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Petersburg  Railroad  Co.,  and  con- 
cerning the  importation  ol  railroad 
iron  free  ol  doty  -  -     181 ,  187 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  es- 
tablishing agencies  for  the  inspection 
and  purchase  of  water- rotted  hemp  •  263 
(      remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  oill,  268 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  322 
\      remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
\         General  Jackson        -  -  -316 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

)upt  law         -  -        347,  348,  349 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  char- 
ters of  the  District  banks       -  -  365 
remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,    380,  381 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  of 
Julv,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  the 
widows  of  officers  ana  soldiers  of  the 
Revolntion       -          .           .     388,  389 
(See  Debates— Debts  ) 
C. 
Cadets  in  the  West  Point  Academy,  concern- 
ing the  appointment  and  apportion- 
ment of          -           -        968,  315,  342 
Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  54,  110,  121 
128,  142,  161,  166,  186,  192,  222,  235 
240,  244,  252,  268,  275,  276,  322,  327 

328,  341,  379,  382 
hit  recollections  pending  the  controver- 
sy, m  secret  session,  between  Messrs. 
Rives  and  Benton,  concerning  the  red- 
lined  map       -  -  -     111,  170 
remarks  OQ  the  Oregon  bill,  183,  134,  142 

W,  287,  999  I 


Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina — 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

"  navigation  of  the  Western  waters    •  U| 

remarks  on  the  navy  appropriaticm  bill,  3B 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir     { 

Robert  Peel,  on  the  constmctioo  of     i 

the  Ashburton  treaty  aa  to  the  right     J 

of  search  -  -  -  391 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria-     | 

tion  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipola-     j 

tions  of  the  Ashburton  treaty  -  31 

remarks  on  the  treasury  note  MR  -  IM 

(See  Debates— Debts  )  ' 

Calhoun,  James  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    365,  31l 

Camden,  N.  J.,  bill  reducing  the  salary  of  the 

surveyor  of  the  port  of,       899,  331,  M 

Cabal,  the  Louisville  and  Portland,  debate  con- 
cerning onerous  exactions  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  Western  rivers  by  the  -  2ffi 

Caroline  afiair,  the       -  -  -      119,  lfl( 

Catalogues  of  the  library  of  Congre^,  debate 
on  the  proposition  for  the  distribation 
of        -  -  -  -       94,  lOfl 

Centre  College,  Kentuckv,  bill  to  inns^tr  to 
the  trustees  of  the,  lands  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for 
educating  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blli4^  -  VM 

Census,  Compendium  of  the  Sixth,  the  petition 
and  proposition  for  pay  for  printing 
the      -  -  -  -  -.61 

joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the, 
and  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex-  . 
pense    -  •  148,  976,  315,  381 

the  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  - 
of  printing  the  Compendium  of  the  -  381 

388,  391,  393 

Chaplain  to  the  Senate  -  •  -    38 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  bill 
for  the  relinquishment  to  Marvland, 
Ac,  of  the  ^tock  held  in  the,  Sy  the 
United  States,    175,  185,  198,  275,  261 

Chicago,  Illinois,  bill  to  establish  anew  collec- 
tion district  at  -  -  -293 

China,  bill  to  provide  the  means  for  fiiture  in- 
tercourse with  -        363,  391,  398 

Choate,R.,ofMass..    45<  49,  -99,  141,  143,  169 
176,  186,  229,  233,  239,  275,  280,  311 

320,  327,  342,  376,  383 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     -  -  846 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,    134,  171 ,  ITS 

236,  1338,  239 
remarks  concerning  an  editorial  criti- 
cism in  the  Globe,  of  his  production  of 
the  map  in  the  Senate  -  -  243 

Civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,       79,  81 

377,  381,  382,  390,  391,  392,  393 

Claims,  Coniniittee  on.  bills  reported  f^om  the,    63 

69,    118,   133,  152,  161,  174,  181,  206 

220,  233,  252,  261,  267,  275,  292,  293 

330,  870,  376 
reports  from  the,    104,  133,  161,  181,206 

220,  ^7,  287,  293 

Claims  against  the  Grovemment,  new  rule  con- 
cerning legislation  on,       45,  50,  63,  70 
bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  for  supplies  furnished  the  Flo- 
rida militia     -  -  -     320,  383 
(See  Land  claims— Mexican  claims — Massa- 
chusetts claims.) 

Clay,  John  Randolplk  late  secretary  of  lega* 
tion  of  the  United  States  to  the  court 
of  Vienna,  bill  lor  the  relief  of;  275,  372 

ClaytoD,  T.,of  Delaware,    30,  41,  50,  63,  79,  83 
id,  152,  166,  211,  243,  264,  267,  363 

Clinch,  Duncan  L ,  bill  for  the  relief  of  -  363 

Cloth  cases        ...  -     140,  M 

Coin,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  currency  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver    -  63,  79,  112,  245 
the  bill  to  fix  the  computation  at  the  c«s- 
tom-house  of  certain  Qerman,     304,  345 

379 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on,  resolutions  in- 
structing the    -  •  74, 85,  235 
renortsfrom  the,     99,  147,  261,  267,  330 
bills  and  joint  resolutions  reported  trftm 
the,  62,  73,99,  147,  180,  220,  911,  867 
280,  299,  330,  345,  354,  363,  877,  387 

Commerce  on  the  northwestern  lakes,  bDl  for 

the  protection  of         -  -  -  354 

bill  for  the  protection  of,  and  construc- 
tion of  harbors  on  the  lakes  -  -  363 

bill  for  the  protection  of,  on  the  western 
s)u>re8  of  (Ake  Michipn      •  •  ^ 
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CoBseree  aaS  navigatioD,  the  annaal  staie- 

oeatpf  -  •  .  .  342 

Coaet  vA  ft^CoaniniD,  bill  mftking  indemnitj 

ftr^Ycs  taken  {torn  oo  board  the    •    50 

100,  1^,  133,  967 
C^BBilttees,  standing,  annonaced       •  -    40 

CbnoisioDer  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office, 

call  npon  the  Jbr  infbmuuion  -  '99 

Cbmussioner  of  the  Public  Boildings,  bill  to 

fix  iha  compensation  of-the    -  -  379 

OoBitd, CM., of  Louisiana,  1,  3,  45,  54,  61 
O.  TO,  73,  75,  88,  197,  133,  143,  153 
157, 161,  166,  186,  193,  990,  933,  939 
914,  987,  S9S,  994,  397,  398,  349,  37i 

399 
resohitioDs  submitted  by,  1,  54,  69,  63,  95 

133,  149 
remarks  oo  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

ezpmsses         -  -       946,  959,  953 

remarks  on  the  ariny  appropriation  bill,  968 
ipnarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major  « 

Qen.  Jackson-  •  -     316,.  391 

remnrks  en  the  bankrupt  bill     -     347,^-849 
remarks  on  ihe  District  banks  bill        -  364 
Cooper,  Dr.  Thoma5i,  petition  to  reftmd  the  fine 
imposed  on  him  under  the  alien  and 
itionlaw     ....  no 
Copyright  to  Richard  H.  WUde,  41, 141,  181,  199 
to  John  Rowlett,  bill  to  continue  it  to    -  379 
CoartjiiWilliamsport,  Pa ,  bill  providiog  for 

the  holdioff  of  a  -  -  331 

bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  diat* 
trict  court  of  the  United  States  at 
Wheeling        -  -  -  -  197 

Ult  to  repou  the  act  changing  the  time 
of  holdine  the  circait  and  district 
coaits  in  Ohio  -  .     969,  371 

bill  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Connecticat  -  906,959 
bfllto  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
dislHct  of  New  Jersey  -     996,959 

bm  to  change  the  ulace  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Maine  ...  944 
hill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  for  the  east- 
era  district  of  Tennessee  -  -  371 
Crafis,8amuelC.,  of  Vermont,  30,  94,  133,  164 

180,  919 

the  credentials  of  -  -  -    33 

Critteoden,  John  J.,  of  Kentucky,    9,  31 ,  48,  45 

68,  64,  74.  75,  85,  88,  100,  104,  106 

119,  197,  198,  133,  140,  141,  161,  175 

-  181,  189,  199,  198,  901,  990,  926,  961 

969,989,  989,  999,  311,  315,  390,  399 

385,  349.  345.  369,  364,  365,  366,  371 

the  credentials  of  -  -  -  175 

rtfotutions  submitted  by  -  9,  75 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  967 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  -105 

remarksonthebankruptact,  46,349,346, 349 

remarks  on  the  uroposition  to  print  the 

report  on  the  nne  on  Gen.  JacKson     -  148 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

naTigation  of  the  Western  waters     -  165 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  estab- 
lish agencies  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of  water-rotted  nemp,  926,  997 

969 
remarks  couceming  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel  cm  the  construction  of  the 
Ashbnrton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search  ....  335 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Cunbeiland  road,  bill  making  further  appro- 

priaiion  for  the  continuation  of  the    -  933 

366 
petition  on  the  subject  of  the     •  -  975 

Cvtontiei.    (See  Natural  curiosities.) 
C«ttxa<hoQse,  New  York,  bill  to  reduce  the 
number  and  compensation  of  the  of- 
ficers and  others  employed  in  the,  980,  999 

330 
Cothben,  A.,  of  Georgia         -        999,  399,  397 
remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel  on  the  construction  of  the 
Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search  -  -  -  -  -  335 

he  presents  and  debates  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the1>gislatureof  Qeor^ia, 
ceosaring  the  political  course  of  Mr. 
Benien       -  -  *  -377 

(See  Debts.) 
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Dayton,  Wm.  L ,  of  New  Jersey,       30,  110,  148 

159,  180,  919,  996,  943,  959,  953,  966 

967,  975,  999,  315,  321,  363,  379,  389 

the  credentials  of  -  -  -    33 

**  resolution  concerning  retrenchment  and 

economy  and  the  tariff  -     %1 ,  988 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
Qen.  Jackson  -  -  -     316,  391 

Deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  bill  granting  land  to 
the  several  States  for  the  education  of 
the,  and  for  the  benefit  of  insane  per- 
sons    -  .  .  .     ^,  330 
Debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  bill  to 

provide  for  the  publication  of  the,  999,  396 

345,  354,  355,  366 


remarks  on,  by- 
Mr.  Allen 
Mr.  Archer 
Mr.  Bagby 
Mr.  Bayard 
Mr.  Benton 
Mr.  Berrien 
Mr.  Bachanan 
Mr.  Calhoun 
Mr.  Criuenden 
Mr.  Henderson 
Mr.  King 
Mr.  McRoberts 
Mr.  Morehead 


365,  356,  357,  358 

-  356 

-  358 

-  354 
354,  355,  357,  358 

-358 
354,  356,  357,  358 

-  355 

-  357,  359 
-       356,  357,  358 

354,  356,  357,  358 
355,  356,  357 

-  355,  358 
354,  357,  359 

-  358 

-  356,  357 
354,  356,  358 

-  356,  357 

355,  356,  357,  358 
354,  355,  356,  357 


Mr.  Sevier 

Mr.  Smith  of  Connecticut 
Mr.  Tappan  - 
Mr.  Walker  - 
Mr.  Woodbridge 
Mr.  Woodbury, 
Mr.  Wnght  - 
Debts,  State,  the  assumption  of,  resolutions,  &c., 

concerning  the  -    70,  74 »  81,  998 

communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  concerning  •    81 

remarks  on  the  several  resolutions  of 
Messrs.  McDaffie,  Bayard,  Allen, 
Rives,  Merrick,  and  Walker,  con- 
cerning -  993,  999,  315,  396 

remarks  on,  by- 
Mr.  A  lien,  993,  995,  996,  999,  306,  313 


hir.  Archer  - 
Mr.  Bagby  - 
Mr.  Barrow  - 
Mr.  Bayard  - 
Mr.  Berrien  - 
Mr.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Calhoun  - 
Mr.  Crittenden 
Mr.  Conrad  - 
Mr.  Cuthbert  - 
Mr.  Graham  - 
Mr.  Henderson 
Mr.  King 
Mr.  McDuffie  - 


306,  396,  397 
995,  306,  307 
304,  305,  396 

-  306,  396 
^     306,  314 

-306 
993,  994,  308 
306,  907,  311 

-  994,  307 
•  306 
-306 
-994 

-  994,  999 
307,  311,  319,  313 


Mr.  Merrick  -  993,  994,  306,  313,  396 
Mr.  Miller      -  -  -     993,  994 

Mr.  Rives       -  993,  999,  304,  305 

Mr.  Walker,  994, 304, 307, 313,  314,  315 

396 
Mr.  Woodbury  -  -  -  993 

Mr.  Wright    -  •  -  .994 

DeKalb,  Maj.  Oen.  Baron,  deceased,  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of        -  -  -  -  -  370 

Detroit,  Michigan,  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  certain  properiv  purchased  for  the 
United  States  m  the  city  of    -     377,  383 
District  of  Columbia.    TSee  Banks— Infants- 
Imprisonment  for  debt.) 
bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the,  141 

148,  169,  996,  967,  975 
Distribntion  to  the  States,  concerning  -  -  157 

Docks,  floating'  or  dry,  aebate  concerning  the 

erecuonofa,  atNewYork,399,  397,  398 

377 
Drawbacks  on  foreign  merchandise  exported 
in  original  packages  to  Chihuahua 
andSantaFe,ia  Mexico,  50,  69,  74,  89 

95 

generally  on  goods  exported  in  original 

packages        ....  S6i 

Dmies,  joint  resolution  concerning  reciprocal  -  999 

bill  for  the  remission  of,  on  railroad 

iron     -  -  -       938,  379,  393 

E. 

Elections,  contested,  bill  relating  to  the  taking 

of  testimony  in  cases  of        •         -963 


Enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  and  marine 

corps,  bill  to  regulate  -  197,  1^,  175 
Evans,  George  S.,  of  Maine,  90,  37,  45,  47,  54 
61.  63,  79,  81,  89,  94,  103,  110,  lU 
113,  118,  197,  141,  149,  147,  !#,  m 
153,  157,  158,  164,  166,  175,  181,  189 
185,  186)  188,  199,  198,  2U5,  906,  919 
996,  997,  999,  937,  938,  943,  944,  951 
961,  963,  975,  980,  999,  304,  308,  311 
3-20,  391,  39-3,  395,  396,  397,  398,  336 
340,  349,  345,  353,  369,  363,  364,  366 
371,  377,  379,  380,  389,  387,  390,  391 

399    393 
resolutions  by     •  -        955,  988*,  341 

*       remarks  on  his  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  the  currency,  economy, 
and  retrenchment       -        955,976,981 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Petersburg  Railroad  Co.        •  -  187 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  967 

968,  315 
remarks  concerning  the  construction  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search  ....  334 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  363 
remarks  on  the  navy  pension  bill  •  364 

remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,   380,  390 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for 

Printing  the  Compeadiiunol  the  Sixth 
'ensus  ...  -  381 

Exchequer,  the  bill  to  modify  the  several  acts 
establishii^the  Treasury  Department, 
so  as  to  create  a  board  of,  33, 45,  85,  175 
199,  198,  940,  943,  944,  967 
petitions,  Ac,  concerning  tbe  plan  for  a  * 
board  of,    141,  161,  164,  166,  180,  185 
186,  199,  905,  911,  951,  340 
Exploring  and  surveying  expedition,  bill  for 

the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  late,  371 

377,  383 
Expresses,  private,  bill  to  prevent  th«  employ- 
ment of,  on  mail  routes,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  111,  911 
990,  999,  933,  m,  945,  950,  963 
remarks  by-^ 
Mr.  Conrad    •  -  -     946,  953 

Mr.  Henderson  -        919,920,929 

Mr.  Huntington  -  -  -959 

Mr.   Merrick  911,   919,   990,  999,  933 

934,  945,  959,  953 
.     Mr.  Porter      •  -       999,  945,  959 

-     Mr.  Walker    -  -  -  -  946 

Extraallowances  to  officers  of  the  Government, 

bill  to  prohibit  any     -      -     -     369,  383 
Expuitging  resolution,  Mr.  Bayard's  proposi- 
tion to  rescind  -  -  39,  46,  SS8,  341 
Mr.  Benton'g  amendment  to      -  -   41 


P. 


-   89 


Fillebrown,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Fine.    (See  Jackson.) 

Finance,  Committee  on,  bills  reported  from 

the,  79,  HI,  118,  197,  141,  147,  166,  999 
938,  944,  951,  999,  304,  390,  395,  340 

350,  369,  371,  377,  387 
reports  from  the  -  -  -     395,  396 

Florida  militia.    (See  Claims.) 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  cpm- 

Sletion  of  the  public  buildings  in       -  371 
elations,  Committee  on,  bills  reported 
"    Irom    -     100,  906,  975,  396,  363,  371 
resolution  instructing  the  -  -  104 

teports  from       ...  -  906 

Fort  Gibson,  concerning  ap  appropriation  for  364 
Fortifications,  bill  making  appropriations  for 

certain  ....  340,  364 
Frank,  bill  to  authorize  the  chief  clerk  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  frank  official  doc- 
uments ....  959 
Franking  privilege,  petitions  and  r&K>lutionsof 
the  State  Legislatures  on  the  subject 
and  the  bill  to  correct  the  abuse  and 
to  regulate  the  use  of  the,     111 ,  133,  157 

199,  364 
Fremont,  Lient.,  his  expedition  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  Mr.  Linn's  remarks 
upon    -  •  .  .  -  389 

Fnlton,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  980 

390 

Fnlton,  W.  S.,  of  Arkansas,  40,  41,  45,  46,  50 

54,  63,  74,  119,  197,  133,  148,  153,  169 

^1,  869 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill      •         -  105 
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G. 
Galena,  IIliDOis,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 

at         -  -  -  -     229,  267 

Qeorgia,  resoltitions  of  the  Legislatnre  of,  con- 
demnatory of  the  political  course  of 
Mr.  Berrien,  discnssed  -  -  377 

Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, a  bill  to  incorporate  the  -  267,  299 
Graham,  w.  A.,  of  North  Carolina,  38,  41,  45 
46,  63,  104,  118,  128,  133,  152,  157 
161,  174,  181,  201,  206,^12,  233,  252 
253,  261,  262,  264,  267,  275,  276,  293 
315,  320,  327,  330,  340,  353,  365,  376 

377,  382 
resolutions  submitted  by  -  -  288 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill    -  -    46 

remarks  concerning  a  rule  to  regulate 

legislation  on  claims  -  -        50,  51 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 

General  Jackson       -  -     316,  321 

on  the  bill  to  renve  the  act  of  July, 
1838,  allowing  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revoln- 

lion 388 

(See  Debts.) 
Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company, 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  89,  147,  206,  220 

336 
Greensburg  land  district,  bill  explanatory  of 

the  act  in  relation  to  the         -     292,  296 
H. 
Habersham.  Richard  W.,  of  Georgia,  death  of, 

ana  eulogy  on  -  -  -    62 

Harbors.    (See  Commerce.) 
Harrison,  Major  Thomas  B.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 372 

Haywood,  William  H.,  jr..  Senator  elect  from 

North  Carolina,  tne  credentials  of     -  287 
Hemp,  water-rotted,  petitions,  &c.,  con cern  ing,    63 

75,  141,  266,  376 
joint  resolution,  agencies  in  Kentucky 
and  Missouri  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of     -  186,  226,  262,  963,  322 
remarks  upon,  by— 
Mr.  Tappan    -  -  -  -  262 

Mr.McDuffie  -  -  -     962,  263 

Mr.  Bayard    -  •  -     262,  263 

Mr.  Morehead  -  -  -  262 

Mr.  Crittenden  -  -  -  262 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  -     962,  263 

Mr.  Bagby      -  -  -  -  263 

Mr.  Buchanan  -  -  ^263 

Mr.  Benton     -  -  -  -  263 

joint  resoluticm  to  authorize  the  transla- 
tion of  a  pamphlet  in  the  State  De- 
partment on  tne  culture  and  prepara- 
tion of  .  -  -  -  -  372 
Henderson,  J.,  of  Mississippi,  79,  89,  134,  143 
149,  233,  961,  276,  322,  3-27,  336,  353 

363,  371,  381,  383 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses  on  the  mail  routes,  212 ,  220 ,  229 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill        -  -  239 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson       -  -  316 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Hermosa,  concemmg  the  slaves  taken  from  on 

board  the         -  -  -  -     1 

Holt,  Charles,  a  bill  to  refund  to^  a  fine  imposed 

on  him  under  the  sedition  law  -  326 

Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  the  bill 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  pay- 
ment of  -  -  -  -  372 
Hudson  river,  concerning  an  appropriation  for 

the  improvement  of   •  -  -  381 

Huntington,  J.  W.,  of  Connecticut,  30,  33,  38,  45 
60,  62,  63,  65,  75,  79.  85,  88,  89,  99 
106,  112,  113,  133,  147,  149,  157,  161 
164,  166,  169,  180,  185,  194,  198,  201 
205,  206,  219,  220,  222,  229,  233,  240 
243,  252,  261,  266,  267,  275,  276,  280 
281,  287,  299,  315,  321,  330.  341,  342 
345,  364,  371,  3T2,  376,  381,  382,  387 

390 
remlntions  by     -  104,  127,  133,  205 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses  on  mail  routes        -     234,252 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     -  -  346 

remarks  on  the  warehousing  system,  330,  3:U 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  •  194 

mm 

Illinois,  bill  declaring  assent  to  the  Stat^  of, 

to  tax  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  88 

119,  153 


-  377 


-  362 


Illinois,  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  school 

lands  in  -*  104,  118,  153,  158 

Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  bill  eraniing  an 
additfonal  quantity  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  completion  of,  370  \ 
Imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to,  292 

353,  362,  365 
Independent  treasury,  concerning        -  -  220 

Indians,  the  bill  for  the*  relief  of  the  Stock- 
hridge  tribe  of,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin      -  -  -  - 

the  bill  repealing  a  portion  of  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  teim>o- 
rary  support  of  certain  destitute  Kic 
kapoo  -  -  -  -  ■ 

concerning  the  sale  of  lands  acquired 
from  the  Wyandott,  and  an  appropri- 
ation to  satisfy  treaty  stipulations  with 
them     -  -  -       363,  370,  390 

Cherokee.    (See  Awards— Lands.) 
Indian  appropriation  bill  -  -     340,  363 

Indian  Affairs,  calls  on  the  Commissioner  of, 

by  resolution   -  -  -  -  104 

bills  reported  fVom  the  Committee  on    -    84 

166,  261,  362,  276 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  -     100,  320 

362 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Com- 
^  mitteeon         -  -  -  -  937 

Infants,  bill  to  provide  for  the  ^le  of  real  es- 
tate of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia   -  275 

372 
Iowa.    (See  Militia.) 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  biH  to 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  now 
in  existence  for  the  relief  of,  104,  143,  149 

Internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan^ bill  to  apply  certain  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  domain  towards 
completing  the,  169,  193,  354,  362 

Iron,  railroad,  duties  on  -        238,  372,  393 

Jackson,  Major Gkneral  Andrew,  petitions  and 
resolutions  of  State  Legislatures  con- 
cerning the  line  on,  by  Judge  Hall,  61 ,  63 
84,   104,   110,  127,  133,  296,  275,  345 

resolution  calling  for  his  letter  to  the 
War  Department  concerning  the  dec- 
laration of  martial  law  at  New  Or- 
leans   -  -  -  - 

reports  of  the  minority  and  majority  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  concerning 
the  fine  -  -  -     141, 

bill  to  indemnify,  for  the  fine  of  SI  ,000, 
imposed  on  him  by  Judge  Hall,  of 
Louisiana,  in  1815,  41,  50,  75,  85,  206 

296,  299,  315,  321 

remarks  concerning,  by — 
Mr.  Archer  - 
Mr.  Bagby 
Mr.  Berrien  - 
Mr.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Conrad  - 
Mr.  Dayton  - 
Mr.  Graham  - 
Mr.  Henderson 


-  275 


148 


317 
302 
321 
316 
321 
321 
321 
316 
Mr.  Linn,  299,  301,  315,  316,  317,  321 
"  301 

300 


316, 

315, 

316, 
316, 
316, 


Mr.  McRoberts 

Mr.  Miller      -  -  -  . 

Jenkins,  Charles  J.,  and  W.  W.  Mann,  as- 
signees of  John  McKinne,  bill  for  the 
relief  of  -  -  - 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  {proposed  change 
in  the  mode  of  appointment  of,  39, 


-  321 

41 
162 


I 


Judicial  S3rstem  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  es- 
tablish the  -  -  -  -  50 
Judiciary  Committee,  bills  reported  from  the,  -  63 
86,  104,  127,  133,  141.  148,  152,  157 
166,  180,  181,  192,  198,  206,  226,244 
267,  276,  326,  331,  341,  354,  363,  365 

371 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  -  -  262 

reports  from  the  -  -        141,  148,  267 

report  in  the  case  of  General  Jackson    -  141 

K. 
Kendal],  Amos,  resolutions  of  State  Legisla- 
tures, and  petitions  concerning  the  im- 
prisonment of,  under  the  judgment 
obtained  oy  Stockton  &  Stokes,  157,  219 
226,  237,  243,  275,  304,  353,  376 
Kerr,  John  Leeds,  of  Maryland,  30,  33,  36,  45 
49,   133,   141,  157,  160,  162,  180,   186 


Kerr,  John  Leeds,  of  Maryland— 

211,  296,  238,  251,  269,  275,  976,  364 

363,  382,  390 

resolution  submitted  by  -  -  -    37 

his  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of 
Mr.  Williams,  a  deceased  represent-    ^, 
alive  from  Maryland  -  -  -    3T 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  1,  31,  33,  38 
45,  50,  63,  69,  70,  84,  68,  89,  95,  104 
112,  127,  128,  133,  142,  148,  149,  153 
153,  157,  162,  175,  181,  186,  194,  198^ 
201,  206,  920,  261,  263,  264,  267,  S75 
276,  281,  287,  288,  299,  315,  321,  329 
340,  341,  353,  354,  363,  364,  365,  371 
377,  379,  380,  381,  382,  387 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  962 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  -  -    50 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  45,  238,  342 
V  347 

remarks  concerning  a  proposed  distri- 
■^     bution  of  the  catalogues  oC  the  libra- 
ry of  Congress  -  -  -     94 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,     74,  105,  5W 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  estab^ 
lishiug  agencies  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  6i  water-rotted  hemp,  226,  227 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on 
the  bankrupt  law       ...  S38 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  268 
^  remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Jackson         -  -  -  316 

remarks  concerning  the  warehousing 
system  .  -  -  -  330 

remarks  on  the  bill  reviving  the  act  al- 
lowing pensions  to  widows  of  the  offi- 
cers ana  soldiers  of  the  Revolution   -  388 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to 
satisfy  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Wyandott  Indians    -  -  390 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  to 
the  printers  of  the  present  Congress 
20  per  cent,  above  the  contract  price 
for  executing  the  public  printing       -  393 


Lafayette,  the  city  of,  in  Louisiana,  bill  making 

it  a  port  of  delivery    .  -  -  377 

Land  claims  in  Missouri,  private,  bill  for  the 

adjustment  of    -  50,  161,  162,  341 

in  Missiiisippi,  bill  to  confirm  the,  79,  262 

346 
bill  to  revive  the  act  to  enable  claimants 
to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute 
suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims, 
and  the  act  extending  the  provisions 
of  said  act  to  claimants  within  Louis- 
iana and  Mississippi  -  -     354,  362 
.   Lands.    T See  Mineral  lands.) 
bill  to  set  asiae  certain  reservations  of, 
on  account  of  live  oak  in  the  south- 
east district  of  Louisiana       -  -  261 
in  the  Slates  of  Ohio  and  Michigan 
ceded  by  the  Wyandott  tribe  of  In- 
dians, bill  providing  for  the  sale  of    -  370 

390 
Land  patents.    (See  Patents.) 
Land  tax.    (See  Illinois.) 
Land  Office.     (See  Commissioner  of  the  Gren- 

eral.^ 
Lead  mines,  bill  proposing  ^o  rent  the  United 

Slates 83 

Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  bills  reported 

from    -  -  -  73,  127,  292,  363 

Lighthouse  in  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  bill  ma- 
king an  appropriation  to  rebuild  the  83 
Linn,  L.  F.,  of  Missouri,  40,  41,  45,  50,  64,  61 
63,  70,  75,  79,  84,  85,  88,  94,  100,  J04 
106,  142,  161,  162,  169,  181,  185,^11 
212,  220,  227,  233,  240,  267,  280,  282 
287,  288,  289,  296,  311,  313,  315,  321 

345,  371,  376,  879,  383 
the  credentials  of  -  -  -    74 

resolutions  by,  54,  70,  74,  104,  262,  377 

379 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  •  -  -    60 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  74,  99,  100 
104,  105,  112,  121,  134,  153,  186,  201 
206.  222,  227,  239,  240,  244 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  on  the  snoject  of  the  fine  on 
General  Jackson        -          •     148,  149 


CONOftfiSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


mMt^ 


reittrn  ooBcerning  tb«  destructioii  of 
gtctmhoate  on  the  Ohio  and  Mi8si88ipi> 
piitvws  •  -  -  164 

icoarkson  tbe  army  appropriation  bill,  S$7 
itaarks  on  die  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  w,  tUl ,  315 

Sl«,  981 
iiwtrkB  on  ih«  ezpeditioii  of  Lieau 
Fremont  to  tbe  Roeky  Monntains      -  389 
Uie«k.   rSee  Lodinana.) 
l4oaiaiaa,nU  to  set  aalde  ecrmin  rceerrations 
of  land  on  aceount  of  lire  oak  in  the 
sMUbeaatem  diatriot  d  -  378 

joint  rescdotioa  directing  certain  papers 
relating  lo  tiace  to  land  in,  to  be  re- 
tained to  tbe  General  Land  Oflce,  861,  378 
(See  Land9— Land  claims.) 

Miils,  dit  United  States,  bill  to  anthoriae  the 
Postmaster  Cteneral  to  make  perma- 
nent contracts  with  railroad  compa- 
nies for  tbe  transportation  of  the       -  HI 
XtiM.   (See  Nortbeastem  boondary.) 
]iii^nai,WilUe  P.,  of  North  Carolina  -    31 

Mtrine  corps,  tbe  bill  for  the  -  -166,868 

Mtrioe  bnqpital  at  Key  West,  in  Florida,  bill 

fortheeractioiiof  a    -  -     830,383 

bin  to  amend  the  act  making  an  appro- 
priatioD  for  tbe  erection  of  a,  at  Ucra- 
coke,  North  Carolina  ...  330 
MMiadiaKUs,  bill  to  refond  the  balance  doe, 

for  dlabnraeuicnts  dnring  the  war,  50,  133 

175,  366,  371 
McDafle.GeorjreH.,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  158,  194 
m,  887.  258,  861,  381,  364,  371,  391 
the  credentials  of  -  -  -  106 

mnarks  on  the  Oregon  bDl       -     196,  840 
remarks  on  4he  joint  resoltition  for  the 
establishment  of  agencies  for  the  in* 
qwction  and  purchase  of  water-rotted 
heinp  ....     268,  863 
remarks  on  his  resolutions       -     308,  311 
ronarks  on  the  resolation  concerning 
the  tari^  eeonomr,  retrenchment,  and 
letbrm-  -858,868,876,881,888 

lemarks  on  tbe  bill  reviring  the  act  of 
Jnly,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  wid-        , 
ows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Rev- 
elation ....  388 
Melobeits,  Samuel,  of  Illinois,  45,  54, 61,  63,  79 

84.  88,  106.  118,  187,  188,  133,  134 
141,  148,  818,  890,  839,  853,  367,  875 

893,  304,  354,  371,  378 
rmolaiions  by      -  -  73,  99,  111 

remarks  on  the  propriety  of  removing 
obstructions  from  the  Des  Moines 
rapids  -  -  •  '73 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -     100,  188 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 

General  Jackson        -  -  -  301 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  of 
Jiihr,  1838^  allowing  pensions  to  the 
widows  or  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution  K8,  369 

(See  Debates— Debts  ) 
IMieal  Barean,  the  appropriation  to  the,  deba- 
ted      -  -  -  -    388,  398 
Mcaiihis,  Tennessee,  bill  anthorizing  an  ex- 
amination and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of        -     141,  166,  336,  340,  354,  383 
Mer^andise.    (See  Duty.) 
Mtrriek,W.D^  of  Maryland,  30,  58,  68,  70,  74 

85.  MM,  111,  166,  175,  185,  198,  811 
999,  880,  833,  840,  963,  875,  876,  880 
881,  338,  345,  363,  364,  376,  377,  379 

3^,  388,  390,  391,  398,  394 
TfsolntioBS  bv     -    33,  104,  166,  304,  313 
remarks  on  tae  bill  to  snppress  private 
expresses  on  thMnail  rentes    -  811,  890 
889,  »3; ^334,  845,  858,  853 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage  -  -  -  -  363 

(See  Debates.) 
ami9e,aBnoal.    (See  President.) 
iMeaa  claims,  resolution  concerning  •   68 

Miebiim.     (See   Internal   improvements^- 

Lands— Militia.) 
Militit,eoaceningthedisciphaiDgof,     104,  158 
Qaorgia,  bill  for  the  payment  ol  several 

companies  of  •  '       133,  175,  801,  806 
Michigan,  bill  for  the  pajrment  of  cer- 

tab  companies  of      -  •  -  887 

wwa,tbe  mil  to  pii>vide  for  the  payment 
of  the-  .  .         .  -311 


riMMMMtaMU 


«^ 


Military  service  of  the  United  States,  bill  \o 
pay  for  horses  and  other  property  lust 

in  tbe 980 

Military  Afiairs,  bills  reported  firom  the  Com- 
mittee on,  183,  141,  166,  198,  861,  867 

887,  888,  311,  380 
resolutions  instructing  the  Committee 

on       -  -  -        133,  148,  158 

reports  from  the  Committee  on  -    688,  345 

Bfilitary  Academy  at  Wait  Point,  resolutions 

of  State  Legislatures  in  favor  of  the 

discontinuance  of      -  -  -  880 

Bliller,J.W.,  of  New  Jersey,  33,  37,  40,  70,  79 

84.   110,   138,  141,  147,  148,  169,  180 

181,  188,  801,  819,  880,  886,  338,  345 

868,  867,  976,  999,  380,  387,  363,  364 

365 
resolutions  by     -  -  «  -  893 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses        ....  946 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  868 
remarks  on  the  Di<«trict  banics  bill,  364,  365 
remarks  on  the  Dill  to  indemnify  Qen. 
Jackson  -  .  •  •  300 

(See  Debates.) 
Minetal  lands,  bill  for  ascertaining  and  dispos- 

Ingofthe        -  -     63,  73,  149;  149 

Mints,  branch,  bill  amendatory  of  toe  act  es- 
tablidiing  the  Dablonega  and  Char- 
lotte, anddefioing  the  duties  of  assayer 
and  coiner      ....  331 
Mission  to  China.    (See  China.) 
Mississippi  river,  obstructions  in  the,  and  ca- 
tastrophes on  the        -  -     118,  340 
bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the,  andtheir  tribu- 
taries ....    861,  868 
bill  relating  to  the  application  of  the  two 
per  cent  fbndof  the  State  of  -     367,  364 
(See  Land  claims. 
MissourL    (See  Land  claims.) 
Missouri  volunteers,  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain companies  of      -  -  -    88 
Morehead,  J.  T.,  of  Kentucky.    31.  46,  75,  100 
188,  158,  887,  875,  896,  308,  315,  381 
338,  386,  349,  364,  378,  387 
resoluti<ms  bv    -          -          -  •  175 
remarks  on  tne  joint  resolution  for  the 
establishment  of  agencies  for  .the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-rot- 
ted hemp        ....  968 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -          •  188 

N. 

Naval  Affiiirs,  resolutions  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on        •  75,  133.  161,  168 
reports  from  the  Committee  on,  63,  70,  148 
158,  161,  168,  180,  198,  318,  861,  340 
bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on    .  158 
168,  166,  186,  883,  885,  838,  875,  860 
887,  304,  390.  340,  376,  387 
Naval  service.    (-See  Enlistments.) 

bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 

schools  of  instruction  in  the  -  -    84 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the    -    863,  381,  388,  387,  398 

881,  377 
(See  Treaty  and  Ri|ht  of  search  ) 
Naval  peace  establishment,  bill  concerning  the,  198 
Naval  pensions,  bill  respecting  the  payment  of 
invalia  pensions  to  officers  01  the^iap 
val  and  marine  services        -  -  833 

bill  making  appropriation  ibr  the  nay- 
ment  of  -  -        340,  364,  377 

Naval  hospital  fund,  joint  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  investment  of  the       -  -  935 
Naval  nominations       -          -          -          -  118 
Navy  Department,  calls  upon  the,  for  informa- 
tion     -          -          -         79,  111,  119 
bill  to  amend  the  act  reorganizing  the,  84,  363 
Navigation,  petitions  and  documents  on  the 
sumect  of  improving  the,  in  the  West- 
em  waters    -    164,  165,  166,  866,  868 

887,  368 
Natural  curiosities  fumi^ed  by  the  exploring 
squadron,  a  bill  for  the  prestivation 
of  the  collection  of     -  -     858,  368 

Newspapers,  supply  of.  to  Senators    -  -    33 

Northeastern  and  Northwestern  boundary,  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  special  minister  firom  Ekig- 
land  concerning  the    -  -  4 

correspondence  of  the  authorities  of 
Mame,    Massachusetts,    and    New 

concerning  the   •  •    18 


■»■     ■ 


Northeastern  and  Northwestern  boundary- 
controversy  concerning,  as  deinad  on 
the  map  of  Franklin, &c..  Ill,  119,  190 

181,  169,  170,  171 
Nouise,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   89,  168,  166 

O. 

Oregon  Territory,  resolutions  of  State  Legis- 

^  latures  and  petitions  concerning  the  84;  88 

880,  867,  887,  340 
resolution  calling  for  information  of 
the  late  negotiations  touchioa  the      •    74 
bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the,  and  to  extend  a  portion  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  the 
same  -61,  70,  99,  104,  118,  181,  133 
M3,  149,  158,  158,  168,  171,  176,  188 
198,  194,  198,  806,  818,  290,  397,  899 

834,  888,  844,  858 

femarkJ;  on  the,  by— 

B4r.  Archer    -    74,  100,  104,  105,  818 

880,  m,  330,  939,  340,  844 

Mr.  Bagby      -  -  -  -  339 

'^Mr.  Benton,  74,  106,  118,  154,  178,  176 

234,  838,  339 

Mr.  Berrien    -  -  .  .  313 

^^r.  Calhoun  -  183,  134,  149,  927,  339 

Mr.  Choate,  184, 171,  176,  335, 838,  339 

Mr.  Fulton     -  •  •  •  105 

'     Mr.  Henderson  ...  239 

Mr.  Huntington         -  -  -  194 

Mr.  King        -  -         74,  105,  239 

^r.  Linn.     74,  99,  100,  104,  105,  118 

181,    134,   153,    186,    8m,   806,  883 

!»7,  339,  340,  344 
MnMcRoberts  -  •     100,  188 

Mr.  McDutBe  -  -     198,  340 

Mr.  Morehead  ...  188 

Mr.  Phelps     -  '       *  *  387 

Mr.  Rives       -  -  -  -  230 

Mr.  Sevier      -  -  -     153,  830 

Mr.  Tappan   -  -  -     149,  840 

Mr.  Woodbridge        -  -  339 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  -  193 

Mr.  Walker   -  -  -     105,  839 

Mr.  Young     -  -  -  -  880 

Ohia    (See  Lands  J 

P. 
Pstmts  and  the  Patent  Office,  bills  reported 

fhmi  the  Committee  on  -  168,  838,  363 
Patents,  land,  bill  in  relation  to  the  exemplifi- 
cation of,  and  other  evidences  of  title 
under  the  actfor  the  reorganization  of 
the  General  umd  Office,  311,  378,  377 
for  bounty  land,  joint  resolation  relating 
to        -  -  -  -     299,  878 

Patent  Office,  bUl  to  eltend  the,  on  dth  street  -  141 

148,  168,  354,  368 
Pay  of  all  officers  of  the  Government,  bill  548 

for  the  reduction  of  the  -  -  396 

Pea  Patch  Island,  the  bill  to  settle  the  title  to    -  199 

311,  363 
Pensacola,  proposition  for  the  construction  of  a 

floating  dry-dock  at    -  -     388,  387 

Pennsylvania  avenue,  bill  to  authorize  the  re- 
paving  and  repairing  of,      141,  1^,  801 

326,  345.  858 
Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  bills  reported 

from,  88,  187,  157,  166,  180,  186,  311 
886,838,  867,  880,  867,  898,  311,  380 
386,  340,  341,  353,  363,  370,  371,  376 

391 

reports  from  the,     88,  187,  157,  180,  811 

838,  887,  899,  380,  386,  340,  353,  363 

387 
Pensions  to  certain  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  bill  reviving 
the  act  of  July,  1838,  granting  pen- 
sions to  widows  of       -       353,364.387 
Pension  agents,  bill  making  compensation  to,  68, 79 

95,  100 
Pensions,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

payment  <^     -  -  •     861,  963 

(See  Naval.) 
Pensions,  the  bill  to  continue  tbe  office  of  Com- 
missioner of   -  -     63,  79.  95,  100 
Peters.  Moore,  &  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  829,  378 
Petersburg  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  benefit  o! 

the        -  166,  175,  181,  186,  187 

Phelps,  8. 8.,  of  Vermont,  63,  69,  70,  88,  89,  94 
95,  105,  106,  118,  133,  157,  168,  169 
174,  180,  188,  188,  198,  811,  386,  853 
898,  889,  811,  880,  386.  387,  341,  346 

376 
remarks  on  the  Orq^on  bill      •         •887 
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Piaiiten' Book  b?  Mississippi,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  -  -  89,  141,  180,  192 

Poner,  A.  S.,  of  Michigan,    '38,  45,  50,  63,  69 

79,  8d,   94,    157,    175,  211,    229,  233 

287,  371,  372 
Yemarks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  em- 
ployment of  private  expresses  on  mail 
roates,  At.      -  -        229,  345,  252 

Po8tt)(fice  special  agents,  concerning  the  sala- 
ry of  the         -  -  -  •  382 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on, 

bills  reported  from  the,  79,  88,  104,  111 

192,  226,  229,  252,  280,  304,  32(),  376 

resolutions  instraciing  the         -     127,  141 

report  from  the  -  -  -  -  320 

Post  Office  laws,  concerning  the  construction 

oi  the 174 

Postmasters  General  of  the  United  States,  (as- 
sistant,) hill  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  -   .       -  -  -  226 
Postmaster  General,  resolution  instructing  the, 

Ac.      ...  -  -  166 

Postage,  petitions,  &c.,  concerning  a  reduction 

of  the  rales ot}   2-20,  243,  340,  363,  379 
Pre-emption  rights,  bill  to  amend  the  several 

acts  granting  •  -  -       54,  370 

bill  supplementary  to  the  act  granting, 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,     23o,  320 

370 
bill  to  authorize  the  investigation  of  al- 
leged frauds  under  the  «  320,  387 
President  pro  <<m.  of  the  Senate,  45,  49,  52,  61 
81,  88,  100,  110,  126,  127,  132,  140 
147,  152,  153,  157,  198,  161,  166,  169 
175,  180,  185,  186,  188,  192,  211,  219 
229,  233,  238,  243,  251,  266,  261,  263 
S75,  280,  287,  292,  296,  304,  311,  320 

3-25,  330,.  342,  362,  376 
his  recollections  pending  the  controversy 
in  secret  session  on  the  red-lined  map 
between  Messrs.  Benton  and  Rives   -  170 
President  Tyler,  his  annual  message,  33, 36, 37,  45 
his  message  transmitting  the  British 

treatjr  -  -  -         -  -     2 

resolutions  calling  upon,  for  informa- 
tion,    41,  50,  54,  70,  74,  94,  99,  112 
175,  238,  275,  281,  331,  345,  372,  376 

377 
Printing.    (See  Debates.) 
Printers  of  Congress,  proposition  to  give  to  the 
present,  20  per  cent  above  their  con- 
tract price  for  executing  the  printing 
of  Congress       -        382,  391,  392,  393 
Private  Land  Claims,  resolutions  instructing 

the  Committee  on       -  -     104,  205 

report  from  the  Committee  en    -  -  261 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on   -  161 

162.  233,  261,  287,  288,  341,  353,  363 

Public  Bnildines  and  Grounds,  bills  reported 

from  the  Committee  on  the,  275,  299,  363 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  tha  Com- 
missioner of   -  -  -  -  299 
Public  lands.    (See  Distribution.) 

bilb  reported  from  the  Committee  on  -  54 
62,  73,  91,  118, 152,  174,  186,  192,  220 
S33,  252,  261,  292,  311,  320,  330,  340 

370 
resolutions  instructing  the  Committee 

on        -  -  -  -        74,  79 

reports  from  the  Committee  on,  94, 118,  169 

233,  261,  292 
R. 
Railroads,  bill  to  authorize  the  makin?  of  per- 
-  maneni  contracts  with  the,  lor  trans- 
porting the  United  States  mail  -  345 
iron.    (See  Duties.) 
Reilly,  Boyd,  bill  for  the  relieT  of        -           -  376 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  concerning 

the  salary  of  the         -  -  -  381 

Reporters,  resolution  to  appoint  a  corps  of,    46,  50 

85 
Resolutions  submitted  by — 

Mr.  Allen  -  -         70,  304,  331 

Mr.  Bagby         -  -  -  -  345 

Mr. Barrow,    74,  79,  HI,  119,  133,  142 

158 

Mr.  Bayard        -  -  39, 235,  326 

Mr.  Benton,  1,  2,  41,  54,  63,  74,  79,  85 

94,   99,   119,   238,   252,  262,  275,  281 

321,  327,  341,  345 
Mr.?^rrien        -  -  -        46,  89 

Mr.  Buchanan    -  -  2,104,  118 

Mr.  Conrad.  1.,  54,  ^,  63,  95,  133,  142 
[  Mr.  Crittenden   -  -  -  2,  75 

Mr.  Dayton        ...     381,  288 


Resolutions  submitted  by — 
Mr.  Evans 
Mr.  Graham 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  King 
Mr.  Kerr       .    - 


255,  288,  341 

-     -     -  288 

104,  127,  133,  205 

-  262 
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Mr.  Linn,  54,  70,  74,  104,  ^2,  377,  379 
Mr.  McDuffie,       252,  262,  272,  281,  288 

308    311 
Mr.  McRobens-  -  73,  99^  111 

Mr. Merrick       -    33,  lOi,  166,  304,  313 
Mr.  Morehead    -  -  -  -  175 

Mr.  Miller  -  -  -  -  298 

Mr.  Rives,       2,  112,  119,  133,  237,  293 

299,  304,  372 
Mr.  Sevier         -  -         104,  376,  387 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,     46,  104,  118,  205 
Mr.  Tappan        -  .  -  -  321 

Mr.  Tallmadge  -  -  -  -    39 

Mr.  Walker,  62,  192,  304,  311,  315,  321 

326,  370,  376,  379 
Mr.  Williams     -  -  -  1,79 

Mr.  Wright        -  -  -        65,  74 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  .    74,  85,  89,  280 

Mr.  Woodbridge  -        133,261,371 

Mr.  Young         -  -  -     320,  376 

Retrenchment,  resolutions  of  instruction  lothe 

committee  on  -       ^    -  -        65,  74 

bill  reported  from  the* committee  on      -  349 
the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  pay  to 
members  of  Congress,  and  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  naval  officers,      296,  349,  392 
(See  Custom  house. 
Retrenchment  and  economy,  the  tariff,  Govern- 
ment resources,  &c.,   resolutions  of 
Messrs.   McDuffie.   Evans,   Dayton. 
Rives,  and  Merrick,  upon  the  subject 
of    .      -  -  252,  262,  276,  281 

remarks  upon,  by — 
Mr.  Allen       -  •  -  -282 

Mr.  Archer     -  -  -  -  282 

Mr.  Buchanan  ...  282 

Mr.  Calhoun  -  -  -     281,  282 

Mr.  Dayton     -  -        281,  282,  288 

Mr.  Evans       -    255,  276,  281 ,  282,  288 
Mr.  McDuffie  -        276,281,288 

Mr.  Merrick  -  281,  282,  288,  289 

Mr.  Rives       -  -        281,  282,  288 

Mr.  Simmons ....  282 
Mr.  Walker    -  -  -     282,  288 

Revenue-cutter  service,  concerning  the  -  280 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on,  bills  re- 
ported from  the,  158,  169,  292,  320,  326 

345 
reports  from  the,    118,  133,  157,  292,  345 
Right  of  search,  debate  concerning  the  speech 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  construction 
of  the  Ashburton  treaty  touching  the,  331 

332,  333,  334,  335,  336 
Rives,  Wm.  C,  of  Virginia,  1,  2,  30,  54,  62,  110 

164,  192,  212,  227,  289,  379 
resolutions  by,  2,  112,  119,  133,  237,  293 

299,  304 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 

Robert  Peel  on  the  construction  of  the 

A^hburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 

search  -  111,  120,  121,  171 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Petersburg  Railroad  Company  -  187 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  -  230 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  fulfilment  pf  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  Ashburton  treaty  -  379 
(See  Debts.) 
Roads  and  Canals,  resolutions  instiucting  the 

Committee  on  -  46,  104,  370 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on,  198 

233 
Robbinston,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  bill  to  de- 
clare, a  port  of  entry      -    180,  354,  362 
Rocky  Mountains,  concerning  Lieutenant  Fre- 
mont's expedition  to  the  -  -  389 
Royall,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 

Captain  William        -  -  -  371 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  proposition  to  suspend  and 

amend  the,       45,  50,  70,  74,  377,  387 

s. 

Salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Camden, 

bill  for  the  reduction  of  the,  299,  331,  372 

School  lands,  bills  concerning,  50,  54,  63,  70,  83 

104,  118.  153,  158 

Seamen,  an  act  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  sick  and  disabled    -  -  345 

Search.    (See  Right  of  search.) 


Secretary  of  the  Senate,  st4>p<Bnaed  to       . 

before  the  circuit  court  of  the  XJiiiced 
States  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 
with  certain  papers  on  the  files  ot  hJB 
office    .  -  .  -       ^^-    89 

assignment  of  oei:(ain  duties  to,  32i,  337,  376 

SepatQrs  in  attendance  -;  -  -  -     30 

Semite  ,of  the  United  States,  proceedings  of  the, 
in  secret  satjsioP)  upon  the  BiUiidk 
treaty-  -  •  -  -  1,  2 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H.,  of  Arkansas,  61,  63,   7S>,  S<| 
88,  94,  95,  W)6,  127,  148,  149,    158,    16^ 

175,  iHo,  m,  m,  m,  »)i,  212,  939 

240,  244,  257,  299,  ?15,  321,  3«,  341 
346,  353,  354,  362,  363,  364,  370,  379 


376^  379, 
IW, 


391 

74 
387 
S30 


the  credentials  of 

resolutions  by     -  -        104,  376, 

remarks  on  the  Or»^n  bill         -      1  &3 , 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  improvfiDg:  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters      -  165 

(See  Debates.) 

Stireve,  H.  M.,  a  bill  authorizing  thepurcbase 

of  his  snag-boat  •  ▼     211,  SIS 

Simmons,  J.  T.,  of  Rhode  Island,  40, 84,  liS^,   19) 

219,  220,  244,  251,  252,  287,  363,  365 

37i     382 
SklBner,  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  -     198^  306 
Slave-trade,  the  African,  negotiations  between 
Ashburton  and  Webster,  concenuDff 
the  suppression  of  the  •         ^,24 

Smith,  O.  H.,  of  Indiana, 40,  45,  49,  54,  61,  63 
70,  73,  84,  94,  104,  106,  118,  14-2,  147 
15il,  153,  164,  169,  174,  192,  205,  226 
233,  243,  252,  261,  266,  292,  3M,  311 
320,330,  340,  354,  362,  370,  371,  372 

377 
resolutions  by  -  46,  104,  118,  205 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the  . 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters      -  164 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
establishing  of  afi^encies  for  the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-rottad 
hemp  -  -  -  -        ^  -  226 

concerning  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal   -----  287 
Smith,  Perry,  of  Connecticut,    63,  104,  159,  162 

302,  315,  321,  341,  388 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill  -  346,  349 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 

report  on  the  nne  on  Qen.  Jackson    -  148 . 
his  recollections  pending  the  controver- 
sy in  secret  session  between  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Rives,  concerning  the  red- 
lined  map       -      ,     -  -  -  170 
(See  Debates.) 
Spoliations,  French,  prior  to   1800,  petitions 

concerning      -  -  40.  62,  141,  205 

bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  ibr  -  111 

121,  159 
Sprague,  W.,  of  Rhode  Island  -        40,  84 

State  Department,  calls  upon  the         -        46,  62 
Statue  of  Washington,  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval of        -  -  -  -  381 
Steamboat  Company  of  Nantucket,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  -  -  -       95,  100 

Steamboats,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  bftter 
security  of  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  -  -        345,  376,  379 

Steamboats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 

the  destruction  of       -      ,    -  -  164 

Stock  by  the  United  States,  petitions  pra3ring 
the  issue  of  200  millions  for  the  relief 
of  the  States,       84,  161,  198,  319,  220 
233,  238,  243,  262,  266,  275,  280,  299 

304,  387 

Sturgeon,  D.,  of  Pennsylvania,       30,  41,  54,  61 

62,  79,  84,  1^,  205,  211,  226,  233,  238 

243,  251,  252,  275,  292,  304,  311,  320 

322,  330,  387 
Swartwout,  Samuel,  late  collector  of  N.  York, 
bill  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  com- 
promise with  the  securities  of,         89,  95 

T. 

Tallmadge,  N.  P.,  of  New  York,  2,  30,  33,  45 
62,  75,  79,  84,  85,  88,  94,  99,  103 
110,  118,  127,  166,  175,  185,  192,  198 
205,  226,  237,  240,  244,  251,  253,  266 
^,  314,  315,  327,  328,  340,  34^,  381 

382,  390 
resoliition  by       -  -  -  -   39 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  45,  46,  51,  84 

238,  342,  U%  349 
remarlp  on  the  exchequer  bill    -  -24^ 
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IWmi,  BeBkmio,  of  Ohio,  31,  3fl,  39,  41,  45 
•39,88,89,99,  100,  106,  110,  112,  119 
198,  133,  148,  157,  162,  181,  192,  212 
MO,  902,  968,  275,  276,  287,  315,  321 
336,  340,  345,  353,  354,  363,  364,  365 

366,  371,  383 
rMdntioDsbir  ....  321 
lOBtfksoD  the  distribution  of  catalogues 

of  &e  Ubraiy  of  Congress     -  -94 

icmarks  on  the  Oregoa  bill       -     149,  240 
ifBtrks  OD  the  resoTution  for  the  estab- 
IshoicDt  of  agencies  for  the  inspec- 
.       tioa  and   purchase  of  water-rotted 
i       keiBp  •  -  -  -  -  262 

!     remarKs  concerning  the  Louisville  and 
Pwtland  canal  •  .  •  287 

icnarks  on  the  bankrupt  act     *  -  346 

reiaarks  concerning  the  f  olfilment  of  the 
stipulations  of  uie   treaty  with   the 
Wjrandott  Indians      -        363,  390,  391 
(See  Debater) 
Ttrifi,  petitions,  4kc ,  concerning  the,   40,  69,  133 
147,  157,  192,  211,  219,  220,  226,  235 

275,  311,  320,  340 
(See  Retrenchment  and  Economy.) 
'Ukgmfh*  for  the  United  States,  bill  making 
an  appropriation  to  test  the  practica* 
hflity  erf*  establishing  a  system  of  e  lee- 
trchmagnetic    -  •  -     345,  387 

Teuessee.    (See  Conns.) 
Iirritories,  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 

a  stonding  committee  on,     175,  181,  186 
Texas,  concerning  its  aimexation  to  the  United 

States  -  -  -  -  340 

TkiiBe6,biil  makini^  an  appropriation  for  the 
iaipro¥ement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
nver,  in  Connecticut ...  330 
Tide  to  land  south  of  the  Arkansas  river,  bill  . 
to  protect  the  ....  252 
in  Louisiana,  joint  resolution  directing 
the  paper>$  relating  to,  to  be  returned 
to  the  General  Land  O0ce    -     261,  372 
Todd,  biae.  and  James  McGill,  bill  for  the  re- 

lier  of  the  heirs  of  the  assignees  of  •  370 

376 
Taeaage,  fieighlSy  and  commerce       •     261,  281 
Txeanry Department.'  (See  Exchequer.) 
rmutions  calling  upon  the,  for  mfor- 
matioo,      54,  63,  85,  89,  95,  104,  118 

280,  288,  304,  320 
Tieisnry  notes, bill  for  thereissueof,and  other 

nurpotes  -        362,  379,  390,  392 

Tictty,  tne  quintuple,  resolutions  calling  for 
information  concerning,  and  answers 
thereto,      54,  63,  79,  85,  95,  147.  262 
remarks  by  Mr.  Archer  concerning,  63,  64 

85,  262 
ren)arkBbyMr.Benton.64,  66,  79,  252,  262 
(See  Ashbu/ton.) 
Treaty,  the  Ashburton,  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  secret  session  upon       •  •     1 
the  President's  message  and  other  offi- 
cial papers  connected  with  the          •     2 
eorres|K>iidence  between  Lord  Ashbor- 
tott  and  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of 
State,   pending  the  negotiations  for 
the       -           -                      -  *     4 
correspondence   of   the    Secretary  of 
State,    the     Maine    commissioners, 
and  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
eoncemhig  the  Northeastern  bounda- 
17         -           -           -           -         12,  14 
correspondence  concerning  the  AiHcan 

slave-trade      -  -  -  -    23 

correspondence  concerning  the  ^'Creole" 

24 


-    26 


28 
29 

99 


corremmdenee  concerning  the  "Caro- 
line^ affair      ... 
correspondence   concerning  "impress- 
ment" -  -  .  .  • 
the  treaty  is  ratified  bv  the  Senate        « 
rcvlution  calling  for  the  correspondence 
connected  with  the     >          -        94, 
dbcnaffion  concerning  the  boundary  es- 
tablished under  the,  and  the  red-line 
MP,  111,  119,  120,  121,  169,  170,  171 
dnewsion  concerning  the  construction 
of  the,  as  connected  with  the  right  of 
~  e  and  on  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
^8  propositions  to  strike  from  the 
appropriation  bill  all  appropri- 
atkm  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipnla- 
tioBS  of  the,  concemina  the  African 
agoftUoD,  331,  332,  333,  334,  gj,  W6 

377,  378 


Treaty,  the  Ashborton— 

bill  to  make  appropriation  to  carry  into^ 
effect  the  treaty  which  was  concluded^ 
at  Washington  the  9th  Aug.,  1842     •  366 

371,  372,  377,  378,  379 

U. 
Usher,  Alice,  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  -  -341 

W. 

Walker,  R.  J.,  of  Mississippi,  61,  63,  89,  94,  105 
142,  148,  149,  152,  157,  162,  180,  186 
192,  206,  220,  283,  243,  252,  267,  304 
311,  314,  321,  322,  326,  327,  328,  354 
371,  372,  376,  377,  383,  392,  393 
resolutions  by     -    62,  192,  304,  311,  315 
321,  326,  370,  372.  376,  379 
remarks  on  the  British  treaty  and  red- 
line  map         .  -  .     119,  244 
'  remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Western  waters     .  165 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       .     105,239 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses  on  the  mail  routes  -  .  246 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  concerning  the  fine  on  Gen. 
Jackson  ....  ]4i 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill.  267 
remarks  concerning  the  Louisville  ana 

Portland  canal  ...  287 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  342,  346,  347 
remarks  on  the  District  bank  bill  .  365 

remarks  on  the  bill  reviving  the  act 
granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  -  388 

389 
(See  Debts— Debates.) 

Warehousing  ^stem,  petitions,  reports,  du:., 

concerning,    45,  54,  85,  112,  113,  118 

166,  330,  331 
War  Department,  resolutions  calling  upon  the, 

for  information,  70,  104,  133,  142,  192 

205,  311,  320,  321,  387 
Washington's  sword  and  Franklin's  staf^  their 
presentation  to  the  Senate,  and  the  re* 
marks  of  Mr.  Archer  concerning     .  255 
Watchmen  in  the  several  departments,  proposi- 
tion to  raise  their  salaries      -  -  382 
Weaver,  Casper  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of       -  267 
Weaver,  T^jomas,  and  Jacob  He'yberger, sure- 
ties of  the  Norristown  and  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the  relief 
of        -          •          -          -     372,  393 
Webster,  Daniel,  his  negotiations  with  Lord 
Ashborton,  and  correspondence  touch- 
ing the  several  subjects  embraced  in 
the  treaty  at  Washington,    4,  22,  23,  24 

26,  28 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the     •    89,  147,  206,  220,  336 
White,  A.  S.,  of  Indiana,      40.  45.  84,  94,  100 

113,  166,  288,  306,  320,  363 

377,  387 
remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to 
fulfil   the  stipulations  of  the   treaty 
with  the  Wyandott  Indians    .     390,  391 
Wilcox,  L.,  of  New  Hampshire  .      30,287 

Wilde,  Richard  H.,  jg:ranting  him  the  benefits 

of  the  copyright  law,    41,  141,  181,  r92 
Williams.  J.  W.,  deceased  Representative  from 

Maryland,  eulogy  on  -  •  •  -37 

Williams,  Ruel,  of  Maine,         1,  61,  63,  70,  94 

127,  148,  157,  158,  162,  164,  169,  180 

205,  206,  226,  233,  238,  244,  261,  275 

280,  287,  292,  293,  304,  320,  322,  327 

328,  340,  341,  371,  372,  376,  387 

resolutions  submitted  by  -  1,  79 

remarks  concerning  naval  pensions      >  364 

Wiscasset  collection  district,  bill  to  extend  the,  387 

Wisconsin,  bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  ap« 

pointment  of  certain  officers  in,  341,  383 
Woodbridge,W.W.,  of  Michigan,  40,  41,  73,  88 
^,   94.    127,    133,   147,  161,  169,  229 
251,  253,  261,  262,  266,  292,  315,  326 
345,  354,  363,  366,  371,  382,  387 
resolutions  by     -  -        133,  261,  371 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  <  -  -    50 
remarks  concerning  a  distribution    of 
the  catalogues  of  the  library  of  Con- 
gress   -          •          -           -  -    94 
remark^  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  .  239 
remarks  concerning  the  red-line  map   •  244 
(See  Debates.) 


Woodbury,  Levi,  of  New  Hampshire.  30.  41    6a 
•33.  74,  79,  8^,  84.  8^88,  94,  W,'lO? 
113,  119,  128,  14Si,  143,  148,'  157   158 
164,  1^,  186,  188,  192.  211    226^ 
.     253,  267.  275,  280,  281    296    311    314 
321,  322,  327,  328    341    353    363  ^65 
^366,370,371.381:383,^ 
resolutions  by     -  -     74,  ^,  89,  280 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
etablishroent  of  agencies  for  the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-roUed 
hemp   ....     i^j^    ggj 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill    .  1  347 

remarks  concerning  the  warehousing 
system  -  .  .  .331 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel  on  the  construction  of  the 
Ashbuiton  treaty,  as  to  the  right  of 
search  -  -  -  .  335 

remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,     389  390 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for 
printing  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
Census  ....  331 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  to 
the  present  prmters  to  Congress  20 
per  cent,  above  (heir  contract  price  for 
executing  the  public  printing  .  393 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill    .  .  199 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Wright,  Silas,  of  New  York.  30,  39,.  40,  45.  49 
54,  61,63,  65,  75,  84,  85,  102.  112 
118,  133,  157,  161,  169,  19^,  211,  212 
226,  233,  237,  243.  275,  287  292  296 
299,  345,  346,  353,  354,  362  363  365 
366,  371.  372,  376,  379,  383,  393,  394 

resolutions  by     -  -  -        65    74 

the  credentials  of  -  .  .'288 

remarks  on  ibe  proposition  to  give  the 
present  Congress  printers  5M)  per  cent, 
above  the  contract  price  for  execu- 
ting the  public  printing       382,  391,  393 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  •  -  -  -    51 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  postage       -  -  .  3^3 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  lim 
mission  to  China        -  .     26's,  391 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Y. 
Yeas  and  najrs — 

on  questions  touching  the  assumption 
of  the  State  debts       -  .  .75 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  as- 
sumption   of  State  debts,  296,  299,  308 

315,  327 
on  questions  connected  with  the  bill  to 

indeauiify  Major  Gen.  Jackson,     85,  149 

316,  321 

on  the  proposition  to  distribute  cata- 
logues of  the  library  of  Congress    -    94 

on  the  joint  resolution  to  limit  the 
term  of  office  of  the  judges  of  tht  su- 
preme and  inferior  courts     -  .  i$3 

00  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Peters- 
burg Railroad  Company        -  .  igg 

on  the  Oregon  bill  -  .     240,  252 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  establish- 
ment of  agencies  for  the  inspection 
and  purchase  of  water.rotted  nemp  -  263 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McDnffie  con- 
cerning the  tarifi*.  the  Government  re- 
sources, retrenchment,  and  economy,   989 

on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  touch- 

,  ing  the  question  of.  dry  or  floating- 
docks  .  -  .  .  .  328 

on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
Bagoy  to  recommit  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill,  with  a  view  to  strike  out 
all  appropriations  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaties,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  support  of  recaptured 
Africans  ....  33^ 

on  the  bankrupt  bill       .  .     347,  349 

on  the  bill  to  print  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress   -  .  355,  356,  357,  368 

on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  District  banks  365 

371 

on  the  proposition  to  print  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Geontia 
condemnatory  of  the  course  of  Mr. 
Berrien  ....  377 

on  the  proposition  to  give  the  present 
printers  to  Congress  20  per  cent,  above 

B  their  contract  price  for  executing  the 

public  printing  .       382,  391,  391 


X 


iNDEi  TO  TBtfi 


■brit«*iid 


■•  1 


Yeas  aod  nays — 

6n  the  proposition  to  pay  for  books  dis- 
tributed to  members  of  Congress  .  -  383 

on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  contract . 
price  ror  printing  the  Compendium  oT 
the  Sixth  Censas        -  •  -  383 

on  the  bill  reviving  the  act  of  July,  1838, 
allowing  pensions  to  widows  ol  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  388 

on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  mission  to 
China 392 


Young,  R.  M,  of  Illinois,  40,  83,  88,  104,  143 
148,  153,  186,  198,  205,  226,  243,  267 
275,  281,  299,  301,  311,  321,  322,  35^7 

340,  342,  370,  371,  376 
resolutions  by     -  -  -     320,  376 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill        -  -  220 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  agencies  for  the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-rot- 
ted hemp         ....  326 


Young,  R.  M.,  of  Illinois- 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 
expresses  on  mail  routes,  and  to  pre- 
vent frauds  on  the  revenues  oi  the 
Post  Office  Department  -  -251 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  rexrive  the  act 
granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion    ...  -  -  388 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition,  Mr.  Adams's  motion  to  rescind  the 

21st  rule  -  -        31,37,39,42 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont, presented  by  Mr.  Slade  -106 
Mr.  Adams*s  resolution  in  relation  to 
vacancies  on  the  bench  of  theSupreme 
Court  -----  359 

great  reel  petition  -  -  -  317 

[r.  Briggs's  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
laws  of  Florida  .  -  -  337 

Accounts,  Committee  on  -  -  -    41 

Adams,  John  Gluincy,  of  Massachusetts,  21 ,  37,  42 
83,  86,  89,  90,  158,  161,  172,  182,  183 
184,  195,  219,  223,  224,  235,  236,  237 
242,  256,  260,  264,  269,  270,  274,  275 
377,  310,  317,  320,  322,  323,  325,  328 
329,  330,  337,  344,  345,  350,  359,  366 
367,  369,  385,  386,'  3b7,  396,  400 
resolutions  by      -  31,219,232,385 

resolution  in  relation  to  vacancies  on 

the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court       -  359 
remarks  on  the  resolution   to  refbnd 
'     QeneralJackson's  fine  -     123,128 

remarks  on  the  motion  to  print  10,000 
extra  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
proposition  to  issue  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  Government  stock  -  •  269 
Africnlture,  Committee  on  -  -  -  41 
Alabama,  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 

two  i>er  cent,  rund  of  -  -  -  338 

memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands      -  -384 

Alexandria,  D.C.,  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 

the  town  of     -  -  -  -  240 

bill  to  incorporate  the  orphan  asylum 
and  free  school  of       -  -     266,  394 

Allen,  Elisha  H.,  of  Maine,        31 ,  317,  367,  370 
Apportionment  law,  bill  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  certain  portions  of,     121, 195,  298 

343 
Andrews,  Sherlock  J.,  of  Ohio,  265,  274,  328,  340 
Andrews,  Landaff  W.,  of  Kentucky,      44,  65,  89 
113,  159,  180,  182,  183,  226,  276,  320 
328,  329,  338,  340,  350,  353,  361,  367 
369,  370,  386,  387,  395,  399 
Appropriations,  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Qovemment,  52, 55 
57,  304,  344,  350,   359,   368,  394,  396 

396,  399 
bill  for  the  army  and  military  acad- 
emy,   113,  169,  172,  223,  228,  230,  270 

278,  302,  339,  367 

bill  for  the  naval  service,     143,  242,  248 

356,  329,  330,  339,  350,  373,  386,  394 

bill  for  the  Indian  Department,      143,  329 

330,  373 
bill   for  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners -  -  -      143,  341 
bills  for  fortifications      -         158,  329,  330 
bill  for  navy  pensions   -         240,  330,  376 
bill  for  hart>ors  and  rivers       241,  330,  339 
Arkansas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens 
oif,  for  losses  of  improvements  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Choctaw  treaty         •  102 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  settle  the 

titles  to  certain  lands  in  -  121 ,  367 
bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing 
within  the  reputed  limits  of  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana,  and  beyond  the  new 
boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas       -  -  -  157 

Army  appropriation   bill.    (See  Appropria- 
uons.) 
bill  to  amend  the  act  respecting  the  or- 
ganization of   •  -  •     176,298 


Army  appropriation  bill — 

bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act 

respecting  the  organization  of    336,  386 

Arrington,  ArchilMild  H.,  of  North  Carolina,      31 

Armories,  national       -  -  -  -    54 

Arnold,  Thomas  D.,  of  Tennessee,    68 ,  73 ,  81 ,  89 

114,  131,  135,  158,   162,  168,  174,  185 

216,  223,  228,  237,  248,  251,  276,  982 

283,  285,  286,  287,  289,  290,  291,  325 

345 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  bill  in  relation 

to  the  appointment  of  -  -  -  298 

Assumpti6n  of  Siate  debts,    38,  95,  182,  213,  308 

373 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  petitions  asking  for  the 
creation  of  two  hundred  millions  of 
,      United  States  stock  for  the  relief  of 
the  States,  222,  269,  273,  283,  322,  339 
report  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  on 
the  same  subject         -  -  -  385 

Atherton,  Charles  G.,  of  New  Hampshire,    31 ,  95 
143,  152,  159,  167,  207,  241,  819,385 

400 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,     209 

Aycrigg,  John  B  ,  of  New  Jersey,     31 ,  57,  58,  60 

225,  260,  264,  265,  297,  329,  340,  360 

367,  368 
B. 
Baker,  Osmyn,  of  Massachusetts,      31 ,  247,  338 
Babcock,  Alfred,  of  New  York,      31,  177,  373 
Barnard,  Daniel  D.,  of  New  York,  31 ,38,  49,  66 
72,  114,    159,    162,  163,  167,  168,  182 
183,  190,  195,  2*28,  236,  254,  256,  264 
265,  270,  282,  283,  302,  309,  310,  317 
318,  330,  350,  367,  373,  395 
resolutions  by     -  -  -      157, 173 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -         65,71 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    201 
remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill  -  318 
Barton,  Richard  W.,  of  Virginia,    31 ,  63,  65,  143 

225,  348,  366 

Bankrupt  law,  bill  to  repeal  the,     49,  65,  71,  86 

90,  102,  107,  114,  124,  146,  162 

bill  reported  by  Mr.  Barnard,  167,  176,  178 

Bankruptcy,  fees  in,  resolution  in  relation  to,  64,67 

Beeson,  Henry  W.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31,  56,  113 

268,  286,  400 

resolutions  by      -  -  -     103,  399 

Belts,  Jud^e,  refusal  of,  to  hear  the  charges 

brought  by  Mrs.  Cromwell  against 

Captain  Mackenzie    -  -  -  297 

Bidlack,  Eenjamin  A.,  of  Penn^lvania,    3r,  37 

48,  56,  81,  82,  102,  113,  128,  151,  155 

158,  159,  176,  190,  191,  323 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  128 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,  190 

191 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  York,      38,  194,  310 

373    394 
Black,  Edward  J.,  of  Georgia,    44,  55,  72,'  150 

161,  174,  183,  232,  236 
Blair,  Bernard,  of  New  York  -  -      31,  303 

Boyd,  Lynn,  of  Kentucky,       31,  106,  227,  236 

337    359 

Bolts,  John  M.,  of  Virginia,    31,  43.  46,  47,  48 

135,  146,  168,  159,  1R4,  189,  196,  260 

280,291,  302,  303,  319,  340,  361,  387 

395,  399 
hLs  articles  of  impeachment  a^inst  the 

President  ofthe  United  Stales,      144,  145 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to   refund 

General  Jackson's  fine  -      195,217 

Boardman,  William  W.,  of  Connecticut,    31,  61 

81,  131,   216,  240,  247,  283,  340,  360 

361,  367,  396 


Boardman,  William  W.,  of  Connecticut — 

resolutions  by     -  -  -59,83,330 

Bowne,  Samuel  S.,  of  New  York,  31,  48.  53,  64 
57.  68,  85,  113,  114,  347,  382,  386 
resolutions  by     -  -  -       57,  107 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -114,126 
Borden,  Nathaniel  B.,  of  Massachusetts  -    31 
Brewster,  David  P.,  of  New  York,    31,  75,  194 

317,  222,  296 

-remarks  on  the  steamboat  bill  •  -  339 

British  treaty.    fSee  England.) 

Briggs,  George  N.,  of  IVfassachusetts,     31,  39,49 

52.  72,  132.  158,*162,  167,  168,  176,  182 

183,  185,  189,  194,  322,  333,  335,  236 

237,  241,  256,  365,  366,  371,  286,  392 

296,  310,  328,  337,  338,  360,  359,  367 

370,  373,  386,  394,  395 

resolutions  by,         38,  134,  172,  337,  394 

Brockway,  John  H.,  of  Connecticut     -        31 ,  303 

Bronson,  David,  of  Maine,     31,  63,  57,  89,  159 

307,  328,  248,  371,  389,  325,  344,  345 

361,367 
resolution  by       -  •  -  -    64 

Branch  mints,  bill'  amendatory  of  the  acts  es- 
tablishing       ...      898,339 
Brown,  Milton,  of  Tennessee  -  -  -132 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  -  107 
Brown,  Aaron  V.,  of  Tennessee,      106,  328,  390 

329,  352,  359,  370,  386,  394 

Brown,  Jeremiah,  of  Pennsylvania     •  -31 

Brown,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania,        31,  42,  79 

174,  185,  222,  204,  260,  265,  378,  290 

360,  367,  373,  375 
resolution  by      -  -  -  -  378 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -         68, 72 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill  359 
remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  removal  o(  Jonathan  Roberts  from 
office    ....      309,310 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey     -           -           -           -  •  361 
^   remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker    -           -         397,  398, 399 
Butler,  William,  of  South  Carolina  -       31,367 
Butler,  William  0.,  of  Kentucky,      31,  66,  132 
150,  176,  240,  247,  290,  398,  303,  386 
resolution  by      -           -          -           •  383 
Burke,  Edmund,  of  New  Hampshire,       31,  113 
159,  163,  166,  376,  297,  310,  366,  397 
Bumell,  Barker,  of  Massachusetts,    31 ,  38,  60,  75 

86,  131,  189,216,861,367,373 
resolutions  by     ...     319,297 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill       -  -  ...  -   75 

BuojTS,  spindles,  and  fog-bells,  bill  authorizing 

the  placing  of  •  -  •  297 

C. 

Calhoun,  Wm.  B.,  of  Mass.,  31, 138, 146,  173,  176 

277,  297,  303,  360,  394,  395 
resolutions  by      -  -  •    106,  195 

Cary,QeorecB.,ofVa.  31,  44,  167,  196 

Caldwell,  Patrick  C,  of  South  Carolina     31 ,  296 
Caldwell,  Green  W.,  of  North  Carolina  40 

Casey,  Zadok,  of  Illinois  31,  65,  143,  159 

228,  240,  271,  350 

Caruthers,  Robert  L.,  of  Tenn.         44,  386,  394 

Campbell,  John,  of  South  Carolina       44,  59,  86 

90,  96.  121, 183,  235,  283,  292,  298,  330 

337,  339,  340,  343,  344,  350,  359,  385 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    138 

Campbell,  Wm.  B.,  of  Tenn.      44,  83,  183,  291 

308,  340,  345 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.,  of  Tenn.         •       75,269 
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GcBsn,  Sixth,  resolaiion  for  the  disiribolion  of 

the  CompeodiQm  of   •  -  -  298 

Cedar  Kef,  Florida,  bill  to  establish  a  town  at,  240 
Cktpmao,  ReobeD,  of  Ala,       31,  146,  233,  240 

283,  328,  338,  367,  368 
Ckaplati,  ekctioB  of    •  -  -  -    52 

dierokces,  reaolotion  to  pay  the  awards  of  the 
commisbioners  under  the  17ih  article 
of  the  treaty  with        -  -  -  349 

dfflipetke  and  Ohio  canal,  resolation  for  the 
transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  .  -  .     298,  338 

Okiaa,  bill  to  provide  means  for  the  fntore  in- 

tercoQise  with  -  -195,  323 

Chitendeo,  Thos.  C,  of  New  York,  31 ,  240,  340 
Cktbuahiia  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  bill  ai- 
towing  drawback  on  goods  exported 
to         '  -  -  -  -  102 

GbiUs,  Timothy,  of  New  York         31 ,  183,  373 
ClwcdLoma  and  Colombos,  Miss.,  bill  to  legal- 
ize the  sale  of  certain  lands  at  -  146 
Ctiferd,  Nathan,  of  Maine   -    31 ,  162,  167^  227 

246,  247,  291 

resolarioos  by     *  .  .  .  227 

Ckrk,  John  C,  of  New  York,  31. 81, 101, 103,  219 

217, 290, 311,  3;^,  325, 386,  395 

Tesolntion  by      -  -  -  -    83 

dtrke,  Suley  N.,  of  New  York         31,  177,  329 

ClBtoD,JamesG.,ofNewYork         -  -    31 

Claims,  Committee  on  -  -  -  -    41 

report  from         ....  246 

Ctaimvioint  rale  in  relation  to  -      154,  158 

'  Coks,  Walter,  of  Va.  -  •  -       38,  130 

Cdoinbia,  District  of,  proceedings  on  the  busi- 

nesBof             -          -           -     266,270 
bill  to  require  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
drcQit  coart  of,  to  reside  in  Alexan- 
dria      266 

bin  making  appropriations  for  the  in- 
sane asylum  in  -         266,  270,  394 
bill  providing  for  the  more  speedy  ad- 

mmistration  of  justice  in       •  •  270 

bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in,  270 
bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  oX  the 

Potomac  bridge  -  •     270,394 

bill  respecting  suits  at  law  in    -  -  270 

bill  to  recharter  the  banks  in     -  -  283 

bill  to  amend  the  laws  rq^ating  im- 

jffisonment  for  debt  in  -      366,  368 

joiat  resolution   to  recharter   certain 
banksin  ....  384 

Golored  seamen,  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Commerce  in  relation  to        -      183,  384 

Coattsrvey     •     57,  60,  264,  351,  359,  363,  368 

Conmerce,  Committee  on       -  -  -    41 

reports  from       -  -  -      183, 241 

Comaduees,  standing,  viz: 

ofQections         -  -  -  -    41 

of  Wa^  and  Means      -  -    41 

of  Claims  -  -  -  -    41 

00  Commerce  -  -  -  -  41 
on  Public  Lands  -  -  -  41 
on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  -  41 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  ^  -  41 
OB  the  Judiciary  -  -  -  41 
on  Revolmionaiy  Claims  -  -41 
on  Public  Expenditures  -  -  41 
on  Private  Land  Claims  -  -  41 
OB  Manufactures  -  -  -  41 
oaAgricuUure  -  -  -  -  41 
on  Indian  Affairs  -  -  -  41 
ouMiMtarf  Atfoirs  •  -  -41 
on  the  Militia  -  -  -  -  41 
oa  Naval  Affairs  -  -  -  41 
OQ  Foreign  Affairs  •  -  -  41 
on  the  Territories          -          -           -41 

01  Revolutionary  Pensions  -  -  41 
on  Id  valid  Pensions  •  «  -  41 
OD  Roads  and  Canals  •  -  -  41 
on  Patents  -  -  -  -  41 
oa  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  •  41 
OB  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business  -  41 
01  Accounts  -  -  -  -  41 
OB  Mileage  -  -  -  41 
oa  Expenditures  in  the  State  Department,  41 
OB  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment         -          -           -  -    41 

on  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department,  41 
OD  Expenditures  in  theNavyDepartment,  41 
OQ  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  De« 

partment         -  -  -  -    41 

OB  Expenditures  in  the  Public  Build- 
ings -  -  -  -  -    41 
Joint,  of  the  Library  on  the   part   of 
the  House                 •         -          -    41 


Commiiiees,  select,  viz: 

on  the  national  foundry  -  -    42 

on  ibe  national  printing  office    •  -    42 

Comet  and  Encomium,  bill  for  the  relief  of 
claimants  to  indemnity  for  loss  of 
slaves  on  board  of      -  -      157,  276 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  bill  to  fix 

tbe  compensation  of   -  -  -  247 

Coins,  foreign,  gold  and  silver,  bill  regulating 

the  currency  of  -  -      366,  384 

Contested  elections,  bill  to  regulate  the  taking 

of  testimony  in  cases  of    •    121,24^344 

Congressional  printing  office,  bill  to  establish  -  201 

Connecticut,    district  of,  bill  to   change  the 

times  of  holding  the  United   States 

courts  for        -  -  -      266,  283 

Cooper,  James,  of  Pa.,  31,  83,  95,  121,  230,  231 

329,  386,  396 

resolutions  by     -  -  -       88,  128 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

tbe  Speaker    -  -  -  -  398 

Cooper,  Mark  A.,  of  Qa.,  31,  144,  146,  169,  248 

290,  343,  345 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  160 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  250 

Cowen,  Benjamins.,  of  Ohio,  31,  71,  81,  85,  113 

130,  166,  183,  207,  216,  240,  241 

246,  247,  290,  308,  337,  366,  384 

Cranston.  Robert  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  31, 194,  217 

Cross,  Edward,  of  Ark.,     38,  83,  1-21,  132,  143 

160,  173,  194,  217,  224,  228,  271,  303 

367 
Crawford,  Geo.  W.,  of  Ga.       -  -     230,  265 

Cumberlaad  road,  bill  for  the  completion  of, 

east  of  the  Ohio  -  -  -  367 

Cushing,  Caleb,  of  Mass.,  31,  38,  42,  43,  44,  48 
49.  52,  56,  59,  61,  68,  71,  72,  81,  86 
102,  103,  115,  116,  124,  134,  135,  143 
146,  152,  155,  158,  160,  168,  169,  174 
176,  184,  189,  192,  195,  196,  201,  205 
214,  216,  223,  224,  231,  235,  236,  240 
241,  254,  271,  276,  278,  285,  286,  291 
329,  338,  344,  360,  368,  370,  397,  399 

400 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -       87,  178 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  refund  Gen. 

Jackson's  fine  -  -  -122 

remarks  on  the  British  treaty,  176,  177,  180 

369 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  -  197 

remarks  on  the  treasury-note  bill  -  319 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker     -  -  -  .  399 

D. 

Davis,  Richard  D.,  of  New  York,        31 ,  324,  373 

Daniel,  John  R.  J.,  of  North  Carolina,  31 ,  240,  328 

Davis,  Garrett,  of  Kentucky,       31,  103,  160,  176 

180,  182,  196,  205,  242,  247,  271,  289 

328,  344,  345,  395,  396 
resolutions  by     -  -  -       83,  230 

Dawson,  John  B.,  of  Louisiana,         31,  218,  268 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  -     86 
Dahlon^.  Gebreia^  branch  mint  at,        298,  339 
Detroit,  bill  in  relation  to  certain  property  of 

the  United  States  in  -  -283 

Deberry,  Edmund,  of  North  Carolina,  31,  169,  172 

173,  176,  367 
Dean,  Ezra, of  Ohio.  •  31,  236,  240 

Disbursing  officers,  bill  to  bring  into  the  treas- 
ury moneys,  received  by,  before  they 
can  be  disbuned         -       264,  317,  320 
District  of  Columbia,  Committee  for  the        -     41 
bill  regulating  the  fees  of  the  officers  of 

the  courts  in  ...  218 

bills  in  relation  to.    (see  Columbia) 

Doan,  William,  of  Ohio  -  -  -297 

Dodge,  Henry,  of  Wisconsin,  Delegate,     100,  102 

106,  113,  130,  134,  159,  160,  166,  207 

*  232,  237.  256,  276,  296,  311,  359,  366 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  264 

Dodge,  A.  C,  of  Iowa,  Delegate,       44,  100,  121 

166,  225,  228,  230,  233,  235,  236,  241 

344,  345 
resolution  by       -  -  *  -  121 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of 
Iowa  militia    -  -  -  -  228 

Doty,  James  J.,  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  com- 
munication from        ...  160 
Duelling  in  the  navy,    (see  Navy.) 

E. 

Eastman,  Ira  A,  of  New  Hampshire,  31,  65,  106 
Edwards,  John,  of  Pennsylvania        •  •    31 


Edwards,  John  C,  of  Missouri,    31,  38,  85,  89 
102,  143,  154,  159,  188,  261,  268,  297 

329,  330,  340,  343,  353 
Egbert,  Joseph  B.,  of  New  York         -  -    31 

Elections,  Committee  of  -  -  -    41 

report  from     -  -  -  -  195 

Elections,  contested,  (see  Contested  elections.) 
Electro  mag[netic  telegraph,  bill  to  authorize  a 
series  of  experiments  to  test  the  mer- 
itsof    -  -  -  -     323,  329 

England,  treaty  with,  bill  to  carry  it  into  effi?ct,  176 

368 
Everett,  Horace,  of  Vermont,  31,  32,  39,  43,  44 
49,  65,  72,  86,  90,  95,  100,  114,  121 
124,  129,  130,  1355  143,  144,  146,  152 
155,  158,  159,  166,  168,  172,  176,  216 
222,  223,  225,  264,  266,  268,  286,  309 
310,  323,  325,  345,  350,  352,  367,  369 

374 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -    69 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  -   65 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effi^ 
the  British  treaty       -           •           -369 
Exchequer,  plan  of,  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  upon         •  134 
debate  on,  134, 150, 190,  197,  201,  207,  213 
Extra  allowances  to  public  officers,  bill  to  pro- 
hibit   -           -           -           -           -  184 
Executions  in  public,  bill  to  abolish      -           -  240 
Expenditures  m  the  State  Department,  Com- 
mittee on          -          -          -          -    41 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  Commit- 
tee on  -          -          -           -           -    41 
in  the  War  Department,  Committee  on    41 
in  the  Navy  Diriment,  Committee  on    41 
in  the  Poet  Office  Department,  Commit- 
tee on  -           -          -          -          -    41 
on  the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
Committee   on          -          -          -    41 
F. 
Fessenden,  William  P.,  of  Maine,  31,  85,  90,  96 
131,  132,  159,  179,  180,  248,  260,  265 

303,  340,  375 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -  163 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  -    99 
Ferris,  Charles  G.,  of  New   York,  31,   86,  96 

376 
Fillmore,  Millard,  of  New  York,  31 ,  40,  42,  44 
49,  52,  55,  59,  75,  78,  81,  89,  102,  128 
^30,  131,  132,  134,  135,  143,  155,  157 
166,  169,  172,  173,  174,  177,  178,  182 
183,  188,  189,  190,  194,  196,  211,  213 
217,  223,  224,  230,  237,  240,  241,  242 
246,  248,  251,  253,  256,  260,  264,  268 
269,  278,  279,  280,  284,  289,  290,  298 
298,  302,  308,  317,-  3l8,  319,  320,  323 
325,  329,  330,  837,  338,  339,  340,  343 
344,  345,  349,  350,  352,  360,  361,  367 
368,  373,  374,  375,  384,  385,  386,  387 

394,  395,  396,  399 
resolutions  by    -  102,  150,  159,  337 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill       -  -  -  -         55,  57 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    136 

136,  213 
remarks  on  the  naval  approprialion  bill,  258 

259 
remarks  on  the  state  of  the  treasury,  279 

280 

Floyd,  Charles  A.  J.,  of  NewYork    -       31,  276 

Floyd,  John  G.,  of  New  York  -  31,  43,  387 

Florida,  contested  election  in    •  •>        49,  53 

bill  to  protect  the  live  oak  in      •     386,  399 

bill  making  appropriations  for  public 

buildings  in     ...  -  311 

^ill   for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabit- 
ants of  ....  367 
resolution  of  Mr.  Giddings  for  the  re- 
}>eal  of  the  act  for  the  armed  occupa- 
tion of  -  -  -  -  -  176 
bill  making  appropriations  for  a  libra- 
ry for  -          •           -           -     177,  341 
bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 

militia  of        -  -  -     241,  242 

bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 

roads  and  highways  in  •  -  311 

bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
alawagentin  -  -  .  .  367 

Foreign  Affairs,  Committee  on  •  -    41 

reports  from       -  -  -     195,  297 

Foreign  mone3rs,  bill  to  Ax  the  value  of,  in  ac- 
count and  computation  at  the  custom- 
houses -  -  .  -  384 
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Poster,  T.  P.,  of  Georgia         -  -  -3-20 

Poster,  A.  Lawrence,  of  New  York    -  -    31 

Fomance,  Joseph,  of  PenDsylvairia,      31,  86,  128 

195,  241,  276 
Fortificatioii  appropriation  bill.  (See  Appropri- 

lions.) 
Franking  privilege,  bill  to  extend  it  to  the  chief 

clerk  in  the  Department  of  State,  176,  182 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  memorial;  in 

relation  to       -  -  -  -    59 

bill  to  provide  Indemnity  for,    231, 235,  241 

G. 
Gates,  Scth  M.,  of  New  York  -  -  -    86 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -    86 

Gamble,  Roger  L.,  of  Ga.        •  -         31,  62 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Haber- 
sham   -  -  -  -  -    6*2 
Gag,  or  one-hour  rule  -           -          -  -    40 
Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  of  Tennessee,    86,  195,  240 

271 ,  359 
General  appropriation  bill.    (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Gerry,  James,  of  Penn.  -  -  -    31 

Gilmer,  Thomas  W.,  of  Va.    -    31,61,77,106 
1-28,  131,  173,  184,  216,  243,  248,  253 
285,  290,  291,  323.  361,  386,  387 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill       -  -  -  -        55,  56 

Giddings,  Joshua  R.,  of  Ohio,  31 ,  70,  85,  96,  102 
103,  154,  161,  166.  176,  183,  184,  207 
214,216,  217,  241,  270,  276,  277,  282 

384 

Gordon,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  31,  118,  177,  183 

217,241,  248,  253,  265,  297,  3-23,  351 

374,  375,  395 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -         65,  124,  126 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  249 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  the  means 
for  intercourse  with  China     -     323,  324 
Gordon's  Digest,  Mr.lngersoll's  motion  to  sub- 
scribe for  copies  of     -  -  -    46 
resolution  to  subscribe  for         -  -  131 
Goggin,  Wm.  L.,  of  Va.,  38,  176,  184,  329,  342 
Goode,  Patrick  G.,  of  Ohio       -           -       31 ,  303 
Goode,  William  O ,  of  Va.      -           -       40,  242 
Granger,  Francis,  of  New  York,  31,  48,  145,  168 
169,  183,  185,  216,  2-24,  231,  232,  235 

266,  338 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    137 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  of  the 

State  of  Mississippi    •  -     271 ,  284 

Graham,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  121,  155,  173 

233,  311,  330,  340,  399 

resolutions  by      -  -        121,  184,  302 

Green,  WiUis,  of  Ky.    -  -  -       31,  166 

resolution  by      -  •  -  -  166 

Greensburff  district,  I4.,  bill  in  relation  to  lands 

sold  at  -  -  -  -  -  310 

Gustine,  Amos,  of  Pa.  -  -  31,  131,  317 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  317 

Gwin,  Wm.  M.,  of  Miss,   50,  77,  242,  270,  274 
290,  291,  317,  344,  349,  374,  394,  400 
resolutions  by      -  -  -       65,  172 

remark^;  on  the  subject  of  Gen..  Jack- 
son's fine         -  -  -  .  122 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
subject  of  the  debt  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi           .       270,  271,  273, 274,  283 
bill  introduced  as  a  substitute  for  bill 
No.  548           -           -        278,  284,  291 
H. 
Halsted,Wm.,  of  New  Jersey,    31,  63,  113,  195 

242,  311,  344 
Harris.Wm.  A.,ofVa.  -    31,38,83,265 

Hays,  Samuel  L.,  of  Va.         -  •  -    31 

Hastings,  Jehn,  of  Ohio,  31,  264,  276,  286,  302 

359 
Hall,  Hiland,  of  Vt.     -  .  -31,329 

Habersham,  Richard  W  ,  of  Ga.,  death  of,  and 

tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  -    62 
Hawlcr,  P.  R.,  letters  from,  on  the  subject  of 

the  coast  survey  -  -       77,  351 

Harbors,  bill  makiug  appropriations  for.  (See 

Appropriations.) 
Hemp,  American,  water-rotted,  joint  resolution 

in  relation  to  -  -  •     176 ,  276 

Henry,  Thomas,  of  Pa.  -         31,  130,  242 

Houck,  Jacob,  of  New  York    -  -  -    31 

Hopkins,  George  W^  of  Va.,   31,  38,  53,  68,  71 

72.   89,   96^.    101,    121,    130,    163,  167 

183,  213,  231,  243,  246,  247,  234,  256 

264,  265,  276,  289,  338,  359,  368,  373 

386 
retolntion  by      -  •  -  -157 


il 


Holmes,  Isaac  E  ,  of  South  Carolina,    31,  43,  44 
82,   150,   155,    158,  159,  184,  196,  224 
te51,  278,  285,  320,  340,  361,  374 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill 58 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill^  256 

remarks  on  hill  No.  548  -  -  285 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  the  means 

for  future  intercourse  with  China     -  325 

Howard,  Jacob,  of  Michigan    -    40,  85,  86,  146 

167,  228,  237,  240,  265,  271,  283,  303 

•     340,  367,  384 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  159 

Houston,  George  S.,  of  Alabama,  38,  89,  253,  323 

359 

Hoyt,  Jesse,  accounts  of  -  -  -  283 

memorial  from   •  -  -  -251 

Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  service 

of  the  United  States,  bill  to  provide 

payment  for    -  -  -  -  183 

Hudson,  Charles,  of  Massachusetts     -         31, 163 

Hunt,  Hiram  P.,  of  New  York,    31,  102, 150,  253 

278,291,330,340,345 

resolution  by       -  -  .  .  131 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 

General  Jackson's  fine  -       160, 177 

Hubard,  Edmund  W.,  of  Virginia,      31,  56,  134 

159,247,317 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  159 

Hunter,  Robert M.  T.,  of  Virginia      -        31,361 

Illinois,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refund  General  Jack- 
son's fine  -  .  -  .  X43 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  tar- 
iff, rates  of  postage,  and  internal  im- 
provements    -           -           -           -  384 
Impeachment,  Mr.  BottVs  notice  of  the  charges 
he  should  bring  against  the  President 
of  the  tJnited  States    -           -           -  134 
articles   of,   preferred   by    Mr.    Botts 
against  the  President  of  the  United 
States  -           -           .           .       144, 145 
Indiana,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal    -           -           -           -  -  246 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 

of  the  reduction  ofthe  rates  of  postage  240 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject  of 
the  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  old 
Indian  wars    -  -  -  -  176 

Indian  Affairs,  Committee  on  -  -  -41 

Indian   appropriation   bill.    (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
InvalidPensions,  Committee  on  »  -    41 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  for 
the  relief  of     -  -  -  -  157 

International  copyright  -  -  -    54 

IngersoU,  Charles  J.,  of  Pennsvlvania,    31,  43,  44 
46,  48,  49,  53,  57,  73.  75.  76,  96,  106 
114,  123,  129,  131,  132,  177.  182,  195 
2(8,  227«  240.  246,  317,  320,  329,  350 
360,  361,  367,  374,  399,  400 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -  329 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill       -  .  -  -  57,76 

remarks  on  his  amendment  providing 

for  a  commercial  agent  -  -    77 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General 

Jackson's  fine  -  -       130, 131 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  ^n  exchequer   -  215 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker     -  -  -  -  398 

IngersoU,  Joseph  R.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31 ,  39,  59 

60,  85,  102,  163,  166,  183,  184,  189,  222 

223,  224,  225,  260,  264,  265,  269,  270 

276,  296,  298,  340,  360,  361,  367,  375 

384,  385,  394,  399,  400 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  -  137 
Iowa,  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
roads,  and  the  survey  of  certain  canal 
routes  in- the  Territory  of,      233, 236,  311 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  of- 
fice in  241 

resolutions  ofthe  Legi.>lature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  mail-routes  -  -  317 

Irwin,  William  W.,  of  Pennsylvania,  •  31,  38,  44 

140, 155,  163,  232,  292,  303,  339 

resolutions  by     -  -  44,  78,  121 

Irvin,  James,  of  Pennsylvania  -  -    86 

«i . 
Jack,  William,  of  Pennsylvania  -        31,282 

James,  Francis,  of  Pennsylvania       -  -31 


Jackson,   General   Andrew,  proceedings  in 

relation  to  his  fine      •  •  44, 95 

re.solutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refund  the  fine  im- 
posed on  him  -  -  -  -    86 

resolutions  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  same  subject         -         95, 103 

resolutions  of  the  State  of  Illinois  on  the 
same  subject   -  -  .  -  143 

resolutions  ofthe  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  on  the  same  subject      -  -  194 

report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary on  the  same  subject   -  -  228 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine 
on  the  same  subject    -  .  .  230, 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
gan on  the  same  stibject         -  -  271 

Mr.  Bowne's  resolution  instructing  the 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  refund 
the  fine,    107,  113, 122, 128, 131^  150, 160 
177, 1^,  195, 217,  268,  317, 400 
Jones,  John  W.,  of  Virginia     -  -  31,56 

Jones,  Isaac  D.,  of  Maryland,  44, 216, 243, 254, 319 
Jones,  Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  his  capttire  of 
Monterey        -  -  -  -  184 

Johnson,  Cave,  or  Tennessee,  38,  42.  44,  46,  49 
68,  71.  72,  85,  89,  95,  128,  131,  150 
162,  163,  167,  174,  176,  183,  184,  194 
195,  207,  214,  216,  218,  224,  225,  228 

231,  232,  235,  236,  237,  240,  2il,  «42 
246,248,  253,  261,  265,  266,  270,  278 

282,  283,  289,  291,  303,  323,  329,  3^ 
338,  339,  340,  349,  359,  360,  361,  367 
368,  370,  374,  385,  8^6,  387,  399,  400 

resolutions  by,      207,  240,  337,  352,  394 
remarks  on  tbe  naval  appropriation  bill,  248 

249 

Johnson,  Wm.  Cost,  of  Marvland,    31 ,  37,  40,  42 

48,  95,  134,  135,  152,  164,  213,  227,  232 

264,  265,  266,  282,  302,  338,  339,  384 

385 

Judiciary,  Committee  on         -  -  -    41 

report  from         ....  228 

K. 

Keim,  George  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31 ,  70,  207 

216.  242,  246,  33r  373 

Kennedy,  John  P.,  of  Maryland,    31.  53,  75,  90 

102,  143,  150,  1^,  183,  194,  207,  231 

232,  241,  247,  253,  254,  S66,  966,  275 

283,  289,  297,  298,  308,  317,  337,  340 

352,  360,  361,  366,  384,  400 
resolutions  by     -  -  95,  143,  219 

Kennedy.  Andrew,  of  Indiana  •       91,297 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  -    91 
Kentuckjr,  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dnmb,  bill 

in  relation  to  -  -  -  -    59 

bill  to  divide  the  State  of,  into  two  ja- 
dicial  districts  -  -  -  138 

Kendall,  Amos,  petition  of  sundry  eitizens  of 
Philadelphia  asking  Congress  to  re- 
lieve him  from  his  personal  liabili- 
ties for  official  acts     *  -     2$)d,  230 
petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Mujr* 

land  to  the  same  efiect  -  -  283 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine 

on  the  same  subject    -  '        -     368,  373 
bill  to  indemnify  him     -  -  -  246 

Key  West,  bill  making  appropriations  for  a 

marine  hospital  at      -  -     233,  311 

King,  Thomas  BuUer,  of  Ga.,  70, 89,  90,  150, 169 

190,  249,  259,  260,  261,  338,  360,  361 

373,  374,  396 
resolution  by  ...   89 

L. 

Lane,  Henry  S.,  of  Indiana    -  -       44,  240 

Lafayette,  Louisiana,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 

delivenr  at      -  -  -  -  867 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.,  of  Alabama  -  -   59 

Levy,  David,  of  Florida,  Delegate,  38,  53, 83,  150 

161,  183,  232,  233,  241,  242,  260,274 

340,  400 

resolutions  by     -  •  -      102,  16D 

Light-houses,  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of,  897 

Linn,  Archibald  L.,  of  New  York,  31,  85,  183 

26P,  329,  394 
Littlefield,  Nathaniel  S.,of  Maine,  31,  230.  982 

302,  366,  373 
Library,  Joint  Committee  on     -  -  41 

Lowell,Joshua  A.,of  Maine,31,  59,  65,  85,  106 

162,  163,  188,  216,  227,  253,  289,  296 

328,  359,  394 
resolution  by      *  •  •  -IOC 
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I^on,  Uniied  States,  tonuiuniication  from  the 
Beefciaiy  of  the  Treasory  in  relation 
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M. 

tfiBorT^PnaciaLof  Yi]^oia,31,  56,  57,  60,  76 

174,  183,  ^4,  245,  351,  256,  960,  264 

S77,  ttd,  285,  303,  323,  840,  344,  350 

351,  360,  367,  373,  374,  375,  400 

f«solation  by       -  -  •  -  183 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  coast  sor- 

vef       .  -56,  57,  60,  76,  77 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
WU       -  -  .  -       57,  58 

Utile,  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holdinglhe 

United  States  conns  in  •  -    96 

r«90latioDS  of  the  Legislatare  of,  on  the 

sofaject  of  General  Jackson's  fine        •  230 
resolutions  of  the  same  on  the  subject  of 

theb«nkniptact,&c.  -  -  -246 

itsotatioBs  oi  the  Leaislature  of,  in  fa- 
7or  of  Amos  Kendal V  -  -    368,  373 

Maji  routes,  bill  to  pxerent  the  employment  of 

.  private  expresses  on   -  -  -  276 

Muaftobres,  Committee  on   -  -  -41 

Iknkall,  Alfred,  of  Maine,  31,  62,  85,  212,  240 

•     256,  349,  359 
|ltiihBll,ThomasF.,of  Kentucky,  44,  107,  146 

168,  180,  198,  400 
rmarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  138 

204 
Mirchand,  Albert  Q ,  of  Pennsylvania      31,  121 
Mihoe  ho^iuls  on  the  Western  waters,  Mr. 
Irwin's  notice  of  a  bill  making  appro- 

JriatiooB  for    -  -  -  -    38 

reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  providiuF  for       •  -  367 

Mnwailwiicitn,  ball  to  refund  the  balance  due 
to  the  State  of,  for  disbursements  du- 
ring the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  241 
Xkoo,  John  T.,  of  Maryland,  31,  113,  174,  282 

338 
remarks  on  the  death  of  the  Hon.  James 
W.  Williams  -  -  -  -32 

IfasoB,  Samson,  of  Ohio,  31,  113,  159,  194,  230 

241,  290,  319,  333,  387 
Mathiot,  Joshua,  of  Ohio,  31,  38,  102,  113,  146. 

178,  291,  317 
Ifaihews,  James,  of  Ohio       •  -  -    31 

UittockSjJohn,  of  VermoDt     -  -  •    31 

Maxwell,  John  P.  B ,  of  New  Jersey  -     31 ,  338 
llainiiar£  John,  of  New  York  -  40,  102,  329 

McKay,  James  J.,  of  North  Carolina,  31, 159,  169 

173    291    361 

Mcdelaa,  Robert,  of  New  York,  31, 217, 242,  251 

968,  265,  266,  310,  337,  342,  350,  386 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  176 

McCleOan,  Abraham,  of  Tennessee    -  -    31 

McKeob,John,ofNewYork,  31,  36,  52,  77,  83 

131,  183,  212,  243,  251,  260,  262,  298 

308,  325,  376,  397 
Rsolntionsby     -  -         96,  308,  339 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  126,  155 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  British  treaty  •  -  -  368 
BfcKeiman,  Thomas  M.  T.,  of  Penn.,  31, 40, 43,  78 
174,  177,  182,  216,  219,  2*8,  236,  241 
248,  254,  271,  290,  291,  292,  328,  367 

370,  373,  374 
resohition  by       -  -  -  -    88 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  bill  to  authorize  the  ex- 
amination and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of         -  -  -        219,  329,  330 

Members  of  Congress  and  officers  of  the  Gk>v- 
emment,  bill  to  reduce  the  pay  and 
mileage  and  compensations  of.    (See 
Retxeuchment.) 
Message,  annual,  of*  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States        -  .       -  -  -    38 
debate  on  the  reference  of         -  -    42 
MedilJ,  WiUiam,  of  Ohio,  31,  59,  158,  182,  207 

228,  237,  268,  291,  344,  345 

)leriwether,Jas.A.,of  Ga.,40,  57,  78.  101,  114 

115,  1*32,  173,  174,  232,  236,  241,  242 

266,  258,  260,  961,  281,  290,  317,  323 

325,  337,  339,  345,  361,  370,  373,  394 

395,  399 
resolutions  by      -  -  57,  79,  102,  182 

Jtmuk*  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  115,  116 
MgcML  Aodersoo,  of  North  Carolma  -  31 
letter,  John,  of  Missouri  -  -  -  31 
MtUKsy  Aftirs,  Committee  on  -  41 
mipmttem  -  -  -  •  yi 
Militia,Coiiaiittaeon^         «         ^         -   41 


Mileage,  Committee  on  -  -  -41 

Missouri,  bill  defining  the  boundary  line  of    -  102 
biU  to  xoDtinue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  in,  366 
Missouri,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas,  bill  to  re- 
vise the  act  to  enable  claimants  to 
lands  in,  to  institute  suits  lo  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims,       176,  366,  386 
Military  districts,  bill  to  di\ride  the  United 

Stales  into  two  -       297,  343,  396 

Military  posts,  bill  to  establish  two  additional  -  113 
Mineraii  lands  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  disposing  of  -  •     157,  228 
Michigan,  bill  to  privide  payment  for  certain 

companies  of  the  militia  of   -     231,241 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  asking 
Congress  to  refund  Qen,  Jackson^ 
fine      -  -  -  -  -  271 

bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

on  the  western  shores  of  Lake,    311,  396 
bill  appropriating  certain  alternate  sec- 
tions of  land  for  improvements  in,  366, 373 
Mississippi,  bill  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent. 

,      fond  of  -  -  -  -  367 

Morgan,  Christopher,  of  New  York    -  31 ,  49,  63 

86»  237,  375 

resolution  by      *  -  -  -  106 

Morris,  Calvary,  of  Ohio         -  31,  128,  241,  297 

Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio     -  31 ,  240,  265,  367 

Moore,  John,  of  La.,  40,  96,  161,  167,  176,  186 

217,  227,  228,  242,  246,  265,  276,  277 

285,  286,  287,  290,  292,  297,  306,  338 

367,  386 
Monterey,  Mr.  Adams's  resolution  in  relation 

tothecapmreof         -        232,  235,  330 
N. 
Naval  Affairs,  Committee  on    -  -  -    41 

report  from         -  -  .  -  331 

Naval  appropriation  bill.      (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Navy  Department,  communications  from,    52,  54 
79,    157,   160,  190,  218,  233,  251,  310 

330,  342,  368 
Navy,  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  abolishing  duelling  in  the        -  121 
code  for  the  government  of  the  -  -  386 

National  foimdry,  select  committee  on  -    42 

report  from         ...  -  339 

bill  to  establish   -  -  -  -  339 

National  printing  office,  select  committee  on  -    42 
Newhard,  Peter,  of  Penn.        -         31,183,242 
New  Hampshire,  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  in  favor  of  restricting  the 
franking  privilege      -  -  -  159 

New  Madrid  locations,  bill  to  perfect  the*  titles 

to  lands  held  under     -  -     266,  359 

New  JcJ^Vi  district  of,  bill  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  for        -  -  •  -  266 

New  York  custom-house,  bill  to  reduce  the 

compensation  of  the  officers  of         -  271 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  on  the  subject  of  United  States 
arsenals  .  -  -  -  176 

bill  making  appropriations  for  a  marine 
hospital  in       -  -        243,  298,  339 

Norristown  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  219 

O. 
Oliver,  Wm.  M.,  of  New  York    -    184,  289,  395 
Officers  of  the  Qovernment  and  members  of 
Congress,  bill  to  reduce  the  compen- 
sations or.    (See  Retrenchment  bill.) 
Ocracoke,  North  Carolina,  mafine  hospital  at,  243 

298,  339 
Ohio,  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the 

northern  boundary  of-  -  -366 

Ohio  and  Michigan,  lands  in,  cedei  bv  the  Wy- 
andott  Indians,  bill  to  provide  for  the 

sale  of 367 

Oregon  Territory,  bills  for  the  occupation  and 

settlement  of  -  -        264,  266,  271 

report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Al- 

fairs  on  -  -  -  -  296 

Osbom,  Thomas  B.,  of  Conn.,   31,  150,  240,  361 

Owsley,  Bryan  Y  ,  of  Kentucky         •       31,  271 

P. 
Parmenter,Wm.,  ofMass.,  31,  54,  132,  168,  241 
Partridge,  Samuel,  of  New  York      -  -    31 

Payne,  wm.  W.,  of  Alabama,  38,  49,  216,  322 

329,  361,  366,  384,  399 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

rupt  law  -  -  -  -    67 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  refund  Gen. 
Jackson's  fine  ...  217 


Patents^  Committee  on  - 


-    41 


Patents,, Commissioner  of,  annual  report  fVom,  233 

Patent  Office,  bill  to  extend  it  to  9th  street  •  366 

Pendleton,  Nathaniel  O.,  of  Ohio   -    31,  96,  113 

146,  159,  166,  182,  195,  205,  817,  224 

231,  242,  266,  287,  289,  290,  897,  329 

367 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  an  excheimer,  207 
Pearee,  James  A.,  of  Md.,      38,  228,  842,  266 
Peel,  Sir  Robert,  extract  from  his  speech  on 
the  construction  of  the  Webster  and 
Asbburton  treaty  ^     -  -  »  338 

Pension  appropriation  biUs.    (See  Appropri^ 

tions.) 
Pensions,  Commissioner  of,  bill  to  continue  the 

office  of  -  •  -     103,  12d 

Pennon  agents,  bill  making  compensations  t<^  128 
Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to     -  -        69)  61 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  bill  for  repaving  *  266 
Pea  Patch  island,  bill  to  settle  the  tiUe  to,  373.  384 
Petersburg  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  196 
Pickens,  Francis  W.,  of  Soath  Carolina,  31,  ^ 
43,  44,   48,  68,  70,  71,  135,  166,  179 
184,  191,  196,  201,  216,  223,  231,  256 
266,  269,  278,  303,  337,  388,  375,  384 

386,  395,  400 
•  resolution  by      -  -  •  -  394 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law         -  -  -  -  116 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker     -          -          -          -  397 
Pleasonton,  Stephen,  Fifth  Auditor,  letter  of  -  101 
Pluraer,  Arnold,  of  Pa*,    31,  162,  264,  340,  349 
Powell,  Cuthbert,  of  Ya.,           31,  161,  361,  384 
resolution  by      -          -          -          -  19& 
Postages,  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of     -     386,  394 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on     -    41 
Post  Office  Depaitment,  commuikications  ftom,  103 

243,  310,  343 
Potomac  bridge,  bill  to  provide  for  the  coinple- 

tionof-  -  .  *     247,  270 

P6pe,  John,  of  Ky.,  44,  150,  207,  216,  231,  233 

233,  235,  236,  237,  271,  323,  384 

remarks  on  the  project  of  issuing  200 

millions  of  Government  stocks        -  339 

President  of  the  United  States,  annual  message 

of        -  -  -  -  -    38 

debate  on  the  reference  of  the  message 

of 43 

message  in  relation  to  the  two  Mils  re- 
tained by  him  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  -  -  -  -    63 

communications  from    -  •     103,  368 

message  of, in  relation  to  China  and  the 

Sandwich  Islands       ...  103 
articles  of  impeachment  of  bv  Mr.  Botts,  144 
message  of,  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  378 
message  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
treaty  -  -  -  -  -  361 

Pre-emptions,  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  certain  settlers 
on  the  public  lands     -       233,  368,  396 
Printing  office,  congressional.    (See  Congres- 
sional printing-office.) 
Printing,  public  -  -  -  -315 

Private  Land  Clahns,  Committee  on  •  -    41 

Public  Lands,  Committee  on    -  -  -    41 

Public  Expenditures,  Committee  on    -  -    41 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Committee  on,    41 
Commissioner  of  report  from  •  -    54 

Commissioner  of,  bill  to  fix  the  compen- 
sation of         -  -  -  -  247 
Public  executions.    (See  Executions.) 
Proffit,  Geo.  H.,  of  Indiana,       59,  101,  145,  169 
1*72,  179,  180,  211,  224,  248,  248,  860 

345,  362,  361,  395,  400 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt kiw  ...     116,  146 

R. 
Randall,  Benjamin,  of  Maine,      31,  96, 240, 283 

»7,34o'arr 

Randall,  Alexander,  of  Maryland       -  -218 

Randolph,  Joseph  F.,  of  N.  Jersev,  31, 196,339,  360 
Ramsay,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania       -  -    31 

Rayner,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina,    31, 151, 155 

183, 196, 228,  337,  340, 367 

remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 

law      -  -  -  -  -  166 

Reding.  John  R^  of  New  Hampshire,    31, 176, 207 

Read,  Almon  H.,  of  Pennsylvania,     31 ,  121 ,  198 

131,  160,  158,  163,  166,  172,  177,201 

216,  223,  241,  268,  276,  278,  289,  296 

.  386 

reeolntioiis  by    -  -         •      53, 969 
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Reciprixi^  treatira,  resdiitioQ  of  the  last  ses* 

sion  in  relation  to       -  194, 378, 298 

Rencher,  Abraham,  of  North  Carolina,      31,  297 
Resolntions  by — 

Mr.  Adams        -        ^1 ,  819, 332, 359,  385 
Mr.  Bronaon       -  -  -  -    54 

Mr.Boardman   -  -  -59,83,230 

Mr.  Briggs         -         38, 134, 172, 337, 394 
Mr.  Bamell  -  -     219,  297 

Mr.  Barnard      •  -  -      157,  373 

Mr.  Bowne  -     -  -  -       57,  107 

Mr.  Beeson        ...      103,  399 
Mr.  Bidlaclr       -  -  -  -  128 

Mr.  Charles  Brown       -  -  -278 

Mr.  Wm.  O.  BuUer       -  -  -    83 

Mr.  Clifford       -  -  -  -  227 

Mr.  Calhonn       -  -  -106,  195 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark         •  -  -    83 

Mr.  James  Cooper         -  -        88, 128 

Mr.  Mark  A.  Cooper     -  -  -  160 

Mr.  Garrett  Davis        -  -        83, 230 

Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge  -  -  -  121 

Mr.  Henry  Dodge         -  -  -  264 

Mr.  Everett       -  -  -  -    59 

Mr.  John  C.  Edwards    -  102,132,159 

Mr.  Fessenden  -  -  -  -  163 

Mr.  Fillmore      -  -    102, 150, 159, 337 

Mr.  Gates 86 

Mr.  Gusline       -  -  -  -  317 

Mr.  Graham      -  -  121,184,302 

Mr.  Green  -  -  -  -  166 

Mr.  Qwin  -  -  -        65, 172 

Mr.  Hunt  -  -  -  -  131 

Mr.  Hopkins      -  -  -  .  157 

Mr.  Hubard       -  -  -  -  159 

Mr,  Howard      -  -  -  -  159 

Mr.  Charles  J.  IngersoU  -  -  329 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  IngersoU  -  -  107 

Mr.  Irwin  -  -  -  44,  78,  121 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson,     207, 210, 337,  352, 394 
Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy     -  95,  143,  219 

Mr.  King  -  -  -  -    89 

Mr.  Lowell        -  -  -  -  106 

Mr.  Levy  -  -  -       102, 160 

Mr.  Morgan       -  -  -  -  106 

Mr.  BdUsCleilan  of  New  York    -  -  176 

Mr.  McKeon      -  -  96,  308,  339 

Mr.  McKennan  •  -  -  -    88 

Mr.  Mallory       -  -     '     -  -  183 

Mr.  Meriwether,         57,  79,  102,  107,  183 
Mr.  Powell         •  -  -  -  195 

Mr.  Pickens       -  -  -  -  394 

Mr.  Roosevelt    •  -  -       194,297 

Mr.  Read  -  -  -        53,239 

Mr.  StraUon       -  -  -  -  121 

Mr.  Snyder        -  -  83, 231, 297 

Mr.  Smith  of  Virginia  -  -  -  297 

Mr.  Shields       -  -  -  -  394 

Mr.  Tillinghast  -  -        31,  59, 83, 159 

Mr.  Toland       -  -  -  -    57 

Mr.  Taliaferro  -  -  -        39,241 

Mr.  Triplett       -  -  -        53,128 

Mr.  Jacob  Thompson    -  -  -    83 

Mr.  Underwood  -  -  -       132,216 

Mr.  WeJler        -  •  -  -  323 

Mr.  Christopher  H.  Williams  -  -    53 

Retrenchment  bill  Na  548,  to  reduce  the  pay 
and  mileage  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  the  compensations  of  the  various 
officers  ol  the  General  Grovernment,   253 

284,289 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin,  278 

284,291 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hunt,    284 
substitute  far,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings of  Ohio    ....  290 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Medill,  291 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,Committee  on    41 
Reynolds,  John,  of  Illinois,       31,  85,  143,  162 
173,  174,  224,  236,  256,  264,  265,  266 
278,  289,  329,  330,  340,  350,  373 
remarks  on  the  coast  survey     -  -    60 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on  -  -    41 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee  on  -    41 

Rbett,  R.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,        31 ,  386 
Rhode  Island,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  asking  Congress  to  refund  Gen. 
Jackson's  fine  ...  194 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  relative 
to  the  rates  of  postage  -  -  216 

Riggs,  Lewis,  of  New  York     -  31, 173, 349 

Ridiway,  Joseph,  of  Ohio,     31, 154, 176.  216, 230 
Roosevelt,  James  I.,  of  New  York,     31,  57,  83 
106,  134,  146,  167,  334,  338,  331,333 
936,  343,  346,  366,  378,  386,  376 


Roosevelt,  James  I:,  of  New  York- 
resolutions  bv  -  •  -  194, 397 
Rogers,  James,  of  douth  Carolina  -  -  31 
Rodney,  G.  B.,  of  Delaware,  38, 159, 307, 340,  317 
Roads  and  Canals,  Committee  on  -  -  41 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  resolution  in  relation  to  his 

removal  from  office,       57,  163, 378,  309 

report  on  ...  -886 

Russell,  James  M.,  of  Pennsylvania    -  -31 

Russell,  William,  of  Ohio       -      31, 194, 195, 313 

S. 

Saltonstall,  Leverett,  of  MassachuseUs,     31,  106 

196, 303,  340,  351 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  -    86 
Sanford,  John,  of  New  York    -          -       31,184 
Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  40, 173 

301 ,  223,  310. 329, 344, 373 
Sandwich  Islands,  bill  to  provide  for  future  in- 
tercourse with  ...  195 
School  lands,  bill  to  authorize  the  Lenslatures 
of  the  States  of  lllinoi.<,  Arkansas, 
Loaisiana,and  Tennessee,  to  sell  them,  228 
Sewell,  Charles  S.,  of  Maryland         -         ,-131 
Shaw,  Tristram,  of  New  Hampshire,  31 ,  56, 75, 154 
Shields,  Benjamin  G.,  of  Alabama,      59,  256,  360 
resolution  by      -           -  -  -  394 
Simonton,  Wm.,  of  Pennsylvania       -  -    31 
Slade,  Wm.,  of  Vermont          -            31, 300, 386 
Smith,  Truman,  of  Connecticut          -        31, 160 
Smith,  Wm.,  of  Virginia,      31,  55,  70,  71,  168 
173,  174,  253,  265,  266,  268,  27«i,  278 
291,292,  324,  325,  360,  367,  373,  384 
385,  394,  395,  396,  399,  400 
resolution  by       -          -          -          -  297 
Snyder,  John,  of  Pennsylvania           -  -    31 
resolutions  by      -           -             83,231,297 
South  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  asking  Congress  to  refund  Gen. 
Jackson's  fine             -           -        95, 102 
resolutions  of  the  same,  asking  Con- 
gress to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
Dr.  Cooper,  under  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws      -          -           -          -    95 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  &c.          -          -          -183 
SoUers,  Auj^ustns  R .  of  Maryland     -          -131 
Somers,  brig,  alleged  mutiny  on  board  of       -    65 
Mr.  uwin's  resolution  in  relation  to       -    65 
Mr.  Snyder's  resolution  in  relation  to  231 

297 

Mr. C.Johnson's  resolution  in  relation  to,  352 

Spriggs,  Jame»  C,  of  Kentucky,  31,  44,  77,  101 

159,  303 
Spencer,  John  C,  Mr.  Botts's  motion  in  relation 

to  his  letter     -  -  -  -    46 

Squadrons  of  the  United  States,  in  foreign  ser- 
vice, resolution  in  relation  to  -  397 
State  Department,  communications  from,  53,  88 

373 

Stanly,  Edward,  of  North  Carolina,  31,  75,  102 

113,  128,  158,  176,  185,  194,  218,  227 

243,  259,  260,  276,  397,  310,  367,  374 

376.  394,  396 
Steenrod,  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  31,  38,  85,  89,  95 

100,  194,  251,  340,  367,  400 
Steamboats,  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  the  lives  of  passengers  in       -  338 
Stokely,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  31, 143,  231,  297,  329 

340 
Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  bill  for  the  re- 

iSsfof 83 

St.  Angustine,  Florida,  bill  to  authorize  the 

purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  in  -  297 

Stratton,  Charles  C,  of  New  Jersey,  31,  159,  177 

338 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  121 

Stuart,  Alexander  H.  H.,  of  Virginia,  31, 113,  240 

308,  374,  395 
Stuart,  J.  T.,  of  Illinois  -  -       44,  228 

Summers,  George  W.,  of  Virginia,  31,  339,  373 
remarks  onpresenting  the  sword  of 
General  Washington,  and  the  staff 
of  Dr.  Franklin         -  -     254,  266 

Sweney,  George,  of  Ohio         -  -  -    31 

Swanwout,  Samuel,  securities  of.  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretarv  of  tne  Treasury 
to  compromise  with  102,  219,  310 

T. 
TaUaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  31,  86,  146,  154 
159,  183,  19§,  341,  356,  297,  340,  367 

394    400 

resolution  by      -  •  -      39 1  341 

Tariff,  Mr.  Read's,  reaolntion  in  relation  to,  58, 389 


9  Tangier,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  late  Uni- 
ted States  consul  at     -  -  -   96 
Texas,  bill  in  relation  to  the  postage  on  letters 

addressed  to    -  -       -  -  -  396 

Temperance,  Mr.  Briggs's  motion  to  exclude 

intoxicating  drinks  from  th«  Capitol   38 

Territories,  Committee  on       -  -  -    41 

Thompson,  Richard  W.,  of  Indiana,  31,  38,  44 

59,  77,  98,  163,  179,  180,  183,366,366 

303,339 
resolution  by      -  •  -  -  131 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law        -  -  -  -    90 
Thompson,  John  B.,  of  Kentucky       -  -   31 
Thompson,   Jacob,  of  Mississippi,     63,   85,  W 
133,  146,  314,  230,  iil,  236,  361,369 
370,  377,  283,  284,  308,  333,  337,  340 

350,  353,  367,  385 
resolution  by       -  •  «  -    83 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Granger  -  -  338 

Tillinghast,  Joseph  L.,  of  Rhode  Island,  31,  44 
56.  60.  77,  83,  106,  132,  146,  159,  164 
172,  182,  184,  216,  250,  303,  310,  339 
340,  350,  351,  353,  359,  360,  361,  367 

373 

resolutions  by     -  -    31,  59,  83,  169 

Tiffany,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain    -  -    53 

Toland,  George  w.,  of  Pennsylvania,  31,  57,  168 

163,  3^3,  278,  303,  309,  310,  353,  359 

386 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -57 

Tomlinson,  Thomas  A.,   of  New   York,   31,  85' 

183,  207,  240,  241,  365,  311 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of,  369 

317,  396.  399 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  commnniea- 

tion  from        -  -  -  -    54 

Treasury  Department,  communications  from    61 

79,  83,  89,  132,  157,  178,  233,  250,  309 

310,  342,  352,  368,  373 
Treaty  with  England,    (See  England.) 
Trumbuil,  Joseph,  of  Connecticut,  31,  196,  317 

338    Z^ 
Triplett,  PhiHp,  of  Kentucky,  44,  77,  93,  335,  371 

378,  398 
resolutions  by       -  -  •     53,  136 

Trotti,  Samuel  W.,  of  South  Carolina  •      S^i  I^ 
Tnmey,  Hopkins  L.,  of  Tennessee,  31,  39,  49 
71,  82,   159.   167,   183,  393,  308,  330 
343,  349,  361,  385,  387,  898 
U. 
Underwood,  Joseph  R,  of  Kentucky  31,  38,  39 
49,  86,   101,   113,   114,   ISI,   146,  146 
160,  184,  314,  236,  237,  340,  347,  351 
366,  270,  298,  303,  310,  337,  338,  350 
360,  368,  373,  384,  386,  387,  394 
^resolutions  by     -  -  -     133,  316 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -        71,  73 
reniarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  150 

Van  Buren,  John,  of  New  York  -  -    31 

Van  Rensselaer,  Henrv,  of  New  York  •    31 

Virginia,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refund  General  Jack- 
son's fine         -  -  ^  -    86 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  distribution,  bankrupt 
law,  &c.          -          -          -  -  346 
W 
Ward,  Aaron,  of  New  York,   31, 336, 347,  289, 345 
Watterson,  Harvey  M.,  of  Tennessee,  31, 365, 349 
Ways  and  Means,  Committee  of        -           -    41 
reports  from.  52  113, 134, 143, 158, 340, 337 
Wallace,  David,  of  Inolana     -           -           -    44 
War  Department,  communications  from,    J^,^54 

132, 157, 178. 218, 383,  3fi,  369 

War  and  Navy  Departments,  bill  to  provide 

for  the  erection  of  two  buildmgs  for 

the  accommodation  of  -  -  367 

Warehousing  system,  bill  to  establish  the,    53, 289 

Warren,  Lott,  of  Georgia,    83, 103, 113,  167, 395 

364,265 
Washington,  Wm.  H.,  of  North  Carolina,    31. 83 

176, 338, 396 
Washington's  sword  and  Franklin's  staff,  pre- 
sentation of    -      ^    -  •  -  S54 
remarks  of  Mr.  Summers  of  Virginia, 

on  presenting  them     •  -  -  S51 

remarks  of  Mr.  Adams  on  the  same 
occasion         -  -  -  -364 

Washington,  Samuel  T.,  resolution  presenting 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  him,  aim 
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WasbiDSlDii,  Samoel  T.— - 

directing  a  copy  of  the  addresses  of 
Bfe»ra.  Sammers  and  Adams  to  be 
transmitted  to  him     .  -  •  355 

COPT  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Summers       -  356 
Wcfler,  John  B.,  of  Ohio,    31.  33.  40,  68,  107 
146,  159,  183,  307,  336,  d54,  368,  375 
376,  378,  387.  309,  330,  333,  334,  340 
344, 345,  353, 361, 375, 384,  385,  386,  396 
rcaolotloa  by      •  -  -  -  333 

lemarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

niptlaw  -  -  -  107 

reaarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker    -  -  397 

WMibrook,  John,  of  Pennsylvania     -       38,  373 
West  Florida,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabit-  . 

tntsof  -  -    161,185,319,374 

Wkdiag,  Virginia,  bill  to  establish  a  district 

conn  at  -  -  -  -  106 

Whfte,jQhn,  of  Kentucky,  [Speaker]  -    31 

ftrewell  address  of        ...  400 

White,  Joseph  L.,  of  Indiana,     31, 138,  176, 346 

357,^,339,376 
Wlute,  Edward  D.,  of  Louisiana         •  -  384 

Vni^oiry  A.,  of  Virginia,  31,33,43,44,46 
47,  48,  56,  57,  58,  65,  77.  78,  79,  86 
93,  138.  135,  144,  145,  146,  151,  155 
158,  163,  163,  167,  168,  184,  188,  189 
190,  194,  196,  301,  307,  316,  ^3,  333 
835,  837,  348,  849,  353,  354,  359,  360 
864,  370,  877,  378,  379,  386,  387,  397 
303,  306,  317,  319,  330,  339,  344,  345 
360,  853,  360,  367,  373,  374,  375,  876 

386,  388,  394,  395,  396 
ranarks  on  the  general  am>ropriation 

bOl      -  -  -  -     57,58,59 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
nipt  act  -  -  -  73,96 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  an  excheqaer,    136 

308,316 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  343 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fillmore  on  the 

state  of  the  finances  -  -      379,380 

remarks  on  the  rescdntion  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts  from 
office    -  -  -  -      309,310 

remarks  oq  the  lesoltition  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker    -  -  -  .  397 

WQliios,  Christopher  U.,  of  Tennessee,     53, 75 
177,  18S,  318,  371,  335,  830,  339,  343 
3a,  349, 350, 367,  368>  387,  396, 399,  400 
resolntion  by       -  -  •  -    53 

Williams,  Joseph  L.,  of  Tennessee,    31,  177,  307 
368,  974.  896,  340,  349,  350,  353 
WHliims,  Thomas  W.,  of  Connecticnt,    31,  103 
8»,  343,  965,  385,  387,  390,  391,397 

398,  340,  367,  373 
Williams,  James  W ,  of  Md.,  death  of,  and 

tribute  of  re^ct  to  the  memory  of  •    33 

eakginm  by  Mr.  Mason  on       •  -    33 

WiBthrop,  Robert  C,  of  Mass.,  138,  153,  163,  183 

l31.  910,  397,  337,  340,  344,  361,  384 

remarks  on  the  MU  to  repeal  the  bank« 

mptUw  -  -  -  -    66 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  excheqaer,    303 

Widovi  of  ie?olBtionary  soldiers,  pensions  to,    86 

396 
Wiscoasm  Territory,  commonieation  from  the 

Legislature  of  -  -  -88 

hill  toanthorize  the  election  of  certain 

officers  in       -          -          15a  333, 311 
hill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain accoonts  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  of          -          -          -  150 
bin  concerning  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  833 

bill  granting  the  right  of  pre«emption  to 

certain  settlers  in       -  -  •  341 

Ul  for  the  inq>roTement  of  certain  roads 

and  rivers  in  -  -  -  -  341 

hoi  gmtiBg  &  timet  of  land  to  the  town 
fxTFairplay,  in         •  -  -  849 


Wood,  Fernando,  of  New  York,   31,  146,  176,331 
Wyandot  Indians,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale 

of  ceriain  lands  ceded  by       -  -  367 

Y. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  Mr.  Adams's  motion  to  re- 
peal the  31st  rule        -      33,  37,  39,  43 

on  rejecting  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
gag  rule  -  -  -  -    40 

on  the  reference  of  the  exchequer  plan  -    44 

on  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  as  relates  to  General 
Jackson's   fine  -  -  -    44 

on  laying  Mr.  Botts's  question  of  privi- 
lege on  the  table         -  -  -    48 

on  refusing  to  entertain  the  question  of 
privilege         -  -  -  -48 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  coast  survey       -  -    78 

on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  15*rench  spoliation 
bill 90 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  allow  Mr. 
Wise  to  continue  his  remarks  99 

on  Mr.  Beeson's  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  taxins^  of  bank-notes,  and  gold 
and  silver  plate  -  -  -  103 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Morgan's 
abolition  resolntion     ...  107 

on  layinff  on  the  table  the  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  General  Jackson's  fine  114 

on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  consider  the  bill  to  re- 
fund General  Jackson's  fine  -  -  134 

on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Botts's  articles 
of  impeachment  on  the  table  -  -  145 

on  rejecting  Mr.  Botts's  resolution  of  im- 
peachment      ....  X46 

on  Mr.  Cushing's  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ex- 
chequer bill     -  -  -  .  )55 

on  Mr.  Wise's  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  exchequer 
bill 158 

on  the  joint  rale  in  relation  to  claims    -  158 

on  Mr.  Clifford's  resolution  directing 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  163 

163 

on  Mr.  Lowell's  resolution  directing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law       -  163 

on  Mr.  Toland's  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules    .....  1^ 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  act         -  .  168 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  act    ....  1^9 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
franking  privilege  to  the  chief  derk 
in  the  Department  of  State    -  -  188 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  extra  allowances 
to  public  officers         -  -  -  185 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr. 
Botts's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  printing  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the 
subject  of  colored  seamen    -  -  190 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  ordering  the 
printing  of  the  above  report  -  -  190 

on  la]ringon  the  table  the  motion  to  print 
the  above  report         -  -  -  190 

on  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  table  -  -  314 

on  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  plan  of  the  exchequer       -  -315 

on  the  reportof  the  majority  of  the  same 
committee  on  the  same  subject  -315 

on  Mr.  Wise's  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole    -  -  -  333 

on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
admit  Mr.  Clifford's  resolutions        •  337 


Yeas  and  Najrs — 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
resolution  to  take  the  French  spolia- 
tion bill  out  of  committee      -  -831 

on  Mr.  Adams's  motion  in  relation  to 
the  capture  of  Monterey        -  -335 

on  the  motion  to  lay  en  the  table  the  reso- 
lution to  take  the  navy  bill  out  of 
committee       ....  353 

on  Mr.  Arnold's  motion  to  make  bill  No. 
548  the  special  order  of  the  day     •  853 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  to  re* 
consider  the  vote  on  the  resolution  to 
take  the  French  spoliation  bill  out  of 
committee       ....  354 

on  Mr.  Giddings's  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Seldjcn,  Treastirer  of  the 
United  States  ....  377 

on  the  resolution  to  take  the  District  of 
Columbia  banks  bill  out  of  commit- 
tee        883 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
fixing  the  time  for  taking  bill  No.  548 
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on  the  motion  to  lay  bill  No.  548  on  the 
table 891 
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ture,  to  prevent  the  migration  of  free 
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on  laying  the  harbor  bill  on  the  table  -  340 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  bill 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  portions 
of  the  apportionment  act        -  -  343 

on  rejecting  the  above  bill         -  •  343 

on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  above 
vote    -  -  -  -  .  344 
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on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
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[Tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
secret  session,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1842,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

*^Re9ob9ed^  That  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  removed  from  the  British 
treaty,  the  correspondence  which  ac- 
companied it,  and  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate  thereon,  embracinig:  the 
q;)eeches  and  remarks  of  Senators,  as 
soon  ar  the  ratifications  of  the  said  trea- 
ty shall  have  been  exchanged,  and  it 
itwll  have  been  proclaimed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States." 

Hie  ratifications  of  the  treaty  were 
not  exchanged  in  time  for  us  to  publish 
the  |m)ceedings,  correspond^ce,  and 
speeches  thereon,  in  the  Congressional 
Gtobe  and  Appendix  for  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  to  which  they  properly 
belong.  Therefore,  in  order  to  preserve 
these  important  papers,  we  shall  pub- 
lish them  in  our  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  for  the  coming  session  of 
Congress.  The  proceedings  and  the 
ccNrrespondence  we  shall  publish  in  the 
Congressional  Globe.  The  speeches 
made  by  the  Senators  in  secret  session 
we  shall  publish  in  the  Appendix,  as 
6st  as  they  come  to  our  hands.  They 
will  all  be  contained,  probably,  in  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  numbers  of 
the  Appendix:  the  first  number,  and 
part  of  the  second,  it  is  supposed,  will 
be  occupied  by  the  President's  annual 
message  to  Congress,  and  the  reports 
of  the  several  heads  of  departments, 
which  may  accompany  it. 

We  shall  print  between  four  and  five 
thousand  surplus  copies  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  complete  copies 
to  all  persons  who  may  subscribe  for 
those  works  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next. 

We  shall  send  to  some  of  our  friends 
a  copy  of  this  number  of  the  Congres- 
8k)nal  Globe,  with  a  Prospectus  in  it, 
with  the  hope  that  they  will  obtain  some 
subscrit)ers  for  us. — Editors  Coxgres- 
tioiUL  Qlobe.] 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  SENATE  ON  THE 
BRITISH  TREATY,  IN  SECRET  SES- 
SION. 

Thursday,  August  11,  1842. 

Tbe  message  was  read. 

The  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  the 
possessions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  North 
America,  for  the  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  and  for  the  giring  up  of  criminals  fu- 
gitive from  justice,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  twice 
by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives, 

Ordered,  That  the  treaty,  with  the  message  and 
accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relation.^  and  printed,  in  confi- 
dence, for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Monday,  August  15, 1842. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  1 1th  instant^ 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jtives, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  treaty  be  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Weanesday^ext,  the 
17ih  instant,  at  1  o'clock, 

Wedngsday,  Aug)ist  17, 1842L 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain;  and, 
after  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives^ 

Ordered,  That  ft  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  * 
order  of  the  day  for,  lo-morrow,  at  half-past  eUven 
o'clock. 

TmjRSDAT,  August  18, 1842. 

Mr.  Conrad  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

flesolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  the  Senate  all  documents  on  file  in  the  Staie 
Department,  connected  with  the  liberation  of  cer- 
tain slaves,  the  property  of  American  cuizens, 
which  were  taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner 
Hermoxt,  near  Abaco,  were  earned  into  Nassau, 
and  then  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities;  also, 
copies  ot  any  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  on  the  suojcct  of  said  slaves,  between 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  and  the  British  Government. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
Consider  the  said  resolution,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lav  the  said  reso- 
lution before  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  President  pro  tempore  informed  the  Senate 
th^t  the  Secretary,  having  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  the  resolution  passed  this 
day,  requesting  the  documents  and  correspondence 
relative  to  the  slaves  on  board  the  Hermosa,  the 
papers  called  for  were  forthwith  delivered  to  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  wtth  a  request  that,  as 
they  were  originals,  they  might,  at  a  proper  lime, 
be  returned  to  the  department. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain;  and,  alter  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  postponed  to,  and  made  ihe 
order  of  the  day  for,  to  morrow,  at  half-f  a>l  elevf  n 
o'clock. 

FftiDAY,  August  19,  1842. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain;  and,  after  debate,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  the  treaty  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Williams  submiiiedthe  following  resolution: 

fiesolred,  That  the  treaty  and  documents  now 
under  consideration  be  recommitied  to  ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relation^;,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  resolution,  directing  the  President  of  the  United 
Siales  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  and  to  report  such  contingent  measures 
as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  maintain 
the  just  right  of  the  nation. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  procecdt^d  to 
consider  the  said  resolulion;  and, 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays 
31. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  (the  yeas  aqd  nfiys 
being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Senators  present,) 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Fulton,  Linn,  Smit^  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Ben^, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller^ 
Morehead,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  White,  Woodbridge, 
Woodbury,  Young. 

So  Ihe  resolulion  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

To  strike  out  the  eighth  article  frcmi  the  trea^. 

The  Question  was  slated— "Shall  the  eighth  artl- 
ele  stand  as  part  of  the  ireatyT'  and,  after  djtfbate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Saturday,  August  20,  1842. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
treaty  with  Gt'eat  Britain;  aad, 

The  question  recurring,  "Shall  the  eighth  arti- 
cle stand  as  part  of  the  treaty  V  after  deUUe, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affinnative^yeas  37, 
nays  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirnniive  aie— 
'  Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  BeirieD, 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Critten- 
den, Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham.  Iw4ei3Bon, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Merrickj,  Mil- 
ler, Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston,  Klvee, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague/Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbridge, 
Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are-r- 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bert, Linn,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conriecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright. 

On  mo' ion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

To  strike  out  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
the  following  words: 

"To  the  outlet  of  the  Lake  Pohenligamook;  the^ee 
souihwesiwardly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  a  point  on 
the  northwest  branch  of  the  river  St.  John,  which 

Eoint  shall  be  ten  miles  distant  from  the  main 
ranch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a  straight  line,  and  in 
the  nearest  direction;  but  if  the  said  point  shall  be 
found  to  be  less  than  sevei^  miles  from  the  nearet^ 
point  of  the  summit  or  crest  of  the  highlands 
that  divide  those  rivers  which  empty  themselves 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 


into  the  river  St.  John,  then  the  said  point  shall  be 
made  to  recede  down  the  said  northwest  branch  of 
the  river  St.  John,  to  a  point  seven  miles,  in  a 
straight  Ifne,  from  the  said  summit  or  crest;  thence  in 
a  straight  line,  in  a  course  about  south  eight  degrees 
west,  to  the  point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of 
46°  2.5'  north  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John;  thence  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the 
source  thereof  in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjarmette 

portage." 

After  debate,  on  the  question,  Shall  these  words 
stand  as  part  of  the  first  artlclel 

It  was  delermined  in  the   affirmative— yeas  38, 
nays  11. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berri- 
en, .Calhoun,  Choate.  Clayton,   Conrad,   Crafts, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Man- 
gum, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rives,  Sevier;  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana. Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  While,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  and  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Linn, 
Smith  of  Conheclicut,'Sturgeon,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  and  Young. 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  treaty  and  documents  now  un- 
der consideration  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  with  instructions  to  report 
an  amendment  to  the  treaty,  stipulating  the  right  of 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  driven  by  tempest 
or  carried  by  violence  into  any  of  the  Briu'sh  West 
India  islands,  to  depart  from  the  same  with  all  ihcii: 
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contents  of  persons  and  property,  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch,  and  aAer  receiving  the  hospitable 
treatment  due  to  misl'ortune. 
After  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 
It  was  determined  in  the  negatire — ^yeas  U,  nays 
37. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  Senators  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are-«- 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
rad, Linn,  fSmith  of  Uonnecticut,  Sturgeon,  Walk- 
er, Williams,  and  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,    Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Qrabam,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Poner,  Preston, 
Rives,     Sevier,    Simmons,    Smith    of    Indiana, 
Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,   White,   Wilcox, 
Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resfilvedf  That  the  treaty  and  documents  now 
under  consideration  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  resolution  directing  the  President  o^  the 
United  States  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the 
disputed  territory  up  to  the  line  designated  by  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,   and  to  maintain  the 
State  of  Maine  in  possession  of  the  territory  south 
of  that  line. 
After  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  2,  nays 

37. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of 
the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are—     ^ 

Messrs.  Benton,  Sevier. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Calhoun, Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington.  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  White,  Wilcox,  Wood- 
bridge. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tappan, 

To  strike  out  of  the  fifth  article  the  following 
•words,  viK 

''And  further  to  pay  and  satisfy  said  States,  re- 
spectively, for  all  claims  for  expenses  incurred  by 
them  in  protecting  the  said  heretofore  disputed  ter- 
ritory, and  making  a  survey  thereof,  in  1838;  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  agreeing  with 
the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  pay  them 
the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  equal  moieties,  on  account  of  their  assent 
to  the  line  of  boundary  described  in  this  treaty, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  conditions  and  equiva- 
lents received  therefor  from  the  Qovcrnment  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty;" 

After  debate,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  these 
words  stand  as  part  of  the  fifth  article?" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  34, 
havs  10. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,    Bates,  Bayard,   Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafis,  Cuthbert,. 
Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hun- 
tington, Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,   Sevier,    Sim- 
mons, Smith    of  Indiana,    Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
While,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  ihe  negative  are — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
rad, Crittenden,  Linu,  Smith  of  Connecticuf,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan. 
1^0  further  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
Mr.  Rives  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved^  {Jtwo-thirds  of  ihe  Senators  present  con- 
curring,)  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to 
the^ratificaiion  of  the  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the 
boundaries  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
Statesand  the  possessions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty 
in  North  America,  for  the  final  suppression  oi  the 
Africah    slave-trade,  and    for   tne  giving  up  of 
criminals  fugitive  .from  justice,  in  certain  cases. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution. 
On  the  question  to  agree  th^eto, 


It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  39, 
nays  9. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are- 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafis,  Critten- 
den, Cuthbert,  Davton,  Evans,   Fulton,  Graham, 
Henderson,   Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Sevier,  Simmops,  Smith  of   Indiana, 
Sprague,   Tallmadge,  Tappan,   Walker,  White, 
Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
racT,  Linn,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Wil- 
liams. 
So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  resolu- 
tion before  the  President  of  the  iJ^nited  States. 

Tuesday,  August  23,  1842. 

Mr.  Crittenden  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved  by  Ihe  Senate^  That  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  removed  as  to  the  late  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  there- 
on; except  only  that  this  resolution  shall  not  au- 
thorize the  publication  of  said  treaty,  oj:  any  amend- 
ment proposed,  or  proceeding  relating  thereto,  or 
any  speech  made  in  the  Senate  on  its  consideration 
and  discussion. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  W  right. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

WEDNESDiY,  August  24, 1842. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conrad, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  return 
to  the  Department  of  Slate  the  original  papers  ob- 
tained from  that  department,  under  the  resolution 
of  the  18th  instant,  relating  to  the  slaves  that  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Hermosa, 
and  liberated  by  the  British  colonial  authorities  at 
Nassau. 

Monday,  August  29, 1842. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  forth- 
with removed  from  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
the  correspondence  which  accompanied  it,  and  the 
proceedings  thereon,  including  tne  speeches  and 
remarks  of  the  Senators. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  bjr  Mr.  Preston, 

That  the  said  resolution  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives, 

That  the  said  resolution  be  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  following: 

"As  soon  as  the  treaty  shall  have  been  proclaimed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  as  having 
been  duly  ratified  by  both  parties." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any 
conferences,  written  or  oral,  formal  or  informal, 
took  place  between  the  American  negotiator  and 
the  late  special  minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  Stales,  in  relation  to  the  payment,  assump- 
tion, or  guarantee  of  the  State  debts  by  the  United 
States;  and,  if  so,  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Senate. 

Tuesday,  August  30, 1842. 

On  raoiion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
The  Senate' resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  him    yesterday,  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Rives; 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
That  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  lie 
on  Ihe  table. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — veas  16,  nays 
19. 
On  raotjon  by  Mr.  Allen, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  Senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  afl[irmative  are — 
Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Rives,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge. 
Ttiose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.    Allen,    Archer,  Bagby,  Bavard,  Ben- 
ton, Buchanan,  Cntlts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fal- 


tou,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Merrick^ 
Preston,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tappan,  Woodbury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conrad, 

To  amend  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, by  strikinfi"  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,** 
and  inserting  the  following: 

"7%a/  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from 
the  proceedings  and  debates  on  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  recently  ratified  by  this  body,  as  soon  as  the 
ratification  thereof  by  the  British  Uovemment  shall 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Executivr,'^ 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

That  the  said  resolution  and  proposed  amend- 
ment lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  determined  in  the  afllrmarive — yeas  17, 
nays  15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afiirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crafts, 
Cuthbert,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,  Tallmadge, 
Woodbridge. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

Messrh.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bnchan- 
an,  Crittenden,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Morehead,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Woodbury. 

Mr.  BucHanan  submilted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  British  treaty,  the  corresplondence 
which  accompanied  it.  and  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  thereon,  embracing  the  speeches  and  re- 
marks of  Senators,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of 
the  said  treaty  shall  have  been  exchanged,  and  it 
shall  have  been  proclaimed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 


OFFIOUL  PAPERS 

Connected  iffith  ihe  treaty  of  Waehingion, 

MHS8AGE 
FROM  T.IB  PRESIDENT  OP  TH-:  UNITED  STATSa, 

TrafunUtting  the  treaty  vdth  Great  Britain  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Statee, 


To  THE  SR3f  ATB  OF  THK  UxiTED  StATKS: 

I  have  the  satis&ction  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  resuita  of  the  negotiationa  recently  had  in 
this  city  with  the  British  Minister  special  aad  ex- 
traordinary. 

These  refiults  comprise — 

lift.  A  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boundaries 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
possessions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  Ame- 
rica, for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
and  the  surrender  of  criminals  fugitive  from  justice 
in  certain  eases. 

2d.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  British 
West  Indies  with  American  merchant  vessels  driven 
by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  violence,  into  the 
ports  of  those  colonies. 

3d.  A  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the 
attack  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline^ 

4th.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment. 

If  this  treaty  shall  receive  the  approbation  of  th(> 
Senate,  it  will  terminate  adififerenceiespecting  boun- 
dary which  has  long  subsisted  between  the  two  Gov- 
ern men  Is,  has  been  the  subject  of  several  ineflbctual 
attempts  at  settlement,  and  has  sometimes  led  to 
great  irritation,  not  without  danger  of  disturbing  the 
existing  peace.  Both  the  United  States,  and  the 
States  more  immediately  concerned,  have  entertain- 
ed no  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  American  title  to 
all  the  territory  which  has  been  in  dispute;  but  that 
title  was  controveitcd,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  agreed  to  make  the  dispute  a  sub- 
ject of  arbitration.  One  arbitration  had  been  actu- 
ally had,  but  hid  failed  to  settle  the  controversy;  and 
it  was  found,  at  the  commencement  of  last  year,  that 
a  correspondence  had  been  in  progress  between  the 
two  Governments  for  a  joint  commission,  with  an 
ultimate  reference  to  an  umpire  or  arbitrator,  with 
authority  to  make  a  final  degii^on.    That  correspon- 
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ijocf,  however,  had  been  retarded  by  various  occur- 
TfioM,  tod  had  como  to  no  definite  result  when  the 
•pedal  misnon  of  Lord  Ashburton  was  announced. 
TktB  morement  on  the  part  of  England  afforded,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Executrve,  a  favorable  opportu- 
oky  for  making  an  attempt  to  settle  this  long-exist- 
ii^  rontroversy  bj  some  agreement  or  treaty,  with- 
Mi  fiirtlitr  reference  to  arbitration.  It  seemed 
iBiirely  proper  that,  if  this  purpose  were  entertained, 
panrnh***^**  should  be  had  with  the  authorities  of 
the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Letters, 
thcRfore,  of  which  copies  are  herewith  communicated, 
wmt  addnased  to  the  Governors  of  thoae  States, 
nggesting  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed 
bf  each  of  them,  respectively,  to  repair  to  this  6ity 
lod  Main'  with  the  muthortties  of  this  Government, 
out  fine,  by  agreement  or  compromise,  with  its  equiva- 
Iwtsaiid  compensations.  Thia  suggestion  was  met 
b^  both  8utes  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  patriotism, 
aid  promptly  complied  with.  Four  commissioners 
oa  tht  part  of  Maine,  and  three  on  the  part  of  Masaa- 
dnwcta  (all  persons  of  distinction  and  high  character) 
sere  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  lost  no 
DDe  in  presenting  themselves  at  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
Diait  of  the  United  States.  These  commissioners 
htre  been  in  correspondence  with  this  Government 
iviog  the  period  of  the  discussions;  have  enjoyed  its 
omfidaKe  and  freest  communications;  have  aided 
the  gBoeral  object  with  their  counsel  and  advice;  and, 
is  the  end,  have  unanimously  signified  their  assent 
to  the  linepcopoeed  in  the  treaty. 

DidiBarily,  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to  reconcile 
nd  bring  together  such  a  varie^  of  interests  in  a 
bmUct  in  itself  difficult  and  perplexed;  but  the  efforts 
^the  Government  in  attempting  to  accomplish  this 
dewaUs  object  ha^e  been  seconded  and  sustained 
bj  a  ipirit  of  acconunodation  and  conciliation  on  the 
part  of  die  States  concerned,  to  which  much  of  the 
ncccsi  of  these  efforts  is  to  be  ascribed. 

Cooneded  with  the  settlement  of  the  Ihie  of  the 
Northnstem  boondary,  so  ftur  as  it  respects  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  is  the  continuation  of 
thst  line  along  the  highlands  to  the  north  westernmost 
bttd  of  Connecticut  river.  Which  of  the  sources  of 
that  stream  is  entitled  to  this  character,  has  been 
isattsr  of  controversy,  and  is  of  some  interest  to  the 
Stale  of  New  Hampshire.  The  King  of  the  Nether- 
knds  decided  the  main  branch  to  be  the  north  west- 
ernmost head  of  the  Connecticut  This  did  not  sat- 
wfj  the  daim  of  New  Hampshire.  The  line  agreed 
to  in  the  present  treaty  follows  the  highlands  to  the 
bead  of  Hall's  stream,  and  thence  down  that  river, 
f^ttf^rim^  the  whole  claim  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
wtahHehing  her  title  to  100,000  acres  of  territory 
Bore  than -she  would  have  had  by  the  decision  of  the 
Cing  of  the  Netherlands. 

B^  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  line  is  to  proceed  down 
the  Connecticut  river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north 
iatitadcand  thence  west,  by  that  parallel,  till  it  strikes 
^  St  Lawrence.  Recent  examinations  having  as- 
cntaiaed  that  the  line  heretofore  received  as  the  true 
Hoe  of  ladtode  between  those  points  was  erroneous, 
lod  that  the  correction  of  this  error  would  not  only 
Invc,  on  the  British  side,  a  considerable  tract  of  ter- 
ritoiy  heretofore  supposed  to  belong  to  the  States  of 
Vfnnoot  and  New  Yorit,  but  also  Rouse's  Point,  tho 
utt  of  a  military  work,  of  the  United  States;  it  has 
he«Q  regarded  as  an  object  of  importance,  not  only  to 
niafaliah  the  rights  and  jurisdiction  of  those  States  up 
lo  the  fine  to  which  they  have  been  considered  to  ex- 
ttod,  but  also  to  comprehend  Rouse's  Point  within 
the  tcnitory  of  the  United  States.  The  rclmquish- 
neiit  by  the  British  Government  of  all  the  territory 
wnth  ^the  tine  heretofore  considered  to  be  the  true 
lot,  has  been  obtained;  and  the  confideration  for 
this  relinqtiishnient  is  to  enure,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  to  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

The  Ifaie  of  boundary,  then,  from  the  source  of  the 
K  Croiz  to  the  8t  Lawreace,  so  far  afi  Maine  and 
MassBchosetta  are  concerned,  is  fixed  by  their  own 
ctnseiit,  and  for  considerations  satis&ctory  to  them; 
the  chief  of  these  considerations  being  the  privilege 
of  transporting  the  lumber  and  agricultural  products 
grown  and  raised  in  Mune,  on  the  waters  of  the  St. 
Johntmi^ts  tribsiiries,  down  that  river  to  the  ocean, 
free  fiRMV  iibposidon  or  disability.    The  importance 

perpetual  In  its  terms,  to  a  country 
by  pine  forests  of  great  value,  and 


much  of  it  capable  hereafter  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment, is  not  a  matter  upon  which  the  opinion  of  in- 
telligent men  is  likely  to  be  divided. 

So  far  as  New  Hampshire  id  concerned,  the  treaty 
secures  all  that  bhe  requires ;  and  New  York  and 
Vermont  are  quieted  to  the  extent  of  their  claim  and 
occupation.  The  difiference  which  would  be  made 
in  the  northern  boundary  of  these  two  States,  by 
correcting  the  parallel  of  latitude,  may  be  seen  on 
Tanner's  maps,  (1836,)  new  atlas,  maps  Nos.  6 
and  9. 

From  the  intersection  of  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude  with  the  St  Lawrence,  and  along  that  river 
and  the  lakes  to  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  the  line  was  defini- 
tively ftgrecd  on  by  the  commimioners  of  the  two  Gov- 
ernraenU:,  under  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  between  this  last-mentioned  point  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  the  commissioners  acting  under  the  7th 
article  of  that  treaty  found  several  matters  of  dis- 
agreement, and  therefore  made  no  joint  report  to 
their  respective  Governments.  The  first  of  these  was 
Sugar  island,  or  St.  George's  island,  lying  in  St. 
Mary's  river,  or  the  watei  communication  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  By  the  present  treaty, 
this  island  is  embraced  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.  Botli  from  soil  and  position,  it  is  regarded 
as  of  much  value. 

Another  matter  of  difference  was  the  manner  of 
extending  the  line  from  the  point  at  vriiich  the  com- 
missioners arrived,  north  of  He  Royale,  in  Lake  Su- 
perior, to  the  Lake  of  theAVoods.  The  British  com- 
missioner insisted  on  proceeding  to  Fond  du  Lac,  at 
the  southwest  angle  of  the  lake,  and  thence,  by  the 
river  St  liouis,  to  the  Rainy  Lake.  The  American 
commissioner  supposed  the  true  course  to  be,  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  the  Dog  river.  Attempts  were  made 
to  compromise  this  difference,  but  without  success. 
The  details  of  these  proceedings  are  found  at  length 
in  the  printed  separate  reports  of  the  commissioners. 

From  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  remote 
country  at  tho  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  some  of 
the  descriptions  in  that  treaty  do  not  harmonize  with 
its  natural  features,  as  now  ascertained.  *'Long 
Lake"  is  nowhere  to  be  found  under  that  name. 
'Inhere  is  reason  for  supposing,  however,  that  the 
sheet  of  water  intended  by  that  name  is  the  estuary 
at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river.  The  present  treaty, 
therefore,  adopts  that  estuary  and  river,  and  after- 
wards.pursues  the  usual  route,  across  the  height  of 
land  by  the  various  portages  and  small  lakes,  till 
the  line  reaches  Rainy  Lake ;  from  which  the  com- 
missioners agreed  on  the  extension  of  it  to  its  termi- 
nation, in  the  northwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  The  region  of  country  on  and  near  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  between  Pigeon  river  on  the  north,  and 
Fond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St  Louis  on  the  south  and 
west,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region,  is  thus 
included  within  the  United  States.  It  embraces  a  ter- 
ritory of  four  millions  of  acres,  northward  of  the  claim 
set  up  by  the  British  commissioner  under  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  From  the  height  of  land  at  the  head  of 
Pigeon  river,  westerly  to  the  Rainy  Lake,  the  coun- 
try is  undcrHtooil  to  be  of  little  value,  being  described 
by  surveyors,  and  marked  on  the  map,  as  a  region  of 
rock  and  water. 

From  the  northwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  which  is  found  to  be  in  latitude  45  deg.  23 
min.  55  sec.  north,  existing  treaties  require  the  line 
to  be  run  due  south  to  its  intersection  with  the  45th 
parallel,  and  thence  along  that  parallel  to  the  Rocky 
mountains.  , 

After  sundry  informal  communicationii  with  the 
British  minister  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the 
two  countries  to  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, PC  liule  probability  was  found  to  exbt  of  com- 
ing to  any  agreement  on  that  subject  at  present,  that 
it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  make  it  one  of  the 
subjects  of  formal  negotiation,  to  be  entered  upon  be- 
tween this  Government  and  the  British  minister,  as 
part  of  his  duties' under  hb  special  mission. 

By  the  treaty  of  1 783,  the  Ime  of  division  along 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  from  the  place  where  the  45th 
parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  St  Lawrence, 
to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior,  is  invariably  to  be 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  such  waters,  and  not 
through  the  middle  of  their  main  channels.  Such  a 
line,  U*  extended  according  to  the  literal  terms  of  the 


treaty,  would,  it  is  obvious,  occasionally  intersect 
islands.  The  manner  in  which  the  commissioners  of 
the  two  Governments  dealt  with  this  difiieult  subject 
may  be  seen  in  their  reports.  But  where  the  line, 
thus  foUowmg  the  middle  of  the  river,  or  water- 
course, did  not  meet  with  islands,  yet  it  was  liable 
sometimes  to  leave  the  only  practicable  navigable 
channel  altogether  on  one  side.  The  treaty  made  no 
provision  for  the  common  use  of  the  waters  by  the 
citizens  and  subjects  ot  both  countries. 

It  has  happened,  therefore,  in  a  few  instances,  that 
i]xe  use  of  the  river,  in  particular  places,  vrould  be 
greatly  diminished,  to  one  party  or  the  other,  if,  in 
fact,  there  was  not  a  choice  in  the  use  of  channels 
and  passages.  Thus,  at  the  Long  Sault,  in  the  St 
Lawrence — a  dangerous  passage,  practicable  only  for 
boats — the  only  safe  run  is  between  the  Lopg  Sault 
islands  and  Bamhart's  island  (all  which  belong  to  the 
United  States)  on  ono  side,  and  the  American  shore 
on  the  other.  On  the  other  hand,  by  far  the  best 
passage  for  vessels  of  any  depth  of  water,  firom  Lake 
Erie  into  the  Detroit  river,  is  between  Bois  Blanc,  a 
British  island,  and  the  Canadian  shore.  So  again 
there  are  several  channels  or  passages,  of  different 
degrees  of  &cility  and  usefulness,  between  the  several 
islands  in  the  river  St  Clair,  at  or  near  its  entry 
into  the  lake  of  that  name.  In  these  three  cases,  the 
treaty  provides  that  all  the  several  passages  and 
channels  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  eit^ 
izens  and  subjects  of  both  parties. 

The  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  the  complaints  made  to  tliis  Government 
withhi  the  last  three  or  four  years,  (many  of  them  but 
too  well  founded,)  of  the  visitation,  seiaure,  and  de- 
tention of  American  vessels  on  that  coast  by  British 
cruisers,  could  not '  but  form  a  delicate  and  highly 
important  part  of  the  negotiations  which  have  now 
been  held. 

The  early  and  prominent  part  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  taken  for  the  abolition 
of  this  unlawful  and  inhuman  traffic,  is  well  known. 
By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  trafiSc  in  slaves  is  irreconcileable 
with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  that 
both  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  dosirotts 
of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  aboli- 
tion; and  it  is  thereby  agreed  that  both  the  contraet- 
irtg  parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object  The  Government  of 
the  1  Tnited  States  has,  by  law,  declared  the  African 
slave-trade  piracy;  and,  at  its  suggestion,  other  na- 
tions have  made  similar  enactments.  It  has  not  been 
wanting  in  honest  and  zealous  efforts,  made  in  con 
formity  with  the  vrishes  of  the  whole  country,  to  ac- 
complish the  entire  abolition  of  the  trafiSc  in  slaves 
upon  the  African  coast ;  but  these  efforts,  and  those 
of  other  countries  directed  to  the  same  end,  have 
proved,  to  a  considerable  degree,  unsuccessful. 
Treaties  are  known  to  have  been  entered  into  some 
years  ago  between  England  and  France,  by  which 
the  former  power,  which  usually  maintains  a  large 
naval  force  on  the  African  station,  was  authorized  to 
seize,  and  bring  in  for  adjudication,  vessels  found  en- 
gaged in  the  slave-trade  under  the  French  flag. 

It  is  known  that,  in  December  last,  a  treaty  was 
signed  in  London  by  the  representatives  of  England, 
France,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  having  for  its 
professed  object  a  strong  and  united  effort  of  the  five 
powers  to  put  an  end  to  the  trafilic  This  treaty  was 
not  officially  communicated  to  the  Government  of 
tho  United  States ;  but  its  provisions  and  stipulations 
are  supposed  to  be  accurately  known  to  the  public 
It  is  understood  to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of 
Franca. 

No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this 
Government  to  become  a  party  to  this  treaty;  but  the 
course  it  might  take  in  regard  to  it  has  excited  no 
small  degree  of  attention  and  discussion  in  Europe, 
as  tho  principle  u|>«a  which  it  is  founded,  and  the 
stipulations  whioh  it  contains,  have  caused  warm 
animadversion  and  great  political  excitement 

In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  I  endeavored  to  state  the 
principles  which  this  Government  supports  respect* 
ing  the  right  of  search  and  the  imiQunity  of  flags. 
Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles  fully,  at  the 
ska»  tim«  that  existing  obligations  should  be  fulfiUed| 
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I  hav6  ihougtitit  most  coniistMit  with  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  country  that  it  ahould  execute  its 
own  laws,  and  perform  its  own  obligations,  hy  its 
own  means  and  its  own  power.  The  examination 
or  viiitatton  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation 
by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purpose  except 
those  known  and  acknowledged  ij  the  lajir  of  na^ 
tions,  under  whatever  restraints  or  regulations/it 
may  take  place,  may  lead  to  dangerous  results.  /It 
is  far  better,  by  other  means,  to  supersede  any  sup- 
posed necessity,  or  any  motive,  for  such  examination 
or  visitJ  Int^erenoe  with  a  merchant  vessel  by  an 
armed  cruiser  ui  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt 
to  touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to 
aflect  the  interests  of  individuals.  It  has  been 
thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but  at 
the  same  time  as  renM>ving  all  pretext  on  the  part  of 
others  fix-  isolating  the  immunities  of  the  American 
flag  upon  the  seas,  ns  they  exist  and  are  defined  by 
the  law  of  nations,  to  enter  into  the  articles  now 
submitted  to  the  8«Bate. 

The  treaty  which  I  now  submit  to  you  proposes  no 
alteration,  mitigation,  or  modification  of  the  rules  of 
the  law  of  nations.  It  provides  simply  that  each  of 
the  two  Governments  shall  maintain,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  sufficient  squadron  to  enforce,  separately 
and  reflectively,  the  laws,  rights,  and  oUigations  of 
the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance  has  rec- 
ommended this  mode  of  fblfilling  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  the  country.  Our  commerce  along  the 
weestem  coast  of  Afiica  is  extensive,  and  supposed  to 
be  increasing.  There  is  reason  to  think  that,  in  many 
cases^  those  engaged  in  it  have  met  with  interruptions 
and  annoyances,  caused  by  the  jealousy  and  instiga- 
tion of  rivals  engaged  in  the  same  trade.  Many  com- 
plainli  on  this  subject  have  reached  the  Government 
A  respectable  naval  force  on  the  coast  is  the  natural 
resort  and  security  against  further  occurrences  of  this 
kind. 

The  surrender  to  justice  of  persons  who,  having 
committed  high  crimes,  seek  an  asylum  in  the  territo- 
ries of  a  neighboring  nation,  would  seem  to  be  an  act 
due  to  the  cause  of  general  justice,  and  properly  be- 
longing to  the  present  state  of  dviHxation  and  inter- 
course. The  British  provinces  of  North  America  are 
separated  firom  the  States  of  the  Union  by  a  line  pf 
several  thousand  miles ;  and,  along  portions  of  this 
Hue,  the  amount  of  population  on  either  side  is  quite 
considerable,  while  the  passage  of  the  boundary  is 
always  easy. 

Offenders  against  the  law,  on  the  on»side,  Ifsansfer 
themselves  to  the  other.  Sometimes,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, they  are  brought  to  justice;  but  very  often 
they  whoUy  escape.  A  consciousness  of  immunity, 
from  the  power  of  avoiding  justice  in  tins  way,  insti- 
gates the  unprincipled  and  teckless  to  the  commis- 
sion of  ofibnces ;  and  the  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood of  the  border  are  consequently  often  disturbed. 

In  the  case  of  offenden  fleeing  from  Canada  into 
the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  States  are  often 
applied  to  for  their  suirender;  and  questions  of  a  very 
embarrassing  nature  arise  f^om  these  applications. 
It  has  been  thought  highly  important,  therefore,  to 
provide  for  the  whole  case,  by  a  proper  treaty  stipula- 
tion. The  article  on  the  subject  in  the  proposed  trea- 
ty is  carefully  cohfined  to  such  offences  as  all  man- 
land  agree  to  regard  as  heinous,  and  destructive  of 
the  security  of  life  and  property.  In  this  careful  and 
qpedfic  enumeration  of  crimes,  the  object  has  been 
to  exclude  all  political  ofiences,  or  criminal  charges, 
arising  from  wars  orintAtine  commotions.  Treason, 
misprision  of  treason,  Ijbels,  desertion  from  military 
service,  and  other  oflknces  of  similar  character,  are 
excluded. 

And  lest  some  unforeseen  inconvenience  or  unex- 
pected abuse  should  arise  from  the  stipulation,  ren- 
dering its  continuance,  in  the  opinion  of  one  or  both 
•of  the  parties,  not  longer  desiraMe,  it  is  left  in  the 
power  of  either  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  will. 

The  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at 
Scfalosser,  four  or  five  years  ago,  occasioned  no  small 
degree  of  excitement  at  the  time,  and  became  the 
•object  of  correspondence  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. That  conreqppndence  having  bean  suspended 
fw  a  eoDsiAMrabie  firiod^  ynm  renewed  hi  the  spring 


of  the  last  year,  but,  no  satisfactory  result  having 
been  arrived  at,  it  was  thought  proper,  though  the 
occurrence  had  ceased  to  be  fresh  and  recent,  not 
to  omit  attention  to  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  has  only  been  so  &r  discussed,  in  the  correspon- 
dence now  submitted,  as  it  was  accomplished  by  a 
violation  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Stetes.  The 
letter  of  the  British  minister,  while  he  attempte  to 
justify  that  violation  upon  the  ground  of  a  pressing 
and  overruling  necessity — admitting,  nevertheless, 
that,  even  if  justifiable,  an  apology  was  due  for  it,  and 
accompanying  this  acknowledgment  with  assurances 
of  the  sacred  regard  of  his  Government  fo^r  the  invio- 
lability of  national  territory — ^has  seemed  to  me  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  forbearance  from  any  further  re- 
monstrance ag^nst  what  took  place,  as  an  aggres- 
sion, on  the  soil  and  territory  of  the  country. 

On  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  British 
authorities  in  the  West  Indies,  a  confident  hope  is  en- 
tertained that  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place,  showing  the  grounds  teken  by  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  engagemente  entered  into  by  the  Brit- 
ish minister,  will  be  fotmd  such  as  to  satisfy  the 
just  expectetion  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stetes. 

The  impressment  of  seamen  from  merchant  vessels 
of  this  country  by  British  cruisers,  although  not 
practised  in  time  of  peace,  (and,  therefore,  not 
at  present  a  productive  cause  of  difference  and  ir- 
ritetion,)  has,  nevertheless,  hitherto  been  so  promi- 
nent a  topic  of  controversy,  and  is  so  likely  to  bring 
on  reneyred  contentions  at  the  first  ^breaking  out  of 
an  European  war,  that  it  has  been  thought  the  part  of 
wisdom  now  to  take  it  into  serious  and  earnest  con- 
sideration. The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Britidi  minister  explains  the  ground  which 
the  Govenunent  has  assumed,  and  the  principles 
which  it  means  to  uphold.  For  the  defence  of  these 
grounds,  and  the  maintenance  of  these  principles, 
the  most  perfect  reliance  is  placed  on  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  American  people,  and  on  tbeb  firmness 
and  patriotism  in  whatever  touches  the  honor  of  the 
country,  or  ito  great  and  essential  intereste. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WASHiireToir,  August  11,  1842. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  BRITISH 
SPECIAL  MISSION. 

NORTBRASnfiRN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  BOnNDARY. 

Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  June  13, 1842. 

Sir:  On  considering  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
proceeding  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  and  satisfactory 
terminalion  of  the  long-continued  controversy  re- 
specting the  Nortbeasiem  boundary  between  the 
British  colony  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  I  believe  tbat  I  may  confidently  conclude, 
from  what  has  passed  in  the  preliminary  confer- 
ences which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  holaing  with 
you^  that  we  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  no  advan- 
tage would  be  gained  by  reverting  to  the  intermi- 
nable discussion  on  the  general  gronnds  on  which 
each  parly  considers  their  claims  respectively  to 
rest.  In  the  course  of  the  many  years  tnat  this  dis- 
cussion has  lasted,  every  ar^rument,  on  either  side, 
is  apparently  exhausted,  and  that  without  any  ap- 
proach to  an  agreement.  The  present  attempt, 
therefore,  of  a  settlement,  must  rest,  for  its  success, 
not  on  the  renewal  of  a  controversy,  but  on  pro- 
ceeding on  the  presumption  that,  all  means  of  a  re- 
ciprocal conviction  having  failed  as  also  the  exper- 
iment of  catling  in  the  aid  of  a  friendly  arbiter  and 
umpire,  there  remains  only  the  aUernative  of  a 
compromise  for  the  solution  of  this  otherwise  ap- 
parently insurmountable  difiicultyj  unless,  indeed. 
It  were  determined  to  try  a  second  arbitration,  at- 
tended by  its  delay,  trouble,  and  expense,  in  defiance 
of  past  experience  as  to  the  probability  of  any  more 
satisfactory  results. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  should  our  present 
attempt  unfortunately  fail,  there  might  remain  no 
other  alternative  but  a  second  reference;  yet  when 
1  consider  all  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  attend- 
ing it,  I  trust  that  all  j>arties  interested  will  come  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  very  intricate  details  con- 
nected with  the  case  must  be  better  l^nown  and 
judged  by  our  two  Gk)vemments  than  any  diligence 
can  make  them  to  be  by  any  third  party,  and  tbat  a 
sincere  candid  disposition  to  give  reciprocally  fair 
weight  to  thf  argaments  on  euher  aidt  is  likely  to 


lead  us  to  a  more  satisfactory  settlement  than  an 
engagement  to  abide  by  the  uncertain  award  of  a 
less  competent  tribunal.  The  very  friendly  and 
cordial  reception  given  by  you,  sir,  as  well  as  by 
all  the  authorities  of  your  Qovernment,  to  the  as- 
surance that  my  mission  here,  by  my  Sovereign, 
has  been  determined  by  an  unfeigned  de$iire  to  set- 
tle this  and  all  other  questions  of  difference  between 
us,  on  principles  of  conciliation  and  justice,  for  bid 
me  to  anticipate  the  possibility  of  the  failure  of  our 
endeavors  applied  with  sincerity  to  this  purpose. 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  therefore,  although 
not  unprepared  to  enter  into  the  general  argumeot, 
I  abstain  from  so  doing  from  the  conviction  that 
an  amicable  settlement  of  this  vexed  question,  so 
generally  desired,  will  be  thereby  best  promoted. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  some  opinions  have  been  in- 
dustriously emitted  throughout  this  controversy, 
and  in  some  instances  by  persons  in  authority,  of 
a  description  so  much  calenlated  to  mislead  the 
public  mind,  that  I  think  it  may  beof  service  to  of- 
fer a  few  ol^rvaiion». 

I  do  not,  of  course,  complain  of  lihe  earnest  ad- 
herence of  partisans  on  either  side  to  the  gttieral 
arguments  on  which  their  case  is  supposed  to  rest; 
but  a  position  has  been  taken,  and  facts  have  been 
repeatedly  stated,  which  I  am  sure  the  atuhorities 
of  the  Federal  Govemhient  will  be  abundantly  able 
to  contradict,  but  which  have  evidently  given  rise 
to  much  public  misapprehension.  It  is  maintained 
that  the  whole  of  this  controversy  about  the  bound- 
ary began  in  1814;  that  up  to  that  period  the  line  as 
claimed  by  Maine  was  unaispuied  fay  Qreat  Britain; 
and  that  the  claim  was  avowedly  founded  on  mo- 
tives of  interest,  to  obtain  the  means  of  conveniently 
conn -cting  the  British  provinces.  I  confine  these 
remarks  to  the  refuting  this  imputation;  and  I  should, 
indeed,  not  have  entered  upoi^  controversy,  even  on 
this,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  involve,  in  some 
degree,  a  question  of  national  sincerity  and  good 
faith. 

The  assertion  is  founded  on  the  discissions  which 

? receded  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Ghent  in 
814.  It  is  perftctly  true  that  a  proposal  was 
subniitted  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries  for  the 
revision  of  the  boundary  line  on  the  Northeastern 
frontier,  and  that  it  was  founded  on  the  position  that 
it  was  desired  to  secure  the  communication  be- 
tween the  provinces,  the  precise  delimitation  of 
which  was  at  that  time  imperfectly  known.  The 
American  plenipotentiaries,  in  their  first  communi- 
cation from  Ghent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  admit 
that  the  British  ministers  expressly  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  acquiring  an  increase  of  territory,  and 
that  they  proposed  the  revision  for  the  puri>cKc  of 
preventing  uncertainty  and  dispute — a  purpose  suf- 
ficiently justified  by  subsequent  events.  Again,  in 
their  note  of  the  4ih  of  September,  1814,  the  British 
ministers  remind  those  from  America  tbat  the 
boundary  had  never  been  ascertained,  and  that  the 
line  claimed  by  America,  which  interrupted  the 
communication  between  Hal  i  fax  and  Ctueber ,  never 
could  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  178^.  The  same  view 
of  the  case  will  be  found  to  pervade  all  the  commu- 
nications between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  twe 
countries  at  Ghent  There  was  no  attempt  to  prest] 
any  cession  of  territory  on  the  ground  of  policy  or 
expediency;  but,  although  the  precise  geography  ot 
the  country  was  then  imperfectly  known,  it  was  no^ 
torions  at  the  time  that  different  opinions  existed  tt 
to  the  boundary  likely  to  result  from  continaing  ihr 
north  line  from  the  head  of  the  river  St.  Croir. 
This  appears  to  have  been  so  clearly  known  a 
admitted  by  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  th 
they,  in  submitting  to  the  conference  the  project 
a  treaty,  oflfer  a  preamble  to  their  4lh  article,  in  the 
words: -i' Whereas,  neither  Ihatpart  ofthshighlan 
Iving  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river  St, 
Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  treaty  of  peacd 
between  the  two  powers,  as  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwes'emmost  head  of  thd 
Connecticut  river,  has  yet  been  ascertained,"  dcJ 
It  should  here  be  observed  that  these  are  the  wordi 
propased— not  by  the  British,  but  by  the  America^ 
negotiators;  and  that  they  were  finally  adopted  ^ 
both  in  the  fifth  article  otthe  treaty.  ' 

To  close  my  observations  upon  what  passed 
this  subject  at  Ghent,  I  would/lraw  your  attenti 
to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  one  oT  the  Americ 
plenipotentiaries,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe,  of  t, 
25th  of  December,  1814.  •  He  offers  the  followin 
conjecture  as  to  what  might  probably  be  the  ar 
ments  of  Great  Britain  against  the  lines  set  up 
America:  "They  hope  tl^t  the  river  which  tmpH 
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into  tbe  Bay  des  Chaleurs,  in  the  Qulf  of  St.  Law- 
rcBce,  bas  its  soorce  so  far  west  as  to  intervene 
tarvecQ  the  headwaters  of  the  river  St.  John  and 
ttoe  of  the  streams  emptying  into  the  river  St. 
lawrence;  so  that  the  line  north  from  the  source 
of  the  river  St.  Croix  will  first  strike  the  heights 
of  land  which  divide  the  waters jemptying  into  the^ 
Atlantic  ocean  (river  St.  John)  from  those  empty- 
ing iato  the  Galf  of  St.  Lawrence,  (river  des  Cha- 
lean,)  and  afterward  the  hei^ht^  of  land  which 
diride  the  waters  emptying  mio  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  (river  des  Chaleurs)  from  those  empty- 
ing into  the  river  St.  Lawrence:  but  that  the  said 
tine  never  can,  in  the  words  oi  the  treaty,  strike 
any  spoi  of  land  actually  dividing  the  waters  emp- 
mng  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  those  which 
all  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence."  "^  . 

So  obvious  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the  Jine 
claimed  by  America  could  not  escape  the  known 
sagacinr  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  I  state  it,  not  for  the  pur- 
Hjse  of  dlscosslDg  its  merit,  but  to  show  that,  at 
Gheni,  not  only  Qie  fact  was  well  known  that  this 
boaadary  was  a  matter  in  dispute,  but  that  the  ar- 
guments respecting  it  had  then  been  weighed  by  (he 
raUJeman  so  eminent  in  its  subsequent  discussion, 
ladeed,  the  fact  that  the  American  ministers  made 
this  di4>nted  question  a  matter  for  reference,  by  a 
treaty  afterward  ratified  by  the  President  and 
Sienue,  most,  in  every  candid  mind,  be  sufficient 
proof  that  it  was  generally  considered  to  be  in- 
volved in  sufiicient  doubt  to  entitle  it  to  such  it 
node  ot  soloiion.  It  cannot,  possibly,  be  supposed 
that  the  President  and  Senate  would  have  ad- 
mided,  by  treaty,  doobts  resperting  this  boundary, 
if  they  had  been  heard  of  for  the  nrst  time  through 
the  pretensions  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries  at 
Ghent. 

I(  the  arsrameDt  or  assertions  which  I  am  i^ow 
Dociciag,  and  to  which  I  studiously  confine  mjrself, 
had  not  come  from  authority,  I  should  owe  some 
apology  for  these  observations.  The  history  of  this 
vnfortonate  controversy  is  too  well  knowiiho  yon, 
lir,  and  stands  but  too  voluminously  recorded  in 
yonr  department,  to  make  them  necessary  for  your 
ciWB  ioformaiion. 

The  repeated  discussions  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  the  repeated  projects  for  settlement 
whidi  have  occupied  every  successive  administra- 
tion of  the  United  States,  sufficiently  prove  how 
aafounded  is  the  assertion  that  doubts  and  difficnl- 
•  ties  respectii^  this  boundary  had  their  first  origin 
IB  the  year  1^4.  It  is  true  that  down  to  that  time, 
and,  inideed,  ton  later  period,  the  local  features  of 
the  coontry  were  little  known,  and  the  difi^erent 
arguments  had,  in  consequence,  not  assumed  any 
d^itefonm  but  sufficient  was  known  to  both  par- 
lies to  satisfy  them  of  the  impossibility  of  tracing 
strictly  the  botmdary  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783. 

I  woald  refer,  in  proof  of  this,  simply  to  Ameri- 
ein- authorities,  and  those  of  the  very  first  order. 

In  the  year  1802,  Mr.  Madison,  at  that  time  Sec- 
retary Of  State  for  the  United  States,  in  his  in- 
struciioiis  to  Mr.  Rnfus  King,  observed  that  the 
diffinil^r  in  fixing  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scxitia  ''arises  from  a  reference,  in  tne  treaty  of 
1783,  to  highlands  which  it  is  now  found  have  no 
definite  existence."  And  he  suggests  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission,  to  be  jointly  appointed,  "to 
determine  on  a  point  most  proper  to  be  substituted 
kfr  the  description  in  article  II  of  the  treaty  of 
IISS."  Again:  Mr.  President  Jefferson,  in  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  on  the  17th  October,  1803,  stated 
that  ''a  further  knowledge  of  the  ground  in  the 
Boftheastem  and  northwestern  angles  of  the  United 
States  has  evinced  that  the  boundaries  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  between  the  British  territo- 
ries and  ours,  in  those  points^  were  too  imperfectly 
described  to  be  susceptible  of  execution." 

These  opinions  of  two  most  distlng^ulshed  Ameri- 
can statesmen  gave  rise  to  a  convention  of  bounda- 
ry, made  in  London  by  Mr.  Rufus  King  and  Lord 
Havkesbary,  which,  from  other  circumstances, 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to,  was  not  rati- 
fied fay  the  Senate. 

I  might  further  refi^  you  on  this  subject  to  the 
report  of  Judge  Sullivan,  who  acted  as  commis- 
siooer  of  the  United  States  for  settling  the  contro- 
?efsy  with  Great  Britahi,  respecting  the  true  river 
Sl  Croix,  who  says,  "the  botrndary  between  Nova 
Soodt  and  Canada  was  described  by  the  King's 
proelamalion  in  the  same  mode  of  expression  as 
that  need  In  the  treaty  of  peace.  Commissioners, 
who  were  appointed  to  settle  that  line  have  trav- 


ersed the  country  in  vain  to  find  the  highlands  des- 
ignated as  the  boundary." 

With  these  known  facts,  how  can  it  possibly  be 
maintained  that  doubts  about  the  boundary  arose 
for  the  first  timein  the  year  18141 

I  need  not  pursue  this  subject  further.  Indeed,  it 
would  have  been  useless  to  treat  of  it  at  all,  with 
any  person  having  before  him  the  records  of  the 
diplomatic  history  of  the  two  countries  for  the  last 
half  a  century.  My  object  in  adverting  to  it  is,  to 
correct  an  error,  arising,  I  am  ready  to  believe, 
na  from  any  intention  to  misrepresent,  but  fjrom 
want  of  information,  and  which  seemed  to  be  suf- 
ficiently circulated  to  make  some  refutation  usettil 
toward  promoting  the  desired  friendly  and  equita- 
ble settlement  of  this  question. 

We  believe  the  position  maintained  by  us  on  the 
-subject  of  this  boundary  to  be  foimded  in  justice  and 
equity;  and  we  deny  tnat  we  have  been  determined 
in  our  pretensions  by  policy  and  expedience.  1 
might,  perhaps,  fairly  admit  that  those  last-men- 
tioned considerations  have  prompted,  in  some 
measure,  our  perseverance  in  maintaining  them. 
The  territory  in  controversy  is  (for  that  portion  of 
it  at  least  which  is  likely  to  come  to  Qreat  Britain 
by  any  itmicable  settlement)  as  worthless  for  any 
purposes  of  habitation  or  cultivation  as  probably 
any  tract  of  equal  size  on  the  habitable  globe,  and 
if  it  were  not  for  the  obvious  circumstance  of  its 
connecting  the  British  North  American  provinces, 
I  believe  I  might  venture  to  say  that,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  merit  of  our  case,  we  should 
long  since  have  given  up  the  cohtroversy,  and 
willingly  have  made  the  sacrifice  to  the  wishes  of  a 
country  with  which  it  is  so  much  our  interest,  as 
it  is  our  desire,  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony and  good  will. 

I  trust  that  this  sentiment  must  be  manifest  in  my 
unreserved  commimication  with  you  on  this  and 
all  other  subjects  connected  with  niv  mission.  If  I 
have  failed  in  this  respect,  1  shall  nave  ill  obeyed 
the  instructions  of  my  Government  and  the  earn- 
est dictates  of  my  personal  inclination.  Permit  me, 
sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this,  my  first  opportunity  oi 
formally  addressing  yon,  to  assure  you  imfeignedly 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTQN. 

Hon.  Daniel  Websteb. 

Tlir.  Webster  to  Lord  Aihbwrton, 

DXPARTMENT  OP  StaTE, 

Washington,  17th  June,  1842. 

Lord  Ashburton  having  been  charged  by  the 
Ctueen's  Gtovemment  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  in  discussion  between  the 
United  States  and  England;  and  having,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Washington,  announced  that,  in  relation  to 
the  question  ot  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  authorized  to  treat  for  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms 
and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  considera- 
tions and  equivalents,  a«.  might  be  thought  just  and 
equitable;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  for  such  conventional  line,  so  soon  as 
this  Government  should  say  that  it  was  authorized 
and  ready  on  its  part  to  commence  such  negotia- 
tion ,^t  he  cmdersiigned,  Secreury  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  has  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  his 
lordship,  by  airection  of  the  President,  that  the  un- 
dersigned is  ready,  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  duly  authorized,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  such  conventional 
line,  or  line  by  agreement;  and  will  be  happy  to 
have  an  interview  on  that  subject,  at  his  lordship's 
convenience. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  tender  to  Lord  Ashburton  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

LordAaHBuaxoN,  &c.,  du;.,  &c. 

Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr,  Webster. 

Washington,  June  17, 1842. 
The  undersigned,  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  on  an  extraordinary  and  special  mis- 
sion to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor 
of  acknowledging,  with  miich  satisfaction,  the  com- 
munication received  this  day  from  Mr.  Webster, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  he  is 
readv,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  au- 
thorized, in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  North- 
'  eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and 
with  such  mutual  considerations  and  equivalents, 


as  might  be  (houffht  just  and  equitable.  And,  in 
reply  to.  Mr.  Webster^  invitation  to  the  under- 
signed to  fix  some  time  for  their  first  conference  np- 
on  this  subject,  he  begs  to  propose  to  call  on  Mr. 
Webster,  at  the  Department  of  State,  to-morrow,  at 
13  o'clock,  for  this  purpose,  should  that  time  be  per- 
fectlv  convenient  to  Mr.  Webster. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  assure  Mr.  Webster  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Dawiel  Webster,  &c,  dec.,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton, 

Department  of  State, 
Washincton,  June  17,  1843. 
The  Secretarv  of  State  will  have  great  pleasure 
in  seeing  Lord  Ashburton  at  twelve  aclock  to-mor- 
row, as  proposed  by  him. 

Lord  ASHBtTRTON,  &c.,  &C.,  &c. 

•    Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  21st  June,  1842. 

Sir:  The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  address- 
in|  me  the  17th  instant,  informed. me  that  you 
were  now  prepared  and  authorized*  to  enter  with 
me  into  discussion  of  that  portion  of  the  differ- 
ences between  our  two  countries  which  relates  to 
the  Northeastern  boundary;  and  we  had,  the  follow- 
ing da^r,  our  fir^t  formal  conference  for  this  pur- 
pose, with  a  view  to  consider,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  best  mode  of  proceeding  to  arrive  at  what  is  so 
much  desired  by  all  parties — an  amicable,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  equitable  settlement  of  a  controver- 
sy, which,  with  the  best 'intentions,  the  authorities 
of  the  two  countries,  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  effect. 

The  result  of  this  conference  has  been,  that  [ 
have  been  invited  by  vou  to  state,  generally,  my 
views  of  this  case,  and  of  the  expectations  or  my 
Government;  and  although  lam  aware  that,  in  the 
ordinary  practice  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  I 
should  expose  myself  to  some  disadvantage  by  so 
doing,  I  nevertheless  do  not  hesitate  to  comply; 
prembing,  onlv,  that  the  following  observations 
are  to  be  considered  merely  as  memoranda  for  dis- 
cussion, and  not  as  formal  propositions,  to  have 
any  binding  effect,  should  our  negotiations  have 
the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  many  wmch  have  prece- 
ded it,  of  ending  in  disappointment. 

I  believe  you  are  sufficiently  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  induced  me  personally  to  under- 
take this  mission.  If  the  part  which,  during  a 
long  life,  I  have  taken  in  public  affairs,  is  marked 
by  any  particular  character,  it  has  been  by 
an  earnest,  persevering  desire  to  maintain  peace, 
and  to  promote  harmony  between  eur  two  coun- 
tries. My  exertions  were  unavailingly  employed 
to  prevent  the  last  unfortimate  war,  and  have  since 
been  tmremitting  in  watching  any  passing  clouds 
which  mig^t  at  any  time  forebode  its  renewal.  On 
the  accession  to  power  of  the  present  ministers  in 
England,  perceiving  the  same  wise  and  hdhorable 
spirit  to  prevail  with  them,  I  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  and  the  hope  of  oeing  of  some  service 
to  my  country  and  to  our  common  race,  at  a  time 
of  life  when  no  other  cause  could  have  had  suffi- 
cient interest  to  draw  me  from  a  retirement  better 
stilted  to  my  age  and  to  my  inclinations. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  have  perceived,  in  the 
course  of  my  hitnerto  informal  commtinications 
with  you,  that  I  approach  mv  duties  generally 
without  any  of  those  acvices  and  manoeuvres  whicn 
are  supposed  (I  believe  ignorantly)to  be  the  use- 
ful tools  of  ordinary  diplomacy.  With  a  person 
of  your  penetration,  thefy  would  avail  as  little  as 
they  would  with  the  intelligent  public  of  the  two  great 
enlightened  countries  of  whose  interests  we  are  treats 
ing.  I  know  no  other  mode  of  acting  than  open, 
plain-dealing,  and  I  therefore  disr^^ard,  willingly, 
all  the  disadvantage  of  compljring  with  the  invi- 
tation given  me,  to  DC  the  first  to  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Eastern  boundary.  It  is  already  agreed 
that  we  abstain  from  a  continued  discussion  ol  the 
arguments  by  which  the  lines  of  the  two  countries 
are  reciprocally  maintained;  and  I  have  so  well  ob- 
served this  rule,  that  I  have  not  even  communica- 
ted to  you  a  volume  of  additional  controversial 
matter  which  I  brought  with  me,  and  much  of 
which  would,  if  controversy  were  our  object,  be 
of  no  inconsiderable  weight  and  importance.  It 
would  be  in  the  event  only  of  the  failure  of  this 
negotiaticm— which  I  will  not  anticipate— that  we 
should  be  again  driven  into  the  laoyrinth  from 
which  it  ia  our  purpose  to  escape;  and  that^  ^^Etilin^ 
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to  interpret  strictly  the  words  of  the  treaty,  we 
should  oe  obliged  to  search  again  into  cotempora- 
neoos  occurrences  and  opinions  for  principles  of 
eonstraciion  which  might  ^hed  light  on  the  actual 
intentions  of  the  parties. 

-  Oar  success  must,  on  the  contrary,  depend  on 
the  reciprocal  admission  or  presumption  that  the  • 
royal  arbiter  was  so  far  right  when  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  which  others  nad  come  to  before  him, 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  not  executable  accord- 
ing to  its  strict  expression,  and  that  the  case  was 
therefore  one  for  agreement  by  compromise.  The 
only  point  upon  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  en- 
ter upon  anything  like  controversy,  is  that  referred 
to  in  my  letter  of  the  l3th  instant;  and  I  did  so  to 
rescue  my  Grovernment  and  mysell  from  an  impu- 
tation of  unworthy  motives,  and  the  charge  that 
they  had  set  up  a  claim  which  they  knew  to  be 
unfounded,  from  mere  considerations  of  policy  or 
convenience.  The  assertions  of  persons  in  my 
j^ition,  on  subjects  connected  with  their  diploma- 
tic duties,  are  naturally  leceived  by  the  world  with 
some  caution;  but  [  triujt  you  will  believe  me  when 
I  assure  you  that  I  should  not  be  the  person  to 
come  here  on  any  such  errand.  I  do  not  pretend, 
Bor  have  1  ever  thought,  the  claim  of  Great  Britain 
with  respect  to  this  botmdary,  any  more  than  the 
claim  of  America,  to  be  unattended  with  difficul- 
ties. Those  claims  have  been  considered  by  im- 
partial men  of  high  authority,  and  unquestioned 
ability,  to  be  equally  so  attended;  and  therefore  it 
is  that  this  is  a  question  for  a  compromise,  and  it  fs 
this  compromise  which  il  has  become  our  duty  to 
endeavor  to  accomplish.  I  will  only  here  add  the 
most  solenm  a^&urance,  (which  I  would  not  lightly 
make,)  that,  after  a  long  and  careful  consideration 
of  all  the  arguments  and  inferences,  direct  and 
circumstantial,  beariug  on  the  whole  of  this  truly 
difficult  question,  it  is  my  settled  conviction  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783,  however  imperfectly  those  intentions  may 
have  been  executed;  to  leave  to  Great  Britain,  by 
their  description  of  boundaries,  the  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  St.  John. 

The  leneth  of  these  preliminary  observations  re- 
quires, perhaps,  some  apology;  but  I  now  proceed 
to  comply  with  your  application  to  me  to  .state  the 
principles  and  conditions  on  which,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  this  compromise,  which  it  is  agreed  we 
should  attempt,  should  be  founded. 

A  new  boundary  is  in  fact  to  be  traced  between 
the  State  of  Maine  and  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. In  doing  this,  reference  must  be  had  to  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  territory  in  dispute;  but,  as 
a  general  principle^  we  cannot  do  belter  than  keep 
in  mind  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  first 
treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  jas  expressed  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  provisional  articles  in  the  following 
words:  "Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mu- 
tual convenience  are  found  by  experience  to  form 
the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship between  States,"  &c.  I  have  on  a  former  oc- 
casion explained  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
the  Biitish  Government  to  maintain  their  rights  in 
this  controversy  beyond  any  apparent  value  in  the 
object  in  dispute,  to  be  the  establishing  a  good 
boundary  between  our  two  countries,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent collision. and  dispute,  and  an  unobstructed 
communication  and  connexion  of  our  colonies  with 
each  other.  Further,  it  is  desired  to  retain  under  • 
.the  jurisdiction  of  each  Government  respectively, 
such  inhabitants  as  have  for  a  length  of  time  been 
so  living,  and  to  whom  a  transfer  of  allegiance 
might  be  painful  or  distressing. 

These  are  shortly  the  objects  we  have  in  view, 
and  which  we  must  now  see  to  reconcile  to  a  prac- 
tical division  of  the  territory  in  dispute.  Great 
Britain  has  no  wish  of  aggrandizement  for  any  gen- 
eral purpose  of  increase  dominion,  as  you  must 
be  satisfied  by  the  liberality  with  which  1  have  pro- 
fessed myself  ready  to  treat  questions  of  bounda- 
ries in  other  quarters  where  no  considerations  of 
particular  convenience  or  fitness  occur.  I  might 
further  prove  this  by  calling  your  auention  to  the 
fact,  that  of  the  land  likely  to  come  to  us  by  any 

J  Practical  settlement,  nine-tenths  parts  of  it  are,  from 
ts  position  and  quality,  wholly  worthless.  It  can 
support  no  population,  it  grows  even  little  timber 
of  value,  and  can  be  of  no  service  but  as  a  boun- 
dary, (though,  from  its  desert  nature)  a  useful  boun- 
dary for  two  distinct  Governments. 

In  considering  on  the  map  a  division  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  this  remarkable  circumstance 
must  be  kept  in  mird — that  a  division  of  acres  by 
their  number  would  be  a  very  unequal  division  of  ■ 


their  value.  The  Southern  portion  of  this  territory, 
the  valley  of  the  Aroostook,  is  represented  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  most  fertile  tracts  of 
land  in  this  part  of  the  continent;  capable  of  the 
highest  state  of  cultivation,  and  covered  with  fine 
timber^  while  the  Northern  portion,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  small  pan  comprised  within  the  Mad- 
awaska  settlement,  is  of  the  miserable  description 
I  have  stated.  It  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  say, 
that  one  acre  on  the  Aroostook  would  be  of  much 
more  value  than  ten  acres  north  of  the  St.  John. 
There  would  be,  therefore,  no  equality  in  making 
a  division  of  acre  for  acre. 

But  although  I  remind  you  of  this  circumstance, 
I  do  not  call  on  you  to  act  upon  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  willing  that  you  should  have  the  ad- 
vantaige  in  this  settlement,  both  in  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  this  land.  All  I  wish  is  to  call  this 
fact  in  proof  of  my  assertion,  that  the  object  of 
Great  Britain  was  simply  to  claim  that  which  was 
essential  to  her,  and  would  lorin  a  convenient 
boundary,  and  to  leave  all  the  more  material  ad- 
vantages of  this  bargain  to  the  State  of  Maine. 

I  now  come  to  the  more  immediate  application  ol 
these  principles  to  a  definite  line  of  botmdary;  and 
looking  at  the  map  with  reference  to  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  Gi  eat  Britain  as  already  described,  the  line 
of  the  St.  John  from  where  the  north  line  from 
the  St.  Croix  strikes  it,  up  to  somepne  of  its  sources, 
seems  evidently  to  suit  both  parties,  with  the  excep- 
tion which  I  shall  presently  mention.  This  line 
throws  the  wa.ste  and  barren  tract  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  rich  and  valuable  lands  to  Maine;  but  it 
make>  a  good  boundary,  one  which  avoids  collision 
and  probable  dispute;  and,  for  the  reasons  stated,  we 
should  be  satisfied  with  it,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  a  settlement  formed  on 
both  sides  of  the  St.  John,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawaska  up  to  that  of  the  Fish  river. 

The  history  arid  circumstances  ot  this  .settlement 
are  well  known  to  you.  It  was  originally  formed 
from  the  French  establishments  in  Acadia,and  has 
been  uninterruptedly  under  French  or  British 
dominion,  and  never  under  any  other  laws.  The 
inhabitants  have  professed  great  apprehension  ol 
being  surrendered  by  Great  Britain,  and  have  late- 
ly st-nt  an  earnest  petition  to  the  Q,ueeo,  depreca- 
ting that  being  d(me.  Further,  this  settlement  forms 
one  united  community,  all  connected  together,  and 
living  some  on  one,  and  some  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  which  forms  a  sort  of  high  road  between 
them.  It  seems  self-evident  that  mo  more  inconve- 
nient line  of  boundary  could  well  be  drawn  than 
one  which  divides  in  two  an  existing  municipality, 
inconvenient  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  themselves, 
as  to  the  authorities  under  which  they  are  to  live. 
There  would  be  evident  hardship  (I  might  say  cru- 
elty) in  .separating  this  now  happy  and  contented 
village,  to  say  nothing  of  the  bickerings  and  proba- 
ble  collisions  likely  to  arise  from  taking  in  this 
spot  the  precise  line  of  the  river,  which  would  under 
other  circumstances  satisfy  us.  Indeed,  I  should 
consider  that  such  a  separation  of  these  industrious 
settlers,  by  placing  them  under  separate  laws  and 
governments,  a  most  harsh  proceeding;  and  that  we 
should  thereby  abandon  the  great  object  we  should 
have  in  view— ofthe.happiness  and  convenience  of 
the  people,  and  the  fixing  a  boundary  the  least  like- 
ly to  occasion  future  strife. 

I  dwell  on  this  circumstance  at  some  length,  in 
justification  cf  the  necessity  I  am  under  of  depart- 
ing, to  this  inconsiderable  extent,  from  the  marked 
line  of  the  river  St.  John.  What  line  should  be 
taken  to  cover  this  difficulty,  I  shall  have  to  con- 
sider with  you;  but  I  cannot  in  any  case  abandon  the 
obviou!*  interests  of  these  people.  It  will  be  seen, 
by  an  inspection  of  the  map,  tnat  it  is  not  possible 
to  meet  this  difficulty  by  making  over  to  Maine  the 
northern  portion  of  this  settlement,  as  that  would 
be  giving  up  by  Great  Britain  the  immediately  ad- 
joining communications  with  Canada,  which  it 
is  her  principal  object  to  preserve. 

These  observations  dispose  of  those  parts  of  this 
question  which  immediately  concern  the  State  of 
Maine;  but  it  may  be  well  at  the  .same  time  to  state 
my  views  respecting  the  adjoining  boundarv  of 
the  States  of  Kew  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New 
Yorkj  because  they  make  part  of  the  reference  to 
the  K.ing  of  the  Netherlands,  and  were,  indeed,  the 
only  part  of  the  subject  in  dispute  upon  which  a 
distinct  decision  was  given. 

The  question  here  at  issue  between  the  two  coun- 
tries was  as  to  the  correct  determination  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude,  and  the  true  source  of  the  Connec- 
ticut river.    Upon  both  these  points  decisions  were  ( 
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pronounced  in  favor  of  Great  Briuin;  and  I  mighl 
add,  that  the  case  of  America,  as  matter  of  rignf| 
was  but  feebly  and  doubt  ingly  supported  by  her 
own  authorities.  I  «.m,  nevertheless,  disposed  to 
surrender  the  whole  of  this  case,  if  we  should  sue 
ceed  in  settling,  as  proposed,  the  boundary 
Maine.  There  is  a  point  or  two  in  this  line 
boundary  whf  re  I  may  have  to  consider,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  surveyors  acquainted  with  the  lo- 
calities, the  convenience  of  the  resident  settlers;  as, 
also,  what  line  may  best  suit  the  immediate  country 
at  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  river,  but,  substan- 
tially, the  Government  of  America  shall  be  satis- 
fied, and  this  point  be  yielded  to  them. 

This  concession, considered  with  reference  to  the 
value  of  the  land  ceded,  which  is  generally  report- 
ed to  be  fertile,  and  contains  a  position  at  Rouse's 
Point  much  coveted  in  the  course  of  the  controver-^ 
sy.  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  con- 
sidered of  considerable  importance.  The  conces- 
sion will,  however,  be  made  by  Great  Britain  with- 
out reluctance,  not  only  to  mark  the  liberal  and 
conciliatory  spirit  by  which  it  is  desired  to  distin- 
guish these  negotiations,  but  because  the  case  is,  in 
some  respects,  analogous  to  that  of  the  Madawas- 
ka seulement,  before  considered.  It  is  believed 
that  the  settlers  on  the  narrow  strip,  which  would 
be  transferred  to  Great  Britain  by  rectifying  the 
45th  parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  formerly  in- 
correctly laid  down,  are  principally  from  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  that  their  opinions  and  habits  in- 
cline them  to  give  a  preference  to  that  form  of 
government  under  which,  before  the  discovery  of 
the  error  in  question,  they  supposed  themselves  to 
be  living.  It  cannot  be  desired  by  her  Majesty  to 
acquire  any  addition  of  territory  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, whatever  may  be  the  weight  of  her 
rights  but  it  will  be  observed  that  the  same  argu- 
ment applies  almost  exactly  to  the  Madawaska  set- 
tlement, and  justifies  the*  reservation  1  am  there 
obliged  to  make.  In  these  days,  the  convenience 
and  happiness  of  the  people  to  be  governed  will 
ever  be  the  chief  guide  in  transactions  of  this  de- 
scription between  such  Gk)vernments  as  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Before  quitting  this  subject,  I  would  observe  that 
it  is  rumored  that  Major  Graham,  in  bis  late  survey 
in  Maine,  reports  some  deviation  from  the  true 
north  of  the  line  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  to- 
ward the  St.  John.  I  would  here  also  propose  to 
abide  by  the  old  line  long  established,  and  from 
which  the  deviation  by  Major  Graham  is,  I  am 
told,  inconsiderable,  without  at  all  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy and  good  faith  of  that  very  distinguished 
officer. 

In  stating  the  important  concessions  I  am  pre* 
pared  to  make  on  a  final  .settlement  of  these  boun- 
daries, I  am  sensible  that  concessions  to  one  State 
of  this  Union  are  not  always  to  be  made  available 
for  the  satisfaction  of  any  other;  but  you  are  aware 
that  I  am  treating  with  the  United  States,  and  that 
for  a  long  line  ofimpqrtant  bocmdaries;  and  that  I 
could  not  presume  to  enter  on  the  question  how 
this  settlement  might  operate  on,  or  be  in  any 
way  compensated  to  the  different  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy. I  should,  however,  add  noy  unfeigned  be- 
lief that  what  I  have  proposed  will  appear  reason- 
able with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  considered  singly.  That  the  proposition,  ta- 
ken as  a  whole,  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  country 
at  large,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt. 

I  abstain  from  noticing  here  the  boundaries  fur- 
ther west,  which  I  am  prepared  to  consider  and  to  .set- 
tle, because  they  seem  to  form  part  of  a  case  which 
it  will  be  more  convenient  to  treat  separately. 

In  the  course  of  these  discussions,  much  anxie- 
ty has  been  expressed  that  Maine  should  be  assur- 
ed of  some  means  of  communication  by  the  Su 
John,  more  especially  for  the  conveyance  of  her 
lumber.  This  subject  I  am  very  willing  to  con- 
sider, being  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  it  to 
that  State,  and  that  the  friendly  and  peaceful  rela- 
tions between  neighboring  countries  cannot  be  bet- 
ter secured  than  by  reciprocally  providing  for  all 
their  wants  and  interests.  Lumber  must  for  many 
years  be  the  principal  produce  of  the  extensive  , 
valley  of  the  Aroostook  and  of  the  southern  bor- 
ders of  the  St.  John;  and  it  is  evident  that  this  ar- 
ticle of  tratle,  being  worth  anything,  must  mainly 
depend  upon  its  having  access  to  the  sea  throogh 
that  river.  It  is  further  evident,  that  there  can  be 
no  such  access  under  any  arrangement  otherwise 
than  by  the  consent  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. It  is  my  wish  to  seek  an  early  opportunity 
of  considering,  with  some  person  well  acquainted . 
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viih  the  commerce  of  that  conntry,  what  can  be 
done  to  fnve  it  the  greatest  possible  freedom  and 
extent,  wUhoat  trench  log  too  much  on  the  fiM^al 
regolatioBS  of  the  two  couDtries.  But,  in  the  meati 
time,  in  order  to  meet  at  once  the  urgent  wants 
tnd  wishes  of  Maine  in  this  respect,  I  would  en- 
ga^  that,  on  the  final  settlement  of  these  diffcur- 
ences,  all  J  amber  and  produce  of  the  forest  of  the 
iribotary  waters  of  the  St.  John  shall  be  received 
Creelj  vithoat  duty,  and  dealt  with  in  every  re 
5pect  like  the  same  articles  of  New  Brunswick.  I 
cuiDot  now  ^ay  positively  whether  I  may  be  able 
logo  further,  bat  this  seems  to  me  what  is  prioci- 
pilly  required.  Suggestions  have  at  times  been 
thrown  out,  of  making  the  port  and  river  of  St.  John 
free  to  the  two  countries;  out  I  think  you  will  be 
seo^'Ue  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  some 
reciprocity  fur  the  trade  of  St.  John  in  ports  of  the 
Uoited  States;  and  that,  in  endeavoring  to  regulate 
this,  we  should  be  embarking  in  an  intricate  qoes- 
tiin^mnch  and  often  discussed  between  the  two 
countries.  It  cannot  also  fail  to  occur  to  you,  that 
ioiot  rights  in  the  same  haibors  and  waters  must 
be  a  fruitful  sou  ice  of  dissension,  and  that  it  be- 
hooves us  to  be  careful  not  to  sow  the  seeds  of  fu- 
tare  diffi;rence^<  in  the  setilcfhent  of  those  of  our 
own  day. 

I  have  now  stated,  as  I  was  desired  to  do,  my 
views  of  the  terms  on  which  it  appears  to  me  that 
dits  settlement  may  be  made.  It  must  be  su  fficiently 
evident  that  I  have  not  treated  the  subject  in  the  or- 
dinary form  of  a  bargain,  where  the  party  making 
the  proposal  leaves  himself  something  to  give  up. 
The  case  would  not  admit  of  this,  even  if  I  cpum 
bring  myself  so  to  act.  It  would  have  been  useless 
for  me  to  ask  what  I  know  could  not  be  yielded ; 
and  I  can  unfeignedly  say  that,  even  if  your  vigi- 
lance did  not  forbid  me  to  expect  to  gain  anv  un- 
due advantage  over  you.  I  should  have  no  wish  to 
do  so.  The  treaty  we  have  to  make  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  scrutiny  of  a  jealous  and  criticising 
public;  and  it  would  ill  answer  its  main  purpose  of 
producing  and  perpetuating  harmony  ana  good 
win,  if  its  provi>ions  were  not  considered  by  good 
and  reasonable  men  to  make  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement  of  this  long-continued  controversy. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  conclude  with  the  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  consideration, 

ASHBURTON. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

&c.,  &c.,  &C.f 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Askburton, 
Department  of  State, 
Washington,  July  8, 1842. 

Mt  Loan :  Your  notes  of  the  13lh  and  31st  of 
Jiiae  were  duly  received. 

In  the  first  of  these  you  correctly  say  that,  in  our 
conferences  on  the  l)oundary  question,  we  have 
both  been  of  opinion  that  no  advantage  would  be 
nined  by  resorting  at  this  time  to  the  discussion  at 
ieogth  of  the  gronnds  on  which  each  party  con- 
siders its  claim  of  right  to  rest.  At  the  same  time, 
yoQ  deem  it  expedient,  nevertheless,  to  offer  some 
otoerrations  calcnlated,  in  your  judgment,  to  repel 
I  supposed  allegation,  or  suggestion,  that  this  con- 
troversy only  b^an  in  1814;  that,  up  to  that  period, 
tbc  American  claim  was  undisputed;  and  that  the 
English  claim,  as  now  set  forth,  is  founded  merely 
in  motives  of  interest.  Nothinz  is  more  natural 
than  that  year  Lordship  should  desire  to  repel  an 
imputation  which  would  impeach  the  sincerity  and 
good  faith  of  your  Government,  and  all  the  weight 
which  justice  and  candor  require  is  g^ven  to  your 
Lordship's  observations  in  this  respect.  It  is  not 
my  purpose,  nor  do  I  conceive  it  pertinent  to  the 
occasion,  to  go  into  any  consideration  of  the  facts 
and  reasonings  presented  by  you,  to  show  the  good 
fiuth  and  sincerity  of  England  in  the  claim  asserted 
by  her.  Any  such  discussion  would  be  a  departure 
from  the  question  of  right  now  subsisting  between 
the  two  Govern  men ts,  and  would  be  more  especially 
onfit  for  an  occasion  in  which  the  parties  are  ap- 

Ecbingeach  other  in  a  friendly  spirit,  with  the 
nCtenoinating  the  controversy  by  agreement, 
wing  your  Lordship's  example,  however,  I 
most  be  permitted  to  say  that  few  questions  have 
ever  arisen  nnder  this  GovemmeBt  in  regard  to 
which  a  stronger  or  more  general  conviction  was 
fdt  tbat  the  country  was  in  the  right,  than  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Northeastern  boundary.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  5eniiments  of  the  GlovernmenLs  and  people 
of  the  Slates  more  directly  interested,  whose  opin- 
ions may  be  supposed  capable  of  bias,  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  after  fall  and  repeated  considefation, 


have  affirmed  Che  validity  of  the  American  claim, 
by  a  unanimity  experienced  on  very  few  other  sub- 
jects; and  the  general  judgment  of  the  whole  people 
seems  to  be  the  same  way.  Abstaihing  from  all 
historical  facts,  all  contemporaneous  expositions, 
and  all  external  arguments  and  oircnmstances,  I 
will  venture  to  present  to  your  Lordship  a  very 
condensed  view  of  the  reasons  which  produce  in 
this  country  the  conviction  that  a  boundary  line 
may  be  ascertained,  run,  and  celineated  with  pre- 
cision, under  and  according  to  the  words  of  the 
stipulaion  in  the  treaty  of  1783;  that  no  doubt  can 
be  raised  by  any  part  of  that  stipulation,  which  other 

f»arts  of  it  do  not  remove  or  explain;  and  that  a 
ine  so  run  would  include  all  that  the  UnifM  States 
claim.  This  view  is  presented  by  a  series  of  short 
propositions. 

1.  The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  the 
thing  to  be  sought  for  and  found. 

2.  That  angle  is  to  be  ascertained  by  running  a 
line  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river 
till  that  line  reaches  the  highlands;  and  where  such 
north  line  intersects  the  highlands,  there  is  the 
angle;  and  thence  the  line  is  to  run  along  the  said 
highlands;  which  5at(^  highlands  divide  thnose  rivers 
which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The 
angle  required,  therefore,  is  an  angle  made  by  the 
intersection  of  a  due-north  line  with  highlands, 
from  one  slope  of  which  the  rivers  empty  themselves 
into  the  river  Si.  Lawrence,  and  from  tne  Other  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean. 

3.  Supposing  it  to  be  matter  of  doubt  whether  the 
St.  John  and  the  Ristigouch  are  livers  falling  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  the  sense  of  the  treaty, 
then  the  rule  of  just  interpretation  is,  that  if  one  ele- 
ment or  one  part  in  the  description  be  uncertain,  it 
is  to  be  explained  by  others  which  are  certain,  if 
there  be  such  others.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to 
the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  They 
are  certain;  and  to  their  sources  the  north  line  is  to 
run,  since  at  their  sources  the  highlands  required 
by  the  treaty  do  certainly  exist.  And  departing, 
for  a  moment,  from  the  rule  just  prescribed  to  my- 
self, I  will  remind  your  Lordship  that  the  joint  com- 
missioners and  agents  of  the  two  Qovemments  in 
1817.  in  giving  the  surveyors  instructions  for  find- 
ing tnese  highlands,  directed  them,  in  terms,  to  pro- 
ceed upon  a  due-north  line  'Hill  they  should  arrive 
at  some  one  of  the  streams  connected  with  the  river 
St.  Lawrence;"  and  then  to  explore  the  highlands 
from  that  point  to  the  northwestern  most  head  of 
Connecticut  river.  It  is  indisputable  that  a  line 
run  according  to  these  instructions,  thus  given  by 
the  commissioners  and  agents  of  both  Governments, 
would  give  to  the  United  States  all  that  they  have 
at  any  time  claimed. 

4.  It  is  certain  that,  by  the  treaty,  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  tne  head  of  the 
St.  Croix,  is  to  be  a  due-north  and  south  line.  And 
it  is  equally  certain  that  this  line  is  to  run  north 
till  it  reaches  highlands,  from  whose  northern 
watershed  the  rivers  flow  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

5.  These  two  things  being— one  mathematically, 
and  the  other  physically— certain  in  themselves,  and 
capable  of  being  precisely  marked  and  delineated, 
explain  or  control  the  uncertainty,  if  there  be  uncer- 
tainty, in  the  other  part  or  element  of  the  descrip- 
tion. 

6.  The  British  argument,  assuming  that  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  and  more  especially  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs, 
are  not  the  Atlantic  ocean,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  treaty,  insisb;  that  the  rivers  flowing  into  these 
bays  are  not,  therefore,  in  the  sense  of  the  treaty, 
rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic;  and  therefore  the 
highlands  to  which  the  United  States  claim  have 
not  that  southern  or  eastern  watershed  which  the 
treaty  calls  for,  and  as  it  is  agreed,  nevertheless, 
that  we  must  somewhere  find  highlands,  and  go  to 
them,  whose  northern  waters  run  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, the  conclusion  is,  that  the  different  parts  of 
the  description  in  the  treaty  do  not  cohere,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  treaty  cannot  be  executed.  . 

7.  Our  answer  to  this,  as  is  obvious  from  what 
has  already  been  said,  is  twofold. 

First.  What  may  be  doubtful  in  itself,  may  be 
made  certain  by  other  things  which  are  certain; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  treaty  does  certainly  demand 
a  due-north  line,  and  does  certainly  demand  the 
extension  of  that  line  to  highlands  from  whose 
northern  sides  the  rivers  flow  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  thence  two  clear  requirements  make  it 
plain  that  the  parties  to  the  treaty  considered,  in 
fact,  the  rivers  flowing  from  the  south  or  east  of 


the  said  highlands  to  be  rivers  falling  into  the  At- 
lantic ocean;  because  they  have  placed  the  St.  Law- 
rence rivers  and  the  Atlantic  rivers  in  contradis- 
tinction to  each  other,  as  riveijs  running  in  oppo- 
posite  directions,  but  with  their  sources  in  the  same 
nigh  lands.  Rivers  fed  from  these  highland  foun- 
tains, runnii]g  north  or  northwest,  are  rivers 
emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence;  and 
rivers  arising  from  the  same  fountains,  and  run- 
ning in  an  opposite  direction,  seem  to  be  as  clearly 
meant  to  be  designated  by  the  character  of  Atlantic 
rivers.  And,  as  strot^gly  corroborating  this  view 
of  the  subject,  allow  me  to  call  your  Lordship's  at- 
tention to  two  facts. 

1.  The  coast  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  Penob-. 
scot  river  northeasterlv,  and  the  western  shore  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  (which  is  but  a  continuation  of 
the  coast,  and  is  in  a  line  with  it,)  is  very  nearly 
parallel  to  the  course  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
through  the  same  latitudes.  This  is  obvious  from 
the  map. 

2.  The  rivers  which,  from  their  sources  in  the 
same  ridge,  flow  respectively  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  even  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  run  with  remarkable  imformi- 
ty  in  directions  almost  exactly  opposite,  as  if 
hastening  away  from  a  common  origin  to  their 
different  destinati<ins  by  the  shortest  course.  The 
only  considerable  exception  to  this,  is  the  northern 
sweep  of  the  upper  part  of  the  St.  John:  but  the 
smaller  streams  flowing  into  this  part  of  that  river 
from  the  west  still  strictly  obey  the  general  rule. 

Now  if,  from  a  certain  general  line  on  the  face 
of  the  country,  or  as  delineated  on  the  map,  rivers 
are  found  flowing  away  in  opposite  directions, 
however  strongly  it  may  be  asserted  that  the 
mountains  or  eminences  are  but  isolated  eleva- 
tions, it  is  nevertheless  absolutely  certain  that  such 
a  line  does  in  fact  define  a  ridge  of  highlands 
which  turns  the  waters  both  ways. 

And,  as  the  commissioners  in  1783  had  the  map 
before  them;  as  they  saw  the  parallelism  of  the  sea- 
coast  and  the  course  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  as  they 
saw  rivers  rising  from  a  common  line,  and  running 
some  north  or  northwest,  the  others  south  or  sonin- 
east;  and  as  they  «peak  of  some  of  these  rivers  as 
emptying  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  of  the  others  fialling  into  the  Atlantic  ocean; 
and  as  Pieymake  no  third  dass^ — is  there  a  reasona- 
ble doubt  in  which  class  they  intended  to  compre- 
hend all  the  rivers  runnins^  in  a  direction  from 
the  St.  Lawrence,  whether  lalling  immediately,  or 
only  ultimately,  into  the  Atlantic  oceani 

If  there  be  nothing  incoherent  or  inconsequen- 
tial in  this  chain  ot  remarks,  it  will  satisfy  your 
Lordship,  I  trust,  that  it  is  not  without  reason  that 
American  opinion  has  settled  firmly  in  the  con- 
viction  of  the  rights  of  the  American  side  of  the 
question;  and  I  forbear  from  going  into  the  con- 
.siderati6n  of  the  mass  of  other  arguments  and 
prooft,  for  the  same  reasons  which  restrain  your 
Lordship  from  entering  into  an  extended  discussion 
of  the  question,  as  well  as  because  your  Lordship 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing  a  paper  ad- 
dressed to  me  1^  the  commissioners  of  Maine, 
which  strongly  presents  the  subject  on  other 
gronnds  and  m  other  lights. 

I  am  now  to  consider  your  Lordship's  note  of  the 
21st  June.  Before  entering  upon  this,  I  have  the 
President's  instructions  to  say  that  he  fully  appre- 
ciates the  motives  which  ^induced  your  Lordship, 
personally,  to  undertake  your  present  mission;  that 
he  is  quite  aware  that  your  public  life  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  efforts  to  maintain  peace  and  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries;  that  he  quite  well 
recollects  that  your  exertions  were  employed  to 
prevent  the  late  war,  and  that  he  doubts  not  the  sin- 
cerity of  your  declaration  that  nothing  could  have 
drawn  you  from  your  retirement,  and  induced  you 
to  engage  in  your  present  undertaking,  but  the  hope 
of  being  of  service  to  your  country,  and  to  our 
comnoon  race.  And  1  have  the  utmost  pleasure, 
my  Lord,  in  acknowledgtag  the  frankness,  candor, 
and  plain  dealing,  which  have  characterized  your 
official  intercourse  with  this  Government;  nor  am 
I  permitted  or  inclined  to  entertain  any  doubt  of 
your  Lordship's  entire  conviction,  as  expressed  by 
yourself,  as  to  the  merits  of  this  controversy  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  case.  The  question  before 
us  is,  whether  these  confident  opinions,  on  both 
sides,  of  the  rightful  nature  and  just  strength  ol 
our  respective  claims,  will  permit  us,  while  a  de- 
sire to  preserve  harmony,  and  a  disposition  to  yield 
Hbcrally  to  mutual  co4vciucnce,  so  strongly  incite 
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US,  to  «ome  together  and  to  unite  on  a  line  by  agree- 
ment. 

It  appears  to  be  your  Lordship's  opinion  that  the 
line  ot  the  St.  John,  from  the  point  where  the 
north  line  from  the  St.  Croix  strikes  that  ri\rer,  up 
to  some  one  of  its  sources,  evidently  suits  botn 
parties— with  an  exception,  however,  of  that  part  of 
the  Madawaska  settle nient  which  is  on  the  south 
aide  of  the  St.  John,  which  yon  propose  should 
be  included  within  the  British  territory.  That,  as 
a  line  by  agreement,  Lhe  St.  John  for  some  distance 
upwards  from  its  intersection  by  the  line  running 
north  from  the  St.  Croix,  woula  be  a  very  conve- 
nient boundary  for  the  two  parties,  is  readily  admit- 
ted: but  it  is  a  very  important  question  how  far  up, 
and  to  which  of  the  sjurces  of  this  river,  this  line 
should  extend.  Above  Madawaska  the  course  of 
the  river  turns  to  the  south,  and,  stretching  away  to- 
wards the  sources  of  the  Penobscot,  leaves  far  to 
the  north  the  line  of  communication  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada.  That  line  departs  from 
the  Bk  John  altogether  near  Madawaska,  and,  keep- 
')ng  principally  upon  the  left  or  north  bank  of  the 
Madawaska,  and  proceeding  by  way  of  the  Temis- 
conata  lake,  reaches  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  du  Loup. 

There  are,  then,  two  important  subjects  for  con- 
sideratitn. 

First,  Whether  the  United  Stales  can  agree  to 
cede,  relinquish,  or  eease  to  claim,  any  part  of  the 
territory  west  of  the  north  line  from  the  St.  Croix 
and  south  of  the  St.  John.  And  I  think  it  but 
candid  to  say,  at  once,  that  we  see  insurmountable 
obj^tions  to  adminine  the  line  to  come  south  ot 
the  river.  Your  Lordship's  observations  upon  the 
propriety  ol  preserving  the  unity  of  the  Madawas- 
ka settlement  are,  in  a  great  measure,  just,  and 
altogether  founded,  I  doubt  not,  in  entirely  good 
motives.  They  savor  of  humanity  and  a  kind 
regard  to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  individuals. 
But  the  difficulties  seem  insuperable.  The  river, 
as  your  Lordship  remarks,  seems  a  natural  bounda- 
ry, and,  in  this  part  of  it,  to  run  in  a  convenient 
direction.  It  is  a  line  always  clear  and  indi^^pu- 
table.  If  we  depart  from  it,  where  shall  we  nnd 
another  boundary  eonally  natural,  equally  clear, 
and  conforming  to  the  same  general  cour;$e  1  A 
departure  from  the  line  of  the  river,  moreover, 
would  open  new  questions  about  equivalents,  which 
it  would  probably  be  found  impracticable  to  settle. 
If  your  Lordship  were  at  liberty,  (as  I  understand 
yon  not  to  be,)  to  cede  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory, commonly  called  the  strip,  lying  east  of  the 
north  line,  and  west  of  the  St.  John,  coni<idera- 
tions  might  be  found  in  such  a  cession,  possibly  for 
some  new  demarcation  west  of  the  north  line  and 
southof  the  river;  but,  in  the  present  posture  of 
thines.  I  cannot  bold  out  the  expectation  to  your 
Lorosnip  that  anything  south  or  the  river  can  ^be 
yielded. 

And,  perhaps,  the  inconvenience  to  the  se(Den$ 
on  the  southern  bank,  of  making  the  river  the 
boundary,  are  less  considerable  than  your  Lordship 
suppoaes.  These  settlers  are  scattered  along  a 
considerable  extent,  very  likely  soon  to  connect 
themselves  with  whomsoever  ma^  come  to  live  near 
them;  and  though  of  different  origin,  and  some  dif- 
ference of  religion,  not  likely,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
greatly  dissimilar  from  other  borderers  occupying 
Uie  neighboring  territory,  their  rights  of  property 
would,  of  course,  be  all  preserved,  both  or  inheri- 
tance and  alienation;  and  if  some  of  them  should 
chooae  to  retain  the  social  and  political  relations 
under  which  they  now  are,  their  removal,  for  that 
purpose,  to  the  north  bank,  drawing  after  it  no 
loes  of  properly,  or  of  means  of  subsistence,  would 
not  beagreatnardship.  Your  Lordship  suggests 
the  inconvenience  of  dividing  a  municipality  l)y  a 
line  of  national  boundary;  and  cenainly  there  is 
force  in  the  observation;  out  if,  departing  from  the 
river,  we  were  to  establish,  to  the  south  of  it,  an 
artificial  line  upon  the  land,  there  might  be  points 
on  such  line  at  which  people  would  live  in  num- 
bers on  both  sides;  and  a  more  mathematical  line 
might  thus  divide  villages,  while  it  divided  na- 
tions. The  experience  of  the  world,  and  our  own 
experience,  show  the  propriety  of  making  rivers 
boundaries  whenever  tneir  courses  suit  the  gene- 
ral object;  for  the  same  reason  that,  in  other  cases 
to  which  they  are  applicable,  mountain  ranges,  or 
ridges  of  highlands,  are  adopted  for  the  same  pur- 
pose; these  uist  being,  perhaps,  still  more  conve- 
nient lines  of  division  than  rivers,  being  equally 
clear  and  prominent  objects,  and  the  population  of 
ntighboriDg   countries  bordering  on  a  >  mountain 
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line  of  separation  being  usually  thin  and  incon- 
siderable on  either  side.  Rivers  and  inland  waters 
constitute  the  boundary  between  the  tJnited  States 
and  the  territories  of  her  Majesty  for  some  thou- 
sands of  miles. west  ward  from  the  place  where  the 
45th  degree  of  north  latitude  intersects  the  St.  Law- 
rence; and  along  this  line,  though  occa.sional  irregu- 
larities and  outbreaks  have  taken  place,  (always  by 
the  agency  and  instigation  of  agitators  and  lawle^s 
men,  friends  of  neither  country,)  yet  it  is  clear  that 
no  better  demarcation  of  limits  could  be  made. 
And  at  the  northeast,  along  the  space  through 
which  the  St.  Croix  constitutes  the  line  of  separa- 
tion, controversies  and  conflicts  are  not  heard  of; 
but  similarity  of  language,  character,  and  pursuits, 
and  mutual  respect  for  the  rights  of  eacn  other, 
preserve  the  general  peace. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  feeling  that  there  may 
be  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  a  small  degree  of 
hardship,  I  yet  cannot  admit  that  there  is  any 
cruelty  in  separating  the  Madawaska  settlers  south 
of  the  St.  John,  so  far  as  political  relations  are 
concerned,  from  their  neighbors  on  the  north  of 
that  river..  In  the  present  slate  of  society  and  of 
peace  which  exists  between  the  two  countries,  the 
severance  of  political  relations  needs  not  to  dis- 
turb social  and  family  intercourse;  while  high  con- 
siderations, affecting  both  the  present  and  the  fu- 
ture, seem  to  me  to  require  that,  following  natural 
indications,  we  adhere  tu  the  St.  John,  in  this  part 
of  its  course,  as  the  line  of  division. 

The  next  question  is,  how  far  up  ward  this  bound- 
ary ought  to  be  oteerved,  and  along  which  of  its 
branches.  This  question  would  be  easily  settled,  if 
what  may  be  called  the  main  branch  of  the  river, 
in  this  part  of  it,  differing  from  the  general  char- 
acter of  rivers  in  this  region  of  country,  did  not 
make  a  sudden  turn.  But  if  we  consider  the  main 
branch  of  the  St.  John— that  which  has  been  re- 
cently usually  so  denominated — your  Lordship  ob- 
serves that,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska,  it 
turns  almost  at  right  angles,  and  pushes  its  sources 
toward  those  of  the  Penobscot.  Contiguity  and 
compactness  of  territory  can  hardly  be  preserved 
by  following  a  stream  which  makes  not  occa* 
sional  windings,  but  at  once  so  great  a  deflection 
from  its  previous  course.  The  Madawaska  is 
oneof  its  oranches,  or  principal  sources,  and,  as 
the  map  shows,  is  very  much  a  continuance  of  the 
line  of  the  principal  river  from  the  Great  Falls  up- 
ward. The  natural  course  would,  therefore,  seem 
to  be  to  continue  along  this  branch. 

We  understand,  and,  indeed,  collect  from  your 
Lordship's  note,  that,  with  whatever  opinion  of 
her  right  to  the  disputed  territory,  England,  in  as- 
serting it,  has  principally  in  view  to  maintain,  on 
her  own  soil,  her  accustomed  line  of  communica- 
tion between  Canada  and  New  Brunswick.  We 
acknowledge  the  general  justice  and  propriety  of 
this  object;  and  agree  at  once  that,  with  suitable 
equivalents,  a  conventional  line  ought  to  be  such 
as  to  secure  it  to  England.  The  question,  thei'e- 
fore,  simp'y  is,  what  hue  will  secure  it? 

The  common  communication  between  the  prov- 
inces follows  the  course  of  the  St.  John  from  the 
Great  Fa\\i  to  the  mouih  of  the  Madawaska,  and 
then,not  turning  away  to  the  south  with  the  course 
of  the  main  stream,  identifies  itself  with  that  of  the 
Madawaska,  going  along  with  it  to  the  Temis- 
couita  lakes,  thence,  along  those  lakes,  and  so 
across  the  highlands,  to  streams  running  into  the 
St.  Lawrence.  And  this  line  of  communication 
we  are  willing  to  agree  shall  hereafler  be  within 
acknowledged  Briysn  territory,  upon  such  condi- 
tions and  considerations  as  may  be  assented  to. 
The  Madawaska  and  the  forementioned  lakes 
might  conveniently  constitute  the  boundary.  ,But 
I  believe  it  is  true  that,  in  some  part  of  the  dis- 
tance, above  the  mouth  of  the  Madawa.<ika,  it 
has  been  found  convenient  to  establish  the  course 
of  communication  on  the  south  bank  of  that 
river.  This  consideration  may  be  important 
enough  to  justify  a  departure  from  what  would 
otherwise  be  desirable,  and  the  running  of  the 
line  at  some  distance  south  of  the  Madawaska, 
observing  natural  monuments  where  it  may  be 
practicable,  and  thus  leaving  the  whole  valley  of 
the  Madawaska  on  the  British  side. 

The  United  States,  therefore,  upon  the  adjust- 
ment of  proper  equivalents,  would  not  object  to  a 
line  of  boundary  which  should  begin  at  the  middle 
of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  St.  John,  where 
that  river  is  intersected  by  a  due-north  line  ex- 
tended from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix;  thence  pro- 
ceeding westerly,  by  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 


nel of  that  river,  to  a  point  three  miles  westerly  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska;  thence  by  a  straight 
line  to  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake;  thence  westerly  by 
a  direct  line,  to  the  point  where  the  river  St  Francis 
empties  itself  into  tne  lake  called  Pohenagomook; 
thence  continuing  in  the  same  direct  line  to  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  waters  falling  into  the 
river  du  Loup  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river 
St.  Francis.  Having  thus  arrived  at  the  high- 
lands, I  shall  be  ready  to  confer  on  the  correct  man- 
ner of  following  them  to  the  noithwestemoiost 
head  of  the  Connecticut  river. 

Such  a  line  as  has  been  now  described  would  se- 
cure to  England  a  free  intercourse  between  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick;  and,  with  the  navigation  of 
the  St.  John  yielded  to  the  United  States,  would 
appear  to  meet  the  wants  of  all  parties.  Your  Lord- 
ship's proposition  in  regard  to  the  navigation  is  re- 
ceivea  as  just,  and  as  constituting,  so  tar  as  it  may 
go,  a  natural  equivalent.  Probably  the  use  of  the 
river  for  the  transportation  of  the  products  of  the 
forest,  grown  on  tne  American  side  of  the  line, 
wouldbe  e(^ualiy  advantageous  to  both  parties;  and, 
therefore,  in  granting  it,  no  sacrifice  of  British  in* 
terest  would  be  incurred.  A  conviction  of  this,  to- 
gether with  their  confidence  in  the  validity  of  tneir 
own  claim,  is  very  likely  to  lead  the  two  States  im- 
mediately concerned  to  consider  their  relinquish- 
ment of  the  lands  north  of  the  line  much  in  the 
light  of  a  mere  ce^ion.  It  need  not  be  denied  that, 
to  secure  this  privilege,  and  to  have  a  right  to  enjoy 
it,  free  from  tax,  toll,  or  other  liability  or  inability, 
is  an  object  of  considerable  importance  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine. 

Your  Lordship  intimates  that,  as  a  part  of  the 
general  arrangement  of  boundaries,  England  would 
be  willing  to  surrender  to  the  United  Slates  flouse^s 
Point,  and  all  the  territory  heretofore  supposed  to 
be  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Hampshiie,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  York,  but  which  a  correct  ascer- 
tainment of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude 
shows  to  be  included  within  the  British  line.  This 
concession  is,  no  doubt,  of  some  vafue.  If  made, 
its  benefits  would  enure  partly  to  these  three  States, 
and  panly  to  the  United  States,  and  none  of  it  to 
the  parlicuVar  interests  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 
If  regarded,  therefore,  as  a  part  of  the  eouivalent 
for  the  manner  of  adjusting  the  Nonneastern 
boundary,  these  two  last-mentioned  States  would, 
perhaos,  expect  that  the  value,  if  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained, should  be  paid  to  them.  On  this  point  fur- 
ther consideration  may  bfe  necessary. 

If,  in  other  respects,  we  should  be  able  to  agree 
on  a  boundary,  the  points  which  you  refer  to,  con- 
nected with  the  ascertainment  of  the  head  of  the 
Connecticut,  will  be  attended  to;  and  Captain  Tal- 
cott,  who  made  the  exploration  in  that  quarter,  will 
be  ready  to  communicate  the  result  of  his  observa- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguished  consid- 
eration, your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  WEBSTER. 

Lord  AraauaroN,  &c.,  &c.j  &c. 

Ijord  AsUmrton  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  11,  1849. 

Sir:  I  lose  no  time  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  note  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me 
on  the  8ih  inst.;  and  1  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  say 
that  I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  assurance  yon  give 
me  that  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  ajipreci- 
ate  the  motives  which  induced  my  present  mission, 
and  am  much  flattered  by  your  recognition  of  tiie 
candor  and  frankness  which  have  hitherto  marked 
our  intercourse. 

I  had  hoped  that  we  had  escaped}  hy  mutual  con- 
sent, trom  a  return  to  the  endless  and  fruitli^s  ar- 
gument on  the  general  question  of  the  rights  of  our 
respective  Governments  in  the  matter  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary. 

It  seemed  to  have  been  decided  by  so  many  high 
and  competent  authorities  that  the  precise  geoKraph- 
ical  point,  so  long  looked  for,  was  not  to  be  found, 
that  It  necessarily  followed  that  any  hope  of  settle- 
ment  must  rest  upon  an  amicable  compromise. 

The  arrival  here  of  commissioners  from  Maine 
and  Massachusetts,  and  the  admitted  disposition  of 
the  two  Governmenis,  have  given  the  public  a  very 
general  expectation  that  this  compromise  might  at 
last  be  effected;  and  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  ex- 
pressing my  regret  that  the  note  now  before  me, 
and  the  paper  from  the  gentlemen  from  Maine,  ad- 
dressed to  you,  which  accompanied  it,  should  have 
contained  so  much  of  a  renewaj  of  the  old  contro- 
versy, and  should  not  have  been  confined  to  the 
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(inple  qnestioD  whether  we  could  or  could  not 
izKt  to  tenns  of  setilemeut.  If  the  observations 
cfloiaiaed  in  my  note  of  the  13ih  ultimo  have 
^TfD  rise  to  these  consequences,  1  much  regret  it; 
tndlwoald  now  pcu>s  over  all  these  more  thaa 
sseles:  discussions,  and  proceed  at  once  to  notice 
te  proposals  you  make,  if  I  were  not  apprehensive 
±ax  mj  so  doin^  misht  be  construed  into  some 
want  of  respect  for  tne  parties  from  whom  these 
(.bserrations  have  proceeded. 

I  wHl,  however,  endeavor- to  bring  wiihin  a  nar- 
n>v  compass  what  I  have  to  sav  on  tne  subject;  and 
rke  more  so,  becau.<«,  with  all  deference  to  you,  sir, 
I  maj  add,  that  there  is  little  in  these  arguments 
±at  is  new,  or  that  has  not  been  oAen  advanced 
and  refmed  during  the  many  past  years  of  coniro- 
Tcrsf. 

1  sboohl  except  from  this  want  of  novelty  the 
pcbitioD,  to  me  entirely  new,  advanced  by  the  com- 
nisaofiers  from  Maine — that  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nora  Scotia,  (which  is,  as  you  express  it,  "the 
tMi;  10  be  sought  for  and  found,")  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Madawaska  river;  which  river,  it  is  main- 
oised  by  a  long  argument,  supported  by  auihori- 
des  and  maps,  was  always  considered  as  the  real 
Sl  John;  ana  this  is  stated  to  justify  the  opinion  ex- 
prosad  bv  the  old  Congress,  in  1779,  that  this  north- 
west angle  was  at  the  source  of  the  St.  John. 

Giriog  all  possible  consideration  to  this  aj)par- 
efitJy  new  discovery,  I  cannot  say  that  it  appears 
Tell  founded*  Looking  at  Mitchell's  map,  (the  use 
of  which  by  the  negotiators  of  the  peace  of  1783 
ios  been  always  so  much  relied  upon  on  the  part 
cf  America,)  there  is  nothing  more  clearly  marKed 
iJttQ  the  great  distinct  channel  of  the  upper  St.  John; 
aad  it  seems- hardly  possible  that  the  negotiators  or 
the  Congress  should  have  made  the  supposed  mis- 
take. 

Bat,  sQpposing  this  hypothesis  were  well  found- 
ed, the  Temiscooata  lake  is,  then,  now  to  be  this 
loig  lost  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  What  becomes, 
iheo,  of  the  point  so  long  contended  for  by  Maine, 
between  the  Metis  and  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
Ristagonchel  These  points  must  be  about  fiHy 
miles  aoart  Both  cannot  be  true;  and  if  it  be  main- 
tained (as  I  rather  collect  it  to  be,  from  the  paper  of 
the  Miine  eommibsioners)  that  the  point  at  the  Me- 
tis is  the  true  boundary,  as  being  the  point  stricken 
by  the  north  line,  thoogh  the  other  be  tne  true  north- 
vest  an^e  of  Nova  Scotia,  there  is  at  least  an  end 
of  the  whole  argument,  resting  upon  this  northwest 
mgle  being,  as  stated  by  you,  "the  thing  to  be 
KMight  for  and  found.** 

If  this  new  discovery  leads  us  to  no  other  infer- 
ence, we  can  hardly  fail  to  derive  from  it  the  con- 
Tictkn  that  all  the  ingenuity  applied  to  unravel 
this  mystery  leaves  us  equally  4n  the  dark;  and 
dttt  it  tt  not  without  reason  that  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  80  many  persons,  aAer  careful  examina- 
lutt,  that  th»  boundary  is  not  sosceplible  of  settle- 
BKnt  according  to  the  precise  words  of  the  treaty. 

This  decision  has  been  come  toby  Mr.  Madison, 
in  I8(fib  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1803;  by  Judge  Sullivan, 
tbooi  the  same  time;  by  the  arbiter,  in  1831;  and  it 
ins  been  acted  upoa  l^  nearly  every  Secretary  of 
Sate  ci  the  United  States  during  the  controversy, 
from  that  time  to  this;  for  although,  in  a  case  m 
dispute,  each  party,  during  the  dispute,  endeavors 
10  hold  his  own,  i  am  not  aware  that  any  Secretary 
ol  Stile,  or  any  President  of  the  United  States,  has 
ever  treated  this  subject  otherwise  than  aa  one  at- 
tcadMl  by  that  degree  of  uncertainty  that  it  could 
oBly  be  solved  by  an  arbiter,  or  by  a  compromise. 
I  woold  appeal  to  your  candor^  sir,  to  say  whether, 
at  this  time,  and  under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
fut  to  speak  of  this  di.<pc>ted  territory  as  belonging 
iadisputably  to  one  party,  and  to  be  yielded  by  way 
of  concession,  and  for  equivalents,  to  the  other. 
Aay  convention  I  oiay  sign  must  be  for  a  division 
of  that  which  is  in  doubt  and  dispute.  With  any 
arnngemenis  between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the- 
Gkneral  Government,  I  have.nothing  to  do;  and  if 
(which  God  forbid !)  our  endeavors  at  an  amicable 
eompromise  should  at  last  fail,  I  must  hold  that 
Great  Britain  retains  her  right,  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  to  ^very  part  of  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  until,  by  a  renewed  reference,  or 
W  the  skill  of  some  more  fortunate  negotiator,  this 
(hffi^rence  may  be  broueht  to  a  close. 

f  have  now  only  to  add  a  lew  observations  upon 
ibe  arguments  contained  in  your  own  note. 

Some  stress  is  laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  joint 
commissioners  of  the  two  Governments  in  1817 
directed  the  surveryors  to  run  ihe  north  line  from 
ihe  St.  Croix  antu  it  met  waters  running  into  the 


St.  Lawrence.  The  lines  to  be  run  were  to  ascer- 
tain the  geographical  facts  of  the  case.  No  pro- 
ceeding could  be  more  proper.  The  claims  oi  the 
two  parties  varied;  and  it  was  natural  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  a  line  should  be  run  north  to  rbe  ex- 
tent claimed  by  either  party ;  where  that  line  woold 
reach,  and  what  hignlands  or  streams  it  might 
strike,  was  unknown;  so  much  so,  that  Mr.  Gallatin, 
in  his  letter  from  Ghent,  mentioned  in  my  note 
of  the  I3th  ultimo,  expressed  his  doubts  on  this 
subject.  His  prediction  turned  out  to  be  true.  The 
point  where  the  line  strikes  the  Metis  was  a  point 
not  fulfilling  the  words  of  the^  treaty.  It  did  not 
divide  the  waters  as  desired,  unless  the  bay  of  Cha- 
leurs^nd  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  are  considered 
to  answer  the  description  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  sensible  of  this,  and  mtimates 
that,  if  this  fact  created  doubt,  the  lands  about  the 
Risiagouche  mi^htbegivenup.  But  he  forgets  that, 
in  giving  up  this  territory,  ne  gives  up  his  argu- 
ment; for  he  maintains,  in  opposition  lo  the  British 
line  of  boundary,  that  it  does  not  continuously  and 
in  all  its  parts  divide  the  waters  as  required  by  the 
treaty.  The  American  line  was  in  this  respect 
equally  deficient;  and  it  i5  useless,  therefore,  here 
to  consider  whether  it  would  have  been  preferable 
to  the  British  line,  if  it  had  divided  the  waters  of 
the  Sl.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  St.  John. 
To  make  even  a  plausible  case  for  the  American 
line,  both  the  St.  John  and  the..  Ristagouche  must 
be  held  to  be  rivers  emptying  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  The  royal  arbiter  says  it  would  be  hazard- 
ous so  to  class  them.  I  believe  that,  whatever  ar- 
gument might  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  St.  John, 
connected  with  the  distinctions  with  which  it  was 
mentioned  in  the  treaty,  to  consider  the  Ristagouche 
as  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  would  be  more 
than  hazardous — it  would  be  most  absurd. 

At  all  events,  I  would  submit  to  you  that  no  in- 
ference could  be  drawn  from  the  commissioners  in 
1817  having  ordered  a  north  line  to  be  run;  the 
same  coram issionerj*,  after  drawing  the  line,  hav- 
ing disagreed  as  to  any  conclusions  from  it 

I  am  rather  surprised  that  an  inspection  of  the 
map  should  lead  us  to  such  different  views  of  the 
course  of  the  rivers  and  of  the  coast,  as  stated  by 
■^  you.  I  find  that  the  upper  St.  John  and  the  Rista- 
gouche, so  far  from  cutting  at  right  angles  the  par- 
allel lines  of  the  coast  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  as 
you  say,  run  in  their  main  course  nearly  parallel 
with  them.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  fact  is  imports 
ant,  although  it  seenos  connected  with  your  argu- 
ment. 

My  inspection  of  these  maps,  and  my  examina- 
tion of  the  documents,  lead  me  to  a  very  strong  con- 
viction that  the  highlands  contemplated  by  the  ne- 
fotiators  of  the  treaty  were  the  only  highlands  then 
nown  to  them  at  the  head  of  the  Penobscot,  Ken- 
nebec, and  the  rivers  west  of  the  St.  Croix;  and  that 
they  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north  line 
from  the  St.  Croix  would  strike  them;  and  if  it  were 
not  my  wish  to  shorten  this  discussion,  I  believe  a 
very  good  argument  might  be  drawn  from  the 
words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  of  this.  In  the  negoti- 
ations  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  afterwards  with 
Mr.  McLane,  this  view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as 
you  are  aware,  there  were  proposals  to  search  for 
these  highlands  to  the  west,  where,  alone,  I  believe 
they  will  be  found  to  answer  perfectly  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  treaty.  If  this  question  should  unfortu  • 
nately  go  to  a  further  reference,  I  should  by  no 
means  despair  of  finding  some  confirmation  or  this 
view  of  the  case. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  close  what  1  haVe  to  say  on  th6 
controversial  part  of  this  question.  I  should  not 
have  treated  ol  it  at  all,  but  from  respect  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Maine,  whose  arguments  you  con- 
veyed to  me:  and  I  shall  certainly  not  renew  it, 
unless  called  upon  by  you  to  do  so.  Our  imme- 
diate business  is  with  the  compromise  of  what  is 
not  otherwise  to  be  settled;  and  argument  and  con- 
troversy, far  from  assisting  to  that  end,  have  more 
generally  a  tendency  to  irritate  and  excite. 

Referring,  then,  to  our  more  immediate  subject 
of  a  line  by  a^freement,  I  deeply  regret,  on  reading 
your  observations  and  proposals,  that  we  are  yet  so 
far  asnnder.  I  always  thought  this  part  of  our  duty 
better  performed  by  conference  than  by  correspond- 
ence; unless,  indeed,  we  had  the  misfortune  not  to 
be  able  ultimately  to  agree;  in  which  case,  it  would 
certainly  be  necessary  that  our  two  countries  should 
see  clearly  on  paper  how  nearly  we  had  approach- 
ed to  each  other,  and  on  whom  the  blame  at  lest 
rested  of  leaving  unsettled  a  question  involving 
such  serious  consequences.    I  would  still  recom- 


mend this  course  of  personal  discussion  and  con- 
ference; but,  in  the  meantime,  I  proceed  to  notice 
the  proposals  and  observations  contained  in  your 
note. 

It  is  sufficiently  explained,  in  my  plan  for  a  set- 
tlement, why  I  was  anxious  not  to  divide  in  two 
parts,  by  any  new  line  of  boundary,  the  Madawas- 
ka settlements;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  infor- 
mation 1  have  since  received,  both  as  to  local  cir- 
cumstances and  the  anxiety  of  the  pneople  them- 
selves, tends  strongly  to  confirm  my  impressions. 
At  the  same  time,  you  will  have  seen  tnat  I  was 
sensible  that  some  good  rea.<ion  should  be  assigned 
why  we  should  not  be  sati.sfied  with  what  yon  justly 
term  the  otherwise  perfect  boundary  of  the  St. 
John.  In  your  reply,  you  recognise  the  difficulties 
of  the  case,  and  do  justice  to  our  motives;  but  you 
state  distinctly,  on  the  part  of  your  Government, 
that  you  can  consent  to  no  line  which  should  bring 
us  over  the  St.  John,  without  some  equivalent  of  ter- 
ritory to  be  found  out  of  the  limits  of  that  part 
which  is  in  dispute;  and  you  refer  more  particular- 
ly to  a  certain  narrow  atrip  lying  between  the 
north  line  and  the  river.  This  strip  I  have  no 
power  to  give  up;  and  I  beg  to  add,  that  the  refusal 
of  my  Government  is  founded  simply  on  their  ob- 
jection to  dispose  arbitrarily  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  living  by  prefer- 
ence under  her  auihonty— an  objection  which,  yov 
are  sensible,  applies  with  peculiar  force  (6  the  in- 
habitants of  this  part  of  JHew  Brunswick. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  other  equivalents  which  I 
had  offered,  combined  with  the  sense  entertained 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  the  prea^* 
ing  importance  of  the  case  on  the  ground  of  human- 
ity, would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  I  so 
anxiously  desired;  but,  perceiving:  from  your  note,  as 
well  as  from  personal  conversation,  that  concession 
,  on  this  point  is  insisted  upon,  I  mi^ht  be  disposed  to 
consider  whether  my  anxious  desire  to  arnve  at  a 
friendly  settlement  would  not  justify  me  in  yield- 
ing, however  reluctantly,  il  the  latter  part  of  your 
proposal  did  not,  if  finally  persevered  in,  foibid  all 
nope  of  any  seUlement  whatever. 

The  boundary  you  propose,  supposing  the  British 
territory  not  to  come  over  the  St.  John,  is  to  run 
from  the  north  side  of  that  river,  three  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Madawaska,  over  an  arbitrary 
line,  which  my  map  does  not  exactly  permit  me 
to  follow,  until  4i  reaches  somewhere  the  St.  Fran- 
cis. I  need  not  examine  this  line  in  its  precise  de- 
tails, because  I  am  obliged  frankly  to  state  that  it 
is  inadmissible.  I  think  I  might,  sir,  fairly  appeal 
to  your  candid  judgment  to  say  whether  this  is  a 
proposition  of  conciliation-- whether,  after  all  an- 
tecedent discussions  on  this  subject,  it  could  be  rea- 
sonably expected  that,  whatever  might  be  the  anx- 
iety of  my  Government  for  a  friendly  settJement,  I 
could  be  round  with  power  to  accede  to  such  terms. 
I  need  not  observe  to  you  that  this  would  give  to 
Great  Britain  less  than  the  award  of  the  arbiter, 
while  at  the  same  time  she  would  be  called  upon  to 
give  up  what  the  arbiter  awarded  to  her;  ana,  if  I 
do  not  mistake  you,  the  floatage  of  the  lumber  of 
Maine  down  tne  St.  John  is  also  expected  to  be 
surrendered. 

I  must  beg  to  say  that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  such  a  proposal.  Your  own  principle  of 
maintaining  the  great  river  as  the  best  boundary  is 
abandoned;  an  arbitrary  line  is  drawn  which  no- 
body ever  suggested  before;  and  I  can  only  suppose 
this  course  to  be  dictated  by  that  general  assump- 
tion that,  notwithstanding  all  former  admissions  and 
decisions  to  the  contrary,  this  territory,  said  to  be 
in  dispute,  in  truth,  belongs  to  one  party,  to  be  doled 
out  as  a  favor  to  the  other— an  assumption  which 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  admitted,  and  which  you. 
sir,  with  the  records  of  your  office  before  you,  wfll 
hardly  maintain. 

The  position  in  which  this  negotiation  now 
stands,  seems  to  prove  what  I  have  before  ventured 
to  advance — ^that  it  would  have  a  better  chance  of 
success  by  conference  than  by  correspondence;  at 
all  events,  that  we  should  sooner  arrive  at  ascer- 
taining what  we  can  or  cannot  do.  Slow,  unneces- 
sarily slow,  our  progress  has  hitherto  been;  and  the 
public  seem,  somehow  or  other,  to  i>ave  become 
informed  that  there  are  differences.  I  hope,  when 
we  come  to  discuss  them,  that  they  will  prove  less 
serious  than  they  are  supposed  to  be;  but  it  is  very 
desirable  that  doubts  and  distrusts  should  be  set  at 
rest,  and  that  public  credit  and  the  transactions  of 
commerce  should  suffer  the  least  possible  disturb- 
ance. For  aUhough,  should  this  negotiation  un- 
fortunately fail,  it  will  be  our  duty  Immediately  to 
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place  it  in  some  new  coarse  of  farther  reference,  U 
is  not  to  be  disguised  that  such  a  result  must  be 
productive  of  considerable  public  anxiety  and  dis- 
appointment. 

What  I  have  said  with  resnect  to  the  case  of  the 
Madawaska  settlements,  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
prove  my  disposition  to  approach  such  a  discussion 
with  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation;  and  I  trust  you 
will  permit  me  to  express  a  hope  that  it  will  be  met 
with  a  corresponding  feeling. 

Before  concluding,  I  ttrish  to  add  a  few  words  re- 
specting the  line  of  the  St.  John  to  one  of  its  sour- 
ces, and  the  navigation  for  certain  purposes  of 
that  river.  It  may  be  true  that  the  district  between 
the  St.  John  and  the  highlands  west  of  the  ^t.  Fran- 
cis may  be  of  some  extent-  but  yoar  own  surveyors 
will  confirm  to  you  that  it  is  of  very  little  value 
either  for  cultivation  or  timber.  Is  it  reasonable 
that,  in  the  division  of  an  object  In  dispute,  its  in- 
trinsic value  should  be  wholly  disregarded,  and  its 
size  or  extent  be  alone  considered? 

I  would  further  suggest  for  your  consideration, 
whether,  supposing  the  division  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  to  be  admitted  to  satisfy  fairly  the  equi- 
ty of  the  case  between  the  parties,  what  is  pn^posed 
to  be  added  by  Great  Britain,  viz.  the  strip  on  the 
45th  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  use  of  tne  navi- 
gation of  the  St.  John,  be  not  an  ample  compensa- 
tion for  what  we  ask  in  return,  viz.  that  bar- 
ren strip  above  the  upper  St.  John,  which  is  want- 
ed for  no  other  purpose  than  as  a  boundary;  for 
which  purpose  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  most 
convenient. 

The  right  to  use  the  St.  John  for  floating  down 
the  lumber  of  Maine  on  the  same  terms  as  the  river 
is  used  by  the  dueen's  subjects,  is  now  treated  as 
a  matter  of  light  importance.  This  is  not  uncom- 
mon when  a  concession  of  any  kind  is  about  to  be 
yielded;  but  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  this  was  not 
formerly  so  considered.  It  has  been  repeatedly  so- 
licited, and  invariably  refused;  and  no  minister  of 
Great  Britain  has  before  been  permitted  to  connect 
this  concession  with  the  settlement  of  the  boundary. 
I  It  is  considered  by  my  Government  as  a  very  im- 
portant concession.  I  am  sure  that  it  must  be  con- 
sidered by  all  persons  in  Maine  connected  with  the 
lumber  trade,  as  not  only  valuable,  but  indispensa- 
ble; and  I  am  compelled  to  add,  that  I  am  empow- 
ered to  allow  this  privilege  only  in  the  event  of  a 
settlement  of  the  boundary  on  satisfactory  terms. 
It  is  said,  in  the  memorandum  of  the  Maine  com- 
missionei-s.  that  this  conceded  navigation  will  be  as 
useful  to  the  town  of  St.  John  as  to  the  lumberers 
of  Maine;  but  it  will  not  escape  you  that,  even  if 
this  be  so,  it  is  a  concession  necessary  to  give  any 
value  whatever  to  so  bulky  an  article  as  lumber, 
which,  beinenot  otherwise  disposable,  would  bear 
any  reasonable  toll  which  the  provincial  authori- 
ties of  I^w  Brunswick  might  think.it  expedient 
to  levy  upon  it.  Further,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  timber,  once  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John, 
will  have  the  privilege  of  reaching  the  Brkith  as 
well  as  other  markets;  and,  lastly,  that  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  hold  a  privilege  of  this  important 
description  by  right,  or  by  mere  sufferance,  to  be 
granted  or  withheld  at  pleasure. 

I  have  to  apologize  tor  entering  into  these  details 
in  treating  of  the  great  question  with  which  we 
are  occupied,  but  they  seemed  called  for  by  obser- 
vations contained  in  the  paper  yt>u  sent  me. 

I  be^,  sir,  you  will  be  assured  of  my  unfeigned 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dx.,  &c,  dec. 

Lard  AshburUm  to  Mr,  Webster. 

Wasbinoton,  July  16, 1842. 

Sir:  There  is  a  further  question  of  disputed 
boundary  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  called  the  Northwest  boundary,  about  which 
we  have  had  some  conferences^,  and  I  now  proceed 
to  state  the  ternos  which  1  am  ready  to  agree  to  for 
the  settlement  of  this  difference.  As  the  principal 
object  in  dispute  is  to  be  given  up  by  Great  Britain, 
I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  here  a^in  recognise  the 
spirit  of  friendly  conciliation  which  has  guided  my 
Government  in  disposing  of  these  questions. 

I  have  already  sufficiently  discussed  with  you  the 
boundaries  between  her  Majesty's  provinces  and 
the  United  States,  from  the  monument  at  the  head 
ot  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  monument  on  the 
river  St  Lawrence,  near  the  village  of  St.  Regis. 

The  commissioners  under  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  succeeded  in  continuing  this 
ooundary  from  St.  Regis,  through  the  St.  Lawrence 


and  the  great  Northern  lakes,  up  to  a  point  in  the 
channel  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Supe- 
rior. 

A  further  continuation  of  this  boundary,  ffom 
this  point,  through  Lake  Superior,  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  was  confided  to  the  same  commission- 
ers, under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent;  but  they  were,  unfortunately,  unable  to 
agree,  and  have  consequently  left  this  portion  of 
the  boundary  undetermined.  Its  final  settlement 
has  been  much  desired  by  both  Grovemments,  and 
urgently  pressed  by  communications  from  Mr. 
SecretaVy  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  1839  and  1840. 

What  I  have  now  to  propose  cannot,  I  feel  as- 
sured, be  otherwise  than  satisfactory  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  commissioners  who  failed  in  their  endeav- 
ors to  make  this  settlement  differed  on  two  points: 

First,  as  to  the  appropriation  of  an  island  called 
St.  George's  island,  lying  in  the  water  communica- 
tion between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior; 
and. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  boundary  through  the  water 
communications  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods. 

The  first  point  I  am  ready  to  give  up  to  you,  and 
you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  it  is  the  only  object 
of  any  real  value  in  this  controversy.  The  island 
of  St.  George's  is  reported  to  contain  25,920  acres 
of  very  fertile  land;  but,  the  other  things  connected 
with  these  boundaries  being  satisfactorily  arranged, 
a  line  shall  be  4rawn  so  as  to  throw  this  island 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

In  considering  the  second  point,  it  really  appears 
of  little  importance  to  either  party  how  the  line  be 
determined  through  the  wild  country  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  but  it 
is  important  that  some  line  should  be  fixed  and 
known. 

The  American  commissioner  asked  for  the  line 
from  Lake  Superior,  up  the  river  Kamanastiguia, 
to  the  lake  called  Dog  lake,  which  he  supposed  to 
be  the  same  as  that  called  Long  lake  in  the  treaties; 
thence  through  Sturgeon  lalce  to  the  Lac  la  Pluie, 
to  that  point  where  the  two  lines  assumed  by  the 
commissioners  again  meet. 

The  British  commissioner,  on  the  other  hand,  . 
contended  for  a  line  from  the  southwestern  ex- 
tremity, at  a  point  called  le  Fond  du  Lac,  to  the 
middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  estuary  or  lake  of  St. 
Louis  river;  thence  up  that  river,  through  Vermil- 
ion river,  to  Lac  la  Pluie. 

Attempts  were  made  to  compromise  these  dif- 
ferences; but  they  failed,  apparently  more  from 
neitherparty  being  willing  to  give  up  the  island  of 
St.  George's,  than  from  much  importance  being  at- 
tached to  any  other  part  of  the  case. 

Upon  the  fine  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  both  commissioners  agreed  to  aban- 
don their  respective  claims,  and  to  adopt  a  middle 
course,  for  which  the  American  commissioner  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  some  ground  of  preference. 
This  was  from  Pigeon  river,  a  point  between 
Kamanastiguia  and  the  Fonddu  Lac;  and  although 
there  were  differences  as  to  the  precise  point  near 
the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  line  should 
begin,  neither  party  seemed  to  have  attached  much 
importance  to  this  part  of  the  subject. 

I  would  propose  that  the  line  be  taken  from  a 
point  about  six  miles  south  of  Pigeon  river,  where 
the  grand  portage  commences  on  the  lake,  and  con- 
tinued along  thQ  line  of  said  portage,  alternately  by 
land  and  water,,  to  Lac  la  Pluie-^the  existing 
route  by  land  and  by  water  remaining  common  to 
both  parties.  This  line  has  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing known,  and  attended  with  no  doubt  or  uncer- 
tainty in  running  it.  r 

In  making  the  important  concession,  on  this 
boundary,  of  the  Isle  of  St.  George,  I  must  attach 
a  condition  to  it  of  accommodation,  which  experi- 
ence has  proved  to  be  necessary  in  the  navigation 
of  the  great  waters  which  bound  the  two  countries — 
an  accommodation  which  can,  I  apprehend,  be  no 
possible  inconvenience  to  either.  This  was  asked 
by  the  British  commissioner,  in  the  course  of  the 
attempts  of  compromise  above  alluded  to;  but  no- 
thing was  done,  oecause  he  was  not  then  prepared, 
as  1  am  now,  to  yield  the  property  and  sovereignty 
of  St.  Gteorge's  island. 

The  first  of  these  two  cases  is  at  the  head  of 
Lake  St.  Clair,  where  the  river  of  that  name  emp- 
ties into  it  from  Lake  Huron.  It  is  represented, 
that  the  channel  bordering  the  United  Stales  coast 
in  this  part  h  not  only  the  best  for  navigation,  but, 
with  some  winds,  is  the  only  serviceable  passage. 


I  do  not  kno^  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
passage  of  a  British  vessel  would  be  refused;  but, 
on  a  final  settlement  of  boundaries,  it  is  desirable 
to  stipulate  for  what  the  commissioners  would 
probably  have  settled,  had  the  facts  been  known  to 
them.  ' 

The  other  case,  of  nearly  the  same  description, 
occurs  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  some  mile^  above  the 
boundary  at  St.  Regis.  In  distributine  the  islands 
of  the  river  by  the  commissioners,  Barnhart's  isl- 
and and  the  Long  Sault  islands  were  assigned  to 
America.  This  part  of  the  river  has  very  formida- 
ble rapids;  and  the  only  safe  passage  is  on  the 
southern  or  American  side,  between  those  islands 
and  the  main  land.  We  want  a  clause  in  our 
present  treaty  to  say  that  for  a  short  distance,  viz: 
from  the  upper  end  of  upper  Long  Sault  island  to 
the  lower  end  of  Barnhari's  island,-  the  several 
channels  of  the  river  shall  be  used  in  common  by 
the  boatmen  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am  not  aware  that  these  very  reasonable  de- 
mands are  likely  to  meet  with  any  objection;  espe- 
cially where  the  United  States  will  have  surrender- 
ed to  them  all  that  is  essential  in  the  boundary  I 
have  now  to  propose  to  you. 

I  beg  you  will  be  assured,  sir,  of  my  unfeigned 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Mr,  Webster  to  Lord  Ashbv/rton. 

Department  ok  St^te, 

Washington,  July  27,  1842. 

My  Lord:  I  have  now  to  propose  to  your  Lord- 
ship a  line  of  division,  embracing  the  disputed 
portions  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and 
the  Canadas,  wiih  its  considerations  and  equiya- 
lents,  such  as  conforms,  I  believe,  in  substance,  to 
the  result  of  the  many  conferences  and  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  between  us. 

The  acknowledged  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  England  join  upon  each  other  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean  to  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Rocky 
mountains — a  distance  of  more  than  three  thousand 
miles.  From  the  ocean  to  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix,  the  line  of  division  has  been  ascertained 
and  fixed  by  agreement:  from  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix  to  a  point  near  St.  Regis,  on  the  river  Su 
Lawrence,  it  may  be  considered  as  unsettled,  or 
controverted;  from  this  last-mentioned  point,  along 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  through  the  lakes,.it  is  set- 
tled, until  it  reaches  the  water  communication  be- 
tween Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior.  At  this 
point,  the  commissioners  under  the  7ih  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  found  a  subject  ol  disagree- 
ment which  they  could  not  overcome,  in  deciding 
up  which  branch  of  channel  the  line  should  pro- 
ceed, till  it  should  reach  a  point  in  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  river,  about  one  mile  above  St.  George's,  or 
Sugar  island. 

From  the  middle  of  the  water  communication  be- 
tween the  two  lakes,  at  the  point  la.st  mentioned, 
the  commissioners  extended  the  line  through  the  re- 
maining part  of  that  water  communication,  and 
across  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point  north  of  He  Roy- 
ale;  but  they  could  not  agree  in  what  direction  the 
line  should  run  from  this  last-mentioned  point,  nor 
where  it  should  leave  Lake  Superior,  nor  how  it 
should  be  extended  to  the  Rainy  Lake,  or  Lac  la 
Pluie.  From  this  last-mentioned  lake,  they  agreed 
on  the  line  to  the  northwesternmost  point  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  which  they  found  to  be  in  lati- 
tude 49  deg-  23  min.'55  sec.  The  line  extends,  ac- 
cording to  existing  treatiies,  due  south  from  this 
p(>int  to  the  4i)ih  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  by 
that  parallel  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Not  being  able  to  agree  upon  the  whole  line,  the 
commissioners  under  the  7th  article  did  not  make 
any  joint  report  to  their  respective  Governments. 
So  far  asthey  agreed  on  any  part  of  the  line,  that 
part  has  been  considered  sealed;  but  it  may  be  well 
to  give  validity  to  these  portions  of  the  line  jby  a 
treaty. 

To  complete  the  boundary  line,  therefore,  and  to 
remove  all  doubts  and  disputes,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  two  Governments  to  come  to  an  agreement  on 
three  points: 

1st.  What  shall  be  the  line  on  the  northeastern 
and  northern  limits  of  the  Uni.ed  States,  from  the 
St.  Croix  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  is  by  far  the 
most  important  and  difficult  of  the  subject.s,  and  in- 
volves tne  principal  questions  of  equivalents  and 
compensations. 
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ai  What  shall  be  the  course  of  the  boundary 
from  the  point  where  the  commissioners  under  the 
Gth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  terminated  their 
fcibors— to  wit:  a  point  in  the  Neebish  channel,  near 
Maddy  lake,  in  the  water  communication'  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point  in  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  river,  one  mile  afcove  Sugar 
island.  This  question  is  important,  as  ii  involves 
the  ownership  of  that  island. 

3d.  What  shall  be  the  line  from  the  point  north 
of  He  Royale,  in  Liake  Superior,  to  which  the  com- 
missioners of  the  two  GovemratTnts  arrived,  by 
agreement,  to  the  Rainy  Lake;  and  also  to  confiim 
those  parts  of  the  line  to  which  the  said  commis- 
sioaeis  agreed. 

Besides  agreeing  upon  the  line  of  division  through 
these  controverted  portions  of  the  boundary,  you 
have  suggested  also,  as  the  proposed  settlement  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  ground  of  compromise  and  equiv- 
alents, that  boats  belonging  to  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects may  pass  the  falls  of  the  Long  Saull  in  the  St. 
Lawrence,  on  either  side  of  the  Long  Sault  islands; 
and  that  the  passage  between  the  islands  lying  at  or 
near  the  junction  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  with  the 
lake  of  that  name,  shall  be  severallv  free  and  open 
to  the  vessels  of  both  c-ountries.  There  appears  no 
reasonable  objection  to  what  is  requested  in  these 
particulars;  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  it 
IS  desirable  that  their  vessels,  proceeding  from 
Lake  Erie  into  the  Detroit  river,  should  have  the 
privile^  of  passing  between  Bois  Blanc,  an  island 
DeloogiDg  to  bngland,  and  the  Canadian  shore— the 
deeper  and  better  channel  being  on  that  side. 

The  line,  then,  now  proposed  to  be  agreed  to, 
mar  be  thus  described: 

Beginning  at  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix,  as  designated  and  agreed  to  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  iiAh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1794,  between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain;  thence,  north,  following 
the  exploring  line  run  and  marked  by  the  suKteyors 
of  the  two  Governments  in  the  years' 181 7  and  1818, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  its 
intersection  with  the  river  St.  John,  and  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  thereof;  thence,  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Francis;  thence,  up  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  of  the  said  river  Sl  Francis,  and 
of  the  lakes  through  which  it  flows,  to  the  outlet  of 
the  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence,  southwesterly,  in 
a  straight  line,  to  a  point  on  the  northwest  branch 
of  the  river  St.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten 
miles  distant  from  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John, 
in  a  straight  line,  and  in  the  nearest  direction;  but 
if  the  said  point  shall  be  found  to  be  less  than  seven 
miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  summit  or  crest 
of  the  highlands  that  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Johli,  then  the 
said  point  shall  be  made  to  recede  down  the  said 
rirtr  to  a  point  seven  miles,  in  a  straight  line,  from 
the  said  summit  or  crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line, 
in  a  coarse  about  south  eight  degrees  west,  to  the 
point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  46  deg.  25 
min  north  Intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branchy  to 
the  Koarce  thereof  in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjar- 
mette  portage;  thence,  down  along  the  said  high- 
lands which  divide  the  waters  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
M  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  head  of  Hall's 
stream;  thence,  down  the  middle  of  said  stream, 
till  the  line  thus  ran  intersects  the  old  line  of 
boirodary  surveyed  and  marked  by  Valentine  and 
Collins  previously  to  the  year  1774  as  the  forty- 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  which  has  been 
known  and  understood  to  be  the  line  of  actual  di- 
vision between  the  States  of  N*w  York  and  Ver- 
mont, on  one  side,  and  the  British  province  of 
Canada  on  the  other;  and  from  said  point  o(  inter- 
section, west,  along  the  said  dividing  line,  as  here- 
tofore known  and  understood,  to  the  Iroquois  or  St. 
Lawrence  river;  and  from  the  place  where  the  joint 
commissioners  terminated  their  labors,  under  the 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  wit:  at  a 
point  in  the  Neebish  channel,  near  Muddy  lake,  the 
line  shall  run  into  and  along  the  ship-channel  be- 
tween St  Joseph's  and  St.  Tammany  islands,  to  the 
division  of  the  channel  at  or  near  the  head  of  St. 
Joseph's  island;  thence,  turning  eastwardly  and 
northwardly,  around  the  lower  end  of  St.  Gkorge's, 
or  Sugar  island,  and  following  the  middle  of  the 
channel  which  divides  St.  George's  from  St.  Jo* 
sq>h's  island;  thence,  up  the  east  Neebish  channel, 
nearest  to  St.  Gkorge's  island,  through  the  middle 


of  Lake  George;  thence,  west  of  Jonas  island/into 
St.  Mary's  river,  to  a  point  in  the  middle  of  that 
river,  about  one  mile  afcove  St.  George's,  or  Sugar 
island,  so  as  to  appropriate  and  assign  the  said 
island  to  the  United  States;  thence,  adopting  the  line 
traced  on  the  maps  by  the  commissioners,  through 
the  river  St.  Mary  and  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point 
north  of  He  Royale,  in  said  lake,  one  hundred  yards 
to  the  north  and  east  of  lie  Chapeau,  which  last- 
Inentioncd  island  lie.«  near  the  northeastern  point 
of  He  Royale,  where  the  line  marked  by  the  com- 
missioners terminates;  and  from  the  last- mentioned 
point,  southwesterly,  through  the  middle  of  the 
sound  between  He  Royale  and  the  northwestern 
main  land,  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  and  up 
the  said  river,  to  and  through  the  north  and  south 
Fowl  lakes,  to  the  lakes  of  the  height  of  land  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
thence,  along  the  water  communication,  to  Lake 
Saisaginaga,  and  through  that  lake;  thence,  to  and 
through  Cypress  lake,  Lac  du  Bois  Blanc,  Lac  la 
Croix,  Little  Vermillion  lake,  and  Lake  Namecan, 
and  through  the  several  smaller  lakes,  straits,  or 
streams,  connecting  the  lakes  here  mentioned  to 
that  point  in  Lac  la  Pluie,  or  Rainy  Lake,  at  the 
I  Chaudiere  falls,  from  which  the  commissioners 
traced  the  line,  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence,  along  the  said  line, 
to  the  said  most  northwestern  point,  being  in  lati- 
tude 49  deg.  23  min.  55  sec.  nortn,  and  in  longitude 
95  deg.  14  min.  38  sec.  west  from  the  observaiory  at 
Greenwich;  thence,  according  to  existing  treaties, 
the  line  extends  due  south  to  its  intersection  with 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  along 
that  parallel  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  It  being  un- 
derstood that  all  the  water  communications,  and  all 
the  usual  portages  along  the  line  from  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand 
portage,  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand  portage,  from 
the  shote  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as 
now  actually  used,  snail  be  free  and  open  to  the 
use  of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  boih.  countries. 

It  is  desirable  to  follow  the  description  and  the 
exact  line  of  the  original  treaty  as  far  as  practica- 
ble. There  is  reason  to  think  that  "Long  lake," 
mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  meant  merely  the 
estuary  of  the  Pigeon  river,  as  no  lake  called 
"Long  lake,"  or  any  other  water  strictly  conform- 
ing to  the  idea  of  a  lake,  is  found  in  that  Quarter. 
This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  tnal  the 
words  of  the  treaty  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 
wati^r  intended  as  "Long  lake"  was  immediately 
joining  Lake  Superior.  In  one  respect,  an  exact 
compliance  with  the  words  of  the  treaty  is  not 
practicable.  There  is  no  continuous  water  com- 
munication between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  as  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  known 
to  discharge  its  waters  through  the  Red  river  of 
the  north  into  Hudson's  Bay.  The  dividing 
height  or  ridge  between  the  eastern  sources  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  west- 
em  sources  of  Pigeon  river,  appears,  by  authentic 
maps,  to  be  distant  about  forty  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  on  the  shore  6f  Lake  Su- 
perior. 

It  is  not  improbable  that,  in  the  imperfection  of 
knowledge  which  then  axisteil  of  those  remote 
countries,  and  perhaps  misled  by  Mitchell's  map, 
the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  supposed  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  discharge  its  waters  into 
Lake  Superior.  The  broken  and  difficult  nature 
of  the  water  colmmnnicatioii  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  renders  numerous 
portages  necessary;  and  it  is  right  that  these  water 
communications  and  these  portages  should  make 
a  common  highway,  where  necessary,  for  the  use 
of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  both  Governments. 

When  the  proposed  line  shall  be  properly  de- 
scribed in  the  treaty,  the  grant  by  Elogland  of  the 
right  to  use  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  John  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  to  the  mouth  of  that  river 
all  the  timber  and  agricuhural  products  raised  in 
Maine,  on  the  waters  of  the  St.  John,  or  any  of  its 
tributaries,  without  subjection  toany  discriminating 
toll,  duty,  or  disability,  is  to  be  inserted.  Provis- 
ion should  also  be  made  for  quieting  and  confirm- 
ing the  titles  of  all  persons  having  claims  to  lands 
on  either  side  of  the  line,  whether  such  titles  be 
perfect  or  inchoate  only,  and  to  the  same  extent  in 
which  they  would  have  been  confirmed  bv  their  re- 
spective Governments  had  no  change  taken  place. 
What  has  been  agreed  to,  also,  in  respect  to  the 
common  use  of  t:ertain  passages  in  the  rivers  and 


lakes,  as  already  stated,  must  be  made  matter  of 
regular  stipulation. 

Your  Lordship  is  also  informed,  by  the  corres- 
pondence which  formerly  .look  place  between  the 
t^'o  Governments,  that  there  is  a  fund  arising 
from  the  sale  of  timber,  concerning  which  fund 
an  understanding  was  had  some  years  ago.  It  will 
be  expedient  to  provide  by  the  treaty  that  this  ar- 
rangement shall  be  carried  into  efiect. 

A  proper  article  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  creation  of  a  commission  to  run  and  mark  some 
parts  of  the  Hue  between  Maine  and  the  British 
provinces. 

These  several  obiects  appear  to  me  to  embrace 
all  respecting  the  boundaiy  line  and  its  equiva- 
lents, which  the  treaty  needs  to  contain,  as  matters  of 
stipDlatiou  between  the  United  States  and  England. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Lord  AsHBtJBTON,  &c.,  Ac,  dtc. 

Lord  AshbwrUm  to  Mr,  Webster. 

Washington,  July  29,  1842. 

Sir  :  1  have  attentively  considered  the  statements 
Contained  in  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
addressing  me  on  the  27th  of  this  month,  of  the 
terms  agreed  to  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries 
between  her  Majesty's  provinces  and  the  United 
States;  being  the  final  result  of  the  many  con- 
ferences we  have  had  on  this  subject.  This  s^le- 
ment  appears  .substantially  correct  in  all  its  parts; 
and  we  may  now  proceed,  without  further  delay, 
to  draw  up  the  treaty.  Several  of  the  articles  for 
this  purpose  are  already  prepared  and  agreed,  and 
our  most  convenient  course  will  be  to  take  and  con- 
sid^  them  singly.  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend that,  as  we  have  excellent  charts  of  the  coun- 
trjr  through  which  the  boundary,  which  failed  of 
being  settled  by  the  commissioners'  under  the 
seventh  ariicle  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  is  partially 
marked,  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  good 
the  delineation  on  those  charts,  which  would  spare 
to  both  parties  the  unnecessary  expense  of  new 
commissioners  and  a  new  survey.  In  this  case,  the 
only  commission  required  would  be  to  run  the  line 
on  the  boundary  of^  Maine. 

The  stipulations  for  the  greater  facility  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Sl.  Lawrence,  and  of  two 
passages  between  the  upper  lakes,  appear  evidently 
desirable  for  general  accommodation;  and  I  cannot 
refuse  the  reciprocal  claim  made  by  you  to  render 
common  the  passage  from  Lake  Erie  into  the  De- 
troit river.  This  must  be  done  by  declaring  the 
several  passages  in  those  parts  free  to  both  parties. 

I  should  remark,  also,  that  the  free  use  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Long  Sault  passage,  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  must  be  extended  to  below  Bar^hart's 
island,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  t.hose  rapids. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  you»  sir.  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbster,  &c.,  du:.,  &c. 

Lord  Askburlonio  Mr,  Webster, 

Wabhinoton,  Aug.  9, 1842. 

Sm:  It  appears  desirable  tha^t  some  explanation 
between  us  should  be  recorded  by  correspondence 
respecting  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  signed  by 
us  this  day,  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

By  that  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that 
certain  payments  shall  be  made  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  It  has  of  course  been  understood 
that  my  negotiations  have  been  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  and  the  introduction  of 
terms  of  agreement  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  Slates  would  have  been  irregular  and 
inadmissible,  if  it  had  not  been  deemed  expedient 
to  bring  the  whole  of  these  transactions  witnin  the 
purview  of  the  treaty.  There  may  not  be  wanting 
analogous  cases  to  justify  this  proceeding;  but  it 
seems  proper  that  I  should  have  confirmed  by  you, 
that  my  Government  incurs  no  responsibility  for 
these  engagements,  of  the  precise  nature  and  ob- 
ject of  which  I  am  uninformed,  nor  have  1  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  make  inquiry  concerning 
them. 

I  beg,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  &c.,  &c.,  &c, 
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Department  of  State, 
WashingtOD,  August  9,  1842. 
Mt  LoRp:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  of  August,  with  re* 
spect  to  the  object  and  intention  of  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty.  What  you  say  in  regard  to  that  sub* 
ject  is  quite  correct.  It  purports  to  contain  no  stip- 
ulation on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  nor  is  any  re- 
sponsibility supposed  to  be  incurred  by  it,  on  the 
pan  of  your  Government. 

I  renew,  my  Lord,  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

DANIEL  VTEBSTER. 
Lord  ASHBtTRTON,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

CORRESPONDEiNCE    WITH   STATE   AU- 

THORITIES. 

NORTH  EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Bttretary  of  Stale  of  Massachusetts  to  ike  President, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachubetts, 
Secretary's  Department,  March  18, 1842. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  nis  excellency  the  Governor, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  official  copy 
of  certain  resolutions  passed  at  the  late  session  of 
the  Liegislature  of  this  State. 

With  the  highest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

,        JOHN  P.  BIGELOW, 
>  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

3is  Excellency  John  TtLSR, 

President  of  the  United  StaUs. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSElrrS. 

IN  THS  TBAB  ONB  THOUSAND  BIOBT  BVNDSBS  AND  FOBTY*TWO. 

Resolves  concerning  the  Northeastern  boundary  of 

the  United  Slates. 

Resolve^j  That  the  boundary  line  between  the 
State  of  Maine  and  the  British  province  of  New 
Brunswick  is  so  clearly  defined  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  can  neither  be 
misapprehended,  nor  afford  any  support  to  the  un- 
jubt  pretensions  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved^  That  this  Commonwealth,  as  a  joint 
proprietor  with  the  Stale  of  Maine  of  the  territory 
alleged  to  be  in  dispute,  has  an  interest  in  all  ne- 
gotiations respecting  the  same,*«which  demands 
her  watchful  attention,  that  her  rights  and  interest 
may  be  preserved  unimpaired  and  unchanged  with- 
out her  assent. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council,  be' authorized  and  re- 
quested, from  time  to  time,  to  adopt  su<::h  measures, 
to  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  said  territory,  and  to  produce  an  honor- 
able and  satisfactory  adjustment,  as  the  emergency 
may  demand. 

Resolved,  That  no  compromise  which  concedes 
any  territory  west  of  the  treaty  line  of  17^  can 
be  constitutionally  made  without  the  assent  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  and  that,  as  they  are  co-pro- 
prietors of  the  soil,  this  Commonwealth  will  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  Maine  in  support  of  their 
mutual  interests  and  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grovemor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Gk>yernor  of 
the  State  of  Maine. 

HotWEOF   RfPRESKNTATrmi, 

March  3. 1849. 
Passed:  SAMUEL  H.  WALLET. 

Speaker  pro  tern, 

(n  Senate,  March  3, 1843. 
Passed:  JOSIAH  aUINCY,  Jr. 

President. 
Approved,  March  3d,  1842. 

JOHN  DAVIS. 
A  true  copy. 
Attest:  John  P.  Bigelow, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Gov,  Fairfield.* 

DEPARTyENT  OF  StaTB, 

,  Washington,  11  ih  April,  1842. 
Your  excellency  is  aware  that,  previous  to  March, 
1841,  a  negotiation  had  been  going  on  for  some  lime 
between  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  and  the  Brit- 
ish minister  accredited  to  this  Government,  having 
for  its  object  the  creation  of  a  joint  commission  for 
settling  the  controversy  respectfng  the  Northeasi- 

*f^mt^  muiatie  tautandie^\o  tho  Ooveraor  of  MdMichu- 

Mttf. 


em  boundary  of  the  Un|ted  States,  with  a  provi- 
sion for  an  ultimate  reference  to  arbitrators,  to  be 
appointed  by  some  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  in 
case  an  arbitration  should  become  necessar]r.  On 
the  leading  features  ol  a  convention  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  two  Governments  were  a^reedj  but,  on 
several  matters  of  detail,  the  parties  differed,  and 
appear  to  have  been  interchanging  their  respect- 
ive views  and  opinions,  projects  and  counter-pro*^ 
jects,  without  coming  to  a  final  arrangement,  down 
to  August,  1840.  Various  causes,  not  now  neces- 
sary to  be  explained,  arrested  the  pro|;ress  of  the 
negotiation  at  that  time,  and  no  considerable  ad- 
vance has  since  been  made  in  it. 

It  seems  to  have  been  unden^tood  on  both  sides, 
that,  one  arbitration  having  failed,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  two  parties  to  proceed  to  institute  another, 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  and 
other  treaties;  and  the  President  has  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  unless  some  new  course  should  be  pro- 
posed, to  cause  the  negotiation  to  he  resumed,  and 
pressed  to  its  conclusion.  But  I  have  now  to  in- 
form your  excellency  that  Lord  Asbburton,  a  min- 
i  ter  plenipotentiary  and  special,  has  arrived  at  the 
seat  of  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,, charged 
with  ftill  powers  from  bus  sovereign  to  negotiate 
and  settle  the  different  matters  in  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.  I  have  further  to 
state  to  you,  that  he  has  official Iv  announced  to  this 
department  that,  in  regard  to  the  boundary  ques- 
tion, he  has  authority  to  treat  for  a  conventional 
line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions, and  with  such  mutual  considerations  and 
equivalents,  as  may  be  thought  just  and  equitable; 
and  that  he  is  ready  to  enter  on  a  negotiation  for 
such  conventional  1  me,  so  soon  as  this  Government 
shall  say  that  it  is  authorized  and  ready,  on  its 
part,  to  commence  such  negotiation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  has 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Governments  of  Maine  aCnd  Massachusetts  to 
the  subject,  and  to  submit  to  those  Governments  the 
propriety  of  their  co-operation,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, and  in  a  certain  form,  in  an  endeavor 
to  terminate  a  controversy  already  of  so  long 
duration,  and  which  seems  very  likely  to  be 
still  considerably  further  protracted  before  the 
desired  end  of  a  final  adjustment  shall  be  attained, 
unless  a  shorter  course  of  arriving  at  that  end  be 
adopted  than  such  as  has  heretofore  been  pursued, 
and  as  the  two  Governments  are  still  pursuing. 

Yet,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  two  States 
whose  rights  are  more  immediately  concerned,  (both 
having  an  interest  in  the  soil,  and  one  of  them  in 
the  jurisdiction  and  government,)  the  duty  of  this 
Government  will  be  to  adopt  no  new  course,  but, 
in  compliance  with  treaty  stipulations,  and  in 
furtherance  of  what  has  already  been  done,  to  has- 
ten the  pending  negotiations  as  fast  as  possible. 

But  the  President  thinks  it  a  highly  desirable  ob- 
ject to  prevent  the  delays  necessarily  incident  to 
any  settlement  of  the  question  by  these  means. 
Such  delays  are  great  and  unavoidable.  It  has 
been  found  that  an  exploration  and  examination  of 
the  several  lines  constitute  a  work  of  three  years. 
The  existing  commission  for  making  such  explo- 
ration, under  the  authority  of  the  XJnitcd  States, 
has  been  occupied  (wo  summers,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  work  remains  still  to  be 
done.  If  a  joint  commission  should  be  appointed, 
and  should  go  through  the  same  work,  and  the 
commissioners  should  disagree^  (as  is  very  possible,) 
and  an.  arbitration  on  that  account  become  indis- 
pensable, the  arbitrators  might  find  it  necessary  to 
make  an  exploration  and  survey  themselves,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  done  by  others  of  their  own 
appointment.  If  to  these  causes,  operating  to  post- 
pone the  final  decision,  be  added  the  time  necessary 
to  appoint  arbitrators,  and  for  their  preparation  to 
leave  Europe  for  the  service,  and  the  various  re- 
tarding incidents  always  aitendiug  such  operations, 
seven  or  eight  years  constitute,  perhaps,  the  short- 
est period  within  which  we  can  look  for  a  final  re- 
sult. In  the  meantime,  great  expenses  have  been 
incurred,  and  further  expenses  cannot  be  avoided. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  controversy  has  brought 
heavy  charges  upon  Maine  herself,  to  the  remune- 
ration or  proper  settlement  of  which  she  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  indifferent.  The  exploration  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already 
cost  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  charge  of 
another  summer's  work  is  in  prospect.  These 
facts  may  be  suflicient  to  form  a  probable  estimate 
of  the  whole  expense  likely  fo  be  incurred  before 
the  controvert  can  be  settled  by  arbitration;  and 


our  expcri«Dce  admonisheg  us  that  even  another 
arbitraUon  tn\gm  possibly  fail. 

The  opinion  of  this  Qovemment  upon  the  jusdce 
and  validity  of  the  American  claim  has  been  ex- 
pressed at  so  many  times,  and  in  so  many  forms, 
that  a  repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  necessary. 
But  the  subject  is  a  subject  in  dispute.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  agreed  to  make  it  matter  of  reference 
and  arbitration;  and  it  must  fulfil  that  agreement, 
unless  another  mode  for  settling  the  controversy 
should  be  resorted  to,  with  the  hope  of  producing  a 
speedier  decision.  The  President  proposes,  then, 
that  the  Governments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
should  severally  appoint  a  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners, empowered  to  confer  with  the  authori- 
ties of  this  Gk)vemmentupon  a  conventional  line,  or 
line  by  agreement,  with  its  terms,  conditions,  con- 
sideratioas,  and  equivalents,  with  an  understanding 
that  no  such  line  will  be  agreed  upon  without  the 
assent  of  such  commissioners. 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  or  some  other  which 
shall  express  assent  beforehand,  seems  indispensa- 
ble, if  any  negotiation  for  a  conventional  line  is  to 
be  had;  since,  if  happily  a  treaty  should  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation,  it  can  only  be  submitted^  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  ratification. 

It  is  a  subject  of  deep  and  sincere  regret  to  the 
President,  that  the  British  plenipotentiary  did  not  ar- 
rive in  the  country  and  make  Known  his  powers  in 
time  to  have  made  this  communication  before  the 
annual  session  of  th<  Legislatures  of  the  two  States 
had  been  brought  to  a  close.  He  perceives  and  la- 
ments the  inconvenience  which  may  be  experienced 
from  reassembling  those  Legislatures,  But  (he 
British  mission  is  a  special  one;  it  does  not  super- 
sede the  resident  mission  of  the  British  Government 
at  Washington,  and  its  stay  in  the  United  States  is 
not  expected  to  be  long,  tii  addition  to  these  con- 
siderations, it  is  to  be  suggested  that  more  than  four 
months  of  the  session  of  Congress  have  already 
pas^'ed;  and  it  is  highly  desirable,  if  any  treaty  for 
a  conventional  line  should  be  agreed  on,  it  should 
be  concluded  before  the  session  shall  terminate,  not 
'Only  because  of  the  necessity  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Senate,  but  aLvo  because  it  is  not  impossible  that 
measures  may  be  thought  advisable,  or  become 
important,  which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the 
authority  of  both  Houses. 

These  considerations,  in  addition  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject,  and  a  firm  conviction  in  the 
mind  of  the  President  that  the  interests  of  both 
countries,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  two  States 
more  immediately  concerned,  require  a  prompt  ef- 
fort to  bring  this  dispute  to  an  -end,  constrain  him 
to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  your  excellency 
will  convene  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  and  sub- 
mit the  subject  to  its  grave  and  candid  delibera- 
tion. 

I  am,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
His  Excellency  John  Fairfiei.d, 

Governor  of  Maine, 

Governor  Davis  to  Mr.  Webster,    ^ 

ExBCtTTivB  Department, 
Worcester,  Masa.,  April  17, 1843.  , 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recep* 
tion  of  your  official  communication  announcing  the 
arrival  of  Lord  Asbburton,  as  a  special  envoy  from 
her  Majesty  the  dueen  of  the  United  Kingdoms, 
vested  with  full  authority  to  adjust,  by  a  convention- 
al line,  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States.  It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  learn  that  no  attempt  is  to 
be  made  to  establish  a  line  by  compromise,  without 
their  assent;  but  if  such  a  line  can  be  agreed  upon 
for  a  satisfactory  equivalent,  which  should  leave 
all  ihe  parties  interested  at  peace,  and  terminate 
the  controver^,  I  have  no  aoubt  it  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people  of  this  State.  No 
opinion  can,  with  safety,  be  formed  upon  any  such 
proposition,  till  it  is  submitted  in  its  details,  and  fully 
unaerstood.  That  the  parties  may  all  have  full  op- 
portunity to  act  with  deliberation,  the  desire  of  the 
President  is,  that  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine  should  be  assembled,  to  make  suitable 
provisions  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
take  charge  of  their  respective  interests  at  Wash- 
ington, during  the  negotiation  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain. 

Anticipating  the  contingency  which  has  occurred, 
I  invited  the  attention  of  ine  Legislature  to  the  sub- 
ject while  in  session,  and  suggested  the  expediency 
of  legislation  which  should  provide  for  it.  In  pur- 
suance of  that  suggestion,  certain  joint  resolutions 
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were  passed  apd  approved,  which  have  been  for- 
vtrded  10  ihe  President,  which  appear  to  me  to 
confer  all  the  aoihority  necessary,  and  were  un- 
doobiedly  de&ijjned  by  the  Legislature  to  meet  this 
emergency.  This  wise  provision  will,  1  trust,  su- 
persede all  occa.sion  for  reassembling  the  Legisla- 
tnre,  as  the  Governor  and  Council  have  authority 
to  act  in  the  matter  in  any  way  that  the  interests 
lod  honor  of  tbe  Commonwealth  demand.  There 
vill  be  a  meetings  of  the  Council,  by  appointment^ 
OD  the  25ib  of  May,  which,  if  Maine  can  only  move 
after  legislation  is  had,  will  be  sufficiently  sea- 
sonable for  all  practicable  purposes,  when  the  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  them,  and  there  can  be  lit- 
tle doobt  that  Ibey  will  acquiesce  in  the  propriety 
of  sending  a  commissioner  to  represent  tne  State 
in  a  matter  of  such  decided  importance. 

If  this  movement  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is 
indicative,  as  it  seems  to  me  it  is,  of  a  settled  pur- 
pose to  close  the  controversy,  and  she  is  prepared 
to  give  satisfactory  equivalents  for  the  concession 
of  territory  sufficient  to  answer  her  purposes,  then 
the  division  of  such  an  equivalent  or  equivalents 
between  Maine  and  Massachusetts  will  tecome  an 
important  question;  but  it  should  in  no  particular 
beiefl  for  future  discussion  or  decision,  by  Con- 
gress or  any  other  body,  but  should  be  definitively 
adjusted  in  the  general  arrangement,  that  each  State 
may  Imow  the  exact  measure  of  its  rights. 

You  will  learn,  also,  from  these  resolutions,  the 
di^x>sition  of  the  State  to  bring  this  question  to  an 
issue,  in  any  manner  consistent  with  hef  honor,  in- 
terest, and  dignity.     The  opinions  conveyed  in 
them,  as  far  as  1  know,  were  imanimons,  and  indi- 
cate the  tone  of  public  sentiment.    The  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  not  disposed  to  yield  anythmg  to 
unjust  pretension.    Not  a  particle  of  doubt  is  enter- 
tained, by  any  one,  that  the  treaty  line  of  1783  may 
be  as  certainly  identified  as  Mar's  Hill;  and  the 
BOTthwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  certainly  estab- 
lished by  the  description  in  the  treaty,  as  the  merid- 
ian of  Gtuebec.      We  all  feel  that  no  doubt  can  ex- 
ist that  there  are  highlands  which  divide  the  waters 
that  flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  sea;  and 
that  a  line  due  north  can  be  run  from  the  monu- 
ment to  the  dividing  summit.     These  are  matters 
that  no  one  can  feel   any  hesitation   about,  and 
hence  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Massachusetts. 
While,  therefore,  we  cannot  listen  to  a  claim  upon 
what  we  know  to  be  our  own,  we  can,  in  the  spirit 
of  peace  and  accommodation,  yield  something  to 
the  convenience  of  a  neighbor,  by  agreement.  This 
fe,  without  shade  of  coloring,  the  sentiment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts.    She  will,  on  honorable  terms,  concede 
something  to  the   convenience   and   necessity  of 
Great  Britain;  but  nothing— not  a  rood  of  barren 
heath  or  rock — to  unfounded  claims.    If  an  earlier 
day  than  the  25th  of  May  shallprovc  desirable,  the 
Coancil  can  be  summoned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DAVIS. 
To  the  Secretary  op  State. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Gov.  Davis. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  16, 1849. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
fromyourExcellency,  of  certain  resol^res  concern- 
ing the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  Slates, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
^.i  day  of  March  last. 

As  those  resolves  appear  to  recognise  the  pro- 
priety of  endeavoring  to  fix  upon  a  line  by  com- 
promise, with  the  assent  of  Maine  and  Massachu- 
seus;  and  as  they  authorize  ^our 'Excellency,  with 
advice  of  Council,  to  adopt  such  measures  to  se- 
cure the  lights  and  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  as  the  emergency  may  demand, 
it  appears  to  me  that  they  are  a  sumcient  warrant 
for  such  proceedings  as  you  may  see  fit  to  adopt, 
io  order  to  gain  the  assent  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  any  line  of  boundary  which,  may  be  just  and 
equitable,  and  upon  which  the  parties  may  be  likely 
to  agree.  If  your  Excellency  snould  take  this  view 
of  the  subject,  a  call  of  the  Legislature  would  of 
course  be  unnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

His  Excellency  John  Davis. 

Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

GiTV.  Davis  to  Mr.  Webster, 
Executive  Department, 

Worcester,  April  27, 1842. 
:  8inc«  Tlast  addressed  you,  Ihava  received 


your  favor  of  the  16th  instant,  by  which  it  appears 
the  resohilions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth have  reached  yon.  These  resolves,  re- 
specting the  Northeastern  boundary,  were  adopted 
to  meet  the  contingency  which  has  occurred,  and 
to  avoid  any  necessity  for  reassembling  the  Legis- 
lature on  this  account.  As  sooti  as  it  became  cer- 
tain that  a  special  envoy  was  to  be  de*«patched 
hiiher  by  the  Clueen  of  the  United  Kingdoms,  it 
was  apparent  to  me  that  he  would  be  authorized  to 
propose  a  conventional  line,  as  this  is  manifestly 
the  only  alternative  short  of  acceding  to  the  treaty 
line  of  1783.  When  ihe  subject  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  it  seemed  to  entertain 
similar  views,  and  with  great  harmony  of  opinion 
provided,  as  well  as  the  state  of  things,  whicn  was 
then  wholly  conjectural,  would  enable  them. 

The  Council  will  meet  on  the  25ih  of  May  for 
the  regular  despatch  of  business,  when  their  atten- 
tion will  be  invited  to  the  expediency  of  consenting 
to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  or  agents  to  repre- 
sent the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DAVIS. 

The  Secretary  op  State  for  the  United  States. 

The  Governor  ofMairye  io  the  President. 
Executive  Department, 

Augusta,  May  27, 1843. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  L^islalure  of 
this  State,  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  northern 
and  northeastern  boundaries  of  Maine;  and  also 
to  inform  you  that  the  Hon.  Edward  Kavanagh*^ 
Hon.  Edward  Kent,  Hon.  William  H.  Preble,  and 
Hon.  John  Otis,  have  been  elected  commissioners 
under  said  resolves. 

.     Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
His  Excellency  John  Tyler, 

President  of  the  United  States^  Washington. 

State  op  Maine. 

The  joint  select  comniittee  of  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  to  which  was  referred  the  Gk)vemor*s 
message  of  the  18th  instant,  with  the  accompanying 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  ask  leave  to  report  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  Chairman. 

CoMMTPTEE  Room,  20th  May,  1842. 

Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of 

this  State. 

Whereas  the  preceding  Legislatures  of  this  State, 
in  conformity  with  the  well-settled  conviction  of  all 
the  people  thereof,  and  with  incontrovertible  evi- 
dence before  them  on  the  subject,  have  uniformly 
declared  that  the  boundary  of  Maine,  on  its  North- 
ern and  Northeastern  frontiers,  as  designated  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  can  be  laid  down  and  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  treaty;  and  that^uch  line 
embraces  all  the  territory  over  which  this  State 
claims  property,  sovereignty,  and  jurisdiction;  and 
ihc Executive  and  Congress  of  the  United  States 
having  recognised  the  validity  of  that  claim  in  its 
full  extent,  this  Legislature  renews  such  declara- 
tions in  the  most  solemn  mannei*:  and 

Whereas,  for  a  series  of  years,  every  attempt  to 
adjust  the  vexed  question  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  said  boundary  having  proved  ineffectual, 
it  has  been  represented  to  the  Government  ol  this 
State  that  ihe  minister  pleninoieniiary  and  special 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  at  Washington,  has  offi- 
cially announced  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  that  he  has  authority  to  treat  for  a  conven- 
tional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  with  such  considerations  and  equiv- 
alents, as  may  b6  thought  just  and  equitable;  and 
that  he  is  ready  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  such 
conventional  line  as  soon  as  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  shall  say  that  it  is  authorized  and 
ready,  on  its  part,  to  commence  such  negotiation: 

and 

Whereas  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
not  possessing  the  consiitptional  power  to  conclude 
any  such  negotiation  without  the  assent  of  Maine, 
has  invited  the  Government  of  this  State  to  co- 
operate to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  a  certain  fo  m, 
in  an  endeavor  to  terminate  a  controversy,  of  so 
long  duration: 

Now,  considering  the  premises,  and  believing 
that  tbe  people  of  this  State,  after  having  already 
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manifested  a  forbearance  honorable  to  their  charac- 
ter, under  long-continued  violations  of  their  rights 
by  a  foreign  nation;  and,  though  not  disposed  to 
yield  to  unfounded  pretensions,  are  still  willing,  in 
regard  to  the  propasal  now  made  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  gTve  additional  evidence  to  their  fellow- 
ciliz'^ns,  throughout  the  United  States,  of  their  de- 
sire to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  Union,  by  taking 
measures  to  discuss  and  conclude,  if  possible,  the 
subject  in  controversy  in  a  manner  that  will  secure 
the  honor  and  interests  of  th6  State,  this  Legisla- 
ture adopts  the  following  resolutions — with  the  un- 
derstanding, however,  that  in  the  event  of  a  failure 
in  such  endeavor  towards  an  arrangement,  no 
proceedings  thereunder  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the  State 
as  they  have  been  herein  asserted  to  exist: 

Resolved^  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  ballot, 
in  convention  of  both  branches  of  the  Le^lature, 
four  persons,  who  are  hereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed commissioners,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to 
repair  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  that 
Government  touching  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
bv  agreement,  between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the 
British  provinces,  having  regard  to  the  line  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty  of  1783.  as  uniformly  claimed 
by  this  State,  and  to  the  declarations  and  views 
expressed  in  the  foregoing  preamble,  and  to  give 
the  assent  of  this  State  to  any  such  conventional 
line,  with  such  terms,  conditions,  considerations, 
and  equivalents,  as  they  shall  deem  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  State;  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  no  such  line  be  agreed  upon  with- 
out the  unanimous  assent  of  such  commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  this  State  cannot  regard  the  ra- 
linquishment  by  the  British  Government  of  any 
claim  heretofore  advanced  by  it  to  territory  in- 
cluded within  the  limits  of  the  line  of  this  State  as 
designated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  uniformly 
claimed  by  Maine,  as  a  consideration  or  equivalent 
within  the-meanin?  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Governor  with  evidence  of  their  ap- 
pointment, under  the  seal  of  the  State: 

itksolved.  That  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  said  commis- 
sion, by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  make  re- 
turn of  their  doings  herein  to  the  Governor,  to  be 
by  him  presented  to  the  Legisl^ure  at  its  next 
session. 

In  TBE  House  of  REpRESRNTATrvss, 

May  36, 1843. 
Read  and  passed: 

-  CHARLES  ANDREWS,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  May  26,  1842. 
Read  and  passed: 

8.  H.  BLAKE,  President. 
May  26, 1842. 

Approved:  JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

State  oe  Maine. 

SfieaETART's  Oppice,  AnotJsTA, 

May  26, 1842. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  on|:inal  preamble  and  resolutions  deposited 
in  this  omce. 
Attest:  PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 

The  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Fuller's  Hotel,  Washington, 

June  12, 1842. 

The  commissioners  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of 
ihe  Northeastern  boundary,  present  their  respectful 
compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Webster,  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  beg  leave  to 
inform  him  that  they  are  now  in  this  city,  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  business  intrusted  to  them.  They 
also  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  request  hi  in 
to  name  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  it 
would  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  receive  them. 

Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  Commissioners. 

Phestdent's  Square,  June  12, 1842. 

Mr.  Webster  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 

receipt  of  the  note  of  the  commissioners  of  Maine, 

announcing  their  arrival,  and  their  readiness  to 

enter  on  the  business  of  their  appointment.    ^ 

Mis  W.  will  havf  great  pleasuft  in  Mcc?ving 
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the  commissioners  at  the  Department  of  State,  on 
Monday,  at  1  o'clock. 

Commissioners  of  Massachusetts  to  Mr.  Webster, 

Washinoton,  Jane  13, 1842. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed 
\t7  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  confer  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  upon  a  conven- 
tional line  to  Jt>e  established  on  our  Northeastern 
boundary,  are  ready  lo  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
their  commission  whenever  the  Secretary  may  sig- 
nify his  wish  to  meet  them.  Our  colleague  (Mr. 
Alien)  will  probably  be  here  to-morrow. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest 
respect,  your  obedient  servants. 

^  ABBOTT  LAWRENCE, 

JOHN  MILLS. 

Hon.  Danibl  Webster,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Waster  to  the  Commissioners  of  Massachusetts. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  13, 1842. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  communication  addresi>ed  to  him 
this  day  t^  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Mills,  commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
He  will  be  happy  to  see  these  gentlemen  at  this 
department  at  |  past  1  o'clock,  p.  m.,  to-day. 
^^  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Messrs.  Xmwrcncb  and  Mills, 

CommissioTiers  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Massachusetts. 

The  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Waster. 
Washington,  June  29, 1842. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  commissioners  of  Maine, 
have  given  to  the  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton,  ad- 
dre^edto  you,  under  date  of  the  21st  instant,  and 
by  yon  communicated  to  them,  all  the  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  subiect  of  which  it 
trettSj  the  views  it  expresses,  and  the  proposition  it 
submits  to  yoQ,  demand. 

There  are  passages  in  his  Lordship's  communi- 
cation, the  exact  extent  of  the  meaning  of  which 
the  imdersigned  are  not  quite  sure  that  they  fully 
understand. 

In  speaking  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  John,  in  the  Madawaska  settlement,  he 
says:  "  I  cannot,  in  anv  case,  abandon  the  obvious 
interest  of  these  people."  Again,  in  speaking  of 
the  proposition  suomiued  by  nim,  he  remarks:  "  I 
have  not  treated  the  subject  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
a  bargain,  where  the  party  making  the  proposal 
leaves  himself  something  to  give  up.  The  case 
would  not  admit  of  this,  even  if  I  could  bring  my- 
self so  to  act." 

If  his  Lordship's  meaning  is,  that  the  proposed 
boundary,  by  agreement  or  conventional  line,  be- 
tween the  State  of  Maine  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  must,  at  all  events,  be  established  on 
the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  extending  from  the 
due-north  line  to  Fish  river,  and  at  a  distance  back 
from  the  river,  so  as  to  include  the  Madawaska 
settlement,  and  that  the  adoption  of  suoh  a  line  is  a 
sine  qua  non  on  the  part  of  tne  British  Government, 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
feel  iL  their  duty  as  distinctly  to  say  that  any  at- 
tempt at  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  controversy 
respecting  the  Northeastern  boundary  on  that 
basi9,  wim  the  consent  of  Maine,  would  be  en- 
tirely fruitless. 

Tne  people  of  Maine  have  a  deep  settled  con- 
viction and  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
their  claim,  to  its  utmost  extent;  yet,  being  ap- 
pealed to  as  a  constituent  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union,  and  called  upon,  as  such ,  to  yield 
something  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  to  listen,  in  a  spirit  of  peace,  of 
accommodation,  and  good  neighborhood,  to  prop- 
ositions for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  exist- 
ing controversy,  they  have  cheerfully  and  prompt- 
ly responded  to  the  appeal.  HeV  Governor  and 
Legislature,  in  good  faith,  immediately  adopted 
the  measures  necessary  on  her  pan,  with  a  view 
to  relinquish  to  Great  Britain  such  portion  of  ter- 
ritory and  jurisdiction  as  might  be  needed  by  her 
for  her  accommodation,  on  such  terms  and  for 
such  equivalents  as  might  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
Beyond  this,  nothing  more  was  supposed  to  be  ex- 

Stcted  or  desired.  During  the  negotiations  at 
hent,  the  British  commissioners,  in  a  commu- 
nication to  the  American  commissioners,  dated 
October  8,  1814,  distinctljr  avow  that  the  British 
Government  never  required  all  that  portion  of 
Massachusetts  intervening  between  the  province  of 


New  Brunswick  and  Glnebec  should  be  ceded  lo 
Great  Britain,  but  only^  that  sviall  portion  of  un- 
settled country  which  intercepts  the  communica- 
tion between  Halifax  and  Cluebec.  So  his  Lord- 
ship, in  his  communication,  admits  that  the  rea- 
sons which  have,  induced  the  British  Government 
to  maintain  their  Tights  ("claim")  in  this  contro- 
versy are,  *'  the  establishing  a  good  boundary  be- 
tween our  two  countries  so  as  to  prevent  collisions 
and  dispute,  and  an  unobstructed  communication 
and  connexion  of  our  colonies  with  each  other." 
Again:  looking,  as  he  says,  on  the  map,  for  such  a 
boundary,  "  with  reference  lo  the  sole  object  of 
Great  Britain  as  already  described,  the  line  of  the 
Si.  John,  from  w  here  the  north  line  from  the  St. 
Croix  strikes  it,  up  to  some  one  of  its  sources, 
8e6ms  evidently  to  suit  both  parties,"  &c.  Indeed, 
the  portion  of  territory  whicn  Great  Britain  needs 
for  ner  accommodation  4s  so  perfectly  obvious, 
that  no  material  difierence  of  opinion,  it  is  believ- 
ed, has  ever  been  exprefy»ed  on  the  subject.  It  is 
that  portion  which  lie^  north  of  the  St.  John  and 
east  of  the  Madawaska  rivers,  with  a  strip  of  con- 
venient width  on  the  west  side  of  the  latter  river, 
and  of  the  lake  from  which  it  issues. 

Sent  here,  then,  under  this  state  of  things,  and 
with  these  views,  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in 
a  spirit  of  peace  and  conciliation,  her  commis- 
sioners were  surprised  and  pained  to  be  repelled 
as  it  were,  in  the  outset,  by  such  a  proposition  as 
his  Lordship  has  submitted  to  you.  On  carefully 
analyzing  it,  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  addition  to  all 
ibc  territory  needed  by  Great  Britain  fof  her  ac- 
commodation, as  stated  and  admitted  by  her  own 
authorities  and  agents,  it  requires  that  Maine 
should  further  yield  a  valuable  territory,  of  more 
than  fifly  miles  in  extent,  lying  along  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  John,  extending  from  the  due-north 
line  westerly  to  Fish  river,  a«d  so  back  from  the 
river  St.  John,  as  it  is  understood,  to  the  Eagle 
lakes, and  probably  to  the  Liule  Madawaska  and 
Aroostook.  Speaking  of  this  branch  oi  the  prop- 
osition, his  Lordship  treats  it  merely  as  "depart- 
ing to  thiF  inconsiderable  extent  from  the  marked 
line  of  the  river  St.  John."  His  Lordship  does 
not  state  how  much  further  up  the  river  he  con- 
templates going.  His  language  implies  that  the 
distance  to  Fish  river,  although  over  fifty  miles, 
is  only  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  whole  extent 
contemplated.  This  part  of  the  proposition,  then, 
would  seem  to  imply  a  relinquishment  also,  on 
thepart  of  Maine,  of  a  large  portion  of  her  terri- 
tory north  of  the  St.  John  and  west  of  the  Mada- 
waska rivers.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  due 
to  the  Governor,  and  Legislature,  and  people  of 
Maine,  to  say  that  they  nad  not  e-xpected  such  a 
proposition.  If  they  had,  nothing  is  hazarded  in 
saying  no  commissioners  would  have  b^en  sent 
here  to  receive  and  consider  it.  And,  in  this  state 
of  things,  it  becomes  a  bounden  duty,  on  the  part 
of  the  undersigned,  to  say  to  you,  that  if  the 
yielding  and  relinquishing,  on  the  part  of  the 
Slate  of  Maine,  of  any  portion  of  territory,  how- 
ever small,  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  be 
with  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  a  siju 
qua  non  to  an  amicable  settlement  o(  the  boundary 
of  Maine,  the  mission  ol  tlte  commissioners  of 
Maine  is  ended.  Th«»y  came  not  to  throw  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  to  the  successful  accomplishment  of 
the  great  work  you  have  on  hand — that  of  consoli- 
dating an  honorable  peace  between  two  great  na- 
tion^; but,  on  the  contrary,  they  came  prepared  to 
yield  much,  to  sacrifice  much,  on  tne  part  of 
Maine,  to  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  interest 
of  her  sister  States.  If  the  hopes  of  the  people  of 
Maine  and  of  t|ie  United  Slates  are  to  be  disap- 
pointed, it  is  believed  the  fault  lies  not  at  ibe  door 
of  the  Governor  or  Legislature  of  Maine,  or  of 
her  commissioners. 

At  the  dale  of  the  earliest  maps  of  that  country, 
the  river  now  called  xhk  Madawaska  had  not  ac- 
quired a  distinctive  name;  and  consequently  the 
source  of  that  river  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
sources,  if  not  the  principal  source,  of  the  St. 
John.  On  looking  at  the  map,  it  will  at  once  be 
seen  that  the  general  course  of  the  Si.  John  and 
Madawaska,  from  the  mouth  of  the  former  to  the 
source  of  the  latter,  are  one  and  the  same.  As 
connected  with  this  fact,  we  find  that  at  least 
five  different  maps,  published  in  London  in  the 
years  1765,  1769,  1771,  1774,  and  1775,  place  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  on  the  highlands  at 
the  source  ofthat  branch  of  the  St.  John,  then  with- 
out distinctive  appellation,  but  now  known  a  |  the 
Madawaska. 


One  of  rhe-efive  is  specially  quoted  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  Congress  of  the  I6ih  August, 
17^,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  controversy.  In 
no  map  of  a  date  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  It  is 
believed,  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
placed  on  the  highlands  at  the  source  of  any  branch 
whatever  cf  the  St.  John,  but  the  Madawaska. 
Hence  the  proposition  of  the  American  commis- 
sioners, in  1782,  in  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to  begin  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  highlands 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  John.  Respect  for  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783,  would  induce  the  undersigned  to  renew 
the  proposition,  so  far  as  regards  adopting  the  Mad- 
awaska as  a  boundary,  were  it  not  that,  being  pre- 
pared lo  yield  all  that  is  needed  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  Great  Britain,  they  are  aware  that  a  strip 
on  the  west  side  of  that  river  is  necessary  to  that 
object.  The  particular  map  quoted  in  the  report 
above  mentioned  is  that  of  Emanuel  Bowen,  geog- 
rapher to  the  King,  published  in  1775,  in  which  the 
Penobscot,  and  a  line  drawn  from  one  of  its  sources, 
crossing  the  St.  John,  to  the  source  of  that  branch 
now  called  the  Madawaska,  are  distinctly  laid 
down  as  the  western  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia. 
So  in  all  the  maps  which  place  the  northwest  angle 
^  of  Nova  Scotia  on  the  highlands  at  the  source  ol 
'  the  St.  John,  those  highlands  and  that  source  are 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Walloostook,  which  is  now 
known  to  be  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John. 
The  inference  or  as^umption,  then,  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  of  peace  that  any  portion  of  the  valley  or 
waters  oi  the  St.  John  should  be  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  because  the  Ameri- 
can negotiators  of  that  treaty  proposed  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  highlands  at 
the  source  of  the  St.  John,  as  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, in  establishing  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  is,  it  is  believed,  wholly  unwarranted.  The 
fact,  on  the  contrary,  as  it  seems  to  the^undersigned, 
disproves  any  such  intention  or  supposition  on  the 
part  of  the  American  commissioners. 

The  British  commissaries,  Messrs.  Mildmay 
and  De  Cosne,  in  their  reply  of  the  23d  oi  January, 
1753,  to  the  French  commissaries,  say:  **We  have 
sufficiently  proved,  first,  that  Acadia  (Nova  Scotia^ 
has  had  an  mland  limit  from  the  earliest  times;  and, 
secondly,  that  that  limit  has  ever  been  the  river 
St.  Lawrence."  At  that  time,  then,  the  British 
Government  contended  that  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  formed  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
as  one  line,  and  a  line  drawn  north  from  the  St. 
Croix  to  the  St.  Liwrence  as  the  other;  and  this  is 
in  conformity  with  the  position  assigned  to*it  on 
Mitchell's  map  and  some  others.  By  the  grant  to 
Sir  William  Alexander,  thenorthwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  was  also  placed  at  the  river  St  Lawrence, 
although  its  precise  locality  on  that  river  is  not  de- 
termined by  the  language  of  the  grant. 

The  French  commissaries,  on  their  part,  con- 
tended that  the  limits  of  Canada  extended  on  the 
south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  territory  watered  by  the  rivers  that  emptied 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  "Les  paj's 
dont  les  eaux  vontse  rendre  dans  le  fleuve  Si.  Lau- 
rent." The  commissions  granted  to  the  Governors 
of  Canada,  and  all  the  public  documents  is.sued  by 
the  authority  of  the  French  Government,  fully  sus- 
tain their  position.  There  is  no  gromici,say  they, 
for  entertaining  a  doubt  that  all  the  commissions 

framed  by  the  King,  for  the  government  of  Cana- 
a,  were  conceived  in  the  same  terms.  In  the 
splendid  Universal  Atlas,  published  at  Paris  by  De 
vaugondy  &  Son.  in  175/,  there  is  n  map  dated 
1755,  and  referrea  to  expressly  by  the  author,  who 
was  geographer  to  the  King,  as  illustrating  the  dis- 
pute bei  ween  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries  of  their  respective  territories. 
On  this  map,  the  dividing  ridge,  or  highlands,  is 
placed  where  the  United  States  have  ever  contended 
It  is  only  to  be  found;  and  what  is  deserving  of 
notice  is,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  there  placed  on  those  highlands,  at  the  head  of 
the  lake  inere  called  Metaousfa;  the  line  separating 
Nova  Scotia  from  New  England  being  drawn 
through  the  centre  of  that  lake,  to  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix.  The  disputes  above  referred  to  hav- 
ing led  t(ta  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
France  finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  in  February, 
1763,  Canada,  and  abandoned  all  claim  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  whole  territory  in  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  powers.  On  the  7th  of  October 
1763,  hU  Britannic  Majesty  issued  his  proclamation' 
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defining  the  southern  boandary  of  Canada,  or  the 
proTince  of  Gluebec,  arid  establishing  it  where  the 
Piench  had  aJweys  contended  it  was.  Immediate- 
\j  aficnrard,  he  also  defined  and  established  the 
vesteni  limit  of  Nova  Scoiia;  alleging,  by  way  of 
jastificatioD  of  certain  pretensions  which  had  been 
pot  forward  in  optiosiiion  to  Massachusetts,  in 
ngSLTd  to  the  Peuohscot  as  a  boandary,  that,  al- 
ihoogh  he  might  have  removed  the  )ine  as  far 
west  as  the  Penobscot,  yei  he  would  limit  hlm*;elf 
at  the  St.  Croix.  Accordingly,  the  western  boun- 
diry  of  Nova  Scotia  was,  in  November,  1763,  de- 
fined and  established  as  follows:  "By  a  line,"  Ac, 
'across  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  ^o  the 
moQth  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  by  the  said  river  to 
its  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
iheoce  to  the  southern  boundary  of  our  province 
of  Qocbec."  The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia was,  by  these  two  documents,  established  in 
November,  1763,  and  defined  to  be  the  angle 
formed  by  the  line  last  described,  and  the  line 
which  "passes  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
sea,  and  also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  Bay  des 
Chaleors."  We  now  see  wherefore  it  was  that  the 
distinguished  men  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of 
peace  were  so  particular  in  describing  the  precise 
position,  and  giving  so  exact  a  definition  of  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  mentioned  In  the 
treaty.  They  distinctly  and  explicitly  state  that  mo> 
tive  to  be,  that  "all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  iu- 
tare,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  prevented."  Their  starting  bound, 
or  point  of  departure,  is  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Here  the  question  presents  itself— 
what  northwest  anglel  They  describe  it,  not  that 
northwest  anele  which  in  several  maps  is  laid 
down  on  the  higblands,  at  the  Madawaska  source 
of  the  St.  John;  not  that  nortlTwest  angle  on  the 
soathem  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  laid 
down  on  MitchelFs  map,  and  so  strenuonsly  con^ 
tended  for  by  the  British  Government  and  British 
commissaries  in  their  dispute  with  France;  not 
that  northwest  angle  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
described  in  the  charter  or  grant  by  King  James 
to  Sir  William  Alexander,  but  the  northwest  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia,  defined  and  established  in 
November,  1763,  "to  wit:  that  angle  which  is 
formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source 
of  St.  Croix  river,  to  the  highlands,"  &c.;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  there  might  be  no  ground  for  reviving 
the  old  pretension  in  regard  to  the  Penolrcot,  or 
any  other  western  river,  being  intended  as  the  St; 
Croix,  the  river  St.  Croix  intended  in  the  treaty  is 
declared  to  have  its  rpouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 
Nor  is  there  any  pretence  of  any  doubt  or  question 
liaving  been  raised,  until  long  after  the  treaty  of 
peace,  as  to  what  highlands  were  intended  in  the 

Eroclaroation  of  1763  as  constituting  the  southern 
aondary  ofCluebec.  So  far  from  it,  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  in  1774,  passed  the  Gluebec  act, 
which  was  one  of  the  grievances  complained  of 
by  the  colonies,  and  which  confirmed  the  bounda- 
ries, so  far  as  the  matter  under  consideration  is 
concerned,  defined  and  established  by  that  procla- 
mation. Of  these  two  public  acts,  the  American 
commissioners  were  not  ignorant  nor  misinformed. 
They  are  both  expressly  referred  to  and  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  August  16,  1782,  already 
mentioned.  To  find  these  highlandfs,  the  statesman 
and  jurist,  who  has  no  other  object  in  view  than 
to  expound  the  treaty  according  to  its  terms  and 
provisions,  uninfluenced  by  any  secret  bias  or  pre- 
conceived theory,  will,  it  is  believed,  begin,  not  at 
the  mouth  or  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  but  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  at  a  point  north 
of  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix;  and,  following 
the  due-north  line  (so  called)  southward,  he  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  discovering  the  line  of  the 
"Verumis"  from  which  issue  the  rivers  that  einpty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
whole  and  exclusive  object  and  intent  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  1763,  so  far  as  relates  to  this  matter  of 
boundary  in  that  section  of  country,  was  not  in  any 
way  to  affect  or  alter  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory  lying  south  of  that  line  of  "  VersanlSf^* 
but  only  to  cut  on  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Massa- 
chusetts that  portion  of  territory  which  was  wa- 
tered by  the  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Accordingly,  the  due 
north  line  or  boundary  between  Nova  Scotia  and 
Massaehoselts  is  described  as  extending  "from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
OBT  proriiicc  of  Ctaebec." 


The  commissioners  of  Maine  do  not  consider 
themselves  as  sent  here  to  argue  the  question  of 
right  in  regard  to  the  conflicting  claims  lo  the  dis- 
puted territory,  nor  to  listen  to  an  argument  in  op- 
position to  the  claim  of  Maine.  Their  mission 
contemplated  a  far  diflTerent  and  more  conciliatory 
object.  They  have,  however,  fell  themselves  com- 
pelled, in  justice  to  Maine,  to  reply  to  two  positions 
assumed  by  Lord  A.'xhbuiion — ihe  soundness  of 
which,  with  great  deference  and  respeql  for  his  Lord- 
ship, they  cannot  admit:  First.  That  "it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  parlies  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783 
lo  leave  to  Great  Britain,  by  their  description  of 
boundaries,  the  whole  waters  of  the  river  St.  John." 
Secondly.  "That  the  ireaiy  of  1783  was  not  execu- 
table according  to  ius  strict  expression.  His  Lord- 
ship also  speaKs  of  "a  volume  of  additional  con- 
troversial matter,  which  he  has  not  communicated, 
but  which  he  has  brought  with  him,  and  much  of 
which  would  be  of  no  inconsiderable  weight  and  im- 
portance, if  controversy  were  our  object."  Among 
the  matter  referred  to  in  that  volume,  the  under- 
signed believe  they  have  reason  lo  conjeclure,  will 
be  found  a  map  entitled  "North  America,  with  the 
New  Discoveries,"  by  William  Faden,  geographer 
to  the  King,  published  in  the  year  1785.  That 
map — a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  the  under- 
signed, communicated  by  you — extends  the  British 
possessions  so  as  to  include  the  waters  of  the  St. 
John,  and  dispenses  with  the  due-north  line  of  the 
treaty  altogether.  The  map  referred  to  is  a  small 
one,  of  small  pretensions.  It  is,  however,  some- 
what remarkable,  that  the  same  William  Faden 
published,  in  1783^  a  map,  prepared  with  great  care, 
entitled  "  The  United  States  of  North  America, 
with  the  British  and  Spanish  territories,  according 
to  the  treaty,"  in  which  he  lays  down  the  boundary 
of  Cluebec  according  \o  the  act  of  1774,  and  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States  in  precise  accord- 
ance with  the  Americitn  claim.  He  was  not  at 
that  time  geographer  to  the  King.  It  is  well  known 
that  difficulties,  very  soon  after  the  treaty  of  peace, 
began  to  spring  up  between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britain,  which  becaitie  more  and  more  ex- 
asperated, until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  nego- 
tiated by  Mr.  Jay.  During  that  period,  the  bound- 
ary of  the  United  States  became  more  restricted  on 
more  British  maps  than  the  one  published  by  Mr. 
Faden.  How  far  the  new  light  let  in  upon  him 
by  the  feeling  of  the  times  and  his  new  position 
enlightened  the  mind  of  Mr.  Faden  in  making  his 
new  discoveries,  it  is  neither  our  duty  nor  our  dis- 
position to  discuss.  Mr.  Faden  and  others  were 
only  imitating,  in  this  particular,  what  had  been 
done  some  thirty  years  before,  during  the  contro- 
versy between  France  and  Great  Britain;  and  again 
in  the  subsequent  one  between  the  Crown  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, when  the  officers  of  the  Crown  were 
endeavoring  to  reclaim  the  territory  ea.st  of  the 
Penobscot. 

As  they  have  been  assured  that  Lord  Ashburton 
is  restrained  by  his  instructions  from  yielding  the 
island  of  Grand  Manan,  or  any  of  the  islands  in 
Passamaquoddy  bay,  or  even  any  portion  of  the 
narrow  sirip  of  territory  which  lies  between  the 
due-north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  ^ohn  river,  above  Eel  river,  so  called,  as  afi 
equivalent  for  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed 
by  Maine  as  within  her  boundaries,  her  commis- 
sioners, on  their  part,  feel  themselves  constrained 
to  say  that  the  portion  of  territory  within  the  limits 
of  Maine,  as  claimed  by  her,  which  they  are  pre- 
pared, in  a  spirit  of  peace  and  good  neighborhood, 
to  yield  lor  the  accommodation  of  Great  Britain, 
most  be  restrained  p.nd  noiifiiKd  (j  i.;'oh  portion 
only,  and  in  such  reasonable  extent,  as  is  necessary 
to  secure  to  Qreat  Britain  "an  unobstrucied  com- 
munication and  connexion  of  her  colonies  with 
each  other."  It  appears,  by  his  communication  to 
you,  that  his  Lordship  proposes  to  yield  the  dis- 
puted territory  claimed  by  New  Hampshire,  at  the 
source  of  the  Connecticut  river;  the  strip  of  dis- 
puted territory  at  the  head  of  Vermont,  in  the  pos- 
session of  that  State,  north  of  the  forty  fifth  parallel 
of  latitude;  and  the  strip  of  disputed  territory,  em- 
bracing Rouse's  point,  on  Lake  Champlain,  north 
of  ihe  same  parallel,  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  notwithstanding  these  have  been 
decided  by  the  arbiter  to  belong  of  right  to  Great 
Britain. 

Now,  the  undersigned  are  fully  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  having  all  these  difficulties  in  regard 
10  boundaries  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  it  is 
highly  desirable  to  the  United  States  to  have  them 
so  adjusted,  and  to  the  particular  States  inter- 


ested  to  be  confirmed  and  quieted  in  their  respect- 
ive limits  and  possessions.  But  it  cannot  have 
escaped  your  attention,  that  ^11  this  is  proposed 
to  be  done  partly  at  the  expense  of  Massachusetts, 
but  principally  at  the  expense  of  Maine.  The 
only  thing  in  the  nature,  of  an  equivalent  offered 
to  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  relates  to  a  conces- 
sion, by  Great  Britain,  of  the  right  of  transporting 
the  produce  of  the  forest  without  duty  down  the  Si. 
John.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to 
depreciate  or  underrate  the  value  of  such  a  conces- 
sion; but  it  is  contended  that  it  is  a  privilege  as  de- 
sirable to  New  Brunswick  as  it  is  to  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  It  is  to  the  territory  of  Maine, 
watered  by  the  St.  John  and  its  tributary  streams, 
that  the  city  of  St.  John's  must  look  for  the  principal 
material  to  maintain  her  external  commerce— for 
her  means  to  pay  for  the  supplies  she  receives  from 
the  mother  country.  The  unobstructed  navigation 
of  the  St.  John,  for  the  transportation  of  the  products 
of  the  forest,  free  of  toll  or  duty  of  any  kind  whatever, 
would  be  a  concession  mutually  advantageous  to 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  on  the  one  part,  and  to 
Great  Britain  and  New  Brunswick  on  the  other; 
but,  being  mutually  advantageous,  it  ought  not,  per- 
haps, lo  be  treated  exactly  In  the  character  of  an 
equivalent  Yielding,  however,  to  the  foree  of  the 
considerations  which  nave  been  referred  to— consid- 
erations which  affect  materially  the  interests  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  as  members  of  the  Union 
— and  assuming  it  for  granted,  and  as  a  condition^ 
that  the  United  Slates  themselves  will  furnish  to  the 
two  States  such  an  equivalent  as,  in  justice  and 
equity,  they  ought  to  do,  the  undersigned,  with  the 
assent  and  concurrence  of  the  commissioners  of 
Massachusetts,  propose  the  followibgas  a  conven- 
tional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  State  of  Maine  on  the  one  part, 
and  Great  Britain  and  the  territories  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  on  the  other  part,  viz:  Beginning  at  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  St.  John, 
where  the  due-north  line  from  the  source  of  the  ' 
river  St.  Croix  crosses  the  St.  John;  thence  west- 
erly, by  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  St. 
John,  to  a  point  three  miles  westerly  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Madawaska;  thence,  by  a  straight  line, 
to  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake;  thence  westerly,  by  a  di- 
rect line,  to  the  point  where  the  river  St.  Francis 
empties  itself  into  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence, 
continuing  in  the  same  direct  line,  to  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  waters  emptying  themselves  into 
the  river  Du  Loup  from  those  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Francis. 

In  proposing  this  line,  the  following  reasons  have 
presentea  themselves  to  the  undersigned  for  adopt- 
mg  it  as  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement, 
in  preferenc  e  to  any  other: 

1st.  It  yields  to  Great  Britain  all  she  needs  to  se- 
cure to  her  "an  unobstructed  communicatioii  and 
connexion  of  her  colonies  with  each  other;"  and, 
connected  with  the  unobstructed  and  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John,  seems  to  meet  the  legitimate 
wants  of  all  parties. 

2d.  The  most  natural  boundary  from  the  due, 
north  line  to  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  would  be 
the  St.  John  and  the  Madawaska  to  ius  source,  as 
first  proposed  by  the  American  commissioners  who 
negotiated  the  peace  of  1783.  But  as  that  boundary, 
taken  in  its  whole  extent,  would  cut  off  the  commu- 
nication between  the  British  colonies  at  the  Grand 
portage,  the  line  here  proposed  removes  that  diffi- 
culty. At  or  near  the  point  where  the  proposed 
line  leaves  the  St.  John,  which,  from  the  due-north 
line  from  the  St.  Croix,  pursues  a  northwesterly 
course  upward,  the  river  suddenly  turns,  and  trends 
for  a  distance  of  about  five  miles  nearly  south,  and 
thence  for  its  whole  course  upward  to  its  source 
trends  southerly  of  west.  To  pursue  the  line  of  the 
St.  John  further  west  than  the  point  indicated,  which 
is  about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Mada- 
waska, would  be  to  adopt  an  anplar  line  project- 
ing itself  into  the  American  territory.  The  outlet 
of  Long  Lake  is  proposed  as  a  natural  and  perma- 
nent bound,  which  cannot  be  mistaken;  and  for  the 
same  reason,  the  inlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  is 
also  proposed;  and  the  line  being  continued  to  the 
higmanis,  removes  all  possible  ground  of  misap- 
prehension and  controversy. 

3d.  As  Great  Britain  has  restrained  her  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  granting  any  territorial  e(|uiv- 
alent,  to  be  incorporated  into  the  territorial  limits  of 
Maine,  any  furtner  concession  of  territory  on  the 
part  of  Maine  could  hardly,  it  is  apprehended,  be 
exnectcd  from  her. 

In  making  the  proposition  above  submitted  on 
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their  pan,  in  connexion  with  a  concession  on  the 
part  of  Qreat  Britain  c^  the  unobstructed  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John,  and  all  its  branches  and  tribu- 
tafits  which,  in  any  part,  flow  from  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  transportation  of  the  lum- 
ber and  products  of  the  forest,  free  of  toll  or  duty, 
the  undersigned  had  supposed  it  quite  possible  that 
they  had  misapprehended  the  meaning  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  expression  of  Lord  Ashburton, 
where  he  speaks  of  "some  one  of  the  sources  of  the 
St.  John."  But  they  have  now  just  learned  (infor- 
mally) that  the  expression  was  used  by  him  advi- 
sedly, meaning:  thereby  some  one  of  the  sources  of 
that  river  situated  in  the'  vicinity  of  the  sources  of 
the  Penobscot  and  Chaudiere.  His  proposition, 
therefore,  extends  to  a  yielding,  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  of  the  whole  teriHiory  on  the  north  side  of 
the  St.  John,  from  the  due-north  line  to  its  source; 
and  this,  too,  without  any  territorial  equivalent  to 
Maine.  With  this  explanation,  the  language  of 
Lord  Ashburton  in  calhng  the  southern  border  of 
the  St.  John,  from  the  due-north  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Fish  river,  an  "inconsiderable  extent,"  is  more 
readily  understood.  To  this  part  of  the  proposition 
there  is  only  one  reply.  Whatever  may  be  the  so- 
licitude of  the  undersized  that  the  difficulties  which 
have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  boundaries  of  Maine 
may  be  amicably  and  definitively  arranged,  the 
proposition,  as  now  explained  and  understood,  can- . 
not  be  acceded  to. 

In  making  the  offer  they  have  submitted,  the  un- 
dersigned are  sensible  their  proposition  involves  a 
sacrifice  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  just 
claims  and  expectations  of  Maine.  It  is  made  in 
the  spirit  of  peace— of  conciliation.  It  is  made  to 
satisfy  her  sister  States  that  Maine  is  not  pertina* 
cious  or  unreasonable,  hot  is  desirous  of  peace, 
and  rea4y  to  make  large  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good. 

Before  closing  this  communication,  the  under- 
signed feel  it  their  duty,  by  way  of  explanation  to  state 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  French  settlers  at  Mad- 
awaska.  In  any  treaty  which  may  be  made  with 
Great  Britain,  affecting  these  people,  the  grants 
which  have  been  made  to  them  by  New  Brunswick 
may  and  ou^ht  to  be  confirmed  in  fee  simple,  with 
such  provision  in  regard  to  the  possessory  rights  ac- 
quired by  other  actual  settlers  there,  as  may  be  just 
and  equitable;  and,  also,  the  right  *may  be  reserved 
to  the  settlers  on  both  banks  of  the  river  to  elect, 
within  some  reasonable  period,  and  determine  of 
which  Grovemment  the  individuals  signifying  their 
election  will  remain,  or  become  citizens  or  subjects. 
If,  then,  they  should  have  any  preference,  they  will 
have  it  in  their  power,  on  mature  consideration  and 
refleaion,  to  decide  for  themselves,  and  act  accord- 
ingly. The  hard  lot  and  sufferings  of  these  people, 
and  of  their  fathers,  give  them  a  claim  to  our  sympa- 
thies. The  atrocious  cruelties  practised  upon  their 
ancestors  are  matters  of  history:  the  appalling  de- 
tails of  them  are  among  their  traditions.  The  fathers 
and  the  mothers  have  taught  them  to  their  children. 
When  fleeing  from  their  oppiessorsj-in  ITJBS,  they 
settled  down  tn  the  wilderness,  at  Madaw^ska;  they 
believed  and  understood  themselves  to  be  within  the 
limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States — a  peo- 
ple of  whom  France  had  been  the  friend  and  ally  in 
the  war  which  had  just  terminated  in  their  indepen- 
dence, and  who  was  still  the  friend  and  ally  of  France 
in  peace.  Their  history  since  that  period  had  lost 
little  of  its  interest.  Too  few  in  number,  too  weak 
in  resources,  too  remote  to  expect  or  receive  aid, 
they  have  submitted  to  whatever  master  assumed 
authority  over  them.  With  a  knowledge  of  their 
history,  and  the  wrongs  they  and  their  ancei'tors 
have  suffered,  it  will  be  difficult  lor  the  people  of 
Maine  to  bring  themselves  into  the  beliet  that 
these  people  are  opposed  to  living  under  the  mild 
and  gentle  sway  of  our  free  institutions.  It  will  be 
equally  difficult  for  the  people  of  Maine  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  it  is  only  from  a  lively  and  disin- 
terested sympathy  for  these  poor  Frenchmen,  that 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  so  solicitous  to 
retain  possession  of  the  south  bank  of  the  St.  John, 
extending  fVotn  the  due-north  line,  more  than  fiAy 
miles,  up  to  Fish  river.  On  the  best  consideration 
they  have  been  able  to  give  to  this  subject,  the  un- 
dersigned can  see  nothing  in  the  condition  or  cir- 
cumstances of  these  settlers  which  would  justify 
them  in  abandoning  the  very  obvious  and  only 
natural  boundary,  to  adopt  one  that  must  be  alto- 
gether arbitrary. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  occa- 
sion to  tender  taMr,  Waster,  Saeretaiy  of  State, 


assurances  of  their  distinguished  consideration  and 
respect. 

WM.  P.  PREBLE, 
EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webs  per. 

Secretary  of  SUUe, 

FCONPIDENTIAL.] 

Mr.  Webster  to  the  Commissiojiers  oj  Maine  and 

Massachusetts. 

Depabtment  op  State, 
Washington,  I2ih  July,  1842. 
Gentlemen:  I  place  in  your  hands  a  note  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  Loid  Ashburton;  it  would 
have  been  transmitted  sooner,  but  I  was  not  able  to 
read  it  myself  until  this  morning. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  inviting  a  confer- 
ence with  you  at  an  early  opportunity,  being  very 
desirous  of  making  progress  in  the  business  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  satisfied  that  the  various 
parties  in  interest  are  as  well  prepared  now  lo  come 
to  a  decision  as  they  are  likely  to  be  at  any  time 
hereaHer. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
The  Hon.  Commissioners 

Of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  Commissioners, 
.    Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  15,  1842. 

Gentlemen:  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  Lord  Ashburtgn's  note  to  me  of  the  llth  of 
July.  Since  that  date,  I  have  had  full  and  frequent 
conferences  with  him  respecting  the  Eastern  boun- 
dary, and  believe  I  understand  what  is  practicable 
to  be  done  on  that  subject,  so  far  as  he  is  concem- 
^.  In  these  conferences,  he  has  made  no  positive 
or  binding  proposition—thinking,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  more  desirable,  under  present  circumstances, 
that  such  proposition  should  proceed  from  the 
side  of  the  United  States.  I  nave  reason  to  be- 
lieve, however,  that  he  would  agree  to  a  line  of 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, such  as  is  described  in  a  paper  accompa- 
nying this,  (marked  B,)  and  identified  by  my  sig- 
nature. 

In  establishing  the  line  between  the  monument 
and  the  St.  John,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  adhere 
to  that  run  and  marked  by  the  surveyors  of  the  two 
Governments  in  1817  and  1818.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  line  recently  run  by  Major  Graham  is  more 
entirely  correct;  but,  being  an  ex  parte  line^  there 
would  be  objections  to  agreeing  to  it  without  ex- 
amination, and  thus  another  survey  would  become 
necessary.  Grants  and  seiilemenis,  also,  have  been 
made,  in  conformity  with  the  former  line,  and  its 
errors  are  so  inconsiderable  that  it  is  not  thought 
that  their  correction  is  a  sufficient  object  to  dis- 
turb these  settlements.  Similar  considerations  have 
had  great  weight  in  adjusting  the  line  in  other  parts 
of  it. 

The  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two  coun- 
tries contains  lv{,027  square  miles,  equal  to  7,697,^80 
acres. 

By  the  line,  described  in  the  accompanying  pa- 
per, there  will  be  assiened  to  the  United  States 
7,015  square  miles,  equal  to  4,489,600  acres;  and  to 
England  5,012  square  miles,  equal  to  3,207,680 
acres. 

By  the  award  of  the  Kinp  of  the  Netherlands, 
there  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  7,908  square 
miles — 5,061,120  acres;  to  England  4,119  square 
miles— 2;63G,160  acres. 

The  territory  proposed  to  be  relinquished  to  Elng- 
land,  south  of  the  line  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, is,  as  you  will  see,  the  mountain  range  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  St.  Francis  river  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  two  contested  lines  of  boundary,  at  the 
Metjarmetie  portage.  In  the  [highlands,  near  the 
source  of  the  St.  John.  This  mountain  tract  con- 
tains 893  square  miles — equal  to  571,520  acres.  It 
is  supposed  to  be  of  no  value  for  cultivation  or 
settlement.  On  this  point  you  will  see,  herewith, 
a  letter  from  Captain  Talcott,  who  has  been  occu- 
pied two  summers  in  exploring  the  line  of  the 
nighlands,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
territory.  The  line  leaves  to  the  United  Slates, 
between  the  base  of  the  hills  and  tjie  leA  bank  of  the 
St.  John,  and  lying  along  upon  the  river,  a  territory 
of  657,380  acres,  embracing,  without  doobt,  all  the 
valuable  lan^  south  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  weift  of  the 


St.  John.  Of  the  general  division  of  ^he  territory, 
it  is  believed  it  may  be  safely  said  that,  while  the 
portion  remaining  with  the  United  Stales  is  in 
quantity  seven-twelfths,  in  value  it  is  at  least  four- 
nfths  of  the  whole. 

Nor  is  it  supposed  that  the  possession  of  the 
mountain  region  is  of  any  importance  in  connexion 
with  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  any  military 
operations.  It  lies  below  all  the  accustomed  prac- 
ticable passages  for  troops  into  and  out  of  Lower 
Canada;  that  is  to  say,  the  Chaudiere,  Lake  Cham- 

flain,  and  the  Richelieu,  and  the  bt.  Lawrence, 
fan  army  with  lis  materiel  could  possibly  pass  into 
Canada  over  these  mountains,  it  would  only  find 
itself  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  beUno  Glue- 
bee;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  conceivable 
that  an  invading  enemy  from  Lower  Canada  would 
attempt  a  passage  in  this  direction,  leaving  the 
Chaudiere  on  one  hand,  and  the  route  by  Mada- 
waska  on  the  other. 

If  this  line  .should  be  agreed  toon  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  I  suppose  that  the  British  Minister 
would,  as  an  equivalent,  stipulate,  first,  for  the  use 
of  the  river  Si.  John,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  tim- 
ber growing  on  any  of  its  branches  to  tide  water, 
free  from  discriminating  tolls,  imposition.%  or  in- 
abilities of  any  kind;  the  timber  enjoying  all  the 
privileges  of  British  colonial  timber.  Allopinioos 
concur  that  this  privilege  of  navigation  must  great- 
ly enhance  the  value  ofthe  territory  and  the  timber 
growing  thereon,  and  prove  exceedingly  useful  to 
the  people  of  Maine.  Second,  that  Rouse's  Point, 
in  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  lands  heretofore  sup- 
posed to  be  witnin  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  and  New  York,  but  which  a  correct  as- 
certainment of  the  45th  parallel  of  latitude  shows  to 
be  in  Canada,  should  be  surrendered  to  the  United 
Stales. 

It  is  probable,  alffo,  that  the  disputed  line  of  boun- 
dary in  Lake  Superior  might  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
leave  a  disputed  island  within  the  United  States. 

These  cessions  on  the  part  of  England  would 
enure  partly  to  the  benefit  of  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  New  York,  but  prind- 
pally  to  the  United  States.  The  consideration  on 
the  part  of  England  for  making  them,  would  be  the 
manner  agreed  upon  for  adjusting  the  Eastern 
boundary.  The  price  of  the  cession,  therefore, 
whatever  it  mi^ht  be,  would,  in  fairness,  belong  to 
the  two  States  interested  in  the  manner  of  that  ad- 
justment. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  I  am 
authorized  to  say  that,  if  the  commissioners  of  the 
two  States  assent  to  the  line  as  described  in  the  ac- 
companying paper,  the  United  States  will  under- 
take to  pav  to  these  States  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifly  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  beiweeo 
them  in  equal  moieties;  and,  also,  to  undertake  for 
the  settlement  and  payment  ofthe  expenses  incur- 
red by  those  States  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
posse;  and,  also,  for  a  survey  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  make. 

The  line  suggested,  with  the  compensations  and 
equivalents  which  have  been  stated,  is  now  submit- 
ted for  your  consideration.  That  it  is  all  which 
might  have  been  hoped  for,  looking  to  the  strength 
of  the  American  claim,  can  hardly  be  said.  But, 
as  the  settlement  of  a  controversy  of  such  duration 
is  amalterof  high  importance;  as  equivalents  of 
undoubted  value  are  offered;  as  longer  postpone- 
ment and  delay  would  lead  to  further  inconveni- 
ence, and  to  the  incurring  of  further  expenses; 
and  as  no  better  occasion— or,  perhaps,  any  other 
occasion — for  settlinof  the  boundary  by  agreement, 
or  on  the  principle  of  equivalents,  is  ever  likely  to 
present  itself,  the  Government  ofthe  United  States 
hopes  that  the  commissioners  ofthe  two  States  will 
find  it  to  be  consistent  with  their  duty  to  assent  to 
the  line  proposed,  and  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
atiendincr  the  proposition. 

The  President  has  felt  the  deepest  anxiety  for  an 
amicable  seulement  of  the  Question,  in  a  manner 
honorable  to  the  country,  and  such  as  should  pre- 
serve the  rights  and  interests  of  the  States  con* 
cemed.  From  the  moment  ofthe  announcement  of 
Lord  Ashburton's  mission,  he  has  sedulously  eo* 
deavored  to  pursue  a  course  the  most  re^pectfol 
towards  the  States,  and  the  most  useful  to  their  in- 
terests, as  well  as  the  most  becoming  to  the  charac- 
ter and  dignity  of  the  Government.  He  will  be 
happy  if  the  result  shall  be  such  as  shall  satisfy 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  the  rest  ofthe 
country.  With  these  sentiments  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  and  with  the  conviction  that  no  more 
advaniag e9U8  arrangement  can  bt  aaida>  the  rob- 
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ject  is  BOW  referred  to  the  grave  deliberation  of  the 
commissioners. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Commissioners  of  Maine.* 


Beginning  at  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the 
rirer  St.  Croix,  as  designated  by  the  commissioners 
onder  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain;  thence,  north,  following  the  exploring  line 
nm  and  marked  by  the  surveyors  of  the  two  GJov- 
cmmeals  in  the  years  1817  and  1818,  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  its  intersection 
▼ith  the  river  St.  John,  and  to  the  middle  of  the 
channel  thereof;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
ri?er  St.  Francis;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  the  said  river  St.  Francis,  and  of  the 
lakes  throQgh  which  it  flows,  to  the  outlet  of  the 
lake  Pohenagan[K>ok;  thence,  southwesterly,  in  a 
straight  line,  to  a  point  on  the  northwest  branch  of 
the  river  St.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten  miles 
distant  fh)m  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a 
straight  line,  and  in  the  nearest  direction;  but  if  the 
said  point  shall  be  found  to  be  less  than  seven  miles 
from  the  nearest .  point  of  the  summit  or  crest  of 
the  highlands  that  divide  those  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  (all  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  then  the  said 
ptnnt  shall  be  made  to  recede  down  the  said  rivejr 
to  a  point  seven  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  the 
said  summit  or  crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line,  in 
a  coarse  about  south  eight  degrees  west,  to  the 
point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  46  deg.  25 
min.  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the  St. 
John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to-  the 
source  thereof,  in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjarmette 
portage;  thence,  down  along  the  said  highlands,  to 
the  head  of  Half's  stream;  thence,  down  the  middle 
of  said  stream,  till  the  line  thus  run  intersects  the 
old  line  of  boundary  survejred  and  marked  by  Val- 
entine and  Collins,  previously  to  the  year  1774,  as 
the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and  which  has  been 
known  and  understood  to  be  the  line  of  actual  divi- 
sion between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont on  one  side,  and  the  British  province  of  Cana- 
da on  the  other,  and  from  said  point  of  intersec- 
lion,  west,  alonc^  the  said  dividing  line,  as  heretofore 
known  and  understood,  to  the  Iroquois  or  St.  Law- 
rence river. 

Captain  TalcoU  to  Mr,  Webster. 

Washington,  14th  July^  1842. 

Sut!  The  territory  within  the  lines  mentioned  by 
yoQ  ccmtains  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  square  ^ 
miles,  equal  to  fii"^  hundred  utuI  seventy-one  Ihov^  f 
sand  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  It  is  a  long 
and  narrow  tract  upon  the  mountains  or  highlancb, 
the  distance  from  Lake  Pohenagamook  to  the  Met- 
jarmette portage  being  one  hundred  and  ten  miles. 
The  territory  is  barren,  and  without  timber  of 
valu^  and  1  should  estimate  that  nineteen  parts 
oat  of  twenty  are  unfit  for  cultivation.  Along  80 
miles  of  this  territory,  the  highlands  throw  up 
into  irregular  eminences  of  difllerent  heights,  ana, 
though  observing  a  general  northeast  and  south- 
west direction,  are  not  brought  well  into  line.  Some 
of  ihe  elevations  are  over  three  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea. 

The  formation  is  primitive  siliceous  rock,  with 
slate  resting  upon  it,  around  the  basis.  Between 
the  eminences  are  morasses  and  swamps,  through- 
oot  which  beds  of  moss,  of  luxuriant  growth,  rest 
on  and  cover  the  rocks  and  earth  beneath.  The 
growth  is  such  as  is  usual  in  mountain  regions  on 
this  continent,  in  high  latitudes.  On  some  of  xhv. 
ridges  and  eminences,  birch  and  maple  ar$  found; 
on  others,  spruce  and  fir,  and  in  the  swamps,  spruce 
intermixed  with  cedar;  but  the  wood,  everywhere, 
r%  insignificant,  and  of  srinted  growth.  It  will 
rsadily  be  seen,  therefore,  that,  (or  cultivation,  or 

*  Saoie,  mutalii  mtttandi^^  to  tiie  CommlMionerB  of  Muu' 


as  capable  of  furnishing  the  means  of  human  sub- 
sistence, the  lands  are  of  no  value. 

lam,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Daniel  Websteh,  Secretary  of  State. 

^        The  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr,  Webster, 

Wasmngton,  July  16, 1842. 

Sir:  We  learn  from  the  letter  addressed  to  you 
by  Lord  Ashburton,  dated  the  11th  instant,  and  by 
you  communicated  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  line  proposed  by  us  as  a 
conventional  line,  with  the  assent  and  concurrence 
of  the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  in  our  note 
to  you  of  the  29th  ultimo,  is  inadmissible.  His 
Lordship  even  expresses  himself  as  being  "quite 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a  proposal;"'ana  ap- 
peals to  your  candid  judgment  to  say  "whether 
this  is  a  proposition  of  conciliation,"  and  whether 
it  could  reasonably  be  expected  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  anxiety  of  nis  Government  for  a 
friendly  settlement,  he  could  be  found  with  "power 
to  accede  to  such  terms.  That  public,  to  which 
his  Lordship  more  than  once  alludes  in  both  his 
letters,  will  nave  it  in  their  power  to  judge  which 
proposition,  on  the  whole,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  is  best  entitled  to  the  charac- 
ter of  conciliatory— his  Lordship's  or  ours.  To 
you,  sir,  the  commissioners  must  be  permitted  to 
insist  that  they  did  intend  and  consider  their  ofier 
as  a  proposition  of  conciliation,  however  it  may 
appear  to  Lord  Ashburton.  It  is  predicated  upon 
the  basis  of  yielding  to  Great '  Britain  all  she 
needs,  and  more  than  she  needs,  for  the  natural, 
convenient^  and  "unobstructed  communication  and 
connexion  of  her  colonies  with  each  other."  A 
desire  on  her  part  to  obtain  which,  is  believed  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  this  controversy;  and  the  necessity 
of  securing  which,  even  his  Lordship  seems  to  ad- 
mit has  been  the  main  reason  of  her  continuing 
to  persist  in  it.  The  royal  arbiter,  as  his  Lordship 
is  pleased  to  call  him,  clearly  understood  this,  and 

governed  himself  accordingly.  He  recommended 
le  yielding,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of 
this  portion  of  territory,  coupling  it  at  the  same 
time  with  the  yielding,  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  the  United  States,  of  Rouse's  Point,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  the  fort  there  erected,  with  its 
kUometrical  radius,  and  so  much  of  the  territory 
adjacent  as  might  be  necessary  to  include  it.  The 
existence  of  such  a  place  and  its  fortifications  had 
not  been  even  alluded  to  in  the  American  state- 
ments nor  by  the  American  agents.  The  British 
agents  could  not  sufl^er  such  a  fact  to  pass  unno- 
ticed. They  studiously  informed  the  royal  arbiter 
in  their  first  statement,  and  took  care  to  advert  to  it 
again  in  their  second,  that  there  was  "a  certain 
point  C9\\t^  Rouse's  Point,  where  there  happened  to 
oe  an  important  American  fort,  which  had  been 
erected  not  long  before,  at  considerable  expense,  as 
a  defence  for  that  frontier."  Thus  admonished  of 
the  fact,  the  royal  arbiter  readily  availed  himself 
of  it,  and  placed  the  value  and  convenience  of  this 
supposed  important  military  position  and  fortifica- 
tion to  the  account  of  the  United  Slates,  as  an  off- 
set for  the  territorv  in  Maine  needed  for  the  con- 
venience of  Great  Britain,  and  for  "the  unobstruct- 
ed communication  and  connexion  of  her  colonies 
with  each  other;"  supposing,  without  doubt,  that 
in  so  doing  he  was  promoting  the  interests,  and 
objects,  and  convenience  of  both  nations.  When, 
therefore,  Lord  Ashburton  bases  his  proposition 
on  the  supposition  that  "the  division  by  the  King 
of  the  Neinerlands  satisfied  fairly  the  equity  of 
the  case  between  the  parties,"  and  restrains  that 
monarch's  views  to  an  equitable  division  of  the 
territory  in  dispute  in  Maine  only,  he  overlooks, 
as  it  appears  to  us,  the  .fact  that  both  matters 
were  belore  his  Majesty's  mind  at  one  and  the 
same  time;  and  that,  as  in  the  one  instance  be 
recommended  that  a  certain  portion  of  territory 
should  be  yielded  by  I  he  United  States  to  Great 
Britain  for  her  accommodation,  so,  in  the  other, 
he  recommended  that  a  certain  other  portion  of 
territory,  belonging  of  right  to  Great  Britain,  in 
his  opinion,  should  be  yielded  by  Great  Britain  to 
the  United  States,  for  their  supposed  accommoda- 
tion and  security.    It  is  true  that  Rouse's  Point 


had  formerly  been  .considered  as  of  great  import- 
ance  as  a  military  position,  and  that  the  United 
States  had  expended  very  large  sums  of  money  in 
erecting  fortifications  there.  The  royal  arbiter, 
therefore,  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  ex^ 
parU  information  so  gratuitously  furnished  him, 
might  well  attach  to  Roase's  Point  and  its  fortifica- 
tions an  inflated  importance  and,  taking  the  whole 
relations  and  interests  of  the  parties  beU)re  him  in- 
to consideration,  might  regard  his  recommendation 
as  satisfying  fairly  the  equity  of  the  case  between 
the  parties.  But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  what  would  be  an  equitable  division  ot  ^he  ter- 
ritory in  dispute  was  never  submitted  to  iho  King 
of  the  Netherlands  at  all  by  the  United  States;  that 
no  evidence  upon  that  point  was  placed  before  him 
by  the  United  States;  nor  were  the  United  States  or 
their  agents  ever  heard  or  consulted  on  that  point 
by  him.  Against  the  adoption  of  his  recommenda- 
tion in  this  respect,  the  State  of  Maine  has  ever 
solemnly  protested;  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  who  alone  had  the  constitutional  power  to 
adopt  and  ratify  it,  rejected  it  with  great  unanimi- 
ty. The  recommendation  of  the  royal  arbiter, 
therefore,  given  under  such  circumstances,  can  in 
no  way  aflfect  the  riehts  of  the  parties  in  interest, 
and  is  in  fact  entitled  to  no  more  consideration  and 
respect  than  that  of  any  other  gentleman  of  equal 
intelligence  and  information  under  the  same  cir-> 
cumstances.  We  feel  it  our  duty,  therefore,  to  say 
to  you  that  the  hypothesis  assumed  by  Lord  Ash- 
burton, that  the  portion  o(  disputed  territory  cut  oflT 
from  Maine  by  the  line  recommended  by  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  should  be  yielded  to  Great  Brit- 
ain without  any  equivalent  whatever,  cannot  be, 
and  in  our  opinion  ou^ht  not  for  a  moment  to  be, 
admitted  or  acquiesced  in  by  the  commissioners  of 
Maine. 

Among  the  objections  made  by  Lord  Ashburton 
to  the  line  proposed  by  us,  drawn  from  the  bend  of 
the  St.  John,  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawaska,  to  the  outlet  of  Long  lake,  one  is,  that 
it  is  an  arbitrary  line,  which  nobwiy  ever  suggested 
before;  and  that  it  would  give  to  Great  Britain  less 
than  the  award  of  the  arbiter.  All  this  is  true. 
But  the  line  proposed  by  us  is  a  straight  line,  like 
that  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  drawn  Irom 
one  well-known  natural  monument  to  another  well- 
known  natural  monument,  within  convenient  dis- 
tances of  each  other,  and  about  which  there  could 
be  no  mistake  or  dispute.  It  yields  al.«o  all,  and 
more  than  all,  that  is  needed  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  unobstructed  communication  and  connexion  of 
her  colonies  with  each  other,  and,  as  suggested  by 
us  in  our  note  of  the  29ih  ult.,  was  propo^,  rather 
than  the  channel  of  the  Madawaska,  solely  for  that 
reason  and  on  that  account;  and  what  does  Great 
Britain  want  of  morel  If  the  true  character  of  that 
territory  be  of  the  description — "the  miserable  de- 
scription"— stated  by  his  Lordship  in  his  note  of  the 
2lst  ult.,  why  should  he  feel  it  to  be  an  objection  that 
the  line  proposed  by  us  would  give  to  Great  Britain 
less  than  the  award  of  the  arbiter,  when  it  gives 
her  enough  to  answer  all  her  purposesi  B^ond 
the  designated  bend  of  the  St.  John,  the  course  of 
that  river  is  such  as  to  make  with  the  SL  Francis 
an  acute  angle — thereby  forming  between  them  a 
wedge  of  territory  inserting  itself,  for  its  whole 
length,  according  to  that  award,  into  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.  Again,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Turtle  river,  (so  called,)  a  few  miles  above  the  des- 
ignated bend  of  the  St.  John,  there  is  a  small  set- 
tlement of  Americans  holding  their  lands  under 
grants  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Again:  the 
river  St.  Francis  is  one  whose  course  is  exceedingly 
crooked,  having  many  sharp  bends;  so  that,  whdie 
the  distance  by  the  river  and  lakes  from  the  Grand 
Portage  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  is  estima- 
ted by  the  assistant  geologist  of  Massachusetts 
(who  followed  it  down  its  whole  length)  at  not  less 
than  eighty-five  miles,  the  distance  from  the  one 
point  to  the  other  in  a  straight  line  is  only  about 
forty  miles.  Moreover,  the  line  recommended  by 
the  iling  of  the  Netherlands,  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  topography  of  the  country,  is  believed 
to  be  impracticable,  on  account  of  there  being,  in 
fact,  no  such  stream  emptying  into  the  lake  a^.  in 
his  recommendation,  he  supposes  to  exist.  And 
we  will  add,  that,  however  miserable  his  Lovdship 
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may  considef  the  territory  there  to  be,  we  regard  it 
as  of  much  value,  inasmuch  as  it  is  well  known  to 
be  covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  limber— equal,  it 
is  said,  to  any  to  be  found  on  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. 

In  connexion  with  these  considerations,  we  wish 
to  add  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  the  right  to 
float  down  our  timber  on  the  St  JehiL  since  his 
Lordship  has  made  it  a  special  subject  of  comment. 
Great  changes,  as  his  Lordship  well  knows,  are 
brought  about  in  the  state  of  tninss  by  the  mere 
course  of  lime.  The  timber  of  New  Brunswirk 
suiuble  for  the  British  market  has  nearly  all  dis- 
appeared. While  they  had  a  supply  of  their  own, 
the  right  of  carrying  down  our  lumber  was  most 
sirenuoQsly  and  pertinaciously  resisted,  as  Lord 
Ashburton  himsell  states.  A  very  large  quanlitv 
of  the  most  valuable  lumber  is  situated  on  the  bank 
of  the  Alagash,  above  the  falls  of  that  river.  By 
first  throwing  a  dam  across  the  Ala^h,  and  then, 
with  a  commonpickaxe  and  spade,  digging  a  chan- 
nel across  the  British  highlands,  our  enterprising 
lumbermen  have  found  the  means  of  turning  the 
valuable  timber  of  the  Alagash  down  the  river 
Penobscot  More  than  six  million  feet  of  this  lum- 
ber were  sawed  in  the  mills  of  ihe  Penobscot  the 
last  season.  How  far  the  chano^e  in  the  disposition 
of  the  British  cabinet,  which  his  Lordship  speaks 
of,  has  been  efiected  by  these  and  the  like  consider- 
ations, it  is  not  our  purpose  to  inquire;  nor  do  we 
mean  to  be  understood  as  undervaluing  this  change 
otjjolicy.  Our  object  has  been  to  show  that  Great 
Britain  J  in  making  the  proposition,  is  pursuing  her 
own  objects,  and  promoting  her  own  interests,  and 
not  making  any  sacrifice,  by  way  of  an  equivalent 
for  concessions  on  our  part.  It  will  not  have  escaped 
your  recollection  that  the  river  St.  John  is  not  a 
river  navigable  from  the  sea,  in  the  ordinary  ac- 
ceptation of  that  expression.  There  is  a  ledge 
running  across  the  mouth  of  that  river,  of  such 
a  character  that,  owing  to  the  very  high  tides  in 
the  Bay  of  Pundy,  there  is  a  fall  of  about  twenty 
feet  out  at  low  wtfter,  and  a  fall  of  some  four  feet 
in  at  high  water.  It  is  only  about  forty  five  min- 
utes in  a  tide  that  you  can  pass  in  or  out  of  the 
river  at  all;  and,  even  during  that  short  period, 
the  passage  is  a  difi[icnlt  and  dangerous  one.  So, 
agam,  there  is  a  fall  of  about  forty  feet  on  the 
Aroostook  before  you  reach  the  American  territo- 
ry; and  a  fall  also  on  the  St.  John  itself  of  eighty 
feet,  before  you  reach  the  State  of  Maine,  as  you 
follow  up  the  river.  The  boasted  free  navigation 
of  the  St.  John  and  its  tributaries,  from  the  dispu- 
ted territory,  may  well  be  illustrated  by  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  to  this  city  from  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  When,  therefore,  as 
commissioners  of  Maine,  we  confuted  to  accept, 
as  an  equivalent  from  Great  Britain  for  the  terri- 
lory  proposed  to  be  yielded  to  her  for  her  conve- 
nience and  accommodation,  the  free  navigation  of 
Ihe  St.  John  for  the  floating  down, of  our  lumber, 
,we  did  consider  ourselves,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  having  proposed  all  that  a 
liberal  spirit  of  conciliation  could  require  us  to  do. 
And  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  by  you  if  we 
here  advert  to  the  fact  that  we  cannot  regard  the 
relitiquishmentby  the  British  Government  of  any 
claim  heretofore  advanced  by  it  to  territory  within 
the  limits  of  Maine,  as  asserted  by  her,  as  a  con- 
sideration or  equivalent  for  the  yielding,  on  our 
part,  to  Great  Britain,  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
same  territory.  On  this  point,  the  declarations 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maine  are  explicit,  and  we 
are  bound  to  respect  them. 

By  his  Lordship's  note  of  the  Uth  instant,  we 
learn  thft  he  withdraws  that  part  of  his  proposition 
which  relates  to  a  cession  of  territory  on  the  south 
side  of  the  St.  John.  Even  with  this  restriction  of 
his  proposition,  the  adoption  of  the  St.  John  as  a 
boundary  from  the  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix,  at  its  intersection  with  the 
St.  John,  to  a  source  of  that  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  sources  of  the  Penobscot  and  Meijarmette 
would  yield  to  Great  Britain  nearly  four  millions 
of  acres,  and  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory to  which  she  has  ever  pretended  to  set  up  a 
claim.  Nor  is  this  all.  His  I.ordship  further  pro- 
poses to  abide  by  the  exploring  line  (so  called)  run 
and  marked  in  1817,  from  the  monument  at  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix— a  line  which  interferes 
with,  and  cuts  ofl,  a  portion  of  the  grants  made  long 
before  by  Massachusetts.  This  line  is  well  known 
not  to  be  the  true  line — never  was  run  as  such,  nor 
pretended  so  to  be.  It  takes,  however,  from  Maine 
ft  Strip  of  territory  which  is  nearly  a  mile  wide 


where  it  crosses  the  St.  John,  and  which  diminishes 
in  width  till  It  reaches  the  monument.  His  Lord- 
ship's proposition  contemplates  th0  adoption  and 
establishment  of  that  exploring  line  as  the  true 
boundary.  It  does  not  fall  within  our  province  to 
consider  the  value  of  those  shreds  and  patches 
which  4iis  Lordship  proposes  to  yield  to  the  United 
Slates  as  an  equivalent.  In  New  Hampshire,  he 
consents  to  take  the  true  northwest  source  of  Con- 
necticut river,  insiead  of  the  northeast  source,  as 
being  the  source  intended  in  the  treaty  of  1783^ 
In  Vermont,  he  will  abide  by  the  old  line,  which 
was  run,  marked,  and  solemnly  established  nearly 
seventy  years  ago.  In  New  York,  he  will  abide  by 
the  same  old  line,  the  eflect  of  rectifying  it  being 
merely  to  give  to  New  York  a  small  angular  strip 
on  the  west,  and  G^e^ft  Britain  a  small  angular  strip 
on  the  east.  These  small  tracts  and  parings  shaved 
from  the  States  >ust  named,  and  the  right  of  float- 
ing down  the  St.  John  the  products  of  the  forest, 
as  already  explained,  constitute  aione  the  sum  and 
magnitude  of  the  equivalent  offered  by  his  Lordship 
for  the  whole  territory  of  Maine  on  the  north  side 
of  the  St.  John.  Whether  such  a  proposition  has 
pre-eminent  claims  over  the  one  we  have  made,  to 
oe  regarded  as  a  "proposition  of  conciliation,"  we 
.  leave  to  thfit  public  to  which  his  Lordship  is  pleased 
so  ollen  to  reier. 

Lord  Ashburton  has  been  led  into  an  error,  (im- 
intentional,  no  doubt,  on  his  part)  if  he  supposes 
that,  in  submitting  to  you  what  we  apprehend  to  be 
the  reason  why  the  precise  and  peculiar  phraseol- 
ogy used  in  the  treaty  df  1783,  respecting  tne  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  adopted  by  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  framed  it,  our  object  was  to 
revive  and  enter  upon  a  controversy,  which,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  should  be  permitted  to  rest  in 
peace.  His  Lordship,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the  2lst 
ultimo,  had  assumed  it  as  a  fact,  and  as  the  grotmd 
upon  which  the  negotiation  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment was  to  proceed,  that  the  language  and  phrase- 
ology of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  such,  "that  the 
treaty  itself  was  not  executable  according  to  its 
strict  expression."  We,  on  our  part,  could  make 
no  such  "admission,"  nor  acquiesce  in  any  such 
"presumption,"  nor  by  our  silence  even  be  supposed, 
for  a  moment,  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  on  any 
such  ground  or  hypothesis;  nor  could  we  sufl*er  to 
pass  without  observation  the  declaration  of  a  set- 
tled'conviciion  on  the  part  of  the  minister  of  Great 
Britain,  made  under  such  circumstances^  and  with 
such  bearings,  "that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  1783  to  leave  to  Great  Britain 
the  whole  waters  of  the  St.  John."  If  his  Lord- 
ship would  have  avoided  the  introduction  of  any 
remarks  bearing  on  these  points  on  our  part,  it 
seems  to  us  that  he  himseli  should  have  avoided 
giving  occasion  for  them.  It  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able, that  the  very  dispute  which  the  sagacious  men 
who  framed  the  treaty  ^endeavored,  by  their  studied 
and  select  phraseology  and  terms  to  guard  against, 
should  have  arisen,  notwithstanding  all  their  care 
and  precaution. 

We  have  already  shown,  in  our  letter  to  you  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  that  the  members  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  and  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  17S8 
well  knew  of  the  existence  and  prescriptions  of  the 
proclamation  of  1763,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Cluebec  act  of  1774.  They  also  well  knew  that 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  north- 
east angle  of  Massachusetts  (Maine)  were  adjacent 
angles. 

They  knew  that  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts 
and  Nova  Scotia  extended  back  from  ,the  Atlantic 
ocean  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  province  of 
Gtuebec;  and  they  well  knew  that  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Cluebec,  both  by  the 
proclamation  of  1763  and  the  Cluebec  act  of  1774, 
was  the  north  side  of  the  bay  des  Chaleurs  and  the 
line  of  the  highlands,  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  in  which  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  that  side,  take 
their  rise.  When,  however,  they  came  to  inquire 
whereabouts  was  the  line  that  separated  Massa- 
chusetts from  Nova  Scotia^  they  were  at  a  loss. 
Accordingly,  both  in  the  instructions  drawn  up 
and  sanctioned  in  1779,  and  in  the  report  and 
doings  of  the  Congress  in  Aue^usl,  17w,  it  was 
proposed  that  the  eastern  boundary  should  be  "a 
line  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called 
the  province  ol  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova 
Scotia,  according  to  their  respective  rignts."  The 
Committee  of  Congress,  in  their  report  of  16lh 
Aagust,  176S|  after  suggesting  several  ya^e  and 
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unsatisfactory  reasons  for  considering  the  St.  John 
as  the  true  boimdary,  add:  "We  are  d:)liged  to  ui^ 
probabilities;"  "but  we  wish  that  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  Massachusetts  may  be  left  to  future 
discussion,  when  other  evidences  may  be  obtained, 
which  the  war  has  removed  from  us"  Mr.  Adams, 
in  his  answer  to  an  interrogatory  propounded  to 
him  15th  August,  1797,  says,  speaking  of  the  ne- 
gotiations at  Faris:  "Documents  from  the  public 
offices  in  England  were  brought  over  and  laid  b&< 
fore  us."  Again:  "The  ultimate  agreement  was  to 
adhere  to  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
St.  Croix  river  mentioned  in  it,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  delineated  on  Mitchell's  map."  The  cnarter 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  here  referred  to,  originally 
embraced  Nova  Scotia  also;  but  Nova  ScoCia  hav- 
ing been  erected  into  a  separate  province,  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  were  curtailed 
and  restricted  to  the  western  boundary,  and  that 
boundary  was  the  river. St.  Croix. 

To  remove  all  doubts  in  regard  to  the  limit  or 
boundary  between  Nova  Scotia  and  Massachuaelts 
Bay,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  21st  day  of 
November,  1763,  established  and  defined  il  9s  fol- 
lows, viz:  "To  the  westward,  although  oar  raid 
Province  (Nova  Scotia)  hath  anciently  extended, 
and  doth  of  right  extend,  as  far  as  the  river  Penta- 
gonet,  or  Penobscot,  it  shall  be  bounded  by  a  line 
drawn  from  Cape  Sable  across  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St  Croix, 
by  the  said  river  to  its  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north  from  thence  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
our  colony  of  Cluebec:"  that  is  to  say,  to  the  linB  of 
the  highlands  from  wnose  northern  deolivity  issue 
the  streams  that  form  the  rivers  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  on  its  south  side. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  leaving  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Massachusetts  to  future  discussion,  as  prcmosed 
provisionally  in  the  instructions  of  Congress  011779, 
and  by  the  committee  inl7.8S,  in  order  to  get  "other 
evidences,"  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  having  the 
documents  before  them,  and  to  prevent  all  diamtes 
which  might  in  future  arise  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
daries, at  once  ingrafted  into  the  treaty  the  boimdary 
prescribed  by  Che  document  of  2 1st  November,  1763, 
already  quoted,  as  the  boundary  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  United  States.  Hence,  also,  In  con- 
nexion with  the  facts  stated  in  our  commimicatiiHi, 
in  respect  to  the  uncertainty  that  had  existed  in  re- 
gard to  the  true  position  oi  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  peculiar  care  and  abundant  cau- 
tion with  which  they  specified  and  defined  which 
of  all  of  those  places  or  positions  where  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia  had  been  supposed  to  be 
situated,  was  the  place  or  position  of  tne  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  intended  by  the  framers  of 
the  treaty.  We  do  not  assume  to  say  that  any  other 
and  difterent  view  of  these  facts  is  most  absurd;  but 
we  will  venture  to  say,  with  the  most  entire  respect 
for  Lord  Ashburton,  that,  in  our  opinion,  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  notorious  and  well-authenticated 
facts,  such  as  these,  whether  it  be  an  old  or  a  new 
discovery,  is  deserving  of  more  careful  examina- 
tion and  more  consideration  than  his  Lordship 
seems  to  have  bestowed  upon  it. 

'  There  is  one  other  view,  presented  with  much 
confidence  in  his  Lordship's  letter,  which  we  can- 
not permit  to  pass  unnoticed;  we  mean  the  expres* 
ssion  of  his  belief  that  "to  consider  the  Ristigouche 
as  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  would  be  more 
than  hazardous— It  would  be  roost  absurd." 

The  southern  boundary  of  the  colbny  of  Gtuebec 
is  declared  by  the  proclamation  of  1763  to  be  "a  line 

,  which  passes  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and 

"^also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs 
and  the  coast  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,"  dec. 
The  place  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
in  contradistinction  lo  the  gulfoi  St.  Lawrence,  is  a 
point  established  beyond  all  dispute.  It  js  at  the 
west  end  of  the  island  of  Anticosii.  The  river  Bit* 
tigouche,  which  empties  itself  through  the  Bay  des 
Chaleurs  into  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  is,  by  the 
proclamation,  classed  and  considered  as  one  of  "the 
rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  sea,"  noU 
withstanding  the  biay  des  Chaleurs  and  the  gulf  of 
Su  Lawrence  are  both  named  l^  their  distinctive 
appellations  in  the  same  sentence.  In  another  part 
of  the  same  instrument,  the  governors  are  inhibited 
from  passing  anj  patents  for  any  lands  beyond  the 
heads  ol  any  of^'Hhe  rivers  which  fall  into  the  iU- 
laniic  ocean  from  the  west  and  northwest."  And  in 
another  clause  it  is  said:  "Our  will  and  pleasure,  as 
aforesaid,  [is,]  to  reserve  all  the  lands  and  territo* 
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ries  Ijine  to  the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the 
rivers  which  fall  into  the  sea  from  the  west  and 
northwest  as  aforesaid.**  Here  the  words  "sea" 
and  "Atlantic  ocean"  are  used  indiscriminately;  the 
one  being  substituted  for  the  other,  in  reference  to 
the  rivers  which  flow  from  the  west  and  northwest — 
the  river  Ristigouche  being  one  of  these  rivers. 
This,  ako,  is  in  accordance  with  the  view  enter- 
tained and  expressed  in  his  argument  in  1797  by 
the  British  agent;  who,  in  speaking  of  the  province 
of  Cluebec:  says  that,  by  the  proclamation  of  7ih  Oc- 
tober, 1763,  it  is  *nx)unded  on  the  south  by  the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
fa4  into  the  sea,  or  Atlantic  ocean."  So,  in  the  com- 
mission to  Gay  Carleton  of  27th  of  December,  1774, 
the  RistigoDche  is  again  classed  and  considered  as 
a  river  lalling  into  the  sea;  and  what  is  more  stri- 
king, in  the  same  sentence  in  which  it  speaks  of  the 
islaids  ofMadelaine.ioM^  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence ^h 
I  speaks  of  "the  river  St.  John,  which  discharges  it- 
self into  the  sea  nearly  opposite  the  west  end  of  the 
island  of  Anticosti."  Atler  the  oassage  of  the  Cine- 
bee  act,  and  prior  to  the  treaty  ot  1783,  the  southern 
hooBdary  of  the  province  of  Cluebec  was  described 
as  being  ''a  line  from  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  along 
the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a  point  in  forty-five  de- 
grees of  northern  latitude  on  tne  eastern  bank  of  the 
river  Connecticut,"  &c. 

Again:  after  the  treatv  of  1783,  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  province  of  Gtuebec  is  described  as  "a 
line  from  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  along  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north  westernmost  head  of 
Connecticnt  river,"  i^.  But  the  point  of  begin- 
ning being  the  same,  and  the  point  at  the  Connecti- 
cnt substantially  the  same,  that  point  after  the  trea- 
ty being  only  placed  further  north,  and  the  rivers 
taking  their  rise  in  the  northern  declivity  being  de- 
scribed in  the  same  identical  words,  the  inference 
appears  irresistible  that  the  highlands  referred  to 
are  one  and  the  same;  and  that  the  rivers  takin? 
their  rise  iD  the  southern  declivity,  and  described 
before  the  treaty  as  falling  into  the  sea,  and  aAer  the 
treaty  as  falling  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  are  one 
•  and  the  same  rivers;  the  words  sea  and  Atlantic 
,  ocean  bein^  used  indiscriminately,  and  the  one  sub- 
stituted for  tbe  other,  as  had  already  been  done  be- 
fore, in  the  proclamation  of  1763.  The  only  dif- 
ference in  the  description  of  the  boundary  of  the 
province  of  Cluebec,  and  that  of  the  trea^  of  1783, 
IS,  that  the  boundary  of  the  province  of  Cluebec  be- 
gUis  at  the  bay  of  Chaleurs.  whereas  that  of  the 
treaty  bef^ins  at  a  point  fanner  west.  Hence  it 
plainly  appears  that,  under  the  classification  of 
rivers  with  reference  to  these  highlands,  as  made 
^  the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  recognised  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  the  river  Ristigouche  was  then  classed 
and  considered  as  a  river  which  falls  into  the  sea, 
or  Atlaatic  ocean,  in  contradistinction  to  the  rivers 
which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. We  are,  therefore,  wholly  unable  to  per- 
ceive wherein  consists  the  great  absurdity  at  the 
present  day,  in  expounding  the  language  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  of  considering  the  river  Ristigouche 
as  a  river  which  falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  unless 
it  be  that,  by  so  doing,  you  interfere  with  the  claims 
and  pretensions  of  Gfreat  Britain. 

Tne  re  is  one  other  portion  of  his  Lordship*s  note, 
in  which  he  attributes  certain  opinions  to  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Jefierson,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  others,  which  we  would  have  wished  to  notice, 
in  order  to  show  how  much  his  Lordship  has 
been  disposed  to  make  out  of  a  very  little;  but  ihe 
further  discussion  of  this  subject  we  have  consider- 
ed as  productive  of  little  good,  and  hardly  falling 
within  our  province.  We  have  now  only  to  re- 
peal, what  we  as  distinctly  stated  in  oar  note  of 
thela9th  ult.  that  his  Lordship's  proposition, as  now 
modified— namely,  that  Maine  should  yield  to 
Great  Britain  all  the  territory  north  of  the  Si. 
John— cannot  be  acceded  to  on  our  part. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  we  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants. 

WM.  P.  PREBLE, 
EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS. 

CovMissioners  of  Massach/asetts  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  90,  1842. 
9iR ;  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
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ceipt  of  your  communication  of  the  15th  of  July, 
adaressed  to  us  as  commissioners  of  Massachu- 
setts, authorized  to  act  in  her  behalf  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy  concerning  the  North- 
eastern bonndary  of  the  United  Stales.  The  pro- 
posal therein  presented  for  our  assent,  in  behalf 
of  the  Gk>vemment  we  represent,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  conventional  boundary  indicated  in 
your  communication,  and  upon  the  terms  and 
equivalents  therein  set  forth,  has  received  our 
careful  consideration,  and,  without  further  delay, 
we  submit  the  following  reply: 

After  the  many  interviews  which  we  have  had 
the  pleasure  to  hold  with  you,  during  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation  which  is  drawing  to  its  close,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  us  to  express  our  full  concur* 
rence  in  the  sentiment,  that  the  line  *  suggested, 
with  its  compensations  and  equivalents,  is  not  all 
which  might  have  been  hoped  for,  in  view  of  the 
strength  of  the  American  claim  to  the  territory  in 
dispute.  But  ,inasmuch  as  in  the  progress  of  a  ne- 
gotiation, conducted  with  great  deliberation,  every 
proposition  has  been  put  forth,  which  any  party, 
m  whatever  manner  and  to  whatever  extent  it 
may  be  interested,  has  been  disposed  to  submit  for 
consideration  and  adoption,  and  the  ultimate  point 
has  been  reached,  at  which  negotiation  must  result 
in  a  compact,  or  the  interruption  of  further  eflTort 
for  its  accomplishment,  we  proceed  to  discharge 
the  remaining  duty  which  is  devolved  upon   us. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
act  that  we  are  called  upon  to  perform.  It  is  not 
less  than  the  relinquishment,  by  tne  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  of  territory  which  she  has  al- 
ways claimed  to  be  a  part  of  her  possessions,  and 
to  which  she  believes  she  has  a  clear  and  in- 
disputable title.  So  strong  is  the  conviction  of 
the  right  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to  the 
undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  land  constituting' 
what  is  called  the  disputed  territory,  by  force  of 
the  treaty  which  terminated  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, that  she  would  prefer  an  appeal  to  the 
same  arbitrament  by  which  the  acknowledgment 
of  her  right  was  originally  obtained,  to  a  surrender, 
without  just  equivalents,  of  any  portion  of  that 
territory.  Still,  she  is  aware  that  the  Gtovem- 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States  desire  to 
preserve  peace  and  friendly  relations  with  other 
nations,  so  long  as  they  can  be  maintained  with 
honor,  by  concessions  which,  not  a  just  policy 
alone,  but  that  which  is  liberal  and  magnanii&ous, 
may  require.  She  partakes  of  the  common  spirit, 
and  its  influence  pervades  all  her  action,  through- 
out this  negotiation. 

There  are  other  considerations  of  weight  in  the 
decision  of  this  question.  Though  the  title  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  lands  in  dispute  is  believed 
to  be  perfect,  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  they 
have  been  the  subject  of  controvert  throu|?h  ma- 
ny years;  that  attempts,  by  negotiation,  and  through 
the  intervention  of  an  umpire,  have  been  unsuc- 
cessfully made  to  extinguish  a  conflicting  claim; 
and  that  the  nations  which  are  now  seekiiig  by 
renewed  negotiation  to  put  a  period  to  the  pro- 
tracted strife,  while  desiring  peace,  have  been 
brought  to  the  verge  of  destructive  war,  through 
dissentions  incident  to  a  disputed  boundary.  Should 
this  negotiation  fail  of  a  successful  issue,  the  al- 
ternative oflfered  is  a  renewed  submission  of  our 
rights  to  tbe  determination  of  others.  Past  ex- 
perience enforces  the  belief  that  other  years  must 
elapse,  and  great  inconvenience  be  felt,  before  a 
decision  can  be  obtained;  and  the  same  monitor 
suggests  the  obvious  truth,  that  however  the  title 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  firmly  established  in  justice,  it  is 
not  equally  certain  that  it  would  be  confirmed  by 
the  tribunal,  froifi  whose  decision,  whatever  it 
might  be,  no  appeal  could  honorably  be  taken. 

But  the  considerations  which  most  powerfully  im- 
pel the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  acquiesce  in  the 
terms  of  a  treaty,  that  your  commuiucatign  indi- 
cates, are,  the  known  desire  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  vexed 
question  of  the  boundary,  and  the  request  of  the 
General  Gtovemment,  expressed  through  its  con- 
stitutional organs,  that  Massachusetts  would  yield 
her  consent  to  an  arrangement  which  that  Govern- 
ment deems  to  be  reasonable.  The  State  we  have 
the  honor  to  represent  would  be  slow  to  disappoint 
he  hopes  of  the  nation,  and  reluctant  to  reject 
ftrms  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
urges  her  to  accept,  as  being  compatible^  in  the  esti- 
mation of  that  Government,  with  the  interests  of 
the  State,  and  essential  to  the  complete  adjustment 


of  the^  difficulties  which  the  securitj^  of  national 
peace  demands. 

^  Whether  the  national  boundary  suggested  by  yon 
be  suitable  or  unsuitable—whether  the  compensa- 
tions that  Great  Britain  offers  to  the  United  states, 
for  the  territory  conceded  to  her,  be  adequate  or  in- 
adequate—and  whether  the  treaty  whicn  shall  be 
eflfected  shall  be  honorable  to  the  country,  or  incom- 
patible with  its  rights  and  dignity,  are  questions^ 
not  for  Massachusetts,  but  for  tbe  General  Govern- 
ment, upon  its  responsibility  to  the  whole  country,, 
to  decide.  It  fs^  for  the  State  to  determine  for  whift 
equivalents  she  will  relinquish  to  the  United 
States  her  interest  in  certain  lands  in  the  disputed 
territory,  so  that  they  may  be  made  available  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  establish* 
ment  of  the  Northeastern  boimdary,  and  in  a  gen* 
eral  settlement  of  all  matters  in  controversy  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  ani  with  the  understanding  that  by 
the  words  *'the  nearest  point  of  the  highlands,"  vx 
your  description  of  the  proposed  line  of  boundary^ 
is  meant  the  nearest  point  of  the  crest  of  the  high-« 
lands;  that  the  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  tno 
river  St.  John  ^all  include  the  right  to  the  free 
transportation  thereupon  of  all  products  of  the  soU, 
as  well  as  of  the  forest;  and  that  the  pecuniary 
compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  Federal  Govern* 
ment  to  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  be  in-«* 
creased  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars — the  State  of  Ma^achuseits,  through 
her  commissioners,  hereby  relinquishes  to  tne 
United  States  her  interest  in  the  lands  which  will 
be  excluded  from  the  dominion  of  the  United  States 
by  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  aforesaid. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^ 
your  obedient  servants, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE, 
JOHN  MILLS, 
CHARLES  ALLEN. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 

Secretary  of  State, 

TVie  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr,  Webster* 

Washington,  July  22, 1842. 

Sir:  The  undersized,  conmiissioners  of  the  State 
of  Maine  on  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  bounda* 
ry,  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  addressed  to  them,  under  date  of  the  15th  inst.,, 
with  enclosures  therein  referred  to.  The  proposi^ 
tion  first  submitted  by  the  special  minister  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary,  havini^ 
been  disagreed  to;  aiid  the  proposition  made  on  tho 
part  of  the  United  States,  witn  the  assent  of  the 
commissioners  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  hav« 
ing  been  rejected  as  inadmissible,  coupled  with  aa 
expression  of  surprise  that  it  should  have  been 
made;  and  Lord  Ashburton,  in  the  same  commu- 
nication, having  intimated  a  preference  for  confer* 
ence,  rather  than  correspondence,  and  having  omit- 
ted in  his  note  to  make  any  new  proposition,  ex- 
cept a  qualified  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  his  former 
one;  we  learn  from  your  note  that  you  "have  had 
full  and  frequent  conferences  with  him  respecting 
the  Northeastern  boundary,"  and  that  you  ''believe 
you  understand  what  is  practicable  to  be  done  on 
that  subject,  so  lar  as  he  (Lord  Ashburton)  is  con* 
cemed."  We  also  learn  that  "in  these  confer- 
enees  he  has  made  no  pc^tive  or  binding  proposi* 
tion;  thinking,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  desirable 
imder  present  circumstances,  that  such  a  proposi* 
tion  should  proceed  from  the  side  of  the  United 
States;"  buttnat  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  he 
would  agree  to  a  line  of  boundary  such  as  is  de- 
scribed in  the  paper  accompanjring  y^our  note, 
(marked  B;)  and,  also,  that  you  entertam  the  con* 
viction"that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement 
can  be  made;"  and,  with  this  conviction,  you  refer 
the'subject  to  the  grave  deliberation  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Regarding  this  as  substantially  a  proposition  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  the  knowledge 
and  assent  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  as  the  one  most  fa- 
vorable 10  us  which,  under  any  circumstances,  the 
latter  Government  would  either  offer  or  accept,  the 
undersigned  have  not  failed  to  bestow  upon  it  tha 
grave  deliberation  and  consideration  which  its  na* 
tureand  importance,  and  their  own  responsible  po-^ 
sition,  demand.  If  the  result  of  that  deliberation 
should  not  fully  justify  the  expressed  hopes,  or 
meet  the  expectations  and  views  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  we  beg  you  to  be  assured  that 
such  failure  will  be  the  result  of  their  firm  con  vie- 

Itions  of  duty  to  the  State  they  repvesent,  and  will 
not  arise  from  any  want  of  an  anxious  desire  on 
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their  part  to  bring  the  controversy  lo  ^n  amicable, 
JUKI,  and  honorable  termination.  In  coming  to  this 
ciin>ideration,  they  have  not  been  unmindful  that 
tbe  State  of  Maine,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of 
her  absolute  right  to  the  whole  territory  drawn  in- 
to controversy,  and  sustained,  as  she  has  been,  by  ihe 
unanimous  concurrence  of  her  sister  States,  and  of 
the  Qovemment  ol  the  Union,  repeatedly  expressed 
imd  cordially  given;  and  without  a  wavering  doubt 
as  to  the  perfect  practicability  of  marking  the  treaty 
line  upon  the  face  of  the  esurth,  according  to  her 
claim,  has  yet,  at  all  times,  manifested  a  spirit  of 
forbearance  and  patience  under  what  she  could  not 
but  deem  unfounded  pretensions,  and  unwarranta- 
ble delays,  and  irritating  encroachments.  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  provocations  to  resistance,  and  to 
the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  her  extreme 
rights,  she  has  never  forgotten  that  she  is  a  member 
oTthe  Union;  and  she  has  endeavored  to  deserve 
the  re'tpect.  sympathy,  and  co-operf^tion  of  her  sis- 
ter States,  by  pursuing  a  course  equally  removed 
from  pusillanimity  and  rashness,  and  by  maintain- 
ing her  difficult  position  in  a  spirit  that  would  for- 
bear much  for  peace,  but  would  yield  nothing 
through  fear.  At  all  times,  and  tinder  all  circum- 
stances, she  has  been  ready  and  anxious  to  bring 
the  controversy  to  a  close,  upon  terms  honorable 
and  equitable,  and  to  unite  in  any  proper  scheme  to 
effect  that  object.  In  this  spirit,  and  with  these 
convictions,  Maine  instantly  and  cheerfully  ac- 
ceded to  the  proposal  of  the  General  Governmenf, 
made  through  you,  to  appoint  commissioners. 

That  no  obstacle  might  be  interposed  to  tbe  suc- 
cessful issue  of  this  negotiation,  her  Legislature 
gave  to  her  commissioners  ample  and  unlimited 
powers,  which,  but  for  the  presumed  necessity  of 
the  case,  her  people  would  be  slow  to  yield  to  any 
functionaries.  Her  commissioners,  thus  appointed 
and  thus  empowered,  assumed  tbe  duties  imposed 
upon  them  in  the  spirit  and  with  tbe  views  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  Maine.  They  came  to 
the  negotiation  with  a  firm  conviction  of  her  rights, 
but  with  a  disposition  and  determination  to  meet  a 
conciliatory  proposition  for  a  conventional  line  in 
a  similar  spirit,  and  to  yield,  for  any  reasonable 
equivalent,  all  that  they  presumed  would  be  asked 
or  desired  by  the  other  party.  They,  with  the  other 
citizens  of  Maine,  we^  not  unapprized  of  the  fact, 
so  olten  alluded  to  in  our  former  communications, 
that  England  had  long  been  anxious  to  obtain  the 
undisputed  possession  of  that  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory which  would  enable  her  to  maintain  a  direct 
and  uninterrupted  communication  between  her 
provinces.  So  far  as  they  could  learn  from  any 
source,  this  was  the  only  professed  object  she  had  in 
view*,  and  the  only  one  which  had  been  regarded  as 
in  contemplation. 

With  this  understanding, the  undersigned  at  once 
<lecided  to  yield,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms,  this 
long-sooght  convenience;  and  they  indulged  the 
confident  expectation  that  such  a  concession  woi^ 
at  once  meet  all  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  English 
Government,  and  bring  the  mission  to  a  speedy  and 
satisfactory  dose.  When,  therefore,  we  were  met 
at  the  outset  by  a  proposition  which  required  the 
cession,  on  our  part,  of  all  the  territory  north  of  4he 
St.  John  river,  and  enough  of  the  territory  on  \he 
^jonth  to  include  the  Madawaska  settlement,  extend- 
ing at  least  fifty  miles  up  that  river,  with  no  other 
equivalents  to  us  than  the  limited  right  to  float 
timber  down  that  river,  and  to  the  United  States  the 
small  tracts  adjacent  to  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of 
latitude  in  other  States,  we  could  not  but  express 
our  regret  to  be  thus,  as  it  were,  repelled.  But,  re- 
garding this  rather  as  the  extreme  limit  of  a  claim, 
subject,  notwithstanding  the  strong  language  of 
Lord  Ashburton,  to  be  restrained  and  limited,  we 
deemed  it  proper,  in  our  communication  of  the  IGih 
instant,  after  declining  to  accede  to  the  proposition, 
in  conjunction  with  the  commissioners  of^  Massa- 
chusetts, to  point  out  and  offer  a  conventional  line 
of  boundary  as  therein  specified.  In  fixing  on  this 
line,  we  were  mainly  anxious  to  select  such  a  one 
as  should  at  once  and  pre-eminently  give  to  Great 
Britain  all  that  was  necessary  for  her  understood  ob- 
ject, and  to  preserve  to  Maine  the  remainder  of  her 
territory.  To  accomplish  this  object,  we  departed 
from  the  river,  to  .secure  the  unobstructed  use  of  the 
aecuRtomed  way  from  Gluebec  to  Hal ifax .  We  are 
not  aware  that  anjr  objection  has  been  made,  from 
any  quarter,  to  this  line,  as  not  giving  up  to  Great 
Britain  all  that  she  needed,  or  could  reasonably  ask, 
for  the  above  purp06e.  And  although  Lord  Ash- 
burton did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  "examine  the 
line  proposed)  in  its  precise  details/'  or  to  look  at 


a  map  on  which  it  could  most  readily  be  traced;  and 
although  he  has  seen  fit  to  say  that  he  was  "quite 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a  proposal,"  yet  he  has 
not  intimated  that  the  line  suggested  fails,  in  any 
respect,  to  meet  the  object  we  hadin  view,  and  which 
we  frankly  and  readily  avowed.  It  is  well  known 
to  vou,  sir,  that  we  had  determined  upon  no  such 
innexible  adherence  to  that  exact  demarcation  as 
would  have  prevented  us  from  changing  it,  upon 
any  reasonable  evidence  that  it  did  not,  in  every 
respect,  meet  the  requirements  of  the  above-stated 
proposition,  in  relation  to  a  perfect  line  of  commu- 
nication. But  believing  then,  as  we  do  now,  that  it 
did  thus  meet  all  these  requirements;  and  althbugh 
it  was,  as  we  feel  bound  to  say,  the  general  and  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  people  of  Maine  that  any 
relinquishment,  On  our  part,  of  jurisdiction  and  ter- 
ritory, would  be,  in  paarl  at  least,  compensated  from 
that  strip  of  contiguous  territoiy  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  St.  John;  yet,  when  we  were  solemnly  assured 
that  no  such  cession  could  be  made  under  his  Lord- 
ship's instructions,  we  forebpre  to  press  for  this 
reasonable  and  just  exchange,  and  contented  our- 
selves with  accepting  the  limited  right  of  navigation 
of  the  river,  as  the  only  equivalent  from  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  we  oflTered  to 
surrender.  And.  as  you  will  remark,  we  offered 
not  merely  a  right  of  way  on  land  for  a  similar 
easement  on  the  water,  but  the  entire  and  absolute 
title  to  the  land  and  jurisdiction  of  the  large  tract 
north  and  east  of  the  line  specified.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  it  preserves  to  us  a  frontier  in  a  forest 
almost  impenetrable  on  the  north,  which  would  de- 
fend itself  by  its  own  natural  character;  and  that,  if 
anything  should  be  deducted  from  the  agricuhural 
value  of  that  portion  beyond  the  Madawaska  settle- 
ments, on  account  of  its  ruggedness  and  its  want  of 
attraction  to  settlers,  much  may  justly  be  added  to 
its  value  as  a  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

The  value  of  this  tract  to  Great  Britain,  both  in 
a  civil  and  military  point  of  view,  cannot  be  over- 
looked, it  gives  her  the  much  coveted  route  for 
the -movement  of  troops  in  war,  and  her  mails  and 
passengers  in  peace,  and  is  most  particularly  im- 
portant in  case  of  renewed  ouibreats  in  her  North 
American  colonies.  The  assumption  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  Madawaska  settlement,  and  tne  perti- 
nacity with  which  it  hfK  been  maintained,  are  prac- 
tical evidence  of  the  value  attached  to  the  tract  by 
the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

We  have  alluded  to  these  views  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  this  territory,  not  with  any  design  of 
expressing  our  regret  that  we  thus  oflTered  it,  but  to 
show  that  we  are  fully  aware  of  all  these  views 
and  circumstances  affecting  tbe  question,  and  that 
we  duly  appreciate  the  far- seeing  sagacity  and  pru- . 
dence  of  those  British  statesmen  who  so  early  at- 
tempted to  secure  it  as  a  cession,  by  negotiation, 
and  the  suggestion  of  equivalents. 

The  answer  of  Lord  Ashburton  lo  your  note  of 
the  8th  instant,  contained  a  distinct  rejection  of  our 
offer,  with  a  substantial  withdrawal  of  his  claim  to 
any  territory  south  of  the  river  St.  John,  but  not 
DHxiifying  the  claim  for  tbe  relinquishment,  on  the 
part  of  Maine  and  the  United  States,  of  all  north 
of  that  river.  Our  views  in  reference  to  many  of 
tbe  topics  in  his  Lordship's  reply  we  have  had  the 
honor  heretofore  to  communicate  to  you,  in  our 
note  of  the  16ih  instant;  and  to  that  answer  we 
would  now  refer,  as  forming  an  important  part  of 
this  negotiation,  and  as  containing  our  refusal  of 
the  line  indicated.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  con- 
sider the  final  proposition  made  by  or  through  the 
Gtovernment  or  tbe  United  States,  for  our  consider- 
ation and  acceptance.  The  line  indicated  may  be 
shortly  defined  as  the  line  recommended  by  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  an  addition  thereto 
of  a  strip  of  land,  at  the  base  of  tbe  highlands,  run- 
ning to  the  source  of  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John.  The  examination  and  consideration  of 
all  other  lines,  which  might  belter  meet  our  views 
and  obj^ts.  have  been  precluded  by  the  declara- 
tion, and  other  plenary  evidence  we  have,  that  tbe 
line  .specified  in  your  communication  is  the  most 
advantageous  that  can  be  offered  to  us;  and  that  no 
one  of  less  extent,  or  yielding  in  fact  less  to  the  other 
party,  can  be  deemed  admissible.  We  are,  there- 
fore, brought  to  the  single  and  simple  considera- 
tion of  the  question — whether  we  can,  consistently 
with  our  views  of  our  duty  lo  the  State  we  repre- 
sent, accept  the  proposition  submitted  by  you. 

So  far  as  any  claim  is  interposed,  based  upon  a 
supposed  equity  arising  from  the  recommendation 
ol  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  we  have  only  to 


refer  to  our  former  note  for  our  views  on  that 
topic.  We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  we  came  to 
this  conference  untrammelled  and  free,  to  see  if,  in 
a  spirit  of  amity  and  equity,  we  could  not  find  and 
agree  upon  some  new  line,  which,  whilst  it  yielded 
all  that  was  needed  by  one  party,  might  fiurly  be 
-the  motive  and  groundwork  for  equivalent  territo- 
ry or  rights  granted  to  the  other;  and  that  we  can- 
not make  any  admission,  or  consent  to  any  propo- 
sition, which  would  not  revive,  but  put  vitality  and 
power  into  that  which,  up  to  this  time,  has  never 
possessed  eiiher.  We  mise  our  whole  action  on 
grounds  entirely  independent  of  that  advice  of  the 
arbiter. 

It  may  possibly  be  intimated  in  this  connexion, 
as  it  has  more  than  once  been  heretofore,  that  the 
commissioners  of  Maine,  and  the  people  of  that 
State,  are  disposed  to  regard  the  whole  territory  as 
clearly  falling  within  their  rightful  limits,  and  are 
not  willing  to  consider  the  question  as  one  in  doubt 
and  dispute,  and,  therefore,  one  to  be  settled  as  if 
each  party  had  nearly  or  quite  equal  claims.  Cer- 
tainly, sir,  tbe  people  and  the  Government  of  Maine 
do  not  deny  that  the  question  has  been  drawn  into 
dispute.  They  have  had  too  many  and  too  recent 
painful  evidences  of  that  fact,  to  allow  such  a 
doubt,  however  much  at  a  loss  they  may  be  to  per^ 
ceive  any  just  or  tenable  grounds  on  which  the 
adversary  claim  is  based.  For  years  they  have 
borne  and  forborne,  and  struggled  to  mainiam  their 
rights,  in  a  peaceable  and  yet  unflinching  spirit, 
against  what  appeared  to  them  injustice  from  abroad 
and  neglect  at  home.  But  they  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  mere  iact  that  an  adverse  claim  is  made 
and  persisted  in,  and  maintained  by  ingenuity  and 
ability  for  a  series  of  vears,  increasing  in  extent 
and  varying  its  grounds  as  years  roll  on,  is  to  be 
,  regarded  as  a  reason  why  courtesy  should  require, 
in  opposition  to  the  fact,  a  relinquishment  of  the 
plain,  explicit,  and  sincere  language  of  perfect  con- 
viction and  unwavering  confidence;  or  that  a  con- 
tinued, adverse,  and  resisted  claim,  may  yet,  by 
mere  la^e  of  time  and  reiteration,  ripen  into  a 
right.  But  we  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  remember- 
ed that,  in  this  attempt  to  negotiate  for  a  cmiven- 
tional  line,  Maine  has  not  insisted,  or  even  request- 
ed, that  any  formal  or  virtual  admission  of  her  ti- 
tle 10  the  whole  territory  should  be  a  condition  pre- 
liminary to  a  settlement  We  hold,  and  we  claim, 
the  right  to  express,  at  ail  times,  and  in  all  suitable 
places,  our  opinion  of  the  perfect  right  of  Maine  to 
the  whole  territory;  but  we  have  never  assumed  it 
as  a  point  of  honor  that  our  adversary  should  ac- 
knowledge it.  Indeed,  we  have  endeavored  to 
view  the  subject  rather  in  reference  to  a  settlement 
on  very  hard  terms  for  u.s,  than  to  dwell  on  the 
strong  aspect  of  the  case,  when  we  look  at  the  na- 
ked question  of  our  right  and  title  under  the  treaty. 
It  could  hardiv  be  expected,  however,  that  we  should 
silently,  and  thus  virtually,  acquiesce  in  any  assump- 
tion that  our  claim  was  unsustained,  and  that  **the 
treaty  line  was  not  executable."  On  this  point  we 
expressed  ourselves  fully  in  a  former  note. 

In  returning  to  the  direct  consideration  of  the  last 
proposition,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  attending  ' 
it,  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  our  State,  we  few 
bound  to  declare,  and  we  confidently  appeal  to  you, 
sir,  in  confirmation  of  the  declaration,  that  this  ne- 
goiiaiion  has  been  conducted,  on  our  part,  with  no 
mercenary  views,  and  with  no  design  to  extort  un- 
reasonable equivalents  or  extravagant  compensa- 
tion. Tbe  Slate  of  Maine  has  always  felt  an  insu- 
perable repugnance  lo  parting  with  any  portion 
even  of  her  disputed  territory,  for  mere  pecuniary 
recompense,  from  adverse  claimants.  I^e  comes 
here  lor  no  mere  bargain  for  tbe  sale  of  acres,  in 
the  spirit  or  with  the  arts  of  traffic.  Her  commis-. 
sioners  have  been  much  less  anxious  to  secure  ben- 
efit and  recompense,  than  to  preserve  the  State  from 
unnecessary  curtailment  and  dismemberment.  The 
proposition  we  made  is  evidence  of  the  fact.  We 
have  heretofore  expressed  some  opinions  of  the 
mutual  character  of  the  benefits  to  each  party  from 
the  free  navigation  of  tbe  St.  John.  Without  enter- 
ing, however,  upon  the  particular  consideration  of 
the  terms  and  conditions,  which  we  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  do,  we  distinctly  state  that  our  re- 
pugnance to  the  line  is  based  upon  the  extent  of 
territory  required  to  be  yielded.  We  may,  how- 
ever, in  passing,  remark,  that  all  the  pecuniary 
offers  contained  in  your  note,  most  liberally  con- 
strued, would  scarcely  recompense  and  repay  to 
Maine  the  amount  or  money  and  interest  which 
she  has  actually  expended  in  defending  and  pro- 
tecting the  territory  from  wrongs  arising  luu) 


CONORESSrONAL  GLOBE. 


31 


threatened  by  reason  of  Its  condition  as  disputed 
^roond. 

Considering,  then,  this  proposition  as  involving 
the  surrender  of  more  territory  than  the  avowed 
obiects  of  ESngland  require,  as  removing  our  land- 
marks from  the  well-known  and  well-defined  bound- 
ary of  the  treaty  of  ITSa— the  crest  of  the  high- 
lands— behides  insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter 
in  its  full  extent,  we  feel  bound  to  say,  after  the 
most  careful  and  anxious  consideration,  that  we 
cannot  bring  our  minds  to  the  conviction  that  the 
prmosal  is  such  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

But  we  are  not  unaware  of  the  expectations 
which  have  been,  and  still  are,  entertained  of  a  fa- 
vorable issue  to  this  negotiation  by  the  Government 
and  people  of  this  country,  and  the  great  disap  • 
pointment  which  would  l>e  felt  and  expressed  at  its 
lailure.  Nor  are  we  unmindful  of  the  future, 
warned,  as  we  have  been,  by  the  past,  that  any  at- 
tempts to  determine  the  line  by  arbitration  may  be 
either  fruitless,  or  with  a  result  more  to  be  de- 
plored. 

We  are  now  given  to  understand  that  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  representing  the  sove- 
reigntjT  of  the  Union,  assents  to  the  proposal;  and 
that  this  department  of  the  Government  at  least  is 
anxious  for  its  acceptance,  as,  in  its  view,  most  ex- 
pedient for  the  general  good. 

The  comnussioners  of  Massachusetts  have  al- 
ready given  their  assent,  on  behalf  of  that  Com- 
moiiw^th.  Thus  situated,  the  commissioners  of 
Blaine,  invoking  the  spirit  of  attachment  and  pat- 
riotic devotion  of  their  State  to  the  Union,  and 
being  willing  to  yield  to  the  deliberate  convictions 
of  her  sister  States  as  to  the  path  of  duty,  and  to  in- 
terpose no  obstacles  to  an  adjustment  which  the 
Seneral  judgment  of  the  nation  shall  pronounce  as 
onorable  and  expedient,  even  if  that  judgment 
shall  lead  to  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birth- 
right of  the  people  of  their  State,  and  prized  by  them 
because  it  is  their  birthright,  have  determined  to 
overcome  their  objections  to  the  proposal,  so  far 
as  to  say.  that  if.  upon  mature  consideration,  the 
Senate  or  the  United  States  shall  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  corresponding  in 
its  terma  with  your  proposal,  and  with  the  condi- 
tioDs  in  our  memorandum  accompanying  this  note, 
(marked  A,') and  identified  by  our  signatures,  they, 
by  virtue  or  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  re- 
sdves  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  give  the  assent 
of  that  State  to  such  conventional  line,  with  the 
terms,  conditions,  and  equivalents,  herein  men- 
tioned. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS, 
WILLIAM  P.  PREBLE. 
Hon.  DkHiEu  Webster, 

&C.,  dLC,  &C. 

A. 

The  commissioners  of  Maine  request  that  the  fol- 
lowing provisions,  or  the  substance  thereof,  shall 
be  incorporated  into  the  proposed  treaty,  should  one 
be  agreed  on : 

1st.  That  the  amount  of  "the  disputed  territory 
fund"  (so  called)  received  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Brunswick,  for  limber  cut  on  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, shall  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
use  ofMaineand  Massach^usetis,  in  full,  and  a  par- 
ticular account  rendered,  or  a  gross  sum,  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  shall  be  paid  by  Great  Britain,  as  a 
seulement  of  that  fund;  and  that  all  cfaims,  bonds, 
and  securities^  taken  for  timber  cut  upon  the  terri- 
tory, be  transferred  to  the  authorities  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts. 

2d.  That  all  grants  of  land  within  that  portion  of 
the  disputed  territorv  conceded  to  Great  Britain, 
made  by  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  or  either  of 
them,  shall  be  confirmed,  and  all  equitable  po?»es- 
sorv  titles  shall  be  quieted,  to  those  who  possess  the 
claimsf  and  we  assent  to  a  reciprocal  provision  for 
the  benefit  of  seUlers  falling  within  the  limits  of 
Maine.  And  we  trust  that  the  voluntary  sugges- 
tion of  the  British  minister,  in  regard  to  John 
Baker,  and  any  others,  if  there  be  any,  similarly  sit- 
uated, will  be  carried  into  efi'ect,  so  as  to  secure 
their  rights. 

3d.  That  the  right  of  free  navigation  of  the  St. 
John,  as  set  forth  in  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  shall  extend 
to  and  inclaae  the  products  of  the  soil,  in  the  same 


manner  as  the  products  of  the  forest;  and  that  no 
toll,  tax,  or  duty  be  levied  upon  timber  coming 
from  the  territory  of  Maine. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  ffllNT, 
JOHN  OTIS, 
WM.  P.  PREBLE. 

TV  New  Hampshire  delegation  in  Congress  to  the 

President. 

WASEnNOTON,  July  15,  1842. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  composing  the  delegation 
of  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  have  received  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
respect  to  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  State 
which  Is  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

"&TATE  OF  NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 


u 


IN    THE    YEAR    OF    OUR    LOBD  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT 
BCNDRBD  AND  FORTY-TWO. 

'^Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreserUa- 
tives  in  Qeneral  Court  convened^  That  his  excel- 
lency the  Grovemor  request  oar  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  during  the  pending  negotiations 
at  Washington,  relative  to  the  Northern  and  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  to  best  sus- 
tain the  rights  of  this  State  to  the  territory  over 
which  we  have  always  heretofore  claimed  and  ex- 
ercised jurisdiction;  and  that  sach  papers,  docu- 
ments, and  information,  be  transmitted  to  them  by 
his  excellency  as  may  aid  in  carrying  into  efiect 
the  object  of  this  resolution." 

.  The  undersigiied  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the 
right  of  the  State  to  the  territory  in  controversy  is, 
as  they  believe,  incontrovertible;  and,  before  any 
arrangement  shall  be  made  which  looks  to  any  relin- 
quishment of  that  right,  in  any  degree,  it  is  their 
wish,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  to  present  such  docu- 
ments and  facts  as  tend  to  show  the  impropriety 
ofsu(hacourse. 

With  great  respect, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
LEONARD  WILCOX, 

Senators. 
CHAS.  G.  ATHERTON, 
EDMUND  BURKE, 
TRISTRAM  SHAW, 
IRA  A.  EASTMAN, 
JOHN  R.  REDING, 
Membe-rs  of  the  House  of  Represeni-atives. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Webster  to  the    New  Hampshire  delegation  in 

Congress. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  July  18, 1842. 

Gentlemen:  The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  transmitted  to  this  department  a  letter,  dated 
the  15th  instant,  from  the  delegation  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  in  both  Houses  ia  Congress,  com- 
municating a  copy  of  a  resolution,  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  Slate,  respecting  a  portion  of  her 
territory  which  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  and 
intimating  that,  pending  the  present  negotiations  at 
Washington,  relative  to  the  Nonhem  and  North- 
eastern Boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  beiore 
any  arrangement  shall  be  made  for  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  territory  refer- 
red to,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  delegation  to  present 
such  documents  and  facts  as  lend  to  show  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  course. 

The  Secretary  of  State  would  be  very  hatpy  to 
receive  from  the  delegation  of  New  Hampsnire  a 
statement  of  what  they  consider  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory to  which  the  resolution  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture is  supposed  to  refer;  and,  also,  any  such  doc- 
uments or  proofs  of  any  such  facts  as  they  may 
think  it  important  to  lay  before  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c , 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

The  New  HAMPsnreE  Delegation  in  Congrebs 

The  Neie  Hampshire  Delegation  in  Congress  to  Mr. 

Webster. 

Washington,  July  19,  1842. 

The  undersigned  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  18th  instant,  in  re- 
ply to  a  communication  dated  the  15th  instant, 
wnich  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
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the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
a  resolution,  passed  by  the  Legislature  ol  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  respecting  a  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  that  State  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  receive  from  the  delegation  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  '*a  statement  of  what  they  consid- 
er the  extent  of  territory,  to  which  the  resolution 
of  the  State  Legislature  is  supposed  to  refer;  and 
also  any  such  documents  or  proofs  of  any  such  facts 
as  they  may  think  it  important  to  lay  before  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;"  the  undersign- 
ed beg  leave  to  ref^r  to  the  following  documents 
and  papers,  among  others,  as  furnishing  a  full 
statement  of  the  claims  and  rights  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and 
as  also  defining  it  boundaries. 

1.  The  argument  of  the  Honorable  William  C. 
Bradley,  furnished  the  commissioners  under  the 
5ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  GKient. 

2.  Thestatementof  the  Honorable  Albert  Galla- 
tin, prepared  for  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

3.  An  historical  sketch  of  the  Northern  boundaiy 
of  New  Hampshire,  published  in  the  2d  volume  of 
the  Collections  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New 
Hampshire,  page  267. 

4.  A  report  of  commissioners  of  the  Stale  of 
New  Hampshire,  dated  November  23, 1836,  which 
is  to  be  found  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 25ih  Congress,  3d  session,  Report  No. 
176— No  6  of  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  undersigned  are  expecting  to  receive  further 
documents  upon  the  subject,  from  his  excellency 
the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  which,  when 
received,  they  will  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 
We  liave  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
L.  WILCOX, 

Senators  of  New  Hampshire. 
IRA  A.  EASTMAN, 
EDMUND  BURKE, 
JOHN  R.  REDING, 
TRISTRAM  SHAW, 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Honorable  Daniel  Webstbb.  * 

P.  S.  We  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  com- 
missioners above  alluded  to,  and  also  the  2d  vol- 
ume of  Historical  Collections.  You  will  oblige 
us  by  returning  the  latter  when  you  may  have  no 
further  use  for  it. 

The  other  documents  are  on  file  in  the  State  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Stuart  to  Mr.  Wdfster. 

WASHOfOTON,  July  7th,  1842. 
Sia:  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  which  you  were 
pleased  to  make  of  me  yesterday,  I  would  remark, 
that  Sugar  Island,  situate  in  the  river  Ste.  Marie, 
a  short  distance  below  Fort  Brady,  is,  as  to  soil, 
very  excellent;  and  it  abounds  in  the  finest  (sugar) 
maple  trees  to  be  found  anywhere;  the  inhabitants 
of  our  side  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  derive  a  hand- 
some revenue  H'om  the  sugar  and  sirup  which 
they  annually  make  on  this  island.  It  would  be 
a  great  disappointment  to  the  people  of  that  region 
to  lose  it.  Besides,  is  the  faith  of  the  nation  not 
pledged  for  its  pretervation,  by  the  treaty  held 
with  the  Chippewas  in  1826,  which  provided  for 
half-breed  reservations  on  this  islandl 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  very  great  importance, 
that  the  right  or  passage  be  secured  for  American 
vessels,  between  the  island  of  Bois  Blanc,  in  the 
river  Detroit,  (c^posite  Fort  Maiden,)  and  the 
British  shore;  the  channel  is  only  200  to  300  yards 
wide,  and  is  entirely  commanded  both  by  the  island 
and  Fort  Maiden.  At  present,  there  is  no  other 
passage  for  our  larger  class  of  vessels,  steamboats, 
&c.;  and  it  will  require  much  time  and  expense  to 
render  the  old  passage  south  of  Gros  Isle  availa- 
ble. In  short,  the  right  of  using  the  British  chan- 
nel is,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am.  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  STUART. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbster, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Iklafield  to  Mr.  Praser. 

New  York,  July  20, 1842. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  looked  over  the  letter  of  Mr. 
F.  Webster  to  vou,  as  you  desired,  and  perceive 
ihat  it  is  some  ''particular  lopograpnical  informa- 
tion," more  especially,  that  the  Secreuiry  desires 
concerning  the  country  between  Lake  Superior  and 
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khe  Lake  of  the  Woods.  That  district  was  tho- 
roughly explored  by  Messrs.  Fergason  and  Whist- 
ler, the  surv^ors  of  our  party,  and  by  myself,  as 
the  United  States  agent. 

We  all  proceeded  inland,  by  the  Grand  Portage 
route,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  I  had  previously 
obtained  much  information  to  prove  that  there  was 
a  more  northern  route  l^  a  well-known  Long  Lake j 
;and  the  only  lake  known  by  that  name,  some  dis- 
tance north  of  the  Grand  Portage  route;  and  as  it 
liMcame  my  duty  to  claim  that  as  the  true  route, 
^having  mscovered,  too,  that  the  British  commis- 
sioners intended  to  claim  by  the  Fond  du  Lac 
route,)  I  return^  by  that  northern  route  to  Lake 
Superior,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Whistler;  we  con- 
sequently saw  more  of  the  country  than  any  others 
of  the  party. 

As  yon  are  aware,  my  claim  ta  the  northern  route 
was  sustained  l^  the  American  commissioners,  and 
i)ecame  a  subject  of  final  disagreement.  - 

The  only  other  difference  was  in  relation  to  the 
claim  I  made  to  the  St.  Gteorge  island,  in  the  river 
St.  Mary,  which  was  also  sanctioned  by  General 
Porter,  tne  American  commissioner,  and  is  a  good 
claim,  I  think,  by  all  the  evidence  in  the  case. 

As  to  top<4rraphical  information,  some  can  be 
liad  by  reference  to  the  maps  and  discussions  which 
were  deposited  by  me  in  die  State  Department,  July 
S4, 1824.  Besides  the  journal  of  the  commission- 
ers, I  also  deposited  the  journal  of  the  agent,  more 
in  detail,  containing  all  the  claims  and  discussions, 
Ac»  at  length. 

The  fhce  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  rocky, 
and  barren,  for  nearly  the  whole  distance  in  ques- 
tion. Throughout  my  journeys,  I  may  say,  I  saw 
but  little  except  rock  and  water.  My  route  w^ 
necessarily  confined  to  the  watercourses;  but,  when- 
ever I  ascended  a  height,  it  was  the  same  dreary 
prespect  in  all  directions,  every  valley  between 
such  heights  being  a  little  lake,  or  the  discharge  of 
a  watercourse. 

'  As  an  agricultural  district,  it  has  no  value  or 
interest,  even  prospectively,  in  my  opinion.  If  the 
climate  were  suitable,  (wnich  it  is  not,)  I  can  only 
say  that  I  never  saw,  in  my  explorations  there,  tilla- 
ble land  enough  to  sustain  any  permanent  popula- 
tion sufficienuy  numerous  to  justify  other  settle- 
ments than  those  of  the  fur-traders,  and,  I  might 
add,  fishermen.  The  fur-traders  there  occupied 
nearly  ail  those  places;  and  the  opinion  now  ex- 
pressed is  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  entertained 
by  those  most  experienced  in  these  Northwestern 
regions. 

Therels,  nevertheless,  much  interest  felt  by  the 
iVir-lraders  on  this  subject^f  boundaij.  To  them  it 
is  of  much  importance,  as  they  conceive;  andit  is,  in 
fact,  of  national  importance.  Had  the  British 
commissioner  consented  to  proceed  by  the  Pigeon 
river,  which  is  the  Long  Lake  of  Mitchell's  map,  it 
IS  probable  there  would  have  been  an  agreement. 
There  were  several  reasons  for  his  pertinacity,  and 
for  this  disagreement;  which  belong,  however,  to 
the  private  history  of  the  commission,  and  can  be 
stated  when  required.  The  Pigeon  river  is  a  con- 
tinuous watercourse.  The  St.  G^eorge's  island,  in 
the  St.  Mary  river,  is  a  valuable  island,  and  worth 
as  much,  perhaps,  as  most  of  the  country  between 
the  Pigeon  river  and  Dog  river  route,  claimed  for 
the  United  States,  in  an  agricultural  sense. 

Mr.  Ferguson  is,  I  believe,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Wilmington^  Delaware.  He  can  give  the  desired 
topographical  .information.  I  have  a  complete  and 
daily  journal,  descriptive  of  the  country  passed 
over,  but  have  no  time  to  refer  to  it  this  evening;  it 
would  confirm  my  general  remarks,  however. 

I  am  now  on  the  eve  of  departure  with  my  family 
for  Suffolk  cotmty,  Long  bland.  Be  pleased  to  say 
to  Mr.  Webster  that  any  and  all  the  information  or 
assistance  I  can  five  is  at  his  command;  but  that.  If 
possible,  I  hope  it  may  be  by  correspondence  rather 
than  a  personal  visit,  as  my  engagements  here,  jubt 
now,  are  such  as  to  make  a  jaunt  to  Washington 
rather  inconvenient.  Should  topographical  inform- 
ation only  be  desired,  and  the  present  is  not  satis- 
factory, I  would  refer  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, and  would  myself  refer  to  my  journal.  I  shall 
be  absent  from  the  city  until  the  4th  of  Augast. 
TJntil  (say)  August  1,  my  address  will  be  at 
'^Ctuoque,  Suffolk  county,  Long  Island."  You  are 
quite  at  liberty  to  show  these  hasty  remarks  to  Mr. 
Webster.  In  short,  it  is  better  to  do  so  than  to  re- 
peat them;  and  I  would  prefer  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOS.  DBLAFI£LD. 

Major  D.  Fbamr. 


Mr,  Webster  to  Mr.  Fergv^on, 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  July  25,1842. 

Sir:  Having  \)^en  astronomer  and  surveyor  to  the 
commissioners  under  the  7th  article  of  tne  treaty 
of  Ghent,  and  having,  as  I  understand,  explored  the 
country  personally  and  thoroughly,  fromXake  Su- 
perior to  the  Lake  of  the  WocSs,  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  give  me  information  in  respect  to  two  or 
three  subjects  of  inquiry. 

In  the  nrst  place,  be  kind  enough  to  describe  the 
Pigeon  river,  its  estuary  or  hay  at  its  moufh,  its 
size,  and  the  nature  of  its  channel  and  current  in 
the  last  five  or  ten  miles  of  its  course.  Be  pleased 
to  say  whether  the  estuary  of  this  river,  and  its  po- 
sition and  bearing  in  relation  to  He  Royale,  may 
naturally  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  Long 
Lake  spoken  of  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 

What  is  the  general  nature  of  the  country  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river  and  the  Rainy 
Lake7  Of  what  formation  is  it,  and  how  is  its  sur- 
face; and  will  any  considerable  pan  of  its  area  be  fit 
for  cultivation^  Are  its  waters  active  and  running 
streams,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  Statesl  Or 
are  they  dead  lakes,  swamps,  and  morassesl  If  the 
latter  be  their  general  character,  at  what  point,  as 
you  proceed  westward,  do  the  waters  receive  a 
more  decided  character  as  running  streams? 

There  are  said  to  be  two  lines  of  communication, 
each  partly  by  water  and  partly  by  portages,  from 
the  neighbornood  of  Pigeon  river  to  the  Rainy 
Lake;  one  by  way  of  Fowl  Lakes,  the  Saganaga 
Lake,  and  the  Cypress  Lake;  the  other  by  way  of 
Arrow  river  and  lake;  then  by  way  of  Saganaga 
Lake,  and  through  the  river  Maligne,  meeting  the 
other  route  at  Lake  La  Croix,  and  through  the 
river  Namekan  in  the  Rainy  Lake.  X)o  you  know 
any  reason  for  attaching  great  preference  to  either 
of  these  two  linesl  Or  doyou  consider  it  of  no  im- 
portance, in  any  point  of  view,  which  may  be 
agreed  to7  Please  be  full  and  particular  on  these 
several  points. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

James  Fbrguson,  Esq., 

Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Afr.  Ferguson  to  Mr.  Webster, 

WAsmNOTON,  July  25,  1842. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  to-day,  desiring  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  character  of  tbe  region  northwestward 
of  Lake  Superior,  which  comprehends  the  several 
practised  and  customary  routes  between  that  lake 
and  tbe  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

In  reply,  I  submit  the  following  statement,  which 
will  give,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  desired  informa- 
tion: 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river,  there  is  prob- 
ably about  three  hundred  yards  inlength  of  alluvial 
formation;  but  the  river  above  that,  as  far  as  to 
near  Fort  Charlotte,  rnns  between  steep  cut  rocks 
of  basaltic  or  primitive  formation,  and  is  a  suc- 
cession oi  falls,  and  rapids  for  nearly  its  whole 
length — the  last  cataract,  which  is  within  about  a 
mile  of  its  mouth,  being  almost  one  hundred  feet 
in  height.  You  will,  perhaps,  understand  the 
formation  of  the  country  better,  when  I  mention 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior  consists  of  these  sheer  rocky  escarp- 
ments, from  six  hundred  to  nine  hundred  feet 
high,  and  that  the  sources  of -.most  of  the  rivers 
which  have  cut  their  channels  into  the  lake  lie 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  its  verge. 

There  is,  really,  not  much  difference  in  eleva- 
tion beiween  South  Fowl  Lake  and  the  lakes  of 
the  height  of  land.  The  character  I  have  given  of 
Pigeon  river  will  serve  also  for  the  Arrow  river, 
excepting  that  the  latter  has  a  reach  of  about  two 
miles  of  still  water. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bay  of  the  Pigeon  river 
is  the  Long  Lake  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  It  is  de- 
signated by  that  name  on  Mitchell's  map,  which, 
at  that  time,  was  the  only  map  existing  of  these 
regions,  and  was  proven,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
John  Adams  and  Mr.  John  Jay,  to  have  been  the 
only  geographical  description  before  the  negotia- 
tors of  the  first  treaty.  Though  evidently  defec- 
tive and  erroneous.  It  is^b^t  fair  to  take  it  as  evi- 
dence of  the  intention.  In  addition  to  this  evi- 
dence of  the  construction  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  at 
the  time  it  was  concluded,  we  have  this  fact  fur- 
ther: that,  immediately  after  the  peace,  the  traders 
of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company  destroyed  their 
forts  and  warehouses  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and 


removed  themselves  to  Fort  William,  icn  leftgaes 
on  che  other  side  of  the  Pigeon  river — a  course 
which  could  only  have  been  adopted  for  (he  rea- 
son that  they  supposed  their  previous  locatioii 
would  now  be  on  foreign  territory.  In  addition,  I 
have  never  heard  thi$  construction  of  the  treaty  of 
1783  questioned  by  any  of  the  partners  of  the 
British  Fur  Company  whom  1  have  met  in  that 
quarter. 

To  your  query  as  to  the  character  of  the  country 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  the 
Rainy  Lake,  it  is  more  difficult  to  give  a  distinct 
answer  than  to  any  of  the  others.  The  rivers  here 
are  all  rapid;  those  running  towards  Lake  Su- 
perior are  of  small  size.  Tne  Pigeon  river  and 
Arrow  river  vary  in  width  from  60  to  900  feet, 
and,  as  I  have  said  previously,  are  almost  a  con- 
tinued rapid. 

But  the  rivers  running  northward— the  outlet  of 
Lake  Saisaginegau,  the  river  Maligne,  the  river 
Namecan,  and  the  Rainy  river— are  all  bold  and 
strong  rivers,  and  of  much  greater  width  and  vol- 
ume, carrying  with  them,  through  gentler  slopes, 
the  drainage  of  a  more  extended  surface.  On  the 
plateau  which  makes  the  height  of  land,  and  which 
I  would  define  as  lying  between  the  Fowl  Lake 
and  I^ke  Namecan,  lie  a  group  of  lakes  connect- 
ing nearly  with  each  other,  having  their  sorties 
sometimes  toward  the  Arrow  and  Pigeon  rivers, 
sometimes  toward  the  St.  Louis,  sometimes  toward 
the  Kamanistiquia  and  the  country  of  the  Nipigon, 
and  sometimes  toward  Hudson's  Bay.  In  exam- 
ining, therefore,  the  geography  of  this  country, 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  rivers  aim 
lakes  iodicated  on  tbe  maps  are  only  those  at  pres- 
ent explored,  and  that  there  exist  other  routes  and 
other  connexions,  known  only  to  the  natives,  and 
which  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  country  has 
hitherto  prevented  from  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  fur- traders,  who  are  doubtless  the  persons 
most  interested  in  the  capabilities  of  the  country. 

As  an  agricultural  district,  this  region  will  always 
be  valueless.  The  pine  timber  is  of  high  growth, 
equal  for  spars,  pernaps,  to  the  Norway  pine,  ami 
may,  perhaps,  in  time,  find  a  market;  but  there  are 
no  alluvions,  no  arable  lands,  and  the  whole  conn- 
try  may  be  described  as  one  waste  of  rock  and 
water. 

From  the  outlet  of  the  Rainy  Lake,  the  country 
changes  its  appearance,  the  valleys  of  the-  rivers 
are  wider,  the  timber  of  more  varied  and  luxuriant 
growth,  and  the  country  capable  of  cultivation. 

You  have  desired  roc  also  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  any  preference  which  1  may  know  to  exist 
between  the  several  lines  claimed  as  boundaries 
through  this  country  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

Considering  that  Great  Britain  abandons  her 
claim  by  tbe  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  St.  Louis  river, 
cedes  also  Sugar  island,  (otherwise  called  St. 
George's  island,)  in  the  St.  Marie  river,  and  agrees, 
generally,  to  a  boundary  following  the  old  commer- 
cial route,  commencing  at  the  Pigeon  river,  I  do  not 
think  that  any  reasonable  ground  exists  to  [prevent] 
a  final  determination  of  this  part  of  the  boundary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rest>ectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  FERGUSON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State  oftke  Vniled  States. 

Captain  Talcott  to  Mr.  Webster, 

WAsmNGTON,  July  25, 1842. 

Sir:  The  extent  of  boundary  line  separating  the 
United  States,  and  territory  belonging  tnereto,  from 
the  British  possessions,  and  lying  between  the 
monument  of  the  St.  Croix  and  the  Stony  moun- 
tains, is  estimated  as  follows  for  each  adjacent 
State : 

Maine  (line  as  awarded  by  the  King 

of  Holland)  -           -           -          -  460  miles. 

New  Hampshire         -           -           -  40     " 

Vermont         -           -           -           -  90     " 

New  York       -           -           -           -  420     " 

Pennsylvania  -           -           -          -  30     " 

Ohio 200 

Michigan        ....  740 

Territory  west  of  Lake  Superior       -  1,150 
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Total  length  of  boundary  line 


-  3,130     " 


Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT. 
Hon.  Secbjetaiit  of  State. 


.ji •_ 


CI»4GeS8SIONAL  OLQBE. 


BVmtBSBlON    OP  THE   AFRICAN  BLAVETRADE- 

EXTRADmON. 

LordA»hburtonto  Mr.  Webtter. 

^    _     .      _-        ,  .  Wasbuioton,  AqguM 9.  1W2. 

^  *5L??i5?  3d  article  of  the  conTenUoo  wbteh  I  btTe  Uiit 
dif  flgDad  wttti  you,  there  is  an  agreemeoi  for  the  reciprocal 
*u»«n[ijn  certain  caeee,  ol  crimlnalt  fugUire  from  Justice; 
bit  it  Mcomea  Decowarr  that  I  ebould  apprize  you  that  thie  ar- 
ticle can  have  do  legal  effect  within  the  dominione  of  Great 
Britain,  anul  confirmed  by  act  of  Parliament.  It  icpoeeiblo 
that  PferliaiDent  may  not  be  in  seaeion  before  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  convention;  but  itssanaion  shall  be  ash- 
ed at  the  earliest  pceeible  period,  and  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
talnsd  that  it  wUl  be  given.  In  her  Majesty's  territories  in 
Caoad^  where  caaea  for  acting  under  this  convention  are  lihely 
to  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence,  tlie  Governor  General  has 
snlBdeot  power,  under  authority  of  local  legialation;  and  the 
coovention  will  there  be  acted  upon  so  soon  as  its  ratification 
iball  be  hnowo;  but  ii  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the 
short  delay  which  may  possibly  intervene  in  £^vin«  fuU  efiect 
to  it  where  the  coofinnaUon  by  Parliament  bMomee  uecesoary 
ibrilsezecatioa. 

I  big,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consider- 

AllOfle 

„      ^  «  A8UBURTON. 

Hon.  Damiel  Wbbstsb,  dec.,  Ac.,  d:c. 

Mr,  Paine  to  Mr,  Wtbtter. 

^     ^  Washikoton,  May  2, 184a 

Bo:  The  agreement  between  Commander  William  Tucker, 
of  the  British  ckavy,  and  myself,  Is  so  connected  with  numerous 
iminictioas  respecting  proceediogs  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that 
1  ihoald  fomiah  m  copy  of  all  if  the  object  were  to  JusUfy  my- 
islf;  but  as  tlie  wMi  of  the  State  Department  seems  to  be  to 
aaeartaia  ttM  nature  of  the  agreement  itself,  and  the  action  of 
nywlf  thereon,  and  as  I  wish  co  forward  this  view  promptly,  I 
ahan  raatrid  myself  to  these  pointa  commencing  with  the  agree- 
msot,  of  whicfa  the  fdUowfog  lea  copy: 

Commander  William  Tocher,  of  her  Britannic  Mi^esty's 
doop  Wolverine,  and  senior  ofllcer  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
and  Lieutenant  John  8.  Pame,  commanding  the  United  Stat«fs 
schooner  Grampua,  in  order  to  cairy  into  execution,  as  far  as 
pQariMe,  the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective  Governments 
respecting  the  euppression  of  the  slave  trade,  hereby  request 
eadi  other  and  airee  to  detain  all  vessels  under  American  col- 
or^ found  to  be  ToUv  equipped  tor,  and  engaged  in,  the  alave- 
tnde;  that,  If  proved  to  be  American  property,  they  sball  be 
handed  over  to  the  Unitod  States  acbooner  Grampus,  or  any 
other  American  cruiser;  and  that,  if  proved  to  be  Spanish,  Por- 
tuguese, Braxilian,  or  English  property,  to  any  of  her  Britannic 
M^jasfy'e  cruieera  employed  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
suppiemion  of  the  slave-trade,  so  far  as  their  respective  laws 
and  tnatieswill  permit. 

Signed  and  exchanged  a(  Sierra  Leone,  this  Uthday  of  Match, 

JOHN  S.  PAINE, 
Oomtnanding  the  U.  S.  eehooner  Ctrampue. 
WILIJAM  TUCKER, 
Commanding  H.  B.  M  sloop  Wolverine,  and 
senior  officer  of  the  loeat  eoaet  o/Ajriea. 

The  objects  of  (his  agreement  were,  mainl  v— 

Ist  To  meet  the  very  common  case  with  si 
havingon board  two aetaof  papers. 

ad.  To  let  It  be  known  that  there  subsisted  between  the  Brit* 
irii  and  American  forces  a  good  understanding,  and  a  dispitsition 
to  co-operate  for  the  purpose  indicated,  as  far  as  possible,  with' 
out  vtolatmg  existing  troiUes. 

A  copy  was  forwarded  by  me  tn  the  Navy  Depaitmem,  to 
which  I  received  the  followhig  reply: 

*'Natt  DBPARTinurr,  Jane  4, 184a 
*4ia:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  March  last,  with  its  encloaures, 
has  been  received. 

The  Inscnictlons  given  you  for  your  government,  wiien  you 
left  the  United  States,  while  they  indicated  a  friendly  co  opera- 
tion with  the  commanders  of  the  British  cruisers,  in  the  sup- 
piearion  of  the  slave-irflde  on  the  coast  of  Africs,  aa  likely  to 
aid  in  detecting  the  fraudi  resorted  to  by  those  engaged  in  ft  for 
the  purpose  or  avoiding  disoovery  and  Mcapiog  punishment, 
wertBOC  intended  to  authorise  any  such  arrangement  as  that 
which,  it  appears,  you  have  made  with  the  commander  of  ber 
Britannic  Majeaty's  sloop  Wolverine,  and  by  which  von  delegated 
lo  that  officer  to  seize  vessels  under  American  colors,  and,  un- 
dsr  ceitain  dn-umsiances,  to  dauhi  them,  w  th  a  view  of 
taraiog  them  over  to  the  Grampua,  or  other  United  Slates 


>fe 


slavers— that  of 


"Such  a  delegation  of  power  Is  not  only  unauthorized  by  your 
hMruetione,  but  contrary  to  the  esubllshed  and  well-known 
prindplee  and  policy  of  your  government;  and  is,  therefore,  not 
muctfoned  by  the  department. 

*'Tou  will  make  known  the  views  of  the  department  on  this 
B«h^  10  the  commander  of  the  Wolverine,  and  inform  him 
that  the  arrangement  made  with  him,  having  been  disapproved 
by  your  Government,  cannot,  on  your  part,  be  complied  with; 
the  great  object  of  tlie  co-operation  being  to  obviate  thedifflcul- 
tiis  ofcapture,  growing  out  of  aasuming  Ptmugueee,  English, 
Spanish,  or  Brazilian  colors,  when  overhauled  by  an  Amer- 
ican, or  American  colora  when  overhauled  by  a  British 


■  «s»v«^  s 

*Ter  thie  purpose,  you  are  authorized  to  cruiae  in  company 
and  in  co-operation  with  any  British  vessel  of  war  employ, 
ad  on  the  slave  coast,  in  the  pursuit  of  objects  similar  to  your  , 


**l  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  K.  PAULDING. 
"Lieutenant  John  S.  PAnta, 

ComnuuMling  United  Slates  schooner  Grampus, 
Sierra  Leone,  Coast  of  Africa." 

In  compliance  with  this,  I  addressed  Captain  Tucker  as  fol- 
lows: 

*^^inTBD  Statbc  Scboonxr  Gbampub, 

"April  27, 1841. 

"Sw:  I  am  directed  to  make  known  to  yon  the  views  of  my 
Government  napacdntf  the  agreement  signed  and  exchanged 
wMjou  on  die  11th  of  March,  1840,  at  Sierra  Leone. 

**The  Oecraiary  of  the  Navy  aayr.  *lnferm  him  diat  the  ar- 
Tsngamtni  mnda  with  him,  having  bean  diaauproved  by  your 
n<if  iiiwii,  r  winni,  ob  your  pnrt,  be  complied  with;  ihefveai 


ol:»}ectof  the  co-opetfUotf  being  to  obviate  the  dimcultlea  of 
capture,  growing  out  of  the  practice  adopted  by  alavera,  of  aa- 
auming  Portugueae,  English,  Spanish,,  or  Brszilian  colore, 
when  overhauled  by  American,  or  American  coliHrs  when  over- 
hauled by  a  British  cruiser.  For  this  purpose,  you  are  author- 
ized to  cruiae  m  companyand  in  co.operation  with  any  British 
vea<el  of  war  employed  on  thealave  coast,  hi  the  pursuit  of  ob* 
Jects  similar  to  your  own.^ 

I  "Prom  the  above  extract  you  will  percdve  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  at  Washington  Is  careful  'jo  avoid  giving  counte- 
nance to  the  practice  of  detaining  American  vesaeTs,eveu  though 
they  be  slaven^  unless  by  American  vessels  of  war. 

**The  best,  if  not  the  only  mesne  of  oo-operatioo  left,  would 

em  to  be,  exchanging  information,  or  cruising  in  company. 

"If  anything  can  be  efllected  by  this  vessel  within  such  limits, 
while  on  the  coast,  h  will  be  gratifying  to  me  tosidyou,  orany 
of  her  Majesty*s  officers,  in  ibrwaraing  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject. 

"I  am,  with  very  high  respect,  sbr,  your  obedient  ssrvaot, 

fcJOHN  S.  PAIKB, 
**Lieut.  Commanding. 

**Capt.  WiLUAM  TifCKBB, 

'  Commanding  H.  B.  M.  sloop  Wolverine,  and 
senior  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  naval  forces  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.** 

Hoping  to  meet  Captain  Tucker,  I  did  net  despatch  the  letter: 
but,  finany.  finding  that  his  successor  had  arrived,  I  addfesoed 
to  him  the  following: 

[bxtbact.] 

**U.  S.  SOKOOim  GtlAMPtTB, 

Sierra  Leone,  June  17, 1841. 
"While  cruising  here  lavt  vear,  I  had  made  an  Irrangement 
with  Commander  Wm  Tuckef,  of  a  similar  character  to  that 
recommended:  which,  however,  was  not  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy;  and,  as  I  have  not  fallen  tn  with  Captain 
Tucker  aincethe  receipt  of  a  communication  firom  Wasklng- 
too  on  the  subject,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  enclose  to  yeu  a 
letter  to  Captain  Tucker,  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement  refbrred 
to  therein. 

**\n  conclusioi),  I  tender  to  you  my  siocera  wishes  for  your 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  duties  so  Interesting  to  the  cause 
of  humanltT. 
**I  am,  with  tho  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

**JOHN  S.  PAINB, 

"Lieut.  Commanding. 

^•Capl. , 

Commanding  H  B.  M.  ship  Isis,  and  senior  officer 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa." 

Any  expiresslon  of  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Pauldina*s  letter  lo  me 
would  have  been  improper,  and  would  still  be  Indecorous.  I 
shall  be  grateful  to  be  informed  if  you  think  any  explanation  or 
defence  necessary.    I  have  never  believed  so . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

•  JOHN  S.  PAINB, 

Commander  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Damul  Wbbstbb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Captains  Bell  and  Paine. 

DaPAKTMBNT'op  StATB, 

Waahington,  April  30, 1812. 

Gbntlbmbn:  Your  experience  in  the  service  on  thecoart  of 
Africa  iiaa  probably  enabled  you  to  give  infonuaiJoo  to  the 
Government  on  aoroe  points  connected  with  tlie  slavo-trade  on 
that  coast,  in  respea  to  which  it  is  deeirable  that  the  moot  ac- 
curate knowledge  attainable  ahould  be  possessed.  These  par- 
ticulars are: 

1 .  The  extent  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  along  which  the 
slave-trade  Is  supposed  to  be  carried  on;  with  the  rivers,  creeks, 
iolels,  bays,  haroors,  or  partsof  the  coast,  to  which  it  Is  under- 
stood slave  ships  most  fireqaenily  resoru 

2.  The  space  or  belt  along  the  shore  within  which  oroiasrs 
msy  be  usefully  employed  for  the  purpose  ol  detecting  vessels 
engaf  ed  in  the  traffic. 

3.  The  fsnend  course  of  proceeding  of  a  alave  ship,  after 
leaving  Brazil  or  the  W«si  Indies,  on  a  voyage  to  the  coast  ol 
Africa  for  slaver,  including  her  manner  of  approach  to  the 
shore,  her  previous  bargain  or  arrangement  for  the  purcltase  of 
slaves;  the  dme  of  her  usual  atay  on  or  near  the  coast,  snd  the 
means  by  which  she  baa  communication  with  persons  on 
land. 

4.  The  nature  of  the  stations  or  barracoone  in  which  slaves 
are  collated  on  shore,  tn  be  sold  to  the  traders;  whether  usually 
in  rivers,  creeks,  oi  inlets,  or  on  or  near  the  open  ahore. 

6.  The  iMual  articles  of  equipment  and  preparation,  and  the 
manner  of  fitiina  up,  by  which  a  vessel  is  known  to  be  a  slaver, 
though  not  caught  with  slaves  on  board. 

6.  The  utility  of  employing  vessels  of  dilT  rerK  nations  to 
cruise  together,  so  that  one  or  the  other  might  have  a  right  to 
visit  and  seal  ch  every 'veasel  which  might  be  met  with  under 
suspicious  circumi^ances,  elihei  aa  belonging  to  the  country  of 
the  vesaels  visiting  and  aearching,  or  to  some  other  country 
which  has,  by  treaty,  conceded  such  right  of  visitatkm  and 
ksarch. 

7.  To  what  places  slaves  from  slave  ahlps  could  be  moet  con- 
voniently  taken. 

8.  Finally,  what  number  of  vessels,  and- of  what  size  and  de- 
sciipiion,  it  would  t>e  oeceasdry  to  employ  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  in  order  to  put  an  entire  end  to  the  traffic  in 
slaves;  and  for  what  number  of  years  it  would  probably  be 
tMcessary  to  maintain  such  force,  to  accomplish  that  purpoeel 

You  will  please  to  add  such  observations  aa  the  ataie  of  your 
knowledge  may  allow,  relative  to  the  alave-trade  on  the  eaatem 
coast  of  Afirica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac., 

DANIBL  WEBI^'BR. 
Captains  Bull  and  Paimbs 

United  States  Navy. 

Commanders  Bell  and  Paine  to  the  Seeretarp  qf  State. 

WAaawoTON  Cits,  May  10, 1842 

Suu  Jn  accordance  with  the  wiahes  exptesaed  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  90ih  ultimo,  we  have  the  honw  to  aubmit 
the  following  statement: 

In  reply  lo  the  flitt  partlculari  viz:  "The  extent  of  the  West, 
em  coast  of  Africs,  along  which  the  slave-trade  Is  supposed  to 
be  cnriied  on,  wifth  the  rifera,  creika,  hiletff,  haya,  hnrbofs,  or  I 


partsof  the  onK  to  which  H  to  uMeMMd- Mive  ships  most 
frequently  resort."  "^ 

The  eUve^trade  horn  Weacem  Africa  to  Aimrioa  <is  carried 
on  wholly  between  SeaMal,  laUtude  16  deg  wth,.  lonaituda 
^H^ytt^MdfiMpefno,  in  ladlude  Ig^degl  aowh,  lofwi. 
tude  I2deg.  east,  a  space  Xfollowing  the  windings  of  tlie  c^ 
at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles)  of  more  d)an  4609  rfiile«. 
There  are  seauered  along  the  eoest  five  Bnaljsh.  four  Fref»ch. 
five  American,  six  Portuguese,  sixer  eieM~Datch,  tod  four  or 
five  I>anish  settlements,  besides  many  which  hJlve*  been  aban- 
doned by  their  respective  Governments. 

These  settlements  are  generally  isolated;  many  of  (hem  only 
aTortrass  without  any  town;  while  a  few  are  a  cluster  of  villsfces 
and  farma.  * 

The  Britiah,  French,  and  particularly  the  Amaican  settle- 
ments^ exercise  an  important  mfluence  In  suppressing  the  slate- 
trade. 

The  Influence  of  the  Danea  and  Dutch  is  not  ttfaierial. 

The  Portuguese  influence  Is  supposed  to  favor  the  continu- 
ance of  the  trade,  except  the  eounter-iofloeooe  of  the  Brliisfa, 
through  treaty  stipulations. 

North  of  the  Portuguese  cluster  of  settlements,  of  which  Bis- 
sao  is  the  capital,  and  aouth  of  Kenguela,  (also  Portuguese,) 
there  Is  believed  to  be  no  probability  of  a  revival  of  the  slave- 
trade  to  any  extent. 

Thia  leaves  about  3,000  miles  of  coaat  to  which  the  trade 
(principally  with  Cuba,  Potto  Rico,  and  Brazil)  is  limited. 

There  are  hundreds  of  tradios  places  on  the  coast,  calling 
themselves  **factories,"  and  each  claiming  the  protection  of 
some  civilized  power.  Some  of  these  were  the  sites  of  aban- 
doned colonies;  others  have  been  established  by  trading  com- 
panies or  individuals. 

The  actual  Jurisdiction  of  a  tribe  on  the  coaxt  neidonraxce  ds 
ten  miles,  ihoush  these  small  tribes  are  sometimes  more  or  less 
perfectly  assocta'ed  for  a  greater  distance. 

Of  theae  factories  and  tribes,  a  few  have  never  been  .ilrectly 
engaged  In  the  alave-trade,  and  are  oppoaad  to  it;  but  the  great 
^preponderance  la  of  the  slave-tradiog  inieresL 

To  enumerate  the  rivers  and  inlets  of  ihls  coast  would  not 
convey  a  just  idea  of  ihi  slave  country  or  prsciices,  as  the  em- 
bareation  ofien  takes  place  from  the  beach,  where  Ihe re  ie  no 
inlet;  but  we  will  state  a  fow  of  the  most  noted. 

Commenchag  at  Cape  Roxo,  in  latitude  12  dec.  30  mln. 
north,  and  running  down  the  coast  as  far  ss  the  river  Mellecoree. 
in  latitude  9  deg.  north,  the  8lave.uade  is  more  or  lew  csrricd 
on;  but  (in  consequence  of  the  vigilance  of  cruisers)  not  to  the 
same  extent  it  waa  a  fow  yeara  ago. 

Anpther  portion  of  the  coaat,  from  the  limits  of  ihe  Sierra 
Leone  colony  to  Cape  Mount,  (a  apace  including  the  mouths  of 
six  or  more  rivers,)  the  slave-trade  la  extensively  proseruied. 
Here  commences  the  iuriadiction  of  the  American  Ck>loniz<iiion 
Society,  which  exieoos  to  Grand  Bassa.  There  are  several  slave 
atalions  between  Grand  Bafsa  and  Cape  Palmes.  From  thence 
eastwardly  to  Cape  Coast  caatle,  aituaied  near  the  meridian  of 
Greenwich,  we  believe  there  are  no  slave  stations;  but  east- 
ward of  thia,  and  in  the  bighta  of  Benin  and  Biafra,  along  the 
whole  coast,  (which  includes  the  mouths  of  liie  great  nvera 
Benin, Ftirmoea, Nun,  old  and  new  Calabar,  Bouny,  Gamerona, 
Gaboon,  and  Congo,)  with  few  exceptions,  down  toBenguela, 
In  latitude  13  df  g.  south,  the  slave-tiade  Is  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  extent.  • 

2d.  "The  space  or  belt  along  the  shore,  within  which  cruiseA 
may  be  usefully  employed,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  vessels 
engaged  in  the  traffic." 

Men  of  war  should  alwaya  cruise  aa  near  the  shore  as  the 
safety  of  the  vessel  will  admit,  la  order  to  take  sdvaoiage 
of  the  land  and  sea  breezes.  Twenty  or  thirtv  miles  from  the 
coast  there  sre  continual  calms,  where  vessels  are  tubjeci  to 
vexatious  delays;  besides  which,  ships  engaged  in  the  slave- 
trade  keep  close  m  with  the  land,  in  order  to  reach  their  places 
of  destination. 

3d.  "The  general  course  of  proceeding  of  a  riave  ship,  after 
leaving  Brazil  or  the  West  Indies,  on  a  voyage  to  the  coaat  of 
Africa,  for  slavea,  Including  her  manner  of  approach  to  the 
shore,  her  previous  bargain  or  arrangements  for  the  purchaae 
of  slavea,  the  time  of  her  usual  stay  on  or  near  the  coast,  and 
the  meana  by  which  ahe  has  communication  vrith  persona  on 
land." 

Vessels  bound  from  the  coast  of  Brazil,  or  the  West  Indies^ 
to  the  coast  of  Africa,  are  obliged,  in  consequence  of  the  trade 
winds  to  run  nonh  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  thirty  or  thirty  five, 
to  gel  Into  the  variable  winds;  thence  to  ihe  eastward,  uniii  they 
reainh  the  longitude  of  Cape  Vnd  Islands;  then  steer  lo  the 
southward  to  their  port  of  destination;  and,  if  bound  aa  far  to 
the  eastward  as  the  Gulf  of  Guines,  usually  make  the  land 
near  Cape  Mount  or  Cape  Palmas.  VeeKis  from  Brazil  bound 
to  the  southern  pan  of  the  coast  of  Africa  run  south  as  far  aa 
the  latitude  of  36  deg.  south,  and  make  up  their  easting  in  lite 
somhcm  variables. 

Slave  veaselsare  generally  owned  or  chartered  bjiho^e  per- 
sona who  have  an  in  ereat  in  the  slave  esiabliahmenis  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  slaves  are  collected  and.  con- 
fined in  berracoons  or  slave  prisons,  ready  for  transhipi|pfnt 
the  moment  the  vessel  arrivea  They  are  therefore  detained 
but  a  short  time  af\er  arriving  at  their  place  of  destioNtion. 
Inbtan<;M  have  come  to  our  notice  of  vessels  arriving  st  the 
slave  station  in  the  evening,  landing  their  cargo,  taking  on 
board  all  their  slaves,  and  sailing  with  the  land  breeze  the  fol* 
lowing  morning. 

It  is  not  unusual,  however,  for  vessels,  unconnected  with  any 
particular  slave  estsblishment,  to  make  their  purchaees  alter 
arrival.  If  any  delay  Is  likely  to  occur,  an  agent  is  landed, 
and  the  vessel  standa  to  aea«  and  remains  absent  for  as  long  a 
time  aa  may  be  thought  necessary  to  complete  their  arrange- 
menla.  The  slavers  communicate  with  the  ahore,  ei'her  with 
their  own  boats,  or  boats  and  canoes  belonging  to  the  Kroo- 
men  in  the  employment  of  those  on  diore. 

4ih.  *Tha  nature  of  the  stations  or  barracooiw  in  which 
slaves  are  collected  on  ahore  to  be  sold  to  the  traders,  whether 
usualhr  on  rivers,  creeks,  or  inlets,  or  on  or  near  the  open   \ 
shore."  *  j 

The  slave  stations  sre  variously  situated;  some  nesr  (he  j 
mouth,  others  a  considerablf*  distance  up  the  rivers,  and  manv  i 
uirectly  on  the  aeanhore.  The  berracoons  are  thatched  boiio-  I 
inga  made  auffleienily  stroag  to  secure  the  slaves,  and  enouirh  j 
oflhem  to  contain,  In  some  inatances,  several  thousands.  The  | 
alaves  are  collected  by  the  nefro  chiefs  In  the  vicinity,  and 
sold  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  ststions,  where  they  arc 
kept  confined  until  an  opportunity  offers  to  ship  them  ofT. 
Maieriala  of  all  kinds  necessary  to  convert  a  common  trader 
kMonriaTiriiiput  kepi  on  hand,  aodthechaogacanbecom- 
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pleied  ill  a  few  houn.    A  oambet  of  Knwmeo  are  emplojretl, 
and  boau  and  caaoes  ready  for  inmediateserrlce.. 

TUe  eUive  etatione"  are  geoeraily  fortified  with  cannon  and 
muekets,  not  onW  to  guara  against  a  rising  of  ibe  alavesi  but 
to  protect  them  from  sudden  attacks  of  the  natives  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  to  command  their  respect. 

5th.  *Tha  osual  articles  of  eauipmeot  and  preparation,  and 
the  mauoer  of  fitting  up,  by  whicti  a  vessel  is  known  to  be  a 
alaver,  though  not  causnt  with  slaves  on  board." 

Veasels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade  are  either  filted  up  with  a 
•lave  deck,  or  bave  the  materials  on  board,  prepared,  to  put 
one  up  io  a  few  hours.  Their  hatches,  instead  of  being  ckK9& 
as  Is  usual  in  merchantmen,  have  grating;  they  are  supplied 
with  boilers  sufficiently  large  to  cook  nee  or  farinha  lor  the 
■umber  of  slaves  they  ezpea  lo  receive;  an  extra  number  of 
water-casks,  many  more  than  are  sufficient  for  a  common  crew; 
also  a  number  of  shackles  to  secure  their  slaves.  Most  of  these 
wrtfclea,  however,  ara  coocealed,  and  every  thing  is  done  to 
disguise  the  vessel. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  them  to  have  several  sets  of  papers,  two 
or  more  persons  representing  thenuelves  as  captains  or  mas* 
ters  of  the  vessel,  and  flags  of  all  nations;  every  device  is  re- 
sorted to,  to  deceive,  should  they  encounter  a  cruiser. 

8ome  are  armed  with  only  a  few  muskets;  others  have  a 
number  of  heavy  ^uos,  accordiog  to  the  size  of  the  vessel;  sod 
they  range  from  sixty  to  four  hundred  tons  burden,  with  crews 
ftom  ten  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  men.    ,^ 

6ih.  'The  utility  of  employing  vessels  of  diflcrent  nations  to 
cruise  together,  so  that  one  or  tno  other  might  have  a  right  to 
visit  and  search  every  vessel  which  might  be  met  with  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  either  as  belonging  to  the  counti7  of 
the  vsssel  visiting  or  searching,  or  to  some  other  country  which 
has.  b^  treaty,  conceded  such  nght  of  visitation  and  search. 

We  are  of^  opinion  that  a  squadron  should  be  kept  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  co  operate  with  the  British,  or  other  nations 
jnterested  hi  stopping  the  slave-trade;  and  that  the  most  effi. 
cient  mode  woiua  be  lor  vessels  to  cruise  in  couples,  one  of 
«ach  nation. 

7th*  ^Ib  what  phtcea  slaves  taken  from  sUve  ships  on  the 
coast  could  be  most  conveniently  taken?" 

If  captured  under  the  American  flag,  send  them  to  Cape 
Mesurada,  Liberia,  or,  if  convenient,  to  such  other  of  the  Amer- 
ican  settlements  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States  there  may 
wish. 

8Ui.  ^'Finally,  what  number  of  vessels,  and  of  what  size  and 
description,  it  wonki  be  necessary  to  employ  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  in  order  to  put  an  entire  end  to  the  trafficin 
slaves;  and  for  what  number  of  years  it  would  probably  be  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  such  force  to  accomplish  that  purpose;" 
adding  "such  observations  as  the  state  of  your  knowledge  may 
allow,  relative  to  the  slave- trade  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa?" 

As  our  penenal  knowlectee  of  the  coast  extends  to  only  that  part 
of  it  comprised  between  Cape  Verd  and  Cape  Palmes,  it  is  dif- 
:ficull  to  state  the  ekact  force  required  for  ibis  service;  not  lees, 
however,  than  the  following,  we  think  necessary: 

One  first  class  sIoop-oAwar. 

One  steamer  from  200  to  300  toitt  burden. 

Two  (eight  or  ten-gun)  brigs  or  schooners. 

Ten  schooners  of  about  one  hundred  tuns,  each  |with  four 
guns. 

One  store-ship  of  from  250  to  900  tons. 
.    All  the  Vessels  to  have  one*teoth  less  than  their  complements 
of  men,  to  be  filled  up  with  Kroomen  on  their  arrival  on  the 
coast. 

A  steamer  (to  be  fitted  up,  if  possible,  to  burn  either  wood  or 
coal,  as  circumstances  require)  will  be  essentially  necessary.      • 

That  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  from  which  slaves  are  ezpor^ 
ed  ii  suDJeci  to  light  ifinds  and  calms.  A  steamer  propelled  a^ 
the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour  could  easily  overtake  the  fastest 
•ailing  vessels,  and  would  be  a  great  auxiliary  In  ascending 
rivers  and  tovnng  boats,  in  order  to  attack  slave  stations.  Less 
duty  is  performed  by  sailisa  cruisers  on  this  coast  than^n  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  from  the  reasons  just  stated;  and 
ttie  importance  of  steam  vessels  is  much  increased  by  this  dif- 
ficulty. 

We  cannot  state  confidently  how  long  such  force  wquld  be 
necessary;  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  m  three  years  the  trade 
would  be  so  far  destroyed  as  to  enable  the  United  States  to 
witlidraw  a  greater  part,  while  a  smsll  force- of  observation 
would  be  necessary,  until  the  natives  had  become  accustomed 
to  other  occupations,  and  lost  all  hope  of  agahi  engagirig  in  the 
traffic. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  we'beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
the  American  fair  trader  is  sometimes  obstructed  in  the  must 
vexatious  manner  by  armed  British  merchantmen,  sustained 
by  British  cruisers.  This  arises  from  the  practice  which  exists 
with  the  commanders  ef  single  cruisers,  the  agents  of  trading 
companies,  the  masters  of  merchantmen,  and  others,  making 
agreements,  treaties,  or,  as  the  expression  there  is,  "books," 
securing  to  themselves  the  exduirive  trade  with  the  tribe  or 
district.  A  late  instance  of  this  unreasonable^  and  probably 
unauthorized,  spirit  of' monopoly,  has  come  to  our  notice  near 
Cape  Mount,  whore  the  native  chief  was  induced  to  believe 
that  he  could  not  make  a  treaty  with  the  American  colonists, 
because  he  had  made  one  with  the  commander  of  a  British 
cruiser. 

The  same  commander,  it  is  asserted,  has  also  threatened  the 
Governor  of  the  colony  at  Monrovia  that  he  will  make  repri- 
sals'on  the  commerce  of  the  colony,  for  exercising  the  usual 
jurisdiction  at  Basse  Cove,  only  two  or  three  miles  from  their 
town  of  Basse  and  Edina. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  commandeis  of  British  cruisers  au- 
thorizes us  to  say  that  their  conduct  is  not  usually  thus  un- 
friendly;  but  many  instances  show  the  propriety  of  guarding 
the  interests  of  the  fair  dealer,  who  is  generally  oppowd  to  the 
■lave- trade. 

Respecting  these  treaties  or  agreements  with  the  tribes,  we 
think  that  only  the  commanders  of  squadrons  or  governors  of 
colonies  should  be  permitted  to  make  them;  and  with  those 
over  whom  their  Government  cannot  reasonably  claim  juris- 
dicti<^n,  treatiershould  not  be  made  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
mercantile  powers  trading  on  the  coast,  as  has  sometimes  been 
done;  and  all  treaties  diouid  contain  a  prohibition  of  the  slave- 
trade.  Commanders  of  squadrons  and  governors  of  colonies 
•hottld  be  authorized  and  directed  to  seize  every  opportunity, 
and  make  use  of  all  honorable  means,  of  inducing  the  native 
tribes,  and  particularly  the  Emperor  of  Ashaotee,  the  Empress 
or  Potentate  at  Loango,  and  other  powerful  nations,  to  enter 
into  agreements  to  put  a  stop,  as  far  as  theh:  influence  extends, 
to  the  traffic;  to  seize  and  send  home  for  trial  all  foreigners 
Ibund  on  the  coaat  engaged  in  the  slaTe-trade,  whether  belong- 


lag  to  vessels  or  residing  on  the  coast,  (for  should  these  persons 
be  permitted  to  remain,  even  after  iheir  sldvo  stations  are  de- 
stroyed, (hey  will  erect  others  at  points  probably  leas  assailable;) 
and  should  be  enjoined  to  extend  their  protection  to  lair  uaders, 
though  not  of  their  own  nation.         ^ 

Commanders  of  squadrons  and  governors  should  be  directed 
to  destroy  all  slave  factories  within  the  reach  of  the  force  em- 
ployed; and  to  proclaim  to  the  tribes  hi  the  vicinity  they  must 
not  be  renewed,  on  pain  of  having  their  villages  also  de- 
stroyed. 

We  have  battle  knowledge  of  the  details  respecting  the  slave- 
trade  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa.  No  instance  has  come  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  American  flag  there.  From 
the  best  Information  we  can  obtain,  it  seems  that  a  large  trade 
is  carried  on  by  Portuguese  colonies,  the  Arab  chiefs,  and  negro 
tribes.  Their  greatest  markets  are  the  Mahometan  countries 
bordering  on  the  Red  8ea  and  Persian  Gulf,  the  Portuguese 
East  India  colonies,  Bombay,  and  perhaps  other  Briiish  posses- 
sions in  the  Bast  Indies..  This  part  of  the  trade  Is  probably  in 
the  hands  of  the  Arabian  vessels.  Many  are  also  shipped  to 
Brazil,  and  some  perhaps  find  their  way  to  Cuba  ana  Porto 
Rioo. 

In  concluding  this  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the 
field  of  operations  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  is  so  extensive, 
the  profits  so  areat,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  path  no  niany,  so 
various,  so  difficult,  that  every  means  should  be  u«sd  by  civil- 
ized nations,  and  particularly  bv  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  to  effect  the  object:  and  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
material  good  can  result  without  an  earnest  and  conlial  co-ope- 
ration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  vour  obedient 
servants,  CHARLES  H.  BELL, 

JOHN  8.  PAINE, 
Commandera  United  Staiea  Ntny. 

Hon.  Damisl  Wbbstbr^ 

Secretary  ofStatt,  Washington. 


CASK  OF  THE  ^'CREOLE." 

Mr.  Webaler  to  Lord  Aehburkm. 

DfiPASTMBftT  OF  BtATB, 

Washington,  August  1,  1842. 

My  Loro:  The  President  has  learned,  with  much  regret,  that 
you  are  not  empowered  by  your  Government  to  enter  into  a 
formal  stipulation  for  the  better  security  of  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted t^tates,  when  meeting  with  disasters  In  psasine  betwen  the 
United  States  and  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  driven,  by  such  dis- 
asters, into' British  ports.  This  is  a  subject  whieh  is  deemed 
to  be  of  groat  importance;  and  which  cannot,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, be  overlooked. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  several  cases  have  occurred  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  which  have  caused  much  complaint.  In 
some  of  these  cases,  compensation  has  been  made  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government  for  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities 
with  American  vessels  having  slaves  on  board,  by  which  inter- 
ference these  slaves  were  set  free.  In  other  cases,  such  com- 
pensation has  been  refused.  It  appeara  to  the  President  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  both  countries  that  the  recurrence  of  similar 
cases  in  future  should  be  prevented  as  fares  possible. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  case  of  the 
"Creole,"  a  vessel  carried  into  the  port  of  Nassau  last  winter 
by  persons  who  had  risen  upon  the  lawful  authoiity  of  the  ves- 
sel, and,  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose,  had  commit- 
ted murder  on  a  pereon  on  board. 

The  opinions  which  that  occurrence  gave  occasion  for  this 
Government  to  express,  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  duties  of 
friendly  and  civilized  maritime  States,  placed  by  Providence 
near  to  each  other,  were  well  considered,  and  are  entertained 
with  entire  confidence.  The  facts  in  the  particular  case  of  the 
*K3reoie"  are  controverted;  positive  and  officio  us  interference  by 
tlie  colonial  authorities  to  set  the  slaves  free,  being  alleged  on 
one  side,  and  denied  on  the  other. 

'It  is  not  my  present  pui  pose  to  discuss  thisdiflerence  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  evidence  m  the  ease  as  it  at  present  exists;  because, 
the  rights  of  individuals  having  rendered  necessary  a  more 
thorough  and  a  judicial  investieaiiun  of  facts  and  circumstances 
attending  tlie  iransaaion,  such  investigation  is  underatood  to 
be  now  in  progress,  and  its  result,  when  Known,  will  render  me 
more  able  than  at  tliis  moment  to  present  to  the  British  Govein- 
ment  a  full  and  accurate  view  of  the  whole  case.  But  it  is  iny 
purpose,  and  my  duty,  to  invite  yuur  Lordship's  attention  to 
the  general  subject,  and  your  serious  consideration  of  some 

Eractical  means  of  giving  security  to  the  coasting  trade  nf  the 
inited  States,  against  unlawful  annoyance  and  interruption 
along  this  part  of  their  shore.  The  Bahama  islandi  approach 
the  coast  of  Florida  within  a  fe^  leagues,  and,  with  the  coast, 
form  a  long  and  narrow  channel,  filled  with  innumerable  small 
islands  and  banks  of  sand;  and  the  navigadon  is  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, not  only  on  these  accounts,  but  from  the  violence  of 
the  winds  and  the  variable  nature  of  the  currents.  Accidents 
are  of  course  frequent;  and  necessity  oflen  compels  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  in  attempting  to  double  Cape  Florida,  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  ports  of  these  islands.  Along  this  passage,  the 
Atlantic  States  hold  intercourse  with  the  States  on  the  Gulf  and 
the  Mississippi;  and  through  it  the  products  of  the  valley  of  that 
river  (a  region  of  vast  extent  and  boundless  fertility)  find  a 
mam  outlet  to  the  sea,  in  their  destination  to  the  markets  of  the 
world. 

No  particriTar  ground  of  complaint  exists  as  to  the  treatment 
which  American  vessels  usually  receive  in  these  ports,  unless 
they  happen  to  have  slaves  on  board;  but,  in  cases  of  that  kind, 
complaints  have  been  made,  as  already  stated,  of  officious  inter- 
ference of  the  colonial  authorities  with  the  vessel,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  the  condition  in  which  these  persons  are,  by 
the  laws  of  their  own  country,  and  of  setting  them  free. 

In  the  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  slavery  exists  by  the 
laws  of  the  States,  and  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  it  has  existed  in  them  from  a  periotl 
long  anteeedent  to  the  lime  when  Ihey  ceased  to  be  British  col- 
onies. In  thisstate  of  things,  it  will  happen  that  slaves  will  be 
oflen  on  beard  coasting  vessels,  as  hands,  as  servants  atisnding 
the  families  of  their  owners,  or  for  the  purpoee  of  being  car- 
ried from  port  to  port.  For  the  security  of  the  rights  of  their 
citizens,  when  vessels,  havme  persons  of  this  description  on 
board,  are  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by.unlawful 
force  Into  British  ports,  the  United  States  propose  the  Introduc- 
tion of  no  new  prniciple  into  the  law  of  nations.  They  require 
only  a  faithful  «nd  exaa  observance  of  the  injunctions  of  that 
code,  as  understood  and  practised  in  modern  times. 

Your  Lordahlpobeervee  thati  have  spoken  only  of  Ameri- 


can vessels  driven  into  British  ports  by  the  disastera  of  ibo  i 
or  carried  in  by  unlawful  force.  I  confine  my  rema:  ks  to  these 
cases,  because  they  are  the  common  cases,  and,  becatise  th^ 
are  tne  cases  which  the  law  of  nations  most  emphatically  ex- 
empts from  inteiferencc.  The  maritime  law  is  full  of  instaocea 
of  the  application  of  that  great  and  practical  rule,  which  dc-> 
Clares  that  that  which  is  the  clear  result  oi  necessity,  ought  to 
draw  afler  it  no  penalty  and  no  hazard.  If  a  ship  be  driven,  by 
stress  of  weather.  Into  a  prohibited  port,  or  into  an  open  port, 
with  prohibited  articles  on  board,  in  neither  case  is  any  forfeit- 
ure incurred.  And  (what  may  be  considered  a  still  stronger  case) 
it  has  been  decided  by  eminent  English  authority,  and  that  de- 
cision has  received  general  approbation,  that  if  a  vessel  be  driv- 
en, by  necessity,  into  a  port  strictly  blockaded,  this  necessity  is 
good  defence,  and  exempts  her  from  penalty. 

A  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  beyond  the  distance  of  a  marine 
league  from  the  shore,  is  regarded  as  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  she  belongs,  and  subjected  exclusively  lo 
the  jurisdiction  of  that  nation  If,  a^nat  the  will  of  her  mas- 
ter, or  owner,  she  bo  driven  or  carried  nearer  to  the  laod,  or 
even  into  port,  those  who  have,  or  ought  to  have,  control  over 
her,  struggling  all  the  while  to  keep  her  upon  the  nigh  seao,  and 
so  within  the  exclurive  jurisdiction  pf  her  own  Government, 
what  reason  or  justice  is  there  in  creating  a  distinction  between 
her  rights  and  immunities,  in  a  position,  thus  the  result  of  abao- 
lute  necessity,  and  the  same  rights  and  immunities  before  supe- 
rior power  had  forced  lier  out  of  her  voluntary  course! 

But,  my  Lord,  the  rule  of  law,  and  the  comi'y  and  practice 
of  nations,  go  much  further  than  these  cases  of  necessity,  and 
allow  even  to  a  merchant  vessel  coming  into  any  open  port  of 
another  country  voluntarily,  fbr  the  purposes  of  lawful  trade, 
to  bring  with  her,  and  keep  over  her,  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent, the  jurisdiciion  and  authority  of  the  laws  of  her  own  co«n- 
try;  excluding,  to  this  extent,  by  consequence,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  local  law.  A  ship,  say  the  publicists,  thouah  atanchorin  a 
foreign  harbor,  preserves  its  jurisdiction  and  its  laws.  U  is 
natural  to  consider  the  vessels  of  a  nation  as  parts  of  its  teal- 
tory,  though  at  sea,  as  the  State  retains  its  iurisdiction  orer 
them;  and,  according  to  the  commonly  received  custom,  this 
jurisdiction  is  preserved  over  the  vessels,  even  in  parts  of  tho 
sea  subject  to  a  foreign  dominion. 

This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  nations,  clearly  laid  down  by 
writeraofreceivedauthority,  and  entirely  conformable,  as  it  is 
supposed,  with  the  practices  of  modero  nations. 

If^a  murder  be  committed  on  board  of  an  American  vessel,  by 
one  of  the  crew  upon  another,  or  upon  a  passenger,  or  by  a 
passeni^er  on  one  of  the  crow,  or  anoilier  pawenser,  while  such 
Vessel  19  lying  in  a  port  within  the  jurisdiction  ofa  foreign  state 
or  sovereignly,  the  nflencc  is  cognizable  and  punishable  by  the 
proper  court  of  the  United  Htaies,  in  the  same  manner  as  if^suc-h 
offence  had  been  committed  on  board  Ibe  vessel  on  the  high 
seas.    The  law  of  England  is  supposed  to  be  the  same. 

It  is  true,  that  the  iurisdiction  ofa  nation  over  a  vessel  belong- 
iag  to  it,  while  lying  in  ilie  port  of  another,  is  not  neoeasarily 
wholly  exclusive.  Wis  do  not  so  consider  or  so  assert  it.  For 
any  unlawful  act  done  by  her  while  thus  lying  in  port,  and  for 
all  contracts  entered  into  while  there,  by  her  master  or  owners, 
she  and  they  must  doubtless  be  answerable  to  the  laws  of  the 
place.  Nor,  if  her  master  or  crew,  while  on  board  in  such  port, 
break  the  peace  of  tho  community  by  the  commission  of  crimes, 
can  exemption  be  clain^  fbr  them.  But,  nevertheless,  the 
law  of  nations,  as  I  have  stated  it,  and  the  statutes  of  govern- 
ments founded  on  that  law,  as  I  have  referred  to  them,  diow 
that  enlightened  nations,  in  modern  times,  do  clearly  bold  that 
the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  a  nation  accompany  her  ship*  not 
only  over  the  high  seas,  but  into  ports  and  harbore,  or  whereso- 
ever else  they  may  be  water-borne,  for  the  general  purpose  of 
governing  and  regulating  the  rights,  duties,  and  obligations  of 
those  on  board  thereof;  and  that,  to  the  extent  of  the  exereise  of 
this  jurisdiction,  they  are  considered  as  parts  of  the  territory  ojf 
the  nation  herself. 

If  a  vessel  be  driven  by  weather  into  the  ports  of  another  na* 
tion,  it  would  hardly  be  alleged  by  any  one,  that,  by  the  mere 
force  of  such  arrival  within  the  waiera  of  the  State,  the  law  of 
that  State  would  so  attach  to  the  vessel  as  to  afl^ect  existfaig 
rights  of  property  between  persons  on  board,  whether  arising 
from  contract  or  otherwise.  The  local  law  would  not  <9)eraie 
to  make  the  goods  of  one  man  to  become  the  goods  of  another 
man.  Nor  ought  it  to  aflect  their  peraonal  obligations,  or  ex- 
bting  relations  between  themselves;  nor  was  it  ever  supposed 
to  have  such  eflect,  until  the  delicate  and  exciting  question 
which  has  caused  these  interferences  in  the  British  idands 
arose.  The  local  law  in  these  cases  dissolves  no  obligations  or 
relations  lawfully  entered  into  or  lawfully  existing,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  ship's  country.  If  it  did,  intercourse  of  civiC 
ized  men  between  nation  tmd  nation  must  cease.  Marriages 
are  frequently  celebrated  in  one  country  in  a  manner  not  law- 
ful or  valid  in  another;  but  did  anybody  ever  doubt  that  mar* 
riages  are  valid  all  over  the  civilized  world,  if  valid  in  the  coun- 
try m  which  they  took  place?  Did  any  one  ever  imaghie  that 
local  law  acted  upon  such  marriages  to  annihilate  their  obUga- 
tion,  if  the  parties  should  visit  a  country  in  which  marriages 
must  be  celebrated  in  another  form? 

It  may  be  said  that,  in  such  instances,  personal  relationa  are 
founded  in  contract,  and  therefore  to  be  respected;  but  that  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave  is  not  founded  in  contract,  and 
therefore  is  to  be  respected  only  by  the  law  cf  tho  place  which 
recognises  it.  Whoever  so  reasons,  enconnten  the  authority 
of  the  whole  body  of  public  law,  from  Grotius  down;  be- 
cause there  are  numerous  instances  in  Which  the  law  itadf 
f>resuines  or  implies  contracts;  and  promirent  among  these 
nstances  is  the  very  relation  which  we  are  now  conmering, 
and  which  relation  is  holden  by  law  to  draw  after  it  mmnality 
of  obligation.  • 

Is  not  the  relation  between  a  father  and  his  minor  chUdten 
acknowledged,  when  they  go  abroad  1  And  on  what  cmtiaa 
is  this  founded,  but  a  contract  raised  by  general  principtos  of 
law,  from  the  relation  of  the  parties? 

Your  Lordship  will  please  to  bear  In  mind,that  the  proposnkm 
which  I  am  endeavoring  to  support,  is,  that,  by  the  comity  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  modem  times,  merchant 
vessels,  entering  open  ports  of  other  nations,  for  the  purpose  of 
trade,  ate  presumed  to  be  allowed  to  bring  withthfm,  and  to 
retain,  for  their  protection  and  government,  the  iurisdiction  and  ^ 
laws  of  their  own  country.  All  this,  I  repeat,  is  presumed  to 
be  allowed:  because  the  pons  are  open,  because  trade  is  in- 
vited, and  because,  under  these  circumstances,  such  pemki- 
sion  or  allowance  is  according  m  general  usage.  It  is  not  de- 
nied that  all  this  may  be  refused;  and  this  suggests  a  distinc- 
lien,  the  disregard  of  which  may  perhaps  account  for  most  of 
the  difficulUei  arising  in  caaea  of  (nii  aort;  [that  ia  la  Mir,  ilw 
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dMBcttaB  between  what  a  Btate  may  dti  if  it  pleawM,  and 
Vint  II  w  praeuined  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  the  abseoce  of  any 
pottJM  decUrauoQ  of  ita  wUI.    A  State  oiighi  declare  that  all 
me^omarriafM  rtiouM  be  nsgardedaa  null  and  void,  wilhhi 
tttenttory;  thai  a  foreign  father,  arriving  with  an  iofaotaon, 
Bhooklou  longer  have  authority  or  control  over  iiino;  that,  on 
(be  unval  of  a  foreign  veaael  in  ite  poit«,  alt  shipping  articlee 
and  aUudeoturea of  apprenticeship  between  her  draw  and 
h«  «**>«w «»' |n«*c«»  should  cease  lo  be  binding.    Tlicae,  and 
""^1?*^     °*"'  ^^I'^^JJy  Irrational  aodabeurd,  a  sovereign 
*■»  t***  doubUeee  the  power  to  do.    But  they  are  not  to  be 
pfwumed.  It  is  not  to  be  taken  for  graniedi  ab  ante,  that  it  is  the 
will  of  the  severely  State  thus  to  withdraw  itself  fiom  the  cir- 
cieof  civUtted  naiKXM.    It  will  be  time  enough  to  believe  this 
10  be  Ms  tnienuon,  when  it  formally  announces  that  intention, 
byappropfiaieenactmeote,  edicts,  or  other  declarations.    In 
ngani  tosiaven  within  the  British  territories,  there  is  a  well- 
known  and  dear  promulgation  of  the  will  of  the  sovereign  au- 
«^««»M»«*  4  to  Bay,  thoie  is  a  well  known  rule  of  her  law. 
Af  to  England  heraeir,  that  hiw  has  long  existed;  and  recent 
«3s  of  Pkrliament  establish  the  same  law  for  the  colonies. 
Hie  usoal  mode  of  staUng  the  rule  of  English  law  is,  that  no 
•oooer  does  a  stave  reach  the  shore  of  England,  than  he  is  free. 
Thii  m  true;  but  it  meana  no  more  than  that,  when  a  slave 
oooira  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  England,  he  ceases 
(0  be  a  slave,  because  the  law  of  England  positively  and  no- 
umouily  proha>ii8  and  forbids  ihc  existence  of  such  a  rela- 
Uoa    between    man    and    man.     But   it  does  not     mean 
tkti  English  authonues,   with  this  rule  of  English    law  in 
dMir  haads,  may   enter    where  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
oauon  is  acknowledged  to  exist,  and    there   destroy  rights, 
oMigatioos,    and   interests,    lawlully     existing    under    tho 
aothomjofsuch  other  nation.    No  such  construction,  and  no 
aich  effect,  can  be  rightfully  given  to  the  British  law.    It  is 
tme,  that  it  is  competent  to  the  British  Parliament,  by  exprees 
ittiate  provision,  to  declare  that  no  foreign  jurisdiction  of  any 
kiodrfMKiM  axial  in  or  over  a  vessel,  alter  its  arrival  voluntarily 
kar  porta.    And  so  she  might  close  all  her  ports  to  the  ships  of 
all  nations.    A  State  may  also  declare,  in  the  absence  of  ueaty 
Aipolations,  that  foreigners  shall  not  sue  in  her  courts,  nor 
trivet  in  her  territories,  nor  carry  away  funds  or  goods  received 
tot  debts.    We  need  aotinquhe  what  would  bo  the  condition 
of  a  country  that  should  establish  such  laws,  nor  in  what  re. 
lauon  they  would  leave  hor  towards  the  States  of  the  dvilixed 
wold.    Uer  power  to  make  such  laws  is  un(|ue8iiooable;  but, 
u  the  absence  of  direct  and  positive  enactraenis  to  that  ef- 
fect, the  presumption  Is  that  tho  oppositesof  theae  things  ex- 
ist.   While  her  porta  are  open  to  ioreign  trade,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
noied  that  she  expects  foroigu  ships  to  enter  them,  bringing 
withibmi  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  Government,  and  the 
protaciion  ofi-^  laws,  to  the  same  extent  that  her  ships,  and  the 
•hips  of  other  commercial  States,  carry  with  them  the  juris* 
dictioQ  of  tiieir  respective  Governments  into  the  open  ports  of 
the  world:  just  as  it  is  presumed,  while  tho  contrary  is  nut 
avowed,  that  strangers  may  travel  in  a  civilized  countiy,  in  a 
Qme  of  peace,  sue  In  its  courts,  and  bring  awav  their  property. 
A  merchant  Teasel  enters  the  port  of  a  friendly  State,  and  en- 
joys while  there  the  protection  of  her  own  laws,  and  is  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  her  own  Government— not  In  dero^tion  of 
thesovereignty  of  the  place,  but  bv  the  presumed  allowance  or 
permissioQ  of  that  sovereignty.    This  permiseion  or  allowance 
H  founded  on  the  comity  of  nadons,  like  the  other  cases  which 
have  been  mentioned;  and  this  coimiy  is  part  (and  a  most  im- 
ponant  and  valuable  part)  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  which  all 
nations  are  presumed  to  assent  until  they  make  theii  dissent 
koown.    In  the  silence  of  any  positive  rule  afflrming  or  deny- 
iiif  or  restraining  the  operation  of  foreign  laws,  their  tacit 
aJoptioo  is  presumed,  to  the  usual  extent.    It  is  upon  this 
ground  that  courts  of  law  expound  contracts  according  to  the 
Uw  of  the  place  in  which  they  are  made;  and  instances  almost 
icuumerable  ext<it,  in  wh  ch,  by  tho  general  practice  of  civil- 
ized countries,  the  laws  of  one  will  be  rocogrtitted  and  often  ex- 
ecuted in  aitoiher.    This  is  tho  comity  ofnations;  and  it  is 
upon  this,  as  its  solid  ba^is,  that  the  intercourse  of  civilized 
Stales  is  maintained. 

B>it  while  that  which  has  now  been  said  is  understood  to  bo 
the  voluntanr  and  adopted  law  o'f  nations,  in  cases  of  the  volun* 
tary  entry  of  merchant  vessels  into  the  ports  of  other  countries, 
it  IS  nevertheless  true,  that  vessels  in  puch  ports,' only  through 
ao  overruling  neceesity,  may  place  their  claim  for  excmp- 
uoofkoroinisrierence  on  still  higher  principles;  that  is  ts  say, 
pnnciples  held  in  more  eaered  regard  by  the  comitv,  the  cour- 
teiy,  or  indeed  the  common  sense  of  justice  of  ail  civilized 


Even  in  regard  to  cases  of  necessity,  however,  there  are  things 
of  an  noCriendlyandoflfeosive  character,  which  yet  it  may  not 
be  easy  to  say  mat  a  nation  might  not  do.  For  example:  a  na< 
tion  n^t  declare  ber  will  to  be,  and  make  it  the  law  of  her  do- 
minions, that  foreign  vessels,  cast  away  on  her  shores,  should 
b«  lost  to  their  owners^  and  subject  to  tne  ancient  law  of  wreck. 
Oraneotral  State,  while  shutting  her  ports  to  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  belligerents,  as  she  has  a  right  to  do,  mieht  resolve  on 
aeixinff  and  confiscating  vessels  of  Uiat  description,  which 
■boold  be  driven  to  take  shelter  in  her  harboisby  the  violence  of 
the  storms  of  tlie  ocean.  But  laws  of  this  character,  however 
within  the  absolute  competence  of  Governments,  could  only  be 
passed.  If  passed  at  all,  undea  willingness  to  meet  the  last  re- 
ipoosibUity  to  which  nations  are  subjected. 

The  presumption  is  stronger,  therefore,  in  regard  to  vesaels 
drivso  tolo  forugn  ports  by  necessity,  and  seeldng  only  tempo* 
rtry  refage.  tlian  in  regard  to  those  whkh  enter  them  rolun- 
ianly,aod  wr  purposes  uf  trade,  that  thev  will  not  be  interfered 
wiih;  and  that,  unless  they  commit,  while  in  port,  some  act 
ifainst  the  laws  of  the  place,  they  will  be  pormitied  to  receive 
fopniies,  to  repair  dsmaikes.  and  to  depart  unmolestrd. 

li,  therefore,  voMole  or  the  United  Slates,  pursuinc  lawful 
voyages  from  port  to  port,  along  their  own  shore,  are  driven  bv 
iircas  of  weather,  or  carried  by  unlawful  force,  into  Englbh 
pons,  the  GovemoMnt  of  the  United  States  cannot  consent  that 
lbs  local  auiboiiiiea  in  those  ports  shall  take  advamaj^e  of  such 
■sUbrtimes,  and  enter  them,  for  the  purpose  of  interfering  with 
the  coodiiimn  of  persons  or  things  on  board,  a^  estnblidied  by 
their  own  laws.  If  slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
tM)  States,  escape  into  the  British  territories,  it  is  not  expected 
that  they  will  be  restored.'  In  that  case,  the  terriioiial  jurisdic- 
tjoo  of  Bnaland  will  have  become  exclusive  over  them,  and 
must  dedoe  their  eondltion.  But  sIstos  on  board  of  American 
TcsiCils.  lyiagia  British  waters,  are  not  wKhin  theexclnsive  ju- 
ririittifm  ocBoglaiid;  or  under  the  exdosive  operation  of  Eng- 
lish law:  aodt£)s  founds  the  broad  distinction  between  the 
CMM.   if  pauotm  gvJAty  of  ciimea  in  the  United  Btates,  seek 


an  aaylumin  the  Priii«li  domiiiloi.!«,  iliey  will  not  he  demanded, 
until  provision  rpr  Huch  citBct«  be  lumW,  hy  lieai>-,  bccaute,  ilie 
giving  upoi  criminals  fugitive  itiHu  justice  is  sgrucd  oiid  un- 
derstood U)  be  a  matter  in  which  every  nauon  reeulaica  its 
conduct  according  to  its  own  du»creiion.  it  is  no"  breach  of 
comity  to  refuse  such  surrender. 

On  the  other  hand,  vessels  of  the  United  States,  driven  by  ne- 
cessity into  British  ports,  and  staying  there  no  longer  than  such 
necessity  exists,  violating  no  law,  nor  having  intent  to  violate 
any  law,- will  claim,  and  there  will  beclaim^  for  them,  protec- 
tion and  security,  freedom  from  molestation,  and  from  all  in- 
terference with  the  character  or  condition  of  persons  or  things 
on  board.  In  the  opinion  of  tho  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  anch  vessels,  so  driven  and  so  detained  by  necessity  in  a 
friendly  port,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  still  pursuing  their origl- 
*nal  voyage,  and  turned  out  of  their  direct  course  only  by  disas- 
ter, or  by  wrongful  violence;  that  ibey  ought  (o  receive  all  as- 
sistance necessary  to  enable  them  to  resume  that  direct  course; 
and  that  interference  or  molestation  by  the  local  authorities, 
where  the  whole  voyage  is  lawful,  both  in  act  and  intent,  is 
ground  for  just  and  grave  comilaiiit. 

Your  Lordship's  discernment  and  large  experience  in  afiairs 
cannot  fail  to  suggest  to  you  how  important  it  is  to  merchants 
and  navigators,  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  ol  a  country  so 
lar<[e  In  extent  as  the  United  States,  that  they  should  feel  secure 
against  all  but  the  ordinary  causes  of  maritime  loss.  The  pos- 
sessions of  the  two  Governmeu'ts  closely  approach  each  other. 
This  proximity,  which  ought  to  make  us  friends  and  ^ood 
neighbors,  may,  without  proper  care  and  regulation,  itself 
prove  a  ceaseless  cause  of  vexation,  irritation,  and  disquiet. 

If  your  Lordship  has  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  stipulation 
by  treaty  for  the  prevention  of  such  occurrences  hereafter  as 
have  already  happened— occurrences  so  likely  to  disturb  that 

£eace  between  the  two  countries  which  it  is  the  object  of  your 
ordship's mission  to  establish  and  confirm— you  may  still  be 
so  far  acquainted  with  the  scnumenu  of  your  Government  aa 
to  bo  able  to  engn^ethai  inatructions  shall  bo  given  to  the  local 
authorities  in  the  islands,  which  shall  lead  them  to  regulate  their 
conduct  in  conformity  with  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Statesj  and  the  just  expectations  of  their  GoTemment,  and  in 
such  manner  as  shall,  in  future,  take  away  all  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint.  It  would  be  wiih  the  most  profound  re- 
gret that  the  President  should  see  that,  while  it  is  now  hoped  so 
many  other  subjects  of  dHTerence  may  be  harmoniously  ad- 
justed, nothing  should  be  done  in  regard  to  this  dangerous 
source  of  future  collisions- 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occafiou  lo  renew  to  you^  Lordship  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
liOrd  ASHBUHTON,  &C.,  &c.,  dcc.       • 

LordAahburtontoMr.  Wtbster. 

Washinoton,  August  6,  1842. 
Sir-  You  may  be  well  assured  that  I  am  duly  sensible  of  the 

f;reat  importance  of  the  subjea  to  which  vOu  call  my  aueniion 
n  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addrnraing  me  the  1st 
instant,  in  which  you  informed  me  that  the  President  had  been 
pleased  to  express  his  regret  that  1  was  not  em)>owered  by  my 
Government  to  enter  into  a  formal  stipulation  for  the  better  se- 
curjty  of  vessels  of  theUnit«Hl  States,  when  meeting  with  disas- 
ters m  passing  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bahama  isl- 
ands, and  driven,  by  such  disafitcrs,  into  British  ports^ 

It  is,  I  believe,  unnecessary  that  I  should  tell  you  that  the 
case  of  the  Creole  was  known  in  London  a  few  days  only  be- 
fore my  departure.  Nocmplaini  had  at  that  time  been  made 
by  Mr.  EveretL  The  subject  was  not,  therefore,  among  ihoee 
which  it  was  the  immediate  object  of  my  mission  to  discuss. 
But  at  the  same  time  1  must  admii  that,  Irom  the  moment  1  was 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  this  case,  I  was  sensible  of  all  its 
importance;  and  I  should  not  think  myself  without  power  to 
consiiler of  B(imR adjustment  of,  and  rtmt'dy  for,  a  great  ac- 
knowledged dillicutiy,  II  !  could  6ce  my  way  clearly  to  any  sat- 
isfactory course,  and  if  I  had  noi  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  alter 
very  anxioua  consideration,  iliat,  lor  the  reasi^ns  which  I  will 
suie.  this  question  bad  better  bo  treatid  in  London,  where  it 
will  have  a  much  increased  chance  of  settlement,  on  terms 
likely  to  satisfy  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

.The  immediate  case  of  the  Creole  would  be  easily  disposed  of; 
but  it  ill  vol  vcs  a  class  and  description  oi' cases  w  hich,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aQprdir^  that  security  you  rreek  fur  the  trade  of  Ameri- 
ca through  the  Bahama  channel,  brings  into  consideration  ques- 
tions of  law,  both  national  and  ii.tcmational.  o(  the  highcsi  im- 
portance; and  to  increase  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  the  sub- 
ject, public  feeling  is  sensitively  alive  to  every  thing  connected 
with  It.  These  circumstances  bring  ine  to  tho  conviction  that, 
although  I  really  believe  that  much  may  be  done  to  meet  the 
wishes  ot  your  Gavernment,  tho  means  of  doing  so  would  he 
best  considered  in  London,  where  immediate  refepencc  may  be 
had  to  tho  highest  autliorilies,  on  every  poiai  of  delicacy  and 
difficulty  that  may  arise.  Whatever  I  mi^ht  attempt  wnuld  bo 
more  or  less  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  fettered  by  appre- 
hensions of  responsibility,  and  I  might  iher<-by  be  kept  within 
limits  which  my  Government  at  home  might  disregard.  In  other 
wonis,  I  believe  you  would  have  a  better  chance  in  this  settle- 
ment with  them  than  with  me.  I  state  this  ader  some  imper- 
fect endeavors,  by  cjrrespoodenco,  to  come  at  satisfactory  ex- 
planauoos.  If  I  were  in  this  instance  treating  of  ordinary  ma- 
terial interests,  I  should  proceed  with  muie  confidence; but 
anxious  as  I  unfeignedly  am  that  all  questions  likely  to  disturb 
the  future  good  understandiog  between  us  ihould  be  averted,  I 
strongly  recommend  this  qui'stion  of  the  security  of  the  Baha- 
ma cnannel  being  referred  for  ^iecuseion  in  London. 

This  opinion  is  more  deciiiedly  confirmed  by  your  very  ela- 
borate and  important  argument  on  ihe  application  of  the  gener- 
al principles  of  the  law  of  natinns  to  these  subjects— an  argu- 
ment to  which  your  authority  necessarily  gives  great  weignt, 
but  in  which  I  would  not  presume  to  follow  you  with  my  own 
imperfect  means.  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  cover* 
ing  all  the  seas  of  the  world  with  their  ct  mmerce,  have  the 
greatest  possible  interest  in  maintaining  sound  and  pure  prin- 
ciples of^internaiiosal  law.  as  well  as  the  practice  of  reciprocal 
aid  and  good  offices  in  all  tneii  harbors  and  possessions.  With 
respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  rtspective  Goveinments  and  people  leaves  little  to 
be  desired,  with  the  single  exception  of  thoeo  very  delicate  and 
perplexing  questions  which  have  recently  arisen  from  (he  state 
of  slavexy;  and  even  these  seem  confined,  and  likely  to  continue 
to  be  confined,  to  the  nanow  passage  of  the  Bahama  channel. 
At  no  other  part  of  the  British  possessions  are  American  vessels 
with  slaves  ever  likely  to  touch,  nor  are  they  likely  to  touch 
ttiere  oitierwiae  than  from  tlie  preasure  of  very  lurgeot  necenn* 


ty.    The  difficulty,  therefbre,  as  well  astiie  desired  remedy,  is 
apparently  confined  within  nanow  limits. 

Upon  the  great  geheral  principles  a/Tecting  this  case,  we  do 
not  dider.  You  adroit  that  if  slaves,  the  properly  of  American 
citizens,  escape  into  British  territories,  li  is  not  expected  that 
they  will  be  restored;  and  you  may  be  well  assured  tnat  there  ia 
no  wish  on  our  part  that  ibey  should  reach  our  ahores,  or  that 
British  possessions  should  be  used  as  decoys  for  the  violatotaof 
the  laws  of  a  friendly  neighbor. 

When  these  slaves  do  reach  us,  by  whatever  means,  there 
is  no  aliei^ative.  The  present  stale  of  BilUeh  law  is,  in  this 
respect,  too  well  known  to  require  repetition;  nor  need  I  re- 
mmd  you  thai  it  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  lawsof  ev^ry  part 
of  the  United  States  where  a  state  of  slavery  is  not  recognised; 
and  that  the  slave  put  on  shore  at  Nassau  would  be  dealt  with 
exactly  as  would  a  foreign  alave  landed,  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  at  Boston. 

But  what  constitutes  the  being  within  British  dominion,  from 
which  lh«!se  consequences  are  to  follow?  Is  a  vessel  passing 
through  the  Bahama  channel,  and  foiced  involuntarily,  either 
from  storm  or  mutiny,  Inio  Brithtb  waters,  to  be  so  consideredl 
What  power  have  the  authorities  of  tliose  islands  to  take  cog* 
nizance  of  persons  or  property  in  such  vessels}  These  are  -. 
questions  which  you,  sir,  liave  discussed  at  great  length,  and 
with  evident  ability.  Although  you  have  advanced  some  prop* 
Qsitions  which  rather  surpnse  and  stanle  me,  1  do  not  pretend 
to  judge  them;  but  what  is  very  clear,  is,  that  great  principles 
are  involved  in  a  discussion  which  it  would  jl I  become  me 
lightly  to  enter  upon;  and  lam  confirmed  by  this  consideration 
in  wishing  ihat  the  subject  be  refecred  to  where  it  will  be  per- 
fectly weighed  and  examined. 

It  behooves  the  authorities  of  our  two  Governments  well  to 
guard  themselves  against  establi^ing,  by  iheir  diplomatic  In* 
tercouise,  false  precedents  and  principles;  and  that  they  do  not, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a  passing  difficulty,  set  examples 
which  may  hereafter  mislead  the  world. 

1i  is  not  intended,  on  ihis  occasion,  to  consider  in  detail  the 
particular  instances  which  have  given  rise  lo  these  discussions. 
They  have  alreadv  been  stated  and  explained.  Our  object  is 
rather  to  look  to  the  means  of  future  prevention  ot  such  occur* 
rences.  That  this  may  be  obtained,  1  have  liule  doubt,  although 
we  may  not  be  able  immediately  to  agree  on  the  precise  stipu- 
lations of  a  treaty.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  there  are  cer- 
tain great  principles,  loe  deeply  rooted  in  the  consciences  and 
sympathies  of  the  people  forany  ministerto  be  able  lo  overlook: 
and  any  engagement  I  might  make  in  opposiiion  to  them  would 
be  Instantly  disavowed;  but,  at  the  same  ume  that  we  maintain 
our  own  laws  within  our  own  territories,  wo  are  bound  to  re- 
spect those  of  our  neighbors,  and  to  listen  to  every  [Kwsible  sug- 
{(eation  of  medns  of  averting  (torn  them  every  annoyance  and 
njnry.  I  have  great  confidence  that  this  may  be  effectually 
done  in  the  present  Instajnce;  but  the  case  to  be  met  and  reme- 
died Is  new,  and  must  not  be  too  hastily  dealt  with  You  may, 
however,  be  assured  that  measures  so  important  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  friendly  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  shall 
not  be  neglected. 

In  the  mean  time.  I  can  engage  that  instiuciions  shall  be  given 
to  the  Governors  ofber  Majesty's  colonies  on  the  southern  bor- 
ders of  the  United  Slates,  to  execute  their  own  laws  with  careful 
attention  to  the  wish  of  their  own  Government  to  maintain  good 
neighborhood;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  officious  interference 
Willi  American  vessels  driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  Into 
those  ports.  The  laws  and  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed; 
and  ibesc  seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  in- 
quisition into  the  stale  of  persons,  or  things,  on  board  of  vessels 
so  situated,  than  may  be  indispensable  to  enforce  iheobservance 
of  the  municipal  law  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper  rogulatiou 
of  its  harbors  and  waters. 

A  strict  and  careful  attention  to  these  rules,  applied  in  good 
faiili  to  all  trHnsGCiion^  as  they  arise,  will,  1  hopo  and  lielieve, 
without  any  abandonment  of  great  general  principles,  lead  to 
the  avoidance  of  any  excitement  or  agitation  on  this  very  sensi- 
tive subject  of  slavery,  and,  consequently,  of  those  irritating 
feelings  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  bring  into  peril  all  the 
great  interests  connected  with  Ihe  maintenance  of  peace. 

I  further  trust  that  friendly  Mntiments,  and  a  conviction  of 
the  importance  of  choiishingthom,  will,  on  all  occasions,  lead 
the  two  countries  to  consider  favorably  any  further  arrange- 
ments which  may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  reciprocal  piotec- 
tion  of  their  intcre<<ts. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  explanation  on  this  very  important  sub- 
ject will  be  satisfacipry  to  the  President,  and  that  he  will  see  in 
it  no  diminution  ol  that  earnest  desire,  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  recognise  in  me,  to  perform  my  work  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  fiicndtrhip;  but  that  he  w)ll  rather  perceive,  in  my  sog- 
pestioQ,  in  this  particular  instance,  that  it  is  made  with  a  wsli- 
founded  hope  of  thereby  better  obtaining  the  object  we  have  in 
view. 

I  have  ihe  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  roy^ 
high  considemilon. 

ASUBURTON. 

Hon..  Danibl  Wbbstbr,  dec,  6cc.,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  Augusts,  1842. 
My  Lord;  I  have  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of 
your  Lordship's  note  of  the  6th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  1st,  upon  the  subject  of  a  stipulation  for  the  better  security 
of  American  veesels  driven  by  accident,  or  carried  by  force,, 
into  the  British  West  India  ports. 

The  President  would  have  been  gratified  if  you  had  fell  your- 
self at  liberty  to  proceed  at  once  to  consider  of  some  proper 
arrangement,  by  formal  tidaty,  for  this  object;  but  there  may  be 
weight  in  the  reasons  which  you  urge  for  referring  such  mode 
of  stipulation  for  consideraiion  in  London. 

The  President  places  his  reliance  on  those  principles  of  pub- 
lic law  which  were  staled  in  mv  .note  to  yotlr  Lordship, 
and  which  aro  regaided  as  equally  well  founded  and  impor- 
tant; and  on  your  LordAhfp's  engagement  that  instructions 
shall  be  given  to  the  Governors  of  ner  Majesty's  colonies  to. 
execute  their  own  laws  with  careful  attention  to  the  wish  of 
their  Government  to  maintain  good  neighborhood;  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  officious  interference  with  American  Teasels 
driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  into  those  ports;  that  the 
laws  and  duties  «f  hospitality  shall  be  executed,  and  that  these 
seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  inquisition 
into  the  slate  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of  vessefs  so  sit- 
uated, titan  may  be  indispensable  to  enforce  the  observance  of 
the  municipal  law  of  tlie  colonyi  and  tlie  pwpn  rsgolationof 
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ttfl  haiboTB  and  waters.  He  inddlfes  the  hope,  nerenbeieBs, 
that,  actuated  bj  a  ju«t  aenae  of  what  is  due  to  the  mutual  in- 
lereatsof  the  two  countries,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  perma* 
nant  peace  between  them,  her  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
&il  toaee  the  importance  of  removing,  by  such  further  stipula- 
tiona,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  fotmd  to  be  necessary, 
all  cause  of  complaint  connected  with  the  syhjeci. 
I  have  the  iionor  to  be, 

With  high  consideration! 

Your  Lordshp's  obedient  srivanl, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Lord  AfiBBDRTON,  4tc.,  &c.,  Scc. 

CASE  OF  THE  CAROUNE. 

Afr.  Webtter  to  Lord  Ashburlon. 

Department  op  Stat*, 

Washington,  July  27, 1842. 

My  Lord:  In  relation  to  the  case  of  the  ''Caroline,"  which 
we  have  heretofore  made  the  subject  of  conference,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  place  in  your  hands  an  extract  of  a  letrer 
from  this  department  to  Mr.  Fox,  of  the  24th  of  April,  1841, 
and  an  extract  from  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  present  sebsion. 
These  papers  you  have,  no  doubt,  already  eeeo;  but  they  ure, 
nevertheless,  now  communicated,  as  such  a  communlcatitth  is 
considered  a  ready  mode  of  presenting  tho  view  which  this 
Goveinment  entertains  of  the  destruction  of  that  vessel. 

The  act  of  which  the  Government  of  ihe  United  States  com 
plains,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  justifiable  or  unjustifiable,  as 
the  question  of  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  the  empIoy« 
mentin  which  the  "Caroline'^was  engaged  may  ba  decided  the 
one  way  or  the  other.  That  act.is  of  itself  a  wrong,  and  an  of- 
fence to  the  sovereignty  and  the  dignity  of  the  United  States, 
being  a  violation  of  their  soil  and  territory;  a  wrong  for  which, 
to  this  day,  no  atonement,  or  even  apologv,  has  been  made  by 
her  Majesty's  Government.  Your  Lordship  cannot  but  be 
aware  that  self-respect,  the  consciousness  of  mdependence  and 
national  equality,  and  a  sensitiveness  to  whatever  may  touch 
the  honor  of  the  country — a  sensitiveness  which  thisOovem- 
menl  vill  ever  feel  and  ever  cultivate— make  this  a  matter  of 
high  importance;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask  for  it  your 
Lordship's  grave  consideration. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Lord  AsUBtTRTONj  &c.,  &c.,  ^c, 

JSxtroct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  f\>x,  dated 

April  ^,iQi\.  ' 


dealroyi..^  .„«    ^«.w,.,.^ 

It  does  not  think  that  that  transaction  can  bejuetifiedhy  any 
reasonable  application  or  construction  of  the  right  of  selfde 
fence,  under  the  laws  of  nations.  It  is  admitted  that  a  Just  xlchi 
of  self-defence  attaches  always  to  nations  as  well  as  to  individ- 
uals, and  is  equally  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  both.  But 
the  extent  of  this  right  is  a  question  to  be  judged  of  by  the  cir- 
cumstancee  of  each  particular  case;  and  when  iis  alledged  ex- 
ercise has  led  to  tbe commission  of  hosule  acts  within  the  terri- 
tory of  apower  at  peace,  nothing  less  than  a  clear  and  al«oluie 
necessity  can  afford  ground  of  justification.  Not  havinp,  up  lo 
this  time,  been  made  acquainted  with  the  views  and  reasons  at 
length,  which  have  Ibd  her  Majesiy's  Governmant  to  think  the 
destruction  of  the  "Caroime"  JBsii6able  as  an  act  of  self-defence, 
the  undermgncd,  earnestly  renewing  the  romonstrance  of  this 
Government  against  the  tiaosaction,  abstains, /or  the  present, 
from  any  extended  discussion  ol  the  qucsf  ii»n  But  it  la  deemed 
proper,  nevertheless,  not  to  omit  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
general  grounds  of  justification  stated  by  her  Majesiv's  Govern- 
mant, in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Iler  Majesty's  Government  have  instructed  Mr.  Fox  to  say, 
that  they  a^e  of  opinion  that  the  transaction  which  terminated 
In  tbe  destiuciion  of  the  "Caroline"  was  a  justifiable  employ- 
ment of  force,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  leiTl- 
tory  from  tho  unprovoked  attack  of  a  band  oi  British  rebels  and 
American  pirates,  who,  havi.  g  been  •'permiii^ii"  lo arm  and 
organise  themselves  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Hiaies, 
had  actually  invaJcd  a  poition  of  ihe  territory  of  her  Majesty. 

The  Preaideni cannot  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  Government, 
by  the  use  of  these  terms,  meant  to  be  understood  as  intimatui*' 
that  those  acts,  viola  ing  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  and  dis*^ 
luibing  the  peace  of  the  British  territories,  were  done  under  any 
degree  of  countenance  from  this  Government,  or  were  reg.irded 
by  it  with  indifference;  or  that,  under  the  circumaiances  of  the 
s  case,  they  could  have  been  prevented  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
proceeding.  Although  he  regrets  that,  by  using  the  term  "per- 
mitled,"  a  possible  inference  of  that  kind  might  be  raised,  yet 
such  an  inference  the  President  is  willing  to  believe  would  be 
quite  unjust  to  the  Intentions  of  the  British  Government 

That,  on  a  line  of  frontier  such  as  separates  the  United  States 
from  her  Bniannic  Majesty 'a  North  American  provinces— a  line 
long  enough  to  divide  the  whole  of  Europe  into  halves— irreeu- 
larmes,  violences,  and  conflicts  should  sometimes  occur,  equal- 
ly against  the  will  of  both  Governments,  is  certainly  easily  to  I  e 
8uppo«!d.  This  mav  be  mere  possible,  perhaps,  in  regard  to 
the  United  Suites,  without  any  reproach  to  their  Government; 
since  their  institutions  entirely  discourage  the  keeping  up  of 
largd  standing  armies  in  lime  of  peace,  and  their  situation  hap- 
-  pily  exempts  them  from  the  necessity  of  maintaining  surh  ex- 
pensive and  dangerous  establishments.  All  that  can  be  expect- 
ed from  either  Government,  m  these  cases,  is  good  faith,  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  preserve  peace  and  do  justice  tbe  use  of  all  proper 
meaiis  of  prevention;  and  that,  if  offences  cannot,  nevertheless, 
be  a  ways  prevented,  the  offenders  shall  still  be  justly  punished. 
lu  all  these  respects,  this  Government  acknowledges  no  delin- 
quency in  the  performance  of  its  duties. 

Her  Majestv^s  Government  are  pleased,  also,  to  speak  of  those 
American  citizens  who  took  part  with  persons  in  Canada  en- 
eaged  in  an  insurrection  agalpst 'the  British  Government,  as 
••American  pirates."  The  undersigned  does  not  admit  the  pro- 
priety or  justice  of  this  designation.  If  citizens  of  the  United 
^aies  fitted  out,  or  were  engaged  in  fitting  out,  a  military  expe- 
dition  fiom  the  United  States,  intended  to  act  aeainst  the  BriUsh 
Government  in  Canada,  they  were  clearly  violating  the  laws  of 
their  own  countrv,  and  exposing  themselves  to  the  just  conse. 
queocea  which  might  be  inflicted  on  them,  if  taken  wiUiin  the 


British  dominions.  But,  i.oiwiili»iai,d:ng  this,  they  were  cer- 
tainly not  pifuie?;  nor  docn  ihe  Lndercfgned  think  that  it  can 
advance  the  purpose  of  fair  aiid  friendly  diiCusxion,  or  hasten 
ttie  accommodation  of  national  difficulties,  so  to  denominate 
theui.  Their  offence,  whatever  it  wasj  had  no  analogy  to  cases 
of  piracy.  Supposing  all  that  is  alleged  against  them  to  be  true; 
the?  were  taking  a  part  in  what  they  regarded  as  a  civil  war, 
antl  they  were  taking  a  part  on  the  side  of  the  rebels.  Surely, 
England  herself  has  not  regarded  persons  thus  engaged  as  de« 
serving  the  appellation  which  her  Majesty's  Government  be* 
stoweofon  these  ciiisensof  the  United  States. 

It  is  quite  notorious  that,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  last  two 
centuries,  subjects  of  the  British  Crown  have  been  permitted 
to  engage  in  foteign  wars,  both  national  and  civil;  and  in  the  lat- 
ter, in  every  stage  of  theit  progress;  ami  yet  it  has  not  been  im- 
agined that  England  has  at  any  time  allowed  her  subjects  to 
turn  pirates.  Indeed,  in  our  own  times,  not  only  have  individ- 
ual subjects  of  that  Crown  gone  abroad  to  engage  in  civil  wars, 
but  wd  have  seen  whole  regiments  openly  recruited,  imbodied, 
armed,  aad  disciplined,  in  England,  with  the  avowed  purpose, 
of  aiding  a  rebellion  against  a  nation  with  which  England  was 
at  peace;  although  it  is  true  that,  subsequently,  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  passed  10  prevent  transactions  so  nearly  approaching 
to  public  war,  without  license  from  the  Crown. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  case  of  a 
civil  war  arising  ftom  a  disputed  succession,  or  a  protracted  re« 
volt  of  a  colony  against  the  mother  country,  and  the  case  of  the 
fresh  outbreak  or  commencement  of  a  rebellion.  The  under- 
signed does  not  deny  that  such  distinction  may,  for  certain  pur- 
poses, be  deemed  well  founded.  He  admits  that  a  Govern- 
ment, called  upon  to  consider  its  own  rights,  interests,  and  du- 
ties, witen  civil  wars  break  out  in  other  countries,  may  decide 
on  all  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case  upon  its  own  ex 
isting  stipulations,  on  probable  results,  on  what  its  own  security 
requires,  and  on  many  other  considerations.  It  may  be  already 
bound  to  assist  one  party;  or  it  may  become  bound,  if  it  so 
chooses,  to  assist  the  other,  and  to  meet  the  consequences  of 
such  assistance. 

But  whether  the  revolt  be  recent  or  long  continued,  they  who 
join  those  concerned  in  it,  whatever  may  be  their  offence 
against  their  own  country,  or  however  they  may  be  treated,  if 
taken  with  arms  In  their  bands  in  the  territory  of  the  Govern- 
ment  against  which  the  standard  of  revolt  is  raised,  cannot  be 
denominated  pirates,  without  departing  from  all  ordinary  use  of 
language  in  the  definitit  n  of  offences.  A  cause  which  has  so 
foul  an  origin  as  piracy  cannot,  in  its  progress  or  by  its  success, 
obtain  a  claim  to  any  degree  of  respectability  or  tolerance 
among  nations;  and  civil  wars,  therefore^  are  not  understood  to 
have  such  a  commence thent. 

It  is  well  known  to  V[r.  Fox,  that  authorities  o(  the  highest 
eminence  in  England,  living  at.d  dead,  have  maintained  that  the 
general  law  of  nations  does  not  forbid  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
one  Government  from  taking  part  in  the  civil  commotions  of 
another.  There  is  some  reason,  indeed,  to  think  that  such  may 
be  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Government  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

The  undersigned  has  made  these  remarks  from  the  conviction 
that  it  is  important  to  regard  esuiblished  distinctions,  and  to 
view  the  acts  and  offences  of  indilriduais  in  the  exactly  proper 
lieht.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  theie  ip,  on  the  part  of 
this  Government,  any  purpose  of  extenuating  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  crimes  of  those  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  hnve  joined  in  military  expeditions  against  the  Britieh 
Government  in  Canada.  On  the  contrary,  the  Prt^ident  directs 
the  undersigned  to  say,  that  it  is  his  fixe;!  resolution  that  all 
such  disturbers  of  the  national  peace,  and  viotaters  of  the  laws 
of  their  coumry,  shall  be  breught  to  exemplary  punishment. 
Nor  will  the  fact  that  they  are  instigated  and  led  on  to  these  ex- 
cesses by  Bi  ilieh  subjects,  refugees  from  the  provinces,  be  deem- 
ed any  excuse  or  palliation;  although  it  is  well  worthy  of  being 
remembered,  that  the  prime  movers  of  these  disturbances  on 
the  borders  are  subjects  o(  the  Clueen,  who  come  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  Ststes,  seeking  to  enlct  the  sympathies  of 
their  citizens,  by  all  the  motives  which  they  are  able  to  address 
to  them,  on  account  of  grievances,  leal  or  imaginary.  There 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  design  of  any  hostile  movement 
from  the  United  States,  aeainst  Canada,  has  commenced  with 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  true  origin  of  such  pur- 
poses and  such  enterprises  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  line.  But 
the  President's  resolution  to  prevent  these  transgressions  of  the 
laws,  is  not,  on  that  account,  the  less  strong.  It  is  taken,  not 
only  in  conformity  to  his  duty,  under  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws,  but  in  full  con<)onance  with  the  established  principles  and 
practice  of  this  Government. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  not,  from  the  first, 
fallen  into  the  doul»t8,  elsewhere  entertained,  of  ihe  true  extent 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  It  l>as  held  that,  however  it  may 
have  been  In  le««  enlightened  ages,  the  iost  interpretation  of 
tho  modern  law  of  nations  Is,  that  neutral  States  are  bound  to 
be  strictly  neutral;  and  that  it  is  a  manifest  and  eross  impro- 
priety for  individuals  lo  engage  in  the  civil  conflicts  of  other 
States,  and  thus  lo  be  at  war  while  their  Gsvernment  is  at 
peace.  War  and  peace  are  high  national  relations,  which  can 
properly  be  established  or  chaneed  only  by  nations  themselves. 

The  United  States  have  thought,  also,  ihat  the  salutary  doc- 
trine of  non  Intervention  by  one  nation  with  tha  affairs  of  others 
is  liable  t>  be  essenially  impaired,  if,  while  Government  re- 
frains from  interference,  interfirenco  is  still  allowed  to  iis  sub- 
jects, individually  or  In  masses.  It  tray  happen,  indeed,  that 
persons  choose  to  leave  their  country,  emigrate  u>  other  re- 
gions, and  settle  themselves  on  uncultivated  lands  in  territories 
belonging  to  other  States.  This  cannot  be  prevented  6y  Gov- 
emments  which  allow  the  emigration  of  their  subjects  and  citi- 
zens; and  such  persons,  having  voluntarily  abandoned  their 
own  country,  have  no  longer  claim  lo  its  protection,  nor  is  it 
longer  responsible  for  their  acts.  Such  cases,  therefore,  if  they 
occur,  show  np  abandonment  of  the  duty  of  neutralhy. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  not  considered  it 
as  sufficient  to  confine  the  duties  of  neutrality  and  non-inter- 
ference to  the  case  of  Governments  whose  tcrniories  lie  adja- 
cent to  each  other.  The  application  of  the  principle  maybe 
more  necessary  In  such  cases,  but  the  principle  itself  th<<y  re- 
gard as  beinglhe  same,  if  those  territories  be  divided  by  half 
the  globe.  The  rule  is  founded  in  the  impropriety  and  danger 
of  allowing  individuals  to  make  war  on  their  own  authority,  or, 
by  minglingthemselvesinthe  belligerent  operations  of  other 
nations,  to  run  the  hazard  of  counteracting  the  policy  or  em- 
(•roiling  the  relations  of  their  own  Government.  And  the 
United  States  have  been  the  first  among  civilized  nations  to  en- 
force the  observance  of  this  just  rule  of  neutrality  and  peace, 
liy  BpecHtl  and  adequate  legal  enactmenta.    In  the  infancy  of 


this  Governnanc;  on  the  breakiof  oat  of  the  ^ropeaif  wets, 
which  had  their  origin  in  the  French  revolution,  ConertM 
passed  laws,  with  severe  penaltiea,  for  pievantiDf  the  eittwtu 
of  the  United  States  from  taking  part  in  tliose  luMiilities. 

By  these  laws,  it  prescribed  to  the  citlzena  of  (ha  Uiiiied 
States  what  it  understood  to  be  tlieir  doty  am  neutrals,  bv  the 
law  o\  nations;  and  tha  duty,  also,  which  they  owed  to  the  mter- 
est  and  honor  of  their  own  country. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  when  (ha  American  coloniee  of  a 
European  power  took  up  arms  ai ainat  ibeir  soverelgQ,  Ceo- 
greea— not  diverted  from  the  establisbed  system  of  the  Govern* 
ibent  by  any  temporary  considerations— not  swerved  from  its 
aence  of  justice  and  of  duty  by  any  sympathies  which  it  night 
naturally  feel  for  one  of  the  partie8--did  not  heeitate,  also,  to 
pass  acts  applicable  to  the  case  of  colonial  intxirrection  and 
civil  war.  And  these  provisions  of  law  have  been  cootlDoed, 
revised,  amended,  and  are  in  full  force  at  the  preaent  momeeL 
Nor  have  they  been  a  dead  letter;  aa  it  is  well  known  that  ex- 
emplary punishments  ttave  been  inflicted  on  thooe  who  bare 
transgressed  them.  It  is  known,  indeed,  that  heavy  perittiea 
have  lallen  on  individuals  (citizens  of  the  United  States)  en- 
gaged in  this  very  disturbance  in  Canada  with  which  the  de- 
etruction  of  the  Caroline  was  connected.  And  it  is  in  Hr. 
Fox's  knowledge,  also,  that  the  act  of  Congreae  of  March  IMi, 
1638,  was  passed  for  the  precise  purpose  of  more  effectually 
restraining  military  enterprises  from  the  United  States  into  tbe 
British  provinces,  by  authorizing  the  use  of  the  moat  rare  and 
decisive  preventive  means.  The  undersigned  may  add,  that 
it  stands  on  the  admission  of  very  high  British  authority,  that 
durii'g  tl)e  recent  Canadian  (roubles,  although  bodies  of  ad- 
venturers appeared  on  the  border,  making  it  necessary  for  Uie 
people  of  (^lada  to  keep  themselves  in  aetata  prepared  for 
self-defence,  yet  that  these  adventurers  were  acthigby  no  means 
in  accordance  with  tbe  feeling  of  the  great  masa  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  or  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

This  Government,  therefore,  not  only  holds  itself  above  re- 
proach in  everything  respecting  the  preservation  of  neutrally, 
the  obeervarice  of  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  me 
strictest  conformity,  in  these  respects,  to  the  nilea  of  interna- 
tional law,  but  it  doubts  not  that  the  world  will  do  it  the  juaiica 
to  acknowledge  that  it  has  set  an  example  not  unfit  to  be 
followed  by  others^  and  that,  by  its  steady  leglalatlon  on  tkia 
most  importantsublect,  it  has  done  something  to  promote  peace 
and  good  neighborhood  among  nations,  and  to  advance  tbe 
civilization  of  mankind. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  when  her  Britannic  Maksty's 
Government  shall  present  the  grounds,  at  length,  on  whicii  tmy 
justify  the  local  authorities  of  Canada  in  attacking  and  destroy, 
ing  tbe  "Caroline,"  they  will  consider  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  such  as  the  undersigned  has  now  repreaented  tbein, 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  always  maai- 
fested  a  sincere  disposition  to  see  those  laws  effectually  and  in- 
partially  adminbtered.  If  there  have  been  caaea  in  which  In- 
dividuals, Justly  obnoxious  to  punishment,  haveeacaped,  tlw 
is  no  more  than  happens  in  regard  to  ether  laws. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  under  those  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  transaction  itself,  it  will  be  for  her  Majeftv'f 
Government  to  show  upon  what  state  of  facts,  and  what  mles 
of  national  law,  the  destruction  of  the  •KJaroline"  is  to  be  de- 
fended. It  will  be  for  that  Government  to  show  a  necessity  of 
self-defence,  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no  choice  of  meani, 
and  no  moment  for  deliberation.  It  will  be  for  it  to  show,  also, 
that  the  local  authorities  of  Canada,  even  supposing  the  neces- 
sity of  the  moment  authorized  ihcm  to  enter  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  at  all,  did  nothing  unreasonable  or  exceanve, 
since  the  act,  justified  by  the  necessity  of  self  defence,  must  be 
limited  by  that  necessity,  and  kept  cleariy  within  it.  It  must  fce 
f^hown  that  admonition  or  remonstrance  to  the  persons  on  board 
the  "(Caroline"  was  impracticable,  or  would  have  been  unavail- 
ing. It  must  be  shown  that  daylight  could  not  be  waited  for; 
that  there  could  be  nu  attempt  at  discrimination  between  tbe 
innocent  ai.d  the  guilty;  that  it  would  not  have  been  enough  to 
seize  and  detain  the  vessel;  but  that  there  was  a  necessity,  pres- 
ent and  inevitable,  for  attacking  her  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  while  moored  to  tbe  shore,  and  while  unarmed  men  were 
asleep  on  lioard,  killing  some  and  wounding  others,  and  then 
drawing  her  into  the  current,  above  the  cataract,  setting  her  tm 
fire,  atid,  careless  to  know  whether  there  miaht  notbeinber 
the  innocent  with  the  iruilty,  or  the  living  witn  the  dead,  com- 
mitting hei  to  a  fate  which  fills  the  imagination  with  lioiTor.  k 
necessity  for  all  this,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can- 
not believe  to  have  existed. 

All  will  see  that,  ifsuch  things  be  allowed  lo  occur,  thev  moat 
lead  lo  bloody  and  exasiierated  war.  And  when  an- individotl 
comes  Into  tbe  United  States  from  CanaJa,  and  to  the  very  place 
on  which  (his  drama  was  performed,  and  there  riiooses  to  make 
public  and  vainglorious  boaot  of  the  part  be  acted  in  it,  it  is 
hardly  wonderful  that  greit  excitement  should  be  created,  and 
some  degree  of  commotion  arise. 

This  republic  does  not  wish  to  disturb  tho  tranauillity  of  the 
world;  its  object  is  peace,  its  policy  peace.  It  seeks  no  aggian- 
dizemeni  by  foreign  conquest,  because  it  knows  that  no  foreijpi 
acquisitions  could  augment  its  power  and  importance  so  rapid- 
ly as  they  are  already  advancing  by  its  own  nattiral  growth, 
under  the  propitious  circumstances  of  its  situation.  Hot  it 
cannot  admit  that  its  Government  has  not  both  the  will  and  tbe 
power  to  preserve  its  own  neutrality,  and  to  enforce  the  ob 
servances  of  its  own  laws  upon  its  own  citizens.  It  is  jcakns 
of  its  rights,  and  among  others,  and  most  especially,  of  tbe 
right  of  the  absolute  immunity  of  its  territory  againat  af^res- 
sion  from  abroad;  and  these  rights  it  is  the  duty  and  determin- 
ailon  of  this  Government  fully  and  at  all  times  to  maintain, 
while  it  will  at  the  same  lime  as  scrupulously  refrain  from  io- 
frijM^ng  on  the  rights  of  others. 

l^e  President  instructs  the  under«gned  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  he  confidently  trusts  that  this,  and  all  other  questtooe 
of  difllerence  between  the  two  Governments,  will  be  treated  by 
both  in  the  full  oxerciseof  such  a  spirit  of  candor,  justice,  and 
mutual  respect,  as  shall  give  assurance  of  the  long  continnaoce 
of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  toaMirs 

Mr.  Fox  of  his  high  consideration.  

DANIEL  WEB9TBR. 
Hbnrt  S.  Fox,  Esq., 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plempotenottrn. 

Extract  from  the  nuMaage  of  tha  Preaident  to  Confreait  at 
the  commevtcement  qfita  preaent  aeaaion. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  ludce  known  to  you  an 
equally  satisfactory  conclusion  hn  tl»e  case  of  the  **CanriiBB" 
steamer,  with  tbe  dreaoMtADoee  cooiMctad  with  itedaM«c< 


r 


CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBE. 


«y 


tMB  vf  whkh,  in  December,  1837,  by  an  aimed  force  fiued  out 
Id  Ae  pnmnoe  of  Upper  C^ada,  you  are  already  made  ac- 
qtniued.  No  tuch  atonement  aa  was  due  for  the  public 
wmf  to  the  Uofied  States  by  thia  invasion  of  her  territory,  so 
vkolly  irreconcileable  with  her  rights  as  an  independent  power, 
hai  yet  beca  o*a4e.  In  the  view  talcen  by  this  Government, 
tketeq^hy  wtkvtfaerthe  vesel  wasin  the  employment  of  those 
wbdwereproaacating  an  unauthorized  war  against  that  prov. 
iaoB,  or  wasei^ged  by  the  owner  in  the  business  of  transport- 
ng  paaseoecn  to  and  from  Navy  island,  in  hopes  of  private 
BUB,  (vtiich  was  most  probably  the  case.)  in  no  de^ee  alters 
OM  real  qaealion  at  Issue  between  the  two  Governments.  This 
OsvemmeotcauaeTer  concede  to  any  foreign  Government  the 
power,  except  in  a  case  of  the  most  urgent  and  extreme  ne- 
csHity,  of  invading  its  territory,  either  to  arrest  the  persons  or 
iemroj  tlie  propertv  of  thoae  who  may  have  violated  the  muni- 
pal  laws  of  such  loreign  Government,  or  have  disregarded 
tMr  obligations  arisinf  under  the  law  of  nations.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Biates  must  be  regarded  as  sacredly  secure 
laiMt  all  such  invasions,  until  they  shall  voluntarily  aclcnow- 
lolgB  mabUity  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  duty  to  oih«>ra;  and, 
in  anoooocing  this  sentiment,  1  do  but  affirm  a  principle  which 
■0  oa'Too  on  earth  would  be  more  ready  to  vindicate,  at'  all 
Ittzards,  than  the  people  and  Government  of  Great  Britain.  If, 
apes  a  foil  ioveattgaiion  of  all  the  facts,  it  sliall  appear  that  the 
owser  of  the  ^  Caroline"  was  aovemed  by  a  hostile  intent,  or 
bsd  made  oooBmon  canoe  with  those  who  were  in  the  occupancy 
of  Navy  istand,  then,  so  fkr  as  he  is  concerned,  there  csnbe  no 
diiai  to  iodeiBoity  Mr  the  deotruction  of  his  boat,  which  this 
flovcnnnot  would  feel  itself  bound  to  prosecute;  since  he 
would  have  acted  not  only  in  derogation  of  the  riffhta  of  Great 
IMaiB,  b«t  in  clear  violaiion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Bat  that  li  a  qmscion  which,  however  aettled,  in  no  manner  in- 
vslfis  tiM  hifber  cooaiderationof  tho  violation  of  territorial 
Mveceigacy  avl  jurisdiction.  To  recosoise  it  as  an  admissible 
fliaaioe,  that  each  Government,  in  its  turn,  upon  any  sud- 
M  sad  onaathorixad  outbreair  on  a  fronuer,  the  extent  of 
vttch  Tendon  it  impossible  for  eidier  to  have  an  efficient  force 
«a every  mile  of  ic,  and  which  outbreair,  therefore,  neither  may 
It  able  M  soppress  in  a  day,  may  talre  vengeance  into  its  own 
Isadi,  and  witlwat  even  a  remonstrance,  and  in  the  absence 
«f  any  preasmg  or  overruling  neceaeity,  may  invade  the  terri- 
nry  of  the  other,  would  inevitably  lead  to  resalta  equally  to  be 
^Bplondby  both.  When  border  collisions  come  to  receive  the 
m,  or  to  be  made  on  the  auttiority,  of  either  GoverrHnent, 
il  war  roost  be  the  inevitable  result  While  It  is  the  ar- 
dcsifa  of  the  United  Butea  to  cultivate  the  relations  of 
peace  with  aU  naliona,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  good  neigh- 
bethood  loersrds  tluMe  who  poMess  territories  adjoining  their 
ova.  that  vory  desire  would  lead  ibera  to  deny  the  right  of  any 
fonign  power  to  invade  their  boundary  with  an  armed  force. 
The  correspooUence  between  the  two  Governments  on  this 
■sbjsct  wiU,  at  a  future  day  of  your  session,  be  sobmiUed  to 
Toar consideration:  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  hidulge 
itM  hope  that  the  British  Government  will  see  the  propriety  of 
rceovodoc,  as  a  mkoffnture  action;  the  precedent  wnich  has 
biea  set  in  the  aflkfr  at  Schknser . 
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Lord  Atkbttrton  to  Mr.  Webster. 

WASHmoTON,  July  23, 1842. 
Sib:  In  thecovrse  of  our  conferences  on  the  several  subjects  of 
diferenoe  which  it  was  the  object  of  ray  mission  to  endeavor  to 
Mttls,  the  unfortunate  case  of  the  Caroline,  with  its  attendant 
ooQwqueocea^  could  not  escape  out  attention;  for,  although  it  is 
not  of  a  descnptitm  to  be  susceptible  of  any  settlement  by  a  con- 
vestion  or  treaty,  yet,  being  cont)ected  with  the  highest  consid- 
erations of  natiooal  honor  and  tiigniiy,  it  has  given  rise,  at  times, 
to  deep  excitements,  so  as  more  than  once  to  ent&nger  the 
oaioteoance  of  peace . 

The  note  you  did  rooihe  h'uior  of  addrcf^irg  me  the  27th  in- 
MniL,  lemmds  me  that,  however  disposed  your  Government 
might  be  to  be  saiiFfied  with  llie  explanations  which  il  has 
beoi  my  duly  to  uffer,  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  public  mind 
rrqnires  that  these  explanations  should  be  more  durably  re- 
corded in  our  correspondence;  and  you  send  me  a  copy  of  your 
aotetoMr.  Fox,  herBriunoic  Majesty's  minister  here,  an<l  an 
oiract  from  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
ID  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  as  a  ready 
mode  of  preooMting  the  view  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the 
GovemoMnt  of  the  United  States. 

It  ia  so  far  satisfactory  to  perceive  that  we  are  perfectly 
inced  ae  to  the  general  principles  of  international  law  applica- 
MB  to  this  unfortunate  case.  Respect  for  the  inviolable  charac- 
ter of  the  territory  of  independent  nations  is  the  most  essential 
foaodation  of  avilisation.  It  is  usel^ea  to  strengthen  a 
priociple  so  generally  acknowledged,  by  any  appeal  to  aulhori* 
ties  on  international  law;  aikd  you  may  be  assured,  sir,  that  her 
Majesty's  Government  set  the  highest  possible  value  on  this 
priitdple,aiidaresen8ibleoftheir  duty  to  support  it  by  their 
coaduct  and  example,  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  order  in 
the  worh).  If  a  sense  of  moral  responsibility  were  not  a  suffi* 
CMDteecuiity  for  their  observance  of  this  duty  towards  all  na- 
UQQs,  it  will  be  readily  believed  that  the  most  common  dictates 
of  inlsrest  and  policy  would  lead  to  it  in  the  case  of  a  long  cod- 
unninous  boundary  of  some  thouaaiM  miles,  with  a  countiy  of 
each  treat  and  crowing  power  as  the  United  States  of  America, 
inbabitsd  by  a  kindred  race,  gifted  wlthjrll  iis  activity,  and  all 
its  •uscepUbility  on  points  of  national  lienor. 

Every  cooside^atioT^  therefore,  leads  us  to  set,  as  highly  as 
jogr  Government  can  possibly  do,  this  paramount  obligation  of 
reciprocal  respect  for  the  independent  territory  of  each.  But 
boweverstroog  this  doty  may  be,  jt  is  admitted  bjr  all  writers, 
by  all  juriata,  by  the  occaatonal  practice  of  all  ruuions,  not  ex* 
eeprfttgvour  own,  that  a  strong  overpowering  necessity  may 
ania,  wnen  this  great  principle  ma  vend  must  bo  suspended.- 
Itmustbesofor  the  shoitestpoaaible  period,  during  the  con- 
tiaaance  of  an  admitted  overruling  necessity,  and  airictly  con- 
fined within  the  narrowest  limits  imposed  by  that  necessity. 
Mf-dsfooce  Is  the  first  law  of  ournatnre;and  it  must  be  recog- 
Bleed  by^  every  code  which  professes  to  regolste  tbe  condition 
aad  rewiooe  of  man.  Upon  this  modification  (if  I  may  so  call 
it)  of  the  great  general  principle,  we  seem  also  to  be  agieed; 
eod  on  this  part  of  tbe  snbiectl  have  done  little  more  than  re- 
peat dbaeentiraenta,  though  in  less  forcible  language,  admitted. 
lod  maintained  by  you  in  the  letter  to  which  vou  refer  me. 

Agredng,  therefore,  onthe  general  principle,  and  on  the  pes- 
■bis  exception  to  which  it  Is  liable,  the  only  question  between  us 
ie,  whetlmr  tbia  occurrence  came  within  the  limita  fairly  to  be  ' 
leeigaert  toeach  ezceptioo;  whether,  to  use  your  words,  there 
w«  "ibMi  nacsiuiiy  of  self-defaiice,  ioetant,  overwhelmiog, 


leuvirur  no  choice  of  mear  s,"  which  preceded  the  declrucMnn  of 
the  Caroline,  while  moored  to  the  shore  of  tho  Vniied  S.aics. 
Give  me  leave  to  »ey,  sir,  with  all  possible  admiration  ot  your 
very  ingenious  discussion  of  the  general  prinriples  which  are 
supposed  to  govern  the  ri^htand  practice  of  interference  by  the 
people  of  ooe  country  in  the  wars  and  quarrels  of  others,  that 
this  part  ofyour  argument  is  little  applicable  to  our  immediate 
case.  If  Great  Britain,  America,  or  any  other  country,  suffer 
their  people  to  fit  out  expeditions  to  take  part  in  distant  quar- 
rels, such  conduct  may,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
caeo,  be  justly  matter  of  complaint;  and,  perhaps  these  traas. 
sciions  have  generallv  been  in  late  times  too  much  overlooked 
or  connived  at.  But  the  case  we  are  considering,  is  of  a  wholly 
difTerent  deacription,  and  may  be  beet  determined  by  answer- 
ina  the  following  question.  Supposing  a  man,  standing  on 
ground  where  you  nave  no  legal  right  to  follow  him,  hais  a 
weapon  long  enough  to  reach  you.  and  Is  striking  you  down  and 
endangering  your  life:  how  long  are  you  bound  to  wait  for 
tbe  anistance  of  the  authority  having  the  legal  power  to 
calleve  you?  or,  to  bring  the  facts  more  imn>ediately  home  to 
the  case,  if  cannon  are  moving  and  eetiing  up  in  a  battery  which 
can  reach  you,  and  are  actually  destroying  life  and  properly  by 
(heir  fire,  if  you  have  remonstrated  for  some  time  without  ef- 
fect, and  see  no  prospect  of  relief,  when  begins  your  rijght  to 
defend  yourself,  should  you  hsve  no  other  means  of  doing  so 
than  by  seising  your  assailant  on  the  verge  of  a  neutral  terri- 
tory? 

I  am  unwilling  to  recall  to  youi  recollection  the  particulars 
of  this  case;  but  I  am  obliged  very  shortly  to  do  so,  lo  show 
what  was,  at  the  time,the  extent  of  the  existing  Uistification;  for, 
upon  this,  entirely  depends  ibetiuestion  whether  a  gross  insult 
has  or  has  not  been  oflered  to  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  ITnited  States. 

After  some  tumultuous  proceedings  in  Upper  Canada,  which 
Were  of  ehort  duration,  and  were  suppressed  by  the  militia  of 
tho  country,  the  persons  criminally  concerned  In  them  took  ref- 
uge in  the  neighboring  State  of  New  York;  and,  with  a  very 
large  addition  to  theJr  numbers,  openly  collected,  invaded  the 
Canadian  territory,  taking  possession  of  Navy  island. 

This  invasion  took  place  the  16th  of  December,  1837;  a  grad- 
ual acceasion  of  numbers  and  of  military  ammunition  continued 
openly,  and.  though  under  the  aanction  of  no  public  authority, 
at  least  with  no  public  hindrance,  until  the  29'.h  oftheeame 
month,  when  several  hundred  men  were  collecteil,  and  twelve 
pieces  of  c»rdnance,  which  could  only  have  been  procured  from 
some  public  store  or  arsenal,  were  actually  mounted  on  Navy 
island,  and  were  used  to  fire  within  easy  range  upon  the  unof- 
fending inbabitante  of  the  opposite  shore.  Remonstrances, 
wholly  ineffectual,  were  madej  so  ineffectual.  Indeed,  thai  a 
militia  regiment,  stationed  on  the  neighboring  American  inland, 
looked  on  without  any  attempt  at  interference,  while  fh<*ts 
were  fired  from  the  American  ialand  itself.  This  important  fact 
stands  onthe  best  American  authority,  being  stated  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the  6th  February,  1838,  of  Mr.  Benton,  au 
tomey  of  the  Un-ted  Statea,  the  gentleman  sent  by  your  Gov 
emmenlto  inquire  into  the  facta  of  the  case;  who  adds,  very 
properly,  that  he  makes  the  stateihent  "with  deep  regret  and 
mortification." 

This  force,  formed  of  all  the  reckless  and  mischievous  people 
of  the  border,  formidable  from  their  numbers  and  from  their  ar- 
mament, had  in  their  pay,  and  as  part  of  their  establisliment, 
this  steamboat  Caroline--the  important  means  and  instrument 
by  which  numbers  and  arms  were  hourly  increasing.  I  mieht 
safely  put  It  to  any  candid  man  acauainted  with  the  existing 
state  of  things,  to  say  whether  the  military  commander  in  Can 
ada  had  the  remotest  reason,  on  the  SBth  of  December,  to  ex- 
Beet  to  be  relieved  from  this  state  of  sulTerink  by  the  protective 
intervention  of  any  American  authority,  llow  long  could  a 
Government,  having  the  paramount  duty  of  protecting  its  own 
people,  be  reatwiiably  fx peeled  tn  wait  for  "what  they  had  then 
no  reason  10  expect?  What  would  have  been  the  conduct  of 
American  ofTjcers?  What  has  been  (heir  conduct  under  cir- 
cumstances much  lew  aggravated?  I  would  appeal  to  you,  air, 
to  say  whether  the  facts  which  you  say  would  alone  jueiify 
this  act,  vis:  "a  necessitv  of  self  defence,  instant,  overwhelm- 
ing, leaving  no- choice  of  means,  and  no  moment  for  delibera- 
tion," were  not  applicable  to  this  casein  as  high  a  degree  ae 
they  ever  were  to  any  case  of  a  similar  description  in  the  histo- 
ry of  nations. 

Nearly  five  years  are  now  passed  since  this  occurrence;  there 
has  been  time  for  the  public  to  deliberate  upon  it  calmlv;  and  I 
believe  T  may  take  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  candid  and  honora- 
ble men,  that  the  British  ofllcers  wl  o  executed  this  transaction, 
and  their  Government  who  approved  it,  iniended  no  slight  or 
disrespect  to  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United  States. 
That  they  Intended  no  such  disrespect,  I  can  most  solemnly 
affirm;  and  I  trust  it  will  be  admitted  that  no  inference  to  the 
contrary  can  fairly  be  drawn,  even  by  the  mostsuscepuble  in 
points  of  national  honor. 

Notwithstanding  my  wish  that  the  explanation  I  had  lo  make, 
might  not  revive  in  any  degree  any  feelings  of  irriution,  I  do 
not  see  how  I  could  treat  this  subject  without  this  short  recital 
of  facts, because  the  proof  that  no  disrespect  was  intended  is 
mainly  to  he  looked  for  in  the  extent  of  the  justification. 

There  remains  only  a  point  or  two  which  1  should  wish  lo 
notice,  to  remove,  in  some  degree,  the  impression  which  your 
rather  hichly  colored  description  of  this  transaction  is  calcu- 
lated to  make.  The  mode  of^  telling  a  story  often  tends  to  dis- 
tort facts;  and  in  this  case,  more  than  tn  any  other,  it  is  import- 
ant to  arrive  at  plain  unvarnished  truth. 

It  appears  from  every  account,  that  the  expedition  was  sent 
to  capture  the  Caroline  when  she  was  expected  to  be  found  on 
the  British  ground  of  Navy  island,  and  that  il  was  only  owing 
to  the  orders  of  the  rebel  leader  being  disobeyed,  that  she  was 
not  so  found.  When  the  British  officer  came  round  the  point 
of  the  island  in  the  nisht,  he  first  discovered  thai  the  vessel  wss 
moored  to  the  other  snore.  He  was  not  by  this  deterred  from 
makiog  the  capture,  and  hia  conduct  was  approved.  But  you 
will  perceive  that  there  waa  here,  hiost  decidedly,  the  case  of 
justification  mem  ionf  din  your  note,  that  there  should  1>e  "no 
moment  left  for  deliberation."  I  mention  this  circumstance  to 
show,  also,  that  the  expedition  waa  not  planned  with  a  premed- 
itated purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Statea,  but  that  the  necessity  of  so  doing  arose  fiom 
altered  circumstances  at  the  moment  of  execution. 

I  have  only  further  to  notice  the  highly  colored  picture  drawn 
in  your  note,  of  the  flKCta  attending  the  execution  of  this  service. 
Some  importance  is  aiuched  to  the  attack  having  been  made 
in  the  nightl  and  the  veosel  having  been  set  on  fire  and  fioated 
down  the  falls  of  the  river:  and  it  ia  tosinuated  rather  than  as- 
serted, that  there  was  careieianefle  aa  to  the  lives  of  the  persona  • 


\\  on  board.  The  account  given  by  the  distinguished  officer  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  distinctly  refutes,  or  satiafactorily 
explains  these  assertions.  The  time  of  night  was  purposely  se- 
lected as  most  likely  to  insure  the  execution,  with  the  least  Inaa 
of  life;  snd  it  is  expressly  stated  that,  the  strength  of  the  current 
not  permitting  the  vessel  to  be  carried  off,  and  it  being  necesea* 
rv  10  destroy  her  by  fire,  she  was  drawn  into  the  stream  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  injury  to  persons  or  proper- 
ty of  the  inhabitants  at  Hchlosser. 

I  would  willingly  have  abstained  from  a  return  to  the  facte  of 
this  transaction;  my  duty  bcins  to  offer  those  explanations  and 
assurances  which  may  lead  to  satisfy  the  public  mind,  and  to 
the  cessation  of  all  angry  feeling;  but  it  appeared  to  me  that 
y  some  explanation  of  pai ui  of  the  case,  apparently  misunder< 
stood,  might  be  of  service  for  this  purpose. 

Alinough  it  is  believed  that  a  candid  and  impartial  corraldera- 
tlOD  of  the  whole  history  of  this  unfortunate  event  will  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  grounds  of  justification  as  strong 
as  were  ever  presented  in  such  cases;  and,  above  all,  that  no 
slight  of  tlie  authority  of  the  United  Stales  were  intended,  yet 
it  must  be  admitted  that  there  was,  in  the  hurried  execution  of 
this  necessary  service,  a  violation  of  territory;  and  I  am  in- 
atnicted  to  assure  vou  that  her  Majesty's  Government  consider 
this  as  a  most  serious  fact;  and  that,  far  from  thinking  that  an 
event  of  this  kind  should  be  lightly  risked,  they  would  unfeim. 
ediy  deprecate  its  recurrence.  Looking  back  to  what  passed  at 
this  distance  of  time,  what  is,  perhaps,  most  to  be  regretted,  is, 
that  some  explanation  and  apology  for  this  occurrence  was  not 
immediately  made.  This  (with  a  frank  explanation  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case)  might,  and  probably  would,  have  prevented 
much  of  the  exasperation,  and  of  the  subsequent  complaints 
and  recriminations  to  which  it  gave  rise. 

There  are  possible  cases  in  the  relations  of  naiiona,  as  of  in- 
dividuals, where  necessity,  which  controls  all  other  laws,  may 
be  pleaded;  but  it  is  neither  easy  nor  safe  to  attempt  to  define 
the  rights  or  limi  s  properly  assignable  to  such  a  plea.  This 
most  always  be  a  subject  of  much  delicacy,  and  should  be  con 
aidered  by  friendly  nations  with  great  candor  and  forbearance. 
The  intentions  of  the  parties  must  mainly  be  looked  to.  And 
can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  Great  Britain  would  in- 
tentionally and  wantonly  provoke  a  great  and  powerful  neigh- 
bor? 

Her  Majesty's  Government  earnestly  desire  that  a  reciprocal 
respect  for  the  independent  jurisdiction  and  authority  of  neigh- 
boring States  may  be  considered  among  the  first  duties  of  all 
Governments;  and  I  have  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  regret  they 
feel,  I  hat  the  event  of  which  I  am  treating  should  have  disturbed 
the  harmony  they  so  anxiously  wish  to  maintain  with  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  Government. 

Connected  with  these  transactions,  there  have  also  been  cir- 
cumstances, of  which  I  believe  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
Great  liritain  has  also  had  just  cronnd  to  complain,  individu- 
als have  been  made  personally  liable  for  acts  done  under  the 
avowed  authority  of  their  Government;  and  there  are  now  many 
brave  men  exposed  to  personal  consequences  for  no  other 
cause  than  having  served  their  country.  That  this  is  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  international  law,  it  is  useless  for  me  to 
insist.  Indeod,  it  has  been  admitted  by  every  authority  of  vour 
Government;  but,  owing  to  a  conflict  of  laws,  difllcultiee  have 
intervened,  much  to  the  regret  of  those  authorities,  in  giving 
piactical  effect  to  these  principles;  and  for  these  difficulties 
some  remedy  has  been  by  all  desired.  It  is  no  business  of  mine 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  them;  nor  have  I  sufficient  in- 
formation for  the  purpose.  But  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my  ad- 
dressing to  you  (he  inquiry.  Whether  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  is  now  in  a  condition  lo  secure,  in  efl*ect  and  in 
practice,  the  principle — which  has  never  been  denied  in  argu- 
ment—that  individuals,  acting  under  legitimate  authority,  are 
not  personally  responsible  for  executing  the  orders  of  their 
Government.  That  the  power,  when  it  f  xi8tt>,  will  be  used  on 
every  fit  occasion,  I  am  well  assurrd;  and  1  am  bound  to  admit 
that,  looking  thrautih  the  voluminous  Conei»pondence  concera- 
ing  these  transoctfons,  there  appears  no  indisposition. with  any 
ofihenuihorities  of  the  Fedeial  Government,  utuler  its  several 
administrations,  to  do  justice  in  this  respect  in  as  far  aa  their 
means  and  power  would  allow. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  hope  that  all  feelings 
of  resentment  and  ill-will  resu'tin^  from  these  truly  unfortu- 
nate events,  may  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that  il^ey  may  be 
succeeded  by  those  of  harmony  and  friendship,  which  it  is  cer< 
tainly  the  interest,  and,  1  also  believe,  the  inclination,  of  all  to 
promote. 

I  bes,  sir,  you  will  be  assured  of  my  high  and  unfeigned  con- 
eidenuion. 

A8HBURT0N. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbstbr,  dec,  d^c.,  Ac. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

"  Departmbnt  OP  Stats, 

Washington,  August  6, 1812. 

Your  Lordship's  note  of  the  28th  Julv,  in  answer  lo  mine  of 
the  27th,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "Caroline,"  has  been  re* 
ceived  and  laid  before  the  President. 

The  Prerident  sees,  with  pleasure,  thai  your  Lordship  fully 
admits  those  great  principles  of  public  law,  applicable  to  caaee 
of  this  kind,  which  this  Government  has  expressed;  and  that,  on 
your  part,  as  on  ours,  respect  for  the  inviofable  character  of  tJie 
territory  of  independent  States  is  the  most  essential  feunda* 
tion  of  civilisation.  And  while  it  is  admitted,  on  both  sidea, 
that  there  are  exceptionsto  this  rule,  he  is  gratified  to  find  tha^ 
your  Lordship  admits  that  such  exceptions  must  come  within 
the  limitations  stated  and  the  terms  used  in  a  former  communi- 
cation from  this  depariment  to  the  British  Plenipotentiary 
here.  Undoubtedly  it  Is  lust,  that,  while  it  is  admitted  that  ex* 
ceptions  growing  out  ef  the  great  law  of  self  defence  do  exist, 
those  exceptions  should  be  confined  to  cases  in  which  the  "ne- 
cessity of  self  defence  is  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no 
choice  of  means,  and  n)  moment-for  deliberation." 

Understanding  these  principles  alike,*the  difierence  between 
the  two  Governmenta  is  only  whether  the  facts  in  the  caae  of 
the 'Ki^oline"  makeout  acaseof  such  necessity  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  self-defence.  Seeing  that  the  transaction  ia  not  recent, 
having  hapi>ened  in  the  time  of  one  of  his  predecessors;  seeing 
that  your  Lordship,  in  the -name  ofyour  Government,  aolemnly 
declares  that  no  slight  or  disrespect  was  intended  to  the  sov- 
ereign authority  of  the  United  Slates;  seeing  that  It  is  aclmowl- 
edged  that,  whether  justifiable  or  nut,  there  was  yet  a  violation 
of  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that  you  are  instruct- 
ed  to  say  that  your  Government  consideis  that  as  a  moat  as* 
rious  occurrence;  seeing,  finally,  that  il  is  now  admitted  thai  ^D, 
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explanation  and  apology  for  this  violaiion  was  due  at  the  time, 
thePiceident  if  content  to  receive  these  acknowledgments  and 
BBflurancce  in  the  conciliatory  spirit  wliich  marks  your  Lord- 
ships letter,  and  will  make  this  subject  as  a  complamt  of  viola- 
tion of  territory,  the  topic  of  no  further  discussion  between  the 
two  Gorernments. 

AS  to  that  part  of  your  Lordship's  riOte  which  relates  to  other 
occurrences  spriugmg  out  oi  tlie  case  of  the  ^'Caroline,"  with 
which  occurrences  the  name  of  Alexander  McLeod  has  Income 
connected.  I  have  to  say,  that  ibe  Government  of  the  United 
States  entirely  adhere  to'  tiie  sentiments  and  opinions  expressed 
In  the  communications  from  this  department  to  Mr.  Fox.  This 
Government  has  Admitted  that,  fur  an  act  committed  by  the 
command  of  his  sovereign,  jure  btUi^  an  individual  cannot  be 
responsible  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  another  8tate.  It  would 
cegard  it  as  a  high  indignity  if  a  citizen  of  its  own,  acting  under 
its  authority,  and  by  its  special  command,  in  such  cases,  were 
held  to  answer  in  a  municipal  tribunal,  and  to  undergo  punish- 
ment, as  if  tbe  behest  of  his  Government  were  no  defence  or 
protection  to  him. 

But  your  Lordship  is  aware  that,  in  regular  ronstiiuiional 
Governments,  persons  arrested  on  charges  of  high  cj-iines-can 
only  b«  discharged  bv  some  judicial  proceeding.  It  is  so  in 
England;  it  is  so  in  the  colonies  and  provinces  of  England. 
Tlie  forms  of  judicial  proceeding  differ  in  diflortnt  cuuiitrie», 
being  more  rapid  in  some  and  more  dilatory  in  others;  and  it 
may  be  added,  generally  more  dilatory,  or  at  least  more  cau 
tious,  in  cases  aflecting  life,  in  Governments  of  a  strictly  lim* 
ited,  than  in  these  of  a  more  unlimited  character.  It  was  a 
subject  of  regret  that  the  release  of  McLeod  was  so  lopg  de- 
layed. A  State  court,  and  that  not  of  the  highest  jurisdiction, 
decided  that,  on  summary  application,  embarrasseil,  as  it  would 
appear,  by  technical  dimcuhies,  he  o^iuld  not  be  released  by 
that  court.  His  discharge,  shortly  afterward,  by  a  jury,  to 
whom  he  preferred  to  submit  his  case,  rendered  unnecessary 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  legnl  question.  It  is  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  whose  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  subject,  to  say  what  further  provision  ought  to  be  made 
to  expedite  proceeaiogs  in  such  cases;  and,  in  answer  to  your 
Lordship's  question  towards  the  close  of  your  note,  I  have  to 
say  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  holds  itself  not 
only  fully  disposed,  but  fully  competent,  to  carry  into  practice 
every  principle  which  it  ivows  or  acknowledges,  and  to  fulfil 
every  duty  and  obligation  which  it  owes  to  foreign  Govern* 
ments,  their  citizens  or  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord,  with  great  consideration, 
your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  AsiuuRTON,  ice.,  dtc.  ice. 

IMPRESSMENT. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

Dbpartmsmt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  8th  August,  1812. 

Mv  Lord:  We  have  had  several  conversations  on  the  subject 
of  impressment,  but  I  do  not  understand  thai  your  Lordvhip 
has  instructions  from  your  Government  to  negotiate  upon  it; 
nor  does  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ree  any  utility  in 
opening  such  negotiation,  unless  the  British  Government  is  pre- 
pared to  renounce  the  practice  in  all  future  wars. 

No  cause  has  produ''ed,  to  so  ^reat  an  extent,  and  for  so  lon^ 
a  period,  disturbing  and  irritating  influences  on  the  political 
relations  of  the  United  States  and  England  as  the  impressment 
of  seamen  by  British  cruisers  from  American  merchant  vee* 
sole. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  between  the  two  countries  in  1812, 
hardly  a  year  elapsed  without  loud  complaint  and  earnest  re. 
monstrance.  A  deep  feeling  of  oppoeition  to  the  right  claimed, 
and  to  the  practice  exercised  under  it — and  not  uiifrequenily 
exercised  without  ilia  least  regard  to  what  justice  and  hu- 
manity would  have  dictated,  even  if  the  right  itself  had 
been  admitted — took  possession  of  the  public  ntiiwl  of  America', 
and  this  feeling,  it  is  well  known,  coo|>c rated  m"st  powerfully 
with  other  causes,  to  produce  the  stale  of  hostilities  which  en- 
sued. 

At  diflerent  periods,  before  and  since  the  war,  negotiations 
have  taken  phnx  between  tiie  two  Goverumcnta,  with  the  hope 
of  finding  some  means  of  quieting  these  coinphimiri.  At  some 
limes,  the  efleciiial  abolition  of  the  practice  has  been  requested 
and  treated  of;  at  other  timeW,  its  temporary  suspension;  and, 
at  other  times  again,  the  li'ni  ation  of  its  exercise  and  some  se- 
curity against  its  enormous  abuses. 

A  common  destiny  has  attended  the^  eflbrts;  they  have  all 
failed.  The  question  stands  at  this  moment  where  it  stood 
fifty  years  ago.  The  noirest  approach  to  a  s(;itleinent  was  a 
convention  proposed  In  !8<'3,  and  which  had  come  to  the 
point  of  signature,  when  it  was  broken  off  in  ronspqurnce 
of  the  Briti.<h  Governmentinsi.^ting  that  the  narrou;  seas  should 
be  expressly  excepted,  out  of  the  sphere  over  which  the  con- 
templated stipulaiions  arainet  impressment  fhould  extend. 
The  American  minister,  Mr.  King,  regarded  this  exception  as 
quite  inadmissible,  and  chose  rather  to  abandon  tlie  negotiation 
than  to  acquiesce  In  the  doctrine  which  it  proposed  to  estab 
iish. 

England  asserts  the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects, 
in  time  of  war,  out  of  neutral  merchant  vessels,  and  of  deciding 
by  her  visiting  officers,  who,  among  the  crows  of  fuch  mer- 
chant vessels,  are  British  subjects.  She  asserts  lhi:i  as  a  legal 
exercise  of  tlie  preiogative  of  the  Crown;  which  prerogative  is 
alleged  to  be  founded  on  the  Englicsh  law  of  po  petual  and  india. 
soluble  allegiance  of  the  subject,  and  his  oblieation,  under  all 
circumstances,  and  for  his  whole  life,  to  render  military  ser- 
vics  to  the  Crown  whenever  required. 

This  statement,  made  in  the  words  of  eminent  British  iurists, 
shows,  at  once,  that  ^the  English  claim  is  far  broader  than  the 
basis  or  platform  on  which  K  is  raised.  The  law  relied  on  is 
English  law;  the  obligations  insisted  on  are  obligations  exist- 
ing between  the  Crown  of  England  and  its  subjects.  This  law 
aod  these  obligations,  it  is  admitted,  may  be  such  as  England 
may  choose  they  shall  he.  But  then  they  must  be  confined  to 
the  parties.  Impressment  of  seamen,  out  of  and  beyond  Eng- 
iMh  territory,  and  from  on  board  the  ships  of  other  nations,  is 
an  interference  with  the  rights  of  othei^  nations;  is  further, 
therefore,  than  English  prerogative  can  legally  extend;  and  is 
nothloabutan  attempt  to  enforce  the  peculiar  law  of  England 
beyond  the  dominions  and  juristfiction  of  the  Crown.  The 
cUim  aawrtf  ta  eztrft'territorial  authority  for  the  law  of  Brit- 


iah  prerogative;  and  a^-ume:'  to  •  xerri  e  this  extra-territtTiill 
auihorliy  to  the  maniffsi  injury  and  onnoyancoof  the  citizens 
and  Bubjccts  of  other  Siuub,  on  board  il.cir  own  veaacla  on  the 
bifihseas. 

Every  merchant  ve»el  on  the  scan  is  rightfally  consideied  as 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  country  to  which  it  belongs.  The 
entry,  therefore,  into  such  vessel,  (being  neutral,)  by  a  bclliger- 
ant.  is  an  act  of  force,  and  is,  prima/acie,  a  wrong  -a  tres|iass, 
which  can  be  justified  only  when  done  for  Pome  purpose,  al- 
lowed to  form  a  Bufficienl  justification  by  the  law  of  nations. 
Bu^  a  British  cruiser  enters  an  American  merchant  vessel  in 
order  to  take  therefrom  supposed  British  subjects;  offering  no 
justification  therefor,  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  claiming 
the  light  under  the  law  ol  England  leepecting  the  Kind's  pre- 
rogative. This  cannot  be  defended.  E-igiish  soil,  Englieh-tof* 
ritory,  E  igliuh  jurisdiction,  is  the  appropriate  sphere  for  the 
operation  of  English  law;  the  ocean  is  the  sphere  of  the  law 
of  nations;  and  any  merchant  vessel  on  the  seas  is,  by  that  law, 
under  the  proiecioh  of  the  laws  of  her  own  nation,  and  may 
claim  immunity,  unless  in  cases  in  which  that  law  allows  her 
to  be  entered  or  visited. 

If  this  notion  of  perpetual  allegiance,  and  the  consequent 
power  of  the  prerogative,  were  the  law  of  the  world;  If  it  formed 
part  of  the  conventional  code  of  nations,  and  were  usually  prac- 
tised like  the  right  of  vis  ting  neutral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of 
disrovering  and  seizing  enemy  propcity,  then  impressment 
might  be  defended  as  a  common  right;  and  there  would  be  no 
remedy  for  the  evil  till  the  national  code  should  be  altered.  But 
this  Is,  by  no  means,  the  case.  There  is  no  such  principle  in- 
corporated Into  the  code  of  nations.  The  doctrine  stands  only 
as  English  law,  not  as  national  law;  and  English  law  conoot 
be  of  force  beyond  English  dominion.  Whatever  duties  or  re- 
lations that  law  creates  between  the  sovereign  and  his  subjects, 
can  be  enforced  and  maintained  only  within  the  realm,  or  prop- 
er pofsessions  or  territory  of  the  sovereign.  There  may  be 
quite  as  just  a  prerogative  right  to  the  property  of  subjects  as 
to  their  iwrsonal  services,  in  an  exigency  of  the  State;  but  no 
Governmentihlnksofcontrolling,  by  its  own  laws,  property  of 
its  subjects  situated  abroad;  much  less  does  any  Government 
think  of  entering  the  territory  of  onother  power  for  the  purpose 
of  seizing  such  property  and  applying  it  to  its  own  utes.  As 
laws,  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  of  England  have  no  obliga- 
tion on  persons  or  property  domiciled  or  situated  abroad. 

"When,  therefore,"  says  an  authority  not  unknown  or  unre- 
garded on  either  pide  of  the  Atlantic,  "we  speak  of  the  right  of 
a  State  to  bind  its  own  native  subjects  everywhere,  we  speak 
only  of  Its  own  claim  and  exercise  of  sovereignty  over  them, 
when  they  return  within  Iw  own  territorial  jurisdiction;  and  not 
of  Its  right  to  compel  or  rcquKe  obedience  to  such  laws,  on  the 
part  of  other  nations,  within  their  own  territorial  sovereignty. 
On  the  contrary,  every  nation  has  an  exclusive  right  to  regulate 
persons  and  things  within  its  own  territory ,  according  to  its  sov- 
ereign will  aod  public  polity." 

The  good  sense  of  these  principles,  their  remarkable  perti- 
nencv  to  the  subject  now  under  considerati>n,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary consequences  resulting  from  the  British  doctrine,  are 
signally  manifested  by  that  which  we  «ee  taking  place  every  day. 
England  acknowledges  herself  overburdened  with  population 
of  the  poorer  classes.  Every  instance  of  the  emigration  of  per- 
sons of  those  classes  is  regarded  by  her  as  a  benefit.  England, 
therefore,  encouraccs  emigration;  means  are  notoriously  sup- 
plied to  omiirrants  to  awist  their  conveyance,  fr^ m  public  funds; 
and  the  New  World,  and  more  especially  these  United  States,  re- 
ceive the  many  thousands  of  her  subjects  thus  ejected  from  the 
bosom  of  their  native  land  by  the  necessities  of  their  condition. 
They  come  away  from  poverty  and  distress,  in  over  crowded 
cilie-*,  to  ac'tk  employment,  comfort,  and  new  homes,  in  a 
country  of  (ree  institutions,  possessed  by  a  kindred  race,Hpcak- 
ing  their  own  language,  and  having  laws  and  usuges,  in  many 
respects,  like  those  to  which  they  have  b<^f  n  accustomed;  and  a 
counuy  which,  upon  the  whole,  is  found  to  possess  more  at- 
tractions for  pefsons  of  their  character  and  condition  than  any 
other  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  It  is  stated  that,  in  the  quarter 
of  the  year  ending  with  June  latst,  more  than  twenty  six  thou- 
sartd  emigrants  left  the  single  port  of  Liverpool  for  the  United 
States — being  fuur  or  five  times  as  many  as  left  the  same  port 
within  the  same  period  for  the  British  colonies  and  all  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Of  these  crowds  of  cmigran's,  many  arrive 
in  our  cities  in  circumstances  of  great  desiiluiion;  and  the  chari- 
ties of  the  country,  both  public  and  private,  are  severely  taxed 
to  relieve  their  immediate  wants.  In  lime,  they  mingle  with 
the  new  cotitmunity  in  wliich  they  find  themselves,  and  seek 
means  of  livine;  some  find  employment  in  the  cities;  others  go 
to  the  frontiers,  to  cultivate  lands  reclaimed  from  the  forest; 
and  a  crcatcr  or  hss  number  of  the  residue,  becoming,  in  time, 
naturaliz<"d  citiz'^iis,  enter  into  the  merchant  servicf,  under  the 
fldgof  their  mlopt'd  country. 

Now,  my  I/)rd,  if  war  should  break  out  bctwrcen  England  and 
a  Euiopearti  power,  can  anything  be  more  unj'i^t,  anything 
more  iircconcileHb'e  to  the  general  sentiments  of  mankind, 
than  that  England  should  stek  out  these  persons,  thus  encoui- 
ogi  d  by  her,  and  compelled  by  their  own  condition  to  leave  their 
native  noniea,  tear  them  away  from  their  new  cmploymenie, 
their  new  political  relations,  and  their  domestic  connexions, 
and  force  ih«m  to  undergo  the  dungers  and  hardflhips  of  milita- 
ry service,  for  a  country  which  has  thus  ceased  to  be  their  own 
country?  Certainly,  certainly,  my  I«ord,  there  can  be  but  one 
answer  to  this  question.  Is  it  not  far  more  reasonable  that  Ens- 
land  should  either  prevent  such  emigraiion  of  her  subj^'C's,  or 
tha',  if  she  encourage  and  promote  it,  she  should  leave  them, 
not  to  the  embroilment  of  a  double  and  contradietory  allegiance, 
but  to  their  own  voluntary  choice,  to  form  such  relations,  politi- 
cal or  social,  as  they  see  fit,  in  the  country  where  they  are  to 
find  their  bread,  and  u>  the  laws  and  institutions  of  which  they 
are  to  look  for  defence  and  protection! 

A  question  of  such  serious  importance  ought  now  to  be  put  at 
rest  If  the  United  States  give  shelter  and  protection  to  those 
whom  the  policy  of  Englaod  annually  costs  upon  their  shores 
—if,  by  the  benign  influences  of  their  Government  and  institu- 
tions, and  by  the  happy  condition  of  the  courltry.  those  emi- 
grants become  raised  from  poverty  to  comfort,  finding  it  easy 
even  to  become  landholders,  and  being  allowed  to  partake  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  civil  rights,— if  all  this  may  l»e  done,  (and 
all  this  IS  done,  under  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of 
England  her8el',)l8  it  not  high  time,  my  Ix)rd,  that,  yieldir>g 
that  which  had  its  origin  In  feudal  ideas  as  inconsistent  with 
the  present  state  of  society,  and  cspeclallv  with  the  intercourse 
and  relations  fubeisting  between  the  Old  World  and  the  New, 
England  should,  at  length,  formally  disclaim  all  right  to  the 
services  of  such  persons,  and  renounce  all  control  over  their 
conduct? 


But  impressment  ia  subject  to  abjection*  of  a  much 
range.    If  it  could  be  justified  in  its  application  to  those 
are  declared  to  be  its  only  object,  U  eUll  remain*  true  that,  ii 
exercise,  it  (ouches  the  political  rights  of  other  govemmt 
and  endangers  the  security  of  their  own  native  aubtects  and  i 
zena.    The  sovereignty  of  the  State  is  concerned  in  maint 
ing  its  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  possession  over  its  mere] 
ships  on  the  seas,  except  so  far  as  the  law  of  nations  judl 
intrusion  upon  that  po.-session  for  special  purposes;  and  alli 
pericnce  has  shown  that  no  member  of  a  crew,  wherever^ 
is  safe  against  impressment  when  a  ship  la  viaitod. 

The  evils  and  injuries  resulting  from  the  actual  practicei 
hardly  be  overrated,  and  have  ever  proved  themaelves  to ! 
such  as  should  lead  to  its  relinquishment,  even  i(  it  were  for" 
ed  in  any  Defensible  principle.    Tbe  difficulty  of  dhtrun 
ling  between  English  subjects  and  American  ciuzens  has( 
ways  been  found  to  be  great,  even  when  an  ln>ncat  purpo«J 
discrimination  has  ex  sted.    But  the  lieutenant  of  a  ma- 
war,  having  necessity  for  men,  is  apt  to  be  a  sommary  ji 
and  his  decisions  will  be  quite  as  significant  of  his  own  m 
and  his  own  power  as  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  cue. 
extract  from  a  leuer  of  Mr.  King,  of  the  13ih  of  April,  1797, 
the  Americsn  Secretary  of  State,  shows  sometbing  of  thecn^ 
mous  extent  of  these  wrongful  seizures: 

"Instead  of  a  few,  and  these  in  many  instances  eqoivoa 
cases,  I  have,"  says  he,  "since  the  month  of  Julr  past,  mat 
application  for  the  discharge,  from  British  men  or  war,  of  t« 
hundred  and  seventy-one  seamen,  who,  stating  themselves  tot 
Americana,  have  claimed  my  interference.  Of  this  oumbei 
eighty  six  have  been  ordered  by  tbe  Admiralty  to  be  diacbargd 
thirty-seven  more  have  been  deiaioed  as  Britiah  anbjects  or  4 
American  volunteers,  or  for  want  of  proof  that  they  are  Ame 
icans;  and  to  my  applications  for  the  discharge  of  the  remaii 
ing  one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  I  have  received  no  answer^ 
the  ships  on  board  of  which  these  seamen  were  detained  hai 
ing,  in  many  instances,  sailed  before  an  examiiMtion  was  mwi 
in  consequence  of  my  application. 

"It  is  certain  that  some  of  thoae  who  have  applied  to  me  ai 
not  American  citizens;  but  the  exceptions  are^  in  my  opiniei 
few;  and  the  evidence,  exclusive  of  certificates,  baa  been  sue 
as,  in  nKwt  cases,  to  satisfy  me  that  the  applicants  were  rM 
Americans,  who  have  been  forced  into  tha  Brttisb  service^  on 
who,  with  singular  constancy,  have  generally  peraeTored  in  n 
fusing  pay  or  bounty,  though  in  some  instance*  they  have  bee 
in  service  more  than  two  years." 

But  the  injuries  of  impreasment  are  by  no  mean*  confined  I 
its  immediate  subjects  or  the  individuals  on  whom  it  b  pra< 
lised.  Vessels  sufler  from  the  weakening  of  their  crewi,  an 
voyages  are  often  delayed,  and  not  unfre quently  hnkm  up,  b 
subtraction  from  the  number  of  neeeesary  hand*  by  Imprea 
ment.  And  what  1*  still  of  greater  and  more  general  moment 
the  fear  of  impreasment  has  been  found  to  create  great  diffl 
cuUly  in  obtaining  sailors  for  the  American  merchant  servio 
in  time* of  European  war.  Seafaring  men,  otherwise  iodine 
to  enter  into  that  service,  are,  as  experience  ha*  shown,  deia 
red  l>y  the  fear  of  finding  themaelve*  ere  long  in  compolsof 
military  service  in  British  ships  of  war.  Many  instances  havi 
occurred,  fully  established  In  proof,  in  which  raw  seamen,  n 
Uvea  of  the  United  States,  fresh  from  the  fields  of .  agricaItor« 
entering  for  the  first  time  on  shl|lboerd,  have  been  impreao 
before  they  made  the  land,  placed  on  the  decks  of  British  men 
of  war,  and  compelled  to  serve  for  years  before  they  couM  oh 
tain  their  release,  orrevlsitiheircounirysnd  their  homes.  Sod 
instance*  become  known,  and  their  efifect  in  discooragiog  youB( 
men  from  engaging  in  the  merchant  service  of  tbelr  countr] 
can  neither  tc  doubted  nor  wondered  at.  More  than  all,  mj 
Lord,  the  practice  of  impressment,  whenever  it  ha*  existed. bai 
produced  not  conciliation  and  good  feeling,  but  resentment,  ex 
asperaiion,  and  animosity,  between  the  two  great  commerdt 
countri«»  of  the  world. 

In  the  calm  and  quiet  which  have  succeeded  the  late  war— « 
condition  s*  favorable  foi dispassionate conaidcration—Eaglaoc 
herself  has  evidently  seen  the  harshness  of  impressment,  evti 
when  exercised  on  seamen  in  her  own  merchant  service;  ant 
fhe  has  adopted  measures  calculated,  if  not  to  renounce  tin 
power  or  to  abolish  the  practice,  yet,  at  least,  to  superKde  iu 
necessity  by  other  means  of  manning  the  royal  navy.moii 
compatible  with  justice  and  the  rights  of  individuals,  aod  iii 
more  conformable  to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  tlie  age. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Government  of  the  Unil« 
States  has  used  the  occasion  of  your  Lordship's  pacific  missKii 
to  review  this  whole  subject,  and  to  bring  it  lo  your  notice  aiM 
.that  of  your  Govern  menu  It  has  reflected  on  the  past,  ponder 
ed  the  condition  of  the  present,  and  endeavored  to  anticipate,  s 
far  as  might  be  in  its  power,  the  probable  future;  arid  las 
now  to  ronimunicate  to  your  Lortibhip  the  lesult  of  these  (k 
liberations. 

The  An)erfcan  Government,  then,  is  prepared  to  say  tbi 
the  practice  ofirarreraing  seamen  from  American  vessels  car 
not  hereailcT  be  allowed  to  take  place.  That  practice  i 
founded  on  principles  which  it  does  not  recognise;  and  is  inva 
riably  arcnded  by  ccnstquences  so  unjust,  so  injurious,  aodo 
such  formidable  magnitude,  as  cannot  be  submitted  to. 

In  the  early  disputes  between  the  two  Governments  on  thi 
BO  long  contested  topic,  the  disiinguishcd  person  to  who* 
hands  were  first  intrusted  the  seals  of  this  depariment  tk 
clared,  that  the  simplc^t  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  betni 
American  shall  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  tr 
such." 

Fifty  years'  experience,  the  utter  failure  of  many  negotiatiou 
and  a  careful  reconsideiation  now  had  of  the  whole  subject,  a 
a  moment  when  the  [>asRion8  are  laid,  and  no  present  intrra 
or  emergency  exists  to  bias  the  judgment,  have  fully  convince 
this  Government  that  this  Is  not  only  the  simplest  and  bef 
but  the  only  rule  which  can  be  adopted  and  observed,  con 
shitently  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  aod  tk 
security  of  their  citizens.  That  rule  announces,  ihereforei^wbi 
will  hereafter  be  the  principle  maintained  by  their  Govemmesi 
In  every  regularly  documented  American  merchant  ve«el,  tb 
crew  who  navigate  it  will  find  their  protection  in  the  fl« 
which  is  over  them. 

This  announcement  is  not  made,  my  Lord,  to  revive  uceloi 
recollections  of  the  past,  nor  to  stir  the  embers  from  fires  wbic 
have  been,  it  a  great  degree,  smothered  by  many  yesrs  t 
peace.  Far  oiheiwioe.  Its  purpose  is  to  extinguish  ibof 
fires  eflcctually,  before  new  incidents  nrise  to  fan  them  Ini 
flame  The  communication  is  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  aodfc 
the  sake  of  peace^  and  springs  from  a  deep  and  conscientiQi 
conviction  that  high  interests  of  both  nations  require  tbi 
this  so-long  contested  and  controverted  subject  should  now  I) 
I  finally  put  to  reau    Ij)omimde  myself,  ray  Lord,  tbatyoo  wi 
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SecMtdbf,  That  the  insolvent  Jaws  of  the  3  a'es 
be  respeeied  and  left  in  force,  to  the  >ame  decree 
that  ihej  were  ordered  to  be  ri^spected  by  the  6  St 
section  of  the  act  of  1800j  which  scciiun  k  iu  the 
fulloviog  words:  * 

*niat  thk  act  ■hall  not  repeal  or  annul,  or  be  conatrue<]  to 
npMl  or  annul,  the  laws  of  any  Slate  now  in  force,  or  whicti 
tmj  hireaftcr  tweoaclad,  Ibr  tba  lahaTof  insolrentdetnore,  rX' 
ei^  aoftr  a*  Iha  aame  mav  raepact  pereona  wtio  are,  ot  may 
bttCkarty  whhin  the  purriew  of  thii  act,antl  whoee  debta 
iWI  aoMHint,  in  the  cases  specified  in  the  secorid  srciion  Uiere- 
of^tttkesuoMiliereio  mentlaDed.  And  ifaiiy  person  wiiiiin  the 
parfisv  of  this  act  aball  be  impiisoDsd  for  ihe  sjmce  of  three 
moolhs  for  anj  debt  or  upon  any  contract,  unle^  the  creditors 
of  Mch  priMKier  shall  proceed  to  prosecute  a  commission  of 
baaknipiey  acatost  him  or  her.  acreeably  to  Uia  provisions  of 
thisadiswch  dsblor  may.  and  shall  be,  entitled  to  relief  under 
asy  so^  laws  lor  the  relief  of  insolvent  (tobiois,  this  act  not- 
wUMaadioc.'* 

Tkiriiy,  That  the  liens  ereated  by  Sia'e  laws 
on  the  propertjr  of  banlcrapts  be  revpecied  and  ob* 
served  in  the  same  full  and  abeolote  manner  in 
whMi  thej  were  ordered  to  be  respected  and  ob- 
served by  the  64th  seetion  of  the  said  act  ol  1800; 
wbieh  section  is  in  these  words: 

That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  Aall  be  taken  or  con- 
Mied  loinvalfdate  or  impair  any  Hen  eziittng  at  the  date  of 
ikis  set  upon  the  lands  or  chattels  of  any  perKH)  who  may  be 
oeeisbankropt.'* 

Fomthlif,  That  a  person  snbjeoi  to  tnvolootarj 
btakmpcej  shall  not  have  the  privilfge  of  volon- 
tary  bankrnptcj;  hot,  on  filinf  a  declaration  of  in- 
solveacj,  shall  be  subject  to  be  proceeded  against 
at  the  will  of  bis  creditors,  accordiog  to  the  princi- 
ples -of  the  6ih  section  of  tlte  baokrapt  act  of 
George  IV,  and  the  13(h  section  of  the  insolvent 
debtm  act  of  the  same  reign. 

Fifthly.  That  the  operation  of  the  act  be  pros- 
pective only,  according  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bankrnpt  act  of  the  year  1800. 

Sbetkly,  That  agreements  on  the  part  of  baok- 
rapts  in  office  to  assign  a  part  of  their  salaries  and 
emolnments  to  their  creditors,  be  binding  in  law, 
and  give  the  creditors  a  Tight  to  have  ihe  same  re- 
tained for  their  benefit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  W. 
M.  Clnackenboss  and  others,  aareties  of  ihe  laie 
collector  for  the  port  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Swart- 
wont,)  asking  that  a  law  might  be  passed  author- 
izing the.Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compromise 
with  said  sureties  their  liabilities  to  ^the  United 
States.  Bdr.  W.  remarked  that  this  matter  had 
been  before  the  8e|iate  three  or  four  crnsecutive 
sessions,  and  a  bill  had  been  invariably  passed, 
bot  failed  in  the  House  for  want  of  time. 
Re  hoped,  as  this  was  a  short  session,  and  as  it 
was  to  the  interest  of  all  parties  that  the  matter 
sboaM  be  settled,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary would  give  the  subject  the  earliest  considera- 
tion possible,  and  raport  a  bill  without  delay.  He 
moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Judiciary 
Conmittee;  but,  as  no  such  committee  was  yet  ap- 
pointedy  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
pretmt. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  submitted  the  followiiig 
resolution,  which  lies  over,  under  the  rule,  liz: 

Re»(^§dt  That  the  Committee  on  ttie  Judiciary  be  in- 
ftncied  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  instmcting  the  8ec- 
racary  -of  Suae  to  oommonicate  with  the  Judicial  trfBcen  of 
the  IJniied  Slates  who  have  had  the  ezecoiion  of  tlie- bank- 
rapt  law,  uid  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of  applications 
oiMsrtheaci,  both  volimtary  and  inroluntary;  the  number  of 


disefaargsa,  the  points  decided  under  any  provision  of  the  act, 
the  opiniooaoi  the  judges  as  to  ainr  amendments  or  modifica- 
tions  of  the  act;  and  suchjHher  Information  as  he  may  deem 


to  sliow  tlie  effects  and  operations  of  the  act;  and 
that  be  leport  the  same  to  the  Senate  on  the  first  day  of  the 


Mr.  BARROW  gave  notice  that  be  would  on 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
hef  of  Thomas  W.  Chinn. 

THE  BXPUNGtNQ  RESOLUTION. 

Mff.  BAYARD  rose  and  said  he  would  take  this 
early  opportunity,  in  conformity  wi'h  the  notice 
whldi  he  had  given  on  th«  last  day  of  the  last  se5:- 
sion,  to  fotroduce  a  resolution  which  he  had  be^n 
Instructed  by  the  Legislaiure  of  his  Bute  to  iniro- 
dnee  four  years  ago;  and  he  would  take  occasion 
to  say  that  it  was  his  design  to  a^k  its  considers- 
tKNi  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  The  Senate 
having  lothingof  a  very  important  nature  to  orcapy 
Jts  aneaifcm  at  present,  he  hoped  they  would  be 
aMe  to  taka  the  matter  into  consideration  within  I 


the  preAent  month,  as  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
wui;id  be,  in  his  opinion,  a  happy  consummation 
with  which  to  close  the  year.  It  was  to  lescind 
the  resolution  of  the  16  h  January,  1837,  common* 
ly  called  the  "expunging  resolntioo."  Mr.  B'.\ 
resolQtion  was  then  sent  to  the  Chair,  and  read  as 
folio  wst 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  ]he  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  functions  asadeltberaiire  aaeerobly,  did,  on  the  26ih  day  of 
March,  1834,  adopt  the  following  resolntlon: 

**R$tolvedt  That  the  President,  in  the  late  Execvtire  pro- 
ceediogs  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  aasomed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
but  in  derogation  of  both." 

And  whereas  afterward,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  day  of  January. 
1837,  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  above  resolution,  adopted 
another,  as  follows: 

"Retolved.  That  the  laid  resolve  be  expunged  from  tlie 
Journal:  and  for  that  purpoei^  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  tne  Senate  may  appoint  shall 
bring  the  manuscript  Journal  of  the  session  of  1833-*4  into  the 
Senate,  and*  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines 
round  the  said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof)  in 
strong  letters,  the  wonb  following:  Expunged  by  order  oi^tbe 
Senate,  this  16th  day  of  January,  in  the jear  of  our  Lord  18S7." 

And  whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly 
requires  that  each  Houss  of  Congress  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  meaning  thereby  to  preserve  a  faithful  and 
permanent  record  of  those  proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  Senats  of  the  United  States,  independently 
of  Its Tsgialative,  executive,  and  judicial  functions,  has  the  in* 
herentncht,  as  a  deliberative  aseembly,  to  express  Its  opin- 
ions, which  can  t>e  done  only  by  resolution—which  opinions, 
whnn  thus  expressed,  become  part  of  its  proceedincs,  of 
whidi  the  Constitution  provides  that  a  permanent  record  shall 
be  kept : 

And  whereas  theiesolntlon  of  the  16th  of  July,  1837,  and  the 
act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  it,  in 
l(«al  contemplation  destroved,  and  In  fact  defaced,  the  record 
oithe  proceeding  to  which  H  refers :  wheiefore. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  resolution  of  ths  I6ih  of  January,  1837, 
commonly  called  the  expunging  resoltttion,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  rescinded,  and  shall  l>e  forever  hereafter  held  as 
naught;  andthatjln  all  future  publications  of  that  poitlon  of 
the  Journal  whicn  contains  the  reeoIuUon  of  1833»'4^  and  In  all 
copies  which  may  hereafter  be  made  oC  the  same  for  any  offi- 
cial or  legal  purpose,  tlie  said  resolution  of  1833-'4  shall  be 
Sublished  and  copied  as  it  was  origtnally  entered  on  the  said 
oumal,  without  any  notice  whatever  of  the  superscription 
which  was  srroneouriy  made,  ia  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  the  16th  of  January,  '1837. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was  ordered 
that.  When  the  Senate  adjonm,  it  adjourn  ilU  Mon- 
day next. 

.    JUDGES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gare  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  judges  of 
the  United  States  courts. 

On  motion,  the  Senau  then  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day next. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRBBENTATIVES 
TmrnsDAT.  December  8, 1849. 
Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

ReMolvedy  That  the  several  memorials,  petlttous,  and  reso* 
lotions  prsssnted  to  theHoase  of  Representatives,  during  the 

K resent  Congrese,  which  have  not  been  finally  acted  on;  also,  all 
ills  which  went  from  this  House  to  the  Senate,  and  which 
were  lost  there:  and  such  bills  as  were  referred  to  the  several 
committees  of  tills  House,  and  not  roported  on;  be  again  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  which  the  sams  were  heretofore 
referred,  as  soon  as  the  ssid  committees  shall  be  M-ganized— 
a  written  request  to  that  effect  being  landed  by  any  member  to 
the  Clerk,  whose  du^  it  shall  be  to  enter  the  same  in  ttie 
journal,  as  if  presented  in  the  House. 

ABOLITION. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  AiuMt,  to 
re^nd  the  Slst  rule,  so  as  to  admit  the  reception 
of  abolition  petitions,  resolutions,  dkc,  on  which 
the  pre? ious  question  had  been  mored  and  sec- 
onded, came  up  as  the  fitst  business  in  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  JONES  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 

table;  and  called  for  the  yess  and  nays  on  ths 

question;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  yeas 

99,  nays  95,  as  follows: 

YBAS^Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeeon,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  WiiUsm  Butler, 
Oreen  W.  Oald  well,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Casey,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Bfark  A.  Cooper,  Cross.  Daniel,  Ihiw- 
son.  Dean,  DelMnj,  EastnMn,  John  C.  Edwards,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance^amble,  Gerry,  Gilmer.  Oonin,  Witliam  O- 
Goode,  Harris,  IlastlD^s,  Hays,  Hopkins,  lloock,  Houston, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Charles  J  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
soo.  Cava  Johnson,  Juhn  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Abraham  McClellan.  MclCay.  Mallocv,  Marchand, 
Matthews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  New* 
hard.  Oweley,  Payne,  Pearee,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Ray 
ner,  Rediqg,  Reocher,  Reynolds,  Rheti,  RIggs,  Rogers,  Saun- 
defB, S^epperd,  William  Smith,  Snyder^Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Sum- 
mers, Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  Yf. 
Thompson,  Tripleu,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warrtn, 
Washington,  Watterson,  Waller,  Wsstbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood 
—92. 


NAYft-MsHn.  Adams,  Alien,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
criga,  Baboocfr,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,' Blair,  Boardmao, 
Boratn,  Bocta,  Brewster,  Brim  Drockway,  Bronson,  Jeremfch 
Brown,  Bumoll,  Calhoun,  CBilds,  Chittenden,  lohn  C.  Clark, 
Staiey  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooi^er,  Cowon,  Craniion,  CusMng, 
GarrbU  Davis,  Richard  D  IHvis,Jnhn  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ev- 
erou,  Feieendsn,  Fillmoro,  John  O.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Fostsr, 
Oiddinn, Patrick G. Ooode.  Oordnn,  Granger.  Hail,  Halted,' 
Hamy,  Howard.  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Mgersell,  James  Irvin, 
WilJMira  W.  Irwin,  James,  Uno,  Liuleflerd,  Lowell,  Rolien  He* 
Ctellan,  McKsnnan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  SaiOaon  Maibn, 
MailiioL  MaKocks;  Maxwell,  MaVnard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row. Osborne,  Parmenter,  Patriege,  Pendleton.  Ramsay,  Bsn« 
iamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rddn^,  Roosevelt,  Wm. 
Russell,  James  M  Runell,  Saltonsiall,  Ranford,  Simonton, 
Blade,  Traroan  Smith,  Stanly,  Stoksly,  Strattnn,  IWingliaac, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Tmrnbull,  Underwood,  Vao  Renaaelaer. 
Joaeph  L.  White,  Thoma»W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  and 
A.  Young— 96, 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  lahle. 

The  question  then  recurring,  '*Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  pntV 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  point  of  order 
raised  by  him  yesterday;  and  contended  that,  aU 
tbongh  the  effect  of  the  second  to  the  preTioua 
question  was  to  put  an  end  to  debate,  yrt  the  refu- 
sal of  the  House  to  order  the  main  question  to  b^ 
put,  authodaed  debate  after  the  next  day.  He 
naderatood  from  the  Manual,  that^he  decision  of 
the  House  refusing  to  order  the  main  qiteation  ta 
be,  put,  carried  the  question  over  to  the  next  day; 
biit,  when  that  day  came,  if  the  main  question  was 
not  ordered,  the  second  was  imperative.  If  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  correct,  the  Hoase  might 
go  on,  Irom  day  to  day,  refusing  to  lay  the  reseda- 
tion  on  the  table,  and  refusing  to  order  the  main 
qaesiion  to  be  put;  and  thus  the  question  would 
never  be  settled.  Certainly,  a  consuuction  of  the 
rules  leadiog  to  such  consequences  could  not  be 
correct  It  had  been  suggested  by  some  one  be-^ 
hind  him,  that  the  diffieutty  could  be  obviated  by 
reconsidering  the  question;  and  be  therefore  hoped 
that  some  gentleman  who  voted  with  the  majority 
would  move  a  reconsidefailon. 

The  8PEAKBR  reaiDrmed  his  decision,  and 
pointed  out  two  authorities,  which  he  read  to  the 
House,  sustaining  his  decision. 

Mr.  BVBRETT  suggested  to  the  gentleman  froai 
Kentucky  te  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  stating  that,  If  the  gentleman  did  not  ap- 
peal, he  would  appeal  himself.  [Mr.  UiiDaaweoD 
said  that  he  would  take  an  appeal,  in  order  to  try 
the  tense  of  the  House  on  the  subject.]  Neither 
of  the  eases  read  by  the  Chair,  Mr.  B.  said,  gave 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  cr  of  the  House  on  the 
question  now  at  issue;  iti  both  cases,  the  difficulty 
having  been  got  over  by  the  members  moving  a 
reconsideration,  instead  of  taking  an  appeal.  The 
error  of  the  Chair  seemed  to  him  lo  consist  in  this: 
that  he  took  the  second  to  the  previous  question  for 
the  order  of  the  House.  By  ihe  parliamentary 
law,  Ihe  previou«  question  conl  1  be  seconded  by  a 
single  member;  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
it  required  a  majority  for  a  second;  but  in  both 
eases  it  was  only  a  second,  and  not  the  order  of  the 
House.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  when  the 
qnestk)n  fell,  the  second  fell  with  it.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  move  the  reconsideration,  and  the  first 
question  to  be  put  wonkS  be  on  orde rinx  the  main 
^tMstion.  If  that  should  be  lost,  the  House  would 
be  just  where  it  was  the  day  before;  and  so  ibey 
miglht  thus  go  on  from  day  to  day,  refusing  to  \ty 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  refusing  to  order 
the  main  question  to  be  taken.  Mr.  £.  concluded 
by  appealing  from  the  decinon  of  the  Chair. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIQGS,  and  a 
reply  by  the  CHAIR,  neither  of  which  were  dis* 
tinctly  understood  by  the  reporter, 

Mr.  BRIQGS  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks, 
when 

Mr.  TURNBY  called  him  to  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  appeal  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQCRSOLL  referred  to  some  au- 
thorities sustaining  the  decis>ion  of  the  Chair* 

Mr.  TURNBY  objected  to  debate  on  ihe  appeal, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  ihe  table;  which  motion 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

The  quefttion  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tho 

main  question,  and  decKled  in  the  negative — yeas 

95,  nays  100,  as  follows: 

YEAS— MeoirB.  Adams,  Allea,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  I^ 
crigg,  Babcoek,  Haker,  Barnard,  Birdeeye,  Blair,  Boardmsn, 
Borden,  BoOs,  Brfggs,  Brockwaj,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown< 
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ary,  the  navigation  of  said  riyer  shall  be  free  and 
open  to  both  parlies,  and  shall  in  no  way  be  ob- 
structed by  either:  that  all  the  produce  of  the  forest, 
ui  logs,  lumber,  timber,  boards,  Slaves,  or  shingles, 
or  of  agriculture  not  being  manufactured,  grown  on 
any  of  those  parts  of  the  State  of  Maine  watered 
by  the  river  St.  John,  or  by  iis  tributaries,  (of  which 
fact  reasonable  evidence  shall,  if  required,  be  pro- 
duced,) shall  have  free  access  into  and  through  the 
said  river  and  its  said  tributaries,  having  their  source 
within  the  State  of  Maine,  to  and  irom  the  seaport 
at  the  mouth  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  and  to  and 
roimd  the  falls  of  said  river,  either  by  boats,  raAs,  or 
other  conveyance;  that  when  within  the  Province 
<of  New  Brunswick,  the  said  produce  shall  be  dealt 
with  as  if  it  were  the  produce  of  the  said  Province: 
that,  in  like  manner,  the  inhabitants  of  the  territo- 
ry of  the  Upper  St.  John,  determined  by  this  treaty 
to  belong  to  ner  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  have  free 
access  to  and  through  the  river  for  their  produce,  in 
those  parts  where  the  said  river  runs  wholly  through 
the  Stale  of  Maine:  Provided^  always^  That  this 
agreement  shall  give  no  right  to  either  party  to  in- 
terfere with  any  regulations  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  treaty,  which  the  Governments, 
respectively,  of  Maine  br  of  New  Brunswick  may 
maKC  respecting  ihe  navigation  of  the  said  river, 
when  botn  ban&  thereof  shall  belong  to  ihe  same 
party. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

All  grants  of  land  heretofore  made  by  either 
party,  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  which  by 
this  treaty  falls  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
party,  shall  be  held  valid,  ratified,  and  confirmed 
10  ine  persons  in  possession  under  such  grants,  to 
ihe  same  extent  as  if  such  territory  had  by  this 
treaty  fallen  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  by 
whom  such  grants  were  made;  and  all  equitable 
possessory  claims,  arising  from  a  pcvsession  and 
improvement  of  any  lot  or  parcel  of  land  by  the 
■  person  actually  in  possession,  or  by  those  under 
whom  siich  person  claims,  for  more  than  six  years 
before  the  date  of  this  treaty,  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  deemed  valid,  and  be  confirmed  and  quieted 
by  a  release  to  ihe  person  entitled  thereto,  of  the 
title  to  such  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  so  described  as 
best  to  include  the  iraproyemenls  made  thereon; 
and  in  alt  other  respects  the  two  contracting  parties 
ftgree  to  deal  upon  the  most  liberal  principles  of 
equity , with  the  settlers  actually  dwelling  upon  the 
territory  falling  to  them,  respectively,  which  has 
heretofore  been  in  dispute  between  them. 

ABTICLE  V. 

Whereas,  .in  the  course  of  the  controversy  re- 
specting the  disputed  territory  on  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  some  moneys  have  been  received  by  the 
authorities  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  with  the  intention  of  preventing 
depredations  on  the  forests  of  the  saia  territory, 
which  moneys  were  to  be  carried  to  a  fund  called 
the  "disputed  territory  fund,"  the  proceeds  whereof 
it  was  agreed  should  be  hereafler  paid  over  to  the 
parlies  interested,  in  the  proportions  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  final  settlement  of  boundaries:  It  is 
hereby  agreed,  that  a  correct  account  of  all  receipts 
and^ymenis  on  the  said  fund  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  within  six 
months  aAer  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  amount  due  thereon  to  the  Stales 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  any  bonds  or  se- 
curities appertaining  thereto,  shall  be  paid  and  de- 
livered over  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales;  and  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
agrees  to  receive  for  the  use  of,  and  pay  over  to, 
Ihe  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  their  re- 
spective portions  of  said  fund;  and  further  to  pay 
and  satisfy  said  States,  respectively,  for  all  claims 
for  expenses  incuirea  by  them  in  protecting  the 
said  heretofore  disputed  territory,  and  making  a 
survey  thereof  in  1838;  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  agreeing  with  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  to  pay  them  the  further  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  equal  moieties,  on 
account  of  their  assent  to  the  line  of  boundary  de- 
scribed in  this  treaty,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
conditions  and  eouivalents  received  therefor  from 
the  Qoverament  or  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

ARTICLE  Vf. 

It  Is  furthermore  understood  and  agreed,  that,  lor 
the  purpose  of  running  and  tracing  those  parts  of 
the  line  between  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  river,  which  will  require  to  be 
run  and  ascertained,  and  for  marking  the  residue 
of  said  line  by  proper  monuments  on  the  land,  two 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed— one  by  the  Pres- 
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idem  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  6f  the  Senate  thereof,  and  one  by  her 
Britannic  Majesty;  and  the  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the 
1st  day  of  May  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may 
be,  and  shall  proceed  to  mark  the  line  above  de- 
scribed, from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
river  St.  John;  and  shall  trace  on  proper  maps  the 
dividing  line  along  said  river,  and  along  the  river 
St.  Francis,  to  the  outlet  ol^  the  Lake  Pohenaga- 
mook;  and  from  the  outlet  of  the  said  lake,  they 
shall  ascertain,  fix,  and  mark,  by  proper  and  dura- 
bly monuments  upon  the  landi  the  line  described  in 
the  first  article  of  this  treaty;  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  make  to  each  of  their  respective  Gov- 
ernments a  joint  report  or  declaration,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  designating  such  line  of  boundary, 
and  shall  accompany  said  report  or  declaration 
with  maps,  certified  by  them  to  be  true  maps  of  the 
new  bouBdary. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  channels  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  on  both  sides  of  the  Long  Sank 
Islands,  and  of  Barnhart  Island;  the  channels  in 
the  river  Detroit,  on  both  sides  of  the  Island  Bois 
Blanc,  and  between  that  island  and  both  the  Amer- 
ican and  Canadian  shores;  and  all  the  several  chan- 
nels and  passages  between  the  various  islands  lying 
near  the  junction  of  the  river  St.  Glair  with  the 
lake  of  that  name,  shall  be  equally  fiee  and  open  to 
the  ships,  vessels,  and  boats  of  both  parties. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  parties  mutually  stipulate  that  each  shall 
prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  a  sufiicient  and  adequate  squadron, 
or  naval  force  of  vessels,  of  suitable  numbers  and 
description,  to  carry  in  all  not  less  than  eighty  guns, 
to  enforce  separately  and  respectively  the  Taws, 
rights,  and  obligations  of  each  of  the  two  countries 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  the  said 
squadrons  to  be  independent  of  each  other,  but  the 
two  Governments  stipulating,  nevertheless,  to  give 
such  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their  re- 
spective forces  as  shall  enable  them  most  effectually 
to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation,  upon  mutual- 
consultation,  as  exigencies  may  arise,  for  the  at- 
tammentjof  the  true  object  of  this  article:  copies 
of  all  such  orders  to  be  communicated  by  each 
Government  to  the  other,  respectively. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  which  may 
be  made  on  the  coast  of  Aftica  for  suppressing 
the  slave-trade,  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  that 
trafiic,  and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisei-s,  by 
the  fraudulent  use  of  flags,  and  other  means,  are 
so  great,  and  the  teniptaiions  for  pursuing  it, 
whilQ  a  market  can  be  found  for  slaves,  so  strong, 
as  that  the  desired  result  may  be  long  delayed,  un- 
less all  markets  be  shut  against  the  purchase  of 
African  negroes, — the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that 
they  will  unite  in  all  becoming  representations  and 
remonstrances  with  any  audall  powers  within  whose 
dominions  such  markets  are  allowed  to  exist;  and 
that  they  will  urge  upon  all  such  powers  the  pro- 
priety and  duty  of  closing  such  markets  at  once  and 
forever. 

ARTICLE  X. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  United  Stales  and  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  shall,  upon  mutaal  requisitions  by 
them,  or  their  ministers,  officers,  or  authorities, 
respectively  made,  deliver  up  to  justice  all  persons 
who,  being  charged  with  the  crime  of  murder,or  as- 
sault with  intent  to  commit  murder,  or  piracy,  or 
arson,  or  robbery,  or  forgery,  or  the  utterance  of 
forged  papers,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylum,  or  shall  be 
found,  within  the  territories  of  the  other:  pro- 
vided, that  this  shall  only  be  done  upon  such 
evidence  of  criminality  as,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  per- 
son so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify 
his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  if 
Ihe  crime  or  offence  had  there  been  committed; 
and  the  respective  judges  and  other  magistrates  of 
the  two  Governments  shall  have  power,  jurisdic- 
tion, and  authority,  upon  complaint  made  under 
oath,  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged,  tnat  he  may  be 
brought  before  such  judges  or  other  magistrates,  re- 
spectively, to  the  end  that  the  evidence  of  criminal- 
ity may  be  heard  and  considered;  and  if,  on  such 
hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain the  charge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  examin- 
ing judge  or  magistrate  to  certify  the  same  to  the 
proper  executive  authority,  that  a  warrant  may 
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issue  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitive.  The  e 
pense  of  such  apprehension  and  delivery  shall  1 
borne  and  defrayed  bjr  the  party  who  nutkes  the  r 
quisilion,  and  receives  the  fugitive. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  eighth  article  of  this  treaty  shall  be  in  fore 
for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  th 
ratifications,  and  afterwards,  until  one  or  the  oth€ 
party  shall  signify  a  wish  to  terminate  it.  The  tent 
article  shall  contmne  in  force  until  one  or  the  othc 
of  the  parties  shall  signify  its  wish  to  temiinate  i 
and  no  longer. 

ARTICLE  xn. 
The  present  treaty  shall  be  duly  ratified,  and  th 
mutual  exchange  of  ratifications  sbaH  take  place  i 
London,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereo 
or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  plenipoia 
tiaries.  have  signed  this  treaty,  and  have  bereunt 
affixed  our  seals. 

Done  in  duplicate,  at  Washington,  the  ninth  da 
of  August,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hm 
dred  and  forty-two. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER,  [seal.1 
ASHBURTON,  [aEAL.] 

And  whereas,  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  rat 
fied  on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  c 
the  same  having  been  exchanged,  to  wit :  at  Lot 
don,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousan 
eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  by  Edward  Evereti 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipot«ntiar 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  right  honorable  th 
Earl  of  ABERDEEN,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  princ 
pal  Secretary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  th 
part  of  their  respective  Governments: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  John  Ttlei 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  hav 
caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public,  to  the  eo 
that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article  thereo 
may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  goo<l  faith  b 
the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  ham 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  Stales  to  be  a 
fixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  tenth  da; 

of  November,  in  ihe  year  of  our  Lord  on 

P        ,   thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  an 

[L.  S.J  ^f  jjjg  independence  of  the  United  State 

the  sixty-seventh. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President: 
Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  Stat^, 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS 

THIRD  SESSION. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAT,  Decembir  5, 1843 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Comritotioi 
of  the  United  States  for  the  annaal  meeting  c| 
Congress, 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern  (Mr.  Mavgum)  i 
Ihe  chair,  and  called  the  Senate  to  order  at 
hour  of  ]2  o*clock.    He  suted  that  be  had 
informed  by  the  serjeant-at-arms  that  there 
not  a  qaoram  of  the  Senators  present. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed,  that  that 
the  case,  it  was  apparent  that  no  business  co 
be  transacted  to-day;  he  therefore  moved  that 
Senate  adjourn  till  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

The  qaestion  was  pot,  and  carried  in  the 
ative;  and  the  Senate  accordingly  adjourned. 


The  following  Senators  appeared  in  their  seal! 
vz: 

From  Maine. — ^Mefsrs.  Williams  and  Evans. 

From  Kew  Hampihire. — Messrs.  Woodbnry  ad 
Wilcox. 

From  JtfiiMiicfcuseMs .— Mr.  Bates. 

Prom  ConnectietU. — Mr.  Huntington. 

From  Vermont  — Mr.  Crafi'. 

From  A«io  York, — Mcs>r8.  Wright  and 
madge. 

From  Aew  Jeruy. — Mr.  Dayton. 

From   Pennsylvania, — Messrs.    Bvcbanan  tl^ 
Sturgeon. 

From  Dtlaware  — Messrs  Buyard  and  Clayton*:' 

From  Maryland. — Messrs.  Kcirand  Merrick. 

From  Virginia  — Messfs.  Rives  and  Archer« 

Fnm  Kor(k  Carolina.— -Mr.  Maogum. 
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CONGRESStONAL  GLOfifi. 
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fr^m  Oki» — Messrs.  Allen  and  Tappan. 
htm  Mmmi. — Mr.  Ben  (Dr. 


HOUSE  OP  REPR£SENTATIVfiS. 
MosDAT,  December  5,  1842. 
At  IS  o\;l<)cli  Um  speaker  took  the  chair, 
and  eallfd  the  Home  lo  urder;  when,  the  Clerk 
kaviog  ealled  the  rolU  it  appeared  that  one  hundred 
and  sereBiy-six  members  answered  to  their  names, 
beiig  a  sojicient  namber  to  constitute  a  quoram, 
fis 

Frtm  ^MM.— MesFis.  Elisha  H.  Allen,  Darid 
BroBson,  Nathan  Clifford,  William  P.  Fessenden, 
Nathaniel  S.  Cattlefield,  Joshaa  A.  Lowell,  Al- 
fred Bfarshall,  and  Eenjamin  Randall. 

PrmnMkm  HcmptMn — ^Messrs. CharlfsG  Aiher- 
ton,  Edmnnd  Barke,  Ira  A.  Bastmsn,  John  R.  Re- 
diBg,  and  Tristram  Shaw. 

Fron  M98saehuseft$. — Messrs.  John  Ct.  Adams, 
Osmyn  Baker,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  G^eor«e  N. 
Brigr>  Barker  Bnrnell,  William  B.  Calhonn, 
Caleb  Cashing,  Charles  Hadson,  William  Par- 
■RBier,  and  Leverett  Saltonsiall. 

fnmUtodt hUmd, — M'^ssrs.  Robert  B.  Cranston 
and  Joseph  L.  Tiltingbast. 

Frmn  CmMucfioa.— Messrs.  WilliMn  W.  Board- 
nan,  John  H.  Brockway,  Thomas  B.  Osborne,  Tra- 
Snitb,  Jofeph  Trnmball,  and  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
lams. 

iVfw  Vtrmmii. — Messrs.  Horace  Everett,  Htland 
Hall,  John  Mattocks,  William  Sladr,  and  An- 
{BstQs  Tonng. 

FrtmMkw  York — Messrs.  Alfred  Babcock,  Dan- 
iel D.  Barnard,  Bernard  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Bowne, 
David  P.  Brew,>ter,  Timothy  Childs,  Thomas  C. 
Cbitirnden,  Jchn  C  Claik,  Sialey  N.  Clarke, 
Jtm<-8  G.  Clinton,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Joseph  Eg- 
ber,  Chat  If  s  Q.  Ferris  Millard  Fillmore,  Charles 
A.  Ptoyd,  John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Stnuel  Gordon,  Fraccis  Granger,  Jacob  Houck, 
Hiram  P.  Hanr,  Archibald  L.  Lino,  Christopher 
Morgan,  Robert  McClellan,  John  McKeon,  Sam- 
iMl  Pairidge,  Lewis  Riggs,  James  L  Roosevelt, 
John  Sasford,  Thomas  A.  Tomlinson,  John  Van 
Baren,  Henry  Van  Rensselaer,  Aaron  Ward,  and 
Ffinando  Wood. 

FT9m  Ntw  Jerstf. — Messrs.  John  B.  Aycrigg, 
William  Halsted,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Joseph 
P.  Randolph,  Charks  C.  Straiion,  and  Thomas 
Jones  Yoike. 

Fr 9m  Pemuyhania  — Messrs.  Henry  W.  Beeson, 
Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  James  Ccrper,  John  Edwards,  Joseph 
Pornance,  James  Gerry,  Amos  Gnsiioe,  Tbctmaj 
Henry,  Charles  J.  |pgersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoil, 
Wiliiam  W.  Irwin,  William  J^ck,  Francis  James, 
Qeorge  M.  Keim,  Thomas  If.  T.  McEennan, 
Albert  G.  M&rchand,  Peter  Newhard,  Arnold  Plum- 
er,  Robert  Ramsey,  Almon  H.  Read,  James  M. 
Russell,  William  Simonton,  Juhn  Snyder,  Greorge 
tod  W.  Toland. 

Frvm  M0T$i<md. — Messrs.  William  Cost  John- 
son, Juhn  P.  Kennedy,  and  John  Thomson  Mason. 

Frmn  Virginia. — Messrs.  Richard  W.  Barton, 
John  W.  Botts,  George  B  Cary,  'J  homas  W.  Gil- 
oer,  William  A.  Harris,  Samuel  L.  Hays,  George 
W.  Hopkin?,  Edmund  W.  Hubard,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hanter,  John  W.  Junes,  Ffarcia  Mallory,  Cu  h- 
bert  Powell,  William  Smith,  Lewis  Steenrod,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Suart,  Ckorge  W.  Sammers,  John 
Taliaferro,  and  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Ffm^oTik  Cmolina — ^Messrs.  Archibald  H.  Ar- 
rington,  John  R.  J.  Daniel,  Edmund  Deberry, 
JtBiesJ.  McKay,  Anderson  Mitohell,  Kenneth 
Rayner,  Abraham  Rencher,  Edward  Stanly,  and 
William  H.  Washington. 

t^mn  SwUh  CaroUna — Messrs.  William  Butler, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Isaac  B.  Holmes,  Francis 
W.Pickens,  R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  and  James  Rogers. 

Fnm  OeagU, — Messrs.  Mark  A.  Cooper,  and 
Roger  L.  Gamble. 

From  Kentucky. — Messrs.  Linn  Boyd,  Wm.  O. 
Bttil'f,  Chtrrett  Davis,  Wilis  Green,  Bryan  Y. 
Oc^ley,  James  C  Spripg,  John  B  Thompson,  Jo5. 
R.  Un  Jerwcod,  and  J<>hn  While 

Pr9m  Tcnnejsee. — Messrs.  Abraham  McClelUn, 
Hopkins  L.  Tarney,  Harvey  M.  Watterson,  and 
Joseph  L.  WilliaoM. 


Firtm  Ohio  —Messrs.  Benjamin  9.  Cowen,  Ezra 
Dean,  Joshua  R.Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  John 
Hastings,  Samson  Mason,  Joshua  Mathior,  James 
Mathews,  William  Medili,  Calvary  MorriF,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Nathaniel  Q.  Pendleton,  Joseph 
Ridgway,  William  Ruskell,  Samuel  Sokcly,  Geo. 
Sweney,  and  John  B  Weller. 

From  lowsianm. — Mr.  John  B.  Dawson. 

From  /nduma.— Me«srs.  Richard  W.  Thorop- 
sen  and  Joseph  L.  White. 

Fi&m  IlUnoii, — Messrs.  Zadok  Casey  and  John 
Reynolds. 

From  Jilabama  — Mr.  Reuben  Chapman. 

From  Missouri, — Messrs.  John  C.  Edwards  and 
John  Miller. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CUSHING, 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  the  usual  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  6ommitlee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  a  quornm  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  he  might  make. 

The  resolution  having  been  adopted,  Messrs. 
Cdshino,  Kbnnedt  of  Maryland,  and  Tiluno- 
HAST  were  appointed  as  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Honse. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY,  he  was  excu^^d 
from  serving,  on  account  of  indisposition;  and  Mr. 
Hunt  of  New  York  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion  by  Mr  GUSHING, 

Ordired,  That  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of 
the  House  be  at  12  o^clock  no;  n,  till  further  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  EVERETT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  tc  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  eave  ncftice  that  he  would  to^ 
morrow  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Hesohfdt  That  the  21st  rule  for  conducting  bu- 
siness in  this  House,  in  the  following  words:  *'No 
petition,  memcriai,  resolution,  or  other  paper 
praying  the  abolii  inn  of  slavery  in  the  Distiict  of 
Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  slave- 
trade  between  ihc  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  Slates  in  which  it  now  exists,  (hall  be  re« 
ceived  by  this  Hou^e,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever,^*  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  ihe  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  only  offered  as  a 
notice. 

Mr.  WISE  inqaired  if  this  notice  took  pre- 
cedence of  the  other  ori^ers  of  the  House. 

ToeSPBAKERrepliedihatit  did  not. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  asKed  if  it  was 
susceptible  of  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  could 
be  amended  when  it  came  properly  before  the 
House;  at  present,  it  was  only  offered  in  the  shape 
of  a  notice. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  offered  a  joint  resolution  provid- 
ing f«r  the  appumtment  of  two  Chaplains  of  dif- 
ferent denomina'ionx,  one  by  each  House,  to 
serve  during  the  se»dioo,  and  to  interchange 
weekly:  adop'ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  usual  order  for 
the  supply  ot  members  with  newspapers  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  asked  leave  to  offer  th-^ 
following  joint  resolution: 

'  Resohoedt  (the  honorable  Senate  conccrring 
herein,)  That  a  joint  committee  of  three  nnembers 
of  this  House,  wnh  a  like  number  from  the  Senate, 
be  appointed  to  direct  and  superintend  the  expend!^ 
dure  of  all  money  appropriated  for  the  pnr> 
chase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
all  such  other  matters  pertaining  to  said  library 
as  are  not  otherwise  prov.dpd  for  by  law. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  st>ggeslpd  to  the 
mover  to  strike  out  the  word  **hon  rahle,"  as  't 
w.^s  m-t  usual  in  such  remluiions:  ftgrprj  to,  and 
Iheresoluton   *,^*  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 


Tuesday,  December  6,  1842. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro.  ism.  took  the  chail  at 
12  o'clock,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  Sergeani-at-arms  that  there  was  still  no 
quorum  present.    Such  being  the  fact, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  the  Senate  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning  at  12  »'clock. 

Messrs.  MOREHEAD  and  CRITTENDEN,  oC 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  ap- 
peared in  (heir  seats  to-day,  who,  in  addition  fo 
thore  announced  on  yesterday,  made  twenty-siz 
Senators  in  attendanec. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuESDAT,  December  6,  1842. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  gave  notice  that 
he  would  to-niorrow,  or  at  an  early  day  thereaf- 
ter, avk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  Spates  and  the  District  of  Columbia.*' 

Mr.  HAL*>TED  gave  notice  that  be  would 
to-morrow  abk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  Qniitled 
"An  act  regulating  the  taking  of  testimony  in 
cases  of  contAsied  elections  " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON, 

Ordered^  ThataselectcommiUf^eonaNaUonai  Foundry  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  consist  of  the  same  naml>er  of  mem* 
ben  as  composed  the  similar  committee  of  the  la«t  seaefop. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  door-keeper  of  the  Hou.'e  to  appoint  an 
addiional  messenger;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr* 
HOPKINS,  the  resolution  was  laid  over  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  fullowing  resolution, 
of  which  he  gave  notice  yesterday: 

Resolved^  That  ihe2!st  rule  for  conducting  buflineas  in  this 
House,  In  the  following  words:  '^No  petition,  memorial,  reaolu* 
lion,  or  other  paper  praying  the  aboiiuon  of  slavery  in  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  ur  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  slav6*trade 
between  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States  in  wbkh 
it  now  exi()ii),  shall  be  received  by  this  House,  or  entertained  in 
any  way  whatever,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  resolution  was  in  or- 
der? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was;  but  he  sug- 
gested to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the 
probability  of  a  debate  arising  on  it,*  and  that  he 
had  better  let  it  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  there  was  not  unfinished  bo- 
siness  on  the  calendar  of  the  last  session  that  took 
precedence  of  this  resolution?  There  certainly 
was  a  vast  deal  of  unfinished  business;  and,  in  his 
view,  it  had  the  precedence  over  all  new  business 
of  this  5e5sioR. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed,  that  he  offered  the  reso- 
lution now,  because,  by  the  rule^  ofihe  House,  the 
first  thirty  days  of  the  session  were  allotted  for  the 
reception  of  petitions — a  rule  that  had  been  ob- 
served since  the  commencement  cf  the  Govern- 
ment. This  Government  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  made 
for  receivirg  the  petitions  of  the  people,  and  attend- 
ing to  their  wants;  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  right 
of  presenting  them  was  as  unconstitutional  as  un- 
just. He  made  this  motion  now,  because  the  first 
business  to  be  transacted  should  be  the  attending 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people;  and  there  was  a  large 
class  of  petitions  excluded  by  the  rule  he  proposed 
to  rescind,  and  that  class  coming  from  a  particular 
section  of  the  Union.  He  did  not  wish  to  debate 
bis  motion,  but  would  be  willing,  if  the  House 
thought  proper,  to  take  the  question  on  it  now  by 
yeas  and  nays.  It  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  bis  con- 
8  itnents,  to  endeavor  to  restore  to  them  the  con- 
stitnional  rights  of  which  they  had  been  deprived. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  his  point  of  order  lo  be  this: 
Under  the  rolef^  of  the  House,  the  first  business  Of 
the  session  was  to  call  the  States  for  petitions;  pe* 
titions  had  priority  and  precedence;  petitions  were 
to  be  called  for  first,  and  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  lai^t  session  must  lie  over  for  six  days:  but,  if 
the  House  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  he 
contended  that  the  Speaker  could  find  much  better 
business  than  the  introduction  of  th'S  everlasting 
subject  of  agitation,  at  this  short  se5sioo,  when 
they  ought  to  be  entering  on  and  di.<iposing  of  the 
public  bu^inc!•s.  If,  then,  petitions  had  priority, 
ihey  would  nrcess-aiily  exclude  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  nothing  else 
did;  at  all  events,  it  did  not  come  in  of  right.    He 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


{Mr.  Wiu)  objected  to  it  yeslerdij,  wb»n  ihe  no- 
tice TBS  given,  and  he  repented  his  obJ'Cllon  in- 
d»Ji  and  lie  toppoted  ih«  quesiion  would  bie  on 
Ibn  receplion  of  ihe  rcMiuiion,  "Sbftll  it  be  re- 
ccivedl'  Kas  the  qnesLion;  and  be  c'inrended  ihRt 
Ibis  required  ■  roajoriiy  of  two-ihird^. 

A  menrter  vas  beard  lo  observe  that  tb?  qaes- 
tion  was  OQ  the  adoption  or  ihe  resoioiion. 

Ur.  WISE.     I  coatiiid  thai  ii  in  nat  received. 

The  SPEAKER  made  rome  obseivaiiunf,  wbiih 
were  yctj  indiiiincilji  heard;  but  he  wa^  under- 
stood lo  BBj.  ibai  the  reiototion  came  properly  be- 
fore the  Honse,  oBedaj'snoiice  having  beengiseo 
by  ihe  f^eoileman  Irom  HsssocIiueciis,  jesicrdaj, 
as  ib«  TDles  prescribed.  Bnl  be  forUiei  obeerred 
that  the  eommiiiges  were  not  appointed;  and,  iheie- 
fore,  if  pelilions  were  called  for  Trom  the  several 
Statet',  Ihpy  could  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  WISE  raid  h«  woold  .<ui;ge>t  to  the  Spraker 
that  the  non  appoiniment  of  the  mere  memberi  of 
Ihe  romniilteed  was  no  r'Bson  U'hy  Ihe  Siaies 
dioald  not  be  called  for  p^iillnns;  for,  if  Ihe  mem- 
bers werff  not  appoinitd,  ibe  commiiteeR  were. 
Tbe  roles  provided  that  there  ^bonld  br  cerlain 
■landiog  cocorDliiFer;  and  all  a  genilenian   had  to 


n  preset 


lOft  a  pefiLioi 


e  Ihai 


is'ltniing   the 


The 


0  A,  B,  C,  and 


Jiigh  ih( 

e  nitncd  on  iho^e  com- 
:r  pcliiionfi  to  daj,  wht o 
ed  by  Ibe  Speaker,  as 
Tuiore  dciy,  tthen  ihey 
■bonld  be  naniEd. 

Ur.  WELLER  moved  ihat  ike  reolution  be 
laid  aa  the  table;  and  or  thai  moiion  called  Tot  the 
jeu  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  laben,  and  resulted — 
JOB  85,  nay$  93,  as  Tollowg; 


i^' 


NftYB-Ht_  ...    _..  __,  

Bibeack.  Bilur.  Bimud,  BIrIkjii,  Blair,  Burdmsn, 

^U,  Calhoun,  Cbild%  IJtiUisnden,  loha  tl.  Clark, 


Bruin,  BurneU,  Calhoi 

Blalej  >i.  Clatko,  J»m.  ...  ..    „, 

R.  D.  UiTii.  JobD  Ednsnk,  ^twn,  Eitreil,  P<rh>,  Fawn- 
d«n,  Fillmore,  JotaD  0.  Flaid,  A.Lawnsou  rosier.dlddlfigi, 
Pauick  G.  Qmide,  Gonton.  ifall,  llalnari,  Htorr,  Iltidun, 
Knil.  JoHiih  R.  lnemoll,  W,  W.  Iiwin,  Jimn,  Lino,  LiiiK- 
lield,  Lomll,  Robin  HcCltllan,  McKcnnan,  HcKmd,  Airred 
Manfaall,  aunun  Mann,  Ualhiot,AlBll«lia,  Maxwell,  Mpnui, 
MgiTlm  Moirow,  Onbonve,  Parmwiifr,   Palrlde»,.P*o!l>;u.n, 

Rowell,  Vpm.  RuMell  JaihuM".  KuKcli.xfkun'nall,  S^.' 
Ibnl.  Bimonum,  Biads,  eunlr,  Siokelr,  Bini:iaD,  Aleiander 
ir.  n.  Blua^^  Tilii.iebil.t,  Tol.nd,  Toniliiiwn,  Trumhmi, 
Undermwl,  Van  Rtna«Her.  Wollwa,  JoHpb  L.  While,  Win- 
Ihrop,  Vorba,  andADguiliia  Voung—EO. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  ra;.a  and  said,  as  it  web 
important  Ibat  ibis  rrsululion  i-bould  be  deoidcd 
npoD,  as  it  might  otherwise  aUcel  the  pieeentaiion 
of  pelilions,  be   would  move 'he  prevjuas  question. 

The  motion  viae  seconded,  and  the  nexl  quei- 
tion  in  order  was,  •Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  pQit" 

Mr.  WISE  inqnired  if  it  was  In  order,  as  ihe 
nembera  were  iioi  all  ibere,  to  more  to  postpone 
the  qneslion  lo  a  day  certain. 

The  SPEARGtt  was  nnderslood  to  reply  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  WISE  said  ibe  Spcaber  bad  postponed  Ihe 
appointment  of  committee.',  on  Ihe  Kronod  that  Ibe 
members  had  not  all  arrived;  and  on  tbe  same 
ground  he  asked  fur  a  sh'  rt  posiponement  of  this 
important  *BDbject.  H<i*RTer,  if  bis  moiion  was 
not  in  order,  be  wonid  cati  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ibe  pending  quesiinc — '  SIratI  ihe  main  qneslion 

Tbe  yeas  aod  nays'wcre  oidereJ,  and  resnUfd — 
jtis  84,  nays  99,  a^  follows: 


II,  J,  M.  Ru-— ,  — .. 

an  It,  BlokelT,  d(raiIOD,J.  B. 
o,  TllllaghuLTolud.Tam. 


Eilnrdi,  EiibFR,  [ 


rkodnev,  {Vm.1 

iliida,  Troman  I         .         ^,  .. 

XhomiMP,  Richard  W.  ThumpuMi,  T(l!lDgh»«L  Tolaod,  T 
liMon,  Tcumbull.  Van  SenaaaWr,  Joaauh  L.  WhtM,  Tboum 
W.  Wltllama,  Wiaihrop,  York*,  and  AuguMui  Voung-M. 

NAV3-MM>n.  Artingion.  Aihstum,  Birinn,  Bataon.Bid- 
latV,  Bowna,  Dojd,  Bfumar,  Charlea  Brown,  Butk^  W.  Bui- 
IcT,  Wni.  O.  Bnllei,  P,  C.  Caldnelt,  CbBpinan,C>»T,  Cllf- 
fonl.  Cllnion,  Cotes,  Haik  A,  Cooper,  Curiiine.  Daniel,  R.  D. 
Darie,  D>i»nn,  Dean,  Dekerry,  Doan,  Eulman.  John 
C.  Edwardi,  Fcnia,  John  O.  Flo^d,  Cliarlei  A.  -Royd.  For- 
nan«,  Gamtilo,  Garrj,  Gilmer,  Goggln,  Oorion,  Harria. 
Hantngi,  Ilaya,  Kolmaa,  Koptlne.  Ilouck,  Rooelun,  Hubard, 
Huaicr.  Charlea  J,  logenott,  Wtlllain  W.  trwin,  Jack,  WMIlani 
Coal  JohDaon,  John  W.  Jong),  Kaim,  UtilaGald,  Lowell, 
Abraluim  HcClnllan,  Roben  MoClelltn,  McKay,  HeKeon, 
Mallorr,  Mareband,  Alfred  Manhall,  John  ThomNn  HB»n, 
Halhewe.Uedill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Oweler,  Pearce,  Piekona, 
Plumer, 'Powell,  ReJInp    "-—  -    «— ■    " *-  ■'^— 


«nrad,  Aleii 


I.  H.  Sluai 


Tumry,  ITndorwDod,  Van  Buren,  Ward.  WaahinBien, 
vvaitereon,  Weller,  WcaThroak,  Joitpb  L.  Williams^  Wlae, 
and  Wood— K, 

So  ibe  main  qaettion  wss  not  then  ptal. 
DEATH  OF  THE   HON.  "3.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  JOHN  T.  MASON  rose  lo  annouDce  ibe 
death  of  itie  Hon.  J.  W.  Willums  ol  Maryland, 
and  spoke  as  fullows: 

Mr,  SpiiKEit:  Iri.etoaanonnaBtbedeathorAe 
Hon.  JiHEB  W.  WiLLiiHS,  a  nxroberofthis 
Honse  from  Ihe  Sale  o(  Marjland.  Mr.  Wil- 
LUHS  dird  suddenly,  on  Ihe  morniDg  of  ihe  SI 
init ,  with  a  Mroke  of  ptralycis,  which  attacked 
him  in  h\n  carriage  while  rn  hi'  way  to  ibe  ^eal  of 
Qijvernment.  Alihoueh  lie  had  been  fir  a  ling 
lime  in  fetble  hralih,  yd  ihe  vtry  sudden  and  un- 
expected teroiibaiiuu  10  uhich  bis  di'eace  finally 
came  was  well  calcu!ai<^  lo  add  new  pan^s  lo  the 
grief  of  hie  family  and  frieid-s  which,  withoni  that 
circumsisDce,  wcnld  havt?  been  dvep  and  poignaul 
at  the  loss  of  a  parent  and  bntband  to  i^evoied,  a 
Irifnd  so  faiihfnl,  and  a  man  so  estimable.  The 
profound  and  unaSrcled  sorrow  with  which  his 
neighbors  and  frienila  received  ihe  sad  intelligence 
of  his  death,  the  nndtvided  voice  wiih  which  his 
nany  virues  are  aeknnvWged  by  Ihose  wi  b 
whom  he  has  bren  a^siriaicd  here,  and  the  conli. 
dence  which  has  been  rrpoKeil  in  him  from  lime  'o 
time  by  ihe  ciliier.s  of  his  S'aie,  consiitnte  a  more 
eloqneni  and  efffciive  encomitim  upon  him  thnn 
anytbing  I  can  say.  In  one  reaped — perhaps  in 
none  oihrr — ii  is  well  Ihat  1  have  been  i^elrcted  to 
pay  this  last  tribute  to  Ibe  iliemdry  of  ihe  deceased. 
Nu  one,  perhaps,  on  Ibis  flcor  ktew  si  W(  II,  and 
none  could  sptak  with  ihe  same  knosledge,  of 
lbo»  traits  which  cb?racl<tia«d  h'm,  and  which  so 
eialted  him  in  the  rsttmaiion  of  ihe  large  circle  o( 
his  acqDaintance.  Dating  the  whole  lime  that  I 
have  been  in  public  life— now  fonr  yeart — wheth- 
er in  onr  State  Legislature,  or  as  a  mem^er  of 
this  body,  Mr.  Williams  has  beeaaifScinted  with 
me.  At  firsi  an  idui>er,  and  always  a  friend,  I 
have  bad  every  oppurtunity  of  findingoDl  his  char- 
acter, and  of  flpjTiciaiinK  bin  woiih.  A  more 
bland  and  amiable  i>eat'emaR — a  more  uprigbt 
man— a  more  faiihfol  public  Eervant — and  a  more 
sagacioDBiIaiesm'n,  I  have  never  met  wiih.  The 
friebdiibipand  retptct  of  all  who  knew  bint;  the 
eonSdencc  of  bis  neinhbor^;  his  frrqueni  eialia- 
ticD  10  respansible  public  iteiions;  and  tbe  eitra- 
ordinary  verifica'iin  of  hi.s  prophecy  of  Ihe  civil 
revotntion  in  Marylaad  in  1836,  and  of  ber  pres- 
ent Snancial  embairas- men's— made  long  before 
any  one  ei.se  had  (he  wisdom  lo  loresre'  ibem — are 
aU-abundnnt  evidences  of  the  irnih  of  what  I  have 
said.  On  occasions  like  ihese,  ii  is  noi  anusoal,  I 
am  aware,  lo  pa<s  high  cncominms  Mpou  tbe  char- 
acter of  the  dicca^ed — a  mode  of  ptrceeding  the 
Irss  requisite  in  the  present  instance,  as  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  WiLLiiHs  was  (oo  well  esiablishtd,  and 
held  in  loo  high  esiiem,  to  hiive  anything  to  hope 
from  praise,  or  f.>ar  from  censete.  His  mild  and 
gemle  ip:ril  renrlned  ii  nearly  impos.'-Ible  for  him 
to  hare  any  eaemies.  The  innocence  and  simpli- 
city ofliisbthavior,  Ihe  sensibilii;  of  bis  heart,  Ihe 


fidelity  w4lh  which  ha  dtxcbarged  tbe  dolicG  oi  life, 
the  eqiiaDitniiy  wiih  which  he  bore  ill  rebukes 
and  suffcrin;",  wiUleave  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  minds  of  his  friends  and  acqnainuneee. 

We  have  jast  tnei  to  enter  open  a  new  session; 
and  ihefiistibing  almost  Ibat elaimsonr  attention— 
comiug,  as  ii  were,  as  a  messaee  from  the  Biei;a> 
live  nnbiBh,inierrnptingthesal<iiitionsor  friends, 
marring  ihe  pleasure  of  Ihe  oacasion,  and  eheckiDg 
Ihe  ardor  of  our  hopes — is  anoiher  example,  in  Ihe 
dealh  of  our  fricBd,  of  Ihe  nncettainly  of  hnmaB 
life,  li  could  not  have  come  on  a  mere  fi'  ocea- 
Bion.  We  have  entered  upon  a  new  portion  of 
lime,  and  sueh  occasinne  aie  peculiarly  favorable 
lo  moral  reflection.  On  an  eclraSce  on  a  new 
Bcene,  or  a  dkv  period  in  oar  life,  a  conlemplatiTe 
mind  will  be  nainrally  employed  in  esiimatini  its 
acquisitions,  comparing  its  improTemenia,  reira- 
cinx'  pati  Dceuriences,  and  revolving  faiDre  pros- 
pects. The  example  of  ihe  deceaied  is  Dol  only 
before  yon  fur  sach  a  wholeEoaie  eiereisa  of  Ihe 
mind;  bat  to  ii  may  be  added  his  voice,  which  may 
nuw  be  considered  as  addiess^ig  yoa  from  Ihe 
tomb,  and  enjaining  upon  you  the  doty  of  prepara- 
tion lor  another  life.  What  an  example  of  nor- 
taliiy  is  presented  on  the  pteseni  occasioni  With- 
out Ihe  bligbiest  warninf,  wiihoot  ihe  opportnuily 
of  a  moDient's  immediaie  piepdration,  away  from 
home,  and  alone,  ihe  datrtyir  met  him — no  tender 
assiduiiiea  of  friendship,  no  v-ell-koowo  voice,  do 
wife;  nor  »oh,  nar  daughter  was  near  to  soothe  bis 
Eorriiws  or  cinse  his  eyes  in  death.  May  Ibis 
(olemn  event  have  a  wide  sp''FBd  innoence.  In- 
stead ot  murmuring  at  (flch  afflictive  dispensaliofis 
which sepiraie  us  from  ihise  we  love  and  esteem, 
let  as  employ  them  as  mctivei  to  set  our  affections 
npOD  the  mare  las<i*g  things  of  another  world — 
remembering  that,  whatever  lies  of  affeci ion  are 
broken  by  death,  whi'ever  pleasures  are  Ust  tu  us 
here,  are  only  laktn  from  the  tnjoymena  of  time, 
to  be  added  lo  >bose  of  eieiniiy. 

Mr.  WiLLiiMS  was  a  aaiive  of  Maryland,  and 
was  aged  about  fifty  five  yedra.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  promiceui  mamber  of  the  Legislatare  oC 
his  State,  and  was  at  one  time  Speaker  of  Ihe 
House  of  Driegaies.  During  the  whole  time  he 
was  a  member,  he  opposed  tcith  Grmne's  and  nn- 
aballng  zeal  thai  system  of  imcrnal  improvements 
tvhich  has  ereuin&ied  in  overwhelming  the  State 
in  endless  taxation.  Tbo!«  who  are  now  lament- 
iDK  over  what  ibey  regard  Iha  evils  whieb  that 
policy  has  brought  upon  lb«m,  will  cherish  in  high 
respect  his  sagacity  in  predicting  those  evils,  and 
the  perttnaeiiy  with  which  he  te listed  thesyilein 
which  has  en'ailed  them  on  us.  Those  who  still 
believe  Ibe  poltc;  lo  have-  beeM  a  viae  one,  mnst 
do  bim  tbe  justice  to  admit  that  bis  opposition  to  it 
was  as  honrtt  as  it  was  unyieldiog.  In  May, 
1841,  Mr.  WiLLuHS  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
c^ntiuued  a  member  <f  this  body  np  lo  the  time  of 
his  death.  Here,  as  he  was  in  the  Legtslatare  of 
biK  Sate,  he  was  vigilant  and  rrgatar  in  bis  at- 
tendance apon  his  p a blic  duties. 

In  bim  ibe  Siaie  of  Maryland  has  lost  a  faithfal 
public  servant;  bi^  family  a  devoied  and  affec- 
lionaie  head;  and  his  friends  one  who  wts  always 
ready  lo  make  any  sBcriQce  to  advance   their  in- 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Misoit  offered  lbs  follow- 
iDf  reaolnlioas,  which  were  nnanimonsly  adopted; 

Rtteletit,  Thai  chia  Hdiih  have  latriMd,  with  raalJDgi  of 
d»peenaUfilKr,llio  intelligence  of  (bo  douaaa  of  the  honoiable 
.  ..__,.,  .„ . -nemberof  IhiiiCoi^ie™;  andai 


m  for  IllijIT  dart- 


OFT  or  Ihe  deceaaed,)  ibat  ihia  Rogaa  do 

madon  of  I'he  denih  of  J«Ka  wl'wiw.iAMa,  and  of"ihe~pm 
-.ealiiiia  ol  Ihie  llDuao  ibereun. 
Tbe  House  then  adjoarned. 

[We  omitted  lo  state,  in  oor  repon  of  yester- 
day's proceedings,  that  th;  Hon.  Roibbt  C.  Win- 
THRor,  a  Repre.'ienintive  elect  from  ihe  Slate  of 
MassachuseiLi,  io  supply  tti[^  virancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignaiion  of  the  Hon.  Nirnm  Aiti.gton, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  aad  took  his  seal.] 
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IN  SENATE. 
Wedns'dat,  December  7,  1843. 

Hbe  PRESIDENT  pro  tenu  took  the  chair  at  12 
o^cJoek;  and 

The  proceedings  of  the  two  former  days  being 
read, 

BCr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  Samusl  O.  Craft,  Senator  eUcted 
by  the  Legislatnre  of  Vermont,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
oecaskmed  bj  the  rfS'gnation  of  Jtfdge  Prsmtiss 
which  were  read,  Mr.  C.  was  then  qi^alified  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  creden  ials  of  the 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Datton,  Sena  for  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  to  fill  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned bj  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  L. 
SoirrHARDi  which  were  read.  Mr.  D.  was  then 
qnaKlied  and  took  his  seat. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 

Orderett,  That  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Senate  inform  theUouae 
of  Rapreaeotathrea  itiai  a  quorum  of  the  Seoate  have  aasem. 
blad,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  buslnoM. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MBREICK,  it  was 

iZoao/oed.  Ttiat  each  Seoaior  he  supplied  dally,  during  the 
preaeut  aeeaioD,  with  three  copiea  of  such  daily  uewspapera  as 
he  iD^  choose,  prorided  that  they  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
laleaofaonoal  charge  for  a  daily  paper;  and  provided  that 
aay  Sma&or  thiolciog  proper  to  take  other  than  a  daily  paper, 
•hail  be  eotitJad  to  so  many  such  other  papers  as  will  be  equal 
10  three  daily  papers. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BRNTON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  ca 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  bankrnpi  law. 

BOARD  OF  EXCHEaUER. 

Mf.  TALLMADQE  gave  notice  that  be  would, 
at  an  early  day,  ask  leave  to  inirodnce  a  bill  to 
modify  the  several  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representat.veb,  by  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clirkb, 
their  Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  a  quorum 
of  that  body  had  assembird,  and  were  ready  to 
prooeed  to  legislative  bui^ioess',  and  also  ioforming 
the  Senate  that  ihey  bad  passed  a  resolution,  and 
appointed  a  eoaimittee  under  it,  'o  join  such  com* 
mittee  as  might  be  appointed  ou  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were  rea- 
dy to  receive  any  communieatton  he  might  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  the  above  resolution 
was  concurred  in;  and  the  Chair  was  author  zed 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate;   when 

Messrs.  Kkrr  and  Kino  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

After  a  short  interval, 

Mr.  KBRRy  from  (he  above  commitiee,  stated 
that  the  joint  committee  had  wailed  upon  the  Pffsi-^ 
deal,  and  informed  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  bad  assembled,  an«l  were  ready  to  receive 
(rum  him  such  communication  as  he  might  think 
proper  to  submit  to  them;  when  the  President  di- 
ree>ed  them  to  inform  their  respective  Houses  that 
Im  would  forthwith  submit  a  message  in  writing. 
TbereapoD 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
RoBcaT  Ttler,  esq.,  his  private  secretary,  which 
WIS  read,  as  follows: 

Tq  ike  Stnaifi  and 

House  of  Representalives  of  the  United  Slaks: 
We  have  continued  reason  to  express  our  pro- 
found graiitade  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
for  numberless  benefits  conferred  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. Blessed  with  genial  seasons,  tne  husbandman 
lias  his  ^mers  fiUed  with  abundance;  and  the 
neceseanes  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  luxuries, 
ibound  in  every  direction.  While  in  some  other 
nations  steady  and  industrious  labor  can  hardly 
find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  greatest  evil 
which  jiA  bare  to  encounter  is  a  surplus  of  pro- 
doctioa  beyond  the  home  demand,  which  seeks, 
and  with  difficntty  finds,  a  partial  market  in  other 
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regions.  The  health  of  the  country,  with  partial 
exceptions,  has,  for  the  past  year,  been  well  pre- 
served; and,  under  their  tree  and  wise  institutions* 
the  United  Slates  are  rapidly  advancing  towards 
the  consummation  of  the  high  destiny  which  an 
overruling  Providence  seems  to  have  markc^l  out 
for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion,  and 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  we  are  free  lo  consult 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  and  advancing 
the  happiness  of  the  people.  Such  are  the  citcum- 
stances  under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  re- 
spective chambers,  and  which  should  lead  us  to 
unite  in  praise  and  ihank^ving  to  that  great 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  preserves  us  as  a 
nation. 

I  congratulate  you,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  afiairs  since 
my  last  annual  Message.  Causes  of  complaint  at 
that  time  existed  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain,  which,  attended  by  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, threatened  most  seriously  the  public 
peace.  The  difficulty  of  adjusting  amicably  the 
questions  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  was, 
in  no  small  degree,  augmented  by  the  lapse  of 
lime  since  they  had  their  origin.  The  opinions 
entertained  by  the  Executive  on  several  of  the 
leading  topics  in  dispute,  were  frankly  set  forth  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  your  late  session. 
The  appointment  of  a  special  minister  by  Great ' 
Britain  lo  the  United  States,  with  power  to  negoti- 
ate upon  most  of  the  points  of  difference,  indicated 
a  desire  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjust  them;  and 
that  minister  was  met  by  the  Executive  in  the  same 
spirit  which  had  dictated  his  mission.  The  treaty 
consequent  thereon,  having  been  duly  ratified  by 
the  two  Governments,  a  copy,  together  with  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it,  is  herewith 
communicated.  I  trust  that,  whilst  you  may  see  in  it 
nothing  objectionable,  itmay  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving, for  an  indefinite  period,  the  amicable  re- 
lations happily  existing  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to 
the  civilized  world;  since  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  a  war  could  exist  between  them  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  Christendom.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  treaty  upon  ourselves  will  be 
felt  in  the  security  afforded  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise, which,  no  longer  apprehensive  of  interrup- 
tion, adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
sea;  and, freighted  with  ihe  diversified  productions 
of  every  land^  relums  lo  Mess  our  own.  There  is 
nothing  in  ll^  treaty  which,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
compromits  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation. 
Next  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which 
must  always  be  a  matter  of  difiiculiy  between 
States  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which 
seemed  to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment 
was  that  connected  with  tne  African  slave-trade. 

By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was 
expressly  declared  that  "whereas  the  traffic  in 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  'with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  whereas  ooth  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  Stales  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parlies 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object."  In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice 
had  threatened  to  grow  up,  on  the  part  of  its 
cruisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  which,  while  it  seriously 
involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vex- 
ation a  branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  which  required  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys, 
at  London,  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain 
an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found 
with  a  cargoof  slavciAn  board^  and  restricted  the 
British  pretension  lo  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  in- 
quire; yet  it  could  not  well  be  discerned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  Unhed  States  how  such  visit  and-  in- 
quiry could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voy- 
age, and  coose(^uent  interruption  to  ihe  trade.  Ii 
was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search,  presented  only 
in  a  new  form,  and  expressed  in  different  words; 


and  I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  distinctly  to  de- 
clare, in  my  annual  Message  to  Ccmgress,  that  no 
such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to  en- 
force  their  own  laws,  and  to  protect  their  flag  from 
being  used  for  purposes  wholly  forbidden  by  thosft 
laws,  and  obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure  of  the 
world.  Taking  the  Meseage  as  his  letter  of  in-^ 
structions,  our  then  Minister  at  Paris  felt  him- 
self required  to  assume  the  sapie  ground  in  a  re- 
monstrance which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  to  M.  Guizot,  and,  through  Mm,  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  against  what  has  been  called 
the  Gtuintuple  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Gk>vemment« 
In  close  conformity  wiih  these  views,  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides 
that  "each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  the  African 
seas  a  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns,  to  act  sep- 
arately and  apart,  under  instructions  from  their  re- 
spective Governments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
tneir  respective  laws  and  obligations."  From  this 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  Me»* 
sage  has  been  fully  maintained,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  siipulaiions  of  ihe  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  the  two  countries, 
and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for  interference 
with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Government.  While,  therefore,  the 
United  Slates  have  been  standing  up  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
make  that  a  pretext  fur  avoiding  a  fulfilment  of 
their  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  lor  giving 
countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws* 
A  similar  arrangement  by  the  other  great  powers 
could  nor  fail  to  sweep  from  the  ocean  the  slave- 
trade,  without  the  interpolation  of  any  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  maritime  code.  We  may  be  permit-' 
tea  to  hope  that  the  exaniple  thus  set  will  be  follow- 
ed by  some,  if -not  all  of^them.  We  thereby  also 
afibrd  suitable  protection  to  the  fair  trader  in  those 
seas;  thus  fulfilling  at  the  same  time  the  dictates 
of  a  sound  policy,  and  cbmpljring  with  the  claims 
of  justice  and  hunuinity. 

It  would  have  furnished  additional  cause  for  con- 
gratulation, if  the  treaty  could  have  embraced  all 
subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to  a  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  Governments,  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  north 
of  the  foily-second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portioa 
of  which  Great  Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract 
the  attention  of  our  fellow-citizen.s;  and  thft  tide  of 
population,  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately 
an  unbroken  wilderness  in  more  contiguous  re- 
gions, is  preparing  to  flow  over  those  vast  districts 
which  stretch"  from  ihe  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  In  advance  of  the  acquirement  of 
individual  rights  to  thes^  lands,  sound  policy  dic- 
tates that  every  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
two  Governments  to  settle  th^r  respective  claims. 
It  became  manifest,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  late 
negotiations,  that  any  attempt,  for  the  time  being, 
satistiactorily  to  determine  those  rights,  would  lead 
to  a  protracted  discussion,  which  might  embrace 
in  its  failure  other  more  pressing  mailers;  and  the 
Executive  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  to  waive  all 
the  advantages  of  an  honorable  adiustmeni  of  other 
difficulties  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  be- 
cause this,  not  so  immediately  pres.smg,  stood  ia 
the  way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may 
not,  for  several  years  to  come,  involve  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries,  yet  I  shall  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britain  the  importance  of  its  early  settle- 
ment. Nor  will  other  matters  of  commercial  im- 
portance to  the  two  countries  be  overlooked;  and  I 
have  good  reaicon  lo  believe  that  it  will  comport 
with  the  policy  of  ^gland,  as  it  does  with  that  of 
the  United  States,  to  seize  upon  this  moment,  whea 
most  of  the  causes  of  irriiAtipn  have  passed  awayg 
to  cement  the  peace  and  amity  of  the  two  countries, 
by  wisely  removing  nil  grounds  of  probable  future 
collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relations 
continue  on  the  most  amicable  footing.  Treaties 
now  existing  with  them  should  be  rigidly  observed; 
and  every  opportunity,  compatible  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  y  nited  States,  should  be  seized  upon  to 
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enlarge  the  basis  of  comniercial  intercourse.  Peace 
with  all  the  world  is  Ih/s  true  foundation  of  our 
policy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permaneBt  bv 
the  practice  of  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  alL 
Our  great  desiie  should  be  to  enter  only  into  that 
rivalry  which  looks  to  the  general  good,  m  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  sciences,  the  enlargement  of  the 
field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and 
the  spread  of  commerce  (that  great  civilizer)  to 
every  land  and  sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  in- 
terference in  all  questions'  exclosively  referring 
themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  an  equal  exemption  from 
the  interference  of  European  Gfovemments  in  what 
*  relates  to  the  States  of  the  American  continent. 

On  the  33d  of  April  last,  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  Uth  of 
April,  183!^,  made  to  the  proper  department  a 
final  report  in  relation  to  the  proceeoings  ot  the 
commission.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  com- 
missioners and  the  umpire  appointed  under  that 
convention,  was  two  million  twenty-six  thousand 
and  seventy -nine  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents.  The 
arbiter  having  considered  that  his  functions  were 
required  by  the  convention  to  terminate  at  the 
same  lime  with  those  of  the  commissioners,  return- 
ed to  the  board,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  claims 
'  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  American  commis« 
sloners,  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and 
eighty-eight  cents.  Other  clainL<«,  in  which  the 
amount  sought  to  be  recovered  was  three  million 
three  hundred  and  thirtv-six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  late  for  its  consideration. 
The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico  hjfe 
been  dul  v  authorized  to  make  demand  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  awards,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
.tonvention,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
'j^essofthel2ih  of  June,  1840.  He  has  also  been 
instructed  to  communicate  to  that  Government  the 
expectations  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  m  relation  to  those  claims  which  were  not 
disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Mexican  Government.  He  has 
also  been  furnished  with  other  instructions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Government  of  Mexico 
should  not  find  itself  in  a  condition  to  make  pres- 
ent payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards,  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  infotmation 
which  is  esteemed  favorable,  both  to  a  just  satis- 
fociion  of  the  awards,  and  a  reasonable  provision 
for  other  claims,  has  been  recently  received  from 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stated, 
who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed  the  in- 
structions of  his  Government  in  regard  to  this  im« 
portant  subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accom< 
panied  the  late  Texah  expedition  to  Santa  F€,  and 
who  were  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the 
Department  of  Slate  an4  the  Afexican  Minister 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  upon  the  complaint  of  Mexico 
that  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  permitted 
to  give  aid  to  the  innabitants  of  Texas  in  the  war 
existing  between  her  and  that  republic.  Copies  of 
this  correspondence  are  herewith  communicated  to 
Congress^  together  with  copies  ^f  letters  on  the 
same  subject,  addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Mexico,  by  the  American  Minister  and  the  Mexi- 
can Secretary  of  State. 

Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  the 
mission  of  the  Uniteid  States  to  that  Gfovemment, 
by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the  same  rank 
as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in 
Mexico.  From  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  mission,  favorable  results  are  anticipated  from 
it.  It  is  so  obviously  for  the  interest  orboth  coun- 
tries, as  neighbors  and  friends,  that  all  just  causes  of 
mutual  dissatisfaction  should  ^  removed,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the  employ- 
ment or  any  practicable  and  hooomble  means  to 
accomplish  that  end. 

The  affairs  pending  between  this  Government 
and  several  others  of  the  States  oi  this  hemisphere 
formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  again, 
within  the  past  year,  been  materially  obstructed 
by  the  military  revolutions  and  conflicts  in  those 
countries. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 


States  and  the  Republic  of  Ecuador,  of  the  I3th  of 
June,  18^9,  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  instru- 
ment has  been  duly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  Copies  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  enable  that  body  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our  inter- 
course with  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  re- 
quisite. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  GK)vemment  of 
Chili  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  on  account  of 
the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Warrior  at  Coquim- 
bo,  in  1820.  This  Government  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  other  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Chili 
will  be  hastened  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  close. 

The  empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether 
exempt  from  those  convulsions  which  so  constant- 
ly afflict  the  neighboring  republics.  Disturbances 
which  recently  broke  out  are,  however,  now  nn- 
understood'to  be  quieted.  But  these  occurrences, 
by  threatening  the  stability  of  the  Governments,  or 
by  causing  incessant  and  violent  changes  in  t.hem, 
or  in  the  persons  who  administer  them,  tend  great- 
ly to  retard  provisions  for  a  just  indemnity  for  loss- 
es and  injuries  suffered  by  individual  subjects  or. 
citizens  of  other  States.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  feel  it  to  be  its  duty,  however^  to 
consent  to  no  delay,  not  unavoidable,  in  making 
satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries  sustained  by 
its  own  citizens.  Many  years  having,  in  some 
cases,  elapsed,  a  decisive  and  effectual  course  of 
proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective 
Governments  against  whom  claims  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

The  vexatious,  harassing,  and  expensive  war 
which  so  long  prevailed  witn  the  Indian  tribes  in- 
habiting the  peninsula  of  Florida,  has  happily  been 
terminated;  whereby  our  army  has  been  relieved 
from  a  service  of  the  most  disagreeable  character, 
and  the  treasury  from  a  large  expenditure.  Some 
casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident 
to  the  close  proximity  of  border  settlers  and  the 
Indians;  but  tnese,  as  in  all  other  cases,  may  be  leil 
to  the  care  of  the  local  authorities,  aidea,  when 
occasion  may  require,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States.  A  sufficient  number  of  troops  will  be 
maintained  in  Florida,  so  long  as  the  remotest  ap- 
prehensions of  danger  shall  exist;  yet  their  duties 
will  be  limited  rather  to  the  garrisoning  of  the  neces- 
sary post<!,  than  to  the  maintenance  of  active  hostili- 
ties. It  is  to  t>e  hoped  that  a  territory,  so  long  re- 
tarded in  its  growth,  will  now*  speedily  recover 
from  the  evils  incident  to  a  protracted  war,  exhib- 
iting, in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  produc- 
tions, true  evidences  of  returning  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. By  the  practice  of  rigid  justice  towards 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  residing  within  our 
territorial  limits,  and  tlie  exercise  of  a  parental 
vigilance  over  their  interests,  protecting  them 
against  fraud  and  intrusion,  and  at  the  same  time 
using  every  proper  expedient  to  introduce  among 
them  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  we  niay  fondly  hope 
not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  love  for  war, 
but  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  all 
its  avocations.  With  several  of  the  tribes,  great 
progress  in  civilizing  them  has  already  been  made. 
The  schoolmaster  and  the  missionary  are  found 
side  by  side;  and  the  remnants  of  what  were  once 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  may  yet  be  pre- 
served as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1849,  (exclusive  of  the  amotmt  deposited  with 
the  States^rnst  funds,  and  indemnities,)  was  8930,* 
483  68.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  from  ail 
sources,  amount  to  $26,616,593  78;  of  which  more 
than  fourteen  millions  were  received  from  cus- 
toms, and  about  one  million  from  the  public  lands. 
The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter  are>evStimated  at 
nearly  eignt  millions;  of  which  four  millions  are 
expected  from  customs,  and  three  millions  and  a 
half  from  loans  and  treasury  notes.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year 
exceed  twenty-six  millions,  and  those  estimated  for 
the  fourth  quarter  amount  to  about  eight  millions; 
and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of 
half  a  million  on  the  1st  January  next;  hut  that  the 
amount  of  outstanding  warru^ts  (estimated  at  $800,- 
000)  will  leave  an  actual  balance  of  about  $234,000 
in  the  treasury.  Among  the  expenditures  of  the 
year,  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  public 
debt,  and  J600,000  on  account  of  the  distribution  to 
the  States  of  the  proceeds  of  sales-  of  the  (public 
lands. 

I     The  present  tariff  of  duties  was  somewhat  has- 


tily and  hurriedly  passed  near  the  close  of  the  late 
session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have  defects, 
can,  therefore,  be  surprising  to  no  one.  To  rem- 
edy such  defeets  as  may  be  found  to  exist  in  many 
of  its  numerous  provisions,  will  not  fail  to  claia 
your  serious  a^ention.  It  may  well  m«rit  in- 
ouiry,  whether  the  exaction  of  all  duties  in  cash 
aOes  not  call  for  the  introduction  of  a  system 
which  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  countries 
where  it  has  been  adopted.  I  refer  to  the  ware- 
housing S3rstem.  The  first  and  most  prominent 
effect  which  it  would  produce,  would  be  to  protect 
the  market  alike  a^nst  redundant  or  deficient 
supplies  of  forei^  fabrics;  both  of  which,  in  the 
long  run,  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  manufacta- 
rer  as  to  the  importer.  The  qvantiQr  of  goods  in 
store  being  at  all  times  readily  imown,  it  wotild  en- 
able the  importer,  with  an  approach,  to  accoracy,  to 
ascertain  the  actual  wants  of  the  market,  and  to 
regulate  himself  accordingly.  If,  however,  he 
should  fall  into  error,  by  importing  an  excess  above 
the  public  wants,  he  could  readily  correct  its  evils 
by  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  and  advantages 
ot  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehouse, 
the  goods  imported  would  await  the  ctemands  oi 
the  market;  and  their  issues  would  be  governed  by 
the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Thus 
an  approximation  would  be  made  to  a  steadiness 
and  uniformity  of  price,  which,  if  attainable,  woold 
conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mercantile 
and  mechanical  operations. 

The  apprehension  may  be  well  entertained^  ^at, 
without  something  to  ameliorate  the  rigor  or  cash 
payments,  the  entire  import  trade  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe.  The  small  importer,  who  requires 
all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  investments  abroad, 
and  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lowest  duty, 
would  have  to  subduct  in  advance  a  portion  of  his 
funds,  in  order  to  pay  the  duties,  and  would  lose 
the  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for  all  the 
time  the  goods  might  remain  unsokl;  which  might 
absorb  his  profits.  The  rich  capitalist  abroad,  as 
well  as  at  home,  would  thus  possess,  after  a  short 
time,  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  import 
trade;  and  laws  designed  for  ine  benefit  of  all, 
would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  few— a  re- 
sult wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  anti-republican  in  all  its  tendencies. 
The  warehousing  system  would  enable  the  import- 
er to  watch  the  market,  and  to  select  his  own  time 
for  offering  his  ^oods  for  sale.  A  profitable  por- 
tion of  the  carrying  trade  in  articles  entered  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  must  also  be  most  seriously 
affected,  without  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to 
relieve  the  cash  system.  The  warehousing  sys- 
tem would  afford  that  relief,  since  the  earner 
would  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  store- 
houses, and  might,  without  advancing  the  dnty,  re- 
ship  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign  ports. 
A  mrther  effect  of  the  measure  woaM  be  to  super- 
sede the  system  of  drawbacks,  therebv  effectually 
protecting  the  Government  against  fraud,  as  the 
right  of  debenture  would  not  attach  to  goods  after 
their  withdrawal  from  the  public  stores. 

In  revising  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  should 
you  deem  it  proper  to  do  so  at  your  present  session, 
1  can  only  repeat  the  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions which,  upon  several  occasions,  I  have  here- 
tofore felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  to  Congress. 
The  great  primary  and  controlling  interest  of  the 
American  people  is  union;  union,  not  only  in  the 
mere  forms  of  ^vernment— forms  which  may  be 
broken— but  union  founded  in  an  attachment  of 
States  and  individnals  for  each  other.  This  onion 
in  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by 
the  adoption  of  that  course  of  policy  which,  nei- 
ther giving  exclusive  benefits  to  some,  nor  impos- 
ing unnecessary  burdens  upon  others,  shall  consult 
the  Interests  of  all,  by  pursuing  &  course  of  moder- 
ation, and  thereby  seeking  to  harmonize  public 
opinion,  and  cansing  the  people  everywhere  to  fisel 
and  to  know  that  the  Government  is  careful  of  the 
interests  of  all  alike.  Nor  is  there  any  subject  ia 
regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  a 
wise  discrimination,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  imports.  Whether  refer- 
ence be  had  to  rcfvenue— the  primary  object  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes— or  to  tne  incidents  which 
necessarily  flow  fVom  their  imposition,  this  is  en- 
tirely true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their  end 
and  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind 
.  an  hostility  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  but  by 
inducing  a  system  of  smuggling  on  an  extensive  . 
scale,  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraud  I 
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opoB  the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigilance  oi^ 
Government  cannot  effectually  suppress.  An  opi 
pcsite  coarse  of  policy  would  be  atieuded  by  le- 
iulis  csseniiaUy  difierent,  of  which  every  interes- 
«f  society — and  nouB  more  than  those  of  the  manu- 
facturer—  woulil  reap  important  advantages. 
Amdng  the  niost  striking  of  its  benetits  would 
be  that  derived  from  the  general  acquiescence  of 
ihe  country  ia  its  support,  and  the  consequent 
permanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given 
to  all  the  operations  of  industry.  It  cannot  be  too 
oAen  repeated,  that  no  system  of  legislation  can 
be  wise,  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  No 
interest  can  thrive  under  it.  The  prudent  capi- 
talist will  never  adventure  his  capital  in  manu- 
iactaring  establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading 
pursuit  of  life,  if  there  exists  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  whether  the  Government  will  repeal 
to-morrow  what  it  has  enacted  to-day.  Fitful 
profits,  however  high,  if  threatened  with  a  ruinous 
redaction  by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the  part  of 
Government,  will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  trust  the 
money  which  he  has  acquirea  by  a  life  of  labor 
a[>on  the  uncertain  adventure.  I,  therefore,  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other 
desire  than  to  re.«^ue  the  great*  interests  of  the 
country  from  the  vortex  of  political  contention, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  soierain  du- 
ties or  the  place  which  I  now  occupy,  recom- 
mend moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise  dis- 
crimination as  to  their  several  objects,  as  being 
not  only  most  likely  to  be  durable,  but  most  advan- 
tageous to  every  interest  of  society. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment exhibits  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  account 
of  the  various  and  important  interests  committed 
to  the  charge  of  that  officer.  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  expenditures  for  the  mili- 
tary service  are  greatly  reduced  in  amount;  that  a 
strict  system  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into 
the  service,  and  the  abases  of  past  years  greatly 
reformed.  The  fortifications  on  our  maritime 
frontier  have  been  prosecuted  with  inuch  vigor, 
and  at  many  points  our  defences  are  in  a  very  con- 
siderable state  of  forwardness.  1  he  suggestions 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  means  of  com- 
manication  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific,  and 
to  th» surveys  so  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
resources  oi  the  intermediate  country,  are  entitled 
to  the  most  favorable  consideration.  While  i 
would  propose  nothing  inconsistent  with  friendly 
negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of  our  claims  in 
that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  points  out  tl^ 
necessity  of  such  measures  as  may  enable  us  to 
maintain  onr  rights.  The  arrangements  made  for 
preserving  oar  neutral  relations  on  the  boundary 
between  ns  sCnd  Texas,  and  keeping  in  check  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  will  be  raamtained  so  long 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

For  several  years  angry  contentions  have  grown 
out  of  the  disposition  directed  by  law  to  be  made  of 
the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  Government  in  seve- 
ral  of  the  States,  The  Government  is  constituted 
the  landlord,  and  the  citizens  of  the  States  wherein 
lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  relation  is  an 
unwise  one;  and  it  would  be  much  more  conducive 
to  the  public  interest  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should 
be  made,  than  that  they  should  remain  in  their 
present  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ore  would 
oe  more  abundantly  and  certainly  furnished  when 
to  be  drawn  from  the  enterprise  and  the  industry 
of  the  proprietor,  than  under  the  present  system. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  in  regard 
to  the  improvements  of  the  Western  waters,  and 
certain  prominent  harbors  on  the  lakes,  merit,  and 
Idonbi  not  will  receive,  your  serious  attention. 
The  great  importance  of  these  subjects  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  extensive  region  referred  to,  ana  the 
security  of  the  whole  country  in  time  of  war,  (fan- 
not  escape  observation.  The  losses  of  life .  and 
propeny  which  annually  occur  in  the  navigation  of 
the  BAississippi  alone,  because  of  the  dangerous 
obstioetions  in  the  river,  make  a  loud  demand 
upon  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  efficieht  meas- 
ures for  their  removal. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
bring  you  acquainted  with  that  important  branch 
of  the  public  defences  Considering  the  already 
vast  ana  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, apart  from  the  exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of 
an  extended  seaboard,  all  that  relates  to  the  navT  i;^ 
calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  What- 
ever tends  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  without  entail- 
ing unnecessary  charges  upon  the  treasury,  is  well 
woiihf  of  your  seirions  consideration.    It  will  be 


seen,  that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more 
than  a  million  the  appropriations  of  the  pre  ent 
year,  is  asked  by  the  Secretary,  vet  that,  in  this , 
sum,  is  proposecl  to  be  included  $100,000  for  ilie 
purchase  of  clothing,  which,  when  once  expend- 
ed, will  be  annually  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  the 
clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund, 
without  any  new  appropriation  to  the  same  object. 
To  this  may  abo  be  added  ^50,000  asked  to  cover 
the  arrearages  of  past  years,  and  $250,000  in  order 
to  maintain  a  competent'  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  all  of  which,  when  deducted,  will  reduce 
the  expenditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  current  year.  While,  however,  the  expen- 
ditures will  thus  remain  very  nearly  the  same  as 
of  the  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add  greatly 
to  the  operations  of  the  marine,  and,  in  lieu  of 
only  twenty-five  ships  in  commission,  and  but  little 
in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep,  with  the  same  ex- 
penditure, forty-one  ves^^els  afloat,  and  to  build 
twelve  ships  of  a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  is  established, 
and  great  pains  are  taken  to  insure  industry, 
fidelity,  ana  economy  in  every  department  of  duty. 
Experiments  have  been  instituted  to  test  the  qual- 
ity of  various  materials,  (particularly  copper,  iron, 
and  coal,)  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  that  the  great  point  which,  for  several 
years,  has  been  so  much  desired|  has.  during  the 
current  year,  been  fully  accomplishea.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  current  year 
nave  been  brought  within  its  income,  without  les- 
sening its  general  usefulnesa  There  has  been  an 
increase  of  i'cvenue  equal  to  S1^,000  for  th&year 
1842  over  that  of  ISll,  without,  as  it  is  believed, 
any  additioh  having  been  made  to  the  number  of 
IcUers  and  newspapers  transmitted  through  the 
mails.  The  Post  Office  laws  have  been  honestly 
administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  in  ac- 
counting for,  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates 
of  the  department,  the  moneys  which  haye  been 
received.  For  the  details  of  the  service,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of 
the  condition  of  the  public  administration  will  serve 
to  convince  you  that  every  proper  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who 
nave  been  called  to  the  heads  ofthediflerent  depart- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  annual  expenditures 
of  the  Government  already  accomplished,  furnishes 
a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of 
the  public  moneys  is  regarded  as  a  paramount 
duty. 

.'♦At  peace  with  all  the  world— the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen  sacredly  maintained-,  and  his 
rights  secured  under  political  institutions  deriving 
all  their  authority  frona  the  direct  sanction  of  the 
people — with  a  soil  fertile  almost  beypnd  example, 
and  a  country  blessed  with  every  diversity  of  cli- 
mate and  production,  what  remains  to  be  done  in 
order  to  advance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
such  a  peoplel  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  -that 
probably  could  be  done  for  aneople  inhabiting  such 
a  country,  would  be  to  fortify  their  peace  and  se- 
curity in  the  prosecuticJh  of  their  various  pursuits, 
by  guarding  them  against  invasion  from  without, 
and  violence  from  within.  The  rest,  for  the  greater 
part,  might  be  left  to  their  own  energy  and  enter- 
prise. The  chief  embarrassments  which,  at  the 
momeut,  ekhibit  themselves,  have  arisen  from  over- 
action;  and  the  mast  difficult  task  which  remains 
to  be  accomplished  is  that  of  correcting  and  over- 
coming its  efiects.  Between  the  years  1833  and 
1838,  additions  were  made  to  bank  capital  and 
bank  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designed  for  cir- 
culation, to  an  extent  enormously  great.  The  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be,  not  how  the  best  currency 
could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  put  in  circula- 
tion. Thus,  a  vast  amount  of*  what  was  called 
money — since,  for  the  time  being,  it  answered  the 
purposes  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  country; 
an  over-Issue  which  was  attended,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of  the 
prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a 
speculative  mania  all  over  the  country,  and  has 
finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on  the 
part  of  States  and  individuals,  the  prostration  of 
public  and  private  credit,  a  depreciation  in  the 
market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
has  left  large  districts  of  country  almost  en- 
tirely without  any  circulating  medium.  In  view 
J  of  the  fact  that,  in  ISSO,  the  whole  bank-note 


circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted 
to  but  $61,323,898,  according  to  the  Treasury 
statements,  and  that  an  addition  had  been  made 
thereto  of  the  enormous  sum  of  $88,000,00(1 
in  seven  years,  (the  circulation  on  the  Ist  January, 
1837,  bein^  stated  at  $149,185,890,)  aided  by  the 

treat  facilities  /ifldrded  in  ■  obtaining  loans  from 
luropean  capitalists,  who  were  seized  with  the 
same  speculative  mania  which  prevailed  in  the 
United  States— a^d  the  large  importations  of  funds 
from  abroad,  the  result  of  stock  sales  and  loan&— 
no  one  can  be  surprised  at  the  apparent,  but  unsub- 
stantial, state  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  while  little  cause  of  sur- 
prise should  be  felt  at  the  present  prostration  of  ev- 
erything, and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  so  lar^^e  an  amount  of  bank  is- 
sues since  1837 — exceeding,  *as  is  believed,  the 
amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar 
period  antecedent  to  1837 — it  ceases  to  be  a  matter 
of  astonishment  that  such  extensive  shipwreck 
should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes,  qr  that 
difficulties  should  exist  in  meeting  fcheir  engage- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  debtor  States.  Apart  from 
which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  immense 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  numerous  banks, 
it  is  less  a  matter  of  surprise  that  insolvency  should 
have  visited  many  of  our  fellow-citizens,  than  that 
so  many  should  have  escaped  th^  blighting  influ- 
ences of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths,  and 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  pressing  necessi- 
ties of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  cause 
to  be  submitted  to  you,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  late  session,  the  plan  of  an  Exchequer;  the 
whole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining  whicn,  in 
purity  and  vigor,  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  and,  there- 
fore, virUiallyby  the  people  themselves.    It  was 
proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direc- 
tion of  a  treasury  board^  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  the 
law  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  executed;  and 
that  the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of 
exchange,  at  all  times  convertible  into  gold  and 
silver^  should  be  attained.    The  board,  thus  consti- 
tuted, was  given  as  much  permanency  as  could  be 
imparted  to  it,   without  endangering  the  proper 
share  of  responsibility  which  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.    In  order  to  insure  all  the  advan- 
ta^  of  a  well-matured  experience,  the^ommis- 
sioners  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  respeaive 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years;  thereby  secu- 
mg,  at  aJl  times,  in  the  management  oi  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  services  of  two  men  of  experience; 
and  to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  it  was  provided 
that  their  removal  should  only  take  place  for  ac- 
tual incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and'to  be 
followed  by  the  President  with  an  exposition  of 
thecause(>  of  such  removal,  should  it  eccur.    It 
was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each 
of  the  States,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limits 
ations  of  the  power  of  removal,  Which,^ith  the  cen- 
tral board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse 
the  public  moneys;  and  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound 
paper  medium  of  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should 
retain  of  the  revenues  ot  the  Government  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  $5,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  apart  as  re- 
quired by  its  operations,  and  to  pay  the  public 
creditor,  at  his  own  option,  either  in  specie,  or  treas- 
ury notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  five,  nor 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  which  notes  should 
be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue,  and  to 
be  receivable  at  all  times  and  everywhere  in  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues;  with  a  restraint  upon 
such  issue  of  bills,  that  the  same  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximum  of  $15,000,000.     In  order  to 
guard  against  all  the  hazards  incident  to  fluctua- 
tions in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested   with   authoritv   to  issue    $5,000,000  of 
Government  stock,  should  the  same  at  any  lime  be 
regarded  as  necessary,  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which 
might  be  thrown  into  circulation:   thus,  in  fact, 
making  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  of  exchequer  bills 
rest  substantially  on  $10,000,000;  and  keeping  in 
circulation  never  more  than  one  and  one-half  dol- 
lar for  every  dollar  in  specie.    When  to  this  it  is 
added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everjrwhere  re- 
ceivable in  Government  dues,  but  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ultimate 
redemption,  no  rattonal  doubt  can  exist  that  the 
paper  w^ich  the  ijjtchequer  would  fdrnish  would 
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jeadily  enler  into  general  circulation,  and  be  main- 
tained at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and 
silver;  thereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  the 
age,  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  people.  In 
order  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses 
of  the  plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  Ex- 
chequer with  the  limited  authority  to  deal  in  bills 
of  exchange,  (unless  prohibited  bv  the  Stat«  in 
-which  an  agenty  might  be  situated,)  having  only 
thirVjT  days  to  run,  and  resting  on  a  fair  and  bona 
^  basis.  The  legislative  will  on  this  point  might 
be  so  plainly  announced,  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for 
partiality  or  favoritism.  It  was  (lirthermore  pro- 
posed to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority  to 
receive  on  deposite,  to  a  limited  amount,  the  specie 
funds  of  individaals,  and  to  grant  certificates  there- 
for, to  be  redeemed  on  preeentation,  under  the  idea 
(which  is  believed  to  be  well  founded)  that  such 
certificates  would  come  in  aid  of  the  exchequer 
bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper  drcula^ 
tioo.  Or,  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings 
in  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should  be  anthorieed 
not  onlv  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual  depoeiles  of 
specie,  but  fbr  specie  or  its  equivalent6  to  sell  draf\s, 
«:}iarging  therefor  a  smalfbut  reasonable  premium. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  benefits  of  the  law  would 
be  speedily  manifested  in  the  revival  of  the  credit, 
trade,  and  business  of  ^e  whole  country.  Enter- 
taining this  opinion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  urge 
its  adoption  upon  Opngress,  by  reference  to  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  interests,  with 
such  alterations  in  its  details  as  Congress  may  in 
its  wisdom  see  fit  totnake. 

I  am  Well  aware  that  this  proposed  alteration  and 
amendment  of  the  laws  establishing  the  Treasury 
Department  has  encountered  various  objection.^, 
and  that,  among  others^  it  has  been  proclaimed  a 
Government  bank  of  fearAil  and  dangerous  im- 
port. It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  it  no  extraor- 
dinary powers.  It  purports  to  do  no  nnore  than  pay 
the  debts  of  the  Government  with  the  redeemable 
paper  of  the  Government;  in  which  respect,  it  ac- 
complishes precisely  what  the  Treasury  does  daily 
at  this  time — in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the 
treasury  notes,  which,  under  law,  it  is  authorized  to 
issue.  Ii  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinary  trank, 
as  it  furnishes  no  profits  to  private  stockholders, 
and  lends  no  capital  to  individuals.  If  it  be  ob- 
jected to  as  a  Government  bank,  and  the  objection 
be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation 
tothe  Tr^^snry  be  repealed,  and  the  capacity  •f 
the  Government  lo  collect  wnat  is  due  to  it,  or  pay 
what  it  owes,  be  abro^ted. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  tlie  proposed  Ex- 
chequer, and  surely,  if,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
purpose  so  essential,  it  affords  a  sound  circulating 
medium  to  the  country  and  facilities  to  trade,  it 
should  be  regarded  as  no  sliglit  recommendation 
of  it  lo  public  consideration.  Properly  guarded  by 
the  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous 
evil- nor  can  any  abuse  arise  under  it.  but  such  as 
the  Legislature  iiself  will  be  answerable  for,  if  it  be 
tolerated;  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law,  and 
is  susceptible  at  all  times  of  modification,  amend- 
ment, or  repeal,  at  the  pleasure  of  Compress.  I 
know  that  it  has  been  objected  that  the  system 
would  be  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Legislature 
— by  whom  alone  it  cou'd  be  abused — in  the  par- 
ty conflicts  of  the  day;  that  such  abuse  would 
manifest  itself  in  a  chanj^e  of  the  law,  which 
would  authorize  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  for 
the  purpose  of  inflating  prices  and  winning  pop- 
ular favor.  To  that  it  may  be  answered, 
that  the  ascription  of  such  a  motive  to  Congress  is 
altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible.  Tne  the- 
ory of  our  institutions  would  lead  us  to  a  different 
conclusion.  But  a  perfect  .security  against  a  pro* 
ceeding  so  reckless,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
very  nature  of  things.  The  political  party  which 
should  be  so  blind  to  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  resort  to  such  an  expedient,  would  inevita- 
bly meet  with  a  final  overthrow,  in  the  fact  that, 
ihe  moment  the  paper  ceased  to  be  convertible  into 
specie,  or  otherwise  promptly  redeemed,  it  wouM 
become  worthless,  and  would,  in  the  end,  dishonor 
the  Government,  involve  the  people  in  ruin,  and 
such  political  party  in  hopeless  disgrace.  At  the 
same  time,  8uch  a  view  involves  the  utter  impossi- 
biliiy  of  furnishing  any  currency  other  than  that  of 
ihe  precious  metals;  for,  if  the  GK>vernment  itself 
cannot  forego  the  temptation  of  excessive  paper  is- 
sues, what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations, 
upon  whom  the  temptations  of  individual  ag- 
grandizement would  most  strongly  operate?  The 
people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themselves 


for  any  injuiy  that  might  arise  from  a  course  so 
reckless,  since  their  agents  would  be  the  wrongdo- 
ers ,  and  they  the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currencjr*. 
1st.  Gold  and  .silver,  2d.  The  paper  of  State  insti- 
tutions; or,  3d.  A  representative  of  the  precious 
metals,  provided  by  the  General  Government,  or 
under  its  authority.    The  sub-treasury  system  re- 
jected the  last,  in  any  form;  and,  as  it  was  believed 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  lo- 
cal institutions,  for  the  purposes  of  general  circu- 
lation, it  necessarily  and  unavoidably  adopted  spe- 
cie as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  own  use.    And 
this  must  ever  be  the  case,  unless  one  of  the  other 
kinds  be  used.    The  choice,  in  the  present  state  of 
public  sentiment,  lies  between  an  exclusive  specie 
currency  on  the  one  hand,  and  Government  issues 
of  pome  kind  on  the  other.    That  these  issues  can- 
not be  made  by  a  chartered  Institution,  is  supposed 
to  be  conclusively  settled.    They  must  be  made, 
then,  directly  by  Government  agents.    For  several 
years  past,  they  have  been  thus  made  in  the  form  of 
treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable  pur- 
p)se.    Their  usefulness  has  been  limited  b^  tneir 
neing  transient  and  temporary;  their  ceasing  to 
bear  interest  at  given  periods,  necessarily  causes 
their  speedy  return,  and  thus  restricts  their  range 
of  circulation;  and  being  used  only  in  the  disbuDie- 
ments  of  Grovernment,  they  cannot  reach  those 
points  where  they  are  most  required.    By  render- 
ing their  Use  permanent.  tt>  the  moderate  extent 
already  mentioned;  by  offering  no  inducement  for 
their  return,  and  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  general  currency  so  much  needed  to  main- 
tain the  internal  trade  of  the  country.    And  this  is 
the  Exchequer  plan,  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in 
furnishing  a  currency. 

I  cannot  forego  the  occasion  to  urge  its  impor- 
tance to  the  credit  of  the  Ck>vemment  in  a  financial 
point  of  view.    The  great  necessity  of  resorting  to 
every  proper  and  becoming  expedient,  in  order  lo 
place  the  treasury  on  a  footiiig  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, IS  entirely  obvious.     The  credit  of  the 
Government  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of 
the  Grovemment  itself— a  principle  of  vitality,  with- 
out which   all   its  movements  are  languid,  and 
all   its   operations  embarrassed.     In   this  spirit 
the  Executive  felt  itself  bound,  by  the  most  im- 
perative sense  of  duty,  to  submit  to  Congress,  at 
Its  last  session,  the  propriety  of  making  a  specific 
pledge  of  the  land  tuna,  as  the  basis  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  loans  authorized  to  be  contracted.    I 
then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  the  public 
domain  would,  without  doubt,  have  placed  at  the 
command  of  the  Government  ample  funds  to  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ments nnder^which  it  labored.  American  credit  had 
suffered  a  considerable  shock  in  Europe,  from  the 
large  indebteilness  of  the  States,  and  the  temporary 
inability  of  some  pf  them  to  meet  the  interest  on 
their  debts.  The  utter  and  disastrous  prostration  of 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  contrib- 
uted largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  of  distrust, 
by  reason  of  the  loss  and  ruin  sustained  by  the 
holders  of  its  stock— a  large  portion  of  whom  were 
foreigners,  and  many   of  whom  were  alike  ig- 
norant of  our  political  organization,  and  of  our 
actual  responsibilities.     It  was  the  anxious  de- 
sire of  the  Executive  that,  in  the  effort  to  nego- 
tiate the  loan  abroad,   the  American   negotiator 
might  be   able   to  point  the  money-lender  to  the 
fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  prin- 
cipal  and   interest  of  any  loan   he  might  con- 
tract, and  thereby  vindicate  the  Government  from 
all  suspicion  of  bad  faith,  or  inability  to  meet  its 
engagements.    Congress  differed  from  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  view  of  the  subject     It  became,  never- 
tbeless,  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  resort  to  every 
expedient  in  its  po^yer  to  negotiate  the  authorized 
loan.    After  a  failure  to  do  so  in  the  American 
market,  a  citizen  of  high  character  and  talent  was 
sent  to  Europe — with  no  better  success;  and  thus 
the-  mortifying  spectacle  has  been  presented,  of  the 
inability  of  this  Government  to  obtain  a  loan  so 
small  as  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  than 
one-fourth  of  its  ordinary  annual  income;   at  a 
time  when  the  Governments  m  Europe,  although 
involved  in  debt,  and  with  their  subjects  heavily 
burdenW  with  taxation,  readily  obtain  loans  of  any 
amount  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate  of  interest.    It 
would  be  unprofitable  to  look  further  into  this 
anomalous  state  of  things;  but  I  cannot  conclude 
without  adding,  that,  for  a  Gtovernment  which  has 
paid  off  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the  largest 


maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owing  a  debt 
which  is  «ilmo&>t  next  to  nothing,  when  compared 
with  its  boundless  resources— a  Government  the 
strongest  in  the  world,  becau^  emanatiiig  from 
the  popular  will,  and  firmly  rooted  in  the  affections 
of  a  great  and  free  people— and  whose  fidelity  to  its 
engagements  has  never  been  questioned; — for  such  a 
Government  to  have  tendered  to  the  capitalists  of 
other  countries  an  opportunity  for  a  small  invest- 
ment of  its  stock,  and  yet  to  have  failed,  iooplies 
either  the  most  unfoimaed  distrust  in  its  good  faith, 
or  a  purpose,  to  obtain  which  the  course  pursued 
is  the  most  fatal  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious   to  all  men  that  the 
Government  must  look  to  its  own  means  for  supply- 
ing its  wants;  and  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  these 
means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object    The 
Exchequer,  if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in  bringing 
about  this  result.    Upon  what  I  regard  as  a  well- 
founded  supposition,  that  its  bills  would  be  readily 
sought  for  by  the  public  creditors,  and  that  the  issue 
would,  in  a  short  time,  reach  the  maximum  of 
$15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  $10,000,000  would 
thereby  be  added  to  the  available  means  of  the  treas- 
ury, without  cost  or  charge.    Nor  can  I  fail  to  urge 
the   great  and  beneficial  effects  which  would  be 

Produced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pursuits  of  life. 
ts  effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it 
would  lorce  into  liquidation  those  of  an  opposite 
character,  through  its  weekly  settlements,  would 
be  highly  beneficial;  and,  with  the  advantages  of  a 
sound  currency,  the  restoration  of  confidence  and 
credit  would  follow,  witha  numerous  train  of  bless- 
ings. My  convictions  are  most  strong  Cnat  these 
benefits  would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure; but,  if  the  result  should  be  adverse,  there  is 
this  security  in  connexion  with  it— that  the  law 
creating  it  may  be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Legislature,  without  the  slightest  implication  of  its 
good  faith. 

I  recomnaend  to  Congress  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  imposed 
on  QeneralJackson,  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  time 
of  the  atuck  and  defence  of  that  city,  and  paid 
by  him.  WiUiout  designing  any  reflection  on  the 
judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the  re- 
mission at  this  day  may  be  resarded  as  not  unjust 
or  inexpedient.  The  voice  of  the  civil  authority 
was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms,  and  obeyed 
by  those  ifrho  held  the  Rword— thereby  giving  addi- 
tional lustre  lo  a  memorable  military  achievement. 
If  the  laws  were  offended,  their  majesty  was  folly 
vindicated;  and,  although  the  penalty  incurred  and 
paid  is  worthy  of  little  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  it  would  be 
gratifying  to  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  retire- 
ment and  in  the  winter  of  bis  da3rs,  to  be  relieved 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  that  judgment 
placed  him.  There  are  cases  in  which  public  Ainc- 
tionaries  may  be  called  on  to  weiffh  the  public  in- 
terest against  their  own  personal  hazards;  and,  if 
the  civil  law  be  violated  from  praiseworthy  mo- 
tives, or  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and 
public  necessity,  ptmishment  may  well  be  re- 
strained within  that  limit  which  asserts  and  main- 
tains the  authority  of  the  law,  and  the  subjec- 
tion of  the  military  to  the  civil  power.  The  de« 
fence  of  New  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city  from 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  among  those  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  the  a^,  and  illustrated  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
of  our  history.  Now  that  th^  causes  of  excitement 
existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is 
believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and  what- 
ever of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  the 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it,  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  general  feding  and  wishes 
of  the  American  people.  ^ 

I  have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  acouitted  myself  of 
my  duty  under  the  Constitution,  by  laying  before 
you,  as  succinctly  as  I  have  been  abie,  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to 
measures  of  much  importance  to  the  cotmtry.  The 
Executive  will  most  zealotisly  unite  its  efforts  with 
Uiose  of  the  Legislative  Department  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  all  /that  is  required  to  reh'eve  the 
wants  of  a  common  constituency,  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country. 

JOHN  TYLER, 

Wabhinqton,  December,  1842. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  that  ],500  copies  ef  the  mes- 
sage and  accompanying  documents,  and  3  500 
copies  without  the  documents,  in  addition  to  the 
VBOil  quantity,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Semite, 
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nw  CHAIR  Mtid  it  wonld  be  ixreessaij,  uaAtt 
AtrakoT  Uta  Um  aeeaioB,  to  le'cr  ihe  mution  lo 
tkt  Conmiuee  on  Ptiniiif,  aulftti,  by  unamniODii 
BOWN',  \he  piinting  «u  ordercil. 

Nt-  EINQ  ihonght  it  «u  ddi  io  Inltnilnl  by 
At  rale;  bat,  sneb  belof  the  impiosioo  of  (be 
Oiir,  be  hoped  Ihe  onaniHOiuooDs^bi  ol  ibe  Bta- 
■w  for  ibe  piintiDg  WoDld  be  given,  ile  made  ihal 
notkiB;  ud   - 

Tba  qaeation  beiBg  pnl,  it  was  carried  in  ibe  af- 

nePR£9IDKNTrralM>.  laid  befon  ilie  S«a- 
ua  ■  wmiiitinicaticii  from  ihe  Tiea^-ur;  D^pan- 
■eal,  WTerJBg  Ibe  Treanirer'i  repoti  uf  bi*  ae- 
craBllfor  the  third  and  fourth  qnantiB  of  1B4I, 
aid  ibe  fim  and  Mc<md  qauien  of  the  jtu  1849; 
vbieb, 

Oa  notioD  of  Biz.  ETAN3,  waa  laid  on  ibe  lable 
aid  ordered  to  Im  printed.  Referied  to  IbeCom- 
■Jiue  OD  Printiiig. 

Oa  notion  of  Mr.  KVANS,  it  wt*  ordered  ihat 
Ibe  Ail;  bonr  of  neeliac  of  the  Senale  be  13 
oWoeh,  aniil  oihprvise  ordered. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

A  BWtnge  wu  reeeiTed  from  ihe  Hoese  of  Rep- 
^mntalives,  informiag  ihe  Senate  of  Ibe  deaib  of 
0De«f  its  members,  Mr.  J,  W.  Willumb,  late  a 
Repreeenlaiive  from  Ihe  Blale  of  Mirjlaad;  which 

Hr.  KER&  rote,  and  remarked  as  followf: 

I  riM,  with  feeliuf I  of  paioful  repel,  to  perform 
Ibe  dalf  of  propoaint  lo  ib«  Senaie  lome  Epedal 
aotiee  of  ihe  com m an i calico  from  ihe  Honae  of 
Keprcseniaii*e«  upon  ihe  recent  aed  indden  deaib 
of  ibeHoD.  JiNH  W.  WiLUAMS,  late  a  member 
of  that  bod;  frum  Ihe  Btau  whicb  I  bave  Iba  honor 
bere,  in  part,  to  represent. 

The  fim  news  of  this  dislreieing  erenl  reached 
me  on  n;  jonrne;  hiiber.  The  fact  waa  iben  loo 
eonfideBti;  related  to  admit  of  donbt  on  m;  part, 
aad  was  h>od  confirmed  in  all  its  particalarB. 

The  deceu^  was  traTFllIng,  on  Piida;  taai, 
from  bis  home,  to  tbe  discharge  of  his  high  duiiei 
in  ibii  Capiiol,  when  h*  wa»  siriclten  down  b;  the 
Tiritation  of  ProTidence->apop1exed.  In  a  state 
of  iasntnbilil;,  be  was  reeomcjed  labia owti  mao- 
lioB,  in  time  onl;  to  draw  bii  IbbI  brealb  in  the 
bewMi  of  hie  afflicted  (amil;. 

I  wilt  nut  detain  jon,  Mr.  Preiident,  b;  an;  le- 
dioBi  homil;  of  roipe  npon  ()iiE  striking  example 
ef  the  nncerlainl;  o(  ihe  Ufa  of  man,  and  of  the 
poor  asanraoee  *e  have  of  iis  conlinuanee,  froi^ 
da;  to  da;,  even  in  the  bi^heti  bealib,  amidsi 
Ibe  gavett  enJo;meiits  Ihat  life  can  snpp];,  and 
with  all  ihobonon  to  whicb  ambition  ma;  prompt 
ulo  aspire.  We  are  p  rood  I;  confcloni  rf  "this 
■tiHible  warm  motion"  of  onr  bein^,  bni  liiiln 
think  bow  soon  it  ma;  ''become  a  kneaded  ctodi" 
We  lire  on,  beedleu  of  the  eontinnal  recarrence 
cf  fatal  incidents  like  this,  and  lake  no  warning 
ftcm  Ibem  We  eeern,  indeed,  to  live  lo  be  ever 
vetifjinc  ibe  wtllknowDapboTiem — which  ii  daily 
repaalfd— that  "MtntUnkfUmmmimltliia  kin- 

Let  as,  Mr.  PreriJeBt,  take  to  heart  Ibis  fatal 
blow  on  one  who,  like  ns,  peibaps,  was  indnhting 
Ibe  hnpe  of  prolonged  life  and  happiness;  and,  in 
doigg  Ibe  format  honor  lo  his  virloes  and  bis  mem- 
ni;  which  eoalom  here  demands  of  ns,  let  us  ap- 
pl;  to  onreelvrs  Ibe  sad  story  of  bis  nntimel;  death, 
in  solemn  reflection,  and  keep  li  in  mind,  as  a  to- 
hn  and  a  proof  thai  we — a;,  tbe  wiseti  and  the 
bat  of  ni — mntl  ere  long  follow  him  to  "tbal 
boame  tioia  whence  no  traveller  leintDS  I" 

It  becomes  me,  as  a  friend  of  tbe  deceased,  to 
fa;  a  few  word*  in  justice  to  the  character  of  so 
wonh;  aad  so  excellent  a  ciiizen. 

Mr.  WiLLiiHS  was  a  na'iTe  ion  of  H«r;tand, 
bat  born  in  a  section  of  it  distant  from  Ihal  in 
which  be  last  and  long  resided.  He  waa  edacat^d 
with  nnnsnal  cate,  and  greai  pains  were  taktn  to 
■ake  him  a  scholar — and  a  good  one;  and  be  re- 
wanled.bjan  aindnonsimproTemeniofbisadTai)- 
ligte,  ibc  kindness  of  an  aniiona  parenl,  who  be. 
Mowed  on  him  the  noble  boon  of  a  wclt-r^ntated 
edaeaiioo. 

TboBgh  intended  for  ibe  profession  of  the  law, 
be  married  earl;,  and  became  an  active  and  dla- 
nngoithed  merabani  in  oar  coBDenial  empoilam, 


■  pf  lUprMtniniTw  on  tb«  aud- 


(ihe  monnmental  cii;,)  bai  nliimaiel;  retired,  as 
mo«i  men  seen  incliB'd  to  do,  lo  the  pnrsait  of 
agrienliure.  Yet,  wiih  ihe  advaniages  of  earl; 
Eindj  and  a  cultiratrd  mind,  this  gentleman  wa« 
enabled  lo  fnlfil  wuh  high  credit  lbs  dalies  of  a 
RqiresentattTe  in  the  Legislataie  of  his  native 
State,  and,  for  his  snperior  inielligenc*  and  usefal* 
DMS,  was  for  come  timedislingaished  b;  the  honor 
of  prri-iding  over  the  deliberations  of  iu  popnlar 

In  the  discharge  of  all  pablic  duties,  he  wasable, 
atradj,  and  diligeDli  and  it  Is  proof  of  his  eleva- 
tion io  the  general  eonlldrnoe  and  respect,  that  he 
waa  raised  b;  ihe  voice  of  an  inielli^nl  coumn- 
nit;  aronnd  htm  to  ihal  high  and  honorable  s'slioa, 
the  dniies  of  wbich  be  waa  hastening  to  dltdiBTge, 
aird  in  which  he  died. 

I  do  not  choose,  Mr.  Ftesldent,  lo  advert  lo  Ibe 
particular  religions  pertnasion  to  which  ibis  gen- 
tleman belonged;  bni  hs  performed  his  moral  dn- 
liei,  and  bis  social  and  domestic  obligations,  with 
fidelii;,  wiih  kindness,  and  with  uniform  conrles;; 
and  all  who  knew  him  will  ever  bcai  testimou;  to 
ibkl  amiable  demeanor  for  wb'ch  he  was  remarka- 
ble in  all  bis  private  inteiconr>e. 

If  ihe  deeeawd  had  sa;  peculiar  faults  or  foibles, 
I  knew  Ibem  not;  and  I  tinsl  tht;  were  onl;  snch 
as  frail  humaait;  la  heir  to.  It  were  bootlre  nns 
to  weifb  them  in  tbe  rigid acale  of  juhtiee.  Lei  ns 
not  too  scrupulonsl;  wan  ibat  acconni  of  him, 
which  we,  onrselvcd,  could  not  Tender  tut  bi  sMnf 

"No  farther  mk  hti  mslia  m  dlsloH, 

Ordi»  hb  fnultiearmm  llulc  drsid  ibode— 
Hiere  Ihaf,  aJIke,  In  inoiblinE  hrtpn  npoav — 
TIM  txMODi  or  hli  fubaruHl  lik  aodi" 
I  will  ofFsr  for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate,  and 
a*B  memorial  fbr  onr  record,  tberesolntioiuwbieb 
I  send  lo  Ibe  chair: 

Rtntrti,  Tbal  iJh 
hj  th4  procMlnn  »f 

boit/rreaiibafluiaarMicTlud.iiMlilncetlxa/npuhlaaIn  ika 
Tunulnclit«nlLoihi(  mourDfiil  Dccarfan. 

Sevattd.  Tbu,  in  iMlrawjaf  ilialr  high  ravpedfnr  iha 
chanciar  oribe  ilauusd,  iJunuDiberaofihsBaniia  oillwatr 
tht  uultHdgaormoBmiiicrocttio  spies  of  IhliivdiTK;  aikd  « 
af  anhar  iHUow^al  s(r«p«i  for  tha  iMinoiT  of  A*  dWHaei^ 
iliu  ihs  Bansu  fimliwhh  adJoBn. 

Tbe  Senate,  aceordingl;,  adjourned. 

Hr.  Berrien  of  Georgia,  Hr.  Miller  of  New 
Jerse;,  and  Hr.  Barrow  of  Louisisna,  appealed 
in  iheir  seats  to-da;,  ia  addiiion  lo  those  alrtad; 
aODOunced.  -< 

HODSB  OP  RBPRESBNTATIVBS. 

WlDNBSiitT,  D.cenber  7,  1843. 

Ttie  rainuies  of  yeaterda;  wot  read  ud  a|^ 

^""    '      THE  ONB-HODR  ROLE. 

Hr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rose  for  ibe  purpose  of 
giving  notice  that  to-morrow  he  shontd  move  Ibat 
Ihe  one-hour  rule  be  rcMlnded. 

[Some  gentleman  was  beard  lo  sa;  Ihal  the  one- 
hour  rule  was  not  in  force.] 

Mr.  J.  resumed,  snd  said  he  had  been  told  that 
the  one-hoar  rule  vaa  not  now  in  operation,  as  it 
had  been  adopted  for  Ibe  concluding  portion  of  the 
lasi  aesiion  only.  If,  therefore,  that  waic  so,  bis 
notice  would  be  unareeAar;. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  ihat  ibe  one-boor  rule 
bad  been  incarporatrd  with  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON'S  notice  was  iben  re- 
ceived and  entered. 

ABOUTION. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  attention  of  ihe  Bouse 
to  the  nuaition  in  which  a  motion  made  by  him  lo 
reuiad  ibe  Slsl  rnle  was  tfft  yseierday;  tbe  House 
baring  nrgaiived  the  qoesiion,  ''SbaJ]  ihe  main 
qamion  be  now  pnil"  after  iba  pievioos  (jnettioB 
hid  been  Feccadrd.  He  then  expressed  his  desire 
that  iba  question  Bhonld  now  be  lahn,  and  wiihont 
debate;  fur  it  had  been  ver;  fully  discussed  hereto- 
fore, and  was  well  known  lo,  and  nndcrstood  by, 
ever;  member  of  the  House. 

Tne  SPEAKER  said  ihe  qttettion  wonld  cone 
up  B<  business  in  order;  and,  as  Ibe  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  seconded,  debate  was  necetrarit;  cut 
off. 

Some  GonversBlicn  in  reUiiftu  ta  tbe  opetalioD 


of  Ihe  prevloua  quesiioa  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
ADAMS,  Mr.  PICKENS,  Mr.  EVERETT,  snd 
the  SPEAKER  lock  part. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  faid,  as  the  genile- 
mco  on  itao  other  tide  were  avowedly  very  anxious 
lo  pievenl  debate,  he  hoped  they  would  vote  wiilt 
him  10  la;  Ibe  whole  subject  on  ihe  table.  H« 
then  made  ihai  motion;  on  wbicfaihe  ;(as  and  naya 
were  demanded,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  filDLAGK  moved  that  he  be  exenscd  front 
TOllag  on  ihis  nbjeut. 

Hr.  B.  laid  he  had  ms^e  this  motion  as  lb« 
onl;  way  in  wbich  he  could  gel  an  opportunliy 
of  "  defining  his  po.>iiion."  He  had  no  doubt  Ibe 
previous  queslion  wonld  be  called  and  EUslalned; 
and  he  wished  lo  lake  this  cceasioi),  before  the 
vote  was  taken  on  ihe  motion  now  pending,  lo 
remind  Sonihem  gentlemen,  and  rspecialt;  soma 
of  the  membeiB  from  Kentucky  and  Tiriinia, 
thai  be  had  been  very  mnch  Euipiised  at  their  vol* 
on  Ihis  qnestion  yeeterda;,  as  welt  as  herelofora. 

Mr.  B.  bad  bten  lold,  when  ihis  question  waa 
first  submitied  tobim  to  vole  npon  at  a  previona 
seEsion,  that  it  was  a  qnesiion  of  "life  and  death" 
with  Ihe  Elautb,  npon  wbich"ihe;  were,  all  united." 
Supposing  ibis  lo  be  ihe  rase.-Mr.  B.  bad  gona 
with  ihem  upon  an  absirsci  proposiiioo,  npon  Ibe 
meriiB  of  which  there  was  an  honest  diSetenee  of 
opinion  among  good  men,  who  were  his  imme- 
diate coD>liioenis,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  at  iha 
Noitb.  Now,  wha<  he  wished  was  lo  appsal  lo 
Sunlbem  men  lo  know  wheiber  the;  considered  it 
msgnanimouE  lo  orgs  Naribera  members  to  a  par- 
ticular COD  ice  on  this  q  aesiion,  when  Bon  them 
members  tbrmselvea  would  not  unite  upon  iU 

ne  SPEAKER  reminded  Hr.  B.  that  ihe  mi>- 
lion  was  a  very  narrow  one. 

Ur.  BIDLACK  observed  he  was  aware  ha 
eoold  not  go  into  ihe  merits  of  ihe  qnesiion,  and 
he  would  coniint  himEclf  will)  rB)ingihat  he  waa 
deiennined  lo  remain  ciinsiElcni,  and  vote  as  ha 
had  done  heretofore,  notwithstanding  ibe  circnm- 
stances  to  which  be  bad  reference.  He  bad  ob- 
lained  bis  object  b;  releiring  to  ibe  preuljw'  posi- 
tion of  Ibe  panics  to  the  qnesiion,  and  woald  wiihi 

The  question  waa  then  takf  n  on  the  motion  of 
tbs  genilensn  from  Manland  [Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son] to  la;  the  nhole  pubjeet  on  tbe  table;  snd  it 
was  negatived— ;eaB  90,  nays  91,as  followa: 

VBAK-lfeanK  Arrlnltcn,  Alheiton.  Birlnn,  Baeann,  Bid. 
luk,  Bo*u  Hold.  Cluibn  Brosn,  Bncli*,  Willum  Builtr, 
Willtam  O.  Bullae,  P«rltk  C,  dMwrtl.  Ttiom*.  J.  Cimnbell, 

^  _  ...,-._.  ..., u_.^  ^   Conptr.Cm^ 

0,  John  C.  BdwatdiL 
I  lonr,  Ollmcr,  Ona. 

I  ,  IIipkiDi,    HnBCk, 


I  Iter.  TaltefCrm,  Jolm 

,  Toptoii,  Tumav, 
.  Wuwnun,  .Walln. 

nk  J.  Andrawii,  Ar- 

f,  BiMMHi,  Jannilali 

n   Edarai^  Eflwn, 

„  a.  FioidTATU-- 

I  1.  Rnrdon,  anniir, 

r  • ■ — 

McC?»llaD|'l(eKmi>w,"'BcSon7  -  - 
Hauocha,  Huvall,  MerTla,  Morroaf,  vMj.iii.v,  i-aiiiiQiitc, 
Fstil^  Pandlatnn,  iUffla»,  nanjinihi  Randall,  (tudolph, 
IHdg«T,  Rodnar,  lt«*™ii,  William  KuaHll,  Juna.  M. 
BuHall,  Sllioulatt,  Sanfonl,  BlmDnlnn,  BlBdo,  Ttuman  Smith, 
Buntv,  Siolidy,  Birallon,  Atcx.  FT.  It.  StHTt,  Toland,  Tom- 
IlnWB,  TrombulL  tliulaiirooii  Van  ttEnaa*)**',  J«aph  L. 
Whlta,Tlw>niaiW.  Wllli>nii,Winltaron,  Varkr,aDdAutii«(li 
Young-91. 

The  SPBIKER  atmonnerd  ihnt  the  queslion 
recurred,  Bball  Ibe  main  que^iinn  be  puiT  On 
which  Mr.  Adik?  bad  demanded  ibe  yeas  and 
nav";  and  the;  were  orderf  d. 

The  ye BB  aod  nays  were  aeeordinely  taken,  and 
resnlled  as  follow):  Vtai  91,  na)s93.  The  qnes< 
lion,  therefore,  he ing  again  negatived,  toent  over 
for  the  day.    The  yeas  and  nsrs  weie  aa  follows: 

([Igi,  B«licwfc,  Bakir,  Bernard. 'fiiriliaj.,  

Btrd»n,  Bulla.  Brtgta,  BrnrtwaT.  BmoKin,  Jerem 
B'jrnelL  Oslhoun,  Ctmj,  i;iilldh  ChiitaDdtn,  Jabi 
■  ■krN.  Clarkl,  Jim»  CM|Ar,  Coven,  Cnpa 


'^u'rSn^aJi; 
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pftTli^  Richard  D.  Davis,  John  Edwarda,  Everett,  Ferris^ 
Feawnden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foeter,  J.  R.  Qiddinga, 
Patrick  G.  €k)ode,  Granger,  Hall,  Halated,  Henry,  Hudson, 
Jbeeph  R.  Ingenoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  Linn,  MeKennan, 
Samson  Maaon^  Maihiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Mi^hell,  Blor- 
can,  UorriflL  Morrow,  Oebome,  Owsley,  Parmenter,Pa(iidge, 
Pandtetol),  Ramsey,  Alexander  Randall,  Benjamin  Randall, 
Randolph.  Rayner,  Rtdgway,  Rodney,  Wm.  Russell,  James 
M.  Rnssdl,  SHltODSUlI,  Sanlbrd,  Simotiton,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Btanlv,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Bummers,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Richard  W,  Thompson,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W. 
wniiaras,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wlnthrop,  Yorke,  and  Aagua- 
tus  Young— 91. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Atrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeeon,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Wm. 
Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  T.  J.  Campbell, 
Chapman,  aUfbrd.  Clinton,  Marl  A.  Cooper,  Croaa,  Daniel, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Bastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.  Flovd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gerry,  GUmer, 
^gin,  Gordon,  GusUne,  Harris,  HasUngs,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard.  Hunter,  Charles  J.  IngeraoD,  Wil- 
liam  W.  Irvin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Uttlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClel- 


Un,  Robert  McClellan.  McKay.  McKeon,  Malkiry,  Marchand, 
AllredMarshaU,  Matthews,  Nedlll,  Miller,  Newhard,  Payne, 
Peareej^Piekans,  Plnmer,  Powell,  Read,  Rcdine.  Rencher, 


Rh«*t,  Ricgs,  Rogers,  Roo9evol^  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Wm  Smith, 
Snyder,  Sprlcg,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Sweney, 
Taliaferro,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren, 
Watterson,  Well«-,  Wesibrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 93. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  a  qnestion  of  order. 
If  the  question  which  had  jast  been  disposed  of 
should  be  negatived  to-morrow  and  subsequent 
days,  as  it  bad  been  both  this  and  the  preceding 
day,  he  wished  to  inquire  whether  it  was  to  lie 
over  from  day  today,  to  the  end  of  ihe  sessioa. 
(Cries  of  «»The  question  is  not  debatable.")  He 
said  he  did  Hot  desire  to  debate  it;  he  merely  wished 
to  know  where  they  were. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  and  others  objeetod  to  de- 
bate on  the-subject. 

The  SPEAKER  also  stated  that  the  House  hav- 
ing disposed  of  the  stibject  for  thisd^,  thegentfo- 
man  from  Kentm^ky  was  not  in  ovder. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Well,  then,  I  will  bring 
it  before  the  House  to-mortow. 

The  subject  was  then  lakl  over. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  CONGRESS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  A. 
DiCKiMs,  Esq  ,  its  Secretary,  informing  the  House 
thai  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  assembled,  and 
that  that  body  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Subsequently  another  message  was  received  fren 
the  Senate,  by  its  Sinsretary,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  h^d  appointed  a  committee  on  its 
part  to  wait  ba  the  President,  with  the  comtbittee 
appointed  on  behalf  of  the  House,  to  infprm  bim 
that  tV;e  x^Q  Houses  of  Congress  were  ready  to 
ttbeive  from  him  any  ccmmunicalion  he  might 
have  to  nutke.  [The  names  of  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate  #ill  be  found  in  oar  denate 
report.] 

THE  PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  reappointment  of  the  se- 
lect committee  of  the  last  session  on  the  public 
printing,  which,  during  (he  last  session,  had  made 
great  progress  with,  and  nearly  completed  its  la* 
bors. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICES  AND  MOTIONS. 

Mr.  BRIGQ3  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  the 
amendment  of  the  19lh  joint  rule  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congrexs,  so  as  to  substiture  the  word 
"intoxicating"  for  Ihe  word  "8|>irimous."  Th? 
tqU  now  slapds  thus:  *'No  spiritwui  liquors  ?h»ll 
be  offered  for  sale,  or  exhibited,  within  the  Capitol, 
or  on  the  pnblic  f^rounds  adjacf  nl  thereto.'' 

Mr.  BARNARD  gave  r^otice  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
convertible  exchequer  bills,  and  further  to  amend 
the  laws  relatinf^  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  MATHiOT  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  grnnt 
pensions  ro  certain  widows  of  officers  and  solJif rs 
of  the  R<>volotion. 

Mr.  BURNELL  gave  notice  cf  a  bill  to  provi  'e 
for  the  enlistment  of  boys  Tor  the  naval  service, 
and  to  extend  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  gave  notice  of  a  bi  1 
to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  <  f 
Ihe  Cumberland  road  through  the  States  of  Oh  o, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  gave  notice  of  a  bill  mak- 
-  ing  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  seven 
marine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters. 

Mr.  HARRIS  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  repeal  so 


much  of  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  the 
law  imposing  duties  on  imports  and  for  other 
purposes.'*  as  imposes  a  tax  upon  salt. 

Mr.  STEENROD  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cum^ 
berland  road  west  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  and  the 
oonstraction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  gave  notica  of  a  bill 
authorizing  drajvbacks  on  goods  exported  by  land 
to  Santa  Fe. 

Also,  of  a  bill  .declaring  what  is  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  State  o(  Missouri. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McKBON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  some  snbscqaent  day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  organize  the  warehousing  system. 
HUDSON  RIVER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  some  robsequent  day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river. 

STATE  DEBTS. 
■  Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  that  5,000 
copies  of  the  document  of  the  last  session,  in  re- 
laiion  to  the  debts  of  the  States,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House:  rejected^ayes  57,  noes  88. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inCorm  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
make,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them;  and  had  been  answered  by 
the  President  that  he  would  forthwith  make  a  com- 
munication in  writing  to  each  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  annual  message  of  the  President  was  then 
presented  by  Mr.  Robbrt  Ttl^r,  his  secretary, 
and  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

[This  document  will  be  found  in  its  proper 
place,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  ] 

After  the  message  had  been  read — 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  message  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  that  10,000  copies  with  the^loc- 
uments  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr^  HOPKINS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  order 
the  printing  of  5,000  copies  with  the  documents, 
and  10,000  without. 

Mr.  CUSHING  declined  doing  so,  saying  that 
this  point  was  fully  discussed  at  the  last  session, 
and  the  House  then  settled  down  with  the  under- 
standing that  10,000  copies  wifh  the  documents 
was  the  number  necessary  for  circulation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cusniifa's 
motion,  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIG€^, 

The  House  adjourned. 

In  addition  to  the  members  recorded  to  have 
been  present  on  Mondav*  the  following  appeared 
'  on  Tuesday:  Messrs.  V.  Birdseye,  Walter  Coles, 
William  L.  Gogs^in,  George  S.  Houston,  James 
A.  Prarce,  G.  B.  Rodney,  John  W^tbrook,  and 
David  Levy,  detejclt. 

And,  onWeJmaday,  the  following  appeared: 
Messrs.  Cave  Jobnsoif,  William  W.  Pa>  ne,  and 
Edward  Cross. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Decbmbbr  8,  1842. 

Mr.  PORTER  of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  GB  AHAM 
of  North  Carolii)?,  in  addition  to  ihrse  already 
announced,  appe?red  in  their  ^eais  to-day. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fern,  laid  be  fore  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
transmitted  in  cr-mpliance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March,  1819,  covering  an  abstract  of  the  ex- 
penditures out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  that  de- 
pattment,  from  the  Ist  Octoljeri  1841,  to  the  30  h 
Stpiember,  1842,  inclusive;  uhich, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHl^R,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  submitted  a  resolution, 
(which  was,  by  ui^animous  consent,  arreed  to,)  so 
far  sospending  the  34'h  rnle  as  to  authorize  the 
presiding  ofBcer  to  appoint  the  standing  committees 
for  the  present  sc.v< ion. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  | 


Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  that 
body  had  passed  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  two  chaplains  for  the  present  session,  of  differ^ 
ent  denominations— -one  for  each  House — who  are 
to  interchange  services  weekly;  and  al.*o  passed  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee (consisting  of  three  from  each  House)  to  super- 
in^end  the  disbursement  of  the  fund  for  the  increase 
of  the  library  of  Congress;  and  asking  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  in  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  resolutions 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  Chair  was  authorised 
to/ippoint  the  committee  c*n  the  part  of  Ihe  Senate 
to.  superintend  the  disbursement  of  the  library  fund. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATES,  the  Senate,  by 
unanimous  conVnt,  resolved  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  the  election  of  a  chaplain. 

Mr.  BAYARD  suggef^ted  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  pass  a  resolution  simply  appointing  the 
chaplain  of  the  last  session. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  rule  required  that  the 
Senate  should  ballot;  and  the  resolution  was  there- 
fore inadmissible. 

CHAPLAIN. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot;  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  only  35  ballots  (not *a  quo- 
rum) had  been  received — of  which 

Mr.  Tuston  received      .        .        .  '  S4,  and 

Mr.  Bulfinch 1. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  KINO,  the  Senate  was 
counted;  when  it  was  ascertained  that  a  quorum 
were  present. 

The  Senate  proceeded  a  second  time  to  ballo^ 
when  38  votes  were  received — of  which 

Mr.  Tuston  received       .        .        .96, 

Mr.  Bolfinch 1,  and 

Blank 1. 

Mr.  Tuston  was  therefore  declared  lo  be  duly 
elected. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  leave,  and  agreeably  to  no- 
tice given,  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bank* 
rupt  act;  which  was  read,  as  follows:  .  ' 

Whereas  the  bankrupt  act  of  1841  is  jucoasti- 
tutional  and  immoral,  and  violates  the  rights  of 
the  States  and  of  individuals,  and  is  invalid  and 
void,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain  oa 
the  statute-book;  therefore, 

Be  it  enacUd  by'tht  Senate  and  Houu  of  Rqtre- 
ientativet  of  ihe  United  Statee  ofJSlnuriea  m  Omgren 
taumhled^  That  the  act  passed  on  the  19  h  of 
August,  1841,  entitled  <<«dit  act  to  utobHth  m  uni- 
form  tytlem  if  donlcmpfcy  iJkroiigAoul  tk%  UnUed 
StaUt,^^  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed,  ex- 
cept for  the  iri^  of  cases  now  depending  under 
said  ac^;  which  cases  may  be  prosecuted  to  ter- 
mination under  the  following  limitations  aad  con- 
ditions, to  wit: 

First.  That  no  discharge  from  his  debts  shall 
be  granted  lo  any  bankrupt,  except  with  the  conr 
sent  of  two-thirds  jof  his  creditors,  and  upon  the 
judicial  certificate  of  his^  integrity,  as  provided  for 
in  the  36ih  section  of  the  bankrupt  act  of  April  4, 
180p,  which  is  as  follows: 

"Ttiat  no  person  becoming  a  banlcrupt,  according  to  the  In- 
.  tent  and  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  eniiiled  to  a  certificata 
of  discharge,  or  to  any  of  the  benefits  of  the  act,  unlentbe  com- 
nniMioners  ahalt  certify,  under  their  handa,  to  the  judge  of  tha 
diatrici  within  which  auch  commieeion  ieeuea,  that  atich  buik< 
lupt  haih  made  a  full  discovery  of  hls'cr  her  eptate  and  etPdcn, 
and  in  all  things  conformed  him  or  herteif  to  the  dnrectione  of 
thifl  act;  and  ttiat  tliore  doth  not  appear  to  them  anyreaaon  to 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  auch  diacovery,  ur  that  the  aame  waa  ooc 
a  fqll  didcovet^  of  the  f>aid  bankrupt's  estate  and  effecie;  or 
unleas  the  raid  judge  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  certifi* 
cate  was  mireasonahly  detiied  by  the  commiasionere;  and  unle« 
two-thirds,  in  number  and  in  valne,  of  tha  creditor!  of  the  tunic- 
rupt,  who  shall  be  creditors  for  not  leas  than  fifty  dollars,  ra* 
spectively,  and  who  shall  have  duly  proved  their  debta,  under 
the  said  roromiaaion,  shall  sign  such  certificate  to  ilie  judm 
and  testify  their  consent  to  (ho  allowance  of  a  certificate  of  dk- 
charge,  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  which  signing  aud  consent 
shall  be  also  certified  by  the  comroisalonera:  but  the  aaid  com- 
missioners ahall  not  certify  the  aame  till  they  have  prooii  by 
affidavit  or  inforination,  in  writing,  of  such  creditors,  or  of  tM 
persons  respectively  authorized  for  that  ptirpoee,  signing  th& 
aaid  certificate;  which  affidavit  or  afRrmation,  together  wita  the 
letter  or  power  of  attorney  to  aign,  shall  be  laid  befcre  t)ia 
judge  of  the  diatrict  within  which  sucli  commission  issues,  ia 
order  for  the  allowing  (he  certificate  of  discharge;  and  the  said 
certificate  shall  not  be  allowed,  unlen  (be  bankrupt  make  oath 
or  affirmation,  in  writing,  that  the  certificate  of  the  commie- 
sioners,  and  conpent  of  the  creditors  thereunto^  were  obtained 
fairly  and  without  fraud;  and  any  of  the  creditors  of  the  aaid 
tMinkrupt  are  allowed  to  be  heard,  if  they  shall  think  fit,  befbra 
the  re8pec(ive  persona  aforesaid,  against  the  making  or  ailowiof 
of  such  certificates  by  the  comroiaaioneri  or  judge/' 
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SftfOMSir.  That  the  insolyent  laws  of  the  S  a'es 
be  respected  and  left  in  force,  to  the  ^ame  decree 
that  (hey  were  ordered  to  be  rrjtpecifd  by  the  6l>t 
section  of  the  act  of  1800;  which  scctiun  is  iu  the 
foUoviog  words:  * 

"That  ihSiact  ■hall  not  repeal  ortDnuI,  or  be  construed  to 
npeal  or  annul,  the  laws  of  any  State  now  in  force,  cr  which 
■ay  hereafter  beeiMctod,  for  cha  laHafof  in8olvenidet>tora,  ^x- 
ctpi  aoftr  aa  Ito  aaoie  may  reaped  persona  who  are,  ot  may 
btidtarly  within  the  purview  of  thii  act,  ant!  whose  itebta 
rinll  aoMrant,  in  the  caaea  apeetfied  In  the  aecond  seciion  there- 
of; to  the  aama  thoreio  maotianad.  And  if  any  person  wiihin  the 
parriew  of  thia  act  aball  be  impiiaoned  for  the  space  of  three 
montha  for  any  deht  or  upon  any  contract,  unle.-*s  the  creditors 
of  ioch  priaoner  aliall  proceed  to  proaeeate  a  commission  of 
baakraptcy  anioathim  or  bar,  acreeably  to  th^  provisions  of 
tUi  act,  aacti  datKor  may.  and  shall  be,  entiiletl  to  relief  under 
any  such  laws  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debiois,  this  act  not- 
whlalanrtlng." 

TIblnKy.  That  the  liens  created  by  Site  laws 
on  the  property  of  bankrapts  be  revpected  and  ob* 
senred  in  the  same  foil  and  absolote  manner  in 
whkh  they  were  ordered  to  be  respected  and  ob- 
served by  the  64ih  section  of  the  said  act  ol  1800; 
which  section  is  in  these  words: 

*niat  nothing  contained  in  thia  act  shall  be  talten  or  con- 
sciaad  to  tnvalldate  or  impair  any  lian  existing  at  the  date  of 
thii  act  upoQ  the  lands  or  chattela  of  any  person  who  may  be 
coaa  bankrupt.'* 

FtmthMf,  That  a  person  subject  to  inTolontary 
baakraptcy  shall  not  liaTe  the  pririlege  of  volan- 
tary  baakraptcy;  bor,  on  filing  a  declaration  of  in- 
solTsney,  shall  be  subject  to  be  proceeded  against 
at  the  will  of  hit  creditors,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples^ the  6:h  secuon  of  the  baokrapt  act  of 
Qeorge  lY,  and  the  13(h  section  of  the  insolvent 
debtors  act  of  the  same  reign* 

Fiflkt^.  That  the  operation  of  the  act  be  pros- 
pective only,  according  to  the  first  section  of  the 
btnkropt  act  of  the  year  1800. 

Sbtthljf*  That  agreements  on  the  part  of  bank- 
rapts in  office  to  a^gn  a  part  of  their  salaries  and 
emolnments  to  their  creditors,  be  binding  in  law, 
and  give  the  creditors  a  right  to  have  i he  same  re- 
tained for  their  benefit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  W. 
M.  Clnackenboss  and  others,  ssreties  of  ibe  laie 
collector  for  the  port  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Swart- 
woat,)  asking  that  a  law  might  be  passed  antbor- 
ixing  the.Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compromise 
with  said  sureties  theif  liabilities  to^the  United 
States.  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  this  matter  had 
been  before  the  Senate  three  or  four  ccnsecutive 
semons,  and  a  bill  had  been  invariably  passed, 
hot  failed  in  the  House  for  want  of  time. 
Re  hoped,  as  this  was  a  short  session,  and  as  it 
wu  to  the  interest  of  all  parties  that  the  matter 
sboold  be  settled,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary would  give  the  subject  the  earliest  considera- 
tion possible,  and  raport  a  bill  without  delay.  He 
moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee;  but,  as  no  such  committee  was  yet  ap- 
pointed, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
present* 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  submitted  the  following 

resolntion,  which  lies  over,  nnder  the  rule,  viz: 

Re»ol9edy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
ijractad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  instructing  the  8ec* 
rsianr  t>f  State  to  cmnmunicata  with  the  Judicial  offlcers  of 
the  Unitad  States  who  hare  had  tlia  axecoiiOD  of  tbebanlr- 
rapt  law,  uid  aacartain  from  them  tiM  number  of  applications 
oodar  tlie  act,  both  roluntarr  and  involuntary;  the  numlierof 
disclMrgaa,  tlia  nointa  dadded  under  any  provision  of  the  act, 
Ibe  opioioiM  of^tha  indgesas  to  an;r  amendmenta  or  modiflca' 
tioQa  of  the  act;  and  such  other  Ihformatinn  aa  be  may  deem 
oacaasary  to  abow  the  efTecta  and  operations  of  the  act;  and 
that  ba  report  tlie  aama  to  tJia  Senate  on  the  first  day  of  the 
neataaaston. 

Ml.  BARROW  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
to*morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Chinn. 

THB  EXPUNQINQ  RESOLUTION. 

Mf.  BAYARD  roee  and  said  he  would  take  this 
esriy  opportunity,  in  conformity  wi'h  the  notice 
which  he  had  given  on  th«  last  day  of  the  last  se<:- 
sioo,  to  introduce  a  resolution  which  he  bad  been 
lostructed  by  the  Legislature  of  his  Bute  to  intro- 
doce  four  years  ago;  and  he  would  take  occasion 
to  say  that  it  was  his  design  to  a*  k  its  considers- 
ikm  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  The  Senate 
having  Botbingof  a  very  important  nature  to  occupy 
its  attestiott  at  present,  he  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration  within 


the  present  month,  as  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
would  be,  in  bis  opinion,  a  happy  consummation 
u^itb  whif^  to  close  the  year.  It  was  to  rescind 
the  resolution  of  the  16  h  January,  1837,  common- 
ly called  the  "expunging  resolutioo."  Mr.  B.*s 
resolntion  was  then  seat  to  the  Chair,  and  read  as 
folio  wst 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  !he  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  functions  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  did,  on  the  28(h  day  of 
Blarch,  1834,  adopt  the  following  reeolntion: 

**JU»otvedt  That  the  President,  in  the  late  Executive  pro* 
ceedioga  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself 
autborliy  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  aad  laws, 
but  in  derogation  of  both." 

And  whereaa  afterwu^,  to  wii^  on  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1887.  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  thft  above  resolution,  adopted 
another,  aa  fol  lows: 

*^Reaolve<L  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
Journal:  ana  for  tiiat  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  at  such  time  aa  tne  Senate  may  appoint,  shall 
bring  the  manuscript  Journal  of  the  aeaalon  of  1^3-*4  into  the 
Senate,  and*  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  blacic  linea 
round  the  said  reaolve,  and  write  acroas  the  face  thereof)  in 
strong  leuers,  the  words  following:  Expunged  by  order  or  the 
Senate,  this  16th  day  of  January,  m  thejrear  of  our  Lord  1837." 

And  whereaa  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitiid  Statea  expreasly 
requires  that  each  House  of  Congreaa  sliall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  meaning  tliereby  to  preaerve  a  tuthful  and 
permanent  record  ol  those  proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea,  independently 
of  ttategialalive,  executive,  and  judicial  (unctiona,  haa  the  In* 
herentnaht,  aa  a  deliberatire  aasambly,  to  express  its  opin- 
ions, which  can  he  done  only  by  reaolution— which  opiniona. 
whftn  thua  expreaaed,  l>ecoroe  part  of  ita  proceedinca,  of 
which  the  Conatitutlon  protidea  that  a  permanent  recora  shall 
be  kept :      , 

And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  July,  1837,  and  the 
act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  it,  in 
legal  contemplation  destroyed,  and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record 
of  the  proceeding  to  which  it  refera :  wherefore, 

Retotvedy  That  the  resolution  of  the  I6ih  of  January,  1837, 
commonly  called  tiie  expunging  reaolutioo,  be,  and  the  same  ia 
hereby,  readnded,  and  ahiatl  be  forever  liereaAer  held  as 
naught;  and  that.  In  all  futui^  publications  of  that  poitlon  of 
the  Journal  which  conuins  the  resolution  of  1833-'4,  and  in  all 
copioi  which  noay  liereafter  l>e  made  of  the  same  for  any  ofii< 
cial  or  legal  purpoaa,-  the  aaid  reaoloiion  of  1833-'4  shall  be 

Subliahed  and  copied  aa  it  was  originally  entered  on  the  said 
oumal,  without  any  notice  whatever  of  the  aupacscriptlon 
which  was  erroneotinly  made,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  tlie  16ih  of  January,  1837. 
The  resolution  wait  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was  ordered 
that,  When  the  Senate  adjonm,  it  adjourn  tiH  Mon- 
day next. 

.    JUDGES  OF  THB  UNITED  STATED. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  gare  notiee  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  introduee  a  resolution, 
proposing  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  judges  of 
the  United  States  courts. 

On  motion,  the  Senata  th<en  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day next. 

H0U8B  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
TifTTasnAT,  December  8, 1849. 
Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolvedj  That  the  several  memorials,  petitions,  and  reao- 
lations  preasntad  to  thallooaa  of  Repreaentetivea.  during  the 
ureaant  Uongreas,  which  have  not  been  finally  acted  on;  alao,  all 
bills  which  went  from  tbia  Houae  to  the  Senate,  and  which 
were  loat  there^  and  auch  bills  as  were  referred  to  the  several 
committees  or  tiiis  House,  and  not  reported  on;  t>e  again  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  to  which  the  aama  were  heretofore 
referred,  as  soon  as  the  said  committees  sliall  ht  organized— 
a  written  requeat  to  that  effect  being  ^nded  by  any  member  to 
the  Clerk,  whose  dutv  it  shall  be  to  enter  the  aaoie  in  the 
journal,  aa  if  preaeotea  in  the  Houae. 

ABOLITION. 

The  resolntion  submitted  by  Mr.  Adams,  to 
re^nd  the  31st  rule,  so  as  to  admit  the  re oeplion 
of  abolition  petitions,  resolutions,  dto.,  on  which 
the  previous  question  had  been  moved  and  sec- 
onded, came  up  as  the  fiist  business  in  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  JONES  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 

table;  and  called  for  the  yess  and  naysonths 

question*,  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  ia  yeas 

99,  nays  95,  as  follows: 

YEAS— MeaRs.  Arrington, '  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeaon,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Uoyt),  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Willis ro  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Casey,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Croen,  Daniel,  Daw- 
son, Dean,  Debenj,  Eastn>an,  John  C.  Edwards,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance^amblo,  Gerry,  Gilmer.  Ooaain,  William  O- 
Ooodo,  Uarria,  Hastings,  Havs,  Hopkins,  Jlouck,  Houston, 
IHibbard,  Hunter,  Cliaflea  J  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Abraham  McClellan.  McKay.  Mallocv,  Marchand, 
Matthews,  Uedill,  .Meriwether,  Milksr,  Mitchell,  Moore,  New- 
hard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickena,  Plumer,  Powell,  Ray- 
ner.  Reding,  Reocher,  Reynolds,  Riietc,  Rlggs,  Rogers,  Saun- 
ders, Sbepperd,  William  Smith, SnydanSprigg, Steenrod, Sum- 
mers, Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompaon,  Tripleu,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warrtn, 
Washmgton,  Watteraoti,  Waller,  Weatbrook,  Wiae,  and  Wood 


NAYS-MoMTB.  Adama,  AUen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Av- 
crigff,  Babeock,  Balcer,  Barnard,  Birdaeyc,' Blair,  Boardmaa, 
Borden,  Bocta,  Brewster,  Brigga,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremfcti 


.  Egbert,  _ 
srott,  ressenden,  Fillmoro,  John  G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode.  Gordon,  Granger.  Hall,  Halated," 
Henry,  Howard.  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Maersalj,  James  Irvin, 
Willjnro  W.  Irwin,  James,  Linn,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, flcKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  San>aon  Mason, 
MaitiioL  MaKocka;  Maxwell,  MaVnard,  Morgan^  Morris,  Mor- 
row. Osnome,  Parmenler,  Patriage,  Pendleton,  Ramaay,  Ban* 
iamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  Wm. 
Russell,  James  M  Russell,  Saltonatall,  Sanford,  SimontOn, 
Blade,  Traman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stekely^  Strattnn,  TOIingliast, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Vao  Rensselaer, 
Joaeph  L  White,  Thoma»  W.  Williams,  Wlnthrop,  Yorke,  and 
A.  Youog— 96, 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  tablOi 

The  question  then  recurring,  "Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  putV* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  point  of  order 
raised  by  him  yesterday;  and  contended  that,  aU 
though  the  effect  of  the  sf  cond  to  the  previous 
question  was  to  put  an  «nd  to  debate,  yet  the  refu- 
sal of  the  House  to  order  the  main  question  to  b^ 
put,  anthoriaed  debate  after  the  next  day.  He 
understood  from  the  Manual,  that4he  decision  of 
the  House  refusing  to  order  the  main  question  ta 
be_put,  carried  the  question  over  to  the  next  day| 
but,  when  that  day  came,  if  the  main  question  was 
not  ordered,  the  second  was  imperative.  If  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  correct,  the  House  mi^t 
go  on,  from  day  to  day,  re  fusing  to  lay  the  rescUa- 
tion  on  the  table,  and  refusing  to  order  the  main 
qoesiion  to  be  put;  and  thus  ihe  question  would 
never  be  settled.  Certainly,  a  construction  of  ihe 
rales  leadiog  to  such  consequences  could  not  be 
correct  It  had  been  suggested  by  some  one  be-^ 
hind  him,  that  the  difficulty  could  be  obviated  by 
reconsidering  the  question;  aod  he  therefore  hoped 
that  some  gentleman  who  voted  with  ihe  majority 
would  move  a  reconsidention. 

The  8PEAKBR  reafBrmed  his  decision,  and 
pointed  out  two  authorities,  which  he  read  to  the 
House,  austaining  his  dcctoion. 

Mr.  BVIIRETT suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  te  tske  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  stating  that,  if  ihe  gentleman  did  not  ap- 
peal, he  would  appeal  himself.  [Mr.  UwDsawooD 
said  that  he  would  take  an  appeal,  in  order  to  try 
the  tense  of  the  House  on  the  subject.]  Neither 
of  the  cases  read  by  the  Chair,  Mr.  E.  said,  gave 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  rr  of  the  House  on  the 
question  now  at  issue;  iu  both  cases,  the  difficulty 
having  been  got  over  by  the  members  moviiig  a 
reconsideration,  instead  of  taking  an  appeal.  The 
error  of  the  Chair  seemed  to  him  lo  consist  in  this: 
that  he  took  the  second  to  the  previous  question  for 
the  order  of  the  House.  By  ihe  parliamentary 
law,  the  previout  question  couM  be  seconded  by  a 
single  member;  and  nnder  the  rules  of  the  House, 
it  required  a  majority  for  a  second;  but  in  both 
eases  it  was  only  a  second,  and  not  the  order  of  the 
House.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  when  the 
question  fell,  the  second  fell  with  it.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  move  the  reconsideration,  and  the  first 
question  to  be  put  would  be  on  ord«rinx  the  main 
question.  If  that  should  be  lost,  the  House  would 
be  just  where  it  was  the  day  before;  and  so  they 
night  thiu  go  on  from  day  to  day,  refusing  to  Isy 
the  resolntion  on  the  table,  snd  refusing  to  order 
the  main  question  to  be  taken.  Mr.  E.  concluded 
by  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIQQ6,  and  a 
reply  by  the  CHAIR,  neither  of  which  were  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  the  reporter, 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks, 
when 

Mr.  TURNEY  called  him  to  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  appeal  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  referred  lo  some  au- 
thorities sustaining  the  decii>ion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TURKEY  objected  to  debate  on  ihe  appeal, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  ibe  table;  which  motion 
was  carried  without  a  di? ision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  en  ordering  the 
main  question,  and  dechled  in  the  negative — yeas 
95,  nays  100,  as  foltews: 

YBA9— Meagra.  Adama,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  J^ 
crigg,  Babeock,  Maker,  Barnard,  Birdeeye,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Bofoen,  BoMa,  Brigga,  Brockway,  Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown* 
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Bo  (ha  HoDM  refitfed  to  order  ih«  naln  qoeslion 
10  b«  iiQ«  pni. 

THE  ONE-HOUE  RULE. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rose,  panamt  lo  notice 
fiten  jeaierdaj,  10  move  ihat  ibe  one-hour  Tole 
ikdopttd  tl  ibe  last  BessioD,  (vhich  bad  been  incor- 
ponied  in  ibe  feLeral  rales,  and  was,  iherrfare,  ia 
force  for  the  prewni  sesaion,)  be  now  rescinded. 

Mr.  FILLUOAE  rose  lo  ■  point  of  oilier;  and 
be  Inqaired  l>oiii  tbe  Spraker  wbether  it  was  in 
order  lo  move  that  resolution  ai  ihil  lime.  He 
contended  thai  frsolations  were  not  then  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Marrlaiid  [Mr.  Jobnioh}  bad  givta  noilce  of  bit 
moUoD,  and  it  bad  been  ireeJTed  and  entered;  and 
■a  iben  was  now  do  oibar  basiniss  before  ibe 
HoQse,  it  came  np  in  order. 

Ur.  FILLMORE  eonlendad  1h»l  the  notice  given 
b;  tbe  gentieman  irom  Marfiand  onlf  aaihortied 
lb*  introdaeiioD  of  bis  teaototion  wben  reaolaiions 
were  in  ordcri  bni,  ai  pcefent,  peiitionB  were  in 

Tae  SPEAKER  said  there  were  no  eommiitees 
appointed  lo  which  peii  lions  cod  Id  be  referred)  and 

be  decided  ibis  resolniioa  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  said  ii  was  not  his 
intention  lo  consume  the  lim«  of  Ibe  Honse,  bnt  its 
felt  drsirODs  to  lay  Ihat  it  was  inditpensab'e  to  wise 
legislation  that  a  reasonable  time  shonld  be  eiven 
lor  Ibe  disenssioii  of  the  ganiioBs  which  sbonld 
cone  before  Ibis  Honse.  It  was  dae  lo  the  conn' 
irj  that  the  RepreteDfatim  of  ibe  (people  should 
have  Ibe  opporinnitf  le  eipress  their  opinions 
ua  some  of  ihe  vast  qneiiions  itaal  won  Id 
■rise — Ibe  cnicenc7i  roriaataDcc.  His  object,  Ihere- 
foie,  waa  not  to  clelar,  bnt  lieipedite  ihe  pnb'ic 
tiutihi'ss.  He-  wss  wiling  ihat  a  particular  day 
sbaald  tie  liietl  to  terminate  debate  on  an;  partic- 
ular bill,  or  that  ihe  House  ihODid  have  the  eoD- 
irul  of  ii  by  tbe  previous  quniion.  But  be  con- 
tended that  no  pari;  had  been  beaeliied  by  Ihu 
adoption  of  Ihis  one-hour  rule.  The;  had  been 
bete  during  t«o  ussioas,  and,  since  Ihc  adopiion 
of  this  rule,  do  member  had  bad  lime  to  eipres'< 
bis  views  fntJy  on  any  qneition.  He  (Mr.  Johh- 
bon)  had  betnlhereb;  compelled  to  be  a  sileiii 
member  of  the  Honse — [laDghter] — and  for  one, 
he  shonld  desire,  on  one  or  \wo  aabiecl^  to  addre>K 
Ibe  House  al  a  greater  length  than  the  rale  in 
question  would  petmi'.  He  wished  >bis  jtreal  body 
lobelhe  organ  of  the  people;  and,  as  Iheir  Represeiii 
ativrs,  10  dirauss  public  messDirs,  and  lo  carry 
ifaem  ODt  aRer  a  full  euminalian;  and  hence  h<' 
made  Ibis  motion.  Bat  as  it  was  not  bis  inleniion, 
as  he  had  before  ttated,  to  consume  uDnectssir.ly 
tbe  time  of  tlie  Hoa^,  he  would  now  move  lh<- 
previous  queslkD, 

The  previous  question  was  lecended;  sod  as  thf 
SpEiKBK  was  about  to  propose  the  question.  Shell 
the  main  question  be  now  puiT 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  rose  Ud  uid,  believing  ibat 


D,  Tbonpaon,  Richard  « 
TnnitliiMn.  Tii  plait,  Tiui 


10  be  one  ol  the  best  rules  this  Houie  ever  adopted, 
be  would  move  to  lay  ihe  resolntion  on  the  lable; 
and  OD  this  motion  be  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  ite  mo- 
ilon  to  lay  the  retcinding  resolntion  on  ibe  table 
pievai led —yeas  116,  nays  70,  a.^  follows: 

YEAB-Mosn.  Allen,  BhEtlocl:  3.  Andrswi,  Aytrteg, 
BitKark,  Biker,  Banon,  Bewon,  BidUcfc.  Uirdwj*.  Blilr, 
Boardman,  Bnrden.  B-iim  Hrigii,  Br«li>nit,  WlUon  Brown, 
Umnmlt  Bratia,  Burnett,  Wlllitm  Buifer,  Wllliaai  O. 
SuUtr.  Calhoon,  Thooui  J.  Campbell,  C»My,  Clup- 
man.  Child*  ChllunJeB,  John  C.  Olarlt,  Janm  CuDpor, 
CuHin,  Cfaimon,  Barreu  »a>i»,  DeboTTJ.  Ji*n  Edwaid*. 
Feondtn,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrenea  Foslar,  Gamble  GlddJn;^ 
Gitnwr.  Btuin,  Fitrlek  G.  GoDde,  Granger,  Hall,  llalaled, 
Haj*lienry,  Holmea.  Hnwioo,  Howard,  iTndjpn,  J«.ph  R. 
IagerHil,iui»>,Ca<riJoha>an,K<dni,  John  F.KtnllEdy,  Linn, 
Abraham  Metilallan,  McKennan,  Haicband,  Samaon  Ub«o, 
Haiblol.  MlUotka,  MjiwbII,  Majnltd,  Merlwalher,  Mllcbell, 
UMira,  Honan,  Mortla,  Morrow,  Oabome,  OwrUy.Pairldge. 
Fendteton,  plumer,  Foweli.  Ramnf ,  BiDJamin  Rgndall.  Alrl' 
andH  RamlUt.Rarjlolph,  Hajrnarllenclwr.Rid.wa)'.  Rodney, 
Rogara,  Willliui  Rumll,  JaniM  U.  RiuRll,  aaltoiliiaU,  Shep- 
peS,  fllmorion.aiade.TrumaoBmllli.anyder.manly.Biokoly, 
Sirauon,  Alexander  H-  H.Sloarl,  aammera,  TatUlorra  John 

- -"ird  W.  Thompaon,  THtii«ha«,  Toland, 

~  ""  "fBderwoo.!.  Van  Ren«el»ar, 

caibrooli.  Jonpli  L.  While, 
■ninmai'W.WmlBina,yvlnUicop,Yorte,aiidAggusiiii  Young 

Nats— Mee>n.  Adame.  Arrln^n,  A *er(on,  Barnard, 
Caldwotl.  ?alilclt"c.  iaWwell,  ClMbid,'  Cllnion,  Mub  a' 
Cooper,  Croi^  CuahlnE,  Daniel,  Dawion,  De«n,  Eaeunan, 
Erterl,E>«r«l,FarTta.3ohnG.  Floyd, Chaflea  A,  Floyd,  Oariy, 
William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Ouarlna,  Harrla,  HajUnK  Hop- 
kina,  Hubard,  Chartea  J.In«araoll,  William  W.  Irwfn,  Jack, 
William  Coat  Johmwn,  John  W.  Jonea,  UultfielA  Lowell, 
Roberl  MeClellan,  HclCaT,  HcKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marahall, 
Maihewa,Hedil], Miller,  Newhard,  Fayne,  Fearcs,  Fictena, 
Read.  Bnlirg,a<i;iialde,Bheii.Riggi,Sanro(d,  Shaw,  William 
Smlih.  Bprlig,  eiMMOil.  Swenev.  Turiiej,  Van  Buran,  Ward, 
Wa[lar«)n,  ISitph  L.  Willlam^AVi«,  and  Wood-70. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  when  Ibis  House 
Biljnarns  it  adjourn  lo  meet  again  on  Monday 
nexi;  wbicb  was  carried,  tbe  vote  being  91  lathe 
aSiimaiive  and  60  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  then 
adjourn,  which  was  agreed  toi  and  >he  House  ad- 
journed 10  meet  again  on  Monday  neil. 

The  following  additional  members  appeared  in 
tbeii  places  to-day: 

Messrs.  SinNDaaa,  G.  W.  Cildwkll,  W.  O. 
Goods,   MsBiwaTfiBB,   Hoobb,    Matmiro,   and 


IN  SENATE. 
MoncAT,  December  19, 1S43. 

Tbe  Senate  met  at  IS  o'clock. 

The  following  Senators,  in  addiiiou  lo  those 
heretofore  annuunced,  appeared  in  their  seala  to- 
day, viz:  Messr?.  SiuHOHsand  Sfiucob,  of  Rhode 
laland;  Messrs.  WniTs  and  Smith,  of  Indiana; 
Mr.  YooHo,  ofIIIinoi>;Mr  Lihh,  of  Uissonil;  Mr. 
WooDBaiDoa,  of  Michigan;  and  Mr.  Fulton,  of 
Arkansas. 

After  ihe  reading  of  the  jonmal  of  Thursday 
lasi,  Ibe  President  pro  tim.  annonoced  to  tbe  Sen- 
ate ihe  standing  commilieps;  but,  previous  to  such 
ananDcislion,  he  was  underslood  lo  say  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rites]  who  was 
chairmau  of  tbe  Cor.ir.iiitce  on  Foreign  Retalions 
ai  Ihe  ia;t  seitii.D,  had  expressed  a  wiih  to  the 
President  pro  lim.  to  be  eionsed  from  serving 
on  that  committee,  and  gave  leatonsifor  such  i*i»b, 
which  were  considered  ample. 

The  committees  are  y  follcwi: 

On  Fcrajm  R(?s'ii>fi».— Messrs.  A'ch'r,  Berrien, 
Bnrhanan.TillmfciKe,  an'!  Choate. 

On  ^nanea.— M«':irs.  Evans,  Graham,  Wood, 
bury,  Berrien,  and  Crilienden. 

On  CewinKTci. — Messrs.  HuntinglOD,  Wood, 
bridge,  KIur,  Barrow,  and  WriithL 

On  MativfKlvrt!  — Mesars.  Simmons,  Archer, 
Miller,  Buchanan,  and  Morehead. 

On  Jgricnllurt. — Messrs.  Linn,  Bales,  Crafts, 
Smith  of  Cunnecticui,  and  Sturgeon. 

OnMaUarjJfftiit.—MfasTi'.  Ciitt«nden,  Mer- 
rick, Beotfo,  HuDlirgtOD,  and  Wilcoi. 

On  Ihe  JOUitia  —Mrsais.  Barrow,  Fulton,  Smith 
of  luditna,  Williamc,  and  McRoberts. 

On  Aivel  ,«fri.i.— Mfsfis.  Bayard,  Graham, 
Witliamc,  Choate,  and  Barrow. 

On  f uhS*  Landf  — McsKrs.  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadgf,  Walker,  Huntingiou,  and  Coniad. 

On  Piinite  Land  Claimi.—MfssK.  Hendeison, 
Linn,  Tappan,  Fulton,  aod  Sprague. 


Oft  IniUn  Jf«n.— Messrs.  White,  Morehead, 
Sevier,  Phelps,  and  Beninn. 

On  t'laimi.— Mesii!.  Graham,  Wright,  Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge,  and  Phelps. 

On  RiPBtuliiinmy  Cioiinj.— Messrs.  Phelps,  Clay- 
ton.  Smith  of  CoDncclicut,  Allen,  and  Williams. 

On  ihc  Juduiory.—Messts.  Berrien,  CIsylOD, 
DaTion,  Walker,  and  Kerr.' 

On  Ibt  Patl  Office  and  PbH  Raadt — Messrs.  Mer- 
rick, Simmons,  McRoberic,  Conrnd,  and  Miller. 

On  Rtnit  aad  Conali.— Messrs.  Porter,  Wbile, 
Young,  King,  and  Calhberl. 

On  Pnuiins.— Messrs.  Bates,  Bigbj,  Allen, 
Phelps  and  Sevier. 

On  tht  District  o/  CoIutnUa  — UeEsrs.  MUler, 
Bayard,  King,  Kerr,  and  Yoong. 

On  PttenU  and  tht  Folent  Q(jic« —Messrs.  Eeir, 
Porter,  Heudetion,  Wilcox,  and  Siary eon. 

On  tin  Public  Baildingi.— Meers.  D«)toQ,  FdI- 
ton,  and  Evans. 

On  lAe  Library.— Messrs.  Woodbridge,  TappsB, 
and  Choaie. 

On  Evgrotud  fiiUi.— HesMs.  Conrad,  Bagby,  and 
Btorgeen. 

On  Enrelled  £iUi— Messrs.   Sprague  and  Wit- 
To  Jviit  and  Central  the  Conlingent  Expttuti  — 
Meiers.  Tappan,  White,  and  Porter. 

On  firlren«ftTn«it.L— Messrs.  Morehead,  Grabain, 
Miller,  Fulton,  and  Sprsgne. 

On  iMnrln^.— Me«Frs.  Clayton,  WlUiaits,  aod 
Sprague. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial,  nu- 
mrrously  signed,  from  manufaclurers  ot  furred 
hats,  in  theciiy  (f  Philadelphia, repreEeniing  that, 
previous  lo  the  passage  of  the  last  tariff,  bat-  '' 
lers'  furs  were  inirodQced  free  of  dalyj  but  by  that 
lariR^  the  fame  rale  of  duty  (35  per  cenl.>  was 
impo-^ed  on  onfinished  bats  and  unmanufactured 
furs  as  waa  impoMd  on  bats  Hnishedi  which  oper- 
ated as  no  incidental  proleclioo  to  ihem  ai  all. 
They  state  that  .if  tbe  as  per  cent,  duly  be  relRin- 
ed  on  furs,  it  will  throw  ihousands  of  hallers  in  tliis 
country  out  of  employment,  and  tuin  the  busineat; 
and,  iherer«re,  pray  that  dd  maun  facta  red  fan  may 
be  admitted  fref  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  Hanufaciuret. 

On  molioD  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  memorial  of 
William  Q.uaekeDboss  and  others,  the  sureties  of 
Samuel  Sv-aitwoui,  which  he  presented  on  Tbura- 
day  last,  was,  id  addition  to  other  documents  on 
the  same  subject,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  alsopresecled  Ihe  petilton  of  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Conckey,  a  aoldiet  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  for  a  pension:  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  oa 
Pensions. 

Mr.  W.  bUo  presented  the  memorial  ol  Taylor, 
Morrell,  &  Co.,  of  New  York  city,  praying  that« 
law  might  be  parsed  ehanging  the  name  of  Ihe 
thip  Wettchesicr:  tefctred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  preienied  a 
number  of  ctiisens  of  Sene 
prjying  thai  Con(rrej=  would  repeal   ihe  bankrupt 
law:  referred  io  the  Jildiciary  Ccmmtttee. 

Mr:  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  widow  of  Joseph  Nourse,  deeeaaed,  pray- 
ing Ihe  payment  (f  a  ?nm  of  money  to  her,  which 
was  decreed  lo  her  deceo^ed  hustand  by  the  Su< 
prems  Court,  in  asnit  Bgnlnstihe  Untied  Stales; 
which,  with  (ficr  documents  on  the  files,  was  re- 
ferred 10  the  Judiciary  Commiile''. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  preaenied  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  t{  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  of  whjdl 
Mr.  John  M.  Scott  was  chairman,  accompanied  by 
a  memoifal  urging  siroegly  upon  Coegrets  ibe  pro- 
priety of  their  deridira  npon  ihe  claims  for  Frineh 
.'polialions  prior  10  1800:  refcired  lo  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memotial  of  Con- 
stani  R.  Kirg  and  Jul. a  Headley,  children  of  Jo- 
>eph  Ring,  deceased,  late  a  paymaster  and  clothier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
boaniy  land  on  account  of  the  i^ervices  of  their  de- 
ceased faihet:  refcirfd  to  the  Commiitte  on  Revo- 
tutionaiy  ClB[ms. 
Also  presroted  a  memorial  from  the  leptesesta- 
,  tives  of  Samuel  NicLoisoo,  deceaseil,  lau  a  cap- 
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Uia  IB  tbe  naval  service,  praying  to  be  allowed  an 
amoQDt  of  paj  withheld  from  bim  by  the  United 
Slates,  while  under  arrest,  of  which  he  was  after- 
wards hosorably  acquitted:  referred  to  the  Com* 
niuee  on  Naval  Affairt. 

Mr.  BSRRIEN  presented  a  petition  from  Rich- 
ard H.  Wilde,  praying  that  Congress  will  pa»s  a 
law  eiiending  to  him  the  benefit  of  the  copyright 
lav  of  tbe  United  States,  in  the  publication  of  a 
work  o(  which  he  is  the  author,  and  which  he  is 
conpelled,  from  the  nature  of  the  work,  to  hare 
first  printed  in  Europe:  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  the  Jadidary. 

Mr.  BARROW,  agreeably  to  notice,  on  leave, 
iairodoeed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbos.  W.  Cbinn; 
wbieb  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee oa  Private  Land  Claims. 

fiir.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
S^oel  Griee  of  Philadelphia,  praying  remunera- 
tkm  for  certain  losses  under  a  contract  with  the 
Navy  Department  for  cutting  certain  timber,  in 
eoBseqoenee  of  intermptiun  by  hostile  Indians:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

JUDGES  OF  UNITED  STATE3  COURTS. 

Bfr.  TAPPAN,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  so  to  ainend  the 
CooBiitntion  of  the  United  States  as  to  limit  the 
tenn  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
laferior  Courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
lead  twice,  and  made  the  special  order  of  tbe  day 
Tor  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  YOUNO  presented  tbe  petition  of  James 
TniiBbull,of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
privilege  of  relocating  a  quarter  Motion  of  land 
Fteeivd  on  account  of  military  services  during  the 
late  wan  *t^d  also  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the 
Coiunitiee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
UHaorrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles,  to  wii: 

An  act  grantin^an  additional  quantity  of  land  to 
tbe  8tate  of  UliDoLs  to  aid  in  the  completion  of. 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Aa  act  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  rents 
of  the  United  Slates  lead-mines  in  tbe  State  of  Il- 
linois, and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  for 
the  improTement  of  the  navigation  at  the  Rock 
River  and  Des  Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi 
liver. 

An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  tbe 
eoniinaation  of  t^  Cumberland  road,  in  tbe  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois;  and 

An  act  making  a  farther  appropriation  for  tbe 
completion  of  the  pnblic  works,  an^  rebuilding  the 
light-house  at  the  harbor  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  tbe  petition  of  Daniel 
Uorray,  praying  certain  allowances  for  carrying 
tbe  United  States  mail:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road?. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  pre«ented  petitions  from  Olive 
Thompson  and  Margaret  Gould,  widows  of  revo- 
lationary  soldiers,  praying  pensions:  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  en  Pensions. 

Mr.  W.  aUo  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Raneli,  of  the  schooner  Perch,  praying  for  fi^'hing 
botnty:  referred  to  ihe  Commit  tea  on  Commerce. 

On  ootion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  leave  was 
granted  D.  T.  Maurice  to  withdraw  froa\  the  files 
of  the  Senate  certain  docnment.9. 

FINB  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to  mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  crtnin  bills;  among 
whieh  was  a  bill  to  indemnify  General  Andrew 
Jackson  the  fine  of  (1.000,  with  costs,  imposed  on 
bim  for  diseharg'ng  bis  official  duties,  by  Judge 
Ei[\  of  New  Orleacs. 

Mr.  BATES  prrsented  a  petition  from  Lucy 
Davis  a  widow  of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Commiitee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Ifgal  representatives  of  Richard  Harris  and  Nim* 
rod  Parrow;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Lemn€l  Bingham,  praying  compensation  for  prop- 
erty taken  from  bim  by  a  band  of  Pottawatomie 


Indians:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 
Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that,  when  the  reso- 
lution introduced  by  tbe  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Bayard]  to  rescind  the^xpungiog  resolution, 
came  up  for  consideration,  he  would  move  to 
amend  it  with  the  following  as  a  fubaitute: 

That  the  resolution  expunging  from  the  Sanaie  Journal  the 
•entence  of  condemDation  against  President  Jaclc(K>n  for  remo- 
ving the  public  depositee  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
commonly  called  'the  expunging  resoluiion,"  wAs an  act  dona 
by  the  Senate  in  confonriity  to  the  will  of  the  people,  autbenti* 
cally  expressed  in  the  popular  elections,  and  in  the  instrOctions 
from  the  General  AsMmblies  of  the  States,  aAer  a  full  and  fair 
submission  of  the  question  to  the  people  and  the  States  for  their 
consideration  and  de:;ision.  Ana  the  said  ''expunging  resolu* 
tiou"  having  been  thus  adopted,  in  accordance  with  such  ex* 
pressed  wUland  instructions, it  Is  Incompatible  with  theprin* 
ciples.of  representative  Government,  and  inconsistent  with  the 
respect  due  to  the  people  and  the  States,  and  unbecoming  the 
Senate,  to  act  upon  any  proposition  for  rescinding  the  said ''ex- 
punging resoluuon,"  while  the  said  instmctions  of  the  Slates 
and  the  said  expressed  will  of  the  people  remain  unrevofcea 
and  unaltered  by  any  subsequent  instruction  or  expression  of 
the  public  will. 

lUaolvedf  That  tbe  thanks  of  the  country  are  due  to  General 
Jdckaon,  ex -President  of  the  United  States,  for  having,  by  his 
courage,  patriotism,  and  sagacity,  in  removing  the  public  de- 
positee from  tbe  Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  in  1833,  and  in 
placing  hto  veto  upon  the  renewed  charter  of  that  t)ank,  in 
1832,  thereby  savea  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
Slates  from  the  pecuniary  loss,  the  pollticarcorruptjon,  and  the 
moral  pollution,  which  a  longer  connexion  with  that  institution 
must  have  brought  upon  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  over  one  day  under  the  rule, 

viz: 

AeMotoed,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates  bereqneet* 
ed  to  inform  the  Senate  as  follows: 

1.  The  numt)eT  and  estimated  value  of  vessels  which  will  be 
required  to  tbe  African  squadron  under  the  late'British  treaty, 

2.  The  prol>able  annual  cost  of  repairing  said  vessels. 

3.  The  number  of  men  and  officers  which  the  equipment  of 
the  squadron  'will  require. 

4.  Theprobable  annual  loss  of  men  from  deaths,  desertion, 
and  other  casualties,  on  board  said  squadron. 

5.  The  prolmble  annual  expenditure  of  vaid  squadron,  under 
all  the  heads  of  expenditure  incident  to  the  service. 

6.  Whether  it  is  intended  to  nuUre  the  squadron  consist  of 
more  than  eighty  guns,  and  the  calibre  of  the  guns  to  be  used. 

7.  The  whole  number  of  guns  which  it  is  expected  to  have 
afloat  in  the  United  States  navy  during  the  year  1843,  and  the 
estimaiad  expense  of  the  naval  establnhment  for  the  year,  in- 
cluding all  expenses  incident  to  keeping  up  the  navy. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  gave  notice  that  be  would  on 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  en- 
liiled  An  act  to  amend  the  act  of  1843,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  to  establish  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States.     . 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Scott  county,  Arkansas,  praying  Con- 
gress for  a  donation  of  a  quarter  section  of  land 
on  which  to  erect  tbeir  county  buildings:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LlNNy 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 
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Th^  minutes  of  Thursday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved; and  the  following  list  was  then  read  of 

STANDING  COMMITTED 

CowiMUee  of  EUctumt. — Messrs.  Halsted,  Blair, 
Barton,  Borden,  Cravens,  Gamble,  Turney,  Hous- 
ton, anc  Reynolds. 

ConrmltUe  of  Ffoyi  and  Means  — Messrs.  Fillmore, 
BotiP,  Samscn  Mason,  Wallace,  T.  F.  Marshall,  J. 
R.  IngersoIljJ  W.  Jones,  Atherfon,  and  Pickens. 

CommUUe  c/ Cloimj —Messrs.  GHddings,  Co  wen, 
Oibornp,  Tomlinson,  Warren,  Hubard,  Arnold, 
Buike,  and  Medill. 

'  CommiiUion  Commeree. — ^Mesfrs.  J.P.Kennedy, 
Winihrop,  Toland,  Child?,  Rayner,  Benjamin 
Randall,  S  J.  Andrews,  T.  W.  Williams,  and 
Ferris. 

CommitUi  on  PubHc  Lands. — Messrs.  Morrow, 
Ca<i8y,  Truman  Smith,  Gentry,  Bronson,  How- 
ard, Brewster,  Chapman,8nd  Jacob  Thompson. 

Ct  mmUiee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  T^^ai*.— 
Messrs.  BriggsJofeph  L.  Williams,  Wm  Russell, 
Rrockway,  Owjsley,  Hopkins,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
John  Q.  FUyd.  and  Plumer. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columhin  — Messrs. 
Uadfrwo.)d,  Summers,  Alexander  Randall,  Powell, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  J.  Campbell,  Hunter, 
McKcon,  and  Dawson. 

CommiUee  on  the  Judiciary, — Messrs.  Darner  1, 
Trumbull,  Pearce,  Maxwell,  Milton  Brown,  Gar- 


rett Davis,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Roosevelt,  and 
Saunders. 

Commiitee  on  RevoMUnary  C<aimf.<— Messrs. 
Hall,  P.  G.  Goode,  Tripleti,  Tho9.  J.  Campbell, 
Maynard,  Washington^  James,  Parmenter,  and  W. 
O.  Goode. 

Committee  on  Public  Expendifwres. — Messrs  Linn, 
Hudson,  Morgan,  Van  Rensselaer,  James  W. 
Russell,' Mitchell,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Clinton »  and 
Littlefield. 

Committee  on  Private  Fjtnd  Claims. — Messrs. 
Moore,  John  Young,  William  C:  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Birdseye,  Payne,-  R.  D.  Davis,  Cross, 
and  Harris. 

Comiilif/ee  on  Jtfantt/*ac<vr<s.— Messrs.  Salfonstall, 
Tillinghastf  Randolph,  Slade,  Hunt,  Henry, 
Allen,  Gilmer,  and  P.  C.  Caldwell. 

Committee  on  ^grieuliure^ — Messrs.  Deberry, 
Ridgway,  Simonton,  Gustine,  Doig,  Shaw,  Jchn 
Edward*,  Patridge,  and  Hastings. 

CommiUee  on  Indian  Affairs — ^Messrs.  James 
Cooper,  Chittenden,  W.  Butler,  Rencher,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Watterson,  Weller,  John  a  Edwards* 
and  Gwin. 

CommiUee  onMUiteary  4ffairs. — Messrs.  Sanlj, 
Pendleton,  Goggin,  William  B.  Campbell,  Stokely, 
Wm.  O.  Butler,  Sellers,  Miller,  and  J  T.  Mason. 

Committee  on  the  MUUia  — Messrs  Keim,  Coles, 
Ward,  Boyd,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Reding,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Sweney,  and  Snyder. 

Ommittee  m  ^Taoal  ^Jfidn, — Messrs.  Wise, 
Calhoun,  John  C.  Clark,  Burnell,  FeEsenden, 
Rhett,  Mallory,  Clifford,  and  Wood. 

Coiiimi</ee  on  Foreign  Jiffabrs. — Messrs.  John  Ct. 
Adams,  Cushiog,  Everett,  Granger,  Staepperd,  A. 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Canuhers,  Meriwether,  and  Holmes. 

Committee  on  the  TVrrilerws.-^Mesnrs.  Pope, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Gates,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Hays,  Dean,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  and  Black, 

CommiUu  en  Revolutionary  Pensions. — ^Messrs. 
Taliaferro,  Fodney,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Mathiot, 
L.  W.  Andrews,  Babcock,  Mathews,  Fornance, 
and  Wm  Smih. 

Committu  on  Jnoolid  Peiuiona.— ^Messrs.  Morris, 
Aycrigg,  Baker,  Gordon,  Stratton,  Read,  Doan, 
Sanford,  and  Augustus  Young. 

Committee  on  Roods  and  Canal}.— Messrs.  Mc- 
Kennan,  Lane,  John  B.  Thompsun,  W.  W.  Ir- 
wn,   Sprigg,   Mattocks,   Steenrod,  Daniel,  and 

Riggs. 

Commiliet  on  Patents — ^Messrs.  R.  McClellan/ 
Cranston,  Gerry,  Ramsey,  and  Arrington.  . 

Committee  on  PMie  Buildings  and  Grounds.'^ 
Messrs.  Boardman,  WarJ,  Cranston,  Bowne,  and 
Sumter. 

Commiitee  on  Reoisal  and  Unfinished  Business.—^ 
Messrs.  Eastman,  Beeson,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Jack,  and 
Mattocks. 

Committee  on  •Accounts. — Messrs.  Marchand, 
Yorke,  Cary,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  and  Joseph  L. 
Williams. 

Committee  on  Mileage. — ^Messrs.  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  John  C.  Edward.*,  Wf sibrook,  Egbert, 
and  Black. 

The  following  committees  of  the  last  session 
hoi  i  oVer  for  thi^: 

CcmmUtee  on  the  Expenditures  in  (he  State  Depoirt* 
ment. — Mesrs^.  Van  Buren,  Hndboo,  Oliver,  Brock- 
way,  and  one  vacancy. 

Committee  on  ihe  Expendi'ures  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment.— Messrs.  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Samson 
Masun,  Patridge,  Tease  D.  Jones,  and  James  Irvin. 

Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  War  Depart* 
mmt.— Messrs.  McK<iy,  Newbard,  Gamble,  Rey- 
noldi,  and  Birdstyp. 

Commiitee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Aavy  Depart' 
ment. — Messrs.  York«,  Simonion,  Borden,  Alezan* 
der  H.  H.  Smart,  and  Gfe*'n. 

CommiUee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Post  OJice  De- 
partment. — Messrs.  Lowell,  Morgan,  Washington, 
Boyd,  and  Lane. 

Commiitee  on  Expenditures  on  the  PvhUe  Build* 
ifigs — Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  Gates,  Bidlack, 
SiokeIy,and  Houck. 

Joint  Committbk  on  thb  Lisaiar. 

Oa  the  part  of  the  House. -^Messrs.  Tillingbasti 
Aycrigg,  and  Snmier. 
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On  the  part  of  the  Senate, — Messrs.  Wood  bridge' 
Tappan,  and  Choate. 

Select  Committses. 

On  J^ational  Foundry  — Messi?.  Wm.  C*  John- 
801},  Samson  Masoo,  Kiog,  Randolph,  Mailory, 
Hunt,  KeiiD,  Parmenter,  and  Cave  JohnroD. 

On  Muional    Printint   Office  -^Messrs.  Wise, 
Everett,  damson  Mason,  Gentry,  and  Blaclr. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  prei^ented  the  peti- 
tion of  sixty  hatters,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
the  doty  recently  imposed  on  foreigq  fars  be  re: 
pealed:  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Manufae- 
lores.     . 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  8aif^  as  the  standing 
com)nUtee9  bad  been  appointed,  and  as  this  was  a 
short  session,  he  would  move  that  the  President's 
message  be  taken  up  for  rjeference. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected;  the  basiness  in  order  be- 
ing his  resolution  to  remind  the  2l3t  rule,  on 
which,  for  three  previous  days  of  the  session,  the 
House  had  refused  to^ order  the  main  question. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  urged  the  necessity  of  refer- 
ring the  Preside^t*^  message;  and  observed  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
wonld  come  np  wl^n  the  message  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  persisted  in  his  objection. 

Mt.  WM.  CG3T  JOHNSON  baid,  if  the  reso- 
lution  of  the  gentleman  Uom  MasKachnseits  was 
thus  to  obstruct  the  public  business,  he  would  move 
that  it  ^e  laid,  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered,  resulted-^yeas   106, 
/  nays  103,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesmv.  LandafTW.  Andrew*,  Arlington,  Atherton, 
Barton,  Bee«on,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Milton  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Buike,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Builer, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Jolm  Campbell, 
'  Wm.  B  .  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary, 
Casey,  Cliflbrd,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dean, 
Del>erry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C.  E^lwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Gamble^  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Go^gin,  Wm.  O.  Goo!e, 
Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Iloimea,  Hopkins,  Hoiick,  Plouston, 
Hubard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  WiUiam  Cost  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Abraham  Mc* 
Clellan,  McKay,  Mailory,  Narchand,  Thomas  F.  Marshall, 
Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  New- 
hard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Klggs,  Rogers,  Sannders, 

ghaw,  Sheppetd,  William  Smith,  iSnyder,  Sollers,  Sprige, 
teenrod.  Summers,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliarerro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Waiterson,  Wei Icr,  Weetbrootc, 
Christopher  L.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  vVilliams,  Wise,  and 
Wood.— 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birctseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Bordsn,  Bous,  Brewster,  Brijcgs,  Brockwar,  Bron- 
son.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark, 
Staie^  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cnshmg,  Garreu  Davis,  R.  D,  Davis,  Dotg,  John  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Everett,"  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  O.  Floyd, 
A.  I^awrence  Foster,  'Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gor- 
don, Granger,  Ilalli  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hoot, 
Joseph  R.  Ingerson,  James  Irvin,  W.  W.Irwin,  James,  John 
P,  Kenn(9dy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Robert  McCtelian,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Sanson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mor- 
gan, Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Pairldge,  Pendle- 
ton, Ramsev,  Benjamin  Randall,  Read,  RidgWAy,  Rodney, 
Roosevelt,  Wm.  Russell,  Jam«s  M.  Russell,  Salstonstall, 
BladeiTraman  Smith,  Stanly.  Stokely,  Siratton,  Alexander 
H.  H.  Stuan,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilllf-ehaiit,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Rcnsaelaer,  Wallace,  Joseph  L. 
While,  WinthrOp.  Yorke,  and  John  Voung— 102. 

The  Resolution   was,  therefore,  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ME3SAGE-THE  EX- 

CHEaUER:. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  the  motion  which 
be  had  before  imimated  hi^  desire  to  offer.  It  was 
in  the  foHowing  terms: 

Jl6»olvidf  That  so  much  or  the  President's  annual  message 
and  accompanying  documents  as  relates  to  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  treasury  and  financial 
concelrnfl  of  ihe  Government,  including  the  exchequer  plan 
and  the  tarilf,  l>e  referred  to  the  Commitfee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

That  80  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  warehousing  system, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  army  and  military 
defences  of  the  country,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary AtTairs. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  public  Kinds,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  ihennvyand  maritime 
defences  of  the  country^  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs. 

That  90  much  thereof  a^  relates  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  (he  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

That  BO  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  reimbursing  a  fine  Im- 
posed on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  be  referred  (o  the 
CommUtet  on  the  Judiciary. 


Mr.  PICKENS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  the  propriety  of  Amending  his  resolu- 
tion,  »o  as  to  move  that  the  Hoo^e  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  President's  message. 
A  practice  had  grown  up,  which  had  subverted  the 
old  order  of  things;  but  he  hoped  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  take 
such  steps  a^  would  bring  the  House  back  to  the 
zood  old  Republican  custom  of  responding  to  the 
President's  message. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  reason  why  he  had 
not  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  on  the  President's  message 
was,  because  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years 
had  shown  that  such  a  course  was  only  to  waste  a 
large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  session  with  a  de- 
bate resulting  in  nothing.  For  two  or  three  ses- 
sions, the  President's  message  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  he  believed  at  one  of  those  sessions  the  mes- 
sage Eever  came  cut  of  the  committee,  and  was  not 
referred  to  the  standing  committees  for  their  con- 
sideration. In  consequence,  at  the  last  session  the 
message  was  taken  up  in  the  Honse^  and  referred 
to  the  committees.  The  utility  of  that  course 
was  (elt  at  that  time,  when  they  were  commencing 
a  long  session;  but  the  propriety  of  it,  he  thought, 
was  much  greater  now,  when  they  were  com- 
mencing  a  short  session. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  the  experience  of  the  Houre 
wtfs  directly- against  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  If  they 
agreed  to  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whok,  the  object  wonld  be  a  general  discussion, 
which  must  take  place  on  some  question;  and,  if 
it  took  place  now,  at  an  early  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, the  House  would  be  then  prepared  for  effi- 
cient legislation.  It  was  well  known  that  hardly 
any  business  was  ever  done  before  the  holy  da}  s; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  President's  message  were  now 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  gentlemen 
could  express  their  views  in  defence  of,  or  reply 
to,  the  topics  of  the  messagr;  and  the  Hou^e  would 
be  then  ready  for  business.  This  course,  it  must 
be  obvious,  would  expedite  the  public  business. 
He  thought  this  was  the  more  appropriate  mode, 
and  that  the  chair  man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  would  find  its  adoption  the  best  pol'cy. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  as  this  was  to  be  a 
»hort  session,  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  diflfer- 
ent  portions  of  the  measage  to  the  committees;  and 
those  members  of  the  House  who  desired  to  make 
speeches  upon  it  would  have  time  to  mature  their 
views,  and  the  discussion  would  then  be  interrst- 
ing.  If,  however,  there  were  any  gentlemrn  that 
would  rise  on  that  floor  and  say  they  were  anx 
ioos  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  message  gf  arr- 
ally,  he,  for  one,  as  far  as  his  vote  would  go,  would 
go  against  the  previous  que^tioD;  but,  if  there  was 
DO  gentleman  anxious  to  go  into  such  a  discussion, 
he  (Mr.  Jchi^on)  would  vote  for  the  proonsition  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  considering  it  the  wisest  cour&e  to  pursue^ 
especially  at  a  short  session. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  inquired  if  there  was  any,  and 
what,  disposition  to  be  made  o(  that  part  of  the 
message  respecting  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  laws  rel«*ting  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  .vaid  there  was,  and  thai  it  wxs 
proposed  to  refer  that  portion  of  the  message  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  shouLl  propose  that 
that  portion  of  the  message  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  sta'c  of  the  Union;  and 
his  reason  was,  that,  by  the  lu^es  of  the  House,  the 
bills  of  the  last  session  were  cominued  to  this;  and 
that  amongst  those  bills,  there  was  one  on  the  cal* 
endar  on  this  very  snhjri.t.  His  anxious  wish  was 
— he  did  not  know  how  far  the  House  wou'd  par- 
ticipate with  him — that  the  House  should  rteach 
this  subject  a«  sobn  as  possible,  that  the  country 
might  know  whether  there  wa*  any  prospect  of  a 
favorable  dispc sition  of  it.  The  most  expeditious 
and  the  fairest  way  was  to  take  up  the  bill  now  on 
the  calendar,  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  in  antici- 
pation of  the  ordinary  bills  of  the  session  from  the 
Cammiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  associate 
therewirh  the  portion  of  the  President's  message  to 
which  be  bad  alluded;  fad  the  Hoase  coald  then 


proceed  (o  the  discassioa  and  consideratiuo  of  that 
question,  in  relation  to  which  there  was  so  much 
expectation  throughout  the  country. 
.  The  SPE/Il^ER  put  the  question  on  the  motiot 
of  the  gentleman  trom  South  Carplina  [Mr.  Picx- 
ens]  to  refer  the  message  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hsuse;  and  it  was  negatived. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  propositiens  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  it  was  suggested  should  be  acted  upon  sepa- 
rately. 

When  the  motion  for  the  reference  of  so  moeh 
of  the  President');  message  as  related  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department  came  up  in  order,  (the  preceding 
proposition  having  been  agreed  to,) 

Mr.  CUSHING  renewed  his  motion  for  a  diti- 
sion  of  the  resolution,  so  that  the  portion  he  bad 
specified,  and  for  the  reasons  he  had  given,  might 
go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  had  been  pot  apon  a 
ground  which  was  not  tenable.  He  (Mr.  Fill- 
more)  bad  no  desire  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the 
way,  for,  on  the  contrary,  he  regretted  that  the 
subject  was  not  discussed  at  the  last  session.  The 
bill,  however,  was  now  on  the  calendar  as  one  of 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and,  therefore,  it  woaldbe  ia 
order  any  day  to  move  to  go  into  committee  on 
that  bill.  The  reference  of  the  message,  as  be  pro- 
posed, would  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  for  that  bill 
was  by  no  means  the  plan  of  tjje  Execative  Depart- 
ment. This  part  of  the  President's  message  then 
inight  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mean9,  and  the  House  might  still  go  on  with  the 
consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said,  if  the  plan  of  the  gentle- 
'  man  from  New  York,  for  the  simnltaneoos  con- 
sideration of  the  message  and  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  were  agreed  to,  and  he  (Mr.  CusatNo) 
should  move  to-morrow  to  go  into  committee  oa 
the  bill,  he  should  be  met  with  the  cry  of  "Oh ! 
wait;  for  this  matter  is  in  the  bands  of  a  standiog 
committee;  wait  until  we  get  their  report.*'  The 
gentleman's  course  was  an  illrgical  one. 

If  they. referred  this  subject  to  a  standing  com- 
mittee, notwithstanding  the  bill  was  before  the 
House,  they  must  expect  to  grt  something  froii 
that  committee.  But,  suppose  be  was  not  encoun- 
tered with  this  objection,  on  moving  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  in  that  committee 
he  should  be  encountered  with  the  objection 
that  this  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
standing  committee,  and  that  that  committee 
would  give  them  a  report  which  cngbt  to  be 
received  and  considered  before  this  subject  was 
disposed  of;  and  there  would  thus  be  an  impedi- 
ipent  to  the  despatch  (f  this  bill.  But,  for  a  fur- 
ther reason,  what  was  the  precise  object  cf 
the  gentlemin's  motion?  There  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  a  matured  bill,  which 
h&d  been  before  the  House  and  the  conatry 
fur  neatly  a  year;  but  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  raid  that  was  not  the  identical  plan  of 
the  Executive,  nor  the  precise  scheme  recommended 
by  the  President's  message.  Now,  it  was  imma- 
terial whether  there  was  more  or  less  difference; 
it  was  a  bill  reported  by  a  committee,  to  whom  a 
similar  recommendat.on  was  submitted;  and  he 
urged  upon  the  House  to  follow  out  that  course. 
The  House,  at  the  last  sessicn,  referred  this  mat- 
ter loa  committee  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  and 
they  deliberaied  and  reported  this  bill  to  the  House; 
and  now,  what  was  it  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  proposed?  Did  he  propose  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  of  the  friends  of  the  measure?  If  he 
were  proposing  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  he  would  be  performing  a 
wprk  of  supererogation,  for  ihey  had  before  them 
the  ideas  of  such  a  committee.  What,  then,  was 
the  object  of  the  gentleman?  Was  it.to  refer  it  to 
its  enemies  that  it  might  be  crushed  and  damned? 
Was  that  the  gentleman's  objci?  If  it  were,  be 
(Mr.  CosHiNo)  submitted  that  the  course  proposed 
was  not  a  just  or  a  fair  one;  it  was  against  the 
rules  of  all  fair  proceedings,  as  laid  down  in  the 
books  on  parliamentary  law;  and  he  therefore  ad- 
hered to  bis  original  views,  and  to  a  coars^  which 
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vfts  boUi  straightforward  and  eqoitablf .  He  hoped 
the  House  woald  refer  this  porrion  of  the  message 
10  the  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UoioBf  that  they  might  proceed  to  its  consideration 
ifith  ilie  bill  BOW  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  PiCKRNS  was  disposed  to  faror  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  MassachnsettP,  [Mr.  Cosn- 
iitoj  as  be  wished  to  give  the  Administration  a  fair 
bearing  before  the  country  on  this  great  measure, 
npon  which  they  had  staked  themselres.  He  was 
willing  that  the  reference  shonld  be  made  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  a  full  discassion 
might  be  had  npon  its  merits.  He  thought  it  due 
to  the  President,  and  but  an  act  of  fairness  and 
JBstice.  He  was  opposed  to  its  going  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  idthoogh  he  was  a 
member  of  that  committee;  not  because  they  were 
its  eneaue^,  (as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  said,)  for  of  that  he  knew  nothing;  but  be- 
caose  he  desired  the  friends  of  the  President,  who 
were  here  in  a  minority,  to  have  ample  scope  for  a 
fair  appeal  to  the  country  upon  a  measure  to  which, 
as  he  luderstood  it  now,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  utterly 
opposed.  He  did  not  know  what  shape  it  would 
assume;  bnt  he  could  not  ge  for  the  principles  of  a 
measure  which  looked  to  making  Government  pa- 
per, aa  a  permanent  system,  for  circulation. 

Mr.  ByERBTT  was  very  desirous  that  the  plan 
of  the  Executive  should  have  a  fair  examination. 
*  It  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  its  friends, 
and  they  damned  it;  and  he  now  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  be  should  have  no  objection  that  they  be  in- 
stmeted  to  report  the  bill  of  the  Eiepntive,  that  a 
direct  vote  might  be  taken  upon  it* 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL,  after  a  few 
remarks,  which  were  inauJibie  at  ihe  reporter*s 
desk,  observed  that  he  irished  to  Rive  this  measure 
the  direetion  which  its  fiiends  preferred;  but  be  first 
drsirsd  to  know  from  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnaetts,  [Mr.  Cushiiio,]  whether  there  was  any 
difference  between  the  bill  reported  by  the  select 
committee  at  the  last  session,  and  the  plan  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  President;  and,  if  so,  in  what  the 
difference  consisted. 

Mr^^CUSHING  said  that  that  was  one  of  those 
qnestions  which  cbnld  not  be  answered  by  yes  or 
no;  it  mast  be  answered  by  a  statement  of  facts; 
and,  if  the  House  would  permit  him,  he  would 
make  such  an  explanation  as  h^  doubted  not  would 
be  aatiafactory  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  IKGERSOLL  wished  to  know  whether  the 
plans  were  the  same  in  principle. 

flCr.  GUSHING  said  that  he  would  be  glad  to 
answer  that  qaestion,  if  the  House  would  permit 
Urn.  No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  went  on 
to  say,  that  the  bill  recommended  by  the  President, 
and  the  one  reported  by  the  select  committee,  were 
substaalially  the  fanie  in  proposing  a  certain  plan 
of  finance.  They  difll'ered,  however,  in  two  points; 
and  these  were  in  regard  to  the  proportion  the  bills 
10  be  issued  are  to  bear  to  the  specie  on  hand,  and 
in  regard  to  exchanges.  The  bill  of  the  House 
allowed  the  issue  cnly  of  notes,  dollar  for  dollar  of 
specie  on  hand;  while  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  allowed  the  issue  o(  three  dollars  of 
notes  for  every  dollar  of  sprcie.  A^ain:  ihe  bill 
of  the  select  committee  excluded  all  deaUogs  in 
exchange,  except  such  r.s  might  be  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Guvemmeni;  while  the  Treasury  plan  proposed  to 
authorize  the  dealing  in  exchanges. 

Mr.  B0TT3  called  Mr.  C.  to  order,  on  th<- 
ground  that  be  was  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  bad  been  permitted,  by  the  general 
consent  of  the  House,  to  make  an  explanati<^n  in 
deiail;  and  thai,  therefore,  he  hxd  a  right  to  go  on. 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed  that  he  had  exolained 
what  the  two  material  differences  were  in  the  two 
exchequer  bill«;  and  he  would  only  add  that  there 
were  a  few  other  differences,  which  were  qnestions 
merely  of  maehin^ry,  dpiaib,  dkc. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  expressed  his  ihwnks  to 
<be  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for  giving  him 
all  the  explanation  he  desired.  He  would  then  say 
that  be  would  vote  for  the  reference  to  the  Com  • 


mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  President^  pro- 
ject, as  he  wa::  decidedly  and  immovably  oppoaied 
to  it;  but  be  had  no  objection  to  the  reference  of 
the  bill  of  the  select  committee  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  because  h'i  believed  that 
something  might  be  made  of  it.  He  was  opposed 
to  it  for  another  reason:  he  was  opposed  to  any 
treasury  plan  that  originated  with  the  Executive; 
for  he  thought  it  high  lime  that  thi;;  House  should 
resume  the  rif>ht,  of  which  it  had  divested  itself,  of 
beginning  such  matters  here. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  so  as  to  commit 
the  subject  te  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  plan  of  finance  presented  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry  at  the  last  session,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  President;  and  also  that  the  coin- 
mittee  report  their  opinio^  whether  said  bill  ought 
to  pass. 

Mr.  HOLMES  expressed  his  astonishment  that, 
on  a  measure  which,  of  all  others,  required  the 
most  mature  deliberation — a  measure  which  was 
proposed  for  remedying  all  the  evils  which  have 
afflicted  the  country,  and  a  measure  which,  if  it 
should  ever  come  up  for  discussion,  would  draw  to 
it  all  the  financial  ability  and  the  acumen  of  Ihe 
greatest  minds  in  the  House — a  proposition  should 
be  made,  by  way  of  instructions,  which  was  to 
decide  it  at  once.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  motion,  as,  in  principle,  it  violated  all  the  es- 
tablished piactices  of  the  House.  He  wished  a  de- 
cision on  this  important  subject  to  be  made  after 
a  free  and  ample  discussion,  and  not  in  advance, 
by  giving  instructiouK  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  preferred  a  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  bill  and  messuage  should  go  to  the  same 
committee.  If  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  would  be  then  in  the 
power  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  move  to 
refer  the  plan  of  Ihe  Select  Committee  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  thus  the  two  plans  could 
be  nnder  discussion  at  the  same  time,  and  the  one 
selected  that  might  be  found  to  be  the  most  de- 
sirable. 

In  regard  to  the  exchequer  scheme,  he  thought 
there  should  be  some  decision  on  it,  one  way  or 
other,  before  the  dose  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CUS{IING  here  modified  his  motion,  so  as 
to  strike  out-  the  second  resolution  of  Mr.  Fill- 
MORK,  and  insert  his  amend paent  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  observed  that  it  would 
then  be  in  order  for  him  to  move  to  amend  the* 
original  resolution  before  it  wa^t  stricken  our,  and 
he  therefore  offered  his  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  struck  him  as  a  singular 
moJe  of  offering  an  amendment.  At  the  very 
moment,  (aid  Mr.  W.,  we  are  for  referring 
the  matter  to  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  reporting  which  plan  ot  finance  is 
the  best,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  was  for  de- 
ciding it  at  once,  by  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  one  particular  plan,  and 
no  o*hfr.  Instead  of  deliberating  on  this  important 
question,  the  gentleman  propo&ed  (hat  they  should 
riispenje  with  deliberpition;  and  ye»,  forsoo'h,  h? 
did  not  propose  to  offer  any  opinion^  on  ihe 
subject.  If  he  wanted  to  make  experiments 
on  »hl8  body,  why  not  put  it  at  once  into  the 
receiver,  as  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts? The  gentleman  could  best  accomplish 
his  obj^-cts  by  concurring  in  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ma^'sachnsests,  and  going  into  a  dis- 
cushion  (f  the  subject  in  Committee  if  the  Whole. 
Gentlemen  seemed  to  have  waked  up,  all  at  oncp, 
to  iho  exchequer  bill.  This  time  twelve  months 
ago,  the  President  recommended  the  exchequer 
plan;  and  it  was  (parliament? ry  law  being,  in  ihat 
instance,  obeervcd)  referred  to  a  committee  of  its 
friends  under  the  vain  hope  that  they  never  would 
be  able  to  agree  upon  a  report.  A  report,  how- 
ever— and  an  elaborate  one,  tor— was  made;  and 
from  that  time  to  this,  no  further  action  had  been 
had  on  it.  We  do  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  ask  you  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  select  committee;  but  we  do 
9ay  that  it  is  just  as  good  a  nucleu&— just  as  good 
a  foundation  to  build  on— as  any  that  could  be  pro- 


posed, unless  gentlemen  wished  to  mature  a  plan 
out  of  the  House,  instead  of  in  the  House.  He 
cared  not,  personally,  how  this  subject  was  dispoped 
of;  but  he  submitted  to  the  House,  that  the  views 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
urging  the  justice  and  propriety  of  couMdcricg  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  the  report  of  the  select 
ceaimiltee  of  the  last  session,  was  the. most  condu- 
cive to  the  despatch  of  business. 

Mr.  EVERETT  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose  that  there  was  danger  lest  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  form  a 
bill  out  of  the  House.  He  had  no  apprehension 
of  any  such  danger.  The  only  plan  that  would 
be  reported,  would  be  that  of  the  Executive.  He 
thought  that  the  Executive  had  not  been  fairly 
dealt  by,  and  had  reason  to  complain.  Therefore 
he  fished  the  plan  or  .exchequer  system  of  the 
President  to  be  brought  before  the  House  for  its 
action. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  suggested  that,  if  it 
was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Everett]  to  bring  the  House  lo  a  ie$t  at 
once,  he  had  better  modify  his  proposition,  by 
moving  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
instead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Afeans. 
The  committee  might  report  the  bill;  and  if  there 
was  a  majority  for  it,  in  one  hour  it  might  be 
passed.  Yet  be  (Mr.  J.)  was  not  anxious  to  force 
others  to  a  decision  at  once.  He  had  not  himself 
examined  the  plans  and  reports,  except  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  which  he  might  be 
inclined  to  give  his  vote,  if  for  either. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  EV- 
ERETT and  JOHNSON, 

Mr.  PICKEN3  inquired  whether  he  was  to  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  from  Vermont  as  moving 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  the  bill  prepared 
by  Ihe  select  committee  of  last  session,  or  that  by 
the  Secrfeiary  ff  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that  he  meant  the  bill  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  PICKENS  remarked  that,  if  so,  by  voting 
for  the  instructions  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evebett,]  he  should  be  con- 
strued as  having  ccmmiiied  himself  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  (Cries  of  No.)  Gentlemen  might 
think  otherwife;  but  »uch  he  imagined  would  be 
the  inference  from  the  House  journals  twenty 
years  hence. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  there  was  no  in- 
stance of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  bren 
instructed  to  report  a  particular  bill.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  report 
bills  which  had  previously  come  from  the  Standing 
or  select  committee:?  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Everett]  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  reference.  He 
saw  no  good  that  could  be  answered  by  such  posi- 
tive ioAiructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  That  committee  would  have  ^he  whole 
sabjeci  before  them,  and  he  thought  their  hands 
should  not  be  bound.  He  was  in  favor  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity  to  make  a  leport. 

Mr.  J.  G.  FLOYD,  after  an .  inquiry  as  to  the 
qnestion  before  the  House,  proceeded  to  say  Ihat, 
as  h^  understood  the  pailiaraentary  rule,  it  was 
customary  that  propobitienii;  from  the  Executive 
shou'd  be  referred  to  committers  friendly  to  their 
adoption.  Indeed,  ihis  w&s  the  only  practicable 
method  of  legislation.  Now,  this  was  a  proposi- 
tion to  refer  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
messpge  of  the  President  lo  the  Comminee  of  Ways 
and  Means — a  committee  which  was  wrll  linder- 
stood  to  be  unfavorable  to  their  adoption.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  course;  neither  did  be  think  it  just 
to  instroct  the  committee  to  report  the  identical 
mea»urfi  formf  riy  recommended  by  the  President. 
The  more  proper  courae  was.to  refer  that  part  of  the 
message  relating  to  the  exchequer  plan  to  a  com- 
mittee of  itsfriendl,  who  would  give  it  the  fairest 
consideration,  and  bring  out  every  argument  in  its 
favor. 

He  would  refer  the  House  to  a  passage  in  the 
speecJ)  of  a  former  distingni.<hed  member,  which 
contained,  as  he  conceived,  the  proper  doctrine. 
This  speech  was  made  by  the  Hon.  John  Bell,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  first  sesaion  of  the  l?6tl| 
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Congress,  and  was  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina;  [Mr  Pjckbn$J  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  committtes.  The 
groand  taken  was,  that  tlie  Execaiive  thonld  have 
proper  committees  to  report  upon  its  recommen- 
dations. [He  here  read  the  passage  alluded  t&.] 
It  had  thus  seemed  to  the  distinguished  member 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  that  there  were  certain 
commi^t^es  which  came  more  in  contact  with  the 
Executive  than  others;  and  these  c6mmit(ees  should 
^  constituted  of  a  majority  of  its  friend^.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  inquire  how  far  the  present  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  had  conformed  to  this  idea  of  Mr. 
Bell,  of  appointing  committees  with  a  view  to  their 
co-operation  with  the  Executive.  He  had  only  de- 
signed to  cite  this  authority,  and  *efer  to  the  former 
practice  of  the  House.  With  these'  views,  he 
should  ,vote  against  the  preposition  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  favor  of 
that  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  withdrew  his  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  exchequer  bill  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  here  called  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  of  striking  out  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Fill- 
more,  and  inserting  th«  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
CnusHiHO;  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  striking 
out,  and  then  upon  inserting. 

The  SPEAKER,  however,  subsequently  decided 
that,  accordiDg  to  the  48ih  rule  of  the  House,  a  mo- 
tion to  ftrike  out  and  insert  was  indivisible. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  SAid  he  would  make  an 
explanation  as  to  the  vote  he  should  give  on  the 
present  occasion,  which^  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
,  apply  to  others  as  well  as  himself.  It  was  true, 
that  it  was  parliamentary  to  refer  executive  propo- 
sitions to  their  friends;  but  this  rale  did  not  here 
apply.  The  reason  of  the  rule  was  to  prevent  the 
suppression  of  imponanl  measures,  by  refer  ring 
them  to  inimical  committees^  In  the  present  case, 
the  measure  had  already  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  its  friends,  and  a  bill  reported.  He  could 
not  say  how  he  should  vote  upon  ih?  measure — 
whether  for  or  against  it:  that  would  depeud  upon 
the  details  which  it  might  contain.  He  thought  it 
best  to  submit  it  to  as  ihach  examination  as  possi- 
ble, both  for  and  asrainst  it. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man contemplated  thnt  the  Hou^e  should  wait  un- 
til the  Committee  of  Ways  Hud  Means  had  made 
a  report  before  it  proc»»eded  to  take  action  upon  the 
subjects  recommended  in  the  me^a°e  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  J»aid,  No.  The  House 
might  go  on  and  discuss  the  measure;  but  might  be 
relieved  by  the  report,  which  would  come  in  du- 
ring the  discussion.  It  was  a  matter  of  vast  im* 
portance  to  the  country,  and  he  saw  no  obj-^cion 
to  having  it  examined  by  men  both  in  favor  of, 
.  and  opposed  to,  its  adoption. 

The  question  wa!>  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tushinq's 
motion  to  strike  out  "ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,**  and  insert  *'ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stattf  of  the  Union,''  as  the  committee  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  consider  the  portion  of  the 
message  relating  to  a  re-organ  zation  of  the  Treas- 
nry  Deptriment,  and  the  establishment  of  an  ex- 
chequer system.  The  House  refused  to  strike  out 
and  insert — yeas  IQO,  nays  105,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Athcrton.  Barton,  Beeaon,  Blaclr, 
Bowne,  Brewster.  Charles  Brown.  Burlce,  William  Butler,  Wit- 
liam  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Catdweli.  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  JoIid 
Campbell,  Gary,  Chapman,  CliflTord.  Clinton.  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cushing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davip,Dawi5on,I)can,  Doan,  Dole, 
Bistnran,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  0. 
A.  FloyJ,  Fornttnce,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goff?in,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  GuBtine,  Jfl.irris,  Ilastingf^  Haya, 
Hopkins,  Ilouck.  tloaston,  Hubard,  TTudsuin,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.Ingersoll,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  W.  C.  Johnson,  C.  .ftihnson, 
John  W.  Jtnes,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Liulefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  M  Kay,  McKeon,  Mai- 
lory,  Mirchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mitchell,  Monis, 
Newlian),  Parmentcr,  Patiidge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Head,  Rencher,  Reynold?,  Riggs,  Rogers.  R<K>seveli,  Sanford, 
Stunders,  Shaw,  William  Smith,  Snyder.  Sprigir.  Steenrod, 
Sumter,  Sweney,  Jicob  Thompson,  Y.in  Buren,  Ward,  Wat- 
Uraon,  Weftbrook,  Christopher  If.  Williams,. Wise,  and  Wood 
—100.  . 

NaY8 -Messrs.  Adam?,  Alien,  LandafT  VV.  Andrews,  Sher 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ayciigg,  Babcock,  Balrer,  Bernard, 
BirdMye,   Blair,   Boardmao,    Borden,  Boita,   Boye,   Briggs, 


Brockway,  Bronsnn,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buroell, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  -Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Casey,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James 
Cooper.  Coi^en,  Cranston.  Garrett  Davis,  Debeiry,  John 
Edwards,  EvereU,  Fesseuden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Fos- 
ter, Gamble,  Gates,  Giddings,  Granger,  Hall,  Ualsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Ltne,  Linn,  McKennan, 
Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  MathSot,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oslmrne, 
Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powcn,  Ramsev,  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, Rayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russiel^  James  M. 
Russell,  SaIionstal|,Shepperd,Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly, 
Siokely,  Siratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Bummers,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillioghaat,  Tomlinson, 
Triplet!,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil. 
liams,  Winthrop,  Yorke^  Augustus  Young,  an4  John  Young 
^105. 

The  remainiog  resolutions  of  reference  (except 
the  last)  were  adopted  nem^  con. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  moved  to  refer  so  much  of 
the  messagre  as  relates  to  the  remission  of  Qeneral 
Jackson^  fine,  to  a  select  committee,  instead  of  the 
Ck>mmittee  on  the  Judiciary,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Fillmore's  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOBNSON  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, insirociini^  the  committee  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  a  bill 
had  already  been  reported  at  the  last  session,  and 
now  remained  en  the  calendar. 

Mr.  IRWIN  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  pro- 
pose the  reference  of  the  aabjfct  to  the  Committee 
of  (he  Whole  Huuse,  which  now  had  charge  of  the 
bill  reported  for  the  remission  of  the  fine. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  shonld  like  to 
have  the  motion  amended.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  be  instracted  to  act  withoat  delay. 
[Laughter.]  ' 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union»< 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
niys;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted — ^yeas  97, 
nays  103,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Uessrs.  Arrtn^ton,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Blacic, 
Bownar  Boyd,  Brewster,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patri  k  C.  Caldwell. 
John  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford, Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cofiper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  R.  I>. 
Davis,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig.  Eistman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egl>ert, 
Ferris,  John  Q.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Qerry, 
Gilmer,  Patiick  O.  Goode,  William  O.  Gtoode,  Gordon,  Gus. 
line,  Harris.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous* 
ton,  Hubarcl,  Hunter,  Ctiarles  J.  Ingersoll,  William.  W.  Irwin, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Juhnsnn,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Liitlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medill, 
Moore,  Newhard,  Parmentcr,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  PI u* 
mer,  Ramsey,  Ilead,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit, 
Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanlord,  Saunders,  Shaw,  William 
Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thoropcon, 
Turtiey,  Ward,  Waiterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Wise,  and 
Wood-97. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  LamlaflTW.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Ay crigg,  3abcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Baruio, 
Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Briffgs,  B.ockway, 
Bronwm,  Jeren)iah  Brown,  Bumell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis,  Del»erry,  Everett, 
Fcfsenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence'  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates, 
Giddings,  Goggin,  Granger,  Hall,  Halstpd,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hudsou,  Hunt,  James  Irvin.  James.  Isaac  D.  Jon«s,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Thomss  F.  Marshall,  Sam* 
son  Mason,  MaihiotMa  tocks.  Maxwell,  Mnynard,  Meriwether, 
Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Ortbornc.  Owsley,  Pearc*, 
Pendleton,  P.»pe, Powell,  Benjamin  Randall,  Raynsr,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  Vfm.  Russell,  J.  M.  Russell,  Saltonslall,  Shepperd, 
Slad«,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Slokely,  Siratton,  Alexander  H. 
H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuatt,  Summera,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thomp. 
son,  Richard  W.  Thompsoo,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Trifileit,  Trumbull,  Unuerwoo<l,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallacci, 
Warren,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Christopher  H.  Wi|. 
Iiamr>.  Josfoh  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yurke,  Augustus  Young, 
and  John  Young— 103. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole}  and  Mr.  Fillmcre^s  lavt  rcTolntion, 
reftirrinz  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
ciary,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  READ  asked  lea\e  to  offer  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, but  withdrew  them  upon  objection  being 
made  to  thfir  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN^offered  the  following  reso- 
lationi 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  ss  ro- 
tates to  the  continuance  of  the  improvements  of  the  navigation 
of  our  Western  waters  and  the  lake  harbors,  so  far  as  retales  to 
unfinished  works,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wayg  and 
Means:  and  so  far  as  the  same  may  relate  to  new  work^  on  the 
Wi'steirn  waters,  to  the  Committee  nn  Roa-ls  and  Canals;  aod  (o 
new  improvements  in  lake  and  other  harbors,  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R,  W.  THOMPSON  moved  ^o  strike  oat 
*'Roads  and  Canals,"  ana  insert  "a  select  com- 
mittee.** 


Mr.  SPRIGJG  offered  an  amendment,  (the  por- 
port  of  which  conld  not  be  definitely  gathered,)  and 
briefly  explained  its  object. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentlemaih  from  Kentockf  was  too  compli- 
cated to  be  appended  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylyanja  [Mr.  Ikwin.]  He  would 
therefore  suggest  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky  should  withdraw  it,  or  move  that  it  be  laid 
apon  the  table  until  it  could  be  printed.  It  seemed, 
however,  to  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  that  if  the  gentleman 
wished  to  get  the  information,  he  bad"  better  direct 
his  amendment  as  a  resolution  to  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, from  whom  the  information  conld  be 
obtained  more  expeditiously. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  amendment  embraced  a 
subject  foreign  to  the  original  proposition,  and 
therefore  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  made  some  observations 
on  the  propriety  of  referring  this  whole  snbject  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  regretted  to  ctea 
proposition  so  interesting  to  his  State  embarrassed 
and  encumbered  with  such  an  amendment;  and  be 
predicted  that  the  session  would  pass  away  before 
its  object  could  be  accomplislied,  if  the  design  of 
its  mover  should  prevail.  There  was  much  in  the 
amendment  about  which  he  should  like  to  hear  all 
that  conld  be  said;  bnt  to  append  it  to  the  motion 
before  the  House,  wonld  only  create  emtmrrass- 
ment.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld 
withdraw  bis  proposition.  He  (Mr.  T.)  thea 
moved  the  reference  of  the  subjects  embraced  in 
the  original  motion  to  a  select  committee,  to  be 
composed  of  gentlemen  from  the  several  portions 
of  the  Union  immediately  interested  in  it,  that 
there  might  be  obtained  an  expression  of  opinioa 
from  Western  and  Southwestern  gentlemen. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained,  tnd  justified  the 
reference  to  the  three  enumerated  standing  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  accordmgly  agreed  so  to 
modifj^  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  SPRTGG  explained. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  whatever  diversity  of 
opinion  there  might  exist  in  that  House  as  ta  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  several 
points  of  the  country  by  Federal  money,  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  on  this  points 
that  it  was  better  to  preserve  the  country  before 
they  improved  it.  From  the  President's  message, 
they  learned  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  the  treasury,  and,  therefore,  it 
should  first  occupy  their  attention  hour  they  were 
to  provide,  and  whether  they  conld  provide  enoagh 
to  carry  on  theirgreat  system.  But,  with  this  de- 
ficit in  the  treasury  before  them,  gentlemen  were 
starling  their  projects  of  improvements  in  the  har- 
bors and  the  Western  waters,  without  once  conskler- 
ing  whether  they  could  exist  as  a  Union—- not  for 
want  of  sentiment  to  rally  around  the  Union,  butfor 
want  of  aliment  to  sustain  it.  Considering  the 
present  position  of  tbe  treasury,  and  the  deficieney 
of  ways  and  means,  he  moved  to  lay  the  resola- 
tion  and  all  the  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  na)S  were  called  for,  but  not  or- 
dered; and  the  motion  to  lay  on  ihe  table  wtt 
negatived. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  TfirMPSON]  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  select 
committee  wa.<«  aUo  negatived. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  withdrew  his  amendment;  and, 
after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Mr.  PICKENS,  and  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

Mr.  Irwin's  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The.  House  then  adjourned. 

In  addition  to  the  members  already  announced 
a^  presenf,  he  following  appeared  in  their  places 
to  day: 

Messrs.  Landafp  W.  Amdrews,  E  J.  Bucx, 
George  B.  Ciar,  (erroneously  stated  to  have  beea 
present  on  the  first  day  of  the5ession,)  CAROTHXlts, 
John  Campbell,  W.  B  Campbell,  I  D.  Johcs, 
Lane,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Jr hh  P(  pe,  J.  T.Stuart, 
David  Wallace,  John  Youno,  Philip  Triplbtt, 
and  A.  C.  DodgBi  delegate. 
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Mr.  CevBAO,  of  Lonicians}  Mr.  Choate,  of 
Mi^cbosetb;  and  Mr,  McRobbrts,  o(  Illinois, 
appetred  in  ibeir  »eat«  \<y>dzy. 

The  PRESIDENT  jtro  ttm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  ihe. petition  of  Benjamin  FrankUo,  praying  for 
a  Dttal  pension:  referred  (o  the  Committee  on  Na- 
ral  Affairs. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  eommnnicatioQ 
from  Charles  F.  Mayer  of  Baltimore,  covering  a 
copy  of  ibeproceedirgsof  a  aeetins;  held  in  that 
diy,  of  the  claimants  for  indemnity  for  spoliations 
CDBOiiited  by  the  French  prior  to  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commanicaiion 
from  the  Navy  Departmem,  in  compliance  with 
the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  89th  May, 
1830,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Pnbions,  containing  a  list  of  the  names  of  penons 
who  have  applied  for  relief  under  the  naval  pen- 
»cD  laws,  and  whose  claims  wtre  rejected,  and  the 
reasons  for  rejecting  the  same;  which  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BAYARD,  ordered  to  hn  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  Alexander  Vattemare,  in  relation  to  certain 
dccsments  printed  by  order  of  the  Chamber  of 
Peers  of  France,  It nd  by  them  ordered  to  be  trans- 
Bitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  referred  to  the 
Commiiiee  on  the  Library,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  ^ 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  frcm  the 
Board  of  Common  Coancil  of  the  city  of  Alex- 
aadria,  praying  certain  amendments  to  their  char* 
icr;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Di&triet  of  Columbia. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papera  of  Franda  Casetu  b«  taken  fiom 
Ae&le«ef  ihe  Seoate,  and  referred  to  (he  CumniUtee  on  the 
itiuuxj. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
frajing  Congress  to  pass  a  law  adopting  the  ware- 
hoosing  system  as  a  part  of  the  revenue  system. 
Mr.  W.  remarked  that  the  memorial,  coming  from 
^ctieal  merchants,  no  doubt  contained  many 
tofgestions  which  might  be  valuable  to  Congress 
ib  its  action  upon  this  snbj^ct;  he  therefore  moved 
that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Fiaanee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  hoped  the  Senator  from 
K<«  York  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  refer- 
eice  for  the  present.  The  warehousing  system 
was  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and,  primarily, 
was  a  subject  of  commercial  poliry,  and  not  of' 
kaace;  and  should  therefore,  when  referred,  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  He  hoped  the  Sen- 
ator would  let  the  matter  be  printed,  and  leave 
the  question  of  reference  for  future  consideration 

Mr.  WRIGHT  bad  no  objection  to  the  course 
sBggcsled;  and  the  question  of  reference  was  post- 
ptioed  until  after  the  document  ihall  have  been 
printed. 

BOARD  OF  BXCHEaUBR. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  agreeably  to  notice,  and 
OD  leave,  introduced  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  sev- 
eral acu  establishing  the  Treasury  Department; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  printed; 
and, 

On  the  further  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  who  said  the 
hill  was  precisely  of  the  same  character  ai  that  in- 
troduced by  him  at  th<%  la^t  session,  it  was  post- 
poned till  Tuesday  two  weeks,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day.  « 

THE  PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE. 

The  President's  message  was  then  taken  up,  and 
referred  asfoDows: 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  so  much  as  rela'ed 
tofittance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  foreign  affairs  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
RelatieBS. 

Ob  aiotion  by  Mr.  LINN,  so  much  as  related  to 
improvements  in  the  Western  waters  to  Ihe  Qom- 
■iitee  on  Roads  and  Cansls. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  so  much 


as  rela'ed  to  commerce  and  navigation  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  Commerce. 

Co  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  so  much. 
as  related  to  the  public  domain  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  naval  affairs  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  so  much 
ss  related  to  military  affairs  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AAiirs;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  so  much  as  related 
to  Indian  affairs  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  fronv  Com- 
mander Charles  Ridgely,  praying  that  certain  al- 
lowances may  be  made  to  him  in  the  settlemmt  of 
his  aeconnts^n  the  Navy  Department;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Messr-.  EVANS.  LINN,  GR  AH  AM.CHOATE, 
FULTON,  and  KING,  severally  gave  notice  that 
they  would,  on  to-rat  rrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
certain  billF. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Eliza- 
beth Lawson,  only  child  and  heir  of  the  late  Gen. 
E.  W.  Ripley,  praying  the  payment  of  the  amount 
of  a  certain  verdict  obtained  against  the  United 
Slates  by  her  father:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims- 
Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing .the  establishiog  of  a  post-ronte  from  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  to  Steubenville,  Ohio:  refer* 
red  to  the  Ccmmiliee  on  the  Post  Office  antjl  Post 
Roads. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE.. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sialker  &> 
Hill;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  PORTER,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  a  bill  relating  to  the  offices  of 
surveyors  general  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  the  following  jobt  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  for  the  present, 
viz! 

R£0olt>ed  by  the  S'enate,  (the  ffouee  of  Repreeentativee 
ixmcitrrin^,)  That  the  fullowiDg  he  added  to  the  joint  mlee  of 
the  two  Houaec: 

Whenever  a  claim  against  the  United  States,  of  any  deflorip. 
tion,  baa  iMen,  or  shall  l>e.  presented  to  either  Honee,  and  re* 
furred  to  a  committee,  and  such  committee  shall  have  made  a 
report  in  writing  sfalnst  ihe^lloWance  of  the  claim,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  concurred  in  by  such  House.  It  shall  not 
t>e  in  opler  to  revive  the  consideration  of  such  claim  in  that 
House,  at  the  same  or  any  futiure  session  of  Congress,  eitiier  by 
hill,  resolution,  petition,  or  otherwise;  except  upon  a  memorial 
of  the  claimant,  first  setting  forth,  upon  affidavit,  that  he  baa 
discovered  new  evidence  in  support  of  his  claim  sbce  the  de* 
ciflion  against  it,  and  a  statement  of  the  substance  of  such  evi- 
der)ce;  or,  second,  assigning  specific  errors  in  the  report  of  U>e 
committee  adverse  to  it,  and  a  certificate  of  a  member  of  that 
Bouse  that  he  iMlieves  that  the  former  decision  was  erroneous 
as  charged  in  said  memorial:  Provid'dy  That  an  order  dis- 
charging a  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  a  claim, 
aliall  10  nowise  require  compliance  with  the  role. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  resolution- introduced  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
TiLLMiDOE,  itoslructiog  ihe  Committee  on  The  Ju- 
diciary to*  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  calling  on 
the  Secrefary  of  State  to  elicit  from  the  Judiciary 
department,  snd  report  to  Congress  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, all  the  information  that  might  be  obtained  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  act,  came  up  in 
its  order;  when 

Mr.  KING  said  it  appeared  to  him  that,  if  they 
w«re  to  wait  for  the  information  called  for  by  this 
resolution,  the  whole  session  would  probably  be 
consumed  before  they  could  act  upon  the  subject 
of  the  repeal  of  that  law.  A  very  great  delay  in 
procuring  the  Information  sought  for  would  be  In- 
evitable; and  the  matter  would  necesrarily  go  over 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He  asked  if  it 
was  the  design  of  the  honorable  Senator  to  give  the 
matter  the  go-by,  in  this  manner,  until  the  next 
session?  Such,  in  his  (Mr.  Kilters)  opinion,  would 
be  the  eflfect  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution;  and 
he  could  not,  therefore,  vole  for  it  in  its  present 
form. 

Mr.  TAl«LMADGE  said,  in  presenting  the  res- 


olution, he  had  designed  it  as  a  resolution  of  ioqui- 
ry,  for  information  to  be  laid  before  the  Judicial  j 
Committee  at  the  next  session.  Hiat  was  the 
original  form  of  the  resolution;  but,  at  ihe  sugges- 
tion of  some  honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  iiJor- 
mation  had  bet!er  be  obtained  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble, he  had  modified  it  in  accordance  with  those 
suggestions.  He  did  not  anticipate  any  such  delay 
as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  seemed  to 
apprehend.  He  thought  it  was  trery  important  that 
the  information  should  be  obtained.  If  thj  Senate, 
however,  8h«^uld  consider  it  desirable  to  proceed 
without  it,  it  would  be  equally  in  their  power  to  do 
so  as  if  the  resolution  bad  not  been  passed.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  there  wonld  be  no  objection 
to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  there  was  one  partic- 
ular in  the  resolution  which  appeared  to  him  some- 
what objectionable,' inasmuch  as  it  wonld  lead  to  a 
very  voluminous  report,  as  it  required  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  a  report  of  all  the  points  which 
have  been  decided  by  the  courts  under  the  late 
bankrupt  act.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
matter  for  the  .employment  of  lawyers,  rather 
than  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  The 
report  wooW  be  a  y^jj  cosily  one,  and  a  very 
usele&s  one,  as  far  as  the  public  were  con- 
cerned. He  considered,  nevertheless,  it  was  ioa- 
portent  that  they  should  possess  (he  inforofation 
railed  for  by  the  resolution,  whether  the  law  were 
repealed  at  this  session  or  not;  and  he  would  there-' 
fure  vote  for  the  resolution,  indulging,  at  the  same 
time,  the  amicipaiion  that  the  law  would  be  re- 
pealed; for  he  was  well  convinced  that  the  public 
opinion  was  against  it.  especialjy  in  his  own  State. 
There  had  been  strong  indications  in  that  State 
that  the  public  opinion  was  against  it.  As  for 
himself,  he  had  supposed  that  a  temporary  bank* 
rupt  law  was  better  suited  to  the  condition  of  the 
country  than  a  permanent  system,  and  had  conse- 
quently preferred  originally  a  bill  limited  in  point 
of  duration.  This  bill  had  had  a  limited  duration, 
and  it  had  accomplished^  in  his  opiniCn,  the  pur- 
poses of  humanity.  He  desired  to  be  informed 
what  number  had  been  relieved  by  it.  That  there 
had  been  abuses,  he  had  no  doubt,  as  must  be  the 
case  in  the  epeiation  of  all  human  laws.  This  being 
the  case,  and  opnion  prevailing  very  much  against 
the  law,  he  should  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote 
for  its  repeal.  Yet  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
for  this  resolution,  provided  it  were  amended  so  as 
to  prevent  the  necessity  for  procuring  a  voluminous 
report  of  the  various  points  argued  and  determined 
under  the  operation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  resolution  did  not 
call  for  arguments  of  the  court,  ot  details  of  opin* 
ion  on  the  various  pomts  decided;  but  simply  the 
points  themselves.  The  law  officers,  no  doubt, 
would  give  these  in  the  most  concise  form.  He 
had  inserted  in  the  resolution  the  words  "points 
decided;^'  and,  in  doing  so,  he  meant  to  have  ex- 
cluded opinions  and  decisions  in  detail.  He  would 
not  then  detain  the  Senate  in  any  diA>cussion  as  to 
whether  the  law  had  fulfilled  its  humane  objects, 
or  as  to  whether  public  opinion  was  in  favor  of 
its  repeal;  but  when  the  subject  again  came  up  for 
consideration,  he  would  show  that,  wherever  its 
practical  operation  was  known  and  felt,  the  law 
did  not  meet  with  public  disapprobation;  ro  far 
from  it,  many  who  were  opposed  to  its  passage, 
having  witnessed  its  practical  operation,  had  come 
to  b«  decidedlv  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  sqggested  to  the  Senator  from 
NewYorlr  [Mr.  Tallmadoe]  the  propriety  of  ac- 
cepting the  modification  recommended  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittendbii.]  He 
conceived  the  object  which  his  friend  from  New 
York  had  in  view  would  be  folly  attained  by  the 
call  on  the  judicial  officers  for  information  relative 
to  the  number  and  decisions  of  cases  acted  upoh. 
Those  officers  cannot  make  the  required  reports 
without  adverting  to  the  points  of  decision. 
He  (Mr  B.)was  desirous  that  the  Senator  f^m 
New  York  should  accept  the  proposed  modifiea- 
tion  of  the  resoluiion,  because  it  would  certainly 
simplify  the  inquiry,  and  facilitate  the  making  of 
the  reports.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  obtain, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  the  fullest  information  in 
relation  to  the  actual  operatipn  of  the  law*    FoTi 
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tiesidcs  (headrocates  of  ibat  measure,  and  these 
not  origioally  its  advocates,  bnt  now  desirous  of 
its  oomiDQancc,  there  are  many  who  are  in  favor  of 
apermanent  bankrapt  law,«ho  do  notapprove  of  (he 
present  act,  abd  are  anxious  to  have  some  considera- 
ble modifications  mads-^such  as  its  practical  opera- 
tion may  have  suggested  the  necessity  of.  [t  was  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  such  pe*'sons  to  present 
their  Tiews  upon  information  promptly  furnished, 
and  without  being  subjected  to  the  delay  which 
would  arise  from  (be  effects  of  the  resolution  in  its 
original  form,  th&t  he  wished  (o  see  it  modified  ac- 
cording to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  TAXLMADGE  said  he  would  accept  the 
modification  suggested. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  read. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  suggested  a  fuitber  modification, 
in  effect  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  report 
to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  the  reports  and  re- 
sponses to  the  lesoiution,  as  soon  as  received  by 
him. 

This  modification  was  also  accepted;  and  the 

reioludon,  as  modified,  was  then  read  as  follows, 

and  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  do  communicate,  with 
all  convenient  despatch,  with  ihe  judicial  ofRocn  of  the  ITnited 
States  who  have  nad  the  execution  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and 
ascertain  fiom  them  the  numbei  of  applications  under  the  act, 
both  voluntary  and  Involuntary;  the  number  of  discbarees;  the 
opinions  of  the  judses  as  to  any  amendments  or  modifications 
of  the  act;  and  such  other  information  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  show  the  effects  and  operations  of  the  act;  and  that  he 
report  the  same  to  the  Senate,  from  lime  to  time,  as  soon  as  tlie 
iiUormaUon  shall  be  received. 

CORPS  OP  REPORTERS. 

Mr.  BA.YARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretarr  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  a  corps  of  reporters, 
not  exceeding  five  in  number,  for  the  residue  of  the  present 
0eMion,aAdat  the  commencement  of  each  succeeding  session 
of  CoofresB,  to  report  the  proceedings  and  sulMtance  u(  ibede* 
l)atS80fihe  Senate,  who  shall  be  sworn  or, affirmed  faithfully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  sliall  be  allowed  a 
compensation,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  for  contingent  ex- 
penses, not  exceeding  «ixty  dollars  per  week  for  the  principnl 
reporter,  and  fifty  dollars  per  week  for  each  of  the  othen.  The 
business  of  reponisg  shall  be  so  conducted,  that  the  entire  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  each  day  shall,  within 
three  hours  after  the  adjournment,  be  |')laced  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer.  The  publication  of  the  report  shall  be  committed 
to  the  publishers  of  such  one  of  the  aailv  papers  as  will  en- 
gage, free  from  all  charge,  Jirst,  tu*publisn  the  entire  report  in 
their  daily  paper;  secondly,  to  furnish  proof  slips  thereof  to  any 
othsr  paper  in  toe  District  of  Columbia;  and,  thirdly,  to  fur- 
nish two  copies  of  the  report  for  the  use  of  each  member  of  the 
Senate,  and  five  copies  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Seoaie,  by  9  o'clock  on  the  ensuing  morning,  v 

Restdved,  That  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  shall  be  as- 
signed to  the  reporter  actually  on  duty,  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BAYiRO  said  that  the  resolution  was  the 
satBcas  that  introduced  by  him  at  the  last  session. 
He  then  gave  his  opinions  at  large  on  the  propri- 
ety of  ibi  passage,  which  were  no  doabt  remem- 
bered, and  which  were  ur  necessary  to  be^  repeated. 
He  did  not  wi>h  the  resolution  to  be  ref«rred — a.5 
the  subject  had  been  referred  twice — to  select  com- 
■littees;  and  the  committee  at  the  last  session 
had  fully  examined  into  it,  and  a  report  was  made 
approving  the  plan,  and  showing  its  practical  oper- 
ations. As  (he  Senate  was  thin,  be  did  not  desire 
to  press  the  resolution  then.    It  lies  over. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  (be  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca/ials  be  in- 
■tractad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  Cumberland  road 
through  the  States  of  Ohio,  ln<)iana,  and  Illinois,  upon  the  most 
substantial  and  economical  plan,  using  gravel  in  lieu  of  broken 
recic,  where  the  former  material  can  be  procured  at  less  ex- 
pense than  the  latter;  making  said  appropriations  payable  by 
annual  iostaiments  ip  the  several  Stai^  so  as  to  insure  contin- 
uous operadons,  aira  surrendering  the  road  to  them,  binding 
them  to  complete  and  keep  the  same  in  repair,  levying 
no  more  tolls  than  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved^  further.  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the'  expediency  of  adopting  the  turnpike  road  frotn 
Springfield,  Ohio,  to  Dayton,  and  from  thence,  via  Eaton,  to  the 
Indiate  State  line,  as  a  part  of  the  Cumberlana  road:  Provided, 
Said  turnpike  road  can  be  obtained  on  terms  to  justify  the  same, 
taking  into  consideration  the  increase  of  distance  and  probable 
cost  of  completing  the  old  route,  As  compared  with  the  sum  for 
which  the  turnpike  already  completed  may  beobtainod. 

EXPUNQINQ  RESOLUTION. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  BAYARD  to  rescind  the 
expunging  resolution, came  up  in  order  on  the  cal- 
endar of  business. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  was  not  desirous  to  take 
up  the  resolution  for  consideration  at  that  time,  as 


the  Senate  was  not  full,  and  as  the  Senator  from 
^iysoori,  [Mr.  Benton,]  who  proposed  an  amend* 
mem,  was  not  in  his  place.  He  therefoie  preferred 
ihai  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  resolution  was  accoidingly  laid  jon  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  papers  of 
Ephraim  D.  Dixon  were  ordered  to  be  taken  frem 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Benton,  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law,  came  up  in  order  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  it  be  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow,  as  the  Senator  (torn  Missouii  [Mr. 
Benton]  was  not  in  his  seat.  The  question  was 
put,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  gave  notice,  that  when  the  bill  again 
c^me  up  for  consideration,  he  would  move  to 
amend  it,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  fifth  line,  and 
ioseriing  the  following;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  viz: 

^*Providedj  nevertheless,  That  ail  petitions  in  bankruptcy 
instituted  before  the  first  day  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
shall  proceed  to  hearing  and  determination  in  the  same  man. 
ner.  and  under  the  sanM  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as 
if  the  met  aforesaid  had  not  been  jepealed," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOREHEAD, 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuBSDiT,  December  13, 1849. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  this  day  were 
opened  with  a  prayer  from  the  Rev.  SbptimdsTus- 
TON,  the  chaplain  of  the  Senate.  The  minutes  of 
esterday  were  ihen  read  and  approved. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  t^e  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  clerk. 

DIGEST  OP  LAWS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  iNGBRSOLL,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  was  authorized  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  sub- 
scribing for  a  limited  number  of  Gordon*s  Diciest 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  State?,  and  of  the  Rev- 
enue Laws. 

PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose,  as  he  observed,  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  He  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  copy 
of  the  d«ily  jSlbtmy  jSrgut  of  October  dSih,  con- 
taining a  letter  written  and  signed  by  the  Hon. 
John  C.  Spencer,  a  distinguished  member  of  an- 
other branch  of  this  Government,  as  the  Secretary 
of  War.  That  letter  pnrported  to  have  been  writ- 
ten, ^rat,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  general 
defence  of  the  Administration;  but  particularly  for 
the  justification  of  the  'somerset  which  he  (the 
writer)  had  recently  turned,  and  which  might  bring 
him  into  enviable  distinction  with  any  harlequin  on 
the  stage. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  if  my  colleague  ri(es  to  a 
privileged  question? 

Mr.  BOTTS.    I  do. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  ask  that  it  may  be  stated; 
for  I  should  like  that  we  should  all  be  heard  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  BOTTS  continued.  He  wouM  repeat  that 
this  letter  appeared  to  have  been  written  for  the 
general  purpose  of  defending  this  administration; 
ai&o,  for  the  justification  of  the  political  ^merset 
which  that  Secretary  had  recently  taken,  and  which 
might  bring  him  into  envious  distinction  with  any 
harlequin. 

Mr,  GUSHING  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  strictly  in 
order. 

Mr,  WISE  said  if  his  colleague  was  about  to 
comment  on  that  letter,  he  would  not  be  in  order  in 
doing  so. 

Mr.  .BOTTS  continued,  without  regarding  the 
interruption,  and  finished  his  sentence  thus — but 
particularly  to  operate  on  the  elections  which 
were  about  to  occur  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  rise  to  a  question 
of  order,  if  anything  like  equality  in  attack  and 
defence  would  be  entertained;  but  he  m^de  the 
point  of  order,  that  his  colleague  was  commenting 
on  a  letter  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bu&i. 


ness  of  this  House,  His  colleague  said  he  was 
al»out  to  comment  on  a  letter  addressed  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large. 

Mr.  BOTTS  begged  his  colleague  to  have  a  little 
patience;  he  was  about  to  comment  on  a  paragraph 
relating  to  this  House,  and  which  contained  a  foul 
calumny,  from  which  he,  as  a  member  of  ibis 
House,  felt  bound  to  purge  himself.  It  was  a  cal- 
umny on  him,  (Mr.  Botts,)  and  on  this  House, 
which  he  me.%nt  to  contradicu 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
the  Speaker  entertained  that  av  a  question  of  piivi* 
lege. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  knew  not  yet  what  it 
was;  and  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  BoTTs]  to  make  his  motion,  and  to  state 
its  groand. 

Biff.  BOTTS  said  he  found  in  the  letter  the  two 
followicg  paragraph::    ^ 

"I  roajr  now  advert  to  a  fact  long  known  to  me,  wMch  has 
lieen  promulgated  in  the  newspapers  of  ttie  day,  vouched  for 
by  at  least  one  Whig  editor,  staled  by  a  Reprasentative  in  Con- 

frees  from  Massachusetts,  in  a  epeecti  lately  delivered  at  New* 
unrport,  upon  authority,  and  hitherto  not  denied.  Tbatl^ct 
is,  that  previous  to  returning  the  second  twnk  bill  to  Congress 
with  his  objections,  in  full  view  of  the  assaults  to  be  made  npoa 
him,  and  with  the  purpose  vi  removing  all  cause  of  agfcatisn,  as 
well  as  to  secure  himself  aitainst  unjust  imputations,  the  Prssi* 
dent  submitted  to  his  then  cabinet,  whether  he  should,  tn  themes* 
sage  then  about  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  announce  a  resolo. 
tjon  to  retire  from  public  life  at  the  expiration  ol  the  existinc 
term,  and  that,  against  his  doing  so,  all  the  members  of  tbecab^ 
net  prutestsd,  on  the  ground  that  such  an  annunciation  would  oot 
have  the  eflsct  to  produce  peace  or  quiet,  but  would  only  change 
the  direction  of  taction;  that  no  one  bad  a  right  to  expect  sucb  a 
step  from  )iim,  as  ho  had  not  l>een  electM  Presideot.  and  do 
obligation  existed  that  should  interpose  any  iMurier  between 
him  and  a  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

That  question  he  should  leave  to  the  members  of 
the  cabinet  to  answer  for  theniselves;  one  of  whom 
IMr.  Granger]  was  then  on  that  floor.  Then  came 
the  second  paragraph,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  special  attention  of  the  Hcuk: 

"In  eonnejcion.  and  yet  in  contrast  with  the  preceding,  ii 
another  fact  of  an  extraordinary  character,  which,  thougb 
known  by  many,  has  lately  been  distinctly  {nremulgated.  It  is 
diadowed  in  a  letter  of  Mr.E  wing's,  in  the  statement  by  him  of  a 
proposition  having  been  made  to  the  President,  that  the  msjori* 
ty  who  had  passM  the  first  bank  hill  would  consent  to  postpooa 
the  second  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  if  they  could  receive 
assurances  that,  In  the  mean  lime,  no  hostile  movement  would 
be  made  on  the  part  of  the  President.  The  full  meaning  of  this 
staiemeolhasnow  lieeo  developed  by  the  declaration  of  a  meiO' 
her  of  Congress,  that  a  message  was  carried  from  the  Whig 
leaders  m  Congress  to  the  President,  to  the  efTect  that  if  be 
would  engagenot  to  disturb  any  members  of  histheoca)>inetiD 
the  enjoyment  of  their  offices,  the  second  t>ank  bill  should  be 
postponed.  v 

"The  ailtwer  to  audi  a  proposition  may  t>e  easily  conceived. 
The  effect  of  ttiai  proposiUon  was  to  prove  the  identity  of  the 
memlMrs  of  the  cabinet,  whose  pieces  were  deemed  in  jeopardy, 
with  the  hostile  roeml>erB  of  Congress;  and,  if  the  desiga  wu 
to  precipitate  matters,  it  was  most  eflectual. 

"You  wilt  require  no  aid  to  determine  which  of  the  acton  in 
these  scenes  exhibited  a  lofty,  disinterested  patriotism,  and 
which  evinced  any  tenacity  for  pl^ce  or  desire  for  power. 
These  facts  are  full  of  instruaioii,  and  furnish  a  key  to  many 
mysterious  transactions." 

Mr.  WiSE  again  rose  to  order.  The  para- 
graphs read  by  his  colleague  did  not  in?olfe  a 
question  of  privilege  for  that  House;  and  be  sub- 
mitted that  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  wished  to  submit  a  resolution? 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  he  intended  to  submit 
a  proposition  to  the  Honse  on  this  question.    Here 
was  a  publication  emanating  from  a  high- 
Mr.  WISE.    I  call  my  colleague  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  mado  some  observation,  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BOTTS  inqnired  whether  the  Speaker  de- 
cided that  the  publication  which  he  had  read- 
namely,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  im- 
pugning the  motives  of  that  Hou8e--4ie  had  no  right 
to  di»cuss. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no  de- 
cision. Does  tht  gentleman  submit  a  proposi- 
tionl 

Mr.  BOTTS.  I  submit  a  proposition  for  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry.  The  Chair  is  eieeedingly  rigid; 
but  I  will  oomply  with  its  exaetiona. 

Mr.  WISB.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  ob- 
ject to  entertaining  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN.  I  object  to  the  reeqNkm 
of  the  resolution.    [Laughter.]  ^ 

Mr.  BOTTS  submitted  the  following  resolition: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  to  Is* 

autre  into  the  truth  of  the  charge  entertained  in  the  IsUar  of 
ko  Hon.  John  C.  spencer,  dated  the  2Mi  October^  tMnmA  M 
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Uvit  K.  Fmolkiior  and  othen,  verttu  the  Whig  panj, 
ot  h&viDff  rabmiitad  a  propositioa  to  the  President  of  ibe 
Uoiud  S(at«a,  m  the  extra  sesiion  of  Congrean,  to  postpone 
ilM  ooasidenuloD  of  a  §  teat  national  measure,  intimately  con- 
Dsoei  «Wi  the  beat  ioterseta  of  the  coantry,  on  condition  of  a 

Clalfe  fffoM  him  thai  ke  would  not  disturb  the  than  members  of 
■  cabioetlnofflce. 

Mr.  WlSfi.  I  rise  to  this  written  point  of  or- 
der, whieh  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  Ton  had  better  take  the  tblog 
slowlj  and  deliberately. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  this  subject  was  pro- 
posed as  a  question  of  pri?i!ege.  Now,  there  was 
a  great  difference  between  a  question  of  privilege 
aad  a  privileged  question;  and  it  was  the  daty  of 
the  Chair  to  decide  all  snch  qaestioos. 

A  qnestion  of  privilege  was  one  which  involved 
the  character  and  the  rights  of  membera  9f  the 
HoQse;  and  ibe  Chair  woo  Id  inform  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  tha^  his  qufsiion  of 
order  did  not  reach  the  point.  It  was  for  the 
Hoose  to  ^determine  whether  it  should  be  enter- 
tained; and  if  no  gentleman  made  a  motion  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  the  doty  of  the  Speaker  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  House.  He  should  therefore  pro- 
pound  the  question,  "Shall  the  resolution  be  consid- 
eredt"  Because,  for  the  Chair  te  decide  in  such 
a  case,  would  be  a  usurpation  on  it:;  part. 
What  the  Chair  might  deem  a  breach  of  privilege, 
the  House  might  not  deem  so,  and  via  werta;  and 
therefore  he  should  proponsd  the  question  which 
he  had  stated;  to  do  which,  he  had  the  authority  of 
the  5th  rule,  which  szid: 

"When  any  motion  or  proposition  is  made,  the  question, 
"Will  the  Uooae  now  consider  it?"  shall  not  be  put  unless  it 
it  demanded  by  aome  member,  or  it  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Sfemktr." 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  made  two  poins of  or- 
der, and  he  asked  the  Ckrk  to  read  both. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHMSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  read  both 
the  original  resolaiion  and  the  points  of  order. 

The  Clerk  then  read  Mr.  Bdtts^s  resolution,  as 
gi?en  above,  and  also  Mr.  Wise's  points  of  order, 
88  follow^ 

"Mr.  Wi8B  submits  that  i:  is  not  in  order  to 
entertain  the  propesition  of  Mr.  Botts,  without  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  Ihe  House,  unless  it  be  a 
privileged  question;  and  he  submits  that  the  para- 
graphs read  by  Mr.  Borrs  from  a  letter  purporting 
to  be  written  by  John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of 
War,  do  not  involve  any  question  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House.'' 

Mr.  WISE.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  on  that 
point  cf  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  quesiiqn  is,  Will  the 
House  entertain  the  propraiiion? 

Mr.  ^  ISE.  There  is  a  rule  of  the  Hruse,  if 
the  Speaker  will  permit  me  to  remark,  that  requires 
that  no  proportion—— 

Mr.  BOTTS  a«>ain  called  Mr.  W.  to  order,  and 
insisted  that  he  had  no  right  to  raise  a  point  of 
ord^. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  on  his  right  had  risen  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  be  was  waiting  to  hear  ii  stated. 

Mr.  WISE.  1  am  about  stating  my  point  of 
order;  and  am  sure  that,  when  the  Speaker  under- 
stands it,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  between  us. 

Mr.  BOTTS  again  rose  and  claimed  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  faid  that  he  had  heard  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  on  hisleft,,lMr.  Botts,]  and, 
in  courtesy,  wished  to  hear  the  point  of  order  of 
bis  colleague.  He  considered  both  gentlemen  out 
of  order,  though  he  was  willing  very  calmly  to 
hear  both  of  them-^ne  at  a  time. 

Mr.  WISE  proceeded  to  explain  bis  point  of  or- 
der. The  resolution  of  his  colleague  n  as  nothing 
bat  new  ma  ter  before  the  Hoofc,  which  was  ex- 
cluded by  other  business,  having  precedence  over 
it,  and  which,  if  noobjecioo  had  been  made,  could 
have  been  entertained  by  general  consent.  But, 
ot^iection  was  made;  and,  therefore,  it  required  a 
?ote  of  two-thirds  to  entertain  it.  On  thtt  rule, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  relied.  His  colleague  must  move 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  get  a  vote  of  two-thirds, 
unless  he  could  show  that  it  is  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. Then,  did  it  appear,  on  the  face  of  the  prop- 
osition, that  il  was  a  privileged  questioni  No. 
It  WIS  simply  a  proposition  to  raise  a  committee 
of  inquiry.  Suppose  he  were  to  offer  a  resoln* 
t$m  to  ifise  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  af- 


fairs d  the  Po«t  Office,  the  War  or  the  Navy  De-  | 
partmenu-:  wotild  he  not  lequire  the  consent  of 
every  membrr  around  him?  and  if  ihfrc  vcasa  sin- 
gle objeclioD,  muu  he  not  move  for,  and  obtain,  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  before  he  could  get  in  his 
resolution?  If,  however,  be  should  rit>e  in  bis 
place,  and  state  that  it  was  a  privileged  question, 
and  the  Speiiker  sh<  uld  i^ccide  il  to  be  such,  then 
it  would. have  precedence  over  all  other  business. 
Now,  he  submitted  that  this  was  a  rrsolation  of 
mere  ordinary  inquiry,  and,  being  objected  lo,  re 
quired  a  suspension  of  the  rules  before  u  could  be  re- 
ceived. If  his  colleague  made  it  a  question  of  privi- 
lege, the  Speaker  was  bound  to  decide  whether  it  was 
such  or  not;  and  the  only  mode  of  getting  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  that  point  was,  by  appealing  from 
bis  decision.  This  distinction  of  the  Speaker,  be- 
tween a  question  of  privilege  and  a  privileged 
question,  was  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  It 
was  like  the  difference  between  ''Jrmmy,  come 
ocr«,"  and  "Come  out,  Jemmy.*'  In  regard  to  the 
paraeraph  of  which  his  colleague  complained,  he 
would  say  to  him  that  there  was  not  that  sanctify 
thrown  around  ihe  majesty  of  that  House,  that  the 
Secretary  of  1/Var  could  not  say  all  that  was  said 
in  that  letter — and  more  too — without beingguilty  of 
contt^mpt  of  the  House.  If  official  legisla'ive  cor- 
ruption had  been  charged  by  the  Secretary,  then 
the  resolution  was  a  privileged  question,  and  would 
have  precedence  over  all  other  business  until 
every  stain  was  wiped  out.  But  the  resolution 
^tated  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  merely 
charged  a  party  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
And  when  did  a  party  ever  get  the  |)rivijeges  of 
the  HoUv^e?  This  was  the  fir5t  time  that  it  ever 
was  made  a  privileged  question — that  a  party  was 
arraigned.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  submitted  to  the 
SpeUcer,  as  the  officer  of  ordt-r  of  the  House, 
whether  il  could,  by  any  con^tructicn,  be  consider- 
ed a  privileged  question,  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
or  anybody  ehe,  had  impogned  a  par'y  in  this 
country.  If  his  colleague  would  underiake  to  say 
that  the  Secretary  cf  War  had  charged  the  House 
wiih  malfeasance  in  leKtsla'ico,  he  would  agree 
that  it  was  a  question  of  privilege.  He  asked  the 
Clerk  to  mad  the  resolution. 

[The  resolution  was  accordingly  read,  when  Mr. 
W.  continued.] 

His  points  of  order  were  these:  First,  that  the 
business  of  Congress,  the  business  of  the  country, 
and  the  business  of  the  people,  ioportAUt  and  vi- 
tal, had  pricedence  over  the  business  of  the  Whig 
party.  That  was  h  s  first  point;  and  before  the 
Whig  party  could  get  in  a  resolution  to  inquire 
about  the  slanders  or  truths  contained  in  the  Secre- 
tary's letter,  they  must  have  a  vote  of  t  <?o-third!t. 
His  second  point  was,  that  his  Colleague  could  not 
torture  that  paragraph— in  which  an  accusation 
was  made  against  the  Whig  party,  not  against 
Congress— into  a  question  of  privilege.  His  col* 
league  could  not  make  out  of  this  a  question  of 
privilege,  so  as  to  give  it  a  prioriiy  over  the  busi- 
ness of  the  people.  He  was  not  (breed  (Mr.  W. 
said)  to  ask  the  House  whether  it  wouid  entertain 
this  proposition  or  not.  The  Speaker  himself  must 
decide  it,  or  must  oblige  his  colleague  to  make  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  BOTTS  ob'crved  that  he  was  not  disposed 
to  imerrupt  hi»  colleague  while  he  was  stating  his 
point!;  of  order;  but  he  would  now  say  that  ibis  was 
the  first  time  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House  that  he  h>d  ever  known  a  gentleman  to  get 
up  and  discass  a  decision  of  the  Cbair  without  ta- 
king an  appeal.  His  colleague  commenced  with 
(he  declaration,  that  they  were  not  such  magnates 
of  the  land  as  lo  be  authorizrd  to  inquire  Into 
teand^lum  magnatum,  coming  from  any  quartrr. 
Now,  be  did  not  know  how  high  his  colleague  rated 
his  privileges  as  a  member  of  the  House,  but  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  disposed  to  give  him  higher  claims- 
claims  which  he  made  for  himself  and  for  every 
member  of  the  House.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  that 
magnate  of  the  land  that  claimed  the  privilege  of 
inquiring  into  leondoium  m«gna/ftm,  when  made 
against  the  members  of  the  House.  His  colleague 
objected  to  the  resolution,  because  it  stated  that  a 
party,  only,  was  arraigned  in  the  Secretary's  letter; 
but  had  not  his  colleague  ascertained  what  party 
constituted  the  majority  in  that  House?    Was  not 


an  accusation  against  the  Whig  party,  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  majority  of  the  House — that  party 
constituting  the  majority?  [General  laughter.] 
Hiscolkague  said  that  a  charge  of  corruption 
again  «t  a  siagle  member  of  the  House  would  be  A 
question  of  privilege;  but  a  charge  made  by  a  dis- 
iing,nished  officer  of  one  branch  of  the  Qoveinment, 
of  corroption  against  a  majority  of  another  branch 
of  the  Government — there,  forsooth,  was  teanda* 
.  Itun  magnalum't  but,  not  being  directed  against  a 
single  individual,  was  not  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
quiry. He  had  tinderstood  that  in  the  case  of  the 
lamented  1V!r.  Cilley — whose  name  he  never  beard 
without  regret — -a  communication  havine  appeared 
in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of  New  York,  char* 
ging  corrupiioik  against  a  single  member,  bis  col- 
league offered  a  resolution  raising  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inquire  in^o  the  subject; 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  correct  his  colleague. 
The  case  his  colleague  alluded  to  had  nothing  t  j  do 
with  that  of  Mr.  Cilley.  A  resolution  of  irquiry 
was  offered,  as  sta'ed;  but  it  having  been  ascertain- 
ed that  the  accusation  was  made  against  a  mem^ 
her  of  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Uuggles,]  a  committee  of 
inquiry  was  raised  in  that  body,  the  subject  fully 
inqu'red  into,  and  the  member  honorably  acquitted. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  This  was  a  case  of  a  single  para- 
graph in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

Mr  WISE  No,  sir.  It  was  a  charge  made  by 
a  letter-wriit^r,  who  was  well  knov^n  in  the  House, 
and  throughout  the  country,  [l^attbew  L.  Davis,] 
in  which  he  alleged  that  it  could  be  proved  that  a 
member  of  Congress  had  taken  a  money  bri')e 
from  a  patentee  of  maiUbag  locks,  for  aome  ser- 
vice rendered  him.  It  was  not  a  party  charge,  and 
bad  nothing  to  do  wiih  the  oaae  of  Mr.  Cilley.  As 
soon  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  saw  that  paragraph— not  a 
'common  newsptper  item,  but  contained  in  one  of 
the  leitors  of  the  Spy  in  tWasbington,  who  was 
well  known  an  arespomible  individual-r-he  rose 
and  offered  a  resolution,  settfng  forth  that  a  charge 
had  been  made, against  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
proposing  that  a  committee  should  be  raised  to  in- 
quire into  it.  He  would  further  say,  in  order  to 
put  his  colleague  in  possession  of  all  the  factP,  that 
the  individual  himself  [Matthew  L.  Davis]  told 
him  (Mr.  W.)  that  he  could  pruve  the  cfiargc  he  had 
made.  . 

Mr.  BOTTS  understood,  then,  that  it  was  not  a 
newspaper  paragraph,  but  a  letter  wriuen  by  a  re- 
spectable and  iresponsible  individual»  and  it  was 
therefore  entitled  to  respectful  consideration;  bat, 
in  this  case,  the  letter  was  written  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  member  of  Mr.  Tyler's  cabinet,  and 
therefore  was  not  entitled  to  respect. 

Mr.  WISE  was  sure  that  bis  colleague  would 
not,  in  candor,  say  that  such  was  his  under&tanding 
of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BOTTS  would  not  say  that  his  colleagne 
meant  to  convey  such  an  impression;  but  he  oaust, 
in  candor,  say  that  such  was  a  fair  deduction  from 
what  he  said. 

Mr.  WISE  a^ked  his  colleague,  in  courtesy,  to 
allow  him  to  explain  himself  so  as  to  be  under- 
stood. His  colleague  had  staled  that  his  (Mr. 
W.'ii)  proceeding  was  founded  on  a  newspaper 
paragraph.  This  he  denied,  and  explained  that 
it  was  founded  on  an  accusation  nade  by  a  known 
and  fcFponsible  individual  against  a  member  of 
Congress.  From  nothing  that  be^  had  said,  could 
a  fair  deduction  be  made  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  not  a  respectable  anJ  responsible?  charac- 
ter. The  distinction  which  bis  colleague  and 
everybody  els>'e  must  have  understood  him  to 
draw  between  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  accusation  of  Matthew  L.  Davis,  was  this: 
The  Secretary  in  his  letter  did  not  accuse  anybody 
of  crime,  but  it  wai  a  mere  political  accusation  of 
corruption  against  one  of  the  parties  of  the  day; 
while  the  charge  of  Mr.  Davis  was  of  crime  against 
a  particular  individual.  Mr.  W.  said  he  bad 
himself  made  accusations  of  corruption  against  a 
party,  and  bad  beard  the  same  accusations  made 
against  the  party  with  which  he  acted;  but  he 
never  dreamed  of  «ueh  accusations  being  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  again  rose  and  remarked,  that^  as 
one  good  turn  deserved  another,  he  would  appeal 
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to  ihe  coariMj  of  bis  colleigne  ddi  to  iatetrupt 

Mi.  wise.     I  shall  Bol  iatfrctipl  mf  colleagile, 
unless   he  egiegiouily   miiiepreseDts  or  mi^qnoie^ 


Mr.  WISS  obserircd,  thai  he  c<tald  doI  enler 
inlo  whal  were  ihe  dcaigna  of  his  collesgDe;  bm 
ke  could  gar  'l>it  his  colleagae  could  not  more 
cSecluiiltf  misrepreiebl  bim  ihaa  b;  proceeding  as 
heha<f: 

Mr.  BOTTS  resamrd.  His  colleaeae  bad  con- 
tended ihai,  in  the  Tormer  inslance,  wbeD  be  [Ur. 
Wue]  iDOTed  Ihe  itsolaiioa  rt  iBquitf,  the  cbarge 
against  a  member  of  Congress  was  prefenrd  by  a 
lupossibie  iudlvidna),  [Uaiibew  L.  Davis,]  known 
as  the  "Spr  in  Washington."  Now,  if  a  charge 
adduced  b;  sach  a  man — a  reipeclable  1elier-wri:er 
— was  competent  lo  caas«  Congress  to  order  a 
eommitlee  of  invesiigiiion,  the  ease  wa<  much 
iironger,  and  tbe  reason  Tor  a  commilles  of  invea- 
ligaiion  greater,  when  a  grave  charge  was  made' 
br  the  Secieiarr  of  War.  If  it  was  ime  that  the 
Whig  part;  was  witling  to  po'ipone  the  considera- 
tion of  great  nalianal  quesiioni,  only  lo  secure 
miain  individaala  in  office,  ibey  would  Indeed 
b«  aubjected  to  a  grievous  charge.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
rould  not  accDae  the  3ectetarf  of  War  of  fabri- 
caliDK  the  cbargtj  }*i  he  had  endorsed  it,  and  it 
wia  hot  right  that  the  names  of  lho.sr  who  had 
made  the  charge,  or  given  information  to  ihe  Sec. 
tary,  should  be  surrendered.  Was  there  a  Whig 
here,  who  knew  any  fotindalJOD  for  sticb  an  icca- 
aationi  II  there  was,  he  demanded  thai  such 
skonld  aland  up  and  tpaak.  He  pconoanced  it  a 
font  and  atrocioas  calumny  on  the  Whig  party, 
pal  forih  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  calculated 
loopeiaieio  the  prejudice  of  that  party.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  did  not  claim  to  be  a  leader  o(  the  Wbig  parly; 
yet  be  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  and  closely  con- 
nected in  hia  personal  and  political  relations 
wi  lb- 
Here  Mr.  CUSHING  citred  to  order,  and  .'Kg. 
gested  thai  the  reaiarks  of  ibe  geullenan  from  Vir- 
ginia [Ur.  BoTTs]  did  not  relatf  to  tbe  question  of 
order  pending  belore  ibe  House,  but '  treated  of 
things  which  would  have  to  be  considered  after 
Ihe  House  shall  have  ordered  the  inquiry  asked 
for  by  the  genileman. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  thai  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
■aehnseits  bad  not  raised  any  objection  lo  the  re- 
marks of  bis«olleagne  [Mr.  Wisi]  as  being  oat  of 

The  CHAIR  aaid  tbil  he  had  indulged  botb  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE.  1  nskibeSpeakerneTertoindalge 
me  onl  of  otder.  I  was  sot  conscious  of  bring 
out  of  order.  1  ask  for  no  indalgenceg.  I  never 
get  any. 

After  a  brief,  but  inaudible  eiplanatioD  from 
Ihe  SPB&ESIU^ 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed.  He  was  going  on  to 
say,  when  In'errnpied,  that,  though  not  a  leader  of 
Ihe  Whig  party, yet  iuch  were  bii  intimate  per:<on- 
al  and  political  assoclailons  with  the  members  of 
that  patty;  ibat  he  did  not  believo  it  could  have 
been  possible  for  such  a  proposition  as  that  charged 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  bren  made  to  ihn 
Resident,  without  his  having  heard  ^tomething  of 
it.  The  letter  of  the  Secreury  of  War  was.  more 
adroiily  written,  more ingeninuB, and beler  calcnla- 
ted  to  prodace  an  impression  against  the  Whig 
party,  than  anything  be  bad  ever  seen.  He  main- 
tained tbal  the  House  should  inquire  in'o  the  ituih 
of  the  charge  which  it  made.  If  true,  let  Ihe  Sec- 
reiary  of  War  s'and  Monerated;  lei  those  who  in- 
formed him  s'and  eioneraied,  and  the  burden  of 
the  aecnsation  he  throvn  npun  soch  m'etnbrrs  of 
tbe  House  as  m^hl  have  furnished  the  infurma- 
tion.  If,  however,  lbs  charge  was  false — If  the 
Secretary  had  no  aolhoriiy  for  making  it,  let  the 
falsehood  be  branded  on  the  forehead  of  Ihe  fabri- 
cator. This  would  be  the  consequence;  it  was  fi>r 
this  purpose  that  he  desired  in vesti Ration.  Wonid 
tbe  members  of  the  laie  cabinet  bare  consented  to 
reUin  their  places  upon  tuch  terms  as  those  staled 
bj  the  Secreury  of  Warl    He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  of 


tioni,  and  the  Whig  f.Brly  did  n  t  hold  Hiemseivrs 
responsible  for  hiiii.  Tbey  liad  no  sympathy  for 
him  in  tbe  course  he  was  pursuing. 

Heie  some  converiaiinn  ensued  between  Ibe 
SPEAKER,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr.  B0TT3.  The 
latter  liad  resumed' bis  remarks,  and  was  discussing 
lie  objects  of  ibe  Whig  parly  at  ihe  extra  session, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  for  irrelevancy.  He 
then  cAicluded  by  submitting  bis  resolation  lo  Ihe 
consideration  of  Ihe  House. 

The  SPEAKER,  af>er  remarking  upon  tbe  sud- 
den manner  In  which  ibispoint  of  order  had  sprung 
up  for  decision,  and  repeating  his  averment  Ibat 
there  was  a  difference  between  "a  question  of  ptivi- 
Irge"  and  "a  privileged  question,"  remarked  thai 
be  could  find  no  instance  on  record  where  the 
Chair  had  eniertained  of  himself,  and  settled,  what 
was  a  qneslibn  of  privilege;  en  the  contrary,  be 
found  necaerons  insiances  where  the  Hou^e  had 
settled  it.  Tbequebtion  must  come  np,  "Shall  ihe 
resoluiion  be  received  as  a  qaeRiion  of  privilege?'' 
If  no  member  called  for  the  question,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  snbm it  it. 

Mr.  'WI3B  iugnired  whether  it  would  require  a 
majnrlty,  or  two-thirds, to  receive  the  reioloiion  as 
a  qaesiian  pf  privilege? 

The  SPEAKER  answered,  A  majority. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  lo  lay  Iha 
whole  subject  on  the  table;  but  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion at  tbe  request  of 

Mr.  QRANQER,   who  eipiessed  a  desire    lo 

Amid  many  cries  of  "hear  him,"  much  confu- 
sion, and  an  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bowna, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  genileman 
eoold  onir  proceed  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  mqnlred  wheiber  an  opporluoity 
would  be  affurded  bim  of  replying  lo  ihe  gentleman 
from  New  YorW,  [Mr.  GaiaaKR.]     [Cries  of  Yes  J 

Mr.  BOWNE  then  withdrew  his  objsc'ion;  after 

Tbe  SPEAKER  >aid  the  genileman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  anANoaa]  might   proceed  by  universal 

Mr.  WISE  wished  It  to  be  nndsrstood  Ihal  he 
aniled  in  Ibis  nnirersal  consent  only  on  eondiliou 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  aflorded  him  to  re- 
ply. Without  this,  he  should  positively  object  lo 
Ibe  gentleman's  proceeding. 

Ur.  GRANGER  Considering  tbe  peculiar  re ' 
Ulion  of  Ibe  gentleman  [Hr.  Wise]  io  the  Presi- 
dent, I  take  my  seat  under  objection  from  that 
quarter. 

Mr.  WISE  made  some  remarks  not  heard  above 
tbe  noise  prevailing,  but  understood  lo  be  an  expres- 
sion of  tail  willingness  that  Ibe  gentleman  from 
New  York  thoald  proceed,  provided  bis  remarks 
did  not  call  for  a  reply. 

Mr,  W.W.IRWIN  rose  and  objected;  at  which 
stage  of  ihe  proceedings, 

Mr.  FB33ENDEN  mored  lo  lay  tbe  whole  snb- 
Jeci  on  Ibe  table. 

This  motion  was  rejected — yeas  BE,  nays  99,  as 

follows; 
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GldiJinn,tlltn»r,PiKli:liQ.Oow]e,  GuhIm,  Hullnn,  Kivg, 
Hspklni,  Houck.  UauMan,  UuDud,  Hunter,  Willum  W.  \i- 
w>n,l*ek,Wi1l<unC:i»John«)n,GKeJi>hiuon,  I.  D.  Jun<->, 
„.,_  ,,........   . — ..    .,._v._  McCl*il«^  McKiy  M.l- 


■'.'&: 


>h,  Ctiii>wpherI{.Wlllluni,ind  Win- 


coct,  Biker,  Barnud,  Baruw,  B 


k,  Birdaaje,  Blair,  BcniJ. 


•nirda,  E|tiett,  Rrenitl,  Plllmora,  A.  Unn 
ble,  GuwGonin,  Williwn  O.  Qoaae,  Gnrrli 
ru.  Ilnnrr.  Il^mu.  Honard,  ChirtM  J.  Id; 


i,)ohnP.  Kernsdi,  Andr 
'-llitlan,  WcKtnmn,  Tl. 


Thaoiiwn.  BJchird  W.  Thniniiidn.  To'tuil,  Tnple'u,  Tnm- 
bull,  Tutnar,  VnOtntooi.  Vaii  Biimo, 'an  n«i»rlior.  WJ- 

Wiliiama,  Wi»,  W^  AutiiatLaTuimg.'  ajid  jilm  ^od^ 
—99. 

Mr-  B^TTS  bow  inbmitied  a  modification  of 
bispropoBitioD,  bystrikingoutthe  words  "the  Wbig 
parly"  in  Ihe  original  ret>o!ution,  and  iaterling  '*Ibe 
members  of  Congress."     [Laughter] 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  Ihat  bis  colleague's  resolq- 
tlon  purported  lo  be  partly  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter of  Mr-  Spencer,  in  which  the  words  "the  Whig  , 
parly"  wer?  used,  and  not  "the  members  of  Con- 
gress." He  therefote  called  frr  the  reading  of  Ihe 
portion  of  tbe  letter  referred  [o,  and  also  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  blscolle^ue. 

They  were  read  <!cciiidingly. 

Mr.  PICKENS  ile^ired  lo  know  if  tbe  Speaker 
presented'  Ihe  question  ol  reception  as  involving  a 
privileged  queslionl  For  if  the  Chair  pnt  it  to  the 
House  to  decide  whether  the  raioluiion  of  Ihe  gen- 
ileman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  Involved  a  prlv- 
ilegeil  question,  it  then  became  a  grave  quealioti  of 
Ibe  deepest  interest,  in  whieb  the  rights  and  honor 
of  the  House  were  concerned,  and  a  decision 
.'honld  be  made  tbal  could  stanil  Ibe  test  of  lime. 
He  agreed  with  the  Cbair,  that  it  was  for  Ibe 
House,  anti not  for  the  Speaker,  to  decide  as  tails 
privileges.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  wish  lo  interfere 
io  Ibis  controversy  at  all;  but  wheiber  it  involved 
tbe  privileges  of  tbe  House  or  not,  was  a  question 
above  all  party  inieresls. 

The  SPEAKER  gave  an  affirmative  answer. 

Mr.  6IDLACK  made  a  few  remarks,  not  dia- 
lincily  heard.     • 

Mr.  WISB  asked  lo  be  eicnsed  from  voling. 
He  was  pUctd  in  a  dilemma,  by  tbe  form  in  which 
the  question  would  be  put  to  tbe  Housa.  Were 
lbs  qneslioa  as  lo  whether  the  reiulmion  of  hia 
collengne  was  a  question  of  privilege,  pnt  separate- 
ly from  the  quesiion  of  reception,  he  should  vole 
wilh  pleasure.  As  ii  «a°,  if  be  voted  ay,  he 
should  be  voting  that  Ibe  resolnlion  was  a  qaealioa 
of  privilege,  which  be  did  not  think;  yet,  he  was 
anxious  to  receive  the  tesolulion.  allhoogh  not  asa 
privileged  queslion.  With  these  remarks,  be  with- 
drew lus  reqnest  to  he  eicnxed  from  voting. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  inquired  what  would 
be  Ibe  elTeci  of  ihe  reception  of  Ibis  resolution  a* 
a  question  of  ptirilegel  Would  it  come  op  for 
tbe  immediite  en  n  side  ration  of  the  Housel 

The  SPEAKER  taid  Yes;  and  thai  it  would 
override  all  other  business. 

The  qoe&lion  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  resoln- 
lion  be  received  as  a  question  of  pririlegel  and  de- 
cided in  the  negaiire — yeas  86,  nays  106,  as  fol- 

VBAS-Meun.  Adama,  UlkdatT  W.  XnJnwL  AnHid, 
AjCrifg.  BatKEKk,  Ba'nard,  BirdMye,  Blatc,  Bordiii,  BfUa, 
J.  Bmwn,  Wm.  Bullae,  Wra.  B.  CiTDptK]l,Thii(,  J  t^impttll, 
C-aiullitn,  CHIiiHidan,  jDbn  C.  Cluk.  SUIay  N.  Clarke,  Juiaa 
CoapK.  Cranaiun.  Ccaiena,  Gairau  Diila,  Oalwrr.  JiitiD  Bd. 
warda,  EreratL  Fillnoca,  A  LawronuFoaler,  Gimtila,  Gontn, 
Uiliiad.  IlanrTi  HowaH,  Hudnn.  Chariai  J.  lDe«aDll,  Jonpfe 
R.  Iikftnoll,  Jams  Intn,  luatt.  laaie  l>.  Jonai,  John  P.  Ken. 
nciy,  Lans,  Lion,  UcKcDnan,  Tlioinaa  P.  Hanball,  euiaoo 
MaaiiTi.  tMatkioi.  Mtlta<lk^  Maynud. Msriwaihar.  JSooniMa- 
—  "-^ma,  Otialai,  Ptair*.  Fendleum.  Powall. 
Rldimy,  Bodner.  WltlianBiwail.  Junaa 
srs.  Tallilem.,  Jol^ 
.      .  ..      ,       .  Tltttn(lu*,  Tolud, 

rtplatt,  'l'ruint>iilt,  Tumav.  Vao  BmHalur,  Wib 
Wuhingu>n,Joaei<hL.  Whili,  Anjaaua Toon;, 

—  '")n.a«i«li>ek  J.Aad[*«aAnigniiD,Aih. 

, — „-.  Bidlack,  Black.  Bonne,  Bord,Brairaer, 

Briiia,Bn>iiaon,  Aaron  V.  BroBn.Ohiilea  Brown,  BurkitBiir- 
nairwnilam  O.  Builar,  Oraen  W.  Catdwoll,  Piiilck  C.  f^aU- 
Hotl,  Jalinl^aiptieli,Cary,Cuey.  Olwpiiuin,ClltD>Td,Ctlniai), 
Mark  A,  Coopsr.  Cowen,  Cuahinf,  Diniai,  Richtrd  D.  Dii£ 
Dawwu.Deu,  Doan.  Buln»n.  P«rr1^  PMudni.CtiarlMA' 
Floyd,  Guei,  Oercy.  aiddli^.a<lni«,Puikk  □.  Ooada,Qni. 
don,  Ovailna,  Uarria,  Haatiiwi,  HavL  Honkina,  HoDCk.BDaaUHL 
Hubard.  HunlH,  Wtltiini  W.  Iiwia,  Jack,  VVilliun  c£at  Jokli. 
Bon.  Caia  Johneon,  Jotm  W.  Jmih,  Kaun,  Andraw  KeBMh, 
Ltutaflald.  Lomil.  Atmlivin  MeCtellan,  ^bm  UcCMkn, 
McKay.  kfeKton,  MiIIoit,  HarciiiDd,  Alfred  Maidian.  tlukan 
Hai  nil,  Hedilt,  Hittar.  Mlchatl.  Horria,  Newhird,  Puwwn! 
PairidBfc  Payne,  Plckena,  Ptumer,  Re*l,  Rsdini,  Rnnahk. 
Rtg«a,)togen,  Roowvali,  Banfotd.  Banndan,  0baw,  Witliam 
eaiah.  Bnydar,  Bteaom).  Suniar,  Jacol>  ThompHo,  ^lUador- 


Ur.  BOTTS  iherenpon  remarked,  ihaV  ihe  Whig 
parly  in  dongress  Blood  purged  and  acqaitted  m 
the  charges  bronght  against  tbem  by  the  honorable 
Secretary.    He  had  shown  that  he  did  not  Adnt[ 


ftamaay,  Ra] 

H.  Runelt,  l^ieppatd,  Stidi 

Btntlon,  AleiandxrH.  B^tti 


r. 
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from  aa  invesUgation  into  their  truth  or  false- 
hood. 

HEPBAL  OP  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  KV£RETT  asked  leave,  pursuant  to  do- 
tioe,  to  introduoe  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
liv;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  pat  on  its  second  read- 
ing, and  printed.  [Objections  were  made  from  all 
parts  of  the  House]  He  would  move,  then,  the 
sospension  of  the  rules,  that  it  might  be  received. 

Hr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspend;  and  they  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  resulted— yeas  137,  nays  63,  as  fol- 
Jows: 

TEAS— BCaMis.  Adams,  LandafT  W.  Andrcwi,  Arrinffton, 
Albettoi,  Barton,  Beeeon,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Boordman,  BoUi>, 
Bowne,  Bojrd,Brew«ter,  Brockwaj,  Bromon,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
ChRiM  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Borlre.  William  Butler, 
WifflwnO.  Bullet,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
ClUTOa,  WiUlam  B.  CampbclL  Thomaa  J.  Caropl>ell,  Dar- 
railMCf,  Casey,  Chapman,  CiifTord,  Clinton.  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Oowao,  Cravens,  CrOBS,  Daniel,  Garrett  Da?l»,  RichanlD. 
Difi^Detn,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Eg- 
iMCt,  Erer•t^  Ferrie,  John  Q.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Fjoyd,  For- 
iilies,A.  Lawrance  Fo«er,  Gamble,  Qerry,  Gilmer,  Gopgin, 
William  O  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Hasiiogs,  ilays,  Holmeis 
Hopkti»,Houck,  Houstoo,  (lubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ineer- 
soil,  Jack,  Care  JohiMoo,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Ken- 
D6df.  Umk  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan.  Robert 
McCleUan,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mattocks, 
Mcdin,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Newhard,  Parmenfer,  Pa. 
Dfdce,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Ramsey,  Read,  Redio^r,  Rey- 
nolds, RIgga,  Rogers,  Sanford,  iiiauoderii,  Shaw,  Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman  Smith,  WUIiam  Smith,  Soyder,  ^•ollers,  Stecn- 
rod,  8lokely,'  Alezandur  H.  U.  Stuart,  rtummers,  Sumter, 
TsliaierrD,  John  B.  Thoinpnon,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Tbompmo,  Tillrnghasu  TripleU,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Van  Bureo,  Wallace,  Ward,  Wactcrson,  Weller,  West- 
biDok,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Augustus  Ynnng— 137. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Allen,  Sharlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ay. 
cnn,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Borden,  BrigKs,  Chittenden,  John 
C.  Clark,B.  N.  Clarke,  J,  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cashing,  Dawson, 
PMsendeo.  Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddinga,  Graneer,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James, 
William  Cost  Johnwn,  Isaac  D.  Jonc*,  Jolm  P.  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Maihkx,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  M(»ore,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Benjamin  Randall.  Ridg- 
way,  Rodnev,  William  Russell,  Jdmes  M.  Russell,  Stanly, 
Straiton,Toland,Tomlinfon,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Joesph  I*.  White,  Christopher  H.Willioras,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,and  John  Young- 63. 

The  rales  were  therefore  suspended  by  a  ma- 
joiiiy  of  iwo-ihirds. 

Mr  EVERETT  iben^ntroduced  his  bill,  which 
was  read  a  ftr^t  and  second  time.  It  was  as  fot- 
love 

A  BILL  TO  REPEAL  THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 
Be  it  enacted  bji  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  RepreeetUaliots 
of  the  United  Slatea  of  America  in  Congress  usaembUd,  That 
so  act  eniided  **Aa  act  to  establish  a  uniform  systetn  of  bank- 
niotcy  throughout  the  United  States,"  approve<l  on  iheTiin«- 
issothday  oi  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  one,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is  repealed;  Provided,  That  this  act  sh^ 
aot  affect  any  case  or  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  commenced 
bofore  the  filth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
two;  eraoy  paioB,  penalties,  or  rorfeitutcs,  tacurred  under  such- 
act. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
aod  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
nexi. 

After  som/&  conver^aion  between  Mr.  EVER- 
ETT, Mu  BARNARD,  and  the  SPEAKER, 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Commitiee  on  the  Judieiarj. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  commit  it. 

Mr.  J.  R:  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  a  day 
morediatanc  than  the  one  named  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  should  be  fixed,  that  gentlemen 
night  bate  an  opportunity  to  hear  from  their  con- 
stimeals,  whose  opinions  might  possibly  regulate 
fhe  judgment  of  some  gentlemen.  He,  therefore, 
tnovad  lo  strike  out  *»Tuesday  next,"  and  insert 
*^gcrfty  week." 

Mr.  EyBRETT  thought  the  time  he  had  fixed 
long  «DOgh. 

MnFAYNE  gave  notice  that,  at  the  proper 
time,  te  shoold  move  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  CATS  JOHNSON  said  the  sooner  they  got 
rid  of  this  question  the  better;  and,  therefore,  ht 
movid  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BARNARD  hoped,  when  it  was  printed, 
the  HOMB  woQld  consent  to  act  with  that  delibera- 
te in  Ilis  ciae  which  marked  their  proceedinga  in 


others;  and  that  they  would  consent  to  com- 
mit Ibis  bill  to  a  standing  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the- motion  of 
Mr.  J.  R.  knGBBsoLL,  to  postpone  the  bill  to  this 
day  two  weeks;  which  was  lo&t — ^only  53  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  to  postpone 
until  to  morrow,  was  also  lost;  the  vote  being  78 
in  the  affirmative,  and  85  in  the  negative. 

The  question  xhen  recurred  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  EvBaxTT]  to  print 
and  postpone  until  Tuesday  next;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

TAMPERING  WITH  THE  EXECUTIVE. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  bad  voted  agsiast 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BoTTs]  as  a  question  of  privilege;  but  be  wps 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  fact,  if  any  gentleman  had 
been  tampering  with  the  Executive.  If  such  were 
the  fact,  he  wished  those  gentlemen  to  be  exposed 
to  the  public  indignation;  and,  therefore,  he  de- 
sired to  ofifer  a  resolniion  which  he  had  prepared. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  give  way,  so  that  some  Exfcutive 
communications  now  on  the  Speaker^s  table  might 
be  received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  yaid  it  would  occupy  but 
a  moment  to  dispose  of  bis  resolution,  and  ibe  Ex- 
ecutive communications  could  be  received  imme- 
diately after. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution  of  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows — yeas  109, 
nays  78;  which  being  less  than  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds,  the  motion  to  suhpend  the  rules  did  not  pre- 
vail. 

YEaS— Messrs.  Adams.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold^  Ar- 
ringion)  Aycrlgg,  Bahcock.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Biids- 
eye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Camp. 
t>ell,  Caruthers,  JohuC.  Clark,  Stalcy  N.  Clarke,  J.  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cuehing,  Gaxrett  Davis, 
Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Fos- 
ter, Gamble,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Halsted,  Henry,  Holmes,  C.  J. 
IngersolL,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  ]<ane,  Linn,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Robert  McClellan.  McKennan,  Mallory;  Thomas  P. 
Maiahall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Meriwether,  Mor* 
can,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Rayoer,  Reding,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  William  RusbcII,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shop- 
perd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sollere,  Stanly,  Siokely.  Strallon, 
Alexander  H.  II.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B. Thomp- 
son, Richaid  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompaon,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Wei. 
ler,  Joseph  L.  Whii«,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
Hams,  Wise,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 109. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Ba- 
ker, Beeson,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd.  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Bumell,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
John  Gsmpbell,  Cary,  Casey,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cross, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Ferris,  Fetsenden,  John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gates, 
Oerr^,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  William  O.  Goode,  Gostine, 
Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hut)ard,  Hudson, 
Hunter,  William  W.Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson, Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay.  McKeon,  Mar- 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mtxwell,  Medill,  Mitchell, 
Morris,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Picltens,  Plumer.  Read,  Rey- 
nolds, Riggs,  Rocers,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Snyder, 
Steenrod,  Sumter,  Walterson,  Westbrook,  and  Winthrop--73. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution of  (he  Senate  to  appoint  joint  committees 
on  enrolled  bills,  d&c,  dkc. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Executive 
communications  on  the  Speaker^  table  he  read; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clbrk  accordingly  read  a  varied  of  com- 
munieationa  from  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, and  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  (he  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings; and  they  were  appropriately  refenedf  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  if  (he  estimates  for 


the  year  had  l>e6n  received  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  they  had  not  yet 
been  placed  upon  his  table. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  he  had  received 
additional  testimony  in  the  ease  of  the  contested 
election  of  the  Delegate  from  Florida^  [Mr.  Levy.] 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  that  it  be  referred,  togeth- 
er with  the  testimony  previously  received,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Jast  session,  to  (he 
Committee  of  Elections. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  which  was  neiratived — the  vote  being  53 
in  the  affirmative,  and  76  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MORGAN  then  urged  the  motion  which  he 
had  submitted. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected  to  that  motion.  He 
did  not  know  by  what  authority  this  testimony  had 
been  taken,  nor  by  which  party;  but  at  the  extra 
session  time  was  given  both  parties  to  take  testimo- 
ny, under  the  rules  of  the  House,  which  prescribed 
how  the  testimony  should  be  taken;  testimony  was 
accordingly  taken,  and  the  whole  was  referred  to 
a  standing  committee,  by  whom  a  report  was 
made,  and  the  case  was  disposed  of.  But  new  tes- 
timony bad  found  its  way  into  the  House — ^by 
whom  or  by  what  authority  taken,  no  hunun  being 
could  tell.  It  was  certain  that  it  was  not  taken  by 
the  authority  of  the  House.  Now,  he  wished  to 
know  if,  at  this  late  day,  the  House  was  again  to 
commit  this  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
when  (he  term  of  the  Delegate's  service  had  nearly 
expiredl  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  species  of 
child's  play;  and  if  it  were  to  be  done,  he  hoped 
the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  it  would  take  upon 
themselves  the  trouble  which  the  examination 
would  require.  He  submitted,  as  a  question  o£ 
order,  whether  the  report  of  the  last  seteion  was 
now  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  decide  thaC 
it  was  not. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesdat,  December  14,  1849. 

The  PRESIDENT  ffUm.  lain  ue/ore  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
showing  the  returns  made  to  that  department,  by 
c  Hectors  of  the  several  collection  districts  of  the 
United  S'nteo,  of  the  number  of  American  seamen 
registered  in  each  district  during  the  year  ending 
September,  1843;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  the  petition  of  &nja- 
min  K.  Churchill,  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  privateer  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war  with  England,  praying^ 
for  a 'pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  (he  petition 
of  George  Burk,  praying  for  revolutionary  bounty 
land:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch  were  ordered-  to  be 
uken  from  the  files  of  the  Sena(e,  and  referred  to 
(he  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
Franklin  W.  Stilwell,  relative  to  qualifying  and 
appointing  engineers  on  board  (he  United  S(a(e8 
steamships:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral 
AffS&irs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  (he  Senate  the  petition 
and  papers  of  R.  S.  Coxe,  assignee  of  David 
Beard. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  B.  Levels;  which  was  twice  read/ 
aod  appropriately  referred. 
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Mr.  BATB8,  on  leare,  intradoced  a  bill  for  f  e- 
funding  to  Massachusetts  tbt  bfttmices daeker for 
disbarsements  daring  the  late  wax  wfth  Great  drit- 
ain;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afl^irs. 

Mr«  CLAYTON,  on  leare,  introduced  a  bill  to 
re|)«ai  the  act  to  amend  an  aot  approved  23d  An* 
gnat,  1843,  farther  sapplemeniary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  to  establi^  the  jadiolal  system  of  the 
United  'SiaiesV  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  tb<!  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PORTER,  on  leare,  fntrodaced  a  bHI  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "Art  act  to  establish  the  north 
'em  iMODdary  line  of  the  S<ate  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
ride  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  ibe  Union,** 
approved  in  1836;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  KINQ,  on  leare,  iatrodaoed  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison  Yooisg,  and  Ben- 
jamin Young;  which  was  read  twice,  andj'  with  the 
papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  relating  to  it,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  on  leave,  introduoed  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  claimants  to  indemnity  for  certain 
slaves  taken  by  the  British  Gorernment  from  on 
board  of  the  American  brig^  the  Comet  and  Bnco* 
ttinm,  at  Nassau  and  New  Proridenee;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com.mittee  on  F6r- 
eign  Relations. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introdnced  a  bill  to  indem- 
nify Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  damages 
sustained  in  discharge  of  his  official  duly;  which 
wa?  read  twice,  and 

Mr.  L  said  the  bill  was  rery  short;  and,  ta- 
king example  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  WaioRT,]  he  would  not  more  to  refer  it  to 
any  committee.  It  was  fully  discussed  at  the  last 
session;  and  its  prorisions  being  simple,  were,  no 
doubt,  understood  on  ajl  sides.  He  woald,  there- 
fore, more  that  the  bill  be  postponed  till  this  day 
week,  and  made  the  order  for  that  day.  The  mo^ 
tion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following 
biUs,  viz: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the  six- 
teenth sections  gran'ed  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  ''Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,**  ap- 
proved 9ih  July,  1839;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  Sd  March,  1833;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  C)aim.<:, 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  al- 
low a  drawback  on  foreiftn  merchandise  exported 
in  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
in  Mexico;  which  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  FULTON  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee q;i  Commerce' 

Mr.  WOODBURY  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
Commiliee  on  Commerce,  to  which  it  was  proposed 
10  refer  this  bill,  would  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  enlarging  its  provision!^,  so  as  to  in- 
clude the  whole  frontier  of  the  United  States.  He 
considered  that  the  privilege  of  drawback  on  goods 
exported  in  original  packages  .was  equally,  if  not 
more,  important  to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  sec- 
tions of  (he  country,  than  to  that  section  which  this 
bill  was  intended  to  benefit — the  West. 

Mr.  KING,  as  one  of  the  committee,  had  no 
objection  to  the  reference;  but  he  must  say  that  he 
was  adverse  to  the  passage  of  any  general  proris- 
ion  allowing  drawback,  bellering  that  it  would 
lead  to  most  miscbievoos  consequence*,  and  would 
defraud  the  Government  of  a  large  portion  of  its 
revenue. 

*  Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  had  at  the  last  session  examined  this 
bill,  and  considered  it  as  a  case  sui  generis,  and 
one  which  oaght  te  pass  as  a  matter  of  strict  jus- 
tice to  those  interested  in  the  trade,  and  as  a  matter 
of  public  policy.  T'le  committee  then  reporied 
favorably  to  the  pnssafe  of  the  bill  without  a  gen. 
eral  pTovi»i'»n.  Thty  th^ght  it  ought  not  to  be 
connected  with  the  subject  of  drawbacks  genera  I  ly. 
i|e  believed  the  interests  of  the  ooantry  were  very 


well  protected  in  the  bill  as  then  reported  from  tbe 
committee,  and  that  it  ongbt  to  pass. 

Mr.  FULTON  remarked  that  the  bill  at  the  last 
session  took  the  rery  course  which  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  suggested;  and,  on  account 
of  its  being  encumbered  with  the  additional  weight 
of  a  general  provision,  was  lost.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  this  bill,  which  was  intended  to  provide 
for  a  peculiar  case,  would  not  again  be  converted 
into  a  general  bill.  As  the  bill'  stood,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest  to  the  West;  not  only  so,  but 
to  the  whole  Unioa.  Justice  to  those  interested  in 
this  particular  trade  demanded  its  passage,  wheth- 
er a  general  system  of  drawbacks  be  established  or 
not. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  did  not  wish  to  em- 
bar lass  the  action  trpon  this  bill;  but  he  hoped  that 
when  the  committee  were  considering  the  subject, 
they  would  consider  the  question  of  extending  the 
principles  of  the  bill  to  every  section  Of  the  Union. 
He  felt  bound,  at  the  last  session,  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  make  tbe  motion  to  include  the  whole 
frontier  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  bill.  He  would 
try  again  to  eflr4*ct  that  object.  It  was  important 
not  only  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  to  a 
vast  portion  of  the  business  passing  through  the 
Northern  lakes,  and  on  the  Northern  railroad^, 
during  six  months  in  the  year,  when  the  navigation 
was  closed.  He  merely  threw  out  the  suggestion 
to  the  committee,  lo  consider  the  propriety  of  ma^ 
king  the  bill  general,  while  they  were  entertaining 
the  subject.  As  to  the  objection  urged  against  a 
general  l>illr  (bat  frauds  would  grow  np  under  it,  he 
would  only  say  that  smuggling  can  be  as  effectually 
guarded  against  in  a  general  bill  as  it  was  prssible 
to  do  in  a  partial  bill.  He  would  feel  compcJIed, 
in  justice  to  the  whole  froniirr,  to  more  an  amend- 
ment in  accordance  with  his  views  when  the  bill 
came  before  the  Senate  for  action. 

The  bill  was  then  refeired  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introdnced  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  a  donation  of  laud  to  certain  persons  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  oitiz'-ns  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaw  Indians;  which  bills  were  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  oK>tiott  of  Mr.  LINN,  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Dr.  Boyd  Reiliy  were  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Garland  db  Curry  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  tbe  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Messrs.  BATEdand  FULTON  gave  notice  that 
they  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
ctrtam  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BVANS^  the  following  reso- 
lution, introdnced  by  Mr.  Bmroir  on  Monday  last, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Ruolvedy  That  tbe  President  of  tbe  Uolied  Statei  be  requeet- 
ed  to  inforro  ttie  Senate  ufoUo we: 

1.  The  number  and  eetioialed  value  of  veaiele  which  will  be 
equired  in  the  African  equadron  under  the  laie  Dritieh  treaty. 

2.  Tbe  probalUe  annual  cost  of  repairing  said  Teeeels. 

3.  The  number  of  men  and  offlcera  whicb  the  equipment  of 
the  Mnadron  will  require. 

4.  The  probable  annual  lota  of  men  fVom  deMhi,  desertion, 
and  other  eaeualtiee,  on  board  eaid  equadron. 

6.  The  probable  annual  expenditure  of  said  squadron,  under 
all  the  beadi  of  expenditure  incident  to  the  service. 

0.  Whether  it  is  intended  to  make  ihe  squadron  consist  of 
more  than  eighty  guna,  and  the  calibre  of  tl>e  gmu  to  t>e  used. 

7.  Tbe  whok)  number  of  gdns  which  it  isezpectod  to  have 
afloat  in  the  United  States  nary  during  the  year  1818^  and  the 
estimated  ejcpense  of  the  naval  esiablialuneni  fortlie  year,  in* 
eluding  all  expenses  incident  to  keeping  up  the  navy. 

Mr.  BENTON  modified  the  resolution,  by  in- 
serting ihe  words  "and  other  arms*'  after  the  word 
"guD$,^  in  the  7ih  clause.  The  resolution,  as  thus 
modified,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  OLAYTON  said  he  found  the  Chair  had 
placed  him  on  the  Committee  on  Printing.  His 
health  was  such,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
perform  the  duties  which  would  devolve  on  bim 
in  consequence.  He  therefore  asked  to  be  ex* 
cased. 

The  question  was  put,  and  he  was  ezeused;  and 
the  Chair  was  authorized  to  appoint  another  mem 
b«r  to  fiM  th&  tidm^. 


CORPS  OF  RBP0RT1R8. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  sudi  a 
corps  came  up  in  order;  but  aras,  at  tbe  saggaetioa 
of  Mr.  BAYARD,  who  inuodaced  it,  postponed  tiU 
fiionday  nezu 

CLAIMANTa 

The  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Gbaham  came  nf , 

and  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  Houee  9f  Rqtresentaiives 
concurring,)  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  joint  rutm  of 
the  two  Houaes:  ,        ^    ^ 

Whenever  a  claim  against  the  United  States,  of  any  Oeserip- 
tion,  has  been,  or  shall  be,  presented  to  either  noose,  and  re- 
fen  ed  to  a  committee,  and  such  committee  shall  have  made  a 
report  in  writing  "against  the  allowance  of  the  claim,  and  tho 
same  shall  have  been  concurred  in  by  such  House,  it  shaJl  not 
be  in  order  to  revive  the  consideration  of  such  cMum.  In  tlMt 
House,  at  the  same  or  any  future  session  of  Congroai^  either  br 
bill,  resolutioB,  petition,  or  otherwise,  except  upon  a  memorial 
of  the  claimant,  first  setting  forth,  upon  affidavit,  that  be  turn 
discovered  new  evidence  in  support  of  his  claim  stooe  the  de- 
cision against  it,  and  a  statement  of  the  subsunce  of  such  evi- 
dence; or,  second,  assigning  specific  errors  in  the  report  ofVM 
committee  adverse  to  it,  i^  a  certificate  of  a  membsr  of  that 
House  that  he  believes  that  the  fmner  deciaion  was  siioneoiia, 
as  charged  io  said  memorial:  Provided^  That  aa  order  di*- 
charging  acommittaa  from  the  further  ooosideration  of  a  ciaimi 
shall  in  nowise  require  compUanoe  with  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  remarked  that  this  rcsolatioa 
was  fully  discussed  and  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  on  in  the  other 
Houee;  and  unless  some  Senator  wiihed  a  post- 
ponement, he  hoped  it  would  be  passed  at  once. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQfi  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  resolution.  He  deemed  the  rules  already 
passed  sufficient  to  guard  the  Senate  against  im- 
proper applications  from  claimants.  Toe  effect  o£ 
tbe  rule  wou'd  be  to  narrow  down  and  inOrin^  the 
right  of  petition  of  his  constituents.  He  could  not 
see  that  any  good  would  grow  ont  of  it^  and  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  KING  said  it  appeared  to  bim  that  his 
friend  from  Michigan  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of 
the  proposed  rule,  when  be  asserted  that  it  wovld 
operate  as  an  infringement  of  tbe  right  of  petition. 
He  would  find,  on  examining  the  proposition,  that 
that  right  was  scrupnlou«fy  guaraed.  The  great 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  prevent  a  constant 
return  of  subjects  acted  upon  year  after  year,  and 
reported  aitainst  by  the  committees,  and  rejected  by 
the  two  Houses — matters  which  were  frequently 
brought  up  from  musty  records,  and  presented  to 
tbe  £nale,  with  no  new  grounds  by  the  claimants 
to  recommend  them  to ,  its  consideration.  This 
practice  caused  a  great  deal  of  labor,  and  was  at- 
tended with  considerable  expense  to  the  natloB. 
This  rule  was  to  prevent  the  practice,  and  ensbte 
Congress  to  devote  to  tbe  important  hnsineas  of  the 
nation  the  time  thus  improperly  taken  np  in  rein* 
vestigdting,  thrice  over  and  over  again,  claims 
without  meiit  or  shadow  of  justice.  The  r«le 
would  be  an  admirable  one,  and  wontd  save  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  labor,  and  a  great  deal  of 
money  for  the  Gk>vemment.  He  knew  that,  year 
after  ytmrf  these  rejected  claims  were  hunted  np  by 
interested  agents,  and  brought  forward  arithont  any 
new  evidence  or  new  grounds  to  recommend  them 
to  favorable  consideration;  and,  when  presaniedy 
they  were  referred  to  the  committees,  reinvesUga* 
ted,  at  immense  labor,  reported  against,  and  reject- 
ed: and  still  there  was  no  end  to  action  upon  them. 
The  claims  of  citizens  should  be  fully  and  fairly 
examined,  and  decided  upon;  but,  when  that  was 
done.  Congress  should  at  least  be  saved  the  trouble 
of  going  over  them  again  and  again. 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  tbe  resolution  re« 
quired  that  a  report  in  writing  shonld  be  made  by 
the  committees. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  that,  if  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  a  report  was  made 
aad  published,  giving  infc^rmation  to  the  conntiy 
of  the  rule,  and  the  reasons  for  its  adoption,  it 
would  prevent  much  abu?e  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. If  otherwise,  great  complaint  in  regard  to 
members  of  Congress  neglecting  the  business  con- 
fided to  them  wonld  be  made;  and  tbey  would  have 
to  write  many  letters  defending  themselves  ag«Snit 
the  charge.  There  had  been  some  discussion  upon 
the  snbjMt  last  year;  and  be  believed  there  Wiu  a 
resolution  adopted,  of  tbe  nature  of  this  proMed 
rule,  requiring  a  written  report  to  be  ina&  in 
lOl  eases  of  private  claims,  and  exeludlttii'  ftt« 
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iber  adioQ  on  claims  thus  unfavorably  re- 
ported upon.  After  (he  passage  of  such  rale, 
he  bad  been  greatly  blamed  for  not  pressing 
claims  reported  against,  without  the  applicant 
knowing  of  the  existence  of  the  rule  of  the 
Senate.  His  honorable  friend  from  Alabama 
certainly  stated  the  case  veiy  strongly,  and,  in  the 
maia,  correciJy.  They  had  been  grossly  impo<ed 
upon.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the 
matter  to  some  committee;  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  referied  to  the  Committee  on 
Qnims. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  had  no  ol jection  to  the  refer- 
ence; but  snpposed  the  iK>toriety  of  the  course  pnr- 
sned  by  Congress,  in  relation  to  reiterated  claims, 
would  be  given  as  well  by  the  publication  of  the 
resolution,  as  by  the  publication  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  He  therefore  5>aw  no  necessity 
for  the  reference  desired  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. He  had  been  induced  to  bring  forward  the 
subject  at  the  last  session,  in  consequence  of  the 
experience  he  bad  had,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  regard  to  iht  pertinacity  with  which 
claims  are  reiterated  after  repeated  rejections,  and 
the  expenditure  of  much  labor  in  previous  in- 
vestigations. The  committee  have  had  to  con- 
sider claims  repeatedly  rejected  since  1815-*16, 
and  even  since  1808.  There  is  no  end  to  the  la- 
labor  of  investigation,  if  this  system  is  to  go  on. 

Mt,  WRIGHT  said,  in  relation  to  the  consider- 
ations which  had  been  suggested  for  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  it  appear^  to  him  that  there  was 
another,  which  rendered  it  a  high  and  imperious 
duty  upon  Congress  to  adopt  such  a  resolution. 
With  a  single  word,  he  wonldrefer  to  it  They 
had,  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  heard  a 
good  deal  of  abuse  about  the  delays,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  in  acting  upon  private  claims.  They 
had  heard  it  asserted  that  there  were  a  thousand 
honest  and  suffering  claimants  before  Coogrefs 
whose  claims  were  not  acted  on.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
bad  no  donbt  that,  if  both  Henses  were  to 
adopt  such  a  rule,  and  abide  by  it,  at  least 
nine  hundred  out  ef  the  one  thousand  claims 
would  di^ppear  at  once.  There  were  claims 
which  had  been  before  Congress  for  twenty 
years;  and,  having  no  merit,  they  could  not  be  dis- 
posed of.  To  rid  themselves,  then,  of  these— he 
would  not  say  slanders— but  these  errors  in  the 
pUbUe  judgment,  and  to  show  that  they  did  not  de- 
serve these  reproachful  charges  of  neglecting  pri* 
vale  claims,  it  would,  he  thought,  be  proper  to 
adopt  some  hocest  and  fair  rule  by  which,  when  a 
bad  claim  had  been  once  fairly  rejected,  it  should 
not  again  be  placed  upon  the  calendar,  and  con- 
tinued there  from  day  to  day,  as  constructive  evi- 
dence of  improper  neglect  and  delay  on  the  part 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  made  some  farther  re- 
marks against  the  resolution;  and 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence, and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  wa«  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative.  * 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  orders  of  the  day  brought  up  Mr.  BanroM^ 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act. 

The  CHAIR  announced  that  it  was  on  its  sec* 
oad  reading,  and  would  be  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  the  question  pending  being  on 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  GaiHAM.] 

Mr.  BEREIEN  observed  that,  if  the  bill  wa&  still 
sabject  to  such  a  motion,  he  would  move  to  refer 
it  IP  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  C£1AIR  stated  that  the  motion  would  be 
io  order. 

Mjc.  BERRIEN  observed  that  he  believed  it  was 
considered  expedient,  in  obedience  to  public  opin- 
ion, to  bring  forward  the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the 
comaieneement  of  this  session  of  Congress. 

The  law,  as  it  now  exists,  applies  to  cases  both 
of  voluntary  and  involuntary  bankrop:cy.  It  was 
proposed  to  repeal  this  law,  on  the  ground  that 
pnfedie  opinion  was  against  it;  but,  in  his  (Mr.  B.'s) 
o^inioo,  the  public  sentiment  was  directed  rather 
against  that  portion  of  the  law  which  relates  to  vol- 
nnitfy  bankmptoy,  than  against  the  law  itself.  With 
»  vieVy  then,  to  asceitain,  by  examination,  whether  | 


such  a  bill  may  not  be  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  as  would  steer  clear  of  the  objec- 
tions which  apply  to  the  existing  law,  it  seemed 
desirable  thai  it  should  be  referred  to  a  com-. 
mitiee  for  inquiry.  And  he  was  strengthened 
in  this  conviction  by  the  fact,  that  among  the 
numerous  petitions  which  had  been  presented  to 
Congress  at  a  former  session,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  by  far  the  greater  portion  soaght, 
not  its  repeal,  but  a  modification  of  it,  by  excluding 
the  provisions  which  relate  to  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy, and  by  modifying  the  terms  upon  which  cer- 
tificates of  bankruptcy  should  be  granted.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  public  opinion,  so  far  as  it  had 
been  ascertained  by  the  representations  made  to' 
Congress,  was  not  at  all  adverse  to  the  existence 
of  a  system  of  mercantile  bankruptcy;  and  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  a  bill  in  such  a 
form  might  not  be  substituted  for  the  present  law, 
he  thought  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  refer- 
red. But  it  was  particularly  desirable  in  another  and 
a  general  view;  inasmuch  as  it  would  protect  the 
legislation  of  the  United  States  Congress  from  the 
imputation  of  instability,  and  insure  that  respect 
which  ought  to  be  entertained  towards  all  legisla- 
tion. Besides,  it  seemed  to  him  improper  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  consideration  of  the  matter  with  such 
rapidity,  precluding  the  possibility  of  giving  it  that 
due  deliberation  which  it  required.  They  should 
not  hurry  their  investigation  upon  this  subject 
without  making  those  preliminary  inquiries' which 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  making  in  regard  to 
every  ordinary  suj[)ject.  These  were  the  consider- 
ations which  induced  him  to  propose  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected,  in  the  mo^t  stren%)us 
terms,  to  the  reference  proposed  bv  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  To  refer  the  bill  to  that  comnaittee, 
would  be  tantamount  to  its  total  rejection.  He 
would  tell  the  Senate  plainly,  that,  if  the  reference 
was  made,  he  would  consider  the  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  act  at  once  rejected.  What 
would  it  be,  but  inviting  a  committee  hostile  to  the 
purpose  of  the  bill  to  go  into  the  question  of  a  uni* 
versal  bankrupt  system,  or  exercise  its  ingenuity  to 
build  up  a  system  like  that  of  the  British  bankrupt 
system?  and  that  is  not  a  work  that  can  be  per- 
formed this  session,  if  it  ever  can  be  performed 
successfully.  The  committee  was  under  the  delu- 
sion of  the  false  doctrine  which  induced  the  original 
measure:  that  delusion  was,  th^t  insolvency  and 
bankruptcy  are  one  and  the  same  thing.  This  falla- 
cy has  ever  been  maintained  by  the  Judiciary  in  the 
application  of  the  laws,  which  cannot  be  administer- 
ed without  gross  error.  A  question  cannot  arise  be- 
tween two  neighbors  about  a  dozen  of  eggs,  with- 
out being  liable  to  be  taken  from  the  custody  of  the 
laws  of  the  States  and  brought  up  to  the  Federal 
courts.  And  now,  when  this  doctrine  that  insol- 
vency and  bankruptcy  are  the  same,  if  a  continu- 
ance of  the  law  is  to  be  coniri\  ed,  it  must  be  done 
in  conformity  with  such  a  fallacy.  Tne  law  has 
proved  to  be  nothing  but  a  great  insolvent  law,  for 
the  abolition  of  debts,  for  the  benefit  of  debtors; 
and  would  it  be  maintained  that  a  permanent  sys- 
tem ought  to  be  built  up  on  feuch  a  foundation  as 
thati  No,  he  could  tell  the  Senate  they  could  not 
go  into  any  such  work.  He  should  resist  the  mo- 
tion for  these  reasons.  He  resisted  it,  also,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  all  parliamentary  usage 
to  send  a  bill  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  princi- 
ples. To  send  it  to  snch  a  committee  is  to  send  it 
where  it  is  foredoomed.  There  was  no  occasion 
for  such  a  course;  the  law  has  met  the  universal 
condemnation  of  the  country.  The  present  bill 
was  a  bill  for  its  repeal,  with  provisions  for 
bringing  the  remaining  cases  within  constitutional 
limits.  With  this  view  he  had  taken  the  36th  sec- 
tion of  the  old  bankrupt  act  of  1800,  which  re- 
quired the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors 
to  the  extinction  of  the  bankrupt's  debts.  The 
whole  of  the  creditors  are  treated  as  a  partnership 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  their  debts — all  having 
an  interest^  but  giving  alarge  majority  a  decisive 
voice  in  the  adjustment.  The  old  bankrupt  act 
was  in  reality  a  bankrupt  system,  and  respected 
the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States.  But  the  present 
lav  undertakes  to  expunge  the  insolvent  laws  of 
the  States.    The  old  law  was  confined  to  traders; 


but  this  extends  to  every  one  who  wants  to  get 
rid  of  his  debts.  The  old  law  of  1800  not  only^ 
respected  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States,  bat 
the  lien  laws  of  the  States;  this  presumes  to  abro^ 
gate  both.  In  the  provisions  of  this  repeal  bill,  the 
necessary  clauses  of  the  old  law  are  to  be  incor- 
porated, in  relation  to  the  remaining  cases  of  bank- 
ruptcy. This  must  be  done  to  bring  them  within 
the  pale  of  the  Consiitutjpn.  One  good  effect 
will  be,  that,  although  .we  may  not  tell  the 
judges  they  have  been  guilty  of  gross  error,  we 
can  show  them  that  they  have  acted  an  const!  tn- 
tionally.  In  England,  a  bankrupt  must  have  bis 
certificate  sighed  by  two-thirds  of  his  creditors,  or 
he  is  treated  as  an  uncertified  bankrupt.  And  he 
would  tell  the  Senate  that  here,  now,  every  persoa 
who  has  been  discharged  under  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion is  an  uncertified  l^ankrupt;  and  his  claim  to 
be  discharged  from  liability  to  his  debts  should  be 
disregarded  in  any  court  acting  up  to  the  Constitn- 
tion.  If  he  (Mr.  B.)  were  judge  of  a  court,  he 
would  treat  as  a  nullity  any  certificate  under  the 
present  law,  brought  forward  as  a  plea  against  a 
claim  of  debt.  He  would  ask  for  a  certificate 
signed  by  two-thirds  of  the  creditors;  and  if  that 
could  not  be  produced,  he  would  disregard  the  plea 
altogether.  He  would  ask,  was  the  Senate  now  to 
elongate  this  iniquitous  act?  and  If  it  was,  for  what 
length  of  time?  He  could  tell  them  how  long  it 
would  admit  of  remaining  cases  being  continued: 
just  as  long  as  the  assets  would  hold  out  to  pay 
the  ofllcers  of  the  courts  and  the  commissioners. 

Some  months  ago,  he  read  in  a  Philadelphia  pa- 
per a  notice  to  creditors  to  come  forward  for  a  div- 
idend of  half  a  cent  in  the  dollar  in  a  case  of  bank- 
ruptcy pending,  under  the  old  law  of  1800,  since 
the  year  1801.  And,  three  or  four  days  ago,  he  read 
a  notice  in  a  London  paper,  calling  on  craclitors  to 
come  in  for  a  dividead  of  five-sixths  of  a  penny  in 
the  ponnd,  in  a  case  of  bankruptcy  pending  since 
the  year  1793.  Here  has  been  a  case  where  tho 
waste  of  property  has  been  going  on  for  fifty  years: 
in  England,  and  another  case  where  it  has  beea 
going  on  in  this  country  forty-one  or  forty-two 
years.  He  had  been  himself  twenty-three  years  ia 
the  Senate,  and,  during  that  time,  various  efifortsr 
were  made  to  revive  the  old  law  of  1800  in  somo 
shape  or  other;  but  never,  till  last  session,  in  ths 
shape  in  which  the  present  law  passed.  And  how 
could  this  law  be  expected  to  stand,  when  even  tho 
law  of  1800  (which  was  in  reality  a  bankrupt  law> 
could  not  stand;  but  was,  in  the  first  year  of  its 
operation,  condemned  by  the  whole  country.  Witb 
regard  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  GaAHAM]  to  amend  the  bill,  he  should 
say  that  it  fairly  brought  up  the  question  properly 
at  issue.  It  brought  up  the  question  of  repeal; 
and,  that  being  decided,  it  next  presented  the 
question  of  how  the  pending  cases  are  to 
be  treated.  One  proposition  is  to  go  on,  ia 
relation  to  these  cases,  with  the  bankrupt  law 
as  if  not  repealed;  the  other  is,  to  make  these 
reihaining  cases  subject  to  the  provisions  of  a  con- 
stitutional bankrupt  law.  On  this  issue,  the  ques- 
tion is  just  as  fairly  presented,  and  much  better 
presented,  than  it  can  be  by  any  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  does  all  that  can  be  required.  It  brings 
up  the  main  subject  in  all  its  bearings.  All  that  is 
necessary,  is  to  fix  a  day  for  its  cousideration.  If, 
however,  the  motion  of  reference  was  persisted  in, 
he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  did  not  know  that  the  mere 
question  of  reference  was  such  a  vital  one  as  to 
commit  those  who  should  vote  for  it.  He  suppoeedy 
from  present  indications,  that  the  law  would  be  re- 
pealed. But  those  who  intended  to  vote  for  the  re- 
peal, could  assuredly  vote  for  the  reference* 
without  being  thereby  committed  against  the 
repeal.  The  question  of  reference  iX  simply, 
whether  the  Senate  shall  proceed  in  the  mat- 
ter deliberately,  and  upon  full  information;  or 
precipitately,  and  without  any  guide.  It  was,  he 
considered,  all-important  that  the  bill  now  under 
discussion  should  undergo  the  examination  of  the 
appropriate  committee.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
sonri  says  the  question  is  fairly  and  fully  presented 
on  the  motion  of  the€ienator  from  North  Carolina* 
9nt  there  ate  many  Senators  who  think  the  quea* 
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tion  sboald  also  embrsce  a  modification  of  the  law; 
and  (hey,  too,  wish  lo  see  ihat  riew  presented  from 
the  proper  source.  Let  the  bill,  then,  go  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  if  the  law  it  to  be 
repealed,  ihere  will  be  time  enough  to  effect  that 
object.  It  seemed,  indeed,  strange  to  him  that 
there  should  be  any  objection  to  letting  the  bill  pass 
through  the  Judiciary  Committee;  for  the  Senate 
must  have  the  same  control  of  it  after  tt  is  reported 
back,  that  it  has  now.  He  hoped  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  considering  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee« 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  was  truly  sUted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  that  the  bill  he  proposes, 
and  the  amendmtnt  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  present  two  questions — the  question 
of  repeal,  and  the  question  as  to  the  terms  of  that 
repeal.  But,  independently  of  these,  there  was  a 
third  qaestion,  A  portion  of  the  Senaie  deaiied 
to  have  it  inquired  of,  by  a  committee^  whether,  m* 
stead  of  an  absolute  repeal  of  the  law,  it  might 
not  h9  so  modified  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  in* 
terr>ts  of  the  country,  and  to  the  prevailing  public 
opinion.  With  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  such 
a  modification  could  be  proposed,  it  was  asked  that 
the  bill  might  be  referred  to  the  Jndidary  Commit- 
tee. And  surely,  in  relation  to  a  maitier  of  this  im* 
portant  nature — in  relation  to  the  ezerciseof  a  pow- 
er which  oould  alpoe  be  exercised  by  the  General 
Government— notwithstanding  gentlemen  might 
entr-ftain  the  opinion  that  the  bill,  even  when  so 
modified,  would  not  be  acceptable  to  them, 
yet  it  was  but  one  of  the  ordinary  courtesies  of 
legislation  to  allow  gentlemen  who  may  take  a 
different  view,  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
views  for  the  consideration  of  that  body.  He 
(Mr.  Bkrbixn)  denied,  therefore,  that  ihe  refer- 
ence of  the  bill  to  the  committee  would  at  all  in- 
fluence the  vital  question  of  repeal  or  no  repeal. 
The  only  effect  of  the  reference  would  be,  to  give 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  modification  of  the 
law  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  views  in  a 
deliberate  form.  He  would  not,  however,  object 
to  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  if  there  was  any  Senator 
present  who  would  say  that  the  vote  he  should  give 
for  reference  would  not  commit  him,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  willing  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  disposed  to 
gratify  the  gentleman  by  the  reference,  although  he 
should  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  should  vote  for  the  ref- 
erence, without  feeling  himself  committed  at  all, 
with  respect  to  the  vote  he  should  give  on  the  ques* 
tion  of  repeal.  He  intended  to  vote  for  the  repeal 
in  some  form. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would,  then,  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmatiFe—ayes  17,  noes  13;  and  it 
was  accordingly  ^o  referred. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  im.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Pensions,  containing  a  list  of  applicants  for 
pensions,  or  increase  of  pension,  which  applica- 
tions were  rejected  during  the  last  year:  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table,  and  ba  printed. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covering 
despatches  from  the  Mediterranean,  giving  correct 
information  of  the  stale  of  the  reUtions  of  the 
tJniied  States  with  Morocco;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  BAYARD,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  also  staled  that  there 
were  communications  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  an  executive  character,  on  his  desk. 

Thereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day '^session  therein. 
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Mr.  McKEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commeree  of  the  eitjpof  New  Yoric 
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for  a  warehousing  system;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Messrs.  Jambs  Irviv,  Eomohd  BtntEE,  and  P. 
Q.  GooDB,  were  this  morning  announced  as  the 
members,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  Ac 

CIVIL  A  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Oov- 
emment  for  the  half  of  the  calendar  year  ending  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1843. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CRUSHING  begged  to  ^k  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ifeans  if  the  bill 
contained  an  appropriaticn  for  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress,  and  the  usual  contingencier;  so  that 
no  bill  was  to  be  introduced  for  that  purpose,  in 
anticipation  of  the  ordinary  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriations. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied,  that  this  bill  contained 
a  provision  for  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  the  contingendeF;  and  that  no  bill  for  that 
purpose  would,  therefore,  be  introduced  io  antici- 
pation of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriatioos. 

Mt.  CU8HINQ  observed  that  he  was  glad  the 
committee  had  adopted  that  eoorse. 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
tlft  election  of  its  Chaplain;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOWNE  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tiffany 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  HENRY  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reese  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  nominated  the  Ret.  Mr. 
Mnller  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  now  resident  in 
the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  PEARCE  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Suther- 
land of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  MALLORY  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clay- 
ton of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  HUDSON  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bull- 
finch of  the  Unitarian  Church. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  laid  he  had  been  requested  by 
several  of  his  friends  to  nominate  the  BLev.  Mr. 
Maffitt,  their  late  Chaplain,  whom  he  and  his 
friends  would  rather  hear  than  any  other  man 
[laughter]  that  they  could  get;  and  therefore  they 
wanted  to  vole  for  him. 

Mr.  BARTON  nominated  the  Rev.  John  Collins 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  nominations  having  all  been  made,  Messrs. 
BowNB,  HxirRT,  and  Jambs  Coopsa,  were  ap- 
pointed tellers  to  receive  the  votes. 

The  vote  haviog  been  taken, 

Mr.  BOWNE  announced  that  the  number  of 
votes  taken  was    •  •  -  -    194 

Necessary  to  a  choice   -  •  -      98 

Of  which— 

Mr.  Tiffany  received    -  -  -      78 

Mr.  Muller       •  -  •  -34 

Mr.  Reese        -  -  -  -      39 

Mr.  Maflltt       •  -  -  -19 

Mr.  Clayton     •  •  •  -      13 

Mr.  Bullfinch   -  -  -  -      13 

Mr.  Collins       -  -  -  -5 

Mr.  Sutherland  •  «  -  •       3 

As  no  candidate  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
voles  given,  there  was  no  choice,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  vote  again. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  if  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  submit  a  resolution  to  elect  the 
gentleman  having  a  plurality  of  votes. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  BARTON  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins from  nomination.    . 

A  second  vote  was  then  t4ken,  the  result  of 
which 

Mr.  BOWNE  announced  to  ^e— 

Whole  number  of  votes  -  -    198 

Necessary  to  a  choice  -  -  -    100 


Of  which— 
Mr.  Tiffany  received 
Mr.  Reese 
Mr.  Muller 
Mr.  Mafiitt 
Mr.  Bulfinch 


-  119 

-  39 
•      99 

-  10 

1 


Mr.  Tiffany  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  he  was  declared  duly  elected  to 
the  chaplaincy  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  pretent  session. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  John  Ttlxu,  jr.,  his 
secretary,  as  follows: 

To  the  HouM  of  Repretentativea: 

Two  bill!  were  preeented  to  me,  at  the  Uut  teifioD  of  Coo. 
greee,  which  originated  in  the  Hooee  or  Repreeentatirai,  nei« 
therof  which  was  signed  by  me;  end,  both  having  been  pre* 
tented  within  ten  days  of  tlie  cloee  of  the  Mnioo,  neither  haa 
k>ecome  a  lew. 

The  first  of  tbeae  waa  a  bill  antitled  **An  act  to  repeal  Uie 
proviso  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  *An  aa  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sale*  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights,'  approved  September  fourth,  one  thoqeend 
eight  hundred  and  forty-one." 

Ttiis  bill  was  presented  to.  me  on  Tuesday,  tlie  90th  Aofast, 
at  iwenty.four  minutes  after  four  o'clock  in  tne  afternoon. 

For  my  opinions  relative  to  the  provisions  contamed  In  tUs 
bill,  it  is  only  necessary  that  I  should  refer  to  previous  commu* 
nications  made  by  me  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  other  bill  was  entitled  **An  act  regulating  the  taldng  of 
testimony  in  cases  of  contested  electioDs,  and  for  other  par- 
poses." 

This  bill  was  presented  to  me  at  a  quarter  past  one  o*clodE, 
on  Wednesday,  the  thirtv-first  day  of  August.  The  two  Houses, 
bv  concunent  vote,  had  already  agreed  to  terminate  the  sss* 
sion  by  adjournment  at  two  o'clock  on  that  dav — that  is  to  say, 
within  three-quarters  of  an  hour  from  the  time  the  trfll  was 
placed  in  my  bands.  It  was  a  bill  containing  tweoty-asvea 
sections,  aiid,  1  need  not  say,  of  an  important  nature. 

On  its  presenUU(«n  to  me,  its  reading  was  immediately  com- 
menced; but  was  interrupted  by  so  many  commonicatioiM 
from  the  Senate,  and  so  many  other  causes  operating  at  tlie 
last  hour  of  the  session,  tlwt  it  was  impoarible  to  read  the  bill 
understandingly,  and  with  proper  deliberation,  liefore  the  hour 
fixed  for  the  amournment  of  the  two  Houses;  and  this,  I  pra< 
sums,  is  asufncleot  reason  for  neither  signing  the  bill,  nor  ra- 
luf  niog  it  with  my  objections. 

The  l7th  joist  rule  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  declares 
that  *'no  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  bis  approbation,  on  the  laai|day  of 
thesesdon." 

This  rule  was  evidently  designed  to  give  to  the  Preaidsot  a 
reasonable  opportunity  of  perusing  important  acta  of  Ooogrsas, 
and  giving  them  some  degree  ol  constderatioo,  before  signing 
or  returning  the  same. 

It  is  true,  that  the  two  Houses  have  been  hi  the  babU  of  aua- 
pending  thti  rule,  towards  the  close  of  the  ssssion,  la  ralaiioo  to 
particular  bills;  and  it  appears  by  the  printed  journal,  that,  by 
concurrent  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  passed  on  the  last  dsy  of 
the  session,  the  rule  was  agreed  to  be  suspended,  so  ^  as  the 
same  should  relate  to  all  such  bills  as  stiould  have  been  passed 
by  the  two  Houses  at  one  o'clock  on  that  day.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly to  be  regretted  that  a  necessity  should  ever  exist  for  such 
suspension,  in  the  case  of  bills  of  great  importanca,  and  thar^ 
fore  demanding  careful  consideration. 

As  the  hill  has  failed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  CiMMtitntlOD, 
to  become  a  law,  I  abstain  from  expressing  any  opinions  upon 
iui  several  provisions,  keeping  myself  wholly  oocomnlttea  aa 
to  my  ultimate  action  on  any  similar  measure,  should  the 
House  think  proper  to  originate  it  de  novo,  except  so  far  aa 
my  opinion  or  the  unqualified  power  uf  each  House  to  dedda 
for  itself  upon  the  election,  returns,  and  qualificationa  of  ha 
own  members,  haa  been  expressed  by  me,  in  a  paper  lodfed  hi 
the  Department  of  State,  at  Uie  time  of  signing  an  act  aotiilad 
*'An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
several  Sutes,  according  to  the  sixth  census."  approved  Jtma 
the  SBM,  1842,"  a  copy  of  which  is  in  possession  of  the  Hooaa. 

JOHN  TTLER. 

WAsmifOTOH,  Dec  14, 1842. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  com- 
manieation  from  the  Department  of  State,  contain- 
iog  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  collectors  of 
the  enstoms,  made  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  provisioas 
of  the  act  for  the  protection  of  American  seamen: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  the  annnal  report  of  the  Com- 
miBsioner  of  Pensions,  of  the  amount  of  pensions 
paid  for  the  past  year. 

Also,  a  commonicaiion  flrom  the  Nary  Depart- 
ment, enclosing  a  eommonication  from  Commo- 
dore Morgan,  relative  to  the  adjnstment  of  oar 
differences  with  Morocco;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
TEMPERANCE. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  op  the  resolntion  submitted 
by  him  tome  days  since,  to  amend  the  19th  joint 
rule,  by  strikiog  oat  the  word  ^'spiritnoos,**  and  in* 
sorting  the  word  "intoxicaiing." 

[The  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  intozicatittg  liquors  in  the  Cm- 
tol.] 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  if  the  resolution  was  in 
order* 


I 


AlMfiMriBM 


C6NGltfiSStONAL  GLOBE. 


TiM  SPEAKER  replied  io  the  negative. 
Mr.  WELLE R  theo  objected  to  its  eonsidera- 
tioi;  opon  whieh 

BIr.  BRIQQS  mored  a  suspension  of  the  ruleit; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  Tor  by 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  they  were  ordered,  and  ressltcd 
—yeas  19&,  nays  5d— as  follows: 

TBAS-^letm.  AdaiM^  L.  W.  Andrews,  8.  J.  Andrew*, 

•'^—  B«k«r,  Bumard,  Barton^  Beenon,  Bidtock,  Birdaere, 

moBm,  Borden,  Bowseu  Briggg,  Bronson,  Aaron  V. 


^4 


AJWW  B«k«r,  Bumard,  Bartoo»  Beenon,  Bidtock,  Birdaere, 
Btofr,  Bondmm,  Bordep,  Bowseu  Briggg,  Bronson,  Aaron  V. 
Wjiro,  inuon  Biown,  Jeremiali  Brown,  Bornell,  Wm  Butler, 


ni5S2*S?£!5*5  *^.  Ca«>y,  Chipman,  Chittenden,  John 
•lirljiP^S^^S'*  ^*  ^^P«^  Cranston.  Cravens,  Cuehing, 


f**^.^'*^?*  *(S?^*'^'  Hudwn,  Huo^  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll 
Jum  Irjin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  James,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Keim, 
£5?,  ^- Kennedy,  Unn,  Littlefleld,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert 


iT  ««r*'S^"»  ^r"^  morgan,  morns,  r^ewnard,  o^bome, 
mne,PmdIeu>n,  Planwr,  Ramsey,  Benjamin,  Randall,  Read, 
»  **'  .*SS!jf  •  Reynolds,  Rheti,  Rid^way,  Riggs,  Rodney 
Roossrelt,  WUIiam  Russell,  James  M.  RuLelf.  SalShstall,  Hm- 
M,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Traman  Smith,  Stokely,  Straiion, 
AlenaderH.H.  tftnort.  Summers,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilling- 
jMt,  rotand,  Triple  t,  Trumbull,  Underwood.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Wamn,  Washington,  Weptbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
T      -lis!^     '  Wood,  Torke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John 

xSiu^^^n^  Arnold,  Anrfngton,  Aiherton,  Black,  Burke, 
^Ikm  O.  BaUer,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell 
^100,  Coles,  Jaraea  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cross,  QarreU  Darls. 
Dawsop,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ftrrls,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  A.  Law- 
tsoce  Foster,  Go«in,  Wm.O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Hays,  Holmes, 
""S^CTi  <Jwle«X  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Andrew  Kennedy,  McKeon, 


um)  Joseph  L.  Willianis>62. 

So  the  rules  were  soppendcd;  and,  the  resolution 
being  before  the  Uoase, 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ  offered  the  following  as  an 
aiiendment: 

L^^^^^P**^  That  the  restaurateurs  be  forthwith  removed  from 
toe  CapltoL 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  this 
woBid  reflK>\re  the  men^  and  not  the  places. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  withonc  opposi- 
iio&;  asd  the  resolntioa  of  Mr.  Brioos,  as  thtis 
uneaded,  passed  by  acclamation. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTE&l. 

Mr.  McKEON  ssked  iea^e  to  have  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  bill  in  relation  to 
the  warehoosiaar  system. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  objected. 

Mr.  McKBON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rnles: 
bst  the  Honse  rinsed  to  suspend 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  what  was  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker  in  regard  to  the  offering  of  peti- 
liotts. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  rule  was  with- 
OQt  limit  It  was  in  the  power  of  members  to  in- 
troduce petitions  at  any  time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  perfectly  content 
with  the  dedsioB  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BRONSON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, ealUng  upon  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for 
information  as  to  the  amount  of  fees  paid  the  sev- 
eral clerks  of  the  Federal  courts  in  cases  of  admi- 
nlly  and  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  BOWNE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution;  and  it  was  not  considered. 
THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  READ  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution^  which  were  read  for  information: 

Whereas  the  act  of  Coogreas  entitle  '^An  act  to  provide  i«ve- 
nttefhnn  Imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing  li>ws  im- 
poangdvdes  on  Imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  p^joed  30th 
AQgast,  IMS;  having  been  passed  in  the  hurry  and  confusion  of 
ibe  last  dav  of  a  sessioniand  therefore  greatly  defective,  not 


M)y  hi  lis  details,  but  in  some  of  its  principles,  imposing  pro 
UMteiydatiBs  on  a  great  variety  of  articles,  thereby  solar  de 
iMiing  itself,  both  In  regard  to  revenue  and  protection— the  lat- 


ter, by  adahiistering  a  powerful  stimulant  to  the  smuggling 
trade;  therefore, 

RmH99d,  That  the  Ooromittee  of  Way^and  Means  be  in- 
Mveted  u>  report  a  bill,  supplementary  to  the  said  act  of  the 
3lkli  Angust  last,  based  upon  the  following  principles,  viz: 

t.  To  Modoce  an  adequate  revenue  for  the  economical  ad- 
■ioiitrationof  the  Oo  vemment,  and  no  more->say  from  twenty 
totwentv-thieemillioos. 

i  Arucles  classed  as  **neeessarie8of  life,"  and  entering  into 
fMieral  ennsumption,  of  a  description  not  grown  or  produced 
MlAs  UniUdatatmt  to  be  admitted  free  otdnty. 

3.  Anklas  imported,  coming  in  competition  with  those  grown 
«  prodSeed  In  the  United  Butes,  to  be  taxed  so  as  to  give  am- 
pleproiaetfon  to  our  farmers,  planters,  manuliteturersi  and 

BMCuSOiCa. 

i  The  measure  of  such  protection  to  be,  In  all  cases,  so  much 
wyas  win  make  the  coet  of  the  foreign  article  in  our  marketa 
*^«l(oihsooet  of  producUoQ  In  the  United  State^-tod  no 


n  ir  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  impose  higher  duties/or 
reventte  than  are  required  by  the  said  measure  of  protection, 
in  such  Mse  luxurita  to  pay>  higher  duty  than  ntcenaarUa. 

6.  No  drawback  to  be  alldwed  on  foreign  sugars  refined  In 
the  United  States,  nor  on  splriis  distilled  from  foreign  mo- 

7.  No  drawback  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  unless  the  goods 

sfc«ll  be  speciajlyiotendedforexportailon,  and  actually  exported 
within  ninegr  days  fVom  the  time  of  importation.         '^P*'"«« 

8.  The  principle  of  cash  duUesto  be  preserved,  exetot  in  the 
b?*   ^hJS"^       *^  entered  for  exportoHon^  which  may 

9.  Allduiies  to  be  levied  on  the  true  value  of  the  goods  in  the 
PTIlrP?'  ^r*  ^^  '**"  United  Stales;  such  value  to  te  ascertain- 
ed  by  aboard  of  commiasionen,  (to  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose,)  in  all  eases  where  the  importer  shall  appeal  from  the  val- 
uaUon  or  appraisement  of  the  collector  of  the  port. 

TRADE  WITH  AUSTRIA  AND  PRUSSIA, 
Mr.  TRIPLETT  offered  a  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  after  being  modified  according  to  the 
suggestions  of  Messrs.  WISE,  McKEON,  and 
ADAMS,  in  the  following  form: 

Reeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  je- 
quested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  eonvenientlT 
raaybe,irnotincompaUblewlththe  public  interest,  the  conv 
mnnicatJons  to  and  from  our  ministers  at  Berlin  and  Vienna, 
subsequent  to  the  last  communication  sent  to  this  House  on  tRe 
subject  of  the  trade  and  commerce  between  those  respective 
countries  and  the  United  States. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  MEMPHIS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted,  (after  an  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Wisb,  substituting  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  for  the  Committee  on  Commerce.) 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot 
and  dock-yard,  at  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  the  select 
committee  of  last  session  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
national copy-right,  (which  failed  to  report  for 
want  of  Ume,)  was  ordered  to  be  revived. 

EXTRA  PAY. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOERSOLL  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
re«oltt?ion  granting  to  the  officers,  clerks,  folders, 
pages,  &c.  of  the  House,  the  same  extra  pay  which 
was  allowed  to  the  same  in  Uie  Senate  at  the  Ust 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BLACK  objected,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  CLARK  and  GIDDINQS  sev- 
erally attempted  to  iniroduce  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry; but  were  defeated  by  the  intervention  of  ob- 
jections. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  MORQAN  called  for  the  question  on  the 
motion  pending  at  the  adjournment  yesterday,  to 
refer  certain  additional  testimony,  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  of  the  Delegate  from  Florida, 
[Mr.  Law,]  to  the  Committee  on  Elections;  and, 
the  question  being  stated  by  th^  Speaker, 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  still  further  testimony 
on  behalf  of  the  sitting  member;  and  he  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be  on 
the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  MORQAN  entered  into  a  statement  of  facts 
in  connexion  with  the  taking  of  this  testimotay,  and 
urged  the  propriety  of  referring  the  whole  subject 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
character  of  the  testimony  now  presented  to  the 
House  to  be  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  refer 
the  whole  subject  back.  It  was  important  that  the 
question  should  be  settled.  The  sitting  member 
had  invoked  a  decision;  btit,  if  the  case  were  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  oo  Elections,  with 
this  additional  correspondence,  for  re-examination, 
they  might  not  expect  a  report  until  the  doee  of  the 
present  short  session,  when  it  would  be  impossible 
to  have  a  full  attendance  of  the  House  for  a  decis- 
ion of  a  question  like  that.  There  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  printing  of  this  additional  testimony; 
and  then  they  would  have  it  before  the  House, 
which  would  be  as  competent  to  determine  the 
case  as  any  committee  could  be. 

Mr.  BARTON,  Mr.  HAL8TED,  Mr.  TUR- 
NEY,  and  Mr.  MORGAN,  entered  into  statements 
relative  to  the  admissibility  of  certain  testimony, 
and  discussed  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  refers 
ence. 

Mr.  LEVY  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under 
I  which  hi  apted,  and  of  theeourst  which  he  bad 


deemed  it  his  duty  to  uke.    Such  acUon  as  the 
House  inight  determine  to  take  on  this  subj?cf 
would  be  in  accordance  with  its  own  views  of  jtis^ 
tice  and  propriety;  and  he  bad  no  suggestion  to 
make  in  regard  it,  and  no  desire  to  influence  its 
action.    He  had,  from  ihe  firsr,  deemed  it  to  be  his 
duty,  because  most  consistent  with  propriety,  to  re- 
frain from  expressing  any  opinion,  either  in  regard 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  or  of  the 
House.    He  was  himself  satisfied  that  he  had  the 
right  to  represent  the  people  of  Florida  on  this 
floor,  and  that  he  was  a  citizen  oi  the  United 
Stares.    The  people  cf  Florida  themselves  were 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  there  particulars.     He 
would,  however,  make  a  brief  explane  lion  of  facts, 
in  order  to  give  the  House  a  mere  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject.    After  the  election,  under 
which  be  was  returned  as  the  delegate  from  ihe 
Territory  of  Florida,  a  few  individoab,  impelled 
by  personal  motives,  ir  ho  had  opposed  his  election, 
and  who  had  the  benefit  of  ihcir  opposition  at  the 
polls,  made  a  remonstrance  to  the  House,  in  which 
they  denied  his  right  to  represent  the  Territory  in 
Congress.    There  was  no  eonteftting  candidate  ap- 
pearing here  to  canva«s  his  right  to  his  seat;  but 
these  men,  who  came  as  remonstrsnts,  c&me  also 
as  witnesses.    They  were  not  only  witnesses,  but 
some  of  them  went  to  the  extent  of  seven  deposi- 
tions each,  who  were  not  in  Florida  pi  the  time 
the  tranfactiona  took  place  abont  which  they  un- 
dertook to   testify.    Now  he   would  Fay  to  the 
House,  that,  having  regarded  this  matter  as  an  in- 
quiry instituted  by  itself,  for  its  own  satisfaction, 
whether  the  delegation  from  Florida  had    been 
properly  filled  by  the  people  of  that  Territory — 
taking  it  as  a  question  between  this  House  and  the 
people  of  Florida,  he  had  not  deemed  it  consistent 
with  self  respect,  and  with  the  respect  he  owed 
both  to  the  House  and  the  people  of  Florida,  to  say 
anything  to  influence  its  action.     When  the  ques* 
lion  came  up  before  the  House,  on  fbe  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  he  should  then  ask  to 
be  heard.    Whether  the  Honse  would  refer  this 
matter  back  again  to  the  committee,  or  proceed 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, were  questions  in  regard  to  whieh  be  had  not 
a  word  to  say.    As  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, however,  had,  gone  into  a  statement  of  facts, 
which  might  have  some  effect  on  the  minds  of 
members  of  the  House,  he  begged  leave  to  make 
a  plain  and  simple  statement  in  reply  to  it.    So  fVir 
as  notice  was  concerned,  he  contended  that  ample 
and  sufficient  notice,  and  of  the  best  kind,  was 
given  of  the  depositions  taken  by  him.    That  no- 
tice was  given  in  the  public  papers  of  Florida,  from 
one  end  of  the  Territory  to  the  other.    He  did  not 
choose  to  reoognise  one  of  these  remonstrants  more 
than  another,'  in  giving  notice;  and  there  being 
some  hundred  of  them,  had  he  given  a  notice  to 
one,  the  ether  ninety-nine  might  have  liad  cause  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  HALSTED  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
whether  he  was  not  informed  last  session  that  the 
attorneys  of  the  remonstrants  would  receive  the 
notices. 

Mr.  LEVY  replied  that  Mr.  Peter  Schenk  Smith 
informed  him  thai  Mr.  Richard  S.  Coxe  of  this 
place,  or  General  Hernandez,  or  himself,  would 
receive  notices;  but  he  should  like  (o  know  what 
right  one  of  the  remonstrants  had  to  appoint  attor- 
neys to  act  for  all  of  ihem.  With  respect  to  the 
deposition  of  his  father,  (Moses  C  Levy,)  made 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  he  was  ready  to  make 
an  explanation  to  the  House;  though  it  was  pain- 
ful to  him  to  approach  this  part  of  the  subject. 
Oa  reOeiving  notice  that  this  deposition  was  to  be 
taken,  he  went  on  to  New  York,  and  endeavored 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  his  father,  without  ef- 
fect. Having  been  denied  thi«  interview,  he  could 
not  attend  the  taking  of  the  testimony,  but  ap- 
pointed a  friend  to  act  in  his  place,  directing  him 
not  to  subject  his  parent  to  a  cro^sexaminatien. 
He  afterwards,  having  seen  the  depcsition,  drew 
up  and  submitted  certain  interrogaiorie8,-necesssry 
to  elicit  some  important  facts.  Ood  knew  that  his 
only  object  throughout  \M  been  to  elicit  truth,  and 
to  lay  before  the  House  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 
If  there  were  any  little  technicalities  of  which 
gentlemtn  who  were  pressing  this  matter  wished 
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to  avail  thtmselvM,  he  was  willing  that  they 
Bfaonld  lia?e  the  benefit  of  them.  All  he  wanted 
was,  that  all  the  truth  should  be  brovght  oat. 
The  main  ground  of  this  case  was.  his  right  of  ciii- 
zenshipf  and  to  etlabli&h  this,  he  depended  apon 
the  pablic  records  of  the  country.  All  other  tes- 
timony he  looked  upon  as  of  very  little  importance. 
That  record  was  in  the  State  Department,  traas- 
jnitted  and  deposited  there  in  pursuance  of  law. 
It  had  been  acquiesced  in,  from  that  time  to  this; 
and  if  the  House  was  now  prepared  to  go  behind 
this  record,  and  inquire  into  the  facts  upcm  which 
it  wss  made,  then  he  would  say  that  there  was 
Tery  little  regard  to  be  paid  to  public  faiih.  After 
a  few  more  remarks,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  only  evi- 
dence on  which  the  House  was  now  asked  to  recom* 
xnit  this  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  was  a 
correspondence  between  Messrs.  Peter  Schenk 
Smith,  and  Moses  C.  Levy,  his  principal  witness, 
inwhioh  they  dispute  about  what  the  former  heard 
the  latter  say  to  him.  On  such  testimony  as  this, 
the  House  was  asked  to  send  this  matter  back  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  go  over  all  thtir 
investigations  again. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  HiLSTED  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CUSHING,  the  select  com- 
mittee rai&ed  on  the  petition  of  Washington  Irving 
and  others,  on  the  sabject^of  an  international  copy- 
right law,  was  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
iFise. 

Mr.  BARTON  offered  a  resolution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into 
ihe  expediency  of  abolishing  the  military  super- 
intendendes  at  the  national  armories,  and  of  substi- 
tuting civil  superintendencies  in  their  stead;  also 
to  inquire  into  the  abuses  allege  to  exist  in  these 
establishments. 

Objected  to  by  several,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tbubsdat,  DscsMBia  15,  1843. 

Mr.  CiLBouN  appeared  io  his  seat  tonday. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
ikt  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  adopt  the  warehouse  system  as  a 
part  of  the  revenue  system.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  as 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  represented  a  large 
l>ody  of  the  merchants,  he  would  ask  that  the  me- 
jnorial  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee to  which  similiir  memorials  had  been  refers 
red:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  patition  from  V. 
I^lanc,  praying  compensation  for  services  therein 
mentioned;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Benjamin  Crawford, 
asking  indemnity  for  losses  su.^tained  in  conse- 
quence of  having  his  boarding  settlement  broken 
up  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  (o 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  reported  back,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaw  Indians;  and    ' 

Tne  bill  in  relation  to  a  donation  of  land  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  amendments,  which 
were  read,  the  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment 
of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted  for  the  use  of 
achools,  and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Fille brown  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr'.  CONRAD,  it  wa«  ordered 
that  the  memorial  and  papers  of  Rene  Vienne  be 
"Withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  oa*Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  Yates  county.  New 
York,  praying  Congress  for  the  instant  repeal  of 


the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cum* 
m'.ttee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company  of  Nantucket; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  Mrs. 
Frances  M.  Lewis  and  Mary  Neal«  widows  of  late 
officers  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  were 
lost  on  board  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
**Epervier,^*  praying  a  restoration  of  the  pension 
which  they  heretofore  received  under  the  navy 
pension  law,  and  which  has  been  withheld  from 
them  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  such  law:  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs. 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether  any.  and  what,  amount 
of  iBoney  had  been  refunded  to  claimants  in  virtue  of  the  act 
,  entitled  ^An  act  in  relation  to  lands  held  in  ttie  Greoasburg, 
late  St.  Helena  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  authoriz* 
ing  the  resufvey  of  certain  lands  in  said  district,**  approved 
August  29, 1842;  whether  in  any  cases,  the  claimants  have  re* 
ceived  reimbursement  of  the  price  itaid  by  them  for  lands  in 
complying,  or  oflering  to  cofnplT,wuh  the  provisions  of  said 
actf  and  such  reimtmrsemeat  tias  been  refused,  and  the  reasons 
for  such  refusal;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  proceedings  have 
taken  place  imder  said  act. 

THE  aUINTUPLE  TREATY. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day,  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  infbrm  the 
Senate  whether  the  quintuple  treaty,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  has  l>een  communicated  to  the  Oovernment  of  the 
United  States  in  any  form  wliatever?  And  if  so,  by  whom? 
for  what  purpose?  and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to 
such  communication?  Also,  to  communicate  to  the  Senateall 
the  information  which  may  have  been  received  by  the(3overn* 
ment  of  the  United  Sutew,  going  to  show  that  the  "course 
which  this  Government  might  take  in  relation  to  said  treaty 
has  excited  no  small  degree  of  attention  and  discussion  in  Eu* 
rope.*'  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  how  far  the  ''warm  Animad* 
versions^**  and  the  ''great  political  excitement,"  which  this 
treaty  luis  caused  in  Europe,  have  any  application  or  reference 
to  these  United  Stales.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  of  having  the  "laws  and  the  obligations"  of  the  United 
States,  io  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  "exe- 
cuted by  others,"  if  we  did  not  "remove  their  pretext  and  mo- 
tive for  violating  our  flag,  and  executing  our  laws,"  by  enter* 
ing  into  the  stipulations  for  the  African  squadron,  and  the  re- 
monstrating emlMLssies,  which  are  contained  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  articles  of  theiate  British  treaty. 

Messrs.  STURGEON  and  LINN  ^ve  notioe 
that  they  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce certain  hills. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  ga?e  notice  that  he  would 
ask  leave,  on  to  morrow,  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  several  laws  granting  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  McR.  remarked  that  there  were  some  sug- 
gestions in  the  President's  message  in  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  disposing  of  the  mineral  lands  belong* 
ing  to  the  United  States.  He  moved  that  so  much 
of  the  message  as  related  to  that  subject  be  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands: 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  return  to  the  General  Land 
Office  all  the  original  papers  on  file  in  his  office,  which  ac- 
companied the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  i  f  the 
lOih  of  January,  163d,  and  contained  in  Senate  Document  97, 
of  the  2d  session  of  the  26th  Congress. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  intrrdoced  a  bi!f  per- 
fecting titles  10  land  f outh  of  the  Arkansas  river, 
held  under  the  treaty  of  New  Madr.d,  and  pre- 
emption rights  under  the  act  of  1814;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lnnds. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  that,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
jcurD,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next:  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  ihe  consideration  of  executive  tusi- 
ness;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Adjourned. 


*  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tbdrsdit,  December  15,  1842. 

Mr.  FARM  ENTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Mary  Page  for  a  revolutionary  penMoo;  of  Mary 
J.  Babbit  for  a  naval  pension;  of  John  C.  Clark 
for  increase  of  pay  of  caplain&'d  clrrks  in  thr  navy; 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mitlee3. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  following  Executive  communications  were 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  Monday  last,  to  which  we  were  only  iibie  then 
to  allude  in  general  terms: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repr^entatives  of 
the  30th  of  August  last,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  private  establishments  at  which  fire-arms  are 
manufactured  for  the  Government,  where  situated, 
the  number  annually  fabricated,  at  what  prices, 
dkc ;  which  letter  and  statements  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  25th  May 
last,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  with  the  rates  of  pay  and  al* 
lowance,  &c.:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  11th  August, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  resigna- 
tions in  the  army  since  the  1st  of  January,  1834, 
with  the  causes  of  the  same,  so  far  as  known;  and 
how  many  of  the  ^aid  officers  who  resigned  were 
educated  at  West  Point,  with  any  further  informa- 
tion upon  the  same  subject:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  ihe  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer in  part  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  28th 
of  February  last,  requiring  a  report  of  all  cases  of 
extra  compensation  heretofore  allowed  to  officers 
of  the  army  for  services  similar  to  those  rendered 
by  General  Scott,  for  which  he  is  5aid  to  have  re- 
ceived extra  allowance;  together  with  the  names  of 
such  officers,  the  time  when  received,  the  amount 
paid  to  each,  &c.,  and  stating  his  inability  to  de- 
termine when  the  answer  will  be  completed:  laid 
oa  (txe  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  to  the  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  29ih  of  May,  1830,  a  report  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  of  the  names  of  per^ 
sons  who  have  applied  for  relief  under  the  navy 
pension  laws,  and  whose  claims  have  been  re- 
jected, and  the  reasons  for  such  rejection:  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  Ihe  act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  an  abstract 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  naval  eatabUsb- 
ment  from  the  1st  of  October,  1841,  to  the  30th  of 
September,  1842,  inclusive:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  copies  of  the  Treasurer's  acoouDls 
with  the  United  States  for  Ihe  third  and  foarlh 
quarters  of  1841,  and  the  first  and  second  quar- 
ters of  1842,  as  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  department:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives transmitting  his  report  of  the  ezpesd- 
iture  of  the  continaent  fund  of  the  House  of 
Representativef :  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ac* 
counts. 

A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, transmitting  copies  of  all  contracts  made  in 
his  office  from  the  1st  of  December,  1841,  to  the 
present  time,  v^'uh  the  names  of  the  applicants  for 
said  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  their  respective 
bids:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Ground?. 

FEES  IN  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  BRONSON  offered  the  following  re^olu* 
tion: 

Resolved^  Ttial  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Trearary  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  to  otMain,  wtth  asliule  delay  aa  practicable^ 
a  statement  or  fees  lazed  by  the  several  clerks  of  ttie  circoU 
anddistrici  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  admiralty  and  tMmlr> 
rupt  cases:  showing  the  s  mount  of  fees  taxed  by  sajd  aeTeral 
clerks,  wiih  the  items  constituting  said  amount  In  acaae  load* 
miraliy;  and,  also,  in  a  case  in  bankruptcy,  either  to  thet>ank> 
rupt,  or  a  crc^Htor,  when  there  is  no  adverse  appearance;  and 
showing  the  whole  amount  of  fees  that  have  t>een  actually  paid 
to  each  clerk  on  petitions,  and  other  proceedings  ondertha 
bankrupt  net,  to  this  date;  and,  also,  the  an>ouni  received  by 
said  clerks  for  filinp  papers,  Ac  ;  and  for  blank  forma  ami  cop- 
ies, in  cases  of  bankruptcy  under  said  act,  and  up  to  this  dats. 

Mr.  BOWNE  8ak]  he  would  not  object  to  this 
resolution,  ff  it  was  not  to  impede  the  speedy  ao- 
lioa  of  ihe  Ilonse  on  the  bill  lo  repeal  ihe  bank- 
rupt law;  but  he  wished  lo  know  if  it  was  to  1ia?e 
such  an  efffct. 
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Mi.  BB0N8ON  repltcd  in  \ht  negative. 
Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  inqaired  if  it  was  not 
nqairil*  tbst  this  resolntioii  sboutd  lie  over  Ur  one 

Tbe8nS4KSR  was  luldentood  to  reply  that  it 
■ttst  lia  over,  if  obfeeled  to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  Uien  objected,  and  the 
reMlatioii  was  laid  over. 

CIVU.  AND     DIPLOMATIC    APFROPRIA- 

TIONa 

Mr.  FilXMORE  said  it  was  of  considerable  im- 
pertapee  that  the  civil  and  diplomatic  tppropria- 
tioB  billy  which  be  reported  yesterday  from  the 
Ooapittte  of  Ways  and  Means,  shonid  be  acted 
upoB^immedialelj;  and  therefore  he  moved  that 
the  Uoate  resolve  itself  into  t  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  takiofl:  up  that  bill. 

The  aMdoo  was  agreed  to»  and  Mr.  Baioos  was 
eaUed  to  the  chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
bin  No.  615,  being  "A  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
eiameBt  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  the  30(b 
dsy  of  June,  1843.'* 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  bill  through  all 
its  sections.  It  was  then  taken  up  by  sections, 
and  the  committee  proceeded,  without  objection, 
through  all  the  sections  to  the  following  item  in 
theTreasnrj  Department: 

•Torextra  clerk  hire,  S750." 

Mr.  QUJilER  moved  to  sUike  out  this  item. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  said,  there 
were  several  investigations  instituted  into  the  ex- 
penditures  of  the  various  departments  at  the  seat 
of  Qovemment;  and  he  knew  not  what  effect  those 
iovesligations  pirodnced  on  the  minds  of  other  gen- 
thmeli,  but  he  would  say,  for  himself,  that  ihey 
left  on  his  mind  no  doubt  that  there  were  too  many 
elerks-^too  many  regular  clerks  employed  in  those 
Ttiious  departments.  He  would  not  say  there  were 
toe  many  in  all  the  offices  of  the  General  Govern- 
mentj  but^  speaking  in  the  sggregate,  he  was  sat- 
isfied there  were  too  many  employed  in  the  vari- 
ous departments,  and  that  the  public  service  de« 
mand^  that  there  should  be  a  reduction  rath- 
er than  an  increase  in  that  quarter.  He 
was  iherefore  surprised  to  see  a  permanent  item 
for  extra  clexk-hire  introdnced  into  this  bill  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  They  had 
hitherto  been  told,  when  efibrts  were  made  to  re- 
duce the  expenditures  of  the  departments,  that,  in 
conseqdence  of  the  calls  for  information  by  Con- 
gress, the  regular  clerks  were  not  adequate  to 
keep jwce  with  the  public  business.  Now,  if  there 
were  anv  necessity  for  the  employment  of  extra 
derks,  he  wished  to  know  it.  He  would  not  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  committee  with  arguments, 
which  nnat  necessarily  be  hut  a  repetition  of 
the  arguments  adduced  at  the  last  session,  not 
only  in  the  shape  of  speeches,  but  also  of  reports 
flrom  investigating  committees;  but  he  would  ask 
whether  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  intended 
to  authorixe.  as  a  permanent  system,  the  employ- 
ment of  600  or  700  permanent  clerks  in  the  va- 
rious departments,  and  then  make  an  annual  ap- 
Ptopriatioa  for  extra  clerk-hire?  He  knew,  from 
h»  own  personal  examination,  that,  in  the  various 
offlees  in  the  departments,  there  were  more  clerks 
than  could  now  be  profitably  employed.  He  knew 
there  were  some  who  were  not  employed  more 
than  one-fourth  of  their  time.  There  was,  then,  a 
superabundance  of  labor;  and  (he  was  understood 
to  say)  it  had  been  suggested  that  the  executive  de- 
partments  should  be  authorized  by  law  to  transfer 
htbor  from  one  office,  where  there  should  be  found 
to  be  a  superabundance,  to  offices  where  th^re 
should  be  found  to  be  a  deficiency;  and  thus  the 
extra  clerk-bire  might  be  dispensed  with.  The  ex- 
lent  of  the  evil,  he  further  observed}  was  not  set 
forth  in  thb  item;  for  it  would  be  perceived  that 
this  hill  mikde  only  a  temporary  appropriation— it 
was  but  an  appropriation  for  half  the  calendar 
year;  and  therefore  another  appropriation  would 
be  necessary,  as  it  was  evident  it  was  contem- 
pUied;  and  therefore,  satisfied  as  he  was  that  they 
might  produce  a  slight  temporary  inconvenience  by 
withhoiaing  this  appropriation,  he  believed  a  great 
CO«iterb#ltn€isg  good  would  ensue  if  the  com-  i 


mittee  agreed  with  him,  and  should  strike  out  this 
and  similar  items. 

There  was  another  class  of  appropriations  which 
he  had  hoped  had  received  their  qnietus  at  the  last 
se^ion— he  alluded  to  that  class  called  ''  miscella- 
neous.'* He  must  be  permitted  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  party  conflicts  there  might 
be  in  the  country,  and  whatever  party  might  be  in 
power,  this  would  never  be  an  honest  Government 
until  it  was  a  cheap  one;  nor  would  it  ever  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  until  their  Bspresenta- 
tives  caused  accounts  to  be  published  showing 
how  the  revenue  was  raised,  and  what  were  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  appropriated.  There 
were  striking  defects  in  thesjrstem,  which  should  be 
corrected  by  the  publication  from  time  to  time  of 
statements  and  aecoDU Is  of  all  the  receipts  and  all 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government.  TWe  were 
many  items  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  the  accounts; 
and  he  would  a«k  what  information  dfd  they  de- 
rive from  such  an  item?  None  whatever;  and 
therefore  they  wanted  the  items,  dollar  for  dollar, 
specifically  stated.  A  reformation  in  the  Auditors* 
and  Comptrollers*  offices  was  reqtiisite,  by  which 
Ihey  should  be  furnished  with  specific  information, 
instead  of  being,  as  at  present,  compelled  to  so 
through  the  vonchers  when  filed  away.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  ascertain  distinctly,  item  by  item,  how 
the  money  of  the  Government  was  expended.  He 
desired  also  to  avoid  these  miscellaneons  expendi- 
tures, which  the  people  did  not  understand;  but 
particularly  at  this  time  hs  hoped  the  committee 
would  see  the  propriety  of  suspending  this  appro- 
priation for  ex'ra  clerk*  hire. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  confessed  that  be  was  a  little 
surprised  at  so  long  a  speech  on  so  small  an  item. 
He  was  as  ready,  however,  to  discuss  this  question 
now,  as  he  would  be  at  any  future  time;  and  he  would 
make  such  an  explanation  as  he  trusted  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  gentleman.  The  gentleman 
said  that  he  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  this  ap- 
propriation for  extra  clerk-hire  mereljr  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lesiiog  the  question  whether,  in  any  case, 
an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  that  object  in 
any  of  the  departments.  I^ow,  this  subject  un- 
derwent a  good  deal  of  discussion  at  the  last  fcs- 
sion;  and  he  had  hoped  that  it  was  then  defioitively 
settled  by  the  act  then  passed.  If  the  gentleman 
would  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  laws  of  the 
last  session,  he  would  find  that  these  appropriations, 
being  liable  to  abuse  in  consequence  of  their  gen- 
eral character,  were  stricken  out  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  embodied  in  a  bill  framed  to 
provide  for  them  all,  and  specifying  each  particu- 
lar object.  The.  committee.  In  reporting  this  bill, 
did  not  stop  there,  bm  inserted  a  section,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  abuses,  but  for 
avoiding  these  annual  discussions  of  small  mat^ 
ters.  It  was,  however,  necessary  that  these  appro- 
priations should  be  made.  You  must  (said  Mr. 
F. )  either  employ  a  force  of  permanent  clerks  suf- 
ficiently large,  not  only  to  carry  on  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  departments,  but  to  meet  all  the  ex- 
traordinary calls  that  may  be  made  on  them,  by 
Congress  or  otherwise;  or  you  mast  employ  a  force 
sufficient  to  carry  on  all  the  ordinary  business,  and 
allow  the  departments  to  employ  extra  clerl^  for 
extraordinary  busine^.  The  latter  mode  was  un- 
questionably the  more  economical. 

Mr.  F.  bere  handed  up  lo  the  Chair  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  10th  and  11th  sections;  which  was  done. 
These  sections  provide  that  no  extra  clerks  shall  be 
employed  in  any  of  the  executive  departments,  ex- 
cept during  the  session  of  Congress,  to  enable  them 
to  meet  the  calls  of  Congress;  and  then  only  when 
the  heads  of  departments  shall  believe  that  the  em- 
ployment of  such  extra  clerks  is  indispensably  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  GILMBR  was  aware  of  the  law  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded,  and  he  believed  the  law 
was  a  very  good  one.  But  here  was  no  evidence 
showing  that  the  employment  of  extra  clerks  was 
necessary;  and  the  making  the  appropriation  in  ad- 
vance, was  encouraging  the  departments  to  employ 
extra  clerks,  whether  necessary  or  not.  He  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York  if  he  had  any 
information  showing  the  necessity  of  employing 
extra  clerks. 


Mr.  FILLMORB  said  that  the  business  which 
wdM  require  the  employflient  of  extra  clerks 
could  not  be  foresee)  fhat  deptndfng  almost  al  to- 
gether on  the  callB  that  might  be  made  by  Congress, 
and  therefore  the  departments  could  not  say  bow 
much  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  GlLMfBR  said,  then  (his  appropriation 
was  to  provide  in  advance  Rr  the  payment  of  ser- 
vices that  m1jg;ht  or  might  not  be  necessary;  and  be 
was  therefore  opposed  to  it.  The  state  of  the 
treasury  admonfshedthem  to  avoid  useless  expense; 
and  if  it  should  be  ascertained,  before  the  eloee  of 
the  session,  that  the  public  service  required  the  em- 
ployment of  extra  clerks,  it  would  be  then  time 
enough  to  mat^  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  SBrirfi  of  Virginia  inquired  of  his  col- 
league how  the  service  was  to  be  paid  for,  if  no 
appropriation  was  made,  should  ihe  heads  of  de- 
partments find  the  employment  of  extra  ^H^ks  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  public  servic^. 

MK  GILMER  said  that  the  very  law  read  by 
<  the  chairman  required  that  no  extra  clerks  should 
b$  employed  in  any  of  th&  departments,  unless  the 
heads  of  departments  found  that  ibeir  employment 
was  indispensably  necessary  fdr  rtie  public  service. 
Now,  there  was  nothing  -here  to  show  that  the  em* 
ployment  of  extra  clerks  was  necessary. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  there  wa^^  the  power  given 
to  the  heads  of  departments;  but  where  was  the  ap- 
propriation to  pay  for  (he  service  rendered?  Were 
heads  of  departments  to  employ  clerks  when  they 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  do  so,  in  crder 
to  answer  the  calls  that  may  be  made  by  Congress, 
and  then  trust  to  the  contingency  of  obtaining  an 
appropriation  to  pay  themi 

Mr.  BLACK ; aid  that  he  would  vete  for  the  ap- 
propriation with  pleasure,  if  there  was  any  report 
from  the  departments  showing  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary. He  understood  this  appropriation  was 
proposed  for  labor  to  l)e  done  hereafter.  But  upon 
what  data,  on  what  information,  and  for  what  ne- 
cessity was  this  appropriation  to  be  tmlM  When- 
ever the  departments  should  have  complied  with 
the  act  of  last  session,  he  should  be  willing  to  vole 
the  money. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  saiJ  he  bad  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  on  the  subject  before  the  commit- 
tee. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  appropriation  was 
proper,  and  should  be  made.  It  waS  for  clerks 
not  in  regular  employment,  and  who  might  not 
and  would  not  be  employed  unless  there  was  ser- 
vice for  them  to  perform.  It  was  true  that  no  du- 
ties now  existed  to  be  performed;  yst  such  might 
arise.  Suppose  Congress  should  make  calls  for 
information,  lobe  prepared  during  the  recess;  it 
would  be  absolutely  nceeasary  to  employ  extra 
clerks.  How  were  they  to  be  paid  without  an  ap- 
propriatioat 

Mr.  BLACK  bad  no  doubt  of  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith;]  but  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  law  of  Congres«»,  making  it  the  doty  ef 
the  departments  to  report  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing these  extra  clerks,  had  been  complied  with? 

Mr.  FILLMORB  remarked  that  the  law  merely 
required  a  report  of  past  expenditures;  it  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  future  ones.  Next  year,  the  report 
would  come  in,  stating  how  the  money  now  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  resumed,  and  read  a 
portion  of  the  law  of  last  session,  specifying  when 
extra  clerks  shall  be  employed,  and  what  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  departments  in  relation  thereto.  It 
would  be  perceived  that  the  difficulty  cf  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Black]  was  obviated 
by  the  fact,  that  a  report  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  money  had  been  spent  would,  according  to  the 
law,  have  to  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. Again:  he  knew  of  a  case  where  a  call  was 
made  for  information  two  years  since,  and  not  com- 
plied with,  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  labor  in  the 
departmcnL  Would  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Black]  have  the  clerks  in  employment  with- 
out payl  Such  would  be  the  case,  unless  this  ap- 
propriation were  passed. 

In  making  these  remarks,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
avow  his  belief  that  there  were  many  inefficient 
clerks  in  the  departments,  and  much  room  for  re- 
form.   It  was  oOtn  the  case  that   clerks  who 
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should  be  attending  to  their  daties,  were  walking  on 
the  ayenoe  daring  cffice^honrs.'  This,  however, 
was  no-  reason  why  temporary  clerks  woald  not 
hare  to  be  employed.  The  object  of  the  appropri* 
mtton  was,  to  place  fands  at  the  disposal  of  the  de- 
partments, in  case  extra  hire  should  be  needed.  It 
was  necessary,  he  thought,  that  the  heads  of  de- 
partments should  be  trusted  with  the  contingent 
expenditure  of  this  money;  and  there  was  no  reason 
to  believe  that  those  officers  would  employ  any  extra 
clerks,  unless  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  CUSUINQ  obtained  the  floor,  bat  yielded 
it  to 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  stated  that  the  committee 
ted  reduced  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  depart- 
ment in  a  very  great  degree. 

Mr.  BLACK  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  when 

Mr.  GUSHING  claimed  the  floor,  and  remark- 
ed that  he  hoped,  bj  a  brief  explanation,  to  explain 
the  obscurity  which  existed  in  the  minds  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House 
regarding  this  matter.  He  believed  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  House,  that,  until  the  last  session, 
there  were  a  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the 
departments  without  authority  of  law.  It  was 
then  deemed  important  that  there  should  be  a  stand- 
ing law  on.the  subject;  and  accordingly  a  bill  was 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
J.  R.  Imobrsoll,]  subsequenUy  passed,  specifying 
the  number  of  clerks  tabe  employed,  and  giving  a 
legal  existence  to  many  who  had  been  before  but 
temporary.  It  then  became  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  extra  clerk-hire,  and  the  regulations 
were  established.  The  JSrsf  was,  that  extra  clerks 
should  only  be  employed  under  previous  regula- 
tions; and  the  teeond^  that  there  should  be  a  sub- 
sequent responsibility  for  their  hire,  and  for  the 
expenditure  so  incurred.  Thus,  wheiher  there  be 
$100  or  $1004)00  appropriated  to  this  object,  not 
one  dollar  could  be  spent  unless  to  prepare  infor- 
nution  required  by  a  call  from  Congress.  Should 
Congress  call  for  information,  and  should  there  be 
-no  appropriation,  the  Secretaries  should  say  at 
once  that  there  was  no  money,  and  the  informa- 
tion could  not  be  had. 

The  question  now  involved  was,  whether  the 
House  were  willing  to  intrust  this  contingent  ap 
propriation  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  for  one  partic- 
ular purpose,  and  for  that  only.  He  averred  that, 
without  a  certain  degree  of  discretion  being  al- 
lowed to  those  officers,  it  would  be  impos&ible  to 
carry  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  GJLMBR  said,  ha  might  be  mistaken  in 
his  views;  bu%  until  he  was  convinced  to  the  con- 
trary, he  must  persist  in  the  course  he  had  taken. 
From  a  careful  investigation  which  he  had  made 
in  the  departments^  on  a  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, he  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
were  more  permanent  clerks  than  were  necessary 
to  the  public  service.  Acting,  then,  upon  this 
ground,  how  could  he  vote  for  extra  clerks?  When 
the  committee  had  reported  that,  out  of  eighty 
clerks  in  the  Land  Office,  at  least  twenty  could  be 
dt  pensed  with,  and  one  third  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment, how  would  he  be  justified  in  voting  for 
more? 

Mr.  TILL1NGHAST  remarked,  that  the  de- 
cision of  this  matter  depended  much  upon  the  fac  s 
nf  the  case.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
GiLMsn]  was  convinced  that  no  more  clerks  were 
required,  wbHst  the  departments  thonght  other- 
wise. He  (Mr.  T.)  had  every  confidence  in  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Virginia;  yet  he 
preferred  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  departments, 
and  should  act  upon  that  in  giving  bi^  vote  for  tbe 
appropriation  asked  for. 

Mr.  BLACK  reiterated  his  objections  to  the 
item  of  appropriation.  Were  it  for  past  services 
— for  labor  already  performed — he  should  have  no 
objecti/Dn  to  vote  the  money;  but  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  vote  an  appropriation  for  services  that 
might  or  might  not  be  rendered  hereafter.  In  (he 
present  condition  of  the  treasury,  he  thought  that 
a  was  incumbent  on  the  Representatives  of  ihf* 
people  to  persist  in  the  utmost  economy  of  appro, 
priation  and  expenditure  of  the  public  funds.    To 


make  appropriations  in  cases  like  the  present,  he 
was  well  convinced,  would  be  butio  invite  expendi- 
tures. 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  committee  at  large  in 
favor  of  the  item,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Gilmeb.]  He  contended  that 
it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  Government  to  em- 
ploy temporary  clerks  at  particular  seasons,  in- 
stead of  a  greater  naml»er  of  permanent  clerks  all 
the  year;  and  he  illustrated  hi«  position  by  refer- 
ence to  the  situation  of  the  farmer,  with  whom  it 
was  almost  invariably  a  rule  to  hire  a  small  force 
during  the  year,  and  many  extra  band":,  at  advanced 
prices,  during  harvest.  The  sessions  of  Congress 
were  the  harvest -times  in  the  departments,  when 
more  laborers  were  required. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  agreed  with  his  colleague  in 
the  propriety  of  retrenching  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  where  it  could  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  public  service;  but  he  doubted  whether 
his  colleague  would  accomplish  his  object,  if  he 
succeeded  in  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  ex- 
tra clerk-hire;  on  the  contrary,  it  might  be  true 
economy  to  make  ths  appropriation  which  was 
there  asked  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  question  was  by  no  means  new 
to  the  House,  or  to  the  committee;  for  it  was  a  sub- 
ject which  hsid  very  frequently  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  committees,  not  only  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  but  of  sessions  which  had  gone  by.  He 
remembered  very  well,  several  years  ago,  when  it 
was  sought  to  introduce  some  such  items  into  an 
appropriation  bill,  with  reference  to  other  parts  of 
the  Government,  his  attention  was  particularly 
drawn  to  the  subject,  and  he  then  examined  it  with 
great  care.  It  was  brought  to  his  attention,  and 
that  of  the  committee,  by  an  appropriation  asked 
for  on  behalf  of  the  General  Land  Office;  and  the 
committee  was  at  first  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject which  was  exceedingly  liable  to  abuse;  and 
the  Commissioner  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  ask  for  that 
appropriation;  and  he  (Mr.  Jones)  remember- 
ed well  that  it  was  the  most  judicious  appli- 
cation of  money  that  could  be  made — particu- 
larly in  that  branch  of  tbe  public  service.  And 
the  reasons  which  applied  there,  would  also  apply 
here.  Why,  in  some  of  the  land  pffices,  one  or 
two  clerks  were  all  that  were  required  to  discharge 
their  duties;  but,  when  the  land  sales  came  on,  the 
duties  increased  ten,  twenty,  yea,  perhaps  a  hun- 
dred-fold, and  for,  perhaps,  one,  two,  or  three 
weeks.  Every  gentleman  wonld  see,  then,  the 
propriety  and  the  economy  of  calling  in  an 
additional  force  for  one,  two,  or  even 
four  weeks,  to  discharge  the  extra  duties, 
without  interfering  with  tbe  permanent  service  of 
the  establishment.  During  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, It  was  well  known  to  every  one  who  had 
witnessed  the  repeated  calls  on  (he  various  depart- 
ments for  information,  that  the  regular  force  was 
inadequate  for  such  cxi^eacies;  and  it  was  true 
economy  to  call  in  extra  aid. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr.  BID- 
LACK  entered  into  explanations  respecting  the 
intention  of  th-  Sfcreiary  of  the  Treasury  some 
time  sirxe  to  dispense  wiih  a  portion  of  ibe  clerks 
in  his  department. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  observed  that  he  would  detain 
the  commiuee  but  a  moment,  iperely  for  the  purpose 
of  referring  to  a  document  to  show  that  his  recol- 
lections in  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  G^  Davis]  wete 
correct.  From  this  document,  it  would  be  seeB^ 
that,  80  far  from  its  being  true,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  con- 
templated a  reduciion>of  the  force  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice, the  contrary  was  the  fact.  In  document  No. 
90,  of  the  last  session,  it  would  be  found  that  a 
resolution  was  passed  on  tbe  13tb  vf  August  list, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  to  report  to  the  House 
wheiher  there  could  be  any  reduciion  made  in  the 
force  of  his  department.  With  a  view  to  answer 
this  call,  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  call- 
ed on  the  Comntissicner  ot  the  General  Land  Of- 
fiee  for  infurm^^iion  on  that  point  in  regard  to  his 
tffice.  The  Commissioner  made  a  report  in  an- 
swer, which  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
reading;  but  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that 


the  Commissioner  stated,  in  substance,  that  he  bad 
been  too  short  a  time  in  office  to  determine  with 
certainty  whether .  any  part  of  his  clencal  foree 
could  be  reduced  consistently  with  a  due  regard  for 
the  public  service;  but  he  gave  his  opinion  that 
there  was  certain  business  that  ought  to  bs  done, 
and,  if  that  were  dope,  there  could  be  no  reduction. 
Upon  this  report  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so 
far  from  contemplating  a  reduction  in  the  General 
Land  Office,  said  that  he  concurred  with  the  Com- 
missioner in  the  views  there  given  by  him.  Mr. 
B.  said  that  he  referred  to  this  document  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  his  recollections  of  the 
circumstances  were  correct. 
'  The  queiition  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gilmke^s 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  and  reject- 
ed without  a  division. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  with  the  reading  t^ 
the  bill,  until  he  came  to  the  appropriations  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau  of  medicine  and 
surgery  of  the  Navy  Department;  when, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  appropria- 
tion was  reduced  Irom  $450  to  |250. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  the  appropria- 
tion for  contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing  was  also  reduced  from  |450 
to  $250. 

When  the  appropriation  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment was  reached, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  offered  an  amendment, 
appropriating  $7,000  for  continuing  certain  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  said  department; 
but,  on  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Fillmore,  with- 
drew the  amendment. 

AOer  proceeding  with  a  few  more  items  of  the 
bill,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port ftom  the  Treasury  Department,  containing 
the  estimates  of  the  expenditures  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  departmefTts  of  the  Government  for 
the  half  year  endint;  the  30ih  of  June,  1843;  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  was  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  with  two  thousand  extra  copies. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances;  which  was 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  ten  thousand  extra  copies. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  enclosing  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  ten  thou- 
sand extra  copies. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  Department;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  December  16, 1843. 

Mr.  SHAW  referred  the  following  petitions  to 
the  appropriate  committees,  under  the  rule  of  the 
House: 

The  petition  cf  widow  Olive  Thompson,  and 
Margaret  Gould,  both  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  pray- 
ing Lt  an  alteration  in  the  pension  law  passed  Au- 
gust 23,  1843;  and 

The  petition  of  William  Russell,  of  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  praying  for  a  fishing  bounty.      ^ 

Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Bughcr,  Thomas  Baird,  and  twenty-five  others, 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  banlirupt  law:  referred  <o  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions; which  were  r^fer^ed  to  tbe  appropriate  com- 
mittees, under  tbe  recent  rule  adopted  by  tbe 
House  of  Representatives: 

Peti'ion  of  William  Anglia  for  a  pension; 

Petition  of  Thomas  Harvey  for  a  pension; 

Petition  cf  Majjr  Tarllon  Woodson  for  com- 
mutation pay; 

Petition  of  Major  John  Brenl's  heirs  for  seven 
years' half  paT; 

Petition  of  Major  Joseph  Michaux's  heirs  for 
commutation  pay;  and  tbe 

Petition  of  Daniel  Guerrant  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  WM.  O.  BUTLER  presented  the  petition 
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o(  SoBiherland  Mayfi«ld,  praying  that  bis  pension 
nay  be  extended  to  the  time  he  receiTed  his  wound: 
referred  to  the  Coaiinittee  on  PenBions. 

CAPITOL  HILL  INSTITDTB. 

Mr.  BOWNE  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  agreed  to: 

Jlu^edt  That  the  use  of  this  hall  bo  granted  to  the  Capitol 
HHI  loMitate  on  Saturday  evening  next,  at  7  o'clock,  for  the 
(Wivcryof  a  kcuixe  before  the  anodaiiQD  by  the  Hon.  Lbti 

WOOOBOBT. 

PEES  IN  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  BRONSON  called  np  his  resolntion,  which 
hesQbfflitted  yesterday,  in  the  following  words: 

Baotted^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary  be,  and  he 
kcreby  iB,reqahredto  obiaia,  with  aa  yule  delay  a>  practicable, 
dataiement  of  fees  taxed  bv  the  aeTeraJ  clerks  of  the  circuit 
and  diKriet  eoarta  of  the  United  Stat^  in  admiralty  and  bank- 
rapt  caser  sliowing  the  amount  of  fees  taxed  by  said  several 
dsrlEi,  with  the  items  ooostitoiinff  aaid  amoaot  in  «a  case  in 
idminliy;  and,  also,  in  a  case  In  bankruptcy,  either  to  the 
lanknipc.  or  a  creditor,  when  there  is  no  adverae*  appearance; 
aodihowiiig  the  whole  amoQDt  of  fees  that  hare  been  actually 
paid  to  each  clerk  on  petitions,  and  other  proceedings  under 
the  bankrupt  act,  to  this  date;  and,  also,  the  amount  received 
bf  aid  clerks  for  filing  papers,  &c.,  and  for  blank  fwms 
and  copies,  in  caaee  of  bankruptcy  under  said  act,  anil  up  to  this 
date. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  inquired  if  the  gende- 
man  from  Maine  had  examined  a  set  of  resolutions 
pissed  at  the  last  session,  to  ascertain  whether 
ibey  did  not  cover  the  whole  ground? 

Mr.  BRONSON  replied  that  the  resolution  allu- 
ded to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did 
not  comprehend  the  information  which  he  sought 
to  obtain. 

The  zesolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

LiT&  COLLECTOR   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
Mr.  TOLAND  submitted  the  following  resdlu- 
don: 

Received,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
iofKm  this  Hoiiae  whether  any  charges  have  at  any  time  been 
BieAned  to  the  departmentaninsi  Jonathan  Roberts,  late  col* 
iBCioroftheportorPhiladeljJhia,  relative  to  his  discharge  of 
die  duties  of  said  office;  and.  if  any  have  been,  that  he  be  de- 
lected to  furnish  copies  of  tne  same.  Also,  that  he  trarsmit  to 
iMs  House  copies  of  any  order,  instruction,  or  request,  address, 
fld  to  the  said  Jonathan  Roberts,  to  remove  or  appoint  any  eub- 
eidfaiate  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  Also, 
a  copy  ofthe  order  or  letter  dismioBing  him  from  the  office  of 
coltector  of  said  port:  and  copies  of  al  I  letters  and  papers  in  pos- 
88«on  ofthe  department  relating  to  the  subjects  embraced  by 
this  resolution. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  TOLAND  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  its  reception. 

The  SPEAKER  being  unable  to  decide  en  the 
TOte,  (beiuf  'taken  vha  voce,) 

Mr.  B0TT8  ealled  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylf  a- 
Bis  bad  better  make  his  call  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  was  the  officer  who  had 
the  power  of  removal  in  such  eases,  and  as  the  pa- 
pers might  be  with  him,  and  not  with  the  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  TOLaND  was  understood  to  reply  that 
he  only  called  for  sach  matters  as  were  in  the 
control  of  the  department,  and  sach  as  this  House 
had  the  right  to  call  for. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the 
fcsalt  was,  yeas  96,  nays  81;  which  being  less  than 
a  majority  of  two-thirds,  the  rules  were- not  sus- 
pended. 

IRREGULARITY  OP  THE  MAILS. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  submitted  the  following 
resolntion,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Raolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  inform  this  House 
what,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  that  department 
to  secure  ihe  more  regular  transportation  of  the  mail  between 
WsshhigtoQ  City  and  AugiMta,  Georgia;  how  manv  fiiilures  of 
tlM  nu^  between  these  places  have  been  reported  to  that  de* 
riarunent  between  the  let  day  of  July  last  and^e  Ist  day  of 
December,  instant;  what  contractors  have  been  fined,  and  how 
often,  and  to  whataroonnt,  dtiring  the  same  period. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Honse  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  \ht  bill 
No.  615,  being  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  ciTll  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Ghivemment 
for  the  half  calendar  yesr  ending  the  30^h  day  of 

Jone,  1843. 
The  motieu  was  agreed  to,   and  Mr.  Brioos 

took  the  chair. 
The  eommtttae  then  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and 


passed  through  yarious  items  until  it  came  to  the 
appropriation  for  defraying  the  various  expenses 
of  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  $338,000;  when 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  (^0,000.  The  committee  wonld 
recollect,  he  said,  that  when  this  subject  was  under 
consideration  last  session,  he  made  the  same  mo- 
tion that  he  now  did — that  is,  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
year.  The  subject  was  fully  discussed,  and  the 
proposiiion  was  adopted— first  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  afterwards  in  the  House,  by  a  majority 
of  twenty-five  on  the  call  ofthe  yeas  and  nays.  The 
object  was  to  reduce  what  was  considered  to  be  a 
isreat  and  unnecessary  expense  in  this  department  of 
the  Government;  and  this  object  having  been  ac- 
complished, an  attempt  was  made  in  the  Senate  to  re- 
store the  som  that  bad  been  stricken  outin  the  Heuse. 
That  attempt  was  negatived  by  a  decisive  vote; 
but,  at  the  last  expiring  moment  of  tbe  session,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  tbe  Sen- 
ate succeeded  in  getting  the  (}  100,000  put  back  in 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Wyandot 
Indians.  In  this  way,  the  appropriation  was  got 
through  the  Senate,  and  ultimately  through  the 
House.  Mr.  I.  said  that  it  was  doe  to  economy, 
and  due  to  the  e$prU  dii  eorp$  of  the  House,  (which 
was  the  purse-bearer  of  the  nation,)  that,  when  it 
thought  fit  to  reduce  the  appropriation,  the  Senate 
should  not  be  permitted  to  smuggle  it  back  in  this 
way. 

Air.  FILLMORE  admitted  that  the  expenditure 
which  the  gentleman  wished  to  reduce  was  extrav- 
agantly high,  and  that  some  abuses  existed  in  this 
department  of  the  Government  which  ought  to  be 
corrected.  But  Mr.  F.  said  that  the  withholding 
the  appropriations  would  not  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  The  officers  of  the  Judiciary  bad  es- 
tablished fees;  and,  if  they  were  not  paid  this  year, 
they  must  be  the  next.  Mr.  F.  intimated  that 
some  further  legislation  would  be  necessary  to 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of;  and  that  the 
committee  proposed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur^ 
pose  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  hardly  knew  what  to  say 
to  this.  He  had  no  doubt  that  all  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  said  was  per- 
fectly sincere;  and  that  the  assurance  he  gave  the 
House  to  have  further  action  on  the  subject  before 
the  close  of  the  session  would  be  verified. 

The  Chairman  acknowledged  that  there  was  some 
thing  extremely  wrong,  and,  he  (Mr.  J)  must  be  per- 
mit^ to  say,  something  that  could  only  be  rem- 
edied in  the  way  he  proposed.  If  he  understood 
the  matter,  these  Very  large  charges  occurred  in 
this  way:  Tbe  officers  of  the  courts,  witnesses, 
jurors,  ^.,  and  all  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  received  a  certain  per 
diem  compensation,  and  the  courts  sat  so  many 
days  in  the  year  more  than  was  necessary,  that 
their  expenses  were  greatly  increased.  He  took  it, 
therefore,  that  it  was  in  ihe  power  of  the  Hoose,  by 
reducing  tbe  fond  placed  at  the  disposition  of  this 
department,  to  be  tlistributed  among  the  officers  of 
tbe  different  courts,  to  keep  their  expenses  within 
reasonable  t>ounds. 

After  a  further  explanation   from   Mr.  FIL- 

MORB, 

Mr.  INGBRSOLL  withdrew  his  motion,  reserv- 
ing to  himself  the  power  of  renewing  it  in  the 

House. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHBR  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  omission  of 
an  appropriation  for  the  marshal  of  Georgia, 
while  there  was  an  appropriation  for  the  marshals 
of  all  the  other  States.  Deeming  this  to  be  an  ac- 
cidental omission  of  the  department,  he  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  b?  inserting  one  hundred  dollars 
fur  the  marshal  of  (^forgia. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  also  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  to  a  similar  omission  of  an  appro* 
priation  for  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district 
of  New  York;  but  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  these  omissions  were  passed 
over  till  the  bill  coctld  be  read  through. 

HASSLER'S  COAST  SURVEY. 

Mr.  AYCRIGKjI  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro* 
priation  for  tbe  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United 


States,  including  compensation  of  superintendent 
and  assistants,  $50,000. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  at  the  last  session  of  Crongress,  the  House  ap- 
pointed a  select  committee  to  examine  thia  subject. 
Tbe  committee  were  engaged  in  their  investigadona 
several  months,  their  duties  were  very  arduous, 
and  a  large  mass  of  information  was  obtained.  In 
contequen^,  however,  of  tbe  absence  of  certain  in- 
formation deemed  material  by  the  committee,  and  ^ 
from  other  causes,  they  were  unabie  to  report  dur- 
ing tbe  session.  The  result  of  their  examination, 
however,  was,  that,  although  they  were  satisfied  of 
the  imporiance  of  this  work,  a  majority  of  tbem 
came  to^the  conclusion  that  tbe  individual  placed 
at  the  bead  of  it  was  both  physically  and  mentally 
incapable  of  carrying  it  on.  They,  therefore,  came 
to  tbe  determination,  when  they  should  make  a  re- 
port, to  bring  in  a  bill  to  correct  the  abuses  which 
they  believed  to  exist.  While,  however,  he  said 
this  much,  he  would  also  say  that  he  was  opposed 
to  striking  out  the  appropriation,  for  the  work 
must  still  go  on. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  asked  if  the  appropriation  of 
the  last  year  was  exhausted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  would  answer  the  gentleman 
as  far  as  he  could,  by  saying  that  the  superintend- 
ent was  still  in  tbe  field,  and  bad  not  been  to  Wash- 
ington; therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  state  how 
much  of  the  appropriation  was  on  hand.  He  re- 
peated, that  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  withhold- 
log  the  appropriation,  for  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  correct  the  abuses  that  might  be  found 
to  exist. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  he  understood  his  colleague 
correctly,  in  faying  that  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  superin- 
tendent was  physically  and  mentally  incapable  of 
carrying  on  the  work. 
Mr.  MALLORY  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  WISE  would  ask  his  colleague  if  there  waa 
any  vote  in  the  committee  on  this  head. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  when  the  majority  of 
the  committee  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  de- 
termined to  make  a  report  to  that  effect,  his  col- 
league and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Holmes]  were  not  present. 

Mr.  WISE  expressed  bi^  astonishment  at  what 
his  colleague  stated,  and  declared  that  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it  said  that  Mr.  Hass- 
ler  ^as  mentally  and  physically  incapable. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  it  was  not  bis  fault  if  his 
colleague  was  not  .present. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  in  vindication  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  appropriation.  If  it  even  was  a  fact 
that  three  of  the  committee  were  prepared  to  re- 
port that  Mr.  Ha»sler  was  both  mentally  and  physi- 
cally incompetent  to  carry  on  this  survey  in  a 
proper  manner,  it  was  the  first  be  had  ever  heard 
of  it.  He  asserted  that  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee never  had  come  to  any  such  determination. 
They  would  not  dare  to  put  it  in  an  official  form 
that  they  believed  the  celebrated  mathematician 
Hassler  mentally  incompetent  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  this  survey.  True  it  might  be,  that,  in  ma- 
king disbursements — in  the  mere  mechanical  oper- 
ations—Mr. Hassler  might  be  an  unfit  person;  bur, 
in  the  manipulation  of  instruments,  there  was  no 
one  who  could  compare  with  him.  The  testimony 
of  Europe  was  recorded  in  bis  fairor  as  a  man  of 
science.  Indeed,  he  (Mr.  W.)  ventured  to  assert 
that  testimony  could  be  adduced  to  show,  and  con- 
clusively prove,  that  this  survey  had  been  belter 
and  more  cheaply  conducted  than  any  other  work 
in  the  world. 

Here  Mr.  MALLORY  intmupted  Mr.W.,  and 
denied  the  positions  which  tbe  latter  gentleman 
had  assumed.  He  referred  to  a  map  engrave^ 
from  a  chart  of  Mr.  Hassler,  by  order  of  the 
House,  and  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Atcrioo]  to  state  how  that  chart  had 
t)een  executed. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  desire  him  to  state  what  he 
knows.  [Here  J^r.  Aycbtoo  left  the  hall,  and 
went  to  the  library  to  get  the  chart  and  map  re- 
ferred to]  In  the  absence  of  the  gentleman,  he 
would  state  the  fact?,  as  he  had  them  from  Capt. 
Gedney,  whose  statements  were  in  every  respect  to 
be  relied  on.    Tbe  map  was  lithographed  here  iq 
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WashingtoD,  and  Mr.  Hassler  had  nothiog  to  do 
with  it.  The  scale  of  the  map  was  laid  down  in- 
correctly  by  the  person  who  copied  from  Has»ler^ 
chart.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  inquired  of  Capt.  Ged- 
ney  whether  the  original  chart  was  correct,  and 
was  answered  that  it  was.  Thus  gentUmen  would 
see  that  a  typographical  error  was  charged  upon 
Mr.  Hassler  as  a  gnevous  fault. 

Here  Mr.  AYCRIGQ  rose,  and  exhibited  sev- 
eral charts  and  maps  obtained  from  the  library, 
^  z'nd  was  understood  to  say  that  the  scale  of  the 
maps  was  falsified,  and  to  charge  general  incor- 
rectness upon  them. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  Captain  Gednty 
had  not  informed  the  gentleman  from  New  Jers^ 
that  the  error  in  the  maps  was  not  Mr.  Ha^sler^s, 
but  occurred  in  copying  and  lithographing. 

Mr.  AYCRIQQ  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
stated  that  he  held  the  original  chart  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  WISE.  Is  it  the  original? 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ.    Yes. 

Mr.  WISE.    It  must  be  a  copy. 

Mr.  AYCRIQG  reiterated  his  statement. 

Mr.  WISE  resumed.  He  thought  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  i>y  its  Representative,  was  the  last 
sectioif  in  the  Union  that  had  any  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  survey.  It  had  so  happened  that  the 
survey  was  nearly  complete  along  the  Delaware. 
The  whole  coast  of  New  Jersey  was  complete. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  here  rose,  and  was  understood 
to  contest  the  scientific  accuracy  of  Mr.  Hassler*s 
survey,  and  the  system  on  which  it  had  been  con- 
ducted. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  and  remarked,  that  if  the 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  come  to  matters  of 
science — to  introduce  technicalities  into  the  de- 
bate—he  (Mr.  W.)  mu^t  stand  oflf.  He  did  not 
presume  to  think  himself  mathematician  enough  to 
overlook  the  celebrated  Hassler.  He  knew  not 
if  Mr.  H-  had  verified  his  work;  but  he  knew  that 
the  next  base  to  be  taken  would  be  upon  the  Ches- 
apeake; and  then  the  work  would  be  verified  from 
Long  Island  to  Cape  Charles.  He  bad  been  told 
by  all  the  young  officers  that  the  survey  of  New 
Jercey  was  so  accurate,  that  the  lines  of  many 
hundred  miles  mfet  within  a  few  feet. 

He  was  unqualifiedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
diart  of  the  survey  was  itself  worth  more  than  the 
amount  of  ons  year's  appropriation. 

Mr.  MALLORY  here  rose  and  inquired  whether 
the  chart  of  the  new  channel  or  entrance  to  the 
port  of  New  York  had  ever  been  published;  and 
why  noli 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  Mr.  Hassler  was 
Jealous  of  his  reputation,  and  had,  therefore,  with- 
held the  chart  until  he  could  determine  its  positive 
verification.  It  was  withheld  until  the  matter  oould 
be  made  complete;  and  this  was  made  a  subject  of 
complaint  by  many  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  survey.  Acting  upon  this  com- 
plaint, the  select  committee  had  determined  that 
the  chart  should  be  published.  In  six  weeks  it 
would  be  out  and  before  the  public. 

There  was  another  class  of  enemies  to  this  ap- 
propriation for  Hassler^s  survey.  Thrre  were  a 
certain  number  of  gentlemen— headed  by  a  clique 
in  the  navy — who  had  made  the  discovery  that 
sorveying  by  chronometric  a&ironomy  was  to  be 
revived.  Such  a  survey,  he  pronounced,  would 
not  be  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was  lithograph- 
ed. Such  a  survey  would  not  meet  the  object  de- 
sired by  the  country;  and  would,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  run  a  vessel  upon  the  shoals. 

The  next  class  of  enemies  to  this  appropriation, 
were  those  who  thought  that  Mr.  Hassler  held  a 
luciatice  office-— 13,000  per  annum  being  allowed 
him  as  a  salary,  and  $3,000  more  to  pay  his  expenses. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  expenses 
of  Mr.  H.  could  not  be  less  than  ||4,000.  There 
were  others,  too,  who  wanted  Mr.  Hassler 's  office, 
and  they  also  were  opposed  to  this  approplriation. 

He  would  state  a  circumstance  which  had 
happraed  in  New  Jersey,  and  which,  for 
anght  he  knew,  might  have  had  some  in- 
fluence upon  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from 
that  State  [Mr.  Atcrigo.]  Mr.  Ha.<;sler  had,  in 
the  course  of  his  survey,  settled  down  upon 
a  portion  of  the  territory  of  that  State,  deeming 
))iaiself  entitled  to  encamp  where  he  might,  as  «n 


ofi^cer  of  Uncle  Sam,  and  not  knowing  anything 
about  the  laws  of  property  in  this  country,  la 
this  state  of  the  case,  he  was  notified  that  he  must 
pay  rent,  or  remove;  and,4](^n  bis  fefosal,  process 
was  issued  against  him  bsrsome  pettifogging  law- 
yer in  New  Jersey,  and  he  was  actually  sent  to 
prison,  where  he  remained  two  days,  incarcerated 
among  felons,  b«»u.se  he  could  not  be  made  to 
understand  that  he  had  to  pay  rent.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
undertook  to  say  that  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mallo- 
RT,]  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Atcrioo,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  MassacbusettF,  [Mr. 
CusHiMa,]  whose  reputation  for  scientific  attain- 
ments was  greater  than  either  of  the  other  two, 
might  sit  down  at  the  feet  of  Hassler,  and  be  taught 
by  that  philosoplier. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  interposed  and  said,  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  look  in  thelibfary,  he  would  find  a 
pamphlet  containing  400  errors  which  had  been 
committed  in  a  work  of  only  200  pages  by  Mr. 
Hassler.  These  were  errors,  by  his  own  acknowl- 
edgment. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  could  not  wish  a 
better  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  the  man.  [Laughter.] 
The  acknowledgment  showed  that  he  was  candid, 
and  could  be  relied  on.  [Laughter  ]  Other  men 
would  have  produced  works  with  one  thousand 
and  one  errors,  and  not  acknowledged  one  of  them. 
[Laughter.]  Did  the  gentleman  Suppose  that 
Isaac  Newton  never  committed  an  erroil  If  he 
did,  he  was  much  mistaken.  The  whole  business 
of  science  was  to  correct  error.  Let  the  genile- 
man  go  lo  Pari^,  and  he  would  there  find  (he  Na^ 
tional  Institute  daily  engaged  in  correcting  errors. 

He  had  already  mentioned  three  classes  of  ene- 
mies to  the  survey.  The  fourth  was  composed  of 
those  who,{now  that  the  survey  had  progressed  as 
far  as  the  peninsula  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  (which  was  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  navigation  in  the  United  States)  were 
anxious  that  the  survey  fhould  be  carried  back  to 
Long  Island,  and  thence  proceed  northward.  A 
fifth  class  was  composed  of  those,  among  othe», 
who  thought  Mr.  Hassler  incompetent,  not  only  be- 
cause he  cculd  not  spealt  the  English  language 
correctly,  but  also  because  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  his  mind  pretty  freely  of  thoie  whose 

fractice  it  was  to  catechise  and  cross^qucstion  him. 
n  his  examination  before  the  committee,  Mr.  Hass- 
ler would  understand  the  queaiions  in  a  difierent 
sense  from  that  in  which  they  were  propounded* 
and  would  answer  accordingly.  He  (Mr.  W) 
had,  however,  been  able  to  understand  him;  and 
where  he  had  not,  he  had  gathered  what  informa- 
tion be  desired  from  Captain  G^ney. 

Mr.  MALLORY  rose,  and  said,  he  admitted  (he 
fact  of  Mr.  Hassler 's  confused  answers.  So  great 
was  his  confusion,  that  an  interpreter  had  to  be  in- 
troduced. He  wonkl  give  his  colleague  on«  reason 
for  opposing  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Hassler.  It 
was  known  that  the  topoRraphy  of  the  southern 
coast  wa«  difierent  from  (hat  of  the  northern.  In 
the  former  it  was  flat,  and  in  the  latter  distinguish- 
ed by  highlands.  The  same  process,  therefore, 
would  not  answer  for  surveying  both  coasts.  When 
questioned  in  committee  as  to  how  he  should  pro- 
ceed with  his  survey  when  he  arrived  upon  the 
coast  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  he  could 
give  no  satisfactory  answer.  This  fact  could  be 
proved  ky  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WISE  ventured  to  assert  that  Mr.  Hassler 
would  not  answer  any  one  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
he  would  proceed;  but  the  officers  had  told  him 
how  he  would  go  about  the  work.  Their  testimo- 
ny, and  that  of  every  man  of  science,  was  in  favor 
of  the  competency  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  MALLORY  reasserted  the  ground  he  had 

'  taken,  and  said  the  committee  were  satisfied  of  Mr. 

Hasbler*s  inability  to  tell  how  he  should  proceed. 

Mr.  WISE  resumed,  and  went  into  a  description 
of  Mr.Hassler's  personal  appearance,  mode  of  con- 
versation, dbc  ,  together  with  thes^cenes  enacted  be- 
fore the  select  committee;  when 

Mr.  BIDLACK  caUed  him  to  order,  and  contend- 
ed that  he  was  transcending  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  forbade  members  to  detail  scenes  which  had 
occurred  in  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  would  state  what  hap- 


pened out  of  committee.  Mr.  Hassler  was  cfaarged 
with  bring  mentally  and  physicaHy  inoompe- 
tent— 

Here  Mr.  MALLORY  sakl,  (hat  wImh  he  nade 
the  report  of  the  committee,  as  its  ckainqan,  he 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  slate  all  the  faou 
which  led  him  to  the  conclusion. 

Mr.  WISE  again  denied  the  incompttcacy  oC 
Mr.  Hassler,  and  said  (bat,  had  the  committee  so 
reported,  it  would  have  been  without  evidence.  He 
then  went  into  an  argtnnent  to  prove  this  position; 
when 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ  remarked  that  the  fkct  that  Mr. 
Harder  had  denied  his  own  map,  aad  was,  aecoid- 
ing  to  his  own  statement,  between  eighty  and  ninfty 
y^ars  of  age,  was  conclusive,  to  nls  mind,  of  in- 
competency. 

Mr.  WISE.    Now,  we  have  all  the  ev'idence. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  not  all.  My  coliesgae 
has  asked  for  the  witnesses  of  Mr.  Ha;»lei*s  to- 
competency.  I  say  that  he  was  witness  enonith 
against  himself,  without  any  other  witness  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  WISE.  Now,  we  have  the  evidence. 
Should  that  map,  containing  merely  a  tjipogropkinl 
error,  blast  the  mental  reputation  of  a  man  who 
stands  before  (he  world  as  a  philosopherl  He 
defied  the  introduction  of  competent  witnesses 
to  prove  his  incompetency.  Mr.  Hassler  might 
look  odd  and  shabby  in  his  dusty  old  coat; 
but,  in  the  field  of  science,  he  was  at  home, 
and,  not  only  at  home,  but  mojifr  demo. 
He  appealed  to  the  experience  of  gentlemen 
here  who  had  been  to  college,  if  they  bad 
ever  seen  a  great  mathematician  who  was  oot 
an  odd  sort  of  a  man.  He  well  remembered 
old  Jemmy  Read,  of  Washington  College,  Pa; 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Representative  of'ibe  Wash- 
ington district  to  say  if  any  one  ever  t»ugbt  mathe- 
matics better,  little  common  sense  as  he  nad  out  of 
doors.  A  man  might  have  all  the  depths  of  New- 
ton knowledge,  and  yet  not  know  that  a  New 
Jersey  pettifogging  lawyer  could  put  him  in  jail 
among  felons.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  Mr.  Hassler's  manner.  As  to  his 
age — true,  be  was  old;  yet  he  bad  an  old-fashioned 
constitution  that  could  stand  much.  He  was  an 
octogenarian  in  age,  with  all  his  mental  faculties 
in  full  vigor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  this  motion  was  diaconrte-' 
ous  to  the  conunittee,  and  disrespectfol  to  the 
House.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  to  which 
this  subject  had  been  referred,  he  had  left  (be  maner 
principally  to  (he  gentleman  before  him  [Mr.  Mal- 
Loav,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  CusBiNo;]  who,  he  would  state,  seemed  (o 
bim  to  go  with  a  predetermination  into  the  investi- 
gation. And  be  would  say  again,  so  £ir  from 
feeling  the  mental  incompetency  and  the  Tast  infe- 
riority of  the  gentleman  they  had  assailed,  and 
whose  character  for  sdenoe  ihsy  would  pull  down, 
he  had  felt  rebuked  when  the  answers  were  given 
to  the  interrogations  put  lo  him.  He  bad  felt  that 
the  committee,  having  just  looked  into  the  books 
and  learned  the  alphabet  of  science,  were  display- 
ing to  him,  who  was  the  great  master  in  acieBce, 
the  little  knowledge  which  they  had;  and  be  ap- 
pealed to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether, 
when  they  went  into  a  coUisioa  of  intelleci,  they 
were  not  invariably  put  down.  He  (Mr.  H) 
thought  the  best  way  for  himself  was  to  retreat, 
and  he  believed  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  did  the  same,  [laughter;]  and  ihey  left  the 
other  gentleman  to  carry  on  the  contest.  The  com- 
mittee summoned  Mr.  Hassler  before  th«n;  and 
they  took  testimony;  but  they  never  made  a  report, 
which  ought  to  be  made  after  a  full  examination, 
before  they  pronounced  judgment  on  one  whose 
intellect  had  illuminated  not  this  eoun'ry  idone— 
for  it  was  the  admiration  of  the  philosophers  of 
Europe.  Waft  it  fair  and  respectful,  thett,  to  Che 
House,  under  snch  circumstances,  to  ask  diem^to 
rely  on  the  ipst  dixit  of  individuals  aloncl  Mr. 
Hassler  might  have  admitted  an  error  in  one  of 
(he  maps,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had 
stated;  and  the  great  mind  of  Mr.  Hass)»r  migbl 
be  revelling  in  the  light  of  irath.  Who  did  not 
I  remember  the  story  of  Galileo,  who,  when 
I  carried    before   a    tribnaal  of   teicniifte  mfn| 
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confessed  his  error  in  his  discovery  that  the 
etith  revolved  roand  the  sun,  hot  who  whispered 
to  a  neighhor,  at  the  same  time,  "Tboagh  I  do 
confeflB  my  error,  the  world  will  ffo  round  the  san, 
for  all  that.**  And  those  philosophers  would  find 
that,  ia  the  jadgment  of  posterity,  (if  they  were 
capable  of  knowing  anght  about  the  things  of  this 
life,)  the  worid  does  go  round  the  sun,  (or  all  that. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  get  a  full  report  from 
the  oomtnittee,  who  were  made  the  jury  in  the 
case,  before  they  ventured  to  determine  on  such  an 
imporiani  subject;  and  not  destroy,  on  an  appro- 
pihrtion  hill,  on  ex  parte  statements,  a  plan  which 
was  commenced  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
which  bad  been  prosecuted  at  a  vast  expense, 
which  embraced  the  whole  line  of  their  coast,  and 
not  only  the  lives  of  their  marine,  but  the  passen* 
gers  who  came  to  our  •  shores^  and  the  great  inter- 
ests of  commercial  enterprise. 

Mr.  GUSHING   went  into  a  lengthened  state* 
neat  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  to  whom 
this  investigation  was  intrusted;  who,  having  been 
unable  to  complete  their  inquiries  during  the  last 
session,  were  continued,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  on  the  day  of  its  adjournment,  to  the  pres- 
eat  session.     The  sutject  was  divided  into  two 
classes — administrative  and  scientific;  the  former 
of  which  only  had  they  fully  considered.  And  not- 
withstanding the   conclusions  of  his  own  mind  on 
that  branch  of  the  subject  which  they  had  explored 
—feeling  strongly  the  public  importaoce,  and  the 
deep  interest  to  the  country,  and  to  its  commerce, 
and  to  the  learning  and  science  of  the  world,  of  this 
great  seieatific  work — he  hoped  it  would  be  prose- 
cuted to  its  completion.    He  regretted  that  this  ap- 
Sropriation  had  not  been  permitted  to  pass,  and  he 
oped  the  committee  would  not  agree  to  strike  it 
oat.    80  high   was  his  estimate  of  the  work,  that 
not  only  incompetency,  but  mismanagement  should 
be  pardoned  to  secure  its  completion.  He  intended 
to  vote  for  this  appropriation,  though  he  felt  bound 
to  state  the  conclusion  to  which  he,  in  common 
with  others,  had  arrived  respecting  the  character  of 
the  superintendent.     The  class  of  topics  which 
be  called   administrative,   he   divided   into   two 
branches :  the  physical*  condition  and  the  men- 
tal condition  of  the  person  who  had  the  super- 
intendence of  the  work.     And  he  was  the  Ust 
man  to  say  that   an  old   and  faithfnl  servant, 
who  had  discharged  his  duty  to  his  country,  should 
be  reoK>ved  for  his  infirmities;  but,  if  that  fact 
were  pat  -in  issue — to  wit,  whether  that  coast  sur* 
veybttdheen  unncessarilj  delayed;  whether  prop- 
er despatch  and  all  practical  economy  had  been  re- 
sorted to, — on  going  into    those  questions,  they 
would  ran  their  heads  against  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Haisler,  from  the  infirmities  of  age,  was  deprived, 
doring  a  portion  of  the  yeaf,  of  the  full  ability  to 
saperiatend  the  work,  as  a  younger  and  more  vig- 
orous man  would  do.   The  work  had  been  delayed 
bf  the  infirmities  of  age. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  sickness  bad  caused  it.  It 
was  the  fever  which  bad  produced  delay. 

Mr.  GUSHINGT.  Yes,  and  that  was  connected 
with  old  age.  And  he  was  told  that  the  average 
employment  had  not  been  more  than  three  months 
io  the  year. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  was  a  younger  man 
than  the  gentleman  from  Massachatetts. 

Mr.  GUSHING.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
[Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  WISE  repeated  that  he  was  a  younger  man 
bjfeveral  years  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachs- 
setts;  and  yet  he  had  been  confined  fur  six  weeks  this 
fall  with  the  bilious  fever.  But  it  was  said  that  Mr. 
Htssler  had  been  but  three  months  in  th^  field  in 
Ihe  year;  and  here  h«  would  observe,  that  if  he  had 
aot  been  in  the  field,  (and  there  were  five  or  six 
months  in  the  year  during  which  the  youngest 
coQid  not  be  in  the  field,)  he  had  been  in  his  office, 
goiog  through  the  figures  which  the  field-work  had 
teenmolated. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  did  not  wish  now  to  be 
pressed  to  go  into  the  minute  details;  and  there- 
fore be  would  return  to  the  question  of  physical 
iocompttency.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  coast 
sorrey?  It  was,  in  fact,  a  grrai  bureau  of  ihi< 
Qoverameni;  and  Mr.  Haisler  was  the  superin- 
tendeat  of  its  vast  enterprise — a  bureau  involving 


a  much  larger  personnel  and  expenditure  of  money 
than  some  other  bureaus  of  this  Government;  and 
it  was  one  of  'the  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  a  speedy  and  prompt  prosecution  of  the 
work,  that  an  individual  had  been  selected  who, 
whatever  and  how  superlative  soever  Mr.  Hass- 
ler*s  mfrits  might  he,  did  not  bring  administrative 
merit  to  the  conduct  of  a  bureau  in  which  so  many 
persons  were  employed,  and  an  annual  expenditure 
incurred  of  (100,000. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ma^a- 
chusetts  [Mr.  Cushinq]  if  he  was  one  of  tho9e  who 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  men- 
tally and  physically  incapable,  as  stated  by  bis  col- 
league. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  was  not  present  when 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  MiLLoay]  was 
on  the  floor,  and  did  not  hear  what  was  said  by 
him. 

Mr.  MALLORT  begged  leave  to  explain.  He 
had  stated  that  the  basis  of  the  report  they  contem- 
plated making,  was  the  conviction  on  their  minds 
that  Mr.  Hsussler  was  mentally  and  physically  in- 
capable of  discharging  the  duties  of  superintendent. 

Mr.  GUSHIKG  said  that  be  had  already  suffi- 
ciently  gone  into  detail  in  regard  to  the  physical 
part  of  the  subject;  and,  as  to  the  mental  part  of  it, 
he  wished  to  avoid  going  into  it.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  say  that  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Mr.  Hassler  was  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of 
his  administrative  duties  as  head  of  the  bureau. 
He  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  question 
whether  Mr.  H.,  as  a  man  of  science,  was  compe- 
tent or  incompetent.  But  granting  that  his  scien- 
tific qualifications  were  as  great  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  rated  them  to  bej  yet, 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  House,  upon  an  exami>< 
nation  of  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee, 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  unfitted 
to  discharge  the  administrative  part  of  bis  duties. 
Mr.  G.,  however,  strongly  deprecated  the  with- 
drawal of  the  appropriation.  He  had  rather  (he 
said)  that  the  surveys  should  be  continued  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Hassler,  than  retard  a  work  that 
was  so  important  in  a  scientific  and  commercial 
point  of  view.  He  hoped  the  committee  would 
leave  the  appropriation  as  it  was. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  JOHN  G.  FLOYD  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  over  to  Mon* 
day  next. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion,  which  were  ordered;  when 

Mr.  FLOYD  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SATuaoAY,  Decsmber  17,  1842. 

Mr.  DixoN  H.  Lkwis  and  Mr.  Shublds  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Gwin  of  Mississippi,  this 
morning  took  their  seats.  Mr.  Pbopfjt,  also,  has 
arrived  in  the  city,  but  in  such  a  state  of  ill  health 
as  to  confine  him  to  his  room. 

Mr.  MED1LL  pre^^ented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Somerset,  Ohio,  inclu- 
ding six  members  of  the  bar  at  that  place,  asking 
a  repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  establish- 
ing the  summer  term  of  the  circuit  aad  district 
courts  for  Ohio,  at  Gincinnati,  and  that  both  terms 
be  held  at  Golumbos,  as  formerly. 

By  the  request  of  Mr.  LOWELL,  the  following 
petitions  and  papers  were  taken  from  the  files  and 
referred,  vizs 

The  petition  and  other  papers  of  Nicholas 
Thomas  for  a  pension:  to  the  committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions; 

Tne  petition  and  other  papers  of  Henry  Dorr 
for  a  pension:  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pension?; 

The  petition  and  other  papers ^f  William  Pool 
for  a  pension:  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions; 

The  petition  of 'Freeman  Hall  and  others  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  breakwater  at  Matinicus  Island, 
Maine:  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

The  petition  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  for  the  allow- 
ance of  a  bounty  on  fishing  schooner  *  Credit.^' 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  introduced  his  colleague, 


the  Hon.  S.  W.  Trotti,  who  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat.  [Mr.  Taorri  is  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Samson  H.  Butler.] 

KENTUCKY  ASVLUM. 

Mr  J.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  leave  to  intro^ 
dnoe  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  laud  heretofore  given 
to  the  Kentucky  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

After  some  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  BAR- 
NARD to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding,  (no 
notice  havinic  been  given,)  and  some  explanations 
by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the  bill  was  aDowed  to  be 
introduced,  and  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  T1LL1NGHAST  sabmitted  the  following 
joint  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to: ' 

Re§otced  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenlativee  of 
the  United  States  in  Congees  aeeembled^  That  of  the  copie« 
of  the  catalogue  ^f  the  Library  of  CongroM,  laat  publiohed, 
now  remaining  on  band,  there  be  distributed,  by  the  librarian, 
one  eop7  to  each  meml)er  of  Congrew. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 
Mr.  EVERETT  Rave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, or  on  the  first  opportunity,  ask  leave  to 
inuroduce  a  bill  entitled  ^^K  bill  to  revive  and  es- 
tablidi  the  public  credit.'*    [Laughter.] 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  EVERETT  offered  the  following  resolution; 
and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Revoluiionary  Penciona  be 
Inwructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pension 
to  Adam  Pond,  a  rerolatlonarj  loldier. 

He  also  offered  the  following  resolutions;  which 
were  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be 
iiiocmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  patents 
to  issue  to  Chester  Itazter,  A.  Blalce,  and  Jason  Steele,  for  lots 
Noe.  27, 28, 36, 37, 38, 39,  and  40.  in  lowaehlp  16,  range  16  east, 
in  the  southeaatern  district  of  Louisiana. 

Resolved^  That  the  claim  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph 
EdsoB,  BometUme  marsluii  of  the  Vermont  disiriet,  for  pound- 
age on  sundry  executions  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  tfie  Judiciary  Committee. 

FRENCH  SPOLI/ITIONS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEEISOLL  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  French  spoli* 
ations  prior  to  1800,  which  he  briefly  esiilained; 
aad  urged  the  necessity  of  acting  at  an  early  day 
on  the  bill  now  on  the  calendar  of  the  House  on 
that  subject.  The  memorial  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PENITENTIARY   OF  THE  DISTRICT   OP 

COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  submitted  the  followiDg  re« 
solution: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  House  the  annual  erpense  to  the 
public  treasury  of  maiAtainiag  the  penitentiary  In  the  Dietriet 
of  Columbia  during  the  last  five  years.  Also  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  now  employed  in  the  charge  and  superinten- 
dence thereof^  with  the  compensation  allowed  to  eacli,  xha 
number  of  prisoners  confined  therein,  Uie  oflwces  for  which 
they  were  severally  sentenced,  and  the  periods  for  which  tiiey 
were  to  be  confined.  Also  the  occupation  of  the  several  pris- 
oners—whether employed  by  contracters,  at  a  stipulated  price, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  ofiiceis,  or  upon  materials 
or  work  immediately  for  (he  use  of  the  Government,  together 
wtth  the  gross  amount  of  the  avails  of  tlie  latior  of  the  pris* 
oners ;  he  cost  of  the  (ood,  clothes,  and  medicine  of  the 
prisoners.  Also  the  expense  incurred  by  any  agency  or  com- 
mission instituted  within  the  last  two  years,  for  any  purpose 
connected  with  the  prison,  and  chargeable  upon  the  treasury. 

Mr.  BOWNE  said  he  wished  the  House  to  get 
to  its  regular  business,  and  therefore  he  objected 
to  these  resolutions,  and  to  all  others  at  this  time. 

The  resolution  was  in  consequence  not  reoeiFed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION 

BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  had  appealed  to  him  to  allow 
this  day  to  be  devoted  to  private  bills;  but  he,  ner- 
ertheless,  felt  bound  to  move  that  the  House  re- 
s^ve  itself  ihto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  bill 
No.  615,  being  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government 
for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1843.  He  made  this  motion,  as  he  con- 
ceived, In  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  and  he  leA  it 
to  the  Houae  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  might  think 
proper. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question,  and  an- 
nounced that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

A  division  was  called  for;  and  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced the  result  to  be  52  in  the  affirmative,  and 
48  in  the  negative— being  less  than  a  quorum, 
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Tellers  were  called  for,  (a  qaoram  evidently  be- 
ine  in  ibe  Hoase;)  and  Messrs.  Boirdman  and 
Wkllbr  were  appointed;  and,  aAer  takiog  the 
vote,  they  annotineed  the  result  to  be  86  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  53  in  the  negative.  The  motion 
was  therefore  carried,  and  Mr.  Brigob  took  the 

chair. 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  pending 
question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Arcoioo,  to 
strike  ont  the  item  of  |50,000  for  the  coast  sorvey; 
and  the  debate  on  ibai  qaestioa  was  now  resumed. 

Mr,  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  entered  into  a  defence 
of  Mr.  Hassler,  whose  history,  connexion  with 
this  Government,  sacrifices,  services,  attainments, 
and  qaalification^,  he  minntely  detailed  and  enlo- 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  obtained  the  floor,  bat  yield- 
ed it  to 

Mr.  ATCRIGG,   who   made  a  brief  ezplan 
aiion  'in  reply  to  Mr.  Ingbrsoll.    The  reporter 
heard  Mr.  A.  too  indistincily  to  ventare  upon  a 
sketch  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  had  been  repeatedly 
asserted  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  that  Mr.  Hass* 
ler  had  no  friends  here;  but  he  should  infer,  after 
hearing  the  warm  and  e Icquent  eology  pronounced 
on  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  [Mr. 
J.  R  Inoersoll,]  that  he  could  not  have  an  abler 
or  more  zealous  advocate,  either  with  or  without  a 
fee;  though  be^  was  sure  that  the  gentleman  defend- 
ed him  without  one.  Mr.  R.  said  that  he,  for  one, 
was  not  an  enemy  of  Mr.  Hassler;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  his  friend.  He  was  not  one  to  say  that, 
because  he  was  a  foreigner,  he  shou  Id  not  receive  the 
'  patronage  of  the  Government;  for  he  would  make 
no  distinction  between  native  and  adopted  citizens. 
This  country  was  but  of  recent  growth,  and  but  a 
few  years  back  we  were  all  foreigners;  so  that  a 
doctrine  contrary  to  his  would  exclude  all.  But 
to  return  to  th<*  sabject  under  discusfion:  Ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  if  Mr. 
Hassler  was  to  be  turned  oni  of  office,  this  Repub- 
lic would  be  put  an  end  to — the  wheels  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  stand  still;  and  not  only  that,  but 
this  great  work,  so  important  to  the  scientific  and 
commercial  world,  would  be  stopped.  This  was 
the  force  of  the  gentleman*^  argument,  Why,  the 
work  might  be  stopped,  and  still  the  Republic  suf- 
fer no  detriment.  If  the  gentleman  would  refer  to  one 
of  the  documents  which  he  had  been  handling,  he 
would  find  that  the  work  was  once  suspended  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  still  no  great  evils  happened  in  con- 
sequence of  it.  Now,  be  only  wanted  it  to  be  sus- 
pended till  the  report  of  thet  committee  came  in, 
and  then  they  would  be  better  able  to  determine 
what  course  it  was  proper  to  take  in  regard  to  it. 
The  gentleman  contended  that  a  majority  of  the 
committee  did  not  come  to  the  conclusion  (as  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia)  that  Mr.  Hassler 
was  mentally  and  physically  incompetent.  Now, 
he  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  arrived  at  that 
conclusion.  Some  people  were  so  aristocratic  in 
their  ideas,  that  they  did  not  wish  the  majority  to 
govern;  but  he  hoped  that  the  mind  of  the  gentle- 
man, though  he  liv«d  in  the  fine  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  not  so  perverted  as  to  make  him  believe 
that  two  were  a  majority  of  five.  Had  not  the 
committee  the  right  to  say  that  Mr.  Hassler  was 
physically  and  mentally  incompetent?  He  was 
told  that  -the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia  was  a 
lawyer,  and  a  very  eminent  one — he  was,  too,  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer. 

[Mr.  Ingbrsoll  here  made  some  remark  not 
heard  by  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  R.  said  that  be  took  the  g«ntreman  for  a 
lawyer  from  his  special  pleading,  and  he  would 
cite  a  sample  of  it.  The  gentleman  said  that  there 
was  no  report.  True,  there  was  not  a  written  one; 
but  the  majority  of  the  committee  informed  the 
House  of  the  bases  of  one  that  they  had  agreed 
npon.  The  gentleman,  perhaps,  would  not  agree 
that  there  was  a  report  until  he  saw  it  in  Gaks  & 
Sea  ton's  paper,  with  Gales  db  Seaton'^  ink  and  type. 
Mr.  R.  then  spoke  of  the  AMantic  inflaence 
which  operated  in  favor  of  this  appropriation,  and 
said  that  the  grntleman  resided  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, where  everybody  was  in  favor  of  the 
coast  survey.  He  was  also  surrounded  by  the  in- 
lluence  of  those  whose  employicents  depended  on 


the  continuance  of  the  survey.  The  information 
which  the  gentleman  got  this  morning,  and  which 
he  had  just  communicated  to  the  House,  came 
from  that  source.  The  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, also,  were  subject  to  this  Atlantic  infla- 
ence, and  would,  therefore,  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion. This  was  all  very  natural  and  very  proper. 
He  himself  lived  under  an  influence  of  a  different 
nature — he  meant  that  of  the  national  road — and 
should  endeavr  to  obtain  all  the  appropriations  he 
could  for  it.  Let  us,  however,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  re- 
turn to  Mr.  Hassler.  He  believed  it  was  an  ex- 
traordinary issue,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  should  go  into  an  investigation  of  a  man's 
age.  Now,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  committee 
to  say  anything  about  age;  they  had  a  right  to  say 
that  the  superintendent  was  mentally  and  physical- 
ly incompetent,  without  referring  to  his  age.  Here 
were  three  individuals, under  the  solemnity  of  their 
oaths,  declared  that  he  was  mentally  and  physical- 
ly incompetent.  Was  not  this  enough,  without  go- 
ing into  his  age?  Ought  he,  after  the  announce: 
ment  of  ibis  fact,  to  continue  in  office?  Should  the 
President  be  forced  to  continue  him?  Had  Mr. 
Hassler  a  right  to  this  office  for  life?  He  was 
aware  that  there  was  a  mistaken  notion  entertained 
by  many,  thai  a  public  officer  hsd  a  property  in  the 
office  he  held;  but  he  did  not  agree  to  give  in  to 
such  a  doctrine.  The  gentleman  from  Philadel- 
phia urged  that  Mr.  H.  was  not  only  a  man  of 
science  and  a  philosopher,  but  that  he  was  the  only 
man  in  the  Union  capable  of  carrying  on  this 
work.  Now,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  reproach  to 
the  Union — as  disreputable  to  the  Republic — to  say 
that,  out  of  a  population  of  seventeen  millions, 
there  was  only  one  man  capable  of  surveying  our 
coasts.  Where  was  the  West  Point  academy,  and 
the  number  of  scientific  young  men  there  yearly 
educated  at  a  vast  expense  to  the  nation?  Would 
the  gentleman  say  that  none  of  these  were  capable. 
If  so,  the  institution  ought  to  be  abolished.  Would 
the  gentleman  ^ay  that  none  of  the  officers  rf  the 
navy  were  capable?  He  would  pause  for  the  gen- 
tleman's rr ply,  and  spare  him  a  few  minutes  of  the 
time  allotted  him  (Mr.  R  )  to  enable  him  to  auswer 
the  Inquiry. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL  said  he  would 
answer  the  gentleman  with  pleasure.  He  did  not 
believe  that  there  was  a  single  officer  of  the  army 
or  navy,  or,  indeed,  a  single  individual  in  the  na- 
tion, capable  of  superintending  the  work  as  it  had 
been  done  by  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  on  leave  being  given  him  by 
Mr.  Reynolds,  5aid  that  he  would  give  the  gentle- 
man some  information  ot  what  took  place  in  the 
committee-room.  Hearing  the  great  age  of  the 
superintendent  spoken  of,  they  thought  it  neces- 
sary  to  ascertain  whether  the  survey  could  be  car- 
ried on,  should  he  die  before  its  completion;  and 
they,  therefore,  made  inquiries,  in  relation  to  this 
point,  of  some  of  the  officers  engaeed  in  it,  who 
were  able  and  competent  men.  They  answered 
that  there  were  many  men  in  the  country  perfectly 
competent,  in  every  way,  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Now,  as  to  the  ige  of  Mr.  Hassler.  He  said  that 
he  had  been  fifty  six  years  in  the  public  service, 
and  that  he  first  turned  his  attention  to  jurispru- 
dence and  diplomacy. 

Mr.  JOS.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  had  re- 
ceived several  communications  on  this  subject, 
one  of  which  was  signed  M.  C.  Hassler,  in  which 
the  writer  said  that  his  father  was  just  seventy- 
three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  continued.  The  age  of  the 
individual  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  not  having  been 
bound  to  give  their  reasons  for  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  did-^that  he  was  mentally  and 
physically  incompetent.  This  was  no  disgrace 
to  Mr.  Hassler.  »  He  ought  to  retire  from  the 
public  Fervicr,  for  no  man  would  desire  to 
continue  in  office  after  such  an  announce- 
ment No  man  was  disgracetd  by  losing  of- 
fice, any  more  than  by  being  beaten  in  an  elec- 
tion. There  was  his  friend-  before  bim,  t;ho 
either  had  been,  or  would  be  beaten;  and  yet  it  was 
no  disgrace  to  him.  Let  the  old  gentleman,  then, 
retire;  and  he  would  find  himself  much  more  com- 
fortable in  the  bosom  of  bis  family,  than  camping 


oat  ia  the  snows  of  New  Jersey,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  But  the  friends  of 
Mr.  H.  on  this  floor  wanted  to  make  his  character 
a  pretext  for  continuing  the  appropriation,  and 
dwelt  much  on  bis  services,  and  the  hardships  be 
encountered.  Did  he  not  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Philadelphia  eloquently  declaiming  aboat  the  storms 
hovering  over  the  old  man^  head,  while  be  was 
engaged  in  his  arduous  labors  in  the  field-— the 
ground  covered'  with  snow,  and  he  without  a  tent 
to  lie  in?  Why,  no  attack  was  made  on  Mr.  Hass- 
ler^ character.  The  aflair  of  the  map  was  only 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr* 
AvcRiaG]  as  an  evidence  of  his  incompetency,  and 
not  of  bis  crimioaiity.  No  forgery  was  chatged. 
The  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  knew  very  well  what 
constituted  forgery;  and  that  the  charge  did  not 
amount  to  that.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr. 
R.  went  on  to  urge  that  iht  appropriation  for  the 
survey  should  be  postponed  at  least  till  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  received.  This  he  con- 
ceived to  be  required  by  prudence,  as  well  as  econ- 
omy. He  further  observed,  that  while  he  was  for 
an  economical  ezpendiinre  of  the  public  money,  he 
was  for  equalizing  the  appropriations  more  than 
had  hitherto  been  done,  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Western  portions  of  the  Union.  He  looked  npon 
the  harbors  for  the  lakes,  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio,  and  the  purchasing  our,  so 
as  to  make  free,  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Ca- 
nal, as  objects  of  far  more  importance  than  the 
coast  survey. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  rose  and  advocated  the 
appropriation.  He  oemmenced  by  referring  to 
the  arraignment  of  an  ancient  philosopher  and 
poet  before  the  Areopagus,  where  he  appeared  on 
trial,  and  seemed  to  be  mentally  and  physically 
incompetent.  That  man  was  Sophocles,  and  was 
thouglat  to  be  insane.  Yet  he  defended  himself 
by  reading  a  portion  of  a  work  he  was  then  en- 
gaged in  writing — the  celebrated  tragedy  of  the 
CEdipus  Coloneus — a  work  read  with  pleasure 
even  to  the  present  day.  The  trial  of  Mr  Hass- 
ler at  this  time  reminded  him  of  this  incident. 
He,  too,  had  defended  himself,  by  detailing  a  por- 
tion of  his  labors — which,  however,  were  soeh 
as  not  to  be  understood  by  his  judges.  Yet  this 
philosopher  was  engaged  upon  a  work  which  here- 
after might  render  him  as  celebrated  in  one  depart- 
ment of  knowledge,  as  old  Sophocles  was  in  an- 
other. 

He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  that  the  object  soaght  to 
be  attained  could  not  be  accomplished  by  rejecting 
this  appropriation.  A  law  remained  in  force  an- 
thorizing  the  President  to  employ  a  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey;  and  so  long  as  this  was  the 
law,  a  superintendent  might  be  kept  in  office.  If 
there  was  any  fault  to  find  with  the  present  super- 
intendence, the  House  should  express  their  opinion, 
and  induce  the  President  to  change  iu  If  it  was 
alleged  that  the  work  was  failing  to  answer  its 
purpose,  and  was  only  calculated  to  decoy  into 
danger,  instead  of  afibrding  beajeona  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  life  and  property,  let  there  be  an  in- 
vestigation; let  Mr.  Hassler's  performance  be  in- 
quired into,  and  justice  done  him.  He  (Mr.  T.) 
deprecated  any  act  of  the  Hoase  that  would  sud- 
denly assign  Mr.  Has  ler  to  retirement  and  dis- 
mission, without  due  investigation. 

He  went  on  to  explain  the  reason  of  the  differ- 
ence of  the  map  from  the  conect  standard.  He  al- 
luded to  the  pamphlet  correcting  the  four  hundred 
errors,  referred  to  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  ATCoioa,]  as  having  been  com- 
mitted in  a  book  of  200  paiges.  This  minute  co^ 
rection  was  to  him  an  evidence  of  the  extreme  de- 
sire on  Mr.  H.'s  part  to  be  accurate.  He  read 
from  the  pamphlet  of  errata  to  show  that  the  er- 
rors charged  were  mostly  errors  of  grammar  and 
style,  and  not  csatbematical  errors. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  the  committee  to  take  notice 
that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  read  from 
the  book  adduced  on  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Aycrigo,]  to  prove  the  in* 
competency  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  resumed.  These  errors 
were  of  the  most  trifling  character,  or,  ss  a  gentle- 
man near  him  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingxrsoll]  said,  were 
msre  eorrigendu.  He  had  been  informed  by  scientifiq 
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men  thai  Mr.  H.\s  work  was,  in  all  lespeol?,  re- 
marlrtbij  aecorate.  He  proceeded  to  notice  a 
Domber  of  objtcUo'ns  urged  against  the  superin- 
teadenci  of  xhis  sarvey.  He  bad  no  evidence  cf 
the  inertness  of  Mr.  Hassler,  and  ibc  assistants  an. 
derhim.  80  far  from  it,  tbeir  duties  had  been 
pnrsoed  with  remarkable  industry  and  vigor.  As 
to  the  delay  in  the  pnblication  of  the  maps,  ~  he 
conld  see  no  reason  10  cen^nre  Mr.  H.  f6r  not 
bringing  them  oat  antil  he  was  aotfaorized  to  do 
so.  He  denied  that  a  great  scientific  work,  like 
this  lorrey^  could  be  properly  carried  on,  as  had 
been  proposed,  under  the  administrative  jsuperin- 
tendenee  o(  a  bureau.  No  one  was  belter  calca- 
lited  to  superintend  it  than  Mr.  Hassler,  although 
be  night  be  dd;  and  yet,  not  so  old  as  some  men 
of  great  intelleetaal  vigor  who  sat  before  htm.  Af- 
ter a  few  more  remarks  in  relation  to  the  impor* 
tuee  of  the  sunrey  to  the  whole  country,  and  to  its 
commeree,  be  took  his  seat. 

Mr  OILMRR,  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  an  amendment,  rather  than  to  make  a 
spceefa.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  do  anything  to 
prevent  the  committee  from  coming  to  a  vote  upon 
the  qoestion  to-day.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
debaie  bad  taken---he  wonld  not  say  too  wide  a 
reage— but  a  range  too  far  from  the  work.  He 
ooald  not  perceive  what  the  merits  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Mr.  Hassler  as  a  man  of  science  and  a 
matbenatician  had  to  do  with  the  expediency  and 
propriety  of  making  this  appropriation.  He  (Mr.  O.) 
knew  noting  of  the  acquirements  of  Mr.  Hassler, 
and  bis  competency  to  produce  a  work  adequate  to 
tbe  wants  of  the  country.  He  could  not  under- 
ttke  to  decide  in  a  matter  where  doctors  so  widely 
difffred  among  themselves.  [A  voice  Law$ert  ]  Yes, 
where  both  doctors  and  lawyer?  disagreed.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Nor  eould  he  see  the  application  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
TiiuaoH4ST,]  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  Sophocles, 
to  tbe  present  item  of  appropriation. 

He  (Mr.  G.)  was  disposed  to  regard  this  as  a 
matter  of  appropriation  solely.  He  was  prepared 
to  reduce  every  appropriation  and  every  ezpendi- 
tore  under  the  Qovernment  whicb  would  admit  of 
it.  It  was,  as  he  conscientiously  believed,  the  duty 
of  (Congress  to  make  this  reduction— -a  dnty,  the 
peiformance  of  which  was  imperiously  demanded 
of  them  by  the  condition  of  the  country.  This  ex- 
pendiince  was  one,  he  conceived,  which  might  be 
dispensed  with  without  injury  to  the  Government. 
He  would  go  farther  than  this;  he  wonld  advocate 
t  still  farther  reduction  of  tbe  army  from  that 
Bade  at  the  last  session,  especially  among  the  staff, 
and  in  the  engineer  department.  In  short,  be 
meant  to  vote  for  reductions  in  every  department 
that  would  admit  cf  it. 

Here  Mr.  G.  was  interrupted  by  calls  for  the 
committee  to  rise;  to  which  he  yielded,  in  order  that 
1  test  Tole  might  be  taken.  The  committee  re- 
foaed  to  rise— ayes  57,  noes  72. 

Mr.  GILMER  resumed,  and  expressed  his  grati- 
fieation  that  the  committee  had  refused  to  rise. 
He  reiterated  his  assurance  that  he  did  not  mean, 
bj  bis  vote,  to  express  any  opinion  of  Mr.  Hassler 
as  a  man  of  science.  It  had,  however,  been  urged 
as  a  reason  for  continuing  tbe  appropriation,  that 
a  sndden  suspension  of  the  survey  would  occasion 
iojary  to  the  Government,  from  the  fact  that  ex- 
tensive field-notes  had  been  taken,  though  not 
yet  reckoned  out — a  process  which  could  not  be 
accomplished  by  any  one  else  so  well  as  by  Mr. 
Hassler.  He  admitted  the  argument  in  part;  and 
ii  wu  the  object  of  the  amendment  he  should  sub* 
isit  to  obviate  the  difficulty.  Instead  of  making  the 
appropriation  of  f50,000,  as  contained  in  the  bill,  he 
iboold  propose  to  substitute  such  a  sum  only  as 
voold  be  necessary  to  enable  Mr.  Hassler  to  com- 
plete, in  the  closet .  the  notes  and  observations  al- 
ready taken  in  the  field.  When  tbe  treasury  sbonl  1 
be  in  a  belter  condition,  tbe  sur  vey  might  be  resumed. 
Bat,  at  present,  the  expenses  of  this  Government 
exceeded  its  income.  The  Government  was  poz- 
lied  how  to  raise  means  to  meet  its  most  pressing 
and  immediate  engagements.  It  had  borrowed  un- 
til It  eonid  borrow  no  more.  There  was  but  one 
iltemalive  lefl— and  that  a  reduction  of  expenses, 
md  the  witWiolding  of  all  appropriations  not  of 


absolute  necessity.  The  present  was  one  of  that 
character,  and  therefore  he  opposed  it. 

He  was  loth  to  do  injury  either  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  individuals,  and,  therefore,  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  was-  willing  to  grant  such  a  sum  as 
would  enable  Mr.  Hassler  to  complete  his  notrs. 
The  same  process  of  redaction  he  would  have 
carried  into  effect  with  regard  to  other  appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  here  suggested  to  Mr.  G.  to  move 
to  strike  out  $50,000,  and  insert  |30,000. 

Mr.  GILMER  accepted  the  suggestion,  and 
made  a  motion  accordingly.  The  committee,  he 
sa'd,  wonld  perceive  that,  by  the  proposed  reduction, 
|30  000  would  be  saved  the  ensuing  year,  and 
^100,000  each  year  thereafter.  It  was  impossible 
for  a  Government  like  ours  to  inks  any  soch  step 
as  that  proposed,  without  experiencing  a  temporary 
inconvenience.  Its  paramount  duty  was  retrench- 
ment. The  only  remedy  for  the  times  was  re^ 
irenchment;  and,  indeed,  it  was  the  only  remedy 
that  conld  be  successfully  resorted  to  in  order  to 
restore  private  and  public  faith,  now  sunk  so  low 
as  to  make  every  American  wiih  patriotic  feelings 
look  upon  his  country  with  the  deepest  regret. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  here  signified  bis  accepunco 
of  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
GiLMsa,]  in  liea  of  his  own;  which  was  to  strike 
out  the  whole  appropriation. 

Mr.  BORNELL  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
was  about  to  address  the  committee,  when,  at  the 
request  of  many  members,  he  yielded  to  a  motion 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  cariied. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  which 
was  adopted,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of 
last  session  for  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  several 
executive  communications: 

1.  A  cjmmunicaiion  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  ar>swer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
June  23d,  1842,  calling  for  a  statement  of  tbe  num- 
ber of  cargoes  entered  at  American  -and  foreign 
ports  by  ves'cls  of  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2  A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
th«  General  L^nd  Office,  in  relation  to  certain  pri- 
vate land  claims  at  New  Orleans:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BOA  RDM  AN  again  offered  his  resolution, 
calling  on  President  for  imformatioH  respecting 
the  penitentiary  m  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CUSHING  offered  a  resolution,  (which  was 
adopted,)  instructing  the  Committee  on  Revolution* 
ary  Pensions  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
viving the  act  of  July,  1838.  allowing  pensions  to 
certain  widows. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER30LL  inquired  of  the  Chair 
when  resolutions  wonld  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  answered,  Monday  next;  which 
will  be  resolution  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNOiT,  December  19,  1848. 

Mr.  WALKxa  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Sxvisa  of 
Arkansas,  appeared  in  their  seats  to-day. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary, 
showing  the  condition  of  tbe  finances;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  1,700 
copies,  in  addition  to  the  u^ual quantity,  were  orders 
ed  10  be  printed;  200  of  which  to  be  subject  to  the 
disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Lahd  Office;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  tbe  table  and  be  printed. 


Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  covering  a  report,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
29ihJone,  1842,  upon  the  subject  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  hemp;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table  and  be  pripted. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  Samael 
Dicy  for  a  penbion;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hats,  similar  to  others  presented  by  him, 
praying  Congress  so  to  modify  the  tariff  as  to  ad- 
mit hatters'  fors  free  of  datji:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  the  Senate,  praying  pay- 
ment for  the  printing  of  the  Compendium  of  the 
Sixth  Census.  Mr.  L.  said  there  was  a  letter  from 
the  Secreury  of  Sta;e  accompanying  the  memorial, 
urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  paying  tho 
claim.  The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  tho 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Woodward,  of  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  praying  com- 
pensation for  services  during  the  revolutionary 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Also  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Brown, 
of  SoUivan  county,  N.  Y.,  a  druouner  in  ihe  revo- 
lutionary army,  praying  a  pension:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition,  from  tha 
New  Orleans  aad  Carrollton  Railroad  Company, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  tat  iff,  and  an  ex'en- 
sion  of  the  time  now  required  for  laying  down  iron 
imported  for  :he  tue  of  their  railroad:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
directors  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company, 
praying  an  extension  of  the  time  required  by  law 
for  laying  down  the  iron  imported  lor  the  use  of 
said  company:  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
C.  Evans,  praying  that  his  invention  to  prevent  the 
explosion  of  steam-boilers  may  be  applied  to  the 
steam-vessels  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  memo/ial  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  avking  Congress  to  refund  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  and  costs  imposed  on  him 
by  Judge  Hall  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  interest 
thereon:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  . 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  John 
L.  Delee,  praying  for  (he  pri'vilege  of  entering  land 
in  lieu  of  land  lost  to  him  by  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Tex- 
as: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  tbe  Stale  of  Maine,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  petition  of 
Noah  Miller  was  ordered  to  be  iaken  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Messrs.  BATES,  EVANS,  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
FULTON,  and  LINN,  severally  gave  notion  that 
they  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
certain  bills. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LtNN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  Alexander  Coleman, 
and  their  heirs  and  legal  representatives;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  senior,  deceased,  to  a  tract  oi  land  in 
Missouri; 

which  were  read  twice,  end  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  on  leave,  intrpduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
adoption  of  tneasures  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement cf  (he  territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  extend  a 
certain  portion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chair.    Thereupon,  the  Chair  ap^ 
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pointed  Messrs.  Limn,  Walker,  Sevier,  Merrick, 
and  Phelps,  to  constitute  said  comiaittee. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  on  leare,  introdoced  a  bill  for 
the  telief  of  Lacreiia  Haymaker,  heir  at  law  of 
Xohn  Bownj  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolotionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER  it  was 

Retolvedj  That  (he  Commiitee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
truded to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  permitting  the  State  of 
MiwiiBippi  to  appropriate  as^OOO  of  the  two  percent,  fund  of 
said  State  towards  the  compleuon  of  the  railroad  from  Jaclcson 
to  Brandon,  on  the  conditions  designated  by  said  State. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMa 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule,  yiz: 

Retotwed^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  bo  requested  to  com* 
municate  to  the  Senate  (Knot  incompatible  with  the  public  iu> 
terest)  whether  the  amount  due  and  payable  by  Mexico  for  in* 
demnity  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  late 
coarenikm,  has  been  paid  io>  conformity  with  the  terms  of  said 
convention;  if  not,  whether  aoy^  and  what,  measures  have  been 
adopted  by  our  Government  to  obtain  or  enforce  payment;  and 
also,  to  obtain  the  reoogoition  of  such  claims  as  were  submitted 
to,  but  not  finally  acted  upon,  by  the  late  Joint  commission. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  the  bill  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  foreizn  merchandise  exported 
in  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
in  Mexico. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  to  authorhM  the  issuing  of  a  new  register  to, 
and  to  change  the  name  of,  the  ship  Westchester 
of  New  York,  to  that  of  the  Atlantic  of  New 
York;  which  was  read,  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADQE,  the  papers 
of  Joseph  Robey  were  ordered  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  committee  on  behalf  of  claimants  to  indemnity 
for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  Bos- 
worth,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  Gkorge 
Tayler,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800:  refer- 
red to  ih6  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Mary 
W.  Harrison,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Harrison,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  resettlement  of  the  accounts  of  her 
late  husband  with  the  Government,  there  being 
many  errors  in  the  former  settlement:  referred  to 
tbt  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

DEATH  OF  Mr.  HABERSHAM. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  to  the  Senate  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Richard  W.  Habbrshim,  late  Rep- 
resentative from  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  pass- 
Age  of  certain  resolutions;  which  message  being 
read, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  and  addre.<sed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  la  offering  the  resolutions  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  sobmit  to  the  Senate  on  this  occa- 
sion, tiM  usage  of  this  Chamber  requires  that  I 
should  accompany  them  with  some  notice,  however 
brief,  of  the  character  of  the  deceased— with  sotne 
reference,  however  transient,  to  the  event  which 
calls  for  this  ^xpresMon  of  our  sympathy. 

Ic  would  be  to  me,  sir,  a  grateful,  though  a 
melancholy  <  ffice,  to  pronounce  the  eulogy  of  my 
departed  friend  and  associate — to  dwell  with  cher- 
ished recollection  on  his  public  virtoe^—- on  his 
private  worth — above  all,  on  that  benevolence  of 
feeling,  which  was  so  beaatifally  exhibited  in  all 
his  intercoarse  with  his  fellow-men.  It  would  be 
my  privilege  to  speak  of  him  thus,  sir;  for  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  a&^ociated  wiih 
him  from  his  earlier  years,  in  relations  of  kindness 
and  amity,  which  experienced  no  solitary  interrop  • 
tion  to  theclose  of  his  life;  while,  in  mutually  cherish- 
ing these  feelings,  we  only  lengthened  the  chain 
which  had  united  our  fathers  in  like  friendly 
tfonds*    The  occasion  is,  however,  perhaps,  in- 


appropriate to  the  expression  of  mere  private  feel- 
icg — and  I  forbear. 

Mr.  HABsasHAM  was  a  native  of  Georgia.  His 
family  name  is  associated  with  the  records  cf  her 
colonization,  and  is  hoborably  inscribed  on  the 
pxges  of  hl;r  provincial  annals.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinguished in  each  successive  period  of  her  history, 
and,  unsullied  by  a  spot,  will  now  be  ref^istered  on 
the  stone  which  covers  his  own  remains.  In 
Georgia,  sir,  that  name  is  the  synonyme  of  patri- 
otism, integrity,  and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Habbbsham  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah—I think  in  the  year  1786.  He  obtained  his 
collegiate  education  at  Nassau  Hall,  in  New  Jer- 
sey^  received  the  honors  of  that  institution  in  1805; 
and,  returning  to  his  native  State,  after  the  usual 
course  of  preparatory  study,  was  called  to  the  bar. 
He  was  early  distinguished  among  his  professional 
associates,  and  was  for  a  series  of  years  the  coun- 
sel of  the  United  fitted  in  the  courts  of  that  dis* 
trict.  He  retired  from  office,  with^the  applause  of 
the  people  of  Gfeorgia,  when  the  duties  which  it 
imposed  conflicted  with  his  own  sense  of  justice 
to  n  portion  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  served  with 
reputation  in  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, and  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native  State, 
and  has  been  twice  honored  by  a  seat  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Union.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary 
to  say  to  those  to  whom  1  address  myself,  that  his 
duties  here  have  been  discharged  with  zeal  and 
fidelity,  with  assiduity  and  intelligence,  and 
in  a  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit,  which,  even  amid 
the  conflicts  of  party,  secured  to  him  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  his  associates.  He  died  at  his  own 
residence  in  (Georgia,  on  the  3d  instant,  at  a  mo- 
meat  when,  but  for  the  disease  which  had  pros- 
trated him,  he  would  have  been  hastening  to  unite 
with  us  in  the  duties  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Habbbsham  has  now  closed  his  earthly 
labors.  Hereafter,  among  us,  he  lives  only  in  the 
memory  of  his  virtues.  These  will  l>e  long  held 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  to  whom  he  was 
most  intimately  known.  The  recollection  of  them 
will,  I  trust,  assuage  the  sorrows  of  the  widowed 
partner  of  his  life,  and  of  that  group  of  orphans 
who  are  clustering  around  her  in  this  hour  of 
aaituish. 

But  Mr.  Habbbsham  yet  lives.  The  record  of 
this  probationary  life,  as  to  him,  indeed,  is  closed 
forever.  But  he  has  gone,  in  the  immortality  of 
his  being,  to  render  his  account  to  his  Creator  and 
his  Judge.  It  remains  to  us  to  hope  that  he  may  find 
acceptance  in  that  solemn  hour  through  the  ato- 
ning blood  of  the  Redeemer;  and  to  inscribe  on  our 
own  hearts  the  monitory  lesson  which  this  event 
is  calculated  to  impart. 

Mr.  B.  closed  by  offering  the  usual  resolutions 
in  testimony  ef  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  and  authorizing  the  wear- 
ing of  crape;  which  were  read,  and  unanimously 
adopted;  and,  in  accordance  with  which,  the  Senate 
forthwith  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDAY,  December  19, 1843. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  presented  the 
petition  of  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  praying  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  experiment  of 
extracting  turpentine,  in  profitable  abundance,  from 
the  pine  forest  trees  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico: referred  to  the  Coonnittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  ef  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Patterson,  and  43  others,  ship  mas- 
ters and  merchants  of  Belfast,  Maine,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  beacons,  spiiKlle.'-',  and  buoys,  on  the 
Muscle  ridges  in  Penobscot  Bay,  as  will  render  its 
navigation  more  safcl 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  Drinkwater,  and 
36  others,  of  Lincolnville,  for  the  same. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jones,  and  40  oth- 
ers, of  Camden,  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Leach,  and  61 
others,  of  Prospect,  for  the  same. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  of  Georgia  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

The  present  Congress,  it  is  believed,  has  of- 
tener  performed  the  painful  duty  of  announcing 
the  death  of  its  members,  than  any  which  has 
preceded  it  under  the  Govemment.    In  the  first 


week  of  our  session,  we  were  called  upon  to  pay 
the  las|  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  ose 
who  died  on  his  way  to  the  scat  of  Gtovernment,  to 
resume  his  tinties  as  a  member  of  this  body;  and 
to-day,  the  daty  has  devolved  upon  me  to  comma- 
nieate  to  the  House  the  mournful  intelligence  which 
has  reached  us,  of  the  death  of  another  member  of 
this  branch  of  the  National  Legisiature.  For  some 
time  we  entertained  hopes  that  the  rumor  of  his 
death  was  unfounded;  or,  at  most,  premature.  Bat 
it  is  at  length  reduced  to  painful  certainty  that 
RiCHABD  W.  Habersham  is  no  more.  He  has 
finished  his  course  on  earth;  his  seat  in  tfair 
hall  is  vacant;  and  he  now  sleeps  in  the  stleat 
tomb.  His  constitution  being  naturally  feeble, 
and  his  health  somewhat  impaired  when  he 
first  took  hi«  seat  as  a  member  of  this  body- 
added  to  the  severity  of  the  climate,  and  his  labo- 
rious and  clo»e  attention  to  bis  duties,  which 
was  more  than  he  was  able  to  endure—- brought  on 
a  disease,  which  has  only  terminated  in  his  dea^ 
which  painful  event,  as  we  are  informed,  took 
place  at  his  residence  in  Habersham  connty, 
Georgia,  oa  the  second  day  of  this  month,  sofw 
ronnded  by  his  family  and  friends.  Mr.  HabbB' 
SHAM  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most  henora- 
ble  and  distinguished  families  in  Georgia.  He 
was  endowed  with  more  t|ian  ordinary  powers  of 
mind,  which  was  enlarged  and  cultivated  by  a  lib* 
eral  education.  Being  thus  qualified,  he  early  en- 
gaged in  public  life,  and,  by  a  long  conrae  of  up- 
right conduct  and  unbending  integrity,  he  acqaired 
a  degree  of  confidence  which  few  attain,  and  (wlutt 
is  still  more  rare)  which  he  never  abused.  He  has 
occupied  stations  of  honor  and  trnst,  l>oth  under 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  the  duties  id 
which  he  discharged  to  the  full  requisitions  of  the 
law,  and  entire  satisfaction  of  those  with  whom  he 
had  official  transaction. 

In  1833  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  CongrMip 
and  continued  in  that  character  until  his  death* 
To  you,  sir,  and  his  associates  here,  I  need  say 
nothing.  You  have  witnessed  his  coarse;  you  ap- 
preciate his  worth  as  a  man,  and  his  usefulness  as 
a  member  of  this  body.  And  notwithstanding  the 
political  asperity  of  the  times  during  whidi  he  has 
been  a  member — and  althoogh  he  has  been  firm 
and  unwavering  in  his  political  course — ^yet  I  be- 
lieve he  never  indulged  in  a  sentiment,  or  suffered 
an  expresision  to  Cv^ape  bis  lips,  at  which  even  the 
most  sensitive  political  opponent  conhl  justly  take 
exception.  His  errors  and  infirmities,  if  any  he 
had— and  none  are  faultless — **were  of  the  head,  and 
not  of  the  heart."  He  was  amiable,  generous,  and 
forgiving  in  his  disposition;  his  home  was  the 
centre  of  kindness  and  hospitality;  and  his  hand 
ever  open  to  the  calls  of  charity.  It  may  be  said 
of  him,  and  can  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that 
he  has  gone,  and  left  not  an  enemy  behind  him. 
In  his  lamented  death,  Gkorgia  has  k>st  one  of  her 
most  useful,  virtuous,  and  talented  citizens— one  of 
her  most  distinguidied,  patriotic,  and  cherished 
sons;  and  his  family  have  sustained  a  loee  which 
cannot  be  repaired  by  time.  "May  that  Being  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  cooifort  aad 
sustain  them  in  this,  their  deep  affliction;  and  may 
this  memento  of  our  mortality  make  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  our  hearts,  and  cause  la 
well  to  consider  the  admonition  addressed  to  us  in 
the  word  of  truth,  which  is  enforced  by  this  solemn 
dispensation — **Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  at 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  son  of  man  cometh.** 

Mr.  G.  then  offered  the  usual  resolution,  vis: 
that  the  members,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  go  into  aoomiaf ,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  day^ 
which  was  adopted;  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  hU  memory. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

TuBSDAT,  December  SO,  1843. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  pe^n  from  Maiy 
W.  Thompaen,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Tbompf 
son,  praying  compensation  for  certain  mBiiaiy  §«• 
vices  of  her  late  hnaband,  which  remain  nnpaiii 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflSyra. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presente4  a  petiiioa  fiPN| 
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John  Brooaogh'^nd  Archibald  Fleming,  prajing 
indcBaity  for  losses  sostainad  in  carrying  tbe 
Uaited  States  mail,  in  consequence  o(  the  destroc- 
tioB  of  a  part  of  fbe  Potomac  bridi^e  by  a  freshei: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Raadg^ 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  Wm. 
A.  Wea7er,  praying  compensation  for  work  done 
ia  preparinK  at  the  Stale  Department  the  sixth  cen- 
cBsoflhe  United  Statei:  refened  to  the  Ck>mmitiee 
oi  tbe  Jadiciary. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Board  of  Internal  improTement  of  the  State  of 
Miehigtii,  praying  an  extension  of  the  time  allow- 
ed by  law  for  laying  down  railroad  iron  imported 
fiee  of  duty:  referred  tc  the  Gommiitee  on  Fi« 
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On  motion  of  Bf  r.  LINN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  John  B  Bf  cKown  were  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken from  tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citixens 
of  Platte  county,  Missoari,  praying  that  a  perma- 
nent agent  might  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Wes- 
tern, or  some  other  convenient  point  in  Missoari, 
fbr  tbe  purpose  of  parchasing,  ander  the  direction 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  such  quantity  of 
vater-rotted  hemp  as  might  be  required  for  the  use 
of  the  Government:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Attleborough,  Bdassacbusetts,  praying  that  the 
fiae  of  |1,000  may  be  refunded  to  General  Jack- 
md:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  tbe  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law:  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
eiiry. 

Mr.  McR.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Dawson,  pension  mgent,  Springfield,  I DinoiF,  ask- 
ing compensation  for  his  services  as  agent:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Ur.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Appalaehicola,  Flori- 
da, praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
tbe  construction  of  two  new  light-houfes  on  that 
coast,  for  the  acconunodatiou  of  commerce;  and 
abo  for  the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  tbe  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser,  for  the 
eoafinnation  of  a  grant  of  land  in  Mobile,  were 
ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files  of  tbe  Senate,  and 
rtfeiredta  dw  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Alio,  OB  his  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  tbe  petition  and  papers  of  Wil- 
liam Dubnys. 

Mr.  ALLBN  presented  a  petition  from  Asahel 
Brainerd^  of  Cayuga  county,  Ohio,  for  an  exten* 
aioQ  of  pension:  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sinnt. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  some  time  sfnce  pre* 
seated  to  the  Senate  a  petition,  which  was  now  be- 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  from  Nimrod  Far- 
row, and  Ridwrd  Hani«,  praying  compensation  for 
constructing  a  fort  in  Mobile  bay.  He  now  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Israel  Ketchum,  a  sub-con- 
tractor uBd<»r  those  persons,  praying  that  Congress 
ia  making  an  appropriation  for  t^  purpose,  may 
not  disregard  the  interests  of  the  aub^contractorss 
referred  to  the  Cnmmittee  on  Claims. 

Ur-  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
President  and  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Me- 
trop^,  praying  that  their  chai'ter  may  be  modified 
in  such  maimer  as  they  suggest,  and  which  expe- 
rience has  pointed  out  to  be  necessary:  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  B,  also  presented  a  petition  from  Edward 
Earle,  who  is  desirous  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  purchase  the  right  for  using 
his  patent  for  preserving  wood,  which  he  alleges 
is  much  hetter  than  the  present  mode  of  doing  it, 
with  corrosive  sublimate:  referred  to  the  Committee 
<«  Naval  Atfafrs. 

da' motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  it 
WIS  ordeM  (bat  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Varthaln  Kincabury,  for  a  pension,  be  taken 
fmi  flia  ftl«s  of  the  Sienate,  and  referred  to  the 
CMboitM  oil  Pdbdotid. 


Mr.  S.  at&o  presented  a  petition  from  Hetty 
Fos^eit,  tbe  widow  of  John  D.  Alveys,  for  a  pen- 
sion:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  ft  was  ordered  ihat 
iho  petition  of  Benjamin  Murphy  be  taken  from 
the  flies,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

BILLS  AND  REPORTS. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Pry  or,  deceased; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  surrender  to 
the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  the  alternate 
sections  of  certain  public  lands,  (reported  as  not 
worth  the  expenses  of  survey,)  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  value  of  the  public  domain  con- 
tiguous; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
diciary, to  which  bad  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Henry  Cluackenboss  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  and  compromise  witb  any  of  the 
sureties  on  the  bonds  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Baibara  Spear,  the  widow  of  John  Spear, 
late  aninvalid  pensioner;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions. 

AUo,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  currency  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  making 
compensation  to  penbion  agents;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Peixsions. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  continue  the 
office  of  Commi^oner  of  Pension^;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana,  and  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands 
heretofore  appropriated  for  school  purposes  in 
those  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  tbe  accouais  of  Joseph  Nourse;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  Second  reading. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  di»posing  of 
the  l«ad-mioeral  lands  in  the  StateF  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
>  Iowa,  and. for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  tbe  following  bills;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  viz. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.  R.  Viennc;  and 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Ephraim  B  Dizon. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and  others,  directors  of  an 
association  called  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Comnai)y;  ^hich  was  read  twi^e,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  for  a  privateer  pension; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  in  favor  of  printing  the  annual  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  five  hun- 
dred copies  additional  of  said  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

CLAIMANTS. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  move  that  the  memorial  and  papers  of  Sam- 
uel Brown,  late  naval  officer  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  praying  compensation  for  extra  services,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred. 

Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  a  verbal  report  had  been 
made  against  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  and  con- 
curred in  by  tbe  Senate  previotis  to  the  passage  of 


the  rule  of  the  last  session,  which  provided  that 
^  whenever  a  claim  shall  have  been  reported  against, 
'  in  writing,  by  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  the  report  concurred  in  by  tbe  Senate,  it  should 
not  be  in  order  to  present  tbat  claim  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  except  upon  a  new  petition 
from  the  claimant  pointing  out  an  error  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  committee,  or  presenting  new  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim.  Mr.  H.  did  not  know 
what  course  to  take  with  reference  to  this  claim, 
and  wi.^hed  to  have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  whether 
its  presentation  was  admissible  under  the  rule; 
tbe  report  against  it  being  but  a  verbal  one,  and  that 
having  been  made  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
rule. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  hereto- 
fore the  rule  had  been  eonstmed  as  restrospeetiva 
in  its  operation;  but  in  this  case  a  furtlieff 
question  wasfpresrated — whether  the  rule,  wfaioh 
required  a  written  report  to  be  made,  should  ba 
eonstraed  to  exclude  eases  upon  which  verbMl  re- 
ports only  were  made. 

A  dtscussion  here  arose,  as  to  the  proper  con-* 
struction  of  the  rule,  in  which  Messrs.  HUNT- 
INGTON, LINN,  KING,  CLAYT(^,  and 
PHELPS  participated,  maintaining  that  the  rule 
was  intended  to  be  retrospective  in  its  cperftion,  to 
prevent  the  re-presentation  of  those  old  cases  so  fre- 
quently reported  against;  but  were  willing  to  mate 
an  exception  to  this  case,  upon  which  a  verbal  re- 
port only  was  made,  when  a  written  report  was  re^ 
qoired  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  difficulty  could  be 
avoided  by  -  admittinc  this  petition  by  unanimooi 
canaent,  on  the  ground  of  non  compliance  with  the 
rule,  which  required  a  written  report;  and  then  to 
amend  the  rule,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Pnci^ps,]  to  make  all  cases  admissi- 
ble, upon  which  no  written  report  had  been  made* 

This  suggestion  was  yielded  to,  and  the  petiiiom 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re* 
ferred. 

Mr.  PHELPS  submitted  the  following: 

Ttiat  Uie  rule  of  thoiSenate  adopted  on  ttM26thof  Janui^, 
1842,t>e«niendad  byttie  foUowiog:  Provided^  Tbat  this  ruM 
shaJi  not  extend  to  any  cases  wtiereon  adverse  reports,  not  in 
writing,  may  have  been  made  previous  to  the  said  26ihday  of 
January,  1642. 

This  amendment  lies  over  one  day,  under  the 
rules. 

The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  Comead  was 

taken  up  and  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  commnnicaie  to  tbe  Senate  whrther  any,  and  wbai,  amount 
of  money  ba«  been  refunded  to  clainumta  in  virtue  of  tbe  act 
entitled  ^An  act  in  relation  to  lands  held  in  the  Oreensbuig 
(late  St.  Helena)  district,in  the  State  of  Louiaiana^and  aiithoriE- 
ing  the  resurvey  of  ceriaiu  lards  in  said  district,"  approved 
August  29, 1812;  whether,  in  any  cases,  the  claimtnts  naye  re- 
ceived reimbur8«;meot  of  the  price  i^aid  by  them  for  lands  ta 
complying,  or  offering  to  comply,  with  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  such  reimbursement  hu  been  reAised,  and  the  reasons 
for  such  refusal;  aud  whether  any,  and  what,  proceediugs  have 
taken  place  under  said  act. 

THE  AFRICAN  SGIUADRON. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bmh 
TOM  some  days  ago,  was  taken  up  for  oonsidatp 
tioa: 

Revived,  Tbat  the  President  be  requested  to  mtcmn  the  Sen*' 
ate  whether  the  quintuple  treaty,  for  the  suppreaslon  of  the 
slave-trade, has  t>een  communicated  to  the  Government  o(  tb« 
United  States  in  anv  form  whatever;  and,  if  eo,  by  whom;  for 
what  purpose;  and  what  answer  may  have  lieen  returned  ta 
such  communication.  Also,  to  communicate  to  tbe  Senate  aU 
the  information  wliich  may  have  been  received  by  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  going  to  show  that  the  "course  te^ch 
thit  Oovemmeni  might  take  tn  relation  to  $aid  treaty  fuu 
exdtednotmmU  degree  of  attention  and  diocuooion  in  JS!u- 
rope."  Also,  td  inform  tbe  Senate  how  far  the  "warm  animad- 
versions,*'  and  **the  great  political  excitement"  which  tUs  trea- 
ty has  caused  in  Burope,  nave  any  application  or  reference  to 
these  United  States.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  dan«^ 
there  was  that  *^the  law»  and  the  obligationo*'  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  suppreesionloT  the  slave-trade  would 
be  **executed  by  others"  if  we  did  not  *^remove  their  pretest 
and  motive  for  violating  our  Jiag  and  executing  our  Um^** 
by  entering  into  the  stipulations  for  the  African  sauadron,  and 
the  remonstiathig  sentences  which  are  contained  in  the  Sthand 
9th  artkJesofttie  late  British  treaty,  imd.also,  to  commoni- 
cale  to  tbe  Senate  all  the  Correspondence  which  may  have  been 
received  from  our  minlstisrs  abroad,  having  relation  to  the  fore- 
going points  of  inquiry. 

Hr.  ARCHER  inquired  if  the  Senator  ftom  Mis* 
souri  intended  to  make  any  remarks  on  tbe  suIh 
jcct? 

Mr.  BENTON  intimated  that  he  did  not  con« 
ceive  any  necessary,  unlesscalled  for  in  reply. 

Ifr.  AROBER  said  he  believed  he  coafd  |pvf 
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the  Senator  Jrom  Missouri  all  the  inforinaiion  that 
he  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  by  the  adoptioQ  of 
this  resolution.  The  Senator  would  perceive,  by 
reference  to  the  message  of  i  he  Presideitt,  of  An- 
cQst  last,  communicaiiDg  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  that  an  answer  to 
the  first  branch  of  his  interrogatories  was  there 
given.  The  President  had  there  declared  that  the 
quintuple  treaty  had  not  been  communicated  to 
this  Government  by  anjr  of  the  parties  to  that 
treaty.  It  was  ver^  true,  that  the  Government  of 
the  united  States  had  got  information  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  treaty,  as  seemed  to  be  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  various  Governments  of  Europe;  but 
it  bad  not  yet  been  officially  communicated. 

As  to  the  other  matters  inquired  for  by  the  reso- 
lation,  the  same  answer  would,  he  thought,  equally 
apply  to  ihem'.  The  Geternment  had  no  other 
means  of  obtaining  information,  than  that  pos- 
sessed by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  himself. 
It  was  within  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator himself,  that — in  consequence,  perhaps,  of  the 
importance  of  the  treaty  itself,  or,  perhaps,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  attention  which  had  been  attracted 
to  it  by  General  Cass — ^it  bad  become  a  subject  6f 
discussion  and  of  animadversion  throughout  En- 
rope,  as  well  as  the  United  States. 

The  next  branch  of  inquiry  contained  in  the  res- 
olution, as  he  (Mr.  Archbr)  understood  i%  was  in 
relation  to  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  as  to  the 
eonrse  which  this  59K)vemment  ought  to  pursue  in 
reference  to  the  slave-trade.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would 
at  least  presume  that  the  hoaorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  indifferent,  as  he  himself  was,  as  to 
the  opinions  entertained  by  the  President  upon  this 
subject;  and  be  would  therefore  submit  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  whether  there  conld  be  any  propriety 
or  necessity  for  asking  these  opinions.  He  would 
ask,  then,  inasmuch  as  there  had  been  no  official 
oommnnication  on  (he  subject  between  this  and 
any  foreign  Government,  wherefore  should  a  call 
be  made  for  information  which  could  not  be  ren- 
dered? The  President  had  merely  expressed  an 
opinion  that  it  was  best  to  execute  oar  own  laws, 
and  not  submit  to  the  indignity  of  having  them  ex- 
ecuted for  us  by  other  nations. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  was  sure,  would 
concur  with  him,  that  as  there  were  no  facts  in  the 
posse5sion  of  the  Executive,  which  were  not  equal- 
ly in  the  possession  of  the  Senator  himself,  there 
could  be  no  necessity  for  the  resolution  of  inquiry. 
He  hopedt  therefore,  the  honorable  Senator  would 
be  willing  that  the  motion  which  he  was  now  about 
to  make,  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  &honld 
prevail. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  the  gemleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Archbb,]  and  said  hU  resolution  of 
inquiry  was  fbnnded  upon  the  President's  mtsSsage 
of  AQgust  last,  recommending  the  ratification  of 
the  British  treaty;  and  all  the  points  of  inquiry 
made  by  him  were  found  in  that  message.  He 
would  have  made  the  call  at  the  last  session,  when 
the  treaty  was  ratified;  but  there  was  no  time  for 
it.  The  treaty  came  at  the  end  of  a  nine  months' 
session,  in  the  midst  of  the  dog-days,  and  when 
there  was  no  time  for  inquiries.  But  the  appro- 
priations for  the  treaty  were  still  to  be  made;  and 
the  information  he  wanted,  would  be  used  when 
the  supplies  for  the  African  squadron  were  de- 
manded. The  message  says  the  quintuple  alliance 
was  not  (ffidalUf  communicated  to  the  Government. 
This  implies  that  it  was  unefficially  communi- 
cated; and  if  so,  the  country  ought  to  know  by 
whoRh  and  for  what  purpose.  The  message 
speaks  of  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that  treaty,  as 
being  the  subject  of  attention  and  discussion  in 
Europe;  and  teH^  U8  of  warm  animadversions,  and 
great  political  excitement,  in  relation  to  it.  Of 
course,  it  is  the  parties  to  this  quintuple  treaty — the 
holy  allies — who  are  giving  us  this  attention,  and 
makiag  us  the  subject  of  this  discussion;  who  be- 
stow this  animadversion,  and  experience  this  great 
excitement;— ^nd  it  is  ceriainlv  right  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  should  know  what  all  this 
portends;  and  how  far  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  are  taken  into  the  keeping  of  the  holy 
allies.  The  message  also  presents,  as  an  ar- 
mament for   the  African  squadron,  that  others 


would  execute  our  laws  if  we  did  not;  and 
execute  them  in  a  way  to  violate  our  flag. 
This  is  presented  as  an  argument ,  to  operate  on 
the  mind  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  rati- 
fication, when  it  might  be  an  argument  against 
carrying  it  into  effect;  for  this  country  was  not  to 
be  dragooned  into  an  alliance.  The  whole  case, 
as  made  out  in  the  President's  message  of  August 
last,  went  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  had  taken 
our  conduct  into  their  consideration;  and  that  Great 
Britain  was  going  to  execute  our  laws  for  us,  if 
we  did  not  execute  them  ourselves;  and  that  this 
squadron  and  these  remonstrating  ambassadors 
were  the  price  which  we  paid  to  appease  the  holy 
allies,  and  to  escape  seaich  from  Great  Britain. 
This  was  the  aspect  of  the  message;  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  there  were  facts  to  justify  it.  If 
there  were,  he  thought  it  a  case  for  resistance,  not 
for  submission. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  say  a  single  word,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  to  the  Senator  from  Mis* 
souri,  and  to  the  Senate.  He  presumed  no  one 
would  contend  that  it  comported  with  the  dignity  of 
that  body  to  make  a  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
information,  when  they  were  sufficiently  advised 
that  no  information  could  be  obtained.  And,  to  be 
convinced  that  none  could  be  obtained,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  message  of  the  President. 
What,  tnen,  was  the  object  of  this  resolution? 
Was  it  a  resolution  of  criminaiioni  The  Senator 
was  informed  that  there  had  been  no  communica- 
tion made  to  this  Gk)vemment  by  the  parties  to  the 
quintuple  treaty:  how,  then,  could  he  expect  to  ob- 
tain the  information  he  asked? 

[Mr.  A.  here  read  a  portion  of  the  message.] 
He  would  put  it  to  tne  honorable  Senator  him- 
self, whether  it  was  not  just  as  much  within  his 
own  knowledge,  as  within  that  of  the  Government, 
that  there  had  been  warm  animadversions  and 
strong  political  excitement  throughout  Europe  in 
relation  to  that  treaty.  It  had  ^en  in  France — 
oe  of  the  greatest  nations  in  the  world — a  subject 
of  such  violent  political  excitement,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  actually,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
determined  to  renounce  all  participation  ih  it. 
Could  there  be  any  higher  evidence  than  this  that 
the  comments  of  the  President  were  founded  upon 
the  facts  connected  with  this  subject?  Was  there 
anything  more  notorious  than  the  high  state  of  po- 
litical excitement  which  this  very  subject  had  pro- 
duced in  Europe?  The  President  bad  stated  this 
fact,  and  given  his  own  opinion  upon  it.  And  he 
(Mr.  A.)  confessed  he  thought  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  would  have  concurred  with  him 
in  the  opinion,  that  if  they  were  to  have  laws  or 
provisions  farmed  in  reference  to  their  oblieations 
towards  other  nations,  they  should  at  least  take  up- 
on«  themselves  the  execution  of  those  laws.  Did 
the  honorable  Senator  desire  to  be  understood  a i 
urging  it  as  a  ground  of  demerit  in  the  President, 
that  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should  be  the 
sole  executors  of  our  own  laws — that  we  should 
ourselves  give  them  force  and  efficacy?  Did  the 
mere  expression  of  this  abstract  opinion  involve 
the  inference  which  the  honorable  Senator  intend- 
ed to  draw,  that  there  had  been — what?  That 
there  had  been  efforts  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
to  obtain  assistance  froin  other  powers  in  the  exe- 
cution of  our  own  laws?  There  was  not  the  least 
ground  for  such  a  presumption.  ' 

How  could  the  Government,  by  any  possibility, 
furnish  the  evidence  demanded  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  when  they  were  tokl  by  the  Executive 
that  he  had  had  no  negotiations  upon  the  subject 
with  any  power  whatefer?  There  being,  then,  no 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Government 
going  to  answer  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution, he  would  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  it  was  fi*.  that  they  should  send  a  crimina- 
tory or  a  vindictive  resolution  to  the  President.  .He 
would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator,  if  it  was 
really  information  that  he  sought.  The  honorable 
Senator  knew  foil  well  theiie  was  no  information 
that  he  conld  receive.  His  object,  then,  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
most  suppose  was  meraly  to  utter  a  denundation 
against  the  Executive.  This  being  his  view  of  the 
ease,  he  felt  boand  to  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 


Mr.  KING  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  its  consideration,  and,  in  the  mean  time» 
order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  said  he  intended  no  diseourtesy 
towards  any  honorable  Senator;  and  if  any  one 
desired  to  discuss  the  resolution  further,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  wanted  the  in* 
formation,  not  for  crimination,  but  for  use  on  the 
discussion  of  the  appropriation.  Eveiy thing  la 
relation  to  the  origin  and  cause  of  this  Africaa 
fquadron  would  then  be  wanting;  for  he,  for  oncy 
meant  to  resist  the  appropriations  for  this  Afrieaa 
crusade.  He  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Aacmsa]  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he 
wanted  the  opinions  of  tlie  Administration.  Not 
so.  He  had  their  opinions  in  the  August  message; 
and  he  wished  to  see  whether  they  had  aay  facts 
for  the  opinions  they  then  delivered.  He  wished 
to  see  if  the  holy  allies  were  animadverting  upon 
us,  and  whether  Great  Britain  intended  to  seareh 
our  ships  if  we  did  not  join  her  in  the  African  alli- 
ance. This  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Admin* 
istration;  and  Mr.  B.  wished  to  see  if  they  had  any 
foundation  for  it.  With  this  view,  he  called  for 
all  the  information  they  possessed,  and  especially 
for  the  correspondence  of  our  ministers  abroad. 
He  felt  certain  that  those  ministers  must  have  writ- 
ten on  the  subject.  It  could  not  be  supposed  that 
the  President  had  founded  his  communicatioa  to 
theBenate  on  coffee- home  discussions,  or  on  news- 
paper discussions,  or  even  on  the  debates  of  the 
French  Chambers:  there  was  nothing  in  all  that  to 
alarm  us,  or  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  were  oo* 
copying  themselves  with  our  affairs.  The  Presi- 
dent must  have  had  official  correspondence  oa  the 
subject,  even  if  be  had  no  official  communication 
of  the  treaty:  and  he  wished  to  see  that  corres- 
pondence. He  had  a  right  to  see  it,  and  should  in- 
sist open  his  right. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  paragraphs  from  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  August  last;  and  argued  that 
every  inquiry  was  bottomed  upon  the  message,  and 
proper  for  the  information  of  Congress  and  the 
country.    The  paragraphs  were  as  follows: 

"It  is  known  that,  in  December  laat,  a  trettr  wiasunied  in 
London,  by  the  repreeentativcs  of  England,  Fiance,  RtMna, 
Prussia,  and  Auttna,  having  for  its  professed  object  a  acrttof 
and  united  efTori  of  the  fire  powers  to  put  an  end  to  the  inffic. 
This  treaty  was  not  pfficicMy  communicated  to  ttteGoranMiieoC 
of  the  United  States;  but  its  provisions  and  stipnlatioos  ar«ttip« 
poeed  to  be  accurately  Icnown  to  the  public  It  is  undefitaad 
to  be  not  jret  ratified  on  the  pan  of  France. 

**No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this  Oorern- 
ment  to  become  party  to  this  treaty;  hut  the  coune  it  wu^kt 
take  in  regard  to  tf,  haa  excited  no  gmall  degree  of  attention 
and  diecuanonin  Europe,  os  the  prineipie  upon ttkick  it  im 
founded^  and  the  atipulationa  tt/ueh  it  contatna,  have  eamted 
warm  animadvernona  and  great  poHtictU  exeUemtnt. 

*in  my  messafe  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  meaakm 
of  Congress,  I  endeavored  to  state  the  principles  which  Uus 
Government  supports  respecting  the  rieht  of  search  and  the 
immunity  of  fiags.  Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles 
folly,  at  (he  same  time  that  existing  obli^auons  should  Im  fol* 
filled,  I  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dig* 
nity  of  the  country  that  it  should  execute  ita  own  tatiw,  and 
perform  ita  own  obligationa.  b^  ita  own  meana  anditaown 
power.  The  examination  or  visitjuion  of  the  mercliaot  veaaeto 
of  one  nation,  by  liie  cruisers  of  anothai^  for  any  purpoae|  ex* 
cepi  thoee  Iroown  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  ot  Dauoos, 
under  whatever  restraint*  or  refrulations  it  roav  take  friaoe,  may 
lead  to  dangerous  results.  It  iafar  better^  by  other  me 
to  auperaeae  any  auppoaed  niceaaity^  or  any  motive,  for  < 
examiftation  or  vtatt.  Interference  with  a  merchant  ^ 
by  an  armed  cruiser,  is  always  a  delicate  proceeAac,  ape  » 
touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as  welt  as  to  affect  the  iniar- 
ests  of  individuals.  //  haa  been  thought,  therefore,  exptditnt, 
not  only  in  accordance  with  the  atipulationa  of  the  treaty  of 
Ohent,  But,  at  tha  aame  time,  aa  romoving  cMprHext  on  tht 
part  of  othera  for  violating  the  immunitiea  of  the  Atit^riean 
Jtag  upon  tha^aa,  aa  they  exiat  and  are  defined  by  the  law  of 
nationa,  to  enter  into  the  artidea  now  aubmttted  to  the  Sematt, 

Mr.  B.  said  these  paragraphs  presented  grave 
matter  fur  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  and 
the  country.  They  were  gravely  presented  to  the 
Senate,  to  influence  its  action  on  the  treaty;  and, 
from  the  case  which  they  present,  it  is  perfeoUy 
dear  that  this  squadron  is  onr  tribute  in  mea  and 
ships  to  appease  the  holy  allies,  and  to  prevent 
Qreat  Britain  from  searching  na.  It  is  clear,  from 
these  paragraphs,  that  this  five  years'  alliance  is  the 
price  which  we  pay  for  the»B  favors.  Now,il 
might  or  it  might  not  be  so.  In  either  eveot,  we 
have  a  right  to  know;  and  in  either  event,  the  ad- 
ministration is  on  tbehomof  adilenuna.  If  the 
holy  allies  and  Qreat  Britain  are  going  to  take  as 
in  hand  if  we  do  not  give  them  this  sqaad* 
ron,  then  it  was  eowardioe  and  nalioiial  dcfc%- 
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dAiJom  to  give  it.  If,  on  the  other  band,  the  holy 
albes  haTe  no  designs  upon  as,  and  Great  Britain 
has  BO  design  to  searefa  nsj  if  we  do  not  search 
ODisclTes*  then  the  Senate  has  been  uifled  with, 
and  oonsideralions  brought  to  bear  opon  them 
which  have  do  fonndaticn  in  fact.  In  either  case, 
we  have  a  right  to  know  the  facts.  Has  Qreat 
Britain  threatened  nsl  Have  the  holy  aUle»  taken 
o^  eoadaei  in  hand?  These  are  the  qaestions 
which  arise  on  the  President^  message;  and  let  as 
have  them  answered.  Let  us  have  the  correspond- 
eaee  of  our  ministers,  if  there  is  any.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  undertake  to  say  for  the  ad- 
miaisiraiioD,  that  they  have  no  sach  correspond 
^noe?  [Mr.  AacBsa  was  nnderstood  to  aa&wer 
negatively.]  Then  let  the  administratioa  answer  1 
As  the  case  now  stands,  we  have  given  this 
sijaadron  under  a  threat — under  the  threat  of 
leeiiig  Great  Britain  execute  onr  an ti* slave-trade 
laws  for  as,  if  we  do  not  execate  them  ourselves; 
npoa  the  same  principle  that  she  executes  our  neu* 
timlity  laws  for  ns  on  the  Canadian  frontier.  The 
excuse — no,  not  the  excuse !  for  she  does  not  de- 
scend to  exease,bat  boldly  justifies!— the  jastiQcat ion 
for  the  attack  on 'the  Caroline  was,  that  the  Uni« 
ted  Stttes  did  not,  or  could  not,  execute  its  own 
laws  on  that  frontier,  and,  therefore,  Qreat  Britain 
was  under  the  necessity  of  executing  them  for  us. 
This  is  the  language  with  respect  to  the  Canada 
firpatier;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  message,  we 
have  the  same  language  in  relation  to  the  coast  of 
Africa.  By  land  and  by  water— at  home  and 
abroad — Great  Britain  undertakes  to  execute  our 
hiws  for  ns,  and  to  punish  our  citizens  for  as !  and, 
from  the  termination  of  the  Schlosser  affair, 
add  this  African  tribute  in  men  and  ships,  it  seems 
that  the  present  Administration  admits  her  preten- 
sion in  both  cases.  But,  let  us  see.  Let  us  have 
the  facta — ^the  correspondence;  and  let  the  country 
judge  whether  we  have  really  been  menaced,  or 
whether  oni  Administration  have  taken  fright  at 
nothing. 

Mr.  ARCHER  assenting  to  th«  suggestion  of 
poatponing  the  resolution  to  Thursday,  on  motion 
to  that  effect,  the  resolution  was  postponed  to 
Iharsdav  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  there  was  a 
lull,  which  the  House  bad  passed,  now  on  the  ta- 
ble availing  the  action  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  taking  it  up  with  a 
view  to  reference. 

No  objection  beiog  made,  the  bill  in  relation  to 
the  lands  granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in 
the  Stale  of  Kentucky  (amendatory  of  the  law) 
was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
CoBuniittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mx*  WRIGST  offered  the  following  resolution; 
vhkfclies  on  the  table  one  day: 

iZtMlved;  Ttiatthe  Committe^on  RetreocbmcnllMinatruGied 
to  Aqvdte  aod  lepori  to  the  Sedate  the  nninl>er  ofclerks  of  com- 
mMwu^Wbo  have  been  appointed  aad  paid  oat  of  the  coqUd* 
Mosiiaiofthc  SonatA,  during  the  la«i  and  present  Ckingrav; 
ne  poovqC  so  paid  lo  sucii  clerks,  and  the  rate  of  componea- 
tia^  and  wiMiher  any,  and  what,  other  mode.can,  in  the  opinion 
oflaeneoiiiiidcteevlM  adopted,  by  which  a  more  general,  and 
fflMl,  and  «llecuuLl  aid  to  all  Che  conmutieea  of  the  Sonata  may 
be  ncarad  io  a  more  reasonable  form,  and  on  more  economical 
terma.  > 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  to  amend  the 
19th  joint  rule  was  then  taken  up;  and,  on 
motkna  of  Mr  BARROW  to  that  effect,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Bfr.  filTNTINGTON  said  there  was  an  en- 
grossed biti  on  the  table,  which  might  be  taken  up 
and  diFpoaed  of  in  a  tew  moments;  as  he  did  not 
suppose  there  would  be  any  discission  or  opposi- 
tion in  relation  to  it.  It  was  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
eogroesed  yesterday,  changing  the  name  of  a  ves- 
sel from**  Westchester"  to  "Atlantic." 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed* 

A  eommunication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
lee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  SE^ER  moved  an  adjoumment. 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  it  was  desirable  lU 
Senate  should  go  Into  executive  session  for  a  few 
moments. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negalived«^ayes  12, 
noes  )5. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, went  into  executive  ^fssion;  and  after  a 
short  time  spent  thereiUi 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TussDiT,  December  SO,  1842. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Hill- 
yard  Shaw,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Colman  for  bounty 
land  or  other  remuneration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Moses  Turner  for  arrears 
of  pension;  which  were  severally  referred  to  their 
appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  petition  ef  J.  Chlld^ 
ers  of  Lawrence  county,  Illinois,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  pension;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  petition  of  nu- 
merous citizetis  of  Hampshire  county,  Virginia, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  LO  WELL  presented  the  petitions  of  John 
N.  Swasey,  and  28  other  shipmasters  and  mer- 
chants of  Bucksport,  Maine;  of  Andrew  Peters,  and 
34  other  shipmasters  aod  merchants  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine;  and  of  James  S.  Pike,  and  29  other  ship- 
masters and  merchants  of  Calais,  Maine:  all 
praying  for  an  appropriation  -for  the  erection  of 
beacons,  spindles,  and  buoys  on  the  Muscle  ridges 
upon  the  coast  of  Maine;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

MUTINY  AND  EXECUTIONS  ON  BOARD 
THE  BRIG  SOMERa 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  Unilod  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  tliis  House  whatever  official  infer* 
matlon  may  have  been  received  at  the  Nary  Department  rela< 
tiveto  the  allegad  design  of  mutiny  on  board  the  II oiled  licatea 
brigSomers,  under  the  command  of  Alexander  Slidell  McKen* 
xie;  and  what  number  of  persons  have  been  executed  for  said 
offiince;  their  names  and  rank;  and  the  proceedings  which 
were  liad  on  board  of  said  veaael  in  reference  thereto. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sisappi,  that,  as  a  court  of  iaquity  was  to  be  called, 
from  which  official  information  would  be  received 
in  a  very  few  weeks,  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
his  resolution  until  the  court  had  been  held. 

Mr.  GWIN  intimated  his  intentioa  to  press  his 
resolution,  that  the  necessary  information  might  be 
got  from  the  President. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  could  not  obtain 
any  information  in  that  way. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  and  other  gentlemen 

S^ade  remarks  which  did  not  reach  the  repc^ter^s 
esk. 
Mr.  GWIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  reception  of  his  resolution,  to  which  objec- 
tion had  been  made. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose 
of  procseding  with  the  consideration  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  the  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  was  not  the  special  order  for 
this  day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative;  the  bill 
having  been  merely  postponed  to  this  day.      < 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
goiQg  into  committee. 

Mr.  H.  obseived  that  he  supposed,  if  the  Houie 
refused  to  go  into  committee,  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  iiHbc 
affirmati?«. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  as  foltows:  Yeas  89,  nays  98.- 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  that  the  Hoase 
take  up  the  bill  lo  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  briefly  stated  some  rea- 
sons which  hiMi  prompted  his  a4!tion  in  this  matter, 
but  m  so  low  a  tone  of  Toice,  and  amidst  a  deaf- 
f'aiog  ham  througboul  the  House,  which  overpow- 
ered the  honorable  gentl«man*s  voice.  He  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law  whe9  it  was  passed,  for  the  relief  of  bankrupts 
whose  miafortnaes  were  brought  upon  tfcem  with- 
dttt  any  fSault  of  their  own,  but  by  the  fault  of  the 
(^Qveramant.  His  object)  then,  was  to  relieve  the  . 
country  from  the  distresses  in  which  it  was  then  • 
iqvohred;  hot  he  did  not,  so  far  as  he  was  concern- 
ed, design  it  to  be  a  permanent  measure.  He  was 
in  favor  of  limiting  it  to  one  year  at  the  tiihe  of  its 
passage}  but  he  did  not  press  his  views  on  that 
point  at  that  time,  because  he  desired  the 
passage  of  the  law,  and  such  a  limitation  mig^t 
have  endangered  its  passage.  He  now  offered 
this  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  destroying  con* 
fidence  between  man  and  man^  and  seemed  to 
be  a  shelter  for  those  who  were  disposed  to  live 
without  labor.  Its  future  operation  he  looked  upon 
as  injurious;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  engraft 
any  amendment  upon  the  present  act  which  wonM 
diminish  its  evils.  He  said  *he  did  not  propose 
to  commit  this  bill,  because  he  was  in  favor  of  a  to- 
tal repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and  therefore  its 
committal  was  unnecessary.  If,  however,  such  a 
motion  should  be  made^  he  should  consider  it  a 
test  question  between  those  who  desired  the  con- 
tinuance, and  those  who  desired  the  repeal  of  thai 
law. 

Mr.  BARNARD  observed  that  the  fate  of  the 
27tb  Congress  seemed  to  be  a  very  peculiar  and  a 
very  hard  one.  This  Congress  was  composed  of 
two  parties;  the  lines  of  difibrence  between,  which 
were  drawn,  perhaps,  more  distinctly  than  between 
any  two  parties  tbjjat  ever  existed  in  this  country. 
One  of  these  parties  was  in  a  d?oided  majority  of 
that  House — numbering  some  ibiny  or  forty  votes 
of  a  majority.  The  exeoative  power  of  the  conn- 
try  also  was  in  the  hands  of  one  holding  opinions 
in  accordance  wiih  those  of  the  majority.  Be6>te 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  however,  for  the  first 
time  for  the  transaction  of  business,  after  its  elec- 
tion, misfortune  had  fallen  upon  the  dominant 
party;  they  lost  their  own  President,  and  the  eon- 
stitational  incumbent  of  the  Presidential  office  was 
not  disposed  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  majority. 
A  portion,  also,  of  their  own  friends  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  departed  from  them,  and  joined 
themselyes  with  the  Executive,  who  was  of  coarse 
supported  by  the  whole  body  of  the  opposition.  In 
that  way,  and  under  those  circumstances,  we  came 
(said  Mr.  B.)  to  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. We  struggled  with  difficulties  from  the  fir&t 
moment  of  our  existence,  and  have  never  ceased 
to  struggle  with  difficulties  to  this  day.  Our  condi- 
tion was  like  that  of  the  ]k>or  wretch  Sysiphns— con- 
demned to  roll  an  enormous  stone  up  a  steep  ac- 
clivity, only  to  find  some  obstacle  in  our  way,  by 
which  our  labors  and  ourselves  were  to  be  tumbled 
down  to  the  bottom  again.  But  all  this  (said  Mr.  ^ 
B.)  was  our  misfortune,  and  not  onr  fault;  and 
amidst  all  our  difficulties  we  certainly  succeeded  in 
passing  some  good  measures.  At  the  extra  session 
we  passed  the  law  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
puhiiQ  lands  among  the  States,  ana  we  passed  the 
bankrupt  law.  At  the  last  session,  we  passed  the 
districting  law,  and  we  also  passed  the  tariff  law. 
What  was  to  remain  of  all  these,  and  many  other 
measures,  at  the  ck)8e  of  the  ooastitntional  term  of 
existenee  of  the  present  Congress,  fio  man  eonid 
tell.  One  thing  was  sure^4he  land-distributioa 
law  was  goue  already;  the  congressional  dtsirict- 
ing  law  was  ia  daac^,  while  the  tariif  Uw  wis 
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propos«d  10  be  moderated  and  modified  oat  of  a)i 
Its  protective  charactet;  and  now,  at  list,  came  the 
bill  to  repeal  tbe  bankrvpt  law^-moved,  too,  by 
one  of  tbe  criginai  friends  of  tbat  measare.  For 
one,  (daid  Mr.  B.)  I  could  stand  all  the  injories  oor 
/enemies  are  doing  as;  bat  it  is  bard  to  receive  sach 
blows  at  tbe  band^  of  o«r  friends.  Wbat  an  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  (said  Mr.  B.)  do  we  now  present 
to  the  American  people !  This  motion  for  a  repeal 
of  tbe  bankrupt  law  came  from  Vermont,  and  from 
bis  excellent  and  learned  friend  from  that  Slate, 
(Mr.  EvEaBTT,]  who  took  tbe  pains  to  declare,  at 
this  and  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  apon 
Che  whole,  the  bsnkrapt  act  was  the  best  and  wisest 
law  that  Congress  had  ever  passed.  Now,  it  was 
to  be  repealed  upon  the  motion  of  the  very  gentle^ 
n»an  who  had  made  this  eologiom.  /considering  the 
soorce  from  which  that  motion  emanated,  and  eon* 
sidering  the  sort  of  support  ;vhieh  it  was  abont  to 
receive,  it  sUnck  his  mind  as  one  of  the  meet  alarm- 
ing movements  be  had  ever  witnessed  in  the  political* 
world  It  went  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge 
so  often  made  against  this  nation— that  its  legislation 
was  destined  to  be  unstable*,  not  guided  and  governed , 
as  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  settled,  well-considered, 
well  d*.gest8d  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
but  ihat  it  was  destined  to  be  disturbed  by  every 
wp«ve  of  popular  eentiment— to  follow,  in  short,  sot 
tnly  the  shiftings  and  turnings  of  popular  senti- 
meni,  bat  popular  error  and  popular  delusion. 
That  soch  a  thing  as  popular  error  and  popnlr>r 
ddosion  existed,  a«  well  in  this  country  as  in 
others,  he  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  say.  By 
ciDsettied,  ill-digested  popular  opinion,  be  never 
bad  been— and  so  help  him  GK>dl— never  would  be 
governed. 

But  Vermont  demapded  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  and,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
Vermont  was  a  creditor   State— «be  was  in  the 
happy  condition  of  owing  nobody,  and  everybody 
was  indebted  to  her;  and  her  Legislature,  at  its 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  instructing  her 
Senators,  and  requesting  her  Representatives,  in 
Congress,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  that  law.    He  , 
denied  the  right  of  Vermont  to  dictate  to  Congress 
upon  this  {>ubject,  or  upon  any  other.    She  might 
express  her  opinions,  it  was  true;  but  the  opinions 
that  governed  here  were  those  of  the  members  of  tbe 
National  Legislature,  and  not  those  of  the  mem- 
bers of  her  Stale  Legislature.    He  was  utterly  hos- 
tile to  this  doctrine  ef  inslrnction,  let  it  come  from 
what  soorce   it   might,  avowed  or  not  avowed. 
What  secnrity  was  there  for  legislation,  if  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  State — ^tbe  very  same  men^were 
to  be  governed  one  day  by  one  set  of  opinions,  and 
another  day  by  another,  just  as  the  waves  of  pop- 
ular Mutiment  ebbed  and  flowed.    Vermont  did 
not,  it  seemed,  like  to  see  her  debtors  escape,  and, 
in  common  with  almost  all  other  creditors,  she  had 
a  very  great  reluctance  to  see  the  dead  body  o 
debt  burieU  out  of  her  sif|ii.    Well,  this  might  be 
a  very  natural  feeliog;  but  it  was  a  morbid'one, 
which  ou$ht  not  to  be  encouraged.    Creditors  were 
not  buszards,  to  feed  on  carrion;  and  he  did  not 
want  to  see  these  dead  bodies  kept  above  ground 
till  they  tainted  tbe  whole  atmosphere. 

He  had  remarked  tbat  he  could  not  see  any  pe-^ 
cority  for 'legislation  in  the  country,  unless  party 
and  party  men  were  to  be  precluded  from  influen- 
cing it  to  suit  their  temporary  purposes.  If  they 
could  not  be,  then  the  legislation  of  the  country  would 
be  blown  about  by  every  popular  gale.  Unless  the 
Representatives  would  abide  by  their  own  opinions 
after  having  once  promolgated  them,  he  was  free 
10  declare  that  there  could  be  no  stability  in  the 
^policy  of  the  country. 

Bat  his  excellent  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Kverett]  bad  discovered  that  ihe  bankrupt  law 
had  performed  iL<;  office;  that  it  had  fulfilled  its  ob- 
jeci5,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  repealed.  He 
further  avowed,  tbat  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time 
the  act  was  passed^  that  it  should  have  been  limited 
to  the  term  of  one  year;  ihit  it  ought  to  be  a  tem* 
porary  law.  What  was  a  temporary  lawl  What 
was  it  but  repadiatioiTin  its  most  odious  form-» 
repudiation  by  individnals  of  their  own  debts  at 
their  own  time;  a  proclamation  by  debtors  of  a 
jobilee — not  like  tbat  of  the  Jews,  which  ocearring 
atregaUir  and  stated  periods,  erttditon  ai  well  as 


debtprs  could  prepare  tbemselv^  for — but  a  jubilee 
the  time  of  which  was  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
debtors  themselves.    Such  a  bankrupt  law  was  not 
the  establishment  of  a  rule  of  law;'it  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  exception  to  a  rule  of  law,  in  the 
face  of  the  law  itself.    It  was  a  law  by  which  you 
open  the  prison  doors,  and  let  loose  those  confined 
at  the  moment;  though  at  the  next  day  the  jails  may 
be  as  full  as  ever — and  of  those,  too,  who  are  not 
to  be  set  at  liberty.    Was  tbat  a  bankrupt  law 
in  the  understanding  of  the  Constituiionl    The 
Constitution  authorised  Congress  to  pass  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy:  but  could  a 
law  of  a  year's  duration  be  called  a  uniform  law? 
It  was  not  law,  because  it  was  not  a  rule  of  conduct 
affecting  all  alike;  bat  It  was  a  mere  partial  arbi- 
trary act  of  arbitrary  power,  interposing  between 
the  creditor  and  his  debtor,  to  break  up  for  the  time 
being  the  relations  between  them,  and  to  take  away 
the  power  which  the  law  gave  the  former  over  the 
latter.   In  this  way,  the  creditor,  in  bis  turn,  might 
be   ruined   and  driven  to   bankruptcy;   ^ough, 
ia  consequence  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  law, 
he  would  be  precluded  from  its  benefits.    Mr.  B. 
said  he  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  any 
such  law.    It  had  the  power  to  pass  a  permanent 
and  uniform  law,  and  he  admitted  that  it  had  the 
power  to  repeal  it;  but  it  had  no  power  to  pass  a 
l)ankrupt  law  that  was  not  permanent  and  uniform. 
Such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was  contemplated  by  tbe 
Constitution  woold  have  the  tendency  to  prevent 
bankruptcy;  but  a  temporary  law,  such  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  would 
have  tbe  tendency  to  encourage  bai>kruptcy,  and 
to  encourage  extravagance  and  speculation,  by  the 
hope  held  out  that  a  proclamation  of  jubilee  would 
be  made  to  free  debtors  for  the  time  being  from  the 
power  of  their  creditors. 

If,  then,  this  bankrapt  law  was  to  be  repealed, 
let  it  be  because  it  ^as  inexpedient;  because,  such 
a  law  ought  never  to  have  been  passed^  but,  for 
Heaven's  sake,  do  not  let  it  be  repealed  on  the 
ground  tbat  it  has  accomplished  the  object  for 
which  it  was  enacted. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that 
very  much  of  the  influence  which  was  abroad  in 
tbe  country,  and  was  broaght  to  bear  on  the  House 
at  the  time  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed,  was  that 
of  individuals,  who,  if  they  did  not  then  hold  the  sen- 
timents advanced  now  by  bis  friend  from  Vermont, 
were  yet  willing  to  receive  the  benefits  of  them; 
iu  other  words,  they  were  willing  that  a  temporary 
law  should  be  passed  to  relieve  them  from  their 
embarrassments,  to  be  repealed  or  to  expire  at  tbe 
time  they  came  to  be  creditors.  He  prayed  and 
besought  gentlemen,  therefore,  if  they  meant  to 
vote  for  the  repaal,  to  put  their  votes  on  better 
grounds  than  those  of  fiis  friend  from  Vermont. 
Let  the  law  be  repealed,  if  U  is  to  be  repealed,  be- 
cause it  is  a  bad  law;  but  do  not  let  it  be  repealed 
because  it  was  intended  as  a  temporary  measure, 
and  t)ecanse  it  basfnlfilled  its  objects. 

But  why  should  the  bankrupt  law  be  repealed? 
He  addressed  himself  to  those  who  had  been  its 
friends.  What  was  the  greatest  objection  to  tbe^ 
measure,  in  tbe  minds  of  intelligent  men,  at  the  time 
of  its  passage?  Was  it  not  because  of  its  reuo- 
speciive  operation,  violating,  in  their  opinions,  one 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  by  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contraeu»?  That  objection  was 
now  almost  removed.  Tbe  force  of  the  bankrupt 
law  in  regard  to  old  cases  was  almost  spent; 
and  it  was  now  about  to  commence  its  most  whole- 
some and  beneficent  functions,  by  operatinj;  on 
cases  which  have  arisen  since  its  enactment.  The 
constitutional  objection  was,  therefore,  no  longer 
in  force. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  B.,  show- 
fng  the  benefits  derived,  and  to  be  derived,  from  the 
bankrupt  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  providing  for  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy, and  to  provide  that  this  shall  take  place  in.  18 
months  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  House  was  aware  that,  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress,  a  resolution  batd  been 
adopted  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  this  8abjeio^  and  he  hoped 


that  the  House  wouhl  wait  tUl  that  information  was 
received,  and  not,  by  precipitate  legislation,  run  tbe 
risk  of  committing  an  act  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSpLL  said  he  should  Uke  to 
move  the  adoption  of  instructions  to  the  committee, 
in  ease  tbe  bill  were  refened  to  their  consideration. 
He,  therefore,  sent  to  the  Chair  the  folio  wing  in- 
stmctions: 

"And  that  the  said  committee  be  iastrueted  to 
report  a  bill  excluding  the  eofcmlary  provision  frcpoa 
the  present  bankrupt  act,  and  including  banks." 

Mr^  BARNARD  inquired  whe)her  the  motioB 
was  in  order;  to  which 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOBRSOLL  modified  his  instroctioiiF^ 
by  striking  out  the  word  banJb,  and  substituting  the 
words  trading  eorpanttion$, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  that,  however  calculated 
the  motion  was  to  produce  a  wide  discussion,  be  had 
a  strong  presentiment  that  tbe  present  debate  would 
not  be  long.  It  seemed  tbat  summary  execution 
was  to  be  applied  to  this,  the  last  act  of  that  ill- 
fated  extra  session.  Its  sentence  had  been  pro- 
nounced before  arguments  at  law;  judgment  was 
to  be  first  carried  our,  and  a  hearing  had  afterwards. 
Indeed,  he  feared  tbat  there  was  an  impatience  and 
an  indisposition  to  hear  at  all,  cither  before  or  after 
judgment.  For  himself,  he  bad  no  disposition 
to  speak  at  length;  for  the  subject  bad  already 
been  nearly  exhausted  by  tbe  remarks  of  his  friend 
fl^m  New  York,  [Mr.  Baunird;]  nor  would  he 
impugn  the  course  taken  by  hi*  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Ef  ERBTT,]  who  no  doubt  acted  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents.  He  only  wished 
to  explain  simply  the  reasons  which  should  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  this  law,  repre- 
senting as  he  did  a  great  commercial  community. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  enact  a  bankrupt 
law  was  not  implied  merely,  but  was  found  in  the 
category  of  those  clearly  expressed  and  enumerated 
powers  about  which  there  was  no  dispute.  Now, 
he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exercise  its 
power ;  and  not  to  exercise  it,  a  positive  negleet 
and  omission— not  less  than  it  would  be  to  omit 
to  exercise  the  power  given  to  regulate  commerce, 
establish  coarts,  coin  money,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  of  tbe  country,  and,  in  short,  any 
other  power  expressed  among  those  named  in  the 
Constitution.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  sug- 
gested by  his  friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  EvxaxTT,] 
that  though  the  present  law  might|  be  repealed, 
another  might  be  enacted.  But  when  would  such 
an  event  occur?  When  could  it  be  expected? 
Certainly  not  until  it  should  be  called  for  by  the 
people,  to  sweep  ofi"  the  load  of  indebtedness  that 
might  be  upon  them;  and  then  tbe  law  would  itself 
be  swept  off,  after  having  performed  its  office. 
Suck  was  the  fate  of  the  first  bankrupt  law,  and 
such  seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  destiny  of  this. 

But  the  language  of  tbe  Constitution  was  re- 
markably strong.  It  was,  not  tbat  "Congress  ^all 
have  power  to  paut'**  bat  to  ^'utabH^  a  uniform 
system  of  bankroptcy."  Would  a  mere  pumgt  of 
an  act  be  a  fulfilment  of  the  power  to  establish  the 
system?  So  far  from  it,  the  reverse  of  tbe  propo- 
sition would  be  true;  and  scch  passage  be  a  naere 
temporary  remedy.  Such  a  course— the  enactment 
of  a  bankrupt  law  for  a  particular  temporary  pur- 
pose— could  be  jostified  on  no  principle  whatever. 
He,  therefore,  protested  against  the  introduction  of 
a  bankrupt  law  at  irregular  intervals,  and  before 
the  trader  and  the  man  of  business  could  be  aware 
how  to  act.  Anticipating  the  results  which  had 
flowed  from  the  insertion  of  the  retrospective  prin- 
ciple in  the  present  act,  he  had  voted  for  it  with 
reluctance;  and,  had  he  believed  tbat  the  •whole 
act  was  destined  to  be  so  soon  expunged  fnm 
the  statute-book,  he  should  not  have  voted  for 
it  at  all.  And  here  he  would  make  a  suggestion 
to  that  gentleman,  who  bad  denounced  the  retro- 
spective character  of  the  act;  and  that  was,  thai, 
by  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the  present 
time,  they  woald  become  responsible  for  its  revival 
hereafter.  The  only  mode  of  preventing  the  en- 
actment of  a  retrospective  law  was  to  establish  the 
prospective  provision  of  the  present  law  upon  a 
firm  basis.  True,  the  present  law  might  not  be 
perfect,  and  might  require  remedy  in  its  detaik. 
What  he  hid  to  say  was,  let  it  be  perfected;  kt  it 
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be  limited  io  iis  operaU«)ii.  to  traders,  if  necessary; 
and  eten  let  a  provision  beioseiied  comprehending 
banks,  under  certain  circamstancesand  regalations. 
It  did  seem  to  him  that  thCi  responsibility  of  ihe  en- 
aetment  of  a  retrospective  bankrupt  act  hereafter 
woald  rest  on  those  gentlemen  who  should  vole  (oi:, 
the  repeal  of  the  present. 

lliere  was  one  more  view  of  the  subject  which 
he  would  mention.  He  meant  the  monstrous  in- 
Jostiee  of  an  immediate  and  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  law.  It  was  known  that  many  debtors,  re- 
sponding, as  bad  been  said,  to  the  first  sound  of 
the  trumpet,  bad  advanced  and  obtained  relief,  hav- 
ing first  stripped  themselves  for  the  purpose,  and 
leaving  as  little  matter  to  be  decided  upon  by  the 
tourts  as  effects  to  be  distributed  among  the  cred- 
itors. A  repeal  of  the  law  would  not  take  away 
the  benefits  these  men  had  obtained,  whilst  it  would 
give  the  same  desperate  debtors  the  further  advan- 
tage of  any  new  bankrupt  law  which  might  b?  en- 
acted hereafter.  On  the  other  band,  there  were 
numbers  whose  affairs,  not  altogether  hopeless,  left 
the  prospect  of  distributing  something  to  their  cred* 
itors — men  whose  applications  for  the  benefit  of  the 
act  had  been  held  back,  in  the  hope  of  making  an 
honorable  compromise;  or  whose  cases  had  been 
delayed  in  the  courts  by  argument  upon  points  of 
law:  these  would  be  altogether  deprived  of  the 
advantages  secured  by  more  ejcpeditious,  and  per- 
haps less  scrupulous,  debtors.  In  conclusion,  he 
hoped— if  it  was  not  too  late  to  hope— that  the  House 
woald  pause  before  it  resolved  to  wipe  out  alto- 
gether the  law  now  in  force. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  one  of  the  strong' st 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
was  its  retrospective  character.  He  was  not  fully 
persuaded  that  the  Government  had  power  to  pass 
a  law  absolving  individuals  from  their  contract?. 
He  could  not  believe  it  to  be  legal  and  proper  for 
the  Government  to  destroy  the  relations  subsisting 
between  debtor  and  crsditor.  Government,  as  he 
thought,  should  at  least  have  permitted  the  obliga- 
tions between  the  creditor  and  his  security  to  be 
performed. 

These  were  some  of  hit  objections  to  the  law  at 
the  beginning;  but,  with  regard  to  a  prospective 
bankrupt  law,  properly  established,  he  did  not  then, 
nor  did  he  now,  object.  All  objections,  however, 
were  disregarded  by  those  who  controlled  the  ac 
tion  of  this  House;  and  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy, to  be  4)erpetual  as  the  law  of  the  country, 
Wat  passed;  and  this  was  the  first  time  that  the 
avowal  had  been  made — as  it  had  been  made 
this  mommg — that  the  object  of  the  bankrupt  law 
was  to  violate  private  contracts,  and  to  turn  men 
krosefrom  their  obligations.  It  was  immaterial 
how  they  regarded  it  here;  but  the  ^yes  of  all  the 
commercial  world  were  turned  upon  them;  and  to 
Borope  it  would  appear  that  they  repealed  the  law, 
after  it  had  done — whati  Released  at  least  the  debtor 
from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts.  It  appeared 
to  himthifl  proposition  portrayed,  more  clearly  than 
anything  else  could  do,  the  true  object  the  gentle- 
men who  advocated  it  had  in  pressing  it  on  the 
country.  Now,  if  he  might  bt  permitted  to  advise 
those  gentlemen  who  passed  this  law,  he  should 
say:  For  Heaven *s  sake,  do  not  lay  it  on  this  exclu- 
sive ground — that  the  object  was  to  release  the  debt* 
or  from  the  obligation  of  his  contracs  for  which  he 
had  received  a  valuable  consideration. 

He  would  declare  again,  that,  if  a  bankrupt  law 
were  established,  striking  out  the  voluntary  Tea- 
tare,  and  making  it  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was 
eaatemplated  by  the  Con&titutioD,  he  should  not 
abject  to  see  it  become  part  of  the  permanent  poli- 
cy of  %m  country.  But  if  ihcy  voted  for  the  bill 
which  was  now  presented  to  the  Hou^e,  for  the  rc- 
ptti  of  the  existing  bankrupt  law,  they  would  com- 
Biit  diemselves  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  whole  measure.  The  proviso  was  designed 
to  secure  to  tho^  who  bad  taken  the  first  step,  the 
benefit  of  the  existing  bankrupt  law  up  to  the  5  h 
Of  the  present  month;  and  when  this  bill  was  intro- 
dieed,  he  gave  notice  that  he  shoold  move  to  strike 
oat  that  proviso;  but  he  was  conscious  of  the  great 
difieulty  which  must  result.  There  was  much 
force  in  what  had  been  said  by  gentlemen  on  this 
nbject,  respecting  the  indecent  haste  of  bankrupts 
to  avail  iheiinelves  of  the  law,  to  release  them  from 


their  obligations;  whereas  those  who  were  less 
hasty,  and  who  regretted  the  necessity  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  provitions  of  the  law,  a&ii  ^here- 
fore  held  back,  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  the  law.  There  were  difiScntties,  too,  in  the 
way  of  their  voting  for  this  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt  law,  with  audi  a  provisien  as  would  compro- 
mise them  on  the  constitutional  question  which  it 
involved;  and  the  whole  ease  afforded  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  evil  of  that  basly  legislation 
whieh  was  forced  on  the  country  without  consider- 
ation by  the  opeiation  of  the  gag  rule,  which  did 
not  permit  an  i  to  be  dotted,  or  a  /  to  be  crossed. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  could  gp  for  the  repeal,  as  the  bill  now  stood;  for 
he  was  unwilling  to  commit  himself  with  regard  to 
the  constitutional  question. 

He  had  another  remark  to  make,  in  relation  to 
the  instructions.  It  had  been  his  determination  in 
all  his  acts,  while  he  was  a  member  of  that  body, 
to  give  no  vote  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  tend 
to  increase  the  power  of  this  Government,  or  the 
Executive  patronage  of  this,  Government  Every 
vote  he  did  give  would  be  to  diminish  rather  than 
to  increase  that  power.  Suppose,  then,  they  placed 
all  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  under 
the  operation  of  the  bankrqpt  law;  why,  an  Exe- 
cutive, who  was  disponed  to  do  so,  might  use  the 
power  of  this  Government  for  the  punishment,  on 
the  one  band,  and  his  influence  to  excite  hope  of 
reward,  on  the  other;  or,  every  O'ank  would  be 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  Executive,  to  aid  him  in 
/  carrying  out  his  plans.  Were  he  disposed  to  strike 
directly  at  the  principle  by  which  he  had  governed 
his  legislative  action,  he  should  give  the  Executive 
this  power.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
position would  be  either  amended,  or  laid' on  the 
table;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  were  attached  to 
this  bill,  the  bankrupt  law  would  never  be  re- 
pealed. There  was  one  fact,  in  connexion  with 
the  discussions  which  had  already  been  had  on 
this  subject,  to  which  he  was  inclined  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House;  but  he  declined  doing  so, 
because  it  verified  a  prediction  which  bad  been 
made  again  and  again  with  regard  to  the  Whig 
Congress.  This  bankrupt  law  was  a  Whig  meas- 
ure. It  originated  with  the  Whjgs;  it  was  passed 
by  Whigs.  He  was  not  sure,  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  more  than  one  solitfuy  Democratic 
member  that  voted  for  it.  And  what  were  they 
now  toldl  Why,  that  this  Whig  measure — a 
measure  conceived,  brought  forth,  and  carried  into 
a  law  by  Whigs,  to  relieve  the  country,  had  done— 
whal  Destroyed  all  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  and  had  broken  down  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. This  was  the  character  given  of  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  The  gentleman  then  said,  if  it 
had  not  done  all  these  things^  that  it  was  ,in  a  stale 
of  progression;  and  if  they  permitted  It 'to  remain, 
it  wovld  break  down  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
destroy  confidence  between  man  and  man.  Such 
was  the  result  of  one  of  the  important  measmes 
which  were  passed  by  the  37tb  Congress;  and  in 
view  of  this,  and  other  acts,  there  was  one  circum- 
stance which  appeared  to  be  a  little  remarkable: 
the  President  was  blamed  for  the  application  of  his 
vetoes,  and  for  not  permitting  the  Whigs  to  do  all 
that  which  they  desired  to  do — for  not  permitting 
the  majority  in  this  Congress  to  do  all  that  they 
pleased;  and  he  was  still  blamed.  It  was  not  his 
place  to  blame  or  to  defend  the  President;  but  jus- 
tice ought  to  be  done,  and  he  would,  therefore,  say 
they  ought  not  to  blame  the  President  for  not  per- 
mitting more  wrongdoing  than  that  which  it  was 
now  admitted  they  had  done. 

Mr.  GORDON  addrcf  sed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  commenced  by  remark* 
ing  that,  in  the  discussions  upon  the  measure,  when 
it  passed  at  the  extra  session,  it  was  said  that  it 
would  be  hailed  as  a  public  jubilee.  RecoUeoting 
this  renurk,  he  did  not  expect  so  early  to  have 
heard  it  said  by  a  member  of  the  House— and  a 
member,  too,  of  that  irtry  majority  who  passed  the 
act — that  it  was  intended  as  a  persMuent  measure^ 
fie  had  himself  supposed  that  the  law  had  its  in- 
ception, and  would  have  its  coiisummation  in  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  debtors  from  the  embarrassments 


into  which  they  werct  for  the  time  being,  pkuged;; 
and  was  only  such  a  measure  as  would  be  pasted^ 
at  intervals,  to  fulfil  the  end  named.  But  it  seemed, 
be  was  mistaken;  and  now,  the  only  ground  on 
which  the  law  was  at  all  ju&ufied  was  taJcen  awiy* 
As  to  his  own  position,  t^t  was  tbe  same  now  as 
at  the  extra  session — a  iirm  opposition  to  ib& 
measure  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  considerations  of  its  injus- 
tice. 

The  fate  of  the  measure,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wihthuop]  had  said,  wasset- 
tied.  Its  end  was  at  hand.  Its  decree  of  repeal 
had  been  borne  on  the  wings  of  popular  sentiment 
and  indignation.  The  work  only  remained  to  bar 
done.  He  eould  not  see  how  his  colleague  [Mr. 
BaavAao]  could  have  been  brought  to  declare  that 
it  was  a  want,  of  reflection  in  the  people  to  de- 
cree the  repeal  pf  the  measures  at  which  he  was 
astonished!  Surely  his  colleague  eould  not  have 
perceived  how,  by  Ibis  remark,  be  was  impngniag 
the  intelligence  of  the  people.  His  colleague  bad 
set  himself  up  to  contradict  the  public  voice  for  do* 
maading  the  repeal  of  this  measurel  and  did  not 
this  amount  lo  a  declaration  that  the  people  knew 
not  what  they  were  about?  Such  was,  in  fact,  the 
averment  which  his  colleague  had  made;  yet  be 
(Mr.  G.)  was  not  surprised  at  the  remark,  when  be 
recoliectec^  that  his  colleague  belonged  to  that 
party  which  bad  no  confidence  in  the  people,  and 
which  believed  them  to  be  incapable  of  self«gov« 
ernment. 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose,  and  inquired  whether 
a  single  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrapl 
act  had  been  presented  this  session. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  this  question  reminded  him 
of  a  fact,  which  he  often  observed — ^that  there 
were  many  men  who  could  not  or  would  not  un- 
derstand what  public  sentiment  was,  in  relation  to 
a  particular  measure,  until  they  had  read  it  in  a 
petition.  Now,  these  petitions,  it  was  well  known» 
were  often  gotten  up  to  order,  and  therefore  enti- 
tled to  no  moral  influence.  Public  sentiment  upon 
a  measnre  like  the  present  was  overpowering;  and 
a  miserable  petition  would  bitt  ill  embody  its 
force  and  omnipotence.  In  reply,  however,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. Arnold,]  he  would 
state  that  petitions  had  been  sent  here  to  obtain  Ike 
repeal  of  this  measnre.  But  whether  tbey  had  or 
not,  every  man  of  ordinary  sagacity  and  observa- 
tion knew  what  public  sentiment  was  upon  t^is 
question.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  bad  bowed  down  before  this 
public  sentiment,  and  iiad  determined  to  vote  foe 
the  repeal 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  was  understood  to 
say  that  his  determination  arose  from  a  change  of 
his  opinions,  rather  than  from  considerations  grow^ 
-ing  out  of  any  supposed  state  of  public  sentiment* 

Mr.  GORDON  said  be  was  then  glad  to  bear 
thatYihe  gentleman  bad  changed  his  opinion.  His 
added  but  another  to  the  general  voice  tliat  the 
law  was  a  bad  one. 

But  his  colleague  [Mr.  BAMrARD]  had  complained 
of  the  instability  of  legislation  in  this  country,  and 
I  ad  charged  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  tend 
still  further  to  sink  our  reputation  in  that  re* 
spect.  In  reply,  be  would  remark  that  all  bad 
laws,  like  this  bankrupt  act,  did  most  effeotuaUf 
contribute  to  instability  of  legislation;  because,  in. 
a  country  where  the  people's  wishes  were  con- 
sulted, such  laws  were  certain  to  be  expunged  Irom 
the  statute-book.  Yet  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
common  sense  of  any  man  to  aay  whether  this  was 
a  reason  why  a  bad  law  should  not  be  repealed* 
If  Congress  would  confine  itself  to  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  action,  standing  uj>on  the  broad  platferm 
of  the  Constitution,  and  only  enacting  such  meas- 
ures as  were  called  for  by  the  people,  there  would 
be  no  reason  for  his  colleague^  to  complain  of  in^ 
stability  of  legislation.  ^ 

But  bis  coHeagne  bad  also  complaiMd  of  popu- 
lar error  and  delusion  in  relaliob  to  this  law.  New* 
he  could  tell  his  coUeague  bow  the  people  bad 
come  to  be  so  sadly  in  "error  and  delusfDn."  11iey 
bad  employed  their  **8ober  second  thought**  npoa 
the  bankrupt  act,  and  tfieir  verdict  against  it  was 
another  instUNSe  to  show  bow  oorreet  are  lie  alti- 
I  mate  decisions  of  the  people  in  refard  to  matieiv 
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propostd  to  be  moderated  and  modified  oat  of  all 
Its  protective  character;  and  now,  at  last,  came  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankriipt  law — moved,  too,  bj 
one  of  the  original  friends  of  that  measnre.    For 
one,  (daid  Mr.  B.)  I  could  atand  all  the  injnriea  onr 
/enemies  are  doing  us;  but  it  is  hard  to  receive  such 
blows  at  the  hand^  of  our  friends.   What  an  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  (said  Mr.  B.)  do  we  now  present 
to  the  American  people !    This  motion  for  a  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  came  from  Vermont,  and  from 
bis  excellent  and  learned  friend  from  that  Slate, 
[Mr.  EvBaKTT,]  who  took  the  pama  to  declare,  at 
this  a|id  at  the  last  sessioa  of  Congress,  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  bankrupt  act  was  the  best  and  wisest 
law  that  Congress  had  ever  patsed.    Now,  it  was 
to  be  repealed  upon  the  motion  of  the  very  gentle** 
man  who  had  made  thin  eulogium.  Xtensidering  the 
source  from  which  that  motion  emanated,  and  con- 
sidering the  sort  of  sappoft  yihieh.  it  was  about  to 
receive,  it  Oruck  bis  mind  as  one  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing movements  he  had  ever  witnessed  in  the  political* 
world-    It  went  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge 
.80  often  made  against  this  nation— that  its  legisl  ation 
was  destined  te  be  unstable^  not  guided  and  governed , 
as  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  settled,  well-considered, 
well  digested  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
but  that  it  was  d^iined  to  he  disturbed  by  every 
wF^ve  of  popular  sentiment— to  follow,  in  short,  not 
t>nly  the  shiftings  and  turnings  of  popular  senti- 
ment, bat  popular  error  and  popular  dekision. 
That  such  a  thing  as  popular  error  and  populi>r 
delusion  existed,  a«  well  in  this  country  as  in 
others,  he  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  say.    By 
no&eitled,  ill-digested  popular  opinion,  he  never 
bad  been— and  so  help  him  God  I— never  would  be 
governed. 

But  Vermont  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  and,  thererore,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
Vermont  was  a  creditor   State— she  was  in  the 
happy  condition  of  owing  nobody,  and  everybody 
was  indebted  to  her;  and  her  Liegislature,  at  its 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  instructing  her 
Senators,  and  requesting  her  Representatives,  in 
Congress,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  that  law.    He 
denied  the  right  of  Vermont  to  dictate  to  Congress 
upon  this  subject,  or  upon  any  other.    She  might 
express  her  opinions,  it  was  true;  but  the  opinions 
that  governed  here  were  those  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Legislature,  and  not  those  of  the  mem- 
bers of  her  Stale  Legislature.    He  was  utterly  hos- 
tile to  this  doctrine  of  instruction*  let  it  come  from 
what  source   it  might,  avowed  or  not  avowed. 
What  security  was  there  for  legislation,  if  the  rep- 
reGent|itives  of  a  State^— the  very  same  men— were 
to  be  governed  one  day  by  one  set  of  opinions,  and 
another  day  by  another,  just  as  the  waves  of  pop- 
ular sentiment  ebbed  and  flowed.    Vermont  did 
not,  it  seemed,  like  to  see  her  debtors  escape,  and, 
in  common  with  almost  all  other  creditors,  she  had 
a  very  great  reluctance  to  see  the  dead  body  o 
debt  buried  out  of  her  si^t.    Well,  this  might  be 
a  very  natural  feeling;  but  it  was  a  morbid'one, 
which  ought  not  to  t>e  encouraged.    Creditors  were 
not  buiaards,  to  feed  on  carrion;  and  he  did  not 
want  to  sf  e  these  dead  bodies  kept  above  ground 
till  they  taintvd  the  whole  atmosphere. 

He  had  remarked  that  he  could  not  see  any  se- 
curity for 'legislation  in  the  country,  unless  party 
and  party  men  were  to  be  precluded  from  influen- 
cing it  to  suit  their  temporary  purposes.  If  they 
rould  not  be,  then  the  legislation  of  the  country  would 
be  blown  about  by  every  popular  gale.  Unless  the 
Repre^ntatives  would  abide  by  their  own  opinions 
after  having  once  promulgated  them,  he  was  free 
10  declare  that  there  could  be  no  stability  in  the 
^policy  of  the  country. 

Bat  bis  excellent  friend  from  Vermont '[Mr. 
EvKREtT]  had  discovered  that  the  bankrupt  law 
had  performed  its  office;  that  it  had  fulfilled  its  ob- 
jects, and  therefore  ought  to  be  repealed.  He 
further  avowed,  that  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time 
the  act  was  passed^  that  it  should  have  been  limited 
to  the  term  of  one  year^,  thiit  it  ought  to  be  a  tem< 
porary  law.  What  was  a  temporary  lawl  What 
was  it  but  repudiation' in  its  most  odious  form — 
repudiation  by  individuals  of  their  own  debts  at 
iheir  own  time;  a  proclamation  by  debtors  of  a 
jubilee— not  like  that  of  the  Jews,  which  occurring 
atiagoUor  and  stated  periodf, creditors w well u 
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debits  could  prepare  themselv^  for— but  a  jubilee 
the  time  of  which  was  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
debtors  themselves.    Such  a  bankrupt  law  was  not 
the  establishment  of  a  rule  of  law; 'it  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  exception  to  a  rule  of  law,  in  the 
face  of  the  law  itself^    It  was  a  law  by  which  you 
open  the  prison  doors,  and  let  loose  those  confined 
at  the  moment;  though  at  the  next  day  the  jails  may 
be  as  full  as  ever— and  of  those,  too,  who  are  not 
to  be  set  at  liberty.    Was  that  a  bankrupt  law 
in  the  understanding  of  the  Constitution?    The 
Censtltution  aathorifeed  Congress  to  pass  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy:  but  could  a 
law  of  a  year's  duration  be  called  a  uniform  law? 
It  was  not  law,  because  it  was  not  a  rule  of  conduct 
affecting  all  alike;  but  It  was  a  mere  partial  arbi- 
trary act  of  arbitrary  power,  interposing  between 
the  creditor  and  his  debtor,  to  breakup  for  the  time 
being  the  relations  between  them,  and  to  take  away 
the  power  whjch  the  law  gave  the  former  over  \h? 
latter.   In  this  way,  the  creditor,  in  his  torn,  might 
be    ruined   and  driven  to   bankruptcy;    thooeb. 
ia  consequence  cf  the  temporarj  nature  of  the  law, 
he  would  be  precluded  from  its  benefits.    Mr.  B. 
said  he  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  ab> 
such  law.    It  had  the  power  to  pass  a  permau*. . 
and  uniform  law,  and  he  admitted  that  it  bav^. 
power  to  repeal  it;  but  it  had  no  power  to  y: 
bankrupt  law  that  was  not  permanent  and  urtif-^-^ 
Such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was  contemplated  ty  tw*- 
Constitution  would  have  the  tendency  to  prevent  i- 
bankiuptcy;  but  a  temporary  law,  such  as  was  con* 
templated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  wuu.. 
have  the  tendency  to  encourage  babkrupic^, .. 
to  encourage  extravagance  and  specolaiiuu,    ^ 
hope  held  out  that  a  proclamation  of  julil. 
be  made  to  free  debtors  for  the  lime  beir^-  *  " 

power  of  their  creditors. 

If,  then,  this  bani^rupt  law  was  to  he  r^n- 
let  it  be  because  it  #as  inexpedient;  bcan^r 
a  law  ought  never  to  have  been  passed;  tx. 
Heaven's  sake,  do  not  let  it  be  repealed  . 
ground  that  it  has  accomplished  the  «.. , 
which  it  was  enacted. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  manner  of  duuu 
very  much  of  the  influence  which  u.  a.  . 
the  country,  and  was  brought  to  htm  ^ .. 
at  the  time  the  bankrupt  law  was  , 
of  individuals,  who,  if  they  did  noi 
timents  advanced  now  by  his  friei  -^ 
were  yet  willing  to  receive  the  ^  -^^  ^  ^" " 

iB  other  words,  they  were  willin?  'Hi- 
law  should  be  passed  to  relieve  \t>*'- 
embarrassments,  to  be  repealed  or 
time  they  came  to  be  creditorR. 
besought  gentlemen,  therefore 
vote  fur  the  repeal,  to  pot  ih^- 
grounds  than  those  of  bis  fn* 
Let  the  law  be  repealed,  ii  l-  .. 
cause  it  is  a  bad  law;  bat  du 
because  it  was  intended  ab  ^ 
and  because  it  has  fulfilled  . 

But  why  should  ihe  La. 
He  addressed  himself  to 
friends.    What  was  the 
measiire,  in  the  minds  o.' 
of  its  passage?     Wa^  i' 
spective  operation,  viola 
of  the  provisions  of  the  ' 
the  obligation  of  contr 
now  almost  removed. 
law  in  regard  to  old 
and  it  was  now  about  t 
some  and  beneficent 
cases  which  have  ari^ci 
constitutional  objccuu: 
in  force. 

After  some  further 
fng  the  benefits  den  vc\ 
bankrupt  act,  be  con- 
mit  the  bill  to  the  Co  a 
with  instructions  to  br. 
part  of  the  law  provil.-.^ 
cy,  and  to  provide  thai  T 
months  from  the  pastas 

Mr.  B.  said  the   Hnu 
other  branch  of  Congrt 
adopted  calling  upon  ibr  ^. 
formation  in  itiation  to  th' 
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..luns  wtihin 
:  of  Con- 
.  ubi;  nor 
.•  .-diiks  whose 
hy  indj?id- 
.  Lurporator  or 
..  ibem  the  law 
orporalioD,  or 
i«,  and  its  cared- 
■•jeet  to  the  pen- 
apt  law,  ms  much 
A  creditors.    Be* 
«M  all  propositioBs 
.    His  object  was 
■*'l  make  no  distine- 
If  heeoiild  not  get 
>>nf  the  law  altogether, 
the  qaestion,  and  to 
'  *ote,  he  sbonkJ  mo?e 
lie  would  add,  tb%t  if 
^^Mrrass  the  bill  with  eol- 
feat  it.    He  called, 
more  particularly  aa 
lepreaented  had  decided 
'Ihe  coasUtutioBalfiy  of 
>  the  Tote,  and  make  re* 
ttTiew,  he  moved  the 
he  demanded  tellers. 
tt  gentlemen   made 
fentleman  ftom  South 
,  whieh  Were  not  hetrd  at 
'ia  the  confMon,  an  ad> 

the  question,  and  it  pre- 
itive,  and  75  in  the  nega- 

adjourned. 
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L'b^RRIGN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 

it  cii>7'>ns  of  New  York,  remonstrating 

.ae  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  on  the 

bai  its  continuance  will  produce  a  salu- 

(- 1,  by  preventiDg overtrading,  Ac:  reierfed 

'  mmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

^^TCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
'"niifactorers  of  hats,  askii^  Congress  to 

Hp  25  per  cent,  duty  on  imported  furs:  re- 

I)  the  Commiiiee  on  Manufactures. 

PEIELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 

»  •  (ed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas    FiUe- 

tii.  jr.;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec^ 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 
.»ii.  BCMTON  presented  a  petition  frem  Wash- 
u'U  county,  Vermont,  by  W.  Richardson,  pray- 
.  .Le  rep«al  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  aceompa- 
^  ly  a  letter  to  him,  stating  that  the  peeple  of 
.n<  ni  were  as  unanimous  as  theLegislaittre'of 
^late  in  condemning  that  act  Mr.B.  wonld 
the  rfportuniiy  which  the  presematioa  of  this 
"''lition  offiered,  to  declare  that,  holding  the  bank- 
•"npt  act  to  be  unconstitutional  at  six  different 
poiQts,(  the  extinction  of  the  debt  witheutthe  consent 
ot  9  given  majority  of  the  creditors  being  at  the 
head  of  these  points,)  he  would  vote  for  no  repeal 
which  would  permit  the  act  to  eominue  in  ftifce 
lor  the  trial  of  depending  cases,  unless  with  pre- 
vi^iioQs  which  would  bring  the  action  of  the  law 
within  the  Constitution.  To  say  nothing,  at  pres- 
ent, of  other  points  of  unconstitutionality,  he  limit- 
ed himself  to  the  abolition  of  debts  without  the 
consent  of  a  given  majority  of  tbe  creditors.  This, 
he  held,  no  power  in  our  country  can  do.  Congress 
can  only  go  as  far  as  the  bankrupt  sj stems  of 
England  and  other  countries  go;  and  that  is,  to 
require  the  consent  of  a  given  majority  of  the  cred- 
itors (four-fifths  in  number  and  vdue  in  England 
and  Scotland)  and  that  founded  upon  a  judibial  cer- 
tificate of  integrity  by  the  commissioners  who  ex- 
amined the  ca^,  and  approved  afterwards  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Upon  these  principles  only 
could  Congress  act:  npon  these  prineiples  the  Con- 
gress of  1800  acted,  in  making  a  bankrupt  act: 
and  to  these  principles  he  would  endeavor  to 
coirform  the  action  of  the  present  act  to 
long  as  '\i  might  run.  He  held  alt  the  certifi- 
cates granted  by  the  courts  to  be  null  and  void; 
and  that  the  question  of  the  validity  wduld  be  car- 
ried before  the  courts,  and  befove  the  tribunal  of 
piiblic  opinion.  The  MMd  Jidges  de^ed  Ihe 
alien  and  sedition  law  to  be  conatitutiottal.  The 
people  reversed  that  decision,  and  .put  down  the 
men  who  held  it.  -Tniis  bankrupt  ant  was  mu«ft 
more  glaringly  unconstitutional— 4niich  more  im- 
moral—And caUed  more  loudly  upon  the  people  to 
rise  against  it.  If  he  was  a  United  States  jodge, 
he  would  decide  the  act  to  be  unconstitutional.  If 
he  was  a  State  court,  and  one  of  these  certificates 
of  discharge  from  debts  should  be  pleaded  in  bar  be- 
fore him,  on  an  action  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
the  old  debt,  he  would  treat  the  certificate  as  a  nul- 
lity, and  throw  it  out  of  court.  If  commanded  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  resign  first  The 
English  law  held  all  bankrupts,  whose  certificates 
were  not  signed  by  the  given  majoritv  of  the  cred- 
itors, to  be  wMtrfifimttdg  and,  as  such,  he  held  all 
these  to  be  who  had  received  certificates  «n- 
der'our  law.  They  had  no  certificate  of  dis- 
charge from  a  given  majority  of  the  credit- 
ors; and  were,  therefore,  what  the  English 
law  called  **unctrH/Mtd  ftenfcrwpCt."  He  said  the 
bankrupt  sjstems  formed  the  creditors  into  a  part- 
nership for  the  management  of  the  debtor^,  estate, 
and  his  discharge  from  debt;  and,  in  this  partnership, 
a  given  majority  acted  for  the  wholc^^  all  having  the 
same  interest  in  what  was  lost  or  saved;  and,  there* 
fore,  to  be  governed  by  a  given  majority,  doing 
what  was  htsi  for  the  whole.  But  even  to  this 
there  were  linutations.  The  four-fifths  could  not 
release  the  debt  of  the  remaining  fifth,  except  upon 
a  certificate  of  integritv  from  the  commisBioners 
who  uied  the  case,  and  a  final  approval  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  The  law  made  itseU*  party  to  the 
discharge,  as  it  does  in  a  case  of  ditrorce,  and  for 
the  sake  of  good  morals;  and  required  the  judicial 
certificate  of  integrity,  without  which  the  rele^ne 
of  four-fifths  of  tbs  creditors  would  not  eztinguish 
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.the  debt  of  the  other  fifth.  It  is  only  in  this  way 
that  Congress  can  act.  It  can  only  act  acoordiag^ 
ito  the  e&tabli:>hed  piinciples  of  the  bankrupt  i^ys- 
terns.  It  had  no  inherent  or  supreme ,  authoriir 
over  debts.  It  could  not  abolish  det>ts  as  it 
pleased.  It  could  not  ooni^aond  bankruptcy  and 
msolveficy,  a^d  so  get  >hold  of  all  debts,  and 
3weep  them  off  as  it  pleased.  All  this  was  des- 
potism, such  as  only  could  be  k>otied  for  in  a 
iSovemawnt .  whish  )iad  no  limits,  either  on  its 
moral  or  political  {>owers.  The  attempt  to  con- 
.found  insolvency  wid  bankroptcy*  and  f o  make 
Congress :  supreme  over  both,  was  the  most  daring 
jkiiaok  on  the  Constitut&on^  on  the  State  laws,  on 
the  rights  of  proper^,  and  on  public  morals^ 
which  the  history  of  Europe  or  Ai^rica  exhibited. 
.There  was^no  paralled  to  it  in  Europe  or  Ameriea. 
It  was  rcpudiation-^universal  repudiation  of  all 
debts^^^  the  will  of  Ahe  debtor.  The  jaw  waa«ab- 
versive  of  civil  society;  and  he  csll^.ppon  Oon- 
gress,  the  State  L^islatures,  the .  Federal  and 
State  judiciaries — and,  above  all,  the  people^to 
brand  it  for  unconstitutionality  and  immorality^ 
and  to  put  it  down. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  laid  down  the  law,  but  he 
would  refer  to  thefunm  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
law  pro/ided  (or  executing  itself.  These  forms 
were  the  highest  evidences  of  the  law.  They  were 
framed  by  men  learned  in  the  law — approved  by 
the  courts— and  studied  by  the  apprentices  to  the 
law.  They  should  also  be  studied  by  the  journey- 
men—by the  professors — and  by  the  ermined 
jodces.  In  this  case,  especially,  they  ebouYd  be  so 
studied.  Bankruptcy  was  a  branch  of  (he  law  but 
little  studied  in  out  ebuntry.  Tbe  mass  of  the 
community  were  uninformed  apon  it;  and  the  latitu* 
dinarians,  who  could  find  qo  limits  to  the  power  of 
our  Government  were  daringly  presuming  upon  the 
general  ignorance,  by  undertaking  to  confound 
banlmiptey  and  iniiolvency,  and  claiming  for  Con- 
gress a  despotic  power  over  both.  This  daring  at- 
tempt must  be  chastised.  Congress  must  be  driven 
back  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution;  and  for 
that  purpose,  tne  principles  of  the  bankrupt 
systems  must  be  made  known  to  tbe  pepnie.  The 
ftrms  are  one  of  the  best  modes  of  doing  this: 
and  here  are  the  farms  of  a  bankrupt^  certificate 
in  Qreat  Britrn — the  ootmtry  from  WTlich  our 
Constitution  borrowed  the  system.  [Mr.  B.  then 
read  from  Jacobs^s  Law  Dictionary,  title  Bank' 
rupfey,  at  tbe  end  of  the  title,  the  thre§  forms  of 
the  certificates  which  were  necessary  to  release  a 
debtor  from  his  debts.1  The  first  fcrm  was  that  of 
the  commissioners  wno  examined  the  case,  and 
who  certified  to  the  integrity  of  the  bankrupt,  and 
that  he  had  conformed  in  all  particulars  to  me  act. 
The  second  form  was  that  of  the  certificate  of  four- 
fifths  of  his  creditors,  **&llowing  him  to  he  (&»6hargei 
Jrom  his  dihts.^  The  third  was  the  certificate  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  certifying  that  notice  of 
these  two  certificates  having  been  published  for 
twenty-one  davs  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  no 
cause  being  wown  to  the  con^ary,  the  certi- 
ficates granted  by  the  commissioners  and  by 
the  creditors  were  ^  eenyirmed.*'  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  could  the  debtor  be  discharged  from 
his  debts;  aud  with  all  this,  the  act  of  1800  in  the 
United  Sutes  perfectly  agreed,  only  taking  two- 
thirds  instead  of  four-fifhs  of  the  creditors.  Con-^ 
gress  [could  only  absolve  debts  in  this  way,  and 
that  among  the  proper  subjects  of  a  bankrupt  law: 
and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  must  irevolt 
against  any  attempt  to  do  it  in  any  other  form. 
The  prevent  act  was  repudiation— criminal  repudi- 
ation, as  fiir  as  any  one  chose  to*repudiate— and 
must  be  put  down  by  the  community. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Jndidaqr 
Oomaiittee. 

On  motion  x>(  fiir.  PORTER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  fh)m  the  files  of  the  Senate  (for  tfie 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  other  House)  thepa^ 
pera  in  rdation  to  the  claim  of  certain  compfiniea 
of  Michif  an  militia. 

Mr.  KING  presented  to  the  Senate  a  mmnorial 
adopted  hj  the  LegiaWunre  t>f  Alabama,  upon  the 
subject  of  lands  which  had  been  recently  acqniied 
Arom  the  Cherokees,  which,  through  aa  error  ef 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  IjukI  Otfice,  bad 
been  advertised  for  sale  in  January  next,  oontrai| 
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pointed  Messrs.  Linn,  Walker,  Sevier,  Merrick, 
and  Phelps,  to  constitute  said  committee. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  on  leave,  introdaced  a  bill  for 
the  telief  of  Locreiia  Haymaker,  heir  at  law  of 
John  Bown*,  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER  it  was 

Reaolted,  That  (he  Committee  on  the  Pabllc  Lands  be  in- 
Btructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  permitting  the  State  of 
Miwiieippi  to  appropriate  •25.000  01  the  two  percent,  fund  of 
•aid  Stale  towarda  the  completion  of  the  railroad  from  Jaclcaon 
to  Brandon,  on  the  conditions  designated  by  said  State. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  over  one  day,  nnder  the  rule,  viz: 

Resohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  com- 
mudicate  to  the  Senate  (ifnot  incompatible  with  the  public  ii»> 
teresi)  whether  the  amount  due  and  payable  by  Mexico  for  in- 
demnity to  cithwns  of  the  United  States,  under  the  lata 
conveniion,  baa  been  paid  ia  conformtty  with  the  terms  of  said 
convention;  ifnot,  whether  any^  and  what,  measures  have  been 
adopted  by  our  Government  to  obtain  or  enforce  payment;  and 
also,  to  otMain  the  reoogoition  of  such  claims  as  were  submitted 
to,  but  not  finally  acted  upon,  by  the  late  Joint  commission. 

Mr.  HUNTING  rON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  the  bill  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  foreign  merchandise  exported 
in  eriginal  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
in  Mexico. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  a  new  register  to, 
and  to  change  the  name  of,  the  ship  Westehester 
of  New  York,  to  that  of  the  Atlantic  of  New 
York;  which  was  read,  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADQE,  the  papers 
of  Joseph  Robey  were  ordered  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  files  of  the  S«nate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLM ADGB  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  committee  on  behalf  of  claimants  to  indemnity 
for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  Bos- 
worth,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  George 
TayUr,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800:  refer- 
red to  ih6  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Mary 
W.  Harrison,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Harrison,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  resettlement  of  the  accounts  of  her 
late  husband  with  the  Qovemment,  there  being 
many  errors  in  the  former  settlement:  referred  to 
tlw  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

DEATH  OF  Mr.  HABERSHAM. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  to  the  Senate  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Richabd  W.  Habersham,  late  Rep- 
resentative from  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  pass- 
age of  certain  resolutions;  which  message  being 
read, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  ro6e  and  addre.<sed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  la  oSef ing  the  rtsoluiions  which 
it  TS  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  Senate  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  usage  of  this  Chamber  requires  that  I 
should  accompany  them  with  some  notice,  however 
brief,  of  the  character  of  the  deceased— with  soine 
reference,  howe?er  transient,  to  the  event  which 
calls  for  this  ^xprev ion  of  our  sympathy. 

It  would  be  10  tne,  sir,  a  grateful,  though  a 
melancholy  t  ffice,  to  pronounce  the  eulogy  of  my 
departed  friend  and  associate — to  dwell  with  cher- 
ished recollection  on  bis  public  virtoe6 — on  his 
private  worth — above  all,  on  that  benevolence  of 
feeling,  which  was  so  beautifully  exhibited  in  all 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellpw-men.  It  would  be 
my  privilege  to  speak  of  him  thus,  sir;  for  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  associated  with 
him  from  his  earlier  years,  in  relations  of  kindness 
and  amity,  which  experienced  no  solitary  interrop* 
tion  to  the  close  of  his  life;  while,  in  mutually  cherish- 
ing these  feelings,  we  only  lengthened  the  chain 
which  bad  united  our  fathers  in  like  friendly 
bonds*    The  occasion  is,  however,  perhaps,  in- 


appropriate to  the  expre&<ion  of  mere  private  feel- 
ing— and  I  forbear. 

Mr.  Habersham  was  a  native  of  Georgia.  His 
family  name  is  associated  with  the  records  of  her 
colonization^  and  is  honorably  inscribed  on  the 
p«ges  of  h)»r  provincial  annals.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinguished in  each  successive  period  of  her  history, 
and,  unsullied  by  a  spot,  will  now  be  registered  on 
the  stone  which  covers  his  own  remains.  In 
Georgia,  sir,  that  name  is  the  synonyme  of  patri- 
otism, integrity,  and  benevolence. 

Mr.  Habersham  was  born  in  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah— I  think  in  the  year  1786.  He  obtained  his 
collegiate  education  at  Nassau  Hall,  in  New  Jer- 
seys received  the  honors  of  that  institution  in  1805; 
and,  returning  to  his  native  State,  after  the  usual 
course  of  preparatory  study,  was  called  to  the  bar. 
He  was  early  distinguished  among  his  professional 
associates,  and  was  for  a  series  of  years  the  coun- 
sel of  the  United  fikates  in  the  courts  of  that  dis- 
trict. He  retired  from  office,  with^the  applaose  of 
the  people  of  Georgia,  when  the  duties  which  it 
imposed  conflicted  with  his  owu  sense  of  justice 
to  a  portion  of  his  fellow-citiiens.  He  served  with 
reputation  in  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, and  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native  State, 
and  has  been  twice  honored  by  ji  seat  in  the  coun-> 
oils  of  the  Union.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary 
to  say  to  those  to  whom  I  address  myself,  that  his 
duties  here  have  been  discharged  with  zeal  and 
fidelity,  with  assiduity  and  intelligence,  and 
in  a  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit,  which,  even  amid 
the  conflicts  of  party,  secured  to  him  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  his  associates.  He  died  at  his  own 
residence  in  Georgia,  on  the  9d  instant,  at  a  mo- 
ment when,  but  for  the  disease  which  had  pros- 
trated him,  he  would  have  been  hastening  to  unite 
with  us  in  the  duties  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Habebsbam  has  now  closed  his  earthly 
labors.  Hereafter,  among  us,  he  lives  only  in  the 
memory  of  his  virtues.  These  will  be  long  held 
ia  grateful  remembrance  by  those  to  whom  be  was 
most  intimately  known.  The  recollection  of  them 
will,  I  trust,  assuage  the  sorrows  of  the  widowed 
parmer  of  his  life,  and  of  that  group  of  orphans 
who  are  clustering  around  her  in  this  hour  of 
anguish. 

But  Mr.  Habkbsham  yet  lives.  The  record  of 
this  probationary  life,  as  to  him,  indeed,  is  closed 
forever.  But  he  has  gone,  in  the  immortality  of 
his  being,  to  render  his  account  to  his  Creator  and 
his  Judge.  It  remains  to  us  to  hope  that  he  may  find 
acceptance  in  that  solemn  hour  through  the  ato- 
ning blood  of  the  Redeemer;  and  to  inscribe  on  our 
own  hearts  the  monitory  lesson  which  this  event 
is  calculated  to  impart. 

Mr.  B.  closed  by  offering  the  usual  resolutions 
in  testimony  of  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  and  authorizing  the  wear- 
ing of  crape;  which  were  read,  and  unanimously 
adopted;  and,  in  accordance  with  which,  the  Senate 
forthwith  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  19, 1843. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  presented  the 
petition  of  Nathaniel  MitohtU,  praying  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  experiment  of 
extracting  turpentine,  in  profitable  abundance,  from 
the  pine  forest  trees  t>ordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  ef  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Patterson,  and  43  oihers,  ship  mas- 
ters and  merchants  of  Belfast,  Maine,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  beacons,  sphidley,  and  buoys,  on  the 
Muscle  ridges  in  Peaobecot  Bay,  as  will  render  its 
navigation  more  safe.! 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  Drinkwater,  and 
26  others,  of  Lineolnrille,  for  the  same. 

Alro,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jones,  and  40  oth- 
ers, of  Camden,  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Leach,  and  61 
others,  of  Prospect,  for  the  same. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  of  Georgia  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

The  present  Congress,  it  is  believed,  baa  of- 
tener  performed  the  paiaful  duty  of  announcing 
the  death  of  im  members,  than  any  whidi,  has 
preceded  it  under  the  Gofemment.    In  the  first 


week  of  our  session,  we  were  called  upon  to  pajr 
the  las)  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  ob» 
who  died  on  his  way  to  the  scat  of  Government,  to 
resume  his  duties  as  a  member  of  this  body;  and 
to-day,  the  daty  has  devolved  upon  me  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  House  the  mournful  intelligence  which 
has  reached  us,  of  the  death  of  another  memt>er  of 
this  branch  of  the  National  Legislature.  For  some 
time  we  entertained  hopes  that  the  rumor  of  his 
death  was  unfounded;  or,  at  most,  premature.  But 
it  is  at  length  reduced  to  painful  certainty  that 
Richard  W.  Habersham  is  no  more.  He  has 
finished  his  course  on  earth;  his  seat  in  this 
hall  is  vacant;  and  he  now  sleeps  in  the  aileat 
tomb.  His  constitution  being  naturally  feeble^ 
and  his  health  somewhat  impaired  when  he 
first  took  his  seat  as  i  member  of  this  body— 
added  to  the  severity  of  the  climate,  and  his  kbo* 
rioos  and  close  attention  to  his  duties,  whidi 
was  more  than  he  was  able  to  endure — brought  on 
a  disease,  which  has  only  terminated  in  his  dem^ 
which  painful  event,  as  we  are  informed,  took 
place  at  his  residence  in  Habersham  conn^, 
Georgia,  on  the  second  day  of  this  month,  snr^ 
rounded  by  his  family  and  friends.  Mr.  HaBsn* 
SHAM  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most  honora- 
ble and  distinguished  families  in  Georgia.  Ho 
was  endowed  with  more  t|ian  ordinary  powers  of 
mind,  which  was  enlarged  and  cultivated  by  a  lib- 
eral education.  Being  thus  qualified,  he  earljr  en- 
gaged in  public  life,  and,  by  a  long  course  of  vp» 
right  conduct  and  unbending  integrity,  be  aoqaiicd 
a  degree  of  confidence  which  few  attain,  and  (what 
is  sUU  more  rare)  which  he  never  abused.  He  has 
occupied  stations  of  honor  and  trust,  both  asdar 
the  Federal  and  State  Gh)vernnients,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  to  the  f^U  requisitions  of  the 
law,  and  entire  satisfaction  of  those  with  whom  be 
had  official  transaction. 

In  1833  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  continued  in  that  character  until  his  deaUu 
To  you,  sir,  and  his  associates  here,  I  need  say 
nothing.  You  have  witnessed  his  coarse;  yon  ap- 
preciate bis  worth  as  a  man,  and  his  usefulness  as 
a  member  of  this  body.  And  notwithstanding  the 
political  asperity  of  the  times  during^  which  he  has 
been  a  member — and  althoogh  he  has  been  firm 
and  unwavering  in  his  political  course — ^yet  I  be- 
lieve he  never  indulged  in  a  sentiment,  or  snflTered 
an  expression  to  escape  his  lips,  at  which  even  the 
most  sensitive  political  opponent  could  justly  take 
exception.  His  errors  and  infirmities,  if  any  be 
had— and  none  are  faultless — "were  of  the  head,  and 
not  of  the  heart.**  He  was  amiable,  generous,  and 
forgiving  in  his  disposition;  his  home  was  the 
centre  of  kindness  and  hospitality;  and  his  hand 
ever  open  to  the  calls  of  charity.  It  may  be  said 
of  him,  and  can  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that 
he  has  gone,  and  left  not  an  enemy  behind  him. 
In  his  lamented  death,  Gkoigia  has  lost  one  of  her 
most  useful,  virtuous,  and  talented  citizens— one  of 
her  most  distinguiaiied,  patriotic,  and  cherished 
sons;  and  his  family  have  sustained  a  loss  wfaicb 
cannot  be  repaired  by  time.  "May  that  Being  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  iamb,"  comfort  and 
sustain  them  In  this,  their  deep  aflliction;  and  may 
this  memento  of  our  mortality  make  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  our  hearts,  and  cause  us 
well  to  consider  the  admonition  addressed  to  us  in 
the  word  of  truth,  which  is  enforced  by  this  solemn 
dispensation — "Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  sndi  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  son  of  man  cometh.** 

Mr.  G.  then  offered  the  usual  resolution,  viz: 
that  the  members,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  go  into  mourning,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days; 
which  was  adopted;  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  hiat  memory, 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

TuBSDAT,  December  SO,  1843. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
W.  Thompson,  widow  of  the  late  Coleael  lliomp- 
soD,  prayii^  compensation  for  certain  militafy 
▼ices  of  her  late  husband,  which  remain 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  petilioa  (foif 
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Jobn  Bronaagh'^nd  Archibald  Fiemtng,  prtying 
indeBiity  for  losses  sustained  in  carrying  tbe 
United  Stales  mail,  in  conseqoence  of  the  destroc- 
lioa  of  a  part  of  the  Potomac  bridge  by  a  fresbei: 
referred  to  the  Crommittee  on  the  Post  Officftand 
Put  Roads. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  Wm. 
A.  Weifer,  praying  compensatioii  for  work  done 
ia  preparing  at  the  State  Department  the  sixth  cea- 
SQSof  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Committee 
oa  tbe  Jadkiary. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Board  of  fnteraal  lmpro?emeni  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  prayioji  an  extension  of  the  time  altoAr- 
ed  by  law  for  laying  down  railroad  iron  imported 
free  of  dntj:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 


On  motion  of  Bf  r.  LINN,  tbe  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  John  B  Bf  cKown  were  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Platte  connty,  Missouri,  praying  that  a  perma- 
nent agent  might  he  appointed,  to  reside  at  Wes- 
ton, or  some  other  convenient  point  in  Missonri, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  parchasiDg,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  such  quantity  of 
vater-roited  hemp  as  might  be  required  for  tbe  use 
of  the  (Government:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Attleboroogh,  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the 
ine  of  |1,000  may  be  refunded  to  General  Jack- 
$00:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
etary. 

Mr.  McR.  also  presented  a  ptetition  from  Jobn 
Dawson,  pension  agent,  Springfield,  I Ilinob,  ask- 
ing compensation  for  his  services  as  agent:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  f^om  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Appalacbicola,  Flori- 
da, praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  two  new  light-hotifes  on  that 
coast,  for  the  accommodation  of  commerce;  and 
abo  for  the  const  ruction  of  a  marine  hospital:  re* 
fierred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONRAD,  tbe  petition  and 
papers  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser,  for  the 
confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  in  Mobile,  were 
ordered  lo  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  ta  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Abo,  oti  bis  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  with- 
draw from  tbe  files  the  petition  and  papers  of  Wil- 
liam Dii6uy8. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  from  Asahel 
Brainerd,  of  Cayuga  connty,  Ohio,  for  an  exten^ 
Mon  of  pension:  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sk>os. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  be  some  time  since  pre- 
sent^ to  the  Senate  a  petition,  which  was  now  be- 
fore tbe  Committee  on  Claim?,  from  Nimrod  Far- 
row, and  Richard  Harri^^,  praying  compensation  for 
constructing  a  fort  in  Mobile  bay.  He  now  pre- 
8ca*ed  a  petition  from  Israel  Ketchnm,  a  sub-con- 
tractor uBd<*r  those  persons,  praying  that  Congress, 
in  making  an  appropriation  for  tbe  purpose,  may 
Dot  disregard  the  interests  of  the  snb^contraciors: 
referred  to  the  Cnmmiitee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BATARD  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
President  and  Directors  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropbtis,  praying  that  their  charter  may  be  modified 
in  such  manner  as  they  suggest,  and  which  expe- 
rience has  pointed  out  to  be  necessary:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Edward 
Earle,  who  is  desirous  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  should  purchase  the  right  for  using 
his  patent  for  preserving  wood,  which  he  alleges 
is  mudk  t»etter  than  the  present  mode  of  doing  it, 
with  corrosive  snbUmate:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  NaYltl  Atfairs. 

Oa'tnotionof  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  it 
WAS  ordered  that  the  petition  and  papers  of 
IfarH^aiii  Kin«bury,  for  a  pension,  be  taken 
frolnfhe  fiMof  the  Sienate,  and  referred  to  the 
CMii^Mr  ott  Pendons. 


Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Hetty 
Foj^clt^  the  widow  of  John  D.  Alveys,  for  a  pen-, 
sion:  referred  to  tbe  Commit  fee  on  Pensions. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  SBVIER,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Murphy  be  taken  from 
the  files,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

BILLS  AND  REPORTS. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Naibaniel  Pryor,  deceased; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Icdian  Affairs. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  surrender  to 
the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  the  alternate 
sections  of  certain  public  lands,  (reported  as  not 
worth  the  expenses  of  survey,)  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  tbe  value  of  tbe  pubbc  domain  con- 
tiguous; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  bad  been  referred  tbe  petition  of 
Henry  duackenboss  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  and  compromise  with  any  of  the 
sureties  on  the  bonds  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  tbe  port  of  New  York;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Baibara  Spear,  the  widow  of  John  Spear, 
late  aninvalid  pensioner;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions. 

AUo,  on  leave,  iniroduced  a  bill  for  regulating 
tbe  currency  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  making 
compensation  to  pension  agents;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  continue  tbe 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Pension^;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe  Conimittee  <m  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  PULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Arkan- 
8a{$,Loui<>iana,  and  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands 
heretofore  appropriated  for  school  purposes  in 
those  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Jtt« 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  tbe  accouBis  of  Joseph  Nourse;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  Second  rex  ding. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing  of 
the  Uad-mineral  lands  in  the  State?  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  the  Territories  ol  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa,  and  .for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  viz. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.  R.  Yienne;  and 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Epbiaim  B  Dixon. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  till  for  tbe 
relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and  others,  directors  of  an 
association  called  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Comnai)y;  «bicb  was  read  twite,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  for  a  privateer  pension; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  in  favor  of  printing  the  annual  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  tbe  General  Land  Office; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  tbe  Senate;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  five  hun- 
dred copies  additional  of  said  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

CLAIMANTS. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  move  that  the  memorial  and  papers  of  Sam- 
uel Brown,  late  naval  officer  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  praying  compensation  for  extra  services,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred. 

Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  a  verbal  report  had  been 
made  against  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate  previous  to  the  passage  of 


the  rule  of  the  last  session,  which  provided  tbitt 
whenever  a  claim  shall  have  been  reported  againsf, 
in  writing,  by  either  of  tbe  standing  committeee. 
and  the  report  concurred  in  by  tbe  Senate,  it  should 
not  be  in  order  to  present  that  claim  to  the  consid- 
eration ef  the  Senate,  ej^eept  upon  a  new  petition 
from  the  claimant  pointing  out  an  error  in  the  de- 
cision of  tbe  committee,  or  presenting  new  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim.  Mr.  H.  did  not  know 
what  course  to  take  with  reference  to  this  claim, 
and  wi.^hed  to  have  the  sezlse  of  tbe  Senate  whether 
its  preventation  was  admissible  under  the  rule; 
tbe  report  against  it  being  but  a  verbal  one,  and  that 
having  been  made  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
rule. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  hereto- 
fore the  mle  had  been  construed  as  restrospeotive 
in  its  operation;  but  in  this  ease  a  furrier 
question  wa^presented-^wbether  tbe  rule,  whidi 
required  a  written  report  to  be  made,  should  be 
eonstrued  to  exclude  eases  upon  which  verbal  re- 
ports only  were  made. 

A  dtscnssion  here  arose,  as  to  the  proper  eon- 
stmetion  of  the  rule,  in  which  Messrs.  HUNT- 
INGTON,  LINN.  KING, '  CLAYTON>  and 
PHELPS  participated,  maintaining  that  the  rule 
was  intended  to  be  retrospective  in  its  operation,  to 
prevent  the  re-presentation  of  those  old  eases  so  fre- 
quently reported  against;  but  were  willing  to  mate 
an  exception  to  this  case,  upon  which  a  verbal  re- 
port only  was  made,  when  a  written  report  was  re^ 
qnired  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  difficulty  could  be 
avoided  by  -  admitting  this  petition  by  unanimoue 
censent,  on  the  ground  of  non  compliance  with  the 
rule,  whioh  required  a  written  report;  and  then  to 
amend  tbe  rule,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Frblps,]  to  make  all  cases  admissi- 
ble, upon  which  no  written  report  bad  been  made. 

This  suggestion  was  yielded  to,  and  the  petition, 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  ^rom  the  files,  and  re* 
ferred. 

Mr.  PHELPS  submitted  the  following: 

Tliat  the  rule  of  tlie  Senate  adopted  on  the26th  ofJanuAfr, 
1842,  t>e  amended  by  the  following:  Pr<roidcdt  That  this  rolft 
shall  001  extend  to  any  cases  whereon  adverse  reports,  not  in 
writing,  may  have  been  made  previous  to  the  said  26th  day  of 
January,  1842. 

This  amendment  lies  over  one  day,  under  the 
rules. 

The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  Conrad  was 

taken  up  and  adopted,  viz: 

JZesolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whrther  any,  and  what,  amount 
of  money  has  been  refunded  to  ctahnants  in  virtue  of  tbe  act 
entitled  *'An  act  in  relation  to  lands  held  in  the  Greensbuig 
(late  St.  Helena)  district^in  the  State  orLoui8iana,and  authoris- 
ing the  reeurvey  of  certain  lards  in  said  district,"  approved 
Augu0t  29, 1812;  whether,  in  any  cases,  thp  claimaota  naye  re- 
ceived reimbursement  of  the  price  paid  by  them  for  lands  la 
complying,  or  offering  to  comply,  with  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  such  reimbursement  has  been  refused,  and  the  reasons 
for  such  refusal;  aud  whether  any,  and  what,  proceediogs  have 
taicen  place  under  said  act. 

THE  AFRICAN  SaUADRON. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bwr- 
TON  some  days  ago,  was  taken  up  for  oonsideitr^ 
tioa: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate whether  the  quintuple  treaty,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade, has  been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  Uio 
United  States  in  anv  form  whatever;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  for 
wliat  purpose;  and  what  answer  may  have  iMsen  returned  ta> 
such  communication.  Also,  to  communicate  to  i;tae  Senate  aJl 
the  information  which  may  have  been  received  bv  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  going  to  show  that  the  ^^courae  which 
thi»  Oovemmeni  might  take  tn  relation  to  seUd  treaty  haa 
excited  no  email  degree  ofattentian  and  discuaaion  in  Bu- 
rope."  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  hnw  far  the  ''warm  animad- 
versions," and  "the  great  political  excitement"  which  tliis  trea- 
ty has  caused  in  Europe,  nave  any  application  or  reference  to 
these  United  States.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  that  *'/Ae/au'«  and  the  obligatioru^'  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  suppres8ion|oT  the  slave^rade  would 
t>e  ^'executed  by  others"  if  we  did  not  **remove  their  pretest 
and  motive  for  violating  our  Jlag  and  executing  our  tocot,*' 
by  entering  into  the  stipulations  for  the  African  squadron,  and 
the  remonstrating  sentences  which  are  contained  in  the  Stnand 
9th  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty.  And.  also,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  all  the  Correspondence  which  may  have  l>eeQ 
received  from  our  ministers  abroad,  having  relation  to  the  fore- 
going points  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  if  the  Senator  from  Bfls» 
souri  intended  to  make  any  remarks  on  t^e  snb-^ 
ject? 

Mr.  BENTON  intimated  that  he  did  not  con- 
ceive any  necessary,  nnlesecalled  for  in  reply. 

Iffr.  AROHBR  said  be  believed  he  could  ^iq 
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the  Senator  Jrom  Missoori  all  the  ioforffiation  that 
he  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  by  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution.  The  Senator  would  perceive,  by 
reference  to  the  message  of  the  Presideiit,  of  Au- 
gust last,  communicaiiDg  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain » that  an  answer  to 
the  first  branch  of  his  interrogatories  was  there 
given.  The  President  had  there  declared  that  the 
quintuple  treaty  bad  not  been  communicated  to 
this  Government  bj  any  of  the  parties  to  that 
treaty.  It  was  very  true,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  got  information  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  treaty,  as  seemed  to  bt  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  various  Governments  of  Europe;  but 
it  bad  not  yet  been  officially  communicated. 

As  to  the  other  matters  inquired  for  by  the  reso- 
lution, the  same  answer  would,  he  thought,  equally 
apply  to  them'.  The  Government  had  no  other 
means  of  obtaining  information,  than  that  pos- 
sessed by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  himself. 
It  was  within  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator himself,  that — in  consequence,  perhaps,  of  the 
importance  of  the  treaty  itself,  or,  perhaps,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  attention  which  had  been  attracted 
to  it  by  General  Cass — ^it  had  become  a  subject  6f 
disGjission  and  of  animadversion  throughout  Eu- 
rope, as  well  as  the  United  States. 

The  next  branch  of  inquiry  contained  in  the  res- 
olution, as  he  (Mr.  Archsr)  understood  i%  was  in 
relation  to  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  Stales  as  to  the 
course  which  this  Qovernment  ought  to  pursue  in 
reference  to  the  slave-trade.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would 
at  least  presume  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  indifferent,  as  he  himself  was,  as  to 
the  opinions  entertained  by  the  President  upon  this 
subject;  and  he  would  therefore  submit  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  whether  there  could  be  any  propriety 
or  necessity  for  asking  these  opinions.  He  would 
ask,  then,  inasmuch  as  there  bad  been  no  official 
oommunication  on  the  subject  between  this  and 
any  foreign  Government,  wherefore  should  a  call 
be  made  for  information  which  could  not  be  ren- 
dered? The  President  had  merely  expre^ed  an 
opinion  that  it  was  best  to  execute  oar  own  laws, 
and  not  submit  to  the  indignity  of  having  them  ex- 
ecuted for  us  by  other  nations. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  was  sure,  would 
concur  with  him,  that  as  there  were  no  facts  in  the 
p(»se5sion  of  the  Executive,  which  were  not  equal- 
ly in  the  possesjiion  of  the  Senator  himself,  tbtre 
could  be  no  necessity  for  the  resolution  of  inquiry. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  honorable  Senator  would 
be  willing  that  the  motion  which  he  was  now  about 
to  make,  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  should 
prevail. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  AacHaa  J  and  said  hi«  resolution  of 
inquiry  was  founded  upon  the  President's  m«sisage 
of  AQgust  last,  recommending  the  ratification  of 
the  British  treaty;  and  all  the  points  of  inquiry 
made  by  him  were  found  in  that  message.  He 
would  have  made  the  call  at  the  last  session,  when 
the  treaty  was  ratified;  but  there  was  no  time  for 
it.  The  treaty  came  at  the  end  of  a  nine  months' 
session,  in  the  midst  of  the  dog-days,  and  when 
there  was  no  time  for  inquiries.  But  the  appro- 
priations for  the  treaty  were  still  to  be  made;  and 
the  information  he  wanted,  would  be  used  when 
the  supplies  for  the  African  squadron  were  de- 
manded. The  message  says  the  quintuple  alliance 
was  not  (ffldally  communicated  to  the  Government. 
This  implies  that  it  was  nnefficially  communi- 
cated; and  iif  so,  the  country  ought  to  know  by 
whom,  and  for  what  purpose.  The  message 
speaks  of  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that  treaty,  as 
being  the  sul^'ect  of  attention  and  discussion  in 
Europe;  and  teU«  us  of  warm  animadversions,  and 
great  political  excitement,  in  relation  to  it.  Of 
course,  it  is  the  parlies  to  this  quintuple  treaty— the 
holy  allies — who  are  giving  us  this  attention,  and 
making  us  the  subject  of  this  discussion;  who  be- 
stow this  animadversion,  and  experience  this  great 
ezcitement;~and  it  is  certainly  right  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  should  know  what  all  this 
portends;  and  how  far  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  are  taken  into  the  keeping  of  the  holy 
allies.  The  message  also  presents,  as  an  ar- 
mament for   the   African   squadron,  that  others 


would  execute  eur  laws  if  we  did  not;  and 
execute  them  in  a  way  fb  violate  our  flag. 
This  is  presented  as  an  argument, to  operate  on 
the  mind  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  rati- 
fication, when  it  might  be  an  argument  against 
carrying  it  into  effect;  for  this  country  was  not  to 
be  dragooned  into  an  alliance.  The  whole  case, 
as  made  out  in  the  President's  message  of  August 
last,  went  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  had  taken 
our  conduct  into  their  consideration;  and  that  Great 
Britain  was  going  to  execute  our  laws  for  us,  if 
we  did  not  execute  them  ourselves;  and  that  this 
squadron  and  these  remonstrating  ambassadors 
were  the  price  which  we  paid  to  appease  ihe  holy 
allies,  and  to  escape  seaich  from  Great  Britain. 
This  was  the  aspect  of  the  message;  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  there  were  facts  to  justify  it*  If 
there  were,  be  thought  it  a  case  for  resistance,  not 
for  submission. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  say  a  single  word,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  to  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, and  to  the  Senate.  He  presumed  no  one 
would  contend  that  it  comported  with  the  dignity  of 
thai  body  to  make  a  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
information,  when  they  were  sufficiently  advised 
that  no  infbrmation  could  be  obtained.  And,  to  be 
convinced  that  none  could  be  obtained,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  message  of  the  President. 
What,  then,  was  the  object  of  this  resolution? 
Was  it  a  resolution  of  criminaiioni  The  Senator 
was  informed  that  there  had  been  no  communica- 
tion made  to  this  GK)vernment  by  the  parties  to  the 
quintuple  ireatj:  how,  then,  could  he  expect  to  ob- 
tain the  information  he  asked? 
[Mr.  A.  here  read  a  portion  of  the  message.] 
He  would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  him- 
self, whether  it  was  not  just  as  much  within  his 
own  knowledge,  as  within  that  of  theGh>veroment, 
that  there  had  been  warm  animadversions  and 
strong  political  excitement  throughout  Europe  in 
relation  to  that  treaty.  It  had  l^en  in  France — 
o'je  of  the  greatest  nations  in  the  world — a  subject 
of  such  violent  political  excitement,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  actually,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
determined  to  renounce  all  participation  in  it. 
Could  there  be  any  higher  evidence  than  this  that 
the  comments  of  the  President  were  founded  upon 
the  facts  connected  with  this  subject?  Was  there 
anything  more  notorious  than  tlie  high  state  of  po- 
litical excitement  which  this  very  subject  bad  pro- 
duced in  Europe?  The  President  had  stated  this 
fact,  and  given  his  own  opinion  upon  it.  And  he 
(Mr.  A.)  confessed  he  thought  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  would  have  concurred  with  him 
in  the  opinion,  that  if  they  were  to  have  laws  or 
provisions  formed  in  reference  to  their  obligations 
towards  other  nations,  they  should  at  least  take  up- 
on«  themselves  the  execution  of  those  laws.  Did 
the  honorable  Senator  desire  to  be  understood  a^ 
urging  it  as  a  ground  of  demerit  in  the  President, 
that  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should  be  the 
sole  executors  of  our  own  laws — that  we  should 
ourselves  give  them  force  and  efficacy?  Did  the 
mere  expression  of  this  abstract  opinion  involve 
the  inference  which  the  honorable  Senator  intend- 
ed to  draw,  that  there  had  been — what?  That 
there  had  been  efforts  on  the  part  of  thisGh)vernment 
to  obtain  assistance  froin  other  powers  in  the  exe- 
cution of  our  own  laws?  There  was  not  the  least 
ground  for  such  a  presumption.  ' 

How  could  the  Government,  by  any  possibility, 
furnish  the  evidence  demanded  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  when  they  were  told  by  the  Executive 
that  he  had  had  no  negotiations  upon  the  subject 
with  any  power  whatever?  There  being,  then,  no 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Government 
going  to  answer  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution, he  wonld  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  it  was  fl*  that  they  should  send  a  crimina- 
tory or  a  vindictive  resolution  to  the  President.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator,  if  it  was 
really  information  that  he  sought.  The  lM)norable 
Senator  knew  full  well  therje  was  no  information 
that  he  could  receive.  His  object,  then,  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
must  suppose  was  meraly  to  utter  a  denunciation 
against  the  Executive.  This  being  bis  view  of  the 
case,  he  felt  boand  to  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 


Mr.  KING  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  its  consideration,  and,  in  the  mean  lime, 
order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  heinfei»cled  no  diaeoartesy 
towards  any  iionorable  Senator;  and  if  any  one 
desired  to  discuss  the  resolution  further,  be  woukl 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  wanted  the  in* 
formation,  not  for  crimination,  but  for  use  on  the 
discussion  of  the  appropriation.  Every  thing  ia 
relation  to  the  origin  and  cause  of  this  African 
squadron  would  then  be  wanting;  for  he,  for  one, 
meant  to  resist  the  appropriations  for  this  African 
crasade.  He  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  AacHsa]  was  mistaken  in  supposing  thai  he 
wanted  the  opinions  of  the  Administration.  Not 
80.  He  had  their  opinions  in  the  August  measage; 
and  he  wished  to  see  whether  they  bad  any  facts 
for  the  opinions  they  then  delivered.  He  wished 
to  see  if  the  holy  allies  were  animadverting  upon 
us,  and  whether  Great  Britain  intended  to  search 
our  ships  if  we  did  not  join  her  in  the  Afriean  alli- 
ance.  This  seemed  io  be  the  opinion  of  the  Admin- 
istration; and  Mr.  B.  wished  to  see  if  they  had  any 
foundation  for  it.  With  this  view,  he  called  for 
all  the  information  they  possessed,  and  especially 
for  ihe  correspondence  of  our  ministers  abroad. 
He  felt  certain  that  those  ministers  must  have  writ- 
ten on  the  subject.  It  could  not  be  suppoeed  that 
the  President  had  founded  his  communication  to 
theJSenate  on  coffee- house  discussions,  or  on  news- 
paper discussions,  or  even  on  the  debates  of  the 
French  Chambers:  there  was  nothing  in  all  that  to 
alarm  us,  or  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  were  oc- 
cupying themselves  with  our  affairs.  The  Presi- 
dent must  have  had  official  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  even  if  be  had  no  official  communication 
of  the  treaty:  and  he  wished  to  see  that  corres- 
pondence. He  had  a  right  to  see  U,  and  should  in- 
sist upon  his  right. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  paragraphs  from  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  August  last;  and  argued  that 
every  inquiry  was  bottomed  upon  the  message,  and 
proper  for  the  information  of  Congress  and  the 
country.    The  paragraphs  were  as  follows: 

"It  ia  known  that,  in  December  laat,  a  H^^  waaeifped  in 
London,  b^  the  repreeentatiTee  of  England,  Fiance,  Ruani, 
Prussia,  and  Austria,  haring  for  its  profesMd  object  a  strong 
and  united  efTori  of  the  five  pon era  to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic. 
This  treaty  was  not  pfficiaily  communicaied  to  the  Gorei nineat 
of  the  United  States;  but  its  provieions  and  stipulations  ararap* 
posed  to  hb  accurately  Irnown  to  the  public  It  is  aodeniaM 
to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  partof  Fcaoce. 

"No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this  Gkivem* 
ment  to  become  party  to  this  treaty;  but  the  course  it  na^kt 
take  in  regard  to  it,  haa  excited  no  small  degree  of  attention , 
and  discuosionin  Europe,  a»  the  principU  upon  which  it  is 
founded,  and  the  atipulations  ufhtth  it  contains^  have  coMsed 
warm  animeidversiona  and  great  poKtical  excitement, 

*'In  my  messai^  at  tiie  commencement  of  the  present  seMies 
of  Congreas,  I  endeavored  to  state  the  principlea  which  this 
Government  suppertn  respecting  the  right  of  search  and  the 
immunity  of  flags.  Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles 
Ailly,  at  the  same  time  that  eztsikig  obligationa  riioold  l»e  fol* 
filled,  I  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dig* 
nity  of  the  country  that  it  should  execute  its  own  iatos,  ana 
perform  its  own  obUgationa.  by  its  own  means  anditsoum 
power.  The  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vdmbIs 
of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purpose,  exp 
cept  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  natiooBV 
under  whatever  reatrainta  or  reierulattons  it  mav  take  place,  may 
lead  todancerous  results.  //  is  far  better^  by  other  means, 
to  supersede  any  supposed  ntcessity^  or  any  motive,  for  such 
examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel 
by  an  armed  cntiser.  ia  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  nx  to 
touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  sm  to  affect  the  inter' 
ests  of  indi  viduals.  It  has  been  tkoug/U,  therefore,  expedient, 
not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stiptdations  of  the  treaty  of 
Ohent,  out,  at  the  same  time,  as  removing  aU  pretext  on  ike. 
part  of  others  for  violating  the  immunities  of  the  American 
flag  upon  thaaeas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defisied  by  the  lata  of 
Tuttions,  to  enler  into  the  ar tides  rww  submitted  to  the  Senate, 

Mr.  B.  said  these  paragraphs  presented  grave 
matter  fur  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  and 
the  country.  They  were  gravely  presented  to  the 
Senate,  to  influence  its  action  on  the  treaty;  and, 
from  the  case  which  they  present,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  this  squadron  is  our  trihute  in  men  and 
ships  to  appease  the  holy  allies,  and  to  prevent 
Great  Britain  from  searching  us.  It  is  clear,  from 
these  paragraphs,  that  this  five  years*  alliance  is  the 
price  which  we  pay  for  these  favors.  Now,  it 
might  or  it  might  not  be  so.  In  either  event,  we 
have:  a  right  to  know;  and  in  either  event,  the  ad- 
ministration is  on  the  horn  of  a  dilemsuu  If  the 
holy  allies  and  Great  Britain  are  going  to  take  as 
in  hand  if  we  do  not  give  them  this  squad- 
ron, then  it  waa  cowardice  and  national  degra* 


COJVORESSIOIVAL.  OliOBE. 


PUBLISHED  BY  BLAIR  AND  RIVES,  AT  ONE  DOLLAR  PER  SESSION,  IN  ADVANCE. 


27tu  Cono 3d  Sess. 


SATURDAY.  DECEMBER  24.  184:^ 


VOLUMB  12««**No.  5. 


Continued  from  jATo.  4. 
datioB  to  giire  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  holy 
tlhes  have  no  designs  upon  as,  and  Qreat  Britain 
has  no  design  lo  search  as,  if  we  do  not  search 
oorsdves,  then  the  S^ate  has  been  trifled  with, 
and  eoi^erations  brought  to  bear  upon  them 
wUeh  have  no  foondaticn  in  fact.  In  either  case, 
we  have  a  right  to  know  the  facts.  Has  Great 
Britain  threatened  ntfi  Have  the  holj  allies  taken 
our  condnet  in  hand?  These  are  the  qoestions 
which  arise  on  the  Presidents  message;  and  let  as 
have  them  aaswered.  Let  us  have  ihe  correspond- 
ence of  onr  ministers,  if  there  is  any.  Does  tiie 
Senator  from  Virginia  undertake  to  8ay  for  the  ad* 
miaisiraiiott,  that  they  have  no  such  correspoa- 
deocel  [Mr.  ABCBKa,  was  understood  to  answer 
Bfgatively.]  Then  let  the  administration  answer ! 
As  the  case  now  stands^  we  have  given  this 
squadron  under  a  threat^ — under  the  threat  of 
seeing  Great  Britain  execute  our  anti-slave-trade 
laws  for  as,  if  we  do  not  execute  them  ourselves; 
upon  the  same  principle  that  she  executes  our  neu- 
trality laws  for  us  on  the  Canadian  frontier.  The 
excuse— -nOt  not  the  excuse  I  for  she  does  not  de- 
soeiidtoexeuse,but  boldly  justifiesl^tbe  justification 
for  the  attack  on 'the  Caroline  was,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  did  not,  or  could  not,  execute  its  own 
laws  on  that  frontier;  and,  therefore.  Great  Britain 
was  under  the  necessity  of  executing  them  for  us. 
Thb  is  the  language  with  respect  to  the  Canada 
frontier;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  message,  we 
ba? e  the  same  language  in  relation  to  the  coast  of 
Africa.  By  land  and  by  water — at  home  and 
abroad — Great  Britain  undertakes  to  execute  our 
laws  for  us, and  to  puoish  our  citizens  for  us!  and, 
from  the  termination  of  the  Schlosser  affair, 
aiid  this  African  tribute  in  men  and  ships,  it  seems 
that  the  present  Administration  admits  her  preten- 
sion in  both  cases.  But,  let  us  see.  Let  us  have 
the  facts*-*the  correspondence;  and  let  the  country 
jodge  whether  we  have  rrally  been  menaced,  or 
whether  oux  Administration  have  taken  fright  at 
nothiog. 

Illr.  ARCHER  assenting  to  the  suggestion  of 
postponing  the  resolution  to  Thursday,  on  motion 
to  that  effect,  the  resolution  was  postponed  to 
lliatsdav  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  there  was  a 
bill,  which  the  House  had  passed,  now  on  the  ta- 
ble awaiting  the  action  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped 
there  woold  be  no  objection  to  taking  it  up  with  a 
view  to  reference. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  in  relation  lo 
the  lands  granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in 
the  Slate  of  Kentucky  (amendatory  of  the  law) 
was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MLr.  WRIGE^  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Riatdrndj  TbMthe  Conimiite»on  Reirenchmentbeinatruaed 
lomqtiiieaiidieportto  theSetfatethe  nnmlierorclerlcsofcoin- 
bbAm  Wk>  have  tMen  appointed  and  paid  out  of  the  contin« 
gent  fvaMfthe  Saoate,  during  the  laai  and  present  Congraw; 
the  aounutf  so  paid  lo  sncii  clerks,  and  the  rate  of  componsa- 
tM»;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  other  inode;can,  in  the  opinion 
ofihe^coniBilttee^lM  adopted,  by  which  a  more  general,  and 
equal,  aod  a^ciual  akl  to  all  me  conunitteee  of  the  Senate  may 
be  lecarid  in  a  more  reasonable  form,  and  on  more  economical 
terms.    "  , 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  to  amend  the 
19ih  joint  rule  was  then  taken  up;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  BARROW  to  that  effect,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Bfr.  BUNTINQTON  said  there  was  an  en- 
gnnsed  blH  on  the  table,  which  might  be  taken  up 
and  disposed  of  in  a  lew  moments;  as  he  did  not 
suppose  thera  would  be  any  discussion  or  opposi- 
tion in  relation  to  it.  It  was  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  yesterday,  changing  iha  name  of  a  Yes- 
«ei  from '"Westchester"  to  "Atlantic.'' 

Tbe  Mil  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing. 

Mr.  fiVVlC^  moved  an  adjoomment. 


"7- 


Mr.  HUNTINQTON  said  it  was  desirable  the 
Senate  should  go  Into  executive  session  for  a  few 
moments. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived-— ayes  12, 
no«s|5. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motiou  of  Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, went  into  ezecntiv^t^ssion;  and  aftep  a 
short  time  spent  therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TmuDiT,  December  SO,  1842. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Hill- 
yard  Shaw,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Colman  for  bounty 
land  or  other  remuneration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Moses  Turner  for  arrears 
of  pension;  which  were  severally  referred  to  their 
appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  petition  ef  J.  Child^ 
ers  of  Lawrence  coumy,  Illinois,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  pension)  which,  on  his  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  petition  of  nu- 
merous citizens  of  Hampshire  county,  Virginia, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petitions  of  John 
N.  Swasey,  and  28  other  shipmasters  ^nd  mer- 
chants of  Bucksport,  Maine;  of  Andrew  Peters,  and 
34  other  shipmasters  aod  merchants  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine;  and  of  James  S.  Pike,  and  29  other  ship- 
masters and  merchants  of  Calai(>,  Maine:  all 
praying  for  an  appropriation  -^or  the  erection  of 
beacons,  spindles,  and  buoys  on  the  Mtiscle  ridges 
upon  the  coast  of  Maine;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

MUTINY  AND  EXECUTIONS  ON  BOARD 
THE  BRIO  SOMERS. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolvtdy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  lie  ro- 
qnested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whatever  oflficial  infor* 
maiion  may  have  been  received  at  the  Navy  Department  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  dnign  of  mutiny  oo  tKXtrd  the  United  States 
brigSomers,  tmder  the  command  of  Alexander  Blidell  McKea* 
Eie;  and  what  number  of  persons  I  rave  been  executed  for  said 
ofiencej  their  names  and  ranic;  and  the  proceedings  whicit 
were  had  on  t>oard  of  said  vessel  in  reference  thereto. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, that,  as  a  court  of  inquiry  was  to  be  called, 
from  which  official  information  would  be  received 
in  a  very  few  weeks,  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
bis  resolution  until  the  court  had  been  held. 

Mr.  QWIN  intimated  his  intention  to  press  his 
resolution,  that  the  necessary  information  might  be 
got  from  the  President. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  could  not  obtain 
any  inlbrmation  in  that  way. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  and  other  gentlemen 

3^ade  remarks  which  did  not  reach  the  reporter's 
esk. 

Mr.  OWIN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  reception  of  his  resolution,  to  which  objec- 
tion had  been  made. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose 
of  proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  Inquired  if  the  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  was  not  the  special  order  for 
this  day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative;  the  bill 
having  been  merely  postponed  to  thia  day. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
goipg  into  committee. 

Mr.  H.  observed  that  he  supposed,  if  the  Hou<e 
refused  to  go  into  committee,  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  innbe 
a^mativ^. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and,  l)e- 
in§  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  89,  nays  98.* 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  ef 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  that  the  House 
take  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  briefljr  stated  some  rea- 
sons which  had  prompted  hisacttion  in  this  matter, 
but  m  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  and  amidst  a  deaf- 
eaiDg^ham  threugbout  the  House,  which  overpow- 
ered the  honorable  gentleman's  voice.  He  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law  when  it  was  passed,  for  the  relief  of  bankrupts 
whose  misfortunes  were  brought  upon  t6em  with- 
out any  fault  of  their  own,  but  by  the  fault  of  the 
Gktverament.  His  object)  then,  was  to  relieve  die  . 
country  from  the  dtstreases  in  whieh  it  was  then  • 
involved;  but  he  did  not,  so  far  as  he  was  concern- 
ed, design  it  to  be  a  permanent  measure.  He  was 
in  favor  ef  limiting  it  to  one  year  at  the  time  of  its 
passage}  but  he  did  not  press  his  views  on  that 
point  at  that  time,  because  he  desired  the 
passage  of  the  law,  and  sudi  a  limitation  might 
have  endangered  its  passage.  He  now  offered 
this  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  destroying  con« 
fidence  between  man  and  man;  and  seemed  to 
be  a  shelter  for  those  who  were  disposed  to  live  ' 
without  labor.  Its  fbture  operation  he  looked  upon 
as  injurious;  and  it  would  be  diffieult  lo  engraft 
any  amendment  upon  the  preaeut  act  which  would 
diminish  its  evils.  He  said  *be  did  not  propose 
to  commit  this  MIL,  because  he  was  in  favor  of  a  to- 
tal repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and  therefore  its 
committal  was  unnecessary.  If,  however,  such  a 
motion  should  be  made^  he  should  consider  it  a 
test  question  between  those  who  desired  the  con- 
tinuance, and  those  who  desired  the  repeal  of  that 
law. 

Mr.  BARNARD  observed  that  the  fate  of  the 
27 tb  Congress  seemed  to  be  a  very  peculiar  and  a 
very  hard  one.  This  Congress  •  was  composed  of 
two  parties;  the  lines  of  difference  between  which 
were  drawn,  perhaps,  more  distinctly  than  between 
any  two  parties  th>t  ever  existed  in  this  country. 
One  of  these  parties  was  in  a  dntided  majority  of 
that  House-^numbering  some  thirty  or  forty  votes 
of  a  majority.  The  eiecutive  po«er  of  the  conn- 
try  also  was  in  the  hands  of  one  holding  opinions 
in  accordance  with  those  of  the  majority.  Before 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  however,  for  the  first 
time  for  the  transaction  of  business,  after  its  elee- 
tion,  misfortune  had  fallen  upon  the  dominant 
party;  they  lost  their  own  President,  and  the  con- 
stitutional incumbent  of  the  Presidential  office  was 
not  disposed  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  majority. 
A  portion,  also,  of  their  own  friends  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  departed  from  them,  and  joined 
themselves  with  the  Executive,  who  was  of  course 
supported  by  the  whole  body  of  the  opposition.  In 
that  way,  and  under  those  drcumsianees,  we  came 
(said  Mr.  B.)  to  the  transitetion  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. We  struggled  with  difficulties  from  the  fint 
moment  of  our  existence,  and  have  never  ceased 
to  struggle  with  difficulties  to  this  day.  Onr  condi- 
tion was  like  that  of  the  poor  wretchSysiphus— con- 
demned to  roll  an  enormous  stone  up  a  steep  ae* 
clivity,  only  to  find  some  obstacle  in  our  way,  by 
which  our  labors  and  ourselves  were  to  be  tumbled 
down  to  the  bottom  again.  But  all  this  (said  Mr.  ^ 
B.)  was  our  misfortune,  and  not  our  fault;  and 
amidst  all  our  difficulties  we  certainly  succeeded  in 
passing  some  good  measures.  At  the  extra  session 
we  pa^ed  the  law  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
puhtie  lands  among  the  States,  and  we  passed  the 
bankrupt  law.  At  the  last  session,  we  passed  the 
districting  law,  and  we  also  passed  the  tariff  law. 
What  was  to  remain  of  all  these,  and  many  oihor 
measures,  at  the  close  of  the  constitutional  term  of 
existenee  of  tlMs  present  Congress,  no  man  could 
tell.  One  thing  was  sure-^the  land-distribution 
law  was  gone  already;  the  congressional  district- 
ing law  wai  in  dan^,  while  the  tarif  law  was 
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propostd  to  be  modorated  and  modified  oat  of  all 
Its  protective  character;  and  now,  at  last,  came  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankritpt  law— moved,  too,  bj 
one  of  the  original  friends  of  that  measare.  For 
one,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  could  stand  all  the  injnries  oar 
^oemies  are  doing  as;  bat  it  is  hard  to  receive  soch 
blows  at  the  hand^  of  oar  friends.  What  an  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  (said  Mr.  B.)  do  we  now  present 
to  the  American  people !  This  motion  for  a  repeal 
of  the  bankrnpt  law  came  from  Vermont,  and  from 
bis  excellent  and  learned  friend  from  that  Slate, 
[Mr.  EvKmKTT,]  who  took  the  parna  to  declare,  at 
this  and  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  upon 
Che  whole,  the  bankrnpt  act  was  the  best  and  wiaest 
law  that  Congress  had  ever  patsed.  Now,  it  was 
to  be  repealed  apon  the  motion  of  the  very  geatle^* 
man  who  had  made  thts  ealogiom.  Xtensidering  the 
source  from  which  that  motion  emanated,  and  con- 
sidering the  sort  of  sapport  ythich  it  was  about  to 
receive,  it  struck  bis  mind  as  one  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing movements  be  had  ever  witnessed  in  the  political* 
world  It  went  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge 
so  often  made  against  this  nation — that  its  legisUiion 
was  destined  ta  be  unstable*,  not  guided  and  governed, 
as  it  ought  to  be»  by  the  settled,  well-considered, 
well  d'.gested  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
but  that  it  was  destined  to  be  disturbed  by  every 
wp^ve  of  popular  sentiment— to  follow,  in  short,  not 
t>nly  the  shiftlngs  and  turnings  of  popular  senti- 
ment, but  popular  error  and  popular  dekision. 
That  such  a  thing  as  popular  error  and  populs>r 
delusion  existed,  as  well  in  this  country  as  in 
others,  he  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  say.  By 
ao&eitled,  ill-digested  popular  opinion,  he  never 
bid  been— and  so  help  him  CK)dI— never  would  be 
governed. 

But  Vermont  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  and,  thererore,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
Vermont  was  a  creditor  State— she  was  in  the 
happy  condition  of  owing  nobody,  and  everybody 
was  indebted  to  her;  and  her  Liegislatare,  at  its 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  instructing  her 
Senators,  and  reqaesting  her  Representatives,  in 
Congress,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  that  law.  He 
denied  the  ri^ht  of  Vermont  to  dictate  to  Congress 
upon  this  subject,  or  upon  any  other.  She  might 
express  her  opinions,  it  was  true;  but  the  opinions 
that  governed  here  were  thoee  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Legislature,  and  not  those  of  the  mem- 
bers of  her  Slate  Legislature.  He  was  utterly  hos- 
tile to  this  doctrine  of  instruction*  let  it  come  from 
what  source  it  might,  avowed  or  not  avo'Wed. 
What  security  was  £ere  for  legislation,  if  the  rep- 
resentiitives  of  a  State — the  very  same  men — were 
to  be  governed  one  day  by  one  set  of  opinions,  and 
another  day  by  another,  just  as  the  waves  of  pop- 
ular sentiment  ebbed  and  flowed.  Vermont  did 
not,  it  seemed,  like  to  see  her  debtors  escape,  and, 
in  common  with  almost  all  other  creditors,  she  had 
a  very  great  reluctance  to  see  the  dead  body  o 
debt  buried  out  of  her  sig}it.  Well,  this  miftht  be 
a  very  natural  feelii>g;  bat  it  was  a  morbid'one, 
which  ought  not  to  t>e  encouraged.  Creditors  were 
notboxzards,  to  feed  on  carrion;  and  he  did  not 
want  to  see  these  dead  bodies  kept  above  ground 
till  they  tainted  the  whole  atmosphere. 

He  had  remarked  that  he  coald  not  see  any  se» 
cority  for 'legislation  in  the  country,  unless  party 
and  party  men  were  to  be  precluded  from  influen- 
cing it  to  suit  their  temporary  purposes.  If  they 
rould  not  be,  then  the  legislation  of  the  country  would 
be  blown  about  by  every  popular  gale.  Unless  the 
Representatives  would  abide  by  their  own  opinions 
after  having  once  prbmulgated  ihem,  he  was  free 
to  declare  that  there  could  be  no  stability  in  the 
^policy  of  the  country. 

Bat  his  excellent  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
EvKREtT]  had  discovered  that  the  bankrupt  law 
had  performed  it?  office;  that  it  had  fulfilled  its  ob- 
jects, and  therefore  ought  to  be  repealed.  He 
forther  avowed,  that  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time 
the  act  was  passed^  that  it  should  have  been  limited 
to  the  term  of  one  year^,  thiit  it  ought  to  be  a  tem< 
porary  law.  What  was  a  temporary  lawl  What 
was  it  but  repudiation  in  its  most  odious  form — 
repudiation  by  iodividoals  of  their  own  debtK  at 
their  own  time;  a  proclamation  l^  debtors  of  a 
jubilee— not  like  that  of  the  Jews,  which  occurring 
atiaguUnr  and  stated  periods4  creditor!  w  well  aa 


debtprs  could  prepare  themselv^  for — but  a  jubilee 
the  time  of  which  was  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
debtors  themselves.    Such  a  bankrupt  law  was  not 
the  establishment  of  a  rule  of  law;'it  was  the  es- 
tabli^ment  of  an  excep.iion  to  a  rule  of  law,  in  the 
face  of  the  law  itself.    It  was  a  law  by  which  you 
open  the  prison  doors,  and  let  loose  those  confined 
at  the  moment;  though  at  the  next  day  the  jails  may 
be  as  full  as  ever — and  of  those,  too,  who  are  not 
to  be  set  at  liberty.    Was  that  a  bankrupt  law 
in  the  understanding  of  the  Constitution?    The 
Censtltution  authorised  Congress  to  pass  uniform 
laws  on  the  Eubject  of  bankruptcy:  but  could  a 
law  of  a  year's  duration  be  called  a  uniform  la#? 
It  was  not  law,  because  it  was  not  a  rule  of  conduct 
aflfecting  all  alike;  but  It  was  a  mere  partial  arbi- 
trary act  of  arbiurary  power,  interposing  between 
the  creditor  and  his  debtor,  to  break  up  for  the  time 
being  the  relations  between  them,  and  to  take  away 
the  power  whjch  the  law  gave  the  former  over  the 
latter.   In  this  way,  the  creditor,  in  his  turn,  might 
be    ruined   and  driven  to   bankruptcy;   though, 
in  consequence  of  the  temporarj  nature  of  the  law, 
lae  would  be  precluded  from  its  benefits.    Mr.  B. 
said  he  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  any 
such  law.    It  had  the  power  to  pass  a  permanent 
and  uniform  law,  and  he  admitted  that  it  had  the 
power  to  repeal  it;  but  it  had  no  power  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law  that  was  not  permanent  and  nniform 
Such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  would  have  the  tendency  to  prevent 
bankruptcy;  but  a  temporary  law,  such  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  woald 
have  the  tendency  to  encourage  bankruptcy,  and 
to  encourage  extravagance  and  speculation,  by  the 
hope  held  out  that  a  proclamation  of  jubilee  would 
be  made  to  free  debtors  for  the  time  being  from  the 
power  of  their  creditors. 

If,  then,  this  baniirupt  law  was  to  be  repealed, 
let  it  be  because  it  #as  inexpedient;  because,  such 
a  law  ought  never  to  have  been  passed  $  but,  for 
Heaven^  sake,  do  not  let  it  be  repealed  on  the 
ground  that  it  has  accomplished  the  object  for 
which  it  was  enacted. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that 
very  much  of  the  influence  which  was  abroad  in 
the  country,  and  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  House 
at  the  time  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed,  was  that 
of  individuals,  who,  if  they  did  not  then  hold  the  sen- 
timents advanced  now  by  his  friend  from  Vermont, 
were  yet  willing  to  receive  the  benefits  of  them; 
ia  other  words,  they  were  willing  that  a  temporary 
law  should  be  passed  to  relieve  them  from  their 
embarrassments,  to  be  repealed  or  to  expire  at  the 
time  they  came  to  be  creditors.  He  prayed  and 
besought  gentlemen,  therefore,  if  they  meant  to 
vote  for  the  repaal,  to  put  their  votes  on  better 
grounds  than  those  of  bis  friend  from  Vermont. 
Let  the  law  be  repealed,  if  it  is  to  be  repealed,  be- 
cause it  is  a  bad  law;  but  do  not  let  it  be  repealed 
because  it  was  intended  as  a  temporary  measure, 
and  because  it  has  fulfilled  its  objects. 

But  why  should  the  bankrupt  law  be  repealed? 
He  addressed  himself  to  those  who  had  been  its 
friends.  What  was  the  greatest  objecdon  to  the^ 
meastlre,  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  men,  at  the  time 
of  its  passage?  Was  it  not  because  of  its  retro- 
spective operation,  violating,  in  their  opinions,  one 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  by  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts?  That  objection  was 
now  almost  removed.  The  force  of  tlie  fcankropt 
law  in  regard  to  old  cases  was  almost  spent; 
and  it  was  now  about  to  commence  its  most  whole- 
some and  beneficent  functions,  by  operating;  on 
cases  which  have  arisen  since  its  enactment.  The 
constitutional  objection  was,  therefore,  no  longer 
in  force. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  B.,  show- 
ing the  benefits  derived,  and  to  be  derived,  from  the 
bankrupt  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  providing  for  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy, and  to  provide  that  this  shall  take  place  in.  18 
months  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  House  was  aware  that,  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress,  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for  in- 
formation in  itlation  to  this  subject;  and  he  hoped 


that  the  House  wouM  wait  till  that  information  was 
received,  and  not,  by  precipitate  legislation,  run  the 
risk  of  committing  an  act  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER^LL  said  he  should  like  to 
move  the  adoption  of  instructions  to  the  committee, 
in  case  the  bill  were  refened  to  their  consideration. 
He,  therefore,  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following  in- 
structions: 

"And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  excluding  the  vohfiUanf  provision  from 
the  present  bankrupt  act,  and  including  banks.** 

Mn  BARNARD  inquired  whe)her  the  motioii 
was  ia  order;  to  which 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Blr.  C.  J.  INQBRSOLL  modified  his  instmctioiiSy 
by  striking  out  the  word  6ctilet,  and  substituting  the 
words  trading  eorpcraHom* 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  that,  however  ealcolated 
the  motion  was  to  produce  a  wide  discussion,  he  had 
a  strong  presentiment  that  the  present  debate  would 
not  be  long.  It  seemed  that  summary  execution 
was  to  be  applied  to  this,  the  last  act  of  that  ill- 
fated  extra  session.  Its  sentence  had  been  pro- 
nounced before  arguments  at  law;  judgment  was 
to  be  first  carried  out,  and  a  hearing  had  afterwards. 
Indeed,  he  feared  that  there  was  an  impatience  and 
an  indisposition  to  hearat  all,  either  before  or  after 
judgment.  For  himself,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  speak  at  lent^th;  for  the  subject  bad  already 
feeen  nearly  exhausted  by  the  remarks  of  bis  friend 
fflbm  New  York,  [Mr.  Bibnird;]  nor  would  he 
impugn  the  course  taken  by  biir  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Ef  ERSTT,]  who  qo  doubt  acted  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents.  He  only  wished 
to  explain  simply  the  reasons  which  should  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  this  law,  repre- 
senting as  he  did  a  great  commercial  community. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  enact  a  bankrupt 
law  was  not  implied  merely,  but  was  found  in  the 
category  of  those  clearly  expressed  and  enumerated 
powers  about  which  there  was  no  dispute.  Now, 
he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exercise  its 
power ;  and  not  to  exercise  it,  a  positive  neglect 
and  omission— not  less  than  it  would  be  to  omit 
to  exercise  the  power  given  to  regulate  commerce, 
establish  coarts,  coin  money,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  country,  and,  in  short,  any 
other  power  expressed  among  those  named  in  the 
Constitution.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  sug- 
gested by  his  friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  EvxasTT,] 
that  though  the  present  law  might|  be  repealed, 
another  might  be  enacted.  But  when  would  such 
an  event  occur?  When  could  it  be  expected? 
Certainly  not  until  it  should  be  called  for  by  the 
people,  to  sweep  off"  the  load  of  indebtedness  that 
might  be  upon  them;  and  then  the  law  would  itself 
be  swept  off,  after  having  performed  its  office. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  the  first  bankrupt  law,  and 
such  seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  destiny  of  this. 

But  the  language  of  the  Constitution  was  re* 
markably  strong.  It  was,  not  that  "Congress  shall 
have  power  to  pais,"  bat  to  *'uUibUih  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy."  Would  a  mere  pamg»  of 
an  act  be  a  fulfilment  of  the  power  to  establish  the 
system?  So  far  from  it,  the  reverse  of  the  propo- 
sition would  be  true;  and  scch  passage  be  a  mere 
temporary  remedy.  Such  a  course— the  enactment 
of  a  bankrupt  law  for  a  particular  temporary  par- 
pose — could  be  justified  on  no  principle  whatever. 
He,  therefore,  protested  against  the  introduction  of 
a  bankrupt  law  at  irregular  intervals,  and  before 
the  trader  and  the  man  of  business  cotild  be  aware 
how  to  act.  Anticipating  the  results  which  had 
flowed  from  the  insertion  of  the  retrospective  prin- 
ciple in  the  present  act,  he  had  voted  for  it  with 
reluctance;  and,  had  he  believed  that  the^whole 
act  was  destined  to  be  so  soon  expunged  from 
the  statute-book,  he  should  not  have  voted  for 
it  at  all.  And  here  he  would  make  a  suggestion 
to  that  gentleman,  who  had  denounced  the  retro- 
spective character  of  the  act;  and  that  was,  thai, 
by  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the  present 
time,  they  would  become  responsible  for  its  revival 
hereafter.  The  only  mode  of  preventing  the  en- 
actment of  a  retrospective  law  was  to  establish  the 
prospective  provision  of  the  present  law  upon  a 
firm  basis.  True,  the  present  law  might  not  be 
perfect,  and  might  require  remedy  in  its  detaib. 
What  he  bad  to  say  was^  let  it  be  perfected;  kt  it 
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be  limited  in  iia  operation,  to  traders,  if  necessary; 
and  efeaiet  a  provision  beioseried  comprehending 
btfiks,  ander  certain  ctrcamstaoces  and  regulations. 
It  did  seem  to  him  that  thCi  responsibility  of  ihe  en- 
actment of  a  retrospn?cUve  bankrupt  act  hereafter 
would  rest  on  those  gentlemen  who  should  vole  (ot, 
the  repeal  of  the  present. 

There  was  one  more  view  of  the  subject  which 
be  would  mention.  He  meant  the  monstrous  in- 
justice of  an  immediate  and  ancondiiional  repeal 
of  the  law.  It  was  known  that  many  debtors,  re- 
sponding, as  bad  been  said,  to  the  first  sound  of 
the  trumpet,  bad  advanced  and  obtained  relief,  hav- 
ing first  stripped  themselves  for  the  purpose,  and 
leaving  as  little  matter  to  be  decided  upon  by  the 
bourts  as  eflfects  to  be  distributed  among  the  cred- 
itors. A  repeal  of  the  law  would  not  tak^  away 
the  benefi:ts  tbese  men  had  obtained,  whilst  it  would 
gi?tt  the  same  desperate  debtors  the  fuither  advan- 
tage of  any  new  bankrupt  law  which  might  b^  en- 
acted hereafter.  On  the  other  band,  there  were 
numbers  whose  affaird,  not  altogether  hopeless,  left 
the  prospect  of  distributing  something  to  their  cred* 
itors — men  whose  applications  for  the  benefit  of  the 
act  had  t>een  held  back,  in  the  hope  of  making  an 
honorable  compromise;  or  wbose  cases  had  been 
delayed  in  the  courts  by  argument  upon  points  of 
law:  these  woald  be  altogether  deprived  of  the 
advantages  secured  by  more  expeditious,  and  per- 
haps less  crapulous,  debtors.  In  conclusion,  he 
hoped — if  it  was  not  too  late  to  hope— that  the  House 
woald  panse  before  it  resolved  to  wipe  out  alto- 
gether the  Uw  now  in  force. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  one  of  the  strongest 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
was  its  retrospective  character.  He  was  not  fully 
persuaded  that  the  Government  had  power  to  pass 
a  law  absolving  individuals  from  their  contract?. 
He  could  not  believe  it  to  be  legal  and  proper  for 
the  Gk>vemment  to  destroy  the  relations  subsisting 
between  debtor  and  crsditor.  Government,  as  he 
thought,  should  at  least  have  permitted  the  obliga- 
tions between  the  creditor  and  his  security  to  be 
performed. 

These  were  some  of  his  objections  to  the  law  at 
the  beginning;  hot,  with  regard  to  a  prospective 
banknipt  law,  properly  established,  he  did  not  then, 
nor  did  he  now,  object.  All  objections,  however, 
were  disregarded  by  those  who  controlled  the  ac 
lion  of  this  House;  and  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
mptcy,  to  be  -perpetnal  as  the  law  of  the  country, 
waa  passed;  and  this  was  the  first  time  that  the 
avowal  had  been  made — as  it  had  been  made 
this  morning — that  the  object  of  the  bankrupt  law 
waa  to  violate  private  contracts,  and  to  turn  men 
loose  from  their  obligations.  It  was  immaterial 
how  they  regarded  it  here;  but  the  tjts  of  all  the 
commercial  world  were  turned  upon  them;  and  to 
Europe  it  would  appear  that  they  repealed  the  law, 
after  it  had  done — whati  Released  at  least  the  debtor 
from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts.  It  appeared 
to  him  this  proposition  portrayed,  more  clearly  than 
anything  else  could  do,  the  true  object  the  gentle- 
men wIk>  advocated  it  had  in  pressing  it  on  the 
country.  Now,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  advise 
those  gentlemen  who  passed  this  law,  he  should 
sty:  For  Heaven's  sak4>,  do  not  lay  it  on  this  exclu- 
sive ground — that  the  object  was  to  release  the  debt* 
or  from  the  obligation  of  his  contract  for  which  he 
had  reeeived  a  valuable  consideration. 

He  would  declare  again,  that,  If  a  bankrupt  law 
were  established,  striking  out  the  voluntary  fea- 
ture, and  making  it  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was 
6entemplared  by  the  Con^tiiuiioD,  he  should  not 
•bject  to  see  it  become  part  of  the  permanent  poli- 
cy of  ymt  country.  But  if  they  voted  for  the  bill 
which  was  now  presented  to  the  Hou<>e,  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  existing  bankrupt  law,  they  would  com- 
mit diemselves  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  whole  measure.  The  proviso  was  designed 
to  ae^re  to  tho«e  who  bad  taken  the  first  step,  the 
benefit  of  the  existing  bankrupt  law  up  to  the  5  h 
df  the  present  month;  and  when  this  bill  was  intro- 
duced, he  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  strike 
out  that  proviso;  but  he  was  conscious  of  the  great 
difficulty  which  must  result.  There  was  much 
fores  in  what  had  been  said  by  gentlemen  on  this 
tetjeet,  respecting  the  indecent  haste  of  bankrupts 
to  avafl  themselfes  of  the  law,  to  release  them  from 


their  obligations;  whereas  those  who  were  less 
hasty,  and  who  regretted  the  necessity  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  provitions  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore held  back,  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  the  law.  There  were  difiSculties,  too,-  in  the 
way  of  their  voting  for  ibis  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt  law,  with  sudi  a  provision  as  woukl  spompro- 
mise  them  on  the  constitutional  question  which  it 
involved;  and  the  whole  ease  afforded  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  evil  of  that  hasfy  legislation 
whieh  was  foreed  on  the  country  without  consider- 
ation by  the  opeiation  of  the  gag  rule,  which  did 
not  permit  an  i  to  bt  dotted,  or  a  /  to  be  eri^sed. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  could  go  for  the  repeal,  as  the  bill  now  stood;  for 
he  was  unwilling  to  commit  himself  with  regard  to 
the  constitutional  question. 

He  had  another  remark  to  make,  in.  relation  to 
the  instructions.  It  had  been  his  determination  in 
all  his  acts,  wbile  he  was  a  member  of  that  body, 
to  give  no  vote  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  tend 
to  increase  the  power  of  this  Government,  or  the 
Executive  patronage  of  this.  Government  Every 
vote  he  did  give  would  be  to  diminish  rather  than 
to  increase  that  power.  Suppose,  then,  they  placed 
all  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  under 
the  operation  of  the  bankmpt  law;  why,  an  Exe- 
cutive, who  was  disponed  to  do  so,  might  use  the 
power  of  this  Government  for  the  punishment,  on 
the  one  iiand,  and  his  influence  to  excite  hope  of 
reward,  on  the  other;  or,  every  Sank  would  be 
placed  at  the. foot  of  the  Executive,  to  aid  iiim  in 
/  carrying  out  his  plans.  Were  he  disposed  to  strike 
directly  at  the  principle  by  which  he  had  governed 
his  legislative  action,  he  should  give  the  Executive 
this  power.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
position would  be  either  amended,  or  laid'on  the 
table;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  were  attached  to 
this  bill,  the  bankrupt  law  would  never  be  re- 
pealed. There  was  one  fact,  in  connexion  with 
the  discussions  which  had  already  been  had  on 
this  subject,  to  which  he  was  inclined  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House;  but  he  declined  doing  so, 
because  it  verified  a  prediction  which  bad  been 
made  again  and  again  with  regard  to  the  Whig 
Congress.  This  bankrupt  law  was  a  Whig  meas- 
ure. It  originated  with  the  Whjgf;  it  was  passed 
by  Whigs.  He  was  not  sure,  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  more  than  one  solitfury  Democratic 
member  that  voted  for  it.  And  what  were  they 
now  toldl  Why,  that  thii  Whig  measure— a 
measure  conceived,  bronght  forth,  and  carried  into 
a  law  by  Whigs,  to  relieve  the  country,  had  done— 
wha '?  Destroyed  all  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  and  had  broken  down  the  credit  of  the  conn* 
try.  This  was  the  character  givea  of  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  The  gentleman  then  said,  if  it 
had  not  done  all  these  things,  that  it  was  .in  a  state 
of  progression;  and  if  they  permitted  it 'to  remain, 
it  wopld  break  down  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
destroy  confidence  between  man  and  man.  Such 
was  the  result  of  one  of  the  important  measures 
which  were  passed  by  the  37th  Oongress;  and  in 
view  of  this,  and  other  acts,  there  was  one  circum- 
stance which  appeared  to  be  a  little  remarkable: 
the  President  was  blamed  for  the  application  of  his 
vetoes,  and  for  not  permitting  the  Whigs  to  do  all 
that  which  they  desired  to  do — for  not  permitting 
the  majority  in  this  Congress  to  do  all  that  they 
pleased;  and  he  was  still  blamed.  It  was  not  his 
place  to  blame  or  to  defend  the  President;  but  jus- 
tice ought  to  be  done,  and  he  would,  therefore,  say 
they  ought  not  to  blame  the  President  for  not  per- 
mitting more  wrongdoing  than  that  which  it  was 
now  admitted  they  had  done. 

Mr.  GORDON  addrefsed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  commenced  by  remark* 
ing  that,  in  the  discussions  upon  the  measure,  when 
it  passed  at  the  extra  session,  it  was  said  that  it 
would  be  hailed  as  a  publie  jubilee.  Recolleoting 
this  remark,  he  did  not  expect  so  early  to  have 
heard  it  said  by  a  member  of  the  House— and  a 
member,  too,  of  that  yerj  majority  who  passed  the 
act — that  it  was  intended  as  a  peraianent  measure^ 
fie  had  himself  supposed  that  the  law  had  its  in- 
ception, and  would  have  its  coiisummation  in  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  debtors  from  the  embarrassments 


into  which  they  were,  for  the  time  beiiig»  pkuged;; 
and  was  only  such  a  measure  as  would  be  pasted* 
at  intervals,  to  falfil  the  end  named.  But  it  seenei. 
he  was  mistaken;  and  now,  the  only  ground  on, 
which  the  law  was  at  all  justified  was  taxen  away* 
As  to  his  own  position,  t^t  was  i6e  same  now  as 
at  the  extra  sessioBr— a  firm  opposition,  to  the 
measure  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  comideraiions  of  its  injus- 
tice. 

The  fate  of  the  measure,  as  the  genU^^iBan  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Wihthuop]  had  said,  was  set- 
tied.  Its  end  was  at  hand.  |ts  decree  of  repeal 
had  been  borne  on  the  wings  of  popular  sentiment 
and  indignation.  The  work  only  remained  to  her 
done.  He  could  not  see  how  his  colleague  [Mr. 
B^avAaD]  could,  have  been  brought  to  declare  that 
it  was  a  wanu  of  reflection  in  the  people  to  de- 
cree the  repeal  pf  the  measure  t  at  which  he  was 
astonished!  Surely  his  colleague  could  not  have 
perceived  how,  by  ibia  remark,  he  was  impBgiiin| 
the  intelligence  of  Ihe  people.  His  colleague  had 
set  himself  up  to  contradict  the  public  voice  for  de*- 
maading  the  repeal  of  this  measurel  and  did  aot 
this  amount  to  a  declaration  that  the  people  knew 
not  what  they  were  aboutl  Such  was,  in  fact,  Ihe 
averment  which  his  colleague  had  made;  yet  he 
(fldr.  Q.)  was  not  surprised  at  the  remark,  when  he 
recollected  that  his  colleague  belonged  to  that 
party  which  had  no  confidence  in  the  people,  and 
which  believed  them  to  be  incapable  of  self-gov- 
ernment 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose,  and  inquired  whether 
a  single  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrapl 
act  had  been  presented  this  session. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  this  question  reminded  bioa 
of  a  fact,  which  he  often  observed — that  ihero 
were  many  men  who  could  not  or  would  not  un- 
derstand what  public  sentiment  was.  In  relation  lo 
a  particular  measure,  until  they  had  read  it  in  a 
petition.  Now,  these  petitions,  it  was  well  known» 
Were  often  gotten  up  to  order,  and  theiefore  enti- 
tled to  no  moral  influence.  Public  sentiment  upoa 
a  measure  like  the  present  was  overpowerii^;  and 
a  miserable  petition  would  bm  ill  embody  its 
force  and  omnipotence.  In  reply,  however,  to  tha 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  he  would 
state  that  petitions  had  been  sent  here  to  obtain  tke 
repeal  of  this  measure.  But  whether  they  had  or 
not,  every  man  of  ordinary  sagacity  and  observa- 
tion knew  what  public  sentiment  was  apoa  t^ia 
question.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  had  bowed  down  before  this 
public  sentiment,  and  %ad  determined  to  vote  foe 
the  repeal 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  was  understood  to 
say  that  his  determination  arose  from  a  change  of 
his  opinio I.S,  rather  than  from  considerations  grow^ 
•ing  out  of  any  supposed  state  of  public  sentiment* 

Mr.  GORDON  said  he  was  then  glad  to  bear 
thatTihe  gentleman  had  changed  his  opinion.  His 
added  but  another  to  the  general  voice  that  tba 
law  was  a  bad  one. 

Bui  his  colleague  [Mr.BAUfAUD]  had  complained 
of  the  instability  of  legislation  in  ibis  country,  and 
1  ad  charged  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  tend 
still  further  to  sink  our  reputation  in  Uial  re* 
spect.  In  reply,  he  would  remark  that  all  bad 
laws,  like  this  bankrupt  act,  did  most  efifectualif 
contribute  to  instability  of  legislation;  becaiue,  ia 
a  country  where  the  people's  wishes  were  con- 
sulted, such  laws  were  certain  to  be  expunged  from 
the  statute-book.  Yet  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
common  sense  of  any  man  to  say  whether  this  was 
a  reason  why  a  bad  law  should  not  be  repealed* 
If  Congress  would  confine  itself  to  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  action,  standing  upon  the  broad  platferta 
of  the  Constituiioni  and  only  enacting  such  meas- 
ures as  were  called  for  by  the  people,  there  woiild 
l>e  no  reason  for  his  colleague^  to  complain  of  in- 
stability of  legislation.  ^ 

Bat  his  coltesgue  had  alto  complaiMd  of  popa« 
lar  error  and  delusion  in  relaUoblo  this  law.  New. 
he  could  tell  his  coUeague  how  the  people  had 
come  to  be  so  sadly  in  **errof  and  delusion."  They 
had  employed  their  "sober  second  thought"  apoa 
the  bankrupt  act,  and  their  verdict  against  it  waa 
another  instUNSe  to  show  how  correct  are  Ike  aUi- 
[  mate  decisions  of  Ihe  people  in  regard  to  maiterf 
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cf-gDietiimeot.  1^-  bmd  deternriiiBd;  a£tettlM 
fan  wtA  fit«  «Jceroise  of  iIOb  sober  second  Uiovgirt, 
to  bene  lon^  under  ibo  spme'^'pofmlM  error  nsd 
dotoeioD?'  tt  ia  1840,  AUbOt^b  his  .coUea^M 
eosipluvd  of  Uio  delusion  oi  tbe  people,  ii  bad  al- 
wofii  bBippeDed  (hat  he  was  widi  ibfai  wben  they 
were,  deladed,  and  against  them  when:  restored  to 
ibeirsenses, [Langbier-f-^*Qoodl'']  Saeb  a detasion 
«xi9ied  m  1840  as  bad  neves  before,  and  bo  irasted 
neiPff  wonld  again. 

His  eolleagae  had  said  that  party  lines  were 
nover  so  strieily  drawn  as  at  the  comaeneement  of 
tbe  present  Ctmgress — as  if,  forsooth,  there  ever 
were  but  two  parties  in  the  country;  and  as  if  the 
V^big  party  of  1840  was  any  other  bat  tbe  old  Fed- 
oral  party.  Now  was  the  time,  he  (Mr*  G.) 
thoaght,  when  party  lines  were  tightly  drawn.  The 
laxity  and  tbe  delusion  of  1840  baii  passed' away; 
nod  tbe  drawing  of  party  fines  tight  again  shows 
tbe  Democratic  majority  in  the  country.  That  mli(- 
jority  would  soon*  be  called  upon  to  ^ct;  and  they 
would,  bo  imagined,  proceed  to  legislate  for  the 
country  aeoordingio{ibeie  well-known  principles 
and  their  settled  and  unchanging  creed. 

But  bis  colleague  argued,  that  to  repeal  thebaak'- 
vopt  law  at  this  time  would  place  tbe  nuijority  in 
tt  ridiculous  attitude  before  (he  people.  TO  this 
renurk  be  could  not  agree;  on  the  contrary,  hi) 
ttaovght  that  a  repeal  would  show  that  tbe  present 
majority  wereinlling  to  sfaakeoffthe  a((itadeof  ridi* 
cule  in  which  they  already  stood  before  the  whole 
comatry.  Had  tbe  dominant  party  been  content  to 
let  well  enough  alone— to  let  tbe  sub-treasury  remain 
in  foroe,  and  to  have  passed  no  laws  whaterer,  ex* 
cepi  moderate  appropriation  bHls-4hey  tMoold  stand 
much  higher  before  the  counity.  As  they  had  -not 
done  (bis,  they  might  even  now  acknowledge  their 
errors  and  repent.  They  would,  at  l^ast,  get  credit 
tyefore  the  world  for  a  high-toned  msgnanimity. 
Indeed,  be  thought  the  people  were  forgiving  in 
their  disposition,  and  might  even  be  persuaded  to 
pafdon  them  for  their  many  offeaceir.  He  was, 
bowever,  stongly  inclined  to  doubt  if  the  present 
generation  would  ever  put  them  in  power  again, 
vftep  having  once  been  so  grossly  deceived.  Wlilsi, 
then,  he  was  assuring  his  Whig  friends  of  forgive- 
ness,  be  must  take  leave  to  tell  them  that  they 
were  doomed  to  wait  until  a  new  generation  should 
have  oome  upon  the  siage,  ere  they  could  play  the 
same  high  tricks  over  again. '  [Laugbterv]  Hi4 
eolleagae  bad  said  that  it  would  require  much 
coorage  to  vote  against  tbe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
act,  ia  the  present  state  of  public  opinion.  He  ad-* 
mlttod  tbe  truth  of  tbe  remark;  and,  as  a  fViend 
near  him  suggested,  it  woo  la  require  brandy  and* 
water  courage — or,  mayhap,  delirium  tremeuw — to 
htitig  them  up  to  the  stiokiog  poini.  [Laughter.1 
Vfttatever  might  be|he  condKion  and  qoantity  of 
thefr  courage,  be  was  apprehensive  that  his  coK> 
leagup  woald  find  a  majotity  of  his  friends  unwil*' 
ling  to  vote  against  tbe  repeal  of  this  measure. 

Again:  bis  colleague  bad  said  that,  in  a  commt r^ 
ciai  com 01  unity  like  ours,  it  was  imposiible  to  get 
ak>og  well  without  a  bankrupt  law.  Now  he 
<Mr.  Q.)  declared^'  on  (he  other  hand,  it  was  itn- 
pe^ible  for  a  commercial  community  like  ours  to 
get  along  with  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  (bis;  and 
there  be  was  at  issue  with  his  colleague.  The  re- 
pea)  of  the  law,  be  predteied,  woold  be  followed 
by  a  brisker  state  of  trade  and  increased  life  and  ( 
enterprise  in  every  commercial  circle.  Capital, 
now  hidden  and  hoarded,  from  want  of  confidence, 
would  come  out,  and  do  its  good  office  in  stimulating 
bvsiness. 

Bat  socb  a  state  of  things  would  never  occnf 
•ntil  (he  manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  preserve 
the  inviolability  of  contracts  should  have  takeii 
plaee.  It  was  bis  conviciion  that  this  bankrupt 
law  had  done  more  against  our  credit  in  Europe 
(ban  repudiation  itself.  Repudiation  only  operated 
on  large  capitalists*  and  fondmongers;  but  tbe 
bankrupt  act  levelled  a  deadly  blow  at  manufac- 
(uiers  and  dealers  of  every  descriptien^r  Tbe  bn>i- 
ness  op^ations  of  (hese  were  great,  compared  with 
that  of  tbe  mere  money-lenders. 

la  conclosion,  be  would  say  a  ftvr  words  in  re- 
ply 10  the  gtmUnaan  from  MassaebufcttSy  [Mr. 
WiMtHaop,]  whose  eiample  he  should  endeavor  to 
foUoW|  deemini  thai  short  speeobes,  aid  to  tbe 


p<^ot,  were  the  best.  That  gentleman  seemed  to 
lay  particular  emphasis  upon  tbe  circumstance  that 
tbe  Constitution  gave  Congress  the  power  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  sjrsiem  of  bankruptcy.  Did  it,  be 
would  ask,  follow,  that  because  tbe  power  was 
given,  therefore  it  must  be  exercisedl  Had  tbe 
gentleman^  studies  in  constirational  law  only 
tauiHit  bim  that  every  power  conveyed  by  an  in- 
strument muat  be  usedl  Socb  a  doctrine,  to  be  ex- 
posed, needed  only  to  be  stated. 

But  tbe  gentleman  had  complained  of  tbe  injus- 
tice of  an  immediate  repeal,  arguing  that,  as  many 
had  already  taken  advantage  of  tbe  law,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  sligbt  others  who  were  more  tardy, 
but  were  preparing  to  reap  the  harvest  of  its  pro- 
visions. Tiiit  appeared  to  him  like  saying  (bat  be< 
cause  ten  thousand  debtoie  have  plundered  their 
creditors  wiiboot  conscience,  therefore  the  law 
should  be  kept  in  operation  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing still  more  to  do  tbe  same  I  He  was,  how- 
ever, not  entirely  surprised  at  this  doctrine,  when 
be  recollected  that  in  the  bard-cider  campaign  it 
was  held  out  to  a  large  class  that  (be  consequence 
of  a  Whig  triumph  would  be  tbe  expunging  of 
their  debts.  Seeing  this  tendency  of  the  law  was 
tbe  main  reason  with  tbe  people  for  demanding  its 
immediate  repeal,  he  thought  that  those  who  adro- 
eated  a  postponement  jof  the  repeal  thought  more 
of  their  political  consistency  than  of  advancing  the 
public  interests. 

Mr.  WBLLER  then  called  for  the  yeas  and' 
nays  on  the  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  inquired  if  (he  instructions  could 
be  divided;  and,  being  answered  by  tbe  Speaker  in 
tbe  affirmative,  called  for  a  division,  so  as  to  take 
tbe  question  first  on  tbe  first  clause. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  doubted  wbe(ber  a  division  of 
the  qtDMStion  was  in  order;  and  called  upon  the 
Clerk  to  read  (be  insiroctions  again,  to  see  if  there 
were  two  distinct  substantive  propositions  in  it; 
which  was  done. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then,  after  a  few  re- 
marks, moved  the  previous  qaestion,  in  order  to 
cut  off  tbe  motion  to  commit,  snd  to  bring  tbe 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill. 

Tbe  question  on  seconding  (he  previous  que&tion 
was  then  taken  by  tellers — Messrs.  Bownb  and 
Matriot — and  lost;  there  being  only  46  votes  in 
tbe  affirmative. 

So  the  House^  refused  to  second  the  call  for  tbe 
previous  qaestion. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr*  IiroBasoLL^  mo« 
tion  to  amend  the  motion  to  commit  with  instmc* 
tioss— 

Mr.  CUSHFNO  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
about  addressing  tbe  committee,  when  repeated 
cries  of  ''duestton,  qaestion, >^  were  heard;  and  be 
took  his  seat,  saying  that  if  the  committee  were 
ready  to  take  the  question  then,  he  would  forego 
bis  remarks. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
tbe  instructions  relating  to  vol  notary  bankrupts,  so 
that  the  instructions  would  read  *'to  report  a  bank- 
rupt bill  including  corporations  not  owned  by 
Stales.^' 

Mr.  BOWNE  desired  to  know  whether  the 
amendment,  as  it  then  read,  would  repeal  tbe  law 
now  in  force.  It  struck  liim  that  it  would  not— 
that  tbe  effect  of  it  would  be  to  bring  in  a  new 
bankrupt  law,  witbont  repealing  the  old  one.  He 
would  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks, but,  from  tbe  fear  that  the  ircipient 
steps  just  taken  towards  the  repeal  of  (bis  act 
woold  not  result  as  tbe  mover  contemplated: 
He  would  not  say  that  the  gentleman  who 
moved  these  instructions  intended  thereby  to 
impede  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  them, 
or  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  similar  bill 
during  the  sessioa;  but  be  feared  that  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  tbe  motion,  if  it  prevailed.  Every 
member  on  that  floor  understood  well  what  was  tbe 
will  of  the  whole  country,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
constiments,  in  relation  to  this  question.  It  bad 
been  long  before  the  public;  and  the  public  mind, 
having  weighed  it  in  tbe  balance,  bad,  as  far  as  be 
could  understttid  it,  declared  it  bad  beea  found 
wanting.  He  was  ready  to  act  on  it  now,  though 
be  confessed  be  would  like  to  see  some  little  modi- 
fication of  the  bill  before  the  House.    U  be  could 


not  get  that  modification,  be  would  vote  for  the  Bill 
as  it  wasr  though  be  would  not  vote  for  a  single 
motion  that,  in  bis  view,  wouW  have  atendency  to 
defeat  tbe  measure. 

We  have  (said  Mr.  B.)  but  a  few  weeks  to  slay 
here;  and  if  we  send  (his  bill  to  a  commitlee,  they 

*  might  require  some  time  to  prepare  a  bill  in  ac- 
cordance with  tbe  instructions  of  tbe  House;  while 
tbe  House  itself  will  reqair^  some  time  to  act  upon 
it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  it  is  reported 
to  them — unless,  indeed,  tbe  one  hour  gag  role 
should  be  put  in  foroe.  It  would  then  have  to 
undergo  a  proper  degree  of  deliberation  and  die- 
cossion  in  the  other  body;  so  that,  in  tbe  end,  there 
mipht  not  be  time  enough  left  of  the  session  to 
pass  it.  W^^e  it  not  for  these  considerations,  (Mr. 
B.  said,)  he  would  have  no  objection  to  tbe  mo- 
tion of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  BiRiraRD,]  to  send  tbe 
bill  to  (he  Commiiiee  on  the  Jadiciary  for  (heir 
revision;  but  as  it  was,  be  could  not  consent  to 
any  measure  that  woald  delay  or  endanger  its 
passage.  This  was  not  a  proper  time  (o  go  into 
a  discussion  upon  tie  merits  of  tbe  bankrupt 
act.  As  be  had  before  remarked,  its  merits  were 
well  understood  by  (he  whole  country,  and  by 
every  member  on  that  floor.  The  judgment  of  the 
public  bad  been  formed,  and  they  bad  now  only  to 
act  on  it.  He  would  say,  also,  that  he  did  not  deem 
it  proper  to  impugn  tbe  motives  of  those  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  this  law.  He  was  willing  to  believe 
(bat  they  acted  from  tbe  best  and  pcuest  motives; 
and  be  believed,  also,  that  many  of  them,  beinf 
now  convinced  that  the  law  was  inexpedient,  were 
willing  now  to  vote  for  its  repeal.  It  was  sufficient 
for  them  to  say  that  they  were  wiser  now  than  they 
then  were;  and  he  would,  therefore,  neither  impngn 
their  consistency  nor  their  honesty.  He  had  uni- 
formly  opposed  (bis  law,  and  a  majority  of  his 
constituents  coincided  in  opinion  with  bim.  He 
was  therefore  ready  now  to  vote  for  its  repeal. 
The  only  modification  he  wanted  to  make  was  a 
proviso  that  the  repeal  shall  take  effect  from  .the 
passage  of  the  act,  so  as  to  leave  all  persons 
who  bad  already  commenced  tbe  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings of  bankruptcy  under  tbe  faith  of  a  law  of 
Congress,  at  liberty  to  consnmmate  them.  There 
would  be  great  cruelty  and  injustice  in  cutting  off 
those  who  had  incurred  a  heavy  expense  to  ob« 
tain  the  benefits  of  this  law,  and  who  did  so  nnder 
the  faith  of  an  act  of  Congress.  With  this  pro- 
viso, he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  vote  for  the 
bill  before  them;  though,  if  he  could  not  get  it,  he 
would  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  he  was  not  in 
so  great  a  hurry  to  repeal  the  bankrapt  law  as 
many  gentlemen  seem^  to  be.  He  was  opposed 
to  its  passage,  aod  was  still  opposed  to  it  as  it 
stood  upon  tbe  statute-book;  and  if  it  could  not  be 
amended  as  he  desired,  he  would  vote  for  its  re- 
peal. Bat,  before  he  voted  for  its  repeal,  be  was 
desirous  of  making  a  fair  and  full  effort  to  have 
embraced  within  its  provisions  all  the  banks  and 
other  trading  corporations  of  the  country.  The 
operation  of  the  voluntary  provisions  o(  tbe  law, 
as  they  were  called,  had  been  almost  unmitigated 
evil.  But  it  had  done  its  worst;  and,  if  left  in  full 
force,  could  do  comparatively  but  li(tle  more  evil. 
It  had  deranged  and  destroyed  all  (be  long-estab« 
iished  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor--bad  invali- 
dated contracts,  and  released  from  their  obligatioas 
all  tbe  large  and  princely  debtors.  It  bad  afforded 
ah  opportunity  for  thousands  to  be  released  from 
(heir  debts,  who  otherwise  would  have  paid  them, 
and  thtfreby  enabled  (hose  to  whom  they  were  m- 
debted,  in  their  turn  to  pay  their  debts.*  lliis  last 
class— -the  creditors  of  those  who  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  tbe  bankrapt  law— have  been  made 
bankrupts  by  its  operation;  and  now,  by  its  repeal^ 
you  will  leave  them  without  remedy.  Was  this 
justl  Was  that  tbe  way  tbe  obligation  of  contracts 
ought  to  be  maintainedl  Much,  if  not  all,  tbe  op- 
position in  tbe  public  mind  against  tbe  bankrapt 
law,  was  owing  to  its  volubtary  and  retrospective 
action — its  violation  of  past  engagements  and  ex- 
isting contracts.  But  ibese  had  been  already  can- 
celled by  it;  and  (be  repeal  ef  the  law  would  not 
restore  these  obligations— would  not  j^lace  them  in 
the  situation  they  were  before  its  passage.    The 

I  evil  it  had  done  could  not,  therefore,  be  remedied* 
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If  it  remftined  in  force,  it  coo  Id  now  only  affect 
coBtracls  made  under  it,  andcoaht  do  no  po%:iiive 
wrong.  Many  had  been  made  bankrupt  by  the 
effects  of  the  law,  who  otherwise  would  b^ve  paid 
alt  their  debts.  He  doubted  the  policy  or  justice  of 
makiBg  these  its  Tictims,  and  then  tu  deprive  them 
of  its  remedies  bjr  legislation. 

Before  its  passage,  every  man  knew  when  he  in* 
corred  a  debt  what  were  ihe  penalties  for  non-pay- 
ment. All  knew  what  they  bad  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  as  creditors,  or  to  give  or  suffer  a^  debtors; 
all  the  debtors  and  creditors  stood  upon  the  same 
platform.  If  they  repealed  the  law  before  all  the 
relations  of  these  parties  that  have  been  changed 
of  it  have  been  arranged  according  to  its  provis- 
ions, manifest  lojnstice  would  be  done  to  a  large 
portion  of  them.  Those  who  have  been  released, 
bavehftd  especial  benefits  conferred  upon  them; 
which  especial  benefits  have  bankrupted  others, 
who  will  be  left  under  all  (heir  obligations  to  others, 
again,  without  claims  on  thosfc  who  werejlndebted 
to  them.  This  was,  he  said,  a  great  wrong,  and 
one  inflicted  by  the  Governmeat. 

With  these  view?  of  the  subject,  it  having  done 
most  of  the  evil  it  could  do,  he  was  not  in  so  great  a 
hnny  to  repeal  it  as  were  some  of  those  who  had  the 
sin  of  its  passage  on  their  heads.  He  was  for 
making  it  the  minister  of  some^ood,to compensate, 
in  part,  for  the  evil  it  bad  done.  If  it  could  be 
made<aftd  he  betieved  it  eonld)  to  operate  on  all 
the  banks  and  other  corporations  of  the  country,  it 
-would  be  one  of  the  most  salutary  laws  ever  en- 
aeMd.  Iliere  was  nothing  ihat  had  so  much 
denaged  and  imfpded  the  healthy  action  of  the 
haainesa  of  the  country,  as  the  non-payment  of 
specie  by  the  banks  of  many  parts  ^f  the  coan- 
try.  They  had  for  years,  and  now,  in  many 
pkeesy  sat  like  an  incubus  upon  its  industry,  and 
blightifig  its  prosperity.  If  these  could  be  made  to 
.pay  specie  or  to  dose  ihair  doors,  the  ex- 
'Sbimges  of  the  eoiuitry  would  immediately  be 
regulated,  and  its  prosperity  begin  to  advance. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  applying  the  bank- 
lopt  law  to  all  such  institutions,  and  to  have 
Ibem  expunged  or  purified  before  it  was  repealed. 
He  would,  Uierefore,  suggest  to  his  colleague  [Mr. 
0.  J.  InanuBOLL]  so  to  dMUge  his  proposition,  as  to 
sflihraee  «<l  bahks  and  tf«dmf  eorporatioas  within 
ike  provisionk  of  the  law.  Of  the  power  of  Gon- 
gicsBto  do  so,  be  had  not  the  least  doubt;  nor 
woaldhe  naakeany  distinction  between  banks  whose 
stock  was  held  by  States  and  those  held  by  indlvid- 
tals.  Na  mttiter  who  or  what  the  corporator  or 
oorpofMon  were,  itiras  not  with  (hem  the  law 
would  bare  to  do;  but  with  the  corporation,  or 
lather  wMi  its  property,  its  debtors,  and  itscred- 
itovs;  and  these  ought  to  be  snbjeetto  the  pen* 
allies  and-provisiotts  of  the  baakrut^t  law,  as  much 
as  aay  ciha  property,  debtors,  and  creditors.  Be« 
lievinig  this,  he  would  vote  aganat  all  propositions 
ikat  ^&i  not  embnce  all  bahks.  His  object  was 
10  leach  them  all,  and  he  would  make  no  distine- 
tkm,  nor  lake  anythlag  1«8S.  If  he  could  not  get 
Mtf  ha  wonkl  go  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  altogether. 

Mr.  PICKBN8  said,  to  test  the  question,  and  to 
bring  the  Hoase  to  a  direct  vote,  he  should  move 
the  previous  question;  and,  he  would  |dd,  th%t  if 
gentlaoisn  attempted  to  embarrass  the  bill  with  col- 
lateral issnesy  ihey  would  defoat  it.  .  He  called, 
then,  upon  gentlemen  (and  more  particularly  as 
Ihi  people  whom  they  represented  had  decided 
against  the  ezpedie&ey  and  the  eonstitutlonaltiy  of 
ihM  odiotis  law)  to  come  to  the  vote,  and  make  re- 
peal toiperative.  With  that  view,  he  moved  the 
pievious  question;  on  which  he  demanded  tellers. 

Ifr.  HOPKINS  and  other  gentlemen  made 
iome  ofoserrations  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Ciroliaa,  [Mr.  Picxkns,]  whieh  were  not  heard  at 
the  reponet^  desk;  and,  in  the  confusion,  an  ad- 
josmnenc  was  moved. 

The  ^BAKER  put  the  question,  and  it  pre- 
?aitod-i^  in  the  affirmative,  and  75  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  the  House  then  adjourned^ 


IN  SENATE. 
WnnissDaT,  December  31, 1849. 
..  Mr.  BATB8  presented  a  petition  Drom  Seneca 
Thomas,  praying  for  a  penriom  referred,  to  jhe  || 
QonmiUtw  on  Peniions,  1 


Mr.  BfiRRIBN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  on  the 
ground  that  its  continuance  will  produce  a  salu- 
tary effect,  by  preventing  overtrading,  dtc:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials 
from  manufacturers  of  hats,  asking  Congress  to 
repeal  the  25  per  cent,  duty  on  imported  furs:  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiiiee  on  Manofactures. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  FiUe- 
brown,  jr.;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se'c^ 
ond  reading. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 
Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  frem  Wash- 
ingtoii  county,  Termont,  by  w.  Richardson,  pray- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  accompa- 
nied by  a  letter  to  him,  stating  that  the  people  of 
Vermont  were  as  unanimous  as  tbeLegislatttre'of 
their  State  in  condemning  that  net  Mr.  B.  would 
lake  the  ofportutrity  which  the  presematioa  of  this 
petition  offered,  to  declare  that,  holding  the  b&nk- 
ropt  act  to  be  unconstitutional  at  six  different 
point8,(ibe  extinction  of  the  debt  witheuttbe  consent 
of  (  given  majority  of  the  creditors  being  at  the 
head  of  these  points,)  he  would  vete  for  no  repeal 
which  would  permit  the  act  to  continue  in  fbi^e 
for  the  trial  of  depending  cases,  unless  with  pre- 
visions which  wonld  bring  the  action  of  the  law 
within  the  Constitution.  To  say  nothing,  at  pres- 
ent, of  other  points  of  nnconstitationality,  he  limit- 
ed himself  to  the  abolition  of  debts  wiibont  the 
consent  of  a  given  majority  of  the  creditors.  This, 
)ie  held,  no  power  in  oar  country  can  do.  Congress 
can  onlv  go  as  far  as  the  bankrupt  systems  of 
Bogland  and  other  countries  go;  and  that  is,  to 
require  the  consent  of  a  given  majority  of  the  cred- 
itors (four-fifths  in  number  and  vdue  in  Bngland 
and  Scotland)  and  that  founded  upon  a  judibial  cer- 
tificate of  integrity  by  the  commissioners  who  ex- 
amined the  case,  and  approved  afterwards  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Upon  these  principles  only 
coald  Congress  act:  npon  these  principles  the  Con- 
gress of  1800  acted,  in  making  a  bankrapt  act: 
and  to  these  principles  he  would  endeavor  to 
conform  the  action  of  the  present  act  so 
long  as  'it  might  ran.  He  held  all  the  certifi- 
cates granted  by  the  courts  to  be  null  and  void; 
and  that  the  question  of  the  validity  wduld  be  ear- 
ned before  the  courts,  and  before  the  tribunal  of 
l>ublic  opinion.  The  fodec!al  Jtidges  de^ed  the 
aliea  and  sedition  law  to  be  coneiitutional.  The 
people  retrersed  that  decision,  and  ^ut  down  the 
men  who  held  it.  This  bankrupt  act  was  mueh 
more  glaiingly  unomstitulional— 4niich  more  hn- 
moral— nad  called  moire  loudly  upon  the  people  to 
rise  against  it.  If  he  was  a  United  States  judge, 
he  would  decide  the  act  to  be  unconstitutional.  If 
he  was  a  State  court,  and  one  of  these  certificates 
of  discharge  from  debts  should  be  pleaded  in  bar  be- 
fore him,  on  an  action  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
the  old  debt,  he  would  treat  ihe  certificate  as  a  nul- 
lity, and  throw  It  out  of  court.  If  commanded  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  resign  first.  The 
English  law  held  all  bankrupts,  whose  certificates 
were  not  signed  by  the  given  majority  of  the  cred- 
itors, to  be  ymcoHfimUd;  and,  as  such,  he  held  all 
these  to  be  who  had  received  certificates  un- 
der'our  law.  They  had  no  certificate  of  dis- 
charge from  a  given  majority  of  the  credit- 
ors; and  were,  therefore,  what  the  Bn^lsh 
law  called  "naeeW^/icsled  ftenlEruplt."  He  said  the 
bankrupt  systems  formed  the  creditois  late  a  ptrt- 
nership  for  the  management  of  the  debtor^  estate, 
and  his  discharge  from  debt;  and,  in  this  partnership, 
a  given  majority  acted  for  the  whol^^  all  having  the 
same  interest  in  what  was  lost  or  saved;  and,  there^ 
fore,  to  b6  governed  by  a  given  majority,  doing 
what  was  l^st  for  the  whole.  But  even  to  thii 
there  were  limitations.  The  four-fifths  could  not 
release  the  debt  of  the  remaining  fifth,  exeeipl  npon 
a  certificate  of  integrity  from  the  commiasloneis 
who  tried  the  ease,  and  a  final  approval  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  The  law  made  itself  party  to  the 
dischaige,  as  it  does  in  a  case  of  divorce,  and  for 
the  sake  of  good  morals;  ahd  required  the  judicial 
certificate  of  integrity,  without  which  the  releusa 
of  four-fiflbt  of  the  oreditors  would  not  extinguish 


.the  debt  of  the  other  fifth.  It  is  only  in  this  way 
that  Congress  can  act.  It  can  only  act  aoeordiai^ 
tto  the  established  piinciples  of  the  bankrupt  sys- 
tems. Ii  had  no  inberenjt  or  aupceme ,  authortt|r 
over  debts.  It  ^uld  -not  abolish  debts  as  it 
pleased.  It  eould  not  confound  bankruptcy  and 
insolvency,  -iMBd  so  get  >hold  of  all  debts,  and 
^weep  them  off  as  it  pleased.  All  this  was  des- 
potism, such  I  as  only  could  be  k>oked  for  in  a 
jQovemoMnt .  nhish  jiad  no  limits,  either  on  its 
nK)raI  or  political  powers.  The  attempt  to  eon- 
.found  insolvency  vnd  bankruptcy,  and  to  make 
Congress :  supreme  over  both,  was  the  most  daring 
jkitaok  on  the  Constitution>  on  the  State  laws,  on 
the  rights  of  proparty,  a^d  on  public  morals, 
ithich  the  history  of  Europe  or  Ai^fkn  exhibited. 
.There  was,  no  paralled  to  it  in  Europe  or  Ameriaa. 
It  was  repudiation— universal  repudiation  ef  all 
debla-i^t  the  will  of  Abe  debtor.  .The  jaw  waa>8ib- 
versive  of  civil  society;  and  he  called  PponOoti- 
gress,  the  State  L^islatured,  the ,  Federal  and 
State  judiciaries— and,  above  all,  the  people — to 
brand  it  for  unconstitutionality  and  immorality, 
tnd  to  put  it  down. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  laid  down  the  law,  but  he 
would  refer  to  the /brms  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
Jaw  pro/ided  (or  ezecoting  itself.  These  forms 
were  the  highest  evidences  of  the  law.  They  were 
framed  by  men  learned  in  the  law — approved  by 
the  courts^-and  studied  by  the  apprentices  to  the 
law.  They  should  also  be  studied  by  the  journey- 
men—by the  professors— and  by  the  ermined 
judges.  In  this  case,  especially,  they  should  be  so 
studied.  Bankraptcy  was  a  branch  ef  the  law  but 
little  studied  in  our  cbuntry.  Tbe  mass  of  the 
comnmnity  were  uninformed  npon  it;  and  the  latitu- 
dinariaKi,  who  eould  find  no  limits  to  tbe  power  of 
our  Government  were  daringly  presuming  upon  the 
general  ignorance,  by  undertaking  to  confound 
bankruptcy  and  htfolveacy,  and  claiming  for  Con- 
gress a  despotic  power  over  both.  This  daring  at- 
tempt must  be  chastised.  Congress  must  be  driven 
back  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution;  and  for 
that  pnrpose,  tne  principles  of  the  bankrupt 
.systems  most  be  made  known  to  the  people.  The 
ftrms  are  one  of  the  beet  mo(!|e8  of  doing  this: 
and  here  are  tbe  farms  of  a  bankrupt's  certificate 
in  Qreat  Britain— the  cotmtry  from  Which  our 
Constitution  borrowed  the  system.  [Mr.  B.  then 
read  from  JaG0t)6^s.Lliw  Dictionary,  title  Bank" 
mpfey,  at  tbe  end  of  the  title,  the  thre§  forms  of 
the  certificates  which  were  necessary  to  release  n 
debtor  from  hitt  debts.1  The  first  fcrm  was  that  of 
the  commissioners  t^no  examined  the  case,  and 
who  certified  to  the  integrity  of  the  bankrapt,  and 
that  he  had  conformed  in  all  particulars  to  tbe  act. 
The  second  form  was  that  of  the  certificate  of  four- 
fifths  of  his  creditors,  **&llowing  him  to  he  dhthargei 
Jrtm  kis  d<6fi."  The  third  was  the  certificate  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  certifying  that  notice  of 
these  two  certificates  having  been  published  for 
twenty-one  davs  in  tbe  London  Gazette,  and  no 
cause  being  shown  to  the  con^ary,  the  certi- 
ficates granted  by  tbe  commissioners  and  by 
the  creditors  were  <*  eenyirmed.**  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  could  the  debtor  be  discharged  from 
his  debts;  and  with  all  this,  the  act  of  1800  in  the 
United  Sutes  perfectly  agreed,  only  taking  two- 
thirds  instead  of  four-fifhs  of  the  creditors.  Cen-^ 
gress  |eould  only  absolve  debts  in  this  way»  and 
that  among  the  proper  subjects  of  a  bankrupt  law: 
and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  must  revolt 
against  any  attempt  to  do  it  in  any  ether  form* 
The  present  act  was  repudiation— criminal  repudi- 
ation, as  fhr  as  any  one  chose  to*repudlate— anct 
must  be  put  down  by  the  community. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Jodidaqr 
Committee* 

On  motton  ef  Mr.  PORTEB,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  firom  the  files  of  the  Senate  (for  tfie 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  other  House)  the  pa^ 
pers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  certain  compftniee 
of  Michigan  militia. 

Mr.  KING  presented  to  the  Senate  a  msflnoriaL 
adopted  hy  the  Legislature  ef  Alabama,  ^rpon  the 
subject  of  lands  which  had  been  recently  acquiied 
from  the  Cfaerokees,  which,  through  aa  error  ef 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  IjukI  Offioe*  b/|d 
I  been  adyertised  for  file  in  Jtnuary  iiext|  oontrgi| 
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to  ibe  understanding  with  the  residents  thereon 
endtJed  to  pre-emptions— that  one  year  would  b«  al- 
"  Jowed  them  (from  the  time  of  the  filing  in  the  office 
the  plttti  of  sonrey)  before  the  lands  were  brought 
into  market,  to  prore  their  rights  to  pre-emption. 

Mr.  K.  was  understood  to  say  .that  he  had  called 
upon  the  present  Commissioner,  and  represented 
to  him  the  understanding  of  the  former  Commis- 
^oner  with  tbeselresidents,  (of  which  he  was  una- 
ware;) and  that  the  tales  had  been  postponed  so  as 
10  gi?e  the  pre-emptors  the  benefit  of  the  twelve 
tnonthsintenrening  the  filing  of  the  plats  ancT  the 
sale  to  establish  their  rights.  He  considered,  there- 
iore»  that  the  object  of  |he  memorial  was  aceom- 
plishedi  though  he  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Public  Land?;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  Ezekiel 
Wade,  praying  remuneration  for  property  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

THE  OREGON  BILL. 

Mr*  LINN,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
snbjfct,  reported  back,  with  several  amendments, 
the  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  extending  portions  cf 
the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  over  the  same,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  amendments  were  ordered 
to  1)0  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Tal  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  K.  Churchill  for  a  privateer  pension; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over  one  dajr  under  the  rule: 

jRetototd^  That  the  40th  rule  for  coodnctlng  the  bnsiDees  Id 
the  Senate^  ana  which  requires  the  Senate  to  close  its  doors 
when  transacting  executive  business,  be  rescinded,  and  that  Uie 
Jienate  shall  hereafter  sit  with  open  doors  when  transacting  all 
bosioess  except  treaty  business. 

MAIL  FACIUTIBS. 

Mr.  KING  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen^ 
ate  to  an  act  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
establishing  post  offices  and  post  rentes.  It  would 
be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
that  act,  considerable  discussion  arose  regarding 
the  propriety  of  establishing  a  post  office  near  the 
city  of  Alexandria;  and,  after  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject,  upon  all  the  information  that  could 
"be  collected,  both  Houses  determined  that  that  of- 
fice ought  not  to  be  established.  By  an  error  of 
the  engrossing  clerk— certainly  not  intentional — 
the  clause  requiring  the  establishment  of  that  of- 
fice was  retained  in  the  bill.  The  Postmaster 
Qeneral«  however,  though  aware  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  office  at  that  place  was  improper  and 
uncalled /or,  yet,  finding  it  in  the  statute-book,  felt 
bound  to  execute  the  law.  To  arrest  his  action  in 
the  matter^  he  (Mr.  Kino)  now  brought  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  If  it  were  considered 
that  it  was  a  part  of  the  law,  it  ought  to  be  repeal- 
ed. He  hoped  the  chairmsn  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  would  turn  his  at- 
tention  to  the  subject;  for,  unless  the  committee 
brought  forward  5ome  proposition  for  its  repeal,  he 
(Mr.  KiMo)  would  feci  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring 
forward  a  bill  to  repeal  it.  He  would  await  the 
action  of  the  committee  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  (at  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
day,)  in  reference  to  the  subject  to  which  the  Sena- 
^  lor  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Kino]  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  observed,  that  he  was  satis- 
fied, upon  looking  at  the  law  passe4  last  session 
for  the  establishment  of  post-offices  and  post  routes, 
that  a  very  material  error  had  been  committed 
(probably  in  the  engrossment  of  the  bill)  in  that 
part  of  It  which  related  to  the  establishment  of  a 
post-office  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  at  a  semi- 
nary a  few  miles  from  Alexandria.  The  Senate 
actually  refused  to  establish  such  an  office.  He 
now  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave  to- 
monow  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  that  portion  of 
the  law. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  BENTON  submined  a  resolution,  whidi 
was  read,- as  follows: 

Reso^edt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested 10  inform  the  Senate  wtiether  the  late  specia)  minister 


from  Great  Britain  (o  the  United  States  made  any  proposition, 
informally  or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  for  the  assuinption  or  guaranty  of  the  Stale 
debts  by  ihe  Goyernment  of  the  United  t^tatea  to  the  holders  of 
said  debts. 

Mr.  ARCHER  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  the  present.  < 

Mr.  CONRAD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis,  posimas^ter  at  New 
Orleans;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr/LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  by  the  rule: 

Resohotd,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  of  ttie  nature  and  extent  of  the  ^'informal  communica- 
tions" which  look  place  between  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  British  special  minister  during  ihe  late  negotia- 
tion in  Washington  City  on  the  '•subject  of  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  the  Secate  what  were 
the  reasons  which  prevented  **  any  agreement  on  the  sul^ect 
at  present,"  and  which  made  it  'Mnezpedient  to  include  that 
subject  among  the  subjects  of  formal  n^otiation."  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  send  to 
the  Senate  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Fremont's  reporwof  llie  recent 
exploring  expedition  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  War  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  send 
to  the  Senate  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  appeint* 
ed  to  select  a  site  for  a  Western  armory. 

CLAIMS   AQAINST  THE   GOVERNMENT. 

The  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Phelps  to 
amend  the  rule  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  96th 
of  January,  1843,  providing  that  it  shall  not  be  in 
order  to  re-present  a  claim  once  reported  against  by 
either  of  the  standing  committees,  such  report 
having  been  concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  was  taken 
up  and  adopted,  as  follows,  viz: 

Provided,  That  this  rule  shall  not  extend  to  any  cases 
whereon  adverse  reports,  not  in  writing,  may  hare  hetn  made 
previous  to  the  said  26th  day  of  January,  1842. 

BILLS  ORDERED  TO  BE  ENGROSSED. 

Senate  bill  entitled  <*An  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
linquishment of  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land 
granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  to  select  other 
lands  in  lien  thereof,"  was  taken  up  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  on  an  amendment  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  authorizing  the  re- 
linquishment by  legal  subdivisions,  if  preferred. 

Mr.  KINQ  thought  it  was  extending  the  privi- 
lege too  far,  to  allow  the  relinquishment  of  less  than 
quarter  sections,  and  might  lead  to  great  public  in- 
convenience and  prejudice. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  in  this  'opinion;  and  submitted  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
[Mr.  Smith,]  whether  it  was  not  carrying  the  thing 
too  far,  to  allow  the  relinquishment  of  forty  acres 
of  a  section  to  be  picked  out  of  the  heart  of 
another  section. 

Mr.  SMITH  remarked  that  portions  of  the 
school  sections  were  ponds,  and  totally  unfit  for 
anything;  and  the  committee,  considering  the  ben- 
eficial objects  for  which  the  privilege  was  asked, 
bad  concluded  to  grant  it. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  so  as  to  allow  the  selection  to  be  made  of 
any  lands  in  the  Siate  where  the  relinqni^hed 
section  might  lie,  instead  of  confining  the  selections 
to  the  same  township. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  bjll  entitled  '*An  act  in  relation  to 
donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas," 
was  considered  as  in  committee  rf  the  whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas who  lost  their  improvem^^nts  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
Cherokee  Indian?,  came  up  in  order  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  but 

On  the  snggestion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  who  wished 
to  amend  it  so  as  to  include  some  cases  of  citizens 
of  Louisiana,  it  was  postponed  till  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  then 
.  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  21,  1843. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  KEIM  of  Pennsylvania  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  A.  Troxee  and  fourteen  others,  hatters,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  praying  Congress  that  all  hatters* 
furs  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  desired  to  be  informed 
as  to  the  exact  state  of  the  question  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
they  adjourned  last  evening.  He  desired  to  know, 
if  he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  the 
pending  motion,  and  then  move  the  previous 
question,  if  it  would  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not.  He 
would,  however,  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  if  there  were  any  reports  from 
the^tanding  committees  of  the  House,  they  would 
be  th^  first  business  in  order. 

The  standir^  committees  were  then  called  in 
their  order;  and  reports  were  made  as  follows: 

From  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by 
Mr.  FILLMORE. 

From  the  Committee  of  Claims,  by  Messrs. 
COWEN  and  GIDDINQS. 

Mr.  COWEN,;from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

reported  the  following  resolution: 

Retolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Fridsy  and  Satarday, 
the  23d  and  24ih  insiant,  meet  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  for  the  par* 
psse  of  disposing  of  itie  burfness  upon  the  prirate  calendar. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  C^  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  its  adop- 
tion; but  the  call  not  being  sustained  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  tellers  iiere  called  for,  and 
ordered;  when,  on  taking  the  Question,  the  resolt 
was,  ayes  75,  noes  68. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  commiUee,  of- 
fered the  following  resolutiom 

Reaolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  amhoriMd  to 
continue  in  employment  their  clerlr,  at  the  connpensatioD  bore* 
tofore  allowed  him,  until  the  funtier  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAVE  J&HNSON  asked  if  that  resolution 
wan  in  order.    If  not,  he  should  object  to  it. 

The  SP^KER  said  that  it  was  the  report  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  e<»nmittee 
who  had  heretofore  the  charge  of  this  Bubjeety  had 
examined  it  with  great  care,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  services  of  this  clerk  were  not 
necessary  during  the  recess.  Accordirgly,  when 
the  resolution  to  continue  bis  employment  came 
up,  an  amendment  was  offered  and  adopted,  lim* 
iting  the  employment  to  the  then  session  of  Ctm* 
gross  [last  session.]  This  resolution  was  to  au- 
thorize the  Committee  of  Claims  to  employ  a 
clerk,  who  had  annually  been  continued  in  em- 
ployment for  years.  Now,  if  the  Committee  of 
Claims  wanted  to  employ  a  clerk  during  the  see- 
sion  of  Congress  only,  he  would  not  obfeet  to  it; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  annual  employment  of 
one. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  desired  to  know  whether 
this  clerk  was  a  regular  and  stationary  cfilcer  of 
the  House,  and  was  employed  in  the  recess. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  he  had  been 
annually  employed  for  years. 

Mr.  SMITH  further  desired  to  know  what  the 
clerk^s  services  were,  and  what  was  hie  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  this  gentleman  had 
been  regularly  employed  since  the  year  18S6  m 
keeping  the  records  and  doing  the  clerical  bnsineflB 
of  the  committee,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress, 
and  in  preparing  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the 
committee  since  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  G.  ezplaineti  the  great  usefulness  and 
importance  of  this  digest,  and  spoke  in  a  highly  fa*> 
vorable  manner  of  the  services  of  the  clerk.  Mr. 
G.  then  called  for  the  readios  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  asked  what  was  the  compen- 
sation of  thi^  clerk. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  |l,500  per 
annum. 

Mr.  C4VE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  iioiitiog  the  employment  of  the  clerk 
to  the  present  session. 
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Mr.  CO  WEN  observed  that  an  iDquiry  had  been 
Bade  whether  this  clerk  bad  been  continued  in  the 
eiiplojment  of  the  committee  since  the  expiration 
of  (he  last  session.  He  wouM  answer  thai  que^ 
tioD  by  sayings  that  he  had  been  laboring  very  as- 
sdaoiisty  in  the  committee-room, during  the  rece&«, 
ifl  rnakjng  np  its  records,  and  in  conMoaiDgAhe  di- 
gest of  the  decisions  of  the  committee,  which  be 
bad  a  long  time  been  engaged  in.  He  understood 
aad  believed  that  he  bad  not  lost  more  than  one  or 
(WO  days  since  the  last  selsion.  He  would  foriher 
say»  that,  without  the  services  rendered  b^  hi  in  in 
the  recess,  the  committee  woold  not  have  been 
able  to  commence  their  labors  as  early  as  they  did 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  if  the  services 
performed  daring  the  recess  were  not  services  that 
had  heretofore  l>een  performed  by  the  regular  clerks 
in  the  Clerks  office.  Mr.  J.  also  said  that  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  at  the  last  session  limiting  the  em- 
ployment of  this  clerk  to  that  session  only. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
resolotion  was  so  amended,  but  that  it  was  no^ 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginta  observed  that  it  seem- 
ed extraordinary  to  him  why  it  should  be  necessary 
for  this  committee  to  employ  a  clerk  during  the 
recess.  The  committee  met  but  three  times  a  week, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  clerk  could  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  committee,  and  perform  the 
ether  services  spoken  of  during  ihe  times  the  com- 
mittee were  not  in  session.  The  clerk  had  six 
days  In  the  week  to  Work  in,  and  yet  it  seemed  that 
be  could  not  keep  up  his  records,  but  must  have 
the  recess  to  do  it  in.  Mr.  S.  further  observed, 
that  some  of  the  most  important  committees  of  the 
House  bad  no  clerk  allowed  them«  and  were  com- 
pelled to  attend  to  their  own  clerical  duties.  There 
was  the  Committee  of  Revolutionary  Claims,  for 
instance,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  who  had  ne 
iaeonriderable  amount  of  corre>pondence  and  other 
writing  to  attend  to  without  having  a  clerk  to  as- 
sist them.  He  thought  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  ought  to  be  adoped. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution; 
because,  having  the  fullest  confidecce  in  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  ready  to  believe,  from  their  report 
on  the  subject,  that  the  services  of  this  clerk  were 
highly  important  and  neoes^ry.  Mr.  B.  also 
spoke  very  favorably  of  the  efficiiency^  of  the  clerk, 
and  the  regularity  of  his  attention  to  his  duties. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  C.  Jorn- 
son^  amendment;  and  it  was  adopted — ayes  133| 
noes  63. 

The  question  recurriog  on  the  resolution  as 
amended, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed  to  provide  compensation  for  the  services  of  this 
clerk  during  the  recess?  Now,  at  the  last  session  ft 
resohition  was  passed,  limiting  his  services  to  that 
sevion;  and  if  it  was  now  intended,  in  the  face  of 
that  resolution,  to  pay  him  for  the  recess,  he  would 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  observed,  that  the  services  render- 
ed were  important  and  indispensable;  and  the  clerk, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  days,  had  been 
regularly  emptoyed.  The  Government  had  had 
the  benefit  of  his  services,  and  he  ought  to  be  paid 
for  them;  and,  the  simple  question  now  was,  wheth- 
er the  Gk>Ternment  should  take  the  services  of  this 
individual  without  paying  him  for  them. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  desired  lo  know  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  whether  the  Heuse,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, did  not,  by  a  solemn  vote,  limit  the  services 
of  this  clerk  10  that  session? 

Mr.  CO  WEN  presumed  that  it  was  so.  But  be 
would  observe,  that  the  clerk  himself  knowing  how 
neeeiBaryand  indispensable  the  continuation  of  his 
work  was,  of  his  own  motion  went  into  the  com- 
mittee-room and  continued  his  labors,  relying  on 
the  justice  of  Congress  to  pay  him. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  observed  that  the  question 
was  not,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
whether  the  House  would  take  the  strvices  of  this 
eleik  for  nothing;  but  the  true  question  was,  whether 
the  deci^on  of  the  House  that  his  services  in 
the  recess  were  not  wanted,  should  stand;  and 
whether  he  should  be  permitted,  of  his  own  motion, 
to  thrwt  bimielf  into  tb«ir  oommittee-room,  and 


perform  services  which  ihey  had  solemnly  declar<;d 
Kboxld  not  be  rendered. 

Mr.  TURNEYn^oved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "continue^'  and  insert  the 
word  **employ;**  the  effect  of  which  was  to  prevent 
his  being  continued  during  the  recess.  The  House 
at  the  last  session  (Mr.  T.  said)  passed  a  resolu- 
tion limiting  his  employment  to  that  seMion;  not- 
withstanding which,  he,  of  his  own  motion,  went 
into  the  committee-room,  and  performed  services 
which  the  House  declared  were  not  necessary,  and 
now  came  forward  and  asked  to  be  paid  for  it.  If 
the  House  should  now  pay  him  for  working  on  his 
own  authority  during  the  Isitt  recess,  it  would  be 
setting  a  precedent  under  which  he  would  have 
nothing  more  to  do  but  to  set  the  present  resolution 
at  defiance,  go  into  the  committee-room  again  in 
the  next  recess,  and  at  the  next  session  again 
demand  pay  for  it.  It  would  have  been  far  better 
(Mr.  T.  said)  to  have  adopted  a  resolution  origi- 
nally paying  him  for  his  services  in  the  recess,  and 
con  tinning  him  in  regular  employment,  than  to 
permit  the  solemn  decision  of  the  Elouse  to  be 
thus  set  aside.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by  calling  for 
the  veas  and  nays  on  the  question;  which  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  offered  a  few  remarks  in  expla- 
nation, previous  to  the  taking  of  the  question,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would  not  di 
regard  all  former  precedents  on  the  subject,    an^ 
take  the  services  ot  this  clerk  for  nothing. 

The  House  rejected  the  amendment — ayes  93, 
noes  101. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  CHAIR  annoimced  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law, 
with  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Biaif  ard]  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [C.  J.  Inqersoll]  to  in-* 
struct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  excluding 
voluntary  applicants,  and  banks  owned  by  States, 
and  including  such  corporations  not  owned  by 
States  as  issue  notes  of  circulation.  The  pending 
question  was  a  motion  for  the  previous  question 
mnde  by  Mr.  Picxbms. 

Mr.  CUSHING  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  call,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer  a 
proposition. 

After  some  conversation  backwards  and  for- 
wards, 

Mr.  PICKENS  assented,  on  condition  that  the 
motion  should  be  renewed. 
'  Mr.  CUSHINQ  then  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question  would  be  cut  off  all  amendments 
and  insuuctions,  and  bring  up  the  question  upon 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  What 
he  proposed  was,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bariiard]  should  withdraw  his  motion 
to  commit  the  bill,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
instructions  would  fall  to  the  ground,  and  he  (Mr. 
C.)  be  enabled  to  tender  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Hou«e.  He  weald  send  his 
amendment  to  the  Chair,  that  it  might  be  read  for 
information.  The  amendment  was  then  read  by 
the  Clerk,  as  follows;  so  that,  instead  of  taking  ef- 
fect on  the  5th  December,  1843,  it  shall  read: 

kk  ^Tbu  thia  act  thall  not  aflfect  any  caae  or  procaadtof  In 
bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  pasMige  of  thli  act;  or  any 
paioe,  |)enalUee,  or  forfettaree  incarred  under  the  eaid  act;  bat 
erary  focti  proeiBadtng  may  Im  cooUnuedtolta  final  oonaafflroa* 
tk)0,  in  Ulce  manner  aa  if  Inia  aci«bad  not  been  paaaed." 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  woiild  consent  to  with* 
draw  his  motion  to  commit,  on  one  condition}  aad 
that  was,  that  he  be  permitted  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  He  would  send  his 
substitute  to  the  Chair,  to  be  read  for  information: 

Be  it  •naoudt  Ac,  That  ao  much  of  the  act  entitled  **Ab  act 
to  eatablieh  a  uniform  ayatem  of  t>ankruptcy  throughtrat  the 
IJaited  Btatee/' approved  on  the  lOtb  day  of  August,  1841,  aa 
authorizeaany  paraoo  ovring  debta  to  apply,  by  petition,  fbr  the 
benefit  of  aaid  act,  together  with  atl  the  parte  ofrach  act  which 
are  applicable  aolely  to  the  mode  of  olHainiog  tip  benefit  of 
the  proviaiooa  of  each  act  inbehalfofdebtors^by  therolun- 
tarir  petition  of  auch  debtora,  without  the  concurrence-  or  aid 
of  fie  credltora.  be,  and  the  eame  la  hereby,  repealed :  iVe> 
viM,  That  thia  act  ahall  not  alTect  any  caee  or  proceeding  bi 
banltruptcy  already  commenced,  or  which  ahall  be  commenced 
before  uie  4th  day  of  March  next,  or  aay  palna,  peoaltiea,  or 
foHeltarea  preacribed  In  and  incomd,  or  which  shall  be  in» 
cvrred,  under  aaid  act. 


He  proposed  this,  hoping  that  it  might  prove 
acceptable  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachpsetts, 
[Mr.  CusHuvG.l  in  lieu  of  his  own. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  was  unwilling  to  accept  of  the 
amendment,  because  it  went  beyond  the  objeot 
which  he  desired  to  attain.  His  object  was  to 
perfect  the  bill,  without  going  beyond  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD.  If  my  proposition  be  ad- 
mitted, it  will  include  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  "^ 

Mr.  CUSHINQ.    Yes,  and  something  more. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  ont  of  order. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  again  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  BiaMABD,]  to  With- 
draw the  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  BARNARD  here  declined. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  in  accordance  with  the  pledge 
he  had  given,  moved  the  pre?ious  question. 

Tellers  [Messrs.  Hopkihs  and  Linn]  were  ap- 
pointed, who  reported — ayes  CO,  noes  94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  sustain  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  question 
to  be  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  ohservations.  When  the  bankrapt  bill  was 
•under  consideration,  and  before  it  was  passed,  be 
talked  to  the  House  by  the  hour  against  it;  and  he 
proposed  some  twenty  or  thtrty  amendments,  but 
no  attention  was  paid  to  ihem.  The  bill  was 
passed  hastily,  and  without  due  consideration;  aiui 
the  effect  was  seen  in  these  proppsitions  to  repeal 
it.  The  House  was  now  proceeding  witi^  the 
same  haste  to  repeal,  as  they  proceeded  to  pass  the 
bill;  and  be  wished  to  make  a  few.  suggestions,  and 
to  ask  the  House  to  deliberate  on  a  measure  which 
was  to  affect  so  many  interests  iu  the  country.  If 
they  repealed  this  law,  without  qualification  or  re-. 
striction,  they  would  aff«ct  a  class  of  Tested 
interests  which  he  considered  good  faith  would 
not  allow .  them  to  touch.  And  what  weie 
theyl  They  were  interests  of  this  kind:  In  all 
cases  of  involuntary  bankruptcy,  where  credit- 
ors were  proceeding  against  iheir  debtors,  they 
had  the  nght,  if  an  act  of  bankruptcy  had  been 
committed,  to  have  the  debtors  declared  bank-' 
iiipts,  and  their  property  distributed  imeo  rtta  ac- 
cording to  their  debts;  to  set  aside  all  fraudulent 
conveyances  which  had. been  executed  within  sixty 
days  before  the  application;  and  to  disregard  all 
preferences  which  the  bankrupts  might  have  made. 
But,  by  this  hasty  legislation,  they  would  do  away 
with  all  these  rights.  He  could  illustrate  his  mean- 
ing by  citing  bis  own  case.  He  had  had  to  proceed 
against  an  individual,  to  compel  him  into  bank- 
ruptcy, to  cause  a  distribution  of  his  assets;  the 
case  was  afterwards  settled  by  compromise,  and 
therefore,  as  it  was  now  at  an  end,  he  had 
no  personal  interest;  but  he  doubted  not  there 
were  hundreds  of  similar  cases  existing,  and  they 
were  now,  by  hasty  proceedings,  about  to  nullify 
the  whole  that  had  been  done.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  proposition  made,  by  way  of  proviso  and 
salvo,  to  this  effect:  that  the  repealing  act  shall  not 
take  effect  except  from  its  passage;  or  the  5ih  day  of 
December,  as  it  now  stood;  or  from  the  1st  of  July^ 
as  was  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  BARNiao.]  And  what  was  the  object  of  a 
provision  of  that  sorti  He  would  tell  the  House, 
and  he  would  show  its  injustice  to  the  community. 
That  proceeding  was,  to  allow  all  those  who  had 
not  already  done  so,  to  cut  their  If  gal  obligations 
to  their  creditors.  Why  was  the  act  to  be  repeal- 
ed? It  was,  as  gentlemen  said,  in  obedience  to 
Sublic  sentiment  >  What  did  public  sentiment 
emand?  That  they  should  not  touch  the  legal 
obligation  of  contracts;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that 
sentiment,  it  was  proptned  to  repeal  this  law.  But, 
in  the  proviso,  they  said  they  would  allow  time  to 
cut  as  many  legal  obligations  as  possible.  And 
what  was  their  plea  for  ihatl  Why,  it  had  been 
said,  because  they  had  done  it  in  respect  to  some, 
they  should  therefore  do  it  in  respect  to  others. 
Their  having  done  it  in  respect  to  some,  was  made 
the  pretext  for  doing  it  towards  alb  and  that  was 
their  respect  for  public  sentimenti  and  that  was  the 
way  they  propoeed  to  do  for  the  people  what  it  was 
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said  ihe  people  reqaired  to  be  done}— that  is,  the 
people  reqaired  at  their  hands  that  the  obligation 
of  contracts  shonld  not  be  violated;  and  they  pro* 
posed  to  comply  with  that  demand,  by  allowing 
tiii^e  for  their  violation.  If  they  had  done  what 
was  wrong  by  the  passage  of  the  act  in  respect  *to 
contracts  heretofore  existing,  the  sooner  they  made 
reparation  the  better;  therefore,  they  ought  to  have 
no  proviso  of  that  sort. 

When  he  rose,  be  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
long  speech,  and  therefore  he  shoidd  now  merely 
say  that  he  should  make  no  proposition  to  amend; 
bat  he  should  give  such  a  vote  as  would  tend 
towards  carrying  out  the  principles  he  had  always 
held.  When  the  bankrupt  act  was  passed,  he 
told  Congress  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  but  not  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  this.  He 
was  Jn  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law  now,  and  he  ex* 
pected  to  die  in  favor  of  one.  He  knew  the  value 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  by  experience.  He  never  was 
sued  for  any  debt  contracted  on  his  own  account, 
in  his  life;  but  be  had  had  a  vast  number  of  writs 
for  debts  of  other  people.  He  had  been  made 
bankrupt  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  be  had  had  to  surrender  even  the  books  of 
his  office  to  pay  other  peopIe^s  debts.  Fortunately 
for  hiln,  he  had  got  clear  of  the  whole  of  it.  The 
principle  of  bankruptcy  which  they  ought  to  sanc- 
tion was  to  relieve  a  man  from  debts  incurred  by* 
'calamity,  and  not  by  imprudence;  but  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bankrupt  law,  they  had  failed  to  make 
that  distinction;  they  had  undertaken  to  relieve 
everybody  from  his  debts  created  by  imprudence, 
or  trom  the  consequences  of  his  frauds,  by  means 
of  which  debts  might  have  been  contracted;  and  it 
was  against  a  pdnciple  of  that  extent  that  so- 
ciety had  risen  up  as  with  the  voice  of  one  man. 
No  man  in  his  section  of  the  country  had  ever  said 
that  in  a  case  of  calamity  or  misfortune — for 
Heaven,  by  tempest,  or  by  flood  destroys  a  man's 
property — a  man  should  not  be  relieved. 

He  (Mr.  Urdbkwood)  protested  against  their 
mortgaging  the  faculties  of  a  man  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, or,  Shylock-Iike,  claiming  that  his 
flesh  should  be  meted  out:  yet  there  were  many 
who,  by  their  extravagance  or  imprudence,  had  got 
into  debt;  and  to  relieve  them  by  this  bankrupt 
lHw,  was  to  permit  them  tojgo  into  the  community, 
and  do  the  same  th<ng  again.  Now,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
ivould  vote  for  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  {Mr.  Barnard,]  if  he  wouki  reduce  the  time 
for  voluntary  bankruptcies. 

Mr.  BARNARD  agreed  to  amend  bis  proposi- 
tion, by  changing  the  day  from  the  1st  July  to  the 
Ist  April. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  would*  then  consider  that 
alteration  as  made  in  the  gentleman^  proposition. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  after  conversation  with  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  again  changed  the  day,  from  the 
Ist  of  April  to  the  4th  of  March. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  lay  that  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  withdrew  his  motion  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BLACK  said,  when  the  propf r  time  came, 
he  would  move  to  lay  (he  gentleman^s  amendment 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  TNGEttSOLL  obtained  pcrmi?$ion 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Umdbr- 
woodJ  (who  siill  kept  possession  of  the  flow,)  to 
move  to  amend  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnird,]  by  the  addition 
of  the  words,  **and  to  include  banks." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  GUSHING  on  a 
point  of  form  and  order, 

Mr.  EVERETT  intimated  his  willingness  to 
amend  bis  original  bill,  by  substituting  the  25ib 
for  the  5ib  of  December,  as  the  day  fixed  by  ibe 
proviso  as  the.  limit  for  the  application  in  bank- 
rup'cy. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  resumed.  He  had 
but  very  little  to  say;  but  he  wanted  the  amend- 
ments presented,  which  would  exhibit  the  whole  iub 
ject  in  the  aspect  which  he  bad  pointed  out  Fii-?s  b*» 
wau'fd  a  proposition  made  from  some  pari  of  the 
House  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  herelotore  pasjei, 
so  far  as  related  to  applications  for  voluntary  bank 
ruptcy,  without  proviso  or  qualification.  He  thf  n 
Wanted  a  motion  made,  in  tome  shape  or  other,  by  | 


gentlemen  who  had  been  acting  on  this  subject,  to 
retain  so  much  of  the  t>ill  as  allows  of  compulsory 
bankruptcy,  and  the  distribution^  of  the  property  of 
the  bankrupt  among  his  creditors,  according  to|their 
respective  debt*:,  pro  rata.  For  the  reasons  which 
he  had  already  advanced,  he  thought  it  would  be 
propfr  to  repeal  the  voluntary  principle  of  the 
bankrupt  Jaw,  and  to  retain  the  involuntary  part 
of  it.  That  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  "New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  except  that  he 
proposed  to  pelrm it  voluntary  bankrupcies,  first  un'il 
the  1st  July,  then  until  the  Ist  April;  and  as  the 
propo^ik>n  now  stood,  until  the  4th  day  of  March. 
Now  that  was  the  very  thine;  which  the  people  had 
condemned;  and  he  (Mr.  U.)  wished  to  get  clear 
of  that  part  of  the  proviso;  and  he  would  move,  if 
it  were  in  order,  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  as  proposed  to  extend  the 
time  until  the  4ih  of  March  for  voluntary  bank- 
rupts to  file  their  petitions. 

The  SPEAKER  said  such  a  motion  was  not  then 
in  order. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted,  as  a  point  of  order, 
that  the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
qersoll]  was  not  in  order  without  the  consent  of 
the  House;  which  had  not  been  given.  He  then 
went  on  to  state  the  nature  of  the  proposiiiqn 
which  he  desired  to  make — which  was,  in  effect,  to 
substitute  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  for 
the  days  which  had  been  proposed.  Various  prop- 
ositions and  observations  were  made  by  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  rose,  and  said,  if  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  decided  anything  in  relation 
to  this  question,  they  had  decided  that  the  bankrapt 
law  should  be  repealed;  and  he  should  regard  anv 
proposition  to  clog  it  with  exceptions,  or  provisoes, 
as  calculaied  to  disappoint,  rather  than  to  promote, 
the  public  expectation.  What  he  desired  was  a 
direct  vote  of  this  House  upon  the  immediate  and 
unqualified  repeal  of  the  law.  He  believed  that 
was  what  it  was  expected,  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  would  do;  and  he  called  upon  the 
friends  of  repeal  there  to  disregard  all  these  except 
tions  and  provisoes,  and  to  consent  to  take  nothing 
until  they  got  a  vote  on  the  unqualified  repeal  of 
the  law.  For  himself,  he  should  vote  against  every 
amendment  which  contained  such  a  proposition  as 
was  incorporated  in  that  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  or  the  eentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusniira  ]  He  would 
not  say  how  be  would  vate  on  the  bill  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Everett]  He  went 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law— for  an  instant  repeal  of 
the  law,  and  the  unqualified  repeal  of  the  law;  and 
he  called  upon  those  who  were  looked  to  here  to 
execute  the  public  judgment,  with  regard  to  this 
law,  to  be  cautious  how  they  voted  on  these  vari- 
ous propositions. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  the  majority  (which  he 
doubted  nolmi^ht  be  found  there  in  favor  of  repeal) 
to  bring  the  Hou^e  to  a  direct  vole  on  the  qoestion 
of  repeal,  instead  of  on  those  propositions,  fome 
of  which  would  make  repeal  of  no  utility.  The 
proposition  which  designed  to  continue  volun- 
tary baakruptcies  until  the  4th  of  March,  gave 
notice  to  every  debtor  to  come  and  be  discharged 
from  his  liabilities,  and  then  there  would  be  nothing 
to  remedy;  for  the  whole  mischief  would  be  done. 
If,  however,  they  came  up  to  an  unqualified  repeal 
of  the  law,  ihey  might  prevent  much  <f  the  mis- 
chief that  would  result  from  its  operation.  He 
(Mr.  Hopkins)  had  seen  nothing  in  the  indicaHons 
of  public  sentiment  about  a  qaalified  repeat;  he 
bad  sef n  nothing  about  voluntary  or  involuntary 
bankruptcy.  Oa  the  contrary,  the  people  had 
called  on  their  Representatives  to  repeal  the  law; 
and,  in  his  judgment,  they  would  dif^appoint  the 
people  if  they  accepted  any  of  these  various  prop- 
ositions to  amend.  He  was  satisfied  there  was  a 
majority  on  thai  floor  for  repeal— nnqualtfipd  re- 
peal; aift  he  called  upon  ihcm  to  ^tand  by  the 
bill  in  that  shape;  if  not,  they  would  repeal  but  in 
name.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  f  Mr.  Un- 
derwoodJ  had  spoked  bf  a  repeal  which  wmld 
interfere  with  vested  interests;  but,  in  his  (Mr.  H.'s) 
judgment,  it  was  not  repeal  which  interfered  with 
vested  iPterest&:  it  was  the  passage  of  the  law 


which  interfered  with  vested  interests,  and  im- 
paired the  obligation  of  contracts.  He  repeated, 
that,  unless  the  bill  should  be  passed  so  as  to  se- 
cure an  unqualified  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  as 
at  present  advised  he  should  vole  against  every 
proposition;  for  no  other  would  meet  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  country. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  was  understood  to  move  the  com- 
mittal of  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  submitted,  as  an  amend- 
ment, a  simple  proposition  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  and  he  wits  afterwards  understood 
to  say  that  he  wculd  consent  to  the  comjnittal  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  but  with  insiiuctions  to  re- 
pert  a  bill  for  the  frepeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  to- 
morrow  at  two  o^clock.  This  (he  said)  would 
bring  the  Houf^  to  the  question  whether  there 
should  or  should  not  be  a  repeal. 

^r.  WISE  said  he  had  been  silting  there 
watching  the  Protean  shapes  aiven  to  the  bill,  un- 
til he  was  tired.  If  they  intended  to  repeal  that  law, 
now  was  the  accepted  time.  The  House  could 
come  to  the  question  of  repeal,  if  they  chose,  at 
once,  by  voting  down  the  motions  to  commit,  and 
the  motion  to  instruct;  and  then,  by  refusing  to 
entertain  tbe  previous  question,  make  it  a  bill  to- 
operate  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  aind  not  from 
the  5*h  of  December,  or  any  other  specified  day. 
That  was  all  that  was  wanted;  and  that  could  be 
done  to-day,  just  as  well  as  it  could  be  done  if  it 
were  referred  to  a  committee. 

He  (Mr.  Wise)  had  said,  nothing  about  this 
bankrupt  bill,  except  once;  and  that  was  when  tbe 
potent  argument  was  advanced  to  the  House  and 
tbe  country,  that  there  were  500,000  bankrupt 
voters  in  the  United  States  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  its  advantages. 

This  power  it  was  (and  a  political  power,  too) 
that  was  urged  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  bill,  by  which  it  was  kicked  through  in 
such  hot  has'.e.  He  warned  gentlemen,  however, 
(and  it  wa^  all  he  had  ever  said  on  this  subject,) 
hat  if  there  were  500,000  bankrupts  in  the  coun- 
ry,  there  were  at  least  500,000  creditors  abo. 
Their  condition,  too,  was  changed.  The  debtors 
being  released— gentlemen  no  longer  having  tbe 
debtor  power  to  press,  now  pressed  the  creditor 
power.  When  they  thought  the  bankrupt  law  was 
popular,  tbey.passed  it;  but  now  they  think  its  re- 
peal is  popular,  they  press  the  repeal.  Thoogh 
be  could  see  mischiefs  growing  out  of  the  repeal  of 
this  law,  still  he  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  eepeal* 
ed.  He  believed  that  this  bankrupt  law  had  pro- 
duced one-half  the  distress  of  the  opuntry,  by  de- 
stroying confidence,  and  inducing  creditors  to  put 
the  screws  on  their  debtors.  At  the  moment  that 
the  Legislature  stepped  forward  to  interiere  be- 
tween the  debtors  and  tbe  creditors,  the  latter  were 
stimulated  to  commence  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
their  debts.  Mr.  W.  strongly  opposed  the  including 
of  banks  and  corporations  in  the  provisions  of  tbe 
bankrupt  law,  on  the  ground  that  the  saaac  evils 
would  be  produced  by  it.  The  banks  voi^ld  be 
compelled  to  put  additional  screws  on  their  debtors; 
and  he  hoped  there  was  no  one  who  would  be 
willing  to  see  the  people  depressed  fortber  than  they 
already  were.  Tbe  best  thing  that  could  now  be 
done  would  be,  to  repeal  this  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  confidence,  and  enabling  creditors^  with 
more  safety,  to  indulge  their  d'btors. 

Mr.  CHAS.  BROWN  said  he  rose  upon  tbe 
impulse  of  the  moment,  to  enter  his  protest  aguast 
the  assumptions  of  the  gentleman  from  Vffginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  wjio  had  juM  taken  his  feat,  in  reU- 
tion  to  the  effects  apon  the  people  of  Viiginiai  and 
all  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  that  would  follow 
the  adoption  of  th<;  amendment  proposed  by  his 
colleague,.  [Mr.  iNUEBfOLL,]  toeisbrace  all^'banks** 
wiihiu  the  involuntary  provit^ions  of  the  bai^tnpt 
law.  It  had  b  en,  and  now  was,  the  desperate 
.<}trugg1es  of  involved  and  insolvent  banks  to  col- 
Ifci  their  debts,  that  had  ground  the  people  to  death. 
The  fear  of  r'^^'^sts  and  ba^k  disgrace  compelled 
masy  to  sacrifice  ihfir  property,  to  keep  up  their 
credit  in  bank.  The  banks  sacrifice  nothing,  but 
comp?l  their  debtors  to  sacrifice  their  property  to 
redeem  the  bank^s  notes:  thus  do  they  go  on,  com- 
pelling tbe  payment  of  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  per 
cent,   every    sixty    Cmys-,  and    that  it    was  tha) 
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hid  spread  such  rain  and  distress  through  many 
parts  of  the  eoiintry,  and  would  coniinae  to  be  the 
case,  as  long  as  the  involved  or  insolvent  banks 
vere  soffered  to  exist.  Let  bnt  these  banks  be 
forced  to  stop  banking— to  stop  discounting  in- 
(fifidoal  notes,  and  issning  their  own,  and 
their  debtors  woald  feci  immediate  relief.  The 
baoks  woold  no  longer  have  any  indacement  to 
oppress  their  debtors,  bnt  would  collect  their  debts 
without  oppressing  them;  and  if  the  Virginia  banks 
eoold  be  thus  stopped  now,  the  people  of  Virginia 
woold  soon  breathe  freeljr.  In  a  single  day,  or 
month,  they  would  feel  themselves  relieved  as 
from  an  incnbns;  and  their  prosperity  would  be 
soon  restored.  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  what  he 
smted  to  be  true.  He  was  not  theorizing,  but  giv' 
isg  to  the  House  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
the  results  of  experience.  In  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, while  its  dozen  of  banks  pursued  (he  course 
DOW  being  porsned  by  the  Virginia  banks,  all  was 
distresSi  and  difficulty,  and  oppression;  but  the  very 
hour  that  one-half  of  them  closed  their  doors, 
Cwhich  they  did  nearly  on  the  same  day,)  and 
three-fourths  of  its  bank  capital  was  thus  forced  into 
entire  bankruptcy,  and  they  obliged  to  stop  banking, 
the  people  ftlt  relief,  and  have  been  going  on  ever 
sinee  increasing  in  prosperity.  Money,  instead  of 
being  scarce^  has  been  increasing  in  quantity,  and 
improving  in  quality.  Property  ceased  to  be  sac- 
rificed to  meet  the  grinding  requisitions  of  insol- 
vent banks.  Nor  was  this  salutary  influence  felt 
atPhUadelphia  alone;  bat  wherever  the  banks  bad 
been  forced  to  pay  specie  or  close,  the  same  relief 
had  bc«n  felt.  Under  the  bankrupt  law,  the  bad 
will  be  forced  to  clo? e,  and  the  good  be  relieved 
from  the  weight  of  the  bad,  and  the  community 
be  relieved  from  the  oppression  of  tbem  all.  The 
idea  that  there  would  be  no  money  in  circulation  if 
the  banks  were  closed,  was  an  absurdity  too  palpa- 
ble to  need  contradiction.  Such  had  been  always 
fear^,but  had  never  been  the  consequence. 

One  word  as  to  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  those  State  institutions  under  their 
baaknipt  law,  and  he  had  done.    Of  that  power  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt.    The  sole  or  main  object 
and  intention  of  giving  to  the  General  Gk>vernmtnt 
the  power  to  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  was 
evideatly  to  establish  general  rales  and  laws  regu- 
lating  and  controlling  the  relations  of  debtor  and 
ereditot  throughout  the  Union — to  prevent  any  one 
ftatefrom  throwing  over  the  .property  of  its  citi' 
itat  a  shield  against  their'  creditors  in  another 
Siate.  If,  therefore,  no  State  could  protect  the  proper- 
ty of  its  citizens,  as  individuals,  (rom  the  operation 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  how  could  it,  or  why 
oight  it  to  have  thfe  power  to  shield  the  property  of 
its  corporate   bodies  from   the   salne  liabilities 
that  itrcitixens  are  undeil    What  were  banks  or 
eorporationsl   Were  tbey  not  merely  "artificial  per- 
sons"—usually  a  number  of  individuals  invested 
with  power  to  bear  a  single  name,  with  the  same 
powers  a9  individuals  pursuing  the  same  business? 
Thus  a  bank  corporation  had  the  same  power  as  a 
single  banker — ^a  manufacturing  corporation  as  a 
sipgle  manufacturer — a  mining  corporation  as  a 
siDf  le  miner.  If,  then,the  general  bankrupt  law  over- 
rode  the  State  laws  so  far  as  it  a  fleeted  the  proper- 
ty of  each  individual  as  a  private  banker,  manu- 
faetarer,  or  miner,  why  should  it  not  override  State 
Uw8  as  to  the  property  of  the  same  individuals,  as 
eorporate  bankers,   manufacturers,  and  miners? 
These  debtors  and  creditors  were  all  alike,  and  the 
same  general  laws  ought  to  regulate  and  control 
them.    He  could  not  see  what  principle  of  State 
lights    would    be  impaired;  and    believing    that 
a  great  good   would    be   done,  he   would    go 
keartily  for  bringing   all   banks    and    corpora- 
tioiu  under  the  involntary  provisions  of  the  bank- 
rapt  law;  and  would  assure  his  friend  from  Vir- 
p^ii  [Mr.  Wisx]  that  the  people  of  Virginia  and 
the  w&ole  country  woald,  instead  of  being  '^screwed 
^owQ*>  farther,  as  he  as^rted,  find  the  screws  im- 
mediately loosened,  and  themselves  free  and  prof> 
perons.    If  banks  were  not  so  brought  within  the 
profinee  of  the  law,  he  should  vote  for  its  repeal; 
belieTing,  as  he  did,  that  its  continuance  would  do 
more  evil  than  good.    Evil  it  had  worked,  and  no 
<loibt,  to  some  extent,  would  continue  to  work;  bnt 
)ie  WIS  eonftdeat  that  the  immense  amount  of  good 


that  would  be  done  to  the  whole  country  by  a  general 
strangulation  of  all  the  note-issuing  insolvent 
banks,  and  a  consequent  ptirification  of  the  cur- 
rency, would  morfr^far  more— *than  compensate  for 
all  or  any  of  the  evils  ef  a  continuance  of  the 
bankrupt  law  upon  individuals. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  wished  to  say  a  few  words  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken.  The  House  had  long 
presented  a  strange  spectacle  to  the  country,  by 
undoing  at  one  session  what  was  solemnly  done 
at  another;  acting  under  the  impulses  of  patriotism 
and  love  for  the  people.  The  Democracy,  too, 
presented  an  extraordinary  spectacle.  They,  as 
friends  of  the  people,  were  demanding  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  and  especially  that  part  applying  to  the 
poor  debtor.  This  was  the  tune  of  UAodern  De- 
mocracy— the  subterranean  Democracy — that  the 
act  went  too  far  in  its  provisions  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pool!  Whilst  making  these  remarks  on  the 
Democratic  party,  he  could  not  refrain  from  ez- 
pref^ing  his  dissent  from  many  acts  of  the  Whig 
party.  He  thought  they  were  too  soon  tired  of 
well-doing,  and  too  soon  yielding  to  the  one-nv&n 
power  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue*  He  thought 
they  should  leave  the  undoing  of  their  own  meas- 
ures to  ^ndther  Congress,  when,  all  conceded,  the 
Democracy  would  have  a  large  majority.  Let  the 
Democracy  and  John  Tyler  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  two  years. 

As  for  the  bankrupt  law,  he  regarded  it  as  the 
best  measure  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Whigs. 
Its  evil  had  been  accomplished^  and,  should  it  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  force,  he  predicted  that,  in 
five  years,  it  would  be  the  most  popular  law  in  the 
country.  He  commented  on  the  coalition  which 
be  said  had  been  formed  between  the  Locofocos 
and  a  pprtion  of  those  claiming  to  have  belonged 
to  the.  Whig  party,  by  wbic^  defeat  had  been 
brought  upon  the  Whig  cause.  There  seemed  to 
be  an  especial  desire  on  the  part  of  this  coalition  to 
have  the  bankrupt  law  repealed,  and  to  set  them- 
selves up  as  the  enemies  of  debt. 

He  commented  on  the  fact  that  many  Democrats 
in  New  York,  particular  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  were  against  the  repeal  of  this  law.  Indeed, 
he  bad  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  himself  was  in  favor  of  the. present  bankrupt 
law.  A  large  number  of  the  Democracy  of  New 
York  had  petitioned  against  the  repeal  of  the  law. 
In  1827,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  had  advocated  a  bank- 
rupt act  in  the  Senate;  and  now  every  mountebank 
in  tlie  country  was  setting  himself  up  to  know  more 
about  it  than  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  the  subject  at  large,  and 
spoke  until  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  treating  the 
subject  in  its  personal,  political,  and  commercial 
aspects. 

After  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  an  adjournment;  which  was  carried. 

IN  SENATE. 

TnnasDiv,  DsozMBsa  23,  1849. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  premnted  amemorial  from 
Mary  R^'Ci^de,  the  widow  of  Jas.  Reeside,  deceased, 
who  was  a  mail  contractor  with  the  Government, 
praying  that  Congress  might  pass  a  law,  appropri- 
ating the  amount  of  the  verdict  obtained  by  her  de- 
ceased husband  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  againsi  the  United  States,  for  the  sum  of 
|188,496  06,  a  large  portion  of  which  verdict  was 
for  money  actunlly  borrowed  on  his  orders,  and  a 
mortgage  on  his  property,  to  aid  the  Pest  Ofiice 
Depaitment.  The  memorialist  states  that  the  mort- 
gaged property  i«  threatened  to  be  sold,  to  satisfy 
the  mortgage.  Mr.  B.  moved,  as  this  presented  a 
lefial  question,  that  the  memorial,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Reeside,  deceased,  now  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee: 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  assistant  messengers  in. the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, praying  an  increase  of  their  eom^nsation: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    * 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Daniel  Currier, 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  Juan  Ctuarro,  for  property  taken 


from  him  in  1841,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  tk>mmittee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  to  provtdefor  alicertaining  and  dis- 
posin|;  of  the  lead-iQineral  lands  in  the  States  of 
Illinois  and  Arkansas,  and  the  Territories  of  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  back  to  ihe  Senate,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass,  the  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the 
catalogues  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  submitted  the.following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolvedt  Titat  tlie  CommiKce  on  Commerce  he  directed  to 
inquire  into  ihe  ezpeOiency  or  making  an  appropriation  lo 
remove  theolMtrucliona  to  navigation  at  the  Des  Moines  rapfda, 
in  the  Mistiflrippi  river. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  said  be  had  a  petition  to  pre- 
sent from  citizens  of  Iowa  Territory  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  which  he  should  ask  to  have  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

In  explanation  of  the  resolution  and  petition,  he 
said  the  lapids  referred  to  had  been,  and  continued 
to  be,  an  obstruction  to  the  commerce  upon  the 
Mississippi,  between  St.  Louis  and  the  northern  part 
t>f  Illinois  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa.  The  rapid  is  impassable,  at  least  without 
great,  delay  and  danger,  at  low  stages  of  water. 
For  the  last  few  years,  the  impediment  to  the  navi- 
gation of  that  noble  river  had  been  more  sensibly 
felt,  from  the  great  increa^  of  population  and  com.* 
merce  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi.  The  whole 
commerce  of  Iowa,  and  most  of  that  of  Wiskonsin 
and  the  northern  part  of  the  State  he  represented, 
so  far  as  depended  upon  water  communication, 
had  to  pass  these  rapids.  Looking,  then,  to  the 
growth  and  resources  of  the  immense  territory 
north  of  the  rapids,  no  one  copid  mistake  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  this  improvement.  He 
believed  that  no  part  of  the  Mississippi  valley  had 
surpassed,  if  it  had  ever  equalled  it,  in  the  same 
period  of  time,  in  population  and  improvement. 
During  the  fall  season,  when  emigration  was  pour* 
ing  in  most  numerously,  the  delay,  and  expense, 
and  loss  of  property  were  greatest  at  these  rapids. 
No  stronger  apf>eal  could  be  presented  than  the  ex* 
isting  state  of  things,  to  the  justice  of  (he  Govern- 
«  ment  to  appropriate  means  to  remove  the  obstruc- 
tion complains  of  in  this  petition. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  great  hiiibral  nsaiow  lies 
north  of  these  rapids.  In  lead,  and  possibly  in 
copper,  the  territory  referred  to  was  the  richest  up- 
on the  face  of  the  globe.  The  whole  people  of 
the  country  were  interested  in  protecting  this  inter* 
est.  In  1839,  the  amount  of  lead  which  descended 
over  these  rapids,  the  products  of  the  upper  mines, 
was  twenty- six  millions  of  pounds ;  in  1840,  Iwen- 
ivfive  millions ;  and  for  the  first  eleven  months  of 
1841,  twenty-seven  million  six  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds.  At  ordinary  prices,  the  net  pro- 
ceeds would  amount  to  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  This  lead  finds  its  way  to  the  Bast- 
em  cities,  and  supplies  the  demand  for  the  article 
in  all  the  various  purpoees  to  which  it  was  applied. 
The  opening  of  these  mines  has  supplied  the  home 
market,  and  prevented  importations  from  abroad. 
From  1821  to  1838»  inclusive — a  period  of  eighteen 
years— we  imported  but  3,695,133  pounds;  while 
we  have  exported  more  than  that  amount  to  China 
alone  in  a  single  year.  In  1840  we  imported  about 
half  a  million,  and  exported  twice  that  amount. 

Bnt,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  independent  of  these 
considerations,  the  highest  dictates  of  national  duty 
require  that  tlie  appropriation  should  be  made. 
That  river,  and  thep^rt  of  it  which  includes  Ihe 
obstruction  referred  to,  was  the  channel  to  naviga* 
tion  for  two  Territories,  and  no  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  one  of  the  Stat' s.  The  subject,  therefore^ 
assumed  an  importance  that  made  the  work  one 
of  national  concern.  Tbey  were  yearly  appro- 
priating millions  for  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors, rivers,  inlets,  and  other  works  to  protect  the 
commerce  upon  the  sea-board;  and  he  claimed  the 
same  measure  of  justice  for  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley. 

The  petition  from  the  ciUzens  of  Iowa  was  tbea 
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prei»ented|  and,  upon  his  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leafe,  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  portions 
of  the  act  of  Congre^,  approved  Augost  1st,  1843, 
entitled  **An  act  establishing  certain  post  offices 
and  post  rentes."  which  was  read. 

Mr.  MERRICK  desired  that  the  bill  might  be 
read  a  second  lime  and  disponed  of,  withcnt  being 
referred  to  the  committee;  as  it  was  merely  to  cor* 
reot  the  error  which  was  made  in  engrossing  the 
bill  of  Atigust  last,  and  which  had  been  spoken  of 
yesterday;  which  error  was  the  canse  of  continuing 
the  post  office  at  the  high  school  itf  Fairfax  county, 
a  few  miles  from  Alexandria,  when  Congress  ac- 
tually, by  a  formal  vote,  struck  from  the  bill  such 
office. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and,  being  engrossed  according  to  order,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  took  plessare  in  present- 
ing to  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  bis  coliesgne, 
IjBWis  F.  Ltifif,  who  was  elected  by  the  L'^gisla- 
tnre  of  Missouri  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  next ;  which  Mr.  B. 
moved  to  have  placed  on  the  files  of  We  Senate,  as 
the  oath  of  office  would  not  be  administered  until 
after  the  expiration  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  credentials  of  his 
colleague,  Ambrose  H.  Sbvibr,  who  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years  from  and  after  the  4  h  of  March, 
1843.  Mr.  F.,  in  presenting  the  credentials,  re- 
marked that  a  misstatement  had  gone  abroad  as  to 
the  term  for  which  bis  colleague  was  elected.  That 
some  of  the  papers  had  published  that  he  was 
elected  from  the  4fh  of  March,  1845,  instead  of  the 
4ih  of  March,  1843.  He  wished  this  error  in  the 
public  mind  corrected.  Th^  credentials  were  or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  the  files. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  for  the  present  on  the  table,  viz: 

Re9<dve<L  That  the  Cortimittae  on  the  Public  Lands  be  In* 
■tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  or  granting  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  erery  alternate  section  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Hmice  of  diat  State,  which  lia?e  been  returned  as  not  worth  the 
coal  of  snirey;  and  each  alternate  section  of  such  lands  as  are 
subject  to  inundation  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Miasiseippi 
rirer,  on  the  condition  that  the  said  State  confliruct  levees,  by 
ineanfl  of  which  said  lands  shall  be  eCectualiy  protected,  there* 
after,  from  inundation:  And  provided^  That  the  proceeds  of 
the  sates  of  landa  reclaimed  by  means  of  such  levees,  shall 
l)e  ezclusivelv  appropriated  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  ' 
making  of  roaos  and  the  tmproring  of  rivers  and  bayous  within 
itf  llroltfl. 

Mr.WOODBURYsaid  a  bill  had  been  introduced, 
and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
allow  a  drawback  on  goods  exported  in  original 
packages  by  way  of  the  Northwest.  He  bad 
'  wished  that  the  bill  might  be  made  general  in  its 
provisions;  and  he  threw  out  tone  suggestions  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  a  few  days  ago,,  when 
the  bill  alluded  to  was  referred  to  it,  with  the  hope 
that  they  might  consider  it  just  and  proper  to  make 
the  bill  a  general  one.  He  also  stated  on  that  oc« 
easion,  that  if  ihey  did  not  do  so,  he  wonii  feel  it 
bis  duty  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill  when 
it  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  He  had  de- 
termined, however,  not  to  embarrass  action  on 
that  bill,  and  would  move  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Oommerce  be  instructed 
to  inqoirs  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawbacic  on  for- 
eign merchandise  exported  in  original  packages,  as  well  by  sea 
as  over  land. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
WaiQBT  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and,  being 
explained  by  the  mover,  was  adopted,  viz: 

Reaolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  be  instruct, 
ed  10  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  numt)er  of  clerks  of 
committees  who  have  been  appointed  and  paid  out  of  the  con. 
tingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  during  the  last  and  present  Con- 
greas;  the  amount  so  paid  to  such  cTerk«,and  the  rate  ofcompen* 
■alien:  and  whether  any,  and  what,  other  mode  can,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  be  adopted,  by  which  a  more  general, 
and  equal,  and  effectual  aid  to  ail  the  committees  of  the  Senate 
may  l>e  secured  in  a  more  reasonable  form,  and  on  moie  eco* 
nomical  terms. 

The  resolution  by  Mr.  Allkn,  to  rescind  the  40th 
rule  of  the  Senate,  concerning  the  business  in  se« 
(ret  softioDyCame  up  in  order;  but  was,  on  the  mo* 


tion  of  the  mover,  postponed  till  the  *3i  Monday  in 
January  next,  and  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  300  copies  ad- 
ditional of  the  report  of  thecoast  survey  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  resolution  introduced  on  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LiiTN,  cAmejapin  orderi  and  was  read  as  follow?: 

lietolvedf\ThAl  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate ofthe  nature  and  extent  of  the  "informal  communications" 
which  took  place  between  the  American  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  British  special  minister,  during  the  late  negotiation  in 
Washingtion  city,  on  the  "subject  of  the  claim  of  tiie  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  lite  Senate  what  were  the  rea- 
sons which  prevented  *^ny  agreement  on  the  subject  at  pres- 
ent," and  which  made  it  ''inexpedient  to  include  that  subject 
among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Misfoari,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  might  b&  inconsist- 
ent with  the  public  interests  that  this  information . 
should  be  communicated  at  this  time,  it  would  be 
better  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the 
words  **if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est.** His  own  opinion  was,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  would  be  nearer  to  the  accomplishment  of 
his  purpose  by  not  pressing  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution at  this  time. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  considered  th9  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  Senator  exceedingly  reasonable.  The 
reason  why  he  had  in< reduced  the  resolution  was, 
that  they  might  have  some  information  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  Oregon  territory.  The  nego- 
tiations upon  that  subject  had  slept  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fourteen  years.  It  af>peared  that  some 
correspondence  had  taken  place,  informally,  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Ashburton; 
and  he  felt  great  anxiety  that  something  positive 
should  be  known  regarding  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  in  reference  to  this  subject:  Many 
of  our  citizens  were  now  going  to  tMit  Ter- 
ritory, and  they  were  desirous  of  knowing 
in  what  position  they  were  likely  to  be 
placed.  Toe  claim  of  the  British  Government 
appeared  to  be  in  some  degree  strengthened  by  lapf  e 
of, time;  and  the  public  feeling  in  many  of  the 
States  tbrooghoot  the  valley  ofthe  Mississippi  gen- 
erally, and,  indeed,  throughout  tSe  Wbele  United 
States,  demanded  that  some  definite  action  should 
take  place.  We  want  to 'know  what  the  British 
Government  are  <]^po$ed  to  tolerate  us  the  posses- 
sion of.  That  seemed  to  be  the  nature  of  the  case; 
not  what  we  are  dispofed  to  assert  our  right  to  and 
to  claim,  but  what  they  will  allow  us  the  possession 
of.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  would 
do  very  well  as  it  was;  if,  however,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  desirous  that  it  should  be  modi- 
fied in  accordance  with  ihe  suggestion  he  had  made, 
he  (Mr.  Linn)  had  not  the  least  objection. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed,  that  if  the  resolution 
was  to  pass  at  all,  it  should  be  with  the  uxual  mod- 
ification; but  the  resolution  seemed  to  have  been 
brought  forward  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
fact — under  the  supposition  that  all  negotiations 
upon  the  subject  had  been  totally  laid  a^'ide.  If  this 
were  the  ground  upon  which  it  had  been  introduced, 
it  w|i8,  as  he  (Mr.  AacHER)  was  advised,  a  mistaken 
supposition.  The  subject  had  not  been  laid  aside: 
it  was  still  a  pending  subject  of  negotiation  between 
the  two  Governments.  And  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  he  would  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  it  was  fit  that  they  should  make  the  inquiiy 
at  this  time;  or  wheiher  be  would  promote  his  ob- 
ject by  pressing  the  matter  now;  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  better,  therefore,  to  permit  the  reso- 
lution to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present.  If  his 
honorable  friend,  however,  would  accept  the  modi- 
fication which  he  had  suggested,  he  would  offer  no 
opposition  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  LINN  assented,  observing  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  at  all  material,  as,  if  the  furnishing  of  the 
informa'ion  should  be  considered  by  the  Executive 
as  detrimental  to  the  pubKe  interesiSi  it  would  J^ 
withheld  in  either  case. 

Mr.  KING  sa'd  he  was  exceedingly  desirous 
that  an  Vbvestigation  of  ibis  subject  should  take 
place  at  an  early  day,-  And  that  the  question  should 
be  set  at  rest.  It  appeared  to  him,  however,  that 
if  negotiations  were  now  actually  pending,  it  would 
be  utterly  idls  and  nuaatory  to  ask  the  Executive 
for  any  informatioii  upon  this  sabj^.   His  an- 


swer most  necessarily  be,  that  it  does  not  domport 
with  the  publio  interest  to  make  such  communica* 
lion.  He  (Mr.  Kiva)  had  had  some  experience 
here;  and  he  knew  very  well  that  calls  of  this  kind 
frequently  embarrass  negotiations.  ,They  were  too 
much  in  the  habft  of  pushing  things* to  publicity  at 
so  early  a  period,  that  the  whole  world  were  aware 
of  the  jprecise  position  in  which  their  negotiations 
stoad,  and  were  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
knowledge  to  embarrass  the  negotiation,  and  coun- 
teract its  objects. 

Mr.  BENTON  sustained  the  resolution,  and  en- 
forced the  arguments  urged  by  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Linn]  in  favor  cf  its  immediate  adoption.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  he  dwelt  p articubrly  on 
the  fact,  that,  in  the  correspondence  furnished  to 
the  Senate  relative  to  the  late  negotiation  between 
the  British  special  minister  and  our  Secretary  of 
State,  not  one  word  is  said  about  the  propositions 
made  by  cither  party  for  an  adjustment  cf  the 
claims  to  the  Columbia  river.  The  President's 
message  alluded  to  **informal  communicationsi** 
but  they  are  not  found  in  the  correspondence  fur- 
nished to  the  Senate.  The  resolution  makes  two 
iLquiries:  one  as  to  the  ''nature  and  extent  of 
these  informal  communications;**  and  the  other  as 
to  the  ''reasons  which  prevented  any  agreement  on 
the  subject  at  present,**  and  which  made  it  "inexpe- 
dient to  include  the  subject  among  the  subjects  of 
formal  negotiations.** 

There  cot!ild  be  no  reason  for  withholding  the 
nature  of  the  conference  in  those  particulars. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  State  secrets  in  this 
country.  Our  right  to  the  Colnmbia  river,  and  all 
the  territory  we  claim  in  that  region,  is  undoubted; 
and  we  assert  it  to  the  world.  If  Great  Britain  has 
a  claim,  let  it  too  be  taken  in  handr  and  spread 
before  the  world.  The  delay*  had  been  entirely 
to  her  advantage.  When  all  the  subjects  of  ne- 
gotiation were  in  our  hands,  we  could  have  co- 
erced Great  Britain  to  recognise  our  rights;  but  by 
postponing  this  subject,  and  settling  others,  we 
parted  with  the  means  of  insisting  on  our  rights, 
and  strengthened  her  claim.  If  Great  Britain  has  a 
better  claim,  let  her  show  it.  There  was  nothing  to 
be  ashamed  of  in  the  matter,  if  it  was  an  honest 
claim.  We  made  no  secret  of  the  nature  of  our 
claim.  There  should  be  none  about  the  proposi- 
tions to  put  the  question  of  richt  at  rest.  The 
correspondence  and  nature  of  the  conference  on 
other  subjects,  not  included  in  the > treaty,  were 
made  known;  and  why  not  all  relatin|  to  this  sub- 
ject of  the  Columbia  river  and  Northwest  territoryl 
The  resolution  was  not  only  proper,  but  necessary; 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted.  If  the  opposi- 
tion to  it  wa^  persisted  in,  he  should  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nay§. 

Mr.  LINN  said  there  was  a  particular  point  in- 
volved in  the  resolution,  which,  probably,  bis  hon- 
orable friends  were  not  acquainted  with.  It  was 
founded  upon  certain  informal  conversations  which 
took  place  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  British 
ministry,  in  London,  respecting  the  intention  of  the 
British  Government  to  district  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon. The  British  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
insist  upon  the  extension  of  their  boundary  to  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  and  a]cng  that  par- 
allel to  the  Columbia — taking  in  the  whole  valley 
of  the  Colombia.  This  will,  of  course,  deter  Uni- 
ted States  citizens  from  settling  north  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river.  He  (Mr.  Lihn)  desired  that  the 
country  should  know  precisely  the  state  of  the  case. 
Ha  had  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  Administration. 
If  the  President  supposed  tjie  public  interest  would 
be  jeoparded  by  the  disclosure,  he  could,  of  eoorse, 
say  so;  and  that  would  be  an  answer  to  the  resolo- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resoltitfbn,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

ASSUMPTION  OP  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Benton's  resolution,  ofifered  yestwday, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  r^hd  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jietolvtd,  Ttiat  the  Preiideot  of  the  Uniiad  BcatMi  ba  f 

?[ueflied  to  ioform  the  Senate  whether  the  late  apacial  mhiiaier 
rom  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Statea  made  any  propoeitloD, 
informally  'or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  nan  of  (hi 
United  States,  for  the  aseumption  or  goaraniy  of  th«  9W» 
debts  by  th3  Qoreroment  of  ,th«  United  StatM  to  the  hoUwi  9t 
taiddetHe, 
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Mr.  ARCHBR  observed  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Mibjact  of  Ibis  reaolntion,  be  coold  fomish  the 
Seatlor  from  Miasonri  with  as  mach  iDformation 
18  he  eoald  obtain  from  the  eiecntiye  department. 
As  advised,  be  could  assure  the  Senator  that  no 
propodtioft  whaleTer,  or  even  allusion  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  had  been 
fliade  in  ibc  coarse  of  the  negotiation  with  this 
GoTerament  After  this  answer,  he  submitted  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  whether  the  resolution 
oaght  to  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BSNTON  was  very  much  pleased  with  the 
iiformation  given  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia; 
bat  be  wonldprefer  having  it  directly  from  the 
Execative.  He  therefore  should  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  d»e  resolution. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  answer  he  had  given 
WIS  advisedly;  and  he  understood  from  the  depart- 
neni  itself,  that  no  other  answer  could  be  returned 
bjr  the  Exeentiye.  He  did  not  think  it  right  to  pass 
iresoiaiion  calling  upon  the  department  for  infor- 
mtion  already  derived  from  it;  he  should  therefore 
vote  tgaiast  the  adoption  of  the  resolotion. 

Mr.  BBNTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
vbidk  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  the  affirma- 
tife— yeas  36,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mmrb.  Alien,  Barrow,  Bayud,  Benton,  Bachanan, 
CiHioin,  Cnffai,  Criuanden,  Fulton,  Henderaon.  King,  Linn, 
Mdloberta,  Bfangnm,  Sevier,  Sraiih  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
bfliHM,  Btmrteon,  Tappan,  Walirer,  While,  Wilcox,  Williama, 
Woodktridge.  Woodbury,  and  Wrighi>26. 

NAYS—tfevri.  Archer,  Batee,  Berrien,  Clayton.  Conrad. 
Etum,  Graham,  Hantlngton,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  and 
Flielpe-12. 

Bagrotsed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
rdmqitirtmettt  of  sixteenth  sections  granted  for  the 
lie  of  schools^  and  to  enter  other  lands  in  lien 
thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  submitted  the  following 
resolatioBs,  which  wei^  adopted. 

Rtaolvedi  That  the  Commltlee  on  Naval  Aflaira  be  histruct* 
ed  10  ioqnlf  e  hito  the  expediency  of  creating,  in  the  State  of 
Keatoeky,  an  agency  for  the  purchase,  and  an  eetabliahment 
for  the  manufaciare,  of  American  water-rotted  hemp,  for  the 
veof  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  to  inquire  inte  the  ex- 
MdMoey  of  establlsbing  a  navy-yard  at  some  anitable  place  on 
the  Ohio  or  Mieiiwiippi  rivere. 

JUtohed,  ll^ttt  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Bide  on  the  —  instant,  in  relation  to  the  manufaciuie  of  hemp, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  ASairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks,  show- 
ing that  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  hemp 
WIS  a  subject  of  great  interest,  not  only  to  his  bon- 
stitnents,  but  to  the  whole  country;  and  appealed  to 
the  committee  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  to 
gire  it  a  full  investigation. 

Mr.  TALLMA.DGB  presented  several  memo- 
rials from  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  the  printing  of  100 
copies  extra  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nafy  open  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  and  man- 
nfidnre  of  hemp;  which  repott,  be  said,  contained 
much  information  valuable  to  the  growers  of  that 

article.       

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  1,500  copies; 
which  suggestion  was  yielded  to,  and  that  number 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Bngro^ed  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  do- 
nations of  land  to  ceruin  persons  in  Arkansas," 
WIS  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Linn,  to  indemnify 
General  Jackson  tor  the  fine  imposed  on  him  at 
New  Orleans  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
daty,  eaoM  up-  for  consideration,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  there  bping  no  motion  to  amend, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  snggested  the  propriety  of  immedi- 
ately putting  the  bill  upon  its  third  reading;  and, 
if  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  Sena- 
tor to  oppose  it,  the  opposition  could  b^  made  after 
it  bad  received  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  saw  no  good  reason  for 
exempdag  this  bill  from  the  usual  course  of  legls- 
litkm;  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
00  the  Judiciary. 

This  motion  led  toj  a  verv* interesting  and  ani- 
mated debate,  in  which  Messrs  CRITTENDEN, 
LWN,  HUNTINaTON.  BAYARD.  BUCH- 
/UfABI,  ALLEN,  WRIGHT,  and   CONRAD 


participated,  to  so  laie  an  hour  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  write  it  out  for  this  evening's  paper,  even  if 
.  there  had  been  room  for  its  admission.  The  bill 
was  finally  postponed  liil  Tnesday  next. 

Mr.  CCnf  RAD  presented  to  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  trial  of  Gkneral  Jackspn  at 
New 'Orleans,  which  was  made  out  thirty- years 
ago,  by  the  then  clerk  of  the  court.    It  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  was  then  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  after  which. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thubsdat,  December  92,  1843. 

Mr.  THOS.  J.  CAMPBELL  presented  a  peti- 
tion  of  420  citizens  of  McMinn  county,  Tennes- 
see, praying  a  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiaiary. 

Mr.  SfclA W  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Watson,  of  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
on  InvalM  Pensions. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  submitted  the  memorial 
of  Mary  Reeside,  executrix  of  James  Reeside,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  preaented  (under  the  rule) 
the  petition  of  ship-awners,  merchants,  and  traders, 
of  Oswego,  New  York,  asking  that  drawback  may 
be  allowed  on  goods  exported  from  this  country  to 
Canada:  referred  to  the  Committee  oi^  Commerce. 

Also,  the  report  of  a  special  committee  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada,  on  the  subject  of 
a  free  trade  with  Great  Britain  in  the  agricultural 
productions  of  British.  North  America,  and  of  a 
protection  to  those  productions  from  the  competi- 
tion of  foreigners  in  the  colonial  and  home  mar- 
kets, including  the  memorial  of  the  colonial  com- 
mittee and  the  despatch  of  Lord  Stanly:  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  asked  the  House  to  take 
up  a  small  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  a  new  register  to,  and  to  change  the  name 
of,  the  packet  ship  Weti^ialtr  to  that  of  the  JitUm' 
iie,  of  New  York.  He  said  the  vessel  now  lay  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  at  a  great  expense,  being 
unable  to  sail  until  this  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  three  several  times, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  the  subject  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Western  armorj  and  naval  de- 
pot and  dock-yard  at  Memphis;  together  with  'ikifi\ 
report  of  Colonel  D.  Morrison,  civil  engineer;  the 
report  of  the  committee  am)ointed  by  the  board 
4bc.  Ac. 

He  then  moved  that  it  be  prinited.  [It  was  n 
pamphlet  of  some  32  pages,  with  accompanying 
maps  and  profile.] 

Objections  were  made  in  various  quarters. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, to  enable  him  to  get  in  his  motion;  but  ifat 
House  refused  its  assent. 

THE   GENERAL    APPROPRIATION    Blf^L. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  been  much  press- 
ed to  urge  upffu  the  H^se  the  necessity  of  disjpo- 
sing  of  the  general  appropriation  bill.  To-morrow 
and  Saturday  were  set  apart  for  the  business  on 
the  private  calendar,  and  at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue  there  was  a  great  want  of  the  money 
which  this  bill  would  appropriate;  he  therefore 
asked  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  entitled  **A  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  bf 
the  Government  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending 
the  30ih  day  of  June,  1843.'' 

Mr.  STANLY  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  fix  some 
time  for  terminating  debate  on  this  bill;  otherwise 
it  might  be  run  on  to  an  unneoessary  length. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  assented;  and  moved  a  reso- 
lution fixing  3  o'clock  this  day  to  termina'e  delate 
in  Committee  of  thellV'hole  on  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  renewed  bis  motion  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  (Im  Union  on  this  bill* 


The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Brioos  took 
the  Chair, 

Mr.  BURNELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
the  If&t  day  on  which  this  bill  was  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  pending  question  to  reduce  the 
approDriation  from  |50,000  to  |f30,000,  on  the  mo- 
tion or  Mr.  Gilmer.     H«  first  glanced  at  the  im- 
portance of  this  last  survey — ^not  a  particular,  but 
a  general  importance  to  the  South  and  to  the  West, 
as  well  ac  tp  the  East  and  to  the  North.    In  this 
point  of  view  he  confessed  he  had  beeonotalU* 
tie  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  RxTNCLDs]  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  the  other  day.     The  sea  was  the  great 
highway  in  which  every  part  of  thi^oountry  was 
interested:  there  might,  with  some  gentlemen,  be 
a  peculiar  interest  in  the  prolongation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  Cumberland  road;  but  there  was  a 
general  interest  in  the  removal  of  the  obstructions 
that  existed  in  this  great  highway  of  the  national 
commerce,  or  the  discovery  of  Uieir  precise  posi- 
tion; whether  at  the  commencement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  or  the  Belize,  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  at  any  other  point  of  their  coast.  But  now 
the  proposition  was  virtaally  to  abandon  the  survey, 
by  cutting  down  the  appropriation  irom  f50,000 
to  j(30,000,  :he  usual  annual  appropriation  having 
been  j(  100,000;  and  this  was  put  on  the  ground  of 
economy — an  economy  which  would  be  a  saviiig  at 
the  spigot,  and  a  loss  at  the  bunghole.    On  what 
sort  of  principle  did  gentlemen  put  this  case?    In 
some  quarters,  gentlemen  had  taken  an  abstraction 
»-and  on  that  abstraction  the  question  had  been 
put,  whether  the  lives  "hud  tho  property  of  their 
countrymen,  to  an  illimitable  extent,  should  be  pro- 
tected; or  whether  that  immense  interest  should  be 
sacrified,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  an  insignificant 
number  of  dollars  in  the  treasury.    He  might  ask, 
where  was  it  that  the  money  in  the  treasury  itself  was 
raised,  if  it  was  not  from  the  resources  which  com* 
merce  creates?    But  it  had  been  said  that  the  com- 
mittee ought  not  to  make  any  appropriation,  so 
long  as  the  Gk)vernment  could  get  along  without  it. 
Why,  whatever  might  become  of  the  people,  the 
GK>vernm€nt  could  get  along  without  the  Cum* 
berUnd   road;    or  if   the   whole   of  the    river 
Mississippi    were    choked   up   wi;h   snags;    or 
if  every  light  house  (m  the   coast  were   extin- 
guished.   The  argument  was  in  favor  of  econ- 
omy;  and  the  trade  of  a  great  nation  was  to 
be  put  against  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  the  treas- 
ury !    Why  did  they  want  the  snags  taken  out  of 
^%the  Mississippi)    And  here  he  would  direct  the  at* 
tention  of  the  committee  to  the  recently  received 
relations  of  the  destruction  of  property,  in  the 
western  district  of  this  country;  and  iie  would  tell 
the  gentlemen  from  the  West,  that  he,  as  a  North* 


ern  man,  wished  to  see  the  Western  gentlemen 
bring  forward  iheir  bills,  and  he  should  be  treach- 
erous to  his^  constituents  if  he  did  not  stand  by  and 
see  the  obstructions  to  Western  navigation  all  re- 
moved. That  was  the  ground  on  which  he  stood 
as  one  of  this  national  committee.  Now,  during 
the  last  seventeen  months,  there  had  been  sixty- 
nine  vessels  wrecked  on  the'  Mississippi,  in  conse- 
quence of  obstructions  to  its  navigation;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  the -coast  survey  from 
|50,000  to  $30,000;  and  he  would  reduce  it  to 
$10,000  if  he  could  have  his  own  way.  Why, 
those  wrecked  vcFsels  were,  perhaps,  worth 
|10,000;  but  the  Government  could  get  on,  ac- 
cording to  some  gentlemen,  without  the  removal 
of  the  snags  from  the  river  t 

Again:  look  at  the  seaboard  at  the  other  end  of 
the  great  natural  highway.  Why,  within  a  very 
limited  period,  ^75  souls  had  eone  down  to  a  Watery 
death,  never  to  rise  sgain.  He  could  not  tell  them 
the  amount  of  property  which  had  been  lost  on  that 
coast,  but  it  was  immense;  and  discoveries  had  been 
made  by  this  coast  survey  which  were  of  the  Ut- 
most importance  to  navigation  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  commerce,  though  they  might  be  deemed 
of  no  importance  to  the  Government.  He  con- 
fessed he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  narrow  views  ex* 
pressed  as  those  to  which  he  bad  been  alluding-— and 
made,  too,  by  gentlemen  to  vrhom  this  survey  was 
important,  although,  in  their  native  founties,  they 
did  not  hear  the  raging  of  the  storm.    He  coul4 
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scareely  deem  it  necessary  to  state,  maeh  less  to 
to  argue,  the  necessity  of  ihe  snfvey  of  the  coast  of 
a  country  which  bad  3,340,000  tons  of  shippng^ 
A  nation  only  second  in  the  world  in  amount  of  its 
pipping,  the  firs!  daving  but  3,800,000  tons ! 

H«  then  no(iced  several  shoals  in  his  own  neigh- 
borhood, about  whose  position  andezlfnt  there  iMid 
been  much  controTersy^  and  the  conspqueiit  loss  of 
time  which  was  occasioned  by  the  sweeping  rotite 
which  its  uncertain  position  compelled  vessels  to 
take;  and,  also,  to  the  inaconracy  with  which  shoals 
bad  been  hitherto  laid  down,  whereby  both  lives 
and  property  had  beeir  siicrificed.  Tnese  shoals 
Were  found  on  every  part  of  their  coast;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  uncertainty  attending  their  po* 
sitions,  wrecks  occurred;  and  the  owners  of  one 
wrecked  vessel  alone  had  suffered  retiently  to  the 
extent  of  (50,000.  He  could  appeal  to  his  friends 
from  Maine,  (whose  constituents  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  survey,  especially  those  engaged  in 
the  lumber  trade;)  but  he  took  it  for  granted  that  a 
survey  of  the  coast  was  deemed  necessary  to  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  a  wise  economy 
would  dictate  it  to  the  Government,  for  the  sake 
more  particularly  of  every  part  of  the  nation  where 
there  was  a  surplus  t»f  products,  and  a  desire  to 
aend  that  surplus  ta  market. 

It  was,  however,  proposed  to  abandon  the  sur- 
vey now;  and  it  was  added,  that  it  eould  be  re- 
sumed byand-by.  He  looked  upon  this  survey  as 
one  of  the  most  splendid  monuments  of  human 
genius  which  science  had  ever  erected  in  the 
world;  and  he  represented  Mr.  Haasler  as  entitled 
to  the  nation^d  gratitude;  and  as  regarded  the  sur- 
vey, in  point  of  economy,  he  consMered  its  con- 
tinuance as  the  most  economical  course  that  could 
be  pursued.  The  work  was  in  progress;  the  diffi- 
culties attendant  on  the  commencement  of  all  great 
works  had  been  surmounted;  skill  was  employed, 
which  the  country  had  paid  for,  and  instruments 
and  vessels  were  provided.  If,  therefore,  these  per- 
spns  were  di«bamled,  and  these  instruments  and 
vessels  were  disposed  of,  they  would  not  only  lose 
all  they  had  been  acquiring,  bat  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure would  be  reqaisite  whenever  the  work 
was  rfesumed,  which  its  continuance  would  not 
call  for. 

Some  conversation  here  ensued  betwejen  Mr. 
BURNELL  and  Mr.  AYCRIGG  on  the  points 
disputed  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BURNELL  then  pre^ieeded  to  »how  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  continuance  of  the  survey:  first,  by^ 
calling  attention  to  the  discoveries  which  had  been 
already  made,  and  the  partial  advantages  which 
it  had  afforded;  and  then  by  stating,  particularly, 
certain  errors  respecting  the  positions  of  shoals, 
which  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  property  equal  to 
the  whole  cost  of  the  survey;  and  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity which  existed  of  affording  to  mariners  cor- 
rect charts  for  their  guidance* 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  did  not  ri3e 
so  much  to  make  a  speech,  as  to  state  a  motion 
which  he  should  submit,  in  case  the  pending  mo- 
tion was  voted  down.  He  had  taken  great  pains 
to  be  correctly  informed  as  to  this  survey;  and  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great  na- 
tional importance,  and  on  no  account  to  be  aban- 
doned. He  was  equally  satisfied  and  convinced 
that  Mr.  Hassler^s  supervision  was  the  best  that 
could  be  obtained  in  the  country.  Without,  then, 
intending  to  imply  any  want  of  confidence  in  Mr. 
Hassler,  he  was  still  convinced  that  ^35,000  a 
year  might  be  saved  by  simply  requiring  cur  own 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  to  perform  the  du- 
ties, for  performing  which  others  were  paid  so 
highly.  He  should  move  to  insert  the  following 
proviso  to  the  appropriation: 

Providedt  The  superiateDdent  shall  have  no  power  orer  the 
disposition  of  safd  money;  but  that  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  fhalt  be  exclusively  employed  upon  the  survey  of  the 
coast,  under  the  direcUoo  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the 
Navy,  respectively. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  it  would  be  seen  what  large  sums 
had  been  expended.  In  1833,  |30,000  was  ex- 
pended; in  1836,  #47,000;  in  1837,  |91  000;  in 
1838, 188,000;  in  1839«  $88,000;  in  1840,  |f68,OO0; 
during  the  first  two  quarters  of  1841,  abou>|34,- 
000;  and  far  the  expends  of  the  hydrographic 
parlies  from  1835  to  1841,  $32,000.    There  had 


also  t>ften  expended,  in  the  shape  of  extra  pay  to 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  (being  the  differ-, 
eoce  between  their  regular  pay  and  their  allowance 
when  employed  on  the  survey)  $114,584.  It  would 
be  perceived  that  the  sum  appropriated  was  annu- 
ally increased,  and  It  was  not  until  within  ti  year 
or  two  past  that  $100,000  wai  annually  appropii- 
ated.  He  taw  no  reason  why  the  increase  bad 
been  made.  la  the  report,  he  found  a  long  Ibt  of 
officers  with  large  salaries;  and,  in  fac',  Mr.  Hass- 
ler h^d  more  money  at  his  disposal  than  any  of- 
ficer of  the  Government  except  the  President. 

He,  agreed  with  bis  friend  from  Illinois,  [IMTr. 
Reynolds,]  that  if  the  officers  educated  at  West 
Point  Academy  were  not  capable  of  making  sur- 
veys required  by  the  Government,  it  was  high  lime 
the  country  should  be  informed  of  the  fact.  Mr. 
Hastier,  too,  was  old ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  a  man  so  advanced  in  life  would  long  survive 
to  bh  at  the  head  of  the  survey.  Acting^  upon  this 
fact,  he  thought  we  should  be  training  our  officers 
to  succeed  him  in  the  performaiwe  of  his  invalua- 
ble services.  That  thosoicfficers  should  be  allowed 
extra  pay  when  making  surveys,  he  thought  essen- 
tially wrong.  Our  .navy  officers  were  now  piid 
liberally — higher  than  those  of  any  other  navy  in 
the  world.  Should  the  committee^vote  down  the 
motion  pending,  (which  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  mere 
forcible  cutting  down  of  the  appropriation,  without 
rhyme  or  reason,)  he  should  move  that  they  be  em- 
ployed to  tbf^  exclnsion  of  other  persons  who  were 
now  paid  bieh  salaries  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  was  aware  of  the  anxi- 
ety of  the  committee  that  the  debate  should  be 
brought  to  a  close;  yet,  he  felt  it  to  be  due  to  him- 
eelf,  as  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  not  to 
permit  the  question  tn  be  taken  without  offering  a 
few  remarks.  He  regretted  that  this  discussion 
should  have  taken  place  in  advance  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  because  be  was  convinced 
that,  when  that  report  should  have  been  made,  the 
evidence  by  which  it  would  be  accompanied  would 
bear  him  out  in  what  he  had  said  when  he  last  ad 
dressed  the  committee,  as  well  as  what  he  should 
now  say.  He  was  no  enemy  to  the  coast  survey; 
but  it  was  because  of  his  great  anxiety  to  have  it 
finished  that  he  had  instituted  tbe  inquiry  to  know 
wby,  after  the  expenditure  of  $100,000  a  year, 
(making  a  gross  sum  of  $750,000  to  $900,000,) 
no  practical  results  had  been  accomplished, 
except  three  pi>i^ul  chart*,  one  of  which  was 
known  to  be  incorrect.  (Gentlemen  might  make 
light  of  tbisf  but  those  who  are  acquainted 
jfith  maritime  affairs  know  that  it  was  by  no 
means  a  light  matter  to  have  charts  placed 
in  the  hands  of  manners  which  were  incorrect. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  BoR- 
mbll]  seemed  to  think  that  it  made  no  difference 
how  the  scale  was,  so  the  chart  itself   was  conect. 

Mr.  BURNELL  explained.  What  he  had  sad 
was,  that  the  survey  might  be  very  accurate,  and 
yet  the  scale  of  the  chart  so  placed  as  to  give  an 
erroneous  idea. 

Mr.  MALLORY  resumed.  A;  he  had  said, 
aft^r  the  expenditure  of  (to  speak  in  round  num- 
bers) $800 .000;. after  the  employment  of  one  brig, 
four  schooners,  twenty  barges,  aiul  scores  of  men 
from  the  army  and  navy,  for  ten  years,  nothing  per- 
ceptible had  been  done— nothing  to  show  to  the 
country  for  this  vast  expenditure  of  money!  And 
yet,  because  he  had  instituted  inquiries,  aud  inves- 
tigated the  proceedings  of  this  extraordinary  prodigy 
of  science — this  Galrie6~-this  Sophocles — this  Nes* 
tor — this  Ferdinand  R.  Ha^ailer; — because  be  had 
presumed  to  question  a  man  thuv  plastered  with 
praise  by  gentlemen  here,  he  was  to  be  charged 
with  having  been  guilty  of  a  seandalum  magnaium! 
Surely,  no  philosopher  of  ancient  or  modem  times 
ever  had  such  eulogies  passed  upon  him.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  '  [Mr.  Holhbs] 
might  say  that  he  felt  rebuked  that  a  committee  of 
the  House — men  learned  only  in  the  alphabet  of 
science — should  Interpose  to  correct  such  a  mathe- 
matician as  Hassler.  But  he  (Mr,  M.)  felt  rebuked 
from  a  different  cause.  He  felt  rebuked  for  the  army 
and  navy  of  his  country — rebated  to  think  that  none 
of  the  officers  were  capable  of  conducting  the  sur- 
veys ordered  by  tbe  GoTernment.  It  wotrid  seem, 
from  passing  events,  that  Congress  had  to  deal  with 


a  privileged  order  of  men,  and  that  it  could  not  oafl 
in  question  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  officers  and 
employees  of  this  Government,  without  britigiog 
upon  itself  a  shower  of  denunciation  and  abase. 
These  complaints  on  the  part  of  interested  individ- 
uals had  become  stereotjrped;  aid,  a  few  dmys 
since,  a  correspondence  was  even  carried  on  be- 
tween a  gentleman  advocating  Mr.  Hasaler  on  tbe 
floor,  and  a  portion  of  his  corps  of  obaervation  in 
the  gallery.  It  might  be  a  part  of  Mr.  Hac^er% 
diplomacy  to  have  lihis  corps  Of  observation  in  the 
gallery,  instead  of  in  tbe  field;  and  he  wondered 
that  the  friends  and  eulogists  of  that  gentlenian  did 
not  think  of  him  as  a  fit  person  to  conduct  the  ne- 
gotiations with  Lord  Ashburton. 

But,  tbe  time  admonished  him  that  hefmust  hnrry 
on  with  his  remarks.    Eleoentricity  was,  with  btm, 
no  excuse  for  arrogance  and  insolenoe,  and  eoofo- 
tion  of  ideas  was  no  test  of  greatness;  for,  when  lie 
was  a  school-boy,  one  of  the  first  lessons  tnngbt 
him  was,  that  the  todividoal  whose  head  thoogbt 
clearly,  always  spoke  clearly  and  wrote  clearly. 
So  much  in  reply  to  hiscolleagn^^s  remarks  on  Mr. 
Haasler^s  eccentricities  and  confiision  of  ideas.  Bit 
he  was  known  in  Europe,  gentlemen  said.    -How 
known)  and  for  what?  What  had  he  done  tocaase 
his  name  to  be  known  throtighout  tbe  world?   Any 
common  navigator  and  mathematician,  with  one 
little  vessel,  could  have. traced  oat  the  sounding^  of 
a  few  bays  an4'rive^^  as  well  as  this  Galileo,  So- 
phocles, or  MarshaliBlucher  has  done  it,  (for  Mr. 
Hassler  had  been  compared  by  his  eulogists  to  all 
these  great  men.)    In  one  respect,  it  appeared  lo 
him  that  it   did  require   the  talents  of  Marshal 
Blucher  to  conduct  this  great  army  and  squadron 
of  tbe  coast  survey.     What  were  they?    First, 
there  was  his  Noah*s  ark,  with  its  four  foaming 
steeds;  next,  his  theodolit$e;  vertical  and  reflecting 
circles;  transit  instruments;  his  box-chronometers; 
mounted  barometers,  (on  horseback,  he  snppoeed,) 
reflecting  telescopes,  thermometers,  and  alhidades; 
his  arm -protractors;  his  microscopic  comparateon 
his  subdivided  kilogrammes;  mierometeT  screws; 
and,  last,  his  box  of  wooden  legs.    Th«se  (aaid  Mr. 
M.)  are  the  accoutrements  of  the  commander-in- 
chief.    Then  we  have  a  brilliant  array  of  army 
officers,  with  their  sixty  tents,  with  a  retinue  of 
wagons  and  horses.    Then  came  tbe  navy  fonx, 
headed  by  a  captain  in  tbe  navy,  with  rereral  na- 
val officers,  and  twenty  boats,  with  ttieir  crews. 
Now,  he  woukl  say  that  it  did  require  the  talents  of 
Mars'hal  Blucher  to  manage  this  grand  array  of  na- 
val and  military  force. 

While  speaking  of  the  arrogance  of  this  fore'igner, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  having  any 
hostile  feelings  to  any  foreigner  that  oame  to  this 
country.    On  the  contrary,  he  was  willing  that  he 
should  enjoy  the  same  rights  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  did; 
willing,  in  short,  to  place  him  on  the  same  footing  with 
himself;  but  he  was  unwilling  that  ha  should  exalt 
himself  above  every  other  man  in  the  country, 
and  to  see  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  en- 
dorse the  calumny.  Such  was  the  prejudice  of  this 
foreigner  against  the  United  States,  that  he  would 
not  even  get  the  copper  for  his  plates  in  this  coun- 
try, but  sent  for  them  to  Europe;  and  when  he  did  get 
it,  it  was  found  to  be  worthless,  and  unfit  for  the 
purpose.    He  also  sent  to  Hamburgh  for  two  en- 
gravers, when  it  was  well  known  that  there  were  a 
namber  of  engravers  in  this  country  capable  of  ex- 
ecuting any  work   that  might   be  given    tbeai. 
Speaking  of  his  arrogance,  there  was  not  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Oovemotent,  in  which  he  had  not 
given  a  sample  of  it.    He  was  first  attached  to  tbe 
Navy  Department,  and  at  one  time  he  had  aev. 
eral  serious  difficulties   with   Secretary    Dicker-* 
son.    Then  he  was  transferred  to  theTreaniry 
Department,  and  we  find  him  there  (said  Mr.  M.) 
conducting  a  voluminous  correspondence  with  tbe 
Secretary  about  his  pay,    and  tbe  pay  of  those 
naderbis  command,    niough  so  muc^  had  been 
taid  about  his  disinterestedness,  yet  he  was  wilMnf 
te  abaeat  himself  from  his  duties  Cor  mondit,  to 
equable  with  the  departments  about  the  amount  of 
his  compensation.  *  And  as  to  his  great  qualifica- 
tions—why, he  tells  you  himaelf,  in  one  of  bis 
reports,  that  he  was  five  years  getting  ready  to  be- 
^in  his  workf  and  all  that  time,  toordraviog  ftd) 
day  from  the  Gk>f  emment. 
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OiM  bMUMe  of  Mr.  Hassler^  vaot  of  temper, 
ud  dtsreipect  to  Congress,  h^  would  meniiton.  The 
committee,  anzioiis  to  ascertain  when  the  charts  of 
tba  surveys  thitt  bad  beern  made  could  bo  pablisbed, 
with  the  cost  of  them,  inqofred  of  the  eDgraver 
who  was  summoned  before  them,  what  the  cost  of 
eog raving  ihem  would  be.  He  acswered,  that  he 
could  not  tell  without  seeing  the  manuscript  charts: 
Upoo  this,  the  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
H.,  which  was  sent  bj  the  engraver,  requesting 
him  to  permit  that  gentleman  to  see  the  charts,  and 
leUing  him  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  to  be 
inspected;  l%e  engraver  came  back  to  the  com* 
aut]re*ffoom«  and  said  that  Blr.  H.  refused  to  let 
him  see  itat  charts^  and  had  used  language,  both 
towards  the  comaiittep  and  Gcugress,  so  exceeding* 
If  discespeetfui,  that  he  would  not.  like  to  repeat  it 
This  would  be  sufficient  to  show  the  temper  of  this 
Galileo,  who  was  always  courting  inquiry,  and, 
wtieu  k  was  instituted,  loudly  complained  about 
perseeiition.*  Here  was  a  letter  from  Afr.  H.,  in 
reply  to  ibe  respectful  note  addressed  to  him  by  the 
eommiitee,  which  he  would  ask  the  Clerk  to  read, 
in  order  to  sho^  the  temper  of  this  man,  and  the. 
disrespeeiful  mmner  in  which  he  treated  a  com* 
■litiee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reading  of  that  letter. 
It  was  a  part  of  the  journal  of  the  committee;  and 
he,  as  a  memberof  the  committee,  protested  against 
the  reading  of  any  part  of  its  journal,  unless  all 
the  members  of  the  committee  had  access  to  it,  to 
make  a  report. 

Mr.  BIALLORY  said  that  the  papers  of  the 
committee  had  passed  freely  about  from  member 
to  member;  and  Mr.  Hassler  hinu^elf  had  been 
permitted  to  take  a  copy  of  his  evidence,  for  the 
parpoee  of  explaining  it;  thougb,'in  doiogso,  be 
made  about  ten  lines  for  every  one  of  his  testi- 
mony, and  confused  it  so  that  it  would  take  a 
Piiiladelphia  lawyer  to  understand  it.  He  would 
not,  however,  violate  the  rules  of  the  House  by 
reading  the  letter,  though  it  would  seem  but  fair 
that  he  should  be  permitted  to  do  what  oiher  gen- 
tlemeu  had  done  tn  the  course  of  the  debate.  His 
colleague,  the  otiier  day,  in  his  remarks,  made  use 
of  lestiuMny  that  was  l>efore  the  committee;  and 
the  friend  of  Mr.  Hassler  had  made  ose  of  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  officers  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey. 

[Here  several  gentlemen  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  letter;  and  it  was  read,  as  follows:         « 

Wabhimotqm,  Hay  30,  1842. 

fta:  Tke  unproroked  in»uU  ofTered  to  mo  by  sending  th« 
engraver  Btone  u>  roe  to  inspect  Ihe  woric  of  the  coast  aunrcy 
ie  the  map  of  New  Yoric,  ia  too  much,  aa  well  for  the 
poweia  of  tlie  conmiiitee,  aa  for  the  feelings  of  an  honest  man. 

Yeu  kDOW  that  the  maps  of  the  coast  survey  cannot  be  en> 
erursd  trat  in  the  oiBce  under  our  own  inspection.  Tou  know 
t)ui  Mw  map  in  qneation  is  already  cut  up  in  plates,  two  of 
which  *ff<e  under  iIm  enfraver's  bands  nearly  finished,  two 
oibert  jast.  beginning,  fur  two  more  the  drawing  is  nearly 
nsai^  and  two  more  are  half  finished  drawings. 

Tea  koow  that  the  engrarer  Biooe  w  in  no  way  qualified  to 
do  nidi  worIc,  uor  that  1  could  be  made  responsible  for  any  of 
hia  deio^n.  Hence  you  cannot  otherwise  but  conclude  that  the 
OMisim  yoo  t>egtn  is  destructive  to  the  work,  therefore  to  the 
exscviionaad  expenses  hitherto  incurred,  therefore  directly 
opposita  to  the  aim  professed  by  the  committee  to  Ulvox  the 
coast  surrey  w«rk. 

Mo  man  can  expect  thatl,  who  am  answerable  for  the  work, 
coald  he  eompelled  to  give  the  final  executton  in  the  hands  af  a 
OKI  lo  wIknb  I  have  not  the  lightest  reason  io  hare  any  coofi* 
dcace  wbaloTer. 

I  consider  the  seodmg  of  Stone  to  inspect  my  toork^  at  he  said 
firtty  an  unmerited  intuit;  and  I  am  certain  that  oTsry  mem- 
ter  ef'tlM  «oaimittae,  placed  in  my  ailMtioo,  would  consider 

use.  * 

With  iMet  reepect  and  good  wishes, 

Your  obedient  aerrmit, 

F.  R.  HA8SLER, 
Hob.  Pbaikis  Mallobt,  --        .   « 

Ckidrman  of  the  Oommitm  on  the  Coael  Survey. 

Here  was  a  specimen  (Mr.  M.  said)  of  the  tern- 
per  and  ahilitjr  of  this  Gaiieo,  who  reminded  him 
of  Paracelsus  of  old,  the  greatest  boaster  of  the 
age  he  lived  in.  This  empyric  said  that  he  had 
discovered  aa  elixir,  the  drinking  of  which  would 
render  a  man  immortal;  yet  he  died  with  a  vial  of 
it  in  his  pocket 

Now,  as  he  had  hot  little  time  left  him,  he 
woald  give  the  reasons  why  he  thought  the  soper- 
lateUdMict' of  thh  coast  survey  should  be  plalcedin 
other  haaciar  Though  Mr.  M .  Bad  been  for  such  si 
vtmbtto£  years  employed  in  this  work,  no  part  of 
ihrrtrVeirwa* yet  complete.  When  thecomraii- 
Wt  euakmod  him,  they  found  that  there  had  been 


... ' 


no  deep  soundings  from  Point  Judith  to  the  Dela- 
ware; snd  when  questioned  on  that  subject,  he  an- 
swered that  it  could  not  be  done  unless  Conaress 
would  make  an  addirional  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  said  that  he  had 
discovered  great  enors  in  Bcwditch  and  the 
Amerieam  Almanac  as  to  the  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude of  several  parts  of  the  coast;  and  yet 
he  has  not  niade  them  public,  so  that  his 
discoveries  are  of  no  manner  of  benefit  to  nav- 
igators. Then,  as  to  the  Gkdney  channel,  for  which 
so  much  credit  has  been  given  him  on  that  floor. 
Why,  he  did  not  discover  it.  It  was  discovered  by 
Capt.  Gedney,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  though 
it  was  discovered  as  long  ago  as  1835,  it  was  not 
yet  published.  Then  the  fkmoos  shoal  in  the  Del- 
aware, of  which  so  much  was  said  by  the  gentle- 
mat)  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ifr.  J.  R.  IkocbsollJ 
was  discovered  three  years  airo,  and  no  thart  of  it 
has  yet  been  publtybed.  One  great  objection  to 
him  was  the  slow  progress  he  had  nude  in  the 
work,  and  the  probability  that  it  would  be  equally 
slow  in  future.  We  have  a  coast  of  3,000  miles 
in  extent,  and  only  300  of  it  has  yet  been  survey- 
ed. Now,  any  school  l>oy,  with  his  slate,  could  eal- 
calate  that,  if  it  took  ten  years  to  go  round  300 
miles,  it  would  take  one  hundred  years  to  go  round 
3.000.  None  but  a  Rosicrucian,  therefore,  i^uld 
eipect  to  see  the  completion  of  the  work.  Whether 
it  was  to  cost  two  or  twenty  millions,  no  man  could 
tell.  When  Mr.  Hassler  was  asked  that  question,  be 
could  give  no  information  on  the  subject.  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  M.  said  that  the  direction  of  the  work 
ought  to  be  changed.  It  oaght  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  the  officers  of  the  army  asd  navy; 
and,  by  this  means,  a  saving  could  be  effected  of 
140,000  a  year. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which,  by  the  reso* 
lution  adopted  this  morning,  the  debate  was  to 
terminate,  Mr.  M.  was  cut  short  in  his  remarks, 
and  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  QILMER  then  modified  his  resolution  by 
substituting  |10,000  for  $20,000,  so  as  to  strike  out 
|50,000  and  insert  |10|000. 

Mr.  6PRIQG  asked  if  it  would  be  in  orderlo 
move  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  TRIPLBTT  inquired  what  course  gentle- 
men were  to  take  who  wanted  the  appropriation 
stricksn  out  altogether.  He  did  not  want  to  vote 
a  cent. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  after  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  pending  motion,  it  would-be  in 
order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellersi  (Messrs. 
WcLLVa  and  TaiPLirr,)  on  Mr.  GiLMBa's  mo- 
.lion,  and  carried^^yes  82,  noes  63. 

8o  the  appropriation  was  reduced  from  |50,000 
to  #10,000. 

Mr.  GWIN  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clauve  nukiag  an  appropriation  for  the  coast  sur- 
vey; and  the  question  having  bern  taken  by  tellers, 
(Alessrs.  Black  and  C.  J.  Imobrsoll)  was  carried-* 
ayes  79,  noes  64. 

So  the  appropriation  for  the  coast  survey  waa 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  T1LLINGHA3T  offered  an  amendment, 
appropriating  |5,000  for  preparing  and  publishing 
an  account  of  the  exploring  expedition;  which  was 
adopled. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  |25,000  for  the  custom-house  at  Bos- 
ton: rejected — ayes  47,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  offered  an  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  clause  providing  for  mis- 
cellaneous  claims,  that  no  part  of  that  sum  should 
be  applied  to  the  furnishine;  the  new  custom-house 
at  the  city  of  New  York:  carried — ayes  64, 
noes  62. 

The  clause  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses having  been  read  and  concurred  in— 

Mr.  SPRIGG  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  an 
account  to  be  kept  of  all  the  expenditures,  of  every 
description  whatsoever,  in  relation  to  light-houses; 
and  that  he  report  the  same  annually  to  Congress: 
rejected — ayes  55,  no^  71. 

Mr.  McKBON  moved  to  stril^e  but  the  appro- 


priation for  the  pay  of  ministers  to  Prussia,  Ana- 
tiia,  Spain,  and  Brazil:  lost  without  a  count. 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the  salarieaof 
charge «  des  affaires  to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Swe- 
den Holland,  Belgium,  ChiU,  Peru.  Venezneki, 
New  Grenada.  Texas,  Naples,  and  Sardinias  lost 
without  a  division. 

Mt.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  |5.000  for  the  pay  of  a  commereiid 
agent  to  Europe:  rejected. 

[The  reporter  has  been  furnished  by  Mr*  Imo»s« 
soLL  with  the  following,  as  the  substance  of  the  I8« 
marks  he  would  have  made,  had  he  not  been  prcu 
hibited  from  doing  so  by  the  resolution  which  cut 
off  furiher  debate  on  the  bill.] 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL*  hardly  expected  his 
motion  to  succeed,  l>ecao8e  the  project  was  novel, 
involving  expense,  and  a  new  office.  Yet  he  would 
explain  why  he  was  convinced  it  ought;  believing 
that,  eventually,  it  would;  for  the  more  it  came 
to  be  considered,  the  greater  favor  it  would  find^ 
The  productive  interest  of  this  great  country  is 
immense,  and  may  be  much  improved  by  Govern-' 
ment.  During  the  current  year,  two  million  two 
hundred  thousand  l>ales  of  cotton,  incalculable 
quantities  of  grain,  meat,  coal,  lumber,  and  other 
staples,  have  rprnng  from  the  soil,  craving  con* 
sumers.  They  are  aH  cheap  bejond  former  expe- 
rience. While  superabundant  ^ere,  there  is  crying 
want  of  them  in  other  countries.  We  have  a  vast 
deal  more  than  we  can  consume,  while  they  want 
a  vast  deal  more  than  they  can  get,  merely  becatiae 
commercial  restrictions  prevent  our  supplying  Ihem, 
and  thereby  greaily  augmenting  our  navigating 
wealth,  too. 

What  I  propose  is  a  cheap  and  rational  endea- 
vor to  promote  an  object  so  desirable,  by  a  com- 
mercial agency — national,  but  not  political — pro- 
ductive, not  diplomatic — a  foreign  minister,  to  rep- 
resent abroad  not  the  Gh)vernment,  but  the  produce 
of  the  United  States — the  cotton,  grain,  meats, 
coal,  rice,  lumbar,  and  whatever  else  our  teeming 
mother  earth  annuaHy  brings  forth  for  the  comfort 
of  mankind,  to  clothe,  feed,  warm,  and  make  tl^em 
happy.  This  House  did  originate  such  a  minister 
for  one  staple — tobacco;  and  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  to  Austria  is,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  a  tobacco  agent.  All  our  for- 
eign ministers  are,  indeed,  but  commercial  agents; 
auil  what  I  propose  is,  to  aid  them  by  an  attorney 
od  hoct  whose  sole  business  shall  be  to  remove  the 
obstacles  (o  more  extended  American  commerce, 
by  demonstratiog  to  foreign  Governments— and, 
more  than  GoverDment^,  by  convincing  foreigii 
nations— that  it  is  their  interest  not  to  let  their  peo- 
ple suffer  while  we  can  easily  and  cheaply  prevent 
it.  Our  political  foreifrn  ministers  are  well  enough 
in  their  orbits;  though  we  have  too  many  little 
ones.  But  what  we  want  is  not  politicians,  or  even 
statesmen;  but  practical  men  of  business,  without*  • 
the  parade  or  restraint  of  diplomacy,  ^et  with  the 
recommendation  and  support  of  Government,  to 
enlighten  the  understanding,  and  enlist  the  interests 
of  other  countries — to  awaken  their  minds  to  the 
demonstrable  policy  of  improving  their  conditien, 
by  connecting  it  with  what  we  have  and  they  have 
not,  fairly  exchanged  for  what*  they  have  mor^ 
than  we.  Foreign  political  ministers  alone  cannot 
do  this:  consuls  still  less.  They  are  both  station- 
ary— the  consuls  without  salaries,  mostly  mer- 
chants, having  their  livelihood  to  earn.  What  we 
want  is  intelligent  men,  to  go  everywhere,  mix 
informally  with  all  classes,  act  in  every  proper^ 
way  on  public  opinion,  break  inveterate  habits  and/ 
prejudices,  and  bring  about  convictions  undoubt- 
edly rational. 

Perhaps  twice  as  much  cotton  aa  is  raised  in  the 
United  States  could  be  wrought  in  France  and  Ger- 
many, where  the  cheap  labor,  the  ingenious  handi- 
crafts, the  taste  and  scientific  knowledge,  exceed 
those  of  England;  and  the  filations  and  industrial 
progress  of  both  those  great  countries,  and  in 
developments  as  energetic  as  these  of  Great  Britain, 
from  1810  to  1830;  and  in  neither  France  nor  Ger- 
many has  American  cotton  any  rival  home-inter- 
est, such  as  English  Indiai  The  late  German 
trade  union— called,  I  believe,  ZollVerein— has,  no 
I  doubt,  not  escaped  the  attention  of  our  Govera: 
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ment,  when  Prussian,  Austrian^  and  perhaps  other 
ministers  most  he  alive  to  its  vast  importance  to 

.  American  commerce.  But  snch  ministers,  with 
their  formal  correspondence,  cannot  ^ee  all  that 
the  oceasioti  calls  for.  This  is  the  moment  of  Qoi* 
▼ersal  peace  and  aniversal  struggle  for  productive 
independence  of  British  manufacturing  supremacy. 
We  ought  to  strain  every  nerve  for  our  share  ef  the 
wealth  of  nations.  We  onght  to  have  special, 
informal  agencies  to  recommend,  eiplain,  and  in- 
troduce our  staples.  A  friendly  feeling  is  said  to 
exist  in  Germany  towards  our  intercourse.  It  cer« 
taialy  did  in  France;  and  even  yei  does,  notwith- 
standing our  late  most  ill-advised  acts  of  Congress 
to  alienate  the  French.  The  consumption  of  our 
rice  has  considerably  increased  through  the  north- 
ern Qermao  ports,  I  believe,  since,  by  mutual  con- 
cessions, we  have  cultivated  more  dealings  with 
them.  The  same  thing  may  be  done  for  cotton, 
coal,  meats,  grain,  and  lumber,  with  Gennany, 
France,  and  England  too,  by  similar  means.  The 
increased  consumption  of  our  cotton  might  be  im- 
mense. But  we  mqst  act  with  all  our  faculties— 
by  commercial  as  well  as  diplomatic  instrumental- 
ty— and  do  it  without  delay.  Now  is  the  very 
time,  when  all  Europe  is  casting  about  to  remodel 
their  industry,  with  all  good  will,  to  cnkivate  our 
acquaintance;  and  we  are  groaning  with  excessive 
production,  clamofing  for  consumers.  Habit  in 
Buropo  IS  an  umpire  we  have  no  idea  of,  which  it 
requires  revolution  to  change;  and  we  must  not 
let  those  great  customers  acquire  the  habit  of  using 
Egyptian,  Soudi  American,  or  Bast  India  cotten, 
inferior  to  oars.  We  can  beat  them  all  easily,  at 
any  price.  And  so  of  several  other  great  staples. 
Reciprocal  commercial  concessions  would  soon 
work  miracles  for  us  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe, 
just  now  shaking  off  the  English  yoke.  But,  for 
this  accomplishment  we  must  not  rely  on  our  for- 
eign ministers,  or  consul*,  or  merchaots  alone. 
Government  must  interpose  by  special  agency  to 
dispel  prejudice,  impress  information,  enlighten 
public  sentiment,  (especially  the  press,)  and  by  all 
fair,  open,  and  active  action,  carrx  conviction  home 
upon  communities. 

See  what  the  laie  Eoglish  duties  act  has  done 
in  the  way  of  awakening  them  to  the  advantage  of 
being  supplied  with  American  meat.  And  not 
only  Great  Britain,  but  France  may  be  supplied 
with  it.  Pork,  for  instance,  worth  3  or  4  cents  a 
pound  in  Cincinnati,  would  bring  from  12  to  16 
in  Lyons  or  Toulon,  as  well  as  London,  and  Dub* 
lin.  Of  the  nine  hundred  thousand  people  of  Paris, 
and  two  millions  of  London,  many  thousands  are 
half  starved  because  they  cannot  pay  19  cents  for 
pork  we  can  sell  them  at  six.  1^^  whole  West- 
ern country,  with  its  inexhaustible  prodnctjons  of 
food  and  clothing,  is  vitally  interested  in  the  meas- 
ure I  propose. 
American  coitAu— the  mightiest  of  staples,  be- 

*Jot9  which  even  iron  is  eclipsed — hitherto  the  sun 
of  the  world  of  industry— may  be  leadily  made  to 
supersede  Egyptian,  South  American,  and  East  In- 
dia cotton,  which,  for  coarse  fabrics,  is  used  in 
France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland;  but,  to  do 
that,  hiMt  must  be  overcome.  Egyptian  cotton, 
introduced  mostly  through  French  ports,  has  bad 
considerable  foothold  m  many  parts  of  Europe. 
The  ascertained  consumption,  the  kinds  preferred, 
and  the  quantity  and  quality  that  might  be  wanted, 
regularly  published  by  an  American  agent  ad  Aoe, 
would  be  reliable  information  to  our  cotton«grow- 
ers,  aloce  worth  much  more  than  all  the  cost  of 

•  the  agency  I  propose.    Merchants  know  that  mer- 

•cantile  prices  current  are  often  published,  and  cir- 
culars d'^seminated,  to  conceal,  not  tell  the  truth, 
for  the  benefit  of  speculators.  Fine  North  Ameri- 
can cotton,  which  cannot  be  rivalled  by  Egypt, 
Brazil,  or  India,  is  to  clothe  men,  ships,  and  dwell- 
ings throughout  the  world,  and  render  it  tributary 
to  this  country,  if  it  will  but  do  justice  to  that  ines- 
timable production,  of  which  even  the  various  uses 
yet  remain  to  be  discovered.  The  agency  pro- 
posed should  bend  its  whole  force  to  the  greater 
establishment  of  this;  and  might,  at  least,  double 
our  export  of  it. 

Another  American  growth  may,  I  think,  be  fa- 
miliarized to  European  adoption-^-stone  coal.  The 
iQdostry  of  France  is  cramped  for  want  of  fuel. 


There  is  none  but  very  inferior  wood,  costing  at 
Paris  about  ^IB  the  cord.  English  coal  is  subject- 
ed to  a  heavy  export  duty  before  it  leaves  England, 
and  a  heavy  impost  in  France;  w)  that  it  is  not 
used  there.  Coal  from  Belgium  is  taken  to  France; 
but  it  is  not  near  as  good,  or,  I  believe,  as  cheap  as 
our  coal.  It  is  bituminous.  Wtiat  French  coal 
there  may  be  is  inaccessible,  for  want  of  roads  and 
canals  to  iu  Now,  Pennsylvania  coal,  if  taken  to 
France  as  ballast,  might  be  delivered  there  at  less 
than  one*  third  of  the  price  of  French  fire- wood;  and 
if  even  paying  freight,  at  about  one-half,  I  sup- 
pose—at from  five  dollars  lo  eight  dollars  the  ton. 
Connected  with  cotton,  what  a  prodigious  impulse 
it  might  give  to  French  industry  1  I  have  long 
thought  that  the  coal-miners,  or  even  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  ought  to  send  a  coal  agent  to 
France,  without  wailing  the  action  of  Congress. 
But  the  commercial  agency  I  propose  would  em- 
brace all  our  staples— cotton,  coal,  grain,  meat, 
rice,  lumber,  and  others. 

I  have  not  mentioned  tobacco,  because  I  believe 
it  would  be  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  get  intro- 
duced freely.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  the  com- 
mercial agency  suggested  should  not  embrace  to- 
bacco with  the  rest. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  the  advantages  of 
snch  commercial  extension  to  navigation.  But  it 
ought  to  be  added,  that  its  success  would  be  the 
best  remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  bad  currency, 
which  all  agree  we  suffer  under. 

I  have  but  sketched  what  might  be  drawn  at 
large.  It  would  be  easy  to  carry  these  views  much 
further,  to  explain  their  intimate  connexion  with 
our  currency — our  very  Union  itself.  But  I  omit 
much  that  might  be  presented,  confining  myself  (o 
the  shortest  intimation  of  what  I  am  sure  the 
more  it  is  thought  of,  the  more  convincing  it  will 
prove,  when  abler  and  more  practical  minds  than 
mine  come  to  consider  it.  American  cotton,  coal, 
grain,  rice,  meat,  lumber — all  the  principal  staples 
of  this  teeming  country,  need  but  foreign  markets 
for  their  exports  to  be  increased  beyond  belief. 
Tbey  are  as  much  needed  abroad  as  they  are  su- 
perabundant at  home.  A  few  thousand  dollars — 
not  more  than  a  very  few  days  of  debate,  or  even 
of  adjournment  ot  Congress,  cost — would  amply 
pay  a  special  agent,  (or  more  than  one,  if  deemed 
advisable,)  to  visit  the  capitals  and  other  proper 
places  of  Europe,  openly  and  freely  to  enlighten 
public  sentiment,  enlist  private  interest,  incline 
GK>vernments,  inform  the  press,  and  prevail  on 
nations  to  doltivate  a  greater  commercial  mter- 
coarse  than  now  exists  with  this  people.  We 
have  been,  I  think,  extremely  remiss  in  this  en- 
deavor. I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  it  per- 
sonally to  the  last  administration;  I  have  taken  the 
same  liberty  with  the  present;  without  much 
encouragement  from  either.  I  now  lay  it  be- 
fore Congress  and  before  the  country,  hard- 
ly flattering  myself  that  it  will  have  immediate 
acceptance;  but  well  assured  that  the  more  it  is 
thought  of,  the  more  favor  it  will  find-  One  snc^ 
agent  as  is  contemplated  for  a  sum  insignificant  in 
amount,  if  properly  selected^-no  party  hack  or 
mere  personal  favorite — may  render  more  public 
service  than  two-thirds  of  the  diplomatic  instru- 
ments we  maintain  abroad.  Mr.  I.  coaclqded  by 
invoking  the  aid  of  those  reprrseniiag  the  inter- 
ests of  cotton,  and  coal,  and  grain,  and  meat,  on 
the  floor,  to  support  his  motion.  It  asks  for  a  very 
small  sum,  which,  even  if  all  his  notions  on  the 
subject  were  unsound,  would  be  less  than  is  con- 
tinually paid  fur  printing  some  useless  document,  or 
paying  some  undeserving  applicant.  If  even  par- 
tially successful,  its  results  would  be  inestimably 
valuable.  It  is  a  kind  of  cheap  ulUitarian  mission, 
more  deserving  of  attention  than  all  the  sham 
diplomacy  we  send  abroad.  If  this  plan  bad  been 
recommended  by  the  Executive,  and  introduced  by 
a  committee  heralded  by  a  report,  there  would  be 
no  doubt  of  its  adoption.  The  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  determine  whether  an  individual 
effort,  without  any  such  advantages,  is  deserving  of 
support. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  add  an  ap- 
propriation  for  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Bey  rout, 
in  Syria,  |500:  rejected  withoat  a  division. 


Mr.  MERIWETHER  offered  the  followiig 
amendment: 

And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thei  do  part  of  any  ftppropiiatki& 
hereby  niade^  ahall  be  uuDsferred  lo  aoy  other  objieci  tbao  ihtt 
for  which  it  is  specifically  appropriated. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  submitted  the  following 
amendment : 

Provided^  further,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  ckdc 
appointed  after  the  commencement  of  the  preseot  aeesioQ  of 
Conerees  to  be  allowed  or  paid  out  of  any  moneys  appropriated 
by  this  act,  only  at  the  lowest  rate  of  salary  auchoriaed  by  law 
to  the,  clerkships  In  the  office  where  such  clerk  may  beso  ap* 
pointed :  And  provided,  further.  That  the  senior  efScieDt 
experienced  clerks  in  ofHce  prevtouslr  to  the  commmcemMtt 
of  the  present  seasion  of  Congress  ahail  be  allowed  and  paid  at 
the  higher  rates  of  salary,  according  to  their  senioriiy  in  office, 
andtheir  efficiency  and  experience  Tn  the  bueiness  or  the  office 
wherein  they  are  employed,  and  of  which  efficiaoey  andexpei 
rience  the  immediate  head  thereof  shall  judge  and  decermiaa. 

Rejected  withont  a  count. 

On  motion  byMr.  FILLMORE,  the  bill  was  far- 
ther amended  by  inserting  an  appropridtion  for  tlie 
contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau  of  navy  yards 
and  docks,  #350. 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  as 
amended.  ^ 

Mr.  YORKE  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  immediatidy  pro« 
ceeded  to  vote  upon  the  amendments  reported  from 
the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  Tor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  con- 
curring with  the  committee  in  striking  ont  the  ap- 
propriation of  $50,000  for  the  coast  suiyey  under 
Hassler's  superintendence;  and  they  were  or* 
dered. 

The  House  concurred  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS—Meesrs.  LandafT  W.  ilndrewa,  Sherlock  J.  An- 
drews, Arnold,  Arrington,  Athenon,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Bee* 
son,  Bidlack,  Black,  Boardman,  Butts,  Boyd,  Brewiier.BroB* 
SOD,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  MiluHi  Brown,  Xlbarles  Brown,  Bork^ 
William  BuUer.  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwefl, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  TliomM  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Casey.  Chapman,  Ohittend^  CUfibid, 
James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper.  Cowen,  Cravens,  Croa^ 
Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davn,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doic, 
Bastmao,  Egbert,  Pessenden,  John  G.  Flovd,  Cbayles  A.  Fki^ 
A.  Lawrsnce  Poster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  werry,  Gilmer,  Giy. 
gin,  William  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Green.  Guatioe,  Gwin,  Htr- 
ris,  Hays,  Uouck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Liulefield,  Abraham  McCIeilan,  McKav, 
Marchand,  Thomas  P.  Maishall,  Mathiot,  Bfattocks.  MaxwtU, 
Maynart),  Medill,  Meriwether.  Mitchell.  Moore,  Morgan,  Hot- 
rIs,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Patridges  Payne,  PlnoMr, 
Ramsey,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogei% 
William  Russell,  Shaw,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Soliers,  Sprin, 
Btokoly,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  JohnT.  Stuart,  JbhD& 
Thompson,  Jacob  ThompsoD,  Tripleit.  Troui,  Tuniay,  Waid, 
Watterson,  Waller.  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Wliile,  Chrislophir 
H.  Williams,  and  Torke— 119. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Baker,  Barton,  Bfrdteye^ 
Blair,  Borden,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  John  Camp- 
bell,  Cary,  Cbilds,  John  CT  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  CliDtoo^ 
Coles,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Dawson.  Everett,  ^tnia, 
Pillmore,  Pomance,  Gates,  Giddi^K^  Patrick  O.  Gooos,  Gkv* 
don,  Graneer,  Hastings,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudaoo,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  'Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Ir- 
win, William  Cost  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Inac  D.Jones, 
Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Unn,  Lowell,  Robert  McClel. 
Ian,  McKennan,  McKeoii,  Alfred  Marshall,  Miller,  MoBow, 
Parmsoter,  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  RaMtil, 
Randolph.  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt^  Jamas  M.  RoBell, 
Saltonsiall,  Sanford,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Summers,  Soffl* 
ter,  Taliaierro.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tuliofhast,  Tolaod^ 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Wallace>,  V^urren.  Wath* 
ineton,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WtlHama,  Winthropi 
Wise,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 84. 

The  amendment  of  the  conunittee  reducing  the 
appropriation  for  the  contingent  expeaaes  of  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  to  #900,  was  non* 
coneurred  in. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  eooeuned  in. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  attempted  to* get  is  aa 
amendment  reducing  the  appropiiation  for  the  Ja- 
diciary;  but 

The  SPEAKER  nried  him  out  of  order,  ina^ 
much  as  the  previous  question  had  been  ordered. 

The  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  PILLMORE  asked  the  unanimous  comeat 
of  the  House  to  have  the  question  now  taken  oa 
its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed. 

OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  oflered  the  following  zeso* 

lution;  which  was  adopted: 

Reeolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby,  dl* 
rected  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  House  orRcpreMBU 
atives,  as  soon  as  convenient,  the  report  bv  Captain  Qmifn  W. 
Hughes,  of  the  United  States  corps  of  topographical  «u^ 
neeit,  orhis late  reeonnoiManee  ana  surveyor  theOhlorirer. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  a  ntunber  of  Execth 
tiye  conimnnications,  as  foiiowsi 
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1.  A  eommunicatioE  from  the  Treasury  Depart* 
ment,  traDsmittiDg  tb«  report  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  up- 
on the  progress  of  the  coast  survey;  also,  a*report 
apon  the  subject  of  the  standard  weights  and  meas- 
nmi  referred  to  the  Select  Committee. 

3.  A  commonlcatioD  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering  the  annual  report  and  list  of  insol* 
?ent  debtors  in  the  United  States:  refeired  to  the 
Jodidaiy  Committee. 

3.  A  commiiBication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
passed  17ih  December,  calling  for  information  in 
relauon  to  the  dry  dock  contemplated  at  Brooklyn: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  commoniea* 
tion  be  a!8o  printed. 

Which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WISE. 

After  debate,  it  was  carrieJ — ayes  83,  noes  not 
eovDted. 

COAST  iSURVEY  BY  NAVY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  offered  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Raolvtd^  That  the  Select  Committee  oa  the  Coast  Survey 
toqane  into  the  propriety  of  diepensing^  witli  the  topographical 
cumr  of  the  aoune:  of  limttiog  the  e umber  of  pereona  (ioclu* 
diog  (he  raperioiendenui  and  aMialanis)  eogagiMl  thereio;  and 
of  employing  officers  of  the  Davy  in  the  same. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  all  that  was  embtaced 
in  the  resolntioo  was  now  uoder  consideration  by 
the  select  committee  raised  at  the  last  session,  and 
ooatinned  at  the  present.  He  pledged  himself,  as 
a  member  of  that  committee,  to  investiga'e  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  summon  every  topographical 
eogineer  in  the  city  x»  testify;  and  he  veniored  to 
say,  that  if  all  the  testimony  already  taken  had 
been  read,  the  Hoase  would  not  have  come  to  such 
a  vole  as  it  did  today,  when  the  whole  appropria- 
tion for  the  survey  was  &iricken  out. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  of  opinion  that  a  blow  bad 
been  to-day  struck  at  the  ccast  survev,  from  which 
be  doubted  if  it  ever  wonid  survive.  Besides  the  in- 
trinsic osefulness  of  snch  a  survey  to  the  conntry, 
it  was  due  to  our  national  pride  that  it  should  be 
kept  up,  and  the  United  States  thereby  contribute 
its  share  lo  the  science  of  the  world.  He  then 
commented  upon  the  evil  effects  which  would  flow 
from  the  casting  a  suspicion  abroad  that  Mr. 
Hauler  "was  a  humbug.  Such  a  course  would,  he 
iboDght,  destroy  the  efficiency  of  any  successor 
who  might  be  appointed  in  resuscitating  the  work. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  the  House  "had 
struck  no  blow  at  the  coast  survey,  as  was  assert- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  and 
the  pntleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  EvfiRBTTj] 
it  bad  only  decided  that  it  would  relieve  the  treas- 
ary  of  the  country  from  an  annual  expenditure  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  survey  from 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  a  superannuated  super- 
intendent and  bis  corps,  and  place  the  whole  under 
the  officers  of  the  navy  and  army  of  the  United 
Stales,  where  it  ought  always  to  have  t>een.  If  the 
Government  had  no  officers  in  its  navy  and  army 
capable  of  carrying  on  the  work,  it  was  time  it 
had;  and  which,  if  it  had  not,  it  could  soon  get. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  MsanrsTHCR]  would 
bt  adopted;  and  that  the  committee  would  introduce 
a  bill,  at  an  early  day,  placing  this  important  work 
Boder  the  charga  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  condocted  by  officers  of  the  navy  and 
of  the  topographical  engineers  of  .the  army— of 
thoat  officers  that  the  Qovernment  had  been  edu- 
cating, at  a  large  expense,  for  forty  years.  He 
bad  not  the  least  doubt  but,  under  them,  the  survey 
would  be  as  well  done,  andVar  more  expediiiou&ly, 
than  under  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  WISE  would  merely  say  that  our  engi- 
neers, from  Abort  and  Totten  down,  would  all  de- 
clare that  they  were  not  so  competent  as  Hassler; 
and  not  only  that,  but  also  that  no  other  man  could 
be  found  as  competent. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  »aid,  it  was  true  be  had 
TOted  agaiBst  the  appropriation  to-day,  and  i*e 
eonld  tell  the  gentleman  firom  Vermont  [Mr.  Ev- 
aacTT]  that  if  a  blow  had  been  struck  at  the  coast 
luvey,  aa  conducted  by  Mr.  Hassler,  he  was  glad 
that  he  had  bean  enabled  ta  assist  in  striking  that 
blow.  • 

He  did  not  t>elieve  that  there  was  a  greater  hum- 
bag  in  die  country  than  this  same  Mr.  Hassler.  | 


He  was  disposed  to  carry  on  tEe  survey,  because 
his  constituents  were  interested  in  it;  but  they 
wanted  it  completed  before  the  next  century.  Un- 
der present  auspices,  there  was  no  prospect  of  ac- 
complishing such  a  design. 

The  question, was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

After  which,  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
FaioiT,  December  33, 1843. 

Mr.  CLiiYTON  preseatcd  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Rpbert  Fulton;  which,  in  connexion  with 
the  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the 
claim,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  praying  an  extension  of  their  charter; 
which  was -referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  memorials  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  for 
an  extension  of  their  cbarieris,  respectively;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  of  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  establish  naval  schools. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  Ottowa,  Illinois,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  frOmOttowa,  via  Mid- 
dle Point,  to  Napierville,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Gkorge  C.  Johnson  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
manufacturers  of  furred  hats  in  Harrisborg,  Penn., 
praying  Congress  to  Rive  them  incidental  protec- 
tion, by  removing  the  25  per  cent,  duty  imposed  on 
imported  furs  by  the  tariff  of  last  seBsion:  referred 
.to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  and  papers  of  Charlea  M.  Keller 
be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Compiittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  papers  of  Charles  Kohler  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  k>ack,  without  amendment.  House  bill  en- 
ti'led  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gk>vemment  for  the 
half  calendar  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1842." 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Senate,  he  would,  at  I  o'clock,  move  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  bill. 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency of  the  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins. . 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill  to 
regulate  the  compensation  to  pensi«»n  agents. 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  to  continue  the  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket 
Steamboat  Company. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  persons  residing  within  the  reputed 
limits  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
beyond  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  as  established  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  s^ame; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  TALLMADGE  and  PORTER  present- 
ed memorials  from  the  city  of  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Jndiciaiy  Committee. 
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Mr.  WILLIAMS  submitted  the  following  reso* 
lutioD]  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  in' 
form  the  Senate  whether  or  not  any  peaeions  for  dinibUity  to 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  while  in  the  serriceand  receiv- 
ing pay,  have  been  paid  since  August  10,  1841;  and  If  any, 
what  havbeen  the  amount  thus  paid,  and  under  what  law  such 
payments  have  been  made,  since  the  passage  of  the  aa  of 
July  16, 1841. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  the  petition  ^of 
James  Rundier,  prajiug  indemnity  for  losses  by 
the  depreciation  of  funds  paid  him  far  supplies  fur- 
nished^ the  Government  during  the  late  war;  whicb 
was  referred  Xo  the  Comniittee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  William  Russell  for  fi>hing  bounty; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com^ 
meree* 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leaye,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Madame  De  Lusser;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re« 
ferred  to  tb^  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Mnnroe;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Capt  J.  Throckmor- 
ton; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Con^ 
mittee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  introdueed  a  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river, 
and  south  of  the  tairty-first  d^ree  of  north  latitude; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  the  Public  Land<. 

Also,  introduced  a  joint-resolution  atithorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle,  on  certaia 
terms,  the  liabilities  of  tbe  sureties  of  Gordon  D. 
Boyd,  late  receiver  c  f  poblic  moneys  at  Columbua, 
Mississippi;  which  was  twice  read,  and  relerred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bab* 
ROW  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to, 
viz: 

RemUvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I/aods  Im  In* 
Btrucied  to  inquire  into  the  expodieocy  ofgranting  to  the  $tata 
of  Louisiana  erery  alternate  section  ot  the  public  lands  Intha 
limits  of  that  State,  which  have  been  returned  as  not  worth  iha 
c«Mt  of  survey;  and  each  alternate  eeclien  of  sacb  lands  as  ara 
subject  to  inundation  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  on  the  condition  that  ttie  said  State  construct  levees,  by 
means  of  which  said  lands  shall  be  effectually  protected,  there- 
after, from  iuuudaiion:  And  provided^  That  the  procaeda  of 
the  sales  of  lands  reclaimed  by  means  of  such  levMs,  shall  bo 
exclusively  appropriated  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  ma- 
king of  roads  and  the  improving  of  liTeis  and  bayous  within  ita 
limits. 

AFRICAN  SaUADRON  AND  aUlNTUPLE 
-       TREATY. 

The  following   resolution,  submitted    by  Mr. 

BsNTON,  was  tsken  up  as  one  of    the  apeeial 

orders  of  the  day: 

Retolvedj  That  the  President  be  requested  to  ioform  theBso* 
ate,  (if  compatible  with  the  public  interest,)  whether  the  qiria* 
tuple  treaty,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slavs'trade,  haa 
been  communicated  to  tiie  Government  oi  the  United  tStatea 
in  any  form  whatever;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  for  what  par* 
pose;  and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to  sudi 
communication.  Also,  to  communicate  to  ihe  Senate  all  tha 
information  which  may  have  been  received  by  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  goin|;  to  show  that  the  ^courae  tokiek 
thia  Government  might  take  in  relation  to  eaid  treaty  koB 
excited  no  email  degree  of  attention  and  ditcuuion  inEu^ 
rope."  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  how  far  tbe  **warra  animad* 
versions,"  and  **lhe  great  political  excitement"  which  tt«is  trea- 
ty has  cauaad  in  Europe,  have  any  application  or  reference  to 
the  United  States.  Also,  to  inform  tbe  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  that  ^'tbe  lawe  and  the  oifli^ittiona"  of  tlM  United 
Sutes  in  relation  to  tbe  supivreasion  oi  the  slave*tradB  waald 
be  ^executed  by  others"  if  we  did  not  'Remove  the  pretext 
and  motive  for  violating  our  Jlag  and  executing  our  law$i" 
by  e^.ieringintothestipulaiionsfor  the  African  squadron,  and 
the  remonstrating  embasies  which  are  contained  in  the  8tn  and 
9ih  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty.  Also,  that  the  President 
l>e  requested  lo  communicate  to  the  Senate  alt  the  correspond- 
ence with  our  ministers  abroad,  relating  to  the  foregoing 
points  of  inquiry.  Also,  that  tbe  PresideBt  tie  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  all  such  information  upon. thai 
negotiation  of  the  African  squadron  articles  as  will  show  tha 
origin  of  said  articles,  and  the  history  and  progress  oi  thait 
formation. 

Mr.  6.  said  the  resolution  presented  two  diatiiiet 
points  of  inquiry  :  one  in  relation  to  the  quintuple 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  tiie 
other  in  relation  to  the  danger  of  seeing  our  law* 
in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  eie« 
euted  by  others,  if  we  did  not  exeeote  these  laws  our- 
selves. Boih  inquiries  arise  out  of  the  Presidents 
message  of  August  last,  ip  which  the  quintuple  trea« 
ty  is  mentioned  in  away  to  authoriae  the  belief  that 
the  conduct  of  the  allied  powers  has  had  relation  iq 
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Ihe  United Su<es ;  atidlhedaDgeT  i ha t  o>her«  would 
e»cD<e  onr  1ms  fpt  ne,  if  we  did  noi  enter  into 
lbs  ArriuD  (lliftnce ;  aod  bnlb  pnints  were  eo  pre- 
■  sealed,  u  to  optnle  as  indacemcmg  to  Ihe  SeiiBle 
to  agne  lo  ifae  irekly.  At  lbs  iame  (imp,  Ibe  e*i- 
dr Bees  of  ihiswecenot  given;  Ibe conespoadeDce 
fibed  no  lighl  upotill;  and  there  »err  no  prolo- 
cols,  or  minaiea  of  coofereaoe,  to  show  what  pass- 
ed betveea  the  Britiah  and  Am^ricBn  Defoliation. 
Now,  Iheee  teli^fs,lha8creaied,  wereeiiber found- 
ed or  not.  li'  foonded,  and  ihe  great  powere  o( 
Birope  have  aelaally  taben  oefniianee  of  oar 
coDdnci  in  rEJalion  lo  ibe'  Blave  trade,,  we, 
Ibe  people  ot  ibe  Uniled  States,  engbc  to  know 
il;  it  IB  dne  lo  tbcm  to  know  ii.  If  not  round- 
ed, then  il  isdae  to  Greal  Biltain,  Anitria,  sod' 
PrasBit,  that  they  should  be  absotved  from  a  ei1e> 
pieioB  which  the  message  creties  aitBinsl  Ibem. 
No  one  can  read  (be  pasuges  in  the  metsage  wilfa* 
out  feeling  ibat  a  belief  ot  interrereaee  in  onr  af- 
fairs is  created  afaiim  tbese  sovereigns.  It  isnni 
asaerted,  but  they  and  tbeir  conduct  are  referred  lo 
In  a  way  lo  eieiie  the  belief.  If  Mr.  B.  Ten- 
inred  any  opinioD,  it  wonid  be,  Ihai  the  impnta- 
tion  was  anfonndad;  and  ihal  all  this  parade  of  the 
qainiaple  allies,  and  Ibe  alien tion—diMnanoD — 
animadTersion — excitamenl — wbkh  is  presented  to 
nt,  was  merely  a  scenic  represenlalion,  lo  help  on 
with  Ihe  ratification  of  the  treaty.  With  lespecl 
10  Ibe  olhar  branch  of  ihe  inqniry — thai  in  relaiioa 
to  cxecnlJDg  anr  lava  for  ns,  if  we  did  nol  eiecnte 
them  onrselTet — he  believed  that  ihere  was  sncb  a 
Ibrcai;  thai  it  came  from  Qreal  Britain;  and  lhai 
Ibe'psopie  bad  a  right  to  know  wbeiheiit  ia  tme. 
At  il  stands,  the  message  as  good  as  aSirms  it. 
These  were  Mr.  B.'s.  reaEons'  for  making  Ihe 
call,  and  he  was  taken  by  anrprise  to  lee  any  ob- 
jMiion  tu  il.  But  objsciton  was  made;  and  now  be 
mnsl  Tiadicata  his  call;  and  he  wonid  do  it  on 
bolh  poinis  of  inquiry,  and  each  in  theii  order. 

First,  as  to  the  qaiatople  treaty:  The  Senator 
from  Tiiginia  sapposes  Ibeit  is  nothing  lo  be  com' 
mnuicated,  and  Ibeielore  resists  ibc  cxll.  Evan  if 
it  is  to,  lei  the  Qovemmeni  say  bo;  lei  the  Qovern- 
nent  say  there  is  noihiog  lo  commanicaie.  They 
will  not  say  so.  They  have  already  said  tbe  cou- 
Irary;  and  thai  in  a  call  from  ihe  House  of  Kepre- 
scnialires.  They  admit  they  hare  a  ccrrespoid- 
ence  in  lelaticn  to  Ibis  quintuple  treaty,  and  prom- 
ise to  commnDicale  it  at  the  proper  lime.  Here  is 
tbe Piesideni's  answer,  in  which  the  ult  npon  bini 
isseloQl — the  correspondence  admilted— sud  its 
comoraaiealion  postponed  to  a  more  satiable  time. 

Mr.  B.  then  lead  ibe  answer  of  ibe  President  lo 
Mr.  J.  Q.  AiuHS's  call,  in  the  following  woids: 
To  Ihi  Hauu  qf  Repramlaltef: 

AnMluiiMDf  IbcBouMar  RepruesuUTM  of  ihe  13ih  in- 
■luii  hu  twen  communlcauit  lo  mo,  nqucMing,  "no  far  u 
npulbla  wllh  Ihe  public  iDlxron,  s  copy  of  ihe  quio- 
rnlwatiiUufln  principal  poven  of  Europe,  for 
lappnMnortlieAIVlauiilin-indE;  anil,  el^cDpiea  of 

■ordinary  KBdMluiaier  Ptanlpoieoileiy  ot  the  Unlied.Hiuu 
*  CMin  of  PnuKe,  lo  Unl  OorEmnuni,  igaitiK  iha  niifico- 
by  Prance  of  Um  aitil  IreaiT;  indol  (II  correnKRidencs  tw- 
in ihe  Gavenmenia  or  ihe  Uaileil  Hulea  uil  of  Fniicti 


SMi'; 


•1,1  h 


MiimeDio(ifaetJDlUdBiai«q  (oilnaai 

■IiIioDCli  II  ia  eiy  hope  and  sipecurioo  that  11  wltl  be  pnper 
■ad  (SnnnieM,  mi  an  euly  daj,  id  lay  Unni  before  Congreea,  lo. 
feUiar  wiiboihencnniwcudwiUi  ihe  Hme  (ubtMu;  Tel,  in 
my  opnion,  a  cnmniDnicalian  of  Ihem  lo  ilM  Honae  of  Renie. 
■eiuatiTea,  aiihieiinUiWoiiMitoibecainpuiblewlihLhe  ptililie 

JOHN  TYLER. 

lomalhing  lo  be  con- 
is  (be  proper  lime  for 
aDd  there  can  be  no 
lunicaiion  of  the  cor- 
iheie  wonid  be  no 
aneb  of   ibc  inquiry 

—thai  of  an  eiecation 

y  others,  if  we  did  not 

BompiioD,  by  entering 

>a  this  branch  of  ihe 

Inqniry,  bs  believed  the  leawna  for  baring  ihe  in. 

formation  which  was  called  for,  were  strong  and 

bmiMible.    Tbe  metsage  clearly  pnaenD  ib«  case 


of  a  Ibreai  against  ns  on  Ibe  part  of  Oieat  Briiaio; 
and  Ibe  question  is,  U  this  imcl  Iflrae,  the  coan- 
try  is  insalied — ibe  nailun  diehoBored — by  cowering 
under  it.  If  nnttae.  Great  Briiain  is  wronged,  by 
being  presented  as  hectoring  over  uf,  when,  in 
fact,  sbe  was  not.  Taken  either  way — and  we 
want  tbe  facts — we  waul  lo  aee  on  what  foundation 
this  part  of  the  message  reus.  Thia  Is  the  more 
neceeaary,  because  the  eotrespandence  is  dead  ai- 
Irat — s'lleLt  as  ibe  grare— on  all  ihat  reltiea  to  this 
Arriean  ^qnadroa.  Not  a  word  npon  it  in  ibe  one 
hundred  and  twuity  pages  of  coriespondence 
which  was  oommantcated  la  the  StDtla,  lo  eo- 
lighisn  it  npon  tbe  fontiation  of  the  ireatyl 
There  is  a  bead  for  ii;  bnt  nothing  ander  tbe 
headl  not  one  word  between  the. two  negotia- 
tors! See  Ihe  doenmeal,  page  84,  and  the  section 
beaded  "SDnvanioN  or  tbk  Apsican  elatb- 
TUOK— BxnuDrnoi;"  and  all  in  glaring  capitals, 
Bs  if  we  were  going  lo  tee  ail  that  patsad  between 
the'  two  negotiators  on  the  point  of  thia  sappre»- 
sioD;  vhen  nol  a  word  is  lo  be  foood.  The  bi- 
iradiiion — ibis  is  io  say,  the  surrender  of  fngiiive 
criminals — has  one  note,  of  half  a  page,  to  say  that 
thia  ariide  for  the  delivery  of  fugitiTes  woald  not 
be  binding  npon  Qreal  Britain  until  ratified  by 
Parliamenl;  and  after  that,  hji  Lordship  vBiishes 
from  the  chapter.  He  is  sean  or  heard  of  no  more 
in  Ibe  eight  pages  which  follow  on  the  eappiessioa 
of  iht  Elare^trade:  Ihe  whole  is  conflued  to  oar 
Secretary  and  a  coapie  of  naTal  officers — ihe  Brit- 
ish minisier  not  even  appearing  to  be  cognizant  of 
what  they  were  about!  Lock  at  it,  end  follow  ibe 
papers  as  they  rise,  and  s<e  what  a  flgoie  they 

Btseni.  The  first  it  from  Captain  Paine,  of  the 
niled  Slates  na*y,  to  Mr.  Websier,  dated  May  3, 
1643,  and  is  in  aoswer  to  inqnirirs  which  are  nol 
giren!  Mr.  Webster's  letier  lo  Captain  Paine  ia 
□ot  given;  and  how  the  Captain  came  to  make  this 
communicalion  ia  only  to  be  guessed  ai;  for  there 
is  no  dew  to  its  prodnciion.  It  in,  however,  a  letier 
of  much  inleiest,  and  gives  Ibe  history  of  the  little 
Sierra LeoaeaDli-slnv^-Irade treaty  between  a Bril* 
ish  and  an  Anerlcan  officer,  which  was  so  piompt- 
ly,  s«  pairiotically,  so  nobly  re{ected  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  in  1840.  A  part  of  the  object  of  (be  letter 
Btemx  to  have  been  to  complain  to  tbe  new  admin- 
iairatioD  of  the  nanner  in  which  tbe  past  adminis- 
tration had  rejected  and  rebuked  that  little  ireaty — 
tbe  seminal  principle  of  ibe  present  African  aiti' 
BDce.  Mr,  Fanldiag,  as  Secretary  of  ihe  Navy, 
and  speaking  in  the  name  of  President  Tan  Buren, 
says,  in  relatiefa  lo  the  arrangimeni  made  at  Sierra 
Leone,  to  Captain  Paint: 


0  Ihe  eaubllilied  inil  well 


TMs  was  a  pretty  poinled  rebnke  to  CapL  Paine, 
who  had  made  ibe  arrangement  wiib  Ctpt.  Tneb^, 

of  her  Britannic  Majesry'a  ^Ioop-of-wa^  Ihe  Wol. 
verine.  As  such,  (^pl.  Paine  seems  to  have  felt 
il;  and  IhuB  signified  bis  feelings  in  tlie  eonclading 
sei^lence  of  his  letlen 

me  iri^uld  ha*p  bnn  Improper,  aud  would  allll  b«  indeuionB. 

Tbe  cnrrespon dense  does  nol  show  whether  Ihe 
Secretary  thought  any  defence  or  eiplanaiioo  on 
ibe  part  of  Capl.  Paine  necessary;  but  he  proceed- 
ed immedia'ely  lo  conrale  his  feelings  by  making 
an  arrangemant  of  a  siill  stronger  cbaiacter  wiih 
Qreal  Bri  la  In,  and  availing  himself  of  all  Capt. 
Painc's  information  to  facilitate  its  condusion.  On 
the  301h  day  of  April,  1843,  tbe  Secretary  ad- 
dresses eight  queries  to  Captains  Bell  and  Paine  oa 
.the  snhject  of  tbe  African  slave-trade,  of  which  the 
Gib,  Tth,  and  8lh  are  in  these  words: 


■%.  The  uiiUiy  of  cmplorkit  * ■ 


!■  or  difTatoit  BUIani  i 

1ii'ch"'niiBhl  bo  mel  w'ilh'undt 
sraabelaniln^  lo  ihe  counir 


I  BlaTo-iMpfl  could  be  mn 


in  order  10  pui  an  entire  end  lo  ihe uaflk  in 
■uch  Ibita  to  auoiopIUi  ibat  purpoM." 


iTee;  anil  for  whil 


The  answers  to  these  qneriesal^i 

>•%.  Wa  ace  of  opintnn  UiM  a  anindrimabould  ba  kspl  m  ibe 

netlcu  llagi  lend  llieai  to  Cape 
if  Ihe  Dnlted  StaiM  ihen  inaj 


5d  [11  Blopping  ._ 


Aaoutpernnal 
u;DDtle*a,howe 

npn»d6ei«ecfl  (lata  Vari  and  Capt 
eiale  the  eiacl  fsru  cwjnired  for  ttiii 
rar,ihui  ihe  following,  wn  lUnkiwcea- 

SSi-Sr 

ras."'si 

SSTSSZ;.,™*  -u,,™ 

sr-itr 

lie  onfrlmlta  leat  Ihan  Ihali  cnmpla. 
sd  tip  wiib  krooniEii,  on  iliejr  uriTil  m 

■llyne 


ly  require)  wH^be  eauaail. 


Hiese  were  Ibe  answers  to  the  three  qnesiions; 
and  in  coaformity  with  these  anaweis,  the  Afiicaa 
articles  were  drawn  up.  And  ibeie  anawera  from 
Captains  Bell  and  Paine  close  tbe  whole  head  of 
the  correspondence  under  the  lille  of  "A^pprenfaa 
«/*  tht  Jfrian  liavt-tradt .'"  Hot  a  word  appears 
in  il,  lo  or  from  Lord  Abbbnrlen;  and  from  all  that 
we  i:ali  aee,  il  would  seem  that  he  had  sever 
heard  of  these  African  articles  Butil  be  signed 
them  in  the  treaty  t 

The  articles,  Ihen,  for  ibis  squadron,  and  these 
remonstrating  ambassadors,  stand  before  Dt  u 
American  concepiions  1  as  siipnlationa  originating 
with  the  United  Siales,  and  carried  forward  by . 
Ihem  as  tbeir  separate  work,  uaUl  the  articles 
leaped  lull  grown  inio  the  body  of  the  treaty. 
This  it  the  way  they  appear  to  as :  they  appear  ai 
articles  of  American  growth  and  origin,  when,  I 
onderlske  10  affirm,  that  they  are  wholly  British ! 
that  they  came  from  the  British  negotiator!  and 
that  ihe  American  Secretary  bat  done  his  work  la 
reeking  testimony  to  justify  them,  and  to  ripen 
them   into  formal  sttipuialions  I 

To  sustain  tbi;  belief,  I  do  not  refer  to  the  fact 
(pregnant  as  il  is)  that  the  British  have  bqen  putb- 
ing  and  pressing  tiiis  alliance  upon  ns  for  tbirty-tiK 
years — from  the  lime  Mr.  Monroe  wti  in  London 
in  1B06-  I  leave  out  all  that,  and  come  to  direct 
proof.  Here  il  is,  (holding  up  a  pamphlet,)  in.tbe 
noble  patnpblel  ofQeneral  Cass  against  the  Briti&b 
prelenaion  of  search.  I  laid  that  pamphlet  by  for. 
use,  when  I  got  a  copy  of  it.  I  use  part  of  il  now, 
and  more  hereafter.  For  the  present,  I  qaote  from 
page  34,  (Baltimore  cditiun,  by  J.  Ton ng,)  and 
only  take  what  is  there  quoted  from  the  London 
Times  newspaper — a  paper  wbich  (no  Senator  need 
be  reminded]  is  ihe  organ  of  the  ministry  whieh 
sent  ont  Lord  Athborton.  The  article  is  of  tbe 
date  of  January  last,  when  the  minister  was  on  the 
point  af  setting  out  to  the  Dniied  Stales,  and  leQa 
what  be  came  for.    This  is  the  article: 

"ThIadlBpuU  (0/ I'mprumou)  now  atopa;  Ihaugh  ilwill 
bane  la  be  revived,  al  lutaI,ofil)wiKitocuiion  whan  waBnd 
aunal<r«  inTeaied,  hT  a  war,  Mill  the  rMn,  or  whkh  h  1>  Uie 
coneenuenu;  and,  indeed.  Il  might  ba  ra&ed  upon  Ilia  gnUeai- 
plaled  Irtaly,  glTing  a  muluil  rigU  o/«orc*  lor  ibe  prayan- 
lim  of  Ibe  Blare  icade,  rnibit  ptoilded  for,  aa  ii  mifhi,  and 
proftoAly  wooldba,  byapecioi  atUeta." 

Here  ibe  official  paper  of  tbe  present  Britidi 
ministry  shown  ns,  at  the  moment  the  sptcial  intn- 
isler  is  setting  out,  that  the  question  of  jmpnst- 
inent  is  to  be  revived,  and  may  be  doDeonAs 
conirmplated  treaty,  asd  in  that  part  uf  Ibe  treaty 
which  relates  la  the  sappresslon  of  the  slava-tTadei 
and  Ihat  "ifttial  ■rlfcliAwonld  preM^  be  agreed 
upon  in  relation  to  the  tnppresaion  ot  thia  trade. 
This  is  the  import  of  tbe  artide  ia  the  Time«;  and 
it  is  nnder  ■  niti — ander  an  "wuteii'' — and  nnder 
tbe  contingency  for  providing  for  this  toppreniDn 
by  special  articles,  thai  ihe  right  of  impreEament 
might  not  be  raised  upon  the  treaiyt  All  this  is 
(00  plain  for  eommeDt,  and  too  grave  for  ne^acL 
It  comes  from  the  aaibeDllc  organ  of  tbe  Britidi 
ministry;  and  lime  and  events  have  verified  every 
word  of  it.  ne  pretension  to  imprees  bat  been 
revived — rerivc^d  in  Lord  AAbaTton>s  ieltei  of  tbe 
9ih  of  Augaat,  in  answer  to  Ur.  Webster's  of  Ibe 
.  8ih,  in  which  oar  Secretary  gave  tbe  miitistar  in 
opportanity  lo  revive  tbe  pretentiDii,  by  openlu  t 
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ffitnitoiM  correspondence  apon  this  htid,  ofi$r  the 
irmiff  wm  tmuluded!  The  treaty  bears  date  the 
9th  of  Aogn&t,  and  most  bare  been  coneluded 
some  days  before  that  time.  Mr.  Webster's  letter 
bears  da*e  the  6th  of  Aognst— Lord  Ashbnr- 
tOD^  the  9th  of  Aogast;  and  etfth  letter  concludes 
with  a  farewell,  and  a  declaration  that  these  letters 
"cl«Md"  their  correspondence !  Thus  the  minister 
hsd  a  aataral  occasion  presented  to  him  to  rcTive 
the  preteasioii  of  impressment,  and  was  thereby 
ssTsd  from  appearing  ^'qfficum^*  or  *inquimiwt'* 
opon  ibesabject,  as  it  is  intended  that  the  British 
goTeniors  in  the  West  Indies  shall  appear  when 
liberatiBf  Asierican  slaves.  This  proves  that  the 
Times  newspaper  was  right  as  to  impressment:  the 
stipnlations  for  the  African  r qaadron  show  that  it 
was  eqaally  right  as  to  the  ''special  ertteies**  in  lien 
of  the  right  of  search !  And  both  together  prove 
that  ispressment,  right  of  search,  and  this  African 
sqnadroo,  banting  negroes  in  couples  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  are  all  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  thing 
—the  degrading  right  of  in  pressmen  t,  against  which 
the  Unttcd  States  went  to  war  in  1819. 

This  is  enough  to  prove  the  British  origin  of 
these  African  articles,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  form 
in  which  they  came  before  us. 

Mr.  B.  said,  upon  these  expositions  of  facts  and 
reasons,  he  trusted  that  no  further  opposition  would 
be  made  to  the  call  which  be  bad  submitted.  He 
had  a  right  to  the  information:  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people  bad  a  right  to  it.  A  treaty  concerns 
the  public,  and  the  negotiators  have  no  right  to 
make  chimney-comer  work  of  it^ — to  convert  it 
in'o  a  private  affair — give  and  fake  what  they 
please ;  and  keep  no  lecord— make  no  report^ — in- 
form the  country  nothing  about  it.  This  is  the 
fifst  lime  negotiations  have  been  so  conducted  in 
our  country :  let  it  be  the  last!  Let  the  rebuke  be 
now  administered  which  will  prevent  the  repetition 
of  such  reprehensible  conduct  in  future.  Our  ne- 
gotiator seems  to  have  acted  without  instructions 
from  the  President:  the  correspondence  shows  it, 
and  he  so  declared  it  at  Boston.  He  seems  also 
to  heve  made  no  minutes  of  hi5>  proceedings.  And 
now,  if  he  is  to  make  no  report  to  us,  (a  part  of  the 
treaty*making  power,)  there  is  an  end  to  accounta- 
bility and  responsibility  on  the  great  point  of  our 
aegoiiatioiis  with  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolution;  but,  as  it  was  evident  it  would 
take  up  a  considerable  portion  qf  time,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  postponed.  He  would  ^uggest  to  the 
Senator  frooi  Virginia  [Mr.  Archer]  the  propriety 
of  letting  it  lie  over  till  to  monow. 

Mr.  ARCHER  assenting,  the  resolution  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

THE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRI. 

ATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  oomv 
Bittee  oX  the  whole. 

Mr.  BVANS  suted  that  the  committee  had  not 
pioposedany  amendments  to  thb  biil,  although  there 
was  no  appropriation  in  it  for  the  coast  jurvey. 
It  was,  however,  only  for.appropriatioas  of  the  cur- 
rent half  year;  and  wheif  the  general  appropriation 
bill  for  the  fiscal  year  came  up,  any  omissions 
could  be  supplied. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that,  though  the  ap- 
propriations in  this  bill  were  not  higher  than  the 
cstiaatcsy  yet  there  were  two  classes  of  appropria- 
tions in  it,  which  looked  to  expenditures  that  ought 
to  be  rediiced.  The  estimates  themselves  were  too 
hi|h,  and  would  lead  to  expenses  larger  than  were 
proper  i»  the  present  state  of  the  ceuniiy.  They 
were  iboee  connected  with  our  judiciary  and  the 
dmlomaiic  relations.  But,  as  this  would  be  correct- 
ed in  the  next  bill,  (and  it  was  very  desirous  to 
haia  this  one  pass  speedily,)  he  would  make  no 
m0m  to  amend,  but  merely  state  this  fact  in  or- 
der Ift  foreclose  any  inference  that  doable  the 
amoun  of  thoae  two  classes  of  appropriations  in 


this  bill  was  not  tbongbt  tco  high  fur  the  whole 
year. 

There  being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it 
was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ASSUMPTION  OP  STATE  DEBTS. 

Th^  PRESIDENT  pre  lem  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
covering  the  following  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  State* 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Stats, 

WaaliiDgioii,Dec.23,  1842. 
TV)  the  Preeident: 

Ttie  Secrttanr  of  State— 4o  whom  tlie  Pmident  baa  referred 
the  reaolutioD  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  inttant,  in  the  followiDS 
word*:  'That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee  lie  request ed 
to  loform  the  Senate  whether  the  tato  special  minister  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  any  proposition,  infor 
iTially  or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  the  Uoited 
States,  for  the  assumption  or  goarahty  of  the  State  debts  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders  of  said  debts"— 
has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  President,  that  the  late  special 
minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Uoited  States  made  no  prop- 
osition, informal  or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Sutes,  for  the  assaroption  or  guaranty  of  the  State 
delMs  bT  the  GoTeinment  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders  of 
said  debts. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  and  by  unani- 
mous con&ent,  the  communication  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tbeSrn- 
ate  the  following  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

Tb  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  the  reaolution  of  the  22d  inst,  requesthig 
me  to  inform  the  Seoateof  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  **infor' 
mal  communications"  which  took  place  bet  weenthe  American 
Secreuty  of  Sute  and  the  Britistf  special  minister,  during  ihe 
late  neff<>tiation  in  Washington  ci»r,  on  the  Subject  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of 
the  Roclty  Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  the  Senate  what 
wore  the  reasons  which  prevented  "any  agreement  on  the 
subject  at  present,"  and  which  made  it  'inexpedient  to  include 
thatsolQect  amoog  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

In  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 

§  resent  session,  in  adverting  to  the  territoiy  of  the  United 
tates  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  north  of  the  42d  deg.  of  north  lati- 
tude, a  part  of  which  is  claimed  bv  Great  Britain,  I  recom* 
mended  that,  *4n  advance  of  the  claims  of  individual  rights  to 
these  lands,  sound  policy  dictates  that  every  effort  should  be 
resorted  to  Dv  the  two  Governments  to  seule  their  respective 
claims;"  and  also  stated  that  Ishoold  not  delay  to  urge  on  Great 
Britain  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement.  Measures  have 
been  alreadv  taken,  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  thus  express- 
ed: and,  unoer  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  deem  it  consistent 
with  the  public  interest  to  make  any  communication  on  the 
siibfect.  JOHN  TYLER. 

WAsmKOTON,  Dec  23, 1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  and  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  commanication  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.  # 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  (there  being  no 
farther  business  before  the  Senate,)  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  basiness; 
and,  having  spent  a  short  time  therein,  adjonrned 
tiU  Tuesday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fridat,  December  33, 1843. 

PRIVATE  BILL  DAY. 

.  This  day  and  to-morrow  were,  some  days  since, 
,  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  private  calendar;  and  it  was  also  agreed  to 
meet  two  bouts  eatlier  ihan  usual  on  those  two 
da^. 

The  SPEAKER  accordingly  called  the  Hmse 
to  order  this  morning  at  10  o*clock;  and  at  the  de- 
votional exercises  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tustov,  one  of 
the  congressional  chaplains,  there  were  not  more 
than  30  members  in  attendance. 

The  Clerk  commenoed  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday;  but 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  there  was  important  matter 
in  the  journal,  which  it  wonid  be  better  not  to  ap- 
prove without  a  quorum  at  least.  He  therefore 
suggested  a  postponement  of  the  reading  rf  the 
jonmal. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  a  call  of  tfie  House, 
as  he  wished  to  see  what  gentlemen  were  absent 
.from  the  House  when  btuinesS  required  their  at- 
tendance. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  an  adjournment  (al- 


though he  should  vote  against  it  himself,)  and  on 
this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayp;  which  wera 
ordered.  This  motion  had  the  double  effect  of  re* 
cording  the  names  ^f  gentlemen  present,  and  of 
giving  time  for  others  to  arrive. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  (dnrinir 
which  the  members  in  attendance  increased,)  the 
motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived*-ycas  5,  navs  51* 

Mr.  CO  WEN  moved  that  the  call  of  the  Hoosa 
be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  negatived.  ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
call  of  the  House;  on  which  the  vote  was.— 54  ia 
the  affirmative,  and  40  in  the  negative;  being  still 
less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  he  wished  to  see  th^diffar« 
cnce  between  profession  and  practice;  and,  there* 
f«*re,  he  called  upon  the  Clerk  to  state  what  aom« 
ber  of  genilemen  voted  to  change  the  boor  o£ 
meeting  from  13  to  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  the  vote  was  Uk<n  by  tel- 
lers,  and,  therefore,  the  names  of  the  gantlemea 
who  voted  in  the  majority  could  not  be  given. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  that  the  committees 
be  called  for  reports. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  qo  business  conkl 
be  entertained  until  a  quorum  wan  in  attendance. 

A^ier  some  irregular  conversation  between  sev* 
eral  members 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  and  othfr«  called  for  theyeaa 
and  nayp;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fol« 
lows:  Yeas  7,  nays  109. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was,  therefore,  negatived* 

It  being  now  ascertained  that  a  quorum  was  in 
atiendance,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and 
approved. 

The  SPEAKER  then  raid  the  business  in  order 
was  the  bills  on  the  private  calendar;  and,  first,  those 
bills  would  be  taken  which  were  ready  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  a  third  time^ 
and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Martha,  of  Bastport,  Maine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Cod-hook,  of  Blnehill,  Maine. 

A  bill  to  refund  to  Charles  Holt  a' fine  Imposed 
on  him  under  the  sedition  law. 

A  bt!l  for  the  relief  of  George  Hammell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Iraac  Plammer. 

A  Mi  for  the  relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harriaoiu 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Javins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hamblefon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eidridge  and  others: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Joanna,  of  Ellswortb»  Maine* 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Allen. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lloyd  J.  Bryan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Tetten. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Crawford. 

A  bill  granting  to  Captain  James  Lowe  one 
thousand  dollars  and  a  section  of  land, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leah  Tenare,  widow  of 
Michael  Tenure. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ruth  Mathiot. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carter  B.  Chandler. 

A  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Henry  Freeman. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sarah  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Byrd. 

A  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Alice  Usher. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eve  Vandenburgh. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Dameron«  widow 
of  Christopher  Tompkins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Marsh. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonnell. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Nancy  Hambright. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tirxah  Hunt. 

A  bill  for  the  payment  oi  seven  conptnies  of 
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Geoi^ia  militia  for  services  rendered  ip  (he  jears 
1840  and  1841. 

A  bill  for  ihc  relief  of  David  W.  Haley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allen  Rogers. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Sanders. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  M&rtba,  (J.  Nickerson.) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner 
Three  Brothers,  (George  Dyer  ani  others.) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gorham  A.  Worth,  one 
of  ihe  sureties  of  Samuel  Edmonds,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gale. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Norris. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Teakle  Savage,  adminis- 
trator  of  Bolitba  Laws. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gordon,  of  Bel- 
fast, owner  of  the  schooner  Two  Sons,  and  the  le- 
^1  representatives  of  the  crew  of  said  ▼es'sel. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orin-Prentiss,  of  Stoning* 
ton,  Connecticut,  owner  of  the  schooner  Lily,  and 
the  crew  of  raid  vessel. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Champlin  and 
others,  owners  of  the  schooner  Buffalo. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Holmes  and 
others,  owner  and  legal  representatives  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  Industry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  Bartlett,  late  con- 
Bttl  of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  in  Peru. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  John 
Jackson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Robert  T.  Speoce. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Ltonberger. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Newcomb* 

A  bill  for  tha  relief  of  Sylvia  Underwood,  mother 
of  Lieutenant  Underwood,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mount. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Brumi 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Lay  ton's  children. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Elder. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Captain 
William  Royall,  deceased,  (Mrs.  Ann  ) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Prudence  Conch. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  M.  Brooks. 

A  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Asa  Davis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Akinsgn. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Neely. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Wiley. 

A  bill  fojL  the  relief  of  John  Hicks. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Waddell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Lord. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caspidr  W.  Wcrer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rush. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Drysdale. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elista  Moreland,  William 
M.  Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and  Mason  E. 
Lewis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  D.  Rose  et  al. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bsrent  Stryker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wharry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  McGee  and  Susan 
Pierce,  heirs  at  law  of  Gtorge  Neilson. 

A  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  •*An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Davlin." 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Billings,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Lurana. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crew  of  the  armed  brig  Warrior,  or  their  legal 
representatives. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Drew. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tboroa!^  Copeland. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Parker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  P.  Pollen  and 
Robert  Colgate. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  I^aac  and  Thomas  J. 
Window. 

A  bill  for  the  reli  f  of  Burr  and  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  H.  Everett 

A  bill  allowing  a  pendon  to  George  Rouse. 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hillsman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Augur. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wilmot  Marsden. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Vanhorn* 
y  A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Josiah  Westlake. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dexter  Hungerford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Hover  and  Abel- 
ard  Guthrie. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peters,  Moore,  A  Co. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Cbokt,  jr;,  Robt. 
Anderson,  and  George  Southall. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Witherell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindexter 
of  Kentucky. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Leibert 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Sullivan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  Treslow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snow  T.  Sears. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gerard  Ford. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robt.  Ful- 
ton; which  was  agreed  to:  but  it  was  not  read  a 
third  time,  objections  being  made. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passedi 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Watson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Emmerson. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  refund  to  David  Watkinson  A  Co.  a  part  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  a  certain  quantity  of  tin  and  iron 
imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  enrolment  or  register  of 
the  brig  New  Granada. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.WASHINGTON  reported  a 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  i>f  Major  General  Baron 
De  K^lb;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to«morrow. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
private  bills  on  the  calendar  which  were  ready  to 
be  committed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Casbt  took 
the  chair. 

The  committee  then  acted  on  the  following  bills, 
which  were  severally  laid  aside  to  be  reported: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  B.  Hall. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Gk>odwin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McColgsn. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  E.  Hustin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  (General  Alexander  Macomb  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Terry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Penhallow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  master  and 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abner  Lowell  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  William. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow 
of  Jacob  Williams,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Ellerv* 

The'bUI  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  F.  W.  Smith. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Francis  Pellicer,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson  and 
James  Carter. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ellery,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Sevo  and  Ida,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Rasselband 
orhers,  owner,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Bradstreet  and 
AmosTappsn. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Knott  Martin  and  Ar- 
nold Maxttn  the  third,  owners  of  the  fishing  schoon- 
er Only  Son,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker  and 


oiher.^,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  called  (he 
Uuioo,  of  Dennis,  Massaohnsetts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^  representa- 
tives of  Henry  Hofifman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle,  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Kerving. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshoa  Snowies,  jr, 
and  owners  and  the  crew  of  the  fishing  acfaooaer 
Garnett. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Lomnx. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  lepreaentativet 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  EUzabeth  WhiCenan ; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  I^gal  rep- 
resentatives of  Major  General  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COWEN,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  Honse;  when,  the 
following,  after  having  been  ordered  to  be  engroaa- 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  B.  HalL 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Gk>odwin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McColgan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Major  General  Alexander  Bdaeomb, 
deceased,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Horton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentativct 
of  Francis  Pillecer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault, 
r   The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Terry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Penhallow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbnry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isasc  Green. 

The  bill  for  the  relict  of  S.  Morris  Wain. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow 
of  Jacob  Williams,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Ellery. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
ofLientenant  F.  W.  Smith,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson  and 
James  Carter. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentntives 
of  Henry  Hoffman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle,  of  the 
dty  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Kerving. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  ind  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  William  Lomax. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Whiteman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Major  Gkneral  the  Baron  deKalb. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  reeonsidem- 
tion  ordered  of  the  bill  remitting  the  duties  on  the 
organ  Imported  by  the  Episcopal  church  of  Chariea- 
ton.  South  Carolina,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  H.,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tlie 
vote  on  bill  No.  571,  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M. 
Asbury,  purporting  to  come  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  the 
House  was  proceeding  with  too  little  caution.  Ac- 
cording to  bis  recoUectiqn,  there  had  been  two  or 
three  reports  against  this  claim,  and  none  in  favor 
of  it.  When  a  committee  had  reported  favorably, 
he  wonld  not  interfere.  The  motion  to  reeonaider 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  moved  that 
when  the  House  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  over 
to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion.  i 

Mr.  THOMPSON  modified  bis  motion  by  sub- 
stituting Monday  for  Tuesday. 

Then,  veas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  when 

Ur.  THOMPSON  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  renewed  the  ori- 
ginal motion  of  Mr.  T.  to  adjourn  over  to  Tuet- 
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day,  tnd  called  for  the  yeas  and  Days ;  which,  be« 
racordered,  resulted  in  yeas  80>  nays  80. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  mo- 
tion was  cArried. 

'  Hie  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Mcintosh  was 
taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  TURNBY  moved  its  recommittal  to  a 
leket  committee  for  investigation. 

Mr.  LEVY  hoped  it  woold  not  be  recommitted. 

Mr.W.  B.  CAMPBELL  advocated  its  recommit- 
al 

Mr.  LEVY  went  into  some  lengthy  statements 
in  defence  of  the  claim,  and  in  opposition  to  ,the 
notion  to  commit.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.W. 
B.  CAMPBELL,  Mr.  TURNEY,  Mr.  M.  A. 
COOPEB,  and  Mr.  COWEN;  when  the  bill  was 
recommitied  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGIRSOLL  submitted  a  resolution 
(whieh  had  been  before  repeatedly  offered  on 
receding  days)  to  pay  the  pages,  officers  of  the 
Honse,  Ac.,  extra  remoneration  for  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  BLACK  and  othaaMhJected,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  not  received.  v!r; 

EXECUTIVE  COflJtMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER  la^d  before  the  Honse  a  com- 
■ranication  fiom  the  Treasury  Dtpartment,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  the  lith 
March,  1843,  transmitting  a  statement  relative  to 
ihe  judicial  ejtptnses  of  the  Government,  and  the 
laws  and  usages  under  whish  the  same  are  incur- 
red; alao,  the  projet  of  a  bill  to  fix,  ascertain,  and 
regulate  the  fees  allowed  to  clerks,  attorneys,  mar- 
shals, witnesses,  and  jurors  in  the  United  States 
eovna:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARREN,  the  documents 
and  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  W.  Fuller 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

B€r.  CROSS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  by 
which  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  is  to  be 
dismounted  on  the  first  of  March  next. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr  JACOB  THOMPSON  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

lUMolved^  That  Uie  Committoe  on  the  Public  Lands  1m  in* 
■trocied  to  inqaice  into  the  expediency  of  reDorUog  a  bill  to 
this  House  quieting  the  titles  to  certain  lanas  sold  at  Choc* 
chttoma  and  Columboa,  Mississippi ;  which,  after  the  definitive 
CAatUishnient  of  tlie  t)ouadaiy  line  l>etween  the  Chiclcasaw 
and  Clioctaw  cessions,  are  found  to  be  wiitiin  the  former  cee- 
sioo. 

JESSE  HOYT»S  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  B04RDMAN  offered  the  following  resolu* 

tioD,  which  was  adopted : 

Rtaolvtdf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasure  be  directed 
to  conunanicate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  of 


Hoyt,  htte  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York: ;  and  also 
what  means,  if  sny,  have  been  adopted  for  the  recovery  of 
the  same,  together  with  the  names  of  the  sureties  of  said  Hoy  t. 

LIGHT-HOUSES. 

Bir.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  (after  a  brief  interval  of  objection) 
was  adopted : 

Reaotttd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  \m  requested 
to  inform  the  House  whether  any  agent  or  agents  (other  than 
the  r^olar  and  usual  inspectors)  have  been  employed  during 
ibe  pMt  year  in  the  examination  and  inspeaion  of  the  Light. 
houses;  and  if  so,  the  names  of  such  agents,  the  instructiuns 
giveut  the  persons  employed  under  them,  the  whole  ezpendi' 
tare  of  such  examinauon  and  inspection,  the  numl>er  of  light. 
ho  Of  inspected,  the  time  employed  in  such  inspection^  the  re* 
port  or  reports  of  such  agent  or  agents,  the  amount  w  money 
p^  fbr  ttie  same,  and  the  fund  from  which  payment  has  been 


At  this  stage  of  the  proceeiings,  a  motion  to 
adjourn  was  made  by  Mr  BOWNE;  bnt  tras,  a^ter 
some  conversational  debate,  withdrawn. 

COLLECTIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES  AT 

NEW  YORK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Retolvtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  iliis 
llotise  the  number,  classes,  and  compensation  of  persons,  re* 
speetlTAly,  io  the  enoployment  of  the  Government  in  the  port  of 
New  York  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1828»  and  also  on  the  lat 
day  of  January,  1S42;  and  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  in 
that  port  for  the  two  years  immediately  pwcedmg  these  dates. 

PRIVATE  CLAIM  IN  KENTUCKY. 
Bfr.  W.  O.  BUTLER  offered  the  following  res< 
olvlkw;  which  was  adopted: 


Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfRce  and  Post 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expeitency  of  releasing  D.  dc  V.  K. 
Rich,  securities  of  J.  F.  Mopro,  deceased,  late  postmaster  at 
Gaines  Crosa-Roads,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  from  the  pay- 
ment of  a  judgment  by  the  district  court  of  the.Ur.iied  Siates 
for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  for  the  sum  of  f  106  63;  and  that 
all  the  papers  on  file  in  the  Post  Office  Department  rclaing  'o 
said  claim  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

STOCKBRIDGB  INDIANS. 

Mr.  W.  A.  9ARRIS  said  he  would  ask  the  fa* 
yor  of  the  Honse  to  take  np  a  liU  reported  hy  him 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Stoekbridge  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  objected  to  its  further  considera- 
tion. 

After  some  conTcrsation, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  he  wonld  withdraw  the 
objection. 

Mr.  HARRIS  explained  the  design  of  the  bill. 
It  was  precisely  analagons  to  a  bill  which  had 
been  hitherto  passed  in  relation  to  another  tribe, 
and  which  had  been  found  most  salutary  in  its 
operation.  This  tribe  of  Indians  was  not  only 
civilized,  but  in  a  great  measure  christianized;  and 
their  ardent  desire  was  to  be  made  citizens  of  the 
republic.  There  was,  moreover,  nothing  of  a  specn- 
lating  character  about  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  BBIGGS  still  pers'istiog  in  his  objection,  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  that  this  bill  proposed 
specially  to  naturalize  the  Stoekbridge  tribe  of  In- 
dians. Now,  he  wonld  remind  the  gentleman  from 
▼irgiaia  [Mr.  Harris]  that  the  Consiituton  of 
the  United  States  only  gatre  Congre  s  the  power  to 
pass  tiftt/orm  laws  of  naturalization.  (Many  voices: 
"That  refers  to  foreigners.")  Then,  why  pass  the 
bill  at  all?  Is  not  the  Indian  a  natire  American? 
[Laughter.]  He  wants  no  act  of  naturalization. 
[Laughter.]         x 

Mr.  HARRIS  ^aid  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Roosetelt]  had  conceived, 
and  given  to  the  House  the  worst  kind  of  a  Vir* 
ginia  abstraction  he  had  ever  heard.    [Laughter  ] 

Tae  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  engross- 
ment ot  the  bill,  and  carried;  and,  by  general  con- 
sent, it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JEU  D»ESPRIT. 

Mr.  SNTDBR  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution,  the  reading  of  which  was  re- 
ceived with  much  manifestation  of  merriment: 

Wliereas  Nature,  in  the  plenitude  of  iier  wisdom,  and  iMunii* 
fal  t>M{uest  to  tlie  people  of  tliese  United  States,  has  decreed,  bj 
its  stupendous  grandeur  and  beneficial  results,  some  of  her 
creat  works  should  remain  unaltered,  as  emblems  of  her  wis* 
oom  and  design.  In  her  beneficence,  she  has  intersperKd  errry 
■oi^on  of  our  land  with  great  navigable  rivers,  lakes,  and 
tributary  streams,  purposely  for  the  enjoyment  and 
comfort  of  man:  instance  tlie  matchless  valley  of  the  great 
Mississippi.  Would  it  no\  be  valueless,  and  perfect  waste, 
without  that  noble  river  of  its  name? — the  Western  States  use. 
less  for  agricultural  purposes,  without  their  naviffabie  lakesl 
And  what  would  Ponnsylvauia  be,  without  her  foaming  (Susque- 
hanna? Her  iron,  coal,  limber,  and  salt,  would  be  a  dead  waste 
en  her  t>orders;  her  ferUle  soil,  uncultivated, would  now  t>e  used, 
as  of  yore  by  the  aborigines — for  a  huoting-ground.  Mav  the 
opinion  l>e  here  hazarded,  that  all  these  large  rivers  and  lakes 
are  ttie  oonunon  property  of  the  Government,  free  for  all  citi. 
sens  to  navigate,  trade  upon,  or  travel,  as  a  common  highwajr; 
and  that  no  tiiate,  for  State  or  company  purposes,  has  the  right 
to  obstruct  the  free  passage  thereof  1— even  lUe  occupant  of  its 
banks  having  no  more  right  to  the  exclusive  navigation  or  the 
use  of  the  water,  than  the  Louisianian,  one  thousand 
miles  off;  hut  must  remain  as  nature's  grand  highway,  and 
the  General  Government  is  liound  to  maintain  it  as  such. 
Pennsylvania  lived  prosperousiT,  enjoyed  all  the  blessings  of 
a  kind  Providence,  until  about  eighteen  years  since,  when  the 
internal  impiovement  of  the  State  was  commenced.  Since 
then,  byactof  Assemblv,  eight  or  ten  dams  have  been  author, 
iaed  to  be  constructed  acr<  ss  that  great  highway  of  nature, 
the  Susquehanna  river,  which  has  destroyed  the  ascending 
navigation  for  boats,  and  totally  pr<- vents  the  ascension  of 
shad.  Shad  were  caught  In  the  northward  country,  and  sold 
for  from  six  to  ten  dollars  a  hundred:  now,  not  one  is  to  l>e 
seen.  The  loss  of  all  kinds  of  fish  i^  constquent  upon 
those  dama— a  very  serious  injury  to  the  people  of  that  river, 
which  is  tliree  hundred  miles  long.  Tlie  shad  are  a  loss  to  the  com* 
munitT  at  large,  as  countless  millions  heretofore  were  batched 
in  its  fresh-water  streams.  The  health  ofthe  country  is  injured, 
the  right  of  property  taken  from  the  ciiixen  without  his  consent, 
for  internal  improvement  purposes;  and  Nature's  public  high* 
way  to  market  (Philadelphia)  by  keel*bottom  Ixmus  in  the  head 
of  the  river,  is  now  destroyed,  by  reason  of  dams;  and  the  im* 
mense  trade  ofthe  Valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  a  portion 
(h)m  the  State  of  New  York,  is  forced  into  State  and  company 
caaals.    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  Instructed 
to  inquire  into  ttie  constitutional  right  of  Pennsylvania  to  author* 
1x6  the  building  of  dams  acroas  the  Sosquehaona^to  the  injury 
of  the  natural  rights  of  the  great  hody  politic,  and  report  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  reception  ofthe 
resolution. 


A  suspf  nsion  of  the  rules  was  moved;  bnt  the 
House  refused  to  suspend. 

BREAKWATER  AT  BLOCK  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  offered  the  following  rea- 
olntion,  which  was  adopted: 

Reaofved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  faxralre  Into 
the  expediency  of  providing  a  shelter  for  vessels  at  Block  b- 


land,  either  by  constructing  a  breakwater  or  openinx  a  harlxn^ 
and  also  ax  to  the  best  means  of  eflbcting  the  object  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  bill  No.  313,  and  the  same  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
more  that,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  House  go  into; 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  claims  relating  to 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800- 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reported  the 
general  appropriation  bill  as  correctly  enrolled, 
and  the  Speaker  signed  the  same.  Immediately 
af^er  which>  ^ 

The  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  McKEON  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
surance companies  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CROSS,  under  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  House,  referred  to  the  approprfate  committees 
the  following  cases,  to  wi':  The  petition  of  R.  B. 
Hyde  for  a  pension;  the  petition  of  ihe  widow  and 
heirs  o^  Edward  Duvall,  and  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Mutphy,  praying  indemnities  for  losses 
susiained  in  conseqtKuce  of  Indian  depredations* 

IN  SENATE. 
TuBSDAT,  December  37, 1843. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  Ralph 
Y.  M.  Cross,  and  344  othns,  citizens  of  (he  town 
of  St.  Charles  and  its  vicinity;  a  petition  from, 
citizens  of  Grand  Detour  and  its  vicinity; 
and  a  petition  from  Levi  Ballo^i  and  55  others^ 
citizens  of  Babcock's  Grove,  Dupage  county,  Il- 
linois, praying  the  esiabli&hment  of  a  tri-weekly 
four-horse  post-coach  mail-route  from  Chicago,  by 
the  Steam  Mill  settlement  on  the  Des  Plains  river, 
Babcock*s  Grove,  in  Dupage  county,  Su  Chailee, 
in  Kane  county.  Sycamore,  in  De  Kalb  county^ 
Broaddy  *s  Grove,  and  Jefferson  Grove,  to  Grand  De- 
toar,  in  said  State;  which,  with  the  accompanying 
dies  ram,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roadf(. 

Also,  presented  a  letter  and  memorial  from 
Uriah  Brown,  of  Schuyler  couniy,  Illinois,  praying 
an  investigation  by  Congresn  of  hi«  right  to  the 
di 'CO very  of  the  plan  by  whieh  shipft  of  war  may 
be  blown  up,  by  means  of  a  current  of  galvanie 
electriciiy,  to  be  discharged  through  submerged 
magazine's  of  gunpowder;  which,  on  his  motion* 
was  rr >rred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit: 

A  bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal; 

A  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  work  on  the  Cumberland  road  in 
the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 

A  Mil  appropriating  the  rents  of  the  United 
Siates  lead  mines  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  T«r« 
ritories  of  Wiskonrin  and  Iowa,  for  the  imnrove- 
ment  of  the  navigation  at  the  Rock  river  and  Dei 
Moines  rapids,  io  the  Mississippi  river; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
(he  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

And  a  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  continuation  of  the  public  workF,  and  rebuild- 
ing the  light- house,  at  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  in 
the  Stale  of  Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Y.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  On  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  sales  of  the  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  Ed- 
ward Worrell,  M.  D  ,  aUk^giog  that  he  was  unjustly 
selected  as  one  of  those  who  were  to  be  disbanded 
from  the  aervice  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
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late  ]aw  for  (he  dibbandmeot  of  a  porUoa  of  the 
army,  ^d  ^k\n$  an  iovestJMtion  into  the  fipatter: 
r^rre4  to  U^e  CoiLtnittee  on  Miiita^  Aiairsl 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a|mmional  firoai 
%  num^r  of  citiseos  of  PeoDsyWaikia,  9«4ciiig  tbat 
tile  fist  imposed  on  (General  Jveksoiiy  by  Jadg6 
Half/ might  be  refunded.  The  me moriafists  utge 
that  Congress  ought,  unanimously,  as  if  by  acela- 
matioii,  and  wiibout  unnecessary  delay,  to  restore 
to  ibat  great  man,  before  be  takes  his  departure 
iVom  this  to  a  better  world,  the  fine  so  unjustly 
imposed  on  him  :  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  frops  a  number 
of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  that  tbe 
greatest  want  of  the  country  was  the  waut  of  a 
proper  currency,  and  proposiiig  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  stock  or  certificates 
of  loan  to  the  States  to  the  amount  of  2,000^000,000 
of  dollars,  founded  upon  thp  public  domain,  as  af- 
fording a  proper  basis  for  a  sound  currency:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finfnoe. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
cittjBens  of  tbe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
aUef  ing  that  they  were  from  tbe  first  opposed  to  tbe 
passage  of  tbe  bankrupt  law,  because  it  interfered 
with  pre-existing  contracts;  hot  that  now,  belier* 
ji^  that  the  mischiefs  of  the  law  were  at  an  end, 
afld  that  the  law  would  be  very  useful  in  its  pros- 
I^eetive  operati^ins,  pray  ibat  it  ntay  be  coiitinutd: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary." 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  six  ^nemorials, 
numerously  signed,  from  the  city  of  New  York; 
also  from  Syracuse,  Rochester,  and  Penn  Yan, 
in  the  Suie  of  New  York;  and  one  from  Philadel- 

Shit;  all  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
ankrupt  law.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  no  doubt,  if 
thne  were  given,  that  memorials  of  a  similar  char- 
acter would  be  poured  in  upon  the  Senate  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  He  had  received  letters  from 
many  of  tbe  States,  giving  the  decided  opinion  tbat 
a  great  portion  of  the  community  everywhere  were 
in  fkvor  of  the  law,  and  exprevsing  the  earnest 
hope  tbat  it  would  not  be  repealed.  These  writers 
anxiously  inquire  as  to  tbe  prospect  of  a  repeal, 
and  the  terms  of  that  repeal,  if  such  a  bill  should 
succ^. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  these  letters  were  so  numerouf?, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  answer  them  individ- 
ually, even  if  he  possessed  tbe  information  they 
desired.  He  would,  therefore,  lake  this  ( ccation  to 
say  that  he  indulged  a  bope  that,  on  mature  reflec- 
tion, a  majority  in  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
pre$>crve  the    law,  with  buch  modifications  and 
amendments  as  i*hould  be  deeqied  necesjiary  to  re- 
move any  objectionable  features  in  it.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  considered  it  a  duty  enjoined  on  Congrrss  by 
tbe  Constitution,  te  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy ;  and  that  to  repeal  this  law  without  an 
effort  to  amend  is  vgould  be  a  dereliction  of  duty 
which  he  would  not  anticipate.    He  would  not  as- 
sume that  a  power  yielded  by  the  States  to  Con- 
gre»v,  f.>r  the  mere  purpose  of  uniformiti/t  was  not 
to  be  ex<^rcised  by  Co'n^res^,  because  it  would  not ; 
nor  by  the  States,  because  they  eaUd  not  exercise 
it.    The  principal  objections  which  were  originally. 
urged  against  the  bill  are  now  obviated.    One  was 
i's  operation  en  past  contracts :  tbat  is  now  re- 
moved ;   another  wa^  that   there  was  not   suf- 
cient  judicial  force  to    execute    the    law.    Ex* 
Derirnce  hav    shown    there    us    no    difficulty  on 
ifiAt  score.    But  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  intend, 
on  Ibis  occasion,  to  go  into  an  argument  on  the 
i>ubj'>ct.     If,   however,  he  sbonid  be  disappoint- 
ed in  his  views  of  the  action  of  Congress,  and 
the  law  should  be  repealed,  he  could  not  persuade 
himfclf  that  a  single  mf^mberof  this  Senate  would 
be  wtlliog  to  cut  ofi*  any  applications  pending  at 
\hp  time  of  tbe  repeal*     He  hoped  the  repeal — if  it 
f*hoold  take  place — Tould  be  prospcctiv*";  and  f^at 
a  prriod  iome  time  hence  would  be  fixed  upon  for 
It  10  lake  effect.     If  there  be  any   distinction  be- 
tween jhose  who  have  been  already  di>cbarge<*, 
and  those  whose  applications  are  now  pending,  ii 
is  in   favor   if  the  Waiter.    They  have  struggled 
elor.g,  and  omitted  to  apply,  in  the  hope  tbat  ih3y 
woqid  t-e  saved  the  necesffHy;  and  now,  to  cut  them 
off,  after  others  have  been  dischairged,"  woula  be 


cruel  in  the  extreme.    He  hoped  and  believed  no 
such  injustice  would  be  done. 

Tbe  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  BBNTON  presented  a  memorial  from  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law.  The 
letter  accompanying  it  says  that  the  memorial  was 
signed  by  forty  firms  of  tbat  city — the  names  of 
twenty  of  whom  be  knew  himself.  Mr.  3  said 
this  petition  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
but  wished  Congress  to  amend,  and  make  it  a 
bankrupt  system.  One  of  the  points  of  objection 
to  the  law  was,  that  it  was  unjust  and  unconstitu- 
tional, becauFe  it  absolved  the  debtor  from  all  bis 
obligations  entered  into  long  before  the  enactment 
of  the  law  was  even  contemplated.  The  letter 
states  that  two-thirds  of  the  merchants  and  nine* 
teen-twentietbs  of  ibe  people  believe  that  the  banks 
which  issue  bills  should  be  included  within  the 
provisions  of  the  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  ft  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  Yoik,  a5king  tbat  the  bankrupt  law 
may  not  be  repealed,  but  assigning  reasons  why  it 
sbonid  be  continued,  with  certain  modifications 
therein  set  forth:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  took  occasion  to  say,  that  so 
far  as  his  information  extended,  there  was  a 
m«re  strong  and  decided  expression  of  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  tbe  continuance  of  tbe  law, 
under  certain  modifications,  than  there  was  for 
its  repeal.  Something  more  than  50,000  persons 
bad  petitioned  upon  the  subject  of  the  law  at  the 
last  session;  of  whom,  less  than  3,000  were  in  fa- 
vor of  its  unconditional  repeal;  40,000  asked  for 
its  continuance;  and  tbe  residue  of  the  50,000 
asked  for  its  suspension,  modification,  and  repeal. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Oregon  Tenitory,  and  that  actual  grants  of  land 
be  made  to  settlers  as  an  inducement  to  settlement: 
laid  on  the  lable,  to  accompany  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  aujd  papers  of  Rufus  and  Charles 
Lane,  asking  for  fishing  bounty,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN,  on.  leave,  ii^rodnced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  B.  Gentry,  William  Monroe,  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  mQiion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Fisher,  a{>king  for 
the  confirmation  of  a  certain  land  claim,  found- 
ed on  a  Spanish  grant,  be  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Thompfon  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  t^  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  pf  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
P.  A.  Kerr,  for  compensation  aiid  for  supplies  fur- 
ni^hf  d  indigent  Indians,  be  taken  from  tbe  files, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs; 
and  also  tbat  the  petiticn  of  Gkorge  Duval,  a 
Cherokee,  for  indemnity  for  losses  sustained,  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  Doctor 
Gumon,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
asking  that  Congress  would  pass  a  law  extending 
the  c£uter  of  that  institution:  referred  to  the  Conn 
miitee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  In<liana  presented  a  dccomeni 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genertil  Land  Office, 
rn  the  scbject  Of  survey?  of  land^;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  LAnds. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  citi^as  of  Southwestern  PeouSyyt- 
vania,  asking  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 
Mr.  8.  said  tbe  law  was  peculiarly  unpopular  ifi 
this  section  of  the  country,  which  might  be  judged 
of  from  the  reading  of  an  extract  fropi  th«  letter 
enclosing  the  petition;  which  said,  that  if  petitioi^s 
were  circulated  there,  ninety-nine  out  of  every' one 


hupdrid  would  readily  sign  for  the  repeal;  tbat 
they  believe  it  was  tbe  worst  law  ever,  passed  by 
Congress;  and  that  it  bad  done  more  to  demoralize 
the  country  than  any  act  ever  passed:  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain inhabiiants  of  Brooklyn,  remoustrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  as  far  as  its  piros- 
pectivt  operations  are  concerned,  and  reeommeDd- 
ing  certain  modifications:  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
northern  district  o^  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  tbe  law  in  any  such  terms  at 
wo)ild  operate  as  a  suspensinuof  it  before  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  repealing  act.  Tbe  memorialists  give 
as  a  reason,  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  court  thereon, 
(many,  if  not  all,  of  the  district  courts)  all  the  appli- 
cants under  tbe  law  are  compelled  to  pay  feet  ia 
advance ;  and,  in  a  majority  of  the  instances,  such 
fees  are  obtaiaed  only  by  the  greatest  sacrifice  on 
tba  part  of  the  petitiQMjgS  <tad  that,  tberafoire,  it 
would  be  manifestly  DO^.t  to  destroy  tbjes^  peti- 
tions, filed  pursuant  iil!llie  law,  and  in  all  respects 
in  conformity  thereto:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Oneida  eooatf , 
New  York,  asking  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  and  a  petition  from  a  number 
of  citizens  of  New  York,  purporting  to  be  mer- 
chants, for  a  full  and  unconditional  repeal  of  tbe 
b8nkrnpt4aw;  which  were  referred  io  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  two  memorials  flroaa 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  against  the  repeal,  bufhi 
favor  of  a  modification  of  the  bankrupt  law;  re- 
fened  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  a  memorial  from 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  signed  by  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  referred  ko  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  ^  a  memorial  from 
John  Kurtz,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the 
charter  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bairitof 
Gerrgetown:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorkl  from 
certain  messengers  and  laborers  in  the  office  of  tbe 
Auditor  of  tbe  Post  Office  Department,  praying  for 
an  increase  of  their  compensation:  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Pmance. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition^  signed  by 
Thomas  White,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  btbe^ 
of  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  pfaying  for  a 
repeal  of  tbe  bankrupt  act:  referred  to  tbe  Jwlia/try 
Commitee. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Commitice  on  Indiim 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  ftenjantitt 
Murphy,  of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain officers  who  served  in  the  surveying  and  ex- 
ploring expedition,  reprcfenting  that  they  bad  re- 
ceived a  certain  amount  of  pay  under  the  authority 
of  an  express  order  in  writing  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  tbat  the  accoai^tjng  c-fficer  of  the 
Government,  in  the  adjustment  of  their  aeeounts. 
had  refused  to  allow  the  amount  thus  paid  them,  antl 
that  their  ordinary  pay  is  now  withheld  juntil  aa 
adjustment  of  their  accounts.  They  pray  Oongrese 
to  paM  a  law  authorizing  the  settlement  of  Ihefr 
accounts  on  the  basis  of  the  agreement  of  the  A»c^ 
retary  of  the  Navy  when  they  entered  the  service: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  A  fairs. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  William 
Smith,  of  Northampton,  Massaebusett»,  praying 
indemnity  for  losses  yustaii^ed  by  French  fpotf^ 
tions  prior  to  1800.  Mh  B.  saif),  to  show  the  in- 
jostice  and  inhumanity  of  withholding  the  indem- 
nity, it  was  only  necessary  to  have  the  n^emorkl 
read,  (which  was  done,)  showing  that  the  peti^ion]^ 
i«  BOW  an  Inmate  of  the  poor-hoQ$e:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Bayard,  on  leave,  introdojc^  a  bill  pn- 
tiiled  *'An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  *Ao  aft  to 
reorganize  the  Navy  Pepf/tiUjent  of  ^e  tJnaliid 
States,*  passed  the  30th  August,  194^^"  ftiyi 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  schools 
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of  Uimfioii  In  (6e  niTaT  service  of  (beUoited 
SUiei; 

Whidi  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Comnittee  oo  Naval  AfTaira. 

Oo  moiion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 

rted  to  withdraw  from  the  fl'es  or  the  Senate 
petition  and  docoraeDts  of  William  M^rrdnh, 
tbe  heir  of  William  Meredith,  for  CDrnpeDeation 
for  revolationmry  senriees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  leave  wa^^  «raoied 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  pel  ii  ion 
of  John  8arke. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodielary,  reported  back,  without  ameodmeat,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  persona  residiDg  wiihio  ihe  r^ 
poted  limita  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  aod  L  aisia- 
na,  and  beyond  the  bonndary  lice  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  establish- 
ed  by  the  eommissionera  appointed  to  a^rtain  the 
same. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  resolotioo,  which 
WIS  read  as  follows: 

RttoiPtd,  TliatUwCoroinitleA  on  Commarca  hiquire  Into 
tbt  mMU  of  our  toonaffe,  frelchts,  and  eoramerce  with  foreign 
poweit;  and  report  whether  it  iaproperoua  un^arthe  existing 
anangainaaca,  by  tieatiaa  or  lawa  in  relation  thrreto;  and,  alao, 
vtMbar  tiM  reguLatfona  bv  other  OoTemmenta  are  equally  in 
conformity  to  thie  spirit  of  theae  arrangementa;  and  if  either  be 
necsa,  wtiat  meaaaraa  are  proper  to  insinre  greater  proaperity 
■ad  reciprocity. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  rery  important  inquiry 
which  ixmeemed  the  whole  country,  hot  especially 
the  Northern  portion  of  the  country;  and,  there- 
Ibra^  ht  hoped  it  would  be  passed  at  oace.  The 
^awtieii  was  pat,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBURT  then  submitted  the  following 
naelacioB,  whioh  lies  one  day,  under  the  rale,  vis: 

Rtaohed,  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treaanry  be  directed 
to  fvroiali  the  Beoate  with  ttie  followinf  infbmiauon: 

U  Theamoontof  reTenue  received  frnm  cuatoms  daring  the 
ddid  qaarttt  of  the  year  1812,  on  imports  made  in  that  quar* 
lar. 

fL  Am  aoon  as  Uie  retoma  are  obtaioed,  the  amount  receired 
in  the  4(h  quarter  of  the  same  year,  from  the  imports  made  in 
tftat  qoarter,  and  the  aggregate  of  thoae  imports. 

S.  Tlia  afgregata  ofapproprlacioDa  outstanding  and  unez* 
psndad  at  the  cloae  of  the  y eara^  reapectlTely,  of  1 8^  1841,  aod, 
wb«n  thiayaar  expires,  at  the  end  of  1842;  and 

4.  TlM  qtiantity  of  land  which  was  adTcrtised  for  public 
■ie  tloa  4th  Bfarcb,  1841,  to  tha  cloae  of  one  year  from  that 
data;  aod  the  quantity  advertiaed  daring  the  year  previouB  to 
that  dale. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  CommiHee  on  the  Jn- 
dieiaryy  reported  back,  with  ameadmeuts,  (which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,)  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Hj^ary  Gardner  and  others,  directors  of  an  in- 
stitution called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company. 

A  oiatiott  wa$  here  made  by  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, to  take  up  the  motion  Qf  Mr.  Wmght,  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Fioance  the  memorial  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  York  on  the 
tabjeet  of  the  warehousiBK  system. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  he  preferred  that 
thssabjeet  be  passed  over  nntil  to-morr?w  mom- 
iaf,  before  which  time  Senators  will  ha?e  read 
the  Biemorial,  (now  printed,)  and  be  prepared  to 
▼ote  aaderstaodiagly  as  to  which  committee  it 
thonid  be  referred — the  Committee  on  Finance,  as 
proposed  by  him;  or  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mi^. 
HtmnaGTOM.] 

The  qae stion  was  pat,  and  the  Senate  refused  to 
take  np  the  motion. 

THE  AFRICAN  SaUADRON. 

The  following  resolation,  submitted  by  Mr.  Btir« 
TON  sooM  days  ago,  was  taken  np  for  consldera- 
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Aesofred^  That  the  President  be  reqaeated  to  inform  the  Sen- 
•la;  (if  compattela  with  tha  public  intarfeat,)  whether  the  qain* 
ia|4e  treaty*  for  tlia  suppreeaion  of  the  alave-trade,  Itaa 
bean  communicated  to  the  Government  6f  the  United  States 
In  any  form  Whaterer;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  for  what  pur- 
posa;  and  whpat  aoawer  may  have  been  returned  to  such 
eopuaQDkatkm.  Also,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the 
iftnffmaiion  which  may  have  been  received  by  the  Govern 
mlMl  of  ttelTnKad  States,  foinr  to  show  (hat  the  '^tourse  which 
tki^Omwmmtnt  might  iak»  in  relation  to  said  treafp  fuu 
Vidtednowmall  degree  of  attention  and  diteuotion  in  Ew 
npe.**  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  hnw  far  the  "warm  animad- 
TMratf,"  aiMl  "the  great  political  excitement"  which  thfa  irea- 
OF  Ma  earned  In  Borope,  have  any  application  or  reference  to 
ttis  tfoitad  Butea.  Alao,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  damper 
M#  was  that  **f Me /a«M  and  the  obUeationa"  of  the  United 
•aaalo  fetation  to  the  auppresaion  or  the  slaT«>irade  w<»iild 
W*'aiseatadby  otlMrB"if  we  did  not  ^^omove  the  pretest 
oad  moiixo  for  violating  our  fiag  and  executing  our  tawe," 
(f  >)t«riD|lA(0  Che  aUpobtioQa  for  tb«  Afi-ican  sqaadroo,  and  | 


ihA  ft  m'>nirtrat{ng  embassies  which  are  contained  in  the^  and 
Oh  articteAOf  the  lata  Britiah  treaty.  Also,  that  the  Preaident 
be  re<]iieet«-.l  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  aH  the  correspond* 
ence  wiib  our  ministers  abroad,  rotating  to  the  foregoing 
points  of  inquiry.  Also,  thattlie  President  tie  requested  to 
nommunlcate  to  the  Senaia  all  auoh  informatioa  upon  the 
negotiation  of  the  African  squadron  articlea  aa  will  ahow  the 
origin  of  said  articlea,  and  the  history  and  progress  of  their 
fbrmation. 

Mr.  ARCHER  taid,  when  thii  subject  wan  last 
ttoder  consideratinn,  be  bad  expressed  his  willio^- 
ness  that  the  resolaiion  shonid  be  adopted  by  ih^ 
Senate,  with  the  exception  of  a  certain  portion  to- 
wards the  concln^ion.  He  had  thotight  then,  and 
still  continned  to  think,  that  that  portion  of  the 
resdiotion  to  which  he  referred  onght  to  be  strieken 
out — be  meant  that  portion  whkh  called  upon  the 
Preeideot  for  the  grounds  of  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed  in  the  message  which  he  bad  eommnni- 
eaied  to  this  body  ia  Aegnst  last.  In  conse'qnenee, 
howerer,  of  the  remarks  which  fell  trom  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missjonri  onThnrsday,  he 
(Mr.  AacHKa)  was  now  disposed  to  allow  the  reeo- 
lation  to  pass,  withont  the  alteration  which  he  had 
proposed.  Not  that  be  had  changed  h!«  cpinibn  in 
relation  to  its  propriety ;  for  he  was  Mill  of  opin- 
ion  that  the  Senate  ought  not,  on  its  own  account, 
to  lent!  such  a  message  to  the  head  of  aoy  depart- 
ment of  the  Qovernment ;  bnr,  inasmuch  as  he  per- 
ceived that  a  refusal  to  send  the  resolniion  with 
that  part  stricken  out  would  be  attended  with  cir- 
cumstances highly  nafavorable  to  the  Ckveroment, 
he  was  disposed  to  permit  it  to  go  Without  any 
amendment  .wbaterer. 

He  had  been  asked  why  he  had  desired  any 
change  it  the  first  instance.  He  woald  answer, 
that,  as  the  Gto?emmeat  had  no  orgaa  in  thai  body 
by  whom  its  views  eonld  be  made  known,  he  had 
felt  it  inenmbent  upon  him  to  act  as  such  organ. 

Although  he  Still  thbught  it  Teiy  desirable  that 
the  resolution  should  be  modified  in  the  manner  he 
had  suggested,  yet  there  was  a  sort  of  debt  of  jtis- 
tiee  due  to  the  Executive;  andf  the  latter,  b# 
thought,  was  the  more  imperious  of  the  two  con- 
siderations. He  would,  therefore,  be, governed  by 
it.  He  would  waive  bis  objection  to  the  resolu* 
tion,  and  acquiesce  in  its  adoption. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

BOARD  OF  EXGHEaUBR. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  came  up  as  the  special  order 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  (on  whose  motion  this  bin 
had  been  made  the  order  for  to-day)  said,  at  the 
request  of  several  Senators  he  had  been  induced  to 
move  a  further  postponement  of  it.  He  moved  to 
postpone  it  till  Tu^ay  next,  as  the  special  order 
for  ibat  day;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Lihn  some  time 
since,  to  indemnify  General  Jackson  for  the  fine 
imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hail,  at  New  Orleans, 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  doty,  came 
up  on  its  postponement  from  Thursday  last. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  the  bill  would  now  be  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  by  acclamation, 
as  bad  been  urged  in  a  memorial  presented  this 
day  from  Pennsylvania  hy  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  BrcHANAN.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  understood  the  question  of 
reference  was  yet  pending. 

Some  doubt  being  expressed  as  to  the  question 
now  pending,  a  few  conversational  remarks  were 
made  by  several  Senators,  in  explanation,  showing 
that  the  motion  to  postpone,  on  Thursday,  super- 
seded the  motion  to  refer. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  lo  postpone 
had  superseded  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  renewed  bis  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LINN  askfd  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  of  referetce  to  the  CommUtre  rn 
the  Judiciary  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  na\.s, 
and  resulted  in  the  sffirmaiive — yeas  23,  aajs  Id, 
as  follows: 

TEAB^Measrs.  Archer,  Barrov«  Bates,  Bajard,  Clayton, 
Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  B^ana,  Omham,  Henderson,  Hun- 
tington, Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelpa,  Porter,  Simmona, 
tSnnifh  of  Indiana,  Spragua,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood* 
bridge— 23. 

NAY6-4ieaaa.  Allen,  Benton,  Berrien,   Bocbsnan,  Pal- 
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ton,  Kli^^,  Llnu,  McKtHieria,  'Hangiiot,  .^i^ieri  BwMr  of 
QannecUcut^tSlttnieon,  Tappan,  WiUttr,  Wticozt  WIWui^ 
Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young^l9. 

CORPS  OF  RE?ORTpit$. 

The  resolation  for  the  eppoioitDrnt  of  a  c«>rp8  of 
renortets oame ap  in  order;  and  W4U), oa  motion  w^ 
Mr.  BAYARD,  laid  on  the  table. 

t)a  Biolian  of  Mr.  BATARiy,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ih^  consideration  ef  eze^oHv^  bnsinefft; 
aad,  i^er  some  time  spent  therein,  adjoatbed. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRBSBNTATiyES. 
TtmsDAT,  December  ST,  1842 

Mr.  AI^FREt)  MARSHALL  presented  the  per 
tition  of  John  Patterson  aod  eighteen  others,  shIp' 
masters  aad  merchants  of  Northnort,  Maine,  aslc- 
tog  (he  ereciioni  of  sar h  bnoys,  besooos,  sntl  s^n* 
dies  on  the  Mtiscleb  ridges  in  Penohseot  bay  as  will 
render  the  naviaation  more  safe. 

Mr.  LOWEUi  presented  the  petitions  of  Jacob 
Longfellow  and  ten  othership-masters  and  mer* 
chants  of  Machias,  Maine;  John  A.  Simpson  and 
ten  other  ship-masters  and  merchants  of  Ea«t  ila* 
Chias,  Mainr;  and  Jotham  Lippinooit  and  thirty* 
two  oiber  ship-masters  and  mercbaats  of  Columbia 
and  Addison,  Maiae, — all  prayini;  for  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  the  navigaiion  of  Penobscot 
bay. 

Also*  letters  from  Gkorge  Thachr r,  esq.,  collect- 
or of  the  port  of  Belfast;  John  Wbitcomb,  cap- 
tain of  the  United  States  revenne-cntter  Alert;  and 
Green  Walden,  captain  of  the  United  States  reve- 
nne-cntter  Morris,«-in  support  of  the  same  object; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  presented  Ibe 
petition  of  T.  W.  Haley,  H.  W.  Stegall,  and  82 
others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  roate 
from  Eiectra,  in  Monroe  county,  Mississippi,  to 
Van  Buien,  in  said  Stale:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Po>t  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  a  petition  of  cit- 
izens ef  Marshall  county,  Virginia,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  desired  to  present  a  me- 
morial of  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  connty  of 
Philadelphia  against  the  repeal  of  the  baokrnpt 
law,  but  sngi^esting  various  modifications. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected ;  and  he  said 
he  »hoaid  object  to  all  basiness  that  was  not  strictly 
in  order. 

The  memorial  accordingly  was  not  received. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  a  bill  was  passed  on  Friday  for 
the  relief  of  the  heira  of  Philip  Renault.  He  ex- 
plained that  his  object  was  to  cause  the  insertion  of 
a  proviso,  to  sustain  the  puithasers  of  certain  lands. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  YOUNG  and  Mr. 
CAVE  JOHNSON,  (he  motion  was  aitreed  to. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  asked  permission  to  move 
that  a  certain  bill  be  taken  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  was  a  local  bill,  on  which  the  dele- 
gation from  Maine  was  agreed,  with  one  exception. 

Objection  was  made,  aad  the  gentleman  was, 
therefore,  cut  shart  in  his  explanation. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  allowance  of  extra  compensation  to 
the  officers  of  the  Government. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  reports 
from  standing  committees  were  in  order. 

Mr.  GIDDING^,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  upon  a  petition  of  Asabel 
Lee,  Samoel  Lee,  and  Henry  Lee,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  bills;  which  were  read  twice, 
and  committed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cove. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samoel  B.  Treck. 

A  bill  for  (he  relief  of  J.tseph  R.  Chandler. 

He  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  8^  Parkinson'. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  ^ame  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Gibson; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
Mc  Linds,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  or  assigneas  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  an^ 
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James  MeGill;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
miued. 

Mr.  GBNTRT,  parsnant  to  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  leave  to  Introduce  a  bill  for  the 
^  benefit  of  Fielding  Pratt;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colnmbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Howard  Institntion  of  the  City  of 
Washiogton;  which  was  read  Arice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Pnblic  Ei- 
penditnras,  reported  a  resolaiion  to  anthorize  that 
committee  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers. 

Mr.  BOWNB  called  for  the '  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  and,  being  ordered,  they  resnlted  as 
lollows:  yeas  87,  nays  99. 

Mr.  J.  C.EDWARDS  obttined  permission  to 
introdiee  a  bill  to  allow  drawbacks  on  foreign 
merchandise  exported  in  original  packages  to 
^Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  present  to  the  Honse  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  instructing 
the  Senators  of  iw  State,  and  requesting  its  Rep- 
resentatives, to  use  their  best  efforts  to  cause  the 
immediate  passage  of  the  bid  refunding  the  fine  im- 
posed on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall  of 
New  Orleans,  in  1815. 

As  this  was  the  resolution  of  a  State«.a  State 
which  he  in  part  represented — he  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  present  it;  and,  in  doing  so,  he 
begged  to  say  for  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and 
for  himself,  jihat  no  partisan  feeling  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  that  resolution.  It  was  offered  in  the 
roirii  of  patriotism — pure  patriotism.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  of  that  State,  that  the  act 
employed  by  General  Jackson  to  defend  the  city 
of  New  Orleana  was  one  or  imperioas  necessity— a 
seoessiry  imposed  upob  him  by  the  **booiy  and 
beauty"  of  that  citv,  which  were  threatened  by  an 
invadir  g  army,  and  no  less  by  domestic  traitors 

Mr.  MORGAN  intf  rposed,  and  inquired  whether 
the  aentkman  from  Virginia  was  in  ordfi? 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wished  to  exculpate  his 
State 

Mr.  MORGAN  objected  to  the  gentleman  de- 
bating the  question. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  merely  wish  to  stale 

Mr.  MORGAN.    Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia could  not  enter  into  debate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it;  but, 
as  it  was  received  hv  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  I  merely  wish  to  bespeak  from  the  House 
that  respect  which  I  believe  ought  lo  be  paid  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  a  State. 

Mr.  HOWARD  and  others  called  the  gentleman 
to  order. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

Mr.  HOWARD.  The  gectieman  has  no  right  to 
speak  upon  it  at  all. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  am  making  a  motion  now.  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  a  bill,  I 
believe,  already  lies,  which  was  reported  at  the 
last  session,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  TURNEY.    And  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  WISE     Tes,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GATES  offered  the  following  resolution; 
wtrich  was  agreed  to: 

ReMolved^  That  the  Preeidaot  bs  requected  to  tranfmit  to  the 
HouMorRepretentatiTea  the  laws  pa«Md  by  the  OoTemor  and 
Le^laUvaOottocUoftheTerritonr  of  Florida,  at  the  laat  ses- 
irieo. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolotionary  Pei.sions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act  of  the  4ih  July,  1836,  and  an 
act  of  the  7ih  July,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  cer- 
tain widows.  It  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
Che  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr..  FORNANCE,  from  the  same  commit'er, 
reported  a  bill  fcr  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britten; 
whit h  was  read  twice,  and  eommittad  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tht  Whole. 


Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Dunham;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Alffo,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Hil(»reth. 

Mr.  BURNELL  offered  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  distribute  amongst  the 
members  of  the  House,  for  circulation,  certain 
charts  of  Gkorge*s  shoals,  now  in  the  Clerk's  office. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  on  to*morrow  a&k  leave  to  inuo- 
dace  a  bill  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ope- 
ration of  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  *'Au 
act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  sixth 
census.'' 

Mr.  JAMES  IRVIN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

ItMoJved,  That  thft  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  House  of  Repreeeotativee  the  report  of  the 
engineer  In  chief  of  the  Narj  Department,  in  reference  to  an 
invention  of  Cadwallader  Evani,  or  PenneyWania,  for  the  pre* 
?entionof  expkmons  in  eteam-lKHlers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  difcharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Octavius 
A.  Holden  and  James  C.  Patton. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act. 

The  Clerk  stated  the  question  as  it  now  stood. 
The  original  bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Ftbr«tt, 
as  already  published.  This  Mr.  Barnard  had  moved 
to  amend,  so  as  to  repeal  only  so  much  of  the  banlr- 
rupt  law  as  permits  voluntary  bankruptcy;  provi- 
ding, however,  that  this  act  should  not  affect  any 
case  or  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  already  commen- 
ced, or  which  should  be  commenced  before  the 
4th  day  of  March  neit.  Mr.  Cusaiiia  had  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  provide  that  this 
act  sfaouM  not  affect  any  case  or  proceeding  in 
bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and,  consequently,  not  to  extend  it  to  cases 
commenced  before  the  4th  of  March  next.  Mr. 
Briogs  had  moved  to  commit  the  bill  and  all  its 
amendments  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  the 
existing  law  which  authorizes  the  volantary  appli- 
cation of  debtors,  and  to  include  corporations 
which  issue  paper  to  circulate  as  money,  within  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law.  And  Mr.  Cave 
JoBMsoN  had  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Brigos^  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  all  the  instructins,  and  insert- 
ing insfrnctions  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  report, 
at  13  o'clock  to*morrow,  the  following  bill:  **That 
the  act  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1841, 
entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,' be,  and 
the  tame  hereby  is,  repealed. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  who  bad  the  floor,  ob- 
served, that  it  was  neiiher  his  intrniion  nor  his 
wish  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  argomint  on  this 
bill;  being  satisfied,  (Torn  appearances  when  it  was 
last  before  tbe  Honse,  that  it  would  be  brought  to  a 
close  before  the  close  c  f  this  day.  Tbe  question 
now,  as  read  by  the  Clerk,  opened  tbe  whole  sub- 
ject for  consideration.  It  war,  on  tbe  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  commit  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  in- 
structions to  brine  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
act  forthwith.  He  looked  upon  this  as  the  most 
important  question  that  could  occupy  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  shoald  be  acted  on  with  great 
caution  and  deliberation.  It  would  operate  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  upon  all  classes  of  the 
community,  upon  contracts  of  every  description  in 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  enter- 
ed. If  ever,  therefore,  a  question  deserved  to  be 
considered  calmly,  deliberately,  and  impartially,  it 
was  thir;  and,  indeed,  it  should  be  acted  on  with  as 
much  caution  as  if  it  was  now  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  an  original  bankrupt  law.  Other  classes 
of  the  community,  as  well  as  the  mercantile  classes 
were  deeply  interested  in  this  question.  Mr.  S., 
after  taking  a  br  ef  view  of  the  history  of  the  pass- 
age of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  of  tbe  constitutional 
powers  and  obligations  of  Congress  lb  pass  it,  en- 
tered into  a^consideration  of  the  reasons  urged  for 


its  repeal.  It  bad  been  said  that  public  opin- 
ion demanded  its  repeal;  and  tbe  gentlenmn 
who  introduced  the  bill  was  snpported  by  the 
resolutions  of  a  sovereign  State  demanding  iL 
He  denied,  however,  that  there  was  any  evi- 
dence showing  that  the  people  demanded  the  repeal 
of  Ibis  law.  Where  was  it  shown?  There  had 
been  no  petitions  presented  calling  for  it.  The 
Legislatures  of  tbe  States  (wiih  but  one  exception) 
bad  made  no  move  in  relation  to  it;  and,  if  tie 
judged  from  what  he  had  seen  of  tbe  public  press, 
there  was  no  evidence  there  of  a  desire  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act.  They  had  every  evidence  that 
public  opinion  was  loudly  in  favor  of  this  law  at 
tbe  time  of  its  passage.  It  was  called  for  by  nu- 
merous petitions,  coming  from  every  quarter  of  tht 
country,  signed  by  men  of  all  classes  of  the  com- 
manity.  It  was  advocated  in  the  pobl'C  papers, 
and  strongly  recommended  to  tbe  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress  in  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S.  deprecated  the 
repeal  of  this  law  before  sufficient  time  had  elapsed 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial  and  examination.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  now  operating  most  favorably, 
and  that  the  principal  cause  for  objection  to  it  had 
nearly  passed  away.  This  i^as  the  retrospective 
feature*i>f  tbe  bill;  but  as  all  (or  nearly  all)  tbe 
cases  of  that  class  had  been  acted  on,  there  was 
now  no  longer  any  objection  to  the  bill.  In  a 
country  like  ours,  he  held  that  some  uniform  laws 
ou  the  subject  of  bankruptcy  should  exist.  -  Such 
laws  were  just  as  necessary  now,  as  when  the  eon* 
stitutional  provision  authorizing  Congress  to  pass 
such  laws  was  adopted;  and  the  very  reasona 
which  operated  upon  the  convention  fcr  the  inser- 
tion of  this  provision,  operated  now  in  favor  ef 
retaining  the  present  law  in  force* 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  foresaw  the 
great  increase  in  the  extent  and  commerce  of 
this  country.  They  saw  that  new  States  woeld 
spring  up,  with  various  interests  and  with  differ- 
ent laws;  and  that,  wjtbout  some  uniform  law 
passed  by  the  common  Government,  the  insolvent 
laws  of  these  States  would  come  in  conflict.  The 
grant  of  this  power  was,  therefore,  inserted  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  grant  of  power  for  the 
regulatft>n  of  commerce  between  the  States  was  in- 
serted; and  these  same  powerful  reasons  operated 
now,  as  well  as  then.  Mr.  S.  denied  that  the  law 
was  complicated,  and  difficult  to  be  carried  out  Oa 
the  contrary,  it  was  perfectly  simple,  and  easy  to 
be  understood  and  executed.  In  Massachusetts, 
for  example,  it  had  gone  into  operation  wittiout 
any  difficulty  whatever,  and  without  any  com- 
plaint of  frauds.  The  retrospective  feature,  it 
was  true,  was  first  complained  of;  butas  this  ceased 
to  have  any  effect,  the  act  had  become  popnlar, 
and  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful  and  be- 
neficent in  its  effects.  Mr.  S.  continued  speaking 
up  to  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  showing  various 
reasons  why  the  law  shoald  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  DAWSON  ros^,  and  addressed  tbe  House 
i&  opposition  to  tbe  repeal  of  the  law.  He  said: 
I  do  not  intend  to  make  a  speech  on  this  ooc&sion, 
but  simply  to  offer  a  few  brief  remarks  in  my  own 
jastification„  here  and  at  home.  I  am  aware  that, 
if  I  could  speak  with  the  voice  and  wisdom  of  an 
angel  of  light,  I  could  not  arrest  the  fate  of  this 
bill.  It  isvirtnally  resjiUico^o — soon  to  t>e  "as  a 
thing  that  was  not.**  Politicians  have  already  ta- 
ken sides  for  and  against  it;  and  the  appeals  of 
reason  and  of  justice  are  now  alike  unavailing. 

I  have  not  heard  a  f^olitary  complaint  from  one 
of  my  constituents  for  my  vote  in  favor  of  this  trill. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  received  many  warm  and 
grateful  acknowledgments  in  approbation  of  my 
course.  I  have  in  my  drawer  a  long  list  of  the 
most  respectable  name.^  in  Louisiana,  uiiging  me  to 
oppose  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.  No  man 
in  this  House  would  rejoice  more  than  I  would  to 
see  this  bill  amended ;  but  I  will  hold  on  to  it  a$U 
is,  sooner  than  see  it  repealed.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  oppression  of  the  debtor,  in  every  shape,  form, 
and  manner.  Debt  is  a  misfortune;  and  bitter  is 
the  cop  of  life  (Heaven  knowf^)  to^he  unfortunate 
debtor,  at  best,  without  being  treated  as  a  ettmtiu^. 
I  am  Willing  to  see  tbe  debtor  forced  to  make  an 
honest,  full,  and  onqaaiified  surrender  of  all  he  hat: 
,  and  then  I  vrovddpaU}/^  the  arm  of  the  Shylock  wh4 
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would  attempt  to  take  bis  pouod  of  flesh.  This 
is  the  poor  man^  law;  and  it  stands  "solitary  and 
•looey**  at  the  poor  man's  law,  in  the  history  of  the 
world*  I  am  the  open  and  avowed  advocate  ot  a 
bankrupt  law  to  benefit  debtors,  and  not  a  law  to 
benefit  creditors  txehuhnlu,  I  wonM  not  make  a 
retroqpeetive  law,  to  favor  or  shield  the  debtor;  bat 
I  wonid  place  him  henceforth  beyond  the  reach  of 
personal  cmelty  and  degradation.  His  property 
mt^t  be  seized  and  sold;  the  roof  that  shelters 
his  wife  and  children  from-the  peliiogs  of  the  piii- 
less  storm  might  be  taken  from  him,  and  they 
m%bt  be  turned  over  to  penary  and  want.  Bat 
his  person,  at  least,  should  be  sacred.  The  credi- 
tor shonld  not  tooch  a  hair  of  his  head  after  he  had 
made  a  fair  and  honest  snrrender  of  everything  he 
was  worth  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

"Man'f  inhttmanity  to  oMin 
lUkea  countlen  millioM  moanQ;" 

and  wise  legialation  will  always  defend  and  protect 
the  waak,  the  helpless,  the  nafortnnate,  and  op- 
pressed. The  fate  of  the  bankrupt  law  is  already 
foretold.  I  entertain  no  doubts  of  i's  being  re- 
pealed in  a  few  days.  It  is  the  first  law  that 
ever  was  passed — and,  I  greatly  fear,  it  will  be 
the  hut— to  faTor  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate.  It 
is  idle  to  resist  the  power  of  money;  to  its  secret, 
subtle,  and  pervading  influences,  imagination  can 
devise,  and  strength  can  sceoinplish  no  bar.  It 
will  buy  the  prayers  of  the  church,  the  fidelity  of 
man,  and  the  love  of  woman.  It  is  the  alpha  and 
omega  of  all  human  desires.  Reason  and  justice 
are  impotent  when  opposed  to  the  magic  power  of 
gold. 

■*Plai«  Bin  with  gold, 
And  the  ■troog  lance  of  Jnatlce  hortlen  breaks; 
Clothe  it  in  rags,  a  picmy'e  straw  doth  pierce  iu" 

One  ov«vown  capitalist,  or  rich  creditor,  has  more 
influence  over  the  National  Legislature  of  this 
country  than  five  thousand  unfortunate  and  perse- 
cnted  debtors. 

Repeal  this  law,  and  how  inconsistent  and  rep- 
rehensible the  majority  of  this  House  must  appear 
in  the  **8ober  second  thought"  and  dispassionate 
eonsideration  of  a  free  and  intelligeat  community ! 
They  have  forced  a  good  law,  in  a  bad  shape,  up- 
on the  nation;  and  now  that  the  hour  of  amend- 
ment is  almost  at  hand — I  mean  the  meeting  of 
the  88  h  Congress-Mhey  are  about  to  bl^t  forever 
the  last  hope  of  the  broken  hearted  and  desponding 
debtors  throughout  our  vast  domain.  They  are 
now  eager  and  impatient  to  destroy,  with  a  ruthless 
hand,  the  most  salutary  and  effective  checks  upon 
that  reckless  credit  system  which  has  cast  a  gloom 
of  desolation  over  the  land. 

I  voted  for  this  bill,  not  because  I  coosidered  it 
perfect,  bat  with  a  hope  that  it  would  soon  be 
amended  and  made  perfect.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  man  or  party  can  make  a  bankrupt  law  that 
will  at  first  be  invulnerable  in  all  its  parts.  I  am, 
eouEeqfiently,  disponed  to  make  the  most  of  this.  I 
am  for  salutary,  judicious,  and  necessary  amend- 
ments; and  I  am  opposed  to  the  repeal.  I  have 
always  been  in  favor  of  a  judicious  national  bank- 
rupt law;  and  I  earnestly  contend  that  this  is  a 
most  propitious  hour  for  the  most  happy  legislation 
upon  the  subject.  I  sincerely  regret  being  compelled, 
by  the  deep  and  rooted  convictions  of  my  mind, 
and  the  best  impulses  of  my  heart,  to  differ,  in  thii 
^U  MtffeiiM,  with  my  Democratic  friends.  If 
any  man  ever  was  truly  proud  of  his  party,  Iamth$ 
SMm.  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  if  I  am,  it  is  an  error 
both  of  the  nead  and  of  the  heart.  I  cannot  favor 
the  /irw  to  oppress  the  many.  If  I  do  err,  I  feel  that 
it  is  an  error  on  the  side  of  mercy. 

Mr.  GUSHING  rose  in  opposition  to  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  He  thought  that,  instead  of 
immediately  repealing  this  measure,  and  thus  ex- 
hibiting to  the  country  the  spectacle  of  a  vacil- 
lating body — undoing  to-day  what  ii  had  done 
yesterday;  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force, 
and  be  further  tested  by  public  judgment.  Instead 
of  a  hasty  and  precipitate  actioi/,  he  thought  the 
public  interests  would  be  better  promoted  by  mod- 
ifying the  law  so  as  to  exclude  voluntary  appli- 
cants for  its  benefit,  and  to  include  corporations  is- 
suing paper  for  circuUition.  Let  it  be  modified  to 
SQit  the  views  of  gentlemen,  but  ikot  wantonly  de- 


If,  however,  the  law  must  be  repealed,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  pot  upon  the  record  an  un- 
truth,  saying  that  it  bad  been  rep«^aled  on  the  5ih 
of  December,  as  was  implied  by  the  provision  of 
the  bill  as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  EvsRETT.]  •  In  addition  to  this  untruth, 
which  would  be  implied,  the  provision  was,  he 
thought,  unjust,  and  would  involve  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the  country  in  difficulty.  He  argued  that 
it  was  in  the  highest  degree  tmjnst  in  Congress  to 
refuse  to  make  provieion  in  regard  to  pending  pro- 
cess in  the  courts,  and  earnestly  remonstrated 
against  a  retrospective  repeal  of  the  law.  The  act 
of  repeal  should,  he  thought,  take  effect  from  its 
passage,  and  not  from  any  date  in  the  past  time. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  tbis  occasion  to  pre* 
sent  A  memorial  from  Philadelphia  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  law,  which  he  would  have  read  as  a 
portion  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  ADAMS  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity 
to  present  a  petition  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  FERRIS  presented  two  petitions  from  the 
city  of  Nftw  York  against  a  repeal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  presentation  of 
any  further  memorials,  as  irregular. 

Mr.  GUSHING  resumed,  and  proceeded  in  an- 
swer to  some  of  the  remarks  submitted  a  few  days 
since  by  the  gentleman  Arom  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Arnold]  He  agreed  with  that  gentleman  in  part 
of  what  he  had  said.  It  was  true  that  there  were  ob- 
jections to  the  act  in  the  first  place;  yet  these  had 
been  either  extenuated,  or  had  lost  their  force.  The 
main  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  law  was,  ihat 
it  would  operate  on  contracts  made,  and  would 
thus  tfect  vested  rights.  Now,  this  objection  ap- 
plied with  equal  force  to  the  repeal  of  the  measure 
as  proposed  in  the  present  bill,  since  many  enter- 
prises had  been  entered  into  by  men  acting  in  ref- 
erence to  its  continuance. 

He  would  say  to  the  gentlenun  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  AmvoLD,]  that  he  would  not  have  ventured 
to  use  language  of  condemnation  so  strong  as  that 
used  by  him  when  addressing  the  House  on  the 
repeal  of  this  law.  That  gentlemao  had  proceeded 
to  make  personal  references  to  high  functionaries 
of  the  Government,  and  to  introduce  them  here  as 
if  their  destiny,  or  their  remaining  in  office,  was 
material  to  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.  If  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  were  at  all  relevant  to 
the  question,  equally  so  would  be  a  reply.  In  con- 
sidering die  exciting  debates  which  often  took  place 
in  that  body,  be  thought  they  were  bound  to  ob- 
serve the  fact,  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  the  great  voice  of  the  nation — the  safety-valve 
oPtbe  democraiic  impulses  of  the  people.  From 
the  nature  of  our  Government,  discussions  must 
frequently  be  carried  on  with  earnestness,  with 
excessive  zeal,  and  sometimes  with  indfcornm; 
yet  he  felt  himielf  at  liberty  to  declare,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  press  elsewhere,  that  this 
was  the  most  decorous  of  all  deliberative  national 
assemblies  in  the  world.  He  knew  it  was  more 
orderly  than  either  the  House  of  Commons  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  France. 

He  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Arnold]  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  speech  made 
by  that  officer  at  Boston,  wherein  he  was  charged 
with  acting,  not  from  a  desire  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  but  solely  from  a  Indt  of  office. 
When  such  a  strain  of  vehement  denunciation  as 
had  been  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  S.ate  was 
used  by  a  membpr  on  that  floor,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  in  reply.  And,  in  relation 
to  the  charge  of  love  of  office,  he  would  ask,  bow 
was  a  man  capable  of  doing  good  service  to  his 
country,  unless  he  held  cffice  and  was  in  powerl 
Wa«  there  an  iodividoal,  without  a  public  tru^^t, 
who  could  carry  out  his  purposes  of  good  to  the 
country?  All  experience  showed  that  it  was  im- 
possible  to  accomplish  beneficial  ends  without  the 
possession  of  power.  Indeed,  the  gentleman,  after 
thus  impuening  the  motives  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  would  have  been  equally  justified  in  impu- 
ting the  same  selfish  views  to  every  man  in  the 
Uoited  States  who  had  ever  held  office,  from 
Gkorge  Washington  down  to  the  prefect  time. 
H^i  (Mr*  C.)  tbereforey  denied  that  any  man  bold* 


ing  office  cou'd  be  properly  accctsed  of  a  personaL 
and  interested  motive  in  so  doing. 

He  could  not  join  i&sue  with  the  gentlem&n  [Mr J 
Arnold]  upon  the  terms  of  general  obloquy  used 
with  regard  to  the  functionaries  of  the  Administra- 
tion; but  he  wonld  deal  with  specific  22ctsand 
measures,  and  also  with  intentions  as,  clearly  and 
plainly  developed,  whenever  they  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion. He  would  say  this,  as  well  for  others  andt 
for  parties,  as  for  the  gentleman  from  Tenness?e« 
It  was  now  the  beginning  of  a  short  session— the 
last  of  the  present  Congress.  A  mass  of  business 
was  before  that  body — business  of  deep  interest  to 
theuAselves,  to  their  constituents,  and  to  the  coun- 
try. Under  this  state  of  facts,  the  first  reflection 
with  him  was,  whether  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
coontry,  let  whatever  party  that  might  have  the 
ascendency,  to  throw  aside  all  legislation,  and  shut 
their  eyes  to  all  its  wants,  in  order  to  pass  ofiT  into 
an  episodical  discussion  regarding  the  character  o£ 
the  officers  of  the  Government?  If  he  bad  argued 
strictly,  the  questions  of  the  bankrupt  )aw  and  tba 
treaty  with  England,  were  not  at  all  afiliBCted  by 
the  character  of  the  men  now  in  power.    In  pro- 

Sortion,  therefore,  as  gentlemen  should  enter  into  a 
iscussion  of  these  personal  relations,  would  they 
depart  from  that  line  of  conduct  which  was  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  busine&s. 

It  was  now  nearly  two  years  since,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  vote  cf  the  people,  a  change  took  place 
in  the  administration  of  toe  Government.  Since 
that  time,  an  internecine  war  had  arisen  in  the 
dominant  party.  The  war  had  now  been  pursued 
for  about  one  year  and  a  half;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
it,  the  F^eral  Government,  with  its  fixed  Constitu- 
tion, bad  stood,  like  the  god  Terminus,  defying  the 
progress  of  those  who  were  rushing  against  it. 
The  country  bad  seen  one  party  throw  itself  against 
the  immovable  rock  of  the  Constitution.  What 
had  been  the  consequencel  The  party  thus  burl- 
ing itself  against  the  constitutional  rock  was  dashed 
to  atoms. 

He  thought  that  enough  of  recrimination  had 
been  heard  in  the  House,  and  throughout  the  coun- 
try, during  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred;  and 
he  would  ask,  what  interests  were  to  be  promoted 
by  its  further  continuance?  Was  any  personal  ob- 
ject to  be  promoted  by  a  perseverance  in  these 
attacks  on  the  part  of  the  Whig  party?  It  was 
remarkable*  enough  that  one  party  should 
have  broken  itself  down  against  the  Federal  Gov 
ernment;but  what  was  the  series  of  events  on 
which  we  were  about  to  enter?  It  was  an  old 
maxim  that  ^BperientU  dotel.  He  was  almost  in- 
clined to  think  that,  in  the.present  case,  this  ouxim 
wonld  have  to  be  reversed,  and  made  to  read  carpe- 
riemfis  non  docet  [Mr.  C.J.  Inobrsoll:  '*AbeeC."] 
Then  it  mightjbe  that  experience^ould  hurt,  rather 
than  teach.  The  other  party  had,  during  this  war^ 
fare,  so  long  carried  on,  been  occupying  an  envia- 
ble position.  They  had  been  folding  their  arms, 
looking  on  and  laughing;  whibt  their  opponents,  ' 
like  Kilkenny  cat^,  were  eaiine  each  other  up  from 
head  to  tail.  [Laughter.]  This  agreeable  Mtua^ 
tion  was  now  about  to  end;  and  it  appeared,  from 
givings  out  in  various  quarters,  that  this  party  was 
also  about  to  hurl  itself  against  the  same  immova^ 
ble  rock  on  which  the  other  had  split.  [Laughter, 
lasting  some  time  ]  A  gentleman  near  him  said  he 
was  mistaken.  He  might  be;  yet  he  was  under  the 
impression  that,  however  individual  leaders  might 
think  and  wish,  that  consequence  would  follow. 
[Laogbter.] 

He  had  said  the  Federal  Government  was  on 
a  filed  basis  at  Washington.  That  was  the  foun?^ 
dation  of  his  argument.  Now  he  would  suppose 
a  man  called  to  be  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
It  mattered  not  whether  he  was  elected,  or  whether 
the  office  devolved  upon  him  by  contingencies  con- 
templated in  the  Constitution.  He  was  President.. 
What,  then,  was  his  first  duty?  To.  consider  How 
to  discharge  his  functions.  He  (Mr.  C.)  thought 
the  President  was  "bound  to  look  around  at  the 
facts,  and  see  by  what , circumstances  he  was  sup- 
ported. Gentlemen  might  talk  of  treason;  much 
had  been  said  on  that  subject;  but  the  question  for 
the  individual  who  might  happen  to  be  President 
to  consider  was.  How  is  the  Government  to  be 
carried  on?    B7  whose  aidi    He  (Bftr.  OvsRiiro^ 
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would  s4y  to  that  party  now  ha?iiig  the  ma- 
Jority,  (and  whom,  on  aecoant  of  that  cir- 
•lUQStance,  it  was  more  important  he  should 
address,}  that  if  they  gate  him  no  aid,  it  was 
liis    duty  to   seek   aid   from  th^ir   adversaries. 

g daughter.]  If  the  Whigs  continne  to  blockade 
e  wheels  of  the  Goyernment,  he  trusted  that  the 
Democrats  would  be  patriotic  enough  to  carry  it 
on.    [Laughter.] 

He  had  thus  presented  the  party  relations  of  Che 
question.  Behind  them  there  was  one  of  deeper 
import,  and  which  might  be  vital  m  its  effect. 
There  was  in  the  United  States  a  great  career  of 
ambition,  and  beyond  it  a  culminating  point—the 
highest  position  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  man 
to  attain — the  Presidency.  For  this  place,  on  look- 
ing around  him,  he  saw  more  aspirants  than  he 
could  count  upon  his  fingers,  f^^iiy  voices; 
^Name  them.'*]  Fie  could  not  name  them.  ["Name 
Ihem" — ^**lei*8  hear  who  they  are"]  Their  name 
was  legion.  He  knew  not  what  splits  would 
take  place,  nor  how  far  their  personal  relations 
would  tend  to  produce  divisions;  but  he  saw  in 
the  general  race  no  individual,  at  the  present  hour, 
who  possessed  a  pre*eminent,  overwhelming,  and 
irresistible  power  before  tbe  people.  [A.  voice: 
'•Except  one— Clay."]  Nor  did  be  know  whether, 
during  the  next  two  year5,  any  individual  would 
acquire  that  strength.    It  was  true  that  the  Whig 

Sarty  would  hold  a  presidential  conyention  some 
me  during  that  period,  [k  voice:  *<No  need  of  i';"] 
and  also  that  the  Democratic  party  would  convene 
a  similar  assembly.  He  did  not  know  whether  this 
conyention  would  be  able  or  not  to  settle  tbe  rival 
pretensions  of  different  candidates;  but  he  saw 
budding  such  blossoms  of  discord  as  to  leaye 
great  doubt  about  the  issue  of  any  conven 
tion  that  might  be  h^'ld.  He  did.  however, 
know  that  the  next  year  and  a  half  would  be 
signalized  by  great  commotion  upon  this  all-absorb- 
ing sobjec';  and,  whether  there  might  be  one  can- 
didate  only  on  each  side  or  not— whether  that  can- 
didate be  cordially  supported  or  not — be  would  say 
that  it  would  not  be  forwarding  the  political  interest 
of  any  one  of  the  parties  in  the  country  to  carry  on  a 
fierce  warfare  ai^ainst  the  present  Administration. 
[Laughter.]  He  deemed  it  material  that  he  should 
be  frank  upon  this  point  just  now.  [Cries  of 
••Very  frank."]  There  were  men  connected  with 
the  present  Administration  who  meant  scon  to  have 
a  word  to  say  upon  this  subject.  He  knew  that 
tbe  political  cauldron  was  boiling  with  various  ele- 
ments, wholly  diM!ordant  and  different;  and  he 
knew,  also,  what  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Federal  Gh)yeminent  could  accomplish.  [Several 
▼oiees:  "By  patronage"— **by  lust  of  office.'*]  No, 
not  by  mere  patronage:  be  would  show  gentlemen 
that  he  would  cut  deeper  than  the  mere  surface  of 
patronage.  He  referred  them  to  the  extra  session, 
where  one  measure  was  proposed  by  the  President, 
and  another  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House, 
and  pushed  through  to  its  pai^tlge,  until  it  met 
with' a  Presidential  veto.  The  action  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, as  affecting  the  legislation  of  Congress  on 
that  occasion,  showed  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Qovernment,  through  events,  oyer  masses  of 
men,  to  be  a  hundred-fold  greater  than  all  its 
patronage.  Whilst  the  eyents  to  which  he  referred 
were  passing,  the  patronage  of  tbe  Qovernment 
Was  in  tbe  hands  oif  the  retiring  Secretaries;  thus 
showing  that  there  was  not  even  a  concurrence  be- 
tween the  action  of  the  patronage  and  the  vetoes. 
Therefore,  what  he  meant  by  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Goyemment  was,  an  element  soaringabove  all 
patronage— the  relation  of  the  President  to  (he  ac 
ti«n  of  Congress. 

He  trusted  we  should  never  be  agitated  by  such 
another  series  of  collisions  between  the  majority 
in  Congress  and  the  President  as  had  occurred 
during  tbe  past  year  and  a  half;  but  should  such  a 
state  of  things  atise,  by  the  fatuity  of  partie.«,  it 
was  easy  to  foresee  jost  such  another  result  at  that 
now  brought  about.  [A  yoicex  "The  veto  cf  the 
sub-treasury  predicted."]  He  hoped  and  desire  d 
that  the  Houte  would  be  able  to  appl^  itself  wiib 
uniform  care  to  its  legislative  duties— l^ampling 
abder  foot  party  questions,  that  so  much  tended  to 
impede  the  transaction  of  tbe  public  business. 

Mr.  THOa&PSON  of  Indiana  then  obtained  the 


flior,  and  yielded  it  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.    Pre- 
vious to  which,  and  by  general  consent, 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  cocsidered  and  adopted: 

Raolved  That  the  use  of  ihchall  of  the  House  be  grantat)  to 
Professor  Walter  R.  Johnson,  for  the  delivery  of  a  lecture  on  the 
subject  of  coal,  artd  its  various  applications. 

Mr.  JAMBS  C03PER,  by  general  consent,  of- 
fered  ihe  following  resolution;  which  was  consider- 
ed and  adopted : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  com. 
municate  to  this  House  a  detailed>rateineDl  of  all  the  expend* 
iiures  made  frono  tbe  Chickasaw  fund,  between  the  2d  day  of 
March,  1833,  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1643:  the  said  state 
ment  to  embrace  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  payments 
have  been  made,  the  amount  paid  to  each,  and  on  wfaatac> 
count. 

Tne  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication  from  the  Treasury  Department,-  con- 
taining a  statement  showing  the  expenditures  un- 
der the  contingent  fund  for  the  last  year:  laid  on . 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  enclosing  a  report  showing  the  modifications 
of  their  tariff  laws  by  certain  foreign  countries:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  tbe  same,  on  the 
subject  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  natiom:  laid 
oa  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  tbe  Legislature  of 
the  Wisconsin  Territory:  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
'  Wbonksdit,  December  98, 1843.   * 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois  presented  the  petition 
Alexander  M.  Jenkins,  Richard  J.  Hamilton,  and 
Samuel  L*e,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  securities  of 
William  Linn,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Vandalia,  in  said  Stale,  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  discharging  them  from  their  joint  liability, 
upon  the  payment  by  each  of  a  fair  distributive 
proportion  of  the  judgments  obtained  against  tben^ 
on  account  of  the  defalcation  of  the  said  Linn; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also,  apetition  from  William  Elliot,  Jr.,  of  Ful- 
ton county,  Illinois,  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  to  enable  him  to  enter  a  certain  quarter 
section  of  laud;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Boone 
and  McHenry  coupties,  for  a  post-road  from 
Hartlaod,  in  McHenry  county,  by  way  of  "Cold 
Spring  Prairie,'*  to  Amazon  post  office,  in  Boone 
county,  in  said  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  ac- 
counting for  the  disbursements  out  of  tbe  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memorials 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
F.  H.  Pettis,  counsellor  at  law  in  tbe  city  of  New 
York,  and  others,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  ?ame 
individual,  on  the  subject  of  a  system  of  water- 
proof cloths,  an  invention  of  which  he  claims  to 
be  the  author.  He  fays  that  the  disco7ery  is  one 
of  great  value  and  importance  for  purposes  of  na- 
val use:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mefsrs.  WOODBRIDGE,  PORTER,  and  BER- 
RIEN, severally  presented  memorials  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  referred 
to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the 
bankrupt  Uw  may  be  modified,  but  not  repealed' 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commiure. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  urging  upon  Congress  the  pat^ 


sage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  babkrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Illinois,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, and  to  6rant  doDatio;is  of  land  as  an  induce- 
ment to  settlement;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
to  accompany  the  action  oa  the  bill  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
James  Dodds  and  Eli  Davis,  watchmen  in  the 
Posit  Office  building,  asking  for  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  cert aiu  companies  of  Missouri  volunteers, 
commanded  by  Captains  Pollard,  Sconce,  Harri- 
son, Atchison,  and  Crawford;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  on  leave,  introdoeed  a 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Taylor,  and,  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  with  the  doc- 
uments relating  thereto,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with- 
out amendment,  tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William 
Debu>s,  postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  John  A.  Dickerson,  for  extra 
compensation  as  sailing-master  in  the  United  Staiei 
oervice,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  ttid 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SHBYIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
leported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Warebam  Kingsly; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.    SEYIER,  tbe  Committee 
<  on  Pen5ions  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  John  Bos  worth;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
declaratory  of  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  imposing  a  lax  on  all  lands  hereafter 
sold  by  the  United  States  in  said  State,  from  and 
after  the  time  they  are  sold;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Alabama,  who  were 
deprived  of  their  improvements  by  the  treaties  with 
the  Cieek  Indians;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  L^nds. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  tbe  credentials  of 
SiDNBT  Brbesb,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  tbe 
Sate  of  Illinois  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March  next; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the 
files  of  tbe  Senate. 

Numerous  House  bills  were  then  taken  up,  rtad 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  Senate  a  snbposna 
isssied  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  had  been 
served  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  with  a 
view  to  compel  bis  attendance  into  court  with  a 
certain  anti-bank  memorial,  signed  by  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  now  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
used  in  the  ca^e  of  Addison  vs.  White,  now  being 
tried  in  said  court.  The  Chair  remarked  that  the  Sec- 
retary waf  in  doubt  what  to  do  in  the  case,  be  hav- 
ing no  authority  to  take  from  the  files  any  portion 
of  the  public  archives,  and  had  desired  him  to 
present  the  subpoena  to  the  Senate. 

A  debate  of  a  conversational  character  took 
place  between  Mcsji-e.  PHELPS,  McROBERTS, 
BERRIEN,  WOODBURY,  HUNTINGTON, 
KING,  and  CRITTENDEN,  as  to  whether  a 
transcript  of  the  record  would  not  do  to  carry 
into  court,  and  as  to  whether  tbe  Secretary,  (though 
he  WAS  on  duty,)  being  but  a  ministerial  officer  of 
the  Senate,  was  entitled  to  the  privileges  which 
attach  to  Senators,  and  exempted  them  from  the 
processes  of  the  courts. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  contended  that  the  time  to  regard 
be  supoeia  had  not  arrived,  but  that  it  should  be 
disregarded  until  an  attachment  was  issued  a?ainn 
the  Secretary;  when  the  issue  would  be  made  up, 
and  could  be  tried  as  to  whether  the  privileges  o 
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flenatofs  did  not,  in  some  measnrf ,  extend  to  their 
offieen,  aod  exempt  them  from  legal  process 
wbilf  in  the  performance  of  their  offlcial  duties. 

The  debate  baying  ceased,  «M  the  Senators  ha7- 
iog  coneloded  that  it  vas  not  worth  while  to  bring 
the  Senate  and  enact  into  collision, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion,  loBchin^  the  matter;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  Tiz: 

Jittnlvfd,  That  the  Secretory  of  the  Beniie  have  leftve  to 
takt  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  anti-bank  memorial  epeci- 
fied  in  the  mtbpmna  «faieea  tecum  issued  from  the  circuit  court 
ef  the  United  states  for  the  Disirict  or  Columbia,  in  tbe  case  of 
fUtuj  Addison  ««  Robert  White,  this  6ky  served  upon  him, 
ibr  the  porpoea  of  l>einf  exhibited  as  evidence  in  the  said  case. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  inttodneed  a  bill 
to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  the  jadgmenis 
agafost  tbe  Planters*  Bank  of  Mississippi  and  the 
Agricoltnral  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  for  other 
porpoees;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  th^ 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  on  leave,  int|rodaced  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company  and  tbe 
Qiand  Golf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  certain  docamentf  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  claim  of  William  Allen;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nava^J  Affairs,  who 
hive  charge  of  tbe  bill  for  bis  relief. 

Tbe  following  resolotioa,  introdaeed  by  Mr. 
WooDBDBTy  was  taken  np  and  adopted,  viz: 

JlestlvedL  Thai  the  Becretanr  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
Amlrii  the  Seoata  with  the  foUowincr  information: 

1.  Ttie  amoanc  of  revenue  received  from  customs  during 
the  tUid  qnaiter  of  the  year  1842,  en  imports  made  in  that 
qamer. 

2.  Asiooii  MB  the  retams  are  (Stained,  the  amount  received 
to  the  4tb  quarter  of  the  same  year,  from  the  imports  made  in 
that  qoaner,  aod  tbe  aggregate  of  those  imports. 

3.  Tlie  aggregate  oiappropriatioos  outstanding  and  unex* 
peaded  al^uie  dose  of  th<s  years,  rerpeciiyely,  of  18w,  1811,  And, 
ivlMi  this  year  expires,  at  the  end  of  184S;  aod 

4.  Tbe  qaanttCT  of  land  nhich  was  advertised  for  public  sale 
ftenlth  Bnrehi  1841,  to  tbe  close  of  one  year  from  that  date, 
aad  the  qaaotity  advertised  during  the  year  previous  to  that 
date. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  np,  as  in 
committee  of  tbe  whole,  considered,  and,  there  be- 
iaf  no  proposition  to  amend,  were  reported  to  the 
Bniate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  Tiz: 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ark- 
ansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  conseqa^nce 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaw  Indians. 

The  bill  allowing  drawback  npon  foreign  mer- 
ebaadise  exported  in  tbe  original  packages  to  Chi- 
haabaa  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico.  [Mr.  HUNT- 
INQTON,  chairman  of  ibe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, explained  this  bill,  and  defended  it  on  tbe 
ginand  that  it  wonld  increase  the  export  trade  to 
dioee  conntries,  and  bring  a  retnrn  of  specie  and 
fars;  and  that  it  woald  be  beneficial  to  commerce 
fenerally.] 

Tbe  bill  to  antboriie  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas« 
vsy  to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  tbe  svreties  on  the  bond  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samoel  Swariwout,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill; 

The  bill  for  tbe  rrlief  of  Epbraim  B.  Dixon; 
aid 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  J.  R.-yienne,  of  Lonis- 
iana. 

The  bill  to  authorize  tbe  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Joseph  Nonrse  was  taken  np,  aa  in  com- 
mittee of  tbe  whole;  and,  aAer  a  few  remarks  in 
its  fbTor  by  Mr.  WALKER,  wa<,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PHBLPS,  laid  on  tbe  table  for  tbe  present. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  Fillebrown  was 
also  laid  on  tbe  table,  on  tbe  niotion  of  Mr. 
PHBLPS. 

Tbe  Oregon  bill  came  up  in  order;  but  was  in> 
formally  parsed  over  till  to-morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  for  the  dis« 
tribution  of  tbe  Catalogues  of  tbe  Library  of  Con- 
grece,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 
Mr.  WOODBRlDGEand  Mr. TAPPAN explained 
the  resolution,  and,  advocated  its  passage;  and  Mr. 
RING  opposed  it,  and  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and  on  a  division  of  tbe  Senate  on  the 


question,  it  appeared  that  no  quorum  bad  voted. 
Then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHBLPS, 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRB8BNTATIVB8. 
Wbdnbsdav,  DscsuBBa  SIS,  1843. 

Mr.  BRONSON  desired  to  present  a  petition  for 
tbe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  had  another  on  ibe  other 
side  of  tbe  question,  praying  that  tbe  b'ankropt  law 
might  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected  to  their  pre- 
sentation in  this  way. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  preaented  tbe  memorial  of  Jesse 
W.  GUrtb,  of  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  directing  tbe  Commiasioner 
of  tbe  General  Land  Office  to  grant  him  a  patent  to 
certain  land  therein  designated. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION  TO  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  askied  leave  to  introduce 
tbe  tnll,  of  which  be  yesterday  gave  notice,  to  pro- 
hibit the  allowance  of  extra  compensation  to  tbe 
officers  of  tbe  (Government. 

Tbe  bill  was  received  and  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  its  engross- 
ment, 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected.  He  said  be  bad  a  bUI 
before  tbe  House  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment, 
and  the  House  owed  it  to  itself  to  take  np  that 
bill. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  de- 
bate the  question. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  moved  that  tbe  bill  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Jonifsoif]  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  tbe  Union;  so  that  this  bill  and  bis  own,  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress,  might  be 
amalgamated.  What  was  good  in  the  bill  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Jobmson]  he 
would  accept;  but  be  would  not  take  it  piece- 
meal. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  move  tbe  engrossment  of  bis  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not,  if  ob- 
jection were  made. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  asked  the  House  to 
print  bis  bill,  and  let  it  lie  on  the  table.  He  said 
a  practice  prevailed  in  ibis  Government,  of  em- 
ploying officers  of  the  army  as  commissioners,  and 
giving  them  their  usual  pay  as  officers,  and  also 
several  thousand  dollars  as  commissioners;  and  he 
desirtd  this  bill  to  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  army 
as  well  as  to  tbe  other  officers  ot  tbe  Govern- 
ment. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  J.  R.  INGBRSOLL, 
tbe  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  AavoLD^s  motion 
to  commit  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole; 
and  it  was  decided  in  tbe  affirmatiye  by  a  majority 
of  70  to  56.  Tne  motion  to  print  was  also  agreed 
to. 

FOREIGN  TARIFF  LAWS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  were  some  commu- 
nications yesterday  received  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment, one .  of  which  showed  ihe  modifications  of 
their  tariff iaws  by  ceitain  foreign  countries.  Of  this 
document,  he  now  moved  tbe  printing  of  five 
tbouiand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  if  that  mo- 
tion wax  io  order. 

Tbe  SPE/lKER  said  it  was  not,  if  objection  were 
made. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.    Then  I  object. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  tbe  document  related  to 
our  commerce  wiib  Canada,  and  was  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and,  therefore,  be  would  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  for  tbe  reception  ol  his  resolu- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  suspend,  and  the  motion  to  print 
5.000  extra  copies,  were  both  agreed  to. 

UNITED    STATES   DISTRICT   COURT  AT 

WHEELING. 

Mr.  STEENROD  gave  notice  of  bis  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  tbe  act, 
passf  d  at  the  last  session  ot  Congress,  establishing 
a  district  court  of  ibe  United  States  at  Wheeling, 
Virginia, 


WATER-ROTTJED  HEMP. 

Ml.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  tbe  petition  of 
Henry  S.  Smith  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  praying  tbe  appo'mtment  (>f  a 
permanent  agent  for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp  in  Platte  county,  Missouri. 

He  also  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  five  members;  which  was  agreed  to. 

NEW    YORK    CUSTOMS    AND    CASH  DU- 
TIES. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  oSered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to:    ^ 

Reaoloed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamiry  be  directed 
to  Inform  this  Houm  what  portion  of  the  revenue,  receired 
from  cnetoora  iince  the  aOih  day  of  June  laet,  accioed  from 
bonda  given  for  ttie  payment  of  dutiea  on  importationa  Qiade 
previoua  to  that  period,  and  what  portion  conaisied  of  caah  du* 
tiea  on  Importa  entered  aince  that  peried;  and  whether  any 
bonda,  aken  l>efore  the  commencement  of  the  caah  ayatem,  on 
the  let  of  July  laatf  atill  renudn  ouiatandinc:  and,  if  ao,  what 
la  the  amount  thereof^  and  how  much  of  saTd  amount  may  rea- 
aonably  be  expected  to  be  collected  within  the  said  iweJTa 
m(mth8. 

Mr.  TOLAND  desired  to  present  a  memorial. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  if  memonals 
could  not  be  presented  without  interrupting  tbe  busi- 
ness of  tbe  House,  under  a  rule  of  the  last  scs- 
sionl 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  they  could  be  presented, 
but  not  printed,  without  an  order  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  tbe  motion 
to  print;  and  tbe  subject  was  dropped. 

NATIONAL    WAR   AND   COMMERCIAL 
STEAM  VESSELS. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  cffered  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Metotvedt  That  a  eelect  committee  of  five  be  aopointed  to 
take  hito  conaideratlon  the  expediency  of  aiding  indfvidoala  or 
companiaa  in  tbe  eatabliahment  of  Haea  of  ateam  veaaela,  fn 
the  puipoae  of  traoaponiog  ttie  mail  between  aome  of  our  ptin- 
cipal  Northern  and  Sonibem  porta,  to  foreign  porta,  on  the 
lakea,  and  the  MiaairaippI  river— aaid  veaeela  to  be  canatructed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  aa  war  atramera. 
and  at  all  limeaaubject  to  ita  cooirol^  under  auch  attpulaiiona  a4 
may  be  provided  by  law.  Also,  to  inquire  In;o  the  expediency 
of  employing  ateamera  in  the  revenue  service,  and  uniting  it  to 
the  navy;  and  uaing  iron  in  the  conatruciioa  of  aatd  vaaaela:  and 
report  by  bill  or  otherwiaa. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  that  a  part  of  this  sub- 
ject was  already  under  tbe  consideration  of  a  com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  conceive  that  any  bsrm  could 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  this  subject* 

Mr.  ADAMS  reminded  tbe  House  that  the  sub* 
jeet  of  establishing  a  line  of  steamers  between  this 
country  and  France,  (jointly  with  that  nation,)  was 
brought  before  tbe  House  at  tbe  last  session,  by  a 
message  from  tbe  Eiecuti7e;  that  message  was  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  they 
reported  a  resolution  favorable  to  the  project,  by 
calling  upon  tbe  Department  of  State  to  report  at  this 
session  tbe  probable  expense  of  such  a  plan;  be 
hoped,  therefore,  this  resolution  won  la  be  postpon* 
ed  until  that  resolution  bad  been  replied  to. 

Mr.  KING  of  G«*.orgia  was  aware  of  the  direc- 
tion which  the  resolution  alluded  to  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  fiom  Massachusetts  had  taken,  at 
the  last  session;  and,  so  far  as  regarded  tbe  com* 
munication  across  tbe  Atlantic,  he  should  agree 
with  bim,  that  that  portion  of  the  resolution  be 
bad  tbe  honor  to  submit  might  be  stricken  out. 
There  were,  however,  other  ports  with  which  it 
might  be  iiDportant  to  establit»b  communications^ 
by  the  means  of  steam  vessels.  It  was  true  that 
•be  French  Government  were  engaged  in  establish- 
ing fourteen  steamers  for  a  line  across  tbe  Atlantic; 
and  bin  insertion  of  foreign  ports  in  his  resolution 
was  with  no  view  of  coming  in  conflict  with  them. 
He  conceived  that  it  might  be  of  tbe  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  country  to  establish  a  line  of  steam- 
boat communication  l>etween  New  York  and  Cha- 
gres,  or  some  other  point  on  tbe  Pacific;  and,  in 
inserting  foreign  ports  in  bis  resoluiion,  he  bad  that 
route  in  view  solely,  and  not  France.  There  were 
also  various  imperiant  poists  on  the  lakes,  as  well 
as  on  tbe  Mississippi,  at  which  steamboat  lines 
might  very  advxntageously  be  established.  How 
desirable  it  might  be  in  time  of.p.^aee,  so  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  the  Navy  and  Post  Office  De- 
partments, by  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  steam- 
boat lines,  tbe  vessels  of  which  might  be  converted 
into  armed  steamers  in  time  of  war,  would  be  the 
proper  subject  of  inquiry  for  tbe  committee. 
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Mr.  K.,  in  cooelnsioii,  said  that  he  would,  at  ihe 
BOggesdon  of  ihe  geDtlPOiao,  strike  out  the  words 
'^foreign  ports,*'  thoagh  he  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  doing  so;  for  inronnatien  woald  desirable, 
come  from  wba'ever  quarter  it  might. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  entirely  con- 
curred with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  a^  to  the 
propriety  and  ezpedieocy  of  such  an  inquiry  as  he 
had  suggested.  He  had  now  in  his  possession  a 
petition  from  a  gentleman  residing  on  the  Pacific, 
pointing  out  the  importance  of  a  mail  communi- 
cation between  this  country  and  the  Pacific,  through 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  should  present 
that  petition  at  the  firat  opportunity  allowed  him 
to  do  80. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  l>egged  leave  to  add,  that 
he  tao  had  receifed  various  communications,  which 
he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  present- 
ing. It  was  not  unknown  to  the  House,  that  at 
the  last  session  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
and  referred  for  the  action  of  a  committee.  He 
hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee. 

The  quesrion  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland, 
the  petition  to  which  be  had  just  referred  was 
committed  to  the  Select  Committee  ordered  by  the 
abov«mentioned  resolution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  moved  to  discharge  the 
Comipittee  of  the  HVhoie  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (No.  199)  to  change  the  place 
of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  objected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  moved  ihe  suspension  of  the 
mles^  which  motion  was  carried;  and  the  previous 
motion  of  Mr.  F.,  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  bill,  was  agreed  to;  and. 

After  a  short  discussion  between  Messrs.  FES- 
SENDEN and  RANDALL,  the  bill  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  then  mo7ed  that  the  bill  be 
put  upon  its  passage;  but 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  objecting,  it  was  laid  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  he  gave  notice  the 
other  day  that  he  should  this  day  move  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  act- 
ing on  the  bill  providing  indemnity  for  French  spo- 
liations prior  to  1800.  That  bill  (Mr.  A.  said) 
atood  first  on  the  calendar,  and  he  now  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commfftev  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  op. 

Mr.  PICtf  ENS  inquired  whether  this  proposi- 
tion took  precedence  over  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  ME  DILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayf?, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
resulted  in  yeas  88,  nays  99,  as  follows: 

TEA.9— MeMra.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ay> 
ctigg,  Bftbcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Borden,  Brigga, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumeii,  Childs,  Chitten- 
den, John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranscon,  Cravens,  Cushing,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gates, 
Gerry,  Oiddingi,  Patrick  (>.  Qoode,  Granger,  Gustine,  Hall, 
Henry,  Holmes.  Hodson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Tngersoli,  Jiiseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  JameA  Irvin,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
Kefm,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  May- 
nard,  Morganj  Morris,  Morrow,  Oslmrna,  Parmenter,  Plomer,  * 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  A.  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway, 
Roosevelt.  James  M.Russell,  iF^alionstall,  Sanford,  Stade,  Tru- 
man Smiin,  Bnvder,  8iaoly,  Siokely,  fltrmton,8umier,8wenev, 
Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Torolinson,  Trumbull,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher 
n.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood, 
Aufrustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 68. 

NAYS —Messrs.  Landafl*  W.  Andrews.  Arnold,  A rrington, 
AtherUHi,  BIrdseye,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O. 
Batter.  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Campbell.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruihers, 
Cary,  Caaev,  ClifTord,  Marit  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett 
Davis,  RIchanI  D.  Davis,  Dawson, Dean,  Deheiry,  Doig,  East- 
man, Egbert,  Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance, 
Gentry,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Harris,  Hastfnas, 
Hays,  Ilopkms,  Houck,  Houston,  Howard  Hubard,  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Liiilefield,  Lowell  .Robert 
McClellao,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall  Samson 
Mason,  Mathews,  Mattocks.  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller.Miichell, 
Moore,  Newhard,Owsley,  Patridge.  Payne.Pickens,  Pope,  Ray- 
ner,  Read,  Reding,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers  W.  Rus- 
stU,  Satyiders,  9bawy  Bb«pp6rd|  Bteenrod,  Alex.  H.  H.  Btoart,  ■ 


John  T.  Stuart,  Bummers,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tretii, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Waiiersoo,  Wellor,  and 
Wesibrook-99. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committde  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  notice  he  had  given,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  the  bill  in  reJaiion  to  the  congrefsional 
districts. 

Objection  was  made. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

On  mo:ion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  House  took 
jip  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  House  at  length  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
CusBiNO.]  He  had  supposed  that  the  present  ses* 
aion  was  to  be  devoted  entirely  to  business,  and  the 
progress  made  thus  far  had  confirmed  his  expeeta* 
tjons.  No  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  make  the 
hall  of  the  House  an  arena  for  party  conflicts  had 
appeared  until  yesterday,  when  the  remarkable 
spectacle  was  exhibited  of  a  special  friend  of  ihe 
present  Administration  conuiig  here  to  throw  fire- 
brands into  the  House,  and  to  charge  the  majority 
with  neglecting  the  public  business.  This  charge 
of  neglect  of  the  public  business  by  the  Whig  par- 
ty was  the  war-cry  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  throughout  its  progress,  at  its  close, 
and  duriog  the  recess.  It  seemed  that  the  same 
war-cry  was  now  to  be  resumed. 

At  the  close  of  the  extra  session,  the  country 
was  told  that  the  President  would  propose  meas- 
ures of  relief  to  a  suffering  country.  A  measure 
was  presented  at  the  next  session,  and  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  Presi- 
dent, who  bad  ample  opportunities  to  digest  if. 
This  committee,  after  mutilating— -that  was  the 
word— the  plan  of  the  President,  made  a  report, 
which  i^as  allowed  to  sleep  upon  the  table,  without 
any  attempt  to  have  it  taken  up,  until  near  the  end 
of  the  long  session. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  here  rose,  and  remarked  that 
the  gentleman  was  in  error  as  to  this  statement. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed.  The  country  had 
been  constantly  told  that  the  Whig  party  was 
responsible  for  the  want  of  proper  legi!»lation 
by  Congress;  that  they  were  derelict  from  their 
duty.  He  had  supposed  that  this  warfare 
would  have  ceased,  and  that  all  prejudices 
would  be  surrendered  up  upon  the  common  al- 
tar of  pairiotipm;  but  it  seemed  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  taken  a  special 
occasion  to  evince  a  contrary  course  of  condoct. 
The  gentleman  seemed  to  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  auctioneer  for  this  bankrupt  Administra- 
tion, and  he  took  it  that  the  gentleman  would  be 
entitled  to  a  good  part  of  its  pfi^ects.  This  was 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  any  civilized  coun- 
try 4hat  a  Qovemment  bad,  through  the  person  of 
its  acknowlecigcd  leader — a  man  doing  most  of  its 
speaking,  and  much  of  its  thinking — stalked  into 
a  representative  assembly,  and  openly  put  up  tte 
Administration  in  the  common  market  to  the 
h'ghest  bidder !  The  gentleman  too,  spoke  by  an- 
thoiity,  and  not  on  mere  idle  rumor.  His  positions 
were  not  thoughtlessly  taken,  for  they  Tallied  with 
the  declarations  in  his  Newboryport  speech,  where- 
in he  afl^rmed  that  the  President  had  wished  to 
declare  that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  a 
second  term.  From  whom  did  he  receive  this  in- 
formation? Of  course,  he  must  have  received  it 
from  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  be- 
cauve  they  alone  could  have  furnished  it. 

He  referred  to  the  fact,  that  it  was  formerly 
charged  that  a  large  number  of  applications  for 
office  were  on  file  from  Whie>,  and  to  the  action  of 
the  House  on  this  charge.  The  House  had  called 
on  the  President  for  the  names  of  these  applicants ; 
but  the  President  said  they  were  made  to  him  in 
confidence,  and  he  could  not  communicate  them 
to  the  House.  How  did  the  fact  of  these  applica- 
tions having  been  made  get  out,  unless  from  the 
President  himself?  No  sooner  was  the  President 
called  on  for  the  names,  than  he  threw  himself  up- 
on the  reserved  ground  of  confidence. 

He  next  referred  to  the  charge  that  nego'iations 
were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  Whig  members 
of  Con^resa  to  prodace  a  continnatioB  of  tbelate 


Cabinet  in  ofiSce.  So  far  as  he  was  concernedt  ht 
hurled  the  charge  from  him  with  indignation.  Ha 
believed  the  charge  wholly  unfounded,  and  called 
on  the  authors  of  it  to  name  the  men  who  bad 
made  any  such  proposition  to  the  Executive. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad  said  that 
ihe  Whig  party.-K)f  which  he  was  once  so  able  a 
defender,  and  so  distinguished  a  meml>er— was 
cow  prostrate,  with  its  banner  (railed  in  the  dust, 
by  the  power  of  the  Executive.  The  gentleman 
said  they  were  dashed  against  a  constitutional  fact. 
What  was  that  facti  The  v«to  power.  He  ob- 
served, it  was  the  duty  of  the  Presidjent  to  look 
around  him,  and  gain  support  where  he  conld;  re- 
ferring particularly  to  the  minority  on  this  floor. 
The  gentleman  also  told  the  minority  that  they 
would  be  dashed  to  pieces,  like  their  predeeesM>rs, 
unless  they  came  into  the  measures  of  the  Presi- 
dent; but  it  yet  remained  to  be  seen  whether  he 
would  get  a  bid.  Judging  from  the  expressioD  of 
opinion  by  the  leading  organ  of  the  Demoermtie 
party,  he  (Bfr.  T.)  was  inclined  to  think  that  no 
bid  woald  be  offered  by  a  portion  of  that  party. 
He  thought,  from  givings-out  in  various  quarters, 
that  the  President  would  ultimately  have  to  resort 
to  this  ^'constitutional  fact.''  to  .defend  himself 
against  a  large  portion  even  of  that  party.  Indeed,  it 
was  doubtful  whether  there  would  be  bidders  froa 
either  side. 

But  the  gentleman,  in  speaking  of  rthe  varioos 
candidates  for  the  Presidency,  had  declared  that 
there  were  persons  connected  with  the  Administra- 
tion, who  would  yet  be  heard  upon  that  subject. 
The  friends  of  this  Administration  had  already  been 
heard  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  portion 
of  this  Union.  They  were  constantly  declaring 
that  a  storm  was  brewing.  Now,  he  thought  the 
word  htmkrupt  was  the  only  word  applicable  to 
this  Administration; — an  Administration  which,  un- 
der the  voluntary  provision  of  the  bankrupt  law,  by 
itj  acknowledged  chief,  had  put  itself  op  in  market 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

He  recollected  well — though  he  was  yery  young 
at  the  time,  and  not  prepared  to  take  part  in  the 
political  discussions  of  the  day — that,  during  the 
Administration  of  the  distinguished  and  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.AoAMS,]  there 
arose  in  this  country  a  party,  who,  upon  the  bare 
supposition,  (which  was  dispelled  on  an  examina- 
tion of  the  facts) — upon  the  bare  suspicion  that 
there  was  what  was  called  a  bargain,  intrigue^  and 
management  between  the  then  head  of  the 
Administration,  and  another  distinguished  eiti- 
zen  who  was  a  member  of  his  CUtbinet,  made 
it  a  subject  of  the  most  bitter  and  vindictive 
denunciation.  Yet,  notwithstanding  that  this 
pan  of  our  history  was  still  fresh  in  the  reeol« 
lection  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachuaetia— 
when  we  see,  in  this  age  of  Republican  liberty,  a 
gentleman  descended  from  a  line  of  illnstrioua 
Revolutionary  ancestry— coming,  too,  almost  froa 
the  very  Cradle  of  Liberty,  and  acting  as  the  organ 
of  the  Administration  on  this  floor — lM>ldly,  shame- 
lessly, and  unbluthingly  offering  the  spoils  of  of- 
fice as  a  consideration  for  party  support,  we  may 
well  have  CAuse  for  alarm.  How  many  clerk* 
ships  were  there  in  Philadelphia  to  be  dispoaed  of 
in  this  manner?  Fronl  the  collector  down  to  the 
lowest  tide-waiter,  the  power  of  appointment  waa 
to  be  directed  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  the 
coming  Presidential  contest.  Who,  now,  wouM 
charge  the  Whig  party  with  shaping  their  meaa- 
ures  with  a  Tiew  to  the  elevation  of  a  particolar 
individual,  after  hearing  the  bold  And  open  avow- 
al from  the  gentleman  that  the  present  Admmia- 
iration  would  shape  their  measures  for  the  purpose 
of  operating  on  the  coming  contest?  Bat  (said 
Mr.  T.)  there  was  something  exceedingly  ridico* 
Ions  in  the  idea  of  the  Administration  party— and 
such  a  paity,  too!— -coming  into  the  Representative 
hall,  and  teltiog  its  members  that  it  had  the  power 
to  dispose  of  the  various  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
deDcy  at  its  pleasure,  aod  controlling  the  votes  of 
nearly  three  millions  of  freemen  by  meana  of  its 
veto  power,  and  the  power  of  appointment  and  rt- 
moval.  He  could  not  but  be  struck,  on  reading 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  this  morning,  with 
the  similarity  between  them  and  a  remark  made 
by  one  of  the  oflkera  of  bi9  own  DaU?e  StatCj 
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This  man  (a  constable)  id  serving  a  process "" 
OQ  tn  indJTidiial,  (a  stnrdy  farmer,)  found  some- 
what more  of  resistance  than  was  to  be  ex- 
pected in  that  land  of  steady  habits.  He  was 
rodely  shaken  by  the  party  arrested;  upon  which, 
with  an  assomption  of  great  dignity  and  import- 
ance, he  said:  '*I  woald  haveyou^to  nnderstaad 
that,  in  shaking  me,  yon  are  shaking  the  common- 
wealth "  80  it  was  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sa^asetts,  who  assumed  so  much  power  and  im- 
portance for  bis  party.  We  are,  said  he,  'Hhe 
fixed  fact**  around  this  Government  at  Washing- 
loa;  and  this  fixed  fact  wiJl  knock  yonr  brains  oat 
if  yon  don*t  eome  into  oar  support.  We  bide  one 
time;  we  see  yoni  disagreements,  and  oat  of  these 
disagreements  we  hope  the  President  will  have 
tone  control  over  futore  events;  while  the  distin- 
gnidied  men  aroond  him  will,  when  they  see 
pcoper,  '*nave  a  word  to  say.** 

This  idea  of  the  gentleman,  that  the  Administra- 
ticm  party  wrill  be  able  to  decide  between  the  two 
great  parties  wbich  divided  the  cooniry,  reminded 
him  or  an  anecdote  he  had  read  in  one  of  bis 
leboel-bboks.    A  Isrge  rooster  strutted  into  a  sta- 
ble, where  there  were  sev<!ial  horses,  and,  flaticr- 
iag  his  wings  with  great  importance,  said:  *  Let  as 
lake  care,  my  friends,  that  we  tread  not  on  each 
others  toes.**    The  gentleman,  with^equal  airs  of 
importance,  assumed  that  the  veto  power,  and  all 
the  appointments  and  removals,  were  so  to  be  di- 
rected as  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  coming  elec- 
tions of  1844.    All,  then,  that  the  gentleman  had 
hitherto  Mid  about  the  President's  conscience,  and 
the  moral  and  religions  obligation  that  was  on  him 
to  exercise  this  veto  power  in  the  case  of  the  bank 
bills,  was  vain  declamation;  since  he  now  avowed 
that  this  power  was  to  be  exercised  for  party  and 
political  purposes.    In  all  the  contests  between 
Qeaeral  Jackson  and  the  party  in  opposition  to 
him,  it  was  never  pretvoded  by  any  one  that  he 
Qsed  the  veto  power  for  the  purpose  of  operating 
on  the  elections.   It  was  charged  against  him,  that, 
in  the  use  of  the  power,  he  set  his  own  will  up  in 
opposition    to  that   of  the  people,  as  expressed 
throDgh  their  representatives  in  Congress,  and  in 
carrying  out  the  Constitution  as  he,  and  not  they, 
understood  it;  but  no  one  ever  charged  him  with 
using  it  for  party  and  political  purposes.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  complained  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  been  badly 
treated;  and  that  he  himself  had  been  badly  treated 
by  the  Whig  party.    The  gentleman  said  yester- 
day that  be  and  his  friend  from  Virginia,  who  sat 
near  him,  [Mr.  Wise,]  had  been  grossly  abased — 
had  been  called  traitors. 

Bir.  CUSHING  begged  leave  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. He  made  no  complaint;  hot  said  that 
his  friend  from  Virginia  and  himself  had  had  more 
than  their  share  of  the  obloquy  which  fell  on  all 
pDblic  men. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  If  the  gentleman 
did  not  complain  yesterday,  he  would  go  back  to 
former  timcF,  when  he  did  complain.  He  would 
refer  to  his  speech  to  bis  eonsiiiuents,  and  to  his 
speech  at  the  last  eefslon,  when  he  complained 
that  a  caucus  dictation  had  arben  which  directed 
the  most  bitter  and  violent  denunciations  against 
him,  and  the  Administration  wiih  which  he  acted. 
Tet,  notwithstanding  this  charge  against  the  Whig 
party,  the  gentleman  complained  of  being  badly 

treated. 

The  gentleman  commenced  this  WAr  himself. 
When  the  members  ofthe  Whig  party  Cplt  them- 
selves bound  to  declare  that  they  absolved  them- 
selves from  all  connexion  with  the  President,  and 
that  they  would  be  no  longer  responsible  for  his 
measures,  the  gentleman,  in  a  speech  on  that  floor, 
said  that  they  bad  been  compelled  to  take  that 
coarse  by  caucus  dictation.  The  manifesto-Wh*gH 
of  the  extra  session  proclaimed  to  the  world  that 
they  owed  no  farther  obligation  to  support  the  ad- 
miaiatration  of  President  Tyler;  that  be  had  soiled 
the  pure  ermine  which  had  been  thrown  around 
him;  that  be  brought  rebuke  ?nd  degradation  on 
the  office  he  filled;  and  that  they  could  no  longer 
be  rtspoosibfe  for  his  administration.  We  were 
Dot  ashamed  <said  Mr.  T.)  logo  before  the  country 
and  tell  the  people  that  we  were  disappointed  in 
the  man  whom  we  had  elevated  to  power;  and,  in 


all  the  subsequent  developments  of  his  policy,  our 
predictions  were  folly  Verified.  Referring  to  Mr. 
Spencer*8  letter,  Mr.  T.  said  that,  supposing  the 
President  did  make  a  proposition  to  his  Cabinet 
that  he  would  decline  being  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, did  it  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  other  facts  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
were  authorized  to  be  inferred  by  him?  All  that 
took  place  on  that  occasion  would  have  been  con- 
sidered, by  any  man  of  common  intelligence,  as 
perfectly  incongruous  with  the  matter  then  before 
the  Cabinet.  If  the  President  was  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government,  (as  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,)  how  supremely  ridicu- 
lous was  it  for  him  to  declare  that  he  would  not 
be  eoasidered  a  candidate  for  re-election,  just  be- 
cause his  opinions  were  at  variance  with  those 
held  by  another  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  relation  to  the  bank  bilb,  Mr.  T.  said  that  the 
Secretary  of  State,  [Mr.  Webster,]  in  a  letter  written 
by  him  nearly  at  the  close  of  that  session,  was  the 
first  who  intimated  a  desire  for  the  postponement 
•f  that  question:  he  said  it  was  the  President's  de- 
sire that  the  bank  bills  should  be  postponed  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  same  thing  was 
communicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts himself  to  his  constituents;  and  yet,  with 
these  facts  staring  him  in  the  face,  the  Secretary 
of  War  said  that  the  proposition  came  from  the 
Whig  party  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  bank  bill,  on  the  condition  that  the  President 
would  retain  the  members  of  his  Cabinet  in  office. 

But  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  T.  said)  most  singu- 
lar that  the  doctrines  held  by  the  gentleman  in 
1834,  on  the  subject  of  the  veto  power,  could  have 
been  uttered  by  a  gentleman  who  now  regarded  it  as 
the  mere  instrument  of  party,  to  be  used  to  operate 
on  the  elections  to  be  held.  fdj.  T.  here  read  co- 
pious extracts  from  a  s:peeeh  delivered  by  Mr.  C, 
in  1834,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  in  wbich  the  exercise  of 
the  veto  power  by  General  Jackson  was  comment- 
ed on  with  much  severity.  After  some  further  re- 
marks, Mr.  T.  said  he  had  one  inquiry  to  make 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  remain- 
ed now  for  the  country  to  know  who  it  was  on  that 
floor  that  was  prepared  to  receive  this  proffer  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  for  executive  sup- 
port. The  centleman  bad  not  made  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  Whig  party,  for  he  told  them  that  they 
had  butted  their  brains  out  against  the  bucklers  of 
executive  authority;  but  he  understood  him  as  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  .minority.  It  remhined, 
therefore,  for  them  to  tell  the  country  whether  they 
were  prepared  to  consummate  the  alliance  thus 
proffered.  In  propositions  of  this  nature,  rilence 
was  sometimes  considered  as  giving  consent^nd  it 
became  theni,  therefore,  to  speak  out,  lest  their 
silence  might  be  taken  as  an  acceptance  ot 
the  proposals.  The  leading  organ  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  told  them  this  morning  that  that 
branch  of  it  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  alliance;  but  he  wished  to  hear  what  was  said 
on  that  floor  on  the  subject.  He  did  hear  one  gen- 
tleman say  that  he  had  a  great  mind  to  make  a  bid, 
but  he  was  afraid  that  the  people  would  not  sanc- 
tion the  bargain.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts came  out  boldly  and  openly  with  bis  pro 
position.  He  put  the  Administration  up  to  the 
highest  bidder,  pnd  played  the  auctioneer  with  con- 
siderable fkill  and  ability.  "Going,  going,"  said 
the  gentleman;  *<can*t  I  get  a  higher  bidi"  [Laugh- 
ter, and  cries  of  **A  postponed  sale.'*] 

The  gentleman  exalted  in  the  fkte  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  told  them  with  much  satisfactioo  that 
their  party  was  destroyed.  Now,  let  him  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, in  the  utmost  sincerity  of  his  heart,  whether  he 
did  not  feel  some  little  mortification  and  regret  when 
he  f aw  the  banner  under  which  he  had  so  often 
rallied  trailing  in  (he  dust,  and  trampled  under  the 
feet  of  those  against  whom  he  had  fought  for  so 
many  years? 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  not  distinctly  heard 
by  the  reporter.  Mr.  T.  took  his  sear. 

Mr.  EVERETT  obtained  the  floor,  and,  with  a 
few  preliminary  remarks,  moved  the  previoas 
question.  Before  taking  the  question  on  this 
motion,  however,  Mr.  E.  asked  that  there  might 
be  a  call  of  the  House. 


Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Indiana  appealed  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  until  he,  or  some  gentleman 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  could  b^  heard  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  EVERETT  refused  to  comply. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said,  if  he  could  make  no  bet« 
ter  arrangement,  he  would  undertake  to  renew 
the  motion,  if  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  insisted  on  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  tellers  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  Tellers,  how- 
ever, were  not  appointed;  and  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  was  negatived. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House.  The  question  of  repealing  the  bankrupt 
law,  he  said,  had  created  considerable  sensation  m 
tha,t  House.  He  originally  voted  against  the  pas* 
sage  of  that  law,  but  not  because  he  was  opposed  to  a 
well-regulated  bankrupt  system;  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  repeal  bill,  because  he  conceived  a 
large  majority  of  the  American  people  had  decided 
against  the  bill  as  it  was.  But  he  was  free  to  say 
that  he  believed  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion had  dene  its  worst;  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  who  was  its  advocate, 
it  had  answered  the  purpose  of  its  passage;  or 
rather,  he  (Mr.  K.)  might  say,  the  purpose  of 
those  who  passed  it.  It  had  given  the  advantage 
to  many,  who  were  not  entitled  to  it,  to  get  rid  of 
their  honest  debts;  and  now,  when  the  time  had  ar- 
rived at  which  many  honest  men  would  take 
advantage  of  its  provisions,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
He  responded,  then,  fully  to  the  observation  of 
the  'gentleman  from  Vermont — that  it  had  accom* 
plished  its  object;  and  he  (Mr.  K.)  would  now 
vote  against  its  repeal,  if  on  this  bill  they  could 
engraft  a  good  one— one  that  would  be  prospective 
in  its  operation,  and  that  should  include  corpora- 
tions within  its  provisions.  But,  as  he  had 
said,  he  should  now  vote  for  the  repeal  bill» 
because  the  American  people  had  said  it  must  be 
repealed.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say 
that  the  manner  and  the  mode  of  the  passage/Of 
that  law  were  objectionable  to  him,  and  the  House 
must  exct^se  him  if  he  spoke  plainly  on  that  sub- 
ject. What,  then,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  bill  became  the  law  of  the  land?  He 
understood  one  purpose  to  be,  that  it  might  be  the  > 
means  of  passing  other  laws^that  "was  the  under- 
standing he  had  at  the  lime  of  its  passage;  but  be 
had  since  heard  it  avowed  by  members  on  that 
floor — not  in  their  capacity  as  members,  certainly—* 
that  it  was  passed  to  carry  the  elections  in  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Maine. 

He  now  understood  that  it  was  feared  by  Whig 
gentlemen  on  that  floor,  that,  unless  they  passed 
the  bankrupt  law,  the  Whig  party  would  lose  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Mitine;  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  Whigs  carrying  those  States,  the 
banlcrupt  Is^w  was  enacted.  He  had  heara  some 
gentlemen  say  since,  that,  though  they  had  paid 
the  consideration,  they  bad  not  received  the 
equivalent,  [laughter,]  and  he  supposed  their  de- 
feat operated  on  some  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
prompted  them  to  this  summary  execution.  [Re- 
newed laughter]  Yes,  because  the  Whigs,  in- 
stead of  carrying  those  States  as  they  bargained, 
were  routed  "horse,  fool,  and  dragoons,'*  they 
would  take  back  the  bill.  [Laughter.]  Now,  if 
that  bill  was  passed  with  any  such  object,  it  was 
an  unholy  and  di»honorable  combination  to  be- 
tray the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

But  be  repeated,  the  mode  and  manner  of  the 
passage  of  that  bill  rendered  it  as  obnoxious  to 
him  as  the  principles  it  contained.  He  objected  to 
it,  first,  because  of  what  it  did  contain;  and,  seo> 
ondly,  because  of  what  it  did  not.  That  bill  ought 
never  to  have  been  made  to  operate  retrospectively, 
or  on  debts  already  contracted;  for  that  was,  in  ef- 
fect, to  repudiate  those  contracts,  and  it  was  a  wi- 
ping of  them  out  with  a  congressional  sponge.  On 
that  acconnt,  then,  it  became  odious  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  But,  further:  it  ought  to  have  con- 
tained a  provision  to  embrace  corporations  issuing 
paper  as  money;  and  it  became  odious  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  i\80  on  account  of  that  omission.   An4 
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henoe  the  people  demanded  its  repeal,  and  repealed 
it  mast  be.    So  much  for  the  bill  itself. 

That  debate  was  opened  wtth  a  long  lamenta- 
ble story  of  the  great  defeat  that  was  caused  to  the 
universal  Whig  party ;  and  be  (Mr.  Eemnedt)  ab- 
solutely felt  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  for  those  gen- 
tlemen, [laughter ;]  his  heart  was  warm  and  ten- 
der, and,  thoogbhe  conld  war  with  the  Wh'g  party 
—yea,  to  the  knife,and  from  the  knife  to  the  hilt — 
yet,  when  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
ward]  spoke  of  their  labors  so  dolorously — when  he 
spoke  of  their  labors  as  like  those  of  some  poor 
ereatore  (whose  name  be  had  forgotten)  who, 
l^ongh  a  lojig  summer  day,  rolled  a  barrel  full  of 
stones  up  a  hill,  [roars  of  laughter]  was  ihen  met 
by  somebody  who  knocked  them  down  again  : — 
yrjM,  when  he  heard  this  lamentable  story,  and 
this  iffltctive  comparison,  he  almost  shed  tears 
over  the  fall  of  the  <*  universal''  Whig  party. 
tRoars  of  laughter.]  Truly,  the  Whig  party  had 
bef  n  rolling  siones  op  the  hill  of  public  opinion  ; 
yea,  even  in  the  very  teeih  of  the  American  people, 
and  in  despite  of  tho^e  principles  whose  declaration 
had  been  made.  For  the  last  quarter  of  a  century 
they  had  been  rolling  them  up  with  innnen?e  labor, 
and  now,  verily,  they  were  knocked  back  again. 
[Laughter.] 

He  would  now  enter  into  that  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  been  called  the  ''desultory*' 
part.  [Laughter.]  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [lir.  CnsHiRo]  had  said  the  Whig  party 
had  broken  themselves  to  atoms  against  the 
buckler  of  Executive  power,  or  against  "a  con- 
stitutional fact."  [IJauehter.]  Now,  he  could 
tell  the  genilemin  from  Massachusetts  that  he  was 
mistaken,  and  he  [Mr.K  ]  would  correct  him;  for 
be  inteided,  as  he  went  along,  to  strike  both  at  the 
right  and  at  the  left.  The  gentleman  was  wrong, 
tlwn,  in  supposing  that  the  Whig  part?  had 
brok«n  themselves  into  atoms  against  either  Ei- 
ecutive  power.  Executive  vetoes,  or  "  a  constitu- 
tional fact***  No,  they  had  broken  themselves  to 
atoms  by  attempting  to  roll  stones  up  the 
hill  of  public  opinion.  The  truth  was,  the 
bankrupt  act,  together  with  divers  other  acts, 
were  concocted  and  carried  through  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
as  one  gralid  whole;  and  they  were  to  be  forced 
through  together.  He  (Mr.  K.)  admitted  that  a 
great  effbrt  was  made;  and  he  would  admit,  if  gen- 
tlemen believed  those  mea^^nres  were  intended  tor 
the  public  good,  that  they  did  themselves  great 
credit  in  forcing  them  through;  for  he  believed,  if 
his  constituents  meant  him  to  do  a  thing,  he  would 
do  it  with  all  his  might.  But,  with  those  frentle- 
men,  it  was  a  mistake  that  the  American  people 
had  ever  decided  in  favor  of  those  measures.  The 
truth  wa9,  that  in  the  last  campaign  they  played  a 
game  of  ''hide  and  go  seek;**  they  put  candidates 
on  their  ticket  of  unknown  politics — men  who  could 
be  said  to  be  one  thing  in  one  part  of  the  country, 
and  another  thing  in  another  part;  and  thus  they  ral- 
lied that  portion  of  fhe  community  that  was  with  nei- 
ther party,  and  thus  they  weie  enabled  to  break 
down  the  solid  phalanx  of  Democracy.  Bat  soon  oc" 
curred  that  which  every  man  of  foresight  would 
have  anticipated — playing,  fighting,  and  quarreling 
with  each  other;  and  now  they  had  heard  threaten- 
ings  of  the  total  desti action  of  the  "universal** 
Whig  party.  But  the  party  to  which  h?  (Mr. 
Kbnitedt)  belonged  was  also  threatened  with  the 
dangsr  of  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  Executive  au- 
thority. He  did  not  speak  by  authority;  but  he 
spoke  as  one  of  the  52,000  or  53,000  Democrats  of 
the  Hoosier  State— and  he  was  the  only.one  that 
had  the  right  to  speak  there,  [laughter]— and  he 
would  say,  that  if*  he  must  bid  at  all,  he  .should  be 
cautions  to  ascertain  whether  the  bids  were  to  be 
called  out  verbally  or  in  writing;  for,  in  the  fir«t 
case,  he  should  be  afraid  of  a  want  of  authority 
to  make  the  offer;  and,  in  the  next  place,  he 
should  fear  a  forgery.  So  far,  however,  as  the 
Democracy  that  he  represented  on  that  floor  was 
concerned,  he  could  say  that  they  had  no  political 
alliances  to  form  with  any  men — 'hey  had  no 
threats  to  fear  from  any  quarter — for  tbey  had  but 
one  set  of  uniform,  straight-forward  principles; 
and  so  far  as  the  Executive  was  concerned,  or 
^ybody  with  the  Bxecative^— so  far  as  that  Execu- 


tive would  carry  out  the  principles  of  their  party, 
so  far  would  they  stand  by  him,  and  not  an  inch 
further.  But,  for  himself  and  his  constituents,  he 
must  say  that  they  were  above  the  acceptance 
of  office.  If  oae  of  his  DemocraMe  friends 
should  ask  him  (Mr.  K.)  to  use  his  influence 
to  get  that  friend  an  office,  he  would  reply,  No,  sir. 
And  why?  B(  cauf^e  he  thought  it  was  not  rig^t  that 
tbey  should  hold  office  utider  this  Administration. 
Nor  did  he  think  it  right  that  th«>y  should  hold  of- 
fi<re  under  the  late  Administration,  when  the  de- 
ceased Executive  was  in  the  presidential  chnir;  and 
for  reasons  which  he  had  avowed,  both  there  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  world.  He  held  that  John  Tyler 
was  rigbt  in  putting  only  such  men  into  office 
as  would  give  a  fair,  and  candid,  and  liberal  sup- 
port to  bis  Administration — if  such  could  be  found. 
[Roars  of  langh'er  ]  He  (Mr.  KsiHNXDv)  cared 
not  who  the  Executive  might  l>e.  No  one  would 
hear  him  denounce  the  Executive  for  putting  such 
persons  in  office,  and  removing  those  of  an  oppo- 
site description.  It  was  right  that  it  should  be  so ; 
for  the  Executive  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Admioistraiion,  and  he  ought  to  carry  cuS  as  he 
had  the  responsibility  of,  his  own  measures. 
Should  he  be  told  that  there  should  be  enemies  in 
the  camp,  to  undermine  the  measures  which  the 
Executive  designed  for  the  good  of  the  country? 
No;  it  would  be  suicidal.  He^  therefore,  said  to 
his  Democratic  friends  that,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  believed  it  to  be  right  that  John  Tyler*^ 
friends  should  have  the  offices  if  they  were  quali* 
fled  to  discharge  the  duties  and  to  give  faithful 
services  to  the  country.  But  to  return  to  another 
question.  He  knew  not  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  C(7SHino]  intended  to 
horrify  them  with  the  threat  of  vetoes  to  be  exer- 
cised hereafter,  when  the  Democratic  party  should 
have  the  majority  on  that  floor;  but,  as  he  under- 
stood him,  the  gefltleman  from  Massachusetts  spoke 
to  the  effect  that  the  Whi^s  had  been  in  power  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  they  had  passed  a  United  States 
B«ink  bill,  and^  other  adverse  measures,  which  the 
President  had  vetoed;  and  those  vetoes  bad  de- 
stroyed that  party.  The  Democrats  were  coming 
into  power;  for  they  would  have  a  majority  in  the 
next  Congress:  and,  if  they  persisted  in  adhering 
to  their  old  false  notions  in  favor  of  a  sob-treasury, 
instead  of  taking  the  exchequer,  (which  was  the 
next  thing  to  a  sob  treasury;  and,  if  they  would 
leave  it  with  him  for  a  few  minuses,  he  would  make 
it, a  good  one,)  they  would  be  vetoed  too.  He 
knew  not  whether  this  version  was  the  correct  one; 
but  he  wou:d  tell  that  gentleman  what  his  (Mr. 
Kennei7T*s)  own  views  were  on  that  subject.  He 
did  not  expect  to  be  in  the  next  Congress  at  all;  he 
was  told  that  his  constituents  had  some  objection, 
[laughter:]  if,  however,  it  should  be  his  good  or 
bad  fortune  to  be  a  member  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, he  should  vote  for  just  such  meas- 
ures as  coinciled  with  his  judgment,  right  or 
wrong.  If  right,  and  the  Executive  approved 
them,  well  and  good;  but  if  the  Executive  vetoed 
them,  he  would  tell  the  Houe  what  he  would  not 
do; — he  would  not  turn  round  and  commence  a  de- 
nunciation of  the  Executive;  he  would  not,  be- 
cause the  President  had  crossed  his  purposes,  by 
a  frank  discbarge  of  what  he  honestly  conceived 
to  be  his  doty,  take  advantage  of  that  circum- 
stance, to  tear  in  pieces  the  Constitution  which 
governed  his  country.  He  would  tell  gentlemen 
that  he  looked  upon  the  Constitution  as  the  great 
palladium  of  his  conntry*8  safety.  He  would  also 
say,  that  if  he  were  consulted  in  the  future  opera- 
tions of  Congress,  he  would  not  give  him  occasion 
to  use  the  veto  power  against  theni. 

He  had  noticed  what  effect  the  conrse  which 
had  been  pursued  had  had  on  the  Western  people; 
and  if  there  was  one  characteristic  vhich  the 
American  people  admired  more  than  another,  and 
which  they  would  rally  round  and  sustain  more 
than  any  other,  it  was  a  bold  and  fearless  discharge 
of  duty,  regardless  of  all  consequence*.  He  had 
never  seen  the  ftme  yet  (and  he  hoped  he  never 
f-hould  see  the  time)  when  the  veto  power  was  ex- 
ercised contrary  to  ihe  wish  of  the  majority  of  the 
people.  It  never  had  been  exercised,  that  the 
Americnn  people  had  not  rallied  ronnd  and  sus- 
tained it,    Tbey  rallied  by  insiiact  »ro«iid  the 


'  man  who  had  the  courage  to  take  the  respoDsibility 
of  his  duties.  General  Jackson  avowed  himself 
ready  to  'Hake  the  responsibility;**  and  what  armed 
that  m»i*s  arm,  and  strengthened  it  like  iron?  li 
was  that  fearless  characteristic  which  fave  evi- 
dence of  honesty  of  purpose. 

The  people  bslleved  him   to   be  honest  when 
he  had  the  nerve  to  do  what  he  believed  to  be  his 
duly,  regardless  of  all  coit»eqoences;  and  thus  it 
was  that  General  Jackson  became  the  idol  of  his 
country.    He  (Mr.  Kbnnedt)  had  no  diFpoaitioii 
to  make  John  Tyler  a  greater  man  than  GM  Al- 
mighty made  him ;  and,  therefore,  he  n«ver  should, 
80  far  as  he  was  concerned,  give  him  the  opportu- 
nity to  strike  the  Democratic  party  with  the  vetoes. 
All  hoped  they  would  get  a  man  that  would  ap- 
prove their  measures.    He  repeated,  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  make  John  Tyler  a  greater  man  tbao  be 
was  intended  to  be  by  God  and  namre;  hot  he  auist 
do  him  justice.    He  b°lieved  John  Tyler  was  an 
honest  kmd  of  an  old  soul ;    [roars  cf   laugh- 
ter;]   he    believed    John  Tyler    was  as  honest 
as  any  man  they  ever  had  or  wis>hed  tei  have, 
[laughter;]  he  did  not  think  that  John  Tyler  was 
as  great  a  man  as  General  Jackson  by  a  consider- 
able spell,  [roars  of  lau^^tcr.]    But  be  was  as  hon- 
est a  man  as  they  had  occasion  for,  [renewed 
laughter;]  and  he  believed  a  majority  of  the  people 
thought  so   too;  though  he  was  also  of  opinion 
that,  notwithstanding  all  the  storms  that   might 
be  raised  in  the  country,  he  would  never  again 
be  pat  into  the  presidential  chair.    No,  but  he 
would  be  permitted  to  retire  with  a  good  honest 
name.    [Laughter.]    It  was  true,  some  individ- 
uals would  bespatter  him  with  abuse,  and  attack 
his   character:  he  had  already  been   denonnced 
as    a    traitor — but    to    what?    To   his    country? 
r9o;  no  man  ever  dared    say  that  John  Tyler 
was  a  traitor  to  his  country.    Well,  then,  he  bad 
been  called  a  traitor  to  his  party;  and  the  very  men 
who  made  that  denunciation  were  the  men  who 
denounced  General  Jackson,  becaoF#  he  would  do 
what  bis  party  wished  him  te  do.    Now  he  (Mr. 
Kenmedt)  was  a  party  man;  he  was   radical  to 
the  root;  be  was  the  most  ultra  man  they  ever  saw; 
and  if  even  John  T>ler  could  get  the  nomination 
of  the  national  convention  which  tbey  were  to  have 
soon,  he  would  go  for  him.    His  colleague  [Mr. 
Thompson]  had  expressed  the  hope  that  he  might 
get  a  chance  to  attack  one  of  the  southern  pillars 
of  Democracy,  and,  if  that  wish  should  be  gratified 
by  the  nomination  of  that  distinguished  man,  he  [Mr 
Kxnmedt]  should  say  Amen;  and  for  that  chiefiain  he 
would  do  battle   with  as  much  pleasure  as  for  any 
gentleman  in  these  broad  States.  And  further,  if  his 
coUeague  supposed  that  that  gentleman  would  be 
the  most  weak  adversary  he  could  find  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic ranks,  if  he  became  their  standard  bearer, 
be  was  very  much  miMaken.    He  wonid  tell  the 
grnileman  further,  that  they  were  goicg  to  have  a 
great  national  convention,  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Piesideney;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  oh* 
taining  the  spoils,  crof  getting  over  that  *'fact** — 
[laughter]— for,  however,  pleasant  that  might  be,  it 
was  a  secondary  question  with  the  Democracy— but 
for  the  maintenance  of   certain   great  principles 
and  preat  measures  of  these  United  States.    [Cries 
of  *^Name  them.**]  Well,  he  Would  give  them  Fome 
of  them.]    Cries  of  **No,  no;  go  on.'*]    Well,  he 
supposed  they  were  pretty  well  known;  and  if  there 
were  any  gentlemen  there  who  were  not  acquainted 
with  Democratic  principle',  he  would  reft  r  them 
back  to  their  horn-books,  for  they  wer«  as  plain  as 
the  simple  elements  of  the  language  in  which  they 
were  written.    He  repfattd,  then,  that  they  were 
going  to  have  a  convention;  and,  ^henever  they 
met^  if  they  did  not  promu4gate  what  their  princi- 
ples were,  in  black  and  white,  so  that  every  man 
in  the  country  conld  be  informed,  he  (Mr.  K.) 
would  not  vote  with  them. 

But  when  they  were  published,  they  would  be 
found  to  be  no  rabble  medley  of  poli'ic.%  They 
would  not  avow  a  United  States  Bank  b^re,  and 
anti-bank  principles  there;  a  tar'ff  here,  and  anti- 
tariff  sentiments  there;  a  bankrupt  law  here,  and 
an  opposition  to  a  bankrupt  law  there;  diatiibuiioo 
here,  and  opposition  to  distribution  there.  He 
fought  in  no  such  ranks.  His  party *s  creed  would 
be  known  to  the  woild.    Tb«y  would  say  wha( 
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tbej  voold,  and  what  they  would  not  do;  and  if 
John  Tyler  cootd  answer  the  catechism,  and  get 
the  nomination  of  that  convention,  he  (Mr.  K  ) 
sapposed  be  wooM  be  good  enough  for  him, 
[Iiogbter,]  notwithstandifig  all  the  corrup  ion  with 
which  John  Tyler  bad  been  surrounded j  [renewed 
IiDghter;]  and  it  was  surprising  how  men  might  be 
corropted  by  bad  example.  [Roars  of  laughter.] 
But  the  fetoe^and  some  of  the  acts  of  John  Tyler, 
be  approved;  and  he  was  net  di^tposed  to^hut  the 
door  against  any  man  who  was  of  the  right 
sump. 

Let  the  House  only  think  for  a  moment  of  an 
idminist ration  with  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 
Spencer  as  its  high  priests,  endeavoring  to  rf  corn- 
mead  itself  to  the  Democracy.  [Laughter.]  He 
thought  it  would  be  as  easy  to  graft  a  crab  apple 
open  an  orange  tree»  as  to  make  Daniel  Webster 
a  Democrat.  [Laughter]  But.  he  believed  Mr. 
Webster  had  declared  somewhere  in  Virginia  that 
be  was  a  Democrat— a  Je^ersonian  Democrat. 
[k  voire:  "At  Patcbogue.*']  He,  for  one,  cen'^essed 
ibithe  was  prejudiced  against  him,  and  ever  had 
been.  It  was  not  until  lately,  when  he  was 
abused  and  denonnced  by  the  Whigs,  that  he  had 
begun  to  inquire  minutely  into  his  real  character. 
He  confessed  that  the  abuse  of  the  Whigs  had  led 
bin  to  believe  there  might  poissibly  be  some  vir- 
toe  in  Daniel  Webster,  after  all  that  had  been  said 
against  him,  and  notwithsiandiog  he  had  ever 
tboQghihim  apolitical  leper  from  head  to  foot. 
Birt  since  those  men  who  had  gone  and  drunk  Mr. 
Websier*s  wine  on  the  right  of  the  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  law — those  men  who  had  been  rnce  so 
gracious  with  him — bad  b<!gun  to  abase  him,  be 
(Mr.  K.)  had  looked  a  little  more  into  his  history. 
If,  upon  a  close  examination  of  his  life  and  char* 
icter,  he  could  find  one  green  $pot  to  rest  his  eye 
Dpon,  be  would  even  consent  to  admit  him  into  the 
Damoerattc  party;  but  only  as  a  private,  doing  bat- 
tle Id  the  ranks.  [Laughter  ]  As  to1>argain9,  he 
would  tell  his  colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  on  be« 
baJf  of  the  Democrats  of  the  Hoosier  State,  that 
they  would  make  none  whatever. 

He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
iiebuseus  [Mr.  Cosama]  as  having  set  up  (he  Ad- 
mlQistratioB  to  the  highest  bidder,  ali bough  he 
mast  confess  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  bad  a 
powerful  squinting  that  way.  [Laughter  ]  What 
be  understood  the  gentleman  to  state,  was,  that  the 
dominant  party  in  the  House  had  become,  by  its 
course  with  regard  to  the  President,  no  more  than 
a  faction;  that  thay  were  disposed  to  trample  nn- 
der  foot  all  regard  for  the  Constitution,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  in  order  to  put  down  Mr. 
Tjler,and  that  they  manifested  a  spleen,  unbecom- 
lag  ibe  character  of  American  Representatives.  He 
did  not  certainly  understand  the  gentleman  as 
meaning  any  more  than  that  John  Tyler,  thus 
situated,  and  thus  opposed  by  the  mejority 
ia  Congress,  should  carry  on  the  Government  by 
tbe  beat  means  in  bis  power.  John  Tyler  was 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  bound  to  per- 
(otm  his  duties  as  such.  It  was  immaterial  to  the 
people  who  was  President,  but  very  important  to 
tbem  that  the  Government  should  not  be  stopped. 
If  John  Tyler  found  the  Whig  party  ever  blocking 
bim  up,  and  opposing  all  rffbris  on  his  part  to  ad- 
minister the  Government,  he  (Mr.  K.)  held  that  it 
VIS  not  only  his  right,  bnt  his  duty,  as  President, 
to  look  beyond  that  party,  and  to  every  part  of  the 
coniinent,  for  aid. 

He  hoped  the  Democratic  party  would  not  lake 
the  le^poi^ibiiity  of  the  acts  of  the  present  Admin* 
is  cation.  ~  Yet  |)e  would  never  vote  against  any 
measure  whatever,  merely  en  account  of  its  beicg 
lecommended  by  John  Tyler.  He  should  vole  for 
vhalever  he  thought  right,  let  who  might  lecom* 
mend  \u  Nor  would  he  join  with  those  whose  ob- 
ject was  to  break  down  John  Tyler. 

After  the  general  ront  which  the  Whig  par'y 
bad  sustaii^ed  since  the  adjournment  of  the  la^i 
^^Ott  of  Congress,  he  had  supposed  they  would 
bare  been  taught  wisdom,  and  have  changed  their 
toae.  INluppfBg  was  beneficial  in  its  tffitct  upou 
cmldrf n  ggnctajty,  and  so  be  thought  it  would  be 
Qpoa  iheWUfS.  I^ever  did  It  painty  so  much  need 
(tkin^dowij.  Non^  was  ever  so  haughty,  eo  pre- 
tomlDg,  so  self-conceited.    Well  did  he  remember 


the  declaration  of  the  imperious  tenant  of  A^h- 
land,  that  the  Dem*  cratic  party  was  like  a  crimi- 
nal  under  tbe  gallows,  waiting  only  fcr  ihe  signal 
of  execution,  on  account  of  its  manifold  crimes  ! 
Yes!  the  Democratic  pariy  was  insul'.ed  and  uf- 
braided  by  a  lik  ning  to  Ihe  doomed  convict  with 
the  halter  a^»out  the  neck !  and  soch  were  the  ex- 
pressions uttered   in  relation  to  that  party  by  tbe 
sage  of  Ashland,  and  repeated  by  his  white  Char- 
lies all  over  the  country !    Indeed,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  whole  Whig  party  were  acting  as  a 
band  of  tyrants  during  ihe  extra^  and  even  at 
tbe  last  session  of  Congress.     At  these  sessions, 
all  freedom  of  discussion  was  efl!ectually  set  aside, 
the  gag  introduced,  and  the  legislation  of  this  hall 
made  to   play  second    fiddle  to    proceedings  in 
caucus.    But  he  must  in  a  measure  exculpate  his 
Whig  friends  for  what  they  had  done  so  badly.  He 
did  not  accuse  «them  of  having  perpetrated  all  the 
mischief  of  which  they  were  the  authoris  on  pur- 
postt  but  only  on  account  of  their  ienoraoce  of  the 
busine<«s  of  legislation.  They  knew  not  how  to  man- 
age. They  had  been  too  long  out  of  power.  They  bad 
been  on  the  grass  until  they  became  lank  and  lean. 
The  consequence  was,  that  their  conduct  at  every 
step  was  marked  by  excfsses;  and  such  a  tet  of  Ifgis- 
lators  he  hoped  never  again  to  see.    They  intro- 
duced the  hour  rule,  the  g;*?,  the  dictation  of  cau- 
cn5Sf  s;  and  manifested  a  high  degree  of  hauteur  in 
all  their  proceedings.    Supposing  that  they  had 
been  effectually  checked  by  the  late  election,  he 
had  written  to  his  friends  in  Indiana,  thaiihey 
were  cbopfallen  and    in  low  spirits — dashed  to 
aroms,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CusHiNo]  remarked.     He  hoped  that  the  fact  that 
congressional  President*makir>g  bad  broken  down 
'One  party,  ^oold  be  an  effectual  warning  to  others 
to  let  the  people  alone  make  Presidents  hereafter. 

He  next  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  n^anner  in 
which  this  personal  and  party  drba;e  had  begun, 
and  traced  the  origin  of  it  to  tbe  remarks  of  thegen- 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  who  poured 
oat  bile,  like  a  sluice,  against  tbe  present  Adminis- 
tration,and  what  he  termed  the  '^subterranean  Dem- 
ocrats." The  commencement  of  the  debate  lay  with 
theoppo5i(e  side  of  the  House;  and  he  (Mr.  K  )had 
never  known  the  time  of  the  H^uselo  be  consumed 
by  a  party  debate,  which  did  not  originate  with  the 
Whigs.  Heretofore,  during  the  present  session, 
smarting  under  their  recent  lashing,  they  had  f«  r- 
borne  to  enter  into  a  personal  and  party  debate. 
Of  late,  however, they  had  forgotten  their  whipping 
by  the  people,  and  launched  out  into  their  former 
violent  course.  Was  it,  then,  to  be  expected  that 
the  special  friends  of  Mr.  Tyler  would  sit  there 
and  quietly  hear  themselves  denounced  in  every 
manQcr,  and  on  all  occasions,  wiihont  attempting 
to  reply?  The  Whig  partv  showed,  throughout 
their  whole  conduct,  that  they  were  looking  too 
mnch  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  power  which  had 
fallen  upon  them  by  ace  dent.  He  could  assure 
them  that,  unless  they  changed  their  course,  such 
an  accident  would  never  happen  to  them  again. 
[Laughter.] 

In  speaking  for.  the  Democracy  of  the  Hoosier 
State,  he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from  M^ssa- 
chnsetts,  [Mr.  Cushino,]  as  well  as  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  that  there  was  no  danger  of  any 
bargain  being  consummated  with  John  Tyler. 
From  present  appearances,  he  believed  there  was 
as  much  prospect  of  the  nltrav  of  the  Whig  party, 
the  Clay  men — the  white  Charlies— coming  into 
the  Democratic  ranks,  as  there  was  of  the  Tyler 
men.  He  had  no  apprehension  of  any  bargain  be- 
ing entered  into.  The  Democrats  would  support 
any  measure  which  ihey  believed  to  be  right,  and 
calculaed  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  without  infringing  upon  the  Constitution- 
arid  none  other.  As  to  the  exchequer,  he  would  »ay 
that,  although  it  had  his  decided  preference  over  a 
national  bank,  yet  he  would  never  take  it  itt^prsf- 
erence  to  the  sub-treasury.  He  cared  not  for 
names,  and  should,  therefoie,  have  no  objection  to 
vote  for  the  sub-treasury  under  the  name  of  the 
exchequer.  Give  bim  a  pen,  and  in  five  minutes 
he  could  make  the  exchequer  similar  to  the  5.ub- 
treasuiy,  and  perfectly  acceptable  to  himself.  By 
strikiojg  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  find  in- 
serting the  body  of  the  old  sub- treasury  bill,  the 


exchequer  might  At  once  acquire  a  large  number  of 
fViends. 

He  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  ground  fakea 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusr* 
iNo]  against  the  veto  power,  when  used  by  General 
Jackson.  Why  did  that  gentleman  then  i^ar 
against  that  power?  This  warfare  against  the  con* 
btiiutional  poj^er  of  the  President  had  been  naaal 
in  the  country,  whenever  exercised  to  defeat  aojr 
action  of  Congress.  For  his  own  pat  t,  be  never 
wished  to  encounter  this  power  in  tlie  face  of  hla 
own  measures;  still,  never  would  any  warfare  that 
migl^t  be  carried  on  against  such  a  conservative 
power  induce  him  to  consent  to  its  being  stricken 
out  from  the  Constitution.  If  Mr., Tyler  was' 
wrong  in  using  this  power,  let  his  enemies  abuse 
his  act.  Let  tbem  contend  that  the  particular  oc- 
casion of  its  u.^e  was  improper  and  uncalled-for; 
but  not  attempt  to  tear  up  the  whole  power  from 
the  Constitution.  Let  them  not  mutilate  that  sa* 
cred  instrument,  merely  because  it  has  been,  in  m 
few  instances,  the  meaas  of  impeding  their  measarea* 

He  hoped  that  he  sh.uld  be  exonerated  from  tbo 
charge,  either  express  or  implied,  of  bargain  with 
the  present  AdmiDistralion.  His  colleague  [Mr. 
Thompson]  remarked  that  if  theDemocrats  satsilent, 
inasmuch  as  silence  gave  consent,  they  jv  ould  be  ta^ 
ken  as  having  consented  to  the  arrang  cment  propoaed 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Now,  as  ha 
knew  that  whatever  his  colleague  said  here  would 
be  published  and  r«ad  in  Indiana,  be  would  assure 
him  ihat,  in  early  life,  he  saw  the  effects  of  politi- 
cal bargains,  and  was  convinced  of  their  entire  ha- 
policy  and  itiapropriety..  It  was  the  supposed,  if 
not  real,  political  bargain  entered  into  sone  yeaia 
since,  that  effectually  caused  the  sun  of  Ashland  to 
set  forever.  He  (Mr.  K  )  had,  therefore,  resolv^ 
never  to  consent  to  any  political  bargain  wbalevert 
nor  (0  suffer  fai»  name  to  be  tainted  with  Euch  asns* 
picion.  A^  yet,  he  wa3  at  the  beginning  of  his  po« 
litical  life.  He  did  not  now  know  where  the  wavea 
of  politics  and  of  party  might  carry  him  hereafter; 
but  he  was  convinced  that  neither  he,  nor  any  par* 
ty  to  which  he  mij^ht  be  attached,  could  he  ever 
advanced  by  bargains  and  coalitions. 

His  colleague  had  very  artfully  contrived  to  say 
something  about  certain  leaders  in  tbe  Democratie 
party  at  the  South  aM  at  the  North,  and  to  bint  at 
a  coming  division  between  their  respective  friends* 
Now,  he  couid  assure  his  coHeagne,  that  if  he  ex- 
pected to  succeed  that  way,  he  would  fiod  himself^ 
in  the  result,  sadly  mistaken.  His  colleague  knew 
nothing  of  the  bands  which'bound  tbe  DemocrmtiQ 
party  together.  The  affections  of  that  party  to* 
wards  their  public  men  were  not,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, dependent  upon  their  geographical  location* 
Democracy  knows  no  disticetions  of  geography. 
Let  the  candidate  for  tbe  Presidency  come  from 
where  he  will,  there  will  be  no  differences  among 
them.  Let  the  nomination  fall  upon  whom  il 
may,  the  party,  whatever  their  individual  prefer- 
ences, will  rally  around  him.  The  Demooratio 
party  says  to  the  Whigs,  We  want  none  of  your 
interference;  mind  how  yon  interfere  with  ovr 
concernv;  if  you  continue  to  intermeddle  #iih  oa, 
we  will  unite  upon  any  man  that  is  true;  our  pre|a« 
dices  will  yield,  and  your  interference  but  bind  us 
closer  together. 

But  bis  colleagae  expected  thai  the  Whig  ptrty 
would,  in  its  turn,  be  benefited  by  the  ^'constita* 
tional  faot»"  when  the  Democrats  should  have  a  ma« 
jority,  at  the  next  Congress.  Let  him  indulge  this 
expectation,  if  be  wished:  he  (Mr.  K  )  thought  ha 
would  be  mistaken.  When  the  Democratic  con* 
vention  should  have  met,  and  settled  the  claims  of 
rival  candidates,  the  parly  would  be  found  united 
as  a  band  of  brothers.  His  colleague  would  then 
find  himself  mistaken  in  his  hopes  of  Democratic 
divisions,  and,  through  them,  ot  a  Whig  triumph 
—or  he  was  no  prophet. 

Mr.  WISE  next  oblained  the  floor,  and  moved 
an  adjournment;  bat  withdrew  the  moiion,  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  TRIPLBTT,  who  wished  to  have  entered  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House  on  yes* 
terday,refn9ing  to  employ  a  clerk  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures. 

The  motion  for  an  adjo\imment  was  then  re« 
newed,  and  carried. 
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IN  8ENAT£. 
Thursday,  December  29,  1843. 

Mr.  TALLMADQB  presented  three  memorials 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  remoBsiratiog  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act. 

Also  a  memorial  of  a  like  character  from  Roch- 
ester, New  York. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  letter,  accompanying  the  latter 
memorial,  remarked  that  the  memorial  was  signed 
without  distinction  of  party;  and  that  there  was 
l^reat  unanimity  against  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
but  in  favor  of  its  modification:  referred  to  the  Ja- 
dietary  Committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRAFTS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Abhael  Spalding,  asking  compensa- 
tion for  disbursing  money  as  pension  agent,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  pre»ented  a  petition  from  Seth 
Bwectser,  a  native  citizen  of  the  Un\ted  States, 
praying  Congress  to  establish  a  regular  line  o^ 
packets  to  Chagres,  and  an  overland  mail  to  Pana- 
ma; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  for  ihe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Messrs.  PORTER,  BERRIEN,  WHITE,  and 
WOODBRIDQE,  severally  presented  memorials 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Judic'ary  Committee. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
harl>or  at  Mil  waukie,  for  the  protection  of  the  com-* 
merceon  the  lakes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  same  quar- 
ier,  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  making 
no  appropriations  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  Wisconsin  of  this  year;  but 
asking  that  the  amount  which  would  be  necessa- 
rily appropriated  for  that  object,  for  the  past 
and  present  year,  'may  be  appropriated  and  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  building  one  or  more  harbors  on 
the  lakes:  refened  to  the  Co  Asittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SMITH,  frcm  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  remarked  that  a  petition  from  James  Trim- 
bull,  asking  the  privilege  of  relocating  a  military 
bounty  land  warrant,  and  for  a  pension,  was  re- 
ferred to  that  committee.  In  relerence  to  the  first 
branch  of  the  petition,  he  remarked  that  there  was 
a  general  law  in  existence,  which  provided  for  the 
matter;  and  as  the  second  branch  fell  within  the 
duties  of  the  Pension  Committee,  he  moved  that 
<the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  back,  from  the  sam«  com* 
mittee,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Monroe. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  Dr. 
Andrew  Welch,  asking  compensation  for  services 
rendered  certain  companies  of  Florida  volunteers 
in  the  year  1837;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  THE  SURPLUS  COPIES 
OF  THE  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  LIBRARY 
OF  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  to  author- 
ize the  distribution  of  part  of  the  surplus  copies  of 
the  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  mem- 
bers of  tbe  present  Congressr,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  the  pending 
question  from  yesterday  being  on  Mr.  Kiso^s  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  resolution  indefiaitoly. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  observed  that  be  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say  on  (he  subject,  as  he  conceived  the 
proposition  to  be  veiry  plain.  H6  was  as  much 
oppiosed  to  the  printing  or  purchasing  of  books  for 
distribution  as  any  one.  But  here  was  a  difiTerent 
ease;  the  books,  in  this  instance,  were  on  hand,  oc- 
cupying, most  inconveniently,  room  wanted  for 
other  purposes.  They  were,  in  fact,  an  in- 
combrance   to    the   library,  and   it    was   very 


desirabltf  to  get  rid  6f  them  in  some  way  ; 
and  tbe  committee  considered  the  mode  point- 
ed out  in  the  resolution  the  most  satisfactory 
and  useful.  There  are  700  surplus  copies  on  hand. 
The  resolution  proposes  to  give  to  each  member 
of  the  present  Congress  one  copy.  This  will  dis- 
pose of  only  about  300;  leaving  400  in  the  library, 
which  every  one  must  allow  will  be  enough  for  the 
use  of  those  who  may  have  occasion  for  them 
hereafter.  If  some  better  mode  of  disposing  of 
those  books  were  pointed  out,  the  committee  would 
take  it  into  consideration.  But  it  did  appear  to  them 
that,  by  giving  each  member  of  Congress  a  copy  of 
this  catalogue,  a  aseful  purpose  would  be  sub- 
served, not  only  in  relation  to  the  faciliiy  afforded 
to  gentlemen  in  making  references  to  the  books  in 
the  library,  necessary  to  consult  in  the  way  of 
business;  but,  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the 
catalogue  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  T.  here 
referred  to  lists  of  various  other  surplus  copies  of 
books  which  greatly  encumbered  the  apartments  of 
the  library,  and  which  the  committee  desired  might 
be  disposed  of  in  some  Ubcful  way.  He  again  re- 
marked that  h9  was  opposed  to  the  printing  or 
purchasing  of  books  for  distribution  to  members ; 
but  as  these  surplus  copies  of  the  catalogue  were  on 
hand,  and  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  keep  them 
any  Icnger,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  was  so  much  more  conversant  with  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  arrangement  of  the  library,  that 
he  sfiould  not  dispute  his  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  iho&e  surplus 
copies  of  the  catalogue.  He  was,  however,  of 
opinion  that  many  of  ihe  books  referred  to  in  the 
Senator's  list  were  found  no  incumbrance. 

With  regard  to  the  catalogue,  he  would  say  that 
he  was  willing  to.vote  for  a  proper  distribution  to 
the  literary  and  scientific  insiiiutions  of  the  coun- 
try; but  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
members  of  Congress  voting  to  distribute  to  them- 
selves anything  of  the  kind,  even  of  the  smallest 
value.  They  had  no  right  to  distribute  to  them- 
selves book«,  or  anything  else,  paid  for  by  the  pub- 
lic money.  This  matter  might  appear  inconsider- 
able, but  still  it  involved  (he  principle;  and  if  it  is 
allowed  now,  there  is  no  knowing  where  the  prac- 
tice may  stop,  or  to  what  amount  it  may  be  in- 
dulged in.  Already,  shameful  abuses  in  this  way 
had  disgraced  the  legislatioa  of  Congress.  It  was 
time  to  put  'a  stop  lo  them.  There  ought  to  be 
some  stopping  point;  and  he  thought  the  present 
was  a  suitable  occasion  to  arrest  the  practice.  If 
this  surplus  cannot  be  longer  kept,  let  th%  distribu- 
tion be  made  to  literary  and  scientific  institu- 
tions, and  the  libraries  of  State  Legislature^  or — 
what  would  be  much  better — let  them  be  sold  for 
whatever  they  will  bring,  to  reimburse  so  much  of 
their  original  cost.  They  will  sell  for  something; 
and,  however  little  it  may  be,  it  will  be  a  better 
disposition  of  them  than  that  proposed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Libwy  what  those  catalogues 
were  worth? 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  replied  that  he  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining,  and  could  not  satisfactorily 
answer  the  question.  While  up,  he  would  say  that, 
personally,  it  was  indifferent  to  him  whether  the 
resolution  passed  in  its  present  form  or  not.  But, 
as  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  conceived  it 
proper  that  he  should  reiterate  tbe  views  of  the 
committee,  unanimously  concurred  in,  and  ex* 
pressed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  Tbe  ob- 
ject of.  tbe  disiributioa  to  members  of  Con- 
gress is  to  afford  ihem  facilities  for  perform- 
ing their  duties  This,  therefore,  was  not  the 
first  step,  or  a  new  thing;  for  facilities  of  this  kind 
bad  always  been  accorded  to  Representatives  in 
Congress.  It  differed  in  no  respect,  in  this  in- 
stance, from  the  facilities  for  transacting  business 
afforded  by  the  printed  documents,  reports,  and 
pamphlets,  daily  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members 
of  both  Houses.  The  principle  was  the  &ame, 
whether  the  printed  matter  was  in  sheets  like  this, 
(taking  up  a  Senate  document,)  or  a  catalogue  of 
books,  necessary  to  be  occasionally  consulted  in 
the  library  of  Congress.  Tbe  committee,  there- 
fore, in  recommending  the  resolution,  did  not  en- 


force any  principle  different  from  that  upon  which, 
from  the  beginning  of  tbe  Government,  factlitiei 
for  business  had  been  furnished  to  members  of 
Congress.  These  catalcgues  were  books  which 
were  only  valuable  for  present  use.  In  a  few 
years  they  would  be  worthless,  and  would  be  su- 
perseded by  a  new  catalogue.  It  was  considered 
by  the  committee  that  they  could  not  be  of  so 
much  use  to  any  one  else  as  to  the  present  mem-  , 
bcrs  of  Congress.  If  it  was  desirable  to  give 
tome  of  them  to  the  literary  institutions  of  the 
country,  enough  would  be  left,  after  supplying 
each  member  of  Congress,  to  distribate  to  such 
institutions.  The  simple  question  was,  whether 
each  member  should  have  a  copy  of  the  catalogue, 
exceedingly  useful  and  valuable  to  him  in  the  pa:- 
formance  of  bis  duty;  or  the  books  should  remain 
an  incumbrance,  if  not  otherwise  given  away,  to 
no  purpose. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
SEVIER  and  TAP^N  in  favor  of  tbe  resolu- 
tion, and  by  Messrs.  KING  and  LINN  against 
tbe  principle  of  distribution  to  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  a  modification,  if 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  would  withdraw  his 
motion  to  postpone.  Tbe  modification  was,  in  ef- 
fect, to  insert  ''literary  institutions  and  nnivttsi- 
ties." 

Mr.  KING  consented  to  withdraw  bis  motfon  of 
postponement,  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  LINN  suggested  the  propriety  of  excepting 
literary  institutions  and  universities  which  bad  al- 
ready received  copies. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  snbmitud  his  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  a  modificttion  of  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  proposed  the  dis- 
tribution to'  "members  of  Congress,'*  bjr  leaving 
out  those  words,  and  inserting  ''to  ea^  person  en- 
titled to  the  use  of  the  library  of  Congress.*' 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  resolution  ongfatto 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
He  made  a  motion  to  that  effect,  but  it  did  not 
prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tipping 
amendmf  nt,  and  it  was  adopted — ayes  18,  npes  11. 

Mr.  KING  moved  an  amendment,  '^excepting 
members  of  Congress." 

This  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  12, 
noes  18. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  that  he  eonld  not 
vote  for  his  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  EVANS  believed  many  of  the  colleges  had 
already  received  copies  of  the  catalogue,  and, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,[Mr.  Limr,] 
and  except  such  as  had. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  he  had  that  mcment 
been  informed  by  the  Librarian  that  snch  was  the 
fact. 

Tbe  amendment  was  accordingly  modified,  so  ts 
to  except  institutions  already  supplied  with  copies 
of  the  catalogue. 

The  rf-solution,  as  amended,  was  reported  back 
to  (he  Senate; .  and,  oa  the  question,  <*8hall  the 
amendments  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
joint  resolution  read  a  third  timel" 

Mr.  KING  ca'led  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  reaal ted— yeas  30,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Measn.  Batas,  BerrtoDf  Clayton,  Conmd,  Cnfti 
Evana,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Morebead,  Phelps,  Portac,  SoTiftr.Sim* 
mona,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Scurffeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappao,  Whita, 
Witcox,  and  Woodbridge— 20. 

NiLYS— Meaara.  Allen,  Archefi  Bentoo,  Bocbanao,  Header' 
son,  King,  Linn,  McRoberta,  Mangum,  Smith  of  Connectfcot, 
WaHterfWilliame,  and  Woodbury— 13. 

So  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 

and  the  joint  resolntion  to  be  read  a  third  time 

aUINTUPLE  TREATY, 

Mr.  BENTON  snbmiHed  the  following  resola- 
tion,  which,  nnder  the  ruler,  li^  one  day  on  the 

table,  viz: 

Resolvedy  That,  in  addition  to  copiaa  of  all  tbe  oorraapontf' 
eoce  with  and  from  all  oar  miniatere  abroad  in  relation  to  the 
quintuple  treaty,  the  President  be  requested  to  ceromunkate  to 
the  Senate  (ao  far  as  it  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  in* 
tereat)  all  such  correspoBoeoce  id  relaHon  to  Ih*  tnt^  with 
Great  Britain. 
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The  following  bills,  which  bad  been  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  heretofore,  were  taken  op,  read  the  third 
tim^,  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne,  of  Loa- 
isiaoa; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ark- 
ansas, who  lost  their  improTements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cboetaw  Indians; 

The  bill  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  In  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
bathoa  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the Secreary  of  the Treas- 
«ry  to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  the  bonds  given  to  the  United 
Slates  by  Samoel  Swartwoot,  late  collector  of  the 
eastoms  for  the  port  of  New  York; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  B.  Dixon. 

Mr.  CONRAD  snbmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion;  which,  there  being  no  objection,  was  then 
eoBsidered  and  adopted: 

Rttehtd,  That  the  Becmary  of  the  Treeturr  make  report 
to  ttM  9etnte  what  proportion  of  the  public  ianoa  in  the  State 
o(  IxxiWaoa  have  t>eeQ  returned  ae  not  worth  the  ooet  of  lur- 
m;  and  ako,  if  practicable,  to  caoeo  to  be  prepared  and  trana- 
luued  to  the  tieoate  a  plan  or  dianmm  of  each  lands,  ifaowinc 
tMriioatioo  and  character  theroof. 

The  bill  allowing  compensation  to  pension 
agents  came  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mi,  bates  explained  that  the  bill  allowed  pen- 
sion agents  2  per  cent,  npon  all  disbursements, 
snbjeet  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 
bat  in  no  case  were  sach  agents  to  be  allowed  more 
tban  11,000  per  annam,  whatsoever  the  amount  of 
money  disborsed  by  them. 

Mr.  BBNTON  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  al- 
k>«inf  percentages  on  disbor&ements,  and  remark- 
ed that  it  had  been  abandoned  heretofore  by  Con- 
gress* in  consequence  of  the  great  abuses  which 
grew  op  noder  it.  It  was  wrong  in  prlncip  e,  be- 
eaoie  it  caused  a  conflict  of  interests  between  the 
igent  and  the  United  States.  It  made  it  the  inter- 
est of  the  agent  to  increase  the  disbursements, 
while  it  was  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that 
they  should  be  diminished. 

Messrs.  BATES,  KINO,  PHELPS,  and  SE- 
YIEft  maintained  that  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary, aod  just  and  proper,  that  some  compensation 
should  be  made  those  agents  for  the  duties  they 
performed  for  the  GK>Ternment-,  and,  unless  it  was 
dDue,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  persons  to  take 
all  the  responsibility  df  di>bur8ing  large  sums  of 
money  at  their  own  risk.  They  pointed  out  the 
danger  of  the  old  mode  of  compensating  agents; 
that  was,  by  allowing  them  to  make  u»e  of  the 
money  (which  was  deposited  in  their  hands  some 
months  in  advance  of  the  time  of  payment  to  the 
pensioners)  in  speculating  purposes,  before  its  dis- 
bursement; and  stfowed  that  the  alternatives  were 
either  to  coniloue  this  mode,  with  its  dangers;  to 
gife  a  percentage  on  the  sum  disbursed,  or  a  fixed 
salary;  or  to  be  left  without  agents  at  all.  Agents 
were  indispensably  necessary;  and  they  preferred  to 
allow  a  percentage  on  disbursements,  under  the 
gvirds  in  the  bill,  because  it  was  the  most  eco- 
nomical and  just  mode-^he  agent  being  compen- 
sated only  in  proportion  no  his  disbursements,  which 
eompensation  could  in  no  case  exceed  |1,000. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  BENTON  in  reply, 
and  there  being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re- 
iiistating  the  salary  of  the  Commissionec  to  what 
it  was  two  years  ago,  (|3,000 ;)  slating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  was  done  without  any  solicita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner,  whom  he 
luul  never  conversed  with;  though  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  he  was  a  valuable  officer. 

Mr.  BATES  remartted  that  it  was  nothing  more 
tban  just  that  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner 
sboald  be  reinstated  to  what  it  wan  formerly. 
Though  no  application  had  been  made  by  that  offi- 
cer to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  to  have  that  ob- 
jset  effected,  be  wouM  be  pleased  to  see  it  done. 


Mr.  SEVIER  would  acquiesce  in  the  amendment, 
if  the  Senate  thought  proper  to  adopt  it;' but  he 
thought,  as  the  duties  of  that  officer  were  dimin- 
ishing yearly,  and  as  the  present  was  the  time  to 
economize,  it  miabt  not  be  pri  per  to  hszard  the 
passage  of  the  bill  by  such  an  amendment. 

The  qaesUon  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Com- 
pany of  Nantucket  was  then  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being  no  mo- 
tion to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrcssed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  December  29,  1842. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  observed  that  a 
■elect  committee  was  appointed  yesterdav,  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  carrying  the  mail  round 
the  coast  by  steamers;  and  he  begged  leave  to  offer 
an  additional  resolution,  to  inquiie  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  employing  the  same  vessels  tor  the 
inspection  of  the  light-houses  on  the  coast. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  the  following;  which  was 
considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  lelect  comirfittce  appoiDted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  contracting  wiiti  private  companiee  or 
others  for  itie  trantportatioo  of  itie  mail  in  ateamere  along  tlie 
coast,  and  for  otiier  purposes,  be  also  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  ilie  expediency  of  employing  such  steamera,  under 
ttie  direction  of  tfie  proper  department,  in  visiting  ami  inopect- 
ing  li£ht-housea  upon  tlie  several  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
and  or  performing  such  duties  in  reference  tliereto  as  mav  he 
found  conducive  to  ttie  preservation  and  effective  use  of  the 
same. 

ASSUMPTION  OP  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  asked  leave  to  present 
the  petition  of  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  te  adopt 
some  measure  which  will  give  the  States  such  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  shape  of  stocks  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, as  will  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts, 
dbo.  He  was  not  going  (Mr.  C.  said)  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this 
petition,  further  than  to  say  that  be  was  in  favor 
of  its  objects.  He  would  prefer  the  sending  it  to 
a  select  committee;  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Wm.  Cost  JoBNsoif,]  who  had 
heretofore  pre.^ented  petitions  with  the  ^ame  object 
in  view,  and  had  also  given  notice  of  his  intc n* 
tion  to  introduce  a  bill  on  the  subject,  would  now 
move  for  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee, 
he  would  not  move  a  reference  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees.  He  would  be  glad  to  see 
this  question  brought  fully  before  the  people;  for  be 
was  sure  that  it  would  sooner  or  later  commend 
itself  to  their  attention,  as  the  best  measure  of  re- 
lief from  the  embarrassments  brought  on  thrm  by 
an  inflated  currency,  as  well  as  by  a  mal-administra- 
tion  of  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  said  that  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  make  a  motion 
that  would  save  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  He  had  heretofore  given  notfce  of  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  bill  on  this  subject;  and  if  the 
House  would  now  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  take  charge  of  that  till,  and 
the  petition  now  presented,  together  with  all  simi- 
lar petitions,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  his 
making  several  speeches  and  several  motions,  which 
he  should  otherwise  be  obliged  to  do.  Mr.  J.  then 
moved  for  the  appoiotment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHP^SON  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion and  petition  on  the  table. 

Before  taking  the  question, 

Mr.  WM.  C.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition 
on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  a  number  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  together  with 
a  letter  from  one  of  its  signers,  explaining  its  ob- 
jects and  bespeaking  his  fovorable  consideration; 
which  were  rt'ad.  ■ 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  Mr.  Cavs 
JoHvsoirs  motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  lost. 


Tne  question  recurring  on  Mr  Wm  Cost  Jchii- 
soM^s  motion  fur  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  thejt^ere  not  ordered;  and 

On  takijig^roe  question,  it  was  carried — ayes  76 
noes  69j 

Set -il^  select  committee  was  ordered. 

Mr.  STBENROD,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given 
yesterday,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  establishing  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  at  Wheeling,  Va.;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whola  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING, 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  Northeastern 
boundary  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  PICKENS  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  instructing  their 
Senators,  aod  requesting  their  members,  to  aid  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  refund  to  General  Jackson  the 
fine  imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall,  of  New 
Otleanp,  in  1816;  and  he  moved  that  it  might  be 
printed,  and  have  the  same  direction  as  the  jesolu- 
lions  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions 
were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  having  in  charge  a  biU 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina,  asking  Congress  to  re- 
fund the  fine  imposed  on  Dr.  Cooper,  for  libel 
against  the  United  States,  under  the  alien  and  se- 
dition law;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  asking  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVERETT  also  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  pensions  to  certain  widows. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
THE  DISTRICT  SYSTEM  OP  ELECTION. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  57  members  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  Congress  to  divide  that  State  into 
four  districts  for  the  election  of  members  of  Con* 
gress;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  state  that  the  Le* 
gislature  of  New  Hampshire  had  refused  to  lay  it 
off  into  districts.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Commifee  of  Elections,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  if  it  was  in  order 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  that  subject? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  if 
objections  were  made. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  merely  wished  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  iuTelatioa  to  that  peti- 
tion; and  he  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  made  some  remarks  on  its  introduc- 
tion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  wished  to  debate  the  petition,  it 
must  go  over. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  Eaid  he  merely  wished  to  say 
a  very  few  words;  and  he  should  offer  no  objection 
to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  making  just  such 
disposition  of  the  memorial  as  he  should  choose. 
[Cries  of  *'Go  on.**]  The  memorial  purports  to  be 
signed  by  fifty-seven  members  of  the  Legislature 
otNew  Hampshiie,  and  requests  Congress  to  dis- 
trict that  State  for  the  choice  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. It  seemed  to  him  to  carry  within  itself  its 
own  answer.  It  bears  on  its  face  the  strongest  ar- 
gument (aside  from  any  constitutional  objectiona) 
why  its  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  He  sap- 
posed  the  object  of  the  presentation  of  petitions  and 
memorials  was  to  indicate  to  Congress  the  will  of 
the  people.  Now,  this  memorial  states  expressly 
that  the  opinion  of  those  representing  a  majority  of 
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the  people  of  New  Hampshire  is  adverse  to  dislrict- 
iog  }he  State,  at  present,  for  the  choice  of  members 
of  Congress.  It  is  signed  by  fifty-seven  members 
of  the  Legislature.  The  Hoose  of  Uepresentiitives 
of  New  Hampshire  is  composed  of  about  two 
hondred  and  forty  members,  and  the  Senate  of 
twelve  members.  Here,  then,  afe  one-fonrth  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislatore  of  N.  Hampshire — 
and  tbns,  it  is  fair  to  infer,  representing  onefourth 
(or,  at  best,  only  a  very  small  minority)  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire-T-comiig  here,  and,  by  this 
memorial,  requesting  the  Federal  Government  to 
interfere  and  pat  down  the  will  of  a  large  and 
overwhelming  majority  of  x}9t  people  of  the  State. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read.  That  having  been  done,  he  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Elections,  and  that 
it  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

That  motion  was  negatived ;  and  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  EvBRXTT,  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  per- 
mission to  present  a  memorial  from' certain  insu- 
rance companies  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
Congress  to  remove  the  obstructions  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  from 
.  committees. 

Mr.  FERRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  a  report,  accompanitd  by  a  bill,  to  test 
the  practicability  of  e^tabli8bing  a  system  of  elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraphs  in  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Mary- 
land, five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  accompa- 
nying report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Leave  was  given  to  withdraw  various  papers 
and  peiiiions. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  in  the  case  of  David  AU- 
spacb,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief.  The 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION. 
Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion; which  was  adopted: 

Retolvedbythe  Senate  and  Eotue  of  Repre»entativ€»  of 
the  Uniled  State*  of  America  in  Crnigreea  aeeembUdt  Thai 
the  Secretary  or  ihe  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houae  be,  and  ihey 
are  hereby,  instructed  to  famieb  to  the  CommiedoDer  of  the 
General  Land  Office  the  origiua]  reports  from  the  aereral  land 
offices  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  made  under  the  provisions  of 
aa  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  February  6, 1888, 
also,  the  title-papers  and  evidence  relating  to  dainos  in  .said  ra 
ports,  confirmed  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
land  claims  in  Louiaiana,"  approved  July  6,  1842;  Provided^ 
That  claimants  shall  be  entitled  to  withdraw  the  original  title, 
papers,  aAer  fair  copies  shall  have  been  talteo  by  the  Commis* 
sioDer  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  E.  Hunt  and 
otberdj  and 

A  b  II  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  House; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitue  of  ihe  Whole  House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Boyd  Reillf :  read  twice,  and  referred  t^  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  MAINE. 

The  engrossed  bill  *no  change  the  time  of  hold* 
ing  the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of 
Maine,"  c^me  np  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL,  after  a  few  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  first 
section.  He  stated  that  be  would  be  willing  to 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  opposed  the  motion,  and  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  the  bill.  He  complained  of 
^e  danger  in  which  the  bill  would  be  placed  by 
the  piopoaed  delay  of  action  npott  it. 


JMr.  RANDALL  briefly  rejoined. 
Txe  House  refused  to  recommit  ihe  bill. 
It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
fir^t  and  second  time,  and  referred : 

An  act  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of  the  six- 
teenth  sections,  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lien  thereof:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  act  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  certain 
persons  In  the  State  of  Arkansas:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  act  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  of  Con 
gress,  approved  Augusts],  1843,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  certain  post-roads:**    referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  resolution  to  establish  an  additional  joint  rule 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  claims  or  peti- 
tions: referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

LA.TB  CONSUL  AT  TANGIER. 

Mr.  McKBON  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted : 

ReeolveA,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  Btatee  be  Tequea^ 
ed  to  communicate  to  this  Houae  (if,  in  his  opinion,  it  be  not  in* 
compatible  with  the  public  Interest)  copies  of  correepondence 
between  (he  late  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at  Tan* 
gier,  and  the  Government  of  Morocco. 

SECOND  REQIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

Mr.  CROSS  (in  accordance  with  notice  given 
a  few  days  since)  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act  of  the  33d  August,  1843,  as  re- 
quires the  3i  regiment  of  dragoons  to  be  converted 
into  a  regtipent  of  riflemen  after  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

MEMORIAL  OF  COLONEL  BROOKS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  rose  to  present  a  me- 
morial from  Colonel  Brooks,  of  ihe  District  of  Co* 
Inmbia,  complaining  of  injustice  done  him  in  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  at  the  last, 
session.  Mr.  I  stated  that  the  author  of  the  me- 
morial was  unknown  to  him,  and  it  was  immate- 
rial to  himself  what  reference  was  given  it.  After 
some  farther  remarks, 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  rose,  and  entered  into  an 
explination  of  :he  transaction  complained  of  in 
the  memorial.  He  was  proceeding  to  make  atrlc- 
lures  upon  it,  wlien 

Mr.  BOWNE  asked  if  the  debate  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  only  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  objected. 

Mr.  READ  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  question  wa<  then  taken,  and  the  memo- 
rial was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  he  attempted  the  day 
before  yesterday  to  get  the  floor,  before  the  gentle- 
man f  om  Indiana,  with  the  view  not  to  enter  at  all 
into  this  debate,  but  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  position  of  the  question,  as  it  was  now 
presented,  with  the  various  amendments  to  the  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  lav,  was  such,  that 
the  issue  would  come  up  before  the  House  precise- 
ly as  he  desired  it  to  come  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts ;  being  that  the 
repeal  should  take  eflTect  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  act,  and  not  to  affect  proceedings  that  have 
been  commenced,  and  are  not  yet  concluded. 

He  could  not  see  that  the  question  now  at  issue 
had  any  connexion  with  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law.  He  could  not  see  that  anything  that 
had  been  said  by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts  re- 
quired any  particular  reply ;  and,  especially,  he 
could  not  have  expected  to  hear  such  reply  from 
the  quarter  that  it  came  from.  He  was  ready  to 
vote  at  once  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law ; 
but  the  moment  that  he  heard  the  remarks  of  the 
.  gentlemen  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Thom^soh,]  he  was 
compelled  to  fall  into  this  debate,  and  to  follow  its 
letter  and  spirit )  and  all  that  he  regretted  now  was, 
that  he  had  not  two  hoars  instead  of  one,  to  say  all 
that  he  had  to  say,  and  to  endeavor  to  exprcbs  what 
he  felt  (and  he  felt  more  than  he  conld  express)  on 
the  topics  presented  by  that  gentleman. 
Calmly  and  cpolly  discnssing  this  qaestion,  his 


first  object  would  t>e  to  place  his  fiiend  and  ooI« 
league  of  the  corporal^  guard  right,  and  ia  hif 
true  i^osition;  and  to  remove  the  gross  injustice 
that  had  been  done  him  by  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana. What  did  the  gentleman  say  of  bis  friend 
from  Massachtfsett&l  He  would  repeat  it;  and  he 
would  now  remark,  that  he  doubted  not  bat  that 
the  gcnUeman,  after  having  slept  a  nigbt  on  his  re* 
marks,  was  regretting  what  he  bad  said  before  this 
hour  of  the  day.  From  various  places  throughout 
the  report  of  the  gentlesian^  remarks,  which  was 
exceedingly  correct,  he  selected  two  passages  as  a 
sample  of  the  injustice  that  had  been  done  hii 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  W.  then  tead  thi 
following  extracts: 

<'Mr.  T.  recollected  that,  during  the  Adminifltraclon|of  tbadi» 
Unguietiedand  venerable  geoUeman  fh>m  MaanchuaaUf,  nfr. 
AAAMB,]  there  aroee  in  thii  country  a  party  who,  on  a  tere 
euepidonf — 

and  he  might  have  added  (Mr.  W.  said)  a  dam' 
ing  suspicion,  that  remains  to  this  day,  and  will  re- 
main, whether  it  be  false  or  true,  apoa  that  Ad* 
ministration,  and  all  connected  with  it,  iotent. 
Mr.  W.  continued  reading: 

*^  Buspiclon  which  exploded  on  the  examioatkm  of  th*  ftoM^ 
that  there  waa  what  waa  called  bargain,  intfigiM,  and  oonv^ 
tlon  between  tbatdiatinguiebed  and  venerable  gentlenan  tad 
another  high  functionary  of  the  GoTemment^thit  therearoiea 
party  who,  for  numbera,  intellect,  and  moral  and  polkiad 
power,  had  been  unequaHed  in  ttie  history  of  the  cooot^.** 

The  gentleman  might  have  added,  (said   Mr. 

W.,)  that  the  very  elements  of  that  party^  which 

have  been  scattered  since  the  AdministratioB  of 

General  Jackson,  remain,  and  entered  into  Uia 

composition  of  both  the  parties  now  existing  in  flie 

country.    He  would  not  (Mr.  W.  said)  commott 

on  the  results  that  followed  from  the  overlookin| 

of  that  fact.    He  would  read  further : 

"All  thia  oppoiition  to  that  Adminialratkm  was  the  naalt  of 
a  l>areeuipicion  of  corruption,  bargain,  or  aale;  and  ret,  not> 
withstanding  that  event  was  freeh  in  the  mMQory  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  of  erery  man  in  public  life  who  waa  not  a  mere  ^ro  fai 
politica,  thev  here  eaw  tne  time  come,  In  thia  era  of  boaaud 
republican  liberty,  when  an  Ametican  Repreaentative.  repre- 
senting an  old  Revolutionary  State,  one  of  the  original  thirteen— 
deecending  himself  from  a  line  of  illnetriooa  Revolutionary  an* 
cestry— waa  found  coming  into  this  hall,  aa  a  repreaeoUfhwa 
of  the  Administration"— 

And  he  would  say  that  this  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  heard  of  a  man^  coming  there  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Administration— a  n«w  charac- 
ter of  a  representative,  he  must  acknowledge. 

^'and  boldly,  openly,  shameleasly  offering  the  apoitoofofles 
to  the  highest  bidder." 

And  then  the  gentleman  (he  woald  not  say  he 

ought  to  have  been  an  auctioneer,  for  he  showed 

that  he  could  imitate  one  very  well.)  went  through 

all  the  scenes  of  a  sale,  and  asked  [reading:] 

'*Whoblds1  I  can't  dwell.  Heretsttaelf-eridentfMtiDtlM 
Conatitution.  Who  bld^  Going,  going,  going.  CaaH  I  get 
a  bidi  Wilt  nobody  bid?  Oenilemen,  the  article  most  ba 
sold.    Start  it.  start  it,  for  God's  sake,  for  aomethlog:" 

The  gentleman  might  have  added,  these  "Aard 
timet:^*  and  the  reporter  interlarded  * 'shouts  of 
laughter.'* 

Well,  sir,  what  said  another  gentl^anl— he 
meant  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Ev^ 
RETT.]  That  gentleman  said  that  he  '^ooold  net 
see  the  slightest  neoessity  for  such  a  speech  m  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  On  the  ton^ 
trary,  it  bad  appeared  to  Mr.  E.  to  be  a  prepared 
speech — a  studied  speech,  got  in  readiness  before- 
hand, all  ready  to  be  brought  out  upoa  the  int 
occasion  that  should  present  itself*  Nor  should  h«i 
indeed,  subject  himself  to  any  great  chaifaofoa* 
charitableness,  if  he  should  suggest  that  it  wgs  a 
Cabinet  speech,  prepared  upon  advice,  and  attmd 
by  authority.*' 

This  was  the  report  of  the  reporter;  his  re^rt 
was  that  "it  was  a  semi-official  and  GabioeC 
speech." 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  you  and  I,  and  all  the  gan* 
tlemen  here  present  yeaterday— and  he  presumed 
all  who  were  present  the  day  before  yesterday- 
heard  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
'  sachusetts.  There  were  more  than  two  hundred 
witnesses  of  all  parties  who  heard  the  remarks  of 
his  friend  ma'fe  on  that  occasion. 

Now,  what  did  he  sayt  Some  things  he  had 
written  down,  and  were  precisely  in  substance  all 
that  any  man  could  make  of  them,  and  all  that  tht 
aoutest  ingenuity  could  infer  from  all  he  said  oa 
that  occasion.    First,  in  reply  to  a  speech  (Mf  tha 
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geatlefliaA   from   Tennessee   [Mr.   Arnold]  one 
week  ago — a  speech  that  had  the  start  of  bis  friend 
froa  Massachusetts — not  twenty-fonr  hoars,  hut 
leren  day^  his  friend  deprecated  party  excitement, 
saeh  as  had  been  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenoessee;  and  this  was  called  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  throwing  a  firebrand  into  the  Honse. 
He  asktd  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  the 
langnafB  of  imprecation,  or  of  deprecation,  why 
these  criminatieus  and  recriminations  between  the 
Whig  party  and  the  Administration  should  be  con* 
tinoed.  *'Have  you,  gentlemen,"  he  asked,  ''gained 
aaythiog  by  this  war  upon  John   Tyler1--any- 
thing  by  this  game  of  heading  Captain  Tyler  or 
dyingi    Have  yoa  gained  anything  in  warring 
igaiost  the  veto — tbis  fixed  fact  in  the  Gonstitu- 
lionl    Have  you  gained  anyibin«  by  attempting  to 
tear  the  Constitution  in  tatter&l    Have  the  elec- 
tions not  satisfied  you,  in  the  name  of  sense,  and 
ia  the  name  of  interest,  that  tbis  war  ofcrimina- 
tioo  and  recrimination  has  not  helped  your  party — 
that  the  people  are  not  Faiisfied  with  UV^    This 
Ungiuge  of  bis  friend  from  Massachusetts^  ap- 
pealing   to    commoa  sense,    to  patriotism,  and 
to  good  fueling,    had  been    denounced    by    the 
gentleman    from    Indiana   as    the    throwing   of 
a  firebrand    into  the   House.     The    gentleman 
said    that    there    was    no    trmpe^t,  oo    war    of 
offence  or  defence  at  this  session  of    Congress, 
UQ'il  the  gentleman  from  Massachusutts  began  it. 
He  (Mr.   W.)    would  say    tbat    be  never    did 
begin  it,  even  in  reply;  he  deprecated  crimination 
and  recrimination,  and  the  assault  that  was  made 
on  him,  was  made  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana.    Sir,  (  said  Mr.  W.,)  we 
were  not  disposed  to  enter  into  such  conflicts.    In 
one  r^pect,  the  gentleman  was  right.    He  would 
admit  to  him  that  his  friend  from  Massachusetts 
would  have  been  in  the  wrong,  if  he  had  commen* 
ced  this  war  on  the  Whig  party;  and  that  it  would 
bafe  been  a  cruel  war,  an  inhuman  war,  and  a 
most  wanton  and  unnecessary  attack..   What!  at- 
uck  the  Whig  party  now?    He  would  as  sooi\ 
think  of  striking  a  woman,  or  kicking  a  dead  body. 
The  people  themselves  (said  Mr.  W.)  have  made 
the  attack;  the  elections  have  decided  the  matter; 
and  all  that  we  were  doing  with  those  of  them  who 
are  alive  at  this  time,  and  able  to  rise  on  this  floor 
and  make  assaults  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  his  friends,  was  to  ask  permission  to 
hold  back,  and  say  to  them  ''hands  ofil^'    This 
*as  all  they  wanted  to  do,  for  really  they  must  be 
permitted  the  privilege  of  self-detence;  and,  if  at- 
tacked with  deadly  weapons,  to  defend  themselves 
with  the  most  effective  means  in  their  power.  Now, 
the  protest  of  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  so 
(u  from  being  intended  to  irritate  and  mortify 
his  opponents,  was,  with  the  memory  of  his  old 
eonnexions  with  the  Whig  party,  most  calmly  and 
tfectionately  addressed  to  them,  protesting  against 
tbis    useless    and   unprovoked    war    they    were 
continually    making-  upon    the   Administration. 
What  did   he    do    nexil      He    told    them    that 
they  had  made  a  fatal  war  upon  the  Constitution, 
aod  upon  the  real  interests  and  prosperity  of  the 
coantry;  and  that  upon  this  fixed  power  in  the 
GoBStiiutioa  their  angry  emotions  were  dashed  into 
spray,  as  if  from  some  mighty  rock  that  was  was^h- 
ed  by  the  surges  of  the  ocean.    It  was  not  the. 
President  that  his  friend  alluded  to — not  his  power; 
hot  the  moral  power  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
and  the  gentleman,  in  derision  of  the  "fixed  fact,'* 
Signed  that  there  was  no  moral  power  nor  spirit  of 
resistance  in  the  people  against  attacks  on  our 
Constitution.    He  would  say  to  them,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Currao,  speaking  of  ihe  B^ili^h  conslitn- 
tioD,   tbat  our  Consiitotion  would  survive  more 
than  flames,  more  than  conflagration;  and  that  its 
ipirii,  throughout  all  these  conflicts  of  party,  walked 
safely  abroad,  fixed  in  the  besoms  of  (he  people, 
ciliventog  then,  moving  tbrm,  actuating  them, 
lad  guarding  them,  as  it  was  guarded  by  them. 
Mbit  upon  defeat,  he  had  told  gentlemen,  had 


been  only  followed  by  malevolence  towards  the 
President,  and  opposition  to  the  Constitution  as  it 
is;  and  he  had  begged  gentlemen  to  allow  reason 
to  resume  its  throne,  to  cease  the  strife  of  faction, 
and  to  take  the  best  thing  they  could  get  for  their 
country  and  for  their  constituents.  In  the  third  place, 
his  friend  [Mr.  CutHiiie]  went  farther — recurring, 
doubtless,  to  the  violent  war  carried  on  in  another 
quarter,  out  cf  the  House,  against  the  Administra- 
tion, by  the  metropolitan  organ  of  ultra  Democ- 
racy-^and  he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  exempt 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  Demo< 
craiic  party;  but  a  few  leadeis  of  that  party  were 
determined  that  Jehn  Tyler  should  not  have  the 
credit  of  Republicanism  and  Democracy  with  their 
people  and  their  followers;  if  they  could  help  it— 
men  who  themselves  were  lookina,  not  to  prin- 
ciples, but  to  men.  His  friend  [Mr.  CnsHtNo] 
warned  the  moderate  Democrats,  who  go  for  prin- 
ciples and  not  for  men,  to  beware  of  the  example 
of  ultraism  set  by  the  Wbigs  before  them.  The 
Whigs  could  not  get  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  preferred  a  war  to  the  next  best  measure; 
and  tbat  war  had  broken  them  to  pieces  on  the 
bosses  of  the  Executive  vetoes.  His  friend  warned 
the  Democrats,  too,  on  their  part,  to  prefer  the  next 
best  measure  to  their  extreme  measure  of  a  sub- 
trea<<ury,  and  not  to  rush  their  majority  in  the 
coming  Congress  on  tbat  same  rock.  The  ex- 
hortation was  to  all  parties  to  avoid  extremes, 
and  at  this  time  to  attend  to  the  real  interests  and 
honor— he  might  say,  of  moderation  and  of 
reason.  In  the  fourth  place,  he  [Mr.  Cushimo] 
warned — or  threatened,  if  they  pleased— ihe  ultras  of 
both  sides,  who  were  disposed  to  make  war  on  the 
administration  of  the  public  affairs— who  were 
disposed  to  make  war  on  the  Constitution— to 
take  the  best  measures  which  they  could  obtain 
now,  and  for  years  to  come,  for  the  public  good; 
that  if  tbey  persisted  in  an  internecine  war  on  the 
Administration  and  the  friends  of  the  Administra> 
tion,  they  might  rue  the  result;  that  the  Adminis- 
tration was  based  on  an  honest  attempt,  without 
a  party,  to  serve  (he  country— to  do  the  best  in  its 
power  for  the  people;  that  opposition  to  such  an 
Administration,  by  either  or  any  party,'  would  not 
offend  the  President,  would  not  offend  patronage; 
but  it  might  and  would  bring  them  in  collision  wi>h 
the  Convtitntion,  and  might  and  would  offend  the 
people,  and  the  moderate  masses  of  all  parties;  that 
the  adherence  which  the  Administration  had  ob- 
tained of  the  moderate  and  considerate  portion  of 
our  Republican  people,  went  on  defeating  faction 
and  serving  the  country,  and  might  defeat 
the  ultras  of  all  partt«>,  and  place  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  moderate 
principles  and  measures.  But,  fiAbly,  he  went 
further.  He  warned  the  gentlemen  of  all  fmrties, 
that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  fol- 
lowing a  straightforward  line  of  duty— in  pursii- 
ing  a  strict  line  of  rectitude,  from  which  he 
could  not  depart — could  not  be  supported  by  one 
party  in  that  course, — he  would  ask  any  party  to 
come  to  the  help— not  bis  help,  bnt  the  help  of 
the  country  and  its  best  interests.  And  permit  him 
to  say,  (and  be  could  call  upon  the  Speaker  to 
prove  the  truth  of  what  he  said:  he  could  also 
call  upon  every  man  present  whom,  eighteen 
months  ago,  he  could  call  a  "brother  Whig,"  to 
prove  its  truth,)  that  it  was  proclaimed  b^  the  Whig 
party,  that  whenever  they  placed  their  ihresideniin 
the  Executive  chair,  he  should  be  the  Prendeni  of 
the  nation,  and  not  the  President  merely  of  a  par- 
ty. What  did  they  hear  during  the  whole  time  of 
General  Jackson^s  and  Mr.  Van  Bnren's  adminis- 
trations, vociferated  by  the  Whigs,  in  every  form 
of  emphasis,  in  every  variety  of  accent*  in  every 
tone  of  deribion  and  denunciation?  Tbey  beard 
the  party  (and  iht  party  was  always  italicised) 
spoken  of  with  contempt  and  horror,  as  doing 
so  and  so;  that  the  parti  ^^  power  did  not  pro- 
fess to  be  the  representatives  of  the  people,  bnt 
of  the  party.  Now,  that  wes  all  the  seniiin'^nt 
avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachuseits, 


[Mr.  Cosema,]  that  when  the  Adniinistratioa 
submitted  any  question,  not  to  a  party,  but  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  assembled — the  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  the  whole  nation — that  they  should 
paPs  the  best  measure,  and  the  people  would  care 
not  if  It  were  parsed  by  one  party  or  by  another. 
Away  with  their  parties.  Party  had  its  uses,  and 
party  had  its  abuses.  The  only  good  use  of  a  party 
was  to  subserve  the  will  of  the  major!ty*-to  sub* 
serv^  the  will  of  the  people.  The  abuse  of  party 
was  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people;  and  wheft 
party  undertook  to  control  the  will  of  the  people^ 
it  was  then  that  a  President  of  the  United  Statee 
did  the  most  patriotic  act  that  a  public  functionary 
could  do,  by  arraying  the  power  of  the  Constitn- 
tion  against  the  power  of  party.  And  for  basing  the 
President  on  these  solid  principles — for  putting  the 
Wbigs  en  their  own  professions  and  their  own  sen- 
timents—sentiments to  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  ad- 
hered— that  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
not  to  be  a  party  President — that  he  #as  not  to 
look  to  the  Whigs  alone,  or  to  the  Democrats 
alone,  but  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people;  in 
their  representative  capacity,  and  not  in  their  party 
relations; — it  was  on  sentiments  like  these,  remon- 
strances  like  these,  warnings  like  these,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Thompsoii)  had 
based  the  declaration  that  an  honorable  Rep« 
resentative  from  one  of  the  most  honora* 
ble  States  in  thb  Union  had.  set  up  the 
Executive  power  and  the  spoils  of  office  to 
the  highest  bidder.  He  would  say  to  that  gentle- 
man—and that  gentleman  knew  the  respect  which 
he  (Mr.  Wisx)  bore  him — that  it  pained  him  to 
ht-ar  such  a  monstrous  perversion  of  facts  from  a 
gentleman  so  respectable;  it  grieved  him  to  hear 
such  a  monstrous  per? ersion  of  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  an  adversary.  It  could  neither  do  good 
to  the  cause  which  that  gentleman  advocated,  nor 
credit  to  himself.  And  to  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont— who  had  an  equal  title  to  his  respect  with 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana— he  would  say,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  eould  now  Jodge 
well  of  Whig  testimony,  and  of  Whig  faets,  and 
of  Whig  proofs  and  inferences,  when  a  gentleman 
rose  on  that  floor,  and  a^rtrd,  vithont  i»roof  or 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  in  the  face  of  aeon- 
tradietion,  that  a  speech  delivered  in  that  Honse 
the  day  before  yesterday  was  well  prepared,  and 
was  semi-official.  In  behalf  of  his  ftiend  ftma 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cosbuio,]  he  would  declare, 
before  the  House,  that,  so  far  as  one  rentlemaa 
could  judge  of  the  mind  and  preparation  of  an- 
other, he  did  believe^-as  the  gentleman  asrared 
him  was  the  fact— that  the  speech  was  imprompto, 
without  consultation,  and  without  any  pretenoe  of 
preparation.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  theae 
facts,  gentlemen  could  boldly  rise  up,  and 
say,  on  the  one  side,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushiho]  was  speaking  from 
authority ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  it  was  an  elab- 
orate speech  and  semi-official.  jNow,  there  was  a 
moral  in  this,  and  it  was  this  :  Those  gentlemen, 
without  other  facts  than  those  that  were  unknown, 
and  disputed  facts  which  occurred  out  of  that 
House,  had  been  giving  to  the  country  their  state- 
ments, interpretations,  and  constructions.  And  now 
let  him  reason  from  the  known  to  the  unknown, 
and  what  would  their  testimony  be  worth  before  a 
jury  of  their  country  ?  If  a  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana could  rise,  and,  in  the  face  of  two  hundred  wit- 
nesses who  heard  what  was  said,  and  saw  what  wan 
done,  so  monstrously  misrepresent  what  was  said 
and  done,  as  to  say  that  there  bad  been  a  hawking, 
a  shameless  hawking  of  the  Execntive  power  and 
the  spoils  of  office  ;  if  he  could  thus  pervert  the 
facts.  In  the  f^ce  of  two  hundred  witnesses— what 
were  his  convictions  worth  about  facts  which  were 
disputed  or  unknown  1  That  was  the  spirit  of  party. 
He  did  not  attribute  deliberate  falsehood  to  the 
gentlemen— fat  be  it  from  him  to  attribute  any 
such  thing  to  them.  No;  but  so  maligft  ^  *^ 
spirit  of  paity,  tbat,  when  it  seized  on  the  mind  of 
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^  man,  it  eml  itlered  his  heart,  it  hlinded  bis  ? ision, 
and  it  extiirgoished  alt  charity  in  the  haman  bosom. 
Yes,  it  wonld  set  an  editor  in  the  chair  editorial  to 
tonneiK  his  isgeouity  to  pervert  the  meaning  of  iui 
opposing  party.  Bat  were  they  editors)  Were 
they  acayengers  in  that  hall,  to  heap  up  flltb  against 
each  otherl  Were  they  to  raok  their  ingennity  to 
see  how  they  coold  tortar«  troth,  and  pervert  it  for 
the  malign  purposes  of  partjl  Or  had  they  seats 
there  as  representatives  of  the  people,  to  deal  fairly 
with  each  other — to  meet  each  othn*8  facts  and  ar- 
gnments^  and,  in  the  collision  of.  debate^  tb  elicit 
trntbl  Were  they  lawyers*  that  ivere  trying  to 
'*m^lce  the  worse  appear  the  better  causel**  Or 
were  they  gentlemen  of  sincerity  and  tmih,  who 
believed  the  cause  they  advocated  was  the  best 
cause,  and  that  it  needed  neither  perversion  nor 
misrepresentatioa  to  aid  iti  He  appealed  to' every 
gentleman  who  had  heard  that  debate,  whether 
justice  had  been  done  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas* 
«acbu8eit«;  and  whether  he  had  been  guilty  of  an 
open,  bold,  shameless  hawking  of  the  spoils  of 
GoTemment 

He  found  that  his  time  was  nwariy  out,  while 
what  he  had  said  was  but  the  mete  Wginning^the 
mere  clearing  up  of  what  had  been  said  by  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts.    He  wanted,  if  the 
roles  of  the  House  would  give  him  the  time,  to 
prove  the  wisdom  of  the  remonstrances,  and  the 
warnings,  anit  the  imprecations  of  bis  friend  from 
MaseaahufirtiiFj  and  he  would  recur  to  the  history 
of  the  v^ast,  even  up  to  the  present  momenr,  to 
show  to  the  ultras  of  both  parties  the  wisdom  of 
hi'',  declarations — the  morality  of  bis  dedarations-*- 
^nd  the  truth  of  his  declarations.    And  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  history,  he  would  touch  on  some 
facts  aboat  which  he  bad  not  spoken  as  yet,  and 
some  facts  which  had  been  touched  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana^  but  he  would  not  go  into 
(bose  facts  at  the  present  time.    He  had  been 
waiting,  and  he  would  continue  to  wait,  for  the 
time  for  vindication; — and  that  occasion  was  when 
that  honest  impeachment  should  ba  brought  up. 
But  he  did  not  see  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bom]  in  his 
seat,  who  had  openly  and  privately  proclaimed  that 
he  would  impeach  the  President.    He  (Mr.  Wrss) 
.  was  afraid,  before  that  day  came,  bis  colleague 
woold  not  hs.ve  it  in  his  power  to  vote  on  that 
question.    But    to    return.     There    were   facts 
behi^  the  curtain    uiMleveloped;  bat  when  the 
^ntleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Born]  shoukl  bring 
the  President  of  the  United  States  before  the  Sen- 
ate, he  (Mr.  Wisa)  sh^ld  be  ready  to  speak  of 
some  facts  which  were  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge;  at  present,    however,    in  anticipation   of 
the  day  of  impeachment,  he  should  content  himself 
with  sayii^  that,  whatever  others  might  tay  of 
.him,  he  felt,  and  was  proud  to  feel,  that  he  bad 
wiihia  bim  as  good  instinct  as  other  men  of  what 
was  honorable,  and  just,  and  trne.    He  woold  say 
farther,  that  there  was  no  man  in  this  country  who 
had   had  better  opportunity  to  know  the  secret 
movements  of  the  Whig  party,  and  of  the  Evecn- 
tive,  and  of  the  caucuses  and  councils  of  the  Whig 
party  there,  than  he  had.  And  he  believed  be  might 
justly  JO  further;  for  be  stood  in  a  position  \fi  know 
both  sides-^and  his  constituenUi  knew  enough  of 
him  to  believe  him  if  be  were  doubted  theie-^yes, 
there  was  a  people  who  knewand  woold  believe 
him,  when  he  made  to  them  the  declaration  that, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  uttered,  notwith- 
standing  all  that  bad  been  published,  not  half  was 
known,  not  half  was  poblished;  and  when  all  was 
known,  when  all  was  publi^hed,  he  believed  the 
world,  in  its  judgment,  would  snstsin  bim  in  the 
opioion  he  now  declared-^tbal  no  manoneaiih 
ever  acted  with  purer  motive-- no  man  on  earth 
ever  acted  with  porer  design — that  no  man^s  in- 
tentions were  ever  farther  from  crtme,  or  guilt,  or 
^»^dy,  than  John  Tyler's. 

He  woui'J  go  further  than  this — and  he  hoped 
thst  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  psriy  would  not  take 
bis  remarks  as  reproachful  to  them,  as  he  spoke 
fur  no  one  in  psriicular  here — he  would  say,  when 
the  trnih  became  known,  that  the  authors  of  the  cal- 
umnies against  the  President's  character  and  repuia- 
lion,  where  he  should  be  found  guilty  of  treason 
and  of  perfidy,  would  be  found  guilty  of  a  trip'e 
treason  and  a  triple  perfidv.     i^e  believed  this, 


from  the  full  knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  of 
I  be  designs  and  movements  of  both  parties.    He 
m'g;ht  say  that  he  had  been  intimate  with  the  mo- 
tives and  movements  of  the  Whig  party;  and  he 
would  now  proclaim  a  fact  which  hitherto  had  not 
been  before  the  public  gate.    In  all  the  di^bussions 
on  the  subject,  the  disease^^the  csncer,  which  had 
eaten  up  its  very  titals«-of  the  Whig  party,  had 
been  assigned  an  origin  no  farther  back  than  the 
called  session  of  Ck>ngre88   in   1841.     The  fact 
was,  the   disease  of  &e  Whig  party  dated  fur- 
ther back;   and  gentlemen  on   that  floor  knew 
it  as  well  as  himself.  It  dated  from  the  first  organ- 
isation of  the  Cabinet  of  Gen.   Harrison.    Had . 
Harrison  lived,  the  party  would  have  been  divided 
even  more  than  at  the  present  time.    He  should 
speak  plainly,  in  order  that  both  sides  might  un- 
derstand him.    The  real  dillBculties  in  the  Whig 
party  originated  with  the  jealousies  of  two  gr<at 
leaders  of  that  party— Daniel  Webeter  and  Henry 
Clay.    Dairiel  Webster  was  placed  by  Henry  Clay 
in  a  post  in  the  line  of  untafe  precedents,  (the  re- 
porter  might  mark  it->he  did  not  say  $afe  prece- 
dents.)   It  was  as  notorious  as  the  sunlight  of  mid- 
day,  that  Daniel  Webster  was  the  favorite  nf  the 
then  President,  Harrison.    Although  Gen.  Harri- 
son felt  no  enmity  to  Henry  Clay,  yet  he  never 
would  have  given  him  bis  good  will.    Henry  Clay 
took  his  position  in  the  Senate,  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster in  the  Cabinet,  at  the  head  of  the  Stati;  Depart- 
ment.   But  it  was  a  mistake  to  put  Mr.  Webster 
in  the  Department  of  State.    True,  he  had  the 
power  of  patronage — the  giving  of  office,  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  stars  and  garters  of  the  Adminis- 
tration;  but  what  had  Clay  with  which  to  check- 
mate him?    He  answered,  the  power  of  confirma- 
tion or  rejection  of  all  appointments,  in  the  Senate. 
The  House  had  witnessed  a  great  on  (break  and 
clamor  against  the  veto  power  of  the  Executive. 
He  would  ask,  is  not  power  at  the  beginning  of 
laws  greater  than  the  power  of  the  veto?    GHve 
him  tfa«  initiation  of  laws,  and  be  would  cheerfully 
give  to  the  President  the  power  of  the  veto.    Here- 
tofore, the  President  had  not  only  the  veto  poUrer, 
but  also  the  initiation  of  legislation. 

Turning  to  the  Speaker,  he  di»elaimed  making 
any  implication,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  around 
or  about,  having  reference  to  the  conduct  of  that 
officer.  Yet,  he  mun  say  that  the  leader  of  a  par- 
ty— possessing,  in  fact,  the  Speaker's  chair— eon- 
trolling  the  appointment  of  committees,  the  organ- 
ization of  the  House,  the  forms  of  busines8--de- 
eiding  what  should  be  entertained  in  (be  commit- 
tees, and  what  in  the  House—prescribing  the  man- 
ner in  which  all  propositions  should  be  intro- 
duced, and  eventually  giving  shape  and  substance 
to  every  measure— did  indeed  possess  a  great  de- 
gree of  power.  Gentlemen  might  talk  of  the  one- 
man  power  of  the  President;  but  he  knew  not  of  a 
greater  one-man  power  than  that  actually  ezerrised 
in  the  initiation  of  legislatien.  The  great  leader 
bad  taken  especial  care  to  bold  the  entire  control 
over  the  initiation  of  business,  by  empluving  all 
the  machinery  of  the  organiKaticn  of  the  House  to 
accomplish  his  purposes.  He  had  everything  that 
could  aid  him  at  command,  and  all  that  was  leA 
was  the  power  of  the  Constitution  in  the  bands  of 
the  President. 

Thu.«,  therefore,  whilst  one  of  these  great  rival 
leaders  hsd  possession  of  the  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  other  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and 
was  omnipotent  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  candidate  of  one 
for  the  colledorsbip  of  the  port  of  New  York  was 
Edward  Curtis,  and  the  candidate  of  the  other  Mr. 
Wetmore?  Was  it  not  universally  known  heie, 
when  the  Cabinet  was  first  organized,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  collector  to  the  port  of  New  York 
was  a  test  of  ihe  strength  of  the  two  rivals  with 
General  Harrison?  There  were  oiher  facis  con- 
nected with  this  subject  in  bis  knowledge,  which 
ho  had  not  spoken  of,  and  which  he  should  hold 
sacred.  But  be  now  proclaimed  it,  that,  had  Har- 
rison lived  until  this  time,  the  ultra  Clay  clique 
would  have  been  united  with  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, and  warring  in  common  with  them,  not  for  any 
particular  candidate,  but  against  Daniel  Websf^r. 
The  seeds  of  disunion  were  sown  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Gfeneral  Harrisoui  and  sprouted  death  to  the  Whig 


psrty.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had,  on  many  oceaaion^ 
beard  men  on  that  ioor  commence  speeches  in  tha 
most  lugubrious  and  dolorous  strain,  laiAbhtih^ 
over  the  dfeftth  of  Haririsdn,  and  then  following  up 
their  preface  with  an  atuek  upon  the  character 
and  administration  of  John  Tyler,  attributinf  all 
the  evils  of  the  limes  to  the  fact  of  his  being  Preai- 
dent.  These  lamentations,  too,  proceeded  fron 
men  who  were  once  prepared  to  hurl  their  vindk* 
live  thunderbolts  against  Harriaon,  because  they 
feared  that  Mr.  Webster  would  be  his  successor ! 
Yes;  it  was  the  death  of  General  Hairiton  that 
dispersed  and  btoke  up  the  plots  and  counterplots 
whiel^  were  forming  around  him. 

In  nuking  these  remarks,  he  had  no  design  to 
cast  reproach  upon  any  one.  That  reproach,  if 
implied,  fell  upon  Mr.  Webster  as  well  as  Mr. 
Clay.  But  the  battle  lines  had  been  drawn;  and 
be  (Mr.  W.)  spoke  of  facts. 

To  proceed  with  his  narrative.  The  called  ses- 
sion came,  and  John  Tyler  proclaimed,  aa  dis- 
tinctly as  it  could  be  proclaimed— as  clearly  as  it 
could  be  made  to  appear  on  paper— that  he  would 
not  sign  a  bank  bill;  that  he  considered  the  idea  of 
a  United  States  Bank  as  defunct,  and  as  condAaaaed 
by  the  general  will  of  the  country.  The  President 
went  farther  than  this:  he  not  only  said  that  a  bank 
had  been  Condemned  by  tbb  people,  and  by  cofl- 
siderattons  of  expedieney,  but  also  that  the  (3on- 
s  itotion  interposed  an  insurmountable  objection  to 
its  establishment.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  theae  plain 
declarations,  his/rlefMb— yes,  his  friends,  for  they 
called  themselves  the  President's /rtcndt— framed 
the  bank  bill,  and  passed  it.  The  veto  came.  In 
the  interim,  a  thousand  things  transpired,  of  which 
he  could  not  now  speak 

He  had  now  arrived  at  that  pat>t  of  his  remarks 
where  he  wished  he  could  dwell  longer  than  the 
rules  of  the  Hoove  would  permit  bim.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Thompsoh]  had  com- 
mented on  the  fact,  that  a  communication  #as 
made  to  the  President  by  the  Whig  party,  oi  a  pot' 
tion  of  that  party  in  the  House,  of  Etepresentatives, 
saying  to  bim,  that,  if  it  could  be  understood  that 
the  (Cabinet  were  to  retain  their  places,  the  bank 
hill  would  not  be  sent  to  the  President  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  gentleman  denied 
this,  and  positively  assured  the  House  that  the 
charge  was  untrue.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, how  could  he  testify?  - 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  said  he  would  re* 
peat  the  expression  of  his  belief  that  the  charge 
was  untrue,  and  that  no  gentleman  had  been  au- 
thorized to  call  upon  the  President  and  make  such 
a  proposition.  So  far  as  be  knew  the  opinioas 
and  wishes  of  the  Whig  party  in  that  Houae*  be 
felt  assured  that  no  individual  or  committee  ever 
had  been,  or  ever  would  have  been,  authorised  to 
submit  any  such  proposition  to  the  President. 

Mr.  WISB  said  be  was  sni;e  that  such  wohld  te 
the  amount  of  the  gen^leman^  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion. What  did  it  amount  to?  That  one  member 
out  of  243  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  any 
such  proposition  having  been  made  to  the  Pres- 
ident! He  would  inform  the  gentleman  fh>m  In- 
diana that  a  thousand  things  happened,  about  the 
time  to  which  he  referred,  which  that  gentleman 
did  not  dream  of  in  bis  philosophy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  challenged  proof  of 
the  charge.  He  called  for  the  name  or  names  of 
the  men  who  bad  made  this  proposition  to  the 
President.  Let  them  be  annouiiced,  that  the  coun- 
try might  know  who  tbey  are. 

Mr.  WISB  said  he  had  got  aentlemen  in  the 
place  where  he  wished  them.  They  should  not  be 
gratified,  except  in  bis  own  way.  Ue  could,  how- 
ever, tell  them  that  be  might  lay  his  hand  upon 
more  than  one  member  of  that  House  who  could 
testify — [Many  voices:  ''Let's  hear  their  names"— 
••who  are  they?" — "we  dare  you  to  say."]  Ob! 
gentlemen  were  brave,  very  brave,  at  this  particu- 
lar time;  but  let  them  bring  forward  their  impeach* 
ment,  and  then  he  would  show  who  was  impli- 
cated. 
The  hour  having  expired, 
Mr.  FBSSBNDEN  obtained  the  floor;  but 
Mr.  WISE  manifested  a  strong  di»poMtion  to 
proceed;  and,  at  the  request  of  gentlemen  in  all  di- 
rections, who  s^iowed  an  impatience  to  bear  the 
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Speaker,  be  moTed  that  the  rales  be  saspended,  in 
Older  to  enable  htm  to  continue  speaking  for  one 
lM>iir  more,  or  antil  be  sboald  have  conclnded  his 
speedi.  [Many  voices:  **Let  him  proceed  bj  gen- 
eral confeni."] 

Bftr.  FBSSENDBN  insisted  on  his  right  to  the 
floor.  

The  SPEAKER  was  aboat  to  put  the  qaestion 
upon  allowing  Mr.  Wise  to  proceed;  when 

Mr.  T.  P.  MARSHALL  rose,  and  inqnired 
whether  the  pfeposed  exception  to  the  one-hoar 
mlc  was  only  intended  for  the  lenefit  of  the  gen* 
tlemn  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  no  other 
iBemberl 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WARREN  said  he  mast  insiu  upon  ha?ing 
the  ytas  and  nays. 

lliey  were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  100,  najrs 
80,  as  follows: 

TBAB— Mean*.  Arringtorv  Aiherton,  Beemn^fBidlack,  Black, 
Bowse,  D6yd,  Brewst*,  AaroD  V.  Brown,  Wm.  Butler,  Wil- 
liMn  O.  BoUer,  Oreen  W.  Caldwell,  Pf  trick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Ounpfaell,  Gary,  Cbapinao,  Clifford,  Clinfon,  Colee,  Colauiu, 
M.  A.Cooper,Oroa8,  CiMhiDff.It  D.  Davia.  Dawson,  l)ean,l)oan, 
Doig,  Baatmao,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferria,  John  6. 
FloTd,  Cbartaa  A.  Floyd, '  Fomance,  Gentry,  Ctorry,  Gordon, 
Gttadoe^  Haatioga.  fiaya,  Hopkins,  ITouck*  Houston,  Hubard, 
Cbarlea  J.  Ingefaoll,  Wm.  W.  irwtn,  Jack,  Wm.  Coat  Johnson, 
Gave  Joboaon,  Keiai,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, "Littlefield, 
Lorwell,  Robert  BIcClsllan,  Marrhaod,  Alfred  Marshall,  John 
T.  Maaoo,  Medill,  Meriweilier,  Newhard,  Olirer,  Parmenter, 
Psairidge,  Payne,  Pickens.  Plumer,  Pope,  Proffit,  Read,  Red- 
ing, Roocher,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Rogers,  Rooaevelt,  Banford, 
aaaoden,  Shaw,  8happerd.  Shields,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Siokely, 
Sumier,  Taliaferro,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Trotu,  Tamey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Waiterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williama,  Joseph  L.  Williaaaa, 
Wise,  and  Wood— 100. 
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NAYB— Messrs.  Adam&  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Aycrtgg, 
»abcock,  Baker,  Barnaro,  Btrdseye,  Blair^  Borden,  Brigfs, 
Brockway,  Bromoo,  Milton  Bf own,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Buroetl, 


Carathen^  Caaej.  Childs,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  Jamea 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Craostoo,  Garreu  Daris,  Deberry,  Everett, 
FasaaDdeo,  Fillmore,  Gogcio,  Patrick  G.  Giwde,  Graham, 
Ghaen,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joeeph  R.  Inxersoll,  James 
Irtia.  John  P.  Kennedr,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  HcKennan,  T. 
F.  lunbail,  SamaoQ  Mason,  ~  Mathiot,  Mathews,  Maxwell, 
Maynaid.  Moora,  Morgan*  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pen- 
dlaioo,  BeDJamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayoer,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonsull,  Tru- 
man Bmiih,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Strattoo,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John 
T.  dtaan,  Bammers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghasi,  Toland, 
TOmmaon,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Washington, 
Joa.  L.  Willie,  Thomas  W.  Williama,  Winihrop,  and  John 
Toang— 80. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmatife,  the 
rotos  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  FE3SBNDBN  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  had  made  the 
moion  whieh  the  Hoose  bad  jast  rfjecied,  for 
twenty  minutes  had  been  consumed  by  it,  which, 
by  that  tpfice  of  lime,  would  have  dimitiished  tbat 
portion  which  his  remarks  woold  oeeupy.  He 
should,  however,  make  his  remark v  as  short  as 
possible.  He  should  not  argue  the  qaestion  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  for  it  was  unnecessary; 
and  all  he  designed  to  do  now  was  to  make  what 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  yesterday,  called  *'de- 
sultory**  remarkfr.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr-  KaimsDT]  said  yesterday,  that  he  had  been 
told  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed  to  secure  the 
vote  of  Maine,  and  that  defeat  in*  that  and  other 
seettons  had  induced  them  to  retrace  their  steps. 
Now,  without  speaking  for  others,  for  himself  he 
woold  say  that  he  was  unwilling  to  retrace  the 
frtepa  he  had  taken. 

He  then  recapitulated  the  argumenis  with  which 
he  support^  the  bankrupt  law  at  ihe  extra  session, 
and  denied  that  public  opinion  called  for  its  repeal. 
Where  was  tbe  evidence  of  such  public  opinion  ? 
He  had  seen  none ;  but  if  they  had  evidence  of  a 
ehai^  of  opinion  of  his  constituents,  he  %ould 
hesitate  until  he  saw  whether  that  opinion  bad  been 
produced  by  looking  upon  the  whole  merits  of  the 
question.  It  was  a  qaestion  that  belonged  to  the 
whole  country ;  for  the  whole  country  was  interested 
in  it,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  determined  by 
the  opiDious  of  any  man's  constituents.  If  his  con- 
atitnents  should  undertake  to  instruct  him,  he  should 
say  to  them  tbat  he  was  sorry  to  differ  from  them ; 
but,  so  differing,  be  must  beg  to  act  on  his  own 
Judfment. 

One  thing  more  he  mast  be  allowed  to  say,  and 
theo  he  would  have  done  with  all  be  had  to  say  on 
the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law.  It  was  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  to  enable  them  to 
secure  themselves  against  the  frauds  of  their  debt- 
pft  bj  a  eompaiaory  prooeas.    Atl  this  was  urged 
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at  the  time  tbe  taw  was  passed,  and  the  argument 
existed  with  as  much  force  now  as  then.  He 
would,  in  conclusion,  ask,  why  not  let  the  bill  st^nd 
until  its  effects  could  i>e  seeol  He  would  s^y. 
leave  the  Whig  party  to  bear  the  odium  of  it,  and 
to  see  if  some  benefits  could  not  be  derived  from  it. 
There  were  some  defects  in  the  law,  he  admitted; 
hot  these  defects  could  be  remedied,  and  he  hoped 
that  that  would  be  done  rather  than  destroy  the 
law. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  reply  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Thompson]  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[If  r.  CusBiHG.]  It  was  pof$sible,  he  said,  that  he 
might  have  misapprehended  the  remarks  of  the 
latter  gentleolkin;  that  his  ears  might  have  deceived 
him  in  listening  to  them;  and  that  his  eyes  might 
have  deceived  him  in  reading  them  over  as  report- 
ed in  the  papers.  He  confessed,  however,  that  to 
his  judgment  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  did  not  deserve  tbe  imputation  cast  on 
them  bir  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
of  having  grossly  misrepresented  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  confessed  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  a^  he 
understood  them,  struck  him  with  surprise,  coming 
from  tbe  quarter  of  the  coontry  he  did,  where  sach 
ideas  did  not  originate.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, in  his  opinion,  thdugh  he  made  a  labored 
apology  for  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  made  it 
all  in  vain,  and,  as  be  understood  it,  he  thoogbt  it  a 
most  lame  and  impotent  apology.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ma>*sachusetts  commenced  this  war;  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  replied,  by  saying  that  it 
was  commenced  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee; 
and  that  all  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts said,  was  in  reply  to  him.  True,  the  speech 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  made 
first ;  but  how  much  of  tbe  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was  in  reply  to  it? 
He  would  venture  to  say,  not  one-fourth.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  deprecated  crimination 
and  recrimination,  and  expressed  his  objections  to 
party  debates.  But  the  gentleman,  after  exhorting 
hie  opponents  not  to  indulge  in  the  spirit  of  party, 
did  so  himself.  This,  too,  was  not  the  first  time 
tbe  gentleman  talked  about  party  and  party  spirit. 
If  he  mistook  not,  the  gentleman  commenced  this 
kind  of  warfare  at  the  extra  session,  and  attempted 
to  convince  the  people  that  the  members  here  were 
influenced  allogethei  by  party  views  for  ptrty  objecte , 
and  not  by  a  desire  to  carry  on  the  public  bnstneas. 
The  gentleman  endeavored  to  convince  the  country 
that  the  Whigs  were  doing  nothing  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  be  made  tbe  same  charge  against 
the  Democrats  too,  while  he  claimed  that  tbe  Ad- 
ministration party  alone  showed  any  eviden^'e  of 
a  desire  to  legislate  for  tbe  public  good.  After 
some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  F.  (in  which  he 
commented  pretty  severely  on  the  remarks  of  the 
^entleoian  from  Massachusetts,  that  he  belonged 
to  no  party,)  and  reading  an  extract  from  Dean 
Swifi's  works,  in  which  a  no*parqr  man  is  pictured 
in  a  very  odious  light,  he  proceeded  to  notice  that 
part  of  Mr.  C.^s  remarks  which  had  been  charac- 
terized as  threatening  to  bring  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  President  to  bear  upon  the 
coming  elections.  No  man  of  common  in- 
telligence^  he  contended,  could  put  any  other 
construction  upon  this  part  of  tbe  gentleman*s 
remarks,  than  that  the  President  would  bring  the 
power  of  his  office  to  bear  on  the  elections.  The 
gentleman  said  that,  in  time,  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  of  this  country  would  settle  down  upon 
two  candi<?ates  for  the  Presidency;  and  that,  when 
that  time  came  round,  those  immediately  around 
the  President  would  have  a  word  to  say;  and  he 
warned  the  friends  of  political  aspirants,  that  it 
was  not  their  interest  to  run  counter  to  this  Admin- 
istration. This,  to  him,  was  a  most  alarming  and 
ominous  threat  on  the  part  of  the  Administraion. 
Are  we  (said  Mr.  F.)  to  be  told  that,  because  tbe 
Administration  will  have  a  word  to  say  in  tbe 
Presidential  electlou,  we  are  to  keep  silence 
herel  or  that  we  are  to  support  the  exchequer  bill? 
He  hoped  that  the  day  would  never  arrive  when 
that  House  ^ould  be  influenced  by  argumen  s  like 
these. 


After  some  further  remarks  firom  Mr.  F.— - 
Mr.  MARSHALL  of  Kentucky  obtataied  te 
floor,  and  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  BR0N80N,  on  whose  motion 
The  House  adjoimied. 

IN  8BNATB. 
FaiDAT,  December  30,  1848. 

Mr.  CHOATB  presented  a  petition  fVom  Aaa 
Andrews,  of  Ipswich.  Massachusetts,  praying  Iha 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  payment  to  him 
of  the  amount  of  a  certain  judgment  obtained 
agalQf^t  the  United  Spates  in  the  district  court:  re* 
ferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  presented  a  memorial  from, 
the  State,  and  three  from  the  city  of  New  Torit^ 
remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which  were  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Com* 
mitiee. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber  of  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  improving 
tbe  Miasissippiand  adjoining  rivers,  to  give  facility 
to  commerce:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  the  Com- 
mittec^  on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  several  bills,  and  thfy  were  le^ 
ferred  more  appropriately. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  from  tbe  Committee  oil 
Commerce,  reported  back  to  the  Senate  the  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  Snow  Y.  Sears,  without  amendmmit» 
and  with  a  lecommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Drew. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  New 
York  city,  signed  by  numerous  mf rcantile  firma^ 
praying  for  the  immediate  and-uneonditioiial  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  htw:  referred  to  the  Judieiaryr 
Committee. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  viz: 

Aatohed^  Thst  tbe  Co'mmiMionor  of  Uie  Oeoeral  Land  Oilier 
be  directed  lo  lay  before  the  Seoate  a  statement  ehowioK  at  whac 
ofRcee  public  salea  oflamli  have  beeu  held  iincetbe4ui  of  Sep- 
temben  1841,  belnf  the  date  of  tbe  act  to  appropriau  the  pro* 
eeede  of  the  aalee  of  the  public  landa,  and  to  great  pre'empUoa 
righta;  and  the  total  amount  of  money  received  at  each  pbt>lift 
sue:  and  particularly  that  he  etaie  what  amount,  if  any,  wa» 
paid  for  landa  over  the  mlnlmam  price  of  tl  26  per  acre. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  MrJ 
Bbhtor  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  adopted, 
viz: 

Ruolvedf  That,  In  addition  to  copiee  of  all  the  correspond' 
ence  with  and  firom  all  our  miniaters  abroad  in  relatioo  to  th* 
quintuple  treaty,  the  Presideoti4)e  requested  to  c«mmunical»  t» 


tbe  Senate  (so  aar  aa  it  may  do  conipaiiuic  witn  ine  puoiic  m- 
terest)  all  such  conesponoance  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with 
Great  Brltidn. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LiNH*s  bill  '*to  authorize  the  adoption  of 
mea^ures  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territoiy  of  Oregon;  for  extending  certain  portions 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  this  same,' 
and  for  other  purpoees,**  came  up,  as  in  committee. 
of  the  whole,  for  consideration;  and  some  amend- 
ments  recommended  by  tbe  select  committee  were 
adopted.  [The  bill  was  inserted  at  length  in  yes- 
terday *s  Globe.] 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  this  measure  had 
been  so  often  aubmitted  to  the  Senate  heretofore, 
and  so  fully  discusaed,  that  he  oenceived  it  unne- 
cessary to  dwell,  at  this  stage  of  the  bill,  upon  its 
importance  and  urgency.  On  these  points  there 
could  remain  no  doubt-*the  subject,  indeed,  had 
been  exhausted.  ^ 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  strike  out  die  pra« 

amble,  in  the  words  following: 

"Whereas  the  Utle  of  the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not  be  atiandoned;  therefore." 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  but  did  not  eonsider  this  preamble  either  ae* 
cessary  or  in  good  taste. 

Mr.  LINN  said  it  was  a  point  which  be  intend- 
ed to  discuss  when  the  bill  should  arrive  at  the 
usoal  stage  for  debate;  and  he  would  be  pleaasd 
if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  defer  his  motion 
till  then.  The  select  committee  had  thought 
proper  to  prefix  this  preamble.  In  consir^ecation  of 
tbe  fact  (bat  great  doubt  and  uncertainCy  prevail- 
ed in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  Intentions  of  this 
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0ot«riu»eQt  ift  reU^ioQ  to.  the  Oregon  Territory. 
It  was  thought  all-important  to  Temovo  these 
«loabt8,  and  ibt«  tioccri^ldFt  by  th^  declaratory 
preamble  of  ibis  bill.  Great  Britain  had  fnllr  and 
amply  recognised  oor^xight  to  the  Oregon  Terri* 
foiy,  and  only  ditpvted  about  the  Northern  boun- 
dary. A  general  declaration  of  onr  right  to  ihe 
TarrikHry,  therefore,  conld  not  inToWe  anything 
pfeiadidal  to  pending  negotiations.  We  merely, 
by  this  preamble,  hold  oat  to  onr  own  people  the 
reaasaraoce  that  we  will  not  abandon  onr  claim, 
and  that  we  will  maintain  the  right  of  oar  citizens 
em^rating  to  the  territory.  Mr.  L.  here  took  a 
japid  and  well-digested  re?iew  of  tbe  history  of 
oar  title,  and  the  various  negotiations  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  subject,  showing,  as  he  accun^nlated 
the  evidences  in  oar  favor,  that  our  claim  to  the 
whole  region  from  the  43d  degree  of  north 
Mtode  to  at  least  the  49th  degree;  and,  in  width, 
from  tha  Pacific  Ocean  to  our  territories  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  is  indisputable,  and  only  re- 
quires the  assertion  of  our  right  in  a  proper  manner, 
to  be  placed  beyond  cavU. 

Mr.  McRO  BERTS  followed  in  support  of  Mr. 
LrMN"!  views,  and  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Tippah's 
amendment.  He  went  minutely  into  tbe  history 
€€  the  Spanish  discoveries  on  the  northwest  coast, 
daring  the  16tb,  17th,  and  18(h  centuries;  and 
showed  that  tbe  only  claim  laid  by  Great  Britain  to 
any  part  of  the  coast  within  our  asserted  boun- 
dary, was  based  on  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1790; 
which  he  proved  was  no  claim  at  all  against 
us.  He  also  proved,  from  the  second  vol- 
ume of  Vancouver's  Voyages,  that  Captain 
Gray'^  priority  of  discovery  as  to  the  Colum- 
bia river  was  recognised  by  that  negotiator 
80  fully  and  uaequivocally,  that  it  was  quite  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  Great  Britain,  in  the  face 
of  evidence  eo  strongly  furnished  by  her  own  ac- 
credited officer,  should  ever  think  of  preferring  any 
claim  to  the  territory  drained  by  that  river. 
•  He  showed  that  Great  Britain  never  had  a  just 
claim  that  she* did  not  enforce;  and  never  put  for- 
ward ah  unjust  one  that  she  did  not  endeavor  to 
strengthen  by  postponement  and  diplomatic  pro 
crastination.  If  she  had  the  same  ground  to  stand 
upon  in  this  instance  that  we  have,  she  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  ahsert  it,  and  to  enforce  it,  if 
necessary.  Why*  then,  should  we  weaken  our 
own  right,  and  strengthen  her  pretensions,  by  vol- 
untarily deferring  the  assertion  of  onr  claim?  Oar 
right  was  indisputable  from  the  42d  to  the  49{h 
degree  of  north  latitu^,  and  from  the  Paeific 
ocean  to  our  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  mountain.s. 
This  comprised  a  fertile  region  700  miles  wide  at 
one  extremity,  and  500  at  tbe  other— rnnning 
through  7  degrees  of  latitude^  and  embracing  near- 
ly two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land— enough 
to  form  four  or  five  new  States  It  was  of  vital 
interest  to  us  to  have  the  control  of  those  Indian  tribes 
which  infest  our  Western  borders.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  would  enable  us  to  keep  them  In  complete 
check.  Hitherto,  it  might  have  been  thought  that  we 
had  territory  enough;  and  that,  for  some  cenera- 
tinns,  we  would  not  have  use  for  more.  But  the 
.late  census,  as  well  as  that  preceding,  shows  that 
we  may  calculate  on  our  population  being  doubled 
every  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years.  By  this 
ratio,  we  imay  expect  to  have  a  population  of  fifty- 
two  millions  in  1880;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent century,  at  least  ninety  two  millionj^.  We 
have  to  act  for  those  who  are  to  tucceed  us;  and 
onr  neglect  of  their  interests,  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment that  it  is  our  duty  to  place  them  on  a  perma- 
nent foundation,  will  be  wholly  ioezcosable. 
That  duty  is  now  to  assert  onr  right — to  encourage 
the  occupation  af  our  own  territory  by  our  own 
citizens — to  give  them  temporary  protection  in  their 
emigration;  and,  in  leas  than  ten  years,  our  hardy 
citizens  from  the  Mississippi  valley,  transplanted 
to  this  new  seodon  of  our  Union,  will  be  able  to 
defend  and  protect  themselves.  They  will  claim 
no  other  protection. 

If  we  delay  longer  to  assert  our  right.  Great 
Britain  will  assume  a  new  argument  in  support  of 
her  pret^Ri^ioDs,  grounded  on  our  neglect  of  our 
<i#n  claims.  He  wished  not  only  io  retain- the  pre- 
amble of  tbe  bill,  but  to  avoid  any  question  of  its 
propriety.    He  wanted  to  see  this  bill  passed  in  f^ 


both  Houses  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Let  this  be 
done,  and  Rngland  would  at  once  abandon  her  pre- 
tensions. She  would  see  that  we  are  not  only  in 
earnest,  and  determined  to  maintaiii  our  rights;  but 
that,' in  support  of  them,  we  forget  all  party  differ- 
ences, and  act  with  an  irresistible  unanimity.  If 
this  were  done,  we  sbtflild  never  again  hear  a  word 
of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

The  foregoing  is  but  a  brief  and  rapid  sketch  of 
the  excellent  speech  made  by  Mr.  McRobeets  on 
this  oce^sion.    It  will  hereafter  appear  in  full. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  considered  the  Introduction  supeifiuous, 
and  not  in  good  taste.  He  thought  some  other 
modifications  should  be  made — some  provision  for 
purchasing  the  lands  from  the  Indians,  and  sur- 
veying the  territory,  before  grants  were  made.  As, 
however,  his  motion  did  not  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  LINN  quoted  a  British  act  of  Parliament, 
to  show  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had 
set  the  example  of  extending  territorial  lawK,  in 
the  same  manner  as  laid  down  in  this  bill  for  ex- 
tending the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  not  doubting  tbe  propriety  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  was  opposed  to  the  pre- 
amble, on  the  same  grounds  asserted  by  tbe  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio;  and  also  was  impressed  with  the 
propriety  of  deferring  action  on  the  measure  till 
sufficient  time  were  afforded  to  examine  its  details, 
and  duly  consider  provisions  so  important.  He 
appealed  to  hia  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Lum]  to 
consent  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  preamble, 
and  hoped  at  no  distant  day  to  be  able  to  give  the 
bill  bis  support.  He  therefore  renewed  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  LINN  reiterated  his  conviction  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  quiet  the  public  distrust  of 
the  course  which  ihi^  Government  should  take,  by 
the  pledge  involved  in  the  preamble.  If,  however, 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  wished  for  time  to  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  would  have  no 
objection  that  it  should  be  passed  over  informally 
till  next  week. 

This  proposition  appearing  to  meet  ihe  general 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  the  subject  was  passed 
over  informally,  and,  of  course,  re^umes  its  place 
on  the  calendar  as  the  first  bill  in  order  next  week. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana,  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from 
tbe  consideration  of  the  petition  and  documents 
of  GM>rge  C.  Johnson;  and  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  file?,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  n«ed  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

,  Mr.  ARCHER,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,'  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  claimants 
to  indemnity  received  from  tbe  British  Gk>vern- 
ment,  for  loss  of  slaves  from  on  board  of  the 
Comet  and  Encomium,  at  Na8^au. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  commuaication  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  insolvent  debtors,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.    CRITTENDEN    presented   a    memorial 
from  numerous  respectable  merchants  of  tbe  city . 
of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  referred  to  the   Judiciary 
Committee. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  tbe 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions,'*  came  up  on  its 
third  readings  when 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATES,  and  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  s>o  amended,  that  all  such  duties  in 
relation  to  laws  granting  military  bounty  land,  shall 
be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  as  may  be  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

The  fbllowjjig  engrossed  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions were  then  read  the  tJbird  time  and  passed,  vis: 

The  joint  resolution  for  tbe  distribution  of  the 
catalogues  of  th^  libraij  of  CoB^res?. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company 
of  Nantucket;  and 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  pension  agents. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tbe  Senate 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
covering  a  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment and  Construction  in  the  Navy  Department, 
in  compliance  with  a  resoltition  of  the  Senate  of 
the  14 lb  instant,  showing  the  number  of  yeasela 
and  guns  which  will  be  employoi  in  tbe  Afrioaa 
squadron,  under  the  late  British  treat? ;  whk^h,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  refened  to  tlie 
Committee  on-  Naval  Affairs,  ahd  ordered  *  to  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fern,  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  comoiunication  from  tbe  War  Depart- 
ment, made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  covering  a  re- 
port of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  aa  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  obstructions  in  the  Bayou  llattchac,  oa 
tbe  Mi«sissippi,  by  whom  made,  and  en  wliat  atr- 
thority,  and  the  probable  cost  of  their  removal; 
which,  . 

On  motiea  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  itnd 
ordered  to  be  printed* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Tuesday 
next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOREHBAD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bon- 
nes^; and,  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  adjoura- 
ed  in  accordance  with  their  previous  order. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  December  30, 1843. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  EVERETT  rofe  to  a  correction  of  tbe  jour* 
nal.  The  journal  had  omitted  to  state  that  the 
memorial  of  a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature,  in  relation  to  tbe  division 
of  that  State  into  congressional  districts,  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

The  correction  was  made. 

Mr.  EVERETT  also  rose  ie  a  correction  of  tbe 
report  of  his  remarks  on  tbe  38th  of  Deeemter,  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday.  He  stated  that  be 
was  made  to  say  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Brigos]  to  the  resolution  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  to  tl^e  committee, 
with  instructions;  when  he,  in  fact,  did  not  so 
commit  himself.  He  bad  not  said  a  word  in  re- 
lation to  the  amendment,  and  did  not  wish  to  a|p* 
pear  committed  when  he  had  not  made  np  his 
mind  how  he  should  vote. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  presented,  under  the  r^le, 
a  petition,  very  numerously  signed  by  citisens  and 
residents  of  the  mineral  region  of  Iowa,  appravii^ 
of  the  bill  (reported  by  Mr.  Wbitb,  from  therCoa- 
mittee  on  tbe  Public  Lands,  at  tbe  last  session)  for 
disposing  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  Illinois;  and  praying  that  it,  or  a  bill  of 
similar  provisions,  may  be  enacted  into  a  law:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  en  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  the  petition  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  to 
amend  the  law  establishing  a  district  court  of  tbe 
United  Slates  at  WheeliDg. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presei^ted  the  peti- 
tion of  638  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  count?  of 
Milwaukie,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  Mil- 
waukie. 

Also,  petition  from  tbe  inhabitanta  of  tbe  town 
of  Southport,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  appropriate  seventy  thousand  ac|is 
of  the  public  lands  for  building  a  harbor  at  that 
place. 

Also»  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asld^g 
Congress  to  appropriate  forty  thousand  acres  of  tlw 
public  lands  for  the  building  a  hvbor  at  that 
place. 

Also,  petition  of  the  inhabitants  pi*  the  Umtu.  of 
Racine,  m  tbe  Tenit^ry  of  Wisconsin^  asking  of 
Congress  an  appropriation  for  a  hut>or  at  tb^t 
place. 


comim^t/^Ui  oio^> 


t6t 


-A.l»,  peiiiion  of  ihe  inhabirants  of  MfUni  Plras- 
aBi,iB  me  Territory  of  Wifcoflsin,  a.lnn«  Con- 
inm  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  <be 
lowtt  of  Racine,  in  «id  Territory. 

Also,  petition  of  the  iobabitaors  of  the  town  of 
Rocbeater,  in  tlie  Territory  of  Wifconsin,  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the 
tova  at  Raeiae,  in  said  Tenitory .  -Jl 

Alao^   petition  from    the   inhabitants  of  DMS^ 
cooniy,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ailong 
Congreaa  for   the  establishment  of  a  mail  ronte 
from  Radne  dn  Lac,  to  intersect  the  Milwaukie 
miiWrpoteat  Cottage  Qro7e. 

THK  FIFTH  AUDITOR. 

Mr.  SPRICK3  said  he  rose  to  a  question  of  pri7- 
Urge.  A  letter  had  been  addressed  to  the  Speaker, 
and  pabliahed  among  the  docaments  of  the  House, 
dated  ^Fifth  Anditor's  Office,  December  14, 184S,** 
which  letter  contained  reflections  npoa  him,  per- 
sonaifty.  He  presumed  the  letter  had  been  read  by 
some  of  the  oaembers,  bat  he  would  ask  the  Clerk 
10  rirad  it  for  the  information  of  the  House: 

Trbasurit  Dbpartm  bnt, 

FS/ih  Auditor*t  Qffbse,  December  14, 1842. 

flor  la  A  report  or  a  debate  to  the  House  of  RepresentaUTei 

00  BoDdeT  Iwt,  contained  io  the  National  Intelligencer  of  yes- 

lerdar*  n  ieacated  thai  Mr.  Sprigg,  among  other  things,  obserr* 

ed:  ^'He  remembered,  too,  that  the  House,  at  his  instance,  had 


made  a  call  upon  the  deparimeikt  (Treasun)  for  full  end  detail- 
ed faiforauulon  as  to  the  whole  system  or  managing  the  light* 
hooses  of  the  Unii«d  States,  the  coatrecte  for  buildings,  for  sup. 
plying  oil,  paying  inopectors,  dec.,  but  no  answer  bid  ever  been 
oliiaioed,  ooii^liflCaDdiog  the  new  clerks  which  the  House  had 
Toted  them,  and  nOiwithstanding  numerous  and  repeated  prom- 
isw  made  to  him  personally.'' 

It  was  with  extreme  surprise  I  read  this  statement,  as  I  had  a 
pel  feet  recoHectton  that  it  was  wholly  erroneous;  and  as  it  is  cal- 
calatedy  uocorroeied,  to  injure  ilie  Treasury  Depiutment  unjust- 
ly, hi  die  public  estimation,  I  hope  you  and  the  House  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  eeuiog  the  menr»her  right 

Ills  snlScieni  to  state  that  the  whole  of  the  information  called 
ar  by  the  Hooeo,  to  relation  to  light-house^  on  Mr.  Sprigg's 
motiOB,  was  tranemitted,  as  required  by  the  TeeoluUon,  partly 
to  the  Committee  OD  Ck)mmerce  on  the  8tb  of  Mardi  la^  and 
iseootaroed  In  ihdr  printed  report,  No.  811;  and  panly  to  the 
Hoess  of  JtepreaaBtaUres  direct,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
or^,  00  tlM  11th  of  Bfarch  last,  and  by  the  House  ordered  to  be 
pnoted^and  will  he  found  in  document  No.  140  of  the  last  ses' 
vsese 


two  docunMnta  contain  all  the  mfbrmatlon  which 

jeaUsd  for  fagr  the  House. 

Mr.  Sprigx,  ifuftTfi/ua^y,  called  for  the  cessions  ofjurisdic- 
Hen  by^the  States  over  all  the  lighthouse  sites,  from  the 
adtptiooof  the  Ooostltution;  and  although  so  much  labor  and 
tipsft  is  it  nqoired  might  have  been  declmed  on  his  individual 
call;  Tet,  as  Iwas  desirous  of  furnishing  all  the  Information  in 
my  power  u>  every  person  who  sought  If,  the  information  wiu 
preparsd  and  furnished,  aa  &r  as  it  was  to  he  found  in  tlie 
ofllea.  . 

TUs  list  was  aent  to  Mr.  Sprigg  on  the  !Mlh  of  May,  and  had 
oeeopicd  one  clerk  about  nx  weeks  in  the  preparation  of  Hr 
ud  vet  he  allies  no  answer  had  ever  been  retuij^  to  his  <^ls 
for  Uformation. 

Ihtve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
nrvant, 

B.  PLEASONTON. 
Hon.  Joim  Whttb, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repressntatives. 

In  reteiion  to  thia  letter,  he  would  say  that  he  was 
fordbiy  impressed  with  the  opinion  that,  if  we  ai- 
loved  public  Oflloers  to  intrnde  their  letters  before 
the  House,  because  of  reflections  made  upon  their 
eondact  by  members,  and  then  place  their  letters 
aoio&f  the  pablic  docnments,the  power  of  the  Honse 
was  indeed  materially  weakened.  It  was  a  gross 
iasnlt  to  the  House ;  and  even  if  he  did  commit 
aa  error  in  relation  to  a  public  officer,  had  ihe  of* 
fittr  a  rJAht  to  come  before  the  Honse  in  this  in-  ^ 
sidioos  manner,  to  attack  the  statement  of  a  mem- ' 
bert  He  said  in  this  insidious  manner ;  becau-e 
the  letter  was  presented  to  the  House  by  the 
Speaker,  without  a  knowledge  of  its  contents  by  that 
officer,  who  could  not  be  presamed  able  to  look  in- 
to  e? ery  public  document  laid  upon  his  table.  Had 
tbt  Speaker  been  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  letter,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  not  have 
presented  it. 

Mr.  8.  then  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  pur- 
port of  his  remarks  at  the  last  session,  and  gave  a 
statement  of  the  action  be  had  taken  in  order  to 
obtain  information  from  the  Treasury  Department 
•a  the  subject  of  the  liKht-house  system  of  the 
coQBlry.  He  read  several  letters  which  he  had  re- 
ttived  from  the  F.fih  Auditor,  and  pronounced  their 
stttements  hypocritical  and  false.  Having  finished 
Ills  aarrative  of  his  connexion  with  the  subject,  he 
nid  he  would  not  protract  his  remarks  any  longer. 
His  onlv  wiih  was  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  ihe 
win  of  the  House  that  public  officers  should,  in  this 
Mioas  way,  make  injurious  refleciiocs  on  its 
tttmhirs.    He  wo^ld  make  a  solemn  appeal  to 


the  House  whether  voluntary  and  ex  partt  state- 
meoisofihis  kind  should  constitute  a  part  of  its 
d(  cumenty;  and  whether  their  documentary  records 
should  be  swelled  up,  at  an  enormous  expense,  by 
printing  matter  such  as  this?  The  injustice,  too, 
to  the  House,  and  to  individual  members,  by  per- 
mitting letters  of  this  kind  to  be  printed  and  in- 
serted in  the  documents,  was  most  mmifest;  for 
members  could  not  ^et  up  and  reply  to  them,  and 
make  their  replies  a  part  of  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  the  House,  alongside  of  the  attacks  made 
on  them;  but  such  replies  could  only  have  exist- 
ence in  the  newspapera  of  the  day,  which  would 
pass  off  and  soon  be  forgotten.  The  fact  was,  that 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  Qovemment  about 
Washington  were  getting  to  be  too  important,  any 
how;  and  if  (said  Mr.  8)  we  do  nothing  else  but 
tear  away  the  abuses  that  exist  among  them,  we 
shall  do  well.  From  the  Executive  down  to  the 
subordinate  departments,  they  had  heard  nothing 
but  abuse  of  that  Houses  and  here  was  an  officer, 
whose  office  ought  not  to  exist  in  the  organization 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  (in  fact,  he  was  but  a 
fifth  wheel,  any  how,)  undertaking  to  make  inju- 
rious reflections  on  a  member  of  the  House,  and  in 
the  most  insidious  manner  to  make  them  a  part 
of  its  records. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  he  had  not  noticed  the 
paper  alluded  to,  until  the  attention  of  the  House 
bad  been  called  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. It  struck  him  that  it  was  a  paper  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  filed  or  placed  on  the  jour- 
nals, or  printed  as  a  part  of  their  docnmentp.  It 
was  not,  in  fact,  a  public  document;  and  iMts 
writer  had  any  exception  to  make  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  the  public  press — 
the  very  channel  through  which  they  were  made 
public — was  open  to  him.  Now,  the  rematks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  this  morning,  in  re- 
ply to  this  letter,  wonld  not  find  place  among 
the  documents  of  the  House;  and  in  this  way  in- 
justice was  done  him,  as  it  would  be  done  to 
other  members  if  similar  proceedings  should  be 
permitted.  He  did  not  know,  however,  how 
the  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  be  reached;  but  he 
would  submit  to  the  House  that,  without  any  for- 
mal question  being  taken,  the  Clerk  should,  by 
general  consent,  be  directed  to  strike  the  letter 
from  the  journals,  (which,  he  believed,  wera  not 
yet  printed,)  and  to  return  the  original  paper — 
which  was  certainly  printed  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  its  contents  by  the  members  of  the  House — 
to  its  author. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  could  not  believe  that  the 
Fifth  Auditor  intended  any.  disrespect  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  or  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  do  him  any  injustice.  His  only  object  appear- 
ed to  have  been  to  correct  a  misapprehension,  into 
which  he  beliered  the  gentleman  had  fallen.  In 
(he  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as 
published  in  the  public  paper?,  the  Fifth  Auditor 
found  charges  affecting  his  official  character;  and 
g*  took  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  best  means  of 
defending  himself,  without  intending  offence  to 
anybody.  Now  the  question  was,  if  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  a  committee  of  the  Honse,  or  any- 
body else,  made  allegations  affecting  the  character 
of  a  public  officer,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  should  be 
found  to  be  incorrect,  whether  he  should  not 
have  the  right  to  defend  himself,  and  place 
his  defence  before  the  public  in  the  best  way 
in  his  power  1  Mr.  C.  would  refer  to  the  < 
cases  of  Colonel  Totten  and  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis, 
who,  conceiving  themselves  implicated  by  reports 
of  different  committees  of  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  sent  written  communications  to  the  House, 
defending  themselves;  which  were  printed,  and,  re- 
spectively, appended  to  tbe  reports  to  which  they 
related.  No  injustice  had,  in  bis  opinion,  been 
done  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and  he 
hoped  that  no  further  action  would  be  taken  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  could  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  cases  cited 
by  him  were  not  in  point;  for  the  communications 
written  to  Ihe  House  by  the  parties  implicated  were 
in  answer  to  reports  of  two  of  tbe  committee;;  and 
thos,  both  the  charge  and  defence  were  trinted  to 
gether,  as  part  of  tb^  documents  of  the  House.    In 


the  present  case,  on  th^  contrary,  the  chaige  and 
defence  would  not  gp  together,,  one  of  them  only 
being  printed  among  the  docuinents  pf  the  House. 
The  remarks  cf  the  gentleman  ft^m  Kentucky,  to 
which  cxtepiion  wes  taken  by  the  Fifih  Auditor, 
did  not  appehr  in  the  documents  ot  the  House,  but 
were  only  published  m  the  ephemeral  productions 
of  the  day-^ihe  newspaper  pi  ess:  and  thus  passed 
off,  and  were  soon  forgotten; ;;  "  - 

The  usual  cot;i.rse  wns  for  ^Jp^erson  aggri^yed  to 
come  aea  memoriaIist,ren[i.9nstrat4ngag^)»r*  ihe 
actioa  of  the  House.;  bnjl,  in  this  case,  the  individ- 
ual came  aa  an  officer  of  the  Treasuty  Qepart- 
ment,  and  he  relied  on  the  report  of  a  member^s 
speech  in  one  of  the  comibon  journaJs  of  the- day. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Meriwbthsr)  thought  the  House; 
should  vindicate  its  honor,  by  dashing  from  it  such 
communications  as  these,  and  by  iostr ncting  the 
Clerk  to  withhold  the  document,  and  notallow  hto 
be  bound  up  with  the  printed  docomentis. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  his  name  had  been  alluded 
to  in  this  debate ;  and  it  was  said  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  had  thought  fit  (without  any 
complaint  from  him)  to  attack  him  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  a  speech  be  had  made  on 
this  floor.  Now,  the  reason  why  he  n^ade  no  com- 
plaint was,  because  he  had  never  seen  nor  heard 
of  the  report  until  it  was  spread  on  the  record  and" 
circulated  to  the  country.  He  road^  a  speech  on  the 
light  house  system,  himself  believiDg  honesUy  in  iis 
mal-administration ;  and  no  gentleman  answered 
him — not  even  a  single  member  Of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  that  he  recollected ;  yet  a  few  week<i 
afterwards,  he  found  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce had  allowed  Mt.  Pleasanton  to  pervert  his 
language,  and  to  present  it  before  tbe  country. 

Mr.  SPRIQG.  And  further,  sir,  they  sent  yonr 
speech  to  him,  and  invited  remarks 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
was  notdone  with  his  knowledge. 
JMr.  SPRIGG.    Why,  he  states  so  himself. 

Mr.  PROPPIT.  Ves,  an4  not  even  a  letter 
from  any  Auditor,  but  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis,  of 
Boston,  was  allowed  to  write  a  letter,  in  which 
there  was  a  perversion  of  his  (Mr.  P.^)  sp^hi 
and  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  it  un'il  he  found 
it  spread  before  the  country,  and  until  this  mo- 
ment he  bad  never  had  the  opportunity  to  show 
the  injustice  that  had  been  done  to  hiuL  Now, 
what  ought  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  have 
done?  Why,  at  least,  when  they  received  those 
letters  from  Mr.  Wi^^slow  Lewis  and  Mr.  Pleasan- 
ton, they  should  have  asked  him  if  he  chose  to  re- 
ply to  those  letters.  If  he  had  not  been  confined 
to  his  bed  by  sickness  when  the  appropriation  bill 
was  before  the  House,  he  would  have  made  such 
statements  on  the  light-hoQ*e  system  as  wonld  have 
startled  both  the  House  and  the  country.  At  pierent, 
he  had  not  strength  to  say  much  more;  bat  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  he  had  known 
of  these  letters,  and  had  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  to  the  House  on  the  subject,  iodependcnt  of 
all  party  feeling,  nine-tenths  of  the  House  wculd 
have  Joined  him  in  stopping  the  printing  of  thai  re- 
port, even  coming,  as  it  did,  from  the  Committee 
en  Commerce., 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  said  it  had  not  been  in- 
tended to  do  injustice  to  the  gentleman.  But  Mr. 
Winslow  Lewis,  who  had  been  mixed  up  with  the 
discussions  on  the  light-house  system,  feeliog  him- 
I'eif  aggrieved,  presented  a  respectful  letter  to  one  . 
ef  his  (Mr.  C.*s)  colleagues,  and  iHat  letter  was 
appended  to  the  committee's  report  wiihout  com- 
ment. They  simply  gave  Mr.  Lewiw*s  statement 
with  their  report,  which  had  not  been  adopted  by 
the  House;  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
would  have  tbe  opportunity,  when  the  next  appro- 
priation bill  was  before  the  Hou.<e,  to  take  up  the 
matter,  and  give  his  own  explanations;  and  if  Mr. 
Lewis  (a  gentleman  of  great  distinction,  who  had 
built  many  light  houses)  had  been  guilty  of  bad 
management,  or  peculation,  the  gentleman  Arom 
Indiana  could  show  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  the  course  of  some  re- 
matks, disapproved  of  this  course  of  allowing  in- 
dividuals to  reply  to  the  speeches  of  members  on 
that  floor.  If  a  committee  of  the  House  was  about 
to  act  on  the  character  of  an  individual,  it  would 
be  proper  to  hear  that  individual;  and  when  Gen<» 
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ccal  Gratiot  was  about  to  be  proeeeded  against  as 
m  dafanlt^t  that  coarse  was  followed;  for  he  bad 
himself  presented  a  stateoftent  eon  taming  Oeneial 
Chratlot^  own  yersion  of  thetransaetion.  Bat  when 
a  member  rose  and  made  a  speech,  in  which,  by 
way  of  argnment,  he  stated  a  fact,  to  allow  any  of- 
ficer to  come  in  with  a  contradiction,  woald  in^ 
toItc  them  in  interminable  confusion. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  that  the  letter  came 
to  him, as  a  commiuication  from  the Treasnry 
DepartoMnt,  and,  as  sneb,  he  had  presented  it  to 
the  House  without  perusal;  if,  however,  he  had 
known  the  purport  of  the  Commonicatioa,  it  should 
Bot  have  been  presented. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

lU9ot9»d,ThMt  thB  eommonlctUoD  addreMed  to  the  Spe&kei 
ef  ihii  Honie,  by  8.  PiMMoton,oii  tli«  14ili  inat.,  io  relation  to 
0Offl«  TMnarki  made  In  the  Honae  t>efore  that  time,  bj  Mr. 
0nuMka  membar  from  Kentuc^;  which  paper  waa  receiTed 
by  the  Bpaakar,  and  laid  before  tfie  Home  witoont  a  knoirledf  e 
of  ila  couenta,  waa  not  auch  a  conjinoniraion  as  oufht  to  have 
baan  recaived  and  preaeoted  to  the  Houae;  that  the  same  be 
withheld  fh>m  the  jounuii  and  fiiea  of  the  Houae,  and  the  oii  j^- 
oalbe  ratunied  to  the  writer. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  FLORIDA. 
Mr.  LEVY  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted: 

JteaofvML  That  the  Sacretary  of  War  be  directed  to  pUtee 
iMfora  thia  Houae  auefa  Information  aa  can  be  obtained  in  rela* 
tkNi  to  the  praeticabUity  and  probable  ezpenae  of  draining  the 
aveifladea  of  Florida. 

JZaaetoad,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  directed 
to  inqatre  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
conatmctinf  a  dry-dock  at  the  navy-yara  at  Penaarola,  and  for 
pattfaig  aald  yard  in  the  neceaaary  condition  for  the  building, 
fitting  out,  or  repair  of  veaiela  of  war. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBUC  BUILDlNGa 

Mr.'   FILLMORE,   from    the   Committee   of 

Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  followiag  rasolu* 

lion,  which  was  adopted: 

Retolv§d^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buldinga  and 
Orouoda  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abollahinK  the  ofiice  of  Commlaaiooer  of  Public  ButkUngs,  or  of 
reducing  nia  aalaiy. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
yeported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Rsndil*t 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  WARREN,  frofa  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  E.  Ford:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  M AYNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  William  E.  Smith: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
MHiole  House. 

CALL  FOR  INFORMATION. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 

Whereaa,  a  reaolution  calling  on  the  Preaklentof  the  United 
tStatea  *Ho  cauae  to  be  communicated  to  this  Houae  the  aeveral 
xeporta  lately  made  to  the  Department  of  War  Inr  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hitchcock,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee 
indiana;  together  with  all  information  communicated  by  him 
concerning  the  fteuds  be  was  charged  to  investigaie;  also,  all 
■hetM  in  posaeasion  of  the  Executlre,  from  any  source,  relating 
to  the  mihject,"  waa  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  —  day  of 
August  last:  and  whereas,  the  information  required  by  the  said 
resolution  has  not  been  communicated,  nor  any  reason  anigned 
for  the  delay:    Therefore, 

RaaolvetL,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  thia  Houae  when  the  information  called  for  by  the  aforeaaid 
reeolution  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  MATHIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reponed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Wilson:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

LAND  OFFICE  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  asked  the  favor  of 
the  House  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  from  House  bill  104,  **to  esiablivh 
«  new  land  district  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,** 
with  a  view  to  its  passage.  He  stated  that  the 
lands  had  been  surveyed,  and  the  President  was 
anxious  to  have  their  sale  postponed  until  this 
bill  could  be  passed.  It  was  impossible  for  land 
Mies  to  take  place  at  present. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  inquired  whether  the  bill  made 
anj  appropriation. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  said  he  did  not  think  that 
Ihts  bill  came  under  the  rule  requiring  all  money 
^ills  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 


on  the  state  of  the  Union.  A  register  and  a  receiver 
were  authorized  to  be  appointed;  yet  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  said  to  be  creating  a  charge  on  the 
treasury.  He  left  it  to  the  Chair  to  decide  whether 
the  bill  would  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  under  the  rule  t>f 
the  House. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bill  would 
necessarily  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  because  it  created 
officers  vho  would  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lie  treasury. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  that  it  be  taken 
out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Who'e  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
state  of  the  Union. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATIONS    UNDIS- 

POSED  OP. 
Oq  motion  of  Mr.  CUSH'NG,  two  messages  from 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  sent  to  the  House 
on  the  8th  and  tbe  95th  of  March,  1849,  and  undis- 
posed of  by  the  House,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  first  messa;;e  transmitted  a  report  on  the 
finances;  the  second  was  the  message  recommend- 
ing a  repeal  of  the  distribution  law. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  rose  to  present  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
recommending  that  the  fine  imposed  on  General 
Jackson,  during  the  late  war,  be  refunded. 

The  SPEAKER  s*ated  that  a  copy  of  the  reso. 
lutions  bad  already  been  presented  by  another 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  delegation,  [Mr. 
PiCKKNS,]  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Whereupon  Mr.  CAMPBELL  expressed  his 
satisfaction,  and  withdrew  his  copy  of  tbe  resolu- 
tions referred  to. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

Tbe  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  allowing  drawtuick  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Santa  F<r,  in  Mexico:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas who  lost  their  improvements  in  conseqaeooe  of 
a  treaty  l>etween  the  United  States  and  the  Choc- 
taw Indians:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  tbe  sureties  on  bonds  give  n  to  the  United  States 
by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  port  of  New  York:  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Yienne :  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson: 
refened  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  roles  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  ihe  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

Tbey  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered;  who  report- 
ed yeas  113,  nays  60.  So  two-thirds  not  votirg  in 
the  affirmative,  tbe  roles  were  not  soFpendcd,  and 
the  special  order  of  the  day  came  up  of  course. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  bill  before- 
the  Houjie  to  be  *<A  bill  for  the  relirf  of  the  pre»l. 
dent  and  managers  of  the  Norristown  and  Valloy 
Rsilroad  Company,'*  which  was  passed  on  the  S3  J 
of  December;  lu^  its  delivery  to  the  Senate,  subse 
quently,  arrested  by  a  motion  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  iNoaasoLL]  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  it  bad  been  parsed. 

After  some  remark*  from  Messrs.  J.  R.  INGER- 
SOLL  and  BIDLACK,  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
reconsidered,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  hill  was 

laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  he  would  avail  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  present  the  memorial  of  the  Sum- 
mit Railroad  Company,  asking  for  a  remission  of 
the  duties  on  certam  railroad  iron:  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
'  .  jThe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  McColgan,  whidi 
was  passed  on  the  23d  of  December,  was  next 
taken  op. 

The  pending  qaestion  was  a  motion  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hcpiaifs]  to  recon- 
sider ihe  vote  by  which  it  had  been  passed. 

After  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill  by 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  in  iis  support  by  fiftr. 
KENNEDY,  Mr.  TURNEY  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  tbe  motion  to  reconsider;  which  were 
ordered. 

A  debate  then  arose  upon  the  merits  of  th<^  bill. 
Its  passage  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  KENNEDY, 
McKEON,  TILLINGHA&T,  and  WELLER; 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
FILLMORE,  TORNEY,  and  MERIWETHER; 

After  which,  tbe  question  of  reconsideration  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega* 
tive — yeas  75,  nays  90. 

So  tbe  reconsideration  was  not  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturoat,  December  31, 1843. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Soothport,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  ap* 
propriat'on  for  a  harbor  and  light-bouse  at  that 
town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Miciugan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  Thomas 
Thody,  dh  file  wiih  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  be  ta- 
ken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  letters  of  Rob* 
ert  Wallace,  General  Dnfif  Green,  and  Stephen 
Cleaver,  members  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and  of  Lieuteaant 
Fremont,  all  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  northern 
boundary  of  Missouri;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS^  it 
was 

JZetoJved,  That  the  report  of  Albert  M.  Let,  f  n  referttoce  lo 
tlie  nontiem  t>oundary  of  MiMonri;  the  report  orOftpuinOaioo, 
and  of  Lieutenant  Fremont,  in  reference  to  the  Des  MoUket 
rtrer:  and  tlie  evidence  In  reference  to  the  northern  boandary 
of  MiMouri,  t>e  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Teniio* 
riett  and  printed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS,  pursuant  to  notiee,  is- 
troduced  a  bill  declaring  what  was  the  nordmrn 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  read 
twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commeice,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
survey  of  Block  island;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Wbole. 
p  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  it  was  resolved 
that  when  the  H 'U9e  adjourns  ii  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  rector,  churchwardens,  and  vestrymen  of 
St.  Pe!er'x  Church;  which  was  read  twice,  acd 
commit'e  1  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  (he  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1844; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  permis- 
sion of  the  House  to  call  op  a  bill  to  alter  the  mode 
of  admeavoring  the  tonoage  of  i^bips  or  vessels  em* 
ployed  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  on  the  Speaker *s  table  on  the  question 
of  engrof  sment  Tbe  bill  was  taken  up  according* 
ly,  and  Mr.  Ksnmkot  proceeded  to  explain  its  ob- 
ject and  necessity.  A  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Mr.  AYCRIGG,  Mr.  CUSHfNG,  Mr.  T.  W. 
WILLIAMS,  and  Mr.  McKEON,  took  part;  an4 
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the  hili  WIS  then  postponed  until  next  Tuesday 
foimifht. 

TAX  ON  BANK  NOTES  AND  ON  GOLD 

AND  SILVBR  PLATE. 
Mr.  BEB60N  offered  the  following  re-o^luiion; 
whieh  was  read  for  informatioD: 

JZiMlMd;  That  Che  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant  be  in- 
■moed  to  ioqalre  wheUwr  it  would  be  expedient,  in  lieu  of  the 
**artMt»  of  very  large  and  univemU  eon$umpti9n^"  pro- 
peead  for  tazauon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea<ury,  in  hie  let- 
lar  of  the  ISth  laet.,  and  in  aid  of  the  operationa  of  the  mint  anrf 
eonetinuiooal  currenqri  to  report  a  Dili  laying  laxee  on  bank 
aolee  ofdanomlnatiooa  eimilar  to  oar  gold  and  silver  c  jine,  and 
00  gold  and  illTer  plate. 

The  rskolatioQ  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  BEESON  moved  for  the  fiuspeoaion  of  tbe 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  reeeiFing  it;  and  on  this 
Biotion  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  «biob  being 
ordered,  resulted  in  yeas  75,  nays  101,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meavre.  Arringtoo.  Atherton,  Beeaon,  Bidlack,  Black, 
BowiMi  Boyd,  Breweter,  Barke,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 
CX  G^well,  John  Campbell.  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa 


iThTiMTTr'^rTiniiirTi-—    '-■■-'"^•■■"'^^^'Y^-jg^ 


\m 


Guedoe,  Have.  Hopkina,  Houck,  Uubard,  Charlee  J. 
I,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack.  Cave  Johneon,  Lewie,  Lit- 
»-».ld,  Abraham  McClellan.  RoMrt  McOlellan,  McKeon, 
Marcliand,  Alfred  Marahall,  John  Thomaon  Maaon,  Mathewa, 
Newhard,  Payne,  Pickena,  Planter,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynold^  Rogen,  Rooeevelt,  Jamee  M.  Ruaeell,  Saundere, 
Shaw,  Bqlelda,  Snyder,  Bprin,  Bteenrod,  Jacob  Tbompeon, 
Tncti,  Turner,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wattereoo,  Waller,  Weot- 
biDok,  and  Wood—TB. 

NATB— Meam.  Adama,  Allen,  I^hdaT  W.  Aodrewa,  Sher- 
lock J.  AodrawB,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Baboock,  Baker,  ^Barnard, 
Blair,  Boardmao,  Borden,  Brigee,  Broneon,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  CaU 
hoim,Oarmhera,  Cliapman,  Childa,  Chittenden^  John  C.  Ctark, 
Jameo  Cooper,  Cowen,  Craneton,  Cravena,  Garrett  Davie, 
Baberry,  Everett,  Feeeenden,  A  Lawrence  Foeter,  Gentry, 
ffiddiiMV,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green, 
Ran,  fienryrilonetoo,  Hadeon,HonL  Joeepb  R.  Ingereoll, 
Jamea  Irrin,  William  Coat  Johneon,  uaae  D.  Jonee,  Juhn  P. 
Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  McKennan,  Samaon  Maaon,  Mathiot, 
llhtiofke,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
M^itiow,  OUrer,  Oebome,  Oweley,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ram- 
■ay,  Beojamia  Randall,  Alexander  Kendall,  Rand^h,  Rayner, 
RK%way,Rign,  William  RueeelljSaltonetal  I,  Shepperd,  Blade, 
Bttoly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T. 
Butan,  Bummere,  Sumter,  Taliaferro.  John  B.  Tbompeon, 
RJdMLid  W.  Thompeon,  Tilliaghaat,  Toland,  Triplt'tt,  Under- 
wood, Wallace,  Warren,  Waehtngton,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thorn- 
aa'W.Willlama,  Whithrop, ~ 
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Wiae,  Aagoecue  Young,  and  John 


Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  tbe  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  suggested  that  there  were  seve- 
ral  Ezecutire  communicaiions  oa  tbe  table,  which 
came  first  in  order. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  then  communicaled  a  message 
from  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  certain  documents  on  tbe  ^ttbjeet  of  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Got- 
erament  of  Hay ti;  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSBINQ,  was  refer/ed  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 
lo  be  printed. 

Also  the  following  message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence which  has  recently  taken  place  be- 
twaen  certain  agents  of  tbe  Qovernment  of  the 
Haiwaian,  or  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State: 

7*0  the  House  of  Repreeentatives: 

f  tommunioite  herewith  to  Congrese  copiea  of  a  correspond. 
aaaa  which  haa  recently  taken  place  between  certain  agente  of 
the  flteiwatan  or  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  condition  of  thoee  lalands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  in- 
oereei,  which  la  increasing  by  every  eucceeslve  proof  that  their 
lahatrtump  are  making  progrees  In  ciTilisation.  and  becoming 
more  and  more  con^>Ment  to  maintain  regular  and  orderly 
dril  goTamroent.  They  lie  in  the  Pticific  ocean,  much  nearer 
tt»  this  cootioent  than  the  other,  and  have  become  an  imporunt 
ptoea  for  the  leficment  and  provisioning  of  An^rican  and  Eu* 


Owing  to  their  locality,  and  to  the  coune  of  the  winds 
wMch  prevail  In  this  quarter  of  the  world,  the  Sandwich 
Irfanilf  are  the  stopping- place  for  almost  all  the  veesele  passing 
from  continent  to  continent  across  the  Pacific  ocean.  They 
are  especially  resorted  to  by  the  great  number  of  vessels  of  the 
United  Statae  which  ate  engagea  in  the  whale  fishery  in  those 
aeaa.  Tlie  numtMr  of  veeeele  of  all  sorts,  and  the  anMont  of 
property  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  which  are 
KMM  to  thoee  islands  in  the  couree  of  a  year,  are  stated, 
prokaMy ,  with  eafficient  accuracy,  in  the  letter  of  the  agents. 

Jm(  oawrglng  from  a  state  of  barbarism,  the  government  of 
the  lalanda  ia  aa  yet  feeble;  hut  Its  dispotfliions  appear  to  be 
jaat  and  pacific;  and  it  aeems  anxious  to  improve  the  condition 
mi  ks  people  bv  tlie  inuoduccion  ol  knowledge,  of  religious 
aifed  moral  UMOtutloas,  means  of  education,  and  the  arts  of 
driUxed  lifo. 

ft  cannot  bat  be  in  conformity  with  the  Intereet  and  the 
wislMaof  the  Govommmt  and  tbe  people  of  the  United  Statee, 
tliat  ihia  community,  thus  existing  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  ex- 
pawa  of  oeaao,  should  bt  respected,  and  all  iia  rights  strictly 


and  con^r.ientiouely  regarded.  And  this  must  be  the  true  in- 
terest of  all  other  commercial  States.  Far  remote  fr^m  tbe 
doininionsof  European  powers,  iisgrovrth  and  prosperity,  aa 
an  iiiilepeodeiii  Suue,  may  yet  be  in  a  high  degree  ueeful  to  all 
ariioee  trade  is  extended  to  thoee  itgiooe;  while  its  nearer  ap* 
pioach  to  this  contlr.eut,  and  tlie  intercourse  which  American 
veeeele  have  with  it,  could  not  but  create  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Statee  at  any  attempt,  by  ano  her  power, 
(should  such  attempt  be  threatened  or  feaired)  to  take  poeees- 
sion  of  the  islandii,  colonise  them,  and  eubvert  the  native  gov* 
ernment.  Considering,  therefore,  that  the  United  States  poe- 
seee  so  very  large  a  ehare  of  the  interconrra  with  thoee 
islands,  it  ie  deemed  not  unfit  to  make  thedeclarauon  that  their 
Government  eeeks,  neverthelese.  no  peculiar  advantafee,  no 
exclusive  control  over  the  Haiwaian  Governmeet,  but^content 
with  Its  Independent  existence,  and  anxioualy  wisbee  for  Ite  ee- 
cuiity  and  proepecity.  Its  forbearance,  in  this  respect,  under 
the  circumstancee  of  the  very  larce  intercourse  of  their  ciii- 
sene  whh  the  islands,  would  gratify  the  Government,  (ehould 
events  hereafter  ariae  to  require  It,)  in  making  a  decided  re- 
monstrance agalnsl  the  adoption  of  an  oppoeite  policy  by  any 
other  power.  Under  the  circumeiancee,  I  recommend  to 
Congrese  to  provide  for  a  moderate  allowance  to  be  made  out 
of  the  treasury  to  the  consul  residing  there:  that  in  a  Gov- 
ernment so  new,  and  country  so  remote,  American  citizens  may 
have  reepectable  authority  to  which  to  apply  for  ledress  In 
caae  of  injury  to  their  peraons  and  property:  and  to  whom 
the  Govemoieni  of  the  countr;^  may  aleo  make  known  any  acts 
committed  by  American  cltizeoe,  of  which  it  may  think  it 
haa  a  right  to  complain. 

Bveuia  ofconsiderable  importance  have  recently  transpired 
in  China.  The  military  opet atione  carried  on  againat  that  em- 
pire by  the  Englleh  Qovemmeot  have  been  terminated  by  a 
treaty,  according  to  the  terms  of  which  four  Important  poits, 
hitherto  shot  against  foreign  commerce,  are  to  be  opened  to  tbe 
British  merchants,  viz :  Amoy,  Foo-choo-Foo,  Ningpo,  and 
Chinehai.  Ii  cannot  but  be  Intereeting  to  the  mercantile  inter* 
em  of  the  United  Statee,  whoee  intercourse  with  China  at  the 
eingle  port  of  Canton  haa  already  become  eo  conetderable,  to 
ascertain  whether  these  other  ports,  now  open  to  British  com* 
merce,  are  to  remain  ehut,  nevertheless,  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  between  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment and  the  British  commlsndner.  provides  neither  for  the 
admission  nor  the  exclusion  of  the  snips  of  other  natione.  it 
would  eeem,  therefore,  that  It  remaina  with  every  other  nation 
having  commercial  iniercouise  with  China  to  seek  to  make 
proper  arrangementa  for  itself  with  the  Government  of  that 
empire  in  thie  respect. 

The  Importations  into  the  United  Statee  from  China  are 
known  to  be  Urge — having  amnnnted  in  eome  years,  aa  will  be 
eeenby  the  annexed  ublee.  to  nine  milliona  ofdolUrs.  The 
exports,  too,  from  the  Umted  Statee  to  China,  constitute  an  in- 
tereeting and  growing  pan  of  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

It  appears  that.  In  the  year  1841,  in  the  direct  trade  between 
the  two  countriee,  the  value  of  the  exporta  from  the  United 
States  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  fllleen  thousand  dollars 
In  domeetic  produce,  and  four  hui>dred  and  eighty-five  tbonaand 
dollars  in  foreign  merchandiae.  But  tlie  whole  amount  of 
American  produce  which  finally  reaches  China,  and  Is  there 
cooeumed,  is  not  comprised  In  these  tablea,  which  ehow  only 
the  direct  trade.  Many  veaeela  with  American  producta  on 
board  eail  with  a  primary  destination  to  other  countriee,  but 
ultimately  dispose  of  more  or  less  of  their  cargoee  in  the  port 
of  Canton. 

The  peculiaritie^Df  the  Chbeae  Government  and  the  Chi> 
nese  character  are  well  known.  An  empire,  supposed  to  con- 
tain three  hundred  millions  of  subjects,  fertile  In  varioue  rlrh 
producta  of  the  earth,  not  without  the  knowledge  of  letters,  and 
of  many  arts,  and  with  laige  and  expensive  accommodation  for 
internal  intercourse  and  traffic,  haa  for  agee  sought  to  exclude 
the  visits  of  strangers  and  foreigners  from  ita  dominions,  and 
has  assumed  for  itself  a  superionty  over  all  other  luiiions. 
Events  appear  likely  to  breek  d<^n  and  soften  this  spirit  of 
non-intercourse,  and  to  bring  Chink,  ere  long,  into  the  relations 
which  usually  subsist  between  civilized  States.  She  hss  agreed, 
in  the  treaty  with  England,  that  correspondence  between  the 
agents  of  the  two  Governments  shall  be  on  equal  terms ;  a  con- 
ceesion  which  it  is  hardly  probable  will  hereafter  be  whhheld 
from  other  nations: 

It  is  uue,  that  the  cheapness  of  labor  among  the  Chinese, 
their  ingenuity  in  its  application,  and  the  fixed  character  of 
tlieir  habile  and  pursaita,  may  diacourage  the  hope  of  the  open- 
ing of  any  great  and  sudden  demand  for  the  fabrica  of  other 
countriee.  But  experience  provee  that  the  productions  of  west- 
em  naiionafind  a  market  to  eome  among  the  Cbineee ;  that 
that  market,  eo  far  as  reepecis  the  productions  of  the  United 
Statee,although  it  haa  eonsider%bly  varied  in  aucceasive  eeaaons, 
haa,  on  the  whole,  more  than  doubled  within  the  last  ten  years ; 
and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  opening  of  eeveral  new 
and  Important  ports  connected  with  parts  of  the  empire  here- 
tofore seldom  vieited  by  Europeana  or  Americans,  would  exlr- 
cise  a  favorable  influence  upon  the  demand  for  such  produc- 
tions. 

it  is  not  undersCeod  that  the  immediate  establMiment  of  cor- 
respondent embassies  anjd  missions,  or  the  permanent  residence 
of  diplomatic  functionariea,  with  full  powers,  of  each  country 
at  the  court  of  the  other,  ie  contemplated  betweeir  England  and 
China;  although,  aa  has  been  already  obaerved,  it  haa  been 
r.ipalaied  that  Intercourse  between  the  two  countriee  shall 
hereaHer  be  on  equal  terms.  An  ambasaador,  or  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  can  only  ha  accredited, 
according  to  the  usages  of  Weetem  nations,  to  the  head  or 
sovereign  of  the  sute.  And  it  may  Im  doabtful  whether  the 
Court  or  Pekio  ie  yet  prepared  to  conform  to  theee  usagea,  ao 
far  as  tn  receive  a  minlsur  plenipotentiary  to  reside  near  it. 

Being  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  commercial  inter- 
eets  of^the  United  Statee,  connected  with  China,  require  at 
tbe  present  moment  a  degree  of  attention  and  vigilance,  such 
as  there  is  no  agent  of  this  Government  on  the  spot  to  bestow, 
I  recommend  to  CongieM  to  make  anpropriation  for  the  com- 
pensation of  a  commissioner,  to  reeioe  In  China,  u>  exercise  a 
watchful  care  over  the  concerns  of  American  citizens,  and  for 
the  protection  of  their  persons  and  proneny;  empowered  to 
hold  intercooree  with  the  local  authorities;  and  ready,  under 
instructfons  from  bis  Government,  should  such  instructions  be- 
come necessary  and  proper  herealxer,  to  address  himself  to  the 
high  functionariea of^  the  empire,  or,  through  them,  to  the  Em- 
peror himself. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  Congrese,  that,  in  order 
to  secure  the  important  objects  of  any  such  measure,  a  citizen 
of  much  iDtelllgenca  and  weight  of  character  should  be  em- 


ploved  on  such  agency;  and  that,  Co  aeeme  Aa  sarvloea  of  such 
an  indivldoal,  a  compensation  should  be  made  conaaceadinc 
with  the  magnitude  andimportance  of  the  mission. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
WAamnoTON,  Dec.  30^  1812. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  after  a  few  remark?,  mo7ed  to 
refer  the  message  and  accompanyicg  documents  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Helations,  and  that  it  bo 
printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  forther  commnnicated  a  report 
from  the  P(  st  Ofllce  Departmen%  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  tbe  Uonse,  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe  de« 
lays  in  tbe  transportation  of  the  mail  between 
Washington  and  Aogasta,  Georgia:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Rokds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  flrom  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
Steamboat  Company  of  Nantucket; 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  making  compensation 
to  tension  sgents;  and 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continoe  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Pensions;  were  scfeiaHy  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  reso* 
Intion  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  copies 
on  band  of  tbe  catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Con  • 
gress,  were  read  and  conconed  in. 

The  SPEAKER  obser?ed  that  the  next  business 
in  order  would  be  the  motions  for  the  reronsidera* 
tion  of  certain  private  bills  that  were  p&ssed  last 
week,  of  which  there  were  three  or  four. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  np  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
paying  for  the  printing  of  tbe  Compendium^f  tbe 
Sixth  Census. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered;  and,  on  taking  tbe 
question,  Mr.  Datis*s  motion  was  decided  in  the 
neitatlve  without  a  count. 

Mi,  JOHN  C.  CLARK  moved  tbst  the  House 
adjourn,  [at  a  quarter-past  3  o'clock:]  rejected. 

Tbe  House  then  took  up  the  mo^on  for  tbe  re- 
consideration of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Jus- 
tus; and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  ARNOLD, 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  carried;  and  the  next  question  being  upon  the 
passage  of  tbe  bill,  it  was  decided  in  tbe  affirma- 
tive without  a  division. 

Tbe  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  tbe  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Benjamin  W. 
Hopkins,  was  next  consitlered;  and,  alter  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  PARMENTER  and  SLADE, 
it  was  postponed  to  Fridaj^next. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  payment  of  certain  Iowa  militia, 
ws't  altio  pouponed  to  Friday  next. 

Tbe  motion  for  tbe  reconsideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Phi'.ip  Renault  was  taken  up;  and 
after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
in  opposition  to  it,  and  from  Mr.  YOUNG,  in  ita 
support, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IRWIN, 

The  House  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
TuBSDAT,  January  3,  1843. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  mett.orial  from  tbe 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  against  the  repeal, 
but  in  favor  of  tbe  modification,  of  the  bankrupt 
law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.' 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  Win- 
throp,  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law. 

Mes.5rs.  WRIGHT  and  TALLMADGE  pre- 
sented several  memorials  from  the  city  and  State 
of  New  York,  remoastrating  against  tbe  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  refened  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial,  numer- 
ously sigced,  ftom  Oneida  county.  New  York,  in 
favor  of  the  repeal  of  tbe  bankrupt  act;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr-  TALLMAPGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
J.  T.  Hudson,  prayicg  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  be  enabled  to  execute  a  oontract  made  to  set- 
tle tbe  f4>aflictiBg  claims  to  the  Pea  Patch  island: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  from  tb.? 
widew  and  heirs  of  John  B.  Chaadonai  (a  hal(- 
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breed  loduMi)  pntyiag*  oeruin  compensation  for 
the  aervkwiAflierbmband  dariof  the  war  with 
Oreai  Britain,  and  for  expenditures  in  money  and 
in  goods  for  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  York,  urging  that  the  bankrupt  law 
"was  uncalled  for,  and  unconstitutional,  and  highly 
destructive  of  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and  pray- 
ing for  its  repeal:  rdferred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  which  the  memorialists 
express  the  opinion  that  the  bankrupt  law  was 
not  unconstitutional;  that  they  were  opposed  to 
its  repeal,  and  suggested  medifications  :  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  also  presepted  a  petition  from  George 
Reber,  administrator  of  William  H.  Hunter,  de- 
oeased,  praying  theallowsnceof  aclalm  for  ser- 
vices performed  by  said  Hunter  for  the  Indian 
Department:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  YOUNa  presented  a  petition  from  DeKaib 
county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the  tstabllshment  of  a 
snail  route  from  Chicago  to  Grand  Detour,  in  that 
State;  which  waB  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  petition  from  C.  G. 
Gunter,  praying  that  the  title  to  a  Creek  reserva- 
tion may  be  vested  in  him:  refened  te  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  he  had  been  re- 
.qaested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
submit  a  resolution;  which  was  read,  as  follow?: 

R4»ohetL  That  the  reaolaaon  of  the  Seraile  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1841,  reqaeeting  the  Secreury  of  War  to  report  to  the 
Senate,  at  the  enauingeeeiion  of  Congreaa,  hia  ophilon  upon  ihe 
aublieot  of  the  reeerratlon  elaima  artaing  under  the  Cherokee 
treatr,  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  board  of  commiaaioaera, 
4te.,  be,  and  the  aaroe  la  heiebj,  reacinded. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  a 
^w  had  been  passed,  and  a  board  of  commission- 
ers had  been  appointed  under  it,  to  investigate 
those  clsim.<t.  The  board  are  now  iavestigaticg 
them.  They  do  not  want  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary; and  a  great  labor  would  be  saved  the  de- 
partment by  rescinding  the  resolution. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM, 
doubting  whether  any  board  were  progressing  wiih 
an  investigation,  (the  claims  of  his  censiitQents  not 
yet  being  investigated;)  and  by  Mr.  KING,  assur- 
ing him  that  said  commission  was  now  in  session 
in  this  city,  and  in  the  performance  of  tlieir  daty; 
the  question  was  put  on  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion,  vis: 

Jle»olvedy  That  the  Committee  onRoadaand  Canals  be  in- 
atrucied  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  surrendering  to  the 
Suieof  Maryland  all  the  interest  the  United  Statee  may  have 
in  the  atocic  of  the  Chesapealce  and  Ohio  Caaal  Company, 
upon  such  iustand  liberal  terma  as  may  be  beat  calculated  to 
induce  to  the  early  completion  of  that  Imnoruint  work:  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  lodiaoa  suggested  to  the  roo;er 
to  eirike  oat  the  words  "report  by  bHl  or  other- 
wise," as  they  were  unnecessary;  which  srggcs- 
tion  being  yielded  to, 

The  resolution  was  adopted  as  modified. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rolp,  viz: 

RtMlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  report  which  may  hare  been 
made  to  him,  or  lo  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  United 
States  attorney  for  the  eastern  dialrict  of  Pennsylvania,  in  re- 
laUon  to  the  cloth  casea,  recenUy  tried  In  that  district,  inrolvinir 
forfeitnrea  conaequeot  upon  the  riolaiioo  of  the  revenue  law^ 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Retolyed,  That  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Wllkea  to  the  Sec 
Tecary  of  the  Navy,  relating  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  be  prim- 
ed; and  that  the  charta  of  Columbia  river,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Admiralty  inlet  and  Paget  aoundtbe  engraved  oi  litho- 
graphed under  diractian  of  Lieutanani  Wilkes. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  the  follow, 
ing  resolution;  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule,  viz: 

Re9olve±  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  directed  lo 
"^kST.'  "*         Senate,  in  aa  concise  a  form  as  may  be  pracii- 

I.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  close  of  tlie  war  of 
|ht  RevoluUott,  and  the  amooat  paM  t)y  the  Federal  Gorern. 


ment  for  the  individual  Btatea,  for  the  expenditures  incurred  In 
that  war. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  close  of  the  late  war 
whh  Great  Britain:  and  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the 
cinee  of  each  Admuiiairation  of  the  Federal  Government 

3.  The  amount  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  each 
Administration. 

4.  The  tnrosa  amount  of  the  receipts  of  each  Administration 
— dlBtingulthing  between  the  receipts  from  im porta,  public 
lands,  and  other  sources. 

5  The  (cross  amount  of  the  expenditurea  of  each  Adminb* 
tration— distini^ulshing  between  the  amount  paid  in  diactiarge 
of  thepublic  debt,  and  for  other  purposes. 

G.  The  amount  deposited  with  the  Suites,  severally. 

7-  TJH  groes  amount  of  continental  paper  money  iwued  by 
the  Fe^ral  Government,  and  the  amount  of  the  same  redeemed 
by  the  Government. 

a  The  preaent  public  debt  of  the  United  Slatea,  in^oes. 

9  The  present  public  debt  of  Great  Britain,  in  groes. 

10.  The  gross  amount  of  exports  and  of  imports  of  the  IJni* 
ted  States,  during  each  Administration  of  the  Federal  Govern* 
ment. 

11.  What  nations  have  funded  their  public  debt,  or  the  debta 
of  their  citizens,  under  the  original  par  value  thereof,  or  at  a 
diminished  rate  of  interest,  and  the  terms  of  such  funding. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  he  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  withoot 
amendment.  House  bill  eotitled  "An  aetfcr  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  D.  Rose  and  others;^*  and  House 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barent  Siry- 
ker»' 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  presented  ^reral 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Connec- 
ticut— 

]•  Instructing  their  Senators  to  make  suitable 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  refund 
to  General  Jackson  the  fine  impcsed  on  him  by 
Judge  Hall,  in  the  year  1815,  with  interest  thereon 
to  the  time  of  payment,  without  condition  rr  qual* 
ification,  as  an  act  of  long-delayed  justice  to  that 
venerable  citizen,  patriot,  and  statesman. 

2.  Requesting  Congress  to  make  suitable  provis- 
ion for  drilling  and  disciplining  the  militia  officers 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  may  be  schooled  in 
the  art;  of  war,  and  be  competent  to  discharge  their 
duties  in  time  of  war. 

3  Resolution  denying  the  right  of  Congress  to 
dictate  to  the  States  the  mode  in  which  they  shall 
elect  their  Representatives  in  Congress*,  and  pro- 
testing against  the  exercise  of  that  right  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  a  palpable  and 
dangerous  violation  of  rights  of  the  Legislatures 
and  people  of  the  States;  which  resolutions,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  CommiUee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relating  to  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  Statep,  reported  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  several  acts  now  in  existence  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  so  modi> 
f  irinff  the  existing  lawsas  that  each  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
shall  be  appomted  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  adrice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

AIk),  whether  it  be  expedient  to  repeal  or  modify  the  lnw 
which  prohibits  contractors  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  fVom 
carrying,  without  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General,  news  • 
papers  other  than  those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  (rom  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 
James  B.  M'Kown;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
firioted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

ReMoboedy  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  to  Martin 
Fen  wick,  of  Maryland,  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  m  the  State 
of  Missouri;  *and  that  the  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  ^nate  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  to  Ab- 
salom Linlf  a  certain  tract  of  land  lyiug  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  that  the  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  moiinn  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  the  ComraiUee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  nwking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  A.  Hlacum;  and  that  ibe 
petition  and  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  be  refernd  to  Aid  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Re»olvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pawing  an  explana- 
tory law  embracing  certain  land  claims  cbnflrmedrto  the  sons  of 
Bento  Vasquea  in  1836,  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appoint. 
ed  to  inveMigate  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  under  acts 
of  Congresa  of  9th  July,  1832,  and  2d  March,  1833. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  documents  relatiog  to  the 
claim  of  Dr.  Fenwickj  which  were  referred. 


Mr.  'OUNG,  on  leave,  introduced' a  bill  anihor* 
izing  the  ^a/e  of  school  lands^  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois, 
and  to  legalize  such  sales  as  have  been  made  prior 
to  the  passage  of  snch  act;  which  was  read  Iwioe^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNO  presented  documents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  grant  of  land,  to  aid  in  completing  the  U- 
liaois  and  Michigan  canal,  which  be  moved  the 
printing  of:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

Sundry  bili«  from  (he  House  were  tatren  from 
the  table,  read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  orders  ef  the  day  brought  up  Mr.  Lnm^ 
bill  "to  author  ze  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Tenitory  of  Ore^ 
gon,  for  extending  certain  portions  of  tfaie  laws  of 
the  United  States  over  the  same,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses;*'  the  consideration  of  which  was  reaoned 
from  Friday,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Some  doubt  being  expressed  as  to  the  question 
pending, 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  ft  was  on  Mr. 
AacBxa'iB  motion  renewing  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tipvin]  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
asable  to  the  bill,  which  was  in  these  words: 
**Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not  be  abaa- 
doned:  therefore*'— 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  he  hoped,  npoD  recon- 
sideration.  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of 
striking  cut  the  preamble  when  the  bill  was  last  up, 
woold  now  feel  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing  m 
it  to  render  this  motion  to  strike  out  necessary, 
whilst  there  was  much  to  be  considered  in  favor  of 
letting  it  htand.  It  is  very  certain  (as  he  remarked 
the  other  dsy)  that  we  have  some  Oregon  territory, 
and  that  to  it  we  will  not  abandcn  our  title.  Great 
Britain  does  not  deny  that  we  have  $$me;  why, 
then,  slAiId  our  assertion  to  that  effect  give  any 
cause  of  ditsatisfactioni  Bat,  even  if  it  did,  the 
assurance  that  we  will  not  abandon  our  title  should 
be  made,  becaase  it  is  requisite  to  quiet  thu  mintls 
of  our  own  people  on  that  point.  It  is  alUimportaat 
that  we  should  give  some  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  daily  inquiries  made.  We  owe  it  to  our  eiti* 
zens  already  settled  in  the  territory,  and  now 
amounting  to  1,500  or  9,000.  He  bad  letters 
which  led  him  to  the  conviction  that,  if  this  assur- 
ance were  given,  the  settlers,  durina  the  next  sum- 
mer, would  amount  to  at  least  5,000.  In  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  at  all  ne- 
cessary to  have  any  regard  to  the  effect  it  would 
would  produce  on  Bngland.  If  that  countrj  was 
80  unreasonable  as  to  object  to  the  declaimtion 
made  in  this  preamble,  ho  certainly  would  not  be 
deterred  by  that  objection;  nor  would  he  make  the 
least  modification  to  »uit  her  views.  S  ill,  if  other 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  continued  to  oppose 
the  preamblr,  he  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  retain- 
ing it,  Iske  to  loFc  the  bill  itself,  merely  because  the 
preambie  was  or  was  not  stricken  out.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  cmtinued  as  it  was. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  wait  very  sorry  that  be 
did  not  ft  el  himself  any  more  at  liberty  today,  tliaa 
he  did  when  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration, 
to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  Seimtor 
from  Missouri  for  the  wiihdra.wal  of  that  motion. 
He  thooght,  a.s  a  matter  of  good  taste,  the  j  ought 
not  to  retain  .<^uch  a  preamble.  The  motives  of  Ihe 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  were — ^whatt  To 
give  assurance  to  the  pf>pulafion.of  that  territory 
that  ibis  G'^veroment  really  mean  to  carry  out 
their  own  bill !  Was  there  any  sudi  asimranoe 
wanted?  Was  not  the  passage  of  the  bill  itself  a 
sufficient  assurance?  Would  it  not,  in  fac,  argue 
a  sortcfimputaiior,  if,  in  addition  tothepaesafc 
of  the  bill,  <h:s  declaration  be  required  to  be  made 
a«  a  sort  of  guaranty  for  (he  sineeriiv  of  this 
Qovernmeni?  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri would  not  affirm  that  such  a  declaration  was 
necessary,  in*r*ference  to  other  subjecta  of  legiala* 
tioD;  and  if  not  necessary  in  other  cases,  why  in 
thi^? 

But  there  were  other  objections  atill  strcmger. 
Did  not  the  gentlrmsn  perceive  that  it  woold  be 
belter  to  avoid  all  cause  of  offence,  and  to  obtain* 
the  possession  c  f  (his  territory  on  terms  of  perfect 
am:ty  and  good  fteiing  with  all  foreign  powers, 
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rather  than  awaken  their  jealousy  and  animosity? 
The  adoption  of  sach  a  preamble  be  (Mr.  A.) 
iboQgbt  watf  ealenlated  to  awaken  the  pride,  and 
pMsibly  the  resistance,  of  the  British  Qo/ernment. 
Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  the  British  Govern- 
neat  were 80  little  disposed  to  indulge  the  feeling 
of  jealon^  as  to  overlook  a  circumstance  of  this 
kind  ?  Since  this  subject  was  last  under  consider- 
alioB,  he  (Mr.  AjtCHSR)  had  given  it  an  attentive 
aid  kbonons  investigation ;  and,  though  he  be- 
Jiefed  the  title  of  the  United  States  wpa  a  strong 
ooe,  yet  it  was  a  subject  involving  so  much 
dificalty,  and  spread  over  so  great  a  surface,  that 
hecert«Aiy  felt  a  hesitation  in  saying  it  was  whol- 
ly dear,  undoubted,  and  une quivocaL  It  was  a 
eoaplJMted  subject.  Did  it  become  them,  then,  to 
sty  peremptorily,  and  at  once,  that  the  title  is  un- 
doabted  and^uneqalvocal?  He  believed  it  was  not 
the  irae  course  of  policy  for  this  Oovemment  to 
pirsQe  in  relation  to  this  subject.  In  every  view* 
tbit  could  be  taken  of  the  subject,  the  preamble 
wag  usetoas,  and  it  might  produce  evil  conse- 
quences. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Senate  would 
concur  with  him  in  striking  it  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  on  every  occasion 
of  referring  this  subject  to  a  select  committee  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  it  had  been  his  duly,  as 
a  itember  of  such  committee,  (of  which  his  friend 
l^om  Missouri,  [Mr.  Linv,]  the  mover,  was  chair- 
man,) uniformly  to  concur  in  opinion  with  him 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  action  of  Congress  for 
the  (cccupation  and  settlement  of  the  territory. 
Heretofore,  the  bills  introduced  for  that  purpose 
had  been  postponed  from  time  to  time,  owing  to 
the  allegafion  that  we  had  many  other  subjects  of 
n^tiation  with  England  to  be  settled,  which  this 
Bight  embarrass.  It  was  always  urged  as  a  mo- 
life  for  postponement,  that  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  ict  iu  this  matter,  lest  our  action  might  raise  up 
new  diiUcalties  to  protract  those  negotiatl^s. 

The  same  objections  cannot  now  eiist.  AH  the 
difficulties— or,  at  least,  the  greatest  of  them— were 
settled  by  the  late  treat/.  They  may  be  coosid- 
eied  as  adjusted. 

^  The  question  now  was,  really,  whether  we  are 
to  issert  our  rights  in  relation  to  this  territory,  or 
to  abandon  them—- whether  we  shall  maintain  our 
title,  or  by  onr  own  neglect  suffer  it  to  be  placed 
ia  doubt.  Now,  be  was  fully  prepared  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  abandon  ene  inch  of  the 
territory  claimed  by  this  country  on  the  northwest 
coast,  from  the  43d  to  the  f4ih  degree  of  northern 
tetitude.  To  the  whole  of  this  territory,  he  con- 
tidertd  the  title  of  the  United  Slates  indefeasible, 
aad  that  we  ^nld  not  abandon  our  claim  to  one 
inch  of  it  He  went  further :  he  would  say  that 
(3reat  Britain  had  no  rieht  to  the  portion  occupied 
by  her  subjeets,  and  claimed  by  her;  and  that  it 
WIS  now  more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  should 
lAert  our  rights,  considering  the  late  events  with 
regard  to  her  occupation  of  China  by  British 
iorees. 

From  a  careful  examinatirn  of  the  various  bills 
heretofore  introduced,  and  the  reports  of  committees, 
as  well  as  other  sources  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  come  to  the  conviction  that  every 
iaeh  of  the  territory  within  the  latitudes  designated 
belonged  of  right  to  tbe  United  Stiates,  and  that  the 
British  Government  has  not  a  shadow  of  claim  to 
tbe  smallest  portion  of  it  He  fully  believed  that 
now  to  refuse  tbe  assertion  of  our  claim  would 
be  injurious  to  this  country  and  its  honor.  He  did 
not  believe  that,  if  we  made  tbe  decliaration  em* 
bodied  in  this  preamble,  war  with  Qreat  Britain 
would  follow.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  it 
would  extinguish  her  pretence  for  a  quarrel 
wiih  us.  But,  even  if  it  was  to  produce  that 
effect,  he  was  prepared  to  make  the  declaration 
notwithstanding,  and  abide  the  i5sne«  He  was  not 
prepared  to  abandon  our  title  to  an  inch  of  the  ter- 
ritoiy,  on  tbe  ground  that  our  assertion  of  it  would 
lead  to  war,  or  on  any  other  ground;  because  he 
eoundered  that  title  indisputable  and  indefeasible. 
He  beUeved  it  now  to  be  tbe  duty  of  Congress  to 
assert  our  title;  to  declare  to  the  world  that  we  will 
maintain  our  rights,  and  will  not  abandon  them. 
Jf  Great  Britain  is  to  take  offence  at  our  declara- 
tion that  ve  will  maintain  our  rightful  claim,  her 
doing  so  would  be  no  argument  to  him  that  we 


ought  to  yield.  He  considered  the  preamble  to  tbe 
t>ill  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  hoped  it  would 
not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that,  unfortunately,  by 
our  own  supioeness,  we  bad  permitted  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, for  all  practical  purposes,  to  take  possession 
of  the  territory.  From  1814,  through  the  agency 
of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company^  and  subsequently 
through  that  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  in 
which  the  former  was  merged,  she  had  gained  all 
she  could  gain  from  the  practical  possession  and 
occupation  of  the  country.  She  had,  by  the  ex- 
tension of  her  territorial  laws  of  Canada,  by  act 
of  Parliament,  carried  British  laws  to  the  very 
limits  of  our  own  organized  territorial  govern- 
ments. England  had  thus  told  us  What  we  might 
or  might  not  do.  She  had  literally  said  to  us.  You 
may  go  so  far,  but  .yon  shall  not  go  one  step  be- 
yond: if  you  do,  we  will  object,  and  our  objection 
must  be  enough  to  stop  you:  you  must  abide  by 
our  acts  of  Parliament.  Ought  we  to  suffer  thi»1 
Ought  we  not,  rather,  to  stand  up  to  her  foot  to 
foot,  and  at  once  meet  her  face  to  face,  and  put  an 
end  to  her  encroachments? 

We  are  too  prone  to  pay  ubdue  deference  to  our 
old  mother  country.  We  forget  how  much  worse 
than  a  bad  idepmother  she  had  in  time  past  proved- 
to  us«.  We  cannot,  in  spite  of  our  reason  and  our  re- 
collections, cast  off"  our  colonial  deference  to  her  au- 
thority. We  never  will  get  free  from  her  anoyance 
till  another  opportunity  occurs  of  proving  our  inde- 
pendence— another  contest,  in  which  she  will  be 
as  much  humbled  as  she  was  in  the  last.  He  did 
not  desire  to  see  another  contest  with  Great  Britain. 
But  he  firmly  believed  we  would  never,  in  the  face 
of  heaven  and  the  world,  stand  as  freemen,  till  we 
had  another  conflict;  and,  though  he  did  not  desire 
it,  yet  be  never  would  take  one  step  backward  to 
avoid  it.  He  would  recall  to  the  Senate  the  ag- 
gression of  England,  the  burning  of  our  ships,  the 
murder  of  our  seamen,  the  destruction  of  property 
upon  the  frontier,  which  we  had  sjstained  year  af- 
ter year,  and  which  all  bad  borne  as  if  our  whole 
population  were  imbued  with  the  divine  spirit  of 
Christianity.  Was  it  so?  No,  sir;  it  was  not 
through  this  high  and  exalted  motive  'hat  we  sub- 
mitted; it  was  from  a  very  different  cause.  He 
would  assert  again,  in  any  contest  that  may  take 
place,  we  have  retreated  so  often  and  so  long, 
and  debased  ourselves  so  much,  that  he  felt  he 
would  not  yield  another  inch  of  ground.  But  he 
wouM  ask,  how  would  this  affect  ouc  relations  with 
Great  Britain?  It  was  merely  asserting  that  they 
would  not  abandon  it.  It  was  an  encouraging 
declaration  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
those  people  who  may  think  proper  to  cast  their 
lot  in  that  territory. 

He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  ^ssage  of  the 
preamble.  Would  not  Great  Britain  take  the 
same  exception  to  the  bill  as  to  the  preamble? 
Practically,  the  bill  was  just  as  offensive  without  it 
as  wjth  it. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
Senator  that  it  was  at  all  necessary  to  tbe  assertion 
of  our  rights  to  make  the  declaration  which  is 
made  by  this  preamble.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  most  dignified,  firm,  and  decided  course  was  to 
point  out  what  was  necessary  to  be  done,  to  take 
possession,  and  to  hold  it  until  the  whole  matter 
could  be  finally  and  permanently  determined. 
We  believe  (said  Mr.  K  )  that  we  have  the  right  to 
the  territory  in  question;  and.at  a  proper  time  we 
may  be  called  on  to  assert  that  right.  But  I. do 
not  think  it  necessary  for  us  to  Msnen  that  right  in 
advance,  and  to  say  that  we  will  have  the  country 
because  it  is  ours.  It  would  not  make  our  posi- 
tion any  belter,  or  give  us  a  higher  standing.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  Senator  would  see  the  pro- 
priety of  striking  out  the  preamblp.  Much  as  he 
desired  to  see  the  country  occupied  by  an  Ameri- 
can population,  which  would  be  enabled  in  a  few 
years,  if  properly  supported  by  tbe  Government, 
to  defend  and  maintain  the  territory;  yet  he 
would  not  resort  to  any  such  expedient-— indeed 
nonesuch  was  necessary.  The  bill uself, bethought, 
would  go  very  far  towards  giving  them  such  a 
population — a  population  of  hardy,  enterprising 
men. 

The  country  must  be  ours,  and  he  felt  no  appie- 
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hension  that  any  foreign  power,  however  strong, 
can  by  any  possibility  hold  long  possession  of  any 
portion  of  this  continent.  He  (Mr.  K  )  would 
not  precipitate  the  matter  by  the  adoption  of  such 
a  prcami»le  as  this;  he  would  prefer  that  the  Senate 
should  act  on  the  l)ill  by  itself. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  inclined  to 
vote  against  tbe  preamble — not  because  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  what  bad  been  expressed 
as  to  maintaining  our  just  rights,  but  because  it  * 
seemed  to  him  that,  however  strong  the  language 
employed  might  be,  it  was  a  very  feeble  method  of 
asserting  our  claim;  it,  in  fact,  rather  conveyed  the 
impression  that  they  were  doubtful  of  their  own  title, 
and  were  attempting  to  fortify  it  by  a  declaration  that 
right  or  wrong,  we  intend  to  stand  by  it.  If  our 
title  be  a  clear  one,  it  requires  no  such  declaration; 
and  if  it  be  not  a  good  title,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  not 
more  likely  to  be  recognised  by  the  world,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  declaration  on  our  part. '  Be^ 
lieving  as  he  did,  that  our  title  is  complete  and  un- 
blemished, he  would  not  snllf  it  by  any  such  pro^ 
ceeding.  How  would- it  sound,  if,  in  an  act  rela- 
ting to  the  District  of  Columbia,  we  were  to  insert 
a  declaration  that  we  would  never  abandon  the 
possession?  Would  it  not  be  absurd?  He  could 
see  no  occasion  for  disputing  al)out  the  nutter.  It 
was  highly  inappropriate  and  unfit^  and  he  should, 
therefore,  give  his  vote  against  the  preamble. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
understood  that  he  was  not  either  opposed  to  tbe 
bill,  or  to  the  maintenance  of  our  rights,  whenev- 
er there  would  be  occasion  to  assert  them.  He 
only  objected  to  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
the  preamble  to  the  bill.  He  thought  it  altogether 
imprudent,  besides  being  in  bad  taste,  to  put  aiiy 
such  preamble  to  the  bill  at  all. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
it  was  found  that  they  were  17  to  17;  and,  as  the 
Chair  was  about  to  give  a  casting  vote, 

Mr.  ARCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  before  they  were  ordered, 

Mr.  KING  asked  whether  this  vote  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  or  indeed  in  any  form,  would  not 
be  calculated  to  have  the  very  efifect  which  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  deprecated— that  of  pre- 
judicing the  question,  and  increasing  the  doubt  he 
wishes  to  dispel.  The  preamble  asserts  an  un- 
doubted title  to  the  territory.  A  vote  to  strike  out 
the  assertion  of  this  undoubted  right  would  besr 
the  inference  that  the  Senate  had  some  doubt;  and 
even  if  the  motion  to  strike  out  did  not  prevail,  the 
voteof  its  supporters  would  have  the  tendency  in- 
dicated. He  hoped  ahe  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  see  the  disadvantage  of  this  vote,  and  agree 
to  remove  the  difficulty  by  acceding  at  once  to  tbe 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  as  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, should  say  that  he  did  not  consider  the 
preamble  to  the  bill,  when  pressed  by  the  chair- 
man, very  important;  but  was  willing  to  retain  ir, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  sa'isfy  the 
public  mind.  But  now  that  tbe  subject  bad  been 
debated,  and  a  question  put  on  striking  out  the  pre- 
amble, he  thought  it  better  it  ihould  be  retained, 
than  that  any  doubt  should  be  increased  by  the  de- 
cision in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  oat. 

Mr.  LINN,  after  a  few  remarks,  for  the  sake  of 
unanimity  in  support  of  the  general  provisions  of 
,  the  bill,  consented  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia. 

Tbe  preamble,  therefore,  by  general  consent, 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  FULTON  submitted  an  amendment  to  come 
in  at  the  sixteenth  line,  as  follows : 

"  And  to  everf  such  inhabitant  and  caltivaior,  beinf  a  mar- 
ried man,  there  atiall  t>e  granted,  in  addition,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  (tie  wife  of  said  liusband,  and  tbe  like  quantity  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  fattier,  for  each  child  under 
the  see  of  eighteen  years,  he  may  have,  or  which  max  bo  t>orik 
within  fiye  years  afterwards > 

Mr.  FULTON  remarked  that  the  object  of  his 
amendment  was  to  make  some  equality  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  between  married  persons  and 
thoke  who  were  single.  It  was  also  his  purpose,  ia 
offering  it,  ro  hold  out  strong  inducements  to  men 
having  families  to  undertake  the  hazardous  enter- 
prise of  emigrating  to  that  remote  and  beautiful 
territory.  The  expeufe  to  men  with  families  to 
get  there  would  be  much  greater  than  to  single 
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men ;  and  be  ihoagbt,  therefore,  to  prodace  eqaal- 
ity,  a  greater  qnantam  of  land  should  be  given  to 
married  men.  He  hoped  there  wonld  be  no  ob- 
«  jection  to  the  amendment.  * 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  desired  to  vote  for  (his 
amendment.  He  went  on  to  show  that  the  French 
and  Spanish  Gk>Ternment8,  in  their  plans  of  settle  • 
ment  in  Lonisiana,  had  granted  land  to  ihe  hus- 
band, to  the  wife,  and  so  much  for  each  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  each  of  his  slaves;  and  that  snch  plan 
was  equitable,  and  went  to  equalize  the  grants 
among  the  settlers.  Mr.  B.  said  (hat  to  the  man 
having  a  family,  it  was  the  most  costly  and 
hazardous  to  emigrate  He  was  for  inducing  men 
with  families  to  go  to  (hat  country,  because  it 
would  give  the  strongest  bonds  which  could  be 
given  for  the  faithful  defence  of  the  country.  The 
man  of  family  has  far  more  responsibility  on 
him  to  defend  his  wife  and  children.  He  would 
therefore  vote  with  the  greatest  pleasure  for  the 
amendment. 

Messrs.  McROBERTS and  CRtTTENDEN sug- 
gested modifications  of  the  imendmebt;  which  were 
accepted  by  the  mover  of  it. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  the  mend^pfeit, 
mad  it  was  agreed  tp' 

Mr.  PHELPS  remarke<l  that  the  bill  provided 
for  extending  th#  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
tbe*8upreme  court  and  district  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa  over  the  Oregon  Territory i^s  defined 
in  the  bill;  and  for  that  purpose  authorized  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  associate  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  in  addition  to  the 
number  now  anihorized  by  law.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  make  the  appointment  of  two 
additional  judges  obligatory;  and  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  **shall,'*  in  the  3d  line  of  the  bill,  and 
insert,  **may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  President;"  so 
as  to  leave  discretion  with  the  President  to  judge  of 
the  necessity  of  their  appointment. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  fill  (he  blank  with  |100,000 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  (he  bill  into  effect;  which 
amendment,  after  a  few  remarks  bv  Messrs.  LINN, 
SMITH  of  Indiana,  HUNTINGTON,  McROB- 
ERTS,  and  CRITTENDEN,  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  sugeestion  of  Messrs.  WO  JDBURT, 
CRITTENDEN,  and  SEVIER,  some  further 
amendments  were  made  to  (he  bill.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and. 

At  the  suggestion  of  l^lr.  TAPPAN,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  tab!e  till  to  morrow,  with  a  view  of 
having  it  printed  as  amended. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  that  George  McDufiie, 
the  Senator  elected  by  the  Legislature  ofSdlith 
Carolina  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Mr.  Preston,  was  present,  tboogh  his 
eredentials  were  not  received.  He  had  left  home 
with  the  expectation  that  his  credentials  wonld  be 
received  on  his  arrival  here.  Mr.  A.  had  been 
told  by  the  Secretary  (hat  there  were  precedents  to 
authorize  the  qualifying  of  Mr.  McDoffip,  though 
his  credentials  were  not  formally  presented.  He 
moved  (hat  he  be  permitted  to  qualify. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  were  prece- 
dents to  juatify  that  course. 

Mr.  McDuFric  then  presented  himself,  and  was 
qualified. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TucsoAT,  January  3, 1843. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
French  and  forty-nine  others,  citizens  of  Barn* 
stead.  New  Hampshire,  for  a  mail  route  from  Qil- 
n\aaton  Iron  Works  to  Manchester,  in  said  State. 

Als0,  the  petition  of  Rphraim  Tibbcts,  and  fifty- 
one  others,  citizens  of  said  Qilmaoton  Iron  Works; 
of  James  Knox  and  seventy  others,  citizens  of 
Pembroke;  of  R.  T.  Le avitt  and  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  others,  citizens  of  Pittsfield;  and  of  J.  G. 
Cilley  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  others, 
citizens  of  Manchester;  all  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  said  mail  route  from  Gilmanton  Iron 
Works  to  Manchester;  which  said  several  petitions 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
^nd  Post  Roads. 


AUo,  the  petition  of  Thomas.  D.  Morrison,  of 
New  Hampshire,  for  remuneration;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BOYD  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  Citi- 
zens of  Marshall  and  Calloway  counties,  Ken- 
tucky, praying  that  a  pension  be  granted  to  Joseph 
Bowlin,  a  disabled  f^oldier  of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  pc95ented  a  petition,  signed  by 
four  hundred  and  thirty-two  inhabitanLs  of  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  town 
of  Milwaukie,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Also,  I  be  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Sac  coun 
ty,  in   the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  a^ing  Con- 
gress for  an  appr  »priation  for  th*^  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wi)>consin  rivers^ 

Also,  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  inhabi- 
tants of  the  (own  of  Southport,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbnr  at  that  town,  on  the  wes:ern 
shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  Lo WELL  presented  tfie  petition  of  Edward 
S.  Jarvis,  and  twenty-six  other  shipmasters  and 
merchants  of  Mount  Desert,  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penobscot  bay, 
Maine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.' 

The  several  committees  were  called  on  for  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  district  court  of  the 
United  States  at  Wheeling,  in  the  Siaie  of  Vir- 
ginia.'' 

Mr.  I.  said,  as  he  presumed  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  biU,  he  moved  that  it  be  now 
passed. 

The  bill  was  then  read  three  times  and  passed. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  follbwirg 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  in- 
structed to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  capital 
punishment  in  public. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  sundry  adverse  reports. 

COST  OP  FIRE-ARMS. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  offered  (he  following  resoludoo, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  this  Ilouae, 
as  soon  as  practicable, 

IsL  The  coat  of  the  materials  for  the  fabrication  of  fire-arms 
at  the  United  Slates  armories. 

2d.  The  price  paid  Tor  labor  on  the  musket. 

3d.  The  expense,  per  musket.  Tor  all  other  labor,  comprising 
the  making  and  repairing  of  tools,  pay  of  ofncera,  dec. — pre* 
tenting  a  distinct  siatemeni  for  each  of  the  last  three  years. 

Andfthat  he  further  report  the  amount  expended  at  each  of 
the  armories  during  the  last  three  years,  separately,  for  all  pur- 
posea  not  dire<;^y  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  mus* 
kec 

LIGHT-HOUSE  IN  MAINE. 

Mr.  LOWELL  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house  at  Lit- 
tle River  harbor,  in  Cutler,  Maine. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  SLADB  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  present 
the  re.«oluiions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  in  re- 
lation to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  As  their  reception  was  precluded  by  the 
3l8i  rule,  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  mov- 
ing a  suspension  of  that  rule,  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  his  object,  and  offering  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  framed  on  the  15th  of 
May,  ISS),  the  foreign  slave-trade  is  declared  to  be  piiacy,  and 
is  made  punishable  by  death: 

And  whereas,  there  is,  and  has  long  been  carried  on  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  within  sight  of  the  balls  of  the  two 
Bouses  of  Congress,  and  tha  residence  of  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  this  nation,  a  trade  in  men,  involving  all  theprln* 
ctples  of  outraee  on  human  rights  which  chsracterize  the  for- 
eien  slave- trade,  and  which  have  drawn  down  upon  it  the  male- 
dictions of  the  civilized  world,  and  stigmatized  those  engaged 
in  it  as  enemies  of  the  human  race: 

And  whereas,  the  trade  thus  existing  in  this  District  is  aggra- 
vated in  enormity,  by  rea  on  of  its  being  carried  on  in  the  heart 
of  a  nation  whose  institutions  are  based  upon  the  principle  that 
all  men  are  created  equal,  and  whose  laws  have,  in  effect,  pro- 
claimed its  great  and  superlative  iniquity;  aggravated,  more* 
over,  by  its  outrage  on  the  sensibilities  of  a  Christian  commu- 
nity, by  its  sundering  of  the  ties  of  Christian  brotherhood,  and 
by  the  anguish  of  its  remorseless  violation  of  all  the  domestic 
relations,  rvodared  the  more  deep  and  enduriog  by  the  hallow* 


ing  infloencs  of  the  Cbrisdan  religion  upon  those  relatioos,iiMl 
by  the  increased  strength  which  it  gives  to  the  domeetic  aflac* 
uons: 

And  whereas,  one  of  the  purposes  of  (h«  CmalitiHioD,  io 
providing  for  iht  setting  apart,  and  exempting  from  Biate  jo* 
risdiction,  a  district  for  the  seat  of  theGovematent  of  the  United 
States,  was,  to  provide  a  Common  ground  whereon  all  could 
meet,  under  a  system  of  laws  not  Involving,  of  oecessiiy,  prin* 
ciples  or  usages  peculiar  to  anv  of  the  States,  bat  based  upoo 
the  great  principles  asserted  Id  the  Declaration  of  Indepeodtncs, 
and  looking  to  the  great  ofcrjects  cooteoiplated  in  the  preamirie 
to  the  Constitution: 

And  whereas,  that  purpose  of  the  Constitution  b  defeated,  by 
subjecting  a  majority  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  Siaiei,  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  a  majorhy  of 
those  employed  in  the  exec^itive  departments  at  the  seat  of 
Gtoveroment,  to  the  necessity  of  witnessing  a  trade  in  hunMn 
lieings,  which  is  to  them  a  source  of  grievous  aanoyaoce,  and 
an  object  of  deep  abhorrence  and  dete&tation: 

And  whereas,  this  trails  in  humjin  l>eings  is  carried  on  under 
the  authority  of  laws  enacted  by  'the  Congreas  of  the  United 
States;  thereby  involving  the  peoplA  of  alt  the  States  in  hi 
guili  and  disgrace-  a  guilt  andT disgrace  enhanced  by  the  eon- 
irideration  that  those  laws  are  a  virtual  usurpation  of  power, 
the  Conslitatlon  of  the  United  States  having  cooferraa  upon 
Congreas  no  right  to  sstablsh  the  relation  of  sUvery,  or  taaaoc* 
tion  and  protect  the  slave-trade  in  any  ponion  of  this  Coofsds- 
nicy:    Tnerefore, 

Retotoed,  That  all  laws  in  any  way  autborittof  or  sanction- 
ing the  slave-trade  in  this  District,  ought  to  tie  repealed^  and  tb« 
trade  prohibited;  and  that  the  Committee  for  the  Disrrict  of 
Columbia  be  Instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  GILMER  inquired  if  the  motion  was  in  or- 
der;  to  which 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  najs  were  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  A.  v.  BROWN  asked  if  it  wonld  be  in  or- 
der to  more  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER  said  No. 

Some  confntion  then  ensued,  and  several  gentle- 
men attempted  to  get  the  floor;  in  the  midst  of 
which,  the  calllcg  of  the  roll  was  commenced. 

The  Hoase  refused  to  suspend — ^yeas  73,  niys 
109,  as  follows: 

YEAS— HessTs.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews.  Aycrigg, 
Babcock.  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardinaa,  Bar- 
den.  B|kg*i  BrooBon.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Boneli,  Calhoon, 
Childs,  Whtenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Richard  D.  Dans, 
Everett,  Ferris,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Gates, 
Giddiogs,  Patrick  G.  Gooide,  Granger,  Halsted,  Henry,  Hod* 
son,  Hunt.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James,  Lino,  McKeonan,  Mc- 
Keon,  Maihiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Parroenter,  Pairldge,  Pendletoo, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Raridolph,  Ridgway,  Roosevelt, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanford, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stoksly,  Stratton,  Tillingliaal,  To- 
land,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Joseph  L.  White,  and  Wb< 
Ihrop— 73. 

NATS— Messrs.  LAadafl*  W.  Andrews.  Arnold,  Arring* 
ton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black.  Bowne,  Boya,  Brewster,  Aaien 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Gampbeli, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutliers,  Cary,  Casey.  Chimman, 
Clifiord,  Clinton.  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Croes,  Daniel, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson.  Dean,  Delierry,  EMtman,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gog* 
cin,  Gordon,  Green,  Gwin,  Harris,  Haya,  Hopkuw,  ilooek, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  IngsrsolC  Irwin,  Jsck, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim, 
King,  Lewis,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCIeltan.  McKay, 
Marctiand,  Airred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Maishall,  Mathews, 
Me^lill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Pavne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencber, 
Revnolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Shaw, 
Shields,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Sieenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart, 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Swenev,  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett, 
Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Washington,  Watterson.  Weller, 
Westhfook,  Edward  D.  White,  Christoplier  H.  WiUiasis, 
Wise,  and  Wood— 109. 

NAVAL  DEPOT. 

Mr.  TILL1NGHAST  presented  the  resolntioas 
oftheQeneral  Assembly  of  the  Siate  of  Rhode 
Island,  setting  forth  the  Tery  decided  and  snperior 
fitness  of  some  place  in  Narraganset  Bay  fort 
aaval  depot :  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioo,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BREAKWATER. 

Mr.  SALSTONSTALL  presented  a  resolntion 
instrneting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation  for  the  constraction  of  a  breakwater  at 
Sandy  Bay,  Massachusetts. 

BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  t>drered  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  MORGAN  presented  a  resolution  instmd- 
ing  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  to  inqslre  into 
the  eipedieacy  of  repealing  an  act  pu\ed  by  th^ 
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iemioM  Legislature  of  Florida,  entitled  ^An  act 
foftewtni  the  future  migratioa  or  emiKratioD  of 
fiee  Bccroes  and  mnlattoes  into  said  Territory," 
erso  moeh  thereof  as  imposes  a  cspitation  tax  on 
Mch  of  them  as  may  enter  said  Territory^  and  au- 
thorizei  their  sale  for  ninety-nine  years  for  non- 
piiyaieot  of  said  tax. 

Mx*  BLACK  moTed  to  lay  the  resolaiion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JAMBS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resnlted  in 
yeas  113»  nays  80;  as  follows: 

TEAft-Me«rs.  Lmdn/T  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Bidlack, 
Black,  Bofrne,  Boyd,  Brewcter,  AaronV.  Brown,  Mil'j)n  Brown, 
CbM. Blown,  Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Oreen  W.Caldwell, 
pitiiek  C.  Caldwell,  WiUiam  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Camp- 
Mi,  Camtben,  Cary,  Chapman.  Clifibrd,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Croat,  CusbiDg,  Daniel,  Garrett  Da?is,Daw. 
too.  Dean*  Deberrjf  Doig,  Eaetman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Cbi. 
A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Oeninr,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Gordon, 
Gimbam^  Green,  GoeUne,  Gwin,  Harii%  Hays,  Hopkins,  Honck, 
BooMoo,  llobard.  Hunter,  Cbarlea  J.  InKersoll,  Wm.  Com 
Jobfisoo,  Care  Johnaon,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Kelm,  King,  Lewis, 
Litdefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan, 
MdUy.  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Blaihews, 
Hedill,  Bleriwecber,  Miner,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newbard,  Ows- 
JsT,  PatrMce,  Piekena,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Rayner,  Red- 
kur,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Saunders, 
Saw,  Bhielda,  Stanly,  Staenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart, 
John  T.  Biuart,  Bummers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Tbnmpson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tripleit, 
Taney,  van  Bureo,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Wellsr,  Wenbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Chrtoiopber  H.  WUHama,  Wise,  and  Wood— 1 13. 

KAT8— Mesare:  Atbma,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aye- 
iwg,Babeock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Board- 
nun,  Borden,  Brigga,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
BomelL  Calhoun,  Caaey,  Chittenden,  John  C.Clark,StaleYN. 
Clarke,' Jamee  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Everett,  Fenia,  Pessenden,  FtUmorc,  John  G.  Floyd, 
flaua,  GUdines,  P.6.  Goode,  Granf er.  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hodsoo,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwto.  James, 
UiuL  McKennan,  McKeon,  Marcband,  Mathioc,  Mattocks, 
XazwaU,  Maynard,  Morgan,  MorrU,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Pinnenter,  Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Read, 
Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M. 
iSril,  Saltonsttll,  Banford,Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stokely, 
Bmoum,  TlUincbaat,  Toland.  Tomlineon,  Trumbull,  Wal* 
tece,Tl»on»B  W.  Williams,  Wmihrop,  and  John  YqiPf-80. 

GENERAL  JACKSON  *S  FINE. 

Mr.  BOWNE  offered  a  resolation  oa  this  sab- 
jeet,  as  follows: 

Rttciv0±  That  the  Commluee  on  the  Jodiciary  be  instructed 
lorepoit,  on  Thursday  next,  the  following  bill  to  refund  the 
tm  toposed  oa  General  Andrew  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 

[The  bill  was  that  introdnced  by  Mr.  Linn,  in 
the  Senate,  on  the  10th  March,  1843,  which  pro 
vided  that  the  proper  aeconnting  officers  of  the 
Treasiry  Department  be  directed  to  ascertain  the 
anoont  of  the  penalty  or  damages  awarded  by  the 
district  jndge  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
ia  the  year  1815,  against  Major  General  Andrew 
Jaekaon,  thai  eommander-in- chief  of  that  district, 
for  official  a6ts  in  that  capacity,  and  paid  by  him 
at  that  time;  and  that  the  aam  so  paid,  with  inter- 
est at  G  per  cent  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Major 
Geaeial  Andrew  Jackson,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
tieasnry  not  otherwise  appropriated.] 

Mr.  BOWNE  moved  the  previoos  qaestion  on 
the  adoption  of  bis  resolation. 

The  SPEAKER  took  the  qaestion,  and  being  of 
•pinion  that  the  motion  was  negatived— 

Bir.  WELLER  called  for  tellers;  and  they  were 
ordered.  . 

Messrs.  Wbllbr  and  Brioos  were  sppomted 
tellers;  and  they,  having  taken  the  vole,  reported 
66  in  the  affirmatif  e,  and  83  in  the  negative;  so 
the  motion  for  the  previoos  qaestion  was  not  sec- 

(Midedf 
Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  snbmiltcd  the  following 

rssolntion,  which  was  adopted: 

itcMfved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  l>e  insimct. 
•d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  earlj  provision,  by 
flpedai  Wll  or  oiherwlee,  for  renewing  and  continuing  ihe  pen- 
iloai  of  the  widowe  of  persons  who  were  tost  in  the  United 
StaiisihipBperTier. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  EYERETT  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnccd  the  order  of  ibe  day 

to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  'he  bankropt  law;  on  which 

the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 

•   had  the  floor.  ,    ^   s    ..     ^ 

Mr.T.  F.  MARSHALL,  who  hud  the  floor, 
rose,  and  observed  that  he  was  extremely  anxious 
to  have  said  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  was  parlicularly 
aaxiona  to  have  said  something  upon  the  inciden- 
tal questions  started  in  debate  by  the  gentleman 
^m  IfaMacbaaetls,  [Mr.  Cushino;]  but  he  was 


warned  by  the  experience  of  last  night  that  person- 
al debility  would  prevent  him  from  proceeding,  as 
he  could  have  wished,  for  the  short  time  the  rules 
of  the  House  allowed  him.  He  should,  therefore, 
yield  the  floor  to  any  gentleman  who  wished  to 
addvess  the  House  on  the  subject.  He  was  per- 
fectly sure,  be  added,  that  the  state  of  bis  health 
would  not  enable  him  to  proceed  as  he  wished. 

Mr.  MILTON  BROWN  regretted  the  disap- 
pointment that  all  must  necessarily  feel  in  con- 
sequence of  the  gentleman's  drclining  to  address 
the  House  on  this  subject,  as  was  expected.  He 
regretted,  in  common  with  all  others,  the  circum- 
stances that  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so. 
For  himself,  he  had  do  purpose  to  en  er  into  the 
general  debate  in  regard  to  these  subjects  of  politi- 
cal controversy  which  had  been  discussed  by  the 
gentlemen  who  preceded  him.  His  simple  and 
sole  object  in  now  rising  to  address  the  House  was 
to  say  something  in  regard  to  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  He  voted  for  that  law  originally, 
under  the  impression  that  his  constitnents  desired 
him  to  do  so;  and,  having  no  information  that  they 
desired  its  repeal,  he  voted  against  that  measure  at 
the  last  session;  and,  pursuing  the  same  course,  he 
should,  for  stronger  reasons,  vote  against  it  now. 

Perhaps,  in  the  history  of  our  whole  legislation, 
there  never  had  been  a  law  more  misunderstood 
and  more  misrepresented  than  this.  Objeotions 
had  been  urged  against  it,  that,  he  ventured  to 
say,  had  seldom  originated  in  the  law  iuelf ,  but  in  the 
representations  of  those  who  raided  the  objections. 
It  was  not  his  purpose  (Mr.  B.  said)  to  give  this 
question  a  party  torn;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
his  intention  to  discuss  it  in  connexion  with  the 
opinions  of  both  the  political  parlies  of  the  conn- 
try.  It  would  be  borne  in  mind  that,  before  the 
last  presidential  election,  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law  was  advocated  by  gentlemen  of  both  political 
parties;  and  even  now  it  would  be  found  that  there 
were  very  few  who  object  to  such  a  bankrupt  law, 
of  itself,  though  they  object  to  its  details.  It  was 
said  that  there  were  obnoxious  features  in  the  law 
which  not  only  ought  to  be  repealed,  but  that  the 
law  itself  should  be  repealed.  It  was  worthy  of  ob- 
servation, that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
gave  to  Congress  the  power,  and  the  only  power, 
of  passing  a  bankrupt  law,  was  adopted  by  nine 
States  to  one.  At  that  time  a  large  majority  of 
all  parties  concurred  in  the  belief  that  it  was  a 
wise  provision,  and  should  be  acqaieseed  in  by 
Congress. 

To  show  that  both  parties,  previous  to  the  last 
presidential  election,  ccncurred  in  the  propriety  of 
passing  a  bankrupt  law,  he  would  refer  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  two  bills  reported  in  the  Senate,  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  two  political  parties  in 
that  body;  each  professing  to  be  the  plan  of  the 
party  who  reported  it.  Ooe  of  these  bills  was  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Clayton,  the  other  by  Mr.  Wall. 
That  teportfd  by  Mr.  Clayton  was  looked  upon 
as  the  bill  of  the  Whig  party,  to  which  he  belong-' 
ed;  and  that  reported  by  Mr.  Wall,  as  the  bill  of 
the  Democrstic  party,  of  which  he  was  a  distin- 
guished member.  For  this  he  had  the  suihority  of 
Mr.  Benton,  from  whose  speech  on  that  occasion 
(which  would  be  found  in  the  Congressior>al 
Globe)  he  begged  leave  to  read  a  few  exiriac»s.  Mr. 
Benton  said: 

♦Three  memliers  ef  the  Judiciary  Comroiltee  have  reported 
one  bill;  two  membere  have  reported  another;  and  iheee  two 
hills  emanate  from  the  two  political  parties  which,  under  what- 
■oever  names,  have  existed  in  this  country  for  fifty  years." 

And  agdn  he  says,  after  stating  bis  objections 
to  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Clayton,  turning  to 
Mr.  WalPs  bill,  he  says: 

•The  other  is  a  general  bill,  loolcing  to  the  rights  of  creditors, 
as  well  as  to  the  relief  of  debtors— intended  for  the  future  as 
well  as  the  present  and  the  past— applicable  to  corporations  as 
well  as  to  persons— embracing  the  compulsoiy  as  well  as  the 
voluntary  feature— and  making  provisions  for  those  who  are  not, 
as  well  as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and  traders." 

Another  prominent  objection  that  Mr.  Benton 

had  to  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Clayton,  would  be 

found  in  the  same  speech. 

"After  all,  [said  Mr.  Benton,)  the  bill  is  not  to  be  applicable 
to  all  debiors— the  relief  is  not  to  be  for  all  persons  owing  debts. 
There  is  to  be  a  line  of  division  between  the  debtors— a  hori- 
xoDtal  line— ihoae  above  the  line  are  to  liave  relief;  those  below 
it  are  denied  it.  This  results  from  the  amount  which  the  debtor 
tnoat  owe  in  order  to  entitle  himself  tQ  the  tMneflt  of  ita  provis. 


iona.  The  bill  provides  for  an  amount,  but  leaves  the  som  in 
blank.  Will  the  reporter  of  the  bill  (ai^  Mr.  B.,  addreosing 
Mr.  Clayton  of  Delaware)  name  iha  amount  which  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  inseni 

'*tMr.  Ulayton  said  he  had  not  l>een  instmcted  to  more  a 
particular  sum;  but  fSOO  had  been  mentioned  in  tlie  com^ 
mittee.] 

"Mr.  Benton  continued:  Five  hundred  dollars.  That  was 
the  sum  tuentioned  in  the  committee,  and  no  other  sum  is  men* 
tioned  here.  Five  hundred  dollais  must  be  considered,  then,  as 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  owed,  to  entitle  a  person  to  the 
relief  of  the  act.  Now,  this  is  arbitrary  and  unequal;  it  cuts  off 
the  eraall  dealers— the  persons  of  little  property— the  laborers; 
it  cuts  them  off  from  the  benefits  of  the  act,  and  operates  as 
an  encouragement  to  people  lo  go  largely  in  debt,  as  the  latge 
debtors  are  to  be  relieved,  and  the  small  ones  not.  It  makes 
(he  act  exclusive  for  the  large  dealers,  and  ihis  contrary  to  the 
principle  of  equality  which  is  profeseed  in  the  bill,  and  with- 
out any  foundaiion  m  reason  and  justice.  The  weight  of  debt 
k  relative,  not  absolute.  It  depends  upon  the  amount  of  the 
debtor's  property,  and  not  upon  the  amount  of  the  delK.  To 
one  man.  a  debt  of  one  hundred  dollars  is  as  much  as  a 
hundred  thousand,  or  a  million,  is  *lo  another.  To  one  man, 
five  hundred  dollars  is  as  much  as  five  hundred  thousand  is  to 
another;  and,  beyond  question,  the  most  numerous  class  of 
debtors  in  the  United  States  are  those  who  owe  leas  than  tha 
minimum  proposed  in  this  bill.  But  these  email  debtors,  nu- 
merous as  they  are,  are  disreearded  and  overlooked  by  theliill. 
They  ate  to  work  out  iheir  debts  In  sorrow  and  in  misery, 
carrying  their  endless  load  u>  the  grave;  while  the  dashers— 
the  large  debters— clear  out  theirs  by  a  declaration  and  a  sur- 
'  render." 

Again:  Mr.  Benton  said— and  he  referred  to 

this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  both  parties 

concurred  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law— 

'1  do  not  think  the  present  session  the  propitiAus  one  for  ben* 
eficial  action  on  this  subject.  Five  hundred  thousand  voters, 
demanding  the  pasnage  of  a  law,  on  the  eve  of  an  election, 
must  have  an  influence  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  law- 

S'ver,  as  well  as  upon  his  Judgment  and  conscience.  Binc4 
ey  have  waited  so  long,  I  should  have  preferred  the  delay  of 
a  few  months  more.  Still,  the  subject  is  before  us,  and  we  are 
here;  and  I  am  willing  to  act,  and  to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  my 
duty.  I  am  ready  to  awist  in  framing  an  act  which  shall  be 
general  in  its  provisions,  and  just  in  ita  application— which 
shall  do  justice  to  the  ct editor,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor— whicli 
shall  apply  to  trading  and  money-dealing  corporations,  aaweU 
as  to  trading  and  money-dealing  Individuals—  which  shall  b« 
compulsory  with  regard  to  traders  and  dealers,  whether  natural 
or  artificial— which  shall  be  optional  with  respect  to  other 
classes  of  the  community— and  which  shall  distinguish  betwaeo 
misfortune  and  misconduct." 

Further  on,  Mr.  Benton  made  the  following  re* 

mark,  which  proves  that  the  bill  of  Mr.  Wall  was 

the  bill  of  the  Democratic  party: 

"The  bill  of  the  minority  furnishes  the  true  baais  for  the 
enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system.  We  offer  to  provide  for  all: 
and  it  is  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  say  that  alt 
shall  miscarry  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  provide  for  one  part, 
and  one  side,  only. 

Here  was  the  proof  of  two  facts:  First,  that  the 
bill  of  Mr.  Wall  originated  with  the  party  to  whioh 
he  belonged;  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  considered 
by  them  as  the  true  basis  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Now, 
what  were  the  provisions  of  this  bill?  He  bad  it  in 
bis  hand,  and  found  that  it  contained  every  objec* 
nonable  feature  that  was  so  strongly  condemned 
in  the  present  law.  Mr.  Bbowm  then  referred  to 
Mr.  WaliV  speech,  published  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  of  1839,  page  463,  from  which  he  read  the 
following  extract: 

♦'It  is  intended  to  act  both  retrospectively  and  prospectively. 

"It  looks  u  pom  he  past,  not  to  condemn,  but  to  relieve.  The 
whole  land  is  strewed  with  the  wrecks  of  luinkruptcy,  and  wo 
cannot  look  in  any  direction,  without  perceiving  the  *pet»am 
etJlot»am"  of  trade  cast  upon  its  shores.  All  must  admit  the 
fact,  however  much  they  may  disagree  as  to  the  causes,  that 
this  state  of  things  has  resulted  from  the  contraciioris  and  ex- 
pansions of  the  currency;  and  that  the  fluctuations  growing  out 
of  it  have  imparted  to  all  business  depending  on  prices,  the 
hazards  and  viciesltudes  incident  to  commerce  and  trade.  Tho 
beat  enersies  of  the  country  have  been  paralysed;  the  brtghteat 
visions  of  gain  have  disappeared;  and  the  wisnt  and  moiA 
prudent  schemes,  uniting  public  improvement  with  individual 
interest,  have  perished  as  if  by  magic,  in  the  universal  lovui- 
slon  thai  has  desolated  the  country.  This  bill  propoaM  to  caai 
the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  past  conduct  of  the  debtor- 
over  his  acts  which  may  have  been  compelled,  or  the  prefer- 
ences which  may  have  but  extorted,  In  hia  vain  strugglM  to  pro- 
long  his  existence  in  the  maria  of  trade.  All  that  it  demands 
from  the  debtor  who  seeks  its  benefits  is,  that  he  should  honMUy 
surrender  what  is  left,  however  small,  for  the  general  benefit  of 
hia  creditors." 

Now,  continqed  Mr.  B ,  here  was  the  bill  which 
Mr.  Benton  said  originated  *ith  his  parly,  and 
looked  not  only  to  the  present,  bat  the  past;  and 
which  Mr.  Wall  said  demanded  nothing  from  the 
kebtor  but  that  he  should  honestly  surrender  what 
was  left  of  hi«  rflfeots,  however  small,  for  the  ben- 
ffii  of  his  creditors.  Mr.  Benton  said  that  il 
looked  not  only  to  the  present,  but  to  the  past— to 
small  snms,  as  well  as  large  ones— and  was  not 
confined  to  the  limit  of  #500,  like  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Clayton.  Now,  it  was  to  be  obserred  that 
the  great  feature  of  the  present  law  which  bad 
served  to  repder  it  unpopular,  was  the  retrospective 
cne;  and  he  had  jist  shown  that  the  bUl  whic^ 


108 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


■MMMMia 


was  looked  upon  as  the  peculiar  bill  of  the  Demo* 
eratic  party,  was  also  retrospective  in  it3  pro- 
Tisions. 

Another  objection  which  had  been  urged  to  ibis 
bill,  was,  that  it^not  only  embraced  merchants  and 
traders,  but  other  classes  of  the  community.  He 
weald  not  dwell  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  bat 
would,  just  remaik  that  both  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
Wall  supported  a  bill  which  contained  the  same 
provisions  in  this  respect. 

Great  obj^tions  had  also  been  made  to  the  pres- 
ent law,  because  it  relieved  all  persons  indiscrimi- 
nately, no  matter  how  small  ^beir  debts  might  be; 
and  it  was  made  a  matter  of  complaint,  that  men 
took  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law  who?e  debts 
did  not  amount  to  (100.  That  was  a  popular  ar- 
gument, throughout  the  country. 

Now,  here  it  was  seen  that  Mr.  Benton  and  the 
party  who  acted  with  him  objected  to  Mr.  Clay- 
ton*8  bill,  that  it  was  partial  and  unjost  in  its 
operations,  because  it  was  confined  to  debts  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  upwards.  He  would  venture 
to  assert,  that  if.  a  bankrupt  law  had  been 
passed  at  the  extra  session,  excluding  small  debt- 
ors from  its  benefits,  there  would  have  been  an 
outcry  from  one  end  of  ^he  country  to  the  other. 
It  would  have  been  said  that  it  was  a  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  large  traders  and  magnificent  specu- 
lators only;  that  it  was  aristocratic  in  its  pro- 
visions, and  not  made  for  the  really  poor  and  un- 
fortunate, who  were  alone  deserving  of  relief. 

Another  objection  to  the  present  law  was,  that  it 
discharged  debtors  without  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority of  their  creditors.  Now,  this  bill,  which  was 
so  highly  eulogized  by  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Wall, 
contained  precisely  the  same  provision.  Again: 
it  had  been  objected  to  the  present  law  that  it  al- 
lowed the  bankrupt  debtor  to  retain  too  much  of  bis 
effects.  Mr.  B.  here  explained  the  provisions  in 
Mr.  WalPs  bill  on  this  subject,  contrasting  them 
with  the  present,  and,  as  he  said,  highly  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  latter. 

Wbat  was  the  difference  between  those  two 
laws?  The  bankrupt  bill  of  Mr.  Wall  included 
banks,  and  this  did  not.  Had,  then,  the  unpopu- 
larity of  this  bill  arisen  throughout  the  land,  be- 
cause it  did  not  include  banks?  Certainly  not.  If 
it  were  so,  it  would  be  proper  to  amend  it  by  in- 
cluding banks,  or  (what  was  still  more  proper)  by 
passingja  separate  bill;  for  there  ^sno  congruity  be- 
tween the  two  sttbjects.  But  he  believed  that  this 
topic  was  used  rather  as  a  popular  hobby,  than  with 
the  design  that  it  sboald  be  adopted.  He  would 
not,  however,  dwell  on  the  subject.  His  intention 
bad  been  merely  to  show  that  this  bill  originated 
with  the  self-styled  Democratic  party,  for  which  he 
had  the  Express  endorsement  of  Mr.  Benton,  and 
that  it  contained  all  the  objectionable  features  of 
that  parsed  at  the  extra  session. 

But  a  word  or  two  as^to  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  and  the  reasons  given  for  its  repeal. 
Those  reasons  had  all  turned  on  its  retrospective 
operations.  ^And  what  did  gentlemen  propose? 
To  let  all  its  retrospective  features  stand, and  to  repeal 
its  prospective  iealures,  which  every  gentleman 
on  that  floor  professed  to  believe  was  right.  There 
were  two  views  te  be  taken  of  the  operation  of 
that  bill:  the  first,  its  operation  as  beneficial  to  the 
debtors;  and,  secondly,  its  operation  as  affecting 
ertditors.  In  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  at  the  time 
of  its  passage,  he  expressed  his  apprehension  that 
it  would  at  first  be  misapprehended  and  misun- 
derstood by  the  country;  but  that  if  it  could 
withstand  the  first  shock,  it  would  be  upheld  by 
the  people;  and  he  now  deemed  it  most  unwise 
and  impolitic  to  sweep  off  that  which  all  agreed 
was  wi«e  and  constitutional.  Why  was  this?  Was 
it  because,  in  the  d^fire  for  political  effect,  a 
storm  bad  been  raised  against  one  part  of  the  law 
which  it  was  too  late  to  repeal,  that  that  storm  had 
been  turned  against  that  part  which  was  unobjec- 
tionable ?  It  was  admitted  that  this  law,  in  its  pros* 
pective  operation,  was  calculated  to  do  good  by 
preventing  fraudulent  conveyances  and  dishon- 
est preferences.  One  of  the  greatest  evils  abroad 
in  this  land,  was  the  liberty  of  the  debtor  to  prefer 
one  creditor  to  another.  Not  that  honest  prerer> 
ence  which  the  law  designed  ;  but  a  preference  in 
fftV^r  of  a  member  of  the  debtor^  family— perhaps 


a  son,  a  brother,  or  a  father.  Again :  this  laW  was 
calculated  to  operate  favorably  on  the  morality  of 
the  country  in  another  point  of  view.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  induce  the  debtor  (o  give  up  all  he  had, 
in  consideration  of  getting  a  dis^arge  flrom  all  his 
debts.  What  was  the  effect  now?  A  man  might 
be  in  failing  circumstances,  with  a  wife  and 
children  dependent  upon  his  exertions;  or,  by 
a  stroke  of  adverse  fortune,  nearly  every- 
thing might  be  swept  away  from  him,  and 
from  tbohe  who  were  dependent  on  him; 
and,  in  such  circumstances,  there  was  strong 
temptation  which  human  nature  c?nld  not  always 
withstand,  to  withhold  something  in  the  hands  of  a 
friend  for  bis  wife  and  children.  It  was  wrong,  but 
he  confessed  there  was  strong  mitigation  in  con- 
sideration of  what  a  man  must  feel  who  had  a 
wife  and  children  dependent  on  him.  In  these  two 
points  of  view,  then,  it  was  calculated  to  benefit 
thd  morals  of  the  country,  by  cutting  off  prefer- 
ences, and  inducing  the  debtor  to  give  up  every- 
thing he  had,  in  consideration  that  he  should  then 
have  the  right  to  go  free.  But  it  was  calculated, 
in  its  prospective  operation,  to  protect  a  large  class 
of  creditors  from  the  cunning  and  artifice  of  the 
few;  for  a  man  might  stand  by  and  see  a  debtor 
overtrading  until  (while  the  mass  of  the  creditors 
knew  nothing  of  what  was  goirg  on)  a  deed  of  trust 
was  executed,  and  all  his  effects  were  swept  from 
the  mass  of  his  creditors  into  the  hands  of  one  who 
stood  by  and  saw  his  overtrading.  This  law,  how- 
ever, stepped  in,  and  said  you  shall  have  no  pri- 
vate and  confidential  relations  with  the  debtor,  if 
misfortune  overtakes  him,  but  all  creditors  shall 
share  alike.  Was  not  this,  then,  calculated 
to  protect  the  mass  of  the  creditors  from  uur 
lawful  and  unhallowed  preferences?  Would  they 
not  believe,  then,  if  this  feature  of  the  law  was 
understood,  that  the  people  would  feel  it  to  be 
their  interest  to  preserve  it?  And  did  they  not  also 
believe  that,  if  it  was  preserved,  it  would  cut 
off  a  most  fruitful  source  of  litigation,  with 
which  the  country  was  flooded?  Qo  into  their 
courts  of  justice,  and  the  most  fruitful  source  of 
litigation  would  be  seen  to  be  in  questions  of  pref- 
erence, deeds  of  trust,  and  mortgages;  and  after 
exhausting  the  property,  it  perhaps  fell  into  the 
hands  of  that  creditor  who  was  the  least  of  all 
entitled  to  it.  It  not  only  did  this,  but  it  produced 
a  most  fruitful  crop  of  perjuries;  and  if  tbey  desired 
to  cut  off  the  inducement  to  that  class  of  crimes, 
it  must  be  bv  the  adherence  to  a  simple  and  equi- 
table proceeding  in  the  division  of  property,  and 
the  cutting  off  that  source  of  litigation  which,  in 
its  operation,  caused  a  thousand  frauds  where  but 
one  would  exist  under  this  law. 

But  a  most  prominent  benefit  from  this  law  was 
still  to  be  mentioned.  It  was  the  restraining  of 
exces<iive  credits.  His  decirine  of  credits  was 
thi.<:  there  was  no  legitimate  credit,  except  that 
which  rested  on  the  ability  of  a  man  to  pay  all  his 
debts.  A  man  who  ga?e  credit  in  the  hope  of  a 
^preference,  gave  a  false  and  an  illusive  credit; 
whereas  a  legitimate  credit  was  that  based  on  the 
ability  of  the  debtor  to  pay  all  his  debts.  These 
were  no  visionary  theories.  This  was  the 
law  in  England,  where  insolvencies,  as  illus- 
trated by  a  statement  of  Judge  Story,  were 
as  one  in  seventeen  compared  with  the  same 
number  of  credits  here;  for  there  every  creditr r 
was  bound  to  watch  over  the  solvency  of  his  debt- 
or, while  here  he  was  bound  but  to  watch  over  the 
ability  to  pay  his  own  debts.  Now  this  country 
wanted  the  passage  and  sustaining  of  a  law  which 
would  connect  itself  with  the  permanent  advance- 
ment of  its  gr^at  commercial  interests.  But  mort- 
gages and  deeds  of  trust  were  the  pillars  on  wh'ch 
fal5e  credit  rested:  sweep  them  away,  and  false 
credit  would  fall.  He  believed  there  should  be  no 
preferences.  When  a  man  endorsed  for  another, 
he  »hould  endorse  that  he  was  good  for  all  his 
^eb!s,  and  that  endorser  should  not  be  entitled  to  a 
preference.  And  would  not  this  restrain  credit? 
If  they  destroyed  the  system  by  which  these  prefer- 
ences were  given,  they  would  restrain  the  ability  of 
the  individual  to  run  into  debt.  And  he  thought,  if 
these  checks  had  been  thrown  over  the  law  gome 
years  ago,  there  would  have  hem  many  saved 
from  total  ruin  and  destruction  by  endor^ng  the 


paper  of  others.  These,  then,  were  some  of  the 
advantages  of  this  law;  and  it  had  been  his  object 
not  to  argue  this  question  in  any  party  point  of 
view,  further  than  to  show  that  both  parties  bad  been 
in  favor  of  it,  from  the  facers  of  the  Qonstttation, 
descending  by  the  lide  of  great  men  who  have 
succeeded  them. 

Mr.  WEULER  said  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennesj^ee  [Mr.  Browh]  was,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  in  order,  but  by  the  prmctiee  of 
the  House  it  was  out  of  order;  for  he  bad  eoofiaed 
himself  to  the  questicn<ipon  which  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  vote,  and- it  was  but  the  second  or 
third  speech  which  they  had  had  on  that  t^nestion. 

He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  enactment  of  the  present  bankrupt  law, 
because  be  deemed  ft  to  be  a  violation  of  the  Ooo- 
stiiution,  which  he  bad  sworn  to  support.  He  did 
not  find  in  that  instrument  any  power  given  to 
Congress  to  enact  laws  giving  to  individuals  the 
power  to  violate  their  contracts.  He  held  that 
Congress  could  exercise  no  powers  but  those  ex-. 
pressly  delegated.  If  the  power  to  pass  a  general 
bankrupt  law  could  bs  exercised  without  making 
the  law  retrospective,  ht  should  have  no  objection 
to  vote  for  such  a  measure. 

The  present  bankrupt  law  was  passed  at  the 
extra  scst^ion,  under  peculiar  circumstances.    Oa 
one  day,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  majority  of 
eleven  voles.    The  next  day  the  motion  was  re- 
considered— the  majority  having  determined,  when 
the  wine  flowed  freely  the  night  before,  to  change 
their  determination.  It  was  found  necessary  to  the 
passage  of  another  bill— the  land  distribution  bill — 
that  this  b^inkrupt   measure  should   be    carried 
through.    The  whole  legislation  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion was  accomplished  by  coniraQt.    Now  that  the 
land  bill  had  been  practically  repealed,  those  who 
voted  fop  the  bankrupt  law,  in  order  to  secure  its 
passage,  were  calling  for  a  repeal  of  that  measure 
likewise.  The  cry  for  the  repeal  cf  the  bankrupt  law 
was  general,  and  he  presumed  no  one  won3d  have 
the  independence  to  stand  up  on  that  floor  and  say 
that  the  popular  voice  was  not  in  favor  of  an  early 
repeal.    Indeed,  it  had  been  pretty  generally  ad- 
mitted by  all  who  spoke,  that  public  sentiment  was 
against  the  law.    Let  Congress,  then,  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  the  people.    The  ad- 
vocates of  the  jaw  seemed  to  concede  its  nnpopn- 
larity;  y£t  they  contended  that  the  people  were  ig- 
norant, and  did    ta  t   understand  the   prinefples 
of  the  law !    He  had  often  observed  how  common 
a  practice  it  was,  with  politicians  of  a  certain  ramp, 
to  pronounce  public  opinion,  when  against  iben, 
as  erroneous  and  ill-founded.   These  same  politi- 
cians contended  that  the  policy  of  a  bankrapt  bill 
was  Vcfore  the  people  in  1840,  and  that  tbey  then 
decided  in  its  favor.    He  (Mr.  W.)  denied  the  as- 
sertion. The  people  were  not  called  upon,  in  1840, 
to  decide  upon  any  such  measure  as  a  bankrupt 
law.    That  was  passed  by  the  Whigs  at  the  extra 
session,  and  went  forth  to  the  people.    With  ample 
opportunities  to  discover  its  operation — after  the 
law  had  been  largely  discussed  on  the  stump  and 
by  the  press — their  verdict  was  rendered  against  it, 
unequivocally  and  decidedly.    Why  not  carry  out 
that  judgment?    Because,  argued  gentlemen,  the 
people  are  ignorant;  because  they  do  not  nnder* 
stand  their  own  interests;  and  because,  after  ose 
year^  operation,  they  cannot  understand  the  diar* 
ac^r  of  the  law  which  has  been  enacted  t 

He  then  wput  on  to  argue  that  a  properly  di- 
gested bankrupt  law,  prospective  in  its  character, 
and  including  corporations  within  its  provisions, 
would  DC  beneficial.  He  admitted  that  the  repeal 
of  the  present  law  would  be  attended  with  soflM 
hardships;  that  the  declaratirn  cf  some  mf  n  to  be 
bankrupt  necessarily  brought  on  others;  and  that 
the  continuance  of  the  law  might  be  productive  of 
some  advantages;  yet,  believing  the  measure  to 
be  unconi'tiiBtional,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  its 
repeal.  It  was  a  paramount  du*y  which  he  owed 
to  the  Constitution  he  had  sworn  to  support,  to 
seize  the  first  opportunity  to  wipe  it  from  the 
statute-book.  He  held  that  thik  course  ^ould  be 
adopted  by  all  who  were  convinced  of  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  ihe  measure,  no  matter  how  well 
they  might  be  convinced  of  its  advantages. 

Inasmuch  as  party  politics  bad  beeit  draped  in- 
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to  this  discussion,  he  should  follow  the  example  of 
bis  "illuBtiioug  predecessors.**  He  was  aware  that 
theprtsent  ExecutiTe  had  eitraordinary  difficulties 
toenconoter.  He  came  in  on  the  popular  waye 
which  swept  o?er  so  many  Statas,  and  defeated  the 
Democratic  pafty.  It  was  not,  then,  '.o  be  expect- 
ed that  he  wojUd  be  looked  on  with  kind  feeliogs 
bj  that  party.  Indeed,  it  was  natural  that  they 
^ottld  distrust  him  who  had  such  an  agency  in 
bringing  about  iheir  4efeat.  Yet  they  resolved, 
whilst  iu  a  minority^  to  adopt  a  respectful  course  of 
ooaduet  towards  him  and  their  Whig  opponents. 
What  was  the  coarse  of  the  Whig  majoiity  towards 
ihemt  Was  it  characterized  by  magnanimity,  by 
chivalry,  by  courtesy?  No.  The  Democratic 
party  were  constantly  told  that  they  were  defeated; 
aod  were  compared  to  convicted  criminals,  only 
awaiting  the  executicner  to  swing  them  c  ff  The 
triomph  of  the  Whig  party  in  twenty  Slates  was  a 
constant  theme  of  exultation.  Never  was  such  a 
victory  before  obtained.  He  would  not  stop  to  in- 
qaira  into  the  means  by  which  it  was  brought 
about;  suffice  it  to  say,  they  were  such  as  the  party 
^onid,  in  their  sober  senses,  be  ashamed  of,  and 
stichashe  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  his  country, 
woild  never  be  resorted  to  again. 

But  (ecntinaed  Mr.  W.)  you  were  in  power. 
Your  chieftain — your  favorite  Western  statesman — 
was  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  shaping  the 
legislation ' of  the  country  to  suit  himself.  He 
thought  the  difficulties  which  had  long  encompass- 
ed his  way  were  all  removed,  and  the  road  to  the 
Presidency  short  and  easy.  He  already  imagined 
himself  in  the  chair,  dispensing  favors  and  sbower- 
iig  patronage  with  a  lordly  air.  But  he  is  fallen! 
fallen,  like  Lucifer,  to  rise  no  more!  Blasted  by 
the  withering  indignation  of  aii  insulted  people,  he 
stinds  a  melancholy  monument  of  ill-directed  am- 
bition. I  might,  sir,  quote  the  language  which 
Sbakspeare  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  Wolsey;  but 
I  will  not.  I  will  spare  his  friends  the  mortifying 
thooght  of  having  his  picture  before  them.  [Cries 
of  '"Ctaote  i^*' — ^•*0h  yes*!  let's  hear*'— **Let*8  see 
if  he's  enough  fbet  for  that.**]  ^hen  I  will  quote 
the  memorahle^  and,  in  this  instance,  appropriate 
passage: 

*<Thk  l«  tiM  aut«  of  tmn;  to-day  he  puia  forth 
The  tender  leaves  of  bcwe,  to  morrow  blo98om8, 
Am)  bears  his  blushing  hooors  thick  upon  him: 
The  third  day  coraes  a  fro^t,  a  Jciltiiig  rcoat; 
And  when  be  ttunke— good  Mwy  map— full  surely 
Jfis  greatness  is  iT'ripeoing,  nips  bis  root, 
And  then  he  falls  as  I  do." 

Yea,  Mr.  Speaker,  ihere  has  been  a  frost,  a  kill- 
ing ffost,  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
Maine,  Maryland,  and  elsewhere.  The  Tictonous 
haaner  which  wared  so  triumphantly  in  1840,  is 
BOW  prostrate,  and  trailing  in  the  dast ! 

Bat,  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  disposed  to  exult 
oter  a  prostrate  foe,  except  on  account  of  the  tri- 
uaph  of  principle.  He  would  not  wound  the 
feehngs  of  the  great  fallen  statesman,  by  descanting 
on  his  melancholy  fate.  If  their  affection  for  him 
was  to  be  measortd  by  the  chastisement  they  had 
feoeived  on  his  account,  it  was  certainly  very  great. 
Bat  it  was  said  that  some  men  were  hardened  by 
adversity.  If  such  were  not  the  fact,  he  should 
sappose  the  recent  elections  would  have  material)^ 
softened  down  the  Whig  party.  They  seemed  to 
be  going  on  as  before— persisting  in  their  for- 
mer coarse  of  conduct  whilst  the  people  laughed  at 
ih«ir  calamities.  They  would,  he  ihoughs  >et 
fiad  that  they  have  been  kicking  against  the  pricks. 

As  to  the  extra  session,  the  Democrats  were  in  a 
mittOfftiy,  and  too  weak  to  resist  the  onward  march 
of  constitutional  enoroacbment  by  the  Whig  party. 
The  Bsectttlve  was  hQwever,  found  to  possess 
sofficient  devotion  to  the  Constitution  to  save  it 
ffotd  aggression.  He  vetoed  the  bank;  and,  in  so 
doing,  defeated  a  measure  fr.iugbt  with  danger  la 
.  the  iilerties  of  the  people.  Was  it  to  be  wondered 
at^Jhatthe  Democratic  party  applauded  him  for 
Iheaci3  Did  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party  ex- 
fteet  the  Democratic  members  to  apply  fish-market 
eyiDieis  to  huftl 

'    HajepttUed,  the  President. came  into  power  sur* 

rouoded  by  peculiar  circumstances,  requiring  great 

fkanees  Ml  sseai  moral  nerie.    Both  parties  rc^ 

-fhsedftaMMMinhim^i  The.Whigs  wocUd  not,  be- 

aate  he  refused  to  obey  the  mandate  of  their  Cap- 


tain General.    The  Dtmccrats  supported  many  of 
bis  measures,  whilst  they  denounced  others.  Moie 
over,  they  saw  him  surrounded,  then  as  now,  by 
men  in  whom  they  never  bad,  and  never  can  have 
contidehce. 

The  Preddent  was  denounced  as  a  traitor.  Why? 
Because  he  refused  to  sign  the  bank  bill.  What 
right  bad  they  to  expect  John  Tyler  to  sign  the 
bank  bill,  when  his  former  votes  had  been  against 
such  a  measure;  and  when,  at  the  extra  session,  he 
declared  that  it  had  been  condemned  by  the  people? 
Why,  then,  denounce  him?  To  what  was  he  a 
traitor?  To  the  Constitution?  No;  but  to  the 
"universal  Whig  party*' — the  sf  me  which,  in  1840, 
denounced  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  the  President  of  a 
party,  and  declared  that  they  wanted  a  man  who 
would  soar  above  party  !  Yes,  the  same  party,  in 
1840,  proie»ted  that  they  did  not  ask  for  patronage; 
that  they  were  not  actoated  by  a  love  of  the  spoils 
and  af  office,  but  by  a  sincere  devotion  to  their 
country !  How  chaoged  the  scene  in  one  short 
year !  John  Tyler  refuses  to  be  a  mere  party  Presi- 
dent—refuses  to  permit  Whig  caucuses  to  dictate 
to  him— -refuses  to  allow  others  to  construe  the 
Constitution  he  had  sworn  to  support.  This  was 
the  head  and  front  of  his  offendiog.  This  was  the 
reason  of  his*  denunciation  by  the  same  men  whe 
were,  in  1840,  so  eloquent  in  denunciation  of  party 
Presidents.  He  (Mr.  W.)  believed  that  John  Ty- 
ler had  been  governed  by  exalted  patriotism.  He 
did  not  doubt  that  the  measures  recommended  by 
him  were  conscientiously  believed  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  country.  When  the  exci'ement  of 
the  times  had  subsid-d,  and  partisans  should  have 
turned  to  other  objects,  his  integrity  would  be  ques- 
tioned by  none. 

He  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  charged  with 
making  war  upon  this  Administration,  whenever 
he  should  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  any  of  its 
measures.  He  could  not  permit  his  personal  asso* 
oianons  to  influence  his  political  principles.  He 
was  wedded  to  his  political  principles;  yet  he  be- 
lieved that  this  Government  belonged  to  all;  and 
that,  being  but  joint  tenants,  we  were  bound  not  to 
stop  the  wheels  of  Qovernment  because  a  man  not 
altogether  after  our  own  heart  was  at  the  helm. 
He  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Damocratic  party 
to  support  the  measures  of  this  Administration,  so 
far  as  they  did  not  conflict  with  the  opinions  which 
they  advocated  and  with  the  Democratic  creod  of 
Jefferson  and  Jackson;  to  support  them,  in  short, 
Whenever  they  were  not  made  up  of  the  old  leaven 
of  Federalism.  Had  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Coshin«]  as  coming  here 
to  offer  the  patronage  of  the  Administration  to  such 
party  as  should  support  its  measures,  he  should 
havs  told  him  that  the  President  did  not  possess 
patronage  enough,  all  told,  to  buy  even  his  humble 
self,  and  still  less  a  majority  of  the  Democratic 
members.  The  people  were  made  of  sterner  stuff 
than  that.  They  could  not  be  bought,  or  sold,  or 
transferred  to  any  party  for  a  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  the  Executive,  if  susUin- 
ed  at  all,  must  be  sustained  upon  principle^  and  to 
be  sustained  upon  prmciple,  he  must  take  care  to 
make  bis  principle  conform  to  those  which  are 
supported  by  the  Democratic  party.  It  was  idle 
10  talk  about  organiz  ng  a  party  on  Executive 
patronage  alone;  those  who  were  governed  by  no 
principle,  who  were  alone  actuated  by  desire  for 
office,  would  fawn  on  the  Eiecntive  in  the  hour  of 
his  prosperity,  but  in  the  day  of  his  adversity  they 
would  abandon  him.  So  far  as  ha  (Mr.  W  ) 
was  concerned,  if  any  wivhed  to  know  where  he 
wan  to  be  found,  he  would  ray  that  in  a  few 
months  he  expected  to  retire  to  the  shades  of 
private  life;  but  either  in  a  public  or  private  sta- 
tion, he  would  always.be  found  adhering  to  the 
Democratic  parly.  He  expected  that  there  would 
be  a  national  convention  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
ciling the  diffcTCBcts  in  that  party  in  regard  to  men; 
aud  when  that  convention  spoke,  he  would  be 
found  contending  for  their  nomination  wiih  all  the 
energy,  all  the  zeal,  and  all  the  ability  he  pos- 

Mr.  PERBlSsaid  that  he  had  so  fully  expressed 
his  views  in  relation  to  the  bankrupt  law,  when  it 
was  under  consideration,  before  its  passage,  that 
he  had  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  ob- 


servation in  relati  n  to  the  bill  for  its  repeal^  that 
he  came  to  the  Hou:e  with  the  expectation  of 
hearing  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Marshall,]  and  regretted  the  cause  which 
prevented  him  from  laying  his  views  on  this  im- 
portant subject  before  the  House;  that  he  (Mr. 
F.)  felt  it  his  duty  to  reply  to  some  of  the  observa- 
tions be  had  heaird  against  the  repeal  of  the  bill, 
and,  in  doing  so,  be  should  but  briefly  advert  to 
some  prominent  objections  against  the  bill  itself. 
The  bankrupt  bill  (said  Mr.  F.)  was  passed  at  the 
time  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  extraordinary 
exeitement  arising  from  revalsions  In  commerce, 
embarrassments  in  trade,  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  the  desolation  and  ruin  spread  over 
the  land  from  the  extravagant  speculations  and 
wild  projects  engendered  by .  the  inflation  of  the 
paper  system.     It  passed  in  its  present  uncon- 
stitutional and  objectionable  form,  in  which  the 
rights  of  creditors  were  totally  disregarded,  and  the 
obligation  of  contracts  violated,  by  the  most  powefr* 
ful  and  e'oquent  appeal  to  the  passions,  by  which 
reason  was  dethroned,  and  sympathy  substituted 
for  judgment.    The  prominent  eonstitudonal  ob- 
jections then    urged  against  the   bankrupt   law, 
werft,  that  it  was  not  such   a   bankrupt   law  as 
was  authorized  by  the  Cronstitution,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  retrospective  in  its  operaiion,  and  violated  ex- 
isting contracts;  that  thi^  part  of  the  law  came  with- 
in the  spirit,  if  not  within  the  express 'letter,  of  the 
prohibition  against  the  passage  of  ex  po9</acfo  laws; 
that  it  was  voluntary,  and  the  proceedings  might 
be  commenced  by  the  debtor,  without  the  actual  as- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  creditors,  or  any  part  of 
them;  and  that  it  extended  to  all  persons,  instead 
of  being  confined  in  its  operation   to  traders.    It 
was  also  urged  that  the  law  was  inexpedient;  that 
it  heldout  temptations  for  fraud  and  perjury;  de- 
stroyed confidence  between  man  and  man;  and 
that,  while  it  held  c^ut  relief  to  the  unfortunate, 
imprudent,  or  profligate;  it  carried  desolation  to 
the  homes  of  the  industrious,  prudent,  economical, 
and  substantial  part  of  the  community.    In  vain 
it  was  urged  that  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the 
ftnfortunate  to  resort  to  the  Sia^  insolvent  laws, 
and  to  a  compromise  with  creditors — which  is  sel- 
dom refused  to  men  who  make  a  fair  exp  se  of 
their  affairs— than  to  afford  them  relief,  by  inflict- 
ing on  the  community  evils  of  such  magnitude  and 
danger  as  wonld  tesult  from  an  unconstitutional 
and  badly  organized  bankrupt  law;  that  it  was  bet- 
ter even  ibat  individuals  should  suffer  the  conse* 
quence  of  their  own  extravagance,  folly,  or  impru- 
dence, than  that  the  Constitution  should  be  tram- 
pled upon,  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  violated, 
to  accomplish  the  relief  which  the  bankrupt  law 
was  intended  to  afford.    The  bankrupt  law  was 
passed;  and  experience  has  shown  the  evils  result- 
ing from  it:  and,  so  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion, 
the  people  call  for  iti  repeal.    It  has  been  said  that 
a  bankrupt  law  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity of  a  commercial  country.  This  is  not  warrant- 
ed by  the  past  experience  of  our  own  country.  For  a 
period  of  near  forty  years  between  the  repeal  of 
the  first  and  the  passage  of  the  second  bankrupt 
law,  this  country  bad  enjoyed  an  unexampled  state 
of  p--?  pcriiy.     Her  commerce  whitened  every 
sea,  and  the  enterprise  of  her  citizens  penetrated 
the  most  remote  climes.    No  nation  of  the  same 
population  had,  during  that    time,  advanced  to 
pro-^periiy  and  preatness  with  more  rapid  strides,  or 
whose  commercial  transac'ions  were  more  exten- 
sive or    variou!-:  3et  all  this  was    accomplished 
without    a  bankrupt   law;    and    the  unfortunate 
found  relief  in  a  compromise  with  creditors,  or 
the  Sate  insolvent  laws. 

Ii  has  been  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mas?achusctis,  [Mr.  Saltonstall,]  that  a  bank- 
rupt law  was  more  necessary,  and  better  adapted 
to  a  country  like  ours— coudisiing  of  many  sove- 
reign Slates,  with  one  federal  head — than  in  a 
kingdom  under  one  Qovernmeut.  With  defer- 
ence to  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  bankrupt  law  is  better  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion of  a  people  under  an  integral  Government, 
like  that  of  Great  Britain,  than  in  a  Government 
like  the  United  Slates,  of  a  limited  character,  hav- 
ing, in  its  IcRislation  on  this  subject,  to  interfere 
with  and  crush  the  legislation  of  the  States  in  rellt< 
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tion  to  insolveocy  and  contracts.  That  in  coe  case 
the  Jaw  was  universal  and  absolute;  and  in  ihe 
otber,  it  gave  rise  to  innnmerable  qaestions,  aris- 
ing from  the  conflicting  legislation  and  jadicial 
collision  between  the  Federal  Lfgislatare  and  courts, 
and  tbe  Legislatures  and  tribunals  of  the  several 
Sutes. 

We  have  had,  since  the  organization  of  the  Gk>y  • 
ernment,  two  bankrupt  laws :  the  first  bank- 
rnpt  law,  passed  soon  after  the  formation  of  the 
Government,  was  a  regular  constitutional  English 
bankrupt  law,  and  was  confined  in  its  operation 
to  traders.  It  was  severe  in  its  provisions, 
and  coercive  in  its  character.  It  was  made 
in  conformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  in 
the  spirit  and  policy  of  a  bankrupt  law  which 
in  its  origin  and  formation  was  intended  to 
afiford  to  creditors  a  means  of  relief  against 
fraudulent  or  defaulting  debtor^,  by  coercing  the 
debtor,  in  the  commission  of  an  act  of  bankroptcy, 
to  deliver  up  all  his  estate  for  the  benf  fit  of  his 
creditors  ;  and  in  its  improved  organisition,  it  ex- 
tended relief  to  unfortunate  traders,  as  such  per- 
sons were  liable,  from  contingencies  against  which 
human  prudence  could  not  guard,  to  sadden  losses 
and  misfortunes.  But  it  never  was  intended  by 
the  bankrupt  law  to  extend  to  all  persons  relief 
from  the  effects  of  their  own  voluntary  impru- 
dence or  extf  avagance,  to  encourage  the  contractiug 
of  debts  and  obligations,  without  the  t»eans  of 
payment  or  performing  them.  This  first  bankrupt 
law  was  severe  and  searching  in  its  provisions,  and 
was  calculated  to  secure  creditors,  and  reach  ihe 
fraudulent,  nevertheless.  It  became  unpopular ; 
and,  although  it  was  limited  in  its  duration  to  five 
years,  it  was  repealed  in  less  than  three  years, 
in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  people, 
loudly   expi eased    in   all    parts  of  the  country. 

We  have  recently  had  the  experience  of  a  bank 
rupt  law  of  a  different  description — a  law  which 
was  80  framed,  that  the  debtor  could,  on  bis  own  ap- 
plitation,  be  discharged  from  his  liabilities  without 
the  assent  of  his  creditors,  and  in  absolute  violation 
of  their  rights,  and  his  own  contract,  solemnly  and 
voluntarily  entered  into;  and  notwithsunding  it* 
advent  was  hailed  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  it  has 
inflicted  injuries  on  the  country  incomparably 
greater  than  any  btnefits  it  has  conferred;  and 
now,  in  the  short  space  of  one  year,  its  repeal  is 
loudly  called  for  from  all  parts  of  our  widely-ex- 
tended country.  Thus  b«ih  experiments  have 
failed;  and  it  must  be  manifest  that  the  difilculties 
of  making  a  bankrupt  law  which  is  calculated  to 
prevent  fraud,  while  it  relieves  from  oppression, 
are  almost  insurmountable.  In  England,  from  the 
firstformation  of  a  bankrupt  law,  under  Henry  VIII., 
to  the  present  tinae,  there  have  been  constant  and  re- 
peated efforts  to  improve  the  bankrupt  law.  There 
appears  to  have  been  aconflict  between  the  Legisla- 
ture and  those  disposed  to  commit  frauds  un- 
der the  law-*-the  one  pa^'sinir  provisions  against 
piactices  of  a  fraudulent  character;  and  the 
otber  seeking  to  elude  them.  The  bankrupt 
law  was  revised  in  the  reign  of  Gkorge  IV;  im- 
proved in  the  reign  of  William  IV;  and  dueen 
Victoria  has  issued  a  commission  lo  inquire  into 
the  measures  necessary  to  improve  the  bankrupt 
law.  So  productive  of  fraud  and  iniquity  have 
been  the  English  bankrupt  laws,  that  some  of  her 
best  statesmen  and  jurists — and  among  the  rest. 
Lord  Eldon — have  lamented  their  existence.  And 
here  let  me  observe,  that  one  great  objection  to 
the  retention  of  the  involuntary  portion  of  the 
bankrupt  law  is,  that  persons  disposed  to  act 
fraudulently,  after  arranging  their  affairs  to  suit 
their  purposes,  obtain  some  friend  to  commence 
proceedings  against  them— apparently  hostile,  but 
m  reality  to  aid  the  bankrupt  fraudulently  to  ob- 
tain a  re^ea^e  from  his  creditors;  and  the  check  to 
this  fraud,  in  the  English  law,  which  dees  not 
exist  in  the  law  (and  which  it  is  not  probable  will 
be  incorporated  into  its  providcns)  now  under 
consideration,  is  a  provision  requiring  a  large  part 
of  the  creditors — I  believe  four  fifths  of  all  the 
creditors  of  the  bankrupt— to  assent  in  writing  to 
his  discharge. 

An  objection  has  been  urged  in  this  debate 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bill,  of  an  extraordinary 
pharaeter.    It  is  said  that  the  bill  has  discharged 


many  persons  from  tbeir  debts,  and  thai,  by  so  do* 
ing,  it  has  swept  away  the  assets  of  solvent  debt- 
ors, and  placed  them  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy; 
and  it  is  urged  that  the  law  should  be  continued 
for  tbeir  relief.  It  may  be  recollected  that  this 
was  one  of  the  fatal  results  which  was  predicted 
from  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  said,  jo\i 
propose  relief  by  releasing  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity from^  their  debts- and  obligations,  and  by  de- 
priving another  portion  of  the  community  of  their 
rights  and  property;  you  propose  to  relieve  the  in- 
solvents, by  bankrupting  their  creditors — to  benefit 
one  part  of  society  by  ruining  the  other  part;  and 
here  is  an  argument  based  upon  the  assertion  that 
all  these  results  have  been  fully  verified.  If  this 
argument  prevails,  the  bankrupt  law  must  he  per- 
petual, becau^  it  will  be  continually  producing  the 
same  effects;  and  if  it  has  made  bankrupts  by  its 
past  operation,  what  will  prevent  the  like  causes 
from  producing  like  effects  by  its  future  operation? 
Is  it  not  better  to  cheek  the  evil  by  immediately  re- 
pealing this  bill,  thereby  restoring  confidence  be- 
tween man  and  man,  and  proclaiming  to  the  com* 
munity  that  those  who  contract  obligations  must 
perform  them,  and  that  those  who  confide  their 
property  on  the  faith  of  contracts  shall  have  the 
legal  means  of  enforcing  them? 

The  honorable  gen^eman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Brown]  has  urged  an  argument  for  the  continu- 
ance ot  the  law  still  more  untenable:  he  has  de- 
scribed to  us  a  bankrupt  law  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wall  into  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and 
pointed  out  all  its  defects;  and  clearly  shown,  by 
his  description  of  Mr.  WalPs  law — which  I  have 
not  seen — that  it  was  as  objectionable  as  tbe 
law  now  under  discnsssion.  He  has  conjured 
up  a  phantom,  and  fairly  battled  it  down. 
What  does  all  this  prove?  Why,  simply  that 
Mr.  Wall's  law  was  a  very  unconstitutional  and 
inexpedient  law.  Can  it  be  justly  pretended  that 
any  person  is  responsible  for  Mr.  Wall's  law,  ex- 
cept himself  and  those  who  advocated  it?  Surely 
the  members  of  this  House  who  opposed  tbe  pres- 
ent bankrupt  law,  are  not  responsible  for  Mr. 
WalPs  law;  and  the  fair  presumption  is,  thty 
would  have  opposed  it  for  the  same  reasons  they 
have  opposed  the  present  law.  Nor  does  the 
badness  of  that  law  form  any  apology  or  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  existing  law,  which  has 
worked,  and  is  daily  working,  great  evils  in  the 
community;  and  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  one 
of  the  great  barriers  to  the  return  of  active  busi- 
ness  trade  and  commerce,  is  the  existence  of  this 
law,  which  destroys  confidence  between  man 
and  man,  and  obstruct  that  faith  and  reliance 
on  the  performance  of  engagements  which  con- 
stitute the  life  and  impul^  to  active  business. 
With  these  views,  I  am  an  advocate  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law;  and  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned, 
and  considering  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  a  more  ex- 
tended view  of  *he  subject. 

Mr.  BO WNB  then  obtained  the  floor;  but  yield- 
ed it  for  a  motion  to  adjourn  to — 

Mr.  ANDREWS  ef  Kentucky,  on  whose  mo- 
tion. 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

WsownsDAT,  January  4,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  f/ro  /em.  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  transmitting  copies  of  a  correspondence 
which  has  recently  taken  place  between  ce nain 
agents  of  the  Government  of  the  Haiwaian  or 
Sandwich  I&Iaads,  and  the  Secretary  of  State; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  addi- 
tional  information,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  as  to  the  operations  of  the 
bankrupt  act;  which  was  refeirrd  to  tbe  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  be  had  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  a  petition  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which  law,  the  petitioners  say,  is  both  consti- 


tutional and  exp^ient.  Mr.  C.  said  he  cheerfal(y 
complied  with  the  request  to  present  tbe  petitie«; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  peti- 
tioners as  to  its  expediency  and  constitationaliiy,  ht 
had  not  changed  his  opinion  that  the  law  was  both 
inexpedient  and  unconstitutional;  and  he  wovld 
therefore  vole  for  its  repeal. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  fine  imposed  on  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper, 
deceased,  by  the  courts  of  ^Pennsylvania,  in  the 
year  1800,  under  the  alien  and  sedition  law,  for  an 
alleged  libel  on  John  Adams,  then  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  urging  that  it  ought  to  be  refund- 
ed by  Congress  to  his  heirs,  inasmuch  as  tbe  law 
under  which  it  Was  imposed  was  generally  admit- 
ted to  be  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  other  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  expressing  the 
opinion  of  that  body  that  the  fine  imposed  dnriig 
the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  by  Judge  Hall,  on 
General  Jackson,  tor  an  alleged  contempt  of  jadi- 
cial authority,  wa«  tyrannical  and  unjust,  and  pnt 
an  unmerited  stain  on  the  reputation  of  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  refniMled 
with  full  legal  interest,  not  merely  as  a  pecuniary 
indemnity,  but  as  a  reparation  justly  doe  by  the 
whole  country  for  his  eminent  services,  his  wound- 
ed character  and  feelings. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  feferred  to  tbe 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  five  memorials  from 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  tbe  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  JndieSary  Cooh 
mittee. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  memorials  from 
the  city  of  New  Yoi k,  and  Erie  county.  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
act. 

Mr.  T.  took  occasion  to  express  (he  hope,  as  this 
subject  was  befcure  the  Judiciary  Committee,  that 
they  would,  instead  of  recommending  a  repeal  of 
the  law,  propose  such  amendments  as  would  re- 
move all  objections  as  to  its  alleged  unconstitnttos- 
ality  and  inexpediency. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  engaged  in 
the  pilotage  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  Delavars 
bay  and  river,  asking  Congress  to  make  aa  appro- 
priation to  repair  the  pier  on  Reedy  island,  for  Ibe 
protection  of  commerce:  referred  to  the  Conuaitlse 
on  Commrrce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  eitizens  of  tbe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Cosgram 
to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Qtn.  Jaakaon  by 
Judge  Hall. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  nnaaber  of 
underwriters  of  Philadelphia,  signed  by  tbe  presi- 
dents of  all  tbe  insurance  compani*^s,  asking  Coa- 
gress  to  make  an  appropriation  to  clear  oat  tbe 
snags  and  other  obstructions  in  tbe  Ohio  and  filii- 
sissippi  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Gonmit- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  ettizaaa 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  representing  tbaft  ibej 
are  strongly  interested  in  the  commerce  ca  tbeBfis- 
sis^ppi  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  recommending  lbs 
passage  of  a  law  appropriating  money  to  r«Bove 
obstructions  from  those  rivers:  referred  ro  the  Coai- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of  tbs 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  praying  to 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  firom  Dickect- 
town,  via  Mount  Salem,  New  Jersey,  to  Miaisink, 
New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Po9t  Ofllce  and  Post  Roads. 

Messrs.  MILLER  and  DAYTON  presnted 
memorials  against  the  repeal  of  the  banloapt  lai^ 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jadi* 
ciary. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  Riebard 
Pollard,  late  charge  d*afiraires  of  the  United  Stalat 
at  Chili,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  certain  kmm 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  omission  of  dm 
United  States  to  give  him  a  letter  of  credit  on  Loa* 
don,  in  payment  ef  his  salary,  dkc:  refSeired  to  dm 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  dti* 
zens  of  Delft warci  praying  that  a  re^alatioa  of  % 
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Ftol  Office  DeparUttent,  preveniing  the  traosmis- 
sioli  of  ttewvpaperB  and  doenments  od  the  mtil 
fDUtes,  vnless  in  th«  mall,  may  be  repealed:  refer- 
nd  to  ihe  Commiitee  oq  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boids. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  like  memorial  from 
Riebard  Sands  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Annapolis; 
wbidi  VIS  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

llr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
nported  bad^  to  the  Senate,  without  amendment, 
aad  vith  a  rrconunendation  that  they  do  pass,  the 
foiiowiAg  hills  from  the  House: 

the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas 
Wiflsiow; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barr  A  Smith; 

The  bOl  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Ldhert;  and 

The  joint  reaolntion  anthorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary  to  settle,  on  certain  terms,  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  soreties  of  Gkrdon  D.  Boyd,  late  re- 
edier of  pnblic  moneys  at  Colnmbns,  Mississippi. 

llr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion;  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 
iile,Tizt 

Amthed,  Th«t  th«  SecreUry  of  the  Navy  he  directed  to 
oonuDaakate  te  the  Seiuue  the  evidence  in  bid  poeeeHioa 
iboiriac  that  depmiatione  or  a  moet  ruinoua  kind  are  t)eing 
Mr  eommlaed  on  the  navy  timt)er  growing  oo  the  public 
laoo;  and  That  oar  own  people  are  daily  aelling  to  our  wvern* 
iBcnt  live-oak  limtMr,  which  they  lake  from  the  public  lands; 
ud  ako  sncb  proof  as  may  be  io  hie  poseeation  tending  to 
cow  that  any  foreign  Covemmeoi  has,  by  contracts  with  any 
of  our  eitiseiia,  obtained  supplies  of  live  oak,  cut  from  the  pub- 
ic laod;  and,  alflo.  lofonn  the  Senate  what  additional  grants  of 
power  aod  aieaiM  to  the  oflicers  of  Government  are,  in  tiis 
apkkioB,  neceaaary  to  complete  the  preservation,  for  national 
MM,ofthelive^oak  ticnbergrowingon  the  public  lands  in  the 
ftiteof  Lottiaiaaa  and  the  territory  of  Ploiida. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
fleaator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rites]  to  an  error  in 
the  printed  6opy  of  his  speech,  made  in  secret  ses- 
sioa  last  August,  when  the  subject  of  the  treaty 
with  Qreai  Britain  was  under  discussion.  That 
part  bf  the  printed  speech  to  which  he  called  the 
itteation  of  the  Senator,  was  this:  '^Tbe  Senator  who 
prcdiced  ii*' — that  is,  the  map  from  Mr.  Je^er- 
son^  eolleciion,  now  lying  on  his  (Mr.  B  *s)desk — 
'teold  see  nothing  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line 
rianiDg  off  in  a  northeasterly  direction;  but  the 
■ooMnt  other  eyrs  were  applied  to  it,  there  was 
foand,  In  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  indicating 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  according  to  the 
Ueaty  of  peace,  and  coinciding,  minutely  and 
tiabtlyi  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the  map  of 
Mr.  Sparks.** 

The  error  to  which  he  referred  was  in  the  first 
pan  of  this  quotation — that  "the  Senator  who  pro- 
dteed  it  [the  map]  could  see  nothing  but  the  mi- 
croieopie  dotted  line,  running  off*  in  a  northeaster- 
ly direction;  buS  the  moment  other  eyes  were  ap- 
plied to  It,  there  was  found,  in  bold  relief,'*  ^. 
Hie  error  was'ia  supposing  that  the  Senator  (him- 
idf)  could  noti  or  would  not,  see  the  strong  red 
be  in  bold  relief,  or  endeavored  to  conceal  it  from 
ibe  Senate,  and  to  make  it  belie?e  there  was  no  oth- 
er boundary  line  on  the  map  but  the  ''microscopic 
dotted  line."  Now,  what  really  did  take  place  io 
the  Senate  on  the  occasion  of  his  (Mr.  B.^)  produ- 
ciBgihiimapl  When  he  saw  that  the  Senator 
{rem  VirgiLia  was  y^  in  the  act  of  pressing  the 
iaipoTtanee  of  the  map  referred  to  by  Mr.  Sparks, 
be  interrapted  the  Senator  by  calling  out  from 
his  seat,  *'Here  is  the  very  same  red  line  on 
Bdr.  Jeffecbon*s  map,  for  many  years  in  the  library 
of  Coogrea^  it  is  the  saice  in  this  map.'*  And, 
oa  eompirison,  it  was  fonnd  to  correspond  ex- 
actly. He  did  not  at  all,  on  that  occasion,  produce 
the  doited  line  as  proof  of  the  boundary  intended. 
It  was  S4  hours  afterwards  he  did  that.  His  ob- 
ject in  then  interropting  the  Senator  by  the  ex- 
clamation be  had  jU5t  mentioned,  was  to  show  that 
the  grand  secret  on  which  so  moeh  stress  was  laid 
byUm,  was  no  secret  at  ah.  It  could  be  no  se- 
cret, for  Mr.  Jefferson's  map  had  lain  in  the  libiary 
of  Congress,  open  to  every  one's  in^^pection,  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years.  It  would  be  recollected 
that,  when  he  made  the  announcement,  several 
Benators  crowded  round  him  to  see  the  **  broad, 
itrrag  red  hue.**  After  they  had  inspected  it,  the 
pMp  was  carried  round  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
chapber,  aad  there  also  examined.  There  was 
no  more  debate  that  day  on  the  treaty.  The  mo- 
lt he  had  produced  this  map,  it  became  com- 


monly known  to  all  the  Senators  who  chose  to 
look  ai  it,  that  there  was  the  same  broad,  strong 
line  on  it,  as  on  the  map  found  by  Mr.  Sparks, 
aod  taken  to  be  Dr.  Franklin's  map.  As  well  as 
he  recoHected,  the  inspection  of  that  very  line  oc- 
cupied the  remainder  of  the  sitting  in  secret  ses&ion 
that  day-  What  surprised  him  was,  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virgiaia  could  so  far  mistake  the  matter 
as  to  suppose  he  (Mr.  Benton)  wished  to  conceal 
the  broad  red  lioe,  and  only  bring  forward  the 
small  dotted  line.  What  he  did  on  the  occasion 
was  quite  the  reverse;  he  produced  this  map,  and 
pointed  to  the  *<broad,  strong  red  line,"  to  prove 
that  the  Senator's  great  secret  was  no  secret  at  all; 

*  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Mr.  RlVfiS  said,  if  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, in  the  statement  which  be  had  Just  made, 
desired  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  in- 
tendeds to  make  the  impression  that  the  object  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  in  exhibiting  the  dotted 
boundary  upon  the  map  which  he  had  produced, 
was  to  conceal  the  red  line  from  the  Senate,  be 
was  greatly  mistaken.  He  (Mr.  R)  had  not 
suspected,  or  imputed  to  him  any  snch  absurd  pur- 
pose; but  his  impression  was — and  jhe  believed  that 
impression  waa  universal — that,  at  the  time  the 
honorable  Senator  produced  that  map,  such  was 
the  prepossession  of  his  mind  with  regard  to  the 
spurioosness  of  the  map  which  was  understood  to 
have  the  sanction  of  Dr.  Franklin',  And  that  the 
only  trne  'line  was  that  tunning  in  a  northeast  di- 
rection, as  represented  by  the  dotted  line  upon 
the  map  which  he  produced,  that  his  attention 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  confined  to  (he  dotted 
line,  and  his  endeavor  was  to  prove  the  other  td 
t>e  spurion?.  And  to  show  the  honorable  Senator 
that  he  (Mr.  R)  was  not  singular  in  this  view, 
he  would  appeal  to  the  whole  Senate,  and  par- 
ticularly to  those  Senators  who  took  part  io  the 
discufsion— espscially  to  the  deoator  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cii.HotJN,]  (who,  he  peroeived,  had 
in  his  speech j  as  printed,  referred  to  the  same  oc- 
currence,) whether  their  impression  did  not  coincide 
with  his  own,  that  the  map  had  been  produced  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose oftcontradiciing  and  rebutting  the  map  exhib- 
ited as  Dr.  Franklin'*  map.  He  never  suspected 
the  Senator  of  any  design  of  concealment,  for  the 
adTair  occurred  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate. 
His  belief  was,  that  the  Senator's  mind  was  so  pre- 
possessed wiib  the  notion  that  Mr.  Sparks's  map 
was  spurious,  and  that  the  dotted  line  he  pointed  out 
was  the  line  recognised,  that  he  fixed  upon  that 
line,  and  disregarded  the  other.  And,  in  justifica- 
tion of  this  impression,  he  appealed  to  the  Senate, 
individually  and  collectively,  whether  it  was  not 
the  universal  impression  at  the  time,  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  produced  his  map  for  the  purpose  of 
rebutting  and  falsifying  the  mdp  communicated  by 
Mr.  Sparks.  The  Senator  had  remarked  that  Sen- 
ators bad  collected  around  him.  This  was  true;  it 
was  a  icene  which  would  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
any  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  it. 

He  (Mr.  Rives)  was  happy  to  hear  the  Senator 
now  admit  (for  this  wa*9  the  only  print  of  contro- 
versy he  at  ail  anticipated  as  possible)  that  it  is  the 
red  line  which  does  represent  what  Ihe  constructor 
of  the  map  intended  as  the  boundary  of  the  United 
S'ates.  He  confessed  he  was  surprised  when  he 
saw  the  honorable  Senatot's  printed  speech,  and 
observed  the  aj^pttt  in  which  the  production  of  the 
French  map  was  there  presented.  The  honorable 
Senator  mu»t  pardon  him  for  mentioning,  in  justi- 
fication of  his  impression  of  the  transaction,  the 
remark  which  waa  made  at  the  time — ibai  the  Sen- 
ator had  been  caught  in  his  own^trap,  and  fallen 
into  the  pit  he  had  laid.  The  impression  of  all 
present,  so  far  as  he  knew  or  believed,  was,  that 
the  Senator  had  entirely  failed  in  the  particular  de- 
sign with  which  he  produced  the  map  from  the 
Herculaneum  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  mannscripts. 

•  He  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  refer  to  these  circum- 
stances. He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  lightly  pla* 
cing  before  the  public  representations  of  what  had 
taken  place  in  the  Senate  chaml>er;  and  he  endeav- 
ored always  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  history  of 
things  referred  to,  precisely  as  they  transpired. 
And,  if  he  had,  in  this  instance,  fallen  into  error,  it 
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was  an  error  which,  he  bad  every  reason  to  be* 
lieve,  was  common  to  the  whole  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  there  was  but  one 
point  to  which  he  should  again  refer.  The  printed 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  says: 

"A  map  liu  beeD  rauntinglj  paraded  liere,  from  Bfr.  JetTer- 
■on't  collection,  in  the  zeal  of  oppoeition,  (without  taking  time 
to  see  what  it  waa.)  to  confront  aod  invalidate  the  map  found 
by  Mr.  fiparka  in  the  Foreign  Office  at  Pari^  but,  the  momani 
it  ia  examine],  it  is  found  to  auatain,  by  the  moet  preciae  and  re- 
markable correeponden''e  in  erery  feature,  the  map  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  dparka.  The  Benator  who  produced  ft  could  mo 
uothiog"— [&c.,  aa  before  quoted.  J 

The  point  was,  that  he  (the  Senator,  Mr.  Bbm- 
ton)  could  not  see,  or  would  not  see,  the  bioidf 
strong,  red  line— and  consequently  concealed  from 
the  Senate  that  it  existed  on  the  map  he  brought 
forward— coinciding  with  the  red  line  oa  Doe- 
tor  Franklin's  map;  while  it  was  held  out 
that  he  could  see,  and  did  see,  the  little  mi- 
croscopic dotted  line,  and  showed  it  to  the 
Senate;  the  other  lioe — the  broad,  strong  red  line- 
being  concealed  till  **otber  eyes"  were  applied  to 
the  map.  This  was  a  qaestion  of  fact,  on  which 
he  took  his  stand.  He  now  made  the  declaration, 
in  the  presence  of  those  who  were  present  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to,  and  who  now  heard  him,  that 
the  first  thing  he  did,  on  producing  the  map,  was 
to  proclaim  the  red  line;  and  he  did  proclaim  it 
loudly,  too,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Sparks's  secret  was 
no  secret  at  all.  This  was  the  point  he  made, 
and  he  could  not  and  should  not  l>e  driven  from  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that,  having  been  called 
en  to  state  bis  impression,  he  rose  to  say,  that  he 
had  not  doubted  that  the  object  of  the  fitenator,  in 
introducing  the  map  referred  to,  was  to  rebut  the 
one  which  bad  been  introduced  in  connexion  with 
Dr.  Franklin's  note.  He  had  so  stated  in  his 
printed  speech  on  ihe  treaty;  and  never  knew,  till 
this  morning,  (hat  there  was  any  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  facts  which  transpired  in  secret  aes-Mon 
in  reference  to  the  subject,  he  must  say  that  his 
impression  corresponded,  on  material  points,  with 
the  statements  made  by  the  Senator  from  Vir« 
ginta. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  aArm,  in  the  presence  of  for- 
ty ^ight  Senators  now  present,  and  most  of  «»hom 
were  present  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  that  I  pro- 
claimed the  red  Hoe  for  the  very  purpose  of  rebut- 
ting the  allegation^that  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Sparks 
was  a  secret;  and  that  1  did  show,  by  the  produe* 
tien  of  this  map,  that  it  could  not  be  a  secret.  What 
1  now  assert  15,  that  I  was  the  first  human  being 
that  proclaimed  the  red  line  in  this  map  to  Ihe  Sen- 
ate, and  that  I  called  out  to  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia for  the  purpose  of  showing  it  to  him.  I  did 
rebut  the  assertion  that  it  was  a  secret  newly 
brought  to  light.  I  deny  that  I  made  any  conceal- 
ment ol  that  red  line.  I  deny  it  in  the  presence  of 
forty- eight  Senators,  who  must  know  the  facts  of 
the  ease.  1  now  again  say,  in  their  presence,  that  I 
'  did  proclaim  the  red  line,  and  did  not  wait  till 
**other  eyes"  had  discovered  it.    I  say  this  in  the 

rreaeace  of  forty-eight  Senators,  who  know  what 
say  is  true. 

Hero  the  subject  dropped. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Po^t  Roads,  reported  to  the  Senate 
the  following  b.lls;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  viz: 

A  bill  to  anthoriz?  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  permanent  contracts  for  the  transportation 
of  i^  United  States  mail  on  railroads;  and 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private  ex- 
presses on  mail  routes,  aod  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  b^ll  to  regulate  the  use  and 
to  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and 
to  regulate  the  charge  for  carrying  matter  through 
the  mails. 

Mr.  ARCHER  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to* 
morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  set« 
tisment  of  claims  for  French  spoliations  commit- 
ted  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  RIVES  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  ralct 
vis; 
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Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  (if  not,  in  his  opinion,  incon* 
sistent  with  th«  public  interest)  copies  of  any  corrMpondence 
between  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  tlio  mmittei  ef 
Che  Unitad  States  at  London,  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of 
the  steamboat  Caroline,  which  may  not  hare  been  heretofore 
publicly  communicated  to  either  House  of  Congress. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  some  days  ago  kt  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  New  York  city,  on  the  subject  of  the 
warebousiog  system,  and  proposed  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  that  motion,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticnt,  acd 
by  bis  consent,  was  postponed  until  Senators  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  read  the  memorial,  (which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  and  enable  them  to 
Tote  understanding ly  on  the  question  of  reference. 
The  proposition  to  resume  the  subject  had  been 
delayed,  tbat  certain  Senators  who  were  absent 
might  return  to  their  places,  and  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  now  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial, 
with  a  view  to  its  reference.  He  would  merely 
make  the  motion,  for  be  did  not  desire  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  under  the  conviction 
of  his  ovin  mind  tbat  the  warehousing  system, 
however  arranged,  must  be,  in  the  business  of  Con- 
grfss,  a  financial  system,  and  not  ode  of  commercial 
Kgolation.  He  was  confident  that,  if  Senators 
had  read  the  memorial,  they  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  memorialists  viewed  the  question  as  one 
of  finance,  and  which  only  incidentally  affected  the 
commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  mo  Ion  to  re- 
fer this  memorial,  which  was  mad/e  some  days 
since,  was  poaponed,  at  his  request,  with  a  view 
to  examine  the  memorial  in  connexion  with  the 
proposed  reference,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  see  whether  there  was  anything  in  it  ihas 
with  propriety,  mi^ht  be  made  a  subject  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  perusal 
by  him  of  the  document,  so  far  from  changing  his 
opinion  expressed  «o  the  Senate,  that  the  subject 
was  primarily  and  principally  one  of  commercial 
regulation,  and  not  of  finance,  bad  but  confirmed 
it.  It  would  be  seen  ihat  the  warehousing  systemic 
aa  argued  in  this  memorial  was  one  principally 
to  increase  the  trade  of  the  country,  to  ben- 
efit the  importing  interests — to  give  to  the  im- 
porters and  the  factor  the  benefits  that,  under  the 
cash  system  of  duties,  ihey  do  not  now  enjoy — the 
benefits  of  such  a  credit  system  as  was  afforded  by 
means  of  dock-warrants.  He  eonien(?ed  tbat  the 
object  of  the  warehousing  system,  as  was  stated 
in  the  memorial,  was  to  build  up  the  commercial 
maiine  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  ai  some  length  upon  the  subject 
of  the  English  warehousing  system,  which,  though 
it  was  characterized  as  a  liberal  one,  took  care  to 
carry  out  one  principle — that  of  securing  a  home 
market  at  the  expense  of  all  other  commercial 
oountries.  He  then  viewed  the  system  as  proposed 
by  the  memorial,  as  one  to  benefit  merchants  of 
small  means,  and  to  counteract  the  bad  effect  of 
the  present  system  of  cash  duties,  which  gave  a 
monopoly  in  irade  to  large  capitalists. 

Messrs.  WEIGHT  and  KING  spoke  at  some 
length  upon  the  subject,  maintaining  that  the 
warehousing  system  was  one  pre-eminently  of 
finance — especially  so,  as  it  might  have  the 
tendency  to  withhold  from  the  treasury,  for  the 
present,  some  portions  of  the  revenue  which  were 
indispensably  necessary  to  cairy  on  the  operations 
of  Government.  They  argued,  that,  so  far  as  the 
system  went  either  to  increase  or  diminish  the  pres- 
ent amount  of  revenues,  it  was  a  question  of 
finance^  and  that  it  would  have  the  effect  to  di- 
minish them,  it  was  very  probable.  They,  therefore, 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  reterence  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  believing  that  it  was  a  question  of 
commercial  regolaiioB  merely. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  were  ordered;  and  the  qoestion  being 
put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  17,  nays 
^7. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  memo- 


rial  was  then  referred  to  ttie  Committee  on  Ci-m- 


merce. 


NAVAL  NOMINATIONS, 


Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  move  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  consider- 
ation of  executive  business,  with  a  view  to  make 
disposition  of  the  naval  nominations. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
S.  Easton,  stating  that  he  had  an  admirable  inven- 
tion to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam>boilers,  and 
praying  that  Congress  would  authorize  some  mode 
by  which  to  ascertain  which,  of  all  the  inventions 
for  that  object,  was  the  best:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LINN  mored  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  was  then  taken 
up. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  question  pending 
was  on  concurring  with  the  amendments  made  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr  LINN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  231 
line,  b?  inserting  a  provision  saving  to  the  gran- 
tees of  land  all  claim  to  it  till  patented;  and  prohib* 
iiing  liens,  transfers,  S(C.,  (as  will  be  seen  in  the 
amended  bill  below.) 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BATES  suggested  a  verbal  anfendment, 
which  Mr.  LINN  accepted. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  the  bill  might  be 
freed  from  some  ground  of  objection,  by  striking 
out  the  THIRD  section,  which  related  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  additional  judges  for  the  Territory 
of  Iowa  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  in  which  there  was,  as  yet,  scarcely  any 
population.  It  would  be  time  enough  hereafter, 
when  settlers  were  numerous  enough  to  require  it, 
to  legislate  for  the  occasion. 

Mr.  LINN  expla'ned  that  in  1839  memorials 
from  Massachusetts  showed  that  3,000  emigrants 
from  that  place  would  probably  proceed  to  the 
Oregon  Territory,  if  assured  that  they  would  there 
enjoy  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  But  they  would  not  go,  unless  this  assurance 
was  given.  He  would  suggest  that,  for  the  present, 
probably  one  judge  would  be  enough  t»  provide 
for.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  it  was  dis- 
cretionary with  the  President  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment, which  he  would  not  do  till  called  for. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  satisfied  that  one  judge 
should  be  allowed. 

The  amendment  was  so  made. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  objected  to  the  indefinite  power 
given  to  the  President  to  make  military  posts  from 
Arkansas  and  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river. 

This  point  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  LINN, 
TAPPAN,  and  BENTON;  and,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  latter,  an  ameadment  was  adopted,  limiting 
the  military  posts  to  stockades  and  block-houses, 
not  exceeding  five  in  number. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  another  objection;  but  it 
was  removed  by  an  explanation  from  Mr.  FUL- 
TON, pointing  out  a  provision  in  the  bill  on  the 
subject. 

The  amendments  were  all  concurred  in;  and  the 

bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

as  amended,  as  follows:  • 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  adoption  of  raeasures  for  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  for  extending  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be^  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUpresenla' 
tires  of  the  United  States  of  America  inCongress  assembltd^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  tHatesis  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  erected,  at  suitable  pkees  and  distances, 
a  line  of  stockade  and  blockhouse  forts,  not  exceeding  five  in 
number,  from  some  point  on  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  riv- 
ers into  the  best  pass  for  entering  the  valley  of  the  Oregon; 
and,  also,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

That  provision  hereafter  ehall  be  made  by  law  to  secure 
and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one  section  of  land, 
to  every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  upward,  who  shall  cultivate  and* 
use  the  same  for  five  consecutive  years;  or  to  his  heir  or  heirs- 
at  lav,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  of  his  decease.  And  to  every 
such  inhabitant  or  cultivator  (being  a  mairied  man)  there  shall 
be  granted,  in  addition,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife 
of  said  husband,  and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  to  the  father  for  each  cnild  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
yean  he  may  have,  or  whioh  may  b«  bom  within  tbe  five  yeart 
aforesaid. 


That  no  sale,  alienation,  or  contract  of  any  kind,  aball  bs 
valid,  of  such  lands,  before  the  patent  is  jasued  tlieref«r;  nor 
shall  the  same  be  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution,  or  iMund  bjr 
any  Judgment,  mortgage,  or  lien,  of  any  klnd,l)«fore  the  patent 
is  so  issued;  and  aU  pretended  alienatiooa  or  ocMtnetu  for 
alienating  such  land^  made  before  the  issuing  of  the  patenia, 
shall  be  null  and  void  aflaiosi  the  eeuler  himseli^  his  wift,  or 
widow,  or  against  his  helrs-at'law,  or  i^nst  purcfaasen,  alter 
the  Issutog  of  the  patent. 

That  the  President  b  heieby  authbrized  and  reqairad  to  ap- 
point two  additional  Indian  agents,  with  a  salary  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  ii^oae  doty  it  shall  be  (undw  fm  direccioa 
and  control)  to  superintend  the  interest*  of  the  United  Stales 
with  any  or  every  Indian  tribe  west  of  any  agency  now  eelnh* 
lished  by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thouand  dollarfbe  approinfa- 
ted,  out  of  anv  mon^y  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  approfvfa- 
ted,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  civil  and  crimi- 
nal jurisdiction  of  thesupreme  court  and  district  cooita  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  be,  and  the  same  b  hereby,  extended  over 
that  patt  uf  the  Indian  territories  lylne  west  of  tbe  preeent  lim- 
its ef  the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  ana  south  of  the  forty^nisth 
denes  of  north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  Rocky  nkountaina^ 
and  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  TJnited  Butee 
and  the  Kepublic  of  Texas,  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  any  State;  and  also,  over  the  Indian  tenitoriee  eompiisinf 
tbe  Rocky  mountains  and  the  country  l>etween  them  aoa  the 
Pacific  ocean,  south^f  fifty -four  degiees  and  forty  minulee  of 
north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  north 
latitude;  and  justices  of  the  peace  may  be  appointed  iwr  Che 


said  territory,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  po 
as  now  provided  by  law  in  relatioh  to  tbe  Territory  of  Iowa: 
Provided,  That  any  subject  of  the  Government  of  Great  Briu 
ain,  who  shall  have  been  arrested  under  the  proviakma  of  this 
act  for  any  crime  alleged  to  have  l)een  committed  withfai  the 
territory  westward  of  the  Stony  or  Rocky  mountains,  while  the 
same  remains  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  dtixens,  and  nbfeeis 
of  the  United  States  ana  of  Great  Britain,  pursuant  to  stipula- 
tions l>etween  the  two  powers,  shall  tie  delrvsred  up,  on  proof 
of  his  being  such  British  subject,  to  the  nearest  or  oaoet  con- 
venient uithorities  having  cognisance  of  sueh  oflbooe  1^  tbe 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  being  proeecuted  and 
tried  according  to  such  laws. 

Sbo.  3.  Awbe  it  further 'enacted^  Tbat  one  associate  iudn 
ofthe  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  in  addition  Cs 
the  number  now  authorised  by  law,  may,  in  tne  discretion  of 
the  President,  be  appointed,  to  hold  his  office  by  tbe  esme  ceniue 
and  for  the  same  time,  receive  the  same  compensstioo,  and 
possess  all  tbe  powers  and  authority  conferreo  hi  law  npoa 
theaasotiiate  judges  ofthe  said  Territory;  and  onejiuHcia]  dis- 
trict shall  be  organiEed  by  the  said  supreme  court,  in  addltioo 
to  the  existing  number,  in  reference  to  the  Jurisdiction  con. 
ferred  by  this  act;  and  a  district  court  shall  l>e  tield  in  the 
said  district  by  the  judge  ofthe  supreme  court,  at  each  times 
and  places  as  the  nid  court  shall  direa;  and  tlie  eaid  diabrict 
court  sbsll  possess  all  the  powers  and  authority  vested  ia  the 
present  dbtrict  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and  may,  in  ttks 
manner,  appoint  its  own  clerk. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  anjr  joslice  of  the 
peace,  appointed  in  and  for  tlie  territories  described  In  the  sec- 
ond section  of  this  act,  ^all  have  power  to  cause  all  ofltadera 
against  the  laws  ofthe  IJnited  States  to  be  arrested  by  such  per- 
sons as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  purpoee,  and  to  commit 
such  offi^nders  to  safe  cuMody  for  trial,  in  the  same  cases  and 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa;  and  to  cause  iheonenders  so  committed  lo  be  cohW^ed 
totheplaoe  appointed  for  the  holding  of  a  diatriaooaitlbrihe 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  nearest  and  most  convenittit  to  tbe  f^sce 
of  such  commitment,  there  to  l>e  detained  ibr  trial,  by  raeb 
persons  as  shall  be  authoriBed  lor  that  purpose  by  any  Jadge 
ofthe  siyireme  court,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said 
Territoiy;  or  where  such  offenders  are  British  subjects,  to  cause 
them  to  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  Briiisb 
authorities,  as  hereinbefore  provided;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
comroilment,  removal,  and  detention,  shall  be  pud  in  the  same 
manner  as  provided  by  law  in  respect  to  the  fees  of  the  marahal 
of  the  said  Territory. 

Senate  hill  No.  31,  settling  the  yalne  of  foreign 
coins  of  gold  and  silrer  circnlating  in  the  United 
States,  was  taken  np  as  in  committee  of  tbe  wbole^ 
and  read. 

Mr.  BENTON  ma4e  a  few  remarks  in  oppatH 
tion  to  any  action  being  taken  on  this  bill  at  the 
present  session.  He  was  bnt  imperfectly  heard  in 
the  reporter's  gallery,  bnt  was  understood  to  be 
opposed  10  the  bill  altogether.  He  read  from 
Childs  &  Ck).*s  Price  Current,  Philadelphia,  Ibe  fol- 
lowing comment  on  this  identical  bill,  which  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session*. 

NEW  GOLD  AND  SILVER  BILL. 

A  bill  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  curreaey  t^tbe  Uuf* 
ted  Slates  has  been  reponcd  by  the  Senate  Finance  Oummhise; 
providing—  ^   . 

Sec.  1.  Oold,  of  British  coinage,  of  9i6|1000tba  finenea, 
[22  carats,!  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  94  G-lOths  etc.  per  dm.; 
French,  of  d99-1000ths  fineness,  [21  carats  2  4lOtbe  gta.,)  at 
98  910ihs  cts.  per  dwt. 

Sec.  2.  Spanish  pillar  dollars,  and  dollars  of  Mexico,  Pern, 
and  Bolivia,  of  8971000ths  finenesB  and  415  grs.  weigbl,  rinll 
be  received  at  100  cents}  and  five>franc  pieces  of  France  si  93 
cents. 

Sec.  3  provides  for  assays  at  the  mint. 

Sec.  4  repeals  all  former  acts  making  foreign  colne  cansqt. 

By  the  act  of  1834,  foreign  gold  coins  arereceived  at— 

English,  Brazilian,  and  Portuguese,  22  caratafina» 91  8-lOcU. 

Fiench,  21  cat.  2  410ihs  grains,  fine,  93  1  10  ctt. 

Spanivh,  Mexican,  and  Colombian, 20  carats,  1  7*1 6th  griio% 
fine,  89  9  10  cts. 

Other  gold  coins  are  received  at  the  mint  Many,  andiflvec 
coins  generally  by  tale. 

We  nave  iaclnded  in  brackets  the  carat  ibr  comnrisen, 
though  it  is  found  at  the  United  States  aiint  that  Bpfnih  ceia 
viel£  but  915^  pure  gold  in  1,000  ptrte,  instead  of  W^,  tbe 
iMal  standard  of  22  carats. 

Before  the  act  of  1684)  ^oM,  bectuee  of  iu  redaeet  vitaff 
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bM«,iMifbta  lorsigB  inwrkei;  and  scuceWa  aiogl*  coin  was 
MM  ia  oar  caneacj.  Since  that  time,  it  has  coMtaoily  form* 
fldapattof  our  circalating  madium,  without  driving  silver 
avay.  tlKbprotretf  that  tbcj  are  equalized  in  intrinsic  value 
bylbat  ftiMianL 

The  effect  of  the  remodelled  ataodard  is  ap|)arent.  It  baniahee 
Qttedy  all  but  Frencli  and  Briiieh  gold,  and  renders  thom  leoe 
current,  by  reducing  their  value.  American  eagles  and  shares 
farm  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  gold  circiSaiiont  and  are 
quite  ioadequate  to  this  end.  Gold  must,  thAcfore,  be  excluded 
from  its  place,  as  silver  is  too  cumbrous  for  iheoffices  of  gold 
denomloaiioas. 

Bal  this  bill  looks  farther,  and  excludes  foreign  silver;  for  it 
admits  only  dollars  and  five-franc  pieces,  dimiDlfihing  the  value 
oT  Spanish  dotlaTv. 

The  Bogllah  and  French  gold  coinace  always  falls  below  the 
lawf 111  standards — by  design,  it  is  said,  at  tbeirmin(s;anditis 
found  that  the  valufliiion  of  L634  does  not  admit  of  recoinage 
here,  whhent  loss.  There  is  good  reason,  then,  for  equal- 
ixiog  according  u>  finenesr,  but  we  object  lo  any  attempt  atex- 
dimoo. 

The  whole  object  of  th^  bill,  if  we  judge  by  the  effect,  is  (o 
(fimiidm  the  specie  df  the  country;  for  our  own  coinage,  with  a 
osostant  foreian  drain,  or  without  it,  is  yet  insufllcienrlbr  our 
mois.  The  oeAdeocj  must  be  supplied  with  paper  money. 
"nie  wisdom  of  exp>erwnce  counsels  no  Ruch  chsQge;  and  we 
leave  it  to  her  lessons  to  plead,  urumpet-iongued,  against  any 
OMssure  designed  to  increase  promises  without  fulfilment. 

Mr.  B.  desired,  if  it  wis  the  intebtion  of  the 
obAirmaa  of  the  Finance  Comniittf  e  to  press  the 
bill  throogh  at  this  session,  to  have  some  time  lo 
eKsainc  ibesobject. 

Mr.  EVANS  bad  no  objection  to  accommodate 
tbe  Senator  from  Missoari  by  a  postponement  of 
tbe  sabject  fur  the  present,  but  would  certainly  call 
op  the  bill  at  an  early  day,  as  he  understood  frMn 
tbe  directors  of  the  mints  that  it  was  necessary  the 
bill  shooM  be  passed,  in  order  to  place  foreign  gold 
and  silfer  coins  at  a  fair  relative  value  with  our 
own.  He  menticned  several  communications  he 
bad  bad  on  the  .^-ubject,  poiniing  out  ibe  necessity 
0^ (bis  measure.  He  also  alluded  to  tbe  concur- 
rent opinions  of  Mr.  GaUatin  and  Mr.  Appleton, 
in  pamphlets  published  by  them  on  the  subject  of 
the  carreocy,  both  iu  favor  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  BBNTON  pointed  out  thd  effect  it  would 
hive  of  driving  oat  foreign  specie,  and  eneonra- 
giog.as  a  substitute,  paper  promises  to  pay.  He 
aslRd  bat  a  day's  delay,  to  produce  evidence 
wbieb  be  intended  to  bripg  forward  on  tbe  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  BVANSsaid  the  bill  might  be  laid  owr  for 


Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  be  woold  be  ready 
ta^Borrow  nomii^  to  produce  tbe  evidence  be  al- 
ladedto. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  tbe  table  for  tbe  pres* 
cat. 

WAREHOUBINO  SYSTEM  AGAIN. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  he  wished  to 
make  a  motivn.  The  latter  portion  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  relates  lo 
tbe  warebooslng  system,  to  which  were  appended 
•everal  documents  on  that  subject,  and,  among 
tbem,  was  the  very  identical  memorial  whicb  had 
been  a  few  moments  ago  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Goounerce.  He  believed  that  all  that  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  (inclndiog  this  docu- 
ipeni)  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance, 
as  a  financial  question  purely.  But  now,  as  tbe 
SeuAie  had  deliberately  decided  that  it  was  not  a 
question  of  finance,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dis- 
chaife  the  Finance  Committee  from  the  further 
eonskSoration  of  the  subject,  and  to  commit  it  to  the 
Comnittee  on  Commerce.     He  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  not  aware  that  the 
report  of  tbe  Secretary  on  the  subject  had  been 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  He  wished 
the  general  subject  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mtrcib. 

fha  Committee  on  Finance  was  accordingly  dis- 
dmnsdlrom  tbe  subject,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Coinmittee  on  Commerce. 

Tbe  k>ill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  was 
llRlieonsidered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
MCtfli  to  tbe  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
Swadurd  reading. 

W  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

^bBennie'then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WxoirKSDAT,  January  4, 1643. 

Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Mrs.  Drusilla  Gieseg,  widow  of  Valen- 
tine Gieseg,  late  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  praying  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment recovered  in  the  court  of  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  against  the  estate  of  the  said  super- 
intendent, for  work  done  on  the  Cumberland  road: 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  a  petition, 
nameroosly  signed  by  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Milwaukie,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at 
that  town. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Brown 
county,  in  tbe  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  cf  ihe  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivcrF. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  making  appropriations 
for  tbe  support  of  tbe  army  and  military  academy, 
and  for  armories  and  arsenals,  for  tbe  half  calen- 
dar year  ending  30th  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year,  commencing  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  30  h 
June,  1844.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

COMPENSATION  OF  DECEASED  MEM- 

BERS. 

Blr.  J.  T.  MASON  submitted  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing tbe  Sergeant-at-armS  to  pay  tbe  widow  of  the 
Hon.  J.  W.  Williams,  deceased,  bis  mileage  and 
per  diem  te  the  Sti  day  of  January,  1843,  being 
tbe  day  of  election  of  his  successor.  [Cries  of 
"no,  no,  no.")  There  could  be  no  question  tbat  the 
executors  of  the  deceased  member  were  entitled 
to  bis  mileage,  and  a  portion  of  his  per  diem,  as 
be  was  on  bis  way^  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

After  some  conversation  with,  and  suggestions 
frooi,  varioas  membeis,  Mr.  MASON  m<Klified  his 
reeolntion,  so  as  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
such  payment.   * 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected  to*  the  recep. 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALSTED  also  objected. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  receiying  bis  resolution) 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  HALSTED  mpved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  substituting  "the  day  of  his  death**  for  the 
<'3d  day  of  January,**  as  tbe  limit  of  tbe  period  for 
which  the  deceased  member's  per  diem  should  be 
paid. 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY  skid  be  did  not  see  wby  the  widow 
or  executors  of  tbe  late  Hon.  Richard  W.  Haber- 
^htm,  deceased,  should  not' have  tbe  same  benefit, 
and  therefore  he  moved  the  insertion  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Habersham. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  the  resolution,  as  modified 
so  as  to  pay  the  deceased  members'  mileage  and  per 
diem  to  the  day  of  their  death,  corresponded  with 
the  precedent  in  the  case  of  bis  late  colleague,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Dimock. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON,  under  those  circumstances, 
again  modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  to  allow  to  the  widows  of 
the  honorable  J.  W.  Williams  and  tbe  honorable 
Richard  W.  Habersham,  deceaiied,  late  members 
of  this  House,  tbe  usual  mileage. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BLACK,  Mr* 
BRIGGS,  and  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  either  of  the  deceased 
members  had  started  to  the  seat  cf  Goveromenr? 
r.  J.  T.  MASON.    Ye?;  Mr.  WiUiatas  had. 
.  WISE.    And  how  far  had  be  travelled? 


ar. 
r. 


From  three  to  five  miles.  There  was  not  a  parti* 
cle  ol^service.  He  (Mr.  W.)  never  had,  and  never 
would,  vote  for  such  a  resolution. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  if  there  waa  anjr 
precedent  for  takiujg  this  money  away  from  the  ad- 
ministrators, and  giving  it  to  the  widows)  He  saw 
one  encroachment  aCter-another  in  this  Honsf,  on 
principle;  and  he  saw  one  allowance  after  another^ 
which  the  law  did  not  sanction.  This  was  part  of 
the  system  of  making  donations  to  tbe  families  o^ in- 
di  vidual  -,  which  bad  been  introduced  into  this  Honie* 
Now,  if  they  intended  to  pay  their  debts,  aecording 
to  law,  to  those  individuals  who  started  from  bone* 
they  would  pay  the  mileage  and  per  diem  as  long 
as  the  member  lived,  and  for  that  be  would  vote; 
but  he  would  not  vote  for  the  altowanee  which  the 
law  did  not  sanction. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  sabmhted  an  amend- 
ment,  so  as  to  dircet  tbe  Committee  oa  Aooonnts 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  this  pay- 
ment. He  said  the  House  bad  no  information  on 
the  subject;  but  he  nnderstood  tbat  Mr.  Habersham 
had  noi  even  left  his  residence  in  Gkorgia  at  the 
time  of  bis  death;  and,  therefore,  the  res^atieni  in 
its  original  terms,  was  improper.  It  directed  tbe 
Sergeant-at-arms  to  pay  tbe  dsoal  travelling  ex- 
penses and  per  diem^  tmt  what  were  tbe  usual  trav- 
elling fees  paid  to  a  member  of  this  House  before 
be  left  his  residence  at  all?  He  was  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution  as  a  peremptory 
order  lo  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  audit  the 
accounts  fbr  the  decesBsd  memtiers;  bat  be  was 
willing  tbat  it  shonld  go  as  a  resolution  direetr 
ing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  paying  tbe 
mileage  and  per  diem  ia  subcases;  and  he  mofed 
to  amend  the  resolution  accordingly. 

The  amendment  was  conearred  in;  and  the  reso* 
lation,  48  amended,  was  adopted. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  committees  for  ra» 
ports,  and  the  following  were  presented:  ' 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claimsy 
reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  Waldron; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also  reported,  from  the  same  committte, 
against  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Waring. 

Mr.  COWEN,  froai  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Claims  from  tbe  further-  consideration  of  die  oaso 
of  George  C  Johnston,  and  tbat  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  The  resoltyiott. 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  tbe  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  two  ad- 
ditional militaty  poets;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on. 
the  state  of  the  Union.  [This  bill-was  understood 
to  refer  to  military  posts  on  the  Columbia  river.] 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  5,000  extra, 
copiee  of  the  report  aoeompanylng  that  bill  wer» 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  A.  H.  ii.  STUART,  from  tbe  Committee 
<m  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
John  Randolph  Clay,  late  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation  at  the  court  of  Vienna;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  oommitted  to  the  Commrttee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  MATHIOT,  from  the  CommHlee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of 
Jacob  White;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

GENERAL  JACK80N*S  FINE. 

Mr.  BOWNE  again  snbmiitod  the  resolntuNi 
on  this  subject,  which  t»e  offered  yeateiday,  as  pnb- 
lished  in  tbe  Globe  Congreasional  reports. 

Mr.  WARREN  inqoired  if  there  was  not  al- 
ready a  bill  on  the  same  subject  before  tbe  HotM^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  be  had  not  read  the  bill, 
and  was  not,  ibarefore»  prepared  to  sajr  what 
shades  of  difference  there  were  between  the  two 
bUls. 


IN 
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Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  ibis  mode  of 
bringinf  bills  before  ibe  Hoase. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  presamed  ibe  prioeipal  motive 
with  gentlemen  who  broaght  forward  bills  and  res- 
olutions on  this  sabjeet,  was,  that  they  might 
make  an  harangue  in  favor  of  the  Old  Hero.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  o(  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  where  there  was  already  a  bill  pending  on 
this  very  subjeet. 

Mr.  BOWNE  did  not  wish,  on  this  question,  to 
trust  himself  at  all  in  making  an  answer  to  charges 
itiH  those  which  had  emanated  fVom  the  member 
from  l^ennessee,  [Mr.  AaNOLD,]  farther  than  to 
say,  that  gentlemen  who  were  the  most  ready  to 
impute  motives  of  this  description  to  others,  are 
most  apt  to  entertain  them  themselves.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  genHeman  from  Tennessee  would  most 
eertainly  be  liable  to  the  objections  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Biamao;]  for  it  woidd  not  be  taking  the  or- 
dinary incipient  steps  of  legislation.  His  resolu- 
tion, however,  did  not  eobflict  with  the  usual 
course  of  legislation.  Ii  proposed  to  instruct  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  brhig  in  a  bill  on 
Thursday  next;  and  when  that  bill  came  in,  it 
would,  of  course,  .take  the  ordinary  channel  of  le- 
gislatioa.  His  colleague  was  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing there  was  no  precedent. for  the  resolution  he 
offered.  His  recollection  informed  him  thai  at  the 
last  session  there  was  a  resolution  passed,  instruct- 
ing the  Judiciary  Committee  to  report  a  given  bill, 
(the  bill  to  repeal  th^  bankrupt  act;)  in  consequence 
of  which,  that  committee  did  report  the  bill;  and  it 
was  in  this  way  brought  summarily  before  the 
House.  His  only  desire  (Mr.  B.  said)  was  to 
have  this  bill— which  he  deemed  the  best  one- 
brought  at  once  before  the  House,  so  that  there 
might  be  a  chance  of  acting  on  it  at  the  present 
sessioQ.  It  must  be  remembered  that  more  than 
one-third  of  the  session  was  already  gone;  and 
therefore,  if  they  ezpsoied  to  pass  a  bill  on  this 
subject  at  the  present  session,  it  must  be  brought 
speedily  before  the  House. 

[Mr.  CvsHiiio  here  handed  to  Mr.  B.  the  case 
in  point,  to  which  he  alluded — being  the  resolution 
referring  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  coun« 
ty  of  Otsego,  New  York,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  instructing  said  committee  to  report,  in- 
ttmHer,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  establishing  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy *] 

Mr.  B.,  having  read  the  resolution,  said  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  one  he  offered  was, 
that  the  first  directed  the  committee  to  report  a 
given  bill,  UuianUrt  while  his  directed  the  commit- 
tee to  report  the  bill  aeeoitf|f»anying  it  on  the  neit 
day.  He  acted,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
precedent,  as  well  as  parliaroenmry  taw.  He 
would  say  to  his  coUesgue  that  his  party  had  mis- 
taken his  ground  in  opposing  this  bill.  The  peo- 
ple had  spoken  on  the  subject;  the  Preeident  had 
recommended  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress;  and  the  public  press  of  both  political 
parties  had  loudly  called  for  action  on  it.  His  res- 
olatton  could  do  no  barm;  and  it  would  require  no 
great  length  of  tiiQe,  and  no  great  labor  from  the 
Jadioiary  Committee,  to  obey  its  instructions.  Let 
us,  then,  (said  Mr.  B)  have  this  bill  at  once 
before  ua,  so  that  we  may  act  on  it  before  the  ses- 
sion olos^ 

Mr.  EVERETT  could  not  see  what  object  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  in  view.  A  bill 
on  this  subject  had  already  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  was  now  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  so  that  if  the 
gentleman  &hould  attain  his  object,  the  bill  he  now 
sought  to  introduce  would  take  its  place  on  the 
calendar  after  the  one  already  on  it. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERfiJOLL  explained  that  the  bill 
reported  at  the  last  session  was  referred  anew  to 
the  committee  at  this. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  be  spoke  of  what  was  on 
the  calendar.  The  gentleman,  if  he  got  a  bill  re- 
ported now,  must  have  it  to  come  in  alter  the  one 
already  on  the  calendar.* 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that,  after  this  explanation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he  would  move  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWNE  asked  his  colleague  to  withdraw 
his  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  that  he  might 


make  an  explanation,  promising  to  renew  the  mo-  | 
tion.  The  motion  being  withdrawn,  Mr.  B.  said 
there  was,  it  was  true,  a  bill  before  the  House  at 
the  last  session,  and  was  now  on  the  calendar  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  But  the  subject  at 
this  session  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary;  and  should  they  reach  the  bill  on 
the  calendar,  it  would  be  urged  as  an  excuse  for 
delay  that  ths  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  not 
reported.  Assuredly,  Mr.  B.  said,  such  an  excuse 
wouid  be  made.  Mr.  B.  then,  according  to  his 
promise,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

On  taking  the  question,  it  resulted  in  yeas  91, 
nays  107,  as  follows: 

YEAS— MefBTt.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewi,  Antoid,  Aj* 
crigg,  Babcock.  Baker,  Bamar^  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardmao, 
Boua,  BriKgc,Bronaon,  Jeremian  Brown,  Bamell,  Calhoaa, 
Chil(u,  Chuteoden,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranaton,  Cravens, 
Garreu  Daviik  Deberry,  John  Edwards.  Everett,  Fessenden, 
Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Giddiogs,  Patrick  G. 
Goods,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  I.  D.  Jones, 
King,  Lane,  Unn,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  H attoclts,  Max- 
well,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Monan,  Morris,  Osborne,  Pendle* 
ton,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  James 
M.RusBell,Saltonstall,  Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Bunlv,  Stoke- 
ly,  Stration,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart.  Summers,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Tiilingha^  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Under* 
wood,  Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thomas  W.  WiUianM.  Joseph  L.  WUlUms,  Winthrop, 
YorkeJ  Auffustus  Young,  ana  John  Young— 91. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Beeson, 
Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Arown,  Milton 
Brown,  Chas.  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O. 
ButJer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutheis,  Cary,  Casey, 
Obapman,  Cliffbrd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Blark  A.  Cooper,  Cross, 
Cuahing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Doan,  Doig,  JohnC.  Ed* 
wards,  Ferris,  John  O.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Goroon,  Graham,  Harris,  Hastings, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Inger* 
soil,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abra- 
ham McCIellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mar* 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Me* 
dill,  Meii wether,  BfJIler,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley, 
Parmenter,  Patridge,  IPavne,  Pickens,  Plnmer,  Profflt,  Read, 
Reding,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  San* 
ford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Sheppero,  Stiields,  Steenrod,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Trotti,  Tur* 
ney.  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
Christopher.H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 107. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

To  report  to  the  House,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  the 
principal  and  material  facts  in  relation  to  the  fine  imposed  on 
General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  by  Judge  Hall,  and  the  opin* 
ion  oi  said  committee  upon  the  Diaterial  questtons  of  law  in- 
volved in  the  imposition  of  such  fine,  and  the  acts  leading 
thereto. 

Mr.  BOWNE  remarked,  that,  should  the  eourse 
proposed  by  his  colleague  be  adopted,  the  matter 
would  stand  just  where  it  did  now.  A  report  had 
already  been  made,  accompanying  the  bill  which 
was  reported. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  BowMx.]  The  gentleman  said  that  the 
people  had  called  aloud  for  a  remission  of  the  fine 
on  General  Jackson.  Truei  he  admitted  that  fact; 
but  the  call  was  got  up  by  interest^  politicians. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  wished  something  to  be  done  at  the 
present  Congress.  It  was  many  years  ago  when 
the  fine  was  imposed.  During  the  long  period 
which  had  elspsed,  the  Democraiic  party  had  often 
had  a  majority  in  Congress,  and  made  no  effort  to 
ha?e  the  fine  refund^.  Now,  he  wished  to  help 
to  do  that  which  they  had  been  too  modest  to  bring 
about.  They  would  have  a  majority  in  the  next 
Congress;  and  as  he  presumed  they  would  be  again 
too  modest,  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for  hav- 
ing the  fine  returned  by  the  present.  For  himself, 
be  was  willing  to  return  the  fine,  with  interest;  not 
because  General  Jackson  ought  to  have  it — not  be- 
cause the  imprisonment  of  Judge  Hall  was  right — 
but  because  he  believed  the  motives  of  General 
Jackson  to  be  pure.  He  wished  to  do  that  which 
the  friends  of  the  General  would  not  themselves  do 
for  their  chief.  He  wished  the  committee  to  report 
the  facts,  and  to  show  that  censure  of  Judge  Hall 
was  not  implied. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  next  obtained  the  floor. 
He  commenced  by  referring  to  a  pamphlet  which 
had  been  recently  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the  mem* 
hers,  which  was  a  republication  of  certain  essays 
in  the  Louisville  Journal  on  the  subject  of  the 
fine,  martial  law,  ^    He  had  recently  heard  ihat , 


the  Nashville  Union  contained  a  publication  from 
General  Jackson,  in  which  the  General  gave  the 
lie  direet  to  the  statement  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  to  which  he  referred.  Now,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
knew  something  of  the  author  of  this  pamphlet; 
and  he  was  a  man  of  talent,  and  of  the  sirictest 
veracity.  He  had  also  seen  the  statement  of 
Louallier,  and  had  read  it  over  and  over  again* 
When  he  was  on  the  stump  in  1838,  the  fine,  the 
imprisonment  of  Judge  Hall,  and  all  the  facts  con- 
nected therewith,  were  made  the  subjeet  of  daily 
discussion.  The  statements  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  to  which  he  referred  were  then  corrobo- 
raied  by  Gkneral  Jackson's  fHends.  Now,  if  the 
fine  was  to  be  nturned,  he  wished  to  see  the  facts 
reported  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  House.  If 
he  voted  against  refunding  the  fine,  it  would 
be  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  condemn* 
ation  of  martial  law;  setting  an  example  to  all 
military  men  that  no  such  thing  as  martial  law 
was  ever  to  be  proclaimed  [A  veioe:  **Except  in 
Rhode  Island**]  in  this  country. 
Mr.  GWIN  then  obtained- the  floor;  but 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  a  petition  from  Au- 
burn, Pa.,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  up  the  orders  of  the 
day — the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  BOWNE,  who  held  the  floor,  said  that 
when  he  obtained  the  floor  on  yesterday,  it  was 
more  with  a  view  to  end  the  debate  than  for 
any  other  object.  He  was  satisfied,  however,  that 
the' motion  which  he  intended  to  have  made  wouki, 
if  now  submitted,  not  be  sustained  by  the  House. 
He  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  rose  to  make  an  ap< 
peal  to  the  House;  to  address  its  sober  judgment 
on  the  propriety — nay,  thenecessity— of  bringing  to 
a  termination  this  debate,  in  order  that  it  might 
proceed  to  the  important  measiues  which  had 
been  brought  before  it.  He  had  supposed  that 
the  subject  did  not  need  much  discussion;  that 
the  bankrupt  law  was  already  sufficiently  under- 
stood by  the  Representatives  and  the  people;  and 
that  the  House  was  prepared  for  action,  and  for 
carrying  out  the  known  will  of  its  constitueaU. 
He  felt  confirmed  and  justified  in  this  view,  froM 
the  fact  that,  at  the  last  sessioa,  when  the  people 
had  not  spoken  so  emphatically  as  now— when 
their  thunders  had  not  rolled  over  the  country,  de- 
claring to  their  Representatives,  in  a  manner  not 
to  be  mistaken,  that  the  law  must  be  repealed*— 
then,  with  hot  haste,  and  by  a  strong  vote,  the  law 
was  repealed,  so  far  as  the  legislation  of  this  House 
could  go.  Having  given  this  vote,  the  membeis 
returned  to  their  constituents,  where  the  will  of  the 
people  was  ponveyed  to  them  through  many  chan- 
nels. Yet,  with  such  facts  before  them,  what  did 
they  witnea?  The  bankrupt  law  under  discussioa; 
and  not  only  its  repeal  delayed,  but  the  public 
business  deferred,  and  a  debate  going  on  upon 
everything  elsgi^xcept  the  bankrupt  htw !  What 
would  an  intelligent  man  from  abroad— what  would 
the  constituents  of  Representatives  sitting  here  say, 
were  they  to  step  in  and  hear  such  a  delutte  as  had 
taken  place,  when  they  understood  that  the  subject 
before  the  House  was  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law?  He  felt  humbled  and  mortified  at  the  course 
which  bad  been  pursued.  Not  only  had  the 
rules  appointed  for  the  governance  of  the  House 
been  violated,  without  any  call  to  order  from  the 
Speaker  or  any  one  else;  but  the  very  courtesies 
of  life  had  been  violated  and  set  aside.  He  did 
not  denre  to  spesk  censoriously,  or  to  judge 
hsrshiy;  and  be  would  on  no  account,intentionally 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  member;  but  he  would 
a^k,  is  it  becoming  the  character  of  an  American 
Congress,  the  representatives  of  an  enlightened 
and  free  people,  to  utter — nsy,  to  listen  to  the 
Isnguage  which  they  had  hesrd  in  relation  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation?  Why,  the  fish- 
women,  and  the  inmates  of  Five  Points  establish* 
meats,  would  in  vain  endeavor  to  find  in  their 
vocabulary  such  terms  as  had  been  here  poured 
out  upon  the  President.  Was  nothing  due  to  his 
itation?  Was  there  no  respect  left  for  the  highest 
ofiloer  of  the  GoTemment— for  the  highest  omeer. 
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in  £Mt,  in  the  world?  Were  any  other  man  be- 
side John  Tyler,  no  matter  how  cffensiTe  politi- 
cally to  him,  boldiog[  that  sialion,  he  (Mr.  B  ) 
would  not  yenture  to  indulge  in  snch  language  as 
he  bad  heard*  Nay,  what  convinced  him  the- 
more,  was  the  fact,  that,  however  members  might 
speak  on  the  floor,  in  the  heat  and  impulse  of  the 
moment,  yet,  when  reported  accurately  in  the  public 
prints,  they  were  ashamed  of  their  declarations, 
and  could  hardly  bear  to  be  told  that  they  had 
ased  such  language. 

He  did  not  rise  to  become  the  eulogist  of  the 
PresidenL  This  was  neither  the  time  nor  the  oc- 
casion for  such  a  thing;  other  maueis  were  under 
consideration.  He  had  adverted  to  the  subject  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  the  importance 
of  gentlemen  confining  themselves  to  the  rules,  and 
of  proceeding  to  the  business  of  the  people. 

But  he  woald  proceed  further.  The  President 
bad  not  only  been  called  a  low  wretch,  an  un- 
priAeii>led  creature,  a  base  man,  together  with 
other  ignominous  epiihet^;  but  we  wete  told — and 
be  also  had  it  from  &ome  of  his  (Mr.  B/s)  political 
friends  on  this  floor — that  the  Administration  of 
John  Tyler  was  such  that  no  Bemocrat  could  ac- 
cept an  office  under  it.  Some  of  the  leading  or- 
gans of  the  Democratic  party  held  the  same  lan- 
guage; and,  strange  to  say,  in  juatdpotUion  to  a 
paragraph  declaring  that  no  Democrat  could  bold 
oflice  under  John  Tyler,  would  be  fouad  another, 
declaring  that  the  party  could  not  support  his  Ad- 
ministration became  it  was  surrounded  by  snch 
men  as  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer ! 
What  would  these  organs  have  the  President  to  dot 
Dtsmiiit. his  cabinet?  Who  would  fill  their  places? 
According  to  the  doctrine  held  out,  no  Democrat 
eonld  hold  office  under  him  at  all;  and  the  Presi- 
dent would,  therefore,  find  himself  in  a  strange 
predicament. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  yielded  to  none  in  his  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  his  party;  yet,  if  attach- 
ment or  non-attachment  to  men  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  esteem  of  his  fellows,  he  feared 
be  should  be  thrown  overboard.  Whilst  this 
was  apparently  a  discussion  as  to  whether  the 
bankrupt  law  should  be  repealed,  it  was  in 
reality  a  discussion  as  to  who  should  be  Presi- 
dent. What,  he  asked,  did  the  people  care 
who  was  the  President?  What  did  the  ma»ses 
care  about  the  man  at  the  head  of  affairs,  so  that 
the  Ck>Temnaent  was  well  administered f 

Qentlemen  on  the  Whig  side  were  desirous  of 
frostrating  the  Administration  at  all  hazards. 
They  contended  that  the  President  had  violated  his 
fiith  and  pledges.  No  matter  what  might  be  its 
principles,  these  gentlemen  thought  the  Adminis- 
tration was  to  be  prostrated.  They  declared  to 
the  Democratic  party  that  they  must  avow  their 
adherence  or  opposition  to  the  Administration — 
that  silence  would  be  construed  into  support.  This 
appeal  brought  no  fear  upon  him.  Whilst  be  held 
tbesame  doctrines  be  had  always  professed,  he 
should,  upon  all  occasions  when  measures  were 
presented  to  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people,  that  conformed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  not  be  found  want- 
iog  in  his  support  of  this  Administration.  It  would 
make  no  difference  in  his  course,  even  if  the  tenant 
of  Ashland  were  seated  in  the  Presidential  chair. 
Should  the  measures  of  that  statesman  accord  with 
bis  notions  of  political  economy,  be  would  as  soon 
tippon  ihem  as  if  ihey  emanated  from  any  of  the 
chiefs  of  bis  own  party — Martin  Van  Buren,  or 
any  one  else.  But  the  party  had  been  told  that 
it  could  not  rally  around  the  Administration,  be- 
cause Daniel  Webster  was  there — the  great  stum- 
bHng-block.  He  was  amazed  at  these  declara- 
tions. For  himself,  bad  as  he  con:(idered  Daniel 
Webster,  if  Mr.  W.  would  renounce  ihe  errors  of 
bis  ways^  and  come  into  the  Democratic  party,  he 
would  be  fbc, receiving  him  into  its  folds,  as  thou- 
sands of  others  who  had  left  the  old  Federal  party 
before.    [Laughter.] 

Bad  doctrine, say  gentlemen.  It  was  bis  doctrine; 
and  be,  for  one,  was  not  disposed  to  deny  it;  and 
the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  acted,  had 
reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  Ay,  to  be  proud  of  it. 
[Laughter.]  When  great  distinguished  old  Fcder- 
aUsls^-i^fei'  noted  for  their  intelligence,  and  with 


talents  of  a  high  order — renouoced  the  error  of 
their  ways,  and  joined  the  Democratic  party,  for 
what  reason  should  it  be  said  that  the  doors  are 
closed,  and  there  is  no  admittance  for  yo;?  He 
feared,  if  that  rule  bad  been  applied  alwa>  s,  he 
should  have  beeft  able  to  point  out  gentlemen  on 
that  floor  who  might  have  been  debarred  entrance, 
and  might  not  have  occupied  the  places  in 
the  Democratic  party  which  th^y  now  hold.  He 
might,  perhaps,  have  a  little  more  feelhig  on  this 
subject  than  some  other  gentlemen,  for  he  was 
brought  up  a  Federalist  n&vs^ri]  o^  i^c  old 
school,  [renewed  laughter,]  by  a  father  who, 
though  not  an  active  politician,  was  too  honest  to 
disown  the  name;  and  he  owned  it  to  this  day,  and 
despised  the  shifting  and  changing  of  names  which 
had  been  so  often  resorted  to.  He  (Mr.  B.)  did 
not^  until  he  was  24  years  of  age,  enter  the  politi- 
cal arena  at  all;  but  when  he  did,  and  when  he 
examined  the  question  for  himself,  he  espoused  the 
Democratic  cause.  He  repeated,  however,  that  he 
wis  educated  a  FederalUt;  and  if  this  stern,  in- 
flexible course  had  been  adopted,  he  and  others  on 
that  floor  might  have  been  shut  out— entirely  shut 
out.    [Laughter.] 

And  if  he  were  once  satisfied  that  Daniel  Web' 
sier  bad  changed  his  political  creed,  and  was  at 
heart  a  Democrat,  he,  for  one,  would  be  as  willing 
to  receive  him,  as  to  receive  any  other  of  those  dis- 
tinguished members  of  that  party  who  had  left  it 
before.  [Laughter.]  His  (Mr.  Bowne's)  friends 
said  they  could  not  take  him.  He  had  only  to  say 
that  he  spoke  for  himself.  He  spoke  plainly  his 
own  individual  feelings;  and  neither  before  the 
country,  nor  elsewhere,  did  he  wfsb  to  have  his 
party  responsible  for  his  views  on  this  question. 
He  did  not  know  (nor  did  he  care)  what  evidence 
Mr.  Mfiebster  had  given  of  his  conversion  to  De- 
mocracy. He  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Webster  had 
given  any.  He  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Webster 
desired  or  wished  to  belong  to  the  Democraiic 
party;  but  he  made  the  remark  in  answer  to  the 
allegation  of  a  gentleman  yesterday,  who  thought 
there  was  an  insuperable  barrier  between  that  party 
and  the  Administration  and  its  measures.  Now, 
so  far  as  the  meatures  of  the  Administration  were 
concerned,  there  were  those  of  which  he  approved, 
and  had  supported;  and,  as  they  came  up,  he  should 
ast  as  his  judgment  dictated. 

But  while  he  was  attempting  to  reprove  the 
course  which  gentlemen  had  taken  in  this  debate,  he 
had  almost  unconsciously  fallen  into  that  course  him- 
self. [Laughter.]  He  had  only  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  strange  nature 
of  this  debate,  and  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  House 
to  bring  it  to  a  close,  and  to  have  action  upon  it. 
Did  gentlemen  suppose  the  mind  of  a  single  mem- 
ber could  be  enlightened  by  this  debate  on  the 
bankrupt  bill?  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  a  sin- 
gle vote  could  be  changed,  if  this  debate  should  be 
still  further  tolerated?  Or,  did  gentlemen  suppose 
that  they  could  escape  a  direct  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion, or  that  it  could  be  shuffled  off  entirely  to 
another  session?  Now,  be  would  ask,  were  not 
gentlemen  who  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  a  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law  willing  to  come  to  a  test 
vote  on  the  direct  question?  Or  was  the  policy 
which  he  saw  suggested  some  days  ago,  in 
a  country  paper,  to  be  pursued  by  gentlemen  of 
the  North,  who  were  to  oppose  repeal,  that  the 
Democrats  in  the  next  Congress  might  have  the 
credit  of  repealing  it?  Was  that  to  be  the  policy 
pursued  respecting  a  law  against  which  the  people 
had  unequivocally  pronounced?  He  hoped  aiul 
trusted  not.  Let  them  have  a  direct  vote  on  the 
question.  They  well  understood  that  the  people 
desired  to  know  whether  they  intended  to  repeal 
the  law  or  not.  Some  gentlemen  had  said  it  was 
to  be  repealed ~that  the  decree  bad  gone  forth;  but 
as  day  after  day  passed  away,  he  became  more  and 
more  .convinced  that  they  should  get  no  ac- 
tion on  this  measure.  Let  but  the  motion 
of  his  colleague^  [Mr.  Barnard]  be  carried, 
and  this  bill  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee — 
thirty  days  of  the  session  having  gone,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  session  only  remaining,  with  the  va- 
rious Pleasures  before  them  which  csUed  for  their 
action,  and  which  must  be  acted  upon — and  what 
time  should  they  have,  if  they  protracted  this  use- 
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less  debate,  to  aet|upon  it  at  a  future  period?  Wbj^ 
.  if  it  diould  go  to  that  commluee,  it  mighl  come 
back  when  other  measures  required  all  their  lime; 
and  then  this  bill  would  go  precisely  where  its  ene« 
mies  wished  it  to  go.  He  a^ked  die  House  wliether  * 
they  might  not  then  take  the  question,  and  whether 
that  debate  then  might  not  cease.  They  heard  yes- 
terday— and  he  listened  to  him  with  great  pleasure 
—the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.M.  Browv,} 
and  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Ferris,]  who  were  botk 
guilty  of  being  so  much  out  of  order,  as  to  discoar 
the  bill  itself.  [Laughter.]  He  (Mr.  B.)  was 
pleased,  because  they  dealt  with  the  subject  can- 
didly and  fairty.  They  heltrd  their  arguments  ok 
this  subjec",  they  heard  the  argumentson  both  sides, 
when  the  bill  was  passed,  and  they  had  heard  them 
through  the  cofumns  of  the  newspapers;  why,  then, 
delay?  He  should  close  with  the  remark,  that  ha 
hoped  they  would  now  have  action. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  understood  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had  said  that 
public  sentiment  called  for  the  repeal  of  the  hank- 
rupt  law,  whether  the  gentleman  who  succeeded 
bim  in  the  representation  of  his  congressional  dis- 
trict was  not  an  open,  avowed  advocate  of  the 
bankrupt  law? 

Mr.  BOWNE  was  understood  to  reply  that  he 
believed  he  was;  but  that  wss  not  made  a  questioa 
in  the  late  election.  And  further,  the  gentleman, 
alluded  to  was  the  only  advocate  of  the  bankrupt 
law  that  he  had  met  with  in  that  district. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  if  the  bankrupt  law 
had  not  been  made  a  subject  of  discussion  at  the 
last  election,  it  showed  that  there  was  not  much 
trouble  on  that  question  in  that  district.  He  went 
on  to  state  that  be  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  he  foresaw  that  great  mischief  would 
result  ftom  th'e  repeal;  and  he  intended  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  voting  against  it. 

He  then  made  some  passing  remarks  on  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in 
this  debate;  and  said  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Bowhb]  verified  the 
distich — 

"Long  ai  the  Ump  holds  out  to  bum. 
The  vilest  sinner  may  return." 

Pursuing  that  subject  (he  said)  from  the  giving^ 
out  on  that  floor,  be  concluded  the  corporal's  guard 
was  much  larger  than  was  generally  supposed;  and. 
even  the  gentleman  from  New  Yo^  [Mr.  Bownsl 
might  not  be  very  averse  to  enlist.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  bad  many  members  who  were  not 
unwilling  to  go  over;  and  ai  a  m'^eting  of  Demo- 
crats, held  on  the  19th  of  Dtcember,  1842,  at 
Fraok^ort,  in  Kentucky,  (which  was  attended  by 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  that  place,)  the  following  resolution  waa 
adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  Daniel  Webster  and  Jobn  C.  Spencer,  ths 
brighest  luminaries  of  the  Whig  sicy,  have,  in  iheir  translito 
DemocracT,  formed  a  halo  of  glory  around  its  princl|4es.''' 
[Roars  of  Unghter.] 

According  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,' 
they  were  willing  to  take  as  many  as  would  come» 
But  he  had  aaoUier  curious  document  which  ha 
wished  to  read.  It  was  a  letter  said  to  have  beea 
written  at  the  White  House — at  least,  it  tras  pub* 
lished  in  the  Union  of  New  York.  One  gentlemaa 
had  said  something  about  the  voracity  with  whieh 
the  Whigs  struggled  for  office,  or  of  their  "vora- 
cious maw;>*  but  it  seemed,  from  this  letter,  that; 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  trouble  among  the  Demo- 
crats about  the  offices.  He  then  read  a  letter  front 
the  Unum  newspaper,  which  dolorously  depicted 
the  troubles  of  the  President,  and  likened  him  to  m 
man  walking  along  a  road  who  was  met  and 
despoiled  of  bat,  coat,  waistcoat— yea,  and  breeehes 
also.  [Roars  of  laughter.]  From  this  he  glanced 
at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Cusnivo,]  and  the  offering  of  the 
spoils  of  party  at  auction. 

Mr.  CUSHING  rose,  and  said  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  repeated  a  remark  which  had 
been  made  several  times  in  that  House,  and  to 
which  he  had  desired  to  reply;  but  he  had  not 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  floor.  He  now 
begged  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  put  his 
finger  on  a  single  sentence  in  his  speech  which 
auSiorized  that  imputation.    [Laughter,  and  cries 
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of  *  oil,  Obj  ObL"]  lie  rcptated  bin  rcijacst,  that  tbe 
lEentteman  from  Qeorgia  would  select  from  hU 
slpcecha  fiOBglc  .seiueirc«  whicb  would  jastily  ihat 
ioifMiUiIoo,  or  a  .sentence  which  the  genilem^n 
from  Qepc^ia  would  stand  there  and  declare  to  the 
House  was  UBjust  in  ptinciple,  and  antme  in 
facu 
Sir.  M1c:rI  WETHER  said  the  gentietaum  from 

§a&59.chuseiu  was  playing  the  Yankee  with  him. 
G  was  answering  one  qaeatiyn  by  asking  another., 

Mr,  CUSHtNO  said  he  replied  by  a  denial  that 
he  bad  said  anything  like  that  which  was  imputed 
to  him. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  bad  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Mas»acbu&elis  whether  the  Whig  parly  had 
bid?  And  the  gentleman  asked  him  to  point  to  that 
pait  of  his  speech  which  said  there  was  an  auc- 
tion. Perhaps  the  sale  bad  been  posiponed.  If  so, 
be  would  say  no  more  about  it,  further  than,  if  it 
wa»,  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  eBcoarogement. 

But  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  for  want  of  en* 
cooragement  that  the  sale  ought  to  have  been  poet- 
ppned;  for  they  bad  some  glorious  bids — not  open 
ones,  to  be  sure,  for  U  would  not  do  for  gentlemen 
10  bid  openly;  they  most  coTcr  up  appearances* 
Bui  he  would  ask,  what  better  bid  could  be  given 
than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Lidiana,  who 
would  not  bid  openly,  to  besurej  but  "Mark  you," 
said  lie,  **I  wonU  run  against  your  constitutional 
fa'ji." 

Mr,  CUSHINQ  asked  leave  to  makv  an  expla- 
nation. Tiie  gentleman  from  Georgia  asked  him 
if  he  eipected  the  Whig  party  to  become  bidders; 
and,  on  bis  asking  him  What  part  of  bis  speech  au- 
thorized such  a  question,  he  charged  him  with 
playing  the  Yankee  on  him.  Now,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  a^k  the  gentleman  the  same  question,  in 
s^nbiiance,  again;  and  he  expected  a  serious  and 
candid  answer  to  it.  Would  he  put  his  finger  on 
a  single  passage  of  bis  (Mr.  C.'s)  speech  which  he 
considered  unjust  in  principle,  or  untrue  in  point 
of  fact.  If  he  did,  he  (Mr.  C  )  woukl  bring  for- 
*  ward  some  of  the  most  disiinituished  men  of  the 
country,  from  the  days  of  the  Revolution  down  to 
the  present  time,  in  snppoit  of  (he  doctrines  there 
advanced. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  thai  he  had  an- 
swered the  gentleman  already,  by  pointing  to  the 
whole  of  bis  speech.  He  could  not  take  lime  to 
r^ad  it  through  Tor  the  gentleman;  but  he  would 
adYJse  him,  when  he  went  to  his  room,  to  take  it 
ap  and  review  it  again.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  WisE)]  in  endeavoring  to  explain  it 
away  the  other  day,  showed  that,  (a  his  opinion,  it 
reouired  some  explanation. 

Bill  when  he  was  interrupted,  he  was  going  to 
chow  that  there  was  trouble  in  the  Democratic 
camp,  and  that  there  was  somebody  at  the  White 
Honse,  or  connected  with  it,  who  would  have  a 
word  to  say  when  the  proper  time  eame,  as  iali- 
mated  by  the  gtntleman  from  Massachns^is. 
Hero  was  a  letter,  from  whieh  be  would  take  the 
liberty  of  reading  a  few  extracts,  written  from 
somebody  at  the  W  bite  House,  and  published  in 
one  of  the  New  York  papers.  [Mr.  M.  here  read 
some  exfVacts  from  the  letter  he  referred  to,  stating, 
in  substance,  that  *^Mr.  Calhoun  was  here,  and  that 
the  writer  never  saw  him  look  so  well;  that  he 
seemed  uneasy  about  going  into  a  national  con- 
tention, for  fear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  was 
more  dexterous  with  the  cups  and  balls,  might  cheat 
him  out  of  the  nomination."]  Now,  (said  Mr.  M..) 
bere  Is  an  intimation  that  there  is  some  di^eulty; 
hot  he  would  read  further  on,  to  see  if  there 
wa<  not  some  intimation  of  what  the  gentleman 
from  Massaebasetts  threw  out  in  the  course  of  his 
speech.    Mr.  M.  read  as  follows: 

*1f  a  storm  if  brewips  t>etween  the  Whigi  and  the  CalhourT 
mes,  the  Adoiintotrauon  has  onljr  to  itOMin  tranquil:  and  if 
ihe  people  will  only  unborM  the  leaders,  do  man  wooid  t)e  so 
Arong  aa  John  Tyler." 

Ail  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  went  to  establish  thn  as- 
s^rtion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — thai 
Mr.  Tjler  wa»  creating  a  division  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ranks,  in  his  own  favor.  We  have  b^ard 
(said  Mr.  M.).thecotifessions  of  the  North  wing 
of  the  party;  but  we  have  heard  nothing,  as  yet, 
from  the  Southern  wing.  He  trusted  that,  before 
this  deibate  closed,  they  should  bear  the  coiiiressions 


of  that  wing  also.  All  these  divisions  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  certainly  showed  some  signs  of  their 
defeat.  Why  did  they  keep  so  many  candidates  in 
the  fieldt  Why  did  they  not  bring  out  thisir  man, 
and  advocate  his  pretensions  to  the  Presidentyt  It 
was  said  that  they  wnre  waiting  for  a  national  con* 
vention  to  reconcile  their  differences  about  men, 
and  concentrate  the  opinions  of  the  party  on  some 
particular  candidate.  He  woukl  not  venture  upon 
a  prophecy;  but  there  was  one  ihi|ig  he  should  not 
b6  sdirprised  at — and  that  was,  that»  when  the  con- 
vention should  be  held,  they  should  nominate  Dan- 
iel Webster  for  the  Presidency,  and  John  C^  Spen- 
opr  for  the  Vice  Presidency — who,  according  to  the 
Kentucky  resolations,  which  he  had  just  read,  had 
cast  a  halo  of  glory  around  the  principles  of  De- 
mocracy* 

As  he  remarked  when  be  set  out,  he  vote^for 
the  bankrnpt  bill,  and  voted  for  its  repeal;  but  be 
should  now.  vote  against  the  repeal.  Numbers 
had  taken  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  act,  who  had 
been  driven  to  it  because  their  debtors  first  availed 
themselves  of  it,  and  in  this  way  drove  them  lo 
bankruptcy.  It  woukl  be  cruel  and  unjust,  there- 
fore, to  deprive  them  of  the  benefits  of  the  act^  af. 
ter  they  had  been  ruined  by  its  operation.  He 
should,  therefore,  f  ote  against  the  repeal  on  these 
grounds,  if  there  were  no  others  to  sustain  it  Mr. 
M.,  in  conclusion,  contended  that  the  act  did  not 
in  its  operations  violate  existing  contracts,  and 
was  not  an  ex  poH/aeh  law  ia  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  PICKENS  desijred  to  detain  the  Hoose  but 
a  few  moments  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He 
was  aware  that  it  had  been  sufficiently  discussed, 
and  he  would  be.  pleased  to  see  an  early  action 
upon  it.  Were  he  to  legislate  according  to  the 
feelings  of  his  heart,  and  the  sympathies  of  bis  na- 
ture, be  would  not  deny  to  those  unfortunates  who 
seek  for  the  benefits  of  this  Uw  the  relief  that  it 
woukl  give  them.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  Dawson,]  the  only  Democrat  who  voted  for 
this  law,  said  the  other  day  all  that  could  be  said 
in  its  favor.  He  confessed  (Mr.  P.  said)  that  all 
the  sympathies  of  hi?  nature  were  deeply  rotued 
by  the  gentleman's  warm-hearted  and  feeliag  ad- 
dressj  but  he  did  not  stand  here  to  legislate  accord- 
ing to  his  feelings,  nor  to  give  relief  to  a  particular 
class,  at  the  expense  of  the  Constitution  of  his 
country.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  a  bankrupt 
law  could  not  be  framed  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution;  and  this  brought  him  to  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  this  part  of  the 
subject.  The  gentleman  asked  why  this  law 
should  now  be  repealed,  since  the  Constitution 
gave  to  Congress  the  express  power  to  pass  a  bank- 
rupt law.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  the 
power  was  given  in  the  Constitution,  but  he  al- 
ways considered  it  as  the  most  dangerous  one  that 
could  be  exercised.  TTbat,  and  the  clause  giving 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  were  the  most 
dangerous  and  uncertain  powers  in  the  ConsUiu- 
tion — powers  of  which  he  always  thought  that  (in- 
gress should  be  exceedingly  cautious,  and  strict  in 
their  construction  when  exercising  them.  When  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  inserted  the  provision  in 
it  in  relation  to  bankruptcy,  they  must  have  had  in 
view  V9  meaning  as  it  was  thru  understood 
from  English  law  and  English  decisiona*  All 
know  the  statute  of  Henry  VIII,  and  how 
extremely  limited  it  was  in  its  provisions.  It 
was  intended  to  apply  to  swindlers,  and  dishonest 
traders  only  who  become  bankrupt,  and  to  make 
them  place  their  assets  at  the  di.^posal  of  their 
creditors.  That  law  was  the  foundation  of  all  the 
English  laws  on  the  subject  made  Muce  that  time; 
and  there  was  some  doubt  whether  they  bad  Ttoi 
done  more  harm  than  good.  If,  iheo,  ih<ere  were 
just  grounds  for  complaint  against  the  system 
in  a  country  of  limited  extent  like  England, 
with  a  consolidated  Gh)vernment,  bow  much  more 
likely  would  it  be  to  operate  injuriously  in  a  c  un- 
try  like  ours,  of  diversity  of  interests  and  pursuits, 
and  of  twenty-six  independent  sovereignties? 

Mr.  P.,  after  some  further  remarks,  went  on  lo 
argue  against  Aie  principle  of  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy in  the  present  law.  He  knew  that  it  had  been 
said  that  there  was  but  li  tie  difference  between  an 
insolvent  law  and  a  bankrupt  law,  and  Uie  opinion 


ol  the  Attorney  General  had  been  givefl  ia  suppoH 
ot  this  B^umption;  bt^t  Mr.  P.  boniendedtbat  there 
was  a  broad  distinciion  between  them.    The  in- 

solveht  law  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the 
debtor;  while  the  bankrupt  law  was  inteuded  for 
the  benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  to  provide  that  the 
assets  of  his  debtor  should  be  paid  over  for  his  use. 
Now,  when  a  bankrupt  law  contained  within  it  tbe 
voluntary  principle  of  bankruptcy,  allowing  the 
debtor  at  his  option  to  relieve  himself  from  his  ol« 
ligations  to  his  erteditors,  it  was  nothing  but  au  in- 
solvent law,  and,  therefore,  entirely  out  of  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  Ckmstiiution  referred 
to.  He  would,  therefore,  make  the  act,  if  be 
passed  one  at  all,  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
meaning  of  bankruptcy,  as  it  was  understood  at  the 
time  tbe  provison    on  tbe  subject  was  inserted 

■  in  the  Constitution:  the  meaning  of  bankrupt<^, 
at  laid  down  in  Blackstone,  was  precisely  the 
one  that  he  would  be  govereod  by.  He 
thought,  that  the  present  law  was  uneoa- 
stitutionaljbecanse  it  clearly  interfered  with  existing 
contracts,  and  cloarly  an  c*  ]f6tt  faeto  Uw;  and  ht. 
held  that  gentlemen  who  supported  it  were  bound 
to  argue  that  Cfongress  bad  a  right  to  inlerfeie  with 
contracts,  and  make  an  ex  poet  fade  law.  In  fact, 
a  gentleman  at  the  last  session  did  take  suck 
grounds;  and  what  was  his  argument?  Why*  that 
Congress  could  interfere  with  contracts,  because 
the  power  was  prohibited  to  the  States.  This  was 
a  perfect  solecismy&nd  an  argtament  he  never  ek- 
pected  to  have  heard.  He  had  thought  that  this 
was  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and  confiaed 
within  the  provisions  of  a  written  Constitatioii. 

'But,  if  such  doctrines  prevailed,  it  would  sweep 
widun  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  aU 
the  contracts  within  the  country,  all  the  relations 
between  debtor  and  creditor,  and  nearly  aU  the 
transacKons  of  private  life.  Were  gentlemea 
aware  of  the  tremendous  powers  they  claimed  for 
the  Federal  Government,  by  adopting  such  au  ar- 
gument as  this?  Credit  and  confidence  l>etween 
man  and  man  would  be  broken  up.  No  mau 
would  trust  bis  neighbor;  and  all  business  would 
be  destroyed,  if  it  should  be  decided  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  could  step  in  and  interfere  with 
contracts,  releasing  the  debtor  from  tbe  obligations 
he  had  entered  into,  and  thereby  depriving  the 
creditor  of  a  portion  of  bis  property  *  If  gentlemen 
took  it  on  this  ground,  they  were  compelled  to  take 
the  argument  that  this  Government  can  interfere 
with  contracts,  and  pass  ex  pott  fti§to  laws.  It 
was  a  power  that  would  shake  the  very  foundations 
of  civilized  society;  and,  of  course,  it  was  not  granted 
to  this  Government  by  tbe  framers  of  the  Constitn- 
tion.  Ft  was  on  this  ground  principally  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law.  It  had  been  argued 
thai  it  should  be  retained,  because  all  the  harm 
that  e.  uld  be  done  under  it  had  been  done  already, 
and  that  there  were  numbers  who,  having  been 
driven  into  bankruptcy  by  it,  were  now,  in  justice, 
entitled  to  its  benefits.  Much  had  been  said  to  ex- 
cite the  commiseration  of  ihe  House  for  this  class 
of  unfortunate  persons.  Though  he  loved  the  at- 
tribute of  mercy,  be  was  still  bound  to  do  justice. 
He  would  not  do  evil  that  good  might  follow.  He 
was  for  doing  equal,  and  exact  justice  to  all,  and 
would  no^  fur  the  sake  of  iodolging  in  the  idnidly 
feelings  of  his  nature,  trample  on  the  Constitution 
of  bis  country.  Mr.  P.  next  went  into  aa  argu- 
ment against  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  to  include  banks  and  other  corpora- 
tions in  the  provisions  of  the  bankrupt  law.  He 
asked  if  the  gentleman  had  reflected  on  the  alarm- 
ing consequences  that  wonld  follow  thc^  successful 
termination  of  bis  motion.  What,  he  asked^  would 
be  left  to  the  Stales^  if  this  proposition  should  be 
carried  into  effect?  Their  churches,  thrir  railroadsu 
their  school  corporations,  and  private  chartered 
companies  of  every  description,  would  be  swept 
away.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  banks  as  anr 
gentleman  on  that  floor,  and  had  asaiiailea. 
them  with  all  the  energies  of  which  he  was 
capable,  when  other  gentlemen,  ^bo  were  now 
so  ready  to  attack  them,  quailed  under  their 
power.  He  was  utterly  ind  frrecoBeiliu>]y  op- 
posed to  them;  bat  he  would  not,  for  the  saJieof 
(getting  at  them,  sweep  away  fiiat  noble  tnktrutoent, 
on  which  our  liberties  re»t.    I^ook  at  41|^)am<|, 
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vboM  8i«te  Bank  Uf  a  part  of  her  financial  system. 
Look  St  Soaih  CaioUoa,  wbieb  wiis  largely  iaicr- 
ciKd  in  her  b«iks.  Woidd  gentlemen  hare  these 
tote  plated  al  the  mercy  oi  the  Nonhern  and 
Eastern  banks,  to  sue  on(  commisRions  of  bank- 
miey  against  them,  and  drag  tbrm  down  to  roin? 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  sneh  a  provision  on 
Ike  banks  of  the  South  and  Southwest?  Exchanges 
were  generally  against  them,  and  in  favor  of  ihe 
Northern  and  Northeasto-n  banks,  and  tbey  wonJd 
be  placed  at  the  feet  of  New  York  and  New  Bog- 
laad.  The  provision  the  gentleman  sooght  to  in- 
trodoce  would  b<»t  in  effect,  a  tremeodoii«  bank  of 
the  United  States^  with  branches  in  the  North  and 
last,  having  the  power  to  ruin  the  Soufhern  banks 
at  their  pleasure.  Havmg  said  all  that  he  iatended 
to  say  bn  the  bill  before  the  House,  he  would  now 
briefly  touch  on  the  incidental  subject  that  bad 
b^n  brought  forward  in  the  debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the  other 
day  made  a  very  extraordinary  speech;  and  that 
speedi  had  been  quoted  variously  by  different 
members  on  that  floor,  as  well  as  by  the  public 
press.  He  did  not  know  that  he  understood  the 
gentleman  exactly;  but  if  he  meant  to  say  (as 
chsrged  against  him  by  several  gentlemen,  and 
by  the  newspapers)  that  the  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government  were  to  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  sustaining  the  Admioistration  in  office,  and  for 
palling  down  and  putting  up  political  aspirants,  he 
eoukl  only  say  to  the  gentleman  that  he  trampled 
such  doctrines  widi  scorn  under  his  feet.  The 
gentleman  knew  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  stood  up  here  in 
opposition  to  power  and  patronage,  when  it  re- 
quired some  nerve  to  do  so;  and  he  now  could  not 
be  diverted  from  the  line  of  conduct  his  princi- 
ples had  marked  out  for  him,  either  by  fear  or 
ikvor.  He  wanted  nothing  from  any  Administra- 
tioB,  and  would  fearlessly  do  his  duty  to  bis  coun- 
try and  the  people  he  represented,  without  looking 
to  any  Administration  for  its  approbation.  Not  that 
he  bvl  any  objoction  to  tbe  present  President  of  the 
United  Statesn;  on  tbe  contrary,  he  respected  his 
character  and  his  integrity.  He  had  been  abused 
and  traduced  grossly  and  unjustly,  and  he  had  his 
(Mr.  P. 'Is)  sympathies  on  that  account 

He  would  say  to  the  gentleman  f^om  Massachu- 
setts tbat  he  rejoiced  to  see  him  standing 
in  the  position  in  which  he  now  stood.  He 
would  do  the  gentleman  the  credit  of  saying 
fliat  he  bad  always  had  a  leaning  to  Demo- 
oiUe  principles.  [A  laugh.]  He  had  great 
cause  to  congratulate  the  country,  and  the  gentle- 
man himself,  that,  atthough  he  bad  been  the  most 
violent  ultra— though  he  had  been  actually  so 
full  of  ranocumis  abuse,  that  even  he  (Mr  P.) 
had  shuddered  with  fear,  |laaghter,}— -though  the 
gentlenmn  and  a  colleague  of  his  (another  of  the 
guard)  had  been  so  violent  in  denunciation  that 
he  (MLr»  P.)  had  actually  shuddered  lest  he  should 
be  robbed  of  his  seat— yet  he  had  now  cause  to  con- 
gratulate them  thatuhey  had  at  last  embraced  the 
truth.  He  did  not  Delieve  they  were  leaving  the 
truth;  because,  accordiog  to  the  adage,  '*truih  was 
mighty  and  would  prevail,"  and  that  could  hardly 
be  said  of  the  cause  they  were  leaving.  The 
Qreeks  well  understood  the  frailty  of  poor  human 
nature.  They  represented  tbe  Qoddess  of  Wisdom 
with  a  crown  upon  her  head,  clothed  with  the 
trappings  of  power,  and  sitting  in  imperial  state. 
Tbey  sought  to  make  her  attractive.  They  well 
aadaifiood  nature  when'they  represented  Wisdom 
invested  with  tbe  trappings  and  symbols  of  power. 

He  would  not  say  the  gentlemen  only  loved  truth 
because  presented  to  them  in  this  form;  but  he 
wen^d  eay  this — that  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
be  (Mr.  Pickens)  acted,  acted  upon  broad  princi- 
ples: and,  as  to  the  divisions  which  were  supposed 
to  exist  in  the  Republican  party,  he  knew  nothing 
of  them.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  serious  di- 
vittOBs  existed.  He  believed  there  were  no  divis- 
ions but  such  as  might  be  reconciled,  with  prudence 
and  judgment.  He  could  see  no  cause  for  the 
least  want  of  harmony.  They  stood  upon  the 
broad  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

He  would  teU  the  eentlemen,  that  one  of  the 
pdno^les  upon  which  he  wpuld  not  be  found  har- 
monizing with  tbem,  was  the  question  of  fVee  trade. 
Tb0  bwt  qontion  he  cooiideied  dead;  butt  as  to 


this  question  of  free  trade,  be  would  teli  the  gentle- 
in<>i»~.thuee  who  may  come  in\o  power — lei  them 
c  me  ID  as  they  may,  the  banner  of  fr^e  trade  will 
wave,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  Administration 
or  of  the  oppoaition.  Those  principles  which  weie 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
wouki  prevail. 

Did  they  ask  for  favoi?  No,  sir.  He  ceuld  as- 
sure them,  (and  there  were  gentlemen  there  who 
knew  the  fact,)  that  if  he  had  thought  proper  to 
fawn  and  flatter,  he  could  have  borne  the  trappings 
of  office;  but  he  scorned  to  dress  himself  in  the 
livery  of  any  man,  he  cared  not  what  power  or 
what  patronage  he  might  wield.  He  went  for  his 
country — for  the  Constitution  of  hiscounnry — the 
constitution  and  rights  of  South  Carolina  against 
the  world.  [A  laugh.]  He  would  be  unworthy 
of  the  place  he  occupied,  if  he  could  have  suffered 
his  mouth  to  be  muzzled.  He  contended  not  for 
the  sake  of  paltry,  party  triumph.  No:  he  scorned, 
he  despised  tbe  thought;  it  was  for  those  great  prin- 
ciples which  it  bad  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  his 
life  to  contend  for. 

As  for  the  divisions  in  the  Whig  party,  he  knew 
nothing  about  them;  others  were  better  informed. 
He  could  only  say  that  he  felt  a  sincere  sympathy 
for  them.  They  came  inio  power  under  the  most 
abandoned  and  profligate  principles;  and  now  they 
were  about  to  be  dissolved,  without  much  regard 
to  principle.  [Laughter.]  In  reply  to  the  famous 
Kentucky  orator,  he  would  say  they  (the  Whiits) 
were  standing  aghast  at  the  handwriting  on  the 
wall  which  proclaimed  their  guilt. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  presumed  no  man,  read- 
ing tbe  reports  of  the  dc'bates  in  that  House,  could 
suppose  that  they  were  discussing  tho  bankrupt 
bill.  He  could  tell  them  what  the  feeling  of  the 
country  was  in  relation  to  the  repeat  of  tbe  bank- 
rupt law,  and  in  regard  to  the  insincerity  which 
had  marked  the  proceedings  of  tbe  majority  there. 
The  ^bankrupt  bill  bad  always  been  in  a  minority; 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  13  or  17  votes;  and 
afterwards  taken  up  by  means  of  a  caucus,  and 
passed  by  a  minority---flve  members  standing  be- 
hind the  columns,  and  refusing  to  vote.  The  bill 
passed  against  tbe  known  will  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States— against  the  will  of  those  who  sent 
the  members  of  that  House  to  Congress.  And 
he  would  tell  those  gentlemen,  by  'whose  votes 
it  passed,  that,  when  they  returned  home  and 
met  their  constituents  face  to  face,  they  found 
(hat  it  was  for  tbeir  interest  to  return  here,  and 
vote  for  its  repeal,  before  it  could  go  fairly  into 
effect.  They  now  found  themselves  called  upon 
by  tbe  country  to  repeal  tbe  bankrupt  law.  Tbey 
were  now  in  tbe  very  same  condition  that  they  were 
in  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  members.  All 
were  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  tbe  bill,  and  yet 
tbey  could  never  get  a  dozen  votes  in  its  favor. 
If  gentlemen  supposed  the  people  would  not  un- 
derstand them,  they  were  greatly  mistaken.  He 
would  now  say  a  word  to  the  Democratic  party; 
for,  thank  God,  he  stood  in  a  situation  where  be 
cared  not  whether  he  pleased  or  displeased  either 
party.  [A  laugh.]  He  had  said  so  at  home,  and 
he  repeated  it  here.  A  plague  on  the  heads  of 
both.  He  would  now  tell  the  gentlemen  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  Democrattc  party.  Every  man 
of  them  was  anxious  to  have  tbe  bill  passed, 
but  did  not  want  to  take  the  responsibility  of  voting 
for  its  repeal;  desiring  to  throw  all  the  odium  pos- 
sible on  the  Whig  party  for  having  voted  for  its 
passage.  And  now  they  say  you  do  not  intend  to 
repeal  it,  but  intend  to  keep  up  the  divisions  and 
dissensions  which  sxtst  here.  He  would  say,  then, 
to  the  I>emocrats,  Do  not,  when  you  go  home, 
charge  it  upon  the  WhiK  party  that  they  were  un- 
willing to^repeal  the  law.  You  know  that  ycu 
said  at  the  last  session  you  were  opposed  to  it;  if 
so,  walk  up;  let  us  have  no  humbugging;  walk  up 
to  the  work,  and  repeal  it.  He  (Mr.  P.)  clearly 
saw  that  the  law  was  not  going  to  be  repealed  in 
that  House;  and  the  only  hopes  he  had,  were,  that  a 
bill  would  oome  from  the  Senate  for  its  repeal. 

(Gentlemen  said,  strike  out  the  voluntary 
claufie.  But  did  not  gentlemen  see  that 
thai  would  be  perfectly  useless?  Did  they 
not  suppose  that  it  would  be  an  easy  thing  for  a 
Stan  to  go  to  some  good  iritnd,  and  say,  Force  me 


into  baAkruptcyl  Hjgbt  ntot  a  tnaaeoauael  hi^ipre.'- 
iior  to  ^ve  him  into  :irvoIui.tatyT|tnl(ri^iCy? 
All  S3;s^.q|is  connected  J^i  Ik  ^  sort  ^  b^tint^ 
were  Uabie  jto  fra,u(i.  He.beU«voj  jt»eJbads|>oken 
very  piAioly  ^i  regard  to  this  n^aitaj*.  He  held  it 
to  he  the  duty  of  every  Djcij^ijiprat  iu  thai  House  to 
waUc  rifht  lip  aXM  vote  for  ihe  repeal  of  th^bill. 
He  Micved  ihat  nine  out  of  ten  of  all  parties 
were  really  in  (avor  of  its  repeal.  He  had  not 
impugned  the  motives  of  any^ohe;4>e  bad  but  ex- 
pressed bis  own  opinivns.     -;  * 

He  bad  he^rd  a  gpod^.^^al  aboot  piquing  np 
tbe  Administrfttion  at  atic^'ion.  He  w^uld^k  the 
gentlemen  what  thc^  bfsd  to  c  ffer  them  in  oase  ihej 
should  comc^orward  apd  repeal  the  l^ankriiipt  law? 
It  was  the  most  laughable  thing  he  had  ^ver  heard 
of.  What  would  t)ie  gentlemen  give  ihem?  Did 
(hey  mapn  to.go  ujMm  the  credit  system?  ^  (Mr. 
P^)  was  not  disposed  to  sell  himself  upon^redit. 
[IfSCigbter.]  Ho  would  Xell  the  Wbjgs  bow  it  was 
possible  for  them  as  a  party,  having  amoi^g  them 
jnen  of  inlelligettce,  of  tact,  of  ingenuity,  to  permit 
themselves  to  be  drawn  into  such  a, debate  as  this. 
Would  they  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushiko]  might,^at^ny  time  he 
chose,  draw  them  into  a  debate  which  must  end  in 
their  defeat  as  a  party?  Tliey  had  botn  accused  of 
wasting  the  time  of  the  Hou^e;  but  to  allow  such 
a  debate  as  this  to  go  on,  and  to  continue,  day  after 
day,  talking  about  Captain  Tyler  and  Democracy, 
without  doing  anything,  was  the  greatest  abuse  of 
time  that  had  yet  occurred.  He  gave  them  his 
advice  freely:  Im  did  rot  intend  lo  charge  them 
anything  for  it.  [A  ]ai?gh.]  There  were  some 
few  on  whom  tbe  responsibility  would  fall:  they 
could  gain  nothing  by  it  politically — tbey  could  not 
injure  the  Administration.  Tbey  might  butt  tbeir 
beads  against  it;  but  they  would  be  hkely  to  get 
their  brains  knocked  out,  if  ihey  had  any.  {A. 
laugh.]  When  he  acted  with  the  Whig  party,  be 
never  fought  with  shadowi^-he  had  sought  out 
the  substances,  and  comb&tted  them.  The  over- 
throw of  that  party  he  should  aitribme  to  his  hav- 
ing left  them.    [A  laugh.] 

He  knew  not  exactly  what  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  CdshimoI  intended  to  imimaie, 
in  the  declaration  made  by  him  to  ihe  House  a 
few  days  since;  but  he  knew  that  his  friend  had 
some  peculiarities  of  expression.  [Laogfajer.]  He 
wished  he  could  imitate  his  compresdsing  and  con- 
densing power  of  style;  for  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts could  put  into  one  sentence  what  other 
men  would  occupy  a  whole  ^eech  with.  But  was 
it  wonderful  that  he  should  have  said  that  persons 
connected  with  this  Administration  would  have 
something  to  say  in  the  next  presidential  election? 
Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  his  (Mr.  P.^)  tongue 
could  be  kept  still?  [Laughter.]  Did  they  sap- 
pose  that  Daniel  Webster  would  say  nothing?-^ 
that  man  whom  they  were  constantly  braying  at  as 
wolves  at  the  moon?  [Laughter.]  Did  they  sup- 
pose that  John  C.  Spencer  would  say  nothing?^- 
that  his  friends  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CcsRive] 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  himself,  as  well  as 
others,  would  say  nothing?  [Laughter]  They^^ 
be  could  assure  the  gentleman — were  accustomed 
to  have  something  to  say;  and  he  hoped  tbey  would 
not  be  denied  that  poor  privilege.  He  cared  not 
who  might  be  thtf  candidate,  nor  how  much  might 
be  said  about  political  consistency  or  inconsist- 
ency. 

He  then  went  into  a  series  of  reminiscences  of 
scenes  In  the  House  duting  the  late  campaign — 
the  callinir  of  the  previous  question— tbe  cour5e 
por&ned  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[VIr.  Pickens]  in  that  contest— the  remarks  make 
by  Messrs.  Vanderpcel  and  Diofngoole.  He 
next  proceeded  to  comment  upon  an  article  in  the 
November  nomber  of  the  Democratic  Review,  in 
which  the  exchequer  was  condemned, and  the  rc-es- 
tablishment  of  the  sub-treasury  recommended  with 
modifications.  This  writer  in  Ihe  Dfmocratic  Re- 
view, who  always  wrote  with  sense,  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  separate  vaoU  in  the  sub-trcssu- 
ry  for  private  dcposites;  certificatei  to  be  rold  at  a 
small  premium,  in  order  to  '*  accommodate  the 
people.*^  Hence,  he  drew  the  inference  thai  the 
exchequer,  in  its  essential  feature?,  was  popular 
with  the  DNemocratio  party. 
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Moeh  had  been  gaid  about  politieiil  ineonsist- 
eaejr  and  changes.  How  bad  th«  Whig  party 
got  into  power,  bat  bjr  constant  accessions  from 
the  Democratic  party  of  men  who  wers  badly 
treated,  or  dissatisfied?  The  Democratic  party 
were  coming  into  power;  bat  it  was  not  the  power 
they  wanted.  They  wonld  hare  a  majority  in  the 
next  Congress;  bat  they  would  die  on  congressional 
power*  an  less  they  eonld  get  some  executive  pow- 
er. [Langhter.]  How  coald  they  get  power,  an- 
Jess  from  changes?  They  would  not  reject  an  old 
farmer  who  had  come  up  to  vote  for  them,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  always  been  in  error  be- 
fore. Everything  intended  to  operate  on  public 
sentiment  was  to  produce  change..  What  else  but 
political  changes  had  produced  the  revolution  of 
$6,000  voles  in  Ohio,  14,000  in  Maine,  and  so  on 
in  other  Sutes?  It  was,  then,  idle  to  talk  about 
political  instability  and  inconsistency,  when  publ'c 
'sentiment  so  much  depended  on  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  fhoke  in  power. 

He  did  not  go  for  merging  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He,  however,  daim^  to  be  a  Republican 
Btmocrat,  and  alwayi  would  bm  The  ticket 
which  be  voted  had  Harrison  and  Tylef  on  ii,  and 
beaded  ''Democratic  Whig*'  ticket.  .  [Laughter.] 
But  many  of  those  who  supported  that  ticket  knew 
not,  until  it  got  in  power,  whether  it  was  Demo- 
cratic or  not. 

When  the  next  election  came,  though  he  did 
not  expect  to  get  a  Jefiersonian  Democrat  fully 
afler  his  own  heart,  yet  he  wonld  take  the  best  he 
conld  get.    [Laughter]    It  would  not  be  in  his 

fewer  to  go  out  and  cull  flowers  of  his  own  choosing, 
f  he  understood  the  wishes  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration, it  was  jdesirons  and  anxious  to  go  out  of 
power  with  a  good  name.  In  a  few  years,  most  of 
the  speeches  now  made  here  would  be  forgotten, 
and  with  them  would  h^ve  passed  away  the  excite- 
ment and  asperities  of  the  scenes  now  passisg 
aronnd  them.  Then,  the  country  would  look  to 
the  reeordi  for  the  mU  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion; and  he  believed  that  it  would  be  imperisha- 
bly  recorded  as  having  honorably  settled  every 
question  with  which  it  was  charged  when  it  came 
into  power  "without  a  party.**  Its  very  success 
wonld  arise  from  the  circumstance  of  its  haying 
BO  party.  Did  any  one  believe  that  the  treaty 
^th  England  could  have  passed  ihe  Senate,  bad 
the  President  been  posses&ed  of  the  support  of  a 
party  in  that  body?  Had  the  Democracy  been  in  a 
majority,  and  a  Whig  President,  ihey  wonld  have 
said,  "this  treaty  will  favor  our  opponents;  let  us 
reject  it.**  So,  also,  if  the  case  were  reversed.  But 
John  Tyler  held  the  executive  power;  and,  having 
Ao  party  in  the  Senate,  the  result  was  ^  to  9.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  thanked  God  that  sudi  a  sute  of  facts 
existed  as  a  President  without  a  party.  Upon  this 
he  predicated  his  prophecy  that  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion would  be  settled  by  this  Administration;  the 
Mexican  claims  settled;  and  many  other  public 
questions,  which  had  long  agitated  the  public  mind, 
brought  to  a  close.  All  he  asked  was,  that  gentle- 
men would  not  fortrstall  questions  of  public  policy. 
Keep  still,  and,  his  word  for  it,  the  Administration 
wonld  come  out  in  triumph. 

Heconoludedby  declariog  it  as  bis  conviction 
that  it  was  the  doty  of  all  those  who  were  in  favor 
of  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt ^aw,  to  come  op 
and  so  vote,  instead  of  giving  to  the  country  the 
idea  that  Congress  could  not  pass  a  single  measure 
of  importance  without  incessant  cavil. 

Mr.  GORDON  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to  a  motion  for  an  adjournment. 

Th*  House  then  adjourned,  at  a  quarter  past  3 
o'clock. 


IN  SENATE. 

THtJRSDiT,  January  5,  1843. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
William  De  Pnyster,  now  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  but  lately  of  the  Territory  of  Florids,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  a  certain  slave  taken  into  the 
aervioe  of  the  United  Stales  by  the  commanding 
officer  in  Florida,  and  sent  to  Arkansas  with  the 
emigrating  Seminoles:  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Ihe  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade,  signed  by  the 


president  and  secretary,  in  favor  of  the  warehous- 
ing system;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  was,  in 
connexion  with  three  memorials  upon  the  same 
subject  heretofore  presented  by  him  and  laid  on 
the  table,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memorials 
from  New  York^  remonstrating  against  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  referred  to  the  Jn- 
.  diciary  Committee. 

OBSTRUCTIONS    IN    THE   MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  numerously  signed,  asking  Con- 
gress to  adopt  an  efficient  system,  and  to  appropri- 
ate means,  to  remove  the  snags  aad  other  obstrao* 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  McR.  remarked  that  the  memorial  contain- 
ed some  specific  information  in  rrgard  to  the  losses 
of  boats  and  property,  at  places  called  the  *^Grave- 
yard"  and  **Goose  island,*'  in  the  Mississippi  riv- 
er, and  both  of  which  places  were  within  the  lim- 
its of  Illinois — losces  which  bad  occurred  within  a 
few  months  past,  and  which,  from  their  magnitude, 
presented  a  subject  for  the  gravest  consideration. 
The  losses  at  those  places  and  others  on  the  river 
include  the  following  list  of  boats: 

I.  The  Mentor,  sunk  at  Gooee  island — boat  and 
cargo  a  total  loss. 

3.  The  New  Orleans,  sunk  at  Gbose  island — 
boat  and  cargo  a  total  loss. 

3.  Ttie  Pre-emption,  sunk  at  Gooae  inland — the 
boat  a  total  loss,  and  most  of  the  oarao. 

4.  The  Robert  T.  Lytic,  sunk  at  Goose  island.— 
the  boat  since  raised;  the  cargo  lost. 

5.  The  Eliza,  sunk  at  Goose  island — boat  and 
cargo,  and  thirty  lives  lost. 

6.  The  Fort  Pitt,  sunk  near  Goose  island — boat 
a  total  loss,  and  part  of  the  cargo. 

7.  The  Louisville,  (which  was  used  as  a  lighter 
to  the  Eclipse,)  lost  near  ibe  mouth  of  the  Oluo — 
boat  total  loss,  and  part  of  the  cargo. 

d.  The  Osage  Valley,  sunk  at  same  place  as  the 
Louisville — boat  a  total  loss,  and  part  of  the  cargo. 

9.  The  John  Perry,  sunk  at  island  14,  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio — boat  and  cargo  total  loss,  with 
the  exception  of  the  machinery. 

10.  The  Louisa,  sunk  between  St.  Louis  and  the 
month  of  the  Ohio — whether  she  would  be  a  total 
los9,  is  not  stated. 

II.  The  North  Alabama,  snagged  and  sunk  near 
Natchez,  said  to  have  been  loaded  with  cotton — a 
total  loss. 

12.  The  Glaucus,  sunk  above  St.  Louis,  on  her 
way  to  Galena — boat  and  cargo  a  total  loss. 

13,  14,  and  15.  Tae  Winchester,  the  Fair  Play, 
and  the  Liwrence,  lost  in  the  Ohio,  above  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Mi'^sissippi. 

16  The  iron  steamer  Valley  Forge,  snagged  and 
sunk  at  the  *'Graveyard^*  or  Goose  island. 

In  addition  to  this  list  are  to  be  added  the  Transit, 
dueen  of  the  Wes',  Vickj^burg,  General  Pratt, 
Neptune,  Lebanon,  and  Corvette;  besides  others, 
the  nimes  of  which  are  not  stated  in  this  memo- 
rial. 

In  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  it  is 
stated  that,  in  less  than  five  weeks  during  the  last 
fall,  boats  and  property  were  lost  between  St. 
Louis  and  Cairo,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
thirtjr-four  thousand  dollars. 

The  looses,  since  the  period  referred  to,  and 
those  at  other  places  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and 
Red  rivers,  would,  in  all  probability,  swell  the 
sum  to  half  a  million — and  this  in  a  period  of  less 
than  six  months.  The  magnitude  of  the  losses 
has  become  alarming,  and  has  seriously  affeced 
the  value  of  steamboat  properly. 

Mr.  McR.  said  that,  according  to  a  statement 
recently  published,  it  appeared  that  there  were 
about  one  hHudred  steamboats  regularly  employed 
in  the  trade  of  the  Mississippi  as  high  up  as  St. 
Louis  and  Alton;  and  tbat,of  this  number,  twenty- 
three  were  lost  in  1641,  and  nearly  as  many  have 
been  lost  in  the  same  trade  the  present  year.  He 
said  the  appropriations  made  at  the  la<t  session 
had  enabled  the  department  to  put  some  of  the 
snag-boats  in  repair,  and  to  commence  operation*; 
but  that  much  more  means  were  required,  and 
the  establishment  of  an  efficient  system  to  aObr^j 


"protection  to  the  commerce  upon  our  great  Western 
rivers. 

He  believed  that,  in  the  adoption  of  the  system, 
and  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  the  experienced 
eaptatntqfsteamkoate  were  the  men  who  would  best 
accomplish  it.  The  practical  knowledge  which 
they  possess'  of  the  river,  aad  which  they  have 
acquired  by  years  of  experience,  and  their  intre- 
pidity of  character,  render  them  better  qualified 
than  any  other  class  ef  men.  He  would  prefer  to 
see  them  employed;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  he 
hoped  an  ample  appropriation  would  be  made; 
and  that,  at  all  practicable  seasons  of  the  year,  the 
work  would  be  vigorously  prorecuted. 

The  petition  was,  on  his  motion,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House '  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ihe 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  armed  brig  War- 
rior, and  their  legal  representatives,*'  made  a  report 
recommendlDg  that  the  bill  do  not  pass;  which  re^ 
port  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  la.,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Moreland,  William  M. 
Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and  Mason  E. 
Lewis. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Scott 
county,  Arkansas,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for 
the  county  seat  of  said  county,  reported  that  the 
object  of  the  petition  was  provided  for  in  the  gen- 
eral law,  and  a&ked  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged; which  vas  done. 

Also,  reported  back  frpm  the  same  committee, 
with  an  amendment,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Le- 
gislatures of  Illinois,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Tennessee  to  sell  the  school  lands  heretofore  ap- 
propriated fur  the  use  of  schools  in  those  States. 

Also,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  school  lands  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  to  legalize  such  sales  as  have 
been  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
recommending  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed; 
the  bill  immediately  preceding  having  been  ao 
amended  by  the  committee  as  to  embrace  the  ob- 
jects of  this  bill. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back  without  amendment,  and  with  a  ree- 
ommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  foUowiag  bills 
from  the  House,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lionberger. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson  and 
James  Carter;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  ai^ers^ly  on  the  claim 
of  George  Burke,  for  bounty  land  for  revolution- 
ary services;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  submitted 

by  Mr.  Bochinan,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  viz: 

Re^olred^  That  ttie  Secretary  of  che  Treaaury  be  directed  to 
communicate  lo  the  Senate  any  report  which  may  have  tMto 
made  to  him,  or  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  United 
States  attorney  foi  the  eastern  Jidirictof  Penii8ylrania,inrela. 
tion  to  the  cloth  caees,  recently  tried  in  that  district,  involTinf 
forfeitures  consequent  upon  the  violation  of  the  rerenue  laws. 

The  followina  resolution,  heretofore  submitted 
by  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  was  taken  up  and  adop- 
ted, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  l»e  directed  to 
report  to  the  Benate,  in  as  couClse  a  form  as  may  l>e  practi* 
cable: 

1.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  cloecof  the  war  o/ 
the  Revolution,  and  the  amount  pal'l  by  the  Federal  Oorern. 
ment  for  the  ioaivklual  states,  fur  the  ezpendiiurea  incurred  in 
that  war. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  clom  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  the  amount  of  the  public  det>i  at  the 
close  of  each  Administration  of  the  Federal  Government. 

3.  The  amount  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  cloaeofoach 
Administration. 

4.  The  ero«9  amount  ofthe  receipts  of  each  Admtnlstratioa— 
distinf^uishing  between  the  receipts  from  imports,  pubHc  lands, 
and  other  sourcte. 

6.  The  gross  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  each  Admtaiit* 
tration— distinguishing  iMtween  tne  amount  paid  in  discbaige 
ofthe  public  deht,  and  for  other  puiposes.    ' 

6.  The  amount  deposited  with  the  States,  severalty. 

7.  The  gross  amount  of  continental  paper  money  issiied  by 
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H^Wbat  natioQa  have  funded  their  public  debt,  or  the  debui 
efaMir  dtlBena,  under tbe  orifiDalpar  Talae  thereof,'  or  at  a 
diminlahed  rate  of  intereat,  vM  the  termaof  euch  funding. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  tbe  following  resola- 
tkm: 


JUtohed,  That  the  SecreUrj  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
''^mmuiiicace  to  tbe^enataa  report  of  tbe  exports  and  im* 
of  gold  and  atlver  coin  and  bullion,  annually,  from  the 


Mr.  WOODBURY  saggested  to  the  moTer  of 
tbe  reeolation  the  propriety  of  so  modifying  it  as  to 
distingnieh  between  tbe  exports  and  imports  of 
foreign  mnd  domestie  coin.  Tbe  resolution  only 
ealb  for  the  exports  and  imports  of  gold  and 
silTer  coin,  witbont  regard  to  wbetber  foreign  or 
domestic.  Tbe  Senate  might  not  be  aware  of  it, 
bat  there  was  at  least  |9,000,000  of  domestie  coin 
exported  annually. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  accordance  with  the  sug- 
gestion, modified  his  resolntion  by  adding,  at  the 
end  thereof,  tbe  words  "distingnisbiog  between 
foreign  and  domestic  coin.'*    It  was  then  adopted. 

CAROLINE  AFFAIR. 

Tbe  resolation  introdnced  by  Mr.  Rivbs  on  yes- 
terday, oaHiog  apon  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  eommnnicate  to  the  Senate,  (if  not  inoom- 
patible  with  the  poblic  interest,)  all  tbe  correspond- 
ence between  tbe  American  Blinister  at  London 
aad  otbere,  In  relation  to  tbe  destmction  of  tbe 
GaroUae,  was  taken  op  for  consideration. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  it  was  proper,  perhaps,  to  say 
a  single  word  as  to  tbe  pacticnlar  object  he  bad  in 
Tiew  in  presenting  tbe  resolntion.  ft  was  in  the 
reeoUectkm  of  the  Senate,  that  a  great  deal  of  cor- 
lespoadeiiee,  toncbing  this  subject,  of  a  very  im- 
portant character,  was  before  this  body,  in  secret 
session.  In  several  of  the  published  speedies  on 
Ibis  treaty,  partial  extracts  had  been  made  from 
that  correspondence.  As  a  matter  of  jnstioe  to  all 
concerned,  it  was  due  that  the  whole  correspond- 
ence should  be  communicated,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  judged  by  partial  extracts  therefrom-  In 
all  candor  and  fairness  towards  those  concerned,  it 
was  due  that  it  should  be  published  entire;  and  be 
saw  no  reason  why  the  whole  should  not  be  com- 
municated to  tbe  Senate,  for  that  purpose. 

Tbe  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Tbe  following  resolution,  introdnced  by  Mr. 
Biaaow,  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed 
to,  Tiz: 

iSaaofoad;  That  tbe  Seereury  of  the  Navy  be  dtrected  to 
eomoumkate  to  tbe  Senate  the  eTideoce  in  hie  poweeeton 
ahowinf  that  depredations  of  a  most  ruinoua  kind  are  being 
daRT  comflBltted  on  the  navj  timber  frowing  on  tbe  public 
landi;  and  that  our  own  people  are  daily  aelline  to  our  Oovem- 
maQt  U^a-oak  timber,  which  they  take  from  the  public  lande; 
and  alao  aneh  proof  as  may  be  in  his  poaaeaaton  tending  to 
iiM>w  that  any  foreign  Oovemment  has,  by  contracta  with  any 
of  our  citisena,  obtained  soppliea  of  live  oak,  cot  from  the  pub* 
Vc  land;  and,  alao,  Inform  the  Senate  what  additional  grants  of 
power  and  means  to  the  ofllcen  of  GoTernment  are^  in  his 
opinlOD^  Bflceeaary  to  complete  the  preaenration,  for  national 
naea,  of  tlie  lire-oak  timbererowingon  the  public  laiuis  in  the 
State  of  Lotiiaiana  and  the  Territory  of  Floiida. 

BU>U8e  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  act  es- 
tablishing a  district  court  at  Wheeling,  Va.,'*  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Commit- 


The  bill  declaring  tbe  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  impose  a  tax  on  all  lands  sold 
in  that  State  from  and  after  tbe  time  of  such  sale, 
was  read  tbe  second  time. 

THB  BRITISH  TRBATY  AZiD  THE  [RED 

UNES. 

Mr.  WALKER  rose  and  obserTed  that,  before 
die  morning  hour  passed  away,  be  desired  to  make 
a  brief  statement  in  relation  to  a  matter  which  bt 
understood  tbe  attention  of  the  Senate  was  called 
to  yesterday;  and,  during  the  discussion  of  which, 
be  bad  been  appealed  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ghiia,  [Mr.  Rirxs,]  as  to  a  conversation  which  he 
bad  bad  with  him  on  his  arrival  at  the  beginning 
of  tbe  present  session.  He  alluded  to  tbe  subject 
of  the  maps  brought  forward  last  session,  in  secret 
session,  while  tbe  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain  was 
under  discussion;  one  of  which  maps  was  referred 
go  by  ifae  Senator  from  YirginiSi  [Mr.  Riybs,]  and 


tbe  other  by  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bsir* 
T  N  ]  He  understood  that  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
gioia,  yesterday,  in  connexion  wiib  the  re- 
marks which  he  had  made,  referred  to  him  (Mr. 
Walker)  as  entertaining,  on  one  po^t  of  die 
controversy  between  him  and  tbe  Senator  from 
Missouri,  concuneni  recollections  and  impressions 
of  what  occurred  at  tbe  time  of  the  discussion  in 
secret  session  partlciilaily  referred  to  by  the  latter 
Senator.  That  point  was  in  relation  to  the  object 
and  purpose  for  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
introduced  the  old  French  map  of  1784,  fVom  Mr. 
Jefferson's  collection  in  tbe  library  of  Congress. 
The  Senator  from  Virginia,  he  understood,  refer- 
red to  a  conversation  ■&  him  lately  in  confirma- 
tion of  this.  Tbe  conversation  alluded  to,  he  re- 
collected, occurred  tbe  day  after  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate.  His  friend  from  Virginia  asked  him 
if  be  bad  seen  tbe  printed  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  treaty.  He 
replied  that  he  had  not.  He  then  asked  if  be  (Mr. 
W.)  bad,  at  tbe  time  of  the  discusaion,  understood 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  as  introducing  the  old 
French  map  of  1784,  ttom  Mr.  Jefferson's  collec- 
tion in  the  library,  with  a>  view  of  rebutting  the 
map  refened  to  by  Mr.  Sparks,  on  the  supposition 
of  Its  being  Dr.  Franklin's  map,  which  indicated 
by  a  red  line  tbe  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States.  He  (Mr.  W.)  replied  that  be  did 
understand  tbe  Senator  Arom  Missouri  as  intro- 
ducing the  old  French  map,  with  tbe  view  of  re- 
butting tbe  statement  of  Mr.  Sparks,  that  the  line 
marked  on  tbe  map  found  by  him  in  the  archives  of 
tbe  foreign  department  in  France,  was  made  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  ^ 

The  Senator  flrom  Virginia  also  asked  him 
(Mr.  W.)  if  be  recollected  whether,  at  the  time  of 
the  discn^ion  on  that  point,  his  impression  was 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  or  had  not  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  tbe  object  and  purpose  for  which 
he  produced  the  old  French  map;  and,  as  well  as 
he  (Mr.  W.)  recollected,  be  replied  that  it  was  bis 
impression  that  tbe  old  French  map  proved  noth- 
ing: that,  standing  by  itself,  if  it  proved  anything 
at  all,  it  would  be  rather  more  unfavorable  to  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  than  an]rthing  else. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  reiterated  to  the  Senator  what  be 
had  during  the  discussion  in  secret  sesion  repeated- 
ly asserted — that  the  map  referred  to  by  &lr.  Sparks 
never  did  belong  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  most  prob- 
ably never  had  been  seen  by  him.  Now,  as  re- 
gards the  object  or  purpose  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  introduced  the  old  French  map,  aU 
he  could  do  was  merely  to  give  his  opinion,  and  to 
state  the  impressions  left  on  bis  mind  by  what  oc- 
curred at  the  time.  And,  first,  with  regard  to  the 
dispute  as  to  tbe  time  tbe  Senator  introduced  the 
map,  be  should  say  that  it  was  bis  opinion,  that 
when  the  subject  of  Mr.  Spark's  communication 
was  mentioned  by  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  produced  this  map,  to  rebut 
the  statement  of  Mr.  siparks,  and  most  especially 
the  presumption  that  tbe  red  line  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Sparks  was  made  by  Dr.  Franklin.  The  Senator 
from  Missouri  pointed  to  tbe  red  line  on  the  French 
map,  to  show  that  the  same  line  was  marbed  on 
other  maps  besides  that  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Sparks. 
That  line,  in  fact,  was  on  all  the  old  French  maps, 
and  indicated  merely  the  boundary  of  Canada 
claimed  by  tbe  French  when  it  was  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  not  only  produced  it  for  that 
purpose,  but  to  show  that  the  great  secret  was  no 
secret  at  all;  and  I  proclaimed  the  ''broad,  strong 
red  line"  aloud  from  my  seat. 

Mr.  WALKER  resumed.  He  thought  that  the 
Senator  not  only  proclaimed  it  tloud,  but,  in  an 
emphatic  manner,  used  tbe  expression  *<bere  is  the 
bloody  red  mark.'*  He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  think  ihe 
old  French  map  of  1784  sustained  tbe  presump- 
tion-tbattbe  red  mark  on  the  map  found  by  Mr. 
Sparks  was  either  made  by  Dr.  Franklin,  or  in- 
tended to  indicate  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  tbe  British  territory. 

There  were  reasons,  probably  well  known  to 
the  Senate,  why  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  have  bis 
attention  arrested  by  any  mention  of  the  name  of 
Dr.  Franklin.  When,  therefore,  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  doriog  tbe  discussion  in  secret  session, 


bad  introduced  the  subject  Of  Mr.  Sparte'd  com- 
monicaiion,  the  moment  tbe  name  of  that  dif*tin- 
guisbed  patriot  was  mentioned*,  bis  (Mr.  W.'^^) 
attention  was  aroused.  As  soon  as  an  opportunity 
was  afforded,  be  rose  and  stated  that  it  was  not 
his  purpose  to  make  a  speech;  but  that  he  had 
risen  with  a  view  of  entering  bis  protest  against 
the  infereAce  that  the  map  found  by  Mr.  Spaiks 
was,  the  one  referred  to  I'v- D*r^  Franklin's  note 
quoted  by  him.  He  then-  Y^k  the  ground  that  it 
could  not  be  the  marked  -bdondary  made  by  Dr. 
Franklin;  and  sustained  this  position  by  reference 
to  the  treaty  which  Dr.  Franklin  had  drawn  up 
himself  but  a  few  days  previous.  He  even  pointed 
out  to  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia  tbe  impofsibiGty 
of  reconciling  that  red  line  with  the  descripQon  of 
the  boundary  line  given  in  the  treaty  drawn  np 
by  Dr.  FrankliQ,  and  which  be- must  have  referred 
to  in  the  note  quoted  by  Mr.  Sparks.  The  red  line 
on  the  map  did  not  run  one  inch  to  the  north,  and 
therefore  could  not  answer  to  the  description  of 
the  boundary  line  given  by  Dr.  Franklin.  His 
friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rivas]  seemed  particu- 
larly struck  with  this  view  of  the  matter.  He  rose 
in  his  place,  and  doubted  that  such  could  t>e  the 
case;  but  be  (Mr.  W.)  showed  hira  that  it  was,  and 
immediately  demonstrated  to  him  that  the  red  line 
did  not  run  oue  solitary  inch  to  the  north,  bat  took 
its  course  due  east.  Now,  it  was  very  well  known 
that  Dr.  Franklin's  great  anxiety  was  to  extend  tbe 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States  as  far  north  as 
it  was  possible  to  extend  it.  How,  then,  could  it 
be  reconciled  to  this  well-established  fact,  that,  in- 
stead of  keeping  up  to  tbe  words  of  tbe  treaty,  be 
ilhould  so  far  sacrifice  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  as  to  draw  a  line  on  the  map  which  did  not 
run  noitb  at  all,  but  ran  due  east?  It  was  not  rec- 
oncilable with  nis  solicitude  for  the  northern  exten- 
sion of  his  native  State,  and  his  anxiety  to  procure 
all  he  coukl  for  his  country,  that  be  should  mark 
out  such  a  boundary  as  that  supposed  by  Mr. 
Sparks  to  be  his.  On  comparing  the  wording  of  tbe 
treaty  drathi  up  by  Dr.  Franklin,  with  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1774  designating  the  boundary  line  of 
Canada,  it  would  be  found  that  he  must  have  had  of 
that  act  of  ParUanient  before  him,  aad  that  he 
literally  copied  from  it  the  description  of  the  bound- 
ary line,  agreeing  in  every  particular  except  the 
last  word. 

Here  Mr.  W.  quoted  both  the  act  and  the  treaty, 
and  commented  on  the  subject  of  the  true  bound- 
ary line  intended,  for  some  time. 

He  insisted  that  tbe  French  maps  in  use  at  the 
time  all  followed  the  boundaries  Axed  by  maps 
made  40  years  before  that  date,  when  Canada  be- 
longed to  the  French,  and  when  France  maintained 
her  right  to  the  territory  north  of  that  red  line.  It 
was  a  mark  merely  indicating  on  a  French  map  tbe 
French  claim  of  boundary.  In  renewing  those 
maps,  no  regard  was  paid  to  errors  committed  ii^ 
the  old  maps.  It  was  not  at  all  probable  that  Dr. 
Franklin  would  take  one  of  those  old  erroneous 
French  maps  upon  which  to  draw  the  line  of 
boundary  intended  by  him  in  tbe  wording  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  more  consistent  with  all  tbe  cir- 
cumstsnces  of  the  occasion  that  he  should  take  the 
best  English  map  of  the  day,  and  mark  it  with  the 
line  referred  to  in  his  note  quoted  by  Mr.  Sparks. 
There  was  not  one  particle  of  evidence  to  be  ad- 
duced froo^  the  circumstance  that  the  map  found 
by  Mr.  Sparks  in  Paris  had  a  broad,  strong  red 
line,  indicating  some  boundary  of  Canada,  was  tbe 
map  marked  by  Dr.  Franklin;  because  every 
French  map  of  the  day  bad  tbe  same  red  line  on  it* 
Nothing  could  be  more  common  than  it  was  for 
maps  to  have  such  red  lines.  They  proved  noth- 
ing in  such  a  case  as  this. 

Mr.  W.,  after  a  few  more  remarks,  concluded, 
reiterating  bis  impressions  as  to  the  object  and  pur- 
pose with  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  .intro- 
duced the  old  French  map  from  Mr.  Jefferson^ 
collection. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  be  recollected  perfectly  well 
tbe  drciimstanees  referred  to;  and  be  could  say 
that  what  had  been  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  regarding  the  purpose  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Missouri  in  producing  the  map,  conformed 
exactly  with  tbe  recollection  be  bad  of  what  oc- 
curred* 
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leel«d  ib«i  Ibis  *m  ibe  gici  of  ih«  whole  mtiw. 
And,  until  he  hrard  [he  rcmarlra  of  the  Scnniiir 
bom  Ohio,  [ttr.  TxPFAN,]  be  bad  sappostd  ihal 
iha  whole  Senaie  Bgiecd  with  him  in  i he  opinion 
ibat  ii  was  for  ihe  purpose  of  coniradictiog  and  id- 
validiUog  Ihe  map  already  in  th«  possrisioD  of  iha 
SeiBie.  ]i  appeared,  bowerrr,  accordiDtr  lo  ihe 
aUMmenl  dow  made  bf  ihe  Senaiot  from  Mis- 
toori,  that  it  bad  been  produced  b;  blm,  not 
for  ibe  pDrpOM  of  coniradietin^  and  invaUdaling 
Ihe  oiber,  bat  for  ibe  parpoie  of  cbowiDg  that  the 
nap  was  em  scGret;  ihat  it  had  be«n  prodnced  long 
brfori;  thai  Ihere  had  be*Q  no  new  di^wvery. 
What  waa  i(  the  Seoalor  from  MiNsig^ippi  said  was 
hii  impression  as  to  the  object  of  theSenaloi  from 
Hisaonri  in  prodaaiDK  the  mapl  Did  he  not  say, 
as  wax  laid  bf  bun,  (Mr.  Birat,)  jesierday,  that 
its  prodactioo  was  not  lo  proTe  there  was  no  se crel 
ia  the  malter,  bal  10  invalidate  and  lebat  ihe  in- 
tbority  ol  iheone  prodaeed  as  the  map  of  D>>ci6r 
Franklin.  He  (Ur.  Bivu)  was  far  from  sajini; 
thai  be  might  not  have  been  led  into  error,  as  well 
aa  other  membaie  of  Ihal  bodyj  bnt  he  certainly 
Itaonght  he  might  claim,  at  ihe  bands  of  the  Sen- 
.«!•,  the  acknowledgmenl,  in  bia  jntlificatiob,  thai, 
if  be  bad  been  led  into  error,  it  was  an  error  com- 
moa  10  atmosl  the  wbole  of  the  body. 

Tbe  complaint  of  the  Senator  from  Misionri 
seemed  lo  be,  (bat  he  (Ur.  Bith)  bad  staled  the 
prodDCiioDof  ibe  map  by  ihe  Senator  (o  have  been 
for  the'  parpose  of  inTslidating,  fataifying,  and 
conlradietiBg  the  other.  TbJs  was  ihe  wboie  qneE- 
tion.  And,  tbooth  be  (Mr.  B.}  wonjd,  when  tbe 
boDorable  Senator  from  Uissomi  assured  ibem  that 
such  was  not  his  object,  be  very  ntiwillitig  to  as- 
«Ert  the  oonirtry;  ypi  be  felt  it  due  lo  himself,  and 
tojfaf  Senate,  10  say  ibat  sacb  was  bis  impressioD, 
and,  be  beliaved,  ihe  inprenioD  of  a  large  majoii- 
ly  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  Iron  Hissourj  now  said  thai  bisob- 
jeei  waa  not  to  falsify  and  jnTalidaie  ibe  map  of 
Or.  Franklin.  Bai  what  did  the  Senator  from 
Misaisiippi  sayl  He  said  the  object  of  the  Sena- 
tor frum  Missouri,  aceordin^  to  his  iniptession, 
Wat  to  rrbai  and  falsify  the  map  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

He  (Ur.  R.)  felt  it  was  due  10  himself  10  en- 
ter a  liule  into  Ihese  eircamslaneea,  10  show  how 
nalnral  it  was  foi  bim  add  other  Senalors  lo  enler- 
lain  Ibe  iaipresnon  which  ha  did.  Why  should  so 
•mneii  sirecs  bate  been  laid  on  ibe  map  coming 
from  Mr.  JeOerson'd  oolleeiion?  Why  the  remark 
of  Ihe  Senator,  caderraling  the  red  line — thai  any 
liiile  school  miss  might  ba*e  traced  ill  Why  the 
insinuation  thai  the  mioroseo  pic-do  tied  line  was 
Ihe  (me  hoandary,  and  noi  the  bread  red  one} 
Surely  he  could  not  have  mistaken  the  object  of 
(be  honorable  Senator.  He  had  been  assured  by 
several  Senaiors  that  tbey  bad  a  di&tinct  recollec 
(ion  of  the  circnmstances,  and  ihal  tbey  agreed 
wiih  him  in  the  opinion  he  had  exprmed;  and 
when,  therefore,  h«  found  bimse If  arraigned  upon 
(bat  Iloor  for  mitaiDg  a  slaiemenl  not  juttilied  by 
Ibe  occurrence,  he  felt  ht  had  ■  right  to  stand  apon 
bis  jnstificalion,  and  lo  say,  that  if  thrre  had  been  a 
mistake,  it  was  nol  bis  fan]',  bat  was  owmi;,  prr- 
baps,  to  tbe  precipitate  manner  in  which  the  wbotp 
matter  had  gone  on.  All  he  bad  lu  sar  wa*,  if 
there  had  been  a  niisappTtbeQ»ion,  it  was  a  Qiinip. 
preheDiiot)  that  was  nainral,  nndtr  ih<  circnm- 
staneet.  Tbe  Senator  from  Missonti  was  gener- 
ally very  disiincl  in  stating  his  views  and  opinion.': 
upon  as?  snbject;  and  he  (Mr,  R.)  was  ibe 
more  confirmed  in  Ihe  opinion  ibat  be  could  pel 
have  been  mistaken  oa  (his  cecaaiun,  from  ibe  cir- 
CDm^iance  ibat  atvptal  Ssnaiots  bad  to^lecte^^ 
■bom  bim  10  examine  ihe  two  map*;  and  they  ba< 
all  pronounced  that,  instead  of  lbs  une  being  h 
coniradiclion  of  the  other,  it  was  prrciiely  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  Ibat  he  was  not  10  bp 
dragged  away  from  ihr  qaestioD  o(  fact  by  any 
iaane  as  10  opioioi'S  or  inferences.  He  would  oil 
iujt  to  Ihe  simple  queiiioQ  of  fad.    Yesterday  h- 


bad  confined  himself  to  Ihe  uiatemeoi  made  by  the 
Senatur  in  bis  piinied  speech.  He  would  do  so 
now.  He  should  noi  be  driven  from  Ibal  by  any 
diTersioB  of  Ihe  qaestion  to  opinions.  He  would 
again  read  ihe  Senator's  own  words.  They  were 
in  his  prinied  speech: 

'Tl»  BcnatH  who  produml  ll!Ihe  map)  CDHliJ  Ke  nolliing 
buiitumicnucoj^iloiimi  jjne  ninoiagoffin  »  DOrUwaiiijclj 

or  the  rniwd  Bulta  according  loitielrMij  of  peata,  and  cuin- 
rUini,  niBiuul<nor1(iiieilT,  willi  ttie  twundar*  mud  on  ilie 
map  or  Hr.  Simrka." 

N(  w  ihr  poini  be  made  yesterday,  and  10  which 
be  would  confine  him^ielf  to  day,  was,  that  the 
fact  was  not  as  staled  in  tbe  paesage  just  read. 
He  aiserted  ihat  the  (m  wai  not  so,  in  ih) 
^.rasence  of  feriy-eight  Senators.  In  the  pres- 
enee  of  these  fariy-eighl  Senators,  hii  siatcaent 
was,  Ihal  the  facts  were  not  a«  represented  in 
Ihu'c  word^;  thai  hi  eevU  tse  wmelhing  else 
besides  Ihe  "microscopic  dolled  line;"  that  be  did 
see  somelhing  else — that  he  saw  the  broad  "siiong 
red  tine"  before  any  other  Senator  saw  it  on  that 
occasion,  and  that  it  did  nef  require  "other  eyes" 
(0  be  "applied"  10  the  map  lo  discover  ibat  broad 
"sirong  red  line,"  to  have  it  made  known  10  the 
Senate  (ha(  it  waj  in  eiislence.  Wha[  he  BSEer(ed 
was,  that  ibere  was  no  necessity  for  "other  eyes" 
lo  make  Ihal  discovery;  for  the  moment  tbe  snbjecl 
of  Mr.  Sparks'*  secret  waa  divolged,  he  (Mr. 
BmiTDii)  proclaimed  aloud  Ifaai  "here  waa  tbe  very 
same  Tti  line."  Here,  Ibea,  was  the  gaestion  of 
facL  ll  lay  between  the  asRcrtion  of  the  primed 
speech  he  had  quoted,  and  bis  own  assecttoa 
now  and  yesterday  in  Ihe  face  of  the  whole 
Senate;  and  Ihat  assertion  was,  thai  he  did  see 
someihing  else  beaides  the  microscopic  doited 
line — that,  instead  of  anything  like  concealing  or 
not  knowing  of  ibe  broad  "sirong  red  linn,"  he 
proclaimed  it  aloud;  and  that  hia  proclima'ion  of 
it  was  tbe  first  announcement  to  (be  Senate  of  Ihe 
line  on  ihia  map  corresponditig  wiih  tbe  line  al- 
luded to  by  Ur.  Sparks.  The  first  intimation  to 
Ihe  Senate  of  tbe  eiiiteueeof  that  line  ott  ihii  map 
was  made  by  him  to  the  Senaie-F^nd  ihat  loudly, 
so  Ihat  every  one  coald  hear  it.  The  flial  inti- 
mation did  not  come  from  any  otber  person.  He 
had  stated  this  yesterday.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia did  nol  then  reply  to  this  assertion.  He  took 
IveniF-fonr  hours  tocon-iler  ihe  matter,  and  now 
he  came  forward  with  opinions  and  inferences  to 
answer  facts.  His  (Ur.  B.'s)  assertions  were  of 
facts,  and  nolbing  but  facta.  He  was  met  witb 
nothing  but  assertions  af  opinion  aud  inferences, 

Mr.  RIVBS  said  the  eonirovtrBy  between  him 
and  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was,  as  the  Senator 
slated,  as  10  a  question  of  fact;  and  he  did  not 
mean,  any  more  iban  the  Seoalor,  that  the  alien, 
tion  of  the  Senate  should  be  diverted  from  wbal 
was  the  tiue  and  material  qnesiion  of  fact 
between  ibem,  by  any  Fpecia]  pleading.  That 
qocGlion  was — for  what  purpose  did  tbe  Senator 
Troui  Mi^ouri  produce  the  map  from  Ur.  Je^er- 
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WB1  to  prove  ibnl  Mr.  Sparks>s  map  tvas  ne  teerti, 
by  prodncing  a  maptrom  Mr.  Jefferson's  colleetion 
corresponding  wlih  it.  Oil  the  ccn'rary,  I  as- 
serted, as  I  believed.  Ihat  Ihe  Senator  producod 
the  map  from  Mr-  Jefier«rn's  colleclion  to  con- 
lradic(  and  falsify  Mr.  Sparka'j  map,  by  ei 
hibtiing  uneof  sDpeiior  autbanticily,  which  besop< 
po:e>(  lo  conflicl  wiih  it;  but  which,  when  eiamin- 
edi'lumed  eul  to  sus'aiu  it  by  a  moat  remarkable 
C'lincideaci'.  Having  always  en[>posed  that  Ihit 
was  the  real  object  of  Ihe  Senator  liom  ML'^ruii, 
in  Ihe  piodudiuri  of  the  map  from  Mr.  Jrfi'cr^cn'i 
collection,  in  which  he  had  signally  failed  In  the 
view  of  ibe  whole  Senate  at  Ibe  time,  1  fell  and 
eipresscd  great  i^nrprise,  as  mentioned  by  ilie  Stn- 
ai<r  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker,]  that,  in  ihe 
printed  speech  of  ihc  Senator  frum  Mtsxouri,  a  dif- 
feieni  tiirn  bad  been  given  to  the  aflair;  and  it 
there  seemed  as  if  tbe  iole  object  of  tbe  Senalor, 
in  pi;»lucing  the  map  from  Ur.  Jtffei.^on'a  ei  llec- 
tion,  wa«  to  show  thai  Mr.  Sparki's  map  was  no 
secret,  and  Ihal  oneeiaetlr  like  it  had  tongeiisi- 
ed  in  the  public  Library  of  CongreM?  Now,  »ir, 
this  WIS  all  new  tu  me,  and  1  suppoteJ  11  lo  be  so 
lo  Ibe  Senate.     This,  then,  i^  the  oaly  mateiial 


point  al  issue.  The  Senator  from  MissoBii,  bow- 
ever,  choose:  10  tikt  out  a  ^oliiary  sentence  from 
my  speech,  separating  ii  entirely  from  (be  eonteii, 
and  imiislN  upon  reading,  in  a  literal  sense.a  fignt- 
alive  eipreasion  relative  to  a  subordinate  and  iiD- 
malerial  circumstance.  I  will  recite  (he  whole 
paragraph,  as  it  (lands  in  the  apeech,  10  tke 
eenaiei 
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buttlr  TJntiledoIudliii^wABinlendedlo  iBpmentUiB  lloittavf 
the  Uniied  Suisa  according  (u  the  mat;  ai-oetce,  iacimctualf*. 
\j  atiuwri  bj  llic  clrcunwanco,  thai  Ilia  red  line  11  drawn  on  lilt 


btmndArj  of 
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Now,  air,  what  is  the  plain  gist  and  substance 
of  Ibis  paraeraph}  Why,  (bal  ibe  Senator  bad, 
in  the  zeal  of  opposilios  a(  the  momeni,  prodnced 
lbe  map  from  Hr.  Jelfersoa'a  collection,  to  "eon- 
ironi  and  iavalida'e"  Mr.  Sparks's  map,  wbkli, 
however,  upon  eiaminalion,  aastained  it  by  a 
moat  remarkable  and  striking  coincidence:  ihat 
tlie  Senator  disregarded  ibe  strong  red  line,  and 
filed  npon  a  microscopic  doited  line,  roBninig  off 
in  a  noiiheasierly  direction,  as  intended  to  repre- 
seat  the  true  boundary;  but  ibal,  in  fact,  the  rti 
Jint,  and  not  the  microscopic  dotted  line,  waa  i»- 
lended  by  lbe  constructor  of  the  map  to  represent 
Ihe  limit)  of  Ihe  United  States,  accordtng  to 
the  treaty  of  peact;  and  thia  I  proceeded  lo 
show,  by  the  face  of  ihe  map  itself,  .ne 
Seiuior  contends  thai  he  did  see  the  red 
line,  and  annonnoed  ii  to  ibe  Senate  while  I 
was  upon  ihe  floor  in  the  midst  of  my  i^eeek. 
Now,  I  have  only  10  say,  that,  if  he  did  so,  1  did 
not  baar  it;  and  it  is  not  remarkable,  nndec  tbe  cir- 
cnmstancas,  thai  1  did  not.  Bat,  ^r,  did  not  tin 
Senator  do  all  he  could  to  discredit,  lo  hold  for 
naught — in  effect  lo  oblilnale,  lo  eipunga  the  red 
line  as  tbe  boundary  intended  by  ifac  coaslmetor  of 
tbe  mapT  Why  did  the  Senator  apeak  of  it  as  a 
colored  demarcation,  which  any  school  miss  might 
have  made)  Did  nol  (be  Senator  from  Uimonri . 
earnestly  inrial  ibat  the  "microscopic  dolled  line," 
and  rtvt  ihe  red  line,  was  intended  lo  repreaent  lbe 
true  boundary?  Andnpon  Ihis  point,  I  would  ap- 
peal distinctly  to  tbe  recolleciton  of  ibe  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  (Ur.  W^iLian,  from  hit  seat, 
said  he  did.] 

In  regard  10  the  material  fact  of  Ibe  purpose  for 
nbieh  ibe  Senator  from  Missouri  produced  tbe 
map  frum  Ur.  Jefferson's  cotleciinn,  1  understand 
the  Senator  from  His  isstppi  (Mr.  WiLHxa]  U> 
have  alrrady  staled  the  concurrence  of  his  recolitc- 
tion  nitb  my  i'Wd,  10  wi':  Ihal  ihc  map  was  pro- 
duced 10  rebul  and  falsily  Mr.  Spaiki'.-  map,  and 
not  to  prove  ibal  Mr.  Sparks'.*  map  w»a  n«  tient. 
Tbe  Senaior  Irnm  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  CatnovH,] 
whii  tnnk  a  [liMinguished  pan  in  ihe  proceedings . 
on  the  liealy,  and  wbo,  in  bis  printed  speech,  has 
referred  to  'he  sume  snbjtcl,  yesierday  slated  (o  ibe 
Senile  ibsl  his  recollection  and  impieasion  of  ibe 
occurreBce,  in  regard  to  every  material  fact, 
ctmcnr  enlirely  wiib  ibe  represent  a  lion  I  have  given 
of  it.  So  far  as  has  yet  apprared,  tbe  Senaior 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  TipriN]  is  the  only  member  of 
(he  Sifnaie  whose  impression  of  tbe  ttan.sactioB 
.'[ems  10  concnr  ihrongboui  with  tbe  veision  the 
Senaior  from  Missouri  has  giveB  lo  il.  Ttiere  are 
obvioui  tFasons  why  Senators  should  not  End  il 
very  agreeable  10  make  themselves  volunteer  pai- 
lie*  lo  a  controversy  of  this  sort.  I  can  only  say, 
that  1  have  noi  conversed  with  a  single  one  of 
Ihrm  (and  1  have  conversed  with  many,  since  lbe 
discu-Hion  of  yfEi*tday)  who  does  not  bear  out 
my  recol'ectifn  as  to  every  material  fact  of  tbe 
case,  going  Id  demonsirtie  the  object  with  wbieh 
thr  Senator  frum  Misiiouri  prodnced  ihe  map  froB| 
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Mr.  Jefierson*s  collection,  in  secret  session,  and 
his  signal  faihire  in  that  object,  which  naade  too 
itroag  a  ftntaficn  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  the 
time,  to  be  readily  forgotten  by  any  who  ^ere  wit- 
Bfieesof  the  seefu.  The  Senate,  in  whose  pres- 
ence this  transaction  passed,  are  the  only  compe- 
tent triert  ot  the  faet;  and  to  their  conscious  knowl- 
f^  and  recollection|of  what  occurred,  I  leave, 
with  onshaken  confidence,  the  jastificallon,  in 
e?eiy  material  particular,  of  the  representation  I 
have  given. 

Ml.  BENTON.    I  will  bring  this  matter  to  a 

r)int  I  win  not  make  a  speech  about  opinions, 
want  the  facts  only.  The  Senate  will  'recollect 
thai,  at  the  lime  of  the  occurrence  about  these 
Btps,  I  hafl  not  spoken  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  the  next  day  that  1  made  my  argu- 
ment. So  that,  so  far  from  its  being  part  of  that 
irpiment,  ibe  argument  itself  was  not  made  till  the 
day  after  the  occurrence.  When  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  had  gone  through  his  exposition,  and  pro- 
deoed  what  he  called  our  attention  to  as  a  grand 
seeret  of  state,  the  moment  I  heard  what  it  was,  I 
proclaiBed  the  red  lines  on  this  map.  I  said  aloud, 
"Here  are  your  red  lines — it  is  no  secret  at  all.^^ 
Yes,  sir,  I  prodaimed  it  from  my  seat — **Here  are 
your  red  lines."  And  so  identical  were  they  in 
both  fflapSy  tluit  I  could  not  but  think,  for  some 
time,  diey  wert  the  same.  I  did  produce  the  map 
to  rebut  Bfr.  Sparks.  First,  to  show  that  his  grand 
itate  secret  was  no  secret  at  all;  and,  next,  to  show 
that  there  was  no  evidence  fn  it  that  Doctor 
Fruklitt  drew  the  red  line  which  Sparks  relied 
apon  as  his.  Any  schoolboy  or  girl  might 
make  it  was  well  as  Dr.  Franklin.  I  did  pro- 
dnee  the  map  to  destroy  the  inferences  drawn  by 
Mr.  Sparks;  to  show  that  his  secret  was  no  secret; 
and  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  in  it 
that  Br.  Franklin  ever  Imew  anything  about  it.  I 
do  not  complain  of  gentlemen  entertaining  opin- 
ions or  drawing  inferences;  but  I  do  conciplain  of 
statements  being  made  as  facts,  which  are  the  re- 
verse of  facts;  and  to  keep  to  this  poiiv}  I  shall  read 
again  the  words  in  the  printed  speech  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia.    They  are:        ^ 

"Tbe  geoator  who  produced  it  [the  map]  eoufd  «e#  nothing 
but  tkenUerotecpic  Mtted  line  running  on  in  a  noriheasteraiy 
dlncdoB;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were  applied  to  it,  there 
wif  fowid,  m  bold  taller,  a  stroof  red  line  indicaihig  the  limita 
•rthe  UnitiMi  8ta(e&  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin* 
dding  miniiuly  aoa  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the 
■apoTMr.  Bparfca." 

Here  is  the  point  of  which  I  do  complain— that 
InMnol^  or  would  not,  see  the  "strong  redline;^* 
bat  eoaU,  and  did,  see  the  microscopic  dotted  line, 
which  1  pressed  upon  the  Senate  as  the  true  bound- 
ary, concealing  the  'Strong  red  line."  I  com^ 
plain  of  the  assertion  for  fact,  that  not  until  *<other 
eyes"  were  applied  to  the  map,  was  it  discovered 
that  a  ''strong  red  line*^  was  on  it,  corroborating 
ibe  line  on  Sparks's  map.  Now,  on  this  question 
of  fact,  I  appealed  yesterday  to  forty -eight  Sena- 
tors, who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  that  I  was 
the  first  to  proclaim  from  my  table,  *'Here  are  your 
red  lines.'*  On  this  qtKstion  of  fact,  I  stated  yes- 
terday, in  the  presence  of  tho^  forty  eight  Sena- 
tors, who  must  know  the  truib,  that  I  took  my 
stand;  and  I  will  not  now  be  driven  from  it.  I 
stand  now,  as  well  as  then,  on  the  question  of  fact, 
that  I  did  not  wait  for  *'other  eyes**  to  see  this 
''strong  red  line.**  These  are  questions  of  fact  on 
which  I  take  my  stand;  and  nothing  that  has  yet 
been  &aid  can  drive  me  from  it. 

Mr.  RlVBS  said  he  certainly  did  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  anything  further  upon  the  sahject. 
The  'Senator  from  Missouri  must  know  that  they 
were  speaking  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen  who 
were  welt  aware  of  all  the  circumstances.  His 
(Mr.  R.^)  belief  was,  that  bis  representation  of 
(he  traaiaction  was  thoroughly  borne  out.  If  the 
Seaate  would  not  decide  letween  them,  the  Sena- 
tor must  be  left  tp  entertain  his  own  opinion. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  will  read  the  words  over 
tfaia.    I  stick  to  the  words,  sir: 

*Tbfl  Senator  who  produced  it  [the  map]  could  scf  nothing 
i*f  the  micrMcopic  dotted  line  runninf  off'  in  a  northeasteHy 
^inciien;  but  the  nuHBent  ikther  eyea  wwe  applied  to  it,  there 
'  *u  fiiMd  in  t>old  relief,  a  strong  led  line,  iodicaiing  the  liroite 
of  (be  tloHed  Btatea  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin 
CMhofniaMelf  and  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the 
Mpofllr.Spwlpa." 


Mr.  RIVES.  Will  the  Senator  be  so  good  as 
to  read  the  whole  paragraph  from  the  beginning? 

Mr.  BENTON.    I  make  no  complaint  about ^ 
that  part.    I  complain  only  of  the  assertion  in  the 
part  I  have  read,  and  that  assertion  I  deny.    Yes, 
sir,  I  deny  the  assertion.    I  deny  it  in  the  presence 
of  forty-eight  Senators,  who  know— 

The  CHAIR  interposed  to  say  (hat  ihe  whole  of 
this  was  quite  irregular. 

Some  indications  of  a  desire  to  continue  the  con* 
troversy.were  manifested;  but  the  Chair  called  the 
Senate  to  order  by  the  usual  knocking  of  the 
hammer  on  the  table,  and  other  business  pro- 
ceeded. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  AROHB^»  from  the  Comniitiee  dn  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  numerous  naemorials  upon  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  settle 
the  claims  for  French  spoliations  committed  prior 
to  1800;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  occupation  und  settlement  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  j^rtions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  this  was  a  bill 
which  involved  the  most  important  consequences; 
and  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  therefore, 
that  it  shouM  be  examined  with  great  care,  to  see 
whether  its  provisions  accorded  with  existing  treaty 
stipulations. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  the  bill  did  not  conflict 
with  treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  further  remarked,  that  its  pro- 
visions should  he  examined  with  great  care,  and 
compared  with  treaty  stipulations.  In  the  negotia- 
tions which  led  to  the  conelusion  of  the  treaty, 
there  was  correspondence  of  great  ability,  which 
went  fully  into  the  subject;  and  he,  for  one,  was 
desirous  to  Icok  a  little  more  into  that  correspond- 
ence before  giving  his  vote  for  that  bilL  He  would, 
therefore,  either  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
or  to  fix  a  day  for  its  consideration,  as  might  best 
suit  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Ltnm  ] 

'  Mr.  LINN  said  he  would  prefer  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed  over  informally.  He  disliked  the 
fixing  of  any  particular  day  for  its  consideration, 
because  other  bosiness  would  be  almost  certain  to 
get  precedence  over  it. 

It  was  finally  agreed,  however,  that  its  considera- 
tion should  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  was 
then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thubsdav,  January  5, 1643. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DOOGfE  oflfered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  (he  Committee  on  the  Territories  bo  instruct* 
•  ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  neceesity  of  so  amend- 
ing the  act  approved  29ih  of  August  last,  entitled  **An  act  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  ceriain  accounts  for  (he  aopport 
of  Government  in  the  Territory  of  WiBConsio,"  dec,  as  to  au- 
thorise ^e  lAgislaturea  of  the  respectire  Territoriea  of  the 
United  Staiee  to  employ  a  sufficient  numlMr  of  officers  and  as- 
sl8tan(8  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  and  to  regu- 
late their  per  diem  compensation  so  that  it  shall  not,  in  (he  ag- 
gregate!, exceed  the  sum  of  three  dollara  per  day  to  each,  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw,  (rom  the  files  ojf  the  House,  the  papers  of 
S^liy  McCraw,  of  Orayson  county,  Virginia, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pennon;  which,  upon  his 
motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

He  also  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  same 
committee  td  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  ilie  heirs 
of  William  Howell,  for  his  services  in  the  war  of 
the  Rovoluiion;  wht<fh  was  agreed  to,  and  the  pa- 
pers  accompanying  it  were  also  referred. 

Mr.  MARCHAflD  pie8eniad.a  petition  o(  J.  IC. 


Carpenter  and  108  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

THE  APPORTIONMENT  ACT. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  introduced  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  dd  section  of  the  act  for 
the  ajfportionment  of  Representatives  in  Congress, 
according  to  the  sixth  census. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  as  follows: 

A  BILL  to  suapend  the  oneration  of  th^  second  section  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  accfording  to  the  sixth  census." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  j 
That  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  en  titled* 'An 
act  for  the  apportionment  of  Repreeenta^  vee  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  sixth  census,"  appigved  June  25, 18^ 
bet  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
affect  the  election  of  any  person  who  has  t>een,  or  may  be, 
chosen  to  serve  as  a  Representative  in  the  twenty-eighth  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  hoped  it  would  now  be  en- 
grossed and  passed.  [Crioe  of  "No.»*]  He  mored 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  said  he  should  like  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill.    [Cries  of  «*No."] 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred lo  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  CROSS  introduced  a  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  ^*An  act  to  settle  the  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  labd  in  the  State  of  Aikansas,  approved 
Uth  August,  1843}^'  which  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerolationary  Claims  l)e 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
heirs  of  Oeorge  Yatee,  deceased,  compensation  for  his  services 
as  asui^eon's  mate  fn  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  i^ 

Mr.  HALSTED  introduced  a  bill  'Ho  regulate 
the  mode  of  taking  testimony  in  contested  elections, 
and  for  other  pufposes."  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

DUELLING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  STRATTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  instruct, 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  fon,  tlie 
suppfcesion  of  duelling  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  introduced  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  a  land  patent  to  John  H.  How- 
ard; which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

PUBLICATION    OP   THE   ACTS   OP   CON- 
GRESS. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judidary  inquire  Into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  2tst  section  of  the 
act  of  Congrews  approved  26th  August,  1&12,  eniiiled  "An  act 
malting  appropriation  for  such  necessary  objects  as  have  been 
usually  included  in  the  general  appropriation  bills,  without  au- 
thority of  law.  and  to  nx  and  proviile  for  certain  incidental 
expenses  of  the  departments  and  offices  of  the  Government, 
)«nd  for  other  purposes,"  as  prohibits  the  Secretary  of  State 
from  publishing  the  laws  of  the  United  (States  in  any  newspa- 
per exceftt  those  published  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  tnat 
said  committee  also  inqoiie  Into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  fnr  a  more  extensive  publicaiioii  of  the  acts  and  reeoln- 
tioiM  of  Congresjs  in  the  English  and  German  languages. 

MAIL  ROUTE  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Koads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establbh* 
ing  a  mail  route  from  Rutherfordion,  by  the  Ready  Patch  Gap 
and  Edney  ville,  to  Hendersonville,  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  objected  to  further  bu&iuessof 
this  sort. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  ref  orts. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  A ffair.%  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gk^oree  C.  Johnson:  read  twice,  And  referred  tt>  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  READ,  from  the  Committee  on  Militanr 
Affairs,  made  .<«undry  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  EVEaETT  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  House  would  come  to  a  vole  to- 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  buainess  of  the  morniuf 
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hoor  was  first  in  order,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  6win]  was  entitled  to  the  floor.      [ 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

The  Konse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Vork  [If  r. 
Bownb]  directing  the  Committee  of  the  MHiole  to 
report  the  bill  to  refand  the  fine  imposed  on  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson  in  1815,  together  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto  bjr  the  gentleman  from  ifew  York, 
[Mr.  Barnard  ] 

Mr.  GWIN,  who  helcl  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
addressed  the  Hoase  in  favor  of  the  rtsolotion. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  gentleman    from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Mbriwbtbbr]  had  declared  his  intention 
to  rote  for  the  bill  to  repay,  with  interest,  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  by 
Jndge  Hall.    The  gentleman  also  invoked  action 
on  the  bill  this  stssioti.    He  (Mr.  G  )  was  glad  to 
hear  that  ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  not 
only  vote  for  the  bill,  but  urge  early  action  upon 
it.    He  hoped  the  gentleman^d  zeal   would   not 
abate  under  the  influence  of  party  drill;  for  such 
certainly  were  not  the  feelings  or  intentions  of  his 
party  associates  on  this  floor.    He  (Mr.  G.)  was 
of  opinion  that  the  dominant  party  in  this  Hou^e 
intended  to  give  the  go-by  to  the  bill;  and,  for  that 
reason,  he  liad  urged  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bownb]  to  introduce  the  resolution  now 
under  discussion .    It  was  a  resolution  ofinstroc- 
tiouy  which  could,  by  a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 
test  the  sense  of  the  House  whether  there  should 
be  action  on  this  subject  this  session  or  not.    His 
reason  for  believing  that  no  action  would  be  bad 
on  the  bill  this  session,  was  founded  upon  the  man- 
ner \n  which  the  go-by  was  given  to  it  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.    The  subject  had  been  refer- 
red to  Ihe  Judiciary  Committee  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session.    Before  action  could  be  bad  upon 
it  in  committee,  a  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Medill] 
bad  to  move  instructions,  by  a  resolution  similar  to 
the  one  now  under  consideration.    The  resolution 
was  not  adopted;  but  it  brought  the  bill  out  of 
committee,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole.    There  it  was  permitted  to  sleep  for 
three  months.    At  length,  after  every  important 
pubUc    bill    had    been    disposed    of,    he;  (Mr. 
G.)  had    tried,  from  day    to  day,    to  get  this 
bill  up  in  committee    for   consideration;  but  the 
majority    pertioaciously    refused    to    take   it  up. 
He  at  length,   to    test  the  semse  of  the  House, 
moved  to  make  it  the  special  order,  and  called 
the  yeas  and   nays.    A  majority  of  the  members 
present  voted  to  make  it  the  special  order;  but  not 
two-thirds,  as  rcqiiired  by  the  rule;  and  his  motion 
was  loat.    Bat  in  five  minutes,  (ihe  Hou^e  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,)  he 
was  able  to  catch  the  chairman's  eye,  and  moved 
to  take  up  the  bill.    The  majority  on  yeas  and 
nays,  that  had  existed  but  a  few  minutes  before, 
suddenly  vanished,  when  the  only  test  of  their  sin- 
cerity was  a  vote  by  tellers;  and  he  failed  to  get  it 
ofif  the  table.     Well,  sir,  bow  siands  the  que*^tion 
now?    The  President  has  recommended  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  bill  refunding  that  money  to  Gen^ 
eral  Jackson.    Instead  of  referring  that  portion  of 
the  message  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (where 
the  bill  of  the  last  session  now  is,)  it  was,  by  a 
party  vote,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
What  had  been  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject  he  had  no  means  of  knowing.    He  had  in- 
quired of  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  learned 
Uiat  it  was  in  the  keeping  of  a  member  now  ab- 
sent from  the  city,  and  there  was  no  telling  when 
the  committee  would  act  upon  it.    Under  these 
circumstances,  the  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  in  its  present  form,  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  tbe  wish  of  a  majority  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject this  session,  or  give  it  tbe  go-by,  as  was  done 
at  the  last.    From  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Mbriwether,]  he  had  Kome 
bopes   that    the    bill    would    not  only  be    acted 
on,  but  passed.    He  (Mr.  G.)  had  a  few  words 
to  say    in   reply    to  the   gentleman  from    Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Undbrwood.]    Tnat  gentleman  had 
referred  to  an  anonymous  publication  that  had  ap- 
peared in  a  Kentucky  paper,  over  the  signature  of 
**A  Kentucklan,*'  reviewing  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law  at  New  Orleans  by  General  Jackson.  The 
^tkman  from  Kentucky  yooches  forihe  correct- 


ne$8  of  this  publication  so  f^r  as  it  refers  to  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  says  the  writer  is  a  gentleman  of  high 
standing  and  fine  talents.  The  gentleman'also  re- 
ferred to  a  letter,  written  recently  by  General  Jack- 
son, pronouncing  many  of  the  statements  of  this 
writer,  in  regard  to  his  acts  and  conversations  at 
New  Orleans,  false.  But  f^r  theendoisement  giv- 
en by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  this  anony- 
mous wiiter'^c  statements,  and  the  eulogy  he  had 
passed  upon  him,  he  would  not  at  this  time  have 
alluded  to  them,  being  willing  to  leave  the  author 
and  his  statements  where  General  Jackson  had 
placed  them..  As  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  introduced  the  subject  into  the  House,  and  as 
these  numbers,  signed  <*A  Kentuckian,**  had  been 
published  in  a  pamphlet  form,  and  placed  on  the 
table  of  every  member,  he  (Mr.  G.)  thought  he  was 
justified  in  referring  to  it,  and  showing  to  the 
House  that  the  writer  was  entirely  mistaken  in* 
some  of  the  facts  he  had  relied  on  to  support  his 
attack  upon  General  Jackson.  In  the  first  place^ 
he  had  asserted  that  Gen.  Jackson  **had  proclaim- 
ed martial  law,  and  caused  it  to  be  enforced  upon 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  by  either  thrust- 
ing them  out,  or  keeping  them  out,  of  their  legisla- 
tive halls  by  an  armed  force.'*  This  is  not  true. 
Nothing  of  tbe  kind  occurred. 

Again,  he  says:  ''That  the  order  for  the  arrest,  al- 
though made  on  the  day  of  publication,  was  not 
executed  until  the  6th.  On  the  5th,  Judge  Hall,  of 
the  United  States  court,  acting  upon  misinforma- 
tion as  to  his  being  th^n  under  arrest,  issued  a  writ 
ofhabtM  corpui  to  have  him  brought  before  the  court. 
Finding,  on  a  renewal  of  the  application  next 
day,  that  the  writ  had  been  prematurely  issued, 
and  never  acted  on,  the  Judge,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  trouble  of  writing  a  new  order,  and  for 
no  other  conceivable  motive,  altered  the  date  of 
the  order  to  the  6th,  and  rcdeliveredit  to  the  ofiicers.** 
Here  (s^aid  Mr.  G  )  is  a  tissue  of  errors — to  apply 
no  harsher  epithet  to' them.  Louallier  was  arrested 
en  the  5ih  of  March.  The  petition  for  the  writ  of 
habeas  corjnu  was  made  out  on  that  day.  It  was 
grantf d  on  the  same  day,  the  Judge  instructing 
Louallier's  attorney  to  notify  General  Jackson  that 
he  had  applied  for  the  writ.  The  attorney  accord- 
ingly wrote  to  the  General  on  the  same  day,  (ihe 
5.h,)  notifying  him  of  his  application  for  the  writ. 
On  the  same  day.  Judge  Hali  was  arrested.  After 
his  arrest.  General  Jackson  learned  that  the  Judge 
had  mutilated  the  record  in  the  case,  by  altering 
the  dgte  of  the  petition  for  the  writ  made  by  Lou- 
allier*.^ attorney,  as  well  as  his  own  order.  He 
sent  for  the  clerk,  and  asked  him  if  this  was  trur. 
The  clerk  answered  in  the  afiSrmative,  produced 
the  papers  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  and  showed 
the  alterations.  This  wufi  on  the  5ih  of  March; 
and  the  petition  for  tbe  writ  of  habeas  eorjmSj  and 
the  order  of  the  Judge  grantirg  it,  were  altered  to 
the  6  h;  thus  showing  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Judge  Hall  to  make  it  appear,  from  the  record, 
that  he  was  arrested  on  the  5th  for  an  act  not  per- 
formed until  the  day  after. ,  Let  the  motive  of 
Judge  Hall  be  judged  of  leniently  or  harshly^  there 
is  no  doubt  but  he  committed  forgery  in  altrring 
the  date  of  the  petition,  even  supposing  he  had  the 
right  to  alter  the  date  of  his  own  order. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  say  that  an  order  was  also 
issued  for  the  arrest  of  Judge  Lewis  and  Mr.* 
Dick,  the  United  States  attorney;  that  Dick  was 
arrested,  but  Lewis,  from  some  unexplained  cause, 
was  not.  This  is,  no  doubt,  an  error  alio.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  had  had  occasion  to  examine  the  docu- 
ments conneclf  d  with  this  case,  with  some  care; 
and  he  never  before  heard  of  the  arrest  of  Dick, 
or  the  intention  to  arrest  Judge  Lewis. 

The  writer  further  states,  that  "on  this  same  6th 
of  March,  General  Jackson  wrote  to  the  British 
commander,  notifying  him  that  he  had  received 
information  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace."  This  is  not  true.  General  Jackson  never 
wrote  such  a  letter  to  the  British  commander,  nor 
did  he  receive  notice  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  until  the  13th  of  March.  He  also  alludes 
to  a  publication  made  at  the  time  by  Judge  Hall, 
and  makes  quotations  from  it.  Such  publication 
may  have  been  made,  buthe  never  heard  of  It  before. 
He  would  make  no  further  reference  to  the  errors 
in  teot  in  this  poblication.    His  only  moti?e  for 


alluding  to  it  at  all,  was  to  counteract  any  impres- 
sion that  might  be  made  upon  any  member  c  f  the 
House  from  the  endorsement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  whose  high  standing  in  the  House 
for  integrity  and  honor  none  acknowledged  more 
cheerfully  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did. 

In  conclusion,  (Mr.  G.  said,)  he  was  indififerent 
as  to  tbe  disposition  the  House  made  of  the  leso- 
lution.  The  object  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  would 
be  accomplished,  if  it  should  be  speedily  brengfat 
before  tbe  House  for  its  action. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  had  regretted  to  per- 
ceive, in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  rather  than 
the  debate,  which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject, 
tbe  least  possible  indications  of  any  tendency  to 
refer  this  question  to  party  or  persoiud  controver- 
sies. He  equally  regretted  to  perceive  mere  tech- 
nical questions — be  meant  questions  appertaining 
to  legal  disputes  which  had  occurred  in  Looisiana 
at  the  time  of  these  incidents — that  they  should  in 
like  manner  be  deemed  material  to  tbe  question 
whidh  arose  on  this  bill,  or  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Vork,  [Mr.  Bownk  ]  He 
thought  the  question  invoked  the  House  to  regard  it 
under  an  aspect  far  more  interesting  to  them,  and 
with  reference  to  considerations  which  he  should 
hope  would  preclude  division  in  that  Hoose,  and 
lead  to  unanimity  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill.  He  could  not  but  recall  to  mind  that  they 
were  then  on  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of  that 
victory  of  New  Orlean8--one  of  the  greatest  events 
in  the  history  of  our  country;  and  which  (whatev- 
er might  be  the  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
personal  incidents  in  the  event — whatever  ques- 
tions there  might  be  in  regard  ^o  the  political 
views  of  him  who  was  the  hero  of  that  day) 
was  an  event  which  covers  the  name  of  our 
country  with  imperishable  laurels;  and  he  would 
it  were  possible  for  that  House  and  for  that  Con- 
gress (if  that  bill  were  to  be  passed,  as  he  hoped 
it  would)  to  cast  avide  all  the  lesser  considerations 
on  which  he  had  touched,  to  take  up  the  bill  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  pass  it,  and  to  make 
the  anniversary  of  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  a 
day  to  be  sanctified,  in  the  action  of  this  Honse,  by 
a  restoration  of  the  amount  of  that  fine  to  Andrew 
Jackson.  [Cries  of  "Good.'^  And  he  intended 
to  propose  to  the  House  (if  they  were  ready  to 
welcome  and  act  on  such  a  proposition)  a  method 
by  which  the  subject  might  be  accomplished;  for 
there  were  many  of  them  there — it  might  be  a  mi- 
jority  of  that  House — who  had  bad  occasion  to 
condemn  certain  of  the  administrative  acts  of  that 
individual.  But  be  had  ceased  to  be  the  President  of 
the  United  States — ^he  was  no  longer  the  director 
of  the  administration  of  this  country — ^he  had 
passed  from  the  theatre  of  public  action  here*  to  be 
an  historical  personage,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  it  became  them  to  regard 
that  man,  and  to  regard  this  measure,  above  all 
things,  in  relation  to  an  historical  personage  and  to 
the  honor  of  the  country  as  connected  with  that  great 
event.and  not  in  regard  to  the  changeful  vicissitudes 
that  might  embarrass  the  mind,  arouse  the  passions, 
or  gather  around  him  either  the  reproach  or  ap- 
plause of  the  transitory  party  passions  of  the  hour; 
for  there  was  one  thing  which  was  remarkable  in 
that,  and  another  incident  in  the  recent  history  of  our 
country,  that  signalized  it  to  the  world.  Let  the 
House  cast  its  recollections  back  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  twenty-five  years'  war  which  burst 
upon  the  world  with  the  French  Revolution.  Look 
at  the  history  of  England  during  those  twenty-five 
years;  pass  upon  the  events  of  the  victorious  career 
of  that  great  power;  and  remember,  whether  in  tbe 
East  or  in  the  West— in  Asia,  in  Africa,  or  in 
Europe — that  the  whole  career  of  that  great 
l>ower  during  the  whole  of  those  twenty-fire  years 
was  one  of  almost  unchecked  victory  and  glory. 
Oa  the  oce^n,  there  were  the  victories  of 
Trafalgar,  and  Copenhagen,  and  the  Nile,  to  show 
that  wherever,  in  the  seas  of  Europe,  a  British 
fleet  encountered  her  enemy,  it  was  to  add  new 
splendor  and  lustre  to  the  cross  of  St.  George. 
Follow  her  on  land.  It  was  not  merelj  on  3ie 
plains  of  India — it  was  not  merely  where  Welles- 
ley  led  his  countrymen  to  victory  on  the  field  of 
Hindoo  Assaye;  bnt  go  to  Europe,  and  they  would 
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find  thai,  although  there  might  have  been  trifling 
reTeneSi— although  it  might  have  happened  (as  in 
the  oeeopaiionof  the  Scheldt)  an  English  enterprise 
OB  the  continent  might  have  failed— although,  as 
in  the  retreat  of  Ooranna,  it  might  have  happened 
that  English  a^;a:i8^iDet  with  partial  reverses, — ^3Fet 
even  there,  over  the  grave  of  the  gallant  Sir  John 
Moore,  it  was  not  a  defeat — it  was  a^  retreat, 
to  be  snre,  of  English  forces  from  before  the 
French;  bol  it  was  a  saccessfnl  retreat  Bnt 
in  Fiance,  in  India,  in  the  Netherlands,  wherever 
the  English  met  the  enemy  in  battle,  it  was  to 
tnomph.  Bnt  to  this  picinre  of  the  successes  of 
Bnglish  arm?,  there  was  a  class  of  signal  excep- 
tions. There  occurred  a  crisis  when  the  English 
inns  were  to  encounter  American  arms,  as  well 
on  sea  as  on  land;  when  the  Anglo  Irish  blood — 
for  gentlemen  erred  in  talking  so  much  of  Anglo- 
8uoa  blood — it  was  the  Angio-Iri^h  blood— 4be 
nittgled  stream  of  Celt,  Roman,  Saxon,  and  Nor- 
nan  blood«-tbat  changed  the  picture. 

On  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Atlantic 
oeean,  when  the  English  ships  encountered  Amer- 
ican ships  on  equal  terms,  the  lustre  of  the  cross 
of  St.  George  **paled  its  ineffectual  fire^'  before 
the  start  and  stripes  of  the  Union.  And  on  the 
irnd  there  was,  he  believed,  but  one  example  in 
the  world,  during  that  period,  of  an  English  army 
nrrendering  to  another— of  the  English  army, 
vitb  its  banners  and  forces,  surrendering  itself  to 
a  foreign  foe — and  that  was,  in  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  under  the  command  of  the  sainted 
William  Henry  Harrison.  There  was  another 
^vgh— not  of  the  surrender  of  forces  as  prison- 
en  of  war  to  the  enemy;  yet  a  gallant  British 
army,  one  of  the  best  appointed  that  ever  sailed 
from  Europe  for  Americap— the  conquerors  of  Sala- 
manca and  Vittoria — ^met  in  the  lines  at  New  Or- 
leans the  militia  of  Louisiana,  and  the  riflemen  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky;  and  were  crushed,  and 
conquered,  and  slaughtered,  in  the  face  of  an 
American  army. 

Those  were  great  events  in  the  history  of  our 
own  country  and  of  the  world;  that  was  a  splen- 
did  era  on  the  pages  of  our  l^istory;  and  on  the 
approach  of  the  anniversary  of  the  victory  of  New 
Orleans,  he  hoped  thi»  House  would  pay  a  tribute 
ofrespMt  to  the  day  and  to  the  events;  and  not 
merely  to  the  man  who  commanded,  but  to  the 
men  who  fought  and  conquered  on  that  day,  and 
vbose  power,  and  gallantry,  and  courage  were  but 
concentrated  and  embodied  in  him  who  led  them 
OD  that  day  to  victory.  It  was  with  these  views, 
regardless  of  ail  the  other  elements  of  strife  and  the 
technical  objeetions,  that  he  desired  this  bill  to  be 
taken  up,  in  order  that,  if  the  Senate  concurred, 
the  bill  might  be  passed  in  anticipation  of  the  8'.h 
of  January. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  obtained  permission  to 
Bsake  a  single  remark,  the  purport  of  which  did 
liot  reach  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GUSHING  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowNi,]  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  'resolved,* 
and  inserting  a  substitute  which  he  had  provided,  to 
terminate  all  debate  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
HoQse  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  bill  No.  503, 
entitled  "A  bill  for  the  refief  of  General  Andrew 
Jackson,*'  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow,  when  the  com- 
mittee ^oold  act  on  all  the  amendments  that  might 
be  proposed  and  pending.  And,  further,  he  moved 
the  previous  question,  as  there  was  bnt  little  time 
to  be  spared  ere  the  termination  of  the  present  ses- 
lion. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
mcbnsetts  would  not  press  this  resolution  under  a 
gag  law. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  if  thip  resplution  should 
prevail,  he  should  move,  to-morrow,  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill. 

Some  conrersation  ensued,  in  wh'ch  Mr.  PEN- 
DLETON. Mr.  GUSHING,  Mr.  BO  ITS,  and  the 
8PBAKER  took  part. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped,  whatever  motion 
hit  colleague  might  make  in  relation  to  this  reso- 
hition,  be  would  not  accompany  it  with  a  motion 
(or  the  previous  que^ion. 

The  8PEAEER  said  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ciwr* 


iNa]  could  not  accompany  his  amendment  with 
such  a  motion. 

Mr.  GUSHING  had  so  understood  the  Speaker, 
and  had  changed  his  motion  accordingly* 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  before  know  that 
his  colleagoe  had  fallen  in  love  with  '<the  gag;" 
nor  did  he  [Mr,  Adams]  feel  inclined  to  have  *<tbe 
gae"  on  this  subject. 

He  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  relation  to  this  bill  not 
being  a  party  measure,  and  pointed  to  the  debates 
and  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  i^  State  Legislatures,  to  show  that  the 
opposite  of  that  assertion  was  the  truth;  particu- 
larly referring  to  the  prime  mover  on  this  subject  in 
the  Lfgisiature  of  New  York,  (Maj.  Davezac,)  who 
was  neither  Anglo-Saxon,  Anglo-Irish,  nor  Anglo- 
Scotch;  bnt  a  prot^6  of  General  Jackson  of 
French  origin,  who  introduced  it  as  a  Democratic 
measure,  and  as  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the 
Democratic  triumph  m  the  State  of  New  York. 
He  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  in  this  House  without  a  thorough  discofssion, 
even  if  it  did  transcend  "the  glorious  8th  of  Janu- 
ary," which  this  year,  (his  colleague  had  forgotten 
to  notice)  was  a  day  devoted  to  the  worship  and 
service  of  God;  and,  therefore,  it  was  one  on  which 
this  House  would  not  be  in  session.  But  God  for- 
bid that  he  should  say  a  word  in  disparagement 
of  that  day,  or  of  the  person  to  be  honored  and 
profited  by  this  donation.  If,  however,  a  proposi- 
tion was  brought  before  this  House  to  make  a  pres- 
ent to  Andrew  Jackson  of  $1000,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill  which  had  been  reported  to  that  Hous«, 
with  interest  on  it  from  the  month  of  March,  1815, 
there  was  but  one  consideration  that  would  induce 
him  to  vote  against  it^-and  that  was,  he  should  not 
like  to  set  the  example  of  pensioning  an  ex- Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  that  was  the 
principle  on  which  this  bill  was  to  be  passed, 
if  passed  at  all.  The  real*  object  was  to  make 
a  present  to  General  Jackson  in  his  latter 
days.  He  did  not  know  what  his  circumstances 
were,  [A  voice:  "Rich  enough;"]  but  if  they  were 
such  as  to  require  it,  (though  he  would  not  grant 
it  as  a  pension  or  a  gratuity  for  that  service,)  he 
would  do  what  had  been  done  before — he  would 
make  up  a  subscription  among  the  members  of 
Gongress  to  make  a  present  to  the  old  man  in  his 
last  days.  It  had  been  done  before,  and  there  was 
no  disgrace  in  it;  and  if  it  were  now  done,  that  a 
donation  might  be  made  to  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son, he,  for  one,  would  take  his  share  of  it. 

But  he  could  not  consent  to  employ  the  public 
money,  in  order  to  testify  the  approbation  of  the 
people  of  this  country  of  those  acts  for  which  the 
sum  offl.OOO  was  levied  on  him  by  the  regular 
officers  of  the  law,  which  he  had  violated  in  its 
tenderest  parts.  His  colleague  had  changed  en- 
tirely the  issue  upon  the  question  in  this  bill.  It 
was  not  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  the  General 
for  his  imprisonment  of  a  judge — fur  his  causing 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  jeoparded  in 
his  liberty  and  life,  and  for  other  acts  subversive 
of  law  and  justice;  but  for  glorifying  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans.  Ttifc  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Gwin]  had  stated  a  number  of  Ucis  in  the 
pamphlet  lately  published  on  this  subject,  which 
^  were  contradicted  by  General  Jackson.  If  a  bill 
Were  to  pass,  giving  General  Jackson  money  upon 
disputed  facts,  these  facts  should  be  previously 
cleared  up.  But  he  was  speaking  of  tbe  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  under  which  this  bill  could 
be  brought  forward.  A  bill  on  the  same  subject 
was  acted  on  in  the*Senate  at  the  la$t  session,  and, 
after  being  amended  so  as  to  comprehend  clearly 
the  facts  of  the  case,  it  was  rejected  by  General 
Jackson^  friends,  because  it  did  not  contain  a 
condemnation  of  the  judge  who  imposed  tbe  fine; 
and,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  he  had  seen  a  letter 
from  General  Jackson  himself,  in  which  he  saj  s 
that  he  would  not  have  received  a  dollar  unless 
the  character  of  the  judge  was  blast«d.  Such  was 
the  history  of  that  proceeding  at  tbe  last  seseion  of 
Gongrefs.  The  bill  was  actually  passed,' or  would 
have  been  passed;  bnt  was  rejected  by  the  Gener- 
al's friends  coinciding  with  him,  insisting  that  not 
only  his  character  should  be  justified,  but  the  char- 
acter of  the  judge  blasted.    It  was  a  very  grave 


and  serious  question  with  him,  whether  the  char* 
acter  of  the  judge  should  be  censured  and  condemn- 
ed by  the  Representatives  of  tbe  people  of  this 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  donation  to 
General  Jackson.  Perhaps  he  might  express  himself 
more  strongly  by  saying  ibatthebillought  not  to  pass; 
that  if  we  are  to  give  this  donation  to  General 
Jackson,  it  was  not  by  casting  reproach  upon  a 
just  and  honorable  judge,  that  we  should  do  justice 
and  vindicate  ihe  honor  and  glory  of  the  country. 
Again:  what  were  the  grounds  on  which  his  col- 
league was  pressing  this  bill?  ^  Why,  the  great  and 
glorious  victory  oif  New  Orleans..  Because  we 
whipped  tbe  British,  that  nobody  else  could  whip — 
because  of  this  great  and  glorious  victory,  this  bill 
must  be  passed.  That  was  tbe  reason  given  by 
his  colleague,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  he 
wished  the  bill  passed  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
victory.  That  was  not  the  question  of  justice  in- 
volved in  this  grant — this  donation.  The  victory  of 
New  Orleans  undoubtedly  was  a  great  and  glorious 
one,  in  which  he  took  a  just  pride;  but  he  could 
not,  on  account  of  that  victory,  sanction  tbe  acts 
alluded  to  in  the  Kentucky  pamphlet,  and  which 
were  there  designated  as  treason.  This  reminded 
him  of  an  anecdote  he  had  heard  many  years  ago 
of  General  Arnold,  a  man  very  celebrated  in  our 
revolutionary  history.  After  his  exploits  here, 
Arnold  went  to  England;  an4  finding  himself  gen- 
erally shunned  there,  he  sought  the  society  of  the 
Americans  whom  he  foand  in  that  country.  Be- 
ing in  company  with  one  of  them  whom  he  had 
known  in  this  country,  he  asked  him  what  the 
Americans  would  have  done  with  him,  had  they 
caught  him  instead  of  Andre.  The  American  an- 
swered him  by  saying,  "We  would  have  Juried 
with  the  honors  of  war  the  leg  that  was  mutilated 
in  our  service,  and  then  we  would  have  hung  the 
remainder  of  yoar  body.*' .  He  should  think  that 
this  sort  of  justice  would  be  rather  more  complete 
than  that  of  his  colleague,  who  was  for  rewarding 
General  jAckson  for  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  at 
the  expense  of  law  and  justice.  He  wished  to 
have  this  matter  fully  discussed  when  i!  came  up, 
and  deliberated  on  without  any  of  your  gag*law^ 
to  stop  the  investigation  of  the  principles  involved 
in  it. 

If  you  pass  this  bill  (said  Mr.  A.)  it  will  not  be 
for  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, but  fer  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  exercise 
of  despotic  power  over  yoar  own  citizens ;  it  would 
be  for  the  exercise  of  the  extreme,  of  martial  law, 
when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  Mr.  A.  wish- 
ed tbe  subject  discussed,  because  of  this  very 
pamphlet,  to  which  their  attention  had  been  called 
by  more  than  one  of  the  members  from  Kentucky, 
and  who  stated  the  author  to  be  a  distinguished 
judge  of  high  legal  attainment5,  whose  opinions 
uere  entitled  to  respect.  In  that  pamphlet,  he  was 
charged  with  having  given  an  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  power  of  a  commanding  general  to  declare 
martial  law,  that  W8S  utter  1;  at  variance  with  free- 
dom and  with  the  laws  of  nations;  and  he  wished 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  answering  that  charge. 
He  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  and 
defend  the  opinions  he  had  given,  and  to  show 
what  were  his  views  of  the  laws  of  nations  in  re- 
gard to  the  power  of  a  c<3mnianding  general  to 
declare  martial  law  in  time  of  an  invasion. 

Tbe  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  A.  was 
cut  short  in  his  remarks,  when  he  announced  bis 
intention  of  pursuing  the  subject  further  at  the 
next  opportunity. 

Mr.  GUSHING  then  ofifered  a  resolution  that  all 
debate  on  the  bill  in  Gommiitee  of  the  Whole 
should  ceate  at  two  o'clock  to-morrow;  and  that 
the  eaid  committee  should  then  proceed  to  act  and 
vote  on  it,  and  upon  all  amendments  that  might  be 
pending,  and  report  the  Fame  to  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  J.  INGBR80LL  offered  an  amendment, 
that  ihe.House  should  now  resolve  itself  into  Gom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Gkneral 
Jackson. 

Mr.  GUSHING  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that 
he  could^  at  any  time  after  taking  the  qaeaflon  on 
his  (Mr.  C.*b)  motion,  move  to  go  into  Gommitiee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  to  the   genlienum 
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from  Ma9?acbusetis  that,  as  the  bill  bad  not  yet 
b«en  discuGsed  in  Comtuitiee  of  ibe  Whole,  bis 
rasolotioa.was  sot  in  order.  Tbe  gentleman  could 
move  to  go  ioto  the  Committee  of  ibe  Whole,  and 
then  move  to  lake  up  the  bill,  as  tbe  majority  of 
the  Hcnre  coold  determine  the  order  of  business. 
Tbe  motion  to  go  in|o  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  a  particular  bill, 
would  require  a  vote  of  two-tbird«. 

Mr.  CySHINO  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAVf  JOHNSON  called  fortlie  yeas  and- 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and   resulted  in  deci- 
dini^  tbe  question  in  the  negative — ^yeas  100,  nays 
106,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaers.  Arrington,  Beeaon,  BidUck,  Black,  Bowne, 
Boyd,  Brewster.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles 
%own,  Burke,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Caruih- 
era,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Cashing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean, 
Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  Jofan  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gusiine,  Gwin,  tf arris,  Hastings,  Hays, 
Henry,  Hopkins,  Hoack,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll.  WUIiam  W.  Trwio,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew, Kennedy,  LiiUefield,  Abraham 
McCIellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Marchand, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  MediU,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Newhard,  Parmeoter,  Patridee,  Pavne,  Pickens,  PI  a  mer, 
Profit,  Read,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rigge,  Rogers,  Roosevelt, 
Banfoitl,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  shields,  Steenrod,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Stuart,  Sumter,  Swenev,  Jacob  Thompson, 
TrottLTurosysVan  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  Wel- 
ler,  Westbrook,  and  Wise -100. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Landaf*  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Bocden,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Bruckway,  Bronsoo,  J. 
Brown,  Bumell,  wm.  Butler,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  T.  J. 
Campbell,  Cbilds,  ChiClenden,  JoYin  C.  Clark,  Siatey  N.  piarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Gairett  Davis,  De- 
berry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fewenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Law- 
rence Foster,  Gales,  Gentry,  Giddinsf,  Goggin,  Granger,  Green, 
Halsted,  Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Itvin, 
James,  Isaac  V.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn, 
McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  t^amson  Mason,  Matbiot, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Os- 
borne,  Owsley,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Alexander 
Randall,  Bsniamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway, 
Rodnej,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Sprfgg,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tomlioson,  Triplet!.  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Edward  D.  White^  Joseph  L.  While,  Thomas  W.  Wil. 
liams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Win- 
thrtfp,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  Jonn  Yoang~l06. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked'leare  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion; but  objection  was  made. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  up  tbe  bill  to  repeal  tbe 
bankrapt  Uw,  and  expressed  a  bope  tbat  it  would 
be  carried  through  to  its  passage  to  day. 

Mr.  GORDON  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  He 
said  it  was  quite  common— nay,  be  might  say, 
fashionable — in  these  days  to  define  one^  position. 
An  undefined  politician  was  an  uncertain  thing, 
[laughter,]  and  more  like  a  ghost  than  anytbina; 
human.  He  did  not  rise  to  define  his  position.  A 
Democrat  of  the  Jefi'ersonian  school,  dyed  in  the 
wool,  needed  no  such  clew  to  where  he  stood  on  tbe 
political  chessboard.  The  people  always  knew 
where  to  find  him.  He  would  assist  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Bowmk]'  to  define  his  position;  aud,  before  he 
concluded,  he  should  attempt  to  define  ihe  posiiions 
of  some  others  on  the  floor,  and  ^of  some  public 
functionaries  high  in  the  confidence  of  ibis  Ad- 
ministration. 

His  colleague  stated:  "we  were  told — and  he  also 
had  it  from  some  of  his  (Mr.  B.*»)  political 
friends  on  this  floor-^bat  the  Administration  of 
John  Tyler  was  such,  that  no  Democrat  could  ac- 
cept an  cfficc  under  il." 

It  seemed,  then,  that  his  colleague  had  been 
talking  about  accepting  oflice  under  (his  Adminis- 
Iration,  [laughter]  —bad  been  talking  with  his  po- 
litical friends  on  (his  floor  about  the  acceptance  of 
office  from  John  Tyler.  He  should  like  to  know 
if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  Congress,  he  ex- 
pected to  receiire  an  oflice?  And  this  remark  was  (o 
be  considered  as  a  feeler — put  fonh  to  see  how 
such  a  thing  would  lake  here,  and  then  bow  it 
would  take  among  the  people  ofhiscounty.  Again: 
his  colleague  said,  «*Some  of  the  leading  organs 
of  the  Democratic  party  held  the  same  language; 
and,  btrange  to  !<ay,  in  juxtapoaition  to  a  paragraph 
deeUurifig  that  no  Democrat  could  hold  office  untif  r 
John  Tyler,  would  be  lound  another,  declariog 
tlMt  tbe  party  c«ald  not  support  bis  Administra- 


tion because  it  was  surrounded  by  such  \men  as 
Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer." 

It  was,  then,  very  strange  to  his  colleague  that 
some  of  tbe  Democratic  organs  should  declare  thai 
the  Democratic  party  could  not  support  this  Ad- 
ntinisiradon,  because  it  was  surrounded  by  such 
men  as  Webster  and  Spencer !  It  was  not  strange 
to  him,  (Mr.  G.,)  because  the  great  Demociatic 
party  ne7er  held  such  opinions  as  those  avowed 
by  that  man  who  recently  declared  in  Faneuil 
Hall  that  he  had  not  chapged,  but  was-  a  Ma^sa^ 
chusetts  Whig,  a  Faneuil  Hall  Whig,  and  always 
meant  to  be.  Here,  then,  was  Daniel  Webster 
unrenounced  and  unrenouncing,  lidbering  to  all 
the  opinions  he  had  ever  advocated  and  avowed. 
A  large  portion  of  tbe  people  suspected  Daniel 
Webster  of  holding  opinions  which  sympathized 
with  British  interests.  These  suspicions  were  en- 
tertained during  the  last  war,  when  General  Jack- 
son with  ois  cannon  was  thundering  at  the  gates 
of  New  Orleans,  and  when  there  were  times  that 
tried  men's  sooL«,  and  tested  the  energies  of  this 
Government.  Yes,  as^  long  ago  as  these  memora- 
ble limes,  Daniel  Webster  was  suspected  to  be 
British  at  heart;  and,  by  his  own  declaration,  he 
had  renounced  none  o{  his  sentiments.  Mr.  Web- 
ster was  now  at  the  head  of  this  Administration; 
and  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Bowne]  at^owed  astonish- 
ment that  certain  organs  of  the  Democratic 
party  should  declare  that  the .  Demoeratie  party 
could  not  support  this  Administration !  Since  the 
return  of  Bdr.  Webster  from  England,  the  people 
had  seen  notbiog  in  bis  course  to  make  them  be- 
lieve he  had  changed  his  opinions. 

Here  Mr.  BOWNE  rose,  and  stated  that  he  de- 
sired to  make  a  correction  of  some  of  tbe  remarks 
of  his  colleague. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Gordon]  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  GORDON.  No,  sir.  [Laughter,  uproar, 
and  confusion.]        • 

Mr.  BOWNE,  as  he  took  his  seat,'toade  a  re- 
mark which  could  not  be  heard  above  the  noise 
which  prevailed. 

Mr.  GORDON  resumed #  As  be  was  going  on 
to  sav,  since  Mr.  Webster's  return  from  Europe 
the  Democratic  party  had  seen  nothing  to  give 
them  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  changed  bis 
opinions  in  any  particular.  In  his  course  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  aflair  of  the  burning  of  tbe  Caroline, 
the  remedial  justice  bill,  the  bankrupt  law,  the  ne-* 
gotiation  of  the  treaty  with  England — and,  indeed, 
in  all  bis  acts,  he  had  shown  tbat  the  declaration 
made  at  Faneuil  Hall  was  true  to  the  letter. 

Again:  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bownb]  said:  '^He 
yielded  to  none  in  his  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  his  party;  yet,  if  attachment  or  non* attachment 
to  men  was  necessary  to  secure  tbe  esteem  of  his 
fellows,  he  feared  he  should  be  thrown  overboard." 
From  this  remark  he  (Mr.  G.)  understood  that  his 
colleague|  declared  to  his  constituents,  that  if  his 
noD  attachment  to  Mr.  Webster  was  to  be  the  price 
of  their  esteem,  he  was  willing  to  be  thrown  over- 
board '  6uch  was  a  fair  construction  of  his  col- 
league's larguage.  Now  he  would  assure  his  col- 
league, that  should  he  take  MY.  Webster,  changed 
or  unehangfd,  and  show  a  willingness  to  be  at- 
tached to  him,  his  constituents  would  most  assured- 
ly throw  him  overboard,  with  a  millstone  around* 
his  neck,  that  would  sink  him  eternally;  and  the 
Democracy  of  tbe  Union  wouk)  look  on  and  cry 
"Amen  !"  [Laughter,  and  cries  of  *'Good."]  Bat 
to  quote  bis  colleague  again*.  "  What,  he  aske4,  did 
the  people  care  who  was  the  President?  What  did 
the  ma«ses  care  aboift  the  man  at  the  head  of  af- 
fairs, so  that  the  Government  was  well  wiminis- 
tereriT' 

If  this  meant  that  tbe  Democratic  party  were 
really  to  take  Mr.  Webster,  provided  he  promised 
to  administer  the  Government  well,  to  navigate 
the  ship  of  State  as  she  ought  to  be — if  it  meant 
that,  old  as  Daniel  Webster  was  in  political  sin, 
his  colleague  was  willfng  to  take  him  as  his  candi- 
date,— he  would  say  tbat  the  people  did  care  who 
was  their  President.  They  wished  to  know  a  man 
beforehand,  when  he  aspired  to  that  cfiSee.  They 
wished  to  know  everything  about  his  public  and 
private  history—yea,  his  privatt  history — beiore 
they  would  allow  him  to  be  brought  on  the  course. 


No  beardless  boy  could  reach  ^t  high  and  re- 
aponsible  post  by  the  suffrages  of  tbe  people.  It 
must  be  filled  by  men  of  high  ebaneter  and  fixed 
principles^men  known  to  the  nation  as  sni  b.  Tbe 
Democratic  party  never  bad  taken  up  a  Federal- 
ist and  placed  him  in  the  Proaidency,  and  he 
trusted  they  never  would.  When  they  did  so» 
they  would  cease  to  be  Deowcrats. 

But  his  colleague  said  he  eared  not  who  vr«s 
President;  that  he  was  bred  a  Federalist;  tbat  he 
was  a  Federalist  after  he  had  attained  his  majori- 
ty; that  he  did  not  enter  into  political  life  until  be 
was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  be  began  to 
think  for  himself,  and  renounced  his  Federalisn. 
How  many  months  elapaed  before  this  result  took 
place  he  did  not  know,  but  he  came  oat  a  bright 
and  shining  Democrat ! 

Now  he  (Mr.  G.)  never  had  doubted  Aat  a  man^ 
first  love  was  the  strongest.  "The  dog  will  retam 
to  bis  vomit,  and  the  sow  to  her  wallow.'*  [Laagh- 
ter  ]  Old  Federalists  were  not  to  be  trusted  in 
tbe  bighest  and  most  responsible  stations.  But 
gentlemen  said  that  the  Demoeratie  party  admitted 
all  who  came  Into  their  fold.  True;  he  admitted 
that  the  Democratic  church  was  catholic,  and  that 
it  asked-  all  to  come  up  to  tbe  polls  and  vote.  It 
preached  its  doctrine  to  all  the  world.  It  ezdnded 
none  from  within  its  pale.  It  invited  all  to  come 
forward  and  partake.  But  ao  man  who  had  not 
received  the  laying  en  of  bands  by  the  bishop, 
was  allowed  to  serve  at  its  altar.  [Laughter.]  And 
least  of  all  would  it  permit  an  old  priest,  toward 
tbe  end  of  his  days,  to  come  out,  doff  his  setUed 
opinions,  reaoonce  bis  Presbyierianism,  and  as- 
sume its  mitres  and  consecrated  robes.  [Laughter.] 

Yes,  the  gentleman  said  he  had  naore  leeling  on 
this  subject  than  men  in  general,  becaase  be  was 
bred  up  in  a  Federal  school.  He,  however,  became 
a  Democrat  when  he  attained  his  majority;  but  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  old  Federalists,  and  he 
would  not  eare  who  was  the  President  of  the 
United  Sates.  He  believed  he  hi^  enabled  f^s 
colleague  most  satisfactorily  to  define  his  position, 
though  he  believed  it  was  an  isolated  po>ition  in 
whi(£  be  could  neither  get  Democrat  nor  Whig  to 
join  with  him. 

Some  member  suggested  "the  guard.'* 

Mr.  GORDON  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  guard.  (3od  forbid  he  should  bnve  anything 
to  do  with  it,  or  with  "the  Captain*'  either.  He 
meant  that  he  should  never  join  the  giuurd;  but  as 
it  took  two  to  play  at  foils,  whenever  the  guard  re- 
sorted to  a  game  of  that  sort,  he  should  not  be 
backward.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  a  plain  man,  and 
when  he  spoke,  he  spoke  his  plain  honest  senti- 
ments, whether  they  pleased  or  displeased  the 
gaard  or  anybody  else. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ptfr.  Cosh- 
iKG]  dcc'ared  in  his  speech — and  gentlemen  woold 
know   who   he  meant  when   be  read  it — !hat  it 
would  not  be  for  the  political  interests  of  any  party 
to  carry  on  a  ferocious  war  against  the  Adtcinistra- 
tion  and  its  friends.    Well,  one  of  the  friends  of 
the  Alministration  was  Daniel  Webster,  and  he 
hoped  there  were  but  few  Demrcrats  on  that  floor 
or  elsewhere  that  would  cease  to  wage  war  agsiast 
Dani'l  Webster  so  locg  as  he  re roained  in  his 
present  high  and  dangerous  positior — a  positkm 
that  was^an(!erous  toTSe  principles  cvf  Democracy. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  few  traitors  or  cowards 
found  in    thfir  ranks,  who  won  d  ground  their 
arms    to    him.     But    what    was    waging    war 
against     tbe     Admioi^tratiun?      Did     it    mean 
opposition  to    tbe    exchequer?     Was    that    tbe 
meaning  of  it?    Wat  it  voting  against  a  bill  that 
might  be  brought  up  th«re,  with  a  reeominendaiioa 
from  the  While  House?    And  were  they  to  be  de- 
nounced for  voting  against  a  bill  which  had  netlber 
their  nor  tb^ir  constituents'  confidence?    Was  tbe 
voting  against  surb  a  bill  a  waging  war  againtt 
tbe  Administration?    He  should  like  to  know  what 
waging  war  against  the  Administration   meant,  if 
it  did  not  mean  that.    And  if  that  was  a  warrii^ 
against  the  Administration,  if  be  did  not  mistalD^ 
the  signs  of  the  times,  they  would  have  war;  a  var 
to  tbe  kalfe,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt ;  for  he  did 
not  believe  that  a  Government  bank,  or  aay  ex- 
chequer plan  with  power  to  issue  Government  pa- 
per as  tltecnrseflcy  qI  the  cottntry,  w«ild  any  iBore 
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meet  vith  ibdr  appf obaiion  and  iheir  friendship, 
I  ban  if  ihey  had  btoogbt  in  a  bill  to  re-iocorporale 
the  old  United  Slated  Bankj  for  a  Govetnment 
Nuik  was  far  mora  dftngproas  than  an  incorpora- 
titm  of  ittdiridoals-^for  they  had  there  the  purse 
and  the  sword  nnited— the  money  power  and  the 
political  powtr,  tnd  "the  fixed  faci'»  of  the  Consti- 
taiioa  combittcd.  The  "fixed  fact"  would  be 
foritiidable  indeed,  if  Congress  should  pas^  a  Gov- 
eminent  bank  to  transact  not  only  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Goveminent  of  this  growing  people 
bat  the  concerns  of  the  people  theoaselves.  He 
nndexstood  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Webster,  de- 
livered at  Faneoil  Hall,  that  he  approbated  this 
exclieqaer  plan— that  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  if  he 
were  not  its  anthor;  and  here,  then,  they  saw  the 
danger  of  such  men  ac  that  being  in  the  Cabinet, 
getting  the  ear  of  the  President,  and  dispensing  the 
stars  and  garters.  It  was  an  all-important  fact, 
that  be  wbo  recommended  the  exchequer  plan  to 
the  President  as  i  Government  bank— that  a  fane- 
lionary  who  through  bis  whole  Jife  had  advocated 
a  strong  consolidated  Government — who  had  even 
been  British  in  his  notions  of  a  Government — 
wbo,  when  he  could  not  get  a  national  bank, 
which  was  tenfold  more  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  and  of  tlye  country,  for  it  was  a 
mwcb  stronger  instrument  in  his  hand— was  the 
prime  miRister  lo  carry  out  his  plans  of  a  consol- 
idated Government.  Why,  when  the  sub-treasury 
was  first  brought  forward,  it  was  expressly  Charged 
that  it  was  a  Gk>vernment  bank  in  disguise j  they 
put  the  administration  then  in  power  on  the 
defensive  on  that  subject,  and  it  gave  them 
jreat  trouble  to  get  rid  of  the  charge,  and  to 
cDDTineethe  people  that  it  was  not  a  Government 
bank  in  disguise.  Thf^Democrats  denied  that  it 
was;  and  they  struck  out  everything  which  could 
fornix  a  pretence  for  such  an  accusation.  But 
now,  when  this  prime  minister  was  warm  in  his 
seat,  and  recomuieaded  this  plan  to  Congress,  if 
they  were  not  to  pass  it,  they  would  be  "earring 
with  the  Administration,**  and  would  come  in  col- 
lision with  "the  fixed  fact."  When  stMh  threats 
were  made,  and  such  consequences  were  to  follow, 
it  was  time  that  every  Democrat  should  take  his 
stand,  and  define  his  position,  if  any  doubt  hung 
over  him.  T*he  design  was  formed  to  overthrow 
the  Dcitiocratic  party  by  divisions — be  cared  not 
where  the  project  came  from;  but  the  Democrats 
would  soon  hold  their  national  con^^entlon — when 
they  would  select,  from  the  two  prominent  meix 
now  before  the  nation,  one  to  be  their  candidatf : 
and  the  Democratic  party  would  not  then  be  either 
terriHed  or  cajoled — they  would  stand  up  to  the 
rack,  fodder  or  no  fodder.  Post  offices  over  the 
country  were  to  be  used  to  buy  up  the  Democracy, 
aad  to  scatter  the  apple  of  discord  amongst  the 
party,  lo  break  it  to  pieces;  but  they  who  thus  ca!- 
colattd  to  corrupt  the  people,  must  be  steeped  to 
the  Ups  in  corruption  themselves. 

Now,  over  President  Tyler  himself  there  rested 
a  voj  strong  suspicion.    He  was  bred  up  a  Dem- 
ocrat; he  was  nurtured  in  the  true  faith,  to  which 
be  (Mr.  G.)  doubted  not  he  would  return  before 
he  died.    He  (Mr.  G.)hoped^  before  he  went  out 
o(  power,  he  would  return  to  his  first  love.   But  be 
waa  usder  strong  suspicion;  and  it  would  take  a 
great  deal  of  whitewashing,  and  a  great  deal  of  re- 
peitaaee,  and  a  great  many  good  deeds,  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  Demborats,  to  that  he  could  not 
only  enter  ihe  broad  door  of  their  church,  walk 
d»wD  its  aisle,  and  taie  his  position  in  their  pulpit. 
[Laughter]    He  might  come  to  hear  their  preach-  * 
mf;  but,, before  he  could  be  allowed  to  preach 
hi^lf,  be  bad  got  to  atone  for  all  his  political 
errors.    When  first  they  found  him,  he  was  run- 
Qiag  on  the  Gooa  ticket  as  Vice  President;  and  he 
eoofd  lelltheih  the  Democracy  did  not  like  that 
very  well,  for  many  reasons.    They  did  not  like 
him,  because  he  had  Tiicb  a  man  a^  Daniel  Web- 
ster for  his  prime,  minister — a  man  who  came  out, 
ud  denlared  oa  Long  Island,  at  a  clambake,  and 
in  Virgrnia,  beneath  an  October  sun,  and  in  thefsce 
otTtDSittians,  thathe  wasajeffersooian  Democrat— 
which  the  people  of  the  North  did  not  believe,  if  the 
Virginians  did.    And  what  next?    Why,  when  by 
lathoriiy  of  the  Consiitatiou  became  to  the  e  x- 
ccaiive  pbaifi  he  found  Daniel  Webster  his  piime 


minister,  afpoinled  by  his  immediate  predecessor; 
and  be  retained  that  man  in  power,  and  has  done 
so  ever  since — a  m^n  who  bad  been  the  means  of 
recommendiiJg  measures  to  this  Congress  that  the 
Democrats  never  did  nt)r  could  approve  of.    There 
Were  many  other  things  that  he  must  account  for, 
and  atone  for^too,  before  he  could  expeet  to  be  the 
candidate  of  the  Democracy.    But  there  was  the 
''fixed  fact,*'  and  intimations;  were  thrown  out  that 
he  was  to  be  the  c&ndidate,  nolens  volens.    But  how 
i  was  that  to  be  donel    Why,  an  outcry  was  got  up 
against  parly.    The  organs  of  the  Administration 
out  of  doors,  and  the  new-fle(^ged  friends  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  Administration  on  that  floor,  bad 
been  crying  out  against  party,  and  depreciating 
party  spirit.    And  why  this  outcry  against  party? 
Was  it  not  because  the  Administration  party  was 
not  very  respectable  in  point  of  numerical  strength, 
and  that,     by   crying   out    against   party,    they 
hoped  to  break  down  both  parlies,  that   of   the 
disjointed  materials  they  might  make  up  a  party 
for  the  Adoainistratiou?    But  what  would  be  the 
consequence  attendant  on    success?    Would  not 
the  outs  wage  war  against  the  insl    The  coun- 
try would  again  be  divided  between  two  preat  par- 
ties, and  measures  would  be  made  a  test  between 
them,  whatever  those  measures  might  be — whether 
strong  govern tfient  or  representative  government, 
consolidated  government  or  confederated  govern- 
ment. To  this  it  would  come  in  the  end.  He  could 
regard  this  outcry  against  party  only  as  evidence  of 
a  design  to  break  down  all  parties,  and  to  remodel 
a  new  one.    He  had  understood  that  this  Adminis- 
tration-took great  credit  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
Whig  party   in  the  contest  of  1842;  but  he  Was 
not  willing  to  give  the  Administration  all  the  credit 
they  a^  on  this  head.    He  knew  the  Secretary  of 
War  wrote  a  celebrated  letter  to  somebody  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  just  on  the  eve  of  the  election. 
He  knew,  also,  that  that  man  [Mr.  Spencer]  was 
not  without  sagacity.    The  Secretary  saw  that  the 
Democracy  of  the  Empire  Stale  were  aroused;  that 
they  had  returned  to  their  ^Sober  second  thought;** 
and  that  Whigery,  in  the  States  where  the  elections 
had  then  been  held,  was  swept  where  his  colleague 
wanted  lo  go — ^'^overboard;**  [laughter;]  and  to  ac- 
quire the  credit  of  that  mighty  triumph,  and  drag  the 
Democracy  in  the  tail  of  this  Administration,  the  vic- 
tory Was  claimed  as  theirs.    But  let  him  teli  that 
House  that,  instead  of  doing  them  good,  it  w%s  a 
positive  injury  lo  the  Democratic  party;  for  it  had 
lost  them  two  Bepresentatives  in  the  CSongress  of 
the  United  States.    That  letter  produced  a  prodi- 
gious action  in  the  State  of  New  York;  and  it 
awoke  the  Whigs  somewhat  from  their  apathy  and 
slumlxr;  and  he  (Mr.  G.)  declared  in  his  place  be- 
fore that  Ho\ise,  as  the  conviction  of  his  judgment, 
that  that  letter  did  them  no  good,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  positive  injury;  and  that  the  Whigs  were 
under  some  obligation  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Spencer  for  writing  and  publishing  it;  for  they 
.had  obtained  two  Represrntatives  more  in  the  next 
(ingress  than  they  wonid  have  had  without  it. 
And  it  was  very  natural  that  it  should  be  so.    So 
sudden  was  thechange,  and  so  unexpected  to  them — 
after  he  wrote  ihe  call  for  the  Whig  convention  at 
Syracuse  to  denounce  Captain  Tyler — was  his  ac- 
ceptance of  office  under  that  Administration,  that, 
when  he  wrote  and  published  his  letter  in  defence 
of  that  Administration,  a  tremendous  excitement 
was  produced,  and  energetic  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Whigs;  and,  as  a  consequence,  they  gained  two 
members  more  than  they  would  otherwise  have 
had  in  the  next  Congress. 

He  (Mr.  Gordon)  deemed  it  his  duly  to  the 
Democracy  thus  to  undeceive  the  public  mind  re- 
specting the  supposed  effect  of  that  letter.  With 
regard  to  the  ability  of  Mr.  Spencer  to  transact  the 
duiies  of  his  office  as  Secretary  of  War,  he  had  no 
doubt.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  another  man 
to  be  found  within  the  borders  of  the  United  States 
that  was  better  able  to  despatch  business  than  he 
was;  and  if  they  would  only  cbalk  out  the  business 
for  him  to  do,  he  would  labor  day  and  night  to  ac- 
complish it;  but,  as  a  political  leader,  he  was  with- 
out sasacity,  and  he  cared  not  for  the  world,  pro- 
vided he  could  gratify  bis  ambition.  He  had  brea 
long  in  office  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he 
had  belonged  to  one  party,  but  now  he  belonged 


to  another~.the  Webster  party  at  the  seat  of  lbs 
General  Government. 

Bnt  to  return.  The  President  was  a  queer  char- 
acter. He  had  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who  was 
the  true  personification  of  a  Virginia  abstraction, 
and  who,  when  he  came  into  office,  had  no  sor(  of 
qualification  for  the  office  into  which  he  came. 

He  had  no  doubt  but  that,  in  time,  observation 
ahd  experience  would  qualify  him  to  make  a  very 
good  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  provided  be  could  get 
some  of  these  large  ideas  of  a  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent navy  out  of  his  head,  and  come  down  to  what 
a  Democratic  navy  should  be.  When  we  shall 
become  the  depredator  upon  ^ther  nations,  and 
when  we  should  require  a  large  naval  force  to 
carry  on  our  schemes  of  conquest  and  plunder, 
then  Mr.  Upsher  would  become  a  very  good  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  because  he  would  be  the  most 
ultra  in  his  notions,  and  would  lead  en  our  con- 
quering squadrons  in  great  style.  But  we  are  not 
yet  prepared  to  become  a  conquering  nation — not 
yet  prepared  to  aggrandize  ourselves  hf  plunder 
and  bloodshed;  and  till  then  we  do  not  want  a  navy 
to  the  extent  of  Mr.  Upshei's  desires.  There  was 
a  time  when  Mr.  Tyler  might  have  been  almoat,  if  »  • 
not  quite,  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party.  If, 
when  he  first  came  iuto  power,  he  had  atoned  for 
running  on  the  Whig  ticket,  by  dismissing  his  cabi* 
net,  instead  of  retaining  the  worst  of  them,  and  had" 
brought  round  him  Democrats  of  tried  wortb  and 
experience;  if  he  had  recommended  Democratic 
measures  to  Congress,  and  used  the  veto  a  little 
more,  denouncing  di»tribotioo,  and  some  other 
things, — then  he  would  have  plagued  some  of  the 
Democratic  candidates  exceedingly.  The  people 
were  almost  prepared  to  take  him  up  by  acclama- 
tion, and  put  him  into  the  Democratic  pulpit  as 
their  preacher  and  leader.  Bnt  he  was  not  himself 
prepared  to  go  altogether  with  the  Democratic  par- 
ty;  he  was  pretty  mucii  in  the  predicament  of  his 
(Mr.  G's) colleague  [Mr.  Bowne,] — that  is, in  what 
General  Root  once  cjoflled  "a  state  of  betweenity.** 
Almost  everybody  kept  away  from  the  White 
Hou{e;  but  if  he  had  listened  to  4he  admonitioitt 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  dismissed  that  min- 
ister, in  whom  the  Democracy  never  can  eonfide, 
there  would  have  been  some  chadce  of  his  being 
supported  by  them.  But,  instead  of  being  dismiss- 
ed, there  that  obnoxious  minister  sat,  poisoning 
the  ear  of  that  honest  roan  who  had  not  the  firmness 
and  the  courage  to  dtrmiss  him,  and  come  out 
what  he  originally  was,  and  what  he  [Mr.  G]  had 
no  doubt  he  would  now  be  glad  to  be. 

The  Democratic  parly,  iu  their  triumphs  of  1849, 
owed  none  of  their  success  to  this  Administration 
and  their  letter-writers.  The  people  triumphed  in 
their  might.  They  had  seen  what  was  the  course 
of  the  Whig  party  while  in  the  ascendant~>thsy 
had  seen  how  little  their  practice  accorded  with 
their  professions,  and  how  ill  calculated  their 
measures  were  to  promote  the  interests  and  |)ros- 
perity  of  the  country.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party,. too,  had  been  deceived;  and  they,  coming 
back,  contributed  to  their  party *s  success. 

He  had  a  little  more  to  say  iu  regard  to  the 
speech  of  th«  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
dusHiNQ.]  The  gentleman  said  that  he  contidered 
it  as  ''very  material  that  there  should  be  a  frank 
understanding  on  those  matters;**  that  'Uhere  were 
men  in  the  Administration,  or  connected  with  the 
AdmiDisiration,  wbo,  at  a  proper  time,  might  have 
a  word  to  say.  He  did  not,  to  be  sure,  know 
whether  their  opinion  would  be  potential;  but  this 
he  fanew-^that,  of  alt  the  elements  now  in  tumultu- 
ous and  conflicting  motion  in  the  national  caldroo, 
in  the  graad  political  secthing-pot,  the  most  poten- 
tial of  all  was  the  Federal  (abvernment.** 

The  Federal  Government  was  then  in  the  grand 
political  seething-pot.  Who  put  it  therel  The 
framersof  the  Constitutidn  never  intended  that 
the  Federal  Government  should  be  put  there. 
Who,  then,  put  the  Federal  (Sovemment  in  this 
grand  caldron— this  grand  political  seeihing-pot, 
but  those  connected  with  this  Administration?  Yesi 
it  was  put  in  this  grand  caldron  by  those  who« 
when  the  time  comes  round,  will  have  a  word  to 
say;  and  he  now  saw  that  those  connected  with 
the  Administration  had  something  to  do,  as  well 
as  to  say.    An  editor  in  New  York,  (said  Mr.  G.,) 
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\rbo  has  the  public  printiDg, comes  out  and  declares 
John  Tyler  to  be  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  President,  and  William  C.  Boack  the 
candidate  for  Vice  President,  subject  to  the  nomi- 
Dation  of  a  national  convention.  We)!,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  G.,)  they  haire  come  into  onr  sect,  and  set  ap 
to  be  the  hi^h  priests  of  onr  church;  but  if  ih«y 
wait  for  the  nomination  of  a  Democratic  national 
couTention  to  declare  that  John  Tyler  and  Wil- 
liam C.  Bouck  are  the  candidates  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  they  will  have  to  wait  a  long  lime. 
Now,  the  paper  in  which  this  nomination  was 
made,  was  the  official  organ;  and,  he  took  it,  that 
what, it  did  was  by  authority;  so  it  would  seem 
that  those  around  thi9  Administration  have  some- 
thing to  do,  as  well  as  to  say.  So  far  as  Wm.  C^ 
Bouck  was  concerned,  it  was  a  foul  calumny  to  say 
that  he  had  assented  to  this  nomination.  Mr.  Bouck 
would  ^soon  go  with  h|s  [Mr.  Q.*e]  colleague  over- 
board, if  he  assented  to  it,  for  it  would  sink 
him  10  eternity.  It  was,  however,  doing  Mr. 
Bouck  great  injustice  to  suppose  that  this  noqil. 
nation  was  made  with  his  concurrence.  It  was 
glory  enough  for  him  to  have  the  adn^inistration 
•of  the  affairs  of  the  great  Stale  of  New  York  for 
two  years  to  come;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  he 
would  give  up  the  bird  he  had  in  band  for  two  in 
the  bushes.  The  glory  of  being  the  choice  of  the 
people  for  the  high  office  he  fills,  is  superior  to  the 
glory  of  running  on  the  same  ticket  as  Vice  Pres- 
ident with  John  Tyler.  He  knew  that,  in  speakiog 
as  boldly  and  frankly  as  he  bad  done,  he 
should  tread  on  the  corns  of  some  of  his  friends 
who  may  have  the  appointments  of  posimaeters  to 
attend  to  in  their  disiiicts.  He,  himself,  had  no 
influence  with  this  Administration;  and  when  ap- 
plications were  made  to  him  for  his  aid  in  getting 
the  appointments  of  pestmasters  in  his  district,  he 
turned  them  over  to  his  colleague  from  the  O.sego 
district,  who  had  more  influence  than  he  had.  His 
colleague  had  long  since  superseded  him  in  the 
office  of  getting  such  appointments  in  his  district. 
He  hoped  that  he  would  continue  in  the  good 
work,  and,  when  he  had  done,  that  he  would  re- 
turn again  to  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  sayio 
President  Tyler  that  he  gave  him  small  thanks  for 
the  favors  he  had  done  him.  The  gentleman  said 
thatsome  serious  collisions  had  taken  place  between 
the  Executive  and  Congress,  which  he  hoped  never 
would  occur  again.  He,  on  the  contrary,  hoped 
that  they  would  occur  again,  and  that  they  would 
always  occur  whenever  an  unconstitutional  bill 
should  be  presented  to  the  Executive  for  his  kig- 
nature.  He  hoped  that  every  succeeding  President 
would  veto  and  ditto  every  bank  bill  that  should 
be  sent  to  him.  He  hoped  that  he  would  o  a 
little  further,  and  veto  distribution  bills  also.  If 
this,  however,  was  intended  for  effec:^f  we  (said 
Mr.  Q  )  must  vole  for  the  exchequer — if  we  pass 
the  sub-treasury,  it  is  to  be  met  by  this  **fixed 
fact,'*  the  threat  fell  powerless  before  the  Teet  of 
the  Democracy.  He  bad  supposed  that  the  poweri 
and  the  duties  of  the  Executive  were  specified  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution. 

Here  Mr.  Q.  was  interrupted  by  the  SPEAKER, 
and  informed  that  his  hour  had  expired  J 

He  never  believed  (continuing  the  sentence)  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  pot  tb( 
Federal  Government  in  the  political  seetbing-pot. 

Mr.  McKEON  then  obtained  the  floor;  but 
yielded  it  to  Mr.  Bowms,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling him  to  make  an  explanation  in  reply  to  his 
col  eague  [Mr.  Qordon  ] 

Mr.  BOWNB  observed  that  he  was  perfectly 
well  aware  that  any  gentleman  on  that  floor  who 
would  attempt  to  answer  such  a  tirade  of  personal 
matter  as  had  fallen  from  his  colleague,  must,  for 
the  time  at  least,  lay  aside  all  self-respect;  and  he 
now  presented  himself  to  the  Hoti&e  in  that  atti- 
tude, for  a  moment.  He  was  thankful — knowing, 
as  he  did»  the  Democracy  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
the  Democracy  of  the  district  his  colleague  repre- 
sented— that  he  was  not  their  high  priest,  and  bad 
not  the  power  to  put  up  and  put  down  at  his  sove- 
reign pleasure.  He  knew  the  constituents  of  the 
gentleman;  and  it  was  through  them  that  he  had 
learned  a  fact,  that  accounted  for  his  extraordina- 
ry zeal  in  the  cause  of  Democracy;  and  he 
itvoked  (he  attention  of  his  colleague  while  he  sta- 


ted it.  Did  bis  colleague  remember  that  he  once 
entertained  the  design — not  carried  into  execution— 
of  abandoning  his  partyl  Did  he  remember  that, 
in  1840,  when  he  was  canvassing  witli  the  Demo- 
^cratic  party  (or  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  when  hi^ 
prospects  were  dim,  that  his  political  principles  sat 
so  loosely  about  him  that  he  made  overtures  to 
the  Whig  leaders  of  his  district  to  desert  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  if  he  failed  in  getting  the  nomination, 
and  become  their  candidatel  'ftis  fact  (Mr.  B. 
said)  he  had  vouched  for  by  the  affidavits  of  several 
of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  his  colleague's 
district.  Was  such  a  man  to  lecture  him,  or  other 
gentlemen,  upon  their  consistency  and  Democracy? 
Heaven  save  the  mark !  No,  sir;  I  will  despair 
when  my  Democracy  is  to  be  judged  by  his  judg- 
ment. I  have  been  too  long  known  to  my  constit- 
uents to  fear  what  he  can  say;  and  will  let  my  re- 
marks of  yesterday,  together  with  the  wilful  per- 
version of  them  by  my  colleague,  go  to  them,  for 
their  judgment  upon  them.  Let  them  go  to  them 
together;  and  let  them  say  whether  I  am  to  be 
thrown  overboard  or  not  Sir,  I  did  not  yesterday, 
and  never  did,  say  a  single  word  that  compromised 
the  principles  of  Democracy.  What  I  then  said,  I 
repeat  now;  and  that  is,  that  if  my  attachment  to 
Democratic  principles  is  to  be  measured  by  my  at- 
tachment to  men,  then  1  must  despair  of  finding 
favor;  for  it  is  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  that  principles  must  be  adhered 
to,  rather  than  men.  "Principles,  not  men,  is  their 
motto;  and  it  is  one  that  I  held  to  yesterday,  and 
still  hold  to  to-day. 

Mr.  GORDON  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks  just 
fallen  from  his  colleague.    [Cries  of  *<Qo  on."] 

Mr.  McKBON  declined  yielding  the  floor,  inas- 
much as  he  had  but  one  hour.    [**Yield  to  him.**] 

Mr.  GK)RDON  said  he  would  demand  the  floor. 
He  made  a  point  of  order.  He  claimed  the  right 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  his  colleague  as  a  privi- 
leged question.  [Laughter;tand  many  voices  "Let 
him  proceed  by  universal  consent.'^] 

After  some  uproar,  Mr.  McKEON  yielded  the 
floor. 

Mr.  QORDON  remarked,  that  the  sperch  of  liis 
colleague  [Mr.  Bowm]  was  delivered  in  pubUc, 
made  public  in  the  newspapers,  and  he  supposed 
was  public  property;  and,  as  such,  he  (Mr.  Q  )  bad 
a  right  to  comment  upon  it,  as  upon  other  speeches 
delivered  in  that  body.  He  regretted  that  his  col- 
league should  have  made  such  a  speech,  as  much 
as  he  had  no  doubt  his  colleague  now  regretted  it 
himself,  [laughter;]  but,  connected  as  he  was  with 
the  Democratic  party,  with  whom  he  had  ever 
acted,  he  had  thought  it  to  be  due  to  ihem»  at  least 
so  far  as  his  constituents  were  concerned,  to  cut 
off  all  connexion  between  them  and  the  speech  of 
his  colleague  on  yesterday. 

With  regard  to  what  his  colleague  had  said 
about  him,  although  he  (Mr.  G.)  "hated  to  speak 
about  himself,  it  was  but  fair  that  he  should  saj 
that  he  was  brought  up  a  Democrat  from  his 
youth.  His  father  had  fought  the  battles  of  his 
country  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  never  came 
here  to  Congress  to  Vg  for  a  pension  in  considera- 
tion of  his  services. 

He  repeated,  he  was  brought  up  a  Democrat, 
and  never  had  given  any  vote  whatever  which 
did  not,  in  his  opinion,  and  according  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment,  accord  with  the  principles  of  genuine 
Democracy.  As  regards  the  statement  that  hehad 
proposed  to  become  the  leader  of  the  Whig  party 
in  bis  district,  he  would  say  that  he  never  had 
aspired  to  become  the  leader  of  any  party,  but  on- 
ly a  faithful  follower  in  the  right  path.  (A  voice: 
**Candidate.'0  As  to  his  alleged  desire  to  be- 
come the  eaniidaie  of  the  Whigs,  on  which  his 
colleague  had  remarked,  he  would  say  that  his  col- 
league spoke  of  that  about  which  he  knew  noth- 
ing, and  which,  in  all  ii$  parti,  tooi  falu*  His 
colleague,  it  seemed,  had  gone  among  the  Federal- 
ist! of  his  district  to  pick  up  scandal  against  him.' 
He  supposed  his  colleague  had  long  contemplated 
making  use  of  it.  It  must  havel^n  sometime 
since  his  colleague  took  up  the  idea  of  going 
<*overboard,"  and  knowing  his  (Mr.  Q.'d)  un- 
'flinchin^  Democracy,  anticipated  a  broadside  from 
him,  and  had  prepared  himatlf  to  bring  itont  upon 


the   proper  occasion.      [Roars  of   laughter  and 
shouts.] 

Mr.  McKEON  then  took  the  floor;  but  his  first 
remarks  were  very  imperfectly  heard  abova  tba 
loud  conversation  which  was  carried  on  in  erery 
part  of  the  hall.  He  held  it  to  be  necessary  to 
meet  every  question  openly  and  fairly.  The  true 
principles  involved  in  the  contesf  now  going  on 
were  not  yet  developed.  It  was  not  a  mere  strife 
between  parties;  but  one  which  might  make  an  in- 
delible impression^  upon  the  structure  of  die 
Government.  The  country  had  seen  the  Vice 
President  called  to  the  executive  chair  by  the 
death  of  the  President,  who  came  into  power  pos- 
sessed with  all  the  emoluments  and  honors  of  office. 
The  party  which  elected  him  said  he  was  pledged 
to  support  certain  measures  and  principles.  He 
thought  otherwise;  and  was  compelled  to  use  the 
veto  power  upon  measures  introduced  and  carried 
through  Congress  by  those  who  brought  about  his 
election.  Stripped  of  all  adventitious  circum- 
stances, it  would  hereafter  be  represented  to  the 
world,  on  the  page  of  history,  by  the  nujority,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  separate  from  the  man  of 
their  choice. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  was  on  the  part  of  the 
minority.  They  had  to  determine  whether  they 
would  accept  the  patronage*  and  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility, of  the  present  Executive — luless  he 
gave  them  the  measures,  and  carried  out  the  prin- 
ciples, for  which  they  had  been  contending  erer 
since  ihe  organization  of  the  Government.  The 
majority  here  said  they  had  left  power  and  patron- 
age because  they  could  not  sustain  the  PresiideDt  in 
the  principles  which  he  was  carrying  out.  The 
(juestion,  for  the  other  party  to  determine  was, 
whether  they  were  ready  to  go  into  power  with 
the  responsibili^  of  this  Administration  upon  their 
shoulders.  For  one,  judging  from  the  conduct  of 
this  Administration,  and  speaking  in  the  spirit  of 
frankness,  he  was  unable  to  see,  either  in  its  rec- 
ommendations to  Congress,  or  in  its  dispensation  of 
power  and  patronage,  or  in  its  editorial  departmenr, 
(if  that  was  to  be  taken  into  account  as  being  by 
authority,}  on  what  principle  the  Democratic  party 
was  called  upon  to  sustain  it. 

But  it  was  said,  Would  you  wage  a  f\irioiis  war 
against  this  Administration?  He  answered.  No, 
certainly  not;  but  the  Democratic  p^rty  had  no 
favors  to  grant  to  the  Executive.  The  President 
could  command  their  support  whenever  he  was 
right  in  his  conduct.  When  the  bank  bills  were 
vetoed,  and  the  distribution  bill  defeated,  in  effect, 
by  a  quasi  veto,  they  came  up  faithfully  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  principle,  and  not  of  the  man  by  whom 
it  was  carried  out.  He  asked.  Where  was  the 
evidence  of  a  furious  opposition  carried  on  against 
this  Administration  by  the  minority  here  in  Con- 
grcfsl  As  to  what  had  been  said  about  ultras,  it 
reminded  him  of  a  remark  in  relation  to  the  zones. 
The  Democratic  and  Whig  parties  were  declared 
to  be  in  the  torrid  and  frigid  zones,  whilst 
the  Administration  was  the  only  temperate  zone 
There  were  two  principles  at  work  in  the  world, 
one  was  sustained  by  the  onward  movement  party, 
which  held  that  Gk>vemment  admitted  of  changes, 
reforms,  and  purifications;  the  other  was  advo- 
cated by  a  party  who  were  Yor  standing  where 
they  had  always  stood,  and  admitting  no  improve- 
ment or  alteration  whatever  into  the  GK>vemment 
or  its  polky.  Halfway  between  those  two  parties, 
the  Administration  desired  to  place  itself. 

Here  Mr.  McK.  was  intenupted  by  loud  cries 
of  "adjourn;^*  and  yielded  to  a  motion  made  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion;  but  the  call  was  not  sustained— only 
17  gentlemen  rising. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  5  minates  past 
3  o'clock. 

'  IN  SENATE. 
FaiDAT,  January  6,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Departs 
ment,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commiasionef 
of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  pasae/i  in  1841,  showing  what 
amount  of  money  has  been  refunded  to  the  par- 
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chasers  of  Und  in  the  Greensborough  (late  St. 
Helena)  land  district:  <mleied  to  lie  oo  the  table, 
and  be  printed.  * 

Also»  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the"  Treasury,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  lo  carry  info  effect  the  law  passed  at 
tbe  last  session)  authorising  an  ascertainment  of 
the  damages  done  the  property  of  Daniel  M. 
Haghes  and  others,  by  certain  emigrafinx  Creek 
indiaos;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Bdr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Franklin  connty. 
Pa.,  asking  Congress  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  a  petition  from 
Brooklyn,,  and  one  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
asking  Congress  to  adopt  the  exchequer  plan  rec- 
ommended by  the  Executiirf*;  which  was  ordered 
(0  lie  on  the  table,  where  the  bill  on  that  subject 
BOW  lies. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  j^int  resolution 
of  ibe  Legislature  of  Illinois,  instructing  the  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  Tote  for  a  bill  refuudiug  to  General  Jack- 
loQ  the  fine  and  costs  imposed  on  him  by  Judge 
flail,  with  interest  thereon:  ordered  to  be  piiuied 
aad  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  in- 
habitants  of  Cayoga  county,  New  York,  praying 
that  the  law  which  authorised  the  issuing  of  boun- 
ty lands  to  tbe  widows  of  ofBcers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  war,  and  which  expired  in  1839,  maybe 
renewed  and  extended  in  &uch  Aianner  as  Congress 
tbioks  proper:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CHOATB  presented  a  petition  from  B.  Ad- 
ans  &  Ca,  importing  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  asking  the  refunding  of  duties  which  were 
oferpaid  l^  ihem  on  goods  imported  under  the  act 
of  1833:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  from  Wm. 
McPherson,  who  was  a  seaman  in  tbe  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  asking  a  pension  for  cer- 
tain injuries  received  in  such  service:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Blr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  conunissioners  of  internal  improvement 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  an  extension  of 
the  time  allowed  by  law  for  laying  down  certain 
lailroad  iron  imported  for  the  use  of  tbe  railroads 
ia  that  State  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fioanee. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  Ma- 
ry Anne  Boyd,  widow  of  an  officer  who  died  in  tbe 
service  of  the  United  States,  asking  the  continu- 
ance of  tbe  pension  which  she  heretofore  received 
DBder  the  naval  pension  law  repealed  at  the  Jast 
session;  iMch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
nade  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Mary 
Forber,  the  widow  of  Pierce  Power»  for  a  pension; 
vhich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dicy;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and  the 
report  acconoipanyiiig  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petiUon  from  James 
S.  Conway,  of  Arkansas,  praying  to  be  released 
from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
tbe  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  a  balance  of 
Booey  intrusted  to  him  for  disbursement,  on  his 
paying  what  he  alleges  justly  to  be  due:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  the  vestry  and  churchwardens  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  parish  of  St, 
Philip,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  made  a  re- 
port adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
With  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bi  I  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  AJeiander  Macomb,  Robert  Jen- 
aiogs,  and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Jtmes  ^oddy,  as  sareties  of  Samuel  ChampUn,  de- 


ceased, a  paymaster  ii\  the  army  of  the  United 
States." 

Also,  reported  \yack,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  th?  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner. 
*Mr.  WOODBRIDOB,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  certain  copies  of  the  census  return 
and  compendiums  of  the  sixth  ce^isus;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIVES,  the  petition  of  John 
Good,  of  Ohio  county,  Va.|prajriag  the  payment 
to  him  of  certain  damages  sustained  by  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution,  auihonzlDg  the  Postmaster  Gkn- 
eral  to  correct  an  error  in  the  proposals,  and  to 
coBtract  anew  for  carrying  tbe  mail  from  Chicago 
to  St.  Joseph's;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Commiitte  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
regulate  enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  and  ma- 
rine corps;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill 
to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  district  court  of  the 
'United  States  at  Wheeling,  Va. 

Mr.  B.  rem^ked  tbat  as  a  court  was  soon  to  be 
held  in  Wheeling,  it  was  desirable  that  the  bill 
should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  forthwith. 
He  asked  that  it  might  be  considered  then.  There 
being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  as  incom- 
mitiee  of  tbe  whole;  and,  after  a  few  conyersational 
remarks  by  Messrs.  KING,  CRITTENDEN,  BER- 
RIEN, and  ARCHER,  <wa8  reported  lo  ihe  Senate, 
read  the  third  tioae,  and  passed. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  heretofore 
by  Mr.  Humtinoton,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration: 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet 
Roada  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  it>e  expediency  of  bo  modi* 
Tying  iheexiating  lawa.  aa  iliat  eacli  Aasiaiant  Poetraaater  Gen- 
eral shall  t>e  appointed  by  tbe  President,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
rice  and  consent  ofthe  Senate. 

Also,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  repeal  or  modify  the  law 
which  prohibits  contractors  for  the  conreyaoce  of  the  mail 
from  canying,  without  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
newspapers  other  than  those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Mr.  H.  remarked,  that  the  Assistant  Postmasters 
General  were  formerly  designated  by  law  as  clerks 
and  assistants  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  sub- 
ject to  appointment  of  the  Postmaster  General;  but 
by  a  subsequent  law,  they  were  designated  Assist- 
ant Postmasters  General,  and  made  important 
officers.  Still,  the  power  to  appoint  those  officers 
was  left  with  the  Postmaster  General.  He  main* 
tained  that  there  was  no  good  reason  why  these 
as>:istants,  who  had  become,  by  law,  important 
officeis,  and  eiercised  the  power  of  dispensing  the 
patronage  of  office — who  were,  by  law,  authorized 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  pertaining  to  the  office  of 
tbe  Postmaster  General  himself,  in  case  of  the. 
death  or  resignation  of  that  officer, — should  be  ex- 
empt from  the  usual  routine  of  appointment,  (that 
is,  of  nomination  by  the  President,  and  confirma- 
tion by  the  Senate;)  especially  so,  as  unimportant 
deputy  postmasters,  whose  salaries  ciceed  $1,000, 
are  subjected  to  tbat  mode  of  appointment.  Ue 
then  dwelt  at  great  length  on  the  second  branch  of 
tbe  resolution,  touching  the  subject  of  carrying 
newspapers  out  of  the  mails  in  the  usual  mail 
conveyances.  He  impressed  on  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  the  im* 
portance  of  the  inquiry,  whether  it  was  right 
that  tbe  inhabitants  of  citi«s,  and  those  living 
on  rapid  mail  routes,  should  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  receiving  papers  without  postage,  when  the 
same  privilege  was  not  extended  to  those  liv- 
ing in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  could  not 
be  from  the  necessity  of  the  case — the  same  facility 
for  thus  carrying  the  papers  not  existing.  He  was 
aware  that  the  Postmaster  Gkneral  had  the  power 
to  grant  the  privilege  to  a  contractor,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  to  carry 
papers  ont  of  the  mail,  provided  no  preference  was 


given  thereby  to  the  proprietor  of  one  newspaper 
over  another  in  the  same  place.  But  such  a  di»* 
cretion  and  power  was  not  in  accordance  and  con- 
sonance with  our  institutions.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed; not  because  it  was  abused,  but  because  it 
was  liable  to  abuse.  It  gave  the  Postmaster  Gkn« 
eial  a  great  power  over  tbe'fublic  press,  because  it 
gave  him  the  means  of  giving  preference  of  one  • 
newspaper  over  another;  and  the  time  might  come, 
when  it  woald  be  used  to  subserve  the  purposes  of 
party,  and  to  promote  its  ends.  The  public  inter- 
est, he  said,  did  not  demand  that  he  should  have 
the  power;  it  was  anti-republican,  liable  to  abuse, 
and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Tbe  question  was  then  pot  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  bill  (No.  40)  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons heretofore  residing  within  the  supposed  limits 
cf  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  but  by  the  late  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  lines  lihrown  into  the  territo- 
ry of  TexaSf  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BERRIEV,  chairman  of  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary,  by  whom  the  bill  had  been  reported 
to  the  Senate,  explained  that  it  was  a  bill  of  last 
session,  which  did  not  reach  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  time  to  be  acted  upon.  It  provides 
relief  for  a  class  of  parsons  who  wish  to  remove 
into  tbe  United  States  with  dieir  property,  prefer- 
ring to  remain  citizens  of  the  United  States.   • 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  suppose  any  doubt 
could  exist  of  the  right  of  such  persons  to  remove 
into  the  United  States.  They  were  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do  so 
without  any  new  law  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky;  and  cited  a  caase  in  point,  which 
happened  once  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, when  Virginia  exercised  territorial  govern- 
ment over  the  town  of  Washington,  near  Wheel- 
ing, though  it  was  subsequently  found  that  the  lo- 
cation fell  within  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania* 
An  issne  was  tried  on  the  point,  whether  slaves 
held  by  citizens  of  Virginia  in  that  towii  were  enti- 
tled to  their  freedom  in  consequence  of  long  resitlence 
in  it.  And  the  supreme  court  of  Kentucky,  bjsfore 
which  the  trial  took  place,  decided  that,  although 
the  town  was  virtually  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, yet  Virginia  having  exercised  territorial  gov- 
ernment over  it  without  interruption  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  slaves  were  the  property  of  their  mas* 
ters,  and  were  not  entitled  lo  their  freedom;  that, 
in  fact,  the  masters  were  citizens  of  Virginia,  and 
entitled  to  all  their  privileges  as  such.  He  (Mr« 
McR.)  therefore  thought  this  law  unnecessary,  as 
the  persons  who  resided  within  the  supposed  limits 
of  Arkansas  and  Loatsiana,  while  und^ir  the  terri- 
torial government  of  those  States,  are  actual  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  have  a  right  to  re- 
move into  the  limits  of  the  States  with  their  proper- 
ty, just  the  same  as  they  would  have  if  the  bound- 
ary line  of  Texas  had  been  placed  beyond  them. 

Mr.  FULTON  explained  th«t,  however  un- 
doubted their  right  might  be,  they  might  he 
subjected  to  great  annoyances  and  expenses  in 
trying  that  right;  all  of  which  could  be  avoided  by 
passing  this  act,  the  object  of  which  wto  to  remove 
all  pretexts  for  difficulty. 

Mr.  CONRAD  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  alight 
amendment.  The  bill  authorizes  those  persons  to 
bring  into  the  United  States  all  their  property. 
Now,  much  of  this  property  may  have  been  ac- 
quired since  the  boundary  line  was  determined.  It 
may  consist  of  cotton  and  slaves  since  purchased, 
and  not  entitled  to  be  brought  into  the  States  by 
any  other  citizens.  He  thought  there  should  be 
a  limitation  to  such  property  as  they  possessed  at 
the  time  the  boundary  line  was  determined. 

Mr.  SEVIER  pointed  out  how  injuriously  and 
unequally  such  a  limitation  would  act.  Female 
slaves,  having  children  immediately  after  the  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary,  or  subsequently,  would 
be  compelled  to  leave  them  in  Texas,  though 
brought  into  the  United  States  themselves.  Prop- 
erty transferred  from  one  citizen  to  another  since 
that  period,  or  received  as  inheritance,  might  be  ex- 
eluded. 

Mr.  CONRAD  had  not  thought  of  those  diffi- 
culties; his  mind  was  more  inunediately  directed 
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to  ibe  iniroductioD  cf  cotton,  the  prodace  of  Texas. 
But  if  the  friends  of  the  bill  thongbi  oo  daoger  ot 
abase  would  arise,  he  should  doc  press  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BERRI£N  asAured  the  Senate  that  the 
bill  was  "very  carefully,  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  1ind  chat  it  was  snfflciently 
guarded  and  confined  to  the  objects  and  purposes 
for  which  it  was  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  some  amendment  was 
nfcessary  to  avoid  an  inference,  which  might  be 
drawn  from  the  wording  of  the  bill,  that  those 
persons  had  ceased  to  be  citizens,  by  the  act  of  this 
Qovemment,  and  that  Congress  was,  in  this  law, 
restoring  their  citizenship.  He  denied  the  power 
of  this  GoTemment  to  take  away  the  right  of  citi- 
zenship; and  would  not,  therefore,  f  auction  any- 
thing  which  might  seem  to  imply  that  the  citizen- 
ship of  these  persons  was  in  the  slightest  degree 
impaired  or  rendered  doobtful  by  their  being 
thrown  within  the  limits  of  Texas.  To  avoid  any 
oonstrnction  of  this  naiare,  he  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, the  necessity  for  which  he  explained  at  con- 
siderable length. 

A  long  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  necessity  for 
any  amendment;  in  which  Messrs.  ALLGN,  BER- 
RIEN, CRITTENDEN,  KING,  MORBHEAD, 
McEOBBRTS,  WOODBURY,  and  BAYARD, 
took  part;  all  concurring  that  the  change  of  the 
boundary  line  did  not  impair  the  citizenship  ef  those 
persons,  and  that,  therefore,  wilhout  any  new  law, 
they  might  return  into  any  part  of  the  United  Stales, 
fully  entitled  to  the  exercise  of  their  citizenship; 
but  some  believing  that  the  same  immunity  did  not 
extend  to  their  property. 

* 

Mr.  BAYARD  suggested  that,  by  changing  a 
word,  the  difficulty  might  be  removed.  It  might 
be  expressed  that  those  persons  "returning'*  into 
th6  United  Slates  might  bring  in  their  property, 

Mr.  ALLEN  accepted  this  modification,  and 
made  his  amendment  comform  to  the  suggestion. 
He  called  for  the  y^as  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dfted. 

The  question  on  th6  amendment  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  25. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  bill,  without 
any  amendment,  provided  for  the  return  of  those 
persons,  with  all  their  propeity,  into  the  United 
States,  upon  taking  the  course  pointed  out  by  it, 
of  applying  to  the  proper  court  for  the  necessary 
aoiboriiy  to  remove  the  property  in  conformity  to 
law. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment;  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIBN,  it  was  agreed  that 
wIku  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  should  be  to  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial 
and  papers  of  Wm.  Dnvall. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants  of  slaves 
lost  in  the  Comet  and  Encomium,  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  and  paid  for  by  the  British  Gk>f  ern- 
ment,  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Inquiry  beinf:  made  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bill,  by 
Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  KING,  it  was  explained 
by  Mr.  GRAHAM  that  a  balance  of  the  indem- 
nity paid  by  the  British  Gk)vernmeni  remained  in 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  of  righ', 
it  belonged  lu  the  claimanu;  but,  owing  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  bad  been  kapt  back,  (which  was 
done  to  see  whether  any  claims  for  insurance,  dbc., 
nught  spring  op,)  the  money  could  not  be  paid  out 
without  a  special  Jaw  for  the  purpose.  This  act 
was  at  the  insianoe  of  the  department;  and  merely 
gave  to  the  owners  of  the  money  the  $7,965  which 
reoMtined  of  the  indemnity  paid  into  the  treasury 
for  the  claimants  by  Great  Britain. 

This  explanation  proving  satisfactory,  the  bill 
waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  (bill  No.  38)  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee ou  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  for  ihe 
relief  of  George  P.  Hill,  postmaster  of  New 
Orleans,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
l»bole,  and  explained  by  Mr.  CONRAD.  It  ap- 
peared by  his  statement,  that  in  1841,  in  conse- 


quence of  the  new  regulations  limiting  the  emolu- 
ments of  postmasters  to  |5,000  per  annum,  and  in 
eomequence  of  greater  expense  to  the  postmaster 
at  New  Orleans  than  other  postmasters  were  sub- 
ject to,  an  allowance  of  |800  was  made  to  him  by. 
the  department  to  meet  the  excess  of  expense. 
But  the  rent  f^om  boxes  and  commission  did  not 
pay  him  the  full  salary  and  allowance— falling 
short  about  $650.  This  hill  was  to  authorize  him 
to  refund  himself  that  amotiut  out  of  the  box  renut 
of  the  office. 

Messts.  TAPPAN  and  KING  opposed  the  bill; 
and  before  any  question  was  taken  on  it. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridit,  January  6. 1843. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  norti  ern  Pennsylvania,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  REIAP  presented  the  petition  of  384  citi- 
zens of  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Trey 
to  Athens,  in  said  oouuty. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citisens  of  Bradford 
and  Susquehanna  counties,  praying  for  a  mail 
route  from  Montrose,  in  Susqaebanna  county,  to 
Athens,  in  Bradford  county. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Reaol'9eA,  Thftt  the  Comroitlee  on  Revolatkmaiy  PenikMW 
t>e  iDatrucled  to  inqulie  into  the  ezpediaDCy  of  allowing  a|)en- 
eion  10  CathtrineGood,  widow  of  Jacob  Good,  ofPennsylrania. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  presented  tBe  memo- 
rial of  sundry  shipwrights  of  New  York,  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  dry  deck  at  that  place:  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affair*. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  TRIPLSTT  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Rmotvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnunrj  comfnunicaie 
to  iliM  Houae,  aa  early  aa  poeeibie,  tlie  number  of  ateamboata, 
and  their  tonnage,  employed  on  the  M ieeiMippi  river,  from  Jan* 
uary  1, 1811,  to  January  1,  1848,  and  then-  probable  cost  or 
value,  and  the  value  of  the  cargoea  iraneported  in  them;  the 
number  of  pereons  annually  employed  in  navigating  them,  and 
the  number  of  penona  conveyed  aa  paaiengera  in  them  for  the 
yean  aforeeaid;  the  number  and  value  of  the  ateamboata  lost 
or  materially  damaged  iaeach  of  the  aald  yeara,  and  the  caoae 
of  each  loai  or  DMUarial  injury,  and  the  loai  auftalned  by  the 
destruction  or  damage  of  the  caigoea  of  auch  boata,  with  an 
aggregate  of  the  loai  and  damaae  of  traata  and  cargoee,  dlatln- 
guldiinff  between  thoae  loat  by  Uie  boata  running  oa  aoaga,  bare, 
and  rocks,  and  those  lost  from  other  causes;  abo,  the  iiamliar 
of  livei  lost  during  the  said  tima,  making  the  same  distlaetioo. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  Mr.  T.  to  modify 
hia  resolution,  so  as  to  include  steamboats  navi- 
gating the  lakes;  which  being  assented  to»  the  reso- 
lation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day,  when 

The  SPEAKER  anaouDeed  that  the  regular 
order  of  business  would  be  the  calling  for  t^B  re- 
ports of  the  atanding  committees. 

The  oommittees  being  called  on,  the  following 
reports  were  severally  made. 

WAR  OFFICE. 

Mr.  STANLY,  (torn  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whota  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments as  relates  to  the  army,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resoKiiiont 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  Hooae  of  Representativea  what  amount 
of  appropriation  is  necssaary  for  the  erection  of  an  additional 
building  for  the  War  Depanment,  with  a  plan  of  said  build* 
ing. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Paber;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  after  being  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PENSION  AGENTS.    . 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  compensa- 
tion to  pension  agents;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  commiitee, 


to  which  bad  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pen* 
sions,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  the  bill  was 
then  carried  through  its  different  stages,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  froni  the  Committee  on  Re?- 
olmionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bHI  granting  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows  of  revolutionary  scQdiers; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Qncji  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  JAS.  COOPER  asked  leave  to  submit  the 

following  resolution: 

JHeaolved^  That  the  poslmasier  of  Ihe  House  be,  and  be 
is  hereby,  instructed  to  furnish  to  the  reporters  of  the  debates 
in  this  House  such«  quaniitv  of  sutionenr  as  may  ba  reqaired 


kapc. 

Objection  being  made- 
Mr.  C.  observed,  that  be  understood,  for  the  first 
time  this  moinitg,  that  the  reporters  had  been  far- 
nishing  their  own  stationery;  and,  as  their  reports 
were  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  public, 
he  thought  the  expense  of  their  stationery  at  least 
should  be  bcme  by  the  House.  He,  accordingly, 
moved  a  susptnsion  of  the  roles  for  the  purpose  of 
•  receiving  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  bnt  they  were  not  ordered;  and, 
On  lakinfT  the  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 
Mr.  GILMER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish 
certain  subordinate  offices  in  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order  would  be  the  unfinished  bosineas  of 
yesterday,  which  was  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowmb,]  directing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bili  to  refund 
the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans  in  1815,  by  Judge  Hall— the  question  pend- 
ing being  npon«the  motion  of  Mr.  Abnolo  to  com- 
'  mit  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  aad 
as  a  preface  to  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  inake, 
submitted  the  following  amendment: 

**Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *resolved,*  and  in- 
sert— 

"That  the  Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
has  been  referred  that  part  of  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  which  recommends  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  fine  imposed  on  C3eneral  Jack- 
sou  by  the  district  court  of  the  United^States  at 
New  Orleans,  in  March,  1815,  be  instructed  to  re- 
port within  —  days  an  amendment  to  be  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  No,  503,  now  in  Committee  ex  Ihe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  shall 
make  the  bill  conformable  to  the  recommendatiott 
of  the  President,  <  wiihotii  dnigning  cily  ft/Udim 
on  tkejuMeUd  trihutuU  whkk  impend  ihtfiu.^ 

**And  that  the  said  committee  do  further  report 
their  opinion,  whether  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  by  General  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  was  with- 
in the  competency  of  his  official  powers,  by  the  laws 
of  war,  without  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  State?;  and,  if  so,  whether  his  imprisonment 
of  Domioick  A.  Hall,  judge  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  his  arrest  and  subjection  of 
Louis  Louallier,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  a  trial  by  a  court  mar- 
tial, appointed  by  Gkneral  Jackson  himself,  wtre 
'justifiable  acts  of  martial  law,  and  not  an  abaova 
exercise  of  despotic  and  arbitrary  power. 

''And  also  their  opinion  whedier,  by  the  p«s- 
sageof  this  act,  according  to  the  recommendation 
in  the  message  of  the  President,  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress will  be  given  to  the  principle  that  those  acts 
of  General  Jackson  belong  to  that  class  of  cases  in 
which  punishment  may  well  be  restrained  within 
that  limit  which  'asserts  and  maintains  tbetu- 
thoriiy  of  the  law,  and  the  subjection  of  the  mili- 
tary to  the  civil  power.'  '• 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  ameadmeo) 
was  cot  of  order,  unless  the  gentleman  (rom  Teti* 
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Deasee  [Mr.  Armold]  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to  commit. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  wi  hdrew  his  motioD;  and  the 
imendmeDt  was  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  offered  the  amendment, 
in  order  that  the  bill,  if  passed  at  all,  should  be 
Mssed  in  the  precise  manner  recommended  by  the 
President.  In  order  to  »bow  this,  be  would  call 
attention  to  the  paragraph  in  the  message  of  the 
President: 

*'I  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  con- 
nderatlon  the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  im< 
posed  on  Qeoeral  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  acd  defence  of  that  city,  and 
paid  by  him.  Without  designing  any  reflection  on 
the  judicial  tribanal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the 
remission,  at  this  day,  may  be  regarded  as  not  un- 
jast  or  inexpedient.*^ 

His  anaendm^nt  would  have  tbe  effect  of  return- 
ing the  fine  without  reflecting  upon  the  judicial 
tribonal  by  which  it  Was  imposed.  The  President 
went  further ,iii  the  same  spirit,  and  recommended  the 
remission  of  the  fine  on  the  principle  that  the  Judge 
was  execating  faithfully  the  duties  of  his  office; 
that  the  treatment  of  him,  and  tbe  trial  of  Louallier 
by  a  court-martial  appointed  by  Gren.  Jackson, 
were  violations  of  law;  and  the  remission  of  the 
finewasamere  act  of  ol>livion,  without  impair- 
ing, but,  on  the  contrary,  confirming  tbe  propriety 
of  the  action  of  the  Judge.  The  President  said: 
'*Wiibont  designing  any  reflection  on  the  judicial 
tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the  remission,  at 
this  day,  may  be  regarded  as  not  unjust  or  inexpe- 
dient." He  hoped  the .  House  would  observe  the 
cautions  phraseology  of  this  passage.  The  Presi- 
dent did  not  say  tbat  the  remission  wonid  not  be 
unjust  or  inexpedient,  but  that  "it  may  be  so  re- 
garded.'' 

Again,  the  President  says:  <*The  voice  of  tbe 
.civil  authority  was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms, 
and  obeyed  by  those  who  held  the  sword;  thereby 
giving  additional  astro  to  a  memorable  military 
acbievement."  What  was  the  meaning  of  this? 
Tbe  voice  ef  the  civil  authority  was  heard  and 
tktfiid.  What  was  that  but  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  justice  of  the  act?  It  was  assigned 
by  the  President,  as  a  motive  for  passing  the  bill, 
that  General  Jackson  obeyed  the  judgment  of  the 
court  Farther,  the  President  said:  "It  can  hard- 
be  doubted  that  it  would  be  gratifying  to  tbe  war- 
worn veteran,  now  in  retirement  and  in  the  winter 
rf  his  days,  to  be  relieved  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  judgment  placed  him."  Certainly, 
8«  far  as  the  payment  of  money  was  cenceri^ed,  he 
had  no  donbt  that  the  remission  would  be  very 
gratifying;  but  whether  the  ** war-worn  veteran" 
was  willing  to  accept' a  donation  on  that  princi- 
ple, was  another  question. 

The  Prosident  next  proceeded  to  lay  down  a 
principle  of  extraordinary  importance;  and  the 
more  so,  because  the  President  had  recommended 
tbe  passage  of  this  bill  in  discharge  of  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  his  duty.  What  did  he  say?  'There 
are  cases  in  which  public  functionaries  may  be 
called  on  to  weigh  the  public  interest  against  their 
own  personal  hazards;  and  if  the  civil  law  be  vio- 
lated from  praiseworthy  motives,  or  an  overruling 
sense  of  public  danger  and  public  necessity,  puniiA- 
maU  may  well  be  restrained  witbin  that  limit 
which  asserts  and  maintains  the  authority  of  the 
law,  and  the  subjection  of  the  military  to  the  civil 
power."  PumihmefU—xhtil  was  the  word.  G^n. 
Jackson  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  him  for  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws.  The  punishment  was  to  be  remit'ed. 
Again:  <>The  defence  of  New  Orleans,  while  it 
Kvad  a  city  fiom  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed 
tbe  name  of  General  Jackson  among  those  of  the 
greatest  captains  of  the  age,  and  ilkisirated  one  of 
the  brightest  pages  of  our  history."  It  was,  then, 
^flie  defence  of  New  Orleans,  the  brilliant  victory 
Qi^  achieved,  and  not  the  imprisonment  of  Judge 


Hall— not  the  subjection  of  LonalUer  to  trial  by  a 
court  martial,  appointed  by  Jackson,  which  gave  a 
claim  to  the  remission  of  the  fine.  Th«  question 
was,  whether,  in  consideratibn  of  these  services, 
General  Jackson  ought  not  to  be  reUeved  from  the 
circumstancea  which  this  righteous  judgment  had 
inflicted  upon  him, 

Tbe  President  thus  concluded  the  paragraph  to 
which  be  referred:  ^ow  that  the  causes  cf  excite- 
ment existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it 
is  believed  that  tbe  remission  of  this  fine,  and 
whatever  of  gratification  that  remission  might 
cause  the  eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it, 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling 
*  and  wishes  of  the  American  people."  Now,  he 
wonld  not  deny  tbat  the  American  people  wished 
this  fine  to  be  paid  badr.  It  might  be  to.  At 
least  a  portion  of  them  wished  it— a  portion  com- 
monly called  "the  Democratic  party."  He  would 
remark  that  tbe  party  which  pushed  this  measure 
with  such  solicitude  in  the  State  Lf  gislatures  and 
In  this  body — where,  from  their  extreme  anxie'y  to 
avoid  discussion,  they  wished  to  call  the  previous 
question— had  an  additional  motive,  besides  that  of 
relieving  the  **war-worn  veteran"  from  tbe  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  righteous  judgment 
placed  him.  Much  had  been  recently  said  about 
setting  op  the  Presidency  at  auction,  as  the  prmto- 
rian  guards  once  did  in  the  Roman  empire.  He 
must  say,  if  auctioneering  was  to  elect  the 
next  President,  tbat  this  measure— not  of  Angle- 
Saxon,  Anglo-Irish,  or  Anglo-Scotch,  but  of  French 
origin,  operating  first  on  the  Legislature  of  New 
York— was  one  of  the  best  auction  schemes  that 
had  entered  into  the  campaign.  All  this  desire  of 
the  people  to  have  General  Jackson^  fine  remitted, 
was  but  a  species  of  auctioneering  for  tbe  Presi- 
dency., The  good-will  of  General  Jackson  was 
courted  by  all  tbe  divisions  oi  the  Democratic 
party.  From  the  first  proposition  of  the  measure 
in  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  to  its  late  sanc- 
tion in  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina — tbe  land 
of  the  bloody  bill — every  effort  made  in  its  behalf 
was  traceable  to  auctioneering  for  the  Presidency. 

Rumors  were  afloat — he  could  not,  of  course, 
vouch  for  their  truth — that  the  great  presidential 
question  between  the  various  divisions  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  was  to  be  ultimately  decided  by  Gen. 
Jackson  himself.  It  seemed  to  be  given  out  tbat 
he  was  to  be  the  president  of  the  national  Demo- 
cratic convention;  and  who  knew  what  tka  result 
would  be?  Such  were  the  rumors  which  were 
afloat.  From  what  tbe  House  had  seen,  it  was 
clear  that  all  the  divisions  of  the  party  were  hum- 
ble suitors  for  tbe  gocd-will  or  neutNrality  of  Gen. 
Jackson.  He  did  not  expressly  assign  tbe  para- 
graph in  the  message  of  tbe  President  to  that  pur- 
pose. Tbe  President  alone  knew  what  were  his 
motives;  and,  there.'^ore,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  say 
that  this  was  a  bid  in  tbe  great  auction,  If  it  was, 
however,  a  bid,  he  would  say  that  it  was  iK)t  a  very 
good  one.  He  thought  tbe  ** war  worn  veteran" 
would  say  that  such  a  bid  won't  do.  At  any  rate, 
he  wished  to  have  the  trial  made,  by  putting  the 
bill  in  precisely  the  same  terms  recommended  by 
the  President,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  "war- 
worn veteran"  would  take  it. 

He  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  concluding 
portion  of  bis  resolution;  and  it  was  read.  The 
House  would  perceive,  from  this,  tbat  he  proposed 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  this  would  come  under  that  class  of  ca^es 
to  which  the  President  referred  as  justifying  a 
violation  of  the  civil  law.  He  wished  the  fact  to 
be  reported  to  the  House.  Should  the  bill  pass  in 
the  form  asked  for  by  General  Jackson,  it  would, 
in  effect,  b»come  the  law  of  the  land  in  all  future 
time.  Should  it  be  passed,  it  would  be  recognii<ing 
the  right  of  a  commander  of  the  army  to  declare 
martial  law,  and  prostrate  every  rigHt  of  fhc  citi- 
zen. There  was  no  alternative  left.  The  bill  ixuast 
either  be  pass^  m  the  form  recommended  by  the 
President,  or  it  would  recogniseaviolationof  the 
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laws.  One  thing  or  the  oibec  must  be  done.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  House  wonld  consent  to 
pass  tbe  bill  in  such  a  sbapeas  to  sanction  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  commander  of  the  army  has  tbe  pow- 
er to  declaie  martial  law  by  hia  own  authority,  and 
without  instructions  from  the  Government,  and 
thus  take  away  the  privilegee,  property,  and  lives 
of  citizens  at  his  pleasnre.  Sanction  tnis,  and 
your  children  to  the  latest  day  will  be  subject  k> 
martial  law  at  the  fiat  not  only  of  the  Preddeat, 
but  of  a  commander  of  an  army.  You  must  r»- 
mit  the  fine,  and  at  the  same  time  recognise  the 
punishment,  or  do  as  General  Jackson  demands-*- 
stigmatize  the  character  of  a  dead  man  who  had 
the  courage  and  the  nerve  to  diaoharge  his  datf .  * 
This,  too,  must  be  done  when  the  judie  haa  been 
dead  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  and  no  friend  here 
to  vindicate  his  acts. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  A.,  te 
Speaker  announced  the  expiration  of  that  portion. 
of  bis  botstr  tbat  remained  over  from  yesterday. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  thought  thegen- 
tleman's  hour  was  up. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  the  question  was  a  new 
one,  an  amcndmem  having  been  oflfered,  and  the 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  bis  hour. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  teplied  that  if  a  gen- 
tleman might  thus  renew  questions,  be  might  go  oa 
to  ^ak  forever. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  designed 
not  to  enter  entirely  into  the  discussion  on  this  sub* 
ject,  but  to  address  himself  to 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose,  amidst  a  confused  noise  o£ 
voices,  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  had  the  floor. 

Blr.  ADAMS  said  he  claimed  the  benefit  of  the 
rules,  according  to  previous  practice. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  unless  there  was 
an  appeal,  he  should  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  retorted  that  the  gentleman  was 
not  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  claimtd. 
it,  acoording  to  the  practice  of  the  extra  session,  at 
*  which  one  gentleman  made  a  speech  of  two  hours* 
length  by  simply  changing  the  question  at  the  ex- 
piiation  of  his  first  hour. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  state  a  fact  in  jnsti- 
flcation  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER,  however,  went  on  to  explain 
the  case  to  which  allusion  had  been  made;  and  he  > 
was  understood  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  two 
hours'  speech  made,  as  tlie  gentleman  firom  Bfaa- 
sachusetts  had  averred;  but  when  the  gentleman 
who  bad  the  floor  got  through  his  hour,  a  new  ques- 
tion was  made,  and  the  same  gentleman  got  the 
floor  on  that  new  question.  There  was  not  a  con* 
tinuance  of  a  speech  by  a  change  of  the  question 
by  the  gentleman  on  the  floor;  and  if  it  were  d- 
lowed,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  House  that  it 
would  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  hour  rule,  and  i£ 
gentleman  might,  in  that  way,  rp^ak  a  week. 

Mr.  WISE  reminded  tbe  Chair  that,  at  the 
extra  session,  he  attempted  to  do  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Massacbuseita  now  wished  to  do;  but 
the  Speaker  overruled  him,  and  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained by  the  House. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  inquired  if,  during  the  dis- 
cussion on  tbe  bankrupt  law,  this  rule  had  not  been 
dispensed  with.  He  was  understood  to  refer  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gordow,] 
who  spoke  some  days  ago,  and  again  yesterday , 
on  that  bill.  [A  member  was  heard  to  say  that  the 
question  was  then  in  a  different  shape.]  To  bring 
-  the  question  before  the  House,  he  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  tbe  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  explained,  that  when  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Gordow]  spoke  some 
days  ago,  the  question  was  in  a  different  shape;  and 
that,  it  having  been  changed,  he  again  got  the  floor 
yesterday,  which  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
rule. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  the  gentleman   from 
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BflassaehiMelts  spoke  this  mornifeg,  under  a  n«w 
motion;  and  it  was  not  a  case  of  a  gentleman  who 
made  a  motion,  to  lengthen  his  time  to  speak. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massaehosetts  occupied  half  an  honr  yesterday, 
and  he  had  the  floor  this  mbming,  to  occnpy  the 
residue  of  his  lim^  and  therefore  he  was  not  en* 
titled  10  fnitber  time,  beeanse,  in  the  coarse  of  his 
Sjpeech,  be  sabmitted  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WimrHROP  withdrew  his  appeaL 

Mr.  a  J.  INGER80LL  then  reanmed  his 
speech,  bat  for  some  time  he  was  soarctly  aadible 
above  the  ham  of  conversation  which  preraiM 
throagh  the  hall.  He  was,  however,  inOetatood 
to  say  that  he  should  confine  himself  to  an  answer 
to  the  speech  of  the  gentlemaa  (rt^m  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  ADABfs,]  reserving  himself  for  a  future  op- 
portunity to  d'iscnss  the  matter  at  large,  when  he 
should  come  fully  an-i  fairly  before  the  House  and 
the  country;  anil  he  could  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Massach'osetts  that  he  should  treat  him  with 
all  proper  Curtesy  and  respect.  But  he  might  now 
congrafCilate  hin^  and  the  House,  that,  after  a 
mont^a^s  ineiplicable  silence,  he  had  at  length  re- 
covered his  speech;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  he 
tongratul^ted  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
on  his  retum«-he  would  i  not  say  to  the  piastorian 
guard,  or  to  any  other  guard;  for,  if  his  reading 
was  correct,  the  prsetorian  guard  not  only  put  up 
at  auction  the  Roman  empire,  but  they  sold  it  to  a 
negro — but  he  congratulated  ^im  on  his  return  to 
presidential  support.  He,  (Mr.  I ,)  however, 
would  say  that  the  presidential  message  had  not 
prompted  his  action.  And  this  he  would  say,  that, 
as  he  was  the  only  member  of  this  House  who 
stood  upon  that  floor  on  the  (th  February,  1815, 
when  the  news  of  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  ar- 
lived — and  never  could  he  fbrget  it— so  he  was 
the  author  of  the  modest  bill  on  the  table,  excul- 
pating the  judge,  and  removing  the  stain  from  one 
indiTidual,  without  communicating  any  tarnish  to 
the  other. 

As  he  was  here  in  1815,  and  was  here  now^  with 
a  heart  Ml  of  graUtude  to  Andrew  lackson— 
though,  as  he  was  reminded  on  a  Ibrtaier  occasion. 
General  Jackson  thrust  him  ftom  office,  [laughter;] 
and  tbereiore  he  (Mr.  I.)  was  under  no  obligation 
to  him— he  acted  here  with  respect  certainly  for  the 
President,  but  without  caring  what  the  President 
bad  recommended.  He  acted  because  his  immc* 
<liate  ooostituentshad  sent  here  many  petitions^  and 
.  urged  him  at  the  last  session  to  bring  the  matter 
to  the  consideration  o(  Congnes.  In  that  he  had 
motive  for  action;  and  the  House  would  do  him 
the  justice  to  observe  that,  having^  by  great  good 
fortune,  navigated  a  little  bUl  through  the  perilous 
difficulties  of  a  committee,  in  which  the  Speaker 
knew  he  was  in  a  very  humble  minority-^and 
having  presented  a  report  there,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  his  associates  on  that  committee,  (with 
^hom  he  had  enjoyed  the  most  pleaoani  personal 
intercourse,  as  be  hoped  he  should  continue  to  do,) 
and  a  gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  who  was  not  here 
this  lession,  but  Who  at  the  last  session  gave  him 
his  countenance  and  support, — ^he  repeated,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
cl^erve  that  he  had  waited  for  no  reoommeoda- 
tion  from  a  gentleman  sometimes  called  John  Ty- 
ler, sometimes  Captain  Tyler,  and  sometimes  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Statps,  signifying  that  it 
should  be  done;  but  be  had  acted  upon  those 
things  of  which  the  gentle  man  from  Massachusetts 
was  tbe  special  champion — tbe  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple— particularly  his  own  constiiufnts.  He  had 
not  even  wanted  the  promptings  of  Maj.  Davezac 
or  Captain  Anybody;  but  he  had  acted  on  that  for 
vhicb  be  hoped  he  should  have  credit,  and  that  he 
sbon'd  not  t>e  included  in  the  crnel  imputations 
and  the  unsparing  disparagement  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  this  momiog 
assailed  the  motives  of  every  gentleman  who  had 
taken  part  in  this  debate.  Under  all  the  clrcum- 
^Uinces,  in  what  he  had  said  and  done,  he  hoped 
his  motives  might  not  be  supposed  to  be  what  they 
were  not.    He  had,  however,  risen  for  the  pur- 


Tbe  SPEAKER  here,  by  the  falling  of  his  mal- 
let,  announced  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia that  the  morning  hour  had  expired* 


Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  said  he  was  called  by 
some  extraordinary  circumstances  to  go  home  to- 
morrow; and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  go  on  to- 
day, he  would  be  glad  to  do  so.  tCriesof*'Let 
him  go  on.'*] 

Tbe  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  i^uestion 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  should 
be  allowed  to  proceedl  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQtetlSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rulea^  that  he  might  be  alk)wed  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  that  mo- 
tion; on  which,  there  were  97  in  the  affirmative, 
and  70  in  the  negative.  The  motion  was  lost— 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  afterwards  said  lie  would 
remain  until  tomonow,  for  the  purpose  of  finish* 
ing  his  remarks. 

Mr.  GIDDINGH3  called  fur  the  orders  of  the  day, 
vix:  private  biljs^^ 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  resuipe 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  and  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
question  might  be  taken  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man flrom  Vermont  would  require  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays: 
and  tbey  were  ordered^  and  resulted  thus— 'yeas 
113,  nays  80;  which  was  less  than  a  majority  of 
two-thirdS)  and,  therefore,  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COWEN^  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
the  following  bills,  to  which  no  objections  were 
made,  were  severally  considered  and  laid  iside  to 
be  reported  to  thelHoUse: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  df  AiMthel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee, 
and  Samuel  Lee. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coxe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Gilson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  thft  assignees 
of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  James  McQill. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britton. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dunham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  AUspach. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  E.  Hunt  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  House. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Boyd  Reilly. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ef  Qeorge  Randall,  John  C 
Haskell,  and  B.  H.  Holmes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  l9.  Ford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  D.  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Major  Qeneral  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 
deceased. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  have  Uken  up  a 
bill  to  refund  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  had 
been  deposited  in  the  treasury,  and  which  could' 
not  be  drawn  therefrom  without  authority  of  law 
—(understood  to  have  been  deposited  there  by  Mr. 
Forsyth.) 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mes.<nrs.  OID- 
DINGS,  COWEN,  and  UNDERWOOD  psrtici- 
pated,  objection  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COWEN,  the  committee  then 
rose,  and  reported  a  number  of  bills  to  tbe  House. 

The  following  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grosied,  and  afterwards  read  a  third  time,  and 
pasved: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Baron  De  Kalb. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Lee,  Henry  Lee, 
and  Samuel  Lee. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Tuck. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Coxe. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D  Qilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of   the  heirs  er  the  as- 
signees of  the  heirs  of   Isaac  Todd  and  James 
McGUl. 
^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Daniel  Dunham. 

An  act  for  tl^  relief  of  Qavid  Al^»aph. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  R.  Hunt  and 
others* 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Conrid  House. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  OeoTfp  Randally  J.  a 
Haskell,  and  E.  H.  Holmes, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Q.  Ford. 

An' act  for  tbe  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Boyd  Reilly. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  motion  to  re* 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  oC 
the  heirs  of  Philip  Renault  was  passed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  addressed  the  House  at  •ema 
length;  and  then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FESSENDEN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


HdUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
diTuaoAV,  January  T,  1843. 

Mr.  GUSTINEpresentied  the  peUtibn  of  Gaoige 
A.  0*Brien,  for  indemnification  for  losses  sustdned 
by  his  father,  Richard  O'Brien,  Consul  Geneial  of 
the  Barbery  powers  previous  to  1800. 

Mr.  READ  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  praying  for  a  new  posl- 
route  in  said  county,  from  Elkland  to  Bftiddlebmi; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roalls. 

Bdr.  DODGE  of  Wi^nsin  presented  the  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Southport,  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  numerously  signed,  asking 
Congress  for  an  sppropriation  for  a  light-house  at 
that  town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Biiehigan. 

Mr.  SOLLERS  inlroduced  the  Hon.  CHAatn 
S.  Sbwbll,  the  successor  of  the  Hon.  Jambs  W. 
WiLLUMs,  deeeasedi  who  took  the  oath  and  his 
seat. 

Mr.  BbARDMAN  presented  a  petition  of  apor- 
tion  of  his  constituents,  praying  for  a  reduction  of 
tbe  rate  of  postage  on  letters,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  penny-postage  system. 

Mr.  HUNT  offered  the  following  resolutioB, 

which  was  agreed  tot 

Retohfid,  That  the  Committed  on .  dte  ^ost  Oftee  iud  iMk 
Roads  in^aire  into  th^  ezpediehcr  of  ofUOtliBbing,  ^Z^^*x* 
mail  imite  iMtween  tbe  villege  of  Laneingburgh  and  Scagbo* 
coke  t*oint  (in  tbe  county  of  Reoaeiaer  maa  State  of  Neir. 
York)  OD  the  Scaghticoke  and  Laoaingborgh  tampUce  road. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  the  House  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  small 
bill  to  establish  a  new  judicial  district  in  Kentucky, 
so  that  it  might  be  pa^ed. 

Objections  were  madC)  and  the  committee  wu 
not  discharged.  i  c^        -  i 

Mr.  ARNOLD  movM  that  the  Cominittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  House  bill  No.  548,  being  a  bill  to  reduce 
tbe  compensation  of  members  of  Uie  Senate  and 
House  of  Representaiires,  and  the  Delegates  from 
the  Territories,  and  to  repeal  all  other  laws  on 
that  subject;  and  that  the  same  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Objections  were  made* 

Mr.  AftNOLD  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  on  that  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  that  sUbJeet  kid 
been  bonsideri?d  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  was  not  distinctly  heard ; 
but,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CU8HING,  the 
question  was  put  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  it  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  for  tellers;  but  only  nine* 
teen  rose  in  support  of  that  call,  and  tellers  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  it  was  negatived. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  DODGE,  it  was 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Comniittee  ontheTerritoriee  be  initniet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  proridiog  by  law  for  die 
election  by  the  people  of  the^Terrtlery  of  Wiaconeui  of  eberifi, 
judges  ofprolMite,  justices  of  the  geace,  and  of  all  other  offiev 
now  elected  by  the  people  of  tbe  Territory  of  Iowa. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLES,  it  was 

Regolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ba  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  whether  the  officers  of  the  ezploiinff  c^* 
peditionhare  receired  extra  pay  for  their  serrioes}  end,  if  s^ 
to  report  specially  as  to  the  propriety  of,saneti<Mung  such  pay- 
ments, or  of  enforcing  their  repayment. 

On  Uie  motion  ef  Mr.  HENRY,  it  was 

lUtolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Prirata  Land  Claimibi 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  proprietY  of  granting  160  aciw 
of  botmty  laod  to  John  IfcObm&B,  or  Mercer  coooty,  Fs.,  t 
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•oldkr  ia  the  ]mf  war,  who  enlisted  the  1st  day  of  March,  1813, 
for  CbefMriod  of  during  the  war,  served  !n  the  corps  ofartil- 
kr7,  and  was  discharged  the  17ih  March,  1815;  and  thai  said 
committee  report  by  bili  or  otherwise. 

On  ihe  moiion  of  Mr.  McKEON,  it  was 

Re$oivtd.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  commnDtcaie  to  this  House  the  names  of  the  partiee  entitled, 
and  tbsamouhis  respectively  due,  of  the  old  funded  and  UbAind« 
eddobc  payable  ofi  preeeotation. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

i?<— faed,  That  th».  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
■aoicale  to  this  House  any  reports  In  relation  to  the  lake 
barbora  which  may  have  been  received  since  his  annual 
npmu 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHN^N  objected  to  atiy  other 
bosioesB  that  woald  interfere  with  the  regular 
Borning  basinets. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  from 
committees. 

Mr.  a  J.  INGBRSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Jadiciary,  reported  a  bill  sapplemental  to 
in  act  of  the  34th  of  May,  1828,  to  continoe  a 
copyright  to  John  Rowlett;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.-BURNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain persons  composing  the  gaard  of  marines 
of  the  late  exploring  expetiition,  nnder  Lie  at. 
Wilkez:,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

He  went  on  to  make  some  observations  on  his 
motion,  amidst  tieqaent  interrnpiions. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  BUR- 
NELL, 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  mov^d  to  lay  the  motion 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BURNELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
bat  they  were  not  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the 
question,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GORDON'S  DIGEST. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Libraiy,  reported  a  joiu irresolution  providing 
for  a  subscription  for  a  certain  number  of  Gor- 
don^ Digest;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of 
the  Union. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  GILMER,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
tntrodneed  a  bill,  on  leave,  to  abolish  tbe  offices  of 
Recorder  and  SoUcitor  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  refened  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bownb,  in  relation 
to  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans,  by  Judge  Hall;  the  question  being  upon 
tbe  amendment  offered  yesterday  i)y  Mr.  Adams, 
to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, with  certain  instructions. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  who  bad  the  floor,  con- 
tinued his  remarks  commenced  yesterday,  and 
noticed,  in  the  first  place,  an  incorrect  report  of  what 
he  then  said,  which  he  found  in  iwo  daily  papers 
of  this  city.  From  these  reports  it  would  appear 
that  he  disclaimed  the  weight  and  iDiuence  of  the 
Executive  recommendation  on  this  subject;  which 
was  incorrect.  On  tbe  contrary,  be  felt  obliged  to 
the  President  for  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  Con- 
gress. All  that  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  his 
course  had  been  taken  out  of  respect  for  his  own 
constituents,  and  in  consequence  of  petitions  on 
the  subject  presented  by  ihem;  and  that  he  did  not 
need  Executive  influence  to  induce  him  to  per- 
severe. 

He  desired  to  address  himself,  as  he  said  yester- 
day, to  what  he  considered  a  great  and  important 
principle  in  the  American  Government;  and  to  no- 
tice, also,  the  views  that  had  been  taken  in  relation 
to  this  matter  by  the  honorable  and  venera- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whose  weight 
of  character  attached  importance  to  his  ar- 
nment,  and  the  method  and  manner  in  which  be 
bad  thought  proper  to  state  those  views  to  the 
Hoase.  He  would  rather,  however,  in  tbe  first 
place,  si^mit  his  own  views  of  the  subject, 
(though  he  might  thereby  lose  what  he  desired  to 
a^  in  reply  to  tbe  honorable  gentleman,)  and  re- 


turn to  him  after  he  had  done  with  that  part  of  tbe 
subject. 

.  The  report  that  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  House,  and  the  bili  accompanying  it,  carefully 
exonerated  the  judge  who  imposed  the  fine  from 
all  censure;  and  he  endeavored  to  comply  with 
what  appeared  to  him  a  sense  of  justice  as  well  as 
of  propriety  in  presenting  the  facts  of  the  c^, 
without  casting  the  slightettt  doubt  upon  what  was 
admitted  by  all — and  that  was,  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws.  There  could  be  no  liberty  without  law; 
and  he  wished  to  be  distinctly  understood  at  dis- 
claiming everything  like  the  remotest  intention  of, 
in  any  manner,  impairing  the  obligations  of  law. 
With  these  views  he  would,  therefore,  distinctly 
say,  (without  designing  to  impugn  the  motives  of 
the  judge,)  now  that  the  matter  bad  been  forced  on 
him  by  tbe  arguments  of  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts — and  enforced,  too,  in  a  strain 
of  contumely  and  obloquy  on  the  commanding  gen* 
eral  who  was  the  subject  of  this  debate — that  the 
fine  he  sought  to  have  refunded  was  not  imposed 
by  thie  authority  of  law.  He  desired  to  meet  the 
issue  tendered  by  tbe  gentleman  before  the  Ameri- 
can peof  Ir;  and,  as  a  lawyer,  he  took  bis  stand  on 
Ihe  princrpte  that,  if  they  did  not  refund  this  mon- 
ey, the  Congress  of  the  .United  States  would  sancr 
tion  &  judicial  usurpation  infinitely  more  danger- 
ous than  martial  law  in  all  its  most  odious  cir- 
cumstances. We  have  (said  Mr.  I.)  a  pamphlet 
put  into  our  hands,  entitled  ''Martial  Law,  by  a 
Kentockian;**  the  author  of  which  he  did  not  know, 
and  of  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  speak  in  term&  of 
disrespect,  but  who,  it  seemed  to  him,  did  not  un- 
derstand the  subject  upon  which  he  wrote.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  argument  in  that  pamphlet 
was  fallacious,  the  positions  unsound,  and  the  as- 
sumptions extremely  dangerous.  He  would  read, 
from  the  third  or  fourth  column,  the  following  sen- 
tence: 

"The  General  was  arraigned  before  the  court  without  tbe  in 
tervention  of  a  jurjr,  but  according  to  law  and  uniTeraal  usage 
of  all  cotms  of  juatice,  and  ordered  to  pay  a  fine,"  Ae. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.)  I  deny  the  truth  of  the  principle 
there  laid  down,  and  consider  it  as  infinitely  more 
dangerous  than  martial  iaw,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  There  is  no  such  law,  and  I 
undertake  to  convince  this  country  of  the  truth 
of  my  assertion.  He  knew,  (Mr.  I.  continued,) 
what  the  fate  of  this  bill  was  to  be — that  it  would 
fail;  but  if  it  did  fail  on  the  prioclples  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the 
imposition  of  the  fine  on  General  Jackson  was  a 
righteous  judgment.^if  it  failed  on  the  principle 
advanced  in  the  Kentucky  pamphlet  which  be  had 
just  referred  to — then  he  would  say  that  it  failed  on 
no  principle  of  law,  but  on  priiaciples  infinitely 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  tbe  exercise  of  authority 
under  martial  law.  He  repeated  that  he  disclaim- 
ed any  intention  of  casting  imputations  on  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Judge.  He  would  cast  that  aside. 
Nay,  he  would  cast  aside  the  General  himself; 
strip  him  of  his  triumphs  and  the  laurels  he  had 
gained,  and  let  him  be  taken  as  the  vilest  malefac- 
tor, and  liable  to  punishment.  But  what  right  had 
any  judge  in  this  country  to  take  a  man  by 
his  mandate,  and,  dispensing  with  the  trial  by  jury, 
to  put  him  to  torture  to  compel  him  to  answer,  (for 
that  was  torture;)  and  if  he  did  not,  to  inflict  on 
him  a  fine  ad  libUum?  If  he  could  do  thai,  he 
might  imprison  him  as  well  as  fine;  and,  sir,  why 
not  tortuie  him?  Why  not  torture  him  to  death? 
Why  not  question  him  upon  the  rack?  It  was  all 
comprised  in  this  judicial  discretion  which  the  Ken  I 
tucky  pamphlet  talked  of.  He  challenged  al- 
the  lawyers  in  the  House  to  that  issue.  He  meant 
to  go  before  the  country  with  the  issue,  that  if 
they  did  not  give  back  this  money  to  the  General, 
which  was  thus  unlawfully  taken  from  him, 
though  he  might  have  been  a  thief,  a  murderer — 
nay,  the  vilest  criminal  in  existence — *hey  sanc- 
tioned tbe  grossest  judicial  usurpation.  The  Judge 
proceeded  in  what  Mr.  Burke  called  the  best  and 
most  authentic  absurdity  of  form  to  administer  tbe 
English  common  law  of  contempts.  But  was  Eng- 
lish common  law  the  law  of  Louisiana?  Was  Eng^ 
lish  common  law  the  law  of  the  United  States?  ' 
Would  any  lawyer  pretend  that  it  was?  The  Su- 
preme (3ourt,  in  two  cases,  which  Mr.  I.  quoted,  | 


had  decided  that  the  common  law  ia  not  the  law 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  there  was 
no  law  whatever  for  this,  which  waa  called  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maasachosetts  a  righteous  jodf- 
meni.  For  this  there  waa  no  law  whatever*  hit 
the  monstrous  principle  that  it  waa  good  for  a 
judge  to  enlarge  his  authority,  and  to  protect  his 
power. 

If  there  was  no  English  law,  then,  and  no  stamta 
law  for  this  judgment,  are  we  (said  Mr.  I.)  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  civil  law?  Are  we  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  mixture  of  the  law  of  Louisiana, 
which  is  English,  and  Spanish,  and  French! 
What  would  be  the  consequence?  Why,  martial 
law  was  part  cf  the  civil  law;  we  take  leave  of 
that  of  England;  we  are  no  longer  in  Saxon- 
dom,  but  we  are  in  the  countries  of  Romsn, 
Spanish,  and  French  jurisprudence— countries  of 
the  auto  da  Je  and  of  military  power;  and  the 
Judge  acted  under  rhe  very  law  which  the  Gen* 
eral  was  censured  for  declaring.  He  desired  (Mr* 
I.  said)  to  be  told  what  authority  this  Judge  had  ^ 
for  this  righteous  judgment.  He  knew  that  it 
was  very  easy  for  a  brother  judge,  or  a  bigoted 
lawyer,  to  make  out  a  justification  for  him;  and,  as 
applicable  to  the  readiness  <fith  which  some  of  the 
legal  profession  would  sanction  such  abuses  of  ju*  ' 
dicial  power,  be  b^ed  leave  to  quote  a  passage 
or  two  from  Mr.  Hallam,  the  best  writer  on  eon- 
stitutional  law  that  he  knew.  Mr.  I.  then  read  the 
following: 

'Time  changes  anomaly  into  system,  and  injurr  into  right; 
example  begets  custom,  and  custom  ripens  into  law;  and  the 
doubtful  precedent  of  one  generation,  becomes  the  ftindameatal 
maxim  of  another. 

"With  the  usual  bigoirv  of  lawyers  defendlnc  every  pretea* 
sion  or  abase  to  which  their  received  standards  of  authority 
l^ve  a  sanction." 

Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  I-O  that  is  what  emboldened 
the  Kec  tacky  pamphleteer  to  say  that  "the  (General 
was  arraigned  before  the  court,  without  the  intervene 
tion  of  a  jury,  but  according  to  the  univendl  tuage 
of  courts  of  jutliee,  and  ordertd  to  pay  a  fine.^* 
He  knew  that  be  was  speaking  here  In  the  prea- 
ence  of  a  great  majority  of  the  profe^on  of  which 
he  was  an  humble  member,  of  which  he  desired  to 
speak  without  disparagement;  but  guarding  against 
the  bigotry  of  a  profession  defending  every  pre- 
tension or  abuse  to  which  their  received  standarda 
of  authority  gave  sanction. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  the  moment  we  oome  to  die 

Srinciples  and  elements  of  justice,  without  what 
Ir.  Jeff^erson  called  "lubberly  law  books,**  there 
is  no  loundation  of  this  righteous  judgpMntt 
Would  it  be  endured  in  any  State  in  the 
Union?  Every  gentleman  knew  that,  in  1831, 
an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  limiting  the  pow- 
ers of  the  CO  arts  in  cases  of  contempts*,  and 
rfstricting  the  exercise  of  their  authority  in  such 
cases  to  iheir  own  officers,  attorneys,  and  wiinctteSy 
or  to  direct  obstruction  of  their  administration. 
Why,  when  this  Judge  returned  to  New  Orleans,  did 
he  not  bring  his  action  of  trespass  against  the 
commanding  general?  Wby  did  he  make  the  law 
in  his  own  case,  administer  the  law,  and  execnie 
the  law?  Are  we,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  the  Congresa  of 
the  United  States  at  this  time,  to  keep  in  our  poa^ 
session  a  fund  extorted  in  this  way?  He  wished 
to  avoid  this  question;  but  it  had  been  forced  on 
him  by  tbe  arguments  of  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massacbusettf;  and  he  met  it,  therefore, 
without  hoitation.  He  denied  that  there  vras  any 
law  to  sustain  the  Judge  in  bis  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings. He  denied  that  any  judge  bad  the  right 
to  proceed  in  this  way.  He  denied  that  there  waa 
any  statute  or  any  common  law  to  justiQf  him* 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  law  whatever,  un- 
less they  fell  into  those  codes  of  which  martial 
law  was  a  portion.  Mr.  I.  then  referred  to  the 
bills  passed  refunding  the  fines  imposed  on  Holt 
and  Lyon,  under  the  alien  and  asdition  laws,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prevailing  opinion  that  thoee  lava 
were*  unjust  and  tyrannical.  Mr.  I.,  after  a  few 
more  observationa  on  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
explained  what  he  considered  martial  law  to  be; 
premising  that  he  dissented  from  Mr.  Kendall^ 
article  in  the  Democratic  Review,  (which  bad 
been  put  into  his  hands  since  he  h^$n  to  address 
the  House,)  as  well  as  the  opiniona  of  the  gentle- 
man fh>m  Manacbasetts  on  thia  subject.  He  9J90 
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expiabMd  the  dimhiction  between  mMiial  and  mil- 
ttiry  l^w.  Marticl  law,  aocordiog  to  bis  ideaiE^ 
mk&  nothing  moie  Umn  eztreme  neeeaqjty.  A  dec- 
lamtios  of  war  aniborizea  e?6fy  species  and  con- 
Uiva&ee  of  destractioik,  as  the  ioeTita^e  means  of 
oiterior  good.  It  is  the  law  of  mere  and  sheer 
necessity,  snbstitoted  for  all  common,  enacted,  or 
jadicial  law — analogons  to  the  cases  of  self-protec- 
tion from  personal  violence,  when  life  may  be 
taken  in  self-defence,  relying  on  fotnre  jostificaiion 
by  dne  coarse  of  law.  General  Jackson  found 
himself  with  an  undisciplined  and  inferior  force 
before  a  large  army,  composed  of  well-disciplined 
veterans,  stimulated  by  the  promise  of  <*beauty  and 
booty,"  from  whom  it  was  indispensably  necessary, 
and  bis  duty,  to  save  (he  city  and  inhabitants  com- 
mitted to  bis  charge;  and  he  was,  by  the  same 
principle,  constituted  the  best,  if  not  the  only,  judge 
of  what  was  indispensably  necessary.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  proclaimed  martial  law,  assu- 
ming the  responsibility,  throwing  himself  upon  the 
justice  of  his  country  for  his  justification.  Mar- 
ti^ law,  then,  was  the  laW  of  extreme  necessity- 
such  as  would  authorize  any  individual  to  arrest, 
without  waiting  for  ih^  process  of  a  magistrate,  a 
man  who  was  about  to  commit  a  murder,  or  fire  a 
hotise. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  in  Blackstone's  Commentaries, 
aujd  in  Hale,  these  principles  would  be  found  phi- 
losophically and  satisfactorily  explained.  He  dis- 
avowed Mr.  Adams^  doctrine,  that  martial  law  is 
the  constant  attendant  of  war)  and  Mr.  Kendall's 
position,  that  martial  l*w  is  always  the  law  of  a 
camp  in  time  of  war.  He  agreed  in  the  principle 
asserted  by  Mr.  Livingston,  as  bis  opinion  was 
given  in  Mr.  KendalPs  view  of  this  subject— that 
martial  law,  distinguishable  from  military  law,  is 
the  occasional  and  temporary  application  of  ex- 
treme force  to  the  furtherance  of  a  great  belligerent 
purpose.  Gteneral  Jackson's  prockunation  of  mar- 
tial law  was  nothing  more  than  notice  that  the  state 
of  things  iu  New  Orleans  required  the  application 
of  that  absolute  power  which  dispensed  with  aU  the 
ordinary  course  of  law,  and  that  he  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  making  such  application. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  I.  asked 
a  few  minutes  longer,  to  enable  him  to  finish  what 
be  had  to  say. 

Objections  being  made,  with  cries  of  "Go  on;  go 
on"— 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
whict)  motion  prevailing- 
Mr.  INGBRSOLL  oontiniied;  and,  after  f\Mrther 
c6mmenting  on  martial  law,  and  explaining  the 
distinction  between  it  and  the  ordinary  laws 
of  war,  he  proceeded  to  express  his  regrets  at 
the  manner  and  tendency  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  this  sub- 
ject, very  dtfferent  from  the  manner  in  which  one 
^ast  Presictot  Should  speak  of  another,  nad  eon- 
tiary  to  what  Gen.  Jackson  woukl  do  under  like 
oircumstanees  as  to  Mr.  Adklms.  He  hoped  that 
he^  upon  reflection,  would  regret  many  things  that 
he  had  said,  and  would  think  that  many  parts  of  his 
npeteh  had  better  have  been  left  oneaid.  He  [Mr. 
Adams]  had  characterized  the  refunded  fine  as  a 
pension  to  a  past  President;  which  was  not  a  candid 
view  of  it.  But  suppose  it  was:  had  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  lately  voted  a  much 
tafger  pension  to  the  widow  of  another  past  Presi- 
dent? which  surely  was  a  much  stronger  case. 
Mr.  I.  had  voted  with  him  on  that  occasion,  and 
felt  no  regret  at  having  done  so,  as  he  believed  it 
was  right,  as  be  had  heard  the  late  Wm.  Lowndes 
my  that  -pensions,  when  individuated  by  act  of 
Congress,  are  not  ineonFistent  with  our  republican 
Government.  The  venerable  gentleman  from 
Mas^aehosetis  himself  is  in  fact  a  pensioned  past 
Ptvsideni,  for  he  enjoys,  by  virtue  of  that  office, 
the  franking  privilege,  which,  though  smftll  in 
amount,  is  the  same  thing  in  piindple.  After 
this,  with  an  ungenerous  fling,  denouncing  an  act 
of  justice  as  a  pension,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sacbnsetts  next  proceeded  to  speak  contemptuous iv 
of  it  as  a  donation,  which  he  (Mr,  I.)  also  emphati- 
cally denied  it  to  be 

0ir,  (said  Mr.  I.)  I  envy  the  gentleman  from 
MMsMbusistts  Ms  large  httUnmentaliiy,  first  as 
Secretary  ef  State,  and  afterwards  as  President  of 


the  United  States,  in  that  most  munificent  of  re- 
pnblioan  donations,  the  grant  to  Lafayette;  andj 
trust  that  that  venerable  gentleman  would  not 
rather  bestow  on  a  French  foreigner  than  his  own 
immediate  countryman  such  donations  as  the  re- 
wards of  inestimable  public  service. 

Lastly, and  worse  tlian  all,  the  gentleman  •spoke 
of  it  as  a  charity,  after  a  night's  reflection  on  the 
subject;  and  cobtumeliously  said  that  he  would  give 
a  farthing  of  alms  to  the  war-worn  veteran — **DaU 
dhghm  Bells«rio."  If  this  sarcastic  charity  had  been 
even  charitably  mentioned,  there  might  be  some  ex- 
cuse for  it;  but  as  it  fell  from  the  venerable  member, 
I  submit  to  his  own  sense  of  charity,  that  it  was 
an  uncharitable  sarcasm.  General  Jackson  needs 
no  charity— no  pecuniary  help;  all  he  desires  is, 
that  Congress  should  wipe  a  stain  from  his  renown- 
should  not  sufifer  him  to  go  to  posterity,  and  be 
tarnished  in  history  as  a  violator  of  law  and 
usurper  of  despotic  power.  Mr.  L  regretted,  for 
the  honor  of  the  country,  that  one  ex-President 
should  speak  in  such  terms  of  contumely  of  another. 

Mr.  L  next  referred  to  Mr.  Adams's  admirable 
vindication  of  General  Jackson  for  his  invasion  of 
Florida,  and  his  couise  with  regard  to  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister,  which  he  said  was  so  powerful  and 
luminous  an  argument  on  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
that  the  British  Government  was  satisfied,  and  con- 
vinced that,  if  we  had  not  law,  we  had  justice  on 
oor  side. 

Invading  the  Spanish  territories  without  order 
or  authority,  capturing  their  forts,  hanging  an  In- 
dian chief  witbent  the  form  of  trial,  executtag  two 
British  interlopers,  after  a  mere  form  of  trial— all 
the  high  handed,  but  justifiable  proceedings  of 
Gen.  Jackson  in  his  Seminole  campaign,  were  jus- 
tified by  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  on  the  same  plea  of 
indispensable  necessity  for  the  public  safety  which 
Mr.  I.  now  asserted  as  the  General's  justification. 
He  did  not  refer  to  this  probably  the  best  of  all 
Mr.  Adams^  state-papers,  in  order  to  infer  from 
it  inconsistency  with  that  gentleman's  present  po- 
sition, but  as  the  true  doctrine  then,  as  it  was  in 
1815.  AAer  a  few  further  observations,  Mr.  l.'s 
hour  expired. 

Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER  next  obtained  the  floor, 
but  was  precluded  from  addressing  the  House  by 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

JUDICIAL  DISTRICT  IN  KENTUCKY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  McKknitah  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  '*A  bill  to  divide  the  State  of 
Kentucky  into  two  |udicial  districts." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FIIXMORB,  ^  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  mar- 
shals and  attorneys  at  |900  per  annoai,  instead  of 
*^(he  same  as  allowed  in  other  districts." 

Mr.  FBS8ENDBN  made  an  iaeflTectnal  eflbrt 
to  have  taken  up  a  bill  to  change  the  judicial  dis- 
trict in  Maine. 

The  comiMittee  thm  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

The  amendment  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
mar^ials  and  attorneys  at  the  stated  sum  of  |300 
was  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  its  engross- 
ment. 

It  Was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FE88RNDBN  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  committee  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  judicial 
districts  of  Maine. 

-Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  that  the 
House  go  into  committee  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district 
in  Mississippi,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
passage  of  the  said  bill. 

After  some  conversation  between  various  mem* 
hers  and  the  Speaker, 

Mr.  FBS6ENDEN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whofe  generally. 

The  motion  was  not  carried. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Ren- 
ault came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  BIRDSEYE  addressed  the  Honae  atleagdi 
in  favor  Of  the  bill. 

Atfhe  reqtMstof  Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL,  ikt 
bill  was  informally  passed  over,  in  order  to  take  up 
the  following  bill,  the  objection  «made  to  whichthad 
been  withdrawn: 


'*A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  iMth 
May,  1838,  to  continue  a  copyright  to  John  Row- 
lett." 

It  was  ordered  to  its  engroaunent,  and  then  real 
a  third  time,  and  passed* 

Mr.  PARMENTER  withdrew  his  objcatiow  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  D.  Smith. 

The  discussion  of  (he  bill  for  the  relSeT  of  the 
heirs  of  Philip  Renault  was  resumed,  and  eoiitkiued 
by  Mr.  MOORE  in  favor  of,  and  Mr.  WM.  COST 
JOHNSON  against  the  claim. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  3,  Mr.  TILLINGHAST 
obtained  the  floor;  but  the  desire  for  an  adjourn- 
ment was  so  great,  that  he  was  obliged  to  yield  the 
floor. 

Amotion  for  an  adjournment  was  saade,  but 
momentarily  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  reso* 

lution,  which  was  adopted: 

Re§olved^  Tlial  the  letter  of  Jeremiah  Latins  to  J.  R.  17a- 
derwood  t>e  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Diatiict  %( Co- 
lumbia, wi(h  instruetionB  to  inquire  into  the  ezpadiaaey  of 
purctiasimf  for  the  GovermneDt  the  cloak  mentioaed  In  w6A 
letter. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  offered  the  following  res* 

oluiion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaol»edt  That  the  map  of  the  waatem  benndary  of  Jfii* 
Bouri,  made  out  bj  8eth  Lea.  aocompanTioC  tba  repeit  of 
•aid  annrey,  be  Iprinted,  proTided  the  prinUng  of  aau  map 
ahall  not  exceed  #6  per  hundred  copiee. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  attempted  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  al- 
low pay  to  su^  members  of  the  £U>use  as  might 
have  been  detained  from  its  service  by  sickne88, 
or  who  should  have  started  from  home  in  time  to 
have  reached  the  Capitol  by  the  first  Monday  in 
December,  and  were  prevented  by  snows,  floods, 
upsetting,  accidents,  and  other  impedimenta. 

The  resolution  was  Objected  to. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  gave  notice  of  his  intenHoa 
to  ask  leave,  at  the  earliest  opportuaity,  to  intro- 
duce ''a  bill  to  authoiize  the  appointment  of  a  dis* 
trict  judge  for  the  district  of  West  Tenncseee,  and 
the  northern  district  of  Mississippi.'*' 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  several  Bzecativt 
communications,  viz: 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  eaHiag  for 
information  as  to  the  practicability  of  draining  flie 
everglades  of  Florida:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  ^  Tireasury  Dep0t> 
meat,  adring  for  an  appropriation  to^carry  into  ef- 
fect the  act  of  the  9th  August,  1843,  for  the  re- 
lief  of  David  IC  Hughes,  Charles  Shipman,  and 
John  Henderson:  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  the  House  Ihea 
adjourned. 

Mr.  CROSS,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House 
adopted  on  the  subject,  referred  to  the  apptropriate 
committees  the  following  petitions,  to  wit: 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Wilson,  of  Phillips 
county,  Arkansas,  praying  the  allowance  of  a  pen- 
sion. 

The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  |of  Independence 
and  Searcy  counties,  in  said  State,  for  the  estab* 
lishment  of  a  mail  route  from  BatesviUe  to  Leba* 
non;  and 

The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Davis,  praying  indem- 
nity for  property  destroyed  by  British  soldiers  U 
the  destruction  of  the  Treasury  building  in  1814. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoiTDiT,  January  9, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  4m.  laid  before  the  Senate . 
a  communication  from  the  Pest  Oifice  Departmea^' 
transmitting  a  report  in  compliance  with  a  resola- 
tion  of  the  Senate  of  37th  July  last,  showiiw  what 
reduction  of  the  number  of  miles  on  which  post- 
ages are  now  charged,  in  the  severalcases  desiguUyd 
by  law,  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  .the  Fedfr* 
al  comage,  so  as  not  to  diminish  the  agaregltte 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  trhien  was, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  referred  to  the  Ccnpi- 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ^> 
ed  to  be  printed. 

Also,  Mid  before  the  Senate  a  lesoJttlioa  of  tha 
Lc^lative  Assembly  of  Wi  consin,   c^nceraing 
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tbe  pfSfNiel^  of  ^9k!ito|  ibe  priMBt  leseioii  of  that 
JLimmHjt  mtt<  condemning  Uie  coarse  of  tbe  Gov- 
emor  in  MfMngr  to  meet  it;  which,  on  motion  of 
BCr.  ALLKN,  wis  ordered  to  be-prined,  and  refer* 
red  to  the  Jndieiarj  Committee. 

Bfr.  CONRAD  presented  n  memorial  from  Wm. 
A.  Bradlej,  nncVotlier  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
Imbtt,  praying  that  an  aasoeiatioo  may  be  incor* 
poraled  in  Washington  city,  to  be  callMl  the  Gas- 
ligbt  Company:  nferred  to  the  Committee  on 
iHe  Diatrict  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Qfvgory  db  Co.,  aercbants,  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  indemnified  for  a  ceruin  snm 
of  money  which  was  transmitted  by  the  United 
States  mail,  and  lost  between  tbe  cities  of  New 
Orteaas  and  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Cemmittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  fromser- 
enU  nmrehanta  of  New  York,  urging  that  the 
baakmpt  law  is  nnconstitntiona),  destrnctive  of  the 
rigbls  of  tbe  creditor,  and  praying  for  its  nncondi* 
tjtonal  repeal:  referted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
dicia/y. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  praying  for  soch  a  modifica- 
lioa  of  the  tariff  of  doties  on  cottons  as  will  enable 
trade  to  be  carried  on  in  fine  cottons.  Also,  a  me- 
morial from  certain  hardware  merchants  of  the 
dty  of  New  York,  praying  soch  a  modification  of 
tbe  t^ff  of  duties  on  hardware  as  to  give  a  prop- 
er ad  Talorem  doty  on  imports  of  that  charaeter; 
which  memorials-were  r^erred  to  the  Committee 
oa  Mannfhctnres. 

Mr.  HUNTfNGTON  presented  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Norwich,  Wooster,  and  Donaldsonville, 
Conneeticat,  praying  an  appropriation  to  remove 
obstmctions  from,  and  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  ibe  Thames  river;  which  were  referred  to  the 
CoBfflittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
ifihe  United  States,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  extending  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  laying 
down  railrsad  iron  imported  free  of  doty:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  prescDled  a  memorial  from  sundry  propris* 
tors,  captains,  agents,  and  pilots  in  the  several 
tines  of  steamboats  plying  to  and  from  the  ci^  of 
New  Yark,  praying  that  the  law  requiring  aon 
rods  to  be  uaed  fore  and  aft  on  board  of  steamboats^ 
be  modUled  so  as  to  enable  hemp  to  be  used  for 
tiller  ropes,  dkc.;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  re- 
lieved from  the  penalties  incurred  under  the  law: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTOI^  it  was  order- 
ed that  the  petition  of  Charles  Larabee,  for  an  in* 
erease  of  pension,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  naotionof  Mr.  MBRRICK,  it  was  ordered  that 
lbs  menorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  tbe 
Qdorgetown  College, praying  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tkm,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CRAFTS  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Yermont,  requesting  the  Rep- 
mentatirea  and  instructing  the  Senators  from  that 
State  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  resolutions  re^pondina  to  the  resolutions 
yatsed  by  tbe  Legislature  of  Kew  York,  in  favor 
of  tbe  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  in 
fivor  of  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  letter  postage, 
sad  instructing  their  Senators  to  vote  accordingly: 
retered  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Foot  Roads. 

•  Also,  resolutions  passed  by  that  Legislature,  re* 
qiatta^  the  Representatives,  and  iostracting  their 
Dwators  from  that  State,  to  vote  for  the  extension, 
for  fife  years,  of  the  law  granting  commutation  to 
vidowsi  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
iktt  Sutte  in  favor  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
INMriet  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories. 

The  question  of  reception  was  raised;  when 
Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the 
Ulfte. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said,  if  he  understood  the  mat- 
Itr,  il  was  not  an  abolition  ptiition,  but  the  resolu* 


lion  of  the  LegtBlitiire  of  it  sovuretgn  State— Yer- 
mont; and  was  not  therefore  involved  within  the 
i«te. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  upon  the  subject  of 
abolition,  fell  under  the  operations  of  the  rule,  to 
the  same  extent  "as  abolition  potions. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  queation  of  reception  on  the  table,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  credentials  of  bis 
friend  and  colleague,  Wm.  Allbm,  who  has  been 
elected  by  tbe  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  Senator  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  a  term  of  six 
yemn  from  the  4th  of  Mareb,  1843. 

Mr.  MILLBI^  presented  a  memorial  against  tbe 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  memorial,  sicned  by  180  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  mechanics  of  Alexandria,  ask- 
ing Congvsss  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  tbe  Po- 
tomac and  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Alexandria  for 
a  period  of  ten  years:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
tbe  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Arkansas,  request- 
ing the  Representative  and  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors from  that  State  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  refund  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  and  costs  imposed  on  him 
by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FULTON  expressed  a  hope,  as  so  many 
resolutions  of  instruction  from  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  had  been  presented  on  the  subject  of  this 
fine,  (which  had  been  so  unjustly  imposed,)  that  the 
bill  would  be  speedily  acted  upon  in  tbe  Judiciary 
Committee,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally 
passed. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  resolutions  from  the  same 
bource,  in  favor  of  further  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  forts  on  the  frontiers  of  Arkansas:  refer- 
red to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  it  was  or* 
dered  that  the  petition  of  Joseph  Campeau,  in  rela- 
tion to  aolaim  to  land,  be  taken  fhnn  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  R. 
Williams,  praying  that  a  warrant  for  a  certain 
tract  of  land  may  be  patented:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Laiids. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  numer- 
ously signed  by  citi2enr  of  Richmond,  Yirginia, 
urging  that  the  bankrupt  law  was  destructive  of 
all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  and  asking 
for  its  unconditional  repeal:  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  they  do  pais 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hamfeleton; 
and 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  administrator  of 
John  Jackson. 

Also,  reported  back  from  tbe  sanie  committee, 
House  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Dexter  Hungerford,  of 
Watertown,  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitiob  of  Samuel 
Grice,  praying  for  indemnity  for  property  lost  in 
Florida;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid 
on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claim.s  made  an  adverse  report  on  tbe  pe- 
tition of  Ezekiel  Wade,  praying  remuneration  for 
property  destroyed  dnring  the  revolutionary  war; 
and  an  adverse  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Lucretia 
Haymaker,  heir-at-law  of  John  Bo  wen,  for  bounty 
land;  which  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  to  regulate  enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  and 
marine  corps. 


Mr.  CCWRAD,8ubmliicd4w  Mtowtng  rooto' 
tion,  which  lies  over  for  the  present : 

ftefofved,  Tbtt  tbe  Committee  on  MilHary  Affrin  be  Jn- 
■tracied  to  ioqoil^  Into  U)e  expediency  of  repe^Uocfo  vufib 
of^eect,eDtiued  "An  aci  respecUngibe  orgariiAaoo  of  tl^ 
uiny,  and  fbr  other  purpgees,"  Laeted  AogoBt  23,  lBf2,  u  piv 
Yldee  that  ttie  aecood  regiment  or  dra^lAAe  dial),  from  and^aAer 
tbe  4ili<lay  of  March negct,  be  coprerted  into  a  raglmeou^r 
rttemen.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDQE,  it  was 

iZatp^ne^  Tliattlie  ^ecreiiu^^f  War  b^^irected  to  com* 
n[iunlcaie  to  the  Senate  aucb  iniormattpn  u  may  be  in  the  |>q»< 
eeailon  of  the  War  Department,  not  heretofore  communicated, 
relatiTe  te  any  exieiiog  impedim«at  (o  (be  conveniem  na^iga- 
tion  of  lake  Su  Clair,  and  relative  to  i)ie  eufflciencjr  of  tqe 
barbora,  and  safety  of  tbe  commerce,  on  the  upper  laKea. 

Mr.  CRITTENPEN,  from  the  Goininittee  o^ 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  ainendiment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  Hou;^ 
bill  enticed  '*An  act  for  the  payment  of  seyeii 
companies  of  Geoigia  militia  for  services  rendered 
in  tbe  yean  1840  and  1841." 

Also,  reported  baclt,  from  the  same  09mff[tlee» 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  lecommendatioh 
that  it  do  not  paA,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thom- 
as Copeland. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 

,  tion;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

JU$olved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
the  Senate  wlgr  the  appropriation  mi^e  by  Coogrese,  at  the 
laat  seasion,  fbr  Fbrt  LlrUiKBtoD,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  haa 
been  withheld  frora  tlM  officer  superintending  the  conacnicUoo 
of  that  work;  and,  alao,  by  rirtne  of  what  law,  or  by  whose  an* 
thoritT,  aald  appropriation  was  withheld;  and  whether  the  ap- 
propimtlon  has  been  expended  on  any  of  the  military  defeocea 
of  toe  country:  and,  alao,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  wbMiher 
the  comnletlon  of  Fort  LiTingston  is  not  indispenaably  oecea. 
sary  to  the  military  defence  oT  New  Orleans.  « 

Mr.  CRITTEND^T,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs, reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass» 
the  bill  to  refund  tbe  balances  due  Massachusetts 
for  disbursements  dunni^  the  late  war. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dr.  E. 
Worrell,  late  assistant  surgeon  in  tbe  army  of  the 
tbe  United  States,  praying  to  be  restored  to  bis 
late  rank  in  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 

JReso{«6c{,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in^ 
structed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap  medlmng  the 
existing  laws,  tbat  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Btatfes  for 
the  diatrict  of  Connecticut  ahall  be  held  oo  the  third  Tuesday 
of  September  and  the  fourth  Tueaday  in  April,  in  each  year,  in- 
stead of  the  time  noiqr  provided  by  law. 

Several  adverse  reports  from  committees  were 
then  taken  up  and  conctirred  in. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  claimants  to  the  indemnity  received  from  tbe 
British  Qovemment  for  slaves  taken  from  on 
board  of  the  brigs  Comet  and  Eocomium,  at  Nas- 
sau, New  Providence,**  was  read  the  third  tinae 
and  passed. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  residing  within  the  reputed  limits  of  the 
States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and  beyond  tbe 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  tbe 
Republic  of  Texas,  as  esublished  by  ihe  commis- 
sioners appointed  for  that  purpose,*' was  read  the 
thtid  time  and  pa^ed. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LiiiM*s  bill  for  tbe  occupation  and  ssttle* 
ment  of  tbe  Territory  of  Oregon,  came  up  as  the 
postponed  business  of  last  week,  appointed  for  fur* 
Uier  consideration  on  this  day. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  what  was  the  pend- 
ing question. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  'on  the  passage  of  the 
bill.    It  had  been  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  obrerved  that  he  bad  been 
greatly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, who  introduced  the  bill,  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention that  its  provisions  should  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  our  treaties  with  Great  Btitain.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  time  to  compare 
these  provisions,  and  to  satisfy  himself  that  they 
did  not  eotflict,  that  he  bad  asked  a  postponement 
of  ibe  bill  to  this  day.  He  bad  since  examined  both 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  and  of  tbe  treaties  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  Northwest  Territory;  and  the  result 
of  his  investigation  was,  that  there  was  one  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  which  would  conflict  with  tbe  ex- 
isting treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  tbit 
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fetj  territory.  He  alluded  to  the  provision  grant 
iag  lands  to  settlers,  whieb  be  read  from  the  bill. 
To  show  in  what  respect  this  eonilicted  with  the 
treaty,  be  should  first  take  a  review  of  the  grounds 
on  which  both  countries  lay  claim  to  the  territory, 
and  then  the  provisions  of  the  adjostment  by 
treaty,  wbicb  must  govern  the  action  of  both. 

Here  Mr.  C.  made  a  clear  and  precise  statement 
of  the  three  grounds  upon  which  the  United  States 
Qovemment  sustains  its  title:  first,  of  discovery  by 
Captain  Gray  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  then  bj  Lewis  and  Clark  of  its  sources;  neit, 
by  its  transferred  right  to  the  Spanish  title  to  the 
northwest  coast;  and,  thirdly,  to  the  transferred  ti- 
tle and  claims  of  France,  through  its  extension  of  the 
Louisiana  territory.  He  alsostated  the  grounds  upon 
which  England  based  her  claim?,  which  were  two: 
first,  nnder  the  treaty  with  Spain,  in  1790;  and 
next,  with  regard  to  the  Colombia  river,  by  pri- 
ority ofx  discovery  of  the  country  tributary  to  that 
river.  These  conflicting  claims  ha(}  been  the  subj  'ct 
of  negotiation,  and  by  the  treaty  of  1818  it  was 
agreed  between  Qreat  Britain  and  thetjnited  States 
that  the  territory  should  be  open  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  citizens  of  the  United  States /or 
ten  >ears.  In  1837  the  treaty  was  renewed,  leav- 
ing it  optional  with  either  conntry  (o  discontinue  its 
obligations  upon  giving  the  other  a  year's  notice. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  British  Government  mere« 
ly  claimed  for  its  subjects  the  equal  right  of  settle- 
ment and  occupation  ef  the  territory  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States;  and  the  Governmeot  of 
the  United  Slates  insisted  on  its  exclusive  right 
of  occupation,  settlement^  and  jarisdiction.  He 
also  deduced,  from  the  review  of  the  whole  case, 
that  any  provision  of  this  bill  undertaking  to  se« 
cure  to  a  settler  any  part  of  land  which  he  should 
occnpy  for  five  yeart,  would  be  in  conflict  with  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  treaty.  For  this  reason, 
aiid  also  for  another  reason — namely,  that  it  might 
be  nectary  to  investigate  whether  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  proptised  to  extend  jori»)i6tion  over  the 
territory  is  reconcilable  with '  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the  British 
povemmeat  as  exemplified  in  its  acts  of  Parlia- 
meat— he  ihooght  it  desirable  the  bill  should  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationp. 

Mr.  LINN  tepUed,  acknowledging  that  the  Sen- 
ta^r  from  South  Carolina  had  correctly  stated  the 
claims  of  the  two  Governments,  and  the  position 
in  which  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of 
18|8,  renewed  in  1837,  and  requiiing  one  year^ 
no  ^ce  of  discontinuance.  He  denied,  however, 
tha  t  the  Senator's  deductions  were  correct — first, 
that  the  promise  of  this  bill  to  make  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  settlers,  was  in  conflict  with  the  treaty; 
and,  next,  that  there  could  be  aoy  qaestion  of  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  extend  our  jurisdic- 
tion over  our  citizens  residing  in  the  territory.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  emigration,  by 
an  assurance  to  those  emigrating  that  (bey  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  lawc, 
and  the  security  of  their  settlements.  Without 
these  encouragements,  there  would  be  no  emigra- 
tion of  our  citizens,  and  England  would  be  left  to 
occupy  the  whole  country,  through  the  agency  of 
her  Hudson's  Bay  Compaay.  Through  that  agen- 
cy, she  was  daily  settling  down  her  subjects — ta- 
king possession  of,  and  occupying  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  choice&t  portions  of  the  territory. 

Through  the  same  agency,  &be  had  extended  to 
those  settlers  the  protection  of  the  British  laws. 
We  asked,  by  this  bill,  to  do  nothing  more  than 
Great  Britain  had  done.  If  she  interpreted  the 
treaty  to  her  advantage,  we  surely  are  entitled  to 
make  use  of  her  interpretation  to  our  advantage. 
But  he  did  not  want  either  the  example  or  dicta- 
^n  of  Great  Britain  in  this  matter.  He  took 
ground  npon  the  indefeasible  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  territory,  and  to  our  indisputable  righ: 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to 
onr  citizens  within  our  territory. 

Mr.  CHOATE  was  sorry  that  he  was  obliged  to 
concur  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that 
there  was  one  objection  fatal  to  the  provision  in 
the  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  settlers.  He 
said  soinr;  because  he  was  entirely  favorable  to  the 
bill  itself,  and  approyed  of  the  objects  and  purposes 


proposed  by  it.  On  due  examinaUon  of  the  exist- 
ing treaty,  he  was  constrained  to  say  that,  to  grant 
away,  or  to  secure  a  settlement,  (which  amounted  to 
the  same  thing,)  would  be  to  exercise  an  ownership, 
contrary  to  &e  spirit  of  the  treaty,  according  to 
which  every  portion  of  the  tecritOry  is  to  be  left 
open  to  the  citizens  of  both  Governments.  The 
obligation  not  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion or  ownership  by  either  party,  was  implied 
in  the  obligation  to  leave  the  country  free  and 
open  to  the  mutual  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  both.  There  was  nothing 
in  this  view  of  the  treaty  conflicting  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  British  laws  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  residing  in  the  territory;  nor  would  there  be 
in  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  the  same  manner,  over  onr 
citizens  residing  there.  There  would  be  mu- 
tual jurisdiction;  but  mutual  occupation  could  not 
be  reconciled  with  an  undertaking  on  our  part  to 
secure  locations  to  our  settlers. 

Mr.  LINN  observed,  that  Congress  had,  at  all 
events,  made  some  progress  in  this  matter.  It  was 
now  admitted  in  Congress  that  there  may  be  mu' 
tual  occupation  and  jurisdiction,  without  cause  of 
ofienee  to  Great  Britain.  As  jjlreat  Britain  had 
extended  her  lavs  over  the  territory,  fo  may  we  ex- 
tend oui^.  As  she  had  built  forts  and  made  settle- 
ments, so  may  we.  She  is  either  to  set  us  tbe  ex- 
'  ample,  or  dictate  to  us  what  we  may  do.  Now,  he 
would  pay  no  regard  to  the  dictation  of  Great  Brit^ 
aio.  He  maintained  our  right  to  the  territory  over 
which  we  propose  to  extend  onr  jurisdiction  and 
our  population,  and  it  was  on  this  right  he  based 
the  present  bill.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  con- 
flict with  any  obligation  of  the  United  States. 

Here  Mr.  L.  extended  his  remarks,  in  reply  to 
portions  of  the  observations  made  by  the  Senators 
irom  Souih  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  only 
glanced  at  above. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  followed,  in  an  argument  of 
much  point,  which  showed  the  indisputable  nature 
of  our  claim  to  the  territory,  and  our  unequivocal 
right  to  pass  a  bill  with  the  provisions  which  this 
bill  contains. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CHOATE 
and  HENDERSON, 

Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  an  amendment,  which 
he  ihoui^ht  wou^d  remove  all  difficulty.  It  was,  in 
efiTect,  that  the  provision  of  a  grant  of  lands,  as  ex- 
pressed in  tbe  bill,  should  be  changed  so  as  to  read, 
that  any  person  occupying  a  setilement  in  the  ter- 
ritory for  five  years  should  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption right,  as  against  the  United  States,  for  640 
acres  of  land;  and  so  for  the  share  of  the  wife  of 
a  settler  and  each  child  tor  160  acres. 

Mr.  CHOATE  suggested  that  the  amendment 
might  be  printed,  and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  postponed  till  to  morrow. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  amendment  could 
be  adopted  by  unanimous  consent — which  it  would 
require,  as  the  bill  was  otherwise  past  the  stage  for 
amendmrnt. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that,  as  tbe  modiaca- 
tion  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr, 
Bitard]  required  unanimeus  consent  for  its  ad- 
mission into  the  bill,  he,  for  one,  must  object  to  it; 
because,  if  admitted,  the  amendment  would,  in  his 
mim^  be  an  admission  of  some  doubt  as  to  our 
title  i(f  the  territory.  He  was  not  prepared  to  sane, 
tion  any  thing  that  could  bear  that  construction,  be 
lieving  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  was  clear. 
Mr  C.  de.sired  to  say  a  few  words  farther;  but,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  yielded  the  flw)r 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment;  wishing  it,  at  the 
same  time,  to  bs  understood  that  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  as  he  only  wanted  a  few  minute» 
to  express  what  be.  had  to  say. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjonmed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  January  9, 1843. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  a  petition  from  75  men 
and  35  women,  from  Yates  county.  New  York, 
in  favcr  of  a  repeal  of  the  present  law  in  reference 
to  a  recapture  of  slaves,  d^c. 

Mr.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  New  York, 
of  75  men  and  35  women,  against  the  admission  ot 
Texas  into  the  Union. 


Mr.  UUBARD  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dixon,  for  an  invalid  pension;  which  was,  tinder 
tbe  rule,  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  the  petition  of 
tbe  citizens  of  the  town  of  Madison,  the  seat  of 
leovernment  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  a^ 
iog  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  t{ 
tbe  town  of  Milwaukie,  in  said  Territory. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Jamesville,  Rock  county,  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor 
at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said 
Territory. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  chizens  of  tbe  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  that 
town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

EXTRA  PAY. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  by  general  consent,  submitted  the 

following  resolution;  which  was  considered  and 

adopted  t 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  intnicted  to 
allow  the  pay  of  all  such  memt>ers  ofihfi  House  as  may  have 
been  unavoidably  detained  on  their  way  to  the  seat  nf  OoTcra* 
ment  at  the  commencement  of  this  eession  by  tKe  Btorau^  and 
closing  of  the  rivers  by  ice,  which  occurred  about  that  time; 
or  who  were  detalne/l  by  beinf  injured  by  accidcni;  iher  hav. 
ing  left  their  respective  places  of  atxide  a  sufRcieni  time  to 
have  reached  the  capital  in  time  to  have  talcea  their  aealsoo  the 
first  day  of  the  session. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  give  notice  to  the  House 
that  to-morrow  he  should  present  for  their  con- 
sideration the  charges  upon  which  he  expected  to 
found  an  impeachment  against  the  acting  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  on  the  sobject  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  appropri- 
ately referred. 

PLAN  OF  THE  EXCHEClUER. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  on  leave,  made  a  report  from 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  plan  of 

an  excheqaer  presented  by  the   Secretary  of  tbe 

Treasury,  and  recommended  by  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  concluding  with  the  following 

resolution,  which  Mr.  F.  said  was  nnanimonaly 

adopted: 

Resolved,  TThat  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  preflented  to  Con- 
gress bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  last  eeseioo,  aod 
entitled  "A  hill  amendatory  of  the  several  acta  establiibuig  the 
Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  a^ked  leave,  and  presented 
a  report  on  the  same  subject,  from  (he  minority  of 
the  committee,  concluding  with  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  »aid  he  was  instructed  by  them  to 
offer: 

And  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  lull  regulating  the  collection,  safekeeping,  trane* 
fer,  and  disbur^ntcnt  ol  the  public  mon6y,  in  sucn  a  manner 
as  shall,  as  far  as  poseible,  substitute  provisions  of  law  foreZ' 
ecbiive  discretion  in  the  management  of  the  finances,  shall  pre* 
vent  the  moneys  of  the  people  from  being  used  fot  purposes  of 
private  speculation  and  emolument,  and  shall  render  the  Gov- 
ernment independeDt  of  the  agency  and  influence  of  moneyed 
corporations. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  move  the  printing  of  ihe  report,  and 
he  would  include  in  his  motion  the  report  and 
amendment  of  the  minority.  He  would  farther 
move  ifcat  10,000  copies  of  both  reports  be  printed, 
and  that  they  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  I  he  day  for,  this  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  CUdHING  understood  this  to  be  an 
argumen'ative  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, containing  nothing  bat  a  negative  prop. 
otition,  while  the  report  of  the  minority  pro- 
posed some  definite  aciionon  tbe  part  of  the  House. 
He  therefore  moved  that  (he  whole  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  ihe  Union,  which  already  had  a  biU  before  them 
in  relation  ?o  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
tended to  bring  forward  any  bill  or  plan  this  ses- 
sion on  the  subject  of  the  currency.  He  under- 
8tec;d  this  to  be  a  negative  proposition— that  the 
commit'ee  weald  not  bring  forward  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory;  and  he  now  wished  to 
know  whether  they  intended  to  bring  forward  any 
plan  of  thi-ir  own. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  tbe  gentlemai| 
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waieeweei  la  wfyosjng  that  Um  rwolvtioii  of  the 
OoBiaitlee  of  Wajrs  aod  Means  was  a  negaUve 
propoeitioii.  The  eommittet  passed  odIj  on  the 
sabjeet  that  was  presented  to  ibem.  It  wonid  be 
pmeived,  however,  that  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  offered  an  amendment,  instmcting  the 
committee  to  brinf  forward  a  bill — he  supposed  the 
snb-tmsary— -and  a  snbstantiTe  proposition  would, 
therefore,  be  before  the  Honse  when  the  subject 
eame  op.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman's  qnestion, 
be  wotild  say  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  bring  forward  any  b>l),  unless 
iastnieled  by  the  Honse.  He  hoped  the  propoei- 
tioB  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts,  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  be 
eofered  op  by  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, wonld  not  prerail;  as  it  would  depri?e  the 
Hoitse  of  giving  its  opinion,  by  a  direct  vote  on  the 
pH>po8ition  which  came  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
hmary,  recommended  by  the  EzecutlTc. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  in  reply,  contended  that  it  was 
expected  by  the  House  that  the  committee  should 
make  a  leport  containing  a  plan  for  the  safekeep- 
ing and  ditbnraement  of  the  public  money,  as  well 
as  a  plan  of  currency;  and  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  make  sneh  a  report.  Now,  the  report  was  not 
merely  a  negative  report,  but  a  very  particular 
kisd  of  negatiTe  report.  What  did  it  sayl  Why, 
simply  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  this  par- 
ticular plan.  Had  the  committee,  then,  discharged 
their  dnty  to  the  Hoosel  Had  they  investigated 
this  broad  sabjeet,  that  was  committed  to  them,  in 
all  its  partfc?  Had  they  met  the  expectations  of 
the  country)  Or  had  they  met  only  the  limited 
question  of  how  the  revenue  was  to  be  kept?  Com- 
pare the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  same 
committee.  The  minority  saw  the  dnty  they  had 
to  ptTform — that  it  was  to  consider  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  in  all  its  parts;  and  they  performed  it 
-"-presenting  a  substantial  proposition  for  the  con- 
ttdieration  of  the  House.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  hoped  the  reference  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject would  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
-—where  a  bill  in  relation  to  it  was  already  pend- 
ing. 

How  were  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  to 
bekepti  In  what  form  were  they  to  be  deposited? 
And  under  what  instructions,  and  with  what  lim- 
itations) None  of  these  was  presented  by  the  act 
of  1779;  but,  in  the  absence  of  the  act  of  the  last 
Congress,  called  the  independent  treasury  act,  and 
of  the  other  act  which  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion, they  were  left  to  stand  on  the  discretion  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SYBRSTT  roee  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the 
whole  merits  of  the  finaaces  of  the  country  were 
IB  order  for  discussion. ' 

Mr.  CUSHING  insisted  that  he  was  right;  but 
if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  thought  he  was 
wrong,  let  him  put  bis  point  of  order  into  writing. 
But  £e  gentleman  from  Vermont  assumed  what 
was  not  true;  for  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  stating  the 
whole  question. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  as  was  understood, 
to  mtimaie  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  not  oat  of  order. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  retnmed.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  majority  of  the  conimittee  were  right  in 
the  view  they  had  taken  of  the  subject,  and  that  it 
was  the  daty  of  the  majority  not  merely  to  bring 
into  the  Honse  a  proposition  to  negative  a  bill- 
that  was  not  the  duty  assigned  to  them — their  dnty 
was  larger  and  higher;  it  was  to  present  to  the 
House  a  measure«->a  measttre  which  the  interests 
of  the  Government  demanded,  and  a  measure 
whkh  the  country  calls  for  at  the  hands  of  this 
Coagresi.  This  they  had  not  attempted  to  do.  He 
would  not  say  that  they  had  neglected  their  duty; 
bat  they  had  not  performed  the  duty  enjoined  by 
ikat  Housed  What,  then,  was  the  proposition,  and 
the  object  of  the  proposition,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
ttenan  fiom  New  York?  There  they  hai  a  far- 
ther development  of  the  pnrpoees  entertained  by 
thar  committee.  The  gentleman  objected  to  go 
m  Oomauttee  of  the  Whole  on  that  report— and 


wh>?  Why,  that  if  they  did,  that  negative  resolu- 
tion would  be  overlaid.  How?  By  legislation  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  Well,  was  not  that  what 
they  were  bound  to  do?  Were  they  to  spend  their 
lime  in  discussing  abstract  propositions?  What 
was  to  be  gained  by  retaining  that  negative  resolu- 
tion in  the  House  for  discussion,  instead  of  taking 
up  (be  resolution  for  ^practical  legislation?  They 
should  not  only  take  up  the  resolution,  and  inquire 
and  discuss  it;  they  should  not  only  inquire  whether 
a  particular  measure  ought  to  pass;  but  tbey 
should  go  far  beyond  that — they  should  look  into 
the  whole  scope  of  legislation,  and  inqnlre  not 
only  whether  a  particular  bill  ought,  or  ought  not, 
,to  pass;  but  whether  there  was  not  some  form 
of  bill  which  should  pass,  and  of  which  a 
majority  of  the  House  could  be  found  to  approve. 
His  (Mr.  CusRiNo^)  proposition  was,  that  this 
subject  should  be  put  in  a  form  for  practickl  legis- 
lation, and  not  for  mere  abstract  discussion  of  a 
parly  issue  on  a  particular  bill.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  not  only  the  course  of  wisdom  and  of 
expediency,  but  of  duty,  to  refer  this  whole  matter 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  that  a  bill — ^it  was  immaterial  what 
bill,  nor  did  he  say  it  should  be  any  particular 
bill — should  be  taken  up.  The  gentleman  fyom 
New  York  said  his  object  was  to  have  a  direct 
vote  of  the  House  on  the  plan;  but,  if  he  wished 
to  make  so  narrow  an  issue,  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  him  to  make  it  in  the  House;  after  tbey 
should  have  been  in  committee  on  the  whole  ques- 
tion, in  a  practical  form,  in  which  there  could  be 
legislation.  But,  no;  bis  object  was  to  prevent 
l^slation.  Did  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
desire  to  stand  forth  as  the  chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  that  character,  and  say  that  that  Honse 
was  bound  to  refuse  to  make  any  attempt  to  legis- 
late on  the  currenejf?  He  (Mr.  Cusbimg)  hoped 
that,  instead  of  sanctioning  such  a  proceeding— in- 
stead of  promoting  a  fancy  discussion  en  a  fancy 
resolation,  he  would  consent  that  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  the  House  should  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  attempt  to  pass  some  measure 
during  this  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  understood  the  question 
now  was  simply  to  piint;  and  he  thought  if  this 
majority  and  this  minority  report  were  be^re  them, 
in  addition  to 'the  report  which  they  got  from  the 
select  committee  nearly  twelve  months  ago,  they 
would  understand  the  merits  of  the  propositions 
nmeh  better.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  print- 
ing wonld  be  ordered,  and  he  now  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  PICKENS  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  allow  him  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  which  he  thought 
would  satisfy  even  him. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  consented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  PICKBNS  said  the  report  now  before  the 
Honse  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  overlaying  a  bill,  but 
was  in  the  aatpre  of  a  negative  proposition,  and 
therefore,  to  effect  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  in  a  more  efficient  mode,  was 
to  let  it  take  its  course,  and  vote  upon  it  in  the 
Honse  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a 
measure,  or  was  it  intended  to  do  nothing  more 
than  submit  a  negative  proposition? 

Mr.  PICKENS  did  not  know  what  the  commit- 
tee intended  to  do,  except  so  far  as  their  report 
stated. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  they  had  such  a  proposi- 
tion under  consideration. 

Mr.  PICKENS  again  refened  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
an  exposition  of  their  views  and  intentions;  and 
then  repeated,  that  in  the  House,  on  this  report, 
they  would  get  specific  action.  He  did  not  wl«h  to 
forecloae  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CosHiNo]  on  his  own  bill;  on  the  contrary  he  (Mr. 
P.)  wished  that  gentleman's  bill  to  have  a  fair 
bearing  and  discussion  in  the  Gemmittee  of  the 
Whole;  and  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  f^om 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  CtTsnnra]  that  thia  resolution 


was  merely  negative  against  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  between  which  and 
the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
there  was  a  material  and  distinct  difference,  as 
there  wa&  between  that  gentleman's  bill  and  all 
others.  He  was  willing  thai  th<i  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should  go  itito'Cfomoiittee  of  the 
Whole  on  his  bill;  but  on  this  bill  of  the  Secret^ 
of  the  Treasniy,  to  which  they  felt  such  particular 
objections,  he  wished  specific  action  in  the  House 
by  yeas  and  nays,  in  a  tangible  shape;  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wished  for 
action  by  the  House,  he  won td^  agree  with  him,  and 
not  commit  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question,  in  con- 
formity with  his  promise. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  operation  of 
the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  Arnold  was  in- 
duced to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  said,  if  they  had  been 
foicea  by  the  previous  question  to  vote  on  thia 
resolution,  they  should  have  voted  while  they-  were 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  long  written  arguments 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  committee,  which, 
had  not  even  been  read  by  any  gentleman,  except 
such  as  were  members  of  the  committee — ^possibly 
only  by  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  argumenu 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  giving  a  vote  upon 
it,  while  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  arguments  which  the  reports  contained.  He 
also  objected  to  vote  on  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman fromNew  York— for  the  single  reason,  that 
it  was  presented  to  the  Hoitse  in  the  attitude,  not 
of  active  legislation,  but  of  a  mere  negative  prop- 
osition, on  which  they  might  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  and,  when  it  was  disposed  of,  they 
would  be  as  far  from  a  settlement  of  the  question 
as  whea  they  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session* 
Foreseeing  such  a  result  as  that  which  they  had 
witnessed,  he  voted  against  the  reference  of  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

It  was  now  seen  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  to  recommend  any  specific  plan;  and 
he  asked,  what  was  to  be  gained  by  this  proposi- 
tion of  that  committee?  It  was  a  negative  mode 
of  telling  the  House  that  they  preferred  seeing  Con- 
gress adjourn  to  the  adoption  of  any  plan,  or  that 
there  was  neither  capacity  nor  will  in  the  House  to 
^meet  the  question  directly,  and  to  give  a  specific 
*aad  tangible  vote  upon  it.  He  knew  how  difficnlt 
the  question  was  of  settlement;  but  still  he  thought 
it  was  the  dnty  of  the  Honse  to  present  a  specifia 
proposition  for  its  action,  and  to  test  its  sense,  that 
the  country  might  see  whether  there  was  a  majority 
in  favor  of  any  plan  whatever.  For  that  reason, 
he  could  not  see  how  any  progress  could  be  made 
in  legislation  by  voting  on  the  proposition  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;^ 
and,  while  he  would  cheerfully  vote  to  prim  the 
reports,  that  they  might  have  every  advantage  from 
them,  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  agree  to  con- 
sume some  two  weeks  in  a  discussion  on  a  nega- 
tive proposition,  which,  when  the  vote  was  taken^ 
wonld  bring  them  no  nearer  to  its  settlement  than 
they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  while,  of  the  plans  proposed, 
he  should  prefer  a  United  States  bank,  he  must  re- 
call the  House  to  the  simple  question  before  them, 
which  was  merely  one  of  priming  the  reports,  and 
not  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  either  the 
majority  or  the  minority  of  the  committee.  What 
was  the  resolution  of  the  majority?  It  was  sim- 
ply a  negative  proposition,  that  it  was  not  expedi- 
ent to  adopt  the  plan  recommended.  And  what 
was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire?  It  v^  to  bring  in  a  specific  plan, 
which  was  substantially  the  sub-treasury.  Now, 
was  it  not  competent  for  the  gentleman  to  move 
that  specific  plan  in  Committee  of  the  Whole?  If»  . 
therefore,  they  wonld  keep  these  two  subjects  sep- 
arate, and  confine  themselves  to  the  question  of 
printing,  they  might  at  once  decide  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  haste  with  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  attacked  the  report  jubt  laid  on 
their  table,  before  there  was  even  time  to  read 
it,  or  to  know  its  conteata.    The  honorable  gentle^ 
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DMU)  bad,  comptained  that  the  Committee  cf  Ways 
add  Means  mid  presented  this  subject  in  a  way 
tiat  would  not  rcsalt  in  legislation,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  C.  Joxir* 
son]  took  exception  to  the  report  on  the  same 
groond.  Now»  what  was  the  history  of  that  ques- 
tion before  the  Honsel  for,  by  recurring  to  that, 
they  wonld  see  if  there  was  weight  in  that  objec- 
tion. It  was  submitted  to  Congress  at  the  com- 
snencement  of  the  last  sessioi^  and  the  report,  con- 
taining the  plan  as  recommended  by  the  Bzecntive, 
was  sent  to  a  committee,  a  majority  of  whose 
members  wece  the  avowed  friends  of  the  Bxecu- 
tive.  That  committee,  after  holding  the  subject 
under  consideration  until  the  middle  of  February, 
made  a  report,  accompanie«2  bv  a  bill  as  a  substi- 
tute  for  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Bzecntive 
—a  plan  which  had  been  prepared  by  a  leading 
•  member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  which  a  distin- 
flushed  member  of  the  Cabinet,  in  a  speech  at 
Boston,  avowed  himself  the  advocate,  and  de- 
clared that  the  plan  submitted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  plan  of  the  Executive  was  not  worth  a  rush — 
that.it  was  not  worth  the  parchment  on  which  it 
was  written. 

He  then  went  on  to  remark  that  the  subject  of 
the  currency  and  finance  was  before  the  House 
and  the  country  in  every  possible  phasis  in  which 
it  eonld  be  presented.  There  was  no  reason  why 
the  House  could  not  come  to  a  vote.  If  any  mem- 
ber was  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  ezcheqoer,  it 
would  be  easy  fer  him  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
wurd  ^noi**  in  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  thu«  make  it 
declare  that  the  plan  u  expedient.  He  should 
like  to  see  the  individual  who  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  it. 

But  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cosbiho]  had  said  that 
the  committee  had  failed  to  discharge  its  whole 
duty.  What  was  that  dutyl  Was  it  to  report  the 
plan  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts)  Was 
it  to  report  a  bank?  No:  it  was  made  the  specific 
<iuty  of  the  committee  to  report  another  particnlar 
plan.  The  resolatlon  of  reference  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  take  into 
consideration  such  parts  of  the  President's  message 
as  treated  of  the  currency^  'Hncluding  the  exche- 
quer plan  and  the  tariff."  The  Committee  of 
ways  and  Means  of  course  had  the  whole  subject 
of  finance  under  its  charge;  bnt  the  exchequer  and 
the'tariff  weie  expressly  referred  to  it.  Thie  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  committee  should  have  re- 
ported some  affirmative  plan.  Were  the  commit- 
tee authorized  to  report  a  bill  which  they  did  not 
approve,  in  vtolaiion  of  all  parliamentary  prece? 
denti  According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman, 
the  committee  were  bound  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
JSxecntive  plan. 

Mr.  CUSHING  rose  to  explain.  He  did  not 
aay  that  the  committee  were  bound  to  report  in  fa- 
vor of  the  plan  of  the  Executive,  bat  that  they 
should  have  reported  some  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  resumed,  and  was  understood 
to  insist  upon  the  interpretation  he  bad  put  upon 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Co?HiNG.]  He  believed  that  the  committee 
had  discharged  its  daiy.  If  the  House  differed 
from  it,  let  the  committee  be  iostrscted  to  report  a 
bill  in  a  modified  form.  He  (Mr.  F.)  bad  been 
called  out  prematurely  in  this  debate;  and  he  de- 
sired to  state  the  fact  to  the  House.  Though  he 
had  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed,  and  h:  ped 
it  would  be,  for  the  purpose  of  examination;  yet  he 
would  tell  the  gentleman  frcm  Massachusetts,  who 
appeared  so  desirous  of  having  the  qaestion  passed 
upon,  that,  should  the  gentleman  move  to  take  up 
the  exchequer  bill,  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  not  oppose 
the  motion.  The  House  had  been  spending  weeks 
in  debating  abstractions  and  political  questions,  in 
which  debate  the  gentleman  himself  led  off.  His 
only  desire,  in  wishing  this  report  postponed  a 
week  or  two,  was  in  order  to  give  time  for  its  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  resblt  of  the  reference 
of  the  President's  message  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  precisely  what  he  had  ami 
cipated  and  predicted.  Indeed,  when  the  motion 
was  first  made  to  that  effect,  it  was  intimated  by 
|be  friends  ef  ihs  measure,  (the  exchequer,)  that  to 


refer  the  message  of  the  President  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  no  more  nor 
•less  than  ^^eommittere  agnum  /upo."  It  was  referred 
there  simply  to  be  destroyed — not  to  get  some  other 
plan  from  that  committee,  but  to  get  their  verdict 
of  condemnation  upon  this  one  plan. 

Bat  what  had  the  committ^  reported?  A  glance 
through  the  preamble  had  enabled  him  to  discover 
some  of  the  reasons  on  which  they  based  their 
resolution.  The  reason  was,  that  for  ten  years 
past  the  money  power  of  the  Government  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Executive. 
The  report  said  that  it  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive;  that  such  a  state  of  things  was 
dangerous;  and  that  the  Executive  ought  to  be 
stripped  of  it.  Now,  the  Executive  had  recom- 
mended a  plan,  by  which  he  would  be  stripped 
of  this  power;  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
ilfeans,  instead  of  carry ibg  out  their  correct 
views,  in  which  be  (Mr.  W.)  agreed,  contented 
themselves  with  saying  that  the  plan  would  not  do. 
There,  their  wisdom  stopped.  There,  their  patriot- 
ism stopped.  They  merely  said  that  one  plan  out 
of  a  thousand  was  objectionable.  But  did  the 
committee  say  that  no  other  plan  should  be  adopted? 
That  the  plan  was  so  bad  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
repairs?  Did  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Fili^morb]  say 
that  he  could  not  report  a  creature  of  his  own 
brain,  which  would  suit  the  wants  of  the  country? 
For  some  years  past  there  seemed  to  be  but  two 
alternatives— a  bank  of  the  United  States  and  a 
sub-treasury.  This,  however,  was  now  contra^ 
dieted  by  the  exhibition  of  the  exchequer — a  mid- 
dle ground  between  the  other  two  measures.  The 
gentleman  said  this  would  not  do:  why,  then,  did 
be  not  give  the  House  the  model  of  a  bank,  which, 
some  sessions  ago,  was  made  to  assume  any  Pro- 
tean shape?  Could  not  the  gentleman  report  that 
measure  again?  The  fair  and  only  construction  of 
his  report  was,  that  he  wished  to  have  **aut  Cmwr^ 
oil/  nu^uf.'*  Anything  but  a  bank  was  unworthy 
of  amendment  or  consideration!  Did  the  gentle- 
man weigh  his  words  when  he  said  that  the  exche- 
quer could  not  be  amended?  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  amendment?  Was  not  every  proposition 
capable  of  amendment?  Was  it  not  a  common 
mode  of  amendment  to  move  to  strike  out  ail  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  wholly  different 
proposition?  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
the  plan  was  so  bad  that  it  could  not  even  be  reme- 
died in  that  form?  Did  he  mean  to  say  that  he 
could  not  strike  out  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  insert  one  from  the  collective  wis- 
dom of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  Why 
was  not  a  substitute  reported? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  the  gentleman  desired 
him  to  answer  his  question,  he  would  say  that  a 
sub'ttitute  had  already  been  reported  by  the  friends 
of  the  Executive,  and  was  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  friends  of  the  President 
did  not  themselves  consider  the  plan  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  perfect,  and  reported 
amendments  to  it  Was  he  to  understand  the  gen- 
tleman as  concurring  in  the  amendments?  No;  the 
gentleman  did  not  agree  to  them.  The  gentleman 
did  not  concur  in  the  plan  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  amendirentsto  that  plan  by  the 
friends  of  the  President.  Why,  then,  did  he  not 
report  a  better  substitute?  The  gentleman  had  no 
answer  to  that  question!  The  answer  was  a  con- 
cealed one. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  iwic^ 
reported  their  plan  to  i&e  House,  but  it  was,  on 
both  occasions,  defeated  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  now  got  the  answer  lie 
wanted.  He  would  ^o  before  tl)e  people  upon 
it.  A  bank  of  the  United  States  or  Mthimgl  He 
was  willing  to  go  before  a  jury  of  the  country 
on  this  answer.  Yes;  the  gentleman  was  willing  to 
let  the  President  have  the  power  of  the  purse,  un- 
less he  could  %n  his  national  bank!  Though 
there  were  regulations  for  the  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  yet  the  gentleman  very 
properly  thought  that  something  further  should  be 
done  to  limit  Executive  discretion.  When  a  plan 
for  that  purpose  was  proposed,  wliat  was  his  an- 
swer?   A  bank  or  nothing.    There  were  no  de- 


grees—-no   gradations  of  policy  or  expedifliiey. 
^«t  Cmtvr  Qvi  nttAnf,  was  the  gentleman's  maxim* 

He  (Mr.  W  )  differed  from  his  friend  [Bftr. 
CirsHiMo]  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  this 
report.  He  did  not  agree  with  him  in  wishing  itt 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whoie  ob  the 
state  of  the  Union.  He  wanted  it  before  the. 
House,,  to  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays;  and  tboa 
see  whether  one  party  would  say  that  it  would  take 
nothing  but  the  sub  treasury,  whilst  the  otber  de- 
clared it  must  have  a  bank.  He  wished  to  see 
whether  these  two  parties  would  insist  upon  ex- 
tremes, or  no  measure.  He  was  willing  to  ana- 
tain  the  previous  question,  and  as  ready  to  vote 
now  as  he  would  he  two  weeks  hence.  When  the 
question  should  be  taken,  after  the  previont  ques* 
tion  was  sustained,  he  should  vote  with  the  mineri* 
ty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  re- 
ported an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  ma- 
jority. He  should  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Avnaa- 
ton;]  and  be  would  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it  alond, 
for  the  information  of  the  House.  ^ 

[The  resolution  ^kz  read  accordingly.] 

The  majority  of  the  committee  undertook  to  say 
that  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  not  be  adopted.  The  minority  did  not 
choose  to  stop  here;  but  wisely  went  further^  They 
wished  the  majority  to  prescribe  rules  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  administering  the  finances  of  the  coan-* 
try.  In  the  first  place,  they  said  some  plan  (they 
did  not  say  what)  should  be  adopted  to  strip  the 
Executive  of  bis  power  over  the  punse  of  the  eonn- 
try.  In  this,  thty  concurred  with  the  majority,  and 
with  himself,  that  the  Executive  should  be  deprived 
of  bis  present  discretion.  In  the  second  place,  he 
concurred  with  the  minority,  that  the  ptablie  oifi* 
cers  should  not  be  allowed  to  use  the  money  of  the 
(Government. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  the  minority  went  fur* 
ther.  They  were  in  favor  of  prohibiting  nil  par* 
sons  whatsoever  from  using  the  public  money. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  went  the  full  length  with  the 
gentleman.    He  would  allow  none  the  privilege  of 
trading  upon  the  public  money.  In  the  third  place, 
the  minority  said  that  they  would  separate  the  €k»v» 
emment  from  all  moneyed  corporations.    He  (Mr. 
W.)  would  go  that,  too.    He  went  for  the  doetrine 
in  its  full  extent.    Now,  all^three  of  these  doc- 
trines which  he  had  named    were  asserted  by  the 
plan  of  the  friends  of  the  President.    He  should 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fVom 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Atbbbton,]  ahhoogh  he 
preferred,  instead  of  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means — which  had  already  said  it  would 
not  concur  in  any  plan  but  that  of  a  bank,  which 
had  been  twice  presented,  and  which  they  knew 
could  not  be  adopted — that  the  report  and  resoki- 
tioB  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.    When  in  that 
committee,  there  would  be  found  a  bill  fnlly  an- 
swering in  its  character  to  the  insTuctions  pro- 
posed.    He  was  anxious  to  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  vindicate  this  measure,  to  ex- 
hibit all  its  details  line  by  line,  and  to  show  that  it 
comported  with  the  instructions  reported  from  the 
minority  of  the  Committei' of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  wished  to  ^how  that  it  guarded  the    public 
fund^;  that  it  separated    the   Gbremment  from 
^ncneyed  corporations;  that  it  devised  a  s]r8tem  of 
law  for  the  regulation  of  oar  finances;  and  that  it  in 
all   respects    s greed    with  the    true    Democratic 
theories  of  the  ptesent  day  and  of  the  past  time. 
He  would  show  that  the  modification  of  the  sab- 
tresKury,  proposed  by  the  leading  periodical  of 
the  Democratic  party,  would  reader  it  such  as  that 
it  would  agree  with  the  exchequer.    The  only 
difference  btt^een  them  was  this:  Thesub-treasory 
provided  two  cnrrencies-'one  for  the  Qovernmeot, 
and  the  other  for  the  people;  whilst  the  excheqoer 
provided  the  same  currency  far  both.    He  begged 
that  the  House  might,  at  an  early  day,  go  into 
committee  on  this  measure,  and  let  a  vote  be  taken. 
He  begged  this  Coogreps  not  to  go  away  without 
settling  the  question.     He  warned  both  of  the  po- 
litical parties  that  it  was  not  their  policy  lo  leave 
it  unsettled.  It  was  too  nruch  the  policy  of  the  1^- 
ers  of  both  to  keep  it  open.   They  teeuMd  disposed 
to  go  before  the  country  with  the  maxim  ai(| 
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C(MHrmU  nuUMM — with  ezireme  measures— and  re- 
solved not  to  take  any  middle  ground.  If  tbey 
sbQuld  eondnue  to  pursue  this  poUcy,  be  yentnred 
to  prediet  that  both  would  be  defeatsd,  and  that 
that  party  which  bad  been  most  iostrumental  In 
keepmf  this  question  open  would  suflfer  most  from 
the  iod^gnatioQ  of  a  sufierin*  people. 

Mr.  ORilNOBR  observed  that  the  gentleman 
ffOB  yirginia  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr. 
Wiix]  remarked  that  this  question  had  met  the 
ikce  he  supposed  it  would  meet,  when  the  reference 
of  it  was  made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  (Mr.  G  )  would  go  further,  and  say, 
that  It  had  met  the  fate  he  desired  that  it  should 
meet,  when  he  gave  bis  vote  for  that  reference. 
Notwidistanding  all  that  the  newspaper  scribblers 
bad  said  on  this  subject^ — notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  that  bad  been  made  to  manufacture  public 
opinion  here^— notwithstanding  the  first  and  second 
Bxecnlive  recommendations  of  this  plan,  be  had 
declared  elsewhere,  and  be  now  declared  here,  that 
there  never  was  a  time,  from  the  moment  that  that 
plan  was  presented  to  this,  when  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress  was  piepared  to 
record  his  vote  in  its  favor.  We  now  (said  Mr.  G.) 
have  that  plan  before  us;  and  where  is  the  flutter- 
iogl  Do  we  (said  he)  charge  it  to  those  who  have 
been  charged  witH  delaying  the  public  business  by 
oseleas  and  factious  declamations')*  No.  No  sooner 
was  the  report  presented  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  not  having  his  cue,  thought 
that  the  interests  of  the  Administration  required 
that  the  child  should  be  strangled.  He  hardly 
thought  the  interests  of  the  White  House,  when 
an  opportunity  was  presented  for  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  vote  on  this  favorite  child  of 
the  Executive,  which  had  been  committed  to  the 
wolf— his  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmore] — 
were  best  consulted  ly  strangling  it,  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  wish.  No  sooner  was  the  proposi 
lion  presented,  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (one  of  the  friends  of  the  Executive)  rose  to 
see  whether  it  coald  not  be  boiled  down  and  frit- 
tered away  in  the  grand  caldron  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  was  not  his  purpose  now  to 
say  anything  in  relation  to  this  plan  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  It  was  enough  for  him  now 
to  say  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  monstrous 
shoot  of  a  Gk>veroment  bank  engrafted  upon  the 
plan  of  the  sub-treasury.  We  have  heard  some- 
thing (said  Mr.  G  )  of  the  history  of  this  plan, 
in  the  Hooae  and  out  of  doors.  The  gentleman 
ftom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  spoke  of  the  Iambus  bav- 
iag  been  committed  to  the  wolf;  and  let  us  then  see 
(continued  Mr.  G.,)  who  has  treated  this  pet  lamb 
most  kindly— the  wolves  to  whom  it  had  been  com- 
mitted, or  the  nurses  whose  peculiar  charge  it  was. 
Let  us  see  who  has  given  it  the  most  nourishment, 
who  has  l>een  the  most  prepared  to  receive  it  into  | 
the  folds,  or  turn  it  out  to  the  wolves.  This  pet  lamb 
-~this  darling  of  the  Executive  (#bo,  although 
a  year  older  than  when  they  first  saw  it,  seemed 
not  to  be  as  large  as  it  then  was,)  was  sent  to  a 
sdeet  committee  on  the  14th  day  of  December: 
and  what  did  they  do?  It  was  sent  properly  to  a 
committee,  within  which  was  comprised  every 
avowed  friend  of  the  Executive  on  that  floor;  and 
it  was  doe  to  the  Executive  and  to  them  that  such 
a  reference  should  be  made.  What  was  its  fate? 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  every  now  and  then  read- 
ing the  House  a  lecture  on  the  delay  of  the  public 
business— could  not  bring  forward  his  proposition 
till  the  1st  of  February,  when  this  pet  lamb  was 
presented,  and  (good  heavens)  how  little  it  looked ! 
Having  receiv^  this  bill  in  tbe  committee,  and 
being  head  of  the  guard,  the  gentleman  felt  as  if  he 
coaki  do  with  it  as  he  pleased;  and,  after  having  it 
line  weeks  in  his  possession,  be  brought  it  back  in 
8ich  a  shape  that  nobody  could  have  supposed  ibat 
it  was  the  one  that  was  committed  to  him.  If  it 
bad  been  turned  out  in  the  east  room,  the  Presi- 
dent himself  would  not  hav«  known  it.  Its 
Uil  was  cut  off,  its  ears  slit,  and  every 
mender  of  the  committee  seemed  to  have  put 
his  private  mark  upon  it.  It  was  thsn  brought 
ilio  the  HoBse,  and  they  tried  (said  Mr.  G.) 
4s  paU  its  wool  over  our  eyes.     [Laughter.]  J 


When  this  plan  first  came  from  the  Executive, 
there  was  a  great  anxiety  manifested  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  it;  and,  therefore,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  committee  would  have  given  it  a 
chance  of  beicg  brought  before  the  House,  and 
considered  by  it.  But  what  nexi?  Why,  the  report 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  catne  in, 
and  nothing  was  heard  of  the  plan  of  the  Execu- 
tive. On  the  contrary,  nothing  was  beard  of  but 
the  splendid  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  mainiificent  report  accompanying  it.  We 
waited  (said  Mr.  G )  a  little  longer;  and  what 
next?  The  honorable  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Tallmidob]  presented  a  plan,  which  was  ex- 
tolled to  the  skies;  while  that  of  the  Executive,  as 
well  as  of  the  select  committee,  was  fergotten. 

He  would  add  a  single  word  in  reply  to  the  com- 
plaints that  bad  been  made  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  not  reporting  a  bill.  What 
was  the  proposition  of  the  committee?  Why,  that 
the  members  of  that  House  should  be  called  on, 
like  men,  to  record  their  votes,  ay  or  no,  for  the 
proposition  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  recommended  to  their  favorable  considera- 
tion by  the  Executive.  Did  that  bar  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  House?  Certainly  not.  Suppose  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  reported  a  bill.  If  he  bad,  he 
(Mr.  G.)  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  would  not  have  been  forwarded 
by* it.  It  would  have  come  in  behind  the  bill  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  bill  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  and  thus 
not  pfobably  be  reached  this  session. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  if  this  plan  of  the  Executive 
was  the  Democratic  Republican  plan  for  keeping 
the  public  money  that  it  was  represented  to  be,  he 
wished  every  gentleman  there  to  have  an  opportu* 
nity  of  recording  his  vote  upon  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  sub-treasury;  and  he  wanted  now  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  against 
this  exchequer  plan,  which  he  considered  empbati- 
eally  a  sub-treasury,  with  a  most  powerful  Gov- 
ernment bank  engraftei  upon  it.  He  would  net 
Miy  thus  much  of  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  He  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
most  harmless  machines  he  ever  saw;  though  the 
one  of  the  Executive  was  the  most  powerful,  dan- 
gerous, and  pernicious  agent  that  any  Govern- 
ment could  be  possessed  of,  controlling  all  the 
conunerce  of  the  country,  and  bringing  all  its 
business  within  the  influence  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  G.,  in  conclusion,  said  he  rose  merely  to 
say  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  seen 
the  result  he  expected  when  the  reference  of  this 
subject  was  made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  had  seen  the  result  he  desired  when 
he  gave  it  his  vote.  When  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee  came  up,  he  hoped  that,  if  there 
was  any  gentleman  here  who  favored  the  plan  of 
the  Executive,  ho  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
the  word  *'not,"  so  as  to  get  a  direct  vote  for  or 
against  it.  If  too  such  motion  should  be  made,  he 
would  then  conclude  that  there  was  not  a  single 
member  present  who  was  in  favor  of  the  plan. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGBRSOLL,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  and  Means,  supported  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  defended 
the  report  of  the  committee,  contending  that  they 
had  obeyed  the  order  of  the  House  in  presenting 
the  report  they  did.  Had  the  committee  reported 
a  bill,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ar- 
gued that  they  should,  the  business  of  the  House 
would  not  have  been  forwarded  by  it;  for  it 
would  have  to  take  is  place  on  the  calendar  be- 
hind the  bill  ot  the  Select  Committee,  and  be  did 
noF  know  but  ^  dozen  other  propositions  on  (he 
the  same  subject.  He  believed  that  the  country 
wanted  action,  not  abstract  report; ;  and  therefore 
he  thought  it  best  to  let  the  House  take  up  and  act 
on  such  of  these  propositions  as  the  majority  pre- 
ferred. The  committee,  in  his  opinion,  took  the 
best  course  in  reporting  only  on  the  plan  commit- 
ted to  ihem.  The  country  had  a  right  to  have  (he 
question  decided  whether  the  plan  of  the  Executive 
was  or  was  not  to  receive  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  Congress.  We  desire  (said  Mr.  I.)  to 
have  this  question  passed  upon;  and  there  seems  to  I 


be  no  opposition  to  there  being  an  immediate  de- 
cision on  it,  but  from  the  friends  of  the  Executive. 
Mr.  TURNEY  said  they  met  there,  at  the  extra 
session,  when  the  Whig  party  bad  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  an 
Executive  of  their  own  choosing,  and  they  com- 
menced operations  to  pass  a  system  of  measures; 
and  yet,  at  this  late  day,  it  seeme^  to  be  doubtful 
who  was  to  blame  for  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  for  substituting  the  pocket  of  the  PresideiH  for 
a  responsible  treasury,  in  which  to  deposite  and 
safely  keep  the  public  moneys !  Some  years  ago, 
it  was  d<»emed  a  most  odious  proceeding,  when 
General  Jackson  removed  the  deposites;  and  he 
was  loudly  denounced  for  it  by  the  Whig  party: 
but  now  they  had  themselves  removed  the  public 
moneys  from  the  security  of  the  independent  treas- 
ury to  the  pocket  of  the  President.  And  who  was 
blameable  for  it?  It  was  said,  by  the  friends  of 
the  President,  that  he  was  not  chargeable  with  it; 
and  how,  then,  was  he  to  understand  it? 

Before  the  President  approved  the  bill  repealing 
the  sub-treasury,  that  House  had  reported  a  bill  by 
one  of  its  committees,  and  was  acting  onjhatplan, 
to  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
President  knew  this  when  he  signed  that  bill;  and 
bad  he,  or  had  he  not,  made  up  his  mind  at  that 
time?  for  he  knew  that  a  national  bank  was  intend- 
ed to  be  a  substitute  for  the  sub- treasury.  Or  did  he 
intend  that  his  own  pocket  should  be  the  depository,- 
for  the  public  moneys?  The  President  chose  to, 
approve  the  bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury,  and 
thereby  released  the  public  money  from  the  control 
of  law,  and  placed  it  in  his  own  pockH.  He  (Mr. 
T.)  therefore  held  that  the  President  chose  his  own 
individual  pocket  in  preferenca  to  any  fiscality. 
And  how  stood  the  Whig  party  on  that  floor  in  re- 
lation to  that  subject?  Tbey  voted  to  repeal  the 
sub-treasury,  and  thereby  placed  the  public  money 
in  the  pocket  of  the  President  for  safekeeping. 
And  what  propositions  had  they  now?  Why,  they 
had  the  exchequer  recommended  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  but,  it  was  said,  that  the 
proposition  would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  Tbey  had  al^o^he  proposition  of  the  se- 
lect committee  of  the  last  session.  The  Whig 
party,  having  a  majority  in  that  House,  bad  pro- 
posed a  bank  of  the  United  States  as  their  first 
choice.  Well,  that  could  not  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore could  not  become  law.  The  Whig  party,  then, 
would  be  forced  to  choose  between  two  proposi- 
tions; and  they  must  take  either  the  sub-treasury 
which  bad  been  reported  by  the  gentleman  fVom 
New  Hampshire,'  or  allow  the  public  moneys  to 
remain  in  the  pocket  of  the  President.  But  what 
did  the  Whig  party  say  of  the  character  of  the 
President?  That  he  was  honest?  That  he  had 
one  drop  of  patriotic  blood  in  his  veins?  No;  not 
one.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  Whig  party 
said  that  this  evil  President  ought  not  to  be  trusted 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Why,  tbey  de- 
nounced him  as  a  traitor,  who  had  sold  himself  and 
sacrificed  bi$  country  on  the  altar  of  individual 
aggrandizement — that- he  was  as  base  as  base  could 
be.  That  was  the  character  given  of  the 
Whig  President  by  the  Whig  party  on  that 
floor.  And  yet  what  were  they  about  to  do  ? 
They  could  not  establish  their  favorite  system — a 
bank  of  the  United  Stales;  but  they  had  the  choice, 
either  to  leave  the  money  in  the  pocket  of  this  base 
individual;  or  to  take  the  sub-treasury,  odious  as  it 
might  be  to  them.  And  which  did  they  prefer? 
If  they  preferred  the  pccket  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  they  gave  the  lie  to  all  they 
bad  f aid  of  the  character  of^ John  Tyler,  and  pro* 
nounced  that  they  did  not  themselves  believe  what 
they  said.  John  Tyler  was  the  Whig  choice,  bwe 
man  or  not;  and  whether  he  remained  so,  he  (Mr. 
T.)  would  leave  the  country  to  ju<?ge  by  what  now 
occurred.  Did  the  Whigs  then  choose  to  keep  the 
public  money  in  the  pccket  of  John  Tyler  as  their 
second  choice?  Their  first  choice  was  a  United 
States  bank;  and,  failing  in  that,  did  they  deem  the 
pocket  of  John  Tyler,  without  restraint  or  control  of 
law,  the  best  possible  plant  The  Whigs  had  now 
the  opportunity  to  speak  out,  and  say  whether  they 
would  have  the  sub-treasury,  or  the  pocket  of 
John  Tyler— believing  him  to  be,  as  they  asserted,  a 
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biseuid  corraptman.  It  wascTident  ihej  mast  take 
one  or  the  other  bom  o(  the  dilemma.  Though 
the  sab-treasury  was  not  ibeir  favorite  scheme,  yet 
it  was  free  from  the  danger  to  which  the  other  was 
exposed;  and  let  them  remember  it  was  their  own 
act  which  produced  this  state  of  things.  They  ptit 
the  money  in  the  pocket  of  John  Tyler  for  disbone- 
mei^t  and  safekeeping;  and  would  they  prefer  to 
keep.it  there  wh«n  they  knew,  by  two  vetues,  that 
they  conld  not  have  a  United  Stages  banki  They 
had  involved  themselves  in  this  difficnliy,  and  they 
were  now  compelled  to  adopt  the  sub-treasnry  as  a 
means  of  keeping  the  pablic  money — a  plan  by 
which  the  use  of  the  public  money  for  the  par- 
poses  of  corruption  was  prevented;  or  they  must 
acknowledge  to  the  American  people  that  all  they 
had  said  of  the  baseness  of  John  Tyler  was  wholly 
false.  That  was  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  view  of  the  ques- 
tion as  it  was  presented  to  the  House;  and  he 
knew  not  one  member  of  the  House  who  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  upon  it,  and  upon  all  the  other 
questions  which  were  involved  in  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  that  discussion.  John  Tyler  was  the  Whig 
Executive;  he  was  made  and  created  by  them,  for 
purposes  of  their  own;  and  he  was  better  known  to 
them  than  to  him  (Mr.TnRNKr)  John  Tyler  was 
not  bis  (Mr.  T.'^)  choice,  nor  the  choice  of  those 
whom  he  represented  on  that  floor;  for  they  had  no 
great  faith  in  him,  nor  could  they  comprehend  him. 
When  Gen.  Jackson  removed  the  depositee,  he  was 
charged  with  violating  the  Constitution,  and  Mr.  Ty- 
ler was  one  of  those  who  held  that  doctrine;  but  Mr. 
Tyler  now  held  that  a  bank  of  the  United  Sutes 
was  uKtonstitutional.  How,  then,  cjuld  General 
Jackson  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
by  removing  the  deposites  from  an  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional instiiuiion?  He  (Mr.  T)  would 
leave  this  question  for  others  to  determine.  He 
repeated,  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  no  favorite  of  his, 
nor  of  his  constituents;  but  he  Tvas  the  favorie  (or 
ought  to  be)  of  the  Whig  party,  for  they  placed 
him  where  he  is.  .They  quarrelled,  it  was  'true; 
but,  as  it  was  a  family  quarrel,  he  would  leave 
them  to  settle  it  amongst  ^emselvcs. 

But  there  was  an  attempt  to  build  up  a  third 
party;  and  under  what  name?  The  moderate  men 
of  both  parties.  There  was  such  an  attempt  made 
some  years  ago,  wh^ n  Judge  White  ran  as  of  no 
party.  Now  he  (Mr.  T.)  w»s  of  opinion  that  one 
or  other  of  the  existing  great  parties  of  the  country 
was  right;  and  he  could  not  comprehend  how  a 
third  division  was  to  be  made.  The  moderate 
men  of  both  parties!  Who  were  they?  There 
were  tho&e  who  advocated  a  sub-treasury;  and 
they  were  ultra.  Therefore,  this  moderate  party 
could  net  go  with  them.  Then  there  were 
the  bank  Whigs  and  they  were  ultra.  The 
moderate  men  could  not,  therefore,  go  with 
them;  but  ibey  must  take  the  men  who  could  go 
between  the  two— a  sort  of  exchequer  concern. 
But  what  was  an  rxchequei?  They  had  exchequer 
schemes  reported  to  that  House  which  were  more 
odious  to  him  than  an  old  fasrhioned  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  felt  giateftrl  that  that  ques- 
tion was  to  be  brought  forwaid,  for  he  wished  to 
see  the  Whigs  put  their  names  on  record  in  oppo^ 
siiion  to  it,  as  some  guaranty  that  the  interest*  of 
the  country  were  not  to  be  destroyed  by  such  in- 
stitutions. He  wished  to  see  the  Whigs  committed 
on  that  question;  for  be  had  feared  that,  feeling 
themselves  tumbliog  to  pieces,  they  would  at- 
tempt, by  some  such  plan,  to  compromise  with 
Capuin  Tyler.  Captain  Tyler  was  certainly  no 
Democrat,  for  he  preferred  his  pocket  to  a  sub- 
treasury,  which  was  guarded  by  legal  punishments. 
But  the  other  party  said  he  was  no  Whifr,  because 
he  would  not.  sanction  a  United  States  Bank.  If, 
then,  he  was  neither  Whig  nor  Democrat,  he  was 
certainly  not  ^*a  moderate  man  of  both  parties/' 
and  could  not,  therefore,  be  rallied  round  by  them. 
He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  it  was  exceedingly  difficult 
to  define  a  moderate  man  of  both  parties — a  man 
who  sometimes  went  with  the  Federalists,  and 
sometimes  with  the  Democrats,  but  who,  at  all 
times,  abused  them  both. 

Thus,  then,  it  was  attempted  to  build  up  a  third 
party.  But  the  war  which  bad  sprung  up  in  the 
Whig  party  did  not  at  all  affect  the  democratic 
principle.    It  did  not  touch  the  sub- treasury.  They 
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had  been  told  by  the  Whig  party  that  the  times 
were  bard  and  oppressive;  and  that  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  and  high  prices,  and  public  confi- 
dence must  be  restored  by  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury.  They  had  repealed  it;  they  had  destroy- 
ed ttie  Democratic  policy:  and  had  they  raised  the 
price  of  produce?  had  they  increased  the  reward  of 
labor?  had  they  restored  confidence  in  the  commu- 
nit}?  had  they  done  anything  toward  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  promises  made  in  the  late  cam- 
paign? They  bad  repealed  the  sub-treasury  the 
moment  they  got  inlo  power,  but  their  other  prom- 
ises were  unredeemed;  and  be  could  not  acquit 
Captain  Tyler,  and  a  great  class  of  the  Whig  par- 
ty, for  repealing  that  law,  before  some  substitute 
was  provided  for  it.  John  Tyler  knew  that  the  re- 
peal would  throw  the  money  into  his  own  pocket, 
without  the  restraint  of  law;  and  the  Whig  party 
bad  allowed  it  to  remain  there,  without  having 
made  any  great  attempts  to  remove  it  elsewhere, 
where  it  cou!d  be  protected  by  law.  Now  he  wished 
the  Whigs  to  say  in  what  attitude  they  stood 
before  the  country.  Let  them  look  back  to  their 
own  speeches  at  the  time  when  General  Jackson 
removed  the  deposites,  and  then  say  how  they 
could  now  allow  the  public  money  to  remain  in 
the  pocket  of  a  man  whom  they  say  they  believe  to 
be  both  base  and  corrupt.  He  (Mr.  T  )  believed 
the  Whig  party  would  say  that  John  Tyler  was  by 
far  more  base  and  more  corrupt  than  they  had  ever 
said  General  Jackson  was;  and  yet  they  permitted 
him  to  retain  the  public  money  in  his  pocket.  They 
would  not  go  for  the  exchequer;  they  would  not 
acoept  the  sub-treasury,  which  they  knew  they 
000  Id  pass,  and  thereby  guard  the  meney  by  legal 
safeguards;  and  did  they  not,  therefore,  make  the 
admission  that  they  preferred  the  pocket  of  the 
base  and  corrupt  President  to  any  other  place  ex- 
cept the  bank,  which  they  knew  they  could  not  ob- 
tain? For  himself,  he  »hould  vo'e  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire;  and  if 
the  House  did  not  adopt  that  proposition,  he  should 
consider  it  to  be  an  admission  of  a  preference  of 
John  Tyler's  pocket  (whence  the  money  might  be 
taken  for  corrupt  and  dangerous  purposes)  to  a 
system  restrained  and  governed  by  law. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  exchequer 
projet,  more  than  once  recommended  by  the  Presi-. 
dent,  and  now  reported  upon  unfavorably  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  further  than  to 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
most  preposterous  proposition  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, since  questions  connected  with  the  currency 
have  occupied  so  much  of  thtir  attention.  Even  if  its 
merits  could  be  demonstrated,  it  would  probably 
have  but  little  prospect  of  success  in  a  Congress,  al- 
most every  member  of  which  is  pledged,  by  bis 
previous  course,  to  some  other  proposition.  He 
had  merely  risen  with  the  intention  (without  enter- 
in;  into  the  discussion  at  length)  of  indicating  to 
his  constituents  th^course  which  he  should  proba- 
bly hereafter  pursue  in  connexion  with  subjects  of 
this  character. 

Mr.  C,  as  his  speeches  sufficiently  testified,  had 
been  always  favorable  to  a  separation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment funds  from  the  ures  of  banks;  but,  when 
that  proposition,  so  correct  in  principle,  had  been 
connected  with  another,  requiring  the  public  dues 
to  be  collected  exclusively  in  specie,  ^e  had  inva- 
riably voted  against  it — believing  that  such  a  re- 
quirement was  calculated  to  increase  the  pressure 
on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  already  almost 
too  great  to  be  borne. 

Since  that  question,  however,  was  last  agitated 
in  Congress,  a  change  has  occurred.  Bank  circu- 
lation, without  any  oppression  oi»  the  part  of  the 
Government,  has  gone  on  gradually  decreasing, 
until,  in  many  of  the  States,  the  circulation  is  re- 
duced below  the  specie  actually  in  their  vaults. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  C.  believed  that 
the  separation  of  the  Government  funds  from  the 
business  cf  trade,  even  if  connected  with  the  re- 
quirement of  specie,  or  Government  credits,  ex- 
clusively, in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  would 
now  be  accomplished,  without  producing  a  shock 
upon  the  commerce  and  induvtry  of  the  country. 

He  had  made  these  remarks,  not  because  he  ex* 


pected,  during  the  existence  of  the  present  Ck)a- 
grefs,  to  change  his  vete  in  relation  to  this  subject; 
tor  having  been  elected  by  his  constituents  with  a 
knowledge  of  bis  previous  course,  he  would  scarce-. 
ly  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  do  so.  But  he  wish^ 
to  indicate  to  them,  by  the  remarks  he  bad  submit- 
ted, that  in  the  event  of  being  returned  to  the  next 
Congress,  he  would,  unless  a  change  occurred  in 
our  monetary  afiTairs,  probably  act  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  on  this  subject,  as  he  had  upon  most 
others. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  inquired  what  wouM 
be  the  efifect  of  a  motion  to  lay  the  subject  before 
the  House  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  eflfect  would  be, 
that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  would  be  required  to  take 
it  up. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  declined  to  make  any  motion. 

Mr.  THOMAS  F.  MARSHALL  next  obtained 
the  floor,  amid  many  competitors,  and  addressed 
the  House  at  large.  He  d^ired  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  baying  that,  in  the  action  of  tbe  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (of  which  committee 
he  was  a 'member,)'  he  entirely  and  heartily  con- 
cut  red.  He  would  also  remark,  that  his  concur- 
rence with  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
this  subject,  and  the  vote  he  should  give  upon  the 
exchequer — a  vote  which  he  hoped  would  be  that 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Honse^lid  not 
re<;ult,  in  any  manner,  from  tbe  source  whence  the 
proposition  bad  emanated.  If  he  could  be  induced, 
ny  any  motive,  to  look  upon  the  exchequer  with  a 
favorable  eye,  after  the  endorsement  it  had  re- 
ceived, the  open  avowal  that  it  met  with  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  aflforded  him  that  motive  and  in* 
ducement.  [Profound  attention  in  all  parts  of  tbe 
hall.]  There  was  no  man — he  made  the  propo* 
sition  broadly,  and  without  exception*-iu  whom, 
on  subjects  of  this  natnre,  twelve  months  a^o,  be 
felt  so  profound  a  confidence  as  the  American 
Secretary  of  State.  He  was  not  one  of  those— 
and  be  wished  to  let  it  be  known,  let  censure  come 
upon  him,  as  heretofore,  from  what  quarter  it 
might — who  denounced  the  Secretary  of  State  be- 
cause he  chose  to  remain  .connected  with  the  Cab- 
inet when  the  remaining  members  saw  fit  to  retire. 
He  refused  then  to  censure  the  Secretary  for  re- 
maining at  his  post.  He  refused  now.  It  was  a 
question,  as  Mr.  Webster  remarked,  iuTolving  bis 
own  honor,  and  which,  therefore,  might  be  led  to 
his  own  decision.  He  (Mr.  M.)  found  nothing  on 
which  to  rest  a  censure.  The  American  Secretary 
said  that  he  had  been  looked  to,  on  account  of  his 
supposed  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  finance  by 
the  President  elect,  as  one  who  would  be  a  fit  per- 
son to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Trea<ury  De- 
partment; and,  from  tbe  knowledge  which  be  bad 
often  displayed  in  this  Capitol  and  elsewhere  on 
such  subjects,  he  (Mr.  M  )  should  have  said  that 
there  could  not  be  a  more  competent  judge  than 
tbe  Secretary  of  State. 

It  had  been  thirteen  years  since  he  first  put  bit 
foot  in  the  Canitol  of  the  United  States.  It  was  ia 
February,  1830,  that  be,  for  tbe  first  time,  put  bis 
foot  in  the  Senate  chamber;  and  when  be  entered 
the  lobby  of  the  Senate,  the  floor  was  occupied  by 
the  Senator  from  Ma!>5acho8etts,  upon  a  question 
growing  out  of  what  were  called  and  known  u 
the  Foot  resolutions.  He  thought  then,  and  now, 
that  he  had  never  seen  such  a  man  as  he  then  saw. 
He  had  just  come  from  the  Virginia  couTentioa, 
where  all  the  greatness  of  Virginia  was  assembled 
—where  there  were  three  generations  of  men,  oon- 
Ftituting  the  choicest  spirits  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
He  heard  them  all.  Still,  the  yearning  desire 
which  he  had  so  early  formed,  to  look  upon  what 
he  considered  a  great  man  in  all  respects,  had  not 
been  gratified.  But  when  he  entered  the  lobby  of 
the  Senate  chamber,  and  henrd  the  Massachusetts 
Senator  speaking  upon  a  subject  involvieg  the 
true  nature  and  genius  of  our  institutions,  and  dis- 
cussing the  question  then  before  tbe  Senate  with 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  sons  of  the  Sooth,  [Mr. 
Hayne,]  he  thought  that  be  had,  for  once,  looked 
upon  a  great  man,  in  all  parts  and  in  all  respects. 
After  hearing  that  speech,  the  impression  of  wbieh 
ceuld  never  fade  from  his  memory,  he  get  Mr. 
Webater'i  books.    He  searched  for  every  serap 
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\rlueb  bad  ever -fallen  from  him,  and  Mr.  Web- 
ster's works  were  his  vade  mecum,  Snch  was  his 
enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  man  and  his  produe- 
tiens^  that  for  years  be  slept  with  his  speeches  un- 
der his  head.  He  studied  them  over  and  oyer; 
and  if  Gfod  had  TouchFafed  to  him  any  of  that 
facoify  by  which  one  man  could  understand  the 
views  of  another,  he  had  it  from  him.  if  he  had 
not  mistaken  the  whole  principles  of  philosophy, 
currency,  finance,  and  the  political  organization  of 
this  Qovemment,  as  laid  down  in  those  works — if 
he  bad  searched  those  works  truly— all  which  con- 
demned those  principles  was  to  be  found  in  the 
proposition  for  an  exchequer. 

A  Government  bank,  with  a  SlsU  rigkti  feature 
incorporated  in  it,  emanating  from  Daniel  Web- 
ster! He  (Mr.  M.)  had  seen  and  heard  strange 
things  since  he  had  been  a  member  here;  but  this 
was  the  strangest  of  all  things  he  had  ever  been 
called  on  to  witness !  If  the  great  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  appointed  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
late  President  (for  whom  all  Whigs  voted)  to  con- 
duct the  delicate  and  difficult  negotiations  apper- 
taining to  that  portion  of  the  Union  whence  he 
came,  and  whose  confidence  he  enjoyed,  chose  to 
remain  connected  with  the  Cabinet  in  order  to  dis- 
cfaa^e  the  duty  assigned  to  him,  he  (Mr.  M  )  ad- 
mired the  firmness  which  induced  him  to  remain 
and  serve  his  country,  in  spite  of  the  denunciations 
hurled  against,  him.  If  the  great  Senator — and 
he  preferred  to  call  him  so,  because  it  was  in  that 
character  in  which  he  first  beheld  him — chose  to  treat 
with  scorn  and  contempt  those  who,  laying  it 
down  as  the  law  that  the  Cabinet  should  be  dis- 
solved itt  Mot  hurled  themselves  against  him  for 
maintaining  his  post  and  discharging  his  duty,  not 
as  the  retainer  of  any  man,  but  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  obligations  due  to  his  country,  he  (Mr.  If.) 
would  be  the  last  to  denounce  him,  let  orders  to 
that  effect  come  from  what  quarter  they  might. 
He  well  knew  what  it  was  to  receive  orders,  and 
to  have  the  party  scourge  la\{l  upon  his  free  back. 
He  admired  the  man  who  had  the  firmness  to  re^ 
sist  those  orders; — but  more  of  that  hereafter. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  late  ftpeech,  said 
(and some  thought  sarcastically)  that  the  motives 
of  public  men  should  be  presumed  to  be  pure.  He 
(Mr.  Bl)  would  be  the  last  person  ever  to  presume 
impurity  of  motive  against  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  had  charged  no  man:  he  now  meant  to  charge 
no  man.  It  was  no  invention  or  argument  of  his 
own  that  he  brought  before  the  House.  If  his 
principles  were  wrong,  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
taught  them  to  him.  On  him,  therefore,  let  the 
blame  rest.  If  the  ideas  he  advocated  were  "obso- 
lete,*^ the  Secretary  of  State  taught  him  what  was 
obsolete. 

By  the  exchequer,  the  Qovernment  was  made  to 
legislate  ander  favor  of  the  States*  permission. 
You  are  to  pass  a  law,  which  is  to  be  a  law,  or  not, 
according  to  whether  it  shall  be  permitted  by  State 
sovereignties  1^  Here  was  to  be  a  Qovernment 
bank,  under  political  direction,  trading  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  and  ten  millions  besides, 
with  a  State-rights  principle  incorporated!  Such  a 
measure  as  had  never  been  heard  of  before !  He 
could  never  go  for  it.  Give  him  the  law  of  1789, 
under  which  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment were  now  conducted — give  him  the  &ub- 
treasury — give  him  everything  else,  piled  up  on 
one  another,  rather  than  this  exchequer. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  taunt- 
ed the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  because 
they  did  not  report  a  substitute  for  the  exchequer. 
Why  should  they  have  done  otherwise  than  pursue 
the  course  they  tookl  Had  the  gentleman  forgot- 
ten what  he  (Mr.  M.)  heard  him  say  (and  the  gen- 
tleman would  pardon  him  for  declaring  that  he  al- 
ways listened  to  everything  which  fell  from  his  lips 
with  the  utmost  attention)  when  he  told  the  House 
tluit  the  Whig  party,  which  once  had  so  much  life, 
that  he  would  as  soon  think  of  sti iking  a  woman, 
or  kicking  a  corpse,  as  of  attacking  ii?  Lion-like, 
he  turned  off  from  the  insiguificance  of  the  object. 

After  a  few  more  remarks  jn  this  behalf, 
act  distinetly  heard,  he  proceeded  as  follows: 
^We  have  yon  hung  up— tvspendicur  per  e•^ 
^m^^between  heaven  and  earth,  and  fit  for 
neither;"  and  I  made  bold  to  .ask  the  gentleman 


which  of  the  two  schemes  was  the  scheme  of  the 
President;  when  I  was  answered  by  him  that  it 
was  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  if  this 
were  true-*if  the  gentleman  had  authority  to  speak 
on  this  subject,  and  tell  this  Congress,  after  the  ex- 
perience he  had  gained  of  the  sirong  nature  of  this 
**fixed  fact  in  the  Constitution,"  that  this  proposi- 
tion, and  no  other,  would  bs  taken, — why,  Mr. 
M.  would  ask,  should  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  expected  to  report  any  other? 

Mr.  WISB  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
when  he  said  that  he  had  authority  to  speak  for 
the  Executive  on  that  fioor. 

Mr.  M.  took  it  for  granted  that  the  gentleman  was 
acquainted  *  with  the  designs  of  the  Executive 
on  this  subject  of  the  treasury.  He  had  heard 
him  say  that  he  might  be  waked  up  at  any  hour  of 
the  night,  and  he  would  tell  at  once  what  John  Ty- 
ler would  do  jn  regard  to  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  also  heard  him  say  to  the  Whig 
party  that  they  should  have  this  measure,  and  no 
other.  Surely,  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  his  word  was  law  to  the  House.  He  did  not 
refer  to  his  own  power,  when  he  spoke  in  that  au- 
thoritative tone.  Knowing  the  stubborn  nature  of 
the  veto — and,  by-the-by,  he  approved  of  that  pow- 
er in  the  Cpnstitntion-p-he  could,  ef  course,  only 
suppose  that  he  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  spoke  by  authority.  But  why  should 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report  any- 
thing elsel  To  get  another  vetol  Did  the  gentle- 
man wish  to  place  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  again  In  this  predicament?  Who  did  not 
remember  the  charges  made  against  the  Whig 
party  at  the  last  session — and  for  which  he  had  no 
doubt  they  were  condemned  by  the  people— of  le- 
gislating for  the  purpose  of  catching  vetoes?  Why, 
then,  (said  Mr.  M.)  should  we  report  another  plan, 
or  amend  this?  The  Secretary  of  State  had  said, 
**DonH  change  this  thing."  He  knew  his  skill,  and 
the  tools  be  had  ured,  and  that  it  would  work  well. 
"Don't,  therefore,  (said  he,)  alter  it  in  the  least;  but 
give  us  the  thing  we  have  sent  yon, and  I  pledge" — 
Ob!  what  a  pledge— ''I  pledge  my  reputation  that 
it  will  work  well."  Why,  then,  (said  Mr.  M.) 
should  we  report  another  bill,  and  get  anether  veto? 
for  another  veto  is  inevitable  if  we  do  it. 

He  had  been  charged  in  that  House  and  oat  of 
the  House  with  being  inclined  to  surrender  to  Mr. 
Tyler  the  independence  of  Congress  upon  the  sufo- 
je<ft  of  the  clatiae  in  relation  to  the  public  lands 
that  was  stricken  out  of  the  tarifi*  bill  (as  he  said) 
upon  his  motion,  (though  there  seemed  to  be  some 
obscurity  upon  that  question.)  When  that  ques- 
tion came  up,  as  his  own  honor  was  involved,  he 
would  have  that  question  explained.  When  that 
subject  came  up,  it  would  be  found  whether  he 
was  inclined  to  surrender,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  independence  of  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  Government  to  the  Executive  power. 

On  that  question  he  difiV red  honestly  with  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  party;  but 
here  emphatically  was  a  question  of  a  surrender 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
We  have  (said  Mr.  M.)  sent  plan  after  plan  to  the 
Executive,  and  they  have  been  vetoed;  we  have 
been  told  that  any  law  on  this  subject,  according 
with  our  principles,  will  be  vetoed;  we  have  been 
told  that  the  legislative  will  on  this  subject  must 
submit,  and  that  we  must  take  the  law,  and  every 
letter  of  it,  from  the  Executive.  This  was  not  a 
question  of  the  veto  power.  Not  at  all.  It  wa^  not 
here  the  question,  whether,  because  the  Executive 
vetoes  a  law,  the  Constitution  shall  be  changed. 
Not  at  all.  The  question  was,  whether  the  Legis- 
lature  should  take  the  law  draughted  by  the  Execu- 
tive, with  everjr  i  dotted  and  every  I  ciossed,  or  get 
no  law  at  all. 

Must  they  take  the  law  as  it  came  from  him, 
and  have  no  power  to  amend  it?  That  was  the 
question;  and  let  it  be  expressly  understood,  that 
if  the  exchequer  bill  were  passed  by  this  Congress,  it 
would  be  passed  contrary  to  the  principles  of  both 
parties.  Dared  be  to  vote  upon  a  principle  like 
this?  Dared  he  to  legislate  under  the  dictation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States?  That  Capitol 
might  crumble  to  ruin  over  bis  head — the  com- 
merce of  the  country  might  sufier  ten  thousand 
fold  more  than  it  was  now  suffering,  ere  he  would 


lend  himself  to  any  such  proctediag.  It  was  a 
question  of  liberty  itself;  and  yet  gentlemen  were 
exceedingly  anxious  that  the  measure  should  pass. 
He  (Mr.  Marshall)  would  probably  have  an- 
other opportunity,  before  the  4th  of  March  oexr,  to 
continue  his  speech.  He  desired  this  to  be  under- 
stood as  merely  the  exordium  of  the  speech  whidi 
he  intended  to  make.  [A  laugh.]  He  had  a 
great  variety  of  matters  to  discourse  upon,  a  great 
many  things  to  say  in  relation  to  his  course  in  Con- 
gress, and  in  relation  to  his  very  peculiar  position, 
which  he  intended  to  define  exactly.  [A  laugh  ] 
The  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Administration 
on  that  fioor  were  extremely  anxious  that  this 
measure  should  pass.  They  had  had  a  tolerably 
district  annunciation  upon  this  subject,  the  other 
day,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

He  (Mr.  M.)had  suffered  so  much  from  mis- 
representation himself,  that  he  would  not  willingly 
misrepresent  any  human  being.    He  had  not  read 
the  gentleman^s  reported  speech;  but  he  had  heard 
at  least  three.foorths  of  it.    He  considered  it  as 
being  a  sort  of  haU-jest,  half-earnest  affair— one 
that  might  be  taken  eiiher  way.    He  did  not  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  as  announcing  upon  that 
fioor,  by  authority  of  the  President,  that  any  one 
who  expected  to  get  office  under  John  Tyler  must 
vote  for  this  bill.    But  he  certainly  did  understand 
the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  Whig  party  were  as 
dead   as   a  stone;   that   they   had  butted    their 
braiRS   out  against  the   constitutional    question; 
and  that  the  Administration  had  thrown  them  off. 
He  understood  it  to  be,  on  the  part  of  the  President 
and  his  administration,  a  distinct  and  final  repudi- 
ation of  the  Whig  party.    The  gentleman  had 
announced  one  fact — which  would,  he  feared,  b^ 
found  to  be  a  fact,  and  a  melancholy  one — that 
there  was  now  irf  the  United  States  no  man  of  suf- 
ficiently commanding  character  and  patriotism — no 
man  who,  by  his  name  and  weight  of  character 
alone,  could  rally  around  him,  as  around  a  com- 
mon centre,  any  party  in  this  country.    The  gen- 
tleman had  also  declared  that  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  but  a  continual  struggle  between  a 
number  of  gentlemen  in  that  House,  whose  name 
was  Legion,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  that,  among  this  numerous  host,  there  was  not 
a  single  individual  of  such  standing  and  stability 
as  to  draw  with  him  the  support  of  a  party.    That 
the  Democrats,  divided  as  they  now  were,  were  in 
very  great  danger,  by  means  of  the  ''constitutional 
fact,'*  (against  which  the  Whigs  had  butted  their 
brains  out,)  to  be  placed  in  precisely  the  same  fix. 
For  there  stood  the  same  '^constitutional  fact,** 
and  there  stood  the  great  party  who  had  been  sig- 
nally discomfited,  and  there  was  another  great  par- 
ty soon  to  be  put  hor$  du  eombat.    The  ring  was  to 
be  cleared.    [A  laugh.]    He  did  not  know  who 
those  gentlemen  were  whose  name  was  Legion;  he 
had  no  doubt  they  could  easily  be  distinguished  by 
the  gentleman.    Though  they  were  marked  as  dir- 
tincily  as  the  little  sheep  so  pathetically  described 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York — though  reject- 
ed and  driven  from  the  fold — no  one  could  blame 
them  for  casting  a  few  wistful  glances  towards 
those  they  had  left;  and  he  had  a  sort  of  hope  that, 
amid  the  divisions  on  the  other  side,  and  in  the  ex- 
ultation which  an  overwhelming  majority  was  so 
apt  to  inspire — believing,  as  t^y  did,  that  the 
Whigs  were  dead — stone-dead — some  of  these  days 
they  might  aaain  look  op,  and  recover  their  former 
standing.    The  gentleman  from  Massacbusetis  ap- 
parently desired  to  settle  this   great  question  for 
Congres?,  leaving  them  no  ground  to  stand  upon. 

It  would,  however,  all  thought,  be  a  queer  state  of 
things  to  see  a  union  between  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr. 
Webster,  and  the  Postmaster  General.  He  spoke 
not  now  of  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  for 
he  did  not  know  ihem  so  well;  he  would  not  name 
the  gentleman  from  Maine.  But  to  unite  either  the 
Northern  or  Southern  interest  with  John  Tyler— 
my  conscience,  what  a  coalition  it  would  bel  If 
this  should  take  place,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  should  be  found  amongst  them,  would  he 
ever  say  anything  more  oii  that  floor  about  coali- 
tioni 

A  strange  sight  to  see  Mr.  Van  Buren  associated 
with  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Webster!  [A  laugh.] 
But  enough  of  this:  let  the  Democracy  stick  to 
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their  principles,  and  leave  the  Whig  party  to  take 
care  of  tbamselves.  The  principles  they  once  held 
wefe  right:  let  them  stick  to  their  principles,  and 
kt  the  others  stiek  to  theirs;  let  the  Administration 
go  on  as  it  chose,  it  wonld  be  over  in  a  little  time; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  when  it  was  over,  and  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  came  to  be  written,  this  Ad- 
ministration— for  some  of  the  members  of  which 
be  felt  the  highest  respect — wonld  be  a  sort  of 
parenthesis,  [a  laugh,]  which,  on  looking  into  the 
grammar  books,  wonld  be  fonnd  to  be  a  passage 
Which  might  be  left  oat  without  injury  to  the  sense. 
[Prolonged  laughter.] 

He  (lie  M.)  had  held  on  to  the  Administration 
as  long  as  he  possibly  ceuld,  as  a  Whig  Adminis- 
tration; and  he  was  one  who  believed  that  Mr. 
Tyler,  although  he  had  been  called  a  traitor,  and 
denounced  for  having  deserted  his  party,  honestly 
and  sincerely  disagreed  in  judgment,  and  enter- 
tained opposite  sentiments  from  those  of  a  majority 
of  the  Whig  party.  He  believed  Mr.  Tyler  to  be 
a  lower  Virginian  of  the  later  platonic  school.  [A 
Itftigh.]  He  had  never  entertained  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Tyler  being  an  out-and-out  Whig,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  G^n.  Harrison's  death.  Mr.  Tf  ler,  if  he 
knew  anything  of  his  history,  was  once  a  Jackson- 
man,  and  quitted  the  Administration  party  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulties  which  grew  out  of  the 
questions  of  State  rights  and  of  Nullification. 
Mr.  Tyler  was  a  Jackson  man  when  be  (Mr.  M.) 
was  in  opposition  to  Qen.  Jackson's  policy,  and  he 
was  against  Gen.  Jackson  when  be  (Mr.  M.)  was 
on  his  side. 

He  was  not  at  the  Harrisburg  convention,  but 
be  had  swallowed  the  ticket  agreed  upon  by  the 
Whig  party;  he  had  taken  it  all  down.  Out  of 
Congress,  he  always  did  whatever  the  Whigs  told 
him.  [A  laugh.]  And  he  would  do  so  in  Con- 
gress, if  there  was  not  a  high'er  obligation  resting 
npon  him.  With  a  certain  class  of  politicians — 
politicians  of  the  strict  constructionist  school — 
a  passage  from  an  old  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  of 
but  three  lines  separated  from  the  context,  was  of 
higher  obligation  thdn  the  Constitution  itself^  He 
never  supposed  that  Mr.  Tyl^r  would  give  bis  as- 
sent to  any  bank  system,  until  he  saw  the  mes- 
sage which  recommended  this  exchequer  plan. 
Never,  until  then,  had  he  any  hope  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  sign  any  bank  bill.  Whenever  he  heard 
Virginia  politicians  talking  about  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  about  the  opinions  of  the  fathers  of  that  school 
of  politics,  he  confessed  that  he  always  got  scared. 
Bat  the  new  doctrine  went  still  farther.  The  older 
politicians,  if  he  UDder«tord  them,  n«7er  held  such 
doctrine.  They  were  strict  constructionists,  to  be 
snre;  but  they  never  held  that  the  power  to  incor- 
porate^ a  bank  was  unconstitutional  because  no 
such  power  was  delegated  by  the  Constitution. 
What  wa«  the  doctrine  they  now  heard?  That  the 
powers  of  this  Government  were  supreme,  abso- 
lute,  and  irresistible  within  the  ten  miles  square; 
and  that  a  law  passed  by  C-ingress  might  be  ex- 
tended to  the  Stales,  by  the  assent  of  the  State 
Legislatures;  or,  in  other  words,  a  lavir  might  be 
passed  by  compact  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  (he  State  Legislaturee;  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  had  endorsed  that  doctrine. 
He  had  not  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  dec- 
trine  until  within  a  few  months;  and  yet,  it  appear- 
ed, it  was  one  of  the  pfcaliar  doctrines  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. 

He  had  never  heard  the  Democratic  party  take 
this  ground,  and  on  this  point  he  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  agreed.  Some  of  the  Democratic 
party,  indeed,  held  that  the  incorporation  of  a  na- 
tional bank  was  improper,  as  it  gave  an  undue 
preference  to  individuals;  :hat  it  made  undoe  dis- 
crimination, giving  to  the  stockholders  the  use  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  plac'ng  them  in  a  better 
condition  than  all  other  people,  (n  this  particular 
be  and  they  differed;  but  would  they,  holdirg  such 
doctrine,  come  forward  now  and  give   their  sap- 

STt  to  a  government  bank  of  this  description? 
e  thought  they  would  not. 
Whether  the  Whig  party  would  ever  come  into 
power  again,  or  not,  was  only  for  Him  who  held  the 
issues  of  life  and  death  to  determine;  he  thonght  it 
exceedintly  probable  that,  whether  they  did  or  not, 
lie  wonld  not  be  permitted  any  longer  to  remain  in 


their  tanks;  he  would  not  be  permitted  lo  bear 
arms,  and  to  do  battle  in  their  ranks;  bnt  whether 
they  rose  or  fell,  it  was  in  their  power  at  least  te 
fall  with  dignity. 

The  Democratic  party,  be  believed,  felt  them- 
selves strong  enough  to  succeed  in  their  own  meas- 
ures without  assistance.  They  had  seen  these 
gentlemen,  whose  name  was  Legion,  da5h  their 
brains  out  against  this  fixed  constitutional  fact — out 
of  revenge,  probably,  for  having  elected  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  who  was  yf  a  different 
creed  in  politics.  Caesar  had  fallen  in  the  capitQl, 
and  fallen  at  the  very  base  of  Pompey^  statue. 
There  they  lie  disabled,  and  now  they  want  De- 
mocracy to  take  them  by  the  hand  and  raise  them 
up.  But  Democracy  says  no!  we  will  not  help  you, 
for  we  do  not  like  you.  We  are  not  responsible  for 
your  disasters. 

Had  it  coma  to  this?  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  authority  to  make  such  a  proposi- 
tion— to  announce  that  Mr.  Webster  offers  his  name 
and  his  vast  influence  in  favor  of  a  Democratic 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  whether  be  comes 
from  the  North  or  from  the  South,  and  to  establish 
a  Government  bank,  based  on  the  public  revenue, 
to  be  conducted  by  commissioners,  bound  by  no 
responsibility  save  to  the  throne,  and  with  the  doc- 
trine of  State  rights  stuck  in  the  middle  of  the  sys- 
tem? \ 

Here  Mr.  M.  was  interrupted — his  hour  hav- 
ing expired;  but,  before  resuming  bis  seat,  he  gave 
notice  that  he  wotild,  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
resume  and  continue  his  speech.  No  matter  what 
the  subject  of  debate  might  be,  be  intended  ^o  go 
right  through  with  what  he  had  to  say.  If  gentle- 
men chose  to  be  boisterous,  he  would  imitate  their 
example;  and  he  believed  he  could  use  the  lash  as 
severely  as  they  could. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  then  obtained  the  floor,  bnt 
yielded  it  to 

Mr.  WM.  W.  IRWIN,  who  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; but  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  and 
ordered, 

Mr.  IRWIN,  aAer  two  or  three  names  had  been 
called,  by  general  oonient  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Filmore^s 
motion  to  print  the  two  reports,  and  carried;  leav- 
ing the  motion  to  print  the  extra  number  of  copies 
open. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WM.  W.  IRWIN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TuKSDAT,  January  10,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  D?pArtment, 
transmitting^  in  compliance  wiih  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  13th  December,  further  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cpf>rations  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be' printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
5th  instant,  a  report  made  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  the  district  attorney  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  cloth  cases, 
in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  defraud  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed.  He  would  just  say, 
that  if,  after  the  report  was  printed,  and  examined 
by  him,  it  should  turn  out  to  be  the  document  asked 
for,  he  would  move  for  the  priming  of  an  addition- 
al number  of  copies;  for  those  frauds  on  the  rev- 
enue should  be  spread  before  the  country,  exposed, 
and  put  a  ^ top  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  inquired  whether  the  com- 
munication there  made  was  not  in  relation  to  one 
of  those  cases  now  in  nti^ation,  and  pending  before 
one  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  possible  that 
some  one  of  the  m;iny  cases  mUhi  now  be  pending 
t>erore  the  courts,  though  he  did  not  know  that 
there  was.  It  was  hi"}  belief  that  there  had  been 
about  forty  trials  of  those  cases  before  the  courts 
and  jury  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  They  were 
all  decided  in  favor  of  the  United  States;  and  all  re- 
lated to  a  sabject  which  it  was  not  bis  wish  to  du- 


cnss  until  he  saw  this  report.  But  when  it  was 
presented,  it  would  be  found  that  the  time  bad  ar- 
rived when  it  was  necessary  to  take  some  decisive 
action  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  no  objection  U>  the 
mode  of  action  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
proposed  for  himself;  but  a  commnnication  Wit 
made  to  bim  that  some  of  those  cases  were  now  de- 
pending before  the  courts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked,  that  if  any  of 
those  cases  were  depending  before  the  conrts,  diey 
had  been  carried  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  a 
writ  of  error;  though  he  did  not  know  that  nich 
was  the  ca^e. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  if  the  cases  reported 
to  the  Senate  were  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
it  was  not  proper  to  publish  the  report  until  those 
cases  were  decided  finally.  When  cases  were  un- 
dergoing trial  in  the  court  which  was  sitting  nnder 
their  chamber,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  make  a 
publication  which  might  have  effect  on  their  de- 
cision. He  understood,  fcrrtbermore,  tbat  the  par- 
ties believed  that  it  was  intended  to  prejudice  theae 
causes  now  pending,  by  getting  up  a  debate  in  the 
Senate  on  them.  He  did  not  wish  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  understand  tbat  be  wonld, 
for  a  moment,  entertain*an  idea  that  be  would  be 
capable  of  such  an  act.  He  did  not  believe  tbat  he 
was  capable  of  doing  anything  of  the  kind;  for  he 
kn#w  that  if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania:  be- 
lieved that  any  of  these  cases  were  depending  be- 
fore the  court  below,  it  would  be  far  from  his 
purpose  to  say  or  do  anything  that  might  prejudice 
them.  It  was  the  impression  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, that  there  was  some  person  of  less  conse- 
quence moving  in  an  underhand  manner  to  preju- 
dice the  trials,  by  bringing  about  a  debate  in  tbe 
Senate  while  the  cases  were  pending. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  tbe  Senator  did  bim  no 
more  than  justice,  when  he  asserted  that  be  would 
be  incapable  of  doing  anything  which  would  pre* 
judice  a  case  which  might  be  under  judicial  in- 
vestigation before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates;  but  even  if  any  of  these  cases  were  there,  (a 
fact  of  which  he  was  not  aware,)  how,  on  tbe  &ce 
of  the  earth,  be  would  ask,  could  the  printing  of 
this  report  prejudice  those  case;.?  The  report,  u 
he  understood,  disclosed  the  nseans  by  which  for- 
eign importers  committed  frauds  upon  tbe  revenue 
of  this  country.  It  was  a  question  ef  law  merely. 
It  would  be  for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  de- 
cide, nnder  all  the  circumstances,  whether  tbe  re- 
port should  be  printed.  He  knew  nothing  of  its 
contents,  except  what  bad  been  stated  to  him  by 
others;  he  only  knew  that  it  emanated  from  a  most 
respectable  source.  It  had  been  suggested  to 
.him  that  some  legislation  might  be  necessary  to 
counteract  those  frauds  which  he  had  referred  to; 
and  he  had  merely  asked  for  tbe  printing  of  the 
report,  that  it  might  be  examined  by  the  Senate* 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tbe  Sea* 
ate  a  communication  from  tbe  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  from  the  incorporated 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the 
state  of  their  affairs  at  the  close  of  the  year  1849; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  commnnieatioa 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting,  in  con- 
formity with  the  30ih  section  of  tbe  act  of  Con- 
gresf  of  26th  August,  1842,  a  statement  showing 
the  expenditures  out  of  the  contineent  fund  of  that 
department  for  the  year  ending  30ih  of  September, 
184*2;  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  o^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  taVIe,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communicatica 
from  the  Navy  Department,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  ihe  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo,  giving 
information  of  the  number  of  pensions  fur  disi- 
bility  which  have  been  paid  to  seamen,  or  privates 
of  (be  marine  corps,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
Aueust,  1841,&c.;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAY- 
ARD, was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnication 
from  ^e  -  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office,  transmitting,  in  compliaoee  with  a  resolt* 
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of  the  Senate  of  the  30tb  ultimo,  a  siateoaent 
sbowing  at  what  ofl^^es  pablic  sales  of  lands  have 
keen  held  sinoe  the  4ih  of  September,  1841,  (being 
the  dale  of  the  paaeage  of  the  diatribntion  act,) 
and  the  total  amoum  of  money  received  at  sneh 
salts,  and  what  amonnt  was  paid  over  the  mini- 
moffl  price  of  f  I  25  per  acie,  Ac.;  which  was,  on 
moUon  of  Mr.  McROBEETS,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  (able,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  foor  memarials 
from  most  respectable  farmers  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
^f^Jt  praying  for  the  appointment  of  an  agency 
for  the  porcbase  of  hemp;  and  urging  the  propriety 
of  having  it  manufactured  there  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Agriculture. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
chants and  others  of  the  city  of  Boston,  praying 
indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  1600:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  the 
bill  on  that  subject 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Dupuyster  andJIenry  M.  Cruger;  which 
wu  lead,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  tinae  of  payment  of  the  judgments  against 
the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  the  Agrt- 
ealtnral  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bilk  au- 
thorizing an  exandnation  and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  refiined  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
furs. 

Mr.  MILLER,  firom  the  Committee  on  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  which  the  memorial  of  the 
ccHporate  authorities  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  on 
the  subj^t  bad  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Alexandria;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  M.  also,  firom  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofliee  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Murray,  the  surviving  part- 
ner  of  Murray  &  Spencer;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  en  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mi*  M.  also,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  for  repa« 
viog  and  repairing  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  Wash- 
ington city;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
Che  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  r 

Mr.  KERR,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  ex« 
tend  the  Patent  efflce  to  9(h  street;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  a  memorial  front  the  city  of  New 
York,  asking  Congress  to  adopt  the  plan  for  a 
board  of  exchequer;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard R.  Wilde,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
copyright  law  may  be  extended  to  a  work  which  be 
is  about  to  publish  in  Earope  first,  reported  a  bill 
for  bis  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Ml.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju 
didary,  to  whom  was  referred — 

"A  BSUL  to  lodMnnifiir  Major  0«MraI  Andrew  Jackson  for  dann 
~~  auiiaiped  in  the  diacba^e  of  hte  ofRcial  duty. 


Be  it  tnaeted  by  the  SetuUe  atui  Home  nf  R^prettattatives 
ffjht  United  Statea  of  America  in  ConMree*  aeeemblcd, 
Tliat  the  proper  accounting  oflicen  of  tlie  Treasury  Depart- 
aiMtba,aod  oiay  are  liereby,  directed  to  at  certain  the  amount 
ef  the  penalty  or  damages  awarded  by  the  district  jodse  of  the 
tJoited  Btates  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  eighteen  nundred 
and  fifteen,  against  Major  General  Andrew  Jaclcson,  then  com- 
uaoder'te'Clim  of  that  district,  for  ofllcial  acts  in  (hat  capacity, 
and  paid  by  him  at  tltat  time;  and  that  the  sum  so  paid,  with 
ioMesl  at  riz  per  cent  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Major  General 
Aninm  Jackson,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  other* 
iHm  •ppropriated." 

■ade  the  following  report: 

*  The  Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
Kferred  the  bill  to  indemnify  Kajor  Qeneral  An- 
dMw  Jaoteon  for  damage  sustained  in  the  dis- 
•barge  of  hia  official  duty,  oeg  leave  to  submit  the 

*'^winf  report:  ^ 

MU  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 


on  the  Judiciary,  after  having  been  made  a  special 
order  in  the  Senate,  and  after  having  undergone 
discussion  there.  It  has  been  so  referred  generally, 
and  without  specifying  tbe  particular  points  of  in- 
quiry, which  were  contemplated  by  the  Senate  in 
ordering  the  reference.  The  whole  subject  having 
been  thus  referred  to  their  examination,  wiih  all 
the  interesting  questions  which  it  includes,  perhaps 
it  giay  be«onsidered  to  be  the  doty  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  the  organ  of  the  Senate  in  the  preparatory 
examination  of  legal  subjects,  to  examine  and  te* 
port  on  those  connected  with  the  object  of  this  ref- 
erence. 

"Yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  instructions 
from  the  Senate,  and  looking  to  tbe  discQssions  which 
have  led  to  the  reference  of  the  bill,  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  will  best 
fulfil  their  duty  to  the  Senate  by  reporting  it  with 
an  amendment,  placing  the  restoration  of  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall,  on 
grounds  which  do  not  involve  any  censure  of 
either  of  the  parlies  in  this  by-gone  transaction, 
nor  in  any  degree  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  patriot- 
ic citiiens  of  New  Orleans;  but  simply  protect 
tk^  Senate  Oom  the  possible  inference  that,  in 
passing  this  bill,  it  has  acknowledged  the  legal 
authority  of  a  military  ofiicer  to  establish  martial 
law  within  the  limiu  of  this  free  republic  They 
accordingly  report  the  bill  with  an  amendmeoc 

**Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert — 

*'Thai,  in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  milita- 
ry services  of  Major  Gknerai  Andrew  Jackson,  in 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the 
desire  expressed  by  sundry  citizens  and  Legisla- 
tares  of  this  Union,  in  divers  petitions  anVl  legisla- 
tive resolutions  submitted  to  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  the  fine  of  (1,000  imposed  upon 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  by  tbe  Hon. 
Dominick  A.  Hall,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
stored; and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson 
the  said  sum  of  |1,000,  with  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  thereon,  from  the  day  of  its  payment  by  him, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

**AIso,  strike  out  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  insert 
*A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson.' " 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  same  committee,  read 
the  following;  which  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  as 
a  minority  report,  viz: 

**The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Andrew  Jacksc  n  for  damagee  sustained  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  dissents  from  the 
views  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  this  case. 
The  bill  referred  to  die  eonunittee  contains  no  cen- 
sure of  the  conduct  or  motives  of  Judge  Hall,  nor 
does  it  express  any  opinion  ss  to  the  acts  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Orleans.  It  leaves  all  those  sub- 
jects untouched,  to  depend  upon  (he  judgment  of 
the  present  age  and  of  posterity.  Tbe  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  will  be  only  an  expression 
of  tbe  legislative  will,  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances cS"  the  case,  the  money  paid  by  Gen.  Jack- 
sen  in  discharge  of  his  fine,  and  now  retained  in 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  should  be  refund- 
ed. Such  a  bill  an  aigns  and  censures  no  one.  But 
the  report  of  the  committee,  by  the  clearest  impli- 
cation, in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  does  ar- 
raign the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  this  ease 
as  subversive  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  case  does  not  necessarily  involve  the 
power  of  a  military  commander  to  ^'establish  mar> 
lial  law  within  the  limits  of  this  free  republic  ** 
This  question,  however,  having  been  introduced  by 
the  committee,  the  undersigned  submits  that,  in 
time  of  war,  and  of  imminent  public  danger,  it  may 
be  tbe  doty  of  the  commander  to  arrest  those  re- 
garded as  traitors,  spies,  or  mutineers,  within  the 
limits  of  bis  cam^;  especially  in  cases  where  it  was 
obvious  to  him  that  his  refusal  to  exercise  such 
power  would  involve  the  disbanding  of  bis  forces, 
tbe  defeat  of  his  anny,  and  the  surrender  of  that 
army  and  of  the  country  which  he  was  bound  tode- 
fend.  The  alternative,  as  he  fully  believed,  was  to 
make  the  arrest,  or  the  abandonment  of  his  coun*  [ 


iry*s  standard,  and  the  surrender  of  cue  of  her 
greatest  cities,  to  a  powerful  enemy,  whose  motto 
of  victory  involved  indiscriminate  plunder  and  li« 
ceniious   outrage.      Under   such   circunutancesL 
should  he  make  the  arrest  and  save  the  countn^ 
To  this  question  there  will  be  but  one  response 
from  the  heart  of  every  true  American  patriot. 
That  General  Jackson,  and  those  united  with  him 
in  tbe  defence  of  New  Orleans,  fully  believed  this 
emergency  to  exist,  is  beyond  all  doubt  or  contro- 
versy.   If,  then,  this  was  tbe  stale  of  the  case,  it 
was  the  doty  of  General  Jackson  to  have  made  the 
arrest;  and  the  act  was  not  merely  excusable,  but 
justifiable.    It  was  demanded  by  a  great  and  over- 
ri|ling  necessity;  and  had  he  failed  to  assume  this 
responsibility,  and  the  consequences  which  he  an* 
licipated  had  occurred,  he  would  have  merited  and 
received    universal  execration.     Such  being  the 
facts,  was  General  Jacluon  bound  to  liberate  the 
prisoner,  immediately  upon  the  mandate  of  the  Fed- 
eral judge  of  that  districil    If,  as  Gen.  Jackson  be« 
lieved,  the  danger  was  still  imminent — that  the  lib- 
eration at  that  tinu  of  the  prisoner  would  overthrow 
his  power,  and  bring  bis  auihority  as  commander 
into  contempt — that  it  wouldsurely  produce  a  repe* 
tition  of  similar  acts  of  mutiny  and  treason,  and 
demonstrate  his  inability  to  restrain,  much  less  to 
punish  them^that  it  would  lead  tothedepopulatioa 
or  defeat  of  his  army,  and  the  surrender  of  the  cilf 
he  was  bound  to  defend;  the  same  overruling  ne- 
cessity which  justified  the  arrest,  would  require  the 
detention  of  tbe  prisoner  until  the  emergency  had 
passed,  and  he  could  be  surrendered  with  safety 
into  the  hands  of  the  civil  authority.    The  law 
which  justified  the  act,  was  tbe  great  law  of  n^ 
cessity;  it  was  the  Law  of  self-defence.    This  great 
law  of  necessity — of  defence  of  self,  of  horns,  and 
of  country — never  was  designed  to  be  abrogated  bjr 
any  statute,  or  by  any  constitution.    This  was  the 
law  which  justified  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
prisoner;  and,  however  the  act  nuy  now  be  as- 
sailed, it  has  long  since  received  tbe  cordial  ap- 
Jrobation  of  the  American  people.   That  Qenentl 
ackson  never  desired  to  elevate  the  military  above 
the  civil  authority,  is  proved  by  his  conduct  during 
the  trial,  and  after  the   impositien  of  this  finsk 
When  the   magistrate    ascended  to  the  bench-* 
acting  for   no  contempt  in   the  presence  of  llie 
court — acting  in   his   own  case   as  prosecutor, 
witness,  accuser,  and  judge;  when  the  Gteneral% 
answer  was  refused  to  be  heard,  and  he  was  denied 
a    trial    by   jury;    when    a    victorious    arrny^ 
and  a  rescued  and  *grateful  people,  thronged  the 
court,  the  terrified.  Judge  was  about  to  adjourn 
the  court  without  inflicting  the  sentence*— General 
Jackson  rose;  he  quieted  the  threatened  tumult;  re- 
quested the  Jodge  to  proceed}  the  sentence  was  imi- 
posed;  he  bowed,  in  a  calm  and  dignified  submis- 
sion to  the  mandate  of  the  law,  and  paid,  at  oneev 
the  penalty  inflicted  for  saving  the  country.    And 
when,  upon  retiring  from  the  court,  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  grateful  and  indignant  people^  his 
brief,  but  glorious  address  was  an  appeal  to  all 
who  heard  him  to  respect  the  civil  tribunals,  and 
maintain  tbe  supremacy  of  the  law.    And  now  the 
qnestion  is,  shall  this  penalty,  thus  incurred  in  dis- 
cbarge of  a  solemn  duty,  and  thus  paid,  be  paid^ 
or  refunded?    The  title  is,  ''A  bill  to  indemni/y 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  damaces  sus- 
tained in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty.**    The 
title  is  in  strict  conformity  with  tbe  facts  of  the 
case,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  should 
be  retained.    The  committee,  however,  propose  to 
reject  it,  and  to  substitute,  as  a  title,  '*A  bill  fv 
tbe  relief  of  General  Andrew  Jackson."    General 
Jackson  has  neve  solicited,  nor  will  he  ever  re« 
ceive,  ruch  relief.    He  is  no  mendicant;  he  asks 
no  alms,  or  pension,  or  bounty,  from  his  country: 
but  that  country  itself  demands  that  this  money 
shall  be  refVinded  as  an  act  of  justice.    It  was  a 
penalty  incurred  for  saving  the  country,  and  the 
country  requires  that  it  shall  be  restored.    Nor  is 
the  undersigned  prepared  to  give  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  the  bill  for  refunding  this  money.    The 
bill  places  the  restoratien  of  the  penalty  main^ 
upon  the  ^'consideration  of  the  distinguished  mili- 
tary serv^  of  General  Jackson."    This  hill  Is 
not  a  payment  for  services,  however  great  or  mer- 
itorious.   These  services  are  being  paid  in  the 
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approbation  of  hU  conscience  and  of  bis  country,  | 
in  the  giorioas  result  of  his  immortal  victories  on 
a  frontier  saved  from  savage  Tory  and  from  iodis* 
criminate  massacre,  in  (be  rescue  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  reconquest  ol  Louisiana  aud  of  its  noble 
river;  paid  in  closing  our  late  eventful  struggle 
with  glory  and  reoown;  paid  in  the  highest  honors 
mod  offices  which  a  graietul  people  could  bestow; 
and,  through  ages  to  come,  posterity  will  continue 
the  payment  in  gratitude  and  praise,  re-echoed  by 
countless  millions  throughout  this  great  republic, 
and  in  every  country  and  in  every  land  where  our 
principles  shall  go  on,  conquering  and  to  conquer, 
striking  down  the  thrones  of  despots,  and  erecting 
upon  their  ruins  the  glorious  fabiic  of  the  people^s 
will.  And  are  these  the  services  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  compensate  by  the  payment  of  this 
paltry  sum,  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Andrew  Jackson?  It  is  not  a  bill  for  relief,  but 
for  indemnity;  not  a  payment  for  services,  t)ut  a 
restoration  of  money  unjustly  withheld;  and  in  no 
other  view  can  it  receive  the  support  of 

"R.  J.  WALKER." 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  be  printed; 
which  motion  was^ut,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  was  ordered  to  be  prim- 
ei,  and  appended  to  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  20,000  copies  extra  be 
printed  of  both  reports. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked,  that  that  motion  would 
lie  over,  under  the  rule,  for  the  present. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  was  understood  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  motion  was  not  then 
in  order,  as  the  question  of  printing  the  report  was 
disposed  of.  Tiiey  had  that  moment  ordered  the 
reports  to  be  printed;  consequently,  this  was  a  new 
.  and  independent  motion,  which  would  have  to  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  the  motion  would  have  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Piinting. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
▼iews  of  the  minority  were  not,  strictly  speaking, 
a  report;  and  not  being  such,  the  motion  to  print 
should  properly' have  t>een  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee oa  Priming;  but  there  being  no  objection  at 
the  time,  the  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to 
print,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  dis- 
sent; which  was  tantamount  to  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked,  that  the  question  was  now 
on  ordering  an  additional  quantity  to  be  printed. 
The  motion  to  print  the  usual  quantity,  as  a  report, 
was  already  decided;  and  the  question  could  not 
be  revived,  without  it  was  strictly  a  report,  in  the 
sense  of  the  rule.  The  Senate  having  decided  by 
that  vote  that  it  was  a  report,  the  qiH'stion  to  print 
an  additional  quantity  was  exempted  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  rule  which  required  the  motion  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  GHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that,  as  a 
report,  it  was  not  necessary  to  refer  the  motion  to 
priht  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  there  was  no  objection  to 
printing  the  usual  quantity  of  a  report;  but,  the 
■lotion  to  print  an  additional  quantity  being  an 
independent  resolntioo,  must  lie  over  one  day, 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  soirgested  to  the  Q^nator 
fjrom  Missouri  [Mr.  Linm]  to  let  the  motion  lie 
over  till  to-morrow,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  print;  fop  it  was  evident  that  no 
bill  would  pass  this  session  to  indemnify  General 
Jackson. 

Mr.  LINN  modified  his  motion  to  10,000  copies, 
instead  of  20  000. 

^Ir.  BUCHANAN  supposed  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  could  get  over  all  the  difficulty  ly  letting 
it  lie  over  till  to-morrow  morning,  when  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  ask  for  the  unanimous  consent 
to  pass  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  LINN  yielded  to  the  suggestion;  and  the 
motion  was  laid  ever  till  to-morrow. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  then  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Biaacw,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  vif : 

"iZe«o/9«d;  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
the  fleoate  why  the  appropriation  made  by  Coogrev,  at  the 


laat  tenlon,  for  Fort  LiTimFBton,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  hae 
l>een  withheld  (Irom  the  officer  superintdnding  the  construction 
of  ttiat  wortc;  and,  also,  by  virtue  of  what  law,  or  by  whose  au- 
thoritr,  said  appropriation  was  withheld;  and  whether  the  ap- 
propriation has  been  expended  on  any  oi  (he  military  defences 
of  the  country;  and,  also,  that  he  inform  ttie  Senate  whether  the 
completion  of  Fort  Livingston  is  not  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  military  defem^  ofNew  Orleans." 

The  following  resolution^  submitted  by  Mr. 
Conrad  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  adopted, 
viz: 

RfoXvtd^  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  in- 
structed Co  inquire  into  the  ezpedieilby  of  repealing  so  much 
of  ttie  act,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  organisation  of  ttie« 
army,  and  for  other  purpoeea,"  passed  August  23, 1842,  as  pro* 
Tides  iliat  thesecona  reginMnt  of  dragoons  shall,  from  and  after 
the  4ih  day  of  Blarch  next,  be  conrerted  into  a  regiment  of  ri- 
flemen. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday — the  bill  authoriiiog  the  occupa- 
tion and  settlement  of  the  Territory  ot  Oregon.  The 
pending  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
weie  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  if  there  was  not  a 
proposition  pending  at  the  adjournment  yesterday? 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  be  had  had  some 
idea  yesterday  of  presentiog  an  amendment  which 
would  obviate  the  difficulty  now  likely  to  impede 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  but  at  that  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings it  could  be  adopted  only  by  unanimous 
consent.  Since  then,  he  had  thought  more  about  the 
matter,  and  should  now  decline  moving  the  amend- 
ment. It  wa^one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult 
questions  to  touch  upon.  There  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  propriety  of  encouraging  our  citizens  to  set- 
tle in  that  country,  nor  as  to  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing fortifications;  but  as  to  making  appropria- 
tions of  portions  of  the  territory,  what  bad  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the 
Senitor  from  Massachusetts  yesterday,  had  placed 
the  subject  in  a  very  strong  light.  As,  under  ex- 
isting arrangements,  the  territory  was  to  be  used  in 
common  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  the  question 
which  now  arose  was,  whether  they  could,  with 
any  propriety,  under  the  existing  relations  between 
this  Government  and  Great  Britain,  adopt  such  a 
bill  as  this,  unless  the  provision  regarding  the 
grants  of  land  te  settlers  be  stricken  out  If  that 
portion  of  the  bill  were  stricken  out,  he  (If  r.  B) 
would,  with  great  cheerfulness,  vote  for  the  estab- 
liihment  of  fortifications.  He  would  not,  however, 
at  present,  ofier  any  amendment 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  the  Senate,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  was  exceedingly  thio — too 
much  so,  he  thought,  to  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken  at  present.  He  had  waited  in  expectation 
that  other  views  than  hia  would  be  stated;  but  it 
appeared  that^  no  one  at  present  was  inclined  to 
continue  the  debate.  His  wish  was  to  reply  to 
any  objections  which  might  be  offered  in  relation 
to  what  he  had  said  on  the  subject  yesterday;  being 
entitled,  as  he  thought,  to  close  the  debate.  He 
was  anxious,  too,  that  the  few  remarks  which  he 
intended  to  make  in  conclusion  should  be  heard 
by  the  whole  Senate;  he  would  move,  therefore, 
(and  he  hoped  the  motion  would  meet  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate,)  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

It  was  accordingly  postponed. 

Senate  bill  No.  34,  providing  for  ascertaining 
and  disposing  of  the  lead-mineral  lands  in  the 
States  of  Illinois  and  Arkansas,  and  Territories  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  observed  thai  he  would 
offer  two  sets  of  amendments;  one  set  proposed  by 
himself,  jon  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  the  other 
suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  but  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  merely  state  his  opinion,  leav- 
ing the  Senate  to  act  upon  them.  Mr.  S.  then  ex- 
plained the  amendments  be  recommended,  many 
of  which  were  merely  verbal  alterations.  One  was 
to  extend  the  time  for  entry  at  the  minimum  price, 
after  the  lots  were  offered  for  public  sale,  from  two 
to  three  years.  Another  was  to  sul»titute  the 
words  '^mineral  lands*'  for  'Mead  mines.** 

All  the  amendments  recommeuded  by  the  com- 
mittee were  adopted. 


Mr.  S.  then  submitted  the  amendments  suggested 
by  the  Secreury  of  War. 

One  was,  to  include  with  lead  minerals,/'or  ores 
of  copper  and.  zinc."  Another,  to  increase  the 
minimum  price  at  which  the  lands  were  to  be  of- 
fered at  public  sale,  from  |5  to  |10. 

Mr.  SMITH  stated  that  he  did  not  approve  of 
these  amendments,  but  would  leave  the  natter 
with  the  Senators  from  Illinois  and  the  Senate. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  stated  that  there  were  strong  ob- 
jections to  both.  As  to  copper  and  zine,  he  knew 
of  no  mines  of  that  nature  in  Illinois.  He  believ« 
ed,  some  years  ago,  a  copper  mine  was  opened 
within  the  border  of  Wisconsin,  which  at  first,  it 
was  supposed,  would  realize  considerable  profit; 
and  he  understood  good  prices  were  obtained  for 
the  land  in  consequence  of  it.  But  the  speenlatioa 
was  subsequently  found  unprofitable,  and  it  cama 
to  nothing.  As  to  the  increase  of  price,  it  would 
be  most  injurious.  He  would  rather  see  the  price 
reduced  from  $5. 

Mr.  SMITH  concurred  with  the  Senator  firom 
Illinois,  that  the  amendments  ought  not  to  be  adopt* 
ed.  He  thought  the  price  of  the  lands  for  pablie 
sale  sufficiently  high,  under  all  the  circumstaneee. 
There  might  be  instances  in  which  flOO,  or  |M 
an  acre,  would  not  be  too  much;  but,  in  tlie  great 
mass  of  cases,  #5  would  be  found  a  sufildeathr 
high  average.  The  House  of  Representatives  had, 
indeed,  set  it  down  much  lower — at  |3  50 ;  whicb 
was  doubled  by  the    Senate. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  explained,  tha%  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  the  lots  bought  on  speculation  as  miaeral 
lands  were  finally  turned  into  mere  farming  luts, 
and  the  pursuit  of  minerals  was  given  ap  as  too 
unprofitable.  It  was  not  more  than  one  in  tea  of 
those  speculations  that  made  money. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  concurred  with  his  colleague, 
and  objected  to  those  amendments, 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  should  not,  of  eoane, 
press  the  amendmenu,  as  they  were  not  approved 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Illinois,  who  nndernood 
the  subject  so  well. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  a  suggestion,  that  per- 
haps it  would  be  proper  to  fix  the  minimam  priee 
for  public  sale  much  higher  than  at  preaent;  and 
then  to  make  a  rapid  reduction  for  private  entry. 
It  was  understood  that,  for  some  mineral  lota,  f  100 
an  acre  would  not  be  too  much.  An  opportanity 
might  be  given  to  obtain,  by  competition,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  as  high  a  price  as  possible;  and,  if  the  lota 
were  not  dis|K»sed  of  at  public  sale,  they  eoald  be 
passed  rapidly  into  private  hands,  at  the  minimam 
price  fixed  by  the  bill.  He  merely  made  the  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  asked  the  Senators  from  Missoari 
what  price  the  mineral  lands  of  that  State  were 
sold  foil 

He  was  answered  that  they  were  aold  for  the 
ordinary  price  of  |1  d5  per  acre. 

After  a  few  more  obf^ervations  from  Messrs* 
YOUNG,  SMITH,  WOODBURY,  and  LINN» 
the  two  amendments  were  negatived. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  vubmiited  a  few  amendment^ 
some  of  which  were  adopted,  and  some  negatived. 

The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  It  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  special  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  hoped  the  Senate 
would  indulge  him  by  allowing  the  Senate  bill  No. 
41  to  be  taken  up.  It  was  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a 
widow,  who  had,  by  mistake,  made  a  wrong  entry 
of  an  80-acre  lot  in  Missouri. 

The  Senate  assenting,  the  bill  was  taken  np, 
entitled  "A  bill  foi<  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Monroe;** 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

As  the  first  of  the  special  orders,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Oe  Buys,  postmaster  at,-X^ew 
Orleans,  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  Sacom* 
mittee  of  |ihe  whole;  but  no  amendment  l>eing  of- 
fered, it  was  reported  back;  and  on  the  question  of 
ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  residing—. 

Mr.  KINQ  asked  for  some  explanation  as  to 
its  being  in  conformity  with  the  purpose  and  ol>- 
jects  of  Sie  law  of  1840,  regulating ^thesalarieB  and 
emoluments  of  postmasters. 
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lif.  roNRAD  said  he  woald  read  part  of  the 
act  of  1840,  which  did;  and  then  he  explained  that 
the  postmaster  of  New  Oi  leans  was  entijled  to  the 
Bazimom  salary  allowed  by  the  ad— 1^>000— on 
the  groaod  that  the  com  mission  on  the  receipts 
of  the  office  'woald  amonnt  to  more,  if  that  was 
lot  the  limited  sum.  In  1841,  in  consequence  of 
the  remoral  of  the  office  to  a  more  convenient  lo- 
cation for  the  pnblic,  and  other  expenses,  the 
postnutster  was  oat  of  pocket  |650;  that  is,  he  did 
not  reoeire  the  foil  salary^  which  was  deficient 
that  srnHi.  The  obfect  of  the  bill  wa&  to  allow  him 
ID  repay  himself  out  of  the  box  rents. 

llie  bill,  without  farther  opposition,  was  order* 
ed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Hie  other  special  orders  of  Uie  day  were  post- 
psaed;  and  the  following  Senate  and  Honse  bills 
were  taken  ap,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Senate  bill  53,  for  the  relief  of  Wtreham  Kings- 
ley. 

House  bill  567,  for  the  relief  of  Snow  Y.  Sears. 

House  bill  511,  for  the  relief  Joshna  Drew. 

Seaateibill  60,  to  re-enact  and  continue  in  opera* 
tioft^he  several  Acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of 
lasolrelitdebtora  of  the  United  Statei,  was  taken 
4p,  as  b  committee  of  the  wholfe. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  explained  ihat  this  was  an  ex* 
leision  of  the  act  already  in  existence,  for  three 
years  longer.  It  had  been  reported  in  conformity 
lith  the  recommendation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  BENTON  adverted  to  the  a&omaly  present- 
ed by  this  bill.  It  came  from  the  same  cdmi&ittee 
vhich  had  reported  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law 
whieh  was  to  annul  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States 
of  this  Union.  The  insolvent  laws  of  the  States 
vere  set  at  naught,  and  attempted  to  be  quashed 
by  a  bankrupt.law,  which  itself  was  nothing  but  a 
treat  insolvent  law  for  th^  abolition  of  debts. 
This  Vill,  too,  is  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 
Bfr.  B.  showed  how  bankiilpicy  and  insolvency 
^ere  identified  both  by  the  committee  and  the  Judf^ 
etary.  He  referred  to  Judge  Story's  opinions,  and 
showed  how  inconsistent  they  were  with  the  defini- 
tion of  bankruptcy  as  laid  down  by  Eoglisb  jarists, 
particularly  Judge  Blackstone. 

After  an  extensive  review  of  the  whole  subject 
of  bankruptcy  and  insolvency,  Mr.  B.  concla- 
dedby  saying  he  had  not  risen  to  oppose  the 
present  bill§  (for  he  did  not  know  anything 
Iboat  it  till  it  caine  up,)  but  io  point  out 
tie  anomaly  of  the  same  committee  that  recom- 
mended a  bankrupt  law  to  expunge  the  insol- 
veot  laws  of  the  States,  now  bringing  forward  a 
Itw  for  the  relief  of  the  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
Uoited  States. 

Mr.  BERRIBN  explained  that  this  was  a  hill 
to  enable  the  Treasury  Di'.pariment  to  permit  debt- 
ois  to  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  take 
the  benefit  of  an  insolvent  law. 

iCr.  CHO  ATB  eulogized  and  defended  the  char- 
seter  of  Judge  Story,  and  explained  what  he  con- 
odvtd  that  judge's  expressions  amounted  to,  as  to 
esses  of  inrolvency  being  admissible  in  a  confrtitn- 
tional  bankrupt  law  adapted  to  this  country. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
BENTON  and  BERRIEN;  and,  at  Mr.  WOOD- 
BORVS  request,  the  commanication  from  the 
Treasury  Depaitment  requiring  a  re-enactment 
of  the  law  was  read. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  conceived  that  the  bankrupt 
lav,  if  continued,  would  reach  to  all  the  cases 
necessary;  if  it  was  repealed,  the  re'enactment  of 
this  law  would  be  proper.  As  long  a:*  the  bank- 
mpt  law  was  in  existence,  this  renewal  of  the  insol- 
vent law  was  unnec«>spary. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
Debtors  to  the  United  States  could  be  discharged 
QQder  the  bankrupt  law,  which  makes  provision 
for  such  eases. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  observed  that  there  were  many 
psses  which  could  not  be  disposed  of,  unless  this 
bill  was  passed;  for  instance,  oases  of  custom- 
hoarse  bonds 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assured  the  Senator  that, 
^ce  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  law,  debtors  to 
the  United  States  bad  resorted  to  it  in  preference 
(0  the  inaoivent  law,  because  it  was  cheaper.    He 


suggested  that  this  bill  might  be  laid  over  till  the 
end  of  the  session.  It  would  by  that  time  be 
known  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  were  it  not  that  it  was  considered 
necessary  the  bill  should  be  passed,  to  meet  cases 
which  otherwise  could  not  be  disposed  of.  It  was 
a  beneficent  law,  and  could  do  no  barm. 

Th*;  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuKSDiT,  January  10, 1642. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions: 

One  of  several  hundred  citizens  of  Jefferson  and 
Berkeley  couRtieSjVa ,  remonstrating  against  mili- 
tary rule  over  the  armory  at  Harper *s  Ferry. 

Of  E.  A.  Hibbard,  of  Winchester,  Va ,  agent 
for  the  Baltimore  Clipper  and  Sun,  asking  leave  to 
convey  newspapers  on  railroads  without  hindrance 
from  ihe  Post  Office  Department. 

Of  the  heirs  of  James  Greer,  praying  for  com- 
pensation for  inventing  a  highly  useful  mode  of 
boring  gpn  barrels. 

Mr.  CASEV  presented  the  petition  of  Jane 
Hanson,  of  Illinois,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  of  Missouri  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Gporge  Waltis,  praying  compensation  for 
cattle  killed  by  the  ^ac;  Fox,  and  Iowa  Indians. 

Mr.  ATHERTON    presented  the    petition    of 
Onslow  Stearns  and  347  others,  citiiens  of  Hills- 
borough county,  New  Hampshire,  principally  of 
the  towns  of  Nashua  and  Nashville,  praying  for 
I  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  under  the  rule,  presented 
the  petition  of  t^lisba  Morrill,  aUoiney  of  John 
Peters  and  Sarah  Farnum,  for  title  to  land. 

Mr.  CROSS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
latureof  the  Siate  of  Arkansas,  asking  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  it  road  partially  con- 
sirucied  by  the  United  States,  from  Red  river  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  C.  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  authorize 
the  Qovernor  of  Arkansas  to  select  six  sections  of 
land  for  the  use  of  salines,  under  the  sixth  proposi- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said  State  into 
(he  Union. 

Mr.  STOKBLY  preseAted  the  petition  of  Joseph 
L.  Righter,  Jonathan  T.  Updegraflf,  and  83  men; 
and  of  Jane  Robinson  and  Elizabeth  Hiatoo,  and 
97  women  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  Ohio,  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  admission  of  any 
new  slave  State,  and  of  any  abridgnaent  of  the 
right  of  petitions  refeired  to  ihe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  Robinson,  Isaac  Wa- 
terman, and  72  o.her  men;  and  of  Julia  Ann  Job, 
Rebecca  T.  Updegraff,  and  89  other  womeo;  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
domestic  slave  trade:  rejected  under  the  31«t  rule. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  same  persons  against  any 
more  of  the  public  revenue  paid  by  (he  free  States 
being  expended  in  carrying  on  the  war  in  Floiida, 
or  in  the  settlement  ot  Florida:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  of  Missouri  gave  notice  that 
be  would  introduce  a  bill  allowing  a  reasonable 
time  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in 
the  Platte  land  district,  in  Missouri,  to  adjust  the 
pre-emption  claims  in  said  district,  before  the  lands 
were  offered  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  the  remission  of  a  fine  of  |1,000,  which 
was  unjustly  imposed  on  General  Jackson  in  1815, 
at  New  Orleans.  Said  resolution  requests  the  dele- 
gation in  Congress  from  Illinois  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  effect  th^ 
above  object. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  leave  to  report  sundry 
bills  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


Mr.  EVERETT  objected;  but,  after  some  con* 
versation,  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriatipns  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  (or  the  half  calendar  year  ending  on  the 
30ih  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30th,  1844:  read  twice,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee cf  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union,  and 
(together  with  the  accompanying  papers)  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians,  and  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  Department  for  the  half  calen- 
dar year  ending  June  30th,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30tb,  1844:  read  twice,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also  reported,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  pens^ions  for  the  half 
calendar  year  ending  June  30ih,  1843,  and  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30th}  1844:  read  twice,  re* 
ferred  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  that  at  the  last  ses- 
sion a  joint  resolution  (No.  13)  reported  by  him- 
self was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  As  this  resolution  tel% 
ted  to  certain  treaty  stipulations,  which  were  about 
to  expire  by  limitation,  and  as  it  was  important 
that  it  should  be  decided  this  session,  he  mpved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  and,  in  order  ^t 
the  House  might  -take  acuon  upon  it,  he  also 
moved  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  inquired  if  the  motion  was 

in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  No. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  hoped  that  the  regular  o^ 
der  of  business  would  be  observed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  inquired  what  was  the  regular 
order  of  business? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  after  the  committees  were 
called  on  for  reports,  the  business  of  the  morning 
hour  (General  Jackson's  fine)  would  come  up. 

Mr.  EVERETr  said  he  should  object  to  every 
species  of  business  whatever,  until  the  question  ci 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  should  have  been 
decided. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  still  insisting  on  his  moUon, 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  withdrew  his  objection; 
which  was  renewed  by  Mr.  EVERETT. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then^  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolution;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  resolved  by  ths  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repreatnta' 
tivea*qf  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assent- 
Meet,  That  the  PresideRt  of  the  United  Sutea  t>e,  aodhe  it  here* 
by,  requested,  whenever  he  ehall  deem  It  compatible  with  tJie 
public  interett,  to  make  IcnowD  to  the  Gn?ernment«  of  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  the  Hadaeatic  Repubhca,  Pruaaia,  AuKria,  and 
Russia,  in  conformitj  with  the  aiipulatkooa  of  the  exiatlnf 
commercial  treaties  lieiween  said  Goveromenta  and  the  Unitea 
States,  the  desire  and  intention  of  thia  Government  to  tef. 
minate  such  commercial  treaties  now  io  force  betweeo  aald 
Governmeota  and  the  United  States  as  have  contracted  to 
allow  the  parties  thereto  to  import  on  equal  terms,  as  regards 
duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage,  each  into  the  ports  of  the 
other,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  other  than  those  of  the 
growth,  ptoduce,  or  manufacture  of  the  nation  in  wtMoevoi- 
eels  the  same  are  twrne. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That,  m  all  fbture  ne- 
gotiauons  which  may  Ihj  opened  with  the  aJforesaid  Govern- 
ments,  or  with  any  other,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  ta 
confine  the  privilege  of  reciprocal  importation  on  «Quat  terms 
Bs  to  guodsand  shipping,  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  the 
product  of  the  countries  from  whence  and  in  whose  ships  they 
are  Imported,  or  the  product  of  such  contiguous  couiitriee 
thereto  as  usually  carry  on  their  foreign  commerce  through  the 
ports  of  the  same," 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  J.  P.  Kknnedt]  proposed  to  lea?e  an- 
other resolntioa  repoited  at  the  same  session,  in 
relation  to  our  trade  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  still 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  unacted  on. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  be  was  not  aware  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Gushing]  was  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  supposed  the  gentleman  referred  to 
his  report  on  colonial  trade.  He  (Mr.  K.)  waa 
willing  to  have  the  committee  discharged  from  the 
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coosideration  of  that  resolution  also;  and  modified 
bis  motion  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  roles,  in  order  to  admit  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kenmedt.  The  House  refused  to  suspend — 
ayes  70,  noes  53 — not  two-thirds. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  f  HE  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  BOTrS  rose  and  inqoired  of  the  Chair 
whetfier  the  proposition  which  be  bad  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  submit  on  yesterday,  conld  be 
now  received  and  entertained  as  a  privileged  qaes- 
lion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  said  that  be  came  prepared  to 
acquit  himself  of  the  pledge  which  he  was  under, 
to  prefer  charges  against  the  acting  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Here  Mr.  EVERETT  arose  and  inquired  if  be 
was  to  understand  the  Chair  as  deciding  that  the 
proceeding  on  tbe  pari  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  in  order  at  that  time. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  had  so  decided. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  in 
bringing  forward  articles  of  impeachment,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a  high  constitutional  question, 
and  one  which  was  privileged. 

MA  EVERETT  said,  as  he  desired  to  Uke  the 
•ense  of  the  House  upon  this  point,  he  would 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  WISE.  Sute  the  quesion  before  tbe 
House.  • 

Mr.  BOTTJS  inquired  whether  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  gentlemen  [Messrs.  Wise  and  Cushivg] 
as  objecting  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  he 
had  made? 

Several  voices:  **No." 

The  bustle  prevailing  throughout  the  hall  about 
this  time  having  subsided, 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed  the  remarks  he  bad  begun. 
He  said  that  be  proposed  to  introduce  charges  of 
corruption,  of  mal-conduet  in  office,  of  bij;h  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  committed  by  (he  acting  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — charges  which  he  stood 
prepared  to  prove,  by  testimony  the  most  conclu- 
sive. He  asked  that  the  House  might  appoint  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  charges,  and  to  report 
what  course  it  was  proper  lo  parsue.  He  was 
himself  prepared  to  prove  every  charge  which  he ' 
should  bring  against  the  President.  He  not  only 
adtedf  but  he  DsnAVDin  an  opportunity  of  making 
these  charges  good.  Were  he  to  come  here  as  tbe 
humblest  citizen  of  the  Bepublic,  and  declare  bis 
readiness  to  prove  them,  he  would  claim  tbe  priv- 
ilege of  doing  so  as  such;  much  more  9o,  then,  did 
be  claim,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  the  Representative 
of  fifty  thousand  people.  It  was  his  highest  con- 
stitutional  privilege.  One  hundred  members  of  this 
House  had  declami,  and  placed  it  on  record,  that 
John  Tyler  had  committed  impeachable  ofifences. 
He  (Ifr.  B.)  bad  so  declared;  and  he  considered  it 
due  to  his  own  personal  honor  and  reputation  that 
he  should  be  permitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  what 
he  asserted.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  dealt  in 
vague  and  general  charge?,  but  would  not  come  up 
and  pat  their  assertions  in  a  tangible  form.  He  made 
no  charges  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  sustain 
with  the  most  conclusive  proof.  Since  his  first 
agitation  of  this  subject  at  the  last  session,  he  had 
been  deeply  reflecting  and  deliberating  upon  it;  and 
the  more  he  reflected,  the  more  imperative  appear- 
ed his  duty  to  make  these  charges.  In  doing  so, 
be  must  declare  that,  so  far  from  being  actuated  by 
a  desire  to  render  himself  conspicuous  before  the 
country,  and  place  himself  ahead  of  those  on  that 
floor  whose  lead  be  generally  followed,  and  whom 
he  would  be  proud  to  follow  on  this  as  on  other 
subjects,  he  must  be  p«rmitted  to  declare  that  this 
was  the  mobt  painful  duty  he  had  ever  undertaken 
to  perform.  He  declared  that  he  was  actuated 
alone  by  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  him. 
He  knew  not  how  long  he  should  be  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the  ability  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  State  was  equal  to  their  good* 
mil  towards  him,  he  should  not  sit  here  long; 
[laughter;]  but  he  could  not  retire  to  private  life, 
unless  he  bad  first  discharged  this  sacred  duty. 


dhonid  he  live  to  see  the  overgrown  power  of  the 
Executive  hereafter  trampling  under  foot  all  opposi- 
tion— the  independence  of  the  Legislature  sacri- 
ficed— the  energies  of  the  people  relaxed  into  list- 
lessness  at  Executive  encroachment  and  obedience 
to  bis  will;— should  he  wimess  such  a  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  he  would  have  the  satisfac- 
tion, with  a  proud  heart  and  erect  bearing,  that  he, 
for  one,  at  least,  had  endeavored  to  arrest  it. 

Here  Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. He  said  he  had  taken  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  by  which  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Botts]  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  not  too 
late  with  bis  objection? 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  no.  The  gentleman  had 
a  right  to  insist  on  his  appeal. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  was  recognised  by  the 
Chair,  and  inquired  whether  his  resolution  could 
not  be  entertained  as  a  privileged  question. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative* 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks 
before  tbe  gentleman  [Mr.  Everett]  made  his 
objection,  and  he  submitted  whether  the  gentle- 
man was  not  too  late  in  taking  an  appeal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  insisted  upon  bis  position.  He 
was  anxious  to  have  the  bill  to  repeal  tbe  bank- 
rupt law  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  if  the  gentleman  appre- 
hended that  his  resolution  would  consume  too 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  he  was  prepared  to 
submit  it  in  such  a  form  as  would  render  it  not 
liable  to  the  feast  objection.  The  whole  subject 
might  then  be  disposed  of  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  EVERETT  observed  that  he  did  not,  at  first, 
know  the  object  the  gentleman  had  in  view;  and, 
therefore,  listened  awhile  to  his  remarks,  till  he 
learned  what  it  was.  He  then  immediately  rose, 
and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It 
was  with  great  reluctance  that  he  interrupted  the 
gentleman,  but  he  felt  desirous  that  the  business  of 
Uie  House  should  not  be  delayed  by  any  collateral 
matter.  There  were  two  subjects  now  before  the 
House,  on  which  debate  was  going  on;  and  he  was 
for  bringing  both  those  subjects  to  a  close  as  soon 
as  possible.  Tbe  Speaker  had  decided  that  this 
was  a  privileged  question,  and  from  that  decision 
he  appealed.  If  the  Honse  decided  against  the 
appeal,  then  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could 
go  on  with  his  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER  bad  no  doubt  that,  if  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  insisted  on  his  point  of 
order  and  the  appeal,  he  must  put  the  question 
on  it. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  question;  and, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  GILMER,  repeated  his  deci- 
sion, and  the  point  of  order  and  appeal  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  any  motion  was  made  in 
writing.  If  so,  he  should  like  to  have  it  read,  in 
order  that  be  might  judge  for  himself  when  he  came 
to  vote. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  would  read  it  himself. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  the  Clerk  to  read  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  he  would  rather  read  it 
himself,  as  he  understood  his  own  writing  better 
than  anybody  else  did. 

Mr.  B.  then  began  reading,  and  bad  read  but  a 
few  passaaes,  when 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Gkorgia  expressed  a  wish  that 
tbe  gentleman  would  reaid  from  the  Clerks  table. 
We  can*t  (said  he)  bear  a  word  in  this  part  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  I  will  take  a  position  where  the 
gentleman  can  here  me/  [going  to  a  seat  further 
back  in  the  circle.]  Bir.  B.  then  read  the  follow- 
ing charge: 

*<I  do  impeach  John  Tyler,  Vice  President,  acting 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  following 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors: 

**1. 1  charge  him  with  gross  usurpation  of  power 
and  violation  of  law,  in  attempting  to  exercise 
a  controlling  ioflnence  over  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  ordering  tbe  pay- 
ment of  amounts  of  long  standing,  that  bad  been 
by  them  rejected  for  want  of  legal  authority  to 
pay,  and  threatening  them  with  ezpulsif^n  from 
office  unless  his  orders  were  obeyed;  by  virtue  of 


which  threat,  thousands  were  drawn  from  the  pub- 
lie  treasury  without  the  authority  of  law. 

'3.  I  charge  him  with  a  wicke4  and  eomlpC 
abuse  of  the  power  of  apj>ointment  to,  and  removal 
from,  office;  first,  in  displacing  thoae  wiw>  were 
competent  and  faithful  in  the  disobarge  of  their 
public  duties,  only  because  they  were  tvppoaed  to 
entertain  a  political  preference  for  aaother;  and, 
secondly,  in  bestowing  them  on  ereaturea  oi  his 
own  will,  alike  regardless  of  the  pubHa  welfare  and 
bis  duty  to  the  country. 

**3.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  erima  and  misde- 
meanor of  aiding  to  excite  a  dtsorgauizing  and 
revolutionary  spirit  in  tbe  country,  by  placing  oa 
the  records  of  the  State  Department  bis  objectioas 
to  a  law,  as  carrying  no  constitutional  obiigatiou 
with  it;  whereby  the  several  States  of  tlus  Uakm 
were  invited  to  disregard  and  disobey  a  law  of 
Congress,  which  he  himself  had  sanctioned  and 
sworn  to  see  faithiully  exeeated«  from  whicfa 
nothing  but  disorder,  confusion,  and  anarchy  cut 
follow. 

**4.  I  charge  him  with  beiujg  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  in  retaining  men  in  of&ee  for  aaoaths 
after  they  have  been  rejected  by  the  Senate  as 
unworthy,  incompetent,  and  unfaithful  with  an 
utter  defiance  of  the  public  will,  and  total  indiffer* 
ence  to  the  public  interee ts. 

''5. 1  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  miide» 
meanor  of  withholding  his  assent  to  lawa  ondispen- 
sable  to  the  just  operations  of  government,  wbioh 
involved  no  constitutional  difficulty  on  bis  part;  of 
depriving  the  Government  of  all  legal  sources  of 
revenue;  and  of  assuming  CD  himself  the  whole 
power  of  taxaiion,  and  of  collecting  duties  of  the 
people  without  tbe  authority  or  sanction  of  law. 

'*6.  I  charge  him  with  an  arbitrary,  despotie, 
and  corrupt  abuse  of  the  veto  power,  to  gratify  his 
personal  and  political  r^entments  against  the  Sen* 
ate  of  the  United  States,  for  a  constitutional  exer- 
cise of  their  prerogative,  in  the  rejection  of  his 
nominees  to  cffiee,  with  such  evident  marks  of  in* 
consistency  and  duplicity  as  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  his  disregard  of  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  his  duty  to  his  country. 

'*7.  I  charge  him  with  gross  official  misoondnet, 
in  having  been  guilty  of  a  shameless  dnliciQr» 
equivocation,  and  falsehood,  with  his  late  Cabtoet 
and  Congress,  which  M  to  idle  legislation,  and 
useless  public  expense;  and  by  which  he  has 
brought  such  dishonor  on  himself  as  to  disqualify 
him  from  administering  the  Government  with  ad- 
vantage, honor,  or  virtue,  and  for  which  alone  he 
would  deserve  to  be  removed  from  office. 

8.  I  charge  him  with  an  illegal  and  uaeoasti- 
tutional  exercise  of  power,in  instituting  a  oomailB- 
sion  to  investigate  the  past  transactions  under  a 
former  administration  of  the  customhouse  in  V*w 
York,  under  the  pretence  of  seeing  the  laws  failh> 
fully  executed — with  having  arrested  the  iavestigfr' 
tion  at  a  moment  when  the  inquiry  was  to  be  made 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  laws  were  ezeeu* 
ted  under  his  own  administration— with  haviag  di< 
rected  or  sanctioned  the  appropriation  of  laife 
sums  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  compensatioa  of 
officers  of  his  own  creation,  without  the  aathonty 
of  law;  which,  if  sanctioned,  would  place  the  en- 
tire revenues  of  the  country  at  his  diaposal. 

**9.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  miademeanor  of 
having  withheld  from  the  Representatives  of  tbe 
people  information  called  tor,  and  declared  to  be 
necessary  to  the  investigation  of  stupendous  fiaods 
and  abuses  alleged  to  have  been  committed  l>f 
agents  of  tbe  Government,  both  upon  individuate 
and  the  Government  itself,  whereby  he  himself  be< 
comes  accessary  to  those  frauds.*' 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  said  that  he  wished  toooiDect 
no  man  or  set  of  men  with  his  fame  on  |his  tcsoIb* 
tion.  He  wished  no  man  to  commit  himself  oa  it 
till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  troth  of 
his  charges. 

Mr.  WISE  interrupted  his  colleague,  and  aiked 
for  the  reading  of  the  proposition  founded  on  tbe 
charges.  He  did  not  wish  to  hear  the  gentleman^ 
speech  till  he  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  sobjecL 

Mr.  BOTTS  submitted  that  the  matter  was  sot 
within  the  control  of  his  colleague. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  tbe  gentleman  to  sab- 
I  mit  his  motion  to  tbe  Houses  whf  n 
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C$nUnusdfrom  ^o,  9. 
Mr.  BOm  read  the  followitig  resolation: 

AeMfrML  That  a  committee  of  nme  members  be  appointed, 
«rUi  tMinwHoQa  diligently  to  inquire  into  fhe  truili  or  the  pre- 
oMhog  dMneapMien^againet  John  Tyler,  and  u>  report  lo 
oiii  Bonst  tha  testimony  tatcen  to  ^tablieh  aaid  chareea,  to- 
ftther  with  thfeir  opinion  whether  the  said  John  Tyler  hath  so 
•did  in  hiioflklal  capaelty  as  to  require  tlie  interposition  of 
tiitcovtJiutioDal  power  o^thisfloQse;  sod  that  the  cobimittee 
hare  power  to  send  for  persons  aiul  papers. 

Mr.  BOTXa  then  observed  thai  he  had  bat  oat 
rcmaik  to  make,  and  be  hoped  he  woa^d  not  be 
intermpted  bj  his  colleague  while  making  it.  Af- 
ter having  been  challenged,  defied,  and  dared  lo 
make  these  cbaif  es — 

Mr.  W19fi  would  throw  no  obstrnctlona  in  his 
colleague'^  way.  All  that  be  desired  was,  that  the 
strict  order  of  the  House  khonld  be  preserved  in  these 
proceedings. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  permission  of  the  Hoose  to 
mMkt  an  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  thai,  except  by  uni- 
versal consent,  the  gentleman  conld  not  be  indulged; 
tnd  the  gentleman  irom  VirgiDia  on  his  right  [Mr* 
Wisx]  objeeted. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  would  not  object  to  his 
eoUetgue^s  proceeding,  when  the  imatter  was  fully 
before  the  House.  As  he  understood  it,  the  ques- 
non  was  now  on  the  appeal  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
Vermont;  the  decision  of  which  would  be  a  decision 
whtiher  the  matter  was-  before  the  House  or  not. 
All  that  he  asked  was,  that  eqtial  latitude  of  debate 
ibould  be  allowed  to  all. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  all  he  wanfed  tinemark 
was,  that  he  desired  to  connect  no  man,  or  s^t  of 
men,  with  bis  proposition.  He  desired  no  man  or 
party  to  be  committed  on  it,  till  the  evidence  was 
before  the  House.  By  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  invesngate  the  testimony  he  would  be 
able  to  brng  forward^  they  would  b^  able  td  de- 
cide, at  a  future  day,  whether  Mr.  Tyler  bad  com- 
mitted acts  deserving  of  impeachment  by  that 
House.  If  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  truth 
of  these  charges,  he  presumed  there  would  be  no 
member  of  that  House  found  voting  against  the 
impeachment.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  failed  m 
establisfaing  them,  let  the  odium  fall  on  him,  and 
him  abne.  He  was  willing  to  take  all  the  respon- 
sibility; aed  he  wanted  no  man  now  to  commit 
himself  for  «r  against  the  charges  he  offered. 

The  SPEAKER  here  asked  permission  to  ex- 
plain more  fully  the  grounds  of  his  decision.  Since 
the  present  Speaker  had  been  in  the  chair,  there 
had  been  no  case  of  this  kind  before  the  House,  and 
only  iwor  cases  since  the  beginning  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  The  first  was  that  of  Chief  Justice  Chase, 
in  which  no  question  like  the  one  now  raised 
was  presented.  That  case  was  then  considered  and 
acted  upon  by  the  House  as  a  privileged  question. 
Mr*  Randolph  rose  in  his  seat,  and  ..without  any 
resolution  or  specific  charges,  after  some  remarks 
on  the  conduct  of  Judge  Chase,,  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
impeaching  him.  The  matter  went  on  day  after 
day,  and,  by  the  uoiversal  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  took  preference  of  all  other  business  as  a 
privil^ed  question.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Chair 
considered  this  as  a  high  eoostitutional  question, 
paramount  to  all  others,  without  reference  to  the 
rales  of  the  House.  The  Chair,  therefore,  con- 
sidered the  House  bound  to  act  on  ihe  resolutioBy 
either  by  reception  or  rejection  of  it. 

Mr.  RYfiaSTT  then  withdrew  his  appeal.  His 
reaaon,  be  said^  for  makiog  it,  was,  that  he  wished 
to  see  the  bucdne^  of  the  Hou^e  carried  on. 

Mr.  RAYfilBR  here  moved  the  preyioas  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  make  an  inquiry,  and  re- 
quested the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to 
withdraw  his-  motion,  promisiip^  to  renew  it.  He 
wirtied  to  inquire  what  tlie  charges  were,  and  from 
whom  they  c%me.  He  understood  that  this  House 
o|ily  could  make  charges  on  which  to  found  an  im* 

MrrBOTTS  referred  as  precedents  to  the  case 


of  Judge  Chase,  in  which  Mr.  Randolph  made  the 
•barges;  and  to  the  easa  of  Judge  ^ck,  in  which 
the  charges  were  made  by  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
souri bar.  hi  both  cases,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  a  cottfluttee.  What  he  now  presented  were 
not  articles  of  impeachment,  but  charges  for  a 
comniittee  to  investigate  the  truth  of,  and  to  found 
an  impeaehment  on,  if  substantiated. 

Mr.  WISE,  in  a  few  observations,  contended 
that  there  was  no  |;rrecedent  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Chase;  and  if  the  H6u&e  woukl  look  into  it,  they 
would  find  that  there  was  no  analogy  between  thai 
and  the  present  case*  In  this  case,  his  colleague 
made  himself  the  impeaching  power. 

Mr-  BOTTS,  at, the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKAY; 
modified  his  resoltition,  by  inserting  the  word  "pre- 
ceding,'^ before  the  word  "charges.*'  Mr.  B.  took 
the  occasion  further  to  modify  his  resolution,  by 
addii^  "and  that  the  said  committee  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  resolution  as  modified  was  then  read;  when 

Mr.  WISE  said:  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what  are  the 
prteeding  chargesi 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  bad  now  appended  the 
resolution  to  the  charges,  and  would  send  them  op 
in  4hat  form  to  be  read. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  on]/  wish  to  inqoirp,  further, 
whether  these  charges  ai-e  signed  l>y  any  person? 
Who  is"!?" 

Mr.  BOTTS.  No,  sir;  they  are  not  bigoed;  but 
I  can  put  ray  name  to  them— and  do  it  in  ths 
presence  of  witnesse?,  too,  if  the  gentleman 
pleases. 

Mr.  PROFPIT.    Send  them  up;  send  them  up. 

The  charges  and  resolution  were  then  sent  up 
to  the  Chair,  and  read  by  the  Cleik. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  by  the  Clerk, 
there  were  loud  cries  of  "Cloestion,"  "Cluestion." 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table.  [Cries  of  "Oh^  no;  let  us  have 
a  vote."] 

Mr.  BOTTS  oaUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  WISE,  and  many  other  members,  entreated 
Mr.  C.  JoBMsoM  to  withdraw  his  motioa;  but  he 
refused  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered;  and, 
being  taken,  resultad — yeas  101,  na38  119,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  flherlocic  J.  AndAws,  Arrington,  Baiter, 
Barton,  Bidlacl^  Borden,  Bowne,  ftixfs.  Brp^cway,  Bron- 
too,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Bfnwo,9urnell,  William  But* 
ler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patriek  'O.  Csldwell.  Calhoun, 
John  CaoipbsU,  Cliflbrd«  Clinton,  Coles^  ColqaitL  Cowen, 
Cross,  R.  O.  Davis,  Datrson,  Dean,  Doig,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  FOmanoe,  Gates,  Giddlngs,  Patrick  O.  Goode,  Wm. 
O.  GoO'Ip,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gwio,  UastiogB,  Uennr,  Hop* 
kins,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Huater,  James  Irvin,  Jack,  Williain 
Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Lewis, 
Liulsfield,  Lowell,  Abraham  MeCtetlan,  Robert  AleClellan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  MarshaU.  Samson  Muson,  Joha 
Tiionison  Bfason,  Mathews,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Mltchel^ 
Moore,  Parmeiiter,  Partridge,  Pickens,  Benj.  Randall.  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ricgs,  Roosevelt,  Saunders.  Shields,  Sol- 
lsrS|  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Al^nder  H.  H>  StaanjBum* 
ter,  Swency,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilllnghast,  Tomlioson,  Troiti, 
Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War^,  We«tbroolr, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wood,  and  Yorke--I01. 

iNAYS—MsBsrs.  Adams,  LandaffW.  Andrsws,  Arnold,  Ath* 
erton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Beeeon.  Birdseye,  Black, 
Blair.  Boardman,  Botis,  JBoyd,  Brewster,  Milton  BroWn,  Jer. 
emian  Brown,  Buike,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruihers,  Csry,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chittenden,  J. 
C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarice,  James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Craiwtott,  Cravens,  Cashing,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry, 
Eastman,  Jotio  Edwards,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster.Oam* 
ble,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Green,  Gustfne,  Ralsted,  Harris, 
Hays,  Holmes,  Houdc,  Houston,  Howsrd,  fiunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  James.  John  P.  Kemiedr,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  McKay,  McKennan,  Marchaod,  TiMunas 
F.  Nforshall,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Medill,  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Newbard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Psyne, 
Pope,  Powell,  Proflit,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read, 
Reding,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Wm.  Russell.  James 
M.  Russell,  Salstonstall,  Sanford,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Shej?perd, 
Slada,  Traman  Smiih,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thonap* 
son,  Toland,  Trlplett,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Uoderwitod,  War- 
ren, Washingion,  Watlerson,  Weller.  Bernard  v.  White,  Jo- 
seph L.  WUte,  Christopher  U.  Williams,  J<^ph  L.  Wil' 
liams,  Wise,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Youog— 119. 

So  tha  motion  was  negati?ed»^ 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the  de- 


mand for  the  prerions  questioa;  wfaleh  was  agieed 
to. 

Mr.  CUSHIXQ  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya  om 
the  question,  Shalt  the  main  question  be  now  puCI 
[Crits  of  ♦'Ob.  no.T 

Mr.  PROFFIT.  ¥es>let  us .baTc  the  yeas  and 
nays, 

Mr.  TURNEV  inquired  what  would  be  the  af* 
feet  of  negativing  the  main  question? 

The  SPEAKBa  replied,  it  would  drive  the 
question  over  t^ll  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CUSaiNG  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  demaad;  and 
the  yeas^and  nays  were 'Ordered. 

The  Clerk  began  to  eall  the  roll,  when 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  and  said  ha  reeotlaeled 
that,  under  a  recent  deduon  of  the  Spctker,  the 
efleel  of  deciding  against  putting  the  main  qaes* 
tion  would  be  to  lay  It  over  from  daf  to  day,  ap 
had  occurred  a  short  time  ago;  he  would  therefore 
wididraw  his  demand  for  the  yeas  and  m^^ 
[Cries  of  ''Oh!  no;  it  is  too  iate.»]  Weti,  thens 
he  gave  notice  that,  if  the  main  question  sbonM  be 
negatived,  he  would  move  a  reconsideration  ef  the 
vote  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resulted 
— yeas  122,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Landafl*  W.  Andrews,  Bheiloek/. 
i^drewB,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Aycngg,  Babcock,  Be' 
leer.  Barton,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Bowne,  Boyd,  Bronson.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Bfown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Durlce,  Burnell.  William  Butler,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruihers,  Cary,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  StaleyN  Clarke,  Clinton,  Oolqaiit,  James  Coop, 
er.  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Craven<,  Cross,  CusUns,  Dan> 
ieif  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberrjt  Eastman,  Jobo  Ed- 
wards, Jolin  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  Feasenden,  Fill  mora,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Green,  Gustine,  Harris,  Ua/iL  HoQCk, 
Houston,  Howard,  Hndson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W. 
Irwin,  Jacic,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Juhn  P.  Kennedy,  King, 
Lane.  Lewis,  Marchond,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason, 
Maihiot,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morrow,  New. 
hard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall, 
Rayner,  Read,  Reding  Rhtewav,  Rodney,  ^^lliam  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Sewell,  Smw,  Slade,  Truman  flmlth,, 
Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stratton,  Alexander  H-  H.  Stuart. 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summers^  John  B.  Tliumpson,  Richard  W, 
Thompson,  Toland,  Tom linson,  Triplett,  Turney,T7Dderwood, 
Van  Retisselaer,  Wanen,  Washington,  Watterson,  WaUar 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  WMliams,  Wiife,  and  Yorko— 
122.  ^ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bidlack,  Botts,  BrewntJPt  Briges,  Brock- 
way,  Charles  Brown,  Green  W.  CsIUm'H,  FMrfck  O.  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Cliffnrd.  Coles,  Cowen,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  Dean,  Doig,  Egbort,  Everett,  John  G.  Vli^  C. 
A.  Fioyd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gates,  Giddiogs,  Gogrio,  P.  Qk 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Gwin,  Halstadf  fi(eniy. 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Willliam  Cost  Johnson, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  Kekn.  Andrew  Kennedy,  LitUsfield,  LoWeU, 
Abraham  McClelian,  Robert  l^cCleUan,  McK^r.  MeKi 
McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason.  Blai] 
Mattocks,  Miller, Moore,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partriflge,  nyne, 
Pickens,  Pbpe,  Pioffit,  Randolph,  Reneher,  Reynnds,  Baatt, 
Bkg«.  Rogers,  James  M.  Ruiwell,  8aundein%  Shspperd, 
^Kids,  Snyder,  Stokely;  Sumter.  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson, 
IWinghast,  TrotU,  Trumbull,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward, 
Westbrook,  Christopber  H.  WiiHams.  Josapb  L.  WWiams, 
Winthrop,  Wood|  Augustus  Young,  ana  John  Young- ^ 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  a  reconsideratioa 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  House  had  ordered  the 
main  question  to  be  put,  and  also  of  the  vote  bf 
which  the  previous  question  was  seconded.  He 
was  about  to  debate  the  motton;  but  was  called  to 
order. 

The  SPEiiKEE  deoided  that  one  motion  only 
could  be.  entertained  at  a  time.    The  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which,  the  main  questioa' 
was  ordered  to  be  put,  would  first  be  iia  otder* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accordincly  made  that  mo- 
tion, and  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  aays  thereon. 

The  Housa  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and  naj^ 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  tellers. 

Ttie  House  refused  to  order  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  ihe  House  refused  to  agree  to  it. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  adoptbn 
of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  yii;ginia 
[Mr.  Botts]  t.  f .  of  impeachment*^ 

Mr.  QRANQEE  rose  and  sa)d  that  one  of  the 
proposed  charges  agamst  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was,  that  he  removed  certain  inno- 
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^em  men  from  office.  [Laughter  ]  Now,  there 
VfBS  a  time  when  be  (Mr.  G.)  acted  as  aecessorj 
to  the  President,  in  the  execotion  cf  a  number  of 
political  iaiiocenis,  [daughter,]  and  be  shonkl  there- 
fore ask  to  be  excused  from  TOtiog  open  the  ae- 
^ptanee  of  the  charges  preferred. 

Mr.  HQPK1N8  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naja  ds 
the  motioB,  and  they  were  ordered. 

TheHoose  acreed  to  excuse  the  gentleman — 
yeas  111,  nays  91.  When  Mr.  HoDsron^nime 
was  called,  he  rose  and  inquired  if  it  was  too  late 
to  ask  the  gentleman  [Mr.  QRANoaa]  a  question. 
He  wished  to  koow  ubether  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  considered  the  charge  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bom,]  as  implicating  him* 
fsif,  and  renderiog  him  liable  to  the  charge  of  cor- 
ni^on  in  office? 

Tte  SPEAKER  said  it  was  too  late  to  ask  and 
answer  a  question  after  the  call  of  tbe  roll  bad 
been  commence. 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  tbe  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  and  re- 
Sttltodas  follows:  ayes  63,  nays  197. 

YEAS— Meamrs.  Adama,  Landafl*  W.  Andrews,  Arnold* 
Aycrtgg,  Bcbcoek,  Barnard,  BIrdseye,  .Blaclr,  Boardmao, 
Boua,  Boydi  MiUoa  Brown,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thqraaa 
J.  .Campbell,  Caruthert,  Casey.  Jobn  C.  Clark,  Staley  N. 
Clarke,  Colquitt.  Jamee  Cooper,  Bfark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston, 
Crareoe,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davie^  Deberry,  John  Bdwards, 
FeMendeo.  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foeter,  Gamble,  Gentry, 
Gqggin,  Green,  HaleCed,  Haya,  Houston',  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
IngersotI,  James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kin£  Lane,  McKennan, 
Thomas  F.^  Bfaisball,  Mtthiot,  Mayoan,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morrow, Osborne.  Owsley.  Pendleton,  PowelK  Ramsey,  Alex* 
ander  Randall,  iRayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russell, 
James  M.  Russell,  Baltonstall,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Blade, 
Tronaa  Smitti,  Boilers,  Btanly,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart, 
euromers,  J.  B.  Thompson,  R.  W.  Thompson, Toland,Tripleit, 
Trumbull,  Tamey,  Underwood,  Warren.  Washington,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Chrisiopher  H.  Williams,  and  John  Yodug-^. 

NaYB— Messrs.  8.  J.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Baker,  Barton, 
Beeeon,  Bidlack,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Brigcs,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burk^  Bumeli,  Wunam  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwel]»  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell^  Cary,  Chapman,  Cllflbrd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cowen, 
CrosB,  Cnshing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dean,  Doan, 
Doig,  Bastmao,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris, 
Charles  A.  Fidyd,  Fomance,  Gat«B,  Giddings.  Gilmer,  Pat* 
rick  O.  Goode,  Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine, 
Gwin,  Harris,  Hastings,  Henry,  Holmes,  HopkiiML  Houck, 
Howard,  Hobard,  Huoson,  Hunter,  James  Irvin,  WlUiam  W. 
Irwin,  Jack,  Wililara  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson.  iMfC  D. 
Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Liitlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McCiellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marcband,  Alfred  Marshall,  8.  Mason,  J.  T.  Mason, 
Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Newhard,OUver,  Parroeoter,  Pknridae,  Payne,  Pick, 
ens,  ProtBi,  Read.  Redinff,  Rencher,  Reynolos,  Rhett,  Riggs, 
Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Baunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Boy der,  Spr^g, 
Sieenrod,  Btokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Sumter,  Jacob 
Thompson.  TiUinchast,  Trotii.  Van  Buren,  Van  Reraselaer, 
Wallace,  Ward,  Wattersoq,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Jossph  L.  WUliams,  Whitbrop,  Wise,  Wood,  and 
AuguiUis  Young-^p27. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  adopt  the  resolation. 

The  SPEAKER  then  annoanced  that  the  next 
bnsineBS  in  order  would  be  tbe  reception  of  reports 
from  the  standing  committees;  and,  they  being 
called  on,  reports  were  made  as  follows: 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Cqm- 
mittee  on  tbe  Poblic  Lands,  reported  a  bMl  to 
legalise  tbe  sale  of  certain  lends  made  at  Choc- 
chama  and  Colambns,  Mississippi;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HOWARD  presented  tbe  preamble  and 
resolotioBS  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  on  tbe 
subject  of  a  military  road  from  Saganaw  to  Macki- 
nac. 

Mr.  WELLEB,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  declaratory  of  ttie  l$t  and 
9d  articles  of  tbe  treaty  made  with  tbe  Chippewa 
Indians  at  Saganaw,  Michigan;  which  was  twice 
read,  andrefened. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  fVom  tbe  Committee  oa  Naval 
Affair*,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Wangus;  wbich  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WOOD  reported  a  joint  resolution  directing 
the  application  of  an  existing  appropriarion  for 
building  a  dry-doek  at  Brooklyn,  New  Yorti; 
which  wa»  twice   read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  Hora« 
tio  Greenoagh  on  the  subject  of  tbe  disposal  of  bts 
statne  of  Washington;  which  was  laid  on  the  ubie, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Comnuttee  on 
RdTolationary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  (be 
felief  of  Elisabeth  Qresbam;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred. 

^.  MATHIOT,  from  the    same  committee, 


reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Elizabeth, Powers; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ULLINQHAST,  fVomthe  Committee  on 
tbe  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  certain  copies  of  tbe  census  returns, 
and  tbe  Compendium  of  tbe  Sixth  Census;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.   PENDLETON   said  be  had  a  petiUon 

wbich   be  wished  to  present,  from  a  soldier  of 

WayneV  army,  who  was  wounded  at  tbe  battle  of 

Maumee;  and  begged  l^ve  to  accompany  it  with 

the  following  resolution: 

Jtetolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Hilitaiy  Pensions  'be  in- 
stjructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aztending  the  laws 
relating  to  revolutionary  pensions,  to  the  armies  employed 
againft  ihe  Indians  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  prior  U>  the  year 
179&,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  tbe  petition 
referred  to  tbe  same  conimittee. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  presented  tbe  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
appointment  of  an  agent  to  settle  all  questions  re- 
maining unsetted  under  tbe  late  Creek  treaty:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  complaining  of  tbe 
operations  of  the  new  tariff  on  the  importation  of 
hardware.  As  tbe  memorial  contained  ralaable 
statisfical  information,  be  mo?ed  that  it  be  printed; 
wbich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  UNDERWOOD  presented  tbe  memorial  of 
sundry  captains  and  owners  of  steamboats  navi- 
gating the  western  waters,  complaining  of  tbe  act 
of  Congress  regulating  steamboat  transportation; 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  tbe  House  proceed 
to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  repeal  tbe  bank- 
rupt law. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  tbe  next  business  in 
order  would  be  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowne,]  to  refund  the  fine 
imposed  on  Ckneral  Jackson. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  postpone  that  resolu* 
tion  till  to-morrow;  wbich  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  repotted 
by  tbe  Con^mittcte  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  the  exchequer,  would  be  the  next  bnsinesa 
in  order. 

Mr.  PUOFPIT,  who  had  tbe  flooiT,  addressed  tbe 
Home  in  reply  to  Mr. .  Mabshall  ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  commented  very  severely 
on  tbe  tortuous  course  of  tbe  Whig  piarty.  He 
could  not  keep  tbe  run  of  them;  and  at  no  one 
time  did  he  know  where  to  find  them.  At  the  last 
session,  a  large  majority  of  them  declared  that  tbe 
President  was  guilty  of  impeachable  offenecs;  and 
now,  when  one  of  their  number  stood  boldly  for- 
ward, and  brought  forth  his  charges  on  wbich  to 
foand  an  impeachment,  stakiiig  bis  reputation, 
name,  and  fame  on  tbe  truth  of  them,— why,  they 
were  gone.  This  morning,  it  was  decided  that  the 
Preei&nt  was  unimpeacbed  and  unimpeachable. 
He  was  willing,  and  all  tbe  business  men  of  the 
country  were  willing  that  they  should  witbdraw 
their  case,  pay  costs,  and  let  it  drop.  For  bis  part, 
be  would  have  been  perfectly  willing  that  the  im- 
peachment should  have  gone  on,  as  be  would  like 
to  see  tbe  black  silk  gowns,  and  other  trappings  of 
a  court  of  impeachment;  but  be  did  not  vote  for 
tbe  resolution,  bf  cause  he  did  not  believe  in  tbe 
tiutfa  of  the  charges,  or  that  they  contained  im- 
peachable matter.  He  conceived,  however,  that 
every  gentleman  who.  voted  for  it  believed  that 
the  charges  did  contain  impeachable  matter. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  here  asked  leave  to 
make  an  explanation;  which  being  granted,  he  said 
that  be  voted  for  tbe  resolution,  but  did  not  expect, 
nor  did  be  wiib,  to  be  understood  as  committing 
bimself  to  tbe  questions,  either  as  to  tbe  propriety 
of  an  impeachment,  or  whether  the  charges  con- 
tained impeachable  matter,  wbich  was  one  of  ibe 
Savtest  and  most  difficult  questions  which  could 
brought  forward.  Further,  be  bad  not  exam> 
ined  that  question.  He  was  only  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing tbe  gentleman  the  committee,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  PROFFiT.  Well,  sir,  here  is  one  of  tbe 
first  lawyers. in  the  House,  that  is  not  for  endorsing 
tbe  charges  as  containing  impeachable  matter.  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  all  tbe  lawyers  in  tbe 


House  will  ftay  the  same  thing,  and  that  the  vota 
on  the  resolution  was  a  kind  of  accommodation  vole* 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  asked  leave  to  make 
an  explanation.  He  was  far  from  thinking,  in  the 
vote  he  gave,  of  expressing  any  opinion  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  He  merely  intended  tosaytliatit 
was  due'  to  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia,  dtie  to 
tbe  country,  and  due  to  the  olBcer,  ti^t  ha  ahovki 
vote  fojr  a  committee  of  investigation.  .  He  did 
•not  believe  for  one  moment,  that  any  conamiitee 
could  be  found  who  could  implicate  tba  President. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  hoped  there  would  be  no  more 
explanations,  and  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go 
on.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Viljgfinia,  it  seemed,  was 
to  be  left  alone  in  bis  glory. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  leave  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. He  was  prouder  of  tbe  position  he  occupied, 
than  that  of  any  other  gentleman  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  made  a  remark  in  reply,  which 
was  not  heard;  and  then  went  on  to  notice  tbe  re* 
marks  of  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Granoeb,]  and  tbe  charges  that  gentlemaa  had 
made  against  the  Executive  and  bis  friends  en  that 
floor.  Tbe  gentleman  said  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  and 
bis  friends  took  the  pet  lamb  and  crippled  it,  and 
be  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentneky, 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  perfectly 
competent  to  speak  about  sheep.  Mr.  P.,  for  him- 
self, confessed  that  tbe  gentleman*8  speech  was  the 
most  sheepish  speech  be  bad  ever  beutl. 

Again,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  we  were  told  that  tbe  friends 
of  tbe  President  follow  bis  lead  on  all  occasions; 
and,  in  five  minutes  after,  in  direct  contradiction 
to  what  be  bad  just  said,  be  charged  us  with  disa- 
greeing with  tbe  President,  and  making  bis  bill  our 
own.  One  moment,  tb^  gentleman  charged  him 
(Mr.  P.)  and  his  friends  with  following  the  Presi- 
dent's lead;  and  the  next,  he  charged  them  with 
having  taken  the  President's  pet  lamb  and  crop- 
ping ir,  and  cutting  its  tail  off.  Why  did  not  the 
Whig  party  have  their  caucuses  as  formerly,  and 
agree  lipoa  a  plan  of  attack? 

After  some  further  remarks,  be  denied  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  tbe  President's  exchequer  plan  in 
all  its  details;  but,  nevertheless,  be  was  surprised, 
on  passing  through  Cincinnati,  on  his  way  to  the 
seat  of  tbe  Gkneral  Government,  to  find  so  many 
persons  in  favor  of  it — from  £,000  to  6,000  of  whom 
in  that  city  had  signed  a  petition  to  Congresa,  pray- 
ing its  passage,  with  very  distinguished  Whig  gen- 
tlemen at  their  bead.  Tbe  report  ot  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  which  origiaated  this  debate, 
be  bad  no  doubt  every  Democrat  would  w^  to 
see  printed;  nay,  be  doubted  not  they  would  Tote  to 
print  10,000  extra  copies,  for  it  was  tbe  strongest 
report  in  favor  of  tbe  snb-treasury  that  ever  ema- 
nated from  any  committee  on  earth.  He  knew 
they  said  tbe  sub-treasury  bad  some  errors;  but 
every  word  in  that  report,  against  the  exchequer, 
was  an  argument  against  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  They  went  against  expansive  powen  and  was 
not  that  rightl  and  was  it  not  an  argument  against 
a  bank  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  againat  the 
President^  exchrquerl  He  pursued  tbistbeme  some 
time;  then  replied  to  arguments  based  on  the  a«- 
sumption  that  the  officers  of  tbe  Government  would 
issue  more  paper  than  tbe  law  allowed  nnJer  the 
exchequer,  pointing  to  tbe  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
which  was  not  known  to  exceed  tbe  authorized 
amount,  under  Mr.  Van  Bureaus  or  the  subsequent 
Administration.  He  then  cited  a  case  to  show  the 
influence  of  leading  politiciaiu  in  procuring  for 
their  friends  loans  from  a  national  bank.  He 
next  noticed  some  remarks  made  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  MiasniLL]!  yesterday  on  tbe 
present  exchequer  plan. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  explained. 

Mr.  WISE  def^ired  to  correct  the  report  of  Mr. 
IfiBSHALL's  remarks,  wbich  appeared  in  the  Na- 
tional inielligeneer  of  this  morning,  as  far  as  they 
regarded  himself.  In  that  report,  Mr.  MiasaAU 
was  made  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  said  he 
might  be  waked  up  at  4  or  6  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  be  could  tell  what  Mr.  Tyler  would  do  in 
relation  to  any  measure. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  be  did  not  make  any 
such  remark. 

Mr.  WISE  continued.  What  he  said  in  te  re- 
marks referred  to  by  the  gentlemaa  fmft  Kiem* 
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tickj  [Mr.  Marshall]  was,  that,  be  coald  tell,  oji 
aajF  moraJB^  at  6  oVslock,  when  fairlj  awake, 
whether  Mr.  Tyler  woDid  sign  a  United  States  Bank 
btM  or  not.  He  did  not  a^same  to  knaw  what  he 
wovkl  do  vpon  other  sobjects.  He  could  make  one 
idditioiiid  remark.  It  was  two  weeks  after  the 
death  of  Gkneral  Harrison,  when  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  oa  bis  eireait,  canvassing  for  Congress,  before 
be  beard  of  the  death  of  that  maa.  The  news  of  his 
death  was  aecooDpanied  with  the  inangnral  address 
of  Joba  Tyler,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  he 
woaU,  as  regarded  a  United  States  bank,  follow 
the  example  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republican  faiih. 
Betweea  that  monent  and  the  interview  which  he 
Sad  with  Mr.  Tyler,  after  the  death  of  Qeneral 
Harrisoo,  he  had  some  hesitation  abom  the  coarse 
which  Mr.  T.  would  pursoe  npon  the  subject.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  would  follow  the  exam- 
pie  of  Madison  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  Jefferson  on 
the  other.  Tet,  always  having  believed,  himself, 
that  a  bank  of  the  United  States  was  constiiational, 
and  knowing  that  it  had  been  so  decided,  be  bad 
hoped  the  President  had  determined  to  remain  tUtft 
itikiMt  and  to  sanction  the  establishment  of  snch  an 
instttation.  Under  that  impression,  and  with  this 
doabt  npoB  his  mind,  he  came  to  Washington.  His 
first  interview  with,  the  President  dispelled  every 
donbtiand  from  that  time  forward,  heeouldnot 
have  been  waked  np  without  declaring  that  John 
Tyler  neTer  woald  sign  a  bank  bill.  He  knew 
John  Tjler^  history  well.  John  Tyler  had  been 
his  eonstitnent,  as  also  he  had  been  John  Tyler's. 
He  knew  his  votes  in  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia* and  in  Congress;  and,  from  that  knowledge, 
he  was  enabled  to  make  up  his  opinion.. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHA^  was  glad  that  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Wise]  had^ade  the  correction  of 
the  report  of  his  remarks.  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  him- 
self intended  lo  have  made  the  same  correction. 

Mr.  PR0PFIT  resumed,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  Hoose  npon  various  political  topics  of 
the  present  day.  He  defended  the  j^resident  from 
the  charge  of  wishing  to  have  his  exchequer  scheme 
paaaed  withoat  an  amendment,  and  even  without 
the  dotting  of  an  i  and  the  crossing  of  a  /.  He 
ebaiged  it  npon  the  party  opposed  to  him,  that 
they  passed  a  bank  bill  withoat  the  dotting  of  an  t 
or  the  crowing  of  a  t,  and  without  affording  op- 
pertanity  for  due  consideration.  He  charged  them 
i^th  making  a  report  which  avoided  the  itsnes 
befoM  the  ooantry,  and  with  a  condemnation  of 
the  eiabeqner  project  by  a  committee,  on  which 
there  was  not  a  friend  of  the  President  to  vindicate 
hia  views.  He  prcaeed.npoa  the  consideration  of 
the  House  the  fact  that  the  Democratic  Review 
and  several  leading  papers  of  the  Democratic  party 
had  advocated  a  plan  of  finance  precisely  similar 
to  that  of  the  fentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Cnsnaa;]  and  replied  to  the  remark  that  the 
friends  of  the  President  thought  one  way  with  re- 
gard to  this  measure,  and  his  friends  another. 

Mr.  COSHING  asked  permission  to  withdraw 
the  moiion  he  bad  made  to  commit  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  ezche* 
qaer  lo  the  Commiit^  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mf .  BVEHBTT  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of 
theaM>iion. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  resumed.  He  replied  to  the  re- 
mark that  Mr.  Webster  said  the  plan  of  an  exche- 
qaer,  as  reported  by  the  friendk  of  the  President, 
was  not  worth  a  rush,  by  saying  that  (his  showed 
that  the  friends  of  the  President  bad  agreed  to  dif- 
fer aaaotig  one  another  without  quarrelling.  They 
were  all  independent  men.  As  to  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mabshill,J 
that  he  for  a  long  time  slept  with  Webstei's 
works  under  his  pilk>w,  he  (Mr*  P.)  would  say 
that  he  believed  Dickens  (more  geneially  called 
Boz)  had  made  the  same  remark  about  his  sleeping 
with  soBie  book  about  him.  He  (Mr.  P.)  believed 
he  should  hereafter  get  a  pile  of  books  and  put 
them  under  his  head  erery  night.  All  he  bad  to 
say  about  the  Wbt|!s  not  assigning  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ken  ueky  [Mr.  IfASSHALL]  such 
a  position  as  he  deserved,  and  was  entitled  to  by 
his  commanding  talents,  was,  that  the  Whig  party 
wereaagratefol.  The  gentleman,  however,  on  that 
subjeety  only  made  the  same  ^ech  which  he  (Mr. 


P.)  had  heard  bim  make  twice  before.  He  asked  the 
Whigs  if  they  really  meant  to  do  nothing  in  relation 
to  the  currency,  except  what  ihev  bad  proposed  al- 
ready. If  not,  he  begged  tbey  would  say  so,  and  let  it 
go  out  to  the  country.  The  Democrats  would  come 
into  the  next  Congress  with  a  great  majority;  and 
he  predicted  that  they  would  pass  nothing  bnt  the 
ordinary  appropriation  bills.  They  would  make 
no  new  issoes  before  the  people.  Though  willing 
to  go  before  the  country  on  the  sab-treasory,  yet 
they  wonld  talk  about  its  modification,  and  about 
having  a  chest  for  the  accommodation  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  selling  them  rmall  drafts  at  a  discount. 

He  then  went  on,  until  the  expiration  of  his 
hour,  dcfiomg  what  he  thought  would  be  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Democratic  party,  the  Whig  party,  and 
the  Administration. 

After  be  had  concLpded, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  floor,  and 
made  a  personal  explanation  in  relation  to  the  loan 
of  the  United  States  Bank  to  Owens,  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  ftom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Puopfit.] 

Without  concluding,  he  moved  an  adjournment; 
which  was  cnrried. 

IN  SENATE. 
WaaNssDAT,  January  11,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tent  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Conamissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  the  expen* 
diture  of  the  appropriations  subject  to  his  control; 
which,  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Bfiildings  and  Grounds. 

THE  aUINTUPLE  TREATY. 

Abo,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitted 
in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
December  last,  calling  upon  him  for  information 
as  to  whether  the  quintuple  treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade  bad  been  communicated  to  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States  in  aj\y  form 
whatever,  and  as  to  ilrhat  had  been  the  course  of 
the  Government  in  relation  thereto,  Ac.  The 
communication  states  that  no  application  had  been 
made  to  this  Government  to  become  a  party  to 
that  treaty;  but  that  agents  abroad,  who  regarded 
the  signature  of  that  trraty  as  an  occurrence  of 
some  political  importance,  had  transmitted  un* 
ofllcial  copies  of  it  to  tbe  State  Department;  but 
that  it  had  not  been  communicated  from  any  other 
quarter,  or  in  any  other  form. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  communica- 
tioniras  ordered  to  be  printed;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Porergo  Relations. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  certain  docu- 
ments from  the  War  Department,  relative  to  a 
claim  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  which  was  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
P.  K.  Diokerson  and  other  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
lina, residing  on  the  line  of  tbe  Raleigh  Railroad, 
praying  such  a  modification  of  the  tariflT  as  to  al- 
low railroad  iron  to  be  imported  free  of  dutj:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr-  M.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  that  tbe  char- 
ters of  the  banks  in  said  ci(y  may  be  extended  for 
tea  years:  referred  to  the  Commit^e  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mn  BATES  presented  the  memorial  of  Horatio 
Greenough,  sculptor,  upon  the  subject  of  the  siatae 
of  Washingfon,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a 
change  of  its  position.  Mr.  B.  moved  its  reference 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  staling  that 
^he  memorial  was  a  paper  of  much  merit  and  in- 
terest, as  was  everything  coming  from  the  bands 
or  pen  of  that  distinguished  artist.  The  memorial 
was  referred  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  en 
Commerce,  to  which  had  been  referred  tbe  memo« 
rial  of  William  Russell,  praying  for  fishing  boun- 
ty, reported  a  bill  for  his  relief,  and  others;  which 
was  read^  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  accompanying  it  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  refrned  the  petition  of  Rufus  and  Charles 


Lane,  praying  for  fisiiing  bounty,  leporled  a  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of  tbe 
schooner  Twin;  which  was  read,  aad  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  and  the  report  aeoompanyinf  it  or- 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  tbe  petition  of  Samuel  Brown» 
praying  additional  compensation  for  bis  servioia. 
as  naval  oflieer  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  whkh 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  coihmittee,  made  re- 
ports, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  adverse 
to  tbe  passage  of  the  following  bills  from  the 
House,  vir. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  owners,  masters,  and 
crew,  of  the  schooner  Joanna,  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine. 

The  bill  (499)  for  the  relief  of  Samnd  Billiogf, 
owner  of  tbe  fishing-schooner  Laura. 

The  bill'(327)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  mas- 
ter, and  crew  of  the  schooner  Martha,  of  Eastport, 
Maine. 

The  bill  (390)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and 
crew  of  the  sobooner  Martha. 


Mr.,  EVANS,  from  the  Coo^ttee  on  uruMMn^B, 
reported  bikck,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company, 
and  tbe  Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, the  bill  from  tbe  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  Gerard  Ford,  accompanied  by  a  writtsa 
report  adverse  lo  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  reports,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  followiag 
House  bills,  viz: 

Tbe  bill  (4 14)  for  tbe  relief  of  Isaac  Champlia, 
and  others,  owners  of  the  schooner  BoflTalo;  and. 

The  bill  (415)  for  the  relief  of  Onin  Prentiss,  of 
Stottington,  Connecticut,  owner  of  the  schooner 
Lilly,  and  the  crew  of  said  vessel. 

'  Bfr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  per- 
sons residing  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, praying  a  restorati^  of  the  civil  super- 
iniendency.over  the  armoryht  that  place; which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

THE  BANKRUPT  |MW. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the^tition  of  Abra- 
ham R.  Van  Nest  and  others,  o(  the  city  of  New 
'York,  praying  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
(so  called)  bankrupt  act,  upon  the  ^oond  of  its  un- 
constitutionality, and  because  it  was  destructive  of 
the  rights  of  creditors. 

In  presenting  this  petition,  Mr.  B.  took  leave, 
under  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  correct,  for 
tbe  third  time  in  this  body,  an  error  into  which 
be  bad  fallen  some  time  bade  in  relation  to  volim- 
tary  bankruptcy.  He  bad  been  led  to  believe  that 
bankruptcy  might  be  voluntary — that  the  English 
bankrupt  system  contained  this  principle;  and, 
consequently,  the  principle  came  to  as  as  a  pan  of 
the  systeai  which  we  had  borrowed  from  England. 
He  had  been  led  to  believe  this,  and  had  expressed 
himself  in  several  speeches  to  that  effect.  He 
bad  spoken  in  favor  of  this  voluntary  bankmptey, 
and,  on  questions  of  amendment,  or  in  snbstimtion 
of  one  biU  for  another,  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  it. 
Bat  it  was  all  wrong,  and  he  bad  declared  and 
renounced  the  error  in  two  speeches  heretofore 
made  before  tbe  Senate-^-once  in  December,  1841» 
and  again  in  August  1842— on  both  which  occa- 
sions he  had  traced  the  error  to  its  source,  and 
showed  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  English 
systems.  The  sixth  seciion  of  the  act  of  George 
IV  (1836)  was  tbe  foundation  of  this  error:  oa 
referring  to  that  section,  (which  be  did  a  year  or 
two  ago,)  he  found  that  the  section  only  author- 
ized those  traders  and  merchants  who  were  the 
proper  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law  to  make  a  de- 
claration of  insolvency,  and  file  it  in  the  bankrupt 
court,  where  it  operated  as  an  act  of  bankrapteyy 
on  which  the  creditors  might  proceed,  or  not, 
as  they  pleased.  If  the  creditors  did  not  proeesd, 
and  ibat  within  a  limited  time,  the  declaration  of 
insolvenqr  stood  for  nothing:  tbe  debtor  coald  not 
proeeed  upon  it— he  could  not  drag  the  ersditors 
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'iDMicoan!    Tois  the  ceciion  ehows.    Mr.  B.  bere 

retd  ihis  aeeUoQ  aa  follows; 

BamJmtfiact^ftMHxitk  ymt  oj  George  JV,  (189S.) 

"Ssc.  6.  Tfaat  H  any  auchtiai'er  ihall  fihs  in  the  oOoe  of  the 
Lo(d.Qh»ii6ollor'9  Mcretary  of  bankriifua,  a  declafttioa  in 
writing,  signed  by  sucb  trader,  and  attested  by  an  attorney 
or  soQcitbr,  that  be  is  insolvent  or  unable  to  meet  his  en* 
eigelasiitsr  ths  said  secretary  of  bankrupts,  or  liis  deputy, 
•hSU  8i«ti  a  raeitioraodum  tbat  eneh  declaration  hath  been 
filiMi;  which  meoKUrandum  siiall  be  authority  for  the  Lon* 
don  Gssecte  to  insert  an  advertisement  oi  such  declaration 
ihetcfo;  aftd-  every  such  declaration  shall,  after  such  ad- 
vertisement ioserted  as  aforesaid,  he  an  wt  of  bankruptcy 
commitud  hy  tu/dt  tradbb  at  the  time  when  eueh  dec- 
laration  vHU' /Ued:  but  no  commission  shall  issue  thereupon, 
unless  it  be  saed  out  withio  two  calendar  months  next  after 
the  insertion  of  such  advertisement,  and  uttZess  such  adver* 
tisement  shall  have  been  Inserted  in  the  London  Oaaetie  wiihin 
•igfat  days  after  ench,  declaration  filed.  And  no  docket  shall 
be  struck  upon  such  act  of  bankruptcy  before  the  expiration  of 
four  days  next  aAer  such  insertion  of  suchad?erttBemenr,iu 
cme  iaeh  commission  is  to  be  executed  in  London;,  or  before 
the  expiration  of  eight  days  next af\er  such  insertion,  incase 
vuoh  Qommisaion  ie  to  be  eaeeatsd  in  the  country:  and  the 
Oaaetie  containing  such  advertisement  stial  I  be  evidence  to  be 
received  of  such  declaration  having  been  fifed.*' 

.Hftving  read  tlus  section,  Mr.  B«  vitid  it  was  ex- 
plieir,  and  precluded  argument.  The  Tolontary 
action  of  the  debtor,  which  it  anthorized,  was  lim- 
ited to  the  mere  filing  of  the  dieclaration  of  insol* 
Tsney.  It  went  no  farther,  and  it  ^as  confined  to 
tneders-^to  the  trading  classes — who,  aJone,  were 
anbjeet  to  Aielaws  of  baAkroptcy.  Mr.  B.  said 
his  first  error,  in  acting  upon  this  idea  of  Tolontary 
^aAlcmplcy,  applicabie  both  to  traders  and  those 
who  were  not,  was  committed  in  18^,  soon  after 
the  British  act  passed,  and  when  he  had  not  seen  it. 
It  was,  in  faet,  only  one  or  two  years  ago  that  he 
had  seen  Xha  statnte;  and,  from  that  time,  had  re- 
novAc^  the  error. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  English  had,  as  we  all 
IcMW,  an  uisoLTBNt  STSTKM,  as  well  as  a  bihk- 
aoPT  STSTKM.  They  had  an  Inbol?eiit  Debtors' 
CooaT,  as  well  as  a  B^RKBUfT  CoonT;  and  both 
these  were  kept  separate,  althongh  there  were  no 
8rATB8  in  England  to  be  trodden  under  foot  hy 
treading  down  the  insolvent  laws.  No  so  with  ns. 
Oar  insolvent  laws,  though  belonging  to  States 
called  sovereign,  are  all  trampled  under  fbot ! 
There  would  be  a  time  to  go  into  this.  At  present, 
Mr.  B.  would  only  say4hat,  in  England,  bankrupt* 
cy  and  insolvency  were  still  kept  distinct;  and  no 
insoltent  trader  was  aHowed  to  proceed  as  a  bank- 
rapt.  On  the  c^ttrary,  an  insolvent,,  applying  in 
the  Insolvent  DiVn*  Court  for  the  release  of  his 

Serson,  could  not  proceed  one  step  beyond  filing 
is  declaration.  At  that  point  the  creditors  took  up 
the  declaration,  if  they  pleased,  transferred  the 
case  to  the  Bankrupt  Court,  and  prosecuted  the 
case  in  that  court.  This  is  done  by  virtue  of  the 
13th  seeUon  ^of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act  of  7th 
Qeo.  IV.,  (1827.)  Mr.  B.  read  the  seation,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Insolvent  debtors  act  of  1th  year  of  George IV^  (1887.) 
Sec.  13.  ^*And  be  it/urther  enacted^  Tbat  the  filing  of  the 
petition  of  every  person  in  sctual  custody,  who  shall  be  sub* 
jea  to  the  laws  concerning  bankrupts,  and  who  shall  ap|^  by 
l^etiiion  to4be  said  court  for  hi^  or  her  discharge  from  custody, 
according  to  this  act,  shall  be  accounted  and  adjudged  an  act 
of  bankruptcy  from  the  time  of  filing  such  petition;  and 
that  aiiv  commission  tasuinc  against  such  panon,  and  under 
which  he  or  she  shall  be  dedared  bankrupt  oaforo  (be  time  ap. 
potnted  by  the  said  court,  and  advertised  in  the  Lemdon  Ga- 
jre<^  for  hsaring  the  matters  of  such  petition,  or  at  any  time 
withm  two  calendar,  months  from  the  time  of  filing  socn  ped* 
tion«  shall  have  efTcct  to  avoid  any  conveyance  and  assignment 
of  the  estate  and  effects  of  such  person,  which  shall  have  been 
made  fat  pursuance  of  tho  proviaions  of  thte  act:  Provided,  al. 
v>aye/rhtii  the  filing  of  such  peUt}on  shall  not  be  deemed  an 
aaofbankruptcy,  unless  such  person  be  so  declared  bankrupt 
beftte  the  time  so  a<1vertised  as  aforesaid,  or  within  such  two 
caledtef  months  as  aforesaid?  but  that  every  such  conveyance 
and  assignment  shall  be  good  and  valid,  DOtfviihstaodiog  any 
commission  of  bankruptcy  under  which  such  persen  sballDe  de- 
clared bankrupt  sfter  the  time  so  advertised  as  afbresald,  and 
after  the  eipiratioa  of  such  two  calendar  months  as  afore* 
eaii." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  accords  with  the  seetlon  of 
the  year  before  in  the  bankrupt  act.  The  two  sec- 
tions are  accordant,  and  identical  in  tb^r  pro- 
visions. They  keep  up  the  great  distinetioo  be- 
tween insolvency  and  bankruptcy,  which  aeme  of 
our  judges  have  undertaken  to  abrogate:  they  keep 
up,  alsoy  the  great  distinction  between  the  proper 
subjects  of  bankruptcy — to  wii:  traders,  and  thoee 
wbo  are  not  traders;  and  they  keep  up  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  release  of  the  peisen  (which  is 
the  c^kct  of  insolvent  laws)  and  the  extinction  of 
the,4«bt  with  the  consent  of  credUors,  which  is  the 
object  of  insolvent  systems.    By  this  section,  if 


the  '^Mfteii"  in  custody  who  files  declaration  of  in- 
solvency shall  be  a  trader,  subject  to  the  laws  of 
bankruptcy,  it  only  operates  as  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, npoa  whidi  the  creditors  OMy  proceed,  or 
not,  as  they  please.  If  they  proceed,  it  is  done  by 
suing  out  a  commission  of  bankruptqr^  which  car- 
ries the  case  to  the  bankrupt  court.  If  the  creditors 
do  not  proceed,  the  petition  of  the  insolvent  trader 
only  releases  his  person.  Being  subject  to  bank- 
ruptcy, h's  creditors  may  caU  him  into  the  bank- 
rupt court,  if  they  please;  if  they  do  not,  he  cannot 
take  it  there,  nor  claim  the  benefit  of  bankruptcy  in 
tbe  insolvent  courts  be  can  only  get  his  person  re- 
leaxed.  This  is  clear  froln  the  section;  a^d  our 
act  of  1840  committed  something  worse  than  a  fol- 
ly in  not  copying  ibis  section.  That  act  creates 
two  sorts  of  bankruptcy — ^volnntary  and  involun- 
tary ^and,  by  a  siDgtUar  foUy,  makes  them  con- 
vertible !  so  tbat  all  may  be  volunteers,  if  they 
please.  It  makes  merchants,  traders,  bankers,  aad 
some  others  of  tbe  traMftg  classes,  subject  to  invol- 
untary bankrupicyt  then  it  gives  all  punem  what- 
ever the  right  to  proceed  voluotarilyl  Thus  the  in- 
voluntary subjects  of  bankruptcy  may  become 
volunteers;  and  tbe  distinction  becomes  ridiculous 
and  null.  Our  act,  which  is  compiled  Arom  the 
English  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  and  it  itself  noth- 
ing but  an  insolvent  law  perverted  to  the  abolition 
of  debts  at  the  will  of  the  debtor,  should  have  cop 
ied  tbe  13th  section  of  the  English  insolvent  law: 
for  want  of  copyiog  this,  it  annihilaied  involuntary 
bankruptcy — made  all  persons,  traders  or  not,  vol- 
unteers who  chose  to  b«  so — released  all  debts,  at 
the  will  of  the  debtor,  without  the  conseitt  of  a 
singte  crediioi*-an4  committed  ihe  most  daring 
outrage  upon  the  laws  of  property  which  the  world 
ever  beheld! 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on.  the  Dis- 
trict ef  Columbia,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, tbe  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Cast* 
per  W.  Weaver. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the 
House,  for  the  relief  of  Gk>rfaam  A.  Worth,  onto  of 
the  sureties  of  Samuel  Edmunds,  d^Bceaaed: 

Mr.  D ,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to  which  bad 
been  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  M.  Jen- 
kins, and  others,  sureties  of  William  Linn,  late  re- 
ceiver at  Vandalia,  Illinois,  praying  to  be  dis- 
chsrged  from  their  joint  liabilities  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  distributive  proportions  of  the  judg- 
ments obtained  against  them,  respectively,  tnade  an 
adverte  report;  which  wa&  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Conunittee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  diteharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  claim  of  Anne  F.  Green,  and 
other  heirs  at-law  of  Com.  Samuel  Nicholson,  de- 
ceased, there  being  no  evidence  on  which  to  sus- 
tain the  claim. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands* 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  tbe  files  the  papers  of  ^hraim 
Sprague,  touching  bis  claim  for  losses  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war, 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  froai  John 
Grsnt,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  permission  to  sue 
the  United  States  for  damages  incurred  by  the 
breach  of  a  contract  with  the  l&gineer  Department, 
for  removing  a  bar  in  the  Choctaw  pass,  in  the 
harbor  of  Mobile:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  additional  documenis  * 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Lieut.  R.  D.  Collins,  for 
compensation  for  services  in  Florida  as  quatter • 
master;  which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  McClintock  and, others,  of  Ponf mouth,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  imlemnity  for  spoliations  com- 
nutted  by  the  French  priorto  1800;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  with  the  biU  on  that  subject. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  9th  streef, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 
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Tfee  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  tbe  Census  returns  aad  Compesdium 
of  the  Six  h  .Census,  was  read  the  second  timc^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  GardMT  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  was  ta2nn 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  en  an  amendment 
from  tbe  Committee  on  tb^  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  aaMndmeat 
was  intended  to  guard  the  interest  of  the  Uaited 
States. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Menrs.  B&KTOK  Hud 
TAPPAN  adverse  to  tbe  biU,  aad  by  Mr.  98BU 
RIBN  in  its  defence,  it  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
KING,  postponed  till  Monday  next,  and  made  tbe 
special  order  for  tbat  day. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINE  ON  OfflfBRAL 

JACKSON. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Llitii  on  y6s* 
terday,  to  print  10,000  extra  copies  of  tbe  remtt  of 
the  majority,  and  30,000  of  the  report  of  Ois  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  oa  ibe 
bill  to  indemnify  General  Andrew  Jadtson  tx 
damages  sustaineid  in  the  discbarge  of  hia  oflkiai 
duties,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  see  what  ialarsat 
Senators  could  feel  in  sending  tbe  reports  abroad  itr 
this  way,  as  every  newspaper  in  the  country  woiM 
publish  them;  and  they  would  be  widely  diascpnlia- 
led  long  before  the  extra  copies  could  bc  |tf6itbd' 
asd  ready  for  distribbtion.  If  It  was  inteadbd  td 
pay  a  coihpliment  to  some  one— either  tbe  author 
of  tbe  minority  report,  or  General  Jaekvon  bimaelf— 
he  would  not  be  unwilling  to  entertain  tbe  propo- 
sition to  print  a  reasonaUkpm mber  of  extra  c<^m6; 
but  he  thought  it  really  an  unnecessary  and  uaeleaB 
expense  to  order  the  quantity  required  by  this  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  -  that  tbe  priathig  of  tito 
report  would  not  be,  by  any  means,  fn  axpansite 
Job.  Tbe  report  #a8  vary  briet  Tbe  obie&tkm 
to  printing  it,  therefore,  coukl  not  be  on  the 
ground  of  expense.  He  bad  no  doubt  it  would 
be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  people  of  tbe 
country  to  see  the  grounds  on  which  the  Judidnry 
Committee  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Sebaib. 
Many  of  the  Senatt»h  nere  bad  received  their  ib- 
etructions  on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  they  would 
no  doubt  be  pleased  to  furaish  then-  conatitnents 
with  the  position  in  which  the  matter  stands.  This 
would  be  a  good  way  to  do  it--for  their  conatftA- 
ents  would  see  both  sides  in  these  reports.  On  tba 
score  of  expense,  it  was  a  snutU  ihatter  to  contend 
about     , 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  merely  to  remark  tbmt  it  ap- 
peared  to  him  the  oaly  object  tbqr  conld  bnvo  a 
ordering  tbe  printing  of  an  exura  number  of  oopies 
of  any  document  was,  that  it  might  have  a  giuoiet 
circulation  than  it  would  naturally  obtain  through 
the  newspapers,  either  cm  account  of  its  great 
length  or  some  other  cause,  which  possibly  might 
exclude  it  from  the  columns  of  tbe  pubHo  newqia- 
pers.  But,  as  to  theae  reports,  both  of  than  to- 
gether would  scarcely  fill  a  single  column:  they 
scarcely  exceeded  the  site  of  an  ordinary  letter.*  U 
they  did  orde^  the  printiiig,  then,  it  would  not  be 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  for  it  a  larger  cironla- 
tioo,  but  in  order  to  pay  a  compliment  to  some 
oae  or  other-^-either  to  the  author  of  the  report,  or  10 
General  Jackson.  But  he  would  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  it  was  proper  to  order  the  printing 
for  such  a  purpose,  no  matter  how  well-merited  the 
compliment  nught  be.  With  these  views,  bo  felt 
constrained  to  vote  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  he  would  not 
consider  the  mere  object  of  paying  a  'Compliment, 
a  legitimate  reason  for  incurring  tbe  ex^penstof 
extra  copies  out  of  the  public  money.  But  tUs 
was  a  difffereat  case,  as  the  expense  was  lo  be  in- 
curred for  the  information  of  tbe  people.  It  is 
necessary  to  spread  before  the  people,  in  an  antben- 
tic  form,  the  reports  of  tbe  majority  and  minority 
of  the  committee  to  whksh  the  Senate  referred  lbs 
bill.  The  arguments  thus  presented  wiH  enoble 
tbe  American  people  to  judge  whether  tbia  fiae  is 
to  be  refunded,  and  in  what  manner/  Tbey  Wifl 
be  enabled  to  give  expression  to  their  cyMoBS, 
and  to  make  it  known  to  their  representative, 
whether  they  approve  of  General  Jackaon^  coi|- 


:-.-v^ 


^'^4 


\ 


± 


CONQI^E^IONAL  GLOBE. 


N» 


^fmm^m^ 


HMfa 


rt<B*i 


doctst^ew  Orleans  or  not.  His  (Mr.  S.'s)  ob- 
jeei  wm  lo  obttin  the  opinioB  of  the  American 
wopl»  OB  the  foQftt  iBforaMiiion  ih«t  coo  Id  be 
ItrnMiPd  to^  tlMitty  «nd  therefore,  whether  i|i#  ex- 
pente  MS  great  or  smtll,  it  wooM  make  no  dif- 
ftftoee  in  the  vote  be  should  give  to  accomplish 
ttiat  object.  Having  g^ivea  the  peopt*  this  infor- 
mation, and  asoeruined  their  will,  he  ehoold  ot)ey 
Ikeiriniiinetioii. 

Mr.  LINN  observed  that  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia setmed  to  imply  that  it  was  in  coroplimmt  to 
tlie  aafhor  of  the  minority  report  that  he  had  made 
this  Boiion.  ^  He  conld  awnre  the  Senator,  if  sach 
waabbimpEeasien,  that  be  had  had  no  such  idea  as 
tjMit  ei  merely  paying  compliments  in  that  way. 
Taromshont  the  whole  affair,  in  relation  to  the  snb- 
jeet,  be  bad  bad  other  motives  for  what  he  had 
done;  and  he  was  still  aetnated  by  the  same  mo- 
ti?es.  Before  the  subject  was  brought  np,  last  ses- 
siea  of  Coagiesa,  and  daring  its  tnteeqnent  discus* 
sion«  the  ground  was  taken,  by  the  political  oppo- 
aeats  of  Qeiu  Jackson,  that  he  never  had  paid  this 
fine  himself;  and,  consequently,  his  friends  were 
subjected  to  the  imputation  of  asking  ibr  him  the 
M^ayment  of  money  to  which  be  could  have 
no  Claim.  His  obtect  was  to  bring  this 
qnesttolLto  the  test;  and  he  ODnsidered  that  he  had 
new  deae  so;  for,  althoagh  there  is  nothing  in  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  directly 
IWinatory  of  the  fact,  there  is  a  tacit  admission, 
wUeb  it  is  ia^portant  should  go  to  the  public  in  an 
^Utl^^c  form.  The  calunray  was  going  through 
ihe  oounCry  like  wildfire,  that  General  Jackson  did 
aolpay  the  fine.  -The  discussion  on  this  bill,  both 
last  s^ion  and  the  present  session,  had  set  that 
quesiion  at  rest.  It  wnin  every  respect  desirable 
that  these  reports  should  be  disseminated.  The 
committee  should  stand  responsible  for  ifs  recom- 
mosdaxion  of  an  amendment  to  place  the  repay- 
mem  of  the  fine,  on  the  ground  of  General  Jack- 
son^'milltaiy  services,  and  not  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tiee. 

flir.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  resolaiion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  as 
follows: 


Allen,  Beoton,  Bucbaiuui,  Fultoa,  King, 
UtmtMjfUkmm,  flerior,  Smkb  of  OoniMctieut,  Sturgeon,  Tap- 
pte/Wttttr,  Wiloaz,  WUUams,  Woodbary,  Wright,  and 

MATft— MeoBii.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batei,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
CiMie,  Glayion,  Coond,  Ora(ka,  Oriiienden,  Darton,  Evana, 
flfUimv  Haodogton,  Kerr,  MeDtrffie,  Mangnm,  MiUen  Mere- 
'  Ptrtar,  Btaith  of  Indiana,  White,  and  Woo(ftcidge^28. 


80  the  Senate  refused  to  print  the  reports  for 
circnlatioii  among  the  people. 

Tbe  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle,  on  certain  terms,  the  liabil- 
ides  of  the  sureties  of  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  late  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  at  Columbus,  Mississippi, 
was  tMikm  op  for  consideration,  and  read. 

lir.  HENDBRSON  explained  the  purpose  and 
object  of  the  rasotatioa.  From  Mr.  H.'«  state- 
ment, it  appeared  that,  at  the  time  of  the  specula- 
tions  in  Mississippi  lands,  G.  D.  Boyd,  the  receiver 
of  pabUe  moneys  at  the  land  office  of  Columbus, 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  certificates  of  entries  to 
persons  who  did  not  pay  him  in  money,  but  gave 
cheeks  on  distant  banks.  Several  of  these  checks 
were  dishonored;  and,  in  consequence,  Boyd  be- 
came a  defaulter.  The  lands,  in  some  cases,  were 
conveyed  to  him,  or  his  secnritier ;  and  the  object 
of  this  joint  resolution  was  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  if  he  found  it  to  be  best  for 
the  public  interest,  to  take  the  lands  in  disdiarge  of 
the  debt,  at  the  original  piice  from  the  land  office  of 
ft  35  per  aere» 

Mr.  KING  objected  to  any  such  compromise. 
If  the  sureties  were  able  to  pay,  they  should  be 
required  to  make  good  the  whole  of  the  defalca- 
tion. No  countenance  should  be  given  to  such  a 
Hne  of  conduct  as  that  practised  in  this  instance. 
At  the  lime  of  these  speculations  it  was  known  that 
vast  tracts  were  bought  and  culled  over;  an  J  aow 
it  was  proposed  to  allow  the  refuse  of  these  tracts*- 
not  wortb»  perhaps,  25  cents  au  sere — to  be  handed 
baek  to  the  Government  at  |1  35.  Mr.  K.,  at 
^ome  length,  pointed  out  the  injurious  tendencies  of 
.81^  a-eeiiirse. 

Mr.  K¥ANS  explained  that  the  joint  resolution 
iJMy  gaTe  the  Tieavory  Department  power  to 


make  the  arrangement,  if  nothing  better  cotUd  be 
tlune. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  made  an  explanation  in 
rt*  lalion  to  decisions  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Mississippi,  which  rendered  it 
doubtful  whether  the  United  States  could  make  a 
better  arrangement. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
matter  was  not  properly  understood.  On  the  facts 
of  the  case,  as  presented  to  the  circuit  otiort  in 
Mississippi,  no  lawyer  could  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  the  decition.  llie  case  was  this: 
When  Mr.  Boyd  was  appointed  receiver,  in  ma- 
king out  the  bonds  for  his  securities,  an  error  was 
committed,  which  was  the  occasion  of  their  not 
being  signed.  New  bonds  were  preparing,  to  be 
sign^  by  new  securities;  and,  in  this  interval,  he 
issued  the  certificAtes  of  entries,  for  which  he  was 
not  paid  the  money.  The  court  decided  that  the 
sureties  vho  did  not  till  subsequently  become  his 
securities,  were  not  liable  by  their  bonds  to  that 
extent. '  Now,  with  regard  to .  so  much  of  the  de- 
falcation as  originated  in  this  interval,  if  taking 
back  the  lands  was  the  best  that  coold  be  done,  he 
was  willing  to  support  the  resolution;  but  no  fur- 
ther. 

After  a  fern,  remarks  from  Mr.  EVANS,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 'joint  res- 
olution, and  decided  In  the  negative:  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  rejected. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  taken  up, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 

Senate  bill  to  re-enact  and  continue  in  operation 
the  several  acts  now  in  foice  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  States. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wareham  KIngsley. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Monroe. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Bays, 
postmaster  of  New  Orleans. 

Senate  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  dis- 
posing of  the  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of 
Arkansas  and  Illinois,  and  Territories  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes. 

House  bjll  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Drew. 

And  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snow  Y. 
Sears. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  to  auChorize  the  occupation  an^  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  came  op  as  the 
unfinished  business;  the  question  pending  being, 
"Shall  this  bill  passi** 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
adopted  by  4be  Senate;  for  be  considered  it  of  the 
utmost  importatice  that  it  should  pass,  aoiwiih- 
standing  the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the  Senator 
f^om  BilasBachnsetts,  on  a  former  day,  against  its 
passage.  It  appeared  that,  by  certain  treaty  stip- 
ulations between  this  Government  and  Great  Britain, 
entered  into  in  the  year  1818,  the  British  had  the 
right  of  trading  throughout  the  whole  of  that  ter- 
litory;  of  entering  into  all  the  ports  and  harboi% 
upon  the  coast;  and  of  carrying  on  their  trade 
therein,  as  freely  and  as  fully  as  might  be  done  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes.  Under  this  treaty, 
the  British  Trading  Company  had  erected,  a  fort, 
called  Fort  Vancouver,  and  had  settled  and  culti- 
vated some  of  the  adjacent  lands;  but  to  what  el- 
tent,  he  (Mr.  Tappan)  did  not  know. 

AnH  now  (said  Mr.  Tappav)  we  have  the  prop- 
osition advanced  in  this  Senate,  that  these  treaty 
stipulations  give  to  Great  Britain  a  tenancy  in 
common  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  withiii  the  Oregon  Territory — that  the  sub- 
jpc's  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  occupy  it 
wiih  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  No  Sena- 
tor had  intimated  any  doubt  as  to  the  tiile  of  the 
United  States  to  the  territory,  founded  upon  dis^ 
covery  and  upon  treaties.  As  to  the  treaty  or 
convention  of  1818,  although  he  thought  the  con- 
struction put  on  it  by  honorable  Senators  was  quite 
a  forced  construction,  he  would  guard  agaiost  the 
consequences  of  such^  construction,  that  it  might 
not  grow  up  into  an  admitted  claim  to  the  whole 
territory. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  be  had  merely  stated  what 
interpretatioa  was  pat  upon  the  treaty;  he  had  given 
no  opinion  as  10  the  eonreetaess  of  that  iaterprett- 
ti(Ai. 
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M^  TAPPAN -said  the  Senate  would  recollect 
that  there  had  been  recently  before  them  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States.  !niat  question  bad  ari:ren  from  the  same 
kind  of  carelessness  or  ignorance  in  our  negotiators 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  whic^  s^f  ms  to  liave  pre- 
vailed in  negotiating  the  conveivjio^  of  1818. 

By  the  tseaty  of  peace  of  17^3,  the  northwest 
eoraer  of  Nova  Scolia  wa^.fhe  point  froni\  which 
tbcboondaiy  Hoe  of.  tfaa^ited  States  was4o  be 
.run,  and  it  was  the  poiaf  «t  wbiahrlhat  bout^dary 
line  was  talerminate.  WhatejMr  uncertamty  there 
might  be  ia  ibe  description  of  asy  part  of  ||iat 
boundary,  these  was  non^  whatever  io  the  p^ca 
where  the  line  ^uld. begin  and  end;  nor, was 
thefe  aay  diffieul^,  donbt,  or  unoer<ainty  as  to 
where  that^  northwest  corner  was  to  be  found.. 
The  map  wMcb  it  is  known  the  commissioners  liad 
before  (hem  and  used,  as  well  as  aU  the  English 
maps  of  their  North  American  possessions,  agreed 
hi  plaetng'tfais  oomtr  far  north  of  the  Sw  John 
river,  and  west  of  the  bay  of  Chalears.  I  speak 
of  English  maps,  becanseit  is  well  known  that  (ha 
French  churned  that  the  northern  part  of  Maine 
betonged  to  Canada,  and  laid  it  down  accoidingljr 
on  tbdr  maps  of  that  country,  even  after  Abe  paaea 
of  1783.  Ajiy  ordinary  country  sniyeyor  olgbt 
have  aFceroiined  whtie  that  'northwest  comer  ot 
Nova  Scotia  was,  and  from  that  might  have  run 
the  north  line  of  Maine;  nor  would  any  two  boaest 
sanreyors  have  differed  as  to  the  position  of  tha 
corner,  or  the  line  lo  be  ran  from  or  to  it. 

This  matter,  so  clear,  and,  until  then,  undisputed, 
was  made  doabtfnl  and  uncertain  by  our  aegotia* 
tors  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,    if  that  treaiy^  instead 
oi  stiptilating  for  the  appoinioMiu  of  a  joint  oem« 
mission  "to  ran  and  mark  the  boundary  hoe  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,**  had  required  such 
commission  ''to  aseeriaia  the  northwest  corner  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  to  run  the  Hne  from  and  to  that 
point,*'  no  dificulty  would  ever .  liave  arisen  be- 
tween  the   two  Governments  as   to  either   the 
north  or  east  line  of  Maine;  but,  as  the  treaty 
stipulated   that   if   the  commissioners   disagreed 
where  the  line  was,  it  should  be  left  to  some 
friendly  power  to  determine,   the  British  Gov- 
ernment,   with    their    usual     adroitness,    seized 
upon    this   sgreement   to    draw   off  the    atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  (Slreat  Britain  and  the  United 
States  from  the  true  point  for  settlement,  and  fix 
it  upon  an  inquiry  and  examination  as  to  where  are 
the  highlands  mentioned  in,  the  treaty  of  peace. 
The  British  Government,  after   raising  this  con* 
troversy,  took  possession  ef  the  country  north  of 
the  St  John,  and  held  it  by  military  force.    Ton 
all  know  (said  Mr.  T.)  the  long  train  of  negotia- 
tion which  we   have    been   Amused  with  upon 
this  inatter;  the  reference^f  the  question  of  <hvhere 
were  the  highlands"  to  the  King  of  Holland;  his 
award,  and  the  rejection  of  it  by  this  Government. 
He  would  now  ask  the  attention  ef  the  Senate  to 
the  close  of  this  controversy  to  the  treaty  recently 
concluded  with  Lord  Ashburton.    The  negotiation 
of  this  treaty  shows  the  complete  success  of  British 
diplomacy.    A  territory  which  had  been  ours,  not 
only  without  dispute,  but  without  any  suspicion  as 
to  the  goodness  of  our  title,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  until  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  admitted  by 
our  own  Secretary  of  State  to  have  never  belonged 
to  us.    When  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
was  laid  before  the  Senate,  with  the  correspond- 
ence which  led  to  it,  it  was  seen  that  the  boundary 
settled  by  it,  between  our  possessions  and  the  Brit, 
ish,  was  one  proposed  by  our  Government,  and  ac- 
ceded  to  by  the  British  negotiator,  giving  them  all 
the  territory  north  of  the  St  John,  and  a  lar^e 
tract  west,  which  they  had  never  claimed.    We 
lost  all  this  (said  Mr.  T.)by  negotiation,  and  would 
not  regain  it  without  a  war;  for  in  any  future  nego- 
tiation or  reference  as  to  thenorth  line  of  Maine,  we 
coold  not  expect  the  British  to  recede  from  the  St. 
John,    when    we  had   offered,  not  to  cede   the 
country  north  of  that  river  for  an  equivalent,  but 
to  fix  upon  that  as  the  true  boundary  intended  to 
be  deseribed  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  For  this  reason, 
he  voted  to  ratify  this  treaty.    The  boundary  was 
our  own  proposition;  and  we  would  be  considered 
by  the  whole  civilized  world  as  precluded  firom 
advancing  a  claim  to  a  more  northern  boundary* 
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Tbe  tenitory  was  lost  by  oor  own  folly,  and  eonid 
not  be  regained  withont  a  war;  and  war,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  eonntry,  (which  he  would  not 
•zplain,  as  it  was  understood .  by  eveiy  Senator,) 
was,  with  him,  entirely  impracticable. 

IndiTidaais  (said  Mr.  T.)  are  called  fools  if  tbey 
will  not  profit  by  their  own  ezperiencf :  so  are  na- 
tions. If,  soon  afier  the  treaty  ot  1783,  we  had 
granted  the  land  in  the  north  part  of  Maine,  and* 
invited  a  settlement  to  be  made  on  it,  it  wonld 
never  have  been  claimed  by  Cireat  Britain.  The 
Borthwest  comer  of  Nova  Scotia  wonld  now  be 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  United  States.  But, 
instead  of  settling  it  oarselves,  we  let  the  British 
settle  it;  we  negotiated  until  it  was  gone  from  ns. 
He  was  for  taking  a  very  diflferent  course  with  the 
Oregon  Territory.  He  wonld  let  the  hardy  West- 
ern yeomaHry  in  upon  that  country;  he  wonld 
plant  fifty  thousand  niles  there,  in  hsnds  that  knew 
how  to  use  them;  and  no  more  wonkl  be  heard  of 
British  claidiants,  or  British  claims  to  that  terri- 
tory. If  (said  Mr.  T.)  this  is  not  done^if,  from 
fiU  of  offending  our  old  mother,  we  forbear  to 
take  strong  possession  of  the  country,  and  go  on 
negotiatingand  arbitrating  about  it  as  we  did  about 
Maine— by«and-bv  some  Secreury  of  State  will  be 
found  proposing  the  line  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
as  the  western  boundary  of  oar  gkmous  Union. 
Yes,  and  proposing  it  when  we  dare  not  involve 
the  nation  in  a  war.  He  would  trust  to  no  such 
contingency.  He  would  seule  the  country  imme- 
diately, and  bold  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SBVIBR,  who  intimated  a 
dcsirt  to  examine  certain  documents  relating  to  this 
subject,  the  bill  was  informally  passed  over. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  HUNTINCn'ON, 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSB  OF  RBPBBSBNTATIVBS. 
Wkdnxsdat,  January  11, 1842. 

Mr.  LEVY  offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
S«»cretary  of  the  Navy  lo  communicate  to  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  report,  survey,  and  estimate, 
with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the  month 
of  the  river  Snwanee;  and  also,  that  he  prepare 
and  fhmish  the  Honse  with  estimates  of  tbe  snm 
required  to  construct  a  railroad  to  connect  tbe  St. 
John  and  Snwanee  rivers. 

Mr.  BVERSTT  objected  to  everything  out  of 
the  regular  order  of  business. 
^  Mr.  KING  said  he  had  a  resolution,  which  was 
simply  one  of  inquiry,  and  would  not  occupy  a 
minute;  but  the  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  RBAD  presented  a  petition  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  of  com- 
mittees, and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  OSBORNE,  from  the  Committee  of  Plaims, 
repotted  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Ckorge  A.  Win- 
slow;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
disctiargjtd  from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions 
of  citizens  of  tbe  State  of  Connecticnt,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Thames  river;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  same  committee,  on  like  motions,  was  dis- 
charged from  other  petitions  and  memorials  on  va- 
rious subjects. 

Mr.  HOLMES  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
Sargent,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
an  amendment  of  ^e  law  regulating  the  granting 
of  patents  for  inventions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY,  it  was 

Ruoi9$dt  That  the  Secretary  of  theTreaeury  report  to  this 
Houee  the  amount  of  goods  loat  by  fire  in  the  public  otorcs  in 
the  city  of  New  Yoric,  doring  the  last  ten  years,  and  tbe  duiiee 
that  wonld  have  been  paid  on  each  goods  If  they  had  not  been 
desirvyed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

MUnlved,  That  the  Gommlttee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dis- 
chaiged  fhran  the  furtlier  consideration  of  so  roach  of  the  gen 
«fal  estimates  of  appropriatkms  for  l843-*44  as  relates  to  the 
reballdtngof  tlie  light-houso  on  BrandTwine  shosJ,  Delaware 
Bay,  and  to  the  constroction  of  a  lighthouse  on  Flynn's  Knoll, 
near  Sandy  Hook;  and  that  the  su^ects  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Ri»ol9«dt  That  the  Committee  of  WaTs  a«d  Means  be  die- 
cbarfed  from  the  farther  cooalderatioD  or  the  following  reeolu- 


tion,  viz:  **Ilesolvedt  That  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
lie  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
so  amending  the  act  of  the  29th  of  August  la^t,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  thfl  settlement  of  certain  accounts  for  the  sup- 
port of  GoTemmeoi  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,' as  to  author- 
ise the  Legislatures  of  th^  respective  Territories  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  a  iiuffieient  number  of  officers  and  attendants 
for  the  transaction  of  itte  public  business,  and  to  regulate  their 
4)erdiem  compensation,  so  that  it  shall  not,  in  the  aggregate, 
exceed  the  sum  of  t3  per  day  to  each;  and  that  they  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise;"  and  Uiat  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Mn  POPE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
rieF,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  ap- 
pointment of  officers  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  POPE  s.obmitted  a  resolution  to  set  apart 
Taesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  the  last  day 
of  January  and  the  first  two  days  of  February,  for 
the  consideration  of  tbe  business  relating  to  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  the  Honse 
wonld  not  agrree  to  the  resolution.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  take  up  the  Territorial  business  at  the 
proper  time;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  fix  speci* 
fie.  days,  on  which  it  should  override  all  other  busi- 
ness,  h«>w  important  soever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  said,  at  previous 
sessions  fife  days  had  been  usually  appropriated  to 
Territorial  business;  but  now,  only  three  days  were 
asked. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  reminded  the  House 
that  there  were  bat  45  legislative  days  remaining 
of  this  fhoTt  session. 

Mr.  POPE  explained. 

Mr.  BLACK  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  important 
business  in  which  the  Territories  were  concerned, 
which  must  be  laid  before  the  Houjc  during  the 
present  session.  There  was  the  boundary  difficulty 
between  the  State  of  MisfK>uri  and  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  which  was  eliciting  much  warmth  of  feeling, 
and  which  he  hoped  the  House  would  take  some 
steps  to  settle.  He  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  theiefore,  not  to  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  for  three  days  wonld 
be  barely  sufficient  for  the  disposal  of  the  business 
to  ceme  before  them. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  would  consent  to  two 
days  being  set  apart  for  the  Territorial  business; 
and  he  suggested  the  first  Friday  and  Saturday 
in  February.  (Cries  of  '<And  meet  at  10  o'clock.'*) 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  qnestion, 
observing  that  the  time  proposed  in  the  resolution 
was  short  enough. 

The  pr6victi3  question  was  sustained  by  tbe 
House,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  negatived,  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLACK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Terri* 
tones,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  '*An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  certain  accounts  for  tbe  su  - 
port  of  Government  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  for  other  purposes;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  PINE. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  np  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bownb,]  in 
relation  to  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  of  General 
Jackson,  would  take  precedence  during  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

That  subject  was  then  taken  up,  on  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wm.  O.  Butlbb] 
had  the  floor.         

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER  addressed  the  House 
during  the  hour,  in  vindication  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
course,  and  in  advocacy  of  a  return  of  the  fine. 

Mr.  HUNT  obtained  thie  floor;  but  tbe  morning 
hour  having  expired,  the  subject  went  over. 

THE  EXCHEaUER. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  resolntion  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant,  expressive  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  the  ex- 
chequer plan  of  the  Executive,  to  be  tbe  next 
business  in  order. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  had  the  floor  from 
yesterday,  then  resumed  the  d&MUssion.  He  com- 
menced by  remarking  that  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  PacFFiT,]  in  the  course  of  his  icmarks 
last  ni$»h^  took  occasion  to  introduce  the  name  of 
Mr.  Clay — as  he  (AAr.  U.)  thouahi,  without  any 
great  propriety — in  an  attempt  to  illustrate,  as  the 
gentleman  had  said,  the  influence  of  conspicuous 
individuals  in  ihe  administration  of  the  i flairs  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  He  had  aubseqnently 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  editors  of  a 
morning  paper: 

Wa^hinotom,  January  lOih,  1813. 

Measre.  Galbs  and  Sbatqm  :  In  an  argument  made  by  me, 
to-day,  in  ttie  House  of  RejtreeeiitaUvea,  I  aeeerted  that  ibe  Bank 
of  the  United  Statea  liad,  in  many  instances,  been  ioflueQced,  in 
the  granting  of  accommodationa,  by  peraona  high  in  power,  and 
by  politiciana  of  conepicuona  standing.  Thle  aaaerlloa  was 
made  in  reply  to  the  allegation  that  the  exchequer  plan  of  tbe 
President  was  liable  to  fiill  under  the  influence  of  roea  in  high 
stations:  and  I  said  that  gentlemen  arcuing  in  favor  of  a  liank 
of  the  United  States  were  seemingly  forgetful  of  tbe^etof  iia 
having  been  so  influenced.  I  then  referred  to  a  case  fh>m  Pe. 
tere's  Reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  9tb  volume,  page  382— Bank  of  the  United  Butaa 
va.  Waggener  and  others.  I  stated  that,  after  the  Branch  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  had  twice  reAiaed 
to  grant  a  loan,  upon  a  third  applicatkm,  through  the  inflwnca 
or  repreeentation  of  Mr.  Clay  and  other  genlleoMui.  tbe  loan 
was  granted  or  authorized  by  the  pamnt  board  at  Phtladelph^ 
notwithstanding  the  refuaal  of  the  branch  at  Lexington.  I  alao 
distinctly  staled,  and  repeated,  that  1  did  not  intend  to  caat  the 
least  shadow  of  imputation  upon  either  ibe  peraonal  or  political 
character  of  Mr.  Clay;  and  neither  did  I  intend  to  say  that  he 
was  per aonally  concerned  in  any  manner  with  thia  Iwnk  trane* 
action.  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Umobbwood,  who 
is  now  entitled  to  the  floor)  said  that  tbe  case  referred  to  tfy  roe 
would  not  bear  out  roj  assertion.  I  would  deeply  iameot  if  I 
ahould  do  any  person  injustice,  particularly  Mr.  Clay;  and 
therefore  1  hasten  to  give  the  following  eztracta  from  tbe  <lecis> 
ion  referred  to. 

The  following  is  an  extr|^  of  the  facts  in  the  atatement  of 
ihe  caae— Peferc's  Report^rol.  Ix.,  page  38S: 

"in  the  stale  of  things  existing  in  .1822,  William  Oweoa  ap- 
plied to  the  ofllce  at  Lexington  for  a  loan  of  aSjOOO.-ln  the  ooiaa 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  assuring  the  bank  that  they  would 
answer  his  purpoee  as  well  aa  gold  and  silver.  Tlw  dhr  was 
rejected  by  the  directoca  of  the  bank;  and,  on  ita  renewal,  waa 
again  refused.  A  third  time  the  loan  was  applied  for;  ma  in- 
terference of  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  tmaineaB  of  the 
l>ank(oot  a  director)  to  procure  it  was  solicited  and  «hcaioed, 
and  the  applitetion  was  referred  to  the  board  at  Philadelphia, 
by  which  the  loan  was  authorized.*' 

It  further  appears  from  this  report,  page  386— 

"That  thia  negotiation  was  at  tne  eameet  ioetaoca  of  Owens^ 
and  for  his  accommodation.  When  he  thought  his  own  fah 
stances  insufficient,  besought  the  aid  of  others^  and  eapeciaUy 
applied  to  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  counsel  for  the  bank,  and  to  the 
late  Colonel  Morrison,  who  had  been  preaident  of  tne  office,  to 
use  their  influence  aa  hia  friends  to  aid  iitm  In  t^Maining^hat 
he  asked." 

It  further  appears,  from  a  atatonent  of  Mr.  Seraeant,  coao* 
sel'for  the  bank,  on  page  3fl6:  'That  the  office  twice  daclhied 
hia  (Owens'^)  application,  and  then  he  employed  the  Infloeoee 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Clay  and  Colonel  Morriaon,  to  oliuin  aa 
order  from  the  parent  board." 

I  could  give  other  extracts,  if  time  permitted.  My  aasertioo 
that  Mr.  Claj's  influence  «^as  sought  and  uaed  with  the  parent 
bank,  was  baaed  on  the  authority  of  the  lacta  thua  diKJoaed, 
which  distinctly  show  that  ^'a  gentleman  not  a  director,"  bm 
one  **eonneetea  with  the  busineta  qf  the  bank,'*  must  have 
meant  Mr.  Clay;  because  Colonel  Morriaon  is  atated  only  lo 
have  been  preeident  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Clay ,  aa  appeara  by  the 
record,  waa  then  attorney  for  the  bank  at  Lexington. 

I  Bubmit  whether  my  assertion  is  not  auatained  by  tbe  facti^ 
andlaakan  immediate  inseiiion  of  thia  letter  in  iIm  Intelli* 

Sencer,  that  Mr.  Unbbrwood  or  any  other  genttooMn  may 
ave  an  opportunity  to  correct  me  if  I  have  unlntentiooally 
misiepreeenved  the  case.  GEORGE  H.  PROFPIT. 

Mr.  U.  then  went  on  to  fay,  that  the  first  extract 
in  that  letter  was  not  complete.  It  shonld  ha?e  gone 
on  and  sait?:  **A  mortgage  on  real  estate  behig 
given  as  additional  security  on  tbe  loan;^'  and  then 
it  wonld  have  shown  that,  while  Mr.  Clay  was 
willing  tonse  his  inflnenc^  to  obtain  a  loan  fcr  his 
friends,  h^  look  care  that  it  was  secured  by  a 
racrtgege  en  real  estate.  This  was  .^bowing  an  ad- 
ditional trait  in  tbe  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  with 
which  he  (Mr.  U)  was  saiis6ed;  hot  he  wonld  ad- 
vise tbe  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Ur.  Proffit] 
when,  in  fuinre,  he  wished  to  extract  a  paasage 
from  a  record,  never  to  stop  in  the  middle  of  a 
senence,  nor  make  a  fall  stop  where  there  shonld  be 
but  a  comma.  With  some  other  observaiions  on 
the  tran&ao^ion  referred  to  in  the  above  extracts, 
he  dismissed  that  subject,  and  proceeded  to  other 
considerations  connected  with  it. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Indiana,  by  citing  tbe  name 
o(  Mr.  Cl&y,  had  desired  to  prove  that  a  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States  would  yield  obedience  to  the  soli- 
citation of  distinguished  men,  and  wonld  exerdie 
the  expansive  power,  or  grant  loans  and  deal  in 
exchange  under  the  influence  of  politician;;  but  in 
all  thix,  Ihe  gentleman  had  failed  to  draw  an  obvi- 
ous distinction,  which  could  not  fail  to  strike  the 
mind  of  every  man  who  thonght  on  the  sobject, 
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laa  btikk  of  the  United  Suites,  be  admitted  snob 
iftflMnct  would  exist,  in  a  gr^at^r  or  less  degree; 
bat  be  qpniended  that  tbe  danger  to  be  apprebended 
flooi  tbe  ezerciae  of  tbis  power  by  a  directory  of 
pritate  indiyidoals  was  iDfinliely  less  tban  ibai 
which  was  threatened  by  its  exercise  by  a  Oorern- 
aent,  to  whom  the  exchequer  scheme  wonld  itive 
ao  acenmnlaiioii  of  power.  There  was,  therefore, 
ao  analogy;  nor  was  there  anything  in  the  argn- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  which  could  operate  against 
the  establisbmeat  of  a  national  bank^  while  tbe 
fall  force  of  hia  argument  operated  agaioM  giving 
such  power  to  an  Execotive  or  a  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that,  as  they  should 
do  BoCbing  more  than  discosa  these  questions  dn^ 
ring  the  preaent  session,  they  might  as  well  ois- 
COBS  them  on  this  resolution  as  in  any  other  way. 
And  the  first  remark  which  he  wished  to  make  on 
the  eorrenej  qne8tk>n,  and  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  tbe  House  and  of  the  ooun* 
tiy,  WIS,  that,  by  tbe  passage  of  any  one  of  these 
exchequer  bills,  they  would  take  the  subject  from 
private  individuals,  or  a  corporation  cf  private 
stockholdersy  and  give  it  to  the  Government  of  the 
country;  thereby  enlarging  its  powers  to  a  danger- 
ous extent.  The  great  defect  in,  and  the  great  er- 
Rff  (as  he  conceived)  of,  tbe  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try on  the  subject  of  tbe  currency  in  times  pai t,  had 
been,  that  it  destroyed  the  association  of  private  in* 
dividuala  forming  a  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
giving  a  enrrency  to  the  country  through  their 
means.  The  idea  was  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Van 
Buien,  and  others  of  that  party,  tha^the  associa- 
tion of  wealth,  in  the  shape  of  a  corporation, 
vaa  dangerous  to  the  Jiberties  of  the  country, 
and  was  anfi*republlcin  in  its  tendencies;  but, 
seemgtbat  a  currency  was  necessary,  in  some 
way,  to  meet  tbe  wants  of  tbe  country,  this 
exchequer  plan  of  tbe  Exeeuti?e  was  formed, 
with  a  view  to  gain  popularity,  and  to  form  a 
Diddle  party.  And  he  (Mr.  Underwood)  acknowl- 
edged that  tbe  exchequer  plan  would  give  tbe 
country  a  currency,  but  it  would  increase  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Executive  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent He  conceived  they  never  could  have  a  cur- 
rency in  this  country,  which  would  restore  the 
prospcfity  of  the  people,  unless  it  was  based  on  an 
itsodation  of  capitalists  in  tbe  form  of  a  chartered 
national  bank;  and  instead  of  making  such  a  cor- 
poration pay  the  (Government  a  bonw^  and  then 
allow  them  to  make  as  much  interest  as  they  could 
oa  dieir  loans  and  on  bills  of  exchange,  the  true 
policy  wonld  be  to  refuse  a  lonuf,  and  limit  the 
bank  in  the  amount  of  its  profits;  and  thus 
air  temptation  to  expansion  would  be  taken 
away,  and  thereby  they  wonld  diminish  the  injury 
to  the  country,  while  they  would  extend  the  bene- 
fits to  every  rank.  Tbe  great  injury  to  the  country 
at  the  present  time  was  the  restriction  of  its  cur- 
rency, and  its  diminution  to  a  gold  and  silver  stand- 
ard. He  illustrated  this  part  of  the  subject,  by 
stating  its  eflfect  on  sales  under  an  expanded,  in 
emtrast  with  tbe  prices  under  a  contracted  curren- 
cy; and  the  difiference  produced  in  tbe  ability  of  tbe 
people  to  secure  around  them  the  comforts  of  life. 

Now  this  exchequer  plan  of  bis  friend  ftom  Mas- 
sachusetts, instead  of  increasing  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country-^insiead  of  enhancing  tbe  price 
of  labor — instead  of  operating  as  a  remedy  for  exist- 
ing evils,  simply  proposed  that  there  should  be  dol- 
lar for  dollar  thrown  into  circulation  for  tbe 
amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults.  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  it  operated  on  tbe  prices  of  tbe  labor  and 
property  of  tbe  country,  it  would  have  no  sort  of 
miluence  in  remedying  the  evils  with  which  the 
country  was  aflltcted.  What,  then,  wonld  it  do? 
Its  only  effect  would  be  to  enable  the  inoividoal 
tet  might  have  |1,000  in  bis  possession,  to  de- 
posite  it  in  specie,  and  set  that  amount  in  portable 
currency,  that  he  might  carry  about  bim.  Now, 
was  it  worth  while  to  create  an  institution  which 
would  only  have  that  effect  so  far  as  the  currency 
and  bualaess  of  the  country  wss  concerned?  As  a 
mere  fiscal  agent,  its  operation  would  not  be  more 
benefieial  than  the  sub-treasury;  and,  as  that  bad 
been  condemned  both  by  the  popular  voice  and  by 
Che  existing  Administration;  and  as  it  was  not, 
uadar  preaani  cireuaoistanees,  likely  to  be  resorted 
to  ^  Other  partfi  itwunotneceseary  for  him  to 


pursue  tba*t  point  of  bis  argument.  As  to  tbe  ex- 
chequer, so  far  as  tbe  currency  was  concerned,  it 
would  have  no  sort  of  effect  whatever,  because  it 
would  create  no  sort  of  additional  circulation.  It 
would  only  give  as  much  paper  circttlation  as  its 
operations  would  abstract  from  the  specie  circu- 
lation of  the  country;  and,  therefore,  it  would  not 
remedy  the  existing  evils  produced  by  a  limited 
amount  of  currency. 

In  the  progress  of  tbe  debate,  a  great  many  argu- 
ments had  b^  urged,  which  he  would  like  to  have 
time  to  reply  to;  but,  as  it  was  impossible  to  go  into 
a  discussion  of  the  objects,  views,  and  principles  of 
parties  and  of  men,  be  should  very  briefly  notice 
a  few  things  that  had  been  said,  and  bring  his  re- 
marks to  a  close. 

It  had  been  said  on  that  floor  that  the  Whig 
party  was  prostrate,  and  that  it  was  incapable  of 
making  any  effort  hereafter  to  resuscitate  itself  from 
the  overthrow  it  had  sustained  trom  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  fall  elections.  He  believed  that  these 
declarations,  made  from  wious  quarters,  pro- 
ceeded more  from  tbe  fears  of  tbe  individuals  ma- 
king them,  tban  from  the  solid  convictions  of  their 
judgments.  Tbe  6n1y  real  foundation  on  which 
the^  declarations  rested,  was  tbe  example  set  by 
the  New  York  elections  of  last  fall,  ue  would 
not  take  tbe  time  to  go  into  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  these  elections;  but  every  gentle- 
man who  looked  at  them,  and  compared  them  with 
tbe  elections  of  1840,  would  And  that  there  were 
more  than  40,000  individuals  who  did  not  go  to  the 
poUs. 

[A  member  here  said:  "Pipe-laying  had  ceased;" 
and  another  was  heard  to  say:  **Tbe  times  were  so 
hard,  that  they  had  no  money  to  expend  in  elec- 
tion8.»T 

Yes,  sir:  there  were  more  tban  40,000  persons 
wjlio  did  not  vote  at  all.  The  successful^ndidate 
fell  short  of  tbe  vote  of  1840  more  tban  4  J)00  votes; 
and  the  defeated  candidate  more  than  90  000. 
Now,  had  these  voters  changed  their  opinions?  and 
was  there  any  evidence  thai  they  would  not  vote  in 
1844  as  they  did  in  1840?  There  was  no  evidence 
of  it;  and  those  gentlemen  who  boast  of  tbe  resuh 
felt  very  much  as  Bob  Bailey  tbe  duelKst  did, 
when  his  adversary  fell  at  the  flrst  fire.  Tbis 
worthy  said  that,  when  he  saw  bis  antagonist  fall 
before  him,  htt  first  sensation  was  fear  lest  he 
might  get  up  agaio,  and  demand  another  fire. 
So  it  was  with  the  Democrats  exulting  over 
their  late  victory  in  New  York;  they  were  afraid  of 
meeting  their  adversaries  a  second  time.  He  ad- 
mitted that  some  things  had  happened  which  had  a 
tendency  so  to  sour  and  chagrin  great  numbers  of 
the  Whig  party,  that  they  refrained  from  going  to 
the  pons;  but  be  confidently  believed  that  the  great 
motives  which  kept  them  away  in  1849,  would 
carry  them  to  the  polls  in  1844.  Everything  was 
tending  to  form  parties  on  principles,  and  not  on 
men;  and  issues  made  up  on  principles  alone 
would  induce  people  to  go  to  tbe  polls  and  vote. 
Those  who  bad  kept  away  from  the  polls  had  seen 
that  their  votes  would  do  no  good;  and  therefore 
they  bad,  in  perfect  distrust  at  those  who  had  pre- 
vented the  adoption  of  tbe  measures  they  believed 
indispensable  to  tbe  welfare  of  the  country,  refrain- 
ed from  voting  at  the  late  electionst 

How  was  it  in  Ohio?  The  Demoeratie  triumph 
there  was  a  minority  triumph,  and  they  had  a  ini- 
nority  Governor,  lliere  was  also  tbe  same  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  votes  polled,  as  was  exbibibMl 
in  tbe  New  York  elections.  Sir,  tbe  conduct  of  the 
guard  and  of  Mr.  Tyler  bad  kept  tbe  people  away 
from  tbi  polls.  [A  member  asked:  Will  not  the 
same  conduct  continue?]  No,  sir,  you  can't  keep 
them  away  in  1844.  The  constitutional  fact  will  com- 
pel them  to  go.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when 
it  is  necessary  fo  them  to  exert  themselves;  but  tbe 
demonstration  they  made  in  18*49  in  behalf  of  prin- 
ciples of  1840,  will  convince  their  adversaries  that 
tbe  Whig  party  are  strong  and  united*  [A  voice: 
*^bat  are  the  principles  of  18407*'] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  said 
the  other  day,  that,  if  waked  np  at  six  o'clock  any 
moming»  he  could  have  to^d  what  John  Tyler 
would  do  in  regard  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States— 
that  a  bank  bill  would  not  be  signed  by  him. 
That  WM  infor^urtiioft  which  the  pto^  of  ihiiaoQa* 
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try  bad  hot  in  tbeir  poeseesion.  It  was  no(  be- 
lieved in  his  section  of  the  country.  The  very 
fact  that  Mr.  Tyler  attended  tbe  Harrisbuxg  con- 
vention—-the  very  fact,  which  was  known,  that 
Mr.  Clay  was  his  favorite  candidate  for  the  Pcesi- 
dency^  was  enough  to  show  that  h»  woi  Id  have 
approved  and  signed  anything  that  Mr.  CiaLj 
would  have  approved  and  signed.  Now,  he  would 
ask  with  what  consittencn  could  MiuJTjler^  aAer 
being  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay^  seledtion  for  the  Presi- 
dency, who  was  known  tp  be  the  advocate  of  a 
United  States  bank,  pretend  (bat  he  was  not  looked 
upon  as  being  also  in  iavor  of  that  measure! 

Mr.  BIDLACK  begged  leave  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman,  and  ask  him  if  Mr.  Clay  himself  had 
not,  on  various  occasiona,  and  particularly  at 
Hanover  court-house,,  disclaimed  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  national  bank. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  had  never  heard  any  such 
.  disclaimer  imputed  to  Mr.  Clay  since  the  Harris* 
burg  convention.  If  there  had  been  any  such  dis- 
claimer, he  would  thank  tbe  gentleman  to  ahow  It* 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  that  sudi  a  disclaimer  had 
twice  before  been  brought  to  tbe  notice  of  tbe 
House;  and  in  a  speech  which  be  bad  made,  he 
had  produced  the  proof  from  documentary  evi- 
dence. He  referred  particularly  to  the  Hanover 
apeech. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  the  speech  woaki 
speak  for  itself.  He  was  not  aware^f  any  wuh 
evidence.  .  But  if  Mr.  Tyler  was  not  pledged  te 
approve  the  measures  of  Mr.  Clay— if  be  waa  de- 
sirous to  nominate  him  for  the  Presidency,  and  ae- 
tually  shed  tears,  as  it  was  said,  because  he  did  not 
receive  the  nomination,  were  there  not  good  grounds 
to  believe  that  he  would  approve  a  national  bank 
bill?  What  were  they  to  say  in  regard  to  tbe  testi- 
mony of  Hill  and  Owen  of  North  Carolina,  who 
testified  that  Mr.  T>)er  expressly  *  told  them  that 
his  opinions  in  relation  to  a  national  bank  had  un- 
dergone a  change?  He  had  not  heaid  the  verad^ 
of  these  gentlemen  questioned;  and  yet  here  was 
a  direct  iarae  between  them  and  Mr.  Tyler  on  tbis 
subject. 

Mr.  WISE  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  whether,  during  the  can- 
vass for  the  Presidency  of  1840,  he  saw  the  address 
which  was  put  forth  bf  the  Central  Harrison  Com- 
mittee of  Virginia?  That  address  was  published 
in  all  the  Richmond  papers;  and  it  wonld  be  found 
there  asserted,  not  only  that  Mr.  Tyler  would  not 
sign  a  bank  bill,  but  that  General  Harrison,  would 
not  sign  one.  He  would  ask  tbe  gentleman  if  be 
ever  read  that  address. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  recollect  that  he 
had  ever  read  it.  He  did  not  refer  to  these  nu- 
meroua  addresses,  msde  throughout  the  country 
during  the  presidential  canvass. 

Mr.  RAYNER  asked  lea>e  to  make  an  expla* 
nation,  as  reference  bad  been  made  to  two  gentle*> 
men  of  his  Slate.  Tbe  charge  they  made  was,  that 
Mr.  Tyler  positively  informed  them  that  his  opin- 
ions upon  the  oonstitutionahty  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  Statea  had  changed.  Tbis  was  published 
in  the  papers  of  tbe  country;  and  Mr.  Tyler  dodged 
tbe  question,  by  saying  that  he  never  expressed  any 
such  opinion  in  the  B&rrisburg  convention. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that,  if  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  would  permit  him,  he  would  undertake 
to  say  that  the  President  bad  denied  that  be  ever 
made  any  such  declaration  at  all.  Tbe  gentleman 
need  not,  therefore,  say  that  be  dodged  the  ques- 
tion. The  President  bad  denied,  and  published  to 
the  world  the  denial,  that  he  made  any  inch  de- 
claration whatever  to  Gen.  Owen,  Mr.  Hill,  or  any- 
body else. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  observed  that  his  time  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  would,  therefore,  go  on 
with  bis  remarks,  and,  as  be  hoped,  without  any 
more  interruptions.  The  Virginia  Whigs  might 
have  written  and  published  an  address,  such  as  the 
gentleman  alluded  to,  and  it  might  have  been  de- 
signed to  operate  on  that  State  alone,  Tbe  great 
error  of  the  Whig  party,  and  for  which  he  belkved 
tbe  judgment  of  Heaven  bad  fallen  upon  them* 
was  tbeir  selecting  JohnTyler  as  their  candidate 
for  the  Yioe  Presidency,  in  tbe  hope  of  carrying  tbe 
Slate  of  Yirginia.    Instead  of  selecting  a  man  who 
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-dt)^  ttitetret;  iniWid  of  selceHog  a  man  who 
Ydr  y«iit  had  manifested  a  cc  nsistent  •  devotion 
lollidr  prineiplea,  the  Whig  part j  aeleeted  John 
l^rlef,  merely  for  the  sake  of  carrjrinfr  the  State 
of  iTiitinria.  Hariag  made  this  seketion,  it 
yn%  very  probahle  that  the  Whigs  of  Yirgiilia 
jnay  have  put  forth  Boch  an  address  intended  for 
that  8(hte  only;  hnt  it  was  known  that  at  NashviHe 
the  oonTention  pnt  forth  resolntions  directly  the 
contrary,  and  in  favor  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
t3tates.  We  learn  (said  Mr.  U.)  wisdom  by  ez- 
perienof;  and  no  man  will,  in  Aitnre,  ^et  on  the 
Whig  ticket  except  on  pnnciple.  The  contest 
wonld  then  be  carried  on  on  principles  alone.  He 
liimsetf  shonid  retire  to  the  shades  of  private  life; 
see  his  own  corn  grow,  and  raise  his  own  lambs. 
Bat,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  shonld  take  a  live- 
ly interest  in  the  coming  contest,  and  he  hoped  to 
see  it  waged  on  great  principles,  and  not  on  the 
nere  scramble  for  place  of  political  aspiraots. 

He  eondttded  by  ezpresslDg  it  as  bis  belief  that 
the  next  Prudential  contest  would  be  decided 
upon  the  question  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
national  enrrency,  based  on  individual  fand^;  on 
the  question  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  States,  to  whom,  as  he  thought, 
tiMy'  rightly  belonged;  on  the  question  of  restricting 
.the  power  of  the  Executive  by  limitations  upon  it, 
teough  an  amendmentio  the  Federal  Constitution; 
ftad  on  alt  those  other  measures  which  had  be- 
come the  standard  faith  of  the  Whig  party.  When 
the  coniest  turned  on  questions  like  these,  he  as 
fifdily  believed  that  the  people  would  decide  it  in 
favor  of  the  ascendency  of  the  Whigs,  as  he  now  be- 
lieved he  was  talking  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Itnust  be  so,  or  the  institutions  of  the  country 
oould  net  be  preserved.  Without  it,  tb«y  wonld 
Bot  be  worth  preserving, 

Mr.  RVBRETT  said  that  the  principal  objVct 
he  had  in  view  was  to  bring  this  debate  to  a  close, . 
by  moving  the  previotu  question.  He  would  sub- 
mit, as  an  apology  for  to  doing,  that  there  were 
now  three  or  four  subjects  before  the  House,  upon 
which,  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Paor- 
m]  well  remarked,  the  same  speeches  might  be 
made.  On  all  of  them,  a  collateral  debate  had 
arisen,  without  regard  to  the  matter  immediately 
before  the  House.  Before  he  took  his  seat,  bow- 
ever,  he  had  a  word  or  two  to-say  upon  the  ques 
tion  now  pending.  When  the  exchequer  plan  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  would  be  recollected  that  he  moved  to  instruct 
the  committee  to  report  the  identical  till  as  sub- 
mitted  by  the  President,  with  a  view  of  coming  to 
a  dfa^t  vote  upon  it.  He  considered  such  a  course 
lo  be  due  to  the  Executive.  It  was  presented  to 
Congress  as  the  peculiar  measure  of  the  President, 
and  he  thought  it  due  to  that  officer  that  the  House 
should  express  a  direct  opinion  upon  it.  Tki^ 
was  not  the  iSrst  time  it  bad  been  recommended  by 
the  Executive;  and,  on  that  account,  the  course 
which  he  (Mr.  E  )  bad  suggested  was  the  more 
important.  This  repetition  of  the  Executive  rec- 
ommendation was  a  still  greater  reason  wby  the 
House  should  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  meas- 
ure. 

But  it  was  also  recommended  in  other  quarters, 
of  which  he  would  give  the  origin  snd  history.  At 
the  close  of  the  extrasession  of  thp  present  Congress, 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  (Mr.  Webster,) — the  only 
member  of  the  Harrison  Cabinet  who  remained  in 
office — wrote  a  letter,  in  which  he  pledged  himself 
thai  the  Ezcutive  should  recommend  seme  meas- 
ure which  would  give  relief  to  the  country.  That 
member  of  the  cabinet  pledged  his  reputation  that 
such  a  measure  should  be  brought  forward.  Af- 
ter that  period,  he  (Mr.  E.)  always  considered  this 
<iheexchequei)  to  be  the  measure  of  that  member 
of  the  cabinet-ldrawn  up  by  him,  and  orii:  inaiiog 
with  bim.  Indeed,  when  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  T^asury  upon  the  plan  was  sent  to  Con- 
gress^ it  was  considered  by  every  one  as  the  argu- 
ment of  the  member  of  the  cabinet  to  whom  he  re- 
ferred. At  the  last  session,  it  was  not  favorably  re- 
ceived. A  committee  of  the  friends  of  the  President, 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  made  vital  alterations  in 
ft,  and  no  action  was  taken  by  the  House  upon  the 
report,  it  now  came  to  Congress  with  another  Bz- 
Mttive  teeoflunendatkin.    But  he  would  irst  state 


the  fact  «  hich  occurred  in  the  vacation:  The  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  a  speech  delivered  by  him  at 
Faoeuil  Hall,  agsin  recommended  it  as  the  only 
measure  which  should  be  adopted — and  adopted 
without  modification.  This  recommendation  was 
reiterated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Now,  it  struck 
bim,  thftt  there  was  an  almost  unparalleled  degree 
of  recklessness  exhibited  in  the  recommendations 
of  these  two  Secretaries.  They  most  have  known 
that  it  had  no  chance  whatever  of  being  adopted; 
yet'  tbelrecommendation  of  it  to  favorable  considera- 
tion would  heteafker  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
say  that,  had  their  counsels  been  taken,  the  country 
woold  greptly  have  been  benefited. 

He  held  that  this  measure  contradicted  all  those 
grounds  en  which  the  party  to  which  those  two 
Secretaries  were  attached  had  fought  the  political 
battle  of  1840.  The  main  issue  then  was  upon  the 
sub-tressury;  and  that  wss  condemned,  because  it 
was  a  Qovernment  bank  in  disguise.  It  was  ob- 
jectionable Iwcanse  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the 
President,  and  because,  if  managed  (as  it  would 
be)  by  politicians,  it  woiijd  soon  run  inio  bankrupt- 
cy. This  measure  of  the  exchequer  woUld  carry 
out  the  obnoxious  principles  which  the  Whig  party 
predicted  would  resalt  from  the  sub-treasury.  He 
agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  opinion 
that  both  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
friends  of  the  President  in  the  House,  and  that  re- 
ported in  the  Benate,  would  be  injurious.  The 
Presidents  bill  he  did  not  doubt  would  have  the 
effect  of  enlarging  the  currency;  but  it  would,  at 
the  same  time,  enlarge  the  power  of  the  Executive; 
and  therefore  was  liable  to  the  same  objection  as  the 
sub-treasuiy*  The  proposition,  he  apprehended, 
was  never  made  with  the  expectation  that  it  wonki 
receive  Whig  votes,  but  was  addressed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  And  wby  did  it  not  find  favor  with 
the  Democratic  part\1  He  answered,  because  they 
wouM  n^er  avow  th%t  the  object  of  the  sub* treas- 
ury was  to  create  a  Gk>vemment  bank,  whilst  this 
bill  did  so  plainly.  That  party  never  could  be  in- 
duced to  say  that  the  sub-treasury  was  intended  to 
be,  or  could  become,  a  Gk>verament  bank.  Should 
it  be  adopted  by  a  I>emocratic  Congress,  he  had  no 
fear  of  its  being  vetoed;  because,  if  fairly  estab- 
Ibhed  and  put  under  way,  it  would  become  a  bank 
of  discount  and  circulation,  as  the  exchequer 
would  be. 

He  believed  that  the  opinion  of  the  country — 
certainly  that  of  the  House — ^was  made  up  upon 
this  measure;  and  as  it  was  now  before  the  House 
in  such  a  way  as  to  exclude  the  transactien  of  all 
other  business  so  long  as  it  remained  undisposed 
of,  (the  suspension  of  the  rules  having  given  it 
prefere nce»>  in  order  to  take  it  out  of  the  way  of 
other  matters,  he  would  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  also  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  persist  in  his  motion— making  a  speech 
attacking  all  the  world  around  him,  and  then  per- 
mitting no  one  to  reply.  Such,  indeed,  was  strange 
generpsiiy. 

Mr.  EYBRETP  asked  for  the  yeas  snd  nays  on 
the  motion  f«r  a  call  of  the  Home. 

Tbey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ATHBRTON  suegested  to  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  EvBUXTT]  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  move 
an  adjournment;  so  as  to  let  the  question  stand 
over  nntil  to-morrow,  when  it  could  be  taken  early. 

Mr.  EVERETP  consented  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion for  a  call  of  the  House,  and  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question  for  a  moment,  in 
.  order  to  enable  him  to  submit  an  amendoient  to  the 
resolution  .of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana  Means. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out 
the  word  *'nof;^'  the  effect  of  which  atnendment 
would  be  to  declare  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  "ea- 
pedienl." 

He  then  renewed  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  an  adjournment;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  for  a  moment,  at  the  request 
of 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  who  presented 
the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Erie  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  the  issue  of  ^0,000,000 
Government  mock,  to  be  divided  among  theStat«»s. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  rose  and  said  that,  as  this  I 


was  an  adverse  report,  and  the  VstHkl  course -of  anch 
reports  wa«  to  lay  ihem  upon  the  table,  he  Bkovtd 
that  this  whole  subject  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Such  being  the  state  of  the  question-— 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tbubsdat,  January.  13,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury,  covering 
a  report  made  agreeably  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  for  the  extension  of  the  loan  of  1841,  and  for 
an  addition  of  five  millions  thereto,  and  for  aUow- 
ing  interest  on  treasury  notes  due;  showing  that 
there  had  been  borrowed  under  that  act  the  sum  of 
of  |5  673  976  88;  and  that  ^16  155  of  that  amount 
was  obtained  at  51  per  cent.,  |3,3ia,79l  86  at  5i 
per  cent.,  and  (^3,443.030  03  at  6  per  cent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BYANS^  the  communicatiun 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connectieut,  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  re- 
questing Congress  to  adept  measures  for  disciplin- 
ing the  officers  commanding  the  militia  throogjiout 
the  United  States,  which  was  presented  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed  a  few  days  ago,  waa  refenad  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial,  signed  1^ 
sundry  persons,  against  the  repeal  of  tbs  bankrupt 
law;  and  requesting,  in  any  modification  of  the 
law  by  Congress,  that  the  essential  features  of  the 
law,  as  now  existing,  may  be  retained.  Mr.  D. 
said  he  di4  not  know  from  what  quarter  the  peti- 
tion came,  but  begged  leave  to  state  that,  in  pre- 
senting it,  be  did  not  wish  it  to  be  received  as  any 
indication  of  what  his  course  wonld  be  in  the  ac- 
tion upon  the  bill  to  repeal  the  law:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  PabMe 
Lauds,  reported  back,  wiihont  amendosent,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Irom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  House  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Hoover,  and  Abelard  Guthrie,  and 
Edmund  Ogden,*'  reported  the  same  back  widi  an 
entire  substitute  for  the  bill,  which  was  read.     - 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bilk  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  G.  Sanders. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  same  comn^ttee,to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  thn  relief  of  TCackle  Sav- 
age, administrator  of  BoUiha  Laws,  made  a  report 
adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Jndicfory  Commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  David  W.  Haley,  made  a  report  adverse  to  its 
passsge;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr;  WALKER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Hutchins,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption 
right  to  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

Also,  a  petition'  from  Thomas  L.  Somerall, 
praying  for  the  confirmation  of  a  certain  entry  of 
public  land,  made  while  he  was  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Mount  Salus,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  petition  from  John  Fletcher,  reprrsenta- 
tive  of  William  Taylor  and  Robert  Elliott,  praying 
confirmation  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  auequiva- 
leni  therefor. 

And  also  the  petition  of  Zachariah  Dixon,  pray- 
ing for  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  160  acres  of 
land;  which  several  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Curomit^ee  on  the  Public  Lsnds. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  from  William 
Dowsins,  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  north* 
eastern  district  of  Mississippi,  praying  to  l>e  reim- 
bursed mneys  paid  by  him  for  clerk-hire;  wliieh 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  on  yesterJay  the  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  settle,  on  certain  terms,  the  liabiKtiea  of  the 
sureties  of  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  late  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  was 
rejected.  He  was  opposed  to  the  rpsOliitioa  as  i 
stood,  and  voted  against  it.  ®nce  then,  he  tied  ex 
amiaed  it,  and  had  come  to  the  coaelasion  Aav  it 
might  be  passed  in  suoh  form  as  to  guaadJMf  e 
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tiredoillj  the  interests  of  the  United  States.    He 
therefore  moTed  that  the  vota  rejecting  it  be  re- 


The  qaestion  was  put,  and  the  vote  was  recon- 
Bidered. 

Then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  KINQ,  the  resolution 
waa  recommitted  to  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance. 

Ur.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
retire  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable  the  claim- 
ants to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceediofrs  to 
try  the  ralidity  of  their  claims,'^  approved  the  96th 
of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  to  amend  the  same,  and 
extending  the  pro  visions  of  said  act  to  claimants 
'to  land  within  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
rippi;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  following  hills  were  uken  np  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  viz: 

HoQse  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Tbomas 
P^Winslow. 
*  Bouse  bill  for  the  relief  of  Burr  &  Smith. 

HoQse  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Seibert. 

Hoose  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Moceland, 
William  M.  Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and 
Mason  B.  Lewis. 

Bouse  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lionberger. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

Howe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson 
and  James  Canter. 

Honte  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
1^  representatives  of  Captain  Samnel  Shannon, 
deceased.'' 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  Arkansas  and  Tennessee  to  sell  lands 
heretofore  provided  for  the  use  of  schools  in  those 
States,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole 
on  an  amendment  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laodt— being  an  entire  substitute  for  the  bill,  and 
miking  its  provisions  of  general  application. 

Tbe  fobstitnte,  after  being  amended  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  YOUNG,  was  adopted,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
rtadiog,  ^ 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  met  of  the 
owners,  oflleers,  and  crew  of  the  armed  brig  War- 
rior, or  dieir  legal  representatives,*'  was  taken  up 
as  in  oommitfec  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BVAN8  remarked  that  the  Committee  on 
Ftoanee  had  examined  the  bill,  and  made  a  report 
adverse  to  its  passage.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  he  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ilie  <iae8tion  was  put  on  the  motion,  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  school  lands 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  legalize  such  sales  as 
have  been  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
was  taken  np;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH 
of  Indiana,  (who  said  the  object  of  ^he  bill  was  pro- 
vided for  in  tbe  bill  on  the  same  subject  already 
acted  apon,)  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  bill  to  indemnify  claimants  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  prior  to  1800,  came  up 
in  order  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  with- 
out action  thereon,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
ARCHBR,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  with  a 
view  to  await  the  action  of  the  House  o'n  tbe  same 
subject. 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  imposing  a  tax  on  all  lands 
heretoforesold  by  the  United  Slates  in  that  State, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale,  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

ThePRBSIDENTpreJm.  laid  before  the  Senate 
aeovmnnieation  (torn  tbe  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  tnhjeet  of  the  claims  of  tbe  first  municipali- 
ty of  New  Orleans  to  the  square  of  ground  on 
whieh  the  eoetom  house  gf  that  city  is  consirnded; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  was  ordered 
10  He  eft  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 
The  biH  to  authorize  the  occopation  and  settle- 
neat  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  came  up  as  tbe 
ttuCttiMl  biMiiiessi;  the  question  pending  being, 

Habautfa&itimptMf?'' 


, 


Mr.  SEVIER  said  tbe  select  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  of  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory had  been  referred,  had  endeavored,  in  consid- 
ering the  subject,  to  effect  two  objects-^one  was  tbe 
preservation  of  our  national  faith,  and  the  other 
was  the  preservation  of  our  rightful  possessions 
west  of  the  Kooky  Mountains.  And  the  commit- 
tee believed  that  those  two  objects  will  be  effected  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  they  have  submitted  to  tbe 
Senate. 

It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  find  that  every  Sena- 
tor conceded  the  point,  that  our  right  to  the  territo- 
ry in  question  was  incontestable.  That  question 
had  been  well  settled. 

He  had  in  his  possession  documents  which  set 
forth,  in  brief  and  comprehensive  terms,  the  claim 
of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  had  claimed  for  the  United  States 
the  posse^^ion  of  this  territory,  on  the^e  gronods: 

'The  firat  diacover^  of  the  Columbia,  by  Gray;  the  Unit  ex- 
ploration of  tbe  tervitory  through  which  that  river  flown,  by 
Lewis  and  Clarke;  and  the  establithmeni  of  tbe  first  poeis  and 
eetUamenu  in  the  said  territory,  by  citizens  of  the  Uoaed 
Btatee: 

"The  Tlrtual  recognition  hf  the  British  Government  of  the 
title  of  the  United  States,  in  the  restitution  of  the  post  near  the 
mouth  of  ttie  Columbia,  agreeably  to  the  first  artide  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  witliout  any  resenraiion  or  exception  whatso* 
even 

**The  acquisitton  l)y  the  United  States  of  all  the  titles  of 
Spain,  wliicn  tides  were  derived  from  the  dlaoovery  and  ex* 
ploration  of  the  coasts  of  the  region  in  question,  hy  Spanish 
subjects,  before  they  had  been  seen  by  the  people  of  any  oUier 
civiKsea  natioa: 

**AAd,  lasUy,  upon  the  ground  of  eonltfui/y,  whieh  should 
^e  to  the  United  States  a  stronger  right  to  those  territories 
than  could  t>e  advanced  by  any  other  power.  1^*  said  Mr. 
Gallatin,  %  few  trading  factories  on  the  shores  or  Hudson's 
Bay  have  bean  considered  by  Great  Britain  as  civiog  an  ex* 
cliuive  right  of  occupancy  as  far  as  the  Rocky  llountains— if 
the  infant  settlements  on  the  more  southern  Atlantic  shores  jus* 
tilled  a  claim  thence  to  the  South  Seas,  and  which  was  actually 
enforced  to  the  Mississippi— that  of  the  millions  oi  American 
citiiens  already  within  reach  of  those  seas,  cannot  consistently 
be  rejected.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  extent  of  contiguous 
tountry  to  which  an  actual  settlement  gives  a  prior  right,  must 
depend,  in  a  considerable  degree,  on  the  magnitude  and  popu* 
lation  of  that  settlement,  and  on  the  focility  with  which  the  va* 
cant  adjacent  land  may,  within  a  short  time,  be  occupied,  set- 
tled, and  cultivated  by  such  (Mpulatioa,  compared  with  the 
probability  of  its  being  occupied  and  settled  from  any  other 

auarter.  This  doctrhie  was  admitted  to  its  fuilMt  extent  by 
Ireat  Britain,  as  appeared  by  all  her  charters,  extending  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  given  to  colonies  establish^  then 
only  an  the  borders  of  the  AtJaniic.  How  much  more  natural 
ana  stronger  the  claim,  when  made  by  a  nation  whose  pupula* 
tion  extended  to  the  ceMral  part*  of  the  continent,  ana  whose 
dominions  were  by  all  acknowledged  to  extend  to  tbe  Rocky 
Mountains.'" 

These  were  the  points  upon  which  onr  claim 
was  based.  It  was  unnecessary  to  txonble  tbe  Sen- 
ate by  going  any  further  into  the  evidence  of  our 
title.  Our  discovery  of  tbe  country  drained  by  the 
Columbia  uver  had  been  made  as  early  as  tbe 
year  1793.  But  our  claim  did  not  rest  alone  upon 
priority  of  discovery,  but  also  upon  a  treaty  of  ces- 
sion with  Spain,  by  which  the  title  of  Spain  to  the 
country  in  question,  in  1819,  became  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  We  had  not,  in  the  year 
1793,  any  settlement  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  then  belonged  to  Spain;  and,  in  fact,  but 
few  settlers  west  of  tbe  Allegany  mountains.  We 
bad  no  State  west  of  the  Ohio  river  cr  of  the  Alle- 
gany mountains;  and  it  was  iberefore  a  matter  of 
no  consequence  whether  we  owned  the  territory 
at  that  early  period  or  not.  But  in  the  year  1803, 
when  the  treaty  with  the  French  Republic  was 
made,  it  had  become  important  ibat  we  should 
possess  that  portion  of  coumry,  for  tbe  purposes  of 
trade,  for  tbe  sake  of  the  fur  trade  and  of  the 
lumber  trade;  but  most  of  all  was  it  important 
for  the  purpose  of  proectiog  our  settlements  from 
tbe  Indianf<,  who  were  tampered  wiih,  as  had  al- 
ways been  tbe  case,  by  tbe  English.  Hence  It 
would  be  found  that  Mr.  Jefferson  had,  as  early 
as  1804,  recommended  to  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  exploration  of  tbe  Missouri,  and  the 
country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Lewis 
and  Clarke  were  accordingly  anihorized  to  explore 
the  Missouri  river  to  its  sources,  and  tbence  the 
country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  ocean; 
and  they  were  the  first  who  explored  the  tract  of 
country  lying  along  tbe  course  of  that  river,  and 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Pursuing  tbe  same 
object,  Mr.  Madison  granted  facilities  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co« 
lumbia,  upon  the  application  of  Mr.  Astor.  A 
settlement  was  formed,  and  a  fort  erected,  and  an 
important  GMuneree  was  established  with  Russia 


and  with  China.  But  when  the  war  of  1812 
broke  out,  that  coast  being  under  tbe  con- 
trol and  in  tbe  possession  of  renegades,  it 
was  given  np  to  a  British  armed  force,  without 
firing  a  gun.  Had  there  been  a  sufficient 
force,  the  result  would  probably  have  been  differ* 
ent.  But  the  place  wa«  surrendered;  and  it  con- 
Unaed  to  be  occupied  by  the  British  until  the  treaty 
of  1818,  when  our  commissioners  required  its  sur- 
render, and  it  was  given  up.  But,  the  British 
having  occupied  the  country  for  so  long  a  period— 
from  1813  until  181B— ihey  had  been  enabled  to 
erect  a  line  of  forts,  and  to  extend  their  settlements 
over  the  whole  country;  and,  when  our  peope  came 
again  into  possession,  they  found  themselves  under 
considerable  di&advantage*-all  ihe  most  important 
points  being  preoccupied  by  the  English;  who  had 
taken  care  also  to  instil  into  the  Indian  tribes  such 
a  paired  of  onr  people,  that  it  was  dangerous  for 
them  to  attempt  forming  a  settlement  at  all.  They 
were  compelled,  in  some  cases,  to  abandon  their 
forts.  And,  when  an  attempt  was  made,  in  1818, 
to  settle  tbe  line  of  boundary,  the  British  refused  to 
come  to  any  terms.  Tbey  desired  to  navigate  the 
Columbia  river,  and,  in  fact,  to  command  the 
whole  country.  The  consequence  was,  that  cer- 
tain stipulations,  by  which  the  country  was  to  be 
occupied  in  common  for  the  space  of  ten  years, 
were  entered  into.  If  Senators  would  for  a  mo- 
ment tnrn  their  attention  to  the  terms  of  those  stlp* 
ulaHons,  they  would  find  tiiat  no  provision  was 
contained  in  them  by  which  the  settlement  of  that 
tract  of  country  .  was  prohibited  or  prevented. 
Each  nation  had  the  right  to  claim  access  to  tbe 
ports  of  the  other,  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and 
commerce.  There  was  no  provision  by  whidi  set- 
tlement was  restricted.  He  had  procured  a  work, 
which  was  prepared  for  the  State  Department,  hy 
Greenhow,  in  which  this  arrangement  will  be 
found,  and  in  which  much  other  valuable' informa- 
tion, connected  with  tbe  discovery  and  settlement  of 
that  country,  is  also  to  be  found. 

The  British  had  extended  their  settlements  every- 
where; and  not  only  had  they  done  this,  but  tbey 
had  gone  on  and  attached  the  whole  of  that  country 
to  tbe  province  of  Canada,  appointed  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  were  administering  their  laws  through- 
out that  country. 

What  was  it  that  we  now  proposed  to  dol  We 
proposed  to  endeavor  to  get  posse^^ion  of  what  we 
were  entitled  to,  and  of  which  we  had  for  so  long  a 
time  been  kept  out  of  possession.  By  passing 
this  bill,  we  should  extend  to  our  settlements  that 
protection  and  encouragement  tbey  so  much  need- 
ed. Ttie  bill  had  been  more  carefully  drawn  than 
that  which  passed  the  British  Parliament;  for  pro- 
vision bad  been  made  that,  in  all  cases,  persons 
claiming  to  be  British  settlers  should  be  banded 
over  to  the  British  authorities  for  trial;  whereas 
they  made  no  such  concession  on  their  part,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  compelled  every  aggressor  to  be 
tried  by  her  laws,  as  administered  in  the  courts  of 
Canada,  and  the  smaller  offences  by  justices  of  tbe 
peace  within  tbe  territory. 

Mr.  LINN  here  stated  tbe  additional  fact,  that 
the  British  even  claimed  the  right  to  exercise  juris- 
diction over  the  Indiap  tribes,  and  bad  actually 
tried  and  executed  Indians  for  capital  offences. 

Mr.  SEVIER  proceeded  to  observe  that  this 
bill  bad  been  framed  with  a  view  to  as  great  liberal- 
ity as  possible.  It  provided  for  the  boildine  of  a 
cbsin  of  forts  across  the  mountains.  The  Briii&h 
had  been  building  forts  tbemselvei  everywhere; 
ihey  could  nos  thea,  find  fault  wi:h  ns  fordoing 
what  they  had  already  done. 

Now,  wb-it  were  tbe  objections  which  were  raised 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill?  One  objection  was, 
that  bv  it  we  grant  lands  (o  settlers.  He  (Mr.  8  ) 
looked  upon  this  as  tbe  very  life  and  soul  of  the 
Inll.  Strike  out  this  provision,  and  you  would 
ha? e  no  settlers  there;  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  the 
country  would  remain  in  the  possession  of  ihe 
British  henceforth  and  forever. 

Look  at  the  situation  of  the  country.  Consider 
tbe  distance  from  the  confines  of  Missouri  to  be 
traversed  by  settlers — through  a  country,  too,  filled 
with  Indians,  many  of  them  hostile— a  country 
through  which  there  was  no  road,  and  in  which 
they  could  only  snbsLst  by  their  skill  andsuooeaa  h 
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hoDters.  They  woold  have  to  traverse  the  monn- 
tains  amid  hostile  bands  of  Indians,  and  afterwards 
deseend  the  rirer,  where  they  would  meet  the  Brit- 
ish—^worse  antagonists  than  the  Indians.  They 
would  have  then  to  establish  their  settlements, 
make  their  improvementF,  and  erect  their  mills; 
this  would  be  a  work  of  time,  requiring  two  or 
three  years;  and  until  this  was  done,  they  would 
have  to  subsist  upon  the  fish  of  the  river  and  the 
game  of  the  wood$.  Was  it  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  any  one  would  be  willing  to  enconntet 
these  diAcuUies  and  dangers  without  the  hope  of 
rewardi  No.  In  his  opinion,  the  bounty  was 
too  small.  He  did  not  believe  they  would  get  a 
single  settler  to  go  there.  If  the  land  clause  was 
stricken  out,  they  might  as  well  destroy  the  whole 
bill;  they  would  then  have  a  line  of  forts  erect- 
ed, without  settlers  to  be  protected;  they  would 
have  forts  to  protect  nobody,  for  nobody  would 
go  there.  They  would  settle  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains,  where  there  were  no  difficulties  to  be 
encountercNd.  For  bis  own  part,  he  woold  rather 
set  the  bouuty  quadrupled.  He  was  sorry 
to  hear  so  much  said  about  the  power  of  Great 
Britain,  and  our  fears  of  her  power.  He  disliked 
to  hear  these  appeals  made  to  our  fears. 

Though  Great  Britain  had  filled  the  whole  world 
with  dread,  yet  he  hoped  to  see  one  nation,  at  least, 
that  would  not  sucdumb  to  her  aggression — and 
that  nation  was  the  United  States.  He  hoped  to 
see  this  country  carry  out  her  laws,  regardless  of 
what  Great  Britain  might  think  or  do.  This  coun- 
try had  already  experienced  agerfssions  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  The  public  mind  was  a 
little  sore  on  this  subject.  He  would  dislike  to  see 
them  repeated,  though  'ht  did  not  fear  the  power  of 
Bngli^.  On  a  late  occasion  he  had  voted  to  take 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  claimed  by  Great 
Britain.  And  he  was  not  alone  in  that  votr — he 
had  with  him  the  Senator  from  Missoori— and  not 
succeeding,  he  had  voted  for  the  treaty.  He  had 
grown  tired  of  negotiations  at  that  time,  and  was 
more  so  now;  and  he  believed  other  Senators  were 
also. 

In  regard  to  this  subject,  he  desired  some  action 
should  take  place.  We  had  a  right  to  the  whole 
oftbat  country,  from  the  Mexican  to  the  Russian  pos- 
sessions— all  of  it  that  was  worth  claiming;—  for 
south  of  43  degrees  parallel,  there  was  not  sufl  cient 
rain  for  agricultural  purpose*.  The  only  portion  fit 
for  cultivation  was  from  42  degrees  to  49  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  If  the  British  were  confined  to  the 
country  north  of  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  they 
could  have  no  other  object  in  remaining  there  but 
the  carrying  on  of  the  fnr  trade,  that  would  soon 
be  exhausted;  and  when  that  is  exhausted,  that 
whole  coast,  both  by  British  and  Russians,  will  be 
abandoned,  and,  of  consequence,  virtually  fall  into 
our  possession. 

He  believed  the  possession  of  that  country^  was 
highly  important  to  this  Go?emment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
with  China  and  Russia.  It  was  impoitant  that 
we  should  have  a  place*  where  our  vessels  might 
go  for  supplies  and  for  repair?;  they  were  now  ob- 
liged to  resort  to  \he  Sandwich  Islands  for  these 
purposes.  He  considered  it  important,  also,  in 
order  to  preserve  peace  upon  oar  frontier.  He 
would  be  in  favor  of  putting  in  operation  the  prin- 
ciples  advanced  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  message 
to  Congress  in  December,  1833. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that 

**The  occaaioD  bad  been  judeed  proper  for  )n«>rriiii^  a«  a 
prlncipl««  in  which  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States 
areiDVolrcHd,  that  the  American  continents,  by  the  free  and  in- 
dependent condition  which  thev  have  assumed  and  maintained, 
are  henceforth  notto  be  considered  iB  subjects  for  colonizaiioD 
by  any  European  power." 

This  is  a  sentiment  to  which  be  most  cordially 

responded;  and  in  order  to  carry  ir  out  to  the  letter, 

he  was  willing  to  encounter  some  difficulties  and 

dangers.    He  would  be  willing,  if  our  financial 

condition  would  justify  it,  to  vote  a  million  or 

two   of  dollars    to    build    a    railroad    from  the 

frontiers  of  Missouri,  up  the  valley  of  the  river 

Platte,  to   its  source  in  the  Rocky  Mountains; 

and  on  this  road,  between  these  points,  whith 

could  be   travelled  in    two  or  three  days,  car- 

ry  an   our  emigrants   and    their  effects,  lor    a 

f9Kt  or  XWQf  tree  of  coal  or  charges.    But,  iinfor* 


Innately,  we  have  not  got  the  money  for  making 
sach  a  road,  alihoogh  over  soch  a  country,  which 
is  level  and  a  prairie,  where  there  would  be  no 
grading  of  consequence,  and  no  timber  or  dbstruc- 
tions  to  remove;  it  would  cost  com)>aratively  but  a 
trifling  sum— perhaps  a  million  and  a  half,  or  two 
millions  of  dollars.  I  would  at  this  time  prefer 
such  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  to  any 
distribution  of  it  to  the  States. 

He  was  toirj  to  find  Senators  objecting  to  pur- 
sue this  course,  for  fear  of  giving  oflence  to  Great 
Britain.  She  had  been  extending  her  settlements 
south  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  she  had  erected 
forts;  but  the  building  of  forts  alone  by  us,  without 
inducing  settlers  to  migrate,  would  as  speedily  set 
us  by  the  ears  with  Great  Britain,  as  if  we  made 
the  grants.  These  were  the  views  he  entertained 
in  relation  to  the  subject.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
bill  would  pa!^,  as  he  believed  it  was  highly  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  this  country  that  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  should  be  settled  and  pro* 
tected. 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Senate  for  con* 
siderably  more  than  an  hour.  It  is  not  possible  to  do 
justice  to  his  remarks  till  published  in  fall.  At 
present,  all  that  can  be  given  is  a  mere  ontliae  of 
some  of  the  leading  points  which  be  urged. 

He  reviewed  the  gradual  increase  of  the  British 
pretensions  tp  the  northwest  coa^t,  and  showed  that 
up  to  1818  nobody  heard  of  her  having  any 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Then,  on  her  refusal 
to  accede  to  a  just  settlement  of  boundary,  she 
laid  a  nest-egg  for  a  future  claim  of  right,  by  a 
stipulation  for  joint  occupation  and  settlement. 
Before  the  ten  years  of  that  stipulation  had  ex- 
pired, she  had  hatched  this  nest-e^ g  into  a  chicken, 
that  flapped  its  wings  and  crowed  defiance;  and 
she  said  that  British  interests  had  grown  up  on  the 
Columbia  river,  which  she  should  and  would  pro- 
tect. And  from  that  day  to  this,  she  had  been,  fol- 
lowing up  this  avowal,  by  encouraging  her  fur 
companies  to  make  settlements  in,  and  to  occupy 
the  most  valuable  portions  of,  the  territory.  Through 
the  agency  of  these  companies,  and  the  ad- 
vantages enjoyed  by  her  subjects  of  importing 
into  the  country  British  and  foreign  goods  duty 
free,  she  had  rendered  the  various  Indian  tribes  of 
the  whole  region  tributary  to  her;  our  citizens  were 
compelled  to  abandon  all  competition  with  her  tra- 
ders; many  of  them  were  either  murdered  or  ex- 
pelled by  the  Indiatis.  And  to  talk  of  joint  occupa- 
tion was  absurd;  for,  according  to  the  doctrines  now 
held  in  rei;ard  to  the  treaty  of  1818,  she  practical- 
ly is  to  have  all  the  trade  and  occupation,  and  we 
are  to  refrain  from  taking  the  same  steps  &he  has 
taken. 

Mr.  B.  took  an  extensive  review  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States,  ard  also  of  the  claims  set  up 
at  diflferent  periods  of  time  by  Great  Britain.  He 
showed  the  position  of  the  question  at  the  time 
Mr.  Adams  was  Secretary  of  State,  and  ibat  then 
not  one  word  of  her  present  extent  of  pretensions 
was  heard. 

Throughout  every  admtnistratioi),  from  ibe 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  present 
time,  the  grounds  of  our  title,  a«  well  as 
of  the  Brritish  pretensions,  were  openly  and 
freely  discussed  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Every 
negotiation  on  the  subject — every  proposition  to  or 
by  our  Government — was  instantly  and  opmly 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  given  to  the  people. 
We  had  nothir)g  to  conceal.  We  avowed  and  main- 
tained our  title,  in  the  face  of  the  world  ;  and  we 
'  made  no  propositions  that  we  could  be  ashamed 
of.  Now,ifor  the  fir^t  time,  it  is  found  that,  on  a 
requisition  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
fcr  information  from  the  Executive  as  to  the 
rea<tons  why  this  question  was  not  settled  with 
other  qoesn'ons  lately  adjusted  by  treaty,  and 
for  information  as  to  the  propositions  made  by 
both  Governments  for  its  settlement,  it  is  siid 
it  is  incompatible  with  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  the  information  should  be  given 
Publicity  might  be  incompatible  with  the  honor  of 
the  administration  making  such  propositions  or 
concessionsas.it  was  to  be  feared  were  made  to 
the  British  negotiator ;  but  it  never  could  be  in- . 
compatible  with  the  interests  of  this  country,  which 
never  hitd|  and  nerer  can  hare,  aoytbinf  to  keep 


secret  in  regard  to  her  title  to  anything  she  lays 
claim  to. 

As  to  the  idea  that  had  been  thrown  out,  that  we 
could  not,  if  we  threw  ourselves  upon  our  rjghti, 
maintain  the  country  against  Great  Britain,  and  any 
attempt  to  do  it  would  precipitate  a  war,  which 
would  lose  tis  the  whole  territory — be  utterly  repu- 
diated it  as  a  gross  fallacy.  When  we  were,  as  a 
nation,  much  younger,  less  populous,  and  less 
powerful,  we  not  only  held  our  own  against  Great 
Britain,  but  humbled  her.  Now  that  we  are  eigh- 
teen millions,  with  an  annual  increase  of  at  least 
three  per  centum,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
we  should  fear  her  threat  of  war.  It  had  been  said 
that  she  could,  from  her  access  by  sea,  and  through 
the  facilities  of  her  establishments  already  in  the 
hands  of  her  far  traders,  and  their  inflnoice  over 
the  Indian  country,  pour  into  the  territory  thousands 
of  troops  to  expel  our  citizens.  But,  shoold  she 
attempt  this,  what  might  be  the  consequence 
to  herself  at  home—at  her  own  doors?  What  the 
efifect  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  of  our  choieeit 
spirits  poured  into  Ireland,  to  assist  that  nation 
to  recover  its  independence? 

Great  Britain  would  never  want  a  pretence  for 
war,  when  she  should  deem  it  her  interest  to  re* 
linqoiih  peace.  All  her  dispositions  and  arrange- 
ments are  to  place  herself  in  a  position  for  aggret* 
sive  war.  Her  grasping  policy  circumvented  the 
globe.  She  was  daily  encroaching  on  the  territory 
of  every  other  nation;  while  no  ether  nation  in  the 
world  was  claiming  any  of  hers.  The  day  coald 
not  be  distant  when  such  a  power  most  be  involved 
in  war.  He  might  not  live  to  see  it,  but  there 
were  those  now  in  the  years  of  manhood,  who 
would  live  to  see  the  consequence  of  her  arro- 
gance. When  that  war  with  us  comes,  which  is  so 
often  threatened,  the  price  she  will  have  to  pay  for 
it  is  not  alone  the  loss  of  her  Hudson  bay  territo- 
ries and  the  Ganadas,  but  the  dismemberment  of 
her  own  kinedom  by  the  independence  of  IreUnd. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on 
his  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


H^i 


FSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursdat,  January  13, 1843. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  EDWARDS  preeenred  a  peiitiln 
from  sundry  citizens  ef  Missouri,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  post  route  from  Fort  William,  in 
Franklin  county,  Missouri,  to  Little  Poney  post 
office,  in  Pulaski  county,  Missouri:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  13  members  of  the  bar  of  Cbilicothe,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  restore  the  summer  term  of  the 
United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  to  Colom- 
bns,  the  seat  of  goverrvment  of  Ohio;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Abo,  memorials  of  the  same  character,  s%ned 
by  141  citizens  of  Columbus,  and  others,  altciti* 
zens  of  Ohio;  which  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  SHAW  presented  the  petition  of  John  Me- 
Clintock  and  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions on  American  commerce  prior  to  the  year 
1800. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  what  would  be  die 
first  business  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  committees  woald 
be  called  on  for  reports;  after  wkich,  darii^  the 
morning  hour,  the  resolution  of  t&e  gentlemaa 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bownx,]  in  relation  toGea- 
eral  Jackson's  fine,  would  come  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports. 

JOINT  RULE  IN  RELATION  TO  CUIM8. 

Mr.  GlDDINGS,from  the  Committee  ofClaims^ 
reported  an  additional  joint  rule  which  bad  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  with  a  reeommendatioft 
that  it  be  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  was  abotit  to  put  the  qaestion 
on  the  enarossment  of  the  role,  when 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  its  reading. 

It  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Remtlvedf  (the  Hoite  of  RttpreteiuatlTM  coBcmiteg,)  Thtf 
the  followins  tw  tddad  to  the  jonroalf  of  the  (wo  BouM  of 
Coogrew,  to  wit; 


3u. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


tSS 


<i  >■< 


MUMAidttaiadiMAMaiUAM^ 


Wbtoerw  a  daim  aicainit  the  United  Sutee  of  anv  deecriptton 
bM  been  or  flhall  be  presented  to  either  House,  ana  referred  to 
a  cninmutew»  and  match  comnittee  shall  have  made  a  report  in 
writtBcapiiMthe  allowance  of  the  claim,  and  the  same  riial) 
hart  hMD  ooocnrTid  in  by  such  Honae,  it  shall  not  be  in  order 
•0  revive  ibe  consideration  of  such  claim  in  that  House,  at  the 
saaeor  any  future  session  of  Congress,  either  by  bill,  resolu- 
tloo,  peciUon,  or  otherwise,  except  upon  a  memorial  of  the 
daiiBanc,  firat  aettiBg  forth,  upon  affidavit,  that  be  has  discover- 
sdnew  evidence  In  support  of  nis  claim  since  the  decision  againal 
it^Mda  Aatement  of  the  sabetance  of  such  evidence;  or,  second, 
MslgBlngepedflc  errors  In  ttie  report  Of  the  committee  adverse 
10 IL'  PrmHded^  That  an  order  dischai^nff  a  committee  fittom 
the  farther  conmderation  of  a  claim,  shall  in  nowise  require  a 
comptiance  with  this  rule. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  opposed  the  proposition, 
ind  asked  for  information. 

Bir.  W.  yr.  IRWIN  called  for  its  reading;  and 
it  w»»  again  read.  [Cries  of  "Gk)od;'»  "That^ 
righl.«] 
Mr.  QIDDINGS  advocated  the  proposition. 
Mr.  TALIAFERRO  contended  that  it  would  be 
unjost  to  adopt  snch  a  mie,  without  giving  previous 
notice  to  the  country. 

Mi.  QIDDINGS  rejoined. 

Mr.  W.  W^  IRWIN  took  the  groand  that  it 
wonld  be  nojost,  and  be  committinfl:  a  gross  piece 
of  injnstiee  to  adbpt  snch  a  mle.  He  doubted  the 
right  of  Cong;res8  to  cut  off  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  eqaitj,  justice,  and  consideration  of  a  future 
Congress. 

Mi.  graham  advocated  tht  proposed  rule; 
and  contended  that  it  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  eonatant  practice  of  presenting  (be  same  claim 
over  and  over  again  for  years,  after  it  had  been 
rejected  by  each  successive  Congress. 

Mi.  EYSRBTT  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  which  was  again  read. 

Mr.  RVBRBTT  moved  to  lay  the  reselation  on 
the  table;  bat,  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  RAYNER, 
he  withdrew  it. 

The  debate  was  then  continntd  by  Messrs.  RAY- 
NBR,TILLINQHAST,  REYNOLDS,  and  HOP- 
KINS, who  concluded  by  lenewing  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
thei^uestion;  which  being  ordered,  were  taken, 
and  resulted  in  yeas  80,  nays  139. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutio^^n  the  table 
was  not  agreed  to.  ^ 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  resolu- 
tion was  therefore  laid  over  tilt  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inqairvd  of  the  Chair  what 
would  be  the  next  business  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  report  and  res- 
olutioiks  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
together  with  the  pending  questions  on  that  snb- 
jeet,  were  now  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  wouTd  then  appeal  to 
the  House  to. know  whether  they  wonld  not,  by 
general  consent,  permit  this  subject  to  be  laid  over, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  previous  question 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  it  be  postponed  till  Monday  week,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  that  day.  In 
the  mean  time,  Mr.  F.  hoped  that  the  printing  of 
the  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  the  minori'y  report,  would  be  ordered. 

Mr.  EVERETT  made  a  few  remark;,  in  too 
low  a  tone  to  t>e  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BIDL^CK  observed  that  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  the  postponement,  but  that  he  bad 
made  a  pledge  yesterday  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  UNDcawooo,]  which  he  should 
like  to  redeem.  That  gentleman  denied  that  he 
eonid  furnish  proof  that  Mr.  Clay  disclaimed  a  na- 
tional bank  during  the  late  Presidential  contest, 
and  said  that  other  expedients  could  be  resorted  to. 
Mr.  B.  was  now  prepared  with  the  proof  he  alluded 
to,  and  wished  ro  have  an  opportunity  to  show  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
permit  the  question  on  printing  to  be  taken  first; 
and  Mr.  B.  assenting — 

The  question  on  printing  the  fxtra  copies  was 
taken  and  carried. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  question  wonld  be 
next  taken  on  thepoUponement  till  Monday  week 

.  Mr.  WISE  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
deciaon  of  this  question  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
exehequer  bilL 

Mr.FlLLMORS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  supposed  also,  with  the  under- 


standing that  the  previous  question  should  be  with- 
drawn; which  was  also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  rose  and  asked  permission  to 
address  the  House,  .<o  as  to  redeem  the  pledge  he 
made  yesterday  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
He  had  the  proof  ready,  and  was  prepared  to  pro- 
duce it. 

Mr.  WISE  presumed  the  gentleman  couM  wait 
till  Monday  week,  when  the  whole  subject  would 
come  up. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  that  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  ten  minutes. 

Cries  of  "Hear  him,"  "Hear  him." 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr  CUSHINQ  said  that  he  would  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  exchequer  bill.  Should  this  motion 
prevail,  the  gentleman  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  m^ke  all  the  explanation  he  desired. 

Mr.  RAYNER  asked  if  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man wonld  not  interfere  with  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  act.    If*8o,  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  CUSHING  having  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  motion,  the  question  was  taken  and 
resulted  in  yeas  101,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meein.  AUen,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Bidlack,  Black,  Btair,  Borden.  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brign, 
Broneon,  Bumell,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
Caltioun,  John  CaoiplMll,  Chtldo,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cran- 
Mon,  Cross,  Caelilog,  Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Efbert, 
Ferris,  FesBenden,  Fillmore,  John  6.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gam* 
ble,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  William  O.  Goode, 
Granger,  Gwin,  Halsted,  Hays,  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard, 
Habim],  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inigwsoll,  James  Irvin, 
William  W.  Irwin,  William  Cost  Johmon,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
Lewis,  Robert  MeClellan.  McKeon.  ^Mallory,  Mitchell,  Mor* 
gan.  Morrow.  Osborne.  Pendleton,  Profit.  Benjamin  Randall, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Roclney.  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James 
M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shields,  Slade, 
William  Smith,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thom^eon.Tillinffhast,  Tomlinson,  Trotti,  Trumbull,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Ward,  Warren,  Watterson,  Waller,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  and 
John  Younff— 101. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Xdams,  L.  W.  Andrews,  S.  J.  Andrews, 
Arrington,  Atherton,  Babcock,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Boardman, 
Botta,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Jsremiah  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Gary,  Casey,  Chapman, 
ClffTord,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cravens,  Daniel,  6.  DaviR,  R.  D. 
Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Dolg,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  FoMer,  Gentry,Oog> 
gfn,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Harris.  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hou8« 
ton.  Jack,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Kelm,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
KinE,  Lane,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  MeClellan, 
McKay,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason, 
Mathiot,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maxwril,  Maynard.  Medill, 
Meriwether.  Mi  Her,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Ramsey,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read,  Redinf,  Reynolds,  Rifgs, 
Rogers,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Truman  Smith,  Snyder,  Spngg, 
Stanly,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  fl.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Summers,  Swenev,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Toland,  Triplett,  Tnmev,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Wash' 
ington,  Westbrook.  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Yorke,  and  An- 
gustus  Young— lOl. 

Bfr.  HOLMES  moved  that  the  Rouse  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  French  spoliation 
claims. 

The  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order* 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  law,  together  with  the  Tarious  amend* 
menis  thereto. 

Mr.  McKEON  (who  had  (he  floor)  resumed 
and  concluded  his  remaika.  He  said  he  was  aware 
that  objections  had  l>ecn  made  to  such  a  discussion 
as  had  been  going  on  upon  this  measure*,  but  if 
gentlemen  wonld  recollect  the  history  of  the  House 
rf  Representatives,  they  must  perceive  that  de- 
bates of  this  character  would  arise  upon  some  sub- 
ject  brought  before  it  during  the  session.  He  did 
not  know  a  subject  on  which  it  was  more  proper 
than  (he  present.  It  was  a  common  thing  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  England  for  both  parlies 
to  discuss  the  measures  of  (he  ministry  in  genersl. 
It  was  also  common  in  this  country.  In  the  pres- 
ent instance,  (he  debate  began  with  the  majority  of 
the  House,  upon  the  lead  of  the  gendeman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  who  was  followed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CdshinoJ 
and  then  by  two  colleagues  of  his  own,  [Messrs. 
BowNK  and  Gobdon,]  who  separated  from  each 
other.  As  these  gentlemen  liad  defined^  their  posi- 
tions, he  intended  to  place  hinaself  right — speaking 
his  own  individual  opinions,  and  not  those  of  any 
one  else. 

It  bad  been  suggested  to  him  to  inquire  what  the 


Democratic  party  should  do,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Massachu&et(s  [Mr.  Cushino]  said  that  if 
the  Whigs  would  not  support  the  administration, 
the  President  must  get  support  from  their  oppo- 
nents. 

Mr.  CUSHING  desired  to  make  a  correction. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  judged  either  by  the  con- 
struction or  misconstruction  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  he  would  read  from  the 
gentleman^s  speech.  He  then  read  the  following 
passage: 

"Mr.  C.  would  say  to  gentlemeaofall  parties  in  the  House, 


and  more  eepecially  to  gentlemen  constituting  thejnajority  in 
carrying  on  the  Government,  which  is  your  highest  duty,  ha 


Congress,  ifvou  will  not  co-operato  with  the  President  in 


must  seek  the  aid  of  your  adrersaries." 

Mr.  CUSHING.  "Carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment,'* not  supporting  (he  Administra(ibn. 

Mr.  McEEON.  <*  Carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment.'*   What  did  that  mean? 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  W9uld  explain  its  mean- 
ing. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  he  could  not  yield  the  floor, 
as  he  had  but  forty  minutes  left. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  desired  the  House  to 
observe  this. 

Mr.  McKEON  resumed,  and  again  read  from 

the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 

as  foUows: 

"If  you  Whigs  will  lock  the  wheels  of  the  Gorernment,  I 
trust  aid  will  be  found  In  the  Democrats.^ 

What  were  (he  measures  of  this  Administration 
which  the  Democratic  party  were  called  on  to  ap- 
plaud and  support?  One  of  the  strongest  meas- 
ures of  the  tast  session — he  meant  the  remedial 
justice  bill,  which  took  away  from  the  State  sov- 
ereignties a  portion  of  their  judicial  power,  and 
transferred  it  to  the  Federal  courts— received  the 
unbroken  and  undivided  vote  of  the  Democratic 
party  against  it.  Yet  this  measure  was  recom- 
mended by  the  President  in  his  message  of  De- 
cember, 1841.    The  President  then  said: 

'1  cannot  fail,  however,  to  suggest  to  Congress  the  propriety, 
and,  in  some  degree,  the  Deceesiiy,  of  making  such  provisions 
by  law,  so  far  as  they  may  constitutionally  do  so,  for  the  re* 
moral  at  their  commencement,  and  at  the  option  of  Aa  party, 
of  all  such  cases  as  may  hereaAier  arise,  and  which  may  involva 
the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  our  international  ob* 
ligations,  from  the  State  to  the  Federal  Judidary." 

It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation  that 
the  remedial-justice  law  was  pa.<sed  by  the  major- 
ity in  the  House  and  the  Senate.  The  Democratic 
party  opposed  it  at  every  step;  but  it  received  the 
signature  of  the  President,  whom  they  were  called 
on  to  support  1  Again:  the  ground  taken  by  Mr* 
Webster  (and,  without  doubt,  sanctioned  by  the 
Executive)  in  his  correspondence  about  the  Mc- 
Leod  affair,  was  not  approved  by  the  Democratic 
party.  Were  they  now  asked  to  endorse  it?  Were 
they  also  required  to  acquiesce  in  the  distribution 
bill,  which  the^President  signed,  and  which  he  de- 
cidedly recommended,  pirovided  it  did  not  render  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  imports  above  30  per 
cfnt?  In  December,  1841,  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  lift  President  said: 

"It  might  be  esteemed  desirable  that  no  such  augmentation 
of  the  laxes  should  take  place  as  would  have  the  effect  of  an< 
nulling  the  land'proceeds-distribuiion  act  of  the  last  session, 
which  act  is  declared  to  be  inoperative  the  moment  the  duties 
are  increased  beyond  20  per  cent.,  the  maximum  rale  estab* 
Ushed  by  the  compromise  act." 

Thus  it  seemed  that  the  President  was  exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  the  law  should  be  carried  into 
effect. 

But,  he  asked,  were  (he  Democrats  to  find  rea- 
son to  support  him  on  account  of  his  course  in  tbe 
Rhode  Island  affair?  Was  it  the  loan  bill  which 
commended  him  to  favor?  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Proffit]  but  the  other  day  pictured 
the  glories  of  the  Administration  in  eloquent 
terms.  Who  before  this  Administration,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  had  ever  witnessed  the  specta- 
cle of  an  agent  of  the  Government  going  about 
the  streets  of  London  to  borrow  money  without 
success?  Was  that  one  of  the  glories  of  this  Ad- 
ministration? At  the  last  session,  it  asked  for  in- 
ordinate appropriations  for  the  army  and  navy; 
but,  under  the  lead  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  CavK  Jomrsoxf,]  a  majority  of  ihe 
House  reduced  them  to  a  more  moderate  standard* 
The  President  approved  of  the  tariff  bill,  too» 
which  was  the  worst  ever  passed  by  an  Americai^ 
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CoDgress;  aod  on  the  very  question  upon  which 
the  Democrats  sfsked  their  existence  as  a  party,  he 
defeated  their  wishes,  by  approving  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  snb-Ueasnry.  And  were  they  now  askpd  to 
endorse  all  these  acts?  Upon  what  principle  the 
support  asked  by  the  gentloman  from  Massacha- 
setts  [Mr  Cdshino]  was  to  be  given,  he  coold  not 
undertake  to  say.  He  knew  of  none.  Th#  meas- 
Qre6  approved  by  tbe  President  were  all  Federal, 
and  sustained  by  the  majority  of  that  party  in 
Congress.  Bnt  perhaps  it  was  thought  tbe  Demop 
cratie  party  should  support  tbe  President  on  ac- 
count of  his  Democratic  acts.  He  (Mr.  McK.) 
would  hereafter  show  that  even  in  them  he  did  not 
ooneur  with  the  party. 

He  was  glad  that  in  the  next  Congress  the  strife 
would  be  ene  of  principle.  There  was  a  radical 
difference  between  the  two  parties  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  the  bank,  and  tbe  distribution  of  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Did  the  President 
agrve  with  the  Democracy  upon  these  subjects?  As 
he  understood  tbe  views  of  the  President,  that  offi- 
cer thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
farniah  a  paper  currency  for  the  country.  The 
Whigs  were  also  in  favor  of  a  piper  ciursney;  but 
they  thought  it  coold  be  best  applied  through  a 
national  bank,  whilst  the  President  proposed  that 
it  should  be  afforded  by  means  of  an  exchequer. 
The  Democrats,  oo  the  other  band,  declared  that 
diere  should  be  no  paper  currency  created  by  the 
Fed^al  Govern  men  t  Thus,  it  would  be  perceiv- 
ed, there  was  a  sad  difference  between  them. 

Here  Mr.  GUSHING  rose  to  ask  a  question, 
but 

Mr.  McKEONsaid  he  had  no  time  to  spare,  and 
proceeded  with  his  remarks.  In  1834,  the  Presi- 
aeut  differed  with  the  Whig  party  about  a  bank  of 
tbe  United  States.  Still  he  declared  that  such  an 
institution  was  expedient  Mr.  Tyler  then  said 
that  the  Constitution  should  be  amended.  In  bis 
speech  on  the  removal  of  tbe  deposjtes,  be  held 
this  language,  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  a 
tJnited  Stat' s  bank:  ''Nor  am  I  insensible  to  the 
benefieinl  icffoences  it  (has  had)  over  the  currency 
of  the  country;  but  I  oppose  it  because  it  is  uncon- 
stitmional.^'  Again:  **If  my  opinion  could  have 
any  influence  over  the  country,  my  advice  would 
be,  restore  the  deposites,  and  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion.*' It  was  due  to  tbe  President  to  say  that  his 
opinions  on  this  subject  had  been  on  record  for 
some  time.  His  Whig  friends  should  have  inquir- 
.ed  into  them  before  they  placed  his  name  upon  the 
ticket  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 

As  for  the  exchequer  which  the  President  sent 
to  Congress,  he  held  that  it  was  the  worst  scheme 
for  expanding  tbe  cariency  which  he  had  ever  yet 
seen,  and  more  fraught  with  dangerous  results. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  indeed  ^bown  how 
much  he  understood  about  currency,  when  he 
staked  his  r<*putaiion  upon  its  good  resnltF, 

In  1841,  the  President  recommended,  in  strong 
terms,  that  the  distribution  law  should  be  passed, 
and  went  on  to  show  that  it  would  be  of  immense 
benefit  to  the  Sta'o%  by  relieving  them  from  taxa- 
tion. On  this  point,  therefore,  the  Presideni  was 
at  issue  with  tbe  Democratic  party;  for  they  held 
that  no  distribution  law  should  be  passed,  let  the 
duties  be  over  or  under  20  per  cent.  Holding  such 
a  law  to  be  unconstitnU<^>nal,  it  mattered  not  with 
them  whether  there  was  an  overflowing  or  an  ex- 
hausted treasury. 

The  head  of  this  Administration  was  elected  as 
a  Whig,  and  his  Secretaries  were  identified  with  the 
Whigs  of  1840.  They  still  bad  command  of  the 
high  places,  and  he  knew  not  a  man  of  them  who 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  absolve  himself  from 
his  union  or  idemification  with  tbe  Whig  party, 
when  battling  against  the  Democrats  in  1840.  He 
would  say  to  his  colleague  from  Otsego,  [Mr. 
BowNV,]  wbo  seemed  so  anxious  to  thro^ 
open  tbe  doors  of  tbe  Democratic  church 
to  Mr.  Webster,  that  he  must  have  spoken 
too  quick.  His  colleague  was  not  sure  that  Mr. 
Webster  would  come.  Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  always  meant  to  be;  and  bis  colleague 
might  himself  get  into  the  Whig  party,  instead  of 
getting  the  Secretary  of  State  into  the  Democratic 
party..  Tbe  speech  at  Faneitil  Hall  conuined 
(bis  passage :  "I  am  a  Whig— always  have  beea— 


always  will  be;  and  if  anybody  undertakes  to 
turn  me  out  of  tbe  pale  of  that  communion,  let 
him  sec  who*ll  get  out  first.*'  Was  this  manifest- 
ing any  disposition  to  come  into  the  Democratic 
party?  Were  not  all  the  opinions  of  Daniel  Web* 
ster  reflected  in  the  recommendations  to  the  House 
of  Representatives?  Was  there  no  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  the  Democratic  party  on 
the  snhjects  of  the  treaty,  the  tanff,  and  tbe  currency? 
He  (Mr.  McK.)  never  expected  to  see  the  Demo- 
cracy of  Daniel  Webster.  Mr.  W.  so  firmly 
believed  in  the  truth  of  Federalism,  and  had  so 
long  stood  forth  as  its  illustrions  champion,  that 
he  would  never  yield  up  that,  in  tbe  defence  of 
which  he  had  acquired  all  bis  reputation. 

He  recollected  another  incident,  when  a  difficul- 
ty occurred  between  this  Government  and  France; 
during  which  (he  said)  he  would  not  vote  tbe  ap- 
propriation if  the  enemy  were  thundering  at  tha 
door  of  the  Capitol.  He  recollected,  too,  and  well, 
the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that  he  bad  but  another  step  to 
take,  and  that  was  into  the  ranks  of  tbe  enemy;  and 
he  should  never  forget  the  enthusiasm  which 
hailed  that  declaration,  for  it  burst  through  all 
bounds.  He  went  on  to  show  that  the  gentleman 
now  at  the  head  of  the  State  Department,  though 
he  might  ask  to  be  received  into  the  Democratic 
ranks,  could  never  expect  to  be  trusted. 

He  then  reviewed  tbe  speech  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Coshino,]  which  bad 
been  so  much  commented  on  during  this  debate;  and 
made  the  declaration  that,  if  it  was  meant  that  the 
veto  power  was  to  be  used  to  aid  the  Executive  in 
carrying  on  a  war  against  the  opposing  party, 
nothing  could  have  so  great  an  inflaence  in  exciting 
the  people  of  this  country  against  the  veto  power 
as  such  an  avowal.  He  enumerated  various 
prominent  questions,  on  which  there  was  a  clearly 
deflaed  and  irreconcilable  difference  on  principle 
between  the  two  prominent  patties  in  the  country; 
and  showed  tbe  impossibilty  of  forming  a  party  by 
a  combination  of  men  holding  such  opposite  prin- 
ciples 16  carry  on  tbe  Government.  The  Admin- 
istration must  be  carried  on,  on  one  or  the  other  set 
oC  principles  of  the  existing  parties;  and  the  man 
who  expected  that  he  could  form  a  political  rain- 
bow of  various  colors,  mistook  the  temper  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  RAYNEm  said  he  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law  at  tbe  extra  sesvion;  and,  as  be  meant  to  rote  for 
its  repeal,  he  desired  to  state  the  reasons  which 
governed  him  in  the  vote  he  should  give.  He 
voted  for  the  bankrupt  law  with  some  misgivings; 
but  be  yielded  his  doubts  regarding  its  propriety, at 
tbe  earnest  entreaty  of  others,  who  daemed  it  essen- 
tial to  the  well-being  of  the  community.  The  peo* 
pie  of  North  Carolina  were  less  commercial  in  their 
pursuits  than  some  other  people  of  the  United 
S(ate<>;  and,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  be  saw 
no  pressing  necessity  for  such  a  law;  but  he  could 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  tbe  embarrassments  and  suffer- 
ings and  distresses  that  were  operating  on  the 
commercial  and  trading  sections  of  tbe  Union, 
ctippling  their  energies,  and  tying  up  tbe  bands  of 
industry.  And  when  be  looked  at  the  cause  of 
those  embarrassments  and  distresses,  he  saw  the 
suffering  portions  of  tbe  community  were 
not  paying  tbe  penalty  of  their  own  impru- 
dence, but  were  enduring  miseries  brought  upon 
them  by  ra«h  and  wicked  measures  of  financial 
quacks  and  political  gamblers.  It  wa^  a  state  of 
things  growing  out  of  twelve  years  of  misrule,  that 
aroused  the  country  in  1840  to  overthrow  the  self- 
styled  Democratic  party,  and  to  bring  in  the  Whig 
party  to  relieve  the  country  as  far  as  they  could  do 
so;  and  the  maladministration  which  they  cauye  in 
to  correct,  forced  upon  them  the  bankrupt  law.  Bat 
since  the  causes  which  led  to  tbe  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  law  no  longer  existed,  or  existed  with 
mnch  less  force,  he  thought  the  question  might 
now  be  entertained,  whether  there  was  a  du'y  in* 
cumbent  on  ib'^m  to  keep  the  law  any  longer  in 
existence.  The  objects  of  the  law  bad  been,  in  a 
great  measure,  accomplished.  Those  who  bad 
been  thrown  into  insolvency  by  tbe  maladminis* 
tration  of  public  affairs,  had  received  the  benefit 
of  it;  those  whose  eneiigies  and  industry  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  actioa  of  the  Federal   Govern. 
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ment,  were  left  free,  and  tbe  manacles  struck  fro« 
their  hands,  and  they  could  nov  pursue  the  fin* 
ward  course  of  euierpriae  and  industry. 

The  mechanic  had  been  released,  and  again  seat 
to  bis  shop;  the  sailor  t^  his  ship;  tbe  merchant  to 
his  counter;  and  the  farmer  to  his  plough.  The  be- 
neficent action  of  the  law  had  presemed  lo  them  new 
fields  for  enterprise  and  labor,  in  which  fhey  ni%ht 
hereafter  not  only  obtain  the  means  of  subsistenee, 
but  of  paying  the  debts  from  wMoh  they  had  beta 
released — debts  which  honor  called  on  them  to  pro- 
vide for  when  possessed  of  the  ability  to  do  so, 
though  they  were  freed  from  all  legal  obligations. 
And  while  the  honest  and  unfoitunate  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  this  law,  the  reckless  and  ia- 
prudent  had  been  brought  to  a  state  of  accounta- 
bility, and  the  creditor  on  his  part  had  received  the 
benefits  of  it  also.  Notwithstanding  the  benefits 
of  the  bankrupt  law,  still  there  were  evils  in  it,  as 
there  were  in  every  finite  system — a  few  of  whieh 
he  would  now  advert  to.  AUbongh  he  voted  fer 
this  law,  considering  that  the  objeetions  to  it  were 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  tbe  benefits  he 
thought  it  would  produce,  yet  be  believed  that 
these  objections  operated  with  greater  force  now  dian 
then.  He  also  believed  that  tbe  present  state  of 
things  iu  the  country,  as  well  as  public  opinion, 
demanded .  its  repeal.  One  great  objection  to  it 
was,  that  its  tendency  would  be,  he  feared,  to  destroy 
confidence,  take  away  the  means  of  obtaining 
credit,  and  thereby  materially  injure  the  busi- 
ness of  tbe  community.  Capitalists  would  fear 
to  trust  men  of  business,  because  of  tbe  in- 
ducements held  out  to  them  to  relieve  tbemtelfes 
from  debt  in  this  easy  and  ready  manner,  while 
men  would  be  tempted  to  run  into  bazardons 
and  improvident  speculations,  flrom  tbe  belief  that, 
if  they  failed,  they  cculd,  with  so  little  trouble,  ex- 
tricate themselves  from  their  embarrassments.  An- 
other serious  objection  to  this  law,  as  a  pennanent 
system,  was,  that  it  came  in  conflict  wilh,  and 
unsettled,  all  the  laws  which  the  States  bad  es- 
tablished for  the  regulation  of  the  transactjpns  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor.  It  was  one  of  the  es- 
sentials to  a  sound  system  of  trade,  that  tbe  rela- 
tions of  #ebtor  and  creditor  should  be  put  on  a 
^rm  and  permanent  basis.  Any  law,  therefore, 
that  prevented  or  interfered  with  this  state  of 
things,  was  impolitic  as  well  as  unjust.  There 
was  still  another  reason  why  be  would  vole  for  a 
repeal  of  this  law;  and  that  was,  that  public  opin- 
ion had  settled  down  to  tbe  conviction  that  it  pngbt 
to  be  repealed.  He  had,  at  the  time  of  the  enael- 
ment  of  this  law,  stated  that  his  constiTuents  would 
be  but  litUe  affected  by  it,  and  that,  therefore,' ihey 
would  care  very  little  about  it.  He  was  still  of 
that  opinion;  but,  so  far  as  they  bad  agitated 
the  subject,  be  believed  that  they  were  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  repeal.  Thoogh  willing,  bowe?er,  to 
vote  for  the  repeal,  yet  be  coold  not  vote  fbr  it 
without  some  amendment  as  to  the  time  when 
it  should  take  effect.  All  ^bose  who  had  com- 
menced tbe  initiatory  proceedings  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  tbe  act,  had  done  so  on 
the  faith  of  the  Government,  and  they  had  a  sort 
of  vested  right  in  it.  Farther,  it  would  not  be 
just  to  exclude  those  creditors  from  its  benefits, 
who  bad  extended  forbearance  to  thenr  debtors  to 
this  time.  Such  a  proceeding  would  operate  as  a 
punishment  for  the  best  and  kindest  feelings  of 
human  nature,  and  would  be  calculated  to  destroy 
all  ct>nfidence  in  legislation.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment  including  corporations  iu  tbe  pro* 
visions  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  agreed  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickins] 
that  it  would  be  tbe  most  dangerous  exercise  of 
power  that  coulJ  be  witnessed  in  this  GK)vemDenu 

After  some  remarks  commenting  pretty  seferely 
on  the  course  of  the  President,  and  expressing  tbe 
hope  that  the  Whig  party  wcu  d  revive  again, 

Mr.  R.  then  went  on  to  say  that,  however  mor- 
tified he  felt  at  many  occurrences  daring  diis  de- 
bate, he  was  yet  gratified  that  it  had  Uken  pteee. 
It  had  served  to  draw  more  distinctly  the  Ihies  of 
parly,  and  bad  shown  to  the  covmiry  (what  be  long 
knew)  that  there  were  but  two  paHits  Iu  tbe  Hone 
of  Representatives.  Tbe  Tyler  faction  were  »eTfcd 
into  the  Locofoco  party;  and,  amki  flie  aeethini 
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and  boiling  of  the  pol ideal  caldron,  the  scam  of 
itet  partir  was  about  to.be  thrown  off. 

Mr.  BL,  in  reply  to  varioas  remarks  made  daring 
the  debate,  apoke  aatil  the  eiplration  of  bis  boof. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  then  obtained  the  floor, 
bat  dalcfTed  bis  lemarks  until  lo-morroir. 

TtiS  UNIliSD  STATSS  LOAN. 

The  8PSAKER  sobmitted  a  commanication 
from  the  Treasury  Departmenl,  enclosing  a  report 
of  the  amoiiDt  borrowed  in  parsaance  of  the  bill 
to  anthoiite  a  Iban. 

'fbe  communiealion  not  being  bpened,  several 
gentlemeo  asked  for  its  reading;  wnereapon  the 
Clerk  read  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
ibe  amount  borrowed  under  aathoriiy  of  the  act  of 
Congress  was  |5,67^,976  88. 

Mr.  FILL»MOR£  moved  that  the  communica- 
tion  be  referred  to  the  Ck)mmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instructions  to  iaqaire  into  the  expe- 
dieocy  of  modifying  so  much  of  the  law  as  requires 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  amoont 
of  the  loan  effected  under  par  value. 

Mr.  8PRI(3a  asked,  was  it  not  intended  that  the 
eommnnication  shoold  be  printed? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  might  not  be  prudent 
to  piint  it. 

Hie  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

EXBCUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

the  SPBAKER  tabmitted  the  following  E^eca- 
ufe  eommDoieaiioos: 

A  commuuicAtion  from  the  Navy  Department, 
contaiatB^  a  list  of  vessels  bailt  in  the  iJnited 
States  siaae  1836:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
benrinled. 

A  commanication  from  the  War  Department, 
covering  (be  report  of  Capt.  Hughes^s  reoonnois- 
sauce  of  the  Ohio  river:  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
IRWIN,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
lad  ordered  tb  be  prihted. 

A  eommaoieation  from  the  Navy  Department, 
showing  in  what  manner  the  contingent  fund  of 
that  department  had  been  ezpendedt  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
^  A  commanication  from  the  Treasury  vDepart* 
mehf,  Ja  ins  wet  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  call- 
iitg  for'infomiatioii  in  relation  to  the  alleged  defal- 
eatton  of  Jesse  Hoyt,  late  collector  of  the.  port  of 
New  Torki  laid  on  the  tat>le,  and  ordered  to  be 
]>rnited« 

A  eommanieatiofl  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, ceveriog  copies  of  the  statement  rendered  by 
the  iaeofe^olated  banks  of  the  District  of  Golam- 
bia:  referred  to  the  Citeimittee  for  the  t)ialiict  of 
ColmaUa,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oa  aotlfia  of  Mr.  S.  MASON,  the  nee  of  the 
hall,  on  Tuesday  next,  was  granted  to  the  Colon- 
ization Society. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  appropriating 
three  days  to  the  consideration  of  Territorial  busi- 
ness. 

TRIAL  OF  LOUALUER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  and  said,  that  as  the  Com* 
aittee  en  the  Judiciary  wished  to  obtain  informa- 
tion to  aid'ihemin  their  in?estigation  of  the  matters 
before  them  relative  to  Gknerat  Jackson'j  flnv,  he 
veild  ask  the  Hoose  to  adopt  the  following  reso- 
lotion : 

Remfv^d^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  funieh 
to  tUa  HcnMR  ■  copy  of  all  ttie  papers  and  proceedings  to  foe 
foMd  to  his  depvtment  relatire  to  the  anest,  and  trial  by 
COOK  nanial,  under  the  orders  of  General  Jacltsoo,  of  E.  L. 
LooaOier,  (or  Mr.  LoualHer,  jr.,)  at  New  Orleans,  in  March, 
1815. 

SENATfi  BILLS. 

fhe  fsUowiog  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sev- 
erally twice  rei^,  and  referred : 

A  bill  for  t)ie  relief  of  Elizabeth  Monroe:  re- 
ferred to  the  Cpmmiitce  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing  within 
the  reputed  limits  of  ihe  States  of  Arkansas  and 
Lpoisiapa,  apd,  beyond  th^  boundary  line  between 
%  tj^i^  States  and  the  republic  of  Tejia$,  a^ 
eaaUiiied  by-  the  eommissioners  appointed  to  as- 
o^iAjk  sAme:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

A  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Buys,  postmaster 


at  New  Orleaos:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Po&t  Office  and  Post  Roads.  ^ 

A  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing 
of  the  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Arkansas,  and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa,  and  Oor  6th«r  purposes:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  re-enact  and  continue  in  operation  the 
several  acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  tfnited  Stales:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judicii%. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Warebam  Kingsley:  re- 
fened.  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  to  indemnities 
received  from  the  British  Government  for  loss 
of  slaves  from  on  board  the  Comet  and  the  fioco- 
miam  at  Nassan,  Bahamss:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joshua  Drew  was  concurred  in. 

RBDUCTION  OP  THE  ARMT. 

Mr.  MERIWl^THBR  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A0airs  inquire 
into  the  propriaiy  of  redactog  the  nuoalMr  of  commnsioned 
officers  of  the  army,  corresponding  with  the  reduction  of  pri- 
vates: whether  the  army  may  not  be  further  reduced,  by  dis* 
banding  one  or  more  regiments  of  InfiMOry,  or  the  oecond  rac;i* 
ment  of  dragoooi;  and  wliether  a  regiment  or  battalion  of  in* 
fantry  may  not  bt  converted  into  marines. 

PENSIONS  IN  WESTERN  VIRGINIA. 
'  On  DAOtion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  it  was 

lUtotvedf  That  the  Cotttifllttoe  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
Im  insuucted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  eatablishtog  a 
pension  agency  at  Wytheville,  Virginia,  for  the  ccmnties  of 
Lee,  Scot^  Russell,  TaAewell,  Washington,  8myth|  Wythe, 
GraysoDi  Carroll,  Pulaski,  Mercer,  and  Giles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS, 
The  House  adjotirned. 

IN  SENATE. 
FiuDAT,  January  13,  1843. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was  ordered 
that,  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Moh- 
day  next. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  im.  laid  be/ere  the  Sen- 
ate  a  communication  from  the  State  Departnaent, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  r^oln^ion  of  the 
•  Senate  of  the  21st  of  August  last,  information  ob- 
tained from  the  American  consuls  abroad  as  to  the 
costof  all  commodities  imported  by  this  country 
from  foreign  countries,  at  the  places  from  whence 
imported,'doring  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September  of  the  past  year,  with  the  rates  of  in- 
surance, freights,  4^. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  (on  whose' mo- 
tion the  information  wss  called  for,)  the  commu- 
nication was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fest.  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  5th  section  of  ihe  act  of  Cobgreas 
of  3d  May,  1800,  giving  a  statement  of  contracts 
and  agreements  made  by  the  late  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners  during  the  last  year,  not  already 
included  in  their  report  to  Congress  of  the  13th 
December,  1849;  which, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Uiica  and  Schenectady  Railroad  Company,  pray- 
ing that  the  tariff  law  may  be  so  modified  as  to  al- 
low two  years  further  for  the  importing  of  railroad 
iron  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
aens  of  CarroUton,  Ohio,  representing  that  they 
view,  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  mortification, 
the  gross  injustice  which  has  been  done  the  Hon. 
Amos  Kendall  for  "a  desin  faUhfiUly  to  pir/orm  th$ 
dtUiiS  qfhisoffict  aa  Po$tVM$ter  Gentralt  and  to  protect 
the  pvbUc  intereai  eommitied  to  hu  eh«arg$,"  in  the  suit 
and  rendition  ot  judgment  against  him,  in  his  it}- 
diridual  caparity,  in  favor  of  Wm.  B.  Stokes  and 
others;  and  urge  that,  where  a  public  officer  acts 
and  performs  bis  duties  "faiihfiilly,"  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  be  thus  aets  should,  in  justice,  pro- 
tect and  defend  .him  in  pef$an  and  property  in  con- 
nexion with  such  performance.    The  memorialists, 


therefore,  pray  Congress  to  adopt  somie  measures 
that  will  extricate  Mr.  Kendall  from  the  difficulties 
growing  oat  of  his  desire  to  guard  the  Interests  of 
the  United  States  faithfully. 

Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee.  This  proposition  elicited  some 
discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  ref- 
erence; in  which  Messrs.  BERRIEN,  GRAHAM* 
ARCHER,  CONRAD,  KING,  WALKER,  and 
TAPPAN  participated. 

JThe  memorial  was  disposed  of  by  referring  it* 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
tbe  memorial  of  a  number  of  ship-owners  of  the  town 
of  Robiitoon,  Maine,  for  a  port  of  delivery  at  that 
place,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  ntemorial  from  cer- 
tain freeholder^  in  tbe  county 'of  Erie,  Penn^Iva* 
nia,  remonstrating  agaim t  the  repeal  of  the  baak- 
rnpt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judieiary  Com- 
mittee* 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  citi> 
zens  of  Monroe,  Michigan,  for  a  like  object;  whieh 
was  referred  te  the  Judieiaory  Committee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  George  B.  Slater  and  others,  of  Connecticut^ 
praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  certain  im- 
provements to  the  navigation  of  iheTiver  Thames} 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cdtt- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  and  papers  of  Richard  Patten  be 
taken  from  tbe  files,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs.  * 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in  relation 
to  the  proceeds  arising  from  tbe  sales  of  the  pnUie 
lands;  declaring  that  the  distribution  thereof  to  the 
States  is  unconstitutional,  and  recommending  that 
the  distributiveehareof  that  State  (which  &he declines 
to  accept)  be  applied  to  the  general  expei>ditures : 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fiitance. 

Also,  from  tbe  same  source,  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  postage  on  letters,  and  urging  a  re- 
duction thereof)  and  recommending  a  limitation  on 
the  franking  privilege,  and  certain  other  modifica- 
tions of  the  post  office  lawirs  ordered  to  be  printed^ 
and  referied  to  tbe  Committee  oa  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  from  the  same  source,  resolutions  upon 
the  subject  of  the  bAnkrut)t  law,  the  tariff  law,  and 
the  distribution  law,  nrging  the  propriety  of  their 
repeal;  and  reqoestiiig  tbe  Representatives  and  in- 
stmcting  tbe  Senators  from  that  State  to  vote  for 
tbeir  repeal:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  160 
citizfusof  Baltimore,  chiefly  busmess  men,remon- 
atiating  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  on  leave,  introduced  a  biH  di- 
recting a  survey  of  a  direct  communication  between 
Albemarle  Sound  and  the  Atlantic  ocean;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  fVomthe  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed) 
on  the  following  bills  frem  the  Houw,  and  adverse 
to  tbeir  passage,  via: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Marsh. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  Spear,  the  widp#  of 
John  Spear. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow 
of  Jacob  Wiiliami;,  deceased. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Brown,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  order 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  John  Wharry. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Revoln- 
tiocary  Pensions,  made  reports  (which  were  order- 
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ed  10  be  printed)  on  the  followiog  bills  from  the 
House,  and  adverse  to  their  passage,  yiz: 

The  bill  for  the  reHef  of  Carter  B.  Chandler. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindexter 
of  Kentucky. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  and 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
following  bills  from  the  Hons^,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Tct^en;  and 

The  bill  granting  to  James  Lowe  1 1,000  an^ 
one  section  of  land. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 

JU$olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affdini  be  in* 
•tructed  to  incjiuire  Into  the  expediency  oC  reiaming  the  organ- 
izativn  of  the  four  companiet  of  light  artillery,  a>  fixed  by  the 
law  of  the  5ih  of  July,  1838. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
^aval  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Allen. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  cemmittee,  made  a  re- 
port adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Crawford;  which  was  ordered  to 
ba  pru&ted. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees 
were  then  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  bills,  which  were  ordered. to  be 
engro3sed  on  yesterday,  were  taken  up,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  viz: 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas 
S.  Winslow. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Burr  db  Smith. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Seibert. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Moreland, 
William  M.  Kennedy,  Robert  j.  Kennedy,  and 
Mason  B.  Lewis. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Llonberger. 

'House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson 
and  James  Canter. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief-'of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  Samuel  l^ianaon, 
deceased.'* 

The  bill  to  anihorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  UHnois,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Ten- 
nessee, to  sell  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  (he 

*  use  of  schools  in  those  States;  and 

Senate  bill  declaring  ihe  assent  of  Coneress  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  imposing  a  tax  on  all  lands 
heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  State, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  sueh  sale. 

House  bill  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

*  vestry  and  churchwardens  of  the  Protestant  Epis« 
copal  Church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Philip,  in  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,"  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

Tha  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green,  was^  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  (be  whole;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks by  Messrs.  MeDUPFIE,  SEVIER,  EVANS, 
and  WOODBURY,  against  it,  and  by  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN in  favor  of  its  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  EVANS,  postponed  till* Friday  next  for  fur- 
ther examination. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  imn,  laid  before  tSe  Sen- 
ate the  credentials  of  Jambs  Bochanan,  who  has 
been  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  as 
a  Senator  for  that  State  for  six  years  from  and 
after  the  4ih  day  of  March  next;  which  were  ar- 
dered  to  be  placed  upon  the  files. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Linn's  bill  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  next  came 
up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  the 
question  pending  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose,  and  was  under5tood  to  say  that  he  had  learned 
from  his  friends  that,  in  eonsvqucnce  of  the  argu- 
ment made  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Bbntom,]  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Choatb]  desired  to  reply.  He,  (Mr. 
M.,)  therefore,  most  cheerfnlly  yielded  the  floor. 
Bat,  as  the  hour  was  late,  he  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate Adjourn. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Mr.  MEDILL  presented  a  petition  from  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  and  other  citizens  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, removing  the  summer  term  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  Ohio  to  Cinciaaati:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  READ  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.      ' 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  nRmorial,  signed  by 
twelve  hundred  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  Balti- 
more county,  praying  Congress  to  pass  the  exche- 
quer bill;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  being  carried, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  exchequer 
bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  him  an 
opportnni'ty  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  which  being  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Wise, 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for 
the  half  calendar  year  beginning  on  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  and  ending  on  the  30th  Jane,  1843;  and 
for  the  fiscal  year  b^inning  on  the  Ist  July,  1843, 
and  ending  on  the  30>h  June,  1844;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  if  the  motion  would  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds,  av  in  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  or  would  a  majority  be  sufficient. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  majority  could  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  atany  time. 

Ml,  MATHIOT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi; 
which  being  ordered, 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ^yeas  5^,  nays  1518,  as  folio w«: 

YEA6— MMfn.  Alleo,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Bowne,  Brigu, 
BroDBon,  BurnalL  Oreea  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
JotkD  C.  Clark,  Hark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  CuehiDf,  Dawsoo, 
John  Bdwardi,  Egbert,  Fewenden.  Fillmore,  John  6.  Floyd, 
O  win.  Hays,  uouiton.  Uut)ard,  Hudtoo,  Hunt,CtiartoeJ.  In- 
gersoll,  Lion.  Blitcheil,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Rancher.  Ridgway, 
Rooeevelt,  William  RunelL  Sewell,  Shielde,  William  Binith, 
Snyder,  Stokely,  Btrauon,  Taliaferro,  Tlllinghaat,  Tomllnson, 
Ward,  Watteraon,  Waller,  WeAbrook,  Thomaa  W^WiUiama, 
Joeeph  L.  WilUama,  Winlbrap,  WIm,  Wood,  and  Joha 
Young— 63. 

NAYS— M eoffs.  Adama,  LandalT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Arringtoo,  Aiherton,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar* 
nard,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Blair.  Boardman,  Botta,  Boyd,  Milton 
Brown,  J.  Btown,  Burke.  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Caltkoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Cary,  Casev,  Chapman,  Childs,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clifford, 
Clinton.  Colqaiu,  Cranston,  Daniel,  CSarreU  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Qavis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Ererett,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance.  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Graham,  Halsted,  Harris.  Henrr, 
Hopkins,  Hunten  Joseph  R.  Ii^ersoll,  James  Imn,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  Ketm,  Andrew  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Lane,  LiiUefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClel* 
Ian,  McKay,  McKennan,  Marcband,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas 
F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Hathiot,  Mathews.  Mattocks, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Medlll,  Meriwether.  Miller,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Par- 
tridge, Payne.  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell  Ramsey,  Ben* 
jamm  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds, 
Riggs,  Rodney,  J.  M.  Russell,  Panford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shep* 

SBrJ,  Trnman  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  A.  H.  H. 
luart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  sweney,  Jacob  Thomp)* 
son,  Toland,  Trotti,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washington, 
Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Yorke,and  Augustus  Young —128. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  €k>mmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT  mored  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  that  he  might  moTe  to  take  up  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said,  as  that  would  exclude  all 
other  business,  and  as  this  was  private  bill  day,  he 
would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  ta- 
ken, resulted  as  follows:  Teas  119,  nays  70. 

The  motion  was  not  carried;  the  majority  being 
less  than  two-thirds. 

The  joint  resolution  to  bar  a  second  application 
for  claims  against  the  Government,  unless  sup- 
I  ported  by  new  facts,  which  was  tender  discussion 


yesterday  during  the  morning  hour,  again  eaaie  ap 
in  order. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  opposed  the  adoptioR  of  ths 
resolution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  qoeatioB  of  eoneir* 
renoe  in  the  resolutioa,  and  proAOUUSed  that  ha 
thought  the  noes  bad  it. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered; 
but  before  they  were  taken, 

Mr.  BIDLACK,  a(ter  some  few  observations  oa 
the  necessity  of  some  such  rule,  gave  notice  that, 
it  it  should  be  rejected,  he  woiild,  at  the  first  op- 
portunity, introduce  a  resolution  calling-apon  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to.  appoint  some 
officer  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  those 
cases  of  private  claims,  cross-examine  witnesMs; 
and  pot  cross-interrogatories. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  interfered  with  the  right  of  petition, 
which  was  secured  to  the  people  by  the  Constiui- 
tion.  Already  restrictions  on  that  right  existed,  of 
which  he  did  not  approve.  He  nrged  the  fact,  mat 
ther^  was  no  other  remedy  to  the  claimant  bat  to 
petition  Congress.  In  this  country,  no  man  could 
sue  the  Government;  whilst  in  England,  there  was 
a  board  of  exchequer  for  the  settleokent  of  daiais. 
In  that  country,  a  subject  might  even  sue  the  King 
for  justice.  He  also  opposed  the  resolntiao  on 
another  ground.  The  Committee  of  daima  was, 
in  fact,  a  court  of  justice,  the  members  of  which 
had  a  political  interest  in  opposing  claims.  Mem- 
bers were  prevented  often  from  allowing  claims,  by 
the  fear  of  being  charged  with  extravagant  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.  They  were  also, 
he  had  no  doubt,  sometimes  infinenced  by  party 
considerations  in  rejecting  a  claim.  Therefore,  he 
thought  that  a  rejection  once  ought  not  to  prqudioe 
a  claim  ever  thereaf^. 

Mr.  HOLMES  contended  that  this  resolution 
proposed  an  important  innovation  in  ilie  practiee 
of  the  House;  and  begged  that  the  Honse  would 
pause  before  it  adopted  a  measure  which  might  in- 
flict so  much  injustice  upon  individnalk. 

Mr.  A^OLD  argued  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  contended  that  it  did  not,  as 
supposed  by  his  venerable  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adams,]  abridge  the  right  of  petition. 
He  was  induced  to  favor  the  resolution,  on  aceoont 
of  his  experience  on  the  Committee  of  Claims.  He 
solemnly  believed  that  nine  oat  of  ten  of  the  claims 
presented  here  had  no  foundation  whatever.  ^ 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mean. 

GRAHAM  and  TILUNGHAST;  when 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  foUowing  amendaMttt: 

"Provided,  Aowever,  Ttiat  this  rale  shall  not  opents  is  a 
bar  to  the  preeenuuion  of  any  claims  that  may  haVa^  at  a  foe* 
mar  session,  passed  either  House  of  C^gi^^  " 


After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIGG3,  Bfr. 
JOHN  C.  CLARK  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANLY  asked  the  gentleman  firom  New 
York  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  allow  him  to  offer  an  amendment,  proa- 
ising  to  renew  the  call. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  assenting, 

Mr.  STANLY  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  amendment: 


**Andprovided./^therf  That  no  committee  of  ekhar  i 
of  Ck>ngrees  shall  be  permiued  to  eaaploy  a  clerk,  withoat  per* 
mission  l>eing  first  obtained  for  that  purpose.** 

Mr.  STANLY,  after  explaining  his  reasons  for 
offering  this  amendment,  renewed  the  call  for  the 
previous  question;  which  being  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  first  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Stahlt^ 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  Mr.  Bons^ 
amendment;  and  it  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concnrnng  in 
the  resolution  as  amended;  and  the  yeas  and  aajs. 
having  been  ordered,  the  result  was — ^yeas  95, 
nays  103,  a^  follows: 

YEA0~M<8STB.  LandafT W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J.  Andriwi, 
Arnold,  Arrington,^tber(onj.  Ajcrigg,  Babcock,  Barton, Bseson, 
Bidlack,  Biidaeye,  Black,  BoardnaiH  Botts,  Bowna,  Bie«i(», 
Bronson,  Milton  Biown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  Onso  W. 
Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  CamptMll,  Wm.  B.  CamnbiU, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carnihers,  Casey,  Ch^p^naO}  Jwa  C. 
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Ctaik,  ^fttd,  Clinton,  CdhM,  Colqvitt,  Mark  A.  Cooler, 
Covao,  Cnoatoo,  Daniel,  Gairett  Davu,  Doig,  BaeUnan,  John 
C.  Edwaidfl^  Ferrk,  PeMonden,  Gentry,  Oiddinge,  Gilmer, 
Gordon,  Grftfaam,  Green,  Harris,  HooMoo,  Hunter,  Cave 
JobwQ,  Lane^  Lewis,  Linn,  LUOefield,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McXaj,  Bfaihiot,  Mathews,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Ifitcliefl,  Morrow,  Oebome,  Owelej,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pick- 
eai^  Pope,  A.  Randan,  Randolph,  Bn'oer,  Reding,  Rencber, 
Be3*oldi,  Ro^n,  Jamas  Bf.  RimwII,  SaDfonL  Baundere,  Sew* 
elL  Shaw,  ShepperdL  Wm.  Soiiih,  Bprigg,  Stanly,  Stratton. 
John  T.  Stnart,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Warren,  WiShiogton,  and 
WatMison—96. 

KAYS—BfiesBTB.  Adams,  AUea,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair, 
Bonkn,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  William 
0.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Staley  N-  Clarke,  Crose,  Cuahing, 
Riehard  D.  DaTis,  Deao,  Deberry,  Doan,  John  Edwards,  Ev- 
erett, Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Gates,  Gog|(in,  P.  G.  Goode,  W. 
0.  Goodc^  GraogerMaustine,  HaUted,  Hafatings,  Henry  Jlolmes, 
Hopkun,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  C.  J»  Ingereoll,  J.  R.  Inger- 
•oU.  James  Irvin,  WiUinm  W.  Irwin,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kennedv,  Cog,  Lowell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mc- 
Keon.  MaUbry,  llarchand,  Thomas  F.  Maiehall,  Samson  Mason, 
Mauocks.  HedUi,  Miller,. Moore,  Morgan,  Newhard,  Par- 
menur.  Partridge,  PluiDer,  PnwelL  Proffit,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall, 
R«ad,  Riggs,  Rodney,  V/m.  Russell,  Saltonatall,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Bnyder;  SoilerB,  Steearod,  Stokely,  duromers,  Talia* 
fsno,  John  B.Thomps«M),  Richaid  W.  Thompson,  TiUloghast, 
Triptect,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wellcr,  Weetbrook,  Edward  D. 
Whh^  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  WiUiuna,  JoMh  L.  Williams,  WintbroP,  Wise,  Wood, 
Tocke,  Auffostus  Young,  and  John  Young— 1U3. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  fifeaos,  introdaced  the  following  resolntion*: 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Means  be  dis. 
chuged  from  the  conaideration  of  so  much  of  the  '^estimates  of 
»pproprlstions  for  1843  and  1844"  as  relates  to  the  construction 
of  a  dike  for  elosinc  Hog  kriand  channel,  in  Charleston  harbor. 
Booth  Carolina,  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Cdmmiu 
lee  on  Commerce. 

Snolv4dy  That  the  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dis* 
charKedfiom  the  fitxtber  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  esti- 
mttes  of  appropriations  for  1313  and  1844.  as  relates  to  the  com- 
DOSKsmeRt  of  a  work  at  Sandy  Heok,  New  York;  to  the  com- 
maoement  of  a  fort  on  Boilers' point  flats,  Baltimore  harbor; 
to  the  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Caswell,  Cape  Pear, 
North C^lina;  to  the  preservatien^ef  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston,  Sooth  Carolina;  to  ihe  commencement  of  a  fort  on 
the  coast  of  Georgia;  to  the  commencemeut  of  a  fort  between 
Mobile  bay  and  the  RIgoleis,  Louisiana;  to  the  erection  of  bar* 
racks,  quarters,  and  storehouses  at  Fort  Oibson,  Arkansas:  and 
to  the  erectioo  of  forts  and  batteries  on  Staten  island,  New  York 
harbor;  and  that  those  subjects  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affkin^  withinstructions  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ssUn^  Fort  Gansevoon  aud  its  site,  (within  the  city  of  New 
Tsrk,)  and  of  applying  the  proceeds  to  the  purchase,  from  the 
Stale  of  New  Tork,  of  the  works  and  their  site  on  Staten  island. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolo- 
tioD,  bf  safaetitating  the  Committee  on  Militarjr  Af- 
fairs for  the  Ck>mmit(ee  on  Commerce. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  H0LME9, 
PICKBNS,  FILLMORE,  GRANGBB^and  PROF- 
FIT  took  pan,  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and 
ihe  original  re^olations  were  adopted. 

%.  TURN&Y  gave  notice  of  his  iniention  to 
isk  leave  to  iotrodace  a  bill  farther  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Solitary  Affairs,  offered  the  following  resolation, 
which  WAS  agreed  to: 

BuclMd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navf  Im  requested  to 
tenish  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  heretofore  made  to 
bim  hy  LieuL  Wilkea,  relative  to  his  examination  of  Oregon 
Ttoiiioty. 

He  also  submitted  aresolaiion  (which  wasagreed 
to)  ordering  the  printing  of  a  certain  map  accom- 
panying the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  respecting  the  erection  of  military  posts  in 
the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  aiDDINGS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPECAKER  armnunced  the  next  basiness  to 
be  ihe  question  of  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renanlt  was 
carried,  which,  on  previous  days,  has  been  debated 
It  great  length. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floori  spoke  on  the  qoestion  at  mach  length. 

The  qnesiion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
rceonsideratioo,  and  reanlced  in  ayea  70>  noes  43. 

No  qnoram  voting,  tellers  were  called  for  and 
oidered;  and,  on  taking  the  qaestion,  the  motion 
was  carried--«aye8  86,  noes  49. 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
Ml,  when 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  New  York,  inUmating  his  in- 
tention lo  address  the  House  on  the  subject^ 
.  The  Houe  adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SiTURDiT,  January  14, 1843. 

Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Hughes,  widow  of  William  Hughes,  praying  for  a 
pension  onder  the  act  ef  July  7, 1838. 

Also  the  petition  of  Frances  Lewis,  formerly 
widow  of  William  Palmer,  deceased,  praying  for 
a  pension  under  the  acts  of  July  4  and  March  3, 
1837;  which  were  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  relative  to  pre- 
emption rights,  and  donations  of  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  orde^d 
to  be  primed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  the  petition  of  B. 
B.  Whittemore,  and  others,  citizeDs  of  Ainherst, 
New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  DODGE,  delegate  front  Wi^konsin,  present- 
ed the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Milwaukie,  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  town 
of  Milwaokie,  in  said  Territory. 

Two  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  Racine 
county,  asking  Congress  for  aa  appropriation  for 
a  harbor  at  the  n^outh  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine, 
in  said  Territory. 

.  Tbree  petitions  from  the  town  of  Lanesville  and 
vicinity;  Rock  county,  Territory  of  Wiskonsin, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor 
at  the  mouib  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said 
TemTory. 

Petition  from  the  town  of  Betoit,  Territory  of 
Wiskonsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation 
for  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of 
Racine,  in  said  Tenitory. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  loWa  county.  Territory  of 
.  Wiskonsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation 
for  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of 
Racine,  in  said  Territory. 

Petition  of  ^citizens  of  Walworth  county, 
Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the-  mouth  of  Root 
river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said  Territory. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Madison, 
the  seat  of  Grovernment  for  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
konsin»  asking  Congress  for  aa  appropriation  for  a 
harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine, 
in  said  Territory. 

Petition  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  at  the  town  of  Milwaukie, 
in  the  Territory  of  Wi&konsin. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Monroe,  of  Missouri.  This  bill,  which  was  mere- 
ly changing  a  location  of  land,  was  passed  through 
i\»  final  stages. 

Mr.  BOTTS  presented  a  memorial  from  Rich- 
mond, for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  BARNARD  presented  the  petition  of  81  in- 
babiianis  of  Bethel,  in  Windsor  county,  Yermpnt, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Lc^islatare  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  the  franking 
privilege*  He  was  also  understood  to  say  that  the 
same  legislative  body  had  agreed  to  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  mem- 
bcrs  of  Congress 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  called  up  a  motion  of 
reconsideration  of  a  vote  some  time  since  taken, 
negativing  a  resolution  to  allow  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures  a  clerk,  and  to  confer  the 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  WISE, 
Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  SPEAKER,  and  others,  the 
reconsideration  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution, 
modified  so  as  to  authorize  the  committee  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  only,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBARD  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adapted: 

Retolvedt  That  the  Ck>mn)ittee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed 
'  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  talcing  some  action  to  ensure 
uniform  annual  returns  of  the  militia  in  the  several  States  to 
the  Secretary  o(  War,  and  also  of  recommending  a  (air  and  just 
basis  of  apportionraent  for  the  distrlluiUon  of  the  national 
arms.  •  V 

Resolved,  That  the  Oommittee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  to  correct  the  ^^extnordioarj  disproportiOD  be- 
tween the  ariM  allotudi  to  the  peyeral  States  and  their  respec- 


tlve  populations,"  arising  imder  the  act  of  1806  for  arming  and 
eqaippinjs  the  whole  body  of  the  militia;  and  to  ensure,  in  fti> 
ture^  afairi^.d  equal  disiribudoo  of  the  national  arms  amongst 
the  several  States  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  TILLINOHAST  introduced  the  following 

resolution^  aiid  it  was  agreed  to: 

RMolvedL,  That  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Naval  Aliairs  be  n* 
quired  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  pension 
of  Mrs.  Biiza  Stevens,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Thomas 
W.  Stevens,  deceased. 

Mr.  WELfLER  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  requesting  their* 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  procure  sundry 
amendments  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice establishment.  They  were  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  petition 
from  sundry  citizens  of  the  southwestern  part  of 
Missouri,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  survey 
and  improvement  of  Brandon  and  Spring  rivers:  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  pursuant  to  notice,  introduced 
a  bill  forther  to  continue  in  force  the  act  foi^the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  tost  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States.  It  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  introduced  the  following 

re.<olntion,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  pf  War  be  requested  to  in* 
form  this  House  what  time  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  survqr 


of  Grand  river,  from  its  junction  with  the  Arkansas  tirer  to 
Fort  Gibson,  to  the  Junction  of  the  Neosho  and  Spring  river; 
and  of  Spring  river,  from  the  point  last  afoieeaid,  to  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  State  of  Miesovri. 

Mr.  SPRIQG  presented  the  memorial  of  manu* 
factarers  of  hats  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying 
that  baners*  furs  be  admitted  into  the  United  States 
free  of  duty. 

Mr.  McSAY  presented  a  memorial  of  Joeeph 
H.  Walters,  of  the  county  of  Bronawick,  in  om 
State  of  North  Carnhna,  praying  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  amount  of  damage  he  alleges  to  have 
sustained  in  his  rice  plantation,  m  consequence  of 
the  operations  of  the  Gk>vernment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  Cape  Fear  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commitue  of  Claims* 

Ur.  HOWARD  offered  the  following  reaolntioOy 

which  was  adopted: 

Resolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  furnish  this  H^naa 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  F.  B.  W.  Stockton,  of  bis  survey 
of  the  harbor  d&c.  at  the  meuth  of  Gaiien  river,  (New  Bul^o,) 
m  the  Stale  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day;  when 

The  SPEAKER  having  called  on  the  standing 
committees  for  reports,  the  following  were  made: 

Mr.  FESSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  pn  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Barry,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Thomas  Barry; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  made  some  unfavorable 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  leferred.  , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  peti'ion  of  Polly  Wentworth. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RODNEY,  the  same  Commit- 
tee was  discharj^ed  from  the  further  considsration 
of  the  petition  of  Polly  McCraw. 

Mr.  STRATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Kimball;  which  was  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in^ 
siruciing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  said  Slate,  in  Congress,  to  use 
their  ei'trtions  to  procure  such  a  modification  of 
the  existim;  post  office  laws,  as  that  postmasters, 
membtrs  of  Congre&s,  and  officers  of  the  Gkneral 
GK>vernment  shall  not  enjoy  the  franking  privilege, 
except  in  ca'-es  relating  to  their  official  duties;  and 
also  to  procure  a  leduction  of  the  present  rates  of 
postage. 
I       Mr.  BURBIE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
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wliicb  vfas  re/erred  the  bill  (Vom  the  Senate,  for 
Che  relief  of  Ephrtim  H.  DicksoD,  made  ftn  ooik- 
Torabie  report  thereon. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Poblic 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  auihoriie  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas  lo  select^ix  sections  of 
land  ander  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said  State 
into  the  tJaton:  read  twice  and  referred. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  ordered 
that  the  second  Tharklay  and  Friday  of  Febrnary 
next  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  busine^ 
reUiiSng  to  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend 
the  charter  of  certain  banks  ia  said  District :  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  Virginia  Institution  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind,  d^,  and  dumbs  lead  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union:  rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  QARRETT  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  number  of  persons  in  the  employment 
of  the  Government  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

Mr.  LEVY  submitted  the  following  molution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resohedj  lliat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  fumieb 
to  thla  Houee  a  copy  of  the  report  and  eurrey  of  themoiub  of 
the  dvwanee  river  fa  Florida,  and  the  eaiimaie  for  said  work; 
and  that  he  aieo  furoiah  to  thie  Houae  an  estimate  of  the  coei  of 
eurveyiog  a  route  for  a  railroad  to  conneei  the  waters  of  the 
St.  John's  and  Suwaoee  rivere. 

Bdr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

iZaeoivori,  Thatthe  ComaoUtee  of  Claima  be  inairucted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  and  justice  of  refunding  to  the  Stale 
of  Georgia  an  unliquidated  balance  paid  by  that  State  for  vol- 
nbteen  ordered  out  in  the  years  1836, 1836, 1837,  and  1838^  and 
not  eoatHTtced  in  the  law  of  last  eeeiioD  providing  for  (his  claim. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Ifr.  Bowne,  to 
instmet  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  bring 
in  «  bill  to  refund  the  fine  eitorted  from  General 
JMksOn  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815,  by  Judge  Hnll, 
came  up  as  the  business  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  AdaAs,  to 
refer  the  subject,  with  certain  instructions,  to  the 
same.committee,  being  the  .pending  question — 

Mr.  HUNT  (who  had  the  floor)  observed  that, 
coming  into  the  House  as  he  did,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  just  recovering  from  a  severe 
indisposition,  he  had  prescribed  to  himself  the 
course  of  a  silent  member,  attending  to  the  public 
business,  and  casting  a  silent  vote  as  bis  conscience 
dictated.  H(  should  have  adhered  to  that  deter- 
minatlon^  but  for  the  stiange,  and,  to  him,  alarm- 
ing legal  proposition  pst  forward  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  IiiexasoLL,]  in  con- 
neiion  with  the  case  now  under  consideration. 
Feeble  as  be  was,  he  could  not  consent  to  give  a 
silent  vote  upon  the  question  stated  by  him,  when 
that  question  had  been  placed  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  the  gentleman.  He  bad  been  relieved 
somewhat  from  the  effect  produced  by  the  startling 
proposition  to  which  he  bad  just  alluded,  in  refer- 
rence  to  the  law  that  should  govern  this  and  simi- 
lar cases — that  was,  in  reference  tothe  supremacy  of 
civil  over  military  law — in  consequence  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  genileman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  W.  O.  Butlkr]  ha4  placed  it.  He  under- 
stood that  gentleman  distinctly  to  avow  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  never  claimed  that  the  military 
was  si'perior  to  the  civil  power;  and  he  understood 
the  gentleman  further,  in  the  course  of  his  able  and 
eloquent  remark?,  which  were  listened  to  by  himself, 
as  well  as  the  House,  with  the  greatest  pleasure, 
distinctly  to  say  that  be  placed  the  refunding  of 
this  fine  upon  the  ground  that  General  Jackson, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  he' foaod  him* 
self,  acted  from  an  overruling  necessity.  If, 
therefore,  the  case  was  to  come  before  the  Hense 
placed  on  tbat  ground,  it  was  stripped  of  the  ob- 
jectionable featuies  thrown  round  it  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  A  bill 
had  been  reported  in  the  other  House,  proposing  to 
refund  this  fine;  and  it  was  placed  on  the  ground 
of  the  iberiroxious  sitrvlces  rendered  by  deneral  J 


Jackson,  withont  casting  the  alightest  reflection 
upon  the  judge  who  imposed  the  fine,  and  giving 
no  intimaiK^n  that  ibe  military  was  superior  to  the 
civil  power.  It  was  placed  on  the  ground  that 
General  Jackson,  in  the  honesty  of  his  motives, 
was  placed  under  the  neoeasity,  for  the  time  being, 
of  prostrating  or  closing  up  the  civil  iribunalat  or, 
to  use  his  own  language,  proclaim  martial  law. 
He  did  not  say  that,  placing  it  on  that  footing,  he 
woaM  vote  for  the  refunding  of  this  fine;  all  be 
meant  to  say  was,  that  placing  it  on  these  grounds 
would  relieve  it  from  the  objeotionable  features 
thrown  around  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania^ 

Having  but  a  brief  portion  of  the  morning  hour 
left  him,  he  proposed,  as  succinctly  as  possible,  to 
place  before  the  House  his  own  views  of  the  legal 
grounds  on  which  this  case  rested;  and,  in  order  to 
do  that  more  intelligibly,  he  should  endeavor  to 
present  to  the  notioe  of  the  House  the  lawa  bearing 
on  it,  exclusive  of  any  opinions  of  his  own.  If  he 
succeeded  in  getting  through  with  the  legal  ques- 
tion before  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  he  should 
then,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  proceal  to  give 
his  own  opinions  on  it. 

Now,  in  ordec  to  understand  the  principles 
which  ought  to  govern  this  question,  he  asked  the 
House  calmly  to  consider  what  it  was.  Laying  out 
of  view  many  of  the  circumstances  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  take  into  Consideration,  and  which 
would  take  from  General  Jackson  all  pretence  that 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law  was  indispensable 
to  the  preservation  of  the  city  he  defended,  be 
would  present  a  statement  of  facts,  according  to 
dates,  which  it  would  be  important  to  consider  in 
coming  to  a  decision  on  this  question.  The  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  as  was  known  to  all,  was  fought 
on  the  8th  o{  January,  1815;  and,  on  the  3d  of 
March  following,  an  article  appeared  in  the  New 
Oi leans  Courier,  signed  ''A  Citiaen  of  Louisiana, 
of  French  origin,*'  and  which  article  was  written 
by  a  Mr.  Louallier.  On  the  ith  of  March,  Lou- 
alMer  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Jackson; 
and,  on  the  same  day,  applksation  *  was  made  to 
Judge  Hall,  the  district  judge  of  Louinana,  for  a 
writ  of  habeoi  eorfmi  in  his  favor.  The  order  was 
ii^ued  by  the  Judge;  and,  in  issuing  it,  the  writ  was 
made  returnable  on  Monday,  the  tth.  The  Judge 
dated  the  order  on  the  tth.  It  wasaseertained, 
before  tbe  writ  was  issued,  or  before  it  passed 
out  of  his  control,  that  there  was  a  mistake;  and 
the  Judge  was  called  on  to  correct  it,  which  was 
done  by  dating  it  tbe  #th.  On  the  evening  of  that 
day  the  counsel  of  Louallier,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Judge  Hall,  apprited  General  Jackson  of  these 
proceedings,  and  that  a  writ  of  Acbeot  c&rput  had 
been  issued.  On  that  day  Judge  Hall  himself  was 
arrested  by  General  Jackson's  order;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  before  breakfast,  a  isour^mar- 
tial  wa5  appeinied  to  sit  on  the  life  of  Louallier. 
Judge  Hall  was  kept  in  confinement  from  the  5ch 
to  the  11th  or  19th,  and  then  uken  by  a  guard  of 
regular  soldiers  without  the  limits  of  the  city,  and 
discharged.  Gentlemen  would  find  the  truth  of 
this  statement  in  Senate  Doc  No.  U  of  tbe  pres- 
ent session. 

Now,  tbe  first  question  be  wished  to  ask  was 
this:  had  General  Jackson  any  authority  to  declare 
martial  lawl  He  wished  to  meet  this  broad  ques- 
tion, because  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when 
it  should  be  settled,  while  they  eonid  do  it,  instead 
of  transferring  it  to  posterity,  when  it  would  be 
more  difficult  of  settlement.  Had,  then,  General 
Jackson,  or  bad  any  military  officer,  even  in  time 
of  war,  tbe  right  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  to 
suspend  the  civil  proceedings  of  the  tribunals  of 
tbe  country?  It  was  important  to  answer  this 
question;  otherwise,  it  might  become  a  precedent 
of  most  dangerous  import  hereafter.  He  un- 
dertook to  show  that  neither  Gkneral  Jackson 
nor  any  ^tber  military  officer  had  any  &uch 
authority,  (and  on  this  point  he  thought  the 
conn  try  was  much  indebted  to  a  writer  who 
had  been  often  quoted  on  this  floor,  in  opposition  to 
tbe  right  to  such  authority  of  any  military  power,) 
but  he  did  not  con^nd  that,  in  time  of  war,  a  mili- 
tary commander  might  not  l&nd  himself  placed  in 
circumstanees  as  dtecribed  by  a  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  who  had  preeeded  him  in  ihte  debate, 


in  which  an  overruling  necessity  might  compel 
him  to  invade  the  rights  of  property  and  of  per- 
sons; but  of  that  necessity  snch  officer  aittsl  judge, 
and  act  at  his  peril.  He  admitted  tbat  the  neeet- 
siiy  mi^ht  exist  for  a  commander  to  bun  houses 
and  take  property;  but  the  GovernoMBt  wookl  be 
under  the  necessity  of  making  eompeneation  for 
property  so  destroyed  or  taken;  and  ae  it  was  over- 
ruling necessity  that  aflforded  the  law  for  aaeh  a 
procedure,  there  was  not— there  could  not  be-'tty 
provision  made  for  it  by  law  in  advance.  Ia 
illustration  of  ibis  position,  he  showed  that  com- 
pensation  was  made  for  property  destroyed  in  tbe 
defence  of  Baltimose. 

He  next  quoted  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article 
of  the  Constimtion,  which  provides  that  '*the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  haheoi  eorjmt  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion, the  public  safety  may  require  it;**  and  he  ash> 
ed  who  was  to  be  tbe  judge  of  that  neeeesityt  Was 
it  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  subordi- 
nate^ officer  in  command?  No;  it  waa  the  LcgWa- 
ture'of  the  country  that  was  the  jodge,  and  the 
only  judge,  ef  -that  neeesatty.  He  sappeited  this 
position  by  citing  the  practice  of  Mr.  Jeflereoa,  who 
in  1807,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  applied 
to  Congress  for  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  Iki^eot  emus  fbr  three  months;  which,  however, 
was  refused  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  the  bill  was  defeated,  which  bad  passed  the 
Senate ,  for  that  purpose.  Where,  then,  was  tbe 
authority  found  by  which  General  Jackson  pro* 
claimed  martial  law?  It  was  eeriainly  not  in  the 
Constitution;  for  he  found  no  countenance  for  the 
exercise  of  it  there;  nor  yet  in  the  hialory  of  Bag- 
land,  whence  tbe  habtoi  corjnu,  as  well  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  on  which  oar  system  is  based, 
was  derived.  The  Mbem  e^rpmt  was  one  of  the 
boons  which  the  sturdy  Barons  wrested  from  King 
John  at  Runuymede;  and  when  bad  there  been 
any  attempt  to  suspeiid  it  there?  Besktee,  eaioeat 
legal  authority  had  distinctly  stated  that  tbe 
doctrine  of  military  or  martial  law  as  laid  down 
in  Blackstone  and  Holt,  had  no  appliealioa  to 
England;  and  surely  the  inhabitants  of  this  con- 
try  ought  to  have  as  great  protection  for  liie  and 
property,  as  was  enjoyed  there  under  that  law. 

He  nest  glanced  at  the  trial  of  L^oaallieff  bj  a 
a  drum-bead  court-martial,  (for  which  he  was  ua- 
dersteod  to  contend  that  General  Jackaoa  had 
no  legal  authority,)  for  the  purpoaa  of  oppoaieg 
the  declaration  of  General  Jackeoa'e  friends  and 
defenders,  tbat  tbe  imposition  of  the  fine  was  a 
usurpation  of  authority,  and  an  unjust  jndgmeo^ 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  wipe  away.  By 
the  citation  q|'  the  articles  of  war,  dbc,  he  shoved 
tbe  authority  of  a  commander,  whicbp  however, 
he  asserted  did  not  extent  so  far  as  General  Jack- 
son appeared  to  have  supposed. 

Thus  he  had  presented  one  portion  of  his  ease; 
He  had  asked  the  friends  of  General  Jaehwa  to 
show  him  where  General  Jackson,  or  any  otlier 
military  commander,  got  his  authority  to  su^wu! 
the  writ  of  kabeat  corpiM?— -where  he  got  his  aa- 
thority  for  the  arrest  and  trial  of  Lonalfier  by  a 
drum-head  court-martial?  And  lie  thought  be  bad 
not  left  it  on  that  ground,  and  with  inierrogatioDS 
only;  for  he  htd  shown  affirmatively,  on  the  otber 
hand,  that  the  Constitution  guarantied  the  ngbf  of 
tbe  writ  of  luketu  eenmt,  except  in  argent  cases; 
and  he  had  shown  further  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, by  bis  practice,  and  tbe  action  of  the  Lrgts* 
lature,  in  relation  to  an  abrogation  of  that  right, 
from  which  it  was  e^deat  it  was  not  conceded  that 
a  subordinate  officer  possessed  snch  authority. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  tbat  tbe  merit- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Several  Senate  bills  were  read  twice,  and  r^ 
ferred. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  leUff 
from  the  Seoreiarj  of  the  Navy,  iraasmittiog  As 
annual  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Nafy 
Department  for  and  daring  the  year  1843,  ia  be* 
half  of  the  United  Stales,  sent  to  Congress  in  imw* 
suance  of  tbe  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  wkioli 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  aho  laid  before  the  Hoose  a 
letter  from  James  D.  Doty,  Governor  of  dis  Ta* 
ritory  of  Wisoonsin,  enclosing  a  printed  eoBont* 
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uioa  to  Congress  in  relation  to  the  right  o£  the 
Logtfletare  of  said  Territory  to  bold  a  s^ioa  oa 
Ike  first  Molldi^  of  Aeoember,  18^. 

On  MOtieA  by  Mr.  HENRY  DODQE;  it  wasre- 
iBcrad^  aad  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

TlM.bilV  for  the  relief  ot  Philip  RtDaolt,OQ  which 
ibe  votioB  for  consideration  had  been  oarried,  was 
taken  w  the  qoestion  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr*  ilOORjB  mofed  the  postponement  of  the 
fartktt  oonsiderntion  of  the  qaestion  till  Friday 
next;  wkick  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  by  Mr«  PC  WBULy  the  bill  to  provide 
in  certain  caees  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of 
infants  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  was  ihen  taken 
ipiand  on  talcing  the  qaeation  on  its  paasagt^  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmaiive. 

The  biU  for  the  reUef  of  the  inhabitants  of  West 
Fioffida  WHS  then  taken  np*,  and»  after  some  re* 
Mcka  from  Mr.  GIDDINGS  in  opposition  to  it, 
and  from  Messrs.  BLACK  and  LEVY  in  its  faTor, 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  ihe  Honseadjonm; 
Hatiag  that  ke  wv^d  to  make  some  remarks  on 
Ike  pendii^  question. 

AeSQflRfingly,  the  Hoose  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Moiu>4T»  January  16,  1843. 

Hie  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
Ate  a^  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transfliitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
fienate  Of  the  9 ih  instant,  certain  information,  not 
hqreUlfore  eqnimODicated,  relatioe  to  ibe  existing 
iBiedibenls  in  the  navigation  of  Lake  St.  Clair, 
and  ik^  insnfflcieney  of  harbors  on  the  upper  lakes 
for  thn  l>roteetion  of  the  commerce  thereon;  which, 

OnmoUon  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
u>  be  printed. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  from  the 
War  Department,  in  compliance  wiih  a  resolution 
bf  Ike  Senate  of  the  iOth  instant,  calling  for  in- 
formation why  the  appropriations  made  by  Con* 
gremat  the laat  session,  for  the  continuation  of  the 
jmastTQCtion  of  J*ort  Livingston,  La.,  had  riot  been 
applied  to.  that  object,  dbc;  which, 

On  motion  5>f  Mr.  BARROW,  was  ordered  to  lie 
oa  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legjslatnre  of  Ohio,  instructing  the  Senators,  and 
requeeiinn  the  Representatiree  from  that  State  to 
vote  for  the  immeaiaie  reneal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
whieh  were  referred  to  the  Jndiciajry  Committee. 

'  Alio,  joint  resolutions,  from  the  same  source, 
insirneting  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repre* 
aaitatlvesftom  that  State,  to  vote  for  and  obtain  tk 
Iftodiftcalion  of  the  post  office  laws,  so  that  news* 
papera  shall  not  be  charged  with  postage  in  the 
congressional  districts  in  which  they  are  printed^, 
that  the  Washingloneity  papers  shall  not  be  ehaiged 
with  postage  during  the  session  of  Congress;  thaf 
papers  printed  at  the  seats  of  government  of  the 
Iwtral  States,  almll  not  be  ehmged  with  postage 
daring  the  seseionaof  the  Legislature  of  the  StM 
in  wl^  printed)  that  documents  printed  hf  order 
of  Legtslatnres  of  States  shall  not  be  charged  with 
poitige  in  the  Statta  in  which,  ihey  may  be  ordered 
to  be  printed;  and  that  the  rates  of^  postage  be 
■mde  to  eeoform  to  the  Federal  coins  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

Mr.  ALltBN  presented  a  meuMfial  from  eiii- 
teaa  of  Cineinnati,  asking  Congress  to  make  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
ttto  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  the  memoiial  was  drawn 
1lp  with  great  care  and  ability,  and  related  to  a 
subject  of  very  general  importance;  and,  therefore, 
pioved  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.    Agreed  to. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citisens  of  Ohio,  prayk^ 
fiir  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  last  session,  authorizing 
term  of  the  district  oo^rt  of  that  Sute  to  be 


held  at  Cincinnati:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com* 
mittee.      

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  CALHOUN  presented 
memorials  from  a  large  number  of  persons,  who 
style  themselves  mechanics  and  workingmen  of 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  praying  for 
the  immediate  erection  of  a  floating  dock  at  the 
naval  station  at  Brooklyn,  on  the  plan  of  J.  S. 
Gilbert:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  roanufarturers  of  fur  hats  in 
the  States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, praying  such  a  modification  of  ihe  tariff 
law  of  August  last  as  will  dispense  with  the  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  on  unmanufactured  furs,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit them  free  of  doty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Msnnfsctures. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer  as  recommended  by 
the  Executive,  as  a  proper  basis  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  currency;  which  was  oirdered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest to  present  this  memorial,  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  being  an  advocate  of  the  object  of 
the  memoriaL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  relating  to  the 
claim  of  Thomas  M.  I&ett. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  to  complete,  according 
to  the  original  plan,  the  arsenal  of  deposite  aqd 
construction  authorized  by  a  law  of  Congress  to 
be  constructed  in  the  South,  and  which  Imd  been 
commenced  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carplina:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the  bank- 
rupt law  may  be  so  modified  as  to  dispense  with  its 
voluntary  features;  if  not,  that  it  be  repealed:  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  memorials  from 
the '  cities  of  New  Toii  i^nd  Brooklyn,  praying 
for  the  adoption  of  the  board  of  exchequer  re- 
commended by  the  Executive:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  to  be  taken  up  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
die  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  the  board  of  exchequer  recom- 
mended by  the  Administration:  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also^  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  isroe 
1300,000,000  of  stock  certificates  to  the  States,  on 
the  credit  of  the  public  domain:  ^referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finanoe. 

Abo,  prAeaied  a  petition  from  Christopher 
Doughty,  a  revolutionary  scMier,  in  which  he 
staled  his  services  in  very  strong  and  feeling  lenai, 
and  asks  Congress  to  grant  him  a  pensioni  referred 
to  the  Committee  oa  Pensions. 

Mr.  ORITTBNDBN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Saott  Campbell,  a  hiA'-bk)oded  Indian  of  the  Daoota 
nation,  praying  Coagrees  to  indemnify  him  for  the 
refusal  of  die  Senate  to  ratify  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington  of  3dth  September,  1837, 
allowing  him  8,006  acres  of  land,  or  money,  for 
oertain  services  to  the  United  States:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
f^om  Sarah  H.  Bacon,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
widow  of  the  late  passed  midshipman  Frederick 
Bacon,  who  was  lost  on  board  the  Seagull,  one  of 
the  vessels  in  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  allowing  her  the 
exua  pay  to  which,  by  agreement,  her  husband  was 
eatitlcid  for  his  services  in  the  South  Sea  exploring 


expedition:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BATES  |>resented  a  petition  from  Waily  A* 
Spencer,  on  behalf  of  Mary  Spencer  and  Mary 
Field,  praying  that  the  law  allowing  five  yearsfialf 
pay  to  widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  sol- 
diers may  be  revived,  $o  as  to  extend  to  them  a 
pension  for  life:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. 

Mr.  KSRR  presented  a  memorisl  from  one  lMn»> 
dred  and  eighty-five  inhabitants  of  Baltimore, 
oMstly  of  mercaaAile  forms,  praying  thai  the  bank- 
rupt law  may  not  be  repealedt  referred  to  the  Jtt» 
diciary  Committee.         • 

On^motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jndiehury  waa  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  citisens  of 
Harper^  Ferry,  praying  the  lesioratien  of  the  dvil 
snperintendeney  over  the  United  States  armory  at 
that  place;  and  from  the  further  constdeialion  of 
the  report  of  the  Seocelary  of  War  in  relation  to 
the  natmre  of  the  okntmetions  in  the  Bayon  Maa- 
cbac. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petitioa  of  Alexander  Commiags^  pf^jiBS 
for  allowance  for  extra  mail  servioe^  be  taken  inm 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Oomiaittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from  Isaac 
HopkfuS)  praying  indemnity  for  certain  of  his 
property  taken  into  the  sertice  of  the  United  States 
and  lost  during  the  Aevoltitionary  war:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  ladiana,  ur- 
ging the  passage  of  a  law  to  extend  the  benefits  of 
the  act  bf  Congress  of  Jone  7ih,.183i,  to  the  vol* 
nnteers  and  militia  who  were  in  the  service  agiUnst 
the  Western  Indians,  from  die  nominal  close  of 
our  Revolutionary  war  by  the  treaty  with  England, 
in  1783,  to  the  final  ck>se  thereof  by  treaty  with 
the  Indians  at  Greenville,  in  1795. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back^ithout  amendment,  the  following 
bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

No.  360.    An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Core. 

No.  692.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D. 
Gilson. 

No.  633.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hunt 
and  others;  and 

No.  638.  An  act  tot  the  relief  of  Robert  G. 
Ford. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  oomailtlee, 
with  an  amendment.  House  bill  entitled  '*An  net  tot 
the  relief  of  George  Randall,^  John  a  Haskell,  and 
ElishaU.Holmes.^' 

Also,  from  the  same  comasittee,  to  whisb  wan 
refen^  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Conrad  Hoase,  made  a  report  adverse  to  its  pas- 
sage; VUch  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reporled  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pcFv,  the 
bill  to  eoutinue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  approved 
the  9th  July,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  the  9d  of  March,  18^. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  Bfary 
A.  Zantzinger,of  the  State  of  Loufsiana,  widow  of 
the  late  Major  Richard  A.  Zatfbittger,  who  died  in 
consequence  of  i^ounds  received  in  the  late  war 
with  Grekt  Britain,  praying  for  a  pension:  reflened. 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  House 
bill  (654)  for  the  relief  of  Willlank  Fibre. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  adverse  to  the 
passage  of  the  House  bill  (357)  for  the  reUef  of 
Nancy  Tompkins,  and  reeommending  that  the  bOl 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back. 
With  anndor  aufeendments,  the  bill  providin|  for  tho 
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cttaMisimeiit  of  adtools  of  imiroctioQ  to  the  navtl 
mivlet  of  ihe  United  States. 

Al^Q,  from  tbe  same  commlttet^  mida  a  ra> 
port  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  adveiM 
to  the  passage  of  House  bill  (356)  fer  the  relief -of 
Uoyd  J.  Brjran. 

Also  reported,  from  the  same  commitlee,  a  bill 
m  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten;  which  was  read, 
ind  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  John 
P.  ]>Blnplaine,  a  natire  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
lepresentiDg  that  he  has  lost  more  than  a  million 
of  dollart  by  the  bankrapt  kw,  and  that  he  will 
lose  all  he  is  worth,  unless  it  be  repealed;  he 
tteefof e  prajrs  for  its  repeal:  refened  to  the  Jadi« 
citry  Committee. 

Bir.  WIUiIAMS,  from  theOommiUee  on  Naval 
AflaiiB,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
fof  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsay. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
(whidi  was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  adverse  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snsan  Brown. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
'  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with^  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bUl  to  revive  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  enable 
Dm  daiauntB  to  laode  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
Ccediags  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,**  ap- 
proved the  S6ih  of  May,  18S4;and  an  act  to  amend 
Hie  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act 
to  claimants  10  land  within  the  States  of  Louisiaoa 
and  Mississippi. 

Mr.  KKRR»  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  bade,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  ex- 
tending the  Patent  Office  to  9.h  street. 

Also,  from  the  same  comnKittee,  to  whii^  had 
been .  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  M.  Keller, 
praying  that  so  mnph  of  the  patent  law  as  prohibit- 
ed any  person  in  the  Patent  Office  from  taking  out 
a  rigbtforinventionsi  be  suspended,  so  as  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  the  patent  law  to  an  invention  of 
bis  for  propeHiDg  steamships,  report^  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  second  read- 
ings 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  Stew- 
art, cf  Washington  city,  administrator  of  Captain 
William  Walker,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle,  en  principlea^of 
jnstice  and  equity,  the  claim  of  said  Walker  for 
services  in  taking  a  delegaiion  of  Creek  Indiana  to 
Washington,  and  for  certain  expenditures  of  money 
on  their  account,  which  was  disallowed  him  by  the 
di4)ttrsiii^  officerst  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

.  Mr.  PHELPS  moved  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill 
No.  35,  te  authorize  the  f«ttlement  of  the  account 
of  Jeeeph  Noufs^  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  at  his  instance,  some  time  ago. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  as  in  eein- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  and  read.    No  amendment  be 
mg  offered,  it  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
when 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  so  mach  of  the 
bill  as  awards  interest  to  the  claimant.  He  made 
strong  obiiection  to  the  whole  principle  of  the  biU, 
which  had,  within  a  few  years;  become  a  practice. 
The  principle  was,  to  get  a  decision  of  the  courts 
in  favor  of  a  claim,  without  any  authority  from 
Congress  to  try  the  issue  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  WALKER  pointed  out  an  act  of  Congress, 
in  eoaformity  with  which  the  decision  in  this  case 
bad  been  made  by  the  coortSf  and  confirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  points  contended  throughout 
by  the  district  attorney.  He  said  the  intereat  al- 
lowed WAS  only  from  the  time  of  the  decision  in 
favor  of  the  claimant. 

Mr.  KING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  bis 
motion  to  strike  oat  the  portion  of  the  bill  allowing 
interest;  wbich  were  ordered. 

The  «)otion  resulted  in  the  negative-^yeas  16, 
nays  17« 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
i[es^  n  third  time. 

The  CHAIR  announced  that  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  week  was  next  in  order,  being  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  and  occupation  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon. 


Mr.  CaOATB  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Biiifoari  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  bill  being  passed  over  inforonlly 
till  to-morrow. 

No  diss^t  being  e^qpressed,  it  was  passed  over 
infohnally. 

The  special  orders  were  next  e$XM  op;  but, 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  an  appeal  to  the  Senate 
to  take  up  a  private  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Fillebrown,  jr. 

On  the  motion  to  take  up  this  bill,  a  quoram  did 
not  vote. 

Mr.  LINN  said  his  only  reason  for  voting  in  the 
negative  was,  that  he  thought  the  bill  would  inter- 
fere with  the  special  orders;  on  one  of  which  it 
might  be  the  desire  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Tappan]  1o  address  the  Seuate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  him  when  he  should  offer  the 
few  observations  he  bad  to  make. 

Mr.  PHELPS  explained  the  necessity  wbich  he 
conceived  existed  for  taking  «p  the  private  bill  he 
had  mentioned. 

On  the  qoestion  to  take  it  up,  there  were  14 
ayes,  and  14  noes. 

So  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  special  order  then  proceeded;  being  the  joint 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  ro  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  by  whom  it  had  been  introduced, 
explained  at  considerable  length  Its  objects  and 
necessity. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  followed  in  a  speech 
of  much  research,  pointing  out  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Government  of  this  country  and  that  of 
England,  and  showing  that  the  independence  of  the 
judges  in  Great  Britain  was  proper  against  the 
sovereign  power;  but  only  proper  here  against  the 
executive  and  legislative  power,  returning  to  the 
people  at  stated  times  their  legitimate  control. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  did  not  suppose  any  considera* 
ble  number  of  Senators  could  be  in  favor  of  any 
change;  and  therefore  conceived  it  unnecessary  to 
argue  the  subject.  He  merely  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  wbich  were  ordered. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAB— Me«n.  AlleD,  Benton,  Bacbunn,  Fulum,  Lino, 
Sevier,  fimith  of  GonnecUcot,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wilcox,  ana 
Woodbory — II. 

NAYS—BIeeere.  Archer.  Barrow,  Bates,  Benrlen,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafte,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  E^ani,  Graham, 
Kerr,  McDuffie,  Mangiinif^Mfller,  Merrfek,  Phelpe,  Porter, 
Rivea,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 
24. 

Senate  bill  No.  65,  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dicey,  was  then  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  Also  House  bill.  No.  397,  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Tucker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I^EVIER, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoiiOAT»  January  16, 1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petitions  of  L.*F. 
Wheeler  and  six  other  merchants  and  shipmas- 
ters of  Eastpert;  of  James  Moore  and  twelve  other 
merchantsiind  shipmasters  of  Machiatport;  and  of 
Barnabas  Arout  and  nineteen  other  merchanta  and 
of  shipmasters  of  Cherryfield— all  prayiac  for  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penob* 
scot  bay,  Maine;  which  were  refmred  to  the  Com* 
mi'tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PLUMER  presented  a  petition,  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  West  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  uneonditieaal  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr., REYNOLDS  presented  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  a 
section  of  land  to  each  male  inhabitant  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  &hall  emigrate  to,  settle  on, 
and  cultivate  the  soil  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon; 
which  petitions,  together  with  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  of  Alton,  in  the  same 
State,  upon  the  same  subjecti  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 


Mr.  WISE  rose  to  mrnud  two  BMmoriala— one 
from  citizens  of  BaiUBum,  and  the  other  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia— in  relation  to  the  ex« 
chequer;  which  he  moved  to  refer  lo  the  CoBunitlee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected  to  the  prezentatioB  of 
those  petitions,  and  to  all  other  bnainett  that  was 
out  of  order. 

THB  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  inquired  if  this  was  net  rse- 
olution  day,  and  if  resolutions  were  not  in  order  from 
the  State  of  Maine.  As  the  Speaker  was  un- 
derstood to  assent,  he  offered  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instraetod 
to  report  forthwith  the  following  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  act.  [The  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion simply  provided  that  the  bankrupt  law  <*be» 
and  the  same  ir,  hereby  repealed.*'] 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected  to  the  reoeptioa  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  TOLAND  was  alio  understood  te  ugt  aoaie 

objection. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  aad 
inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to  iatiodaes  a 
resolution  instructing  a  committee  on  a  sahjeet 
pending  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  replied  that  thia  was  jl  sepa- 
rate bill  altogether,  and  essentially  different  firoia 
any  other  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  ail  the  objeetiois 
which  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  moved  the  previous  queatiea 
on  his  resolution. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  81, 
nays  110: 

YEAS— Mearv.  AdaDw,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrevi,  Ar« 
nold,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Borden,  Brim  JiilJ« 
Bfowo,  Jeremiah  Brown,  CaUioiin,  ChUde,  Btaley  M.  Ouk^ 
Jamea  Ck>oper,  Cowen,  CraMton,  Craveoa,  Coelung,  DawMo, 
John  Edwarda,  Ererett,  Feasendeo,  Fillmore,  Geotry,  Giddiiiffi, 
Patrick  O.  Goode,  Granger,  Halated,  Henrr,  HowardjaodioD, 

SBDL  Joeepb  R.  logeraelll  Jamea  IrHn,  WUliam  W.lrv^ 
me8,John  P.  Kennedy,  KiBf,  Linn,  McKenoao,  TbooBaa  F. 
Marshall,  Sameon  Maaoo,  Mauiiot,  Malwell,  Maynanl,  Meri- 
wether, Moore,  Morgan,  OUver,  OakM>nie,  Peane,  P«odlaloa, 
Powell,  B.  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney.  Wm.  Piil^ 
James  M  Roasell,  Tnimaa  Smith.  Sollera,  BtokelT,  Siauoii, 
Richard  W.  Thompeon.  ToUnd,  Tomlioion,  Tripiett,  Thw. 
bum  Van  Reaaselaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  WaafainffCOB,  JoMh 
L.  White,  Cbriaio^r  H.  WilUama,  Joaeph  L.  WiUiaBB,  Waf 
Ukrop,Torke,  A.  Young,  and  John  Young— 81. 

NAYS-Meam.  LandaiT  W.  Andrews.  ArringtOD,  Athectoo, 
Barton,  Beeeon,  Birdaeye,  Black.  BoarJroan,  BMta,  Bnmm, 
Bronaon,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Charlea  Brown,  Burke,  Wttdam 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Wmiam  E 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruttien,  Gary,  Casey,  Cfai(i> 
man,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crofl, 
Daniel,  Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D.  DaTis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doif, 
Eastman,  John  C.  Bdwarda,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd.  ChailM 
A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  A.  Uwrence  Foatac,  Gocghi*  WWIaiBO. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Green,  Guatine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hopkha^ 
fTouck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Cave  Joboioo, 
Keim,  A.  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Uttfefield,  Lowell,  A.  McOMliD,  B. 
McClellan,  McKay,  McKeoo,  Marcband,  AlftyJ  Manhall, 
MathewaT  Mattodcs,  Medill,  MUler,  MiicbeU,  Morris,  Kew. 
bard,  Owaley,  Panneoter,  Partridge.  Payne,  PhuBen  Ramaw, 
Read,  Riding,  Reynolds,  Rhet^  Riga,  Rofeia,  JRoosavah, 
Sanford,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Snyoer,  Steenrod,  A.  B.  H. 
BtimrL  John T.  Stuart. Summers.  Sweney, '"-'-'  -  - 


So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  oa  the  table* 
*  The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
previoos  question. 

Mr.  CAYB  JOHNSON  called  for  tellefi,  end 
Messrs.  C.  Johmson  and  Jambs  were  tppointed; 
and,  having  taken  the  vote,  they  reported  91  in  the 
affirmative,  and  79  in  the  negative. 

So  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  wu 
seconded. 

The  question  recurred,  ^*Shall  the  mainquestloi 
be  now  puti** 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  niTv; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  115,  B171 
88,  as  foUowst 


ca.  Lftndaff  W.  Andrews  Arrinctont  Atbeito^ 
Barton,  Beeeon,  Bidlack,  Birdaeye,  Black,  Bowne,  Bm, 
Brewster,  Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charl^  Brown,  Barn, 
Wm.  Boiler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick' C.  CaldwelL  Wil. 
Uam  B.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Campbell.  Caruthers,  Carj,  Cissy, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  C(MP«g 


in,  WUliam  O.  Goods.  Gordon,  Green,  Gams, 
Owin,  Harris,  Hastiogs,  QolmeiL  Hopkins,  Hoack,  HoiWoo, 
Hobard,  Hnuter,  Jack,  Cava  JobMoo,  Kain,  Andrew  Kttot' 
dy,  LswH  UttMtold,  LoweU,  Abctham  MoCMkn,  Rotat 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


{«» 


HECIiHts,  .McKar.  Uucbud,  kllM  Huihall,  lUiUitm^ 
Hmu^  MxlllL,  MUlw,  MiukeU,  Mmi^  Nexhwd,  Dinar, 
OtHtej.PuOMOier,  Pin.idgB,  Pajna  Picknns,  Plunior,  Popo, 
lii™«T,  Rmd,  Htdlm,  Rejno!1fc  ItlK«.  RjwwielliBuiford, 
tkladn,  UtwtU,  Shuw,  ShiaKti,  Wn.  llmiih,  Sojder,  8pri«s, 
Butuod,  AtuuulBi  H.  U,  euuut.  Joha  T.  Biuui,  gnogej, 
IWi«/«rro,  John  B.  ThompfOo,  Jjcob  Tliainpwo,  Troi.l, 
Tim«r,  Wuit,  W«Ur»n,  Waller,  Wwhroot,  Vfits,  and 
WkxI-IU. 

KAITB-Uawa.  Aduna,  Allw,  BhariiKk  J.  Andnoa,  Ai- 
■"U  Ajciicii  Bakar,  BunanI,  BUli,  Bnacdman,  Borden, 
Britn  Niltoo  Brown,  Jsranlah  Bnvn.  Bornnll.  Cilhoun, 
Jata  CkBpk^,  Cbildi,  mir/  a.  Claiko,  Jubu  Cogpai, 
Chb],  CruHUHi,  Uniciui,  CwliiDf.  Davaon,  John  Edwutli, 
■nnu,  FeMcndsn,-  FlUmore,  Gatra,  OldJlne^  P.  O.  Goals, 
«nii«»  Sxtfltd,  Haorr,  UnAon.  Huh,  Jowph  R.  Ininmll, 
Jaaaa  Irdn,  WiUwm  W.  Inrto,  JAnwa,  William  Cw  Jahn- 
no,  ■'ohn_P.  KanuHly,  Kin^  laoj,    Linn,  McKanoiq,  !■' 


,— -.--, r-  ~ lisDM,  Wi „ 

TsrU  AagnaiaTaaiig.ud  Jolin  Yuung-EB. 

So  ibe  BooEd  ordered  the  main  ijuesiion  to  be 

B»»  put. 

Tbe  qnmion  wu  then  taken  on  ihe  re«o1aiioD  of 
Mr.  CurpoKDj  and  tks  jtaa  and  iiaTs  bating  been 
cvdered,  it  was  decided  in  tbe  affirmttiTe — jeas 
198,  Ufs  7B,  u  follows: 

7EAS-M«na.  Landafl'W.  Andnwii  Arriugloa,  Aibarum, 
Buun,  B«(on,  BIdlich,  BIrdHye,  Black,  Boardman,  BoHna, 
Bend,  Brcmur,  Bronaon.  Aaron  V.  Brnm.  Obatlea  Brown, 
Baika^WUUHi  BuUar,  Siwci  W.  Caldwell,  Fairick  C.  l^aM- 
>aU,Wi]lliB  B.Cuopbgll,  Thomaa  J.  Uampball,  Caiuihen, 
Carr,  Caaar,  Chapman,  ClimiTd,Cllnuin,  Colea,  CofquilL  M,  A 
Oooiiar,  CroH,  Dulel,  Oamii  Daria,  Richud  D.  Darla,  Dean, 

Jolme.riajTc.  A.FIoTd.  A.  Lawrence  Fueltr,OenlrT,  Oil. 
Der,  eoHtn.Wm.  O.  Ooode,  OoidDn.Srean,  Ouetlne,  Owln, 
Hurla,  HMlnm  Bolme^  HaptlDg,IloiKk,  Hanilan,  Hobird, 
HBDlM,^iacli,Osra  Joliuaan,  Kaim,  AiHlnwKsnDadj.Lswi*, 
niMcClel!>n,RDb»FiMcClelladMc- 


Jete^il  Uiwell,  . 
r,  >cSanu,  1 


I,  MaDuwi,  MaUDCta,  MedlU.   Mi 

NawDud,  (Hitar,    Owelai,     Pumoiil 

"■'■—    "'"-     ,    Pops,    froffit,   Rai 

S  SliB*,  Rngens  Riw , , 

-r,  Obepptrd,  Htalsld^  Wn,  BnuIh,BnvdaT, 


■cter.  ReTDi^^  S 
^  3aw.l^i«i.w._ 


Hileliall,  Horrk, 


d,  diokelj  Ale;.  U.  H,  Biiia 


Uusp,  lorks,  AuguHoa  Vaung,  and  John  VoUDf— 76. 

Ur.  B&RMA.aD  roM  for  tbe  pnrpow  of  aakiug 
(MM  dinettoDs  from  the  Speaker,  or  tbe  Hooae, 
IB  legaid  lo  bia  daij  ia  thi«  matter.  Be  andet- 
Mood  ttw  Honae  a»  having  passed  an  oider  ibat  ihs 
CoBtmiltec  oa  tbe  Jadiciary  shonld  bring  in  a  bill 
rpribwith  lo  lepeal  ibe  btulirtipi  law;  but  Ibere  was 
aiianding  lole  of  tbe  Hoaw  coodiciiDg  with  tbis 
oidar,  atiich  provided  ttiat  no  eoaiatiuee  »boald 
Ikold  ita  mtetinga  vbile  Ibe  Hsoae  wae  iu  teasioD. 
He  wubrd  to  know  how  be  was  to  aei,  ao  aa  lo 
atoid  a  breach  ot  ooe  or  ibe  oiber  of  ihete  roles. 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  that,  in  order  lo  relieve  iba  (en- 
tlenkAD  from  New  Vork  of  the  difficalij  he  bad 
nifflaied,  he  woold  more  that  Ibe  Cammiitca  on 
tbe  Jadieiuy  bate  Itave  lo  ait  during  tbe  titiinga 
of  Iba  Hooaa,  tilt  tbey  bad  performed  tbe  dnt;  a»- 
■i(ited  Ibem. 

Mr.  BAJINAKO.  Is  that  moiloa  in  orders  Mr. 
Speaker]    If  il  la  not,  1  aball  objrcl  lo  jL 

The  SPEAK RB  said  that  tbe  inoiion  waa  not  in 
ordei;  and 

Mr.  WISE  appefiled  from  that  decision.  He 
wonid  appeal  to  ihe  Home  if,  ahsr  the  role  jdbi 
ptan,  il  waa  a«t  tbe  dnt;  of  ibe  Committee  on  tbe 
Jiidieiarr  lo  repoii  ibe  bill  "fortbwiib." 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  called  for  ibe  jeaa  and  nays 
Mtbe  appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  moted  to  lay  ifae 
appeal  on  the  table;  and 

Ur.  CLIFFORD  called  for  Ihe  yeas  and  naya  on 
that  qoBMioD;  wtaicb  were  alao  ordered. 

Hi.  BARNARD  b«s««l  leave  loinqnireot  ibe 
QiBlr  if  tbe  r«ie  in  itfaid  to  ibe  meciinga  qf  ibe 


cemmllieea  dariof  ihe  seaaion!!  of  ibe  Honaedid 
not  Tf qniie  a  vote  sf  (wv-ibirdd  lo  be  ael  a>ide. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  antwered  that  it  did;  and  not 
only  Ibat,  bat  this  being  rraolatjoa  dajr,  ».itu)nl 
del»ie,  nndrr  tbe  rnlee,  it  woald  r«qaire  two  ibirds 
tp  sn^prnd  that  rule  alao. 

The  qnealion  waa  then  laben  on  layiDf  ibe  ap- 
peal on  Ibe  labia,  and  decided  in  the  aflroiative — 
yeaa  104,  naya91. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  continned  the  call  for  reaoln- 
tionafrom  ihe  Stale  of  Uaine. 

Hr.  LOWELL  oflitied  a  resolniion  toaniboriz« 
tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Jndieiary  to  ail  dniing  the 
■BEion  of  Ifae  House,  foi  Ibe  pnrpoee  of  taking  ibe 
necefaary  tiepc  to  comply  niib  the  reeolntion  i^  ibe 
Honse  directing  ihem  to  report  a  bUl  "forthwith" 
for  the  reptal  ot  ihe  banbmpl  lav.  He  alio 
Ions  q  Deal  ion. 

THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  tbe 
retolaiion  on  the  table.  [Load  ctiea  of  "Tbe  yeas 
and  nays,"] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  woiild  wiibdiaw  bia  reaotntion,  as  ihe  whole 
sobjecl  wonId  certainly  lequiie  some  diseaasion. 

Mr.  LOWELL  did  not  comply,  and  tbe  yeaa 
and  naya  were  ord'red)  and,  being  taken,  leanlted 
as  folio  wa—yeie  IT,  nays  105. 

So  the  letolntivn  was  not  laid  on  ihe  lable. 

The  qaeaiioo  Ihen  recarred  on  eeconding  tbe 
demand  for  the  previous  qneeiion. 

Hr.  W,  W.  IRWIN  inqalied  whether,  if  tbe 
demand  for  Ihe  previona  qoetdon  was  seconded 
and  the  main  question  waa  ordered  to  be  pni,  il 
would  not  reqalie  a  vote  of  two.thicdc  to  adept  tbe 
resolniion,  as  il  would  operate  lo  suspend  ihe  rule 
of  Ihe  House. 

The  aPBAKBB  replied  that  tbe  resolution  only 
provided  ihai  the  committee  have  leave  lo  sit. 

Mr.  READ  said  the  aSd  rule  directed  that  on 
Ihia  day  iMolnlions  ahonld  be  iutrodoced;  but  it 
alao  diiected  thai,  wheaa  resolution  was  imrodooed 
which  any  genlleman  widied  to  debate,  anch  leso- 
Iniioa  sbonld  tie  over  until  another  day,  and 
not  tntermpi  tbe  preaentaiioo  of  remlniiona  which 
no  genlleman  desired  io  debate.  Now,  ihe  chair- 
man of  ifae  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
eipreaaed  his  desire  lo  debate  this  qneMioDj  and  he 
(Mr.  R.)  aabmiited  whether,  aneh  a  deolarniion 
having  been  made,  the  reaolntion  meat  not  naeea- 
saiHIy  go  over;  and  whether  II  was  in  order  for  the 
genilemau  from  Maine  to  move  Ibe  previous  qaea- 

The  SPEAKER  replied  thai  the  genlleman  from 
Maine  moied  the  prerioua  question  before  Ihe  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  expieased  bis  wish  lo  de- 
bale  the  reaolation,  or  Lielorebe  [Ur.  Filluohk] 
was  even  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  raised  an  objection,  on  ihe 
ground  tbal  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  moved 
the  previous  question  before  hiaresolniion  was  read 
by  Ibe  Clerk,  or  had  even  reached  the  Chair. 

Some  conversation  enaned  on  ibis  point,  vbicfa, 
however,  the  Speaker  overruled.   - 

Mi.  BARNARD  called  (or  tellers  on  seconding 
Ifae  demand  for  the  previous  question;  but  he  an^ 
arquently  wiihdiew  it,  and  b  was  renewed  by  Mr. 
VOREB. 

Ueasrs.  Bsab  and  Popb  were  appointed  lel- 
leis,  and  they  reported  81  in  tbe  amrmaiive,  and 
79  in  tbe  oegalivti  ao  ihere  was  a  second. 

Tba  main  question  waa  then  ordered  lo  be  now 
put,  and  Ibe  resolniion  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
ayes  119,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

YBAS—MaKK  LandBTW,  Aadnw^Aniatln),  Athanon, 
Beooo,  BIdJact,  Biidaaja,  Blaca,  Bojid,  BrewMar,  Aaivn  V. 
BrDWD,Bgrl(i,Wiiliain  BuUer,  WilUunO.  BuOtnOrHn  W. 
Caktwell,  PuriLk  C.  Oaldwall,  William  B.  Camphall.  Thou- 
aa  J.  Campbell,  Cary,  Caaer,  Chapman,  Cliflhcil,  Cllnion, 
Colec,  Hut  A.  Cinpat,  Crsaa,  Dulal.  Rlclianl  D.  Da'la, 
Dean,  Dabeny,  Doao,  Doll,  Eaaunan,  John  C,  Edwarda,  Eg. 
ben,  John  a.  Floyd,  Chailaa  A.  Pli^  Pnrranca.  A.  !.•■■ 
ranee  Fealar,  OaDlry.  Gngghi,  William 
"-'— a,  SuiiIm.  Owln,  danb,  HaatloKa,  nu 
tlounon,  Hubard,  Uunlar,  Jack,  Caia 
Lllllxtald,  Lowell,  Abraham  NeCMIi 


Owtfer,    Pan_ _. 

FlnaMr,  Papa,  Fnllli,  KarBaar,  ; 
Rhau,  kin*.  Itocan,  uaaTell,  Sulbid,  Baundara,  San 
Bbaw.Bhappenl,  Shield  WiUKm  Smilh,  Bfirdtr,  ^ueni 
John  T.«iiian,fliimraen,  BimiarvTalla/eno,  John  B.  Ttaui 
•ao,  Jaaab  TiioiDpacD.  Triplru.  Tmui,  Turnat,  Waitl,  V 
laoDii,  WaUar,  WMhmok,  Wl«,  and  Wood-llE. 


.  .  Aduaa.  Alten,  Staidnnk  J.  AnlrMnt  tf 

crigg,  uUer,  BHion,  Blilr,  Boerdmu.  Bordaa,  Boua,  Bilac*, 
Bronieo,  Milina  Brown.  Jeremiah  Brown,  CalbiHiB,  CIiIQl 
Sttia*  N.  Cluke,  Gowaa,  CriaaUB,  Onnoa,  fitrrau  Onli, 
JohBBdwanla,Faa»ndaa,  Fillaoca,  GaM«  Otddliiw,  ptukk: 
O.  Oooda,  Oranger,  Oneii,  Hanry,  Howard,  Hafcsii,  Hnni,  Je- 
aenh  R.  Ingaraott  Jamaa  Inhi,  Wnikm  W.  Irwh,  Jaaa^ 
William  Coat  Johnaon.  Iwa  D.  Jonea.  John  P.  Kaniii^ 
King,  im,  Lam,  McSennaik  TbMBM  F.  Haiahall,  HelbkH, 
Maxwell,  KaynatiL  Moore.  Msriow,  Oatiome,  Peacee,  Pow- 
ell, BanJtmlaliaiiMI,  Randolph,  Kidgwar,  modnay,  WDIkm 
RawIl,Jamea  li.  KuaMI,  flaliooaM.  SMa,  Tripiw  BaM, 
tuaolr,  Buktly,  Batsmk  Akaaadar  U.  H.  Buun,  Rtahard 
W,  Tbampaon,  Toland.  Tomlliwn,  Van  Rrntariaar.  Walltce, 
Wiiren,  Waahmgum,  Edwetd  nrWhtle.  JoaaiA  L.  WUla, 
Chrlaiopher  H.  Willkna.  Joeanh  L.  Wllllama,  Wbilfan*, 
Yorke,  Augualua  Yoang,  and  John  Youn(-ei. 

BBUoVAL  0?  JONATHAN  ftOBBRTS. 
Mr.  PSaffiNDBN  offered  ibe  following  ma- 
lution,  and  moved  ihe  previona  qaeatioa  thereon: 
JleaolKd,  Tbatlha  Beeratary  oflhe  Treanrr  badlrecadto 

pralamd  to  the  dapanmeai  aaainal  JosalliaD  Haliena,  lale 


r  appoint  any  aobordl- 
rAltadalphlL  Alao,* 
ilm  from  iba  office  oT 

pCHealon  or  the  dciWunmi  telallDg  to  ihi  aDbJeela  embncad 
bf  Uiia  moluUon. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  ot^eateA  to  Ihe  rwep- 
lion  of  the  reeolntion  aa  out  of  order.  Aeeerdtef 
10  the  inle,  he  eonteaded  it  must  tia  oter. 

The  GFEAKER  anatajned  Ibe  objeetiou. 

Mr.  FBSaBNDBNcoUended  that  be  bad  moved 
Iheprevioos queetion  on  the  rasolntion. 

llie  SPfiAKBR  said  thai,  inasmuch  as  the  reao- 
lntion waa  one  which  ealleal  on  the  department  for 
tnformalion,  it  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  TOLAMD  iben  moved  a  saspcnsion  of  tba 
inlea  for  the  pnrpoee  ot  eonsidcring  il  at  ihia  time. 

Mr.  J.  B.  INQBBaOLL  naked  for  the  yeaa  and 
naya  on  Ihe  moiioni  and  tbey  were  orderciL 

The  House  rafnaed  lo  snapcnd  theratr^jew 
103,  nays  76,  (not  two  thirda,)  aa  follewr 

YEAS— HtHra.Adama,  Allen,  LandatrW.  Andrawa,  8bar- 
lock  J.  andrawa,  Arnold,  Aycrln.  Bahcock.  Bakar,  Baioud, 
Barton,  BIrdaaya,   KaeHrBlair,   Bor'—     "  -^  -    

B.: —    DTmain,  Hillon  Brown,  Jera ,  , 

.  Oanpball,  Thomaa  J.  CamplHll,  Carnihen 


Calhonp, 
Oarrau  BaTh^ 


WinCn  B.  Oanpball,  Thomaa  J.  Camnt 
Matt  A.  Coopet,  Cowan,  Crenaun,  Ct 
Debsnr,  Bvereu,  FtaMMeD,  PUImDra,  A.  La< 
Seniiy,Oouin,  Oiahain,  Onniar,  Qi         " 
Ronl,  .toa^^X  Ingenollj^  '"",?  J 

I^aiinll,  Hainard, 


wilhar.  Miiehell,  Howe,  Mol  row,  Oaboi 


,  Molrow,  Oaborne,  OwiteT,  Pearca, 
dn   ^n^lU  Kudalph,  RM(wa]p, 


So  tbe  lesolntioB  lies  over- 

BESOLDTIONB  OF  NEW  HAHP8UIBE. 

Ur.  BURKE  presented  the  resolutions  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  New'  Hamp^ire  in  relation  to  tba 
tariff,  Ihe  liankrnpt  law,  Ac.;  which  he  moved  be 
laid  on  the  lable  and  printed. 

After  objection  to  the  printiDg,  made  (but  raty 
arquently  wiihdrawn)  by  Mr.   BOTTS,  tbe  no* 

Mr.  HUDSON  oftered  a  resotntfon  lostrncting 
Ibe  Commilire  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into 
the  exjiedlency  of  bringing  In  a  bill  lo  refund  to  tbe 
State  of  Massachusetts  a  certain  balance  of  tbe 
sum  expended  by  her  for  tbe  senricee  of  her  mili- 
tia during  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Briuin. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  if  the  reiolQtion  Khonld 
not  be  refirrrd  lo  ihe  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  wbiob  had  heretofore  bad  this  sobjecl  nndec 
considecalioi. 

Mr.  BDDSON  acsgeawd  a  modilleUlon  of  hi| 


Muk 


CONORBSHONAL  GLOBE. 
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nt^^gMi  40  As  to  inetude  the  cliiiM  «f  ibe  Borfe  ] 

A^JOfiNSON  of  Marykoa;  asfced  (be  gcnile. 
vitflk  td  tgaJD B^o(l^^retdHiti(ni»  toas  to  ineMe 
t^e  dalixisof  tb^  BUitbof  SUryland;  whicb  was 
aisMd  ia,  and 

TjbeTeaQlutibiL  ag  modified  was  adopted. 
.  Wk^TtLLUTQHAdf  offered  a  reeolation  in- 
alradfog  the  Committae  oa  the  Jadieiary,  wbieb 
bad  JQst  been  directed  by  a  resotoUoa  of  tbe 
Soate  \Q  report  a  bill  to  repeal  tbe  baakmpt  act, 
aiM  4a  report  a  pro!^  to  said  bill^  tbactbitf  repeal 
shall  not  eziend  to  any  caae  which,  at  the  time  tbe 
act  goe^  into  effect,  shall  be  pending,  or  to  aay  pro- 
oeedingt  wbieb  have  been  legally  eomflsenced  trader 
the^atd  bankropt  aet 

Mr«  CLIFFORD  moTod  to  lay  tbe  fesolntion  on 
Iftie  table. 

Mr.  TIIXINQHAST  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays)  wbiob  were  ordered,  and,  on  takiag  tbe  qaea- 
iSonj  resniied  in  yeas  60^  nays  119. 

Illr,  ARNOLD  moTcd  that  tbe  House  do  now 
adiotim. 

Mr.  TILLINaHABT  ^d  other  gentlemen 
called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  qnestiom  tbe»  reeoned  on  seconding  die 
liemaad  Mr  the  pravioiis  question;  and  there  was  a 
second.  Tbe  audn  qoestion  was  also  ordered  to  be 
pot,  and  the  resohition  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Hoitse  then  adiotomed. 


IN  SI^ATE. 
ToasBiT,  January  17, 1643. 

Mr.  BYANS  presented  a  petition  from  Nancy 
Foleteesky,  widow  of  John  Polereesky,  late  an  of- 
ficer in  the  army  of  tbe  ReYolutioB,  praying  a 
pension:  referred  to  tbe  Oommitiee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  tbe  credentials  of 
tbe  Hob.  Charles  Q.  ATHvaroif ,  who  was  elected 
by  tbe  Legislatnie  of  New  Hampshire  a  Senator 
Iroim  that  Stale  for  six  years  from  tbe  4tb  of 
Bfarcb  next;  which  were  reed,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  tbe  filer. 

Mr.  CRAFTS  presented  joint  lesolniions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislatnre  of  Vermont,  askmg  tbe  re* 
1  tttbnrsement,  by  Congiess,  of  the  ezpenditiires  in* 
onrred  in  defendiag  tbe  frontier  towns  dnnng  tbe 
late  border  diffienlties  with  Canada:  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented^  memorial  from  certain 
cilixens  of  the  city  and  coimtf  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  early  action  by  Congress  on  tbe  subject  of 
tbe  onrreaey,  and  recommending  the  adoption  of 
tbe  plan  for  a  board  of  ezebeqner  recommended  by 
the  Ezecati^:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed* 

Mr.  BUCHANi^  presented  a  petition  from 
Mary  Hrng,  tbe  widow  of  Philip  Kcug,  a  re? (»lo- 
tiovary  soldkr,  praying,  the  renewal  of  the  act  of 
Jtoly,  163B,  granting  half-pay  pensions  to  widows 
ef  revoJotionary  oAeecs  and  soldiers:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  STBAMBOATS  ON  THB 
OHIO  AND  MISSISGHPPI  RIVERS. 
-Blx«  LINN  stated  that  be  ha4  been  requested  to 
preSbat  to  tbe  Senate  a  BMmorial  from  the  city  of 
St.  Loais,  in  Missouri,  signed  by  nearly  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  its  most  intelligent  siad  asefal  business 
menu  He  knew  maay  of  the  mtienaii  who  bad 
pat  their  names  to  this  memorial;  and  be  eould  as- 
sure the  Senate  that  the  utmost  confidence  was  due 
to  any  statements  they  endorsed.  Tbe  prayer  of 
tbe  memorial  is,  that  Congress  may  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  in^oving  the  navigation  of  tbe 
great  Western  riYers.  Tbe  memorialists  state  that, 
especially  iii  tbe  Missouri  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
within  tbe  last  four  yeam,  the  accumulation  of 
snags  has  been  so  great  as  to  reader  navigation  not 
only  dangerous  in  tbe  extreme  to  commerce,  but 
hazardous,  in  conaequence  of  the  great  number  of 
bves  lost  by  pmssebgers.  They  farther  state,  (hat, 
in  the  year  1839,  £ere  were  forty  steamboats  lo$t; 
in  1840,  there  were  forty-one;  twenty ninein  1841; 
and  in  1843,  twenty  eight,  lliese  boats  would  av- 
erage §35,000  each — making  a  total  loss  of  f3,- 
000,000.  But  this  is  not  alb  thtey  fartber  state, 
tbat.alinost  every  boat  engaged  in  ihe  Missoari 
tjfad^  luis  been  iojur^i  more  or  less,  by  snags,  tbe 


repairs  of  which  cost  about  |960;  which 
makes  a  total  loss  to  tbe  oommunity  of  |I»7I0,' 
000  in  the  oonrse  of  four  years.  They  also  say, 
that  about  460  steamboats  are  employed  in  the  trade 
of  tbe  Wesiem  rivers^  eighty-one  partly  or  entirely 
owned  in  St.  Louis  in  1841|  and  about  800  par- 
ticipate more  or  less  in  wbat  is  eaUed  tbe  St.  Loais 
trade.  About  one  hundred  boats,  they  si^,  are 
regularly  employed  in  tbe  Uade  o€  their  ei^— of 
wbieb  number,  iwenty-tbree  were  lost  in  1841,  and 
nearly  as  many  have  been  lost  in  the  paet  year. 

Between  the  11th  of  September  and  the  13th  of 
October  in  the  past  year,  (less  than  five  weeks,)  the 
following  steamboats  were  lost  between  tbe  city  of 
St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio: 
Sept.  ll.^Mentor,  at  Gk>ose  island-^>-boat  lost,  and 
part  of  tbe  caigo:  loss  -  -    |34,000 

Sept.  13,^New  Orleans,  sunk  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  tbe  wreck  of  the  Men* 
tor:  loss         -  -  -  •      45,000 

Sept  33.— Pre-emption,  sunk  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  tbe  Biettlor—boat 
total  loss:  loss,  including  part  of  tbe ' 
cargo  ....     35^000 

Same  day»-^Robert  T.  Lytle,  sank  in 
sight  of  tbe  same  place— the  boat  since 
raised:  loss,  in  cargo,  dee.       -  -        7,000 

Sept.  36.— -Fort  Pitt,  sank  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  wreck  of  the  Mentor:  boat 
lost;  cargo  partly  saved  •  -      35,000 

Oct  e.— Halt  of  steamboat  LoaisviUe, 

sank  five  miles  above  Cairo:  less  8,000 

Oct  7 — Osage  Valley,  strudr  tbe  hull 
of  the  LouisvUle,  and  sunk— boat  to- 
tol  loss;  cargo  partly  saved:  loes         •      40,000 

Oct  13 Eliza,  bound  to  New  Orleans, 

with  full  cargo  and  a  large  number  of 
passengers,  struck  a  snag  six  miles 
above  Cairo;  tore  tbe  bottom  out;  stmk 
to  tbe  hurricane  deck  in  two  minutes, 
.  and  between  forty  and  fifty  persons 
were  drowned:  loes  of  boat  and  cargo      50,000 
These  losses,  amounting  to  |334,000,  occurred 
in  less  than  five  weeks,  between  St  Loais  and 
tbe  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

'  Among  other  boats  Wtink  last  your,  they  name 
the  John  Perry,  Ctueen  of  the  West,  North  Alaba- 
ma, Vieksburg,  Pratte  Barge,  Nonpareil,  Lebanon, 
Corvette,  Amaranth,  Neptune,  d»B.;  all  valuable 
boats,  and  richly  laden. 

They  further  say,  that  tbe  most  formidable  ob- 
structions in  the  Western  rivers  are  at  St  Louis, 
or  near  that  place;  but  they,  net ertbeleas,  sympa- 
thize with  their  fellow- citizens  tl^ugbout  the  great 
valley  of  tbe  Mississippi,  and  feel  called  on  to  co- 
operate with  these  in  urging  this  honorable  body 
to  do  justice  to  the  West,  by  making  ample  appro- 
priations for  tbe  immediate  improvement  of  our 
rivers-*tbe  Missouri,  the  Ohio,  and  Upper  and 
Lower  Mississippi.  They  observe  that  they  can 
safely  say  that  the  commerce  on  those  rivers  and 
their  tributaries,  forming  twenty  thousand  nules  of 
interior  navigation,  cannot  amount  to  less^  at  tbe 
present  time,  than  two  hundred  millions  per  year. 
The  removal  of  snags,  tbe  clearing  of  logs  from 
the  banks  caved  in,  and  tbe  improvement  of  tbe 
harbor  of  St.  Louis,  (all  commenced  several  years 
ago,)  cannot  be  completed  unless  by  the  aid  of  the 
Government,  and  under  its  authority.  They  say 
that  the  rapids  of  tbe  Upper  MissiAippi  could  be 
improved  by  a  slack- water  navigation,  or  a  canal, 
which  would  enhance  tbe  value  of  tbe  public 
lands. 

This  subject  was  taken  «p  by  the  pepalalioa  of 
the  whole  valley  of  the  llississippl.  Every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  la  that  valley,  was  direct- 
ly interested  in  the  improvement  of  the  great 
Wettem  rivers.  This  population  must  and  will 
be  beard  on  this  important  matter.  He  could  not 
face  his  constituents  without  doing  all  in  tiis  power 
to  obviate  tbe  crying  and  melancholy  evils  com- 
plained of.  He  could  not  return  home  unless  be 
exerted  hinMelf,  with  all  the  ability  and  energy  be 
possessed,  to  procure  this  appropriatioa. 

Nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty bad  been  destroj^ed  in  less  than  four  years — 
a  greater  loss,  be  presi^ined,  tbab  bad  accrued  from 
sterm  or  tempeet  on  our  Atlantic  coast  This  can 
be  obviated  by  Congress  on  the  Western  watera,  11 


whilst  QodaUme  eaa  command  theatogn^of  iba 
gveat  deep.  The  groaleat  amoaat  cf  leae  will  be 
found  between  St.  Louis  and  tbe  mouth  of  the 
Ohio— a  distance  of  t  we  bnadredmilen.  A  aaagr 
boat  at  work  at  a  few  poinla  derigiipted  em^ 
phatically  "tte^mboat  gii^veyatdSg*'  waui^  have 
prevented  all  the  destruction  of  property  aad 
loss  of  lives  complained  o(  in  tbie  and  ether 
petitions.  Captaib  Sbraeve  erndtaited  oi^  jm 
al4  the  snags  that  formerly  obstmeled  ibsai 
points;  by  which  navigation  was  refidered  caflipa^ 
atively  we.  This  can  be  dene  again.  It  was 
vainly  hoped  that  iron  steamboats  weald  batre  in- 
sisted the  snags  and  sawyers  which  stand  in  some 
places  like  a  foreu  of  enormous  trees.  This  h$& 
been  tested,  and  found  wantii^.  The  Valley  Pbige 
iron  boat  was  lest  this  winter^  but  she  badjm  ua- 
derstood,  been  since  raised.  Soareely  a  Weslsni 
newspaper  can  be  taken  up,  in  which  aome  aeaoul 
of  a  (tesh  wreck  is  not  found.  Last  nSgbt*  be  ob- 
served in  one  tbe  loss  of  tbe  Henry  Clgytvaliied  at 
i40,000,  without  estimating  tbe  cargo.  Two  bna" 
dred  millions  of  dollars  are  involved  in  the  trade 
carried  on  by  steamboats  on  these  rivecs  thirty, 
millions  belonging  to  St.  Louis. 

He  said  be  held  in  his  band  a  pamphlet,  printed 
by  tbe  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  St.  Louis,  and 
drawn  up  with  eare,  ability,  and  onttb,  whidi  he 
thought  would  throw  some  ligbton  tbe  subjeati  aad 
be  would  ask  that  it  nugbt  be  refisned  lo  the  Oeah 
miitee  on  Commerce,  with  tbe  memorial. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  faUy  and  beait* 
ily  concurred  with  the  i|»emoriaiists,  as  well  as  m 
the  very  just  remaxks  of  his  friend  from  BClsMu^ 
The  lubject  was  of  great  importaaee  te  tbe  waole 
oountry,  but  of  special  consequence  to  the  Orsat 
West  He  had  long  thought  that  this  iaHtertatt^ 
matter  had  been  too  ifiueb  neglected  by  Oeogrets. 
Such  had  been  tbe  loss  of  property  and  sacriAot  ^ 
human  life,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  tbe 
Qevemment  to  remove  the  obetruotioBS  fimn  the 
Western  waters,  and  to  provide  aafe  faarbon  on 
tbe  Western  lakes,  that  there  was,  smd  weal4  be, 
but  one  voice  on  tbe  subject;  and  be  trwMd  and 
hoped  that  tbe  time  bad  arrived  for  efifbctif  e  action 
on  the  subject  Hft  might  net  live,  however,  peUt- 
ical^,  to  see  the  work  accomplished,  as  bis  ism 
in  the  Senate  was  about  to  ezpite;  but  b6  trusted 
that  Western  members  would  preas  the  aMtwr 
upon  tbe  attention  of  Congress,  until  tbe  natiga- 
tion  of  Western  waters  shall  be  rendered  cheap  aad 
safe  to  tbe  great  and  ineieasiog  oemaseree  of  the 
West.  He  would  not  go  into  tbe  details  of  tbe 
memorials  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Mis* 
aouri.  Tbe  facts,  however,  are  most  aiart^ag;  aad 
he  recommended  their  attentive  examination  to  tbe 
committee  to  whom  they  weie  rsfbned. 

BIr.  HUNTINGTON  did  net  rlae  for  the  p•^ 
pose  of  entering  into  discussion,  but  to  assttie  tbe 
Senators  that  tbe  subject  bad  not  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Sevenl 
memorials  were  before  the  committee;  and  all  be 
deemed  necessary  to  say  at  present  was,  that  tbe 
meet  anxious  desire  to  do  justice  in  the  matter  per- 
vaded the  committee. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  bis  satisfaction  at  die 
assurance  just  given  by  the  chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  (bat  tbe  subject  wovld  be 
carefully  considered.  He  rose  to  move  the  priaf- 
ing  of  this  memorial,  that  it  might  go,  with  others 
OB  tbe  subject,  to  that  committee,  in  the  same  laaa* 
nerand  form.  He  hoped  tbe  committee  wooM 
embody  all  the  facts,  information,  and  reaseot«g 
of  the  several  memorials,  in  one|  general  report, 
showing  tbe  extent,  importance,  and  value  of  die 
nayigation  of  tbe  Western  waters,  and  the  loss  of 
lives  and  property  occasioned  by  the  obetraotiOBS, 
for  tbe  removal  of  which  the  appropriatioB  is 
asked. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  conceived  that  these  mesie- 
rials,  instead  of  going  to  tbe  Committee  on  Priatbig, 
on  the  question  of  printing,  ought  to  go  to  the  doBh 
mittee  on  Commerce,  wbieb  could  select  stKb  por- 
tions  of  them  as  might  be  considered  most  iiapor- 
taot  for  printing. 

Mr.  BARROW  stated  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  investigate  aU  (bs 
papers  on  the  subject  ttferttd  to  it,  and  to  comUDe 
die  infooBatioa  and  facts  they  AuiMed  into  a 
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(wnlicfOH.  »reij  BMiberof  t*e 
«■  br  M  ka  «*nU  timne,  waa  veil  dMpeud  u- 
mbtn  »b]«Miii  Tiev.ftod  all  <rer«  ivu*  sf 
dwtaipMMMa  of  tba  uiigaiion  of  these  WeMera 
dMi^akd  irfikaMeeMitr  (m  doi«t  Mveihiag  lo 
'•RNl  Ike  Inim  Mttptuoed  of. 
'  Tkt  MnBittee  be4  wpaaeil  on  him  ihe  tuk  of 
coUeriBg  (he  maieiiele  aed  mtkiiig^  ep  the  report, 
wMtk  he  «as  U  piMekt  eB|M«l  Bpoti,  and  boFed 
«Mld  be-  mmIt  for  cncidcnuion  in  a  le«  daje. 
Vhw  ibe  r^on  t«  oonplewd,  ii  will  be  round  that 
Ihe  priuins  of  tluimem{iria],or  of  that  from  Cie- 
Auii,  tepkiaiely,  will  be  nM)eoeiaar]ii  as  all  ibat 
Aer  ewiMB  will  be  jntiod««ed  in  ibe  lepon  it- 

Mi.  CALHOUN  mU,  in  the  abeenee  of  a  np- 

rwMWiim  of  ibe  Sute  of  TenneeNe  in  ibie  body, 
he  iboBghi  U  proper  to  eaU  Ae  aUeDiion  of  ihe 
cewittet  lo  one  of  Ihe  mln  bnnohes  of  ib'a 
Miwiwirpi  rl¥ar,  «Ueb  bad  appteeBil;  been  en- 
flidr  Dterlooked:  be  alladed  to  Ibe  Tennestee  river. 
Tbu  river  wm>,  he  beli«*«d,  of  inoi*  imporiaoee 
ihaa  anj  oiber  of  ibe  bnaehea  of  the  MMwippi, 
viih  Ibe  ezoapian  of  ifae  Ohio.  Thaia  were  bo 
lea  lUan  eiz  Statee  inieresied  in  the  navigaiion  of 
ihai  rirer.  It  was  a  lar|ei  etrenm  iban  lb:  Ohio, 
aad|if  the  eaiMexpeaae  were  beetewed  apon  ii, 
at  opM  Ibe  Ohio  lirer,  he  woold  noi  be  U  all  enr- 
pttnd  to  M«,  in  Ihe  eourae  of  lAi  jean,  iha  com- 
■eree  npoa  that  rifer  ezeeed  that  of  the  Ohio. 
He  hoped  ibaithe  laieresto  of  Teaaeaaee  woold  noi 
be«Uo««d(o  taffcr,  in  eooeeqnoitM  of  haviag  do 
repreeemation  here;  bw  ibai  ibe  oomaiiiee  woald 
■ii^iia  bow  far  lUifraw  rirer  was  entiiled  lo  iheli 
.■UesUoo;  and  thai  Ittj  woald  eetablLsh  some 
piiadple  npoa  wbioh  ihe  nav^iioa  of  ihete  ;rtai 
iBiataal  aeae — for  inch,  to  all  imenu,  iher  w«r^— 
ini(hl  be  improTed;  and  to  see  bow  far  this  great 
Tiier  waa  entitled  to  ibeli  aiicBtlon,  on  the  Erinci- 
plejhaeaMsbliBbed. 

He  believed  the  tine  wai  bdI  fai  dUiani  whaa  a 
larp  pioportioa  of  tbe  comnerce  of  the  Miseis- 
•irpi  woald  '  page  ihrongh  ibis  chaniKL  Tbern 
war  aJieadj  w  proeeM  of  caneUDoiioii  a  railroad 
cooaeeiiDf  the  dty  of  Sanonab  with  the  Tfennes- 
Nt  rim— a  verjr  eonMdeiable  piuiian  of  wUdi 
«M  DOW  asarit  eompieled,  being  graded,  and  ready 
to  nccive  the  Iron.  It  woald  require  balnnallex* 
pei^  to  op«a  a  coDiinoDiis  road  from  Ctiarlesion, 
in  Iha  one  aide,  to  tbe  Tennesaee  rirer  on  Ihe 
ether,  vhieli  wenid  afibrd,  at  all  laasons  U  ihe  jear, 
a  mote  epeedr  oonmunioaiioa  than  any  lioe  apon 
theAilaatiecoaiL 

Mr.BBHTON  raee  lo  iaviie  the  aiKaden  of  ibe 
w— itw  to  the  approptialioa  oftlOO.OOO,  made 
aiMha  lasi  aeeeion  of  CoBgreee,  for  removiif  ob- 
•Kaeliefla  ia  tbe  Mi^Mtppi  riTer,  aad  other  gceai 
Wealera   rivers.    He  read  tbe  approprlaaon,  in 


teUMOuri, 

ndllwuand 


ObJo, 


■fertariidiaceod  npeirii«  I 
iTi^  wihslBRnnoHeBoa 
ud  arnoHt  riTars,  on*  baiidnd  ibouand  dutltra, 
SmigoortaeBMniHTOfWiriuidfarUM  piMerrmuw  ing 
npttnofpsbUeiniTkibarMaRmcooilncudlbcihaliafinrB- 
ant  at  hutair^  tblny  Ifaouiwid  dollin." 

The  appropiiaiion  for  ibe  rivers  (Mr.  B.  said) 
was  made  oa  the  molion  of  ibe  Senator  fiom  Keo- 
toekr  fkrthesi  on  ibe  other  side,  [Mr.  Cnimv 
vuil  and  be  would  wish  Ihe  commiiiee  to  taut- 
tain  bow  far  it  had  been  applied. 

He  (Hr,  B.)  had  been  on  the  Hiseiraippi  and 
lAawDri  finei  the  approprUtioa.  Tfail  was  made 
in  Aiunit,  and  be  had  been  on  the  liver  in  October 
and  HoTember;  at  which  lime  be  eanr  no  emploj- 
meot  of  these  snag-boats.  The  dtatruelien  of  tbe 
eoBunerelal  boaie  was  Ihe  gieaieit  that  erer  was 
known.  He  bad  parsed  one  (the  ElUa)  immedi- 
ately after  its  Ims — the  top  was  Tiiibte  aboie  the 
water— and  where  forty  lires,  to  say  noihing  of 
property,  were  sapposcd  to  be  lost.  It  wat  ago- 
alatag  lo  beheld  the  snrrivors  wandering  among  ihe 
ireee  on  ibe  shore,  consamEd  by  frief,  and  liaeer- 
log  at  Ihe  spot  where  dte  dearest  -of  objects  had 
IBM  ID  &a  bottom.  He  saw  Ibis  soon  after  il 
happened.  It  wea  one  ol  nnmeron*  ineiancei; 
abdnotoaly  Cariher  ippiDpriatioaa  irere  needed, 
bat  it  was  well  lo  know  how  far  the  one  of  the  last 
,    iffrtw  bA^  t>««a  applied. 

Hr.  WALTER  called  ihe  attention  of  the  eom- 
BiiW  10  a  MTlgable  uibniiry  of  Ibe  Hiasitsippi 


(ifer,  flowing  600  miles  tbruagh  a  country  that 
faciiisbed  a  larger  contribution  of  cotton  10  the 
commerce  of  the  Sonih,  Iban  either  the  TflDneatce, 
Ibe  £ed  river,  or  the  Arkansas.  He  alladed  lo  the 
Yaaoo  rirar.  If  the  attention  of  the  commitiee 
was  to  be  directed  to  the  improTemenis  of  the 
riyers  jost  mentioned,  he  should  require  an  ez- 
tenaioB  of  the  app^prlation  (or  Ihal  purpose  to  ihe 
neceeeary  improeenents  of  the  Tazoo.  Mi.  W. 
enlered  inlo  a  rarieij  of  delails,  sbowinglbe  im- 
portance and  ralne  of  the  navigaiion  of  the 
Vaioo  river  and  its  connecliDg  rirerf  and  passes. 

Hr.  CHITTENDEN  nid  be  regrelled  Ibat  any- 
thing  like  diepniBiitn  shonld  occur  at  Ibis  early 
Slate  of  the  IraeiBess,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  im- 
proveaients  to  be  made,  and  as  10  the  rivers  to  be 
improved.  He  hoped  thai  somediiDg  would  be 
done  in  relation  to  tbe  great  rivers  of  the  West — 
Ihe  Mlssisiippi  and  the  Ohio,  and  perhaps  some 
oiben;  bnt  if  they  were  going  10  inclade  alt  the  in- 
ferior streams,  it  was  peifecUy  evideat,  as  bad 
been  well  said  bj  the  Seaaior  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Eiao,]  they  woald  not  be  able  lo  iMislate  upon  the 
subject  at  alL  Tbe  Uiasisaippi  and  ibe  Ohio  rivers 
were  to  tboee  States  whose  bonadaij  Ihey  formed, 
what  the  Mean  was  to  our  Atlantic  brethreoi  and 
it  would  be  fonnd,  npon  examination,  lhai  there 
was  a  greater  amonnt  of  commerce  upon  those  riv' 
en  than  ppon  the  whole  Ailantie  eoait.  These 
rivers  were  our  great  inland  ocean,  and  we  bad  as 
mooh  right  to  claim  the  asaisunee  of  this  Qov 
ernmenl  aa  those  living  upon  tbe  Atlantic  coast 
had.  He  did  not  dedre  10  see  public  aiien- 
tioQ  drawn  off  from  those  rivers  which  were 
important  in  themselves,  lo  those  of  comparatively 
lees  imporianee.  He  hoped  the  commitiee 
which  had  charge  of  the  subject  wonld  confine 
Ibemselves  lo  tbe  graal  object  of  tbe  improvemeal 
of  these  large  rivers.  Tiiis  would  be  sufficient  lo 
(Dgafe  iheir  atieaiioD  for  tbe  present',  and — as  Ihe 
genikman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Ewe]  bad  well 
said — beraafter,  when  their  means  wonld  enable 
them  to  do  so,  it  would  be  proper  lo  tarn  their  al- 
teniion  ta  the  smaller  rivers.  Upoa  tbe  same  piin- 
oipio  npon  which  the  attention  of  Congress  was 
demandod  lo  tba  Yaxoo,  a  hundred  other  streams 
would  claim  attapLioo.  Tmit  were  in  the  Siaie  of 
Kentucky  two  m  three  rivers:  there  was  Qreea 
river,  Eentncky  river,  and  Licking  rivet — 

[Mr.  BDCEUNAN.  And  Salt  river,]  ' 
—all  ihese  to  be  improved  hy  the  Stale  itself,  at  an 
expense  of  millions  of  dollars.  He  hoped  the 
coamiitee,  for  Ibe  pnrpoce  of  rendering  eSeninal 
BuythiDK  which  ib^  might  do  itpan  ibis  anblect, 
woald  eoalna  ibetr  aiientfon  to  tboae  rivers  which 
partake  of  ihe  eharacKr  of  national. 

Hr.  WALKER  ibouiht  this  a  quesiion  of  as 
great  importance  as  eoald  come  before  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Commerce,  "nie  navigation  of  these 
great  inland  channels  of  commanleation  with  tbe 
ocean,  furnished  more  produce  for  rxporlarion  than 
tbe  Atlantic  coast,  ou  which  so  many  millions  bad 
been  expended  for  the  alleged  benefit  of  com- 
merce. He  pointed  oat  the  vast  sums  expended 
for  the  mere  survey  of  lb»i  eoast,  and  conirasird 
the  amount  6t  expenditure  yet  required  to  eompteie 
it,  and  for  which  appropiiatlons  were  cotaiinnally 
solicited  from  Coneress,  with  the  amount  required 
for  improving  the  Western  waters,  which  it  seem- 
ed so  diffieull  loobtain.  He  did  not  wish  il  lo  be 
understood,  that  il  no  appropriation  was  aade  for 
the  Yaxoo  river,  be  wonld  oppose  tbe  appropriation 
for  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivere;  but  what  he 
meant  to  say  was,  Ibat  il  ihe  Tenueesee  and  other 
rivers  are  Introdnced  into  ihe  meaeure,  he  wonld 
iasisi  on  ifae  superior  dalma  of  tbe  Yswo. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  application  now  made 
from  St.  Louis  waa  for  ihe  application  of  the  pe- 
culiar remedy  iavenlad  for  ihe  riven  with  falling  .in 
banks)  and  it  would  be  injurious  10  the  object  to 
complioaieit  with  a  general  inquiry  into  the  pro- 
priety of  improving  all  the  Western  rivers.  These 
rivats  were  of  different  characters,  and  required 
different  model  of  imptovement.  Those  with  fall- 
ing-in  banks  and  sofV  bottoms  were  obetincted 
chiefly  by  logs  aad  trees.  Those  tvith  pemanent 
banka  were  obstraetid  chiefly  by  rocks  aod  bard 
bars,  ^of  naob,  adiffarant  iraalment  was  required. 
Tba  laag-hoai  had  bean  iovenud  twelve  or  fiftoes 


yean  ago,  for  the  femoval  Cf  \6fa  and'^eeriaact 
the  applieatien  new  was  to.  cotolnue  to'tfHjWJr 
ibem.  Tlie  Mis<il<-Eippi;  flie  -  HKetmfi,-  'the'^Ud 
river,  and  tlVe  AiklttsaSjjWere  ^bt'prhiplphVifVAa 
which  rfqiifred  ItieiJi.  Tbe  Ohio  rvVirM'thedi  fn 
a  lessdeeree,aB  tfie;e  ^etv'bst  (ftWHantMi  lagsor 
trees  in  it.  Its  Mnts  we(^  pehmaDeDi,  aud  -pre* 
rented  no  examples  of  the  acres  of  land  felting- In 
at  once,  wlih  all  iheir  Vnt'lfees  upon  i'.  Which 
were  seen  upon  ibe  lirtH  tttrh  hlflvg-qn  banks. 

He  (Mr.  B.) 'was  very  willing  that  the  "l^eonts- 
eeo,  and  other  rivets  shoojd  reiieive.  I^e' ipiptove- 
meni  soiiable  to  i 
clog  tbe  piasent  aj^ 
latiott  to  them.  I 
gture  snag-boaisj  1 
waa  for  the  snag-bc 
ibey  shonld  be  u 
wherever  they  cot 
be  la^,  to  have  tl 
immensa  trees  from 
«onld  not  go  Into  si 
they  should  go  whe 
first  go  to  tbe  grtai 
life  and  property^ 

Hi.  SEViBR  poiolad  otK  that  tbe  appropiiatioB 
DOF  saaght  foe  was  to  remove  suga  ia'Jha  rivers 
where  tbey  formed  sttehdaageBnae  i«weJia>enta*o 
■avicat'oti.  Tbe  oiber  riven  to  nrbietngeulemeit 
^Med  w«aa  sot  impeded  by  tmap  or  aavyars; 
tbe  improvcnents  they  mi^i  nqaita  ww  alto- 
gether of  a  diff'aieBt  obaiaMer.  ^ 

Mr. CALHOmr said.  In  refamwe  lo-lbe  im- 
prove n  en  t  of  tbe  Taaaeeiee  river,  he  bad,  at  th« 
last  session  of  CoDgreee,  been  charged  wiib«<me- 
morial,  very  nnmerctnly  sigaed,  ptsylag  ibki  ttat 
Important  river  night  be  putupoa  eiaeily  tbosamo 
footing  as  the  o^r  great  branebos  of  ibo  Bfissis* 
sippi.  The  nnmorihlw«s  referred  Ma:cmsBitiee, 
but  he  believed  no  aeiion  had  been  labta  i^n 
it.  He  would  not;  perhaps-  b*va  thoaphi  it 
necessary  to  take  so  IWdy  ^ait  iwwrtet  itt 
the  subject,  bad  his  not  been  partfcnlarly 
solicited  by  the  memorOiNni  to  bring  thp  matlec 
under  the BOlioe  of  dte  Seaala.  What  hedeaftad, 
therefore,  at  preseni,  war,  that  whatcMr  ->pfln- 
cipte  sboald  be  applied  to  Ibe  iMbet'  Impetlant 
branches  of  UieHissMppt,sbaaMbeapplied  lalfaia 
also.  Heclafmed,onbebalfoftbemaoMflaIiels,that 
shonld  adopt-'aome  broad  ptnefpte 


bruohes  of  tbe  Hiasitsippi,  and  1 

Mr.  BARROW  said  be  wonld  add  one  addi- 
llonal  remark  10  wh>t  he  had  said  when  Ant.np. 
He  certainly  did  rmt  desire  to  proiraol  ibia  deanl* 
lory  conversatiobal  debate,  bechnse  he  Iheagfat  it 
WES  allogelher  mistlmedi  bathe  tbooght  ilhtridaly, 
in  order  that  Senators  might  not  snppoae  thai  bo 
bid  omitted  to  take  notice  of  their  supgettiotis,  or 
Ibat  he  bad  any  dftposilion  to  overJoob  this  im- 
portant sireim  to  trhich  they  bad  called  Ibe  aiten- 
lion  ol  Ibe  committee  Of  tba  Benale,  to  make-ibia 
sinitle  remark:  tbai  the  Commiitae  en  Commarea 
bad  before  It  memorials  from  tbe  West,  and  from 
the  BiEi,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriatioit 
for  the  improvement  of  die  navigaiion  of  tbe  Btia- 
cissippi  and  Ohio  riveiv;  aiid,V  somao^tbem. 
tbe  Missouri  was  also  Inolnded.  TlieM  memorials 
had  be*  n  banded  over  by  the  committee  10  Urn, 
[Mr.  Biaaow,]  for  examination,  and  in  order  Ihst 
he  might  make  a  report  apon  them. 

He  believed  the  commitiee  were  bcwnd  to  report 
upon  the  subject  as  it  bad  been  submitled,  and  that 
they  bad  no  right  to  enter  into  an  inqniir  wbatiMr 
aa  app  re  prist  ion  oughi  to  be  diide  at  this  srsdon. 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Tenntesee  and  Ifae 
Yazoo,  or  iny  oiher  than  tbose  which  had  been 
specially  submitted  to  Iheir  considerttion  1^  thft 
memoriiUsls.  He  would  ask,  was  it  a  reaionablo 
eipeclBlion  that  the  commlMeeshoald  go  into  Ihtt 
broad  subject  of  improvemeat,  unless  specially  ia- 
siructed  so  to  do!  He  would  net  have  troubled 
the  Senaie  with  this  addition al  remark,  had  be  iwt 
apprehended  ibal  Ihe  Senator  Iram  Sonlh  Carolina 
and  ihe  Senator  ftom  Mississippi  might  supposa 
that  tbe  committee  had  oveilooked  importaiH  «a^ 
ISTs  to  which  their  atteatioii  Iiad  bees  tailed.  '' 


u$ 
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The  memoriiil  wis  ibeu  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr^  TALLMADQE  presented  a  memorial  from 
» large  number  of  persons,  of  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  praying  for  the  immediate 
erection  of  a  floating  dock  ai  the  na^al  station  at 
Brooklyn,  on  the  plan  of  J.  8.  Gilbert:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  city  of 
I7ew  York,  rtmonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
l^ankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
JadiciaiTy. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  for  a  board  of  eTcheqaer  recommend- 
ed by  the  President:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Apalachioola,  Florida,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  establishiog  Itght-hooses  en  Cape 
St  George  and  Cape  San  Bias;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Mr.  T.  said  that 
this  memorial  had  been  on  his  tsble  for  some  time, 
bnt,  in  conseqnenoe  of  indisposition,  he  was  unable 
to  present  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  of  the  citizens  of  East  Teones- 
see,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee  riVer;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B£NTON  presented  a  petition  from  CapUin 
John  Moore,  praying  the  pjayment  of  his  accoupts 
as  commissary  of  swistence  of  certain  Missouri 
n^ilitia;  which  was  ireferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  signed  by  a  number  of  peisons,  in 
which  they  say  that  it  is  their  belief  that  the  (so 
called)  bankrupt  law  is  nnoonsUtntional  and  de- 
structive of  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and  pray  for 
its  repeal:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also,  presented  a  memarial  from  a  number  of 
inhabiianis  of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  who  were 
residents  on  a  military  reeervation,  complaining  of 
the  deetmetion  of  their  property  by  a  United  States 
oflleer,  in  consequence  of  not  obeyiog  his  order  of 
removal  from  said  reservation;  and  asking  a  settler 
ment  of  their  claims  for  the  loss  of  this  property, 
and  for  the  loss  of  tl  eir  land,  which  was  covered 
by  the  reservation  alluded  to:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  he  had  intended, 
on  yesterday,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  he  conceived  to  be  another  error  in  the  print* 
ed  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Rivxs]  on  the  British  treaty,  in  secret  session;  but 
the  Senator  was  not  then  in  his  seat.  It  was  his 
intention  to  do  so  to-day;  but,  as  the  morning  hour 
had  expired,  he  would  not  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  Senate,  but  would  poitpone  doing  so  till  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr.  BAYARO,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
marine  corps;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  thai  he  had  been  directed,  by 
the  same  committee,  to  report  a  bill  which  was 
connected  wiih  the  great  subject  under  discussion 
this^orning— the  improvement  of  harbors  and  iiv« 
ers,  to  give  facility- to  commerce.  It  was  a  bill  for 
the  survey  and  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Mem* 
phis,  Tennessee,  with  a  view  of  establisbifig  a  na- 
vy-yard and  naval  depot  at  that  place.  He  had 
keen  direeted  to  report  that  bill  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  tecommendation  that  it  be 
pafsed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Truehart,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  daring  the  revolutionary  war: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  Senate,  insirnciing  that 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re 
taining  the  organization  of  the  four  companies  of 
light  artillery,  and  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  aci 
of  last  session  respecting  the  reorganization  of  the 
army,  which  provided  that  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoons  should  be  convened  into  a  rifle  regimeaf, 


reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  portions  of  the  act 
entitled  ^'An  act  respecting  the  otiganization  of 
the  army,  and  for  other  purposes,**  approved  the 
33d  August,  1843;  whidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Dr.  Boyd  Reilly. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, praying  for  the  establishment  of  the  ware- 
housing system;  which  was  ordered  to  b^  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  (he  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  admitting 
railroad  iron  free  of  duty,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Petersburg  lUilroad  Company;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  an  assistant  collector  for 
the  port  of  Baogt^r,  in  the  collection  district  of 
Belfast,  Maine;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  the  northern' 
boundary  4ine  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union,  on  the  conditions  therein  express^ 
ed,"  approved  Jnne  15, 1836,  made  a  report  favor* 
able  to  itsps^sge;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment.  House 
bill  (313)  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  sales  of 
land,  with  the  improvements  thereon  erected  by 
the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  their  agents, 
s  teachers,  farmers,  mechanics,  and  other  persons 
employal  amongst  the  Indians. '* 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison  Young,  and  Benjamin 
Young. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment.  House  bill 
(463)  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks;  and  House  bill 
(389)  for  the  relief  of  John  Javias. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Re»olvedf  ThatthePoitmuterOeDenUbe  directed  to  com' 
municate  to  the  Senate  a  aiatemeot  showing  ttie  number  of 
existing  contracts  with  railroad  eompanfea  for  the  transporta> 
tionof  the  mail,  and  the  pric^  established  to  be  paid  for  said 
serrice,  under  each  contract;  and  also  the  amount  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  orereach  of  said  routes  the  year  pre- 
Tioos  to  thecoDUact  with  the  respecUve railroad  companies. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Joseph  Nourse. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dyson;*'  and 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Tucker.»' 

The  PRESIDENT  ftro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  5ih  instant,  a  statement  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion  since  1834;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, was  ordered  to  be  printed.    Then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuisDAT,  January  17, 1843. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  citizens  of  the  city  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  representing  that  the  commerce  and  business 
of  said  city,  together  with  that  of  the  flourishing 
and  thrifty  towns  of  Bloomington,  Davenport, 
Rock  I^and,  Galena,  Dubuque,  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  the  country  around  them  on  either  side 
of  the  river,  embracing  the  tnest  portions  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  and  the  Territories  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin,  is  subjected  to  a  most  burdensome  tax 
in  the  increased  price  of  freights,  occasioned  by  the 

1  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Bljssissippi 
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river  at  the  Des  Moines,  or  Lower  Rapids,  and 
earnestly  urging  on  Congress  the  great  iaapananaa 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  remove  said  ah-' 
structions:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce* 

Also,  a  pedtioB  for  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Me- 
chanics' Mutual  Aid  Association  of  Iowa  city,  far 
literary  and  scientific  purposes:  refetred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publie  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  dtiiena  of  the  minaiml 
district  in  Iowa,  praying  a  speedy  sale  ef  the  min^ 
ral  lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PniUic 
Lands. 

Mr.  READ  of  Pennsylvania  presented  two  peti- 
tions, signed  by  sundry  citizens  of  PeansylvaBia, 
prayina  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  bill:  ref<mfd 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GREEN  offered  the  following  reac^Hos: 

■  'Resohedy  That  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Means  tw  in. 
structed  to  inQuire  into  the  expediency  of  brinfinf  in  a  Ufl  «p* 
propriaiing  a30O,OOO  per  year,  commeneinff  tbe  pumni  year, 
and  to  be  continued  for  the  uDsuiog  ten  yean,  to  tie  applied  to 
the  removal  oftheobstructioasin  the  Weetem  waters,  and  1M 
under  tbe  ctmtrol  of  (Im  Secretary  of  War;  and  report  le  dris 
House  with  tb«  ibost  ooovenient  despatch. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  was  ab^ut  to  re- 
port a  bill  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  GREEN  proposed  that  the  House  dKMdd 
adopt  his  resolo^n. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  reaohition 
adopted. 

Mr.  H.  DODOE  introduced  ^<A  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  on  the  western  shores  of  Lalce 
Michigan.'* 

Twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  • 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  the  printing  of  tbe  sub- 
stitute for  the  exchequer  plan  now  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  desired  to  present  m  me- 
morial in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Chio 
and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules;  but  the  House  reft»ed  to 
suspend. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  fbr  reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivera, 
and  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road,  for  tbe 
half  calendar  year  ending  June  30, 1643,  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1844. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  same  comasitiee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  laying  down 
iron  actually  imported  for  railroad  eofl^waiei. 
Mr.  P.  suggested  tha^  it  would  not  be  neceseary 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and 
that  it  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table:  agreed  to. 

CLERK    IN   THE   SECOND   AUDIT0Rn9 

OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEEISOLL,  from  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  joint  resolutiom 
for  the  continuation  of  an  additional  clerk  in  the 
Second  Auditor's  Office;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne,"  without  amend- 
ment: twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CO  WEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  A.  Kellj:  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GIDPINGS,  from  the  same  conunittee, 
made  sundry  adverse  reports. 

PROPOSED  MEETING  AT  TEN  O'CLOCK. 

Mr.  COWBN  reported  a  resolaiioB  that  tiM 
House  shall  meet,  on  Friday  and  Saturday  next, 
at  10  o'dock,  for  the  transaction  of  private  biirtarsa, 

Mr.  O;  moved  the  previeos  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  but  the  House  rtfaiei  to 
second  it. 
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Mr.  TURNBY  mortd  to  lay  tbt  resohittoB  on 
tftolibli. 

Mr.  COWBN  uMi  for  the  foaa  mid  luijs  ob 
Ibenoiioii.  * 

TliB  House  refosed  to  ordtr  tbem. 

Hm  moUon  to  lajr  on  the  table  was  then  adopted 
wilboat  a  tliTisioii. 

Bfr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  pretested  a  p«»titioo  from 
BiltiBOffe  agaiast  the  repeal  of  the  baokrapt  law; 
wliidi,  he  8^,  was  numerontly  tigaed  by  men  of 
both  parties. 

Bir.  WARREN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tiffs  of  W.  8.  Bsleth:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CART,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lndt,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
eoiptioa  to  certain  settlers  in  Wiseonsio:  read 
tviae,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Honse. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  reported  a  hill  granting  a  quantity  of  land 
for  the  improvement  of  Qrant  river,  at  the  town  of 
Potod,  in  Wisconsin  Territoryt  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Ako,  a  bill  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Wisoon- 
na  a  certain  tract  of  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town  of  FUrplay,  in  said  Territory:  lead  twice, 
aad  referred  K>  the  Committee  of  the   whole 


Mr.  HOPKINS,  firom  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Poet  OOce  and  PMt  Roads,  reported  Senate  biU 
99,  (propocinf  certain  asBendments  to  the  bill  for 
the  establishment  of  additional  mail  rentes,  passed 
Aognst,  I84S,)  with  the  nnanimoos  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  rejected.  The  bill  and  report  of  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANEJtUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jndieiary,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  BILL  to  rep«ftl  the  bftnknipt  law. 

Bt  it  tnaeted  bp  tht  StnaU  and  Bouse  qf  Repre9»nteMve» 
flf  (Ac  United  J^atee  of  Ameriea  in  Oongreee  anembML 
Thit  thd  tct  eotititd  **An  act  to  eatabiiih  an  uniform  ■yitein  or 
btoknipte/  throaghoat  the  United  States,"  approred  on  the 
Uch  dij  of  August,  IMVbOi  and  the  eame  l«  hereby,  repealed. 

JMvidedf  however,  That  the  repeal  shall  not  extend  to  or 
•flki  any  ease  whkh,  at  the  time  this  act  goee  Into  effect,  shall 
te  ptDdhDg  before  an  j  court;  nor  to  an  j  proceeding  which,  at 
iild  dme^  shaM  bare  been  le^y  commenced,  aad  which  shall 
btttso  in  progresi^  under  and  by  rirtoe  of  the  said  act  hereby 
itpcalsd. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  its  second  reading, 
whieh  he  said  he  conld  do  under  the  rule,  which 
fMtede  the  aeoond  reading  of  a  bill  on  the  same 
day  It  was  reported,  unless  no  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  the  second 
icadiBg  of  the  bill  haTing  been  objected  to,  the 
qaestion  would  come  up  before  the  House,  Shall 
iUb  bill  be  reiectedl  * 

Mr.  BARNARD  repeated  his  objection,  and  in* 
siMtd  on  his  right  to  make  it. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  remarked  that  the  parliament* 
iiylawwas  imperatiTo  in  requiring  the  question 
to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bUI,  after  the 
oljectioa  made  to  its  second  reading  by  the  gentle- 
man tiom  New  York  [Mr.  BAaiiAao.] 

The  m^EAKBR  said  that,  by  reference  to  the 
109ih  rule  of  the  House,  he  found  that,  if  objec- 
tkm  was  made  to  the  Jbm  leading  of  the  bill,  the 
qaestion  would  Men  ensue  upon  its  rejection.  By 
that  rule,  no  bill  could  haYe  its  first  and  second 
leading  on  the  same  day,  without  a  special  order 
firom  the  House. 

Mr.  CAVR  JOHNSON.  Let  us  make  it  the 
special  order  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  chdmed  the  floor  to 
make  another  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  • 

Mr.  MOORE  suggested  that  the  secood  reading 
of  the  bill  be  filed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BARNARD  persisted  in  his  point  of  order, 
aad  his  rwht  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ATHSRTON  obaenred,  that  the  bill  bad 
been  read  the  first  time;  and  it  was  not  necessary 
fot  it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Hew  York  [Mr.  BAurAao]  should  make  the 
motion.  He  (Mr.  A  )  woald  now  make  the  mo- 
tioa  that  the  bUl  be  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.BAR£iARD  said  that  the  gentkman  from 


New  Hampshire  [Mr.  AnranTOir]  waanot  entitled 
to  the  fleer  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  ATHSRTON  ssid  that  the  biU  was  not  dis- 
po«>ed  of{  it  was  under  consideration;  and,  the  gen- 
tleman having  reported  it,  aad  refhsed  to  move  its 
second  reading,  or  its  reference,  he  had  no  right  to 
the  floor  for  any  other  purpoee. 

Mr.  BARNARD  insisted  upon  it  that  the  bill  was 
Dot  before  the  House.  He  bad  the  floor,  and  no 
person  had  a  right  to  make  the  motioir  bu*  himself. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  understood  that  the  gentleman 
claimed  the  floor  for  another  subject. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  asked  if  it  was  not  now  in 
order  to  move  to  amend  the  biU?- 

After  some  further  conversation — 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  Honse  had  the  right  to  order  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD*  then  observed  that,  after  that 
decision  of  the  Chair,  he  should  no  longer  object  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time;  when 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose,  and^said  that  he  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  b'tll;  but, 

Mr.  BARNARD  rising,  the  Speaker  awarded 
the  floor  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  B.  then,  under  instructions  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  that  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
amendments  to  the  followfaig  effect : 

'*lst  Conflning  the  repeal  to  that  part  of  the 
bankrupt  law  which  authorises  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy  on  the  sole  petition  and  motion  of  the 
bankrupt. 

**3d.  Authorizing  any  bankrupt  to  declare  him- 
self insolvent,  and  making  such  declaration  an  apt 
of  bankruptcy  upon  whidi  his  creditors  may  pro- 
ceed against  him  in  bankruptcy. 

**Id.  Authorizing  the  creditors,  or  a  majority^  of 
them  in  amount,  to  nominate  the  assignee  of  the 
bankrupts  estate^ 

"4ih.  Providing  that  the  assent  of  a  majorii^  in 
amount  of  the  creditors  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
discharge.'' 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
Speaker,,  he  understood,  gave  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  a|  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  reporter  of  a  bill.  Now,  be  contended  that  he, 
having  risen  and  claimed  the  floor  before  the  gen- 
tleman, was  entitled  to  it.  The  gentleman  m>m 
New  York,  he  added,  had  forfeited  bis  right  by 
courtesy,  because,  after  reporting  the  bill,  he  had 
objected  to  its  second  reading,  and  refiised  to  make 
a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  accordance  with  the  universal  practice. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  member  from  New 
York  wa«  entitled  to  the  preference  given  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  universal  practice  of  the  House. 
No  member  had  ever  interposed  between  the  re- 
porter of  a  bill  and  any  motion  he  might  wish  to 
make  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  contended  that  the  present  case 
was  entirely  different  fh>m  the  usual  practice  of 
the  House;  for  here  the  reporter  of  the  bill  object- 
ed to  its  second  reading,  and  refused  to  make  any 
motion  to  facilitate  its  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  persisting  in  his  decision, 

Mr.  TURNEY  appealed,  and  addressed  the 
House  in  favor  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  diflTer 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  in  regard  to 
the  facts  of  the  case.  According  to  hk  recollec- 
tion, he  addressed  the  Chair  ^ore  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill;  aad  after  it- was  read  the  see 
time,  he  again  addressed  the  Chaiz  first. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  that  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Toaifxr]  was  correct  as  to  the  facts 
stated  by  him.  After  the  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  his  colleague  got  up  first,  and  addressed  the 
Chair.  This  fact  was  within  the  recollection  of 
several  members.  The  Speaker,  he  understood, 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  f^om  New  York, 
on  the  grovnd  of  courtesy  to  the  introduoer  of  a 
bill;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  HampsMrs  [Mr.  Athsbton]  got  the 
floor  between  the  introdaetion  of  the  biU  a»d  its 
second  reading,  and  that  it  was  upon  his  iBOtlon  that 
It  was  read  the  saoond  timtr 


Mr.  H0U8TC»I  desired  to  ask  the  Chair  whether 
it  would  now  be  in  order  to  offier  an  aoMndaMUt. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  hoped  the  genileman  firom  f  e%- 
nesvee  would  withdraw  the  appeal.  The  Chair,  in 
his  opiaioD,  had  an  arbitrary  and  unqualified  riaht, 
uader  the  parliameatary  law,  of  awar(^ng  the  floor 
to  either  of  the  members  who  may  rise  at  the  same 
time.  Besides,  the  object  that  both  he  and  the  g^i^ 
tleman  from  Tennessee  had  in  view,>wonId  itpt  be 
promoted  by  persistii^  in  the  appeaL  \But  for  the 
appeal,  a  motion  to  amend  would  be  In  order,  and 
a  motion  to  comnut  also.  He  only  ^ked  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  he  would 
make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  would  not  go  into 
an  issue  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon 
his  stateonent  of  fects,  beeanse  the  Chair  did  not 
deckle  upon  the  fiscts  he  staled.  The  Chair  de- 
cided tipon  the  uniform  practice  and  oourlssy  of 
the  House  to  the  reporter  of  a  bfll.  The  seeoafl 
reading  occurred  not  upon  the  motion  of  die  gen- 
tleman froaa  New  Hampshire,  (who  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  ih>or  to  make  it,)  but  as  the  necessary 
course  of  the  bill  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  oIh 
jections  of  the  gentleman  firom  New  York,  [Mr. 
BinnaD.]  Had  the  genlleoun  persisted  in  his 
objections,  the  question  would  have  been,  not  upoA 
the  second  reading,  but  upon  the  rejection  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CUPFORD  asked  if  an  amaidmeat  att^ 
king  out  the  proviso  of  the  bill  wouM  be  in  ordeff» 
if  the  appeal  were  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not* 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  then  addressed  <he  Housein 
favor  of  the  appeal,  contending  that,  upon  the 
grounds  stated  oy  the  gentlemen  from  Tennesaee, 
[Mr.  TimNBT,]  the  Speaker  ought  to  have  given 
him  the  floor,  instead  of  the  gentleman  from  N^w 
York.  The  object  of  the  gentleman  f^om  New 
York,  as  was  apparent  to  every  one,  was  to  de- 
feat the  bill  He  therefore  hoped  that  all  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  repeal  would  vote  to  reveras 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  exclaimed  againit  the  appeal  of 
the  gentlemag  from  Maine  to  the  Honse,  to  vole 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
-  Mr.  CLIFFORD.    Because  it  is  wrong.  , 

Mr.  BRIGGS  (without  noticing  the  explana- 
tion) said,  if  the  Speaker  was  light,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  sustain  him;  but  the  coune  pointed 
out  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  was  him- 
self a  lawyer,  would  give  a  blow  at  parliamentary 
rule,  with  a  veogeanccf  for  it  was  an  appeal  to  vote 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  right  or  wroof . 
He  made  some  further  remarks  which  were  net 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  principle  involved, 
except  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  and  he 
added  that  he  believed  the  Speaker  had  abadnte 
power  on  that  point 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question,  «<8halL 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  House?*'  which  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  WISE  ihtnk  asked  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood^to  say  that  it 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  would  cut  oflT  the 
proviso. 

The  SPEAK^' replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. I  am  in  favor  of  the  proviso.  [Great  ex- 
citement.] 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  mo- 
tion  

Mr.  WISE  (amidst  much  confusion)  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  but  his  voice  was  over- 
powered by  the  hum  'Of  excited  conversation 
throughout  the  hall. 

Mr.  WISE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  hear  a  word* 
[Great  confusion.] 

Mr.  BARNARD.  If  this  motion  had  been 
made  in  the  ordinary  way  -« — 

Mr.  WISE  again  interposed,  and  exclaimed  thai 
he  could  not  bear  a  word  that  was  said. 
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-Th«^PBAKER  called  the  Honse  to  order. 

Mr.fiARIfARDtheii  resamed,  and  said  if  this 
'rilotionrbad  been  made  ia  the  ordinary  way,  on  the 
eoaiiiiitocientof  the  bill,  and  the  previous  qaestion 
was  sastaiaed,  he  was  aware  it  would  bring  the 
HoQse  direct! J  to  a  vote  on  the  main  proposition; 
bnt  the  Speaker  wonld* remember  that  the  motion 
was  not  made  by  him  as  an  indlvidaal  member  of 
the  Hotise,  bnt  as  the  organ  of  the  Jndiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  in  the  form  and  shape  of  a  report  from 
that  committee;  and  in  such  a  casf ,  he  submitted, 
the  rale  did  not  apply;  and  that  if  the  previoos 
qae^oii  was  seconded,  the  vote  mast  first  be  ta- 
ken on  the  report  of  the  Jodiciary  Committee. 

Tba SPEAKER'S  reply  did  not  reach  the  re- 
ponesV  desk. 

Mu  BARKARD  inquired  whether  the  Hotise 
could  cm  off  the  report  of  a  coaunittee. 

The  fiPBAKBR  replied. thai  it  was  for  a  major- 
i^  of  thr  Honse  to  determine. 

'Mr.  WiSB  asked  the  Clerk  to  read  the  bill  as  it 
wonid  stand  if  the  preftons.  qoestion  was  sec- 
ooded* 

The  Olerk  read  the  bill,  as  snbmittcd  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Cufpobb,  simply  repeaKog  the  bankrnpt 
law,  with  the  pro?iM>  submitted  by  Mr.  Tilumo- 
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Biff.  WISEL    I  stick  to  the  previous  question. 

The  Speaker  pnt  the  question  on  seconding  the 
4eBaftd  for  the  prwions  question,  but  he  was  un- 
able to  decide.  Tellers  were  then  demanded,  and 
Messrs.  WsLLua  and  Baioos  were  appointed;  and 
having  taken  .the  vote,  they  reported  99  in  the  af- 
firssative,  aad  83  in  the  negative.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

Mr.  BARNARD.    Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  morn. 
iBtbour  expiredl    (It  was  10  minutes  past   1.) 
.The  SPEAKER.    It  has.     ' 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Then  I  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  day  is  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.    (Roars  of  laughter.] 

[This  bill,  which  was  now  the  order  of  the  day, 
was  the  bill  some  time  since  introduced  by  Mr. 
BiWRBTT,  to  which  various  amendments  bad  been 
offered,  and  on  which  Mr.  Marshall  was  entitled 
to  the  floor  from  the  middle  of  last  week.] 

Mr.  CUSHING  roee  and  said  Mr.  Kbnnkdt^s 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  measuring  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  this 
day. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  previous  question  had 
not  been  seconded  on  the  bill  which  lbs  Judiciary 
Committee,  by  direction  of  the  House,  had  re- 
ported. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had,  and  it  would  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  morning  hour  to  morrow. 

Mr.  WISE.  [Laughing.]  Well,  ''take  your 
time.  Miss Lucy.^'    [Laughter] 

Some  conversation  ensued  respecting  the  bill 
which  Mr.  Cusama  contended  was  the  special  or- 
iBler  for  this  day;  but 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the  day 
to  be  Mr.  Evsacrr^  l>ill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

And  the  state  of  the  question  was  this; 

Mr.  BAatfARD  had  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  (or  substitute  for)  the  original  bill: 

'That  M  iii9Cti  of  the  act  eotitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  uni- 
form mem  of  bankmptcy  throofbout  ibe  tJotted  Btatea,'  ap- 
proved oo  tbe  19lh  of  Auguet,  Iwl,  at  authorixea  anj  person 
owiTig  debts  to  apply  by  peiitioo,  for  the  benefit  of  said  act,  to- 
gether with  all  the  parts  of  said  act  which  are  applicable  solely 
to  tbe  mode  ofobtaioine  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  such 
act,  in  behalf  of  debtors,  by  the  ▼olantary  petittod  of  such  deb- 
tors, wtthout  the  concurrence  or  aid  of  their  creditors  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not 
alTea  aoT  case  or  proceeding  in  banlcruptcy  already  commence(^ 
or  which  Miall  be  commenced  before  the  4th  dav  of  Jaly  next, 
or  any  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  prescribed  and  incurred, 
or  wfaKh  tAutll  be  incurred,  under  said  act'' 

And  Mr.  CusBiiio  had  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  original  bill: 

**Io  the  proviso  of  the  original  Ml,  strilce  out  the  '5(h  day  of 
December,  1842,'  Ac.,  and  insert  so  that  the  provieo  sliaU  read 
as  follews.  ^Provided,  Thai  this  act  shall  not  aflbct  any  case 
or  proceeding  in  banlmiptcy  commenced  before  the  passage  of 
this  act,  or  any  pains,  pemlties,  or  forfeitures  incurred  under- 
dMaaidaot;bQteverTsiichproceedingmav  becontinaedto  its 
nnal  consummatioo.  la  like  manner  as  if  lois 


act  had  hoi  been 


Mr.  Baiooa  had  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 


mitted to  tbe  Committee  on  oh  the  Judiciary,  with 

th^  following  instritctions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  existing  law  whfch 
aofhoriies  the  volnnury  application  of  debtms,  and  to  inelade 
corporataoiM  wbick  iasiie  paper  U>  circulate  as  meney  wUbin 
the  operations  of  said  law."    . 

Which  proposed  instruction^  Mr.  C.  JoaHson 
had  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  instruct  tbe  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  without  limit  or  qualifications;  (siin- 
ply,  in  iact,  striking  out  the  proviso  ef  the  origi- 
nal bill  of  Mr.  EvBRXTT  ] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  rose  and  said  he  would  not  be 
resprnsible  for  any  delay-  of  the  aciioji  of  this 
Honse  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrnpt  law;  but  he 
wished  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  effect  on  him- 
self, if  he  moved  the  previous  question,  and  it 
should  not  be  sustained  by  the  House-rwhether 
he  fihould  retain  the  right  to  tbe  floor.  He 
did  not  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of  any  delay 
in  the  action  of  tbe  House;  bntibe  did  not  wish  to 
forfeit  bis  light  to  the  floor,  if  the  House  should 
refuse  to  second  bis  iftotion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  previous 
question  was  voted  down,  the  geatleman  from 
Kentucky  would  not  be  absolutely  entitled  lo  the 
floor,  though,  no  doubt,  he  would  obtain  it  by 
ccurtesv. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said,  then,  for  the  second  or 
third  time,  he  pot  himself  on  the  courtesy  of  the 
House,  and  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  if  the  previous  question 
was  not  sustained,  he  should  certainly  object  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  having  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  But  if  I  gel  it,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  cannot  prevent  my  speaking. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  warmly,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  bad  spoken  once. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  contradicted  the  assertion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Che  SPEAKER  also  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  not  spoken  on  this  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  again  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  GUSHING  protested  against  the  motion 
for  the  previous  qatsiion.  He  said  several  gentle- 
men had  entered  into  »  very  general  debate,  which 
had  been  continued  for  several  days  while  this  bill 
was  before  the  House,  and  he  protested  against  being 
thus  cut  off*  from  a  reply.  Jf,  however,  he  could 
get  tbe  floor,  if  the  House  should  negative  the  pre- 
vious question,  he  shotfld  claim  and  retain  it,  cour- 
tesy or  no  courtesy. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man on  that  floor  more  anxious  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion than  he  was. 

(Cries  of  "Goon,  then.") 

Mr.  WISE  inquired,  if  the  previous  question  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  ^as  ordered  to  be 
put,  and  ^e  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushimo]  should  be  adopted, 
whether  the  bill  would  not  then  be,  in  sbbstance, 
tbe  same  as  the  bill  to  be  acted  upon  to-morrow 
morning? 

Mr.  GUSHING.    Precisely. 

Some  convert ation  ensued  as  to  the  priority  of 
the  amendments;  and 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  Messrs.  Brioos  and 
Read  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  110  iu  the 
affirmative,  and  38  iu  the  negative;  there  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

The  effect  of  sustaining  the  previous  question 
was  to  cot  off  the  several  motions  to  commit  with 
instructions,  and  to  bring  the  House  to  a  vo'e 
Uf  on  the  amendments  to  the  biU. 

The  que&tion  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  MsRsachu.^'eits,  [Mr.  Gushing  ] 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  called  for  its  reading; 
and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  8.  expressed  a  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  bnt  the  motion  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted — ^yeas  148, 

■ays  63,  as  follows: 

YBAS—Messrs.  AdaoM,  AHso,  Landaff  W.  AadHws^  Sher. 
lock  J.  AndrswsjAmold,  Aycrisgi  llal»cock.  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Beeson,  Bldlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Boaidman,  Borden, 
Botu,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Bricfs,  Broneon,  Mtlton  Brown,  Jere. 
miati  Brown,  Bumell,  William  BuUer,  Cslhonn,  John  Camp- 
bell,   Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Camtbers,    Casey,  Chapman, 
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Childs,  iohn  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  G^umot^ 
Cravens.  Cusbing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  DavaDsL  tMberry, 
John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Villniore, 
John  Q.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Pibyd,  Gates,  Ctontry,  Osnft  ^ 
fin,  Patrick  G.  Good^  Gnrdom,  Giahim,  Graogn)  6pno, 
Gtuiine,  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hu^on,  Runt,  Cnarles  J. 
IngersolT,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  JanMSi  Irvin,  William  W. 
Irwin.  jAck.  James,  William  Cost  Johnaon.  Isase  D.  Joimi^ 
John  P.  KsDDedy,  Lane,  Lino,  Robert  MeClcOIaa,  McKeoBtn, 
McKeon,  Malloiy,  Thomas  F.  ftfarshall,  Samson  Mtmo, 
Mathlot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Mjaynard,  Meriwetber,  Mkebel, 
Moore,  Morcan,  Morris,  Morrow,  New^ard,  Olivsc,  OitafB% 
Parmenler,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton.  Pickena,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Pow^lL  Ramsay,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph.  Reneber, 
Ridgwar,  Rodney,  Witliam  RuaaBll,  James  K.  RomII, 
SaltooBtall,  0an(ord,  Aswell,  Shields,  Slade,  Trqmtn  Bmt^ 
ttollen,  Stanly,  Stokejv,  Straitoo,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stoart.  John 
^.  Stuart,  Sommers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thotnpeon,  Rkbttd 
W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thorn  peon,  TUUnchas^  Toland,  Totti- 
liasDn,  Tripleti,  Troui.  Tninibiill,  Vaa  Boreo,  V»n  RaMe- 
laer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Wattemon,  Wen- 
brook,  El  ward  D  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Wfl. 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wmtarop,  Wise,  Wood,  Yortst 
«dAgg»»stwYoang— 148.  „    >  .^    a-^ 

NATB— Messrs.  Arringlon,  Atherton,  Boyd,  Burke,  Owe*) 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  CarapbeflrOMj, 
Ctiilbrd,  Clinton,  Muk  A.  C^^bper,  Daniel,  Gum  Dari^ 
Dean,  Doao,  Doig,  Eastman,  Bgber^  Ferris,  Fotimiocs, 
Gilmer,  Willism  O.  Goode,  Gwin,  Harris,  Haettefs,  Btyt, 
Hopkins,  Honok,  Gave  Jobfison,  KetoK  Andrew  K«mdT, 
Lewis,  LitUefield,  Lowell,  Abmham  UcClellH,  McKaTjIIir- 


Samter,  ^eoey,  Tamey,  Under woo^  aod  WcUer-^K. 

T^e  question  uoxl  came  up  upon  the  aqMnd- 
meot  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Baa* 
NAao.] 

Mtk  MOORE  asked  for  the  yefts  and  say^  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected— yeaa  U, 

nays  136,  at  follows: 

YEA9— Messrs.  Adams,  Atleo,  Sh«riock  J.  AtOnm^Jx- 
DOld,  Aycrigf,  Babcock,  Baker,  Baroard,  P<»l<inian,  Wjea, 
Briggs,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buroell.Wm.  B.  Calhoao,ChiUi, 
J.  C.  Clark.  Sialey  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  fwven^ 
Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Fessenden,  FiUmore,  Galas,  Furick 
G.  Goode,  Granger,  Henry,  Howard,  Hunt,  Joeeph  a.  In- 
gersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Janiea.  Klnf ,  Liao,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Samson   Masoo,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  BltyoudMor* 

en.  Morrow,  Osborne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powcdl,  Bsbjamlo 
mdall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  James  M.  Vimm, 
Salionstall,  Soliors.  Stokely,  Sirauon,  A.  H.  H.  Stoait,  R.  W. 
Thompson,  Toland, Tomlioson,  Tiurobull,  Onderwood^Vap 
Rensselaer,  Warren.  Edward  D.  Whiio^  Jos.  L.  Whlta^TOfc. 
W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Winiiirop,  Yorke,  Augustas  Young,  and  John  Young— 
73 

NAYS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  AthsitoD,  Bar- 
ton, Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Bolls,  BownCjBoyo, 
Brewster,  Broneon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Cbtrlai 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  tSreea  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 


man,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris.  Jofm  0- 
Floyd,  Fomance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Wm.  O.  Ooeie, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gteen,  GusUne,  Clwin,  Harris,  B«mofi» 


is,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan.  Robert  McCWUsa, 
McKay, McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchaod,  Alfred  BfarshaILT.F' 
Marshall,  Mathews,  Mattocks.  Medill,  Meriwether,  HiIWi 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morris,  Nfewhard,  Oliver,  Panneatw,  Pw- 
tridfe,  Pickens,  Plumei^  Pope,  Ramsay,  Kj^mt,  RadJi* 
Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  William  Rwseji 
Sanford,  Saunders,  eewell,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Sfaiekk.  91a«, 
Tmman  Smith,  Snyder,  8|>rlgg,  Staaly,  Siaenrod,  JohoT. 
Stuart,  Summera,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Joh<i  B.  Iliompsan,  Jt* 
cob  Thompson,  Tlllinghast,  Trlpleit,  Troiti,  Van  Buren, 
Wallace,  Ward,  Washington,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Wise,  tad 
Wood-13a 

The  SPEAlKBR  announced  tbe  questiou  to  be 
upon  the  engrossment  of  the  bill;  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

The  CHAIR.  When  ihall  the  bfll  hsTC  itt 
third  reading? 

Many  membert.    «»Now." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  objected,  upon  Ae 
ground  ihat  the  bill  was  not  yet  engrossed. 

TheSPEAKEK  said  that  the  bill  must  go  ovec 
until  to  morrow,  unless  by  unaniiLous  consent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  Mil  be  read 
again  to-day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  thfft  the  bill  not  being  ro- 
grossed,  that  could  not  be  done  but  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  it  could  be  done  by  or- 
der of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  what  would  be  tbe  elect 
if  the  bill  should  be  brought  in  euffrossad  in  an 
hour's  timel  Could  it  not  be  read  the  ibW  time 
iheni  It  was  useless  for  gentlemen  to  peisi^  in 
this  kind  of  opposition,  where  there  was^  It/tlfi  a 
majority  in  favor  of  tbe  repeal.    It  would  be  better 
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to  M  Ham  be  tmi  ibe  third  time  now,  tod  putcd , 
u^kdoMwlih  it. 

n«  qvntioB  «M  ihen  pal  on  the  MspeBsion  of 
Ikttttm  tad  dwiiwi  in  iheiffinaiiirF,  ayeB  113, 
mmK, 

Mr.  ORAflQKR  nIM  Tec  ilM|«aaBd  tiifs  on 
Ihi  fMifB  of  IfaB  bill;  which  beJBg  ordered, 

IiwMUMd  lb*  lUrd  line  ind  puced— jeu  140, 

MJf71,wfollOW«: 
OM   ■—■>,  LudtlT  W.  An*iir>^TTliirlon,  AiWnm, 


Si  tbi  bill  WM  pused  in  the  folloiring  fonn: 

Alf  ACT  la  r«iMl  lit  Buitrupl  Aci. 
StUna^iliMtluSatatemidBouuql'Btpramlalivu 

oTIti  tTiUud  taatt*  Iff  dsuriM  in  Omfreu  ofttnilid, 
TWAtuiiBlllkdxAaaEKotwaUU  ■  uMforai  arnaiD  of 
t^b^Hj  (iKMcboat  IbD  VntKd  aaua,"  uproml  IMi 
A«iKlA],l»,*Bdihew»lilunt>y,rep<ile^  Proridtd, 
iMiUict  iliiU  noilffeclinj  cue  or  procndloi  tn  bink- 
riRiicrnanBctdtHfaiallMpHWtarUiiimM,  oruT  piim, 
puiililws  IT  fRftkona  lecmrtd  iiidvr  iba  Mtd  mi;  but  <Teif 
«ch  pDccedlof  DfcH  t»c4MuniiaduiilaGnidc«iiiflyn]iubilon,lii 
UtI  mmn  u  if  Ilili  ui  bid  doi  been  pnsed. 

[Hr.  M.  A.  Cooper,  desired  lo  move  lo  be  ex- 
cntdfrom  roling-,  but  i he  Speaker  decided  Ihkl 
the  noUoa  came  loo  lale,  as  the  GrsI  tvo  names 
OB  Uh  roll  had  alretd;  been  ealled-1 

Mr.  Hau  a.  Cocria  asked  lo  be  eienecd  Ttom 
ndBi  oa  ihe  bill  for  ihe  foUovioK  reasons: 

He  ia  denions  lo  tole  Tor  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
npilaw,  (I  a  irae  representative  o[  bis  constiia 
«nts'Dpuiions,a3  well  as  of  bis  own. 

The  friend  of  this  bill  have  incorpora'ed  into 
it  a  proviso,  which  saDclions  all  the  pticciples  of 
tbebaabrnpt  law;  principles  wbicb  he  Ihinkjnn- 
Coiistti(iiionalaadUDJD3l,aS'WellBsiii]inoral  in  their 
effcctt,  and  oagbt  not  lo  leceive  bis  sappoi 


A|ain:  being  in  favor  of  the  repeal,  be  eanaot 
fMe  igalosl  the  bill;  a  part  of  whicb  prupos's  a 
Kpeatof  the  bankmpt  act;  because  that  wonld  be 
lOMaeiioD  tbe  eiistenee  »d  oprration  of  the  act 
tjt  an  iodcBnite  period. 

Oamotionof  Mr.  FILLMORE,  tbe  Honae  re- 
wlvcd  Itself  ints  Commiitfe  of  the  Whole,  (Ur. 
Uofum  of  Virginia  iti|(be  chair.) 

Hr.  FILLMOEIE  moved  that  the  cammittee 
takeap  Howe  bill  No.  S45,  being  a  bill  making 
■pprapriailoni  for  tbe  amtj,  fto. 

The  notion  was  agreed  lo;  and  the  Clerk  read 
*e  bin  throagh  all  its  sections.  Il  was  iben  read 
■Miou  b;  aectlou  for  amendment,  and  the  House 
|nnd  several  wiiboBt  objeelioD.  When  the  item 
waa  andar  crfDnderalloD  which  appropriates 
fW,ONCiifanMials— 

Ur.  DBBBRKY  moved  lo  stiibe  out  (90,000, 
aad  faaert  |II0,00O,  with  the  speeiSe  diiec'ion 
Aai  00,000  of  that  anm  shonM  be  appropriaied 
fcr  Ae  MBtakilMi  of  tbe  arsenal  at  Fajreiteville, 
Nonh  CtrolW.    He  wepi  into  s         


show  the  impoilanoe  of  thai  arsenal,  and  ibe  aoden 
which  bad  been  had  ia  NlBtien  Ibereto  hf  the 
I>glalaiQreof  Norib  CaroHiM;  whence  insiTorllans 
had  be«a  reeeived  brtbe  SeDaOirs  for  that  State, 
■nd  «  reqaaM  by  iw  mnaben  in  Itte  Hense  of 
RapreMDialivea,  that  ihej  wMld  give  ih«jr  aid  in 
proenring  the  Beeoeaty  appMprialioM  f«r  the 
completion  of  that  work.  It  bad  been  going  on 
for  several  years,  but  tbe  appropriation  hitberio 
bsd  been  too  small  to  enable  the  Oovemment  lo 
complete  it;'and  1m  now  moved  bis  ameDdmtnl 
In  conrormitj  wiih  the  withes  of  hia  State  Legis- 
Islore  and  of  his  immediate  con-iiilnenl*,  amongst 
whom  thisanenal  was  sitnted. 

Hr.  HLLMORE  raid'  if  tbe  arsenal  wa;  iti 
tbe  conrte  of  consirnction,  it  was  provided  for  by 
tbe  present  appropriation,  for  the  department  ask- 
ed for  samA  sufficient  lo  c^rry  oo  all  works  that 
were  def  med  essential;  and  if  Ibis  vrrk  was  nol 
embraced  in  ihe  detailed  statement  from  the  depart- 
ment, be  snpposed  it  was  not  deemed  necesssry. 
He  faoprd,  therefore,  that  (here  would  be  no  nar- 
Ilenlar-  drsignaijon  of  arsenals  in  this  bill.  The 
Commitlre  of  Ways  and  Heins  had  recommended 
all  Ihe  appropriations  asked  for  by  the  depBrimeni; 
and  be  trngied,  in  Uie  present  etabairas»d  stale  of 
tbe  treaEnry,  they  sbonld   not  go  heropd  Ibe  eiti- 

Mr.  McKAY  said  if  Ihe  ehairman-of  ibe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  wonld  eiamin^  ihe  de- 
tailed estimates,  be  woald  Gnd  Ibai  il  wan  not  in- 
tended to  eipend  any  portion  of  this  money  on  the 
arsenal  in  gaeBiion;  the  amrndmeDi  of  bis  col- 
leagne  was,  therefore,  a  proper  one.  Tbe  chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
said  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  specify  any  pariiea- 
lar  worbr,  bnt  if  that  gentleman  woatd  look  at 
previoOB  acts  of  Congress,  he  wonld  And  Ibii  ii 
bad  been  frrqnently  done;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  sbonld  not  be  done  lo  this  case,  as  the 
works  had  been  hegaa,  and  bo  appropriation  wa^ 
proposed  for  their  completion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied. 

The  eommillee  then  rose  and  reported  progre!<F. 

Mr.  PROPFIT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
voie  by  vhieh  tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  ban kr apt  act 
had  been  passed. 

Mr.  CnSHINQ  obtained  the  floor  on  the  qnei- 
lion  of  reconsideration,  and  then  moved  an  ad- 
joammeni. 

Hr.  FILLMORE  reqnested  the  genileman  from 
Mss'BchDtetta  to  wi'hdraw  dial  motion,  i bat  Ihe 
HoBse  might  receive  some  Eieenlive  communica- 
tions which  were  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CCSHINQ  consented  to  do  so,  with  the  nn- 
derslBQding  that  he  retained  Ihe  floor  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  when  it  should  come  op. 

The  SPEAKER  ihen  presented  varioni  Eiecn- 
tive  commnaleations,  mainly  consiitinR  cf  informa- 
tion calied  lor  by  reaolntions  of  the  Hodsr.  One 
was  a  report  of  the  intprctors  ol  the  peniitntisry 
in  the  District  of  Colnmbls.  Another  was  a  com- 
munication from  ihe  Wsr  Depariment,  in  answer 
to  a  resolniion  of  the  9Tih  ultimo,  rrqnirtng  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  the  rxpenditnrej  from  the 
Chickasaw  fnnd.  Another  was  a  eommnnieation 
in  answer  lo  a  resolniion  calling  for  ceriiGed  copies 
of  alt  papeiB  on  file  relating  to  the  arrest  and  trial 
of  Lonallrer  by  a  conri-mariisl,  by  direction  of 
General  Jackson,  at  Hew  Orleans,  in  1615. 

Mr.  KING  of  Qeorgia  presented  a  ppiition  from 
niDdry  ciiiims  of  Balljmoie,  praying  for  tbe  esiab 
lisbment  of  a  ttetmhoat  commonicaiion  bsiween 
that  pert  and  Chagres,  Sonlh  Ameriea;  wbicfa  was 
referred  lo  the  Select  Committeeheretofore  appoint- 
ed on  that  subject. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  ibe  House  ail- 
jonrned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wrdnbfdit,  January  18,  1843. 
Tbe  PRESIDENT  fre  Itti.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commnnieaiicD  from  Ibe  War  Depaitmeni, 
Iranmilling,  In  compliance  with  the  act*  of  Con- 
gress of  1803  and  1800,  ai  ate  men  b  of  all  the  con- 
tracts made  by  the  bareana  ander  the  direciton  of 
Ibal  depanmeni,  in  the  year  lB43i  whloh,  on  mo- 
tion by  Ur.  HUNTINOTON,  was  laid  on  ilw 


Mjr.  WRIOHT  pieteaied  a  msmoiial  from  ilie 
city  of  New  Yoik,  praying  for  ibe  repeal  of  iha 
bankrapt  law;  which  was  referred  lo  tbe  Jadidaiy 
Commit  lee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  preeenied  a  mevoiial  sign- 
ed by  J.  Bagby,  praying  thai  Ibe  bankrapt  law 
may  be  so  modified  as  to  give  mcebauea  ■  ban  on 
work  exFcnied  by  them;  which  was  ratened  I* 
the  Commiiiee  on  Ibe  Jadiciary. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDOE  presented  a  peUtion'froiB 
William  Morrow,  prayins  remuneration  in  eoo«e- 
qaence  of  violalions  by  United  Siaies  agenls  of  a 
contract  for  exer.oiiDg  certain  works  at  the  United 
Stales  arseoal  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  referred  lo  ihe  Commitiee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  ciiizena 
of  the  sonifaem  part  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
removal  of  the  latid  office  from  Jackson  io  Fred- 
ericktown,  in  thai  State:  referred  lo  the  Commiiiee 
OB  Ibe  Pablic  Lands. 

Hr.  WOODBRIDGE,  on  leave,  inirodneed  a  tnll 
to  apply  ceitiin  aliftnate  sections  of  the  public  do- 
main towards  oompleling  works  of  inlemil  im- 
provement in  Ihe  Slate  ol  Michigan,  and  Icr  olIieT 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referrad  to  Ihe 
(Tommtnee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  Iht  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pablic  Lands  was  discbar^  frona 
the  further  csntidcraiion  of  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Downing,  for  reimburssmeut  of  money  paid  by  him 
for  clerk-hire  in  bis  office  as  register  of  a  land  of- 
fice; and  it  was  referred  lo  the  Conuutlee  on 
Clainia. 

Mr.  UlLLES,  from  Ibe  Commil(e«  on  the  Dis- 
Irict  of  Colombia,  reported  back,  with  amend- 
menis,  tbe  hill  for  repaving  and  repairing  a  portion 
of  Ptnnsrlvanta  avenue. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  Ihe  Commiiiee  on  Print- 
ing,  10  whom  ihe  snbjecl  had  been  referred,  made 
a  report  (which  was  eoncnrred  in)  in  favor  of 
printing  the  commuoicBlion  from  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  lo  Ibe  cloih  eaaes,  in 
which  frauds  were  aiiempled  oa  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  slated  that,  as  the  subject  of 
resolntioDs  was  now  before  Ihe  Senaie,  ha  fell 
obtigfd  lo  make  a  remark  as  lo  one  introduced  al 
ttie  last  Feaaian  by  bis  former  colleague. 

Mr.  W.  regreilEd  that  ihe  resolution  had  nol 
yel  been  answefad.  Some  ol  the  information  de- 
bited in  it  related  to  ibe  persona  and  matters  con- 
necled  wilh  the  cloth  casen,  on  which  a  lepotl  bad 
JDSt  been  ordered  lo  be  printed.  Other  reports, 
coniaioing  letters  and  docamenia  en  Ibis  topic,  and 
Ihc  condaet  of  those  concerned  in  il,  had  been 
printed  by  Congress  al  the  last  Mision,  and  dis- 
Itibnted  widely  abroad   as  well  as  in  this  country. 

It  was  due  to  all  concerned  dial  the  aiuwer  to 
'lalecoUeagne, 
ler  papers  bear- 
ing on  IBIS  qnesiion.     ii  was  supposed  lo  beealco- 
laied  10  throw  much  Ifgbiun  the  whole  EubjpcU 

Tbo  answer  may  have  brrn  delayed  or  omitted 
by  arcidenl.  If  so,  ibis  notice  wonld  revive  at- 
lentirn  to  it  in  Ihe  proper  quarter,  and  would 
lavc  the  inirodaciion  of  any  other  resolation  Bak- 
ing for  the  reasons  which  bad  prevented  a  lepljr 
hiiheno, 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lim.  laid  before  tbe 
Senate  Bcommnnicaiion  from  the  Stale  Depan- 
m*nl,  iransmiiiDg  in  comptiance  wiiii  a  resolation 
of  Ihe  Senate,  further  informalioD  received  al  that 
department  concerniog  the  operations  of  the  baok- 
[upilaw;  whicb.  on  motion  of  Mj.  BATES,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  Ibe  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  Isid  before  ihe  Senuie  a  communication 
from  Itae  War  D.-partment,  iraEsmitiDe,  in  com- 
pliance wilh  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  1804,  a  report 
of  ihe  names,  dates  of  appointment,  abd  pay  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  Indiao  DepariaeDi; 
whirh  wa-i  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committet  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claimf,  referred  back,  without  amendmeoi, 
the  bill  from  the  Honie  for  ihe  relief  of  the  repie- 
sentaiivss  ol  Baron  De  Kalb. 

THE  RED  LINES  AQAIN. 

Mr.  BENTON  (after  nome  prefatory  remarks,  to 
the  effect  thai  ha  bad  jiaited  for  come  days  till  tbe 
Senator  from  Vitglnia,  who  bad  beensdNCW,  le- 
iumed  bi«  scat,  for  an  oppoiiuniiy  to  raoall  UUtt 
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Stnator^  attentioB  to  the  error  in  hit  printed  speech 
on  the  sobjeot  of  the  treniy,  yet  anconeeled,)  nid, 
yesterday  he  was  abont  to  do  so,  when  the  momiag 
hoar  expired;  and  be  postponed  the  snbjeet  on  that 
aceoQot  till  now.  The  error  of  whioh  be  com- 
plained was  in  these  words  of  the  Senator's  printed 
speech: 

^Tbe  Senator  wbo  prodticad  it  [ih«  map)  coald  tee  nothing 
imi  the  micreecopic  dotted  line  running  on*  in  a  noriheaMeriy 
dhrecdon;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were  applied  u>  it,  there 
wai  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits 
of  th«  Unked  States  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  aod  coin* 
ddiof  minutely  aod  exactly  with  the  boundai7  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks.'* 

This  error  was  not  only  printed  in  the  Senator's 
speech,  bat  reprioied  in  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina;  and  aj^aments  were  based 
npon  ity-as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  fact.  His  object 
now  was,  to  appeal  to  the  Chair  for  its  decision  as- 
to  the  facts  cf  this  statement.  I  ask  yoo,  Mr. 
Presuieni,  (continaed  Mr.  Bkmton,)  whether  the 
extract  I  have  jast  read  is  correct  or  not,  and 
whether  I  was  not  the  first  to  proclaim  the  *<strong 
red  line,"  before  "other  eyas"  were  required  to 
poinf  it  onti 

The  CHAIR  made  some  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard,  but  it  was  understood  to  import  an  impres- 
sion that  it  could  hardly  be  in  order  to  make  any 
statement,  unless  required  by  the  Senate  in  regular 
debate. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  say  that  be 
did  not  mean  to  press  an  interrogatory  out  of 
order. , 

Mr.  BARROW  renurked  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Seniite  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  state  his  recollection  of  facts  which 
were  personal  to  Senators,  and  about  which  there 
was  a  controversy  between  two  Senators.  It  was 
deeply  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  any  such 
.misunderstanding  between  Senators  as  to  matters 
of  fact.  This  subject  had  been  before  the  Senate 
twice,  and,  as  he  conceived,  improperly;  and  it 
was  now  before  it  again,  which  rendered  it 
more  so.  It  was  more  than  probable  that,  if 
the  discussion  went  on  to-day,  it  would  devolve 
on  the  Chair  to  put  an  end  lo  it;  he  would  there- 
fore be  placed  in  an  awkward  predicament,  if  he 
should  be  compelled  to  put  an  end  to  a  contro- 
versy in  which,  upon  the  call  of  a  Senator,  he  bkd 
become,  on  its  very  threshold,  a  witness.  He 
merely  threw  out  the  suggestion, *of  which  he  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton] 
would  perceive  the  propriety.  If  the  memory 
of  the  presiding  officer  was  fresh  and  fi^ed  as  re- 
garded facts  of  a  public  character,  there  would  be 
no  impropriety  in  Senators  calling  upon  him  for 
his  recollection  of  them;  but  there  was  certainly 
an  impropriety  in  pursuing  such  a  course  in  Ibis 
case,  (when  his  memory  of  the  transaction  must 
be  imperfect,)  which  was  more  of  a  personal  than 
a  public  nature.  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  call  upon  any  Senator  to  give  to  the 
Senate  his  recollection  of  the  facts;  but  not  upon 
the  Chair.  He  therefore  suggested  to  him,  whe- 
ther his  own  good  sense  did  not  perceive  therei  was 
an  impropriety,  under  the  circumstances,  in  calling 
upon  the  presiding  officer  to  became  a  witness. 
There  were  Senators  who  had  a  recollection  of 
this  transaction,  as  well  as  the  presiding  officer; 
their  memory  was  as  perfect  as  bi<;:  he  suggested, 
then,  whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  should  press  this  point. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  ho  would  state  his  recollection  of  the 
transaction.  His  memory  was  not  as  full  and  exact 
a<  be  could  desire;  bur,  having  l>een  called  upon 
most  unexpectedly,  and  having  held  no  conversa- 
tions upon  the  subject,  within  his  recollection,  be 
felt  some  delicacy  in  making  any  statement. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
there  could  be  no  want  of  delicacy  in  tbe  presiding 
officer,  t>efore  whom  tbe  transaction  occurred,  sta- 
ting his  recollection* of  tbe  fact. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  but 
he  would  put  it  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  whether 
he  might  be  permitted  to  make  a  statement.  The 
question  was  then  put  to  the  Senate,  and  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  called  upon  the  Senator 
from  lionisiana  [Mr.  Biaaow]  to  8tat«  to  the  Sen- 


ate his  recollection  of  the  tmnaaction  in  contro- 
▼ersy. 

Mr.  BARROW  then  rose,  and  said  that,  if  he 
had  any  distinct  recollection  of  the  transaction,  he 
would  tell  it  to  the  Senate;  but,  since  tbe  matter 
was  first  introduced,  he  had  endeavored,  for  the 
last  two  days,  to  refresh  his  memory,  with  a  desire 
to  put  the  matter,  so  far  as  h^  could,  on  a  proper 
footing.  But  bis  recollection  was  so  indjstiact,jhat 
he  would  not  undertake  to  state  anything  positive. 
He  took  verj  Utile  interest  in  tbe  discussion  which 
sprung  up  when  the  map  was  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  He  felt  very  little  interest 
as  regarded  these  lines,  and  never  perused  the 
map  when  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton;]  nor  afterwards, 
when  it  was  sent  to  the  seat  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,]  did  he  attend  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  as  others  did.  He 
would  state  the  impression  made  on  his  mind 
on  that  day;  premising  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  with  certainty  ia  reference  to  the 
matter  in  dispute,  as  Mo.  tbeae  lines,  at  that  time. 
Occupying  &  seat  there  [pointing  to  the  seat]  when 
tbe  debate  sprung  up,  he  paid  no  particular  atten- 
tion to  what  was  said  by  any  Senator,  for  be  felt 
that  it  was  of  more  importance  that  the  discussion 
should  be  interrupted.  Having  made  up  his  own 
mind  how  be  should  give  his  vote,  he  did  not  feel 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  listen.  His  attention  was 
not  therefore  attracted  to  the  debate,  until  struck 
with  the  solemn  manner  in  which  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  had  introduced  the  map.  This  was  his 
impression — whether  on  sufficient  grounds,  or 
not,  he  would  not  undertake  to  Fay.  The  map 
was  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
What  he  said  when  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  it,  and  the  lines  upon  it,  he 
did  not  remember.'  When  the  map  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  seat  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
there  wa«  a  collection  of  about  a  dozen  Senators 
around  it.  He  never  pretended  at  all  to  go  there. 
He  had  no  curiosity  about  it.  But  the  impression 
made  on  his  mind  was,  that  tbe  map  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  rebut  or 
destroy  the  efiect  (as  he  understood  it)  of  the  map 
of  Mr.  Sparks;  but  that  it  did  not  sistain  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  in  bis  position  before 
tbe  examination  of  the  map  took  place  at  the  seat 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.^  That  seemed  to  be 
the  impression  made  on  the  Senate;  but  whether  it 
was  well' grounded  or  not,  be  would  not  undertake 
to  say.  He  repeated,  that  he  paid  no  particular 
attention  to  what  took  place  when  the  map  was 
introduced.  Tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  intro- 
duced the  map,  he  had  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose 
that  he  bad  stated;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  aUo,  that 
be  made  the  remarks  he  said  he  did  make  when  he 
introduced  it.  He  entertained  no  doubt  on  his 
part  at  all;  but  he  must  say  that  bis  recollection 
was  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  testify  to  the  facts 
as  they  occurred.  • 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  it  was  an  issue  of 
fact;  and,  that  there  could  be  no  mistake,  be  would 
read  the  passage  of  the  Senator'^i  printed  speech 
over  again: 

<*Tho  Senator  who  nrodaced  it  [the  mapl  could  see  nothing 
but  themicroeeopic  dotted  line  running  cfiT  in  a  northeaeierly 
direction;  but  the  ntoment  oUier  eyee  were  applied  to  it,  tliere 
was  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  strong  rud  line  indicating  tlie  limits 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  ueaiy  of  peace,  and  coin* 
ciding  minutely  and  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks." 

Here  a  thing  was  stated  as  a  fact,  which  be  (Mr. 
B.)  denied  in  every  particular.  And,  in  contra- 
vention of  what  is  therein  stated,  be  asserted  that 
he  M  see  tomaiking  besides  the  * 'microscopic  dot- 
ted line;"  that  he  not  only  saw  the  *'8trong  red 
line,"  but  that  he  was  the  first  to  proclaim  it,  to 
show  that  Mr.  Sparks'^  discovery  was  no  secret  at 
all.  He  would  now  ask  bis  colleague  [Mr.  LiNif] 
for  his  recollection  of  what  occurred. 

Mr.  LINN  stated  that  when  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  introduced  Mr.  Sparks's  map,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was,  ibat  there  was  more  impor- 
tance attached  to  it  than  it  merited.  Indeed,  he 
thought  it  of  80  little  consequence,  that  be  could  rec- 
ollect be  ao  ezpresaed  himself  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  next  to  him  [Mr.  BooniirAir]  at  the 
lime;  and  observed  ta  bin  that  the  isap  ought  not 


^htve  bera  introdoeed  in  the  debalB,  ma  tboqnea* 
<iofi  would  not  turn  on  that  point  then;  for  ii  had 
been  seuled  by  our  forefathers,  that  the  boaadaiy 
claimed  by  Maine  was  the  one  intended;  but  tf  we 
weie  going  to  make  a  aaorifioa  for  the  sakeoC 
peace,  we  ought  to  do  it  frankly.  While  he  (lit. 
L)  was  oon  versing  on  this  pohit  with  the  Saaalor 
from  Pennsylvania,  his  eolleagne  [Mr.  Dwnoa] 
raised  his  voice  and  cried  oot,  ^Here  are  the 
bloody  lines — tbe  red  knes;"  and  he  went  ob  to  i» 
mark  that  it  wae  no  secret  at  all,  becaoae  it  waa  hi 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Collection  of  mape  and  hooka, 
and  had  been  for  years  open  to  die  inapee- 
tidh  of  every  one  in  the  Library  of  Oongreea. 
And  what  brought  it  more  distinctly  to  his  reool* 
lection,  was  his  colleague's  remark — that  it  came 
from  the  collection  of  one  distinguished  for  his  earn 
in  collecting  and  keeping  everything  that  was  of 
interest  to  his  country — Mr.  J«fferson.  He  (Mr. 
L.)  had  discharged  his  mind  of  all  Mapreaaiopa 
about  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Sparks^  map,  be- 
cause, he  never  attached  any  importance  to  the  sort 
of  evidence  it  could  furnish;  nor,  indeed,  to  the 
point  made  i}j>on  iu  And  with  regard  to  the  obfeei 
for  which  his  colleague  introduced  Mr.  Jefferson^ 
map,  his  impression  was,  that  it  waa  to  provo  there 
was  no  secret;  but  beyond  that  object,  he  did  not 
recollect  any  other,  unless  it  was  to  prove  that  thefe 
should  he  no  importance  whatever  attached  to  Mr. 
Sparks'smap.  His  impression  was,  indeed,  that 
his  colleague  had  no  other  object  in  view,  when  ka 
brought  forward  his  map.  He  wished  to  show  that 
we  had,  for  years,  bad  just  such  a  map  in  oar  own 
archives,  open  to  public  inspection. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
matter  would  be  allowed  to  stop  here.  He  waa 
convinced  there  had  been  nothing  but  a  diveraity 
of  sentiment,  reflecting  in  no  degree  on  either  Sen* 
ator;  and  he  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  for  ao 
mu^  sensitiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  froaa 
Missouri.  He  hoped  that,  in  this  view  of  the  nut- 
ter, which  he  believed  was  concurred  in  by  Seaa- 
tors  on  1^1  sides,  the  snbjeet  would  be  allowed  to 
drop.  It  was  rare,  indeed,  that  all  the  minnio 
transactions  of  but  a  few  weeks  gene  by,  were  r^ 
uined  distinctly  in  the  recollection  of  gentloaem. 
This  was  his  own  case  in  the  present  instance.  Se 
had  not  the  smallest  recolleotion  of  the  partioalais 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  or  he  would  hare  InteT- 
posed  and  endeavored  to  terminate  the  controfctsy. 
As  it  evidently  appeared  to  be  a  mere  difference  of 
impression  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Senau>iBj 
he  hoped  the  question  would  be  allowed  to  rest, 
without  any  further  debate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  as  allusion  had  been  made 
to  him,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  state  what  his  rec- 
ollection was  of  tbe  facts,  as  far  as  he  himaelf  waa 
concerned.  His  impression  at  the  time  was,  that 
the  map  from  the  library  was  produced  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  for-  the  purpoee  of  rebutting 
and  invalidating  the  one  in  the  possession  of  the 
gentleman  Irom  Virginia.  His  impression  was, 
further,  that  when  tbe  map  was  being  unfolded  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  bis  eye  caught  the 
dotted  line,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
it,  as  being  the  true  boundary  line,  and  as  differing 
from  tbe  line  described  in  Mr.  Sparks^  map,  inas- 
much as  it  ran  in  a  more  northerly  direction.  Tliia 
was  his  impression,  though  be  might  have  been  in 
errbr.  He  had  himself  supposed  that  the  red 
marks  delineated  the  boundaries  of  counties,  or 
of  States;  but  he  found  afterwards  that  this  suppo- 
sition was  wrong.  And  the  general  impre«rioa 
resting  upon  his  mind  was,  that  the  map  prodoeed 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  did  not  sustain  him 
in  what  be  (Mr.  Calhodv)  believed  to  be  hii  ob- 
ject, viz:  in  rebutting  the  other  map. 

These  were  tbe  impressions  he  entertained  al 
the  time,  and  they  had  not  been  changed  since.  He 
would  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  be  hoped 
another  debate  in  secret  session  would  never  be 
published.  He  thought  the  precedent  waa  going  is 
l>e  highly  pernidons;  it  would  probably  operate  as 
a  restriction  upon  the  liberry  of  debate.  He  had 
written  out  his  own  speech  relndaaily,  and  only 
with  a  view,  as  other  speeches  were  being  pahlish- 
ed,  of  putting  himself  right;  and  in  writing  that 
speech,  he  had  taken  the  general  run  of  the  facta, 
without  eatsriaf  into  the  minote  details,  whish,in 
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acMt  Wi$  tiitr,cgnld  hay  but  little  ialliiciiec  np- 
Mihe  pvbUe  mind. 

Mi.  BSNTON  reiterated  that,  in  the  presenee 
«f  lof^f-eiglit  Senaton,  (meet  of  whom  vere  pres- 
ent jOB  the  oeeanon,)he  was  the  first  himself  to 
proclaim  the  red  line.  He  not  only  eoald  see 
them,  contrary  to  the  wards  he  had  quoted;  but  he 
did  not,  as  they  assert,  leave  it  to  "other  eyes"  to 
bt  ai^lied  to  tlie  map  to  discover  them.  He  pro- 
daimed  them  aloud  from  his  seat.  This  was  the 
iflMie  of  faet.*  And  on  it  he  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
aton  around  him  for  their  reeoUAtions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  observed  that,  ae- 
eotrding  to  his  recollection,  when  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  heard  of  Sparks's  map,  he  raised  the  map 
in  his  own  bands,  and  eiclaimed,  *'here  are  the 
bloody  red  lines."  The  words  were  so  remsrkable, 
that  (hey  made  a  strong  impression  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  he  had  any  recollection 
of  allusion  being  made  te  the  "secrei?" 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  his  recollection  was 
lalber  indistinct  about  that;  but  still  his  impression 
wax,  that  it  must  have  been  to  show  there  was  no 
secret  about  iu 

Mr.  ALLBN  observed  that  this  was  (to  say  the 
least  of  it)  a  very  troublesome  dispute,  growing  out 
of  a  deeply  eiciUng  discussion  which  bad  taken 
plaee  with  doeed  doors,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
additional  circnmstance  that  the  matter  bad  nut 
been  noticed  at  the  time  by  any  reporter.  His  im- 
prisBion  wasy  that  there  was  no  real  difference  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Virginia  and  the  Senator 
from  Miasonri.  The  difference  was  barely  as  to 
the  form  of  the  question  now  made— the  one 
adhering  to  the  object  foe  which  the  map  was 
introduced,  and  the  other  to  the.  fact  of  the 
aiinoancement  of  the  broad  red  line  which 
was  visible  to  every  one.  Believing,  then,  diat 
tbtat  was  nothing  substantial  involved  in  the  con* 
troveny,  he  mast  be  permitted  to  express  his  regret 
that  the  matter  should  be  deemed  sufficiently  im- 
porlanc  tooceapy  the  attrition  of  the  Senate. 

He  had  hitherto  remained  quiet,  and  volunteered 
BO  opinion  nor  expression  of  his  impressions  upon 
the  Mibject;  bat,  being  now  particularly  called 
upon,  be  could  state  veij  readily  what  those  im- 
premioBs  were;  and  he  did  so  with  a  perfect  con- 
vietioB  that  the  statement  could  not  reflect  in  the 
toast  degree  on  any  member  of  that  body,  in  one 
way  or  the  ether.  His  attention  was  attracted  to 
the  faet  of  the  introduction  of  the  map  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  by  the  solemnity  with  which  it 
was  introduced;  the  Senator  evidently  regarding  it 
u  a  matter  of  peculiar  importance,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  very  pointedly  to  the  map. 

While  this  part  of  the  di<:cossion  was  going  on, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  (according  to  his  recol- 
lection of  the  case)  obtained  an  old  atlas,  and 
spreading  open  a  map,  exclaimed,  '*here  is  the  red 
line.'^  As  to  the  motive  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  introduced  the  atlas,  his  recollection 
was  not  very  distinct;  but  the  circnmstance  of  the 
red  line  hating  been  pointed  out  by  him  be  (Mr. 
A.)  particularly  remembered,  in  consequence  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Senator  bad  called  atten- 
tion to  it,  being  devoid  of  that  deference  or  courte- 
sy which  he  (Mr.  A.)  conceived  was  due  to  tbe 
gentleman  who  had  possession  of  the  floor.  As  to 
the  fact  of  the  announcement  of  the  red  line,  he 
recollected  distinctly  that  the  Senator  from  Missou- 
ri made  use  of  the  word  "bloody."  He  might  not 
perhaps  have  recollected  tbe  circumstance,  but  for 
tbe  phrase  made  use  of  by  tbe  Senator;  which,  of 
itself,  was  calculated  to  make  an  impression  upon 
the  memory.  He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  con« 
eeivsthat  this  statement  could  affect  either  Senator, 
one  way  or  the  other;  for  be  did  not  conceive  that 
there  was  any  essential  difference  between  the  Sen- 
ators— the  one  contending  ^s  to  the  object  for 
which  the  map  was  produced,  and  tbe  failure  of 
tliat  object;  and  tbe  other  as  to  tbe  announcement 
of  the  broad  red  line. 

Mr.  RIVBS  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  did  not 
think  it  at  all  necessary  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sioa  of  the  matter  with  any  spirit  of  controversy, 
but 

The  CHAIR  here  interrupted  the  Senator  from 
Viigiaia,  with  a  reqoest  that  he  might  he  permitted 
10  ctptodn  ihe  preceding  remarks  ha  had  made* 


The  Chair  .then  stated  that  his  recollection  was  re- 
freshed by  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allbn.1  They  reminded 
him  that  he  had  held  a  conversation  with  him,  and 
in  which  conversatioh  that  Senator  accorded  with 
his  recollection,  that  there  was  no  substantial  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Senators.  The  Chair  super- 
added the  remark,  that  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  he  would  add  that  no  issue  was  made 
up  on  the  fact  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
BmiTON]  having  announced  the  red  lines.  That, 
en  a  previous  occasion,  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  RiVBs]  had  remarked  that  he  could  not  htfve 
fallen  into  the  absurdity  of  imputing  the  design 
to  the  Senator  frojn  Missouri,  of  an  intended  sup- 
pression of  the  red  line,  with  the  view  to  impose 
upon  the  Senate  or  the  country.  That  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Chair  was,  that  the  red  line  was 
annoonced;  but  the  ground  of  his  suppoidtion,  that 
there  was  no  su^tantial  difference  between 
the  Senators,  was,  that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  complained  of,  were  not  literal  and 
exact,  but  only  figurative.  They  had  been  so  re- 
garded by  the  Chair.  And  if  the  Chair  might  use 
the  expression,  he  had  understood  the  expression  of 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  mean,  that  the  mind's 
eye  of  the  Smator  from  Missoari  was  so  engrossed 
witii  the  microscopic  dotted  line,  that  he  eave  none, 
or  scarcely  any,  consideration  to  the  plain  or  palpa- 
ble red  line;  and  that  his  opinion  on  this  point  was 
much  fortified  by  tbe  statement  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator fVom  Virginia  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  he 
oould  not,  or  did  not,  design  the  absurdity  of  at- 
tempting to  produce,  the  impression,  either  upon 
.  tbe  Senate  or  the  public  mind,  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  attempted  to  exhibit  the  dotted  line, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  suppress  or  conceal  the  ex- 
stence  of  the  red  line,  which  was  bold  and  strong* 
y  marked  on  the  same  map. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two,  for  the  purpose  of 'placing  the  matter  in  its 
true  attitude  before  the  public,  though  he  doubted 
whether  the  public  were  disposed  to  take  any  in- 
terest in  the  matter  at  all.  He  coi^curred  entirely 
in  the  very  candid  and  sober  view  of  tbe  matter 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  Chair,  and  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  with  regard  to  the  red  line 
and  the  dotted  line.  The  whole  difference  be- 
tween tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  and  himself,  re- 
duced itself  to  a  mete  matter  of  opinion » as  had 
been  very  jiistly  remarked.  He  would  state,  mosr 
distinctly,  that  his  own  impression  in  regard  to  the 
expressions  used  by  the  Senator  ttom  Missouri, 
was,  that  the  Senator  had  not  referred  to  the  red 
lines  at  all;  though  it  was  possible  that  the  words 
might  have^been  spoken,  without  having  reached 
his  ears,  as  'there  was  some  confusion  at  the  time, 
and  as  he  (Mr.  Rives)  was  then  speaking.  At  all 
event,  the  circnmstance,  if  it  so  occurred,  bad 
made  no  impression  upon  his  mind;  and  he  had 
consequently  no  recollection  of  it.  What  he  desired 
to  say  was  (what  had  been  so  happily  expressed  by  tbe 
Chair,)  that  it  was  the  mind's  eye  by  which  the  red 
line  was  ditregarded;  the  red  line  might  have  been 
seen,  but,  if  seen,  not  recognised  as  the  true 
boundary;  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  was  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senator  as  being  the  true  bound- 
ary. And  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by 
refening  to  the  printed  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri;  in  which  he  insisted,  in  three  distinct 
places,  opon  the  dotted  line  as  being  tbe  true  bound- 
ary; and,  according  te  the  recollection  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  made  the  remark,  that  any  little  school 
.  miss  might  have  drawn  the  red  line. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed  disposed  to 
leave  entirely  in  the  dark  the  object  for  which  be 
bad  introduced  the  map,  and  confined  himself  to 
the  expression  (which,  undoubtedly,  was  intended  to 
be  understood  as  a  figurative  expression)  that 
the  broad  red  line  could  not  be  seen  until  other 
eyes  were  applied  to  it.  He  had  never  intended 
to  deny  that  the  Senator  announced  the  ted  line; 
but  what  he  asserted  was,  that  the  Senator  had  in- 
sisted upon  the  microscopic  dotted  line  as  being 
the  true  boundary.  Tbe  whole  question,  then,  was, 
in  truth,  a  difference  of  impression  or  of  recollec- 
tion as  to  the  object  for  which  the  map  had  been 
int^odaced.    He  (AAr.  R.)  had  honestly  stated  bis 


own  impiesiion  as  to  what  that  object  was,  and 
that  he  considered  the  Senator  as  having  failed  to 
accomplish  that  object  and  in  that  opinion  he  be- 
lieved he  was  stutained  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  the  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  other  point,.it 
was  a  matter  of  form  merely. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  . 
He  wooU  now  drop  everything  that  had  passed, 
and  would  merely  read  to  the  Senate  the  last  letter 
which  was  ever  written  by  Dr.  Franklin;  it  was 
written  in  the  year  1790,  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  was  at  that  lime  Secretary  of  State. 

Copy  of  the  ltu{  letter  written  by  Dr.  Franklin, 

**Philadblprla,  April  6, 1790. 

**Sut:  1  received  your  letter  of  ttie  3L«  of  lui  past,  relaiinc 
to  encroachmeoto  made  od  ilie  eaatera  limiui  of  tne  DBked 
BtateB,  by  tetUers  under  tlie  Britleh  GoTemment,  pretending 
tliai  k  to  tlw  weatern,  and  not  the  ecutem  river  of  the  bay  (n 
Paaaamaquoddy,  which  waa  designated  by  the  name  or  CH.- 
Croix,  in  tbe  treaty  of  peace  wiUi  that  nation,  and  requeating  of 
roe  to  communicate  any  facta  which  my  memory  or  papen 
^  may  enable  me  to  recollect,  and  which  may  indicate  the  trua 
river  which  the  commiaaionera  on  both  sidea  had  in  thc^  view 
to  eatabliah  aa  the  bound^^ry  between  tbe  two  natioqa. 

"Your  letter  found  me  under  a  aavere  fit  of  my  malady,  which 
prevented  mv  answering  It  sooner,  or  auending,  indeed,  to  any 
kind  of  buainese.  I  now  can  assure  you  that  lam  (Mrfectly 
clear  in  the  renembranca  that  the  map  we  uaed  in  tracing  the 
boundary  waa  brought  to  the  treaty  by  the  c&mmiaaioners  fmpi 
England;  and  that,  it  was  the  same  tbal  was  publidied  ny 
Blitchell  above  twenty  years  before.  Having  a  copy  of  that 
map  by  me  In  looae  riMSta,  I  send  you  tliat  sheet  which  con- 
tains tbe  bay  of  Paasamaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  that  part  of 
the  Iwundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  in  that  part  of  the 
IwmuUu'y  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adanu,  who 
had  l>een  eoncerned  in  some  former  disputes  concerning  those 
territories.  I  think,  therefore,  that  you  may  obtain  atill  uuthar 
light  fh>m  him. 

**That  the  map  we  used  waa  Mitchell's  map,  Conftrass  w«r» 
acquainted  at  the  time,  by  letter  to  their  Secretary  for  Porelga 
Affairs,  which,  I  suppose,  may  be  found  upon  Cheir  files. 

**I  laave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  emeem  and  re* 
aped,  sir,  your  most  ot>edientaiid  most  humble  servunt, 

"B.  FRAMKUN. 

**To  THttBAS  Jbpfbbsom, 

**iSecreury  of  8iate  of  tbe  United  Btataa." 

Mr.  8.  said  that  this  pnt  an  end  to  Mr. 
Sparks's  map.  This  letter  shows  that  Dlitcbell^s 
map,  and  not  D'AnWlIe's  map,  was  that  Dr.  Frank- 
lin nsed  for  showing  oor  title;  and  here  is  that 
map,  showing  enr  boundary  along  the  mountain 
ridge  by  Glnebec  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  going 
to  the  northwest  comer  of  Nova  Steotia,  within  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  river  on  this  map — within 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  it,  in  fact.  This  shows  that 
Mr.  Sparks^  discorery  in  Paris  is  not  the  measure 
of  oor  title  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
Here  tlie  subject  dropped. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  CHAIR  announced  tbe  order  of  tbe  day  to  be 
tbe  unfinished  debate  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 
th^  settlement  and  occupation  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  address- 
ed the  Senate  for  nearly  two  hours.  Tbe  two  main 
topics  upon  which  he  dwelt,  were:  first,  the  ques- 
tion of  tbe  proposed  grant  of  lands  to  settlers,  as 
an  infraction  of  tbe  convention  between  ibis  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  established  for  ten  years  in 
1818,  and  renewed  in  1827,  to  confinoe  from  year 
to  year  until  discontinued  by  a  year's  notice  from 
either  party ;  and  next,  the  question  of  the  settle* 
ment  of  other  difficulties  with  England  by  the  late 
treaty,  without  also  settling  that  in  relation  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

In  the  coarse  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that  his 
only  objection  to  tbe  bill  was  in  relation  to  the  , 
provision  making  a  graiit  of  lands.  If  it  was  re- 
committed, and  that  provision  was  stricken  out, 
tbe  rest  of  the  bill  should  have  his  hearty  concur- 
rence. Even  if  the  bill  remained  in  its  presmit 
shape,  and  it  could  be  satisfactorily  proved  to/him 
that  this  provision,  which  proposes  a  grant  of 
land  to  settlers,  is  not  an  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
he  would  give  it  his  support.  He  would  go 
further;  he  would  say,  that  if  the  year's  notice 
were  given  of  oar  intention  to  relinquish  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  he  would,  after  the  cessation  of 
our  obligations  under  it,  most  cheerfully  support 
a  bill  of  this  kind.  But  he  conceived  the  whole 
question,  at  present,  was,  whether  this  bill,  in  its 
present  form,  would  not  be  a  violation  of  our 
obligations  under  the  treaty^  and  that  it  would,  he 
had  not  now  the  slightest  doubt. 

Here  Mr.  C.  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  with  a  view  of  showing  that 
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the  okif  oocapation  or  settlemeDt  which  eovld 
take  place  in  good  faith,  was  a  joint  occupation 
kad  setUement  for  pnrpoeee  of  trade,  homing,  and 
trappiiig;and  that  Great  Britain  never  bad  in  any 
single  instance  otherwise  interpreted  the  treaty,  or 
acted  upon  it.  Her  encuttragement  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Oonpany  was  for  purposes  of  trade  and  hant- 
ing,  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  treaty.  If  the 
coapany  bad  built  forts  and  made  setttiements, 
it  was  in  fartheranee  of  the  objects  of  trade,  and 
carrying  on  the  trapping  and  hunting  in  which  it 
was  engaged.  It  was  perfectly  open  to  us,  under 
the  treaty,  to  do  the  same.  He  dented  that  Eng- 
land had  extended  over  the  country  an  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  She  only  applied  bt r  own  laws  to  her 
own  subjects.  We  might  do  the  same.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  she  ever  granted  away  a  sin- 
gle acre  of  the  territory,  or  exercised  an  exclusive 
right  of  that  kind,  he  would  then  say  that  we 
might  do  the  same.  But  no  soch  thing  could  be 
shown,  for  it  had  not  been  done. 

• 

As  to  the  allegations  that  England,  in  a  commu- 
nication with  the  ministers  of  our  Qovernment,  bad 
said  that  British  interests  had  grown  up  in  the 
lierritory,  which  should  and  would  be  protected,  he 
coQtenaed,  that  taking  the  whole  context,  and  giv- 
ing what  followed  in  the  sentence,  so  fiar  from  ibis 
being  an  assertion  of  exclusive  right,  or  a  threat  of 
possession  against  the  United  Sutes,  the  most  di- 
rect reservation  was  made  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  to  joint  occupation  aad  interest  in  the 
territory  under  the  treaty,  by  which  both  countries 
were  bonnj}.  He  read  the  passage  in  full,  with  a 
view  of  showing  the  correctness  of  his  view  of  the 
avowal  made  by  England. 

la  commenting  upon  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbmton,]  who  bad  preceded 
him  in  the  disonseion  when  the  subject  was  last  up, 
he  took  occasion  to  remove  an  erroneon^  impres- 
sion, which  he  conceived  was  calculated  to  do  great 
injustice  to  a  distinguished  man,  [Mr.  Webster,) 
who  could  not  there  defend  himself.  He  alluded 
to  the  fears  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, that  the  President's  message  declining  to  fur- 
nish the  correspondence,  or  informal  communica- 
tions, relative  to  the  pending  negotiation  about 
the  Oregon  Territory,  implied  grounds  for  conclu- 
ding  that  propositions  had  been  made  by  onr  Sec- 
retary of  State,  whicb  the  Administration  was 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow;  that,  in  fact,  the  rumor 
must  be  correct  which  had  got  abroad,  that  a  prop- 
osition had  been  made  or  entertained,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  to  settle  down  npon  the  Colombia 
river  as  the  boundary  line.  Now,  he  was  glad  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  undeceive  the  Senator,  and 

to  assure  him,  which  he  did  from  authority (qf  he 

had  been  requested  by  the  Secretary  himself  to  do 
it  for  him — that  he  never  cither  made  or  enter- 
tained a  proposition  to  admit  of  any  line  south  of 
the  49ih  parallel  of  latitude,  as  a  negotiable  bound- 
ary line  for  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

After  Mr.  C.  had  considerably  more  at  large,  and 
in  his  own  words,  (the  purport  of  which  is  oHly  at- 
tempted in  this  sketch,)  folly  explained  this  matter, 
he  next  turned  to  so  much  of  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  as  condemned  the  late 
treaty  with  GJrcat  Britain  in  relation  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary  line.  .He  entered  into  a  long, 
minute,  and  topographical  inquiry  and  explana- 
/  tion,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Secretary  of  State  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous ever  attempted  for  this  country  in  any 
previous  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  Having 
argued  this  point  elaborately,  he  turned  to  the  line 
^reed  upon  through  the  great  Western  lakes,  with 
a  view  of  proving  that  we  had  in  reality— and  not 
merely  seemingly,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  sop- 
poeed— gained  four  millions  of  acres  of  land.  He 
quoted  a  pamphlet,  (said  to  be  written  by  Lord  Pal- 
mersion,)  to  show  that  ibe  most  intelligent  English 
statesmen  cossidered  that  we  had  immeasnrably 
the  best  of  the  bargain  in  the  late  treaty,  and  par- 
ticttlarly  as  to  the  acquisition  of  this  four  millions 
of  aciea  in  the  West.  He  traced  the  line  from 
Pigeon  river  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  agreed 
upon,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  the  ider.- 
tic«l  Una  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  as  no 
pther  water-course  was  known  till  1803  but  the 


souihtm  water  course  adopted  as  the  true  line  in 
the  late  treaty. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  bill  wonld  be 
recommitted,  and  (the  provision  granting  lands 
being  stricken  out)  that  the  measure  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  so  much  of  the  Sena- 
tor's remarks  as  touched  npon  hia  speech;  and  in- 
sisted that  the  same  line  co  which  theSenator^s 
concluding  remarks  alluded,  was  thirty  or  forty 
aitej  north  of  that  which  the  Senator  supposed. 
*  Mr.  B.^s  remarks  (which  were  mostly  statisti- 
cal) will  be  given  in  full  in  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  MOREHBAD  next  obtained  the  floor,  and, 
on  his  motion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRBSENTATIVffik     , 

Weonesdat,  Jandary  18, 1843. 

Mr.  ftEAD  presented  two  remonstrances^  signed 
by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  rspeal  of 
the  bankrut)t  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RIGGS  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Whitewater,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsm, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Miiwaukie, 
in  said  Territory,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  upper  lakes. 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  resolution;  and 
it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landf  be  1n- 
■tructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediancy  of  reporting.a  joint  rea* 
olaiion,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  special  agent  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  alleged  frauds  under  the  pre-emption  laws;  the 
appointment  of  such  agent  tiaving  been  recommended  by  the 
OommiMioner  of  the  General  Land  CMfice  in  his  annual  report. 

Also,  that  said  commiuoe  be  instructed  to  inquiro  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  amend  the  existuigand  former 
pre-emption  laws,  so  as  to  permit  the  heirs  or  representatives 
of  those  who  settled  on  the  public  lands  with  (he  intention  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption  laws, 
but  who  died  before  the  forma  required  by  said  laws  had  been 
complied  wiiti,  to  anler  the  same,  if  satisfactory  evidence  is 
produced  that  the  settler  or  settlers,  if  living,  would  k>e  entitled 
to  said  land. 

Mr.  GWrNalso  offered  the  following  resoln- 
tioD,  and  it  was  adopted: 

ReMlved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  tlouse  all  the  information  in  possession  of 
the  Navy  Department  In  regard  to  the  naval  depot  of  the  Fnl- 
ted  States  at  Port  Mahon,  and  especially  wbeUier  any  vessels  of 
the  United  States  Mediternnean  squadron  have  tieenJcept  for 
any  length  of  time  in  said  port  inactive;  andfif  so,  how  long; 
and  whether  any  of  the  officers  have  heretofore  establishMl 
themselves,  during  such  period,  i>a  stiore  at  that  place,  and  for 
what  length  of  time,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  house,  and  the 
names  of  such  vessels  and  of  said  officers;  and  further  to  state 
whether  any,  and  what,  reforms  have  been  contemplated,  or 
are  considered  to  be  necessary,  in  regard  to  the  coidition  and 
conduct  oi  the  Mediterranean  squadron  in  these  particulars. 

Mr.  GWIN  also  offered  the  following  resc- 
lution;  and  it  was  adopted,  after  an  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Tlouse  the  amount  of  the  daily  expenses, 
excluiiveof  the  pay  of  the  oflicersand  crew,  of  the  Missoun 
and  Mississippi  steam-frigates,  respectively,  while  in  service; 
and  to  specify  the  amount  of  fuel  consumed  by  each  daily,  in- 
cluding the  amount  of  wastage,  where  the  said  fuel  has  t>een  pur- 
chased, from  whom,  by  whom,  and  at  what  price. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Reaolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  Uouse,  (if  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  service,)  whatever  information  may  be  in  his  possession 
in  relation  to  the  recent  capture  of  Monterey,  in  California,  by 
Commodore  T.  Ap  Caiesby  Jones;  and  to  otate  whether  the 
said  Jones  had  any  instructions  from  the  Govomment  which 
were  intended  should  be  construed  into  authority  for  such  pro* 
ceedings. 

Mr.  LTNN  objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  offered  the  following,  and  it  was 

adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  insttuciedto  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a  pension 
to  John  Gary,  a  free  colored  man,  a  native  of"  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  State  of  Virginia,  now  resident  of  this  Die- 
trict,  who  saya  he  was  a  bodv  servant  of  General  Washington 
at  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat,  in  1768,  and  was  proieot  at 
that  battle;  and  a^o,  that  he  was  a  servant  of  General  Wash- 
ington at  the  purrender  of  Comwallis,  In  1781;  and  who  is  be- 
lieved to  be  1 12  years  old. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion, and  then  explained  that  an  error  had  occnrred. 
in  recording  his  vote  on  a  motion  made  yesterday 
to  fix  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  as  the  hoar  of  meeiihg  on 
Friday  and  Satnrday  next,  whieh  are  days  appro- 
priated by  the  mles  to  private  bosiaees.     Having 


^Qsed  a  correction  of  the  joofnal^  he  moved  a  n- 
eonskfemtioa  of  (he  vote  of  yester  )9ay. 

Mr.  HBRIWBTHBR  moved  to  hf  that  fcsohH 
tion  on  the  ta^,  observing  that  ^^iitlenleA  who 
voted  to  meet  early  did  not  come  to  the  Hoose  al 
the  time  fixed. 

Mr.  COWKN  called  for  the  ytaa  and  Hayv,  bat 
rhey  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  was  faud  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose  to  a  privileged  question; 
and  was  imderslood  to  move  the  reconsideration  of 
some  vote,  which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  EY^RETT  desired  to  move  a  sdspemSon 
of  the  rales,  to  enable  the  House  to  proeeed  with 
and  dispose  of,  the  question  of  recottsfd^entioB  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  passage  of  the  bank^ 
rapt  law;  which  was  moved  by  ibegentleihan  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Pboffit.]  He  thought  that  should 
be  disposed  of  before  the  House  proceeded  to  any 
other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  Yeaolre  it- 
self in  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  thepnrpose 
(as  be  said)  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  satisflKtion 
of  claims  for  Pretich  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  EYERBTT,  on  an  explaaation  being:  giren 
diat  the  question  of  reconsideration  which  he  whth- 
ed  to  dispose  of,  would  come  up  of  course  after 
the  momnig  hour,  withdrew  his  motion  to  soapend 
the  mles. 

Mr.  ADAfilS  then  pressed  his  motion,  and 'call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it; '  which  were  or- 
^  dered,  and  resulted  as  fblto^s— -yeas  107,  najrs  ^. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  RILL. 

Sq  the  House  resolved  itself  into  pptnmittee  of 
the  Whole',  (Mr.  Hopkins  of  Virgmia  in  the 
phair,)  and  resumed  the  consideiation  of  the  Ull 
making  appropriation^  for  the  support  of  the 
army.  . 

Mr.  PROFPITT  moved  to  take  np  the  bOl 
makmg  appropriatieiis  for  &m  oen^aatiea  of  #m 
Cnmberland  road. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  was  nor  in  or- 
der— die  army  appropriation  blH  having  the  priority 
— and  mast  be  postponed,  in  order  to  tains  up  other 
business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  movejjl  to  postpone  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  providing  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  IBOO. 

Mr.  PICKENS  called  for  tellers,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  qnestion,  they  [Messrs. 
Saunders  and  Read]  reported  ayes  78,  noes  80. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 

[When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  qnes- 
tion pending  was  on  the  following  amendment  sob- 
mitted  b^  Mr.  DEBEanr: 

'Tor  amnala,  one  hundred  tnd  teo  thovtend  doHan^  twenty 
ihounnd  dollars  of  wbich  to  be  applied  lowaida  completing  tb« 
arsenal  now  under  train  of  conetraciion  at  FayetteTille,  iKSth 
Carolina."] 

The  question  being  put  on  ■  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Debcrrv,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  then  called  for  tellers,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  renewed  his  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill,  for  tbe  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  READ  inqnired  if  tbe  motion  was  in  order, 
a  similar  one  having  just  been  rejected. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was,  there  having  been 
intervening  business  since  the  same  motion  was 
made  and  rejected,  viz:  the  call  for  and  orderhig 
of  tellers  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Dsbbrrt] 

Mr.  READ  called  for  tellers  on  the  motion; 
wbich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  tbe  opinion  riiat 
motions  of  this  kind  should  not  be  made  ofleaer 
than  oDce  a  day;  for,  by  moving  them  in  this  way, 
just  after  they  had  been  rejected,  as  was  done  by 
the  gentleman  frum  Massachusetts,  a  -great  aad 
unnecessary  wa^te  of  time  was  oecastoned. 

Mr.  PICKENS  obeerved  that,  if  proceedtogalke 
this  were  to  be  tolerated,  there  wonld  be  no  fel- 
ting on  with  tbe  business  of  the  House;  they  wonki 
never  be  able  to  tell  what  they  were  abom  lado.    . 

The  CHAIR  repeated  hisdeoiiioa,  thai  the  Mo- 
tion was  in  order;  andt  the  qaestion  was  taken  by 
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the  leOecL.  ( Messrs  ..Wbllbr  and  Stratton,)  wbo 
rejported  ayes  63»  noes  78. 

So  Mr*  Adams'^  motion  was  again  rejected. 

Tbe  <iii£9(ion  recoiriog  oo  Mr.  DsBEiiaT^s  amend- 

Mr.  McKAT  anggested  to  his  colleagne  to  mod- 
ifjii^aQaa^l  lo  increase  the  appropriation,  bat 
to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Secretary  of  Warto 
ipri;|10,000'of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation 
of  last  year»  now  on  band,  to  the  assenAl  ad  Fayette- 
TtUe.  McMcK,  said  that  there  was  i^n  appro- 
priation of  1120,000  made  last  year,  with  the  un- 
demanding that  #10,000  of  it  should  be  applied  to 
the  North  Carolina  arsenal;  and  of  this  appropria- 
tion, he  had  ascertained  that  over  |94,000  now  re- 
laained  unexpended  in  the  treasury.  All  that  was 
mited,  therefore,  Was  to  direct  the  application  of 
t  pait'Ot  this  si^n  to  the  object  his  coJleague  had 
in  view.  If  his  colleague  would  modify  his  amend- 
sent  in  the  manner  he  bad  suggested,  he  presumed 
that  no  geniieman^ould  object  to  it,  as  there 
would  in  that  case  be  no  increase  of  the  appro- 
pdatioD. 

Hr.  DEBERRY  had  no  particular  objection  to 
ibe  course  of  his  colleague,  but  his  constituents 
were  anxioos  for  the  appropriation  wh|cb  he  had 
ptopoaed.  They  strongly  suspected  that  there  was 
BD  miention  on  the  pari  of  the  department  to  make 
this  anything  more  than  a  mere  arsenal  of  deposite. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Legislature  of  r>)orth 
Carolina  interfered  and  passed  resolutions.  He 
aigedthe  propriety  and  necessity  for  completing 
tfa^aiseoaJy  since  it  was  the  only  arsenal  south 
of  the  Potomac  He  did  not  believe  in  the  sincerity 
o(  those  officers  of  the  department,  who  held  out 
tkat  they  intended  to  complete  the  work.  His  con* 
stitntnu  were  tired  of  being  tantalized  and  humbug- 
Sed,  and  it  was  now  several  years  since  any  pro- 
gffss  had  been  made.  He  expressed  his .  willing- 
ness to  modify  his  amendment  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  McKat,]  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  War  to  appropriate  flO.OOO 
Hi  the  money  now  on  hand  to  the  completioa  of  the 
inenal  at  IViyeticvilie. 

flir»JtfcKAT  read  a  letter  from  the  officer  under 
whoM  charge  the  work  was;  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  large  quantity  of  materials  was  now 
oa  hand  (br  the  construction  of  the  work,  and  the 
Qofemment  would  suffer  injury  by  allowiog  the 
vorb  to  remain  much  longer  in  their  present  situa- 
tion. 

Mr.  GILMER  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thoo^tihe.ptinciple  wrong.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  Congress  should  make  any  exception  in  favor 
of  the  arsenal  in  North  Carolina,  when  the  process 
of  restricting  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Gk>vem- 
neat  was  going  on. 

Mr.  GRAHAJd  replied,  and  sustained  the 
tmendoieat  He  contended  that  the  Legislature 
fihoald  interfere  in  this  matter.  The  case  was  pe- 
CBlittf  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  materials 
van  on. hand,  he  urged  the  fapt  that  no  other 
Mieaal  existed  south  of  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  an  unexpended  balance 
veaaiaed  over  Irom  last  year,  it  was  unnecessary 
ipiiva  the  direction  in  relation  to  the  North  Caro- 
Kuaneaal.  Let  the  department  make  theex- 
^Mditiie.  He  urged,  moreover,  that  the  pro- 
|Md  divisioa  of  a  pan  of  the  appropriation  for 
*<KaalBtotheNofth  Carolina  arsenal  would  en- 
^WU  the  public  propeity  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CALBOUN  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
^yeiteville  arsenal  eooipleted;  and  pressed  upon 
teaomoMttae  tha  eooaideration,  that«  whilst  there 
^  saany  arsenals  throughout  the  Northern  and 
Bistsm  States,  there  was  none  in  the  South  and 
S^Bikwear.  He  advocated  a  reorganization  and 
«>TsriMiling  of  the  whole  system  of  arsenals,  con- 
teading  that  there  were  too  many  in  some  seciionsi 
iNaot  enough  in  others. 

Mr.  QV^liER  inquired  whether  this  appropria 
^  was  to  complete  arsenals  already  begun,  oc  to 
^'^  new  arsenals,  or  for  the  custody  of  arme. 

Mf.  FUXiMORE  said  that  thece  were  but  two 
NMdB  began  which  were  not  finished.  The  ap- 
pfopnatioo  was  mainly  intended  for  repairs^  for 
iWitsaia  of  .which  exBaodiinre  he  referred  to  doc- 
«»sai»o.ifi^ 

Mf.  (MUfEA  9t9BCf^  with  the  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts,  [Mx.  Cilhoun,]  that  there 
were  too  many  arsenals  at  present.  He  should 
move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  |90,000  to 
$50,000,  so  as  to  expend  money  only  on  those  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The  CHAfR  decided  the  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  he  had  so  supposed,  but  now 
gave  notioe'of  his  intention  to  make  it  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  replied  to  various  i^entlemea 
who  had  opposed  the  appropriation.  He  thought 
it  due  at  least  to  the  wisfanss  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  to  make  this  small  appro- 
priation of  (10,000. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  complained  that  he  was 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  ap[)ropria- 
tion.  He  did  not  understand  the  reason  for  many 
of  the  proposed  items  of  appropriation,  and  wished 
for  infoVmaiion  before  he  could  consent  to  vote 
away  the  public  money. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  explained^  for  the  information 
of  the   gentleman    from  Georgia,    [Mr.    Msai- 

WWTRBa.] 

The  quebtton  was  then  put  on  the  amendment; 
'  and,  as  16  only  rose  in  its  favor, 
Mr.  DEBERRY  withdrew  iu 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  appropriation,  and  insert  an  appropria- 
tion of  |25,000  for  the  completion  of  arsenals  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Fa(yetteville,  N.  C.  He 
said  that  the  arsenals,  it  must  be  admitted,  were  in 
decent  and  reputable  condition,  especially  as 
|90,000  of  the  money  previously  appropriated 
for  their  repair  was  yet '  unexpended.  But,  be- 
yond this,  it  was  stated  by  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
that  many  of  the  arsenals  were  unnecessary;  and, 
as  the  treasury  of  the  country  was,  and  was  likely 
to  continue,  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  he  hal 
proposed  to  ^strike  out  the  whole  appropriation, 
and  substitute  a  sum  which  would  be  sufficient  for 
two  arsenals,  at  points  Where  it  was  obvious  they 
were  requisite. 

Mr.  GILMER  called  the  attention  of  his  col* 
league  to  the  detailed  estimates,  which  would  show 
him  that  |10>000  only  was  required  for  each  of  Uie 
.  arsenals  for  which  he  proposed  to  make  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr .  SMITH  aeted  on  the  suggestion,  and  sub- 
stituted 130,000  for  135,000. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He 
said  an  appropriation  was  necessary  (o  repair  the 
arsenals,  both  for  their  preservation  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  arms  which  they' contained;  and  fur- 
ther, he  deprecated  the  basing  of  legislation  on  un^ 
authorized  statements.  Instead  of  |90,000  unex- 
pended, as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
there  was  only  some  |70,000;  and  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  that  sum  was  appropriated  to  defray 
such  expenses  as  should  be  required  in  the  inter- 
val, up  to  the  lit  of  July,  and  it  was  for  the  period 
subsequent  to  that  day  that  the  appropriation  un- 
der consideration  was  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  was  no  proposition  more 
clear  than  that  the  buildings  were  in  good  condi- 
tion and  repair;  and,  according  to  the  Kentleman^ 
own  admission,  there  was  some  j^70,000  unexpend- 
ed, and  therefore  he  could  not  be  justly  charged 
with  a  desire  to  leave  the  public  property  to  go  to 
ruin.  He  then  Justined  his  motion  on  other  grounds. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Calhoun] 
had  shown  that  some  of  the  arsenals  were  unneces- 
sary, and  therefore  it  was  tbcir  obvious  duty  to 
put  them  out  of  existence;  but,  in  justification  of 
his  amendment,  especially  in  relation  to  the  arsen- 
al at  LiUle  Rock,  be  reminded  the  committee  of  the 
proximity  of  40,000  Indian  warriors  to  that  coun- 
try, who  could  sweep  its  occupants  from  that  por- 
tion of  this  Union. 

Mr.  CROSS  opposed  the  amendment  in  some 
remarks,  which  were  not  distinctly  heard. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  strike  out  |90,000  and 
insert  |50,000. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Several  items  were  then  read  and  passed  with- 
oi^t  amendmient* 


When  the  Clerk  read  the  item  making  an  ap- 
ptopiiaiion  for  further  milHary  surveys, 

Mr.  QILMBR  said  he  thought  that  was  a 
branch  of  the  public  service  which  could  ^  sua* 
pended,  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  that  appropria- 
tion.  

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aifd  Means  how  that 
money  was  expended.  He  thought  there  %ere 
men  amongst  the  officers  of  this  country  that 
were  competent  to  make  these  surveys. 

Mr.PILLMORE  understood  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable additional  expense  beyond  that  of  mere 
officers,  such  as  clerk-hire,  transportation,  dbc* 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  they  had  very  large 
annual  expenditures  for  transportation,  and  a  num- 
ber of  officers  of  high  pay.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  military  service  5bould  be  exclusively  employed 
in  these  surveys.  It  was  by  employing  other  per^ 
soiis  than  the  regular  officers  *of  the  Qovemment, 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
swelled  up  to. such  an  extent. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  spoke  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  surveys,  and  said  that  they  were  made  so  as ' 
10  be  ready  whenever  it  might  be  necessary  to 
erect  fortifications.  \ 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  there  were  two  or 
three  different  classes  of  fortifications,  covering 
the  whole  frontier;  and  he  could  not  imagin)e  the 
necessity  for  an  appropriation  as  small  as  this.  He 
thought  that  these  surveys  were  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  good  jobs  to  the  officers  above  their 
regular  pay,  than  for  any  real  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try. Our  officers  were  so  well  paid,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  give  them'sucb  jobs  to  eke  out  their 
means  of  living. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  FiLLMoaa^ 
motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  desired  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  what  was  meant  by  the  olanae  **for 
expenses  for  preparing  drawings  for  artillery."  The 
reason  he  asked  was,  there  was  generally  a  proviso 
in  the  appropriation  bills,  that  there  should  be  no 
extra  compensation  paid  to  any  officers,  or  other 
persons  in  the  employment  of  the  department.  Yet, 
notwiibatandiag  this  proviso,  the  committee  of 
which  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia  [Mr.  GiLMaa] 
was  at  the  bead,  had  ferreted  out  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  ordnance  officers  received  an  extra 
compensation  of  ^  per  day,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  pay,  for  preparing  drawings  of  artillery. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him  .that  this  kind  of  work 
was  part  ci  the  regular  duty  of  these  officers,  for 
which  they  received  regular  pay. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  that  there  had  been 
a  board  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  every  part  of  the  artillery  uniform, and  that 
a  dfaughtsman  was  employed  to  assist  them.  The 
committee,  con^ndering  the  extra  pay  of  this  board 
an  abuse,  struck  it  out  of  the  appropriation  of  last 
year,  and  this  year  there  was  no  estimate  for  it. 
The  pay  of  the  draughtsman,  however.was  estimated 
for;  and  this,  with  the  incidental  expenses  of  sta- 
tionery, &c.,  made  up  this  item. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  as  there  had  been  a 
provision  inserted  in  the  former  appropriation  blll^, 
ti  at  no  person  in  regular  pay  should  receive  any 
extra  compensation,  the  Uw  had  been  trampled  on 
by  the  department  in  making  such  allowances;  and 
he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Arnold,]  to  call  up  bis  bill  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  correct  this  and  all  similar  abuse?. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  if  this  #1,200 
was  for  the  purchase  of  paper  alone. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  answered,  for  drawing  paper, 
ink,  dkc. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  observed,  that  this  *'and  so 
forth**  might  include  everything. 

Mr.  GILMER  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact,  that  in  thi«  bill  there  were 
$65,000  appropriated,  by  three  ctauies  in  juxtapo- 
sition, and  all  for  the  same  general  and  specific 
purposes.  First,  there  was  a  clause  appropriating 
#15,000  for  the  surveys  for  the  military  defences  of 
the  country,  inland  and  Atlantic;  secondly,  for  mili- 
tary aod  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  Missis- 
yippi,#l5,000  for  the  half  calendar  year,  and  #15,000 
for  tlie  fiscal  year— making  #30,000;  end,  thirdly, 
for  the  continuation  of  the  surveys  on  the  Northern 
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lakes,  |30,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  stop  all  those 
svvejs,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  two  first 
were  for  the  same  ebjects.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  a  looseness,  not  only  gboat  the  mode  of 
appropriating  the  pablie  money,  bat  about  its  ex* 
penditore;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the  gentle- 
mtn  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Calbodn]  to  cc- 
operala  with  him  in  checking  such  a  course  of 
things. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  appropriation  for  the  continnatlon  of  the  sar- 
Teys  of  the  North  and  Northwestern  lakes;  for,  ac* 
cording  to  the  opinions  held  by  many  gentlemen 
there,  they  coald  not  be  carried  on  correctly 
wiihoat  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hassler. 
We  have  (said  Mr.  B.)  immediately  following 
this  appropriaiion,  very  large  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Academy,  where  for  years  they  had 
been  edacating  yoao^  men  for  the  scientific  par- 
poses  of  the  Qovernment.  They  had  an  engineer 
corps,  also,  whose  officers  received  very  high  sala- 
ries; and  everybody  most  be  satisfied  that  there 
were  enoaghof  ihem  to  make  all  the  surveys,  both 
inland  and  Atlantic,  and  carry  on  ail  the  scientific 
works  of  the  Government,  without  employing 
other  persons.  He  was  for  employing  these  offi- 
cers in  these  works;  and  if  ihey  were  not  compe- 
tent, to  get  others  in  their  places.  These  surveys 
coctt  somewhere  about  half  a  million  yearly,  and 
nobody  knew  where  they  were  going  on.  It  was 
time  that  this  business  was  systematized,  so  that 
they  might  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  how 
much  they  were  expending  on  it. 

Mr.  FlLLHORB  spoke  Of  the  importance  of 
these  surveys,  and  explained  the  difierence  t)etween 
them.  The  object  was  to  make  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  points  at  which  fortifica- 
tions would  be  necessary  on  the  Qulf,  on  the  lakes, 
and  on  the  Atlantic  frontier.  Mr.  F.  handed  up  to 
the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  War  Department, 
showing  the  importance  and  utility  of  these  sur- 
veys; which  was  read. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  wished  to  know  if  these  sur- 
veys  were  made  by  the  regalar  officers  of  the  Qov- 
ernment, or  by  other  persons.  He  did  not  wish  to 
stop  these  surveys,  and  was  willing  to  incur  all  the 
incidental  expenses  connected  with  them;  but  be 
objected  to  the  expense  of  employing  other  persons, 
when  the  Qovernment  had  officers  enough  under 
regular  pay. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  believed  that  the  work  was 
carried  on  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Qovern- 
ment. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
meant  that  these  surveys  were  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  points  for  fortifications,  he  looked 
upon  them  as  a  useless  expense;  for,  considering  the 
changes  taking  place  in  the  syttem  of  fortifications, 
together  with  the  increase  in  the  population  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  surveyed,  it  would  be 
impossible  now  to  say  where  it  would  be  best  to 
have  fortifications,or  of  what  description  they  should 
be,  some  years  hence.  He  thought  the  officers  had 
better  be  employed  in  walking  about  the  streets, 
than  making  surveys  with  such  objects  in  view. 

Mr.  MEIRIWBTHBR  moved  to  strike  out 
130,000,  and  insert  |20,000  for  the  surveys  of  the 
North  and  Northwestern  lakes.  He  said  that 
|30,000  was  sufficient,  inasmuch  as  the  department 
had  only  estimated  for  that  sum,  though  the  commit- 
tee had  given  $30,000. 

Mr.  M.  read  a  letter  from  Capuin  Williams,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
an  appropriation  of  |30,000  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  FiLLMORB  argued  that  the  increased  ap- 
propriation proposed  would  be  greatly  beneficial, 
in  completing  the  survey  at  an  earlier  day  than  it 
could  be  done  under  present  arrangements. 

Mr.  MERIWBTHER  contended  that  the 
pre^nt  was  not  the  time  to  increase  such  appropri- 
ations— a  time  when  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasu- 
ry told  us  the  tariff  would  have  to  be  alierrd  so  as 
to  add  13,000,000  to  the  revenue  of  the  Qovero- 
naent.  He  hoped  that  the  sum  of  |520,000,  asked 
for  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,  who  was 
on  the  spot  and  knew  everything  about  it,  would 
n  granted,  instead  of  |30,000  as  asked  for  by  I 


Col.  Abert,  who  lived  in  Washington,  and  never 
saw  the  work  in  question. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON  and  FILLMORE  as  to 
whether  this  item  was  not  proposed  and  rejected 
last  session;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  such  was 
not  the  fact. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that,  if  he  under- 
stood the  question  rightly,  the  amendment  involved 
the  question  whether  there  should  be  an  increase  of 
the  present  annnal  appropriation,  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  snrvey  at  an  earlier  day  than  was 
now  contemplated.  He  argued  that,  in  our  pres- 
ent condition,  it  was  better  to  leave  expenditures  as 
they  were,  than  to  incur  any  increase. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  re* 
jected. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  then  rose,  and  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  after  the  133d  tine, 
an  item  providing  for  an  appropriation  of  (30,000 
for  a  military  survey  from  Council  Blnflfs,  on  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
in  Oregon  Territory.  He  stated  that  be  desired  to 
have  this  item  inserted  in  lien  of  the  item  of 
(30,000  '*for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  Chair,  however,  informed  him  that  it  would 
not  be  order  to  move  to  amend  that  item,  as  it  had 
been  passed  upon  by  the  committee;  and  it  was 
for  this  reascn  that  he  offered  the  amendment  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section.  He  then  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  a  strain  of  forcible  reasoniog 
in  favor  of  his  amendment.  It  was  not,  as  gentle- 
men might  think,  an  extraordibary  proposition.  It 
was  important  as  bearing  upon  the  proposed  settle- 
meat  of  Oregon  Territory;  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen would  not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  refuse 
to  allow  our  citizens  to  take  possession  of  that 
territory,  merely  because  England  pretended  to 
have  a  right  to  it.  If  England  had  any  claim 
whatever  to  the  soil  of  Oregon,  it  was^confined  to 
that  portion  above,  the  mynth  of  the  Columbia, 
where  the  survey  he  proposed  would  not  touch. 
He  expressed  an  anxious  desire  that  the  attention 
of  members  should  be  called  to  this  subject,  in 
order  that  they  might  consider  the  propriety  of 
hereafter  constructing  a  military  road  in  Oregon. 
For  the  purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  to  gen- 
tlemen to  weigh  the  matte^well  in  their  own  minds, 
he  would  move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  then 
let  the  question  be  taken  on  his  proposition  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  consented  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  entered  into  an  explanation  of 
the  subject,  and  urged  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  specific  appropriation  wished  by  the  gen- 
tleman irom  Illinois,  [Mr.  Retnolds]  The 
amount  appropriated  m  this  bill  for  surveys,  ex- 
ceeded that  appropriated  for  seme  years  past.  The 
item,  too,  for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
(|30,000,)  might,  under  the  direction  of  the  de- 
partment, be  applied  towards  the  very  object  de- 
sired by  tbe  gentleman,  [Mr.  Rstmolds  ]  The 
House,  be  thought,  should  not  decide  upon  the 
mantfer  in  which  this  appropriation  should  be  ex- 
pended, but  should  leave  it  to  the  department.  He 
also  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
there  was  already  a  survey  or  map  in  existence, 
which  had  been  prepared  by  Captain  Wilkes  when 
on  tbe  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  replied  generally  to  tbe  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
FiixMORB.]  He  contended  that  Congress— elected 
for  two  years,  and  more  responsible  to  the  people 
than  any  public  officer— was  better  qualified  to  de- 
cide what  surveys  were  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
Qovernment,  than  either  the  Secretary  of  War  or 
the  President.  If  he  were  anxious  to  know  as  to 
surveys  about  Buffalo  or  the  surrounding  country,  he 
would  sooner  take  the  statements  of  the  gentleman, 
(its  Representative,)  than  all  tbe  secretaries  in  tbe 
country.  So,  too,  he  won  Id  rather  have  the  opinions 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  comii  g  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  in  relation  to  these  local 
surveys,  than  those  of  public  officers  in  Washing- 
ton city.  As  to  the  map  of  Capuin  Wilked,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman,  that  might  be  very 
good  in  its  way,  and  veqr  aecnrate  and   very 


P^ity;  but  be  did  not  want  a  snrvey  or  OMp  of 
Columbia  river  only.  That  might  be  well  eoougk 
for  navigation;  but  it  would  not  answer  tbe  pur- 
poses of  the  people,  who  wished  n  military  ronte 
to  Oregon,  in  order  that  they  might  go  there  with 
their  families  and  settle. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  eonmhtBe 
now  rise:  previous  to  putting  which  nkddon,  some 
conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  CAVB 
JOHNSON,  FILLMORE,  and  CALHOUN,  in 
relation  to  a  bill  to  prohibit  extra  allowances  to 
public  officers;  the  result  of  which  eonverantion 
was  an  agreement  to  have  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  di^:harged  from  the  further  consideratioo 
of  said  bill,  instead  of  reporting  it  to  the  House. 

Tbe  motion  that  tbe  committee  rise  was  then  put, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  discharge  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  prohilntuif  extra 
allowances  to  officers  of  the  GK)vemnienL 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  if  iThad  been  before  m. 
committee.  '* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  it  had  not 

Mr.  FILLMORB  had  no  donbt  it  was  m  Tcry 
proper  bill. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.BLACK,  from  the  Committee  on  ttie  Territo- 
ries, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  ads  organ- 
izing the  Qovemments  of  the  several  TerritorieB  of 
thfe  United  States;  and  it  was  read  twice  aa4  coaa- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  ofiTered  a  resolntion  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  this  Honeea 
practicable  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  expendi* 
ture  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and 
to  limit  the  number  of  cadets,  so  as  to  correspond 
with  the  wants  of  the  country  and  the  strength  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  CUSH1NG  objected,  and  the  resolalkm  wa» 
not  considered. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  joint  resolntioK 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  ftft 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  whieb 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  stateuMnt  of  ibn 
receipts  of  ^  the  Government  for  the  last  qnnrier; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  ^ 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE.     . 

Thubsdit/  Jannary  19, 1843. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  jobit  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  oa 
the  subject  of  the  rigid  construction  given  by  ibe 
Postmaster  Qeneral  to  the  post  office  lawa.  Mr.  S. 
remarked  that  there  was  much  feeling  in  the  whole 
Western  country  concerning  a  regulation  of  that 
department,  making  pamphlets  and  newspnpera 
(which  may  happen  to  have  the  name  of  »e  pec» 
son  sending  such  manors  through  tbe  mail)  cbaige- 
able  witb  letter  postage.  Great  diiBcnhy  uid  aaeli 
feeling  are  the  consequence  of  such  eonstnMstioft 
of  the  post  office  law>,  especially  in  the  State  of 
Indiana;  so  much  so,  that  tbe  attention  of  4ie  Le- 
gislature had  been  called  to  the  subject,  and  tbat 
body  have  passed  the  resolutions  he  then  preMtad, 
urging  a  repeal  or  modification  of  that  portion  of 
the  laws  of  the  department  which  justified  8«eb  a 
regulation.  He  hoped  the  Committee  on  tbe  Foaa 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  he  proposed  to  re- 
fer the  resolutions,  would  give  the  subject  their  nK 
tention.  The  resolutions  were  then  referred,  asd 
ordered  to  be  Vented. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblla 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  Honae  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heifs  or  Ibe 
assignees  of  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  Ji 
McGill,*'  reported  the  same  back  witb  an 
ment,  being  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Gtelms^ 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  Honse  bill 
619,  for  the  relief  of  Atahel  Lee,  Harvey  Lse, 
and  Lemuel  Lee. 

Mr  GRAHAM,  fVom  the  Committee  on  ClillM, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  OttMb; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  badr,  from  tbe  snaae  eom- 
mittee,  without  amendment^  and  witb  a  raeowMii- 
ation  that  ibey  do  pass,  HonM  bills  for  tbe  lettiC 
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of  JohB  OrysdAley  and  for  the  relitf  of  Johoaon 

BIr.  MERRICK  presented  a  commanicaUon 
from  the  QoYeraor  ol  Maryland,  enclosing  reao- 
lutiow  adopted  by  the  Legiaiatnre  of  that  Stale, 
lelatire  to  a  proposed  transfer  of  tbo  stock  held 
by  ibe  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
caaalt  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  the  condition 
that  that  State  will  complete  the  canal  to  Cnnibei> 
land  before  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the 
time  of  transfer:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  VOBTER  presented  a  memorial  from  143 
dtizens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
reftrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
10  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial  and  doc- 
•sents  of  John  Goode. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orden 
ftf  the  day  were  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  ta- 
king up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  ihe  bill  for 
(he  benefit  of  ihe  Petersburg  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  E.  explained,  that  there  were  several  cases 
before  the  Finance  Committee  in  respect  to  an  ex- 
tensioa  of  the  time  during  which  railroad  iron,  to 
be  aetoally  laid  down,  might  be  imported  free  of 
daty.  This  was  not  one  of  those  cases.  All  those 
OSes  BOW  before  the  committee,  %ere  where  rail- 
roads were  in  progress  of  consiruction,  and  where 
it  would  take  some  years  for  their  completion;  but 
tbe  case  now  before  the  Senate  difi!ered  in  that  re- 
ipeet:  the  railroad  was  completed,  and  the  com- 
pany were  relaying  a  portion  or  all  of  it  with  new 
and  better  iron,  io  coiiisequence  of  a  portion  of  it 
being  worn  out.  The  iron  was  imported,  and  in 
Ihe  country.  The  company  have  it  in  their  power 
to  lay  it  all  down  before  the  3d  of  March  next, 
and  entitle  the msel  ves  to  the  benefits  of  the  provision 
in  the  tanfi"  bill  allowing  iron  laid  down  before  (hat 
tiae  to  be  free  of  duty.  They  will  lay  it  down  by 
that  time,  uul^  Congress  think  fit  to  prolong  the 
tine  for  doing  so.  But,  in  order  to  have  it  done 
before  the  3d  of  March,  tEe  company  will  have  to 
e«pk>y  a  considerable  number  of  persons  more 
thn  they  now  have,  and  may  probably  have  to 
cispeid  transportation  and  travel  on  the  road  until 
it  ii  done.  This,  too,  is  the  line  on  which  the  mail 
iieoaveyed.  If  yon  force  the  company  to  this,  it  will 
intefrupt  very  much  the  Southern  travelling;  and  the 
vork  would  have  to  he  done  in  a  hurried  manner, 
and  might  be  consequently  improperly  done,  and 
be  the  cause  of  accidenf  hereafter.  This  bill  in- 
volved none  of  the  principle  contained  in  the  other 
eases  befope  the  committee,  for  the  general  admis- 
8ioB  of  railroad  iron  free  of  duty  for  a  longer  pe- 
nod  than  the  tariff  of  last  session  justified.  "Hie 
bill  proposed  to  give  this  company  till  the  Ist  day 
uf  Deceinber  next  to  lay  down  the  rails,  so  that  the 
work  might  go  on  gradually,  and  be  well  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  what  was  the 
qoantity  of  iron  involved  in  the  billl 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  about  3,000  tons. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether  the  tarifif  law 
was  to  he  repealed,  because  it  did  not  suit  the  con- 
veaieaee  of  the  oompany  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
viaioas?  This  bill  came  up  suddenly  this  morning, 
and  he  had  aoi  time  to  examine  it.  He  had  no 
obiectioa  lo  let  it  pass  this  stage;  but,  unless  his 
present  impressions  were  removed,  it  should  not 
pan  any  other  stage  by  his  vote. 

There  being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
fiading. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lation: 

B^mhtdt  Tba4  Om  President  oftbe  United  Statee lie  lequeM- 
•d  10  commiinlfte  to  the  Seneteany  leiten  or  conununicaitons 
00  tie  in  Ibe  War  Defwitment  reiatiye  to  ttie  granting  by  ihe 
■riilib  Oovemaient  to  tlie  Hudson  Bar  Company,  and  bj  that 
onpaoy  to  indiridiiala,  of  any  portion  of  the  Tenitory  of 

Mr.  liOREHEAD  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  i|^  resolutions,  after  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Maseachusetts^Mr.  Choitx]  on 
leittrday,  on -a  portion  of  a  report  made  out  by 
Mr.  Qre<aihow,  concerning  the  cessions  by  Qreat 
Biitain  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  of  land  in 
ibe.Oiegon  Territory;  after  which,  the  resolution 
vas  adopted. 
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The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  via: 

House  bill  (319)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Hambletoo. 

House  bill  (427)  for  the  relief  of  the  administra- 
tor of  John  Jackson. 

.  Hotise  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  payment  of 
seven  companies  of  Qeorgia  militia,  for  services 
rendered  in  the  years  1840  and  1841,  '^was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Messrs.  KING  and  CALHOUN  did  not  see  the 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  acf,  inasmuch  as 
they  did  not  know  the  reason  why  these  militia 
could  not  be  paii  under  the  existing  general  law, 
which  provided  that  all  militia  called  out  by  the 
Governors,  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  paid,  upon  the  muster-rolls 
showing  the  service  being  duly  authenticated  and 
presented  at  the  War  Department.  If  the  fervice 
was  actually  performed,  and  the  militia  enti- 
tled to  pay  under  the  provisions  oftbe  existing  law, 
but,  owing  to  some  informality  could  not  receive 
it,  they  were  willing  to  vote  for  a  bill  to  authorize 
payment,  notwithstanding  such  informality. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  satisfied  that  these 
militia  were  entitled  to  pay;  and  reported  back  the 
bill  for  that  purpose.  They  did  not,  however,  in- 
quire into  the  reason  why  the  War  Department 
had  not  allowed  the  •  pay.  under  the  existing  law. 
He  bad  no  objections  to  let  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  the  exceptions  taken  by  the  War  Department 
COB  Id  be  inquired  into. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING, 
laid  on  the  table  until  the  inquiry  could  be  made. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  the  credentials  of 
John  J.  Crittbndkk,  esq.,  who  was  elected  by  tbe 
Legislature  of  Kentuckv  fo  be  a  Senator  from  that 
State  in  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  for  six 
years  from  and  ^ter  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

THE  EXCHEaUER  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  bill 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  Stales  was 
taken  op,  and  postponed  till  Wednesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day;  and  Mr.  T.  ex- 
pressed a  hope  thst  they  would  be  able  to  give  it 
consideration  at  that  lime. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  Golden,  of  the  city  of  New  York — who  rep- 
resents that,  in  1835,  he  received  a  patent,  under 
the  United  States  patent  laic's,  for  an  invsntion  of 
his  to  issue  credit  paper;  and  that  be  has  tbe  exclu- 
sive right  to  that  kind  of  issue;  and  prays  that  au- 
thority be  given  him  by  Congress  to  issue  an  amount 
of  credit  checks,  not  exceeding  |l6o,000,  Under  the 
exchequer  board,  on  his  own  name,  in  coosldera* 
tion  of  his  yielding  op  to  Congress  his  rights  under 
his  patented  invention.  This,  being  a  subject  of 
fioanos,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fmance. 

House  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Copeland,'*  was  taken  up,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks  ex- 
planatory of  its  provisions,  and  said  that  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  should 
not  pass.  He  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  STURGEON  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement,  and  decided  in  the  afikma- 
tive. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to  Mass^hu- 
setts  for  dfebursements  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  came  up  in  order,  as  io  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Commit* 
tre  on  Military  Affairs;  but  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BATES,  postponed  till  Tuesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Peyster 
and  Henry  N.  Cruger  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  explanatory  of  its  provisions, 
and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 


delegation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
the  Territories,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  by  the  Senate,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  to  take  charge  of  Terri- 
torial business;  which  being  read,  Mr.  S.  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  on  to-morrow  morning  intro- 
duce a  resolution  so  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  to  authorize  the  appointnient  of  a  standing 
committee  of  five,  to  take  charge  of  Territorial  bu- 
siness. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fern,  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  credentials  of  Georos  McDurpis,  E'q.,  who 
was  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina 
a  Senator  from  that  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  years  from  and  idfler  the  4th 
of  March  next;  which  were  read. 

Seaate  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  enlist- 
ments in  the  army,  and  navy,  and  marine  corps,** 
came  up  in  order  as  in  commiMee  of  the^whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  there  was  a  pro- 
viso in  the  bill  which  provided  that  no  negro  or 
mulatto  should  be  eEdisted  io  the  service  of 
the  United  Stales,  except  in  the  capacity  of 
musician?,  cooks,  or  stewards.  This  provision 
(he  saicf)  was  introduced  into  the  bill  at  the  last 
session,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion. Tbe  committee  thought  it  better,  there- 
fore, to  let  it  remain.  It  was  bis  wish,  however, 
that  this  proviso  should  be  so  modified,  that,  for 
temporary  service  in  onhealthy  climates,  negroes 
or  mulattoes  may  be  treated  as  a  part  of  the  crew 
on  board  of  those  vessels  in  which  they  may  be 
employed.  On  tbe  coast  of  Africa  and  the  Chinese 
Sea,  it  was  extremely  onheahfay;  inconsequence, 
they  were  compelled  to  employ  natives  oftbe  coun- 
try temporarily  to  do  such  duties  as  were  required 
to  be  dene  on  shore.  It  was  not  proposed  to  em- 
ploy negroes  in  the  service,  in  our  own  country- 
such  was  not  tbe  object  of  |he  amendment;  but,  as 
he  said,  its  object  was  to  authorize  the  temporary 
enlistment  on  foreign  stations,  and  in  unhealthy  cli- 
mates. If  tbey  were  employed  at  all,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  enlisted,  tbat  they  might  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  en- 
titled to  receive  their  pay. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
this  was  the  way  the  thing  spreads.  One  of  the 
requirements  of  the  new  British  treaty  was,  that 
80  guns  should  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
So,  in  order  to  carry  out  that  treaty,  it  now  be- 
comes necessary  to  permit  negroes  and  mulattoes 
to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  against  it  altogether.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  repeal  of  existing  laws  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  BAYARD  thought  the  Senator  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  there  was  any  exis'ing  law 
whiph  precluded  negroes  or  mulattoes  from  b^ii^ 
enlisted  in  tbe  service  ot  the  United  States.  The 
superior  courts  had,  indeed,  decided  that  foreigners 
could  not  be  enliued;  but  there  was  not  one  word 
against  negroes  or  mulattoes,  until  this  identical  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  last  sesvion,  with  the  pro- 
viso suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[llr.CALHooN,]  which  limited  thepurpoees  for  which 
they  might  be  enlisted.  Although  this  bill  had 
passed  the  Senate,  it  was  too  late  to  meet  the  action 
of  the  other  House,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  On 
bringing  it  forward  again,  he  had  learned  that  the 
few  amei^dments  now  offered  would  be  neoes^ 
sary.  It  was  the  opinion  of  an  experienced  ofieer 
serving  on  a  foreign  station,  that  this  amend- 
ment wcutd  place  it  in  the  power  of  the 
service  to  spare  tbe  lives  of  Americans,  who  could 
not  stand  the  climate  on  land,  at  night,  in  the 
vicinity  Of  the  Chinese  seas  and  other  stations.  At 
Ceylon,  he  was  informed,  a  whole  boat^  crew 
might  perish  by  being  obliged  to  lie  on  shore  one 
night;  for  such  thinf(s  had  happened  where  boats 
were  sent  for  water,  snd  had  to  stay  on  shore  for 
the  night.  Now  this  bill  would  enable  our  officers 
on  such  stations  to  employ,  for  temporary  purposes, 
and  for  a  limited  time,  the  natives,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  the  climate,  and  can  stand  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  disagreed  to — ayes  14,  noes  17. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made,  and  tbe 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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The  memorial  was  ibeii  referred  to  ihe  Commiu 
me  oa  Commerce. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  t  memorial  from 
9L  large  namber  of  persons,  of  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  praying  for  the  immediate 
erection  of  a  floating  dodc  at  the  naval  station  at 
Brooklyn,  on  the  plan  of  J.  S.  Qilbert:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  city  of 
I7ew  York,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
l«nknipt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
JodidajTy. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  cities  of 
New  Yoik  and  Brooklyn,  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  for  a  board  of  eTcheqaer  recommend- 
ed by  the  President:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Apafachioola,  Florida,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  establishing  light-honses  en  Cape 
St  George  and  Cape  San  Bias;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Mr.  T.  said  that 
this  memorial  had  been  on  his  table  for  some  time, 
bnt,  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  he  was  nnable 
to  prtsent  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  of  the  citizens  of  East  Tennes- 
see, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee  riVer;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Captain 
John  Moore,  praying  the  payment  of  his  aceooiits 
as  commissary  of  subsistence  of  certain  Missoari 
militia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  signed  by  a  nnmber  of  peisons,  in 
which  they  say  that  it  is  their  belief  that  the  (so 
called)  bankrupt  law  is  nnoonstitational  and  de* 
stmctive  of  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and  pray  for 
its  repeal:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
dioiary. 

Also,  presented  a  memerial  from  a  nnmber  of 
inhabiianis  of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  who  were 
residents  on  a  military  reservation,  complaining  of 
the  destruction  of  their  property  by  a  United  States 
officer,  in  consequence  of  not  obeying  his  order  of 
removal  from  said  reservation;  and  asking  a  settler 
ment  of  their  claims  for  the  loss  of  this  property, 
and  fbr  the  loss  of  tl  eir  land,  which  was  covered 
by  the  reservation  alladed-to:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  he  had  intended, 
on  yesterday,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  he  conceived  to  be  another  error  in  the  print- 
ed speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Rmm]  on  the  British  treaty,  in  secret  session;  but 
the  Senator  was  not  then  in  his  seat.  It  was  his 
intention  to  do  so  to-day;  but,  as  the  morning  hoar 
had  expired,  be  woukl  not  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  Senate,  but  would  postpone  doing  so  till  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr.  BAYARO,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
marine  corps;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  had  been  directed,  by 
the  same  committee,  to  report  a  bill  which  was 
connected  with  the  great  subject  under  discctssion 
thiS||ttorning— the  improvement  of  harbors  and  iiv« 
ers,  to  give  facility-  to  commerce.  It  was  a  bill  for 
the  survey  and  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  with  a  view  of  establisbing  a  na- 
ry-yard and  naval  depot  at  that  place.  He  had 
keen  direeted  to  report  that  bill  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  tecommendation  that  it  be 
paised. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Truehart,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  daring  the  revolationary  war: 
rtferred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  frouL  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  Senate,  insiruciing  that 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re 
taining  the  organization  of  ihe  four  companies  of 
light  artillery,  and  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act 
of  last  session  respecting  the  reorganization  of  (he 
army^  which  provided  that  the  second  regiment  pf 
4t9i§oon  should  be  converted  into  a  rifle  regimea^, 


reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  portions  of  the  act 
entitled  ^'An  act  respecting  the  organization  of 
the  army,  and  for  other  purposes,*^  approved  the 
33d  August,  18451;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Dr.  Boyd  Reilly. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, praying  for  the  establishment  of  the  ware- 
housing system;  which  was  ordered  to  b^  printed, 
and  referred  (o  (he  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  (he  Coinmittee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Petersborg  Railroad  Company, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  admitting 
railroad  iron  free  of  duty,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  an  assistant  collector  for 
the  port  or  Bangt^r,  in  the  collection  district  of 
Belfast,  Maine;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  the  northern' 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  the  Slate  of  Michtgan 
into  the  Union,  on  the  conditions  therein  express<^ 
ed,**  approved  June  15, 1836,  made  a  report  favor- 
able to  jf;  P>gege;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment.  House 
bill  (313)  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  sales  of 
land,  with  the  improvements  thereon  erected  by 
the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  their  agents, 
s  teachers,  farmers,  mechanics,  and  other  persons 
employcNl  amongst  (he  Indians. '* 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison  Toung,  and  Benjamin 
Young. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  House  bill 
(463)  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks;  and  House  bill 
(389)  for  the  relief  of  John  Javias. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Re»olvedf  That  the  PoitmuterOenenU  be  directed  to  com- 
muDicate  to  the  Senate  a  aiatement  diowfng  the  DUfnl>er  of 
exieting  contracie  with  railroad  eompanfea  for  the  trantporia- 
tionofthemail,  and  thepricp  eatablbhed  tolM  paid  for  aaid 
aerrice,  under  each  contract;  and  also  the  amount  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  orer  each  of  said  routes  the  year  pre- 
Tiotts  to  thecootraa  with  the  respecUre  railroad  compaaiea. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Joseph  Noorse. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dyson ;^'  and 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Tucker." 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  a  statement  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion  since  1834;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, was  ordered  to  be  printed.    Then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execative  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuisDAT,  January  17, 1B43. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODOE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  citizens  of  the  city  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  representing  that  the  commerce  and  business 
of  said  city,  together  with  that  of  the  flourishing 
and  thrifty  towns  of  Bloomington,  Davenport, 
Rock  Inland,  Galena,  Dubuque,  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  the  country  around  them  on  either  side 
of  the  river,  embracing  the  tinest  portions  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  and  the  Territories  of  Iowa  and 
Wiscon!»in,  is  subjected  to  a  most  burdensome  tax 
in  the  increased  price  of  freights,  occasioned  by  the 
I  obetrnctions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Bljssissippi 


river  at  the  Des  Moines,  or  Lower  Raiiflds,  and 
earnestly  urging  on  Congress  the  great  impecWMMe 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  remove  said  eh- ^ 
structions!  referred  to  the  Commiuee  cm  Cos- 
meree* 

Also,  a  pedtion  for  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Me- 
chanics' Mutual  Aid  Association  of  Iowa  dty,  far 
literary  and  scientific  purposes:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pnblie  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  eitiaene  of  the  mineral 
district  in  Iowa,  praying  a  speedy  sale  of  the  miae- 
ral  lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PaUie 
Lands. 

Mr.  READ  of  Pennsylvania  presented  two  peti- 
tions, signed  by  sundry  citizens  of  Penney! vmnla, 
prayina  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  bill:  referrpd 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GREEN  offered  the  following  reaolvHon: 

-   'Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Wars  and  Mean*  be  iq. 

•tructed  to  inQuire  into  the  expediency  ofbrinfinf  in  a  IM  ap* 
.  propriating  aSOO.OOO  per  year,  cnmmenclac  the  pMeeoi  year, 
'  and  to  be  contioued  for  the  eoeuiog  ten  yeaia,  to  be  applied  to 

the  removal  oftheobatructiontin  the  weetern  watera,andW 

under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  report  u>  iMi 

Hooae  with  the  jtaoat  cooTenient  despatch. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  was  ab9Ut  to  re- 
port a  bill  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  lenolu- 
tion. 

llfr.  GREEN  proposed  that  the  House  abould 
adopt  his  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  Uie  reaotaitlon 
adopted. 

Mr.  H.  DODOE  introduced  **A  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection  of  commerce  on  the  western  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan.'' 

Twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  • 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  the  printing  of  the  sub- 
stimte  for  the  exchequer  plan  now  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  desired  to  present  m  me- 
morial in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules;  but  the  House  ref^ised  to 
suspend. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reperta. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  haibois  and  rivers, 
and  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the 
half  calendar  year  ending  June  30, 1643,  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30f  1844. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  same  commitlee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  laying  down 
iron  actually  imported  for  railroad  oompaniei. 
Mr.  P.  suggested  tha^  it  would  not  be  ncornoary 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and 
that  it  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table:  agreed  to. 

CLERK    IN   THE  SECOND   AUDIT0R13 

OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEEISOLL,  from  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  MeaDs,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  cootinuation  of  an  additional  olerk  in  the 
Second  Auditor's  Office;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  die 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne,"  without  amend- 
ment: twice  read,  and  referred  te  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CO  WEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  A.  Kelly:  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  sundry  adverse  reports. 

PROPOSED  MEETING  AT  TEN  O'CLOCK. 

Mr.  COWBN  reported  a  retolutioa  thai  die 
House  shall  meet,  on  Friday  and  Saturday  next, 
at  10  o'clock,  for  the  transaction  of  private  Iwsiness. 

Mr.  Oi  moved  the  previeus  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  but  the  House  refused  to 
second  it. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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Mr.  TUKNBT  nored  to  lajr  tb«  resolnttoB  on 
tftotibli. 

Mr.  OOWKM  adnd  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ob 
ibe  iBotfon.  * 

Tka  Houe  refosed  to  ordtr  tbem. 

Hie  OMdon  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  adopted 
witboQC  a  ^vision. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KRNNBDY  preseated  a  p^Utioo  from 
Baltiaiore  against  tbe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
whteb,  he  s^,  was  ntimeroiisly  signed  by  men  of 
both  parties. 

Bfr.  WARRKN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represeotap 
tifcs  of  W.  8.  Bsletb:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Mr.  CART,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  graaiiog  the  right  of  pre- 
eniptioA  to  certain  settlers  in  Wiseonslo:  read 
twiae,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Laada,  reported  a  hill  granting  a  quantity  of  land 
lor  the  improvement  of  Grant  river,  at  the  town  of 
Potosi,  in  Wisconsin  Terriiorys  read  twice,  and 
tdmtd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Wiscoa* 
sin  a  eertaln  tract  of  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town  of  Fairplay,  la  said  Territory:  lead  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Homo. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  Commitipe  ^n  the 
Pm  Ofllee  and  Poet  Roads,  reported  Senate  biU 
39,  (propoaiBg  eertaia  ameadments  to  the  bill  for 
the  establishment  of  additional  mail  rentes,  paned 
Atigist,  1849,)  with  the  nnanimons  recommenda- 
tion diat  it  be  rejected.  The  bill  and  report  of  the 
eomauttee  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RRPBAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadidary,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  BILL  to  npm\  the  iMnkropt  law. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tht  SfenaU  ondHoute  of  JUpre9&nt€Mve» 
of  tMe  United  JStatee  qf  Ameriea  in  Congrem  tuefmbled, 
Tbal  Um  act  eiitiU«l  **An  met  to  eautbliih  an  uniform  ajmem  or 
tMokropcnr  throngbont  the  United  Statet,*'  approred  on  the 
IMi dqr Of  Angutt,  IMLbe, and  the aame is heretj, repealed. 

Prvpidtdy  Aoweotr,  That  the  repeal  eball  not  extend  to  or 
afltot  any  ease  which,  at  the  time  thie  act  goea  Into  effect,  ehall 
be  Ptading  before  an j  court;  nor  to  aoj  proceeding  whicli,  at 
itid  time,  ihaH  twre  been  le^l j  commenced,  and  which  shall 
be  then  In  progreaa,  under  and  by  firtae  of  the  aaid  act  hereby 
lepoM. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  its  second  reading, 
whieh  he  said  he  eonld  do  under  the  rule,  whidi 
foibide  the  seoond  reading  of  a  bill  on  the  sane 
day  It  was  reported,  oniess  no  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  haying  been  objected  to,  the 
question  would  come  up  before  the  House,  Shall 
this  bill  be  reiectedl  * 

Mr.  BARNARD  repeated  his  objection,  and  in* 
steed  on  his  right  to  make  it. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  remarked  that  the  parliaoMnt- 
ary  law  was  imperative  in  requiring  the  question 
to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  after  the 
objection  made  to  its  second  reading  by  the  gentle- 
muL  from  New  York  [Mr.  Babwabo.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  by  reference  to  the 
109th  rale  of  the  Bouse,  he  found  that,  if  objec- 
tioa  was  made  to  the  jimt  leading  of  the  bill,  the 
question  would  Hum  ensue  upon  its  rejection.  By 
that  rale,  no  bill  could  have  its  first  and  second 
leading  en  the  same  day,  without  a  special  order 
firom  the  House. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Let  us  make  it  the 
special  order  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  daimed  the  floor  to 
make  another  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judidary.  • 

Mr.  MOORE  suggested  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  be  fil^  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BARNARD  persisted  in  his  point  of  order, 
and  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  obaenred,  tbat  the  bill  had 
been  read  the  first  time;  and  it  was  not  necessary 
fsr  it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  BiairAaD]  should  make  the 
Botioa.  He  (Mr.  A  )  would  now  make  the  mo- 
tioB  that  the  bill  be  tMd  the  second  time. 

Mr,  BARNARD  nud  that  the  gentleman  from 


New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Atb^tov]  wag  not  entitled 
to  the  fleer  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asid  that  the  biU  was  not  dis- 
poi*ed  ofj  it  was  itnder  constderationj  and,  the  gen- 
tleman having  reported  it,  and  refhaed  to  moTe  its 
seeond  reading,  or  its  reference,  he  had  no  right  to 
the  floor  for  any  other  purpoee. 

Mr.  BARNARD  insisted  upon  it  that  the  bill  was 
Dot  before  the  House.  He  had  the  floor,  and  no 
person  had  a  right  to  make  the  motion  bur  himself. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  understood  that  the  gentleman 
claimed  the  floor  for  another  subject. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  asked  if  it  was  not  now  in 
order  to  more  to  amend  the  biin- 

After  some  further  conversation — 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  Honse  had  the  right  to  order  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD-  then  observed  that,  after  that 
decision  of  the  Chair,  he  should  no  longer  object  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time;  when 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  to 
oflier  an  amendment  to  the  bill;  but, 

Mr.  BARNARD  rising,  the  Speaker  awarded 
the  floor  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  B.  then,  under  instractlons  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judidary,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  that  committee,  with  instractlons  to  report 
amendments  to  the  foUowhig  effect : 

'*lst  Conflning  the  repeal  to  tbat  part  of  the 
bankrapt  law  which  authorises  proceedings  in 
bankraptcy  on  the  sole  petition  and  motion  of  the 
bankrupt. 

**3d.  Authorizing  any  bankrapt  to  declare  him- 
self insolvent,  and  making  such  declaration  an  apt 
of  bankraptcy  upon  whidi  his  creditors  may  pro- 
ceed against  him  in  bankraptcy. 

**Id.  Authorizing  the  creditors,  or  a  majority^  of 
them  in  amount,  to  nominate  the  assignee  of  the 
bankrupts  estate^ 

''4(h.  Providing  that  the  assent  of  a  majoril^  in 
amount  of  the  creditors  ahall  be  necessary  to  a 
discharge." 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
Speaker,  he  understood,  gave  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  aj  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  reporter  of  a  bill.  Now,  be  contended  that  he. 
having  risen  and  claimed  the  floor  before  the  gen- 
tleman, was  entitled  to  it.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York,  he  added,  had  forfeited  his  right  by 
courtesy,  because,  after  ri^portlng  the  bill,  be  had 
objected  to  its  st cond  reading,  and  refused  to  make 
a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  accordance  with  the  tiniversal  practice. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  member  from  New 
York  was  entitled  to  the  preference  given  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  nniveraal  practice  of  the  House. 
No  member  had  ever  interposed  between  the  re- 
porter of  a  bill  and  any  motion  he  might  wish  to 
make  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  contended  that  the  present  case 
was  entirely  difierent  from  the  usual  practice  of 
the  House;  for  here  the  reporter  of  tbe  bill  object- 
ed to  its  second  reading,  and  refused  to  make  any 
motion  to  facilitate  its  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  persisting  in  his  dedsion, 

Mr.  TURNEY  appealed,  and  addressed  the 
House  in  favor  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  in  regard  to 
the  facts  of  the  case.  According  to  his  recollec- 
tion, he  addressed  the  Chair  before  the  aaeond 
reading  of  the  bill;  and  after  it- was  read  the  aee 
time,  he  again  addresaed  the  Chalz  first 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  that  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Tdenet]  was  correct  as  to  the  facts 
stated  by  bim.  After  the  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  his  colleague  got  up  first,  and  addressed  the 
Chair.  This  fact  was  within  the  reoolleetion  of 
several  members.  The  Speaker,  he  understood, 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
on  the  ground  of  courtesy  to  the  introduoer  of  a 
bill;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  HampsMra  [Mr.  ATBmBTOH]got  the 
floor  between  tbe  introduction  of  the  btU  aad  its 
second  reading,  and  that  it  was  upon  his  laotlon  that 
it  wai  read  the  second  timtr 


Mr.  HOUSTON  desired  to  ask  the  Chair  whether 
it  would  now  be  in  order  to  offer  an  ameadaMnt. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  hoped  the  geniieman  from  tu^ 
nesvee  would  withdraw  the  appeal.  The  Chair,  in 
his  opiaioo,  had  an  arbitrary  and  unqualified  riitht, 
uader  the  narliameatary  law,  of  awarding  the  floor 
to  dther  of  the  members  who  may  rise  at  the  same 
time.  Beddes,  the  object  tbat  both  he  and  the  g^a* 
tlemaa  from  Tennessee  had  in  view,>7ould  itpt  be 
promoted  by  persistii^  in  the  appeal.  ^But  for  tbe 
appeal,  a  motion  to  amend  would  be*  In  order,  and 
a  motion  to  comnut  also.  He  only  asked  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  be  would 
make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  would  not  go  into 
an  iasue  with  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon 
hii  statement  of  fects,  because  the  Chair  did  not 
decide  upon  the  facts  he  staled.  The  Chair  da- 
dded  upon  the  uniform  practice  and  oonrleay  of 
the  House  to  the  reporter  of  a  bill.  The  seconll 
reading  occurred  not  upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tlenum  froaa  New  Hampshire,  (who  waa  not  en- 
titled to  the  floor  to  make  it,)  but  as  the  necessary 
course  of  the  bill  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BiniAaD.]  Had  the  gentleoun  persisted  in  his 
objections,  tbe  question  would  have  been,  not  upoA 
the  second  reading^  but  upon  the  rejection  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CUPFORD  asked  if  an  amendment  att^ 
king  out  the  provisaof  the  bill  wouM  be  in  order, 
if  the  appeal  were  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  then  addressed  ^he  Honsain 
favor  of  the  appeal,  contending  that,  upon  the 
grounds  stated  oy  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee, 
[Mr.  TimNST,]  (he  Speaker  ought  to  have  given 
him  the  floor,  instead  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  The  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  as  was  apparent  to  every  one,  was  to  de* 
feat  the  biU.  He  therefore  hoped  that  all  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  repeal  would  vote  to  reveraa 
the  decimon  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BRIQQS  exelaimed  agaimt  the  appeal  of 
the  gentleman  front  Maine  to  the  Honse,  to  vote 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
^  Mr.  CLIFFORD.    Because  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  (without  noticing  tbe  ezplana-' 
tion)  said,  if  the  Speaker  was  right,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  stistain  him;  but  the  course  pointed 
out  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  was  him- 
self a  lawyer,  would  give  a  blow  at  parliamentary 
rale,  with  a  veogeanccf  for  it  was  an  appeal  to  vote 
against  the  decidon  of  the  Chair,  right  or  wroof  • 
He  made  aome  further  remarks  which  were  net 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  prindple  involved, 
except  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  and  he 
added  that  he  believed  the  Speaker  had  absolute 
power  on  that  point 

Tbe  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question,  «*ShalL 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  House?*'  which  was  determined  in  the  affirm* 
ative. 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood, to  say  that  it 
would  bring  the  Honse  to  a  vote  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  would  cnt  off  the 
proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  move  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion. I  am  in  favor  of  the  proviso.  [Great  ex- 
citement.] 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  mo- 
tion  

Mr.  WISE  (amidst  much  confudos)  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  In  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  but  his  voioe  was  over- 
powered by  the  hum  'Of  exdted  cooveraafioQ 
throughout  tbe  hall. 

Mr.  WISE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  bear  a  word* 
[Great  confudon.] 

Mr.  BARNARD.  If  this  motion  had  been 
made  in  the  ordinary  way  — «— 

Mr.  WISE  again  interposed,  and  exclaimed  thai 
he  could  not  bear  a  word  that  was  said. 
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-TM'lbPBAKER  called  the  House  to  order. 

Mr.  HARIfARD  then  resamed,  and  raid  if  this 
-iioliotrbad  been  made  in  the  ordinary  way,  on  the 
«oitffiiitmeDtof  the  bill,  and  tbe  preTioas  qaestioil 
Wit  aostained,  be  was  aware  it  would  brinir  fbe 
HoQse  direct! J  to  a  vote  on  the  main  proposition; 
bnt  tbe  Speaker  wonld- remember  that  tbe  motion 
was  not  made  by  bim  as  an  indiridnal  ittember  of 
the  House,  bnt  as^  the  organ  of  the  Jadioiary  Com- 
mittee, and  in  tbe  form  and  shape  of  a  report  from 
that  committee;  and  in  snefa  a  casf ,  be  submitted, 
the  mie  did  not  apply;  and  that  if  tbe  previoos 
qae^n  was  seconded,  tbe  vote  mast  first  be  ta- 
ken on  tbe  teport  of  the  Jodiciary  Committee. 

The.SPSAKBR'S  reply  did  not  reach  the  re- 
ponesV  desk. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  -whether  the  Honse 
conid  cut  off  the  report  of  a  coodmittee. 

The  8PBAKER  Teplied.that  it  was  for  a  major- 
i^  of  thr  House  to  determine. 
vMr.  WI8B  asked  the  Clerk  to  read  the  bill  as  it 
would  stand  if  the  pre?tous.  question  was  sec- 
onded. 

The  CUerk  read  the  bill,  as  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  CLirroas,  simply  repeahog  the  bankrupt 
law,  with  the  proviso  submitted  by  Mr.  Tiluwo- 


Biff.  WISE.    I  stick  to  the  previous  question. 

Tbe  Speaker  put  the  question  on  seconding  the 
4eaiaftd  for  tbe  pirwioua  question,  but  he  was  un- 
able to  dedde.  Tellers  were  then  demanded,  and 
Messrs.  Wblliu  and  Bums  were  appointed;  and 
having  taken.the  vole,  they  reported  99  in  the  af- 
firuiative,  aud  83  in  the  negative.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

Mr.  BARNARD.    Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  morn, 
inthour  expiredl    (It  was  10  minutes  past   1.) 
.The  SPEAKER.    It  has.     ' 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Then  I  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Tbe  order  of  the  day  is  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.    (Roars  of  laughter.] 

[This  bill,  which  was  now  the  order  of  the  day, 
was  the  bill  some  time  since  introduced  by  Mr. 
BvsRETT,  to  which  various  amendments  bad  been 
offered,  and  on  which  Mr.  Marshall  was  entitled 
to  the  floor  from  the  middle  of  last  week.] 

Mr.  CUSHING  roee  and  said  Mr.  KsinrKDr's 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  measuring  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  this 
day. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  previous  qaestion  bad 
not  been  seconded  on  the  bill  which  tbs  Jodiciary 
Committee,  by  direction  of  the  House,  had  ire- 
ported. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had,  and  it  would  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  morning  hour  to  morrow. 

Mr.  WISE.  [Laogbing.]  Well,  '^ttke  yonr 
time,  Bflss Lticy.^'    [Laughter] 

8o'me  conversation  ensued  respecting  the  bill 
which  Mr.  Cvsuinu  contended  was  the  special  or- 
der for  this  day;  but 

Tbe  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  tbe  day 
to  be  Mr.  Evxaarr^  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
lawy  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

And  the  state  of  the  question  was  ibist 

Mr.  BAaNARD  bad  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  (or  substitute  for)  tbe  original  bill: 

"ThAt  M  niucti  of  tbe  act  entitled  'An  aa  to  establish  a  uni- 
form  ^stem  of  bankniptcr  throoatiout  the  TThhed  fitaiea,'  ap- 
proredoo  the  19th  of  August,  twl,  at  auihotisea  any  person 
owing  debta  to  apply  by  petition,  for  the  benefit  of  said  act,  to- 
gether with  all  the  parts  of  said  act  which  are  applicable  solely 
to  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  provtsions  of  such 
act,  in  bahalf  of  debtors,  by  the  Tolontary  peudon  of  such  deb- 
tors, wtthout  the  concurrence  or  aid  of  their  creditors  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not 
«ffcct  anv  case  or  proceeding  in  banlmiptcy  already  coramence(\ 
or  which  fehall  be  commenced  before  the  4th  day  of  July  next, 
or  any  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures,  prescribed  and  incurred, 
or  wncb  shall  l>e  incurred,  voder  said  bcL" 

And  Mr.  Cusbiho  had  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  original  bill: 

**Io  thaproTiso  of  the  orl2tiial4)iII,  strike  oat  the  *5th  daiy  of 
l>ecember,  1842,'  Ac.,  and  msertso  that  thaproviao  shall  read 
aa  follows.  ^Prwided^  That  this  act  shall  not  aflect  any  case 
or  proeeedlog  in  bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  passage  of 
this  act,  or  any  pains,  penalttes,  or  forfeitures  incurred  under* 
theaaktact]  buterwy  such  proceeding  fnav  beoontinaadto  its 
final  consummatioD,  In  like  manner  aa  if  lois  act  badbot  been 

•  n 

Mr.  Baioos  had  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
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mitt^d  to  the  Committee  on  oh  the  Judiciary,  with 

the  following  insfructions: 

*To  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  existing  law  which 
atithorises  the  Tolontary  application  of  debtors,  and  to  inclnde 
corporations  wbicli  issue  paper  to  circulate  aa  money  wiUUn 
the  operations  of  said  law."    . 

-Which .  proposed  instraciion^  Mr.  0.  Jobmson 
had  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  iostrnct  tbe  commit* 
tee  to  report  a  bill  for  tbe  immediate  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  wiiboat  limit  or  qaalificatioo?;  (sim- 
ply, in  fact,  striking  out  the  proviso  ef  the  origi- 
nal bill  of  Mr.  EvBRBTT  ] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  rose  and  said  he  would  not  be 
resprnsible  for  any  delay  of  the  aciion  of  this 
House  on  the^abjeoi  of  the  bankrupt  Jaw;  but  he 
wished  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  effiect  on  him- 
self, if  he  moved  ibe  previous  gnesiion,  and  it 
should  not  be  sastained  by  the  House — whether 
he  fihoold  retain  the  right  to  the  fl<  or.  He 
did  not  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of  any  delay 
in  tbe  action  of  tbe  House;  but  be  did  not  wish  to 
forfeit  bis  light  to  the  floor,  if  the  House  should 
refuse  to  second  bis  iftotion. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  previous 
question  was  voted  down,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  wonld  not  be  absolutely  entitled  to  the 
floor,  tbongh,  no  doubt,  he  would  obtain  it  by 
ccurtesv. 

Mr.  Marshall  said,  then,  for  the  second  or 
third  time,  be  put  himself  on  tbe  courtesy  of  the 
House,  and  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  if  tbe  previous  question 
was  not  sustained,  he  should  certainly  object  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  having  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Bal  if  I  get  it,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  cannot  prevent  my  spr aking. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  warmly,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  bad  spoken  once. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  contradicted  the  assertion  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Che  SPEAKER  also  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  not  spoken  on  this  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  again  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  GUSHING  protested  against  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  He  said  several  gentle- 
men bad  entered  into  ir  very  general  debate,  which 
had  been  continued  for  several  day^  while  this  bill 
was  before  the  House,  and  he  protested  against  being 
thus  cut  off*  from  a  reply.  If,  however,  be  could 
get  tbe  floor,  if  the  House  should  negative  the  pre- 
vious question,  he  sbotfld  claim  and  retain  it,  cour- 
tesy or  no  courtesy. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man on  that  floor  more  anxious  to  disctuss  the  ques- 
tion than  he  was. 

(Cries  of  "Go  on,  then.") 

Mr.  WISE  inquired,  if  the  previous  question  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  ^as  ordered  to  be 
put,  and  jUie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mas.'^acbusetts  [Mr.  Cdshino]  should  be  adopted, 
whether  the  bill  would  not  then  be,  in  sbbstance, 
the  same  as  the  bin  to  be  acted  upon  to-morrow 
momingi 

Mr.  GUSHING.    Precisely. 

Some  conversation  ensued  as  to  the  priority  of 
the  amendments;  and 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  Messrs.  Baiaos  and 
Read  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  1 10  in  the 
aflirmative,  and  38  in  the  negative;  there  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

The  effect  of  sustaining  the  previous  question 
was  to  cut  off  the  several  motions  to  commit  with 
instructions,  and  to  bring  the  Hoitse  to  a  vo*e 
Uf  on  the  amendments  to  tbe  bill. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cdsring  ] 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  called  for  its  reading; 
and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  8.  jRxpressed  a  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  but  tbe  motion  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

The  amendment  was  then  adc^led — ^yeas  148, 
■ays  63,  as  follows: 

TBAS—Meaiirs.  AdaoM,  AUeo,  Landaff  W.  Aadnrws^  Sher- 
lock  J.  Andrsws,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bariuird, 
Barton.  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Boaidman,  Borden, 
Bolts,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Brigcs,  Bronnon,  Hiltotk  Brown,  ^ra* 
miah  Brown,  Bamelt,  William  Builer,  Calhoon,  John  Canip- 
t>ell,    Ttiomaa  J.  Campbell,  Camtbers,    Casey,  Cbapman, 


Chil(b,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  .CMOitMy 
Craven^  Cuehing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  DawaofL  Impttf, 
John  EoWards,  John  C.  Edwards,  Everett,  Fenenden,  FUloiore, 
John  Q.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  FIbyd,  Gates,  Qeniry,  Oanyt  Gop 
ffin,  Patrick  6.  Goods,  Gordon,  Graham,  Graafur.  jOrsao, 
Gostine,  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard-  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoir,  Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  Jamea  Irvin,  Wflliam  W. 
Irwin,  Jack.  James.  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jonsi^ 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Bobart  McClellao,  McKenfian, 
McKeon,  Mailory,  Thomas' F.  Marshall,  Samsoh  Mason, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  lOynard,  Meriwether,  MkcheM, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  New^d,  Olivec,  OsbocM^ 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pearec,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Pow«ll,  Ramsay,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph.  ,Renclisr, 
Ridgway,  Rodner,  William  Rnsaell,  James  M,  RosnO, 
Baltonstall,  iianlord,  Sewell,  Shields,  Blade,  Trmnen  8mtl]^ 
0o1laiB,  Slaoly,  Stokely,  Straltoo.  Alex.  H.  H.  Sloan,  Joha 
T.  Stuart,  StJmmers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Ttiompsoo,  Rtchatjl 
W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompeoni  Tillingha•^  Toland,  Tom- 
linaon,  Tripleit,  Troui,  Tnimb«II,  Van  Burco,  Van  R«lMe- 
laer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson,  W«si- 
brook.ElwardD.  White,  Joseph  L.  White.  TbomieW.Wa- 
liame,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wmtbrop,  Wifa,  Wood,  Toika, 
«d  AOTustwa  Young— JL^a  -^ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Boyd.  BoTke,  Oreeft 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  CaropbettpUT, 
Clitford,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cobper,  Daniel,  Oftmt  Baviii 
Dean,  Poan,  Doig,  Eastman,  Egbert,  Ferris,  .ForoaQCS, 
Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gwin,  Harris,  Haattegs,  Hays, 
Hopkins,  Hon  ok,  Cave  Johnson,  Kslm.  Andrew  Kcpnady, 
Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCleltan,  McKay,  llsr- 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Maihewnk  MediU,  MiUcr,  OwiIct, 
Partridge,  Profflt,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Riggih  JtogCTs,  Sam. 
ders,  Shepperd,  WHtiam  Smith,  Snyder,  Qprlggi  8*wiirod, 
Sumtor,  Sweney,  Ttimey,  Underwood,  and  WcUcr— 62. 

T^e  qncstionnaxt  came  np  upoA  the  aipeiid- 
meot  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Baa* 
NAao.] 

Mn  MOORE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected— yeat  73, 
najTs  136,  aa  follows: 

YEAS-;Me8irs.  Adama,  Allao,  Sbartock  J.  Andrew^  >Ar- 


J.  C.  Clark.  Sialey  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,' vnvens, 
Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  Galea,  Patrick 
G.   Goode,  Granger,  Henry,  Howard,  HnnC,  Joseph  R.  In- 

Sersoll,  James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Iiwin,  Jaaiea.  Slog,  Uap,  Mc 
lennan,  Samson  Masoa,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  BImtou^  Mot* 
Sn,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powidl,  Bsli^hi 
mdalt,  Randoli^h,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Jamea  M.  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sollors.  Stokely,  Sirauon,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  B.  W. 
Thompaoo,  Toland,  Tomlioson,  Trurobnll,  UnderwoodiVaD 
Rensselaer,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Jos.  L.  White,  Thai. 
W.  Willtama,  Christopher  H.  Williama,  Joseph  iZ  WU- 
liama,  Winihrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 
73. 

NAYS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Bar- 
ton, Baeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Botta,  BownCjBoyd, 
Brewster,  Bronson,  Ahron  V.  Brown,  Milion  %own,  Cbaria 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Oreea  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell.  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruihers,  Cary,  (^sey, 
Chapman,  ClifTord,  Clinton,  Coles,  M.  A.  Cooper, Daniel, Gar. 
rait  Dayis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Desn,  Deberry,  D«Bn,  Doig.  Esat- 
man,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  John  0- 
Floyd,  Fomance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Wm.  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Guaiine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Basungi, 
Haya,  Holmea,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Houaton,  Hubard,  Hnj^ 
Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll.  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lew- 
is, Littlefield.  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan.  Rabart  McCleUaa, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mailory,  Marchand.  Alrred  BfarshaU,  T.  F. 
Marshall,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Medill,  Meriwether,  HiHsr, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morris,  Newbard,  Oliver,  Parmentsr,  Par. 
tridge,  Pickeos,  Plumer,  Pope,  Ramsey,  RafMr,  Rading, 
Rancher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Boaere,  Roosevelt.  WlDiam  Russell, 
Sanford,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Sbieldto,  Slade, 
Tmman  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Sieenrod,  JoboT. 
Sinart,  Sunmiera,  Sumter,  Sweney,  John  B.  Tbompaon,  Ji> 
cob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trlplett,  Trotti,  Van  Buren, 
Wallace,  Ward,  Washington,  Weller,  Weetbrook,  Wise,  aod 
Wood-13& 

The  SPEAlKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
upon  the  engrossment  of  tbe  bill;  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

Tbe  CHAIR.  When  ^ball  tbe  bOl  hare  its 
third  reading? 

Many  member*.    **Now." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  objected,  npon  Ibe 
ground  that  the  bill  wast  not  yet  engrossed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  bill  must  go  over 
until  to  morrow,  unless  by  nnaniiLOus  conseat. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  tbe  bill  be  read 
again  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  thfft  the  bill  not  befng  ro- 
grossed,  that  could  not  be  done  but  by  genenl 
consen  t. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  it  could  be  done  by  or- 
der of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  what  woolJ  be  tbeefeet 
if  tbe  bill  should  be  brought  in  engrossed  in  an 
bourns  lime?  Conld  it  not  be  read  the  third  time 
then?  It  was  useless  for  gentlemen  to  persi^  in 
this  kind  of  opposition,  where  there  wa»^  M^t  a 
majority  in  favor  of  the  repeal.    It  would  be  bdter 


CONi^teSSlONAL  ciioBE. 
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aes 


3sa 


lo  Jel  dMbiU  be  read  the  third  dme  new,  aad  passed, 
tidbedoMwith  it. 

Tm^  qiettioii  was  then  put  on  te  suspension  of 
Aenitee'  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe,  ayes  143, 


Mr.  QRA1VQR&  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
iIm  pMageof  the  bill;  whieb  beiag  ordered, 

It  was  ftad  the  third  time  and  passed— yeas  140, 
aaja  71,  at  follows: 

«u  Luidafr  W.  AD^rewBj^rriiirton,  Atl^on, 
BkUt«|»  Blr^je,  Bl4k,  Bdw|maii,  ^tfts, 
"*  pD.  Aaron  V.  lr«wn«  Buike, 
TT.  »wi^«.  .«.  w.  vuvvo,  viiovu  W.  C^dwell,  R  C.  Cal#rell, 
WHIiftm  B.  #Mnpbetl,  Ttiomaa  J.  (Ikinipbel',  Cariafaers,  Ctfy, 
Oian,  (^spflAn,  Giifibrd,  Clionm,  Oo|m,  Co«pn,  o#iiel,  Oar- 
nttlMih  Bkhar^k^.- paTis,  Deaa,  Ve^iJj,  Ddao,  D§f 


er.W.  O.etMer, 


G. 


Bkhar^UD^.- paTis,  Deaa,  De^dy,  Ddao,  D§)g, 
John  C.    BSdiaardfl,  B^rt,  Ev^eit,  Fe#l8,  J^n 
CtertosJk. Floyd,  PornSoce,  Q«rit|y,  G^nr,  Oifner, 
_      ■urkk  O;  Gstode.  WiUiain  O.  «bode,  Ckitfon,  Gra- 
hHB)  Olien,  Gi]8^|»»  Ha*i0|  Hasingi,  I^ys,  Hoknes,  H^) 
ktti,I]aMr,  Hodiioii,  Haltord,  Hu#on,  HuAer/Charlea  ' 


lip^lL  Mik,  Cave  #ohnioiH  Kdte,   Andrew 


J. 


l|pdiU,llkebeII,^ovifl,  Newlard,  Ot»er,  (^me,  Oi^ley, 
PanuDur,  Pattidfe,  Picipos,  Pli^er,  Po^  PrMii,  RSm- 
MjtKayoenRead.  llediu,  Reishert  Rej«)old8,  Rtatt,  Rj|£B| 
KofafcfelLBafford,  Bewell,  8h*e,  SheSperd,  Slifcelds,  Slada, 
Tmm  Bm|)^  Boeder,  Bpldgg.  Nhlji  Bteeiyod,  B^kelj, 
Akzaodef  M.  H.  ttuart,  John  T.  i|(aart,  SaiaDa^^rs,  Suaiier, 


Swe^er,  Tiallalbrto,  John  B.  Thdnpnon,  Jacob^Tb^mpeon, 
THfiDgBM,  Tktpim,  Trotll,  Tmabttll,  UnddMnrood,  Van  Buren» 
ms^  WaibiaCfnn,  Wauoponr  WeHer,  WefCvrook,  Vllie, 
WeoiCapdAiigufltas  Yopng— 140. 

'NAfff-MeHrs.   AdH9»i  AUie,  Sherlock  %r.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nmnt  Bataook,  BaMr,  Barnard,  Boslen.  Bii^gs,  Milton 
,  Jaraniah  BfWwrn,  Bai^ell,Xathaan,  Cljilds.  i(mnO. 
Sudej  N.  CliM^  Cranaton,  Cravlas,  CiuUng,  Joho 
'   "aawafleo,  Fmaiore,  G^m,  Graag«i'>  ^mrj,  Haw- 
Jowph  It.  j^eraoU,  Janfta  Hlin,  WiUiam  W. 
_  «,  WUUam  Coat  JolDaon,  Idaac  1^.  JAeajJohn  P. 
Kfloiiadf,  KiiM,Ln«,  Lian,  Samaon  Maata),  Ma^ot,  Haawell, 
MKfomt^  Mermaier,  tUouf^  ^.9H?^i  Moirow,  Peyce,  Pen- 
4Mai«  Pqtfiall*  BaBjamin  nani 


n^l,  Randolph,  Rids 
M.  Rtaaaell,  Balt^nataJl 
lipaoD,  ToMpd,  Tomli 
W^ren,  Edward  B.  White,  joaeph 


TboropaoD,  ToMpd 


oaf,  WiUilkD JtaaaeU,  Jaroei  M.  BKiaaell,  Bali 


inson, 


r3K;R#. 

OL,  Sipitton, 
Van  Sjrenaselaer, 


WhUe,  Thoa. 


Wi 

W. WUteM^-Ctototopher  H-WITiUianM,  Joaaph  L.  WilUama, 
WiiiUii«),  TAktt  and  John  Y«liog-71. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form: 

AM  ACT  to  repeal  the  Bankrupt  Aet. 
Be  ttmiaeud  &y  the  Senate  rnnd  Home  qf  Repreeentativte 
^the  Uitited  StaUs  of  America  in  Congrese  aeeembUd, 
Tint  cfaa  act  entiUad  ^^Anactto  aataMiab  a  uniform  ajatem  of 


rvpt^  comiiMiiced  befbia  the  paange  of  thia  act,  or  anj  paina, 
ar  ferfeUarea  Incarred  nnder  tha  eaid  act;  but  every 


aach  ptocaeding  naay  be  continued  to  ita  final  conaaramatlon,  in 
lite  naanar  aa  if  tnia  act  had  not  been  passed. 

[Mr.  M.  A.  Cooper  desired  to  move  fo  be  ex- 
CQSedfrom  voting;  bat  the  Speaker  decided  that 
the  motion  came  too  late,  as  tbe  first  two  names 
on  the  roll  had  idready  been  called] 

Mr.  MAaK  A.  Cocper  asked  to  be  excused  from 
fotiog  on  the  bill  for  the  following  reasons: 

He  is  desirous  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  as  a  true  representative  of  his  constitu- 
ents* opinions,  as  well  as  of  bis  own. 

Tht  friends  of  this  bill  have  incorporated  into 
it  a  proviso,  wbich  sanctions  all  tbe  principles  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  principles  which  he  thinks  uii- 
eonstitutional  and  unjust,  as-well  as  immoral  in  tbeir 
effects,  and  ought  not  to  receive  bis  support.  He 
cannot,  therefore,  vote  for  the  bill.  It  it  were  a 
mere  question  of  time,  he  could  vote;  but  that  is  not 
tbe  ease. 

Again:  being  in  favor  of  tbe  repeal,  be  cannot 
vote  against  tbe  bill;  a  part  of  wbich  propos<°s  a 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act;  because  that  would  be 
to  sanetion  tbe  existence  and  operation  of  the  act 
far  an  indefinite  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  tbe  House  re- 
soWed  itself  into  Commiiue  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
HopKow  of  Virginia  in|tbe  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLBfORE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  House  bill  No*  645,  being  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  tbe  army,  &o. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Clerk  read 
tbe  btU  through  all  its  sections.  It  was  then  read 
seetioA  by  section  for  amendment,  and  the  House 
piMed  several  without  objection.  When  the  item 
was  nnder  cdhsideration  which  appropriates 
fiO,000  for  anenals— 

Mr.  DBBBRRY  moved  to  strike  out  |eo,000, 
and  insert  |110,000,  with  the  specific  direc'ion 
(katfldydOO  of  that  sum  should  be  appropriated 
for  tte  eoBBklioQ  of  the  arsenal  at  Fayetteville, 
Horth  CftroUna.    He  went  into  some  statements  to 


show  the  importance  of  that  arsenal,  and  the  action 
which  bad  been  had  in  Pelatien  thereto  by  tbe 
'  L«giskHiire  of  North  OaroHna;  whence  instrur4iens 
bad  been  received  by  the  Senators  for  that  fitote, 
and  %  revest  by  iisi  members  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,,  that  they  would  give  their  aid  in 
procuring  the  neceieary  appvopriatlons  f^  the 
completion  of  that  work.  It  had  been  going  on 
for  several  years,  but  tbe  appropriation  hitherto 
bad  been  too  small  to  eimbU  the  Gk>vemraeot  to 
complete  it;*  and  he  now  moved  his  amendment 
in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  his  State  Legis- 
lature and  of  his  immediate  coi^tituents,  amongst 
whom  this  arsenal  was  situated. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said*  if  the  arsenal  was  in 
the  course  of  construction,  it  was  provided  for  by 
the  present  appropriation,  for  tbe  department  ask- 
ed for  sums  sufficient  to  carry  on  alt  works  that 
were  deemed  essential;  and* if  this  work  was  not 
embraced  in  tbe  detailed  statement  from  tbe  depart- 
ment, he  supposed  it  was  not  deemed  necessary. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no  par- 
ticular* designation  of  arsenals  in  this  bill.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad  recommenced 
'  all  the  appropriations  asked  for  by  tbe  department; 
and  be  trusted,  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of 
the  treasury,  they  should  not  go  beyond  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  if  tbe  chairman*  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  examine  the  de- 
tailed estimates,  he  would  find  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  expend  any  portion  of  this  money  on  the 
arsenal  in  question;  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
league was,  therefore,  a  proper  one.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  had 
said  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  specify  any  particu- 
lar works;  but  if  that  gentleman  would  look  at 
previous  acts  of  Congress,  he  would  find  that  it 
bad  been  frequently  done;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  done  in  this  case,  as  tbe 
works  had  been  begun,  and  no  appropriation  was 
proposed  for  their  completion. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  replied. 
The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 
Mr.  PROFFIT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tbe 
vote  by  which  the  bill  to  repeal  tbe  bankrupt  act 
had  been  passed. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  obtained  the  floor  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration,  and  then  moved  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Mas^tacbusetts  to  withdraw  that  motion,  that  the 
House  might  receive  some  Executive  communica» 
tions  which  were  on  the  Speaker^cf  table. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  consented  to  do  so,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  he  retained  tbe  floor  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  when  it  should  come  up. 

The  SPEAKER  then  presented  various  Execu- 
tive communications,  mainly  consistinit  of  informa- 
tion called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  House.  One 
was  a  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Another  was  a  com- 
munication from  tbe  War  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  97th  «tltimo,  requiring  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  the  expenditures  from  the 
Chickasaw  fund.  Another  was  a  communication 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  calling  for  certified  copies 
of  all  papers  on  file  relating  to  the  arrest  and  trial 
of  Loualiier  by  a  court-martial,  by  direction  of 
Gkneral  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815. 

Mr.  KINO  of  Georgia  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  the  estab 
lishmentof  a  steamboat  communication  between 
that  pert  and  Chagres,  South  America;  which  was 
referred  to  tbe  Select  Committee  heretofore  appoint- 
ed on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  the  House  atl- 
journed. 

'  IN  SENATE. 

Wkdnbsdat,  January  18,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  fan.  laid  before  the  Sen* 
ate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depattment, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  tbe  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  1808  and  1809,  statements  of  all  the  eon- 
tracts  made  by  the  bureaus  under  the  direction  of 
that  department,  in  the  year  1843;  which,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


IfM^ 


fii"n  ■"»  t.'g 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  Yoik,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  sign- 
ed by  J.  Bagby,  praying  that  tbe  bankrupt  law 
may  be  «>  modified  as  to  give  mechanies  a  lien  on 
work  executed  by  them;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  p«tition'£rom 
William  Morrow,  prayinc:  remuneration  in  conse- 
quence of  violations  by  Usited  States  agents  of  a 
contract  for  executing  certain  works  at  the  United 
Stales  arsenal  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  southern  part  of  Missouri,  praying  for  tbe 
removal  of  the  land  office  from  Jackson  to  Fred- 
ericktown,  in  that  State:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  apply  certain  altA'nate  sections  of  tbe  public  do- 
main towards  completing  works,  of  intemki  im- 
provement in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Downing,  for  reimbursement  of  money  paid  by  him 
for  clerk-hire  in  his  office  as  register  of  a  land  of- 
fice; and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Clainis. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  back,  with  amend- 
ments, the  bill  for  repaving  and  repairing  a  portion 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  tbe  subject  had  been  referred,  mad*e 
a  report  (which  was  concurred  in)  in  favor  of 
printing  the  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  cloth  cases,  in 
which  frauds  were  attempted  on  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  stated  that,  as  the  subject  of 
resolutions  was  now  before  the  Senate,  be  felt 
obliged  to  make  a  remark  as  to  one  introduced  at 
the  last  session  by  his  former  colleague. 

Mr.  W*  regretted  that  the  resolution  had  not 
yet  been  answered.  Some  of  the  information  de- 
sired in  it  related  to  the  persons  and  matters  con- 
nected with  the  cloth  cases,  on  wbjch.a  report  had 
just  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  Other  reports, 
containing  letters  and  documents  en  this  topic,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  concerned  in  it,  bad  been 
printed  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  dis- 
tributed widely  abroad  as  well  as  in  this  country. 
It  was  due  to  all  concerned  that  the  answer  to 
the  call  made  in  the  resolution  of  my  late  colleague, 
should  go  to  tbe  world  with  the  other  papers  bear- 
ing on  this  question.  It  was  supposed  .to  be  calcu- 
lated to  throw  much  light  uu  the  whole  subject. 

The  answer  may  have  been  delayed  or  omitted 
by  accident.  If  so,  this  notice  would  revive  at- 
tention to  it  in  the  propier  quarter,  and  would 
save  the  introduction  of  any  other  resolution  ask- 
ing for  the  reasons  which  had  prevented  a  reply 
hitherto. 

The  PRESIDENT  ftro  tm.  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  comniunication  from  the  Stale  Depart- 
ment, transmiting  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  further  information  received  at  that 
department  concerning  the  operations  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which,  on  motion  of  Mi.  BATES,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  uble,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  tracsmitiUd:,  Id  com- 
pliance with  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  1804,  a  report 
of  the  names,  dates  of  appointment,  aiid  pay  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  Indian  Department; 
wbich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  referred  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Baron  De  Kalb. 

THE  RED  LINES  AGAIN. 
Mr.  BENTON  (after  some  prefatory  remarks,  to 
tbe  eifect  that  be  had  waited  for  some  days  till  tbe 
Senator  from  Visginia,  who  had  been  ahaent,  re- 
sumed his  seat,  for  an  opportunity  to  recall  that 
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ScDfttor^  ftttentioQ  to  the  error  in  bis  printed  speech 
on  the  sobjeet  of  the  treaty,  jet  nneoneoted,)  said, 
jesterday  he  was  about  to  do  so,  when  the  mvrniBg 
hour  expired;  and  he  postponed  the  subject  on  that 
account  till  now.  The  error  of  which  he  com- 
plained was  in  these  words  of  the  Senator's  panted 
speech* 

*Tb6  Seiistor  who  prodiicad  it  [the  map]  could  am  no/At9i^ 
but  the  Biicreecopic  dotted  line  ranoing  on  in  a  northeaeierly 
directioQ;  bat  the  moment  other  eye»  were  applied  to  it,  there 
was  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits 
of  the  Unitad  Btates  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin* 
ddinf  minutely  and  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks." 

This  error  was  not  only  printed  in  the  SeDator's 
speech,  bat  repriated  in  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Sonth  Carolina;  and  arguments  were  based 
upon  ityas  if  it  was  a  matter  of  fact.  His  object 
now  was,  to  appeal  to  the  Chair  for  its  decision  a» 
to  the  facts  cf  this  statement.  I  ask  yoo,  Mr. 
President,  (continued  Mr.  Bknton,)  whether  the 
extract  I  have  jost  read  is  correct  or  not,  and 
whether  I  was  not  the  first  to  proclaim  the  "strong 
red  line,"  before  "other  eyes"  were  required  to 
poiaritoutl 

The  CHAIR  made  some  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard,  but  it  was  understood  to  import-an  impres- 
sion  that  it  could  hardly  be  in  order  to  make  any 
statement,  unless  required  by  the  Senate  in  regular 
debate, 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  press  an  interrogatory  out  of 
order. . 

Mr.  BARROW  renuirked  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senitte  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  state  bis  recollection  of  facts  which 
were  personal  to  Senators,  and  about  which  there 
was  a  controversy  between  two  Senators.  It  was 
deeply  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  any  such 
.misunderstanding  l)etween  Senators  as  to  matters 
of  fact.  This  subject  bad  been  before  the  Senate 
twice,  and,  as  he  conceived,  improperly;  and  it 
was  now  before  it  again,  which  rendered  it 
more  so.  It  was  more  than  prob&ble  that,  if 
the  discussion  went  on  to-day,  it  would  devolve 
on  the  Chair  to  put  an  end  to  it;  he  would  there- 
fore be  placed  in  an  awkward  predicament,  if  he 
should  be  compelled  to  put  an  end  to  a  contro- 
versy in  which,  upon  the  call  of  a  Senator,  he  hkd 
become,  on  its  very  threshold,  a  witness.  He 
merely  threw  out  the  suggestion, *of  which  he  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton] 
would  perceive  the  propriety.  If  the  memory 
of  the  presiding  officer  was  fresh  and  fixed  as  re- 
garded facts  of  a  public  character,  there  would  be 
no  impropriety  in  Senators  calling  upon  him  for 
his  recollection  of  them;  but  there  was  certainly 
an  impropriety  in  pursuing  such  a  course  in  this 
case,  (when  his  memory  of  the  transaction  must 
be  imperfect,)  which  was  more  of  a  personal  than 
,  a  public  nature.  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  call  upon  any  Senator  to  give  to  the 
Senate  his  recollection  of  the  facts;  but  not  upon 
the  Chair.  He  therefore  suggested  to  him,  whe* 
therhis  own  good  sense  did  not  perceive  there  was 
an  impropriety,  under  the  circumstances,  in  calling 
upon  the  presiding  officer  to  become  a  wiines^. 
There  were  Senators  who  had  a  recollection  of 
this  transaction,  as  well  as  the  presiding  officer; 
their  memory  was  as  perfect  as  bis:  he  foggested, 
then,  whether,  nnder  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  should  press  this  point. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  he  would  state  bis  recollection  of  the 
transaction.  His  memory  was  not  as  full  and  exact 
as  he  could  desire;  but,  having  been  called  opon 
most  unexpectedly,  and  having  held  no  conversa- 
tions upon  the  subject,  within  bis  recollection,  he 
felt  some  delicacy  in  making  any  statement. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
there  could  be  no  want  of  delicacy  in  the  presiding 
officer,  before  whom  the  transaction  occurred,  sta* 
ting  his  recollection*of  the  fact. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  but 
he  would  put  it  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  whether 
he  might  be  permitted  to  make  a  statement.  The 
question  was  then  put  to  the  Senate,  and  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  called  npon  the  Senator 
from  liOoisiaBa  [Mr.  BAaaow]  to  staia  to  the  Sen- 


ate his  recollection  of  the  transaction  in  contro- 
versy. 

Mr.  BARROW  then  rose,  and  said  that,  if  he 
had  any  distinct  recollection  of  the  transaction,  he 
would  tell  it  to  the  Senate;  but,  slnoe  the  matter 
was  first  introduced,  he  had  endeavored,  for  the 
last  two  days,  to  refresh  his  memory,  with  a  desire 
to  put  the  matter,  so  far  aa  h^  could,  on  a  proper 
footing.  But  bis  recollection  was  so  iudistinct,^hat 
he  would  not  undertake  to  state  anything  positive. 
He  took  very  Utile  interest  in  the  discussion  which 
sprung  up  when  the  map  was  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.    He  felt  very  little  interest 
as  regarded  these  lines^  and  never  perused  the 
map   when   in    the   possession   of    the   Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton;]  nor   afterwards, 
when    it  was   sent  to  the  seat  of  the   Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ritks,]  did  he  attend  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  as  others  did.    He 
would  state  the  impression   made  on  his   mind 
on  that  day;  premising  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  with  certainty  in  reference  to  the 
matter  in  dispute,  as  Ma  these  lines,  at  that  time. 
Occupying  a^  seat  there  [pointing  to  the  seat]  when 
the  debate  sprung  up,  he  paid  no  particular  atten- 
tion to  what  was  said  by  any  Senator,  for  he  felt 
that  it  was  of  more  importance  that  the  discussion 
should  l>e  interrupted.    Having  made  up  bis  own 
mind  how  he  should  give  his  vote,  he  did  not  feel 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  listen.    His  attention  was 
not  therefore  attracted  to  the  debate,  until  struck 
with  the  solemn  manner  in  which  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  had  introduced  the  map.    This  was  bis 
impression— whether   on  sufficient  grounds,    or 
not,  he  would  not  undertake  to  Fay.    TThe  map 
was  introduced   by  the   Senator  from  Missouri. 
What   he   said    when   he   called    the   attention 
of  the    Senate  to    it,  and  the  lines  upon  it,  he 
did  not  remember.'    When  the  map  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  seat  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
there  was  a  collection  of  al)out  a  dozen  Senators 
around  it.    He  never  pretended  at  all  to  go  there. 
He  had  no  curiosity  about  it.    But  the  impression 
made  on  bis  mind  was,  that  the  map  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  rebut  or 
destroy  the  effect  (as  he  understood  it)  of  the  map 
of  Mr.  Sparks;  but  that  it  did  not  sjstain  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  in  bis  position  before 
the  examination  of  the  map  took  place  at  the  seat 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.^    That  seemed  to  be 
the  impression  made  on  the  Senate;  but  whether  it 
nas  well-grounded  or  not,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  say.    He  repeated,  that  he  paid  no  particular 
attention  to  what  took  place  when  the  map  was 
introduced.     The  Senator    from  Missouri  intro- 
duced the  map,  be  had  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose 
that  he  had  stated;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  aUo,  that 
he  made  the  remarks  he  said  he  did  make  when  he 
introduced  it.    He  entertained  no  doubt  oa  his 
part  at  all;  but  he  must  say  that  bis  recollection 
was  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  testify  to  the  facts 
as  they  occurred.  • 

Mr.  BBNTON  observed  that  it  was  an  issue  of 
fact;  and,  that  there  could  be  no  mistake,  be  would 
read  the  passage  of  the  Senator^^  printed  speech 
over  again: 

"The  Senator  who  produced  it  [the  mvp]  could  see  nothing 
but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  running  ofi^ina  northeaeierly 
direction;  but  the  moment  oUter  eyes  were  applied  to  it,  there 
was  found,  in  bold  reher,  a  strong  red  line  indicating  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  tieaiy  of  peace,  and  coin- 
ciding minutely  and  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  on  ihe 
map  of  Mr.  6parke." 

Here  a  thing  was  stated  as  a  fact,  which  he  (Mr. 
B.)  denied  in  every  particular.  And,  in  contra, 
vention  of  what  is  therein  stated,  he  asserted  that 
he  M  see  wmdhing  besides  the  * 'microscopic  dot- 
ted line;'*  that  he  not  only  saw  the  **strong  red 
line,'*  but  that  he  was  the  first  to  proclaim  it,  to 
show  that  Mr.  Sparks'^  discovery  was  no  secret  at 
all.  He  would  now  ask  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Linn] 
for  his  recollection  of  what  occurred. 

Mr.  LINN  stated  that  when  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  introduced  Mr.  Sparks's  map,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was,  that  there  was  more  impor- 
tance attached  to  it  than  it  merited.  Indeed,  he 
thought  it  of  so  little  consequence,  that  he  could  rec- 
ollect  he  so  expressed  himself  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  next  to  him  [Mr.  Bucbaitaii]  at  the 
time;  and  ob6exTed  ta  hin  that  the  map  ooght  not 


to  hare  been  introdaeed  in  the  detiaaa,  as  theq««|. 
tion  would  not  turn  on  that  point  then;  for  it  bad 
been  settled  by  our  forefathers,  that  the  boundary 
claimed  by  Maine  was  the  one  intended;-  bottf  we 
were  going  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  we  ought  to  do  it  frankly.  Whde  he  (10. 
L)  was  oon  versing  on  this  point  with  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvaiiia,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bmei^ 
raised  bis  yoioe  and  cried  out,  ^^Here  are  the 
bloody  lines — the  red  Itnes;*'  and  be  went  on  to  re- 
mark  that  it  was  no  secret  at  all,  because  it  was  hi 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Collection  of  maps  and  boofa^ 
and  had  been  for  years  open  to  die  inspee- 
ticta  of  eyery  one  in  the  Library  of  CoBgrees. 
And  what  brought  it  more  distinctly  to  his  reeo!- 
lection,  was  his  colleague's  remark — that  it  came 
from  the  collection  of  one  distinguished  for  his  can 
in  collecting  and  keeping  everything  thai  was  of 
interest  to  his  country — Mr.  Jefferson.  He  (Mr. 
L.)  had  discharged  his  mind  of  all  ioipre«ioni 
aboot  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Sparks^  map,  be- 
cause, he  never  attached  any  importance  to  the  sort 
of  evidence  it  could  furnish;  nor,  indeed,  to  the 
point  made  i^on  it.  And  with  regard  to  the  objeet 
for  which  his  colleague  introduced  Mr.  Jefferson^ 
map,  his  impression  was,  that  it  was  to  prove  there 
was  no  secret;  but  beyond  that  object,  he  did  sot 
recollect  any  other,  unless  it  was  to  prove  that  then 
should  be  no  importance  whatever  attached  to  Ux. 
Sparks's  map.  His  impression  was,  indeed,  that 
his  colleague  had  no  oibier  object  in  view,  when  \m 
brought  forward  his  map.  He  wished  to  sbowthu 
we,  had,  for  years,  had  just  such  a  map  in  our  ovi 
archives,  open  to  public  inspection. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  said  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
matter  would  be  allowed  to  stop  here.  He  wai 
convinced  there  had  been  nothing  but  a  diversity 
of  sentiment,  reflecting  in  no  degree  on  either  Sen- 
ator; and  he  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  for  so 
mudi  sensitiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  froa 
Missouri.  He  hoped  that,  in  this  view  of  the  nut- 
ter, which  he  believed  was  concurred  in  by  Seaa* 
tors  on  all  sides,  the  subject  would  be  allowed  to 
drop.  It  was  rare,  indeed,  that  all  tlie  minaie 
transactions  of  but  a  few  weeks  gone  by,  were  re- 
tained distinctly  in  the  recollection  of  gentlemen. 
This  was  his  own  casein  the  present  instance.  He 
had  not  the  smallest  recollection  of  the  particulars 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  or  he  would  have  hiter- 
posed  and  endeavored  to  terminate  the  controveny. 
As  it  evidently  appeared  to  be  a  mere  difference  of 
impression  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Stenaiots, 
he  hoped  the  question  would  be  allowed  to  rest, 
without  any  further  debate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  as  allusion  had  been  made 
to  him,  be  deemed  it  proper  to  state  what  his  ree- 
oUection  was  of  the  facts,  as  far  as  he  himself  was 
concerned.  His  impression  at  the  time  was,  that 
the  map  from  the  library  was  produced  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  for*  the  purpose  of  rebutting 
and  invalidating  the  one  in  the  possession  of  the 
gentleman  irom  Virginia.  His  impression  was, 
further,  that  when  tbe  map  was  t>eiog  unfolded  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  his  eye  cacght  the 
dotted  line,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
it,  as  being  the  true  boundary  line,  and  as  differiog 
from  the  line  described  in  Mr.  Sparks's  map,  inas- 
much as  it  ran  in  a  more  northerly  direction.  Tlus 
was  his  impression,  thoagh  he  might  have  l)een  in 
errbr.  He  Jiad  himself  supposed  that  the  red 
marks  delineated  the  boundaries  of  counties,  or 
of  States;  but  he  found  afterwards  that  this  suppo- 
sition was  wrong.  And  the  general  impression 
resting  upon  his  mind  was,  that  the  map  produced 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  did  not  sustain  him 
in  what  be  (Mr.  Calhouv)  l)elievcd  to  be  hh  ob- 
ject»  viz:  in  rebutting  tbe  other  map. 

These  were  the  impressions  he  entertained  at 
the  time,  and  they  had  not  been  changed  since.  He 
would  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  he  hoped 
another  debate  in  secret  session  would  never  be 
published.  He  thought  the  precedent  wasg^agte 
l>e  highly  pemicions;  it  would  probably  opiate  as 
a  restriction  upon  the  liberty  of  debate.  He  had 
written  out  his  own  speech  reluctantly,  and  ealy 
with  a  view,  as  other  speeches  were  being  publish- 
ed, of  putting  bioiself  right;  and  in  writing  that 
apeeoh,  he  had  taken  the  general  run  of  tbe  fads, 
withoat  entering  into  the  minute  detailf»  whieb,  ia 
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Mkft  thar^eoiild  have  but  tittle  ittftneiiee  np- 
<Nitbe  piMje  mind. 

Bfr.  BBNTON  nilerated  thai,  in  the  pnsenee 
of  lortj-eight  Senators,  (most  of  wbom  were  pree- 
eatjoa  the  oeeasion,)he  was  the  first  himself  to 
prodaim  the  red  line.  H«  not  only  could  see 
ibea,  contrary  to  the  werds  he  had  qaoted;  but  he 
did  BOl^  aa  they  assert,  leaTe  it  to  <*other  eyes'*  to 
bs  applied  lo  ttM  niap  to  discorer  them.  He  pro- 
elaiiaed  ib«m  aloud  from  his  seat.  This  was  ihe 
issue  of  faet.'  And  on  it  he  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
ators around  him  for  their  recoU^tions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  observed  that,  ac- 
cording to  his  recollection,  when  (he  Senator  fk'om 
MiMouri  heard  of  Sparks^  map,  he  raised  the  map 
in  his  own  bands,  and  exclaimed,  **here  are  the 
bloody  red  lines.'*  The  words  were  so  remarkable, 
that  they  made  a  strong  impression  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  he  had  any  recollection 
of  allusion  t>eittg  nutde  te  the  "secret?*' 

Bfr.  SMITH  replied  that  his  recollection  was 
latbcr  indistinct  about  that;  but  still  his  impression 
was,lbatit  mtist  hare  been  to  show  there  was  no 
secret  about  it. 

Mr.  ALLBN  observed  that  this  was  (to  say  the 
least  of  it)  a  very  troublesome  dispute,  growing  out 
of  a  deeply  exciting  discussion  which  had  taken 
place  with  closed  doors,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
additional  circumstance  that  the  matter  bad  nut 
been  noticed  at  the  time  by  any  reporter.  His  im- 
pression was,  that  there  was  no  real  diference  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Virginia  and  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  The  difference  was  barely  as  to 
the  form  of  the  question  now  made-4he  one 
adhering  to  the  object  foe  which  the  map  was 
introduced,  and  the  other  to  the.  fact  of  the 
announcement  of  the  broad  red  line  which 
was  visible  to  every  one.  Believiog,  then,  that 
there  was  nothing  substantial  involved  in  the  con- 
troTOsy,  he  must  be  permitted  lo  express  his  regret 
thai  the  matier  should  be  deemed  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

He  bad  hitbc^  remained  quiet,  and  volunteered 
no  optnka  nor  expression  of  his  impressions  upon 
the  nbjeet;  but,  being  now  particufarlv  called 
upon,  he  could  state  very  readily  what  those  im- 
pfessions  were;  and  he  did  so  with  a  perfect  con- 
yietioA  that  the  statement  could  not  reflect  in  the 
toast  degree  on  any  member  of  that  body,  in  one 
way  or  the  other.  His  attention  was  attracted  to 
the  fact  of  the  introduction  of  the  map  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  by  the  solemnity  with  which  it 
was  introduced;  the  Senator  evidently  regarding  it 
as  a  matter  of  peculiar  importance,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  very  pointedly  to  the  map. 
While  this  part  of  the  discussion  was  going  on, 
the  Senator  ttom  Missouri  (according  to  his  recol- 
lection of  the  ease)  obtained  an  old  atlas,  and 
meading  open  a  map,  exclaimed,  "here  is  the  red 
line."  As  to  the  motive  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  introduced  the  atlas,  bis  recollection 
was  not  very  distinct;  but  the  circumstance  of  the 
red  line  having  been  pointed  out  by  him  be  (Mr. 
A.)  particularly  remembered,  in  consequence  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Senator  had  called  atten- 
tion to  it,  being  devoid  of  that  deference  or  courte- 
sy which  he  (Mr.  A.)  conceived  was  due  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  possession  of  the  floor.  As  to 
the  fact  of  the  announcement  of  the  red  line,  he 
recollected  distinctly  that  the  l^ator  from  Missou- 
ri made  use  of  the  word  "bloody."  He  might  not 
perhaps  have  recollected  the  circumstance,  but  for 
the  phrase  made  use  of  by  the  Senator;  which,  of 
itself,  was  calculated  to  make  an  impression  upon 
the  memory.  He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  con* 
ceivo  that  this  statement  could  affect  either  Senator, 
one  way  or  the  other;  for  be  did  not  conceive  that 
there  was  any  essential  difierence  between  the  Sen- 
ators—the  one  contending  ~as  to  the  object  for 
which  the  map  was  produced,  aod  the  failure  of 
thiat  object;  and  the  other  as  to  the  announcement 
of  the  broad  red  line. 

Mr.  HIVES  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  did  not 
thtak  it  at  all  necessary  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion €i  the  matter  with  any  spirit  of  controversy, 

but 

The  CHAIR  here  interrupted  the  Senator  from 
Viiginia,  with  a  request  that  he  might  he  permitted 
10  cxplaitt  ibe  preceding  remarks  be  had  made* 


The  Chair  Mien  stated  that  his  recollection  was  re- 
freshed by  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Alum.]  They  reminded 
him  that  he  had  hdd  a  conversation  with  him,  and 
in  which  conversatioli  that  Senator  accorded  with 
his  recollection,  that  there  was  no  substantial  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Senators.  The  Chair  super- 
added the  remark,  that  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  he  would  add  that  no  issue  was  made 
up  on  the  fact  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Bsmton]  having  announced  the  fed  lines.  That, 
en  a  previous  occasion,  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  RiVBs]  had  remarked  that  he  could  not  btfve 
fallen  into  the  absurdity  of  imputing  the  design 
to  the  Senator  frojA  Missouri,  of  an  intended  sup- 
pression of  the  red  line,  with  the  view  to  impose 
upon  the  Senate  or  the  country.  That  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Chair  was,  that  the  red  line  was 
annonneed;  but  the  ground  of  his  supposition,  that 
there  was  no  su^tantial  difference  between 
the  Senators,  was,  that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Virgioia,  complained  of,  were  not  literal  and 
exact,  but  only  figurative.  They  had  been  so  re- 
garded by  the  Chair.  And  if  the  Chair  might  use 
the  expression,  he  had  understood  tbe  expression  of 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  mean,  that  the  mind's 
eye  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  so  engrossed 
with  the  microscopic  dotted  line,  that  he  save  none, 
or  scarcely  any,  consideration  to  the  plain  or  palpa- 
ble red  line;  and  that  his  opinion  on  this  point  was 
much  fortified  by  the  statement  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  he 
could  not,  or  did  not,  desip  the  absurdity  of  at- 
tempting to  produce,  the  impression,  either  upon 
the  Senate  or  the  public  mind,  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  attempted  to  exhibit  the  dotted  line, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  suppress  or  conceal  the  ex- 
stence  of  tbe  red  line,  which  was  bold  and  strbng- 
y  marked  on  the  same  map. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two,  for  the  purpose  of -placing  the  matter  in  its 
true  attitude  before  the  public,  though  he  doubted 
whether  the  public  were  disposed  to  take  any  in- 
terest in  the  matter  at  all.  He  coi^curred  entirely 
in  the  very  candid  and  sober  view  of  the  matter 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  Chair,  and  by 
the  Senator  firom  Ohio,  with  regard  to  the  red  line 
and  the  dotted  line.  The  whole  diff'erence  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  himself,  re- 
duced itself  to  a  mete  matter  of  opinion,  as  had 
been  very  justly  remarked.  He  would  state,  most 
distinctly,  that  his  own  impression  in  regard  to  the 
expressions  used  by  the  Senator  Arom  Missouri, 
was,  that  the  Senator  had  not  referred  to  the  red 
lines  at  aN;  though  it  was  possible  that  the  words 
might  have  been  spoken,  without  having  reached 
his  ears,  as  'there  was  some  confusion  at  the  time, 
and  as  he  (Mr.  Rites)  was  then  speaking.  At  all 
event,  the  circumstance,  if  it  so  occurred,  bad 
made  no  impression  upon  his  mind;  and  he  had 
consequently  no, recollection  of  it.  What  he  desired 
to  say  was  (what  had  been  so  happily  expressed  by  tbe 
Chair,)  that  it  was  the  mind's  eye  by  which  the  red 
line  was  disregarded;  the  red  line  might  have  been 
seen,  but,  if  seen,  not  recognised  as  the  true 
boundary;  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  was  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senator  as  being  tbe  true  bound* 
ary.  And  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by 
refening  to  the  printed  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri;  in  which  he  insisted,  in  three  distinct 
places,  opon  the  dotted  line  as  being  tbe  true  bound- 
ary; and,  according  to  the  recollection  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  made  the  remark,  that  any  little  school 
.  miss  might  have  drawn  the  red  line. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed  disposed  to 
leave  entirely  in  the  dark  the  object  for  which  be 
bad  introdnced  the  map,  and  confined  himself  to 
the  expression  (which,  undoubtedly,  was  intended  to 
be  understood  as  a  figurative  expression)  that 
the  broad  red  line  could  not  be  seen  until  other 
eyes  were  applied  to  it.  He  had  never  intended 
to  deny  that  the  Senator  announced  the  ted  line; 
but  what  he  asserted  was,  that  the  Senator  had  in- 
sisted upon  the  microscopic  dott^  line  as  being 
tbe  true  boundary.  The  whole  question,  then,  was, 
in  truth,  a  difference  of  impression  or  of  recollec- 
tion as  to  the  object  for  which  the  map  had  been 
intiodoced.    He  (Mi.  R.)  bad  honestly  stated  his 


own  imptession  as  lo  what  that  object  was,  and 
that  he  considered  the  Senator  as  having  failed  to 
accomplish  that  object  and  in  that  opinion  he  be* 
lieved  be  was  sustained  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  the  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  other  point,. it 
was  a  matter  of  form  merely. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  . 
He  woulJ  now  drop  everything  that  had  passed, 
and  would  merely  read  to  the  Senate  the  last  letter 
which  was  ever  written  by  Dr.  Franklin;  it  was 
written  in  the  year  1790,  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  was  at  that  lime  Secretary  of  State. 

Ck>pi/  of  the  Uu^  letter  written  by  Dr.  Franklin, 

**pHiLAi>BLPinA,  ApiU  8, 1790. 

'^Sir:  1  received  your  letter  of  Uie  3lat  of  laet  paaL  relutof 

to  encroachmeots  made  od  the  eastern  limits  of  the  Uaked 

States,  by  seulers  under  tbe  British  Goyemment,  pretendinf 

that  it  Is  the  wesftfrn^  and  not  the  etutem  rirer  of  the  haj  or 

Paasamaquoddy,  which  was  designated  by  the  name  of  8l- 

Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation,  and  requesting  of 

me  to  communicate  any  facts  which  my  memory  or  papers 

^  may  enable  me  to  recoUect,  and  which  may  indicate  the  true 

river  which  the  comminioners  on  both  sides  bad  in  their  view 

to  establish  as  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

'*  Vour  letter  found  me  under  a  severe  fit  of  my  malady,  which 

Erevented  my  answering  it  sooner,  or  atteoding,  indeed,  to  any 
ind  of  busings.  I  now  can  assure  you  that  lam  perfectly 
clear  in  the  renembraoce  that  the  map  we  used  in  tradDg  the 
boundajy  was  brought  to  ilie  treaty  by  the  c6mmiasion«re  fMpt 
England;  and  that,  it  was  the  same  that  waft  published  oy 
Blitctiell  above  twenty  years  before.  Having  a  copy  of  that 
map  by  me  In  loose  sheets.  I  send  you  that  sheet  which  con* 
tains  the  bay  of  Paasamaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  iliac  part  of 
the  boundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  in  that  part  of  the 
boundary  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adams,  who 
had  t>een  concerned  in  some  former  disputes  concerning  those 
territories.  I  think,  therefore,  that  you  may  obtain  still  farther 
light  lh>m  him. 

^That  the  map  we  used  was  Mitchell's  map,  Con|re8s  were 
acquainted  at  tbe  time,  l>y  letter  to  their  Secretary  for  Foreiga 
Affairs,  which,  I  suppose,  may  be  found  upon  fheir  files. 

**!  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  re* 
spect,  sir,  your  most  ot>edientand  most  bumble  servant, 

"B.  FRAMKUN. 
"To  Thobas  Jbpfbbson, 

**Secretary  of  State  of  the  Vuiled  States." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  pnt  an  end  to  Mr. 
Sparks's  map.  This  letter  shows  that  Atitchell^ 
map,  and  not  D'Anviile's  map,  was  that  Dr.  Frank- 
lin nsed  for  showing  oar  title;  and  here  is  that 
map,  showing  ear  boondary  along  the  mountain 
ridge  by  Claebee  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  going 
to  the  northwest  comer  of  Nora  Scotia,  within  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  river  on  this  map— within 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  it,  in  fact.  This  shows  that 
Mr.  Sparks^s  discovery  in  Paris  is  not  the  measare 
of  oar  title  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 

Here  the  sabject  dropped. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 
The  CHAIR  anoonnced  the  order  of  the  day  to  be 
the  onfinished  debate  on  tbe  passage  of  tbe  bill  for 
th^  settlement  and  occnpalion  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

Mr.  GHOATE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  address- 
ed  the  Senate  for  nearly  two  honrs.  The  two  main 
topics  upon  which  he.  dwelt,  were:  first,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  proposed  grant  of  lands  to  settlers,  as 
an  infraction  of  the  convention  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  established  for  ten  years  in 
1818,  and  renewed  in  1827,  to  conunue  from  year 
to  year  until  discontinued  by  a  year's  notice  from 
either  party  *,  and  next,  the  question  of  tbe  settle- 
ment of  other  difficulties  with  England  by  the  late 
treaty,  without  also  settling  that  in  reUtion  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that  his 
only  objection  to  tbe  bill  was  in  relation  to  the  , 
provision  making  a  grant  of  lands.  If  it  was  re- 
committed, and  that  provision  was  sUricken  out, 
the  rest  of  tbe  bill  should  have  his  hearty  conear- 
rence.  Even  if  the  bill  remained  in  its  present 
shape,  and  it  could  be  satisfactorily  proved  to /him 
that  this  provision,  which  proposes  a  grant  of 
land  to  settlers,  is  not  an  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
he  would  give  it  his  support.  He  would  go 
further;  he  would  ^ay,  that  if  the  year's  notice 
were  given  of  our  intention  to  relinquish  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  he  would,  after  the  cessation  of 
our  obligations  under  it,  most  cheerfully  support 
a  bill  of  this  kind.  But  he  conceived  the  whole 
question,  at  present,  was,  whether  this  bill,  in  its 
present  form,  would  not  be  a  violation  of  our 
obligations  under  the  treaty^  and  that  it  wouM,  he 
had  not  now  the  slightest  doubt. 

Here  Mr.  C.  went  ii^to  an  examination  of  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  with  a  view  of  abowinf  that 
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ibe  oftiy  oQcapation  or  setUemeDt  wbieb  eo«ld 
lake  place  in  fpod  faith,  wms  a  joint  occupation 
khd  settlement  for  parposee  of  trade,  boniim^,  and 
trappiiig;and  ibatQreat  Britain  neTer  had  in  any 
single  instance  otherwise  interpreted  the  treaty,  or 
fteted  npon  it.  Her  encuvragement  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  was  for  purposes  of  trade  and  hont- 
ing,  strictly  in  conformity  with  ihe  treaty.  If  the 
company  bad  built  forts  and  made  semlements, 
it  was  in  fortheranee  of  the  objects  of  trade,  and 
carrying  en  the  trapping  and  hunting  in  which  it 
was  eagaged.  It  was  perfectly  open  to  ns,  under 
the  treaty »  to  do  the  same.  He  denied  that  Eog- 
|gnd  had  extended  over  the  country  an  exclusive 
jorisdieiion.  She  only  applied  he r  own  laws  to  her 
own  subjects.  We  might  do  the  same.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  she  ever  granted  away  a  sin- 
gle acre  of  the  territory,  or  exercised  an  exclusive 
li^ht  of  that  kind,  he  would  then  say  that  we 
might  do  the  same.    But  no  such  thing  could  be 

shown,  for  it  had  not  been  done. 

• 

As  to  the  allegations  that  England,  in  a  commn- 
nieation  with  the  ministers  of  our  Gk)vernment,  bad 
said  that  British  interests  had  grown  up  in  the 
•errttoiTt  which  should  and  wotild  be  protected,  he 
contended,  that  taking  the  whole  context,  and  giv- 
ing what  followed  in  the  sentence,  so  fiar  from  this 
being  an  assertion  of  exclusive  right,  or  a  threat  of 
possession  against  the  United  States,  the  most  di- 
rect reservation  was  made  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  to  joint  occupation  and  interest  in  Ihe 
territory  «nder  the  treaty,  by  which  both  countries 
m^n  boanj.  He  read  the  passage  in  full,  with  a 
view  of  showing  the  correctness  of  his  view  of  the 
avowal  made  by  England. 

In  commenting  upon  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bxnton,]  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  discossion  when  the  subject  was  last  up, 
be  took  occasion  to  remove  an  erroneous  Impres- 
sion, which  he  conceived  was  calculated  to  do  great 
injustice  to  a  distinguished  man,  [Mr.  Webster,] 
who  could  not  there  defend  himself.  He  alluded 
to  the  fears  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, that  the  President's  message  declining  to  for- 
nish  the  correspondence,  or  informal  commnnica- 
^  tions,  relative  to  the  pending  negotiation  about 
the  Oregon  Territory,  implied  grounds  for  conclu- 
ding that  propositions  had  been  made  by  our  Sec- 
retary of  State,  which  the  Administration  was 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow;  -that,  in  fact,  the  rumor 
mnst  be  correct  which  had  got  abroad,  that  a  prop- 
osition had  been  made  or  entertained,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  settle  down  upon  Ihe  Colombia 
river  as  the  boundary  line.  Now,  he  was  glad  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  undeceive  the  Senator,  and 
to  assure  him,  which  he  did  from  authority — (qf  he 
had  been  requested  by  the  Secretary  himself  to  do 
it  for  him — that  he  never  cither  made  or  enter- 
tained a  proposition  to  admit  of  any  line  soath  of 
the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  as  a  negotiable  bound- 
ary line  for  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales. 

After  Mr.  C.  had  considerably  more  at  Isrge,  and 
in  his  own  words,  (the  purport  of  which  is  oaly  at- 
Umpted  in  this  sketch,)  folly  explained  this  matter, 
he  next  turned  to  so  much  of  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  as  condemned  the  late 
treaty  with  Oreat  Britain  in  relation  to  the  Noith- 
eastera  boundary  line.  .He  entered  into  a  lor5g, 
minute,  and  topographical  inquiry  and  explana- 
f  tion,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  course  pur- 
aoed  hy  the  Secretary  of  State  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous ever  attempted  for  this  country  in  any 
previous  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  Having 
argued  this  point  elaborately,  he  turned  to  the  line 
^reed  upon  through  the  great  Western  lakes,  with 
a  view  of  proving  that  we  bad  in  reality— and  not 
merely  seemingly,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  sup- 
posed— gained  four  millions  of  acres  of  land.  He 
quoted  a  pamphlet,  (said  to  be  written  by  Lord  Pal- 
merslon,)  to  show  that  the  most  intelligent  English 
statesmen  cossidered  that  we  had  immeasurably 
the  best  of  the  hsrgain  in  the  late  treaty,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  acquisition  of  this  four  millions 
of  acfea  in  the  West.  He  traced  the  line  from 
Pigeon  river  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  agreed 
upon,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  the  idec- 
tlcul  line  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  no 
ptber  water-course  was  known  till  1803  but  the 


southern  watercourse  adopted  as  the  true  line  in 
the  late  treaty. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
recommitted,  and  (the  provision  granting  lands 
being  stricken  ont)  that  the  measure  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  so  much  of  theSena- 
tor'to  remarks  as  touched  upon  his  speech;  and  in- 
sisted that  the  same  line  fo  which  the  Senator's 
concluding  remarks  alluded,  was  thirty  or  forty 
miles  north  of  rhat  which  the  Senator  supposed. 
*  Mr.  B.*s  remarks  (which  were  mostly  statisti- 
cal) will  be  given  in  full  in  a  dfty  or  two. 

Mr.  MOREHBAD  next  obtained  the  floor,  and, 
on  his  motion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES!     ^ 

Wednesday,  JanAary  18, 1843. 

Mr.  ftEAD  presented  two  remonstrances^  signed 
by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrut>t  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RIGGS  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Whitewater,  m  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Milwaukie, 
in  said  Territory,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  upper  lakes. 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  resolution;  and 
it  was  agreed  to: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
•troctedto  inquire  into  theexpedi«ncy  of  reponing.a  joint  n»- 
olu lion,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  apeciat  agent  to  in- 
quire into  the  alleged  fraucw  under  the  pre-emption  laws;  the 
appointment  of  such  agent  tuving  been  recommended  by  the 
CommiMioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  his  annual  report. 

Also,  that  said  committee  l>e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  amend  the  existing  and  former 
pre-emption  laws,  so  as  to  permit  the  heirs  or  representatives 
or  those  who  settled  on  the  public  lands  with  (he  intention  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption  laws, 
but  who  died  before  the  forma  required  by  said  laws  had  been 
complied  with,  to  enter  the  same,  if  satisfactory  evidence  is 
produced  that  the  settler  or  settlers,  if  living,  would  be  entitled 
to  said  land. 

Mr.  GWrN-also  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted: 

Renlvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  tlouse  all  the  informailon  in  possession  of 
the  Navy  Department  in  regard  to  the  naval  depot  of  the  ITni- 
ted  States  at  Port  Mahon,  and  especially  whether  any  vessels  of 
the  United  States  Mediterranean  squadron  have  been  kept  for 
any  length  ef  time  in  said  port  inactive;  andfif  so,  how  long: 
and  whether  any  of  the  ofHcers  have  heretofore  established 
themselves,  during  such  period,i>n  sttore  at  that  place,  and  for 
Wtiat  length  of  time,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  house,  and  the 
namea  of  such  vessels  andof  sajd  officers;  and  further  to  state 
whether  any,  and  what,  reforms  have  been  contemplated,  or 
are  considered  to  t>e  necessary,  in  regard  to  ttie  coMition  and 
conduct  oi  the  Mediterranean  squadron  in  these  particulars. 

Mr.  GWIN  also  offered  the  following  resc- 
lution;  and  it  was  adopted,  after  an  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Ilouse  the  amount  of  the  daily  expenses, 
exclusive  of  the  pay  of  the  oflicers  and  crew,  of  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  steam- frigates,  respectively,  while  in  service; 
and  to  specify  the  amount  of  fuel  consumed  by  each  daily,  in- 
cluding the  amount  of  wastage,  where  the  said  fuel  has  been  pur- 
chased, from  whom,  by  whom,  and  at  what  price. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 

resolution: 

JReso/ved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House,  (if  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  service.)  whatever  information  may  be  in  his  possession 
m  relation  to  the  recent  capture  of  Monterey,  in  California,  by 
Commodore  T.  Ap  Catesby  Jones;  and  to  ptate  whether  the 
said  Jones  had  any  instructions  from  the  Government  which 
were  intended  should  be  con^rued  into  authority  for  such  pro* 
ceedings. 

Mr.  LINN  objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  offered  the  following,  and  it  was 

adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ftiving  a  pension 
to  John  Gary,  a  free  colored  man,  a  native  of  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  State  of  Virginia,  now  resident  of  this  Dis. 
trict,  who  says  he  was  a  body  servant  of  General  Washington 
at  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat,  in  1755,  and  was  present  at 
that  battle:  and  also,  that  he  was  a  servant  of  General  Wash- 
ington at  the  Aurrenuer  of  Cornwallis,  in  1781;  and  who  is  be- 
lieved to  be  1 12  years  old. 

Mr.  TILLING  HAST  rose  to  a  privileged  ques 
tion,  and  then  explained  that  an  error  had  occurred, 
in  recording  his  vote  on  a  motion  made  yesterday 
to  fix  10  o^clock,  A.  M.  as  the  hour  of  meeting  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  next,  which  «re  days  appro- 
priated by  the  rales  to  private  badness.     Having 


caused  a  correction  of  the  journal^  be  mor^  a  i^ 
eonsideraiioa  of  the  vote  of  yester  'dny. 

Mr.  HfflEU WETHER  moved  to  Hqr  t^st  Mb^h 
tion  on  the  table,  observing  thftt  geMtfeiMft  who 
voted  to  meet  early  did  not  come  to  the  Hooic  at 
the  time  fixed. 

Mr.  GOWEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  Mya,  but 
they  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose  to  a  privileged  qtiestion; 
and  was  anders*tood  to  move  the  reeonsideration  of 
some  vote,  wbieh  was  not  distinctly  beard. 

Mr.  BV^ETT  desired  to  move  a  siispewfen 
of  the  rules,  to  enable  Ihe  House  to  prcweed  with 
and  dispose  of,  the  question  of  reeonsf^ratioB  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  passage  of  the  baidt> 
ropt  law;  which  was  moved  by  tbegentletkutn  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Pkoffit.]  He  thought  )bmt  sbonld 
be  disposed  of  before  the  House  proceeded  to  aoy 
other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  thepurpose 
(as  he  said)  of  Uking  up  the  bill  for  the  satisfaction 
of  claims  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  on  an  expiaaation  beinf^  given 
that  the  question  of  reconsideration  wbieh  he  whh- 
ed  to  dispose  of,  would  come  up  of  course  after 
the  mommg  hour,  withdrew  his  motion  to  suspead 
the  rules. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  pressed  hfs  motion,  aBd*ca)l- 
ed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it;  whicb  were  or- 
^  dered,  and  resulted  as  follows—yeas  107,  nays  78. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole*  (Mr.  Hopuiis  of  Virginia  in  the 
^air,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  till 
making  appropriation^  for  the  support  of  the 
army. 

Mr.  PROFFITT  moved  to  take  «p  the  Uil 
making  appropriations  for  the  coBttaaatiMi  of  tM 
Cumberland  road. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  was  not  in  or* 
der — the  army  appropriation  bill  having  the  priority 
— and  most  be  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  other 
business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  movejjl  to  postpone  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  providing  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  PICKENS  called  for  tellers,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question,  they  [Messrs. 
Sadndkbs  and  Read]  reported  ayes  78,  noes  80. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 

[When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  ques- 
tion pending  was  on  the  following  amendment  sub* 
mitted  hj  Mr.  Debbrrt: 

<'For  araeoftli,  one  hundred  and  ten  thonMod  dollan;  twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  wbicti  to  l>e  applied  lowardacomptetii^  the 
arsenal  now  under  train  of  consiruciion  at  Fayetterille,  NoiUi 
Carolina."] 

The  question  being  put  on  ■  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Debcrrt,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  then  called  for  tellers,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  renewed  his  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  op  die 
French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  READ  inquired  if  the  motion  was  in  order, 
a  similar  one  having  just  been  rejected. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was,  there  having  been 
intervening  business  since  the  same  motion  was 
made  and  rejected,  viz:  the  call  for  and  ordering 
of  tellers  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Deberrt] 

Mr.  READ  called  for  tellers  on  the  motion; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  the  opinion  that 
motions  of  this  kind  should  not  be  made  oflener 
than  once  a  day;  for,  by  moving  them  in  this  way, 
just  after  they  had  been  rej<»cted,  as  was  done  by 
the  gentleman  frt)m  Massachusetts,  a*  freat  and 
unnecessary  wa<»te  of  lime  was  oooasSoned. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that^  if  proeee^Hngtlfte 
this  were  to  be  tolerated,  there  would  be~  no  get* 
ting  on  with  the  business  of  the  House;  they  woald 
never  be  able  to  tell  what  they  were  about  to  do.   , 

The  CHAIR  repeated  his^MiioB,  thai  Ibe  Mo- 
tion was  in  order;  and.  the  question  was  taken  by 
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Ihe  M^t^  (Me88rs..W«LLBR  and  Strittom ,}  wbo 
repoftddijes  6%  noes  78. 

So  Hn,  iUuMs*s  motion  was  again  rejected. 

Tbe^!ie9tioi)i  jrecmriog  on  Mr.  DfiBERar's  amend- 
mcntf 

Mr-  McKkY  suggested  to  his  colleagoe  to  mod- 
if  J  il»  ao  aa  ^pt  to  increa&e  the  appropriation,  bat 
to  uikt  it  obligatory  on  the  Secretary  of  War 'to 
*Frir-t^0|0OO'af  the  balance  of  the  appropriation 
of  iwi  yeacy  now  on  hand,  to  the  acsenal  at  Fayeite- 
TiUe.  Mr.  ytcK,  said  that  there  was  i^n  appro- 
priation of  ^130,000  made  last  year,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  f  10,000  of  it  should  be  applied  to 
the  North  Carolina  arsenal;  and  of  this  appropria- 
tion, he  had  ascertained  that  over  $94,000  now  re- 
mained unexpended  in  the  treasury.  All  that  was 
wanted,  therefore,  tras  to  direct  the  application  of 
a  pairt  of  thia  8l^n  to  the  object iiis  colleague  had 
\A  view.  If  his  colleague  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment in  the  manner  he  had  suggested,  he  presumed 
that  no  gentleman^ould  object  to  it,  as  there 
would  in  that  case  be  no  increase  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  had  no  particular  objection  to 
the  coarse  of  bis  colleague,  but  his  constituents 
were  anxious  for  the  appropriation  which  be  had 
pcopoeed.  They  strongly  suspected  that  there  was 
no  mieation  on  the  part  of  the  department  to  make 
this  anything  more  than  a  mere  arsenal  of  deposite. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Legislature  of  Dorth 
Carolina  interfered  and  passed  resolutions.  He 
aigedthe  propdetyand  necessity  for  completing 
this  arsenal,  since  it  was  the  only  arsenal  south 
of  the  Potomac  He  did  not  believe  in  the  sincerity 
of  those  oficers  of  the  department,  who  held  out 
that  they  intended  to  complete  the  werk.  His  con* 
stttnents  were  tked  of  being  tantalized  and  humbug- 
ged, and  it  was  now  several  years  since  any  pro- 
gif»  bad  been  made.  He  expreft»ed  his .  willing- 
ness to  modify  bis  amendment  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  McKat,]  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  War  to  appropriate  flO.OOO 
of  the  mpqey  now  on  hand  to  the  completion  of  the 
arsenal  at  Payetievilie. 

Ux^McKJlY  read  a  letter  from  the  officer  under 
whose  charge  the  work  was;  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  large  quantity  of  materials  was  now 
oa  hand  (br  the  eonstrucHon  of  the  work,  and  the 
Qovemment  would  suffer  injury  by  allowing  the 
works  to  remain  maeh  longer  in  their  present  situa- 
tion. 

Mx»  QILMfiR  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thoQgbtibe.  piinciple  wrong.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  Congress  should  make  any  exception  in  favor 
of  the  arsenal  in  North  Carolina,  when  the  process 
of  restricting  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Qovem- 
meat  was  going  on. 

Mf.  GRAHAM  replied,  and  sustained  the 
amendoMat.  He  contended  that  the  Legislature 
dioold  inteifen  in  this  matter.  The  case  was  pe- 
caliai.  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  materials 
wen  on. band,  be  urged  the  fapt  that  no  other 
aiaeaal  existed  south  of  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  FIX^LMOREsaid,  if  an  unexpended  balance 
remained  ever  from  last  year,  it  was  unnecessary 
10  give  tha  direction  in  relation  to  the  North  Caro- 
toaaraenal.  Let  the  department  make  theex- 
^aditnre.  He  urged,  moreover,  that  the  pro- 
peeid  division  of  a  part  of  the  appropriation  for 
trseaalsio  tbeNoith  Carolina  araenal  would  en- 
diipi  i|i«  public  propel  ty  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CAL80UN  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
Fayeiteviile  arsenal  cooipleted;  and  firessed  upon 
M  aomautiae  the  cooeideraiion,  that,  whilst  there 
were  sMtny  arsenals  ihrongbont  the  Northern  and 
Basttm  States,  there  was  none  in  the  South  and 
Soathiwesf.  He  advocated  a  reorganization  and 
ureitMuiling  of  the  whole  system  of  arsenals,  eon* 
leading  that  there  were  too  many  in  some  seciionsj 
sad  not  enough  in  others. 

Mr.  QifcMEB.  inquired  whether  (his  appropria 
^  waato  complete  arsenals  already  begun,  or  to 
ereet  new  arsenals,  or  for  the  custody  of  arms. 

Mi.  F1LLM0B£  said  that  thcce  were  but  two 
Mwnalfi  began  which  were  not  finished.  The  ap- 
propriation was  mainly  intended  for  repairs^  for 
ihi  Ufom  of'  which  exjiendiiure  he  referred  to  doc- 
WwwMo.4S^ 
\  M(.  QtlMMfk  «9»<^!?rfd  with  tha  geatlemfn 


from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  that  there 
were  too  many  arsenals  at  present.  He  should 
move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  |90,000  to 
(50,000,  so  as  to  expend  money  only  on  those  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GlI^ERsaid  he  had  so  supposed,  but  now 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  it  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  re^Me d  to  various  ffentlemea 
who  had  opposed  the  appropriation.  He  thought 
it  due  at  least  to  the  wishes  of  ^e  State  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  to  make  this  small  appro- 
priation of  f  10,000. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  complained  that  he  was 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  apj^ropria- 
tion.  He  did  not  understand  the  reason  for  many 
of  the  proposed  items  of  appropriation,  and  wished 
for  information  before  he  could  consent  to  vote 
away  the  pubHc  money. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  explained,  for  the  information 
of  the   gentleman   from  Georgia,    [Mr.   Meri- 

WBTHBR.] 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment; 
and,  as  16  only  rose  in  its  favor, 
Mr.  DEBERRY  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  appropriation,  and  insert  an  appropria- 
tion of  |25,000  for  the  completion  of  arsenals  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  He 
said  that  the  arsenals,  it  must  be  admitted,  were  in 
decent  and  reputable  condition,  especially  as 
|90,000  of  the  money  previously  appropriated 
for  their  repair  was  yet '  unexpended.  But,  be- 
yond  this,  it  was  stated  by  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
that  many  of  the  arsenals  were  unnecessary;  and, 
as  the  treasury  of  the  country  was,  and  was  likely 
to  continue,  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  he  ha*1 
proposed  to  ^strike  out  the  whole  appropriation, 
and  substitute  a  sum  which  would  be  sufficient  for 
i^o  arsenals,  at  points  Wher^  it  was  obvious  they 
were  reqtiisite. 

Mr.  GILMER  called  the  attention  of  his  coN 
league  to  the  detailed  estimates,  which  would  show 
hiin  that  (10.000  only  was  required  for  each  of  the 
arsenals  for  which  he  proposed  to  make  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr .  SMITH  acted  oa  the  suggestion,  and  sub- 
stituted 120,000  for  195,000. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  Irom  Virginia.  He 
said  an  appropriation  was  necessary  to  repair  the 
arsenals,  both  for  their  preservation  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  arms  which  they' contained;  and  fur- 
ther, he  deprecated  the  basing  of  legislation  on  UU'^ 
authorized  statements.  Instead  of  §90,000  unex- 
pended, as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
there  was  only  some  |70,000;  and  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  that  sum  was  appropriated  to  defray 
such  expenses  as  should  be  required  in  the  inter- 
val, up  to  the  Ist  of  Jnly,  and  it  was  for  the  period 
subsequent  to  that  day  (bat  the  appropriation  un- 
der consideration  was  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  was  no  proposition  more 
clear  than  that  the  buildings  were  in  good  condi- 
tioQ  and  repair;  and,  according  to  the  f:entleman^s 
own  admission,  there  was  some  §70,000  unexpend- 
ed, and  therefore  he  could  not  be  ju^stly  charged 
with  a  deMre  to  leave  the  public  property  to  go  to 
ruio.  He  then  Justined  his  motion  on  other  grounds. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Calhoun] 
had  shown  that  some  of  the  arsenals  were  unneces- 
sary, and  therefore  it  was  their  obvious  duty  to 
put  them  out  of  existence;  but,  in  jastification  of 
his  amendment,  especially  in  relation  to  the  arsen- 
al at  Little  Rock,  be  reminded  the  committee  of  the 
proximity  of  40,000  Indian  warriors  to  that  coun- 
try, who  could  sweep  its  occupants  from  that  por- 
tion of  this  Union. 

Mr.  CROSS  opposed  the  amendment  in  some 
remarks,  which  were  not  distinctly  heard. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  strike  out  |90,000  and 
insert  §50,000. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Several  items  were  then  read  and  passed  with- 
out amcndmenu 


When  the  Clerk  read  the  item  making  an  ap- 
ptoptiaiion  for  fdrther  military  surveys, 

Mr.  QILMBR  said  he  thought  that  was  a 
branch  of  the  public  service  which  could  \ie  sus- 
pended, and  he  moved  to  strike  out  that  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aifd  Means  how  that 
money  was  expended.  He  thought  there  Were 
men  amongst  the  officers  of  this  country  that 
were  competent  to  make  these  surveys. 

Mr.FILLMORE  understood  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable additional  expense  beyond  that  of  m4re 
officers,  8ucb  as  clerk-hire,  transportation,  dbc. 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  they  had  very  large 
annual  expenditures  for  transportation,  and  a  num- 
ber of  officers  of  high  pay.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  military  service  should  be  exclusively  eibployed 
in  these  surveys.  It  was  by  employing  other  per^ 
sotis  than  the  regular  officers 'of  the  Qovemment, 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
swelled  up  to  such  an  extent. 

Mr.  FILLMoRE  spoke  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  surveys,  and  said  that  they  were  made  so  as ' 
to  be  ready  whenever  it  might  be  necessary  to 
erect  fortifications.  \ 

Mr.  SMITH  ob^erved  that  there  were  two  or 
three  different  classes  of  fortifications,  covering 
the  whole  frontier;  and  he  could  not  imaginle  the 
necessity  for  an  appropriation  as  small  as  this.  He 
thought  tbat  these  surveys  were  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  good  jobs  to  the  officers  above  Ihelr 
regular  pay,  than  for  any  real  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try. Our  officers  were  so  well  paid,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  give  them'such  jobs  to  eke  out  their 
means  of  living. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Fillm oan^ 
motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  desired  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  what  was  meant  by  the  clause  **for 
expenses  for  preparing  drawings  for  artillery."  The 
reason  he  asked  was,  there  was  generally  a  proviso 
in  the  appropriation  bills,  tbat  there  should  be  no 
extra  compensation  paid  to  any  officers,  or  oihar 
persons  in  the  employment  of  the  department.  Yet, 
notwiihetandiag  this  proviso,  the  committee  of 
which  the  genUeman  irom  Virginia  [Mr.  Gilmui] 
was  at  the  head,  had  ferreted  out  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  ordnance  officers  received  an  extra 
compensation  of  $^  per  day,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  pay,  for  preparing  drawings  of  artillery. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him  .that  this  kind  of  work 
was  part  cf  the  regular  duty  of  these  officers^  for 
which  they  received  regular  pay. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  that  there  had  been 
a  board  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  every  part  of  the  artillery  uniform,  and  that 
a  draughtsman  was  employed  to  assist  them.  The 
committee,  considering  the  extra  pay  of  this  board 
an  abuse,  struck  it  out  of  the  appropriation  of  last 
year,  and  this  year  there  was  no  estimate  for  it. 
The  pay  of  the  draughtsman,  however, was  estimated 
for;  and  this,  with  the  incidental  expenses  of  sta- 
tionery, dkc,  made  up  this  item. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  as  there  had  been  a 
provision  inserted  in  the  former  appropriation  blll^, 
it  at  no  person  in  regular  pay  should  receive  any 
extra  compensation,  the  Uw  had  been  trampled  on 
by  the  department  in  making  such  allowances;  and 
he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Arnold,]  to  call  up  bis  bill  as  soon  as  posvi- 
ble,  to  correct  this  and  all  similar  abuser. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  if  this  |1,300 
was  for  the  purchase  of  paper  alone. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  answered,  for  drawing  paper, 
ink,  Sec. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  observed,  that  this  <'and  so 
forth"  might  include  everything. 

Mr.  GILMER  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact,  that  in  ihU  bill  there  were 
$65,000  appropriated,  by  three  clauies  in  juxtapo- 
sition, and  all  for  the  same  general  and  specific 
purposes.  First,  there  was  a  clause  appropriating 
$15,000  for  the  surveys  for  the  military  defences  of 
the  country,  inland  and  Atlantic;  secondly,  for  mili- 
tary and  geographical  burveys  west  of  the  Missis- 
»ippi,$l5,000  for  the  halfcalendar  year, and  1 15,000 
for  the  fiscal  year— making  $20,000;  end,  thirdly, 
I-  for  the  continuation  of  the  surveys  on  tfie  Northern 
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lakes,  #30,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  stop  all  those 
wuvtys,  hot  it  seemtd  to  him  that  the  two  fini 
were  for  the  tame  ebjects.  It  seemtd  to  him  that 
there  was  a  looseness,  not  00)7  aboat  the  mode  of 
appropriatiog  the  public  mooey,  bnt  aboot  its  ex- 
penditare;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the  gentle* 
mtn  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Calbooii]  to  eo 
operate  with  him  in  checkmg  such  a  coarse  of 
things. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  moTed  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of  the  snr- 
▼ejrs  of  the  North  and  Northwestern  lakes;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  held  by  many  gentlemen 
thercy  they  eoald  not  be  carried  on  correctly 
without  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hassler. 
We  have  (said  Mr.  B.)  immediately  following 
this  appropriation,  very  Jarge  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Academy,  where  for  years  they  had 
been  educating  younp  men  for  the  scientific  pur- 
poses of  the  Qovernmeau  They  had  an  engineer 
corps,  also,  whose  officers  received  very  high  sala- 
ries; and  everybody  must  be  satisfied  thai  there 
were  enough  of  them  to  make  all  the  surveys,  both 
inland  and  Atlantic,  and  carry  on  all  the  scientific 
worJis  of  the  Qovemment,  without  employing 
other  persons.  He  was  for  employing  these  offi- 
cers in  these  works;  and  if  they  were  not  compe- 
tent, to  get  others  in  their  places.  These  surveys 
cost  somewhere  about  half  a  million  yearly,  and 
nobody  knew  where  they  were  going  on.  It  was 
time  that  this  business  was  systematized,  so  that 
they  might  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  how 
much  they  were  expending  on  it 

Mr.  FiLLnORB  spoke  bf  the  importance  of 
these  surveys,  and  explained  the  difference  between 
them.  The  object  was  to  make  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  points  at  which  fortifiea- 
tions  would  be  necessary  on  the  GuH,  on  the  lakes, 
and  on  the  Atlantic  frontier.  Mr.  F.  handed  up  to 
the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  War  Department, 
showing  the  importance  and  utility  of  these  sur- 
reys; which  was  read. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  wished  to  know  if  these  sur- 
veys were  mnda  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  by  other  persons.  He  did  not  wish  to 
stop  these  surveys,  and  was  willing  to  incur  all  the 
incidental  expenses  connected  with  them;  bnt  he 
objected  to  the  expense  of  employing  other  persons, 
when  the  Government  had  officers  enough  under 
regular  pay. 

Mr.  FIULMORE  believed  that  the  work  was 
carried  on  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
meant  that  these  surveys  were  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  points  for  fortifications,  he  looked 
upon  them  as  a  useless  expense;  for,  considering  the 
chaages  taking  place  in  the  sy&tem  of  fortifications, 
together  with  the  increase  in  the  4>opulation  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  surveyed,  it  would  be 
impossible  now  to  say  where  it  would  be  best  to 
have  fortifications,  or  of  what  description  they  should 
be,  some  years  hence.  He  thought  the  ofi^rshad 
better  be  employed  in  walking  about  the  streets, 
than  making  surveys  with  such  objects  in  view. 

Mr.  MEIRIWBTHER  moved  to  strike  out 
130,000,  and  insert  |20,000  for  the  surveys  of  the 
North  and  Northwestern  lakes.  He  said  that 
|30,000  was  sufficient,  inasmuch  as  the  department 
bad  only  estimated  for  that  sum,  though  the  commit- 
tee had  given  (30,000. 

Mr.  M.  read  a  letter  from  Captain  Williams,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
an  appropriation  of  $30,000  would  be  amply  euffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  argued  that  the  increased  ap- 
propriation proposed  would  be  greatly  beneficial, 
in  completing  the  survey  at  an  earlier  day  than  it 
could  be  done  under  present  arrangements. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  c»niended  that  the 
present  was  not  the  time  to  increase  such  appropri- 
ations— a  time  when  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasu- 
ry told  us  the  tariff  would  have  to  be  aiierr d  so  as 
to  add  13,000,000  to  the  revenue  of  the  Gh)vern- 
isent.  He  hoped  that  the  sum  of  |30,000,  asked 
for  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,  who  was 
on  the  spot  and  knew  everything  about  it,  would 
be  granted,  instead  of  |30,000  as  asked  for  by 
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Col.  Abert,  who  lived  in  Washington,  and  never 
saw  the  work  in  question. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON  and  FILLMORE  as  to 
whether  this  item  was  not  proposed  and  rejected 
last  session;  the  result  of  which  was>  that  such  was 
not  the  fact, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that,  if  he  under- 
stood the  question  rightly,  the  amendment  involved 
the  question  whether  there  should  be  an  iaerease  of 
the  present  annual  appropriation,  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  survey  at  an  earlier  day  than  was 
now  contemplated.  He  argued  that,  in  our  pres- 
ent condition,  it  was  belter  to  leave  expenditures  as 
they  were,  than  to  incur  any  increase. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  then  rose,  and  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  after  the  193d  line, 
an  item  providing  for  an  appropriation  of  |30,000 
for  a  military  survey  from  Council  Blufifs,  on  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  month  of  the  Columbia  river, 
in  Oregon  Territory.  He  stated  that  be  desired  to 
have  this  item  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  item  of 
120,000  "for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  Chair,  however,  informed  him  that  it  would 
not  be  order  to  move  to  amend  that  item,  as  it  had 
been  passed  upon  by  the  committee;  and  it  was 
for  (his  reascn  that  he  offered  the  amendment  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section.  He  then  ad- 
drf  ssed  the  House  in  a  strain  of  forcible  reasoning 
in  favor  of  his  amendment.  It  was  not,  as  gentle- 
men might  think,  an  extraordiViary  proposition.  It 
was  important  as  bearing  upon  the  proposed  settle- 
ment of  Oregon  Territory*,  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen would  not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  refuse 
to  allow  our  citizens  to  take  possession  of  that 
territory,  merely  because  England  pretended  to 
have  a  right  to  it.  If  England  had  any  claim 
whatever  to  the  soil  of  Oregon,  it  was* confined  to 
that  portion  above,  the  mynth  of  the  Columbia, 
where  (he  survey  he  proposed  would  not  touch. 
He  expressed  an  anxious  desire  that  the  attention 
of  members  should  be  called  to  this  subject,  in 
order  that  they  might  consider  the  propriety  of 
hereafter  constructing  a  military  road  in  Oregon. 
For  the  purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  to  gen- 
tlemen to  weigh  the  matterfwell  in  thfeirown  minds, 
he  would  move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  then 
let  the  question  be  taken  on  his  proposition  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment* 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  consented  to  do  so. 

Mr  FILLMORE  entered  into  an  explanation  of 
the  subject,  and  urged  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  specific  appropriation  wished  by  the  gen- 
tleman Irom  Illinois,  [Mr.  Reynolds]  The 
amount  appropriated  in  this  bill  for  surveys,  ex- 
ceeded that  appropriated  for  s«me  years  past.  The 
item,  too,  for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
(120,000,)  might,  under  the  direction  of  the  de- 
partment, be  applied  towards  the  very  object  de- 
sired by  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  RxriroLDS  ]  The 
Hotise,  be  thought,  should  not  decide  upon  the 
manrfer  in  which  this  appropriation  should  be  ex- 
pended, but  should  leave  it  to  the  department.  He 
also  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
there  was  already  a  survey  or  map  in  existenee, 
which  had  been  prepared  by  Captain  Wilkes  when 
on  the  explorinf  expedition. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  replied  generally  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Fillmore.]  He  contended  that  Congress — elected 
for  two  years,  and  more  responsible  to  the  people 
than  any  public  officer— was  better  qualified  to  de- 
cide what  surveys  were  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
Govemmeni,  than  either  the  Secretary  of  War  or 
the  President.  If  he  were  anxious  to  know  as  to 
surveys  about  Buffalo  or  the  surrounding  country, he 
would  sooner  take  the  statements  of  the  gentleman, 
(its  Representative,)  than  all  the  secretaries  in  the 
country.  80,  too,  he  would  rather  have  the  opinions 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  comii  g  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  in  relation  to  these  local 
surveys,  than  those  of  public  officers  in  Washing- 
ton city.  As  to  the  map  of  Capuin  WilkeS,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman,  that  might  be  very 
good  in  its  way,  and  vesy  accunoe  and  veqr 


pretty;  but  he  did  not  want  a  survey  or  map  of 
Columbia  river  only.  That  might  be  well  enou^ 
for  navigation;  bnt  it  would  not  answer  the  par- 
poses  of  the  people,  who  wished  a  military  roite 
to  Oregon,  in  order  that  they  might  go  thore  with 
their  families  and  settle. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  eommiltM 
now  rise:  previous  to  putting  which  mdtioD,  some 
conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  CAYS 
JOHNSON,  FILLMORE,  and  CALHOUN,  m 
relation  to  a  bill  to  prohibit  extra  allowances  to 
public  officers;  the  result  of  which  oonversatiott 
was  an  agreement  to  have  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  discharged  from  the  further  eonslderatkm 
of  said  bill,  instead  of  reporting  it  to  the  House. 

The  motion  that  the  committee  rise  was  then  pot, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  profaibitiBg  extra 
allowances  to  officers  of  the  Government 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  if  ifhad  been  befm  a 
committee. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  it  had  not 

Mr.  FILLMORE  had  no  doubt  it  was  a  very 
proper  bill. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.BLACK,  from  the  Committee  on  0ie  Terrilo- 
ries,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  orgaa* 
izing  the  (Governments  of  the  several  Tenitorieiof 
the  United  States;  and  it  was  read  twice  and  cooi- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  a  resolaCiou  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  this  Houses 
practicable  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  expeadi- 
ture  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and 
to  limit  the  number  of  cadets,  so  as  to  correspond 
with  the  wants  of  the  country  and  the  strength  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected,  and  the  resolutioii  was 
not  considered. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  joint  resolatioB 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  iu  relation  to  ths 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  of  the  Qovemment  for  the  Itst  quarter; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  ^ 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE.     . 

TuuasDAT/  January  19, 1843. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  joUit  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indians,  on 
the  subject  of  the  rigid  construction  given  by  the 
Postmaster  Gkneral  to  the  post  office  laws.  Mr.  S. 
remarked  that  there  was  much  feeling  in  the  whole 
Western  country  concerning  a  regulation  of  that 
department,  making  pamphlets  and  newspepen 
(which  may  happen  to  have  the  naaae  of  the  per> 
son  sending  such  matters  through  the  mail)  chaifB* 
a  ble  with  letter  postage.  Great  difficulty  and  mseh 
feeling  are  the  consequence  of  such  constractioa 
of  the  post  office  law.«,  especially  hi  the  State  of 
Indiana;  so  much  so,  that  the  attention  of  the  Ls- 
Kislature  had  been  called  to  the  subject,  aid  that 
body  have  passed  the  resolutions  he  then  premtad, 
urging  a  repeal  or  modification  of  that  portioii  of 
the  laws  or  the  department  which  justified  soeh  a 
regulation.  He  hoped  the  Committee  on  the  Poit 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  he  proposed  to  re- 
fer the  resolutions,  would  give  the  subject  their  aK 
tention.  The  resolutions  were  then  referred,  aid 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pabtts 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  House  hill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  beiis  or  tbs 
assignees  of  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  Jaaei 
McGill,'*  reported  the  same  back  with  an  amend- 
ment, being  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  ou  Caaioii 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment.  House  bill 
619,  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee, 
and  Lemuel  Lee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  onClaiais, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L-OHiok; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  teooad  reading. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  badr,  from  the  same  eom« 
mittee,  without  amendment  and  with  a  reoomaead* 
ation  that  they  do  pass,  Houm  bills  for  the  nM 
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of  Johfttkrysdale,  and  for  the  relief  of  Johoson 

1^  MSRRICS  presented  a  conMnuDicallon 
frott  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  enclosing  reeo- 
IntioBg  adopted  by  the  Legiei&mre  of  that  Staie^ 
relative  to  a  proposed  transfer  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
emit  ^  ^  State  of  Maryland,  on  the  condition 
that  that  State  will  complete  ihe  canal  to  Cumber^ 
land  before  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  tbe 
time  of  transfer:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  pnnted. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  142 
ddzens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  remonstraiing 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  wIls 
reftned  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHBR,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  tbe  memorial  and  doc- 
asents  of  John  Goode. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  for  ihe  purpose  of  ta- 
king np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for 
tbe  benefit  of  the  Petersbnrg  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  E.  explained,  that  there  were  several  cases 
before  the  Finance  Committee  in  respect  to  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  dnring  which  raUroad  iron,  to 
be  actoally  laid  down,  might  be  imported  free  of 
dity.  Tbis  was  not  one  of  those  eases.  All  those 
cases  BOW  before  the  committee,  f^ere  where  rail- 
roads were  in  progress  of  oonstrnction,  and  where 
it  woold  take  some  years  for  their  completion;  but 
tbe  case  now  before  the  Senate  differed  in  that  re- 
specu  Ihe  railroad  was  completed,  atfd  the  com- 
pany were  relaying  a  portion  or  all  of  it  with  new 
and  better  iron,  in  consequence  of  a  portion  of  it 
being  worn  out.  The  iron  was  imported,  and  in 
tbe  country.  The  company  have  it  in  their  power 
to  lay  it  all  down  before  the  3d  of  March  next, 
and  entitle  themselves  to  the  benefits  of  tbe  provision 
in  tbe  tariff  bill  allowing  iron  laid  down  before  that 
time  10  be  free  of  duty.  They  will  lay  it  down  by 
that  time,  unl^  Congress  think  fit  to  prolong  the 
time  for  doing  so.  But,  in  order  to  have  it  done 
before  tbe  3d  of  March,  tEe  company  will  have  to 
employ  a  considerable  number  of  persons  more 
than  they  now  have,  and  may  probably  have  to 
saspend  transportation  and  travel  on  tbe  road  until 
if  is  done.  This,  too,  is  the  line  on  which  tbe  mail 
it  conveyed.  If  yon  force  the  company  to  this,  it  will 
litenrapit  very  much  tbe  Sonthern  travelling;  and  the 
work  would  have  to  be  done  in  a  hurried  manner, 
and  might  be  consequently  improperly  done,  and 
be  the  qtuae  of  aceidenf  hereafter.  This  bill  in- 
folved  none  of  the  principle  contained  in  the  other 
cases  before  tbe  committee,  for  the  general  admis- 
8ion  of  railroad  iron  free  of  duty  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  tbe  tariff  of  last  session  justified.  The 
bill  proposed  to  give  this  company  till  tbe  Ist  day 
uf  Deceimber  next  to  lay  down  the  rails,  so  that  the 
work  might  go  on  gradually,  and  be  well  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inqubred  what  was  the 
qoantity  of  iron  involved  in  the  bill) 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  about  2,000  tons. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  adred  whether  the  tariff  law 
was  to  be  repealed,  because  it  did  not  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  company  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
visionifl  This  bill  came  up  suddenly  this  morning, 
aad  he  had  not  time  to  examine  it.  He  had  no 
objection  ta  let  it  pass  this  stage;  but,  unless  his 
present  impressions  were  removed,  it  should  not 
pasaasjr  other  stage  by  his  vote. 

There  being  ni>  proposition  to  amend  tbe  bill,  it 
was  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  submitted  thefollowiog  reso- 
Itiion: 

-  EftglMd,  Thai  iba  Preaident  of  tbe  United  Btatea lie  request' 
•d  locoQunuoicaie  to  the  Senate  any  letters  or  cominunicaitons 
onile  in  fbe  War  Depwtment  relative  to  the  granting  hj  the 
BrttMi  OoTemineni  (o  itw  Hudsoa  BaT  Company,  anaby  that 
eaoapany  to  indiTiduaia,  of  any  portion  of  the  Tenitory  of 
Qraaon.  ^  % 

Idr.  IIOREHEAD  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  t^e  resolutions,  after  the  remarks  of 
tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts  "[Mr.  Choatb]  on 

Jeatcrday,  on  -a  portion  of  a  report  made  out  by 
fr.  Qreoihow,  concerning  the  cessions  by  Qreat 
Britain  to  the  Hadson  Bay  Company,  of  land  in 
ibe.Oregon  Territory;  after  which,  the  reaolation 
was  adopted. 


The  fullowiog  bills  were  then  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  tbe  whole,  considered,  repori^ed  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  viz: 

House  bill  (319)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Hambletoo. 

House  bill  (437)  for  the  relief  of  the  administra- 
tor of  John  Jackson. 

.  House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  payment  of 
seven  companies  of  Georgia  militia,  for  services 
rendered  in  the  years  1840  and  1841,  "was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Messrs.  KING  and  CALHOUN  did  not  see  the  . 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  act,  inasmuch  as 
they  did  not  know  tbe  reason  why  these  militia 
could  not  be  paid  under  the  existiog  general  law, 
which  provided  that  all  miliiia  called  out  by  the 
Governors,  and  musiered  into  the  service  of  ibe 
United  States,  should  be  paid,  upon  the  muster-rolls 
showing  the  service,  being  duly  authenticated  and 
presented  at  the  War  Department.  If  the  service 
was  actually  performed,  and  tbe  militia  enti- 
tled to  pay  under  the  provisions  of  tbe  existing  law, 
but,  owing  to  some  informality  could  not  receive 
it,  they  were  williog  to  vote  for  a  bill  to  authorize 
payment,  notwithstanding  such  informality. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  satisfied  that  these 
militia  were  entitled  to  pay;  aod  reported  back  tbe 
bill  for  that  purpose*  They  did  not,  however,  in- 
quire into  the  reason  why  the  War  Department 
had  not  allowed  the. pay.  under  the  existing  law. 
He  had  no  objections  to  let  tbe  bill  be  postponed 
until  the  exceptions  taken  by  the  War  Department 
could  be  inquired  into. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING, 
laid  on  tbe  table  until  tbe  inquiry  coold  be,  made, 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  ttie  credentials  of 
John  J.  Crittendsn,  esq.,  who  was  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  lo  be  a  Senator  from  that 
State  in  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  six 
years  from  and  after  the  4ih  day  of  March  next. 
THE  EXCHEaUER  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  bill 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  of  tbe  United  States  was 
taken  up,  aod  postponed  till  Wednesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day;  and  Mr.  T.  ex- 
pressed a  hope  ihRt  they  would  be  able  to  give  it 
consideration  at  that  time. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  Golden,  of  the  city  of  New  York — who  rep- 
resents that.  In  1835,  he  received  a  patent,  under 
the  United  States  patent  Iain's,  for  an  invonlion  of 
his  to  issue  credit  paper;  and  that  be  has  tbe  exclu- 
sive right  to  that  kind  of  issue;  and  prays  that  au- 
thority be  given  him  by  Congress  to  issue  an  amount 
of  credit  checks,  not  exceeding  |I00,000,  Under  the 
exchequer  board,  on  his  own  name,  in  considera- 
tion of  bis  yielding  up  lo  Congress  his  rights  under 
bis  patented  invention.  Tbis,  beiog  a  subject  of 
finaoot,  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Thomas  Copeland,''  was  taken  up,  as  in  conunit- 
lee  of  the  whole.  / 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks  ex- 
planatory of  its  provisions,  and  said  that  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  should 
not  pass.  He  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  STURGEON  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  tbe  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  qnestion  was  thai  put  on  the  moiion  for  in- 
definite postponement,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to  Massacba- 
setta  for  disbursements  dnring  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  came  up  in  order,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Commit- 
tf  e  on  Military  Affairs;  but  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BATES,  postponed  till  Tuesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Peyster 
and  Henry  N.  Cruger  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  explanatory  of  its  provisionn, 
and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 
I     Mr.  SEVIER  pretended  a  memorial  from  the 


delegation  in  tbe  House  of  Representatives  from 
tbe  Territories,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  by  the  Senate,  to  l>e  called  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  to  take  charge  of  Tern* 
torial  business;  which  being  read,  Mr.  S.  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  on  to-morrow  morning  intro- 
duce a  resolution  so  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Sea- 
ate  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  of  five,  to  take  charge  of  Territorial  bu- 
siness. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  letn.  presented  to  tbe  Sen- 
ate tbe  credentials  of  Gbobob  McDufpib,  E'q.,  who 
was  elected  by  tbe  Legislature  of  South  Carolina 
a  Senator  from  that  State,  in  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th 
of  March  next;  which  were  read. 

Senate  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  enlist- 
ments in  the  army,  and  navy,  and  marine  corps,^' 
came  up  in  order  as  in  coramiMee  of  the^wboie. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  there  was  a  pro- 
viso in  the  bill  which  provided  that  no  negro  or 
mulatto  should  be  enlisted  in  tbe  service  of 
the  United  States,  except  in  the  capacity  of 
musician?,  cooks,  or  stewards.  This  provision 
(he  saicf)  was  introduced  into  the  bill  at  tbe  last 
session,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calrodm]  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion. Tbe  committee  thought  it  better,  there- 
fore, to  let  it  remain.  It  was  his  wish,  howevert 
that  tbis  proviso  should  be  so  modified,  that,  for 
temporary  service  in  unhealthy  climates,  negroes 
or  mulattoes  may  be  treated  as  a  part  of  tbe  crew 
on  board  of  those  vessels  in  which  they  may  be 
employed.  On  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  Chinese 
Sea,  it  was  extremely  unbeahby;  inconsequence, 
they  were  compelled  to  employ  natives  of  the  coun- 
try temporarily  to  do  such  duties  as  were  required 
to  be  dene  on  shore.  It  was  not  proposed  to  em- 
ploy negroes  in  the  service,  in  our  own  country— 
snch  was  nofr  the  object  of  (be  amendment;  but,  as 
be  said,  its  object  was  to  authorize  the  temporary 
enlistment  on  foreign  stations,  and  in  unhealthy  cli- 
mates. If  they  were  employed  at  all,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  enlisted,  that  they  might  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  en- 
titled to  receive  their  pay. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
tbis  was  the  way  tbe  thing  spreads.  One  of  the 
requirements  of  the  new  British  treaty  was,  that 
80  guns  should  be  kept  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa* 
So,  in  order  to  carry  out  that  treaty,  it  now  be- 
comes necessary  to  permit  negroes  and  ^ulattoes 
to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  against  it  altogether.  He  was  opposed  to 
tbe  repeal  of  existing  laws  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mi*.  BAYARD  thought  the  Senator  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  there  was  any  exising  law 
wbii^h  precluded  negroes  or  mulattoes  from  b^qg 
enlisted  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
superior  courts  had,  indeed,  decided  that  foreigners 
could  not  be  enlisted;  but  there  was  not  one  word 
against  negroes  or  mulattoes,  until  this  identical  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  last  session,  with  the  pnK* 
viso  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
[llr.CALHooN,]  which  limited  the  purposes  for  which 
they  might  be  enlisted.  Although  tbis  bill  had 
passed  the  Senate,  it  was  too  late  to  meet  the  action  - 
of  the  other  House,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  On 
bringing  it  forward  again,  he  bad  learned  that  tbe 
few  ameiidments  now  offered  would  be  neces* 
sary.  It  was  the  opinion  of  an  experienced  officer 
servitig  on  a  foreign  station,  that  this  amend- 
ment wcnld  place  it  in  the  power  of  the 
service  to  spare  tbe  lives  of  Americans,  who  could 
not  stand  the  climate  on  land,  at  night,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Chinese  seas  and  other  stations.  At 
Ceylon,  he  was  informed,  a  whole  boat^  crew 
might  perish  by  beiog  obliged  to  lie  on  shore  one 
night;  for  such  things  bad  happened  where  boats 
were  sent  for  water,  and  bad  to  stay  on  shore  for 
the  night.  Now  this  bill  would  enable  our  officers 
on  such  stations  to  employ,  for  temporary  purposes, 
and  for  a  limited  time,  the  natives,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  the  climate,  and  can  stand  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  disagreed  to — ayes  14,  noes  17. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made,  and  the 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  order  of  the  day  broogbt  up,  as  the  uDfin- 
isbed  basiness,  the  bill  for  ibe  occapation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Territory  df  Oregon,  on  which  the 
pending  qoestioD  was  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  that,  for  reasons  which  be  liad  stated  this 
morning,  #hen  offering  the  resolution  calling 
for  information  from  tbe  executive  department  as 
to  tbe  allegation  that  the  British  Goyemment  had 
made  grants  in  the  territory,  and  whiph  information 
he  expected  would  be  laid  before  the  Senate  to- 
morrowr  morning,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be 
passed  over  inlormally;  as  it  would  be  extremely 
desirable,  in  tbe  further  discussion  of  the  subject, 
thUt  there  should  be  some  knowledge  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  allegation,  so  often  alluded  to,  had  to 
rest. 

»  Mr.  BENTON  said^tbat,  before  the  question  was 
put  on  the  postponenfent,  he  would  ask  the  in- 
dylgeoce  of  the  Senator  for  a  few  remarks  which 
he  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  in  answer  to  the 
Sena'or  frooi  Massashusats  [Mr.  Choatb]  who 
spoke  jesterday.  It  was  chiefly  in  reference  lo  the 
Northwestern  boundary  line  agreed  upon  in  the  late 
treaty.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  tbe 
Northeastern  boundary  line,  without  the  subject, 
being  at  all  exhausted;  and  it  was  now  time  to  say 
something  about  the  Northwestern  boundary  line 
of  that  treaty. 

Mr.  B.  then  produced  a  large  map  of  the  terri- 
tory though  wtiTch  the  Northwest  boundary  line 
passes,  and  pointed  out  the  trading  route,  called 
the  portage  route,  from  the  Pigeon  river  to  lEe 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  route  called  tbe  water 
communication,  lying  considerably  to  the  north 
of  the  portage  route.  What  he  contended  was, 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  designated  the  water  com- 
munication as  that  intended  for  the  boundary 
line,  and  that  it  was  the  true  boundary  line  of  the 
United  States.  He  further  contended,  that  so  con- 
vinced were  the  British  themselves  of  this  fact, 
thai,  in  1802,  they  broke  up  the  depot  of  their 
Northwest  Fur  Company  at  Grand  Portage,  and 
removed  it  fifty  miles  north,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting ofi"  the  territory  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
evading  the  duty  to  which  iheir  goods  w«re  liable 
10  the  United  States.  The  portage  route  was  then 
exclusively  our&:  and  we  bad,  by  the  treaty 
of  1783,  a  joint  right  to  the  use  of  the  northern 
watercourse  forming  the  intended  boundary  line. 
By  the  treaty  of  1843,  our  American  negotiator 
had  surrendered  up  what  was  admitted  by  the 
British  to  be  ours  in  184%  had  given  them  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  northern  water  communica- 
tion; and  had  brought  them  back  to  the  joint  oc- 
cupancy of  the  portage  route;  from  which,  like  tbe 
Jew?,  ihey  were  forty  years  wandering  in  the  wil- 
derness. Their  hearts  yearned  after  the  flesh  pots 
of  Egypt,  and  this  modern  Joshua  had  led  them 
through  the  wilderness  to  their  land  of  promise. 
And  not  content  with  giving  them  everything  they 
craved,  he  made  the  President  say,'  in  his  message, 
things  calculated  to  make  the  American  people 
believe  that  everything  of  theirs  which  he  bad 
given  away,  instead  of  proving  a  loss,  proved  an 
acquisition  of  four  millions  of  acres  of  valuable 
mineral  lands. 

Mr.  CHOATE  replied,  and  entered  upon  proof, 
from  what  he  considered  concurrent  testimony,  that 
the  W4ier  communication  meaat  by  the  treaty  of 
1783  was  the  portage  route— partly  water  and 
partly  portage;  because,  from  tbe  beginning  of  the 
world  to  that  day,  no  other  route  or  c<»mmunica- 
tion  was  ever  known  from  the  Pigeon  river  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  What  he  contended  for  was, 
that,  as  the  words  of  the  treaty  of  1783  could  not 
literally  be  applied  to  any  one  line  of  communica- 
tion— no  watercourse  from  the  river  to  the  lake 
being  continuous — they  .must  be  taken  in  the  geo- 
graphical senve,  and  "could  apply  to  nothing  else 
but  the  known  and  established  route  travelled  by 
the  French,  when  they  owned  Canada,  before  1760, 
and  by  the  English,  who  succeeded  them,  down  to 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

[This  explains  the  point  of  controversy  between 
the  two  Senators,  so  far  as  it  can  be  rendered  in- 
telligible without  the  aid  of  maps.  They  alternate- 
ly addressed  the  Senate  several  times— referring  to 
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documents,  mapa,  treaties,  and  evidence  derived 
from  statements  made  by  both  BngHshmen  and 
Americans  ] 

The  qBCstioa  was  then  pat  on  passing  over  the 
bill  informally,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

Tbe  SbBftie  adjoomei. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tbursdat,  January  19, 1843. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  presented  (under  the  rule 
of  the  House  heretofore  established)  tbe  petitfon  of 
Lewis  GK>rdon,  a  disabled  aeaman,  praying  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions. 

Mr.  REDING  presented  the  petition  of  Theodore 
Gould,  of  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for 
a  pension;  which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  three  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  laid  on  the  table.     . 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial,  {^igned 
by  48  merchants  and  others,  of  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin,'Ohio,  prayin<f  Congress  to  restore  the  summer 
term  of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  Ohio,  to  Columbus,  the  seat  of  Government  of 
that  State.  Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  11  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Dela- 
ware, Delaware  county,  Ohio,  of  the  same  charac* 
ter;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  called  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  joint  resolution  to  establish  agencies 
for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
any  business  out  of  its  regular  order. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  tbe  gentleman  from 

Vermont,  that  the  resolution  came  up  upon  its 

second  reading  under  the  rules.    It  was  then  read 

the  second  time,  as  follows: 

Rewlved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreetntaiivea  of 
Ike  United  Slatee  of  America  in  Oongreea  aaaembled^Thnx. 
ttie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  l>e,  and  tie  is  hereby,  antheriaed 
to  eetabliflh  an  anney  in  the  State  of  Kenttbclcy,  and  an  agency 
in  the  State  of  HiflBouri,  for  tbe  inspection,  teat,  and  purchase 
of  water- rotted  hemp  for  ttM  use  of  the  American  navy. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  then,  by  general  consent, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  asked  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for 
inforoMttion: 

Reeolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  l>e  requested 
to  report  to  this  House  eopies  of  the  returns  made  to  htm  by 
the  several  district  attorneys,  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts,  and  marstialsof  tbe  United  States,  of  the  fees  and  emelu' 
ments  received'by  them,  respectively,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  mailing  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  tbe  Govenunent  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fony*two." 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  tbe  resolution,  un- 
der the  apprehenston  that  it  would  give  rise  to  de- 
bate. • 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
'rules;  which  being  carriedv  the  resolution  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

SOLDIERS  OP  OLD  INDIAN  WARS. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  presented  a  memorial 
and  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  7, 1832,  to  the  vol- 
unteers and  militia  who  were  in  service  against  tbe 
Western  Indians,  from  the  nominal  close  of  our 
revolutionary  war  by  the  treaty  with  England  in 
1783,  to  tbe  dnal  close  thereof,  by  treaty  with  the 
Indians  at  Greenville,  in  1795. 

Also,  a  memorial  and  joint  resolntion  of  the 
same  body,  on  the  subject  of  the  Post  Office 
laws. 

ARMBD  OCCUPATION  OP  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  enti- 
tled '*An  act  providing  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida." 

Objections  b^iog  made  by  several, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  but  the  motion  was  rejected  without  a  di-    1 
vision. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKBIIPT  ACT 

The  SPEAKER  announced  Chat  the  next  btti- 
ness  in  order  was  the  bill  reported  by  the  CoiM&it- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  repealing  the  bankrupt  act 

Mr.  CUSHING,  in  rep5^  to  qaeatioiia  6oai 
several  members,  asking  which  bill  it  was,ezpUuih 
ed  that  it  was  not  the  one  that  was  passed,  and  ttp» 
on  which  a  motion  for  reconsideration  was  pead* 
ing;  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  tbe  table,  whkh  im» 
tion  was  carried. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  chief  clerk  in  the  De- 
pvtinent  of  State  to  frank  public  and  official  doe- 
umenta  sent  from  that  office,  was  xead  the  SMoad 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  for  a  third  xm4- 
ing. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  observed  that  it  was  only  anthoriaag  the 
chief  clerk  in  tbe  Department  of  Stitkf  to  do  whall 
the  Secretary  has  the  right  to  do. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  third  reading  to- 
day, and  the  bill  was  therefore  passed  over. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  the  ^use  to 
take  up  the  bill  introduced  by  him,  prohibiting  ex- 
tra allowances  to  officers  of  the  GK>vemment 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected,  and  the  motion  was 
not,  therefore,  put  to  the  HOuse; 

Reports  of  committees,  being  the  next  basiness 
in  order,  were  Q^Ued  for  by  the  Chair,  and  the 
following  were  madei 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  tbe  act  en* 
tilled  '*  An  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  withia 
tt»e  limits  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  Qf  Aikao* 
sas  to  institute  suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,*'  approved  May  S6  h,  li34;  and  extending 
the  same  to  claimants  to  landis  within  the  limits  of 
the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  for 
other  purposesi  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  XTnioa. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philander  Smith 
and  James  Young;  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  on  leave,  presented  thejoiU 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Garoliaa 
on  the  subject  of  the  United  States  arseaal  in  that 
fitate:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Militaiy 
Affairs,  moved  that  said  committee  be  disehaiged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitioa  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the 
soperintendency  of  thenrfUonal  armoiieB;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  tbe  same  commitlee,  r- 
ported  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  aet  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Florida  militia,  who  were  criled  into 
service  during  tbe  years  1839  and  1840:  readtwiee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  tbe 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER,  ttom  the  same  eomaittee, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  tbe  act  entitled  *<Anaetr»- 
specting  the  organization  of  the  army  and  for  oAer 
purposes,'*  approved  93d  August,  1849:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GK>GGlN,from  the  same  committee, moved 
that  it  be  discharged  from  the  further  eoa^toa^ 
tion  of  the  memorial  of  Uriah  Brown;  wfaidh  iw 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Ntval 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  joint  resdatas; 
whidi  were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred; 

A  jeiut  resolution  in  favor  of  Frances  M.l>wh; 
and 

A  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  Mary  Neale. 

Mr.  P.  WOOD,  from  the  same  oonuiMites,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  an  appropriation  fox  the  e(»- 
struction  of  a  floating  dry-dock  at  Pauaoola; 
which  was  twice  read,  aad  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  so  orach  of  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  iS 
communicated  the  late  treaty  with  Bnghmd,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  carrying  said  treaty  iato  eM; 
which  being  read, 

Mir.  CUSHING  observed,  that  the  Hoaw  vraU 
perceire  tbtt  tbebUl  just  reported  waste ssioK: 


COJV€}RlS9SI«9Al.  Ci^LOBE. 
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iBf  mkBH  was  eiOled  Uw  Ashbarton  treaty.  The 
Gomaillee  oa  Foreiga  Afiairs  had  charge  of  the 
feoeml  ra^ae*,  hjr  the  xe^renoe  to  ihem  of  a  por^ 
lioa  of  the  Presideni^  message  at  the  eommeaea' 
neat  of  the  aeasion,  and  panicolariy  by  the  refers 
eaee  of  the  tneesage  commanicating  the  treaty. 
The  eommittee  had,  therefore,  reported  this  bill  for 
the  pai^ose  of  oarrying  Into  effect  those  pro7ifiioas 
of  the  treaty  which  required  the  legislation  of  Con* 
gr«S8.    Th0  aixih  article  was  as  follows: 

*%  it  fmrUwroiore  nndentootlpnd  agreed,  that  for  the  par- 
pote  of  numing  and  tradog  thoal  parts  of  the  JiDo  between  the 
•oaice  of  the  St.Croix  and  the  St  Lawrence  rivers,  which  wUl 
tcqtfreto  be  run  and  ascertained,  and  for  marking  the  lesidue 
^fteJdline  by  proper  monaments  on  the  land,  two  commission- 
mtbaUha  appoioted— one  bjr  the  Pcesndeat  of  the  Unitsd  Suitas, 
byaooJinhthe  advice  and  consent  of  ibefieaaie  thereof,  ana 
ens  bybsT  Britannic  Majesty;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall 
msetal  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  liaine,  on  the  1st  day  of  May 
a«st.drai  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  andshallprocesd  to  muK 
jbe  line  above  described  from  the  source  of  tbe  St.  Croix  (o  the 
ffvw  Bu  John;  and  shall  trace  on  proper  maps  the  dividing  line 
sloiig  said  fiyer,  and  along  the  river  St.  Pranois  to  the  ouOei  of 
UkePobeoacaaaook;  and  from  theouUet  of  the  said  lake,  they  v 
ihali  aicertain,  fix,  and  mark,  by  proper  and  durable  monn- 
teenti  npon  the  land,  the  line  described  in  the  first  article  of 
tUstrsB^  and  (he  said  commisiioners  shall  make  to  each  of 
their  roapactive  Governments  a  joint  report  or  declaratioD,  un- 
der ibeir  hands  and  seal&  designating  such  line  of  bsundary; 
fead  shall  accompany  said  report  or  declaration  with  maps  cer- 
dfisd  by  them  to  be  tiuemaps  of  the  new  boundary. '' 

Id  looking  at  the  treaty,  it  was  found  that  not 
only  the  6ih  article,  bnt  others,  required  appropria- 
tioas  t6  otrry  them  into  effect;  but  for  one  of  the 
other  articles  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  already  reported  an  appropriation  of  |300,000 
in  the 'general  appropriation  biU,  viz:  to  pay  and 
satisfy  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massacbnsetts  for 
the  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  protecting  and 
sorveying  the  disputed  territory.  It  was  foond, 
howeyer,  by  reference  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  pro* 
hibited  from  inclading  in  the  general  appropriation 
bins  any  appropriations  for  carrying  treaties  into 
effeet.  llitrefore  there  were  two  appropriations  to  be 
nude  under  that  article;  and  it  would  be  found, 
on  refitfring  to  the  rules  of  the  Ho'nse,  that  there 
was  a  rale  proriding  that  aa  appropriation  for 
carrying  out  a  treaty  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
geaeral  appropriation  bill.  The  rule  is  in  these 
wttrdss 

*la  preparing  bills  of  appropriation  for  other  objects,  the 
Oommhtiee  of  ways  and  Means  shall  not  include  appropria- 
ttMstbrcanyfng  out  treaties  made  by  tbe  United  States;  and 
wbareaa  eppioprlaiion  bill  shall  be  referred  to  them  for  their 
coasiderationi  which  contains  appropriations  for  carrying  a 
tw^jnto  effect,  and  for  other  objects,  they  shall  mopose  sudk 
iiiismliiiaiiiB  aa  ahall  ptevent  ap|»opriattons  lor  carrying  a 
irai^lDioeasa  being  ineladed  in  tbe  same  bill  w^  appnoprla* 
ttoos  fot  other  objects." 

Thus  it  became  necessary  that  all  appropriations 
for  carrying  out  treaties  should  be  made  in  sepa-. 
rate  bills;  and  in  this  case  it  was  deemed  jadicious 
to  do  it  in  the  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  coinmissioner.  Tbe  committee  had  also  fur- 
ther, in  tbe  execution  of  the  treaty,  thought  it 
proper  to  insert  the  6.hsectiony  for  the  provision  of 
a  sqaadroQ  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  That  section 
ia  in  these  words: 

^'Sac.e.  AMd  6«  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
doty  efthe  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  execution  of 
tlie  provisions  of  the  8th  article  of  said  treaty,  to  apply  so  much 
ef  tlie  tmnd  appropriaiioiisas  may  be  aeceesary  tlierefor  to  the 
pcppararion,  equipmmt,  and  m^ntenance  of  tlw  naval  force 
thvcio  stipulated  to  be  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the 
Unlced  States. " 

As  this  bill  contained  appropriations  he  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
tiijbe  state  of  the  Union,  in  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQBRSOLL  inquired  if  there  was 
any  report  accompanying  the  bill. 

Mr.  CU0H1NG  replied  that  there  was  not  a  re- 
potlf  bmfae  would  state  that  it  was  contempla'ed  to 
mafca  a  report,  which  would  be  presented  before 
the  W. came  up  for  eonsideration. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER90LL  was  understood  to  in* 
qiifethe  nature  of  the  report. 
'   nr.  CU9HING  replied  that  he  would  only  yet 
mi  ^t  there  would  be  a  report. 
'  Hfi»  a  few  words  of  conversation  and  ezplana- 
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tion  between  Mr.  FILLMORB  and  Mr.  CUSS- 
ING, the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  8PBAKER  then  continue4  the  call  for  re- 
ports, and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Territories,  reported  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
making  approjpriation  for  a  law  library  for  the 
use  of  the  court  of  appeals  for  the  Territory  of 
Fioridai''  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 
.  He  also  reported  a  bill  making  appraprlations 
for  completiag  the  public  boitdings  of  Florida; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  STALEY  N.  CLARKE,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

And,  also,  a  bill  granting  a.  pension  to  David 
Munn. 

Mr.  BABCOCK  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Miller;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  divers  adverse  reports^ 

Mr.  READ,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Peter  W.  Short. 

Mr.  STRATTON  was  also  understood  to  make 
an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of  James  Stevens. 

Mr.  McHJBNNAN  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  a  petition  for  a  harbor  at 
Racine>  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  Commerce;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  Senafh 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company  of 
Nantucket;  which  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  HUNT  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  dur- 
ing the  morning  hour,  for  fifteen  minutes,  being  the 
residue  of  his  hour,  partly  occupied  on  a  previous 
day)  then  resumed  his  speech  on  the  subject  of 
G^eral  Jackson^  fine,  the  resolution  of  the  gen* 
tleman  fh)m  New  York  [Mr.  Bownk]  coming  up 
as  tbe  business  next  ia  order.  He  said  his  time 
was  too  limited  to  permit  him  to  go  into  this  sub- 
ject as  he  desired;  bnt  he  proposed  to  show  that, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
laws  on  tbe  subject,  Jadge  Hall  was  justified  in 
tbe  course  he  took;  that  he  was  bound  to  issue  the 
writ  as  he  did;  and  that  he  was  equally  bound,  in 
reference  to  the  dignity  and  the  integrity  of  his 
court,  to  punish  as  fbr  contempt,  and  to  punfeb 
sammarlly.  The  first  authority  to  which  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  this  House  was  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  April  30,  1803— tbe 
treaty  by  which  this  coannry  obtained  what  is  now 
Louisiana: 

^'Aar.  3.  The  inliabitants  of  Uie  ceded  territory  shall  be  ia- 
eorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as 
•000  as  posslUs,  aooordiog  to  tbe  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  to  the  et^oyment  of  all  the  rights,  adraataf  ea» 
and  immunities  of  ciuzons  of  the  United  States:  and,  in  the 
meanthne,  they  shalt  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
•ojoymenc  of  their  liberty,  propwty,  and  the  raligloa  which 
they  profess." 

Tbe  next  authority  to  which  he  asked  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  was  the  act  of  the  8ih  of  April, 
1812,  admitting  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  Tbe 
second  section  of  that  act  provides  as  follows: 

"And  that  all  the  Iftwrnnf  the  United  States,  not  loeaily  inap. 
piicable,  aball  be  extended  to  the  said  States,  and  duUl  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  within  the  same,  as  elsewhere  within  the 
United  States." 

Now,  what  were  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
that,  by  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  and  the 
act  admitting  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  were  to 
extend  and  ««perate  over  that  State?  The  act  of 
1789,  commonly  called  the  jtidiciary  act,  showed 
what  some  of  them  were;  and,  amongst  them, 
there  was  a  law  extending  to  tbe  inhabitants  of 
that  State  the  writ  of  Ac6«ai  etrfnu.  He  asbed  the 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  14(b  and  17th  sections 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  The  14tfa  section 
was  in  these  words: 
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'That all  the  befiHremeBtioned  courts  o^  the  Uiltad  9mm 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  scire /ooM,  kabe^oonmt^ 


uons,  ana  agresaoie  to  tne  principles  and  ^saaes  ot  law;  a«s 
that  either  of  the  iustices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as 
Judges  of  the  (flstrict  courts,  shaOl  have  power  to  grant  writs  of 
Ao^eas  corpus  for  the  purpose  of  an  inquiry  into  tha  causa  cf 
commitmeots." 

The  17ih  section  contained  these  words: 

'That  all  the  aaid  conttai  Ac  aball  bare,  power,  4ec  asd  l»^^ 
punish,  by  fine  or  Jniprlsoamant,  at  ths  dtocfsiiOD  of  sajd 
courts,  an  contempts  of  toihoriCy  in  any  caoas  or  hearing  be« 
fore  the  same." 

These  14th  and  17th  sections  were  expressly  ex- 
tended to  Louisiana  by  the  treaty  to  which  he  had 
called  the  atteation  of  the  House,  and  by  the  act 
of  1819,  from  which  he  had  already  quoted;  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
that  there  was  no  law  there  in  fbrce  but  the  laws 
of  Spain  or  Portugal,  and  France. 

Bert,  In  this  connexion,  he  referred  to  the  4th  ar« 
tide  of  the  Constimtion  of  the  United  States,  which» 
of  itself,  would  settle  this  question.  The  4th  see- 
tion  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Gonstitutiun  has  theaa 
words: 

The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  tha 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  eaeh 
of  them  against  invasion." 


And  now  he  would  say  a  word  to  the  geatlei 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  C.  3.  iNasasoLL]  ra» 
speeting  the  case  of  Judge  Peck,  which,  probatHjr, 
gave  rise  to  the  act  of  1831.  The  gantleauMi 
from  Pennsylvania  would  not  find»  from  the  bcgiiH 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  jproceedings  in  that  case, 
(and  the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  were  men  of  the  highest  abilities,)  that  it 
was  assumed  or  admitted  that  in  a^y  other  casa 
than  that  under  consideration  could  Judge  Pec^ 
have  been  subjected  to  impeachment.  Jnc^a  Peek 
had  undertaken  to  nimish  as  fbr  contempt  wheia 
the  case  was  one  or  libel;  but  it  was  not  admitted 
that  in  any  other  class  of  cases  he  could  have  baaa 
subject  to  impeachment.  And  he  (Mr.  H.)  should 
like  to  know  if,*any where»  contempt  was  punitba- 
ble  with  the  intervjention  of  a  jury?  The  gaatip- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  had  referred  to  the  act  of 
1831,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  and|  there* 
fore,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  briefly  allude  to  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  act  ot  Jodge  Peek,  Iha 
Legislature  of  the  country  pa^S'd'a  law,  pointisf 
oat  the  fature  limits  within  which  judgea  shorn 
confine  themselves;  but,  on  looking  over  that  law, 
he  found  that  it  expressly  recognised  the  casa  ezist*^ 
ing  be' ore  Judge  HalH  and  only  went  wstripiadgaa 
of  the  "power  which  Jat^e  Peek  exereiied— of  p«n* 
ishiag  as  for  contempt  libel  committed  out  of  his 
court  With  the  permissioa  of  the  Hoaasi  he 
would  read  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Mar^  9p 
1831,  which  was  passed  in  consequence  of  the  aoc 
of  Judge  Peck.    It  was  as  fottows: 

*That  the  power  ofthe  several  courts  of  the  United  Sutes  Uf 
issue  attachmenu  and  inflict  somniary  punistunsnts  for  c«n» 
tempts  of  court,  shall  not  be  oonatrued  to  extend  t^apy  /cases  eig.' 
cept  theMniabehavior  of  any  perwn  or  persons  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  courts,  or  so  near  theieto  as  to  obstruct  tbe  i(dminis- 
tcatioo  of  justice;  the  misbehavior  ofany  of  the  offieeri  of  tfc* 
said  courts  in  ihsir  official  transactions;  and  the  dieobsdieooa 
or  resistance  by  any  oflicsr  of  the  said  courts,  party,  juror,  wit* 
ness,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  any  lawful  writ,  pro* 
ceea,  order,  rule^  decree,  or  coounand  of  the  said  oowta." 

Now,  with  what  face  could  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  sav  that,  in  the  act  of  1831,  there  was  any 
condemnation  of  the  course  pursued  by  Judge 
HallT  He  f  Mr.  Hunt)  submitted,  then,  (hat»  both 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  ihis^  cooatry. 
Judge  Hall  was  bound,  6r  be  would  h|ve  violated 
his  oath  of  office,  to  issue  the  writ,  and  to  n^nish 
contempt  summarily  add  without  the  interventioa 
of  a  jury. 

Here  the  gentleman^  hour  expired,  and  Mr. 
BOTTS  obtained  tbe  floor. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  give  way,  for  a  motion  either  to  take  up 
the  question  of  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
die  bankrupt  repeal  bill  was  passed,  or  to  go  into 
Commitlee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPBAKSR  informed  the  fianHemaa  from 
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New  York  ihat  ihere  were  varioos  Senate  bills  on 
the  table,  and  also  several  Bxecntive  mesaages,  the 
disposal  of  wbicb  he  saggested. 

The  several  Senate  bills  were  accordingly  read 
twiciB,  and  committed;  and  the  Execative  messages 
were  presented  to  the  House,  and  appro{>riately  re- 
ferred. Of  the  ExeeutiTe  commttnicatlons,  Uiere 
lirere  the  following: 

A  ccmmanieatioB  from  the  Treasory  Depait- 
meat,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  surveyor  gen* 
«ral  6{  Arkansas  and  tlie  Territoriss  of  Wisconsin 
and  Florida. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
showing  the  number  of  officers,  Ac-,  at  the  port  of 
New  York  on  the  1st  July,  1838,  and  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1843,  and  the  amount  of  revenoe  at  those 
two  periods. 

Likewise,  a  report  of  the  SeeraCary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  answer  to  a  resolation  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  llth  January,  1843,  in  refer- 
ence to  goods  lost  by  fire  in  the  public  stores  of 
New  York. 

The  8PBAKBR  also  submitted  a  communica- 
tion from  the  War  Department,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  adopted  on  the  14th  ult, 
calling  for  a  survey  in  Florida:  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioi|. 

Mr.  MATHIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Naney  Wilson:  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 
•Mr,  FILLMORE  called  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law,  which  was  passed  by  the 
House,  but  still  on  the  Speaker^  table,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  motion  of  reconsideration  made  by  the 
gentl^nian  from  ladiana,  [Mr.  Profftt.] 

Mr.  CUSHINO,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  at  length,  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  various  gentlemen,  during  the  la^t 
three  weeks  in  relation  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion. He  commenced  by  remarking  that  the  Pres- 
sident  of  the  United  States  wasacciued  of  obstruct- 
ing the  passage  of  Whig  measures  of  relief,  and 
was  charged  with  uncertainty  and  vacillation  of 
purpose.  As  these  charges  had  been  made  against 
the  President,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask  the 
country  who  was  chargeable  with  vacillation  and 
uncertainty  of  purpose^  and  the  destruction  of 
measures  of  reliell  Who  were  they  who,  with  sac- 
rilegious hands,  were  seeking  to  expunge  the  last 
measure  of  the  "ill-starred"  extra  session  from  the 
statate-booksl  Furty-seven  Whigs,  he  answered, 
associated  with  the  Democratic  party  in  the  House, 
and  formed  a  coalition  to  btoi  out  that  measure. 
[Laughter,  and  cries  of  **Good."]  He  repeated  it: 
forty-seven  Whigs  formed  a  coalition  with  the 
Democrats  to  expunge  all  the  remains  of  the  extra 
session  which  existed.  F»r  three  wedoaT  past, 
there  had  been  constantly  poured  forth  the  most 
ek>quent  denunciations  of  the  President,  of  the 
Oecreiary  of  State,  and  of  himself.  He  might 
imagine,  as  was  said  by  Warren  Hastings  when 
such  torrents  of  denunciation  were  poured  out  up- 
on him,  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the 
imputation  of  the  orators.  He  should  inquire  into 
the  merits  ^f  the  political  questions,  and  into  the 
accusations  made  against  hun.  He  was  told  that 
he  had  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  House ~ihat  he 
had  brought  a  tomahawk  here.  He  denied  it. 
He  had  done  no  such  thing.  It  was  not  true  that 
he  commenced  the  debate  which  was  carried  on; 
and  when  gentlemen  said  that  he  had  volunieered 
remarks  out  of  the  regular  order^  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  he  told 
Ihcm  that  they  were  not  iudges.  His  mode  of  de« 
fence  was  counter-attack,  and  it  was  for  him  to 
Judge  of  the  argument.  If  he  carried  the  war  into 
the  enemy's  camp,  the  responsibilty  was  wi<h 
those  who  commenced  the  Attack. 

It  was  arrogated  to  themselves  by  the  Whigs, 
that  they  possessed  the  exclusive  license  of  attack, 
and  that  the  friends  of  the  Administration  must 
not  stand  op  and  defend  themselves.  According 
to  these  gentlemen,  he  must  not  resist  thf  attacks 
made  upon  him.  He  understood  his  rights;  and  if 
gentlemen  would  a*8ail  the  Acliniuistration^f  they 
would  pour  out  frantic  abuse  upon  it,  it  was  his 
pgbt,  ta  reply,  whenever  his  convictions  of  duty 


enabled  him.  fn  doing  this,  he  had  held  up  a  auigic 
minor  to  the  country^  He  had  placed  before,the 
House  the  means  by  which  members  could  read 
their  own  hearts.  When  gentlemen  undertook  ifi 
arraign  him  for  alleged  sins  against  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  form  of  our  Government,  and  pot  up- 
on him  an  imputation  which  could  not  be  found  in 
his  speech,  and  which  he  challenged  them  to  justi- 
fy by  pointing  out  one  sentence,— when  gentlemen 
come  here  into  the  House  and  do  this,  he  declared 
that  it  was  an  endeavor  to  pass  upon  the  country 
the  false  coin  of  political  profession.  Was  there 
any  one  who  would  say  that,  of  343  members  of 
this  House,  every  man  was  free  from  political  mo- 
tives in  htt  conduct?  He  repelled  the  charges 
which  they  made  upon  him  and  upon  the  Admm- 
istration;  and  he  shoald  endeavor  to  show  that  they 
proceeded  only  from  interested  motives,  whether 
of  fame,  wealth,  power,  or  anything  else  by  which 
men  were  banded  together  as  parties.  What  was 
a  partyl  He  defined  a  party  to  be  an  association 
of  men  seeking  to  get  power. 

When  they  talked  of  prineiples,  what  did  they 
mean?  The  gentlenum  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mar- 
SHALiJ  did  not  develop  any  principles  on  which  ha 
aeied.  Principle  with  that  gentleman  was  a  fiuaf 
^«.th6  United  States  bank.  Did  the  United  States 
bank  constitute  pnneiplel  Did  the  sub-treasury  of 
itself  constitute  a  principle?  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  McEcon]  nods  assent.  If  such  a 
thing  constituted  principle^  he  (Mr.  C.)  scorned  the 
idea.  He  did  not  recognise  the  notion  that  the 
queittion  whether  the  public  deposites  should  be 
kept  by  a  cashier  or  an  agent,  constituted  a  prin- 
ciple. He  scorned  the  idea  that  a  man  should  be 
called  a  traitor  if  he  did  not  rally  around  the  sub- 
treaaury.  He  well  understood  what  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  McKsoit]  meant  by  prin^ 
ciples;  and  that  was,  the  restoration  of  the  expelled 
ftourbons,  and  with  them  the  revival  of  their  repu- 
diatedjrab  treasury — a  return  to  power,  to  levenge 
themselves  upon  those  who  had  an  agency  in  their 
expulsion.  As  to  the  prineiples  of  me  gentleman 
from  Kentaolqr,  [Mr.  Marshall}  he  should  wait 
until  that  gentleman  should  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  develop  them,  before  he  made  any  com- 
ments. 

Thus,  then,  when  he  saw  that  the  questions  now 
agitating  the  country  were  questions  of  party;  that 
parties  ware  divided  upon  the  issue  of  what  they 
called  the  principles  of  a  national  bank  and  a  sub- 
treasury,  he  thought  it  was  time  for  the  country  to 
interfere,  and  prevent  the  interests  of  the  people 
from  being  crushed  between  the  upper  and  nether 
millstones.  For  presenting  the  true  issue  to  the 
country,  and  for  calling  upon  the  House  to  aid  the 
constitutional  chief  of  the  Government  in  carrying 
on  the  Government,  he  had  been  accused  of 
offering  at  aoction  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Governmentl  When  he  saw  the  gentleman 
from  Isdiana  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompsoii]  occupying 
an  hour  in  expanding  a  paragraph  from  the  Globe 
into  a  speech,  and.  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
responding  to  the  strain  of  his  argument,  he  was 
reminded  of  a  portion  of  the  funeral  oration  of 
Antony  over Ccesar, (which Mr.  C. recited)  When 
he  found  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  taking  up 
the  interested  lead  of  the  Globe,  and  re-echoing 
the  charges  of  the  Globe,  he  asked  himself,  was 
that  gentleman  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Baren  for 
the  Presidenc}?  If  not,  he  could  not  explain  why 
that  gentleman  had  fallen  into  the  trap  set  bv 
this  organ  of  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  it,  indeed, 
seemed  to  him  thst  the  gentleman,  and  those  who 
'  followed  him,  were  like  the  wild  bull  in  the  Spanish 
shows,  who  rushed  at  the  red  flag,  neld  out  to  him, 
whilst  the  matader  stood  by  to  plunge  the  dagger 
in  his  side. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  the  merits 
of  this  debate.  What  was  the  point  in  the  elo- 
quent denunciations  and  the  continued  invectives 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  him?  He  argued 
that  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  were  peculiarly 
a  nation  of  4>olitical*readers,  and  that  they  prided 
themselves  upon  their  political  information;  bat,  in 
their  reading,  there  was  too  much  of  party— too 
much  of  the  superficial  party  discussions  of  the 
day.  If  a  man  aidvanoed  a  general  idea  of  politi- 
cal action  apart  from  party,  the  people  fell  into 


spasms  at  the  paradox;  and  the  remark  vaa  ii 
diaiely  made  a  snbjeet  of  attadi  bgr  aU  the  c 
pions  of  party.  Tbisoras  illustraled  by  tbatnal* 
meat  of  a  remark  made  by  him  ht  the  laat  scaBioa, 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent. For  weeks  together,  he  was  denounced  for 
advancing  the  very  idea  which  was  to  be^und  ia 
the  works  of  Madison.  But  H  was  neoeanry,  ta 
be  made  a  topic  of  reproach  against  one  of  tha 
friends  of  the  President;  and,  therefore,  it  did  not 
avail  anything  to  show  that  he  was  right,,  and  that 
the  very  doctrine  which  he  advanced  was  once  nU 
teied  by  Henry  Clay  in  a  corresponding  debate  ia 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  same  line  of 
debate  was  renewed  upon  him  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

The  position  of  the  two  gi'isat  parties,  and  those 
few  who  stood  here  to  ^efend  the  acts  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, was  peculiar.  Our  Government  was 
now  undergoing  a  test  in  a  new  particular.  Thia 
was  the  first  time  that  the  Administration  of  tha 
Government  had  ever  devolved  upon  the  Vies 
President.  Now,  he  had  called  upon  the  people 
and  the  House  to  adapt  themselves  to  that  ooatia- 
gency,  and  support  the  Constitution;  for  with  tha 
■'constitutional  fact**  was  associated  Uie  party 
fact;  and  whilst  the  President  was  not  a  party  chief; 
there  was  a  party  chief  of  the  party  in  i^wer. 
Tbe  question  was,  whether  there .  could  be  two 
Administrations— one,  a  constitutional  Adounistra- 
tion,  by  the  President;  and  the  other,  a  party  Ad- 
ministration, exercised  by  a  party  chief  in  the 
Capitol?  With  this  issue  before  him — whether  the 
President,  or  the  party  leader— the  chief  in  the  White 
House,  or  the  chief  in  tha  Capitol— shouM  carry  on 
the  Administration— he  felt  it  to  bea  duty  which  be 
owed  to  the  Government  of  his  country  to  give  his 
aid  to  the  constitutional  chief.  That  was  the  resl 
question  which  had  pervaded  all  our  conteats  thus  far. 
He  said  to  the  majority  here,  that  it  was  no  kss 
their  duty  to  iheir  party  than  to  their  country,  if 
they  expected  to  succeed,  to  aid  the  Administra- 
tion in  carrying  on  the  Government.  It  was  not 
merely  the  only  mode  in  which  they  could  carry  on 
the  GOvernmeat,  but  also  the  only  means  by  which 
they  could  maintain  the  ascendency  pf  their  party 
iir  power.  .Every  consideration  of  duty  invokid 
them  to  sustain  the  President. 

He  (Mr.  C:)  had  been  charged  with  separation 
from  the  Whig  party  as  a  crime.  He  woakl  say 
that,  had  that  party  followed  his  advice,  they  would 
now  have  been  powerful,  united,  and  omnipotent, 
as  at  the  commencement  of  the  AdministratiaB;  bat 
he  was  overruled,  and  the  batteries  of  the  two  po« 
litical  parties  were  both  turned  upon  the  Presktoit. 
The  question  with  all  was,  What  were  the  iuterestt 
of  party?  From  that  time  all  discussions  were  bat 
the  voice  and  the  eche  of  party.  The  inquiry  did 
not  arise  how  the  pnbUc  interests  were  to  be  affect* 
ed  by  any  measure;  but  the  President  was  accused 
of  treason,  whenever  he  did  not  approve  of  It. 
Yes;  the  President  was  accused  of  treason— not  to 
the  Constitution,  nor  to  the  GK>vemment  of  his  coun- 
try, but  to  party.  Instead  of  asking  what  was  the 
Presidents  duty  to  the  country,  they  only  inquired 
what  he  ought  to  do  for  the  party.  In  this  view  of 
matters,  he  (Mr.  C.)  took  his  stand  in  defenee  of 
the  Constitution.  He  cared  not  what  might  be  the 
clamors  of  party  mto  raised  around  him.  He 
should  stand  and  permit  himself  to  be  hewn  dowa, 
rather  than  yield  any  of  the  positions  which  he  hid 
uken.  In  this  spirit  he  came  to  touch  upon  tha 
topics  advanced  in  the  general  debate  upoatbe 
merits  of  the  Administration.  Bach  party  had  sa 
interest  in  misconstruing  the  Administration.  All 
parties  here  wished  to  break  it  down,  by  makiagsa 
attack  on  the  motives  of  its  friends. 

They  expected  it;  they  were  ready  to  encounter 
it;  they  appealed  to  lime  for  a  judgment  on  their 
actions,  and  the  course  they  had  pursued.  Wbst 
was  it  that  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fes* 
sbndbm]  and  Indiana  [Mr.  R.  W.  TnoaiPfoa] 
and  Vermt^nt  [Mr.  Bvbrett]  had  imputed  to  tbsm; 
giving  the  lead  in  this  debate  to  all  the  denuacia^ 
tiens  which  had  been  poured  upon  them?  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  admitted  that  he  bad  adopt- 
ed the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  in  dls^ 
ging  him  (Mr.  Cinania)  with  offering  th^  power  of 
this  Government  4t  auction,  as  the  price  with  wli)kh 
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10  pankue  a  party  io  that  House;  and  be  ehal- 
kagtd  Uie  gentleman  fiom  Indiana  to  point  oat  a 
scBifsoaof  hia  speech  whkh  could  bear  such  a 
aoBMaotian* 

Mr.  T^MPSON  rose;  but 

Mr.  eUBHINa  said  be  could  not  jield  ibe  floor. 

Bftr.  THOAAPSON  said,  then,  he  hoped  (he  gen- 
Uemaa  would  not  challenge  him  for  an  explana- 
ticn,  unless  he  would  yield  the  floor,  to  gi?e  him 
in  opportunity  to  make  it. 

BCr.  CUSHINQ  said  the  gentleman  could  notes- 
cape  in  thai  way.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  Io 
spread  out  an  article  of  the  Globe,  and  he  would 
have  oppormnity  sufficient  to  explain  hereafter; 
bat  he  (Mc  CosBiiia)  could  not  now  yield  any  part 
of  the  half  hour  that  remained  to  him. 

The  gentleman  front  Maine  had  said  that,  in- 
stead of  replying  to  the  gentleman  from  Tenneseee, 
[Mr.  AsvoLD,]  whocemmenced  this  debate,  be  (Mr. 
C.)  had  only  devoted  ten  lines  to  that  gentleman's 
speech. 

Mr.  FESSENDB:^  rose. 

Mr.  PROPFIT.    "Order  1"  «<order !" 

Mr.  CUSHUiG  refused  to  yield  the  floor,  and 
eoniinned  hia  remarks.  The  sentleman  from 
Maine  said  he  (Mr.  C.)  began  the  attack  on  the 
Whig  party  at  tne  extra  session;  but  be  denied  that 
that  was  true.  He  spoke  but  once  on  party  ques- 
tioM  at  the  extra  sesiiion,  and  then  in  reply  to  as- 
saalts  on  the  Administration. 

Mr.  FES9ENDEN  again  rose,  but 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  be  could  not^he  would 
noc--jield  any  part  of  the  sma'l  portion  of  time 
reaaining  to  him,  and  continued.  The  gentleman 
fn>ai  Blaine  said  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
second  session,  he  began  a  like  course  of  remark; 
bat  he  (.Mr.  C.)  said  that  was  not  true.  Late  in, 
or  about  the  middle  of  the  seesion,  be  did  reply  to 
various  speeches;  but  be  did  not  begin  the  attack 
on  any  gentleman,  or  any  party.  It  was  afier  a 
debate  in  which  many  gentlemen  had  spoken,  that 
be  replied  to  those  gentlemen.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  then  proceeded  to  say,  that,  in  the  con* 
troversj  of  the  last  session,  it  was  not  as  alleged  by 
hin-Ht  was  not  a  fact  that  the  Whig  party  wa« 
broken  to  pieces  against  the  fixed  constitutional 
iact  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Preaident; 
bnt  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  disappointment 
felt  on  the  failure  ot  measures  of  relief.  What 
measures?  Did.  not  the  President  coocur  with 
the  House  in  the  enactment  of  the  bankrupt 
law?  And  when  had  he  asked  for  its  repeal? 
Did  not  the  President  concur  in  the  passage 
of  the  distribution  act?  And  when  the  House 
and  the  Senate  chose  to  pass  measures  for  relief, 
what  measures  did  they  pass  in  which  the  Presi^ 
dent  did  not  concur?  There  was  nothing  but  the ' 
United  States  Bank  in  which  he  did  not  concur; 
and  he  (Mr.  C.)  appealed  to  this  House,  and  from 
this  House  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
whether  there  was  anything  else;  and  he  there  as-^ 
serted  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Sutes  were  opposed  to  a  United  States  lank. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  quoted  from  a 
^>eechof  his  in  1834,  on  the  bank  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  an  extreme  inconsistency  on  his 
part;  to  which  he  would  only  reply,  that  be  could 
not  conceive  that  political  blindness  could  be  so 
obtuse  as  not  to  perceive  that  the  experience  of  the 
last  four  years  in  the  history  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  must  have  affected  every  one*^  judgment  in 
regard  to  that  bank.  IVere  they  expected  to  fix 
their  judgments  and  opinions  on  what  they  were  be- 
fore that  period?  Were  they  expected  to  retain  opin- 
ions held  before  the  gross  corruptions  and  abuses  of 
that  bank  were  brou^t  to  light?  He  denied  that  the 
people  of  the  United  Sates,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
were  in  favor  of  a  United  States  bank;  but  if  this 
were  so,  it  did  net  change  tbe  natore  of  the  con- 
stitutional fact  to  which  he  had  adverted. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  and  quoted  some  re- 
marks of  Mr;  FxssBNDBV,  in  which  be  spoke  of 
the  power  of  th^  President  over  the  public  press, 
and  of  the  venality  and  corruption  of  some  of  the 
Whig  newspapers.  Mr.  C.  said  that  tbe  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  involved  two  .facts.  In  the  first 
place,  &ere  was  the  allegation  that  the  entire  Whig 
proi  was  venaf;  and,  in  tbe  next  place,  that  it  was 
^ght  up  by  the  Presulent  of  the  United  States. 


Tiiere  could  be  no  other  meaning  atuehed  to  tbe 
geptleman's  remarks.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman, 
he  denied  the  venality  of  the  press  in  these  broad 
terms.  He  admitted  that  there  \ras  murh  of  tbe 
extreme  of  faction  in  it;  there  was  faction  in  that 
House,  and  among  the  people;  and  it  was  conse- 
quent on  the  common  passions  of  our  nature:  but 
it  was  not  true  that  tbe  press  was  thus  venal, 
and  under  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that,  being  bribed  by  him,  it  had  ca- 
lumniated the  present  Congress.  Tbe  gentleman 
had  supposed  an  in^possible  fact.  The  President 
never  possessed  the  .patronage  sufficient  to  mate- 
rially affect  the  press;  and  what  little  patronage  he 
did  possesb,  had  been  taken  away  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  then 
proceeded  to  arraign  him  (Mr.  C)  as  a  no-party 
man,  and  to  piick  out  of  the  newspapers  and  quote 
against  him  a  migratory  paragrapb  which  some  of 
them  had  extracted  from  Jonathan  Swift;  and 
Jonathan  Swift,  the  most  corrupt  tory  of  the 
corrupt  reign  of  Ctueen  Anne,  with  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  by  his  side,  was  used  to  arraign  bim 
for  his  speeches  in  an  American,  Congress.  All 
the  coarse  denunciations  of  that  man,  (who  was 
not  inaptly  termed  the  Ubeller  of  his  generation,) 
vented  forth  agaiost  ihe  party  opposed  to  him,  in 
order  tbache  might  hound  on  the  dogs  of  faction, 
were  quoted  against  him,^  because  he  deprecated 
faction  and  party  excitement.  He  was  ashamed 
that  an;  genUeman  should  come  info  that  House, 
and  read  lessons  on  party  spirit  from  the  most  fac- 

-  tious  and  corrupt  writer  that  ever  existed.  There 
were  lessons  on  that  subject,  which  it  would  better 
.have  become  the  gentleman  to  read  from;  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  farewell  address  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  from  which  the  most  wholesome  and 
useful  inslrtictions  could  be  drawn.  He  would 
have  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  also,  [Mr. 
Gordon,]  who  seemed  to  correspond  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  in  his  ideas  of  the  blessiogs  of  oarty 
spirit,  to  reflect  on  the  s&me  lessons.  He  would  have 
that  gentleman  and  his  colleague  [Mr.  McKbom] 
to  remember  the  letter  of  Andrew  Jackson  in 
1816,  to  James  Monroe,  in  which  he  also  in- 
voked his  countrymen  to  banish  all  party  spirit  from 
their  councils.  On  this  subject  he  must  advert  to 
what  was  an  indisputable  fact  in  tbe  history  of  the 
world.  There  bad  been  two  combinations  of  re- 
publics precisely  analogous  to  ours— he  meant  the 
republics  of    Greece  and  the  Italian  Kepublics. 

'  Both  these  republics  were  bound  together  by  a 
comMinity  of  language  and  of  customs,  of  origin 
and  of  interest.  Any  one  who  would  read  and 
reflect  upon  their  histories,  would  see  that  it  was 
party  spirit,  and  the  spirit  of  faction,  that  caused 
their  overthrow.  As  illustrative  of  this  fact,  he 
be^^  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  the  warrior 
statesanan  and  historian  of  one  of  these  confeder- 
ated republics — ^Thucydides. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  the  extract  which  he  alluded 


Tow,  it  leemed  to  be  supposed  by  these  two 
great  parties  that  the  moderate  men  of  tbe  House 
and  country  were  to  be  the  victims  of  both  of 
them.  He  begged  gentlemen  not  to  delude  them- 
selves wiih  tbe  idea  that  he  was  a  moderate  man, 
or  that  he  had  the  least  idea  of  becf>ming  ^le  pass- 
ive victim,  in  tbe  words  ofThucydMles,of  theretwo 
factions.  Had  not  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  and  himself  opinions  of  their  own, 
which  they  possessed  the  right  to  advocate  and  de- 
fend? So  far  as  they  had  tbe  power  to  influence 
the  opinions  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  their  right  and  their  duty  to  exert  it,  as  well  as 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  men  connec-ed  with 
this  Adminisiraiion.  Instead  of  holding  out  the 
spoils  of  office,  as  tbe  gentleman  from  In- 
diana Charged  him  with  doing,  be  did  but 
exercise  the  right  and  duty  belonging  to  him  and 
every  citizen,  to  be  heard  at  a  prpper  time  on  the 
question  of  the  Presidency.  This  the  gentleman 
called,'like  the  chief  of  the  Pise'oriao  banc's,  pat- 
ting up  the  empire  at  auction.  Now,  he  should 
suppose  that  tbe  language  he  usetl  would,  instead 
of  being  considered  a  tender,  or  a  fednction,  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  an  indecent  thread  on  tbe 
House;  for  that,  and  that  fflci»e,.wa8  the  disingen- 
uous construction  that  could  be  put  on  his  lan- 


guage. Tbe  gentleman  from'Indiana,  ashehad 
already  said,  did  not  signalize  any  portion  of  bin 
remarks  on  which  he  fpunded  the  imputations  ha 
cast  ont.  Till  the  gAitleman  did  that,  be  bad  mo 
answer  to  make,  except  the  one  he  would  now 
give— -and  that  was,  the  most  emphatic  denial  at  / 
all  these  impntations.  When  tbejcoitleman  could 
put  his  hand  on  that  portion  of  bis  remarka  on 
which  be  founded  these  imputations,  then  it 
would  be  time  enough  for  him  to  answer  them* 
No  gentleman  had  yet  done  it;  and,  though  ha 
bad  challenged  them  again  and  again  to  do  so, 
they  confined  themselves  to  these  general  denmi« 
ciaiions.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  him  to  combat 
this  man  of  straw  which  gentlemen  had  rained  vp; 
and  he  would,  iherffore,  dismiss  that  part  oi  the 
sut^ect. 

It  was  his  wish — and,  but  for  the  limitation  of  tha 
time  allowed  him,  it  was  his  intention — to  comment 
particularly  on  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  Arom 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bathbu,]  as  well  as  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana;  but  he  was 
admonished  by  his  friends  around  him  that  hia 
time  was  fast  passing  away.  He  would  merely 
say,  in  reference  to  this  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  that  he,  in  common  with  the* 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  did 
not  impute  to  him  (Mr.  C)  corrupt  motive^ 
though  he  in^nted  what  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  bonnd 
to  disavow.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
in  the  rhetorical  illustration  and  <Sxaggeration  of 
his  ideas,  (so  common  with  members  on  that  floor,) 
objected  that,  in  the  face  of  this  House  and  the 
nation,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  declared  that  the  power 
and  patronage  of  this  (Sovemment  would  be  exer- 
cised in  favor  of  those  in  power.  Now  he  denied 
that  he  ever  made  any  such  declaration;  and  he 
challenged  the  gentleman  to  show  it.  The  remark 
he  nude  had  a  tar  different  tendency,  and  ro&e  far 
above  the  murky  atmosphere  which  pervaded  that 
House.  His  allusion  was  to  theeanying  on  of 
the  (Government,  and  to  the  duty  of  every  man^ 
no  matter  tp  what  party  he  belonged,  to  co-operate 
with  the  President  in  that  object.  It  was  immate- 
rial whether  the  (Government  was  carried  on  by 
Whig  or  Democratic  votes,  or  by  a  combination  of 
both,  80  that  it  was  rightful  lyadministered.  If  it 
conld  not  be  carried  on  by  whig  votes,  might  it 
not  be  carried  on  by  Democratic  votes,  or  by  a  com- 
bination of  parte  of  both?  It  was  all  idle  delusioa 
to  say  that  there  was  anything  wrong  in  the  Presi- 
dent'^ calling  on  eitb^  of  the  two  parties,  or  on 
both,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  on  the  (Government. 
Did  any  gentleman  complain  of  the  tariff  law  of 
Ihe  last  sestton,  becaufe  it  was  carried  by  a  com- 
bination of  Whig  and  Democratic  votei^  Wat 
that  corruption,  any  more  than  the  President's  carry- 
ing on  tbe  Gcvernment  by  the  aid  of  any  votes  he 
might  get  for  that  purpose?  There  was  no  more 
wrong  in  the  fact  that  he,  a  member  -of  that 
House,  should  carry  an  important  measure  either 
by  Whig  or  Democratic  votes,  as  be  could  get 
them,  tban  for  the  President  to  carry  on  the  (Gov- 
ernment by  the  same  means. 

In  tbe  few  moments  left  him,  he  desired  to  say 
that  this  Administration  stood  upon  its  acts  and 
measures,  and  went  before  the  country  by  whom 
it  was  to  be  judged  upon  them.  AH  these  quet- 
tions  of  the  hour  would  pa^ s  away  with  the  honr; 
they  ware  transient,  and  could  not  awake  the  in- 
terest of  posterity.  They  would  pass  away;  and 
if  this  Administration  was  to  be  condemned— 
which  he  was  sure  that  it  ecu  Id  not  justly 
be  by  those  then,  around  them,  upon  its  acta 
and  measures — it  would  appeal  to  posterity  againit 
the  party  excesses  and  extra vagai^t  acts  of  party 
spirit  which  occasioned  its  condemnation.  It  had 
been  too  much  the  custom  in  that  House  to  indulge^ 
on  general  questions,  in  broad'and  sweeping  denun- 
ciations of  men;  to  talk  of  treachery,  and  of  the 
shameless  acts  of  the  Executive,  and  those  around 
bim;  and  this  was  to  delude  the  public  mind,  and  to 
stimulate  it  into  hostility  to  the  Administration* 
He  did  not  know  but  that  tbe  indignation  ex- 
cited by  such  of  these  denunciations  as  had  fallen 
to  his  share,  might  have  caused  him  to  retaliate,  by 
using  conesponding  laoguage.  If  so,  he  rrgretted 
it,  and  hopea  that  he  might  be  excused  for  iu  Ha 
might  now  move  the  previous  question;  but  woiMd 
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;^0cUiie  doing  so,  as  some  gentlemen  might  wish  fa) 
ie|4y  to  ihem. 

Mr.FESPENDEN  ssa^,  as  the  gentleman  from 
-MteaaehtaMtts  had  suefa  op^ortnnity  to  prepare  a 
defentoie,  be  really  bad  sappoeed  ihejr  iriiotild  hare 
Jiail  somethhig  like  an  argameat.  The  gentleman 
£rM&  lUassaehiisetts  most  have  understood  the 
seatiment  of  the  Hoose  respecting  his  remarks  on 
a  psevioBS  occasion— for  all  sides  of  the  Honse 
pat  the  same  constmction  on  them;  and  he  took  it 
for  granted,  the  gentleman's  explanation  would 
now  be  made.  Bat  he  pat  it  to  the  House,  as  to  a 
Inrf,  on  the  case,  whether  they  had  had  anything 
m  Hm  gentleman's  speech,  this  morning,  eieept  the 
mettai  special  pleading  in  defence  of  himself. 
Why  did  the  gentleman  from  Massaohosetts  eon* 
fine  himself  to  a  single  sentence  of  his  (Mr  F.'s) 
speech? 

He  pursued  this  train  of  remark;  and  of  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he 
said  the  fiouse  judged  not  by  a  single  scotMiee, 
but  by  its  whole  tenor. 

Mr.  GUSHING  insisted  that  a  false  construc- 
tion had  been  pat  on  his  remarks;  He  had  made 
sach  remarks  in  bis  place  as  he  had  a  Eight  to 
make,  and  they  had  been  misrepresented. 

Mr.  FESSBNDBN  said  the  gentleman'^  speech 
was  published  in  the  newspapers^fand  its  truth  and* 
accuracy   were  not   denied;  and   if  it  was   not 
conect,  hehad  had  an  ^opportunity  to  say  what  he 
did  mean. 

Some  couTersation  ensued  between  the  two  gen- 
tlemen respecting  the  published  reports  of  their 
respectiTo  speeches,  and  other  matters  of  no  public 
importance. 

Mr.  FESSBNDEN  then  resumed;  and,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  accusation  of  the  gentleman  fn>m  Mas* 
sac^usetts,  that  he  had  charged  that  gentleman 
with  beginning  the  attack  on  the  Whigs  at  the  ex- 
tra session,  he  said  he  denied  that  he  had  said  any 
such  thing. 

Mr.  GUSHING.    It  is  in  your  printed  speedi. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN.  I  said  no  such  thing  as 
that  the  gentleman  ''began  tik  attack."  I  said  that 
be  began  hit  attack  at  the  ezUa  session;  and  I  ask 
the  gentleman  if,  at  that  session,  he  did  not  atuck 
the  Whig  partyl 

In  s.ach  explanatory  obserrations,  the  genUeman 
from  Maine  continued  his  speech  in  reply  to  iIk 
▼arious  branches  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  then  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  B.  W.  THOMPSON  appealed  te  him  to 
yield  it,  for  the  purpose  of  enabhog  him  to  reply 
lorike  remarks  or  the  gentleman  from  Maasichu- 
setfs  [Mr.  GiTSimro.] 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  declined  yielding  the  floor,  glad 
as  lie  riieuld  be  to  oblice  his  friend  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  make 
a  remark,  expressisg  his  reason  for  desiring  to  re- 
ply to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Massa- 
eftu^ects  at  this  time.  That  gentleman,  after  91 
days  of  deliberation,  reflection,  and  study,  now 
came  here  and  charged  him  with  expanding  an  ed- 
jtdilal  article  in-  the  Globe  into  a  long  speech. 
Now,  he  wished  the  opportnnity  to  reply  to  this 
Oharge  impromptu — to  take  np  the  club,  and  dare 
(be  gentleman  to  meet  bim— to  challenge  him  to 
a  debate  on  the  spot,  without  prompting  from  any 
editot',  or  from  elsewhere. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  the  time  was  so  short,  and, 
if  he  yielded  the  floor,  it  was  so  uncertain  whether 
he  could  sgain  obtain  it,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
go  on  with  bis  remarks.  He  then  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote'on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  (the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.)  In  so  announcing  himself,  it 
wouM  be  saflicient  for  him  to  say  that  bis  course 
was  taken  in  consequence  of  the  well*settted  and 
well 'ascertained  wishes  of  his  constituents — nine  in 
ten  of  whom  were  opposed  to  the  law.  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  not  bound  to  obey  all  the  admo- 
nitions of  popalar  feeling;  but,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, their  judgment  was  the  result  of  time  and 
of  deliberation. 
.  He  felt  gratified  at  the  party  character  which 
xhfi  debate  had  taken,  because  he  held  it  to  IM  im- 
portant to  the  preservation  of  the^  institutions  of 
-^^dbiintrjr  that  the  measures  of  its  adminiftrative 


and  legislative  departments  should  be  strictly  scru- 
tiniaed  and  investigated.  Were  he  in  power,  he 
should  not  shun  any  investigation. 

He  replied  to  the  portion  of  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Gusuiao,]  re- 
lating to  the  allmd  dictation  of  the  ex-Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Bar.  Glay.]  The  gentleman  frotti 
Bfassachusetts  declared  that  there  were  but  two  al- 
ternatives—.one,  a  constitutienal  administration, 
under  the  lead  of  the  Pre^dent;  and  the  other,  a 
faction,  under  the  lead  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. Sach  remarks  werQ'Uo  more  nor  less  than 
calumnies  on  that  distinguished  man;  and  be 
-would  a^  the  gentleman  what  principle  Mr.  Glay 
had  changed,  by  which  be  had  obtained  the  ill-will 
of  the  gentleman,  after  having  had  his  support  for 
fifteen  years  previous  to  the  extra  session?  He 
asked,  Did  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  bring  for- 
ward any  new  measare  at  the  extra  session?  Did 
he  enter  opon  any  imtro^den  path,  in  order  to  em- 
barrass the  path  of  John  Tyler?  No,  was  the  an- 
swer. 

He  replied  to  the  remark  so  often  to  be  found  in 
the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  Wbigs  were  embarrassing  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Tyler,  and  enumerated  ten 
measores  passed  at  the  extra  session  by  the  Whigs, 
and  opposed  by  the  Democrats,  all  of  which  meas- 
ures, he  said,  were  neeessary  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  carry  on  the  Government— the  repeal  of 
the  snb-treasnry,  the  donation  to  Mrs.  Harrison, 
the  distribution  law,  the  bankrupt  law,  the  loan 
bill,  the  fortification  bill,  the  bill  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  change  of  the 
tariif,  by  adding  three  new  articles,  and  saving 
the  treasury,  and  the  two  bank  bills.  All  these 
measures  were  recommended  by  the  President, 
and  supported  by  the  Whigs,  and  opposed  by  the 
Democrats;  yet  the  Whigs  were  charged  with  ob- 
structing Mr.  Tyler.  He  also  enumerated  ten 
measures  passed  by  the  Whigs  at  the  last  session 
of  Gongress,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler; all  of  which  were  opposed  by  the  Democratic 
party. 

He  went  into  the  sn^eet  of  the  party  relations 
subsisting  between  the  president  and  the  two  par- 
ties, at  large;  commenting  upon  the  coarse  of  Mr. 
Webster,  and  eulogizing  the  public  conduct  and 
political  career  of  Mr.  Glay.  He  concluded  his 
remarks  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  entered  into  a  legal  and  con- 
stitutional argument  in  explanation  of  h^objec- 
tions  to  the  bankrupt  law:  and  then  said.  Vat  be- 
yond those  objections,  he  had  the  imperative  voice 
of  his  coastitnents  at  home  to  urge  him  on  to  seek 
its  repeal.  He  next  went  into  tbe  aeneral  subject 
of  debate,  with  which  he  consumed  bis  hour. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  then  obtained  tbe  floor,  and  re- 
marked, that  as  he  was  in  some  measure  responsi- 
ble for  tthe  present  debate,  by  his  having  moved  the 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  as  several  gentlemen  had  spoken,  he 
woold  now  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  appealed  to  his  colleague 
not  to  withdraw  the  motion,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  an  opportnnity  to  reply  to  wbit  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman   from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 

GUSBIMO.] 

Mr.  PROFFIT  declined  doing  so. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  if  he  could 
not  renew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  too  late. 

So  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  goes  to 
tbe  Senate  forthwith. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  90, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering'  reports  from  the  Surveyors  Gene- 
ral of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  the  Territories  bi 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  which  had  not  been  received 
at  that  department  when  the  annaal  report  of  tbe 
Gommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  sent. 
in;  which,' on  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Bftr.  STURGEON  V^^^^^^  ^  memorial  from  ' 
dtixens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphila,  t 


praying  for  the  passage  of  the  excheMr  jUi; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  fStst  talm  aarbe 
printed.  

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAFTS,  leava  was  grantefl 
to  withdraw  from  the  flies  of  tbe  tttulhtDepeti* 
tion  and  papers  of  the  adminis|tau>r  tf  Joieph 
Edson. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  fhnnCaiailes 
L.  Williamson,  late  commander  4n  the  Uallild 
States  navy,  praying  Gongress  to  grant  him  a  pen- 
sion  for  di|pabili^  incurred  in  the  aerviee  ec  ths 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  OoamU^ 
tee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTWOTDN,  from  the  Gommfttee  m 
Gommcroe,  reported  back,  without  amaadmmit, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bl 
ttom  te  House  entitled^An  act  to  autbrnin  tbe 
enrolment  or  register  of  the  Nueva  QrattaAa.** 

Mr.  H.,  fipom  the  same  eammittce,  vaported  a 
biU  to  declare  Robbinsion,  in  the  State  of  Malaga 
port  of  entry;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  commiilBe, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  reeonvMndalioa 
that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  authoring  te  sway 
of  a  direct  communication  between  Alboftule 
soiwd  and  te  Atlantic  ocean. 

Mi,  SEVIER,  from  te  Gommittee  on  PeawM, 
reported  back  to  te  Senate,  witeut  amendaent, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  diey  do  pav, 
House  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

The  bill  for  te  relief  U  Nancy  Hambright,  the 
widow  of  Gaptain  John  Hambright.  deceased. 

The  bill  for  te  relief  of  John  F.  wUey. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetann;  and 

The  bill  for  te  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Gommittee  oa 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  bill  from  the 
Hoose  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Damuiaeb  she 
having  died  pending  the  claim. 

Mr.  S.,  also,  from  tbe  same  committee,  made  a 
report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  advefee 
to  te  passage  of  te  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
reUefof  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  te  Goaunittee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  te  petition  of 
John  Bosworth,  And  it  was  referred  to  te  Gom- 
mittee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Fea« 
sions,  reported  back,  witeut  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  tet  they  do  pass,  Hoose  bills  (as 
te  relief  of  Joseph  Nimblett,  and  te  bill  graot 
ing  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

Also,  from  te  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  te  bill  from  te  House  for  te  relief  of 
I  Anne  Royall,  te  widow  of  Gaptain  Wm.  RoytU, 
deceased. 

Mr.  DATTON,  flrom  tbb  Gommittee  on  te  Jo- 
dietary,  reported  back, 'without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  te  bill  tsa 
the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Nt- 
val  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  te  petitioii 
of  Mary  A.  Boyd,  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  late 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  havy,  for  a  pensioa. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Gommittee  on  (he 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendn^t,  aid 
with  a  recommendation  tet  it  do  pass,  te  bUI  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  Goxe,  jr.,  Robert  Andefsoo, 
and  George  W.  Southall. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  te  Gommittee  on  Penaoos, 
made  adverse  reports  on  te  petition  of  te  widofr 
of  William  Davis,  for  arrears  of  pension;  and  the 
petition  of  Charles  Larrabee,  for  an  increase  and 
arrearage  of  pension;  which  were  read,  and  oidoed 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  sandQT 
merchants  and  others  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  ^ 
monstrating  against  the  repesi  of  te  bukiapt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  te  Gommittee  oa  me 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Pea* 
sioos,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  aad 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  te  Ho^ 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Wetherell. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  paymoit  of 
lodgment  obtained  by  the  United  States  ai^iUl  m 
Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi,  isid  the  Affim- 
tural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  was  taken  up  as  in 
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lfci|hjpi»ptniinl  !•}  and,  there  beinf  im>  motion 
ipMwr^lMetd  tlMbillfit  was  reported  to  the 
Senie^  aid  ocdaMd  to  be  eagfoeeed  for  a  mird  f ead- 


eoMxnsi  o¥  alexandhu. 

ne  W  to  amend  the  eharter  of  the  town  of  Al- 
e^MKAdEfa^ln  the  District  of  Colambia,  was  taken 
v|^  read  the  second  tiAe,  and  taken  op  as  in  com- 
ifi^  of  the  whole. 

Kr.  MILLER  explahied  that  the  object  of  the 
bill  wae  to  allow  the  legal  voters  of  that  town  the 
rMt  f9  eitet  their  mayor  bj  ballot.  He  was  now 
eneted  by  the  common  eonneil.  The  passaae  of 
tfce  bfll  was  vrged  not  only  by  a  majority  of  the 
eoflOMtt  council,  bat  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
people.  The  Committee  on  the  District  had  re- 
ported fiTOrabfy  te  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  (PBYIBR  remarked  that  the  Senator 
from  BTtw  Jersey  [Mr.  MxiLca]  spoke  of  legal 
foler&  Be  wished  to  be  informed  what  were  the 
qoalifieaiioii^  fat  a  legal  roter  in  that  town. 

Mr.  MILLBR  replied,  that  to  be  a  legal  voter, 
a  penoB  mvst  be  SI  years  of  age,  be  a  freeholder, 
and  mast  hsra  resided  in  the  town  one  year  jHreri' 
oosietheelectioo. 

There  being  no  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was 
reported  to  the  asnate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fbr  a  AM  readinir* 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
Aide  a  report  (wfaieh  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
sdmse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the  House, 
ibr  thr  rdiefof  Bamael  B.  Tnok. 

Mf.  UMir,  on  leaTc,  introdciced  a  resolntion,  so 
to  amend  the  3dd  mle  of  the  Senate  as  to  add  to 
the  Bst  of  stalling  committees  a  Committee  on 
TerriiorlBS. 

The  resolotoi  lies  on  the  table  ene  d4ji  nnder 
thernle. 

Mr.  BSRRTBK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
dldary,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
wM  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  Honse 
WU  of  the  following  titles,  rfz: 

Tbe  bill  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the 
set  of  JMth  May,  1898,  to  continne  a  copyright  to 
MBRswtett*> 

lis  bill  entitled  *«An  net  for  the  relief  of  Samnel 
Lsr^^'aad 

The  blU  fbr  the  relief  of  Chafles  a  HaH. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Boose  bin  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
Itw,**  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  BSRRIENT,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Seaab  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Henry 
Wilde  waa  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  secure  to  Mr.  Wilde,  an  American  citi- 
xen,  the  benefits  of  our  copyright  law,  in  relation 
to  the  productions  of  his  litefary  labors,  which  are 
of  sDch  a  nature  that  he  can  hardly  ^pect,  in  the 
ifait  instance,  remuneration  for  tbeir  publication 
io  this  country,  until  they  shall  hare  gained  some 
aeiebrity  abroad.  He  is  under  tbe  impression  that 
bt  could  sell  his  copyright  in  England,  so  as  to 
a?eid  the  expense  and  risk  of  getting  out  his 
woits,  upon  a^iich  he  has  spent  great  labor,  time, 
and  research.  He  desires  to  be  secaredin  his  right, 
as  an  American  citixen,  to  the  benefits  of  our 
copyright  law  in  the  United  States,  after  his  books 
mil  iMire  been  published  abroad.  It  was  consid- 
cied  by  the  CQiamittee  to  whom  the  bill  bad  been 
tCferrM,  that  this  was  a  peculiar  case  in  which  it 
woatd  be  w«*ll  to  extend  the  indulgence  required.  - 

Mr.  TAPPAN  ihoutbt  the  same  cise  might  be 

giUtable  to  many  authors,  citizens  of  the  United 
tesi  and  there  could  be  no  reason  in  favor  of 
ikfi  special  case,  that  would  not  be  equally  strong 
ht  fitvor  of  others.  He, .  thersfore,  moved  an 
jtsidmsnt,  in  substance,  to  strike  out  the  name 
of  **RliBhari  Henrr  Wilde*«  wherefer  it  occurred 
inlheblUy  and  substitute  such  moti»  as  would 
sue  iia  applieation  general  to  authors,  citizens  of 
ttilYXtilia  States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  conceiTsd  it  would  be  beet  to 
etljhiuk^tlia .  bill  to  the  isolated  case  which  Con- 
■gwSl^tf  ^P<m  to  act.  He  did  not  think  the 
IWif  w«r  piiftted  to  go  into  the  gteneril  sabject 


of  revising  the  cmfight  law.  He  thoogbi  the 
properconise  woolabeto  allow  this  bill  to  pasa, 
end  >o  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  re- 
TJsiBf  the  general  law. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  mtimated  that,  if  bis  amenda^ent 
was  to  meet  with  opposition,  he  should  reqtiire  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CRiTTENDBN  requested  the  bill  and 
amendment  wotild  be  read. 

They  were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  KINQ  had  not  particularly  examined  into 
the  subject  of  the  eopyr%ht  law;  but  his  present  im* 
pression  waa^  that  there  should  be  no  legislation  at 
all  in  relation  to  it.  But,  if  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate decided  on  passing  this  bill,  it  ought  to  be  made 
general  in  its  application. .  It  was  not  his  Inten* 
tion,  in  any  case,  to  vote  for4t,  because  he  was  op* 
posed  to  the  principle  of  partial  extensions  of  the 
copyright  law.  If  he  could  have  been  induced  to 
make  any  exception,  it  certainly  would  have  been 
it  fayor  of  Mr.  Wilde.  He  was,  bowevbr,  com- 
pelled, under  a  sense  of  duty,  to  move  tbe  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Blr.  BERRIEN  argued  at  considerable  length 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  legislate  alone  on 
this  isolated  case.  If  other  cases  of  like  claims 
should  hereafter  come  up,  they,  also,  could  be 
legislated  upon  separately.  He  stated  that  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Wilde's  labors  was  Italian  literaturei 
for  which  there  was  not,  at  present,  a  market  in 
this  counury.  The  bill  only  proposed  that  if,  here- 
after—that is,  after  the  publication  in  England— 
tbe  work  riiould  prove  of  such  jconseq^ence  as, 
from  its  reputation  abroaid,  to  create  a  demand  for 
its  republication  in  this  country,  he  should  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  our  copyright  law;  to  which, 
as  an  American  citizen,  he  wonld  unquestionably 
be  entitled,  without  this  special  act,  but  for  the  pre- 
vious publication  in  England. 

The  debate  was  continued  some  time  by  Messrs. 
BUCHANAN  and  ALLEN  against  tbe  bill,  and 
by  Messrs  BERRIEN,  CRITtBNDEN,  and  BAY- 
ARD  in  its  supportjand  by  Messrs.  WOODBURY 
and  CONRAD  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tamaw^  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ottlfr.  Kmo^s  mo- 
tion of  indefinite  postponement^  and  decided  In 
the  negatiTe— yeas  IS,  nays  26. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Tappah^ 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  lyhird  reading. 

PETERSBURG  RAILROAD*  COMPANY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  was  taken 
up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  this  was  a 
Yery  important  bill,  and,  as  the  Senate  was  very 
thin,  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid  over. 

Bftr.  EVANS  said  then  was  eo  little  time  be- 
tween this  and  the  3d  of  March,  that  there  was 
good  reason  to  fear,  if  the  bill  was  not  passed  to- 
day, it  could  not  be  acted  upon  in  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged,  at  so  late  an  hour,  to  trespass  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Senate;  but  he  was  desirous  of  sta- 
ting his  views  upon  this  subject  And,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  debate,  (for  the  bill  was  not 
going  to  pass  mb  lilenfto,)  he  must  be  permitted  to 
state,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any  other  than  an 
incorporated  company  wotild  have  made  tbe  re- 
quest contained  in  the  memorial  upon  which  this 
bill  was  founded.  He  bad  no  pr^udiee  agaiast  in- 
corporated companies;  but  he  thought,  when  they 
reviewed  the  histoiy  of  this  railroad-exemption 
questioa,  they  would  have  every  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  the  question  ought  to  be  allowed  to  rest,  at 
least,  until  a  general  revision  of  the  tariflf. 

Under  the  act  of  May.  1830,  privileges  were 
confened  upon  the  railroad  companies  which  were 
not  enjoyed  by  individualr.  The  firmer,  who  tiUs 
the  soil— tbe  merchant,  who  builds  ships  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean,-Ul  were  obliged  to  pay  a  duty 
upon  the  iron  which  they  used  in  their  respective 
employments;  but  the  railroad  company  having 
petiUoned  CongresB,  got  an  act  passed  tp  redaoe 
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the  du^  for  d^ir  specinl  benefit,  iretai  thaimtn 
paid  by  all  otlmr  classes  of  dtiaenr,  down  le  tS 
percent.  Asid  not  content  with  this,  two  yearn 
afterwards  they  petitioned  Congress  ligain,  wid 
wcfe  relieved  frosa  the  payment  of  all  dniiea  what- 
ffer.  And. it.  was  an  astoniriiing  fact,  thai  tins 
milroa4  Company,  (if  he  mademtood  the  matter 
oorrecil/,)  had  got  9t.remissh)n  from  Oovenutoene 
of  duties  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $83,000. 
Releasiagtiie  duties  upon  their  iron  ki  thatamoupr^ 
wo  pr^ioeiy  equal  to  bestowing  npoo  tlieafe  that 
smu  after  it  had  been  collected  and  placed  in  tho 
treasury. 

Let  us  examine  this  matter  a  little  farther.  At 
the  extra  session  in  1841,  the  question  arose, 
whether  railroaid  iron  should  be  taxed  as  aU 
other  ironl  And  the  Senator  from  Connectici|t  pro- 
pose4  to  allow  tbe  railroad  companies  an  eiten^on 
oi  the  pifivilege  of  importing  their  iroj^  free  o(  ^nty 
until  t^  3d  of  March,  1^43;  makiae  a  peirioii}  of 
eighteen  months.  He,  (Mr.  B.,)  with  that  gi^od 
nature  which  he  urusted  had  always  characterized 
hin^,  agreed  that  the  time  should  be  extended.  A|id 
now  what  was  it  that  they  proposed  to  do  by  this 
bill?  It  was  proposed  that  all  the  railroad  iron 
which  might  be  in  the  country,  under  the  QQinpro* 
mise  that  mras  made  upon  that  subject,  at  4if  extra 
session,  between  the  Senator  from  Qeorgia  and 
himself,  may  be  laid  down  hereafter;  thus  re- 
pealing the  principle  \^hich  was  laid  down  in 
1841  and  in  1842.  What  was  that  tirincipfe? 
He  observed  that  a  bni  had  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  other  House, 
giving  to  all  the  railroad  iron  that  may  be  laid 
down  previous  to  tbe  3d  of  March,  1843,  the  prlvi- 
lege  of  drawback  of  all  the  duties.  What  reason 
was  there  for  exempting  these  corporations  from 
the  payment  of  duties,  which  all  other  classes  ot 
citizens  were  obliged  to  pay?  It  was  never  in* 
tended,  according  to  the  construction  of  the  original 
law,  to  establish  the  principle  that'  any  railroad 
company  should  be  permitted  tbe  opportunity  of 
introducing  two  sets  of  rails  without  duty.  The 
old  iron,  when  taken  up,  would  sell  for  more 
than  was  originally  paid  for  it  by  them.  Now» 
under  what  specious  garb  did  this  eoteriog  wedge 
present  itselfl  They  were  told  that  all  tbe  railroad 
iron  had  been  imported,  and  that  they  cottTd  com* 
ply  widb  the  law,  and  lay  it  all  down  previous  to 
the  3d  of  March;  but  that  it  would  be  inconVe- 
nient  to  do  so.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  enough  about 
the  construction  of  railroads,  to  know  that  it  was 
the  simplest  thing  in  the  world  to  lay  do#n  die  ihih', 
after  preparation  had  been  made  to  receive  it;  and 
the  sooner  it  was  laid  down  after  the  road  was  pre* 
pared  for  it,  the  better.  As  to  stoppiuf^  the  traveU 
ling',  he  had  seen  new  rails  laid  down  when  the  cam 
were  passing  twice  every  day.  All  they  had  to  do 
was  to  connect  the  old  with  the  new  rails.  It  wn 
one  of  the  plainest  mechaitical  operations  in  tho 
world. 

He  was  anxious  to  see  what  would  be  the  result 
of  the  present  application.  He  had  agreed,  in 
good  Ihitb,  to  eitend  the  law  of  1841,  until  the  3d 
of  March  1843.  The  company  had  had  eighteen 
BMUths  in  which  to  complete  dielr  work;  and  they 
now  came  forward.and  said  they  wanted  six  months 
longer.  It  amonntied,  in  fact,  to  a  repeal  of  the  du- 
ties on  an  railroad  iroik. 

He  would  now  give  the  Senate  a  small  partide 
of  information  upon  this  subject  of  exemption.  In 
consequence  of  the  law  which  th^  had  passed, 
placing  a  duty  upon  iron,  two  very  large  establish- 
ments had  been  created  in  Pennsylvania  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  railroad  iron.*  One  of 
them,  called  the  Great  Western  Iron  Works,  had 
been  ektablished  with  New  England  capital, 
and  was  situated  upon  the  Alleghany  river. 
Tbe  company  had  coatracted  with  Governor 
Morrow,  as  president  of  the  Little  Miami  Railroad 
Company,  for  the  delivery  at  Cincinhati  of  three 
hundred  tons  of  railroad  iron,  at  #50  per  ton;  and 
that  it  had  been  delivered  aocording  to  contract, 
and  was  of  an  excellent  quality.  He  had  b^en  iit^ 
formed  that  these  iron  works  coakt,  at  the  preseat 
moment,  mannihoture  100  tons  of  railroad  iron 
per  week,  and  that  they  were  now  engajged  in  ani- 
klag  a  qmrntity  of  snch  iron,  either  for  the  State  oft 
IttdiaiM.  oV  a  oompip;  witMn  it--be  had  i»q^ 
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leaned  wliiob.  And  bow^  at  the  tmj  time 
wbeo  this  eompaajr  was  aMyDofaemring  railroad 
iron— oet  oaly  to  the  exteat*of  the  deoMuid  within 
the  State  of  Peonsylvania,  hot  also  farnishiiHt  the 
State  of  Indiana — they  were  applied  to  again,  to 
aoqiend  the  duty  apon  that  article;  thns  holding 
oat. to  Pennsylvania  a  promise  to  the  hope,  and 
breaking  it  to  the  reality:  first,  placing  a  diuy  npon 
iron  by  the  tariff  bill;  and  then,  by  eiceptions  snb- 
mqoently  made,  defeating  their  former  aet  And 
/or  whose  benefit?  For  the  benefit  of  incorporated 
companies.  It  was  (as  he  said  before)  the  entering 
wedge  against  the  common  right  of  the  dtiaens  of 
the  United  States. 

He  declared  most  solemnly  that  he  would  rather, 
mt  this  moment,  Tote  for  a  drawback  on  iron  em- 
plqred  in  the  building  of  ships,  than  to  vote  for 
this  bill  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  railroad  com« 
panics,  who  were  not  subject  to  foreign  competi- 
tion at  all.  He  thought  the  question  had  been 
nettled.  He  had  yielded  to  the  former  urgent  de- 
mands made  by  associated  wealth  upon  Ck>ngress, 
through  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  conciliation. 
Kow,  the  demands  were  repeated;  and  they  might 
xest  fally  aisured  that  those  companies  would  never 
l>e  satiified,  as  long  as  they  continued  to  exist,  with 
ihe  ordinary  privilege  ot  citizens. 

As  regarded  this  company*  he  was  glad  to  hear 
that  they  could  lay  down  their  rails  before  the 
3d  of  March,  and  he  thought  they  should  be 
limited  to  that  time.  He  had  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  this  bill  would  pass  the  Senate:  but  he 
did  not  think  it  would  go  through  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  so  galloping  a  rate.  He  had 
nevt  r  heard  of  the  bill  nntU  yesterday;  and  now  it 
appeared  everything  else  must  be  suspended,  in  or- 
der to  hurry  it  through.  He  was  aware  of  the 
power  of  moneyed  corporations;  and  that  those 
gentlemen  who  had  presented  their  petitions  would 
remit  no  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  he  should  look  with  considerable  interest  upon 
the  result.  He  was  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
l)enefit8  of  the  tariff  bill,  which  passed  both  Houses 
by  the  voteis  of  Pennsylvania  members,  were  now 
to  be  withdrawn  by  special  legislation. 

He  would  ad^  nothing  farther;  there  were  other 
gentlemen  in  that  body  as  deeply  interested  in  this 
question  as  he  himself  was;  he  would  leave  to  them 
the  discussion  of  the  question.  But  he  wanted  to 
nee  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  bill,  for  it  would 
l>e,  as  sure  as  that  he  was  now  speaking,  but  the 
entering  wedge  to  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
benefits  of  the  tariff  law,  so  far  as  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  was  concerned. 

Bfr.  IflLXiER  saw  nothing  in  this  pecu- 
liar case  that  would  not  apply  to  every  railroad 
company  entitled  to  the  privilege  ef  the  pro- 
Tisjon  in  the  tariff  law.  If  this  bill  is  paned,, 
every  other  railroad  company  in  the  country 
may  come  in  and  show  the  same  grounds  for 
dsimhig  an  extension  of  the  time  from  the  3d  of 
March  to  some  distant  day;  which  claims,  if  al< 
lowed,  would  amount  to  a  repeal,  for  (he  time,  of 
the  law  imposing  a  duty  on  railroad  iron. 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  CRITTENDEN  con- 
tended that  it  was  on^y  an  indulgence  which 
the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  solicited;  which 
would  make  no  difference  to  the  revenue,  as 
the  iron  was  ah^ady  in  the  country,  and  could 
be  laid  down  within  the  time  by  extraordina 
ry  expense  and  exertion,  and  the  greatest  incon- 
venience to  the  public;  as,  in  that  event,  all  travel- 
ling on  the  road  should  be  suspended;  whereas,  if 
time  wefe  given,  the  new  iron  could  be  laid  down 
gradually,  and  without  interruption  to  tl^e  regular 
trains. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
PHELPS  and  ARCHER. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
till  Monday,  as  the  hour  was  late,  and  the  Senate 
would  have  to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  might  be  passed  over  ia- 
formnlly. 

Tha  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  be  to  Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 
•    The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  taken 
np,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 


An  act  te  regulate  enlistmeats  in  the  aimy,  and 
navy,  and  marine  corps  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  N.  Cruger. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
John  Jackson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ssmnel  Hambleton. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session,  and  soon  after  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  January  SK),  1143. 

Mr.  TROTTI  of  South  Carolina  presented  the 
petition  of  Qilbert  Stalker,  praying  remuneration 
for  a  steamboat  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Mr.  MEDILL  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
F.  Tyler,  of  Morgan  coanty,  Ohio,  who  lost  bis 
health  while  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BikRNA.RD  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  a  statement  which  appeared  in  the  jour- 
nal of  ye:^terday,  read  this  morning.  It  was  there 
stated  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  tbe  vote  by 
which  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed  was  withdrawn 
by  tbe  mover;  from  which  statement,  the  inference 
was  that  the  bill  was  passed.  He  would  respect- 
fully inquire  of  the  Chair  whether  it  had  been  es- 
tablished, by  precedent,  that  the  mover  of  a  motion 
to  reconsider  had  the  right  to  withdraw  it  at  his 
pleasure. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that,  if  there  was  no  prC' 
cedent  on  record,  be  would  raise  the  question.  The 
power  to  withdraw  a  motion  to  that  effect,  gave  to 
one  individual  the  means  of  preventing  a  recon- 
sideration of  any  measure  which  might  have  been 
passed.  He  again  inquired  whether  the  point 
which  he  raised  had  been  decided  by  the  House  on 
an  appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

TheSPEAEECf  said  that  the  House  had  so 
decided,  and  at  the  last  session. 

ASSUMPTION. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  presented  a  memorial  from 
Kanawha  county,  Va.,  in  favor  of  an  assumption 
of  State  debts,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  JouNaon.]  He  mo?ed  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Select  Comi^ttee  on  that 
subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON,  the  mejporial 
of  the  people  of  Cincinnati,  (which,  he  sMa»  was 
prepared  with  great  care  and  research)  on  the 
subject  of  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  rivers,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUDSON  made  an  adverse  report. 

EXPENDITURES  IN  THE  NAVY  DEPART- 

MENT. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  offered  tbe  following 
rrsolntion,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  inform  thisHonae 
what  amount  haa  been  expended  under  the  act  of  Gongreia  au  • 

thodzinc  the  building  ofa  war  eteamerby Stevene;  whether 

the  building  of  mid  veeael  ii  now  ffoing  on:  and  What^  if  any, 
amount  ofthe  appropriation  therefor  haa  been  iranetiBrrBd  to 
any  other  object;  and  wheibeV  the  expendituree  for  *'pay  of 
commiMion,  warrant,  and  petty  ofncere,  andaeamen"  for  1842, 
has  exceoded  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congreee 
in  194S^  if  so,  to  what  amount,  and  from  what  eoorce  haa  the 
deficiency  been  supplied;  and  whether  the  expendituree  for  in* 
crease,  repair,  armament,  and  equipment  of  the  navy,  has  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriation  tberefor,  and  from  wliat  source  the 
defieit  has  beeo  supplied. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  private  bills 
would  be  debatable  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirms  tire. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  must  then  call  for  the 
orders  of  the  morning  hour,  in  order  to  enable  the 
House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  made  further  inquiries  in  rela- 
tion to  what  was  the  order  of  business.  He  was 
understood  to  ask  on  what  days  private  bills  were 
debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  said  on  every  Friday  and  Sat- 
urday fzeept  the  first  and  last  of  the  session,  pri- 
vate bills  were  debatable. 


THE  FRAHKIIICI  PRIVlLBOft. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  up  the  bill  nowoaittthM 
reading,  to  authorise  the  chief  clerk  in  the  State 
Department  to  frank  public  docum^ts.   - 

Mr.  L.  W.ANDREWS  asked  for  the  yeu  aad 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  or* 
dered. 

Mr.  McKENNON  said  he  should  be  in  favor  o( 
the  bill,  if  it  extended,  the  franking  privilege  to  the 
chief  clerks  of  other  departments  as  well  as  the 
Department  of  State.  As  it  was,  he  must  oppose 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  explained  tbe  object  of  the  bill 
At  present,  the  franking  orivilege  was  possessed  by 
the  beads  of  bureaus  in  the  departments  geaertUj. 
The  public  documents  of  those  departmeats  were 
now  franked  by  the  heads  of  their  bureaus.  [Sir. 
C.  J.  IwcBaaoLL.  But  never  by  the  tail  of  a 
bureau.]  Now,  there  was  no  baiean  in  tbe  State 
Department;  and  hence  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
obliged  to  frank  all  the  documents  of  his  depart- 
ment. The  object  of  tbe  bill  was  merelv  to  gin 
his  chief  cietk  the  riglit  of  franking  public  doea* 
ments^a  right  expressly  limited  and  restiicted  hj 
this  bill. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  contended  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
was  not  now  in  order,  but  must  come  in  its  proper 
place  on  the  calendar,  which  was  sixth  on  the  list 
of  subjects. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bUl  was  in  o^ 
der  now,  having  been  engrossed,  and  laid  oa  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  advocated  the  pasMge  of  the  bill 
There  was  a  reason  for  granting  this  privily  of 
franking  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  State  Department, 
which  did  not  apply  to  the  other  departments.  Tbe 
Secretarjr  of  State  was  charged  with  the  dutj  of 
distributing  all  the  printed  laws  of  the  United  States. 
This  duty  occupied  much  of  his  tiaae,  as  he  eoaM 
attest  when  in  the  State  Department  himself  sad 
when  its  business  was  much  less  than  at  present 
Tbe  bill  was  merely  to  relieve  the  Secretary  of  moch 
drudgery  which  he  now  had  to  undergo. 

Mr.  a  J.  INGER80LL  opposed  the  hill.  He 
thought  the  duties  of  other  Secretaries  were  wmtk 
■tore  onerous  than  those  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Had  not  the  Secretary  of  State  more  tioM  to  pe^ 
form  his  ordinsry  factions  than  either  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navyl  He  in- 
stanced the  labors  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^sorj, 
whidi  were  incessant;  "still  beginning — never  end- 
ing,^* and  wbo  bad  no  assistance  in  Siis  respect  of 
franking.  He  was  well  aware  that  this  was  tbe 
most  abused  ef  all  privileges,  and  he  was  ready  to 
reduce  rather  than  extend  i(. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  contended  that  this  biU 
contemplated  no  extension  of  the  franking  priti- 
lege.  It  was  not  an  extension,  but  a  substitution, 
to  relieve  the  Secretary  of  his  immense  labors  in 
franking.     ^ 

The  previous  question  was  then  mofed  and  sec- 
onded. 

The  main  question  was  then  on  the  passsge  of 
the  bill;  which,  being  taken,  resulted  in  yeas  130, 
nays  69,  as  follows: 

YEA8— Meaara.  AdMM,  Stierlock  J.  Aadrewe,  Arringuo, 
BabcQck,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bidlack,  Birdaere,  Black,  Borim, 
Botiii,  Brewster,  Brisgn,  Broneon,  Aaron  v.  Brown,  Milum 
Brown,  Darnell,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Callioun,  John  Caap- 
iMll,  Qjinithera,  Cary,  Casey,  Childa,  Ctihtenden^  Staley  N. 
Clarke,  Clinton,  Colea,  Cranaton,  Cravena,  Coahiog,  Garrett 
Davia,  Richard  t>.  Daria,  Dawton,  Deberrj,  John  Bdwtnk, 
^ohn  C.  Bdwarda,  Everett.  Ferria,  Faaaenden.  Fillnor*, 
Charlea  A  Floyd,  Galea,  Giddlnga,  Patrick  G.  Ooodai  Gimtem, 
Granger,  Green.  Henry,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Houtton,  Ho*trd| 
Hudaon.  Hunt,  Joaeph  R.  Ini^ersou.  Jamee  Irvin.  WilUaffl  W. 
Irwin,  Jack,  Jamea,  Care  Johnaon,  leaac  D.  Jonea.  John  P. 
Kennedy,  King,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  McKennan,  Atired  Ma^ 
ahall,  Thomaa  F.  Marahall,  Samaon  Maeon,  Mattocki,  Mu* 
well,  Mayrard,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Norcran,  Morria,  Nawhard, 
Oabome,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Plaowr,  P^ifw, 
Powell,  Promt,  Renj.  Randall,  Randolph,  Reocher,  Eidf way, 
Rodney,  Wm.  Ruaaell,  Jamea  M.  Rueaell,  Salatonanll,  8ui* 
ford,  Saandera,  Sbepperd,  Blade,  Trnman  dmfth,  BpdfKi 
Steenrod,  Btokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  StuarttJohn  T.  mm, 
Summers,  8w«ney,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  ThompaoiLJaeob 
Thompson,  Trilinchaat,  Toland,  Torolinaon,  Triplett,  Tram- 
bull,  van  Renaadaer,  Ward,  Warren,  Watteivoo,  WiUar, 
Weatbrook,  Edward  D.  Whita,  Thomaa  W.  WiUtamai  CMi- 
topber  H.  WUliama,  Joaeph  L.  Williams,  Wiothrop,  Wood, 
York*.  Atiguatua  Young,  aod  John  Youog— 190L 

NAYS-MeaoB.  Landaff  W.  Andtawa,  Arnold,  Aihenoo, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Bwt- 
lar,  Patrick  C.  OaldweU,  WiUlam  B.  GampbaR,  Txnm 
J.  Campbell,  Colqaiti,   kark  A.  Cooper,  Obwfo,  Dtoh\ 
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DiMk  Brif,  BlM^tnin,  Eiterl,  Mm  Q.  Ftoyd,  Fomuoa^ 
JLlMRnDM  Po«tar,  Genirj,  Gorry,  Gilmer,  Gonin, 
WllflBDa.  Goodfi,  Haji.  Hubard,  CbariM  J  Ingereoll,  Kelm, 
2«i^  AbnbBm  MeClctoi,  McKaj.  McSmd,  Maihioc,  lU* 


^mOi  Fqdenrood,  Van  Buno,  and  JoMpb  L.  Whita^-SO. 

80  Uie  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked  leare  to  offer  the  follow^ 
iif  iiB^atioa;  wbiah  was  read  for  iaformatioD: 

Jiswfafrf,  Tbattileflacntary  of  War  be  inatracted  to  report 
lolhiiHbMVt  aa  aulf  as  pi«cUcabI«)  a  plan  for  the  reduetion 
of  tbeezpanaes  of  the  military  academy  at  West  Point;  and  to 
limit  tbe  nambex  of  cadets  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  wants 
of  ihecoeniry,  and  the  present  strength  of  the  army. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected;  and 

Mr.  MALLORT  moved  a  sospension  of  the 
roles  fbr  the  purpose  of  offering  the  resolution;  bnt 
the  motionwas  rtjeeted. 

The  SPBAKBR  annonaeed  that  reports  of  the 
standinf  eomaittees  would  be  the  next  business  in 
order;  and,  being  called  for,  the  following  reports 
were  made: 

Mr.  aiDDINGS,  from  the  Committte  of  Ctaims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkin- 
ioa;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refenred. 

Mr.  T0MLIN60N,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fisher; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CO  WEN,  from,  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Street, 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ghimaliel  B.  Smith; 
which  were  sereralljr  twice  read,  and  referred. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McKBON  inquired  of  tbe  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  when  they  might  expect 
a  report  on  the  warehousing  system. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  replied  that  the 
conunittee  were  now  engaged  in  preparing  tMr 
report,  and  that  it  might  be  expected  shortly. 

COLORED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Committee  on 
Gommeioe,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Benjamin  Rich  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  Uie 
impriaonment  of  colored  seamen  arriving  in  some 
of  the  Southern  ports,  made  a  report  thereon;  and 
■oTed  that  it,  together  with  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  which  he  said  would  be 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  CarollDa,  [Mr. 
RATinBa,]  be  printed. 

Bfr.  RAYNER  presented  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority, on  the  same  subject,  and  moved  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  said  that,  as  one 
of  the  eomniittee,  he  dissented  partly  from,  and 
agreed  partly  with,  both  reports.  He  would  prob- 
ably hsTC  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views 
on  the  subject  when  it  came  up;  and  perhaps  he 
might  prepare  an  additional  report.  At  present, 
he  would  meve  tbe  priming  of  an  extra  number 
of  copies. 

The  reports  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  ciiaied  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  when 

Mr.  KENNEDY  withdrew  his  motion  to  print 
the  extra  number  of  copies,  and 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Buck's  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  tbe  table;  and 
the  result  was  yeas  73,  nays  114,  as  follows: 


Arrinctpn,  Barton,  Black,  Aaron  v.  Brown, 

BttTte.  WUtiam  BaUer,  William  O.  Batler,  Green  W.  Gald* 
weU.  P.  O.  Caldwell,  John  CaroplMlJ.  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Ca- 
nithacii  Casey,  Chapman,  Cliflbird,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doi^, 


,  John  C.  Edwards,  Charles  A-  Floyd,  Fomaoce,  Ger- 
IT,  Oflmer^  Goggin,  W.  O.  Goode,  Gustine,  Harris,  Hays, 
uohnsi^  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hobard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Care 
Johnson,  K«dm.  Lewis,  Abraham  McCflellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mathews,  MediH,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  New- 
hud,  Owsley^  Payne,  Pickens,  Piumer,  Powell,  Reding, 
Bencher,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder.  Sprigg, 
SQmnMrM[weney,  Tallaferxo,  Trotli,  Turoey,  and  Christo* 
peer  H.  WiiUams-~73. 

NATS— Bfeasrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandalTW.  Andrews,  Shen 
loek  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Bidlack,  Biids* 
eye,  Borden,  Bocts,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Jere- 
Biah  Brown,  Bomell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chktenden,  Staley  N. 
Vlarke,  Ctinton,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cnrens,  Cnshing,  Garrett 
Darii,  Richard  D.  Datrik  John  Edwacds,  BTsretl,  Ferrie,  FUl- 
more,  John  G.  Flovd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Oaiee,  Gentry. 
Wddtogs.  P.  G.  Good©.  Gordon,  Granger,  Green,  Henry,  How- 

SHodsm,  Han^  C.  J.  IngsisoU,  J.  R.  Ingenoll,  James  Ir- 
W^iUkm  W.  Irwin,  Jame^  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Ken- 
,  Uoe,  lino,  liulefleld,  McKeooao,  MftUory.  Alfred 


Maiahall,SarosonBiason.  Mattocks.  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mor- 
ffan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne.  Farmenter,  Paitridge,  Pen- 
dldton,  Pope,  Ramsey,  B.  Ranaall,  Randolph,  Raynen  Rev> 
nolds,  Riogway,  Riggs,  Rodney,  Rooserelt,  Wm.  Rnnell, 
James M.  RuseelL  Sallonstall,  Sanford,  SeweU,  Blade.  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod.  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  John  B.Tbompson,  Richaid  W.  Thomp- 
son. Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghasi,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trora- 
bull.  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War- 
ren. Welter,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wl^iie.  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  WiUiams,  Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorke, 
Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young*-U4. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  hand  of  Robert  Tyler, 
esq.,  his  secretary,  transmitting  various  bills  which 
had  been  approved  and  signed  by  him. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  the 
motion  to  print  the  ordinary  number  of  both  re- 
ports was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inqoired  if  the  morning  hour 
had  not  CTpired? 

The  SPBAKBR  replied  that  it  had. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  then  he  would  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Ck>mmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  bat,  t>efore  the 
motion  was  put,  he  would  send  a  resolution  to  the 
Chair,  fer  the  action  of  the  House,  with  the  ob- 
servation that  the  House  must  bear  in  mind  that 
there  was  a  special  order  for  Monday. 

The  resolution  was  read;  and  it  proposed  to  fix 
half-past  two  o'clock  to-day  to  termmate  debate  jn 
Committee  of  the  Wliole  on  the  army  appropria- 
tion biy. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  lay  the  resohition  on 
the  table,  and  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it.  A  di- 
▼ision  was  called  for,  and  only  46  voted  in  the  af^ 
finnativa.  The  noes  were,  therefore,  not  counted; 
and  the  resolution  not  carried. 

Mr.  C.  J0HN80K  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  fining  two  o'clock  to-morrow,  instead  of 
half-past  two  o^clock  to-day,  to  terminate  debate. 

Mr.  FILLMOREi  (to  prevent  a  waste  of  tbe  time 
of  the  House  by  a  useless  discussion,)  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded.  The 
main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  pot,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  agreed  to.        -     . 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  then  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to-— 83  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  58  in 
the  negatiye— *the  vote  being  taken  by  Messrs. 
M.  A.  CoopsR  and  Mathiot,  tellers. 

Hr.  COWEN  called  for  the  ^ders  of  the  day; 
but  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  on  whose  motion  a  change  was 
given  to  the  direction  of  a  bill,  the  title  of. which 
was  not  heard. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  committee  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  insisted  that  his  coUesgue  [Mr. 
Cowkn]  had  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  COWEN  asked  if,  after  the  orders  of  the 
•day  had  oeen  called  for,  it  would  not  require  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  with  unanimous  consent,  reported 
a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  GORDON  also  reported  a  Senate  bill  from 
the  Committee^ou  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRIGK3IS  withdrew  his  motion  to  go  into. 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 

The  SPEAKER  accordingly  announced  the 
question  to  be  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  in- 
habitants of  West  Florida;  on  which  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adims]  had  the 
floor. 

Mr.  COWEN  said  he  was  anxious  that  tbe  pri- 
vate business  should  be  proceeded  with;  and,  there- 
fore, he  raised  the  objection  to  this  bill,  that  it  was 
rather  of  a  poblic  than  a  private  nature. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bill  must  be 
considered  as  private.  The  Chair  could  not  un- 
dertake to  go  beyond  lis  rac«,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared to  be  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  private  citisens 
in  Florida. 


Mr,  ADAMS  inquired  iNiether  it  wotrid  be  in 
order  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  bill  undur 
tensideratien  until  to-ifiorrow. 

The  SPBAKBR  said  it  would. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  u»derstood  to  •xpreas  a  da« 
sire  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  cf  Pbihp 
Renault  should  now  be  disposed  of.  After  a  brief 
argument  against  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
aii  expression  of  his  desire  to  occupy  the  floor  on 
to-mono w  ^gainst  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  the 
princii^es  on  which  it  was  founded,  he  oondaded 
by  moving  its  postponement  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  be  had  no  objection  to  tbe  course 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaduiseits* 
{Mr.  AnAHs,]  provided  the  postponement  would 
not  hazard  the  final  acfion  of  the  House  on  tbe 
bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to  taka  piaoe* 
dence  of  other  l>u8iness. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
make  the  biH  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hairs  of  Philip  Renault. 
The  pending  question  was  a  motion  to  reconsider 
tbe  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  JOHN  YOUNG  (who  held  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
motion  to  reconsider,  and  in  favor  of  the  justice  of 
the  claim  of  Renault. 

Mr.  WBLLER  called  for  the  previous  question, 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  addressed  the  House  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  supported  the  claim,  and  was  (oU 
lowed  in  the  debate  by  Mr.  MOORE,  Mr.  STU« 
ART  of  Illinois,  Mr.  POPE,  and  Mr.  GUSHING. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGER80LL  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  the  questiorpostponed  for  a  week  longer. 

Mr.  GUSHING  made  a  motion  to  that  effect* 

Mr.  G.  JOHNSON  moved  the  previous  ques* 
tioD;  which  motion  prevailing, 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  January  31, 1843. 

Mr.  NEWHARD  presented  the  petition  of  Ja- 
cob Wilt,  of  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  for  a 
pension. 

The  SPEAKER  called  for  reports  from  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  OJd  Fellows  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL,  with  unanimous  consent 
presented  resolutions  adopted  by  tbe  Legislature* 
of  South  Carolina  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff; 
which  were  read  at  his  request,  and  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  several  Senate  bills,  without 
amendment;  among  which  was' a  bill  entitled  *'An 
act  to  extend  for  a  longer  period  the  several  acts 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States:"  this  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBEI^L,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  for  the-  payment  of  horses 
and  other  property  lost  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  it  be  put  on  its  third 
reading;  and  the  question  was  put  on  its  engross- 
ment. 

Mr.  GRANGER  and  Mr.  LINN  objected,  on 
the  ground  that,  if  it  did  not  make  an  appropria- 
tion, it  took  money  from  the  treasury,  aad  there- 
fore most  be  committed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  its  commitment  would  be 
tantamount  to  its  ruction,  and  therefore  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  previous  question 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  en- 
grossment. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  TURNEY  caJled  for  the  yeaa  ft&d  nays;  and 


C(m3fmssi(mAtM  atcr^fi. 
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tbefi  iv(mc  ordered,  nd  resulted— yeas  53,  nmys 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  wiutthen  taken  on  the  demand  for 
tM  pravions  qnesnoni  and  oarried  in  the  affirma- 
Hit: 

Hm  Mil  was  otdered  to  its  eagrowment;  and, 
Imring  been  read  a  tliird  time,  was  passed. 

Mf .  G0GK3IN  presented  certain  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  ttie  Creek  In^Uans  in  AlabuM;  which'  were 
3«(erred  to  the  Comaiittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CU8HINO,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AfRnrs,  40  whom  was  referred  the  message  of 
the  Presidsnt,-  in  relation  to  the  tonnage  duty  on 
flphttiBb  Tss^els,  reportea^**abt]l  concerning  ton* 
jmgr  dnties  on  Spanish  vessels:*'  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slalrof  the  UnloB. 

'  Mr.  RODNEY;  (h>m  the  Committee  on  RevcH 

Jntionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

.  Afli?  McGhure,  widow  of  the  late  Major  Thomas 

BfcGMtti  read  iwioe,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 

tee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  InTalid 
Bm^iona^  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sampson 
BfeDwnx  twiee  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
oflh0¥Fhole  House. 

Mr.  8ANF0RD,  from  the  same  committee, 
xmrtad  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Patterson: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  FOPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
leporlad  a  «*biU  fixing  the  boundary  between  Mis- 
abarf  and  Iowa;**  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer* 
itat  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD,  from  the  Committee  fer 
the  Dkuridt  of  Colunbia,  reported  sundry  bills  in 
jpeiation  to  the  lunatic  asylum  and  the  custody  of 
lunatics:  read  twice,  aad  referred. 

COMMODORE  AP  CATE8BY  JONES. 

Mr.  BOTTS  offered  a  resolution,  calUng  upon 
the  Secretary  qI  the  Na?y  for  all  correspondence 
«nd  information  in  that  department,  in  relation  to 
the  rumored  recall  of  Commodore  Thomas  Ap 
Cafesby  Jones  from  command  of  the  Pacific 
squadron;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  hoped  his  colleague  would 
not  press  his  resolution.  No  communication  had 
been  receir ed  from  Commodore  Jones,  owing  to 
ihe  distance  of  his  station  from  the  seat  of  Got- 
ernment;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  House 
would  wait  to  hear  from  the  Padfic  The  depart- 
ment has,  as  he  felt  assured,  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter. 

•  Mr.  B6TTS  said  he  would  wiUingly  withdraw 
his  resolution,  if  his  colleague  were  right  He  was 
induced  to  offer  it,  in  consequence  of  the  state- 
ment iU'tbe  Globe  of  this  morning,  in  relation  to 
the  allei^d  recall  of  Conunodore  Jones. 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  truth  in  the  ru- 
mor slated  ia  the  Globe— no  foundation  whatever 
^rit. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  understood  to  say  that  be  was 
'Under  the  impreraion  that  Captain  Parker  was  or- 
dered to  take  the  place  of  Commodore  Jones. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  be  saw  Capt.  Parker 
4>jk  yesterday,  and  that  officer  said  that  be  had  not 
been  ordered  to  the  Pacific  at  all.  He  felt  certain 
that  no  such  course  as  that  supposed  by  his  col- 
Jesgue  had  been  taken  with  regard  to  Commodore 
Jones. 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

The  House  then-  resumed  the  considcratioQ  of 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  WnfTBRopJ  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  ol 
the  nmjority  and  minority  report  from  the  Commit 
tee  on  Commerce,  in  relation  to  the  Imprisonment 
of  negro  seamen  in  Southern  ports.  The  question 
was  takes, •and  the  motion  adopted. 

The  BM>iion  to  print  3,000  extra  copies  of  the  re- 
port upon  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  heretofore 
submitted,  was  adopted. 

GEN.  JACKSON^  FINE. 

This  subject  came  up  as  the  regular  business  of 
the  morning  hour— the  gentleman  from  VirgiDia 
{Mr.  Bom  being  entitled  to  the  floor. 


Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  inquired  how  much  of 
the  hour  remained. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  twelve  to  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  if  the  Honscbad  no  objection, 
be  would  defer  his  remarks  until  Monday. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  subject  was  ps^sed 
by. 

Mr.  GTDDING3  here  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day,  but  yielded  his  call. 

EXTRA  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  a^ked  the  House,  by  general 
coDs'eiit,  to  take  tip  bis  bill  lo  prohibit  extra  allow- 
ances to  public  officers. 

No  objection  having  been  made,  the  bill  was 
read  as  follows: 

A  BILL  to  prohibit  extra  allowances  to  aoy  offleer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senale  arid  House  qf  Repreaimtafivu 
Of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Ccngren  aseembUd. 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Pr^ndeot  of  ^o  Uoitsd 
States,  or  either  of  the  heads  of  departments,  or  any  disbprsing 
officer  of  the  United  States,  to  settle,  allow,  or  pay  to  any  ofiV.er 
of  the  Government,  or  to  any  person  in  the  pay  or  employment 
of  the  Government,  any  additional  compeuosauoQ  oraUowance, 
or  extra  pay,  or  joer  centum  whatever,  in  addition  to  the  rsg u- 
lar  pay  orsach  officer,  or  other  person,  for  or  on  account  ol'aoy 
services,  of  whatever  nature  or  icind  they  may  be;  and  that  all 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  lite  provinons  of  this  net 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  an  amendment, 
the  object  «f  which,  he  said*  was  to  canry  oat 
more  effectually  the  prorisioas  of  the  bill.  It  pro- 
▼ided  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pret ident  to 
remoTe  anjr  officer. who  should  be  found  guilty  of 
Tiolating  its  proTisions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  bill,  and  contended 
that  it  would  be  likely  to  increase,  rather  than  re- 
duce, the  Dublic  expenditures.  Its  effect  was  to 
prohibit  cffieers  from  performing  extra  services; 
the  conaequence  of  which  would  be,  the  appoint- 
ment of  new  and  additional  officers.  He  argued 
that  extra  services  were  often  rvquired  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  officers,  for  which  they  ihoold  be 
paid. 

Mr.  CUSHING  wished  to  know  whether  this 
bill  had  the  absolute  right  to  be  considered  this 
day. 

The  SPBAKBR  said  that  the  bill  was  under 
consideration  by  consent. 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  then  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  said  it  teemed  to  him  tbat  this 
was  one  of  those  bills  which  demanded  the  consid- 
eration of  some  eommitteej  and  he  would,  there* 
fore,  move  tbat  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  ^  0 

Mr.  PICEBN7  understood  that  this  bill,  as 
amended  by  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  lim- 
ited the  power  of  the  President  in  regard  to  dis- 
missal from  office;  which  he  deemed  unconstitu- 
tuiional.  [Mr.  P.  was  here  informed  that  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn.]  Mr.  P.  had  no 
doubt  but  the  power  of  making  extra  allowances 
bad  been  greatly  abased;  bat  be  doubted  whether 
the  House  would  not  do  more  harm  than  good  by 
prohibiting  it  altogether.  He  bad  no  objiection  iq  . 
a  declaratory  clause,  which  would  point  out  the 
abuses  which  ought  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GILMER  was  afraid  that,  if  the  bill  was 
referred  to  any  committee,  it  would  not  be  passed 
this  session;  and  he  thought  it  iodispeosable  to  the 
preservation  of  a  pure  government,  or  the  rpstora- 
tion  of  a  pure  government,  that  some  such  measure 
should  be  adopted.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chu:etts  seemed  to  him  not  to  have  met  the  bill  in 
the  true  spirit.  It  was  very  true,  in  the  abstract, 
that  there  were  extra  services  which  would  entitle 
the  persons  performiog  them  to  an  equitable  claim 
on  the  Gh)vernment  for  extra  com pensatioa;  but  if 
the  gentleman  would  refer  to  the  facts  shown  in 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House  at  the  last 
ses&ion,  he  would  find  that  these  extra  compensa- 
tions, which  have  grown  up  into  such  an  alarming 
abase,  were  not  paid  for  extra  services,  but  for  the 
ordinary  services  which  the  Government  had  a 
right  to  demand  of  the  officers  receiving  them. 
Now,  he  would  grants  with  the  gentleman  from 
1  If  assachusetis,  that  if  the  Chief  Justice  should  be 


I 


required  to  take  the  comthnndof  ihfe  a!r«ft79'«» 
render  any  service  which  the  people  of '4|ie«l^iti0 
States  had  not  a  right  tacequine  from  hisa,  itat  ha 
would  be  entitled  to  claiin  extra  compctsailoa  for 
it.  So  afso,  iX  the  commander-ia  ckiief  of  the 
army  of  the  United  Stales  was  required  to  |Mrft»m 
any  civil  duty  not  within  the  line  of  his  official 
duties,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to  ckiffl  an  ax- 
tra  allowance  for  it.  But  the  faet  wasg  thai 
soldiers  had  been  allowed  extra  caapensa- 
tion  fer  performing  a  8oldier*8  duty^  and  eivil- 
ians  had  been  allowed  extra  compensation 
for  performing  their  civil  duties;  and  (hat  was  the 
great  evil  they  wivhed  to  correct.  The  practice 
also  of  aranting  extra  compensation  comprehended 
too  much,  discretion  in  the  executir e  departments, 
and  allowed  them  to  fix  the  compensations  of  th< 
public  ofhcers,  which  ought  only  to  be  done  by 
Congrei>s.  There  were  no  officers  in  the  public 
service  whose  duties  were  not  prescribed  by  law^ 
and  he  maintained  that  the  Qovemm^t  had  « 
right  to  demand  all  their  time,  within,  the  line  of 
their  duty,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  liberal  salaries 
allowed  then.  If  they  rendered  any  extra  ser- 
vices deserving  of  extra  compensation,  Congress 
was  the  place  to  apply  for  it.  Why  should  the 
bill  be  referred  ei  her  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  or  to  the  Copumiitee  of  the  Whole! 
The  House  had,  by  a  full  vote,  discharged  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  (be  farther  considerm^ 
tion  ot  it;  and  ii  was  now  before  them,  and  open  tq 
amendment.  All  the  members  of  the  committees 
were  members  of  the  House;  and  they  could  dis- 
cuss and  amend  the  bill  as  well  in  the  House  as  ia 
the  eommittee^rooms.  If  they  had  ameadmaita  to 
offer,  now  was  the  time  to  do  it.  He  hoped  the 
reference  would  not  be  made,  as  a  delay  of  the 
bill  would  probably  defeat  it  for  this  searioh.  It 
was  necessary  for  a  pure  and  honest  Govemmeni 
that  some  such  regulation  edbonld  beadopted.  There 
had  been  the  most  flagrant  and  outragjeoos  abaaes 
in  making  extra  allowances  to  officers  for  per- 
forming merely  the  ordinary  duties  of  their  stations, 
in  violation  of  law;  for  he  would  observe,  that  sach 
a  prohibition  as  was  contained  in  this  bill  was 
alreadv  on  the  statute-book.  The  passage  of  this 
bill,  therefore,  would  show  the  departments  that 
the  attention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
was  turned  to  the  subject,  and  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  correct  the  abuses  complaint  of. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  supposed  that,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  cnligtitened  minds,  there  were  not 
ten  persons  in  the  House  who  had  given  any  con- 
sideration to  this  bill;  and  yet  they  were  in  thia 
hasty  manner  called  on  to  do — whati  Why,  to  cor- 
rect abuses  which,  as  the  gentleman  who  introda^ 
the  bill  said,  had  existed  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Government.  Now,  he  look  this  ground:  tbat 
there  onght  to  be  no  legislation  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  long-standing  abuses,  without  reflecting 
deeply  on  the  evils  that  might  thereby  be  produced. 
Without  any  correspondence  with  the  heads  of 
departments,  bat  by  the  consultation  of  two  or 
three  members  together,  who  were  for  curing  all 
the  evils  existing  in  the  Government,  they  were 
called,  in  this  harried  manner,  to  legislate  in  the 
dark,  wiihoat  knowing  what  the  evils  were  that 
were  complained  of,  and  without  knowing  Whether 
the  cure  would  be  effectaal. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  opposed  the  bill  as  con- 
flicting with  existing  laws,  and  as  tending  to  put 
it  oat  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  make 
compeDsaiion  for  services  that  may  be  rendered, 
and  that  may  be  indispensable  for  the  carrying  on 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  J.  )L  INGBRSOLL  said  that  the  passage 
of  the  bill  woold  present  a  very  extraordtnaiy  in- 
stance of  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
They  had  now  before  them  a  bill  just  passed  by 
the  Senate,*pTovidiog  extra  compensation  for  the 
officers  who  were  engaged  in  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition; and  .while  they  were  considering  this  biU, 
(which  had  passed  one  body,  and  would  no  doubt 
pass  the  other,)  they  were  asked  to  pass  another, 
prohibiting  all  extra  compensations  whatever,  no 
matter  how  meritorious  and  indispensable  the  ser- 
vice that  might  be  rendered.  Mr.  1.  dsrelt  on  the 
important  services  rendered  by  the  officers  dt  the 
exploring  expedition,  and  the  privations  they  ea- 


cDiremsstoKAii  otoes. 
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AfMr  « taw  words  on  tbe  made  in  whicb  Ihis 
Mbjcet  hid  been  teought  ap,  he  advoc&led  iia  nnf 
■i^ul  ntbe  Commitiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  ibe  bum 
of  tlw  Union. 

Mi.  aBANQER  g»ve  gome  rensons  for  voting 
vjik  the  iltru  in  ibe  House  on  ihis  bill.  He  bid 
eppntd  (he  ndwuioD  of  the  ttmj  and  ihs  nkrj, 
WlMb  the  gentlemen  vbo  supported  Ibis  bill  had 
rfwHrlj  bat,  daring  n  long  peter,  a  qrBiem  bad 
p*«a  ap  in  tbia  GoTenunent,  of  making  eitra  al- 
l«TOceiin»d  n  feeling  had  arieen  throD|^  Ibe 
eannui^,  id  esnaeqaecae,  of  hoitilit;  to  Ibe 
ny  and  the  amfj,  which  were  ihe  glorjr  and 
I«le  sf  the  BftliMi.  Now,  he  Rdvoeated  tbia  bill 
fertbepnrpOM  of  analaining  the  arm;  and  (be 
itrj  from  ronherved actions;  and  he  veninred  (o 
wen,  tliai  if  Bome  racb  bill  bad  beta  in  riislenee 
btfore,  th;  redoeiioni  which  bad  laken  place  in  bet 
Kinj  and  navy  woold  not  hare  been  made. 

Mr.  G.  BBOWN  hoped  the  House  vonid  not  be 
IK^adierd  agninal  this  bill  bf  ibe  remaika  of  the 
gentknu  from  PennFjIraDia  [Mr.  J.  R.  Inaaa- 
Nu]  rcapeciing  the  mode  in  which  it  came  before 
ikem.  The  bill  was  ibere,  and  it  was  entitled  to 
anrndi  consideration  aa  if  it  had  been  irporlfd 
with  an  Ihe  formalities  (f  ibe  Hoase.  Of  ihe  bill 
iHelf,  be  said  It  was  worthy  of  Iheir  ailealion. 
Tbii  Hcmae,  with  the  other  branchra  of  the  Lcgis- 
liliite,  Szed  (he  pay  for  the  officers  of  the  army 
aid  of  the  amrj,  and  also  of  (he  clerks  in  ibe  de- 
ptrtmenii;  and  (hey  had  given  power  to  the  heads 
of  dtpaltmenti  to  allow  extra  compensalion;  and 
who  did  not  fanow  (hat  faToriiism  existed,  and  (hat 
the  power  which  tbey  bad  delegated  lo  others  bad 
ben  wrongfully  qsedl  What  was  Ihe  remedy  for 
Ihiil  &  ittj  plain  one.  Lei  no  officer  receive 
more  than  his  pay  for  services  which  be  may  ren- 
der; bat  if  be  did  more  than  was  coaiemp^ated 
when  Ibe  pay  was  fiitd,  lei  bim  come  lo  CoDgresa 
With  hii  claim,  like  ihe  officers  of  the  eiplortng  ex- 
peditkut,  tod  tbere  would  always  be  found  jasiice 
esongb  to  pay  bim  for  hia  extra  aerviees. 

BCr.  HOORE  said  (bia  subject  had  been  snffi- 
eieuiy  diseoMed  at  the  last  eenion,  and  therefore 
he  HDved  iha  prerions  qoeation. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  appealed  to  the  gendeman  to 
withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an  opporinniiy 
»  Nf  a  aingle  word. 


Then 


It  withdrawn,  and  the  pi 


btlngUv  Ibe  Hoaae  to  a  direct  vote  on  (he  engiosa- 
mtU  »t  (be  bill.  The  bill  was  ordrred  (□  be  en- 
gnaaedj  and  (In  question  reenrred  on  its  third 
TMdi^t. 

Hr.  MOORE  moved  the  previoas  i^tiestjon,  which 
watiecwided;  and  Ihe  main  qaesiion  wu  ordered 
ubepni. 

ne  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered 
OB  die  passage  of  the  bill,  and  resnlted  as  follows — 
jeai  151,  nays  15. 

TBU^-MMm.  MIm,  LuiKT  W;  Aadrawi,  Arnold,  Ar. 


iMh  kotam  UeClallw,  HcKij.  B^cSiniuiii,  MUi«rf.  Airnd 
XutulL  8wiui»  Muoi,  UiiliiDt,  HiibEWi,  Muucti,  Mu- 
wtll,  MijnEtd,  Hollll,  Htriixlher,  Miller.  Hiichell,  U«1^^ 
Ikrgu,  Nnrliud,  <M>OIB^  Onltr,  Pamitnur,  Pultktgs, 
ItjBxraMuoa,  nekann,  Pop*,  Pomll,  KuoMr,  B«i>mln 
BuhUI,  AlouSn  KuidiJI,  Haul,  E^log,  Roynoldi,  Kbiu, 

■g£BU,-fa:imM>lir«u>dcri.  St««ll,  alOeldi,  ei>d«,  Trurun 
Ui^  WUUajD  ■mills  aqp^er,  Buolr,  SUMund,  Alsiuder 
H.  H,  Btnin,  J(An  T.  SlBin,  Bwhwt,  Jaka  B.  ThumpHD, 
JhA  Ttumiwn,  Taratlnion,  Trlplcii.  Tnitil,  Totniy,  Xfoin- 
wwL  Vu  Bano,  Wnimi,  Wulihipon.  Wvumn,  Wnller, 
VMnak,  Chrkuphn  [).  Wlllluu,  Jonpb  L.  WUlluu 
WuhrapTVarki,  and  AuiHtuTouiK— ISI. 
■-—  "— n.  Adami,  Bsnuid,  Bumdl, Cnnsujn, Ca.li- 
b  B.  InHtBll.  Jvm,  Monoir,  Proflli,  Bao- 
ruihigliia,  Vm  ?*- ' -"^ " 


BSCOH81DBR&TION. 

Mr,  ARNOLD  said  he  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. He  believed  ench  was  the  only  qaestioa  on 
which  he  coald  get  Ihe  floor.  He  moved  a  recon- 
aideration  of  the  vote  by  which  ibe  bill  had  been 
passed.  HehKd  appealed  to  the  gcatleman  from 
Loniiiana  [Mr.  Muoai]  lo  wilhdraw  the  motioa 
lor  Ibe  prevloQ''  qaestion,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  offtr  an  ameDdment  lo  (be  bill;  and  that  genile- 
man,  though  often  in  favor  of  relrencbmeni,  and 
though  be  knew  wbat  he  (Ur.  A  )  intended  to  of- 
fer, refuMd  lo  accord  bim  the  privilege  of  miking 
an  amendment. 

Hr.  QIDDINQS  snggcsled  that  lb.*  gentleman 
should  postpone  bis  remarks  uniil  Uonday,  and  let 
(he  House  act  on  (be  private  bills  before  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  expressed  his  williagnesa  tospeab 
a(  some  o(her  time;  but  several  gentlemen  objected 
tc  a  posiponetnentof  (he  motion  lo  reconsider,  and 
be  was  obliged  (o  go  on  at  tbia  time. 

Mr.  MOORE  explained  the  reasons  why  he  bad 
relWd  to  wiibdraw  the  motisn  far  the  prefions 
question.  He  eonld  not  have  served  (be  gemle- 
man  from  Tenneasee  [Mr.  AumLo]  by  so  doing; 
became  (he  eDgroMinent  of  the  bill  had  been  or- 
dered, and  it  i^as  nat  liable  to  amendment. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  resumed,  and  addressed  the 
House  for  some  line  in  favor  of  bis  bill  for  redn- 
oiiig  Ibe  pay  of  members  of  Congre.'s  and  officers 
of  Ibe  Oovemment  SS  per  cent.,  which  bill  was 
proposed  at  the  last  session,  and  referred  to  (he 
Commi((ee  of  Ihe  Whole,  and  never  acted  on: 
He  complaiued  that  be  could  not  make  a  motion 
to  lake  il  up,  wittaont  being  laaghed  a';  this,  loo, 
when  Ibe  people  in  the  conntty  called  aload  for 
the  adoption  of  some  lucb  measure  of  reireneb- 
menl.  He  desired  lo  have  the  passage  of  Ibe  bill 
just  passed  reconsidered,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  attach- 
ing bis  proposition  to  it  as  an  amendment.  He 
argued  lb  at  il  wonid  redooe  the  eipemliiaK*  of  ihe 
Qovernment  four  millions  annually;  and  he  com- 
plained tbat  (be  Whig  parly,  of  which  he  had  been 
pioud  to  be  a  member,  bad  not  fulfilled  their 
pledges  of  retrencbment  and  reform  so  profusely 
made  in  every  portion,  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANLY  made  a  few  remarks,  theparpoii 
of  wbidi  was  to  correct  a  itatement  of  ihe  gentle- 
man from  Hew  York,  [Mr.  Oa^nana,]  ihat  the 
credit  of  his  having  accomplished  a  rratnclion  of 
Ihe  arm;  at  the  laie  session  was  doe  lo  tfaa  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  JoBNaoH.)  He 
bfld  that  all  the  credit  of  Ibal  measure  (if  any 
could  be  claimed}  belonged  to  Ibe  gentleman  from 
Ua^achusetls  [Mr.  Adimi.] 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  be  ikd  always  so  ac- 
knowTedged. 

Hie  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  sec- 
onded; and,  on  putting  the  main  qnestion  to  tbe 
House,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected  wiib- 
onl  a  division. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 
/  The  Honse  took  up  ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
)  InhabltaniB  of  West  Florida;  which  was  made  tbe 
special  order  for  lo-day,  anil  on  which  the  genlle- 
maa  from  Massachusells  {Mr.  Adihs]  bad  the 
floor. 

Mr.  ADAHS  addresseJ  ihe  House  at  same 
length  in  opposition  to  the  biil,  and  cundnded  by 
moving  'o  lay  it  on  ibe  table;  but,  at  Ibe  earnest  le- 
quest  of  Mr.  LEVY,  wiibdrew  the  motion, loal- 
lovr  that  genilEman  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
in  expiBiiation,aDd  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
i     Mr.   C.  H.  WILLIAMS  oOered   a  resolniion 


Ibe  organizslion  Lf  (he  mttilsry  divisions  of  the 
army  of  the  Uniied  S'aies  since  March  Isi,  1843; 
and  if  so,  the  reasons  for  sach  chacge. 

Mr,  BRiQQS  offered  a  re»ilnilon  calling  ao 
Ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  for  a  report  showing 
ihe  operation  of  Ihe  late  tariff  act  on  Ihe  revenue; 
which  W8>  adnpied. 

Tbe  House  Iben  adjoaned. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoHDAV,  Jannary  33,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ate a  commnnicatioB  from  tbe  Navy  Depinmeni, 
{  showing  Ibe  names  of  (be  perwns  employed  la  thai 


department  during  tbe  year  1S13;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  Ibe  (able 
and  be  printed. 

Also, acommunreatioD  from  tbenmedeparimeDl, 
in  eorapliance  with  the  30ib  section  of  iha  act 
of  1843,  showing  Ibe  manner  in  which  Ihe  con- 
tingeni  fui)d  of  that  deparlmenthas  b?ea  expended; 
andsbowing  ihe  amounlof  all  former  approptia- 
tions  remainiDg  in  Ibe  treasury,  and  in  me  hands 
of  disbafsing  agents,  lo  the  30ih  June,  1@43:  ordered 


tolii 


inted. 


Also,  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  commuoicalleu 
from  Ihe  Navy  Deparimeni,  made  in  compliance 
wiih  a  rtsolution  of  the  Senate  of  Ihe.Sih  instant, 
in  relalion  10  depredations  mit!e  on  Ihe  live-oak 
limber  belonging  lo  the  United  States,  and  poini- 
ing  out  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  to  prevent 
future  destruction  of  such  limber;  which,  on  moiion 
by  Hr.  HUNTINGTON,  was  ordered  (o  lie  on  (be 
t^le  and  t>e  printed. 

^t.  TALLUADQE  presenied  •  memorial 
iiom  New  York,  renanstrating  against  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrapi  law.  Mr.  T.  remarked  that  tbe 
letter  accompanying  the  memorial  showed  ihal  (btf 
lader  was  signed  by  most  iaflaential  aikt 
weaHhy  men  of  large  capital,  engaged  in  most  ei< 
lansivB  business  operaiions;  and  whose  purenittf 
gave  them  fall  opportunity  lo  acquire  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  operations  of  that  law:  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Commitiee. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  Jamea 
Smith,  praying  the  establtehment  ol  a  new  do* 
pailment  of^ovemment,  id  be  called  ibe  Depart- 
men!  of  AgricuUare,  to  take  charge  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest;  which  was  referred  to  IheCommiKCa 

Also,  presented  a 'memorial  from  citiaens  of 
Missouri,  resiaing  iu  tbe  Jackson  land  district, 
in  ibai  State,  praying  the  removal  of  the  land  ofi 
fice  from  Jackson  lo  Frederickionn;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  Ibe  Committee  on  Ibe  Public  Lands. 

Alfo,  a  petition  from  inhabiiaats  in  the  sonib- 
eastern  part  of  Missouri,  praying  an  ^ptopriaiion 
for  the  Survey  and  improvement  of  Spring  atul 
Qrand  river?}  which  was  referred  (o  (be  Commitlte 
on  Commerce., 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  [torn  dti- 
xens  of  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Haina,  praying  Ibci 
adoption  of  measures  for  placing  the  navigating  in- 
terests of  Ihe  United  States  on  a  more  equal  foot- 
ing wiib  those  of  foraiga  powers,  than  isiecnred  by 
eiisiing  treaties;  and 

Mr.  BATES  presenied  a  similar  memoTlhl  from 
Ghrshom  B.  Nestor,  and  others,  of  Massachosetts; 
which  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  adopted 
a(  a  meeting  of  citizensof  Ohio  conniy,  Virginia, 
83 king  Congress  to  make  a  large  issne  of  pub- 
lic stocks,  based  on  a  pledge  of  tbe  pnblic  lands, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Stales;  which  wu  referred  to 
Ihe  Commitiee  .on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presenied  three  memorials 
frum  citizens  of  Ibe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  Congress  to  adopt  ibie  plan  for  a  board  o( 
eicbeqaer;  which  wers  ordered  lo  lie  on  tbe  table, 
to  be  considered  with  the  bill  on  ihai  subject. 

Also,  presented  a  piriitiau  from  James  Gee,  a 
soldier  of  ihe  late  vas,  «  ho  his  received  a  pension 
for  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
ashing  Congress  for  ee.ria'n  arrears  of  pension 
from  uie  time  he  was  disabled  to  the  time  at  which ' 
he  received  a  peusloE:  referred  to  ihe  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Also,  f  rejrn'ed  a  memorial  from  Edward  Dex- 
ter, of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indem- 
nity for  the  capture  of  Ihe  schooner  B^isy  bj  ibe 
French  privateer  Cisalpine,  prior  lo  ISOO. 

Mr,  B.  said  this  was  one  of  tbe  CJtscs  arising  un- 
der Ihe  treaty  of  ISOO;  and  moved  that  ii  lie  on  Ihe 
table,  as  a  bill  bad  baen  reported  making  indemnity 
for  such  daims:  aereed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  certain  re^olalions 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  cession  to 
iheSiaie  of  Mary  land  ofthe  stock  held  bftheUniied 
Slates  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  which 
was  referred  to  lb«  Commiliee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 
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Air.  BAYARD  preeeoied  a  memorial  vigned  by 
3,000  iDhabitan(s  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  in  which  ihey  express  Ihe  opinion  that 
the  sectional  floating  dry-dock  is  superior  t.o  any 
other,  and  praying  that  a  dry-dbck  of  that  descrip- 
tion be  erected  at  Brocklyo:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  B.  also  prefei) ted  a  memorial  from  a  nam* 
ber  of  respectable  citizens  of  the  city  and  connty  of 
Pbiladelpbia,  complainiog  of  the  deranged  state  of 
the  cnrrency/and  saggesting  that  the  plan  for  a 
board  of  excbrqaer  wonld  farnish  some  means  of 
relief:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
•  Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  additional  docn- 
ments  in  reAtion  to  the  claim  of  Robert  Rodgers  to 
a  tract  of  land;  which,  wiih  the  memorial  on  the 
snbject  now  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  Rob- 
ert G.Shaw  and  others,  of  Boston,  praying  that 
there  may  be  sach  an  alteration  of  pur  treaty  stipa- 
latioos  with  foreign  gorernments,  as  to  secure  a 
more  reciprocal  trade;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Daniel  Weed 
and  36  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the 
constitational  rights  of  colored  seamen,  citizens  of 
free  States,  may  be  restored  to  them:  referred  to 
the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
lens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in 
faTor  of  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  a  board  of 
ezcheqner;  which  was  ordered  to  lijs  onthe  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  a  few  days  ago,  bad  instructed  him  to 
make  a  report  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Gorham  A. 
Worth.  Since  that  report  was  made,  new  evidence 
and  dbcaments  have  been  developed.  They  did 
not  change  his  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  reject- 
ing the  bill;  but  it  was  due  that  the  committee 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  their 
former  decision,  if  there  should  be  found  anything 
in  this  new  evidence  to  justify  it.  He,  therefore, 
mored  that  the  bill  be  taken  up,  with  a  view  to  its 
recommitment  tQ  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and  the  bill  was  referred  accordingly.    * 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  H. 
J.  Ramsay  and  others,  purchasers  of  public  lands 
in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  asking  for  relief  in  con- 
sequence of  the  patents  for  the  same  being  withheld: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  signed  by  a  number  of  large  com- 
mission merchants,  protesting  in  a  solemn  manner 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to 
the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  mrmoiial  from  in- 
habitants of  township  No.  41  north,  of  range  7, 
east  of  the  3d  principal  meridian,  in  Kane  county, 
Illinois, .  praying  for  the  relinqnisbment  of  the 
sixteenth  sections  of  land  reserved  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  the  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table— a  general 
bill  for  the  object  prayed  for  having  already 
passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
lavorably  to  its  passage,  the  joint  resolmioa  from 
the  House,  to  establish  agencies  for  water-rotted 
hemp  in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  aooendment,  House 
bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  o{  J?  mes  B. 
Sullivan,  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana.'* 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  a  report  (which  was  ordetf d  to 
be  printed)  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
ofthebill  from  the  House,  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans.^^ 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from 
the  House,  entitled  "An  actfonherclief  of  Samuel 
Ncely.»' 

Al<Oy  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee. 


with  sundry  amendments/  the  bill  for  the  leliefof 
Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fm.  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  commnnication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  th"?  Senate 'of  the  28th  ultimo,  statements  of 
the  revenue  from  imports  during  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year  1843;  the  outstanding 
appropriaiions  at  the  close  ot  Ihe  years  1840,  1841, 
and  1843,  respectively;  and  the  quantity  of  land  ad- 
vertised for  sale  since  the  4ih  March,  1840;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

•  • 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Sbvikr,  so  to  amend 
the  33d  rule  of  the  Senate  as  td  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment cf  a  new  standing  committee  to  take 
charge  of  Tenitorial  business,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  not  distinctly  heard. 

M^  KING  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  business  of  the  Territo-. 
ries;  but  it  struck  his  mind  that  there  could  no  great 
advantage  result  from  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
Ttie  Territories  had  their  delegates  in  the  other 
House,  who  were  pleased  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  Territories,  and  to  take  such  measures  as 
were  proper  to  advance  them,  both  before  the 
House  and  the  standing  committee  having  charge 
of  that  class  of  business.  He  thought,  so  far  as 
speedy  action  in  the  Senate  was  desirable,  that> 
greater  facility  would  be  given  by  the  several  stand- 
ingcommitteea  of  that  Ix^y  to  Territorial  business, 
than  could  in  all  human  probability  be  given  by  a 
regular  and  independent  Committee.  He  had  no 
great  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  it  better  for  the  Territories  that  it  should 
not  be. 

Mr.  SEVIER  thought  that  there  were  many 
local  matters  which  might  be  better  or  more 
promptly  attended  to,  if  there  was  a  regular  stand- 
ing committee.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  Terri- 
tories were  not  equally  entitled  as  the  District  of  Co- 
lambia  to  an  eiclusive  committee.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  wqs  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  ship-owners  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts, 
representing  that  the  mercantile  navigation  of  the 
United  States  has  suffered  materially  from  tbf* 
effects  of  the  existing  treaties,  and  the  arrange- 
ments between  t^i  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  Hanseatie  Republic^,  France,  Hoyand 
Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  respectively;  and 
that  those  treaties  and  arrangements  termed  recip- 
rocal have  not  proved  reciprocal  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  K.  said  the  memo- 
rialists to  asked  that  Congress  would,  so  far  as  the 
treaties  permitted,  make  such  regulations  as  would 
relieve  them  from  the  consequences  resulting  from 
these  relations.  Mr.  K.  had  no  doubt  that  the 
shipping  interests  of  the  United  States  had  been 
impaired  by  a  desire  to  extend  reciprocal  commer- 
cial relations.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Senate 
would  take  up  the  Oregon  bill,  as  the  member  from 
Kentucky,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  it,  was 
ready  to  proceed  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  Senate  would  dispose 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday — beins  the 
bill  for  th^Blefit  of  the  Petersburg  Riilroad  Com- 
pany. 

Some  debate  of  a  conversational  character  here 
aro-^c  on  the  priority  of  business.  Messrs.  EVANS 
and  GRA.HAM  contending  that  the  Petersburg 
railroad  bill  fhonld  have  precedence;  and  MeSvsrs. 
LINN  and  SEVIER,  that  the  Oregon  bill  should. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  company  would  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of;  for,  if  it  was  intended  to 
be  of  any  benefit  at  all,  it  should  be  passed  forth- 
with. 

Mr.  BATES  moved  to  take  up  the  railroad 
bill;  and  the  question  being  put  on  that  motion,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— -ay^  18,  noes  17. 
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Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  virould  have  bad  great 
occasion  to  regret  having  yielded  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  for  an  adjournment, 
when  this  subject  was  last  before  the  Senate,  if  It 
had  failed  to  come  up  for  discussion  to-day;  for  it 
was  a  subject  of  very  great  importance,  iot  only 
to  the  parties  who  were  to  be  immediatdy  benefited 
by  it,  but  to  the  community  at  large.  He  would, 
nevertheless,  have  been  contented  to  intrust  those 
interests,  great  as  tbey  were,  to  the  care  of  other 
gentlemen  in  that  body,  were  it  not  for  the  relatton 
in  which  he  stood  to  the  parties,  and  for  the  obser- 
vations made  on  a  former  day  by  the  Senator  from 
Pepnsylvania,  [Mr.  BocHiiiAif.]  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had,  iniiis  apprefaensioD,  given 
a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  untc^Mbleaess  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  was 
attempted  to  be  resisted,  when  it  (evincing,  as  he 
did,  the  utmost  solicitude  about  the  fate  of  the  biU) 
opened  the  debate  by  making  that  sort  of  appeal  to 
the  Senate  which  the  gentlemen  of  bis  party  al« 
ways  reserve  as  the  ukimm  rs<ie-*as  the  reason 
which  should  ride  over  all  /uher  considerations. 
The  gentleman  declared  this  to  be  one  of  those 
cases  (to  which  allusion  was  so  often  made)  of 
moneyed  institutions  successfully  struggling  to  so- 
persede  all  considerations  of  the  public  interest,  or 
of  public  faith.  The  gentlenun  from  Pennsylva- 
nia was  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  man  of  taste;  he 
knew  too  well  the  Qoratian  rule  to  fail  in  the  ob- 
servance of  it. 

He  (Mr.  Archer)  desired  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  what  had  been  made  the  subject  of 
anticipated  invective.  This  corporation  was  one 
which  was  instituted  for  a  great  agricnltaral  pur- 
pose, affecting  not  one  portion  alone,  bat  several 
portions  of  this  Union.,  The  gentleman's  own 
State  was  largely  interested,  as  well  as  that  which 
he  (Mr.  A.)  had  the  honor  to  represent  Nor  was 
this  all.  This  road  was  subservient  to  the  com- 
munication along  the  whole  seaboard  of  the  United 
States,  and  vitally  affected  the  interests  of  all  the 
maritime  States  of  th;$  Union — such  were  the  inter- 
ests involved  in  this  question,  and  not  merely  those 
of  the  party  claiming  relief  by  this  bill.  Aud  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  benefits  to  be  conferred  by 
the  bill  upon  the  party  who  were  applicants  for  its 
passagel  Did  they  ask  a  remission  of  duties  to  be 
granted  them,  to  which  they  were  not  now  entitledl 
Not  at  all.  The  iron  was  already  in  the  constry, 
or  wonld  be  within  a  few  days;  and  aU  they  asked 
was,  an  extension  of  the  time  for  laying  it  down. 

Even  the  laying  down  of  the  iron  mi^  be  com- 
pleted in  time;  but,  if  tbey  were  driven,  by  a  denial 
of  their  request — by  a  refusal  to  pass  this  bill— to  go 
on  within  the  limits  of  the  period  which  remained  to 
them  under  the  present  law,  what  wonld  be  the 
result  to  the  parties  and  to  the  community?  The  par- 
ties would  be  compelled,  impoverished  as  they  now 
were,  to  employ  labor  at  any  cost,  in  order  to  com* 
plete  their  work  within  (he  given  time.  This  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  inconvenience  to 
the  company;  but  it  was  not  the  company  alone 
which  was  going  to  be  affected.  A  portion  of  the 
great  Southern  road,  upwards  of  a  handred  miles 
in  extent,  would  have  to  be  taken  up;  and  the  com- 
munication along  this  great  artery,  which  connects 
the  North  with  the  South,  Suspended  for  the  period 
of  a  whole  month.  The  parties  asked  no  remission 
of  duties;  but  they  asked  a  remiision  of  expense, 
and  for  an  indulgence,  which,  if  conferred,  would 
avert  from  the  public  the  highest  inconvenience.     . 

Associated  wealth  I  corporations!  Why,  the 
company  asking  thin  indulgence  was  nearly  bank- 
rupt. He  (Mr.  A  )  had  a.'^ked  one  of  the  presi- 
dents of  the  company  at  what  price  his  stock  was 
sellin?,  and  his  answer  was,  *'At  no  price.**  Hie 
company  was  largely  indebted  to  the  State.  And 
such  were  the  moneyed  corporations  which,  ae- 
cording  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  were 
sure  10  obtain  from  Congress  whale rer  they  might 
ask.  He  denied  the  very  ground  on  which  the 
Senator  planted  himself.  The  privilege  now  asked 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  favorii^;  the 
iron-manufacturing  interests.  The  iron  manufac- 
turers of  Pennsylvania  would  not  sell  one  pvnnd 
more  of  iron  if  this  bill  should  be  rejected,  than 
they  wonld  if  it  were  passed.    There  was  aq 
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cmU  nst  The  hPnoimble  Senator  from  Peaasyl- 
Tiaift  bad  spoken  of  his  coociliatory  disposition. 
Did  be  not  pereeite  how  much  be  was  now  acttog 
oni  of  that  ehaiacter— >to  which  be  (Mr.  A.)  would 
rradily  agree  he  was  generally  entitled — for  he  was 
asking  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate  for  a  most  vindlc* 
ti?e  aetion  on  this  snbject.  He  was  asking  for  a 
sabjeetion  of  the  interests  of  the  whole  maritime 
frontier  to — what?  The  honorable  Senator  ha(t 
told  them — and  he  (Mr.  A.)  asked  the  par- 
tienUr  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  point — 
The  honorable  Senator  had  told  them  that  a  great 
company  had  been  recently  established  npon  the 
Alleghany  river,  for  the  man  nfactn ring  of  rail- 
rowi  iron.  So  all  these  sacrifices  were  invoked  by 
the  honorable  Senator— for  whose  benefit?  For  the 
hauAi  of  one  single  iron  mannfactnring  estab- 
lishment in  his  own  State.  This  was  his  notion  of 
jQstiee.  He  (Mr.  Arcier)  snpposed  that  the  in- 
terests of  these  corporations,  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  was  so  hostile — corporations  which  so  bserve 
agrienliare  and  eommerce — were  to  be  sacrificed; 
and  to  what?  Why,  to  the  ioterestaof  another 
eorporation*-an  iron  mannfactnring  company  ia 
Peanaylvaaia. 

*  When  tiie  disennion  in  which  they  had  been 
inTolred  in  relation  to  onr  protective  policy  npon 
the  passage  ef  the  tans'  bill  was  going  oo,  what 
was  the  appeal  then  made  to  them?  What  was  the 
design  of  the  gentleman  who  made  that  appeal,  in 
relation  to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
eonntiy?  Was  it  that  new' interests  were  to  be 
bnOt  np?  Or  was  it  not  rather  t)iat  the  old  and 
established  interests  of  the  conatry  should  be  pro- 
tected? At  that  time  there  were  none  of  these 
establishments  for  the  mannfactnring  of  iron  for 
railroads  in  existence. 

The  gentleman,  then,  in  invoking  protection  for 
these  iion  establishments,  was  not  borne  oat  by  the 
policy  heretofore  avowed.  Protection  was  intend- 
ed to  be  extended  to  the  old  and  existing  Institn- 
tioDS.  There  vas  scarcely  a  man  on  this  floor,  or, 
indeed,  anywhere— certainly  not  sonth  of  the  Poto- 
mac—who  would  have  dared  to  avow  the  doctrine 
that  it  was  intended  that  new  interests  shenld  be 
generated.  Bnt  admitting  It  to  be  otherwise— that 
we  were  bonnd  not  to  sacrifice  a  new  interest,  or  a 
new  industry  that  had  recently  sprung  up;— admit- 
ting the  fall  force  of  the  arguments  of  his  honorable 
friend,  still  they  would  have  no  application  to 
this  case.  It  could  be  no  breach  of  that  protective 
policy,  adfliitiing  it  to  extend  to  the  company 
whose  interests  were  advocated  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  to  say  to  the  Petersburg  company,  If  you 
do  not  transcend  the  time  limitcNi  for  maiking  im- 

Sortations,  you  shall  have  the  privilege  of  laying 
own  your  iron  when  yen  please.  The  true  intend- 
ment was  a  limit  upon  the  time  for  importation. 
A^  to  the  laying  down  of  tbe.iron,  it  was  wholly 
unimportant:  it  bad  no  reference  to  the  real  policy 
of  the  protection  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country. 

The  limitation  of  the  time  for  laying  down  the 
iron  sto^  merely  in  the  relation  of  a  penalty;  and 
iaferior  courts  of  justice  often  remit  penalties 
where  the  substance  of  the  obligations  is  iulfil- 
ed.  If  a  court  of  law  were  to  enforce  the 'penalty, 
the  court  of  chancery  would  interfere.  Congress 
was  the  highest  court  of  justice  and  of  equity.  Here 
was  a  penalty,  the  application  of  which  was  to  en- 
ure to  the  benefit  of  no  one.  They  were  enforcing  a 
penalty  in  a  case  which  was  not  reached  by  the 
policy  of  our  protective  tarifi*.  It  would  be  a 
sanctioning  on  iheir  part  of  the  vindictive  penalty; 
and  he  submitted  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether 
his  claim  to  the  character  of  conciliator  would 
not  be  endangered  by  his  strenuous  advocacy  of 
this  vindieiive  action.  It  would  not  only  not  enure 
to  any  public  benefit,  but  it  would  be  productive  of 
BO  sort  of  benefit  to  the  iron-manufacturing  com« 

J>any  ia  Pennsylvania,  which  was  the  only  estab- 
isbment  now  ntaoufacturing  that  sort  of  iron  in  the 
United  States.  There  should,  he  tbooght,  be  no  bei- 
itaUoB  on  the  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  believed  this  to  be  a 

bill  of  great  importance,  and  calculated,  in   its 

effects,  to  repeal  the  policy  of  the  late  jariff  law, 

•  ia  refereace  to  a  single  artiele,  without  a  modifica- 
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tion  of  the  whole  of  it.  He  wished  to  present  to 
the  Senate  his  views  upon  this  subject,  and  he 
would  do  it  as  briefly  as  possible.  He  had  no  in- 
terest in  this  bill,  which  was  not  common  to  every 
Senator.  His  honorable  friend  was  mistaken  if 
he  supposed  that  he  argued  that,  because  there  were 
one  or  two  establishments  for  tbe  making  of  rail- 
road iron  in  Pennsylvania,  that  was  a  reason  for  the 
rejection  of  this  bill.  He  had  stated  the  fact  mere- 
ly for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  Still,  it  was  important  informa- 
tion, and  well  worthy  the  attention  of  tbe  country. 
The  Senatoir  said  he  (Mr.  Buchaitan)  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Horatian  rule.  He  presumed 
the  role  the  Senator  referred  to  was,  that  he  never 
asked  the  interposition  of  the  gods,  unless  in  a 
difilculty  otherwise  insaperable.  But  if  he  should 
succeed  in  representing  to  the  Senate  his  ideav  npon 
this  subject,  he  thought  the  Senator  would  agree 
wHh  him  that  there  was  no  insuperable  difficulty  in 
the  case. 

It  appeared  to  him  a  perfectly  plain  case;  and 
notwithstanding  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
thought  ft  was  unworthy  of  argument,  he  doubted 
whether  he  would  be  able  to  succeed  in  refuting 
even  the  feeble  arguments  which  he  would  be  able 
to  present.  He  asserted  that  corporations  had 
great  power  in  this  country.  They^ere  never 
satisfied.  Que  decision  against  them  might  follow 
another,  and  they  were  always  ready,  like  the 
heads  of  the  hydra,  to  spring  up  to  new  life»  and 
persist  in  nrgipg  their  claims  upon  Congress.  If 
ever  a  question  had  been  settled  on  broad,  and  lib- 
eral, and  just  principles,  he  eontended  it  was  this 
question,  so  far  %s  corporations  were  concerned. 
Let  them  look  at  this  ease,  and  they  would  see  the 
respectable  Committee  on  Finance  reporting  a  bill, 
without  a  line  accompanying  that  report  for  the 
benefit  of  a  corporation. 

If  a  poor  old  soldier  applied  for  a  pension,  the 
question  was,  in  every  instance,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee; and  the  case  was  presented  to  the  tSenate 
in  an  ample  and  full  report  The  Senate  could 
not  tell  now  how  much  iron  was  to  be  laid  down;' 
they  could  not  even  tell  the  length  of  the  road  that 
was  to  be  relaid,*  or  how  mticb  had  already  been 
laid  down;  Uiey  could  not  tell  whether  thev  were 
to  release  to  thccompany  the  payment  of  |50,000 
or  |500.  They  had  the  naked  statement  of  the 
company,  which  conveyed  no  authentic  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  preceeded  to  review  the  history  of  the 
legislative  enactments  in  reference  to  this  compa- 
ny, and  argued  that  the  exclusive  privileges  granted 
to  it  had  already  occasioned  the  tax  npon  the 
community  to  be  increased  to  a  very  great  extent. 
And  now  the  question  was,  whether  a  second 
exemption  from  the  payment  of  duties,  to 
which  all  other  citizens  were  snbject,  should 
be  extended  to  this  railroad  company;  for  so 
far  from  its  being  a  mere  extension  of  the 
time  *  for  laying  down  the  iron,  it  would  in 
reality  be  a  further  release  of  duties.  He  was  far 
from  being  an  enemy  to  corporaiions  whose  pur- 
poses, objects,  and  views  were  for  the  puBUc  ad- 
vantage. He  was  far  from  being  an  enemy  to 
railroad  corporatiouf ;  he  believed  they  had  been  of 
much  service  to  the  country.  Bnf  as  to  the  influ- 
ence exerted  by  corporations,  it  was  plainly  visi- 
ble. The  Oregon  Territory  bill  was  laid  aside; 
the  question  involving  peace  or  war  was 
laid  aside,  in  order  that  this  measure  should  pass, 
and  that  tbe  railroad  company  should  be  put  to  no 
inconvenience.  When  he  as&erted  that  corpora- 
tion's had  influence,  he  was  borne  out  by  the  facts 
before  them.  Did  they  not  see  respectable  men 
a^ociated  together  in  the  form  of  a  company,  hav- 
ing an  object  to  accomplish,  bringing  respectable 
men  from  Virginia  to  advocate  and  support  their 
interests?  They  could,  and  did,  urge  their  claims 
with  more  impunity,  and  with  greater  pertinacity, 
and  with  better  success,  than  individual  citizens. 
He  did  think,  when  he  had  consented  in  1841 
and  1843  to  yield  to  their  demands,  that  we 
should  have  heard  no  more  of  railroad  companies^ 
exemptions  from  the  common  burdens  borne  by 
the  citizens  ^  this  country.  If  they  should  suc-^ 
eeed  in  passing  this  bill,  it  would  be,  as  he  said 
before,  bat  the  entering  wedge,  so  far  as  regards 
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Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  and  the  other  iron 
producing  States.  Whether  the  tariff  be  right  or 
wrong,  (and  he  was  not  going  to  discuss  that 
que^ton)^wheiher  the  principle  of  protection  be  ot 
l}enefitor  not— it  w&s  a  general  enactment,  de- 
signed to  have  a  general  application;  and  he  re- 
garded it  as  highly  improper  and  inexpedient  to 
fritter  away  that  law  by  special  legislation. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  desired  to  make  a  single  ob- 
servation in  regard  to  the  point  upon  which  the 
Sena' or  from  Pennsylvania  seemed  to  lay  all  tbe 
emphasis,  viz:  that  here  was  an  application  for  ex- 
emption from  the  duty  on  iron,  to  which  exemf  • 
tion  the  company  asking  it  was  not  entitled,  ae- 
cording  to  ttie  equitable  construction  of  the  law. 
It  seemed  te  him  (Mr.  R.)  that  the  construction 
given  to  the  law  by  the  honorable  Senator  was  al- 
together too  liberal,  and  that  it  did  not  satisfy  the 
equity  of  the  case. 

Mr.  RivBs  here  read  the  provision  of  the  stat- 
ute which  applies  to  the  laying  down  of  the  iron 
necessary  to  complete  the  road  previous  to  the  3d 
March,  1843.  It  appeared  to  him,  from  the  facts 
presented  in  the  memorial  of  the  Petersburg  com- 
pany, that  the  road  never  had  been  complet^  and 
that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  therefore 
inoorrelct  in  supposing  that  the  intention  was  te  re- 
new the  exemption  heretofore  enjoyed.  The  com- 
pany, it  appetred,  had  procured,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, very  light  iron,  which,  when  laid  down,  was 
discovered  to  be  entirely  unsuitable;  and  tbey  were 
consequently  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  a  new 
importation.  The  iron  had  not  been  worn  out:  it 
was  not,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  old 
rails  by  new,  but  of  suteiitnting  good  rails  for 
those  which  had  been  mistakenly  supposed  to  be 
sufficient.  It  seemed  lo  him  that  this  circumstance, 
instead  of  diminishing  the  weight  of  reasoning  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  ad^ed  to  it,  in  a 
very  considerable  degree;  because  the  company  had 
been  subjected  to  a  double  hardship,  and  had  in- 
curred considerable  Iqss.  He  thought  that,  in  a 
fair,  practical,  and  equitable  view  of  the  case,  it 
came  clearly  within  the  spirit,  if  not  directly  with- 
in the  leiter,  of  tbe  law. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  very  sorry  to  be  under  tbe  ne« 
eessity  of  saying  another  word  on  this  subject.  But, 
as  he  was  obliged  to  do  so,  he  would  confine  himself 
to  one  or  two  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BucpANAvJ  which,  he  conceived, 
applied  to  the  only  question  that  could  arise  as  to 
the  propriety  or  policy  of  the  present  bill.  The  • 
first  point  relied  upon  by  the  Senator  is,  that  this  is 
a  bill,  not  simply  for  extending  the  time  for  laying 
down  iron  imported  under  tbe  provisions  of  the 
tariff*  law,  but  to  release  the  iron  imported  by  the 
company  up  to  the  3d  of  March,  for  its  railroad, 
from  duty  altogether;  or,  in  other  word»,  to  make 
a  donation  of  |50,000  to  this  company;  because, 
as  he  says,  its  iron  is  not  entitled  to  the  exemption 
from  doty,  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
'provision  in  the  tariff  law.  He  thinks  we  are  giv- 
ing to  this  company  priyileces  which  do  not  belong 
to  it  niuler  existing  law.  This  argument  has  been 
answered  in  part  by  tbe  Senator  f*^om  Virginia, 
[Mr.  RrvEs,]  with  whom  he  (Mr.  E )  concurred. 
The  law  of  1841  allowed  all  railroad  iron  import- 
ed previous  to  3d  March,  1843,  to  c6me  in  duty 
free,  and  to  remain  exempt  from  doty,  provided  it 
was  laid  down  before  that  day  for  use,  where  it  is 
intended  for  the  construction  or  completi9n  of  rail- 
roads in  the  course  of  iconstruction.  By  the  tariff' 
law  of  1842,  railroad  iron  imported  and  laid  down 
for  use  up  to  the  3d  of  March,  1843,  is  exempt 
from  duty;  but,  because  this  provision  refers  to  the 
law  of  184i,  which  it  is  intended  to  carry  out,  the^ 
Senator  insists  that  it  is  confined  to  new  railroads, 
new  branches,  or  parts  in  cons'.ructicn,  and  not  be* 
fore  comp^letc.  He  coniends  that  th<s  rsilroad  is 
not  one  entitled  to  the  privilege,  because  iron  was 
laid  downtipon  it  before.  But  the  Senator  over- 
looks the  fact  that  this  company  was  only  trying  an 
experiment,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  business  or 
weight  of  transport  whidi  might  be  required;  and, 
indeed,  at  first  not  anticipating  anything  like  what 
has  come  to  pass;  and  imported  iron,  which,  on 
trial,  proved  entirely  too  light.  It  proved  so  unfit 
for  the  use  of  the  road,  that  the  comp&ny  has,  for 
a  few  years  back,  been  devoting  its  means  to  the 
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object  of  replcciBg  this  ligbt  iron  with  a  mdro  sub^ 
sUBiial  and  peitDanent  kind.  Uotil  this  i»  fnlljr 
aoeomplisbedi  the  road  is  not  completes  and  in 
wfMt,  k  not  in  letter,  it  is  entitled  to  the  privlleite 
of  the  law  of  1841,  recognised  in  the  law  of  1843. 
Another  answer  \6  the  objection  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator is,  that  the  act  of  ISii  txUndid  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  1841  to  all  raiiroad  iron  imported  and 
laid  down  for  ate  prior  to  3d  March,  1843;  and,  al- 
thoQgh  the  words  ''entitled  under  any  existing  law" 
are  ased,  it  does  not  exclnde  the  ccnstrociion  that 
kon  for  repairs  of  railroads  may  not  be  imported 
doty  free,  according  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  law  of  184S.  The  Senator  says  there  was  no 
eiisiing  law  which  entitled  this  company  to  import 
iron  for  its  railroad,  withont  payment  of  daty,to  re- 
place iron  already  in  use  that  had  before  been  im- 
ported dnty  ttte.  If  that  is  the  construction  of  the 
proviso  in  the  law  of  1843,  this  bill. will  not  affect 
It.  But,  the  Senator  will  say,  Why  para  it,  then, 
if  it  will  be  of  no  avail?  It  is  precisely  because  the 
friends  of  the  bill  think  it  will  arail,  and  because 
ibey  put  a  different  construction  on  the  law  of 
1849,  that  they  wish  to  pa»s  it.  They  wiwh  to  pass 
it,  because^  while  it  inflicts  no  injury  on  the  reve- 
nne,  (for  it  can  make  no  difference  in  that  particu- 
lar,) it  will  giye  not  only  great  convenience  to  the 
operations  of  the  company,  but  cpnfer  a  public 
benefit  on  the  country,  and  its  maira  and  commerce, 
by  preventing  an  unnecessary  interruption  and  sus- 
pension, for  an  indefinite  period,  of  the  intercourse 
of  travel  by  that  route  of  railroad. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  had  considered  all 
these  things.  It  found  that  the  iron  was  here,  and 
would  and  could  be  laid  down  by  the  3d  of  March, 
if  this  indulgence  was  not  granted;  that,  tfaierefore, 
ft  would  mtit  no  difference  to  the  revenue.  They 
construed  the  provision  of  the  law  of  1843  in  the 
spirit  on  which  that  law  was  based;  and,  taking 
care  that  the  period  of  importing  the  iron  duty  free 
should  not  be  extended,  they  conceived  it  reasonable 
to  extend  the  time  for  laying  down  that  already 
imported.  He  was  aware  tba^,  in  one  sense,  it 
might  be  said  the  time  of  importation  will  be  ex* 
tended,  because,  without  this  bill,  no  iron  would  be 
impelled  past  a  day  which  would  allow  time  for 
laying  it  down  prior  to  3d  of  Biarch;  and  that  iron 
imported  en  the  3d  of  March  might  be  duty  free, 
while  that  imported  next  day  would  be  subject  to 
dnty.  But  the  law  was  so;  and  the  conxmitiee  did 
Bot  propose  any  modification  of  it,  well  knowing 
that,  practically,  there  would  be  no  such  importa- 
tion up  to  the  day.  In  fact,  all  the  iron  ordered 
under,  that  provision  of  the  law,  is  either  in  the 
country,  wholly  or  in  the  greater  part— with  the  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  some  few  tons  in  port,  and  not 
yet  landed;  though  he  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  ordered  not  by  this  time  received.  The  bill 
proposes  merely  to  allow  the  company  till  Decem- 
ber next  for  laying  down  ibis  railroad  iron.  It 
does  not  prolong  the  time  for  importation.  It. 
makes  no  dififereoce  to  the  revenue.  It  will,  be- 
sides being  some  convenience  and  savini^  -oi  ex- 
pense to  the  company,  be  of  great  convenieoce 
and^aving  of  time,  if  no|  of  expense,  to  the  Qov- 
emment  in  continuing,  uninterrupted,  the  trans- 
mission of  the  mails;  and,  in  general,  to  the  public 
at  large,  interested  in  the  travel  or  commerce  of  the 
South. 

.  Mr.  BAYARD  asked  whether  the  bill  would 
have  reference  merely  to  the  iron  already  in 
the  country,  or  to  all  that  may  be  imported  up  to 
the3dofMarch1 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  it  would  extend  to  iron 
imported  up  to  ihs  3d  of  March;  but  there  would  be 
none  so  imported  beyond  what  would  come  in  duty 
free,  even  if  the  bill  was  not  passed.  The  existing 
law  goes  to  the  same  ozien  ;  and  the  committee 
did -not  think  proper  to  make  any  alteration, 
fully  impressed  wiih  the  conviction  that  there 
would  be  no  imponation  under  this  bill,  that  would 
not  take  place  under  the  law  of  1849. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  ARCH* 
BR  and  EVANS  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  by 
Messrs.  BUCHANAN  and  PHELPS  in  opposi- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed— yeas  30,  nays  19,  as 
followE; 


YEAB^Mannt.  Archer,  Berrien,  Calh«QD,  Oonrad,  Crafta, 
Crittenden,  Erane,  Fultoo,  Graham,  Hen<]eraon,  Kecr,  Kinc, 
McDuffie,  Bfangum,  Merrick,  RIyea,  Serier,  Walker,  Wooo- 
bridge,  and  Yoxmg'-QO. 

NaVB— Meaari.  Allan,  Bfttaa,  Bayard,  Benton,  Bochanftn, 
Clajrion,  Linn,  McRoberta,  Miller,  Marehead,  Pbelpa,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wikjox,  William*,  and  Woodbury— 19.. 

Several  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  were  then  read  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Among  them  was  one  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ri7es*S 
resolution  adopted  a  few  days  ago,  calling  for  the 
correspondence  between  this  Goyernment  and  that 
of  (Sreat  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  burning  of 
the  Caroline;  which  correspondence  the  Secretary 
of  State  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  as  desired. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  reports 
from  the  State  and  War  Departments,  touching  the , 
possession  of  the  Oregon  Territbry.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  communication,  remarks,  that  a 
letter  from  Thomas  J.  Farnham,  of  January  4, 
1840,  appears  to  have  been  transmitted  to  that 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  month 
of  May  following;  and  that  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month  a  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  American 
minister  in  London,  with  extracts  from  that. com- 
munication. As  the  President  was 'desirous  of 
knowing  whether  the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr. 
Earnham*s  letter,  telatire  to  large  grants  by  the 
British  Qovemment  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  of  supposed  grants  and  sales  of 
those  lands  by  that  company  to  individuals,  was 
well-founded,  the  minister  was  instructed  to  make 
application  to  the  proper  quarter  for  information 
on  the  subject.  In  presenting  the  matter  to  the 
British  Qovernmeiit,  he  was  assured  that  no  such 
grant  of  land  had  been  made  to  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  and  that  the  only  grant  which  had  been 
made  to  that  company  was  a  grant  of  exclusive 
trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of  North 
America  for  a  further  term  of  twenty-one  years, 
on  the  surrender  of  the  former  grant. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabic,  and  be  printed. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  un6nished  debate  on  the  passage  of  the 
Oregon  bill  was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  MORBHEAD,  being  entitlrd  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  Senate  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  He 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  its  presept 
form,  and  maintained  that  the  United  States  should 
either  take  this  step  now,  or  submit  \o  the  loss  of 
the  territory.  He  showed  that  the  provision  ob- 
jected to  by  other  Senators — that  -of  furominng  a 
grant  of  land  to  settlers — did  not  conflict  with  our 
obligations  under  the  treaty,  as  Great  Britain  never 
had  denied  our  undisputed  right  to  tame  territory  in 
Oregon.  Theic  was  not  one  step  proposed* to  be 
taken  in  this  bill,  that  we  were  not  fully  justified  in 
taking  by  the  construction  of  the  treaty  on  which 
Great  Britain  had  heretofore  acted,  and  was  at  the 
present  moment  acting. 

He  reviewed,  in  detail,  the  progress  of  the  British 
settlements  cn*tbe  Columbia,  from  the  time  of  the 
breaking  up  of  Mr.  Aster's  settlements  to  the  pres- 
ent period,  and  showed  that  the  whole  policy  of 
England  was  lo  encourage  a  British  population 
there,  as  the  exclusive  possessors  of  the  soil,  under 
the  calculation  that,  when  numerous  enongh,  that 
population  would  decide  in  favor  of  putting  the 
country  exclusively  under  British  dominion.  So 
unrestrained  and  rapid  was  her  advance  to  this 
consummation,  that,  if  it  was  not  averted  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  no  future  legislation  on*  our 
part  could  regain  oor  lost  ground. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  in  order  to  show  that  Eng- 
land's claim  to  any  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon was  of  recent  date,  read  from  the  parlia- 
mentary debates  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of 
Nooika  Sound,  the  arguments  of  the  ablest  British 
statesmen  of  that  day,  and  the  adorissions  of  the 
then  ministry  of  England,  that,  instead  of  gaining 
.  anything  by  that  treaty,  Graat  Bry/ain  had  lost 
whatever  dubious  claims  she  might  have  previous- 
ly bad  to  joint  occupation  with  Spain  south  of 
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Nootka0o«Bd,«]id«w  rcairiMcd  i»  herriflilflf 
fishing  and  trading  to  the  country  north  of  Nboiki 
Sound. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,     . 

The  Senait  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPR£9ENTATiyB& 

Monday,  January  33, 1843. 

.  Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petiUon  of  William 
A.  Palmer  and  36  others,  for  the  establiBhment  of 
a  mail  route  from  Jonesborough,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  Maine,  to  Palmer  (so  called)  in  the 
town  of  Machias,  in  said  county;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  EDWARDS  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Thomas,  Judith  Moss,  and  Claiborne 
Thomas,  praying  an  appropriation  of  land  scrip 
to  supply  a  deficit  of  ten  per  cent.,  allowed  to  revo- 
lutionary claimants  under  an  act  of  1835:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  indalgenM  of  tkt 
House  to  enable  him  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion in  reference  to  himself  and  the  CoMunitlce  of 
Ways  and  Means.  As  long  as  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  House,  he  had  never^  on  any  oeea- 
sion  prior  to  this  time,  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice  any 
newspaper  article  in  reference  to  his  own  condiM^ 
individually,  or  the  conduct  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  associated.  Nevertheless,  there  had  bee^ 
brought  to  his  notice  an  editorial  article  that  was 
published  in  the  Union,  a  leading  adminisiratioB 
paper  of  the  city  of  New  York,  under  date  of  Sat- 
urday, January  31, 1643,  reflecting  so  grossly  on 
blm  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  that 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  notice  it.  He  would 
send  the  paper  to  the  Clerks  table,  that  it  might 
be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House.  Mr. 
F.  then  handed  up  the  following  to  the  Clerks 
table;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk: 


**Thb  Infamt  ow  Faction.— Obo  of  the  mott  iaf«moas  i 

of  ftcUoQ  in  ttie  pleoitude  of  ila  power  erer  perpettated  took 
place  Attlie  Cepitol  of  the  United  Sutee  the  daj  before  the 
Committee  of  Weya  and  Means  reported  oo  the  rabjeet  of  the 
exchequer  bill. 

^It  had  been  aecertained  that  a  majority  of  the  more  Jibentl 
and  discreet  WhifB  were  in  favor  of  the  exchequer  acberoe  rec< 
ommended  by  the  Executire;  and  it  waa  funher  aaeertaloed 
that  it  waa  very  probable  that  the  Committaeof  W«f«  and 
Means  would  report  in  faror  of  the  bill  brought  forward  oy  Mr. 
Gushing.  These  facts  having  reached  the  ears  oftbeleadera 
of  the  Clay  faction,  a  cauona  waa  ordered  and  bolden^  and  went 
into  operation  the  night  tiefore  the  report  of  the  coounittee  was 
made. 

"At  the  opening  of  the  caucus,  it  waa  plain  that  the  majoricy 
of  the  Whigs  present,  weary  of  waging  a  redrteae,  utiprnfltal^ 
and  infamous  opposition  to  the  peopie'a  will,  had  deteminid 
to  go  forth  like  men,  and  soatain  the  Preeioent  and  the  ex* 
chequer. 

*'At  Uiis  stage  of  the  aflUr,  the  leaders  took  Chair  sUmmL  Md 
commenced  a  furleus  attack  on  tbe  President  and  the  Admie- 
istraiion,  and  denounced  them  l)f>tb;  and  havincjeot  up  modi 
excitement,  they  avowed  that,  if  any  man  as  a  whig  gave  the 
leaat  countenance  to  the  plan  of  the  Freaident,  he  weald  be  a 
traitor  to  his  party;  and,  aa  such,  abould  be  preaeotad  ta  hk 
country. 

"atill  manjr  of  the  more  discreet  and  liberal  Wbl^manifaal* 
ad  a  disposition  to  sustain  the  exchequer,  aod  ta  do  aomethhif 
to  relieve  the  emlMirrassmenta  of  the  nation. 

"At  this  stage  of  the  same,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clay  was 
brought  forward  and  read.  In  that  meet  preciovia  docometu, 
he  urged  that  it  was  the  duty  and  policy  of  the  Whiga  co  defeat 
the  excheq uer,  and  leave  the  country  to  sufTer.  'Let  tbe  paopla 
feelj'  said  the  writer  of  the  \eHeT  adroitly;  'let  themaofler;  ttd, 
casting  the  responsibility  of  the  aa  on  the  dioaldera  of  the 
Presioenfasthey  will,  they  will  soon  become  outrageona,  aol 
blight  the  vast  hopes  of  his  ascendency.  But,  If  you  give  them 
an  exchequer,  it  -may  relieve  them  somewhat;  it  may  affiird 
something  of  tl»t  pecuniary  aid  they  seek,  and  the  WUca  wlU 
b9  divested  of  the  eapiial  they  work  upon.'  Such  waaihaaab- 
stance,  if  not  the  very  letter,  of  the  epistle;  and  it  was  not 
without  its  eflect  A  long  aod  animated  debate  ensued;  md, 
finally,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeaa  aod  oaya.  It  waa  nac 
known  what  was  the  exact  vote;  but  it  is  known  that  tba  ml* 
nority  was  very  strong,  and  that  the  noajority  in  favor  of  fai« 
atructing  in  cattetu  the  Committee  of  Wava  aod  MaaiM  to  ra* 
port  againat  (he  exchequer  did  not  exceed  four  vaTee. 

**A  majority  obtaioM,  after  everything  like  arauroaoLoMa* 
ace,  and  denunciation  had  been  exbauated;  and  Mr.  Clay's 
white  Charliea  defeated  the  exchequer  bill  in  caoeoa,  bound  Id 
chaloe  one  of  the  moat  important  atandiog  committaaa  of  tba 
national  Congreas,  and  de()rived  tbe  nation  of  aa  opportimity 
of  even  discussing  a  bill,  in  the  fate  of  which  tbe  nnnpluran, 
theintereets,  and  the  future  splendor  of  the  whole  natiOB,  ata 
involved. 

"If  the  exchequer  bill  had  not  been  defeated  by  the  caucus— 
if  it  liad  been  permitted  to  be  introdttced  to  Coiwreaa,  where  tt 
legitimately  belonged— it  woukl  havepesasd  by  um  voisa  of  the 
Democracy,  aided  by  thoee  of  the  supporters  of  tba  Adinioia* 
tration,  and  the  support  it  would  have  oiKalned  at  tha  ba^  of 
the  more  liberal  Wnigs.  But  Mr.  Clay  oidaloed  Chat  ^peo- 
ple sbouM  aulTer;  his  slaves  in  Congrawcoosiiaairoatadthiait; 
aod  let  the  infamy  of  the  deed  reet  oo  the  aboQldera  of  tba  an- 
principled  of  the  Whigs,  and  him  who,  aa  Mr.  Rahdolph  of 
Roanoka  fitly  and  eloquently  aald,  atieoiptad  to  aaatahi  hftiwif 
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.57 c   »-.-    ' ^  fowntog*  eoftUtioQ  \mimem  the  pwitaD  aod 
tbt  bUcklttf. 

'^i^  American  people  read  iind  see,  to  their  utter  imtEe- 
BMfN,iMt  a  eaiacua  or  unprincipled  demagoguee  at  Washing- 
too,  aMing  at  (he  nod  of  Mr.  Clay,  can  aad  do  blight  and  dose, 
cnte  tba  deareat  and  holiest  interests  of  the  naUoo.  Let  them 
read  and  know  theae  things;  and  then,  If  they  be  true  to  them* 
alvaa,  lactliem  advunce  m  solid  oolumna  to  the  rescue  of  an 
a^ohiktiatioo  that  is  eotitled  to  erery  man's  confidence,  re- 
spect, and  approbation.** 

Mr.  P.  desired,  also,  that  an  article  in  the  Mad- 
iMmian  of  this  morniag,  on  the  same  sobject,  might 
be  read. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know  whether  this  was  a 
privikged  question,  and  whether  it  had  preference 
orej  tu&  business  of  ihe  House. 

TheSPEAXBR  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  YMpfMc.  Fillmorb]  asked  leave  to  make  it 
personal  explanation;  and  permission  was  granted 
him  by  the  general  consent  of  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  only  wished  to  know  whether 
this  was  a  priyileged  qnestion.  He  ^rtainly 
ahonld  not  object  to  extending  to  the  gentleman 
the  issftl  «oanesy  of  the  Hoobo. 

The  article  from  the  Btadisonlan  was  then  read 
asfoUowa: 

NbwYobx,  January  19,J913. 

Oat  of  the  moat  disgraceful  acta  that  erer  distinguished  a  lac- 
liao,  acconad  at  Wasfaiogton  a  few  days  prior  to  the  utteriog 
•(  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  refer- 
aQoatothaezchoquer  bill.  ^ 

It  ia  a  aomawlkat  roundabout  way,  to  be  sure,  to  get  facia 
bsfois  the  pokkUc,  that  transpire  at  Washington,  to  seod  this 
fimm  New  xork  to  the  American  metropolis;  but^  as  thore  ace 
ohitaclaa  beta  in  the  way  of  free  communication,  and  as  the 
tect  1  wi^  to  get  to  the  world  is  important,  1  send  it  to  you*- 
aod  hare  I  stale  it. 

The  night  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  to 
ftpertoo  the  axclieqoer  bill,  a  "caucus'*  of  the  Whigs  was 
held,  and  Ihe  solMect  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Aner  coaaultauon  and  debate  liad  been  hail,  it  was  found 
that  there  waa  a  strong  aod  a  determined  dispokitiop,  on  the 
psitafthe  Wbiga,  to  report  fiavorabty,  and  to  vote  in  futor  of 
the  bill.  Indeed,  there  was  a  majority  of  the  caucus  in  (avor 
of  sQch  aa  issue.  In  the  midst  of  diis  state  of  feeling,  ii  was 
argad  by  unprincipJed  leaders  that,  If  the  bill  found  a  iarora- 
%la  rsport,  aod  ahould,  by  any  chance,  be  atlopted,  it  would  at 
ooceMMira  the  popularity  of  tlie  Administration,  and  facilitate 
Ite  pnisperiiT  ol  the  Presidenu  Thjs,  of  itself,  in  all  proba- 
tUby,  would  havo  been  enough  to  damn  the  bill,  and  securenhe 
delMtoftte  ezchoquer  scheme:  but  other  aids  were  called  in 
U>  onaannuswie  the  unprincipled  baseness  of  the  Whiga. 

To  complete  the  work  of  iniquity,  a  letter— written,  as  it  i« 
Slid,  by  Mr.  C!ay— dated  at  NatcheXi  waa  read,  in  which  it  was 
unMthac  Coograaa  ought  to  linger  on  till  the  4th  of  March,  do 
HMotDglbrthecoantry,  and  thus,  by  "applying  the  screws  to 
the  whole  ooouiierce  and  bualneai  of  the  nation,  rouse  it  to  in- 
d%MHlao  towacd  fliePreaidsot,  aod  thus  aid  the  towering  ambi- 
^  if  the  Kefttocky  candidate  for  the  Presideney." 

My  sources  of  information  are  correct  aod  authentic;  and  the 
fiCBi  hen  suted  cannot  be  denied  by  the  Whigs  in  Congress. 

But  for  tlie  acts  of  the  Whig  caucus,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aodMeana  woald  have  reported  the  exchequer  bill,  on  the  basis 
of  the  schema  preseoted  bv  the  Ezecutire:  irwouid  have  been 
taken  up  in  the  House,  ana  been  adopted  by  the  rotes  of  the 
Bfltaooata,  aided  ^  the  liberal  Whigs. 

Itea  tieisare  «  too  much  consequence  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  be  kept  back;  and  they  abould  be  heralded  to 
the  world,  that  the  cltisens  of  the  United  States  may  know  how 
H  Is  that  they  are  Imposed  upon,  and  saddled  with  embarraas- 
manli  of  the  moat  dtatreaaing  and  blasting  nature. 

The  House  wonld  perceive  that  Fery  grave  and 
serious  charges  were  brooght  again&t  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  on  their  reporting  against 
the  ezebcqaer.  TThe  Arst  charge  in  the  article  in 
te'Ilew  York  Union,  and  reiterated  ia  the  Madi- 
•oaiaa,  was  this: 

•  *It  had  been  ascertained  that  the  majority  of  the  more  liberal 
and  diseiasi  Whigs  were  in  faror  of  the  exchequer  scheme 
leeommeoded  by  theExecoii?e;  and  it  was  furtiier  ascertained 
that  tt  was  very  probable  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Maaoa  would  report  In  favor  of  the  bill  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  CttsMng.  Tqia  hct  haring  reached  the  ears  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Clay  faction,  a  caucua  was  ordered  and  holden,  and  went 
teio  operation  the  night  before  the  repon  of  the  committee  was 
made." 

In  regard  to  the  single  fact  there  staled,  he  de- 
sired to  say  that  the  r^ort  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  this  sobject  was  made  on 
Monday  morning;  .so  that,  if  the  eaacos  was  held 
on  the  night  preceding  that  report,  it  must  have 
been  held  on  Sunday  evening.  No  cancus,  how* 
ever,  was  held,  on  that  or  any  other  subject,  to  his 
knowledge;  and  no  communication  came  to  bis 
knowledge,  from  any  source,  showing  that  a  Whig 
enetis  had  been  held  directing  that  report  to  be 
made. 

The  next  charge  was: 

"Atlfea  opening  of  the  caucus,  it  waa  plain  that  a  majorit 
of  ila  whigs  present,  weary  of  waghig  a  recklv>i  unprofitable. 

'  aodJotoaoa  oppoaition  to  the  people's  will,  had  determined 
IPIoliarth  like  men,  and  stistaio  this  Preaident  and  the  ezche* 
Vit.  At  thia  ttage  of  the  affair,  the  leaders  took  their  stand, 

.  "nd  eooinanced  a  furious  attack  on  the  Preaident  and  the  Ad- 
miiiwudop.  and  denooaced  them  both;  and  baring  got  pp 

.  jpw^  avdMmeot,  they  avowed  that,  if  any  man,  as  a  whig, 
ftvTtbtf  leMCeounteoance  to  Uia  plan  of  the  Preaideot,  he 


woald  bea  traitov  taiiia  partyiaod,  assuch,  be  presented  to  hit 
country." 

He  had  only  to  say,  in  reference  to  that  charge, 
that  ha  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  had  no  belief 
that  anything  like  it  ever  took  place;  and  he  chaU 
lenged  any  one  to  rise  in  bis  place,  and  say  that 
be  could  prove  it  to  be  true. 

The  next  charge  was,  *<that  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clay 
had  been  produced  and  read  at  the  caucus,*^  Ac 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  paragraph  on  that  subject 
above  quoted.]  To  this  he  could  only  say  that  he 
knew  not  what  Mr.  Clay's  sentiments  were  on  the 
subject;  that  he  never  heard  that  Mr.  Clay  wrote  any 
letter  on  the  subject;  and  that  no  such  letter  of  Mr. 
Clay  was  ever  presented  at  any  Whig  caucus  at 
wb^ch  he  was  present;  nor  spoken  of,  nor  alluded  to. 
The  only  knowledge  he  had  of  Mr.  Clay^  sentiments 
on  the  subject,  was  that  general  knowledge  derived 
firom  observing liis  political  course  of  conduct. 

Having  denied,  as  he  did  peremptorily  and  em- 
phatically, any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he  had 
only  to  say  further,  that  all  the  statements  contain- 
ed in  the  two  articles  to  which  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  were,  so  far  as  he  bad 
any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  unequivocally  false. 
If  any  members  here  knew  any  facts  or  circum- 
stances sustaining  tbem,het>egged  that  ibey  wookl 
bring  them  out.  It  was  due  to  the  subject,  and 
due  to  the  country,  that  they  should  speak  out,  if 
they  had  anything  to  say  on  the  subject.  In  jus- 
tice to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he 
would  say  that  they  took  up  the  subject  of  the  ex< 
chequer  with  a  sincere  desire  to  recommend  V,  or 
some  similar  measure,  to  the  House;  and  it  was 
after  the  most  mature  and  serious  consideration 
that  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could 
only  perform  their  duty  to  the  country  by  recom- 
mending its  rejection.  He  did  not  know  tna't  his 
duty  to  himself,  or  to  tbe  committee,  required  that 
he  should  say  more.  If  there  were  any  members 
present  who  bad  any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he 
would  say  that  it  was  their  duty  to  communicate  it 
to  the  world.  Mr.  P.  was  also  understood  to  ask 
if  any  of ''the  guard^'knew  anything  of  the  mat- 
ter, that  they  would  rise  and  disclose  it. 

Mr.  WISE  inqnired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  by  his  last  allnsion-— which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
thought  was  at  least  gratnitous — meant  to  impute 
to  him,  or  any  of  the  other  members  of  "the 
guard,"  as  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to  call  them, 
any  part  or^lotia  the  pablicatioB  in  the  Unkm, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  not  meant  to  im- 
pute  to  any  one  of  those  gentlemen  either  part  or 
lot  in  so  dishonorable  a  transaction. 

Mr.  WISE  taid  he  knew  no  more  about  that 
publication  tb%n  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
did:  he  saw  it  for  .the  first  time  this  morning  in  the 
MadUoniam  and  he  was  astonished,  or  he  might 
have  been  astonisned,  at  the  facts  there  detailed, 
whatever  little  foundation  there  might  be  at  the 
present  time  for  such  statements;  yet,  looking  at 
tbe  past,  he  did  know — and  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves bad  confessed  bf  fore  the  coon  try  by  the 
adoption  of  a  report,  which  they  adopted  by  a 
majority,  he  believed,  of  100  to  60,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  in  which  they  set  forth  the  fact 
in  reference  to  a  fiscal  agent**— that  a  caucus,  and 
nothing  but  a  caucus,  by  its  machinery,  did  con- 
trive the  legislation  of  Congress;  that  a  caucus 
sent  its  agent  to  the  President,  to  know  what  his 
will  was,  in  order  that  they  migh^  contrive  their 
legislation;  or,  in  the  language  of  their  own  report, 
or  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  at  the  la«t 
session,  that  they  might  conform  their  action  in 
compliance  with  the  executive  wilt.  He  had  now 
only  to  say,  on  this  matter,  that  he  congratulated 
tbe  gentlemen  if  tbey  thought-rand,  whether  this 
was  false  oc  true,  he  knew  noi — {hat  if  it  was  true, 
it  would  be  disgraceful:  he  congratulated  himself 
that  they  had  awakened  to  true  sentiment5;and  that 
if  a  caucus  should  dictate  to  the  Houi»e  what  its 
legislition  should  be,  it  would  be  disreputable  to 
that  standing  committee  (of  Ways  and  Means) — 
that  it  would  be  disreputable  to  its  chairman,  [Mr. 
F1LI.M0RB,]  and  disreputable  to  the  party  which 
thus  conducted  tbe  legislation  of  the  country. 
Whether  the  gentleman  and  his  party  bad  been  in 
past,  or  in  the  present  instance,  so  guilty,  let  the 
world  jndge  from  the  report  which  they  had  adopt- 
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ed;  in  which  it  Was  stated  by  themselves  that  thif 
did,  in  an  informal  manner,  send  the  emissary  of  a 
oaacas  on  theaabject  of  a  fiscal  agent,  toaseer* 
tain  how  they  might  comply  wiih  the  BxeentlTe 
will.. 

He  did  not  wish  to  ^nsume  the  time  of  the 
House;  nor  should  he  have  risen,  bnt  for  the  alia- 
sion  to  himself,  aod  five  other  gentlemen  on  that 
floor;  and  he  woald  conclude  now,  by  moving  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  parpoaa 
of  taking  up  the  exchequer  bill  reported  by  the  ae- 
lect  committee  at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  they  would  have  aa 
opportnniiy  to  discuss  the  whole  subject;  and  after 
the  committee  had  reported  to  the  House,  they 
would  be  able  to  determine  who  was  for  actioa,' 
and  who  was  against  action  on  that  subject  He, 
for  one,  did  not,  on  bis  part,  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  tbe  House,  or  10  waste  it  by  this  negative 
action.  He  hoped  the  gentlemen  would  go  to 
business  like  men,  take  bp  Ihe  exchequer  bill,  and, 
by  their  own  action,  show  the  truth  or  ftdsehood  of 
these  statements  in  relatiun  to  their  conduct. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  inquire  if  there  wad 
not  a  special  order  tor  to-dayl 

Tbe  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  fh  the 
negative. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  must  certainly  be  a 
mistake. 

The  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  consult  the 
journal. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  in  the  mran  time, 
asked  |>ermission  to  present  to  the  House  a  memo« 
rial  from  Philadelphia  in  favor  of  the  exchequer 
scheme  recommended  by  the  5elect  committee;  and 
he  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  that  bill  iti  charge. 

He  also  asked  leave  to  present  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia  in  fa^ 
vor  of  tbe  prosecution  of  the  coast  survey;  which 
was  referred  lolbe  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Clerk,  having  consulted  the  journal,  re- 
ported that  the  special  order  wits  for  Monday  next, 
the  30th  instant. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  ondtrstood  that  Monday  the  30th 
was  set  apart  for  Territorial  business. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  was  certainly  a 
mistake,  and  it  had  occurred  thus:  Tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  brought  in  their  report  on 
Monday,  two  weeks  ago,  on  the  subject  of  the 
exchequer  scheme  of  the  President;  and,  amongst 
other  things,  propo)^  its  postponement  until  Mon« 
day  two  weeks,  (this  day,)  and  that  4t  be  made  the 
special  order  for  that  day.  It  would  now  be,rec« 
ollected  that  the  quesion  went  over  until  the  next 
day,  (Tuesday,)  and  thus  the  error  had  occurred; 
Monday  two  weeks,  being  Monday  the  30th  in* 
Slant. 

Mr.  GUSHINQ,  to  get  rid  of  tbe  dlfilculty,  moved 
to  postpone  tbe  special  order,  (if  there  were  one 
for  to-dayO  that  the  House  might  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURNELL  and  Mr.  GIDDINOS  were  un- 
derstood to  present  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  deeming  this  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  BOTTS  ro^e  and  said  he  wished  to  make 
a  remark  on  a  subject  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  a  few  days  ago,  as  on  a  privileged 
question.  He  alluded  to  the  vote  taken  in  rda- 
tion  to  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the 
subject  of  the  imprisonment  of  colored  seamen  ia 
S.  uthem  ports.  That  vote  was  passed  without  much 
attention,  or  he  certainly  should  have  opposed  it 
at  the  time.  It  was  enough  to  say  that  neither  report 
was  read  to  the  House;  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
commit  himself  on  such  a  subject,  or  to  give  it  his 
sanction,  until  he  had  fully  examined  it;  nor  did  be 
wi^h  that  it  should  receive  congressional  sanctioa 
by  an  order  for  the  printing  of  an  additional  num- 
ber. If  it  would  have  the  tendency  to  allay  ex- 
citement, he  would  not  object;  but  as  he  did  not 
conceive  such  would  be  tbe  result,  he  now  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  5,000  extra 
copies  of  those  reports  were  ordered. 

Some  irregular  conversation  ensued;  in  the  midst 
of  j¥hi^,  it  was  understood  th«it  some  |ieatleat<^ 
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■mved  to  lay  the  question  of  reeon^deiaiion  on  the 
iftb'e. 

Bir.  WISE  ioquired  what  the  qatstion  in  thMe 
reports  was,  before  he  roted  oq  this  motion.  He 
wished  simply  to  ioqaire  if  it  was  not  a  diseossion 
whether  a  sovereign  State,  had  the  ^wer  tOvprt- 
▼eot  free  negroes  from  retaming  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Uoderanaci  of  the  L^islatnre  of  Vir- 
ginia, she  prohibited  free  negroes  retumiog;  and 
ander  that  law,  some  colored  seamen,  who  bad  en- 
tered her  ports,  had  been  arrested;  and  be  wished  to 
know  if  these  reports,  and  the  bid  accompanying 
one  of  them,  ^ere  to  prevent  Virginia  from  say* 
ing  who  shoald  enter  within  her  limit»1 

Mr.  KINQ  rose  to  make  some  remarks;  bat 
"^  The  SPBAKBR  said  a  motion  bad  been  made 
to  lay  the  reconsideraiion  on  the  table;  and  that  was 
not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  mot'on  to  lay  on  the 
table  shoald  prevail,  if  it  woald  not,  in  effect,  sanc- 
tion the  printing  of  the  5,000  extra  copies? 

Some  conversation  ensnld. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  for,  and 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — ^jeas  85,  nAys 
119,  as  follows: 

YEAB— Meam.  AdAma,  Allen,  8.  J.  Andrews,  Aycrigg 
BftbcoiS,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Brewfter,  Brigja.  Bronaon.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bu'mell,  Cal. 
houn,(  Ohilda,  Chiitenden,  John  C.  Ctark,  3talej  N.  Clarke, 
Cowen,  Oranafon,  Oravena,  Garreii  Davis,  R^  D.  DaTia,  John 
Edwarda.  Everett,  Ferris,  Feaaenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence 
Foater,  Ga^es,  Giddioga,  Patrick  O.  GooJe,  Granger,  Halated, 
Henry,  Hudaon,  Hunt,  James  IrWn,  William  W.  Irwin, 
James,  baac  D.  Jonea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Linn,  McKennan,  Maihioi,  Mauocka,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Morgan,  HoAria,  Morrow,  Oaborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph.  Read, 
Ridgwrr,  William  Ruaaell,  Jaroea  M.  RuaaaJI,  daltonstall, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Bianly,  Siokely,  Tomlinaon,  Tripleit, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Renaselaer,  Washington,  Edward 
D.White,  Jdaeph  L.  White,  Thomaa  W.  Wiliiama,  JoMiph 
L.  Wiliiama,  Winibrop,  Yurke,'  Anguatua  Young,  and  John 
Young— 85. 

Nays— Meaara.  t.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Aiher- 
ton,  BeesoA.  Bidlack,  Black,  Botta,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Millo.i  Brown,  Burk«,  WUIum  Butler,  William  O. 
BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  O.  Caldwell,  John  Camp, 
bell,  William  B-  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutheia, 
Gary,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Cliflurd,  Clinton,  CoJea,  Maik  A. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Cualiing,  Daniel,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Debarry, 
Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  O.  Floyd,  Charlea 
A^  Floyd,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Qoggin,  William  O.  GoodCjGordon, 
Qraham,  Gwin,  Hava,  Holmea,  Hopktna,  ifouck,  Houaton, 
Hubard,  Hunter,  Charlea  J.  Ingeraoll,  Joaeph  R.  lofferaoll, 
Jack,  Keim,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marahall,  Thoa. 
F.  Marshall,  John  Tbon^pson  Mason,  Mathewa,  Medill,  Meii> 
wether,  Millet,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard.  Olirer,  Partndse 
Payne,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolda, 
Riggs,  Rodney,  Rogera,  Sanford,  Saundera,  Shepperd,  Shielda, 
William  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Sieenrod,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sum  mere,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Trotti,  Turner,  Warren.  Watteraon,  Weller,  Weat* 
brook,  Chrisiophar  H.  WUIiama,  Wise,  and  Wood— 112. 

So  the  motion  to  la)  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  mored  the  previoas 
qnesiion. 

Mr.  KINQ  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WISE  declined  doing  so.  He  thonght  gen- 
tlemen hsd  made  np  iheir  minds  on  (he  snbject. 

Mr.  STANLY  inquired  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  sustaining  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  woold  bring  the 
Hoase  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  call  for  the  pre? ious  question  was  sustained 
—ayes  94,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  SLADE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put;  and 
the?  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  now 
pat — ^yeas  128,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mesars.  LandaflT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington, 
Attierton,  Barton,  Beeaon,  Black,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botta, 
Bowse,  Boyd.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Biown,  Burke,  Wil. 
Ham  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Oreen  W.  Cdldwell,  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell.  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa 
J.  Carapbeli,  Carutbera,  CaTy,Caaey,  Chapman,  John  C.  Clark, 
ClifTord,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cushing, 
Daniel,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eaatman,  John  C.  Edwarda,  Ferria, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
Goggin,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gwin,  HaUted,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Huriier,  Jack,  Caye  Johnson,  I^aac  D.  Junes, 
Keim,  Lewln,  Linru  Littlpfield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCellan, 
McKay,  McKeol^  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson 
Mason,  Jolui  Thoinson  ftuon,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Mrore,  Morgan,  Morria.  Morrow,  Newhard, 
Owstf^,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne.  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plum- 
er, Pope,  Powell,  Read,  Reding,  Reoeher,  Reynolds,  RIdgway, 
Rigga,  RooMvelt,  William  Rosselt,  Sanford,  Saundera,  Shiakis, 
Truman  Smith.  William  Smith,  Snrder,  Steenrod,  Stokelv, 
iklaxftndir  H.  H.  Scoart,  Summens  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Rich* 


srd  W.  Tbompaoo,  Jacob  TbompM>D.Triplett,Trotd,Tiumt>iiB. 
Turney,  Underwood,  Watteraon,  Welter,  Weatbrook,  Edward 
1>.  Whi^  Jooepb  L.  White,  Christopher  H.  WilUamab  and 

NATS— MsMra.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Babcock, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bidlack,  Bhrdseye,  Blair,  Brewster,  Brlgfs, 
Bronsoiu  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Buroell,  Calhoun, 
Chittenden,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Richanf  D. 
DaTis,  Dawson,  Dean,  John  Edwarda.  Egibert,  Eyerett,  Fes- 
senden,  FUlmore,  Gates,  Glddlnga.  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger, 
Hennr,  Hudaon,  Runt.  Charlea' J.  Ingeraoll,  Joaeph  R.  Inger* 
aoll.  Jamea  Irvin.  William  W.Irwin,  Jamea,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Andrew  Kenneoy,  McKennan,  Mathiot,  Mauocka,  Maxwell, 
Maynard.  Oaborne,  Pendleton,  Ramaey,  Benjamin  Randall, 
Randolpn,  Rodney,  Jamea  M.  Ruaaell,  Salionatall,  Sheppei^, 
Slade,  Stanly,  Tiilinghaat,  Tomlinaon,  Vhn  Renaaelaer,  war- 
ren, Waahingtun,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph.  L.  Williams, 
Wintbrop,  Torke,  Augustus  Touog,  and  John  Young— 68.  .  • 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider:  they  were  taken,  and 
resulted — ^yeas  113,  nays  83,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  ArriBitoD,  Atbartoo, 
Barton,  Beeson,Aidlack,  Black,  Botts,  Bowne,  Boyd  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler, 
William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
John  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caratbers,  Gkry,  Casey, 
Chapman,  ClifTord,  Clinton.  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross, 
Cushing,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis.  Dawson,  Dean,  Del>erry, 
Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferns,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Gwin,  Have,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Charlea  J.  Inrersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  Keim,  Lewis.  Littlefield,  Lowell.  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F. 
Marahall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathewa*  Medill,  Meri- 
wether.  Milter,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley.  Psirne, 
Pearce,  Pickens^  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Bhepperd,  Shields, 
William  South,  Sny<Mr,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
J.  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumpier,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Jacob 
lliompeon,  Trotti,  Turney,  Waitl,  Washington,  Wattsrson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 113. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adams.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  AJidrewa,  Bab- 
cock, Baker,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Brigga,  Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bomell,  Calhoun,  Childa, 
Chi.tenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranatoo, 
Cravens,  Richard  D.  Darla,  Egbert.  Everett,  Feasenden,  Fill- 
more, John  G.  Floyd,  Gater,  Giddinga,  Patrick  G.  Gooda, 
Granger,  Hall,  flalsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joaeph  R.  Ingeraoll,  Jamea  Irrin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason, 
Mathiot,  Mattocn,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Par- 
menter, Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Read,  Ridgway.  Roosevelt,  wniiam  Russell,  J.  M.  Russell. 
Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  TlUingbast,  Tomlinson,  Tripleu,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winihrep,  Torke, 
Augustus  Touog,  and  John  Toung— €3. 

So  the  Tote,  by  which  the  printing  of  the  reports 
was  ordered,  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  of  printing  the  reports  then  coming 
up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  obserred  that,  as  the  rote  jost 
taken  might  be  considered  as  a  test  of  the  tense  of 
tbe  Hoosp,  he  would  more  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  on  the  table. 

Several  members  expressing  the  desire  that  the 
subject  might  l>e  passed  over  for  the  present  with- 
out any  formal  motion, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  withdrew  his*  motion  to  lay 
the  pending  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  renewed  the  me#on,  and  called  for 
tbe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  on 
tbe  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  104,  nays  84,  at  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  LandaflT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arring* 
ton,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeoon,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd, 
Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, John  Campbell,  WUliam  B.  (Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Carothers.  Cary,  Cassy,  Chapman,  CliflTord,  Clin- 
ton, roles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cashing,  Dan- 
iel, Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  De^rry,  Dolg,  Eastmaa,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Eabert,  Gentry,  GerryJSilmer,  Goggin,  Wm.  O. 
Goode,  Goroian,  Graham,  Gwin,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnsoii.  Lewis, 
Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory.  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medill,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Partridge, 
Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plume^  Powell,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rogers, Saunders,  Bhepperd,  Shields, 
William  Smith,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Sum- 
mers, Sumter,  Sweney.  Tidlaferro,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti, 
Turney,  Wallace,  Washincton,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  "Wise,  and  Wood— IQI. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen.  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Blrdhseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  B?raen,  Botta,  Briggs,  Bronaon, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Childa.  Chittenden,  Staley 
N.  Clark^  Cowen,  Cranston,  Richard  D.  Davts,  Dawson, 
Everett,  Fenis,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  John  G  Floyd,  Gates, 
Oiddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin, 
William  W.  Irwin,  James.  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lion,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mathiot.  Mat- 
tocks. Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morria,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Read,  Ridg- 
way, Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstail, 
Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  John  T.  SttArt.  Richard  W. 
Thompson.  Tilliqgfaaat,  Tomllniioo,  Triplett,  Trumbull.  Un- 
derwood, Van  ReosMlaar,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Wlnchrop,  Toike,  Augustus 
Tooof,  and  John  Toong— M.^ 


So  tha  motion  to  print  the  rrpons  was  laid  oa 
the  table. 

On  motioa  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  a  eomnamies* 
tion  from  the  Navy  Department,  on  tbe  anl^coc  of 
certain  expenditures,  was  referred  to  the  CommSttee 
on  tbe  Expenditures  of  the  Navy  Department,  witk 
instructions  to  inquire  into  their  legality  aad  pro* 
priety. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  know,  now,  what 
was  tbe  order  of  the  day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  the  tpe- 
cial  order. 

Some  conversation  in  relation  thereto,  and  soma 
explanations  were  gone  into,  amidst  much  confo- 
sion.  Ultimately,  the  House  was  brought  to  tha 
question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  reports  on  tha 
table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  yeaa  and  n^a^ 
and  th«x  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
in  yeas  74,  nays  114,  as  follows: 


m,   uave  jonnsoo,  Isaac  i».  jodsr,  auui— 

Mallory,  Marchand,  MathowsLjMorna,  Na«- 

rtridge.   Plumer,   Uenjamia  itandalL  Bead, 

Ids,  Rigfs,  Rooserelt,  SahODoulL   tesfofd. 


YEAS-Measrs.  Adams,  AUso,  ArrlHt0Q»  BBSm,  9kIo^ 
Beesoo,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Bfiggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bamell, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Calhotm,  John  Camphell,  OMey. 
Childs,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cross.  Cushing,  Daftisl,  Eichaia 
D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  John  C.  EdwaidiLFornance,  Gat«^ 
Gerry;  Gilmer,  Patrick  u.  Goode,  Gwin,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  lAgotaoll, 
William  W.  Irwin,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jod«^  Andrew 
Kennedy^  Lewis, 
hard,  Oliver^  Partridi 

Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,'  flahODoull,   Ifcafoid, 
Baunders.  Shields,  William  Smith,  Steenrod.  Somtsf;  Swensy, 
Jscob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Ward,  WattM 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Thomas  W.    WUUams,  WintlttO|H 
Wlse-74. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Anold,  Athactfla, 
Aycrigg,  Barnard.  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Bottsi,  Boyd» 
Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  BMwa« 
Burke,  William  BuUer,  Patrick  C.  CaUwell,  WIUia«  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Camtbers,  Ganr,  Chitti- 
den,  John  C.  Clark,  Cliflbrd,  Colquitt,  Marlr  A.  Coopet^ 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrau  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dihwry, 
Doig,  Kastman,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fesnoden,  FiUumPi^ 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry,  Gogdo,  WilUam  O. 
Ck>ode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Halsted,  Howard,  BiUKt 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James.  Keira,  Joho  P. 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraliafn  McCM- 
lan, Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon^Thomafl 
F.  Maiatiall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  MaxwaR, 
Maynard.  Medill.  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Mooi^  Mocyan,  Mor- 
row, Osborne.  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleion,  FkHuaa, 
Powell,  Randolph,  Rldcway,  Rodney,  Rdgers^Williani  Rn** 

bTi,    ■ 


sell,  James  M.   Russell.  'Bhepperd,   Blade,  Tramao  6aaM^ 
f^Jobn  T.  Stuart,  8ummerOi'*ll*f«rro,  John  B.  TlMxap- 
Richard  W.  Thompeon.    Toralioson^  Triplatt^cotii» 
By,   Onderwood,  Van    Reoaselas 
lington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph 


an    Rensselaer,  Wallace,    Warr«B, 
White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Chilstephac 

UvWiIlllams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yorke,  AegusUM  Yoaag; 

and  John  Young— 114. 

So  tbe  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatified* 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  withdrew  his  moiioA  to 
amend,  whicli  was  made  en  a  previons  day. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
commenced  by  referring  to  the  statement  that  Par- 
son Miller  bad  made  a  mistake  of  one  thousand 
years  in  his  calculations  as  to  the  day  of  tbe  final 
destmotiott  of  the  world.  He  (Mr.  B.)  badfooad 
himself  in  a  similar  predicament.  Balng  anjdoaa 
to  obtain  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  rpeaking  on 
the  bill  to  lepeal  tbe  bankmpt  law,  aod  baviif 
calculated  on  a  certain  day  when  be  shoald  q>eak» 
he  fonnd  that  he  was  now  not  only  miataken  aa  l» 
the  time,  bnt  also  as  to  the  snbject  on  which  ba 
would  have  to  deliver  his  speech.  Inconaeq«e«eay 
much  of  what  he  had  desired  to  say  was  now  loal» 
He  had  desired  to  speak  from  the  notes  he  bad 
prepared  on  the  evening  that  the  gentleman  frooa 
Kentecky  [Mr.  Underwood]  spoke;  but  they  wen 
now  oat  of  his  povsession;  and  even  if  he  had 
ihem,  he  doubted  whether  they  would  be  applica!bia 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  [Many 
voices^  **  What  is  the  qaestion?*']  He  waa  asked 
by  gentlemen  all  around  him  what  waa  tha  quaa* 
tion.  As  he  understood  It,  the  question  before  tba 
House  was  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  ao 
much  of  ibe  President's  message  as  related  to  tba 
collection,  safekeeping,  and  disbursement  of  Iba 
public  money,  declaring  that  the  scheme  of  an  ex- 
chequer proposed  by  tbe  Executive  should  not  ba 
adopted;  together  with  the  counter-resolution  of 
I  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Ami!- 
TON J  which  he  was  in  favor  of  adopting. 

He  believed  that  the  people  of  this  country  da* 
rired  Congress  to  postpone  their  diacuasiona  abovt 
the  exrcuiite  officers  of  the  Government,  and  do 
something  for  the  good  of  tbe  country.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  ^'univerFal  Whig  party '^—bo^' 
I  it  got  into  power,  bow  it  4ied,  and  iHiat  pfajrddmt 
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atttoded  JL  This  feminded  him  of  the  nanery 
tale,  ptrt  of  whieh  readt  "Who  killed  Cock  Robin? 
Who  nv  htm.  diet"  [Laughter.]  %"  says  the 
geaileman  from  A<%omae,  [Mr.  Wiss;]  *'I  saw 
him  die."  [Gkneral  laughter.]  No  man  knew  ] 
more  of  the  seeds  of  dtseax— how  they  were  sown, 
and  by  whom—- than  the  gentleman  from  Aceomao. 
That  gentleman  was  conect  in  assignini^  the  caases 
of  its  dowofalL  43o  far  from  the  Whigs  being 
r^t  in  eharging  their  defeats  npon  the  present 
Chief  MagiMrate,  he  (Mr,  B.)  belieTed  the  gentle* 
man  was  entirely  correct  in  saying  that  the  Whig 
party  wonld  bmwt  fallen  pw  $$,  even  i£  John  Tyler 
hid  never  had  anything  to  do  with  iu  [Laughter.] 
Th^  manner  in  which  it  was  collected  together  in- 
sared  in  destrnotion. 

Here  Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  called  the  gen* 
tieman  [Mr.  Bidlack]  to  order. 

The  SPfiAKER  desired  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  state  his  point  of  order.  * 

Bfr.  BARNARD  made  a  statement  not  heard 
ibeve  the  geverai  noise. 

Mr.  PiCKBNS.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Bidlack]  is  only  stating  the  question. 
He  is,  therefore^  dearly  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BIDLACK.  I  am  snre  I  am  right.  If  the 
gentleman  calls  roe  to  order,  I  will  show  him  how 
it  is  that  it  is.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BARNAkD.  My  point  of  order  is,  that 
the  geatlfiman  is  not  disenssing,  or  approaehing  to 
disease,  the  qnestion  before  the  Hoaee. 

The  SPRAKBR  said  he  weold  remark  to  the 
HoQse  ttiat  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  had 
certainly  given  rise  to  a  debate  of  a-  very  general 
and  irrelevant  character,  and  not  strictly  in  order. 
If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Binfiao] 
should  insist  on  his  point  cf  prder— that  is,  on  a 
strict  observance  of  the  roles  of  the  House — the 
genikman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bidlioe]  most 
take  his  sear. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  did  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  he  would  bow  to  the  de- 
•ttion  of  the  Chair.  He  did  not  much  regret  that 
he  was  prevented  from  proceeding  in  the  strain  in 
whieh  be  had  commenced,  especially  as  his  re- 
marks were  applicable  to  a  party  now  so  dead; 
and  the  House  vrill  recollect  the  old  adage — that 
we^ould  say  as  little  about  the  dead  as  possible^ 
except  what  was  good:  "De  mortuU,  nil  ni$i 
htmm.*^  [Laughter.]  He  would  remark,  never- 
theless, by  way  of  ap9logy^Many  members:  *'No 
need  of  any  apology.'*]  Really,  the  House  was 
difficult  to  please.  [Laughter.]  He  knew  not 
whether  he  could  make  a  speech  of  an  hour  with* 
out  saying  anything  on  the  subject.  If  the  House 
bad  allowed  bim  to  say  what  be  wished  in  the  first 
place,  be  should  have  been  done  in  ten  minutes. 
He  was  then  going  on  to  show  that,  in  relation  to 
the  currency,  the  people  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  adoption  of  a  mere  resolation.  [Several:  ''You 
are  out  of  order  now.**]  He  was  told  he  was  out 
of  order,  because  he  said  something  that  related 
to  the  subject  I  At  home  he  was  reputed  a  good- 
natured  man;  not  so  here.  It  seemed  that  a  man 
could  get  nothing  in  that  House,  except  what  be 
had  to  fight  for.  Perhaps  it  would  be  found  he 
could  do  better  at  that  than  at  speaking. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  a  majority  of  this  Hoase 
never  would  be  able  to  settle  their  accounts  with 
the  people,  if  they  contented  themselves  with 
merely  adopting  the  resolution,  and  then  leaving 
the  subject  to  slumber.  Whether  what  iiad  been 
asserted  in  an  article  in  the  **Union,**  read  this 
morning  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
PiLLMOBx,] — that  a  Whig  caucus  had  prevented  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  reporting 
the  exchequer  bill— was  true  or  not,  he  had  no 
means  of  knowing.  Yet  he  fc^ared  a  determina- 
tion had  been  come  to,  to  do  nothing;  and  there 
leave  the  question.  He  believed  that  it  ttras  in 
aoeordnce  with  the  wishes  of  a  distineutJthed  in- 
dividual—a candidate  for  the  Presidency — to  leave 
the  question  open  until  after  the  Presidential  elec- 
lion,  as  was  alleged  to  have  been  bis  wi>h  in  regard 
to  lb:;  tariff.  [Many  voices,  '<Wbo  is  hel*']  That 
man  must  be  dull  of  comprehension  who  did  not 
know  to  whom  he  alluded. 
'  He  was  willing  to  let  gentlemen  enjoy  all  the 
obUfuenass   of  intellect  that  they  claimed|  and, 


therefore,  he  would  not  mention  ibe  name  of  the  in- 
dividual. What  he  wished  to  say  was,  that,  though 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resoloiion  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  was  not  in  fa- 
vor of  the  exchequer  plan  as  recommended  by  the 
Executive.  He  was  opposed  to  endorsing  paper 
money  any  further  than  was  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  demands  on  the  treasury,  which  mii^ht 
be  supplied  by  tiie  issue  of  treasury  notes.  The 
plans  of  the  President,  of  ibe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  the  gentlemkn  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  CusHiNO,]  were  all  reoommended  by 
plausible  reasoning.  That  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was,  be  thought,  the  most  accepta- 
ble. But  either  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  entering 
wedge  to  a  paper-money  system  which  he  could 
never  approve.  But  he  did  not  desire  to  discuss 
the  exchequer.  What  he  had  sought  an  opportu- 
nity to  do  was  tosfiow  that  it  was  ibe  duty  of  the 
majority  to  adopt  some  plan,  and  that  they  could  not 
escape  that  responsibility  by  endeavoring  to  throw 
it  npon  the  Prckident'j  veto  of  the  bank  bill;  for  Mr. 
Clay  himself  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  dis- 
pense with  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  any  other  expedient  could  be  devised.  It 
was  this  which  had  induced  him  to  demur  to  the 
argument  ol  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
UndbrwoodJ  who  bad  endeavored  to  throw  all  the 
blame  upon  John  Tyler's  '^constitutional  facu*' 
He  referred  to  what  took  place  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  addressing  the  House, 
and  when  that  g«ntleman  said: 

"The  very  fact  that  the  preeent  Executive  attended  the  liar* 
riaburff  convention,  that  it  waa  declared  in  every  paper 
throughout  the  United  States  that  Mr.  Clay  waa  his  favorite  lor 
the  Presiilency,  had  convinced' the  people  that  he  woold  approve 
and  aign  anything  that  Mr.  Clay  favored. 

''Mr.  B!DLAC£  (Mr.  U.  yielding  t^e  floor)  inquired  if  Mr. 
Clay  himself  had  not,  on  various  occasions,  and  (mrtioularly  in 
his  speech  at  Hanover,  disclaimed  that  he  waa  in  favor  of  a 
national  banlc'?  [Several  voices  "No."]  If  he  had  not  said 
that  it  was  a  question  which  was  to  tie  postponed  and  submitted 
to  the  decision  of  the  peoplel 

"Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  never  heard  any  dia. 
claimer  imputed  to  Mr.  Clay  before,  since  the  canvawof  1840 
commenced;  if  there  was  anything  in  any  speech  he  (Mr.  Clay) 
had  ever  made,  disclaiming  the  policy  of  a  national  bank,  be 
was  was  Ignorant  of  it.  He  requested  the  gentleman  to  pro- 
duce it." 

He  (Mr.  B.)  pledged  hiirtrelf  to  produce  it.  He 
had  done  so  heretofore  in  his  speech  rn  the  bank 
bill  at  the  extra  session,  in  wbich  he  produced  evi- 
dence that  Mr.  Clay  was  willing  that  other  expedients 
shonltf  be  tried  before  a  national  bank  was  again 
resorted  to.  Subsequently,  he  had  endeavored  to 
get  the  floor  to  redeem  his  pledge;  and,  as  he  bad 
been  prevented  by  the  course  taken,  he  now  claimed 
the  right,  on  this  occasion,  to  do  what  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  do. 

All  that  he  professed  to  be  was  an  humble  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  not  suffi- 
ciently connected  with  the  President  to  enable  him 
to  defend  him;  bat  his  doctrine  was,  **let  jusiice 
be  done,  though  the  heavens  fall.''  He  did  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  Agoed  un- 
fairly in  contending  that  John  Tyler  was  guilty  of 
treachery  in  vetoing  a  bank^  because  he  (Mr.  Ty- 
ler) was  once  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay  as  President. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  was  this:  Mr. 
Clay  is  in  favor  of  a  bask;  John  Tyler  was  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Clay;  tkmfwt^  John  Tyler  was  bound 
to  sign  a  bank  bill !  He  took  occasion  to  say  that 
this  was  not  a  correct  conclusion,  and  that  Mr. 
Clay,  in  his  speech  at  Tayiorsville,  had  said  that 
other  expedients  might  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Clay 
expre»«^ed  himself  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the 
arbitrament  of  enlightened  public  opinion.  There- 
fore, be  contended  that  it  would  not  have  been  in- 
consistent in  Mr.  Clay,  had  he  been  elected  Presi- 
dent, to  have  resorted  !o  all  other  expedients  be- 
fore he  took  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 

In  order  not  to  do  injustice  to  Mr.  Clay,  be 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  exsct 
language  of  that  distinguished  individual,  in  his 
published  remarks.    It  is: 

•*That  the  currency  of  the  country,  its  stability  and  uniform 
value,  and,  as  intimately  and  indiseoluhly  connected  with  if, 
the  insurance  of  tlie  faithful  performance  of  the  fiscal  services 
necessary  to  ttie  Qovernmeni,  should  be  maintained  and  secured 
by  exercising  all  the  powers  requisite  to  those  objects,  with 
which  Congress  is  constkuiionally  invested.  These  are  the 
great  ends  to  be  aimed  at— the  means  are  of  subordinate  fm> 
ponance.  Whether  iXif^  ends.  Indispensable  to  the  well-be- 
ing both  of  the  people  and  the  Government,  are  to  beatuined 
by  Boaod  Md  safe  State  banks  carefully  selected  and  prdperly 
dfirtriboisd,  or  by  a  new  baak  of  the  VoiMd  Siatss,  wkhtuch  Um- 


ItatloDs,  condltioDS,  and  restrictions  as  have  been  Indlcstsd  l)^ 
experience,  should  be  left  to  the  arbitrament  of  soligbtMMil 
public  opinion." 

He  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  Mr.  Clay^ 
course,  in  his  Hanover  speech,  was  not  in  accord- 
ance  with  his  general  boldness  and  openness  of 
character.  In  that  speech  be  but  pursued  a  por- 
tion of  the  Whig  policy  in  1840,  which  was  «*aU 
things  to  all  men.''  Therefore,  Mr.  Clay  told  the 
people  of  Virginia,  with  whom  be  thought  a  bank 
to  be  unpopular,  that  he  was  willing  to  try 
other  expedients.  It  was  the  same  policy  which 
induced  the  venerable  Harrison  to  be  represented 
at  the  North  as  an  Anti  mason,  and  at  the  South  as 
the  peculiar  friend  of  the  slaveholders.  It  was 
the  same  policy  which  the  Whigs  pursued  whea 
they  declared  in  favor  of  a  tariff  in  the  North,  and 
against  it  in  the  South.  If  the  Democratic  candi- 
date was  any  the  belter  for  any  particular  quality, 
or  for  holding  any  particular  principles,  the  Whig* 
was  snre  to  have  it  just  as  it  was  with  the  maa 
who  wished  to  veil  his  horse,  when  one  of  the  by- 
standers inquired  if  be  was  not  spavined?  "Spav- 
ined 1  spavined  I'^said  he;  *1  don't  know  exactly 
what  that  is;  but  if  thie  horse  is  any  the  belter  for 
being  spavioed,  he  is  spavined !"    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  course  taken  by  the  l%ad- 
in^  Whig  paper  of  Virginia  on  ibi^  question  ia 
1841,  immediately  preceding  the  inauguration  of 
General  Harrison,  and  when  the  elecQdn  of  a  Sen- 
ator from.  Virginia  [Mr.  AacHaa]  was  pending  be- 
fore the  Legihlature.  An  article  in  the  Richmond 
Whig  of  March  2,  1841,  contains  the  following 
wordb*. 

"I  propose  to  shew,  that,  unless  the  Whig  party  areprs|Mred 
now  to  devote  themselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  objects  not 
only  not  avowed  then,  but  disavowed-^tha^  unless'  they  ar» 
willing  to. Incur  the  suspicion  that  the  ends  to  be  attained  by 
the  elevation  of  General  Harrison  were  not  honestly  and  fully 
Slated  to  the  people  during  the  canvass— they  are  not  only  not 
required  toelectabanic  Senator,  but  that  they  are  forbidden  to 
do  so  by  every  consideration  or  justice*  candor,  and  fair  deal- 
ing." ■ 

This  writer,  after  going  on  to  show  that  he,  and 
the  other  Whigs  with  whom  he  had  ac  ed,  have 
constantly  denied  the  issue  now  contended  for,  in- 
quires: . 

"Did  we  not  refer  to  General  Harrison's  oft-repeated  dsclam« 
tion,  that  the  Constitution  contained  no  grant  of  power  to  create 
a  bank;  and  that  he  could  not  be  induced  to  sign  a  charter  until 
there  had  been  a  fair  trial,  to  determine  whether  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  Government  could  be  managed  without  one;  and, 
moreover,  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  popular  approbation  of 
the  noeasurel  How,  then,  can  any  one  contend  that  nothing 
but  a  national  iMmk  was  looked  to  by  the  friends  of  the  Pras^ 
dent  as  a  substitute  for  the  aub-treasuryi  as  the  consequence  of 
the  ejection  of  Mr.  Van  Burenl 

"General  Harrison  having  been  elected  with  the  open  avowal 
of  constitutional  opposition  to  a  bank,  except  in  one  contin* 
gency,  and  not  apprising  the  people  that  he  considered  that 
contingency  as  having  occorr^i—<Ae /a«r  inference  is,  tJuU 
the  people  9/  the  United  States  art  opposed  to  a  bank." 

The  same  writer  further  remarked: 

^'Recollecting  the  course  pursued  in  Virginia  bv  his  friends^ 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  debarred  from  the  agitation  of  the 
bank  question.  Is  any  friend  of  General  Harrison  willing  to 
s6e  a  national  bank  established,  at  the  hazard  of  charging  hioi 
with  committing  a  frau^  on  the  peoplel  How  could  he  escape 
it,  if  the  election  of  a  bonk  Senator  is  claimed  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  him?  Would  It  not  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
charge  preferred  by  his  enemies,  that  fie  concealed  his  opinionc 
on  that  sobjecti  Is  there  one  man  in  Virginia,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  late  contest,  who  appealed  to  the  pooplo  to 
discard  Mr.  Van  Buren,  that  a  bank  might  t»  establlshedl  In< 
deed,  1  might  go  further,  and  inquire  If  the  lidopiien  of  any  one 
of  the  prominent  measures  which  some  indiscreet  Whigs,  in- 
toxicated with  success,  are  demanding  a  called  amission  to 
enact,  was  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  dtsmlssal  of  Martin  Van 
Buren." 

After  referrio?  to  the  letter  of  General  Harrison 
to  Sherrod  Williams,  and  to  some  other  circnm- 
stances,  the  article  went  ou  to  say: 

"Under  these  drcumsunces,  so  far  from  the  Whigs  being 
under  any  obligation  to  elect  a  bank  Senator,  does  not  tbs  Pres* 
ident  elect  stand  pledged  to  the  country  to  make  trial  of  some 
oihur  system,  before  he  can  adopt  the  natiooal  banki  -  Gsnaral 
Harrison,  at  present,  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest 
man,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term;  of  t>eing  a  traok,  open- 
hearted  soldier,  as  well  as  a  prudent  statesman;  and  I  believe 
he  deserves  it.  IIe%hould  beware,  then,  how  he  receives couo* 
set  which  would  make  him  depart  from  the  strict  letter  of 
the  understandmg  with  the  American  people  on  which  he  was 
elected." 

After  reading  the  above  extracts,  Mr.  B.  asked, 
how  could  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
Whig  party,  charge  Mr.  Tyler  wah  treachery,  for 
doing  just  what  Mr.  Clay  said  he  wosld  do. 

Again:  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  Hanover  speech,  after 
expressing  his  individual  preference  for  a  natioatl 
bank,  qs^  the  following  language: 
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MBot  it  is  the  eod--tliit  of  a  toand  and  tufficieot  curreocyi 
Bod  «  fidtb/ol  executioD  of  Uie  fiscal  duitok  of  GoTMmiiieoir-<- 
that  should  engage  the  diapaasionate  and  caodid  consideration 
of  the  wholo  community.  There  is  noihing  in  the  name  of  a 
teak  of  the  United  Smtet  which  has  any  magical  charm,  or  to 
which  any  one  need  be  wedded,  h  is  to  secure  certain  great 
ohjeeta,  without  which  society  cannot  prosper;  and  if,  contrary 
to  my  apprehensions,  these  objecta  can  be  accomplished  by 
dispensing  with  the  agency  of  a  bank  of  the  Unii^d  iSUtes,  and 
Employing  that  of  State  banks,  all  ought  to  rejoice,  and  heartily 
acquiaoce;  and  none  would  aaxKe  than  I  ehooid." 

Mr.  Clajr,  in  this  ptragraph,  expressed  his  wil- 
lingness that  other  expedients  shonld  be  adopted; 
lind,  if  it  shonld  be  fonnd  that  the  objects  he  had 
in  Ticrw — viz:  «  sonnd  and  sufficient  cnrrency,  and 
m  faithfal  execntion  of  the  fiscal  duties  of  the  Qoy- 
ernment^conid  be  accomplished  by  dispensing 
with  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  none  wonld  re* 
joice  more  than  he  wonld. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood,  in  these  re- 
marks, as  enlisting  against  Mr.  Clay,  and  in  favor 
-of  Mr.  Tyler,  bat,  as  a  fair  and  a  candid  man, 
recollecting  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  at  Hano- 
Ter,  he  thought  it  no  more  than  fair  and  just  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
{Mr.  Underwood]  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  him  that  he  had  no  more  right  to  draw 
conclusions  derogatory  to  Mr.  Tyler,  than  he  had 
to  eensttxe  Mr.  Clay  for  the  same  thing.  He 
knew  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  sophistry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as  well  as  others  of 
Mr.  Claj's  friends,  to  explain  away  these  things, 
and  make  them  mean  anything  or  nothing;  but  he 
thought  that  it  would  generally  be  believed  by  the 
intelligent  of  the  country,  that  Mr.  Clay,  Vhen  he 
made  his  Hanover  speech,  was  willing  to  accom- 
modate himself  to  the  particular  atmosphere  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  He  did  not  intend, 
when  he  rose,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House  thus  long.  The  question'on  which  he  wished 
to  speak  was  not  before  the  House,  and  he  was 
unprepared  with  the  notes  of  many  things  he 
wished  to  refer  to.  He  had,  however,  endea? ored 
to  redeem  the  pledge  he  made  some  days  ago  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ken  lucky,  [Mr.  Undkrwood,] 
and  he  trusted  and  believed  that  he  had  succeeded. 

Bdr.  CUSHING  said  he  did  not  know  what  it 
was  the  purpose'of  the  House  to  do  in  reference  to 
the  subject  before  ihem— whether  iuwas  their  inten- 
tion summarily  to  defeat  the  exchequer  bill,  by 
adopting  the  resolution  before  them,  or  to  suffer  it 
to  undergo  a  regular  discussion  and  examination 
on  its  merits.  He  could  hardly  believe  that  it  could 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  dismiss  so  impor- 
tant a  measure  in  this  summary  manner — to  con- 
demn it  first,  and  try  it  afterwards.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  House  would  decide  against  it 
without  any  discussion.  It  was  said  of  JBLhada- 
manthus  tbiat  he  punished  first,  and  tried  after- 
wards— **ea$tigt^awiUiqms^^  but  that  was  a  mode  of 
procedure  fi^  only  for  the  regions  below,  and  not 
for  the  judgments  of  that  House. 

He  would,  in  the  first  place,  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  '*not,"  as  that 
would  be  the  most  appropriate  way  to  bring  the 
whole  subject  up  for  discussion;  and  then,  after 
laying  before  the  House  a  number  of  memorials 
on  the  snt^'ect,  which  he  had  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting,  he  would  move  an  adjourn- 
nMUi,  reserving  his  remarks  for  to* morrow.  Mr. 
C  then  laid  before  the  Heuse  a  number  of  memo- 
rials from  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States, 
all  praying  for  the  passage  of  the  eichrquer  bill; 
after  which,  he  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  prevailiog. 

The  House  adjourned* 
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IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  January  34,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  j^ro  um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  further  information  received  at  that 
department  as  to  the  operations  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  whieh^on  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  be  printed. 

Ilemorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  EVANS  from 
Bath,  Maine,  and  by  Mr.  SIMMONS  from  Bristol 
and  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  representing  that 
the  mercantile  navigation  of  the- United  States  bas 
suffered  materially  from  the  effects  of  the  existing 


treaties,  and  the  arrangements  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Qanseatie  Republics, 
France,  Holland,  Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden, 
respectively;  and  that  those  treaties  and  armge- 
ments  termed  reciprocal  have  not  proved  redpro- 
eal  to  the  navigation  of  the  United  Stales;  and 
asking  that  Congress  would,  so  far  as  the  treaties 
permitted^  make  regulations  which  would  relieve 
them  from  the  conseqtiences  resulting  from  these 
relations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Cyrus  Shepard  and  others,  of  Genesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  favor  of  a  horizonul  protective  tariff;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citixens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  the 
plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  Execu- 
tive for  a  board  of  exchequer:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  (torn  citi* 
sens  of  Oswego,  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  \ 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel  Dewey, 
askiog^for  a  pern  ion;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Peiksions. 

AIro,  presented  a  petition  from  Joseph  Watson, 
of  Ohio,  praying  for  compensation  as  secretary  and 
storekeeper  to  Indian  department  jn  the  Northwest; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  Lau- 
rens Millander,  of  Louisiana,  praving  for  con« 
firmation  of  teles  of  public  lands  in  the  New  Or- 
leans land  district;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill 
to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the  public 
domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of  in- 
ternal improvements  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  accompanied  by  a  special  re- 
port; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Koads,  to  which  bad  been  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  resolutions  adopted  by  (he  Le- 
gislature! of  the  States,  in  favor  of  restricting  the 
franking  privilege,  and  of  reducing  the  rates  of 
postage,  reported  a  bill  to  limit  the  use  an4  correct 
the  abuse  of  the  frankiug  privilege;  and  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  rates  of  postage;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading* 

*  [The  bill  concerning  postages  fixes  the  rate  on 
all  ^ingle  letters  carried  a  distance  not  exceeding 
thirty  miles,  at  five  cents;  for  all  distances  eioeed- 
ing  thirty  miles,  ten  cents.  Double,  triple,  and 
quadruplf  letters,  in  the  tame  proportion.  On 
newspapers,  not  exceeding  in  dimension  1,350 
square  inches,  one  cent  postage;  on  papers  exeeed- 
iog  that  dimension,  onecent  additional  for  every 
5  square  mehes  above  the  1,350  square  inches.] 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  Grant,  of  Mississippi,  praying 
certain  compensation,  had  instructed  him  to  report 
the  following  resolution,  vie: 

R«9olvedi  That  the  Socretanr  of  War  be  directed  to  cotnmu- 
nicaie  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  John 
Grant,  for  dredflnc  the  channel  of  the  Choctaw  paag,  to  the 
harbor  or  Mobile,  In  October,  1836;  together  with  the  date  of 
the  cancellation  of  the  said  contract,  and  th^  reasons  therefor: 
alao,  a  copy  of  any  contract  made  with  others  for  said  work 
since  J  83^  and  when  the  work  was  conaroenced  under  such  con- 
tract; together  with  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  expeadedin 
improving  said  Choctaw  paas  since  1896:  alsd,  a  copy  of  the 
contract  for  ezcaTations  in  the  Dog  river  i>ar,  and  when  said  ex- 
cavations commenced  under  said  contract,  aiMi  the  price  paid 
for  any  machines  to  execute  that  work;  also,  a  statement  of  the 
time  consumed  in  the  construction  of  the  steam  dredging  ma- 
chine built  for  the  removal  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bfis- 
siasippi,  including  the  time  of  transportation  and  other  delays, 
until  the  work  of  excavating  commenced. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  touching  the  question 
of  refunding  certain  purchase  money  to  citizens 
of  Louisiana,  was  taken  from  the  -table,  and  re- 
ferrtd  to  ibe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  B£RRi£N|  from  the  ConaiittBe  on  the  Ju- 


diciary, reported  back,  without  amcndnien*,  and 
with  a  recommendadon  that  it  do  paas,  iIm  tall 
from  the  House  entitled  ''An  act  to  transfer  to  ttto 
trustees  of  Centre  College,  in  Kentoeky,  thetaadi 
heretofore  granted  to  the  Kentucky  AsyhMH  kt 
the  teadbing  the  Dtaf  and  Damb.*^ 

Mr.  B.,  f^om  the  same  committae,  repoftei  a 
bill  to  setUe  the  title  to  Pea  Paleh  iaiaad,  in  ihe 
river  Delaware}  which  was  read,  and  oitoed  to  i 
second  reading. 

The  following  bills  ware  thefr  read  die  ihM 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  bcneit  of  the  PluAlem*  Bank  U 
Mississippi,  and  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Miwii 
sippi;  and 

The  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  ihe  Invii  sf 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Cohmbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ricbavd  H.  WiUe  (bf 
granting  him  the  benefit  of  the  copyright  laws  of 
the  U&ited  States  to  a  certain  work  of  his  on  Itol- 
ian  literature,  notwithstanding  such  wndt  ma^  be 
first  published  in  England)  was  taken  vfjaA  mad 
the  third  time;  and  Ike  question  theft  biinp  <*0hall 
the  biU  passr> 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  renMiks  advene  Is 
to  its  passage,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  naf  t; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  remarks  fai  lafsr  e( 
the  bill;  when 

The  question  belhg  taken  on  its  pMsage,  it  wis 
determined  in  the  afilrmativo-^yeas  94,  nays  IS. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  ftnm 
Balie  Peyton,  now  of  New  Orleans,  praying  the 
payment  of  the  award  of  certain  arbitnMfs,  for 
property  taken  by  the  United  States  on  whaeh  is 
erect  a  light«faouse;  which  was  referred  lotbs  Coii' 
mittee  on  Commerpe. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIVES,  the  House  bill  fer 
the  relief  ot  Teackle  Savage,  admhiistraior  if 
Bolitha  Laws,  which  had  been  reported  advendir 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  takea  up 
and  recommitted  to  that  conunitiea-^aoaie  Mt- 
tional  testimony  in  favor  of  the  claim  involfed  bav> 
ing  been  received. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Comsiittea  m 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Alary  W.  Thompson;  which  was  read,  andorto* 
ed  to  a  second  readhig;  aad  the  report  aoooBpt^p- 
ing  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADOE  presented  several  memeri- 
als  from  the  cities  of  New  York,  Bnifkk),  and 
Troy,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the 
plan  for  the  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by 
the  Executive;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  me 
table. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  came  up  on  its  passage,  ai 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable  length 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

He  considered  the  Oregon  T^rritocy  as  ineon- 
testably  ours,  as  any  other  of  our  possessioai. 
There  was  no  more  reason  against  our  oecupjiog 
it,  than  there  could  have  been  against  oar  exercisiag 
juriiidiction  over  Iowa  or  Wisconsin  when  we 
placed  them  under  our  territorial  govemmsnt 
There  could  be  only  one  of  two  objections  to  our 
exercising  the  same  ownership^one  of  which  wu, 
that  we  entertain  some  doubt  of  our  title;  aad  die 
other,  that  it  may  be  inexpedient  to  exerctte  oar 
undoubted  right. 

To  neither  of  these  reasons  could  he  accede.  la* 
deed,  so  far  as  regards  the  first,  he  was  glad  to  fiad 
that  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the  Seatie 
who  seemed  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  of  oar 
just  title  to  the  entire  of  the  territory.  All  coatead 
that  our  right  to  all  we  claim  is  indefeasible.  Wby, 
then,  should  there  be  any  hesitation  about  extf* 
cmn%  our  ownership  over  the  territory?  The  die* 
pute  between  us  and  Enghmd  never  can  be  aboit 
that;  for  she  does  not  profess  to  deny  onr  rj||bt  to 
territory.  She  may  reasonably  confine  us  to  the 
letter  of  the  existing  treaty;  but,  in  doing  this,  she 
is  necessarily  bound  to  ^ow  that  she  eoafoms 
strictly  to  it  herself.  If  she  gives  it  a  coMtiacdM 
which  we  hitherto  have  not  given  to  it,  she  can 
have  no  just  cause  of  oompli&t  shotUd  wt  adop^ 
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her  MBsCraelion.  Bat,  in  truth,  that  treaty  can 
MJther  giFe  Bor  withhold  rights  of  territory, 
aad  the  exercise  of  soFereignty;  for  it  is  ez- 
ptetsly  limited  to  a  specif  IHirpose — that  of 
leeariiig,  daring  its  continaanee,  the  free  and 
open  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  one  of 
the  contracting  iparties,  and  subjects  of  the  other, 
for  purposes  of  Uade  and  commerce,  leaving 
the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  notonched.  As, 
ibeui  Bogtend  gains  no  right  over  our  portion  of 
the  territory  but  that  of  freedom  to  trade,  like  that 
of  oar  own  citizens — ^for  which  she  coneedes  an 
sqaivakni  right  to  our  citizens  over  her  portion  of 
territory,  if  she  has  any — what  other  country  can 
dispiUe  our  exercise  of  jurisdiction? ,  Not  France, 
for  ahe  sold  to  «s  all  possible  claim  she  could  have 
dorived;  not  Spain,  for  her  title  is  transferred  to 
v;  and  certainly  not  Russia,  for  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  encroacii  upon  her  southern  boundary  be- 
yond the  64ih  degree  of  northern  latitude.  No 
other  eonntry  under  heaven  can  have  any  preten- 
sion to  our  territory;  and  we  have  seen  that  the  ex- 
isting treaty  with  England,  so  far  from  giving  her 
any,  expressly  stipulates  that  its  oblii^ations  shall 
not  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  affect  title.  If 
she  was  not  conscious  that  she  could  set  op  no 
elatm  of  her  own,  she  would  not  endeavor  to  make 
the  workl  believe  that  her  object  is,  in  contending^ 
for  the  narrow  sdip  of  land  really  in  dispute  north 
of  the  Columbia  hver,  merely  to  keep  open,  for 
the  benefit  of  all  nations,  a  free  port  at  the  mouth 
of  that  river.  And  even  this  she  did  not  think  of 
till  we  made  a  settlement  there.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  she  has  interfered  to  prevent  enterprises  for 
the  advancement  of  our  commerce.  Mr.  .i/.  here 
SMBtioned  several  instances  of  like  interference. 

The  question  is,  what  are  our  rightsi  We  de- 
rive them  either  by  purchase,  discovery,  or  by 
treaty.  If  she  has  any,  she  must  show  as  good  a  ti- 
tle, or  yield  that  ours  is  superior;  and  this  sets  at  rest 
heidanBs.  She  did  not  purchase  the  undoubted 
title  of  Spain  to  all  her  rights  on  the  Northwest 
coast,  as  we  did;  she  did  not  discover  the  Colum- 
bia river,  as  we  did;  and  with  regard  to  treaties,  it 
has  been  shown,  over  and  over  again,  that  she 
acquired  no  right  to  soil  or  territory  under  any  one 
lo  which  she  has  been  a  party.  There  is  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  her  treaty  with  Russia,  in  her  treaty 
with  Spain,  or  in  her  treaty  with  ourselves.  In  no 
one  of  these  treaties  has  she  gained  an  iota  of 
daim  to  soil  or  territory.  She  is  granted  nothing 
but  a  joint  use  of  the  right  to  fish,  hunt,  trade,  or 
navigate. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  the  treity  of  1818  about- 
joint  occupation  or  settlement.  We  do  not  look  to 
that  treaty  for  our  right  to  occupy  or  to  settle  our 
Territory  ef  Oregon.  We  stand  upon  our  incon- 
testable title.  Neither  can  she  derive  from  it  what 
it  does  not  directly  or  indirectly  mention.  It  is 
mertly  a  treaty  of  trade  and  commerce,  to  be  free 
Md  open  to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two 
powers.  We  might  sign  a  treaty  to-morrow,  giv- 
tng'Bagland  an  equal  right  with  our  own  citizens 
to  ftee  trade  with  ^be  port  of  New  York;  but  who 
eonkl  be  so  absurd  as  to  contend  that  we  thereby 
conveyed  to  her  a  joint  occupancy  and  joint  right 
of  setdement  on  the  soil  and  territory  of  New 
York  to  the  defeasement  of  our  own  title? 

By  the  treaty  of  1818,  renewed  in  18S7,  the  citi- 
zens and  subjects  of  both  powers  are  undoubtedly 
••titled  to  a  free  and  open  exercise  of  intercourse 
for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce.  On  our  part, 
ve  refmin  from  exacting  duties  on  goods  belong- 
ing to  British  subjects  found  on  our  territory;  ai^ 
Bt^gind  guaranties  the  same  with  respect  to  our 
citizens  on  territory  claimed  by  her.  This  is  the 
tnt^  and  only  true,  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  W.  here  entered  upon  a  critical  examination 
of  the  treaty  of  1818,  and  its  renev^al  in  1827, 
flowing  that  no  other  constrnction  could  be  put 
ipoB  the  wording  of  both,  than  thit  which  he  had 
fiveu.    In  eoBfirmation  of  this,  he  cited  various 


passages  in  the  communications.  Arom  the  British 
ministers  in  every  convention  or  negotiation  h^ld 
with  them  from  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  to 
the  time  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  gave  a  new  impetus  to  its 
encroachments,  and  indaced  it  to  seek  a  pledge 
from  the  Britibh  Government  for  the  protection  of 
any  interests  which  might  grow  up  in  its  settle- 
ment. At  the  time  of  negotiating  the  renewal  of 
the  treaty  of  IIIS,  in  182€,  the  very  propositions 
for  additional  stipulaticins  which  the  British  min- 
ister made,  show  that  England  never  did  construe 
the  treaty  as  reaching  to  anything  but  trade  and 
commerce;  and  the  refusal  of  our  negotiators  to 
admit  those  additional  stipniations  showed  that  we 
peremptorily  refused  to  grant  the  right  of  joint  oc- 
cupation and  settlement. 

Mr.  W.  here  qooted  in  full  the  various  proposi- 
tionaallpded  to,  and  conclusively  established  his 
position  from  concurrent  testimony. 

It  was  dear,  then,  that,  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  we  would  in  nowise  interfere 
or  act  in  conflict  with  our  obligalionis  by  treaty,  so 
long  as  we  take  care  not  to  interrupt  the  right  of 
British  subjects  to  the  free  and  open  pursuits  of  ob- 
jects of  trade  and  commerce.  The  question,  then, 
was  narrowed  down  into  a  ^ery  small  compass. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  right  to  the  terri- 
tory: on  that,  all  were  agreed,  llie  treaty  cannot 
restrain  us  from  the  exercise  of  that  right,  for  it 
has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  it;  and,  therefore, 
the  remaining  thing  to  be  settled  is  the  question  of 
expediency.  That,  too,  he  conceived,  now  ad- 
mitted of  no  doubt. 

That  it  is  expedient  to  go  as  far  at  present  as 
this' bill  proposes  to  go,  he  was  perfectly  latisfied — 
satisfied  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  not  only  give 
no  just  grounds  of  complaint  to  Great  Bri  ain,  but 
that  it  would  be  tjie  means  of  preventing  future 
and  more  formidable,  because  more  accumulated, 
causes  of  difiSculty  with  that  Government.  But, 
independent  of  this  consideration,  there  was  an- 
other, which  he  thought  imperative;  and  it  was, 
that  our  citizens,  who  have  cast  their  fortunes  in 
the  territory,  claim  our  protection,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  grant  it.'  It  is;  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  lawful  pursuits  on 
every  portion  of  our  territory,  no  matter  how  re- 
mote or  inconvenient  from  the  nucleus  ot  Govern- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  extend  its  ter- 
ritorial laws  for  the  benefit  of  those  remotely-settled 
citizens. 

It  i8eq>ecially  expedieut  that  all  this  should  be 
done  now,  and  quickly;  seeing  that  the  longer 
neglect  of  fulfilling  this  duty  is  laid  hold  of  by  a 
rival  power  as  a  ground  for  enlarging  and  strength- 
ening pretensions  which  never  could  have  arisen, 
had  we  made  a  timely  effort  to  secure  our  rights 
from  cavil.  Besides  the  duty  which  binds  us  to 
protect  our  citizens  in  this  territory,  we  owe  it  to 
our  commercial  interest,  in  distant  seas,  to  provide 
for  them  a  harbor  of  shelter,  such  as  the  Columbia 
alone  affords,  on  the  Northwest  coast.  Our  fleet 
stationed  in  the  Pacific,  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  is  jBUtiiled  to  the  facilities  which  we 
should  create  there  for  re-equipment,  refitting,  and 
revictualing.  We  should  have  a  fort  there,  which 
would  serve  them  as  a  naval  station,  with  our  citi- 
zens around  it  ready  at  all  times  to  make  a  mar- 
ket with  their  productions  for  the  wants  of  our 
marine  service  in  that  distant  quarter.  England 
could  not  be  jealous  of  this,  for  she  has  done  the 
same  thing.  And,  independent  of  all  these  con- 
siderations, there  is  another  class  of  beings  to 
whom  we  owe  obligations  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
fulfil.  He  alluded  to  Ihe  aborigines  of  the  terri- 
tory. It  is  our  duty  to  extend  to  them  protection, 
and  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  they  stand  in 
need  of  it.  It  is  our  duty  to  introduce  among 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  the  lights  of  the 
gospel.  In  no  other  way  can  we  so  well,  so  effect- 
ually, and  so  cheaply  fulfil  all  these  duties,  as  by 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 

Bir.PHBLPS  remarked  that,  as  a  member  of 


the  committee  which  reported  the  bill,  he  coucur* 
red  in  the  general  views  taken  by  the  commiiiee; 
and  ill  respect  to  the  general  conditions  involved  in 
the  bill,  be  believM,  the  committee  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  them.  With  the  views  of  Sen- 
ators be  had  nothing  to  say;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  vindicate  the 
bill  from  the  charge  that  its  provisions  came  in  con- 
flict with  the  convention  made  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  Great  Briuin  for  the  joint  occupation 
of  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  He  would  only  say 
that,  if  such  was  the  effect  of  the  bill,  it  departed 
very  widely  from  the  purposes  of  the  committee  iit 
agreeing  to  it.  There  was  nothing  further  from 
their  purpose  than  to  involve  this  country  iu  a  difll- 
culty  with  the  most  powerful  nation  on  the  globe, 
by  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  that  nation  under 
the  convention  alluded  to.  He  was  confident  thai 
the  bill,  as  it  stood  under  the  new  modification,  did 
not  conflict  with  that  convention,  but  was  In  con- 
formity with  the  construction  Great  Britain  herself 
put  upon  its  provisions. 

As  the  bill  caoDc  from  the  committee,  it  provided 
that  one  section  of  640  acres  of  land  should  be  giv- 
en to  each  white  male  inhabitant  who  might  settle 
in  that  territory;  but,  under  Ihe  new  modification,  it 
provided  that  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for 
the  granting  of  640  acres  to  each  settler.  The 
provision,  as  it  stood,  made  the  grant  of  land;  but 
the  modification  says  that  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  to  grant  it.  The  modification,  he  conceiv- 
ed, made  no  difference;  for  the  principle  at  the  back 
of  it  was  the  same.  The  great  question,  and  only 
question,  was,  w'hether  the  bill  came  in  conflict 
with  the  convention  or  agreement  between  the  two 
countries.  He  believed  that  it  was  perfectly  har- 
monious with  the  convention,  if  they  put  upon 
that  convention  the  construction  which  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbout]  showed 
had  been  placed  upon  it  by  England  herself — as  that 
of  a  commercial  treaty  only.  If  it  did  even  extend 
so  fkr  as  to  prohibit  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try at  all,  the  bill  did  not  conflict  with  the  conven- 
tion, because  it  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  a  pro- 
spective settlements— of  holding  out  inducesEients 
mere^  to  eur  citizens  •  to  settle  there.  Great 
Britam  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  even  un- 
der the  latter  construction,  until  the  act  was  car- 
ried into  effect — that  is,  by  hereafter  making  the 
grant  which  was  guarantied  in  the  bill.  The  bill 
only  holds  out  the  inducement  for  our  citizens  to 
go  and  make  settlements,  but  not  to  take  exclusive 
and  permanent  possession  of  the  country.  The 
bill  could  not  be  made  a  subject  of  complaint  by 
Great  Britain,  until  the  grant  of  land  was  actually 
niade,  and  the  country  taken  possession  of,  or  the 
citizens  occupying  lands  under  title  from  the  United 
States  came  in  conflict  with  British  subjects.  There 
was  a  stronger  ground  still.  The  question  raised 
was,  as  to  the  purport  of  the  convention  of  1818«- 
how  far  did  it  permit  citizens  of  this  country  to  oc- 
cupy that  territory.  The  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion were,  simply,. that  any  portion  of  the  country 
claimed  by  either  oif  the  parties  to  the  convention 
should,  from  the  signing  of  that  convention,  be 
free  and  open  to  the  subjects  and  citizen^  of  both 
Gk)vernments;  and  that  its  provisions  should  not  be 
construed  to  prejudibe  any  claim  of  this  country,  or 
right  to  the  territory.  Ine  joint  occupation  was 
not,  in  terms,  for  purposes  of  trade,  or  for  purposes 
of  settlement.  The  convention  was  general;  and 
whether  it  allowed  of  permanent  settlements  in  the 
country,  or  not,  was  a  question  of  construction.  .  If 
England  complains  of  the  action  of  Congress,  it 
must  be  on  the  ground  that  we  misunderstand  the 
construction  of  that  convention.  If  we  follow  the 
construction  given  to  it  by  her,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  Mr.  P.  then  cited  from  the  law  of  Parlia- 
ment resting  on  the  convention,  in. favor  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  a  provision  to  the  effect 
that  nothing  in  that  act  should  be  consumed  to  allow 
any  body  corporate  to  make  grants,  or  to  exercise  the 
rights  of  trade  with  the  Indians,  to  the  exclusion  of 
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eitJseM  of  the  United  Ettfi^  of  America,  Be  then 
quoted  fortber  provisions  of  the  law,  which  went 
coDclasiTely  to  prove  that  the  ireaiy  was  one  of 
trade  and  commerce  with  the  Indians  merely,  and 
thai  the  rights  of  the  United  Stales  were  scrapu- 
lonsly  guarded.  He  then  quoted  other  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Parliament  extending  the  laws  of  Can- 
ada over  the  portions  of  that  territory  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  as  a  justifica- 
tioQ  of  the  provision  of  this  bill  which  authorized 
the  conrts  nf  the  United  States  to  extend  their  jn- 
risdiction  over  the  American  settlements  in  that 
territory. 

Mf'.  P.  then  went  on  to  say  that  the  promise  of  a 
provision  hereafter,  by  Congress,  of  a  grant  of  lands 
to  s<*t)ers,  is  of  the  same  nature  as  onr  pre-emption 
rights  allowed  in  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  Ubi- 
ted  States.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  grant  of 
lands  sboald  precede  the  eccupancy.  Our  svstem 
has  be4>n  to  permit  the  occupancy  first,  giving  a 
pre-emption  right,  which  is  to  secure  the  possession 
afterwards.  The  provision  of  this  bill  would  act  in 
hire  manner,  ft  would  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a 
pre-emption  right  to  such  portion  of  territory  as 
should*  belong  to  us. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  England  to  make  such  a 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  her  settlers.  No  one 
but  the  Crown  can  dispute  title  with  them.  The 
mere  possession  and  continued  occnpaney  is  suffi- 
cient title  to  insure  the  grant  front  the  Crown  at 
some  future  time,  and  is  lelied  upon  as  safely  as  if 
secured  by  act  of  Parliament.  The  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  already  have  this  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy; and  to  place  our  citizens  on  an  equal  foot* 
ing,  it  is  indispensable  that  we  give  them  the  assur- 
ance which  this  bill  proposes— which  Is  the  modein 
which  we  always  secure  settlers  in  oni  new  territo- 
ries. 

No  man  in  the  Senate  was  more  opposed  to  war 
than  he  was.  He  knew^that  j>eace  was  essential 
to  the  tnteresis  of  this  country.  He  knew  that  it 
sttited  best  with  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  peo- 
ple. He  would  not,  therefore,  lightly  advocate 
anything  calculated  to  produce  collision  with  a  for- 
eign power.  But,  although  he  would  not  wantonly 
enter  into  conflict,  he  could  not,  to  shun  it,  give 
countenance  to  an  act  so  absurd  as  that  of  a  mere 
idle  assertion  of  oir  rights  without  an  accompany- 
ing and  absolutely  necessary  provision  for  exer- 
cising them.   ' 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  $aid  he  had  examined  the 
bill  with  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  his  support;  but 
be  felt  constrained  to  say,  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  1818,  that  be  feared  it  could 
not,  consistently  with  good  faith,  become  thfe  law 
of  (be  land.  He  would  go  as  far  as  he  who  went 
farthest  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  this  country, 
and  asserting  our  claim  to  the  Oregon  Territory, 
and  in  passing  all  necessary  laws  within  the  limits 
of  the  just  powers  of  this  Government;  but,  while 
he  was  for  sustaining  those  rights,  he  was  also  for 
preserving  all  the  covenants  entered  into  by  this 
Government  with  a  foreign  power*  The  only 
questions  to  which  he  desired  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion were,  first,  as  to  wjieiber  this  bill  did  or  did 
not  interfere  with  the  stipulations  of  the  convea* 
tibn  of  1818.  When  this  question  was  satisliaeto- 
rily  settled,  the  only  remaining  question  would  be, 
Was  it  expedient  to  pass  the  bill?  In  order  to  as- 
certain wbetber  the  bill  would  conflict  with  the  i 
stipulations  of  that  convention,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  not  only  the  phraseology,  but  the 
spirit  and  object  of  the  convention.  By  the  terms 
of  the  convention,  it  was  agreed  that  the  country* 
together  wifh  iia  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  should 
be  free  and  open,  for  ihe  space  of  ten  years,  to  th« 
vessels,  f ubjeets,  and  citizens  of  the  two  powers. 
Whether  the  terms  **free  and  open"  were— as  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  supposed— to  be  un- 
fitted to  the  sense  of  a  mere  trading  establishment, 
leaving  both  parties  free  to  assert  their  right  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  the  territory;  whether  it 
were  a  mere  commercial  treaty,  or  (as  was  sup- 
posed by  other  gentlemen)  it  were  capable  of  a 
more  extended  construction,  giving  the  rights  of 
national  occupancy  to  the  subjects  of  each  nation;— 
in  either  point  of  view,  the  same  result  would  fol- 
low-^vlz:  that  neither  Government  had  the  right  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  other. 


BBe  was  now  sinking  of  the  principle  involved  in 
the  words  of  the  convention;  and  that  was  clearly 
that,  if  this  Government  exercise  the  right  of 
granting  titles  to  any  portion  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, it  amounted  to  an  exercise  of  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction,  which  might  conflict  with  the  freedom 
and  openness  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  It  was 
the  highest  assertion  of  right  that  could  possibly  be 
made,  and  would  most  undoubtedly  operate  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  other  contracting  party.  What 
was  the  principalobject  of  the  ueaty?  It  was  to 
prevent  the  occnrrcace  of  quarrels  and  dissensions 
between  the  parties.  With  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  could  any  Senator  doubt  that  the  design  was, 
that  no  grants  of  land  should  be  made  by  either 
party?.  Would  it  not  serve  to  create  those  very 
disputes  and  diffieuliies  which  the  convention  was 
intended  to  avert?    . 

There  was  not  much  analogy  between  this  case 
and  the  case  stated  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire— of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  this 
country  and  Russia,  by  which  the  port  of  Archan- 
gel should  be  free  for  American  vessels.  This  bill 
provided  expressly  (hat  any  portion  of  the  territory 
might  be  occiy^ied  by  settlers  emigrating  from  this 
country,  and  that  a  good  title  should  be  given  to 
them;  which  was  the  highest  act  of  sovereignty. 

It  had  been  stated  that  this  bill  proposed  to  do 
nothing  more  than  Great  Britain  had  already  done; 
but  if  he  bad  rightly  understood  the  purport  of  the 
communication  wjiich  was  read  to  the  Senate  yes- 
terday, they  were  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  the  British  Gh>vernment  had  expressly 
disavowed  the  making  of  any  grants.  He  was 
not  going  to  deny  that  Great  Britain — who  grasped 
at  every  ad?antage — would  be  very  willing 
that  this  territory  sbenld  be  settled  by  her 
own  subjects;  but  if  they  were  to  believe 
the  assertion  of  her  accredited  agent  in  this 
case,  she  had  done  nothing  which  could  in- 
terfere with  the  stipulations  of  the  convention; 
and  yet  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill  to  exercise 
the  highest  act  of  sovereignty  that  could  be  exer- 
cised by  any  Government.  Was  he  not  right, 
then,  in  saying  that  the  bill  would  conflict  with  the 
convention?  Gentlemen  would  ask,  did  they  mean 
to  suffier  themselves  to  be  entirely  dispossessed  by 
the  'Hudson  Bay  Company?  No  such  thing. 
He  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  would  be  wise  to 
put  an  end  to  their  encroachments;  but  he  would 
do  it  in  a  way  which  the  convention  would  allow, 
by  giving  one  year^  notice  of  our  intention.  He 
thought  it  far  better  to  take  this  course^  than  to 
render  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of 
having  acted  in  contravention  of  our  solemn  en- 
gagements. 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  next  obtained  the'floor^aad  re- 
marked that  he  had  been  reluctant  to  enter  into 
this  diacusaion;  and  certainly  should  not  have  riaen 
to  take  part  in  it,  had  it  not  appeared  to  him  that 
there  were  other  grounds  than  those  yet  advanced, 
which  would  influence  him  in  opposing  the  passage 
of  thia  bill.  The  objections  he  had  to  it  seemed 
to  him  to  be  of  greater  magnitude  than  could  at 
that  Uite  hour  be  discussed.  He  would  therefore 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  in  moving  an  wi^ 
journment. 

At  Mr.  KING'S  suggestton,  the  further  consid- 
wation  of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning.  * 

The  knotion  to  adjourn  having  been  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  went  into 
executive  session;  and  'after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRBSBNTATIYES. 
ToKsnAT,  January  34, 1843. 

Mr.  CROSS  presented,  under  the  resolutioa 
adopted  by  the  House,  the  petitions  following^  to  wit: 
Of  Joseph  H.  Egner,  praying  a  confirmation  of  title 
to  a  traot  of  land  in  Independence  county,  Arkan- 
sas, located  by  said  Bgner  and  Charles  McArthur, 
in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  claim. 

And  of  L.  D.  Harchand,  of  Uttle  Rock,  Arkan- 
sas, for  indemnity  on  acaount  of  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  France  prior  to  1800;  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  leave  to  oflFer  a  reaolntion 
of  inqtiry,  which  was  read  as  follows: 


Resolved,  That  the  PtesideDt  of  tbt  United  ScatM  be  r»- 
qaested  to  ^mmanlcate  to  this  HoqMi  ai  soon  M  practnabl^ 
answera  to  the  following  iDquiriw: 

Are  the  commisaioiiers  appoiatedin  pucmsikce  t^^'P' 
propriation  made  at  tlie  last  seedon  of  CongreM  to  adjndlcaie 
claimi  arWng  under  the  Cherokee  treeiy  oT  1831k  inairaeted  «• 
hold  their  seMiona  in  Waahiogtoo,  ot  ameqg  the  IndiaoB  In 
North  Carolina  1  ^ 

What  other  and  further  inftructions  are  given  ttf  Mtid  con- 
mMoneri? 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

STATE  OF  THE  FlNANCnBS: 
Mr.  ROOSEVELT  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  as  follows: 

JUaolvedjThui  the  Becretary  oHhe  Tieaaory  he  duaeiedto 
Inform  the  House,  at  aa  early  a  daj'aa  practicabie,  whetlm 
(here baa,  or  haa  not, l>een  a  great  falling  otTIa  the  aceruiog 
revenuea  from  import^aince  the  paaaage  of  the  tariff  aot  of  the 
30ib  August  laat,  aa  compared  with  ibeaame period  in  tbayean 
1839,  1810,  and  1841:  and  what,  in  hia  opinion,  (aaramlojgtbe 
■aid  receipts  ainee  the  let  of  September  laat  aa  a  haa^)  wW 
be  the  prolmble  anooant  of  the  net  reTenqe  fmn  ImpepB 
for  the  year  1&13;  and  the  probable  amount  of  the  pablic 
debt  at  the  end  of  the  said  year;  and  what  maaaurea,  if  any, 
will,  in  hia  opinion,' be  neeeasary  to  inaare  the  panctnal  pa^* 
BMnt  of  the  JBiereat,  and  the  ultimate  Uqaidattonfaf  the  pvind- 
pal,  of  the  aaid  debt        , 

This  resolution  could  not,  under  the  rules,  be 
considerf  d,  except  by  onanimoos  consent. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  a  statement  bad  already 
been  submitted  from  the  department. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  the  report  from  tlM  de* 
partment  did  not  cover  the  whole  groand,  but  on* 
ly  related  to  a  single  quarter. 

Mr.  FILLMOREsaw  no  necessity  in  aeoomn- 
lating  these  calls  upon  the  departments. ' 

Mr.  BIRDSEYE  objected  to  the  further  consid* 
oration  of  the  resolution  as  out  of  order. 

OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  STEBNROD  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
board  of  trade  of  Wheeling,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation by  Congress  to  remove  the  obstraetions  in 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers.  He  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  printed. 

Mr^  STANLT  objected  to  the  printing  of  the 
memorial.  _ 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STEENROD, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  pdnt 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  theeonaiden- 
tion  of  sundry  petitions. 

QBNERAL  JACKSON  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  the  resolatioiia  of 
the  State  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  instructing  their  Senators  and 
reqnesiiDg  their  Representatives  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  procure  m  remission  of  the  fine  im- 
posed on  General  Jackson  in  iSlS  by  Judge  Hail. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read;  after 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANSTON,  they,  were  kid 
on  -the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  several  committees  were  ealled  oa  for  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  S.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report. 

Mr.  GIODINGS,  from  the  Conunittee  of  Claims, 
made  several  adverse  reports. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  when  the  Comminse  oa 
Commerce  was  ealled,  rose  and  asked  the  House 
to  take  up,  at  an  early  day,  the  joint  resolntiOB  of 
last  session,  reported  by  him,  for  conttnning  the 
treaties  now  in  foree  with  certain  powers,  fie 
sugf^f  sted  that  the  5th  of  February  be  set  apart  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  aetioe, 
and  it  was  not  considered. 

Mr.  BREWSTER,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  bill  leponed 
last  session  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OAes 
and  Post  Roads,  redudng  the  rate  of  poetifes  in 
the  United  States,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WM.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office'  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  advene 
report. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  begged  leave  to  offer  a  reeoliH 
tion,  changing  the  hour  of  meeting  to  11  o^doekoa 
and  after  the  d9th  January. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  the  oonstderatiea  of 
the  resolution. 
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▲  Motioo  wms  made  by  Mr,  RUSSELL  to  saa- 
peod  ibe  rales  for  that  purpose;  which  be,  bo  veTer, 
MtMqveatly  withdrew. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  POWELL,  from  the  Committee  for  tbe 
Pistrict  of  Colombia,  reported  tbe  following  reso- 
lotloo,  which  was  adopted: 

Mt$aivd.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  dirrcted  tn  cominu* 
idcut  to  thb  Hooae  the  progreei  and  preient  condition  of  the 
mm  «anted  oa  for  the  repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge,  and 
«ia^  tj  thaaet  of  September,  18(1,  were  to  be  executed  **un- 
dtr  toe  ordera  and  general  direction"  of  raid  Secretary.  And, 
cMi  whit  impediments  have  intervened  to  delay  the  final  com- 
pMonoftfaaworfc;  and  why,  with  adequate  appropriatlooe  at 
eommaod,  a  eofficient  force  might  not  haTe  been  applied  to 
■aeurelo  tbe  poblic,  for  the  present  winter,  so  important  an  ac- 
comondalioii. 

Bfr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Prirate  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  teuiers  in  tbe  southeast  district  of  Loa- 
Isiaaa.  Tlie  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
eiignwsed* 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
If Uittry  Affairs,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered 
tabe  printed. 

Hr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
nl  Affidrs,  reported  the  following  resointion,  which 
was  adopted: 

SttoheOj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  be  directed  to 
aaetrtain  and  report  to  the  House  of  RepressntatiTes  the  amount 
Mndlng  doe  and  claimed  on  the  booksof  thedeparunent  to  offi- 
osM,  Manen,  marhMa,  and  others  attached  to  the  n^yy,  from  the 
(lae  of  itsestahlisbment  to  the  year  1840. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Rtfolationary  Peosiena,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Maria  Fowler:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Ccmmittee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Rerolatiooary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
Uef  of  the  chtidren  of  Mary  Rbinewali:  twice  read, 
and  reftr>ed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hooje. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  MATHIOT,  the  same  com* 
mittee  was  discharged  from  tbe  consideration  of 
snndry  memorials. 

THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS  AND  CHINA. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  tn  Foreign 
AAuitB,  to  whom  was  referred  a  message  of  the 
President  recommending  an  appropriation  for  ear- 
ipiof  on  commercial  interconr^e  with  the  Sand- 
wfeh  islands  and  China,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  two  bills — a  bill^  to  provide  for  fntore  in- 
leraoarse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Gov- 
iTMMW  of  tbt  Hawtian  or  Sandwich  islands;  and 
nbiU  to  provide  means  for  future  intereonrse  be- 
twactt  the  United  States  and  China. 

Ite  bills  were  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Gommiltoe  of  the  ¥niole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union. 

Bir.  ADAMS  expressed  a  desire  to  have  them 
liten  up  and  acted  on  at  an  early  day,  in  order 
tfwtthey  mifht  fo  to  the  Senate. 

Tbt  SPBAKfflit  said  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Honse  would  indnlae  the  gentleman  by  roing  into 
GraiMillae  of  ibe  Whole  at  an  early  day,  without 
nyOuag  any  special  order  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Mary  Tucker;  which  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  HALSTED,  from  the  Committee  of  Ejec- 
tions, reported  bill  No.  649— **A  bill  to  suspend 
the  operauon  of  tbe  second  section  of  the  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives among  the  several  States  according  to  the 
ffixih  Census' '' — with  an  amendment:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  made  another  at* 
tempt  to  get  up  his  resolution  changing  the  hour  of 
the  meeting  of  the  House  to  11  o'clock;  but  with- 
out success. 

QEN.  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
leaehitioA  directing  the  Committ^  on  tbe  Judiciary 
to  leport  a  bill  for  refunding  ihe  fine  imposed  on 
Qen.  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815,  by  Judge 
Hail ■■ -being  the  rf  gular  business  of  the  morning 
hoar* 

Mr.  BOTTS  observed  that  he  had  had  tbe  floor 
linee  Friday  la&t,  without  an  opportunity  to  ez- 
his  sentiments  on  the  subject;  and  no  mem- 


ber bad  evinced  tbe  least  debtre  to  eall  it  up.  He 
had  watted  so  long,  that  the  train  of  reflections  in 
which  he  had  indulged  bad  been  almost  lost. 

He  thought  that  every  one  nrast'  have  >been 
struck  with  the  peculiarity  of  the  lime,  manner, 
and  circumstances,  in  which  this  matter  had  been 
brought  before  the  House.  It  was  seven-and* 
twenty  years  ago  that  this  fine  was  imposed  on 
General  Jackson,  by  a  judicial  officer,  for  what  he 
termed  a  gross  and  outrageous  contempt  of  the 
courts  of  justice;  and  yet  it  was  but  lately  that  the 
refunding  of  .it  was  thought  of.  The  proceeding, 
too,  did  not  come  from  tbe  people,  but  came  from 
the  Legislatures  of  several  States,  by  instructions 
to  their  Senators,  and  requests  to  their  Representa- 
tives, to  vote  immediately  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
restoring  the  fine,  with  costs  and  interest— though 
the  Government  never  pays  interest  to  its  creditors, 
though  they  may  have  had  their  lawful  dues  lying 
in  the  treasury  for  years.  Let  it  be  borne  In  mind, 
too,  that  this  was  tbe  first  Whig  Congress  that  had 
sat  for  years;  add,  further,  that  it  was  the  last  Con- 
gress that  would  sit  prior  to  the  convention  that 
was  to  nominate  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
The  conclusion,  therefore,  was  inevitable,  that  tbe 
whole  proceeding  was  to  purchase  tbe  political  sup- 
port of  General  Jackson  for  one  or  the  other  of  tbe 
aspirants. 

In  the  coarse  of  his  political  life,  he  had  several 
times  felt  himself  called  on  to  speak  in  terms  de- 
rogatory of  General  Jackson,  and  he  had  hoped 
that  he  should  net  be  compelled  to  speak  of  him 
again;  he  bad  hoped  that  the  .General's  friends 
would  not  have  committed  tbe  imprudence  of  drag- 
ging this  weak,  if  not  superannuated,  old  man 
again  into  the  political  arena.  In  his  whole  life, 
be  had  found  but  one  bright  spot,  and  that  was 
the  one  his  friends  were  iu)w  endeavoring  to  wipe 
out — be  meant  his  prompt  submission  to  judicial 
authority. 

As  his  own  S'ate  (Virgioia)  had  undertaken  to 
interfere  in  ibis  matter,  and  had  given  instructions 
to  her  Senators,  and  requests?  her  Representatives, 
to  vote  for  refunding  thisfioe,  be  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  give  the  reasons  why  be  could  not  comply 
wlih  the  request  of  tbe  Legislature.  Having  re- 
ceived that  request,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  look 
into  all  the  facts  connected  wih  the  case;  and  hav- 
ing done  so,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  be 
could  not  with  propriety  rote  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  review  of  the  transac* 
tions  of  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  from 
the  time  he  took  command  there,  till  after  the  treaty 
of  peace  was  made  known  to  him;  taking  a  brief 
view  of  the  arrest  of  Louallier  and  Judge  Hall, 
and  tbe  proceedings  consequent  thereon;  and  In  the 
course  of  this  part  of  his  remarks,  characterized 
the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  as  tbe  mt>st  des- 
potic, cruel,  and  tyrannical  that  had  ever  been  per- 
petrated in  any  country.  When  Mr.  B.  spoke  of 
General  Jackson's  application  to  the  Legislature  to 
suspend  the  Ao^oseefpuf  act,  and  his  declaration  of 
martial  law-^ 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  of  the  gentle* 
man  if  be  bad  ever  heard  that  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  bad  shut  up  the  courts  of  justice) 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  bad  not;  and  though  it 
might  be  true  that  the  Legislature  did  shut  up  the* 
courts  of  the  State,  they  had  no  power  to  shut 
up  the  United  States  courts. 

After  commenting  on  the  facts  be  had  stated, 
Mr.  B.  denied  tl^t  General  Jackson  had  the  power 
to  declare  martial  law,  and  to  snbstiti|te  his  own 
absolute  will  for  tbe  laws  of  the  country.  He 
denied  that  he  (the  General)  had  the  right  to  con- 
stitute himself  the  supreme  judge,  both  in  his  own 
camp,  and  over  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  land;  and 
to  imprison  judges,  counsellors,  clerks— andjinsbort, 
eyery  officer  connected  with  the  administration  of 
justice,  declaring  his  own  despotie  will  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingsbsoll,]  a  few  days  ago,  not 
only  denied  the  right  of  Judge  Hall  to  pass  sen- 
tence on  General  Jackson,  but  claimed  for  bim  the 
right  of  a  trial  by  jury;  and,  to  his  (Mr.  B's.)  as- 
tonishment-—for  he  had  great  respect  for  the  gen- 
tleman's legal  attainments--challenied  the  lawyers 
of  the  Honse  to  that  issue.  He  (Mr.  B.)  never 
read  bat  one  law  book  in  his  lifie,  and  that  was 


twenty  years  ago;  and  hew^uld  commend  Miat  a«. 
thority  (Blaekstooe's  (kimmentaries)  to  .thfttg^ntle- 
man's  notice,  as  he  would  find  in  ii  an  anq^le  refu- 
tation of  the  opimons  be  had  gifjen.  , . 

{Here  Mr.  B.  made  m  long  ^jiptfiion  from 
Bladcsteae'S  Commentaries  on  the  svbjeet  of  pub- 
lic wrongs] 

After  reading  those  io^  eitcsjcta  from  Blaok- 
stone^hoeballeng^  tb^genileman  firom  Penasyi- 
vania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Iiiasaaou*,)  or  any  other  lawyer 
en  that  floor,  or  in  this  oonntry«  to  point  to  an  m- 
stance  In  which  contempt  ban  been  punished  by  a 
jury— in  which  a  judge,  sitting  im  his aom',  or  even 
when  not  in  his  court,  when  his  process  bad  be^n 
obstructed,  tried  such  coniempt  by  a  jury. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGBRSOLL,  in  tbeoouRie  of  some 
obsei rations  which  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
BoTTs,  inqoired  Imw  the  commoji  law  got  into 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied,  pvedsely  ast  it  goi  into  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  everywhere  eke  in  this 
country.  When  Lonisfana  was  admi»tfd  into  the 
Union,  the  common  law  was  n«Mssartly  iotiw- 
doced. 

He  then  eonthiaed  to  observe,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  C.  J.  Iihibrsollj  had 
referred  to  the  act  of  1831  on  the  subject  of  con- 
tempts, to  show  that  there  was  no  authority  for  tbe 
course  adopted  on  the-  part  of  Judge  Hall.  Now, 
tbe  act  of  1831  was  designed  to  restrain  the  po^ 
of  tbe  nouns  on  these  questions  of  eoniempt.  He 
read  an  extract  from  that  enacfment  in  eonflrma- 
tion  of  that  position,  and  i»aid  that  that  act,  althongh 
it  was  intended  to  curtail,  to  limit,  and  to  restrain 
the  courts  in  the  exercise  of  their  hi^  prerogatives 
in  cases  of  contempt,  nevertheless  was  authority  in 
such  cases  as  this.  And  that  was  not  only  tbe  law 
of  the  land,  bat  it  was  right  that  it  should  be  the 
law  of  the  land;  for  to  deprive  Judges  of  the  power 
to  punish  for  contempt,  was  at  once  to  break  down 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  administer  justice  and 
tbe  laws  of  the  land. 

Now,  having  shown  what  were  the  facts  of  the 
ease — having  shown,  as  he  had  done,  eonckrsivelyy 
that  the  Judge  had  the  power  to  inflict  this,  the 
mildest  pnn^bment  in  snch  a  case,  be  would  pro- 
ceed to  show  to  the  House  that  there  was  no  propri- 
ety in  tbe  efforts  now  made  to  refund  that  money. 
For  the  information  of  the  Honse,  he  woold  elate  a 
fact-,  which  was,  perhaps,  not  known  to  tbe  members 
of  tbe  House  generally,  and  still  less  to  the  peeple 
of  this  country,  and  certainly  not  known  to  the 
State  Lefislatures,  which  bad  instructed  their  Sen- 
ators, and  requested  their  Representatives,  to  aid 
in  procuring  the  refunding  of  that  fine.  That  fine 
had  been  remitted.  That  flne  had  been  paid  to 
General  Jad^n.  Every  dollar  of  that  money 
Ckujiral  Jackson  had  received;  and  tbe  authority 
on  which  he  made  tbi^t  statement  was  an  article 
in  the  Democratic  Review,  written  by  a  warm 
personal  and  political  friend  of  Gkneral  Jackson, 
who  had  collected  all  his  information  from  tha 
public  records,  and  from  private  history— he  lA* 
hided  to  Mr.  Amos  Kendall.  The  article  was  a 
long  one  on  the  subject  of  (General  Jackson's  fine, 
from  which  he  would  read  an  extract.  He  then 
reiid  a  passage,  the  purport  of  which  was  undei^ 
stood  to  be,  that  a  subscription  was  made  at  New ' 
Orleans  to  refund  the  fine  levied  on  General  Jack- 
son; that  it  was  presented  to,  and  accepted  by, 
General  Jackson;  and  by  bim  wa«  distributed 
amongst  the' widows  and  orphans  of  that  place. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  naora- 
ing  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  Mr.  CUSHING,  and  otbeta 
begged  the  House  to  allow  the  gentlenaan  from 
Virginia  to  go  on,  and  occnpy  his  whole  hoar,  in- 
stei^  of  postponing  tbe  residue  of  his  speech  until 
to-morrow:  this  was  afpreed  to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed.  Now,  he  caDed  the 
attention  of  the  House  particularly  to  the  fact,  thttt 
the  money  was  raised;  that  it  was  ofifered  to  Gtea- 
eral  Jaclmoa;  and,  in  the  langu^gct  of  this  writec, 
[Mr.  Kendall,]  the  money  was  aiyepted,  aad  mas 
distributed  among  tbe  widows  and  orphans  of  New 
Orleans.  Who  could  distribute  the  money,  after 
it  had  been  aeeepted  by  Creneral  Jaeksoa,  hot 
General  Jackson  Iwm9elf  1  Was  it  his  ovpi  moneyt 
Could  hedistribnte  the  money  of  other  people  among 
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ibe  widows  and  orphans  of  New  Orieanst  And  it 
was  att  aet  of  banefleenee  and  of  bencTolenee 
for  which  Qeneral  Jaokson  got  ere4it  at  the  Ume. 
Bat  How  tbay  were  asked  (and  the  gentlemen  who 
mada  the  leqvest  were  aided  by  iht  protestatjoas 
of  Geaecal  Jaekson,  and  by  the  entreaties  of  Gen- 
eral Jaekson)  lo  refund— what?  The  money  he  paid 
into  the  poblie  treasory?  Ifo.  To  pay  back  the* 
money  he  dtstribated  in  charity  to  the  iHdows  and 
orphans  of  New  OrlaaMi}  Where  was  the  an- 
thoriiy  for  the  distribntkm  of  that  money,  unless  i 
was  his  own?  And  ifk  was  his  own,  and  he  da 
lived  all  the  credit  doe  to  the  benevolence  of  the 
aet,  where  was  the  propriety  of  asking  that  House 
to  refond  that  moneyl  The  resuH  of  the  whole 
inqniry  hid  led  him  to  tha  conclnsion  that  the  at- 
tempt made,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
made,  to  procvre  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  refund 
that  fine,  had  grotrn  ont  of  what  he  had  adverted 
to  in  the  first  portion  of  bis  remarks— that  it  was 
an  attempt  to  purchase  the  politieal  favor  of  Qen. 
Jackson,  notwithstanding  Geo.  Jackson  had  him- 
self told  ihem  he  would  take  the  money  on  no  other 
term^  than  a  recognition  of  bis  right  to  do  all  he 
did;  and  unless  they  would  declare,  either  expressly 
or  by  implication,  that  he  had  the  power  to 
declare  martial  law;  that  he  had  the  power  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  Mmi.  eorfus;  that  he  had  the 
power  to  imprison  the  judge;  and  that  he  was 
guiltless  of  tha  lawless  acu  arrayed  against  him. 
They  were  called  upon  to  do  all  this,  aod  thereby 
\o  disgrace  Judge  Hall;  and  to  do  it  at  a  period  just 
before  the  nomination,  by  national  convoations,  of 
candidates  for  the  Presidency  from  amongst  the 
geniiemen  who  had  been  put  prominently  forward. 
They  had  witnessed  the  enthusiasm  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cvshino,]  who, 
some  short  time  since,  was  in  such  hot  haste  to 
pass  this  bill;  but,  since  the  publication  of  Qeneral 
JacksoB^  letter  in  the  public  prints,  that  gentle- 
man had  sat  as  placid  and  as  quiet  as  a  Iamb, 
without  even  attempting  to  call  it  up  during  (he 
morning  hour,  or  the  expression  of  any  anxiety  on 
the  subject.  And  if  that  letter  had  been  published 
at  an  earlier  period,  he  doubted  whether  the  Leg^ 
latnres  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  would  ever 
have  instructed  their  Senators  and  requested  their 
Bepreseatatives  to  aid  the  passage  of  this  bill  io  re- 
fund that  fine. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  this  bidding  for  the  favor 
of  (General  Jaokson,  and  the  expression  of  his  con- 
viction that  there  was  one  who  was  likely  to  be  a 
cacididate  for  the  Presidency,  who  stood  on  too 
lofty  a  pinnacle  ever  to  stoop  so  low,  he  asked  why, 
as  it  was  not  d<me  when  General  Jackson  was  in 
the  pride  and  insolence  of  his  power,  it  dionld.be 
done  now? 
Mr.  RAYNER  obtained  the  floor;  bat 
Mr.  FI(JLMORB  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

PBTBRSBURG  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CARY  craved  permisrion  to  report  a  bill 
from  the  Senate,  for  t^  relief  of  the  Petersburg 
Railroad  Company. 

TheJ>ill  was  taken  up,  and  was  read  twice.  A 
motion  was  then  mads  that  it  be  put  upon  its 
third  reading;  to  trhich,  however,  objection  was 
made. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to 
its  passage,  for  it  would  not  affect  the  revenue. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  an  important 
measure,  and  should  not  be  passed  without  some 
consideration. 

Blr.  CARY  said  he  would  observe  that,  if  tha 
bill  was  not  passed  soon,  it  would  be  of  no  avail. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  B0TT8  asked  permission  to  explain  the 
object  of  the  bill,  and  he  thought  objection  to  it 
would  be  removed.  According  to  the  tariff  law  of 
1843,  a  duty  was  imposed  on  railroad  iron.  But 
all  such  iron  imported  and  laid  down  before  the 
3d  of  March,  1843,  was  exempt  ttqm  duty;  and 
this  bill  was  merely  designed  to  extend  the  time 
for  laying  down  the  rails,  the  iron  being  already 
in  the  country.  If,  however,  this  bill  were  not 
passed,  and  the  company  were  compelled  to  lay 
down  its  rails  witUa  the  tina  now  specified,  thay 


would  do  it;  but  the;  would  necessarily  be  driven 
to  arrest  the  travel  and  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  on  the  great  line  of  Southern  and  Northern 
transportation. 

Mr.  GUSHING  begged  leave  to  stale  a  corre- 
sponding fact.  He  was  directed  to  state,  that  if 
the  Eastern  railroad  had  not  also  an  extension  of 
time  for  the  like  purpose,  they  would  be  compelled 
to  lay  down  their  rails  while  the  grot}nd  was  still 
rh>ien  and  cohered  with  snow. 

Mr.  BOTTSsaid,  if  these  companies  were  driven 
to  lay  down  their  rails  under  such  circumstances, 
tha  lives  and  limbs  of  many  persons  would  be  en- 
dangered, while  travelling  over  the  road. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  this  bill  would  not  -  deprive 
the  treasury  of  a  single  dollar,  as  the  iron  was  al- 
ready in  the  country.  But,  if  the  bill  were  com- 
mitted, he  would  move  to  amend  it,  by  the  sulisti- 
lution  ef  the  more  general  bill,  extending  the  same 
privilege  to  companies  in  other  States  of  the  Union, 
that  their  rails  might  all  be  permanently  laid 
down, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  this  bill  presented  the  fc- 
rious  question  whether  they  would  or  would  not 
repeal  a  portion  of  the  tariff  act  of  1843. 

He  was  the  more  opposed  to  the  object  of  the 
bill,  because  it  was  fbr  the  benefit  of  a  particular 
company.  He  hoped,  if  any  action  was  to  be  had, 
it  would  be  by  the  passage  of  a  general  bill. 

Mr.  PICKENS  suggested  that  the  bill  be  taken 
up,  and  amended  accordingly.  # 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
amend  it.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  this  was 
an  innovation  in  favor  of  an  incorporated  company 
at  the  South.  If  any  companies  reqoired  exemp- 
tion, it  was  those  at  the  North,  which  bad  not  the 
advantage  of  a  track  in  winter  free  from  snow. 
Moreover,  he  thought  that  the  laws  on  the  subject 
of  exempting  railroad  iron  would  require  some  re- 
vision. This  bill  extended  the  exemption  to  all 
iron  laid  down;  whilst  the  act  of  1833  was  modified 
so  as  to  apply  only  to  hwr$  of  iron.  He  hoped  that 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  day. 

Mr.  PICKENS  intimated  his  williognesa  to  ac- 
cept the  modification  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmors]  if  that  gentleman 
would  consent  to  have  the  bill  now  aet^  on^  , 

Mr.  CARY  hoped  there  would  be  no  delay. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said  he  was  in  favor  of  refer- 
ring the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  fiieans. 
He  was  opposed  to  it  in  every  shape.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  privileges  it  was  designed  to  grant, 
whether  made  general  or  special.  Already  had 
this  Petersburg  company  laid  down  their  rails. 

Mr.  CARY  said,  merely  temporarily;  not  with  a 
design  to  be  permanent. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  was  entirely  opposed  to  such 
an  earlf  commencement  of  the  work  of  repealing 
the  provisions  of  the  tariff  of  last  session.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  and  every  act  which  might 
have  that  tendency.  Already  had  this  grant 
remitted  between  three  and  four  millions  of  du- 
ties on  railroad  iron.  Yet  this  country  abounded 
in  iron  ore  1  It  had  the  materials,  the  machinery, 
the  workmen;  and,  with  all  these  advantages,  not 
a  foot  of  railroad  had  been  laid  with  American 
iron.  Congress  had  continually  favored  railroad 
companies.  Why,  he  asked,  should  they  befa- 
'▼or^  above  other  portions  of  sodetyl  Why  tiJie 
millions  from  the  treasury  for  their  btsnefii? 

Mr.  PICKENS  wished  to  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  saying  that  this  bill  would  de- 
prive the  treasury  of  itai  revenosa  The  iron  was 
already  in  the  country. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said  he  could  easily  answer 
the  question.  The  iron  had  come  into  the  country 
subject  to  duty,  unless  the  company  complied  with 
certain  conditions.  The  company  did  not  wish  to 
comply  with  those  conditions,  but  wished  other 
conditions  extended  to  them — without  which,  they 
would  have  to  pay  duty.  He  would  mention  the 
fact  that  various  capitalists  had,  upon  the  faith  of 
the  tariff  bill  of  the  last  session,  invested  their 
money  in  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron.  Would 
it  not  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to  remit  the  duties 
on  railroad  iron,  after  the  enactments  of  the  late 
sessioal 

Mr.  SALTONBTALL  made  a  few  remarks  in 
adTocaqr  of  the  principles  of  the  bUl. 


Mr.  CARY  desired  to  say  that  a  great  dij«y 
would  be  perpetrated  upon  a  largto  portion  of  hk 
constituents,  if  this  bill  should  not  be  speedily 
passed;  and  no  good  could  come  to  any  humiai  b»> 
ing.  If  he  thoo^t  that  the  treasury  would  suffer 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill,  l)e  would  not  uige  it. 
But  it  interfered  with  no  vested  rights.  It  wouM 
not  affect  the  iron  interest.  The  iron  was  already 
imported.  If  it  would  ^ot  be  considered  out  of 
order  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  be 
would  say  that  it  had  been  there  contended  that 
this  bill  presented  a  special  case,  and  was  md  fm- 
erii.  Its  passage  only  involved  a  question  of  IIms. 
If  not  passed  immediately,  its  friends  would  not 
give  a  farthing  for  it. 

He  believed  that,  before  the  passage  of  die  tariff 
bill  of  last  session,  there  was  no  manufactory  of 
railroad  iron  in  the  United  States.  Since  that  bill 
was  passed,  one  manufiactory  had  been  establish- 
ed. When  he  saw  men  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  who  advocated  different  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff,  sustaming  this  bill,  he  could  but 
think  that  it  was  right,  and  ought  to  be  passed. 

After  some  remark^  f)rom  Messrs.  FILLMORE 
and  B0TT8,  the  floor  was  obtained  l^  Mt. 
BRIQGS.  The  subject  was  then  laid  over  mO  to- 
morrow. 

RETRENCHMENT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  hHl 
<<to  reduce  the  number  and  compensation  of  the 
oflScers  and  other  persons  employed  at  tha  port  ci 
New  York." 

Mr.  CUSHING  Inquired  if  the  bUlwutoba 
inrrodnced  as  a  matter  of  favor. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  said  that  he  designed  to  move 
its  reference. 

Mr.  CUSHING  made  no  objection. 

The  bill  was  then  read.  It  recites  the  number  of 
officers  employed  in  the  custom-house  at  New 
York,  together  with  their  aggregate  salaries  ia 
1898  and  in  1840,  and  provides  for  a  rednctioa 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  bill  he  printed, 
-and  referred  io  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  printing  of  the  tuD.  He 
should  hereafter  object  to  the  introduction  of  every- 
thing which  he  did  not  kffow  something  about. 

Mr.  HOLMES  ol^ected  to  the  bill  altofalher. 
Under  the  guise  of  a  bill,  it  was  in  reality  a  Bt* 
ries  of  chai^ces  prefened  against  the  admlniBtnk- 
tions  of  the  Federal  Government  for  the  last  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.  With  the  alarming  fact  that 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1849,  instead  of 
eight  millions  of  reventM,  there  was  btrt  eight  aad 
a  half  millions  of  importations;  it  was  proponed  not 
to  increase  the  revenue,  but  meiely  to  redoea  tha  aal* 
ariesof  the  collecting  ofitoerst 

He  was  unwilling  to  hold  out  to  the  people  an 
inducement  to  believe  that  their  burdens  were  to 
be  reduced  by  such  a  hill  as  the  preset.  But  tfie 
time  would  come  when  their  distresses  would  be 
relieved— when,  by  an  alteration  of  the  tariff,  new 
blood  would  be  infused  into  the  body  politic 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  H.,  aot 
distinctly  heard, 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  whether  It  would  be  In 
order  te  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not— the  bill  now 
before  the  House  having  been  introduced  by  ge&- 
eral  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  objected  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  had  not  heard  any  objeetioii 
from  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  moved  that  the  bQl  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr*.  G.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Gushoio]  to  withdraw  his 
tion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHING  declined  doing  so,  unless  the  i 
thor  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House  would  move 
to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  standing  committees^  in- 
stead of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


197 


ZC 


Tbe  qoestioii  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  bill 
OB  the  table,  and  resulted— yeas  15,  nays  155. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejeeted. 

The  ^aeelion  |hen  recarred  on  the  motion  to  re- 
in the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and,  the  qaestion  bein^  pat,  it 
dedded  in  the  aflirmatiye,  wiiheat  a  diTision. 


THB  BXCHEdUBR  BII4L. 
Tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  adverse  to  the  plan  of  tbe  ezche qtier,  as 
recommended  by  the  President,  came  ap  for  pon- 
sideratioiL  as  the  regular  order  of  the  day.  The 
state  of  the  qnestion  was  this:  The  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  conelnded  with  a  reso- 
latioiirthat  it  was  noi  expedient  to  adopt  the  plan 
of  an  exeheqaer  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tkeasory,  and  recemmended  to  Congress  by 
the  Szeeotiife;  which  resolution  Mr.  Coshino  had 
yeateiday  moved  to  amend  by  striking  oat  tbe 
word  **««l.»» 

Mr.  CUSHING,  who  had  the  floor,  obsenred 
that  these  propositions  embraced  the  whole  sabject 
of  the  canency  and  the  finances  of  the  country; 
and  in  the  uncertainty  whether  the  House  ever  in- 
tended to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
ezeheqoer  bill,  he  should  in  this  form  enter  into 
the  question  as  introductory  to  the  debate  upon  tbe 
whole  subject  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  writings  on  the 
Fttauh  Bevohition,  complained  tiiat  the  age  of 
chivalry  was  gone,  and  that  the  aae  of  sophistry 
and  chicanery  had  sueceeded  it.  There  was  much 
truth  in  this  remark.  The  present  age  was  agitated 
with  qnestioDS  of  banking,  finance,  and  curreDcy— 
all  of  them  questions  in  wliich  the  interests  rather 
tfaaa  the  feehngs  of  mankind  were  involved.  In 
diaenssing,  then,  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
Buat  ask  its  indulgence  while  he  gave  a  dry  and 
uninteresting  statement  of  facts — facts  which  he 
ooold  only  take  time  to  stute,  without  stopping  to 
them. 


Tbe  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  {and  Means,  (upon  bis  motion  to  amend 
whkh  the  question  was  pending,)  was  a  mere  nega- 
tion of  action  of  any  sort  whatever;  but  although 
it  was  impliedly  merely  negative  of  a  particular 
teasure,  yet  it,  in  effect,  avowed  an  exclusive 
preference  for  a  United  States  bank.  In  the  whole 
scope  of  the  financial  questions  before  them,  the 
eommittee  had  gone  into  only  one  form  of  a  single 
idea,  which  they  negatived.  That  the  Aouse  and 
the  country  might  see  the  particular  nature  of  this 
report,  let  it  be  supposed  that,  in  the  tariff  act  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  obedi- 
enee  to  the  order  of  the  House— let  it  be  supposed 
timt  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  instead 
of  reporting  that  bill  back,  or  of  amending  it,  or 
reporting  some  other  bill  on  the  same  subject,  when 
die  demand  of  the  country  was  so  urgent  for  set- 
tling the  tariff  question^bad  simply  reported  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  pass  the  particular  bill  pre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Had 
audi  a  report  been  made  at  the  last  session,  every- 
body would  have  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  not  performed  their  duty — not  met 
the  wants  and  expectations  of  the  country.  Now, 
in  their  report  upon  the  exchequer,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  precisely  the  same 
thing  that  he  had  imagined  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 
In  the  preliminary  debate  on  this  subject,  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  at  the 
last  session  was  taken  to  task  for  reporting  a  bill 
of  their  own,  instead  of  reporting  back  to  the 
House  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  their  conduct  was  commented  on  in  very  severe 
terms.  But  what  was  the  contrast  presented  be- 
tween the  course  of  the  select  committee,  and  that 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  The  for- 
mer, whilst  they  presented  a  bill  different  from  that 
of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  were  not  then, 
and  were  not  now,  excltisivety  devoted  to  it.  If 
tbe  majority  of  the  House  were  ready  to  adopt  the 
biU  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  was  ready 
to  vote  for  it;  and  if  the  House  should  go  into 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  of  the  select 
eoouDittee,  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  would  do  this,  that  the  whole  subject  might 
be  brought  before  the  House;  and  that  no  gentle- 


man might  avoid  the  responsibility,  that  rested  on 
him,  of  voting  on  it. 

We  come  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  tbe  investigation  of 
this  qaestion  in  a  peculiar  exigency  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Qovemment.  With  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  of  the  Uaited  States  Bank,  had  expired  all 
the  laws  regulating  the  depositing,  disbursing,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  moneys  by  means  of  that  in- 
stitution. The  independent  treasury  had  been  re- 
pealed by  law;  and  that  mode  of  regulating  the 
public  deposites,  disbursements,  and  transfers,  had 
also  ceased  to  exist.  What,  then,  was  tbe  peculiar 
predicament  of  the  (government,  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  refused  to  do  any- 
thing in  relation  to  the  subject?  Why,  the  pubUc 
deposites  were  held  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  of  1789;  [here  Mr.  C.  recited 
tb^  act;]  and  it  was  upon  tbe  extremely  general 
provisions  of  that  act  that  the  deposites  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money  were  now  made, 
subject  only  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  And 
in  regard  to  the  materials  to  be  received  at  the 
treasury,  there  was  but  one  act  regnlatine  that  sub- 
ject; and  that  was  the  resolution  of  1816.  [Here 
'Mr.  C.  recited  the  provisions  of  that  act] 

In  this  predicament  of  tbe  Government,  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  whom  this  dis- 
cretion was  imposed  by  tbe  existing  laws,  came  to 
the  House,  and  asked  it  to  relieve  him  of  that  dis- 
cretion, and  to  take  away  from  bim  this  general 
power  over  the  treasury.  To  this  appeal  of  the 
Bxecutive— that  Congress  should  s(Hp  him  of  tliis 
power,  and  impose  fixed  bounds  and  liimits  to  his 
authority — what  was  the  reply  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means?  It  was,  that  he  should  retain 
that  power—- that  he  should  not  be  relieved  of  his 
responsibility,  unless  it  could  be  done  by  the  agen- 
cy of  a  joint  stock  bank.  That  was  precisely  the 
state  of  the  question.  It  was  not  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Glovemment  to  say  that,  because 
they  cannot  have  a  United  States  bank,  the  Comi- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  not  agree  that 
there  shall  be  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  But 
there  was  a  question  beyond  the  mere  exigency 
of  the  Government;  and  that  was,  the  exigency 
of  tbe  people.  Now,  what  did  the  people  of  the 
United  States  want  in  regard  to  this  matter! 
Did  they  respond  to  this  reply  of  the  Cominittee 
of  Ways  and  Means?  Did  they  say  that,  because 
there  could  not  be  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
there  should  be  no  legislation  on  the  subject?  He 
said,  no.  No  portion  of  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States  took  the  ground  that  there  should  be  no 
legislation  on  the  subject,  unless  for  the  purpose  of 
chartering  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  Here  Mr. 
C.  referr^  to  the  late  elections,  to  show  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  on  tbe  subject.  He 
admitted  that  there  was  a  minority  of  the  people 
of  the  country  who  wanted  a  bank  of  the  United 
States;  but  he  denied  that  any  portion  of  that  mi- 
nority took  the  ground  that  they  would  have  one» 
or  nothing  else.  In  tbe  first  place,  they  did  not 
desire  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
that  they  might  obtain  a  greater  facility  of  loan  s 
for  there  was  already  too  much  bank  capi- 
tal in  the  country.  He  repeated  that  they  did 
net  desire  a  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  tu  tbe  sum  total  of  bank 
paper  currency,  and  thereby  increasing  the  facil- 
ity of  obtaining  loans.  If,  then,  tbe  minority  of 
tbe  people  did  not  desire  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  for  this  purpose,  for  what  purpose  did  they 
desire  it? .  They  desired  it,  in  the  first  place,  as  a 
depository;  secondly,  for  the  transfer  of  funds  from 
one  point  to  another;  thirdly,  to  give  a  nationality 
to  paper  currency,  instead  of  gold  and  silver;  and, 
fourthly,  to  strengthen  tbe  credit  of  the  paper  of  the 
State  banks.  Now  he  contended  that  all  these  ob- 
jects were  attainable  without  the  aid  of  a  United 
States  bank.  But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  could  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  bad?  He  assumed 
that  it  could  not  in  the  current  three  years;  that  it 
could  not  be  had  during  the  lemaining  two  years 
of  the  present  Administration,  nor  in  the  first  year 
of  tbe  next.  Would  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fillm oai]  have  the  country  wait  for 
that  long  period,  without  any  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  finances?  But  he  would  present  a 
stronger  case.    He  weal|l  assume  that  there  coold 


be  no  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  seven 
years.  There  was,  therefore^  a  stronger  case  pro* 
seated;  and  he  would  ask  the  Coaamittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  if  they  would  have  tlie  country  wait  for 
the  next  seven  years,  without  any  legislation  on  the 
sabject  of  the  currency,  and  the  ^ekeeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,  beeaase  they 
cannot  get  a  bank  of  the  United  State&l 

But,  again:  suppose  a  bank  charter  a  possible 
fact,  witUn  a  period  of  three  years— which  It  was 
not— 4ben  (heire  was  another  point  of  view  in 
which  it  must  be  seen :  could  the  stock  be  sub- 
scribed? He  assumed  that  it  could  not  be  sub- 
scribed abroad*,  where  there  was  an  absolute  horror 
of  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  he  as- 
sumed that  it  coukl  not  be  subscribed  at  home,  for 
there  was  a  growing  distrostof  bank  investments; 
and  it  was  a  period  of  time  when  they  could  not 
obtain  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  at 
6  per  cent,  interest.  If,  then,  they  could  not  ol>- 
tain  that  loan,  it  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that 
they  could  get  capitalists  to  joia  ifi  a  great  stock 
bank;  so  that,  if  it  was  constitutionally  a  fact,  it 
was  not  financially  a  possible  fact. 

But  there  might  be  another  alternative,  it  was 
said;  and  that  was,  the  sub* treasury.  But  he  would 
say  that  the  people  of  the  United  Sutes  did  not 
want  the  sub-treasury,  and  their  objection  to  it  had 
been  manifested  by'  the  elections.  Though  Uie 
afikmative  of  what  should  be  the  alternative  for 
the  sub-treasury  was  not  put  in  issue*  the  sub- 
treasury  itself  was  put  in  issue;  and  so  far  as  the 
elections  decided  anything,  they  decided  against  the 
sub-treasury. 

But,  independent  of  this,  the  people  did  not  want 
the  sab-treasury,  because  it  gave  not  a  depository 
for  depositors;  it  was  not  histmmental  as  a  means 
of  transfer;  it  did  not  regulate  exdianges;  nor  did 
it  furnish  a  currency  for  the  coimtryr  which  things 
the  wants  of  tbe  people  called  upon  Congress  to 
granu  Now,  what  was  to  remain?  Itwas,  to  ask 
for  some  instrument  or  institutioB  which  shall,  in 
the  first  place,  be  without  certain  things,  against 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  baa  decided; 
and  which  should  furnish  certain  things,  amongst 
which  were  the  means  of  deposits, -t^  means  of 
transfer,  the  means  for  a  cunency,  and  the  means 
of  regulation.  Now,  it  behooved  the  committee  to 
inquire  if  it  was,  or  was  not,  advisable  to  provide 
an  instrument  or  an  institution  which. could  be  con- 
stitutionally and  judiciously  established,  and  meet 
the  affirmative  wants  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  avoid  those  things  which  they  had  nega- 
tived. 

Now,  the  plan  of  1  the  exchequer  (whether  tbe 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  or  of  the 
committee)  did  all  that  the  people  required.  It 
gave  them  everything,  in  a  United  States  bank 
which  the  people  want;  and  avoided  everything  in 
it  .which  the  people  did  not  want,  and  everything 
which  was  against  the  fixed  financial  feelings  of 
the  people  ot  the  United  States.  The  excheqaer 
gave  what  the  people  wanted,  and  all  that  ihey 
wanted.  He  had  presented  a  vast  number  of  me- 
morials in  its  favor,  and  he  knew  there  was  a  vast 
mass  on  the  way  to  the  Capitol,  praying  fdr  its 
adoption,  without  distinction  of  party.  He  was  ia- 
formed  that  one  had  been  signed  by  3,000  of  tbe 
b^t  and  wisest  men  of  Boston.  He  bad  assumed^ 
then*  that  the  exchequer  would  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  Qovemment  and  the  wants  of  the  people; 
and  he  now  proceeded  to  notice  the  plan  of  its 
issues.  True,  there  were  differences  between  the 
plan  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  tlie  plan 
of  the  committee;  buf  the  differences  were  imma^ 
teriai  and  did.not  affect  the  general  idea;  and  if 
any  portion  of  the  House  desired  to  change  the 
amount  of  the  issues,  and  other  immaterial  portions 
of  the  bill,  let  theai  do  it  in  committee.  But  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  in  a  portion  of  the  poblic 
press  there  had  been  a  persevering  delusion  on  the 
subject  of  the  exchequer  scheme.  The  Evening 
Post  of  New  York  had  misrepresented  the  House 
bill;  but  he  would  reply  to  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
chequ^er  scheme  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  eommittee  objected,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  was  not  so  safe  a  depository 
as  a  United  States  bank. .  There  was  a  time  when 
he  shoidd  have  been  ready  to  ooncur  in  opinion 
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0juied  Stales  bank,  inasitiiich  ^  It  fcafe  the  eapi^ 
lal  of  lb«  bank  at  a  soUateral  security,  was  tbe 
i^ar  depot]  I#ii3r9  bat  wbealheneaUeiiltD  from  New 
Yark  [Mr.  FiiAMdaa}  afiriaed,  as  a  proposition  of 
Ibis  daj,  tb4t  a  Hsfited  States  bank  was  tbe  safer 
depoeitory^  be  (Mr*  Casamo)  denied  tbe  trutb  of 
tbe  poiHtion.  ,Witb  tbe  prostrate  coadittoa  and  tbe 
min  of  tbe  United  Slates  Bank  (vbicb  was  ovef* 
ibrown  by  anisiiUnigemeat,  and  its  capital  squan- 
dered) before  tbem,  it  did  not  beebaie  tbem 
to  say  tbe  safer  depository  was  a  United 
Slalea  bank.  Tbe  gcotkman  from  Now  York 
[Mr.  FiLUfona]  admHted  tbis  ucitly  in  bis  report, 
wben  be  said  tbat  tbe  United  Biates  Qo?  em- 
flisnt  foresaw  ttie  danger  in  season  to  wiibdraw 
tbedeposiies.  In  tbe  second  place,  tbe  coniBBittce 
objected  tbat  tbe  exchequer  was  a  Goveroment 
bank;  but  in  wbat  respect  was  it  su?  Wby,  it  was 
obje^ed  tbat  tbe  Mb  treasory  was'  a  bank.  If  ibe 
ezcbeqobr  was  a  bank,  bteanse  it  reeeiyed  deposites, 
and  boagbt  bills  of  ezcbange,  tbea  tbe  sub-treasury 
wias  a  bank.  Bat  before  tbey  undertook  to  otn 
jeet  10  a  tbing  on  a  mere  word,  it  became  tbem  to 
analyze  it  tborongbly.  He  denied  tbat  tbeez- 
cbeqaer  was  in  any  sense  a  bank.  Tbe  eascnee  of 
a  bank  was  a  great  slock  corporation  for  profit. 

But,  tben,  tbe  Gommittee  of  Ways-and  Means 
objected  to  tbie  ejcebeqaer,  tbat  k  was  capable  of 
expaiksion.  Bat  bow?  Bj  a  rote  of  ibe  Congress  of 
tbe  United  Stales.  And  wbat,  tben,  was  tbe 
proposfilea  of  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York? 
tMr«  FiUJioBsJ  Wby,  they  conld  not  trust  tbe 
ebastittttional  GfoTcrnment  of  the  United  States, 
inclading  tbe  President  and  tbe  two  branches  of 
GMgress;  bat  tbey  eould  trast  a  corporation  of 
DMrcmNury  men.  And  was  not  tbat  preposierous? 
Bat  again:  the  gentleman  said  tbe  promises  of  tbe 
ezcbeqner  were  liable  to  non<redemption;  tbat  was, 
ibeGoTemment  of  tbe  United  Slates  would  not 
laketcare  of  its  own  honor  and  credit,  and  would 
issaeits  paper  witboat  tbe  means  of  redemption. 
&re,'agmUi»  was  tbe  idea  that  tbey  conld  trust  a 
bank  parlor  directory  in  Philadelphia;  but  tbey 
could  net  trost  tbe  GoTomment  of  tbe  United 
States.  All  these,  and  oiber  objections  which  be 
tnnmerated,wkiicb  tbe  committee  bad  raised  to  the 
excbeqaer,  be  contended,  told  with  tenfold  force 
against  a  t>ank  of  tbe  United  States. 

He  porsned  tbis  subject  at  some  length,,  and  ex- 
posed what  be  eonceired  to  be  popular  errors 
respecting  a  United  States  bank. 

He  did  not  wish  gentlemen  to  understand  that, 
in  thus  presienting  these  facts  to  the  House,  his  idea 
was  that ,  paper  should  be  excluded  from  tbe  com- 
nion  transactions  of  men.  Far  from  it.  There 
was  no  niore  necessity  for  entirely  ezclading  pa- 
per from  the  transactions  of  men,  than  for  ex- 
cluding it  Oom  tbe  proceedings  of  the  House.  Bat 
be  repeated,  we  never  should  have  a  stable  cur- 
rency, until  we  separated  the  faculty  of  making 
money  from  the  faculty  of  lending  it.  [A  member: 
'*The  eiebequer  proposes  to  loan  money,  and  to 
ttkke  it  also/*]    No,  not  to  loan  it. 

He  saw  an  illastration  of  tbe  idea  be  bad  ad- 
vaaeed,  m  wbat  he  bad  Areqneatly  observed  du- 
ring tbe  progress^of  affairs  in  this  coontry,  am)  in 
the  toutM  iof  bis  reading  about  other  cotmtries. 
It  was  Ibis:  that  in  all  free  States  there  wet e  two 
parties-^-tbe  one  in  favor  of  onward  sMvement  to- 
ward tbe  future;  and  Ibe  other  in  favor  of  recur- 
rence to  tbe  past.  Tbe  object  of  tbe  latter  par^ 
was  to  restore  things  which  bad  existed.  Tbis 
was  tbe  radical  error  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  making  their  report.  They  forgot 
tbat  tbe  world  was  net  now  where  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  New  facts  had  occurred,  new  ideas  bad  been 
developed^  new  purposes  avowed.  Forgetful  of  the 
new  facts  derived  from  past  experience,  tbe  Com- 
ndttee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  call  npon  tbe 
Gbvemment  to  refuse  all  legislation,  nnless  they 
coold  have  restored  an  old  farikioned  bank  of  tbe 
United  States. 

At  tbis  point  the  bonr  expired,  and 

Mi.  BARNARD  obtained  the  floor. 

BIr.  T.  P.  MARSHALL  was  anxions  that  tbe 
gentleman  should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  con- 
dade  bis  speech;  bnt  sereral  members  objected. 


Mr.  Barnard  claimed  tbe  floor,  and  moved 
an  adjoarnmeni;  which  motion  prevailed. 

IN  SENATE. 
WaDNBSDAT,  January  25, 1843. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  w|dow  and  ten  children  of  Joshua  Ray- 
mond, deceased,  praying  a  pension  for  bis  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800.  Tbe  portion 
relating  to  tbe  pension  was  leterttd  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  memorial  from  Joseph 
W.  Cross,  and  other  citizens  of  West  Boyleston, 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  provision  may  be  made 
in  all  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign powers  for  a  peaceful  audjostment  of  all  inter- 
national difficulties  whkb  may  arise:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Cumberland  county.  Pa., 
in  which  they  protest  solemnly  and  humbly  against 
tbe  repeal  of  tbe  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presei^ted  tbe  petiUon  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Waterford,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  Ohio,  complaining  of  the  deranged 
Slate  of  thecarrency,  and  the  want  of  a  national  cur- 
rency, and  recommending  tbe  issue  of  |200,000,000 
of  Gfovemment  stock,  based  on  a  pledge  of  tbe  pub* 
lie  domain,  to  l>e  distributed  in  a  representative 
ratio  to  tbe  States  and .  Territorie)*,  as  a  means  of 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coinmitie  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  joint  resolution  directing 
the  transfer  i3f  toe  stock  held  by  the  United  8tate,« 
in  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  to  tbe  State  of 
Maryland,  and  tbe  cities  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria,  on  certain  conditions;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Balie  Pey« 
ton,  and  it  was  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee 

Mr-  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
Elmyra,  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  for  a  board  of  exche- 
quer: ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  presented  a  petition  from  Mc- 
Kean  Buchanan,  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  savtained  by 
him  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  bis  command- 
ing officer  forbidding  the- issue  of  ai^ticles  denom- 
inated therein;  and  a  petition  praying  to  be  allow- 
ed, in  tbe  settlement  of  his  accounts,  a  commission 
on  certain  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  service;  which  were  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Afikirs, 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairj',  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  naval  peace 
establishment;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  tbe  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentations of  Isaac  Green. '^ 

Messrs.  BERRIEN  and  PHELPS  explained 
that  this  bill  was  intended  to  relieve  tbe  individuals 
named,  as  sureties  on  a  Iwnd  of  Mr.  Emerson,  a 
'pension  agent,  who  failed,  having  some  |10,000  of 
tbe  money  of  the  United  States  in  his  possession. 
The  ground  assumed  in  their  argument,  as  a  justi- 
fication to  relieve  the  sureties,  was,  that  the  sureties 
being  cognizant  of  the  insolvency  of  Emerson, 
gave  notice  to  the  Government  o(  that  fact,  and 
pointed  out  a  sufficiency  of  property  held  by  him, 
against  which  process  might  be  issued  to  secure  the 
Government;  but  tbe  United  States  officers,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  protect  its  interests,  neglected  to 
lake  any  legal  proceedings  to  get  posse^^ion  of  tbe 
property,  and  permitted  private  individuals  to  at- 
tach, and  have  all  of  it  disposed  of,  to  satisfy  their 
claims;  and  then  proceeded  against  the  sureties,  to 
secure  the  amount  of  the  default  of  £merson. 
These  Senators  maintained  that  tbe  sureties,  having 
pointed  out  property  ample  to  secnre  the  United 
States,  should  not   be  held  responsible  for  the 


amoantofthedeteit,  inasmnch aa tbe  proper ciflfcnaw 
of  the  Government  neglected  to  proceed  against 
the  principal  wben  be  was  possessed  of  the  ^rcf- 
erty. 

Mr.  EVANS  made  some  remarks  against  tbe 
bill;  but  said,  if  it  was  to  pass  on  ibe  grounds  as • 
sumed,  to  justify  its  passage  it  ought  to  appear  on 
tbe  (ace  of  the  bill,  so  that  it  should  not  be  beie- 
after  drawn  into  a  dangerous  precedent.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill,  to  tbe  effect 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  tbe  proper 
officers  of  tbe  Government  to  take  legal  praeead- 
ings  against  Emerson  at  tbe  time  requestei  l>y  the 
sureties,  said  sureties  sbouid  not  Iw-Jiekl  to  a 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  their  bond. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  tbe  bill,  on  tbe  grotud  Ibat 
it  was  establishing  entirely  anew  pHndptei  *aweqr 
dangerous  one,  and  one  opposed  to  the  practice  o( 
the  Government  in  all  past  time,  to  teKevethe 
sureties  from  the  obligations  of  tbelr  boad,  wben 
the  principal  bad  failed.  Tbe  custom  had  been 
always,  and  should  remain  so,  of  having  procsas 
issued  against  tbe  principal  and  sureties;  so  that, 
if  one  failed,  the  others  might  secure  tbe  intoceis 
of  the  United  States. 

The  questina  was  put  on  tbe  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Evans,  and  carried  in  tbe  affirm- 
ative. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  the 
amendment  concurred  in,  and  ordetEcd  to  be  ea- 
grossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

THE  OREGON  VERRITORT. 

The  bill  for  the  occapation  and  settleoseot  of  tbe 
Oregon  Territory  then  came  up  on  its  passage,  as 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Seaato. 
A  wise  and  prudent  man,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  iaattf 
of  tbe  various  departments  of  baman  affaim, 
would  be  very  reluctant  to  cngnfc  in  any  eaier- 
prise,  however  thorough  iy  satisfied  of  bis  right  in 
do  so,  until  he  sboold  have  well  considered,  fiiat, 
tbe  appropriate  time  for  its  commenceoMnt ; 
secondly!  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  ae- 
compli&bed,  and  its  probable  cost ;  and,  final^,  tbe 
benefits  which  were  ultimately  to  result  from  its 
accomplishment.  And  be  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  if  the  worthy  Senator  from  Missouri,  wtu» 
had,  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability,  presented  tbis 
bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  bad  violated 
any  of  the  maxims  of  souod  policy,  (as  he  humbly 
conceived  he  bad,)  it  had  arisen  from  tbe  circtun- 
stance  bf  totally  overlooking  tbe  considerations  lo 
which  he  had  just  alluded.  All  those  Senators 
who  had  engaged  in  thb  discussion  seemed  to  have 
limited  their  investigations  to  what  he  was .  com- 
pelled to  regard  as  the  most  unimportant  of  all  the 
questions  which  this  measure  involves.  They  had 
confined  themselves  to  the  mere  abstract  qaestion 
of  the  right  of  title.  They  had  argued  the  qaes- 
tion as  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  the 
tribunal  which  was  to  adjust  and  determine  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  English  or  tbe 
American  title;  and  as  if  this  was  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  determined.  He  believed  no  Senator, 
who  had  taken  part  in  this  discussion,  had  ex- 
pressed the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  validity  of  tbe 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 
He  had  investigated  tbe  subject  as  fully  and  as 
thoroughly  as  the  documentary  evidence  to  which 
he  bad  been  able  to  obtain  access  had  enabled  him 
to  do;  and,  with  these  lights  l>efore  him,  he  was 
free  to  declare  that  he  regarded  tbe  title  of  tbe 
United  States,  at  least  as  far  north  as  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  as  one  of  tbe  clearest 
titles  that  was  ever  the  subject  of  national  contro- 
versy. But,  at  the  same  time  that  he  made  this 
declaration,  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  precipiiatiog  the  nation  into  any 
measure,  upon  his  own  judgment,  or  the  judgment 
of  the  Seoate^opon  questions  which  it  did  not  be- 
long to  either  to  determine.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  that  there  were  two  parties  inter- 
ested in  tbis  question;  and  that,  however  clear  oar 
title  mi^ht  appear  to  os,  theirs  might  appear  equaUy 
clear  to  the  other  party.  Here  was  a  case  of  joint 
occupancy,  and  an  ezisiiog  question  as  to  title. 
The  Senate  had  seemed,  ihrougboot  the  whole  diS' 
cussioD,  to  assume  tbat  ours  pras  the  irae  title,  and 
were  proceeding  upon  tbat  assumption;  although 
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tke  AEitislh  Bt  the  same  time,  elauned  ihat  theirs 
was  Ibe  tnie  title.  By  whom  were  these  conflict- 
ing cliims  to  be  sealed?  By  one  of  the  iDterested 
parties?    Certainly  not. 

A  few  words  on  the  subject  of  the  obnTention  of 
1B18,  which  had  been  indefinitely  prolonged  by 
that  of  1897.     He  oonenned  perfectly  with  those 
fiteaalors  who  had  matatained  that  the  provision  of 
(hvaet,  which  panted,  or  sUpnlated  to  grant,  allo- 
dial liilee,  or  titles  in  feesioHlile,  to  all  those  eiti- 
SM  of  this  eoQBtry  who  laight  emigrate  to  that 
lerriioiy,  was  a  palpable  Tiolatton  of  the'  conven- 
tion.    It  was  in  vain  to  disguise  the  fact,  whatever 
might  be  detenmned  in  regard   to   this  nmtler. 
Thay  were  about  to  take  possession  of  the  territory, 
to  establish  a  line  of  American  fort^  and,  by  all 
the  means  and  appliances  of  war,  to  defend  that 
pomasBion.    Thty  were  abont  to  invite  the  eitiaens 
<tf  this  eosintry  to  go  tbcre-*not  for  the  purpose  of 
canyiBf  on  the  for  trade;  not  to  do  that  wh^  was 
cnnsistBnt  with  a  joint  oconpaney  by  the  two  part 
ties  to  the  convention;  bat  to  establish  a  permanen- 
sMtlemtnt.    The  Brit»h  Qoverament  and  the  Brit* 
isb  natkm,  however  we  might  diqgmse  the  fact  in 
oarvfiiments  here,  could  not  be  so  bMad  as  not  to 
pemeive  the  palpable  object  of  this  measure.    He 
blagged  to  inqnire  of  the  worthy  Senators  who  took 
so  deep  an  interest  in  the  fate  of  this  bill,  what  was 
the  ezistiaf  emergency  which  called  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  tnke  this  step?    The  question,  for  the 
last  twenty>four  years,  had  been  allowed  to  slum- 
ber, while  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  na- 
donal  prosperity,  with  a  treasury  so  abundantly 
suppfied  that  the  wit  and  ingenuity  of  man  could 
not  find  out  a  legitimate  mode  of  disencumbering 
it  of  its  superabundant  treasure.    He  called  upon 
Senators  to  state  what  was  the  existing  emergency, 
which  demanded,  now,  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
should  be  adopted.    Why  was  it  that  they  were 
invoked  at  this  moment— «nd,  be  must  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  this  inauspicious  moment — to  enter  into 
a  measnre  of  this  kind?    Why  had  it  hot  been 
done  twenty  years  ago,  or  at  some  subsequent  pe- 
riod prior  to  the  present?  '  He  was  decidedly  averse 
to  embark  in  it  now.    What  was  the  condition 
of  our  aflfairs  in  relation  to  England?    Had  they 
already  forgotten  that  only  the  other  day  a  mo- 
aeatoaa  tienty  had  been  concluded,  with  England, 
eoileeming  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  difficul- 
ties that  had  arisen  since  the  termination  of  the 
laie  wait    He  would  ask.  How,  aad  at  whose  in- 
stance, was  that  adjustnMnt  made?    It  was  made 
at  the  iaatan^  of  that  nation,  concerning  whose 
graening  nnbition  so  much   batT  been  said  by 
geatiemeB    on  this  floor.     Was   it   her   ambi- 
tioB,  her  love  of  eoaquest,  and  desire  of  the  ac- 
qaisUion  of   territory,  that  induced  England  to 
se&4  to  US  tl^  olive  branch  of  peace,  in  the 
£oai  of  an  eMcaordinary  mission?    Great  Britain 
voluntarily  moved  in  this  matter,  and  tendered  to 
m  Ihe  olive  bcaach  of  peace;  and  he  thanked  God 
thai  oar  Goveauneni  accepted  it  in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  wa3  extended  to  us.    He  was  not  disposed 
le  find  (halt  with  the  result  of  those  negotiations, 
even  if  they  had  conceded  much  more  territory 
thaa  waa  conceded,  had  it  been  done  with  the  con- 
seat  of.  ilie  State  immediately  interested,  and  con- 
snteaily  with  the  honor  of  the  country.   He  would 
rather  that  peace  should  be  made  on  algiost  any 
lenns,  than  to  go  to  war.    The  matter  had  been 
adjusted^  and  be  must  be  permhted  to  say,  ihat 
ferthe  adjustment  of  this  question,  if  for  nothing 
else,  the  people  of  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  of 
lasting  gtaiunde  to  the  Administration  by   whom 
lUl  adjnatment  had  been  efiected;  and  he  would 
gi  fwiher,  end  sliy,  that  every  patriot  in  England, 
aad  every  patriot  in  the  United  Siates,  would  shake 
hands,  and  declare  that  the  Government  of  each 
was  iadebted  to  the  negotiators.    He  thaiUced  God 
that  the  treaty  had  been  brought  to  a  successful 
lerauaation.    Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  while 
CDatrntalatiDf   ourselves  on  the  termination  of 
these  great  difficulties,  at  such  a  moment  as  this, 
Whatare  we  about  to  do?    While  a  part  of  our 
toffttCfiai  ttouDdary  remained  still  to  be  adjusted- 
while  the  qneation  was  still  a  subject  of  pending  ne- 
^oliattea  between  the  two  countries — '.he  Senate  of 
Ibe  t^ied  Slates,  a  brtficb  of  the  Legislature, 
iKioiaiely  coaneeted  with  the  treaty-making  power, 
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is  about  to  adopt  a  military  movement,  in  order  to 
take  military  possession  of  the  territory.  NoWj 
however  we  may  view  this  act,  whatever  inierpre- 
tation  we  msy  place  upon  it->I  will  ask  gentlemen 
to  assume  to  themselves  for  a  moment  the  position 
of  the .  British  ministry,  and  imagine  what  would 
be  the  natural  eff'ect  upon  thsir  minds  of  a  meas- 
ure of  this  kind.  Sir,  they  sent  us  the  olive  branch 
of  peace  to  adjust  the  most  important  difficulty. 
Instead  of  reciprocating  the  amicable  spirit  mani- 
fested by  them,  we  are  about  to  send  forth  the 
flaming  sword  of  defiance; — yes,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment our  nainister  is  instructed  to  negotiate  for  a 
settlement  of  the  question,  we  snatch  from  their 
hands  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  and  place  the 
sword  of  defiance  in  its  stead.  This  may  be  strong 
language;  but  strong  as  it  is,  it  is  not  stronger  than 
the  natural  interpretation  which  will  be  placed  on 
our  conduct,  if  this  bill  be  passed,  by  Great  Britain. 

1  have  asked,  what  is  the  emergency  whioh  (Re- 
mands the  passage  of  this  bill?  Is  there  any  prob- 
ability that  we  shall  fhil  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
question  by  negotiation?  If  gentleman  believe  we 
shall  fail,  and  that  we  shall  ultimately  )»e  under  <the 
neoesalty  of  resorting  to  force  of  arms  to  establish 
our  title  and  aiaintain  our  occupation,  this  is  an 
additional  reason  whv  we  shoaki  adopt  no  measure 
which,  in  the  eatimatten  of  (he  civilised  world,  and 
in  oar  own,  could  possibly  place  us  in  the  wrong. 
Let  ua  fairly  and  honorably  try  to  negotiate.  Let 
us  tcy  to  adjust  thisbouadary,  as  we  have  done  the 
other.  And,  as  X  thtnk  the  title  of  the  United 
States  is  infinitely  more  clear  than  that  upon  which 
ihe  negcHiation  has  just  terminated,  I  think  the  prob- 
ability of  an  amicable  adjomment  is  so  much  the 
greater.  But  gentlemen  say*  we  must  proceed  in 
this  way-^we  must  take  possession,  because  the 
British  are  doing  the  same.  They  are  making 
lodgments,  establishing  settlements,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  exclusive  possession  at.  some  future 
period.  Now,  I  totally  dissent  from  this  opinion; 
and  if  there  is  any  one  conclusion  to  which  the 
documents  before  the  Senate  must  irresistibly  bring 
the  minds  of  Senators,  it  is  that  Great  Britain  has 
not  the  remotest  idea — that  she  bas  not  done  a  soli- 
tary act,  nor  uttered  a  solitary  word,  on  the  ques- 
tion,'evinoiiig  the  remotest  desire  to  make  perma- 
nent exclusive  settlements  in  4hat  territory.  All 
that  she  desired,  all  that  they  have  ever  claimed, 
is  the  right  to  prosecute  the  fur- trade,  and  to  make 
such  temporary  settlements  as  were  necessary 
to  accomplish  that  object.  Have  they  done 
more,  sir?  It  is  true  the  worthy  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  MoasHKiD]  made  a  formida- 
ble array  of  charges  against  England,  in  ref- 
erence to  acts  which  she  1ms  already  done.  In  the 
first  place,  that  she  has  made  a  fort  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river;  and 
ihe  gentleman,  with  that  candor  wliich  forbids  him 
to  suppress  any  part  of  the  truth,  read  a  full  account 
of  that  fort,  concluding  with  a  statement  that  it  was 
a  mere  stockade  fort,  in  its  very  charactEr  intended 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  repel  the  attacks  ef 
the  Indians;  and  so  it  is  with  all  the  other  forts 
which  they  have  established.  This,  then,  amounts 
to  nothing;  it  furnishes  no  evidence  of  an  intention 
of  establishing  permanent  settlements,  the  idea  of 
whioh  seems  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  minds  of 
Senators.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  related 
another  very  important  fact.  Her  said,  Englaud 
has  violated  the  convention,  which  stipulated  the 
joint  cccupancy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade; 
because,  whenever  our  boats  ascended  the  Colum- 
bia river  to  trad*  with  the  Indians,  tbey  were  im- 
.mediately  driven  off  by  the  English,  who  had  the 
audacity  to  come  there  and  sell  goods  to  the  poor 
Indians  cheaper  than  the  Americans  did;  and  this 
was  a  violation  of  the  convention.  Why,  air^  this  har- 
monizes very  badly  with  the  remaik  of  the  worthy 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  WoooaoRT  J 
who  indicated,  as  one  important  object  to  be  gained 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  civilization  of 
the  Indians.  But,  if  we  cannot  afibrd  to  sell  them 
goods  at  a  cheap  rate,  it  surely  does  not  show  a 
very  Christian  spirit.  But  all  this  is  mere  words. 
I  put  it  to  the  Senate  whether  any  one,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  has  put  bis  finger  on  a 
solitary  act  which  indicated  an  intention,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  establish  for  herself  an 


exclusive  eeeepattou.  1  nanst  Jtatt,  ins  far  as  f 
have  exkminad,  I  have  discovered  no  evidence  of 
any  such  mtention. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  having  pressed  these  brief 
views,  tending  to  show  the  inexpediency  of  adopt- 
ing  suah  a  measure  at  this  time,  in  reference  to  ne- 
gotiations now  pending  between  the  two  countries, 
let  me  ask  the  Senate,  What  will  be  th«  natural 
interpretation  that  England  will  put  upon  our  act? 
If  we  had  passed  the  measure  without  debate,  it 
might  not  have  been  regarded  in  any  degree  offen- 
sive; hot  you  may  rest  assared,  when  this  act  cornea 
to  be  regarded  by  the  British  Ministry,  particularly 
if  they  have  any  desire  to  take  possession  of.  the 
territory,  what  will  be  the  iaterpreiation  they  will 
put  upon  it?  Tbey  will  interpret  the  act  by  the 
speeches  delivered  here.  Will  they  not,  sir?  Con- 
sult your  own  bosoms.  What  is  the  impression 
produced  upon  yoarselves,  when  an  Eoglish  pa- 
per— not  even  a  ministerial  paper — throws  out  4e- 
nunciations  against  the  United  Stales? 

What,  then,  will  be  their  interpretation  of  this  act, 
military  m  its  character,  heralded  forth  to  the 
world  with  denunciations  against  England,  oa  ac- 
count of  hec  grasping  ambition— referring  to  her 
acts  in  the  Eastern  hemisphere,  in  Asia  and  in 
China,  as  well  as  ou  this  continent?  Sir,  however 
calmly  we  m»y  hear  these  things,  the  British  will 
nothear  them  with  calmness.  Now,  sir,  let  me  tell 
you  how  many  gentlemen  are  mistaken  as  ro'die 
feeling  exist^  in  England  in  regalrd  to  this  sub- 
jecL  I  was  there  for  about  six  months  durina  the 
years  1838  and  1839;  and  if  I  were  called  upon  on 
my  oath  to  declare  what  appeared  lo  t>e  the  meet: 
prevailing  sentiment  in  England,  I  would  pay  it 
was  an  absolute  horror  of  the  idei^  of  a  war  with 
America.*  All  ranks,  high  and  low,  every  person 
1  encountered,  in  the  highway  and  eltowhere,uni* 
^ersally  concurred  in  the  sentiment  that  the  an-^ 
cient  feuds  that  had  separated  the  two  couutriee 
had  passed  away — (bat  a  new  era  had  grown  up 
— that  they  were  bound  together  by  the  strong  ties  of 
consanguinKy,  both  being  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  raccy 
differing  from  ell  the  rest  of  the  world;  and  I  heard 
the  language  used — langaa^e  in  which  I  concurred-^ 
that  if  the  two  Governments,  on  a  question  of 
mere  boundary,  which  might  be  intrusted  to  ar- 
bitrators, should  involve  themselves  in  war,  they 
would  deserve  the  eternal  execration  of  the  world. 
This  was  the  universal  sentiment. 

Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  being  charged  with 
dreading  the  tremendous  power  of  England. 
Surely,  the  courage  of  the  people  of.  the  United 
States,  illustrated  in  so  many  glorious  battles  by 
land  and  by  sea,  is  not  reduced  ,to  so  Idw  an  ebb, 
that  they  may  not  venture  to  be  just  and  moderate 
for  fear  of  eDcountering  the  hazard  of  being  thought 
to  be  cowardly.  No,  sir;  no  such  interpretation 
will  be  put  upon  our  conduct.  I  confidently  be* 
lieve,  therefore,  ihat  if  we  wait  with  patience,  and 
fairly  employ  the  means  of  peace  which  are  in  our 
bands,  and  leave  the  executive  department  of  the 
Government  to  discharge  its  duty,  I  confidently 
believe,  from  the  progress  already  made  in  the  ad- 
justment of  our  difficulties,  that  this  comparatively 
unimportant  one  would  be  adjusted.  So  far,  sir,  as 
regards  our  foreign  relatione. 

But  there  are  some  domestic  views  of  the  subject 
which  gentlemen  have  overlooked.  What  do  we 
want  with  this  territory?  What  ate  we  to  do  with 
it?  What  is  to  be  the  consequence  of  our  takmg  pos- 
session of  iit  What  is  the  act  we  are  called  on 
now  to  do?  Why,  it  is  neither  mote  nor  ie^  than 
an  act  of  colonization,  for  the  first  time  proposed 
5ince  the  foundation  of  this  Governmrnt.  If  this 
were  a  question  of  gradual,  and  cuntinnous,  aad 
progressive  settlement^if  the  territory,  to  which 
our  citizens  are  invited,  were  really  to  become  a 
part  of  this  Union,  it  would  present  a  very  different 
question.  But,  sir,  does  any  man  seriously  suppose 
that  any  State  which  can  be  formed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river,  or  any  of  the  inhabitable  parts  of 
that  territory,  would  ever  become  one  of  the  Siatea 
of  this  (Jnion?  I  have  great  faith — no  cue  bad 
much  greater — in  the  power  of  the  represfufaiive 

frineiple  to  extend  the  sphere  of  government;  but 
confess  that,  even  in  the  most  sanguine  days  of 
my  youth,  I  never  conceived  the  possibility  of  em- 
bracing within  the  same  Government  peo]^  living 
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Hve  tlioasaod  mites  apart.  But,  sir,  ibe  woriby 
Sbnalor  finm.  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WoomvaT] 
seems  tp  have  djaeovered  a  prisciple  moeh  more 
potent  than  tlie  represtntatiTe  principle..  He  refers 
yon  to  steam^  as  far  more  potent.  I  sbonld  donbt 
rtrf  moeh  whether  the  dements,  or  powers,  or  or- 
ganiaation  of  the  principles  of  government,  will 
ever  be  changed  by  steam.  Steam !  How  are  we 
to  apply  steam  in  this  ease?  Has  the  Sena- 
tor examined  the  character  of  the  conntryl 
What  is  the  character  of  the  country?  Why,  as 
I  understand  it,  that  abont  seven  hundred  miles 
this  side  of  the  Rocky  Monntains  is  uninhabita- 
ble, where  rain  scarcely  ever  falls— a  barren  saody 
soil.  On  the  other  8ide«««wc  have  it  from  a  very 
intelligent  gentleman,  sent  to  explore  that  country 
by  the  State  Department,  that  there  are  three  suc- 
cessive ridges  of  monntains  extending  towards  the 
Pacific,  and  mnning  nearly  parallel;  which  monn- 
tains are  totally  impassable,  except  in  certain  parts, 
where  there  were  gaps  or  depressions,  to  be  reached 
onlj  by  going  some  himdred  of  miles  out  of  the 
direct  course.  Well,  now,  what  are  we  to  do  in 
such  a  case  as  this?  How  are  you  gaing  to  apply 
steam?  Have  jon  nude  anything  like  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  a  railroad  running  from  here  to 
the  month  of  the  Columbia?  Why,  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies  wonld  be  insnffieieat.  Yon  would 
haTe  to  ttinnel  through  mountains  Ave  hun- 
dred or  mz  hundred  miles  in  exteot.  It  is  true 
they  have  constructed  a  tunnel  beneath  the 
Thames;  but  at  a  Tast  expenditure  of  capital. 
Wii)|  a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  depressed  and 
suffering  people,  to  talk  about  constrnciiDg  a  rail- 
road 10  the  iiestem  shore  of  this  continent,  mani- 
fests .a  wild  spirit  of  adventure  which  f  never  ex- 
pected to  hear  broached  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  And  is  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  io 
be  tha  last  entrenchment  where  we  are  to  find  this 
wild  spirit  of  adventure  which  has  involved  this 
eonntty  in  rain?  I  believe  that  the  farmerr,  the 
honest  cultivators  of  the  soil,  look  now  only  to  God 
in  his  .mercy,  and  their  own  labor,  to  relieve  them 
from  the  wretehiBdness  in  which  the  wild  and 
▼iaionary  schemes  of  adventure  have  involved 
them. 

* 

Now,  it  is  one  of  the  most  tincalculating  meatftfres 
which  was  ever  brought  before  the  Senate.  For 
whose  benefit  are  we  boand  to  pass  it?  Who  are 
to  go  there,  along  the  line  of  military  posts,  and 
take  possession  of  the  only  part  of  the  territory  fit 
to  occupy — that  part  lyings  upon  the-  seacoast,  a 
strip  less  than  one  hundred  mUes  in  width;  for,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  the  rest  of  the  territory  con- 
sists of  monntains  almost  inaccessible,  and  low 
lands  which  are  covered  with  stone  and  volcanic 
remains,  where  rain  never  falls,  except  during  the 
spring;  and  even  on  t^e  coast  no  rain  falls  from 
April  to  October,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
there  is  nothing  but  rain.  Why,  sir,  of  what  use 
will  this  be  for  agricultiiral  purposes?  I  would 
not  for  that  purpose  give  a  pinch  of  snuff  for  the 
whole  territory.  I  wish  to  Qod  we  did  not  own 
it.  I  vrish  it  was  an  impassable  barrier  to  secure 
us  against  the  intrusion  of  others.  This  is  the 
character  of  the  country.  Who  are  we  to  send 
there?  Do  you  think  yonr  honest  farmers  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York,  or  even  Ohio  or  Missouri, 
will  abandon  their  farms  to  go  upon  any  such  en- 
terprise as  this?  God  forbid!  If  any  man  who 
is  to  go  to  that  country,  under  the  temptations  of 
this  bill,  was  my  child— if  he  was  an  honest  and  in- 
dustrious man,  I  wonld  say  to  him,  for  God  sake, 
do  not  go  there.  Yon  will  not  better  your  condition. 
You  wUl  exchange  the  comforts  of  home,  and  the 
happiness  of  civilized  life,  for  the  pains  and  perils 
of  a  precarious  existence.  But  if  I  had  a  son 
whose  conduct  was  such  as  made  him  a  fit  subject 
for  Botany  Bay»  I  would  saf,  in  the  name  of 
God,  go.  This  is  my  estimate  of  the  importance 
of  the  settlement.  Now«  what  are  we  to  gain 
by  making  the  settlement?  In  what  shape  are  our 
expenditures  there  to  be  returned?  When  are  we 
to  get  any  revenue  from  the  citizens  of  ours  who 
go  to  that  distant  territory— 3,300  miles  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  as  I  have  it  (rom  the  Senator 
from  Missouri?  What  return  are  they  going  to 
make  us  for  protecting  them  with  military  posts,  at 
an  expense  at  the  outset  of  |aOO|000,  and  swelling 
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hereafter  Gh>d  knows  how  much— probably  equal- 
ling the  annual  expenses  of  the  Florida  war. 
What  will  they  return  us  for  this  enormous  et< 
pense,  after  we  have  tempted  them,  by  this  bill,  to 
leave  their  pursuits  of  honest  industry,  to  go  upon 
this  wild  and  gambling  adventure,  in  which  their 
blood  is  to  be  staked? 

Sir,  does  any  man  suppose  that,  in  the  next 
twenty  years,  we  shall  derive  a  cent  of  revenue? 
I  put  it  to  the  Senate,  Is  there  a  man  here  ^bo 
supposes  that  the  wealth  or  power  of  the  United 
States  will  be  increased  to  the  amount  of  one 
solitary  cent  by  all  the  colonists  that  may  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  go  there?  No,  sir,  not  a  cent. 
Well,  now,  make  a  moderate  estimate;  what  do 
fon  think  it  will  cost,  on  the  scale  on  which  you 
set  out,  during  the  next  twenty  years?  Why,  if 
you  get  off  wfUi  ten  millions  of  dollars,  it  will  be 
about  what  any  reasonable  man  would  cohsider  a 
proper  estimate.  Thecoimtry  is  inhabited  by  fierce 
and  warlike  savages.  It  is  a  country  abounding 
with  recesses  to  which  they  can  retreat,  and  in 
which  they  will  be  inaccessible;  and  if  we  ever 
get  to  war  with  them,  (and  we  .know  by  experience 
that  the  most  certain  way  to  get  to  war  is  to  go 
among  them,^  we  shall  find  another  Florida;  and 
every  person  knows  how  much  the  expenses  of  that 
unfortunate  war  had  exceeded  the  anticipations  of 
those  who  foreboded  the  worst.  Sir,  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  United  S|a'tes,  throwing  out  of 
Tiew  the  ardent  and  unpatriotic  desire  of  adven- 
turers, and  consulting  the  solid  interests  of  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country,)  I  venture  to  say  that,  for  the  next  twenty 
years,  there  is  net  si  congressional  district  in  this 
Union,  costing  the  Government  nothing,  but,  on 
tbe  contrary,  contributing  to  its  support,  which 
will  not  be  more  valuable  to  the  United  States 
than  the  whole  of  this  territory.  It  never  can  be 
of  any  value  for  agricultural  purposes. 

All  the  accounts  I  have  read  concur,  without 
any  dissenting  Voice,  in  stating  that  the  fur-trade  is 
in  rapid  course  of  deterioration.  The  animals 
which  yield  furs  are  disappearing;  and  the  time  is 
not  remote  when  even  the  British  fur  con\pany 
will  abandon  the  cotintry,  if  yon  leave  them  ak>ne. 
So  you  have  a  prospect,  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time 
—by  the  mere  progress  of  events — by  the  extermi* 
nation  of  animals — of  having  the  territory  dropped 
into  our  possession.  But,  if  the  British  had  no 
claim  to  this  territory,  and  there  were  nothing  which 
impelled  us  to  go  with  our  military  establishments 
and  agricultural  settlements,  I  would  not  consent — 
if  there  was  an  embankment  of  even  five  feet  to 
be  removed,  I  wonld  not  consent  to  •xpend  five 
dollars  to  remove  that  embankment  to  enable  our 
population  to  go  there.  I  do  not  wish  to  tempt  the 
people  to  form  settlements  there.  I  wish  this  to  be 
si  great  empire,  grown  up  by  the  natural  course  of 
civilization,  and  the  natural  extension  of  popula- 
tion. I  tnank  God  for  his  mercy  in  placing  the 
Rocky  Mountains  there.  I  believe,  if  it  bad  not 
been  for  those  mountains,  we  would  have  been  al- 
ready in  the  Pacific.  You  cannot  civilize  men,  if 
they  have  an  indefinite  extent  of  territory  over 
which  to  spread  their  numbers;  for  so  long  as  they 
spread  their  numbers,  instead  of  becoming  civilized, 
they  become  semi-savage.  All  agree  Uiat  civili- 
zation can  best  be  effected  when  the  country  is 
hedged  in  by  narrow  boundaries. 

Why,  Mr.  Prcdident,  if  there  is  any  one  lesson 
inculcated  by  history,  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  it  is  that  all  nations  of  the  world  which  have 
within  the  last  one  or  two  centuries  sent  out  dis- 
tant colonies,  have  found  them  to  be  far  more 
expensive  than  profitable.  There  is  nothing 
which  can  justify  such  an  enterprise,  but  the 
existence  of  a  superabundant  and  starving  popula- 
tion. In  our  case  there  is  no  such  necessity.  Are 
we  pent  up  within  narrow  limits? — are  we  stifled  for 
ail?-— are  we  starving  for  want  of  means  of  subsist- 
ence? Why,  sir,  we  are  very  much  distressed,  to  be 
sure;  but  it  is  from  plethora,  not  from  consumption. 
We  are  now  in  a  condition  in  which  a  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  in  discussing  tbe  tariff  bill,  told  us  we 
were,  and  that  is — in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition. The  bams  were  full — were  breaking 
down  with  the  weight  of  graia;  the  country 
was  overbordeiiad  with  a  aaperabnndanoe  of  all 


the  means  of  human  subsistence.  This  is  tbe 
now.  In  the  history  of  the  United  States,  a  period 
was  never  known  of  such  an  abandance  of  every- 
thing necessary  to  support  hnman  life  eom  sell- 
ing for  ten  to  twelve  aiiid  a  half  oenta  a  bosbel; 
wheat  at  forty  oenti^  and  every  other  artitle  of 
consumption  in  proportion;— and  with  a  eoantiy 
like  this,  and  with  a  soil  as  prodnctive  as  the  val- 
leys of  Egypt,  and  so  extensive  that  yon  eanaot 
people  it  for  a  century  to  cone,— *with  mmk 
a  soil,  and  such  means  for  rewarding  the  honest 
agricultural  laborer,  shall  we,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, derived  f^^om  taxes  upon  tbe  labor  of  tha 
industrious,  indui^i  ibe  whims  and  caprieaa  of  the 
adventurous  portion  of  the  population,  who  love 
to  roam  over  the  monntains?  It  is  not  piepec  to 
hold  oat  such  inducements  to  ourciticena  te  engage 
in  these  adventurous  pursuits.  There  are  no  adp 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  them.  Tbeadvan^ 
tages  of  the  fur  trade  have  been  highly  extoUed; 
but  I  have  seen  no  results  but  the  enormous  wealth 
of  John  Jacob  Astor,  and  one  or  two  others,  to  ja^ 
tify  the  conunendation.  Are  the  honest  mechaaie 
and  agriculturist,  engaged  in  the  boneat  ptusaias 
•f  industry,  to  be  taxed,  that  indneemeata  may  be 
held  out  to  the  adventurous  to  engage  in  this  tnde, 
which  has  enriched  so  few? 

Have  you  read  the  account  of  Aator*8  adven- 
tures in  the  fur  trade?  You  will  there  find  that* the 
most  of  his  operators  were  foreigners  and  the  half- 
breed  Indians.  There  were  no  citizens  of  the 
United  States  employed  by  him;  and  by  this  bill 
you  will  induce  none  of  your  citizens  to  embark 
but  those  of  an  adventurous  character— those  who 
have  nothing  to  lose.  I  cannot  think  any  man  who 
has  a  strong  feeling  of  patriotism — who  has  a  heart 
bound  to  his  country  as  it  ought  to  be»  and  en- 
dearing associations  inseparably  connected  with 
home— would  abandon  bis  friends  and  family,  and 
all  endeared  to  him,  to  emigrate  to  that  country. 
No,  sir;  captivating  as  it  may  be  to  one'  portion 
of  the  Union,  this  is  a  spirit  we  ought  not  to  es- 
coorage:  we  ought  rather  to  induce  the  honest 
and  indtutrious  classes  to  remain  among  us,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  of  their  Government. 

• 

But,  in  the  ardor  with  which  gentleoaen  have 
been  drawn  into  the  discussion  of  tbia  questieB, 
they  seem  to  have  totally  overlooked  a  veiy  Imp 
portent  matter — the  ways  and  means.    Do  we  so 
aboond  in  fiaaocial  resources,  as  to  be  able,  at  thii 
particular  moo^nt,  to  appropriate  fSI0O,000  to  a 
scheme  of  this  Kind?    Have  gentlemen  considefed 
tbe  question  of  ways  and  means?  I  have  not  heard  a 
single  individual,  in  thecourseofthedebate,  make  the 
slightest  reference  to  the  pecuniary  means  of  tins 
country  to  justify  such  an  appropriatioa.    I  must, 
however,  except  the  Senator  ttem  New  Hanq»- 
shire.    At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  he  made  a 
slight  allusion  to  our  finances,  rather  with  a  view 
of  showing  that,  as  bad  as  they  were,  we  might 
make  the  appropriation  nrcessary  to  carry  the  p^ 
in  to*  operation.    That  gentleman  was  himself  Sse- 
retary  ot  the  Treasury,  at  a  period  of  great  fiaaadal 
embarrassment;  and  the  tribulation  to  which  he  was 
then  exposed,  no  doubt,  brought  him  to  sympa- 
thise with  the  present  Secretary  of  that  Depart- 
ment, and  to  consider  the  imporianoe  of  haviag 
ways  and  meauf;  and  the  still  greater  importanes 
of  prosecuting  this  measure,  whether  yon  have 
the  ways  and  means  or  not.    Well,  sir,  two*gieat 
political  parties  are  now  contending  for  power. 
They  have  boUi,  in  some  degree,,  adopted  the  sans 
watchword— economy   and  retrenchment.    That 
was  the  sign  under  which  the  Whigs  oenquered  ia 
1840;  it  is  the  sign  under  which  tbe  RepubUeaas 
hope    to   conquer  now.    Hitheno,  on  this  sab-* 
ject,  we  have   had  nothing  but  words.    I  bavs 
not   seen    the    slightest    effort  to   establish,  ia 
the  administration  of  this  Gkivemment,  any  sf^ 
tern  of  economy.    I  have  not  wimessed  any  ap- 
parent mi<  giving  in  the  minds  of  Senators  wboais 
favorable  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  aslotke 
deficient  condition  of  the  finances.    I  coefidcatly 
believe  that  we  will   not  have  a  sufficieseyot 
means  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  to  pay  lbs 
ordinary  demands  which  are  contracted  on  its  be- 
half.   The  expenditure  which  tbe  GoveianKBt 
is  reqnired  to  make  will  not  leavei  at  tht  endoC 
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HiB  yetr,  anything  to  be  applied  to  ihe  objeei 
eootempkued  in  this  bill. 

I  hare  seen  a  statement  of  the  probable  amount 
of  tke  imports  of  the  last  qaarter,  porporting  to 
come  ftom  m  prison  who  investigated  the  sobjeet 
iborooghly,  and  who  had  the  means  to  investigate 
it;r  and  the  resoH  was,  that  the  probable  amount  of 
the  whole  imports  for  that  period  wonld  be  little 
nkore  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.  What  does 
this  iadieatel  A  state  of  things  iv  hich,  of  all  others, 
ealls  npon  ns  to  pause. 

What  is  the  c6ndition  of  this  Goyemment? 
Who  is  it  that  mlea?  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
measares  adopted  here?  Nobody,  sir.  We  are 
in  a  state  of  interregnum.  No^y  is  respon- 
nWe.  Fbr  Gkxl'S  sake,  let  ns  postpone  meas- 
nifs  of  tfaes  kind  nntii  there  is  somebody  in  the 
QoTerament  responsible.  The  Bxeeative  is  ex- 
erting, no  donbt,  the  best  of  his  powers  to  do 
Mmething;  but  he  is  not  snstuined,  by  the  other 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  Veiiher  of  the  great 
parlies  seems  to  have  any  sympathy  for  the  Eze- 
eatiTe.  They  stand  by,  and  fold  their  arms.  If  yon 
flhonld  say  to  either  of  them,  yon  hare  appropria- 
ted 1900,000  without  having  the  means  to  meet  that 
appfoprUtton,  tb^  would  say  it  does  noteeneern  us; 
it  belosgs  to  the  other  pahy  to  provide  the  ways 
aad  means.  For  Gk>d^  sake,  then,  let  ns  not  adopt 
eqaivoeal  measures  of  this  kind  when  there  is  no 
party  rc^naible  for  anything.  Wait  a  year  or 
two.  Within  that  period  yon  wUl  have  a  chance  of 
having  that  territory  gained  by  amicable  negotiation. 
Within  that  period  you  will  certainty  have  some- 
body at  the  head  of  this  (Government — whether 
Democratic  or  Whig — of  sufficient  power  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  the  measures  adopted  for  ad- 
mittiatering  the  (Government.  I  beseech  yon  now, 
by  every  consideration  connected  with  the  na- 
tional welfare,  to  pause.  The  time  will  come 
when  it  will  be  proper  to  act.  I  think,  of  all  times, 
this  is  the  most  inappropriate;  and  I  say,  em- 
phatically, panse  before  you  proceed  further  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
dose  the  debate  on  this  subject;  and,  unless  some 
other  Senator  desired  to  address  the  Senate  then, 
he  woaki  Baove  to  pass  over  the  bill,  informally, 
till  to  morrow.  He  made  that  motion,  and  it  was 
aareed  to* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDBN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the.  hill  for  the  payment  of  seven  companies  of 
Georgia  aulitia,  for  services  rendered  in  1840  and 
1841.         

Mi,  CRITTENDEN  moved  an  amendment,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill,,  approj^a- 
tiog  119,399  87  out  of  any  money  in  the  treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  satisfy  the 
claims  iuTolved  in  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  bill  for  repair- 
ing and  repaviog  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenue 
was  taken  up,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  postpone  the 
prions  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
joint  resolution  anthorizing  the  establishing  of 
agencies  for  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  KINQ  thought  it  better  to  go  on  with  the 
regular  orders,  and  let  the  resolution  come  up  in 
its  ovder.         

Memca.  CSRITTENDEN  and  SEVIER  remarked 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  exceeding  interest  and 
importance  to  two  or  three  States  in  Ihe  Union, 
aad  helped  the  resolution  would  be  considered  at 


The  question  wa^put  on  the  motion  to  take  up 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  IS, 
aaya  14. 

-Oa  motion  by  Mr.  ORAHiUM,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  D.  G.  Skinner  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  (Commit- 
tee on  Claima. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  (>hsrles  J.  Jenkins  and 
WiUiam  W.  Mann,  assigneefe  of  John  McKinne, 
was  ttkwk  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and, 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Mewrs.  KINQ  aad 
HUNTINOTON  in  opposition,  aad  by  Mr.  BER. 


RIEN  in  favor  of  its  passag*^,  it  was  pdisiponed 
till  Friday  next.  .* 

On  modon  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES..  • 
Wbonxsdat,  January  35, 1843. 

Bir.  READ  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  sun- 
dry citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
tbe'Uble. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  biH  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Steel; 
which  was  read  twic€,  and  committed. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  a  select  committee  appointed  at 
the  last  session,  and  reappointed  at  the  present  one, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  Gk>vernment  office  for 
printing,  binding,  Ac.^  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice, ordered  to  beprinted,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GUSHING  submitted  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  Mr.  Cunard,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, which  corrected  an  error  into  wluch  he  had 
fallen,  in  a  report  he  had  nuide  on  the  subject  of 
British  cotonial  trade. 

THE  EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insisted  upon  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  objected  to  all  other  business,  the  solici- 
tations of  various  members  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  SPEAKER,  therefore,  decided  that  the  ex- 
chequer was  the  subject  in  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  if  it  overrode  the  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hoar,  during  which  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowMS,]  respecting  the  bill  to  refund  to  (General 
Jackson  the  amount  of  his  fine,  was  in  order;  and 
as  It  had  been  discussed  for  several  weeks,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  proceed  with,  and  dispoto 
of  it 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmoub]  insisted  upon  the 
order  of  the  day,  the  reports  and  accompanying  res- 
olution on  the  exchequer  scheme  overrode  all  other 
business^  as  that  subject  was  before  tl^e  House, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rtile»;  and  on  that  ques- 
tion, the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
MARD]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  question  was  therefore  taken  up.  '  It  stands 
thnai 

The  (Committee  of  Ways  had  Means  had  re- 
ported the  following  rraolution: 

Re$oh>edtTfi^i  die  plan  of  an  ezcheqaer  prewotad  to  Oon* 

S'aas  by  the  Becretary  of  the  t'reasary  at  the  laat  BomAoa  of 
ongresa,  eoUtled  **A  bill  amendatory  of  the  eaveral  acta 
eatablishiiig  the  Troaniry  Departmeat,'*  ought  not  to  be 
a^ptad : 

To  wh^ch  resolution  Bir.  ATHsaTON,.  ftrom  the 

minority  committee,  had   moved   the   Allowing 

amendment; 

And  that  the  CoroiniUoa  of  Wave  and  MoAm  be  Inftnicted 
to  tnring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  colkctkn^  eafekeeping,  tniMiar, 
and  disburaement  of  the  public  moneye,  in  such  a  manner  as 
■tiall.  as  far  as  poedble,  subttUute  provliione  of  law  for  execu. 
Uve  a(ecreti<»  in  the  managdment  of  the  ftnancee;  ehall  prev^t 
the  moneye  of  the  people  from  being  uaed  for  purpofee  of 
private  speculation  and  eroolument|  and  shall  renaer  Ihs  Gov- 
emment  Independent  of  the  agency  and  influence  of  moneyed 
corporations. 

And  Mr.  Cosnmo  had  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution of  Mr.  FiLLMoan,  by  striking  out  .after  the 
word  *'ought*'  tbrword  ^iiol/*'  [so  as  to  make  the 
proposition  affirmative,  instead  of  negative.  This 
motion,  the  reader  will  recollect,  had  been  original- 
ly submitted  by  Mr.  EvxB,rrT;  but  withdcawn  by 
him.] 

So  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Cdshijhi. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  if  he  supposed  that  the 
action  of  this  House  on  the  subject  of  the  currency 
was  to  end  with  the  Vote  to  be  taken  on  the  reso- 
lutions now  on  the  table,  he  should  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject;  he  should 
content  himself  with  recording  his  Tote  on  that 
proposition,  and  with  referring  to  the  very  able 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  that  report  furnished  abundant  reasons 
and  a^ments  for  his  jastifleation.  Though  he 
felt  bound  to  aay  at  the  sama  time  that  there 


were  perhaps  positions  and  arguments  in  that  re- 
port, from  which,  if  that  were  the  question  before 
the  Houee,  be  should  feel  hiniself  bound  to  di«h 
sent;  but  his  hope  and  trust  was,  that  when 
this  House  should  definitively  have  acted  on 
tl^e  proposition  before  them,  tliey  would  then 
proceed  to  some  positive  and  affirmative  faction 
upon  the  subject  of  the  coraency.  He  hoped  and 
trusted  that  this  House  would  not  content  itself 
with  the  negative  proposition  now  before  it  He 
held  it  to  be  proper  for  the  House  to  act  on  this 
subject  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  presented 
by  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means;  but  he 
held  it  also  to  be  proper,  and  the  bounclen  duty  of 
the  House,  after  that  action  shoukl  bo  passed,  to 
proceed,  if  possible,  to  mature  some  meastue  oT  re- 
lief for  the  country.  He  believed  such  a  thing 
was  practicable;  and  whatever  was  practicable  for 
the  House  to  do  on  this  important  subject,  and 
whatever  it  could  do  without  a  sacrifice  of  princi- 
ple, for  the  relief  both  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  country,  he  held  that  this  House  was  bound  to 
do.  And  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusmiia]  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  entertained 
any  disposition  to  stop  with  the  action  of  the  House 
on  this  subject;  and  he  gaTc  that  gentleman  notice 
now,  that  if  he  did  net  himself  move  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  his  bill,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  himself  move'  it,  and  urge  it  on  this  House 
at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Mr.  WISE.  Why  did  you  not  do  it  beforel 
We  have  been  urging  you  all  along. 

Mr.  BARNARD  (without  noticing  the  observa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia)  continued. 
And  he  would  do  that,  not  with  the  remotest  idea 
that  the  House  would  entertain  that  gentleman^ 
bill,  but  that,  after  the  House  had  condemned  his  bill; 
along  lytth  that  presented  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  would  be  the  most  convenient  mode  of 
getting  at  another  proposition  which  he  should  feel . 
it  his  duty  to  present  to,  and  urge  upon,  the  JSouse. 
It  was  his  purpose  to  refer,  before  he  concluded  his 
remarks,  to  the  measure  to  which  he  had  just  al- 
luded; and  the  observations  he  might  feel  boimd  to 
make  on  the  proposition  now  before  them,  would 
be  made  chiefly  with  a  view  of  preparing,  so  far 
as  he  could  do  by  his  c emarks,  the  mind  of  the 
House  for  action  on  that  measure  which  he  should 
present. 

The  preset  Congress  had  twice  presented  to  the' 
President  of  the  United  States  a  measure  of  its  own 
on  the  subject  of  finance  and  currency,  and  that 
measure  had  twice  been  rejected.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  had  presented  bis  plan  of 
finance.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  th^  gave 
that  plan  a  silent  veto;  at  the  present  session,  they 
proposed  to  give  it  a  positive  veto,  atscording  to  the 
forms  prescribed  and  the  powers  conferred  by  the  / 
Constitution.  When  that  should  be  done,  then 
perhsps  the  House  might  see  that  the  decl»  were 
clear,  and  that  it  would  be  competent  for  them  to 
look  about  and  stt  by  what  measures  they  should 
steer  and  guide  the  vessel  for  the  conclusion  of  a 
safer  voyage.  He  repeated  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  vetoed  their  measure  of 
finance  and  currency)  and  they  had  vetoed,  and 
proposed  again  to  veto,  the  President's  measure  of 
finance  and  currency;  by  which,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  intended  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  friends  on  this  floor,  should 
understand  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  l^tea 
was  as  much  of  "a  constitutional  fact"  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

When  the  county  had  a  United  States  bank,  it 
was  fottnd  capable  of  performing  certain  offioea 
and  functions  for  the  (Government  and  the  coiuury. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  bis 
plans  that  the  same  important  offices  and  func- 
tions should  be  performed:  he  proposed  his  plan, 
therefore,  as  a  snlMstitute  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  those  offices  and  functions  eould  be 
performed  in  another  way,  everybody  eonld  see 
when  they  examined  a  plan  which  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  country. 

There  was  only  one  mode  in  which  the  import- 
ant functions  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  pnt^ 
moneys  could  be  performed  without  the  use  of  a 
national  bank,  or  the  State  banks.    This  mode 
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was,  ibat  ttie  BitMnTiir^  ehonld  perfbrm  those  ot- 
&US  and  ftenriees  hself.  This  was  wbat  was  pro- 
posed by  the  plan  of  the  £xebiiUvr.  It  proposed 
to  perfbrm  all  the  doties  connected  with  the  fimn- 
ciak  department  of  >he  Government,  by  the  agency 
of  officers  appointed  by  the  President,  under  the 
Constitntion;  that  the  Qovernment  sbonld  ke^p, 
transfer,  and  disburse  its  own  revennes;  that  it 
should  perform  the  doties  of  commissioners  of 
loans  and  pension  agents;  that  it  shonld  re- 
ceive deposites,  issue  a  onrr«ncy  for  the  country, 
afid  -supply  commercial  exchanges.  All  these 
fonetions  were  proposed  to  be  performed,  by  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Wbat  was 
the  proposed  board  of  exchequer?  He  answered, 
an  executive  department  of  the  Qovernment;  or  a 
branch  of  an  executive  department,  composed  of 
officers  appointed  by  the  President — ^just  such  a  de- 
partment, in  fact,  as  the  Post  Office,  the  General 
Land  Office,  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  the  Pension 
Office,  the  War  or  Navy  Department. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  a  portion  of  the  doties 
proposed  to  be  performed  by  tbe  exchequer  were 
competent  to  be  performed  by  it;  whilst  there  was 
DO  competency  whatever  for  the  remainder*  There 
was  a  competency  to  keep  and  disburse  tbe  public 
moneys,  to  make  loans,  and  to  give  the  paper  of 
the  Government  as  e?idenoe  of  debt,  and  perhaps 
to  isauesnch  paper  in  a  form  to  circulate  as  money 
— although  he  would  never  invest  the  Executive 
with  any  such  authority,  except  in  cases  of  great 
exigency.  But  there  was  something  more  proposed 
by  this  exchequer.  It  proposed  te  receive  depos- 
ites, to  issue  convertible  paper  to  circulate  as  money, 
and  to  deal  in  commercial  exchanges.  So  far  as 
the  proposition  to  receive  dtposites  and  deal  in  ex- 
changes was  concerned,  he  must  declare  his  con- 
viction that  there  was  no  power  in  the  Government 
for  tbe  performance  of  such  functions.  It  was 
true  that  the  Gh>vernmeDt  might  deal  with  individ- 
uals on  Gk»vemment  account,  but  not  with  individ- 
uals on  individual  account. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
propoacd  exchequer  was  a  subordinate  executive 
department  of  tbe  Government — an  executive 
treasury,  with  sab-treasuries,  or  branches.  In  the 
second  place,  it  was  an  executive  commercial 
bank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  Per  the  first,  there 
was  a  competency;  for  the  second,  none  whatever. 
But  he  had  serious  objections  to  the  establishment 
of  an  executive  treasury.  He  would  mention  one 
now,  which  condemned  the  whole  scheme — and 
that  waa,  the  simple  fact  that  it  proposed  that  the 
surplus  revenues  of  tbe  country  should  be  kept  in 
the  naads  of  executive  officers,  instead  of  l>eing  de- 
posited in  banks.  Wbat  was  the  history  of  tbe 
keeping  of  the  public  money  since  the  foundation 
of  our  Government?  At  the  first  session  after  tbe 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  1789,  a  law  was 
passed  requiring  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales 
to  t>e  the  keeper  of  tbe  public  moneys.  It  did  not 
prescribe  the  piece  or  mode  of  keeping  them.  That 
was  lift  to  the  Treasurer's  own  di  cretion.  Un- 
derstanding that  there  was  but  one  mode,  the  Treas- 
urer adopted  that.  There  were  three  or  four  State 
banks:  and  these  he  adopted  as  his  depositories; 
and  did  not,  for  a  moment,  keep  the  money  in  his 
own  possession.-  At  the  second  session  of  Congress, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered;  and  it 
afforded  further  opportnnilies  to  the  Treasurer  for 
making  deposites.  The  law  did  not  require  him  to 
make  it  a  depository;  yet  be  did  so — not  dif^pensing 
with  the  agency  of  the  State  banks.  Thus  the 
matter  went  on  till  1794,  when  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examioe  the  Treasurer's  accounts — 
who  reported  that  all  the  functions  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  connected  with  tbe  transfer,  safe- 
keeping, and  di'  borsement  of  the  public  moneys, 
were  satisfactorily  performed  by  banks.  (Mr.  B. 
read  an  extract  from  their  report.)  That  com- 
mittee proposed  no  action,  l>eing  satisfied  with  the 
mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Treasurer. 
Things  thiis  went  on  ontil  1811,  when  the  charter 
of  the  old  bank  expired,  and  when  resort  was  again 
had  to  the  State  banks.  The  Treasurer  then  had 
about  tVFO  hundred  to  select  from.  It  waA  the 
period  of  the  war,  when  all  the  banks  of  tbe  coun- 
try south  of  New  England  suspended  specie  pay- 
-mantSi     Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  Treasurer 


continued  to  deposite  in  them,  knowing  that  the 
banks  were  just  as  sound  after,  as  before  they 
suspended.  In  1816,  the  second  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated,  and  then  Confess 
for  the  first  time  undertook  to  legislate  in  relation 
10  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  moneys,  by  ap- 
pointing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  the 
depository.  It  was  not  so  much  for  the  safety  of 
the  public  funds,  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  in 
consideration  of  the  heavy  bonuses  exacted  of  it 
and  paid  for  the  charter.  The  bank  then  became 
the  depository,  and  no  further  legislation  was  bad 
until  183€.  In  1833,  however,  the  Executive  nn- 
dertoo)^  to  interfere,  and  took  jbe  public  money 
out  of  the  control  of  law,  tq  pu*t  it  in  the  bands  of 
officers  of  its  own  appointment.  In  1836,  Con- 
gress, in  consequence  of  the  largely  accumulated 
amount  of  revenue  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Executive, 
passed  a  law  on  tbe  subject.  But,  even  then,  the 
mode  of  keeping  the  public  tnoney  was  not  changed} 
but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  merely  re- 
quired to  select  certain  banks  in  which  the  Treas- 
urer was  to  deposite.  In  1837,  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  more  general  than  that  which 
occurred  during  the  war,  took  place;  and  the  op- 
portunity was  seized  to  introduce  a  new  mode  of 
keeping  tbe  functe  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  called  Congress  together,  and  propoeed  his 
sub-treasury,  or  (as  his  friends  del%hted  to  call  it) 
the  independent  ueasnir.  This  was  not  adopted 
until  the  last  year  of  hia  administration.  It  went 
into  operation  on  the  4th  of  July,  1840,  and  re- 
mained in  operation  just  one  year.  In  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Van  Buren  lost  his  office  ^n  that  very 
measure;  for  the  political  revolution  of  1340  turned 
on  it  more  than  on  everything  else  that  entered  into 
the  contest.  It  was  repealed,  and,  with  it,  tbe  law 
of  1836;  thus  leaviiig  matters  as  they  stood  under 
the  act  of*  1839.  There  was  no  surplus  revenue  to 
tempt  the  banks  to  corruption;  and  it  was  thought 
that  the  funds  of  the  Government  might  be  safely 
left  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  terms 
on  which  the  banks  kept  the  money  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  from 
that  report,  it  would  be  found  that  it  was  deposited 
in  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  '<Treasdter  of  the 
United  Stales,^*  and  could  not  be  drawn,  except 
by  warrants  according  to  law.  This  was  the  ayp- 
tem  in  operation  now;  and  the  system  which  had 
been  in  operation,  with  the  exception  of  one  y^sri 
since  the  foundation  o{  the  Gh>vernment.  Why, 
then,  should  we  be  asked,  after  an  experience  of  53 
years  out  of  53,  to  change  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  which  had  been  found  to  work 
so  well?  Was  there  anything  in  the  system  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  as  demonstrated  during  one  year's 
operation,  to  induce  the  country  to  think  it  ought 
to  be  adopted  again?  He  thought  that  the  public 
money  should  t>e  kept  as  prudent  and  discreet  indi- 
viduals would  keep  theirs.  Tbe  practice  of  de- 
positing in  bank  was  almost  universal-^ was  like 
the  maxims  of  the  common  law— was  founded  in 
wisdom,  and  had  the  approval  of  nearly  every 
man  of  ordinary  understanding.  How,  he  naked. 
Was  it  with  States?  Did  any  State  in  the  Union 
permit  its  funds  to  be  kept  in  the  pergonal  custody 
of  its  officers?  How  was  it  with  counties,  pri?ate 
siiisociations,  and  coui's  intrusted  with  the  care  of 
money?  Did  any  of  them  employ  personal  agents? 
And  why  was  the  United  States  Government  alone 
called  on  to  adopt  a  new  mode  of  proceeding?  He 
did  not  think  that  Government  officers  were  more 
to  be  trusted  than  sgenu  of  private  asaociai ions. 

Had  not  this  Government  had  its  abundant  share 
of  dishonest  and  onfaithfnl  officers?  There  was 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  public  service  which' guaran- 
tied fidelity.  It  was  not  the  best  men  who  seek 
office,  nor  the  most  faithful  who  obtain  it.  It  was 
the  bold,  desperate,  and  reckless,  who  were  crowd- 
ing all  tbe  avenues  to  public  employment;  and  it 
was  this  description  of  persons,  in  a  great  degree, 
who  were  the  most  successful  in  obtaining  it.  He 
doubted  if  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  rhe  United 
States  was  ever  worse  served  in  the  article  of  faith- 
ful and  honest  agents,  than  tbe  Gfovemment  of  the 
United  States  had  been  duriag  the  last  twelve  yearu. 
Yet  they  were  called  on,  under  these  circumstances, 
and  with  all  the  experienci?  of  the  Government,  to 
I  change  the  mode  in  which  the  public  money  had 
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emment.  Oa  his  aoiU,  he  believed  that  pnUie  olBoe 
in  this  country  was  tbe  worst  school  of  ntorals  this 
side  of  the  penitentiary.  Biany  an  honest  man 
was  matriculated  in  office,  who  graduated  a  rogue; 
and,  if  the  rogue  got  in,  he  waa  ten  times  a  rogue. 
He  should  not  consent,  for  one,  to  change  that 
mode  of  keeping  our  surplus  D^oneys,  which  was 
the  universal  practice  of  the  country.  There  wai 
something  in  the  nature  of  money  itself^  and  par- 
ticularly of  public  money,  which  ought  to  forbid 
its  being  intrusted  to  individoala. 

After  eommenting  on  the  objectionable  featurei 
of  a  Go?erntnent  bank,  which  were  presented  l(f 
the  bill  of  tbe  select  committee,  Mr.  B.  wentoa 
to  say  that,  by  that  bill,  there  waa  to  be  a  redemptum 
fund  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  kept  constanily 
on  hand  in  the  exchequer.  He  did  not  hesitate  to 
any  that,  under  this  plan,  if  it  should  go  into  sac- 
Cut  operation,  there  woald  pasa  through  «be 
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hands  of  these  Gh>vemment  officers,  in  one  single 
year,  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

There  were  other  points  in  regard  to  this  Exec- 
utive treasury  and  sub-treaaury  aeheme  which  he 
should  begiad  leaoiiee  if  he  had  time;  hot  be  most 
hurry  oil* 

He  begged  leave  to  sty  a  few  worda  in  regard  to 
Ibis  treasury  board  and  its  agendea,  eenmredai 
a  commercial  bank.  TbegentiemaA  froaMaas- 
ehuaetts  [Mr.  Cushino]  took  the  ground,  yestardiqr, 
that  it  was  not  a  commercial  bank;  that  it  waa  not 
a  bank  at  all,  nor  anything  like  a  bank;  tbat,  if 
there  were  banking  powers  conferred  by  this  aeheme, 
tbe  Treasury  Department  had  banking  powers  al- 
ready, because  it  received  deposites,  made  trans- 
fers of  the  public  money,  and  dealt  in  exchaagei, 
by  buying  and  selling  drafts.  Now,  put  all  tbat 
out  of  view  that  belonged  to  an  executive  treas- 
ury, and  dkl  not  belong  to  a  bank;  and  still  this 
was  a  Government  bank.  By  this  excfaequtr,  the 
Government  was  to  deal  with  individaals,  hot  on 
Ck>vernment  account.  By  it,  the  Govemmcit 
agreed  to  receive  from  individuals  fifteen  nilUons 
of  dollars,  for  which  it  was  to  give  bank  money— 
viz:  certificates  of  depoaitef^and  yet  the  geatleaan 
said  that  it  was  not  a  bank.  He  should  be  glad  if  the 
gentleman  would  tell  them  what  the  Bank  of  Amster- 
dam was.  That  bank  received  depeaiiee  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  made  its  profits  by  issues  of  pa^er,  in  the 
form  of  certificates  of  deposite.  It  never  loaned 
a  dollar,  hor  did  it  deal  in  exchanges  at  alL  The 
Bank  of  Hamburg  operated  precisely  in  the^ame 
way,  and  in  no  other.  The  gentleman  from  Ha^ 
sacheaetts,  [Mr.  Cosaiifa.]  with  all  his  karttiof 
and  knowledge  on  the  snbject,  could  get  up  aad 
gravely  tell  the  House  that  this  was  not  a  bank. 
But  this  bank  was  to  deal  in  exchangee.  la  the 
firat  place,  it  was  to  buy  bills  of  eaehaage,  aod 
there  was  no  limit  to  the  amount  it  might  pirehise. 
It  was  restricted  in  its  dealings  from  State  to  Stale, 
and  Sute  to  Territotyi  and  it  was  restricted  at  to 
the  time  of  the  bi^;  beyond  this,  there  wu  ao 
-limitation.  It  may  also  buy  this  exchange  in  the 
way  of  discount,  because  the  bill  expressly  pro- 
vides that  it  was  not  to  take  more  than  six 
per  cent,  for  exchange,  nor  to  give  more  than  81 
per  cent,  premium  on  the  billa  it  might  purchase. 
It  might  deal  upon  this  subject  in  the  way  of  fisfor 
to  these  who  were  its  friends,  and  to  frova  down 
and  oppress  those  who  were  not.  Then,  it  had 
the  power  of  selling  exehaage;  and  hens,  agaio, 
it  was  unlimited.  It  might  draw  and  redilaw  n 
the  amount  of  millions.  It  might  also  sell  cheaper 
to  its  friends,  and  refuse  to  sell  to  those  who  were 
not.  After  this  description  he  had  given  of  this 
commercial  bank  of  exchange,  he  should  like  to 
see  any  eemleana  get  up  and  say  that  it  waa  not  a 
bank.  He  knew  tbat  this  Government  arigbt 
create  a  bank,  if  it  should  beWbund  necessary  for 
the  management  of  ita  finances,  and  neoeasaiy  ftir 
the  commerce  and  business  of  the  country^  bat  he 
denied  that  the  Government  oonld,  by  its  own 
officers,  carry  out  all  the  objeets  and  porpeees 
of  a  bank.  He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  tay 
individual  in  that  House  who  would  riae  ia  bit 
place  and  advocate  such  an  inatitntion;  yet  ih*re 
it  wis  proposed  by  the  Bxecntive,  and  aigadtty 
hit  friends  oa  that  floor,  that  the  QofetnBeat 
I  should,  by  ita  own  oifioers,  sal  up  a  great  Ckyven- 
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hnk  of  ilqpotite  Mod-  exchange,  as^-deal 
w\Ak  m^wHsuda  /or  profit  I^ooBelosion,  Mr.  B. 
obeerYcd  ikat  lie  bail  only  time  to  saj  that,  at  the 
pmftr  Uise,  he  ehoald  niae  upon  the  House  lo  go 
into  CeouaHtce  of  ihe  Whoie  apon  the  bUl  of  the 
gentleauuk  from  Maesaehoeetis,  for  the  purpose  of 
mofiag,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  the  simple  plan  of 
foraishing  a  ourreney  for  the  Giovemment  and  the 

Mr«.  WINTHROP  observed  that  it  was  with  ex- 
treme relaotaace  he  bad  made  np  his  miod  to  ad- 
drees  the  House  on  this  subject.  There  was  an 
old  proverb,  which  said,  "out  of  the  fnUieas  of  the 
heart  the  memk  speaketh}"  bat  he  had  no  folness 
of  the  heart  to  speak  on  this  sabject.  It  was  so 
iMskyeocdy  wom  o«i,aad  embarrassed  by  the  varioos 
ao4  comflkaled  qaestiona  that  were  connected  with 
it,  that  he  eonld  not  conceive  how  any  man  coald 
flfiealioBit  withoat  repugnance.  This  sabject  of 
ibft  emreacy  had  been  tossed,  for  the  past  ten  years, 
oa  the  waves  of  party  contention;  And  when  a  few 
lesis  since  they  thought  they  were  about  .coming 
isio  port  with  it,  and  hailed  what  the  man  from  the 
laasi-head  thoaght  to  be  land,  they  found,  to  their 
sorrow,  what  they  took  to  be  fand  to  be  nothing  but 
afresh  reef  of  rocks;  and  if  he  m^t  be  permitted 
to  pursue  the  figure  further,  he  would  add,  that  the 
Mibjeet  of  Ihe  currency  had  become  as  stale  as  a 
piece  of  mouldy  biscuit  after  the  voyage. 

As  there  w^e  likely  to  be  questions,  before  this 
detote  was  brought  to  a  close,  upon  which  any 
?f  le  be  aaigh^  ^ve  would  be  liable  tp  be  misukeu, 
he  was  not  oonleDt  to  leave  his  constitaeuia  with- 
out some  explanation  in  regard  to  the  votes  he 
Blight  give.  The  challenge  had  been  given  by 
&ef  eral  gsAtleoaen,  and  repeated  by  the  gentleman 
wbe  had  iust  taken  his  seat,  for  %oy  one  to  rise  ia 
his  place,  and  declare  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this 
project  of  the  Executive.  He  did  not  rise  to  accept 
ibat  challenge. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that  he  withdrew  the  chal- 
leage. 

Mr.  WINTHROP.  Well,  if  the  gentleman 
wiibdrawa  ii,  the  House  will  bear  me  witness  that 
(he  challenge  has  been  repeatedly  made  by  others. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  take  up  the  gauntlet,  and 
defend  the  project  of  the  Executive  of  the  last  ses- 
sieo;  but  still  he  could  not  say  that  he  was  in  Xavor 
of  the  report  of  the  Commiuee  of.  Ways  and 
Means.  He  was  ready  to  avow  that,  if  the  lesolu- 
tion  cencludtog  that  report  shouki  be  forced  on 
bim,  his  vote  must  be  given  against  it. 

Before  he  entered  on  the  question  embraced  in 
that  resolution,  he  wished  to  give  his  views  briefly 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  present 
regulations  for  the  management  of  the  finances. 
Referdag  lo  the  law  of  1789,  providing  foir  the 
castody  ef  the  public  money,  Mr.  W.  said  that 
there  was  now  no  other  regulation  by  law  on  the 
sabject,  but  that  it  was  left  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive.  F6r  his  own  part,  he  could  not 
leel  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty  to  the  people, 
by  omitting  to  vote,  on  tvtxj  occasion,  for  briag- 
log  the  public  treasure  oader  the  custody  of  the 
lav.  Did  gentlemen  tell  him  that  they  had  repeat- 
edly tried  to  accomplish  that  desirable^  object,  and 
been  prevented  by  the  vetoes  of  the  Executive? 
He  was  no  apologist  for  vetoes;  but  because  the 
Executive,  either  from  conscience  or  contumacy, 
bad  seen  fit  to  leAise  bis  taaction  to  the  measures 
they  had  passed,  was  that  a  sufficient  reason  why 
Congress  shoukl  focbear  to  make  another  attempt? 
We  are  (said  Hr.  W.)  the  representatives  ef  the 
people,  and  are  boind  to  continue  our  efforts  to 
place  their  mooey  under  the  conti pi  of  law;  and  if 
there  beany  distrust  of  the  Executive.— if  there  be 
spy  well-lounded  alarm  as  to  his  objects  and 
aims,  ao  much  the  more  necessary  is  it  that  we 
should  pass  some  law  to  limit  bis  discretion,  and 
place  the  castody  of  Ihe  public  funds  under  the 
woper  safeguards  of  Jaw.  We  have  now  (said 
Mr.  W*)  that  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so 
aach  deprecated  at  the  lime  when  (General  Jack- 
son reo^ved  the  public,  depositee  (rom  the  Bank 
of  the  united  States.  If  there  must  be  such  a 
anion,  he  preferred  that  it  shoukl  be  under  the 
sanction  of  law.  He  knew  that,  as  yet,  no  injury 
had  leeultf d  from  this  unitm;  but  our  povecty  had 
been  oai  pr^teeUon;  our  coffeis  were  so  empty, 


that  it  mattered  little  who  kept  the  keys.  The  I 
time,  however,  might  come  when  the  case  would 
be  difiereot.  He  had  no  apprehension  that  this 
tariff,  about  which  there  had  beeih  such  ominous 
predietions,  was  to  prove  so  ruinous  to  our  rev- 
enue. He  believed,  after  time  bad  been  given  to 
the  people  to  consume  the  stock  of  goods  on  hand, 
that  our  revenues  would  be  greatly  increased  un- 
der its  operations;  and  if  the  rigors  of  the  cash 
system  should  be  mitigated  i>y  the  warehousing 
system,  that,  with  a  n&oderate  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee,  would,  before  the  dose  of  the  next  session . 
of  Congress^  bring  up  a  different  and  more  pros- 
pereus  state  of  our  finances  than  was  now  pre- 
sented. 

But,  at  any  rate,  whether  full  or  empty — whe- 
ther exhaasted  or  exuberant — ^be  held  it  to  be 
Whig  doctrine— be  held  it  to  be  republican  doc- 
trine—he held  it  to  be  consittntional  doctrine — that 
the  treasures  of  the  nation  should  be  under  better 
sanctions  and  guards  than  he  thought  they  now 
were.  He  had  no  hesifation  in  saying  that  a  na- 
tional bank,  with  amoderate  capital  of  $10,000,000, 
#15,000,000,  or  even  |30,000,000,  which  experi- 
ence bad  shown  was  necessary,  was  his  first 
choice  for  a  fiscal  agent  for  the  Gfovemment.  The 
profligate  mismanagement  of  such  an  institation 
had  not  impaired  his  confidence  in  a  United  States 
bank,  any  more  than  the  monstrous  misrule  of  this 
Government,  for  the  last  ten  years,  had  impaired 
his  confidence  in  the  fVee  institutions  and  the  ad 
miraUe  forms  of  government  under  which  we 
live.     And    such  ^  moment  as  the  present  he 

.  thought  the  most  favorable  for  the  establishment 
of  81^  an  institution  as  the  one  he  had  suggested; 
for,  with  the  evils  attendant  on  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  late  bank  before  them,  they  would  be 
likely  to  secure  it  on  such  a  safe  and  sure  fonnda- 
tion  as  wo^ld  save  it  flrom  such  evils  in  future; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  confessed  that,  with  such 
principles  as  the  President  held,  the  course  he 
(Mr.  Wnramtop)  suggested  was  rendered  an  alto- 
gether impracticable  idea  at  the  present  moment. 

But  that  was  not  the  only  course  to  be  pursued: 
there  were  others,  which  might  and  ought  to  be 
tried,  until  the  object  could  be  accomplished. 
Why,  if  the  House  would  do  nothing  ehe,  it  might 
call  upon  the  Secretary  of  fb^  Treasary  to  put 
in  black  and  white,  and  submit  it  for  their  amend- 
ment and  adoption,  as  a  working  plan,  the  system 
which  was  now  pursued  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  the  public  money. 
Any  system— even  a  bad  system— restmg  on  a  writ- 
ten law,  was  better  than  one  resting  only  on  Ex- 
ecutive discretion,  or  than  no  system  at  all.  So 
strong  did  he  regard  the  necessity  of  some  provision 
for  the  safekeeping  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  that,  for  one,  he  regretted  that  even  the 
sub-treasury  system  was  repealed  as  summarily 

.  as  it  was.  Odious  and  abhorrent  as  that  system 
was,  he  doubted,  if  it  eeuld  be  brought  to  a  vote, 
that  it  would  be  repealed  at  this  momeni,  if  it  was 
now  standing.  And  in  juetice  to  his  friends  in  that 
House,  be  would  say— And  he  should  tell  no 
secrets  by  doing  so— <4hat  on  the  -floor  of  either 
House,  at  the  extra  session,  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasuiy,  as  an  independent  outright  act,  was  not 
one  of  the  prepositions  ef  the  party  then  in  power. 
They  had  been  charged  at  sundry  times,  and  in  di- 
vert places,  with  perplexing  and  embarrassing  the 
President  at  the  extra  session;  but  he  had  already 
said  that  he  concurred  in  no  such  charges.  There 
was  some  ground  for  another  charge,  which  came 
from  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  other  day — 
that  there  was  a  too  great  willingness  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  and  desires  of  the  President;  and 
that  the  subareasury  repeal,  as  an  independent  act, 
was  a  measure  more  as  compliance  and  complais- 
ance to  htm.  The  United  States,  bank  bill  was 
under  consideration,  and  the  sigi^ture  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  t^  bill  would  have  repealed  the  sub- 
treasury,  and  his  veto  would  have  left  it  standing; 
but  it  seemed  asif  tbenoa-orepealof  thaisystem  would 
make  the  President  responsible  for  leaving  the 
sub*trea8ury  in  operation,  or  force  him  to  sign  the 
bank  charter,  and  it  was  thought  better  to  relieve 
him  from  auch  a  predicament.  With  this  view, 
the  repeal  biU  was  inttodooed,  and  it  wis  hurried 
haatily  thraagh;  and  he(Mr.  W.)  oonld  not  but 


regret  that  it  was  so.  He  could  hai^y  help  saying, 
if  it  were  to  do  over  again,  he  would  not  give  his 
vote  in  favor  of  the  repeal. 

After  some  farther  observations  in  continuation 
of  that  subject,  he  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  did 
not  hold,«ior  did  his  friends  hold,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Gkivemment  to  take  eare  ef  itself,  and 
leave  the  people  to  take  care  of  themselves;  and 
he  was  for  doing  as  much  as  he  constitutionally 
could  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  ^ 
Government;  and  be  confeswd  that  the  issue  uf  ^ 
415,000,000  or  |90,000,000  of  exchequer  notes, 
redeemable  in  specie  at  New  York  alone,  or  at 
New  York  and  some  one  or  two  other  places,  he 
was  opinion,  would,  in  some  measure,  relieve  Aie 
country.     Giovemment  paper  was  not  in  favor 
with  him,   but  they  had  been  living  on  it  for  Ave 
years  past.     He  did    not  agree  with    the   gen« 
tlemen  who  regarded  Government  piper,  resting 
on  dollar  for  dollar,  as  altogether  worthless.    It 
seemed  th^  gentlemen  forgot  one  of  their  old  argu* 
me nis,  which  they  had  bwi  accustomed  to  use  in' 
relation  to  the  hard-money  doctrines  of  years  past, 
when  they  preferred  paper  money  on  a  specie  ba^ 
sis,  if  they  now  spurned  it  as  contemptible  and 
wortbUss.    It  would  be  a  great  convenience  as  a 
medium  of  local  payments,  as  a  medium  of  treas- 
ury payments,  and  as  a  medium^  of  exchange.  The 
treasury  notes  now  in  use  were'' found  everywhere 
of  great  convenience  in  all  thoee  respects.    But  he    . 
was  not  unwilling  to  say  that  there  were  other 
parts  of  the  exchequer  pi^et  that  he  looked  at  with 
less  favor:  be  referred  particularly  to  tha*t  pare 
which  bad  been  commented  on  by  his  friend  who 
last  addressed  the  Houses— the  pswer  to  be  given  to 
buy  bills  of  exchange  generally.    He  agreed  that 
that  power  would  be  liable  to  many  abases.  After 
some  observations  on  this  point,  he  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  had  no  fancy  for  resting  t^e  operation 
of  the  proposed  system  on  the  assent  of  the  States; 
but,  on  all  these  features  and  parts  of  this  subject, 
he  intended  to  hold  himself  at  liberty  to  act  as  be 
might  think  wise  and  proper,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, when  that  bill  shoctid  comej  before 
the  House  for  its  action. 

He  had  said  enough  to  show  that  a  national 
bank  was  bis  first  choice  as  a  fiscal  agent  for  the 
Government}  and  while  he  was  not  prepared  to 
give  in  hisadhesion  lo  the  Executive  for  it,  he  was 
ready  (if  nothing  better  presented  itself)  to  vole 
for  the  House  bill,  rather  than  continue  the  pres- 
ent system;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  believed  he  should 
vote  for  what  many  bdieved  to  he  harmhtfs,  and 
for  what  some  believed  to  be  beneficial. 

He  desired  now  to  allude  briefly  to  the  reports 
and  the  resolutions  before  them;  but,  before  ^ng 
so,  be  begged  leave  .to  bear  his  humble  testimony^ 
in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  to  the  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  chairman  of  the  Commttlee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  discharged  his  duty  to 
the  country  in  reference  to  this  matter.  After  a 
warm  eulogy  of  that  gentleman,  he  proceeded  lo 
his  report,  which  seemed  to  cot  off  all  boj»e  of  such 
'an  institution  as  was  proposed,  without  the  great- 
est danger.    The  report  said: 

'*It  must  be 'obvious  to  eTerv  inielliffent  maiL  who  will  care- 
foUr  ezarniDe  the  plan  here  shadowed  forth,  that.  If  thii  Inmi- 
tutioD  be  ever  legalised,  and  put  in  opera(ioB  under  the  Bxecu- 
live  authority  of  the  Ooveromeni,  it  will  exert  a  power  and 
Ihfluence,  for  good  or  for  evil,  qpoa  the  busineie  and  polflice  of 
thiecountry*  compared  with  which  a  tiank  of  the  Untied  Statea, 
or  the  lub-treaaary,  would  be  impotent  and  barmleai.  If  it 
were  possible  to  have  such  an  institution  without  increasing 
Executive  power,  or  endangering  the  treasury,  which  shonld 
be  administered  by  men  of  undoubted  talents  and  integrity, 
endued  with  competent  financial  skill,  and  a  cautious,  vigilant 
sagacity, uncontaminated with  political  and  partisaobias,  it  ia 
onooubtedly  capable  of  rendering  some  service  both  to  the 
busiosas  wants  of  the  country  and  the  financial  embuRis* 
ments  of  t|ie  treasury.  But  to  hope  for  this,  is  to  expect  a 
change  in  human  nature  itself,  and  in  the  ordinary  motives 
that  CDvern  the  condnctef  men,  and  especially  political  men, 
little  less  than  n^raculous.  Our  institutions  are  t»aeed  opon 
no  such  theory  of  human  perfectibility.  They  contemplate 
the  poesibility  of  error  and  vice  in  thoee  who  are  intrusted 
with  power,  and  therefore  guard  (he  trust  by  every  limitation, 
as  to  time  and  amoooi,  not  incompatible  with  theobiBct  to  t>o 
attained."  ^  -r^  -r~ 

it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorb]  had  run  into  the 
extreme,  and  too  much  into  the  theory  of  human 
depravity.  It  appeared  to  him  that  that  gentleaDmn 
had  taken  for  his  text,  when  he  wrote  bis  report, 
the  remark  of  an  ancient^  philosopher,  who  saui 
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<'ilie  only  safety  in  relation  to  human  government 
is  djatrnst,  disirnst,  di8trnf«i;*'  or  the  langaage  of  a 
Roman  pott,  *Sifui  mIm,  wuikm  tpeemrt  M^titem.'* 

He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  deny  thai  there  was  some- 
^ng  of  distrust  necessary  in  relation  to  human 
Governments,  and  particularly  free  €K)Ternments; 
but  he  also  undertook  to  say/  that  seme  degree  of 
eonfidenee  was  not  only  useful,  but  indispensable, 
aven  to  ifie  existence  of  free  Governments.  It  was 
true,  our  institutions  were  not  based  on  human 
perfectibility,  but  were  based  on  integrity,  on  edu- 
cation, on  morality,  and  on  virtue.  Montesquieu 
aaid  the  foundation  principle  of  monarchy  was  fear; 
but  of  a  republic,  virtue;  and  if  virtue  followed  not 
their  counsels,  he  (Mr.  W.)  feared  it  was  vain  to 
attempt  to  guard  their  institutions  from  overthrow, 
or,  in  other  language,  "If  the  Lord  keep  not  the 
city,  the  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain." 

tie  admitted  they  had  of  late  had  no  very  great 
encouragement  there  to  place  implicit*  confi- 
dence in  men;  he  admitted  they  had  seen  some 
demonstrations  which  might  have  served  reason- 
ably.to  check  iheir  confidence.  But  he  was  not 
ready  to  admit  that  the  age  of  virtuous  politicians 
was  fully  gone;  he  could  not  agree  with  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barmabd,]  that  public  oBce 
was  the  best  school  for  roguery  and  vice^  He 
trusted  they  should  yet  live  to  see  the  day  when 
they  sboiUd  have  such  men  as  they  had  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  Republic;  and  men,  too,  of  more 
receat  date,  who  should  feel  that,  when  they  were 
called  to  the  offices  of  the  country,  they  were 
not  called  to  some  pitiful  job,  but  to  a  stiCted  func- 
tion— men  whom  he  might  address  in  the  words, 
though  not  in  the  spirit,  in  which  Macbeth  was  ad- 
dressed by^-that  demi*demon,  he  had  almost  said, 
with  which  his  destiny  was  associated — 

'^Wbatihou  woald'st  highly,  that  woold'et  tbon  hoUly. 
Art  not  without  ambition;  but  without 
The  illoeas  should  attend  It." 

At  any  rate,  he,  for  one,  was  not  ready  at  pres- 
ent to  base  our  institutions  or  our  system,  or  objec- 
tions to  Systems,  upon  the  absence  of  everything 
like  public  virtue.  It  was  true,  the  report  seemed 
to  rest  on  the  watchfulness  and  vigilance  of  steck- 
holdeis;  but  where  was  their  vigiUmce  in  the  ttion- 
aand  and  one  institutions  which  had  failed?  Now, 
though  the  United  States  bank  was  his  first  choice, 
he  did  not  say  that  it  was  the  only  means  by  which 
this  Government  could  autnage  itsafifairs. 

After  remarking  upon  several  passages  at  the 
dose  of  the  report  made  to  the  House  by  the  Ckim- 
mittee  of  Ways  aad  Means,  he  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  he  should  have  to  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  committee.  He  believed  that  the  prop- 
er course  to  have  been  patsaed  would  have  been 
to  have  laid  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
table,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  adverse  reports  generally.  At  the  same  time 
that  he  advocated  this  course  as  the  best  that  could 
be  pursued,  he  designed  to  east  no  imputation 
whatever  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  was  \inwilliiM;  to  subject  the  motives  of  the 
majority  of  the  House  to  perversion  and  miscon- 
struction, by  passing  the  resolution  which  had  been 
reported.  Pass  tbat^  and  it  would  be  said  that  the 
Whig  party  intended  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  au- 
thor of  the  exchequer  scheme.  The  cry  would  he 
raised,  that  the  majority  here  intended  to  nail  the 
project  to  iba  counter,  or  counterfeit  coin.  It 
would  be  said  that  the  design  was  to  bold  up  the 
plan  to  the  country  as  one  which  had  none  so  poor 
as  to  do  it  reverence.  A  thousand  eyes  were  turn- 
ed toward  the  proceedings  of  the  Whigs  in  Con- 
gress, and  he  wished  to  afford  no  new  motive  for 
their  further  malignant  gaze.  He  wished  to  take 
away  everything  that  could  be  turned  into  a  sub- 
ject of  misconstruction  aad  invective. 

]ie  hoped  be  should  be  pardoned  for  saying  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  author  of  the  exche- 
quer prc^'ef.  He  did  not  stand  here  as  the  defender 
of  the  Secretary  pf  State.  That  man  was  one  of 
his  most  distinguished  constituents;  and  he  felt  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  those  he  represented  to 
aay  something  of  him.  When  be  saw  so  much 
unmerited  reproach  cast  upon  him,  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  those  who  assembled 
in  Faneuil  Hall  to  hear  him,  did  he  return  home 
without  sayiag  anything  on  the  subjeou    He  was 


not  one  of  those  who  listened  to  the  Paaenil  Hall 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  regretted 
that  such  a  speech  was  then  and  there  made.  He 
dissented  entirely  from  many  parts  of  it^^or  in- 
stance: the  diarge  that  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts, 
by  declaring  a  final  separation  from  the  President, 
had  committed  themselFes  to  an  indiscriminate 
warfare  against.all  his  measures,  he  thought,  was 
not  at  all  warranted  by  facts.  The  idea,  too,  that 
no  peculiar  party  element  entered  into  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  bill  of  last  session,  because  some 
twenty  or  thirty  Whigs  found  themselves  so  situ- 
ated as  to  be  obliged  to  vote  against,  whilst  sonie 
ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  opposite  party  voted  for  it, 
was  altogether  absurd.  Nor  had  the  charge  that 
the  convention  of  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  had 
transcended  their  authority,  by  considering  subjects 
not  usual  in  such  conventions,  any  foundation.  But 
that  the  interrogatory  ''Where  shall  I  go?'*  instead 
of  being  applicable  to  bis  relation  to  the  Whigs  of 
Massachusetts,  whose  confidence  no  man  ever 
enjoyed  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  was  dictated  by  a  mere  lust  of  office 
— a  mere  truckling  .  to  place  and  power — was  as 
gross  as  it  was  uufounded.  Indeed,  the  very  next 
sentence  of  the  speech  forbade  any  such  construc- 
tion. He  referred  to  the  sentence  where  the  Sec* 
retary  declared  that  he  was,  and  always  should  be, 
a  Massachusetts  Whig. 

In  relatfon  to  the  subject  before  the  House,  he 
would  declare  that  he  was  not  uDwilling  to  admit 
that  there  was  something  in  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentueky,  [Mr.  MAasiiALL,]  who. 
contended  that  there  was  an  inconsistency  between 
the  speeches  of  Mr.  Webster  and  the  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  exchequer.  He  should  not  under- 
take to  explain  away  tbat  inconsistency.  But  he 
would  say  tbat,  in  all  Mr.  Webster's  discussions 
of  the  sub-treasury,  his  leading  argument  against  it 
was,  that  it  was  an  abandonment  of  the  duty  of 
the  Gh>vemment  to  regulate  the  exchanges  and  cur^ 
rency  of  the  country.  All  his  other  objections 
were  subordinate  to  this.  Indeed,  it  was  the  bu^- 
den-of  all  his  speeches;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
remark,  that  there  was  no  iuconsisteney  between 
that  view  of  the  sub-treasury  and  *  Mr.  Webster's 
views  in  relation  to  the  exchequer.  Although  he 
disapproved  of  his  position,  yet  he  thought,  when 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  accused  of  incoosisteh* 
cy,  he  might  reply,  in  the  language  of  an  ancient 
philosopher,  "I  may  have  acted  contrary  to  my- 
self, but  never  contrary  to  the  republic." 

He  had  no  idea  that  Mr.  Webster  would  thank 
him  for  what  he  had  said  here  to-day,  although  he 
might  say  amen  to  soine  of  his  remarks;  yet  he 
had  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to  those  whom  be  repre- 
sented to  say  what  he  had  said — spurning  alike 
misrepresentations  and  misconstructions  which 
might  be  made  here  and  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  next  obtained  the  floor. 
He  commenced  by  remarking  that  be  had  ven- 
tured, the  other  day,  in  reply  to  certain  remarks  of 
hi^  friend  and  colleague— in  which  he  [Mr.  G.  Da- 
vis] expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Webster  was 
destitute  of  geniua— to  bring  in  a  sketch  of  that 
great  man's  character.  He  did  so;  that  he  might 
be  acquitted  of  having  formed  a  preconceived  judg- 
ment in  relation  to  him.  He  should  not  have  ven- 
tured to  arraign  the  Secretary  of  State  before  the 
Whig  party;  for  he  appreheuded  that  the  Secretary 
would  deehne  their  jurisdiction.  Were  he  (Mr. 
M.)  to  be  judged,  he  wonM  disclaim  their  jurMic- 
tion.  He  did  not,  theo,  arraign  him  before  the 
Whigs;  because  be,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  would 
deny  their  jurisdiction.  He  arraigned  him  for  a 
great  and  glaring  departure,  not  from  a  seateoce 
takes  from  a  speech,  but  from  the  whole  of  the 
principles  of  his  philosophy,  and  the  leading  prin- 
ciples of  his  life.  He  had  been  bold  enough  to 
term  him  his  master.  He  did  not  mean  thereby 
that  he  was  his  party  master,  whom  he  was  bound 
to  follow — nbt  thinldng  *hat  he  was  the  incarnation 
of  the  principles  of  any  political  party,  which  he 
(Mr.  M.)  must  obey.  Thanks  be  to  God«  he  knew 
no  such  master  within  the  broad  bounds  of  this  re- 
public !  He  meant  to  use  the  word  in  the  same 
light  as  tbat  in  which  Aristotle  was  the  master  of 
the  Maeedoniun,  Anaxagoras  of  the  Athenian  Per- 
ielesy^attd  Soeratea  of  the  practical  stateemeu  of 


Greece — not  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  resembled 
der,  or  Pericles,  or  Aksabiades,  bM  that  Xjv  Web- 
ster combined  the  wisdom  of  all  those jhikicoyhOT. 
He  referred  to  the  pledge  given  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
when  he  pledged  his  rcputatton  upou  the  policf  of 
the  exchequer.  He  was  reported  as  OMMiiDg  a 
sneer  at  the  reputatioii  of  the  SecreCaiy  of  AaiSi 
when  his  intention  was  the  farthest  possible  tnm 
such  a  thing.  In  his  judgment,  the  pledge  of  the 
repuution  of  the  Massachusetts  Senator  veuU 
have  outweighed  all  the  jewelled  diadems  of  Bu- 
rope^  proudest  princes. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Government  organ,  in  a  siiaia 
more  elevated  and  dignified  than  usual,  had  tahea 
notice  of  his  remarks,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read 
a  passage  from  the  Faneail  Hall  speech  lo  whidi 
he  referred: 

**The  subject  of  the  euneaq^,  geailaBea,  has 
been  the  study  of  my  life.  Thirty  yean  ago,  a 
liule  before  my  entraaoe  into  the  eonadb  irf  the 
Govemment,  the  questions  connected  wi^  a  mixad 
currency,  involving  the  proper  ralatmo  of  paper  to 
specie,  and  the  proper  means  of  restrieting  aa  ex- 
cessive issue  of  paper,  came  to  be  disc^issed  by 
the  most  acute  and  well-diseiplined  undecstaaa- 
ings  in  England,  in  Parb'ameat.  At  that  tioM,  daring 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
when  paper.was  15  percent,  below  par,  Mr.  Yaa- 
sittart  had  presented  his  cetebrated  resolutioa  de- 
claring thata  bank  note  was  still  worth  thevatae 
exprenedonits  face;  that  the  bank  note  had  aot 
depredated,  but  that  the  price  of  bullioa  had  risea. 
Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Castlereagh  espoused  this 
view,  as  we  know;  and  it  was  opposed  by  the  cIobb 
reasonlug  of  Hviskisson,  the  powerfal  logie  of 
Homer,  and  tl^  practical  common  sease  of  Alaz- 
ander  Baring  (now  Lord  Ashburton.)  [ApplansOi] 
The  study  of  those  debates  made  me  a  bailionist 

^fThey  convinced  me  that  paper  could  not  ck- 
cnlate  safely  in  any  country,  aay  longer  than  it 
.was  immediately  redeemable  at  the  plaee  of  ill 
issue*  Coming  into  Congress  the  very  n«sxt  year, 
or  the  next  but  one  aAer,  aad  finding  the  &ianess 
of  the  country  in  a  most  deplorable  coadfiiA,  I 
then,  and  ever  after,  bestowed  myself,  in  jweferease 
to  all  other  public  topics,  to  the  eonsJosraitioa  ef 
the  questions  relating  to  them*  I  beHere  I  have 
read  everything  of  value  that  has  been  pabllAed 
since  on  those  questions,  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  I  have  studied,  by  close  observmtieB,  the 
laws  of  paper  currency  as  they  have  exhibited 
themselves  in  this  and  other  countries,  frem  1811 
town  to  the  present  time.  I  have  expressed  my 
opinions  at  various  times  in  Congress;  and  soae 
of  the  predictions  which  I  have  made  have  not 
been  altogether  falsified  by  subsequent  CTcats.  I 
must,  therefore,  be  permitted,  gentlemea,  without 
yielding  to  any  flippant  paragraph  of  a  newspaper, 
or  to  the  hasty  ebullitions  of  debate  in  a  public  as- 
sembly, to  say  that  I  believe  the  plan  for  aa  ex- 
chequer, as  presented  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
is  the  hui  mearare — the  only  measure  for  tlie  adop- 
tion of  Congress,  and  the  trial  of  the  people.  I 
am  ready  to  stake  my  reputation,  that  if  this 
Whig  Congress  will  take  tbat  measure,  aad  give 
it  a  fair  trial,  within  three  years  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  whole  American  people  to  be  the 
most  beneficial  measure  of  any  sort  ever  adopted 
in  this  country,  thi  ComtihUicn  m%  casspte^" 
[Cheers.] 

There  were  cheers  (said  Mr.  M.)  at  that  remark. 
But  the  Secretary  of  Sta*.e  goes  oa: 

**I  nsean,  that  they  should  take  it  as  it  was  when 
it  came  from  the  Cabinet;  not  as  it  looked  when 
the  committee  of  Congress  had  laid  their  hands 
upon  it."    [Laughter.] 

And  <said  Mr.  M.)  mmrM  U,  according  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  GaAHaaa.]  [A 
laugh.] 

"For  when  the  oommittee  of  Congiess  had  struck 
out  the  proviso  respecting  exchange,  it  was  not 
worth  a  rush — it  was  not  worth  the  parchflMat  it 
would  be  engrossed  on.  The  great  desire  of  this 
country  is  a  general  currency,  a  facility  oi  ex- 
change; a  currency  which  shall  be  the  same  for 
yon,  and  for  the  people  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana; 
and  a  system  of  exdiange  which  diall  equalise 
oedit  betweoi  them  aad  you,  with  the  rapidity  Md 
facility  with  which  Bteaa  conveys  tarn  aad  aM^ 
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s^ftadifie.  Thb  is  wbat  (h*  eonntry  waits— what 
fca  WBBt,  aad  ypa  have  not  got  it" 
Haw,  bcre  was  as  full  an  endonenieBt  as  coakl 
isve  been  giren  ta  any  plan  in  any  langnage.  80 
arefsl  was  Im  in  reoommending  the  plan,  that  the 
toeiettry  look  great  paiss  to  satisfy  all  how  he 
leeme  eoopelent  to  deeide;  therefore,  he  moonted 
ip  10  the  sDvrecs  of  his  information;  and,  in  order 
» male  his  reeommendation  siiil  more  empbatie, 

•  thftwaronnd  it  all  the  sanelion  of  his  name, 
od  aO  the  dignity  of  his  knowledge  and  oharaeter. 
Sooeider,  th«i,  that  this  exchequer  scheme  was 
m  pat  fDfth  as  a  great  saniiiye  measare,  and  the 
est  that  eonld  he  adopted — the  Constitntion  only 
nepted;  it  did  become  e^ery  man  who  had — as  he 
id---known  and  had  faith  in  Mr.  Webster,  to  ex- 
Bine  doeely  into  a  proposition  coming  to  ns  with 
D  tkeie  sanctions. 

He  did  not  know  who  was  the  writer  of  the 
evtpiper  article  to  which  he  referred,  nor  whe* 
Mr  it  was  in  order  to  refer  to  such  articles  in  de- 
ne. Bat  it  had  been  done;  and  perhaps  the 
eesBar  style  of  this  article  wonld  exeose  it  in  the 
meat  hnrtanee.  He  did  not  know,  as  he  said, 
rbo  wrote  the  article;  yet  it  was  very  much  like 
NMtlung  which  he  heard  in  a  certain  speech  de* 
rfered  on  the  floor  of  the  House  yesterday,  (iook- 
ig  towards  Mr.  CosHiifG.)  Mr.  M.  then  read  a 
tssage  from  the  Madisonian,  charging  him  with 
•fing  shvnned  the  tme  issue  invOlTed  intbeex- 
beqier,  and  with  having  argued  upon  inconeet 
fewsesy&c 

When  he  asked  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
etts  [Mr.  CuaouMi]  yesterday  what  he  considered 

•  bank  to  be,  he  refused  to  give  any  definition  what- 
rer,  but  said  he  was  aiguing  negatively—a  phrase 
rhi^  he  eonfeesed,  in  that  connexion  and  in  that 
pplieatioa,  did  not  define  the  gentleman's  mean- 
ig  wiih  snfieieni  precision  to  make  it  intelligible 
B  him.  He  had  quoted  heretofore  on  that  floor, 
rben  the  question  of  a  government  bank  was  the 
«7  sabfeat  under  consideration,  some  remarks  of 
ir.  Webster,  in  which  he  denounced  a  Govero- 
oehtbaak as  the  very  worst  of  sll  possible  human 
sreotioBS;  yet  Mr*  Webster  now  offered  them  the 
aaie  (him,  declaring  it  ^^  the  best  contrivance 
rkich  the  wit  of  man  had  ever  devised  for  this 
oaaify,  save  and  except  only  the  Constitution  of 
he  United  States.  If  this  could  be  proved  to  be  a 
loTemmeat  hank»  then  Mr.  Webster  stood  con- 
ided  of  having,  when  in  power,  offered  for  this 
oanny  the  very  worst  experiment  which  foreign 
aiions  had  ever  tried.  Now  the  gentleman  from 
lawachusetls  defined  a  bank  to  be  a  joint-stock 
ooipaay  of  private  individuals,  dealing  in  money 
nd  exdiaag^  for  profit;  and  if  this  were  trn^ 
lere  could  he  no  such  thing  as  a  GovemmenT 
ank. 

Blr.  GUSHING.  I  did  not  give  any  definition 
f  my  own  of  a  bank.  I  did  say  that,  in  thei  pop- 
lar acceptation  of  the  term,  a  bank  was  ^  joint- 
loek  company  of  individuals,  doing  business  for 
rofiu 

Mr,  MARSHALL  said  that  he  understood  a 
aak  to  eonaist  not  so  much  in  the  persons  who 
Kfciaed  the  powers  and  faculties  with  which  it 
raa  Tested,  as  in  the  nature  of  its  powers  and  fac- 
hies.  A  bank  might  be  in  the  hands  of  Individ* 
ah  ineorporated  or  not;  or  in  the  hands  of  a  sin- 
le  individual,  who  issued  his  own  notes;  or  it 
ligbt  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Government;  and 
anks  might  have  various  faculties.  The  Bank  of 
Linsterdam,  for  instance,  was  a  bank  of  deposite, 
auing  certificates  of  deposite  for  the  money  re- 
eived  1^  it— which  was  counted  by  weight,  and 
ot  by  tale;  while  the  certificates  that  were  given  to 
be  deporitors  expressed  the  amount  in  Weigbt,  and 
ot  in  the  number  and  size  of  the  worn  and  de- 
leed  pieces  of  gold  and  silver  which  made  it  up. 
t  was  simply  a  place  of  deposits;  snd  yet  it  was 
aUed  a  baak.  What  was  the  institution  proposed 
>y  the  Executivel  It  was  a  moneyed  institution, 
t  was  a  bank  of  deposite,  having  ten  millions  of 
3o?emment  money  placed  under  the  control  of  its 
tireeiors — for  whatt  For  paying  the  expenses  of 
he  GovemmentI  No.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of 
leahag  with  the  affairs  of  individuals,  for  profit, 
ie  a^ed  gentlemen,  if  there  was  a  bank  ineor* 
lOfatedy  with  ten  milhonsof  capital,  with  power  to  J 


receive  depositee  and  deal  in  exchanges,  whether  it 
would  be  a  bank  or  not 

He  thought  every  one  would  any  that  it  was  a 
bank.  Well,  then,  if  tbia  same  thkig,  conducted 
bf  the  officers  of  the  Gk>vernment,  possessed  the 
same  powers  and  faculties,  was  it  not  also  a  bank? 
Mr.  Webster  bad,  at  times,  exercised  an  extraof 
dinary  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country  on  questions  of  this  sort.  He  knew 
that  there  was  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject in  bis  own  State;  and,  therefore,  the  opinions 
of  Air.  Webster,  in  regard  to  a  Government  bank, 
were  worthy  of  ^K>nsideration  at  this  lime.  In  one 
of  his  speeches  Mr.  W.  said  (speaking  of  a 
Gfovernment  bank)  that  it  was  an  experiment  that 
had  never  been  tried  in  this  country;  but  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries  in  which  ii  bed  been 
tried  demonstrated  that  it  was,  of  all  human  inven- 
tions, the  very  worst.  That  was  the  position  in 
which  Mr.  Webster  placed  himself  in  regard  to  a. 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

After  continuing  his  argument  to  prove  that  the 
exdiequer  plan  of  the  President  was  the  very  iden- 
tical Government  bank  which  Mr.  Webster  so  much 
denounced,  Mr.  M.  went  on,  as  he  said,  to  speak  of 
principles  and  of  men.  It  had  been  the  fashion  to 
charge  the  Whig  party  as  being  led  by  a  dictator, 
in  opposition  to  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  him  and  his  measures.  He  had 
quarrelled  with  the  dictator,  and  was  likely  to 
come  by  the  worst  of  it;  but  it  was  not  that,  that  he 
quarrelled  with  him  for.  He  quanelled  with  him 
because  he  was  im willing  to  surrender  bisconstitii- 
tional  views  at  the  foot  of  the  throne;  because  he 
was  unwilling  to  give  up  everything  on  the  bank 
bill  that  it  was  worth.  He  knew  nothing  of  any  pri- 
vate matters  between  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Clay. 
If  Mr.  Webster  chose  to  consider  Mr.  Clay  as  his 
rival  for  the  Presidency,  that  was  no  affair  of  his. 
If  he  lacked  confidence  in  Mr.  Clay,  that  was  no 
ground  of  dispute  with  him,  (Mr.  M.)  But  if  he 
had  hated  Henry  Clay  ever  so  badly,  he  would 
scorn  to  strike  him  through  the  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States.  What  I  was  Mr.  Clay  so  invul- 
nerable, that  he  was  only  to  be  got  at  by  thrusting 
a  dagger  through  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution;  by 
trampling  down  all  the  long-settled  and  established 
opinions  of  his  whole  life?  He  woukl  not  pay  any 
mortal  man  so  high  a  compliment.  If  he  could 
not  floor  him,  without  flooring  the  Constitution,  he 
would  let  him  alone.  If  he  had  time,  he  should 
like  to  enter  somewhat  into  a  discussion  of  the 
principles  laid  down  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Gar* 
axTT  Davis.]  His  colleague  stated  that  Mr.  Clay 
was  the  very  incarnation  of  Whigei7,  or  the  im- 
personation of  Whigery;  and  that  he  who  was  not 
with  Mr.  Clay  was  not  and  could  not  be  a  Whig. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS.  If  my  colleague  will 
permit  me,  I  will  repeat  what  I  said.  It  was, 
**that  the  man  who  sought  to  overthrow  Hedry 
Clay,  was  as  much  an  opponent  of  the  Whigery  of 
the  present  day,  as  an  opponent  of  General  Wash- 
ington would  have  been  of  the  Whigery  of  1776. 
■  Mr.  MARSHALL.  Well,  that  was  very  much 
like  it;  but  he  wonld  reserve  to  himself  the  discus- 
sion of  that  subject  for  a  proper  time  and  place; 
protesting,  however,  against  what  he  might  now 
say  being  construed  as  an  expression,  on  his  part, 
ot  liostility  to,  or  an  intention  to  oppose  him,  in 
case  he  should  be  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dencv. 

After  some  other  obserrations,  he  said  that  he 
was  speaking  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  other 
day,  when  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  PaoF- 
nx]  interrupted  him  right  in  the  midst  of  a  sen- 
tence. He  said  his  mind  was  full  of  that  great 
ms[n  at  that  time,  and  he  was  speaking  of  what 
should  be  or  must  be  his  fate.  His  (the  Secretary 
of  State's)  position  was  a  most  unnatural  one — a 
most  unnatural  one.  Daniel  Webster  united  with 
Bftr.  Tyler  upon  a  question  of  State  assent  to  be 
incorporated  in  a  Gh>vemment  bank,  was  one  of 
the  funniest  things  that  ever  he  heard  of.  [Laugh- 
ter.] It  was  an  unnatural  position,  and  he  (Mr. 
Webster)  could  not  remain  there.  He  had  before 
said,  and  he  said  again,  that  Daniel  Webster 
waa«a  great  man.  People  had  called  him  cold. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  did  not  think  he  was  cold..  Some 
men   liad  said   that  he  was  like  Aiont  Blanc 


amongst  the  mountains;  and  that,  if  there  was  light 
around  his  brow,  it  was  light  without  heat.  The 
honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to  defend  Mr. 
Webster  against  such  assertions,  and  also  against 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
G.  Davis]— that  he  bad  no  genius;  but  that  his  mind 
was  like  a  crucible,  into  which  men's  thoughts  were 
thrown;  and  that  then  be  could  reproduce  them  in  a 
new  form;  an'd  be  compared  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  extinguish  Mr.  Webster,  to  an.au 
tempt  of  schoolboys  to  extinguish  mighty  Vesuvius 
with  a  squirt. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  entered  into  some  ex- 
planations, that  the  House  might  clearly  understand 
what  be  meai.t  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Clay  was  an 
impersonation  of  the  Whig  party. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  an  adjournment;  but 
withdrew  it,  to  permit  various  executive  communi- 
nications  to  be  presented  to  the  Hotise. 

Several  resolutions  were  also  presented  and 
agreed  to;  and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TnuasoAT,  January  36,  1843. 

Mr.  BioBT  of  Alabama  appeared  in  his  seat  to- 
day. 

Mr.  YOUNG  preaented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Henry  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
establishnoent  of  a  mail-route  from  Peoria,  by  way 
of  Mount  H^wley  and  other  towns,  to  Fulton 
city,  in  Whiteside  county,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Reads. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a'memorial  from  A. 
G.  Allieon  and  others,  of  the  southwestern  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  bankrupt  law  may 
be  so  amended  as  to  make  it,  morally  and  politi- 
cally, more  acesptable  to  them,  pr  that  it  may  be 
repealed;  and  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  its  im- 
mediate repeal:  which  memorials  were  leferred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary^  <^ 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for 
a  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 
from  inhabitants  of  Wiscasset,  Maine;  and  by 
Mr.  EVANS,  from  inhabiunts  of  AugnsU,  Hallo- 
well,  Gardiner,  Pittston,  Belfast,  Waldoborotigh, 
and  Thomaston,  Maine,  engaged  in  commerce  imd 
navigation,  representing  that  the  mercantile  navi- 
gation of  the  Uoited  States  has  suffered  materially 
from  the  effects  of  the  existing  treaties,  and  the  ar- 
rangements between  the  Unit^  States  and  .Great 
Britain,  the  Hanseatic  Republics,  France,  Hol- 
land, Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  respeoUvefy; 
and  that  those  treaties  and  arrangements  termed 
reciprocal  have  not  proved  reciprocal  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  United  States;  and  asking  tlmt  Con- 
gress would,  so  far  as  the  treaties  permitted,  make 
regulations  which  would  relieve  them  from  the 
consequences  resulting  from  these  relationr  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  proposed  change  in  the  route  ef  the 
Cumberland  road  through  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  ISdward  Dexter, 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indemnUy 
for  Icssf  8  sustained  prior  to  1800  by  the  spoliations 
of  the  French;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie 
table.      , 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  village  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,*  re- 
monstrating against  the  ^repeal  of  the  l^ankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  cooiniii' 
nicaie  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  an  officer  of 
the  corpe  of  (opographical  englneere,  and  on  the  filee  In  the 
War  Department,  upon  the  pubject  of  an  iron  pile  light  for 
Bartlett'e  reef,  on  Long  lelasd  Sound. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

jRetoIved,  That  the  Commtttee  on  Prirate  Land  Ciaima  be 
inetructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proriding,  by  law, 
fbrtke  eatjafttcuon  of  the  claim  of  Joeeph  Bairow>  ■eO',  of  bi^ 
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tfianti  sole  beir  of  Pierre  Barrow,  who  wae  entitled  to  400  aeiee 
of  land  under  the  acta  of  Congress  of  29lh  August,  1788,  and  3d 
March,  1791:  and,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  saiiefyinfl;  the  claim 
of  the  said  Joseph  Barrow,  sen.,  to  a  military  right  for  land  lo* 
cated  OD  White  river,  joining  the  land  of  Abraham  King  Ken- 
dall, cocfiitfied  by  the  Governor  prior  to  1806. 

A&r.  ARCHER,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment.  House 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  fidwin  Bart- 
lett,  late  consul  of  the  United  Slates  at  Lima;"  and 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  repreisentatiires  of  Daniel  Brent,  deceased, 
late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Pi^ris)"  and 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  H.  Everett." 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  wiihbut  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
A.Smi'b." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Commiitee  on 
NavAl  Affairs,  made  adverse  reports  (which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  G.  Ridgely;  and  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
L.  Williamson,  for  a  pension  for  disability  in- 
curred in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
**An  aet  for  tha  reorganization  of  the  Navy  De* 
I  ariment  of  the  United  Slates;*'  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BfiRRIBN,  from  •the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  altering  the  time  of 
holding  tbe  circuit  conrt  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Connecticut)  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  • 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Allen  Rogers. 

Also,  on  his  motion,  the  Committee  on  Claims 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Scott  Campbell,  a  half-breed  Sioux 
Indian;  and  it  wa»  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  Houro  bill  for  the 
lelief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Pelli- 
cer. 

Also^  on  his  motion,  the  Committee  on  Claims 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  for  damages  sustained  in  the  discharge  of 
his  ofiScial  duty,  came  up  in  its  regtilar  order;  but 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  at  the  Fuggestion  of 
Mr.  LINN,  who  believed  that  it  would  be  still  fur- 
ther discussed^  and  might  interfere  with  the  bill 
then  pending  as  the  unfinished  business. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Russell  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time,  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  rchooner  Twin,  was  taken  up  as  iii  commiitee 
of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 

The  followiqg  bills  from  the  House,  which  bad 
been  reported  adveirsely  upon  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  were  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 
indefinitely  postponed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  {schooner  Martha. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Billings,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Lurana. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  owners,  master,  and 
crew,  of  the  schooner  Martha,  of  Eastport,  in  the 
State  of  Maine. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master, 
and  crew,  ot  the  schooner  Joanna,  of  Ellsworth, 
Mainek 

The  following  bills  froifl  the  Hou^e  were  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green;  and 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of 


seven  companies  of  G^rgia  militia,  for  services 
rendered  in  the  years  1840  and  1841.'' 

The  bill  from  the  House,  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  and  of  t^ 
Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  wS 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  . 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fir 
nance. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  relieve  those  companies 
from  the  payment  of  duties  on  cotain  railroad 
iron,  which  was  lost  on  its  way  from  New  York 
to  the  place  of  its  destination;  which  iron  would 
not  have  been  dutiable,  if  it  bad  been  actually 
laid  down  on  tbe  roads  within  three  years  from  the 
time  at  which  it  was  imported.] 

The*«mendmenis  of  the  committee  havinfr  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  then  debftted  by  Mr.  KING 
in  opposition  to  its  passage,  and  by  Mr.  EVANS 
and  Mr.  WALKER  in  favor  of  its  passage;  and 
there  being  no  further  proposition  to  amend,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  die  bill  to  be  read  a 
thiitl  time. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Tbe  unfinished  debate  from  yesterday,  on  the 
question  of  pacing  the  Oregon  bill,  was  resumed.. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours, 
in  reply  to  the  objections  made  against  ibe  bill. 

With  the  exception  of  (he  two  Senators  from 
Soutli  Carolina,  the  Senators  who  had  taken 
ground  of  opposition  confined  their  objections  to 
one  provision  of  the  bill — that  providing  a  grant  of 
lands  to  settlers. 

One  of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calrouii]  objected  not  only  to  that  provision,  but 
to  other  provisions,  and  in  general  to  tbe  expedien- 
cy and  policy  of  any  action  on  the  subject  at  pres- 
ent. The  other  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDiTFFiB,]  who  spoke  yesterday,  took  wider 
ground,  and  objected  to  the  bill  in  every  particular. 
If  his  views  were  well-founded,  we  never  should 
have  anything  to  do  with  tbe  territory.  • 

In  answering  the  objections  of  the  last  Senator, 
[Mr.  McDiTFriB,]  he  would  meet  all  that  had  been 
made  from  every  quarter. 

It  was,  however,  matter  of  gratification  to  him 
that  so  many  Senators  bad  concurred  in  the  pro- 
priety, policy,  and  expediency  of  the  general  ob- 
jects of  tbe  bill,  and  that  their  objections  were  con- 
fined to  a  single  provision. 

If  he  understood  the  Senator  from  Soutlt  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  McDiTFm]  correctly,  he  conceived  that 
Senator  imputed  to  him  a  violation  of  the  maxims 
of  totind  policy,  by  precipitating  this  measure  with- 
out due  consideration.  If  the  Senator  weuld  bnt 
look  to  tbe  records  of  Congress  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  he  would  find  that  such  an  imputation  was 
gn^nndless.  A  bill  of  similar  nature,  and  with  the 
same  objects  in  view,  was  urged  ppon  Congress 
with  great  ability  by  Dr.  Floyd,  in  1821.  Mr. 
Monroe,  iu  his  last  annual  message,  ahd  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, while  President  of  the  United  States,  recom- 
mended, in  forcible  terms,  the  attention  •  of  Con- 
gress to  be  given  to  the  subject.  In  1838,  Cone^ess 
did  takeit  up;  and  a  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the 
territory  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  both 
Houses.  It  failed  in  the  Senate  by  a  bture  msjori^ 
of  two  votes.  It  had  been  repeatedly  before  Con- 
gress since,  and  almost  continuously  since  1838- 
'39.  There  was  nothing  precipitate  in  all  this, 
and  certainly  no  want  of  due  consideration.  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  always  acted  with  studied 
delicacy  in  the  matter.  When  it  was  urged 
upon  him  that  while  so  many  difficulties  were 
to  be  adjusted  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  inexpe- 
dient to  take  any  decided  step  in  relation  to  a 
minor  point,  be  refrained  from  pressing  the  subject 
to  a  final  vote.  Now,  tbe  main  diffienlties  with 
England  were  adjusted;  and  there  were  none  left 
pending  but  tbe  minor  ones,  of  which  he  consider* 
ed  this  the  most  important.  So  far,  then,  from 
being  chargeable  with  having  chosen  an  inauspi- 
eious  and  inexpedient  time  for  urging  this  measure, 
he  thought  he  bad  selected  the  meet  appropriate, 
and  he  would  say,  critically  appropriate^  pejnod, 
for  taking  a  necessary,  and  almost  indispensable 
step. 

He  understood  the  Senator's  objections  to  the 


bill  to  be  three  fold.  First,  he  objects  l&a.t  the  biU 
wonid,  in  its  main  provisions,  be  an  iaff action  <tf 
thev  treaty  of  1818,  renewed  in  1897}  aeooadly, 
that,  if  carried  out,  it  would  involve  our  Govvtr- 
meni  in  the  expenses  of  an  armed  mtlttery  oceo^ 
pation  of  the  lerritc^;  an^,  thirdly*  tliat  tbe  terdt^ 
ry  is  a  useless  acquisition,  likely  to  piova^  ii9C  os^ 
an  tncumbraace,  but  a  disadv antafaous  «■•»  bf 
inciting  oar  population  to  dtepersiMi,  initai^  «f 
that  coaaentraMon  which  he  considers  easMHial  to 
the  bigbeftT  state  of  oirUization. 

Mr.L.  here  took  these  points  in  suoaeaiioB,  &»! 
entered  upon  their  refutmion  with  elabovmle  argu- 
ments, fortified  by  docnaMutary  evidence. 

First,  be  considered  the  argumesta  of  the  Sena- 
tors who  had  taken  ground  that  the  bill  would  be 
an  infraction  of  tbe  treaty,  and  examtnsd  er^estly 
that  bcaach  of  the  subject,  concluding  with  a  refiH'- 
enee  to  the  proposition  made  to  Air.  GaUalie*  as 
1896,  by  the  British  miniatry,when  they  wditedMi 
additional  stipulation  in  the  renewal  of  die  treaty 
of  1818,  for  the  right  of  joiat  eccupeaey;  wlHch 
Mr.  Gallatin  refused  to  concede,  and  mpOB  the 
very  ground  that  juaiifted  this  bill;  and  showed  it 
was  not  an  infraction  ol  the  trea^,  and  lluit  Eagi> 
land  had  put  it  out  of  her  power  so  to  regard  it,  bf 
the  very  application  whieh  she  bad  made,  and 
which  she  was  refused  by  our  negotiator.  Mr.  L., 
having  disposed  of  this  objection,  proceeded  to  tbe 
next. 

The  second  objection  related  to  the  expease  or 
the  proposed  measure.  In  the  outset,  the  Seaatoa 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDupf^a]  had  made  y 
mistake  in  supporing  the  appropriaiiou  required  bf 
this  bill  would  amount  to  |90a,000.  It  enly  eafleft 
for  half  that  amouuL  This,  in  ten  years,  (if  obliged 
to  be  contintied  so  lona,>  would  amount  to  but 
lUOOO.eOO,  instead  of  #10.000.000,  as  the  Sena* 
lor  argued.  But  had  not  tbe  Senator  entirely 
overlooked  the  numerous  losses  which  thSseetttry 
had  sufiTered  for  the  last  thirty  yeirs,  diroogh  its 
commerce  and  its  industry,  by  being  gradually 
supplanted  in  that  region  by  British  tradms  «om> 
panics?  At  one  time  we  had  a  trade,  in  fan  akme, 
worth  half  a  million  of  dollars  aaauaHy;  aadi, 
through  the  supineness  of  our  Govenkhieiit,  it  had 
been  allowed  to  dwindle  dewn  tof9,000.  Did  we 
not,  then,  incur  incalculably  greater  loss  by  neglect, 
than  the  annual  expenditure  now  propoeedl  la 
the  next  ten  years,  would  not  the  inereaaed  advan- 
tages to  our  commerce  in  the  Padfie,  the  faeilHIflB 
afforded  by  the  security  of  our  harbors  in  tbe  ter" 
ritory  to  our  marine  service,  and  all  the  ether  ad* 
vantages  of  insuring  a  thriving  population  on  die 
^rder  of  the  Pacific,  be  infinitely  more  than  the 
sum*  of  one  million,  even  if  the  oecuiMtion  by 
military  posts  costs  so  muchi  Now,  with  regaid 
to  distance,  inconvenienee,  and  expense,  he  arired 
Senators  only  to  draw  a  parallel  between  this  meas- 
ure and  that  of  tbe  establishment  of  the  AfHeu 
squadron,  which  was  to  place  the  reeapttired  ne- 
groes in  the  colony  of  Liberia.  He  showed  ihtt 
this  squadron  was  the  twelfth  part  of  tbe  navy  of 
the  United  States— to  wit,  80  guns  out  of  940;  aid 
that  the  whole  cost  of  the  navy  for  1843  was  aboat 
|7,000,000*tbe  twelfth  part  of  which  was  near 
|600,^0;  and  this  was  the  annual  eoat  of  the 
African  squadron,  while  only  |100,000  was'  pro- 
posed for  the  Columbia  settlement.  The  African 
squadron  was  to  be  kept  up  five  years,  at  near 
|600,000  per  annum,  besides  loss  of  Uvea  and 
ships  on  the  African  coast.  This  was  near  ^ZjMr 
000;  yet  no  objection  to  that !  Mr.  L.  oommeaied 
on  tbis  strange  preference  given  to  an  African  over 
an  American  object,  and  insisted  that,  while  mil- 
lions could  be  lavished  on  the  African  squadron, 
no  objection  should  be  made  to  ||100,000  for  saving 
the  Columbia  from  foreign  dominion. 

As  to  the  third  objection — that  of  the  country  be- 
ing eomposed  of  rocky  mountains,  regions  either 
covered  with  volcanic  remains  or  arid  sands,  with 
only  a  small  portion  of  arable  land,  aad  tbatsab- 
yeci  to  alternate  droughts  aad  inundations  of  nia— 
he  (Mr.  L.)  should  say  that  the  Senator  [Mr»  Me- 
Dupfib]  who  entertained  these  opinions  mast  cer- 
tainly be  unacquainted  with  the  vast  amoonr  of 
documentary  evidence  gained  from  eyewitnesses, 
whose  testimony  does  not  admit  of  a  question  of 
doubt,  and  all  which  concur  in  proving  that,  in  tiie 
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Oregim  Territory,  there  are  eztensiTe  Valleys  not 
inferior  to  oor  Western  valleys  in  size,  unri Tailed 
in  fertiliiy»  and  blessed  with  a  salubrity  of  climate 
scarcely  equalled  by  that  of  any  State  in  this 
Union.  Mr.  L.  here  read  a  vast  acenmnlation  of 
docnmentary  eTidence  in  proof  of  this  position. 

Having  met  all  these  argomenjs  in  detail,  Mr. 
L.  proceeded  with  general  arguments  in  support 
of  the  policy  and  expediency  of  the  bill;  be  de- 
manded why  the  British  wanted  it,  if  it  was  so 
worihlesv;  animadverted  upon  the  inconsistency 
of  treating  the  territory  as  not  worth  having,  and, 
at  ihe  same  tiqie,  dreading  a  war  from  Great 
Britain,  if  we  touched  it-,  and  concluded  with 
in  exhortation  to  Senators,  before  tbey  decided 
upon  voting  a^inst  it,  to  co\}$ider  well  the 
effect  which  a  rejection  of  this  essential  step  would 
have— not  only  disappoiming  and  discouraging  our 
own  citizens,  but  giving  countenance  to  the  pre- 
tensions ofy  and  leaving  epen  and  undisputed  to,  a 
rival  power,  every  sort  of  encroachment,upon  our 
national  rights. 

The  foregoing  is  given  as  a  mere  sketch  of  Mr. 
L^  arguments  in  substance.  His  speech  in  full 
will  convey  them  more  correctly,  and  furnish  all 
the  documentary  evidence  referred  to. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  next  obtained  the  floor;  and,  on 
his  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned.     . 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESBNTATIVESi 

Thubsdat,  Anuary  96, 1843. 

Mr.  BfiDlNG  presented  the  petition  of  Mrt. 
Oatriine  I^add,  of  Bradford^  Vermont,  for  a  pen- 
timt  nfened  to  the  Commitiee  on  Invalid  Pen- 


Mr.  J*  L.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  memoiial 
•f  DnTid  Taylor,  G.  F.  Norris,  and  J.  K.  Rogers, 
Chftfolwe  daimanta  under  the  treaty  of  1835-6, 
pnyng  the  adoption  of  such  speedy  measures  as 
riMll  render  effeemal  the  17ib  artiele  of  said  treaty. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.nnder  the  rule,  presented  the 
mmorial  of  John  Haven  and  oihers,  inhabitants 
qI  Portamimtb,  New  Hamptihire,  praying  for  such 
naaavea  aa  abaU  give  to  thenavigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slatee  aiioh  terms  of  just  reeiprocity  as  shall 
moHnoadoce  to  the  public  welfare. 

Mf.  H*  DODGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
David  Ifwtn  and  othera,  asking  Congress  that  an 
aet  mKf  he  passed  confirming  certain  entries  to 
Ittds;  mmA  that  patents  may  be  issued  for  the  same, 
It  aooordanM  with  the  prayer  of  the  memorial. 

Mi»  WELLER  presented  the  memoiial  of  ann- 
dcy  eiliaeiiB  of  Preble  eonniy,  Ohio,  praying  an  ap- 
^opfiation  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  remon- 
strating against  any  change  whatever  in  the  present 
loeatioD  through  that  connty:  referred  to  the*Com- 
Bittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  RODNEY  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
L^iSlatnre  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  conflicting  claims  to  the  Peapatch  island 
ia  the  Delaware,  and  calling  on  the  Government  to 
retrocede  it  to  said  State;  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
Ltgialature  to  restore  it  to  the  United  States  when 
the  title  shall  have  been  quieted  by  the  Supreme 
Court:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Bdr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  on  leave,  submitted 
die  following  resolution^  which  was  considered  and 
adopted: 

Mt9ol9tdt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  iDform  this  Hoom 
tbeamoant  of  moneT  paid  to  the  ofllcere  of  the  scientific  corps 
sofiged  la  the  ezpioriDg  expedition,  and  to  the  navy  officers 
eogiged  In  the  cowl  snnrey,  since  the  3d  day  of  Bfarch,  1839; 
iBstinglrighing  between  the  amount  paid  them  as  their  regular 
s^aal  compensation,  and  moneys,  paid  them  for  extra  or  any 
services  other  than  their  regular  compensation. 

Mr.  KEIM,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House,  re- 
p<Mrted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Romans;  which 
was  twiceryd,  and  referred. 

Blr.  BfEDILL  presented  a  memorial  from  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen,  citizens  of  Ohio,  showing  the 
feuM  extension  of  British  commerce,  settlements, 
inns,  and  influence  over  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stales  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  encouraged 
by  the  late  movements  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Cooi- 
Itaay  for  the  occupation  of  the  Russian  "possessions 
and  Oalifomia,  under  the  probable  advice  of  the 
BritiBh  Government,  and  the  movements  of  that 


Government  for  the  possession  of  the  Musquito 
coast  and  the  Sandwich  Islands — alleging  ibal 
their  apprehensions  for  the  early  and  peaceable 
establislim^nt  of  oar  rights  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and 
the  almost  simultaneous  breaking  up  of  the  Amer- 
ican For  Company.  Ghreat  Britain  having  obtained 
thereby  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  valuable 
frontier  southwest  of  the  St.  Francis  river,  which 
she  agreed  to  relinquish  by  the  arbitration  of  1833; 
and  all  intercourse  l>etween  the  Americans  and 
Indians  having  been  cut  off:  expressing  their  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  employing  a  sufficient  military 
force  to  msintain  possession  of  the  country,  under 
the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  treasury; 
and  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  themselves  and  as- 
sociates, not  exceeding  20,000  square  miles,  under 
such  regulations  as  Congress  iibail  see  proper  to 
prescribe,  on  condition  of  their  immediate  removal, 
settlement  upon,  and  defence  of  the  same. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MED  ILL,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BR0N80N  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
merchants,  shipmasters,  and  others,  of  Augusta 
and  Hallowell,  Maine,  praying  for  a  revision  of 
our  navigation  laws,  so  as  to  place  our  tonnage  on 
an  equal  footing  with  that  of  forei^  nations; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Mary- 
land, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  the  bill  on  that 
subject,  heretofore  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  was  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  the  first  Tuesday  in  February  next. 

Mr.  COWENj  from  the  Commitiee  of  Claims, 
asked  leave  to  make  an  adverse  report  on  the  case 
of  General  Joseph  M.  Hernandez.  Mr.  C  said 
that  there  was  a  minority  report  on  this  subject, 
and  he  moved  that  both  reports  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr..TOMLlNSON,  from  the  minority  of  the 
same  committee,  said  that  the  minority  had  re- 
ported, by  bill,  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  and  he 
moved  to  have  the  bill  read. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  minority  could  not 
report  a  bill. 

Mr.  COWEN  suggested  that  the  gentleman 
could  get  at  his  object  by  moving  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  were  desirous  of  bringing 
the  whole  subject  l>efore  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that,  by  reporting  the  bill  of  the  minority,  it 
would  not  make  the  majority  -of  the  committee 
responsible  for  it;  and  in  this  way  the  subject  could 
be  best  brought  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  COWfi^  acquiesced  in  that  course;  and  the 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole;  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tho  Commit- 
tee of  tlie  Whole. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  pro- 
?ision  for  the  warehousing  of  imported  good»,  ac- 
companied by  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  twice  Tead,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ou  the  siate  of  the  Union;  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY,  five  thcusadd 
extra  copies  of  the  report  were  also  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  memorial  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  improvement  of  the  Western  rivers; 
which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  8TEENR0D,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  four  memorials  from  the 
northwestern  part  of  New  York,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  the  exchequer  bill. 

PLAN  'OF  AN  EXCHEaUER. 

The  Hoiue  resumed,. as  the  special  order,  the 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  subject  of  the  exchequer  •— the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  ot  Mr.  CnsHiMo  to  amend 
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the  resolution  concluding  that  report,  by  striking 
out  the  word  *'not.^^ 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  who  had  the  floor,  observ- 
ed, that  some  days  since  ibe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachmetts  informed  the  House  that,  of  the  number 
of  petitions  prese.nted  ou  the  subject  of  the  exche- 
quer, the  one  from  the  city  of  Cincinnati  alone 
contained  6,000  signatures.  He  presumed  that 
he  had  received  all  ibe  petitions  that  came  from  bis 
section  of  the  country — some  of  which  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  President's  plan,  and  some  in  favor  of 
the  congressional  plan.  The  advocates  of  the  lat- 
ter, however,  in  comparison  with  the  former,  were 
exceedingly  few.  The  gentleman  who  brought  these 
petitions  to  the  city,  and  delivered  them  to  him,  in- 
formed him  that  they  contained  but  1,3!)0  names. 
Be  this  as  it  might,  among  those  names  he  recog- 
nised many  of  his  personal  friends  of  both  politi- 
cal parties,  whose  wishes  and  opinions  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  from  him  the  most  respectful  con- 
sideration. Shortly  about  to  retire  from  public 
life,  to  renew  his  associations  with  these  very  peti- 
tioners, he  might^be  permitted  to  say,  without  giv- 
ing offence,  that  that  association  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  his  tastes  and  habits  than  anything  he 
could  find-here.  He  felt  most  anxious  to  think 
with  them,  and  reconcile  his  vote  in  accordance 
with  their  feelings  and  wishes  to  the  paramount 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  country.  Before  he 
could  give  such  vote,  he  found  it  necessary  t6  ex- 
amine the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  approached  that  argument  with  every 
disposition  to  be  able  to  draw  a  different  conclusion 
from  it.  Hq  bad  examined  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
and  he  now  frankly  confessed  that,  with  all  the 
scrutiny  he  bad  been  able  to  give  it,  with  a  pre- 
disposition against  it,  yet  he  could  find  no  part  of  it 
witb  which  he  could  conscientiously  differ. 

After  some  other  observations,  be  turned  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
enumerated  the  plans  of  f  nance  and  currency  in 
that  document  set  forth,  to  which  be  added  others; 
thus  placing  in  opposition  the  sub-treasury,  the 
United  States  bank,  the  Executive  exchequer  plan, 
the  projet  of  the  Select  Committee,  and  the  State 
bank  system.  Of  the  State  bank  system,  he  said, 
there  were  none  now  to  contend  for  it;  and  yet  it 
was  a  system  which  President  Jackson,  in  his  an- 
nual messages,  said  had  been  ascertained  and 
proved  to  be  the  best  and  most  valuable,  and  en-, 
tirely  successful.  He  read  extracts  from  four  of 
President  Jackson's  messages  on  the  subject.  But, 
after  all,  tlfat  system  failed;  and  now  no  one  was 
found  its  advocate.  He  then  traced  the  history  of 
the  sob-treasury,  of  which  some  future  committee 
would  say  there  was  none  willing  to  be  its  friend: 
the  people  had  denounced  it  by  larger  majorities 
than  tbey  have  ever  before  rejected  any  public 
measure;  and  that  being  disposed  of,  he  would  look 
at  the  Executive's  plan  of  an  exchequer,  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  condemned  sub-treasury.  The 
>ub-treasury  provided  simply  a  fiscal  agent  for  the 
collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue;  the  exchequer  proposed  to 
do  the  same  thing,  and  substantially  in  the  same 
way.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  the  exchequer  propos- 
ed to  furnish  and  secure  a  national  currency.  They 
had  been  told  that  there  was  too  much  bank  capi- 
tal in  the  country;  but  he  contended  that  capital 
was  wanted  to  deyelope  their  resources  and  cany 
their  produce  to  market.  He  illustrated,  at  some 
length,  the  mode  of  doing  business  with  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

He  then  went  into  a  comparison  of  the  sub- 
treasury  and  the  exchequer.  The  one  provided 
that  all  the  dues  of  the  Government  should  be  paid 
in  «pecic.  The  other  provided  that  tbey  should  be 
paid,  first,  in  specie;  second,  in  certificates  of  de- 
posite;  third,  in  treasury  notes;  and,  fourth,  in  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks. ,  Now,  what  was  the 
difference  between  the  two?  In  the  matter  of 
specie  payment,  they  were  the  same.  The  second 
mode  of  payment,  according  to  the  exchequer,  was 
by  certificates  of  depoaile,  representing  bullion  or 
gold  and  silver.  This  was,  in  fact^  the  same  thing 
as  paying  >in  specie.  Bot  certificates  of  debt  were 
to  be  given  to  the  public  creditors;  and  these  were 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  This, 
then,  was  but  a  substitute  for  coin.    He  moreover 
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opposed  the  prineiple  of  giving  cectilieateft  to  cred- 
itors of  the  GfoTcrDineiit,  aa  a  neasure  only  resort- 
ed to  by  spendthrift  governments.  The  third  mode 
of  payment  was  in  treasury  notes;  bnt  did  the  ex- 
chequer bill  provide  for  an  issue  of  treasury  notes? 
Certainly  not;  although  it  made  them  receivable. 
The  fourth  mode  was  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banln.  This  would  do  no  good,  because  it  would 
eompel  the  specie  to  be  locked  op  in  the  vauKs  of 
the  banks.  Hence  he  argaed  that  the  scheme 
would  not  tend  to  increase  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  was  but  a  complex  piece  of  ma- 
chinery. He  also  argued  against  the  prorision  by 
which  certificates  of  deposite  ^re  to  be  given  to 
those  who  might  deposite  specie  at  any  point.  Such 
deposites,  he  contended,  would,  whenever  they 
were  of  any  Hdvantage,  cost  more  than  it  woold  to 
transport  specie  from  place  to  place. 

In  relation  to  the  provision  requiring  the  assent 
of  the  Suus  to  the  establishment  of  branches 
within  their  several  limits,  he  urged  that  the  ques- 
tton  of  the  currency  entered  into  the  elections  all 
ovto  the  country;  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  hcmnches  would  be  permitted  in  the  States,  ac- 
cording as  this  or  that  party  obtained  the  ascend- 
eney.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Haashill,]  that  we  should  not  depend 
upon  State  legislation  in  determining  upon  a  plan 
of  finance.  In  mere  matters  of  expediency,  he 
would  be  as  willing  to  yield  as  any  man;  but  he 
eould  not,  on  a  question  like  this,  surrender  any 
great  power  vested  in  Congress  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

After  arging,  as  a  further  objection  io  the  bill, 
that  it  would  furnish  two  kinds  of  currency — gold 
and  silver,.and  a  natidnal  paper  currency — Bdr.  P. 
was  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mx.  WISE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  that 
he  should  not  now  speak,  bnt  for  his  limit  of  time, 
in  which  be  could  not  compress  what  he  had  to  say 
on  the  subject.  He  should,  however,  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity,  to  throw  off  some  of  the 
preliminary  matter,  before  the  House  should  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  he 
should  again  speak.  If  the  question  had  to  be  de- 
cided to-day,  (as  had  been  intimated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,)  he 
wished,  before  sundown,  to  reply  to  all  that  there 
was  of  argument  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  .yesterday.  That  gentleman  had 
devoted  his  time,  on  three  several  occftsions  when 
be  had  addressed  the  House,  to  the  l^retary  of 
State,  and  the  views  of  that  functionary  upon  mat- 
ters of  finance.  As  this  regular  set-to  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  involved  important  principles,  he 
should  endeavor  to  discuss  those  parts  of  the  gen- 
tieman*<  speech  in  which  he  had  aooght  to  convict 
the  Secretary  (whom  he  called  his  master)  of  in- 
consistency. The  gentlemaa  seeined  to  thhsk  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  had,  for  the  first  time,  ad- 
vanced a  great  principle,  on  which  he  (Mr.  If.) 
had  dwelt  in  his  speech.  He  would  say  to  the 
gentleman,  that  llr.  Webster  had  not  advanced 
Uie  principle  for.  the  first  time — not  the  first 
by  a  bundled;  for  it  was  first  advanced  by  Alex- 
jmder  Hamilton,  and  afterwards  by  the  gentleman's 
own  illustrious  uncle— John  Marshall.  This  great 
principle  was  discussed  in  the  first  meeting  of  the 
cabinet  of  Qeneral  Washington;  and  the  issue  was 
made  between  Jefferson  and  Hamilton,  whether 
the  Federal  Oovernment  was  sovereign  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  Federal  powers;  whether,  if  the  Fed- 
eral Government  possessed  a  power,  it  possessed  it 
independently  and  separately.  It  was  th«n  con- 
tended that  State  assent  could  not  give  a  power 
which  before  was  not  possessed;  as  a  State  dissent 
could  not  take  away  a  power  which  was  possessed. 
It  was  then  not  only  conceded  by  Jefferson,  but  ad- 
mitted by  all,  (for  the  question  was  whether  the  pow- 
er had  been  granted  or  not,)  that  whatever  power^ 
was  granted  and  did  exist,  was  paramount  and  all- 
pervading.  This  was  coni^ed.  If,  then,  the  power 
of  incorporation  had  been  given,  it  was  held  that 
such  power  was  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the 
Union,  and  bounded  only  by  its  jurisdiction  and 
territory.  Thus,  then,  it  became  an  axiom,  that, 
as  the  State  assent  could  not  give,  so,  also,  the 
State  dissent  could  not  take  away,  a  power,  except 


by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  made  in  the 
prescribed  form. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  having  taken 
pains  to  insist  three  several  times  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  first  advanced  this  ground — that  the  power 
of  incorporation  would  extend  over  the  Union-* 
and  then,  assuming  that  a  Government  bank  was 
the  worst  of  all  institutions,  having  gene  on  to 
prove  that  the  ex^eqner  was  a  Govemmefit  bank, 
he  (Mr.  W.)  proposed  to  discuss  that  question.  Is 
the  exchequer  a  Government  bank? 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  a  definite  i(^a  to 
talk  of  the  exchequer,  because,  as  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushing]  had  said,  the  idea 
was  capable  of  various  modifications.  There 
were  two  plans  before  the  House— the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  end  the  plan  of  the  Select 
Committee;  one  containing  the  provision  which  re* 
quired  State  assent,  whilst  the  other  did  not.  There 
was  a  third  plan — that  of  the  Senate.  Thus,  then, 
the  exchequer  was  subject  to  as  many  modifica- 
tions as  a  national  bank  or  a  sub-treasury.  When 
he  spoke  of  an  exchequer,  he  spoke  of  the  idea  as 
embodied  in  th^resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  {Mr.  ArBsaTON,]  which  was,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  should  be  without  any  act  of 
incorporation;  second,  that  it  should  separate  the 
Gk>vemment  from  individuals — ^public  funds  from 
private;  and  especially  that  there  should  be  an  ex- 
ercise of  the  constitutional  ctistody  and  control  of 
Congress  over  the  public  money,  independent  of 
the  Executive;  not  stripping  the  Executive  of  any 
power  given  by  the  Constitution,  but  defining, 
limiting,  regulating,  controlling,  and  directing  it. 
This  was  his  idea  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  gen« 
tleman  from  Kentucky  insisted  that  it  was  a  Gov- 
ernment bank. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  would  discuss  this  question.  In 
the  first  place,  he  would  say,  that  the  gentleman 
had  taken  great  pains  to  reply  to  an  article  in 
the  Madisonian,  in  which  the  word  precise  hltd  oc- 
curred several  times.  He  thoaght  the  gentleman 
had  taken  care  not  to  be  very  precise  himself.  He 
wished  to  show  that  the  gentleman's  definition  of  a 
Government  bank  would  not  Wr  the  test  of  exami- 
nation. When  the  gentleman  said  that  the  nature^ 
and  not  tbe  name,  constituted  an  institution,  he  was 
very  true. 

The  gentleman  said,  first,  thatit  was  a  moneyed  in- 
stitution; second,  that  it  dealt  in  money  for  profit 
Mark  thesecond  proposition— that  it  dealt  in  money 
for  profit.  He  wished  that  the  gentleman  was  in 
his  seat,  that  bo  might  ask  him  who  he  presumed 
concurred  in  this  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meanisl  What  was  the  very  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  was  now  in  question  before  the 
House  and  the  country?  He  would  take  the  pow^r 
as  it  was  defined  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Moans.  "The  country,"  said  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  If  cans,  '^has  been  agitated  for  many 
years  on  the  all-absorbing  questions  of  finance  and 
currency.  The  power  of  finance  involves  the  in- 
quiry into  the  best  mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  revenue** — that  is,  the  public 
money — **andlhatof  the  currency  into  the  best  mode 
of  creating  a  circulating  medium** — that  is,  the  cir- 
culating money  of  the  country.  That,  said  Mr.  W. 
is  a  definition  in  which  I  concur. 

The  very  power  of  the  Government  which  was 
now  in  question,  was  the  power  of  fi ranee,  which 
first  involved  the  subject  of  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  money;  and  the  o!her  poWer 
involved  in  this  question,  was  the  power  of  cur- 
rency, which  included  the  power  of  regulating  and 
controlling  money  for  GK>vemment  purposes. 
Then,  if  this  power  of  the  GK>vemment  was  exer- 
cised at  all,  it  must  be  in  the  form  of  some  institu- 
tion of  law,  which,  first,  was  a  moneyed  institution, 
and,  secondly,  dealt  in  money  for  profit.  He  wished 
to  be  distinctly  understood  in  this  argument — from 
which  he  defied  the  gentleman  to  escape — that, 
whether  it  be  an  institution  of  law  by  act  of  cor- 
poration, or  by  organization,  such  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Treasury  Department — 
if  it  exercised  the  above  powers,  it  mnst  be  an  insti- 
tution of  law,  in  whatever  form  created,  which  is  a 
moneyed  institution  dealing  in  money  for  profit. 

The  present  treasury  system  was  a  bank  under 
that  definition. 


The  act  of  1789,  which  organised  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  made  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys — which  cre- 
ated the  receivers  and  disbursing  agents  oflicers  of 
the  Gh>vernment — was  an  institution  of  law,  not 
by  act  of  incorporation,  but  by  organizatiou. 
There  was  a  moneyed  institution;  and,  secondly,  it 
was  an  institution  which  dealt  in  money  for  the 
sake  of  profit.  Was  it  not  notorious  that,  under 
every  SMimioistration  of  the  Government,  tnm 
Gkneral  Wa8hington*s  to  this  day,  under  every 
Secretary  of  the  l^asury,  and  in  everv  month  aad 
week,  the  Gk>vemment  had  bought  and  sold  bills  of 
exchange  for  the  transfer  of  the  public  money,  and 
as  often  getting  a  premium  as  paying  iti  More- 
over, the  Secretary  of  State,  for  paying  foreign  am- 
bassadors, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  pay- 
ing the  officers  ofthe  navy  abroad  on  foreign  service, 
had  te  buy  hills  of  exchange.  Mr.  Woodbury 
himself,  the  great  jidvocate  of  Sie  iiidepeodenl  treas- 
ury, had  done  it.  Bat  this  was  a  very  minute 
view  of  the  scope  of  profit  and  loss  in  which  tbe 
Treasury 'had  bran  engaged.  He  begged  leave  to 
call  the  gentleman^  attention  to  a  much  broader 
system  of  profit  and  loss,  in  which  the  Treasuv 
dealt  under  the  act  dT  1789.  Why,  the  whole  book 
of  profit  and  loss  was  before  them  in  the  case  be- 
fore the  House.  How  should  the  public  money 
be  best  collected  and  keptt  Why,  there  was  profit 
in  the  id6a  of  preventing  loss.  How  should  the 
Government  collect  its  dues  in  the  most  valuable 
funds?  There  was  positively  the  idea  of  gsia. 
How  should  it  be  kept  in  t^  safest  mannerl  How 
disburse  it  in  the  most  profitable  wayl  Why,  in 
disbursing,  the  Government  wcmld  nvaHitii^of 
that  system  which  paid  no  discount,  but  ouide  a 

5rofit.  Not  only  the  act  of  178t,  b«  ths 
*reasury  itself,  according  to  that  definitton,  was  a 
bank — a  moneyed  institution,  dealing  in  motiey  for 
profit.  The  collectors,  receives ,  wmd  espedally 
one  body  of  oflicers  created  at  the  Inst  aessioa  it 
Coagrest,  constituted  a  bank,  if  this  idea  was  eo^ 
rect.  To  show  how  utterly  fallaeious  was  tUi 
definition  of  a  bank,  ha  would  ask  what  the  gen- 
tleman would  make  of  the  commissioner  of  Ims 
eent  to  obtain  a  loan  at  a  premium  if  be  eonld  get 
it,  or  at  the  lowest  disoounit  Did  no|  the  gentle- 
man see  that  this  definition  of  m  bank  would  lot 
bear  the  test?  He  defied  the  gentlemnii  to  create 
or  define,  in  fancy  or  in  fact,  an  inatkntion  which 
should  have  the  power  of  finance  and  tbe  power  of 
the  currency— the  power  of  dishnrting  and  the 
power  of  creating  a  currency — ^withont  having  the 
nature  of  a  bank.  This  was  reducing  the  gmtle- 
mao's  argument  at  once  to  the  mrgumenUum  U 
olturdiim.     What,    then,    was    tiie 


The  gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that  a  bank 
migh^be  incorporated,  or  not;  one  of  depjosite  or  of 
issue,  or  not;  of  loan  and  discount,  or  not;  that  it 
might  be  a  sole,  or  joint,  dbc,  &a.  Now  be  would 
ask  the  gentleman  if  every  private  individual  wu 
a  banker,  who,  merely  for  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  borrowed  money,  or  lent  money, 
or  who  took  a  discount,  or  shaved  or  exacted  a 
premium  when  he  sold  a  bill  of  exchange?  Ce^ 
tainly  not;  and  yet  the  same  individud  who  did  all 
these  things^  neither  more  nor  less,  under  a  differ- 
ent aspect,  without  an  act  of  incorporation,  or  widi 
it,  was  called  a  banker;  and  why?  Because  the 
name  of  banker  depended  not  only  upon  the  na- 
ture of  his  business,  but  upon  his  profession;  and 
if  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  time,  he  could  produce  an 
abundance  of  authorities  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
position.  I  may  (said  Mr.  W.)  lend  my  friend 
ifom  Indiana  a  thousand  dollars,  and  may  sell  him 
a  bill  of  exchange,  and  I  may  not  be  a  banker. 
Though  I  may  issue  to  him  a  bill  of  credit;  though 
I  may  discount  his  note;  though  I  may  exact  a  prs- 
mium  from  him;  and  even  though  I  may  perform 
one  of  the  modern  functions  of  a  bank— deihand 
him, — ^yet  all  that  will  not  constitute  me  a  banker. 
But  in  a  land  where  unlicensed  banking  is  tol- 
erated— as  it  was  in  Virginia,  till  it  was  suppressed 
and  punished  by  law— if  I  set  up  my  ^n  as  a 
banker  and  broker,  profess  to  deal  in  the  business 
of  banking,  discount,  and  deposits— to  deal  m 
money  for  profit;  then  not  only  tbe  nature  of  my 
business,  but  my  professiott  constitutes  me  a 
banker.    As  long  as  I  am  a  privato  ladividual| 
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Continutd  from  J^o.  13. 

aoi  hdd  to  tbe  common  law  usages,  vbicb  are 
kindjiig  OB  bankers  and  nobody  else-^-as  long  as  I 
do  not  profess  myself  to  be  a  banker,  al!  the  coaris 
of  jaatice  iB  the  world  will  not  treat  me  as  socb; 
will  not  esaet  the  common  customs  of  a  bank, 
(tbe   three   days   of  grace,    for   example,)   and 
will  not   allow  me  the  prifileges  of  one.     So 
Hwas  (Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say)  with. the  Oov- 
tniment.    The  Grovemment  had  to  deal  with  all— 
the  pooroft,   as  well   as  the  richest.    It  was  no 
hanl^  but  still,  as  a  private  individnal  mast  do, 
it  bad  to  collect  money  to  p&y  its  debts,  to  keep 
■oaey^  and  dlisborse  money     So  long  as  it  was 
exercising  the  powers  vested  in  it  by  tbe  Constitn- 
tioB  over  the  finances  and  tbe  ooneney,  it  was  no 
baak;  but  the  moment  it  stepped  beyond  the  power 
of  the  ConstittitioB— beyond  the  power  of  tbe  cor« 
lency,  the  power  to  lay  Bad  coUfct  taxe:*,   the 
power  to  create  a  circnlatiog  medium  in  such 
lonB  that  the  collections   and   disbursements  of 
ibe  Government  might  be  safely  made, — the  mo- 
ment it  transcended  that  pow^r,  coliaierally  or  di- 
rectly, incidentally  or  positively,  and  performed 
the  buainesa  of  disconnt  and  exchange,  dealing  in 
afoney  for  the  sake  of  profit  alcne,-*-tben,  and  cot 
till  then,  it  was  a  bank.    The  proposition,  ihen, 
with  which  be  met  ibe  argument  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Kentoeky,  was,  that  ihe  mere  custody  and 
eoatral  of  the  public  money  would  not  constitute  a 
baak.    If   it  did,  then  the  gentleman  could  not 
ef>€ape.     Would    be    maintain    tbe    proposition 
that  they  were   obliged    to   create  a    joint-stock 
company,  or   obliged    to  create   a    banb?    Ooe 
or  the  ocber:  let  the  gentleman  tal-e  that  position. 
Yet,  Jet  him  take  that  p'  sition,  that  there  must 
either  be  an  incorporation  of  private  individoals, 
whiab  would  not  be  a  Qovemment  bank,  or  an  in« 
ttitatien   of  the  Gkivernmeni;  and  what  did  he 
arrive  at  then?    And  what  was  the  difierence  be- 
tween a  Government  bank  and  a  national  bank, 
in  comiBOB  parlance?    A  Government  bank  was 
for  the  purpose   of  the  coileciion,  safekeeping, 
tomsfer,  and  disbursement  of  tbe  public  money  for 
public  purposes,  and  to  regulate  tbe  circulating 
medium,  so  as  to  make  taxes  uniform,  and  botixibe 
people  and  tbe  Government  safe.    And  what  was 
the  difference  between  such  a  bank  and  a  national 
bank?  The  first  difference  was  a  constitutional  dif- 
ference.   The  next  was,  that  the  Government  bank 
was  for  Grovemment  purposes  alone;  but  a  nation- 
al bank  was  not  only  for  national  purposes,  but  for 
individual  profit.    A  national  bank  was  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  collection,  safekeeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys; 
nor  was  it  necessarily  connected  with  tbe  circu- 
lating medium.    But  further — and  this  was  an  im- 
portant difference,  to  which  he  wi»bed  lo  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mar- 
SBALL,]  and  those  genilemea  who  objected  to  tbe 
ateent  and  dissent  principle — the  national  bank 
project  would  delegate  the  great  power  over  tbe 
finances   and    the  currency  to  a  company  con- 
sisting  of  a   president  and  nine  directors.      If, 
then,  they  created  a  national   bank,  they  yield- 
ed the   sovereign  power  and  tbe  coiitrol  of  the 
iiutiiution,  which  would  wield  the  great  govern 
ment  power  over  the  cnrrency  and  the  finances 
to  a  board  of  directors,  which  stood  as  6  to  3  against 
the  Government.    It  was  not  left  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  States  to  assent  to  tbe  exchequer  or  not,  for  m 
directors  woold  possess  sovereign  power — six  di- 
rector? of  individual  stockholders.    What  became, 
tbea,    of  the    araument  of  tbe  gentleman  ftom 
Kentucky?  [Mr.  Makshill  ]    But  when  the  ex- 
chequer was  esfablii^h«d,  or  the  odious  and  de- 
nounced sub  treasury  was  restored,  all  would  admit 
that  it  was  a  Government  power — that  it  was  the 
, power  of  the  Constitntion  exercised  according  to 
tbe  legislative  will.    If,  however,  gentlemen  would 
object  to  the  principle  of  assent  and  dissent  on  the 
part  of  tbe  Slates,  they  ought  by  all  means  to  object 
to  the  cremtlon  of  a  national  bank;  for  tbe  reason 


that  it  would  give  to  six  individuals,  and  not  to 
so? eieign  States,  that  were  apart  of  the  federal  com- 
pact, the  great  power  of  assent  or  dissent.  And  it 
was  not  cnly  a  one-third  power,  but  there  was  a 
perpetuity  of  power,  unrepeatable  for  tbe  daration 
of  the  charier  of  the  national  bank.  That  was  a 
foorib  difference  between  a  Government  bank  and 
a  national  bank.  A  Government  bank  was  always 
under  the  command  of  the  Governnient,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  will  of  tbe  people;  but  a  national  bank 
embraced  in  its  first  idea  an  act  of  incorporation, 
which  contained  in  it  the  sound  doctrine  of  vested 
rights,  which  made  it  intact  for  tbe  time  of  its  crea- 
tion, however  objectionable  it  might  be. 

He  next  proceeded  to  defend  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  who  (he  said)  d'd  not,  for  the  first  time,  at 
Fanenil  Hail,  avow  his  renuncia:ion  of  a  bank  of 
tbe  United  States.  He  was  understood  to  assume 
that  Mr.  Webster  made  such  a  declaration  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  in  1836  What,  then, 
was  tbe  issue  between  tbe  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky — the  great  master 
and  tbe  great  pupil?  Tbe  issue  was  this:  If  they 
could  not  create  an  incorporation  of  vested  rights, 
delegating  to  a  two-thirds  directory  tbe  power  over 
the  finances  and  tbe  cnrrency,  should  they  abandon 
tbe  power  and  tbe  custody  entirely,  and  leave  the 
public  moneys  unguarded,  as  at  present?  That 
was  what  was  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean?  in  his  report, 
which  would  leave  everything  to  executive  discre- 
tion and  executive  power.  And  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  have  no  Government  bank, 
for  he  woold  rather  have  tbe  present  system,  which, 
according  to  bis  araument,  was  itself  a  Govern* 
ment  bank;  so  that  he  was  in  a  position  that  was  a 
little  more  unnatural  than  the  one  in  which  he  said 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  was  placed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  continued  to  comment* 
on  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  MARsHAt/L]  until  the  expiration  of  bis  boor 
brought  him  to  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  next  addressed  the  House. 
He  deemed  it  proper  that  he  should  reply  to  some 
of  the  positions  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  from  which  he 
dissented;  although,  so  far  as  their  resolution  was 
concerned,  it  had  his  decided  approval.  It  ap- 
peared, from  the  general  course  of  the  debate,  that 
the  majority  of  the  Whig  party  objected  to  a  Gov- 
ernment bank,  whilst  tbe  other  portion  objected  to 
a  United  States  bank.  The  whole  tenor  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  indicated  a  preference  for 
the  iadependent  treasury  over  any,  other  system, 
except  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  From  the 
remarks  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Massachusetts,  be 
should  infer  that  that  gentleman  preferred  the  in- 
dependent treasury  to  any  system,  except  a  Gov- 
ermmentbank.  Now,  he  thought  these  several  di- 
visions of  the  Whig  party  were  correct  in  their  ob- 
jections^— one  to  a  Government  baak,  and  tbe  other 
to  a  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman 
uuiterstood  him  (Mr.  W.)  as  having  advocated 
a  Government  bank. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  be  did  understand  the 
gentleman  as  having  advocated  what  he  (Mr.  A.) 
oon^dered  a  Government  bank. 

These  objections  to  a  Government  bank,  which 
were  urged  by  a  majority  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  would,  he  was  of  the  opinion, 
apply  with  equal  force  to  a  United  States  bank. 
What  were  they?  He  referred  to  the  ]2ih  page 
of  the  committee's  report,  where  the  objection  was 
raised  that  it  would  give  an  undue  control  over  the 
State  banks.  The  report  said:  *^It  is  true  that, 
by  the  excheqtier  plan,  tbe  ^ills  of  specie-paying 
banks  are  receivable  for  public  due»;  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  is  made  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  agent  receiving  them  to  settle  with  tbe 
banks  weekly;  and  thi^  settlement  can  have  no 
other  objeet  than  to  draw  out  the  amount  in  specie. 
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plan,  large  additions  are  invited  for  depoaitcH  and 
dtafts sold;  and  al  lecetved  for  pablic  duet  and 
drafts  sold  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  exchequer 
agent,  who  has  the  power  to  thvor  a  petted  institu- 
tion, by  paying  out  its  bills  during  the  week;  aad 
to  crush  an  obnoxious  one,  by  demanding  the  spe- 
cie on  all  its  bills.  This  may  be  a  most  dangeroua 
political  power,  which  may  be  brought  to  bear 
with  tremendous  effect  upon  the  various  banks 
throughout  the  country,  and  is,  in  this  respect,  far 
more  dangerous  than  the  sub-treasury.**  Now,  he 
asked,  how  would  this  danger  be  lessened  by  eon* 
fiding  these  powers  to  the  bands  of  an  irresponsible 
money  corporation?  Would  any  of  the  evils  be 
taken  away,  by  placing  those  powers  in  the  hands 
of  a  corporation  governed  by  men  whose  object 
would  be  to  subserve  their  own  exclusive  interest- 
men  not  selected  by,  and  responsible  to,  tbe  people— 
and  who  have  no  ambttion  to  perform  their  tmata 
faithfully?  He  thought  that  it  moat  be  admitted 
the  power  thnsapokeo  of  by  the  comnaittee  would 
be  equally  dangerous  in  the  hand  of  a  moceyed  cor- 
poration. 

Again:  on  the  10th  page  of  the  report  tbe  com- 
mittee said:  "We  have  deplorable  evidences  of  this, 
m  the  numerous  defaulters  to  tbe  Government, 
and  tbe  scarcely  less  numerous  instances  of  bank 
officers,  acting  under  the  immediate  eye  of  those 
interested,  who  have  embezzled  tbe  funds  which 
tbey  were  paid  to  guard.**  Here  was  an  admis- 
sion that  l)ank  officers^  wer^  not  to  be  trusted! 
Did  not,  he  would  a^k,  the  fact  apply  with  eqiai 
force  to  the  officers  of  a  bank  created  with  Gov- 
ernment? In  the  same  page  (10)  the  committee 
further  said:  *<A11  these  facts  lead  to  but  one  con- 
clusion, and  that  seems  irresis'iblr:  which  is,  that 
the  Government  ought  not  to  engage  in  banking, 
but  that  that  shou'd  be  left  to  private  corporationa 
or  companies,  which  may  l>e  effectually  restrained 
in  their  issues  by  penal  laws,  for  tbe  violation  of 
which  they  may  be  made  amenable  to  the  courts. 
Certainly  nothing  short  of  this  can  fpresent  exces- 
sive issues,  or  insure  prompt  redempuon;  and 
even  this  has  not  always  effected  that  object.  Mr. 
Ricardo,  an  eminent  writer  oft  this  subject,  says: 
^Experience,  however,  shows  that  neither  a  State 
nor  a  bank  ever  has  had  the  unrestricted  power  of 
issuing  paper  money,  without  abusing  that  power. 
In  all  States,  therefore,  the  issue  of  paper  money^ 
ought  to  l>e  under  some  check  or  control.*  As  you 
cannot  check  or  control  Congress  on  this  subject, 
it  would  follow  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  ex- 
ercise this  power.^'  Now,  what  he  would  remark 
was,  that  ihi^  power  was  as  liable  to  abuse  in  the 
hands  of  a  corporation,  as  by  tbe  Government 
itself.  It  was,  in  fact,  tbe  interest  of  individuals 
owning  corporations  which  ever  prompted  to  over- 
•ssue?. 

In  speaking  of  defamations  by  officers  and 
agents,  tbe  committee  saide  **This  iathe  hazaid 
with  an  honest  agent.  But  suppose  the  exchequer 
agent  dishonest.  Suppose  him  a  warm  political 
partisan:  might  not  these  favors  be  dealt  out  to 
political  friends,  and  denied  to  political  enemies? 
Or  supposQ  money  is  wanted  to  corrupt  the  foun- 
tains of  the  elective  power,  or  carry  some  great  politi- 
cal contest: — how  easy  would  it  be  for  a  dishonest 
and  pliant  exchequer  agent  to  buy  the  drafts  of 
some  irresponsible  political  friend,  and  thus  pour 
put  the  national  treasury  for  the  basest  of  pur- 
poses !** 

He  aaked,  were  thedangera  here  spoken  of  like- 
ly to  be  lessened  by  confiding  tbe  public  money  to 
an  immense  corporation?  Did  not  the  history  of 
the  Jate  United  States  Bank  show  that  the  public 
money  was  constantly  used  for  the  furtherance  of 
political  purposes?  Surely,  if  such  an  otjection  aa 
has  been  here  urged  by  the  committee  applied  to 
the  exchequer,  it  applied  with  much  greater  force 
to  an  irresponsible  corporation.  It  had  been  #ell 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  MatsaoboaettSi 
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[Mr-  WwtwiofJ  wha  i^dressed  the  House  on 
yeeterdty,  that  distroM  wee-  ihc  prevaiiingtcnti- 
ment  of  this  report.  It  must  be  considered  that 
this  wad  a  GoTemment  of  limit^^d  powers,  and  the 
theory  of  which  was  to  tn»t  its  agents  with  no 
more  power  than  was  absolntely  neoessary.  it  was 
easentiaJlx  a  QoTeroaiaat  of  limited  powers^  and  the 
people  had  reserfed  to  themselves  all  which  were 
not  absolnceiy  necessary  to  carry  it  on.  What  had 
the  House  heard  from  .  the  genUeman  from  New 
York?  (Mr.  Bailiiaeo.]  Why,  that  there  was  a 
comp^ieocy  in  the  Coasiitalion  for  the  adoptfon  of 
the  excheooef ,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  safekeep- 
ing anil  disbooement  ot  the  public  money,  but  not 
8o^regar<^  its  provisions  for  depositing  and  for 
then  regalaiioo  ef  commercial  exchanges.  There 
wa9  also,  according  to  the  gentleman,  a  competency 
for  the  adoption  of  the  snb-treasory.  Now,  if  it  was 
n^compe'ent  for  the  Qotrernment  to  deal  in  ex- 
changes—4f  the  Constitution  gave  no  such  power, 
how  coo  id  such  a  power  be  delegated  to  acorpora- 
tioo?  Congress  could  not  delegate  what  it  did  not 
possess.  Therefore,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Barmard]  overthrew  all  ar« 
gument  which  might  be  derived  from  the  Constitn- 
licja  in  favor  of  the  power  to  establish  a  bank  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

But  it  was  focm«r]y  urged  as  a  great  objection 
to  the  subt^reasnry,  that  it  failed  to  exerdse  the 
pow^r  granted  to  Congress-*of  regulating  the  cur- 
rency. What  was  a  legal  curreneyl  Gold  and 
silver  were  recognised  by  the  Constitution  as  the 
lei^al  currency  of  the  country;  and  the  resolution  of 
1816  also  recognised  it  as  such;  although,  at  the 
same  time,  it  provided  that  the  notes  of  the  United 
States  Bank  should  be  a  legal  tender.  If  Congress 
was  bound  to  provide  a  currency,  of  course  they 
mu$t  provide  ene  which  is  legal;  and  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  was  recogiised  in  the  Constitution 
as  such.  The  surest  way  of  regulating  exchanges,  (if 
anything  could  be  done  incidentally  by  the  GK)vern- 
-mentfor  that  purpose,)  was  by  enacting  a  law  provi- 
ding for  the  entire  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenues  in  gold  and  silver.  But  even  if  there 
were  a  power  in  the  Government  to  regulate  ex- 
changes, its  interference  would,  he  imagined,  be  at- 
tended only  with  mischief.  The  Government,  prop- 
erly, had  nothing  to  do  with  such  matters.  Exchanges 
should  be  regulated  by  the  course  of  trade;  and  it 
woukl  be  as  reasonable  to  contend  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  regulate  the  price  or  the  freight  of 
merchandise.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  self-interest  to  regulate  the  banks :  why 
not  leave  exchanges  to  be  regulated  by  italsi)? 
When  gold  and  silver  are  the  currency,  the  rate  of 
exchange  can  never  exceed  the  price  of  transporta- 
tion. If  a  bank  on  one  side  of  the  street  redeems 
its  notes,  whilst  another  on  the  opposite  side  does 
not,  the  difference  between  the  notes  of  the  two  is 
as  much  the  rate  of  exchange  as  if  the  two  banks 
were  in  different  sections  of  the  cotmtry.  Why 
should  the  Governme&t  any  more  undertake  to  reg- 
ulate the  price  of  exchange  than  the  price  of  pro- 
visions? He  illustrated  this  position  by  several  ex- 
amples, and  concluded  that  any  interference  by  the 
Government  in  such  a  matter  would  be  vain  and 
idle*— would  defeat  its  own  ends — and,  so  far  firom 
being  benefidaly  would  be  disadvantageousy  to  com- 
merca^ 

The  Constitution,  as  he  had  said,  fixed  the  stand- 
ard  of  value — gold  and  silver  only.  All  acknowl- 
edged it  was  desirable  that  more  gold  and  silver 
should  circtilate  in  the  community.  [Mr.  Barnard 
shook  his  head.]  As  the  gentleman  had  shaken 
his  head,  he  would  read  a  few  extracts  from  what 
was  said  by  a  man  who,  he  presumed,  was  very 
good  authority  with  the  gentleman.  He  read  from 
the  message  of  Governor  John  Davis  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  nfassachusetts  in  1834. 

'Then  to  doabdaM  •  difference  of  opinioo  aa  to  Um  cauMs 
which  prodace  the  great  racillAtiona  in  the  money  market.  At 
one  time,  the  preimnm  on  capital  falls  below  the  legal  rate  of 
intereat;  at  another,  money  can  acareelj  be  had  on  any  terms. 
There  can,  however,  be  little  doubt  that  the  small  quamity  of 
apecie  in  circulation  is  one  of  the  causes  tending  to  nrodnce 
these  disastrous  fluctuaiiona.  If  a  panic  should  seize  tne  pub* 
lie,  if  distrust  should  orershadow  our  banks  but  for  a  day,  all 
payments  hi  specie  wonhS  cease;  for  the  funds  on  hand  do  not 
a^iiBt  to  ona-tweinh  of  the  bills  in  circulation,  and  those  de- 
poaites  they  are  bound  to  pay  on  demand.  This  dl^^ropor* 
tlon  between  specie  and  paper  cannot  be  materially  increased. 
K  Yhs  qisaUtyof  apadeis  dimhiMiod,  tbo  piper  circQliHon 
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must  be  curtailed.  If  it  is  increased,  the  paper  may  also 
be  increased.  The  phper,  theiefore,  fluctuates  as  Its  basis 
changes.  ** 

'*Tne  disastrous  fluctuations  which  we  experience  (he  adds 
hi  1634)  are  to  eome  extent  to  be  imputed  to  the  fluctaationB  In 
8p6Cte,;i(ii)eanlnff  in  amount,  not  in  value;)  and  the  smaller  the 
amount  of  epeoe  in  the  countnr,  the  morehkely  they  areto 
occur.  The  moat  obvious  remedy,  tbaraft^  against  the  recur- 
rence of  this  calamity,  and  the  most  certain  method  of  saving 
the  active  industry  of  the  country  from  the  devouring  vortex 
of  this  almoat  periodical  dtoaater^  wUch  cornea  of  ^nailing 
discooms,  ia  to  increase,  by  some  judicious  regulatlona,  tlie 
quantity  of  qiecte  in  circulation  to  such  an  extent  that  these 
occaaional  drains  shall  not  curtail  the  circulating  medium  so  as 
to  produce  such  consequences.  If  the  circulation  of  small  bills 
had  never  been  permitted,  but  their  placea  had  been  supplied 
with  specie,  the  quantity  now  in  circulation  would  be  large, 
and  would  greatly  atrengdien  the  confidence  of  the  puUlc  lind 
the  ability  of  the  banks,  as  it  would  flow  in  to  supply  the  place 
of  that  drained  off,  and  thus  snperaede,  to  a  great  extent  the 
occasion  for  these  forced  curtailments  of  discounts  which  al- 
waya  prove  iqjuriaua  to  the  pifblic.  The  Slates  wliich  have 
adqked  this  course,  are  best  supplied  vrith  specie;  and  if  the 
whole  country  could  be  prevailed  on  to  suppress  small  bills, 
great  relief  would  be  realixed  from  it. " 

**Experience  has  long  since  proved  that  a  metallic  currency 
is  least  liable  to  floctuationa,  and  therefore  best  adapted  to  the 

Rurpose  for  which  it  is  designed;  and  it  is  to  Im  hoped  the  ear- 
est  opportunity  will  be  seized  to  return  (o  it— ao  far,  at  least 
as  to  rectify  the  present  credit  system  of  paper  currency,  and 
preventfits  pernicious  fluctuations." 

**Ftuctuation8  visit  all  who  have  property,  and  all  who  work 
to  acquire  it,  with  injury,  and  compel  them  tosuhmit  to  severe 
sacrinces.  What  is  caUid  a  aearjfity  9f  money ^  only  mtana 
that  the  banks  do  not  diicouiu." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cpsn- 
ma]  had  well  mentioned,  among  the  inherent  evils 
of  paper  money,  its  expansibility,  which  brought 
periodical  ruin,  disaster,  and  distress.  Should  the 
€K)vernment,  then,  increase  and  promote  this  evil, 
by  issuing  Government  paper  by  a  Gk>vemment 
Imnk,  or  indirectly  through  the  agency  of  a  United 
States  bank?  Was  it  possible  to  remedy  the  evil 
of  expansion,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  pa- 
per volume?  Would  not  such  a  course  be  only 
adding  fiiel  to  the  flimel  And  if  it  was  proposed 
by  a  batik  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
issues  of  other  banks,  history  proved  that  such  a 
purpose  could  not  be  so  accomplished.  History 
and  experience  showed  that  the  banks  nearest  and 
most  under  the  influence  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
were  the  first  to  suspend;  whilst  those  remotely 
situated  from  that  institution  held  out  longest,  and 
were  the  last  to  cease  paying  specie.  If  it  was  ex- 
pected to  check  these  overissues  of  banks  by  law, 
such  an  idea  could  not  be  carried  out,  because  it 
went  counter  to  all  experience  of  the  past.  What 
had  been  the  history  of  the  banking  system?  Did 
not  observation  tell  us  that  banks  could  not  be  re- 
stricted by  lawl  The  zeal,  and  influence,  and  the 
untiring  energy  of  interested  individtfltals,  were  en- 
tirely too  strong  for  the  law.  They  had  heretofore 
set  1^1  law  at  defiance.  They  had  applied  to  State 
Legislatures  to  give  them  authority  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  and  then  called  it  giving  relief  to 
the  community — giving  relief  by  issuing  more 
of  their  irredeemable  paper ! 
And  as  to  the  watchful  eyes  of  self-interest,  which, 
it  was  said,  were  so  important  in  the.preyention  of 
the  abuses  ef  banking,  had  they  not  been  shown  to 
be  utterly  unavailing?  Had  it  not  been  shown  to 
be  powerless,  in  all  that  they  had  beard  of' the  sus- 
pensions and  frauds  committed  on  the  stockholders 
and' the  public?  And  what  had  availed  the  power 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States?  It  had  proved  to 
be  utterly  useless,  as  was  lately  found  to  be  the 
ease  with  regard  to  a  bank  in  Massachusetts.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  passed  a  law  to  provide 
for  inspections  of  the  banks  of  that  State;  and  the 
law  had  proved  to  he  so  perfectly  useless,  that  the 
present  Governor,  in  his  message,  recommended 
its  repeal. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachnsetts,  in  the  re- 
iuurks  which  he  had  made  to  the  House,  had  not 
asserted  that  the  result  of  the  late  presidential  elec- 
tion had  been  an  affirmative  decision  upon  the 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether,  in  the  result  of  that  election,  the 
people  bad  manifested  their  approbation  of  the  ex- 
chequer plan.  And  be  would  ask  whether,  if  the 
question  were  now  put  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try whether  they  would  have  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  or  an  independent  treasury,  he  believed  that 
they  would  df ci'le  in  favor  of.  a  bank.  No,  sir; 
he  would  not  say  so.  What  did  they  hear  from 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont?  That  the  objection 
urged  against  this  scheme  was,  that  it  was  a  Gov- 


ernment bank.  This  being  the  ease,  the  issue  was 
now  given  up.  It  was  given  up  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  If  it  bad 
been  rendered  unpopuhir  on  account  of  a  mistake 
as  to  its  true  character,  arising  from  false  imputa- 
tions which  had  been  cast  upon  it,  whatdid  tfarre* 
solt  prove?  Not  that  the  people  condemned  the 
independent-treasury  scheme,  but  that  they  con- 
demned the  sdieme  of  a  Government  baulr.  To 
show  that  b«  had  not  misstated  the  repait,  he 
would  read  the  following  passage : 

'These  banking  powers,  thus  conferred  upon  the  exchequer, 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  paper  circulaikMii  disMogulrii 
this  plan  from  that  of  the  sub-treasury." 

They  were  under  the  apprehension  that,  when 
once  established,  this  would  be  converted .  into  a 
great  Government  bank.  But,  that  there  was  no 
reai^on  for  even  this  apprebrasion,  was  evident 
from  various  passages  in  ihe  report.  The  report 
acknowledged  that  *  the  iadependentrtreasury  plan 
made  it  felony,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, for  ^n  pificer  of  that  instil  ition  to  use  any 
of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  its  keeping. 
They  had,  therefore,  what  had  been  urged  as  the 
main  objection  to  it,  at  once  given  up.  The  objec- 
tions fell  to  the  groan4i  they  vanished  into  air~ 
into  thin  air.  It  had  been  frequently  said,  on  diat 
floor,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  tell  what  predse 
issue  was  determined  by  the  late  presidential  ele^ 
tion.  At  any  rate,  he  would  contend,  with  great 
confidence,  that,  whenever  the  sub-treasury  scheaae 
was  presented  as  a  distinct  issue  to  the  pet^e,  they 
approved  it.  But  it  was  said,  by  a  distiBgaisfaed 
Whig,  on  this  floor,  that  the  election  of  members 
to  the  popular  branch  of  this  Ck>ngre8s  turned  v^ 
on  their  being  for  or  against  this  scheme. 

The  gentleman  fVom  New  York  had  gone  over 
one  of  the  old  arguments  against  the  independents 
treasury  scheme;  but,  in  doiiig  that,  he  had  admit* 
ted  (and  he  thought  the  admission  did  great  credit 
to  his  candor)  that  the  only  objection  to  the  aebeme 
was,  that  it  provided,  after  the  money  was  depo^ 
ited,  that  it  was  imder  the  control  of  oficers  of 
the  Government,  and  not  officers  of  the  bank.  And 
he  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  that,  steoe  the 
foundation  of  the  GN)vernment,  except  durtng  an 
interval  of  one  year,  the  moneys  of  the  Qofwra- 
ment  had  always  been  deposited  in  banks.  This 
was  during  the  year  in  which  the  independent 
treasury  was  in  operation. 

An  allusion  was  made  in  the  report — In  order  to 
show  that  the  danger  was  in  intrusting  Ibe  public 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  individuals — ^to  the  case  of 
Ifr.  Swart wout.  But  this,  he  apprehended,  was 
not  a  case  which  bore  any  analogy  to  that  which 
they  were  considering.  Had  the  independent, 
treasury  scheme  been  in  operation,  Mr.  Swartwout 
never  could  have  carried  on  his  frauds  and  depre- 
dations upon  the  Government.  This,  then,  fur- 
nished no  argument  against  the  establishment  of 
an  independent  treasury. 

It  was  stated  in  the  report,  and  had  been  re- 
peated in  the  House,  that  a  bank  cannot  abseond. 
To  be  sure,  it  could  not.  It  had  not  snb^ance 
enough.  It  was  a  thing  altogether  as  impalpable 
as  a  shadow. 

"like  shadows  they  come,  like  shadows  dapart." 

But  could  not  cashiers — could  not  presidents  ab- 
scond? Did  the  history  of  the  times  show  that  they 
were  pure?  He  thought  not  Why  should  bante 
come  in  and  demand  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  be- 
tween the  time  of  collection  and  of  disbursement? 
What  right  had  they  to  speculate  with  the  money 
of  the  Government?  If  the  right  was  not  to  be 
granted  to  individuals,  why  should  it  be  granted 
to  corporations?  It  appeared  from  documents  be- 
fore them,  that  the  loss  had  not  been  one  half  so 
great  under  the  operation  of  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  as  it  had  been  by  using  banks  as  deposito- 
ries, and  receiving  depreciated  bank  paper. 

Mr.  McDaffie,  ia  a  report  which  he  made  a  few 
years  ago  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  this 
subject,  stated  that  the  Government  had  lost  up- 
wards of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  by  taking  depre- 
ciated bank  paper.  What  was  the  effect  upon  the 
country  generally  of  the  encouragement  thus  given 
to  the  circulation  of  b'ank  paper?  The  very  stim- 
ulus given  to  trade  by  its  means  tends  to  create 
loans;  and  these  loans  go  on  extending,  until  at 
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lii{^  bobble  bursts;  and,  as  had  been  well  said 
by  ttenileman  on  thai  floor,  it  wa$  upon  the  hard 
baad  and  the  unsuspecting  head  of  the  poor  laborer 
that  the  rain  falls.  It  was  a  well -settled  rule,  that  the 
price  of  labor  was  the  last  to  rise,  and  the  first  to 
fall.    This  appeared  not  only  from  the  maxims  of 

STakal  economists,  but  from  universal  history, 
e  hcgged  leare  to  read  an  extract  from  Thiers's 
History  of  ilie  French  Revolution: 

**The  r&lue  of  the  aangaau  decIiniDf  ilaily  in  proportion  to 
their  total  maaoi,  it  required  a  larger  and  larger  amount  to  par> 
cfaMO  tito  lame  quantity  of  nee««ariee;  and  thua  tho  prices 
bditaM  «xC6MiT0.  The  people,  receiving  only  the  same  nomi- 
nal value  ibr  their  labort  coukl  no  longer  procure  such  things , 
as  ther  needed,  and  vented  themselTos  in  complaints  and 
chNaiiL  Bread  was  nol  the  only  article  the  price  or  which  was 
fPMWsiy  increaeed;  that  or  sugar,  coflee,  and  soap  was 
doubled.  The  laundresses  had  come  to  the  convention  to 
complain  thac  they  were  obliged  to  nay  thhrty  sous  for  soap, 
which  had  fimnerbr  cost  them  but  fourteen.  To  no  purpose 
wamtlie  peopie  told  to  raise  the  price  oftlieir  labor,  in  oider  to 
r»*estabtiib  the  proportion  between  their  wages  and  the  articles 
of  consomiMion.  They  could  not  be  brongnt  to  act  in  concert 
for  Che  BoeompUshmeotof  this  object,*'  Ao.—T^ers's  Hiat.  Pr. 
Riv^  vol,  4,  p.  441. 

This  aingle  instance  exhibited  its  operation  in  all 
cases.  Tliere  could  be  no  combination  among 
laboreis  lo  raise  the  price  of  labor  according  to  the 
dcpieciatioii  in  the  cnnency. 

On  the  7t|i  page  of  the  report  it  was  stated 
that,  '*by  the  snb-treasury,  the  Government  only 
risked.  In  the  bands  of  its  officers,  the  amount  of 
money  that  might  be  on  hand  between  the  lime  of 
collecUon  and  the  time  of  disbursement.^  This 
wis  true,  under  all  systems.  They  were  obliged  to 
employ  collecting  officers  and  disbursing  officers, 
and  they  bad  the  honesty  of  those  officers  to  assure 
them  against  loss.  And  he  would  here  observe, 
that  it  seemed  to  him  the  argument  ihat 
eorporalkms  eonld  be- trusted,  and  men  could  not, 
was  a  tery  unsound  argument.  According 
10  this  supposition,  there  must  be  certainly 
soonething  ^ery  corrupting  in  the  circumstance  of 
holding  office — something  which  tends  to  obliter- 
ate the  moral  feelings.  Gentlemen  talked  about  the 
safely  of  the  public  moneys  when  deposited  in 
bankSy  and  that  they  wcmld  be  found  faithful  to 
their  trusts.  Why,  the  Government  was  left  pow- 
efleee;lhe  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  responsible  to  the  people,  and  the  Gov- 
emuent  was  left  prostrate. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  obtained  the  flot^  and  replied 
briefly  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire.  The  gentleman  had 
alloded  to  a  report  made  some  years  ago  by  Mr. 
IfcDuffify  which  stated  that  the  Government  had 
lost  thirty  millions  of  dollars  by  depositing  the  pub- 
lic fwda  in  banks.  What  effect  had  this  statement 
npon  the  gentleman  himself,  and  upon  his  party? 
Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  he  was  to  be  per- 
mitted to  m^ke  use  of  such  arguments;  or 
that  t^ey  would  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
reply?  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  come  out 
and  avow  himself  in  favor  of  an  indepen- 
dent, old-fashioned  treasury?  Would  his  par- 
ty agree  to  tlus?  They,  would  not  do  it;  they  dared 
not  do  it.  Why  did  not  the  gentleman  tell  them 
something  about  the  woiking  of  that  old-fashioned 
sub-^eisnry?  During  the  whole  time  it  was  in 
operation  in  New  York,  was  there  a  single  dollar 
in  specie  out?  It  was  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  the 
Adnm^tratioH  to  defend  themselves  from  such 
atta(&'  as  the  gentleman  had  just  made.  How 
many  millions  of  treasury  notes  did  the  gentleman 
himself  vote  for,  although  he  was  now  so  vehement 
in  his  denunciations  against  the  issue  of  a  paper 
currency  by  the  Government?  Let  him  answer 
th^  and  let  him  show,  too,  that  the  old-fashioned 
independent  treasury  schnme,  which  he  vaunted  so 
mtidiywas  free  from  abases. 

Mr.  FiLLiMORB  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  ad- 
diesa  A  lew  words  to  the  House,  in  reference  to  this 


An  adjournment,  however,  being  desired  by 
•eteral  members,  he  yielded  to  a  motion  for  that 
pivp08e,aBd 

Honse  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Fbipat.  January  27,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tm  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate li  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
tntfittttitiiiif  printed  copies  of  the  Official  Army 


Register  for  1843;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  two  memorials  frem 
Ypsilanti  and  Jackson,  Michigan,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were 
re  fere  d  lo  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  joint- resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature^  of  Delaware,  urging 
upon  Congress  the  retrocession  from  the  United 
'  States,  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  of  the  Peapatch 
Island. 

Mr.  CjLAYTON  observed  that  the  object  of  the 
reiroce^ion  was  not  that  Delaware  might  retain 
possession  of  the  island;  but  that  the  tiUe,  which 
had  been  so  long  litigated,  might  be  settled,  and 
vested  permanently  in  the  United  States.  For  this 
purpose  it  was  necessary  that  the  Supreme  Court 
should  have  original  jurisdiction  over  the  suit  or 
controversy  on  which  the  title  shall  be  tried; — the 
party  claiming  against  the  United  States  not 
having  assented  to  the  proposition  of  Congress  to 
try  the  title  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland.  For  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  Supreme  Court  original  ju- 
risdiction of  this  controversy  or  suit,  and  to  obtain 
a  proper  and  conclusive  decision  of  the  title,  it  was 
necessary  to  recede  the  island  to  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. Mr.  C.  said  the  people  of  Delaware  could 
not  rest  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  things — 
the  conflicting  claims  for  jurisdiction  over  the  soil, 
and  the  conflicting  right  of  property.  He  observed 
that  neither  himself  nor  his  colleague  would  at  that 
time  take  measures  to  carry  into  effect  these  reso- 
lutions, for  the  reason  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  entered  inte,  by  which  the  title  would  be  ef- 
fectually and  fairly  adjusted;  and  to  carry  which 
into '( ffect,  a  bill  has  been  reported  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  It  would  not  be  necessary,  there- 
fore, for  his  colleague  and  himself  to  take  any  steps 
then  in  the  matter,  but  await  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  on  the  bill,  by  which  the  controversy  would 
be  fairly  arranged  to  (he  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
If  the  bill  did  not  pass,  then  they  would  take  some 
steps  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  just  pre- 
sented. The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  this  would  be 
joyful  news  to  some  of  his  constituency — that  the 
States  of  Delaware  snd  New  Jersey  were  about  to 
settle  this  long  litigated  question.  For  years  and 
years  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  had  felt  great 
anxiety  tha(  the  fortification  which  had  been  com- 
menced on  that  island  should  be  completed;  and 
which  could  not  be  done,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
agreements between  those  two  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  for  an  immediate,  entire,  and 
unconditional  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  apetition  from  Patrick 
Eeon,  of  Jefferson  county^  New  York,  praying 
for  a  modification  in  his  behalf  of  the  naturalizf- 
tion  laws  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citisens  of 
the  town  of  0:»wego,  New  York,  praying  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  import  from  Canada  certain 
lumber,  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

AUo,  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of 
Troy,  New  York,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Lenawee,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  town  of  Portsmduih,  New  Hamphire,  from 
persons  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  com- 
plaining of  the  depressed  state  of  those  interests, 
and  attributing  it  to  the  irreciprocal  commercial 
regulations  of  the  United  Stages  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, and  praying  for  such  a  modification  of  those 
regulations,  consistent  with  treaty  stipulations,  as 
will  produce  greater  reciprocity  in  trade:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two'  memorials 
from  inhabitants  of  Affbghany  county,  Pennsyl- 


vania, praying  the  adoption  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive,  for  a  board  of  c^zche 
quer;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  preslented  a  memorial  from  the  beard  of 
trade  of  Philadelphia,  signed  by  Thomas  P.  Cope, 
president,  asking  for  an  appropriation  Xcrr  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  coast  stirvey,  which  has 
been  in  a  state  of  progress  for  several  years;  and 
statine  a  number  of  reasons  why  it  shim  id  be  con- 
tinued.   Also,  concludes  with  a  request  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  for  a  light-house  on  the 
Brandy  wine  shoals,  in  the  Delaware.    The  firs 
branch  of  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Coui 
mittee  on  Finance,  and  the  latter  to  the  Commlite 
on  Commerce, 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension 
made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  on  the  petitionof  JamesGee  for  a  pen 
sion. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  House  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Esther  Augur. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
-that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Tmston. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Polereesky,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KERR,  the  bill  frdm  the 
Honse  for  the  relief  of  ElizatMth  Daw  kins,  which 
had  been  reported  unfavorably  upon  by  the  Com- 
mitteee  on  Pensions,  was  recommitted  to  that  Com- 
mittee— new  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  hav- 
ing t>een  received. 

'  On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  bill  from  the  Honse  for  the  relief 
of  Bareni  Striker.  The  bill  was  then  taken  up  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and,  according  to  order,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  M.  Shreeve,  and  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  the  patent  for  his  snag-boat:  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referr^  to  the  Committee  on 
PHtenU. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  routes,  and  for  the  preven- 
tion of  frands  on  the  revenue  of  the  Poet  Ofiloe 
Department,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  taken 
■p  as  iif  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  this  was  one  of  a  series  of 
bills  to  be  reported  to  the  Senate  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  the 
view  of  correcting  sundry  abuses  which  exist,  and 
of  sundry  frauds  which  are  practised  upon  the  Post 
Office  Department.  The  object  of  the  present  bill 
was  to  make  some  beneficial  and  salutary  pro- 
visions in  relation  to  a  matter  that  was  of  very 
considerable  importance  to  that  department — 
namely,  the  securing  to  it  of  the  legitimate  revenue 
derivable  from  the  transportation  of  th<B  mail  from 
one  portion  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 

It  was  well  known  to  the  Senate,  that  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  proper  revenue  of  that  depart- 
ment was  abstracted  from  it  by  what  were  called 
private  expresses,  which  had  been  recently  estab- 
lished between  the  more  important  commercial 
cities,  and  by  which  letters  and  other  mailable 
matter  were  conveyed  at  a  rate  of  jcharge  less  than 
that  which  was  demanded  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; and,  by  charging  less,  although  the  mails 
were  conveyed  daily,  and,  in  many  places,  twice 
every  day,  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  they 
were  obtaining  the  transportation  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  mailable  matter  pacing  through 
these  routes,  and  consequently  abstracting  from 
the  department  a  very  considerable  part  of 
its  legitimate  revenue.  As*  the  Post  Office 
Department  had  been  established,  and  was 
kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
for  the  performance  of  this  service  to  the  public, 
it  was  not  only  proper,*  but  abeolotely  necessary 
that  it  should  have  a  monopoly  of  the  service,  and 
enjoy  all  the  benefiis  to  be  derived  from  it.  Tlie 
passage  of  this  bill  "Was  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  passage  of 
another  important  bill  for  the  redaction  of  the  rate« 
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^  t>f  postage.  UnleaB  objections  were  offered  to 
some  of  the  features  of  ibis  bill,  be  did  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  trooble  the  Senate  with  any  further 
obsenratiops. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said  be  ihoagbt  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  bill  were  carried  to  an  anwarranta- 
ble  ezfsnL  Congress  probably  possessed  tb«  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind;  bat  it 
appeared  to  bim  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent, 
and  one  which  would  lead  to  the  stretching  of 
the  powers  of  Coni^ress  to  erery  subject.  The  ob* 
jf  ci  of  the  bill  appeared  to  be  to  secnrt  to  the 
Government  a  monopoly  in  the  carrying  of  the 
mails. 

80  far  as  the  bill  proposed  to  restrain  individuals 
from  entering  in*o  competition  with  the  Oovein- 
ment,  he  bad  no  objection;  but  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  interfere  with  the  public  conveyances, 
and  to  make  it  penal  for  railroad  cars  and  steam^ 
boats  to  convey  passengers  who,  they  might  sup- 
pose, were  engaged  in  carrying  expresses,  he  was 
decidedly  averse  to  its  adoption.  This  was  the 
point  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate. 

They  might  as  well  undertake  to  make  it  penal 
for  ooe  individual  to  lell  a  horse  to  another,  be* 
cause  he  might  possibly  use  the  horse  in  the  con- 
veyance of  private  expresses.  They  mi^t  as 
well  make  it  penal  for  an  innkeeper  to  entertain  a 
man,  or  for  the  authorities  of  a  town  to  allow  a 
man  to  pass  through  their  town,  if  they  suspected 
that  h<?  was  carrying  a  private  express.  They  had 
as  good  a  right  to  do  the  one  as  the  other.  He  be- 
1  eved,  ordinarily,  railroad  companies  bad  no  right 
to  refuse  to  carry  a  passenger  who  tendered  his 
pa5sage  money,  and  who  did  nothing  that  was  ex- 
ceptionable. They  were  liable  to  damages  if  they 
should  refuse;  and  yet  it  was  here  proposed  to 
make  them  a  sort  of  agent  of  the  Government,  to 
secure  the  monopoly  sought  for  by  the  Post  Office 
Department.  There  would  be  no  limit  to  this  sort 
of  legislatioa  if  it  were  once  commenced.  It 
seemed  to  him  an  undue  assumption  of  power  on 
the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  would  be  as  unwilling 
an  any  one  to  do  an  act  which  would  involve  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  an  unconstitu- 
tional proceeding.  But  it  seemed  to  him  that,  in 
this  case,  there  was  no  just  ground  for  the  genile- 
manV  apprehensions.  It  being  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Post  Office  Department  should  be 
sustained,  it  was  the  imperious  duty  of  Congress 
to  pai^s  all  such  laws  as  were  necessary  to  effect 
Ibis  object.  The  evil  which  they  proposed  to 
remedy  was  one  which  struck  at  the  very  exist- 
ence of  that  department:  he  meant  the  sources  of 
its  existence — its  revenue.  They  must,  therefore, 
legislate  so  as  to  secure  a  sufficient  return,  in  mo- 
ney, from  the  people  whom  the  department  served, 
to  defray  its  expenses.  This  was  the  whole  scope 
and  object  of  this  bill.  He  begged  the  honorable 
Senator's  attention  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bill. 
The  penalty  was  to  be  imposed  only  in  cases  where 
the  conductors  of  railroads,  dbc,  knowingly  trans- 
ported any  individual  engaged  in  carrying  private 
expresses,  in  violation  of  the  law;  and  leaving  it 
entirely  free,  where  no  compensation  was  de- 
manded, for  individuals  to  act  In  the  matter  as  they 
^  pleased.  The  whole  object  of  the  bill  was  to  put 
down,  with  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  to 
citizens  generally,  the  evil  of  permitting  private 
expresses  to  be  employed  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Post  Office  Department. 

The  further  consideration  of  this  subject  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  postponed,  for  the  purpose 
cf  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  oeeupaiion  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  which  still  continues  the 
special  order,  c«me  up,  and  the  debate  on  the 
question  of  its  passage  was  resumed  from  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed  the  Senate  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

liis  objeetions  were  chieflys  Firtt,  that  the  pro- 


vision undertaking  to  make  a  future  grant  of  lands 
to  setliers,  is  in  contravention  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  existing  treaty  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Britain;  next,  that  it  is 
an  inexpedient  and  impolitic  time  to  legislate  upon 
the  subject  at  allj  and,  lastly,  that  this  bill,  under 
existing  circumstances,  is  an  injudicious  interrup- 
ion  or  interference  with  the  copstitntional  prerog- 
ative of  the  executive  department,  which  has  noti-  ^ 
fied  Congress  that  a  negotiation  is  pending  in  rela- 
tion to  tUs  subject. 

He  agreed  with  those  Sepators  who  held  that  the 
provision  guarantying  to  settlers  a  grant  of  land 
would  be  an  infraction  of  the  treaty.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
BOON,]  not  only  in  his  opposition  to  that 
provision,  bat  also  in  regard  to  the  inex- 
pediency, under  existing  circa mstances,  of  at- 
tempting to  carry  out  other  provisions  of  the 
bill.  With  most  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  other 
Senator  from 'South  Carolina  he  also  concurred, 
though  he  was  not  disposed  to  undervalue  the  im- 
portance to  oar  commerce  of  our  right  to  the  terri- 
tory, or  the  advantages  which  we  might  derive 
from  its  occupation  and  settlement.  But,  taking 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  into  consideration,  he 
could  not  but  believe  that  he  subserved  the  inters 
estsof  this  country  best  by  giving  his  vote  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

He  had  every  confidence  in  the  purity  of  motive 
and  patriotism  of  the  gentlemen  who  advocated 
the  bill;  and  participating  with  them,  as  be  did,  in 
the  national  feelings  which  excited  their  zeal,  be 
eould  make  ample  allowance  for  the  construction 
which  their  minds  bad  been  led  to  give  to  the  treaty 
of  1818,  and  its  renewal  in  1827.    This  national 
feeling,  however,  he  conceived  had  carried  them 
too  far.    He  had  given  the  subject  a  calm  and  dis- 
passionate consideration;  and  the  result  was,  that, 
according  to  his  best  judgment,  he  bad  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  bill  would  be  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  that  England  must  so  regard 
it.    National  rights  were  as  dear  to  him  as  to  any 
one;  but  national  honor,  and  the  imperative  duty 
of  keeping   inviolate   our   plighted   faith,   were 
of  sicb  moment,  that  he  would  rather  suffer  lov 
than  tarnish  the  purity  of  that  plighted  faiih.    But 
be  had  no  apprehension  that  the  postponement  of 
action  on  this  matter  would  have  any  tendency  to  the 
lapse  of  our  interests  in  the  Oregon  Tenitory.   We 
still  bold  our  title  to  be  as  indefeasible  as  we  ever  did. 
We  will  make  no  concession  that  any  other  nation 
on  earth  can  have  as  strong,  as  undoubted,  and  as 
just  a  claim,  as  we  have.    And,  independent  of  all 
this,  the  circumstances  under  which  we  look  to  it 
as  ours,  are  different  from  those  which  have  influ* 
enced  Great  Britain  to  look  to  it.    It  is  adjacent  to 
us,  touching  our  territorial  border,  part  of  our  con- 
tinent, best  calculated  for  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  our  population.    Oceans  divide  it  from  the  Brit- 
ish domain,  and  the  objects  which  once  rendered  it 
valuable  to  her  commerce  are  fast  melting  away. 
The  sources  of  the  fur  trade  are  diminishing  rapid- 
ly, and,  at  no  distant  day,  we  may  fairly  infer  that 
England  will  cease  to  have  any  permanent  interest 
in  that  region.    Time,  then,  instead  of  lessening 
our  chances  of  quiet  and  undisputed  possession, 
acts  in  our  favor,  and  operates  unfavorably  with 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  power  which  is  as- 
sumed to  be  our  rival. 

The  probability  is,  if  we  but  wait  the  natural 
progress  of  even's,  that  we  shall  find  ourselves 
quietly  in  possession  of  the  territory  long  before 
the  real  wants  of  our  population  will  demand  its 
occupation  by  an  act  of  Government.  At  present, 
we  slionld  consider  that  we  are  but  one  of  the  two 
parties  entitled  te  equality  of  rights,  under  an  exist- 
ing compact.  What  we  insist  upon  as  our  exclu- 
sive rights,  may,  and  probably  will,  be  insisted 
upon  by  Great  Britain  as  her  exclusive  rights. 
And  who  is  to  judge  between  nhe  parties?  Cer- 
tainly not  one  of  them,  on  its  own  ex  pmru  evidence. 
It  is  a  matter  of  negotiation;  and  the  executive  de- 
jmrtment  of  this  Government,  to  whom  the  Consti- 
tutioB  has  confided  the  power  of  negotiating  with 
foreign  nations,  subject  to  the  subsequent  approval 
of  the  Senate,  has  notified  the  legislative  depart- 
ment that  a  negotiation  is  actually  pending.    Mr. 

B.,  at  coBtiderable  length,  argued  that  the  effect  of 
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this  bill  would  be,  in  all  probability,  to  obetmot  or 
arrest  an  amic^le  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
the  question  of  boundary;  which,  if  once  settled, 
would  remove  all  difficulty  from  the  passage  of 
such  a  bill  as  Congress  might  think  necessary  for 
the  occupation  and  disposal  of  the  recognised  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  B.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  replied  brief- 
ly to  the  various  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Limr,  Woodburt,  Morbrbad,  dsc, 
and  answered  each  by  applying  to  them  the  maia 
principles  of  his  objections,  as  already  aubstaBtiaUy 
stated. 

He  hoped  a  nujority  of  the  Senate  would  eoa- 
cur  with  him  in  the  suggestions  be  had  thrown  o«t 
as  to  the  inexpediency  of  this  measure,  and  give  a 
negative  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  ARCHER  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  de- 
clared his  willingness  to  go  on  with  the  few  re- 
marks<  he  had  to  make.  But  it  had  been  aor- 
gested  to  him  that  he  would  probably  have  to  ad- 
vert to  documents  not  at  present  in  the  Senate,  b«t 
which  could  be  procured  by  Monday;  and  he 
would  therefore  propose  that  the  bill  be  pasted  over 
informally,  and,  if  no  other  business  was  on  hand, 
he  would  then  move  an  adjournment. 

On  motion  then,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  David 
Irvin  and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  an* 
thorizing  the  issuing  to  them  patents  for  certain 
lands  purchased  from  the  United  States,  which 
patents  have  been  withheld  on  account  of  some 
informality  in  the  sale:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Commitlee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  fxirther 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Bosworth, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  very  nn- 
merously  signed,  from  the  county  of  Chatanqne, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating  agidnst 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  county  of  Warren, 
New  York,  numerously  signed,  pointing  out  the 
manner  in  which  small  debtors,  possessed  ef  fSOO 
or  |600  wontoof  property,  commit  frauds  on  thrir 
creditors,  through  false  appraisement  of  said  prop- 
erty, under  that  provision  of  the  bankrunt  law  se- . 
curing  |300  worth  of  property  to  the  bankrupt; 
which  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memerial  from  Fran- 
cis county,  Arkansas,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  and  docnmenti  fhm 
William  Wynn,  of  Arkansas,  concerning  his 
claims;  which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Tublic  Lands. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  on  leave,  introdoced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Lewis,  and  others  which 
was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  made  an  nnsuccessfnl  motion 
for  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  executive  basineas. 
Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday  nexU 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  January  37, 1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  memorials  firom 
merchants,  shipmasters,  and  others,  of  Bdfaat  and 
Wiscassei,  Maine,  asking  such  changes  in  the 
commercial  ajrangementwith  foreign  Governments 
as  shall  give  to  the  navigation  of  the  United  Stales 
such  terms  of  just  reciprocity  as  shall  moat  eondsee 
ta  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  McEEON  presented,  and  referred  to  te 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  foUowii^  pe- 
tition, praying  for  a  reduction  of  duties  on  piae: 

To  tko  Son^to  and  Howe  qf  IUpr$it$iUtioi$  ^li§ 
United  States  ef  Amend: 

The  undersigned,  interested  in  the  importatioa  and 
sale  of  the  article  of  pins,  respectfully  repreaentt 
That,  previous  to  the  extra  session  of  CoagnnSy 

in  1841,  said  article  was  allowed  to  beiBporto4 
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free  of  datj.  At  that  session,  a  doty  of  dO  per 
oent  ad  valorem  was  imposed  thereon.  At  which 
late,  said  article  was  imported  to  a  very  large 
ameaat,  yielding,  in  revenue,  many  tboosand  dol« 
lara  daring  the  few  months  that  the  act  was  in 
forcQ  that,  under  the  tariff  of  1843,  the  duty  was 
raised,  and  now  varies  from  51  to  75  per  cent. — 
the  higher  rates  being  imp<N^  apon  the  inferior 
ooalitiet,  which  are  principally  nsed  by  the  poor; 
mat  the  present  rates  of  duties  amoont  to  a  prohibi- 
lioa;  there  having  been  collected,  under  the  present 
act,  ie&s  ihan  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
duties  on  said  article  imported  into  the  city  of  New 
York  to  this  date.  Your  petitioners  furUier  show 
that,  as  they  believe  there  are  but  two  establish- 
ments for  tihe  maDufaeturiag  of  pins  in  the  United 
Slates,  they  therefore  pray  for  a  modification  of 
the  present  tariff^so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  pins 
ID  a  rale  not  exceeding  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

[This  memorial  i«  signed  by  85  of  the  leading 
■ereaatile  firms  in  the  city  of  New  York.] 

CHANGE  OF  THE  HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

llr.  RUSSELL  offered  the  following  resolution: 

JU$ohed,  Thai,  from  aod  after  the  SOUi  foetaot,  the  daily 
boor  to  wMch  Um  Home  shall  itaod  adjonroed  sBall  be  11 
Cdock. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  Speaker  an- 
Bounced  that  the  resolution  was  carried;  but 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  for  a  division. 

The  ayes  were  counted,  and  numbered  49. 

It  being  evident  that  there  was  no  quorum  prea* 
eat, 

Mr.  COWBN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  any  one  bad  any  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution. 

Bii.  FILLMORE  said  be  hoped  \he  mover  would 
consent  to  have  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  the  resoluiion  postponed  for  one  week,  as  the 
Committee  of  Way&  and  Means  had  much  business 
before  them,  and  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  them 
if  the  hoor  was  changed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  declined  making  the  nftodifiea- 
tion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
ohition,  by  fixing  on  Mooday  wefk  as  the  day 
when  it  should  commence.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  presented  various 
memorials,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  fbr  the 
creation  of  §300,000,000  of  Government  stock,  to 
be  distributed  ameng  the  States. 

PLAN  OF  AN  EXCHECllftR. 
The  House,  then,  upon  the  call  of  Mr.  FILL- 
MORS,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means  on  ihe  t nbjectof 
the  exebeqaer — the  question  being  *on  th6  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CusRiKO  to  amend  the  resolution  con- 
cluding that  report,  by  striking  out  the  word  **not.** 

Mr.  FILLMORB,  who  held  the  floor,  addressed 
the  House  at  length.  He  commenced  by  refer- 
ring 10  the  charge  which  had  been  put  forth,  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means,  in  proposing 
no  affirmative  action  on  the  subject  of  the  exche- 
quer,  had  neglected  to  discharge  their  duty.  In 
order  to  test  whether  they  bad,  be  should  con-. 
tent  himteif  by  referring  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  question  was  presented  to  the  committee, 
and  in  which  it  now  stood  before  the  House  and 
the  country,  as  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massacfauseits.  More  than  a  year  ago,  the  scheme 
was  firtit  submitted  to  Cocgresf,  and  then  referred 
to  a  select  committfe,  a  majority  vf  whom  were 
the  frieiuis  of  the  President.  Afier  two  and  a  half 
months  of  reflection,  this  committee  reported  a 
substitute  for  the  plan  of  the  Executivr,  dispensing 
with  iti  main  features.  If, then,  any  modificstions 
of  the  exchequer  were  wanted — if  the  Committee 
of  Ways  ao$)  Means  had  neglected  to  discharge 
their  doty  in  reporting  modiflcations  he  referred 
gentlemen  to  |hose  reported  by  the  triends  of  the 
Administration.  The  gentleman,  too,  who  made 
the  objection  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  neglected  their  duty  in  not  reportiog 
modiicatioos,  siaoe  they  could  not  agree  to  the 
plan  itself,  had  given  notice  that  he  would  move  to 
abetitute  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 


ry for  his  own  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  House  in  every  possible  shape. 
Now,  he  submitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  presented  the  subject  in  every  shape 
possible,  by  not  favoring  either  of  the  schemes? 
Thegenileman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusaiNo] 
had  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ^Siof,"  so  as  to 
make  the  resolution  of  the  committee  an  affirma- 
tive proposition.  He  would  state,  in  reference  to 
that  matter,  that  he  bad  himself  risen  and  proposed 
the  word  be  stricken  out,  thereby  making  ihe  reso- 
lution an  affirmative  instead  of  a  negative  propo- 
sition. He  could  not  see  the  difiierence  between 
voting  in  favor  of  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
exchequer  should  not  be  adopted,  and  voting  against 
a  resolution  declaring  that  it  should  be  adopt^.  If, 
indeed,  there  were  any  in  the  House,  who,  after 
the  many  discussions  which  had  taken' place,  were 
unprepared  to  say  whether  they  were  in  favor  of, 
or  against,  the  exchequer,  he  was  sorry  for  it.  He 
could  not  but  admire  the  manly  independence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  who  yes- 
terday told  the  Hou>e  that,  although  many,  of  his 
constituents  had  petitioned  fer  it,  he  mu»r,  after  a 
close  and  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  give 
his  vote  ai&ainst  the  proposition.  It  was  a  deter- 
mination resulting  from  anhonAt  conviction  of  the 
hearty  which  he  admired.  He  could  not  do  other- 
wise than  commend  the  spirit  of  the  man  who, 
when  he  found  a  measure  to  be  light,  resolved  to 
hold  himself  ready  to  sustain  it;  and,  if  wrong,  to 
condemn  it.  Nor  could  he  think  that  there  were 
men  in  the  House  who  would  take  shelter  of  their 
opinions  under  a  negative  proposition.  AAer 
some  further  i;emark8  upon  this  head,  he  proceeded 
to  an  explanation  of  a  position  which  was  taken  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  which,  he  understood,  was  misconceived  by 
some  of  his  friends.  He  alluded  to  that  portion  of 
the  report  which  spoke  of  the  power  of  removal  from 
office.  It  was  in  1835,  when  the  whole  subject  was 
under  debate  in  the  Senate,  and  when  he  also  ex- 
amused  the  subject,  that  he  came  to  the  conclu; 
sion  that,  where  the  power  of  appoinlmeni  was 
vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  in  that  case 
the  President  and  Senate  together  alone  had  the 
power  of  removal.  In  support  of  the  position  be 
maintained,  he  cited  the  reasoning  on  the  subject 
contained  in  the  Federalist,  which  was  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption  held  to  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution.  In  that  work  it  was  argued  to 
the  people,  when  the  Constitution  was  pending  be- 
fore them  for  their  adoption,  that  where  a  concur^ 
rence  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  neeessary 
to  appointment,  the  saaie  was  also  requisite  to  re- 
moval from  office.  The  Constitution  provided  no 
power  of  removal.  That  only  resulted  from  the 
power  of  appointment.  He  stated  as  a  remarka- 
ble fact,  that,  although  such  a  de(>ate  took  place  in 
1835,  he  had  not,  after  a  diligent  search,  been  able 
to  get  a  printed  copy  of  Mr.  Calhoun^  bill.  He 
found  a  manuscript  copy,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  among  the  archives  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  as  it  passed  the  Senate*  the  only 
principle  asserted  was  ihi^:  ii  repealed  the  law  lim- 
iting the  (enure  of  offices  xo  four  years,  provided 
that  the  only  limit  should  be  in  case  of  defalcation; 
and  declared  that  the  President  should  assign  hia 
reasons  to  the  Senate  for  any  removal  he  might 
make.  There  was  no  principle  in  it  which  tended 
to  limit  the  power  of  removal.  Now,  his  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  President  possessed  no  snch 
power. 

He  noticed  the  objections  wh.xh  had  been  raised 
to  a  continuance  of  the  present  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  on  the  ground  tbai  the  laws 
in  force  did  act  provide  any  place  of  security  for 
the  public  money,  and  also  that  taere  were  not 
sufficient  provisions  of  law  for  the  punishment  of 
embezzlements.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  argued  that  there  were  no  provisions 
for  the  punishment  of  defaulters,  except  such  as 
might  be  contained  in  the  act  of  1789,  and  the 
resolution  of  1816. 

Mr.  CUSHIt^G  said  his  proposition  was  more 
qualified;  and  made  another  remark  not  heard. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  alluded  to  the  supposition  en- 
tertained by  some,  that  tU  Committee  of  Ways  and  | 


Means  had  omitted  their  duty.  He  feared  the  House 
had  forgouen  their  own  action  on  the  snbjeet. 

There  were^  already  exisUng  by  law  ample 
checks  and  guards  for  the  sectirity  of  the  public 
money.  In  the  first  place,  ther6  was  the  law  ot  1789, 
which  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  me 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  aod  keep 
the  moneysof  the  United  States,  and  disburse  them 
upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  cf  the 
Treasury.  Mark  the  words:  ''disburse  them  upon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.'* 
Then,  what  nextl  As  to  the  medium  in  which  the 
public  dues  shall  be  paid,  we  have  (said  Mr.  F  ) 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  prescribes  that 
they  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury  notes, 
and  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks.  Thus  we 
have  (said  Mr.  F.)  the  provision  designating  the 
officers  who  shall  keep  the  public  money;  and  next, 
we  have  the  medium  in  which  it  shall  be  paid. 
Now,  be  wanted  to  know  what  more  there  was 
in  the  famous  exchequer  bill  which  came  from  the 
Treasury,  or  that  of  the  select  committee  of  this 
House,  to  secure  the  public  treasure  from  embez- 
zlement? Instead  of  calling  the  officer  who  is  to 
have  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  the  bill  proposes  to  call 
them  a  board  of  exchequer,  though  one  of  th<*m  is 
to  be  this  same  Treasurer.  First,  there  is  to  be  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  second,  theTreasurrr  of 
the  United  States;  and  then  there  are  to  be  three 
eommissioneis  to  constimte  this  board  ot  exche- 
quer. The  system  now  in  operation  was  but  a 
part  of  that  "one  idea**  which  provides  for  five  offi- 
cers, instead  of  one  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  who 
are  to  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  viz:  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  it  had 
been  raid  that  there  was  now  no  security  for 
the  faithful  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  therefore  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  neglected  their  duty  in  failing  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  Let  us  (said  Mr.  F  )  look  a  little  into 
the  law  on  this  subject.  Gentlemen  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  that,  in  repealing  the  in- 
dependent treasury,  they  left  the  penal  part 
of  it  providing  for  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic money  untouched.  They  repealed  the  act 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  receivers  general, 
and  the  public  buildings  for  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money,  together  with  the  provision  requi- 
ring the  public  dues  to  be  paid  ia  gold  and  silver; 
yet  the  penal  part  of  the  act-^ which  secures  the 
faithful  custody,  transfer,  and  disbursement  cf  the 
public  money— this  House  had  not  the  folly  to  re- 
peal. Not  only  did  they  retain  it,  but  thej  added 
to  h.  There  were  the  most  ample  and  the  most 
penal  provisions-against  anybody  who  should  use 
the  public  treasure.  In  addition  to  the  penalty  im- 
posed by  the  sob-treasury  act,  they  had  also  pro- 
vided for  the  evidence  by  which  guilt  should  be  as- 
certained— which  the  independent- treasury  act  did 
not  do.  Mr.  F.  then  read  from  the  act  of  13th 
August,  1841,  repealing  the  independent-treasury 
act,  the  following  provisions : 

^Provided,  alv>ay»t  That|  for  any  offeneet  which  may  have 
b«en  commitied  aeainst  ttie  provtaiont  of  the  Beveoieentti  aec> 
tion  of  the  said  act,  the  oflenden  may  be  prosecuted  atid  pun< 
Mied  accoiding  to  those  ororiaioiia;  uul  that  ail  bonds  executed 
under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  all  civil  rights  and  iiabll* 
iUes  which  have  arisen  or  accrued  under  said  act,  and  the 
remedies  therefor,  shall  remain  and  continue  as  if  said  act  had 
not  been  repealed;  anything  hereia  otmtained  to  the  conurary 
notwithstanoing. 

*'Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ff  any  oflicer 
charged  with  the  safeiceepinf,  transfer,  ur  disbnreemefit  of 
public  moneys,  or  connected  with  the  Post  Otfice  DepartmenL 
shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  ar  shall 
use  by  way  of  inreetment  in  any  kind  of  property  or  merchan- 
dise, or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  any  portion  of 
the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  him  for  safeiceepinfr,  transfer, 
disbursement,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  'embeulement  of  so  much 
of  ine  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  converted,  invest- 
ed, used,  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  t>e'a  felony; 
and  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  over,  on  demand,  any  public 
moneys^n  bis  hands,  uf>on  the  presentation  of  a  draft,  order, 
or  warrant  drawn  upon  him,  and  signed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  transfer  or  disburse  any  such  moneys 
promptly,  according  to  law,  on  the  iMal  requlrsment  of  a  su* 
parlor  officer,  shall  bepr^ma/ocieevidencs  of  such  conveision 
lo  bis  own  use  of  so  much  or  the  public  moneys  as  may  be  in 
his  hands.  Any  oflicer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
persons  advising*  or  knowingly  and  willingly  participating  in 
such  embeulemant,  upon  befog  convicted  thereof  beloie  any 
court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  siiall, 
for  every  such  oflbnce,  forfeit  and  pay  lo  the  United  States  a 
fiiM  equal  lo  the  amount  of  tba  money  embeaaled,  and  shall 
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ralTar  unprisoDdMM  for  a  term  not  I«m  Uutn  lix  montlis,  nor 
tnon  tlWB  t.vo  j^un." 

There  was  Uie  law  as  it  now  ui<5od.  Were  not 
these  pioifisiotis  penal  enough  to  sa'isfy  the  gentle- 
manl  Had  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means 
neglected  their  dntj,  in  not  imposing  greater  penal- 
tiesi  If  so,  he  wonld  poj^t  them  to  the  provisions 
of  the  famous  exchequer  bill,  and  then  see  it*  that 
measure  provided  belter  secorities  for  the  public 
money  than  now  existed.  Instead  Of  prohibiting 
the  public  officers  from  using,  investing,  or  loaning 
the  public  money ,.ihey  were  expressly  authorized 
to  do  it.  He  asked  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  neglected  their  duty,  when  ibey 
said  that  these  penalties  for  the  unfaithful  applica- 
tion of  the  public  money  were  ample,  and  far  bet- 
ter than  the  exchequer  bill. 

But  he  had  occupied  more  time  on  this  subject 
than  he  had  supposed  he  would,  when  he  com- 
menced. He  bad  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cdshimo,]  and  others, 
wUo  had  contended  thai  this  exchequer  was  not  a 
Government  bank. 

That  he.  might  not  misrepresent  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusets,  who  spoke  first,  and 
den  ed  that  this  was  a  Government  bank,  he  would 
read  hii  remarks  as  published;  and,  if  there  was 
any  mistake  in  the  report  of  them,  he  desired  that 
be  wonld  correct  it.  Mr.  F.  then  read  as  follows, 
from  Mr.  Cusajica^  speech  on  the  exchequer  bill : 

'There  exieled  now  no  bank  of  the  United  Slatee,  and  very 
few  specie-paying  banka  of  any  sort:  so  that,  now,  the  public 
dues  were  received  either  in  gold  and  silver  or  in  treasury  notes, 
'nie  wtioleeiilifect  waa  placed  at  absolute  discretion  in  the 
bands  of  the  Treasurer,  subject  to  ihe  final  discretion  of  the 
PreaM^Qt.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  came  lo 
Congress,  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  this  discretion— asked 
that  Conaiess  would  define  and  limit  it  Now,  to  an  appeal 
Uke  this  nom  the  Exeewlve  of  the  countnr,  what  did  the  Com- 
mittal of  Ways  and  Means  replvl  Their  reply  to  the  Presi* 
dent  was:  'No,  joa  shaU  retain  tbia  discretion;  we  will  not  re- 
litveyon  from  it,  unless  hi  one  specific  way,  and  that  only— 
▼fai:  in  the  form  of  a  joint  stock  charter  for  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suites.*  This  was  the  point  to  which  the  House  were  now 
brought.** 

On  this  assertion  that  the  President  had  come  to 
th|tt  House,  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  dis- 
cretion vested  in  him,  and  asked  to  have  his  power 
defined  and  limited,  he  would  appeal  to  facts  for  an 
answer.  How  had  the  P/esident  asked  to  be  re- 
lieved? The  laws,  as  had  been  shown,  required 
the  public  treasure  to  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  The  law,  as  it 
stood,  declared  that  if  that  Treasurer,  or  any  other 
officer  intrusted  with  any  other  public  money, 
should  use  it,  or  lend  or  invest  it,  or  in  any  other 
way  dispose  of  it,  or  who  should  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  it  over  when  required  to  do  so,  the  act  should 
be  tMen  and  deemed  to  be  an  embezzlement,  and 
should  be  punished  with  a  fine  to  the  amount  of 
the  whole  sum  embezzled,  and  imprisonment  for 
not  less  than  six  months,  nor  more  than  five  years. 
Now,  what  did  this  bill  propose?  Did  it  propose 
tb  put  the  public  money  m  the  hands  of  any  other 
poison  or  persons  than  those  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States?  No.  On  the  con- 
trary, iv  proposed  to  put  the  public  money  into  the 
bands  of  a  host  of  receivers;  and  not  only  that,  but 
te  put  in  their  custody  at  the  same  place  the  hoards 
of  private  individuals.  Did  that  look  like  a  de- 
sire on  his  part  to  be  relieved  from  responsibility? 
Thrice  did  Mark  Anthony  ofier  (he  crown  to  Caesar 
on  the  Lnpercal,  and  thrice  did  he  refhse  it;  but  he 
apprehended  that  the  fixecntive  had  come  to  that 
House  with  no  such  feeling,  when  he  asked  to  be 
relieved  firom  his  xesponsibility.  He  only  asked 
to  have  it  increased  in  a  ten-fold  degree;  so  that  not 
only  might  he  have  the  control  of  &e  public  treas- 
ure, but  of  all  the  private  funds  and  banking  of 
the  nation.  But  to  retnra  to  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  gentleinan 
said:  ** Again  the  comAiittee  insisted  that  the  treas 
ury  board  was  virtually  a  Qovemment  bank." 
Yes  (said  Mr.  F.)  we  did  insist  that  it  was.  The 
gentleman  went  on  to  speak  as  follows: 

**llr.  C.  had  often  been  surprised— jres,  and  humbled,  too— 
loobserre  hdw  often  words  could  be  put,  and  that  by  rerj  sensi- 
ble men,  in  the  place  of  things,  and  as  a  mask  for  the  thing. 
The' cry  was,  that  this  exchequer  scheme  waa  potfainf  but  a 
plan  for  a  Oovemment  bank.  Why,  so  they  roifht.  with  equal 
truth,  say  of  every  plan  in  which  the  treasury  of  the  United 
8  ales  acts  at  all.  If  the  exchequer  was  a  bank  because  it  re- 
ceived deposites,  then  the  treasury  ims  a  bank  too.  If  the 
exchequer  was  a  bank  bacauad  it  sfTorded  the  means  of  trans- 
fer and  exchange,  then  the  treasury  was  a  bank,  for  It  did  the 


same.    Before  we  undertook  to  object  to  any  measure  on  the 
ff round  of  mere  words— and  worda  too  often  intentionaUy  vacuo 


raffue 
Tr  their  import— it  became  us  to  analyse  the  thing.  Now,  Mr. 
C  poaiiively  denied  ttiat  the  exchequer  was  a  oank,  in  any 


senae  of  the  svord— popular  or  scientific;  and  ba  elialleoged 
genllemso  to  show  that  ttiere  was  in  it  anything  analogoiis  to  a 
bank,  which  was  not  equally  to  be  found  in  the  treasury,  eldier 
under  the  sub-treasury  law,  or  as  things  now  stood,  ft  did,  to 
be  sure,  perform  acta  Which  ware  in  themselves  the  same  as 
the  acts  of  a  bank." 
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Well,  really — as  the  gentleman  said — we  must 
look  at  the  intention  of  the  thing,  and  what  acts  it 
has  to  perform,  to  make  it  a  bank.  He  asserts 
that  this  is  no  bank;  and  then  concludes  with  the 
unqualified  assertion  that  it  performs  acts  which 
were,  in  themselves,  the  same  as  the  acts  of  a 
bank.  New,  really,  was  there  not  some  truth  in 
the  first  part  of  the  paragraph  just  read,  in  which 
the  gentleman  declared  that  "he  had  often  been 
surprised — ^yes,  and  bumbled,  too— to  observe  how 
often  words  couM  be  put  (and  that  by  very  sensi* 
ble  men)  in  ihe  place  of  things,  and  as  a  mask  for 
the  ihiog?**  But  the  gentlemaii  satd  that  ihit  was 
no  bank.  Had  he  attempted  to  give  his  definition 
of  .what  a  bank  was?  He  said,  to  be  sure,  that  it 
performed  the  fuoctions  of  a  bank;  but  still  it  was 
no  bank.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  J  have  been  some- 
what puzzled  myself  to  know  what  a  bank  is.  He 
bad  a  definition  of  a  bank  here,  which  he  had 
transcribed  from  a  work  lately  published,  called 
''The  History  of  Banking  in  the  United  Stales.'* 
According  to  that  definition,  a  bank  was  *'a  com- 
mercial institution  or  repository  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  money  of  individuals,  and  to  im- 
prove it  by  trafficking  in  merchandise,  bullion,  or 
bills  of  exchange;  and  may  be  of  a  public  or  private 
nature.*'  Now,  if  this  was  itie  true  defijiition  of  a 
bank,  the  exchequer  certainly  was  one. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  an  institution  or  reposi- 
tory, in  the  language  of  the  definition,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  receiving  the  money  of  individuals.  This 
exchequer  proposed  a  bank  of  deposiie  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  funds  of  individuals,  and 
either  to  keep  them  in  security  professedly— >how 
far  it  might  do  that,  he  wonld  not  pretend  to  say — 
qt  to  improve  them  by  trafficking  in  goods,  billion, 
or  bills  of  exchange.  This,  it  would  be  perceived, 
it  was  expressly  authorized  to  do;  for  it  was  to  deal 
in  bills  of  exchange,  by  baying  and  selling  them. 
There  was  the  definition  from  one  of  iha  standard 
works  of  the  country,  whicb  showed  that  this 
exchequer  was-  a  bank,  and  was  from  a  writer  who 
was  divinterested,  and,  so  far  as  he  had  given  evi- 
dence of  it,  without  prejudice  on  the  subject.  But 
Mr.  F.  did  not  press  this  definition  of  a  bank. 
A  long  time  ago  they  had  a  discussioa  on 
the  sub-treaaury,  which  was  created  for  the 
collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money,  by  means  of  the 
(3overnmeni*s  own  offers.  This  went  far  b^ond 
the  sub- treasury.  That  did  not  propose  the  bay- 
ing and  selling  of  bills  of  exchange;  this  did. 
That  did  not  Propose  the  receiving  ihe  deposites  of 
individuals.  That  did  not  propose  a  boaid  of  di* 
rectors;  this  did.  That  did  not  propose  branches 
in  the  States;  this  did.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
perceived  that  it  went  beyond  the  sub-treasury  in 
its  likeness  to  a  bank.  He  would  now  give  the 
definition  of  the  gentleman  of  a  Government  bank, 
as  given  in  his  speech  on  the -independent  treasury 
bill.  It  was  headed  "treasury  bank,*'  and  was  lo 
be  found  in  Gales  A  Seaton'd  Register  of  Debates 
for  the  year  1837,  vol.  14,  part  1st,  page  883.  Mr. 
F.  then  read  the  following  from  Mr.  Cusmivo's 
speech  on  that  occasion: 

"TREASURY  BANK. 

**Notwitbstandlng  the  disclamations  of  any  deeire  far  added 
patronage,  under  cover  of  which  this  projMt  is  introduced  to 
us;  and  notwithstanding  my  unwillingness  (o  suspect  the 
President  of  insincerity  m  this  matter,  still  I  cannot  exclude 
fh>m  my  mind  the  conviction  that  a  bank,  a  national  tiank,  Is 
Qm  *be-all  and  the  ead'all'  of  the  new  experimenL  We  be* 
gin  with  a  Israe  issue  of  treasury  drafts  having  circulation  as  a 
currency.  We  oroceed  with  yttt  larger  issues  of  treasury  notes 
expresslyframeatn  be  a  currency.  All  tlieee  have  got  to  be 
funded  hereafter.  Ultimately  they  may  be  of  large  amount 
They  not  only  constitute.  In  themselves,  the  basis  or  a  treasury 
bu)K,  but  a  sort  of  introduction  to  the  use  of  Ctovsrnment  pa- 
per as  the  paper  medium  of  the  country.  Advocates  of  the 
new  scheme  admit  that  Government  paper  b  to  be  the  alter, 
native  and  the  substitute  for  bank  paper.  The  sub-treasuries 
themselves,  when  thev  are  put  in  full  operation,  drawing  back 
and  forth  on  each  other,  issuing  and  receivin«  large  sums  of 
money,  and  still  more  frequently  issuing  and  receiving  one 
kind  or  another,  or  paper  credit  based  on  the  Government  de- 
positas— will  be  a  genuine  bank  in  everything  but  the  naoie." 


"la  everything  but  the  name  !*'  Oh!  what  was 
there  iu  a  namel  And  who  did  the  Hoose  sop- 
pofcc  gave  that  definition  of  a  banki  It  was  hb 
honorable  friend  from  Bf  assachnsetts.  [Laughter.] 
He  had  quoted  from  Gales  db  Seaton^  Debates  of 
1837,  volume  14,  part  1,  page  883.  He  did-  not 
know  but  he  might  instruct  the  House  by  reading 
further  from  that  speech;  for  it  contained  some 
good  doctrine.  The  gentleman  [Bir.  GnsBino]  had 
given  them,  in  that  speech,  some  good  notions  re* 
specting  Government  paper,  too;  for  he  had  cov- 
ered Ihe  whole  ground.  He  said,  in  reference  to 
Government  paper: 

"We  are  to  liave  a  paper  currency,  recocniaed  by  the  OoV' 
emment  of  the  United  States,  and  employed  in  lia  <lealing^  bat 
it  is  to  be  irredeenoahle  Government  paper.  Thia  is  tbe  newest 
new  humbug.  The  fever  fit  of  gold  money  liaa  had  its  day. 
That  of  paper  succeeds  it  If  the  scheme  were  not  too  latuoa. 
bly  abaurd  to  spend  time  in  arguing  about  itaeiioariv— ii  tba 
mischiefs  of  a  Government  paper^oMioey  curranor  had  not  had 
an  oui-and'Out  trial^  both  m  Europe  and  America,— I  might 
discuBB  it  as  a  question  of  political  eaonomy.  Bat  I  will  aot 
occupy  the  time ot  the  committee  in  iliis  wav.  I  am  aatooodad 
at  the  fatuity  of  any  sat  of  men  who  can  thina  of  auchapnriact. 
Has  Law's  MissiaBippI  bubble— have  the  bills  of.cradiioi  the 
colonies— has  the  continental  money  of  the  Cootbdnatiaii— 
have  the  aasignats  of  the  French  republic— Imparted^oo  warn- 
ing leason  to  the  present  genecatioal  It  is,  mMorioui^,  •f  all 
the  means  by  which  a  Government  can  ralsa  moMj,  iha  moot 
liable  to  abua»-  of  all  currenciea,  the  moat  imposHbla  to  Baln- 
tain  conformable  to  any  fixedatandard  of  value.  We,  hi  tha 
time  of  the  colonies  and  of  the  Ck>nfederation,  did  eveiytfalDg 
we  could  do  to  give  to  the  paper  of  the  Govammeni  the  owm- 
tiea  of  money.  Did  we  succeed?  Tou  know  that,  ia  spue  of 
all  Government  could  do  or  say  to  prevent  it,  our  paper  mooay 
went  on  perpetually  depreciating  in  value,  tmUl  a  hundred  dol* 
lars  of  it  could  acarca  pay  for  a  breakfast." 

Such  was  Ihe  description  of  Government  bank- 
ing, from  the  great  advocate  of  thatschen»e^  And 
there  were  some  other  things  in  tiiat  speech  lo 
which  he  might  advert;  but  he  would  yield  the 
floor,  rather  than  occupy  it  for  the  few  minutes  that 
remained  to  him,  if  the  Hou&e  were  ready  to  take 
tlie  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  reminded  the  House  that  ihis  was  private-bill 
day. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  teUers,  and 
they  Were  orderetl. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  tbe 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 

and  they  wer^ordered;  and  being  takeB|  resulted 

as  follows — ^yeas  66,  nays  141. 

YEAS— Mesvs.  Allen,  Arilngion,  Barden, Bowne,  Bnmwux, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bumell,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman. 


uerry, 

Hastings,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hudson,  Charles  J.  tngeraoU^ 
William  W.  Irwin,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  laaac 
D.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Maitory,  Marchaod, 
John  Thomson  Maaon,  Mathews,  MitchelL  Morria,  Newhard, 
Parmenter,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  Rigga,  Rooaavalt,  Sasford, 
Saunders,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  £ftokely.  Owmaj, 
Jacob  Thonmson,  Tillinghast,  Van  Buren,  Wai^  Wtfar, 
Westbrook.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wood— SB. 
NAYS-ifeasrs.  Adams,  IjandaffW.  Aodrew^flbedook  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aiherton,  Aycrin,  Babcod(,  Baker,  Bar* 
nard.  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidhick,  Biidseye,  Black,  ttahr,  Board- 
man,  Botts,  Bri^n  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burke,  Williapi  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  CaM- 
well,  Calhoun,  Thotnaa  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Qary,  Cbilda, 
Chittenden.  John  C.  Claik,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  ChflTord,  Colquiti, 
Cranaton,  Cravena,  Dawson,  Dean,  Debeiry,  Doig,  Baatman, 
John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John 
G.  Ployd.  A.  Lawrence  Poster,  Gatra,  Gentry,  Giddincs,  Gor* 
don,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  GusUne,  Hail.  Ha]sMd,Havi^ 
Henry,  Houck,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Joaaob  B. 
IngersoU,  Jamea  Irvin,  Jack,  Jamea.  John  W.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Kina,  Lane,  Linn,  LinlefieldL  Lowell,  Abraham 
McCleUan,  Robert  McClellaa,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKaoo, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Samaon  Mason,  MaUiiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morrow.  OaboDe, 
Owalay.  Partridge,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  PowelL  Ramsey, 
Beoiamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolpb,  Bead^ 
Redina.  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Wm.  Russell,  James  M. 
Russell,  Saltonatall,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  8lade,Tniman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stnait, 
Summers,  John  B. Thompson,  Richard  W. TbompaoiLToland, 
Tomlinson,  Trlplett,  Trotti,  Tumey.  Underwood,  Wallace, 
Wanren,  Washlnaton,  Edwaid  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Christopher  H.  Williams^  Yorke,  Auguatua  Young,  aa4  John 
Young— 141. 

8o  the  resolutions  were  not  laid  on  the  table* 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  tbe  pretrioos  qoea- 
tioD,  and  tellers  were  called  and  ordered. 

Mr.  GUSHING  withdrew  his  amendnMit  to 
strike  ont  the  word  **not*'  from  th%reaoliiiioo  of 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^, 
which  affirmed  that  it  was  *'not"  expedient  to  adopt 
the  Ezecative  plan  of  tbe  exchequer. 

Mr.  BoAaDMAN  and  Mr.  Rxad  were  then  ap- 
pointed tellers  to  take  tbe  fote  on  seoonding  i&e 
dt^mand  for  tbe  previous  question;  and  they  re- 
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ported  98  in  the  affimnative,  and  75  in  tbe  negative; 
so  there  was  a'  second.  The  ibain  qaestion  was 
aiso  ordered  to  be  pat.  The  question  then  re« 
enrred  on  the  resolntioa  of  the  minority  of  the 
eoomitiee,  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Atbxrton, 
in  the  fdlowing  words: 

And  that  tbe  Committae  of  Wayi  and  Meaw  be  ioitnicted 
to  briog  In  a  Mil  rsgrtilAtiog  the  coUectkm,  lafekaeping,  traoafer, 
and  dtfbunamem  of  the  pabJic  mone^  in  luch  a  maniMr  aa 
ibalL  mAt  aa  poaaible,  ■ubetitute  proviiiona  of  law  for  execa- 
tfredicreCioQ  in  the  managemmt  of  the  fiaancei;  shall  prerent 
the  moneya  of  the  people  from  betng  naad  for  parpoaea  of 
pnnla  ■pacttlatkm  and  emolaaient,  and  aball  render  the  Got- 
eroment  independent  of  the  agency  and  Influeooe  of  moneyed 
corporatlona. 

Mx.  PICKENS  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
^t  was  not  a  substitute  for,  hat  an  addition  to,  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

ne  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows— yeas 
105,  nays  116. 


XBA^-McMn.  Arrington,  Atherton,  BoeMn.  Bidkck, 
Black,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlaa  Brown, 
Bnifca,  WiUiam  O.  BaUer,  Green  W.  CaldwelLP.  C.  Caldwell, 
Cmj,  9""7^  Chapman,  Cliflbid,  Clinton,  Colea,  Colgaitt, 
Cioa%  C«flhin&  Daniel,  Ricbard  D.  Darls,  Daww>n,  Dean, 
Bonn,  Doig^  Kaatnian,  John  C.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  Ferris, 
Jalyi  6.  Floyd,  Cbariea  A.  Floyd,  Pornanee,  Thomaa  F.  Foater, 
''— Ti.CgittB*,  William  O.  Goods,  Gordoq,  GuaUi^  Owio, 
Hami,  Hastings^  Haya,  Hopkina,  uouclr,  Houaion, 
Hoater,  Charles  J.  Ingenotl,  WiUiam  W.  Irwin,  Jack, 
Gteve  Inhnana,  Jolin  W.  Jonee,  toaae  D.  Jonea,Kaioi,  Andrew 
Kennedy.  Lewis,  LitUefield,  LowelL  Abraham  McCleilan, 
JtobwtMcCleUan,,  McKay,  McKeou,  Halloify,  Marchand,  Al- 
fred  IbnIkaB.  Jbhn  Thomson  Mason,  Mathewa,  Medill.  Miller, 
Newhard,  Oiirer.  Parmenter,  Paitrklfe,  Payne,  rickena, 
Bead,  Reding,  Rencher.  Reynolda,  lUML  RiOB,  Rogers, 
Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Baimders,  Seweli,  Shields.  WilUam  Smith, 
Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thempsoo,  Trotti, 
Tuney,  Van  Bono,  Ward,Wattecson,  Waller,  WestbitMk,  and 
Wood-106.        -^        -»  •-~»  I  > 

NATS— Meora.  Adams,  Allen,  LandalT  W.  Andrawa,  Sher- 
lock J.  Aadrewa,  Arnold,  Aycrlgg,  Babcoek,  Bakbr,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Btrdaeya,  Blair,  fioacdman,  Borden,  Botta,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Bronson.  fifllton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown.  BumeJl, 
William  Batter,  Caihoan.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  C«rutliers, 
Chlkb,  Obilieaden,  John  C.Clark.  Statey  N.  Clarke,  Cowen, 
Cianalan,  CraTaoa,  Oarreu  Davis,  Deberry,John  Edwards, 
'Everett,  Fessendeo,  Filhnore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Granger, 
Green.  Hall,  Henry,  Howard,  Hadsoo,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  la- 
genoO.  James  Irvin,  Jamea,  William  Cost  Johnson,  John  P. 
Keoneoy,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  Ma- 
thio^  Mattock^  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Blariwetber,  Mitchell, 
Moare,  Moonan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce, 
Pendleton.  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rideway,  Rodney.  William  Roasell,  James 
M.  RiMsall,  flaltimstall,  8heppard,Jlade,  Traman  Sooitb,  Stan- 
hr,  Stokely, 
SommerB,! 
aoa,  Tilltnahi 

derwood  Wallaoe,  Warren,  Washington,'  Edward  D.  White, 
JoasphL.  White.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WU- 
Uama,  Jooeph  L  Williams,  Winthrop,  Torke,  Anguslus 
Tooog,  and  John  Yonng— 116. 

The  question  then  cane  up  on  the  "adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  triz: 

Aesolvad;  That  tlie  plan  of  an  exchequer  presented  to  Con- 
oesaiy  iha  Bearetaiy  of  the  Treasury  at  the  last  season  of 
Cnngwas,  sotkied  "A  bill  amendatory  of  the  oaveral  acta  estab* 
UahlngtheTjreaaory  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

And,   the   roll  hariog  been  called,  the  rei^alt 
193,  nays  19,  as  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landalf  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atharton,  Aycrigg,  Bab- 
cock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  BIrdssyo,  Black,  Blair, 
Boanlman,  Bocts,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs.  Brock  tray,  Dronson, 
AaroQ  V,  ftiown,  Jnilton  Brown,  Cbariea  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burke,  Buroell,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Buiier, 
Calhoun,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Caruttiera,  Cary,  Casey,  Chap. 
nan,  CbHda,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clarl^  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
CUflord,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Cranston,  Craveoa,  Croea, 
DanieL  Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawaoo,  Dean,  De- 
berry,  Doao,  Doig.  Eaetman,  John  Edwarda,  John  C.  Bdwurde, 
Bjbart,  Everett,  Ferris,  rasenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Eauance,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
Winiam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  GusUne, 
Gwip,  ilall,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Hoock,  Houston,  Howard, 
Hutilurd,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  In^ersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersell, 
Ismes  Irvin,  Jantes,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Lewis,  Linn,  LitUefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McCleilan,  Robert  McCleilan,  McKay,  McKennan, 
MeKeoo,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Allied  Marshall,  Staunsoo  Mason, 
Jaba  Thomson  Haaon,  Mathiot,  Mathews,  Matujcks,  Maxwell, 
■ay oard,  Medill,  Meriwether.  Miller,  Hiichell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osbom&  Owsley  parmenter,  Par* 
Iridaa,  nmM,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Fickeos,  Powell, 'Ramsey, 
Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Read,  Red- 
lOft  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rigga,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Roose- 
Wh,  William  RuBsell,  James  M.  Rusaell,  SaltonetalT.  Saunders, 
Bewail,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sprigg,  Stanly.  Steenrod,  Stokoly,  Siratton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T._  Stuart,  Summera,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Talia- 
IMM,  John  BVhompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
TMaipaon.  Toland,  TomUason,  TVIplett,  TronI,  Trumbull, 
TvMy,  underwood,  Van  Bnran,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren, 
WMh&ijnmi,  Waller,  Wesibrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
WhitnTghnalopher  H.  WUUams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wood, 
Ymastu  Aiwastaa  Young,  and  John  Young— 198. 

ftAYfl  liia«i.BaHon,  Boiden,  Bowna,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Go«wn,  CMliing,  Tbomas  F«  Foater,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Hal- 


slad,  Hudson,  William  W.  frwin;  WiUiam  Coat  Johnaon,  Isaac 
D.  Jonea,  Morria,  Renehei^  TUlinghaat,  Thomas  W.  Williams^ 
and  Winthrop— la 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BURNBLL  OMved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vole  jhst  giveb,  and  sapporied  his  motion  with 
some  remarks;  which,  from  the  noiae  in  the  hall, 
the  reporter  could  not  cateh  distinctly  enough  to 
report.  After  he  concluded,  be  withdrew  his  bkh 
tion. 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INQERSOLL  renewed  the 
motion 'for  reconsideration.  The  first  part  of  Mr. 
Inokrsoll^  remarloi  were  entirely  ioandible  to  the 
reporter,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  he  spoke 
from.  When  heard,  he  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  monetary  concerns  of  the  nation  belonged  to 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  he  desired  to 
see  the  day  when  that  sentiment  shall  prevail  in  «H 
parts  ef  the  country.  It  would  tend  more  to  the 
settlement  of  our  difficulties,  the  tranqhillity  of  par- 
ties, and  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
tjry,  than  anything  else  that  had  been  proposed.  ^ 

In  the  Outset  of  his  remarks,  he  would.  pFemise 
that  he  opposed  any  measure  presented  by  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  with  great  reluctance, 
because  be  felt  under  obligations  to  him  for  several 
of  his  public  acts  since  he  had  been  in  the  Execu- 
tive chair.  He  felt  thus  both  as  a  Representative 
and  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  would 
be  happy  if  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  coincide  with 
him  in  the  measures  he  proposed.  He  would  fur- 
ther take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he  felt  under  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  President  of  (he 
United  States,  for  proving  to  this  country  a  truth 
which  it  had  not  before  been  awakened  to.  It  bad 
been  said,  as  a  matter  of- reproach  to  the  President, 
by  a  distinguished  gentleman,  that  he  was  a 
President  without  a  party.  He  would  not  say 
whether  it  was  desirable  or  not  that  a  Presi- 
dent should  have  a  party;  but  this  he  would  say, 
that  Mr.  Tyler  had  been  the  instrument — ^possibly 
the  unconscious  instrument-»of  teaching  these 
United  States  of  America  that  there  was  a  virtue 
in  their  Constitution  that  they  had  not  bren  aware 
of;  that  the  great  functions  of  the  Qovernment,  ez^ 
eeutive,  judicial,  and  legislative,  might  be  admin- 
istered by  the  demise  of  the  Chief  Magi&trate*e 
bringing  to  the  Executive  chair  a  gentleman  not 
intended  for  it.  No  man  could  contemplate  the 
event  without  perceivisg  that,  in  this  new  and  dif- 
ficult aspect  of  our  Constitution,  everything  worked 
well.  He  did  not  mean  to  speak  in  reference  to 
party  measures,  for  he  was  aware  that  many  dis- 
approTid  of  what  had  been  done  ant^what  had 
not  been  done;  but  he  meant  to  say  that,  in  this 
new  state  of  things,  there  was  no  check  to  the 
working  of  our  system  of  government,  and  it  had 
gone  on  prosperously  as  heretofore.  Though 
in  the  condition  S(  parties,  the  aspect  of  things 
might  be  changed,  yet,  without  extolling  the 
present  President,  he  wished  the  community 
to  understand  that,  at  all  times,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment,  or  the  fonciicns  of  this  Government,  had 
been  performed  as  usual;  and  we  find  true  what 
Mr.  Jefferson  said — that  this  was  the  strongest  Gov 
ernment  in  the  world.  He  regretted,  because  of 
his  personal  relations  with  the  President — which 
were  of  the  mcst  bind  and  friendly  natnre-^that 
he  ^s  compelled  to  oppose  any  measure  presented 
by  htm  to  this  House;  yet  he  had  determined  that 
he  would  take  the  earliest  oppoitunity,  not  only  of 
opposing  this  exchequer  plan,  proposed  by  ilie 
President,  but  he  would  take  leave  to  add,  as  a 
matter  of  further  opposition  to  him,  that  it  had 
been  proposed  by  the  Executive  at  all.  The  act 
of  1789,  which  had  been  brought  into  view  to- 
day, for  the  first  lime,  was  perhaps  not  as  fa- 
miliar to  gentlemen  as  it  ought  t»  be.  He 
bad  studied  it  with  care,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  act  of  Hamilton,  Ellsworth, 
Ames,  and  others,  framed  by  those  who  aided  in 
framing  the  Constitution,  contained  the  germe  and 
basis  of  all  we  wanted;  and  that  it  was  by  depart- 
ing from  that  germe  and  basis  our  subsequent  diffi- 
culties had  arisen.  It  was  by  going  back  aa  far 
as  possible  to  that  act,  that  the  difiteulties  nndef 
which  we  now  labor  are  to  be  overcooM.  Now 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  referring  to  the 


iudependent  treasury.  He  had  voted  for  it  when 
it  was  paaaed  into  a  law,  and  be  had  voted  for  it 
Id  day;  but  he  was  not  exclusively  weddai  to  4y. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  nerer  should  have 
been  made  an  Executive  or  party  'question;  and 
that  all  we  wanted  was  to  insist  on  the 
principle  contained  in  it.  The  act  of  1709 
was  infinitely  better  than  the  sub-treasury, 
and  possessed  within  itself  all  we  want- 
ed. We  had,  therefore,  nertiing  to  do  but  to 
go  back  to  that  fVom  whtdi  the  convulsioas  of  par* 
tieahad  driven  us.  Shortly  after  that  act  was 
passed,  the  Bank  ^of  the  United  States  went 
mto  operation;  and  howl  Mr.  I.  here  recitrd  the 
neaolntion  of  Congress,  whkh,  be  bbSA^  .was  eon- 
atmed  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary  to 
report  a  plan  for  a  national  hank  tt  the  next  aea- 
sion;  ana  the  consequence  was,  a  bank  becaaM  for 
a  long  time  the  keeper  and  disburser  of  the  p«bBc 
funds,  and,  in  the  lamentable  inata#ca  of  the  aeaond 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  became  the  desfMt 
of  the  Government.  Immediately  after  ihe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  came  the  Stale 
banks.  The  United  States  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  begun  under  the  Auspices  of 
a  highly  distinguished  gentleman,  whose  friend- 
ship he  bad  the  happiness  to  enjoy;  and  the 
Manhattan  Bank,  as  he  had  always  understood, 
was  commenced  under  the  auspices  df  the  (hen  Vice 
Prrsident  of  the  United  Slates.  Both  these  banks 
Were  established  to-  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
national  bank.  Things  went  on  for  yean^  in  the 
same  way,  under  the  suspensions  in  England,  and 
expansions  and  contractions  in  this  countrv,  till  this 
Government  was  nearly  hmkid  to  destruction.  He 
would  say  again,  that  the  oonvalaiAn  of  parties 
>ad  thrown  us  back  again,  upoa  the  act  of  1789,  for 
there  waa  but  little  left  of  the  sub^ceasury.  Lei  us, 
then,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  be  cautious  how  we  take  a  single 
atep  beyond  that;  let  us  look  well  what  we  do.  What 
did  the  Execu  ti ve  reoommend  to  them)  He  leeom- 
mended  a  treasury  bank;  and  though,  for  his  awn 
part,  he  bad  never  been  able  to  understand  the  horror 
expressed  for  such  an  instituiioB  by  many  honocaUe 
men  of  the  coontcy,  yet  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
a  treasury  bank  was  much  to  be  deprecated.  He 
knew  it  was  the  opinion  of  Hr.  Madiaon,  as  well  as 
6f  many  eminent  men  of  the  country,  that  a  treaa- 
ury  bank,  with  a  paper  circulation,  and  with  the 
power  to  regulate  exchanges,  was  a  most  formi- 
dable and  most  dangerous  institntionJ  No  Gk»v- 
emment  should  ever  have  his  vote  for  such  an  in- 
stitution. No  Government,  with  his  vole,  shouki 
ever  have  the  power  to  issue  paper  at  all.  He 
could  not  vote  for  it,  unduly  preBsed  on  theniy  as . 
he  thought.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  being  in- 
fluenced by  the  public  press;  but,  from  what  he 
saw,  he  thought  the  Executive  and  all  its  branches 
had  made  this  project  a  favorite  object;  and  this, 
with  him,  was  a  ymy  strong  objection  to  it. 

After  some  other  observations,  which  were  very 
imperfectly  heard,  he  alluded  to  the  speech  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  delivered  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
Boston,  in  which  Mr.  Webster  said  that,  if  there 
was  any  subject  which  he  nndeiatood,  it  was  this 
one;  and  he  further -said,  that  he  was  a  tmltionist. 
He  (Mr,  I.)  denied  that  the  Seecuiacy  of  State 
was  a  bullionist;  he  denied  that  anyrman  could  be  a 
buUionist  who  would  give  to  the  Itosutive  <^  these 
United  States  the  power  to  issue  paper  money  ifaat 
was  not  immediately  convc  rtiblc;  and  yet  that  was 
the  project  of  Mr.  Welister.  Instead  of  such  views 
being  the  emanation  of  a  master  mind,  aa  they  were, 
called  the  other  day,  he,  (Mr.  I.,)  an  humble  aad 
comparatively  insignificant  individual  pronounced 
them  crudities  and  puerilities.  He  was  of  opiu'onthat, 
if  he  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  occupying  hisgreat 
mind  (if  great  it  were)  on  treasury  paojects,  with 
which  he  bad  nothing  to  do,  would  occupy  Jiisureat 
mind  on  what  was  the  legitimate  province  of  his  de- 
partment— the  extension  of  commerce  with  foreign 
nations^be  would  produce  more  good,  fo^  be  migot 
aid  in  bringing  the  exchanges  in  our  favor,  ly 
bending  the  energies  of  his  great  mind  to  that  sub- 
ject, instead  of  wasting  them  where  they  would  be 
profitless.  He  had  heard  it  suggested  that  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  State  was  before  long  to  leave  for  Engtaod 
on  a  sortfcf  Ashburlon  special  mission,  tomat^ea 
commercial  ueaty  between  England  and  this  couu- 
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tryi  and  be  [Mr.  ItraBifOLL]  would  send  him  on  tbat 
•iraad;  (qr,  properly  regarded,  it  was  a  gres  t  errand. 
He  forilitr  alluded  to  ibe  admission  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster in  bid  Faneail  Hall  speeoh,  that  a  United 
Slates  bank  was  an  obsolete  idea,  whieh  afforded 
proof  that  something  was  gained.  He  deemed 
aneh  to  be  gained  when  Mr.  Webster  admitted  a 
bank  to  be  an  obsolete  idea;  and  if  be  would  apply 
bis  talents,  with  those  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, to  doTelop  the  resources  of  the  country,  its 
prosperity  wonld  be  put  on  a  more  satisfactory 
foundation.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  other 
observations,  whieh  were  totally  lost  at  the  repor- 
ter^ desk. 

Mr.  I.  D.  J0NB8  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
assailed  with  cries  of  '^adjenm,**  ^^djoum,'*  and 
"goon,  goon."  He  said  ifany  other  gentleman 
wished  to  go  on  to  night,  he  wonld  yield  to  him  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  a  few  words  to  say, 
which  he  wished  to  say  to  night;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  could  have  bis  hour  to-mor- 
row.   He  wished  to  make  his  obserraiions  to  night, 
-  for  ihe  House  was  jn&t  waking  up  to  the  subject. 

.  Mr.  CAVE  JOHJKSON  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. N 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  willing  to  sit  until  can- 
dle-light, for  be  had  just  woke  up  like  Rip  Van 
Winkle,  and  he  wanted  to  explain  what  bad  bap* 
pened  while  he  hid  been  asleep. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  upon 
the  motion  to  adjourn,  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON 
withdrew  it 

Mr.  ISAAC  D.  JONES  then  commenced  his  re- 
marks. He  said  that  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
explain  the  reasons  for  his  vote  upon  the  resolution 
by  which  the  exchequer  scheme  had  been  con- 
demned— having  been  prevented  from  doing  so 
this  morning  by  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question.  He  referred  to  the  faet,  that  the  State- 
bank  systen  had  not  an  advocate  in  the  country; 
and  yet  it  was  the  only  system  cow  in  force.  Why 
should  this  system  of  keeping  the  public  money  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  operation,  when  it  did  not 
have  a  friend  in  the  country?  Congre^  had  twice 
shown  its  preference  fpr  a  national  baok;  but  that 
had  been  as  often  vetoed;  and  it  was,  moreover, 
doubtful  whether  the  stock  of  such  an  institution 
eould  be  subscribed.  He  preferred  even  that  the 
sub-treasury  should  be  adopted,  bad  as  it  was, 
rather  than  the  public  money  should  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive.  He  was  unwilling  to 
«  trust  any  longer  to  Executive  discretion;  therefore, 
he  had  voted  sgainsi  the  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  which  the  exchequer  plan  was  condemned. 
In  doing  so,  be  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
reooi^mendation  of  the  Executive  had  no  in- 
fluence upon  him.  He  did  not  look  to  the  quarter 
whence  the  scheme  came;  and  he  was  the  last  man 
in  the  Houae  who  would  yield  anything  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  the  initiailon  of  measures.  When  the 
House  went  into  committee  upon  the  exchequer 
bill,  he  should  express  his  views  at  large,  and  the 
reasons  which  wonld  induce  him  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  address  the  House,  because,  as 
the  '(godlike  Daniel**  had  remarked,  he  thought  he 
understood  the  subject  thoroughly.  He  would  not, 
however,  discuss  the  bill  which  this  mbming  re- 
ceived so  sianal  a  defeat;  because  it  would  be  like 
pouring  water  on  a  drowned  mouse.  After  an  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  and  a  notice  to  the  House  that  he  should  con- 
tinue to  call  up  his  retrenchment  bill,  he  moved 
the  previous  question, 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw  his  motion,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  explain 
the  cause  of  his  absence  this  morning,  when  the 
vote  was  taken  upon  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  consented,  provided  the  gectle 
man  fh>m  Virginia  would  opiy  speak  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  WISE  said  if  there  was  anything  which  be 
spurned,  it  was  the  suspicion  of  dodging.  He 
therefore  asked  the  Spesker  to  infoim  him  what 
qoestioas  had  been  taken  during  his  absence. 
Which  having  been  done,  he  said  that  to-day,  for 


the  first  time  during  the  se^on,  be  had  fell  the 
sensation  of  hunger,  his  health  being  bad.  He  re- 
tired to  the  lower  part  of  the  Capitol  to  snatch  a 
snack,  [A  voice:  '^BrniGos,  do  you  bear  thai?"]  and 
while  there,  he  fell  into  a  conversation  which  de- 
tained him  ^om  the  House  for  some  time.  To  his 
utter  astonishment  he  found,  when  he  returned, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J. 
InasBsoLL]  on  the  floor,  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  exchequer,  and 
matters  and  things  in  genersl.  As  during  his  ab- 
sence the  House  had  voted  upon  the  proportion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Athbu- 
TON,]  and  also  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  he  would  not  appear 
on  the  journal  of  the  House,  be  would  make  a  re- 
quest of  the  reporters  of  both  papers  to  record 
niifie  pro  tune  what  would  have  been  his  votes  in 
case  he  were  preif^nt.  Upon  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  he  should  have 
▼oted  ay;  and  secondly,  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Commiiiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  be  should  have 
voted  no.  He  hoped  this  declaration  would  vindi- 
cate him  from  any  suspicion  of  dodging.  Indeed, 
bis  constituents,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  knew  him  too  well  to  think  he  would  re- 
sort to  any  such  thing. 

'  Had  not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Am- 
vold]  put  a  limit  upon  bim  worse  than  the  hour 
rule,  he  would  go  on  and  show  the  reason  of  the 
votes  he  should  have  given.  He  stated  some  of 
them  yesterday.  Nothing  could  induce  him  to  vote 
for  such  a  proposition  as  that  brought  in  by  the 
Condmittee  of  Ways  and  Mean«;  for  he  well  re- 
membered hi^  indignant  feelings  in  1837,  when  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  brought  in  the  negative  proposition  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  estab- 
lished. He  then  held  that  it  was  an  abandonment 
of  the  legislative  doty  of  Congress  with  regard  to 
the  currency.  Therefore,  with  the  same  feelings 
of  indignation,  he  would  have  voted  against  this 
negative  proposition,  regarding  it  also  as  an  aban- 
donment of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country. 

He  then  referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inosrscll,]  and 
vaid  he  should  be  obliged  to  that  gentleman — who 
was  so  bold  as  to  say  that  Daniel  Webster  knew 
nothing  about  finance,  judging  by  his  Paneuil  Hall 
speecb«-if  he  had  informed  the  House  what  was 
his  substitute  for  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  said  the  law  of  1789 
with  some  modifications. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  this  was  anything 
but  a  definition,  according  to  Blaokstone,  and 
would  throw  open  the  whole  field  of  experiment 
and  exploration.  The  aci  of  K89  was  to  be  con- 
demned oa  many  accounts,  as  had  been  remarked 
by  his  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  I.  D.  Jones  ] 
Moreover,  the  exchequer  itself  was  but  a  proposi- 
tion to  modify  the  law  of  1789.  After  some  fur- 
ther remarks,  Mr.  W.  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would,  on  to-morrow,  go  into  committee 
on  the  exchequer,  calmly  discusv  it  on  its  own 
merits,  and  decide  its  fate  without  party  recrimina- 
tion,  or  reference  to  party  objects.  His  ten  min- 
utes having  expired,  he  concluded  by  moving  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  POPE  requested  the  gentleman  to  witfiilraw 
the  motion  for  the  previous  questioa  for  a  moment; 
and,  Mr.  Wise  (with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  An- 
vold)  assenting,  Mr.  P.  explained  that  pressing 
and  important  business  prevented  him  from  being 
present  when  the  vote  was  taken.  He  had  no 
particular  desire  to  vote  on  the  resolutions,  as  he 
could  vote  on  the  excheouer  bill,  when  it  came  up; 
but,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb] 
had  thought  proper  to  say  how  1^  would  have  vo- 
ted, had  he  been  present,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  do  the 
same  thing.  He  should  have  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  against  the  amendment;  for,  until  the  3d 
of  March  next,  he  was  bound  to  his  constituents  to 
vole  for  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
for  reconsideration  on  the  table;  which  was  car- 
ried, without  a  division;  and 

The  Hottse  adjourned. 
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Mr.  RIDO WAY  presented  tf  memoiiaJ,  signed 
by  41  members  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  asking 
Congress  to  repeal  the  law  which  removed  Hi 
summer  term  of  the  circuit  and  district  couts  of 
the  United  States  from  Columbus  to  Cinctanati: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  presented  certain  resele- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  relative  to 
the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  GILMER  presented  a  resoluti'bn,  (which  was 
agreed  to,)  calling  upon  Ihe  President  of  the  United 
States  to  communicate  to  this  House,  it  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interests,  any  informatioa 
in  possession  of  the  Government  as  to  the  negotia* 
tion  of  a  treaty,  or  of  overtures  to  treat,  for  tl^ees- 
sion  of  California  by  Mexico  to  England. 

Bir.  BOARDMAN  presented  a  petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  warehousing  system. 

Mr.  PICKETS  said  there  was  on  the  table  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  Petersburg 
Railroad  Company,  whic)i  he  desired  that  die 
House  should  now  take  up;  and,  if  the  Houss 
would  agree  to  do  so,  he  pledged  himself  to  move 
the  previous  question,  to  prevent  the  consnmptioi 
of  the  time  of  the  House  with  that  subject  Ths 
company  wished  a  decision  of  the  House,  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  COWEN  objected,  this  being  private  bill 
day. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  two  petitions,  sigoed  by 
Wm.  Gieen,  Abraham  Bebm,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  highly  respectable  Democratie  citiasnsof 
Berki  coooty,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Con^rettto 
create  1^200,000,000  of  national  stock  to  be  distribu- 
ted to  the  States:  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Assumption  of  State  Debts. 

Mr.  READ  presented  the  petition  and  doea- 
mvnts  ot  Lois  Robinson,  praying  for  bounty  land, 
or  half-pay  for  five  years  in  lieu  thereof:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Sewall 
Lake,  and  45  other  citizens  of  Buck^port,  Maiae, 
for  an  additional  duty  on  ^awed  lomber,  fire- 
wood, spars,  drc.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Darius  Dickey,  of  Jonesport,  Maine,  for  remune- 
ration for  services  tendered  in  the  capture  of  the 
British  schooner  Industry  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  Ihe 
Committee  of  Clai(Ls. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  appealed  to  the  House  to  lake 
up  the  bills  on  the  private  calendar,  yesterday  hav- 
ing been  occupied  with  a  subject  which  superwdsd 
that  order  of  business. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected,  and  moved  that  lbs 
House  resolve  itfelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  avowing  hjs  object  to  be 
to  move  to  take  up  the  exchequer  bill.  He  had 
been  so  continuously  reproved  for  not  doing  thii, 
that  he  would  in  future  make  the  motion  dai^,  un- 
til be  accomplished  his  purpose. 

Mr,  PAYNE  inquired  if  the  resolution  respect 
ing  the  refunding  of  the  fine  of  General  Jaekaon, 
was  not  in  order  during  the  morning  hour. 

The'SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  a  part  of  fba 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  if  not  set  aside  by 
a  resolution  of  the  House. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  motioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusn* 
iNo,]  and  it  was  nejEstived. 

Mr.  McKENNaN  renewed  the  moUon  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddwos,]  to  appro- 
priate this  day  to  the  piivate  calendar. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  sfter  being  modified, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  PICKENS,  so  as  to  take 
effect  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD    submitted  the  following 

resolution;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eomadtteJ 

to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  after  a  brief 

statement  of  the  necessity  which  existed  for  ill 

passage. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  ami  Bauee  n/>lujji>iuiilalftll 
of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Omgrem  iiwiiiiilfrf, 
Thfttin  allcaMawtier«aM>ldierofth6la«torTen»taUoiMU7«ar, 
wlio  waa  entitled  to  bouatT  land,  has  died  whhoui  ntiialaiig  a 
patent  for  the  land,  and  wWe  application  b  road*  \xj  Aptn  ef 
the  heira  of  tlie  docaaaed  aoidiar  (or  the  bounty  laiMl,  It  alNll  1m 
the  duty  of  the  proper  ofllcera  of  the  War  and  Treeiaiy  Da* 
paruneata  to  laf  ua  the  wanam  and  patantli)  tha  naoiaefibs 
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bdra  of  ihedeeMMd  •oMierj  wiihoot  tpeeifjioff  Micb;  aod  the 
puenc  foiniMd  in  the  name  of  the  heira  genemny,  ihall  iaura 
lotbebniefltof  the  whuie,  in  tucb  portione  as  they  are  ee v. 
emUy  todtied  to  by  the  lftw«  of  deacMt  in  the  State  or  Tenitory 
where  the  soldier  died. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  lor  reporu  from 
eoflunitlees,  and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  MeCLELLAN  of  New  York,  from  the 
Commiuee  on  Patents,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Stephen  K«  Jennings^  which  was  read  twice 
tad  committed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis* 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  a  grant  of  land 
in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  special  committee  heretefore  appointed;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claiaas,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of 
H.M.T.Mo«8. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  obtained  the  discbarge  of  the 
Commiiiee  of  Claims  from  the  petition  of  citi> 
zsns  of  Cayoga  county,  New  York,  prajing 
that  ihe  fine  of  General  Jackson,  which  the 
Presideni,  in  his  annual  message,  recommended 
should  be  refunded,  should  be  given  to  the  chil* 
drea  of  John  Adams. 

He  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  Senate 
biU  for  the  relief  ef  Sulker  &  Hill.' 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  several  adverse  reports;  amongst 
which  were  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph 
Bowler  and  George  Pool. 

Mr.  BRBWSl'EB,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
H.  Brown;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  TURNBULL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  moved  (^at  it  be  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  David  Jones; 
which  was  screed  to. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic BaiMiogs  and  Grounds,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Skirving;  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  documents  from  the 
War  Department,  communicating  information  in 
relatioD  to  the  appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with 
the  SioDz  Indians  in  1841,  and  the  anthority  under 
which  GoTemor  Doty  acted  in  drawisg  the  drafts 
for  provisions  and  goods  furnished  to  the  Indians; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  opon  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Howard. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  PINp. 

Hiis  sal^leet  next  came  up  ia  order,  on  which 
Mr.  PiTwc  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOTTS  requested  permission  to  make  an 
exptanatory  sutement.  He  said  it  would  be  lecol- 
leeted  that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
Bia  [Air.  C.  J.  IiiaxRSOLL]  addressed  the  Houite, 
some  days  ago,  he  laid  down  the  broad  principle 
that  there  was  no  legal  authority  to  puni&h  con- 
tempts by  attachments,  and  on  that  point  the  gen- 
tleman challenged  the  legal  knowledge  of  that 
HoQse.  And  when  he  (Mr.  Botts)  addressed  the 
House,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked 
him  how  the  eommon  law  became  the  law  of 
Lmiitiana;  to  which  he  replied,  that  the  common 
law  became  the  law  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
Pf^€»ely  as  it  became  the  law  of  every  other 
Suite  in  the  Union.  Since  that  time,  he  had  met 
with  an  anthority  on  that  point,  whicl  he  wished 
10  communicate  to  the  House. 

He  was  then  understood  to  quote  Gordon^ 
Digest,  article  106,  page  480,  being  the  14ih  sec- 
tioa  of  the  indiciary  act  of  17^. 

Mr.  PAYNE  then  resumed  the  floor, and  said,  on 
rising  to  address  the  House  on  this  occasion,  he 
feh  simiewhat  as  a  gentleman  who  addressed  the 
House  a  few  days  ago  £elt.  Ha  had  reflected  on 
tUs  qacstion,  and  on  some  parts  of  it  he  had  wished 
to  saj  a  few  n^rds;  but,  by  the  adjournment  of  ii 
from  day  to  day,  much  of  what  he  intended  to  have 
Aid  bad  passed  from  his  recollection,  and  he  should 
low  dad  it  ezeeediagly  difficult  to  strike  on  the 
train  of  ihongbt  which  he  had  chalked  out  for 
biaself.  Beaides,  there  wat  another  thought  in  his 


kind,  wbeu  he  b  fur«  wii>bed  to  addre^^  the  House 
Q  mis 
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on  Ibis  subject.  He  had  thought  that,  en  an  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  Houie,  there 
woukl  have  been  tound  no  difliculty  in  agreeing  to 
this  proposition;  but  he  bad  since  abandoned  thai  ez- 
peciatien.  The  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virgioia  [Mr.  Botts]  had  satisfied  lum  that  such 
were  the  trammels  of  party,  that  the  appeal  he  bad 
contemplated  would  be  useless:  he  should  therefore 
not  appeal  to  this  Congress  at  all,  but  he  should 
look  beyond  it,  to  the  American  people;  and  in 
making  bis  appeal  to  them— and  they  were  the 
fountain  of  all  justice,  as  of  all  authority  on  |>oli- 
tical  questions — he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
his  appeal  would  be  heard,  and  that  the  time 
would  come  when  an  appeal  to  that  tribunal  would 
produce  an  effect  which  would  so  operate  on  this 
body  as  to  force  the  passage  of  the  measure  un- 
der consideration.  When  this  question  was  ex- 
amined before  that  tribunal,  it  would  l>e  gaged  by 
the  square  of  justice;  it  would  not  be  asked  if  its 
passage  would  promote  the  aspirations  of  any  par- 
ticular  individdal  for  the  Presidency,  or  its  adop* 
t  on  blight  the  hopes  and  prospects  of  other  am- 
bitious aspirants,  who  may  be  looking  to  that  ele- 
vation. As  he  had  said,  it  would  be  gaged  by 
the  square  of  justice;  and  the  only  question  that 
would  be  asked  would  be,  was  Gkneral  Jackson 
justified  in  the  course  he  adopted  at  New  Orlean^l 
Was  he  justified  or  noti  If  he  was,  they  wonld 
at  once  declare  that  this  fine  should  be  refunded; 
but  if  he  was  wrong,  no  human  being  under 
heaven  wonld  desire,  he  (Mr.  P.)  apprehended, 
that  it  should  be  done.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Botts]  avked  where  General  Jackson 
got  his  anihority  to  declare  maitial  law  at  New 
Orleans;  and  as  the  question  had  been  asked,  he 
would  proceed  to  answer  it.  He  should  not  con- 
tend that  either  the  Constitution  or  the  laws  justi- 
fied General  Jackson  in  declaring  martial  law  at 
New  Orleans:  he  conceded  that  point.  He  would 
go  further;  and  admit  that,  so  particular  had. been 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  adoption  of 
coastitntions,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  constitution 
which  did  not  expressly  declare  that  the  military 
was  subordinate  to  the  civil  power;  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  contained  the  same 
doctrine.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  did  not 
follow  that,  in  time  of  war,  a  case  might  not  arise 
in  which  it  was  justifiable— nay,  in  which  it  was 
essential — that  a  commander  should  a^sume  the 
responsibility  of  declaring  martial  law.  The  pres- 
ervation of  the  army  itself,  and  of  the  country, 
from  an  invading  armj,  would  fnmi»h  circum- 
stances under  which  a  commander  would  l>e  justi- 
fied in  declaring  mariial  law.  The  ground,  then, 
on  which  he  predicated  the  authoritv  of  General 
Jackson  to  declare  martial  law  at  New  Orleans, 
were  those  grounds  of  self-defence  which  were 
paramount  to  all  written  constitutions  and  laws; 
and  his  defence  and  justification  rested  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure. 

He  then  eited  the  instance  of  the  invasion  of 
Florida  by  General  Jackson  at  the  time  the  ter- 
ritory belonged  to  the  King  of  Spain,  a  neutral 
power;  There  was  no  authority  for  such  invasion. 
Yet  the  country  was  inhabited  by  Indians,  who 
were  constantly  committing  depredations  on  the 
Americans;  and  who  were  incited  thereto,  and  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  by  the  English.  General 
Jackson  saw  the  necessity  of  invading  this  terri- 
tory; for  self-preservation  was  paramount  to  all 
constitutional  law.  The  Bang  of  Spain  earnestly 
protested  aganst  the  conduct  of  General  Jacteon, 
and  demanded  his  removal  from  command.  But 
the  General,  then,  had  an  able  champion  and  de- 
fender—a man  who  should,  at  least,  be  authority 
on  questions  of  constitutional  law  with  a  majority 
of  this  House.  He  referred  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams  ]  Mr.  P.  then  read 
an  extract  from  the  complaint  of  the  Spanish  min- 
ister, and  the  answer  made  by  Mr.  Adams  on  be- 
half of  this  Government.  It  was,  indeed,  diflienlt 
to  find  a  more  conclusive  and  ample  defence  of 
General  Jackson,  than  that  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  That  gentleman  then  said 
that  General  Jackson  was  governed  by  the  most 
enlarged  pauriotism,  and  by  a  pressing  necessity,  of 
which  he  alon^  eou|d  be  the  judge.  General  Jack- 


son did  judge;  and  the  consequences  of  his  entrance 
into  the  territory  of  the  neutral  King  of  S^ain  were 
well  known. 

Now  be  contended  that  every  principle  inyolTcd 
in  (be  invasion,  by  Greneral  Jackson,  of  a  neutral 
territory,  was  also  involved  in  this  declaration  cf 
martial  law  at  New  Orleans.  The  question  rtij 
naturally  arose.  Why  was  ii  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams  J  who 
was  formerly  so  able  a  champion  of  General  Jack* 
son,  now  turned  round,  at  the  end  of  thirty  yeatrs, 
to  become — he  had  almost  said — the  re  viler  and 
slandeier  of  him  whom  he  once  so  powerfully  de* 
fended?  He  would  not  say  that  the  feeling  evinced 
by  the  gentleman  had  its  origin  in  the  political 
contest  of  1838;  but  he  could  tell  the  gentleman 
that  others  less  charitable  than  himself  not  only 
thought  such  to  be  the  fact,  but  were  not  backward 
in  so  declaring. 

The  next  view  which  he  took  of  the  declaration 
of  martial  law  by  General  Jackson,  was  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the 
necessity  of  declaring  martial  law  alone  depended 
the  justification  of  the  General.  If,  therefore,  it 
could  be  established  thai  martial  law  ^as  nece»>a* 
ry  when  General  Jackson  declared  it,  he  wonld  de- 
mand the  passage  of  this  bill  to  refund  the  fine. 
In  order  to  do  this,  he  must  advert  to  the  facts  as 
related  in  the  history  of  the  times.  He  read  from 
Martini  History  of  Louisiana,  to  show  that  a 
large  number  of  the  people  of  that  State  we;e  al- 
ways adverse  to  a  change  in  their  government,  and 
to  becoming  members  of  the  Ck)nfederacy;  tlutt 
they  were  disaffected;  and  that  tbev  were  ready  to 
become  traitors  when  occasion  offered.  He  also 
read  from  the  address  of  the  British  commander, 
when  arriving  in  Louisiana,  proclaiming  to  the 
people  cf  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  others,  that, 
should  they  start  aside,  they  might  have  money  iu 
abundance,  and  a  good  price  for  their  productions* 
These  patriotic  individuals  paid  no  attention  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  British  commander;  and,  for 
the  honor  of  humanity,  it  was  to  have  been  hoped 
that  none  would  be  forced  to  aid  the  British  com- 
mander in  circulating  his  incendiary  publication. 
But  enemies  were  found  who  circulated  the  pamph- 
let, and  scattered  copies  of  it  all  over  the  country 
between  Mobile  and  the  Mississippi.  There  were, 
besides  this,  other  evidences  of  the  eiistence  of 
treason.  The  Executive  continued  to  inform  Gen. 
Jackson  that  the  country  was  filled  with  enemies 
and  s^es.  Even  one  of  the  colonels  was  tainted, 
and  contemplated  a  surrender  to  the  British.  He 
could  nut  say  whether  the  Legislature  were  infect- 
ed or  not;  but,  if  be  had  its  journal,  he  might,  per- 
haps, put  his  hand  on  one  or  more  propositions 
that  would  throw  some  light  on  the  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  had 
said  that  Gkneral  Jacksen  acted  merely  upon 
vague  rumor,  and  had  not  informed  the  public 
where  he  derived  his  information  of  the  treaaon 
which  existed.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  it 
would  be  remembered,  informed  the-  House  that  he 
never  read  but  one  law  book  in  his  life.  Proa 
tois  remark,  it  wonld  be  nothing  more  thaa  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  he  had  been  equally  negligent 
in  readtDg  the  history  of  his  country.  He  (.Mr. 
P.)  made  ne  such  charge,  because  everybody  knew 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  very  well 
versed  in  the  bistorf  of  this  country.  • 

Bdr.  BOTTS  said,  that  what  he  observed  on  a 
former  occasion  was,  that  General  Jackson  had 
not  gif  en  any  reasons  for  his  suspicion  of  the  ex- 
istence of  treason,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  B*)  had  yet 
ascertained. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  he  was  proceeding 
on  the  supposition  that  the  gentleman  had  omitted 
to  read  the  history  of  the  times.  It  would  have 
certainly  been  improper  in  General  Jackson  to 
take  the  course  be  did,  without  controlling  reasons* 

Mr.  BOTTS  here  inquired  what  history  the 
gentleman  had  got  his  information  from. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  from  Martin's  History  of 
Louisiana. 
^  Mr,  BOTTS  said  he  had  never  read  that  book. 

Mr.  PAYNE  resumed,  and  read  a  passage  con- 
taining information  of  the  treason  then  in  progress, 
communicated  to  General  Jackson  by  Cdoaei 
Duncan,    He  also  read  (to  ^how  thjit  (general 
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Jaeksoo  did  not  aet.oo  rugae  and  geoenl  sqs- 

SietoBs)  a  passtgt  ttom  La  Tour.  How,  then, 
e  asked,  was  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  be 
saTed?  How  defended  against  a  powerful  in- 
trading  enemy,  except  by  declaring  martial  law? 
QeneralJaekson  saw  and  felt  the  responsibility 
of  his  situation,  and  be  ordered  New  Orleans  to  be 
pnt  under  the  same  rales  as  a  military  camp.  It 
was  put  under  ganison;  all  the  avenues  coming  into 
and  goin^  out  of  the  city  were  blocked  up,  and  all 
communication  cut  off  between  traitors  within 
and  the  enemy  without.  The  next  tMng  was 
the  publication^  by  Mr.  Louallier,  oran  in- 
cendiary pamphlet^  the  object  of  which  was  to 
produce  mutiny  and  disobedience  to  the  orders 
of  General  Jackson.  He  was  arrested,  together 
with  Judge  Hall,  (who  became  his  accomplice,)  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson.  On  this  head  of  the 
subject,  he  would  remark,  that  there  was  an  argu- 
ment in  the  Democratic  Review  so  full  and  conelu- 
9ive,  that  he  need  not  say  anything  mdre;  but 
wotiid  content  himself  by  having  it  printed  in  his 
5peeoh  whfcn  that  should  be  published  in  full. 

He  then  went  on  to  argue  that  New  Orleans 
could  not  have  been  saved,  except  for  the  deelara- 
tion  of  martial  law.  The  forces  of  the  Americans 
amounted  to  but  3,000  men;  many  of  them  raw 
soldiers,  undisciplined,  inexperienced,  and  without 
proper  arms.  Against  them,  the  enemy  were  14,000 
stroiig,  ef  the  best  troops  in  the  world*  Hefreferred 
to  the  fact  staled  bj  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Cctshinq] — that  the  British  arma  were 
vj^orious  everywhere  but  in  America.  Every- 
where they  had  added  a  halo  of  glory  to  the  con- 
quering cross  of  St.  George.  The  condition  of 
Bogland,  too,  was  at  that  time  entirely  free  from 
danger.  I^e  had  nothing  to  fear  from  France. 
The  star  of  Napoleon  had  set.  There  was  no 
reason  to  fear  an  insurrection  in  Ireland:  her  altars 
had  been  cloven  down,  and  their  fires  of  freedom 
e^xtinguished  with  the  blood  of  Emmett.  Thus 
left  to  contend  with  a  power  which  had  torn  the 
diadem  ftom  the  hero  of  Austerlitz,  and  broken  up 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  it  was  the  Ameri- 
cans alone— the  Anglo-Jackson  blood — which  tore 
the  lion  from  the  conquering  flag.  He  might  say 
to  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans,  lovely  and  virtuous 
as  they  were,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  ihe  conduct 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  their  mothers  and  aunts  would 
have  been  surrrndered  to  the  lusts  of  an  infuriated 
soldiery. 

He  would  tell  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans  more — 
that  at  this  very  time,  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
refund  to  General  Jackson  the  fine  so  unjustly  im- 
posed on  him,  the  Senators  from  Louisiana,  in 
another  branch  of  the  legislative  body,  were  voting 
against  it— ay,  voting  against  the  remission  of  the 
fine  to  their  defender.  Let  that  go  to  them:  be  had 
no  further  remark  lo  make  on  that  subject.  He 
had  said  that  here  he  rested  the  claim  of  Generiil 
Jackson  to  have  this  fine  refunded  to  him—- not  as 
a  gratuity;  not  as  a  remuneration  for  his  distin- 
guished services;  but  as  an  act  of  justice.  He  de^ 
manded  it  as  an  acquittal — an  absolute  acquittal — 
from  the  aspersions  that  had  been  fo  foully  cast 
upon  him.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BoTTS]  said,  the  other  day,  that  Gkneral  Jackson 
had  received  the  amount  of  this  fine  from  a  sub- 
scription raised  by  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans;  and 
that,  instead  of  putting  the  money  in  his  own 
pocket,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  distributed  it 
among  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
fell  in  the  defence  of  the  city.  For  this  reason, 
the  gentleman  contended  that  ihe  Government 
should  not  refund  the  amount  of  the  fiar. 
Now,  did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  General 
Jackson  could  have  received  this  money  as  a 
gratuity  or  as  a  reward  for  his  services?  If  he 
had  done  so,  he  would  not  have  been  Andrew 
Jackson.  On  the  contrary,  knowing  that  the 
amount  thus  raised  by  the  gratitude  of  Siose  whom 
he  had  saved  from  the  outrages  of  a  licentious 
soldiery  could  not  be  restored  to  them,  he,  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  benevolence  and  humanity 
which  always  distinguished  him,  recommended  its 
distribution  among  the  wMows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  had  fallen  in  battle.  He  rejoiced  that 
thegenileman  from  Virginia  had  brought  ihissubject 
IQ  the  notice  of  the  House.  It  showed  that  theire  was 


a  deep  pen«e  of  gratitude  to  their  deliverer  per- 
vading all  clasees  of  the  city.  But  the  most  re- 
markable declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was,  that,  in  reading  the  history  of  General 
Jackson,  he  could  find  but  one  green  spot  in  his 
life.  But  one  green  spot  in  the  life  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  Why,  he  could  go  back  to  his  boyhood, 
«ihen  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  British  camp. 
While  there,  he  was  ii^lently  ordered  by  a  Brit- 
ish ofiictr  to  blAck  his  boots.  Did  he  obey  with 
the  servile  acquiescence  of  a  timid  and  inexpe- 
rienced boy?  No;  he  indignantly  retused,  and  tokl 
him  that  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  not  ame- 
nable to  the  exercise  of  such  authority.  Was  not 
this  a  green  spot  in  his  life?  But  again:  Look  at 
the  condition  of  the  country  during  the  last  war, 
at  the  time  when  General  Jackson  was  appointed 
to  a  command  in  the  army.  Our  cities  had  been 
sacked;  and  the  British  flag  had  waved  over  the 
walls  which  surround  us;  and  the  northwestern 
frontier  was  deluged  in  blood;  and  the  whole  na- 
tion was  in  alarm.  No  sooner  was  General  Jack- 
son appointed,  but  the  tide  of  victory  was  rolled 
back,  victory  to  our  arms  succeeded  victory,  till 
the  war  ended  in  a  blaze  of  glory  at  New  Orleans. 
Look  to  the  Greek  war;  the  battles  of  Bmuckfa, 
Talledega,  Eohota,  and  the  Hoi^e  Shoe;  was  there 
no  green  spot  there?  Why,  if  they  did  not  know 
the  intelligence  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
they  might  naturally  suppose  that  he  was  as  igno- 
rant of  the  history  of  his  country  as  he  professed 
to  be  of  law. 

Upon  all  these  grounds,  the  fine  should  be  re- 
funded; and  refunded  because  it  was  unjustly  im- 
posed on  him;  because  General  Jackson  acted  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case;  and,  if  he  had  not  de- 
clared martial  law,  the  wealth  of  the  cit^,  and, 
above  all,  its  helpless  fenmles,  would  have  become 
the  prey  of  a  brutal  soldiery.  Could  an  American 
Congress  hold  that  it  bad  no  power  to  refun  J  this 
fine?  Look  at  the  gratuity  of  |35,000  given  to 
the  widow  of  General  Harrison.  He  did  not  vote 
for  that  donation,  because  he  believed  that  this 
Government  had  no  right  to  make  gratuities.  But 
here  was  a  different  case;  here  was  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  be  performed,  and  money  to  be  restored, 
that  had  been  unjustly  extorted  and  withheld  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  Hull  was  paid  for  his  per- 
fidy and  cowardice;  and  why  should  General  Jack- 
son be  punished  for  his  patriotism  and  courage? 
He  disliked  to  speak  of  an  American  in  the  manner 
he  was  compelled  to  speak  of  Hull;  but  he  must 
say  that  a  large  portion  of  the  American  people 
declared  that  he  was  highly  tinctured  with  treason. 
This  man,  then,  was  rewarded  by  this  very  Con- 
gress, who  refused  to  do  justice  to  the  defender 
of  his  country.  He  a^ked  if  the  Aoierican  people* 
would  tolerate  conduct  like  ibis.  Again:  »  bill 
had  passed  the  House  for  paying  the  Massachu- 
setts militia  for  refusing  to  serve  under  the 
orders  of  the  Gteoeral  Government;  yet  the 
House  could  refuse  justice  to  the  man  who 
bad  shed  his  best  blood  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  the 
other  day,  very  insidiously  brought  the  traitor  Ar- 
nold in  the  debate,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  his 
case  to  that  of  General  Jackson;  and  repeated  the 
anecdote  of  the  American  who  said,  that  if  his 
countrymen  had  caught  him,  ihey  wculd  have 
buried  with  the  honors  of  war  the  leg  that  was  mu- 
tilated in  their  service,  and  hung  the  rest  of  his 
body.  He  could  well  retort  upon  the  gentleman, 
and  direct  what  point  there  was  in  (he  anecdote  to 
bim,  and  those  who  thought  with  him.  He  might 
say,  that  if  Arnold  were  here  now,  before  this  Con- 
gress, they  would  (ju  Jging  from  its  action  in  Hull's 
and  General  Jackson's  ca^e*)  pension  the  treason- 
able part  of  bis  body,  and  hang  up  the  leg  that 
wa."*  wounded  in  defence  of  the  country. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  Mr.  P.  that  his 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr. -DAWSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  Monday  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  organizing  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hpuse  a  com- 
manicaiion  from  the  War  Departmeat,  in  answer 


to  the  resolution  of  the  Slst  instant,  requiring  the 
Becretary  of  War  to  inform  the  Honse  what  (if 
any)  change  baa  taken  place  in  the  organization  of 
the  military  divisions  or  districts  of  the  tTnlted 
Statee  since  4th  March  last;  and,  if  so,  the  reason 
for  such  change,  dkc.,  dbc. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIABflS  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  icstmetions 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid'mg,  by 
law,  lor  the  abrogation  of  the  present  arrangemdit 
of  the  military  departments,  as  adopted  by  the  gen- 
eral order  No.  40,  issued  on  the  12th  of  Jn^r, 
1849,  and  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  two  mili- 
tary divisions  as  they  existed  immediately  before 
the  issuing  of  that  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  m 
structions  by  adding  the  following: 

«*And  also  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  commanding  general  in  chief." 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  had  no  dbjeetion  to  the 
amendment;  but  he  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man to  go  farther,  and  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  army  and  navy  altogether. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  that,  in 
time.  Congress  would  reduce  both.  He  believed 
it  essential  to  the  good  of  the  eonntry  that  the 
army  and  navy  should  both  be  ecmsiderably  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  accepted  the  amend- 
ment as  a  modification  of  his  resolution;  and,  in 
that  form,  it  was  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  a  report  from 
the  War  Department,  transmitting  245  copies  of 
the  Army  Register,  in  compliance  with  the  resohi- 
tion  of  February  1st,  1842:  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  Ihe  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  show- 
ing the  cost  and  progress  made  in  buildiDgthe 
iron  war  steamer,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, at  New  York:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LAW  FEES. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  officers  of  the  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Commitue  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton  was  taken  up  on  its  second  reading;  bat, 
objection  being  made,  it  was  laid  aside. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
pai^sed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  the  master  and 
crew  of  sa/d  vessel. 

*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abner  Lowell  and  others, 
owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  William. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bllery,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooners  Sevo  and  Ida,  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others,  owner,  master,  snd  crew,  of  thefisbiig 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Mary  Bradstrtet  and 
Amos  Tappan. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Knott  Martin  the  3d,  and 
Arnold  Martin,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  Unly 
Son,  and  others- 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker  and 
others,  of  the  fishing  schooner  called  the  Union,  of 
Dennis,  Massachusetts. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Knowles,  jr.,  and 
owners,  and  the  crew  of  the  fishing  sdioner  Garnet. 

An  act  to  set  aside  certain  reservations  of  hisds 
on  account  of  live  oak  in  the  southeastern  district 
of  Louisiana. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entided 
"An  act  for  the  payment  of  seven  companies  of 
Georgia  militia,  for  services  rendered  in  the  years 
1840  an<  1841,**  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU  entitled 
'*An  set  for  the,  relief  of  John  P.  Skinnert  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Gkeen,'*  was  read 
and  concurred  in.  * 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  read  a  first  sad 
second  time,  and  referred* 

4n  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  aad  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Missis- 
sippi. 


CONGltesSIONAL  GLOBE. 


S19 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  N.  Cniger. 

An  act  to  regulate  enlistmeDts  in  the  army, 
navy,  and  marine  corps. 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Al- 
exandria. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Riehard  Henry  Wilde. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad 
Company,  was  taken  np;  and,  on  the  question  of 
its  |taissage, 

Bfr.  RANDOLPH  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows — ^yeas  55, 
nays  9^    The  bill  was,  therefore,  rejected.  ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  movvd  that  the  House  go 
into  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  the 
private  calendar;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  MeKsNAMN  took  the  chair. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  Ogle 
Tajloe  was  taken  np  and  read. 

Mr.  WM.  SMITH  said  he  must  object  to  the 
resolution,  nntil  he  heard  aome  reason  for  its 
adoption.  Tlie  resoiation  was,  thetefore,  passed 
ofer. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  wardens  of  St. 
Pinl's  Church,  Philadelphia,  was  passed  over,  un- 
der  objection  by  the  same  gentleman. 

The  following  bills  weje  laid  aside  to  be  report- 
edi 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldron. 

A  bili  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gteorge  B.  Johnson. 

A  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Jacob  (3ray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Samuel 
Svartwent. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Barry. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mitchell. 

[This  biU  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  MBRIWBTH- 
SR;  bat,  at  the  earnest  appeal  of  Mr.  STBEN- 
BOD,  the  objection  was  withdrawn.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  W.  Angus. 

A  bili  for  the  relief  of  Blizabeth  Qresbam. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Powers. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G^eoxge  A.  Winslow. 
i  A  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Mary  Pike. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Kimball. 

A  bill  for  the  reliet  of  J.  R.  Yienne. ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Robert  A.  Kelly. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  S.  Eveleth. 
^A  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  te  cer* 
tain  settlers  in  Wisconsin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  P.  Smith  and  James 
Toang.    " 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  F.  M. 
Lewis. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  Mary  Neal. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Miller. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Monn. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgeeomb. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket  Steamboat 
Cempany. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fisher. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith. 

A  biUfer  the  relief  of  WilUam  Street. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Diey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  McGnire. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  Brown. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Patterson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Fowler. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Rhinalt. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sneed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Thomas  Weaver  and  Ja- 
cob Heyberger,  sureties  of  the  Norrislown  and 
Valley  Railroad  Company. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  S  and  M.  Riche. 

A  t>ai  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Brown. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  R.  Jennings. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirviog. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  Guest 

The  following  bills  were  passed  •ver,  objections 
seterallv  being  mad«: 

A  biir  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel  Homans. 

A  biU  fbr  4he  rdlef  of  Stalker  and  HiU. 


The  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  General 
Hernandez  was  passed  over  without  action. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDDINGS,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  several  bills  above 
mentioned  as  laid  aside  to  the  House. 

The  said  bills  were,  with  some  exceptions  noted 
below,  ordered  to  their  engrossment,  and  then  read 
a  third  timr,  and  passed  conjointly  by  one  vote  of 
the  House. 

The  following  bills,  though  reported,  were  \M 
over,  under  objections  made  in  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mitchell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wf aver  and  Ja- 
cob Heyberger. 

A  bill  (from  the  Senate)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwout  on  his  of- 
ficial  bond  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Norristown  Railroad  Company; 
which  was  not  agreed  to;,  but,  as  objection  was 
^ade  to  the  bill,  A  went  over. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKBNNAN,  the  bill 
for  the  xttlief  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida, 
which  #a8the  special  order  for  to-day,  and  on 
which  Mr.  Lbvt,  having  the  fioor,  intended  to  iM- 
dress  the  House,  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Friday  next^ 

OFFICERS  IN  THE  BALTIMORE  CUSTOM- 

HOUSE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
Inform  this  House  whether  any  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
number  of  officers  attached  to  the  Baltimore  customhouse,  or 
to  any  department  thereof,  since  the  1st  ofSepiemlier,  1811; 
and  if  any  addition  has  been  made,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  further  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  names 
of  such  additional  officers  asha^ebeen  appointed  since  the  data 
above  mentioned,  the  nature  of  their  duties  respectively,  (heir 
day.  and  the  date  of  their  appointment.  That  the  Secretanr 
of  tne  Treasury  also  inform  Uiis  House  what  necessity  existed, 
In  the  afTairs  of  the  custom-house  of  Baltimore,  for  any  such 
addition  to  the  officers  thereof;  and  whether  the  said  addition 
was  recommended  by  the  collector,  or  by  any  other  officer  of 
the  customs  of  Baltimore;  and  if  reconunonded  by  any  other, 
by  whom. 

COMMANDERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution: 

Ruohoed  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repreoentativea  of 
the  United  States  in  Congreaa  aaaemSledj  ThAt  the  first  pro- 
viso to  tiie  first  seciioiv  of  the  act  entitled  "An  actmalcinx  ap- 
propriatioos  tor  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1842,"  approved 
August  4th,  1842.  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  modified,  as  to 
allow  of  the  addition,  by  promotion,  of  four  commanders  in 
the  navy  above  the  number  limited  and  prescrit>ed  bv  the  pro* 
viso  aforesaid;  and  if  the  addition  shall  be  made  to  the 
number  of  commanders  as  contemplated  by  this  resolution, 
no  further  addition  shall  then  be  made  to  the  number  of  com* 
manders  in  the  navy  until  the  whole  number  ^all  be  again  re- 
duced to  that  authorised  and  limited  by  the  law  hereby  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  objection  was. made,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  state  that  its  object  was  to 
enable  the  President  and  the  Senate  ^  to  promote 
the  commander  of  the  late  exploring  expedition^ 
There  were  now  four  officers  who  had  precedence 
of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  whom  it  was  necessary  to 
promote  before  that  cfficer  could  be  honored  for 
his  services  in  an  expedition  which  was  productive 
of  so  much  good  to  the  country. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MALLORY,  Mr. 
MERIWETHER,  and  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

DEFALCATIONS. 

Mr.  BURNELL  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  agreed  (o: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  report  to  this  House  annually  all  cases 
wheroin  any  officer  of  the  Government  has  failed  to  settle  his 
accounts  for  the  currant  year,  the  canaeof  the  same,  and  what 

Siroceediogs  have  l>een  directed  in  each  of  such  cases;  also,  alt 
efalcations  which  may  have  talcen  place  during  the  current 
year,  and  the  proceedings  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
examination  and  survey  of  the  haibor  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  fiSNATE. 

Monday,  January  30,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tem.  laid  before  the  Sen* 
ate  a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  dt^cumeats  received  by  the  Caledonia, 
from  Umted  States  consuls  abroad,  showing,  in 
^comp1iance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
August  last,  the  cost  of  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States,  during  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September  last,  at  the  ports  from  whence  im* 
ported,  Ac.',  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabla  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
26ih  inst.,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  an  officer  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  on  the  subject  of  an  iron 
pile  light  for  Bartleti's  reef,  in  Long  Island  Sound; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  EVANS, 
from  Thomaston,  Newcastle,  and  Nobleboroogb, 
Maine;  by  Mr.  CRAFTS,  from  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont; bv  Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  NewporL  Rhode 
Island;  from  shipowners,  merchants,  and  others, 
engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  representing 
that  the  mercantile  navigation  of  the  United  States 
has  suffered  materially  from  the  effects  of  the  ex- 
isting treaties,  and  the  arrangements  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Hanseatio 
Republics,  Prance,  Holland,  Denmark,  Russia,  and 
Sweden,  respectively;  and  that  those  treaties  and 
arrangements  termed  reciprocal  have  not  proved 
reciprocal  to  the  navigation  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  asking  that  Congress  would,  so  far  as  the 
treaties  permitted,  make  regulations  which  would 
prove  more  reciprocal;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Coinmerce. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  two  memorials  fjrom 
citizens  of  Maine  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade, 
a»king  that  a  specific  doty  may  be  levied,  greater 
than  the  doty  of  the  present  tariff,  on  certain  kinds 
of  lumber  imported  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scoiia:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  they 
state  that  they  are  very  much  in  want  of  a  proper 
cnrreticy,  and  ask  Congress  to  issue  |300,000,000 
of  scrip,  based  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  to  be  divided  among  the  States  and 
Territories,  as  a  proper  and  ready  means  of  relief: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  fVom  Sarah 
Williamson,  a  widow  of  a  decessed  revolnionary 
soldier,  complaining  of  the  construction  by  the*de- 
partment  of  the  pension  act  of  July  7, 1838,  by 
which  she  has  been  excluded  from  its  benefit;  and 
asking  Congress  to  pass  an  act  reversing  that  con- 
struction, to  enable  her  to  obtain  a  pension r  referred' 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensionsn 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
the  bar  and  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  complainiog 
of  the  inconvenience  resulting  to  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sessions  of  the  United  States  courts 
being  held  in  Burlington  and  New  Brunswick,  and 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to 
be  holden  at  Trenton  for  the  futtire:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  six  memorials 
fVom  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
Congress  to  restore  to  Mr.  Kendall  his  personal 
liberty,  of  which  he  has  been  deprived  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  verdict  rendered  aga'nst  him  by  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  favor  of  Stockton  A  Stokec,  for 
conscientiously  discharging  his  official  doty  to  the 
United  States,  under  his  oath  of  office  as  Postmaster 
General. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  would  only  say  that  he 
believed,  with  the  memorialists,  that  Congress 
should  not  permit  Mr.  Kendall  thus  to  be  deprived 
of  his  personal  liberty  for  conscientiously  dischar- 
ging his  duty  to  his  Government  by  protecting  its 
interests.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  tlte  Judiciary 
Committee,  to  which  be  proposed  to  refer  it,  would 
forthwith  report  a  bill  granting  the  relief  petitioned 
for.    [Mr.  B.  was  here  told  that  memorials  heralo« 
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fore  presented  on  this  sabject  b«d  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims.]  He  belie?ed,  not* 
withstanding  snch  reference,  that  the  proper  refer* 
ence  would  be  to  the  Judiciary  CommiUee.  It  was 
properly  a  judicial  question,  and  the  remedy  should 
«ome  from  that  committee. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  petition  from  Farley 
D.  Thompson,  asking  to  be  relieved  from  liabili- 
ties incurred  as  surety  for  Chilton  White,  jate  post*, 
master  at  Lagrange^  Alabama:  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  ibe  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Central  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  asking 
remission  of  duties  on  such  railroad  iron  as  may  be 
imported  for  the  use  of  that  company  before  the  1st 
of  March,  provided  it  be  laid  down  witbin  the 
present  year:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CRITIENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  persons  of  the  United  Slates  residing  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  ascribing  all  the  distress 
and  embarra&sments  of  the  country  to  the  want  of 
a  proper  and  sufficient  currency;  and,  as  a  remedy 
for  these  eviN,  they  recommend  that  on  the  lands  now 
unsold  |300  000,000  ot  stock  be  isi>ued  to  the  Slates 
and  Territories  by  the  United  Siates,  and  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  these  latidi  b<2  pledged  to  tha 
redenipiion  of  the  same:  referred  to  the  G^ommitiee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  against  the 
tariff  passed  at  tho  last  session  of  Congress;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fmance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  G^eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,)  ex- 
pressings  the  opinion^- 

1.  l^at  the  present  tariff  of  duties  should  be 
modified,  and  that  duties  should  be  imposed  with 
a  view  to  revenue,  and  protesting  against  the 
principle  of  distribution. 

3.  That  the  repeal  of  the  independent  treasury 
was  precipitate,  unwise,  and  injurious. 

3.  That  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is  uncon- 
stitutional, inexpedient,  and  ought  not  to  be  re^es- 
tablished. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  reduction  of  postage  on  letters;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  a 
bill  having  been  reported  for  that  object. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
369  citizens  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  a^ingfor 
the  extension  of  a  portion  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  over  the  Oregon  Territory,  fur  grants  of 
land,  and  for  the  erection  of  military  posts  there: 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubie,  a  bill  for  the  purpose  be- 
ing now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Samoel  Raub,  in  which  he  represents  that  he  has 
discovered  an  cffecfual  mode  of  preventing  the  ex- 
plosion of  sieam-boilen;  and  with  a  view  to  make 
the  apparatus  (for  which  he  has  a  patent)  free  to 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  cause  a 
knowledge  of  it  to  be  disseminated  to  every  part 
of  the  Union,  whether  for  boats,  staticnary  enginei^, 
or  otherwise,  he  prays  Congress  to  purchase  the 
patent:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  M1LLER|  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Daniel  Q,  Skinner; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
with  an  amendment.  House  bill  entitled  <*An  act 
further  tocontmae  in  force  the  act  for  the  payment 
of  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Sates.'* 

Als3,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  House  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Rush,  and  fo^  the  relief  of  James  S.  Cal- 
houn. 

Also,  made  a  report  (which  waa  ordered  to  bt 
printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Taylor,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  WALKER,  f  om  the  Ck>mmitiee  on  Pnb<ic 
L-^nds,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutch- 
ins;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 


Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  were 
referred  the  resclniions  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  State  of  Missi»> 
sippi  to  appropriate  |95,000  of  the  two  per  cent 
fund  belonging  to  her  to  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  from  Jackson  to  Brandon,  reported  a  bill 
in  relation  to  said  fund;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ghudoq,  owner  of  the 
schooner  Two  Sons,  and  the  legal  representatives- 
of  the  crew  of  said  vessel. 

Mr.  LINN   presented  a  petition    from    Elias 
Knight  and  103  others,  of  Calais,  Msine,  asking  ' 
aid  for  removing  to,  and  settling  in,  the  Territory  of 
Oregon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Francis  Pellicer  was  taken  up,  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R. 
Williams;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  L.  Pome- 
roy,  and  174  other  citizens  ot  Pittsfield,  Massaohn- 
setts,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the 
memorial  and  documents  of  C.  Fox. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Russell  and 
others. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Twin. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  and  Banking  Com- 
pany, and  the  Grand  Gulf  Railroad  Companyj 
came  up  on  its  third  reading;  but  was  postponed  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  who  bad  made 
application  at  the  Treasury  Department  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  the  revenues. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  upon  mail  routes,  and  for  ihe  prevention 
of  frauds  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Po&t  Office  De- 
partment, was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

,  Mr.  HENDERSON  (who,  when  this  bill  was 
under  consideration  on  Friday  last,  contended  that 
some  of  its  provisions  were  unconstitutional)  ad* 
mitted  to-day,  after  further  examination  of  the 
ftubject,  that  its  provisions  might  be  constitutional, 
yet  he  thought  it  was  stretching  the  power  of  the 
Constitution  unnecessarily.  He  would  not  say, 
then,  that  the  bill  violated  the  Constitution  in  any 
particular  provision;  but  he  would  say  that  it  was 
not  doing  a  proper  thing  in  an  ea»y  and  proper 
manner.  He  approved  of  the  bill  so  far  as  its 
object  went  to  secure  to  the  Post  Office  Department 
its  legiiimate  revenue,  by  suppressing  these  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  routes,  and  preventing  the 
transportation  of  mailable  matter  out  of  the  reg- 
ular mail;  but  he  thought  it  was  interfering  too 
much  with  individual  rights  to  attempt  to  accom- 
plish that  object  by  imposing  a  penalty  on  the 
owner  or  owners  of  every  stage-coach,  railroad 
car,  steamboat,  or  other  vehicle  or  vessel,  which 
shall,  with  the  knowledge  of  any  owner  or  owners, 
ia  whole  or  in  part,  or  with  the  knowledge  or  con- 
nivance of  the  driver,  conductor,  captain,  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  any  such  stage  coach, 
railroad  car,  steamboat,  or  other  vessel  or  vehicle, 
convey  or  transport  any  person  or  persons  acting 
or  employed  as  a  private  express  for  the  conveyance 
of  ieitets,  packets;,  or  packages  of  letters,  or  other 
mailable  matter.  If  they  had  a  right  to  impose  a 
penalty  on  the  owners  of  steamboats,  stages,  and 
railroads,  for  transporting  any  individual  as  a  pas- 
senger, (which  it  is  the  duty  of  some  of  them  by 
the  laws  of  the  States  to  do,)  on  the  mere  suspicion 
that  the  individual  wax  employed  as  a  private  ex* 
pre^s;  they  had  the  right  to  go  farther,  and  impose 
a  penalty  on  landlords  on  such  roads  who  might 
entertain  or  harbor  said  individual. 

He  was  opposed  to  all  force  laws  which  ran  too 
much  into  the  regulations  ef  dvil  soeietjr.    Qe 


would  always  raise  his  Toice  against  ezle&diiig 
unnecessarily  this  interdict  on  society.  The  man- 
ner proposed  was  not  the  one  most  neeesaary  and 
proper.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  bill, 
but  was  opposed  to  Congress  laying  out  its  ama 
to  exercise  the  power  of  dictating  to  the  owners  of 
the  railroads  and  steamboats  whom  they  shall  or 
shall  not  transport  as  passengers.  He  argued  ibac 
the  bill  went  far  enoogh  in  the  second  section — M 
far  as  he  was  disposed  to  go— by  enacting 

*That  it  thall  not  be  lawful  for  any  lUigOKsoach,  rotdriNid  car  ^ 
■teamboat,  packet  boat,  or  other  vebkle  or  vtaMi,  nor  any  d 
the  owners,  managers,  serrants,  or  crews  of  either,  which  rag* 
ularly  perfonns  trips  at  suted  perioitls  on  a  port  route,  or  ba> 
tween  two  or  more  cities,  towns,  or  other  places,  from  one  to 
the  other  cf  which  the  Untied  States  mail  is  regularly  eooTeyed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Post  Office  Depanmeot,  to  mosport 
or  con?ey,  otherwise  than  in  the  mail,  any  letter  or  letteis, 
packet  or  package  of  letters,  or  other  mailable  matter  wbatao- 
erer,  except  such  as  may  bare  relation  to  some  part  of  tba  cargo 
of  such  steamboat,  packe^boat,  or  utber  ressel,  or  to  aotae  ar- 
ticle at  the  sametimeconyeyedby  the  same  stare-coach,  rail- 
road car,  or  other  Tehicle.  And  for  every  wm  olfenee  tb» 
owner  or  owners  of  the  stage-coach,  railroad  car,  steamboat, 
packet'boat.  or  other  vehicle  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  tha 
aura  of  one  hundred  dollara— one  half  to  the  use  of  the  infonner, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Departmeoi— to 
be  recovered  bv  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictment  or  iofMrmasioiL 
in  any  court  oi^  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  United  States;  ana 
the  driver,  captain,  conductor,  or  person  having  cbarga  of  any 
such  stage-coach,  railroaii  car,  steamboat,packet-boat,  or  other 
vehicle  or  vessel,  at  the  time  of  the  commnaion  of  an  v  such  of* 
fence,  and  who  shall  not  at  that  time  be  the  owner  taeraoi;  ia 
whole  or  in  part,  shall,  in  like  meaner,  forfeit  and  pay.  in  every 
such  case  of  otence,  tlie  sum  of  flfky  dollars,  to  the  like  ases, 
and  to  be  recovered  in  lilte  manner,  as  is  above  provided  in  th^ 
case  of  the  owner  or  owners. 


Ml.  MERRICK  was  glad  to  find  that  Um 
ator  from  Mississippi,  upon  farther  examioatioB  of 
the  bill,  was  willing  to  admit  that  there  could  be 
no  coDStitntional  objection  to  its  proTisioas.  He 
hoped  that  that  Senator  agreed  wi^  him  also  as  to 
the  importance  of  some  legislation,  to  pre?eat  the 
growing  evil  which  the  bill  was  inteikded  to  remedy. 
Mr.  M.  then  went  on  lo  show  that,  unless  the  sec- 
ond section  was  agreed  to,  the  object  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  would  be  tiefeated;  that  frauds  would 
be  still  perpetrated,  and  the  department  deprived 
ef  a  great  pordon  of  its  revenues.  Indiridoal 
rights  were  as  well  guarded  as  they  could  be  in  the 
second  section  of^  the  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
reach  and  suppress  the  evil  complained  of.  Tliat 
section  had  no  application  to  any  individual,  ex- 
cept the  person  who  might  notoriously  be  employed 
as  an  agent  for  c«  nveying  mailable  matter^y  private 
express;  for  it  provides  that— 

"Nothing  in  this  aa  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibk 
the  conveyance  or  transmission  of  letters,  packets,  ar  pack> 
ages,  or  other  matter,  to  any  part  of  the  United  ftatiBs,  by  pri* 
vate  hands,  no  compensation  being  tendered  nor  received  tlMt#> 
for  in  any  way;  or  by  a  special  raesaenger  employed  only  for 
the  single  particular  occasion." 

Mr.  M.  then  spoke  at  mach  length,  pointing  out 
the  many  frauds  on  the  department  through  those 
piivate  expresses,  which  bad  been  placed  oa  alt 
the  most  profitable  mail  routes,  and  aetaally  came 
so  much  in  competition  with  the  Government,  by 
carrying  mailable  matter  at  one-third  less  than  the 
Government,  as  to  deprive  the  department  of  the 
greatest  portion  of  its  revenues;  and  thereby  dis- 
abled it  from  reduciug  the  rates  of  postage,  wfakfa 
was  so  mnch  desired  by  the  people,  and  from  ex- 
teoding  greater  facilities  to  the  more  remote  and 
sparsely  populated  sections  of  the  Union.  He,  in 
conclusion,  said,  that  unless  these  private  expreases 
were  suppressed,  and  the  Qk>vemment  bad  a  mo- 
nopoly of  mailable  matter,  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment would  soon  become  a  burden  on  the  pub- 
lic treasury. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  was  pasnd 
over  informally;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
considrration  of  the  special  order,  being 

THE  OREGON  BILL. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  contended  agamst  the  passage  of  the  bill  ia 
its  present  shape.  He  replied  to  the  arguq^uts  of 
Messrs.  Linn,  Bbnton,  and  WooDBuar,  and  coa- 
eluded  by  recommending  the  recommittal  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  or  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
amended,  by  striking  out  that  part  which  relates  to 
the  granting  of  lands  to  settlers. 

Mr.  YOUNG  remarked  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  detain  the  Senate  long  with  the  few  ob- 
servations he  had  to  make,  as  the  verjr  elaborate 
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diseaaaioA  wtueh  tbe  enbjeet  had  received  did  not 
le«Te  moeh  that  was  new  to  be  said.  He  thought, 
bowBTcr,  it  woald  not  be  diffiealt  to  proTe  that  this 
bin  wottld  not,  and,  indeed,  could  not,  be  viewed 
by  Great  Britain  aa  an  infraction  of  the  existing 
treaty  between  that  Government  and  this.  He 
sbotild  not  attempt  to  travel  over  the  same  gronnd 
80  aUy  explored  by  tbe  Senator  from  Missonri, 
[Mr.  Lnnr,]  in  his  statements  of  tbe  foundation 
of  our  title.  He  should  dwell  chiefly  on  the  fact, 
admitted  by  Senator^  on  both  sides,  that  onr  claim 
is  prior  and  paramount  to  that  of  Great  Britain. 
It  woald  be  necessary,  however,  to  have  a  clear 
tellBitioD  of  what  that  claim  is.  He  understood 
it  to  be  based,  in  tbe  first  iostanc*,  ,on  the  discoT* 
cry  of  the  Columbia  river  by  Captain  Gray,  in  the 
fear  1792.  We  have  evidence  of  the  admission 
of  this  fact,  not  only  in  the  writings  of  British 
Davigators,  but  in  the  recognition,  by  the  British 
(Government  itself,  of  the  name  given  by  Cap- 
tain Gray  to  the  river.  This  discovery  was 
followed  up  by  that  of  the  sources  of  the 
Oolomlna  rirer  by  Lewis  and  Clarke,  sent  out 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  for  the  purpos^e  in  1805.  Captains 
Lewis  and  Clarke  explored  the  country,  traced  the 
river  from  its  sonrces  to  its  month,  and  took  formal 
possesion  of  the  territory  lor  the  United  States. 
Onr  next  claim  grows  out  of  the  occupation  of  the 
wontry.  The  first  ^ttlement  made  in  it  was  by 
John  Jacob  Astor,  in  181 1  In  the  war  which  fol- 
lowed, between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  he 
iras  dispossessed;  but  in  the  restoration  of  Fort 
Qeorge  (Astoria)  to  our  Government  in  1818, 
Gkeat  Britain  recognised  our  right  to  that  settle- 
ment, and,  consequently,  to  whatever  title  arose 
oDt  of  it.  In  fact,  op  to  that  restoration,  and  long 
after,  we  never  heard  of  any  claim  to  tbe  territory 
on  the  part  of  GHeat  Britain.  Here,  then,  we  bad 
an  additional  claim— that  vthich  grows  out  of  tbe 
law  of  nations;  for  although,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  law  of  nations  recognises  as  the  first  claim  pri- 
ority of  discovery,  it  further  requires  that  the  dis- 
covery shall  be  followed  up  by  occnpation;  and 
we  bad  fulfilled  the  condition.  We  had  made  the 
discovery  by  Captain  Gray,  and  Captains  Lewis 
and  Clark^  and  had  followed  it  up  by  occupation, 
which  was  only  iniermpted  by  the  force  of  war, 
but  subsequently  the  possession  was  restored  to  us 
ss  our  righ»;  and  from  the  date  of  that  restoration, 
in  1818,  we  have  never  parted  with  the  occupa 
tion.  llie  negotiations  then,  and  every  negotia- 
tion since,  show  that  we  maintained  throughout 
ihis  whole  period  our  title,  rights,  and  occupation 
[>f  the  territory. 

We  never  have  abandoned  one  iota  of  onr 
slaims  tp  its  sovereignty.  On  tbe  contrary,  ve 
bave  eviated  an  imwaveriog  determination  u) 
maintain  our  rights.  It  struck  him  that  Senators 
vere  mistaken  who  uiged  that  Great  Britain  had 
'xetosive  occupation  of  the  terrltorj;  or  that,  from 
the  use  she  makes  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
}he  can  acquire  any  title.  It  strock  him,  also,  that 
ii  was  a  mistake  to  think  she  will  ever  look  to  the 
enitory  for  agricultural  purposes.  And  herein 
lay  a  great  difference  between  her  views  and  ours. 
They  are,  in  fact,  different,  and  yet  not  conflicting. 
We  want  the  territcry  for  agricultural  pursuits 
mainly.  She  looks  to  it  for  the  main  pursuit  of 
iier  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  is  the  trade  m 
furs. 

Now,  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations 
that  Indians — wandering  tribes  like  the  Arabs,  or 
persons  merely  traversing  a  country  for  purposes 
of  hunting,  fishing,trading,  &c. — have  been  regard- 
ed as  no  impediments  to  tho«e  who  take  possession 
of  tbe  soil  for  making  a  permanent  occupation, 
and  converting  it  to  agricultural  purposes.  It  was 
according  to  this  recognised  law  of  nations  that 
Eoropeans  settled  on  this  continent,  though  it 
was  at   the   time  inhabited  by   the   aborigines. 

It  was  on  this  principle  that  tbe  pilgrim  fathers 
took  possession  of  Che  soil  of  New  England,  and 
tamed  it  to  agricultural  purposes,  without  breaking 
the  law  of  nations  by  dispossessing  the  Indians 
who  would  not  cultivate  it.  So  in  the*  Oregon 
Territory:  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  not  having 
for  its  primary  object  agricultural  purtuits,  never 
bad  encouraged  more  culture  of  tbe  soil  than  ne- 
pmuj  for  the  temporary  support  of  its  employees. 


But,  with  our  citizens,  agriculture  must  be  tbe 
primary  object.  And  we  have  already  a  number 
of  our  citizens  there  engaged  in  this  pursuit. 
There  Is  no  jealousy  towards  them  on  the  pan  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  so  long  as  they  make 
agriculttire  their  primary  pursuit.  What  can  be 
more  convincing  than  this,  that  it  is  not  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  tbe  British  look  to  the  country? 
Tbe  apprehension,  then,  is  entirely  groundless,  that 
they  would  view  the  occupaiion  of  the  soil  by  our 
citizens  as  an  infraction  of  the  treaty.  Great 
Britain  never  will  want  it  herself  for  agricultural 
pnrptses.  No  British  company  of  capitalists 
will  ever  run  tbe  risk  of  investing  their  money  in 
such  a  speculation. 

If,  as  some  gentlemen  suppose,  such  a  company 
has-been  formed,  it  must  soon  fall  to  the  ground; 
for  it  never  will  come  to  anything  in  practice. 
None  but  individuals  living  on  the  soil,  and  culti- 
vating it  for  themselves,  can  fully  realize  its  bene- 
fits. Our  citizens  are  peculiarly  suited  for  that  pur- 
pose. Those  who  have  gone  there  wi.^h  to  re- 
main, and  others  wieh  to  follow  them.  They  ask 
but  the  same  protection  of  laws  from  U!t,  which 
Great  Britain  affords  to  her  subjects.  They  wish 
also  to  be  assured  of  a  grant  of  the  lands  they  may 
reclaim  from  tbe  wilderness.  All  this  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  proposes  to  do  by  this  bill.  He  pro- 
poses to  give  them  hereafter  the  grant  they  atk;  to 
extend  over  them  the  Territorial  laws  of  Iowa;  and 
to  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  forts  to  give 
them  protection  from  savage  Indians.  Now,  may 
not  all  this  be  done  without  any  infraction  of  the 
treaty)  Mr.  Y.  here  referred  to  a  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  British  ministers,  in 
the  negotiation  about  tbe  treaty,  in  which  the  Brit- 
ish ministers  themselves  suggested  that  the  laws 
of  one  of  our  organized  Territories  might  be 
extended  over  the  country,  though  we  might 
not  organize  a  new 'Government  in  it.  They 
also  suggested  a  p^an  by  which  forts  might  be 
erected,  and  tbe  soil  might  be  cultivated.  How, 
then,  can  it  give  Great  Britain  (ffence,  that  we 
carry  out,  by  this  bill.  Her  own  suggestions?  Our 
citizens  already  there  give  no  offence,  by  occupying 
any  portion  of  the  soil  they  please  in  agriculture. 
On  the  contrary,  the  most  friendly  feelings  are 
evinced  by  the  employees  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany towards  them.  It  is  only  when  they  engage 
in  tbe  fur  trade^  that  they  are  looked  upon  with 
jealousy.  We  all  know  that  both  Great  Britain 
and  her  Hudson  Bay  Company  are  governed  by 
what  they  consider  their  best  interests.  Their 
friendly  disposition  to  onr  citizens  engaged  in  agri- 
cnliure  shows  that  they  do  not  look  to  that  as  their 
object.  Why,  then,  should  we  suppose  they  would 
object  to  any  number  of  our  citizens  taking  up 
land  for  agricultural  purposes? 

Mr.  Y.  here  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Greenhow 
on  the  subject.  He  also  referred  to  the  opinions 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
MoBEREAD,]  the  other  day,  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing that  the  Senator  was  mistaken  in  suppos'*ng 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  any  object  of  making 
a  permanent  location  of  lands  for  agricultural 
purposes  or  settlements.  Tbe  whole  matter  was 
explained  by  Mr.  Lea.  He  says  tbe  greater  por- 
tion of  the  settlers  on  lands  are  missionaries,  who 
proceeded  to  the  territory  for  the  benevolent  ob- 
ject of  benefiting  the  Indians,  by  teaching  them  the 
truths  of  Christianity,  and  tbe  usages  of  civilizf  d 
life.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  it  was  found 
essential  that  they  should  occupy  and  farm  some 
land — ^botb  for  subsistence,  and  with  a  view  of  in- 
structing the  Indians  in  the  advantages  of  cultiva- 
tion, over  the  precarious  mean^  of  suppor  ing  life 
before  known  to  them.  At  the  forts  ot  th^  Hudson 
Bay  Company,  no  more  land  is  cultivated  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  those 
engaged  in  the  primary  occupation  of  the  fur  trade. 
There  is  nothing  libe  an  effort  or  disposition  to 
make  permanent  settlements.  It  is  a  mere  tempo- 
rary occupation.  There  is  nothing  even  of  a  per - 
maaent  character  in  the  forts  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company.  They  are  mere  stockade-forts,  perish- 
ab'e  in  their  nature,  and  only  calculated  for  de- 
fence against  Indians.  He  mentioned  all  this  to 
show  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  our 
citizens  settling  in  the  country.    The  Hudson  Bay 


Company  can  have  no  objection,  and  will  make 
none,  to  agricultural  settlements.  Now,  this  being 
the  case,  what  i.^  there,  really,  in  the  present 
bill,  to  give  offence?  Not  the  appropriation  of  por- 
tions of  the  soil  for  agricultural  purposes;  for  no 
objection  is  made  to  that  now,  nor  will  there  be 
after  this  bill  passes.  Not  the  establishmeat  of 
forts;  for  that  was  sui?gested  by  the  British  them- 
selves, and  the  example  has  been  set  by  them.  Not 
the*  protection  of  our  citizens  by  the  extension  of 
our  Territorial  laws  over  the  territory;  for  they  also 
suggested  that,  and  set  the  example.  Suppose  they 
shoufd  object  to  any  one  of  these  things:  can  we 
not  say  to  them,  "You  have  done  it;  and  if  the  treaty 
authorizes  you,  it  authorizes  u&?»  And  as  to  the 
occupation  <  f  the  fwt  at  the  mouth  cf  the  Colum- 
bia river:  was  it  not  Mr.  Astor  who  first  built  it?  and 
was  it  not  restored  to  us  in  1818,  because  tha  right 
of  possession  was  in  us?  Have  we  not  kept  it 
ever  since;  and  may  we  nn  now  either  repair  it, 
rebnild  it,  or  enlarge  it,  at  our  pleasure,  without 
cause  of  offence?  What  else  does  this  bill  propose 
to  do?  To  establith  two  Indian  agencies.  What 
objection  can  there  be  to  that?  It  is  well  known 
to  the  British  that  our  practice  is  to  appoint  Indian 
agents  to  protect  and  control  the  Indians  in  our 
territories.  They  know  we  have  territory  in  Ore- 
gon, and  Indians  on  it.  They  know  that  the  duty 
of  our  Indian  agents  by  no  means  interferes  with  their 
fur-trade.  And  with  respect  to  tbe  jurisdiction  to  be 
extended  over  the  country,  do  we  not  propose  ta 
avoid  any  interference  with  British  jurisdiction, 
by  the  provision  that  any  subjects  of  England  ac- 
cused of  ofitjence  under  our  laws  shall  be  trans- 
ferred for  trial  to  British  authority?  No  difficulty 
or  objection  can  therefore  arise  out  of  that  portion 
of  the  bill.  The  next  provision  is,  that  1 100,000 
shall  be  apprcpriaied  to  carry  out  the  measure. 
It  was  to  be  lamented  that  the  treasury  was  in  its 
present  condition.  But  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
come  well  from  the  Senators  of  the  old  States  to 
object  to  this  small  item  of  |J100,000,  and,  in 
short,  to  every  appropriation  required  tor  tbe  new 
Slates  and  Territories.  They  should  contrast  the 
appropriations  for  the  old  States  with  those  for  the 
new;  and  before  they  object  to  the  latter,  judge 
fairly  whether  it  was  just  or  generous  in  them  to 
become  objectors.  Yet  how  seldom  were  they 
disposed  to  mete  out  to  the  new  States  even  the 
measure  of  justice.  It  was  wiih  ibe^  utmost  diffi- 
culty the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittkw- 
obn]  last  session  obtained  an  appropriation  of 
#100,000  to  remove  some  of  tbe  impediments  to 
navigation  in  the  Western  waters.  The  usual  annual 
appropriation  for  that  object,  so  necei^sary,had  been 
withheld  for  two  or  three  years.  In  tbe  just  effort,  too, 
to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  Western  armory, 
did  not  the  preponderance  of  iho  interests  of  the  old 
States  prevail  to  cot  it  down  to  the  paltry  sum  of 
$5,000?  Why  should  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
be  constantly  held  op  as  an  excuse  for  not  doing 
justice  to  the  West,  while  the  mokt  extravagant  and 
useless  appropriations  are  lavished  elsewhere?  Look 
at  the  appropriations  recommended  to  Congress 
this  session.  May  not  ten*times  the  amount  re- 
quired by  this  bill  be  retrenched  from  them?  What 
occasion  is  there  for  such  an  increased  and  extrava- 
gant naval  e&tablisbmeni?  Does  not  every  one 
see  that  smaller  vessels  of  war  would  do  more  ser- 
vice for  the  country  than  those  large  and  costly 
frigates,  too  unwieldy  to  act  with  celerity  or 
•effect? 

When  all  this  would  be  duly  considered,  he  was 
in  hop«s  the  Senators  of  the  old  States  would  drop 
their  objections  to  this  appropriation  of  #100,000. 

He  trus'ed  be  had  established  a  sufficient  num- 
ber cf  points  to  show  that  gentlemen  were  mistaken 
in  supposing  this  bill  could  create  any  difficulty 
with  Great  Britain.  He  had  (hown  that  onr  claim 
to  the  territory  is  the  best  claim;  that  we  have  a 
right  paramount  to  any  that  Great  Britain  possibly 
can  have;  that  we  have  priority  of  possession,  which 
we  have  never  parted  with;  that  we  can  giTe  no 
offence  to  Great  Britain  in  doing  what  she  suggest- 
ed to  us  we  might  do,  and  what  she  herself  has 
done;  that  tbe  occupation  of  tbe  soil  by  our  ciiixens 
is  a  legitimate  occupation  for  agricultural  purposes:, 
to  which  she,  merely  in  pursuit  of  commercial  ob- 
jects, cannot  object;  that  we  make  no  direct  grant. 


^^9 


CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBE. 


»!»* 


:3 


afid  onTjr  undertake  to  do  it  hereafter — a  provision 
which,  by  the  oniform  and  ODdeviatiDg  practice  of 
oor  GQTernineDt,  is  never  carried  oat  till  we  have  ex- 
tinguished all  other  cia'ms  of  tide,  as  evinced  by 
oor  uniform  extinction  of  Indian  titles;  and  that  we 
are  only  raising  objectioos,  which,  if  not  raised 
here,  never  woold  be  ihonght  of  by  Great  Britain. 
It  would  be  very  well  anderstood  by  Qreat  Britain 
that,  as  a  negotiation  is  pending  for  the  adjustment 
of  bonndary,  (and|be  believed  that  was  the  only 
question  at  issoe  in  the  negotiation  about  Oregon,) 
this  Governmtnt  would  not  carry  out  the  provision 
till  that  question  was  settled.  The  prcspecti?e  na- 
ture o(  the  provision  would  be  8o*construed.  The 
British  uovernment  could  not  help  so  construing 
it,  knowing  that,  according  to  nndeviaiing  prac 
tice,  we  could  not  for  some  >ears  (four  or  five  at 
least)  take  the  preliminary  step  of  extinguishing 
the  Indian  title;  without  accomplishing  which,  we 
never  make  grants  of  lands.  This  is  such  a  plain 
Tiew  of  the  ease,  that  it  seemed  strange  gentlemen 
should  overlook  it.  Keepinfr  it  in  view,  they  cer- 
Uioly  could  not  find  any  provision  in  the  bill  jastly 
meriting  the  objection  that  it  could  give  offence  to 
Great  Britain.  For  his  part,  he  viewed  it  in  alto*^ 
gether  a  different  light.  He  regarded  it  as  he  was 
sure  the  British  themselves  would  regard  it^as  a 
great  peace  measure,  instead  of  one  calculated  to 
produce  strife.  With  these  convictions,  he  should 
himself  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  rise  to  consume  more  than  a 
Tery  few  moments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  In- 
dee«i,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  do  so,  after  the  very 
lucid  stltement  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  placing 
the  matter  on  the  plain  grounds  on  which  it  should 
be  viewed.  He  (Mr.  L  )  should,  therefore,  not 
say  another  word  on  the  subject  of  title,  for  that 
was  conceded}  nor  was  it  necessary  to  recapitulate 
what  had  already  been  so  repeatedly  urged.  He 
was  sorry  the  preposition  was  made  to  recommit 
the  bill,  because  he  knew,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  it  would  be  fatal;  as  a  delay  must  arise 
which  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  up  the  sub- 
ject again  at  too  late  a  day  to  pass  it  through  the 
odier  House,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  business  at 
the  close  of  the  session. 

This  bill  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  care, 
and  with  the  special  object  of  not  leaving  it  ob- 
noxious  to  the  objection  that  it  could  be  considered 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
Indeed,  so  ^rupulously  had  it  been  drawn  up, 
that,  instead  of  extending  our  Territorial  laws  over 
the  country,  merely  as  Great  Britain  suggested  we 
might  do,  without  being  liable  to  objection  on  her 
part,  that  provision  of  the  bill  bad  been  made  to 
guard  against  any  possible  infringement  on  the 
rights  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  coming 
under  the  operation  of  these  laws;  and  it  is  pro- 
vided that  British  subjects,  accused  of  offences  in 
our  territory,  should  be  banded  over  to  British  au- 
thorities for  trial.  The  British  minister  told  our 
minister  hour  far  we  should  not  go;  that  is,  that 
we  should  not  organize  a  new  government  and 
laws  for  the  territory;  and  the  bill  keeps  clear  of 
that,  by  taking  their  own  suggestion  of  the  means 
of  accomplishing  our  object.  With  many  of  the 
positions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  he  could 
agree,  but  he  should  draw  opposite  conclusions 
from  them.  For  instance,  they  could  stand  upon 
the  same  ground  as  to  what  it  was  right  to  do;  but, 
while  the  Senator  conceived  it  inexpedient  to  do  it, 
he  would  feel  that,  because  it  was  right,  it  was  ex- 
pedient, and  ought  not,  and  could  not,  give  offence. 
When  it  was  done,  suppose  Great  Briuin  remon- 
stratedj  what  would  be  the  natural  course,  but  to 
say  to  her,  Well,  we  did  it  because  you  did;  you 
set  the  example;  if  we  are  wrong,  you  must  have 
been  first  wrong;  so  let  us  both  talk  the  matter 
over,  like  sensible  people,  and  set  it  right.  This 
would  be  the  result,  and  not  war.  England  could 
not  help  seeing  that,  if  we  committed  a  breadi  of 
the  treaty,  it  was  a  consequence  of  herself  having 
been  first  guilty  of  the  same  breach  of  the  treaty. 
And  as  to  her  resentment  being  more  likely  to  be 
provoked  on  a  point  of  honor  than  on  the  mere 
qnestion  of  territory,  be  should  ask,  Were  we  to  be 
treated  as  if  we  had  no  points  of  honor  at  stake? — 
no  appreciation  of  such  feelings?  Are  we  only  to 
think  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  have  no  regard  for  I 


our  naiiooal  honor  in  this  matter?  The  Senate  of 
the  United  States  would  be  coming  to  a  low  pass 
indeed,  if  the  expenditure  called  for  by  this,  bill 
were  to  outweigh  the  national  honor  at  stake  in 
the  decision  of  the  question.  England  is  to  jeopard 
her  dearest  interests  sooner  than  pertoit  her  honor 
to  be  touched;  but  we  are  to  do  nothing  to  nuin- 
tain  ours.  He  never  could,  and  never  would, 
come  to  such  conclusions.  He  knew  th<:  gallantry 
and  the  chivalry  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia;  and 
it  was  not,  therefore,  in  disparagenient  of  anything 
he  had  said  that  he  made  these  remarks.  He 
seemed  to  attribute  to  his  (Mr.  L.'»)  colleague  and 
himself  a  very  pugnacious  disposition  towards 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  ARCHER  disclaimed  anything  personally 
applicable  to  the  Senators.  It  was  to  ihe  general 
tone  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  he  had  alluded.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  the  last  man  in  this 
body  for  whom  he  could  entertain  unkind  opin- 
ions. 

Mr.  LINN  continued:  What  the  Senator  had 
stated  amounted  to  this,— that  it  was  his  apprehen- 
sion the  British  Government  might  make  the  re- 
marks uttered  here  against  its  grasping  policy,  a 
pretext  for  hostile  feelings;  and  that,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  General  Jesnp's  letter  on  the  subject 
of  military  posts  in  the  territory,  they  could  not 
help  feeling  resentment  Now,  can  the  Senator, 
or  any  one  else,  suppose  that  Great  Britain  has  any 
right  to  make  objections  to  an  officer  of  this  Gov- 
ernment freely  expressing  his  opinion5  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, when  officially  called  upon  so  to  do;  or  that 
any  Senator  of  the  United  States  should  be  re- 
strained from  a  free  discussion  of  topics  involving 
the  interests  and  honor  of  our  country,  even  if,  in 
doing  so,  he  is  obliged  to  denounce  the  policy  of  a 
foreign  power?  Surely,  any  foreign  power  that 
would  object  to  this  freedom  of  discussion,  must 
be  only  seeking  for  a  bare  pretext  of  quarrel.  But 
be  had  no  apprehension  that  this  discussion  would 
have  any  siicb  effect.  If  it  could  have  this  effect, 
he  would  be  glad  to  know  bow  a  quarrel  was  to  be 
avoided.  Nothing  this  Government  could  do  to 
cany  out  its  claims,  or  to  assert  its  title  to  the  ter- 
ritory, woBld  be  free  from  the  same  objections. 
There  was  no  official  act  that  could  be  devised^no 
possible  step  that  could  be  taken,  which  would  not 
be  deemed  conflicting  with  Briiish  interests.  If 
we  are  to  consult  nothing  but  the  preservation  of 
harmony,  we  must  remain  perfectly  quiescent,  and 
let  British  interests  grow  up  and  overspread  the 
territory  without  interruption  or  remonstrance. 
Let  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  go  on  settling  the 
whole  country,  and  turning  its  entire  resources  to 
its  own  advantage;  let  her  have  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  the  Northwest  territory,  from  the  Russian 
settlements  to  Mexico,  and  she  will  rejoice.  That 
is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  please  and  gratify 
that  company,  and  conciliate  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Any  one  step  we  take,  no  matter  how 
trivial,  to  secure  or  promote  our  own  interests 
there,  must  lessen  their  satisfaction. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  must  certainly  have 
strangely  misconceived  his  (Mr.  L  's)  remarks,  the 
other  day,  in  relation  to  our  loss  of  the  fur  trade. 
What  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  stated  was,  that  our  fur 
trade,  once  amounting  to  ^00,000  per  annum,  had 
dwindled  down  to  |3,000.  Not  that  the  fur  trade 
had  been  extinguished,  or  the  fur  animals  exter- 
minated, so  as  to  make  this  difference;  but  that,  to 
ihe  amount  of  half  a  millicn  of  dollars  annually, 
our  fur  trade  in  the  Northwest  territory  had  been 
usurped  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Through 
the  supineness  of  our  Government,  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  bad  be^  allowed  to  supplant  us  in  our 
own  soil.  The  trade  is  not  destroyed;  it  has  passed 
from  our  hands  into  those  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company.  The  company  has  undoubtedly,  in 
some  cases,  trapped  out  the  country— -that  is,  re- 
duced the  supply  of  beaver.  But  it  takes  care  to 
resuscitate  such  districts. 

He  had  placed  this  bill  on  .three  grounds 
of  immediate  national  and  domestic  interest 
to  this  Government:  First,  it  will  give  pro- 
tection to  our  citizens  on  the  western  fron- 
tier of  the  new  States  and  Territories  against 
the  Indians  congregated  there  for  the  relief  of  the 
old  States;  secondly,  it  will  protect  what  remains 


of  our  fur  trade,  and  have  some  tmdefnaf  to  reiHiije 
what  we  have  lost;  and,  thirdly,  it  will,  by  tba  pit- 
tection  and  encouragement  it  affords  to  oor  eiiizcBs 
going  to  (be  territory,  or  there  already,  indnee  that 
occupation  which  is  essential  to  the  maiateaaaae 
of  our  title  and  our  rights.  In  rel«iioa  lo  the 
system  of  military  forts,  he  was  fortified  in  his  es- 
timate of  tbeif  importance,  by  the  reports  of  the 
executive  departments,  and  the  recomn^end^tion  of 
the  subject  to  Congress,  made  by  three  or  fov 
Presidents  of  the  United  States.  How  tha  princi- 
ples of  this  bill  can,  on  any  rational  gronad,  pio-  ^ 
dace  war  with  Great  Britain,  be  was  at  a  kss  to 
conceive,  unless  she  is  determined  to  saaich  at  anf 
pretext  as  an  occasion  for  war.  She  has  berseiif 
gone  beyond  the  point  at  which  she  eao'  reenr  to 
the  treaty  for  a  pretext.  She  has  said  we  aiay  go 
so  far  without  infraction  of  the  treaty;  and  we 
only  propose  to  do  what  she  has  soggestied.  The 
bill  proposes  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  admis- 
sions of  her/ninisters  as  to  what  we  might  do,  and 
had  a  right  to  do.  If  bis  friend  from  Virginia 
meant  to  press  his  motion  for  recommittal,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  with  instructions. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  said  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion. The  select  eommittee  being  dischaxged,  be 
was  at  some  loss  to  know  what  committee  to  aake 
the  reconunittal  to.  Perhaps  the  committee  of  the 
whole  would  be  the  best.  But  the  recommittal 
might  be  dispensed  with,  if  the  Senate  would  agree 
to  strike  out  the  provision  relating  to  the  grant  of 
lands,  He  would  first  try  that  motion,. reserving 
the  right,  should  objection  be  made,  of  putting  the 
motion  for  recommittal  afterwards. 

The  question  was  then  put  for  unanimous  as- 
sent to  strike  out;  but  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  said  thkt  it  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him  that  it  would  be  best  to  recomut 
the  bill,  generally,  without  instructions.  He  woulijl 
therefore  move  to  recommit  it  to  the  committee  tk 
the  whole. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  intimated  his  desire  to  speak 
on  the  subject  while  it  was  yet  before  the  Senate. 
He  would  therefore  ask  the  indulgence  of  having 
the  bill  passed  over  informally  till  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  overinferm- 
ally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  executive  session,  and  soon  after  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoHDiT.  January  30, 1843. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  presented  seven  peti- 
tions of  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  Congress  to  relieve  Amos  Ken- 
dall fVom  the  pecuniary  and  personal  4iabilities 
under  which  he  now  suffers,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  bis  duty  as  late  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  presented,  under  the  rule, 
the  petition  of  E.  W.  Clarke  and  64  others,  inhab- 
itants of  Oswego,  New  York,  praying  that  the  pan- 
ishment  of  flogging  may  be  prohibited  in  the  tod- 
ted  States  naval  service:  referred  to  the  Oommklee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

TWO  HUNDRED  MILLIONS  OP  NATION- 
I  AT  STOCK 

/  Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Coa- 
/mittee  of  Ways  and  Mfans,  to  which  had  been  re- 
/'ferred  several  memorials,  asking  for  the  creation 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  national  stock  to  be 
distributed  among  the  States  and  Territories,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  by  general  consent  made 
a  report  thereon,  concluding  with  a  resolution  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
memorialists,  and  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  L  said  that  there  was  also  a  report  from 
the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the  same  sub* 
ject;  and  his  motion  was,  that  both  these  reports  be 
printed,  together  with  10,000  extra  copies  of  Ihem. 
In  order  that  the  House  might  have  an  opportuaity 
of  understanding  the  subject  of  these  reports,  be- 
fore taking  the  question  on  printing  the  extra 
copies,  he  would  propose  that  that  question  be  laid 
over  informally,  for  the  present,  by  general  coa^ 
sent.  

Mr.  EVERETT  observed  that,  as  this  subf-^et 
I  had  been  heretofore  referred  to  a  delect  committer 
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mised  for  that  porpose  on  the  resoltttion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  J 
be  woold  move  to  refer  these  reports  to  the  same 
commjitee. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGBRSOLL  would  merely 
say,  that  though  the  references  of  this  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  select 
committee  were  of  the  same  character,  yet  they 
were  not  identical.  These  reports  were  based  on 
memorials,  whidi  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  prior  to  the  reference  of  the 
same  subject  to  the  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  that,  before  the  question 
was'  pat  on  the  gentleman^  motion,  the  minority 
would  be  allow^  to  make  (heir  report,  [lireat 
confosion  in  the  hall,  and  a  dozen  members  on  the 
floor.}  •     ^ 

Mr.  CUSBING  inquired  what  the  question  was. 
Was  it  on  printing  the  extra  copies? 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  No.  The  proposition  was 
to  pass  that  question  over  informally. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  was  to  refer  the  reports  to 
the  Select  Committee;  but  the  first  question  would 
be  on  priotios  the  ordinary  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  BHIGKsfS  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CdSHlNG  and  several  others  rose  to  ask  a 
question.  (.Repeated  calls  to  order.]  If  his  col- 
league (Mr.  C.  said,)  persisted  in  holding  on  to  the 
previous  question  before  he  knew  what  it  was,  he 
would  insist  on  the  reading  of  the  reports. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  previous  cfuestion 
was  put  and  carried,  and  the  main  question  was 
also  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  patting  the  maia 
qoesiion,  when 

Mt.  CUSHING  insisted  on  his  right  to  have  the 
reports  read.  He  had  no  idea  of  half  a  dozen 
gentlemen  calling  the  previous  question  on  him,  be- 
fore he  knew  what  the  question  was. 

Mr.  TOLAND  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  reports  were  re- 
ceived by  general  consent,  and  mast  override  the 
orders  of  tl^  day. 

Bir.  READ  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair;  bat,  apon  explanation,  withdrew  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Mfts^achosetts  insisted  on  the  reading  of  the  reports, 
they  must  be  read  before  taking  any  quesu'on. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that,  if  the  House  would 
allow  him  tp  ask  a  question,  he  would  agree  to 
dispense  with  the  reading.  [Cries  of  "Order,  order.  '*] 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  report  of  the  majority; 
when 

Mr.  REIAD  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  to  print 
was  pending,  and  must  have  the  preference. 

Bir.  EVERETT  m^ved  to  lay  the  question  of 
printing  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  pat,  and 
negatived. 

The  qaestion  -on  printing  the  ordinary  number 
of  copies  was  thea  put,  and  carried. 

Mr.  fiVBRBTT  again  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
ports to  the  Select  Committee  raised  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Jobmsom. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  that  his  motion  had  been  cut  off  by  the 
previoosquestioo. 

Mr.  Everett  said  that  that  was  on  the  ques- 
tion of  printing  only;  that  being  decided,  his  mo- 
tion was  now  renewed,  and  in  order. 

Mr.  TOLAND  said  that  he  had  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day  previous  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont. 

^After  some  conversation  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER and  Messrs.  TOLAND  and  EVERETT, 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  ToLAND]  was  right,  and  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  must 
lie  over  for  the  preseilt 

[The  majority  report  being  too  long  to  be  copied 
for  this  evening^  paper,  the  reporter  contents  him- 
self for  the  present  with  giving  the  report  of  the 
mmority,  as  -follows:] 

ThB  mitiori^  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Meant,  aseent- 
ingte  moMof  cIm  reaeone  and  to  the  Gonclasione  preMmted  in 
Um  lepoart  of  tk«  n^ijoriti  agafautibe  pnyec  of  iho  mamotlal. 


ieta,  asking  ttie  Federal  Government  to  issue  $200,000,000  of 
public  Htocir  in  aid  of  the  debte  of  the  States,  would  also  uife, 
m  addition,  (without  pretending  to  go  into  ahything  lilie  a  mil 
development  of  their  reasona,)  that  they  deem  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power  on  the  part  of  the  General  Oovemment  unauthor. 
izedby  the  Conslilutum. 

The  minority  hare  always  been  induced  to  lielieve  that  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  a  compact  to  which  the  States  acce- 
ded, and  became  parties;  and  that  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment accrued  from  that  compact,  and  were  defined  In  it  Be- 
fore CoogreM  is  authorized  to  act  upon  any  subject-matter,  it 
mustfii-st  be  such  a  subject,  over  which  power  is  Bpecificaliy 
granted  in  that  instrument,  or  cleaiiy  to  be  inferred  as  abso- 
rately  aeceasary  to  carry  eat  some  granted  power.  They  can 
see  no  positive  grant  of  power  to  Congrees  to  amhoHrise  them  to 
do  what  the  memorialists  desire. 

To  assume  such  a  debt,  and  to  create  snch  a  stock,  binding 
nponpoet^ty,  is  a  very  high  exerciae  of  sovereign  power,  and 
ia,  in  itself,  independent  and  substantive,  and  cannot  oe  inferred 
as  Incidental  to  a  grant  over  Inferior  subjects. 

There  'is  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  declares  that 
**Congnm  shall  have  power  to  lav  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  aad  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  Of  the  United  States."  (Sec.  S.)  This  power 
waa  not  given  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  several  States  of  this 
Union,  but  to  pay  tlie  debts  of  the  ^United  States."  Tlteee 
words  define  the  confederacy  of  States  as  a  whole,  and  as  con- 
(radistinguished  from  the  separate  and  independent  States.  To 
assume  that  this  power  was  given  to  authorise  the  Govern- 
moot  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  separate  Btatra,  contracted  solely  for 
their  benefit  and  for  their  local  purposes,  is  to  aJIow  the  different 
States  to  contract  debts,  and,  through  the  Federal  Government, 
to  bind  others  to  pay  them;  which  would  make  this  <9overn- 
ment  subservient  to  local  interests  and  to  State  authority,  and 
absorb  "the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  If  this 
should  be  the  established  principle  of  the  Government,  it 
would  be  directly  stimulating  eikcn  State  into  a  wild  career  of 
reckless  speculation,  which  would  inevitably  end  in  their  sep- 
arate existence,  or  in  a  consolidated  despotism,  where  even  their 
boundaries  would  be  forgotten  amid  the  universal  despair  that 
would  follow  the  overthrow  of  constitudooal  liberty. 

The  terms  "general  welfare,"  in  the  ConstitnUon,  were  de- 
signed as  a  mere  declaration  of  extreme  caution;  and  the  true 
intent  and  meanbi^  of  those  who  ^used  them  was,  that  they 
should  be  a  limitation  to  the  apparently  abeolute  and  uncon- 
trolled power  given  in  the  same  clause— **to  lay  and  collect  tax- 
es,"'Ho  pay  the  debts,"  dec.  It  was  Intended  that  this  power 
should  not-  be  used  wantonly  or  umustly;  but  that  Congreas 
rimuld  strictly  consult  the  "general  welfare  of  the  United  States," 
and  carry  out  the  same  only  by  confining  its  full  exercise  to  ol)- 
jects  specially  enumeratea  in  that  instrument,  and  which  are 
thereby  declared  to  be  national.  These  powers  were '  not  In- 
tended to  be  applied  to  local  interests,  or  to  State  debts;  but  to 
those  great  natTonal  objects  which  were  specificallv  declared  by 

S-ants  of  power  to  be  within  the  Jurinliction  of  the  General 
overnment. 

It  is  not  deoied  that  this  (government  is  one  of  limited  pow* 
era,  and  that  the  Ck)n8titntion  is  intended  to  define  those  pow- 
ers. By  merely  assuming  that  it  Is  national,  you  cannot  efl^ect 
objects  not  enumerated,  or  not  essentially  necessary  to  those  that 
are.  The  convention  has  precisely  defined  those  objects  or 
powers  that  are  national,  and  Congress  cannot  legally  undertake 
to  declare  what  shall  also  be  national  for  other  purposes  not 
defined  in  the  Constitution. 

To  do  so,  is  to  do  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  to  claim  that 
Congress  shall  set  up  its  own  discretion  as  to  the  objects  of 
**general  welfkre,"  instead  of  confining  its  action  to  the  specific 
enumerated  powers  of  the  C<mstitutlon  itself.  If  the  '^general 
welfare"  be  the  tnly  limitation  on  the  discretion  of  Congress, 
why  then  any  enumeration  of  powere  at  alH  All  power  was 
at  once  given^  and  the  jodgntent  of  Congrees  wae  thereby  de- 
clared to  be  the  Constitution  of  the  confederacy.  What  right 
have  we  to  set  aside  the  judgment  of  the  convention?  They 
chose  by  enumerating  the  powers,  to  show  what  were  hitend^ 
to  be  national  objects;  and  the  very  enumeration  exclude^  the 
idea  of  legislation  upon  subjects  not  enumerated 

The  minority  consider  the  proposition  tonledge  the  faith  of 
thb  Government  for  the  redemption  of  #200,000,000  of  public 
stock  to  relieve  the  States,  or  pay  their  debts,  as  involving  the 
whole  taxhig  power  of  this  Government. 

It  is  a  proposition  to  tax  posterity,  not  for  the  existence  and 
independence  of  the  confederacy,  but  for  purposes  unknown  to 
the  Constitution,  and  at  war  with  those  principles  of  liberty 
which  secure  to  a  ttte  people  tJie  practical  right  to  tax  them* 
selves  alone,  and  to  be  protected  ftom  the  lawless  profligacy 
of  tbooe  who  may  have  assumed  to  bind  them  in  all  future 
time. 

In  all  civilized  countries,  the  line  which  limits  the  power  of 
Government  as  to  taxation,  is  the  line  that  defines  enlightened 
Uberty.  There  are  some  of  the  States  that  owe  nothinff,  and 
many  but  litUe;  and  to  compel  them  to  become  jointly  liable, 
by  the  action  or  this  Federal  (Government,  for  the  debts  of  the 
other  Suitecb  would  be  an  act  of  such  gross  injustice  to  them, 
that  It  would  create  feelings  hostile  to  the  permanency  of  the 
Unicm.  The  atren^  oi  our  Union  consists  in  the  Government 
acting  with  tciee  forbearance  upon  eubjecta  of  doubtful  im- 
port--in  doing  eta^  justice  to  all  the  parties— in  imposing 
equal  burdens— and  mildfy  shedding  around  equal  blessings 
upon  all.  By  such  a  course.  It  will  generate  feehugs  of  de- 
voted attachment  in  a  loyal  and  free  people,  who  willbe  ever 
ready  to  defend  it  from  aggressions  abroad,  or  from  ireasoK  at 
home. 

The  strength  of  the  Government  does  not  consist  in  arbi- 
trary or  great  power,  but  in  the  attachment  of  an  intelligent 
peopleto  those  great  principles  which  make  them  free  and 
equal.  If  the  Government  assumes  a  doubtful  power,  Uie  ex- 
ercise of  which  creates  palpable  injustice  to  whole  communi- 
ties, iui  operation  will  alienate  the  feelings  of  those  who  suffer, 
and  loosen  the  bonds  that  keep  the  confederacy  together. 

The  creation  of  sucb  a  Government  debt  would  only  end  in 
taxing  the  productive  industry  of  the  countrv  for  the  benefit  of 
stockholders  and  speculators.  Those  who  deal  In  Government 
fands,  and  live  by  the  fluctuations  of  paper,  might  amass  for- 
tunes; but  the  great  laboring  class  would  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  its  benefits,  whilst  they  would  be  made  finally  to  feel  its  bur- 
dens, in  the  future  taxation  of  the  Government  to  meet  the  vast 
obligations  thus  incurred.  It  is  wild  and  vinonary  to  suppose 
that  the  creation  of  such  stock  would  add  anything  to  the  na- 
tional wealth.  It  would  only  tend  to  make  the  industrious  and 
solvent  liable  for  the  tlel^ts  of  the  abandoned  and  profligate. 
13ie  first  immediate  eflfect  would  be  to  swell  expansion,  and 


elimulate  a  bloated  paper  currency,  which  would  be  felt  in 
foreign  exchanges  setting  against  us,  and  a  consequem  demand 
for  gold  and  silver  to  adiust  balances.  It  would  place  our  local 
currency  above  the  level  of  the  currency  of  tlM  world,  and  create 
a  drain  for  our  specie  to  equalize  it  Tliis,  of  course,  would 
inevitably  end  in  explosion,  like  the  Mismsinpi  bubble  or  the 
French  asaignats.  WiUiout  intending  to  go  into  a  full  argu- 
ment, but  meirely  to  suggest  the  general  grounds  of  opjpositMM, 
the  minority  look  upon  the  Whole  scheme  as  tmconeututional, 
wild,  and  visionary,  and  full  of  fraud  and  the  grossest  injus^ 
tioe. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  propose  that  the  resolution  of 
the  committee  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
words: 

Resolvedf  further^  That,  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of 
the  said  memorials,  would  be  unconstitutional,  and  dexterous 
to  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 

F.  W.  PICKENS, 
JOHN  W.  JONBS, 
C.  G.  ATHfiRTON. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  tho 
Uoion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  resolutions  wonid  he 
received. 

The  SPEAKER  said  (bat  a  majority  of  the 
House  could  determine  whether  it  woatd  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  receive  resoluiiond. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  the  question 
was  taken,  resulting  in  yeas  107,  nays  83,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Arrlngton,  Atherton,  Bamaid,  Barton, 
Beeson,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster.  Bri£gs,Biockway.' Aaron  V. 
Brown.  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  William  Butler,  Green 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell.  Cary,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Colea,  Colquitt,  Cowen,  Cushmg,  Daniel,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gatee, 
Gerry,  Oiddiogs,  Gilmer,  William  U.  Goode,  Granger,  Gustlne, 
Harris,  Hastings,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Charles  J.  In- 

SersoII,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Coet  Johnson,  Cave 
ohnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  King,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory, 
Marchand,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathewis,  Mattocks,  Blax* 
well,  Miller,  Blitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Farmenter, 
Partridge,  Payne,  Peuce,  Pickens,  Pope,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanlord,  Saunders,  Sewell, 
Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Wattetnon,  Waller,  Weet- 
brook,  Christopher  U.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Win- 
throp.  Wise,  and  Wpod^lOT. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Landafi*  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews.  Arnold,  Aycrlgg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Casey.  Childs, 
Chittenden,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Cranston,  Garrett  Daris,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Ffllmore,  A. 
Lav(  rence  Foster,  Tfaos.  F.  Foster,  Gentry,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Green,  Ualsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn, 
McKennan,  Mathiot,  Maynard,  Merivrether,  Morgan,  (M)ome, 
Owsley,  Pendleton,  Powell.  Ramsey,  Rayner,  Rcftd,  lUdgway, 
Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  SaltonstaU, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  John  B.  Thompson,  RIcb* 
aid  W.  Thompson, Toland,  Tripleu,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Wallace,  Edward  D  White/Joseph  L.  White,  Yorke,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Young— 83. 

So  the  House  resolved  iiself  into  Ck)mmittee  of  • 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union— Mr.  Hopkins 
of  Virginia  in  the  chair. 

EXCHEaUBR. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  committee  lay  aside 
the  army  bill,  which  was  first  in  order  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  take  up  the  bill  No.  306, 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  esiabllshing  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  had  certainly  no  objections  to 
the  consideration  of  that  bill,  but  he  thought  the 
army  bill  should  be  firs^t  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  remind  the  gentle- 
man ihat  the  army  bill  was  postponed  for  ,a  week, 
to  make  way  for  a  negative  resolution. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  commitiee  take 
up  his  bill  to  reduce  the  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  officers  of  the  Government.  He 
thought  his  bill  much  more  important  than  either 
of  the  others. 

Mr  FILLMORE  called  for  tellers,  which  were  - 
ordered,  (Messrs.  Moors  and  Stritton;)  who,  on 
counting,  reported  ayes  71,  noes  82. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  ei- 
chcquer  bill. 

ARMY  BILL. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army;  the 
quei^tion  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Reynolds,  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
([20,000  for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in- 
sert |20,000  for  a  survey  of  a  military  road  from 
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th<  Council  Bluffs  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colombia 
tvftr. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  (imperfectly  beard)  com- 
menced by  calling  the  aitfniion  of  the  committee 
to  certain  dccnments,  particularly  the  report  of 
Colonel  Totten,  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  survey 
of  this  road  before  the  Qovemment  can  get  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory. 
There  was  a  considerable  opposition  to  the  grant- 
ing  of  land  in  that  territory  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  because  there  was  a  convention 
with  Great  Britain;  but  the  same  objections  did  not 
apply  to  the  measure  he  proposed. 

He  thought  it  was  high  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  possession  of  this  territory,  if 
they  ever  intended  to  do  it.  If  they  did  not  now, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  do  it  some  years 
hence.  The  British  Gh}vernment,  by  their  North- 
west Company,  had  taken  possession  of  the  coun- 
try, and  formed  trading  and  agricultural  settle- 
ments. Mr.  R.  here  went  into  an  argument  to 
s^ow  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  country; 
and  deprecated  the  idea  of  our  refraining  from  an 
ascertionofoor  rights,  because  it  might  give  um- 
brage to  the  British  Government.  He  admitted 
thai  there  was  no  inducement  now  to  our  citizens 
to  make  settlements  in  the  country,  unless  the 
Government  would  encourage  and  protect  them. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  very  evident  that 
if  the  debate  should  go  on  in  this  way,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  it.  He  understood  from  the  Clerk 
that  there  was  a  special  order,  which  would  take 
np  two  or  three  days|  and  he  would,  therefore, 
suggest  that  the  committee  ri.«e,  in  order  that  a 
resolution  to  take  this  bill  out  of  commiitee  might 
be  offered.  Mr.  F.  accordingly  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  result  was — ayes  74, 
aces  15;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  for  tellers,  and  Messrs. 
DxAN  and  Mathiot  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
ported 83  in  the  affirmative,  and  39  in  the  nega- 
tive. The .  committee  therefore  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  reported  a  resolution 
filing  3  o'clock  lor  the  termination  of  debate  on 
the  army  bill  in  Committee  of  the  .Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  reqnebiied  the  gentleman  fromN*w 
York  to  yield  the  floor  to  him,  that  he  might  sub- 
mit two  resolutions  which  he  had  prepared  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  to-day,^  which,  by  the  rule,  was 
resolution  day.  That  order  of  business,  however, 
having  been  passed  over,  he  asked  the  gentleman 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  present  them. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  yielded,  with  the  expres- 
sion of  his  desire  that  the  resolutions  would  not 
lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  a  resolution  calling 
upon  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
the  House  by  what  authority  Captain  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones  had  taken  possession  of  Monte- 
rey in  California,  &o. 

The  resolution  was  objected  to,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  submitted  another  resolution, 
which  called  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
President  to  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones, 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  his  present  com- 
mand, and  of  all  communications  which  may  have 
been  received  from  the  said  Captain  T.  Ap  Catesby 
Jones,  in  relation  to  tbe  capture  of  Monterey;  and 
also  calling  upon  the  President  to  inform  ibis 
House  if  there  had  been  any  despatch  transmitted 
recalling  Captain  Jones  from  his  command. 

This  resolution  was  also  objected  to,  and  there- 
fore wa^  not  received. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  renewed  his  motion  to  fix 
be  time  for  the  termination  of  debate  on  the  army 
bill,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  fixed  half-past  3 
oHslock.  On  this  he  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was-  seconded;  and  the  maitf  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put.  The  resolution  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  again 
resolye  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr. 
^oPKUfs  resumed  the  chair. 


The  pending  question,  when  the  committee  rose, 
was  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  RbtnoldsJ  and  its  consideration  was  now 
resumed. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that  the  mode  proposed  to 
be  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  was  not 
the  proper  one  in  which  to  deal  with  that  great 
question.  It  was  well  understoed  that  there  was 
a  bill  on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory  now 
before  the  Senate;  and  the  specific  question  involv- 
ed in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois would  come  before  the  House  when  the 
time  arrived  for  it  to  pass  on  the  bill  which  the 
Senate  might  send  to  them.  It  was,  therefore,  no# 
premature  to  enter  upon  it,  and  he  protested 
against  iis  being  now  made  a  test  question.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
he  was  prejudicing  tbe  question  which  he  wished  to 
promote,  by  the  course  he  was  adopting;  and  he 
would  suggest  to  him  the  propriety  of  wiUidrawing 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  also  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, mainly  on  tbe  ground  that  he  could  not  ap- 
prove of  that  specific  disposition  of  the  appropria- 
tion, preferring  to  leave  it  ia  the  discretion  of  the 
proper  department,  as  the  bill  now  proposed. 

Mr.  CROSS  also  briefly  suggested  that  the  gen- 
tleman's object  would  be  gained  by  the  survey 
whirh  was  necessary  to  mark  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas,  which  must 
be  done  pursuant  to  treaty  stipulation;  and,  there- 
fore, he  suggested  a  modification  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived  without  a 
division.  ^ 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^,  offered 
an  amendment,  as  was  understood,  to  make  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  extending    and  rendering ' 
more  complete  the  meteorological  survey* 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CAVE  J0HN80N, 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  and  Mr.  FILLMORE, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

When  the  committee  arrived  at  the  clause  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  support  of  West  Point 
Academy- 
Mr.  ROOSEVELT  submitted  an  amend- 
ment to  cut  off  the  pay  of  the  cadets.  Tbe 
country  (he  said)  furnished  the  cadets  with 
a  good  education,  and  paid  them  for  accepting  it; 
and  yet,  in  times  when  the  country  required  their 
services,  they  sent  in  their  resignations.  He  di- 
rected the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  refigna- 
tions,  when  the  service  of  these  officers,  who  were 
prepared  by  the  country,  was  required  for  the 
Florida  war;  and  said  he  had  nodoubt  an  abundance 
would  be  found  to  avail  themselves  of  the  educa- 
tion which  West  Point  afforded,  without  paying 
them  for  learning.  He  urged  bis  amendment,  too, 
on  the  ground  that  the  state  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  as  shown  by  a  document  lately  placed  on 
their  desks,  was  soch  as  to  call  for  all  practicable 
retrenchments.  From  tbe  document  to  which  he 
alluded,  he  derived  the  information  that  but 
$10,000,000  could  be  expected  from  imports  for 
the  current  year;  and  if  to  this  were  added  tbe 
amount  that  could  be  expected  from  the  public 
lands,  they  would  have  but  $11,000,000  to  meet 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government— of  |20,000,- 
000,  at  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  Secretary  cf  the 
Treasury;  though  how  they  were  to  be  reduced  to 
thatamount,he  (Mr.  Roosbtclt) could  not  imagine. 
He  suspected  they  would  amount  to  $27,000,000, 
which  must  be  met  with  $11,000,000,  for  they 
could  calculate  upon  no  more.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  time  to  look  around  them,  and 
see  what  reduction  could  be  made  in  their  ezpendi- 
tures,  that  they  might  protect  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. True,  the  money  paid  to  .the  cadets  was  small 
in  amount;  but  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  made  up  of  an  aggregate  of  small  items; 
and  by  this  retrenchment,  perhaps  $20,000  or  $30,- 
000  might  be  saved;  of  the  precise  amount,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  informed  himself. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  there  were  not 
more  cadets  who  had  graduated,  than  could  find 
employment  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He 
also  wisbedJo  know  whether  they  were  not  kept  as 
supernumeraries;  and  bow  many  they  were  in  nam* 


ber,  and  also  how  much  tbe  Government  paid 
to  them. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  understood  there  were  more 
graduating  than  the  service  of  tbe  eonntry  requir- 
ed; but  he  could  not  answer  all  the  inquiries  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  opposed  the  amendment,  con- 
tending'that  it  would  cut  off  the  sons  of  poor  peo- 
ple Irom  West  Point,  (many  of  whom,  even  now, 
could  not  raise  the  necessary  outfit  for  their  boys 
without  the  aid  o<  friends,)  and  leave  its  doors 
open  only  to  the  rich. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  the  reason  why  West 
Point  bad  fallen  into  disfavor,  was  because  rich 
men  availed  themselves  of  it  to  educate  their  sobs, 
and  then  withdraw  them  from  the  public  service. 
He  was  of  opinion  that,  unless  great  care  be  taken, 
that  institution  would  be  destroyed  But  respect- 
ing the  resignations  of  some  yeafs  past,  to  which 
allusion  bad  been  made,  he  said  that  was  a  time 
when  the  States  were  entering  on  public  works* 
and  the  persons  alluded  to  resigned,  not  from  cow- 
ardice, but  to  enter  the  public  service  in  other 
branches. 

He  next  commented  on  the  proposal  of  tbe  goi- 
tleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Ro<wevslt,]  to  with- 
hold tbe  pay  of  tbe  c%dets.  If  he  remembered 
right,  their  pay  was  $16  a  month,  with  rations. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  PnoFriT]  bad, 
well  described  their  condition.  He  (Mr.  G.)  bad, 
in  the  course  of  his  congressional  life,  appointed 
two  cadets,  and  in  neither  instance  bad  he  sought 
political  influence,  or  endeavored  to  confer  person- 
al obligation.  In  one  instance,  the  parents  of  the 
youth  bad  to  make  heavy  sacrifices  to  provide  an 
outfit  for  him,  when  he  started  to  West  Point;  in 
the  other,  the  young  man  was  the  son  of  a  widow, 
and  bis  friends  had  to  make  advances  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  enter.  In  both  case?,  he  sought  out 
those  most  worthy  of  the  place,  and  who  would  be 
least  likely  to  leave  the  army  when  their  services 
were  wanted.  Of  all  the  propositions  submitted 
in  relation  to  the  institution,  that  of  bis  colleague 
was  tbe  worst,  and  struck  the  heaviest  blow  at  tbe 
poor. 

It  was  the  nature  of  an  institution  like  tbe  West 
Point  Academy  to  run  to  ruin,  unless  carefulljr 
watched.  Every  new  officer  stationed  there  bad  some 
new  scheme  to  propose,  and  each  board  of  visiters 
brought  forward  something  more  grand  ihan  tbeir 
predecessors.  It  was  these  things  which  were  mudi 
calculated  to  influence  the  public  mind  against  the 
institution. 

Mr.  MALLORY  obuined  the  floor,  but 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  rose  to  make  an  explanation. 
While  up,  [Mr.  Mallout  not  yielding,  because  of 
the  shortness  of  the  time  left,]  be  was  understood 
to  say  that  he  bad  not  offered  his  amendment  as 
the  peculiar  friend  of  the  poor;  but  as  one  alike 
representing  the  interests  of  both  rich  and  poor. 

Mr.  MALLORY  ^aid  he  desired  to  make  a  sin- 
gle remark.  He  believed  West  Point  to  be  a  good 
institution,  and  would  do  nothing  to  injure  iL 
Yet,  be  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  upon  too 
large  a  scale.  It  should  be  reduced  to  correspond 
with  the  strength  of  the  army.  Unless  its  friends 
stepped  forward  and  curtailed  its  expenses,  it  would 
be  broken  down  by  its  own  weight.  Tbe  board  of 
visiters,  he  thought,  was  a  humbug,  and  ought  to 
be  abolished.  Indeed,  they  were  men  of  not  suf- 
ficient science  to  enable  them  to  examine  tbe  ca- 
dets and  the  institution.  As  other  gentlemen  were 
drsirous  of  speaking  during  the  remaining  fifteen 
minutes,  he  would  conclude  by  offering  a  proviso. 

The  proviso  was  read.  [See  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  dav's  proceedings  ] 

The  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order  at  i^ 
time.  ^ 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  be  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Roosevelt.]  It  would  banish  from  tbe  in- 
^titntion  all  poor  l>oys,  and  leave  it  open  only  to 
the  wealthy — of  whom  there  had  been  already  too 
large  a  proportion  there.  Not  that  he  wished  only 
the  sons  of  tbe  poor  to  be  educated  there;  but  that 
they  ought  to  have  at  least  an  equal  chance-— which 
they  would  not  have,  if  tbe  amendment  taking 
from  them  all  their  pay  was  adopted.  He  would 
not  say  the  pay  of  the  cadets  might  net,  and  ougbl 
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Bot,  t0  be  reduced;  bat  sufficient  for  their  topport 
ovg^tobe  given  them.  Iftbe  whole  o^^  their  pay  was 
abolished,  aome  of  the  most  promising  boys  would 
hafe  10  le«Te  the  institation.  The  eadet  he  had 
seleeled  from  his  district  would  be  compelled  to 
abuidon  it'  His  parents  had  too  many  children  to 
Bopport,  to  allow  them  to  keep  any  one  of  them 
in  soeh  an  institation.  He  had  st leoted  the  boy 
aUnded  to  Arom  the  pnblie  school  of  his  district, 
beeaoM  of  his  saperior  fitness  for  the  station.  At 
the  time  of  his  being  selected,  the  boy  maintained 
himself  by  deliTering  milk,  each  morning,  at  75 
cents  a  week.  He  hoped,  therefore,  if  the  institation 
was  to  remain,  that  iu  doors  woald  not  be  closed 
to  the  poor  of  the  coontry.  If  either  class  ooght 
exdisiTely  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense,  it 
should  be  the  poor.  They  would  be  most  likely, 
from  necessity,  to  defote  themselTCs  to  the  ser? ice 
of  their  country  in  after  life.  The  sons  of  the 
wealthy  too  often  relied  upon  .their  wealth  for  8up« 
'  port,  and  yielded  no  return  to  the  country  for  the 
edoeation  they  had  received  from  it,  Bot  he  was 
for  keeping  the  institution  open  alike  to  all  classes 
while  it  existed. 

He  was,  however,  opposed  to  the  continuance  of 
theinstitntioii  altogether.  It  was  in  ot>position  to 
the  whole  nature  and  character  of  our  Gk>vernment. 
The  General  Gk>vemment  was  not  created  to  edu- 
cate men  to  fill  its  different  departments.'  It  was 
not  intended  that  it  should  train  up  men  as  inherits 
on  of  its  power  and  places — of  the  offices  of  its 
army,  navy,  its  legislative  halls,  or  its  eiecntive 
departments;  for,  if  the  prlnciplA  was  to  be  carried 
out,  it  ought  to  educate  men  to  be  members  of 
Congress  and  eiecutive  officer.*.  This  was  not, the 
geaius  of  iwt  government  He  thought,  when  'the 
people  or  the  people's  Government  wanted  officers 
or  agents  of  any  kind,  they  ought  to  have  the  whole 
body  of  citizens  to  select  from,  and  take  the  best 
qaaUfiCd.  If  this  institution  was  abolished,  many 
others  would  spring  up  among  the  people  in  its 
place.  If  the  appointments  in  the  army  and  navy 
were  open  to  the  best  qualified  to  fill  them,  they 
would  fiad,  instead  of  a  few  hundred  boys,  thou- 
sands of  fnll-sized,  well- educated,  ready-m«de 
men,  every  way  prepared  to  do  good  service.  If 
the  competition  were  allowed,  a  military  education 
would  become  a  part  of  the  exercises  of  ordinary 
schools  and  seminaries.  Boys  would  be  trained 
therefor  the  arii^y,  for  the  law,  or  medicine,  or  civil 
engineering.  There  would  be  no  lack,  he  said,  of 
military  educated  men,  when  military  educated 
men  are  in  demand;  the  supply,  like  all  other  pur* 
suitaof  Ufe,  wouM  be  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 
At  present,  the  door  of  the  army  was  closed  to -all 
who  did  not  go  through  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Another  objection  to  it  was,  that  the  couDtry  had 
to  pay  for  educating  many  who  never  rendered  any 
service  in  retom.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  when  their  services  were  required,  they 
abandoned  the  flag  of  their  country  by  scores.  Out 
of  the  hundreds  and  thousands  educated  at  that  in- 
stitution, how  many— h^  might  say  how  /eio — had 
ever  rendered  any  important  service  to  the  country. 
What  had  been  the  facts  recently  stated  on  the 
floor  of  that  House,  when  the  subject  of  the 
coast  survey  was  under  consideration  ?  Why,  that 
there  were  not  in  the  whole  army  and  navy  of  iht 
United  States  men  competent  to  carry  on  that 
'survey;  and  that  the  country  must  look  to  the  pri- 
vate walks  of  life  for  the  necessary  talent  and 
education  to  carry  it  on. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking 
slightingly  of  the  officers  of  the  army  who  had 
been  educated  at  West  Poinr,  nor  of  the  compe* 
tency  of  most  of  thtm  to  perform  all  the  da  ties 
required  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  he  considered 
them  generally  as  of  a  high  order  of  military  and 
seientti&c  men;  but,  as  officers,  they  had  not  gen- 
erally shown  themselves  superior  to  the  officers  of. 
the  army  who  had  been  selected  from  the  citizens 
at  large*    Oar  recent  wars,  and  particularly  the 


'Florida  war,  had  not  developed  any  great  military 
genius  or  acquirements.  The  officers  of  the  revo- 
lutionary aimy,  and  of  that  of  the  late  war,  would 
not  lose  by  comparison  with  those  of  the  West  - 
Point  academy,  or  of  any  other  school.  General 
Jackson,  and  the  unedacated  ofllcers  under  him, 
had  shown  as  much  skill  and  bravery,  and  bad 
had  more  success  in  their  Indian  wars,  and  before 
New  Orleans,  than  would  be  foond  in  all  the  wars 
and  battles  of  all  the  West  Point  officers.  It 
would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  that  institution  had 
not  sent  out  some  good  officers  out  of  the  thous- 
ands there  educated;  but,  comparatively,  they  had 
been  few.  Even  now,  those  educated  there  did  not 
rank  in  the  army  higher  than  Colonel  Kearney, 
and  his  dragoon  officers,  who  had  all  been  taken 
from  private  life. 

It  was  needless,  he  said,  to  attempt  to  disguise 
the  fact,  that,  throughoot  the  whole  country,  there 
was  a  deep-rooted  and  widespread  opposition  in  the 
public  mind  to  the  institution.  BAany  States  had 
instructed  their  Representatives  and  Senators  to 
abolish  it;  and,  but  a  day  or  two  ago,  Connecticut 
sent  in  her  opposition.  He  did  not  wish  to  im- 
pote  improper  motives  to  any  member  of  the 
uoure;  but  it  was  but  too  apparent  that,  if  all  the 
personal  connexions  df  members  with  the  cadets, 
and  all  other  political  and  persoQal  considerations 
thereby  created,  oould  be  excluded,  the  institution 
would  not  remain  another  day. 

If  it  most  remain,  he  trusted  all— even  its  strong- 
est friends — would  perceive  the  necessity  of  curtail* 
iog  its  numbers,  as  was  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mal- 
LOBT.]  The  army  was  being  reduced,  and  there 
were  already  more  cadets  attached  to  it  than  were 
neeessary  to  fill  all  its  offices.  If,  therefbre,  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  educate  boys  to  make  offi- 
cers for  the  army,  it  was  not  necessary,  certainly, 
to  educate  them  to  be  mere  hangers-on  to  that 
army,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  treaimry— to  be 
the  '*mere  cankers  of  a  long  peace."  These  were 
not  times  for  useless  expenditure.  The  revenue 
of  the  country  was  far  short  of  its  expenditures. 
ReUrenchmept  must  be  made  somewhere,  or  the 
national  debtwodld  increase.  It  had  increased, 
be  said,  and  was  increasing  at  a  fearful  rate;  taxes 
had  increafed,  and  would  have  to  be  increased  still 
further  to  pay  it;  and  ought  they  tc  go  on  edu- 
cating boys  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  paying 
hosts  of  officers  in  both,  to  walk  the  streets  of  the 
cities  in  idleness    He  was  opposed  to  it  all. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  imagined  there  would 
be  but  one  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  BIallort] 
It  would  root  out  the  abtises  of  that  glorious  insti- 
tution, West  Point,  and  diminisn  the  increasing 
feeling  against  it;  whilst  it  would  not  impair  its 
useftilness.  He  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.'RoosKVBLT,]  and 
thought  it  could  not  have  been  seriously  ofiered.  It 
might  be — as  gentlemen  had  said— that  some  offi- 
cers resigned  Uieir  places  after  having  beeneda- 
cat?d  at  the  expense  of  the  Government;  but  he 
could  testify  that  a  number  of  those  who  veiun- 
(eered  to  go  and  fight  against  the  savages  were  edu- 
cated ht  West  Point;  and,  though  retired  to  civil 
life,  came  when  their  country  called  them,  and 
rushed  to  the  battle-field.  He  replied  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Baowirl^that  Government  should  not  educate  any 
one  to  fill  its  offices.  The  contrary  from  what  the 
gentleman  wished  was  in  practice  every  day.  He 
referred  the  gentleman  to  the  whole  organization 
of  the  army  and  navy.  The  education  of  those 
who  had  to  command  must  be  begun  somewhere. 
In  the  navy,  it  was  begun  with  Ac  midshipman; 
and  in  the  army,  with  the  cadet.  If  gentlemen, 
with  their  Oregon  ideas,  would  precipitate  us  into 
a  caflipaign  in  that  territory,  he  wished  to  have 
men  of  science  to  coadact  it;  for  it  really  seemed 
10  him  that  they  desiied  to  conquer  Oregon  pttfu 


Bir.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  advocated  the  Wett 
Point  academy.  He  contended  that  it  waa  not 
true  that  the  cadets  were  edocated  for  the 
army.  They  were  already  m  the  ^rmy,  andliUt 
educated  as  much  as  any  soldier.  4t  wonld  be  at 
reasonable  to  cut  off  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  com- 
posing the  army  as  of  the  cadets.  He  replied  to 
the  objection  that  officers  educated  at  West  Point 
had  resigned,  and  pictured  to  the  House  the  con- 
duct of  the  ndlant  Dade  and  his  compatriots  who 
fell  in  Florida,  and  who  received  their  education 
at  West  Point.  He  argued  that  the  academj 
had  had  an  important  influence  upon  the  military 
discipline  of  the  country,  as  extended  and  improved 
by  those  who  bad  there  received  their  cducatioft 
and  retired  to  civil  life. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  RoosBvxiiT,  and  lost  without  a  division, 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment,  pro* 
vidmg  that  no  more  cadets  shall  be  appoints  to 
the  miliianr  acadenqr  after  the  Ist  of  July  next, 
till  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress;  and  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  a  plan  to  Congress, 
at  the  next  session,  for  the  gradual  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  ths  military  academy. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  cadets 
to  one  hundred;  but  this  motion  was  rejectcdi^ 
ayes  27,  noes  99. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  offered  the  following  amrad* 
ment  to  the  amendment: 

Protidedf  Tlut  Id  all  ctiet  of  •ppoinuntati  or  eadati  to  the 
Weft  Point  Academy,  the  indi?ldnal  Mlected  tball  lieao  aeittal 
rMfdeDtoftheoongreMioDaldMtrict  of  theflcato  or  Tarritofy 
from  which  tha  appointmc^^urporta  to  be  made. 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  first  clauM 
of  the  amendment,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  MALLosTt 
and  lost^ — ayes  44,  noes  83. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  amendment,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  a  plaa 
for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  and  lost— «ye» 
46,  noes  not  eoanted. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  offered  an  amendment  direct- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  a  plan  whcrebf 
a  person  paying  his  own  expenses  may  be  educated 
at  West  Point;  rejected. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  a  board  of 
visiters  at  the  West  Point  Academy.  Carried— 
ayes  89,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  EVERETT  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  the  number  of  cadets  shall  bci  limited  to  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  Congress;  and  that 
each  congressional  district  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  one  cadet,  and  no  more,  at  the  academy:  ear^ 
ried. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  an  amendment 
providing  that  no  money  appropriated  by  this  bill 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  larger  sum 
of  faioney  to  the  officers  of  the  General  l^aff,  the 
Ctuartermaster  General^  department,  the  Subai&t- 
ence  and  Purchasing  departments,  the  Engineer 
and  Topographical  bureaux,  and  Military  Acad- 
emy, &c.,  dfcc,  than  is  now  paid  to  the  officers  of 
the  same  grade  in  the  infantry,  and  that  all  laws 
inconsistent  with  this  {iroviso  be  repealed:  rejected* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  riaei 
rejected. 

Mr.  BARTON  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
for  the  restoration  of  the  civil,  and  the  abotishmcnt 
of  the  military  superintendencies  of  the  national 
armories:  rejected. 

Mr.  8PRIGG  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores:  rejected.  ^ 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Tbe  question  then  coming  up  on  concurring  Ia 
the  ameadmenti  made  in  Committee  of  ilm  WMe, 
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Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentoeky  moved  the  pre« 
TtoQs  qamH<mi  wliieh  was  aeeoa^  by  tbe  Hofise, 
and  the  main  qaeation  ordered. 

Ifr.  CALDWELL  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
joaro;  which  qoestion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  afflrmative^ — ^yeas  91,  nays  67. 

So  the  Honse  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Tdk$dit,  Janoary  31|  1843. 

Ifr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Blaine  engaged  in  the  lamber  trade,  asking 
Congress  to  levy  ah  increase  in  specific  dafy  on 
lumber  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the 
British  colonies;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
miitee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Benjamin  J.  Wood  and  others,  citiiens  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  refened  to  the  Judi- 
ciar?  Committee. 

Ur.  WRIQHT  presented  two  memorials— one 
signed  by  177,  and  the  other  by  313  citizens  of 
Lockporl,  in  Niagara  county,  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
whidi  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  memorial  from  inhabitants  of 
Windsor,  in  Broome  county.  New  York,  praying 
Congress  to  repieal  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania, 
recommending  the  issue,  by  the  General  Gtovem- 
ment,  of  |200,000,000  of  stock  lo  the  Slates  and 
Territories,  based  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial,  numerously  signed 
by  citiiens  of  die  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
A.f  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  some 
action  to  restore  Mr.  Ken^I  to  his  personal  liberty, 
of  which  he  has  teen  deprived  in  consequence  of 
Us  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Bfr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  memorial  from 
merdiants  and  ehip-owners  of  Portland,  Maine, 
praying  Congress  to  make  such  alterations  in  4>ur 
commercial  regulations  with  foreign  powers,  con- 
sistent with  treaty  stipulations,  as  will  produce 
greater  reciprocity  in  trade:  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Dowling,  attorney  in  fact,  and  administrator  of 
Patrick  Grey,  deceased,  of  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illi- 
nois, praying  indemnity  for  a  home  lost  in  the  late 
Black  Hawk  war:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city  council 
of  Galena,  Illinois,  praying  that  that  city  may  be 
made  a  port  of  entry:  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Peoria  to  Fulton 
city,  in  Whiteside  county,  in  that  State:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Abo,  presented  the  petitions  of  Aaron  Payne 
and  Wm.  C.  Murphy,  praying  for  arrears  of  pen- 
sioa:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  presented  the  last  report  of  the  president 
and  board  of  canal  commissioners  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal;  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fmance  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  on  the 
subject  of  the  canal;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  having  charge 
of  that  subject. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Alvin  C.  Gowell,  representing  that  he  invented  a 
great  improvement  in  rockets,  and  other  fire -works, 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  War  Department; 
and  prajiof  compensation  for  the  same:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mf.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Tirzah  Hunt,  reported  the  same  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
The  question  was  then  pot  on  the  motion  for  in- 


definite postponement,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Ifr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  for  repairing  and  repaving  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. . 

Mr.  M.  also,  firom  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  extending  the  charters  of  the  several  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AflTairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  House  bill  ^ 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Stcckbridge 
tribe  of  Indians.*' 

Mr.  f.  also  reported,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Welch; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  additional  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine^  instructing 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives 
from  that  State  lo  vote  for  a  bill  unconditionally 
refnndiag  to  GknelU  Jackson  the  fine  so  unjustly 
imposed  on  him  by  Judge  Hall  of  Louisiana; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Numerous  bills  from  the  House,  of  a  private 
character,  which  passed  that  body  on  Saturday 
last,  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  appropriately 
referred. 

Mr.  MILLER,  (torn  the  Committee  on' the  Post 
Office  tnd  Post  Roads,  to  .Which  bad  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
having  the  Assistants  Postmaster  General  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  As- 
sistants Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States;'* 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  members  of  the  bar  and  other  citizens  of  New 
Jersey,  on  the  subject  of  holding  the  United  States 
district  conrts  at  Trenton,  instead  of  Barlingtonand 
New  Brunswick,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  place 
of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
shipowners  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that 
a  floating  dock,  on  the  plan  ot  Mr.  Gilbert,  may 
be  constructed  at  Brooklyn:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.     

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTONDEN,  the  joint 
resolution  to  establish  in  the  States  of  Kentucky 
and  Missouri  agencies  for  water-rotted  hemp,  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  YOUNG  remarked  that  it  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  by  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
Tennessee,  that  an  agency  ^ould  also  be  estab- 
lished in  that  Slate,  as  a  considerable  quantity  of 
hemp  was  raised  there.  He  therefore  moved  to 
insert  one  agent  for  Tennessee.  He  would  also 
make  a  similar  motion  in  regard  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  for  hemp  was  raised  in  that  State.  In 
reference  to  the  hemp  of  Illinois,  he  would  only 
say  that  he  had  presented  a  specimen  to  the  Navy 
Department,  and  the  Secretary  remarked  that  it 
was  the  best  specimen  ever  presented  there.  He 
was  satisfied  that  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  if  an 
agency  was  established  there,  hemp  would  meet 
w^th  very  extensive  caltivation.  He  did  not  desire 
to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  resolu- 
tion; but,  believing  that  there  would  be  very  small 
additicmal  expense  incurred,  if  an  agent  were  ap- 
pointed to  each  of  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Il- 
linois, and  not  knowing  of  any  objection  to  such 
an  amendment,  he  hoped  it  would  be  acquiesced 
in. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said, that,  the  resohition,  as 
it  now  stood,  only  made  provision  for  the  two 
States  (Kentucky  and  Missouri)  which  were  large- 
ly engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  this  article,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  water-rotted  hemp.  He  thoufshc 
it  was  time  enough  to  create  agencies  in  the  otber 
two  States  proposed,  when  they  shall  have  made 
the  same  progress  in  the  pieparation  of  the  article. 


The  agendes  would  involve  some  expense.  He 
submitted,  therefore,  to  the  BeMlor  from  BliMis, 
whether,  under  the  mrcumstanees,  thoee  JItatis 
having  yet  cultivated  so  limited  a  quantity  of  the 
article,  and  having  made  no  progress  in  the  water- 
rotting  process,  it  was  necessary  that  agendas 
should  be  established  there  immediately.  When 
the  necessity  arises  for  the  creation  of  agencies  in 
those  States,  no  Senator  would  be  nu»e  ready.lo 
vote  for  them  tban  he  would.  He  hoped  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  would  not  jeopard  the  resolittioft 
by  moving,  at  this  late  stage  of  the  aeasioii,  an 
amendment  which  would  make  it  neeesaaiy  to  la- 
tum the  resolution  for  action  in  the  other  Houae- 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  spoke  also  of  the  prog- 
ress making  in  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the  eultiva- 
tion  of  hemp,  400  acres  of  which  had  been  planted 
by  one  individual  alone,  and  he  was  exteasivdy 
waternrotting  it;  and  however  desirable  it^might  be 
to  have  an  agency  in  that  State  also,  as  the'matler 
then  stood  he  would  not  embarrass  the  re8olaiion» 
at  this  stage  of  the  session,  with  an  amendmnt. 
He  was  willing  that  ageneies  should  be  first  eatab- 
lished  in  thoee  States  which  hfid  made  giealer 
progress  in  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the 
artide. 

Mr.  YOUNG  ramarked,  that  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  embarrass  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion. He  did  not  know,  at  the  time  when  be  made 
the  motion,  that  the  proposed  agendes  involved  any 
considerable  expense.  As  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky supposed  the  amendment  might  hazard  die 
passage  of  the  resolution^  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  reaurked  that  the  two  appendn 
proposed  in  the  resolution  were  g^eral  m  ibeir 
character.  The  inspections  and  purchaaea  by  those 
agents  would  not,  therefore,  be  confined  to  the 
hemp  of  the  particular  State  in  which  they  »ay 
reside;  but  they  csn  purchase  the  hemp  of  Tenses^ 
see  and  Illinois.  These  agencies  woiud  be  estab- 
lished at  such  points  on  the  rivers  as  woold  give 
the  greatest  facility  to  the  hemp-growera  of  all  the 
States. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  understand  what  naeeasity 
there  was  for  such  a  resolution  as  that  now  before 
the  Senate.  He  was  not  aware  that  anj  en- 
couragement from  the  General  Gk>vemmenl  for  this 
particular  branch  of  farming  was  more  adled  for 
than  would  be  proper  for  the  growth  of  bread- 
stuffs  for  the  navy.  It  was  the  beginning  of  a 
system  of  sending  agencies  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment into  the  Suites,  which  would  lead  to  such 
results  that  the  very  gentlemen  now  advoeatiag 
this  proposition  would  have  to  come  forward  the 
first,  themselves,  for  its  repeal.  A  system  of  fiavn^ 
itism  would  grow  up,  (for  these  agents  could  not 
help  becoming  the  tools  of  influential  men  in  local 
dis&icts,)  which  would  result. in  the  purchase 
for  the  Government  of  the  worst  materials  at 
the  highest  price,  until  what  they  would  select 
would  not  be  worth  having.  There  could  be  no 
better  way  devised  fer  supplying  the  navy  with 
hemp  for  cordage  and  doth,  than  that  which  now 
exists;  whereby  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  adver- 
tises for  proposals  and  samples,  and  deddes  upon 
the  best  articles  he  wants,  at  the  most  favorable 
prices.  Let  the  farmers  who  choose  to  grow  hemp 
for  the  navy  compete  with  the  foreign  artide,  and 
make  it  better  ana  sell  it  d^e^per,  and  it  will  inaure 
a  market  for  so  much  as  our  navy  may  require. 
All  thffi  should  be  done  without  this  special  inter* 
ferenee  on  the  part  of  the  General  GovemmeaL 

Mr*  ALIjBN  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  CaimnoBN,]  whether  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  had  not  the  power  already*  under  ex- 
isting laws,  to  appoint  agents  to  examine  and  pai^ 
chase  hemp. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  supposed  he  had.  The 
Seiutor  fron^  Alabama  seemed  to  apprehend  that 
the  agents  that  might  be  appointed  in  those  two 
Stales,  under  this  resolution,  would  soon  become 
subjected  to  individual  influence;  and  the  eene- 
quence  would  be  the  purchase  of  worthless  hemp 
for  the  use  of  the  navy.  He  asked  that  Senakff 
whether  those  agents  would  be  more  liable  to  iadi- 
vidnal  influence,  or  more  likely  to  purchase  a  bad 
article,  than  those  officers  employKTat  Boston  or 
New  York  by  the  Government,  to  make  porcha^et 
I  of  the  foreign  artid^ 


CONGHESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Hr.  kinO.  Tiitj  make  ibeir  pnrchasM  bycon- 
tfac),on  tunplfs. 

Mr.  CRITTBND8N.  Well,  ibeii,  the  ifeni 
Aai  Bikes  ibe  coniTRCt  Jbr  the  parcbne,  bu  to 
extialiie  the  hemp;  and  is  JdsI  u  liablp,  throogh 
iiidividna]  iDflaenee,  lo  purchuc  ■  bad  aiilole,  m 
Ibe  ifeodes,  i(  established  in  KeclDck;  or  Mis- 
Mori  To  say  ibftt  tte  cannot  h*vB  a  aofficicni 
■geaej,  it  to  smj  ibal  «e  tre  a  lace  of  dishonest 
■MO.  Tfae  Senator's  argDinent  was  as  mncb  ■■ 
aignmeni  agaion  all  haman  ageocy,  as  it  was 
•gaiiiil  Iha  acenc;  proposed  in  ibe  resolution.  It 
WW  Tcall;  Eorpming  ibat  tbe  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama apprehended  no  collusions  and  improper  in- 
flaeoCM  in  tbe  agents  for  parchasinE  the  foreign 
BTtiele  in  Ibe  Kaclcm  ports.  Mr.  C.  then 
nobe  at  some  lengih  on  the  disadTaniRgee  lo 
the  hsmp-girowerB  of  tbe  West,  in  consequence 
of  hB*inf  to  uanspoti  their  hemp  at  a  great 
expense,  after  it  i>  prepared,  to  Ibe  Boston 
watfeet,  lo  aDdergo  tbe  inspeetion  of  the  agent 
then;  which  hemp  is  fteqneoilf  condemned  by 
*neh  igealB,  owing  lo  the  impFrfact  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  the  growen  of  the  article,  of  the 
walei^rotting  process.  The  hemp  thtis  condemned 
ii  left  wiiboBI  a  market;  and  is  ibFn  sold,  at  a 
great  sacrifice,  for  parposes  of  sacking.  Now,  if 
these  agencies  were  eiinblisbed  in  Kentncky  and 
HisMori,  those  engaged  in  the  culture  ind  prepara- 
lii»  of  the  article  woald  be  saved  at  least  the  ex- 
pense ol  uansporialion;  for  if  the  hemp  was  eoa- 
demaed  at  bomr,  tbey  wontd  then  manafacinre  it 
iito  something  else.  He  bad  do  doubt,  if  proper 
eneoDrageaeDi  was  girrn  our  own  people  who 
have  tnrned  their  attention  to  the  miner,  suffleient 
hemp — better  than  the  foreign  article— conld  be 
raised  in  the  Siaie  of  Kentucky  alone,  to  snpply 
tbe  wants  of  ibe  navy. 

Mr.  B&YARD  spoke  al  some  leng^i  on  Ibe  pro- 
priety of  pBEsiug  ibe  reeulalion.  He  remarked  that 
tbe  Sesaior  from  Alabama  would  perceive  thai, 
nntess  some  anihoriiy  was  giveti  by  the  passage  of 
taeh  ■  resolnlion  lo  establish  agencies,  no  appro- 
prialion  conld  be  made  for  iba  object.  The  res- 
olotiOD  was  merely  intended  as  a  basis  to  aalhorize 
tbe  iaserlion  in  tbe  general  approprialion  bill  of 
an  item-to  defray  tbe  eipenses;  which  could  not  be 
done  tmder  tbe  rale,  which  excludes  from  that  bill 
aU  appropriations  except  for  objects  antborized  by 
law.  If  tbe  resolnlion  was  pas^d,  siill  it  remains 
for  Congress,  after  they  shall  bare  seen  an  estimate 
•f  Ibe  amoDDl  nece&aary  lo  pay  those  agents  and 
make  the  purdiases,  to  say  wheilier  they  would 
make  the  appropriatioi).  Unless  ihe  appropria- 
tion was  mMe,  tin  resolution  woald  lemain  u  a 
dead  letter  on  the  statate. 

Ht.  LlEtN  expressed  a  wi»h  that  Ihe  queMion 
would  be  taken  wiihoat  farther  debate;  if  that 
was  not  done,  be  woold  moTc  to  pass  ibs  reaolntion 
OTtr  till  to-morrow. 

Ur.  McDUFFIB  remarked,  ihai  ibe  resolnlioD 
iofolrcd  a  nailer  of  some  importance,  and  desired 
that  it  might  be  postponed  till  lo-morrow,  lo  en- 
able kin  to  makea  few  remarks.    Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  resolntion 
was  paaaed  over  informally. 

THE  ORBQON  TERRITORY. 

Tbe  nnSnikbed  debate  on  lbs  qnestion  Ofpats- 
iag  tba  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlemeni  of 
flw  TUritory  of  Oregon,  came  op  as  the  special 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  being  entitled  to  the  Itoor,  ad- 
dlesaed  the  Senate  for  upwards  of  an  honr  in  op- 
podtion  to  tbe  panage  of  the  bill.  Tba  time  and 
cireDmstuieeB  he  considered  most  unpropitioas  for 
arging  this  mearaie.  It  conld  lead  to  nothing  bat 
Ibe  toss  of  Ibe  territory.  And  be  bad  a  much 
higher  esiimate  of  its  valne  anK  importance  than 
hit  distinguished  and  eloquent  colleague  [Mr.  Mc- 
Dv^iB.]  The  exercise  of  our  soTerelgnty  over 
ii  BOW,  mast  inevilably  lesd  to  ttsiatance  on  ibe 
part  of  Oiaat  Britain.  That  resistance  conld 
only  KSBit'  in  oar  eiiber  retracting  or  main- 
laiaing  oir  position,  fitionld  we  have  lo  re- 
trace oar  slap),  it  wonM  be  to  a  position  infi- 
nitely worse  than  ibal  we  now  ocenpy.  Should  we 
pndat,  war  mnst  be  the  oonssqnenee.  And  what 
eoald  we  espeet  from  a  stmggte  of  that  kind  in  a 
legira  so  dUtut,  when  everytblog  wonki  operate 


favorably  for  our  opponents,  and  to  onr  own  dis- 
wlvantage}  It  must  endingiving^o  Great  Britain 
Iha  entire  pofsrssion  of  Ihe  territory;  and  hoif  ibrn 
conld  we  regain  afooiiag  in  it  but  by  negoiiaiionT 
Was  it  not  better  to  have  the  neg otialion  now  in 
amily,  than  after  a  contest,  amid  nukiad  feeiingit}, 

Mr.  C.  pointed  out,  al  cociiderabli  tenglb,  the 
consequences  of  a  stiife  itith  England  oa  Ibis  sub- 
ject. He  adverted  to  the  nnprepired  condition  of 
Ibis  country  tor  it.  He  considered  onr  present 
position  tbe  most  safe,  honorable,  and  advaniege- 
ous  we  could,  under  existing  circnmsiances,  occu- 
py. It  was  so  eoDtidered  by  every  adminisiration 
since  the  convention  of  ISIB.  Time  wonld  do 
more  for  as  than  any  legislation  we  conld  devise. 
Tbe  rapid  advance  of  our  population  in  number 
and  progress  westward,  bad  been  such  within  the 
past  Ihirly  years,  as  to  justify  the  caleulaiioD  that 
Ibe  period  cannot  be  far  distant  when  even  ibe 
Rocky  MouDtiint  cannot  slop  iis  onward  march. 
We  gain  sirength  by  time.  Tbe  Btttisb,  on  the 
contrary,  will  be  weakened  by  those  circamstances 
which  will  operate  most  favorably  to  us. 

Hr.  PHELPS  conld  not  concar  in  ihe  views 
taken  by  Ihose  Senators  wbo  had  spoken  in  oppo- 
sition lo  tbe  principal  provision  of  Ibis  bill — tbat 
which  prnpoGes  a  prospective  grant  of  lands  to  set- 
tlers. He  argued  tbat  itae  right  of  otcupation  by 
our  ciliaens  was  conceded  in  ibe  admission  tbat 
we  might  extend  onr  Territorial  laws  over  tbe  ter- 
ritory. We  conld  not  have  citizens  to  extend  Ihose 
laws  lo,  unless  tbey  bad  babilaiions  10  dwell  in, 
and  lands  lo  cnllivate.  The  prerequisite  of  oeea- 
patlon  was  therefore  implied.  Ht  took  each  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  successively,  and  maintained  that 
there  could  be  nothing  inconsistent  with  Ibe  treaty 
in  Its  purpose  and  objecti.  He  read  extracts  from 
Ibe  correspondence  of  Ur.  Oallatin,  to  show  that 
tbe  British  ministers  during  iheir  Degoiiation  with 
him,  admitted  that  we  might  do  everything  we  now 
proposed  to  do  by  this  bill.  He  dwelt  al  consider- 
able length  on  tbe  termsof  the  treaty,  and  the  prop- 
er definition  of  its  previsions;  and  eonclnded  by 
expressing  a  hope  that  tbe  bill  in  ils  present  shape 
ttoold  be  supported  by  amajoriiy  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RIVES  iniimaicd  a  desire  to  address  tbe 
Senate  on  Ihe  subject.  He  believed  be  bad  some 
peculiar  views,  lo  which  he  wonld  wish  tbe  atten- 
tion of  Senators  might  be  directed;  but  the  attend- 
ance was  so  thin,  at  tbat  late  hour,  that  be  should 
ask  the  indnlgenoe  of  Ihe  Senate  10  allow  tbe  bill 
lo  be  passed  over  Informally  till  tO'morrow. 

Mr.  LINN  woald  notobject,as  lite  Senator  from 
Tirginia  desired  a  postponement,  although  be  conld 
wish  ibot  some  further  progress  were  made  in  tbe 
maiMi  this  evening.  He  had  riten  10  make  a  sin- 
gle temarkr  which  stemed  to  be  called  for,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  what  bad  fallen  fYom  tbe  Senator  from 
South  CAvlina,  [Mr.  CiLHODX.]  He  alluded  to 
Ihe  cinmmslsnce  of  Mr.  Montoe'i  communication 
relative  to  Ibe  building  of  a  fortification  al  the 
monih  of  Ihe  Columbia  river,  for  Ihe  protection  of 
our  eomnerce.  While  ap,  be  would  say  a  word 
in  reference  to  the  impniaiion  of  the  inlrodoeiion 
of  ttiis  bill  by  him  being  a  rosb  measure.  Now,  he 
contended  there  could  be  no  objection  to  ibis  bill 
on  the  score  of  rashness;  for  be  had  urged  the  enb- 
jaci  in  1B3B,  and  repeatedly  since.  He  had  yielded 
to  tbe  experience  and  judgment  of  others.  In  to- 
frtining  lo  preaa  it  to  a  final  vole,  while  tbe  diSt- 
ODltics  with  Bngiand  wire  nnder  negotiation.  He 
now  believed  it  would  have  been  better  if  be  had 
not  yielded  to  that  course.  Had  he  pressed  the 
miller  forward,  he  believed  tbe  interests  of  ibis 
eouDlry,  in  relation  lo  tbe  Oregon  Territory,  would 
have  been  secured  by  this  time,  or  al  least  would 
stand  upon  a  better  footing  than  they  now  do. 

Ur.  CALHOUN  replied,  brieBy,  that  although 
be  was  Becretiry  of  War  in  Mr.  Monroe'R  admiu- 
isiratioD,  and  knew  it  was  a  wise  and  pradeni  ad- 
ministration, be  did  not  feel  responsible  for  any  of 
the  measnreecf  his  Cabinet  in  which  he  bad  not 
taken  part.  As  to  the  cnforccmenl  of  this  bill  at 
any  period  since  it  was  first  pioposed,  the  true 
qneaiion  was.  wbeiher  its  provisions  conld  be  car- 
ried out  if  Qreai  Britain  resisted  them. 

bit.  LINN  said  tbat,  as  tbe  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia wished  the  sabjecl  lo  be  passed  over  informal- 


he  should  nake  no  objectloD  lo 

mat  wuiiuit. 

The  bill  aras  then  passed  over  iBformally;  tat. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KVAMS, 
The  Senats  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRESBNTATlVEa 
Tdesdat,  January  31, 1843. 

Mr.  C.  J.'  JNQRR80LL  prebenied  two  petiliou 
of  ciiixens  of  Ibecity  and  county  ot  Philadslpbio, 
in  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  that 
'■Amos  Kendall,  laJe  Postmaster  Qtneral  of  tba 
United  States,  is  now  confined  within  the  limits 
oftbecoanly  of  Washington,  in  the  DiBlrict  of 
Columbia,  in  eonseqnenoe  of  having  withheld, 
while  Posmaster  Qeceral,  die  payment  of  a  snu 
of  money,  said  10  have  been  due  by  tbe  Post  OfBee 
DeparimenI  10  certain  mail  contractors,  but  which 
he  believed  they  were  not  jnstly  eniilled  In;  and 
praying  Congress  to  past  sucha  law  is  will  leatore 
to  the  said  Amos  Kendall  his  personal  liberty,  ud 
remunerate  him  for  ibc  loss  of  time  and  ezpentM 
incurred  in  defending  Uie  salts  against  blm  by  tba 
aforesaid  mail  coniraclors." 

Hr.  MOORE  presented  the  petition  of  Beobes 
Drake,  and  33  other  lababitaBis  interested,  prayiK 
for,ihe  esiabtiibmcnt  of  a  post  route  ftom  Nauhi- 
toches  to  Uonroe,  I^uinana. 

Ur.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Silva- 
uns  G.  Pressey,  and  TS  other  merchants  and  ship- 
masters of  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penobscot  Bay;  trhlcb 
was  referred  lo  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Ur.  BOYD  presented  the  memoiial  of  D.  A. 
Qreen,  and  68  other  dtixeus  of  Smithlsnd,  Eei^ 
lucky,  asking  ae  appropriation  10  remove  obeinio- 
lions  to  the  navigaiionof  the  Hlssiisippi,  Ohio,  Uis> 
souri,  and  Arkansas  rivef;  which  was  referred  to 
Ihe  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  ihesuteoftbe 
Vnibn. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Ur.  CLIFFORD  asked  leave  lo  offer  Ihe  f 
lowing  resolution: 


Opplr  lbs  HKHBITJ  mi 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  ihe  lecepiion  of  tbe 

itEoluilon. 
Hr.  CLIFFORD  tbereupan  moved  a  suspensiaa 

of  the  rules,  in  order  to  gel  it  befoie  the  House- 
Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  hoped  Ibegentlemott 

from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  hit  objee- 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  Iha 
motion  10  suspend  the  rules.  They  were  ordered, 
andresalted— yeas38,nays  76,  as  follows: 


NAYB-HaWK  Undtrw.   Andraws,  mwrlock  J.  Aa. 
inn,  Ajetiff,  BikaKk.  B*k«t,  Buion,  Blilr,  Boardnitn, 

--ta,   Brt™,   F - ' '-■■ 


rDiih  BiiJwD, 


Ciinpt»tl,6irullwt%Cilltlanii<ii,BlA]ey  N.CIu^i, 
J>iiia>Gi»per,Co«eD.CiBDHon,QvTMtDaTk.iohn  Edmrik, 


»  flrsbtin,  Giuf  u,  Onn, 


...  .       -.,.     kMlmfl 

■led,  IlKirji  HoiloOD,  Hunt,  Joaspa  n.  iD|vnoii,  . 
icrin,  Jimn,  John  P.  Kdmrdj,  UD*,  HcKenHn,  Bunno 
Mum,  HathicH,  Huiodu  Muwali,  Hurnud,  Htrtmdwr, 
HDori,  OwilaT,  Ptuca,  Fmllalaa,  Pop*.  RWBMv,  Eivotr. 
RDndiar.  RtO^ar,  Rodoay,  Wltlkm  BuMlL  JuM«  uTiuw- 
Hll,  Miwtall,  TrvDWi  emiih,  a^.1lI^  autstji,  Sinun, 
AtenndH-H:  H.  Anin,  JohnT.  SQUIiaiiinaunilUiifems 
Tllluijliul,  Toland,  Trumlmllj  Wunn,  Bdsud  I).  Whiu, 
JocepET  Vfliiu.  ThomM  W.  Wtlllui*,  ChriKopbu  a. 
Wtlllsm^  Vorks,  Augamu  Yomii,  ud  Jolm  Taung— 7B. 

Bo  (iwo-tbirds  not  voting  in  tbe  affirmative}  Uie 
rules  were  not  suspended. 
lit.  J.  YOUHG  repoiWd  m  bUI  for  the  ndief  of 


328 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


John  McGinnis;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaeo. 

REPORT  ON  QEN.  JACKSON'S  FINB. 

Mr.PEARCE  asked  leare  to  make  a  report, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  refund ing  the  fine  imposed  on  Major  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson.  He  said  he  was  instmcted 
to  move  the  printing  of  fi?e  thoosand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  RAYNBR  said  that,  basmnch  as  this  was 
pne  of  the  leading  measures  of  the  session,  he 
should  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Objection  haying  been  made«  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Speaker  the  presentation  of  the  report  was  ^ 
deferred  nntil  the  Judiciary  Committee  should  be 
called  in  its  turo. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  THE  WEST. 

Mr.  CASBT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  Senate  bill  No.  33,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  auihorixcr  the  Legislatures  of  Illinois,  Arkan- 
aas,  Louisiana,  and  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
said  Sutes.** 

Mr.  C.  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  now  passed, 
as  it  was  important  to  three  or  four  States,  and  had 
several  times  passed  the  Senate. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  the 
previous  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  HOWARD  objected  to  the  bill,  and  moved 
that  it  belaid  on  the  table. 

Mr.*  STUART  of  Illinois  wished  to  speak,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  state  of  the  question  before 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  lay  on  the  table— ayes  48,  noes  136. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  recnrring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  it  was  seconded  by  the  House, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  question  being  on  the  third  reading  of 
tiie  bill, 

Mr.  HOWARD  of  Michigan  addressed  the 
House  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  of  Illinois  repUed. 

MraA.  Y.  BROWN  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  it  was  seconded.  The  main  question  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put.  On  the  passage  of  the  bill 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  but  not  ordered. 
Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Sntdkr  andGRAHosa  were  appointed,  and 
they  reported  70  in  the  affirmative,  and  61  in  the 
negative;  so  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported,  with  some  limendments,  Secate 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing  of 
the  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
Arkansas,  and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iow«, 
and  tor  other  purposes.  It  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  investiga- 
tion of  alleged  frauds  under  the  pre-emption  laws, 
and  for  other  purpose^  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
moved  that  the  report  which  was  this  morning 
laid  on  the  Clerk's  desk,  respecthig  the  refunding 
ef  (General  Jackson's  fine,  together  with  the  minor- 
ity report  of  the  committee  made  at  thi^ast  session, 
be  printed,  and  that  there  be  printea5,000  extra 
copies. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  usual  number  only 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
rt ported  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Joseph  Nourse,  with  an  adverse  re- 
port thereon.  The  bill,  together  with  the  report, 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MOORE,  f>om  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ef 
Elizabeth  Burress;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
mitted. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Peters,  de- 
ceased; whidi  was  read  twioCi  and  committed. 


THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  asked  the  House  to 
take  up-  and  dispose  of  the  army  appropriation 
bill,  on  which  the  previous  question  was  yesteiday 
ordered.  He  made  this  request  for  the  chairmai^ 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  was 
indisposed  this  morning;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  the  bill  to  be  disposed  of,  for  -  there 
were  only  about  twenty-one  days  remaining  of  the 
session,  after  deducting  those  days  assigned  to 
special  orders.  It  was,  therefore,  very  desirable 
that  the  House  should  now  consent  to  act. 

The  bill  was  taken  op  by  general  consent. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  making  an 
'appropriation  for  extending  and  rendering  more 
complete  the  meteorological  survey,  was  not  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendment  requiring  individuals  to  be 
hereafter  appointed  ascadefs,  to  be  actual  residents 
of  the  congressional  district  of  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory &om  which  the  appointment  purports  to  be 
made,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  hays 
on  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  amend- 
ment, which  provides  that  hereafter  there  shall 
not  be  a  board  of  visiters  at  the  West  Point 
Academy,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress; 
and  being  ordered,  they  resulted — ^yeas  109,  nays 
51. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed 
to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  provided 
that  the  number  of  cadets  should  be  limited  to  the 
number  of  members  and  delegates  in  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  Qoncnrred  in;  also  the 
amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
board  of  yisiters. 

The  amendments  having  been  passed  over,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment;  and,  having 
been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  the  prevbus  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  order- 
ed to  be  now  pnL 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  here  made  a  re- 
port; and,  after  the  several  bills  had  been  signed  by 
the  Speaker, 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether  there  was  not 
a  motion  to  rescind  the  special  order  appointed  for 
to-day. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  he  had  made  such  a 
motion;  but  he  did  not  purpose  calling  it  up,  unless 
more  important  business  should  come  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  or4er  to 
call  op  the  motion  to-morrow,  or  at  any  time  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  special  order. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINES&l 

sir.  A.  C.  DODGE  called  up  the  special  order 
of  the  day — the  consideration  of  business  apper- 
tnining  to  the  several  Territories. 

Mr.  D.  said  that,  before  he  made  a  motion  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  de« 
sired  to  obtain  a  dedsion  upon  a  motion  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  He  refened 
to  the  motion  then  made  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  House  rejected  the  bill  to  pay  the 
militia  of  Iowa  for  services  rendered  in  1839, 
when  called  out  during  the  unpleasant  controversy 
with  Missouri.  The  bill  was  rejected  by  fa 
few  votes,  and  he  believed  its  merits  were  not 
properly  understood.  If  members  would  give  him 
their  attention,  he  would  endeavor  to  establish  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  He  inquired  whether  it  was 
in  order  to  debate  the  motion  to  reconsider  at  this 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  it  was. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  asked  if  it  was  strictly  in 
order  to  revive  a  motion  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Compress, 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  remained  on  the 
calendar  as  part  of  the  unfinished  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  DODGE  resumed.  He  read  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  House  at  the  first  session  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth Congress,  to  show  that  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint 
an  officer  to  muster  the  militia  of  Iowa  prepaiatory 


to  their  psyment.  In  accordance  with  this  reaolv- 
tion,  an  officer  was  appointed,  who  mastered  the 
militia,  and  made  a  report  to  the  SedetaryoT 
War.  That  report  was  jrannaiued  ^  Sec- 
retary Poinsett  to  the  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  HD]m^^ 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  by  him  laid  befora  it. 
In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  suggested  certain  cor- 
rections of  the  muster-roll,  which  were  made  by 
the  proper  officer,  and  also  recommended  that  the 
troops  should  be  paid. 

[Here  Mr.  D.  read  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pom- 
sett  referred  to.]  The  objection  raised  last  seosion 
to  the  payment  of  the  troops,  was,  that  the  scr* 
vice  in  which  they  were  eugaged  was  nnealled  for 
and  unnecessary.  Now,  he  (Mr.  D.)  stood  upon 
that  floor  as  the  representative  of  thooe  people  who 
were  called  out  by  officers  sent  to  lowm  by  the 
United  States  Government;  and  be  fislt  it  to  be  a 
high  and  responsible  duty  which  he  owed  them,  to 
see  that  justice  was  done.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  men  were  called  out  by  offioeis  of  the 
United  State8->tbe  Governor  and  marshal  of  the 
Territory— and  read  passages  from  dieir  several 
communications.  The  Governor  of  Iowa  received 
notice  that  the'  aathorities  of  Missouri  were  col- 
lecting tales  from  the  dtizeas  of  that  Territory; 
and  he  immediately  issued  his  proclamation,  warn- 
ing ihem  hot  to  execute  their  process.  In  the  Gov- 
ernor's prodamation,  the  act  of  Corgress  om  the 
subject  was  referred  to,  as  making  it  obligatory  tqp- 
on  him  to  do  what  he  did.  [Here  Mr.  D.  read 
from  the  law.]  The  Governor  was  the  officer  of 
the  United  States,  sent  to  afford  protection  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  over  which  he  pre- 
sided. So  also  was  the  marshal,  who  madh  the 
call  upon  the  Governor,  and  who  was  fully  sus- 
tained by^the  district^ttomey  of  the  United  States, 
his  legal  adviser.  He  then  read  the  letter  of  the 
United  States  marshal,  and  commented  upon  it. 

Mr.  D.  then  read  certain  letters  from  the  United 
States  marshal,  and  the  opinion  of  Charies 
Western,  esq.,  the  United  States  attorney,  togedMr 
with  a  letter  (torn  Stephen  Whitcher,  esq.,  to  shovf 
the  necessity  that  eiisted  for  calling  the  Iowa  mili- 
tia into  service.  Mr.  D.  also  read  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  extending  the- northern 
boundary  of  Uiat  State,  which  he  said  predpitaled 
and  brought  on  all  these  diffiotilties.  Afteriead- 
ing  these  documents,  Mr.  D.  sM  that  the  point 
he  wished  to  make,  was,  that  the  Territorial  Gov« 
emment  of  Iowa  had  exercised  jurisdielion  over 
the  territory  in. dispute,  ever  since  it  was  acquired 
from  the  Indians  in  1333;  and  that  the  Legiakunie 
of  Missouri  invaded  it  with  an  aimed  foiee,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  wresting  it  «from  the  United  States 
and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  levying  taxes 
on  it;  that  it  comprised  within  it  a  popolation  of 
six  thousand  petvons,  whose  seuiiments  were 
so  averse  to  the  attempted  usurpations  of  Biis- 
souri,  that  they  resisted  it  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power;  being  backed  in  such  reststanee 
by  those  whom  they  were  bound  to  respect 
— via.  the  governor:  appointed  over  them  by 
the- Government  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
marshal,  and  the  district  attorney  of  the  Territory, 
also  United  States  ofllcers.  He  would  add,  that  it 
was  a  most  unwelcome  service  to  the  people  of 
Iowa;  for,  apart  from  their  disinclination  toopposs 
their  own  countrymen  in  arms,  they  were  called 
out  at  a  most  inclement  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  ground  was  covered  with  snow.  Could  Con* 
gross,  then,  refuse  to  compensate  for  services  ren- 
dered imder  such  drcumsiancei?  They  were  not 
men  capable  of  sol  ting  nice  constitutional  ques- 
tions, but  were  the  men  whose  enterprise  bad 
opened  to  settlement  and  cultivation  a  rich  and 
fertileTerritory,  and  who  werein  time  to  extend 
our  borders  by  the  settlement  of  Oregon.  Such 
men  were  not  nice  casuists,  and  were,  thaefoie, 
sufficiently  justified  in  obeying  the  orders  of  their 
lawful  superiors.  He  could  tell  the  House,  that 
such  was  the  aversion  to  this  service,  that  BMuy  of 
the  officers — men  of  character  and  respectability^ 
for  revising  to  obey  the  order  calling  them  mto  sif- 
vice,  were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  under  the  mi- 
litia laws  of  the  Territory,  and  cashiered.  Theie 
was  another  fact  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  Every  one  of  the  gMcrals, 
according  to  the  coastntction  of  the  War  Depart- 
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ment,  bad  beeo  tiiieken  ont  of  ibe  accoam;  and 
tbonfh  there  were  eight  of  ihem  in  th^  fi  Id,  not  f»n 
officer  above  the  rank  of  eolonel  woold  be  paid.  He 
himself  wai  ready  and  willing  lo  acqniesee  in  this 
decision,  thoagh  it  affected  him,  as  one  of  the  gen- 
erals stricken  ont;  for  his  anxiety  to  get  the  men 
paid  the  poor  pittance  they  claimed  for  their  hard 
senrioe,  and  to  get  the  larmers  paid  for"  the  com, 
beef,  and  pork  they  famished  for  the  snsie- 
nance  of  the  men  and  their  horses,  super- 
seded any  feeling  for  himself,  and  those  of  the 
safie  rank  with  him.  To  add  to  the  hardships 
of  the  ease  of  these  claimants,  he  would 
add,  that  at  the  time  these  snnplies  were  fornished, 
the  homes  of  a  ntimber  of  the  settlers  were  pro- 
eUimed  for  sale  by  the  President,  and  thAt  they 
sold  their  produce  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  pay  for  them;  belicTing,  as  they  were  assured 
by  diose  they  had  confidence  in,  that  their  accounts 
would  be  settled  and  allowed  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Now,  in  consequence  of  their  not  getting 
ptid,  as  they  bad  a  right  to  expect,  many  of  them 
were  forced  to  borrow  money,  at  a  heavy  interest, 
to  pay  for  the  homes  they  had  settled  and  brought 
into  cultiTation.  As  be  before  stated,  the  service 
was  a  most  unwelcome  and  most  unpleasant  one; 
ind  he  desired  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Unduiwood,]  who  nude  a 
remark  last  year  that  he  believed  had  caused 
the  defeat  of  this  bill.  The  gentleman,  on  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays,  said  that  he  wished 
to  see  who  would  vote  for  a  bill  to  pay  these 
people  for  fighting  their  own  countrymen.  Now, 
ne  would  remark  to  the  gentleman,  that  the  peo- 
ple he  spoke  of  in  this  wkw  were  by  no  means 
deserving  of  bis  censure.  They  engaged  very  re- 
luctantly in  this  service,  at  the  command  of  those 
plaeed  by  this  Government  in  authority  over  them; 
and  one  of  these  men  had  faithfully  served  his 
country  in  the  last  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  and 
was  present  and  saw  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Dudley's  defeat. 
They  were  not  nice  judges  of  constitution^  law; 
bot  the  hardy  and  enterprising  setders,  who  had 
settled  and  brought  into  cultivation  a  rich  and 
growing  territory,  and  who  would  extend  the  bound- 
aries of  the  United  States,  by  seUling  and  defend' 
ing  its  territory,  even  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  He 
hoped  the  motion  for  reconsideration  would  pre- 
niL 

The  question  was  (ben  taken  on  the  motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  resulted  in  ayes  53,  noes  43. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  ordered  and 
appointed,  [Messrs.  Bbiocm  and  C.  Bbown;]  and 
the  question  being  again  taken,  they  reported  ayes 
74,  noes  36.  ^ 

There  still  being  no  quoram,  Mr.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
on  the  table,  and  oUIed  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as 
the  best  means  of  getting  a  full  vote. 

Mr.  MSDILL  movc^]^  a  call  of  the  House:  re- 
jected—ayes 44,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CAYB  JOHNSON  again  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ibe  question  of  reconsideration, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  resulted— jeas  90, 
nays  45. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MORGAN  and  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON 
etDed  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  order- 
ed; and  resulted— yeas  89,  imys  48. 

9o  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
WamiBSDAT,  February  1,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pre  fim.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Patent  Office,  cov- 
ering the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  signed 
If  twenty-three  citiiens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking 
Congress  to  create  a  stock  of  |Q00,000,00e,  based 
oa  the  publie  domain,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
Stales  and  Territories  in  the  proportion  of  their 
representative  ratio;  which  was  r^crred  to  the 
Coauaittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MIT1.KR  piaented  the  proeeedings  of  a 


lueetiog  of  the  citiiens  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
residing  on  the  eastern  side  <tf  a  branch  of  the  Po- 
tomac, adcing  Congress  to  purchase  one  o^  ipore 
of  the  bridges  across  the  Eastern  branch,  and  to 
malu  them  free:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  amendment  or  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  fh>m  Alleghany 
cotmty,  Peimsylvaiiia,  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer,  as  recommended 
by  the  Executive:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  BAGBT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  far  the 
relief  of  Jamison  and  Williamson;  wfalch  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  AT  GALENA. 

Bftr.  McROBBRTS  introduced  a  bill  to  establish 
a  port  of  entry  at  Galena,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
He  said  he  should  move  its^  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce;  and,  in  doing  so,  would 
send  with  it  a  memorial  froni  the  city  council  of 
Galena,  asking  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  estab- 
lished there.  He  said,  if  the  committee  would 
read  the  memorial,  be  thought  they  would  find 
abundant  reasons  for  acceding  to  the  request  of  the 
memorialists. 

He  would  say  to  the  Senate  thkt  Galena,  ac^rd- 
ing  to  the  statement  of  the  city  council,  contained 
a  population  of  3,000,  and  that  some  estimate 
could  be  formed  of  its  commerce  from  the  details 
which  the  memorial  furnished.  In  1849,  the  num- 
ber of  up-river  steamboat  arrivals  at  the  place  was 
195,  and  the  number  of  keel-boats  towed  by  steam- 
ers was*  1 60.  The  number  of  pigs  of  lead  shipped 
at  the  port  was  940,000,  besides  a  considerable 
amount  of  lead  in  small  bars.  It  also  appears 
that  the  exportation  of  lead  has  increased  from 
11,000,000  lbs.  in  1835,  to  30,000,000  lbs.  in  1841; 
this  last  amount,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  would 
be  nearly  a  million  of  dollars.  It  is  also  shown 
that  the  importations  to  the  city  of  Ghtlena,in  1841, 
of  mercbaiKlise,  amounted  to  about  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  memorial  presents  some  interesting  statis- 
tics connected  with  the  lead  trade  in  the  whole  of 
the  country  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Mr.  McR.  said  there  were  abundantjreasons 
shown  in  the  memorial  why  Galena  should  be 
made  a  port  of  entry,  and  be  hoped  the  committee 
would  recommend  it  accordingly. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  was,  with  the  me- 
morial, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consider- 
ation of  the  petitions  of  H*  F.  Pierment  and  John 
Golder. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  with  for- 
eign countries,  by  treaty,  of  the  rates  of  duties  on 
imports  and  exports,  on  principles  of  just  recipro- 
city; which  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  he  would  not  then  ask  for 
its  second  reading,  with  a  view  to  its  reference. 
The  subject  of  the  bill  was  a  very  comprehensive 
one.  He  merely  wished  it  to  be  printed;  and  if, 
after  an  examination  of  its  provisions,  Senators 
should  think  any  reference  of  it  to  a  committee 
necessary,  he  would  move  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment.  House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Peters.  Moore,  and  Company.^ 

Several  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees, 
on  private  claims,  were .  taken  up  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration,  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  bill  to  prevent 
tbe  employment  of  private  expresses  upon  mail 
routes,  and  for  tbe  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr,  HENDERSON  said  ba  would  be  paifecUy 


satisfied  with  the  bill,  if  it  was  amended  in  two 
p'articulars— that  was,  by  inserting  in  its  second 
and  fifth  sections  the  words  **and  actually  in  pos- 
session of  snch  mailable  matter,**  fo  as  to  make 
the  penalty  attach  to  tbe  owners  of  fiage-coaehes, 
railroad  cars,  and  8teamboais,  who  may  carry  as 
passenger  any  person  employed  ds  a  private  ex- 
press, only  in  cases  where  such  agents  may  be  ac- 
tually in  possession  of  mailable  matter  for  trans- 
portation. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  bad  no  sort  of  objection 
to  the  amendment,  because  it  was  exactly  in  act 
cordance  with  tbe  idea  of  tbe  committee  in  agree- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  bill — its  object  being  to 
prevent  frauds  on  tbe  revenues  of  tbe  department, 
without  placing  unnecessary  restrictions  oa  the 
rights  of  the  owners  of  railroads,  steamboats,  and 
stages. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PORTER  remarked  that  the. provisions  oj 
this  bill  proposed  to  establish  restrictions  much 
broader  than  by  tbe  Post  Office  law  of  1835.  By 
reference  to  that  law,  it  would  be  sten  th^t  tbe  in- 
terdict only  extended  to  letters;  and  left  it  optional 
to  those  who  might  wish  to  transmit  new^pera 
and  pamphlets,  either  to  send  them  by  the  regalar 
mails,  or  by  other  conveyance.  Bot  this  bill  plaices 
the  interdict  on  all  mailable  mattej^— newspapers, 

Eamphiets,  aod  even  tbe  public  documents,  which 
e  believed  were  mailable  matter.  According  to 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  would  be  penal  for 
any  person  to  transport  any  of  the  public  docu- 
ments, except  through  the  regular  mail.  He  ob- 
jected to  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  made  it 
penal  to  transmit  newspapers  and  pamphlets  out 
of  tbe  mail,  because  it  was  a  great  convenience  to 
the  publie  to  receive  newspapers  out  of  the  mail, 
and  in  advance  of  it— which  was  tbe  case'now,  to 
a  very  great  extent;  and  yet  it  was  no  disad- 
vantage, or  a  very  small  one,  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  to  be  deprived  of  the  carriage  of  them. 
Newspapers  were  sometimes  actually  conveyed 
from  Lix  to  twelve  hours  sooner,  by  way  of  the 
Sound  and  Housatonic  railroad,  to  Albany,  than 
by  the  regular  mail  route  between  New  York  city 
and  Albany.  Now,  anything  which  facilitated  tbe 
transportation  between  those  cities  was  of  great 
interest  to  his  constituents.  He  could  not,^ere- 
fore,  consent  to  that  provision  of  the  billwbich 
BUikes  it  penal  to  convey  newspapers  and  docu- 
ments out  of  the  mail.  He  proposed  to  send  home 
some  doctiments  of  a  public  nature,  which,  if  he 
should  happen  to  place  on  board  of  a  steamboat 
for  that  purpose,  would  subject  himself  to  tbe 
penalties  of  tbe  bill,  for  transporting  mailable  mat- 
ter ont  of  tbe  mail.  He  would,  therefore,  to  obviate 
bis  abjection  to  the  bill,  move  to  strike  from  tbe 
second  section  the  words  "or  other  mailable  matter 
whatsoever.*^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  bis  honorable  friend  from 
Michigan  was  entirely  mistaken  as  to  .(he  mean- 
ing of  tbe  words  **mailablejnatter."  He  ventured 
to  say  that  tb^e  was  not  a  lawyer  within  the  wal.'s 
of  the  Senate,  or  elsewhere,  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  construe  those  words,  who  would  not  do  so  with 
reference  to  the  existing  laws,  which  defined  what 
was  mailable  matter.  Newspapers  and  pamphlets 
were  not  made  mailable  matter  by  this  bill,  but  by 
previous  law.  Tbe  term  '^mailable  matter*'  was 
use^,  because  it  was  comprehensive,  and  in- 
cluded all  matter  other  than  letters,  which  by 
existing  law  was  mailable.  If  these  words  wera 
stricken  outjhe  effect  of  tbe  bill  woold  be  destroyed. 
Mr.  M.  furaier  argued  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  carry  newspa- 
pers and  pamphlets  in  the  mail,  jt  sboiUd  be  se- 
cured in  a  monopoly  of  snch  carriage,  as  the  ex- 
pense has  to  be  incurred  by  making  provision  for 
their  transportation.  It  was  necessary  to  have  such 
a  monopoly,  to  enable  the  department  to  transport 
the  mail,  unless  it  was  desirable  that  that  depart- 
ment should  fall  a  burden  on  the  common  treas- 
ury. 

Messra.  WOODBRIDGE,  PORTER,  CHOATB, 
HUNTINGTON,  and  WOODBURY,  pointed  out 
objections  to  the  bill,  which  they  exprwd  a  wish 
that  tbe  diairman  of  the  Poet  Ofllce  (XmmiUee 
[Mr.  Meauoe]  would  conaeat  to  rttto've^  by  modi- 
ficatioiif  of  its  piofiiioai*  ^ 
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Mr.  MERRICK  replied  lo  these  several  objec- 
tloD8|  and  the  bill  was  passed  o?er  informally  till 
to-monow,  the  morning  hoar  having  expired. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unfinished  debate  on  the  question  of  pass- 
ing the  bill  for  the  oocnpation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  came  np  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  RIVES,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  Senate  for  abont  an  honr  and  a  half  in  support 
of  the  general  objects  of  the  bill*  but  in  opposition  to 
the  retention  of  the  provision  for  a  grant  of  lands. 

He  recognised  and  adopted  to  the  fnUest  extent 
the  reasons  so  ably  and  eloquently  enforced  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Linn  J  in  relation  to 
the  national  importance  of  the  territory.  He  also 
coficnrred  wi^  him  in  the  opinion^that  our  inter- 
ests and  onr  rights  must  suffer  inetrievably  by  any 
further  delay  on  the  part  of  our  Government  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  the  occupation  of  the  terri« 
tory  by  our  citiiens.  With  the  exception  of  the 
jnere  formality  of  taking  possession  of  Fort  George, 
(Astoria,)  after  the  war,  in  1818,  our  Government 
never  had  done  anything  to  obtain  the  occupation 
we  claim  as  our  right,  or  even  the  joint  occupation 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty.  For  nearly  thirty 
years— «ince  the  breaking  up  of  Mr.  Aster's  estab- 
lishment in  1813 — we  had  been  out  of  possession, 
and  the  British  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  b^n 
allowed  tbe  exclusive  occupation  for  alt  practical 
purposes.  However  limited  the  Tiews  and  objects 
of  that  company  were  for  the  first  ten  or  fifteen 
years  of  this  interval,  it  was  in  vain  now  to  escape 
the  conviction  that  these  views  and  objects  have 
been  enlarged  and  extended  so  as  to  embrace  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  the  peirmanent  settlement  of 
selected  portions  of  the  territory.  Pending  the  dif- 
fieulttes  which  had  so  long  existed  between  Great 
Britain  and  tbe  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary  and  other  irritating  subjects, 
the  postponement  of  this  question  of  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory  was,  per- 
haps,  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done,  under  the 
circumstances.  Now  that  these  leading  difficulties 
have  been  so  happily  adjusted  by  the  late  ueaty,  it 
seemed  to  be  the  proper  time  for  taking  some  steps 
on  the  part  of  our  Goyemment  to  preserve  our 
X$ghl8.# 

Mr.  R.  reviewed  the  whole  history  of  our  title, 
and  showed  that  it  took  its  origin  in  the  original 
charters  granting  to  our  ancestors  the  territory  from 
aea  to  sea— from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Bacifie.  He 
reeapitnlated  the  history  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  all  the  arguments  of  title  founded  on  discov- 
ery; and  fh>m  all  these,  he  proved  that  we  stood  on 
quite  a  different  foundation  from  that  on  which 
Great  Britain  would  stand.  We  claimed  the  sove- 
Teignty  as  ours  by  right  of  discorery.  But  if  we 
neglected  the  condition  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
wfaieh  requires  that  we  should  follow  up  tbe  dis- 
covery by  occupation.  Great  Britain  might  contend 
that  our  negUet  was  a  waiver  of  our  right.  The 
terms  of  tbe  existing  treaty  had,  however,  saved 
our  claim  on  tbe  ground  of  discover j-,  but  we  could 
no  longer,  with  safety,  refrain  from  some  effiei'eDt 
act  of  joint  occupation,  consistent  with  our  obliga- 
tions aud  good  faith  und«r  the  treaty.  He  consid- 
ered the  provisions  of  this  bill,  with  the  exception 
of  that  proposed  to  be  stricben  out,  were  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  spirit  and  mtaning  of  the  con- 
Tentioo,  and  such  as  would  be  perfectly  unexcep- 
tionable. He  therefore  would  vote  for  the  recom* 
mittal  of  the  bill;  and  if  tbe  provision^for  grants 
of  land  should  be  stricken  out,  he  would  give 
hearty  support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Abchbr]  would  modify  his  motion,  which 
he  understood  now  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  so  as  to  make 
it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  select  committee  whi<^  reported  the  bill 
having  been  discharged,  he  did  not  know  what 
otiier  committee  than  one  of  the  standing  comtbit- 
teee  the  hilt  could  be  referred  to.  There  was  no 
commiiteAf  tbe  whole. 

Beveral  Senators  explained  that  in  the  Senate 
there  was««iot,  strictly  spealdng,  a  committee  of 
Ihe  whole. 
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Mr.  SEVIER  said,  it  so,  he  would  prefer  hav- 
ing tbe  question  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  in 
its  present  form.  On  tbe  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  * 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Considerable  difficulty  seemed  to  arise  as  to  the 
recommittal  of  the  bill;  most  of  the  Senators  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  discussion  merely  requiring 
that  the  land  provision  should  be  stricken  out,  so 
as  to  have  a  unanimoiis  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Bdt  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  not  being  with- 
drawn, the  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  had  precedence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  having  asked  for  a  stiggestion  to 
get  out  of  the  difficulty;  and, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  having  thrown  out  one,  to  the 
effect  that  the  recommital  might  be  to  a  select 
committee,  admitting  of  the  appointment  of  the 
same  gentlemen  who  were  on  the  committee  that 
reported  the  bill,  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was  withdrawn* 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  the  question  of  recommittal 
being  put,  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  honr  being 
late,  the  subject  was  passed  6ver  informally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN, 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  session;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WsDNxsDAT,  February  1, 1843. 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL  presented  a 
petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the 
passage  of  suqh  a  law  as  will  restore  Amos  Kendall 
to  his  persona}  liberty,  of  which  he  has  been  de- 
prived in  consequence  of  a  judgment  obtained 
against  him  for  certain  of  his  official  acts  while 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  35  citizens  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  petitioning  Con- 
gress to  repeal  the  law  by  which  the  summer  term 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  were  removed  from  Columbus  to  Cincinnati: 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  memorial,  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
bar  and  other  citizens  ^  Marion,  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  (in  all  67,)  of  the  same  diaracter,  and  the 
same  reference  made. 

Mr.  UTTLEFIELD  presented  resolutions,  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  instructing 
the  Senators  and  requesting  tbe  Representatives  of 
that  State  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  pass- 
age of  a  bill  unconditionally  refunding  to  General 
Jackson  the  fine,  with  interest  and  cost,  imposed 
on  him  by  Judge  Hall. 

[These  resolutions  passed  the  Senate  of  Maine 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one 
in  the  House  of  Representatives] 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CaAwroao,  successor  to  tbe 
late  Mr.  Habeusham  of  Gkorgia,  was  this  morning 
sworn,  and  took  his  seat.    < 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  submitted  the  follow- 
ing  resolution;  and  it  was  adcpled: 

Reaolvedy  lliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  totbia 
Ilouae  the  Dumber,  claaaea,  aod  compenaatioa  of  every  docrip* 
lion  of  the  officers,  and  all  other  peraona  connected  with  the 
collecUoQ  of  the  revenues,  in  the  employment  of  the  United 
Brates,  at  the  following  ports,  viz:  Portland,  Boston,  Salem, 
Newburyport,  New  London,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfollr, 
Charleston,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans,  on  the  l»t  day  of  janu- 
aty,  1843,  and  on  the  Isi  day  of  January,  1829,  respectively; 
and  thai  he  also  report  the  gross  amount  o(  revenue  collected 
at  each  of  those  p^rts  for  the  two  yean  preceding  those  dates. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolved^  That  thePoatmaster  General  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  House  how  be  has  expeoded  the  appropiiatioo  made 
at  the  last  seraion  of  Congress  for  the  nurchsM  of  the  grounds 
adjacent  to  the  General  Post  Office  building;  what  use  has  been 
made  of  the  property  purchased;  and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  it 
is  necessary  ana  expedient  for  the  Goveromeut  to  purchase  tbe 
remainder  of  the  grounds  on  the  Square. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  (o  a  privileged 
question;  and,  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  yesterday,  by 
which  tbe  army  appropriation  bill  was  passed. 
His  object  was  to  move  a  resolution,  if  the  House 
should  agree  to  reconsider  tbe  vote,  to  recommit 


the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
instructions  to  strike  from  it  every  item  which 
could  ^  dispensed  wiih,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service.  For  the  three  several  days  that  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this 
bid,  the  entire  time  of  the  House  was  taken  up 
with  a  discussion  of  some  two  cr  three  minor 
points;  while  every  gentleman  knew,  he  presumed, 
that  this  bill  contained  a  large  amount  of  appro- 
priations— something  like  |5,000»000.  During  that 
debate,  the  question  was  asked,  (but  ne?er  an- 
swered by  the  chairmau  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,)  what  amount  of  revenue  was 
expected  for  the  comfhg  yearl  If  he  could  now 
get  the  ear  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  he 
would  again  ask  what  amount  was  expected  to  be 
received  during  die  coming  year. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  too  hoarse  to  ad- 
dress the  House;  but,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mis; 
sissippi  would  come  to  bis  de^k,  he  would  show 
him  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exp^ted. 
from  a  document  which  that  officer  had  fnrnidied 
to  the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  some 
other  observations,  which  did  not  reach  the  report* 
er's  desk. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  From  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  them,  it  was  evident  the  Secnta- 
ry  had  greatly  erred  in  his  estimate.  He  had  antici- 
pated 116)000,000  from  customs,  when  it  wis 
evident  the  sum  could  not  exceed  $13,000,000,  and 
by  many  not  more  than  |10, 000,000  was  expected. 
The  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  had  also  estunated 
tbat  $i,700,000  would  accrue  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands;  but  in  his  (Mr.  TsoMfsoii^) 
estimation,  that  was  also  a  mistake;  for  be  did  not 
believe  that  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars could  be  realized  from  the  public  lands.  From 
the  papers  of  this  monnng,  it  appeared  that  the 
officers  of  tbe  Gk)vemment  had  succeeded  in  bo^ 
rowing  |5,000,000;  but  in  the  fiscal  year  1844,  if 
they  gave  no  power  to  tbe  Secretary  or  the  Pres- 
ident to  borrow  more,  they  would  have  a  deficit 
amounting  to  17,000,000  or  $8,000,000.  How  be 
was  one  of  those  who,  in  his  private  lehttions, 
adopted  this  system — 

*Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  rose,  and  asked  if  it  was 
in  order  to  discuss  tbe  subject  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  that 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  was  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed.  If  they  had  no 
means  of  raising  money,  what  shonld1>e  the  poliqr 
of  this  Government?  They  had  attempted  to  bor- 
row; and  in  that  attempt  they  had  failed.  [Cries 
of  "No,  no,  no !"]  Abroad,  they  were  disgraced 
and  dishonored.  They  had  mcceeded,  it  was  troe, 
in  now  borrowing  a  sum  of^money;  but  who  did 
not  feel  that  they  were  disgraced  1^  the  manner  in 
which  it  bad  been  done?  It  surely  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  felicitation;  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
farther  attempts  to  borrow;  and  be  was  willing  so 
to  make  the  appropriations  as  to  avoid  that  neces* 
sity.  And  he  wished  to  put  this  question  as  a  test 
vote,  whether  gentlemen  would  so  make  tbe  appro* 
priations  as  to  tfvoid  the  additional  necessity  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

Mr.  DODQE  of  Iowa  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  to  let  the  question  of  recon^dera- 
tion  go  over  to  another  day,  that  this  day  aod  to- 
morrow might  be  devoted  to  Territorial  business, 
which  was  tbe  special  order  for  those  days.  Yt9» 
terday,  much  of  the  time  was  consumed  in  tbe  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  in  relation  to  land  in  lUiDoii 
and  the  army  bill;  and  he  trusted  that  the  remaii- 
ing  Xim9  set  apart  for  Territorial  business  would  be 
given  to  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  quite  wilUag  to 
assent  to  such  an  arrangement. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MftSON  hoped  the  meUoa  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  be  disposed 
of  this  morning,  for  it  was  very  desirable  that  the 
House  sboold  take  final  action  on  this  bill  ai  sooa 
as  possible,  that  it  might  go  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  but  a  very  few 
remarks  more  to  make.  It  was  not  bis  intentioa 
to  make  a  speech;  he  merely  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  if  they  pro- 
ceeded thus  to  make  appropriations,  they  should 
look  to  the  neoeaiary  coi^Kquences  of  sneh.A 
course*    Last  year,  they  passed  a  biU  called  the 
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ttaiff  bin— whidi  wai  ezpeeted,  he  beliered,  by  the 
eofflmittee  who  reported  it,  to  yield  a  reTenae  of 
#86,000,000;  but  the  proejpeet  new  was,  that  it 
woald  not  yield  more  than  |10,000,000.  And  as 
be  saw  no  propokitioii  nttde  to  rednee  the  dntiee 
fixed  by  that  bill,  he  asked  whether  they  would 
go  forwird  aid  make  appropriations,  while  there 
was  no  money  to  meet  them.  The  conseqaenee  of 
iaereasing  onr  tariff  of  duties  had  been,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  destroy  our  commerce;  and  if  appropri- 
atiODS  were  limited  even  to  |90,000,000,  he  was  of 
opinitn  that  it  woo  id  be  more  than  the  reTenne 
woold  meet.  They  would  necessarily,  then,  be 
driren  to  borrow  money;  and  he  asked,  should 
they  not  rather  strike  ont  every  item  of  eipendi- 
tare  which  could  be  dispensed  with,  rather  than 
bonow  money  under  existing  eiieumstancej»1  They 
had  attemptml  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  ordi-  i 
aary  expenses  of  the  Goremment  for  three  or  four 
ymis,  and  he  held  that  they  shoald  now  stop  that 
poliqr* 

Before  he  eondaded,  he  wohld  make  a  remark 
respecting  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  gentleman 
bad  reduced  the  appropriations  this  year  |1,800,000, 
for  which  he  deserTCS  the  thanks  of  Congref  s.  This 
was  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  senriees  dispensed 
with  in  the  Florida  war;and'he  (Mr.  T.)  was  satis- 
fied that  still  greater  savings  might  be  effected  if 
the  Oomnrittee  of  Ways  and  Bieana  would  state  to 
bun  the  impossibility  of  meeting  sach  appropria- 
tfoBS.  Bat  it  would  be  impossible  for  him,  or  any 
other  member  of  the  House,  without  a  oonsulta- 
tioa  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  point  out  what 
itunseanbe  most  appropriately  dispensed  with, 
and  what  items  of  appropriation  can  be  properly 
•nd  jadiemusly  diminished. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  be  was  in  hopes  that  this  biU, 
which  was  yesterday  passed  apparently  so  unani- 
mously, woold  haye  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  Sen- 
ate ondisturbed,  and  without  the  lecture  to  this  en- 
tire body  from  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
Bat  that  gentleman  bad  not  only  read  a  lesson  u>* 
this  entire  body,  including  his  own  political  friends; 
bat  be  had  read  a  lesson  to  himself,  for  he  bad  al- 
lowed this  bill  to  pass  yesterday,  without  calling 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  be  might  record  his 
vote  against  it;  and  )et  he  now  rose  and  took  the 
coarse  which  the  Hoase  had  witnessed.  He  (Mr. 
G.)  could  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman  was  seek- 
ing u>  create  political  capital;  he  was  certainly 
fii  aboTc  that.  But  did  he  not  seek  to  create  the 
itapression  that  this  whole  body  had  been  trifling 
widi  the  public  interestai?  ^ 

He  went  on  to  obsenre  that,  in  voting  for  that 
bill,  he  (Mr.  G.)  bad  not  been  actaated  by  selfish  or 
loeal  prejadieen;  for  the  aimy  was  more  necessary 
to  the  fhmUer  conntry  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
geatleman  from  Mississippi,  than  for  that  district 
from  which  he  (Bfir.  G.)  caoM.  And,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tlie  tariff  bill,  he  said  he  was  a  high  protec- 
tive tariff  man,  up  to  the  hub;  and  at  the  last  ses- 
sion he  recorded  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  tax  on  tea  and 
eoffee,  wUeh  would  have  yielded  |4)000,00&.  Did 
the  goitleman  from  Blississippi  do  as  much? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  be  bad  not  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  No;  the  gentleman  was  op- 
Mied  to  a  high  protective  tariff.  They  of  the 
North,  who  went  for  protection,  stood  up  in  their 
nkices  and  supported  a  lax  which  would  manifestly 
have  produced  to  the  treasury  j|4,000,000;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Mississippi  roee  in  his  place 
ttd  talked  as  he  had  done  about  a  high  protective 
tariff.  Sach  remarks  would  come  better  from 
some  other  quarter. 

Mr.THOAiPSONsaidhe  understood  the  friends 
of  the  tariff  to  say,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  that, 
independently  of  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  it  would 
nise  soBiething  like  |30,000,000. 

Mr.  GRANGER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
thonght  the  tariff,  on  its  present  basis,  if  nndis- 
lofbcd,  would  raise  that  amoimt;  and  though  he 
wu  willing  to  give  the  additional  amoont  that 
coald  be  rAsed  by  the  jlax  on  tea  and  coffee,  be  . 
believed  the  expenditures  could  be  cut  down  to 
109,000,000;  and  then  there  would  be  snfiicieat  to 
sever  their  expenditnres. 

The  gentleman,  it  appeared,  was  exceedingly 
ikrmed  about  the  endit  of  the  United  States  Gov 
tmoMut.    But  he  would  tell  that  gentleman  that, 


whatever  their  necessitiee  might  be,  this  Govern- 
ment had  never  yet  denied  its  debts.  The  Gk)v- 
emment  had  raised— if  he  were  to  judge  from  the 
Mtpen  of  this  m<Mming— or  rather  tbeofitors  of  the 
Government  had  negotiated,  their  6  per  cent,  loan 
at  par.  That  was  not  doing  very  much  with  this 
tariff,  even  without  the  duty  on  tea  and  eoffee, 
and  with  the  honor  and  honest  faith  of  this  na- 
tion pledged  for  its  repayment.  Bat  if  it  shoald 
not  be  repaid,  why,  thm  was  the  simplest  process 
in  the  world:  for  they  had  nothing  to  do,  if  it  were 
inconvenient  to  pay,  bat  to  ''repadiate*.'*  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  woold  see  tbe  immense 
advantage  of  repudiation;  for,  at  tbe  best,  nobody 
bat  die  purse-proad  aristocrat,  or  eome- foreigner 
who  had  here  invested  his  millions,  would  be  the 
loeer;  while  it  would  be,  though  certainly  a  novel, 
yet,  doubtlcv,  an  tqnitable  mode  of  distributing 
the  money  of  the  world  among  all  the  people  ^ 
the  world.    [Laughter.] 

The  majority  of  this  House  had  little  reason  to 
stand  by  the  Administration;  but  they  had  good 
reason  to  stand  by  the  honor  and  integrity  and  the 
plighted  faith  of  this  nation;  and  be  trosted  in  God 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people— confident 
in  the  resources,  and  the  ability,  and  the  character 
of  the  ssTenteen  millions  of  this  American  nation— 
woald  go  forward,  and  make  such  appropriations 
as  shoald  sustain  every  arm  of  the  nadonal  de* 
fence;  and  if  it  should  be  necessary  during  a  tern* 
porary  depression,  to  pledge  the.  credit  of  the 
country  to  snstain  even  this  Adm lustration,  like 
American  patriots  he  trusted  they  would  do  it,  and 
not  be  rebuked  for  discharging  their  high  duty. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Tbe  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  agreed 
to. 

JUDGE  BETTS  AND  CAPT.  MACKENZIE. 

Mj.  SNYDER  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolation: 

Reti^edt  That  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judklanr  iMjaire 
whether  Samuel  R.  Betta,  district  judge  of  the  United  Btatea  for 
the  aouthem  diitria  of  New  York,  refoeed  to  entertaio  a  com- 
plaint  of  murder  alleged  to  hare  been  committed  OQ  the  hi/(h 
■eaa,  upon  tbe  cround  that  he  had  other  bueinen  of  a  civil  na* 
ture  to  occupy  hie  time;  and  to  report  to  the  Hoom  the  proper 
proceedings  to  be  taken  on  the  occaaion. 

Mr.  BARNARD  and  others  objected. 
Mr.  SNYDER  then  moved  a  saspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  receive  the  resolution. 
The  motion  was  voted  down,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Bfr.  JAMES  COOPER,  500  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Chickasaw  fund,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  leave  to  present,  and 
have  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  sundry  memorials,  signed 
by  9,107  citizens  of  Bbston,  complaining  of  the 
present  state  of  trade  and  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  asking  that  the  exchequer,  with  some 
modifications,  may  be  adopted. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  TERRITORIAL  BU- 
SINESS. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  called  up  his  motion  tore- 
consider  the  vote  by  which  thretf  days  were  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  business  relating  to 
the  several  Territories.  He  said  that  but  thirty 
days  of  tbe  session  remained,  whilst  there  was  a 
vast  amoqnt  ef  business  before  tbe  EU>use.  He 
thought  that  three  days  was  rather  more  than  the 
proportion  which  should  be  assigned  to  the  affairs 
of  100,000  out  of  17,000|000  of  people.  He  referred 
to  the  discussion  whidi  took  place  yesterday,  when 
the  whole  day  was  consumed  on  the  reconsideration 
of  a  bill  rejected  at  the  last  session  by  a  solemn 
vote  of  the  House;  and  also  mentioned  the  fsct 
that  Friday  was  set  apart  for  the  consideratioo  of 
a  bill  in  which  the  citizens  of  Florida  were  inter- 
ested, and  which  would  elicit  much  debate.  He 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  special  order  be  re- 
icinded. 

Mr.  POPE,  afUr  raising  a  question  of  order  on 
the  motion,  contending  that  it  was  too  late,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEfitl. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  f^ona  the  Committer  on 
Biilitary  AffairB,  reported  a  resolotion  rescinding 
the  call  made  npon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
a  copy  of  Lienienani  Wilkes *s  report  and  survey 
of  Oregon. 

The  resolotion  was  objected  to  in  various  parts 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  statfd  ibat  tbe  committer 
we*^e  informed  that  it  would  lake  a  month  to  copy 
Lieutenant  Wilkes's  report,  and  therefore  they 
could  not  get  it  in  time  to  answer  the  objects  for 
which  they  desired  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  STOKELY,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill* 
tary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
companies  of  Michigan  miliiia:  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  House. 

Mr.  WOOD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pnrc^ise  of 
the  land  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATION  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CUSHINO,  from  the  Committee  oft  For- 
eign Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  t<r  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ebeuf  zer  Wheel- 
wright, and  others,  praying  indemnity  Arom  the 
United  States  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800» 
report  the  following  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House: 

Ruolved^  ThMt  all  debate  in  tbe  Comoslttee  of  tlM  WMe 
Houee  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  Hooae  biU  No.  67,  entitled 
**A  billto  proTide  for  the  aatisfaction  of  dainu  due  to  certain 
Ameiican  diizene,  forepoliationo  committed  on  their commeroe 
prior  to  31et  July,  1801,"  aball  ceaae  on  Toeedaj  next,  at  2 
o'clock,  and  the  oommittee  ahall  proceed  to  rote  on  the  amend* 
menta  uien  pending,  or  that  may  oe  offered  to  aaid  Ull,  and  then 
report  the  bill  to  the  Honee,  with  such  amendment!  aa  may 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  it  was  evident  that  no  Utl 
of  any  importance  could  be  decided,  withont  the 
adoption  of  some  such  resolution  as  this.  It  was 
due  to  the  sufferiog  memorialists  that  the  House 
should  come  to  a  decision  upon  this  bill.  He 
desired  to  have  the  previous  question  on  this  reso- 
lution:    • 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  opposed  the  resolution* 
on  the  ground  that  Tuesday  next  was  appointed  for 
tbe  consideration  of  anotben  subject. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  whether  it  waa 
in  order  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
report  a  resolution  fixing  a  day  for  tbe  termination 
of  the  debate  on  a  bill  which  had  never  been  taken 
np  in  Commiuee  of  tbe  Whotef? 

Mr.  CUSUINa  said  three  speeches  had  been 
made  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  it  had  never  been  taken  up. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  several  times 
expressly  refused. 

The  SPEAKER,  after  referring  to  the  rule  of 
the  House,  decided  the  resolution  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  fOHNSON  roee  to  address  tba 
House,  but  was  called  to  order;  Several  gentle* 
men  attempted  to  speak. 

Tbe  point  of  order  was  di^tissed  by  Messrs* 
CUSHINO,  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  PICKENS,  GttL- 
IIER,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  the  SPEAKffll; 
turning  chiefly  on  a  question  of  fsct,  viz.  whether 
the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  claimants  under  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800,  had  ever  been  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  ¥niole« 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  (he  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

The  House  refused  to  lay  on  the  table— yeaa 

93,  nays  103,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measra.  L.  W.  Andrews.  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atbartoo, 
Beeeon,  Blacic,  Brewiter,  Charles  Brown.  Borke,  VlTlUiam 
Butler,  William  O.  BuUer,  Greeo  W.  CaldweU.  John  Camp* 
bell,  Carnthenh  Carr,  Caaey^hapmao,  diflerd,  Clinton,  Celeib 
Daniel,  Garrett  DaVts.  R.  t>.  Daris,  Deao,  Beberry ,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eastman,  Egbert,  John  6.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Geotir, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Orahiin,  HarrH 
Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins.  Honck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter, 
Charles  J.  IngersolU  Jack,  Cate  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 


I  Owiiey,  Partridge,  Pnynt,  Ficken^  Fopaj  PrblDt,  Kaynsr, 
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B«diBg,  lUiidwr,  BeynoUta,  RiftiB,  Rogers,  William  RimmU, 
flunoMi,  flhMdii  WiUMun  BmitB,  Boyder.  Staenrod.  Bummen,. 
jMob  TnompiMD,  Triplett,  Xurney,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Wallaee,  Welter,  Weetbrook,  and  Christopher  H.  Williama. 


NAYB—WewBri.  Adama,  Sherloek  J.  Abdrewa,  Aycrigg, 
Babcoek,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair»  jBoajrd> 
muk,  Borden,  Brigjn  Brock  war,  Bronaoo.  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Bomell,  Calhoun,  Tboa.  J.  CBLmpbell,  Childa,  Chittenden, 
John  C.  Clark.  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen, 
OraMton,  Coehing,  Dawaoo,  John  Edwards,  Ferria,  Feeeen* 
den,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foeter,  Thomas  F.  Foater,  Gatee, 
GIddings,  Granger,  Green,  Gustine,  Henry,  Holmes.  Howard, 
Hodson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  James  Irrtn,  William  W.. 
Irwin)  James,  WUHam  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  McKennan,  Mallory,  Thomss  F. 
Marshall,  Bamson  Blasoif,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathiot, 
Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, 01{Ter,Paimenter,-PeaTce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ramsey, 
B.  RandaU,  Ridgway,  Rooeerelt,  J.  M.  RtmelL  Baltonsull,  Ban- 
fonLBeweU, Blade,  Traman Smith,  Bta^ily.  Btokely, Btrattoo, 
A.  H.  H.  Btuart,  J.T.  Btuart,  Talisierro,  John  R  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Ti]linghast,TolaDd,TomUnson,  Trum- 
SuU,  Ward,  Warr«n,  Edwari  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wtothrsp,  Wise,  Wood,  Torke,  and 
Joha  Toug-lOS. 

80  tlie  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  was 
rejeated. 

The  qaeBtion  was  then  taken  on  the  demand 
for  the  prerions  qnestiooy  and  carried— ayes  83, 
noes  74^ 

Mr.  TURNBY  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  main  qoestion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  in  yea^SO,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion, and 

The  SPBAKBR  said  that  it  would  haye  to  lie 
over  till  to->morrow. 

CAPTURE  OF  MONTEREY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

itssslved  That  the  Prssideni  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested  to  mfoim  this  House  hy  what  authority,  and  under 
whose  instructions,  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  com- 
mander of  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  did,  on  or  about  the  19th  of  October  last,  Intade  in  war- 
like array  the  territories  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  take  posws- 
sion  of  the  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  bimeeli  commander 
of  the  naval  and  military  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  tlte 
Caliibmias. 

Huohedt  TlMtt  ths  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  tnis  House  copies  of  all  the  instructions 
given  by  him,  or  under  his  authority,  to  the  said  Gkptain  Jones, 
from  tM  time  of  hto  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  said 
squadron:  also,  copies  of  all  communications  receiTed  from 
him  relating  to  his  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  CalUbr- 
Btaa;  and,  uso,  to  inform  this  House  whether  orders  have  been 
despatched  to  the  said  Captain  Jones,  recalliag  him  from  his 
comnuuM^ 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  the  prerious  question. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  make 
a  statement  He  had  a  statement  in  his  hand  from 
Commodore  Jones  himself. 

Mr.  GRANGER  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  that  he  might  send  that  statement  to 
the  chair,  and  have  it  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  let  it  go  out  of  his 
bands,  unless  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER  did  not  accede  to  the  propo* 
sition.  . 

The  previous  question  was  (hen  seconded — 93 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  70  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  now  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 
—the  morning  hour  having  expired. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSlf^ESS. 

The  Ttrritorial  business  being  the  special  order 
(or  this  day, 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Ihgxrsoll  was  called  to 
the  chair.   . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin, 
the  committee  took  up  a  bill  to  authorize  the  elec- 
tion and  appointment  of  officers  of  the  Territory  of 
Witconsini  which,  on  his  motion,  was  amended, 
and  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  then  moved  that  the 
committee  take  up  the  bill  for  the  protection  of 
commerce  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  some  imma- 
terial amendment;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  asked  what  Uie  amount 
was,  which  this  bill  proposed  to  appropriate. 

llie  Clerk  was  understood  to  reply  that  it  was 
183,000. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  advooated  the  bill,  which 
Has  intended  to  appropriate  money  for  the  eon- 
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struetion  of  harbors,  which  the  commerce  of  the 
kkes  so*  much  required. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  contended  that  this  ap- 
propriation  should  have  formed  part  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  this  division 
of  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  BLACK  also  opposed  the  bill.  He  said  he 
did  not  do  so  on  the  ground  of  the  extravagance  of 
its  appropriation.  He  would  not  stop  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill.  He 
looked  to  a  higher  question  invoked  in  this  bill. 
He  looked  to  the  question  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Federal  Gk)vemment  to  carry  on  internal  improve* 
meats.  He  had  always  opposed  such  improve- 
ments by  the  Gkoeral  Government,  wherever  the 
improvement  might  lie— whether  in  his  own  State 
Ct  elsewhere.  He  regarded  opposition  to  internal 
improvements  by  the  Federal  GNwemment  as  one 
of  the  most  substantial  tenets  of  the  Republican 
faith. 

Mr.  POPE  rose,  and  advocated  the  bill.  He 
did  not  regard  this  as  a  constitutional  question,  but 
merely  as  one  of  expediency.  He  replied  to  vari- 
ous objections  urged  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  rose  to  make  a  single  inqui- 
ry. How  much  would  it  cost  to  complete  the  sev- 
eral harbors,  since  what  was  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated in  this  bill  was  only  a  beginningi  [A  voice: 
**Lt8s  than  the  New  York  custom-house.'^ 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  stated  that  an  estimate  had 
been  made  by  the  Topographical  bureau  of  the 
whole  cost  of  the  several  harbors,  and  the  amount 
was  |171,000.  He  .then  prtceeded  to  address  the 
committee  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Unwilling  as  he 
was  to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  House,  (knowing 
the  delicate  relation  in  which  delegates  (torn  the 
Territories  stood,  and  also  knowing  the  importance 
of  the  time  of  the  House,)  he  should  say  but  little 
on  the  subject.  It  was,  indeed,  true  that  but  little 
time  was  given  to  the  business  of  the  Territories 
on  yesterday;  when  the  army  bill  was  passed,  it 
wanted  a  quarter  of  3  o'clock;  and  when  the  House 
adjourned,  it  was  a  quarter  past  3.  Thus,  only 
one  hour  and  a  half  was  given  to  the  Territories 
on  that  day;  and  yet  to-day  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Rooskvblt]  again  manifested  a 
disposition  to  lay  the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon 
us! 

He  proceeded  to  reply  to  various  objections 
urged  against  the  appropriations.  The  estimates 
for  the  harbors  were  niade  five  years  ago;  and 
shice  that  time,  the  memorials  of  the  Legislature 
of  Wisconsin  had  been  continnally  presented  to 
Congress.  Numerous  memorials  had  also  come 
here  from  Ohio,  New  York,  Indiana,  and  Illinois- 
all  asking  the  same  object.  It  was  a  matter  of 
vital  importance;  and  though  some  gentlemen  here 
might  think  lightly  of  everything  that  concerned 
the  Territories,  he  trusted  it  would  be  viewed  in 
the  proper  light,  and  that  justice  would  be  done. 

It  had  been  asked  why  this  bill  was  without  a 
report.  He  would  answer,  that  early  in  the  ses- 
sion he  consulted  with  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  [Mr.  J.  P.  Kxnmkdt,]  and 
that  gentleman  thongbi  it  was  best  to  report  a  bill 
identical  with  the  bill  of  last  session.  The  esti- 
mates for  the  completion  of  these  harbors  were 
made  in  1837,  and  their  aggregate  was  |t38  000; 
since  that  time,  the  ptice  of  lumber,  of  provisions, 
and  of  labor  had  fallen.  Plank,  which  then  cost 
$50,  could  now  be  bought  fbr  flS.  So  with  other 
things  which. would  be  used.  The  actual  expense, 
then,  of  the  whole  three  harbors^  he  thought  could 
not  exceed  (171,000. 

As  to  the  constitutional  objection  to  the  appro- 

Kriations,  he  would  say  that  objections  of  this  kind, 
owever  applicable  to  ap(  ropriations  for  internal 
improvements  in  the  States,  could  not  apply  to  the 
Territories.  The  Tenitoriei  were  the  property 
of  the  National  Government;  and  all  they  ask- 
ed was  that  justice  might  be  done.  Already  had 
the  Territory  of  Wifconsin  paid  into  the  treasury 
near  $3,000,000  from  sales  of  public  lands  within  it. 
The  mere  pittance  of  3i  per  cent  upon  the  reve- 
nue there  collected,  would  complete  the  harbors 
asked  for.  They  were  important  to  the  Territory 
and  to  its  increasing  exports.  The  Secretary  of 
War  had  called  attention  to  their  importanoe  in  a 
national  point  of  view.  (Here  Mr.  D,  read  fhmi  the 
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report  of  the  Sed^ary  of  War.)  In  case  of  a  war 
with  England,  what,  be  asked,  would  be  our  condi- 
tion? Where  could  our  troops  be  landed  in  that 
section  of  the  country? — settled  by  a  hardy,  ente^ 
prising  and  intelligent  population,  which  woold 
be  soon  sufficient  for  it  to  become  a  State.  Its  im- 
provement was  important  tu  the  Atlantic  States. 
He  referred  to  the  risk  of  life  at  present  incurred 
by  all  who  navigate  the  lakes — life  which  was 
above  all  price.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Mbriwethkr]  he  thought,  would  not  have 
been  so  ardent  in  his  opposition  to  the  biU,  had  he 
been  in  some  of  the  storms  last  November  upon 
the  lakes,  where  the  people  of  Wisconsin  were 
liable  to  be  wrecked  on  their  own  shores.  He 
described  the  stornis  which  often  arose  on  the 
lakes,  and  the  dangers  which  the  people  had  toea* 
counter.  They  had  risked  everything  in  makng 
their  settlements.  Should  they,  then,  be  only  regarded 
as  step-children,  thrown  aside,  and  their  inieresls 
not  attended  tol 

He  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  do  justiee 
to  several  gentlemen  new  on  that  floor,  who  had 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  Wisconsin,  when  their  ser* 
vices  were  so  effective  in  defending  her  territory 
from  devastation — ^Messrs.  Rbyvolds,  Casbt,  and 
Stuart  of  Illinois.  It  was  due  to  those  gentlemen 
to  say  that  they  bad  continued  to  be  firiendly  to  Us 
people. 

After  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reported  a  bill  appropria- 
ting $60,000  for  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  aad 
|643,000  for  harbors  generally,  he  begged  that  his 
Territory  might  not  be  threvm  off,  whilst  other  parts 
of 'the  Uaion  were  eo  well  provided  .for.  AH  that 
his  constituents  wanted  was  aid  to  enable  tiiem  to 
develop  the  resources  of  their  section  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  observed  that  the 
bill  would  meet  bis  approbation,  provided  one 
amendment  should  be  made.  The  clause  for  a 
harbor  at  Milwankie  provided  that  the  harbor 
should  be  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Now,  as  he  understood  that  there  was  a  modi 
better  location,  where  nature  bad  almost  formed  a 
harbor,  he  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  providing 
that  the  location  of  the  harbor  should  be  sdecied 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  thas 
leaving  the  question  open. 

lir.  H.  DODGE  acquiesced  in  the  suggestkn. 

The  amendment  was  theivagreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said,  as  the  fiseal  year 
had  been  changed,  he  wished  to  have  the  bill  ao 
amended,  to  distribote  the  appropriations  accord- 
ingly^-diitcting  a  portion  to  be  expended  duriat 
the  half-calendar  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1843,  and 
the  remainder  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jone 
30, 1844.  He  wished  to  have  the  aeveral  sann 
divided  accordingly. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  biir(no  further  propositions  to  amend  hav- 
ing been  submitted)  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  attkiog 
appropriations  for  certain  roads  and  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  rivers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  an  ameadaieat  to 
strike  out  the  Escambia  river,  and  insert  the 
Choctahatchie,  so  as  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  latter  river  instead  of  the 
former:  carried. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
appropriation  of  |12,000  for  the  road  commeaeiag 
on  the  Apalachicola,  and  soggested  tiie  inexpe- 
diency of  making  such  large  appropriations  for 
objects  that  could  be  dispensecl  with  in  the  preseat 
state  of  oar  finances. 

Mr.  LEVY  explained,  and  defended  the  appro- 
priation; and  the  vote  being  taken. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jornsoiv  was  rejeoled, 
and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

On  motion  by  Mn  LEVY,  the  oommittee  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  ihe  eompte- 
tion  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  Tenitorf  of 
Florida;  and,  after  some  explanations  by  Mr.  L,  it 
was  also  laid  aside  to  be  reported* 
1     On  moUon  by  Mr.  LBYY,  the  hm  makiil  in 
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miopdiCioii  of  |5,000  for  a  law^bnury  for  the 
Torilflfy  of  Florida,  was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  ROOSEYELT  briefly  opposed  the  bill;  and 

AAtfsome  remarks  from  Messrs.  BLACK, 
PROFFTT,  and  LEVY,  the  question  was  taken 
on  leporttng  the  bill  to  the  House;  and  it  was 
k»t 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LEVY,  the  bill  making  an 
approfmatkm  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  key  West,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  GAYE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
snaetiBi  elanse  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LEYY  made  some  remarks,  explaining  and 
advoeating  the  bill,  and  in  oppoeiiion  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Tdkrs  were  demanded  on  the  motion  of  the 
yntltman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  CAVsJosNiONl 
to  strike  ont  the  enacting  clause;  and  Messrs.  R.  W. 
Tmmmom  and  Houston  were  appointed;  and  they 
ifponed  45  in  the  affirauLtive,  and  68  in  the  nega- 
ti?e— beiBg  less  than  aqnomm. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise; 
whidi\ras  negati?ed— ayes  58,  noes  64.  As  this 
dif  isien  proTed  that  a  qnomm  was  in  attendance, 
the  committee  returned  to  the  consideration  of  the 
■otion  of  Bftr.  C  Johhsom  to  strike  oat  the  en* 
leiiag  elanse. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  te  the  Honse. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  moved  to  take  np  bUl  No. 
388^  entitled  *'A  bill  for  the  eonstrnction  of  certain 
fends  and  a  canal  route  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;** 
vhieh  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  D.  then  mo?ed  the  following  amendment,  to 

be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands: 

Tbtt  Um  tinB  of  fifty  tbooMod  dollan  be,  and  thtt  Mins  to 
ban^  appropriated,  out  of  any  atooey  in  Um  treaeury  not  oth- 
«rwln  approprtated,  to  continue  the  remoral  of  the  obecruc- 
tkMM  to  tne  naTigaUon  of  the  Miaiietlppi  river,  at  the  Dee 
Woiam  and  Bock  RiTer  raplday  in  wHq  river,  to  be  expended 
■nder  the  direecion  of  the  Secretary  of  War  during  that  por* 
tfcm  of  ttfbjmx  18C3  wh^  moet  good  can  be  eflecied  by  the 


This  object  Bir.  D.  advocated,  and  supported  his 
idToet«j  by  reading  extracts  from  certain  memo- 
rials from  the  Territories,  and  from  a  message  of 
Ooftmor  Chambers  to  the  Territorial  L<>gi8lature 
at  its  last  session. 

The  debate  war  centinued  by  Mr.  CAYB  JOHN- 
ION,  Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  SPRIGG. 

]fr.  POPE  advocated  the  appropriation  as  con- 
templated fijr  a  useful  object.  The  trade  was  Tery 
iBponant;  and  it  would  be  needless  to  endesTor  to 
tirest  these  expenditures.  Thc^  would  be  made; 
lor  the  remoTai  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Western 
rivers  had  been  commenced,  and  the  continuance 
of  it  was  oiily  like  repairing  a  road.  He  regretted 
the  low  state  of  the  treasury;  yet  the  fault  he  at- 
tributed to  others— to  the  striking  ont  of  tea  and 
eoflie,  as  dutiable  articles,  firom  the  tariff  bill,  by  the 
Senate. 

Yaiious  gentlemen  expressed  a  desire  to  speak; 
but 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  committee 
riie;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Thfb  coouAitlee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  sev- 
«al  bills  noticed  as  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1838, 
granting  preemption  rights  to  certain  settlers:  read 
cwiee,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House* 

Mr.  POPE,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
leportsd  ^'A  bill  concerning  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  WiKonsio:'*  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uaion. 

The  SPEAKER,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
■oiB,  laid  before  the  House  a  confidetn^ml  com- 
munieatk)n  in  relation  to  certain  frauds  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  upon  the  Cherokee  tribe  of 
Indians.  The  message  (without  being  opened  or 
nad)  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aiaifs. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
esmmunieation  from  the  War  Department,  in 
amwer  to  a  resolution  calling  for  information  in 
RtauiOB  to  the  repair  of  the  Potomac  bridges  re- 
fenred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

AlM»aeonaiuaieation  from  the  Treasury  De- 
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partment,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  30th 
section  of  the  act  of  1836^  a  detailed  statemem  of 
the  condition  of  the  Chickasaw  fund:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  , 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  catling  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  pay  of  seamen  and  others: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  oraeredlto  be  printed. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BRIGOS  submitted  a  motion  to  print  5,000 
extm  copies;  which  was  objected  to,  and  lies 
over. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted: 

Hetotved,  That  the  Committee  of  Clalma  be  instructed  to 
inquire  loto  the  expediency  of  paying  Joha  Pbagan  for  aer* 
Ticee  he  rendered  the  United  Staiet,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  Florida,  among  the  Seminole  Indians.     « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBLLEE,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TnuRSDAT, 'February  3,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  30th  April,  1836,  an  exhibit 
of  the  condition  of  the  scTeral  trust  funds  arising 
out  of  the  treaties  with  the  Choctaw  Indians;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  was  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  joint  re^pln- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  ludiaoa — one  relating  to 
the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Michigan  city;  and 
another  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  ilaTigation  of  the  Wabash  river;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  two  petitions  from  Ips* 
wich,  Massachtisetts— one  signed  Ly  Daniel  Weed 
and  36  others,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Colombia;  and  the  other,  signed 
by  W.  W.  Oraves  and  95  others,  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  generally. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  reception;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  question  of 
reception  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  memorials  f^om  the 
city  council  and  citizens  of  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  naval  armory  and 
dodr-yard  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  petitions  from  Isaac 
Hall  and  Thomas  Cttrtis,  merchants  of  Boston, 
praying  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  retained 
by  the  United  States  consul  in  the  Isle  of  France-— 
being  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a  vessel  owned  by 
them,  which  was  condemned  and  sold  as  unsea- 
worthy:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CONBAD  presented  a  petition  from  P. 
Denon  and  others,  purchasers  of  public  lands  in 
Louisiana,  praying  that  patents  m^y  be  issued  to 
them  for  other  lands  in  lieu  of  those  entered,  which 
proved  to  be  within  the  limits  of  previous  grante; 
which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  |300,000,000 
of  stock,  founded  on  the  public  domain,  may  be 
issued  by  the  Government  to  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories, in  a  representative  ratio;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  750 
ladies  of  Philadelphia,  (and,  to-  judge  from  tLeir 
signatures,  very  delicate  and  fair  ladies,)  praying 
tkutt  Congress  may  exercise  their  constitutional 
right,  and  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  objected  to  its  reception;  and, 
on  motion,  the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  the  petition  of  Blisha  Bentley  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  documents  on  the 
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files  of  the  Senate  relatnlf  to  the  proposition  to 
purchase  the  patent  of  Captain  Shi^ve  for  hii 
snsg  boat,  were  ordered  to  be  taken  therefrom,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  having  charge 
of  the  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  they  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
Honse  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fisher,  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Street. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  from  the     i . 
board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,'  on  the 
subject  of  the  depressed  state^of  the  ahipping  in-    -  ; 
terest,  which  the  memorialists  attribute  to  the  want  /  / 
of  reciprocity  in  oar  treaty  sUpnlatiops  with  for^  /  / 
sign  powers,  and  ask  legislation  on  the  subject:  /  / 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  end  or-| 
dered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com-       v 
mittee  on  Pnblic  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  William 
Wynn,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  petition  and 
documents  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  were  or- 
dered to  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  ]  ^ 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  making  further  appro-  .'  j 
priadons  for  the  continuation  of  the  Comb^land  / 

road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois;    .     / 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.     ,   /' 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  Committee  bn  Patents,  re< 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Lewis; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Clsims,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Fisher; 
and 

A  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  Yilleneuve  Le- 
blane,  in  consideration  of  the  benefit  derived  to 
the  pnblic  lands  from  his  services  in  damming  the 
mouth  of  False  river. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  fjrom  the  Conunittee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  had  been  refened  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the 
payment  of  naval  pensions  since  the  16ih  of  Au- 
gust, 184 1«  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  payment 
of  invalid  pensions  to  officeis  of  the  naval  and 
marine  service  of  the  United  States;  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  im.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  the  annual  statement  of  the  appropri- 
ations in  that  department  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1843— showing  the  balance  of  appropriations 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1843,  the  repayments  and 
tran«rcrs  in  1843,  the  amount  apprcable  to  the 
service  of  1843,  dbc.,  dbc.;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  military  academy 
for  1843  and  1844,  wss  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  unfinished  besiness  of  the 
morning  hour  of  yesterday,  being  the  \>i\\  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon 
mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department— the 
question  pending  being  the  amendment  proposed  ^ 
by  Mr  Portku,  to  strike  out  of  the  second  and  fifth 
sections  the  words  *'or  other  mailable  matter  what- 
ever;*' the  effect  of  which  propoFition  would  be,  if 
adopted^  to  permit  all  matter,  except  letters,  to  be 
conveyed  by  private  expresses. 

Mr.  MERRICK  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  not  conseDt  to  adopt  the  amendment,  be- 
cause, if  it  was  adopted,  the  good  anticipated  from 
the  measure  would  be  defeated.  It  was  important 
that  it  should  be  retained,  in  order  that  the  depart- 
ment may  collect  and  receive  all  (he  revenues  to 
which  it  was  entitled,  inconsequence  of  the  expense 
which  it  is  compelled  to  incur  in  making  prepara- 
tions to  carry  such  matter  as  is  by  law  chargeable 
with  postsge.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  . 
PoRTxm]  seemed  to  think  on  yesterday,  that  it  wa« 
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tmimportant  to  the  deparfment  to  have  a  monopoly 
of  carrying  newspapers  and  pamphlets  in  the  mails. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  admitted  that  it  would  be  onimpor- 
tant  if  the  department  was  not  compelled  to  incur 
the  expense  for  carrying  ihem. 

He  bad,  since  yesterday,  made  an  inquiry  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  as  to  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue d(ri?able  from  these  sources.  He  had  been 
informed  that  a  communication  bad  been  just  re- 
ctived  from  New  York  by  the  Postmaster  General 
npon  this  very  subject.  The  communication  was 
from  an  authentic  source,  and  gave  statistics  as  to 

,  the  effect  upon  the  revenues  of  the  department,  by 

*  permitting  the  privileges  exercised  by  those  privaie 
expresses,  of  conveying,  by  railroads  and  steam- 
boats, matter  which  properly  belonged  to  the  mails. 
The  Senate  might  be  enabled  to  see  the  loss  on 
newspaper  postage  alone,  from  the  fact,  as  stated 
in  that  communication,  that  28,060  newspaper 
Aeets  were  sent  to  New  York  daily,  outside  of  the 
mail;  the  postage  on  which,  if  transmitted  through 
the  mail,  would  cost  about  (^20  per  day,  or  |99,850 
per  .year.  That  was  the  amount  of  which  the  de- 
partment was  deprived,  at  that  point,  of  newspa- 
per postage  only,  by  the  facility  which  was  permit- 

^ted  these  private  expresses  on  the  regular  mail 
routes.  If  they  allowed  these  persons  thus  to  ap- 
propriate that  enormous  sum  of  money,  which 
rightly  belonged  to  the  department,  to  their  private 
uses,  tod,  at  the  same  time,  compel  the  depart- 
ment to  incur  the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail,  it 
would  soon  be  found  that  the  Government  would 
have  to  sustain  that  department  cut  of  the  common 
treasury,  and  tax  the  people  therefor. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  the  same  evils  exist  to  the 
same  extent  in  other  dues  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  commerce  and  population.  If,  there- 
fore, it  was  desirable  le  preserve  to  the  people  the 
comforts,  convenience,  and  advantages  which  were 
offered  by  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  without, 
at  this  unpropilioas  time,  letting  that  department 
fall  a  burden  on  the  common  treasury,  those  evils 
should  be  speedily  modified  or  removed.  The 
Postmaster  Geneial  had  informed  him  that  be 
made  a  contract  with  a  certain  railroad  company 
for  transporting  the  mails  between  the  cities  of 
Baltimore  «nd  Philadelphia,  for  which  he  pays 
the  annual  sum  of  |20,000;  and  in  a  week  after 
the  contract  was  entered  into,  that  company  put 
on  their  line  another  car  for  the  transportation  of 
the  express,  carrying  matter  which  properly  be- 
longed to  the  United  States  mail,  which  they  had 

'  contracted  to  carry:  thns  receiving  double  pay  for 
carrying  the  same  matier-^ibat  is,  (20,000  for  the 
department,  and  probably  some  |20,000  or 
IdO.OOOfor^the  extra  car;  and  enabling  those  private 
individuals  to  come  into  competition  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  by  fraud  to  pocket  the  postage  which 
belonged  the  department.  This  flagrant  outrage, 
on  the  rights  of  the  department  was  practised 
within  two  hoars  ride  of  that  Capijol. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  the  loss  to  the  department 
of  postage  on  newspapers  a^one,  by  those  private 
expresses— rwhich  were  now  es'ablished,  or  being 
established  between  all  the  commercial  cities  in 
the  Union,  and  most  profitable  routes — uouid 
amount  to  |300,000  annually.  The  department 
would  have  to  come  to  a  dead  halt,  ynless  Con- 
gress interpose,  and  legislate  effectaally  and 
efficiently  to  guard  the  revenues  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

He  then  replied  to  the  complaints  of  the  Senator 
from  Ck)nnfcticnt,  [Mr.  Huntihgton,]  that,  by  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  pacjsages  of  money  and  bills 
of  exchange  belonging  tp  the  merchants  would  be 
liable  to  postage;  remarking  that  the  Post  Office 
Department  was  established  principally  for  the 
benefit  of  the  commercial  community,  and  if  they 
conspired  to  break  through  these  arrangements, 
(as  had  been  intimated,)  and,  ccnscquently, 
to  break  down  the  depaitment,  why,  then,  it 
would  have  to  fall.  If  they  were  not  willing 
to  pay  for  the  mail  facilities  granted  to  them, 
the  department  conld  not  be  carried  on  at 
all.  ETe  maintained  that  it  was  expedient  and 
necessary  that  the  commercial  interest  should  con- 
tribute in  fair  proportion  to  support  the  department, 
by  paying  for  their  packages  of  money  and  bills 


of  exchange,  if  they  were  transmitted  by  mail. 
They,  however,  had  the  privilege  of  sending  pack- 
ages of  mc^ty  by  private  individuals,  or  by  spe- 
cial express,  if  they  thought  proper  to  do  so  at 
their  own  expense;  but  could  not  send  them  by  thoee 
regular  express  (ines.  With  a  view  to  accommo- 
date the  bill  as  far  as  possible  to  the  suggestions 
of  Senators,  and  to  defiite,  in  specific  terms,  what 
was  mailable  matter,  he  moved  the  following* 
amendment,  to  come  in  as.  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill,  viz: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  "mailable  matter,"  and 
matter  properly  transmissible  by  mail,  sbaii  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  moan  all  lettert  and  newipapera,  and  all  magazines 
or  pamphlets  periodically  published,  and  all  written  and  printed 
matter  whereof  each  cop^  or  edition  shall  not  exceed  one  pound 
in  weight;  but  bound  books  or  any  size  shall  not  be  held  to  be 
included  within  the  meaning  of  this  term;  and  any  packet  or 
packets,  o(  wliatever  size,  bemg  made  up  of  any  such  mailable 
matter,  shall  subject  all  persons  concerned  in  transporting  the 
same  to  all  tde  penalties  of  this  law,  equally  as  if  It  or  they 
hyi  not  been  made  up  into  packets  or  packages. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  thought  that  Senators 
would  all  agree  in  one  thing — that  it  was  necessary 
and  proper  to  put  an  end,  in  Soma  form,  to  these 
private  expresses.  Unless  this  was  done,  the  rev- 
enues from  postage  would  not  sustain  the  Post 
Office  Department;  and  the  Qovemment  would  be 
obliged  to  sustain  it  at  the  expense  of  the  common 
treasury.  In  the  suggestions  he  made  on  yesterday, 
concerning  the  transmission  of  packages  of  money 
by  the  mercantile  class,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  desiring  that  that  class  should  be  spe* 
cially  protected  in  this  bill.  He  then  went  on  to  ar- 
gue that  the  merchants  ihould  not  be  compelled  to 
risk  their  money,  bills  of  exchange,  and  other  val- 
uable evidencea  of  debt,  through  the  mail;  but 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  transmit  them  in  a  more 
secure  and  cheap  manner,  if  these  facilities  were 
afforded  by  those  private  expresses.  .If  the  com- 
mercial community  were  compelled  to  place  such 
packages  in  the  mail,  they  would  be  taxed  much 
heavier  than  they  were  now  taxed.  He  then  went 
on  to  argue  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  sup- 
press the  transmission  of  papers  out  of  the  mail 
could  not  be  enforced;  that  &ome  means  would  be 
invented  to  evade  them;  and  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  attempt  to  enforce  them. 

Mc  MERRICK  replied,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  if  the  bill  was  passed,  it  would  save  to  the  de- 
partment, in  tt^e  course  of  a  year,  at  least  1 1,000,- 
000;  and  afford  means  to  extend  greater  facilities  to 
distant  and  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  also  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  on 
letters.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  amend- 
ment be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  informally;  the  time 
for  prcceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day  having  ar- 
rived. 

TH  E  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  special  order  brought  up  the  unfinished  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  passing  the  bUl  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory— 
the  motion  pending  being  that  of  recommitting  the 
bill  to  a  select  committ«e. 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  yesterday  evening,  addressed  the  Senate  for 
upwards  of  two  hours  in  support  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  form. 

There  was  one  point  on  which  every  Senator 
who  had  yet  spoken  concurred — that  the  title  to  the 
Territory  was  in  the  United  S'ates.  The  land  be* 
ing  our  property,  we  have  an  unquestionable  right 
to  make  whatever  use  of  it  we  desire.  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  know  we  are  right,  for  us  to  do  whatever 
we  think  it  is  oar  best  interest  to  do  with  our  own 
property.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  be  cffended  a^ 
this.  U  any  other  4)ower  takes  offence  at  what  we 
propose  to  do  wiih  our  own  property,  that  should 
be  no  reason  why  we  should  not  do  ir.  The  same 
arguments  nsed  on  this  occasion  tu  tie  up  our 
hands  from  doing  anything  lest  it  might  provoke 
a  collision  with  another  power,  had  been  pushed 
quite  as  far  when  General  Jackson  determined  to 
insist  upon  ou/  "rights  from  France.  Yet,  because 
Gkn.  Jackson  was  right,  he  persisted;  and  the  Jesuit 
was  contrary  to  the  predictions  of  the  timid — we  ob- 
tained our  right,  and  there  was  no  collision*  Were 
we  new  to  pursue  the  same  course,  V6t  would 
maintain  our  right  too,  and  there  would  be  no  col- 
lisioD.     Bui  even  if  there  should  be  war  in  eon- 


sequence  of  our  doing  what  we  bare  an  im« 
questionable  right  to  do  with  our  own  property: 
that  should  not  stop  us.  We  know  we  are  right, 
and  we  leave  the  consequences  of  maintaining  oar 
right  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  aides  with  justice. 
It  had  been  said  that  we  should  leare  our  cause 
to  lime— that  time  Was  our  best  negotiator.  What 
had  we  ever  gained  l)y  timel  What  had  we  ever 
gained  by  negotiation?  In  every  instance  that  either 
bad  been  tried  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  she 
had  come  off  the  gainer,  and  we  the  lo^er.  It  had 
been  so  with  regard  to  the  Oregon  Territory:  it  had 
been  so  with  regard  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
At  first,  all  that  England  asked  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  was  a  variation  of  the  line, 
so  as  to  give  her  a  right  of  way  at  all  seasons  be- 
tween Ctuebec  and  Halifax.  When  we  would  not 
agree  to  that,  she  ofiered  to  purchase  as  mueh  ter- 
ritory as  she  wanted.  That  offer  being  rejeeled,  her 
pretensions  began  to  take  root,  and  she  had  culti- 
vated them  so  asMduously  ever  since,  that  at  last ^ 
placed  herself  in  a  position  to  acquire  more  than 
ten  times  as  mudi  as  she  at  first  asked.  And  in  the 
treaty  of  1849,  our  Secretary-negotiator  gave  her 
everything  she  desired.  So  with  the  Norlbwealem 
boundary  line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
Lake  Superior:  she  began  by  asking  a  revision  of 
the  line.  Our  negotiators  were  ao  astonished  at 
even  this  boldness,  that  they  had  to  ask  the  British 
minister  to  repeat  the  request,  thinking  there  most 
be  some  mistake.  But  there  was  none,  though  the 
demaiid  was  made  in  the  gentle  language  of  a  re- 
quest that  there  might  be  a  revision  of  the  Hue.  It 
was  refused;  but  on  that  very  request  grew  up  her 
pretensions,  till,  in  the  Webster  treaty  of  184S,  our 
Secretary-nejgotiator  gave  her  everything  she  de- 
manded;  brought  her  back  fifty  miles  from  the 
post  to  which  she  had  retreated  on  her  own  terri- 
tory in  1803,  to  get  off  our  territory,  and  to  avoid 
paying  us  duty  on  her  goods'passing  through  our 
country.  After  having  voluntarily  abandoned  their 
position  on  our  territory  at  Grand  Portage,  and 
gone  fifty  miles  to  the  north,  they  are  brought  back, 
and  altowftd  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  Poitige 
route  in  our  territory,  free  of  ail  duties, and  for- 
ever. And  we  are  told  this  treaty  brills  within 
the  United  Slates  four  millions  of  fine  mineial 
lands — as  if  we  made  that  gain  by  it.  To  be  sure, 
those  four  millions  of  acres  were  within  our  terri- 
tory, because  they  were  always  within  it— they 
never  had  been  beyond  it.  They  were  Durs  before 
the  treaty,  as  well  as  after  it.  England  knew  ihit, 
and  had  fled  from  the  emporium  of  the  northwest— 
the  Constantinople  of  that  region — to  a  position  50 
miles  north,  where  she  was  sure  of  not  being  on  oor 
soil.  What  she  had  been  denied  by  every  treaty, 
by  every  negotiation,  and  by  every  ministry  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
time  x)f  the  present  Administration,  she  had  been 
granted  by  our  Secretary-negotiator  in  1842.  What 
power,  what  authority  had  he  to  do  what  all  other 
American  negotiators  had  uniformly  declared  they 
had  neither  power  nor  authority  for  doing?  . 

He  wanted  to  see  the  power  and  the  authori^  for 
altering  the  boundaries  of  tha»  United  States,  to 
the  entire  advantage  of  a  foreign  power,  and  lo 
the  disadvantage  and  irreparable  less  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States.  He  wanted  to  see  the  power  and  n* 
thority  for  giving  these  advantages  to  a  foreign 
power— and  particularly  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, whose  chief  object  in  such  acquisitions  was 
to  prepare  herself  lor  war.  These  demands  of 
hers  were  the  progeny  of  the  last  war.  She  thea 
found  out  what  aa  invaluable  acquisition  to  her 
would  be  a  safe  road  from  Cloebec  to  Halifu. 
She  found  out  how  valuable  to  her,  in  a  war- 
fare against  us,  were  the  services  of  her  8)lte8,the 
Indian  bloodhounds  on  our  Northwestern  frontier. 
That  war  bad  cost  us  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  took  but  sixty  millions  of  this 
to  maintain  ourselves  against  the  whole  power  of 
Britain,  by  sea  and  land,  except  on  the  Northwest- 
ern frontier;  and  there  alone  it  cost  us  another  sixty 
millions.  Her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  with  its 
1,300  men  and  its  Indian  bloodhounds,  wasanodmr 
Great  Britain,  which  it  cost  us  as  mu^  to  resist  as 
the  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  empire  of 
Great  Britain  itself.  And  by  our  lale  treaty,  ihe 
had  been  secured  in  all  those  positions.   She  ba4 
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been  lude  aUoug  lo  issiil,  and  we  weab  to  repel. 
Sbe  bid  gained  •Tciytbingj  we  lost  ererylhiag. 

Both  bu  ■IwAjs  becD  Ihe  tesall  oC  lime,  delay, 
■ndnegotiaiion  wiih  Qieat  Biitiiii.  Sach  would 
be.  tbecoii£«qoeiiee  of  time  BJid  cfgoliaiion  in  the 
aetlJemeiil  of  the  qaesliau  orthe  Oregon  Tertitoiy. 
Some  Senator  had  ealcalated  tbe  disiance  by  sea  . 
between  as  and  tbe  monih  of  Ibe  Cclnmbia  ii?ei 
at  eigblten  Ihonsand  milei.  Tweni;  jeua  ago  he 
had  calcnlaied  it  at  twenij  ihoQaand  from  BceIdq 
to  the  Colombia,  and  be  then  made  nee  of  the  eal- 
enJaiioD  u  an  aigamint  of  the  Gtrongfsi  kind  to 
ihow  the  impottiuce  of  the  harbor  al  the  month  of 
ihatiiTerfoi  onr  Eommercial  andmilitarj  marine 
in  the  Pacifie-^ni  cfT,  as  ihej'  were,  b;  a  sea  of 
twenty  IhODsand  miles  in  extent,  from  shelter  or  re- 
uew  OB  their  own  soil — and  ibat  harbor  theirs, 
hntnnprepaied  for  their  ose.  Tbe  distance  was 
tbeatrongesi  argnmeni  in  faTorqf  its  being  made 
■  natal  depot  and  fortiGeation.  Qenileme a  also 
talked  of  jlhe  distance  bj  land  being  3,000  miles, 
tndibeexpeaseotearriisgont  this  bill  |100,000. 
Bat  they  voted  for  tbe  late  treaty,  by  which 
Oieal  Britain  compels  as  to  keep  gO  gnns 
ailoai  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa,  at  a  coat  of  six 
hundred  thooaand  dollars  a  jrat;  and  for  whai? 
To  lecaploie  negroes.  And  when  we  have  them, 
what  an  we  to  do  with  them?  Not  to  bring  them 
Ici  tbe  Dnited  States,  surety.  We  have  no  islands, 
like  the  Wee:  India  islande,  for  taking  apprentices 
at  40  years  of  ageiowoik  for  oar  inieresta.  Bat 
we  are  to  colonize  Liberia,  where  weibare  not  a 
foot  of  lerritory.  We  are  not  to  do  anything  witb 
oBT  own  territory  of  OiegODi-bal  we  are  to  colonize 
Ijbeiiaat  an  eipense  of  Sye  millions  in  fije  yeari! 
He  wonld  next  year  call  for  information  as  to  Ihe 
Nunber  of  n^roea  our  African  fleet  &hall  bare  re- 
eaptored;  and  he  was  pretiy  sure  that  b;  diriding 
the  n^bei  Into  f  600,000,  it  would  be  fonnd  that 
itw  eolonif^tiia  of  Liberia  by  Afiican  negroes 
wonld  eoti  as  more  per  head  thM  the  640  acres 
apiece  to  each  of  onr  ciiisena  eboosirg  lo  setile  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon.'  ' 

Mi.  CHOATB  said  there  was  one  point  on 
■mVt^  the  Senator  from  Hi^soari  bad  toncbed, 
vhiflh  be  widKd  to  make  a  few  obseiTations  apon 
in  re^.  He  meant  that  relating  to  the  Nortbwett 
boondary  line  from  tbe  Lake  of  ihe  Woods  lo 
Like  Baperior.  It  wonld  be  necessary,  howcTer, 
to  refer  to  docnments  not  then  at  hand.  He  wonld 
tberefcn  ask  the  tadalgenee  of  Ihe  Senate  to  pass 
the  bill  ofer  informally. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  OTer  informally. 

Hr.  BATARD,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Al&tirs,  reported  a  joint  resolmjoo  anlhoriiing  the 
investment  of  tbe  naval  hospital  fund;  which  was 
read,  and  ordNed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BAYAHD,  it  was 

Bmtlotd,  Tbu  tliaCDnimliua  on  Csnunarea  tHiulraeUd  to 
lufiiln  hila  ilw  CXIMdiDDCr  of  BboluhjDC  Itieiriuin  oCnTenus 
caucn,  Bad  ef  Bmplo;iDg  >  put  of  Oie  urjr  of  itie  Outisd 
BtUHtn  ibai  nrrlca. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  prennied  a  petition  from  John 
Satchel,  of  Fhilsdelpbia,  praying  Congress  to  mod- 
ify Ibe  tarilF  sa  as  to  bting  it  down  lo  a  rerenoe 
standard.  Tbe  petition  (taid  Mr.  C.)  contained 
anch  ralBsble  information  as  lo  Ibe  effect  of  the 
present  taiiBi  and  he  mo*ed  that'  ii  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Uannfacmrf*,  and  be  primed. 

Hie  PRESIDENT  pra  lent,  laid  before  ihe 
Senate  a  eommsnication'  from  the  Ordnance  Ba- 
rean,  showing  the  management  and  condlUon  of 
iblt  drpatimeDl;  wbieh  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Ibe 
taUe. 

On  molioD, 

Tb«  Senate  adjonroed.  f- 
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Hr.  BEIQQS,  on  leiTC,  laid  on  Ihe  table  ati 
antendment  to  the  bill  reported  tome  days  since  by 
Ihe  Committee  on  the  Pont  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
redaeing  Ihe  postage  on  letters  caiiied  by  mail:  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Hr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  moved  dial  ihe  House 
rtsoive  itself  iota  Cammitlee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
Slate  of  tbe.TJnion,  for  Ibe  purpose  of  taking  up 
IteJMainMB  lelaling  to  tbe  TetrllOTies.  He  slated 
that  so  mack  of  the  time  which  was  nnder  the 


special  order  to  be  devoted  to  Territorial  bnsiness 
had  been  occupied  in  atiendiog  lo  that  of  the  na- 
tion, that  he  trusted  tbe  House  wonld,  as  an  act  of 
sheer  justice,  adopt  his  motion,  and  proceed  at 
once,  wiihonl  ihe  consumption  of  the  moroing 
hour,  to  Ihe  eieeulion  of  the  special  order- 
Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  wished,  before' taking 
tbe  quesiion  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  that  the  Hobes  would  lake  up  and  assign  a 
special  day  for  Ihe  consideration  of  the   bill  tus- 

S ending  for  a  limited  time  the  operation  of  the 
isiiicting  law  of  ibe  last  session.  Tbai  bill  bad 
been  referred  to  Ibe  Commillee  of  the  Whole,  in 
the  voiiex  of  which  he  featsd  it  would  be  Josl, 
coneideiipg  ibe  short  time  that  yet  remained  of  ihe 
session,  unless  some  special  day  was  assigned  for 
its  consideration.  He  would  suggest  ihal  it  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  tbe  Hobs*  wonld 
make  no  more  special  orders.  They  were  already 
considerably  embarrassed  by  the  namber  they  had 

Hr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  said  tbai  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  objeciioos  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, considering  the  opposition  he  made  to  the 
bill,  Ibe  rlROTof  wbieh  it  was  proposed  to  relax. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  informed  ihe  gentleman  from 
Soulb  Carolina  that  Tharida;  was  already  assign- 
ed for  some  ether  bnsineas. 

Mr.  J,  CAMPBELL  said  be  woald  then  pro- 
pose Monday  next. 

Hr.  TDRNEY  said  he  wonld  remind  the  House 
that  the  Commiiiee  of  Elections  had  reported 
asiainst  this  bill,  and  that  tbe  qnesiion  wonld  arise 
on  Ibat  report 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  ih«t  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  to  go  into  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  was  yet  nndisposed  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Iowa  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  not  in  order,  and  could  not  lake  pre- 
cedence over  tbe  other  business  of  the  House. 
True,  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole 
on  the  Elate  of  the  Union  wuuld  be  in  order;  but 
Ihe  Territorial  basiaess  was  not  in  that  com  mi  I  lie, 
but  in  the  ordinary  Cemmittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resoluiion,  therefore,  that  he  moved  yester- 
day, in  relaiion  to  Ibe  capinre  of  Monterey  by 
Commodore  Jones,  was  Srsi  in  offer,  and  on  that 
tbe  previous  qaeetion  had  been  seconded. 

Mr.  POPE  observed  that  two  of  Ihe  three  days 
allotted  10  Territorial  business  baS  passed  over,  and 
only  three  or  four  hours  had  been  devoted  to  tbai 
business-  He  hoped  thai,  in  consideration  of  that 
fact,  tbe  Houiie  would  go  into  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  Ibat  business  for  the  remainder  of 
tbe  day;  and  be  bad  no  donbi,  if  they  did  so,  but 
that  tbey  would  finish  It. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  Ibat  the  queslion  dU  not 
admit  of  debate,  and  directed  the  Clerk  lo  read  ibe 
resoluiion;  which  was  done,  as  follows: 

Santeed,  Thit  ihe  Proidaii  oC  lbs  ruiied  Stuu  lia  »■ 
quuuil  10  Isroim  ihis  IIooh  b}  what  suitaorlly,  ud  unilec 
whoH  lnBIruclioiit.riplaiii  ThomM  Ap  Cilukj  Ji^nsi.coin- 
maiklei  ot  ihe  iqiiidron  ef  Ihe  tinlled  Smia  In  the  Peciflc 
ocHn,did,«iorHbi>iiiiha  19th  of  Ociabet  lu(.iDTmde  in  WI^ 


of  ItieniVBl  ■ndmiilut^  erpedltlon  forlhA  ouvpiUDi 

AeiDlrfJ, Thil lh« Pneidem  nnheCnllsdSiUnbs: 
edlocoTnmuniuuilolbiillauKcoplnof  aU  Ihe  Ineli 
•[•enbir  him,  ot  unrler  hiesuitiarjir,  !□  the  Hid  Capui 
fromihiilmflof  hliippotnuneDlto  the  comiDHod  of  i 
Kiuuiian;  il«,  coplee  of  ml!  commnoiMlion*  ncelvi 
him  lelBilrw  lo  hie  rioedlilxn  lor  ilia  occopulon  ofihe 
nUi;  end  uioioinlaniiihiiHnnHWbeilMr  oidtn'be' 
ilni^ichod  to  Ihe  uid  Cipuin  JwH,  reUlUng  liim  h 
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The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  main 
qaesiion,  and  carried, 

'  Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  qaeaiion;  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  CUSHINQ  atked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  re&olnlion.  His  reason  was  this:  He  should 
be  glad  10  vole  fot  the  resolution,  and  saw  no  tea- 
sou  «hy  it  should  not  pass  the  House.  He  knew 
nothing  in  regard  to  it  that  Ihe  Admin  is  Iral  ion 
should  conceali  and  he  was,  ibeieforr,  nnwilling  to 
vole  againsi  it.  Bnt  be  conld  not  vole  for  it,  be- 
cause it  excluded  the  nsual  condition  in  resolnlions 
of  this  nature — that  the  eommnnieatioa  of  the  in- 
formaiion  called  for  should  not,  in  the  Judgment  of 


Ibe  Prtsideni,  be  incompatible  wiih  tbe  public  in- 

lereiU 

Mr.  WISE  also  asked  to  be.eicuied  from  voting. 

JB  reason  was  thin    He  bad  information  ia  hie 

)Bsession  from  Commodore  Jones  himself,  and 

iherefors  knew  the  fact  that  there  was  no  necessity 

for  adopting  the  reiolniion.     Commodore  Jones 

informed  him  that,  without  any  order^fton  Ibe 

Qoveinment  at  all,  bnt  from  a  reptri  which  he  had 

no   reason  to  doubt,  as  well  as  from  informailon 

fecetved   from   a  .nnitid  Slates  consul  iii  South 

America,  Ibat  there  was  aciaal  war  between  the 

United  Stales  and  Hsxico,  together  wiih  tbe  sns-   , 

C'douB  jnovements  of  the  British  fleet,  indncing 
m  10  believe  that  they  wrre  about  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Cs1ifornias,hecapiured  Monterey.  As 
soon  as  informallon  reached  him  |faat  w|t  did  not 
exist,  he  restored  Monterey  to  Ihe  Mexican  anlhori- 
lies;  and  be  also  informed  Mr.  W.  that  his  rela- 
tions with  them  weie  better  than  ihsy  ever  were 

Mr.BRlQQS  called  Mr-  Wise  to  order. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  that  it  was  to  bim  the  slrangest 
IblDg  in  the  world,  ihai,  with  positive  infonnatioti 
from  Commodore  Jones  himself,  ready  to  be  given 
to  them,  grnilemen  were  deiermined  to  vole  blind- 
fold in  this  matter.  Tbe  Adminiairation  bad  noth- 
ing to  do  with  Ihe  affair. 

Mr.  QRANQER  rose  and  addressed  tbe-cbaln 
bm  gave  way  to 

Mr.  WISE,  who  withdrew  his  request  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

Ur.  QRANOBR  again  rose  and  said:  A  singk 
remark  why  I  wish  to  be  excused.  If  the  Admin- 
iaitaiion  is,  as  I  doubt  not,  so  entirely  blameless  in 
this  matter,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  sap- 
poee,  and  tbe  other  friends  of  tbe  Administration, 
would  desire  lo  be  placed  right.  [Cries  of  "order, 

Hr.  BRIGKIB  rose  to  a  qnesllon  of  order,  on  the 
ground  Ihsl  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ws^ 
debating  ibe  marits  of  ibe  qnestion, 

Mr.  GRANQER.    I  am  not  debating  the  qnee- 

Hr.  WISE  said,  as  he  was  iolerrupted,  he  hoped 
other  gentlemen  would  be  required  to  eonform  to 
Ibe  same  rule;  ot  that  be  should,  have  the  right  lo 
reply. 

Mr.  QRANQER.    I  will  take  my  seai—I  Ibfnk 
I  have  laid  enough- 
Mr.  WISE.    Ves,  yon  have. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resnlled 
Ibua — yeas   118,  nays  69;  so  Ihe  resolution  waa 
adopted; 


ick,  Bowne.  CliarlH 


'm.  O.  €ood<,  Qordon,  Qimine, 


Ktcrli,  Hullnei,  Ilaya.  Honlniu,  Houeloo,  Hunter,  Chirin 
J.  Inrttwllt  Wllliojn  W,  Win,  Jet*.  Oa.e  JohnKHi,  Lil- 
a^tlA.  jMwca,  Abnhsm  McUlellan,  BDbeilHcCJcUu.  BUI- 
Inrr,  MercHend,  jtlfTed  Muihill.  U«dill.  Neohenl.  OliTer, 
Pirmenler.  Firne,  Fictn^ni.  PdrfII,  Rcdlni.  Rencher,  Klggn, 
RoEeniRooHielt,  Baundere,Sewell,  SbMda, Rnydar.  Sleen- 
rod,  Jicob  ThorapKHi.  Ward,  Wuierann,  WeMbrook,  Chiieio- 
pher  H,  Witliims,  Wlae,  and  Wood'S9. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATION  CLAIMS. 

The  next  queslion  in  order  was  ihe  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massacbaseits,  [Mr.  Cdsbihs,] 
who,  fiom  the  Commiiiee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  ye»- 
lerday  made  The  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  irtoaa 
was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  EJwneier  Wheel- 
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Wright,  and  others,  prayiog  indemoity  from  the 
United  States  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800, 
report  the  following  resolution  for  the  cansidcration. 
af  the  House: 

Rttoived,  Thftt  all  d«b«t«  in  the  Ooromittae  of  the  WhcRe 
HoQMoa  the  etate  of  the  Union,  on  Hoitoe  bill  No.  67,  entitled 
^A  bill  to  protide  for  the  tatiefitciion  of  claims  due  to  certain 
American  citisene,  for  epoHaUone  committed  on  their  com* 
roeree  prior  to  Slat  July,  1801."  shall  ceaee  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
2  o'clock,  andlha  conuniftee  shall  proceed  to  rote  on  the  amend* 
ments  then  pending,  or  ttiat  may  be  offered  to  said  bill,  and  then 
report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  such  amendments  as  may 
ha?e  been  agreed  (p  by  the  committee. 

On  this  resolution,  the  Hoase  yesterday  second- 
ed the  motion  for  the  previous  qaestion,  bat  nega- 
4i?ed  the  question  <*Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
p«t1"  on  which  the  question  now  recurred.    " 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  lesuUed  thus — yeas  94. 
nays  104.  So  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  was 
negatived. 

The  question  Again  recuned,  '*Shall  the  main 
qaestion  be  now  puti" 

Bftr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  taken,  and  resnltcd^yeas  94, 
Bays  100. 

'    So  the  Hou»e  determined  that  the  main  question 
diOQld  not  be  now  put. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  special  order  was  resumed. 

The  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  taken  up,  with  a  view  to  their  en- 
grossment; but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  POPE, 
they  were  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Adr.  J.  R. 
bioBBsoLLin  the  chair.) 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  certain 
roads,  and  the  survey  of  certain  canal  routes,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  was  first  taken  up— the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
DoDOB,  to  apply  |50,000  of  the  appropriation  to 
tha-removal  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Mississippi 
river  at  the  rapids  of  tbe  Des  Moines. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  spoke  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion  to  the  amendment. 

Bftr.  REYNOLDS  replied,  arguing  in  favor  of 
the  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  proposed 
improvements,  and  contending  that  the  opening  of 
this  great  national  highivity  was  not  a  mere  local 
measure,  but  alike  interesting  to  all  the  States  of 
the  Union* 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  urge  upon  the  committee  to 
pass  on  this  bill  without  further  discussion.  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the^days  set  apart  for  Ter- 
ritorial business  were  principally  consumkl  in  the 
examination  of  general  questions,  without  coming 
to  any  decisive  result;  and  he  feared  that  this  day 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  same  manner  if  they  al- 
lowed a  discussion  to  go  on,*  on  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  Qovemment.  He  hoped  that  the 
committee  would,  without  further  debate,  settle  this 
question— a  question  which  he  considered  to  be  one 
of  mere  expedience  only — viz.,  whether  ihey  should 
appropriate  this  150,000  to  roads  and  improve- 
ments in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  or  to  the  opening 
and  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river,  the  great 
highway  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BARNARD  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  tbe  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  was 
not  Territorial  business,  and  that  legislation  in  re- 
gard to  it  in  this  way  gave  it  a  preference  overoth 
er  rivers  of  tbe  United  States  equally  deserving  of 
the  favor  of  the  Government.  He  was  willing  to 
give  the  |50,000,  or  |100,000,  if  necessary,  for  tbe 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river;  but  at  tbe 
same  time  he  wanted  to  start  fiQr— be  wanted  the 
Hudson  river  to  have  an  equal  share.  There  was 
a  bill  on  the  table  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  several  rivers  of  tbe  United 
States,  including  the  Mississippi  as  well  as  the 
Hudson,  and  he  wished  gentlemen  to  wait  till  that 
bill  came  up. 

Here  was  an  appropriation  of  |50,000  for  clear- 
ing cat  the  obstractioiis  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock 


River  rapids,  and  gentlemen  talked  of  its  impor- 
tance; but  he  would  ask  them  to  tell  him  tbe  amount 
of  merchandise  which  passed  over  the  Des  Moines 
rapid(.1  Was  it  |5,000,000  per  annumi  Was  it 
110,000.0001  He  would  go  for  those  improve- 
ments at  the  proper  time;  but  he  should  a?k  gen- 
tlemen, at  the  same  time,  to  give  him  a  little  for 
the  North  River;  and  $60,000,000  of  merchandise 
every  year  passed  the  spot  where  they  proposed  to 
make  improvements  in  that  river,  besides  one  mil- 
lion of  passengers.  Now,  he  msde  these  remarks 
to  show  gentlemen  that  there  were  other  impor- 
tant points  which  required  their  attention  as  well 
as  the  rivers  in  question.    He  did  not  like  this  way 

.of  getting  at  the  improvement  of  tbe  Western 

'  rivers,  whilejothers,  quite  as  important,  were  left 
unnoticed.  Let  them  wait  until  they  got  a  report 
from  a  proper  comfiiittee,  and  then  he  would  go  as 
far  as  any  gentleman  of  this  House — at  least  a3 
far  as  they  ought  to  go.  eonsideriog  tbe  state  of  the 
national  treasury.  He  would,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, go  the  whole  length  of  tbe  river,  extending 
3,000  miles,  when  the  state  of  the  treasury  would 
permit;  but,  at  present,  he  would  recommend  that 
th^y  sbonld  wait.  He  was  against  this  amend- 
ment|  but  he  would  go  for  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  BLACK,  in  the  course  of  some  observations, 
expressed  his  disappointment  on  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rbt- 
voLOs;]  for  that  gentleman  had  promised  to  make 
some  remarks  on  the  constitutionality  of  this  bill, 
but  he  had  done  nothing  more  than  cite  precedents 
to  justify  it.  He  then  called  that  gentleman^  at- 
tention to  the  Ifaysville  road  bill,  which  was  ve- 

'  toed  by  the  political  chief  of  the  gentleman  Arom 
Illinois— General  Jackson — as  a  precedent  sf  a 
contrary  tendency. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  thought  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnabd] 
was  a  correct  one;  and  he  hoped  the  Delegate  from 
Iowa  would  withdraw  his  amendment;  and  when 
it  came  into  the  House  in  another  form,  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  would  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  said  he  saw  the  time  of 
the  Hotise  would  be  lost  on  this  proposition,  and 
the  other  Territorial  business  would  not,  consequent- 
ly, have  proper  consideration,  and  therefore  he 

/  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  on  the  bill  in  its  ori- 
ginal form.         ^ 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  the  motion  of  the  Dele- 
gate, which  was  jnst  withdrawn,  to  strike  out  every 
sectiod  of  the  original  bill,  and  substitute  for  it  a 
different  proposition,  was  an  admission  by  the  Del- 
egate that  this  appropriation  was  uncalled  for,  or 
at  least  conld  be  dispensed  with.  Ue  did  not  in- 
tend to  be  unkind  to  the  Territories,  but  be  wished 
to  be  kind  to  the  credit  of  the  country.  They  had 
been  going  on  too  fast;  and  now  they  found  that  if 
they  were  to  hiive  any  money,  they  must  borrow  it. 
He  hoped  some  regard  would  be  paid  to  the  state 
of  the  treasury;  and  he  wot  Id  beg  gentlemen  to  re- 
member that  even  borrowed  money  was  to  be  re- 
paid. He  hoped  this  body,  at  least,  whatever  oth- 
ers might  do,  would  hold  to  the  doctrine  that  every 
'engagement  into  which  the  Government  might  en- 
ter was  to  be  honestly  and  punctually  discharged. 

But  what  was  the  prospect  for  the  treasury? 
Why,  so  far  as  appeared  by  a  document  before 
them,  the  revenue  for  1843  would  not  exceed 
113.000,000.  He  disappro?ed,  then,  of  the  com- 
mencement of  new  works,  which  might  end  in  ex- 
pendtiures  they  knew  not  how  great,  and  last  they 
knew  not  how  long.  The  customhouses  of  both 
New  York  and  Boston  afforded  examples  -for  their 
admonition,  and  showed  the  necessity  of  strictly 
guarding  at  the  outset  against  improper  appropria- 
tions. 

By  a  sutement  published  in  the  Madisonian 
of  this  morning,  it  appeared  that  there  were  out- 
standing treasury  notes  amounting  to  |11,731,- 
327  69;  and  if  to  this  were  added  tbe  amount  of 
loans,  they  had  an  existing  debt  exceeding  |25,- 
000,000.  This  was  a  fact  which  spoke  so  loudly 
for  itself,  that  he  would  abstain  from  further  obser- 
vation.  

Bfr.  WELLER,  in  the  coarse  of  some  observa- 
tioas,  was  understood  to  say  that  if  this  bill  had 
proposed  to  make  appropriations   for  Northern 


custom-hoQSfls  or  rivers,  or  Sonthem  harbors,  they 
would  have  heard  nothing  there  of  tbe  embarnssed 
Slate  of  the  treasury,  or  of  constitutional  objections. 
He  rejoiced,  however,  that  in  the  next  Congress 
tbe  West  would  be  more  equitably  represented, 
and  then  she  would  do  justice  to  herself.  He  de- 
fended the  Delegate  from  Iowa  from  the  unwar- 
ranted interpretation  which  the  gentleman  firom 
New  York  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  had  given  to  bis  mo- 
tion; adding  that  the  Delegate  had  expressly 
adopted  such  a  course  as  promised  the  greatest 
amount  of  good. 

Mr.  McKEMNAN  briefly  advocated  the  appro- 
priation proposed  to  be  made  by  this  bill;  and  then 
moved  that  it  be  laid  aside,  tc^  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  renew  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Bftr.  A. 
C.  DoDSE.]  He  advocated  the  propriety  of  the 
appropriation,  and  condented  that  it  would  open 
the  avenues  to  the  Territory,  and  thereby  give  it 
an  influx  of  population. 

Tbe  question  was  taken  en  the  amendment  jnst 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (appro- 
priating |50,000  to  the  removal  of  obstructions 
in  the  Mississippi  river  at  Des  Moines  rapids,) 
and  the  Chair  reported  51  in  the  affirmative. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  (to  see  if  a  quoruna  was 
present,)  and  they  reported  ayes  77,  noes  39. 

So  there  was  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  demanded  that  the  &et 
be  reported  to  the  Hou^e. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  was  informed  that 
there  was  a  quorum  in  the  hall,  and  ordered  the  tellers 
to  take  the  vote  again. 

The  tellers  reported  97  in  the  affirmative,  being 
evidently  a  majority. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  DODGE,  the  conunittee 
took  up  "a  bill  concerning  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Wiseonstn.** 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  wished  to  hear  some 
reason  for  the  appropriation  contained  in  this  bilL 

Mr.  POPE  explained  that  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Legislative  Assembly  to.  meet. 
There  was  now  no  appropriation,  and  the  Governor 
refused  to  co-operate  with  them  until  an  appro- 
priation should  be  made,  and  their  meeting  legal- 
ized. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
He  thought  it  had  not  been  reported  with  doe  con- 
sideration. He  wished  the  committee  to  consider 
well  before  they  decided  whether  the  (atovemor  or 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  was  right. 

Mr.  POPE  explained  the  bill.  Tbe  Legislative 
Assembly  supposed  they  had  assembled  **aeeoidhig 
to  law;''  and,  therefore,  those  words  were  inserted 
in  the  bill.  At  his  siiggestion,  they  were  stricken 
out,  so  as  to  leave  it  an  open  question  whether  the 
Assembly  met,  according  to  law,  in  December* 

Mr.  WARREN  wished  to  know  why  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  Legislature  to  sit  50  days. 

Mr.  POPE  explained.  According  to  law,  the 
Territorial  Legislatures  were  allowed  to  sit  75diays. 
But,  in  consequence  of  the  expenses  which  had  to 
be  incurred,  in  the  shape  of  mileage,  Ae,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  December* 
the  committee  thought  proper  to  limit  the  sessioa 
to  be  held  to  50  days. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  referred  to  the  law 
passed  at  a  former  session  of  Congress,  and  asked 
if  it  did  not  prohibit  sessions  of  Territorial  Assem- 
blies from  being  held  without  an  express  appropri- 
ation being  first  msde. 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  called  for  the  reading  of  the  law. 

Mr.  DEAN  explained  the  organic  law  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  on  this  subject.  That  re- 
quired that  there  should  be  a  meeting  of  tbe 
Legislative  Assembly  on  tbe  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember of  every  year.  When  the  Governor  re- 
fused to  meet  them,  on  the  ground,  that  there  was 
no  appropriation,  they  adjourned.  Now,  the  ob- 
ject or  this  bill  was  to  pay  them  for  their  meeting 
on  this  occasion,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. Important  business  required  their  early 
meeting;  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  BEIQQS  wished  to  hear  the  facts.  At  die 
last  fsttion  of  Oongresst  n  law  was  peased,  which 
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pronded  that  no  Mwion  of  a  Terriiorial  Assembly 
iboald  be  held,  nalesa  an  appropriation  had  pre- 
Tioasly  beer  made.  [8e?eral  members:  "Ad  ap- 
piopriaUon  was  made."]  Now,  he  wished  to 
jmow  whether  the  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
meetiag  in  December  last. 

Mr.  H.  DODOS  said,  an  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  Gi?ii  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
on849. 

The  Clerk  read  a  elanse  from  thai  bill,  which 
appropriated  |90,000  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
the  LegislatiTe  Assembly  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  BRIQG8  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  appropriation  was  for  services  past  or  pro- 
speetiTe. 

Mr.  H.  DODGB  explained.  That  appropria- 
tion was  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  1842,  bat 
was  misapplied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory, 
and  applied  to  the  payment  of  arrearages  and  old 
debts  of  the  Territory.  That  officer  contended 
that  be  had  ample  reasons  to  jostify  him  in  so  do* 
ing.  If,  then,  the  S^retary  misapplied  the  Ainds 
for  thopayment  of  the  LegislatiTe  Absembly,  it  was 
not  their  fault. 

Mr.  D.  pfeased  npon  the  committee  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  this  bill.  There  was  now  no  legis- 
latore,  and  none  conld  be  assembled  imtil  the  bill 
was  passed.  Everything  was  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  GK>Temor.  All  appointments  were  made  by 
him,  without  check  or  control  from  any  body  of 
connsellors. 

Mr.  BRIC3Q8  said  that  he  was  not  precisely  re- 
lie?ed  from  his  difficulties.  If  he  understood  the 
gentleman,  he  said  that  the  money  was  appro- 
priated for  one  purpose,  but  that  the  Governor  ap- 
plied it  to  another. 

BIr.  FILLMbRB,  without  intendbg  to  enter 
into  the  present  controTersyi  begged  leave  to  make 
an  teplanation.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
aa  appropriation  was  made  for  this  Territory,  for 
theyear  1849.  In  recommending  the  appropria- 
tes, however,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
foand  claima  for  very  large  arrearages,  which  they 
refused  to  allow;  and  they  only  recommended  the 
amooBt  of  appropriation  thai  had  been  made  the 
year  before.  Whtn  the,  bill  came  up  in  the  House, 
a  Biotion  was  made  to  insert  an  appropriation  for 
arrearages,  which  was  rejected.  The  bill  then 
weat  to  the  Senate;  and  Aoally,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  these  arrearages  in  future,  a  section  was 
inserted,  providing  that,  hereafter,  no  sessiensof  the 
Territorial  LegisUtores  shall  be  held  without  an 
appropriation  from  Congress  to  pay  them. 

lliis  was  the  state  of  the  case,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  concerned. 
He  did  not  see  how  it  applied  to  the  present  ques- 

tiOD. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  mileage  and  per  diem  for  the  members  of  the 
Lsgidature  of  Iowa,  who  met  on  the  first  Monday 
of  December  last,  and  whom  the  Governor  refused 
to  communicate  with,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  appropriation  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  MORGAN  read  a  communication  from 
Governor  Doty  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  show 
that  the  session  of  the  Legislature  was  illegal,  aod 
thit  there  was  no  money  to  pay  them.  Mr.  M. 
went  on  to  argue  that  this  fact  was  known  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  POPE  said  that  no  appropriation  was  asked 
in  this  bill — the  appropriation  having  been  already 
made  at  the  last  session;  and  all  that  was  now  ask- 
ed, was  to  direct  the  proper  application  of  iL  In . 
May  last.  Congress  made  the  appropriation  for  the 
year  1843,  having  no  reference  to  past  debts;  and, 
contrary  to  law,  the  money  was  applied  to  pay 
them. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  said  that  the  whole 
matter  turned  upon  the  single  point,  whether  khe 
members  of  the  Legislature  had  any  knowledge 
that  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  expend  < 
e^and  that  there  was  no  money  to  pay  them. 
9lr«  POPE  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  Legislature  had  any  such  knowledge. 
They  met  on  the  first  Mondavof  December,  pur- 
suant to  adjonmmeni;  and  the  Governor  had  made 
BO  proclamation  directing  them  not  to  meet.  There 
was  no  difiknlty  in  die  case.  The  only  qmstion 
wasi  whether  these  men,  for  the  short  time  they 


met,  without  any  knowledge  that  the  Governor  dis- 
approved of  their  meeting  till  they  assembled  to* 
getber,  should  be  paid. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Adams's 
amendment,  resnltmg  ia  ayes  54,  noes  not  counted; 
but  there  not  being  a  quorum  preeent,  there  was  i)o 
decision. 

Mr.  CUSHING  wished  to  ask  one  question,  on 
the  answer  to  which  would  depend  his  vote:  Did 
the  organic  law  ef  the  Territory  authorize  this 
meeting  of  the  Legislataiel 

Mr.  POPE  said  that  it  did. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McK^Y,  the 
reading  of  the  law  providing  for  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature  was  called  for  by  several;  and  thar, 
together  with  the  provision  in  the  appropriation 
bill  of  the  la&t  session,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fillmobx, 
was  read. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  that  it  appeared  that  the 
law  authorized  the  Legislature  of  the  Teiiiiory 
to  fix  npon  the  time  of  its  meetings;  and  that  they 
did  fix  upon  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  every 
yesr.  Now,  these  were'  two  leading  facts;  end  he 
wished  to  know  whether  gentlemen  contended  that 
the  laws  above  stated  were  repealed  by  the  proviso 
in  the  appropriation  bill  noticed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorb.]  He  contended 
that  they  were  not  repealed,  and  that  the  Legislature 
met  in  pursuance  of  law.  He  contended  also 
that  there  was  an  appropriation  to  pay  ihem;  for 
the  appropriation  was  made  for  the  year  1843, 
and  they  met  in  December  of  that  year.  Now,  if 
the  Governor  had  applied  the  money  to  any  other 
purpose,  or  withheld  it  from  them,  it  was  no  fault 
of  theirs.  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  would  not  only 
vote  for  paying  them,  but  he  would  pass  a  severe 
censure  on  any  GUvemor,  State  or  Tenitorial,  who 
would  dare  to  make  a  romp  parKameot  of  a  Legis- 
lature meeting  under  an  organic  law. 

Some  explanations  were  made,  and  some  con- 
versation ensued,  between  'Messrs.  BRIQG^, 
FILLMORE,  WISE,  and  CUSHING,  respecting 
the  appropriation  for  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  understood  that  there  was  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  tbe 
Legislature  during  the  month  of  December,  which 
embraced  the  greater  part  of  their  session. 

Mr.  WISE  took  the  same  view;  but  said  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  had  applied  that  mo- 
ney to  pay  arrearages  ef  the  Lf>gi«lature;  and  he 
complained  that  this  was  a  tnck  on  the  legislation 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORGAN  entered  into  some  explanations. 

Mr.  MEDILL  handed  to  the  Clerk  a  report 
from  a  committee  of  (he  Territorial  L^gisfature, 
which  entered  into  the  great  question  involved  in 
the  difibrence  between  that  body  and  the  Governor, 
and  the  legality  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 
He  called  npon  the  Clerk  to  read  this  report  for  the 
information  of  the  committee. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
whidi  was  negatived. 

Mr.  EVERETT  and  Mr.  WISE  continued  the 
debate. 

Mr.  HOWARD  defended  Governor  Doty,  and 
read  from  a  pamphlet  to  show  that  he  had  been 
guided  in  his  action  on  tbe  subject  in  dispute,  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  passed 
the  15ih  February,  1843,  from  which  he  read  an 
extract. 

He  then  went  on  to  vindicate  Governor  Doty, 
and  to  charge  that  the  faults  found  with  him  to-day 
were  intended  to  be  made  the  ground  of  an  applica- 
tion for  his  removal.  He  vindicated  Governor  D., 
and  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  that  officer 
was  quite  as  competent  to  decide  questions  of  law 
as  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  'committee  rise, 
and  report  the  several  bills  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  resulted  ayes  58, 
noes  58 — no  quorum. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  who  reported  ayts  58, 
noes  59 — no  quorum. 

The  eommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  Hoose  adjourn. 


Tbe  qaesiion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  aayt|  aiKl 
rcFulted— yeas  58,  nays  IfL 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
*  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that,  in  any  view  of 
the  case,  the  Legislature  ouaht  to  be  paid.  Sup- 
pose tbe  appropriation  of  |90,000  was  designed  to 
apply  to  the  preceding  session,  and  that  the  money 
was  properly  applied  by  Gk)vernor  Doty.  Then, 
the  Lifgislature  meeting  at  their  annual  session, 
without  havings  any  information  that  the  appro- 
priation was  Exhausted,  and  that  there  was  no 
money  to  pay  them,  certainly  ought  to  be  paid. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  appropriation  was  for  that 
session,  and  the  money  was  misapplied  by  Gov- 
ernor Doty,  they  having^no  knowledge  of  the  fact^ 
still  they  ought  to  be  paid.  In  either  view  of  the 
case,  the  money  was  justly  due  them,  and  they 
ought  to  have  it. 

The  question  was  again  put  on  Mr.  Anaiis^k 
amendment,  resulting  in  ayes  35,  noee  70. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  called  for,  and 
ordered;  and  the  vote  being  again  taken,  resulted 
in  ayes  34,  noes  71. 

liie  committee  then  being  still  without  a  quo- 
rum, rose,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  Hotise* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  yeas  53, 
nays  58. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
.  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  rose,  and  said  that 
there  lyas  no  use  in  moving  a  call  of  the  House. 
He  never  knew  any  good  to  result  from  it,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  best  thing  they 
could  do  weuld  be  to  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fridav,  February  3, 1843. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  reiiding  on  the  line  of  the 
Cumberland  road  from  Springfield  to  the  Indiana 
line,  remonstrating  against  the  proposed  change  in 
the  location  of  the  road,  and  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation for  its  continuation:  refiened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  ttom  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  relating  to  the  judgment  by  which 
Mr.  Kendall  is  now  deprived  of  his  personal  lib- 
erty, and  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of 
relieving  him,  by  satisfying  the  judgment:  referred 
to  the  Ck»mmittee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Eastport,  Maine,  connected  with  the  ship- 
ping interest,  complaining  of  the  depressed  stats  of 
that  interest,  and  attributing  it  to  the  want  of  reci- 
procity in  tbe  commercial  regulations  between  the 
United  ^tates  and  the  nations  with  which  she  trades; 
and  praying  such  alterations  in  those  regulations, 
consistent  with  treaty  stipulations,  as  will  produce 
greater  reciprocity:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
John  H.  Sherburne,  asking  compensation  for  ser- 
vices ander  appointment  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, rendered  in  connexion  with  the  removal  of 
tbe  Indians  from  Florida:  refened  to  the  Comaiit- 
tee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  memorials  (hmi 
Ithaca,  Rochester,  Jefferson  county,  Cayuga  coun- 
ty, New  York,  one  from  the  city  of  New  Tork« 
and  one  from  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  tha 
chiefs  and  principal  men  of  the  Stockbridge  and 
Monsee  tribes  of  Indians,  in  the  Territory  of  Wia- 
consin,  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  before  Congress 
containing  provisions  for  those  Indians  to  beomne 
citizens  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 

Suolvedj  That  the  CommlUae  on  Indian  AtfUrt  bt  inttniettd 
to  iDOoire  if  107  (and,  if  any,  what)  lefislatire  mtaaurM  »re  on- 
OMMry  to  Mcura  tba  SliawDee  tribe  of  Indiana  the  oaymeiu  of 
intereM  on  mooeye  inrmaA  bj  the  United  States  Ibr  Iho  iiid 
trit>e,  under  the  4th  anicie  of  the  tfMiy  of.iaOL 
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Mr.  B.  presented  docnments  relating  to  the  sab- 
jeet;  which  were  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  citi* 
seiis  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  creation  of  a 
Government  stock  of  |200,000,000,  based  on  the 
pnblic  domain,  to  be  divided  among  the  States  %nd 
Territories,  in  a  representative  proportion:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  concerning  the 
operations  of  the  bankrupt  law.  The  memorialists 
state  that  they  are  aware  that  some  good  may 
grow  cot  of  that  law;  bat  the  preponderance  of  the 
evil  is  so  great,  that,  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
cases,  it  is  absoHite  oppression  and  tyranny :  and 
they  ask  for  its  repeal.  The  memorial  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
being  about  to  report  on  ihe  subject. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 

tion,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 

nde,  viz: 

Reaolvedf  Thatttie  President  be  r«queited  (eo  &r  as  it  maj 
be  compatible  with  the  public  intereat)  to  communicate  to  the 
Beoate  copies  of  any  remonstrance  or  protest  addressed  by 
Genera)  Caas,  Enroy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenlpoten* 
tiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  to  that  Got  • 
ermnaDt,  aninst  the  ratif  cation «  by  France,  of  the  quintuple 
treaty,  aM  of  all  correspondence  l)etween  the  Qovern. 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  France,  and  of  all  communica* 
UooB  ftom  the  said  General  Case  to  his  own  Goremment,  and 
from  this  GoTerament  to  him,  relating  thereto,  and  relating  to 
the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee in  Uie  other  House  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claim  of  Jenkins  and 
Langtry. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  on  rail- 
road iron;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bills  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Farnham,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  and  heirs  of  William  Lomax, 
reported  them  back,  without  amendment,  and  with 
reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed)  recom- 
mending their  indefinite  postponement. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendioent,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jonathan  Britton. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, (to  which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  to 
repeal  the  bankrupt  law,  and  a  similar  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  memoxiab  and 
resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal,)  made  a 
report,  recommending  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  Senate  bill,  and  reported  back  the  House  bill 
with  an  entire  substitute  for  it.  He  asked  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  and  substitute  for  the  bill; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  that,  1,500  copies 
additional  to  the  usual  quantity  of  the  report  and 
bin  be  printed. 

Bir.  KINQ  inquired  whether  it  was  a  detailed 
report 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  the  report  and 
hill  were  of  great  length.  The  committee  had 
gone  into  an  examination  of  all  the  questions  con- 
nected with  the  subject  which  had  been  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  through  the  re- 
pon  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  decisions  of 
the  judges  of  the  district  courts  under  that  law. 

Mr.  KINQ  could  not  perceive  why  they  should 
print  an  extra  quantity  of  this  report.  The  object 
of  the  report,  he  presumed,  was  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  had  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  If  it 
was  intended  that  the  report  should  be  printed  for 
circulation,  with  a  view  ko  base  the  response  of  the 
country  upon  it,  before  the  action  of  the  Senate  on 
the  bill,  be  would  only  say  that  it  must  fail  of  its 
object;  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  will,  no  doabt, 
have  taken  place  before  such  response  could  be  i:e- 
ceived.  If  the  report  was  not  a  very  voluminous 
one,  it  would  find  its  way  into  the  newspapers,  and 
be  circulated  much  sooner  than  it  could  be  by  the 
other  mode.  He  did  not  presume  that,  at  this 
abort  aesuon,  anx  return  of  public  opinion  could 


be  had  before  the  action  of  the  Senate:  the  expense 
of  printing  would,  therefore,  be  uselessly  incurred. 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLBilADGE  remarked  that  the  Expense 
of  printing  the  additional  quantity  proposed  would 
be  very  trifling.  After  it  was  printed,  he  had  no 
doubt  there  would  be  calls  for  it  fh>m  every  part  of 
the  country.  As  to  whether  there  would  be.  time, 
before  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  to  have 
a  response  from  the  people  on  the  report  and  bill 
of  the  committee,  he  would  only  say  that  there  was 
a  possibility,  at  least;  and  he  might  express  the  hope 
that,  after  the  report  shall  have  been  examined, 
Senators  on  the  other  side,  even,  would  be  con- 
Tinced  that  the  law  should  remain  on  the  statute- 
book. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  if  the  report  was 
not  long,  he  would  like  to  hear  it  read. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  repUed  that  the  report 
was  a  voluminous  one;  and  there  was  a 
long  bill  accompanying  it,  which  the  commit- 
tee propose  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  which 
pasted  the  House.  Mr.  B.  then  stated,  in 
substance,  that  the  substitute  proposed  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  voluntary  clause  of  the  previous  law 
as  allowed  any  person,  on  his  own  application,  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  law;  that  it  proposed  to 
make  the  declaration  of  insolvency  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  6  William  lY;  that  it 
leaves  it  to  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  suspend 
action  after  a  declaration  of  insolvency,  or  to  pro* 
ceed  to  close  up  the  affairs  of  the  debtor,  under 
such  declaration  of  insolvency;  that  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  law  was  so  amended  as  to  confine 
its  provisions  to  what  are  technically  called  tra- 
ders; that  it  proposed  to  make  the  consent  of  a 
majority  in  amount  of  the  creditors  necessary  to 
the  granting  of  a  certificate  to  a  bankrupt.  He 
said  there  were  other  important  alterations  which 
be  could  not  cite  from  memory. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  print  the 
additional  quantity,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ayes  16,  noes  14. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  House 
biU  for  the  reUef  of  William  Gale. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  adversely  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  from  the  House,  for  the  relief  of  Anne  W. 
Angus:  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Blr.  KEREt,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
under  instruction  from  that  committee,  moved  to 
print  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission  of  Pat- 
ents; and  also  to  print  a  quantity  in  addition  to 
the  usual  namberi  the  ipotions  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MILLER  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
Monday  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  and  consider 
the  bill  for  repairing  and  repaving  Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  a  report  showing  the  number  of  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  that  department  du- 
]:ing  the  year  1843,  and  their  salaries:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  epiitled  "An  act  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,** 
approved  June,  1838;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unfinished  debate  on  the  bill  for  the  occu* 
pation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
came  up  as  the  special  order— -the  question  pending 
being  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
yesterday  evening,  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
an  hour,  in  reply  to  Mr.  BxirTON*s  remarks  of  yes- 
terday. 

He  confined  himself  chiefly  to  that  portion  of 
the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  which  re- 
lated to  the  treaty  lately  settled  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  touching 
the  Northwest  boundary  at  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
Lake  Superior.    Tba  force  of  Mr.  Ce  argument 
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was  to  show  that  the  true  boundary  line  inteided 
by  the  treaty  of  1783  was  that  adopted  by  the  ttia- 
ty  of  1842.  First,  be  held  that,  at  tba  time,  bo 
other  route  was  known  than  that  by  the  Grand  Port- 
age and  southern  chain  of  water  and  portage  com- 
munication; and  that  the  northern  water  oommi- 
nication  never  had  been  travelled,  or,  if  it  bad,  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  could  not  produce  proof 
that,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  year  1783, 
a  human  being  had  ever  passed  from  Lake  Supedoc 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  by  the  northern  roiue. 
In  support  of  his  view  that  the  Portage  route  was 
the  boundary  line  intended  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
he  adverted  to  various  documentary  and  lustoiical 
evidences^  and  referred  to  the  English  maps  of  the 
day,  and  the  writings  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
Northwest  fur  companies.  He  inaiatfld  ^t,  where 
ha  was  able  to  produce  such  a  quantity  of  eon- 
current  testimony  in  support  of  his  poeftiony  and 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  not  hitherto  pro- 
duced a  particle  of  evidence  in  proof  of  his,thi 
conclusion  was  inevitable  that  the  southern  lette 
was  that  intended  by  the  treaty  of  ^783;  and  there- 
fore  the  treaty  of  1843,  instead  of  altering  the 
boundary  line,  had  merely  carried  out,  in  tet,  tbt 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  old  treaty. 

Mr.  BENTON  assured  the  Senator  that  his  proofii 
of  the  northern  line  being  the  proper  one  were  abun- 
dant and  overwhelming.  He  bad  a  point  now,  whieh 
he  meant  to  stick  to,  until  the  aittention  of  the  Ame^ 
ican  people  was  fixed  upon  it;  and  that  was,  that  their 
interests  had  been  sacrificed  to  British  interests 
and  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  bad 
been  removed  for  the  exclusive  benefit-  of  An 
British,  and  to  the  irreparable  injury  of  our  own 
country.  He  took  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  read  its 
provisions  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Lake  Superior,  and 
showed  that  they  explicitly  and  expressly  men- 
tioned that  from  Pigeon  river  the  water  eooimnai- 
cation  was  to  be  followed  for  tracing  die  Use. 
Now,  the  northern  water  oommunioation  torn 
Pigeon  river  is  continuous,  with  the  exception  W  a 
portage  of  017  paces;  whereas  the  southern  route 
is  not,  stri^ly  speaking,  a  water  eommunleatiOD, 
but  a  route  partly  water  and  partly  porttfe— the 
portage  amounting,  altogether,  to  SH  mnes.  It 
was  easy  to  see  that  the  term  '*water  commuaiea- 
tion'*  could  only«app1y  to  the  northern  route;  and 
that  nothing  bat  a  strained  construction,  to  give 
the  British  all  the  benefit  of  the  mere  leefanieal- 
ity  that  there  was  no  continuotis  water  eonmi- 
nication,  could  have  been  adopted  to  fix  upoa 
the  portage  route  as  the  boundary  line  meint 
by  the  treaty  of  1783.  He  thea  compared 
the  most  accurate  American  map  lately  pub- 
lished, in  which  all  the  land  and  watermarks 
are  accurately  laid  down,  with  the  wording  of  the 
treaty  of  1783;  and  proved  that  there  was  sach  a 
circumstantial  corroboration  diat  the  nortbem  line 
was  the  true  boundary  line  meant,  ijhat  it  was  im- 
possible to  avoid  that  conclusion,  unless  $,  predeter* 
mination  exist^  to  interpret  eyerytbing  Just  as  lbs 
British  wished.  The  British  tbenselTca,  untH  1314, 
never  thought  of  any  other  line;  or  why  woukl 
they  then  ask  in  snob  g^tle  language  for  a  revis- 
ion of  the  boundary  linet  Why  did  tbey,  ia 
1803,  remove  from  the  Grand  Portage  to  a  posi- 
tion 50  miles  north,  but  to  get  off  our  territory, 
and  escape  paying  duties  to  us  for  goods  brought 
within  what  tbey  then  knew  was  our  territory) 
Mr.  B.  read  various  historical  faets  ooneemiag 
Mr.  Jay*s  treaty  of  1794,  which  treaty  was  not  to 
go  into  effect  tUl  1796,  to  show  that  it  was  fat  con- 
sequence of  Mr.  Jay's  refbsal  to  giTe  ^  British 
fur  company  any  joint  right  of  communicatkMi 
south  of  the  northern  water  communication,  that 
they  had  to  remove,  in  1803,  fifty  miles  north, 
where  they  remained  forty  years,  till  brought  back 
by  our  Secretary-negotiator  in  184S,  and  allowed 
the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  portage  roQl^-« 
for  it  was  idle  to  call  it  a  joint,  oeeupatioay 
as  our  citizens  could  not  attempt  anything  kjpt- 
ly  about  it,  without  subjecting  tbemrelvePto 
be  waylaid  and  shot  down  by  the  company^  al- 
lies, their  Indian  bloodhounds.  This  eon^aay, 
which  could  now  command  twelve  buuhred  ai  its 
own  men,  congregated  on  the  nortbem  bank  of  Ar- 
row  river,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  our  tenitoiyi 
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lad  %tm  thas  tdTantageotuly  placed  for  British 
mtemls,  m  cirery  wajr  adverse  to  our  interests— in 
a  pcfliiioD  better  than  they  oeeopied  last  war,  when 
it  cost  us  sixty  milUons  of  dollars  to  defend  our- 
selTes  against  ihelr  aggressions,  and  those  of  their 
bloodhound  allies,  the  Indians.    Oar  Secretary-ne- 
gotiator, stndions.of  promoting  British  interests 
and  prostrating  those  of  his  own  country,  had  al- 
io veil  this  Hudson  Bay  Company  a  joint  use  of  our 
portage  route,  entirely  within  our  own  territory, 
and  the  only  commercial  route  in  the  whole  region; 
and  had  exempted  their  goods  from  the  duties 
which  our  own  citizens  would  have  to  pay  on 
them.    He  had  precluded  our  citixeos  from  com- 
petiag  with  them  on  equal  terms,  and  called  this  a 
joint  use,  where  ereryihlng  should  be  exclusively 
advantageous  to  the  British.    Yet  this  was  the  ^ef- 
fect of  a  treaty  which  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts called  upon  us  to  thank  CM  Almighty  and 
Duiel  Webster  for  having  blessed  us  with.    He 
also  tells  us  of  the  insignificance  of  this  mere  use 
of  the  portage,  which  he  considers  of  mere  mutual 
eoBvenienee.    But  how  is  it  that  the  British  are  so 
covetous  of  every  thing  worthless  that  belongs  to  us? 
If  such  thuigs  are  so  valueless,  why  are  they  at 
soeb  puns  to  attain  themi    It  is  because  they  are 
of  ineatimabie  value  in  their  far-reaching  policy. 

Mr.  B.  refened  to  the  negotiations  with  our 
eoBumssionefs,  and  General  Porter^  refusal  to  ac* 
cede  to  the  British  propositions,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  depart  from  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  1783.  He  quoted  the  correspond- 
eoee  and  negotiations  of  every  period  since 
1783,  in  whic&  any  effort  was  made  by  Great 
Britain  to  get  a  revision  of  the  boundary  line; 
and  concluded  by  showing  that  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  State  had  done  what  all  previous  Ameri- 
can statesmen,  negotiators,  and  administrations 
had,  with  true  American  hearts,  and  feelings  alive 
to  American  interests,  utterly  refused  to  do.  It 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  that  an  American  ne- 
gotiator, with  British  interests  at  heart— an  Ameri- 
can negotiator  whose  feelings  throughout  the  late 
war  were  with  the  British;  and  who,  after  the  mas- 
sacre at  the  river  Raisin,  asked  us  if  that  was  the 
entertainment  to  which  we  were  invited; — it  was 
now,  for  the  first  lime,  that  we  had  an  Ameriean 
negotiator  capable  of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  his 
country  for  British  interests^f  altering  our  bound- 
ary line  to  the  entire  aggrandizement  of  England, 
and  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
give  a  British  trading  company  an  exemption  from 
duties  in  our  own  territory,  to  which  our  citizens, 
in  competition  with  tbem,  are  subjected.  But  it 
was  all  of  a  piece  wi|h  the  favor  he  showed  the 
British  throughout  the  late  war,  and  corresponds 
with  the  part  he  took  against  his  own  country. 

Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  he  had  at  last  roused  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  importance  of  this 
question  about  the  Northwest  boundary  line.  He 
should  now  stick  to  it  until  the  whole  country  was 
roused  up  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  matter. 
The  people  of  the  united  States  ^should  see  how 
their  Secretary-negotiator  had  sacrificed  their  in- 
terests and  rights  of  their  country  to  the  same  Brit* 
ish  power  whose  advocate  he  was  in  war.  They 
shall  see  that  there  is  a  striking  conformity  be- 
tween his  negotiations  now,  and  his  speeches  du- 
ring that  war. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  as  he  had  been  re- 
qaested  to  state  to  the  Senate  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained as  to  the  general  correctness  of  the  account 
given  by  Mr.  McGillivrsy  respecting  the  North- 
western boundary,  he  could  only  say  that,  as  far 
as  Mr.  McGillivray  himself  was  concerned,  he 
was  a  man  whose  character,  reputation,  and  stand- 
iog,  rendered  his  statements,  in  his  (Mr.  W.'s) 
opinion,  worthy  of  the  fullest  credence.  Mr.  W. 
proceeded  to  state  that  Mr.  McGillivray,  who  had 
been  a  highly  respected  member  of  the  Colonial 
Qovemment  of  Canada,  had  brought  upon  him- 
self the  eeoisure  of  the  British  mioistry  by  the 
course  he  took  in  regard  to  that  boundary,  because 
it  WW  considered  more  favorable  to  this  country 
ihan^o  Great  Britain.  No  one  cotild  be  better 
able  than  that  gentleman  was  to  give  an  accurate  ac- 
eoant  of  the  sittiation  of  the  country,  for  no  man 
was  belter  acquainted  with  its  true  situation. 

Mr.  GBOA^TE  said  he  presumed  that  we  now 


had  the  whole  proof  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  able  to  adduce  in  support  of  his 
position.  And  in  what  did  it  consist?  There  was 
nothing  but  this  map  which  the  honorable  Senator 
bad  exhibited  to  them.  [Mr.  Bkntom.  There  are 
forty  others.]  But  those  we  had  not  seen.  He 
had  asked  the  honorable  Senator  to  go  back  as  far 
as  the  year  1783,  and  give  any  evidence  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  reasonable  ground  of  belief  that  his 
position  was  correct;  and  he  referred  him  to  a  maf) 
made  in  the  year  1839,  by  a  patriotic  countryman 
of  his  own,  who  knew  nothing  about  the  matter 
which  was  now  the  subject  in  dispute.  The  Sena- 
tor declared  that  there  were  forty  other  maps  which 
would  show  the  same  thing.  He  (Mr.  Choate) 
believed  he  might  safely  aver  that  every  one  of 

^  the  forty  was  equally  at  fault  in  respect  to  this 
matter. 

.  It  wss  well  known  to  every  one  that  it  was 
Mitchell's  map  which  had  been  the  main  guide 
in  the  formation  of  treaties.  He  prayed  the  atten- 
tion of.  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  of  the 
Senate  to  Mitchell's  map,  which  he  now  exhib- 
ited to  them.  Oar  own  patriotic  diplomatists  had 
said  of  Mitcheirs  map,  that,  though  in  some  re- 
spects erroneous,  it  was  upon  the  whole  the  best, 
and  we  ought  to  stick  to  iu  This  map  furnished 
additional  evidence  in  favor  of  the  southern  route. 
Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the 
southern  route  had  always  been  the  recognised 
boundary,  and  that  no  change  had  been  made  in 

^it  under  the  late  treaty;  that  it  remained  pre- 
cisely as  settled  by  Mr.  Jav's  treaty;  and  he  again 
called  upon  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  produce 
evidence  to  sustain  the  position  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  had  rejected  the 
testimony  of  his  own  countrymen,  and  had  taken 
that  of  the  British.  The  gentleman  seemed  willing 
to  rely  upon  this  British  map  in  this  case,  although 
he  would  not  permit  it  to  be  any  authority  in  the 
case  of  the  Northeastern  boundary.  If  the  gen- 
tleman was  so  fond  of  citing  British  authorities,  he 
shoula  have  the  opportooity  of  examining  the 
affidavits  of  eight  of  the  Northwest  Company. 

He  was  now  done  with  the  matter  for  the  pres- 
ent; but  he  would  yet  demonstrate  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  that  the  line  had  been  altered,  and  in-* 
gloriously  altered. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  whole  of  the  Senate  must 
be  sensible  that  this  debate  had  gone  far  enough. 
He  hoped  it  would  now  le  terminated.  He  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  motion,  which 
was  before  the  Senate,  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee;  for  he  had  been  advised, 
and  had  become  convinced,  that  such  a  motion  was 
irregular  and  unparliainentary.  He  could  not 
persist  in  the  motion,  alihough  be  still  desired  to 
attain  the  object  .he  had  in  view  in  making  it — 
nsmely,  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  to 
the  propriety  of  retaining  that  clause  which  had 
given  rise  to  so  much  debate.  If  that  object  could 
not  be  accomplished  in  any  other  way,  be  now 
gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Conunittee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  had  been  its  advo- 
cate for  five  years.  Tiie  Senator  from  Virginia 
misconceived  him,  if  he  understood  bim  as  desiring 
to  make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  provision  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  He  had  merely  suggested  to  the 
gentlemen  favorable  to  the  general  objects  of  the 
bill,  but  opposed  to  the  provision  for  granting 
lands,  that  they  might,  by  unanimous  consent,  be 
allowed  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  en- 
able them  to  take  a  direct  vote  on  that  point. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia would  see  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  could 
not  come  from  the  friends  of  the  bill.  The  Senator 
himself  might  make  it. 

Here  a  conversational  discussion  arose  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  attaining  the  object  of  taking  a  direct 
vote  on  the  land  prevision,  and  other  portions  of 
the  bill  considered  objectionable;  and  it  was  at  last 
decided  that  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  vote  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  should  be 
reconsidered;  which  was  done. 


The  bill  then  came  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole  again;  when 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  stated  that,  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  on  looking  to  the  map  which  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had,  when  up  a  few 
moments  ago,  presented  to  the  Senate  as  evidence 
of  the  boundary  line  of  1783,  he  had  found  it  was 
Mitchell's  old  map  of  1755.  When  the  Senator 
argued  from  it,  be  (Mr.  B.)  and,  be  supposed,  all 
the  Senate,  took  it  forigranted  it  was  Mitchell^ 
improved  map  of  some  date  subsequent  to  the 
treaty  of  1783.  To  his  uttar  astonishment,  he 
found  that  a  map*  printed  eightand-twenty  years 
before  the  treaty  of  peace — a  map  printed  in  1755 
—was  brought  forward  to  show  the  boundary  line 
settled  by  a  treaty  of  1783 1 

Mr.  CHOATE  said  he  had  called  for  MitcheH)^. 
map,  and  that  it  had  been  brought  to  him.    His ' 
object  inuring  it  was  to  show  the  only  water* 
course  known  at  the  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  Hunter's  island 
was  not  laid  down  in  that  map  at  all. 

Here  the  subject  of  the  map  dropped,  and  the 
discussion  on  the  motion  pendiiig  when  the  inter- 
ruption occurred  was  resumed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  now  made  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  clause  of  the  bill  about  which  there  had 
been  so  much  discussion,  graming  land  to  setUers 
in  the  Oregon. 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  bill  would  be  useless  and  valueless  without  the 
clause  holding  oat  inducements  for  persons  to  set- 
tie  that  teriitory — the  clause  giving  or  promising 
a  bonus  in  land.  He  would  vote  against  striking 
it  out.  And  if  it  was  stricken  out,  he  would  not 
vote  for  any  appropriation,  conceiving  that  it 
would  then  be  useless.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  settle  the  country;  and  no  settlement  could  be 
obtained  without  the  itriV^^^^Bt.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  ^^ail. 

Mr.  BAG  BY  said  he  would  vote  to  strike  out  the 
clause;  but,  in  thus  voting  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be 
considered  as  an  indication  of  a  change  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  late  treaty.  The  two  subjects  had 
been  connected  in  debating  this  question,  which  was 
the  reason  why  he  thought  it  proper  that  he  should 
make  this  declaration.  His  opinions  as  to  the  late 
treaty  had  undergone  no  change. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  take  excep- 
tion to  the  manner  in  which  the  vote  waa  about  to 
be  taken.  He  understood  that  a  general  consent 
had  been  given  to  a  recunsideratiOn  of  the  vote  on 
the  engrossment,  and  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  the  bill,  with  a  view  to 
afibrd  those  who  had  objections  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  besides  the  land  clause,  an  opportunity  to 
have  those  objectionable  parts  removed.  But,  as 
the  question  was  then  presented,  that  opportunity 
could  Rot  be  afforded.  If  the  land  clause  should 
be  stricken  out,  it  would  not  remove  his  ohjections 
to  the  bill.  He  had  further  objections  to  it  It  was 
his  desire  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  eon- 
form,  in  all  respects,  to  existing  treaty  stipula- 
tions. It  was  important  that  it  should.  With  a 
view  of  preserving  his  inclination  to  produce  such 
conformity,  it  was  necessary  that  the  bill  should  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  en  Foreign  Relations* 
Gentlemen  could  strike  out  the  land  provision,  or 
not,  as  it  might  please  tbem;  bttt  be  would  stand 
aloof,  if  his  inclination  to  make  the  bill  conform 
in  all  its  parts  to  the  treaty  stipulations  could  not 
be  preserved.  It  was  well  known  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  a  majority  of  those  who  had  spoken  - 
against  the  bill  to  have  it  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relatione;  therefore  the  vote 
about  to  be  taken  could  not  remove  that  desire. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  SEVIER,  WALKER,CALHOUN,  KING, 
and  BUCHANAN,  as  to  the  object  for  which  the 
general  consent  of  the  Senate  had  been  given  to 
admit  a  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  The  discai8k>n 
was  ended,  however,  by 

Mr.  CONRAD,  who  renewed  the  motion  (which 
had  been  previously  made,  but  withdrawn)  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 
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Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr,  TAPPAN  moyed  to  amend  the  motion  to 
commit,  so  as  to  make  it  a  motion  to  commit,  with 
instmctions  to  strike  oat  the  claasej^yiog  a  bounty 
in  land. 

^  Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  amend  that  amend- 
ment with  the  words  **and  snch  other  parts  as  .the 
committee  may  think  expedient.*' 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  TipPAif]  to  withdraw  the  amendment  to 
commit  with  instmctions.  It  woold  be  better  to  let 
it  go  to  the  committee  without  limitation. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion, 
and  withdrew  his  propodlion. 

'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
commit  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  33,  nays 
94,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meann.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrieo,  Calliouo,  Choate,  Coorad,  Crmfta,  Dayton,  Eraoa, 
Graham,  Huntiofton.  McDaffle,  Miller,  Porter,  RiTea,  6im- 
mooa,  Spraf  ttt,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge— 22. 

NATS— fifeaara.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Foltooi 
Henderaon,  King,  Linn,  BicRoberta,  Maognm,  Merrick.  Phelpa, 
BeTier,  Smith  of  Connecticut.  Smith  of  IndHuw.  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wallcer,  White,  WHcoz,  WiUlama,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Young— 21. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause  giving  a  bounty,  in  land,  of 
640  acres  to  each  indlyidual  settler — 

Mr.  CALEKyfXN  remarked  that  the  motion  to 
commit  the  biU  to  the  Cemmittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, with  a  yiew  to  make  its  provisions  conform 
to  treaty  stipulations,  having  failed,  he  would, 
consequently,  vote  for  striking  out  the  land  clause. 

The  qnes^on  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
land  clause;  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas'dS, 
nays  24,  as  follows: 

X  £tAS~-*Meaara> 
Berrieo,  Calhoun, 
Graham,  Huntfaii 
mor 


Archer,   Bagby,  Barroir,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Choate,  Conrad.  Crafts,   Dayton,  Brans, 

irabam,  Huntington,  McDuffie.  Miller,  Porter,  Riree,  Sim* 

lonkSprague,  Tallmadge^nd  Woodbridgej--22. 

Nays — Mesara.  Allen,  BHR),  Buchanan,  Clajrtoo,  Fulton, 

lenderaon,  King,  Lmn,  McKonerta,  " 


Henderaon,  King,  Lmn,  McRolierta,  Mangum,  Merricli^  Phelpa, 
BeTier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Young— 91. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concurred  in;  and  the  question  now  being. 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiog? 

Mr.  HUNTIlfGTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  was  understood  to  express  a 
desire  to  say  somettiing  on  the  bill  before  the  final 
Tote  was  decided,  and  desired  a  postponement  of 
the  question  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ytas  34,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measn.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
HendMBon,  Kinff,  Linn,  McRoberte,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelpa, 
Sevier.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Imiiana;  Sturgeon,  Tap. 
pan,  Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
and  Young— 24. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Bar- 
rien,  Calhoun,  Chaate,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Dayion,  Evans,  Graham, 
HuntinnDn,  McDuffie,  Miller,  Porter,  Rivea,  Simmona,Spngue, 
Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge— 22. 

Mr.  MRRRICK  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
question  would  be  taken  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill.  It  had  been  a  long  time  under  discustien, 
and  had  impeded  the  progress  of  eiher  important 
bills.  He  had  no  doubt  every  Senator^s  miod  was 
made  up  as  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Nothing 
could  be  gained-by  the  party  opposed  to  the  bill,  by 
the  delay  of  the 'question  on  its  passage,  b^ose 
there  were  but  four  members  absent,  two  of  whom 
were  known  to  be  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  if  the  bill  was  postponed 
till  Monday,  he  was  confident  the  discussion  would 
be  renewed.    He  hoped  the  question  would  be  put. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  here  waived  his  desire  to 
speak  on  the  bill  before  the  vote  on  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
on  a  count — ayes  34,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  Monday,  move  to  postpone  all  proTious  special 
orders  of  that  day,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  the 
exchequer  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that,  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Blr.  SEVIER, 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  February  3, 1843. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  petition  of  William 
McCabe,  of  Clark  county,  Illinois,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LANE  presented  the  resolutions  ot  the  State 
of  Indiana  on  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  post- 
age, the  extension  of  the  pension  laws,  the  con* 
structioa  of  a  harbor  at  Michigan  City,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  Wabash  river. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  of  Maiae  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  S.  M.  H.  Grant  and  fifty  others,  citizens 
of  Prospect,  Me.,  praying  for  an  increase  of  duties 
on  lumber  and  wood. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  the  following 

resolution: 

Re§olved,  Tbat  a  select  eommittae  be  appointed  to  Inqolre 
and  report  to  the  Houaa  whether  tbeaeTeralreeolationaot  the 
Hooae  adopted  at  tlie  laat  aaaaion  for  the  retrenchment  of  the 
expenditurea  of  the  Houae  have  bees  carried  into  effect  there; 
and  in  what  manner  the  aame  liaa  l>een  done;  and  that  they 
alao  report  whether  any  and  what  further  atepa  ahoold  be 
taken  in  relation  thereto,  fmr  the  enfarcement  of  the  ordera  ef 
the  Hooae,  or  the  curtailmeot  of  ita  expenditurea. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  asked  if  the  subject  was  not  al- 
ready in  charge  of  one  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  expressed  a  desire 
that  he  should  not  be  put  on  the  committee,  and 
that  it  should  be  composed  of  the  same  gentlemen 
who  constituted  the  retrenchment  committee  of  last 
session. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  what  number  the  com- 
mittee should  consist  of. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  five  would  be 
the  m(^  appropriate  number. 

Mr.  DEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  town  at  tl^  Cedar 
Key  in  Florida:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  GENTRY  gave  notkse  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  May  field.*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DANIEL,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of 
Dade  county,  Alabama. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions  'due  on  the  1st 
July,  1843,  and  on  th^  Ist  January,  1844:  read 
t^ice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridge;  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam.  Wei- 
ler.  [General  laughter.]  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CO  WEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  E.  Jennings,  James  Roddy,  and 
Robert  B.  Carter:  read  twice,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  of  the  MThole  House. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  and  Mr.  WARREN,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  several  adverse  reports; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  bills  575  and  57€;  and  the  same  were  re- 
fened to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  general,  civil,  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  a  view  to  the  introduction,  by  that  committee, 
of  a  new  bill:  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL  of  Maine,  f^om  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  , 


owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  of  Warehaa;  ni 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  mw 
of  the  schooner  Perdidot  read  twice,  and  nbtki 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MORROW,  from  the  Committee  oa  PeUie 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  die  sile  of 
certain  lands  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  ceded  by  lb 
Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  and  for  other  pniposo: 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  Speaker 'k  table. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pib- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  sot 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  aet  f^raatiDg  pi^ 
emotion  rights  to  certain  settlers,"  approved  Jne, 
1838.  Mr.  C.  expressed  the  hope  that  no  obieetioi 
would  he  interposed  to  the  paesage  of  this  bai,  bit 
that  it  would  be  allowed  to  lie  on  theSpeite^ 
table  for  the  early  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  moTed  that  the  bill  be  niar. 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whc^  on  the  stalB  of 
the  Union. 

This  motion  was  voted  down  by  a  laige  majcii> 
ty,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  l^eak«^ 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  ComaitiM 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  fiite 
consideration  of  the  bill  No.  334,  and  theaane  vu 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker's  uble. 

MAYOR  OF  ALEXANDRU. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  Senate  bQl 
''to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,** 
providing  for  the  election  of  the  Mayor  of  Alex- 
andria by  the  people.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
passed  without  delay,  and  for  that  purpose  ttoved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  this  was  an  ia- 
portant  bill,  and  therefore  should  be  refened  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  alateof  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  gtatli« 
man  froni  Kentucky  insisted  on  his  motion  fa  ibi 
previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  did. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  the  bill  eoold  not  be 
debated.  , 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  naduf  ot 
the  bill,  and  it  was  read  accordingly.  Ha  Una 
inquired  what  were  the  present  qualiicationi  re- 
quired of  Toters  in  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  all  houfekeepeR 
might  vote  at  present  for  members  of  the  CoBBoa 
Coimcil. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Then  the  biU  sHll 
confines  the  right  of  sufiTrage  to  freehold^  only. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  bUl  be  laid  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion.  They  were  taken,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  51,  nays  137. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
Uble. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  second  to  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  whidi  was  car- 
ried,, and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  main  question,  bf  ing  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  was  also  carried;  and  the  bill  was  read  die 
third  time  and  passed. 

Reports  from  committees  being  the  next  bwiBoei 
in  order- 
Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL.  from  the  CommiiiM 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  abolish  paMk 
executions  in  capital  cases;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  Committas  oa 
Indian  Aflfairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  esee 
of  Margaret  C.  Murray;  which  was  laid  oa  the 
table.  

Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER,  from  the  Commitlee  oa 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back,  with  an  amead- 
ment,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
William  De  Peysterand  H.  M.  Cook. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  from  the  Comm^seot 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  refief  of 
Seth  Sweeizer;  whiea  was  twice  read,  and  refemd. 

Mr.  RODNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Bavo- 
Intionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of 
Hannah  Jenkins,  widow  of  Jamfls  Jenkinas  iMi 
was  twice  read,  and  referred. 
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Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  che  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  allowiog  a  peDsion  to  John  Taylor, 
and  a  bill  allowing  a  pension  to  Nancy  Williams; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  TALLAFRREO  sabmiited  the  foHowing  res* 

olation,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

JZcMlvedL  That  (he  Commiuee  on  Naval  Afiairi  beiostructed 
M>  Inquire  mto  the  propriety  and  justice  of  allowing  penniooa 
to  the  widows  orttHMe-ofliceiv  of  ibe  navj  who  pertehed  in  the 
Uoited  flcaUM  ship  Hornet,  wbUe  oo  a  croiae  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Bir.  OALYART  MORRIS,  from  the  Commiu 
tee  on  loTalid  Pensipns,  reported  Sack,  wiihoat 
amendment,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of  Waiebam  Kingsley. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
RevolDtionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Patrick  Masterson;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
referred. 

.  Messrs.  READ  and  GORDON,  from  the 
CommiUee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  adverse  re- 
ports on  certain  cases  th^t  had  bsen  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  McKBVNAN,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals  was  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certatn  cit- 
izens of  Richmond,  Yirginia,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  James  river. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MILITIA. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committer  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  biU  to  refund  the 
balance  doe  to  the  Siate  of  Massacbnsetrs  'or  dis- 
boneVMnts  during  the  Ute  war  with  Great  Britain: 
rend  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriationtf  for  tiie  improvement  of  certain  faar- 
bon;  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee ok  Steamboat  Navigation,  reported  an  amend- 
atory bill  on  the  sabject  of  safety-valves,  dkc.;  which 
was  Iviee  iead«  refejred  to  the  Commiuee  of  the 
fThoIe  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

llr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  on  private  bills,  and  suggested  that  bills 
about  which  ^re  is  no  dispute  should  be  first 
acted  on. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  if  the  mornicg  hour  was 
passed;  and,  being  answered  in  the  negative,  call- 
ed for  the  consideration  of  his  resolution  on  the  sub* 
jeet  of  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

The  resolution  was  then  taken  up  and  read  as 
fellows: 


,  That  all  debate  in  the  ComiDiitee  of  the  Whole 
Honae  on  the  Mate  of  the  Union,  on  Heuae  bill  Ko.  67,  entitled 
"A  bill  to  proride  for  the  aatlahietlon  of  claims  due  to  ceruin 
Ameiiean  ciilserw,  for apottaUoha  committed  on  their  commerce 
prk«  10  31ac  July,  1801,"  shall  ceaaeon  Tueaday  next,  at2 
o'clock,  and ihe  comiDictee  ahall  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
raenta  then  pending,  or  that  may  beofTered  to  said  bill,  and  then 
feport  the  bill  to  the  Houae,  with  auch  amendmenta  aa  may 
have  baen  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  ATUERTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  qnef  tion, 
resulted  in  yeas  97,  nays  93. 

So  the  reeohition  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Florida,  [Mr.  Lsvt,]  who  had  the  Hoor  this  morn* 
iDf  on  the  special  order,  (being  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  mhabitants  of  West  Florida,)  to  allow  the  pen- 
sion Mil  to  be  taken  up.  The  pensions  were  to  be 
paid  on  the  4th  of  March;  and  the  money  where- 
with  the  payments  had  to  be  made  must  be 
despatched  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  which 
would  oeenpy  some  time.  He,  therefore,  hoped  it 
wetrid  BOW  t>e  taken  op;  and,  as  it  would  consume 
btM  a  short  time,  the  Delegate  from  Florida  could 
itflerwuda  addrese  the  House  on  the  special  or- 
dn* 

Mr.  LEVY  yielded  to  what  he  understood  to  be 
the  visli  of  ite  House;  bat»  at  the  same,  time,  he 


avked  the  House  to  take  up  the  unfinished  Territo- 
rial business  to.day,  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved,  ih'^n,  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
iVom  New  York,  and  to  the  Honse,  to  allow  the 
calendar  of  private  bills  to  be  taken  up,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  the  undisputed  claims.  This  would  occupy 
but  about  thirty  minutes;  whereas  he  feared  the 
pension  bill  would  consume  the  day.  He  moved 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  undtB- 
puted  claims. 

Mr.  LEYYsuggested  that  nndispnted  Territorial 
business  should  be  included. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  Mr.  Iavt^ 
amendment;  and  Mr.  BoaanMAii  took  the  chair. 

The  titles  of  the  bills  on  the  calendar  were  then 
read  in  their  order;  but  the  great  majority  were  ob- 
jected to,  and,  consequently,  were  laid  aside.  Sev- 
eral were  laid  aside  to  be  report  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam.  Weller  was  ta- 
ken np,  and  the  report  read. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAYB 
JOHNSON,  TOMLINSON,  CO WEN;  and  PAR- 
MENTER,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  under  objec- 
tion. (The  objection  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn.) 

Thcbill  forihe  relief  of  William  De  Buys  was 
taken  up,  and  the  report  read.  After  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Michigan  militia  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Robert  E.  Jennings,  James  Roddy,  and  R.  B. 
Carter,  was  objecied  to  by  Mr.  MERIWETH- 
EIU-*together  with  several  other  bills  reported  for 
the  first  time  this  morning* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Haimah  Jenkins,  were  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Taylor  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  MERIWETHER. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  Florida  militia  called  into  the 
service  in  1830  and  1840,  was  uken  up,  and  an 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  STANLY,  authorizing 
the  accounts  to  be  settled  under  a  specified  super- 
intendence; which  was  addpted.  The  bill  was  tben 
laid  aside  to*be  reported. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  law  li- 
brary for  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
was  objected  to. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  was  informally  passed  over, 
at  the  sDggestion  of  Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

Also,  the  bill  granting  to  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin a  certain  tract  of  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town  of  Fair  Play,  in  bM  Territory. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads 
and  rivers  in  Wisconsin,  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
SPRIGG. 

After  considering  several  bills  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  them 
to  the  House 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  disdiarge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  conaideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Carey,  a  colored 
servant  of  General  Washington.  Mi?  B.  said  that 
this  old  man  was  112  years  old,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  that  he  bad  served  General  Washington,  both 
at  Braddock's  defeat,  and  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected, «n  the  ground  that 
this  bill  could  be  considered  at  the  same  time  with 
the  rest;  but  withdrew  his  pbjedion. 

Mi.  MERIWETHER  ot^eeted;  and 


Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
which  was  agreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  repon.  As  the  House  was  about  pensloninr 
the  poor  of  the  Disuictof  Columbia,  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  reasons  for  it. 
.  The  report  wae  accordingly  read;  and  then  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  A.  C  DODGE  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee'of  the  Whole  fh)m  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
roads,  and  for  the  survey  of  a  canal  route  in  the 
Teritory  of  lowa^this  bill  was  passed  over  yester- 
day, in  consequence  o^  the  want  of  a  qoomm;]  this 
motion  was  carried. 

PENSION  BILL. 

On'motionof  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
sol  ved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Saumdbbs,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
of  Jthe  United  States,  for  the  half  calendar  year  be- 
ginning on  the  1st  January,  aiul  ending  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1843;  and  fcr  the  fiscal  year  beginning  on 
the  Isl  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30ih  June, 
1844. 

No  amendment  having  been  offered  to  this  bill, 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  it  to  the  House. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  di&ch&rge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Wat- 
son of  Georgia.  This  bill  (he  said)  had  been  sus- 
pended for  three  years  by  the  objections  of  a  single 
member;  [Mr.  Giddinos;]  and  he  hoped  the  genUe* 
man  from  Mftssachusetis,  [Mr.  Baieos,]  who  had 
just  succeeded  in  getting  a  bill  through  for  a  color- 
ed pauper  of  the  District,  would  give  him  hi^  aa* 
sistance. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  object^,  that  the  bill  contained 
an  appropriation,  and  had  not  been  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whol''. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  the  bill  jnst 
passed  made  an  appropriation,  and  yet  it  had  not 
been  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
was  strange  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  shovkl 
have  so  much  sympathy  for  a  negro,  and  refuse 
to  do  justice  to  a  white  man. 

The  SPEAl&ERsaid  that,  objection  being  made, 
the  motion  could  not  be  received  wiihoiH  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Meriwether  accordingly  BH>ved  « 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port and  bill;  and  they  were  read. 

Mr.  G.  then  callad  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion;  but  they  were  not  ordered;  and, 

On  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COWEN  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
with  the  private  bills  on  the  calendar,  several  of 
which  were  on  their  engrossment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  private  calen<lar 
would  now  be  taken  np. 

The  followhdg  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  D.Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Diion. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirvin^. 

A  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin. 

A  b|ll  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Jenkins,  widow 
of  James  Jenkins,  deceased. 
•  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetxer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativea 
of  John  Peters,  deotased. 

A  bill  to  confirm  Eliaa  Burriss,  her  heirs  and  as- 
signs, in  her  title  to  a  tract  of  land. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John.  McGioni<s,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  late  war. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  O.  Tayloe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Buys. 

A  bill  to  allow  a  pension  to  Nanay  Wiliiaaa. 
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A  bfllfnuitiDg  a  certain  met  of  land  to  tbe 
Iteitory  of  Wieoonsin,  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 

AJmII  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Bfasterften, 

A  ^Ito  the  jreUef  of  certain  comnaniet  of  the 
Michigan  millSa. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  SekSen,  Treasartr 
of  Ibe  Unitei)  fi^es. 

Mr.  M'  l>AyI6  submitted  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  bj  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Ogle  Tayloe  was  adopted.  The  motion 
was  enteied* 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  ARNOLD, 

The  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRESEOTATIVKa 

SATuaDAT,  Febroary  4, 1843. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  pnaented  Uw 
peii^a  of  Aaron  Blinn  and"  others,  of  Colombia 
eoanty,  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  pen* 
sioB  a^  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  of  rcToln- 
tionary  officm  and  soldiers. 

Mr.  NSWHARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
194  eiu'zens  of  SchnylkiU  eonnty.  State  of  P«nn 
»ylTania,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  author- 
iitng  the  issue  of  |300,000,OO0»  to  be  based  upon 
the  public  lands,  and  distributed  among  the  States 
and  Territories. 

Mr.  G  WIN  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Adams  county,  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  -se- 
lection  of  Natchez  as  the  site  for  a  naval  armory 
and  dry-Hock.  He  observe  that,,  as  there  was 
now  a  bill  in  the  Committee  o(  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  having  inference  to  this  subject, 
he  moved  a  similar  reference  of  the  memorial, 
and  that  it  be  printed.  As  be  believed  that  Natchez 
was  the  best  dte  that  had  been  suggested  to  the 
consideration  of  tbe  House  for  the  location  of  the 
armory?  and  dry-dock,  be  wished,  when  the  bill 
came  up  to  be  acted  on,  that  the  claims  of  that 
place,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  might  be  fully 
befbre  the  House, 

Mr.  KBIM  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  8. 
HIennedy  and  31  others,  praying  Congress  to 
liquidate  the  debt  of  Amos  Kendall,  incurred  in  the 
ditchaneof  hisofllciarduties:  referred. 

Mr.  wM.  0.  GOODS  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  citisens  of  Virginia,  praying  mi  in- 
crease of  salary  for  the  judge  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict in  that  State. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  the  surviving  childien  of 
Wini(i«d  Tomlinson,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Abram  Heen,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frances  Crafton,  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  MOORS  ptesented  the  following  petitions, 
viz: 

Of  Paul  Le  Clerc  and  109  others,  inhabitants  of 
the  parishes  of  Terrebonne,  St  Mary,  and  As- 
sumption, praying  for  a  post  route  from  Houma  to 
Dutch  Settlement,  Louisiana. 

Of  George  8.  Walmsley  and  14  others,  and 
Henr J  O.  McBvery  and  33  others,  praying  for  a 

Ctt  roate  direct  from  Natchitodies  to  Monroe, 
nisiana. 

Mr.  HENRY  submitted  a  resolation  to  dischaige 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  fh>m  bill  No.  995,  be- 
Ihg  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  oin- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  known  as  the 
**lndian  ^ters;"  and  that  it  be  made  the  special 
order  for  Wedneaday  next. 

Tbe  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  use  of  iSb» 
hall  was  gTMited  to  Benjamin  B.  Bowen,  for  the 
delivery  of  a  lecture,  on  Monday  eyening  next,  on 
the  tdncatioa  of  the  blind. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the 
House  amended  a  bill  entitled  <*An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  for  the  paynaent  of  Fk>rida  militia  called 
teto  service  in  the  years  1839  and  1840,'*  approved 
August  93,  .184%  and,  as  amended,  it  was  read  a 
iMrd  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PBARCB  called  up  the  question  on  print- 
ing the  majority  and  minority  reports  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  on  the  reAmding  of  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall,  at 
Hew  Orleans;  and  on  that  he  moved  ^  previous 


Mr.  PENDLETON  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  reports. 

A  oonversatiOB  ensued,  whieh  resulted  in  the 
subject  being  passed  over,  to  avoid  the  eensump- 
tioB  of  the  time  of  the  House  with  it  to-day;  the 
previous  QueMion  being  left  pending. 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
No.  651,  enUtled  <*A  bill  regulating  the  taking  of 
testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for 
other  purposes."    [Cries  of  ^'No,  no,  no.**] 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  House  to  (ake  up 
the  appropriation  bills.  There  were  only  twenty- 
four  working  days  of  the  session  left,  and  yet  the 
appropriation  bills  were  kept  back;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  agree  to  take  them  up,  that  they 
might  be  disposed  ^,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LEVY  was  understood  to  appeal  te  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  allow  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  inhabitants  of  West  Florida  to  be  taken 
up.  It  had  been  the  special  order  for  several  days, 
but,  for  ihe  promotion  of  odier  important  business, 
he  had  allowed  it  to  be  passed  over;  but  he  hoped 
the  House  would  now  allow  it  to  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied  that  a  greater  aumber 
of  days  had  already  been  givpn  to  the  Territorial 
busiaess  than  it  was  usual  to  give  even  at  the  long 
sessions;  and  aa  all  the  appropriation  bills  had 
been  kept  back,  he  could  not  allow  them  to  remain 
longer  on  the  table,  by  waiving  his  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  v(  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  that  ihe  committee  take  up  the  bill  to 
reduce  tbe  number  of  officers  in  the  New  York 
custom-house. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
go  into  committee  carried  in  the  affirmative.  (Mr. 
Aludw  of  MainO  took  tbe  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  (laughter) — he  meant  to  say  tellers— on  the 
motion. 

They  were  not  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  car- 
ried withoiK  a  division. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 

The  House  bill  No.  659,  entitled  "A  bUI  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  half 
calendar  year,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  January  and 
endiog  on  the  30<h  of  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1844,**  was  then 
read  through. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  with  a  view  to  tale  up  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  aumber  of  officers  in  tbe  New  York  custi)m- 
house,  or  some  other  bill.  Tbe  present  bill  in- 
volved several  millions  of  dollars,  ai^  gentlemen 
were  not  yei  prepared  with  the  necessary  informa- 
tion to  enable  them  to  vote  and  act  undeiatandingly 
upon  it.  As  the  bill  now  before  the  committee 
would  be  soon  acted  upon,  when  members  were 
prepared  for  it,  (and  it  would  not  be  delayed  be- 
yond Wednesday  next,)  he  moved  that  it  be  laid 
OB  (he  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  saM  the  motion  was  not  in  or- 
der. There  was  no  such  thing  as  laying  a  bill  on 
the  table  in  committee. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER.  Thea  I  move  to  post- 
pone tbe  hill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  asked  for  tellers,  who  were  or- 
dered, and  reported— ayes  49,  noes  58;  no  quorum. 

The  vote  was  again  taken  and  resulted — ayes 
48,  noes  85;  so  tbe  House  refused  to  postpone  the 
navy  bill. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  rose  and  offered  tbe 
following  am^dment: 

Add  to  the  fixst  secUeD  tliifl  prorlfo: 

Protidtdt  Tbat«  nntil  othanriM  dirtcted  by  law,  no  pwt  of 
the  present,  or  aojfaiiireapivopriaUooefot  tlie  pay  eC  com* 
mieiiooed,  wanant,  and  pet^  offlcen,  induding  the  engi> 
neer  coitw,  ehaU  be  paid  to  the  lame,  except  upon  a  reduction 
of  the  pteaent  pay  at  and  after  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  but  a  few  remarks  to  make 

upon  this  amendment.    It  might  be  asked  wbv  he 

propoaed^to  mdacp  thepqr  af  wwy  nffimmjana  let 


that  W  all  other  oiBcers  of  the.  GovanaMBlflaBd 
9i  at  present.  He  would  answer,  that  the  pay  of 
the  navy  officers  was  increased  in  1835,  mn  ihit 
of  nane  others.  Their  pay  was  then  iacfaaMd 
with  the  view  of  meeting  the  increased  pnoa  of 
provisions  and  of  labor  in  every  deparunent  of 
life.  Now,  he  believed  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
evils  under  which  our  navy  was  suffering,  resulted 
from  the  high  salaries  paid  to  Its  officers.  It  was 
compoeM  of  the  most  disorderly  corps  he  kaew  of 
in  any  existing  Government.  Indeed,  it  seemed  ne* 
cessary  to  keep  a  court-martial  sitting  nearly  tbe 
entire  year  for  their  trial  for  offences. 

Here  Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  quesdon  of 
order.  He  contended  that  the  amendment  was  not 
In  order  at  this  time.  This  ^H  proposed  to  pay 
nnmey  due,  according  to  a  pre-existii^  Jaw.  If  it 
were  merely  a  bill  making  contingelrt  anpro^tria- 
tions,  it  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  limit  and 
prescribe  tbe  amount,  and  manner  of  making  die 
appropriation.  The  amendment  in  reality  diiAged 
existing  law;,  and  he  submitted  whether  It  was  ia 
order. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  he  had  anticipated 
this  objection.  Whatever  any  one  talked  of  reda- 
eing  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  they 
were  met  with  a  question  of  order.  So  it  was  last 
session,  when  the  House  limited  the  number  of 
officers.  Certainly,  if  the  House  could  limit  die 
number  of  officers,  it  might  also  limit  their  pay. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  ia 
order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  PILL- 
MORE,  CAVE  JOHNSC»i,  TILUNGHASrr. 
WISE,  HOLMES,  REYNOLDS,  and  CBARLBS 
BROWN. 

The  committee  sustained  the  decMon  of  d» 
Chair— 70  in  the  affirmative,  and  €S  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  advoenled  bis 
amendment,  and  said  there  was  no  depnrnnent  of 
this  Government  in  which  a  compensation  like 
that  which  he  proposed  to  reduce  was  given  for  a 
similar  grade  of  talent  in  the  service  of  te  Uni- 
ted States.  He  traced  tbe  increased  pay  now  gives 
to  the  year  1835;  and  said  that,  by  a  oocnmeat  in 
his  possession,  he  could  &how  that  it  was  dien  in- 
creased, in  some  instances,  75  ar  100  .per  cent,  over 
what  it  was  before  that  year :  whereas  be  now  pro- 
posed a  reduction  of  otAy  30  per  cent.  He  read  a 
tabular  stttement,  showing  the  difference  of  die 
pay  of  officers  of  various  grades  at  the  two  peri- 
ods mentioned.  He  also  pointed  out  an  inonassof 
the  number  of  guns  afloat,- and  the  cost  of  pay  ftr 
each;  and  contended  that  die  cost  of  tlw  navy  was 
more  now  than  it  was  duriag  the  war  with  Gfeat 
Britain.  He  advocated  a  reduation  of  tMa  branch 
of  tbe  public  service  at  some  length. 

Mr.  WISE  replied.  He  admitted  that  the  pay 
proper  of  officers  in  the  naval  service  was  now  ap- 
parently greater  than  it  was  at  the  period  of  which 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Gheorgia  had  spoken;  bat  then 
were  then  rations,  and  pUier  thin^ — ^which  by  die 
sailors  were  termed,  in  their  expressive  phrascokH 
gy,  •'wee  things  aboot  tbe  deck^'-^whiiah  BMlMWIy 
diminished  that  difference,  and  left  the  pay  bat  lit- 
tle less  than  is  now  given. 

Mr.  W.  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  BMuaer 
in  which  the  pay  of  the  navy  was  inereaaed  ia 
1835.  developing  die  principles  on  which  ikm  Can- 
gress  t)f  that  year^the  best  in  which  he  had  ever 
served — and  the  controlling  reasons  which  Indaeed 
socb  an  increase  of  pay.  He  said  that  Coagtess 
then  deternuned  to  put  the  corps  of  oAccn  on  tbe 
best  footing*  and  to  get  the  best  men  in  the  coanoyi 
by  making  the  pay  adequate  to  their  ssrvicen  tbat 
CJongress  acted  on  a  principle  which,  he  thsughii 
ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of;  tet  it  was  tmf  to 
build  ships — easy  to  fit  out  a  whole  fleet  hi  a  veqr 
riiort  time;  but  it  required  years  to  make  a  gaod 
officer.  Mr.  W.  thought  if  tbe  gantkaMOi  wMed 
retrenchment,  he  had  better  move  to  strika  aatlhe 
appropriation  for  increasing  the  mafffrish  on  hand 
for  building  ships.  In  that,  the  gentleman  woaU 
not  strike  a  blow  at  the  serviea*  Ha  Wim  ng- 
giited  to  tha  fsatkman,  ittstesd^  maatef  •  im- 
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zoital  reduetion  of  sularies,  to  move  a  more  equal 
disiribiition  ot  pay-^-giving  th«  UtUc  midsbipmen 
feaii  and  tke  passed  midthipmen  and  warrant  o£S- 
ears  more.  A  borjzontal  redwction  of  20  per  cent. 
woaM  mtike  the  pay  lower 'ih&D  it  was  in  1835, 
when  all  admitted  that  the  pay  was  too  low; 
aad  when,  after  a  fnll  inirestigation,  it  was  in- 
ereased. 

He  then  went  into  an  argument  against  tbe  re- 
daction of  the  nayy — answering  the  objeetlcms 
argedngainst  its  present  strength,  on  the  ground  of 
the  prospect  of  permanent  peace;  and  aU«giag  ihe 
exmt  of  our  commerce  on  etery  sea,  as  a  reason 
for  the  keeping  up  of  oar  naval  force.  He  ex- 
l^aiaed  the  case  of  Commodore  Jones,  and  the 
CAptore  of  Monterey;  and  argued  Ihat,  in  case  of 
aay  resistance  by  the  British  fleet,  Commodore 
Jones  would  bate  been  overpowered,  and  the 
American  fl'^g  struck.  He  adverted  to  the  state  of 
our  trade  io  various  parts  of  the  world  as  being  in 
4  deeboiog  etate,  whilst  the  Bnglish  trade  was  in- 
ereasiag;  and  ^\\  owing  to  tbe  supf rior  fleet  of  the 
British. 

Mr.  MeSEON  oflTered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  this  approprij 
atiott  shall  be  applied  to  tbe  pay  of  officers,  or  to 
the  equipping  of  vessels,  to  br  employed  on  the 
coast  cf  Africa,  under  the  late  treaty  with  England. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  PROPPIT  then  got  the  floor,  and  addressed 
tbe  House  for  a  few  moments;  when 

Mr.  McEBON  interrupted  him;  and,  not  under- 
standing that  his  amendment  bad  been  decided  to 
be  out  of  order,  wished  to  take  an  appeal. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  too  late  io  appeal; 
and,  after  some  conversation  between  Me^^srs.  Mc- 
KEON,  PROFFIT,  and  the  CHAIR, 

Mr.PBOFrlT  proceeded  with  bis  remarks  in 
q>p09ition  to  the  amendment,  and  gave  a  statement 
of  the  high  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  superior  of- 
floen  of  tbe  British  navy  as  an  argument  why  the 
paf  of  tbrofllcers  of  our  navy  should  not  be  re 
doced. 

He  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  rise,  after  speaking 
some  minutes;  and  tbe  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported profress  accordingly. 

Mr.  GHLMER  and  Mr.  I.  D.  JONES  made 
motioDs  of  reconsideration  of  votes  passing  two 
several  Mils  yesterday;  which  were  entered. 

Several  Executive  communications  were  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  referred.  They  were 
the  faHowiog: 

¥»m  the  War  Department,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
otMion  submiued  by  Mf .  J.  P.  KBMNtDT,  call- 
ing for  tbe  number  of  officers  in  the  Baltimore 
eosiom-boase^  ^ ;  another,  autbori^ng  a  report 
from  the  oflScer  ia  charge  of  tbe  Ordnance  Bureau, 
showing  the  expenses  of  the  national  armories  for 
the  year  1843;  another,  with  estimates  of  tbe 
appropriations  for  the  War  Department  for  the 
jear  1843,  and  the  balance  of  appropiiatiooa;. 
aaotber,  showing  the  names  of  clerks  in  that  de- 
partment; anott^rj  exhibiting  the  ponlingencies  of 
that  department.  There  was  also  one  from  the 
Post  Office  Department,  with  estimates  for  the 
matt  service  for  tbe  year  1843. 

Tbe  following  Senate  bills  were  read  twice  and 
referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Russell. 

A  but  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  sdiooner  Twig. 

Mr.  STANLY,  pursuant  to  notice,  introduced 
a  bilt  to  amend  **An  act  entitled  an  act  making  ap- 
pfoptiatfoas  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
in  north  Carolina;*^  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut,  from  ihe 
Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Sands;  which  was  read  twice,  bnd 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  B.  O.  Tayloe  was  modified,. amended, 
ttddpiwed.    The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

-J^DAT,  Febrnary  6,  1843. 
.'Ae^KttfDBNT  ^oitm,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  eoBmuiucation  from  the  War  Department, 


transmitting,  in  compliance  with  Ihe  30th  section 
of  the  act  of  August,  1849,  a  statement  and  re- 
port  of  the  expenditares  of  that  department  for  tbe 
calendar  year  of  1842;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
EVANd,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting,  in. com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  copies  of  the  contract  made  with  John 
Grant  for  dredging  the  channel  of  the  Choctaw 
pass,  and  other  information  concerning  the  subject; 
which,  ou  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  having  charge 
of  the  claim  of  this  individual. 

Mr,  CLAYTON  and  Mr.  BUCHANAN  pre- 
seated  two  memorials  from  Citizens  of  Peansyiva* 
nia,  a&kiag  Congr(;«e  to  create  |dOO,000,000  of 
stock,  to  be  based  on  the  proceeds  from  the  public 
'  domain,  to  be  distributed  among  the  set eral  States 
atid  Territories  in  a  representative  ratio:, referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  M.  Jones, 
the  widow  of  the  late-  Samuel  Jones,  a  revoiution- 
a>y  soldier,  praying  that  tbe  pension  receivicd  by 
her  under  the  pension  law  of  July  7,  1838,  may  be 
revived  to  her:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr  SMITH  i>f  Indiana  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  ur|*iog 
upon  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  use  their  influence  (o  procure  tbe  passage 
of  a  law  granting  to  that  State  all  the  ni^^old  lands 
in  the  Yincennes  land  district,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  Waba«h  and  Erie  Canal:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  ^of  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  Coneress  wiihouV.  delay  to  repeal 
the  bankrupt  law:  ordered  to  lie  on  triable. 

Meronrinis  were  presented  by  Messrs.  BU- 
CHANAN and  STURQEON  from  citizens  cf  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  Mr. 
Kendall  may  be  relieved  from  the  restraint  on  his 
personal  liberty,  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  of 
damages  for  |l  1,000,  rendered  agansl  him,  in  fa- 
vor of  Stockton  &  Stokes,  by  the  District  court 
of  the  District  of  Colombia,  for  conduct  in  dis- 
charge of  his  official  doty:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Western  rivers:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  two  memorials  (which, 
by  some  strange  accident,  he  said,  bad  been  mis- 
laid for  a  day  or  two)  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia:  one  asking  for  a  recon- 
struction of  the  pier  at  or  «ear  Port  Penn  and 
Reedy  i.>land  in  Delaware  river;  and  one  ia  favor 
of  continuing  the  coast  survey;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  certain  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Perry,  Cape  (Sirar- 
dean,  and  Madison,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Chester,  in  Illinois,  to  Farm- 
ington,  in  Missouri:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  t^ost  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  L.  alsapresenteda  petition  from  Richard  Phil* 
ips,  of  New  Madrid  county,  Missouri,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  survey  of  two 
tracts  of  land  in  tbe  said  county,  and  that  the 
patent  for  said  land  may  be  issued  in  his  name :  re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATARD,  the  papers  of 
Thomas  Ragsdale  were  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  tbe  Senate,  ahd  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Ai- 
kin  Smith,  R.  Kimkall,  and  195  others,  citizens  of 
Lewis  county,  I*}\bw  York,  praying  that  in  all  fu- 
ture treaties  between  the  United  Slates  and  foreign 
poweri^,  an  article  may  be  inserted,  whenever  inter- 
national differences  shall  arise  between  such  na- 
tions, that  they  shall  be  left  io  arbitrators:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Norwich,  Conneetieot,  praying  for 


a  reduction  of  postage  on  letters,  and  the.abblishment 
of  the  franking  privilege:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial,  signed  b7 
citizens  of  Jeffei^son  county,  Ohio,  Brooke  county, 
Virginia,  and  Washington  coiinty,  Pennsylvania, 
prarying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Steuben vtll^,  Ohio: 
ri^ferred  to  the  Commit  ee  on  tbe  Post  Office  ibd 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Howell,  Robert  McNeely,  and  Wm.  Potts,  of  New 
Jersey,  praying  to  be  reKeved  from  tbe  payment  of 
a  certain  judgment,  as  sureties  of  Joseph  J.  Wilson, 
late  postmaster  at  Trenton:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  firrURGEON  pres^'uted  a  menftorial  from 
eitizeiist>f  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive:  ordered  to  1  e  on  the 
Uble. 

Also, presented  a  memorial  from  Jonah  W.  Kirk, 
the  inventor  of  a  useful  improvement,  (being  a 
guard  to  protect  steamboats  navigating  iheW«siem 
waters  from  snags, sawyers,  &c.,)  prayirig  ihat  Con- 
gress may  purchase  bis  right  of  patent,  so  as  to 
make  the  invention  free  for  public  use;  or,  that 
they  make  an  appropriation  to  te^  its  usefnlness: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  Jacob 
Wagoner,  ot^nioo  county,  Illinois,  prnying  permis- 
sion to  make  a  change  in  the  entry  of  a  tract  of 
land  which  was  made  through  mistake :  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  memorisl  from  citi- 
zens of  Harrison  county,  Missisaippi,  praying  for 
a  donation  of  a  section  of  land  for  the  purposes  of 
a  manual-labor  school:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mf.  W.  also  presented  additioiial  testimony  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  G.  A.  Worth;  which  was 
reared  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CHOATB  rose,  and  said  he  presumed  this 
was  as  proper  a  moment  as  any  other  to  say  a  word 
(though  he  did  so  with  great  reluctance)  concern- 
ing a  matter  of  personal  insult  towards  bimself. 
His  attention  had  been  called  by  a  friend,  on  Satur- 
day last,  to  an  editorial  paragraph  which  repre- 
sented him  as  having,  in  the  debate  upon  the  Ore- 
gon bill»  introduced  into  the  Senate  and  eihibited 
MitchHPs  map,  representing  it  as  havmg  traced 
upon  it  the  treaty  line  of  1842,  and  that,  the  map 
being  found  defective  In  this  particalar,  tbe  Sen- 
ate immediately  marked  its  disapprobation  of  the 
intention  to  deceive.    He  confessed  he  was  some- 
what sensitive  as  to  this  matter;  and  he  took,  there- 
foie,  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  Ihe  most  public, 
as  well  as  the  most  dignified  manner,  to  contradict 
the  statement.    It  was  not  a  mere  caticaiure,  to 
which  they  were  all  exposed  daily,  but  a  del  liberate 
insult.    The  facts  were  these:  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  ^endeavored  to  strengthen  his  argu- 
ments by  ieferen)ce  to  certain  maps;  and  he  (Mr. 
C.)  had  briefly  commented  upon  these  maps,  and 
had  also  referred  to  MilchelPs  niap,  which  he  had 
stated  was  known  to  everybody;  and  that  it  bad 
been  under  the  eye  of  the  commissioners  who  ne- 
gotiated the  question  of  the  Northwest  boundary; 
and  that,  altboogb  it  was  acknowledged  to  have 
some  errors,  yet  that  it  was  considered  by  our  ear- 
ly diplomatists  a*  the  best  guide^  and  was  adhered 
to  in  almost  all  cases.    He  had,  therefore,  proceed- 
ed to  open,  and  to  comment  upon  that  old  map, 
pointing  out  what  there  was  in  it  which  he  thought 
strengthened  his  argument,  and  his  general  sug- 
gestion upon  the  examination  of  the  water  com- 
munication as  laid  down  therein  was,  that  that 
route  for  which^he  had  been  contending  was  the  only 
continuous  line  of  water  communication;  that  the 
line  as  dermeated  upon  tbe   map  bore  so  strong 
a  reseinblance  to  that  specified  in  the  treaty  of  1783; 
and  that  it  afi'orded  to  his  mind  some  ccuntenance 
to  the  position  for  vhich  he  had  contended.    He 
had  not  said  that  the  actual  boundary  was  laid 
down  in  the  map.    There  was,  in^fact,  no  North- 
WQSt  boundary  line   delineated  tipon  it|  ahd  he 
would  have" supposed  that  the  folly,  the  insanity  of 
pointing  out  to  the  Senate  a  line  which  dfd  not  ex*  . 
ist  upon  the  map,  womld  have    uggested  itself  to 
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even  an  anfricndly  editor.  Had  there  been  a  plain 
Iwundaiy  fine  drawn  apon  the  map,  it  would  not 
have  made  oot  the  point  be  was  contending  for; 
lor  it  was  the  water  commnnieation  which  formed 
the  sobjeet  of  his  remarks.  And  there  was.  no 
ti 'Ubt  whatever  on  bis  mind,  that  the  water 
conmnnioation  delineated  on  the  map  was  the 
yame  as  that  de^ibed  in  the  treaty. 

There  was  a  still  more  erroneous  and  insulting 
statement  made  in  latter  part  of  the  para^ph— 
namely,  thai  he  (Mr.  C  )  bad  withheld  or  suppress- 
ed the  fact  that  the  map  appeared  to  be  dated  prior 
10  1783;  and  that  when  the  true  date  was  reTwed» 
it  was  received  not  only  as  a  pertect  answer  to  his 
nrgameot,  hot  with  an  expression  of  dieapproba- 
non  at  his  audacity^  That  be,  by  anything  he 
bad  said  or  argued,  endeavoied  to  instnuate 
that  the  map  was  of  a  date  subsequent  to  1783, 
was  totally  and  entir^  destitute  of  a  shadow  of  a 
»faade  of  foundation.  He  had  characterized  the 
map  as  Mitchell^  old  map;  the  date  was  not  in  hie 
mind  ai  the  time;  but  he  bad  produced  it .  as  the 
original  map  which  was  before  the  ^e  qf  the  com- 
mi^oners  in  1783.  The  truth  was,  the  date  was 
Aot  at  all  necessary  to  his  argnment.  And  when  it 
was  annoaneed  that  the  map  was  made  before 
1783,  if  any  one  (as  represented  in  the  paragraph 
he  had  referred  to)  came  near  bnrstiog  with  deris- 
ion, he  could  only  say  that  it  was  a  total  misap- 
prehension of  the  issue  that  was  made.  If  there 
were  any  Senators  alM>ut  him  whose  recollection 
coincided  with  his  own,  he  would  -be  extremely^ 
glad  to  hear  them  so  declare. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said,  although  he  coneetr- 
ed  the  necessity  could  hardly  be  supposed  to  exist 
for  his  saying  anything  in  corroboration  of  the 
statement  just  made  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, yet,  as  an  appeal  had  been  made,  he  would 
Slate  that  he  certainly  did  distinctly  recollect  that' 
the  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  was  found- 
ed on  the  presumption-^and  the  strong  presump- 
tion-—that  the  view  whieb  the  bonoraole  Senator 
had  taken  was  the  correct  one,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  the  course  of  the  water  communication 
westward  from  Lake  Superior,  as  Isid  down  in 
that  map,  conesponding  with  the  water  communi- 
cation contended  for  by  the  honorable  Senator  as 
forming  the  boundary.  As  far  as  the  article  in  the 
Globe  wasjconeemed,  he  had  not  seen  it,  and  knew 
nothing  a&ut  it;  but,  most  assuredly,  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the  purport  of 
his  argument  were  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  WALB[BR  said  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts certainly  did  call  his  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  pointed  out  to  him  the  map,  as  being  the 
old  map  of  Mitchell;  and  bis  object  seemed  to  be 
to  prove  that  the  southern  line  of  water  communi- 
cation corresponded  with  the  line  for  which  he  had- 
been  contending.  He  thought  it  due  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  that  he  did  call  his  attention  particular- 
ly to  the  map;  but  while  he  said  this,  he  begged  it 
to  be  understood  as  having  nothing  to  do  with  his 
opinion  as  to  the  success  or  failure  of  the  honorable 
Senator  i!i  establishing  his  views.' 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  his  attention  had  also  been 
called  to  the  map;  and  he  bad  noticed  that  the 
cnrvature  in  the  line  of  water  ci^mmunication  cor- 
responded with  that  which  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts argued  was' the  trae  boundary.  And  he 
noticed,  also,  thftt  there  seemed  to  be  no  line  of 
water  communication  north  of  Hnnter's  island. 
He  recollected  the  reference  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  firom  Missouri  to  the  date  of  the  map;  fbr 
he  was  struck  with  the  singularity  of  the  objection, 
and  said  to  those  about  him  at  the  time,  that  the  map 
must,  of  course,  have  been  pobli8bed  before  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  or  else  how  could  the  commis- 
sioners have  had  it  before  them7 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

Bdr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  army  and  mil* 
itary  academy  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending 
on  the  30th  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  be- 
ginning on*  the  1st  Jaly,  1848,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  Jane,  1844. 

Mr.  SBVIBR  presented  a  letter  from  John  Rod* 
gars  and  othejs,  Cherokee  Indians,  pn  the  subject 


of  their  claim  against  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  certain  resolutions,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  in  favor  of 
appropriations  to  building  of  forts  and  construct- 
ing military  roads  in  that  State:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  Gkorge 
Q.  Payne,  praying  allowance  for  the  revolution- 
ary services  ef  his  grandfather,  by  granting  the 
haif-pay  as  lieotenant  colonel  from  the  end  of  the 
war  to  the  time  oC  his  death  in  1825,  to  which  he 
was  entitled:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
didary,  reported  back,  without  amen^dment,  the  bill 
of  the  House  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the 
circnit  court  for  the  district  of  Maine,  f^om  the  town 
of  Wiscasset  to  Portland  and  Bangor. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and  there  being  no  proposition  to  amend 
the  same,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the.  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Roby,  of  New  York;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  that  State,  to  use  their  continued 
exertions  to  procure  the  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  that  on  Friday  last, 
when  the  Oregon  bill  was  upon  its  passage,  he  had 
voted  in  the  affirmative,' for  the  purpose  of  entitling 
himself  to  move  a  reconsideration.  He  now  made 
that  motion. 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  the  bill  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  Senate;  and,  if  so,  by  what  rule 
of  the  body  It  was  in  its  possession. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied  that  the  bill  was  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  Senate;  and  in  order  to  ex- 
onerate the  officer  of  the  Senate  from  any  blame 
which  might  be  imputed  to  him,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state  that  he  had  mentioned  to  him  the  fact  that 
he  intended  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  this  having  been  an- 
nounced, and  two  days  being  allowed  by  the  rule 
within  which  the  motion  for  reconsideration  might 
be  made,  he  conceived  that  no  blame  could  prop- 
erly be  attached  to  any  one  on  account  of  its  de- 
tention. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  did  not  think  that  this  g6t 
over  the  difficulty.  If  such  a  course  were  permis* 
sible,  it  would  put  the  fate  of  questions  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  the  power  of  one  or  two  in- 
dividuals. It  could  never  have  been  intended  by 
the  rule  that  a  gentleman  who  intended  to  move 
the  reconsideration  of  a  vote  should  have  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  tell  him  that  such  was  his  intention.  It 
was  just  as  easy  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  have  given  notice  to  the  Senate  of  his  intention. 
He  did  not  intend  to  impute  anything  improper  to 
bis  excellent  friend  from  Yir^inia;  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  certainly  thought  that  gen- 
tleman was  one  of  tbe  very  last  who  would  have 
resorted  to  a  parliamentary  manoeuvre.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  every  one  that  this  was  i>ot  the  cor- 
rect course  to  be  pursued  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
the  bill  had  gone  to  the  other  House;  and  he 
would  venture  the  assertion,  that  many  Sen- 
ators never  knew  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's intention  until  this  moment.  The  ad- 
vantage, then,  which  the  mover  would  have,  was 
obvious;  he  could  have  his  friends  about  him, 
while  his  opponents  would  have  no  opportunity 
of  resisting  the  motion.  The  Senate  would  of 
course  proceed,  if  they  saw  fit;,  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  it  was  sn  anomalous  proceeding, 
and  which,  if  followed,  would  lead  to  much  mis- 
chief. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied.  He  thought  the  matter 
could  be  set  right  with  very  few  words.  Hie  hon- 
orable    gentleman     from    Mi8M>uri  might  be 


assured  that  he  did  not  consider  him  as  design- 
ing to  throw  any  unwurantable  imputation  vpoa 
him,  or  upon  any  other  Senator,  in  refeienee  to 
this  matter;  it  was  not  according  to  the  honorable 
gei^tleman^  habit  tojdo  anything  of  this  Und;  and 
he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  convince  him  that 
he  was  mistaken  as  lo  what  he  considered  tbe 
impropriety  of  the  course  which  he  had  taken  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

He  was  informed  chat  the  invariabie  usage  had 
been,  in  such  cases,  precisely  such  as  he  hi^  pur- 
sued. Besides,  it  was  declared,  by  a  rule  of  tbe 
Senate,  tliat  two  days  of  actual  sitting  should  be 
allowed,  within  which  the  motion  might  be  made. 
It  could  not,  then,  be  in  accordance  with  what  was 
right,  whether  it  had  bera  the  practice  or  not,  that 
m^  bill  should  pass  from  the  Senate  lutil  be  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  availing  himself  of  tbe  rule. 
If  an  irregular  usage  had  grown  up,  it  ought  not  to 
he  urged  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  setting  aside  tbe 
rule  altogether. 

But  again,  to  show  the  honorable  Senator  that  be 
was  mistaken:  when  was  it  tiiat  tlie  bill  passed? 
Late  on  tbe  e^ing  of  Friday.  When  was  lbs 
next  juridical  day  of  the  session?  Saturday  was 
not.  There  was,  then,  no  day  when  it  could  be 
within  the  competency  of  the  Secretary  to  send 
away  tbe  bill.  The  vote  was  taken  after  the  usual 
hour  for  adjournment.  When  the  utmost  degtee  of 
impatience  was  manifested  throughout  the  Senate 
for  an  adjournment,  it  might  not  have  been  in  his 
power  to  procure  the  consideration  of  his  motion; 
because  it  might,  at  any  time,  be  superseded  by  a 
motion  for  adjoiunment.  The  Secretary  must  stand 
acquitted;  for  he  had  done  only  what  he  bad  beea 
accustomed  to  do  in  like  cases;  and,  as  for  himself, 
he  mast  appeal  to  bis  honorable  friend  to  say  if  he 
had  not  communicated  to  him  his  intention  to 
moves  reconsideration.'  Did  that  look  like  a  clan- 
destine proceedine? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  remarks  whkh 
were  but  indistinctly  heard  by  the  reporter,  after 
which, 

Mr.  LINN  said  be  supposed  there  was  aolbins 
left  for  him  but  to  retreat  as  gracefully  as  be  could. 
He  had  spoken  more  particularly  with  refemee 
to  the  uncertainty  of  the  usage,  and  of  thenecenitjr 
for  having  some  definite  and  general  rule  upon  tbie 
subject.  This  question  of  reconsideration  was 
then  (it  being  suggested  by  Mr.  SBYIEE  that  two 
or  three  Senators  were  absent)  postponed  until  to- 
morrow at  one  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGS,  Iheprevioiit 
orders  were  postponed;  and  the  Senate  i^oceeded 
to  consider,  as  in  commiuee  of  the  whole,  Ibe  bill 
to  amend  the  several  acts  establishing  the  Treasury 
Department,  being 

THE  BXCHEaUER  BILL. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  regulation  of  the  treasury  of  tbe  United 
States,  was  accordingly  taken  up,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  addressed  the  Senate  on 
the  subject  for  about  an  hour,  in  explanation  g(  tbe 
provisions  and  probable  effects  of  the  bill,  shouU 
it  become  a  law. 

He  regretted  that  he  bad  not  been  able,  tftfore 
this  time,  to  bring  forward  his  measure.  The  de- 
lay had  not  originated  with  him.  It  was  at  tbe  so- 
licitation of  other  gentlemen  he  had  been  induced 
to  accede  to  its  postponement.  It  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  a  day  passed  over  some  weeks 
.  ago;  but  an  important  measure  (the  Ottfom,  biU) 
was  under  discussion  when  that  dlay  came,  and  the 
present  bill  was  necessarily  postponed  from  time 
to  time,  with  an  expectation  that  the  other  wouU 
be  disposed  of,  so  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
would  be  more  concentrated  on  this  measure.  He 
had  made  this  explanation  to  exonerate  himself 
from  any  imputation  of  neglecting  to  call  it  up, 
and  to  show  that  be  had  acted  in  perfect  good  fttidi 
with  regard  to  his  avowed  intention  of  bdngiig  it 
forward  at  tbe  earliest  possible  day. 

The  general  design  of  this  bill  was  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  relief  of  the  country  in  relation  to^ibe 
curTHicy  and  exchanges.  It  iat  in  sobm  sense,  tbe 
same  bill4ts  that  reported  by  tbe  select  ooonaltlee 
last  session  of  Congress,  of  which  be  bad  tbe  he^r 
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of  being  ehairmtn.  The  leport  made  by  ibat 
cooiBJttee  was  full  and  elaborate,  containing  ibe 
views  ot  tbe  members  with  whom  be  concurred; 
and  it  was  so  ample  and  saii&factory,  in  bis  mind, 
as  to  require  Utile  additional  argnmeat  on  his  part 
in  iu  8api>ort.  He  wonld  not,  at  present,  go  into 
details,  which  gentlemen  bad  doubtless  seen  in  that 
report.  He  wonld  content  himself  with  stating 
very  briefly  a  few  leading  points,  on  which  tbe 
whole  question  most  necessarily  depend.  Now, 
as  tbe  proposition  is  to  do  somefbing  for  the  car* 
rency  and  exchanges  of  the  conniry,  tbe  first 
question  which  arises  is,  Does  the  country 
stand  in  need  of  the  interposition  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gk>Temment1  He  believed  it  would  be  leon- 
ceded  that  tha  condition  of  the  country  was  such 
as  to  require  relief.  He  wonld  not  undertake 
to  describe  that  condition — for  his  imagination 
conld  not  fnrnish  him  expressions  adequate  to  tbe 
description.  He  conld  not  depict  the  wreck  of  pri- 
vate lortnne  and  public  credit  which  had  taken 
Elace  within  tbe  last  few  .years  throughout  the 
»gth  and  breadth  of  tbe  land.  Here  is  a  conn- 
try,  with  all  the  element  of  prosperity— teeming 
with  fertility — and  yet  with  a  people  starving  in 
the  Didst  of  abundance;  distress,  poverty,  and 
rain  staring  them  in  the  face;  while  the  abun- 
dance of  our  harvests  is  breaking  down  our  i^rana- 
ries  for  want  of  a  remunerating  market.  For  all 
this,  there  must  be  some  adequate  cause.  He,  and 
those  with  whpm  be  generally  concurred  in  politi- 
cal views*  felt  satisfied  that,  although  there  might 
be  many  causes,  yet  the  main  one  was  to  be  found 
in  the  derangement  of  tbe  cunency  and  the  ex- 
dianges  of  the  country.  Therd  might  be  a  diver- 
n\j  of  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  that  derange* 
meat  of  currency  and  exchanges;  but  there  could 
be  none  as  to  the  existence  of  the  fact. 

He  believed  most  seriously  that  the  besetting  sin 
of  the  country  was,  that  questions,  which  in  them- 
Bilwn  were  purely  national  questions  of  general  in- 
terest for  the  whole  community,  were  made  the 
arena  of  political  strife  and  the  watchwords  for 
f  oHdcal  battle.  As  long  as  such  questions  as  bank 
or  no  bank  are  made  tbe  watchwords  of  party,  de- 
rangement of  the  currency  and  exchanges  will  con- 
dnue,  and  the^onseqoent  derangement  of  the  whole 
bosines*  afiairs  of  the  community.  It  was  high 
time  to  drop  these  party  distinctions,  and  think  of 
the  distress  of  the  country,  with  a  view  of  afford- 
isg  sieh  relief  as  conld  be  derived  from  our  legis- 
lation. The  first  oonsideration  in  the  Congress  of 
Ibe  United  States  should  be,  how  it  can  best  fulfil 
its  duly  tu  the  country.  He  should  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  it  is  its  duty  to  unite  on  some  such  meas- 
ure of  relief  as  that  now  proposed  by  this  bill.  The 
time,  howeyer,  was  gone  by  for  aslringwbat ought 
to  be  done;  and  the  question  now  is,  What  can  be 
done?  The  people  are  crying  out  for  relief;  they 
are  looking  to  this  Government  for  that  relief.  And 
are  geatlenen  to  fold  their  arms,  and  say  they  can 
do  nothingi  Here  is  a  measure  which  will  do 
something.  It  may  not  accomplish  all  that  could 
be  desired;  bat  it  will  accomplish  much.  It  wi)l 
afford  considerable  leiief. 

It  proposes  nothing  that  is  not  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  coiutitutional  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment—-powers  necessarily  conferred  on  it  for  the 
collecting,  safekeeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  rffvenne.  If,  in  effecting  these  objects,  fa- 
cilities for  exchanges  and  currency  can  be  given, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  give 
diem.  Hie  provisions  of  this  bill  aim  at  nothing 
sore. 

Different  modes  of  eff^ectiBg  the  objects  of  ool* 
lecting,  safekeeping,  and  disbursing  the  revenue, 
in  oona^xtea  with  the  regulation  of  the  currency 
aid  ezahMges,  had  been  tried  since  the  foundation 
of  this  Government.  One  was  through  the  me- 
dit^B  of  a  United  States  bank;  another,  through  that 
of  the  pei-baak  system;  and  a  third,  through  that  of 
the  sab-treaaory  or  independent  treasury. 

Mr.  T.  entered  into  a  long  historical  detail  of 
Ike  operation  of  eadh  of  these  systems,  which  be 
saauned  np  In  the  conclusion^that  a  revival  of 
any  one  of  them,  at  the  present^ime,  was  hopeless, 
if  am  Impmetieable. 

Facts  Should  be  taken  as  they  exist,  ft  was  not 
what  one  party  or  another  wished  to  aceompUahi 


but  could  not  accomplish,  should  be  considered; 
but  what  could  be  effected.  Gentlemen  who  look- 
ed to  a  national  bank,  even  if  all  their  anticipa- 
tions could  be  realized  in  1844,  would  not  be  able 
to  do  anything  for  the  relief  of  the  country  for 
seven  years  to  come.  It  would  take  them  tbe  Qext 
long  session  after  1844  to  get  through  a  bill.  It 
would  take  another  year  to  negotiate  the  stock; 
another  to  get  the  bauk  into  operation;  and  at  least 
another  befoife  the  coantry  would  begu  to  feel  any 
effects  from  its  operation.  What  sort  of  relief 
would  this  hold  out  to  the  present  distress  under 
which  the  country  wns  bleeding  at  every  porel 
Now  is  the  acceptable  time  to  do  something.  It 
was  demanded  now,  and^  it  was  the  business  and 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  meet  the  denund. 

When  this  plan  of  an  exchequer  came  up  last 
session,  considerable  discussion  took  place  oa  the 
question  of  reference.  In  that  discussion  be  (Mr. 
Tallmadob)  did  not  take  part»  wishing  to  reserve 
himself  for  an  unbiassed  consideration  in  commit- 
tee, should  he  be  one  of  its  members.  The  meas- 
ure had,  however,  been  so  fully  aiui  so  ably  de- 
bated, that  the  views  of  Senators  were  disclosed 
at  large,  and  the  objections  on  every  side  were 
thoroughly  understood. 

When,  therefore,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
be  chairman,  it  became  the  dn\y  of  the  committee 
to  weigh  all  those  objections,  and  to  give  to  them 
all  the  imporianoe  they  deserved.  The  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  had  been  framed  and  amended 
with  these  objections  specially  in  view;  and  it  was 
confidently  hoped  by  the  committee  that  they  had 
accomplished  the  task  of  preparing  a  measure 
which  steered  clear  of  them  all. 

ne  first  class  of  objections  related  to  the  Kxeo- 
utive  power  which  might  influence  tbe  institution. 
That,  the  committee  proposed  to  obviate  by  the 
manner  of  appointing  the  commissioners— re- 
quiring the  sanctiou  of  the  Senate,  and  rendering 
mem  incapable  of  being  removed,  unless  on  spe- 
cial grounds,  and  with  4he  assent  of  tbe  Senate. 
The  principle  was  further  carried  out  in  relation  to 
the  subordinate  ofikers. 

The  second  class  of  objections  related  to  the 
purchase  of,  and  dealing  in,  bills  of  exchange. 
That  provision  tbe  committee  had  stricken  from 
the  bill,  fully  satisfied  that  it  was  a  dangerous  one, 
likely  to  lead  to  abuses  of  the  worst  kind.  They 
substttuted  for  it  the  power  of  selling  bills  of  ex- 
change for  specie  deposites;  and  the  power  of  col- 
lecting bills  of  exchange  lodged  for  that  purpose, 
and  payable  in  n>ecie. 

Mr.  T.  pointed  out  tbe  advantages  which  would 
be  afforded  throughout  the  Union  by  this  mode  of 
extending  fscilities  for  the  transmission  of  funds 
f/om  one  point  to  another. 

The  third  class  of  objections  related  to  the  using 
of  the  powers  of  the  Government  for  controlling 
the  currency  and  monetary  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, by  a  currency  of  its  own. 

Now  he  held  to  the  doctrine,  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  anticipate  its  revenues  by  promises  to 
pay;  for  its  afifairs  should  be  so  regulated  that  its 
income  should  not  only  be  sufficient  for  its  wants, 
but  sufficient  to  keep  in  the  treasury  a  surplus  of 
from  three  to  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
unforeseen  demands.  And  if  at  any  time  it  is 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  anticipating  its  means,  it 
could  be  done  by  tbe  temporary  expedient  of  treas- 
ury notes — not  to  be  used  as  circulation,  but  in  tbe 
manner  which  experience  had  sanetioned.  It 
should  not  go  beyond  its  anticipated  revenue,  which 
would  come  in  for  the  redemption  of  these  treas- 
ury notes.  If  it  did  make  use  of  its  credit  to  obtain 
a  circulation  beyond  its  anticipated  means,  the 
country  could  experience  no  relief  from  the  excess, 
because  it  would  only  act  as  a  n&eans  of  driving 
out  of  circulation  an  equal  quantity  of  the 
medium  in  operation  at  tbe  time,  or  not  circulate 
at  all.  The  committee  had  thmfbre  discarded 
from  the  bill  anytftng  like  a  propositioh  to  author- 
ize a  oredit  circulation.  They  proposed  that  the 
bills  to  be  issued  should  be  only  for  specie  deposited, 
dollar  for  dollar.  This  was  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  issues.  It  might  be  supposed  this  wonld  not 
afford  any  relief,  or,  if  it  did,  a  very.  Uinited  one. 
But  he  wonld  reply  that  it  must  affo    r.^ery  great 


relief,  and  of  that  peculiar  and  practical  kind 
which  was  felt  to  be  necessary  by  every  one  who 
had  the  least  occasion  to  pass  fVom  one  part  of  the 
Union  to  the  other. 

Mr.  T.  here  entered  into  particulars,  to  show  the 
practical  operation.  Persons  would  be  able  to  travel 
all  over  the  Union  with  the  funds  of  the  insiituiioo, 
transact  business  anywhere  with  them,  make  tfrnii- 
tanees  to  or  from  any  point,  aitd  enjoy  all  the  /acil- 
ities  whidi  used  to  be  afforded  by  United  States 
Banknotes. 

It  was  not  desirable  that  it  should  be  a  bank  to 
affbrd  facilities  for  credit,  as  persons  of  good  stand- 
ing and  credit  could  obtain  the  relief  of  advances 
on  their  notes  from  the  local  banks,  and  with  the 
proceeds  they  oould  obtain  from  this  institution 
bids  of  exchange  to  make  their  remittances. 

It  was  his  con? totion  that  the  dreulation  it  wuuld 
thus  afiford  would  be  equal  to  the  average  oircola* 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  was 
about  ten  millions.  For  a  long  time,  it  had  been 
but  six  millions;  and^  in  most  cases,  it  bad  as  much 
specie  in  its  vaults  as  it  h^d  bank-notes  in  circu- 
lation. In  such  cases,  its  operatioMs  must  have 
been  the  same,  so  Car  as  reg^ded  rireulaticn,  as 
the  operations  proposed  by  this  bill. 

The  effect  on  the  ordinary  drevlating  medinma 
of  the  States  was  fully  examined  ia  thedetaila  of 
the  committee^  report,  to  which  he  referred. 

On  the  whole,  he  hoped,  when  Sftuau^rs  would 
come  fully  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  to  vir  w 
it  with  a  single  eye  to  the  reliel  cf  the  country » 
they  wonld  feel  satisfied  that,  while  the  measure 
could  not  be  objected  to  on  oohstit  itioaal  groards, 
it  would  not  only  (so  far  as  the  Government  Wie 
concerned)  effect  all  the  objects  proposed,  of  col- 
letting,  eafekeepiag,  and  disbursiBg  tbe  public 
reventEM»;  but  it  would  enable  it  toperform  a  duty 
which  it  owed  to  thecountry — of  affording  that  re- 
lief which  alone  oould  be  given  l^  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  a  sound  enrreney  and  a  uniformity  of  ex- 
changes. Whatever  might  be  the  course  of  oth'  r 
Senators,  he,  at  least,  should  console  himseK,  un- 
der any  disposition  that  might  be  made  of  th^  biH, 
with  the  protid  consciousness  thas  in  bringin*  it 
forward,  and  advocating  U  as  he  had  done,  he  had 
not  only  performed  his  dn  y  to  his  constitnent^t 
but  toihe  country  at  large 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  td-mortew« 
Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  bill  foi  re- 
paving  and  repairing  Pennsylvania  avenne  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and  the  sev- 
eral amendments  of  tho  Oomoftittee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  having  been  adopted,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engros^  for  a 
third  reading. 

PRIVATE  MAIL  EXPRESSES. 
|The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  infinished  business  of  the 
morning  hour  of  'rhursday  last^-beisg  the  bill  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  private  expresses  upou 
mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department ;  the 
question  pending  being  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  PonxBR,  to  strike  out  of  the  ^ecoi^d  sn'i  fifih 
sections  the  words  *'or  other  mailable  matter  iv hat- 
ever,**  the  effect  of  which  proposition  woald  be,  if 
adopted,  to  permit  all  matter,  except  letten^  lobe 
conveyed  by  private  expresses. 

Mr.  MERRICK  supposed  that  the  ameihlmen 
which  he  introduced  on  Thursday  last,  ar  an  ad 
ditional  section  to  the  bill,  defining  the  meaning  to 
be  attached  to  the  words  <*mailable  matter,**  by 
prescribing  what  matter  was  to  be  charged  with 
postage,  would  remove  the  objections  of  ^he  Sena^ 
tor  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Poarsa  ]  THis  amend- 
ment was  submftted  with  the  view  of  removing  the 
objections  of  that  Senator,  be  presumed,  there- 
fore, he  would  waive  his  am^v-tment  to  strike  out 
the  words  proposed. 

Mr.  PORTER  replied,  substantially,  that  tbeob 
jection  which  he  had  to  the  use  of  the  wc  rds  '*mail 
able  matter,**  on  account  of  the  indefinite  meaning 
which  mff^t  be  attached  to  them,  m'ght  be  re- 
moved by  the  amendment  deining  what  was  mail 
able  matter.  But  he  had  a  further  objection,  which 
was  not  fvmofed  by  the  amendment.    That  ob»  * 
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jedfoa  was,  tliat'tiM  amendment  compelled  pe^ 
J008  to  d€podtb  in  the  post  office  packages  of  mo- 
ney and  manoscripts.  He  wUhed  to  confine  this  bitt> 
at  to  whatconstitoted  mailable  matter,  to  the  limita- 
tions of  the  act  of  1895.  According  to  the  con- 
stmetion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittoe  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  himself,  packages  of 
t>ank  notes  and  manascnpts  would  come  within 
the  denomination  of  letter  postage  by  the  provisions 
of  this  btJl.  Mr.  P.  said,  nnder  this  view  of  the 
case,  he  conld  not  withdraw  his  amendment,  or 
TOte  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  [Mr.  MsanicK.] 

He  then  went  into  a  catcnlatioa  to  show  how 
enormous  would  be  the  postage  on  packages  of 
manuscripts  or  bank  notes  weighing  from  two  to 
three  pounds,  subject  to  letter  postage,  if  transmiw 
ted  400  miles  or  upwards.  He^aracterized  this  ef- 
cfibrt  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
compel  newspapers  and  pamphlet!  to  be  transmitted 
thronsh  the  mail,  as  a  new-born  aeal  brought  into 
action  since  the  passage  of  the  law  fixing  and  limit- 
ing the  rates  to  be  paid  the  railroad  companies  for 
transporting  the  mail.  By  that  law,  the  pay  of 
these  companies,  for  such  serrices,  was  limited  to 
|300  per  mile;  the  right  being  reservad  to  tht  de- 
partment to  send  one  ton,  or  four  or  more  per  day, 
if  necessary.  Before  the  passage  of  such  law,  the 
•fiTort  was  to  avoid  carrying  in  the  mail  so  much 
of  this  kind  of  printed  matter.  But  now,  the  etbrt 
was  to  force  it  all  through  the,  mail,  without  regard 
to  ibe  additional  weight  imposed  upon  those  com- 
panies, and  the  limitation  on  their  pay.  He  then 
went  into  some.calculation,  showing  that,  notwith- 
standing those  companies  performed,  in  miles,  only 
the  forty-eighth  part  of  the  whole  mail  service,  and 
received  one-seventh  of  the  coat  for  the  whole 
aervice,  as  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee,  [Mr.  McaaiCK,]  yet  he  Ibooght 
if  the  wei^t  of  the  matter  transported  was  taken 
into  consideration,  the  charge  would  be  foimd 
to  be  not  so  enormous  as  supposed. 

He  then  made  a  calculation  in  support  of  that 
position,  showing  that,  on  the  road  between  Balti- 
more and  PbiladelDhia,  a  distance  of  about  one 
htfadred  miles,  and  where  the  pay  for  the  mail 
srrvice  was  about  |S0,0O0,  the  quantity  of  mail- 
able matter  transported  was  equal  to  four  tons  per 
daj,  (two  tuns  each  way,)  or  1.460  tons  per*  an- 
num— the  pay  for  which  was  little  more  than  fl 
per  cwt.  This  he  conceived  to  be  but  a  reasonable 
charge  per  cwt.  for  such  a  distance.  It  seemed  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Postmaster  Gkneral  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  those  companies  received  an 
enormona  price  for  the  senricc  they  perform.  Such 
was  not  the  case.  The  annual  cost  for  carrying 
the  mail,  he  had  understood,  on  the  very  route 
cited  above,  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  rail- 
road, exceeded  the  present  co^  and  at  one  time 
amounted  to  |40,000.  He  then  went  on  to  argue 
tbatf  even  if  the  Government  did  pay  these  compa-' 
nies  a  high'  price  for  the  service  they  performed, 
yet  something  was  due  to  the  Slates  and  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  had  constructed  those  roads  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  on  account  of  the  great- 
ness of  the  undertaking,  and  the  vast  and  unprofit- 
able outlay  of  tnoney.  He  was  unwilling  to  make 
those  roadts  contribute  to  the  payment  of  the  taxes 
properly  payable  by  other  portions  of  the  country, 
to  sustain  the  Post  Office  Oepartmenu  He  con- 
cluded with  some  further  remarks  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  MILLER,  as  one  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  had  reported  the 
bill,  felt  that  it  was  due  to  the  chairman  to  state 
that  he  had  concurred  with  him  not  only  in  its  ne- 
eensity,  on  the  special,  grounds  stated  in  its  provi- 
sions, but  as  a  preliminary  and  necessary  step  for 
the  other  Importaat  biUs  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee—-one  of  which  was  a  reductibn  of  postage. 
He. entered  at  large  into  the  subject  of  the  losses 
and  disadvaniagea  which  the  Post  Office  labored  un- 
der in  consequence  of  the  competition  from  private 
expressea^  and  showed  the  necessity  for  putting 
them  down;  which  he  contended  coild  not  be  ef- 
fected unless  by  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  as  intended  to  be  modified  by  the  chairman^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 


also  expressed  his  conviction  that  this  mea^^are  was 
indispensable  for  the  pr^servatiotif  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department.  It  made  little  difference  whether 
the  question  really  at  issue  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
^PoRTBU,]  or  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Man- 
aicx;]  it  was  still  a  question  whether  the  com- 
petition of  these  private  expresses  operating 
so  ( injuriously  to  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment, should  be  suffered  Jo  monopolize  the  most 
profitable  part  of  the  business,  or  should  be  sup- 
pressedl  He  argued  at  considerable  length  to 
show  that  already  these  private  exprei»ses  bad  made 
great  inroads  on  the  only  valuable  routes  of  the 
regular  mail,  and  that  they  would  continue  t9  en- 
croach till  they  would  also  destroy  the  letter^carry- 
ing  business,  unless  (his  hill  were  passed. 

Mr.  WALKER  supported  the  bill  by  reference 
to  the  expenses  of  the  West,  where,  in  consequence 
of  fk»  facilities  afforded  by  steamboat  communica- 
tion from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  the  Post  Office 
Department  must  suffer  an  annual  loss  of  postage 
on  letters  and  mail-matter  of  not  less  than  from 
one  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  was  a 
common  practice  for  large  commissioB  houses  to 
have  tin  boxes  on  board  these  i>oat8,  for  carrying 
letters  and  parcels  from  one  city  to  another«>their 
correspondents  leaving  one  key,  and  themselves 
another. 

A  commission  bouse  of  this  kind  in  Vidpsburg 
or  Natchez  could  invite  aU  their  customers  to  put 
their  letters  in  their  tin  boxe»*,  and  for  twenty-five 
cents  paid  to  the  steamboat  for  its  carriage,  mail 
matter  amounting  to  hundreds  of  dollars  might  be 
trannnitted.  Five  or  six  commission  houses,  and 
five  or  six  rich  planters  connected  with  them— -hav- 
ing the  control  of  their  steamboats,  in  consequence 
of  b«ing  able  to  freight  them — could  get  all  their 
letters  postage  free  from  New  Orleans  to  Natchez, 
and  than  to  any  city  on  the  line  of  navigation; 
while  the  producing  classes  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  had  to  pay  double  postage,  because  the 
department  cannot  reduce  the  rates  so  long  as  these 
frauds  are  practised. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CHOATE 
and  SIMMONS  until  half-past  3  o*ck>ck;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  February  6, 1843. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Jennings,  asking  compensation  for  revolutionary 
services. 

Mr.  MOOrB  presented  evidence  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  John  D.  S.  Arden:  referred  to  the  Com* 
miuee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Timoiby  Denorc:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  on  leave,  presented  the  follow- 
iog  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maine: 

'      STATE  OF  MAINE. 
RE80LTEB  BELaTING  TO  THE  BANKRUFT  ACT. 

Retolvedf  Tlial  th«  Senaton  in  Congreai  from  lliis  flute  be, 
and  they  liereby  are,  inftnicted,  and  the  Repreaentativee  re- 
quested,  to  use  their  constant  and  continued  exertion*  for  the 
immediate  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the  t>ankrupt  act,  paaa- 
ed  at  the  extra  aeaiion  of  the  27tb  Coafrea. 

Re^dvedj  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reeolution,  aigned  hj 
the  Oovemor,  be  forwarded  by  the  iJecretary  of  Stale  to  each 
of  aaid  Seaaton  and  Repreaentativee. 

In  the  House  of  Repreaentatlvea,  January  31, 1813: 

DAVID  DUNN,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  February  lat,  1843: 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  President. 
Fabniary  1, 1843— Approved: 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

A  true  copy:  

Attest;  PHILff  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  Sute. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VIRGINIA.  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  HOPKINS*  on  leafe,  presented  certain 
resolutions  lately  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  asserting  it,  §$  the  opinion  of 
the  Legislature,  that  a  representative  is  bound  to 
obey  the  will  of  his  constituents,  or  to  resign  his 
seat-declaring  that  Wm.  S.  AacBKa,  one  of  the 
Senators  from  that  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  by  bis  rotes  in  favor  of  a  bank  of 


the  United  States,  and  for  the  repeal  of  that  pim^ 
ion  of  the  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  ptccceds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  provided  that 
distribution  should  cease  whenever  the  dnti^  upon 
imports  are  increased  beyond  twenty  per  cent,  liaa 
violsted  that  great  principle,  and  disregarded  the 
known  wishes  of  his  constituents.  Also,  instntc* 
ting  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repreaenta- 
ti?es  Arom  the  State  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  ^ 
tariff  acts  of  the  last  sessioii;  to  vote  against  ano^ 
tariff  act  not  solely  for  revenue;  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  repeal  of  the  distribution  act;  to  vote 
sgainsty  and  use  all  proper  means  to  prevent  the 
incorpqration  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  institution  with  banking  powers;  and  to 
use  all  proper  means  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  that  a  report  had  been 
printed,  and  laid  on  their  tables,  purporting  to  be 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in 
favor  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Nourse.  This  waa  «. 
mistake;  the  committee  having  report^  against  4ha 
claim,  and  this  being  the  report  of  a  single  OKm- 
ber,  which  waa  rejected  by  the  majority.  Ha^pre- 
sumed  that  it  was  printed  as  the  repdrt  of  the 
committee  by  mistaae,  under  the  order  direeling 
the  printing  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  ease,  ^he 
only  way  to  correct  the  error,  in  his  opinion,  wonld 
be  to  direct  the  Clerk,  in  making  up  the  docaments 
of  the  House,  to  leave  it  out. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  said  that,  as  the  re- 
port was  drawn  up  by  him,  it  was  proper  for  him 
to  say  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  way  it  came 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  reoomait 
the  report;  but  after  some  conversation,  in  which 
Messrs.  ROOSEVELT,  BOWNE,  and  MeSXN- 
NAN  took  part, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  withdrew  bis  motioiy; 
and  the  flr^t  motion  of  Mr.  Roosbvblt,  to  direct 
the  Cleik  to  leave  out  the  paper  in  making  up  the 
public  documents,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. . 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  regular  order 
of  business,  which 

The  SPEAKER  said  was  reports  ofi^mmittees. 

WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  presented 
the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
on  the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  a  nwtt- 
ber  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  sub}eetft  re- 
ported a  bill  to  indemnify  Amos  Kendall  tix  dtin« 
ages  recovered  against  him  by  Stockton  db  St^BM, 
for  his  decision  against  them  while  in  the  perform* 
ance  of  his  duty  as  Postmaster  General,  accompa* 
nicMi  by  a  report  on  the  case. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  in  their  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  made  by  Mr.  Cowbh, 
io  the  case  of  Amos  Kendall,  among  other  things 
hold  the  following  language: 


*TroR)  all  the  evidence  In  the  case,  the  coounktae  i 
Red  that  Mr.  Kendall  waa  governed  by  a  deeire  to  goaid  Cha 
Poet  Oflke  Department,  oTer  which  he  preeidedL 
by  allowaocee  which  he  iMlieved  unjuet  and  ilU 


purpose  was  adhered  to  with  unusual  pertinacity,  lHitDoii)Mi 
any  design  to  do  injustice  to  the  contractors,    tt  tt  beU9V6a  fo 


be  important  that  honest  guardiam  of  tks  treaeur^ 
not  be  permitted  to  euffer  for  their  Jidetttp,  It  is  DOiWWb 
that  public  offloers  orr,  as  Mr.  Kendall  did,  in  favor  of  lbs 
United  States;  and  if  those  who,  io  their  seal  to  save  tbe 


uiy  from  unjust  claioM  upon  it.  are  subjected  to  suits  for 
ages,  and  imprioonmeot,  for  wBaterer  error  they  raaj 
without  indemnity  or  relief,  we  may  weTl  qoesiioQ 
in  all  cases  of  doabt  to  which  tbe  <3oTemment  Is  a  panf,^ 
decisions  will  not  t>e  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  eipBCiaily  whan 
it  is  considered  that  errors  against  the  OoveroBMat  aia  vwj 
rarely  made  the  subject  of  serious  complaint" 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  Mr.  COWWtf 
moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  of  th^  day  px 
Friday  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Friday  was  alrea4y 
set  apart  for  other  business.      ^ 

Mr.  COWEN  was  aware  that  the  way  vfi 
entirely  blocked  upland  that  the  public  budMii 
was  very  pressing;  but  there  waa  no  chaaoa^oij^fh' 
ting  this  bill  oonsiderod,  unle»  a  spedai  4ay 
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dmpftA  for  it.  He  apprebeoded  that  the  House, 
npoik  att'exftinlBalion  of  this  caue,  would  ^d  that 
it  was  one  of  iIm  stroDgest  that  had  ever  been  pce- 
sealed  for  ite  iaterpo^itioa.  It  was  a  case  that 
(Mi^  waftted  a  hearing  to  insure  its  favorable  con- 
sideratiDn,  md  that  hearing  coald  only  be  obtained 
bf  ai^gniiig  a  special  day  for  its'  consideration. 
Mr.  C.  eon^ded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  ipade 
themedal  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

Tie  BPfiAKBR  said  that  Friday  was  set  apart 
for  other  business. 

Mr.  GOWBN  then  moved  Satarday;  bat 

Tbe  SPBAKER  ^aid  tbat  Saturday  was  also 
taken  up. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  then  moved  to  take  np  the  bill 
now.  

Mr.  GtARRETT  DAVIS  argned  that  the  case 
shonM  be  ^Merred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi- 
eiaiy. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  was  satisfied  that,  it  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentueky  wonld  tarn  his  aitentioo  to 
the  cMe,  he  would  readily  agree  that  no  eiamina- 
tionwas  neoessaiy.  There  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  wajq  It  was  a  case  in  which  a  public  officer 
had  enfered  loss  by  endeavoriopf  to  protect  the 
publie  interests;  And,  in  his  opmion,  the  House 
ahonld  protcet  such  i^oef  s  from  loss  or  damage. 
On  the  first  trial  of  this  ease,  the  court  being  sati^ 
fifd  thai  the  Jury  had  given  vindictive  damages, 
'set  the  verdict  aside,  and  granted  a  new  trial;  and, 
open  the  second  trial,  the  jury  unanimously  cer- 
tified that  they  were  satisfied  that  Mr.  Kendall 
acted  from  the  purest  motives,  and  in  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  strict  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  called  Mr.  C.  to  order. 

Mr.  COWEN  went  on,  and  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain  the  case.  It  was  simply  this:  Mr.  Kendall 
declined  to  comply  with  an  award  of  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  Congress^ 
and,  upon  a  mandamus  from  the  district  court,  he 
did  coinply  with  it  He  understood  that  Mr.  K. 
aded  under  the  advice  of  the  President  and  his 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  ngain  called  Mr.  C.  to  order, 
and  he  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  0.  DAVIS  said  thai  they  had  passed  laws 
to  prohibil  extra  allowances  to  guard  the  public 
treasury  against  abuses,  and  the  Executive  and 
die  pul>Uc  officers  bad  laughed  at  them.  Here 
was  a  amiiar  case.  ^  A  law  had  been  passed,  which 
it  was  Mr.  Kendall^  duty  to  carry  into  executions 
yet  he  had  set  it  at  defiance,  and  now  came  and 
asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  consequences.  Now, 
he  thought  that  it  was  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry 
for  the  Jodidary  Committee  to  consider  how  far 
a  puhKc  oileer  shcMild  act  on  his  own  opinions  in 
opposMes  to  ft-law  of  Congress;  and  he  hoped  the 
bin  wonld  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  CLARK  stated  tbat  there  were 
two  propositions  before  the  House:  one  was  to 
take  the  bill  up  and  consider  it  now;  and  the  other 
was  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
He  (Mr.  C)  was  against  both  of  them,  and 
thought  that  the  subject  should  be  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  say  whether  this  was  a  just  claim  or  not, 
but  It  was  due  to  the  members  of  the  House  that 
they  shonid  have  an  opportunity  to  take  this  report 
home  with  them,  and  consider  it,  before  being  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  it.  He  did  not  admire  thai  sort 
of  railroad  legislation,  which  would  Uke  a  bill  up 
and  pass  it  on  the  very  day  it  was  introduced;  and 
he  thpnght  it  would  not  be  slighting  the  committee 
who  had  made  a  report  in  this  case,  to  take  it  up 
and  exaa^e  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  COWBN  said  that,  being  opposed,  as  he 
alwaya  had  been,  to  the  consumption  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  he  would  not  press  his  motion,  but 
would  aeqniesce  in  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
of  theWnole. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  and  re- 
port were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HUBARD,  f(om  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
KfoAed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  (George  Harrison, 
paymaster  in  the  Kentucky  militia  during  the  last 
waft  wfikh  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
ComnritM  of  the  Whole  House. 

AlB^  ha  presented  several  adveise  reports. 


EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  joint  resolution  for  rewarding  the  officers 
who  were  ^gaged  in  the  exploring  expedition: 
objected  to,  and  not  received. 

PORT  PENN. 

Bfe.  RODNEY  submitted  a  resolution,  (which 
was  agreed  to,)  directingjhe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king a  suitable  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the 
public  pier  near  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware 
river,  together  with  the  lands  and  tenements  ther^ 
unto  belonging,  the  jurisdiction  thereof  having 
been  ceded  to  the  tjnited  Sta^  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  passed 
January  39,  1791,  with  the  express  understanding 
of  the  General  Gk>vcmment,  declared  by  acts  of 
Congress  approved  August  7, 1789,  and  July  9S^, 
1790,  to  pay  all  necessary  expenses  to  support  the 
boundaries,  and  repair  the  said  piers,  on  condition 
of  such  cession  being  made. 

Mr.  WM.  O.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the-elaim 
of  Caleb  Atwater. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  completion  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  committee 
had  directed  him  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Re»olv6tL  ThatUta-Secrataqr  of  War  Im  dincled  to  commu. 
nieate  to  thk  Houae  a  full  sta^meot  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  aaveral  mam  of  money  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  tite 
Potoma&tMMge  hare  baen  expeaded— in  which  the  aama  paid 
for  materiaiai  and  to  whom  paid,  the  auroe  paid  for  worlt  «ad 
labor,  and  to  whom,  and  the  nature  of  the  woric  and  labor  the^ 
severally  performea,  shall  be  separatejr  suted.  Aod  that  he 
also  inraroi  this  Hohse  whether  the  ofncers,  Buperlnteodeot^ 
and  hands  employed  upon  said  bridge,  in  its  repair,  have 
been  paid  by  the  day,  month,  or  year,  and  at  what  rate;  ana 
whether  any  ofl|eer,  superintendent,'  or  liaiid,  so  employed,  has, 
duriiic  hie  employment,  recefred  compensation  fo^  any  oiher 
public  service,  and  how  much. 

Mr.  BAKER,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  o( 
Thomas  W.  Drewry. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGN9. 

Mr.  BOWNB,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds— who  were  instructed,  by 
a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  30th  day  of  De- 
cember laa^t,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abol- 
ishing the  offiee  of  Commissioner  of  Public  BuQd- 
ings  in  this  city,  or  of  reducing  his  compensations- 
made  a  written  report,  in  wbidi  the  committee  set 
forth  the  inexpediency  of  abolishing  the  office. 
They,  however,  thought  Ih^  salary  shonid  be  r»> 
duced;  bnt  they  deemed  it  invidious  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  this'  o^^cer,  without  embracing  in  the 
same  bill  the  salaries  of  other  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment similarly  situated,  which,  with  the  same 
propriety  and  justice,  required  leduction. 

He  was  understood  to  move  that  the  report  be 
printed,  (which  was  agreed  to,)  and  that  it  be  re- 
fened  to  the  Select  Committee  on  RetreachmenL 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  said  he  had  a  bill  on  iHat 
subject,  which  he  wished  to  present;  and  for  the  in- 
troduction of  which,  as  objection  was  made,  he 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  bill  was  read,  for  the  information  of  the 
House.  It  was  ^An  act.  to  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,"  and 
proposed  to  fix  the  salary  at  #9,000,  instead  of 
|3^000,  as  heretofore. 

.    Mr.  CLIFFORD  hoped  the  bill  would  be  re- 
ceived, and  passed. 

The  House  agreed  to  suspend  the  rules  for  its 
reception;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  FILLBftQRB  said  it  wonld  be  better  to  put 
dM  bill  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  its  engrossment, 
with  that  view.    « 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for. 

Mr.  BOWltE  said  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  pursuant  to  the  insufnctions  of  the 
House,  bad  given  this  subject  a  pretty  thorough 
investigation;  and,  while  they  agreed  that  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Commissioner  shonid  be  reduced,  thU 
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committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  wonld  be  lu  ridr, 
ioiu  to  reduce  in  an  isolated  case,  when  the  o^cer 
was  receiving  no  greater  excess  of  salary  than  nine- 
tenths  of  the  officers  of  the  Government.  The 
subject  of  salaries  generally  had  been  referred  ton, 
select  committee,  from  whom  it  was  expected  that 
a  general  bill^  reducing  all  salaries,  as  far  as  pro- 
priety would  adpiit,  would  be  received;  and  to  that 
committee  they  wished  this  particular  case  to  go, 
with  the  report  of  the  committee.  But  now  a  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  Public  Boildings^nay, 
a  single  member  of  tbat  committee,  on  his  own 
motion,  sought  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
introduction  of  a  bill  in  this  isolated  case,  wiibout 
waiting  for  the  printing  of  the  report  jast  made, 
and  now  it  was  put  upon  its  engrossment,  and  a 
disposition  was  shown  to  pass  it  nght  off.  Wbera 
was  his  colleague  from  New  York,  [Mr.  J.  C. 
CLiai,]  who,  a  few  minutes  ago,  protested  against 
hasty  legislation  wlilh  a  bill  was  before  the  Honse, 
supported  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee 
ot  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Kendall?^a  bill 
which  the  chairman  of  tbat  committee  declared 
had  more  merits  than  any  other  bill  which  had 
been  reported  to  this  Housed  He  was  silent  now| 
and  when  a  bill  relating  to  the  salary  of  tn  officer, 
who  was  in  the  situation  of  nearly  all  other  officers 
of  this  Gk»veromenl,.was  brought  in,  U  was  pushed 
through  with  hot  haste,  and  was  to  be  passed  with- 
out any  consideration  whatever.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
was  not  opposed  to  retrenchment,  but  in  favor  of 
it;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  oppression  of  an  m^ 
dividual  when  he  saw  that  he  was  singled  out  by 
the  malice  of  ojie  mkn-^he  did  not  mean  any  cue 
member  of  this  House,  or  of  a  committee  of  this 
House — ^but  a  single  man  who  was  out  of  either, 
but  resident  in  this  dty— while  others  io  a  similar 
sitnation  were  left  untouched. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  this  bill  proposed  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  Oommissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  they  had  the  statement  of  the  gemleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Bowns]  that  the  committee 
unanimously  favored  the  reduction;  and  yet  objecr 
tion  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  came  from  that  gen- 
tleman alone,  after  he  had  presented  a  report  from, 
a  conunittee  recommending  such  reduction — which 
committee  should  have  reported  a  bill  to  carry  out 
their  own  recommendation.  The  Hoof  e,  however, 
had  permitted  one  of  its  members  to  report  a  bUl, 
and  he  did  not  deem  its  passage,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  legislating  in  hot  haste.  What 
did  the  bill  propose?  To  reduce  the  salary  of  a 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government  to  |2,000— a 
sum  exceeding  the  salary  of  many  of  the  Governors 
of  the  States  of  this  (Jnion,  and  of  many  of  the 
judges  of  the  States,  whose  station  required  talents 
and  energies  far  greater  and  superior  to  those 
required  by  the  duties  of  the  office  in  question.  At 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  he  thought  he  should 
best  consult  the  wishes  of  the  House  by  drmanding 
the  previous  question.  He  however  withdrew  that 
motion,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BOARDBiAN,  who,  in  the  course  of  some 
observations,  said  it  was  of  some  consequence  that 
this  salary  should  be  fixed  before  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  was  passed,  as  (hereby  provision 
must  be  made  for  its  payment. 

Mr.  WARD,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  said  ihry  were 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  this  salary,  but  they 
thought  it  would  be  invidious  to  reduce  it  alone, 
especially  while  the  postmaster  of  the  House* 
whose  services  were  only  for  three  months  one 
year,  and  about  six  months  the  next,  was  receiving 
§1^500  per  annum;  and  Wilson,  who  oceopied  the 
place  of  an  ofiieer  in  the  rotuodo,  received  |1,500 
for  walking  about  there.  It  sppeared  to  him  that 
those  salaries  should  ft>e  reduced  also,  ^ow,  what 
were  the  ditties  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings?  , 

The  fee-simple  of  the  land  on  which  all  the  pub- 
lic buildings  stand,  and  of  all  the  reservations  and 
unsold  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington,  is  in  the 
Commi»ioner  of  Public  Buildings,  as  succrssor 
of  the  three  first  commissioners  appointed  by  Gen- 
eral Washington.  The  original  conveyances,  and 
Uie  plats  of  Uie  divisions  of  the  lands  between  the 
proprietors  and  the  commissioners,  and  all  the  let- 
ters, minnte-books,  accounts,  and  papers  of  every 
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description  ffi  relation  to  the  city,  are  &\ed  away  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner.  The  books  of  the 
sqoares,  reserTationt,  &c,  with  ibe  divisions  of  (he 
squares  into  lots,  with  the  number  of  square  feel  in 
each  lot,  are  also  kept  in  this  office.  These  records 
are  the  property  of  the  General  Qovernment,  and 
bare  been  placed  in  a  fire- proof  office,  under  the 
charge  &f  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Go?ernment. 
and  responsible  to  it  for  the  faithful  discharge  tit 
hit  duties.    His  principal  duties  are  as  follows: 

To  repon  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  copies  of  all  the 
contracts  for  the  past  year,  the  names  of  the  appli- 
cants for  said  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  their 
lespeotive  bids. 

To  make  to  Congress,  annually,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  a  report  of  the  manner  in 
which  all  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings 
and  gfounds  ha?e  been  appliedi 

To  submit  all  the  estimates  for  public  buildings 
and  grounds  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Qronnds,  to  be  examined  and  approved  by 
them,  before  they  are  reported  to  the  House. 

To  form  all  the  contracts,  and  disburse  all  the 
moneys  for  matertals  fnmished»  or  labor  per- 
formed. 

To  have  a  general  superintendence  of  all  per- 
sons under  kim  in  the  employlnent  of  the  Govern- 
menl,  and  to  pay  them  monthly  the  amount  of  their 
wages. 

To  attend  at  his  office  to  the  calls  of  all  persons 
'On  matters  of  business;  to  make  examinations  for 
them;  and  to  furnish  repoKts,  papers,  and  evi- 
dence from  the  records  of  his  office,  when  called 
for. 

To  ascertain  the  number  and  value  of  public 
lots;  to  make  sales  of  the  same,  when  necessary;  to 
execute  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  purchasers;  and 
to  account  for  the  proceeds; 

To  select  and  value  donation  lots. 

To  attend  to  suits  depending  between  the  United 
States  and  individuals  in  relation  to  the  public 
lots. 

To  cause  regular  entries  to  be  made  of  aU  the 
moneys  paid  away  on  account  of  the  Gk>vemment, 
and  to  keep  each  appropriation  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, and  to'procure  vouchers  (at  his  own  risk)  that 
will  pass  the  treasury. 

To  see  that  the  necessary  alterations  and  repairs 
are  made  at  the  Capitol  and  the  President^  House; 
and  that  the  grounds  at  each  place  are  kept  in 
proper  order. 

To  take  charge  of  the  public  reservations  and 
lots  belonging  to  Government;  and  to  protect  from 
injury  the  buildings,  trees,  shrubs,  enclosures,  cul* 
verts,  pipes,  hydrants,  cisterns,  lamps  and  bridges; 
and  to  prevent  the  removal  of  any  stone^  grave], 
sand,  or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  on 
any  part  of  the  public  grounds  or  lots  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

To  take  an  inventory  of  the  plate  and  furniture 
at  the  Presidents  House,  when  the  President's 
term  of  service  expires. 

To  take  charge  of  the  house  and  furniture  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  his  family,  and  to 
remove  the  plate  to  seme  place  of  safety. 

To  keep  in  order  the  iron  pipes  that  conduct  the 
water  from  Smith's  spring,  by  the  Capitol,  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  to  the  Treasury  and  State 
Departments;  and  from  Fountain  square  to  the 
Presidents  House,  and  to  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
rartments— a  distance  of  more  than  three  miles. 
These,  with  the  fire  plugs,  are  frequently  out  of 
order,  and  require  much  attention. 

To  take  charge  of  the  Potomac  brid^  to  cause 
it  10  be  properly  lighted;  to  guard  against  wanton 
injuries  and  obstmciioos;  and  to  preserve  a  due 
police  on,  or  near  it^  so  as  to  insure  tlMLsafety  of 
the  passengers  auA  of  the  public  property;  to  ap- 
point thtee  efficient  draw-keepers,  and  to  see  that 
Ihey  discharge  their  duties  faithfully. 

To  cause  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  joint  orders  of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  the  care,  preservation, 
and  orderly  keeping  and  police  of  the  Capitol  and 
its  appurtenances,  to  be  enforced  by  the  five  watdh- 
men  or  poli  ^e  officers  appointed  by  him,  and  who 
are  rei^ponsible  to  him  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duties. 


To  prohibit  retrebhoaents  to  be  sold  in  any  part 
of  the  building  or  its  appendages,  except  in  such 
reoms  as  are  appropriated  to  that  purpose  by  Con- 
gresB^  and  that  the  bills  of  rates  of  the  restaurateurs 
(after  having  been  approved  by  him)  be  kept  past- 
ed up  in  each  room.  '^ 

To  caose  the  Capitol  square  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  to  be  properly  lighted  up  on  dark 
rainy  nights,  and  when  the  moon  affords  no  light. 

To  pay  the  captain  and  the  auxiliary  watch 
their  compensation  monthly,  and  to  settle  the  ac- 
count at  the  proper  department. 

The  he^  of  each  bureau  has  under  him  many 
experienced  and  well-informed  clerks,  who  can 
transact,  and  have  transacted,  the  business  of  the 
office,  for  weeks  at  a  time,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chief,  without  any  public  incmvenience.  Not  so 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings.  The 
nature  of  his  duties  is  such  it^  to  require  his  almost 
daily  attention  to,  and  inspection  of,  the  various 
subjects  Committed  to  his  chargoi 

The  Commissioner  has  disbursed  and  accounted 
for  more  than  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  within  the  last  six  years;  and  will  have 
heavy  disbursements  to  make  every  year.  More 
fire-proof  buildings  are  needed,  and  must  be  built, 
to  protect  from  the  ravages  of  the  fire  the  very 
many  valuable  papers  and  documents  which  are 
now  deposited  in  unsafe  buildings,  and  in  rented 
houses.  As  the  improvements  increase,  the  duties 
of  Uie  Commissioner  are  necessarily  increased. 

Now,  while  the  committee  were  disposed  to  have 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  reduced,  they 
thought,  injustice  to  that  officer,  who  had  faithfully 
discharged  his  duties,  he  should  not  be  $elecled  for 
retrenchment,  while  others  were  left  untouched. 
He  (Qftr.  Ward)  was  in  favor  of  retrenchment; 
and  he  hoped  and  trusted  it  would  go  on.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  proceed,  as  be  was  sure 
there  was  a  disposition  to  retrench — to  carry  it  out 
In  the  bill  making  appropriations  for.  the  navy, 
which  was  partially  discussed;  and  not  only  in  the 
navy  and  the  army,  but  in  the  civil  offices  likewise; 
and  that  the  House  would  not  thus  invidiooely  se- 
lect an  officer  who  had  faithfully  discharged  his 
duties. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  1^3,000,  and  inserting  |1,500;  and.  on 
this  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  the  main 
question  was  ordered,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Bronson]  was  agreed 
to;  thereby  reduoing  the  salary  from  |3,000  to 
|1,500. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  desirous  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  appending  thereto  his  bill  to  reduce  the  com- 
pensation of  members  of  Congress;  but  he  was  in- 
formed that  stich  a  motion  was  i|ot  in  order.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  WISE  requested  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  AavoLD}  to  move  to  recommit  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  embrace^all  the  other 
reductions  wfiich  had  been  proposed—and  especially 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  members  of  Congress.  As  he  had  the 
floor,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  make  that  motion  in  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BOWNE  called  for  th^  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  the  previous  question 
would  not  be  entertained;  as,  thereby,  his  motion 
would  be  cnt  off". 

Mr.  WISE.  Will  the  previous  queition  cut  00" 
my  motion  to  recommit? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  we  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  it.        ' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered.  The  pre- 
vious question  was  4hen  seconded— the  vote  in  the 
affirmative  (taken  by  Messrs.  Wjbllbr  and  Liirir) 
being  110.    The  noes  Were  not  taken. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  rejected— yeas  31,  nays  161,  as 

follows: 

YEAS— Maanv.  Adaou,  Barto^  Bowne,  WiUiau  O.  But- 
ler, John  Campbell,  Bteley  N.  Clarke,  Cron,  Cuehiag,  Daw. 
■on,  Dolg,  Bvere^  Gikner,  Oraoceiy  Henry,  Helmet,  Ho«. 
ard,  WilOam  W.  irvrin,  LoweH,IBieKeMi«n,  Powell,  Alexan. 
d«  H.  H.  0(«art,9ttaiier|lWiMMrro,  RichMd  W.  Thompssa, 


Underwood,  Ward,   WaiteiBon,  WeUer,  Bdwttid  Dl   WtiHa, 
and  Wise— 31.  ,      ^ 

NAYS—Meaers.  Allen,  Sherlock  J. Andcews,  AAold^Amer- 
ton,  Aycrigg,   Baboock,   Baker,  Barnard,   Beeson, 
Black,  Blair,  Boardman.  B'^J,  Breweter,  "" —    ' 
Bronson,  A-  v .  Brown,  M.  Brown,  C.  Bro^ 

Burke,  Biumell,  William  Butler,  Green   ...  w.^...^^, 

rick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun.  WiUiam  B.  GampbeH,  nomM 
J.  Campbell,  Carmhers,  Cary,  Ca«>y,  Chapmaa,  Oukk, 
Chittenden.  John  C.  Clark,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Colqaitt,  7«m«i 
Cooper,  Blark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Craoiton,  Owwtotd, 
Dantel,  Garrett  Darie,  Richard  D.  Daivia,  Dean,  Dabarry, 
Doan,  Eastman.  John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Feiaenden,  FiflnMse, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  A.  LawreDoa 
Foeter,  ThodnaeF.  F<)8ter,  Gamble,  Galea,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Old. 
dinga,  WUIiam  a  Goode,  Gordon,  Grabav,  Gwin,  Hawiwd, 
Haya,  Hopkina,  Houck,  HouMon,  Hubard,  Hudaon.  Hnat, 
Charlea  J.  Ineeraoll,  Joaeph  R.  Ingemll,  Jack.  Care  JohoMm, 
Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Lane,  Lum,  Lit* 

Sifield,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay, 
cKeon,  Hallory,  Alfred  Marahall,  Samaon  Bftaeon,  Mathioc, 
Mathewa,  MaOocka,  Maxwell,  Mayncrd^  MedilL  Mariwedier, 
Mkchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Monrif,  Morrow,  Netfbarf,  OUvefv 
Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenier,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pearca.  Pea- 
dleton,  Pope,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Rayner,  Read,  Red- 
ing, Rancher,  Reynolda,  Ridaway,  Rign,  Rodney,  Rogen, 
Rooserelt,  WillUm  Russell,  Jamea  M.  Ruaiell,  Sabonaiall, 
Sanford,  Saondera,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shiekk,  TraniMt 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  SUnly,  Steeorod,  Stokely, 
Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Jacob  Tbomp- 
aon,  Tlllinghaat,  Toland,  Toralinson,  Triplect,  Tnniay,  War- 
ren, WaahiDgton,  Westbrook,  Joaeph  L.  While,  Chneophar 
H.  WiUiama,  Joseph  L.  WilUama,  Winthrop,  Wood,  Yodce, 
Augustua  Young,  and  John  Young— 161. 

The  nutin  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  pot; 
and  thf  bill  passed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  the  morning 
hour  had  not  expired? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  moired  that  the  Honee  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
committee,  with  a  view  to  take  np  his  re trenehment 
bill,  No.  548— [iaoghter]— the  most  important  bill 
now  before  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorx]  had 
precedence. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER,  by  general  consent,  iniro- 
daced  a  bill  '^amendatory  of  the  act  establishing  m 
braneh  mint  at  Dablonega,  Georgia,  and  deftning 
the  duties  of  assay er  and  coiner."  The  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker's  ta- 
ble for  the  action  of  the  House, 

Mr.  ARNOLD  ro&e  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  he  was  to  understand  the 
Speaker  as  having  decided  that  bis  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  particular  bill 
(No.  548)  was  cut  of  order? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  moiion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  had  precedence.  HeMig* 
gested  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  \Mi* 
AftNOLD]  might  aitain  his  object  by  moving  to  take 
up  his  bill  in  committee,  which  a  majority. woald 
be  competent  to  do. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  never  could  get  the  floor 
in  committee.  The  presiding  officer  idways  hap- 
pened to  be  against  him. 

Mr.  QILMER  gave  notice  that  he  should  take 
the  earliest  opportunity,  when  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole^  to  niove  to 
take  up  the  bill  reported  la&t  session  from  the  Se- 
lect Committee  on  the  Currency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  going  into  oom- 
mittee,  and  decided  in  the  affirmati?e — ayes  lOI* 
noes  not  counted.  (Mr.  Allkn  of  Maine  took  die 
chair) 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  4hat  the  committee  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  navy  biO,  with 
a  view  to  take  up  his  bill,  (No.  548  ) 

Tellers  were  ordered,  [Messrs.  Read  and  tTHDia- 
WOOD,]  and  reported  ayes  55,  noes  79. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  postpone  the  aSTy 
approj^riation  bill. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONa 

The  committee  then  resumed  the  eonsideiatioa 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sapport 
of  the  navy;  the  question  being  on  the  anaeiidbeat 
of  Mr.  McRiwaTHsa,  reducing  the  pay  of  the 
officers  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  PaoFFJT  (who  was  entitled  to  the  laar) 
not  being  in  the  hall, 

B&r.  CAVE  JOHNSON  observed  thai  the  qicih 

tion  before  the  committee  was  a  very  liatitedaaey 

and  should  not,  he  thought,  bong,  on  nigr  foMral 

I  debateasiotbemeritaof  thenavyoritaiiaa.  kwas 
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ekapljr  a  qatation  of  doUars  and  cents  to  the  officers, 
and»as  &aob  only,  should  be  considered.  When 
(he  praeentSecretaiy  of  ihe  NaTy  eame  into  office, 
he  made  a  large  addition  to  the  rfi&cers,  mnch  greater 
than  had  been  made  in  any  preceding  admiDistra- 
tion;  and  the  number,  therefore,  being  so  greatly  in* 
creasedt  offered  another  reason  why  the  pay  should 
be  e«(  down.  If  (said  Mr.  J  )  yon  mast  have  so 
many  officers,  yon  most  have  them  at  a  lower  pay. 
The  ehairsiaa  of  the  Naval  Committee,  [Mr. 
Wjts,]  in  bis  remarks  on  this  subject  the  other 
day,  had  made  a  mistake,  which  he  wished  to  cor- 
rect. The  gentleman  sa'd  that  there  was  bnt  lit- 
t'e  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  by  the  act  of 
1835;  and  he  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  the  ttmend- 
menc  prevailed,  it  wonld  cat  them  down  to  less 
than  what  they  received  prior  to  that  act.  Now, 
by  the  act  of  1835,  the  increase  of  pay,  according 
to  his  understanding  of  it,  amounted  to  but  little 
short  of  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  report  of  the 
Seerelary  of  the  Navy  of  the  1st  March.  1843, 
showed  that,  prior  to  the  act  of  1835,  captains  re- 
ceived |100  per  month,  and  eight  rations  per  day; 
and  that  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  |1,950, 
whkh  common  captains  were  entitled  to.  He 
was  aware  that,  besides  this,  they  had  extra  al- 
lowances for  fuel  and  quarters^  dbc.*,  but  he  appre- 
hended that  these  emoluments  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  per  year- 
making,  in  all,  a  pay  of  |3,500  per  year.  But, 
under  the  act  of  1835,  the  renior  eaptain  was  enii- 
tW  to  |4,500;  captains  commanding  squadrons  to 
HOOO;  and  captains  on  leave,  |3.500.  Now,  this 
showed  for  the  senior  captain  a  pay  of  nearly  one 
hundred  per  cent,  over  the  pay  prior  to  1835.  In 
addition  to  this  |4,500,he  receives  one  ration  per  day. 
The  gentleman,  in  his  history  of  the  act  of  1835,  gave 
the  mode  in  which  an  investigation  was  made  by  a 
committee  of  the  Hoose  into  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  their  expenses  of  living;  and  siid  that 
the  naval  officers  were  admitted  to  the  conferencse 
of  the  committee.  Now,  be  apprehended  that  if 
the  gentleman  would  call  the  officers  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government  before  a  commit* 
tee,  to  inquire  what  pay  they  should  receive,  he 
would  find  none  of  them  disposed  to  be  very  eco- 
nomical. He  would  observe,  however,  that,  at 
the  time  the  act  of  1835  was  passed,  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  so  much  money  that  it  did  not  know  what 
to  do  with  it;  and  hence  the  liberal  scale  by  which 
the  pay  of  the  navy  was  gradnaied. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  he  was  to  understand  the 
gentleman  that  (he  pay  of  the  captains  was  advanced 
nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  by  the  act  of  1835. 
The  gentleman  admitted  that  they  received  |3,500 
prior  to  1835,  so  that  a  reduction  of  twenty  *  per 
cent,  would  bring  them  down  to  where  they  were 
when  that  act  was  passed.  Mr.  W.  then  referred 
to  the  English  and  French  services.  The  pay  of 
Britbh  flag  officers,  [admirals,]  was  12,775  dollars 
per  annum;  that  of  French  rear  admirals,  43,112 
franca,  or  8,900  dollars  per  annum. 

Bfr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  apprehended  (hat  the 
gentleman  would  not  contend  that  we  ought  to  give 
our  poet  captains  as  mueh  as  admirals  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy.  It  was  not  the  question,  with  us,  what 
the  British  or  French  Governments  paid  their 
officers;  but  the  question  wav,  what  we  should  give 
our  naval  officers,  in  proportion  to  the  salaries  of 
other  officers  of  the  Oovemnsent,  theservices  render- 
ed  by  them,  and  the  rate  of  living  in  this  country. 

In  1835,  when  the  act  was  passed,  the  price  of 
every  article  of  living  was  almost  double  what  it 
now  is,  and  the  country  had  its  treasury  full  to 
oversowing.  Now,  the  treasury  was  empty,  and 
the  prices  of  living  were  very  much  reduced. 
When  they  canoe  to  look  at  the  pay  of  the  senior 
captains,  (A4,500.)  they  would  find  that  there  were 
vcfv  iiew  officers  of  the  Qovemmeat  who  received 
stmlugh  aalariesf  and  yet  there  were  sixty*  eight  or 
sixty-nine  of  them,  when  there  was  no  earthly 
reason  why  4here  should  be  so  maay. 

If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Geor- 
gia prevailed,  naval  captains  would  then  get  |3,600 
per  annum,  and  commanders  |2,100.  Lteutenants 
BOW  received  |1,800  per  year— more  than  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress;  and  he  wonld  ask  if  there  was 
aaVthfng  in  the  service  oi  these  officers  that  entitled 
thcM  10  gvt*ier  pay  than  members  of  thatHonsel 


Compare  the  labors  of  one  with  the  other,  together 
with  the  compensation  they  received,  and  it  would 
be  agreed  by  all  that  members  of  that  House  would 
do  well  to  exchange  with  officers  of  the  navy.  He 
admiUed  the  importance  ef  (he  navy;  yet  be  could 
not  agree  that  there  was  any  neceeiity  for  increas- 
ing the  number  of  officers  to  (he  extent  that  had 
been  done  by  the  present  Secretary.  He  trusted 
that  the  next  Congress,  ^hen  th^  come  here, 
wouM  take  up  the  navy  and  army  hoib,  and  bring 
them  down  to  a  size  commensurate  with  the  pres- 
ent situation  ef  the  country.  The  expenditures  of 
the  Qovemment  never  could  be  brought  within 
reasonable  limits  until  both  these  branches  of  the 
public  service  were  greatly  reduced. 

Mr.  FE8SBNDEN  opposed  the  amendment  at 
considerable  length,  and  objected  to  tiie  mode  in 
which  the  reduction  was  proposed  to  be  made— in 
an  appropriation  bill,  instead  of  a  special  bill  for 
(he  purpof e,  after  a  mature  examination  of  the 
whole  subject  by  a  committee  of  the  House.  He 
Was  not  satisfied  wiUi  the  arguments,  brought  for- 
ward by  (he  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  expenses  of  living  were  so  much 
reduced  below  what  they  were  in  1835,  that  the 
pay  of  the  officers  should  be  reduced  accordingly. 
He  had  seen  no  evidence  of  this,  and  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  navy  officers  were  subjected,  to  less 
expense  for  living  now,  than  ihey  then  were.  He  ^id 
not  believe  that  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the 
navy  ^ta  the  proper  way  to  correct  the  abuses  in 
it;  and  he  thought  that  many  of  these  abuses  were 
more  to  be  charged  to  the  administration  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  than  to  the  navy.  It  was 
the  restoration  of  officers  to  their  rank  and  pay,  who 
had  been  broken  by  the  proper  tribuhals,  that 
tended  more  to  destroy  the  discipiine  and  efficiency 
of  the  navy  thatt  anything  else.  He  commented 
on  the  restoration  ot  Captain  Levy,  after  being 
court  martialed  four  times;  and  of  the  evil  influ- 
ence which  such  examples  exercised  in  the  navy. 
He  quoted  (he  opinion  of  a  distinguished  officer, 
that  Democracy  would  b^  subversive  of  ^U  order 
on  board  a  man  of-war;  and  reprobated  inflamma- 
tory addresses  on  shore  respecting  the  navy,  which 
were  productive  of  a  disorgani^ng  spirit  in  the 
service.  He  Uien  proceeded  with  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  generally. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  it  seemed  to  be  conceded 
on  all  hands  that  in  the  year  1835  the  pay 
of  officers  in  the  navy  was  very  much  increased; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs [Mr.  Wisb]  had  undertaken  to  account  for 
that  increase  on  the  ground  that  the  pay  of  the  of- 
ficers before  that  time  was  insufficient.  Now,  his 
recollection  was  (though  he  was  not  m  member  of 
this  House  at  that  time,  and  his  information  was 
consequently  derived  from  what  was  published  in 
the  newspapers  of  \bt  day)  that  the  ground  of  com- 
plaint was  not  so  much  that  the  officers  of  the 
navy  were  under  paid,  as  that  they  were  not  so  well 
paid  as  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  oAcere 
employed  in  other  branches  of  the  public  &ervi<ie. 
This  general  recollection  of  his  was  strengthened 
by  a  document  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  He 
then  quoted  from  that  document  (which  was  con- 
tained in  Oalts  and  Beaton^  Debates)  the  follow- 
ing statement: 

"There  are  now  but  four  captains  of  the  navy 
comatanding  squadrons-^called  commodores  by 
courtesy — who  each  receive,  while  employed  as 
such,  flOO  per  month  -  •    |1,S00  00 

Sixteen  rations  per  diem,  at  95  cents  ^      1,440  00 
Allowance  for  cabin  furniture  -        300  00 


fiiajor  general's  pay  per  year 


i2,d4aoo 

-    8,807  64 


Balance  in  favor  of  major  general       -  |5  867  64 

Brigadier  general's  pay  and  emoluments, 
including  fuel  at  |150  -  -  (6,048  32 

Captain  of  the  navy,  commanding  a  ship 
of  the  line    •  •  .  -    SK,ieo  00 


Balance  in  favor  of  brigadier  general  •  |3,888  32 

All  the  brigadiers  in  the  aimy  receive  4he  pay  of 
majoc  generals;  and  aeailyy  if ^  aot  qnitCi  all  the 


colonels  receive  brigadier^  pay;  while  the  sea  pay 
of  a  captain  in  the  navy,  with  all  his  allowances, 
is  per  year  ....  |3,160 

Shore  pay  .....  1,930 
Master  commandant's  sea  pay,  with  extra 

furniture,  is        .  .  .  .    1,350 

Shore  pay  .  .  .  .  .     1,170 

LientenAnt^s  ....      960" 

This,  then,  was  the  ground,  or  one  of  the  grounds, 
of  the  increase  of  pay  in  1835.  The  complaint 
was,  that  they  were  not  as  ^eil  paid  as  the  officers 
of  the  army;  but  those  gentlemen  who  advocated 
that  increase  of  pay,  did  not  inquire  whether  the 
officers  of  the  army  were,  or  were  not,  paid  too 
much.  There  could' be  no  doubt  but  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  times,  the  inflation  of  the  currency^ 
and  the  high  price  of  every  commodity,  had  an  ef- 
fect, at  that  time,  uppn  the  regulation  of  the  pay 
of  the  officers  cf  the  navy.  But  now  there  wsa  a 
change  in  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
country;  and  the  property  and  produce  of  the  coun- 
try were  now  extremely  low,  and  the  means  of  liv- 
ing were  far  cheaper  than  in  the  year  1835.  IIm 
country  was  returning  from  an  inflated  paper  to  a 
specie — a  real  and  a  constitutional  currency.  They 
were  coming  back  to  the  commercial  currency  of 
the  world,  from  one  of  expanded  paper  promises; 
and  he  saw  no  good  reason  why  the  salaries  rf^the 
officers,  which  were  fixed  in  times  of  inflation, 
should  not  change  with  a  change  of  circumstances. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af« 
fairs  had  likewise  said  that  the  pay  of  th.  officers 
of  the  American  navy  was  two  thirds  le»  than  the 
pay  of  the  officers  in  the  British  navy;  and  he 
went  further,  and  said  it  was  necessary  to  hold  up 
their  pay  at  the  present  high  rates,  that  when  on 
foreign  stadbnsthey  might  entertain  fbreign  princes. 
But  he  (Mr.  O.Vventured  to  assert  that  the  salaoT 
of  no  captain,  be  it  what  it  might,  if  he  gave  en* 
tertainment  to  foreign  princes  on  board  his  ship, 
paid  for  that  eniertainment  It  was  eomehow 
made  up  out  of  the  stores  of  ths  ship,  or  somehoi^ 
or  other— -he  knew,  not  how  it  was  managed— was 
paid  for  by  the  Gk>verniaent  of  the  countxy^ 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  proof  of  that,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  a  single  case.  He  said  he  denied  that  it 
wasso. 

Mr.  GK)RDON  challenged  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  prodace  proof  that  the  salary  of  any 
American  officer  ever  paid  for  such  entertainments 
to  foreign  princes. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
from  New  Tork  that,  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  a  captain  could  not  charge  the  expenses  to 
this  Qovemment  of  the  entertainments  which  (in 
the  Mediterranean,  for  instance)  a  captain  must 
necevsarily  give  to  a  French  or  an  English  admi- 
ral who  had  previously  entertained  such  American 
officer  on  board  his  ship.  And  there  was  not  a 
naval  officer  in  our  set  vice,  who  wears  two  epau- 
lettes, who  would  not  disdain  the  imputation  that 
they  ateal  the  means  to  furnish  their  hospitality. 

Mr.  KINO  made  some  observations  which  were 
not  heard  at  the  reporter^  desk. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  all  he  intended  was  to  ex- 
press his  deep  conviction  that  these  entertainments 
were  not'  paid  for  out  of  (he  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  it  was  on  record,  from  the 
head  of  one  of  the  bureaus,  that  officers  in  the  navy 
had  taken  the  ship-stores.  The  charge  was  made 
that  the  officers  had  used  the  wine  shipped  for  hos- 
pital purposes. 

Mr.  WISB  denied  that  such  was  the  fact.  He 
knew  what  the  charge  was,  and  it  was  entirely  dif« 
ferent. 

Mr.  GORDON  continued.  Let  (hat  be  as  it 
might,  he  had  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he 
ventured  to  say  (ha#the  country  had  its  opinion; 
and  gentlemen  might  make  there  what  statements 
they  pleased.  But  did  the  efficiency  of  our  navy  de- 
pend on  the  ability  to  give  entertainment  to  foreign 
prineesi  Was  the  navy  organized  for  (hat  pur- 
pose? 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  -on  Naval  Af- 
fhirs  had  said  it  took  twenty  years  to  educate  a 
lieutenant  for  the  navy;  that  they  might  build  a 
ship  in  tluree  mon&s,  tmt  that  they  could  not  mako 
an  oflleer  in  less  than  twenty  years.    Bnt  if  it  todl 
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BO  lc«f»  iMi^Mfc  fii^WML-MrtiifiBd  th»ttof1nd 
dQlIer  apprehensions  than  he  supposed  them  to 
have.  He  rather  should  eonckuie  that  the  state- 
ment vas  an  exaggeration,  and  a  far«fetcbed  aigu* 
mettty  to  sastatn  the  pay  of  those  officers  at  its  pree* 
ent  rate.  ^ 

He  knew  it  might  be  said — and  probably  it  bad 
been  said — that  they  ought  not  to  draw  a  coQipari« 
son  between  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  navy 
and  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  cbil  depart- 
ments of  one  GkTcmment,  because  the  officers  of 
the  navy  had  our  fighting  to  do,  and  had  to  encona- ' 
ter  the  perils  of  the  sea.  Bnt  they  were  now  about 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  those  officers  in  a  time  of 
ptofound  peace;  they  were  not  now  reqaiied  to  en- 
counter the  perils  of  battle — uniesp,  indeed,  the  ta^ 
kingofMontereyiand  the  whipping  of  onr  sea- 
men, and  (he  exercise  of  tyranny  over  the  appren- 
tices, were  worthy  to  be  so  characterized.  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  had  alinded  to  the  case  of 
Capt.  Levy;  and,  from  that  case,  he  travelled  into 
an  argament  against  the  extension  of  the  principles 
of  Democracy  to  the  navy;  and  thence  deduieea  an 
argument  in  fayor  of  high  salaries,  because  high 
salaries  were  necessary  to  sustain  that  branch  of 
aristocracy. 

Hfr.  FESSENDEN  explfimed. 

Mr.  QO^ON  reiterated  the  language  quoted  by 
thegentleman  from  Mftine,  Irom  a  post«eaptain — 
thatthe  principles  of  Democracy  might  do  very 
well  on  land,  but  they  would  not  answer  ou  board 
a  maU'O^war;  and  coupled  this  with  the  earnestness 
with  which  the  g«ntleman  from  Maine  contended 
for  high  salaries,  that  that  branch  of  oar  ariitoo- 
racy  might  ape  the  manners  and  practices  of  the 
officers  of  the  British  navy.  That  perfect  equality 
conld  be  established  on  board  a  man-of-war,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  assert;  but  an  approach  might 
be  made  to  it,  by  a  regulation  of  the  pay  of  our 
officers. 

He  wished  there  was  mofe  practical  talent  in  the 
navy,  iess  aristocrncy,  and  less  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  Xo  lord  it  orer  their  inferiors. 
He  wished  to  see  more  hunuuitty  zeroised,  and 
more  practical  knowledge  and  experience  mani- 
fested. He  solemnly  believed  that  the  navy  was 
now  on  the  road  to  ruin;  and  what  was  accomplish^ 
ing  ii?  He  answered,  the  military  vanity  of  the 
officers,  which,  as  it  were,  sublimated  their  com- 
mon sense,  and  put  htgh*fiown  notions  into  their 
heads.  Indeed,  be  almost  began  to  believe  that  the 
navy,  as  at  present  organized,  should  be  abolished, 
and  a  better  and  more  practical  organ izatien 
bronght  abouL  He  did  not  like  to  see  so  many 
midshipmen  selected  froa>  one  State;  nor  did  he  like 
to  see  those  who  were  bred  i^  in  commercial  circles 
overlooked,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  young  men 
of  aristoeratical  pretensions. 

[Here  a  message  from  the  President,  by  the 
hands  of  IL  Tyler,  esq.,  announced  that  he  had 
signed  and  approved  certain  bills,] 

As  he  was  sajring,  he  had  begim  to  think  that  it 
would  be  better  to  abolish  the  navy,  and  organise 
it  on  a  more  practical  basis.  He  was  no  enemy  to 
the  navy.  He  was,  on  the  contrary,  proud  of  it-as 
the  right  arm  of  our  nationlil  defence.  He  was 
proud  of  what  it  had  aoocmpiished— of  what  it  had 
done;  not  of  ^hat  it  was  now  doing.  He  could 
net  feel  any  gratification  at  what  had  recently  oc- 
curred on  the  Pacific  ocean;  nor  was  he  proud  of 
what  was  done  in  the  case  of  Captain  Levy,  who 
wa?  tried  by  a  conil-martial,  and  cashiered,  but 
whose  sentence  was  parily  remitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent. He  was  not  proud  of  the  fact  that  many  of 
our  ships  lay  rouing  at  foreign  ports.  He  wished 
to  see  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  restored;  and  he 
thought  it  con  Id  best  be  done  by  cutting  down  the 
high  salaries.  The  pay  of  the  officers  was  now  se 
high  as  to  produce  a  combination  of  inftuenee, 
which  overpowered  the  Executive.  Crowds  of  ap- 
plicants were  always  ready  to  go  into  the  service; 
and  the  consequence. was,  that  the  number  of  olfr> 
cers  was  continually  increased  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  country.  There  were  two  classes  of  men  in 
this  country:  the  first  were  willing  to  serve  their 
country  for  a  reasonable  eompeasation,  and  do 
their  daty,  for  the  honor  of  the  places  they  might 
have  been  called  to  6Ui  the  other  chMS  fought  for 
P^Jt  tor  pUtftder  aad  the  sfoils^-ever  seramfoli&g 


tot  plaees  whefc  the  pay  wa^  high,  and  alwayi 
beleaguering  the  appointing  power. 

He  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  case  of  Captain  Levy,  who  was  so 
unjustly  treated  for  no  crime  whatever.  What 
was  the  offence  (or  which  a  court-martial  deter- 
mined that  Captain  Levy  &hould  be  dismissed  from 
the  navy?  A  boy  on  board  his  ship  disobeyed  an 
(Mrder,  aiod  mocked  his  officer.  Captain  Levy— in- 
stead of  applying  to  his  bare  back  the  cat*o*-nioe^ 
taito  until  the  fiesh  was  cut  open,  and  the  blood 
streamed  dowu*-determined  to  shame  the  boy,  by 
applying  a  little  ur  and  a  few  feathers;  thus  in- 
flicting a  less  cruel,  but  much  more  effectual  pun- 
ishment. The  ease  was  pat^  over  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  not  until  the  present 
Secretary  came  into  office  was  the  matter  dug  up, 
and  Captain  Levy  brought  to-trial  before  acourt- 
martiaL  He  was  subjected  to  an  immense  ex- 
pense, and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice. The  President  interflMred^and  commuted  the 
sentence  to  one  year's  suspension.  All  this  was 
because  Captain  Levr  resorted  to  the  less  cruel 
and  more  hutuane  punishment  of  tar  and  featlwrs, 
instead  of  stripping  the  boy,  and  lacerating  his  per- 
son in  the  pr^ence  of  the  whole  ship^  company ! 
Such  was  a  speeimen  of  the  manner  in  which  jus- 
tice was  admlnistera)  ia  the  navy  t 

But  whgl  was  the  difference  between  the  pay  of 
officers  of  the  navy  now,  and  that  prior  to  1835t 
He  avecred  that,  in  most  oases,  the  pay  bad  been 
nearly  doubled,  hi  1835|  there  were  four  post^ 
eaptuihs  commanding  squadrons,  who  received 
|3,940  each.  The  same  officers  now  received 
|4,500  each.  So  In  relation  to  other  salaries,  he 
thought  a  simitar  elevation  would  be  found  to  have 
taken  plate.  But  there  was  some  excuse  for  the 
increase  of  pay  at  that  time.  The  treasury  was 
full,  the  national  debt  paid  off^  the  country  flooded 
with. bank  paper,  everything  inflated,  money  cheap, 
whilst  the  necessaries  of  life  sold  at  a  high  price. 
These  several  circumstances  combined,  made  some 
exeiBe  for  the  increase  of  pay  in  1835.  The  re- 
duction of  salaries  30  per  cent,  would  not  bring 
tbe  pay  of  the  navy  to  where  it  was  before  that 
year.  Even  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  MbeIiwbthbr]  should  succeed, 
the  pay  of  the  officers  would  remain  higher  than  it 
was  before  theyear  1835. 

Whilst  be  was  in  favor  of  reduction  generally, 
he  would  remark  that  there  were  some  whose  sal- 
eries  ought  net  to  t>e  reduced.  Did  he  have  it  in 
his  power,  he  would  so  modify  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as  to  make  the  reduc- 
tion therein  directed  apply  only  to  offieers  receiving 
more  than  (^1,600  per  annum.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  PaoFFrr]  had  remarked,  there 
were-  many  officers  in  the  navy  who  actually  re- 
ceived far  less  compensation  than  the  lacqUeys  of 
this  Government,  and  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. He  (Mr.  G)  wished  to  restore  equality  in 
the  pay  of  those  who  were  in  the  naval  service. 
The  sailor  was  not,  he  thought,  so  well  paid,  in 
proportion,  as  the  officer  who  commanded  him;  nor 
were  the  petty  officers  so  well  remunerated  as  those 
of  a  higtier  grade.  He  was  in  favor  of  republic- 
anifm  in  our  Uavy,  and  opposed  to  the  infliction  of 
unnecessary  punishment.  He  wished  to  see  the 
American  navy  rendered  efficient— not  effeminated,, 
by  officers  brought  up  in  the  lap  of  luxury.  He 
did  not  desire  to  see  or  hear  of  so  many  frolics 
given  on  board  our  vessels  of  war  to  foreign 
princes  and  grandees,  where  our  officers  would 

"Catah  die  mtnoen  Uring  avthe;  rise," 
and  import  them  into  this  country.  Too  many 
foreign  habits  had  already  been  imported — too 
much  affectation  already  introdtlced  into  our  so- 
ciety from  abroad;  and  none  had  had  a  greater 
agency  in  this  importation  of  foreign  customs  than 
our  navy  offisers.  Gentlemen  on  this  floor  were 
continually  holding  up  the  navies  of  England  and 
France  as  models  for  our  imitation — yes,  holding 
up  the  ok)  monarchies  of  Burope  as  fit  examples 
to  be  followed,  in  respect  to  (heir  marine,  by  a 
repulHican  Gk>vemment !  There  was,  he  thought, 
no  need  of  our  going  to  Europe^  or  anywhere  else, 
to  learn  experfme  necessary  fet  the  management 
of  ouv  ships.  There  is  laleht  enough  in  this  coun- 
try for  thatj  and  eaplafns  enough  in  the  merdutnt 


affff  wlifiifig  sehrice,  who,  iu '  ^ 'emagewy  of 
war,  would  be  fhUy  capable  to  take  ttietomiMM 
of  ournalioual  vessels.  At  present,  there  wmb^ 
danger  of  war.  The  people  of  this  oountnrHlid 
the  best  guarauty  ef  peacerwith  England.  Tbijf 
held  a  mortgage  to  secure  that  object,  and,  as  kuv  it 
the  Ganadas  remained  colonies  of  Great  BdliU^ 
England  would  not  dare  to  bring  about  bostObfea* 
There  was  no  danger  of  a  hostile  controvefsy  ta  te» 
lation  to  our  Iforthwestem  territory.  8o  loBg  as 
we  stood  up  for  our  rights,  we  should  be  ibte  |K> 
maintain  them,  without  any  obstacle  from  the  Viijg- 
lish  Government. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
amendment  would  be  so  modified  as  to  exei^ipl 
from  reduction  the  pay  for  these  services  wliidi 
had  been  rendered  by  officers  since  the  eommenee* 
ment  of  the  half  calendar  year,  and  also  that  the 
salaries  of  officers  under  |l,000  would  not  be  re- 
duced. But,  even  if  these  modifications  could  not 
bd  made,  be  should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TILLlNGHAST  opposed  the  amendncBt. 
He  was  at  a  less  to  know  whether  it  p^Mted  A 
deduction  from  the  pay  of  officers,  or  unlftdDiDe 
tax  upon  their  samrics.  He  contended  IM,  it 
would  be<  mahifestly  unjust  to  make  s«^  a  tioH- 
xontal  reduction:  This  horizontal  reduction  wolildf 
it  was  true,  take  flrom  the  superfluities  of  oae  tlflmi 
but  it  also  took  from  the  necessities  of  anothtt.  A 
commodore  with  |4,500  might  afford  to  lose  90  per 
cent  of  his  pay;  but  how  hard  would  it  go  witti  the 
midshipman  serving  On  shore  to  lose  A60  out  of 
#3001  He  argued  that  though  the  salaiy  of  the 
commodore  might  seem  high,  the  highest  quAfifici^ 
tioas  and  the  longest  service  were  required  in  order 
to  obtain  that  post.  Even  the  cashier  of  A  respec- 
table bank,  serving  on  land,  and  with  none  of  tbe 
delieaie  and  responsible  duties  of  the  commAdore  At 
ses,  with  no  lives  to  preserve,  received  fl»,000. 
Why,  then,  should  objection  be  made  to  the  salary 
of  |4,500  for  a  commodore?  Mr.  T.  then  went 
into  a  comparison  of  tbe  pay  and  *  emolununls 
received-  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  prior  to  the 
act  of  1835,  with  what  th^  now  receive,  in  order 
to  show  that  the  increase  was  not  so  great  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tenneseee'contended. 

Ifr.  COOPER  of  Georgia,  after  a  few  prelimi- 
nary observations,  said  that  he  would  huve  prefer- 
red taking  up  the  exchequer  bill  called  for  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Wise,]  before  act- 
ing on  this,  in  order  to  see  what  the  Hovne  was 
disposed  to  do  towards  providing  the  means  of  car- 
rying on  the  GovernmenL  ifot  that  he  wenld 
have  voted  for  that  bifl;  but  he  willed  a  discassioa 
to  arise,  which  would  bring  clearly  before  the 
House  the  present  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
country,  before  settling  the  rale  of  expenditure  for 
an  important  and  costly  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. No  man  who  loved  his  country,  and  who 
looked  beyond  tbe  present  moment— whether 
he  belonged  to  the  j^arty  of  the  Administration, 
or  to  that  party  which  expected  .to  have  tbe 
management  of  public  affairs — but.  mutt  feel 
that  the  Government  is  weighed  down  liy  in- 
creasing debt  and  eml>arrassment,  and  that  a 
heavy  responsibility  rests  on  those  who  have  to 
carry  it  en.  What  was  the  present  condition  of 
public  affain^  Why,  one  party  was  propostug  (he  ^ 
use  of  the  Gk>vernment^  credit  in  the  form  of  |Mt- 
per  money,  allegiDg— and  alleging  truly^-thAt  the 
Government  could  not  be  carried  on  with  its  pres- 
ent means;  that  its  rescurces  were  inade^atej  and, 
with  tbe  present  means  of  collecting  revenue,  no 
prospect  of  a  change  for  the  better.  It  would  be 
found  that  they  were,  in  short,  driven  to  one  or  the 
other  of  three  alternatives:  to  abolish  the  Afl^f  tad 
navy,  und  thus  reduce  (he  public  expendititi(!^r6r 
sort  to  direct  taxes;  or  use  the  credit  of  ^'Ckv- 
emment. 

He  would  now  ask  of  the  Democracy  if  the^  wos 
prepared,  when  they  came  into  powet'i  to  nunMdA 
this  Government  in  its  present  splendid  aud  extav^ 
agant  scale?  Were  they  prepared  to  UMsAtaItt  &e 
navy  as  it  was,  and,  as  the  gentleman  fln>m  Bhods 
Island  said,  to  increase  it?  Were  they  plte^tred  to 
maitttaiu  the  aftny  and  the  dvil  list  on  AejrttB&t 
scalet  ir  they  were,  he  wduM  telt  tliaia  mlhli 
GoverameiH  could  not  stand,  xaAmi^h/fftmM^ 
direct  taxAtioB^  or  to  the  use  of  its  craffir^  the 
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teie^.Mfejc  numejr.    The  altefn«tive  inovtbe 
Ulatios  ui  some  form,  redacUoA,  or  the  we  of 
ero^'l.    Tlw  imposis  were  nor,  and  would  not  be, 
snfleieiH  to  cany  on  the  Qovernment  on  iis present 
magnificent  scale*    Tazaiioi\  upon  tea  and  coffee 
would  ^ot  do,    How»  then,  was  revenue  to  be 
ralsedt    The^t  waa  an  average  balance  against  the 
treftsarj  every  year  of  aeven  miUiouf;  and  in  five 
years  the  debt  wonld  be  forty  millions.    What 
neztT    Wl^>  if  the  gentleman  Lom  Maryland 
[fiir.  WiLuiM    Corr   Johnson]  adhered  to   his 
project  of  issuing  two  bnndred  millions  of  Gov- 
ernment scrip,  the  Democrats  would   be  forced 
into  ilie   support  of  it,  unless  they  reduced  their 
ezpendiuiria.     Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup- 
pose tbat  Um  Qovernment  conld  not  bs  carried  on 
unless  on  a  magnificent  scale}  that  they  must  keep 
pace  with  Great  ^tain  in  her  naval  establish- 
ment, and  be  ready  to  fire  with  her  gun  for  gun. 
In  addition  to  that,  they  were  for  keepmg  up  their 
expenditures  for  internal  improvements,  for  clear- 
ing o«i     ihe    Mississippi    and    Ohio,  removing 
saags  and  sawyers,  A^;  in  effect,  carrying  on  a 
sptodidand  magnificent  Government  with  splen- 
did aaJlUii^.    But  gentlemen  should  reflect,  that 
afl  iliese  things  conld  not  be  done  without  mon^; 
and  die  question  was,  where  was  the  money  to 
eome   frani    Mr.  C.  adverted  to   the  condition 
of  the  cnvntry  at  the  dose  of  the  last  war  with 
Qfeat  Britain,  and  reminded  them  of  the  argu- 
ments nsed   for  the  esiabliibnient  of  a  United 
Stales  Bank,  by  which  many   Democrats  were 
brought  into  the  support  of  that  measure*    Were 
net  g^Hlemen  preparing  the  foundation  for  the 
same  arguments,  and  lending  themselves  to  the  es* 
taMiibmeiit  of  a  similar  institution,  by  persisting 
in  keening  up  the  Government  on  its  present  mag- 
nifieent  scalet    Now,  if  he  were  to  say  that  he 
was  for  abolishing  the  army  and  the  navy,  as  the 
only  mtan^oC  maintaining  the  republie,  he  would- 
be  called  a  Radical;  yet  it  was  his  firm  belief  that 
both  could  be  very  well  dispensed  with,  or  reduced 
to  a  very  small  scale.    We  needed  very  few  ships, 
and  very  few  soldiers;  and  an  expense  of  twelve, 
fourteen,  or,  at  most,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
was  amply  snflkient  to  carry  on  the  Government 
Mr.  C.,  afler  commenting  on  the  many  items  of 
exuaYigant  expenditnre  which  were  in  favor  in 
lbs  Hoace,  lamented  that  there  were  Democrats 
eaongb  on  the  floor  to  join  with  the  Whigs  to- 
monow  in  voting  for  clearing  out  the  Mississippi, 
orMimbnIa,  or  some  other  creek,  and  construct- 
iag  harbors,  dkc.    If  this  course  of  extravagance 
iheaki  be  persislcd  in,  gentlemen  would  be  driven 
U>  the  adoption  of  the  exchequer,  or  so^e  kindred 
seheme.    For  his  part,  he  would  say  that  he  never 
woaU  give  up  the  position  that  this  Government 
bad  not  the  power  to  use  anythiog  as  money  bnt 
gold  and  silver* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  glad  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  M.  A.  Coopbb]  bad  given 
in  hift  adhesion  to  him,  (Mr.  Aaaou)^)  and  that  he 
woald  vote  for  bill  No.  546.  He  was  not  only 
willing  to  cut  down  midshipmen  of  the  navy,  and 
the  pay  of  this  House- 
Bar.  COOPBR  interposed  to  say  that  he  bad  sug- 
gested no  plan  for  cuuing  down  salaries,  but  he 
said  he  wonld  abolish  offices.  He  would  abolU^ 
the  army  and  the  navy. 

Mr.JUWOLD.  The  gentleman,  then,  was  for 
abolishing  the  army  and  the  navy,  before  be  would 
altow  |2  to  be  taken  from  his  own  daily  pay.  That 
was  a  ^ectmen  of  retrenching  Democracy.  If, 
however,  thciy  abolished  the  army  and  the  navyi 
the  people  wotdd  abolish  that  House.  Let  tbcm 
then  aholiah  that  House,  and  abolish  the  Govern- 
■cat;  ladt  as' a  gentleman  near  him  remarked,  let 
every  man  be  his  own  Government.  ThegenUe- 
sua  from  Georgia  was  for  liberal  pay,  and  no  tax. 

[Laaghtei^l 
B[is  thei^  went  on  to  notice  bis  own  exertions  to 

pro^'ra  a.ietreacbment  in  their  expenditures;  and 

btjOngwwd.  that  the  Whig  party  had  failed  him 

vostglievoiialsr,  and  he  feared  they  would  con- 

tim^  ^Uapippoiat  him  most  grievously.'    A  gen- 

tlman  near  him  observed  that  the    Democrats 

^cM^ikk  bf  him,  and  he  h^ped  they  would.    A 

Wtf^n  OeniMoiats,  be  would  do  them  the  Jns- 

tiei  miar,  ^  s«x>^  ^7  turn,  and  be  hoped  they 


would  coDtinue  to  do  so;  for  ret.renchment  was  es- 
sentially necessary.  What  was  the  state  of  the 
treasury,  and  wl  at  was  the  condition  of  the  rev- 
enues? He  was  told  the  revenue  would  not  reach 
$13,000,000.  The  highest  antioipation  was  but 
$15,000,000,  whilst  the  disbursements  would  be  at 
least  double  that  amount,  unless  they  entered  at 
once  on  this  retrenchment.  Such  was  the  pros- 
pect before  Ihem;  and  yet  gentlemen  were  picking 
up  a  solitary  case,  and  cutting  dowii  the  salary  of 
a  single  officer  (tbe  Copunissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings) ope  half.  This  was  done,  too,  by  gentlemen 
who  would  not  consent  tojimt  their  hands  into  their 
owfi  pockets,  and  take  from  their  salaries  even  one- 
fourth;  b^  they  took  one-half  from  one  single  offi- 
cer, with  swelling  aoelamatidn.  Buch  a  proceeding 
was  disgraceful  to  that  House.  He  had  had  a  biU 
in  that  House,  and  be  bad  been  imploring  them  to 
act  upon  it  since  an  early  day  of  the  last  session — a 
bill  which  would  save  to  this  nation  something  like 
$4)000,000;  but  that  bill  they  would  not  touch. 
Whyl  Because  it  reached  themselves.  Did  they 
think  the  country  would  give  them  credit  for  iso- 
lated, pitiful  retrenchment;  while  they  not  only  re- 
fused to  act  i^)on  the  bill  which  came  home  to 
themselves,  but  cast  reproach  on,  and  attempted  to 
disgrace*,  every  man  who  sought  to  cut  down  the 
expenses  of  Uiis  Housel  No;  the  country  would 
look  upon  and  treat  them  with  scorn  and  con- 
tempt. 

After  continuing  for  some  time  his  strictures  on 
the  House  and  on  individual  members,  who  advo- 
cated all  reforms  but  such  as  affected  themselves, 
he  went  on  to  say  that  if  their  pay  was  not  too 
much  now,  eight  years  ago  it  was  too  little.  And 
if  it  was  not  too  much,  tl^  pay  of  other  officers  of 
the  GovernoSent  was  not  too  much.  In  reply  to  a 
remark  from  Mr.  M.  A.  Coorsa,  he  said  $3  a 
day  wonld  be  a  good  price  for  many  members  on 
that  floor.  He  then  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
morning  he  should  contend  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  invaria- 
bly got  tbe  floor;  and  if  he  got  it,  he  hoped  the 
friends  of  retrenchment  would  be  there,  and  give 
him  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  net  fritter  away  their 
energies  on  little  isolated  cases.  The  House 
owed  it  to  themselves  not  to  skulk  the  question; 
but  If  they  were  against  his  bill,  let  them  vote  it 
down;  and  if  for  it,  pass  it,  and  let  their  constitu- 
ents have  the  benefit  ot  it.  He  found  that  in  the 
country,  (as  he  had  been  informed  by  gentlemen 
who  had  learned  the  fact  during  their  visit  to  their 
constituents  since  the  last  session,)  men,  women, 
and  children  were  for  ''Amokl's  bill  548,** 
[laughter;]  and  Uiis  House  must  either  take  it,  or 
lose  favor  with  the  people* 

Mr.  HOLMES  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  STEBNROD,  who  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress.^ 

Mr.  FILLMORE  reminded  the  Speaker  that 
there  were  several  executive  communications  on 
the  table,  which  he  hoped  would  be  presented  and 
disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER,  accordingly,  presented  a  com< 
muoication  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  tbe  Honse,  (which  was  adopt- 
ed on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McClsujui  of  New 
York,)  calling  for  a  return  of  certain  fees  of  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  ^.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  comsinnication  from  the 
Navy  Department,  accompanied  by  375  copies  of 
the  Navy  Register. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
memorial  from  Jesse  Hoyt,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  (understood  to  be  a  reply  to  tbe 
report  of  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury, 
charging  him  with  being  a  defaulter,)  which  be 
begi^ed  leave  to  lay  before  the  Honse. 

Mr.  ROBERT  McCLELL/UY  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  memorial. 

The  SPEilKER  ohMrvedliMi  it  was  veiy  long. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  iaid»  that  If  the  rending  was 


cdled  for,  he  must  ob|eet  to  the  recaptioa  of  the 
memorial. 

Ms.  McKEON  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed. 

Mr.  R.  McCLBLLAN  daisMd  the  right  to  bear 
the  memorial  read,  before  the  motion  to  print  ww 
put  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  renewed  his  objeedon  to  the 
reception,  and  the  memorial  was  not  recehred. 

Air.  W.  W>  IRWIN,  in  accordance  with  no* 
tice  previously  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  oonstmetiott 
of  aMtrine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. . 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  ofnis  intention 
to  call  up,  at  the  earli^  day,  the  bill  in  relatioff 
to  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Western  waieia. 
He  (Uged  the  neoessitv  of  action  on  the  select, 
and  stated  that  proseeations  had  been  commenced 
against  the  owners  of  eighty -two  steamboats,  for ' 
dan^ages  received, 

Mr.  MALLORY  wished  to  offer  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  from  the  Na^  Depart- 
ment; bat  objection  was  made,  and  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER, 

The,  Honse  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 

TuaaoAT,  February  7, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Hm,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  March, 
1803,  abstracts  of  the  leturns  of  the  militia  of  the 
Several  States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements:  ordered  to  He  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Aho,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting  seventy- 
five  copies  of  the  printed  Navy  Register. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting  a  letter 
of  the  Second  Comptroller,  covering  a  statement ' 
of  tbe  appropriations  ior  the  naval  service  of  1843; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  EYANS,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  menu>na]6  ftom 
Hamburg  and  Wales,  in  Erie  county,  and  one 
from  Franklinville,  in  Gauaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
urging  upon  Congress  tbe  adoption  of  the  plan  for 
a  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive: ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQB  presented  a  memorial  from 
lilO  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation to  complete  the  works  begun  in  the  harbor 
.  of  St.  Joseph; 

A^so,  piesented  a  communication  from  an  intel- 
ligent citizen  of  Buffalo,  showing  the  defective 
state  of  tbe  harbors  on  tbe  lakes,  and  the  annual 
loss  of  life,  vessels,  and  other  property,  in  conse- 
quence; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ihe  latter  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing^ to  which  was  referred  the  proposition  to  print 
the  apnual  report  of  the  Comminioner  of  Patents, 
reported  in  favor  of  printiug  so  much  as  related  to 
the  subject  of  agriculturei  and  contained  agricul- 
tural information. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  to  print,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  1,000  copies  in  addition  ^t  the  quantity 
ordered,  of  that  part  of  th^  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner designated  to  be  printed  by  the  Committee 
on  Printiiftg.  .. 

Mr.  STURGEON  made  an  inquiry  as  to  wheth- 
er it  was  not  usual  to  print  some  copijBs  of  the  re- 
port Cor  tbe  use  of  the  departinent  Arom  wh'ch  it 
emanated. 

Mr.  KERR  said  that  heretofore  it  had  been 
usual  to  print  3.000  cofnes  exoa,  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Senate;  bnt  thi§  year,  after  consultation  upon  tbe 
subject,  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  any  objection 
to  the  printing  on  the  ground  of  expense,  bethought 
it  advisable  to  reduce  the  number  proposed  to  be 
printed  to  1,000  copies.  He  remarked  that  tbe  doc- 
ument was  one  of  great  importance,  eq>eciaHy  to 
dM  agrieultaral  portions  of  the  eonntry. 
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Mr.  SIOdMONS  remarked  that  the  report  was  a 
volmninoiis  one,  and  suggested  whether  500  cop- 
ies would  Dol  ^office.  Alihoagh  the  informaUoa 
it  eontajiied  was  valaable,  he  ihongbl  that  number 
was  soffieient,  especially  as  the  newspapers  would, 
in  all  probability,  republish  extracts  from  ii  of  the 
most  valuable  portions  of  the  infbrmation. 

Mr.  KSRK  said  that  he  had  consuled  with  one 
or  two  persons  in  relation  to  the  proper  number  to 
have  printed.  He  was  of  the  opinion,  himself,  that 
SOQ  copies  were  too  small  a  number  to  be  printed 
of  such  a -documeni  so  iuieresting  to  the  agrieuU 
taial  community.  It  was  seldom,  indeed,  that 
they  ordered  anything  of  interest  to  that  class,  and 
coming  home  to  their  breasts,  to  be  prinud.  It 
was  not  a  very  voluminous  document,  and  the  ei» 
pense  for  printing  would  therefore  be  small. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  he  merely  threw  out  (he 
suggestion.  He  did  not  matte  a  motion  to  print 
the  smaller  number. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  say  thai  he 
had  heretofore  raised  his  voice  agaiost  this  iuven- 
tion  of  the  Commissioner.  It  must  have  occurred 
to  Senators  that  this  officer  had  regularly  taken  in 
charge  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  until 
the  department  under  his  control,  totally  diseon« 
nected  with  that  subject,  bad  almoii  becomeahome 
department.  If  this  poultice  was  permitted,  by 
giving  sanction  to  it  there,  evils  (vhieh  they  did 
not  then  see)  would  soon  grow  out  of  it.  There 
was  no  authority  that  this  officer  had,  beyond 
bis  duties  as  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office} 
yet  Uiey  saw  that,  from  year  to  year,  he  bad  as- 
sumed  the  charge  of  superintending  the  subject  of 
agriculture.  If  it  was  not  arrested,  it  would  lead 
to  disastrous  consequences,  which  would  open  their 
eyes.  Although  he  approved  of  the  ol^ts  as 
much  as  any  man-*of  disseminating  agricultural 
information,  and  of  doing  everything  that  could  be 
done  properly  to  preserve  that  interest,  he  would 
rather  be  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  income 
from  his  agricultural  pnrsttit>,  than  to  see  this  Qov- 
ernment  becoming  the  peculiar  patron  of  agrienl* 
ture,  or  any  other  interest. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.     • 

Bdr.  STURQEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Wm.  B.  Maury,  and  others,  of  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  a  board  of 
exchequer;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENTpro  (cm.  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Florida;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Pott  Roads,  reported  back  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  House  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  authorize  the  chief  clerk  in  ihe  office  of 
Secretary  of]  State  to  frank  public  and  official  doe- 
nments  sent  from|that  office.'* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IM.,  the  above  bill  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whple;  and,  bdng  ex* 
plained  by  him,  and  there  being  no  preposition  to 
amend  it,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
third  limv,  and  pa^^ed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  and 
M.  Riche. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
L4tnd?,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
to  protect  the  titles  to  land  south  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  held  und^  the  New  Madrid  loeaiicn,  and 
the  pre-emption  act  of  1814. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  this  bill,  by  some  acci- 
dent, was  mislaid  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
It  was  supposed  to  have  been  reported  long  since. 
It  was  the  same  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  ihe 
last  aession;-  and  the  committee  had  reported  it 
back  without  any  alteration  whatever.  He  hoped  it 
would  bejaken  up  and  considered  at  once. 

Mr.  SEVIER  also  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
bill  woald  be  then  disposed  of ;  it  had  passed 
the  Senate  two  or  three  times  before;  but  was  not 
finally  acted  upon. 

'The  bill  waa  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  considered;  and  there  being  no  motion 
to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  being 
engrossed  according  to  order,  waa  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 


Mr.  WALKER  reported  back  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for 
land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  ea^t  of  Pearl 
river,  and  south  of  the  31u  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

Mr,  OR  AH  AM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 

Mr.  BAGBT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  B.  Sherman;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion?;  which  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule, 
.vix: 

JlMolted,  That  it  !•  theiiol«mD  tnd  urfent  duty  of  the  pre» 
ent  CoogrcM  to  adopt  without  dtlay,  eflkient  meamtrM  to  re. 
vivethe  cripp]edana  decay  ing  commerce,  repleniih  the  impov* 
eriahed  excheauer,  and  arreei  the  alarming  accumulation  or  the 
public  debt  oiihe  United  Statee. 

Resolved^  That  a  modification  of  the  existinff  tariff  on  for* 
eign  Hnporta,  eucb  as  will  render  it  strictly  and  m  good  faith  a 
mere  rerenoe  measure,  is  indispeosalrie  to  the  aeconoplisliment 
of  thoseobjiects;  and  that  the  recent  measures  of  the  British 
Parliament,  partially  adopting  the  prhaciples  of  free  trade,  the 
public  indications  of  a  dispoi>itioo  on  tha  part  of  the  present 
ministry  to  extend  those  principles  still  further,  and  the  prolM^ 
bifity  of  the  speedy  organiiaUoo  of  an  exteiMive  system  of 
smuggling  on  tiie  long  lice  of  our  frontier,  Aimish  pressing  mo- 
tives to  Congress  for  .acting  on  the  subject  during  its  present 
session. 

Reaphtedt  That  a  ligid  system  of  retraaehment,  economy, 
and  accountability,  socn  as  will  tning  the  annual  expenditures 
within  the  annual  income  of  the  GoTemment,  is  not  less  indk* 
pensable;  and  that,  while  this  Is  rendered  necessanr  by  the  de* 
plorable  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  Is  rendered  Just,  and  not 
mjuriuus  to  the  public  serrice,  by  the  sreat  redtiction  of  the 
currency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  vahie  of  money. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bkhton  on 
Monday  last,  calling  upon  the  President  for  copies 
of  any  remonstrance,  or  protest,  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Cass,  as  minister,  to  the  French  Government, 
against  the  ratification  by  France  of  the  quintuple 
treaty,  dkc.,  came  up  in  order,  but  was,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  ARCHER,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  passed  by  informally 
until  to-morrow,  to  afford  further  opportunity  for 
its  examination. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  repairing 
and  repaving  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenoe,** 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred 
House  bill  for  the  relitf  of  Xbomas  H.  Brown,  re- 
ported the  same  back,  without  amendment,  and 
wiih  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Senate  bill  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Wm.  Da  Buys,  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,**  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  refened 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  preservation  of  the  collection  of  the  natural 
curiosities  furnished  by  the  exploring  squad- 
ron, and  from  other  sources;  which  was  read 
twice,  and,  with  documents  from  the  National  In* 
stitution,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

On  motions  by  Messrs.  DAYTON  and  HUNT- 
INGTON,  the  previous  oriers  of  the  day  were 
postponed,  and  the  following  bills  were  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and, 
there  being  no  motion  to  amend  them,  were  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed,  vizt 

The  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
New  Jeiaey,  by  fixing  it  at  Trenton  for  the  future; 
and 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  George 
Mayo,  for  certain  compeosation;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  AaoiBa,  on  yesterday,  to  recon- 
sider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  occupation 
and  aettleflnent  of  the  OiegoB  waa  paaeed. 


Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thai 
motion;  which  were  ordered:  and,  the  queacioB  b^ 
ing  put,  the  Senate  refased  to  reconsider,  by— yen 
24,  nays  34,  as  follows: 
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TEAB— Meaera.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayaid,  .^...^ 
Calhoun,  Cboate,  Oonrad,  Crafta,  CriUanden,  D^too,  Bvaai^ 
Gcaham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  BlcDuffie,  Bfannan,  MUle^  Poncii 
Hires.  Stmmona,  Spragoe,  Tatlmadge,  and^oodhridg*— 9t 

NAY:^— Measra.  AUen,  Bagbr,  Benton,  BocfaaoMk  ClaTtoa, 
Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Ii»n,  McBobena,  BfaniciL  Konhead, 
Phelps,  Serier,  Smith  oT  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  ma* 
geonrxappan.  Walker,  WUcox,  WnUama,  Woodboiy,  Wrigk, 
and  Young— 24. 

PRIVATE  BXPRBSSBfik 

The  unfinished  debate  waa  then  resamed  from 
yesterday,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  employmeal 
of  private  expresaea  upon  mail  routes,  aad  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  upon  the  rivennes  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  the  question  pending  being  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  PoariB,  to  strike  oat 
of  the  second  and  fifth  sections  the  words  ''or  other 
mailable,  matter  whatever,*'  the  efifect  of  which 
proposition  woold  be,  if  adopted,  to  permit  all 
matter,  except  letters,  to  be  conveyed  bf  ftnTtle 
expresses. 

Mr.  PORTER,  after  a  few  explanatory  riemiilB, 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  very  glad  the  Sfiin*oc  kU 
consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  H^  west 
into  a  lengthened  explanation  of  the  leasoos  fbr 
using  the  terms  '^mailable  matter,**  and  ''matia 
transferable  by.  mail'.*'  They  had  a  definite  mean* 
ing  in  peat  office  parlance,  and  no  other  words  eoald 
be  invented  more  canoise  and  spedfio  for  the  par- 
po&e  for  which  they  were  used.  They  might  aot 
convey  the  same  meaning  with  equal  precision  to 
Senators  and  the  public  at  large;  and  tofoard 
against  misconception,  he  had  prepared  an  addi- 
tional proviso  to  the  bill,  declaratory  of  the  ob- 
jects included  within  the  terms. 

Mr,  PORTER  next  moved  an  amendmefit, 
to  strike  out  expressions  in  the  provision  which  he 
considered  snperflaons  and  capable  of  being  inter- 
preted to  mean  anything  and  every  thing— he  Bemal 
the  words  ^'written  or  printed  matter.*' 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  this  brought  ap  ik»  whale 
question,  whether  private  expresses  were  to  be  ptfl 
down  or  not.  If  they  were  allowed  to  eury  ''writ* 
ten  and  printed  matter,**  they  would  be  kept  op, 
and  would  soon  become  more  formidable  than 
e?er.  They  conld  not  be  pat  down,  onlesatey 
were  prohibited  from  these  sotuces  of  profit — ^pfop< 
perly  mailable  matter. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  very  sorry  the  Sana* 
tor  from  Michigan  had  wiUidrawn  hia  feraer 
amendment.  He  argued  at  considerable  length  its 
propriety,  and  begged  the  Senator  would  aonept  an 
addition  to  his  present  amendment,  so  as  to  inelade 
newspapers.  He  was  averse  to  all  taxes  aad 
restraints  on  the  diffusion  of  knowMge  and  m* 
formation  to  the  people. 

Mr.  MERRICK  assured  the  Senator  that  it  waa 
for  that  very  reason  newspapers  sfaonld  be  seat  by 
post.  As  long  as  the  department  had  to  be  at  dw 
expense  of  sending  newspapers  into  every  ramifi- 
cation of  the  Union,  no  matter  at  what  eost,  it 
ought  to  be  insured  the  advantages  of  the  profitable 
routes,  as  well  as  compelled  to  be  at  all  the  expease 
of  the  unprofitable  routes. 

Mr.  PORTER  accepted  the  ameadmeni^  aad  ia- 
eluded  '^newspapers"  in  his  proposition  to  stifts 
out. 

Mr.  CONRAD  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  called  the  atienttoft  of  the 
Senate  to  a  suggestion  just  made  to  him  ■  Ibit  the 
prohibitions  of  this  bill  would  reach  to  the  past- 
riders  commonly  engaged  in  diflferent  parts  of  New 
England,  and  perhsps  other  parts  of  tba  Uniaa. 
for  supplying  persons  in  the  country  w^  aavs- 
papers  and  other  matters  from  towns  umI  cite, 
too  inconvenient  or  expensive  to  be'smt  for  spe- 
cially. Orders  were  given  to  these  poet-fidfln  lo 
bring  from  cities  or  towns,  which  they  visltsd  in 
their  rounds,  such  newspapers  and  mattcn  as  it 
was  convenient  for  them  to  bring, 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  ceiuinly  would  JaoMe 
all  such  cases;  and*if  it  did  not,  the  whi^  dfsot  of 
the  bill  woald  be  defeated. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  sea  why  aay  penoa 
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ihould  be  eoAapelled  to  send  newspupers  by  the 
mail.  It  would  do  Terf  well  for  those  who  pre- 
ferred sending  them  in  that  way;  bnt  the  compul- 
aioB  woiUd  operate  injuriously.  As  to  the  com- 
pabioD  to  sena  mont y  by  mail,  he  pointed  ont  how 
uijorioasly  that  woald  operate  in  New  England, 
where  the  tnnafer  of  blink  notes  for  redemption 
firom  0*6  balk  to  another  was  of  daily  occur- 
renee,  and  to  enormous  amounts.  The  manner  of 
sendiBg  money  from  one  place  to  another  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  option  of  the  owners,  and  free  from 
any  restraints. 

Mr.  Bf  BRRICK  thought,  as  long  as  money  was 
inclosed  in  letters,  it  would  be  impossible  to  re- 
strain the  latter  from  being  sent  by  private  ex- 
presses, if  money  was  to  be  specially  exempted. 
It  was  a  matter,  however,  in  the  bands  of  ^e 
Senate ;  and  if  any  Senator  chose  to  propose  an 
amendaient  to  exempt  money,  he  might  do  so. 
He  could  not,  however,  give  it  bis  sanction. 

A  diTJmon  of  t)ie  question  having  been  called 
for,  the  first  rote  was  taken  on  the  proposition  to 
strike  oat  **aearspapers;**  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered.  It  was  decided 
in  (he  a^^tive— .yeas  11,  nays  37,  as  follows: 


BatM,  Crefla,  HuDtingtOD*  Phelps,  Porter, 
■mkh  of  Connecticut,  fimiili  or  Indiuia,  Tallmadge,  Wilcox, 
WiodWdA.  and  Ww)db«nr-n. 

HAYg  MewrB.  Allen,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Mboiiii«  Clayton.  Conrad,  Dayton,  Fulton,  Onmam,  Hender- 
lOn,  aet&^lng,  Lino,  McDoffie,  McRoberttL  Manguro,  Mer- 
lidL  mUek',  Sorehead,  Sevier,  8cai|[eon,  Tftppan,  Walker, 
Wi^^aad  Young>-27, 

The  next  question  was  on  striking  out  the  words 
^all  written  and  printed  matter."  This  also  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  13,t!nay8  34,  as  fol- 
lows: 

¥BAB— Means.  Bate««  Dayton.  Enma,  Graham,  Hnniiitfton, 
Motabe^dtPheliMi,  Porter,  Bmith  of  Conoeciicat,  Smkh  ol 
hdiaaa,  WUoox,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury>-l3. 

NaTs— Mmrv.  Allen,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Ofeftoun,  Clayton,  Crute,  FiiIton,HenderM>n,  Kerr, 
King,  Uaa^lMHiflie,  McRoberta.  Mangnm,  Merrick,  devier, 
8uiri«po,T)^iiMui,  Walker,  Wright,  and  Young— 34. 

Mr.  MBftRICK  moved  a  verbal  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  word  "edition*,"  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  WOODBURT  then  moved  to  exempt 
"money  and  bank  notes  in  packages  or  bundles." 

Mr.  DAYTON  suggested  the  propriety  of  in- 
dadiBf  promissory  notes  and  evidences  of  debt. 

Mr.  WoonBimT*s  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  again  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  bearing 
•a  owners  of  railroad?,  steamboats,  or  other  con- 
v^aMBes;  and  moved  an  amendment,  exempting 
from  the  penalties  individual  owners  or  corpora- 
tkms. 

Mr.  MWftRICK  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONRA.D  thought  it  was  not  important,  as 
the  object  was  to  prevent  penalties  being  levied  on 
sorersign  States  ownmg  railroads.  The  Gene- 
ral (3h>vemment  could  not  sue  out  a  penalty  against 
a  sovereign  State;  therefore,  there  was  no  danger, 
firom  the  provision  in  the  bill,  that  anything  of  the 
Und  would  ever  occur. 

Mr.  M£RRlCK  said  the  drawers  and  employees 
only,  in  such  cases,  would  be  sued. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  pointed  out  great  losses  sustained  by  the  de- 
partment from  the  competition  of  private  ex- 
presaet. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  remonstrated  against  tbe 
bjostiee  of  making  a  Slate  subject  to  penalties  on 
account  of  improper  persons  travelling  on  their 
property.  A  State  could  not  exercise  the  same 
vigiUuioe  as  individuals  to  prevent  infractions  of 
the  law. 

The  mmendment  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  btU  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  And 
the  amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole 
were  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  c  diird  time. 

HoOMbUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
repmaBtatives  of  Alexander  Mscomb,  Robeft  Jen- 
Binp^  and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
James  Roddy,  deceased,  sureties  of  Samuel  Champ* 
lia,  late  a  paymaster  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Stana,''  wa«  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
iMs,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senat^,  and  or- 
dered m  be  Tend  a  third  time. 
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The  bill  from  tbe  House  eniiileU  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Dexter  Hungcrford,  of  Watertown, 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,**  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed;  bnt. 

On  tbe  motion,  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  for  tbe  present. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS, 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TossDAT,  February  8,  1843. 

The  journal  of  yesitrday  being  read, 

Mr.  GILMER  rose  to  a  correction  of  the  jour- 
nal. It  was  stated  there  that  a  bill  had  been  refer- 
red to  the  Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  of 
which  be  (Mr.  G.)  was  chairman.  Now,  he  wished 
to  ^y  that  no  sncb  committee  now  existed.  The 
Retrenchment  Committee,  bf  which  he  was  the 
chairman,  closed  its  labors  and  expired  with  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  The  journal  was  cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr.  HUNT  wished  to  know  whether  the  journal 
was  correct  in  saying  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amos  Kendall  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  supposed 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  the  stateof  the  Union. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Billings  and  133  other  citizen?  of  the  district  of 
Passamaquoddy,  Maine,  praying  Congress  to  pro- 
vide by  law  that  all  vessels  taking  fish  and  oil  from 
that  district  shall  clear  tbe  same  from  the  custom- 
boose;  and  that  the  5htppers  shall  famish  to  the 
collector  certificates  from  American  fishermen  of 
all  American  caoght  and  cured  fish  and  American 
oil;  and  that  tbe  shipper  or  owner  of  British  fish 
and  oil  shall  furnish  a  certificate  that  tbe  tame 
have  beenJawfnily  imported. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Shoaler  and  Zebulon  Psrr,  of  Lauderdale  county, 
Alabama,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  donating 
to  tbem  certain  sections  of  land  therein  described, 
£or  the  purposes  and  upon  the  conditions  ^rein 
specified. 

Mr.  GORDON  presented  a  memorial  from  169 
legal  voters  of  the  county  of  Delaware^New  York, . 
asking  for  tbe  passage  of  a  law  redc^cing  the  >ay 
of  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  inquired  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  move  to  go  into  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  would  then  uiove  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  his  bill,  No.  548.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  a  moment;  to  which  request 
Mr.  Arnolo  acceded. 

TERMINATION  OF  THE  DEBATE  ON  THE 

NAVY  BILL.  I 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  been  requested  by 
many  members  to  move  a  resolution  fixing  a  period 
for  the  termination  of  the  debate  on  tbe  navy  ap- 
propriation bill,  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  therefore  moved  that  all  debate  shall  cease  on 
to-morrow,  at  3  o^clock;  and  tbe  committee  shall 
then  proceed  to  vote  upon  all  amendments  pend- 
ing, or  that  may  be  offeoed.  He  moved  the  previ- 
ous question  on  the  motion.{ 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  opposed  the  motion, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  committee  would 
not  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  ta  debate  the 
bill  as  it  should  be.  He  would  also  remark,  that 
the  chairman  [Mr.  Fillmork]  might  have  intro- 
duced the  bill  much  earlier  in  the  session  than  he 
did,  and  thereby  have  prevented  the  necessity  for 
such  hasty  action. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  tbe  sub- 
ject on  tbe  table,  and  asked  for  tbe  yeas  ^nd  nays 
on  tbe  motion. 

They  were  taken,  nnd  resulted— yeas  68,  nays  |^ 
96,wibllow8t 


TSAS^MfiMTS.  Adftms,  Arrlogtoib,  Atherton,  BeMon,  Boyd 
Drawiter,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Mmon  Brown,  CbarlM  Brown 
BurlEe,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Carj,  Clifford 
Clinton,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Eastman,  BgtMi^L 
Jotin  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance.  A.  Lawrence  Foi? 
ter,  Wiinam  O.  Qnode,  Gordim,  Gwin,  Harris,  Bays,  Hoiroea, 
Hopkins.  Houck,  Houston,  HoAler,  Charles  J.  InKereoll.  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedly,  King,  Ltttlefielo,  Rob* 
^rt  McClellan,  McKay.  McKeon,  Alfred  Marihall,  John  Thorn, 
son  Mason,  MediU,  Meriwether,  Newhatd,  Panddge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Ray ner,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Saunders,  Shield^ 
Wlltiara  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompeon, 
Tumey,  Watieraon,  Weller,  Westbrook,  and  Wood— 68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Blrdaeye, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Bowne,  BHeks,  Brockway,  Broneon,  Jere- 
miah Brown,  William  Butler,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Camtheh^ 
Casey,  Cliitienden,  John  C.  Clark,-  Jamee  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Crawford,  Cashing,  Garrett  Daris,  Deber^,  D^rwn, 
John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwards,  Everett,  FeoMnden,  Fill- 
moxe,  Gamble,  Gatea,  Genj,  Giddinga,  Gilmer,  Graham, 
Granger,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard.  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  logeraell, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn.  McKenoan, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Mavnard,  Mitoiell,  Moore^ 
Morgan,  Morris,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce,  PMsdletoOi  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randal1|  Ridgway,  William  Russell,  James 
M.  Russell,  SaUonetall,  Sanfoid,  Sheppdrd,  Blade.  Tromaa 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Siratton,  Alejtander  H.  H.  Stuart, 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summera,  Taliaferro,  Joim  B.  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tlllinghaat,  Toland,  Tomlinson.  Trip- 
lett,  Trotti,  Trumoull,  Underwoods  Thomas  W.  WilliamsL 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williama,  Wise,  and 
Yorke— 96. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  qnestion  recnrring  on  the  adoption  of  tbe 
reaolntion,  it  was  carried  wiihont  a  diyision. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  bill  introduced  by 
bim  (No.  548)  to  reduce  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  the  salaries  of  the  effi- 
cers  01  tbe  Gh>vernment,  be  made  tbe  special  order 
or  tbe  day  for  Tuesday  next, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  inquired  when  tbe  bill 
to  remit  the  fine  of  General  Jackson  was  likely  to  . 
come  up.    " 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  in  order  eyery 
morning  after  tbe  reception  of  resolutions.  The 
question  was  now  on  tbe  motion  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  which  would  re* 
quire  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

iMr.  ARNOLD  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays, 
wbicb  Were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  qnestion, 
resulted  in—yeas  131,  miys  53,  as.  follows: 

TEAJsl— Meaers.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Arrington,  Atherton,  Baker,  Beeson,  Blair.  Boaidman,  Bowna, 
Bovd,  Brewster,  Briega,  Brockway,  iSronsoo,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown,  Charfea  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BUVke,  Wil* 
liam  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Carutheis,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chit^den, 
JohnC.  Clark,  Clifibrdt  Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen,  Daniel,  Garrett 
Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Delwrry,  Doan,  Doig.  Eastman,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Pornance,  A.  Lawrence  Poster,  Gamble, 
Gates,  GenOT,  Geriy,  Giddings.  G.Imer,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Granger,  Gwln,  Halsted.  Harris,  Hays,  Henry,  Houck,  Hous« 
ton,  Charles  J.  Ingersollj  Joseph  R.  iDgersolI,  James  Irvln, 
Jade,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  KeLin,  John  P.  Kennedy,  ^ 
Andrew  Kenned^  Kiqg,  Linn,  Lowell,  McKay,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, Mathloi,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Medili,  Meriwether,  Mit- 
chell. Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge^  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Ram* 
aey,  Banjamin  Randall,  Redmg,  Reynolds,  Ride  way.  Rogers, 
Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  EMtonstall, 
Saunders,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Blade,  Truman  Smith, 
Snyder,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Stration,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Jacob  Tttompson,  Tomlinson,  Trotti.  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H. . 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williama,  Wise,  Augustus  TouAg,  and 
John  Young— 131. 

NAYS-^Messrs.L.  W.Andrews,  Aycrigg, Babcock^^Bamard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Patrick  C.  CaldwelV  Clinton,  Cranston, 
Cushing,  Dawson,  John  Bdwarda,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden, 
John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  William  O.  Gooda,  Holmes, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Isaac  D.  June's,  Lane,  Lit^ 
tlafield,  Robert  Md^lellan,  McKennan,  McKeon.  John  Thom- 
son Mason,  Maxwell,  Pavne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Riggs,  Sanford, 
William  Smith,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter, 
Sweney.  Tatiaferro,  John  B.  Thompeon,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Tumey,  Ward,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Winthrop,  Wood,  and  Yorl{e--63. 

So  Mr.  Arnold's  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  asked  leave  to 
offer  the  joint  resolution,  offered  by  him  yesterday, 
for  rewarding  the  officers  engaged  in  the  exploring 
expedition;  and,  tbe  «resolation  having  been, read 
for  information, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  its  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  moved  m  suspen- 
sion of  the  rnles. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  allow 
tbe  resolution  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  who  already  had  the  subject  before 
them.  This  would  remove,  be  supposed,  any  ob- 
jections to  it«  reception. 

Mr.  CAVE  JQHNSON  said  that  he  objected  to 
the  reception  of  ttte  resolution  at  any  rate;  and, 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr.  Ksnifs- 
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nr*8  aotioQ  to  suspend  the  rales,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirnuttire^ayes  116,  aoes  not  coasted. 

Mr.  KENNRDY  then  moved  io  reftr  \h^  reso- 
lotion  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  lo  refer  ii  lo  ihe  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  there  was  a  memorial 
from  the  officers  of  the  exptoriog  ezpediiion  on  the 
same  «vb|ect  already  before  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afl'airs;  and  it  was'^  therefore,  proper  that 
Ibis  resolntioB  sboold  go  there  aieo. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  oi^  Naval  AJSairs,  and  carried  wiih- 
oot  a  divisioD. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Maryland  called  np  th«  motion 
made  by  him  Fome  days  ago,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  (he  reeolvtion  submitted  by  Mr.  Cosh- 
mo,  to  take  the  bill  providing  indemnitf  for  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800  oat  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CUStIl|fa  ealled  for  the  yeas  and  nay»  on 
the  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WfiLLBR  BAoved  to  lay  the  motion  on  (he 
table;  and, 

Mr.  CUSHING  having  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  they  wer^  ordered,  and  resnlted  in — yeas  105, 
nays  109,  as  follows: 

TBAS— Mmrs.  LandstrW.  Andrews,  Arnold.  Arrington, 
AthertuD,  QeoKRW  Bidlaclr,  Biiek,  Bowne^  fioya*  Brewater, 
AAroa  V.  Browo,  Milton  Brown,  Charle*  Brown,  Burke,  Wil- 
llain  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Greqn  W.  Caldwdl,  Patrick 
C.  CaldwsH,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
CampbeUy  Camtbera,  Cary,  Casey,  Ch^mian,  CUtford,  Clip- 
ton,  Diniel,  Gairett  DavUv  Richard  D.  Pavis,  I'awBOn,  Dean, 
iMbetry,  Doan,  Doi;,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,' 
John  G.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Wm. .  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Gwln,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
BousiOD,  Hobard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Ja:k,  Cave 
Johnson,  Jolm  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  I/ine,  Lit- 
Uefleld,  LoweU,  Abraham  McCJellan.  Robert  McClellan, 
McKay,  McKeon.  Alfred  Maiahall,  John  Thomson  Maaon, 
Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Milter,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Ows* 
ley,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Pope,  Rayaer,  Reding.  Ben- 
cher, Reyooldi.  Riggs.  Rogers,  Sanndets,  Bhepp^,  Shields, 
Wilnam  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers, 
Sweney,  RIcbaid  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti, 
Tomey,  Underwood,  Van  Bnren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  and  Christopher  H.  Willlams-lOe. 

KAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alleo,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ay* 
arigg,  Babcoek,  Baker,  Bamard,  Barton,  Biidseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Briggs,  Biockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Bumell,, Calhoun.  CbUds,  Chittenden, John  C.Clark,  Cowen, 
Oransion,  Crawford,  Cashing,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris, 
JPesseodan,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gates,  Gerry,  Gid* 
diDjMP,  G.  Goode,  Oranzer,  Halsted,  Henry,  Holmes,  How* 
ard;  Hudson,  Bunt,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William 
Cost  Johnson.  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lion, 
McKennan,  Mallory,  Mathlot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newfaard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Par- 
meriter,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  PowelL  Ramsey,  Ben|amiB  Ran. 
dall,  Alexander  Randall.  Read,  Rfdgway,  Rodney,  Wllliaia 
Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanfbrd,  Sewell,  Slade, 
Truman  Smltb,  Stanly,  Biokely,  Strattoa,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart.  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  TilllnghasL 
Toland,  TomUnson,Triplett,  Trambnll,  Washington,  Eoward 
p.  White,  Joseph  t.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Wiothrop,  Wise,  Wood,  Yorke,  Auguams 
Young,  and  John  Young- -102. 
So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PRESENTATION   OP  WASHINGTON'S  SWORD  AND 
FRANKLIN'S  STAFF. 

Mr.  G.  W.  SUMMER9  now  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Speaker,  who  recognised  the  honorable  gentle- 
nian  as  in  poEsession  of  the  floor;  and  all  eyes 
were  at  once  torned  to  hin>|  and  the  whole  House 
was  at  once  hushed  into  silence.  The  galleries 
were  densely  filled  with  an  anxions  and  atientire 
anditory,  which  had  collected  in  anticipation  of  the 
interesting  proceedings  which  were  about  to  be 
witnessed.  Many  Senators  oocnpied  seats  amongst 
the  members  in  the  Hoose,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  powers,  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment in  diplomatic  relation?,  were  ranged  below 
the  bar;  and  all  listened  wiih  profound  stillness, 
while  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  fibPBAinut:  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  an  office, 
BQt  connected  'with  the  ordinary  business  of  a  legislative  as* 
aembly.  Yet,  In  asking  permission  to  interrupt,  for  a  moment, 
the  regular  order  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  the  proposition  which  I  have  to  submit  will  prove  as 
graUf/ing  as  it  may  be^nnusual. 

Mr.  Samuel  T.  Washington,  a  citizen  of  Kanawha  county,  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  my  constituents, 
has  honored  me  witk  the  commissioo  of  presaming,  la  his  name, 
hnd  on  his  behalf,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and, 
through  that  body,  to  the  peopW  of  the  United  States,  two  most 
interesting  and  valuable  relics,  connected  with  the  past  history 
<>f  Ai;r  coantiy,  and  with  men  whose  achievements,  both  in  the 
field  and  io  the  cabinet,  best  illustrate  and  adorn  our  annals. 


One  is  the  sword  ^om  by  George  Washington,  first  as  a 
colonel  in  the  coloni^  senrloe  of  Vhrgfaiia,  in  Forbes'a  caoipalgn 
against  the  Preach  aad  Indiaost  and  afterwards,  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  war  of  lodepandsnce,  as  commaodet*in* 
chief  of  the  American  army. 

It  is  a  plain  cutleau,  or  hanger,  with  a  green  mit  and  silrer 
gaard.  On  the  upper  ward  of  the  scabbard  is  eagraTea  "J. 
Bailey,  Fishkill.''  Jt  m  acosmputisd  by  a  bocksUn  belt,  which 
Is  secured  by  a  silver  buckle  and  elasp;  whareon  are  eagraven 
the  leueta  "G,  W.,"  and  the  figuns  **\75r."  Them  are  all  of 
the  plainest  workmandiip,  bnt  anhatantlal,  and  in  keeping  with 
the  man  and  witfatbe  times  to  wMCh  they  bUeng^. 

The  history  of  this  aword  is  perfectly  authwtic,  and  leaves  no 
^ladow  of  doubt  as  to  its  identity. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  General  Washiogton,  baaring* 
date  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1799,  contMoa,  among  a  great 
▼anf  ty  of  bequests,  the  foUowiog  clause:  "To  each  of  my  neph- 
ews, William  Augustine  Washington,  George  Lewis,  Genife 
Steploe  Wfshington,  Bushrod  WaahingtOQ,  and  Samuel  Wash* 
ington,  I  give  one  of  the  swords  or  cutleaox  of  which  1  may  die 
possessed;  and  thay  ars  to  chooae  in  the  order  they  are  named. 
These  swords  are  accompanied  with  an  injanctioa,  not  to  un> 
sheath  them  Anr  the  purpose  of  sheddh)g  blood,  except  it  be  for 
self'deliBnce,  or  in  defence  of  their  conotiy  fend  its  rights;  and, 
in  the  latter  case,  to  keep  th«n  unsheathed,  and  prefer  Ailing 
with  them  in  their  hands,  to  the  reUnquishmeot  thareof." 

In  the  distribution  of  the  swords,  hereby  devised,  among  the 
five  nephews  therein  eooueraled,  the  one  now  preaaated  lell 
to  the  riiare  of  Stmmel  WaghingUm^  the  devisee  last  naoied 
in  the  dause  of  the  will  whidi  1  have  {at  read. 

This  gentleman,  who  died  a  few  years  since,  in  the  county 
of  Kanawha,  and  who  was  the  iather  of  Samuel  T.  WadUng- 
ton,  the  donor,  I  Ihmw  well.  I  have  often  seen  this  rword  in 
his  possesion,  and  received  from  himself  the  followiag  account 
of  the  manner  to  which  it  became  his  preperQr,  hi  the  division 
made  among  Uie  devisees. 

He  said  that  he  Iraew  it  to  have  been  the  sidearms  of  General 
Washington  during  the  revolationary  war— not  that  used  on 
occaalons  of  parade  and  review,  but  the  constant  serriee  gtwrd 
of  the  great  chief;  that  (he  had  himself  seen  General  Waab- 
'  ington  wear  this  identical  sword,  (he  prestmied  for  the  last 
time,)  when,  in  1794,  he  reviewed  the  Virginia  and  Maryland 
forces,  then  concentrated  at  Cumberland,  nnder  command  of 
General  Lee,  and  destined  to  co-operate  with  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ne^  Jersey  troops,  then  assembled  at  Bedford,  insuppr«e* 
Ing  what  has  been  called  **the  whukey  imurraciion."' 

General  Washington  was  at  that  time  President  of  the  United 
States,  and,  as  such,  was  commander*bichlef  of  the  army.  It 
is  known  that  it  was  his  intention  to  lead  the  army  in  person 
on  that  occasion,  had  he  found  it  neceasary;  and  lie  went  to 
Bedford  and  Cumberland  prepared  for  tliatevefm.  The  condi* 
tion -of  things  did  not  require  it,  and  he  retamedto  his  civil 
duties  at  Philadelphia.       « 

Mr.  Samuel  Washington  heU  tlie  commission  of  a  captain 
at  that  time  himself,  and  ssrved  in  that  camopaign,  many  of  the 
incidents  of  which  he  haa  related  to  me. 

He  waa  anxious  to  obtain  ttiis  particular  sword,  and  preferred 
it  to  all  the  others,  among  which  was  the  ornamented  and 
costly  present  from  the  great  Frederick. 

At  the  time  of  ttie  division -among  the  nephews,  without  inti- 
mating wliat  his  preference  was,  he  Jocosely  remarked,  ^that, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  the  only  one  of  them  who  had  psniclpated 
In  military  aervice,  they  ought  to  permit  liim  to  take  choice." 
This  suggestion  was  met  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was 
made;  and  the  choice  being  awarded  him,  he  chose  this,  the 
pliunest  and  intrinsically  the  least  valuable  of  any,  simply  be* 
cause  it  was  "the  l>attle  sword." 

I  am  also  in  possession  of  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  fur- 
nished by  Col.  George  Washington,  of  Georgetown,  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  General  Washington  now  living,  as  to  the  iden- 
tity of  this  sword.  His  information  was  derived  from  his  father, 
William  Augustine  Washington,  the  devisee  first  named  in  the 
clause  of  the  will  which  I  have  read,  fh>m  his  uncle,  the  late 
judge  Bushrod  Washington^  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Major 
Lawrence  Lewis,  the  acting  executor  of  General  Washington's 
will:  all  of  whom  concurred  in  the  statement,  that  the  true 
^terviee  ttoord  was  that  selected  by  Capt.  Samuel  Washington. 
H  remained  in  this  gentleman's  possession  until  his  death, 
esteemed  by  him  th^  moet  predous  memento  of  his  illustrious 
kinsman.  It  then  became  the  property  of  his  son,  who,  ani- 
mated by  that  patriotism  whiph  so  cliaracterlze(|  the  "lather 
of  his  country,"  has  consented  that  such  a  relic  ought  not  to 
be  appropriated  by  an  indlvidaal  citizen,  aad  has  inKructed 
me,  his  representative,  to  oAr  it  to  the  nation,  to  be  preaerved 
in  its  public  depoailories,  tt  tl»e  common  property  of  aH;  since 
its  office  has  bean  to  achieve  and  defend  the  common  Uberiy 
ofaU. 

He  has,  in  like  manner,  requested  me  to  present  this  cane  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  deeming  il  not  tinwofthy  the 
public  acceptance. 


This  was  once  the  property  of  the  philoaopher  tod 
Beivfaotia  Franklin, 

By  a  codicil  to  his  lut  will  and  testament,  we  fiad  ktes 
disposed  of: 

'<  My  fine  crab  tiae  walking  stick,  with  a  goldbaed,  cariev- 
ly  wrought  in  the  form  of  the  cap  of  libam,  I  gliw  lo  aiy 
friend,  aod  the  firiead  of  iflankind^  GeoeraF^ashhigton.  If  it 
were  a  soeptre,he  has  merited  it»  aod  jrootd  bsooaie  it." 

Gaaeral  Washington,  in  Jiis  will,  derissa  tUa  ease  as  lol* 
laws : 

**  Item.  To  my  brother  Chailea  WashiogtPtw  I  fira  «m3 
bequeath  the  gold-beaded  cane  lef^meby-9r.  F^raakUa,  to  his 
will." 

Captain  Samuel  Washington  was  the  only  aon  of  Cbaiiai 
Waahington,  the  deviaee^  from  whom  Im  derived,  >y  iobant' 
%pce,  this  iaberesling  memorial;  and  having  traaamitiad  it  to 
hie  son,  Samuei  T.  Washington,  tl»e  latter  tlms  seeks  to  be- 
stow it  worthily,  by  associating  it  with  the  battJeawotd,  m  a 
gift  to  hto  countiymen. 

I  cordially  concur  with  Mr.  Washington  in  the  ophdoe  that 
^hey  each  merit  public  preservation;  Ihd  I  obey,  with ; 
his  wishes  in  here  presenting  them,  in  his  name,  to  the; 

Let  the  sword  of  the  hero  and  the  staflTof  the  phOoaopbo'  go 
together.  Let  them  have  place  aqaong  the  prouAaK  ttopliiei 
and  most  honored  memorials  of  our  national  achiifevMOeL 

Upon  that  stafl*once  leaned  the  sage  of  whom  fl  hea  been 
said  **He  snatched  the  lightning  fkwn  heaven,  ^  ' 
Item  tyrants." 

A  n>ighty  arm  once  wielded  this  sword  ina  r^ 
even  unto  the  diMnenbetment  of  empire.  In  titl^  ^Haild  of 
Waahrogton,  this  was  'Hhe  aword  of  the  Lord  and  fltiPldliim  " 
It  was  never  drawn,  except  m  defence  of  the  piAlle  Bbeity. 
It  WIS  never  sheathed  nntil  a  glorious  and  triina|ilnni  anc- 
eass  ntamed  it  to  the  eeabbard,  without  a  stain  elidaaiiy  or 
dishonor  upon  its  blade.  It  was  never  surrendered,4BOafM  lo 
that  country  wUeh  bestowed  it 

[Loud  and  10Dg>eonCiDaed  plaQdiis  ib^wcd  the 
delivery  of  this  address] 

The  6ERdBANT-AT-ARMs  advanced  to  the  aest  of 
the  honorable  genileman,  and  received  iirto  fe» 
custody  (he  iotererting  relics. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  to  sabmit  a  resolation  m 
relation  thereto.    He  said: 


Mr.  SpAUtaa:  In  pveeenting  this  reiolvtieik  le  Ihe  Hsok,  it 

may,  perhaps,  be  expected  that  1  should  acaenvMsy  il^lriih 
some  remarka  suitable  to  the  oceiiaiun;  and  y»Cr«iiv  laavcr 
rose  to  addreas  this  House  nnder  a  deepsf  coovicciOB  of  the 
want  of  words  lo  express  tlie  emotions  tiiat  I  feat  It  ie  pre* 
cisely  because  occasions  like  tlas  are  adapted  to  pradaneaa- 
•verttl  sympathy,  that  liule  can  be  said  by  any  oas^  hot  what, 
in  the  language  of  the  heart— in  tones  not.lood,  bat  deep  sesiy 
one  present  haa  literally  said  to  bimaalL  My  rwspaslid  fitfaad 
from  .Virginia,  by  whom  this  oflaiing  of  patriot  eaniiaMit 
hasbeen  preeented  to  the  Bepreaentative  Assembiy  of  4lw  na- 
tion, has,  it  sewos  to  me,  ahready  said  all  that  can  braaideaitabJe 
to  tMs  occaaion.  In  parting  from  hini,aa  after  a  few  short 
days  we  must  all  do,  it  will  on  my  pari  be  eorrow,  tliat  is  an 
probability  I  diall  see  his  face  and  bear  his  voice  no  mora. 
But  his  words  of  this  day  have  been  planted  in  my  nMmory, 
and  will  there  remain  till  the  last  pulsation  of  my  heart  Ths 
s#ord  of  Waahington ! «  The  staff  of  PrankHn !  -Oh,  sir, 
what  aasochuions  are  linked  in  adamant  with  thoae  namei. 
Wadiiogtoni  tlie  warrior  of  human  freedooh— WaaUagtoo  I 
whose  sword  my  friend  has  said  was  never  drawn  bat  in  tlie 
canae  of  his  country,  and  never  abeathed  when  needed  la  his 
country's  cause !— Franklin !  (he  philosopher  of  the  thnadeiMi, 
the  printing  press,  and  the  ploughshare. 

What  names  are  these  in  the  scanty  catalogue  of  the  benelbetors 
of  mankind— Waahington  and  FcankUo  t  Wha(eihartw»flMa, 
whose  Uvea  belong  to  the  I8th  century  of  GhriMaadaoi^  have 
left  a  deeper  impreesion  of  themselves  upon  the  age  la  which 
they  lived,  and  upon  all  aftertimeat  Waahfa^ui^  Ae  war- 
rior and  the  legislator !  In  war  contending,  by  tlie  wager  of 
baule,  for  the  Independence  of  his  country,  and  for  the  fteedom 
of  the  human  race— ever  nyanifesting,  amidst  the  Wrocs  ef 
war,  bv  precept  and  example,  his  reverence  for  dn  laae  of 
peace,  and  for  the  tenderest  sympathies  of  homaoiiyl  Is  piece, 
soothing  the  ferocious  spirit  of  discord  amiong  hfaewaeoantry* 
msn  into  harmony,  and  giving  to  that  very  ewoid  now  pre- 
sented to  his  country  a  charm  more  potent  than  tbat  attrib- 
uted in  ancient  times  to  ttie  lyre  of  Orpheus.  Flnallk^  the 
mechanic  of  his  own  forttme,  teftching,  in  early  yedh|iflriirtbe 
shackles  of  indigence,  the  way  to  wealth;  and,  to  OlVrtMteof 
obscurity,  the  path  to  greatnese:  in  the  mattirlty  a^gMhood, 
disarmlDg  thethundei  ofhs  terrors,  the  lighbda|r«r  ftrfthl 
blast;  and  wresting  from  the  tyrani*s  hand  the  etfllyttattlc* 
tive  sceptre  of  oppression :  while  deecendfng'lnib  &*vsli  of 
years,  traversing  the  Atlantic  ocean;  braviagL  M  lk*indof 
winter,  the  battle  and  the  bMese^beeriag  ^  UsyrfftA^dto' 
ter  of  Independence,  which  he  bad  cootribated  to  fccn;  end 
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^T|ift Ififiio  jiriTntnTin  rnlira  nrr  liereby  accepted  in  the  name 
ofW  mttioii;  that  they  be  deposited  for  safekeeping  in  the  Pe- 


tnlnliii^  ft"»  t^  Mlf-created  natioot  to  the  mightiest  mon- 
Ittbi  of  BoTfrpe,  HA  oliTe-branch  of  peace,  the  mercurifil 
wand  of  oomnMrce,  and  the  amulet  of  protection  and  safety  to 
the  man  of  peace  on  the  pathless  ocean  (torn  the  inexorable 
cruelty  and  mercitess  rapacity  of  war;  and,  finally,  in  the  last 
Itageof  life,  with  fourscore  winters  on  his  head,  under  the  tor* 
ture  of  an  incnnible  disease,  retaiping  to  his  native  land,  clos- 
ing hk  days  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  his  adopted  Common* 
weafth,  aftnr  c<mtrfbiiiing,  by  hie  counsels,  under  the  J'residen* 
cy  of  Washington,  and  recording  his  name,  under  the  sanction 
of  derom  prayer,  invoked  by  him  to  God,  to  that  Constitution, 
unte  dio  aothoiity  of  which  we  are  here  awembled  as  the 
Repn— ntathraB  of  the  N<Hrth  American  people,  to  receive,  In 
tbrtr  name,  and  for  them,  these  venerable  relics  of  the  wise,  the 
valiant,  and  the  good  founders  of  <fttr  great  confederated  Repub-  |. 
Be  tfteae  sacred  symbols  of  oor  golden  age. 

Mttj  tbey  be  depodted  among  the  archives  of  our  Govern* 
BMDt;  and  may  every  American  who  shall  hereafter  behold 
tiMD,  i^aenlate  a  mingled  offering  of  pfaiee  to  that  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  by  whose  tender  mercies  our  Union  has 
been  bidwTto  preeerved  through  all  the  vicissitades  andrevo* 
hicionioftliis  turbulent  world,  and  of  pray te  for  the  contiou* 
IMa  ^  tltoee  blessings,  by  the  dispensations  of  his  providence 
to  our  beloved  country  from  age  to  age,  till  time  shaB  be  no 
more.   COreat applause.) 

■r.  SpeakerTr  eubmit  the  following  joint  resolution: 

R$aoived  6y  lAe  Senate  qnd  Houee  of  RnreeenUU^ea  of 
ikM  XTniitd  States  in  Congreee  oesemdUdL  l^iat  the  thanks  of 
this  OoBSteas  be  presented  to  Bemuel  T.  waihineton  of  Kan* 
awhaoMiiity,  Virginia,  for  the  present  of  the  sword  used  by  his 
Igwtrtotin  relative^ George  Washington,  in  the  militai^  career 
off  vMil^  youth,  n  the  seven  years' wai^  and  throughout  the. 
WMefmvr  national  independence;  and  of  the  staff  bMiueathed 
t^  dhapMHou  statesman,  and  sue,  Benjamin  Frankhn,  to  the 
i  Ibuder  of  the  armies  of  f^dom  in  tne  revolutionary  war. 


;of  Slate  of  the  United  States;  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
hsfriotlM),  signed  by  the  Presid«Di  of  the  Senate  sna  Speaker 
oftheBouee  of  Representativee,  be  transmitted,  to  the  said 
lanrael  T.  Washington. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nnanimoasly^  and 
with  kHBd  aeelam&tioD. 

Mr.  HcKENNAN  said,  as  it  was  evident,  after 
te  interesting  scene  Jast  witnessed,  that  the  Hou^e 
Wtt  not  in  a  fit  state  for  the  transaction  of  bn^i- 
Bess,  he  wonid  now  move  that  the  Hcmse  adjonrn. 

Mr.  BK>PnNS  reqnested  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  that  it 
migfat  be  stated  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions  that 
th^ware  unanimously  adopted. 

The  suggestion  was  acceded  to,  and  the  resola- 
tiesBUDended  accordingly. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  moved  that  the  addressps 
of  Mean^  Summers  and  Adams,  this  moraiDg,  be 
q»ceid  upon  the  journal;  and  also  that  a  copy  be 
tndtflaitl0d  to  Mr.  Washington,  of  Kanawha,  Vir* 
gnni. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  nem.  cm. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednksoat,  February  ^9 1843. 

Mr.  BY ANS  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
^^Ueh  he  auted  he  intended  to  submit  ae  ian 
ameAdmenl  to  the  resolutions  introduced  on  ye«- 
teribgF  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  IMr. 
M6|>9VF|B|]  when  they  shall  comeup  for  consider- 

MmotMd,  Tbat,ainoDS  the  caoses  which  haye;contrihnted 
OKHlr  eOdently  to  the  depiessien  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
AMnnnteof  the  country,  and  to  the  consequent  impoverish* 
OfAe  naUonat  treasnry,  and  which  ha^e  thus  rendered  a 
it^  kmoB  laevitableb  is  ttie  want  of  a  currency  of  uniform 

IQ 1^  parts  of  the  United  States,  coanmanding  the  confi* 

dsoee  of  me  people;  rad  no  nieasure  designed  to  rerive  com* 
HMiesL  fgptaush  the  treasury,  Ind  avert  the  further  accnmula- 
ttoaof  p^^debt,  will  be  complete  or  adequate  to  the  acoom* 
nUavet  of  these  objects,  which  ftiil  to  supply  their  wanu. 
'  Jti§^m,  That  another  ofthe  prominent  causes  of  the  prcs* 
ml  MtwuniuJ  eoodltion  of  the  buslnsss  of  the  country,  and  of 
d»  puttUs  flntinftti.  and  which  has  largelT  impaired  American 
di^neier  aad  ^eoit,  which-has  exposea  republican  institu* 
oeaf  ttt  l^BpMMn  ana  obloquy,  is  the  failure  of  so  many  Btates 
ofthe  IMon  to  proride  for  the  regular  payment  ofthe  interest 
on  Atir  pnUic  debts;  and  especially  the  favor  and  coumen- 
ancn  which  have  been  ^ven,  to  some  extent,  in  some  portions 
oftkneowtfiy,  to  the  darmlog  and  destructive  doctrine,  that 
diffbli  are  not  binding  upon  the  people  of  the  Btates 
jt^pTMled  them,  but  may  be  annullM  and  repudiated 

while  this  Congreas  does  not  inteod  to  adopt 

InTthe  payment  by  the  tinited  States  of  t^  debts 

'  Btafes,  it  nevertheless  deems  it  proper,  in 

_.  jous  consequences  to  the  national  character 

10  the  instituueaa  of  republican  govermuent,  of 

States  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  and  of  the 

been  asserteA-*ihat  these  obligatiunaare 


declare,  U^t  the  ^abu, qf  theSiatesr 
ithoritytheK  ' 


lereof,  irespectiveiy,  are  ob* 


ligAtory  and  binding  upon  said  States,  and  cannot  be  by  them  an- 
nulfea  or  repudiated:  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty 
of  tlM  pet^e  of  saifl  States  to  resort  to  the  most  efficient  means 
In  their  power  for  the  preservation  of  their  faitli,  and  the  fulfil-  ^ 
men  t  of  their  obligations.  , 

Reeotf$ed^  That  it  is  the  dtity  of  Gongress,  by  every  consti- 
tutional and  proper  means  in  its  powers— by  the  adoption  ef 
n>easures  to  restore  and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  States;  by  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  and  ^e  regulation  and  odrote- 
iatration  of  the  public  finances,  hi  such  W19  as  shall  l>e  I^ast 
burdensome  to  the  people,  and  most  conducive  to  the  revival 
of  trade  and  commerce;  as  shall  secure  the  wages  of  labor  from 
fluctuation;  u  shall  give  securityand  steadiness  to  the  industry 
of  the  country,— (o  render  every  practicable  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  several  States  in  tiMr  efforts  to  meet 
thieir  engagements^  and  to  discharge  the  otmgatloos  into  which 
they  have  entered. 

The  ieaolutionf^  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presentrd  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  merchants  and  ofllcers  of  iosu- 
ranee  companieaof  ihecity  of  PMladelphIa,  stating 
that  the  growing  interests  of  our  commerce  in. the 
Pacifia  oceaOy  not  only  in  the  west  and  northwest 
guaner  of  America,  but  in  the  Saodfrich  UUmds 
and  China,  call  loudly  on  the  Government  to  esutb- 
It$h  a  regular  line  of  pitekets  to  Chagres,  and  an 
OTe^land  mail  to  Panama;  fQr  the  conveyance  of 
correspondence  and  treasure  to  and  from  the  Pa- 
cific. They  ask  Congress  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration.  Mr*  B  observed,  on  presentiog  the 
memorial,  that  it  was  strange  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress had  never  been  called  to  the  subject  of  the 
petition  before.  All  communication  to  the  Pacific 
has  to  pass  round  Cape  Horn;  when  it  was  known 
that  there  wns  a  near  route,  which  would  save  ten 
or  twelve  thousand  miles.  He  wenld  be  glad,  in- 
deed, if  anything  could  be  done  to  efifect  the  end 
desired  by  the  memorialists;  and  so  far  as  aoy  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  would  Ro  to  induce  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  the 
subject,  he  trusted  the  committee  would  givp  the 
subject  their  early  attention.  The  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee~on  Commerce* 

WASHINGTON'S   SWORD    AND    FRANK- 

LIN*S  STAFF. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mattbcw  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
their  clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  tha;t  body  had 
passed  a  resolution,  and  had  dieted  him  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein;  and  had 
also  directed  him  to  state  that  the  sword  and  cane, 
which  were  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  were 
also  forwarded,  through  their  Siergeant  at-arms,  to 
be  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  he  presumed  that 
this  would  be  ibe  proper  occasiiA  for  making  the 
motion  which  he  desired  to  make — that  the  Senate 
proeeed  to  immediate  action  upon  the  subject  ofthe 
resolution  which  had  just  been  communicate  to 
them  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolotion  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved hvthe SeneUe and  J^ouse 0/ Representaiivea  of 
the.  United  Statee  qf  America  in  Congreea  aeeemblea, 
That  the  tiumlcs  of  this  Congress  be  presented  to  Samuel  T. 
Washington,  of  Kanawha  county,  Virginia,  for  the  preatnt  of 
the  swora  used  by  hto  illustrlomi  rotative,  George  Washlngtonj^ 
in  the  military  career  of-his  early  yonth,  in  the  seven  years' 
waA  and  ihtoughout.the  war  of  our  oational  independence;  and 
of  the  staff  bMueathed  by  the  patriot,  statesman,  and  sage, 
Benjamin  FranlcUn,  to  the  same  leader  of  the  acmies  of  free- 
dom in  the  revotntionary  War,  George  Washiogtoo. 
•That  these  predons  relics  are  hereto  accepted  in  the  name 
of  the  nation;  that  they  be  deposited  for  safekeeping  in  the  De- 
partOMOt  of  Stats  of  the  United  Siatw  *nd  that  a  copy  of  this 
resoltitioo,  signed  by  the  Presidmtof  the  Senate  ana  Speaker 
of  the  fToaae  of  Representatives,  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
Samuel  T.  Washington. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Prbsidsnt:  The  grounds  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  other  House,  in  reference  to  these  invalua- 
ble relics,  not  being  necessarily  supposed  to  be 
known  to  this  bcdy,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  foe  consid- 
er^ improper  or  inappropriate,  (coming,  ss  they  do, 
ftom  ft  ciiizen  of  that  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
i»part  to  represent,)  that  I  should  make  some  brief 
remarks  before  qpmmittjng  ihe  resolution  to  the  dis- 
posal of  this  honorable  body. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  all  who  have  read  the  history 
of  General  Washington^  life,  that  he  left  to  four 
nephews  each  a  sword,  one  of  which  had  bad  the 
signal  honor  of  being  worn  by  him  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  military  services,  from  the 
time  he  entered  the  army  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  then  in  a  colonial  condition,  down  to  the 
m^otable  period  #hen,  having  achieved  his  coun- 


try's independence,  and  coupled  his  name  with  im« 
mortality,  he  resigned  the  high  commission  which 
he  bore,  and  retired  to  the  enjoyment  of  domestic 
tranquillity. 

Sir,  it  was  a  mark  of  good  taste  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  nephews  of  General  Washington  to 
selecs  ss  a  memorial  of  that  illustrious  m&  most 
worthy  of  being  presented  to  jhe  Congress  of  the 
'United  Slates,  this  simple  sword,  ft  is  a  relic  of 
no  ordinary  valUe  in  the  est^na^ion  of  that  gentle- 
man, as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Senate  and  the  country — having  been  the  battle  ' 
sword  of  that  hero,  during  the  whde  period  of  his 
immortal  career. 

.  Sir,  I  oug^ht,  perha[)s,  to  s%y  that  there  is  no 
question  of  its .  identity,. plain  and  simple  as  it  is; 
.  and  if  1  desired  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  really 
the  sword  which  General  Wuhington  had  worn 
throughout  his  Rlorious  career  of  military  service, 
1  would  find  sufficient  to  convince  m>self»  at  least, 
in  its  v^ry  plainness  and  simplicity. 

Bui  I  will  not  go  into  an  Argument  to  prove  its 
identity,  nor  will  I  tr^e  its  history:  that^has  been 
already  done  in  the  other  House,  by  an  honorable 
member  of  that  body,  a  colleague  of  mine,  who  has 
added,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  executed  that  duty, 
another  wreath  to  his  own  honor,  and  shown  how 
well  he  deserved  to  be  made  the  instrument  of 
conveying  to  Congress  this  invaluable  gift. 

Sir,  there  may  be  those  who  think  it  is  un- 
fitting the  dignity  of  Senatorial  bodies  to  pay 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  such  simple  relics 
as  thi^;  but  I  confess,  if  there  be  any  such,  I  am 
not  of  the  number. 

Sir,  those  who  have  bren  the  precursors  of  our 
course  in  the  great  career  of  liberty,  have  not  been 
of  the  opinion  that  such  mementoes  were  valueless. 
We  have  no  record  of  any  country,  in  wbieh  free- 
dom has.triumphed,  where  4llnstrtou6  men,  after 
tb^y  have  pas^  from  their  morul  career,  had 
not  statues  erected  to  their  memory,  and  relics  and 
memoriaia,  such  as  those  now  lying  upon  your  ta* 
ble,  commemorative  of  their  achievements,  care- 
folly  preserved.  They  are  calculated,  in  an  emi* 
nent  tiegree,  to  prodnee  the  feelings  and  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue  in  recessive  generations.  By  asso- 
ciating the  memortfils  of  great  achievements  with 
the  names  of  those  who  performed  them,  and  pre- 
senting them  continually  10  the  eyes  of  men,  ^ey 
serve  to  inspire  the  same  feelings  which* have  pro- 
dueed  such  achievements. 

8ir»  judging  from  my  own  feelings,  no  statue 
nor  mausoleum  can  produce  so  great  an  eflfSect  as 
the  smallest  relic  which  is  intimately  associated 
with  the  person  of  the  benefactor  of  hts  country. 
These  are,  indeed,  small  and  inconsiderable  relics; 
but  who  are  the  persons,  and  what  are  the  names, 
with  which  they  stand  aasociatedl 

Washington  !-^when  this  name  is  mentioned, 
who  shall  be  presumptuous  enough  to  conceive 
that  eulogy  can  add  anything  to  the  feelings  which 
the  mere  sound  of  it  produces^?  Washington  !— of  ^ 
whom  one  of  i)ie  most  eminent  men  living  in  the 
present  day,  and  himself  the  subject  of  a  mon- 
archy, has  said,  and  said  truly,  that  anK)ng  unin- 
spired men,  that  was  the  greatest  name  of  .all. 
And  it  i%  Mr.  President;  for  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  if  it  were  possible  that  a  man  as  heroic  and 
as  virtuous  as  Washington  should  be  permitted  by 
a  beneficent  Providence  to  be  placed  in  authority 
now,  he  could  not  by  possibility  be  as  great  a  man 
as  Washington  wa«.  And  why }  Because  cir- 
cumstances must,  in  every  case,  form  one  of  the 
elenoents  of  greatness.  Because  no  living  man 
can  apain  be  placed  in  circumslancec  where  he 
can  signalize  himself  as  our  glorious  Washington 
has  done. 

Sir,  we  may  have  many  founders  of  liberty  in 
every  country  and  in  every  clime;  but  never  can 
there  he  another  founder  of  the  liberties  of  a  whole 
race;  and  though  we  should  prove  recreant  to  his 
memory,  and  treacherously  refuse  to  preserve  the 
mementoes  of  bis  fame,  this  is  the  character  which 
Washington  will  receive  in  all  aftertimes,  from 
all  races  of  men.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  receiving  General 
Washington  in  a  light  altogether  too  cenfined  to 
claim  his  benefactions  as  our  exclusive  benefac- 
tions, and  bis  fame  as  our  fame. 

Sir,  the  thousands  of  generations  which  are  to 
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Spring  up  in  tftertime  upon  the  face  of  the  earibi 
soder  the  shadow  of  that  glorioas  i^erme  of  liberty 
which  has.  been  plaot^d  upon  this  continent,  when 
it  shall  have  extended  its  lo'xjriant  branches  and 
brought  forth  its  fruit  In  full  maturity,  will  all  of 
them  claim  Washington,  as  we  now  are  entitled 
to  claim  him-*as  their  benefactor,  and  the  aptbor 
'  of  their  libertle?,  as  he  has  been  of  oun>! 

And  FftANKtaif  !->names  associated  in  this  coun- 
try'^  history  as  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  hu- 
man race — Frankuit,  scarcely  less  illastrious  for 
bis  important  difcovefies  in  science.  Names  now 
associated  by  the  seemingly  fortnitons  gift  of  a 
mere  eane! — inconsiderabfe,  indeed,  in  itself,  but 
of  immense  valoe,  as  having  belonged  to  him. 

Sir,  the  discoveries  of  Franklin,  as  a  philoso- 
pher, (for  I  mean  noW'^nly  to  pay  aT^assing  tribate 
to  him  in  that  view,)  wiU  hereafter  be  considered 
as  most  extraordinary  beneractions  to  the  cause  of 
science— greater  than  those  of  any  man  that  has 
liyed  in  any  age  of  the  world. 

Such  are  the  names  which  are  here  associated 
by  these  trifling  gt(ts!  And  what  is  it  that  the 
Senate  is  now  ^lled  upon  to  do  by  this  resolution? 
To  pay  a  passing  tribnte  of  homage  or  admiration? 
Ifo;  that  is  not  the  word  to  be  employed  in  speak- 
ing of  eilbvr  of  these  men:  it  is  not  hom^ze— it  is 
not  admiration;  'here  is  but  a  ringle  word  in  our 
langoage  that  will  express  it — the  tribute  of  our 
▼eneration. 

Sir,  it  was  the  simplicity  of  the  style  of  our 
Teoerated  Franklin,  which  distinguished  him  as 
much  as  his  eminent  Tirtaes,  and  his  profound 
knowlHge,  and  his  glorious  contributions  to  ihe 
caase  of  liberty  as  well  as  science  He  said  of 
General  Washington — the  friend  of  liberty  and 
the  friend  of  mankiad^^lhat  b^  deserved  a  sceptre. 
Sir,  that  great  man  not  only  merited,  but  he  gnined 
a  sceptre.  It  was  thought,  at  the  period  of  his  de< 
mise,  not  too  great  praise  to  say  that  he  was  en- 
throned in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  And 
thus  it  is  that  he  is  destined  to  be  sceptred  in  the 
estimation  and  the  admiration  of  all  succeeding 
ages. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  detain  the  Senate  no 
longer.  The  inconsiderable  meed  of  praise  which 
I  feel  proud  to  b'*stow  upon  those-illustrions  names 
shall  no  longer  be  an  interruption  or  impediment 
to  the  expri^sion  which  I  know  the  Senate  is  ready 
to  make — of  that  tribu  e  of  veneration  so  justly 
due  to  the* benefactors  of  mankind. 

The  resolution  haviug  been  onanimqusly  adopted, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

WsDHESDAT,  February  8,  1843. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Milwan- 
kie,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress,  to 
esiabiish  a  mail  route  commencing  at  Milwaukie, 
^  passing  through  Wauwatooso,  Henomonee,  Lis- 
'  bon,  and  Warren,  inter*ecting  a  route  at  Summit, 
which  runs  through  Piperville  and  Waiertown,  to 
Fox  Lake;  which  last  named  route  was  established 
at  ihe  last  session  of  Cpngress. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
of  Wan watoosa,  Lisbon,  and  Warren,  a&king  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  mall  route  commencing  at  Mil- 
waukee, running  through  the  north  part  of  the 
town  of  Wauwatooea,  also  through  the  towns  of 
Lisbon,  Menomonee,  and  Warren,  to  intersect  the 
mail  route  already  established  through  the  town  of 
Summit,  to  Piperville,  Waierlown,  and  Fox  Lake, 
in  it|e  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 
»^  Abo,  9,  petition  of  Roxanna  Evans,  late  Roxan- 
Ba  Lewis,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  ap propria* 
tion  to  remunerate  her  for  the  loss  of  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  British  on  the  13ih  December,  1813, 
at  Lewistown,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Lisbon,  Milwaukie  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  to  estaftlish  a  mail  route  from 
the  town  of  Milwaukie,  through  the  nor^h  part  of 
the  town  of  Wauwatoosa,  through  the  towns  of 
Menomonee,  Lisbon,  and  Warr«n,  to  inters&ct  the 
mail  route  at  Summit,  through  PipersvilJe  and 
Watertown,  fo  Fox  Lake;  this  latter  route  having 
beeo  est^blisbed  at  the  last  cession  of  Congress.       | 


Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wanwatorsa,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a 
mail  route  from  the  town  of  Milwaukie,  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  passing  throufth  the  said 
town  of  Wauwatoosa,  on  the  road  established  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  to  intersect 
the  established  route  at  Summit,  as  established  bj 
Congress. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
A.  Dodge,  and  22  other  citizens  of  Prospect,  Maine, 
asking  for  a|i  it  crease  of  the  duty  en  lumber  and 
wood. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
cilizejas  of  Barrytown,  and  the  vicinity  thereof,  in 
Wa&hington  county,  Alabama,  praying  tor  the  es- 
tablL^hmtnt  of  a  post  route  therein  n^ntioned. 

THE  NATIONAL  RELICS. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  submitted  the  following 
isesolntipn,  prefaced  with  a  few  obmrvationft,  which 
were  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk: 

Mtaohedj  Thai  20,000  coplM  of  th«  fall  Joaniftl  of  the  pro- 
CMdin^  of  (he  Hoqm  on  the  preeeatation  of  the  sword  of 
Washington,  be  printed  for  dietiilMition  by  the  raemben  of  tbii 
House. 

Mr.  BRIGGfS  begged  permission  to  amend  the 
journal  before  that  resolution  was  agreed  to.  He 
begged  to  m(  Ve  an  amendment  of  the  journal,  by 
the  addition  of  the  followinc  letter  of  Mr.  Samuel 
T.  Washington  to  )llr.  Si7mmcrs,  accompanying 
the  sword  and  cane,  which  were  yesterday  present- 
ed to  Congress: 

CoAL>  Mouth,  Kanawha,  cotmrr,  (Va.). 

January  9, 1843. 

Mt  dbar  nnu  With  this,  jroo  will  receive  the  war-sword  of 
my  ffraod-uncle,  General  George  Waahington,  and  the  fold- 
heacwd  cane  txqueathed  to  him  by  Doctor  Benjamin  FrarvkUn. 

These  inlereating  relics  I  wish  to  be  preaented,  through  you, 
my  dear  sir,  to  the  Confresa  of  the  Ifnited  Sutes,  on  behalf  of 
the  nation. 

Congress  can  dispoee  of  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem 
most  appropriate,  and  best  calculated  to  keep  in  memory  the 
character  and  services  of  thOiw  two  illnatrions  fouoders  of  our 
Republic.    I  am,  with  esteem,  yours, 

_    ^  SAMUEL  T.  Washington. 

To  Hod.  Gbomb  W.  Stnomui, 

House  of  RepreaentaiiT«s. 

The  motion  tq  amend  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  (rmn  Virginia  was 
then  adopted. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Bfr.  REYNOLDS  then -moved  that  the  House 
proceed  with  it3  regular  business  during  the  morn- 
ing hour — namely,  the  calling  on  committees  for 
reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Comn^ttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of-  taking  np  the 
navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  PlCKBNSTsaid  the  order  of  business  bad 
been  too  long  departed  from,  and  he  now  called 
for  its  obserrance^that  committees  might  report 
during  Jhe  morning  honr. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  vras  very  little  time 
left  for  the  discussion  of  the  navy  appropriation 
billin  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  therefore  he  felt  bound  to  press  bis  mo* 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  inquired  what  became  of 
the  special  order  ye&terday;  the  House,  in  a  fit  of 
enthusiasm,  having  adjourned  without  taking  it 
up. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  by  general  consent  it  was 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  itsked  the  Hoase  then  to  give 
him  to-morrow  for  the  subject  of  reciprocity. 

A/ier  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  FILL- 
MORE, J.P.KENNEDY,  PICKENS,  and  CLIP- 
FORD,  took  part,  Saturday  was  afsigoed  for  that 
bnsihess. 

GENER4L  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  PEARCE  called  up  the  question  of  present* 
ing  the  reports  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  Ihe 
subject  of  refunding  the  fine  of  general  Jackson, 
On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved  on  a 
former  occa4on. 

After  a  desultory  conver«atioQ,  the  motion  to 
print  was  agreed  to. 

FRENCH  SPOUATIONS. 
Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  rose  to  move  a  recpn* 
sideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  the  motion  of  Mr.  LD.  Jones, 


I  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolotioa  of 
Mr.  CtTSHiNo,  from  the  Committee  on  Fwnp 
Afi'airs,  to  fix  a  day  to  take  a  bill  entitled  **A  bin 
to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  due  lo 
certain  American  citizens,  for  spoliations  comiDit- 
ted  on  their  commerce  prior  to  the  31tt  Jaly, 
1801,*'  oat  of  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  denied  the  power  of  the  gentli* 
man  to  make  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  if  it  could  be  done,  they 
might  go  on  reconsidering  throughotit  the  session. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  also  observed  that  it  conki  not 
be  done,  otherwise  their  business  would  be  inter- 
minable. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  explained;  and  after 
a  few  words  from  Mr.  FILLMORE  and  Mr. 
ATHERTON, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  eoold 
not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  appealed  from  tiie 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  no- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  CommiUee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Alleh 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  with  the  con&ideratioii 
of  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  an  amendmeDt 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Msai- 
WKTHKR,]  by  which  the  pay  of  all  oflScers  in  the 
navy  was  to  be  reduced  SO  per  cent. 

Mr.  HOLMES  (who  held  the  floor)  addressed 
the  committee  at  large*    He  commenpedby  re- 
marking that  he  should  not  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  amendment  under  consideration.      He  was 
well  aware  that  the  spirit  of  retrenchment  was 
abroad  in  the  country.    It  only  remained  for  the 
House  to  determiite  how  that  spirit  had  beui  ex- 
cited, and  bow  it  was  to  be  satis^d  and  put  to  rest. 
The  conviction  was  now  crowding  upon  us,  tluu 
acrisis^  was  at  hand;  and  it  did  not  behoove  Whigs 
only y  or  Democrats  only,  but  it  behooved  every 
man  to  believe  himself  to  be  the  depository  of  the 
interests  of  this  GK)vemment.    Before  the  AoMri- 
can  people  he  arraigned  the  present  Congress,  and 
he  now  declared  that  the  Whigs  had  faltered  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  whilst  the  Democrats  re- 
mained inert.    Ail  seemed  to  be  alike  indifferent  to 
the  crisis  which'  was  at  hand.    He  had  kog  fore- 
seen, that  when  the  oountry  came  to  its  present 
dilemma— when  the  taxing  power  applini  to  eoB- 
merce  failed  to  furnish  an  adequate  revenue,  aid 
difficulties  came  in  every  sbape--all  would  shriak 
from  the  responsibility  when  the  spectra  appeand 
in  terrible  array  before  them.    Now,  when  the  ex- 
penses  of  the^  Government  were   estioMtted  at 
#90,000,000,  and  its  receipts  at  but  |10,000,MO, 
gentlemen,  instead  of  calmly  viewing  the  stale  of 
things,  and  sf  eking  a  remedy,  covered  thar  eyes, 
and  avoided  even  the  sight  of  the  calamiiies  aroiad 
them.    He  was  convinced  that  the  lime  had  ar- 
rived when  the  Representatives  here  laaewbled, 
individually  and  collectively,  were  bound  to  take 
heed  of  the  public  wants,  and  when  they  could  bo 
longer  go  home,  and  say  to  their  rq>foaehing  con- 
stituents, "thou  canst  not  $ay  I  did  iu*>    He  felt  it 
bis  duty  to  move  that  all  appropriation  biUs^he  laid 
.  on  the  table;  and  that  .thi%  as  well  as  others,  be  tot 
passed,  until  the  House  eoujd  know  what  were  to  be 
the   sources   of  revenue.    He    would*  theiefeie, 
send  to  the  Chair  the  following  preamble  and  res- 
olution, which  be  intended  to  offer  in  the  Houae  at 
the  proper  time. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whereaa  the  fact  to  dow  disclosed.  lh«t  the  reTeoneofte 
Govemment will  tall  onebalf  from  the  amoaot  eHiimtad  ij 
the  Becretarj  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1813»  and  tfatt  Oe 
high  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  imports  by  the  t«rlf«  IM 
hare  prerented  the  importation  of  merchaBOise  to  thsaoMill 
estimated  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  tariiT  bill:  Aai 
whereas  all  the  appropriation  Mis  presrated  totheHM»lf 
the  '"Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant*'  have  been  mmA 


the  estimates  of  revenue  fumMieJ  by  tfie  nefiffsrjr  of  ihi 
Treasurr  in  his  annual  report  at  the  commenoMIMK  of  tft 
•easioD:  And  whereas  it  is  highly  inezpadieRC  toftmad  wlik 
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.    C«fitifii»ed  f%fim  Ab.  16. 

Utt  <?9iMid»Hlion  of  the  appropriatiomi  befbra  we  have  conract 
inlbnBBtioa  upon  the  amount  of  a  probable  iocome:  There* 
fbfe, 

gwe^frf,  Tbat  this  appropriation  hill  be  laid  aeide  inform- 
ally; wbA  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report 
rB  Um  [WDbable  revenue;  ta  report  a  bill,  arranging  the  du- 
ijpon  importt  ao  ae  to  ralae  the  largest  amount  or  revenue; 
aad  rarther  to  report  upon  the  beet  mode  of  retrenching  ex* 
peOMi,  ao  aa  to  make  the  revenue  meet  the  ejrpeneee. 

The  G8A1R  stid  the  r solution  was  not  in  or- 
der. 
Sereral  members:  "It  is  not  offered." 
Mr.  HOLMB8  said  be  now  gaye  notice  of  his 
intntioa  to  offer  the  resolution,  and  also  of  bis  in- 
leaiMB  to  naove  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
whoee  dnty  it  shonld  be  to  examine  into  the  canses 
of  a  fajlare  in  the  revennes  of  the  Government;  to 
lepon  to  tbe  House  the  proper  means  to  be  resorted 
10,  to  svpply  the  dcfideneyj^and  to  report  whether 
it  #as  not  proper  to  cut  down — ^not  the  navy,  not 
tbearmy^  not  tlie  civil  list— bnt  all  and  everj  salary 
and  emolament  now  enjoyed  by  any  person  in  tbe 
employ  of  the  Gkvemment,  in  a  horisontal  scale. 

Tbe  question  was  now  presented,  whether  we 
shonld  have  a  Government  such  as  Mr.  Jefferson 
wanted,  and  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  want;  or  a 
Government  such  as  tbe  experience  of  the  last  war 
*  tatM^ht  us  was  the  most  proper — a  Gk>verDment 
wim  adequate  means  of  defence.    It  mnst,  he 
thought,  be  evident  that  we  could  not  carry  on  our 
Government  with  a  revenne  of  j(10,000,000,  unless 
we  abandoned  our  navy — not  with  such  a  revenue, 
unless  we  were  content  io  have  a  passive  com- 
merce.   It  was  needless  to  think,  of  keeping  ships 
in  t^try  quarter  of  the  globe,  without  a  navy  to 
enforee  their  rights  and  the  decrees  of  this  Govern- 
ment.   New,  whilst  he  wished  to  sustain  oar  com- 
merce, we  had  before  us  the  discovery  that  our 
flttsna  were  decreasing,  whilst  our  expenditufes 
were  increasiog.    The  resources  on  which  alone 
we  had  to  rely,  were  those  derived,  in  tbe  first 
place,  from  a  tax  on  commerce,  and,  in  the  second, 
from    direct  taxation.     What  was  the   present 
position  of  our  commerce?    In  1816,  our  trade 
was  in  tbe  most  flourishing  condition,   and  all 
comitries  were  tributaries  to  the  United  States. 
Itwn  was  introdnced  a  system  of  indirect  taxation, 
for  the  benefit  of  internal  industry.    The  encour- 
agenent  given  to  internal  industry  had  the  effect 
of  -dnalmahing  imports,  and  of  breaking  down 
iU  commerce  decreased,  so  did  the 
derived  by  Government  from  imports.    The 
^Uhire  of  the  one  produced  a  faHure  of  tbe  other. 
Wbd  was  tbe  aoawer  of  these  friends  of  home  Ite- 
dostry,  when  the  prediction  was  made,  that,  by 
ItofiedBgit,  we  should  dimmifh  commerce,  and 
lesMn  the  duties  derivable  from  imports)    They 
said,  when  import  duties  fail,  tax  tiiose  establisb- 
mema  and  pursuits  wliieh  your  policy  has  reared. 
Tha  time  ban  now  arrived  when  this  prediction  was 
verified,  and  when,  by  pusbisg  the  tax  upon  eom- 
aMiee  to  an  extreme,  for  the  benefit  of  these  domes- 
tie  attahihiiments,  the  revenue  bad  failed.     There 
mtmt  either  be  a  resort  to  commerce,  by  reducing 
the  tariff  or  to  excises  and  other  direct  taxes,  as 
held  out  by  the  advocates  of  home  industry,  when 
eomoieree  was  first  taxed  for  their  benefit.    But 
did  any  ene  believe  that  if  a  tax  of  20  per  cent, 
were  imposed   upon   ail  the   iron^  coal,   clotb, 
spirita,  and  other  articles   manufactured  in   the 
United  States,  it  would  be  paid?    Most  assuredly 
ioL    Were  such  a  measure  to  be  carried,  be  t>e- 
lieved  that  it  would  excite  an  insurrection,  in  com* 
parison  with  which  the  famous  **whiskey  insurrec- 
tion" would  be  but  as  a  ^mall  breeze  to  the  howl- 
isg  stotm.    Could  geiMlemen  seriously  <  tbink  of 
taxing  the  wheat  of  Indiana  or  Illinois,  the  cotton 
of  Mimissippi,  tiie  means  of  exbaasted  Maryland? 
These  States  could  not  now  sdpport  their  Stale 
Governments.    They  could,  with  difficulty,  strug- 
gle against  the  weight  of  indet>tedness  upon  th^m. 

An  o^f  measuref)  would  be  of  no  av4il,  except 

•a  medBeation  of  the  tariff  and  a  revival  of  free 

trade.    However  painful  it  might  be  to  tiie  manu- 


facturers, they  must  be  told  tbat  tiie  question  was 
not  whether  their  interests  should  suffer,  but  whether 
this  great  Republic  should  survive  or  perii^h.  The 
tariff  must  be  brought  down  to  the  sole  objects  of 
revenue — the  rmnut  poinl.  There  was  one  point, 
which,  whenever  arrived  at^  produced  smuggling; 
and  also  a  point  which  was  too  low,  because  a 
higher  one  would  produce  more  revenne.  Gentle* 
men  might  depend  upon  it,  should  the  present 
tariff  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force  two  more  years, 
there  would  be  little  or  no  revenne  at  all.  He 
had  lately  seen  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  our 
minister  at  London,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
he  had  ascertained,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
most  extensive  preparations  were  making  to  cahry 
on  a  system  of  smuggling  along  the  whole  of  our 
fromier.  He  had  also  been  told  by  a  friend  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  lake  trade,  that  great  prep- 
arations were  making  for  smuggling.  [A  voice: 
"What  are  they?*"]  A  large  amount  of  capital  had 
been  invested  in  erecting  warehouses,  and  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  suited  to  the  business.  An 
efficient  police  was  also  engaged  to  further  the  de- 
signs of  smu^lers,  and  thereby  enable  them  to 
bring  in  goods  at  a  cost  of  from  10  to  13  per  cent, 
to  the  American  merchant. 

.  He  called  attention  to  what  tiie  Whigs  of  the 
present  Congress  had  done.  Did  they  dream,  when 
they  created  the  present,  high  tariff,  that  in  less 
than  six  months  the  revenue  would  lapse  into  one- 
half  of  what  they  estimated?  Was  it  not  tiieir 
dnty  to  propose  some  mode  of  reliel?  Thqy  said 
their  hands  were  tied,  and  tftt  they  had  not  the 
executive  power.  The  Democrats  contended 
tbat  they  were  not  responsible,  being  then  in  a 
minority.  Tbe  Executive  could  not  act,  because 
Congress  was  not  with  him.  Congress  would  not, 
because  it  was  divided  into  parties.  Parlies  wonid 
not,  because  they  were  engaged  in  President-ma- 
king. Thus,  whilst  the  que&tion  with  us  wa.«,  wheth- 
er a  Northern  or  a  Southern  man  should  be  Presi- 
dent, the  Government  was  gradually  going  <o 
decay. 

'He  should  not  vote  for  any  diminution  of  sala- 
ries, unless  he  could  carry  ont  a  total  reform.  H6 
wished  members  would  come  to  the  rescue.  The 
people,  he  felt  assured,  would  take  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  unless  Congress  should  soon  act  as  be- 
came it.  Congress  should  cut  down  the  salaries  of 
its  own  members,  as  well  as  the  salaries  of  officers 
of  the  Government.  Such  a  measure— general  in 
its  character — would,  he  thought,  have  a  salutary 
effect.  Let  not  gentlemen  talk  of  cuttinis  down  the 
navy  only.  Let  them  not^ay  thait  its  officers  were 
idle  and  dissipated.  Pass  this  reduction  of  their 
pay  alone,  and  it  would  be  a  direct  eensAe  cast 
upon  them.  He  referred  to  the  situation  of  tbe 
country  during  the  last  war,  when  dismay  was 
spread  over  the  land,  and  when  tiie  hearts  of  some 
of  the  stoutest-  patriots  quailed  at  the  thought  that 
our  country  had  too  hastily  entered  into  a  contest 
with  Bngland.  Nothing  but  the  aehievements  of 
the  navy  dispersed  the  gloom,  and  enabled  us  to  end 
the  war  in  one  blaze  of  glory.  He  related  several 
anecdotes  of  our  navy,  and  also  of  the  British  ser- 
vice, in  order  to  illustrate  his  poritioa,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  that  its 
officers  should  always  be  fighting,  or,  like  Nan- 
tucket whalers,  always  on  the  ocean. 

He  was,  in  time  of  peace,  for  keeping  the  navy 
in  a  stftte  of  efficiency  to  be  prepared  for  war;  and 
deprecated  Mr.  Jefferson's  Chinese  policy,  which 
prevented  the  growth  of  that  arm  of  national  de- 
fence. Did  gentlemen  expect — with  oar  mer- 
chants competing  with  Great  Britain  in  every 
clime,  in  the  sale  of  those  manufactures  so  essen- 
tial to  ber  existence,  and  contesting  with  ~her  the 
carrying  trade,  which  enabled  her  mercantile  ma- 
rine to  keep  up  her  military  marine— that  we 
should  escape  from  the  same  attack  that  was  made 
on  China,  if  our  navy  should  be  disrnantled?  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  West,  who  were  so  mnoh  opposed 
to  appropriations  for  an  efficient  navy,  tiiought 


themselves  perfectiy  ensconotd  behind  the  moun- 
tains, and  as  secure  from  the  BfitishPaizhan  gnus 
as  a  tortoise  within  her  ahell  is  ttom  the  birds  and 
beasts  of  prey;  but  tiiey  might  find  themseLres 
mistaken.  He  declared  it  as  his  belief  tiiat,  witii- 
out  the  fh>tection  of  an  efficient  navr,  there  waa 
not  a  point  in  the  country  watered  by  our  rivers 
that  would  not  be  asMiiled  bf  British  cannon  from 
their  steamships,  in  the  event  of  a  war  witii  that 
power.  The  Atiantic  and  the  Gulf  were  admitted 
to  be  af  aailable  by  all;  but  gentiemen  thotigbt  that 
tbe  mighty  rivers  of  the  interior  were  safe.  Thsro 
was  not  one  of  them  that  was  so.  Did  any  gen- 
tleman suppose  that  the  British  «teamshipe  could 
not  run  up  tiie  Mississippi,  and  lay  the  towns  oa 
its  banks  under  contribution?  Whoever  doubted 
it,  doubted  the  application  of  means  to  ends.  Nay, 
u.ore;  there  were  tiie  Northern  lakes,  which  cookl 
be  covered  by  British  fleets  before  any  prepncation 
could  be  miMle  to  meet  them.  Gkntlemen  were 
aware  that  ships  from  Liverpool,  of  one  thouaand 
tons,  could  now  enter  Lake  Ootnrio,  through  the 
Welland  Canal.  Suppose  a  war  should  be  declared 
with  Bngland.  Their  steasMhips  could  go  up  the 
canal,  take  possession  of  every  lake,  take  posaea* 
sion  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan — go  up  tha 
Mississippi,  and  take  possession  of  the  towns  on 
its  banks;  and  where  were  we,  without  a  Aavyi  to 
meet  tiiem?  *  What  dependence  was  there  on  the 
much- Aunted  Western  rifle?  Why,  we  might  aa 
well  attempt  to  take  posseasion  of  tiie  rook  of  Gib- 
raltar with  the  anows  of  tiie  Indian,  as  to  astail 
one  of  tiiese  ihighty  engines  witii  rifles. 

Now,  his  proposition  to  each  and  every  member 
of  tbe  House  was  this:  to  put  their  hands  on  their 
hearts,  and  resolve  to  extricate  the  country  at 
on2e  flrom  the  difficulties  in  which  it  is  involved; 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  tha 
best  mode  of  accomplishing  that  object,  and  adapt- 
ing the  remedjt  to  the  situation  of  the  country  and 
I  its  resources,  wiUieut  any  regard  to  sectional  in- 
terests or  to  President-making.  Mr.  H.  referred 
to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury,  the  de- 
ficiency of  revenue  under  the  late  high  tariff,  and 
the  growing  increase  of  tbe  public  debt;  and  showed 
that,  witiiout  some  adequate  measure  of  relief,  the 
country  would  soon  be  driven  to  the  alternatives 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [lir. 
Coopsn,^ — of  direet  taxation,  or  the  abolishment 
of  the  navy  and  army.  Extensive  preparationa 
were  making  for  smuggling  goods  into  the  coun- 
try, which  would  reduce  our  levenues  from  im- 
ports to  a  still  lower  state.  Under  these  drcnmi* 
8ianc<^,  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  to  lay  aside  party 
feelings  and  sectibnal  interests,  and  adapt  tiieir 
legislation  to  tiie  welfare  of  tiie  whole  country. 
It  was  not  now  a  question  whether  one  interest 
should  be  fostered  at  the  expense  of  another,  nor 
whetiier  the  people  could  live  under  a  smuggling 
trade;  but  whether  the  Government  should  be 
carried  on. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  observed  tiiat,  frona 
tbe  commencement  of  this  session  down  to  tbe 
present  hour,  it  had  become  extreiue1rnismuB«b!8~ 
among  that  portion  of  the  members  who  were 
pleas^  to  term  themselves  the  Democracy,  to 
avail  themselves  of  every  occasion  to  denounce 
the  Whig  parly— denounce  their  principles,  and 
impeach  their  motives  of  action.  The  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,] 
just  delivered,  was  a  continuation  of  these  attacks; 
and  he  could  wish  tbat  the  province  of  defending 
his  party  had  fallen  into  abler  and  better  bands. 
He  had,  some  days  f>ince,  determined  to  take  the 
first  opportunity  to  make  tbat  defence;  and,  weak 
as  it  m'ght  be,  he  Would  now  make  it.  It  would 
be  well  if  gentlemen  of  the  Democracy,  before 
they  denounced  the  principles  of  tbe  Whigs,  would 
declare  what  their  principles  were.  The  Whjga, 
they  said,  were  the  high  tariff  party,  tiie  distribu- 
tion party,  and  the  bank  of  tbe  United  States  par- 
ty; but  what  were  their  principles?  There  seemed 
to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  among  gentlemen  o( 
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Hie  Demoeratie  party  ^  to  what  Whig  principles 
wera.  Ona  gentlaman  deelaied  that  the  Whigs 
had  BO  prjneiples,  and  had  none  io  1840;  another 
geAtleman  said  that  in  1840  tbey  had  priaciples, 
bat  that  they  were  most  detestable  and^profligate; 
and  another  gentleman  said  that  they  had  one  set 
of  principles  for  the  North,  and  another  for  the 
South.  Now,  with  this  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
what  Whig  principles  were,  he  shonld  like  to 
know  whether  those  of  the  Democratic  party  were 
better  defined.  If  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina was  to  be  beilcTed,  free  trade  wi^s  one  of  the 
cardinal  principlea  of  Democracy.  He  asked 
the  gentlemen  from  the  North  if  they  were 
prepared  to  adopt  free  trade  as  one  of  their 
principles.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
opposite  to  him  [ftr.  McB^xon]  said  that  free 
trade  was  the  true  policy  of  the  country; 
and  another  gentleman  from  the  same  State  [Mr. 
R.  D.  Datis]  was  for  free  trade»  direct  tazea,  no 
lawa  for  the  collection  of  debt; ,  and  the  nniversal 
rights  of  man.  Wetl,  he  would  call  Mr.  John 
C.  Calhoun  to  the  stand— one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Democracy  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
the  candidate  of  a  large  portion  of  his  party  for  the 
Prseidency,  and,  he  might  be  permitted  to  add, 
one  of  the  most  consistent  of  the  Democratic  lead- 
«».  • 

[Here  Mr.  W.  read  a  quotation  from  a  speech 
of  Mr^  Calhoun  of  the  last  session,  ending  with 
the  assertion  that  the  whole  Democratic  party  was 
rallied  under  the  banners  of  free  trade*  in  faror  of 
free  trade.] 

Here  he  had  the  testimony  of  the  gentlemaa 

firom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmss,]  and  of  two' 

gentlemen  fh>Qi  New  York,  [Messrs.  M^Kkon  and 

Daw,]  that  free  trade  was  one  of  the  cardinal 

principles  of  Democracy,  and,  above  all,  that  of 

the  great  leader  of  a  large  portion  of  them— one 

whom  he  was  bound  to  declare  that  he  believed  to 

"be  at  honest  a  man  as  ever  breathed  the  political 

atmosphere,  and,  whatever  might  be  said  of  his 

.  changes  of  opinion  on  political  subjects,  there  was 

BO  spot  or  blemish  either  on  his  public  or  private 

« chaimcter.    He  alluded  to  John  C.  Calhoun,  who 

nade  the  declaration. 

Now,  he  asked  Northern  gentlemen  on  that  floor, 
who  could  deceive  their  Southern  colleagues  no 
longer,  if  tbey  were  in  favor  of  those  principles 
of  free  ttade  as  the  cardinal  principles  of  Democ- 
fscyl  He  appealed  to  the  Repiesentative  of  the 
district  in  which  Bdr.  Van  Baren,  the  great  leader 
of  Northern  Democracy,  resided. 

Mr.  R.  McCLBLLAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
respond.  If  by  free  trade  I  am  to  understand  di- 
rect taxation,  I  am  opposed  to  free  trade.  But  if, 
by  free  trade,  I  am  to  understood  low  duties  and 
low  taxation,  then  I  am  in  favor  of  free  trade. 
[Cries  of  **That*S  right.''] 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  asked  the  gentleman  if  he 
was  in  favor  of  free  trade;  and  that  gentleman  re- 
plied, by  asking  him  what  free  trade  meant. 

Mr.  McCLBLLAN.  Well,  sir,  I  will  tell  the 
g^tleman  what  I  mean,  so  plainly  that  he  shall  not 
misunderstand  me. 

Mr.  WHTTfl  refhsed  to  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  for  that  purpose.  He 
then  went  on  to  observe  that  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers were  afraid  of  committing  themselves,  before 
their  constituents;  and  asked  if  the  Southern  Dem- 
ocrats were  in  frivor  of  free  trade,  and  the  North- 
ern Democrats  were  not,  whether  there  were  not  in 
the  Democratic  ranks,  divisions  similar  to  those  with 
which  the  Whig  party  had  been  taunted.  He 
further  alluded  to  the  triumph  claimed  by  Northern 
Democratic  presses,  which  attributed  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  bill  to  the  vote  of  Mr.  Silas  Wright  of 
the  United  States  Senate;  and  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Southern  Democratic  presses,  by  which 
odium  was  piled  upon  the  Whig  party  for  the  pas- 
sage of  that  same  bill;  but  when  the  Democrats 
from  those  two  divisions  of  the  country  met  on 
this  floor,  they  were  as  gefetle  as  cooing  doves.  He 
should  then  assume  that  free  trade  was  a  cardinal 
principle  of  the  Democratic  creed;  while,  on  the 
other  side,  protection  of  American  industry  was 
the  qipoeing  party  principle;  and  so  far  the  posi- 
tion of  the  two  parties  was  understood.  But  he 
would  ask  the  free-trade  advocates,  if  their  doc- 


trines should  prevail,  how  they  would  supnly  the 
deficiency  which  would  be  thereby  createdl  Not 
from  customs.  Not  from  import  duties.  Not  by 
taxing  the  commerce  of  foreign  nations.  They 
were  told  there  were  two  courses— the  one  taxing 
commerce,  and  the  other  direct  taxation.  If  the 
principles  of  free  trade  should  prevail,  direct  taxa- 
tion would  be  inevitable;  and  he  woold  show  to 
the  House  what  (he  burdens  imposed  on  each 
State  would  be  under  such  a  system,  from  a  table 
which  he  had  prepared  on  the  basis  of  the  last 
census. 

The  honorable  gentleman  read  his  tabular  state- 
ment, and  went  into  a  series  of  commentaries  on 
the  oppressive  nature  of  such  taxation,  particularly 
on  his  own  State,  which  was  made  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  existing  obligations.  He  commented 
further  on  the  doctrines  of  particular  gentlemen  on 
that  floor,  and  on  the  Inequalities  which  were  ob- 
servable in  the  benefits  of  their  legislation  between 
the  Western  and  the  Atlantic  States,  and  conclu- 
ded with  remarks  on  the  motives  by  which  he  was 
himself  actuated. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  merely  rose  t^^e  if 
it  would  be  in  order  to  say  something  about  the 
bill  before  the  committee.  He  knew  that  many 
gentlemen  wished  to  propose  amendments;  and  he 
bad  hoped  that  the  debate  would  have  been  carried 
on  upon  these  amendments.  The  bill  murt  be 
passed:  and,  as  nothing  had  been  said  about  it,  he 
would  call  attention  to  the  estimates  from  the  de- 
partment, and  the  appropriations  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and*  also,  he 
would  call  attention  to  a  statement  from  the  Navy 
Department,  showing  where  reductions  might  be 
made,  without  materially  Interfering  with  the  ser- 
vice. According  to  the  estimate  sent  from  the  de- 
partment, the  sum  of  |4,030,0€9  46  was  asked  for  as 
reqjf  jsite  for  the  naval  service  and  the  marine  corps 
during  the  first ^alf  of  the  calendar  year  1843. 
Now  the  committee  recommended  an  appropriation 
of  13,663,978  91  for  the  saoM  object;  thus  effect- 
ing a  reduction  of  t^56,084  95.  For  the  fiscal 
year  from  June,  1843,  to  June,-  1844,  the  depart- 
ment estimated  the  amount  required  for  the  service 
at  17,318,091  71.  The  committee  redaced  the 
amount  to  |6;248,079  95.  Redaction  on  the  year, 
t^l,069,943  46.  Total  redaction  by  the  committee 
from  the  estimates  of  the  Navy  Department  during 
the  half  calendar  year  and  the  fiscal  year, 
#1,496,096  71.    , 

[Several  members:  **Give  us  the  heads  of  reduc- 
tion,»»] 

Mr.  F.  said  he  con  Id  not  now  state  the  viarious 
heads  of  reductiouj  one  item,  however,  he  would 
state,  and  that  was  |500,000  in  the  item  for  the  in- 
.  crease,  repair,  and  armament  of  the  navy  during 
the  half  lender  year.  The  committee  also  made 
reductions  by  catting  off  the  appropriations  for 
new  works  at  navy-yards. 

Mr.  MALLORY  rose  and  inquired  what  rule 
was  adopted  by  the  committee  in  scaling  these 
appi^riations.  He  observed,  from  reading  the 
bill,  that  a  large  amount  was  proposed  for  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  also  for  Bos- 
ton; whilst  there  was  very  little  for  the  Southern 
stations— Pensacola  and  Grosport.  He  wished  to 
know  the  reason  of  this  distinction. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  the  conunitlee  acted 
on  the  principle  of  striking  out  all  appropriations 
for  the  establishments  of  new  works  at  navy-yards. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  the  reason  would  not  ap- 
ply in  the  case  of  the  reduction  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  Gosport,  Va. 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Wh>1 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  benuee  the  appropriations 
proposed  for  the  GK>sport  navy-yard  did  not  con- 
template new  works,  but  were  for  old  ones. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  this  case,  and 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Maixort,]  showed  how  little  attention  was  paid  to 
the  concerns  of  the  navy.  By  reference  to  the  es- 
timates of  last  session,  it  would  be  seen  that  an  ap- 
propriation of  |S6,000  was  asked  to  build  a  new 
store-house  at  the  Gosport  navy- yard.  The  com- 
mittee struck  out  the  item,  on  the  ground  that  it 
contemplated  a  new  work.  The  House  acquiesced 
in  their  decision,  and  struck  the  item  from  the  bill. 
Notwithstanding  this  decisioBy  the  Navy  Depart- 


ment took  115,000,  (which  had  been  approprltMd 
towards  odier  objects,)  and  applied  it  lo  macsB- 
menoement  of  this  new  work,  for.whidi  additiosil 
appropriations  were  now  wanted.- 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  the  explanation  of  tin 
gentleman  did  not  reach  the  objection  he  had 
raised:  it  went  aroiud  and  about  the  ejection, 
without  reaching  it.  Mr.  M.  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  appropriation  asked  for  contemplaied 
the  completion  of  a  quay  dock,  instead  of  the  pat* 
ting  up  of  new  works. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  the  gentlB- 
Btan  had  looked  into  the  estimates  of  laityeir 
sent  from  the  department? 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  had  not. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  tbeee  eelimaics  m- 
sumed  such  a  Protean  shape,  that  it  was  ofta  in- 
possible  to  trace  them,  and  find  out  for  what  ob* 
ject  the  appropriations  were  wished;  hat,  wheaeitr 
the  committee  did  ascertain  it,  their  objeet  was  al- 
ways to  cut  off  those  which  were  for  theaoBmenm* 
meat  of  new  works. 

As  the  present  state  of  the  treasury  had  beea 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  he  felt  it  hii 
duty  to  say  something  in  relation  to  it.  He  vosld 
call  attention  to  the  estimates  sent  from  the  Nary 
Department,  in  order  that  the  House  might  see  on 
what  data  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaai 
had  acted.  The  department  had  put  down  thesaai 
required  for  the  several  squadrons  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Pacific,  the  Brasilian  station,  the  Sut 
Indies,  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  home  sqaadroa; 
and  in  another  table,  it  had  specified,  after  curj- 
ing  out  the  amount  required  for  all,  the  sum  re- 
quired for  each  vessel  of  a  distinct  class.  Tht», 
the  House  might,  if  it  saw  fit,  diminish  the  font 
of  the  navy  as  it  pleased,  by  specifying  any  par- 
ticular vessel  which  shonld  not  be  put  in  commis- 
sion. He  merely  stated  this  fact,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  pursue  its  own  pleasure.  He  wasoot, 
however,  instructed  by  the  Ck)mmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  make  any  motion  having  for  its  dh 
ject  a  rednciioo. 

Mr.  MERIWBTHBR  rose  to  ask  a  qaestion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  yielded;  and  ezprened  a  wil* 
lingness  to  answer. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  wished  to  know  whether 
the  bill  did  not  propose  an  increase  of  |600,000 
above  the  amount  last  year  expended  in  payisg 
the  navy? 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Very  likely. 

Mr.  MERIWBTHBRsaid  he  made  it  1598,000. 
There  was,  also,  according  to  his  estimate,  a  sar- 
plus  fund  now  on  hand,  amounting  to  |490,000,  ap- 
plicable to  this  object. 

*Mr  FILLMORE  observed  that  theeslinatesof 
last  year  were  cut  down.  He  was  also  undsntoed 
to  say  that  the  amount  proposed  to  be  approprialed 
by  the  item  could  not  be  reduced,  without  takiaf 
from  the  officers  of  the  navy  what  they  wen  eali- 
tled  to  by  law. 

He  would  say  that  a  most  strange  ptopositioB 
had  been  this  morning  submitted  by  the  gentkaiu 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  HolmbsJ  to  lay  aU  the 
appropriation  bills  on  the  table.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
grave  charge  which  that  gentleman  brought  afsimt 
the  Whig  party,  when  he  said  that  they  were,  iiK 
session,  disposed  to  withhold  ihe  appropriatioBS  for 
carrying  on  the  Gh)vemment.  It  was  with  sar*  . 
prise  that  he  today  heard,  for  the  first  time,  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  session,  when  only  eaoafh 
time  wss  left  to  act  upon  the  appropriatkm  aid 
upon  other  necessary  bills,  a  propoeition  to  lay  ill 
appropriation  bills  on  the  table,  and  not  appiopri* 
ale  a  dollar  until  the  ways  and  means  should  baie 
been  provided.  It  did  seem  to  him  ezttaordisary 
that  this  objection  should  come  from  that  side  of 
the  House  to  which  thegentleman  belonged,  at  this 
late  day. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  Beui 
of  carrying  on  the  Government.  The  oalyeom- 
munication  whidi  the  Gommittee  of  Ways  a» 
Means  had  received  from  the  Treasury  Dcpv^ 
meat,  and  the  only  basis  of  information  on  vhieh 
they  had  to  act,  was  the  financial  report  of  the 
Secretary,  laid  before  the  House  in  December  hit 
Without  enumerating  the  details  of  that  report, 
and  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  he  weald  aierelf 
I  state  that  the  result  arrived  at  by  thatofiotf  «**} 
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^S  ca  4be  1st  Jolj,  1844,  iliere  woald  be  a 
bftlaiiee  in  the  treasury,  OTer  and  abo?e  the  de- 
muids  upon  it,  of  |1,635,871  01. 

Mr.  SMITH  ot  Yiigiiua  rose,  and  io quired 
whether  the  gendeman  from  New  York,  as  chair- 
man  of  the  Committf  e  of  Wajs  and  Means,  bad 
come  to  the  same  eonclnsion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  could  arrive  at  no  other 
from  the  same  data. 

Bftr.  WISE  said  the  an.^wer  given  to  bis  col- 
lemgne  (Mr.  Smith]  did  not  satisfy  him.  Did  the 
gcftlieiiutii  from  New  York  mean  to  say  that,  from 
the  data  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
he  ootiM  come  to  no  other  conclusion?  He  would 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  bad  not  looked  to 
•ther  data  than  that  furnished  him  by  the  Treasury 
Departmenti  Was  not  the  gentleman's  own  opin- 
ion difTerenit  Had  not  the  gentleman  endeavored 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  other  data? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  would  take  pleasure 
in  answering  any  questions  that  might  tend  to  en- 
lighten the  members  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  put-  his  questions  in  all  good 
fiiith. 

Mr.TlLLMORB  remarked  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  the  many  labors  im- 
posed upon  them,  were  necessarily  eompelM  to 
rely  open  the  information  which  they  might  re- 
oelTe  from  the  Treasury  Department  in  relation  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  Gk>?emment. 
The  committee  suppo^d  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Sec- 
retary communicated  his  estimate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  on  the  lith  of  December,  if  any 
eireamatance  bad  since  occurred  to  induce  him  to 
beUereuthal  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  his  esti- 
mates, ne  would  have  corrected  them  before  this. 
As  no  communication  had  been  received  from  him, 
either  by  the  committee  or  by  the  House,  from  that 
day  to  this,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  his  esti^ 
mates  were  correct.  So  far  from  the  committee 
having  received  any  information  that  the  report  of 
the  Sectary  was  not  to  be  relied  on — after  wait- 
ing for  a  long  time,  and  after  hearing  it  announced 
from  day  to  day,  in  that  hall,  that  the  estimates  of 
the  department  could  not  be  relied  on,  he,  by  di- 
leetioD  of  the  committee,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  on  the  31st  of  January,  asking  for  in- 
formation. He  would  read  that  letter  to  the 
Hoose;  but,  before  he  did  so,  he  would  remark  that 
no  answer  had  been  received  from  the  Secretary. 

He  then  read  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary,  from  which  the  reporter 
gathered  that  he  requested  the  Secretary  to  state — 
1st,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued,  and  when 
due;  2d,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued,  on 
Which  the  interest  is  payable  semi- annually;  3d, 
the  amount  of  the  loan  taken,  distinguishing  be- 
tween that  taken  last  session,  and  that  taken  re- 
cently; 4th,  the  amount  of  the  loan  and  treasury 
notes  authorized,  but  not  issued;  5th,  the  estimated 
revenue  for  the  calendar  year  1843;  and  6th,  the 
estimated  expenditure  during  the  same  period, 
under  each  general  head.  These  inquiries  were 
sent  by  him  to  the  Secretary  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary.   He  had  since  received  no  response. 

Mr.  WISE.    With  all  due  deference 

Mr.  FILLMORE.  In  addition  to  this,  he  would 
state  that,  on  the  same  day,  he  addresied  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary,  asking  for  his  opinions  upon  the 
proposed  modification  of  the  tariff*,  and  stating  that 
the  committee  were  waiting  to  see  what  he  had  to 
recommend. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  it  was  the  practice  for 
the  House  to  take  the  data  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  also  the  data  furnished 
by  the  Committee  of  Wais  and  Means,  in  passing 
its  appropriation  bills.  Both  were  responsible,  and 
both  boun^to  inquire  into  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Qovernment.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
T^reastiry  to  furnish  data  on  which  to  act  in  making 
tppropriations.  He  asked,  was  it  not  the  doty  of 
the  committee  also  to  make  inquiries?  He  wished 
to  know  whether — as  doubts  bad  been  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  correctness  of  the  Secretary's  esti- 
iuites— 4he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had, 
for  themselves,  made  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
what  opinion  they  had  fermed?  He  had  a  right  to 
know  their  views. 
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Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  knew  not  what  would 
be  the  amonnt  of  imports  the  present  year.  He 
could  not  undertake  to  make  an  estimate.  Bat,  he 
woald  say,  that  be  was  not  before  aware  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
correspond  with  the  collectors  of  our  ports,  in  or- 
der to  aseertain  what  would  be  the  amonnt  of  du- 
ties on  imports.  The  only  source  on  which  they 
had  to  rely  was  the  department,  which  they  held 
responsible  for  furnishing  correct  information. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  not  yet  satisfied.  He 
wished  to  know  the  gentleman's  opinion  upon  the 
data  before  him. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  already  given 
that. 

Mr.  WISE  had  not  heard  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  if  the  data  of  the 
'Secretary  were  correct,  his  result  was  true^ — if  oth- 
erwise, not.  After  a  few  remarks*  expressing  his 
regret  that  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  occurred 
when  there  was  so  little  time  left  to  remedy  it,  he 
concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment^f  the  gentleman  from  Gfeorgia  [Mr.  Msai- 
wxTHca]  would  be  withdrawn,  and  off*ered,  if  the 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  persist  in  it^  when  a 
more  appropriate  bill  came  up.  He  referred  to  the 
retrenchment  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [If r.  AaHOLD,]  which  had  been  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  STANLY  read  an  amen^ment^wbich,  he 
said,  he  intended  to  offer  at  the  proper  time— re- 
ducing the  number  of  ships  employed  on  foreign 
stations,  effecting  a  reduction  of  about  $100,000. 
Mr.  S.  then  briefly  opposed  the  ajnendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  defended  and  eulo- 
gized the  officers  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that  this  amend- 
ment would  have  no  effect;  for  the  officers  would 
receive  their  pay,  whether  they  went  to  sea  or 
not. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  observed  that,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  day,  he  would  not  say  all  that  he 
should  have  said  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  had 
he  then  o))tained  the  floor.  He  now  wished  to  say 
something  in  relation  to  this  navy  bill,  and 
also  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  White.]  Some  gentlemen  contended 
that  this  bill  was  not  the  appropriate  one  in  which 
to  begin  retrenchment;  that  it  ought  to  be  done  in 
a  general  bill,  embracing  all  the  departments  of  the 
Qovernment.  Now,  he  thought  they  had  better 
make  the  reduction  here;  and  if  it  should  be  super* 
seded  in  another  bill,  there  certainly  would  not  be 
a  double  reduction.  He  thought  that  the  reduction 
of  the  pay  of  some  of  the  officers  was  ^oo  great; 
while  there  were  others  that  ought  to  bt  reduced; 
for  in  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the  navy,  pass- 
ed in  1835,  that  Honse  raised  the  salaries  of  some 
of  the  officers  up  higher  than  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  referred  to  the  neglect  of  appropria- 
tions for  some  of  the  navy-yards;  but  he  could 
show  that  there  was  great  partiality  and  injustice 
in  some  of  them.  The  appropriation  for  Ports- 
mofitb.  New  Hampshire,  for  instance,  (^40,000 
was  for  permanent  improvements,  in  order  to  en- 
large that  yard,  and  place  it  on  the  same  footing 
with  others.  The  appropriation  for  the  vard  at 
Boston  was  for  the  same  purpose;  while  the  com- 
mittee had  stricken  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
Philadelphia  navy-yard,  what  the  department  had 
recommended  as  indispensable— giving  only  $4,000 
to  that  yard,  instead  of  the  $38,000  which  was  rec- 
ommended. This,  too,  was  done,  while  they  gave 
$40,000  to  the  little  yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  $40,- 
000  to  the  yard  at  New  York;  though  it  was  not 
yet  decided  whether  the  improvements  were  neces- 
sary or  not.  When  the  proper  time  came,  be  should 
offer  an  amendment  increasing  the  appropriation 
for  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  though  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  advocate  and  explain  it. 

He  wonld  now  say  a  few  words  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  WHm,]  who  voted  for 
taking  this  bill  out  of  the  committee  at  two  o'clock, 
and  yet  consumed  one  hour  to>day  without  saying 
one  word  in  relation  to  it.  That  was  a  sample  of 
the  whole  Whig  party.  They  talked  a  great  deal 
of  retrenchment  and  reform,  while  their  whole  ac- 
tion tended  to  extravagance.    They  voted  for  eve- 


ry appropriation,  while  they  declared  to  the  people 
that  their  object  was  economy;  and  they  mi|^  tell 
them,  too,  how  they  prevented  these  Locofocos  from 
consuming  the  lime  of  the  House.  If  it  was  not 
for  the  hour  rule  which  they  had  adopted,  and  the 
resolution  for  taking  bills  out  ofthe  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  debates  might  go  on,  and  something  Uke  re- 
trenchment and  reform  might  grow  out  of  them^ 
but  these  gentlemen  thought  they  had  economized 
enough  when  they  saved  time  by  suppressing  debate* 
After  all,  what  good  bad  resulted  from  it?  There 
never  was  a  session  in  which  there  was  so  mu^ 
useless  debate,  and  so  much  unnecessary  consump* 
tionof  the  time  of  tBe  House — and  all  by  the  differ 
ent  members  of  the  Whig  party  wrangling  with 
each  other.  Weeks  after  weeks  had  passed  in 
debate,  without  hearing  a  Democrat^  voice,  while 
the  Whigs  were  denouncing  each  other  and  de- 
nouncing everybody. 

Mr.  KINO  here  made  some  observation,  which 
was  not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN.  Did  you  not  vote  for  the 
gag  rulel 

Mr.  KING.    No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN.  Did  yon  not  vote  for  the 
rule  allowing  a  resolution  to  be  ofi*ered  to  take  a 
bill  out  of  committee  at  a  few  hours'  wamingi 

Mr.  KINQ  admitted  that  he  did. 

Mf.  C.  BROWN  then  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
would  put  a  loaded  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  madman, 
he  must  not  complain  of  the  consequences.  Well,  the 
Whig  party  had  accomplished  all  their  objects;  and 
what  had  they  or  the  country  gained  by  it?  They  car- 
ried their  land  distribution  measure,  and  the  money 
was  sent  to  the  States;  but  had  the  people  been  bene- 
fitted by  it?  They  bad  passed  their  bankrupt  bill; 
had  the  people  approved  of  iil  They  had  passed 
their  high  tariff';  had  the  people  |pproved  it,  or  had 
it  replenished  the  treasury?  ,  [Here  some  gentle- 
man asked  Mr.  B.  if  he  did  not  vote  for  it.]  The 
gentleman  asked  if  he  voted  for  it.  Yes,  be  did;  and 
;would  to  God  he  could  have  voted  for  their  bank 
bill,  in  order  that  the  people  niigh^  see  how  de- 
lusive were  the  promises  of  relief  and  prosperity 
it  held  out  to  them. 

He  had  voted  for  the  tariff  bill  as  an  honest  poli- 
tician, though  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  do 
any  good.  He  wanted  it  to  go  before  the  people, 
and  show  them,  by  its  practical  results,  that  all  the 
promises  of  prosperity  held  out  in  its  behalf  were 
utterly  false.  The  Whigs  had  been  holding  meet- 
ings in  hi?  district,  promising  good  times,  coitftant 
employment  to  laoorers  and  mechanics,  and  good 
wages,  if  they  could  only  get  a  tariff'  bill  passed. 
Well,  the'  bill  was  passed;  and  what  was  the  con- 
sequence? Why,  instead  of  constant  employ- 
ment and  good  wages,  wages  were  reduced, 
and  numbers  were  discharged.  Such  was  the 
result  of  Whig  promises,  iniey  had  their  dis- 
-  tribution  act,  their  bankrupt  law,  and  their 
high  tariff;  for  all  of  which  great  promises 
were  made:  and  now  that  the  country  had  repudi- 
ated them,  they  were  abandoning  these  meastires 
themselves.  Much  had  been  said  about  the  cur- 
rency; and  he  wonld  ask  if  there  was  not  enough 
for  the  greatest  advocate  of  a  paper  currency  in 
the  exchequer  bill  before  the  House?  Would  the 
Whig  party  go  before  the  people,  and  say  that  they 
wanted  more  eunency  than  this  bill  wonld  give 
them?  Or  would  they  go  before  the  people,  and 
say  that  the  paper  of  a  national  bank  woukl  be  a 
better  currency  than  the  paper  of  the  exchequer 
founded  on  the  revenues  of  the  Gbvemment  and 
the  public  lands?  The  Whig  party  had  everything 
they  wanted;  and,  with  all  their  objects  accomplish- 
ed, what  had  been  the  verdict  of  the  people?  Where, 
in  this  vast  republic,  had  they  been  able  to  keep  their 
ground? 
[Some  one  answered  Mr.  B :  **In  Georgia."] 
He  had  heard  it  said,  when,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  members  to  the  next  Congress  in  Georgia, 
the  entire  Whig  delegatun  was  defeated,  that  their 
defeat  was  caused  by  dfneral  Apathy.  Now  that 
they  had  been  able  to  get  one  crumb  of  comfort  by 
the  election  of  one  member  for  the  tail  ofthe  session, 
they  hailed  it  as  a  great  triumph  and  a  glorious  vic- 
tory. But  might  not  that  result  have  been  caused  by 
Oeneral  Jpathy  also?  He  would  ask  any  gentle* 
man  from  Georgia  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  say  that 
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the  remit  of  diat  eleetioD  wts  eaasml  by  a  siogle 
neasare  of  thitsefition.  Was  this  gentleman  [fldr. 
CBAwrokD]  elected  to  make  a  national  bank?  Was 
he  elected  to  paipetvala  the  high  tariff?  He  had 
not  seen  the  genUeman^  Totea  yet;  bat  he  would 
Tote  dU|)BreiiUy  ftom  the  Whtgs  of  his  seetion  of 
liie  eonntry  it  he  TOted  for  any  of  these  meas- 
ures. Now  for  retreaebment;  for  nothing  was 
more  potent  at  die  last  elections  than  that  sabjeet. 
There  was  not  a  district  in  this  Union  in  which  the 
Whigeandidates  did  not  go  before  the  people  npon 
the  extraTsgant  expenditures  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. Everywhere  they  impnted  to  that  Admin- 
istration extraTagant  waste  or  the  pablic  money, 
and  high  salaries.  Now,  let  them  put  their  hands 
on  a  single  retrenchment  they  had  effected.  Why, 
ao  aotprions  was  their  opposition  to  retrenchment, 
that  the  member  froin  Tennessee,  one  of  their  par- 
ty, [Mr.  AairoLD,]  admitted  that  he  principally  re- 
lieid  on  the  Demoeiats  to  carry  his  bill  threngb, 
(No.  548.) 

Yesterday,  it  was  tnie.they  nnnished  (me  solitary 
man  by  entting  off  half  his  salary;  and  last  session, 
die  only  man  they  redoced  was  the  man  who  car- 
ries wood  and  brings  water.  They  did  not  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  pages,  as  was  alleged.  If  tbey  knew 
of  any  extraTagance  in  the  Gtoiremment,  it  was 
their  duty,  as  honcbt  men,  to  pnt  an  end  to  it  when 
they  got  into  power.  Bvt  they  had  not  done  so. 
Let  them  but  show  a  general  movement  at  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  and  he  wonld  answer  for 
Democrats  enough  to  enable  ihem  to  carry  it  dirongh. 
Where  wonld  they  begin  retrenchment,  be  asked 
them,  if  this  bill  was  not  the  place  forii?  The 
bill  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Aa- 
MOLD^  No  548,]  they  said  was  not  the  place  for  it; 
and  now,  within  three  weeks  of  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  was  too  late  to  introduce  another  bill.  The 
gentleman  f^om  Indiana  said  that  they  went  for 
reform;  but  he  should  like  to  know  what  their  re- 
form was. 

Mr.  PROinT.    To  get  such  men  as  you  out  of 

Congress.        

Mi.  C  brown  in  continuation.  Yes,  it  was; 
butgentlemeiLia  striving  to  get  us  ont,  got  ihtm- 
selves  out  of  Congress;  they  dug  a  pit  for  us,  which 
they  fell  into  themselves. 

There  were  but  few  Whig  members  in  the  House 
who  would  not  be  repudiated  by  their  constituents. 
,Tbey  had  been,  and  were  being,  reformed  out 
themselves;  and  this  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  best 
refomi  that  could  be  made.  Their  days  were 
numbered;  and,  in  a  short  month,  all  that  wonld  be 
Ihfi  of  them  and  their  reign,  w<»uld  be  a  blotted 
page  on  the  records  of  these  halls,  and  a  debt  of 
some  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  that  they 
bad,  by  tlieir  wastefVil  extravagance,  imposed  upon 
the  peopfe  tbey  had  deceived  and  betrayed. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  give 
high  pay  in  the  navy,  in  order  to  get  good  .officers; 
but  all  this  was  idle  talk.  We  had  as  good,  if  not 
better  officers,  with  one  half  the  pay  as  we  have 
now.  It  was  the  officers  who  received  only  half 
the  pay  of  those  of  the  present  day,  who. gave  the 
navy  its  high  character;  and  it  was  on  the  deeds  of 
those  officers  that  those  of  the  present  day  now  re- 
lied to  sustain  them.  He  would  say  nothing  in  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  the  treasury,  further  than  that 
in  these  dmesof  public  distress,  those  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  public  should  bear  a  portion  of  that 
distress.  This  doctrine  was  carried  out  in  his  State, 
by  taxing  all  the  public  officers;  and  in  Alabama, 
as  he  had  lately  seen,  in  cnrtaUing  the  salaries  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  State  30  per  cent.  One  of 
the  post-captains  of  the  navy  told  him  that  he  saved 
more  of  his  pay  when  he  was  a  lieutenant,  re- 
ceiving only  $700  per  year,  than  he  now  did.  [Some 
gentleman  was  wud  to  say  that  tbe  officer  must 
then  have  been  a  bachelor.]  No,  he  was  not  a 
bachelor.  He  wonld  not  do  such  discredit  to  the 
ladies  of  the  country^  as  t^onsider  them  a  bill  of 
expense.  The  Scriptures  told  them  woman  was 
made  a  helmnate  for  man;  and  sach  be  bad  al- 
ways considered  a  good  wife.  At  least  such  a 
help  he  should  consider  a  wife,  if  be  ever  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  get  one,  and  not  a  subject  of  ez« 
pense,  that  would  require  tbe  bounty  of  bis  country 
to  enable  him  to  sopoort.  They  slandered  the  la- 
'^l^i  Of  tbt  UbIpDi  who  tbiu  brought  tbem  iato  its 
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balls  of  legislation^  as  burdens  upon  its  officers  or 
its  treasurv.  They  deserved  and  held  a  higher  po- 
sition, and  would  scorn  to  be  thus  made  an  argu- 
ment to  extract  money  from  the  public  coffers; 
and,  most  of  all,  when  those  coffers  were  empty. 

Ilie  hour  fixed  to  terminate  debate  having  ar- 
rived, the  committee  proceeded  to  act  upon  the 
amendments. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  MaaiWEtaBa,  which  was  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Add  to  Um  fint  McUon  thl«  provho: 

Provided^  That,  unUI  otherwise  directed  by  law*  no  put  of 
tbe  Dceecnt,  or  aoj  fatnre  appropriatione  for  tbe  pay  of  com* 
minloDed,  warrant,  and  petty  oflken,  iocludkig '  tbe  eogi* 
near  corpa,shaH  be  paid  to  the  »me,  except  upon  a  reduetioo 
of  the  preaent  pay  at  and  after  tbe  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  per  • 
annum. 

Mr«  C.  BaowN  and  Bfr.  T.  J.  Cinmu.  were 
the  tellers  appointed;  and  they  reported  74  in  tbe 
affirmative,  and  82  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McKEON  then  submitted  his  amendment  to 
Uie  first  item,  which,  on  Saturday  last,  he  offered 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  providing  that  no  part  of  this 
appropriation  shall  be  applied  to  tbe  pay  of  offi- 
cers, or  to  the  equipping  of  vessels,  to  be  employed 
on  the  coa$t  of  Africa,  under  tbe  late  trea^  with 
England. 

After  a  discussion  on  the  appropriateness  of  this 
amendment  as  an  amendment  to  the  first  item,  in 
which  Mr.  GRANQER,  Bfr.  WISE,  Mr.  SMITH 
of  Virginia,  and  the  CHAIRMAN  took  part,  it 
was  decided  to  b^  in  order. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  Inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  IMr.  McKsoii]  meant  to  make  an 
appropriation  which  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  a  treaty,  for  the  support  of  a  squadron  on  the 
African  coast,  by  an  addition  to  this  bill.  [Cries 
of  •*Order"— «»No  debate."] 

Mr.  McEEON  inquired  if  ft  would  be  in  order 
to  reply  to  the  question  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Barton  and  Mr.  Honsroir  were  then  ap- 
pointed tellers;  and  they  reported  33  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  negative  was  not  counted,  and  the 
amendment  was  deemed  I'^t. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
13,993,161  as  tbe  appropriation  for  tbe  pay  of  the 
officers  and  men,  and  inserting  43,71^,805. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Boabdmam 
and  Wb^lu  were  appointed;  and  they  reported 
73  in  the  affirmative,  and  S3  in  tbe  negative.  The 
amendment  was,  therefsre,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ  moved  to  amend  a  subsequent 
item,  by  striking  out  "enginear  corps,'*  and  jnaert- 
"engineer  men;'*  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY  snbmiued  an  amendment  to  tbe 
item  making  apprdpriation  for  tbe  provisions  of 
the  navy,  transi>ortation,  cooperage,  dbc.,  which 
was  understood  to  be  a  reduction  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  Provisions;  but  its  precise  purport  was 
not  heard.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment  to  an 
item  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  that 
the  duties  of  the  head  of  the  Bureau  'of  Clothing 
and  Provisions  should  be  discharged  by  a  cap- 
tain in  tbe  navy. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  tbe  amendment^  by 
striking  out  tbe  word  ''captain,*'  and  inserting  *'pur- 
scr." 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  GoaooN 
and  J.  C.  Enwiaos  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
pK>rted  79  in  the  affirmative,  and  81  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not, 
therefore,  agreed  to.  Tbe  amendment  was  then 
adopted  as  submitted  by  Mr.  Mallout. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  strike  ent  the 
appropriation  for  clothing,  Ac.,  |380,000.  Re- 
jected. 

Tbe  clause  making  an  appropriation  for  medi- 
cine, medical  attendance,  care  of  the  sick,  dkc., 
having  been  read,  *   ^ 

Mr.  FILLMORE  offered  a  verbal  amendment, 
uniting  the  appropriation  for  the  several  objects 
intoone  iiem»|57,350  for  the  half  calendar  year, 
and  (46.840  for  the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  FBOSENDBN  rose  and  offered  an  amend- 


ment to  this  amendment,,  to  be  inaerted  bjmd 
proviso.  It  provided  that  no  person  shall  hold  Ae 
place  of  chief  of  the  Baieait  of  Medicine  and  Sat. 
gery,  unless  he  shall  have  been  at  least  five  yean 
in  the  sea  service. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  thia  Diovieo,and 
it  was  adopted  without  a  division.  Before  fiie  fae^ 
however,  was  announced  to  the  committee  by  (he 
Cdiair, 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  question  of  ofd^.  Be 
coatended  that  the  amendment  sJ>ridged  the  powo 
of  appointment  lodged  in  tbe  President  by  tbe  Gon- 
sUtution,  by  requiring  tbe  President  to  select  salj 
from  a  certain  class  of  men  in  the  service. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  the  amendmoa 
involved  a  change  of  the  organic  laws,  and  woald 
essentially  alter  the  qualifications  required  of  ofi* 
cers. 

Mr.  ADABfS  said  it  woukl  have  the  effect  of 
dismissing  tbe  present  chief  Of  the  Bureau  of  Med- 
icine aad  Surgery. 

[Several  members:  ''Yes;  that*s  what  wf 
want.**] 

The  CHAIR  then  decided  that  dM  amendaKit 
was  not  in  ovder. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  took  an  appeaL 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know  if  the  Chair  had  not, 
a  short  time  since,  entertained  a  proposition  to  ibe 
effect  that  none  but  a  post-captain  should  ocopj 
tiie  place  of  chief  of  the  Bnrean  of  Ck>thio^ 
Why,  then,  object  to  receiving  this  proposition? 

Tbe  CHAIRMAN  said  he  should  have  ao  ob- 
jection to  having  bis  decision  reversed. 

Mr.  BOTTS  and  several  gentlemen  roge  lo  de* 
bate  Uie  question  of  order;  but  were  ruled  oat  of 
order. 

The  decision  of  Uie  .Chair  was  then  reversed,  aod 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fassgiiinii  carried  withoit 
a  division.  Mr.  Fillmoub'S  amendment,  as  ameod- 
ed,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AD  AIMS  offered  an  amendment  appro^ 
ating  |5,000  to  the  relief  of  recaptured  Africans  oa 
the  coast  of  Africa:  agreed  to.    - 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriatioa 
for  the  equipment,  dbc.  of  the  navyt  ^T  ^*^ 
therefrom  |5b,000:  rejected  withotit  a  count 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  increase  the  appre- 
priation  for  tbe  navy-yard  at  Brooklyn,  for  the  half 
calendar  year,  from  |14,000  to  |1 6,000;  and  for 
the  fiscal  year,  from  (^900  to  #25,400;  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  guard-house:  agreed  to— ayes  7^ 
noes  53 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  moved  to  increwo 
the  appropriation  for  the  navy-ysrdat  PbiJiddpliia, 
for  the  hslf  calendar  year,  from  |1,950  to  |8,000; 
and  for  the  fiscal,  year,  from  |3.000  to  |30,000:  re- 
jected without  a  division. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  increase  tbe  appro- 
priation for  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  Ya.  so  as  to 
protidefor  Uie  guard-house.  Instead  off4»000t 
$A  proposed  for  the  half  calendar  year,  he  moYod  to 
insert  ft5,300. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
meat,  by  striking  out  |5,200  and  inserting  f84,000. 
(A  voice:  '^That's  modest.**)  The  proposidoa  wai 
rej«*ctcd. 

Mr.  FiLLMORB^  amendment  was  then  ado|»t- 
ed;  as  also  a  sioular  one  offered  by  him  for  in* 
creasing  the  appropriation  for  Uie  fiscal  year  from 
|8,500  to  |»,310. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  next  moved  to  increase  Ifie 
appropriation  for  the  PensacoU  navy-yard,  so  as 
to  provide  for  Uie  guard-house  Uiere,  by  insertiDg 
|3,000  in  lieu  of  $3,000  for  Uie  half  caleadir 
year.      

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  amend  Uie  amendment,  by 
sulking  out  #3,000,  and  inserting  |88,000.'  n- 
jectfd. 

Mr.  FiixMoas^  amendment  was  Uien  adopt- 
ed, together  wiUi  a  similar  one,  increasioff  (be  >P- 
propriation  for  the  fiscal  year  from  |3t000|to 
|4.047,  after  a  fruitless  effort  on  Uie  part  ofllr* 
Lbvv  to  increase  ihe  last  named  item  to  ^SiM 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  insert  #50,000  for  a  flow- 
ing dock  at  Pensacola:  rejected  without  a  coaiU. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  insert  aa  item  flt 
#1,000  for  printing  and  publishing  Uie  code  of  roks 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  M^T^ 
piepaied  by  the  Secretary,  under  Uie  order  of 
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Oengnt»^  ao  aooii  as  thrsmme  slitll  liaTe  been 
ratifled  bjr  both  Hottseea  agi^ed  lo. 

Bir.  €1 ATB  lOBKSON  aovtd  as  anendniftt 
(d  atzfte  oiu  ibe  word  ^'inerease'*  in  the  thktjr- 
^evtaiM  liae^ao  chat  ihe  approprialhm  shimld  net 
be  Ihadh  for  the  iatsnaat  of  the  aavyt  rejected. 

Mr.  BURNItLL  oflered  aa  aneadiaeni  firovi- 
dm§  tkm  BATml  appieatieeei  apoii  beiag  re^ioiiraieBd- 
ed  by  their  teachers  and  oooimaadecB  is  fit  for 
the  appoJAlBaeaty  nay  be  appointed  midshiptteas 
rejected. 

On  motion  by  BIr.  FIIXMORB,  the  coBunitiee 
then,  roae  nftd  repcorled  the  bill,  as  ameaded,  to  the 


Blr*  fieINQ  rose,  nnd  was  aboat  addressiog 
th6  Hoaaoi  bat  after  some  conTecsation  be- 
twe^  idm  and  Mottrs.  WISE  and  MERI- 
WBTHliR,  he  agreed  to  forego  his  speech  for  ibk 
togMoB*  nadi  lo  move  the  prerions  qaestion* 

Ibe  piBvkHto  qoeition  being  seeonded^  and  the 
aain  qaealion  ordered, 

Bfr.  JACOB  THOME^m  exjjttesE^d  a  wish  to 
bave  tha  Mttendments  printeds  and,  for  that  par» 
posB»  aaovod  an  adjonmment:  reieded. 

The  qneetioft  was  then- taken  on  eonenrrtng^in 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Wbokf' 
andeairied.' 

Mr«  HJBUWBTHBR  moved  to  recommit  the 
\ttll  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  tnsumo- 
tieae  lo  report  it  with  an  aaimidment  redoeing  the 
SAlarieeof  all  the  ofioersof  the  navy  twenty' per 
emu 
Vr.  WISB  n^of ed  the  prerions  cfneatiett. 
lb.  BU&NMX  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  a 
gflAlMmin  td  rise  vad  move  the  prerions  ^pMstion 
aftengeftdeman  had  svfbminMa  resoltttion^  and 
befoie  it  had  been  reedved  by  the  C^afr. 
Bftr.  WISE  explained. 

Mi.  Bim  WBTHBR  said  it  was  h^  intention 
to  have  debated  the  qnesiion  of  reoommitment. 
He  was  oecnpying  the  floor,  when  the  gentleman 
fsom  Vttginia  stewed  in  between  iiim  an4Ute  Chair» 
before  his  propoeition  had  even  been  read;  and  he 
dflaied  the  competency  of  the  gentleman  firom  Vir^ 
giaia  to jmrsae  sach  a  course. 

Mr.  WISB,  Mr.  MBRIWBTHBR»  and  the 
8PB4Stt  eiplained. 

Vhepmvioafl  qMtion  wmthen  seconded— 88 
tottng  in  the  afftrmative,  and  63  in  the  negative. 

The  mam  qaeetioa  was  then  ordered  to  be  pat, 
tad  tte  bill  was  passed*  To  nreva^t  debate  here- 
after, Mr.  FILLMORB  moved  a  reconsideration, 
oa  which  he  demanded  the  previons  question. 
The  previons  qnesiion  was  sostained,  and*  the  mo* 
tim  to  reconsider  was  negatived. 

The  Honm  then  adjonrned. 

IN  SBNATB. 

TnuBSDiTt  February  9, 1843. 

The  FEBSipBNTpro  tm.  laid  before  the  Sen* 
ite  a  eommanieation  from  the  Tieasnry  Depart* 
meat,  transmitting  copies  of  commnnicaiions  from 
:he  oolleetors  of  easterns,  in  relation  to  the  poli^ 
of  ^^^^'^ffhiltg  the  warehoase  system;  which, 

Oa  motion  by  HUNnNaTON",  was  referred  to 
theOoauaittee  on  Commerce. 

Mir.  McDUFFIB  presented  addidonal  doc« 
unents  firom  Milledge  Qalpfain,  relative  to 'the 
elaiaM  of  dbe  heirs  of  Qeorge  QatpUn;  which  was 
rtfecred  lo  the  Conraiittee  on  Indian  Affkirs. 

Mr.  M^JiaSf  Irom  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  ma- 
nig  approprtatibas  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
for  the  hidf  calendar  year,  commencing  on  the 
lit  Jaanaiy,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30th  June, 
1843;  and  for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the 
1st  Jniy,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1844. 

Mr^  B.  also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
aitiee,  with  an  amendment,  (which  was  ordered  to 
be  piiated,)  the  joint  resolation  authorizing  the 
Sitriiatfjr  of  dwTreasnry  toeetUe,  on  certain  terms, 
ths  iiabiiitim of  the  saretiesof  Gordon  D.  Boyd, 
htonaiiver  of  pablic  moneys  at  Gohimbns,  Mis- 

*iippi. 
Ut.  lABROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Coat* 

I     ams,  nporibad  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  improve 

iiat  of  te  navigation  of  the  MisMppi  river 

■iJ'tfibataay  •twame^wMehwaeiead^and  otder»i 


ed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accompany- 
ing the  same  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  ef  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  several 
amendments,  House  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Carret  VIeit." 

Mr.  S,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  an  amendment,  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Ridiard  De  Witt  and  Ira  J.  Price. 

Mr.  B,f  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Wagoner;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from 
the  forther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  David 
Irvin,  and  others,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their 
purchases  of  certain  lands;  and  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDOB  said  a  letter  had  been  re- 
ceived Arom  the  collector  of  New  York,  in  relation 
to  a  box  of  books  furnished'  by  the  French  Cham- 
ber of  Peers  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  he 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution: 

• 

Megolvid,  That  the  communication  or  £,  Curtia,  om.,  col- 
laetdr  at  N«w  Toric,  concerning  a  case  of  books  and  public  doc> 
QBMDla  ftfrWttded  to  the  Benata  of  the  Untied  Btatee  by  the 
HouM  of  Peers  df  the  fclngdom  of  France,  be  referred  to  the 
Jcrint  Committee  on  the  Library;  and  that  uw  said  committee 
be  autlMwised  to  deposite  theaud  books  and  public  documenta, 
when  ihej  shall  receive  them,  in  the  Library  of  Congresa. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTQN,  fh»m  the  Committee  on 
Commefce,  made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  following 
bills  from  the  House,  and  with  a  recomaAendation 
that  they  be  rejected,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Codhook,  of  Blue  Hill, 
Biiinc 

An  act  for  te  relief  of  Lsvi  Bldridge  and 
others. 

An  a4St  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
die  Three  Brothers. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  the  master  and 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Ellery,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooners  Save  and  Ida,  both  of 
Qtoacester,  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others,  as  owners,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing- 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Broadstreet,  Amos 
Tappan,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bamab^  Baker,  jr.,  and 
otbersi  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Union,  of 
Dennis,  Massachusetts. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Knowles,  jr.,  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Garnet. 

Mr.  HtJNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  an  adverse  report  f  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed)  on  the  petition  of  Isaac  Hull 
and  Thomas  Curtis,  praying  for  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  withheld  from  tl^em  under  the  act 
providUng  for  4he  discharge  of  seamen. 

Bfr.  H.,-  from  the  same  comnlttee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  recommended  its 
passage,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Knott  Mar- 
tin 3d,  and  Arnold  Martin,  owners  of  the  fishing 
schooner  Only  Son. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  an  amendment,  ( wbieh  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,)  the  Senate  bill  authorising  the  appoint- 
ment of  «n  assistant  collector  at  Bangor,  in  the 
colleetion  district  of  Belfast,  Maine. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  inferred  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  the  export  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise by  land,  as  well  as  by  sea,  in  original  pack- 
ages, with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  instructed  bim  to  recommend  that 
they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  on  the  ground  that  a  majority  of  the 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  legnlation  of  that  characters  that  there  was 
none  called  for  before  the  adjournment  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  rafarred  the  resolution  of  the  9Tth  Beaamber 
laat,  AiaaUng  that  committee  to  infilre  into  the 


state  of  our  tonnage,  freights,  and  commerce,  and 
several  memorials  relating  thereto,  and  to  report 
whether  they  were  prosperous  under  our  existiiig 
regulations  witti  foreign  powers,  and  whether  the 
regulations  by  other  Qovernments  are  equal  and 
in  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  our  treaties  with 
such  powers,4nd  what  measures  wete  necessary* 
and  proper  to  produce  greater  reciprocity,  report^ 
a  resolution,  recommending  that  the  committee  be 
diidmiged  from  the  subject;  and  Aat  the  same  bf 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  direct^ 
thereby  to  make  .the  inquiries  touching  the  matter* 
and  to  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  QRAH AM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned— 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Frances  Pellicer;  and 

House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Teackle  Savage,  administrator  of  Bolit^  Laws. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pasf,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  Lieutenant  William  S.  Eve- 
leth. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm« 
Stiden,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HBMDERSON,  firom  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  they 
do  pass.  House  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  to  set  aside  certain  reaervations  of  lands' 
on  account  of  live  oak,  in  the  southeasterti  district 
of  Louisiana;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Phihmder, 
Smith  and  James  Young. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Honse,  directiiug 
certain  papers  relating  to  titles  to  land  in  Louisi- 
ana to  be  returned  to  the  Qeneral  Land  Qflice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  further  considlraUon  of  the  petition  of  Wnu 
Wynn,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  cer- 
tain lands. 

On  motion  by  Bfr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afifairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideratioB.of  the  petition  of  McEJean  Bnehanan. 
a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  to  be  indemnified 
for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  a 
violation  of  the  usages  of  the  navy  by  his  com- 
manding oflicer. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Naval  Xfiairs  was  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ragsdale;  and  leave  was  granted  to  the  petiiionar 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  BENTON,  firom  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afifairs,  reported  back,  withont  amendment,  the^ 
Honae  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  C.  Johnson. 

Mr.  BBNTON,  firom  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afifkirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Moore;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  papers  of 
Jamison  and  Williamson  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
firom  the'  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  thn 
Committee  on  the  Post  Ofilce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING  presented  joint  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislttnre  of  Alabama,  setting  forth  that, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  coadition  of  the  banks,  the 
individuals  entitled  to  pre-emption  rights  on  the 
public  lands  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  procure 
specie  to  make  a  pniobase  of  those  lands  without 
great  sacrifice,  Ac,^  and  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  n  law  by  CongrMb  tg  permit  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  that  State  to  receive  from  tho^ 
actual  aettler  on  the  public  lands,  in  payment  of 
their  homes  and  cultivation,  entered  by  them  un- 
der any  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  dm  State  of  Alabama  end  its  branabea 
to  i[n  amount  equal  to  the  two  per  cent,  fond  r»- 
linqniahed  to  that  State  by  Congress,  remain% 
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«d  white  pMidinc  befon  them,  pnwtd  **Aa  aa  •uppleuMotaiy 
to  an  «ct  to  incorporate  the  fubecriben  to  the  Miwiadppl 
Union  Bank;"  wliereiB,  under  the  magic  thleof'^ntpplemeDt," 
th^  endeaTored  to  do  indireeUj  what  the  oooocieoce  of  erery 
membet  obecked  him  in  doiog  directly.  Thej  made  chaafea 
in  the  charter,  bT  way  of  supplement,  which,  but  a  Tew  daya 
before,  tliey  had  declared,  under  oath,  would  ritiate  the  whole 
ioeinHMDt.  Thie  piocednra  wae  in  riolation  ef  all  parliamen- 
tary rule,  Itoown  in  thiaor  any  other  eolightened  countnr:  and 
it  ca(i  be  conaidered  b  no  other  light  than  a  legkUaiire  iraod, 
becauae  It  riolated  not  only  the  conetitntion,  according  to  their 
own  abowieg*  but  alao  one  of  their  ezpreai  rulea  of  order, 
which  uroUblled  die  repeal  of  any  law  the  aame  seaioA  at 
which  It  waa  paarad.  On  the  16th  of  Februhry,  183S,  fhla  act 
took  the  foran  and  shape  of  law.  The  very  first  section  changed 
akosether  the  attitude  of  the  Bute  to  the  bank.  Intheoriginal 
act,  the  State,  beina  amply  iildemnifl«d,  agreeato  stand  as  the 
security  of  the  stocEholaers;  in  this  supplemental  act  she  be> 
comes  primariiy  Uable  for  tetOOO.OOO.  In  the  original  act,  no 
IndiTidiial  but  a  citiaen  of  the  State  can  subacribe  and  take 
stock;  in  this  act,  the  State  becomes  a  subscriber  for  stock, 
and,  by  express  repeal,  gives  up  her  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
prefitt/ her  five  directora,  and  her  accommodation  loan  of 
§200,000,  and  becomes  a  partner  in  tlie  banking  adventure.  All 
thia  is  done  under  the  talismanic  word ''supplement,"  without 
subnilttingltin  any  way  to  the  people  1  Now,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  the  cwnaoooest  uaderstanaiog,  that  it  waa  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Leglahaure  to  make  the  State  a  aubacriber  for 
stock  in  that  bank-*to  render  her  liable  for  tlie  sum  of  tGiOOQ^- 
000,  or  any  other  amount-^to  change  her  attitude  in  any  respect 
towardatheatockholdersin  the  bank— to  enlarge  or  diminish 
lwrintscestinthebank,asit  stood  at  thepassageof  the  origi- 
nal eharter.  without  submitting  it  to  the  action  of  the  peopts. 
Thia  right  had  been  expressly  reserved  to  the  people  m  their 
fanda mental  law;  and,  until  they  had  been  conaulted  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  all  action  by  their  supposed  agents  was 
null  and  void;  and  the  whole  world  were  boand  to  take  notice 
of  it.  TlMse  pn^XMitions  are  so  self^evideot,  no  man  of  candor 
anddiacriminatlon  will  dispute  them.  The  only  question  re- 
maining is,  Does  the  present  supposed  liability  arise  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  supplementi 

It  is  apparent  that  it  does  so  arise— 1st,  frcmi  the  very  terms 
of  the  mortgages  for  atock  which  were  drawn  op  by  the  officers 
of  tha  bank,  and  which  have  been  recorded  in  aimoA  every 
county  of  the  State;  in  which  it  is  est  forth  that  the  intent  of 
the  mortfifeia  to  secure  the  payment  of  only  •10,600,000;  leav- 
ing •6,000,000  (tlMsnm  already  sold)  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  by 
Tirtue  of  the  supplemenuil  act  2d.  It  is  apparent  from  these 
fact&  that,  at  the  time  of  the  lasuance  of  the  five  millions  of 
bondi  now  held  abroad,  there  were  no  aubscribers  for  stock; 
that  the  hooka  of  subscription  had  not  been  kept  open  six 
months^  aarequired  by  the  original  charter;  that  no  bonds  for 
Slock,  and  no  mortgages  to  secure  them,  had  been  taken;  that  no 
dfareetovB  had  been  appmoted  by  die  Bxncutive  to  examine  and 
pass  upon  the  valklity  of  the  mortgages;  and  that  not  a  dollar 
bad  been  paid  in  on  a  aingla  share  of  stock :  therefore,  they 
mustliave  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  supplemental  act; 
or  elae  there  fa  more  baaeness  in  this  whole  transaction  than 
aver  eharacterixed  any  other  aa  of  public  functionaries,  ad. 
It  Is  apparent,  from  tlie  very  terma  of  the  power  of  attorney 
from  the  managers  of  the  bank  to  the  oommtssioners  who  went 
abroad  to  eell  these  bonds.  This  power  of  attorney,  after  reci- 
ting tliat  tha  act  to  ineorponte  the  sobscnbers  to  the  MissisBip. 
pi  Union  Bank  bad  been  paased  by  one  Legislature,  and,  in 
•onformity  to  the  constitution,  had  been  published,  and  re- 
foned  to  the  next  aucceeding  Legislature,  which  had  paaaed 
and  confirmed  the  aaid  original  act;  and  that  the  same  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1838,— 
continues:  *'And  whereaa  the  said  Liegislaiure  last  above  men- 
tioned paased  an  act  entitled  An  act  aapplemeotal  fo  an  act  to 
Incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  Mhsiasippi  Union  Bank, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Governor,  February  6th,  1838;  and 
wbenas  the  Ciovemor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  has,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  supplemental  act,  sobecrlbed,  in 
behalf  of  the  aaid  State,  fifty  thousand  shares  of  the  capital 
stock  of  said  bank,  and  has  executed  twenty-five  hundred  bonds 
of  the  said  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  each,"  &o.  If  truth  can  produco  conviction,  surely 
this  question  is  now  placed  beyond  cavil.  4th.  It  is  self-evi- 
dent,  that  the  purcliaser  of  the  bonds  had  not  only  constructive, 
but  actual  notice,  that  the  faith  of  the  State  could  not  be  pledgM 
under  the  constitution  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  without  a 
confiroMUion  bv  the  people;  that  the  aupplemental  act  had  not 
been  confirmed  by  the  people;  and  that  the  bonds  he  purcliased 
were  issued  ''pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  nid  supple- 
mentary act  1 1"— because  this  power  of  attorney  to  the  com- 
missioners is  made  part  and  parcel  of  bia  contract  with  them, 
and  it  conuiins  a  full  statement  of  these  facts. 

Mr.  Qwm  contended  that  the  extract  read  by 
the  Clerk  from  his  oolleague'3  letter  was  the  basis 
upon  which  the  canvass  in  Mississippi,  in  the 
election  of  1841,  was  foQoded.  The  qoesiion  was 
not,  "Shall  the  boods  be  paid?'*  bat,  **ahall  we 
aasnmc  them  as  the  bonds  of  the  State,  and  not 
proyide  for  their  payment  by  taxesi  or  shall  we 
assert  the  anconsitintionality  under  which  they 
were  issoed,  and  refase  to  lay  the  tax,  becaase  it 
was  not  the  debt  of  the  State)"  He  stated  the 
fact,  that  not  a  dollar  of  the  money  for  which  the 
bonds  were  sold  had  been  received  by  the  Slate; 
that  the  bonds  were  sold  by  agents  of  the  bank,  ap- 
pointed by  anihority  of  the  nnconstitaiional  sop-  i 
plement— the  money  received  by  the  bank,  and  | 
Qsed  by  it.  Not  a  (ioUar  ever  went  into  the  State 
treasury,  or  was  under  the  control  of  a  State  offi- 
cer; and  the  archives  of  the  State  show  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  any  such  obligati#n  as  due  from 
the  State.  He  further  observed,  that  the  State 
authorities  had  offered  no  obsiruciion  to  the  bond- 
holders, if  they  wished  to  seize  the  assets  of  the 
bank.  In  fact,  ihey  bad  publicly  expressed  a  de^ 
sire  that  this  course  should  be  adopted. 


Mr.  O.  said  he  differed  with  die  ststement  of 
Oovemor  McNnu  as  it  regarded  the  worthlessness 
of  these  assets.  He  thought,  if  they  were  properly 
managed  (as  he  had  no  doaht  they  would  be, 
by  the  present  board  of  aasignees)  that  that 
would  be  a  large  surplus,  after  paying  the 
eircnlatien,  to  l^  applied  to  tha.  liquidation 
of  those  bonds.  In  addition  to  these  assets,  there 
were  also  the  mortgages  of  the  stockholders  for  ten 
millions  and  a  half  of  real  estate— tfome  of  it  the 
best  in  the  State,  and  equal  in  productiveness  to 
any  on  the  face  of  the  globe — which  the  ^rst  legal 
men  in  the  State  believed  would  be  held  liable  at 
law  for  the  payment  of  these  bonds.  He  was  no 
lawyer  himself,  and  would  not  trust  his  own 
opinion;  but  the  one  he  now  stated,  bad  the  sanc- 
tion of  some  of  the  ablest  member^  of  the  bar  in 
this  couDtry.  No  obstruction  had  been  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  bondholders,  who  wished  to  pro- 
ceed to  foreclose  these  mortgages,  and  seize  the 
assets  proper  of  the  bank,  whrch^  in  the  aggregate, 
exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  whieh, 
if  the  property  mortgaged  was  held  liable,  wouM 
more  than  pay  the  whole  of  the  bonds,  principal 
and  interest.  Thus  those  bonds,  so  much  talked 
of,  were  really  more  likely  to  be  paid  than  the 
bonds  of  those  States  which  had  paraded  their  res- 
olutions against  repudiation  before  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  be  had  alluded  yesterday  to  the 
course  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  was  reported  to  have  pursued,  during  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  on  the  subject  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  river  by  British  vessels. 
He  did  not  believe  that  gehtleman  was  now  sincere 
in  the  apprehensions  he  had  expressed.  Bine 
lights  had  been  held  out  to  our  enemies  during  the 
last  war,  to  designate  the  most  exposed  points  of 
our  territory. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  be 
pointed  out  as  the  finger-board,  directing  Great 
Britain  to  what  he  deems  our  weakest  point  of  de- 
fence. He  has  declared  that,  in  the  event  of  war, 
or  insurrection  in  the  slave  States,  our  slaves 
would  all  become  free.  The  gjeat  object  of  his 
life  seems  now  to  be,  to  bring  about  this  result;  for 
the  accomplishment  of  which«  the  whole  South  will 
be  drenched  in  blood.  What  more  eflfisctual  as- 
sistance can  he  obtain  in  accomplishing  his  object 
than  the  power  of  Great  Britain  concentrated,  on  his 
suggestion,  at  the  South,  and  sending  her  war 
steamers  into  the  midst  of  the  slave  States  of  the 
Union?  In  this  emergency,  if  the  States  call  on 
the  General  Government  for  assistance — if  the 
enemy  shall  excite  insurrection  among  our  slaves, 
according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  gentleman — they 
are  alt  to  become  free;  and  his  great  object  will 
thus  be  accomplished.  Whether  or  not  it  wa^  the 
intention  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
bring  about  this  result,  his  course  en  this  subject 
is  more  likely  to  produce  that  effect  than  any  other 
that  could  be  suggested.  The  alternative  of  war, 
if  the  State  debts  are  not  assumed,  comes  from  a 
Representative  on  this  floor,  who  once  held  the 
exalted  station  of  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  will,  at  once,  be  taken  up  and  acted  on  by 
Great  Britain.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  ci|- 
izens  of  other  countries  cannot  understand  the 
('metaphysical  distinctions,*'  as  the  gentleman 
calls  them,  between  the  Federal  and  State  Con- 
stitutions. They  will  no  longer  need  authority  on 
this  side  of  the  water  on  this  subject,  af^er  the 
remarks  delivered  by  that  gentleman  yesterday. 

The  gentleman  entertains  much  lu>rror  at  the 
doctrine  of  State  repudiation  of  debts  which  they 
had  never  contracted;  yet  he  was  the  advocate  of, 
and  voted  for,  the  bankrupt  law,  which  established 
the  most  wholesale  system  of  repudiation  of  honest 
and  undisputed  debts  ever  known  in  this  or  any 
other  country.  According  to  the  gentleman^  theory, 
it  is  disgraceful  for  a  State,  in  defence  of  her  con- 
etitntion, to  refuse  to  assume  a  debt  contracted  in 
her  name;  yet  it  is  proper  and  highly  meritorious 
for  citizens  of  that  State — nmny  or  all — to  repadi« 
ate  their  honest  debts,  contracted  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  and  laws;  in  contracting 
which,  they  acknowledge  they  have  received  full 
value.  He  (Mr.  G)  wonld  give  an  instance  in 
point,  to  show  the  practical  operation  of  the  gen- 
tleman's theory  of  hononU>le  repudiation  of  ac- 


knowledged private  debts,  and  dishonorable  itpi* 
diaiion  of  nimeknowkdged  State  debts. 

A  number  of  eomme rcial  bonsea  in  LifsrpatI, 
and  other  parts  of  Bucope,  during  the  glono« 
era  of  paper  money  from  1835  to  1840,  creand 
agencies  in  Mississippi  and  Loajsiana,  for  dM  pur- 
pose of  advancing  npon  the  crops  of  the  plaateiS||o 
inaure  shipments  to  their  houses.  The  compel- 
lion  in  this  line  of  business,  as  in  most  otheis,  «ai 
carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  agents  of  tht 
houses,  to  secure  the  custom  of  the  pkinters,  al- 
vaoced  much  more  than  the  real  valoe  of  the  eot* 
ton.  The  result  was,  that  these  planters  beeavc 
indebted  to  the  merchants  in  Europe — in  many  ia- 
stances,  to  lar^  amonnta.  Baring  and  Brotei, 
for  instance,  became  the  holders  of  the  napaid 
balances  received  in  money  by  the  plaitersi  om 
and  above  the  price  for  which  tiieir  eonan  mU. 
Baring  and  Brothers  send  over  theae  claims  ftr 
collection;  the  planters,  haviDc  become  inseivcti, 
go  into  bankruptcy,  surrendering  assets  to  ihi 
amount  of  one  cent,  and  thus  pay  their  debts  Is 
their  creditors.  This  is  all  honorable  and  piai»* 
worthy,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  gentkia 
£rom  Massachusetts.  But  these  aame  Baiii|i 
hold  some  of  the  bontis  issued  for  the  Union  Bajk 
of  Mississippi,  which  the  people  of  the  State,  or  a 
large  majority  of  them,  say  were  iasned  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  laws,  for  wfaldi  they 
have  never  received  a  red  cent;  aad,  yet,  beeaue 
they  do  not  step  forward  and  assume  this  naai- 
thorixed  debt,  for  whidi  they  have  got  nothiig, 
the  gentleman  says  the  eoantry  is  disgraced  aid 
dishonored. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  could  adduce  eren  a  stvoBger 
case  than  the  foregoing,  which  was  one  of  adail 
occurrence.  This  celebrated  Union  Bank  Ml 
became  a  great  cotton-broker.  It  advanced  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  cotton,  at  the  rate  of  fM  per 
bale  of  400  pounds,  (equal  to  15  cents  a  poaad,) 
and  shipped  this  cotton  to  the  Barings,  who  ad- 
vanced the  bank  upon  it  in  money  about  |90  or  |K 
per  bale.  The  cotton  was  sold  for  less  than  Mi 
advance,  by  considerably  upwards  of  one  huaM 
thousand  dollars,  as  he  (Mr.  G)  had  been  iafom- 
ad;  and  believed.  The  bank  broke,  and  has  toae 
into  bankruptcy,  and  assigned  its  assets;  yet  mm 
is  no  ooBiplaint  agahist  all  this,  and,  aeeoidiai  to 
the  gentleman's  notion  of  bankruptcy,  it  Isall  bsa- 
eet  and  honorable.  But  the  same  boise  of  tbi 
Barings  receives  in  hypothecation,  from  the  Baakof 
the  United  States,  npon  which  they  loan  »aid  baak 
money,  certain  bonds,  purporting  to  be  boadisf 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  unacknowledged  by  Ihe 
State,  and  f«r  which  ahe  received  nothing,  no  lasie 
than  she  did  of  the  cotton-advances  to  the  Uaioa 
Bank;  yet,  because  a  majority  of  her  dtiseai  de- 
clare these  facts,  and  refuse  to  Impoverish  tbett- 
setves  by  taxation  to  pay  those  bonds,  tb^aiepiD- 
nounced  by  the  gentleman  trom  Maasachnseusas 
dishooeet*  and  that  they  have  disgraced  their  coU" 
try. 

A  large  amount  of  exchequer  bonds  wm  fo^ 
not  long  since  in  Great  Britain,  and  passed  ialo 
the  hands  of  innocent  holders  before  the  fioigeiy 
was  detected.  That  Government  has  repaduiied 
themi — yet  we  bear  no  cry  of  disgrace  or  dishonor 
against  that  nation  for  thus  acting.  The  State  ef 
Mississippi|contends  that,  as  these  bonds  were  issued 
in  violation  of  her  constitution  and  laws,  they  are 
no  more  operative  than  if  they  had  been  forged; 
yet  she  is  branded  with  dishonor  and  dhigmea  for 
not  assuming  the  payment  of  them,  because  ^ 
are  in  the  hands  of  innocent  holders.  Great  Brit- 
ain has  repudiated  a  part  of  her  national  debt, 
(which  she  does  not  contend  was  not  paid  to  heri) 
by  taxing  tbe  income  of  those  who  hold  her  slocki. 
One  individual,  whose  annual  income  from  intl^ 
est  on  Government  stock  was  $100,000,  now^siaee 
the  psssage  of  that  law,  gets  but  |80,000  dear 
from  the  same  debt;  yet  no  censure  is  cast  by  oiir 
moralists  here  upon  that  nauon,  for  thus  repodi- 
atJBg  an  acknowledged  debt;  while  Mississippi  it 
to  be  branded  with  infamy  because  she  refases  to 
ux  her  people  to  pay  an  ooackoowledged  debt,  aad 
for  which  she  has  received  nothing.  Wagoo-leadt 
of  continental  money  issued  during  the  revolatioB- 
«ary  war,  and  by  the  issuance  of  whi<&  the  States  were 
enabled  to  achieve  their  independence— cointletf 
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.  oMigitiong  vf  tk»  several  States,  isoed  in  various 
'  ihapiwii  the  aaaa  time,  and  for  valae  received, 
'  ka^  been  tepndiaied;  yet  no  brand  of  national 
dishonor  eeems  to  have  attached  to  us  from  this 
eaoae, — ^yet  Missisarppi,  in  refanng  toadcnowledge 
mk  vnaaihoriied  debt,  fior  which  she  received  noth- 
iBft  has  disgraced  the  nation  I 

'  Hr.  9.  aaid  he  cotfid  cfte  cases  throughout  the 
wh«le  civilized  world,  of  national  debts  for  which 

'  Vmlte  had  been  received,  being  repudiated,  without 
sneli'iiaiiMit  being  branded  with  dishonor;  yet  this 
nation  is  pronounced  dishonored,  because  the  State 
ofMiwissippi  refuses  to  acknowledge  a  debt  never 

-  togtfly  0/  constitutionally  contracted  by  her,  and 
Mte  wftiA  her  people  received  no  lenefit.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  G.,  this  pretended  horror  of  Mi^issippi 

'  tepv^lrtioa  is  as  hypcksritical  as  it  is  insdlting. 

'  Tht  #hol»  band  of  stockbrokers,  fnndmonger9,and 

•  t»a]peMBoaey  robbers,  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
•mA  their  agents  here,  are  bellowing  about  Missis 
alpf  i  repudiation,  to  draw  public  attention  from 
their  own  infamous  systems  of  swindling.    Sir, 

'  mid  Bfr.  G.,  we  have  been  taunted  by  these  men, 
who  live  upon  the  labor  of  others,  through  the 
machinery  of  the  bankrn?,  credit,  and  paper-money 
systems,  until  even  the  Robespierre  of  the  Harri- 
son Administration — who  was  as  fond  of  cutting  off 
heads  officially,  as  that  monster  was  in  reality — has 
attempted  to  ca5t  ridicule  upon  his  (Mr.  G.^)  col- 
Jeague  for  wishing  to  cut  down  the  public  expend- 
itures to  (be  receipts  into  the  treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  reminded  his 
(Mr.  0.*8)  colleague  [Blr.  Thompson]  that  it  was 
Mol*ai  aU  Mceaeary  to  retrench;  for,  if  we  got  in 

'  Mm,  the  new  doctrine  of  repudiation  would  very 
•ooB  relieve  us.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mf:  QaaiaBa]  intended  to  be  severe  upon  his  (Mr. 
Ck**)  0Olleagae;  but,  like  the  blind  rattlesnake  in 
A«I^Mt«  he  sank  his  faags  into  his  own  politically 
c*ir«pt  body.  The  only  practical  repudiation 
known  in  this  country  during  this  century,  of  ac- 
knowledged, hoaet t,  and  hcna  Jide  debts,  had  no 
BM>re  zealous  advocate  than  that  gentleman.  None 
of  m  have  iorgottea  the  theatrical  valedictory  pre- 
•oanoed  by  him  when  this  House  was  about  pacing 
IB  act  to  repeal  the  great  repudiating  bankrupt  law, 
yet  he  has  the  audacity  to  get  up,  in  the  face  of 
this  House,  and  sneer  at  repudiation!  It  wou^d  be 
as  iqpropet  to  hear  a  prostitute  lecture  about  virtue 
and  morality.  He  said  that  this  course  of  attack 
upotthia  State  would  not  be  submitted  to;  aad,  if 
gentlemen  travelled  ont  of  the  usual  course  of  de- 
bate to  make  such  attacks,  they  must  expect  to  be 
answered  in  a  spirit  becoming  the  Rf  piesentatives 
of  a  people  who  feared  not  the  scoffs  of  the  cor- 
rapt,  or  the  frowns  of  power,  in  asserting  what 
ih^believed  to  be  their  grea^.  constitutional  rights. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad  taken 
Ike  ground  that  the  Slate  debts  must  be  assumed,  or 
there  would  be  war  with  Ghreat  Britain;  and  he 
peiMtd  iM  to  the  fate  of  China,  as  a  warning  to  us 
to  beware  of  a  contest  with  that  powerfal  nation. 
He  (Mr.  O.)  did  not  court  war  with  Great  Britain, 
or  any  other  nation;  but  the  fear  of  soch  war 
shovld  never  operate  upon  him  so  far  as  to  induce 
hina  to  violate  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  in 
aasomiiig  debts  which  that  instrument  gave  no 
authority  to  assume  or  pay.  Whence  question  of 
war  oraasumption  was  presented  to  him,  he  was 
for  war,  as  were  his  constituents.  The  mean,  truck- 
ling  ^irit  to  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  that  is 

,  ntaoifeating  itself  in  ibis  country,  would  meet  with 
no  response  from  the  section  of  the  Union  from 
which  be  came.  Interested  more  deeply  than  any 
Skate  in  the  Union,  as  fidississippi  is,  in  the  export 
trade  of  the  country,  yet  her  citizens  would  bt  the 
first  to  lestet  encroachment  upon  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land,  whether  that  resistance  led  to  war 
or  not.  The  spirit  of  crouching  servility  was  not 
the  proper  one  to  exhibit  10  that  nation.  He,  (Mr. 
Q  y)  in  the  lal^;uage  ofjbe  gentleman  from  Yir- 
gtuia,  [Mr.  Wiss,]  would  prefer  slapping.  John 


Bull  in  the  face,  than  to  quail  before  his  porer,  if 
be  wished  to  have  permanent  peace  with  him. 

It  was  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  justified  theattsick  of 
Great  Britain  upon  China,  put  her  in  the  right,  and 
and  China  in  the  wrong;  and  intimates  that  if  we 
do  not  assume  the  State  debts,  and  a  war  should 
be  the  consequence,  we  would  be  in  the  wrong, 
and  England  right— the  cause  of  war  in  the  two 
cases  being  similar.  The  gentleman  appears  to 
be  always,  on  the  side  of  the  British  in  his  argu- 
ments, if  he  is  not  so  in  feelmg.  The  gentleman 
made  a  g/reat  many  suppositions  of  what  would 
happen  en  account  of  the  refusal  of  Mississippi  to 
assume  the  payment  of  these  bends.  I  will  meet 
that  portion  of  his  argument,  by  supposing  that 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  should  complain  to  (heir 
Government  that  they  had  been  defrauded  Out  of 
large  sums  due  them  by  citixene  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  an  «r  p9it 
faU9  law  by  this  Government,  which  authorized  ibeir 
debtors  in  this  country  to  repudiate  the  debts  con- 
tracted in  good  faith,  and  for  value  received,  before 
the  passage  of  this  law.  The  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  through  its  minister  here,  applies  to  our 
Government  for  indemnity  to  its  citizens  for  losses 
thus  sustained.  Our  President  and  Secretary  of 
State  pay  no  attention  to  the  application.  Great 
Britain  then  resorts  to  that  potent  argument— the 
Pdixhan  gun^-and  sends  a  fleet  of  war  steamers  to 
Boston,  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  English  debts 
repudiated  in  that  city  under  the  bankrupt  law. 
What  is  then  to  be  done?  Why,  according  to  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — 
avoid  war  by  all  means;  apply  to  the  Gkn* 
eral  GK)vemment  to  assume  these  debts,  and 
get  clear  of  the  danger  of  the  Paixhan  guns. 
He  (Mr.  G.)  had  less  dread  of  these  Paix- 
han guns  than  appeared  to  operate  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  and  could  by  no 
such  argument  give  up  his  opposition  to  the  as- 
sumption of  State  debts.  He  would  not  now 
go  into  that  question,  but  was  prepared,  at 
the  proper  time,  if  necessary,  to  lay  his  views  be- 
fore the  coumry.  He  bad  addressed  the  House  at 
this  time  solely  to  defend  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  against  the  charges 
made  against  her  for  the  ground  she  had  taken  in  re* 
lation  to  these  bonds. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  obtained  the  floor, 
and  yielded  it  for  an  explanation  to — 

Mr.  GRANGER,  who  observed  that  h|  had  not 
sought  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  replymg  to  the 
very  refined  and  polished  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missi5sippi,  [Mr.  Gwim,]  so  far  as  related  to 
himself  personally;  but  he  had  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman^  and  to  the  paper  just  read 
at  the  table,  and  he  had  a  word  to  say  about  Mis- 
sissippi morality  as  that  gentleman  taught  it.  Why, 
what  was  the  case,  as  the  gentleman  made  it?  It 
was,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  incorporated  a 
bank  with  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  capital;  and 
then  went  on  to  enact,  by  a  Legislature  composed 
of  a  majoritv  of  the  political  friends  of  that  gentle- 
man, and  who  now  held  the  same  moral  doctrines 
declared  by  this  same  Gkvemor  McNutt,  that  the 
Governor  should  subscribe,  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
for  one-third  of  the  stock.  The  stock  was  sob- 
scribed  for,  and  the  bonds  to  pay  for  it  were  signed, 
and  put  in  the  market,  and  sold  at  par  value.  The 
money  was  received  for  them,  and  constituted  part 
of  tbe  capital  of  the  bank.  He  would  call  on  the 
gentleman  to  say  whether  there  was  another  stock- 
bolder  to  this  bank. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  there  was;  and  that  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  tea  millions  were  given  for  the 
balance  of  the  stock,  and  recorded  in  every  county 
in  the  State. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  that  these  bonds  had  been 
repudiated. 

Mr.  GWIN  denied  that  they  had  been,  and  said 
that  they  were  well  secured*  and  could  be  collected. 

Mr.  GRANGER  contended  that  every  dollar  of 


the  capital  of  this  bank  oonaisted  of  the  money  de- 
lived  from  the  sale  of  these  State  bonds,  which 
wa6  all  paid  into  the  bank;  and  when  it  becMue  in- 
convenient to  pay  them,  the  rentl^man  found  out 
that  it  was  unconstitutiottal.  He  oame  not  here  to 
speak  with  disrespect  of  any  aftan  who  had  beea 
elevated  to  the  chief  magistracy  ol  a  State;  but  he 
must  say  that,  alter  these  bottds  were  signed— after 
the  funds  were  received  for  them— it  was  on  ly  neeea- 
sary  to  turn  to  that  letter  of  Governor  M^utt  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  only  when  pay- 
day came,  that  he  started  back  in  holy  horror  frona 
the  debt.  He  would  go  further.  If  he  mistook 
not,  there  was  a  large  amount  of  bonds  out,  c6a«^ 
stituting  the  capital  of  the  Planters*  Bank  of 
Mississippi.  These  bonds,  the  nature  of  which 
must  be  known  to  the  gentleman  ftotn  Misaiaibippi 
and  his  colleague,  had  nor  yet  been  repudiated.  He 
asked  the  gentleman  to  state,  in  hrs  place,  his 
opinion  whether  these  bonds  shectM  or  should  no$ 
be  paid* 

Mr.  GWIN,  in  repfy  to  the  question  of  the  gen- 
tleman, would  say  that  all  of  the  candidates  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Mississippi,  during  tbe  contest 
in  1841,  had  declared  themselves  against  repudiat- 
ing these  bonds.  After  the  exhaustion  of  the  as- 
sets of  the  Planters*  and  Railroad  Banks,  that  were 
properly  applicable  to  the  payment  ot  these  bends, 
they  declared  their  willingness  to  meet  their  onpo* 
nents  in  providing  means  to  pay  any  balance  of  tneaa 
bonds  that  should  remain  unpaid;  but  the  party  op- 
posed to  the  Democrats  in  the  State  hsd,  in  the 
last  election,  refused  to  pledge  themselves  to  lay  a 
tax  to  pay  these  bonds.  Tbe  Legislature  of  the 
State,  at  several  sessions,  had  attempted  to  put  the 
Plamers*  and  Railroad  Banks  in  liquidation,  to  ap- 
ply rae  assets  to  the  payment  of  these  bonds;  but 
bad  been  met  with  obstacles,  oil  account  of  the  sup- 
posed chartered  rights  of  the  banks;  which  had 
caused  the  failure  of  the  application  of  these  assets 
to  this  purpose.  The  Senate  of  Mtssissippf,  at  the 
time,  composed  of  a  majorty  of  Democr^s,  had 
declared,  unanimously,  that  these  bonds  were  the 
bonds  of  tbe  State — the  present  Governor  of  the 
State  being  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  the  time. 

Mr.  GRANGER  inquired  if  be  was  to  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  10  be  in 
favor  oi  repudiating  the  bonds  of  the  Planters* 
Bank  of  Mississippi? 

Mr.  GWIN  denied  that  he  was,  or  ever  had 
been,  in  favor  of  repudiating  those  bonda. 
.  Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  misUke  the 
signs  of  the  times;  it  might  not  be  unimportant  to 
know  and  remember  what  the  opinions  of  -the 
gentleman  were  on  tha)  subject. 

Mr.  WISE,  (in  a  firm  tone,  to  the  friendsareund 
him.)  What  <k>e8  he  mean,  by  ita  being  tmporiant 
to  know  thati         • 

Mr.  GRANGER  hoped  tie  House  and  the 
country  would  remember  that  deetaration  of  opin- 
ion. The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  paying  the  bonds  of  the  Piaatera*  Bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  he  (Mr.  G.)  hopad  they  should  see 
no  repudiation  of  thoae  booda.  lie  hAped,  too, 
that  gentleman*a  honorable  eolleag«e  [Mr.  TRoaiP* 
SON]  would  be  of  the  sauM  way  of  thitildag. 

N6w  about  the  Union  Bank  b<»ds.  He  there  de- 
clared, in  his  place,  what  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  himself  would  not«  and  coiUd  not,  con- 
tradict. The  law  granting  the  power,  and  directing 
the  subscription  for  the  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  was  passed  by  a  Legislature,  a  majori- 
ty  of  whom  were  all  your  hard*money  and  hard- 
currency  men — ^your  men  who  read  to  the  rest  of 
the  nation  tuch  elegant  lessons  on  hank  profligacy 
and  bank  corruption.  Now,  was  there  a  prettier 
specimen  of  it  than  iiv  the  Union  Bank^  which  went 
into  operalion  on  the  money  raised  by  ihe  sale  of 
thoae  boadsl  He  had  no  sympathy  with  tbe  apaeti- 
lators,  who  stood  in  the  markets  to  rua  down  the 
ecedit  of  the  States,  that  they  might  boy  their 
bonds  below  par;  but,  in  this  case,  evefy.dp^)ar  of 
the  #5,000,000  raised  by  Ihe  sale  of  these  bonds 
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weal  iAto  tbat  btnk,  and  it  was  ibe  only  money 
raised  for  the  operatioDs  of  the  Union  Bank— a 
bank  whose  stock  was  subscribed  for  by  a  hard- 
money  GoTemor,  under  a  law  passed  by  a  hard- 
Bkoney  L^islatiire. 

Mr.  QWIN  'Said,  as  the  gentleman  appeared  to 
vaderstand  the  political  complexion  of  that  Legis- 
lature very  well,  he  would  ask  him  if  the  Whig* 
Senalor  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  from  that 
Stale,  was  not  elected  by  that  Legislature? 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  khew  it  was  so;  for, 
after  the  passage  of  that  law  by  a  Legislature 
which  had  a  haSd-money  majority,  there  was  such 
a  storm  raised  that  many  of  the  members  resigned, 
and  a  Whig  majority  was  left. 

He  then  went  on  to  allude  to  some  epithets 
which  he  said  had  been  used  towards  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  said  he  should 
notice  arguments,  and  not  epithets.  He  then  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  if  he  was  pre- 
]mured  to  rise  in  this  hall,  and  say  that  the  Union 
Bank  of  that  State  ever  isi^oed  a  dollar  upon  any 
funds  but  tboee  she  raised  by  the  sale  of  these  five 
millions  of  bonds!  And  whether  he  was  in  fayor  of 
laying  a  tax  to  raise  a  single  dollar  for  the  repay- 
ment of  themi  He  (Mr.  6. )  had  nothing  more  to  say 
on  this  subject,  than  to  declare  tbat  he  stood  there 
ready  to  yerify  every  assertion  he  had  made. 

But  one  word  on  the  sobject  of  State  debts,  and 
theremariBS  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adims]  made  yesterday.  He  [Mr. 
GRAMoaa]  did  not  agree  with  tbat  gentleman  in 
many  of  the  positions  which  he  assumed;  and  on  one 
he  agreed  most  folly  with  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  QwiN.]  And  when  foreign  stockhold- 
ers came  here,  and  said  they  knew  not  abroad 
that  there  was  any  difference  between  the  stock  of 
the  different  Sutes  of  this  Union,  and  that  tbey  had 
been  deceiyed  in  adyanciog  their  money,  believing 
that  the  faith  of  the  (General  Goyemment  was 
pledged  for  its  repayment,  he  would,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi,  turn  to  them  and  say. 
Why  was  it,  then,  that  yon  bought  Illinois  btnds  at 
40  ^nts,  and  other  State  bonds  for  30  cents — some 
evea  for  15  cents— New  York  6's  for  80  and  90 
cents,  and  Massachusetts  at  pari  For  he  did  not 
come  there  to  glorify  his  own  State,  bot  to  state 
the  facts  as  they  stood.  Yes,  when  a  foreign  bond- 
holder came  to  buy  State  bonds,  and  said  he  con- 
sidered that  they  were  all  gaarantied  by  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  Government,  be  [Ifr.GRANQEii] 
would  tell  him  that  his  own  actions  proved  that  he 
knew  to  the  contrary. 

Another  word  on  this  subject.  It  was  a  pity — 
a  grieyoos  pity— whatever  some  gentlemen  might 
think  of  it,  as  connected  with  this  whole  sabject, 
that  the  land  bill  of  1832,  or  1833,  or  whateyer  the 
year  was,  did  not  become  a  law. 

If  that  land  bill  had  become  a  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  distribution  had  taken  place  amongsl  the 
States,  they  might  not  have  been  driven  to  re- 
pudiation. And  if  the  surplus  funds  of  1835  and 
1636  had  been  divided  oat  among  the  States  in 
the  proportion  in  which  tbey  were  entitled  to  it, 
they  would  neyer  have  seen  what  they  had  seen. 
And  he  there  told  the  gentlemen  who  heard  him, 
that  there  was  not  a  State  of  the  Union — unless  it 
was  not  ahready  determined  to  repudiate — that 
would  not  call  upon  them  in  some  form  or  other 
—either  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
W.  C.  JomsoN,]  or  some  other — to  make  the 
common  property  of  the  nation  be  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  States. 

He  regretted  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Adams]  say  that  British  steamers 
could  go  to  Mississippi  and  conquer  that  State. 
He  differed  firom  him  entirely  on  that  subject,  al- 
thotigh  he  had  neyer  seen  in  that  gentleman  any- 
thing that  looked  like  favoring  the  British.  He 
had  watched  that  gentleman's  course  towards  Great 
Britain  closely,  through  his  whole  life;  and  thongh 
he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  do  justice  to  all  nations,  he  bad  often  seen 
that  the^volntioaary  blood  which  was  in  his  veins, 
and  the  veins  of  his  sire,  rose  up;  and  on  any  ques- 
tkm  of  doubt  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  that 
gentleman  was  made  what  had  been  called  a  pretty 
'*good  hater.**  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
leiti  wae  the  last  man  against  whom  a  charge 


should  be  brought  of  favoring  the  British,  though 
he  (Mr.  GRAaoBU)  did  nofagree  with  him  that  the 
steamers  of  Great  Britain  could  go  up  the  Missis- 
sippi^ The  yalley  of  the  Mississippi  alone  was 
competent  to  protect  her.  He  was,  however,  a  lit- 
tle surprised  the  other  day,  and  more  surprised 
now,  that  some  indignation  had  not  been  expressed 
in  relation  to  some  remarks  of  another  gentleman 
on  this  fioor.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
charged  almost  treason  to  his  countiy  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  for  intimating  that 
British  steamers  could  conquer  the  single  State  of 
Mississippi;  and  yet  an  eloquent  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill  the 
other  day,  told  them  tbat  British  steamers  could  go 
up  the  Mississippi,  and  lay  waste,  not  only  one,  but 
every  State  bordering  on  that  river;  and  th^  then 
heard  no  charge  from  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, nor  had  they  now  heard  any  charge  against 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina^^no,  not  a  word. 
After  a  few  other  observations,  he  resumed  his 
seat. 

The  SPEAKER  then  annotinced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  bad  expired. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  permissicn  to  correct  an  / 
error  into  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  fallen.  He  denied  that  he  had  said  British 
steamers  soold  go  up  the  Mississippi,  and  conquer 
that  State;  but  he  bad  supposed  a  cafe,  and  in- 
quired what  this  Government  wonld  do  under  such 
circumstances. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  aceased  him  (Mr.  G.)  with  applying  epithets 
to  him.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  applied  but  one  epithet 
to  the  gentleman.  It  was,  that  he  was  the  Robee- 
pierre  of  the  Harrison  administration,  and  was  as 
fond  of  cutting  off  beads  officially,  as  that  monstor 
had  been  in  reality.  He  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, declared  in  his  place — and  with  a  self-satis- 
fied air  tbat  cannot  be  forgotten— that  he  had  de- 
capitated ],700!postmasters. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  object  to  that 
at  all.    It  was  fair  and  legitimate. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  to  what,  then,  did  the  gentle- 
man allodel  It  was  the  only  epithet  he  hai^S^ 
in  connexion  with  the  gentleman's  name;  and,  as 
the  gentleman  had  remarked,  he  thooght  it  per- 
fectly legitimate.  The  observations  addressed  to 
the  Hoi»e  a  few  days  ago,  by  that  gentleman,  in 
reply  to  his  (Mr.  G.*s)  colleague,  who  had  con- 
tended for  bringing  down  the  expenditures  of  the 
Goyemment  to  the  national  receipts,  were  intended 
to  reflect  upon  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  posi- 
tion she  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  Union  Bank 
bonds.  He  (Mr.  G.)  thought  that  the  gentleman^ 
doctrine  of  private  repudiation,  by  ex  poH  faei9 
laws,  was  more  odions  than  what  was  charged 
upon  Mississippi,  if  the  charge  were  true;  and  he 
used  the  expression  that,  like  the  rattlesnake,  he 
bad  sunk  liis  fangs  into  his  own  politically-corrnpt 
body,  instead  of  wounding  his  colleague.  Did  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  object  to  this  expres- 
sion, in  this  connexion? 

Mr.  G.  said  tbat  he  wonld  not  trespass  on  the 
courtesy  of  the  gentlepian  from  Maryland,  who 
bad  yielded  him  the  floor,  so  long  as  to  go  into  an 
argument  to  disprove  all  the  positions  taken  by  the 
gffntleman  from  New  York  in  regard  to  the  Union 
Bank  bonds — ^not  one  of  which  was  tenable — which 
held  the  State  liable  for  these  bonds.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  show  te  the  satisfaction  of  eyery  impartial 
man,  here  or  elsewhere^  tbat  there  was  neither  le- 
gal nor  constitutional  liability  on  the  State  to  pay 
these  bonds;  and  be  was  willing  to  abide  the  de- 
cision of  the  country  as  to  whether  a  moral  obli- 
gation rested,  where  there  was  none  constitutional- 
ly or  legally.  He  would  ren^ark,  that  the  Legis- 
lature tbat  chartered  this  bank  had  been  character- 
ized as  a  hard-money  Legislattire  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York;  but  he  omitted  to  state  that  near- 
ly every  Whig  in  it  yoted  for  the  bank  and  supple- 
ment— that  the  Whig  party  in  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  went  almost  en  mnse  for  all  the  bank 
charters  that  had  been  passed;  and  that  party 
had  the  management  of  all  the  banks  after  they 
went  into  operation,  and  had  led  them  to  bankrupt- 


cy;  as  the  same  parly  had  the  United  States,  bin 
short  rule  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 

The  subject  then  went  over,  Mr.  W.  C.  Joanoi 
haying  the  floor  for  the  momiiig  hoar  ob  Meaiif. 

WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  LEVY  called  for  the  spedal  order  of  ihs 
day,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  inbabitaals  tf 
West  Florida;  which  was  taken  up,  aad  Mr. 
LEVY  entered  into  some  ezplanatoiy  atateawatt 
respecting  the  position  which  the  questioa  had  a^ 
sumed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  explained. 

Mr.  LEVYUien  addressed  the  House  at  length 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  aentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  AoAMsJ  and  in  favor  of  the  jis- 
tice  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  House  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Lxyy,  and  concluded  with  moving  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  was  very  desirous  to  aay  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  ffoil  Masii» 
chusetts,  and  for  that  purpooe  entreated  him  is 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  do  so,  but  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  the  wth 
tion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatiyed— yeas  78, 
nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  lbs 
table. 

The  question  recuniog  upon  the  motioa  to  re- 
commit the  bill, 

Mr.  S.  J.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previoas 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  naia 
question  ordered  to  be  now  put.  The  effect  of  thii 
motion  was  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vole  up- 
on the  passage  of  the  bill. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  result  was  the  in- 
jection of  the  bill  by  a  vote  of  ayes  36,  to  noes  113. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  lbs 
floor;  but, 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  rose  to  a  priyilesed  qasHioB. 
He  moyed  a  reconsideration  of  the  yote  bf  whieh 
the  bill  bad  been  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order, 
as  coming  from  a  Delegate,  who  had  no  vote,  aad 
therefore  could  not  have  voted  with  the  aujority, 
which  circumstance  alone  entitled  a  gentlemu  to 
move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that,  in  orier  to  enable  the 
Delegate  to  get  in  his  remarks,  he  wouM  hiiaielf 
moye  a  reconsideration  of  the  yote  just  taken. 

Mr.  LEVY  then  took  the  floor,  aind,  after  tmt 
interruption,  caused  by  questions  of  order  aad 
motions  to  adjourn,  addresBed  the  House  in  ooa- 
tinuation  of  the  remarks  made  by  him  to-dayi  and 
the  conclusion  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  ex- 
piration of  his  hour. 

Mr.  LEVY  concluded  by  moying  thepceviow 
question.  ' 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moyed  to  lay  the  motioa  oa 
the  table,  and  it  was  carried* 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  oflTered  the  fUlewioi 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Heaolved,  That  the  CommhtMon  Indko  AflUn  inniiri  tod 
report  to  this  Home  what  amount  of  expanditon  hMMiB  t» 
properly  charged  to  the  approprlatkmof  July.  188S.  and  whtf 
amouot  of  expeoditore  hae  iMeii  improperljcbaiiM  te  Um^n 

{>ropriatioo  of  1838— which  appromiatioiM  were  for  euTTlil 
Dto  eilect  the  Cheroltee  treaty  of  u3&-*6:  and  itat  aid  ens- 
mitiee  have  power  to  eend  for  penona  ana  papws* 

Seyeral  resolutions  of  inquiry  were  then  pis- 
sented  and  adopted,  and 
The  Honse  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE^ 
^  MoNDAT,  February  13,  1843. 
Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  memorial  nmntroii- 
ly  signed  by  practical  engineers,  and  9,000  du'seis 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  complaining  of  iheopemtioiiof 
the  steamboat  law  of  1838,  and  pointing  out  its  d«» 
fects  as  regards  the  mode  of  inspecting  and  testiog 
steamboat  boilers.  Mr.  B.  said  the  memorial  vsf 
drawn  op  with  great  ability,  and  pointed  oat  tbs 
defects  of  that  law  in  a  clear  and  satisfactoiy  rnm- 
ner.  He  said  the  subject  was  then  before  the  other 
House;  and  the  motion  he  would  submit  in  relatioa 
to  the  memorial  there  would  have  been  ditoat 
if  he  did  not  know  that  the  subject  was  before  ihs 
other  branch  of  Congresa.    He  thcsffl^f^dlM 
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tbe  aemoiial  be  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on 
Commeroe,  «nd  be  printed.    Agreed  to. 

Mtf  0RAHAAi  presented  joint  resolntionsadopt- 
•d  by  the  Lei^islatare  of  North  Carolii^a,  declara* 
tory  of  the  right  of  that  body  to  instrnct  the  Sena- 
tors ffom  that  Slate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
8tales)  dienying  the  right  of  Congress  to  tax  or  to  gire 
pixMectioa  to  any  particular  interest;  declaring  that 
the  tariff  iaw  passed  at  tbe  last  session  of  Congress 
was  mijasty  aaequal,  oppressirely  bardensome  on 
all  other  braachea  of  indnstry,  for  the  purpoife 
of  giving  protection  to  the  manafactariog 
iatetest,  and,  as  sncb,  was  unconstitutional^ 
and  dangerooa  to  public  liberty;  and  recommending 
that  it  be  modified  and  brought  down  to 
a  rerenuc  standard;  and  resolutions  disapproving 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  in  favor  of  refunding  to 
Qeaeral  Jackson  tbe  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New 
Orleans  in  lil5;  and  affirming  that  tbe  veto  power, 
in  tbe  hands  of  the  Executive,  was  a  conservative 
mad  neoesMtry  power,  and  should  not  be  destroyed; 
wmd  iastmcting  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the 
Rapresentativee  from  that  Slate,  to  urge  tbe  adop- 
tioB  of  the  principles  of  those  resolutions.  The 
reaolations  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Q.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel 
Mabron,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States  army, 
praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr,  BVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Maine,  asking  that  the  fi^^bing  and 
hmber  interests  may  be  protected  by  the  Isjring 
of  a  bighar  rate  of  duties  than  was  impost d  by  the 
existing  tariff:  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Man- 
ttfoetvres. 

Mr.  STURQEON  presented  joint  resolutions 
adoplad  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
stroctiBg  the  Senators,  and  reques^ting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State,  to  use  their  influence  to 
procnre  ibe  passage  of  a  law  to  refund  to  General 
Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him  by  Jud^e  Hall 
of  New  Orleans,  in  18 IS.  Mr.  S.  expressed  much 
gratification  at  the  action  of  (he  Legislature  of  his 
State  upon  this  subject  The  resolutions  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHOATB  presented  a  memorial  from  tbe 
Beaton  M&rine  Scciety,  praying  the  adoption  of 
mearares  for  preventing  further  injury  to  the  har- 
bor of  Boston  from  tbe  washings  of  the  islands  in 
the  month  of  that  harbor:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  A.  B. 
duinb^t  on  the  subject  of  his  invention  for  the  pre- 
vention of  explosion  of  steam-boilers,  and  praying 
that  tiie,  experiments  authorized  to  test  the  inven- 
tions for  that  object  may  be  made  at  Washington, 
instead  of  New  Yoric:  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Na?al  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  merchants  of  Philadelphia  engaged  in 
tiM  importation  of  goods  from  (Germany,  praying 
that,  vliilst  Congress  is  fixmg  the  currency  value  of 
die  British  pound  sterling,  they  will  at  the 
same  time  establish  by  law  the  current  value  of 
German  coin  on  tbe  same  principles:  referred  to 
die  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  West- 
em  Pennsylvania,  representing  (and  there  was  no 
donbt  of  tbe  fact)  that  Pennsylvania  was  much 
enbarrasaed  by  her  exertions  in  tbe  cause  of  in- 
ternal improvements;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
lieving  her,  recommending  an  issue  of  stock  by 

,the  United  States,  based  on  the  credit  of  the  public 
lands»  and  secured  by  the  faiih  of  the  United  States. 

'f.     Also,  a  memorial  from  Pennsylvania  generally, 

'  and  one  from  citizens  residing  in  Chester  county  in 
that  State,  recommending  the  issue  of  $300,600,- 
000  of  stock  by  the  United  SUtes,  for  the  relief  of 
the  States;  which  were  referred  to  tbe  Committee 

I  on  Finance. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
city  and  oonntj  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  Mr. 
Kendall  may  be  restored  to  his  personal  liberty, 
and  that  he  may  be  also  remunerated  for  tbe  loss 
of  tinae  and  expenses  incurred  in  defending  him- 
self against  (he  snit  which  terminated  in  a  verdict 
for  damagee,  in  his  individual  capacity,  for  a 
fiuihfal  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  Postmas- 
ter Gtoeral:  reUrred  to  tbe  Committee  on  ClaiBs.  ^ 


Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  residing  on  the  line  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  ia  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  pro* 
posed  change  in  tbe  route  of  that  road:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Eliza  Rose,  widow 
of  Jacob  Rose,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  for  a 
pension:  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from  WU- 
liam  Williams,  captain  in  the  revolutionary  army 
of  the  United  States,/  for  commutation:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  fromMont- 
pelier,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  re* 
peal  of  the  bankrupt  law^  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  a  petition  from  283  citi- 
zens of  Lake  county,  Illinois,  and  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin  Territory,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route  from  Liberty  ville,  in  Lake  county,  Il- 
linois, by  way  of  F.  F.  Munson's  and  D.  C.  Bur- 
gess's, to  Burlington,  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin 
Territory;  which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
diagram,  and  the  letter  of  W.  F.  Sbepard,  E.  J. 
Simmons,  and  F.  F.  Moneon,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  petition  numerously 
signed  by  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  asking  Congress  to  in- 
terfere in  the  case  of  Mr.  Kendall,  and  to  restore 
him  to  personal  liberty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland,  praying  Con- 
gress to  purchase  and  make  free  one  of  the  bridges 
across  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  KERR  prcHsented  some  additional  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  Charles  Dawkins. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
sachems  and  counsellors  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe 
of  Indians,  residing  in  Wisconsin,  praying  for  in- 
demnity for  a  large  sum  of  money  which  was  ex- 
pended in  endeavoring  to  protect  their  rights  be- 
fore the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States:  retened 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Maxwell  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  directing  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  bis 
farm,  belonging  to  tbe  United  Stales,  to  be  sold — 
no  survey  of  it  having  been  yet  made:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Charles  Larabee  for  a 
pension. 

The  PRESIDBNT  ftro  iem.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Depaitment, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  9di  instant,  copies  of  General  Jack- 
son^ letter  to  that  department,  dated  Nashville  in 
1815,  and  copies  of  papers  transmitted  by  General 
Jackson,  signed  by  certain  general  officers,  justi- 
fying the  declaration  of  martial  law  at  New  Or- 
leans: laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  tbe 
rule: 

Reaoived^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
qaested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  commiasion, 
or  letter  of  Instnicdon,  which  may  lutre  been  given  to 
Daniel  Webater,  e«q.,  Secretary  of  State,  to  treat  with  Lord 
Aflhbnrton,  late  apedal  minister  fropi  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  baok,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  House  bills 
of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  A^  Winslow; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldrt)n;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  R^  Chandler. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  back,  wtthom  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  tbe  bill 
for  the  relier  of  John  Skirving. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Comnsittee  on  the  Diatriet 
of  Colnmbta,  reported,  inthont  amendment,  the 
biU  from  tbe  Hgaae  entftled  '^Aa  net  to  provide,  in 


certain  cases,  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estnta  of  to* 
fants  within  the  Distriot  of  CdnmbUu** 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  tbe  Comauttea  on  BTa* 
val  Affairs,  reported  advemely  to  the  paaette  of 
House  bill  672.  ^^ 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  back,  without  amandment»  and 
adversely  to  its  passage,  Hooae  bill  entitled  "Annct 
for  the  relief  of  W.  Barry,  widow  and  admiaistmr 
trix  of  Thomas  Barry."  Tbe  report  was  ordered 
to  be  primed. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign; 
Relations,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  thft 
bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph 
Clay,  late  secretary  of  legation  of  the  United 
States  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  praviow 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senata 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  tbe  joint 
resolution  ^directing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  United  States  in  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohl9 
Canal,  to  the  cities  of  Alexandria,  Geoigetowni  and 
Washington,  on  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  aaveral  verbal  amend* 
ments,  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  to  tlie  Seanio; 
and,  the  amendments  having  been  ooncarred  in, 

Mr.  ^ING  remarked  that  he  bad  not  had  time 
to  examine  the  amendments  which  had  been  aradt 
to  tbe  resolution.  He  desired,  therefore,  anoppor^ 
tunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MBRmCK  said  that  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  after  tbe  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en» 
grossed,  if  the  Senator  should  find  anything  objec- 
tionable in  it. 

The  reaolation  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DAYTON  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  tha 

settlement  of  tbe  accounts  of  William  N. ^ 

(name  not  heard})  which  was  read  twice,  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  YOUNG  rose  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  the  Senate  to  postpone 
all  the  previous  orders  of  tbe  day,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  taking  up  the  bankrupt  law.  He  did  thit^ 
agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  tbe  Legislature  of 
his  State  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  that  law<  Sen- 
ators would  all  agree  that  the  session  was  rapidlf 
passing  away;  and  if  action  was  not  had  speedfif 
on  the  subject,  the  law  conld  not  be  repealed  at 
all. 

Mr.  BERRtSN  thought  the  Senate  eouVd  hardly 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  a  biH  of  such  mag^ 
nitnde  upon  so  short  a  nottee.  It  was  his  pur- 
pose to  ask  the  Senate  to  fix  upon  some  day  suffi- 
ciently distant  to  enable  gentlemen  to  come  pre- 
pared to  entertain  the  subject  calmly,  considerately, 
and  underBtandingly. 

Mr.  YOUNG  observed  that  ereat  solicitude  was 
felt  by  many  of  the  States,  and  by  the  coinmnnitj 
at  large,  that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  this 
session.  He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
would  now  call  upon  the  Senate  to  fix  a  day,  or 
name  it  himself. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that,  in  the  ooorse  of  the 
present  day,  or  to-monow,  he  would  call  upon  the 
Senate  to  fix  a  day. 

•  

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  was  content  with  the  Sen- 
ator's declaration  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  be  bad  in- 
tended this  morning  to  speak  privately  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Judieiary  Committee,  [Mr,  Ban* 
Rnn,]  with  a  view  of  pointing  out  to  him  the 
impatience  felt  throughout  the  country  on  tbe  sub- 
ject. There  was  not  a  day  that  be  did  not  receive 
letters  of  pressing  inquiry— all  anxious  to  have  the 
matter  settled  before  it  is  too  late  to  expect  the 
action  of  Congress  this  session.  Could  not  the 
Senator  now  name  the  day— Thurrilay,  Friday,  or 
Saturday— or  even  Monday)  ,  Let  a  day  be  tx-- 
ed,  and  let  the  bill  foe  disposed  of.  For  his  partj  he  did 
not  see  why-  it  might  not  be  to-morrow,  for  be  wte 
certain  every  one  had  made  up  his  mind  already. 

Iff.  BERRIEN  would  prdbr  the  matter  to  be 
left  as  agreed  upon  between  himself  and  thnSen^ 
ator  from  lUiods. 
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RnUMOHAiAirB,  BGONOMT,  AND  GOV. 
BBmiBNT  RE60URCBS. 

nenMlMleu  introdaeed  on  Tuesday  list  by 
Mr.  tteUvMB,  OB  the  proprieiy  of  ftdopting  meas- 
ares  to  reTlve  eomraerce,  replenish  the  impov- 
erishid  «aaleqlier,  and  to  arrest  the  aceumalation 
of  paMie^Mt,  by  redheing  the  tariff  of  the  last  scs- 
aton  ID  a  rsfeino  standard,  and  by  praetisiiig  a  ri- 
fid  yHSM  of  fetfenehmen I,  economy,  and  aeeotinu 
ablKQr,  eame  npfor  oonsideration. 

Mr.  McDuFFlE  addressed  the  Senate  for 
about  two  hoars,  tradng  the  condition  of  the  conn- 
try  to  its  tnie  fomidation,  and  pointing  ont  the  ne- 
eessltj  of  ntrveing  those  steps  by  which  the  Gov- 
anmMt  Imd  been  led  astray,  thronth  anwise  and 
im^rovidtnt  legislation.  Mr.  McD.*s  speech  (of 
which  a  faH  report  is  in  preparation)  was  distin- 
guiahed  ibr  its  eloquence  and  comprebensiire  range 
of  policy.  Ha  took  a  bold  and  ancompromislng 
Ma&d  upon  the  three  main  propositions  of  his  resola- 
ttons:  that  the  present  distress  of  the  conntry  was 
due  to  the  system  which  had  overflowed  the  treasn- 

3 f  at  the  expense  of  commerce,  and  had  snperin- 
oced  a  state  of  things  which  necessarily  led  lo  an 
iniUted  ei^rrency,  enormoas  expansions  of  the  cnr- 
imicy,  extended  credits,  wild  tpeeniations,  disas- 
trons  disappointment,  and,  in  time,  consequent 
bank  ooBiractions,  revnlsions,  prostration,  and  rain. 
Biiher  hi  perfect  ignorance  of,  or  wilfully  blind  to, 
the  tme  aonroes  of  the  evils  which  exist,  a  tariff  bill 
had  been  passed  last  session,  the  sure  effects  of 
Whieh  have  been  the  decaying  and  crippled  state  of 
«M&meree»  which  rendered  it  utterly  incapable  of 
iMger  sustaining  the  Government. 

With  an  impoverished  and  exhausted  treasury, 
aad  a  Bational  debt  rapidly  accumulating,  ibe  Gov- 
ernment had  adopted  the  suicidal  policy  of  putiiug 
shackles  on  that  commerce  which  had  been  its  sole 
anpport  for  the  fif^  years  of  its  existence,  bad  ear- 
ned the  country  triumphantly  through  two  exhaust- 
teg  wan,  had  subsequently  paiJ  off  an  enormous 
national  debt,  and  then  been  forced  to  swell  the 
public  coffers  to  repletion,  ft  was  absurd  to  hope 
for  iny  relitf  for  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try firwn  attempts  to  regulate  the  currency  and  ex- 
afaanges.  Tbeae  were  things  which  would  best  reg- 
olale  themselves,  by  being  left  to  work  out  their 
own  enre.  Gentlemen,  to  relieve  the  country, 
fliMt  retrace  their  steps,  and  remove  from  com- 
mereethesha«kles  th«y  bad  so  unwisely  and  im- 
providently  impoeed  upon  it;  tbey  must  revise 
thdr  tariff  law,  and  bring  down  duties  to  a  reve- 
nue standard;  they  must  abandon  their  narrow- 
algh^d  policy  of  protecting  special  interests,  at  the 
eapenaa  of  oilier  interests  of  incalculably  more  im- 
•partaaee;  and  they  must  economize  and  retrench 
4h0  expenditures  of  the  Government. 

On  each  of  ihaee  points  Mr.  McD.  expatiated 
with  great  eloquence  and  ability;  susuioing  his 
views  by  arguments  no  less  cogent  and  statesman- 
like than  original. 

On  the  suggestion  by  Bfr.  EVANS,  the  resola- 
tions  were  passed  over  informally  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  previous  orders 
ofjthe  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up, 
as  te  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  entitled  '*Aa 
act  anthorixing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
lo  issue  to  the  heirs  of  Jehu  Campbell  a  patent  for 
the  remainder  of  a  private  land  claim  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin." 

Tbm  bdng  no  amendment  proposed,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grosMd  for  a  ddrd  reading. 

Mr.  KJBRR,  firom  the  Jodidary  Comtelttee,  re- 
ported back,  without  ameadoMnt,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
fbr  the  lelief  of  Gorham  A.  Worth,  one  of  the 
anreliae of  Sanrael  Bdmonda,  deceased'* 

On  notion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 

vkna  ofderi  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 

itnata  took  np  for  consideration  as  in  committee 

of  te  whole,  Hons^  bill  entitled  *«An  act  to  an- 

Ihviae  the  eatolaent  or  register  of  the  brig  Nneva 

Granndii**   There  being  no  amendment  proposed, 

the  bill  wif  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  according  to 
otdm^  fMd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  Franklin  Whit- 

mtfJtmi  leave  to  withdraw  his  petitiott  and  papers 

tnm  the  tUee  of  the  Senate. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  waa  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  William  Evans. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  preTious  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  Arom  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  W.  W.  Street;  which  was  consid- 
ered, reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  tioM, 
and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Census  returns^  and  Compendium 
of  the  Sixth  Census,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  reaiarks  by  Messra 
HENDERSON  and  KING  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  by  Mr.  TAPPAN  in  its  favor,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  t>e  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  tlie  prerious  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  Senate  bill  to  grant  a 
tract  of  land  to  Villeneuve  LeBlanc,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  benefit  derived  to  the  public  lands  from 
bis  services  to  damming  up  the  mouth  of  False 
river. 

Mr.  BARROW  and  Mr.  HSNUmSON  de- 
fended  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  services  render^ 
to  the  United  States.  They  stated  that  the  exer- 
tions of  this  individual  had  reclaiaied  to  the  United 
States  nearly  500,000  acres  of  land;  and  that,  not- 
withstanding his  exertions  were  to  benefit  his  own 
{>roperiy,  by  damming  this  river,  and  that  he  had  no 
cgal  claims  against  the  United  States,  yet  tbey 
thought  it  but  just  that  he  should  be  remunerated  ^ 
with  1,000  acres  of  the  land  reclaimed,  for  his* 
trouble  and  great  expense  in  making  the  dam 
which  had  reclaimed  it.* 

Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  KING  opposed  tbe 
passage  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
legal  claiin;  that  the  individual  had  performed  the 
work  for  his  own  private  benefit,  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States — without  regard  to  the 
benefit  or  injury  to  its  property;  and  the  principle 
involved  was  a  new  and  dangerous  one. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  rejected, 
on  yeas  and  nays— yeas  11,  nays  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  February  13, 1843. 

Mr.  FORNANCB  presented  tbe  petition  of  G^ 
Richards,  William  Yangezer,  and  19  others,  citi- 
zens of  Pottstown,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  for  the  distribution  of  |300,000,000 
national  stock. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  J.  C.  Slemmer,  J.  R.  Weeks, 
and  35  others,  citizens  of  Pottstown,  fif  ontgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  restore 
to  Amos  Kendall  his  personal  liberty,  and  remu- 
nerate him  for  the  loss  sustained  by  seteral  suits 
recently  brought  against  him. 

Mr.  CHARLES  A.  FLOYD  presented  a  peti- 
tion that  Greenport,  in  the  county  of  Suflblk,  New 
York,  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  petition 
of  James  B.  Estis,  of  Iowa  county.  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  remuneration  for 
property  destroyed  and  services  rendered  the  United 
States  during  the  war  with  the  Sac  Indians,  in  the 
year  1833. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  the  petitions  of  Susanna 
Vinton,  Polly  Chase,  Elizabeth  Hall,  Submit 
Roberts,  Isabel  Bogbee,  Mary  Wood,  Marcy 
Bemis,  and  Lydia  Sanders,  praying  to  t>e  placed  on 
the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  presented  the  meoMrial  of  103 
farmers  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  ariring  Con- 
gress to  equalize  the  tarilT,  and  in  jmt  refeienoe  to 
their  staples  of  wool  and  bides. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  63  farmers  of  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  on  tbe  same  tut>ject. 

Also,  the  meoMtial  of  35  ftramrs  of  Golunbiana 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  same  subject 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  IN0ER8OLL  presented  the 
reaohitiotta  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  re(;andteg  to  General' Jackson 
die  fine  iMpoeed  on  him  by  Jodga  HaU  in  ldl6$ 


which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  oiteed  to  !• 
printed. 

Mr.  MOORE  roae  and  aaid  he  wis  nhoat  to 
move  a  resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  meet  wiih 
the  concurrence  of  his  brother  Whigs  of  the  Boun. 
It  was,  that  tbe  House  resolve  Haelf  Into  Oomiait* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  pmwridii| 
with  the  resolution  on  the  Mbject  of  Cmerai  Jaek« 
son*s  fine. 

Mr.  READ  rose  to  a  qnettion  of  ofder.  1^  the 
93d  rule,  this  was  one  of  the  days  assigned  fit  the 
reception  of  resolutions  from  tbe  several  States, 
without  debate;  and  he  called  upon  thie'  Speaker  to 
enforce  that  rule.  He  had  business  of  impoitaiee 
belonging  to  his  State,  which  he  had  for  a  long  tilM 
been  watting  in  Tsin  to  present. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  If  this  was  not  the  day  as- 
signed for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commercial  treaties.  Introduced  by  the  gea- 
tieman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Konmrr.] 

The  SPEAKER  infbrnsed  the  gentleman  froft 
Pennsylvania  that  he  was  right  in  the  conemedoa 
he  had  gfven  to  the  rule;  but  the  bill  reported  l^the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  been  made  the  sp»> 
cial  order  for  today,  and  could  not  he  aer aside  bit 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  READ  appealed  from  the  deoision  of  the 
Chair.  He  made  this  appeal  for  the  ptvpose  of  be- 
ins;  heard  once  in  the  course  of  the  eestton.  He 
had  not,  since  he  had  been  here,  been  able  togetthe 
floor  for  five  minutes. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that  the  appeal  was  not 
debatable,  and  put  the  question  to  the  Hoiuei  whieh 
was  decided  by  sustaining  the  decision. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  honed  that,  bv  general  consent, 
tbe  House  would,  t>erore  proceedii^  to  the  regular 
order,  take  up  and  refer  the  bills  fhna  the  Sraaie; 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  following  were  severally 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  commiHeo: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  WOtttai 
Fisher. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  romes,  aiid  for  the  prevention 
of  frauds  on  the  Post  Office;  and 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi. 

DOMESTIC  HEMP. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House,  wiA  the 
amendments  cf  tbe  Senate  thereto,  to  eslabhsh  sgea- 
cies  for  the  purchase  of  American  water-rtxied 
hemp,  was  taken  up;  the  question  being  on  tbe 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  

The  amendments  being  read,  Mr.  SMITH  of 
Virginia  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  aiaead' 
meats  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  ia 
the  negative— yeas  69,  nays  136. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  ^eved  the  pieviouf 
question,  and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House;  aad 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  eoncurred  la. 

COMET  AND  ENCOMIUM. 

Tbe  House  thentook  up  the  bill  for  tbe  rsKef  of 
William  Selden,  Tkeasnrer  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  aiaendBMat  ef 
the  Senate.  This  bill  was  originally  enthled^A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  to  indeaMities  ^^ 
ceived  from  the  British  Government  for  the  less  of 
slaves  from  on  board  the  Comet  and  Bncominnat 
Nassau,  Bahamas.'* 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  the  previotis  qneslioB, 
which  was  sustained;  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  oe 
the  table  was  negatived,  and  the  Skenale^  amend- 
ment wasconcnrred  in. 

Mr.  GIDDING8  moved  a  reponsideratioa  of  ihs 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  coneutfed  ii, 
for  the  purpose  of  ofiering  some  obeaValftons  tat* 
on.  He  then  proceeded  with  some  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  bill.   <  , 

Mr.  GIDDINGS^S  hour  having  expiind—  ' 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed  that  the  genfisMa 
from  Ohio,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  aa  this 
bill,  had  made  alltuioa  to  himself,  among  oihasb 
when  speaking  of  the  resolutioa  In  esnsaquease  of 
which  the  vote  casting  censure  on  Um  «rae  ptsRd; 
and  be  had  not  only  travelled  out  of  dM  issue  in- 
volved in  it,  but,  throughout  the  whole  of  Mi  re- 
marks, had  indulged  in  that  exaggeration  ef  In- 
guagb  which  was  to  be  aaticipatsd  firom  a  peisoa 
whose  mind  was  governed  by  tUs  one  idsa,  aad 
was,  therefore,  incapable  of  enteriag  Into  the  ek- 
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aataM  of  tbe  qMMimi  before  tbe  House.  Wtet 
was  thai  qaestionl  A  bill  had  passed  this  House 
Hof  Ilia  l^ajpose  of  paying  to  eertain  diiaoas  of  the 
Uaiied  Staise  a  sacs  of  money  t  lyiofin  ihe  ireasarf « 
to  w^ieh  ih^  were  josOy  euuUed.  That  bill  hariaf 
been  anMnaed  in  the  Senate,  eame.  baok  to  the 
Hoaae  in  the  ordinary  conise  of  bnsiness;  andiiav- 
ingyjn  like  nyoiBer*  been  referred  to  the  Conunil* 
tea  of  Ways  aad  M^ans*  it  was  reported  back,  as 
mwended,  lo  the  House.  Bieeptioa  was  then 
raised  lo  the  bill  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
loak  the  groaad,  thai  whoever  voted  for  it  woald  be 
gaOty  of  a  violation  of  iha  Ck>astitaiion,  and  of 
asrnlity  in  submitting  to  the  dietaiion  of  the  Sonth. 
He  aenied  the  eomciness  of  the  ground  thas  as* 
a«aMd  \S3  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  If  they  went 
behind  the  billi  what  was  the  state  of  the  ease  pre* 
aanied  to  ihaml  Gtftain  citizens  of  the  United 
Btmsseon^ilained  that  injury  had  been  done  them 
byafaiaign  GtoTemmenu  What  happened  next) 
The  Bxaentm.  under  that  ooB»plaint,  proceeded 
to  do  what  bad  been  done  in  all  cases  whsre 
oar  aitiaeas  had  coaaplained  of  wrongs  done 
tham  by  a  foreign  Gtovemmont,  and  ordered  the 
miaiBler  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
St.  James  to  lay  the  comp^t  before  that  court, 
and  to  demand  redress,  upon  receiTinga  stale- 
laant  of  the  case  from  our  minister,  tbe.  iihtiih 
OowemsMnt  admitted  that  our  citizens  had  been 
injured,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  redress^  and, 
tbmtbre,  withoat  the  formality  of  a  ueaty,  but 
upon  the  admisoon  of  the  manifest  wrong  tibat  was 
dona,  ihay  paid  the  amount  of  indemnity  into  our 
traasnry.  These  were  the  inconleeuble  facts  of 
Iba  case.  The  British  Oovernmeni  having  thus 
paid  the  indeoani^  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Stales,  this  bill  proposed  lo  divide  it  among  the 
daimanls.  Now  what  did  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  QiDDwas]  propose?  That  we  shall 
throw  this  money  back  to  the  British  Govern  mentt 
Did  the  gentleman  propose  ihat  this  Government 
ahould  he  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trusi,*^nd  embezzle 
tbe  money  thus  placed  in  its  hands?  He  assumed 
that,  if  the  United  Stales  completed  the  faithful  ex- 
aonlion  of  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  them,  by  pay- 
ing this  money  over  to  the  complainants,  and  for 
wUah  the  Government  is  responsible  in  honor,  that 
it  would  be  a  fraud.  Now  he,  (Mr.  C.,)  on  the 
contrary,  contended  lhat  it  would  amouDt  to  a 
Drand  or  embezzlement,  if  the  Government  refused 
to  pay  it  over.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  said 
ibat  the  original  assertion  of  the  claim  for  indemni- 
ty was  in  violation  of  the  Constitution;  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive bad  no  right  to  make  this  claim  on  the 
British  Government,  and  therefore  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass.  He  denied  the  consequence.  If  the 
British  Gktvemment  paid  this  money  into  tbe  trees- 
nrj  of  tbe  United  Ststes,  without  having  tbe  power 
to  eafores  the  demand,  still  it  was  its  duty  to  pay  it 
over  to  those  entitled  to  it. 


objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
this  hill  were  two;  and  consisted,  first,  in  tbe  asser- 
tion of  thf  I  gentleman  that  there  could  be  no  prop- 
erly  of  person  in  person  by  tbe  laws  of  nature;  that 
iboae  parsoas  in  the  liberation  of  whom  tbe  injury 
was'committed,  were  not  slaves,  but  freemen;  and 
tbnt»  therefore,  money  should  not  be  paid  for  ihf  m. 
Now,  upon  the  question  of  property,  the  gentleman 
was  argning  not  what  was  law — ^not  what  was  mn- 
niaipal  law,  or  the  laws  of  nations;  but  what 
8b(»ald,  in  his  abstract  notions,  be  law.  Tbey  bad, 
however,  nothing  to  do  with  the  gentleman'5  ab- 
Biraot  theories,  but  were  dealing  with  fixed  and  es- 
tablished laws,  and  their  duties  under  them.  Here 
was  the  case  of  certain  shives  set  free  by  tbe  pro- 
vincial authorities  of  the  island  of  New  Providence; 
for  which  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States,  in 
behalf  of  its  citizens,  demanded  indemnify.  What 
did  tbe  British  Government  say  to  that  demand? 
Tbat  €k)vemmenl  was  at  the  time  an  abolition 
<iorefamant«  raled  by  an  abolition  ministry,  with 
as  abolitloD  Parliament,  whicb  bad  recently  enacted 
alaw  Ibr  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British  col- 
onies. It  would,  therefore,  naturally  have  been 
cjcpecied  that  the  answer  would  have  been  in  ac- 
eoMance  with  lbs  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
OIho.  The  answer  did  not  come  from  an  anti- 
nboUiioii  Ocverntnent;  it  did  not  come  from  one 
U  oH.Sonlbtrn  Slaiasy  where  slavery  is  recsfp  | 


a  part  of  their  iastttutions;  but  it  came 
freim  an  abolilioB  Gavemmeni  with  an  abolition 
miuisliy,  and  at  tha  highest  possible  period  of  ab- 
olition ezcitemenu  What  was  that  answer?  It 
was,  so  far  as  tbe  Comet  .and  Encomium  were 
concerned,  lhat  the  authorities,  of  Nassau  had 
oonunitted  a  violation,  not  only  of  munici- 
pal law,  but  of  the  laws  of  nations;  and 
mat  they  would  treat  the  claimants  to  indem- 
nity in  the  same  way  that  they  treated  the 
owners  of  slaves  in  the  island  of  New  Proridance 
when  they  abolished  slavery  in  it,  viz:  if  the  bond 
between  master  and  slave  was  to  be  abolished,  the 
consideration  i^as  to  be  paid  by  the  Government. 
Upon  this  principle,  the  money  was  paid  over  by 
the  British  Government  to  ours.  '  There  was  a  per- 
fect aaswer  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  While  they  n^de  this  answer  in  relation  to 
the  slaves  that  were  bberalsd  from  the  Baoomium 
and  Comet,  ihey  canw  to  a  different  decision  in 
regard  to  those^ves  who  were  on  board  the  En- 
terprise. In  the  latter  case,  they  decided  that,  as 
the  act  of  Farliamant  limancipating  the  slaves  in 
the  British  islands  was  passed  prior  to  the  libera<i 
lion  of  the  slaves  in  the  vessel  last  aamed,  they 
would  not  p^  for  them. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  tendency  of  the 
argaments  of  the  gentleman  fh)m  Ohio,  at  some 
length;  aad  to  prolyl  and  remonstrate  against  them, 
as  ineompalible  with  the  union  of  these  States; 
and  concluded  by  stating  that  he  should  vote  against 
be  reconsideraiiaa. 

Bir.  AHNOLD  said  this  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  enter  on  this  diseossion;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  question  of  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STANLY  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  withdraw  it,  to  permit  him  to  make 
a  few  observations;  which  being  assented  to,  he 
entered  into  some  explaaation. 

Mr.  WEIXBR  also  made  an  explanatory  state- 
ment, mainly  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  had 
been  made  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  GiDDrMos,]  to  the 
effect,  thauhe  was  cut  off  from  a  defence  of  him- 
self, when  the  resolutions  of  censure  were  passed 
at  the  last  session,  by  the  previous  question  being 
moved  by^  his  collesgue,  (himself.)  Now,  he 
(Mr.  WxLLBa)  appealed  to  tbe  recollection  of  the 
House,  whether  he  did  not  ofifer  to  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  if  his  colleague 
would  say  that  he  wished  to  be  beard  in  his  de- 
fence. 

After  a  few  words  from  liessrs.  ¥n8B, 
ADAhiS,  GIDDINGS,  ABNOLD,  and  BR1(}K38, 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, by  a  vote  of  yeas  140,  to  nays  38,  as  follows: 

TBAa— Mmws.  AUen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrincum, 
Athenon.  Ajuigf .  Bat)cock,  Btfoaid,  Bwton,  Boeion,  BidUek, 
Black,  nisir,  Boftraouo,  Botts.  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Asron 
V.  Blown,  MiKon  Arown,  Cnsries  Brown,  Jersmkh  Brown, 
BqcIm,  WllUun  O.  Budsr,  Graen  W.  CaldwelL  Patrick  C. 
CaldwelL  John  CamplMlL  WiUiam  B.  Campt>ell,  Thomas  J. 
CamptMU,  Gary,  Caser,  Ohilds,  John  C.  Clark,  Cliffbid,  Clin* 
too,  Colas,  Ctenslon,  Crawford,  Cosldng/^Daniel,  Rieliard  D. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doao.  Doig,  BastnuuLjohn 
Sdwarda,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris.  Fillmore,  John  Q.  Floyd, 
Clkarlee  A.  Floyd.  Fbmance,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  WiUiam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green, 
Gustine,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  nouck,  Houston, 
Hnnt,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Care 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Kelm,  John  P.  Ken- 
nedy. Littleflek),  Lowell,  Abraham  If  cClellan,  iEU>bert  McClel. 
lao,  McKay,  BfoKeon,  Mallory,  Bfarchand,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Bamson  Muon,  Matbtot,  Mathewa,  MediU,  Meriwether.  Miller, 
MIteheH,  MoorOi  Morris,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Parmen- 
ter,  ftrtridge,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Pioroer,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit, 
llayner,  Rencber,  Reynolds,  Rigga,  Rodnev.  Rogers,  Sanford, 
Saunders,  Bewell,  Sbepperd,  ^/loiliam  Smith,  Snyder,  Bprigg, 


Stanly,  Steeorod,  Jobii  T.  BUwrt,  Bweoey,  Taliaferro, 


and  John  Toang~140. 
NATS— Biessrs.  Adams,  8.  J.    Andrews,  Bakec,  Birdseye, 

Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronsoo,  Bameli,  Calhoun,  Chittenden, 
Statey  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Fessenden,  Giddings, 
Granfer,  Hall,  Halsled,  Henry,  Hudson,  Linn,  McKennan,  Mat- 
tocks, MoTfUi,  Ramsey,  Bei^jamin  Randall,  Riiigway,  Wil- 
liam Russell,  James  H.  Russell,  Blade.  Truman  Smith, 
Siokely,  Van  Rensselaer,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop. 
and  Aufiitas  Yoonc— 3B. 

PERSONAL  PRIVILBGB. 

Mr.  OIDDINQS  said  he  reee  to  a  privileged 

qaastioa.    Ha  prreeeded  to  stale  his  grievanee  to 

the  Hooas)  bat  the  fifsi  ^ti  of  his  remsrks  were 

impeiftetly  heard,  owiag  to  the  gatberisg  of  mem- 

bets  m  that  part  of  tha  hall.    He  was  nnderstood 

to  sagr,  that  as  he  was  staadiag  in  the  aisle  this 

ttonik^ilg,  PawaoM  af  Lwiiiaaa  ca»a  by  him 


and  poshed  htm  aside.*  Therenpon,  he  tarned 
roand  to  Mr.  Dawsow,  and  asked  hte  If  ha  aialnt 
to  insalt  htm;  to  whieh  Mr.  D.  rspUed,  «*Va8»'sir/'^ 
Now,  he  wished  to  raise  the  qoestioa,  whslhei^ 
flMmber  was  free  to  insalt  another  for  reaaailcb 
made  in  the  Hoase,  in  theexessise  Of  hisprtvils||sa 
as  a  member  and  a  freemaa.  Ho^had  no  feaia 
ofhis  person,  bat  the  Holse  aright  prataet  Its  own 
dignity;  and  he  laid  the  fact  before  it,  for  saoh  a^' 
tioB  as  it  might  see  fit  to  make. 

The  SPBAKBR  ob^rved  that  he  had  witnessed 
ao  sadk  oeeaneaoe  as  that  related  \ff  tha  gentle- 
■lan  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddimos,]  or  he  should  have 
preaerved  the  order  of  the  Honsa. 

Mr*  QIDDINGS  said  ha  did  not  intend  to  oast 
any  reAsalioa  on  the  Speaker.    , 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  roae  and  said  ha 
wished  the  Hoase  and  the  eoaairy  totahaaotiae 
that  this  matter  was  broaght  ap  here  by  the  maMh* 
her  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  QioDuras,]  la  <Jbs  vkmm  ^ 
Gm.  Dawsoh. 

Several  members:  Let  the  matter  drop. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  that  part  of  the  manual,  or  rales  appoiatid'* 
for  the  goverameni  of  the  Hoase,  whieh  related 
to  the  personal  privileges  of  memb^s.  He 
wished  gentlemen  to  nndefstaad  ihaur  rights  oa  that 
floor. 

filr.  TURNBY  rose  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 

Mr.  WISB  said  he  woald  remark,  Inparfeot 
good  temper,  that  he  had  no  doobt  the  caatiemaa: 
from  Loaisiana  XMr.  Dawsom]  was  pasnagap  the 
aisle,  whea  he  found  the  geatlaSMii  froofrOhio 
[Mr.  Giomaos]  ia  his  way.  The  aisles,  as  geatle- 
mea  knew,  were  very  narrow;  and  nothing  was 
more  common  than  for  members  to  geaUy  posh  each 
other  aside,  in  order  to  pass  akmg.  Bnt  for  Ihe 
fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  laraad  round  to 
the  gentlemaa  from  Louisiana,  aad  peremptorily 
asked  him  whether  he  meant  to  insalt  him,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  bad  no  doubt  that  nothing  would  have  hap- 
pened.  He  had  no  feeling  whatever  against  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  more  gentlemanly  man  In  the  House 
than  the  gentleman  from  Leuisiaaa.  Nobody 
would  have  heard  of  the  ooeurreaee  betwem  ibe 
two  gentlemen,  had  not  the  geatleama  from  OhAo 
brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Hoase.  Be  sugitest* 
ed  to  the  gentleman  from  Msawchasetis  [Mr.  Cal* 
Bona]  not  to  insist  on  his  call  for  tbe  reading  of  the 
maaaal,  and  that  the  matter  be  penaitled  to  pass 
by  ia  good  feeliaf  • 

Mr.  GIDDINGMI  said  he  had  no  desire  lo  occu- 
py the  time  of  the  Honse.  He  disclaimed  any 
personal  feeling  or  anxiety  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  insisted  on  the  reading  of 
the  manoal  on  the  subject  of  the  privilege  of 
members. 

Mr.  MOORR  rose  to  make  a  statement  of  what 
had  occurred,  according  to  his  observation.  His 
colleague,  when  tbe  occurrence  related  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  happened,  was  in  the  best  possi- 
ble humor,  and,  he  was  sure,  intended  no  insult  In 
pushing  the  gentleman  from  Obio  aside,  in  order  to 
pass  along  tbe  narrow  atsle. 

Mr.  MALLORY  also  stated  to  tbe  Honse  his 
recollection  of  what  occurred.  The  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Dawson]  was  coming  down  the 
aisle.  He  (Mr.  M)  saw  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana touch  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr  Gio- 
maos,]  but  not  so  as  to  mo?e  him.  He  was  satis- 
fied lhat  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  was  going 
along  about  his  bnsiness  in  a  good  humor,  and 
would  not  have  njsde  a  rude  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Oiiio,  had  not  that  gentlemaa  extorted  it  from 
him  by  bis  question. 

Mr.  WISB  said  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
gave  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  geatfest  push 
imsgiaable. 

Mr.  ADAMa  I  take  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it 
was  not  an  attempt  to  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear. 

Mr.  GiODINOS  said  be  had  no  personal  wishes 
in  this  matter.  He  would  not  have  said  what  he 
(iid,  had  not  the  genUeaian  from  Loui^ana  an- 
swered that  he  intended  to  insult  him. 

Mr.  WiSB.  But  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
did  not  say  so  until  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  %x* 
torlad  Ihe  declaration  from  him. 

Haia  the  oiatter  dn^ped. 
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mem  of  tbe  Sargeon  Gt»er»l,  whil^  he  was  to 

hAve  Um  Sorgeon  Gkneral  aod  the  army  under  his 

eootroL    It  was  makiog  a  oew  bureao,  at  the  bead 

of  which  Mr.  EUpy  was  to  be  placed.    And  tbas^ 

by  a  side  movement,  or  indirect  beginning,  that 

which  oonid  not  be  attempted  openly,  was  effected. 

The  foundation  was  laid  for  this  new  bureaa;  and 

now  the  stroctore  was  about  to  be  raised.    It  was 

not  to  stop  at  this  |3,000.    After  the  thing  is  made 

fastk  there  will  be  a  regular  establishment.    He 

would  read  the  report  of  the  ^furgeon  G^nerAt 

,  (Here  Mr.  ,B.  re^d  the  report,  stating  that  Mr« 

Sspy  had  dbiie  no  service    for  his  department, 

either  as  clerk  or  otherwise,  since  his  appointment; 

and   that  there  was  no  oceasioo  in  the  department 

for  his  services.] 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  Sargeon  Gkneral 
was  foUy  competent  to  have  the  necessary  obser- 
vaticas  made  and  collected,  and  that  the  service 
would  be  effeetaally  done  if  this  appropriation 
was  never  made^  It  was  not  necessary  to  create  a 
new  bureau  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  scientific 
conrespondisnce  with  all  the  world.  If  already, 
Within  less  than  a  year,  it  had  grown  up  (as  gentle- 
pitn  aver];ed)  to  1,500  correspondents,  it  would  very 
Hbortly  re(|nire  several  clerks  to  do  nothing  else 
but  frank  letters.  There  was  no  knowing  where 
the  expense  was  to  end% 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  any  posipOSvai^ot  of 
the  bill  on  the  supposition  that  the  report  of  the 
Sorgeoa  General  was  necessary.  The  Committee 
on  Finance  was  aware  of  itj  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sonri  had  it  before  him.  All  that  could  be  known 
from  delay  was  already  known. 

Mr.  BENTON  contended  that  it  was  improper 
to  make  this  amendment,  every  way  it  could  be  con- 
sidered. The  House  of  Representatives  had  left 
6nt  the  appropriation,  having  a  fill  knowledge 
not' only  of  the  Sargeon  General»8  report,  but  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
whose  letter  to  the  Committee  of  W>y?  and 
Means  is  dated  so  far  back  as  13th  /annary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that,  in  what  he 
had  t9  say  upon  this  subject,  he  certainly  did  not 
mean  to  make  any  insinuation  against  the  Surgeon 
General.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance 
Irith  that  gentleman;  and  he  believed  a  more  wor- 
thy and  respectable  man  did  not  exist.  Mr.  Espy, 
jik^  all  others  who  htd  made  discoveries  of  any 
importance,  had  been  assailed  by  ridicule;  and 
probably  the  zeal  which  enabled  men  to  make  im- 
portant discoveries,  always  carried  them  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prudence.  This  had  been  Mr.  Espy'B 
fate  in  the  beginning;  bat  his  mind  was  now  ma- 
tured. And  he  (Mr.  B.)  believed  with  the  Senator 
lirom  Mississippi,  that  in  his  particular  branch 
of  science,  he  was  exceeded  by  no  man  liviDE: 
SQch  was  the  opinion  entertained  of  him  by  the 
most  enlightened  foreigners. 

The  great  objection  seemed  to  be,  that,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment,  a  new  bureaa  would 
be  created.  But  would  this  be  the  easel  What 
Htcts  had  they  before  them  to  warrant  such  an  in- 
ference) Directly  the  reverse  seemed  to  be  the 
ea'e.  Mr.  Espy  was  to  be  attached  to  the  office 
of  the  Sargeon  General.  He  was  to  act  nnder  his 
aathority  and  direction;  and  to  receive,  as  com- 
pensation, f3,000  per  annum.  Would  that  be  the 
establishment  o(  a  new  bureaa,  any  more  than 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  clerk  in  any  de- 
partmcat  of  the  Government?  He  coakl  not  see 
by  what  possibility  anew  bureau  was  to  grow  out 
of  it. 

Bat  what  was  the  object  of  the  propositieni  He 
desired  to  bring  it  distinctly  before  the  Senate.  In 
Aogust,  1839;  aa  appropriation  was  made  (of 
which  he  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time)  for  pro- 
curihg  meteorological  observations,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Sorgeon  General,  who  appointed 
Mr.  Espy  to  the  performance  of  that  duty;  and,  af- 
ter he  bieid  been  most  advantageously  engaged  upon 
it  for  a  great  length  of  time,  it  was  now  proposed 
to  eat  him  down,  by  legislation.  Did  it  not  seem 
very  invidious  to  aim  at  that  gentleman,  and  him 
aloael  Had  he  done  anything  to  merit  such  treat- 
mentt  If  jt  were  deemed  proper  to  make  these 
observations  at  all,  at  the  different  military  posts, 
ihere  ooght  to  be  some  gentleman  of  scientific  ac- 


quirements to  generalize  tbem;  for  the  mutt  naked 
observations  would  be  of  little  avail. 

The  Senator  from  Missoari  [Mr.  Linn]  had 
just  put  into  his  hands  a  book,  which  showed  the 
estimation  in  which  Mr.  Espy  wa^  held  by  the 
most  scientific  body  in  the  world— he  meant  the 
French  Institution  of  Natural  Science. 

Mr.  BucBANAN,  having  ^ead  a  passage  from 
the  work  referred  to,  remarked,  that  the  case  could 
be  summed  ap  in  few  words.  Congress  had  already, 
by  a  law,  made  an  appropriation  for  the  parpose  of 
employing  sach  an  agent  ss  Mr.  Espy;  and  he 
had  been  employed;  not  is  the  head  of  a  bureau, 
but  as  a  subordinate  in  the  office  of  tne  Surgeon 
General,  where  he  had  rendered  eminent  service 
to  the  cause  of  science;  and  the  question  was  now, 
whether  they  would,  by  refusing  to  adopt  this  propo- 
8ition,.drive  that  gentleman  from  the  pursait  in 
which  he  had  been  engagej  so  mnch  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  military  and  the  naval  service,  and  to 
the  enlightenment  of  all  mankind.  For  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  conscieniiously  do  that,  by  legis- 
lation, which  would  operate  as  a  sort  of  personal 
attack  upon  this  gentleman,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  better  qualified  than  any  other  man  for  this  im- 
portant service. 

The  debate  was  continued  bV  Messrs.  WALKER, 
CALHOUN,  BEll^TON,  TAPPAN,  and  EVANS; 
and  then  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
meni,  auJ  deci(ie()  ia  the  affirmative^yeas  38,  nays 
13. 

The  other  amendments  were  also  adopted. 

Mr.  MILLER,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  proviso  regulating  the  appoint* 
ment  of  cadets  for  West  Point  Academy,  in  which 
it  wajs,  in  future,  to  be  by  apportlonnient  to  con- 
gressional districts,  giving  each  member  of  the 
House  a  right  of  nomination.  It  was  limited  to 
the  naihber  of  Representatives  and  Delegates. 
He  moved  an  amehdment,  allowing  one  nomlna- 
'  UOD  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  was  agree4  to. 

Mr.  KING  pointed  oat  a  difficulty  that  might 
4irise  from  the  reduction  to  the  number  of  mem- 
bers t^  the  new  apportionment,  [966  ]  Hereto- 
fore, although  the  Secretary  of  War  had  the  pow- 
er of  making  the  nominations,  a  practice  had 
grown  up  of  allowing  each  member  of  Congress 
in  turn  to  make  a  recommendation  from  his  dis- 
tricts But  there  were  some  appointments  made  by 
the  Secretary  himself,  without  reference  to  locality; 
which  enabled  him  to  appoint  the  sons  of  military 
officers— a  privilege  so  proper  and  necessary,  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  point,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  an  addition  of  ten  cadets  for  that  pur- 
pose might  be  made;  and  the  bill  was  so  amended, 
as  that  the  number  of  cadets  will  be  one  for  each 
congressional  district,  and  ten  on  general  appoint- 
ment by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  CONRAD  moved  an  amendment  to  appro- 
p.riate  1 10,000  for  removing  obstructions  from  the 
mouth  of  th^  Red  river.  He  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  action  on  this  subject;  as,  if 
something  were  not  speedily  done,  the  channel  of 
that  river  would  be  changed  into  the  Achafalaya, 
and  the  course  of  the  river  thrown  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  ' 

Mr.  EVAN3  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
be  allowed  on  this  bill.  There  was  a  Injl  before 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  to 
which  it  could  more  properly  be  attached. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  subseqnently 
it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDiT,  February  10, 1843. 
Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
held  at  the  ooort-hoase  in  Unioaiowa»  on  the  4th 
February  inst;  and  alsp,  the  memorial  of  Andrew 


Stewart,  George  Biasoti,  Diniel  BiAck,  esqfrt,  and 
two  hondred  and  thirty-seven  others,  in  wbiek  fk/t 
respectfally  request  the  Congress  of  the  tWnl 
States  to  aothorize  the  issue  of  two  nullioasfll 
3  per  cent,  stock  to  be  divided  among  the  SttfeL 
for  the  payment  of  which  the  pahlie  lands  and 
their  proceeds  to  be  speeifieally  pledged:  refemd 
to  the  special  committee  on  that  anbleet. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  memenalsf 
the  Legislature  of  Aiissoari,  in  refareaea  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregoni  referred  lo  the  Commitiee  oa* 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  READ  of  Pennsylvania  presefiiMl  a  resMi' 
atrance;  signed  by  sundry  dtizeaa  of  Bndftnl 
county,  Pennsylvania,  against  the  repeal  of  tte 
bankrupt  law:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MEDILL  presented  the  petition  of  Waj 
Wheatley,  clerk  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  disuw 
of  Columbia,  praying  the  allowance  of  compeam* 
tion  for  certain  services  rendered  to  the  institotka. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  H.  WILLUMS  moved  a  reeoa.. 
sideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  joint  resdatioa 
of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee  trea^, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  a^ 
withoat  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  e&lc^ 
ed,  and  patsed  over  by  general  oonseitt^ 

Mr.  LINN  moved  a  retonsideration  of  the  toM 
by  which  the  proposition  of  the  CommittM  U 
Claims  to  employ  a  clerk  was  negatived;  and  da- 
sired  the  motion  to  be  entered. 

Mr.   CAVE  JOHNSOU  insisted  orpoa  tsUiig 
the  question  of  reconsideration  notf. 
Mr.  LINN  withdrew  his  motion. 

GEN.  JACKSON^  FINE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  ne^  bnsinsn 
in  order  to  be  the  resolation  for  refunding  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  at  New  QrlcfaB|by 
Judge  Hall  in  1815. 

Mr.  pAWSO]^,  who  was  entlded  to  the  /kwr, 
commenced  addressing  the  House  on  tlos  subject;, 
but  had  spoken  but  a  few  words,  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  and  objected,  that  the  lal- 
ject  on  which  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the 
House  was  not  in  droef. 

The  SPEAKER  said  thatfe^iftsof  cbUmitfees 
were  in  order;  but  believing  that  all  the  tana^ 
tees  had  reported,  he  had  allowed  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  [Ifr.  Dawsoh]  to  commence  hit 
remarks  on  the  next  business  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insisted  that  the  strict  order 
of  business  be  observed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  VirginU  asked  if  it  was  lot 
too  late  te  interrapt  the  gentleman  from  LouisiaBa, 
after  he  had  commenced  his  remarks,  and  beea 
recognised  by  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Lou» 
iana  had  been  permitted  to  proceed  by  coanesjTi 
on  the  supposition  that  there  were  no  reports  of 
committees  to  make.  As  the  regalar  order  of  bu- 
siness was  insisted  on,  the  Chair  must  obeerve  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  privileged  qoestioB, 
and  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  refernag 
the  bill  for  the  occupation  a^id  settlement  of  Ore* 
goU)  reported  by  the  Select  Committee  to  the  Gobi* 
mittee  of  the  Whote  House.  As  the  bUl  oa  the 
same'  subject,  which  came  from  the  Senate,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rdations,  he 
thought  this  bill  should  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee.  It  was,  therefore,  that  be  now  mtved 
that  the  vote  on  the  reference  to  the  CoHuaittee  of 
the  Whole  be  reconsidered.  Mr.  B.  eonoladedby 
moving  the  previous  qoestion,  under  the  operaiioa 
of  which  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  car- 
ried—ayes 88,  noes  50- 

On.  motion  by  Mr.  EVERETT,  and  nnder  tbs 
operation  of  the  previous  qoestion,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  RelaiioBi. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  called  for  reports  of 
committees. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  saspend  the  bastaesi 
of  the  morning  hour,  in  order  to  allow  Mr*  Daw- 
son to  proceed  with  his  remarks  on  the  resokiisa 
to  refund  General  Jackson's  fine;  bat,  on  pottiic 
the  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE  from  the  Con* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  report  of  the  Sae- 
retary  of  the  Treasary  in  relation  to  the  twsNa 
million  loan,  together  with  t|ie  aocmnpaayimJse' 
nments,  was  ordered  to  be  pdaled. 
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T&EA8URT  NOTES.     ' 

Mr.  FILLMORB,  from  the  rame  commiitee, 
npoded  a  IwUaaihorizinff  there-issneof  treasarj 
Mm%  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  twice 
read^  and  referred  to  the  ConuDittee  of  the  Whole 
oa  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A8SUBIPTI0N  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  J08BPH  R.  INGBR80LL,  by  direetion  of 
the  Ooinmiltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  called  up  the 
motion  to  print  10,600  extra  copies  of  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  of  that  committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  iasae  of  two  hundred  milliona  of  Goyem- 
ment  etocka  to  be  given  to  the  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  the  printing  of  these 
repona  woold  not  be  ordered.  He  did  not  think 
that  it  was  properly  made)  for  the  reason  that  a 
ibort  time  before,  a  nomber  of  memorials,  together 
with  a  reaolation  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnsou,]  on  the  same  subject, 
waa  lafened  to  a  Select  Committee;  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Me^ps,  therefore,  in  reporting  as 
ibey  did,  without  waiting  for  the  action  of  tbe  Se- 
lect Committee,  acted  with  unnecessary  haste  and 
predpitation,  and  they  seemed  to  him  to  have  ran 
a  race  of  popularity  for  the  purpose  of  tiirowing 
odium  on  that  proposition.  He  meant  to  impeach 
the  motives  of  no  member  of  the  House— far  less 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  bur,  in  a 
parliamentary  point  of  yiew,  it  was  neither  respect- 
Ail  to  the  House,  nor  to  tbe  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  for  the  committee  to  make  their  report 
with  so  much  precipitation. 

Mr.  PICKENS  would  respectfully  atk  the  gen- 
tleaan  from  Massschuaeits  if  the  memorials  on 
tUi  8ttb|ect  (or,  at  least,  a  nomber  of  them)  had  not 
been  presented  by  him,  and  referred  on  his  motion 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  naable  to  answer  the  question 
of  the  gentleman;  and  he  would  tell  him,  or  rather 
tell  the  Honae^  the  reason  why.  He  bad,  it  was 
true,  reodTcd  a  number  of  ihxae  memorials,  and 
for  that  reason  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to  take 
part  in  this  discussion,  which  otherwise^  would 
not  haye  done.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  perfectly  aware  of  a  rnle  of  the  House» 
which  denied  him  the  priyilege  of  offering  petitions 
as  he  receiyed  them;  that,  instead  of  the  ancient 
rale,  by  which  particular  days  Were  assigned  for 
the  reception  of^  petitions,  they  now  had  the  gag- 
rale— the  3l8t  rule — that  odious  and  detestable  role 
by  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  de- 
priyed  of  the  nght  of  haying  their  petitions  present- 
ed in  open  day,  and  compelled  to  baye  them  re- 
ferred eeoreily,  and  subject  to  a  decision  at  the 
Clerk^s  uble  whether  they  shall  be  receiyed  or 
act  That  was  the  reason  why  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  memorials  presented  by  him  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or 
not  He  was  compelled  here,  by  tbe  rules,  not  to 
offer  to  tbe  House  memorials  that  bad  been  sent 
to  him,  but  to  present  them  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and 
to  leaye  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Speaker  to  de- 
cide whether  they  shall  be  receiyed  or  not,  and  to 
say  to  what  committee  they  sbalf  be  referred.  He 
mentioned  this,  to  show  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  need  not  make  so  much  of  the  fact, 
that  memorials  presented  by  him  on  this  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

He  belieyed  that  an  unusual  motiye  had  oper- 
ated with  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
laakiDg  their  report  in  such  a  hurry,  and  that,  in 
fltakbg  these  reports,  the  majority  and  minority 
(for  there  were  two  of  them)  had  run  a  race  of  pop- 
tdaitty  to  cry  down  and  make  odious  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States  the  project  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Marylhnd,  to  which — let  gentlemen  of 
both  sides.  Whig  or  Locofoco,  do  what  thry  will-* 
(hey  mtistj  in  time,  come.  Let  them  now  say  what 
ihey  please,  "to  that  complexion  they  must  come 
at  kst**  What  was  it  but,  in  substance,  a  proposi- 
tion that  the  Qeneral  Qoyemment  of  this  country 
ihall  eome  to  tbe  aid  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
who,  for  landable  purposes,  and  for  objects  of  gen- 
eral iHlity  to  the  country,  baye  inyolyed  tbemselyes 
in  debt  from  which  they  cannot  relieve  themselveF, 
iad  therefore  come  to  the  €K>yernment  of  this  na- 
tloa,  10  aasitt  them  in  disdiarging  thojc  duties 


which  belonged  to  honor  and  morality,  yiz:  to  pay 
their  debtst 

ft  was  far  from  him  to  impute  any  improper 
motives  to  the  Committee  of  Ways'  and  Means; 
but  he  said,  when  he  heard  these  reports  read — of 
tbe  majority  and  minority — that  they  had  not  con- 
sidered, by  any  means,  the  extent  and  importance 
of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. Though  the  Speaker  bad  done  him  the  honor 
to  place  him*  on  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
subject,  be  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
committing  himself  to  support  it.  He  did  not 
mean  to  make  himself  responsible  for  it.  But  he 
did,  in  behalf  of  tbe  honor  of « the  nation,  d^and 
of  its  Represeatatiyes  that  the  proposition  shall  be 
fully,  fairly,  and  impartially  considered;  and  not 
set  aside  in  this  way  by  a  side  blow  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  He  had  said  that, 
however  lightly  either  party  in  this  House,  Whig 
or  Locofoco,  Northern  or  Southern,  might  treat 
this  proposition,  they  would  haye  to  come  to  a  yery 
serious  consideration  of  its  objects  and  its  purposes 
before  they  could  decide  against  it.  ft  was  a  mar- 
yellous  thing  to  him^— a  surprising  thing— 4hat  the 
Whigs  of  that  House,  and  the  Whig  party,  should 
feel  such  extreme  anxiety  not  to  have  the  imputa- 
tion fixed  on  them  that  they  favored  the  project  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  They  might  think, 
because  the  Locofocos  were  now  in  such  a 
flow  of  victory,  that  they  might  be  subject  to  the 
charge  of  treason,  and  te  be  tried  under  the  second 
section,  if  Uiey  w%re  suspected  of  favoring  this 
project  for  relieving  the  States  who  were  involved 
in  debt  It  seemed  to  him,  so  fearful  was  the 
committee  of  having  such  an  imputation  fixed  on 
them,  that  they  ran  a  nice  in  makiag  their  report. 
The  Whigy  #ho  made  it,  seemed  to  think  that  their 
sal^tton  depended  upon  their  protesting  that  they 
never,  never  would  content  to  giye  any  aid  to  the 
States  involved  in  the  burden  of  debt.  Some  of 
the  States,  it  seemed,  had  refused  to  acknowledge 
their  debts  at  all;  and  they  had  had  declarations 
from  one  of  them — the  State  of  Mississippi— that 
the  people  of  that  State  would  sooner  endure  war 
than  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  wished  to  correct 
the  gentleman.  The  State  of  Mississippi  neyer 
had  refused,'  and  neyer  would  refuse,  to  pay  her 
debts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  refer  the  gentleman 
to  the  letter  of  Goyemor  McNutt,  in  which  that 
declaration  was  made. 

Mx.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  he  wished  dis- 
tinctly to  declare  that  tbe  State  of  Mississippi  had 
never  refused  to  pay  her  debts;  but  that  she  bad 
refused  to  acknowledge  as  a  debt,  a  claim  made  on 
her  by  onautborized  persons. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  there  was  the  letter  from  Qov. 
McNoa:  the  gentleman  migh»  send  for  it. 

Bdr.  THOMPSON  said  that  the  gentleman  might 
send  for  it  himself.  And  he  would  add,  that  the 
letter  of  the  Gk)yemor,  which  the  gentleman  spoke 
of,  was  a  private,  and  not  an  official  letter.  The 
State  of  Mississippi  only  acted  by  her  Legislature, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Gkiyernor,  and  not  by  the 
Qoyernor  alone.  ^ 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  was  a  question  of  printing;  and  if  this  exten- 
sive field  of  debate  was  to  be  opened,  there  was 
no  knowing  where  it  would  end. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  to  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth<farolina  that  the  question  of  printing  opened 
the  whole  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.  He«  would  have  the 
letter  of  Governor  McNutt  here,  and  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  woold  read  it  for  his 
own  character's  sake,  *  for  Gk>vernor  McNutt  said 
that  the  two  Representatives  from  Mississippi  con- 
curred with  lym  in  saying  that  they  would  mther 
go  to  war  than  pay  the  debt  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  gentleman  concurred  with  tbe  Goyemor. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  he  wouM  in- 
form the  gentleman  that  he  did  concur  with  the 
Governor,  in  preferring  to  go  to  war  to  paying 
a  claim  that  his  State]  had  never  acknowledged  to 
be  a  debt.  Neilber*be  nor  bis  State  had  ever  re- 
fused to  pay  a  debt  that  was  due  by  the  State.  Let 
the  gentleman  produce  tbe  letter  itself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  there  was  the  letter  be  re- 


ferred to;  and  in  it  the  Governor  expressly  said 
that  his  State  would  rather  go  to  war  than  pay  a 
debt.  He  did  not  Intend  to  enter  into  the  question 
whether  the  State  of  Mississippi  bad  been  de- 
frauded by  its  own  agents  or  officers.  He  did  not 
intend  to  enter  into  that  question  at  all.  He  now 
desired  the  Clerk  to  read  the  letter  of  Goyemor 
McNutt,  as  the  gentleman  was  so  exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  it  produced. 

The  letter  of  GN>yeraor  McNutt  was  then  read. 
It  was  a  private  letter,  written  to  a  gentleman  in 
Richmond,  and  published  in  one  of  the  Richmond 
papers. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed,  and  said,  on  that  the 
House  could  determine.  He  did  not  intend  to  ea- 
ter into  the  metaphysical  question  whether  the  State 
of  Mississippi  was  or  was  not  bound  to  pay  its 
bonds.  By  his  letter.  Governor  McNutt  presup- 
posed that  war  would  come  from  abroad,  m  con- 
sequence of  the  refusal  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  pay  them;  and  he  preferred  to  go  to  war,  rather 
than  pay  those  bonds.  Now  he  (Mr.  A.)  would 
inquiie  of  this  House  If  the  foresight  of  the  Goy- 
emor of  Mississippi  should  prove  true— if  the 
.  Goveramenis  of  those  subjects,  who  have  suffered 
in  their  property  by  their  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  punctuality  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  should 
come  here  and  demand  that  this  Gfovernment 
should  settle  those  demands-^what  would  Mr. 
President  Tyler  and  his  Secretary  answer?  He 
(Mr.  A)  thought  they  would  have  applications  of 
that  sort,  and  he  would  presume  that  the  President 
would  not  answer  them;  but  not  answering  a  de* 
maud  between  sovereign  States,  was  not  getting 
rid  of  that  demand.  This  Goyemment  would 
haye-^and^  this  House  would  baye,  they  might 
take  his  word  for  it-— applications  that  woold  re- 
quire answering  at  some  time  or  other,  to  that  ef- 
fect. Now  he  would  suppose  the  case  that  the 
Government  of  HoUand,  or  tbe  CK>yeramentof 
Great  Britain — whose  subjects  were  snfferiog  under 
the  sera  pies  of  tbe  (jfovernment  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  whether  that  State  was  or  was  not 
bound  to  pay  those  debts, — be  would  sup- 
pose that  those  subjects  called  upon  their  Goy- 
ernments,  saying  that  the  people  of  those 
States  had  received  their  money— that  they 
had  promised  repayment,  and  that  they  had  re- 
fused to  pay,  and  then  those  subjects  called  upon 
their  Groveroment  to  interfere;  those  Gk>yemmenis 
would  say,  This  is  one  «f  the  States  of  your  Union, 
and  you  are  boand  to  pay  their  debts.  Suppose, 
then,  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
choose  to  answer;  and  suppose  one  or  both  of  those 
(Governments  should  declare  war  against  the  State 
or  Mississippi,  and  should  send  their  steamers  up 
to  Natchez,  if  they  could  get  there:  would  the  re- 
fusal of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  pay  her  bonds 
prevent  this  Government  being  called  upon  to  as- 
sist her?  They  are  invaded — martial  law  is  de« 
dared — and  he  thought  they  would  hear  some- 
thing about  the  obligation  of  this  Union  to  stand 
by  its  members  in  case  of  war  and  invasion  and 
the  declaration  of  martial  law.  Governor  Mc- 
Nutt foresaw  this  state  of  things,  but  he  did  not 
care  to  avoid  it.  Now,  if  they  would  not  pay 
their  debts,  the  Paixhangnns  of  those  foreign  Gk>y- 
eroments  might  go  there,  perhaps;  and  on  the 
question  whether  the  State  of  Mississippi 
was  strictly  bound  to  meet  her  obligations,  there 
would  be  another  mode  of  reasoning  applied.  And, 
in  that  case,  what  would  this  Government  dot 
Would  they  abandon  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  to  the  h&Rds  of  the  enemyl  Or  would  they 
feel  compelled  to  pay  the  bonds,  for  which  such 
State  had  been  willing  to  go  to  wart  Twenty  one 
millions  of  dollars  had  just  been  exacted  from 
China,  in  addition  to  a  sum  before  exacted,  as  tbe 
payment  of  a  debt  of  not  a  dissimilar  character. 
Suppose,  then,  the  State  of  Mississippi  required 
not  only  to  pay  the  amount  of  her  bonds,  but  twen- 
ty>one  millions  of  dollars  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of 
those  Paixhan  gouif,  which  should  reduce  ber  to 
the  necessity  of  subscritHUg  to  anything — what 
would  this  Goyemment  dol  Was  it  prepared  to 
stand  by,  and  say  <4t  is  nothing  to  ust  This  is 
a  question  between  the  State  of  Mississippi  and 
foreign  (Governments;  and  it  is  nothing  to  us.  Wa 
caimat  interfere;  we  must  be  neutral  between  theee 
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of  this  OotfgmsB  at  Qic  very  Jast  hour  of  Um  tbird 
seesion  of  Confess,  te  proclaim  to  thisconatrf 
that  be  had  fK>  opinion  on  Uie  ways  and  means ! 

Mr.  FILLMORE  begged  permission  to  explain. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  sboukl  like  to  bave  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  tbat  he  meant  be 
liad  formed  no  opinion  independent  of  execntiye 
eommonications. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  believed 
the  commonieation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas 
vfy  was  correct. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied  that  be  had  no  means 
of  showing  its  incorrectness,  aAd  be  bad  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Secretary  was  a  dishonest  man. 

Mr.  WISE  inqaired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  believed  in  the  data  of  the  Secretary? 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
fentlemaa  from  Virginia  had  no  right  te  poll  the 
members  of  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Wa^s  and  Means  in 
this  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  explain. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  the  reporters  to  take  note  of 
the  gentleman's  explanation.  And  what  was  ii? 
It  was  this:  **I  have  no  opinion  independent  of  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.'* 
What  is  yomr  opinion  about  the  informadoa  of  the 
^Secretary  oftheTreasoryl  "I  have  no  means  of 
lowing  thai  it  is  incorrect."  Well,  now,  what 
was  the  gentleman's  opinion  at  last?  Nothing  at 
all.  The  genileman  from  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  that  if  the  data  of  the  Secretary  were  cor« 
lect,  why  then  fain  calculations  were  correct. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  asked  if  the  Secretary's  data  were 
eocreet}  and  the  reply  was,  **I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  whether  they  are  correct  or  incorrect." 
And  this  came  from  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  confessed  that,  inde* 
pdhent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  had 
got  no  opinion  at  all.  Did  they  believe  that  he 
had  got  no  opinion?  The  gentleman  did  not  say  he 
had  got  no  opinion;  but  though  be  had  got  no  spe- 
cific opinion,  he  (Mr.  W.)  believed  he  had  a  gen- 
oral  conclusion  as  to  the  correction  of  those  £ita. 
How,  he  asked  for  the  motive  for  the  concealment 
of  those  opinions.  'He  asked  why  there  was  not 
a  report  from  that  committee? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia if  he  believed  ibe  report  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  was  nearer  the  Execu* 
tive  than  he  (Mr.  P.)  could  be;  or  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  any  means  of  knowing 
that  it  was  false. 

Bir.  WISE.  ThiB  is  not  a  question  of  falsebood. 
[Laughter.]  He  begged  gentlemen  to  wait  for  an 
answer  before  they  laughed.  He  told  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  that  be  differed  wholly  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Had  they  got  their 
answer?  [Laughter.]  Now,  would  the  gentleman 
answer  him  a  questidn?  Did  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  believe  in  the  correctness  of  tbe  Secrc- 
tafy's  report?  [Criesof  ^'That's  fair."]  Now,  let 
nntlemen  laugh.  He  (lir.  W.)  differed  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  he  believed  bin 
data  would  be  found  to  be  a  sandy  foundation,  and 
that  the  superstructure  based  upon  it  must  fall  ne- 
cessarily. 

Tbe  gentleman  pursued  thiese  remarks  in  this 
strain  some  tone,  and  expressed  his  droUl  of  an 
extra  se^siott,  and  his  desire  to  avoid  its  necessity. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rq[>lied,  and  Mr.  WISE  re- 


llr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  this 
declaration  from  the  gentleman.  If  that  gentle- 
man, standing  upon  this  floor,  and-speaking  the  sen- 
timents of  this  Administration,  declared  that  an 
extra  session  ought  not  to  be  called,  and  that  there 
were  no  reasons  for  it,  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  truly 
glad  to  hear  it.  As  to  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  disebarged  their  duty  or  not, 
he  had  but  little  to  say.  Tbe  present  was  the  short 
session;  and,  during  its  continuance,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  to  perform  tbe  duty 
of  examining  a  double  set  of  appropriation  billf— - 
fbr  the  half  calendar  year,  and  for  the  fiscal  year. 
They  had  also  before  them  a  proposition  to  bring 
back  into  the  treasury  money  which  was  said  lo 
have  been  hitherto  squandered;  also,  tbe  recom- 
ttaadatioa  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tlytt 


means  should  be  provided  for  carrying  the  depart*^ 
ment  throogh  the  year  to  the  1st  of  January  next} 
and  also  tbe  exchequer  project,  >vbicb  had  occupied 
much  of  their  time.  These  were  tbe  duties  which 
ibey  bad  to  perform  during  this  short  session. 
Whether  the  committee  had  been  diligent  or  not, 
it  was  for  the  Hotise  to  say.  With  what  ability 
tbe  duties  had  been  performed,  it  certainly  did  not 
become  him  to  say.  But  if  it  was  a  fact  (as  con- 
ceded by  tbe  President  in  the  ipessage  just  read) 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform 
tbe  House  as  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  to  point  out  a 
single  fact  which  indicated  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  abandoned  aU  measures  to 
carry  the  Qovemment  through  the  year.  The 
committee  took  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  that  oflker  stated  that  there 
would  be  enough  means  to  carry  on  tbe  Gk>vem« 
ment  through  the  half  calendar  year,  and  through 
the  fiscal  year  to  Jupe,  1844,  and  then  leave  a 
million  and  a  half  in  the  treasury.  When 
doubt  began  to  be  expressed  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Secretary^  calculations,  the  commit- 
tee, unconnected  as  they  were  by  any  near  re- 
lations to  tbe  Administration,  caused  inquiries  to 
be  made  of  the  Secretary,  with  a  view  of  afford- 
ing him  an  opportunity  to  revise  his  estimates. 
Therefore  it  was  that  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  calling  on  him  for  tbe  amount  which  he 
estimated  would  be  received  and  paid  out  during 
the  year. 

He  would  say  to  the  House,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive^  if  be  saw  fit,  to  exhaust 
the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  an  extra 
session  of  Congress.  Such  a  thhig  might  be  done; 
if  it  was  done,  the  Executive  would  be  responsible 
for  tbe  extra  session. 

It  was  known  that  large  appropriations  would 
be  made  by  this  Congress,  to  lie  over  until  next 
year.  Now,  it  was  only  necessary  for  the  Presi*' 
dent,  in  the  exercise  of  his  power  to  control  the  ex- 
penditures of  these  appropriations,  to  exhaust  tbe 
treasury,  by  paying  them  over  before  they  were  ab- 
solutely needed;  and  thus  cieate  the  very  necessity 
(an  extra  session)  which  the  f  entleman  deplored. 
If  there  should  be  no  more  expended  during  the  year 
than  what  was  appropriated  by  Congress  for  that 
period,  he  should  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ways 
and  means  of  tbe  treasury  would  be  sufficient.  He 
only  asked  that  tbe  Government  might  be  admin- 
istered as  it  had  been  in  years  past.  In  such  an 
event,  be  did  believe  that  the  means  of  the  treasury 
would  prove  sufficient.  He  believed  he  had  said 
all  that  was  necessary  on  this  bead. 

As  to  the  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  moved  by  \h%  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  all  he  bad  to  say  was;  that  he 
deemed  them  unnecessary.  They  implied  a  cen- 
sure upon  tbe  committee;  and  be  knew  not  what 
duty  they  bad  omitted  which  called  for  censure 
upon  them.  The  committee  had  never  neglected 
to  consider  carefully  anything  that  was  recom- 
mended by  tbe  Executive.  ^ 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  acd  withdrew  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  printing  of  the  message;  after  which, 

Tbe  House  adjotumed. 

IN  SENATE. 
TuxsDAT,  February  14, 1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  [pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sea- 
ate  a  communication  from  tbe  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  further  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  98th  of  December 
last,  the  following  statement,  showing  the  amount 
of  accruing  duties  during  the  3d  at^d  4th  quarters 
of  tbe  past  year,  and  the  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  for  the  last  quarter,  as  follows: 

Accruing  dutiM  during  th«8dqatr(er    •  •  a^aOBiSOS  31 

AccToteg  duties  during  (h«4tliqnan«r   •  *    2,671^380  28 

Valut  of  importfand  ttzport«duriog  Um  4Ui  ouartar  of  IMd^ 
Importa  free  of  doty    -  $6,4^601 

"       payiogduty  •  •  7,197,493 

-^^— ^ —  •IS,«48,0»4 
Exports  of  foreign  goods- 
Free  of  duty     •  1,083,560 
Paying  duty     •          •  1,219,632 


Bxports  of  domestic  produce 


2,ai&10l 

26,229,818 


I 


87,4r2,919 


Mu  EVANS  pfesehted  a  meoiOfiai'  fsoa 
zens  of  tbe  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  tiie  lepeat 
of  tbe  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  lolieoa 
the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Lubec,  Maine* 
praying  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congtssi 
as  will  produce  greater  reciprocity  in  o«r  oomusr* 
dal  regulations  with  foreign  powers:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  leate  wis 
granted  to  Molly  Luther,  Mary  Chase,  Daniel 
Peck,  and  Qeorge  Johnson,  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tions and  papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  Rnih 
Milligan,  praying  that  the  sum  of  ^998  continen- 
tal  notes,  paid  to  her  husband,  since  deceased,  for 
bis  services  during  the  revolutionary  war,  may  be 
made  good  to  her  or  her  children,  by  such  general 
and  equitable  law  as  may  be  finafly  passed  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  L.  remarked  that,  if  any  comnitiee 
should  be  hereafter  raised  to  take  into  ooitidanK 
tion  tbe  subject  of  paying  tbe  debts  of  te  Bmm, 
he  would  move  the  reference  of  this  peiitiea 
to  that  committee.  It  struck  him,  howerer,  that 
there  would  be  more  propriety  in  paying  off  the 
old  revolutionary  debt,  before  the  idea  ofaasumlng 
the  del>tsof  tbe  Stales  was  emertaiood.  For  the 
present,  he  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  fte 
table.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Commitlee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  liadbeenia' 
ferredthe  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Du  Buys,  postmaster 
at  New  Orleans,  reported  the  bill  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendments. 

The  question  was  .put,  and  the  Senate  coa* 
cnrred. 

Mr.  CHOATE,flrom  the  GoflnatllM  on  HaMti 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton;  which  was  read,  and  ordcndma 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  reaokiticH, 
adopted  by  the  Leglstatoie  of  the  State  ofMaiasi 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Bepiu* 
sentatives  from  that  State  to  vote  for  the  aboUrih 
ment  of  tbe  Military  Academy  at  West  Paioi,ia 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  for  the  adoptioaQf 
such  a  plan  of  military  instructions  as  will  be  im* 
partial  in  its  operations,  and  consistent  with  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  our.  liberal  iastitution^  whioh 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Commitlee  on  Pe asioas, 
made  a  report,  (which  was  ordered  to  be^printed,) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison. 

On  motion  by  Blr.  BATES,  leave  was  granted 
to  Thomas  Flanagan  to  withdraw  his  petition  aB4 
papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  from  the  CommiUee  oa 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  instructing  that  committee  to  ioqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  system  of 
revenue  cutters,  and  to  employ  a  part  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  Stales  in  that  service,  made  a  report^ 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  accompuied 
by  a  resolution,  declaring  that  it  was  ineipedieot 
to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  the  resolnuon. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whieh  bad 
been  referred  House  bill  entitled  *'An  act  toredaee 
the  number  and  compensation  of  the.  officers  and 
others  employed  in  tbe  port  of  New  York,**  re* 
ported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  to  strike  oat 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  foUowiag  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Secretuy  of  the  Treerary  t>e  direeni  <0 
inform  the  Senate  of  the  net  amount  of  revenue  received  6Mi 
Ae  customs  in  the  month  of  January,  18f3,  aeeordfng  to  tbs 
current  retorne  made  to  tbe  Treasury  Depacuneot. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  Haikbaa 
Tristoe,  late  postmaster  at  Warren,  Benton  county, 
Missonri,  praying  that  the  amount  of  a  judgtwat 
obtained  against  him  in  tbe  circuit  court  of  thi 
United  States  from  the  Missouri  district  may  be  re- 
funded to  him:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  (torn  Abraham  WO- 
cox,  representing  that  he  is  the  father  of  tmaof* 
two  chiidieB,  pnyiag  aid  of  tbu  QofunaMrt  ^ 
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a  oogiytMr  le  §0  ta  the  Oregon  Terriloiy, 
M4^«r  gnDts  of  Jawli  Ae.;  whieh  Tias  lead,  and 
Moa  Stable. 

The  retolatioa  of  the  Committee  on  Cofflmerce, 
to  diwharge  that  committee  Orom  the  further  oon- 
sideiaiion  of  the  resolation  of  ihe  Senate  of  the  d7th  of 
December  last,  directing  ii  toinqnirelnto  the  state  of 
oar  tonnage,  freights,  and  commerce,  and  to  report 
whether  they  were  prosperoos  under  our  existing 
r^huiOMWtth  foreign  powerS)  4bo.,  and  to  refer 
the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  directing 
him  to  make  the  ioqniries  touching  the  matter,  and 
to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
was  taken  ip:  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Atosrs. 
BOIITINGTON  and  WOODBURY,  was  adopted. 

The  followteg  re8olQtien<  ia^odoecd  by  Mr. 
Bampoii  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  forconsid- 
enHop;  and,  alWr  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  ARCHER, 
■at  in  opposition  t»  its  adoption,  but  expressing  the 
bsttefibail  the  call  was  unlike  any  etcrmade,it 
Vis  agreed  to,  vis: 

Ri9ohnd,  That  the  Preridentof  the  United  Steteebe  reqoeet* 
edio  iammwaiiaiXm  to  ibeSeoftie  a  copy  of  the  eomniinteo,  or 
lattr  of  inetmetloa,  which  may  have  k>een  given  to  Daniel 
Wmer,  Eeq..  Secretary  of  StateCto  treat  wtth  Lord  Ashburton, 
kce  ^>eebl  mmlater  ftt>m  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Stales. 

Theesgrossad  joint  resohition  directing  the  trans- 
fer of  tfie  stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesa- 
Mke  and  Ohio  Oanal  Company,  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  to  the  cities  of  Wadiington,  George- 
town, and  Alssandiia,  on  certain  condilioctB^  came 
■p  Ibra  UMl  rsadiog. 

Ife^  KINQ  remarked  that  oner  of  the  conditions 
iadMbttl  on  whieh  the  steek  was  surrendered, 
was,  that  the  Obeeapeake  and  X)bio  Canal  shall  be 
eompleted  to  Cumberland.  He  inquired  of  the 
Seilanff  from  Maryland  [Mr.  MmutiCK]  whether  he 
esaridsret)  that  the  terms  of  the  bill  were  suoh  as 
autborissd  the  Qeyermneat  to  reclaim  the  slock 
in«tss  the  ttrms  of  the  bill  were  Hot  complied 
with. 

MTiMBRRICK  leplied  that,  if  the  conditions 
were  not  eomplied  with,  the  whole  of  the  stock 
would  refwt  to  the  Oarernment. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
paised* 

Iha  joint  rcsohition  for*  the  distribution  of  eeiw 
iMa  copies  of  the  Censas  Returns  and  Compeadinm 
o(  the  Sixth  Census,  was  read  the  thnrd  time  and 
passed.  *" 

The  bill  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Assist- 
ant Postmasters  General,  vesting  the  power  to  ap- 
point them  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time, 
aad  passed. 

RANKRUPT  LAW.    « 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  he  had  given  notice  to  the 
Senafe  on  yesterdsy,  that  he  would  on  lo*day  move 
to  Ix  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  biU  to  re« 
peal  the  tmnkrupt  law.  He  was  disposed  to  give 
lotiee  that  he  would  on  Monday  next  ask  the  Sen- 
ate 10  take  that  bill  up  for  consideratioo.  He  said 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  information  obtained 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  as  to  the  operations 
of  the  law,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
nbject,  should  be  as  widely  disseminated  as  possible 
before  they  were  called  upon  to 'act  finally  upon 
^billf  and  it  was  desirable  to  give  farther  time  to 
Ifcpahnj  to  coaaidef  the  report  of  the  Judietary 
Committee,  and  the  amendments  recommended  by 
it  He  supposed  that  all  that  was  desired  by  delay 
csuld  be  aacomplished  by  Monday  next. 

Mr.  TOUNGf  preferred  that  the  Ull  should  be 
then  taken  np,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next;  but,  on  being  informed  that  such  course 
would  place  tlie  bill  behind  other  special  order?, 
he  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BaRaisN. 

RETRENCHMJBNT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

The  resolutions  introdnced  on  Tuesday  last  by 
Mr.  McDurFiB,  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  meas- 
ares  to  revive  commerce,  replenish  ibe  impov- 
eiish^  exchequer,  and  to  arrest  the  accamulation 
of  pnblte  ^ebt,  by  reducing  the  tariff  of  the  last 
les&ion  to  a  revenue  standard,  and  by  practising  a 
ligid  system  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  ac- 
countability, came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HVAJ^  (in  reply  to  Mr.  McDums^s  re- 
auks  of  yesterday)  addressed  the  Senate  for  np- 
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wards  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  discussing  at  large 
the  various  topics  involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  the  additional 
resolutions  which  he  had  himself  submitted. 

At  the  outset,  he  remarked,  it  was  with  veiy  great 
reluctance  that  he  rose  to  occupy  any  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  there  were  so  many  important  and  pressing 
matters  demanding  its  attention,  in  the  discussion 
of  these  resolutions — resolutions  which  he  feared 
were  to  end  in  discussion  alene.  Nevertheless,  as 
they  were  deemed  of  very  great  importance,  (as 
they  certainly  were,)  and  had  been  discossed  with 
ability  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuPFiB,]  who  always  evidenced  an  ability  in 
whatever  he  undertook  to  discuss,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  as  briefly  as  possible  to  submit  su^  remarks 
as  the  hasty  consideration  of  the  subject  would  ena- 
ble him  to  make.  The  resolutions  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  were  chiefly  directc^d  to  the  condition  of 
the  treasury — to  the  finances  and  commerce  of  the 
country;  and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  speech 
with  which  the  Senator  had  favored  the  Senate  was 
directed  to  the  condition  of  the  *  business  of  the 
country,  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  admitted  were 
inseparably  connected.  He  aprreed  with  the  Sena- 
tor fully  and  thorongbly,  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  was  crippled  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
that  business  was  deeply  embarrassed.  He  would 
i](ot  differ  from  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  which  proposed  a  system 
of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  of  limiting  the 
expenses  of  Government  to  the  income  which  may 
be  derived  by  the  treasury  from  all  sources.  He 
would  agree  with  the  Senator,  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  was  greatly  embarrassed  and  crip- 
pled; but  he  differed  from  him  radically  as  to  the 
causes  which  had  occasioned  it,  and  as  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  measures  which  he  proposed  to  revive 
it. 

Mr.  E.  then  proceeded  to  a  minute  investigation 
of  the  measures  which  he  conceived  had  led  to  the 
derangements  of  the  currency,  to  which  he  mainly 
attributed  ihe  distresses  of  the  country.  He  vindi- 
cated the  course  which  he  and  the  friends  with 
whom  he  had  acted  took  in  defence  of  the  State 
banks,  after  they  had  been  stimulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  broken  down,  and  when  the  Adminis- 
tration tiirned  round  on  them,  and  endeavored  to 
destroy  them. 

Having  disposed  of  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
be  adverted  to  the  position  assumed  in  the  Sena* 
tor^  resolutions — that  the  tariff  law  was  the  cause  of 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  that  a  revision  of 
that  law  would  resuscitate  commerce.  He  con- 
tended that  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  two- 
fold ^foreign  and  domestic ;  and  that  the  one  was 
dependent  on  the  other;  so  that,  if  domestic  com- 
merce languished  and  fell  into  decay,  so  most  foreign 
commerce.  It  was,  therefore,  more  reasonable 
to  trace  the  crippled  state  of  foreign  commerce  to 
causes  which  had  operated  on  domestic  commerce, 
than  to  what  the  Senator  contends  was  for  the  pro- 
tection and  benefit  of  the  home  manufacturing  in- 
terests identified  with  domestic  commerce.  In 
tracing  out  their  causes,  he  (Mr.  E.^  had  satisfied 
bimsetf  that  they  had  their  origin  in  the  want  of 
a  sound  currency  of  uniform  value  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  This,  he  contended,  was  the  great 
source  of  the  evils  under  which  the  country  labored. 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and 
its  resources,  he  assumed  that  the  dutiable  imports 
of  the  year  1843  would  be  forty-two  millions — 
yielding  a  revenue  from  customs  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  He  estimated  that 
the  actual  expenditures  of  the  GN>vemment,  inde- 
pendent of  the  interest  on  debt,  would  not  exceed 
twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  and  a . 
half  ending  30ih  June,  1844.  He  combated  the ' 
idea  that  the  debt  could,  by  any  possibility,  reach 
to  what  had  been  assumed  by  some — thirty  or  forty 
millions  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  did  not  at 
present  exceed  twenty-five  million^;  and  could  not 
be  increased  one  dollar  without  a  law  of  Congress 
to  that  effect;  of  which  there  was  no  possible  chance 
now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The  reduc- 
tions and  retrenchments  effected  by  Congress  in  the 
appropriation  bills  rendered  it  certain  that  the  GK>v- 
emment  could  get  along  very  well,  and  without    I 


the  slightest  embarrassment,  by  being  allowed  to 
re-is»ue  treasury  notes  already  authorized.  Thote 
bearing  interest  were  already  at  a  *  premium,  and ' 
would  naturally  stay  out  without  any  effort;  and  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  allow  the  treasury 
notes  falling  due  this  year  to  bear  interest,  to  keep 
them  out  too,  and  prevent  them  from  embarrassing 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  E.  attributed  to  the  passage  of  the  tariff  law 
of  last  session  the  revival  of  the  credit  of  the  Gtov* 
emment,  and  the  high  appreciation  of  the  Govern- 
ment stocks  in  the  money  market. 

Speaking  of  his  resolutions,  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  several  States  to  make  provision 
for  meeting  their  engagements,  and  sustaining  their 
credit,  he  contended  that  the  Cfeneral  (Government 
had  a  right  to  make  that  declaration,  without  in- 
curring the  censure  of  the  States,  inasmuch  as  the 
depreciation  of  their  credit  reacted  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States;  and  besides,  as  a  creditor  of 
some  of  those  States,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  six 
or  seven  millions,  the  United  States  was  entitled 
to  the  rights  of  a  creditor,  in  regard  to  expresailig 
its  opinions. 

He  also  maintained  that  the  (ieneral  GK)vem- 
ment,  being  the  Government  of  the  same  people  ' 
who  owned  the  States  'themselves,  was  bound  to. 
reader  those  State?,  in  their  necessity,  whatever 
assistance  it  was  in  its  power  to  afford.  How  that 
was  to  be  done,  was  a  matter  of  consideration,  and 
could  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  become 
a  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  proposing  the  following 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McDuftie: 
for  which  see  proceedings  of  the  15th  Feb. 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  three 
resolutions  of  the  amendment,  with  a  view  to  in- 
sert the  following: 

Resolved,  Tbftt  the  distratt  and  obloquy  can  upon  the  Fed- 
eral GoTernment  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  ceruiin  States  to 
make  prompt  payment  of  their  debts,  is  an  unjust  and  unfeund* 
ed  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good  faith;  that,  while  this 
GoTemment  deplores  the  misguided  policy  of  tboie  States 
which  have  ombanasBed  themselves,  ft  disclaims  all  liability, 
legally  or  morally,  for  such  delinquency:  while,  in  vindication 
otits  own  unblemished  faith  and  honor,  it  appeals  wHh  confi- 
dence to  Its  past  history. 

Mr.  D.  then  remarked  that  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  embark  in  the  general  discussion  which 
had  arisen  on  these  resolutions;  but,  having  submit- 
ted this  amendment  to  one  of  the  resolutions,  he 
would  feel  gratified  if  the  Senate  would  afford  him 
a  few  moments  in  which  to  express  his  yiews  on 
the  subject  of  his  amendment.  It  was  very  de- 
sirable to  him  that  the  matter  should  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  pledging  himself  to  occupy  the  Sen- 
ate but  a  few  minutes  at  that  time. 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked  that  he  wished  to  submit 
a  paper  which  he  had  prepared,  expressing  his  own 
views  on  the  subject-matter  brought  into  the  dis- 
cussion on  these  resolutions.  It  was  not  then  in 
order  to  submit  -this  paper  as  An  amendment  to  the 
resolutions  pending;  but,  with  the  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate, be  would  present  it  wiih  the  view— if  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  flrom  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Datton]  was  rejecfed — of  submitting 
it  as  a  substitute  for  the  last  three  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evms  ]  The  paper 
was  read. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  that  both  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  the  paper  submitted  by  tlie 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  would  be  re- 
ceived and  printed.  They  were  received,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  he  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  te  f  nd  that,  when  there  were  just  about 
two  weeks  of  the  session  left,  a  general  discussion 
was  likely  to  be  opened  up  on  a  proposition  out  of 
which  no  practical  good  could  grow.  If  the  dis- 
cussion was  permitted  to  progress,  the  whole  ses- 
sion would  be  consumed  in  unprofitable  debate. 
He  therefore  rose  for  the  simple  purpose  of  giving 
notice  to  the  Senate  that  on  to^monow,  as  soon 
after  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
[Mr.  Datton]  as  he  could  get  the  floor,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  propositions  on  the 
table;  and  be  trusted  that  all  those  Senators  who 
were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  practical  business 
of  the  session  would  be  in  their  places,  and  sus- 
tain, byjheir  votes,  the  proposition  he  intended  to 
make. 
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Mr.  ALLBN  did  not  believe  that  the  discossion 
ivhich  was  sngge&ted  on  the  introdnction  of  ihe 
resolQtions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
CaroliDa  [Mr.McDuFns]  was  anprofitable  or  nn- 
wite;  and  if  he  had  even  supposed  that  such  was 
the  case  with  reference  to  those  resolutions,  he 
should  have  changed  his  opinion  after  the  intro- 
duction of  (he  several  propositions  now  laid  before 
that  body.  The  proposition  submitted  as  an 
'amendment  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  intended  to  present  to  the  Senate 
the  question  of  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the 
States,  having  come  before  them  on  the  responsi* 
bility  of  a  Senator,  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  the 
Senate,  in  the  present  emergency,  not  to  meet  the 
question  fully,  fairly,  and  openly.  He  then  said 
he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  hope 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  would  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  motion  which  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  MsaaicK]  intimated  his  inten- 
tion to  submit.  The  language  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  admonished  them  of 
the  consequences  which  would  be  fairly  deduced  if 
the  Senate  adopted  this  side  way  of  disposing  of  the 
question;  that  delusive  hopes  would  be  entertained 
that  this  Government  would  endorse  the  faltering 
credit  of  the  States,  by  directly  or  indirectly  assu- 
ming their  debts.  Snch  (said  he)  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  express 
its  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  negative  act  o{  a 
Ikilure  to  express  an  opinion  against  the  assump- 
tion, would  be  construed  as  giving  a  shadow  of 
countenance  to  the  scheme.  He  appealed  to  the 
Senate  to  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  to  make  the 
Tote  of  laying  the  resolations  on  the  table  a  test 
question* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  very  much  impressed 
with  the  same  considerations  exprened  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Ifr.  Mkbrick,]  that  a 
protracted  discussion  on  these  resolutions  and 
amendments  would  obstruct  the  pressing  and  ne- 
cessary business  of  Congress  yet  to  be  acted  upon 
this  session.  There  were  but  fifteen  days  of  the 
session  yet  unexpired,  during  which  a  very  large 
number  of  public  and  private  bills  must  be  acted 
upon.  No  compensating  benefit  could  be  expected 
from  the  discussion  of  mere  abstract  questions  lead- 
ing to  no  action;  for  experience  had  shown  that 
resolutions  of  this  kind  were,  from  time  to  time, 
offered  and  discussed  at  former  sessions,  for  weeks 
upon  weeks,  without  leading  to  aoy  practical  re- 
sults. He  instanced  several  occasions,  within  a 
few  years  back,  in  which  much  time  bad  been  de- 
voted to  abstract  discussions.  At  the  same  time, 
as  the  question  of  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts,  or  of  assisting  the  States  lo  get  out  of  their 
indebtedness,  had  been  mooted,  he  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  it  was  now  necessary  to  have 
some  unequivocal  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Senate  on  that  point,  and  would  te  glad 
if  it  could    be  brought   up   either   in    the  form 

Sroposed  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
lives,]  or  in  seme  other  form;  for  he  desired  an 
opportunity  to  give  expression  to  bis  sentiments? 
Bat  be  feared  so  much  discu&sion  would  take  place, 
and  so  many  subjects  of  controversy  would  be 
opened  up  t^efore  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  could  come  up,  that  an  opportunity 
would  not  be  afforded  of  taking  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  directly  on  the  question;  and  he  could, 
therefore,  wish  it  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Senator  as  a  distinct  proposition,  en  which  a  vote 
could  be  taken  directly.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would,  how- 
ever, call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  mak^  a  report  on  the  memorials  and  pe- 
titions which  had  been  referred  te  that  committee 
in  such  numbers  during  the  session,  and  hoped  he 
would  be  prepared,  in  a  day  of  two,  to  make  that 
report. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  no  petitions  were  before 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debis. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  were  great  num- 
bers of  petitions  and  memorials  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  o''  issuing  Government  scrip, 
based  on  the  public  lands,  to  the  amount  oi 
1300,000.000,  for  the  relief  of  the  States,  which  was 
the  same  thing. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  petitions  in  relation 


to  a.cnrreicy  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of 
that  kind  bad  been  referred  to  the  committee;  but 
ihey  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  referred  the  Senator  to  the 
very  last  petition  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  presented,  and 
which  had  been  referred  te  the  committee. 

Mr.  ARCHEft  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  that,  the  question  having  come  before  the 
Senate— no  matter  in  what  shape,  or  how — it 
would  not  now  do  to  give  it  the  go-by;  and  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  direct  vote  upon  it.  He  also 
concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  in  the 
necessity  of  applying  the  remaining  time  of  the 
session  to  the  real,  practical  business  of  legislation. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  suggestion  he  would  throw 
out  would  meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
every  Senator.  It  was,  that,  after  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  (who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  to 
whom  it  Is  in  <!Onrtesy  due)  shall  have  expressed 
his  views  to-morrow,  the  vote  on  the  amendments, 
in  their  order,  add  then  on  the  resolutions,  will  be 
suffered  to  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  seeing  that  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  in  favor  of  a  speedy  termination  of  a  dis- 
cussion which,  if  it  proceeded,  would  obstruct 
the  public  business,  Would  most  cheerfully  waive 
any  intention  he  had  of  accompanying  bis  amend- 
ment with  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  sorry  the  Senator  waived 
his  right  to*the  floor;  for  he  was  assured,  even  if 
any  indulgence  were  implied  in  the  opportunity,  it 
was  fully  due,  and  would  be  gladly  accorded  to  a 
Senator  who  bad  so  seldom  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege  to  address  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  A) 
would  suggest  that,  as  soon  as  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  direct  vote  on  ttie  question,  which  it 
seemed  now  so  necessary  to  meet  openly  and  frank- 
ly, could  be  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Rivbs;]  and  that  be- 
ing disposed  of,  on  any  other  amendments  to  be 
offered,  and^finally  on  the  resolutions  themselves, 
without  any  debate. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  very  cheerfully  waived  any 
right  of  accompanying  his  resolutions  with  any  re- 
marks, in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  his 
colleague. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought,  as  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  had  waived  bis  right  to  speak,  and  the 
Senator  (torn  Virginia  had  done  the  same,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  proceeding  at 
once,  to  tbe  vote,  and  the  whole  matter  might  be 
disposed  of  in  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected,  that  there  was  not, 
at  that  late  hour,  a  full  att^dance  of  Senators;  and 
it  was  extremely  desirable  every  Senator  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  upon 
such  a  momentous  subject.  He  would,  therefore, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  agreeing,  by  general  con- 
sent, to  take  tbe  vote  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  and 
let  it  be  understood  that  a  full  attendance  will  be 
expected  at  that  hour. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not,  understand  the  addi- 
tional resolution  on  the  subject  of  State  credit, 
which  was  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  had 
auy  bearing  whatever  on  the  question  of  the  as- 
sumption of  the  State  debts.  He  thought  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  take  silent  votes  on  snch  incon- 
gruous lesoluiions  and  amendment;;  for  if  all  were 
adopted,  they  would  make  a  string  of  conti-adic- 
tions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  should  persist  in  his  notice,  that 
if  the  discussion  was  to  proceed,  he  should  move 
to  morrow  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
He  would  do  this,  net  to  evade  any  question,  but 
simply  to  get  forward  with  tbe  public  business. 
'At  such  a  late  period  of  the  session,  it  was  insuf- 
ferable that  every  possible  question  of  agitation 
which  distracted  the  country  should  be  got  up  to 
the  total  annihilation  of  all  the  practical  legiUaiive 
duties  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  gave  way  to  - 

Mr.  LINN,  who  submitted  a  resolution  which 
he  had  intended  to  offer  in  the  morning  hour.  Af- 
ter which, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  observed  that,  yielding  to  the 
very  forcible  reasons  nrged  by  the  Senator  from 


Maryland,  much  as  he  desired  to  Mtwer  tone  «r 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  be  wosM 
waive  all  i i^^ht  of  reply,  on  the  oBderstandiBg  thai 
the  question  on  the  amendments  and  reiolntkMM 
would  be  taken  to-morrow,  at  1  otloek,  wiihovt 
debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINl^, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUS&  OF  RBPRESENTATIVBB. 
TnssDiT,  February  14, 1843. 
Mr.  UTTLBFIELD  of  Maine  presented  a  pati* 
tion  signed  by  certain  widows  of  officers  and  0ol> 
diers  of  the  revolutionary  war,  lo  wits  Jane  BeeOTd, 
Abigail  Record,  MiriaM  Hull,  Margaret  ToMv, 
Hannah  Lombard,  Betsey  Penfilly,  Sarah  FreBckp 
Sylva  Conant,  Lucy  Bailey,  Mary  SteveBs,  M»t> 
garet  Cusfamaa,  Mary  Needham,  Rachel  Field, 
Anna  Gold|  Sarah  Perkins,  Mary  Hnbbard.  Sarah 
Sturtevant,  Elixabeth  Fletcher,  Mtry  Holrnea. 
Mary  Fuller,  Jennet  Washburn,  Polly  Soile, 
Naomi  Briggs,  Mehitable  Perkins,  Anna  Tucker, 
and  Sarah  Gardner,  residing  in  Buekfield  and  vi- 
cinity, Oxford  county,  Maine,  praying  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  pension  law  of  July  7, 1838;  whiek 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union— a  bill  for  that  pnrpoae  being 
DOW  before  that  committee. 

Bir.  BOWNB  presented  the  petiikMi  of  Fred^ 
rick  Juliand  and  S9  other  eitiaeis  of  Qteeae^  Ch6» 
nango  county.  New  York,  praying  that  Ooagnsa 
will  promptly  aet  npon  i^iid  adopt  the  ezeheqaer, 
or  phin  of  finance,  as  recommended  by  the  ftesi- 
dent. 

kr.  McKBON  presenled  the  petition  of  mhalt- 
tantsof  the  city  of  New  York,  pray  ing  form  ledamkia 
of  the  expenses  of  the  National  GoveniaMnt,  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  a  ledvdifla 
of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr  J.  T.  MASON  laid  on  the  table  additioMa 
Mpers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Jona.  Sbafer  d 
Washington  county,  Maryland:  refened  lo  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Ciaima. 

Mr.  JACK  presented  the  petition  of  117 
citizens  of  Clearfield  ooanty,  in  Pennsylvania,  pul- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mwd  route  along  the 
Snow  Shoe  tnmpike,  in  said  ooanly:  refened  lo 
tbe  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

BXCHEaUBR. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  and  inquired  if  there  was 
a  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  said  that,  without  moviaf 
any  special  order,  he  shonld  ask  the  Honae  to  go 
into  committee  on  Thursday,  with  a  view  to  tahs 
up  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  gentleman  tnm 
Massadinsetts,  [Mr.  Cushimo,]  and  the  aabttitaie 
for  that  bill  submitted  b/liimself.  He  wished  that 
subject  to  have  preference  over  all  other  bi 

Mr.  ARNOLD  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
to  call  op  the  special  order,  (bill  No.  548;) 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  wished  lo 
whether  the  special  order  overrode  all  other  ban- 
ness,  the  morning  hour  indnded. 

Tbe  SPBAKBR  said  it  did. 

At  the  request  ef  several  gentlemen,  Mr.  AR^ 
NOLD  yielded  the  floor,  with  a  view  to  the  renf 
tion  of  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  petition  froM  tbe 
State  of  Maryland,  numerously  signed,  aaking  for 
the  relief  of  Amos  Kendall  from  the  fine  impoesd 
on  him  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dibtriet  M  O^ 
lombia. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  select  conunittce  on 
the  coast  survey,  made  a  report. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  presented  a  petition  from  theeiiy 
of  New  York,  numerously  signed,  praying  a  re- 
ductipn  of  postages,  and  the  passage  of  bill  Mo. 
548.    [Laoghter.1 

Mr.  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  en 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  claim  of 
John  J.  Bulow. 

Mr.  RANDALL  of  BAaine,  from  the  CommStm 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Blooming  Yomh; 
a  bill  for  the  reliif  of  the  owners  and'  crew  of  the; 
schooner  Dove,  of  Lippican;  and  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  owners  and  crew  of  the  sehooaer  Flo- 
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lillas  read  twiee^  and  referred  to  ihe  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  House. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  several  Senate  Mils,  with- 
ont  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblic  Lands,  reported  i  joint  resolation  in  relation 
to  bonnty  land  patents:  read  a  third  time»  and 
passed. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  adverse  repoit  npon  the 
petitioa  of  Cadwallader  Wallace. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  Commit- 
tee ottPablic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
sale  of  pablie  lands  in  ceruin  cases.  Read  twke, 
and  nientd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  t|ie  Union. 

Mr.  T.  also  reported  Senate  bills  *no  perfect 
the  titles  to  lands  sonth  of  the  Arkansas  river,  heM 
lader  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre-emption 
rights  under  the  act  of  1814,"  and  "An  act  in  re- 
lai^  to  the  two  per  cent  fond  of  the  State  of 
MissiflsippL"  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr«  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
pQbtic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regalate  the  mode 
of  paying  ov«r  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  two 
per  eent.  f and  relinqmished  to  said  State  by  the  act 
eemmonly  known  as  tbt  distribution  act  of  1841. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BR1GG8, 
CHAPMAN,  OWIN,  STANLY,  and  JACOB 
THOMPSON  participated,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committve  t»f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Mon. 

THE  WAREHbUSINQ  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  insUncted 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  testate  that  it  was 
their  desire  that  the  warehousing  bill  shoald  be 
taken  np,  and  a  day  set  apart  for  its  consideration. 
As  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  whether  the 
House  would  consider  the  bill  this  session  or  not, 
he  mo?ed  to  siake  it  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
House  as  to  their  disposition  to  act  npon  it.  He 
made  the  motioo*  and  desired  the  vote  on  it  to  be 
considered  as  a  test 

Mr.  CAYS  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  moUon 
was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

BIr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  would  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  making  the  motion  he  had  i»- 
tiaated, 

THE  DISTMCT  BANKS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  said  he  was  instructed  to 
report  a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  recharier  of  the  District  banks.  He 
wished  the  vote  on  the  resolution  to  be  made  a 
test  vote. 

Tbe  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

JZctotped,  That  the  Comaiittee  of  the  Whole  Houm  be  die* 
Atvged  fiooi  the  ruitber  eooeideiation  of  the  bill  lo  extend  the 
chanen  of  tho  banks  of  the  Dteia  of  Colombia,  beiog  Houee 
baiNo.e76. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion. 

They  were  taken,  and  resulted— yeas  87,  nays 
108,  as  foUows: 

YEAS  Meaita.  Arriogton,  Beeeoo,  Bldlact,  Bhrdeeye,  Blair, 
•mte,  Bowoe,  Brewvter,  A.  V,  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke, 
WUIIas  O.  BuUei^  Green  W.  CaMwell,  Patrick  0.  Cald* 
weB,  John  Campbell,  Caiy,  Caeey,  Chapmao,  Clifford,  Clin- 
too,  Colec  DanieL  Richard  D.  DaTis,  DawMO,  Dean,  Doan, 
~    taMB,  John  Bdwarda,  John  O.  Ptoyd,  Chariee  A.  Floyd, 


fbnaaee,  Oerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Gheode,  Gordon,  Gue- 
tloe,Owia,  HteiK  Haatiogs,  Haja,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houe* 
ton,  Habard,  Hunter,  Cbarlee  J.  Incereoll,  Jack,  Cave  John- 
•00,  JohB  W.  Jonee,  Kelm,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lmn,  Liuiefiek), 
LowelL  Abiaham  McClellan,  IftcKay,  Mallory,  Marchand.  Al- 
fnA  Harahall,  John  Tboniaon  Maeon,  Bfathews,  Miller,  Mitch- 
ell,  Newhard,  Partridge,  Pickene,  Plamer.  Reed,  Redinr,  Rev- 
DeM%  RiMi,  Rosera,  Rooeevelt,  Sanford,  aaondera,  Shieldii, 
WIRiam  MiUth,  Hayder,  Steenrod,  Stratton,  Sweney,  Jacob 
noomoa,  Van  Baren,  Waller,  Weetbrook,  Joaeph  L.  Wil- 
iMMkWood,  and  John  Yoong— 87. 

NAVi— iMTa.  Adaihe,  Landaff  W.  Andrewa,  Bherlock  J. 
AadNiii.  Arnold,  Ajrerigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Brifli^Aockwaj,  Broaaon.  M.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Bur- 
MaTwlWam  Butler,  Caftoon,  TiMMDaB  J.  Campbell,  Ca* 
mhoH^  Clilldi,  ChiueDden,  John  C.  Clark,  Jaosea  Cooper, 
OowM,  Ocaoalon,  Craveoa,  Crawford,  Garreu  DaTli%  Deber- 
nr,  Brerett,  Feeeenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrenoe  Foeur,  Gatea, 
OMVy,  OMdlM,  Giaagar,  Gieea,  HaU,  HakMad,  Henry,  How 


llAhlot,  Mattocke,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morria,  Mor* 
row,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearco.  Pendleton,  Pope,Powell,  Ram* 
aey.  Benjamin  Randall,  Alezanoer  Randall,.  Rayner,  Rancher, 
Ridgwar,  Rodney,  Jamee  M.  RnawII,  Saltonstall,  Bhepperd, 
0laae,Troman  Smith.  BpriM,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Alezanoer  H. 
H.  Stuart,  John  T.  StoartJlnmmers,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W. 
Thompeon.  TiUiojhaiit,  Toland,  Triplett,  TrotU,  TrnmbulL 
Underwood,  Van  Reoiselaer,  Warren,  Washington,  Edward 
D.  White.  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  WiUiajna,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke.  and  Augustus 
Young— 106. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table* 

Mr.  WSLLBR  demsnded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

the  adoption  of  Uie  resolution.    He  said  to  extend 

the  ebarter  of  six  banks  in  this  District  for  ten 

years,  without  ons.  mmiuni^  conmleraltofior  deAsIs, 

was  an  outrage  upon  all  propriety  in  legislation. 

The   resolution  was  then  adopted— yeas  114, 

nays  1^,  as  follows: 

YBAS-Meanro.  Adams.  AlleI^  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Boardman,  Brim  SrockwaT.  BronsotvMiltoa 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  WuHam  Butler,  Calhoun,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Gbilds,  Chittehden,  John  C.  Claik, 


Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Cudiing,  Garrett  Datia, 
Debeiry,  Everetk  Feaaenden.  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Ctamble,  Gatee,  Gentrr,  Gidoinga,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham, 


Qianger,  Green,  Uawted.  Henry,  Hohnea,  Howard,  Uodaon, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irrln,  Jamea,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  He- 
Kennan,  Samson  Mason,  Malhiot,  Matlocka,  Blazwell,  Maj- 
nard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owaiev,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  PowelL  Ramsey,  Beojamin 
RandsJL  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  lUggs,  Rod- 
ney, William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall.  Shop- 
perd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Spria,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Johd  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Talia- 
ferroL  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilllnchaat,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  RanasAaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Whithrop,  Wise,  Torke,  and  Aagustos 
Toong^lM. 

NAYS-Messrs.  Arringtoo,  Atherton,  Beeeoo,  BkUack,  Birds- 
eye,  Blair,  Bowne.  Brewster,  Aaron  v.  Brown,  Chas.  Brown, 
Burke,  William  o.  Butler,  Green  W.  CaldWelU  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Cary,  Casey, 
Chapman,  CUfford,  CUotbn,  Coles,  Richard  D-Davia,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Doan,  Eastman, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John 


6.  Ploydt  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Oerryt  Gilmer,  Wil 
liam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hastlnas, 
Hays,  Hopkins.  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  iDgeraoll,  William  w.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Linn,  Liulefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeoo, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason, 
Mathews,  MedilL  Miller,  Mitchell,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Par- 
tridge, Payne,  Pickens.  Plumen  Raad,  Reding.  Reynolds, 
Rogers,  Rooeerelt,  Saniovd,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shlelde,  Steen- 
rod, Sweney,  Jacob  Ttiompson,  Troui,  Tumey,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Watterson,  Welter,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  WUliams,' 
and  John  Young--96. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  rose,  to  moye  that  the  bill 
649  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thtirs- 
day  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
make  that  motion,  aniess  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  hoped  general  consent 
would  be  given;  for  the  bill  was  a  yery  important 
one.  [It  was  understood  to  be  the  bill  to  saspend 
the  operation  of  the  districting  section  of  the  sp- 
portionment  bill,  under  the  late  census.] 

Mr.  BARNARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  allow  committees  to  be  called 
for  reports,  before  he  introduced  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  caHing  of  committees 
for  reports  was  the  business  in  order;  and  he  con- 
tinued the  cal]».  beginnio^with  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  joint  resolution  relating  to 
certain  poblic  property  purchased  for  the  noited 
States  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  It  was  read  twice} 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  was  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  resolation 
for  ihe  printing  of  the  memorial  of  Jesse  Hoyt, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Hou^  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  requested  permission  lo  make 
a  personal  explanation  on  that  subject,  as  he  had 
been  abused  by  that  man  [Jesse  Hoyt]  in  the  news- 
papers. He  then  went  on,  by  general  consent,  to 
make  some  statements  of  ihe  reasons  he  bad  for 
offering  a  resolution  in  this  House  on  this  subject 
at  the  last  session,  as  Jesse  Hoyt  had  attributed  to 
hhn  unworthy  motives.  He  read  extracts  from 
the  reports  of  the  commissioners  who  were  sent  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house; from  which  he  found  that  Jesse  Hoyt — a 
man  who  was  guilty  of  robbing  the  public  treas- 
ury— had,  in  his  character  of  collector,  charged 
$301,508  in  addition  to  his  other  fees  allowed  by 


the  Government;  and  he  had  wished  to  know  if  the 
Government  was  in  the  habit  of  allowing  such 
charges.  He  said  he  could  not  have  had  any  per- 
sonal object  in  abusing  Jesse  Hoyt,  for  he  did  not 
eyen  Unow  the  man,  though  he  believed  he  was 
introduced  to  him  some  years  ago,  when  Jesse 
Hoyt  bore  the  character  of  an  honest  man;  but 
that  was  a  long  time  ago.  This  explanation  which 
he  now  made  was,  perhaps,  uimecessary;  and  for 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  with  it,  perhaps 
he  ought  to  apologise;  for  the  abuse  of  a  rogue 
like  Jesse  Hoyt — who  was  cast  off  even  by  the  sub- 
terranean Locofoco  Democracy  ef  New  York,  at- 
tached as  they  were  to  plunder— could  affect  oo 
honest  man. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  letter  to  which  the 
{gentleman  fVom  Connecticut  referred— which  had 
been  published  in  the  public  papers— was  one 
which  no  decent  man  could  countenance;  but  the 
memorial  (the  printing  of  which  he  now  moved)  was 
respectful  in  its  character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  interrupted  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Baritabd,]  who  was  proceeding 
with  his  remarks,  and  said  the  debate  was  useless. 
He  inquired  if  the  morning  hour  had  not  expired, 
and  expressed  his  anxiety  that  the  House  would 
not  consume  its  time  with  useless  discufsions, 
when  the  day  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  special  or- 
der— whicb^as  his  bill  No.  548. 

The  SPKIkER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  committees  were  called  for  reports 
by  general  consent. 

After  some  few  observations  from  several  gen* 
tiemen,  the  question  of  printing  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  Senate  bill  without  amendment 
It  was  an  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir^ 
cuit  courts  of  the  district  of  Connecticut;  and  as  it 
was  unobjectionable,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  enable  him  (Mr.  Civs 
Jobksoh)  to  make  a  report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Retr4>nchment. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  privileged  question^ 
amidst  great  confusion;  and  some  explanation  en* 
sued  between  him  and  the  Speaker,  which  was  not 
audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BONDa 

Mr.  GWIN  rose,  and  desired  permission  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  which  were  of  an  explanato- 
ry character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  there  were  at  least  twenty 
gentlemen  who  desired  the  floor;  and  he  could  not 
yield. 

He,  however,  afterwards  consented,  on  an  ex- 
planation of  Mr.  GwiN*s  object. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  ihe  indulgence  of  the  House 
a  moment  to  enable  him  to  reply  to  some  state- 
menu  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Granobb]  on  Saturday  last,  as  reported  te 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  morning.  He  would 
remark  that,  from  the  noise  around  him  during 
the  time  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the  House, 
he  had  not  heard  the  gentleman  nuke  the  state- 
ments as  they  are  reported^  or  he  would  have  cor- 
rected them  at  the  time.  The  gentleman  is  report- 
ed to  have  said: 

'^Mr.  GEAnan  cunt  not  hero  to  speak  with  dftnepeet  of 
any  man  who  had  been  elevated  to  the  chief  magiatracr  of  one 
of  the  States  of  this  confederacy;  bat  let  centleraen,  after  the 
execution  o(  these  bonds— after  tbe  sale,  delivery,  and  receipt 
of  thee5,000,000— tumto  the  message  of  Governor  McNatt. 
and  what  did  they  fiodi  That  be  had  yielded  his  individval 
opinions  lo  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Mlseissippf*  The  bonds 
had  been  issued;  there  wan  no  pretence  that  the  #5,000,000  had 
not  been  received;  but  when  the  pay  day  came,  the  norabiy  of 
Mississippi  pocketed  the  S^iOOOjOOO,  and  started  back  with  holy 
horror  at  the  Idea  of  paying  what  they  bad  received  1" 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Gwin,)  this  statement  is  a  tissue 
of  misrepresentations  of  fact—no  doubt  uninten- 
tiooal.  The  expression  attributed  to  (Governor 
McNott  was  made  in  reference  to  signing  the  bank 
charter,  and  not  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds.  As  to 
the  statement  that  theipe  was  no  pretence  that  the 
five  millions  of  dollars  had  not  been  received,  the 
gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.  It  is  not  the 
fact— not  a  word  of  it;  for  the  main  groand  taken 
by  the  party  in  that  State  who  are  opposed  to  aa- 
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c(m3m»nof^Aj^  oiiObe. 


saming  ibe  payment  of  these  bonds,  is,  ibat  the 
money  was  never  received  by  the  State,  but  by  the 
bank;  for  whose  act«  and  d^bts  the  State  is  not  lia- 
ble, as  the  act  under  which  it  was  organized 'is  un- 
eonstitational  and  of  no  effect,  so  far  as  the  liabili- 
ty of  the  State  is  concerned.  A^  to  having  pocket- 
ed the  five  millions,  and  t^tarling  back  with  horror 
"When  pay-day  i^ame,  there  is  more  poetry  than 
trath  in  it.  The  State  ba^  always  been  willing  to 
appropriate  every  dollar  of  the  assets  of  the  bank 
to  the  payment  of  the  bonds,  except  that  portion 
'Which  has  been  paid  to  the  bank  by  repudiation 
under  the  bankraptlaw,  and  thus  passed  out  of  the 
control  of  the  bank.  He  presumed  the  gentleman 
entertained  no  holy  horror  at  thns  destroying  the 
means  ef  the  bank  to  ip^y  these  bonds,  to  the 
amount  of  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  gentleman  stated  further,  that  the  bonds 
"were  sold  above  par.  This  is  not  the  fact.  They 
irere  sold  under  par,  if  gold  and  silver  was  to  be 
the  standard,  ana  on  a  credit;  in  both  respects  vio- 
lating the  unconstitutional  supplement  under  which 
they  were  issued.  The  bank  sold  her  checks  upon 
this  fund  at  a  premium,  it  is  true,  in  exchange  for 
her  irredeemable  depreciated  paper.  She  first  dis- 
honored ber4>aper,  and  then  snaved  the  holders  in 
selling  her  checks;  and  this  is  called  selling  her 
bonds  above  par. 

He  would  detain  the  House  no  longer  at  present^ 
yet  he  would,  before  the  session  closed,  pay  bis  re- 
spects to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Geahgsr,]  as  a  teacher  of  morals  to  the  State  of 
Hissifisippi,  as  it  may  be  instructive  to  the  people 
of  that  State  to  kn6w  who  the  bonor-and-dignity 
party  there  bad  selected  as  their  champion  here. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  before  he  proceeded  to 
oemmenton  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  he  would  make  a  remark  on  another 
subject.  He  then  quoted  from  the  published  re- 
ports of  the  debate  between  himself  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  on  a  previous  day. 

Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  wished  his 
diselaimer  to  be  broad.  He  considered  the  matter 
as  past.  Unlets  his  disclaimer  had  been  opade 
in  good  faith,  it  would  not  have  been  made  at  all. 
His  remarks  were  made  after  full  ad? isement;  and, 
bad  his  intention  been  to  insult  the  gentleman  from 
Biississippi,  no  disclaimer  whatever  would  have 
been  ofifered.  ^ 

Mr.  GWIN  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  to 
understand  the  gentleman  as  having  said  or  im- 
plied anvthing  derogatory  to  bim. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  be  did  not  mean  to  atuck 
the  character  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
He  wished  the  Heuse  and  the  nation  to  pafs  upon 
what  had  occurred  between  them. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  he  wished  to  know  distinctly, 
inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject, whether  he  attributed  to  him  any  conduct  un- 
Deceming  a  member  ef  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  a  gentleman. 

Bir.  GRANGER  said,  no;  he  did  not  intend  to 
assail,  in  any  manner^  the  conduct  or  motives  ^f 
the  gentleman  from  Biississippi.  He  further  stated 
that  he  felt  it  due  lo.himself  to  say  that  the  word 
''bragi^'at  the  conclusion  of  his  printed  speech, 
was  not  used  by  him. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  (Mr.Gaivaia 
yiekliBg  the  floors^  said  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  geotleman  from  New  York  to  other 
portions  of  his  reported  remaiks.  That  gentleman 
stated  that,  in  making  the  motion  be  did  a  few 
days  since,  bis  (Mr.  T.^s)  objects  wer?  two-fold: 
one  was  to  get  up  a  political  excitement;'  the  other 
was  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  credit  of  the  United 
dtates.  Now  (Mr.  T.  said)  he  was  incapable  of 
acting  in  his  representative  capacity  with  any  such 
objects  or  motives.  His  whole  course  in  this 
HottM  was  a  refutation  of  the  charges;  and  to 
make  such  allegations  was  doing  him  a  manifest  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  wished  to  get  up  a  political  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject,  and  he  also  supposed 
that  the  gentleman  wished,  by  getting  up  such  a  dis- 
eossion,  to  throw  upon  the  majority  in  Coof^ress  the 
responsibiKty  of  havina  brought  the  credit  of  the 
Government  of  the  UaSed  States  into  disrepute. 


Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  ana  said  that,  in  thus 
supposiuff,  he  supposed  what  was  false. 

Mr.  GRANGER.    What  did  you  say? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that,  in  supposing  hittt 
to  act  with  the  imputed  objects,  he  [Mr.  GaAiMsa] 
supposed  what  was  false. 

Mr*  GRANGER  resumed,  and  proceeded  to  vin* 
dicate  himself  from  the  diaige  that  he  bad  un- 
justly declared  that,  after  receiving  |5,006,00d 
upon  bonds  sold,  the  State  of  Mississippi  bad  repu- 
diated those  very  bonds.  He  bad  stated  no  more 
than  what  he  could  prove.  He  had  stated  that, 
under  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  the  Governor  of  that 
Stale  was  authorized  to  sign  a  large  amount  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  to  subscribe  to 
15,000,000  of  the  stock  of  that  institution.  The 
Governor  did  sign  the  bonds,  and  did  subscribe  to 
the  stock  of  the  bank;  The  bonds^-to  the  amount 
of  |5,000,000^were  sold,  and  the  money  paid, 
and  became  the  capital  of  the  bank.  The  bonds 
were  sold  for  |5,080,000;  being  a  premiitra  of 
#80,000. 

Mr.  GWIN  rose  to  make  a  correction.  The 
bank  issued  post  notes,  which  were  irredeemable, 
and  under  par.  It  sold  its  checks  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  irredeemable  paper,  which 
never  was  at  par  with  gold  and  silver.  The  bonds 
were  sold  under  par,  and  payment  received  in  irre- 
deemable paper,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  violation 
both  of  the  charter  of  (he  bank,  and  of  the  supple- 
mental charter*  which  was  passed  subsequently. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  disclaimed  the 
idea  of  intending  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
Governor  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  condttion  and  his- 
tory of  the  Union  Bank  Of  Missls&ippi^con  tending 
that  the  supplemental  charter,  now  so  universally 
condemned,  was  passed  by  14  Wh^gs  and  36  Dem- 
ocrats. Its  charter  was  signed  by  the  Governor; 
and  subsequently  be  signed  |5,004000  of  bonds, 
in  accordance  with  that  charter.  The  bonds  were 
sold,  and  the  money  received  into  the  Union  Bank. 
How  did  the  authorities  of  Mississippi  then  treat 
this  institution?  They  recognised  it  as  a  bank, 
and  declared  that  the  dividends  on  the  |5,000,000 
riiould  go  towards  internal  improvement  and  edu- 
.cation.  Subsequently,  the  State  borrowed  |75,000 
of  the  bank,  and  then  |25,000  more.  It  caused 
certain  lots  in  Jackson  city  lo  be  sold,  and  received 
in  payment  promissory  notes,  which  it  caused  to  be 
discounted  as  mercantile  paper  at  this  same  Unioa 
Bank.  Mr.  G.  read  from  the  message  of  Gov. 
McNutt  in  1841.  in  which  the  Governor  treated  of 
the  fioanees  of  tne  State,  and  the  transactions  with 
the  Union  Bank.  It  would  be  perceived,  by  read- 
ing die  message,  that  the  Governor  declared  that  he 
had  yielded  to  the  public  will  in  what  he  had 
done. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  Governor  did  not  al- 
lude to  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  when  he  said  he  had 
yielded  to  the  public  will,  contrary  to  his  own  opin- 
ions; but  referred  to  his  having  signed  the  charter 
of  the  bank. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  reiterated  the  pe- 
sitions  which  he  bad  previously  assumed.  He 
contended  that  the  Governor  had  signed  the  bonds, 
and  complained  4bat  he  had  to  bear  the  odiom  of 
acts  which  he  did  not  sanction.  He  read  a  letter, 
written  in  May,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
gentlemsn  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gwiv}*— who  was 
to  be  the  bearer — would  explain  the  causes  of  the 
non*  payment  of  the  bonds,  Ac, 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  letter  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  was  written  by  Judge  Turner,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Mississippi.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
.never  heard  of  it  until  it  appeared  in  print. 
The  judge  wrote  to  him,  after  the  publication,  ask- 
ing if  he  (Mr.  G.)  recollected  having  carried  the 
letter,  and  alro  whether  he  remembered  having  a 
conversation  with  him  (Judge  T.)  upon  the  sub- 
ject; to  which  he  replied,  that  he  recollected  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  the  letter  to  which  he  re- 
ferred was  written  to  show  that  the  Unioa  Bank 
never  received  but  |5,000,000  en  ibe  bonds. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  the  letter  was  written  afier  the 
bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  it  was  Uur,  bat  tbeGover- 
aor  signed  the  bonds* 


I       Mr.  GWIN.    Nobody  doubu  that. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and,  afler  some  far- 
ther remarkstconcluded  by  saying  mat,  had  the  Saaie 
of  Mississippi,  yielding  to  the  force  of  hard  timci^ 
asked  the  world  for  time  to  pay  her  obligations, 
instead  of  repudiating  them,  her  action  would  ntf 
have  had  the  disastrous  effect  on  the  credit  of  die 
country  which  was  now  experienced. 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  gWIN  wished  five  minutes  to  explain* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  declined  yiddipg. 

RBTEBNCHMBNT. 

Bfr.  ARNOLD  moVed  thai  the  Oeaniitlseer  ftt 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dfaetaaiiii 
from  the  further  con^deratiett  of  biU  No  S4e,  ia 
order  that  it  might  be  aeted  on  in  the  Hoass  at 
onoe. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  that  the  adoption  ef 
this  motion  would  predade  all  oppomndiy  kt 
aueadment.  He  proposed  to  the  gentleaMaie 
withdraw  his  motion  and  submit  a  resolaties,  that 
the  Committee  of  die  Whole  shall  prooeed  at  I 
o^ock  this  day  to  vole  upon  all 
offered,  or  that  may  be  ofiersd,  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  aeeepted  of  the  propositioa. 

The  resohiiion  for  tanng  the  bUl  oat^ 
tee  at  3  o^ock  to-day  was  then  agreed 
92,  noes  78. 

On  DQotioa  of  Mr.  ARNOLD  the  Haueceaalfid 
itself  into  a  (Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  JMi 
of  the  Union,  {Mr.  Baieesin  the  ehaiv.] 

House  bUl  No.  548,  "A  bUl  to  redaee  dieossi» 
pensation  to  the  oMmbers  of  the  Seaale,  laembsia 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  dsl^ 
gates  of  the  Territories,  and  repealing  all  the  laws 
on  the  subject,"  was  taken  up,  and  read  th^nlld^ 
together  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  dm 
Select  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  relhrred  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  as  a  sobstiuite 
for  the  bill;  which  was  read  for  information: 

A  BILL  to  retrench  the  expendHoree  of  the  Gorermneoi  of  tba 

Uaited  States. 

Beit  enaeUd  by  Uu  BenaU  and  Boute  ^  ReprtmniaH^m 
efthe  UnUBd  Stute§  of  Awurica  M  Om^riee  tMdtiw^hi. 
That,  from  and  after  the  90Ui  day  of  June  nezt,  the  pn  las 
emolumeote  of  all  offices  ezieunc  oo  the  4Ui  dej  of  Marco,  (le- 
clueire,)  1826,  under  the  Governnieoi  of  the  Hotted  Btaiii^ 
wbetlier  cirH, 
•incetbat  | 
then  were: 

emoluments  of  any  office  hare  been  reduced  since  ihe'4di  daf 
of  March,  1825,  thiiact  Aall  not  be  so  conimied  m  to  ctan|» 
such  reduction. 

Sso.  2.  Andbeit  fitrther  en^feled,  That, ftosMad  aAwAa 
30(h  dav  of  June  next,  the  pay  and  emolamentB  of  arwronee 
under  the  GoTernment  of  the  United  States,  whether  ciVu,  mfli- 
tarT,or  naval,  created  since  the  4th  of  March,  ISSS^  staU  be 
reoaced  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centom. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  itjwrthtr  enacted^  That  no  offloer  madm 
&e  Government  of  the  United  States  enall  be  allowed  any  exst 
oompensation  whatever. 


»de,  nnder  me  uovernment  oi  tne  uonaa  RVia 
liTil,  mUitarir,  or  naval,  which  hare  bean  locrsesed 
period,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  rata  at  which  ibsv 
:  Provided^  That,  in  every  case  where  the  pay  ni 


rate  of  fom  dollars. 

Sbo.  6.  And  bB  it  further  enact4dy  Tbaiall  lawaand 
of  laws  ioeonelsieot  with  this  aot  be,  and  the 
repealed. 

Blr.  HUNT  also  offered  ihe  foUowiag  as  a  sah- 
stitate  for  the  bill,  which  was  read  for  iaforaa- 

tion : 

Be  It  anaeud  by  Me  StnaU  and  BtttM  9f  ifijar ensigfieis 

of  ikt  United  SUUee  ef  America  m  Cbf|fr»st  smsmMM; 
That,  instead  of  the  daily  compensation  now  allowed  by  law, 
there  ehail  be  paid,  annually,  to  the  Seaaton,  BsiaeMlliiiii 
and  Delcfiies  from  Terraorles,  of  every  tauive  Ooagiwa  ef 
the  United  SCalesu  the  followinf  sams^  raspeetlvely,  thai  is  la 
ssy:  TothePMflideotof  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  whan  thwe 
IS  no  Vice  President,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Honeaof  Bep> 
reeentative^  three  thooeand  dollan  each;  to  each  Hmbut, 
(other  than  the  President  pro  tempore,  aa  aibreeaid,)  msrtir 
of  the  Hoaee  of  Represeiitative%  (other  than  the  Spedtar,) 
and  Delegate,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Sso.  2.  Andbeit  further  •naeied.TtMt  iAaddltio|itsih» 
pay  provided  for  in  the  first  section  oi  this  ad,  aacb 


at  every  eeesion  of  Coofreas,  and  ^very  meetiaf  ef  the  0eneli 
in  the  lecess  of  Oongreas,  aiW  the  ad  (fey  of  Much,  ieia,ibal 
be  allowed  and  paid  fovr  dollars  for  evenr  twenty  otileaof  e» 
timated  diMance,  b/the  raoel  oeoal  road,  from  hie  plaeeaf  nil* 
denoe  to  the  eeatof  Congresa,  at  the  oonuuenceaaent  aadeodoC 
every  such  seesion  and  meeting;  and  each  EepnasntativaaM 
Detefale  of  evaiy  lutore  CkMgrees  ahall  be  aUewid  aBdMM 
four  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  of  esNaatad  diKanD^igr 
the  most  usftal  road,  from  his  place  of  residence  to  the  ssat  at 
(9onfress,  at  the  comnanoementaai  end  of  aveiy  aaah  wmmm 
andtbeaforeaaid  altowanoeeshaUbecertlfiadaiidpsU,  ia  Iha 
same  manner  as  the  dally  compeosatioB  and  timrtl  foa»  (0 
members  of  (Tongreee  iMvelieretoaMa  been*- 

9mx2,Aiedbe  it  further  aiMeiNC,  That  aU  Mil  and  hMb 
of  acia,.ootliae«l^H«tof  n>»a*pansedQatoi>nMbw  af  mwrn^' 
aisana  af  (hi  Bsaiaitf  BapnemMlNiS  aadJMi^illsitf  aW* 


GO!<roRtsfiitll>rAL  mjom. 
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HloiMkbe,  Md  tht  wine  are  lidi«bT,  itfpMM,  from  and  after 
theUdij  of  March,  1843. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  atked  leave  to  offer 
I'laendiatnu 

•fe.  OUBHIVQ  ob«erved  that  tiMre  woaM  be 
time  enough  to  offer  aiiieodiiM&t»  after  the  debate 
hadaloead.  All  these  asieodiiieiits  were  eoasa- 
BUDf  the  riiort  time  allowed  for  debate,  and  he 
■hMtohjaet  lo  any  more  of  Hiem. 

^te  eOAIR  then  stated  that  fhe  bill  htrtef 
^la  vrferred  to  a  aileet  ooflotaiHiee,  and  reported 
back,  with  amendnents,  by  that  conBhiee,  the 
fegahr  order  of  prooeediDf  wbnld  be,  first  to  pa^s 
•a  ihe  aacadnieiita  of  the  oonnnittee,  and  ettoh 
fi— nkiiwls  as  od^hrbe  oflbred  \<y  them;  and  then 
toieaaider  siwh  aaeadnients  as  nright  be  offered 
hgp'Bettbeie  of  the  Hoase. 

*11ie  ameBdnMnts  of  the  conmittee  were  then 
leai;  -and  theqneatioo  wis  pot  on  the  first  amead- 
tMatpropoaed,  sabstitatlng  the  5ih  day  of  Decem- 
ber leit  for  the  1st  day  of  NoTembeis  [4he  time 
the  hitt  iarto  go  into  operation,]  and  deeided  in  the 


MMB 


»»*■ 


ilH*kMHMfe*i 


Ifr.  MOORE  offered  sereral  amendnients,  whM 
Vtesaoi'heanl;  bat  the  Chair  deeided  ihem  to  be 
oat  of  order. 

Mr.  GUSHING  awv«d  to  strike  ont  the  first 
of  the  biU;  bm  the  Chair  deeided  the 
It  not  to  be  in  order. 

Afierm  confeisatioa  on  points  of  order  by  Metiers. 
GSHIHG,  MOORE,  ARNOLD,  BARNARD^ 
and  the  CHAIR,  daring  which  there  was  a  good 
dail.of  noise  and  oonfiision,  and  no  praetiaal 
Malt, 

Mr.  CO^KNO  moTod  that  the  eomaritiee  rise; 
whieh  laoiioD  was  rejeeied— ayes  70,  noes  73. 

Mr.  GU8HINO  then  mored  that  the  eommltiee 
iMe  and  report  the  WIU 

Mr.ARNC^D  dahnod  the  floor,  and  said  he 
woald  not  yield  it  for  any  saeh  motion.  The  gen- 
tieaan  aigfat  go  on  and  disease  the  pending 
MMndiieat  ii  he  pleased. 

Mr.  OUBRINQ  inqaired  of  the  Chair  whether 
in  this  amendment  he  might  disenss*  the  qnestion 
of  the  aoBipeneation  of  members  of  Congress 
raeraUj. 

the  CHAIR  said  it  wonid  not  be  in  order  to  do 
so. 

Ifr.  CU6HING.  Then  I  anderstand  there  is  no 
winr  of  disenseing  the  merits  of  this  bill. 

ihe  qnestion  wte  then  pnt  on  the  neit  amend- 
aMm,  which  wsas  to  insert  the  word  *<mileage"  in 
the  90di  line,  so  as  to  make  the  sentenee  read 
*9%  9emltar  sMI  be  aHowed  for  mileage  a  snm 
eneedfaig  six  dollars  per  day"— bnt  no  qnormm 


The  CHAIR  made  a  connt  of  the  Honse,  and 
ascertained  that  a  qnomm  was  present. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  proyiding  that  no  member  of  Con* 
cress  shall  receive  a  greater  snm  for  mileage  ttian 
sis  reasonable  trarelliog  expenses  (torn  the  plaoe 
of  his  residence  to  the  seat  of  GoTemment,  to- 
gether %ith  |8  per  day  for  every  day*s  travel. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inqoired  where  the  amend«> 
BMat  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  was 
iatoided  to  come  in. 

Mr.  HOLMRS  replied.  Anywhere  yon  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  if  the  amendment  did  not 
apn^,  he  shotrid  object. 

Mr.  HOLMES  soggested  that  it  shonld  come  in 
after  the  word  "mileage.^^ 

Great  confusion  ensoed,  in  the  conrse  of  which 
Bany  gentfemen  were  on  the  floor  speaking  at 
the  SaaM  time.  Ultimately  the  committee  agreed 
to  rise,  and  the  committee  rose  accordingly  at 
krif  past  1  o^lock,  and  repotted  progress. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  rose  to  a  privileged  qnes- 

tfcNI. 

TheSPSAKRR  inquired  if  it  was  of  a  personal 
■atars. 

Mr.  CWHING  replied  that  the  Chair  wonld 
)ldge  when  lie  had  made  his  motion;  bnt  he  should 
kave  theopportnnity  to  appeal,  if  the  Chair  shonld 
decide  agamst  him.  He  then  moved  a  reconsid- 
aiation  of  Hia  vote  ty  which  it  was  agreed  to  fix  on 
thf«e  o^dhfk  to  .^rmhmte  debate  in  committee  of 


the  whole;  and  on  that  he  moved  the  previous 
qnestion,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  pnt  the  question  on  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question;  and  there  was  a  second, 
and  the  main  qaestion  wan  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CUSHING  withdrew  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  bnt  it  was  renewed  in  another  qi  arter, 
and  they  wcre^ordered.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
then  taken,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  nega- 
tived—yeas  83,  nays  110,  as  folio «rs: 


TEAS— Mmkv.  AduM,  Arlington,  Athertoo,  Bidlack,  BUck, 
Bolts,  Bowne,  Brewiter,  Charles  Brown,  Barke,  William 
Bmler,  William  O.  BaUer,  Groen  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
GWdwelL  Carj,  Clirord,  CHinCoo,  Coles,  Colquiil,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Edward  Cross,  Cashing.  DanieL  Richard  D.  Davis^ 
Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  Ferris,  John  G.  Flojd,  Oeny,  Gilmer, 
Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon.  Gasiine,  Gwio,  Harris,  Hasttngi^ 
Holmesk  Hopkins,  Howaro«  Hubard,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ineer- 
toH,  WlNlmD  ^.  Irwin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kstai,  Llttle^ld, 
Lowell,  Robert  IfeOelliiD,  tMcKsoo.  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Al< 
Apsd  Maisliallj  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medilt,  Mil- 
ler, Newharo,  OHter,  Oabome,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Read, 
Rocete,  Roosevelt,  8aKonst«ll,  Sanrord^h)elds,Slad^  William 
amiih,  Sweney,  T>3atafern>,  Jacob  Thompson.  TlUinchast, 
Trotti,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Westhrook,  Joseph  L.  Wliite, 
Wimbrop,  Wise,  and  Wood-«62. 

KAYS— Messrs.  LafMUfTW.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Bahoock, 
Baker,  Bflmard,  Barton,  Beeson,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremi^  Brown,  CaHtomi.  J<»lm 
Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Camth- 
ers,  Casey,  Chapman,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowen,  CraAstnn,  Cra^ 
▼eas,  Crawford,  Garrftt  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry.  John  Ed* 
wards,  John  C.  Edwards,  llgt>ert,  Brerett,  Fillmore,  For- 
nance.  Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry  Patrick  G.  GoOde,  Chratutro, 
Giaoger,  Green,  Hall,  HalMed,  Hays,  Henry,  Honck,  Houston, 
HfNkion,  J.  R.  Infersoll,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jonss,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lewis,  Ltnn,  Abrtfiam 
McClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  Thomas  F.  ManAiall,  Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Mortaa,  Morris,  Morrow,  Owsley,  Pormenter,  Partridge, 
Penoleton,  Pope,  Pnwell,  Ramsey,  Beniamin  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Rancher,  Reynold  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Wll- 
Ham  Ruasell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saonders,  Sewell,  Bbepperd, 
Tnraian  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenmd,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Scuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sammers,  Toland,  TripletL  Troroboll, 
Taney,  Underwood,  Van  Renseelaer,  warren,  Washington, 
Welter.  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Torke,  Aagostat  Tomig,  and  John  Yoonc— 110. 

Mr.  MALLORT  moved  a  eall  of  the  Home. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  anderatood  to  deprecate  that 
motion  as  onneeoffsary,  and  as  a  dodging  of  the 
qnestion. 

Mr.  MALLORT  said  he  never  dodged  anything; 
he  always  sailed  under  an  open  flag. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.    Then  meet  the  qnestion  now. 

Mr.  MALLORT.  I  will  meet  it  now,  and  elM- 
where,  too. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  MALLORY  called  for  tellers  on  bis  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  Messrs.  Willcr  and 
BoAaoMiN  were  appointed ;  and  they  reported  a 
majority  in  favor  of  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  thus— yeas  65,  nays  130. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole:  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  Gilmir  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  (o  be  iexcnsed.  He  could 
not  undertalte  to  keep  order  in  the  present  state  of 
the  committee.  Besides,  he  wished  to  offer  some 
amendments  himself. 

Mr.  UnDiawooD  was  then  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  committee  immediately  resumed  the  con* 
sideration  of  bill  No.  548. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  claim- 
ing the  floor  upon  an  amendment  which  be  offered 
when  the  committee  was  last  in  session. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BRIGJGS, 
HOLMES,  BOWN£,ARNOLD,and  the  CHAIRp 
MAN  participated,  it  was  deeided  that  Mr. 
Holmes  might  proceed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Ms.  H.  provided  that 
no  member  of  Congress  shidl  receive  for  mileage 
a  sum  greater  than  his  actaal  expenses  in  travel- 
ling to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and^S 
per  diem  during  the  time  occupied  in  so  travelling. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  althoogh  the  amend- 
ment would  make  the  section  read  very  awk- 
wardly, he  ruled  it  admissible,  as  germane  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not  care  murh 
whether  the  bill  was  to  be  passed  in  a  symmetrical 
form  or  not.  He  went  for  the  reform  of  the  gen- 
tleman fromTennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold;]  and  the  only 
fault  which  he  had  to  find  with  it  was,  that  it  did 
not  reach  the  vUima  (hule.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  the  pieaent  was  the  time  tocnt  down  the 


rxpenditores  of  ibis  Government.  If  tlie  opportu- 
nity was  now  lost  to  make  a  deep  iacision.  Con- 
gress would  never  have  it  in  their  power  again. 
The  expenses  of  Congress  were  now  so  large,  that 
he  wondered  the  people  continned  to  submit  to 
them.  He  would  not  speak  of  their  per  diem,  but 
to  the  exorbitant  mileage.  Whether  the  pay  were 
fixed  at  eight  or  at  six  dollars  a  day,  it  wonld  al- 
ways give  Western  members  an  adequate  sum. 
But  this  reduction  would  put  others  residing  nearer 
ibe  seat  of  Government  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment. The  main  feature  of  a  republican  govem- 
mrnt  was  equality.'  Now,  he  should  not  feel  him- 
self upon  an  equality  with  many  members,  did  he 
come  here  with  as  low  a  compensation  as  |€  a 
day.  He  argued  that  members  residing  near 
wer**  liable  to  expenses,  in  exercising  the  rites  of 
hospitality  to  their  conslituenis,' who  frequently 
viMted  Washington,  \|bich  menfbers  at  a  distance 
did  not  have  to  incur. 

He  also  objected  to  the  mileage  now  allowed, 
because  it  practised  a  deception  upt»n  the  people, 
who  supposed  that  members  received  only  enough 
to  pay  their  expenses,  and  give  them  a  decent  sup- 
port. According  to  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, they  were  yet  to  receive  f  €  for  every  30 
miles  travelled.  Now,  the  railroad  ears  would 
carry  them  289  miles  a  day;  which  number,  di? ided 
by  90,  and  multiplied  by  6,  would  give  the 
amount  received  for  one  dny*s  travel  in  the  car»— 
|84.  He  was  for  cutting  down  the  mileage  of  the 
members. 

As  for  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  the  cabinet 
ministers  residing  in  Washington,  he  thought  it 
unjust.  Their  present  salary  of  |6,000,  as  many 
gentlemen  on  that  fluor  knew,  was  wholly  inade- 
quate. He  did  not  think  they  shonld  be  sheared  of 
the  little  ability  they  now  possessed  to  contribute 
to  the  hospitalities  of  the  metropolis,  and  render 
our  Government,  through  themselves,  respectable 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  ministers.  The  gentleman 
who  introdnced  the  bill  was  estopped  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  it  applicable  to  the  President 
and  the  judges.  Was  it  not  equally  improper  to 
cut  down  the  salaries  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  who 
bore  a  near  relation  to  the  President,  and  who 
had  to  remain  here,  not  a  few  months,  but  all  the 
year,  and  live  independent  of  their  business  at 
hornet  They  could  not,  like  members  of  Con- 
gress, return  to  their  farms,  their  merchandise,  or 
their  professions;  but  were  compelled  to  remain  all 
the  year  in  an  expensive  totrn;  therefore  it  waa 
that  he  thought  it  wonld  be  extrensely  unjast  to 
cut  down  their  present  salaries  SO  per  cent. 

He  begged  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  as- 
sent to  his  amendment  and  bis  suggestions,  since  ha 
would  thereby,  in  case  of  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
achieve  a  great  triumph.  The  bill  would  cut  off 
about  |9,000,000  from  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  gentleman  did  not  assent  to  his 
amendment  for  reducing  the  mileage — coming,  as  he 
did,  from  a  remote  section  of  the  Union,  and  there- 
fore entitled  to  draw  a  heavy  mileage — he  would 
subject  himself  to  the  imputation  of  inconsistency. 
He  declared  here,  in  his  place,  that  all  the  coun- 
try demanded  a  retrenchment.  What  he  protested 
against  was,  the  cutting  off  a  few  of  the  outer 
branches  of  the  tree.  Unless  it  received  an  effect- 
ual pruning,  it  wonld  not  be  in  proportion  to  the 
roots  which  supported  it,  and  which  were  now 
weak  and  decayed.  Gentlemen  must  either  con- 
sent to  bring  down  the  tariff  to  a  revenue  standard, 
or  else  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
to  the  measure  of  its  revenue. 

Now  he  observed,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
the  House  received,  yesterday,  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  had  it 
instantly  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  was  to  judge,  from  that,  that  there 
were  reformers  on  both  side«  of  the  House,  willing 
to  take  the  surges' ioas  of  the  President,  and  to 
look  into  the  present  state  of  the  country,  and  see 
whether  its  institutions  can  be  preserved.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
had  shaken  off  from  themselves  that  indolence  of 
responsibility  which  bad  hitherto  kept  them  inac- 
tive, and  were  now  about  to  take  this  matter  in 
hand,  and  investigate  it  thoroughly.  He  hoped 
they  wonld  soon  recommend  some  practical  meas- 
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ure,  and  not  suffer  tbis  Congress  lo  adjourn  without 
bringing  in  a  tariff  sufficient  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Goyemment;  aad  that  they  would 
bring  down  those  expenditures  to  a  revenue  tariff. 
He  hoped  that  they  would,  disregarding  particular 
or  sectional  interests— the  interests  of  the  hemp 
grower  or  the  cotton  manufacturer— proTidt  for 
the  economical  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
by  laying  the  burdens  of  taxation  equally  on  all. 
It  was  but  six  months  ago  that  it  was  predicted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Boston  [Mr.  WiMTHaop]  that 
the  present  tariff  would  produce  a  revenue  of 
twenty-six  millions;  and  the  result  had  proved  that 
the  sacrifice  then  made  of  the  interests  of  ih^e  many 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  had  greatly  aggravated 
the  linancial  embarrassments  of  the  Government. 

Mt.  GUSHING  observed  that  he  should  speak 
to  the  limited  question  embraced  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
HoLMBS  ]  He  did  not  belieVe  that  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  called  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  compeusation  of  members  of  Congress, 
either  in  regard  to  their  per  di^m  or  mileage;  and 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com* 
mittee  to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  they  were  at  the 
very  close  of  the  session,  with  the  prospect  that  but 
a  small  minority  of  the  present  members  of  the 
House  would  ever  come  back  again.  They  were, 
therefore,  legislating  for  their  successors,  and  not 
for  themselves;  and  reducing  not  their  own 
compensation,  but  that  of  those  who  were 
to  come  afier  them.  He  utterly  rejected  the 
idea  that,  in  consideration  of  any  existing  straits 
in  tlie  treasury,  they  should  refuse  adequate  com- 
pensation to  members  of  Congress,  seeing  that  that 
treasury  belonged  to  a  rich,  powerful,  and  growing 
people,  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  their  servants 
a  fair  and  just  compensation  for  their  services.  He 
denied  that  the  compensation  at  present  paid  was 
too  much.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  upon  the  assumption  that  its  offi* 
cers  should  be  paid  for  their  services,  and  not  suf- 
fered, as  in  other  Governments,  to  serve  without 
pay,  and  derive  their  compensation  from  perqui- 
sites, or  other  indirect  means.  If  members  of  Con- 
gress were  not  paid  for  their  services,  that  hall 
would  be  filled,  as  was  the  case  with  the  British 
House  of  Conunons,  with  an  opulent  aristocracy, 
and  those  who  were  dependent  on  them.  And  if, 
again,  they  were  to  receive  an  inadequate  compen- 
sation, the  result  would  be  the  same,  by  compelling 
those  who  were  poor  to  retire,  and  leave  the  way 
open  to  their  richer  competitors.  It  was  a  mis- 
take, then,  to  suppose  that  the  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  members  of  Congress  was  a  Democratic* 
measure.  Oa  the  contrary,  nothing  could  be  more 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  Democracy;  for  it 
would  throw  that  House  and  its  legislation  into  the 
hands  of  an  aristocracy. 

Mr.  BBBSON  said  the  few  minutes  remaining 
would  afford  him  time  to  define  his  main  position 
on  the  bill.  It  was  this:  The  expenditures  of  the 
Government  must  be  brought  within  its  means. 
That  was  a  fixed  fact— quite  as  redoubtable  as  any 
fixed  fact  which  had  of  late  been  brought  to  their 
notice.  His  dislike  to  a  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
good  public  f  ervants  (and  such  they  certainly  werd 
in  the  mass)  was  great;  but  his  dislike  to  the  run- 
ning up  any  higher  on  tlie  people  our  heavy  public 
debt  and  taxes  was  still  greater.  We  are  in  great  dis- 
tress, public  and  private.  By  some  kind  of  hocus  po- 
eus,  we  liave  been  brought  to  this  condition  without 
the  intervention  of  war,  famine,  or  pestilence.  Yes, 
we  have  been  brought  to  the  age  of  '*iron  money 
and  black  broth,**  as  it  was  foretold  we  should .  be; 
but  not  by  the  Democratic  hard- money  policy,  as 
a  Coon  prophet,  in  1840,  falsely  asserted.  The 
Journals  of  this  Congress  would  show  what  party 
it  was  who,  in  the  name  of  paper  money  and  high 
wages,  go  for  no  money  and  almost  no  wages; 
who,  on  the  question  of  resumption  of  pay- 
ment by  the  banks  of  (his  District,  decided, 
substantially,  that  resumption  here  should  de- 
pend on  resumption  nowhere.  The  record  shows 
that  an  act  of  Congress  had  made  the  resumption 
of  the  District  banks  to  depend  on  the  resumption 
of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Richmond.  The 
Baltimore  banks  resumed  in  their  own  good  time, 
bat  not  in  gocd  time  for  the  banks  of  ibis  District. 


No,  indeed;  they  must  be  tinkered  so  as  to  make 
resumption  here  dependent  on  resumption  at  Rich- 
mond; which  was  in  principle,  he  repeated,  to  make 
resumption  here  depend  on  resumption  nowhere. 
This  was  but  one  step  in  that  learned  policy,  which, 
by  expanding  the  currency  in  the  ratio  of  ten  nom- 
inal dollars  to  one  real  dollar,  and  then  contracting 
it  as  much,  had  robbed  the  people  of  hundreds  of 
millions  of  property,  and  the  Government  of  its 
revenue,  and  brought  back,  with  a  vengeance,  the 
age  of  iron-money  and  black  broth.  Hear  the 
time  expired. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  terminating  debate, 
the  committee  proceeded  to  act  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  first  section,  which  Iras  in  these 
words: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  andBouee  of  Repreeentativee 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Ckmgrue  aeeembled^ 
That,  at  every  seesioa  of  Congreea,  and  everr  meetloff  of  the 
Senate  in  the  reeese  of  Ck>ngTe«,  after  the(  fifth  day  of  Decom- 
t>er  next]  firet  day  qf  November  iie#(,  each  Senator  riiaU  be 
entitled  to  receive  euc  dollars  for  everr  day  he  ahall  attend  the 
Senate,  and  shall  also  be  allowed  six  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  of  estioiaied  distance  by  the  moet  usual  road  from  his 
place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  at  the  commence* 
mentand  end  of  every  such  session  and  meetinf ;  and  in  case 
any  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  detained  by  siskness  oo  his 
journey  to  or  from  such  session  or  meeting,  or  after  his  arrival, 
or  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Senate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  daily  allowance.  And  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  when  the  Vice-President  shall  be  absenL  or 
wt^n  his  office  shall  be  vacant,  shall,  during  the  period  of  his 
service,  receive  an  addition  to  his  compeniatKm  as  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  six  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  auend  the  Senate: 
Provided,  altoaye.  That  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  milC' 
age  a  sum  ez<jeeding  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day  from  th^ 
end  of  one  such  session  or  meeting  to  the  time  of  taking  bis  seat 
in  another,  emoeptheehall  have  actually  travelled  the  entire 
dletance  for  which  auch  mileage  ie  aUowed:  Andprotided^aleo, 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Senator,  when  he  applies  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  for  a  check,  or  to  have  his  account  cer« 
tified.  to  state  the  number  0/  days  he  has  actually  attended}  and 
also  tlie  nurol>er  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and  whether  said 
atMence  was  owinf^  to  sickness  or  otherwise;  and  unless  such 
member  shall  certify  that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  sickness 
of  himeelf  or  family ^  or  by  leave  of  the  Houee^  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  give  him  a  check  or  ceiuficate  only  for 
the  dme  he  actuary  attended. 

[NoTB.— Parts  to  be  stricken  out  as  recommended  by  the  Se- 
lect Committee  to  which  this  bill  was  referred,  are  printed  with- 
in brackets^  and  insertions  In  italiee.] 

The  first  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,] 
which  is  given  above;  on  which  tellers  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  CaviJohmson  andTiLUMo- 
HAST  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  98  in  the 
affirmative,  and  64  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  there- 
fore, agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
was  a^'eed  to.        _ 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  hoped  the  chairman 
would  call  the  House  to  order;  for  there  was  so 
much  confusion,  that  he  could  not  hear  what  the 
committee  was  doing.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
be  called  upon  to  take  their  seats. 

An  amendment  was  moved— but  by  whom  could 
not  be  learned— to  allow  no  Senator  more  than 
|300  for  mileage  for  any  one  session. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  103  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  and  68  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  bad  an  amendment, 
which  he  wished  to  come  in  as  an  additional  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Xlhairman,  we  cannot 
hear  a  solitary  word.  [Roars  of  laughter.]  They 
are  laughing  here  like  hyenas.  [Renewoi  laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  WISE  repeated  that  he  bad  an  amendment 
to  come  in,  by  way  of  proviso:  Provided  that, 
besides  his  pay,  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed— 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  question  is 
not  debatable.  [Qreat  laughter  and  confusion.]  I 
object,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  this  debate.  [Renewed 
laughter] 

Mr.  WBE.  I  am  not  debating  it  I  am  dic- 
tating my  amendment  to  the  Clerk. 

Provided^fwrthery  That,  besides  bis  pay,  no  Sen- 
ator shall  be  allowed  [cries  of  "roast  beef*]  any 
rations  [cries  of  "whether  was  it  beef  or  noi**]  in 
kind,  other  than  bsef— [hisses.] 

Bir.  ARNOLD.  Oh,  let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  WISE  in  continuation — not  roasted,  [laugh- 
ter,] and  not  to  exceed  a  cost  of  |3.  [Loud  and 
long  continued  roars  of  laughter] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  it  is  as  follows: 
Eicept  "the  guardi"  who  are  to  receive  Toxeign  | 


missions  after  the  4th  March  next.     [Roan  oC 
lauahter.] 

Mr.  WISE.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a  qnctcktt 
of  order.    [Laughter.]    I  move  a  ftuiher  mmeDi- 
ment  to  exeept  the  Senate,  wbere  there  is  ao-nem 
her  of  the  guard.    [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  aU  these  aoModMiril 
to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairmaa,  order  wnt  be 
restored,  for  we  cannot  hear  a  word.  (LaoglMer.] 
Qentlemen  are  dengning— I  charge,  sir,  that  thef 
are  designedly  making  a  noise.  [Renewed  laagh* 
ter,  cries  of  "order,"  and  tbe  loud  hum  of  TcioML] 
I  hope,  sir,  the  Chair  will  preserve  order,  er  wt 
must  stop.    (Laughter  in  all  parts  of  the  Honsa] 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  annonneed  the  qnesita 
to  be  OB  the  amendment  recommended  by  tbeeoB- 
mittee,  as  follows :  "Frovfidid,  slisayi,  Tliat  no 
Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  siHwyc  a  snm  eieesd* 
ing  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  from  the  and  eC 
one  such  session  or  meeting  10  the  time  d  fail 
Uking  his  seat  in  another,  ag^epi  kt  tkaU  kmi  sr 
imaUy  trtmeUid  the  etOire  diitaiiet  fyr  wkkk  swfc 
milenge  ts  aUnHi." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  that  aiMadment  wonM  be 
adopted,  for  it  was  a  very  good  one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  stated  that  tbe  qnesllot 
was  on  the  amendment  reoomBMaded  by  the  tarn* 
mittee  to  tbe  proviso,  which  requires  each  Ssnater, 
when  he  applies  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  fsr 
a  check,  or  to  have  his  accoont  certified,  to  slalt 
the  number  of  days  he  has  actually  attended;  orf 
also  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and 
whether  said  absence  was  owing  to  skkness,  or 
otherwise;  and  unless  sneh  member  shall  ceitiiy 
that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  aekness  pfhkmiHf 
or/nmiy,  orby  IceteqffAe  Hemt,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  give  him  a  checker  cer- 
tificate only  for  the  time  he  actually  attended. 

[The  amendment  was  the  words  primed  in 
i<eiie.] 

Mr.  MOORE  roae  to  move  an  amendment;  bat, 
in  the  confused  state  of  the  House,  hia  obfect  was 
not  distinctly  heard.  It  was  understood,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  motion  to  strike  out  that  cnlfae  pRK 
Tiso. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  heard  addressiag  the  Chair, 
above  tbe  noise  which  prevailed,  but  not  a  word 
was  distinguishable  at  the  reporter^  desk. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  understood  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "e/  hkmlf  or  /ami^r,  sr  k§ 
lufH  ^the  Houte,^^ 

Here  was  a  loud  cry  of  "read  the  aeathm  as  R 
now  stands  amended." 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly;  and  the  atrapga 
admixture  of  anomatoua  and  contradiCtoiy  maMcr 
of  which  it  was  composed,  elicited  roars  of  laugh- 
ter; especially  that  part  which  required  a  Senator 
to  certify  that,  when  absent,  his  absence  was  by 
reason  of  sickness  of  himself  or  family,  or  by  leave 
of  the  House;  thus  making  his  payment  for  days 
on  which  he  might  be  absent,  in  some  eases,  de- 
pendent on  bis  ability  to  show  that  he  was  abseat 
from  the  Senate  by  leave  of  the  Hvuu  qfB$fnmni 
afistf. 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  on  strikiag 
out  the  words,  "of  himself  or  family,  or  hy  leave 
of  the  House,**  and  he  decided  that  he  beUaved  the 
motion  to  be  lost. 

A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELTiPUggested  an  amendment,  10 
strike  out  the  word  "House,**  and  insert  '^flemrts.** 
[Loud  cries  of  "No,  no.**] 

The  amendment  was  negatived;  and  the  amead- 
ment  proposed  by  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  was  understood  to  move  10 
strike  out  all  the  section,  and  insert  a  sobstitali 
which  he  had  prepared;  and  which  provided  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  aessioa  of 
Congress,  and  henceforth,  each  senator  should  re- 
ceive |6  per  diem,  and  |4  for  every  tweafy  wXin 
travelling,  to  be  by  the  luual  route;  and  that,  on 
taking  tbe  oath  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, they  should  be  sworn  to  restrain  the  firankiac 
privilege  to  letters  on  such  Senators*  own  barineis, 
or  the  extension  of  liberty  by  the  circnlatioB  of 
documents,  Ac.;  and  providing  further,  that  die 
soldiers  of  the  army  and  the  saiWn  at  the  WJ 
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•ball  ha^e  f  1  a  month  added  to  iheir  present  pay 
— [Cdes  of  "Agreed**!— and  tbat  all  laws  or  parts 
of  laws  eoaflietiDg  witQ  this  act  slioald  be  thereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  .WISE  asked  for  tellert  on  that  amendAcnt . 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Doet  the  Chair  decide  that 
tlttl  is  ia  order? 

TheCHAIRAfAN  said  the  latter,  part  certainly, 

«a  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE.    Oh!  that's  the  best  part  of  it. 

Mr  JkRNOLD  said  he  understood  it  was  not  in 
Older  to  move  to  strike  ovtall  after  the  enacting 
daaae,  natU  the  bill  had  been  gene  through. 

BCr.  WISE  said  this  amendment  only  proposed 
10  iBsert  a  sobstitate  for  a  section,  and  not  for  the 
optirebilL 

Qceat  ooafiisiott  ensoed,  in  the  ooorse  of  whkh  it 
waa  aadentood  that  Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  strike 
o«t  «<8tz  dollars  as  the  per  diem  of  Senators,  and 
iMert  f  7,**  to  make  it  eonespond  with  other  por- 
tions of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  MOORE  was  then  nnderstood  to*  move  to 
strike  out  the  last  proviso.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tives. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  <^z" 
wherever  it  occurred  in  that  section,  and  .insert 
"foor,''  thereby  proposing  to  reduce  the  per  diem 
to  #4. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered  on  this 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Colss  and  Rstmolds 
were  ^pointed;  and  they  reported  5S  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  63  in  the  negative.  The  motion  was 
theieforB  negatived. 

Mr.  WEULER  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
*<siz,**  aad  insert  ''fL^i^y^^  in  the  clause  of  the  bill, 
so  as  to  make  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  fin 
doUais  a  day. 

Fending  this  motion, 

BCr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  committee 
rise:  cauied— ayes  88,  noes  63. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  oifered  a  substitute  for 
bill  No.  548;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  ineffectual  efforts  on  the  part  of  various 
members  to  get  in  resolutions  and  reports, 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  READ, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

WiDimDAT,  February  15,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lent,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  a  communication  from  tb'e  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolutioli 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  ult.,  statements  showing  in 
detail  the  price  at  present  received  by  the  railroad 
companies  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States 
mail,  the  amount  paid  tbeso,  the  exteat  of  service, 
aad  the  price  formeriy  paid  for  the  same  service 
liy  the  old  mode  of  conveyance;  which,  on  motion 
Wf  BCr.  MERRICK,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
aad  be  priaied. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  transmitting  joint  res- 
ohitions  adopted  by  the  Council  and  House  of 
Represeatatives  of  that  Territory,  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  piirpose  of  hold- 
ing treaties  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  of  the  Pot- 
tawotamie  and  other  tribes  of  Indians;  which,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Abo,  presented  the  credentials  of  William  H. 
ELiTWOOD,  Jr.  who  has  been  electa  by  tlie  Legis- 
lature of  North  Caroliaa  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  six  years  from  the  4tb  of  March  next;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Wasb- 
iagton,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of*  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail-route  from  the  town  of  Wasbing- 
toB,  Pennsylvania,  to  SteubenviUe,  Ohio:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roadfi 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Wdson,'  porter  to  watch  the  public  grounds  at  the 
Capitol,  (commonly  called  "posey  watcher,'')  rep- 
leseating  that  he  is  employed  seventeen  hours  per 
d«7,  and  playing  Congress  to  allow  him  additional 


compensation:  referred  to  the  Coiamittee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Reu- 
ben Drake  and  R.  Q.  daarles,  proposing  to  Con- 
gress to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Government 
to  reclaim  public  lands  now  useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  consideration  ef  a  portion  of  the 
lands  which  may  be  reclaimed:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
48  captains  of  steamboats  navigating  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  representing  that  the  toil  now 
exacted  for  going  through  the  canal  at  Louisville, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  is  ruinous  to  trade,  and  such  as 
the  commerce  and  business  on  the  river  could  nbt 
pay;  and  representing  that  there  are  evils  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal  which  unfit  it  for  the 
business  which  is  now  done  on  that  river;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  commerce  of  the 
ruinous  exactions  imposed  on  it  for  passing  throagh 
this  canal,  and  affording  adequate  facilities  to  the 
increasing  commerce,  they  pray  that  a  canal 
may  be  constructed  by  the  Government,  on  the  In- 
diana ^de  of  the  river,  of  sufficient  capacity  for  the 
passaffe  of  larger  boats  than  those  which  now  as- 
cend the  river. 

Mr.  B.  proposed  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked,  that  the  canal  spoken 
of  in  the  memorial  was  not  now  adapted  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  the  boats  which 
run  on  the  Western  rivers;  that  it  was  of  such 
capacity  as  to  prevent  the  construction  of  a  cla^s 
of  boats  which  were  of  large  dimensions,  and  of 
greater  speed,  and  such  as  were  called  for  by  the 
increasing  commerce.  If  boats  of  a  large  class 
attempted  to  pass,  tbey  were  subjected  to  serious 
injury  by  the  rocks  which  were  permitted  to  pro- 
ject from  the  sides.  A  boat  of  which  h«  was  some 
time  since  on  board,  in  attempting  to  pass  through, 
was  seriously  injared.  If  the  locks  were  consider- 
ably enlarged,  and  the  canal  cut  square  down  to 
the  bottom,  it  might  be  made  of  safficieut  magni- 
tude for  all  the  boats  which  run  there.  There, 
however,  seemed  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  do  this,  and  to  prevent  the  collection 
of  these  onerous  tolls.  If  those  difficnlties  were 
continued,  he  would  go  in  for  a  sufficient  grant  of 
the  public  land  in  Indiana  to  that  State,  on  the  con- 
dition that  she  will  construct  a  canal  adequate  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commerce  on  those 
rivers. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  was  much  gratifi- 
ed to  hear  of  the  introduction  ef  the  petition  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  There  was  no  subject, 
in  connexion  with  the  commerce  on  the  Western 
waters,  of  more  interest  than  that  of  the  removal 
of  the  obstructions  in  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 
He  then  made  some  remarks  on  the  great  interest 
which  the  stockholders  of  that  canal  received  on 
their  investment,  which  was  about  18  per  cent. 
Commerce,  he  said,  was  obstructed  to  a  very  great 
extent;  the  large  class  of  boats  were  excluded  en- 
tirely from  the  upper  river,  owing  to  the  uneven- 
ness  of  this  canal.  It  was  almost  impossible  for 
a  single  canal  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  in- 
creasing ascending  and  descending  commerce  on 
that  river;  therefore  acanthi  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  was  demanded.  He  could  not  hope  that  any- 
thing would  be  done  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  regard  to  the  subject;  but  he  did  hope  that 
the  Western  Senators  and  Western  members  would . 
urge  this  matter  until  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
should  be  relieved  from  this  obstruction,  and  com- 
merce from  the  onerous  burden  which  was  im- 
posecit  ttpon  it  by  the  exactions  of  the  canal  com- 
pany. He  believed  that  when  the  mauer  was  ex- 
amined by  the  committee,  it  wonld  be  found  that 
it  was  practicable  to  construct  to  a  canal  on  the 
Indiana  side  of  the*Ohio,  to  remove  the  obstructions 
to  the  commerce  there. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  agree  with  the  other  Sen- 
ators as  to  tbeir  opinions  of  the  best  mode  of  re- 
moving the  obstacles  complained  of.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  a  canal  ought  not  to  be  made.  The 
obstruction  in  that  river,  at  the  falls,  was  a  ridge  of 
soft  limestone  running  across  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  The  current  wonld  be  as  smooth  above  as 
below,  if  the  Gavenuneat  of  the  United  Slates 
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would  (as  it  ought  to  do)  improve  the  navigation  at 
this  point,  by  removing  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  ridge,  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity 
of  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  side.  When  the  niatter 
came  up,  he  would  urge  an  improvemeift  of  the 
navigation  at  that  poiut. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  on  the  subject  of  improvement 
of  the  great  swamps  in  the  southeast  portion  of 
Missouri,  and  the  northeast  portion  of  Arkansasi 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on 
the  Poblic  Lands.     • 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  asking  Congress 
to  adopt  measures  for  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  p^ition  of  citizens  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  mail  route  from  Port  William  to  Little 
Piney,  in  Pulaski  county,  Missouri:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  . 
Mr.  HUNTINGTO>i  presented  a  petition 
from  Elizabeth  Rayifiond,  the  widow  of  John 
Raymond,  an  officer  ef  the  army  of  the  Revolution, 
for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Commiue^  on  Pen- 
sions. •; 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pens!  ns, 
to  which  were  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Thomas  for  a  pension,  and  thc^  petition  of  Sarah 
Williamson  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
1838,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  and  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  War  Department,  which  was  com- 
petent to  grant  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners:  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ^.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  With  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bills 
from  the  Hotise  for  the  relief  of  Prudence  Crouch, 
and  for  the  relief  of  David  Mnnn.  The  reports 
accompanying  were  orde  ed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  on  the  petition  of  William  Morrow,  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  his  contract  for 
the  performance  of  certain  work  at  the  Washing- 
ton arsenal. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed) on  the  petition  of  Charles  Debault  Delassu8,for 
remuneration  for  money  forcibly  taken  fVom  him 
for  thcspublic  service  at  the  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  reconfmendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser 
and  her  legal  representatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  T.,  the  previous  orders  wete 
postponed,  and  the  bill  was  itiken  up  and  consider- 
ed as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being 
no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, the  bill  from  the  House  for  Uie  relief  of 
James  Mount;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.,  the  previous  orders  of 
the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Mr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  payment  of  •certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  the^  previous 
orders  of  the  dity  were  postponed,  and  the  above 
bill  iKss  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole- 
and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  KING,  who  con, 
tended  that  if  the  militia  were  entitled  to  pay,  they 
could  receive  it  under  existing  law?;  and  by  fldr. 
PORTER,  showing  the-  reason  why  they  could  not 
receive  pay  withoat  a  special  law;  the  bill  was  re^ 
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forted  to  the  fiteutte,  ud  ordered  to  m  ihjrd  read- 
ing; and  aeoordingly  was  snbseqaentlj  read  tbe 
third  tine,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  Honse 
hill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  —  of  Missouri— 
[name  not  heard,] 

Mr.  LINN  made  a  proposition)  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  place  all  the  private 
biUa  on  a  separate  calendar,  with  a  view  to  expe- 
'diie  action  npon  them;  bnt,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  KINO,  showing  that,  instead  of  expediting  ac- 
tion, it  woald  retard  the  hnsiness  of  the  Senate, 
tbe  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  sabmitted  (he  following  resoln- 
tibo;  which  was  agreed  to,  viz: 

Rttcited,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasar^  be  direct* 
ed  to  commanicate  to  the  SenatOfaa  early  ae  practicable,  what 
baa  been  done  by  that  depaitmertt  tinder  the  act  of  laet  Mnion 
of  CoDgreai,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  or  nearOcracolie,  in  North  Car* 
oUna,"  approved  Angost  29, 1812;  especially  whether  a  site  fer 
■aid  hoepiud  has  been  purchased  or  contracted  for,  and  whether 
any  reappropriation  of  money  is  necessary  to  complete  it. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  on  yes- 
terday,  fixing  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  for  tbe  daily  hour 
of  meeting  of  tbe  Senate  hereafter,  was  taken  np 
and  rejcc»^ — af  es  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  bad  been  referred  the  peiition  of 
a  nomber  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that  tbe 
settlers  on  the  old  military  reserve,  near  Fort 
Leavenworth,  may  be  allowed  tbe  right  of  pre- 
emption to  tbe  same,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  (which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Sen- 
ate,) directing  a  copy  of  the  report  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  presented  the  credentials  of 
Silas  WaioHT,  Jr.,  who  has  been  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  a  Senator  fro'm  (hat 
State  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March  next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  ihe  Senate. 

Onmotionof  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from 
the  Honse  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Jenkins  and 
William  Williams,  assignees  of  Joseph  McKinne, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  bill;  and,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  EVANS  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  indicating  a  wish  to  make  an  amend- 
ment, it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

RETRENCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  was  taken  up;  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  resolntions  introduced 
by  Mr.  McDnpns,  on  Tuesday,  tbe  7th  instant, 
viz: 

Reaolvedy  That  it  is  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty  of  tbe  pres. 
eot  Congress  to  adopt  without  delay,  efficient  measures  to  re* 
viTe  the  crippled  ana  decaying  commerce,  replenish  (he  impo?- 
eririiedexcnequer,  and  arrsst  the  alarming  accumulaUoo  or  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Retoboed^  That  a  modification  of  the  existing  tarilT  on  for- 
eign Impwts,  such  as  will  render  it  strictly  and  m  good  faith  a 
mere  rereooe  measure,  is  indispensable  to  the  accomplishment 
of  those  9bjects;  and  that  the  recent  measures  of  the  British 
Parliament,  partially  adopung  the  principles  of  flree  trade,  the 
public  indicaUons  of  a  dispobitioD  on  the  part  of  the  present 
ministry  to  eztmd  those  principles  still  further,  and  (he  proba- 
bility of  ithe  speedy  organization  of  an  eztensiTo  system  of 
smuggling  on  tne  long  lice  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo- 
ti?es  to  Coogresi  for  acting  on  the  subject  during  its  present 
sMsion. 

Retotvtdf  That  a  rigid  system  of  retreachment,  economy, 
and  accountability^  such  as  will  bring  the  annual  expenditures 
within  the  annual  mcome  of  the  Government,  is  not  less  indis- 
pensable; end  that,  while  this  Is  rendered  necessary  by  the  de- 
Clorable  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  is  rendered  just,  and  not 
ijarious  to  the  public  senrice,  by  the  sreat  reduction  of  the 
currency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money. 

To  which  Mr.  EVANS  had  moved  to  append 
the  following  additional  resolutions: 

Rmotvtdi  That,  among  the  causes  which  have  contributed 
most  efficienUv  to  tbe  deptessien  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  to  the  consequent  impoverish* 
meat  of  the  national  treasury,  and  which  have  thus  rendered  a 
resort  to  losns  inevitable,  is  the  want  of  a  currency  of  uniform 
Talue  ki  all  parts  of  the  Vnited  States,  commanding  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people;  and  no  measure  designed  to  revire  com- 
merce, replentoh  the  treasury,  and  avert  the  further  accumula* 
tkM  or  puDlicd^bt,  will  be  complete  or  adequate  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  objects,  which  fail  to  supply  their  wants. 

Re9olvedt  That  another  of  the  prominent  causes  of  the  pres- 
ent prostratad  condition  of  the  business  of  tbe  country,  and  of 
the  public  finances,  and  which  has  lai^elr  impaired  American 
clwTiiff^tr  and  creait,  which  has  exposed  republican  institu- 
'tidDi  to  reproach  aod  obloquy,  is  the  failure  of  so  many  States 


of  the  Union  to  prorfde  for  the  regotar  payment  ef  the  iiMeieei 
on  their  public  dfebts;  and  especially  the  Aivor  and  counj^Bn- 
ance  which  have  been  given,  to  some  extent,  is  some  portions 
of  the  country,  to  the  alarming  and  destructive  doctrine,  that 
these  debts  are  not  binding  open  the  people  of  ihe States 
which  have  created  them,  but  may  be  annulled  and  repudiated 
at  their  discretion. 

Resolved,  That,  while  this  €ongre«  does  not  intend  to  adopt 
any  measures  for  the  paymentby  the  United  States  of  the  debts 
of  the  individual  Sutes,  H  nevertheless  deems  it  proper,  in 
view  of  the  disastrous  conseqoences  to  the  national  character 
and  credit,  and  lo  the  institutions  of  republican  goremment,  of 
thefeiUireof  the  States  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  and  of  the 
principle  which  has  been  assertcd^ibat  these  obligations  are 
not  binding  on  them,— to  declare,  that  the  debti  of  the  States, 
cieated  by  the  legulatire  authority  thereof;  respectively,  are  ob- 
lig^ory  and  binding  upon  said  States,  and  cannot  be  by  theffl  an- 
nulled or  repodiatea;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty 
of  &e  people  of  said  States  to  resort  to  the  nuMt  emcient  means 
In  their  power  for  tbe  preaenration  of  their  (hltli,  and  the  fulfil- 
ment of  theix  obligations. 

Re»olv9d,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  every  consti- 
tutional and  proper  means  in  its  power— ^by  die  adoption  of 
measures  to  restore  and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  Sutss;  by  the  collection  and  disburse* 
ment  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  regulation  and  admin- 
istration of  the  public  finances,  in  such  way  as  shall  be  least 
burdensome  to  the  people,  aiui  most  eondueive  to  tbe  reTival 
of  trade  and  commerce;  as  shall  secure  tbe  w«ges  of  labor  from 
fluctuadon;  as  shall  give  security  and  steadiness  to  the  industry 
of  the  oountry,-4o  render  every  practicable  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  several  States  in  their  efibrts  to  meet 
Uieir  engagements,  and  to  diicharge  tbe  obligations  into  which 
they  have  entered. 

Which  Mr.  Datton  had  moved  to  amend,  by 

striking  oat  the  third  of  Mr.  Evans's  resolntions, 

and  inserting  the  tollowing  in  its  .stead: 

jResofved,  That  the  distrust  and  obloquy  cast  ufon  the  /Vd- 
eral  Government  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  certain  State^  to 
make  prompt  payment  of  their  debts,  is  an  unjust  and  unfound- 
ed imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good  faith;  that,  while  this 
Government  deplores  tbe  miwuided  policy  of  tliose  States 
which  have^mbarrassed  themselves,  it  disclaims  all  liability, 
iMally  or  morally,  for  such  delinquency;  white,  in  vindication 
oiitsown  unblemished  faith  an^  honor,  it  appeals  with  confi- 
dence to  its  past  history. 

Mr.  DATTON  being  entitled  to  tbe  floor  on  the 
pending  qnes'ioo,  in  relation  to  tbe  adoption  of  his 
proposed  amendment,  addressed  the  Senate  for 
upwards  of  an  honr. 

He  stated  that  the  offer  which  he  made  yester- 
day, to  waive  his  claim  to  the  floor,  having  failed 
to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  proceediog  to  the 
vote^  and  the  qnestion  now  pending  being  on  his 
amendment,  he  felt  it  dne  to  himself  to  submit  a 
few  brief  remarks,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  think  that  amendment  im> 
portant  and  necessary.  No  Senator  could  depre- 
cate more  than  he  would  a  useless  loss  of  the  pub- 
lic time,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  in  a 
mere  discussion  ef  abstract  theories.  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  chose  to  introduce  res- 
olutions of  that  character,  tending  to  no  practical 
result,  the  responsibility  of  wasting  the  public 
time  conld  not  be  laid  at  (he  doors  of  bis  friends 
or  himself,  should  they  feel  themselves  placed  in 
such  a  position  as  to  demand  either  enlargement, 
modification,  or  discussion.  The  resolutions  oflVred 
by  the  Senator  from  South  tCarolina  reach  to,  and 
propose,  no  measure  of  public  relief  for  the  dis- 
tress which  they  depicu 

He  (Mr.  D.)  bad  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
tbe  able  speech  which  was  delivered  in  support  of 
those  resolutions,  in  the  hope  that  it  wonld  con- 
clude with  some  definite  ana  practical  proposition 
for  the  relief  of  the  country;  more  particularly  as 
tbe  Senator  appealed,  in  tbe  course  of  his  remarks, 
to  ail  parties  to  unite  in  effWsting  the  object  he  had 
in  view.  But  in  this  he  was  disappointed;  for  noth- 
ing was  urged  but  the  resolutions  themselves;  and 
they,  and  all  that  was  said  in  their  support,  ended 
with  a  mere  promulgation  of  abstract  political 
principles.  He  could  not  discover,  from  them  and 
the  Senator's  remarks,  more  than  three  main  prin- 
ciple?: in  relation  to  the  currency,  to  be  let  alone  to 
work  out  its  own  salvation;  to  finance,  to  be  im- 
proved by  pulling  down  the  tariff  law;  and  to  com- 
merce, by  reciprocating  the  action  of  Qreat  Britain 
in  favor  of  an  approach  to  free  trade. 

On  each  of  these  points  Mr.  D.  expatiated  con- 
siderably at  length,  and  then  hdrerted  to  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  the  Senator  flrom  Maine,  as  an 
addition  to  the  resolntions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  These  additional  resolutions  he 
considered  equally  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
reaching  to  no  practical  result.  Fully  as  he  a<{cord- 
ed  with  the  general  principles  which  they  avowed, 
he  considered  them,  as  well  as  the  original  resoln- 
tions, unnecessary;  because  no  definite  action  woold 
gr6w  out  of  them  for  the  good  of  the  eonntiy.    As, 


faof^erer,  they  were  before  the  Seriate,  he  did  not 
wish  to  let  them  pass  to  a  vote  without  such  modi- 
fication as  he  thought  ess^tiat;  and,  as  he  hid 
strong  objection  to  the  wording  of  the  third  resola- 
tioB  of  tha  amendment,  he  had  proposed  a  Mheli- 
tote  for  that  resoluiicm,  w4ich  he  read. 
In  explaining  his  object  in'  thus  vMiealiDg  *e 

,  credit  and  character  of  the  Oniled  Stalaa,  ha  siMed 
his  regret  that  hitherto  every  offieer  in  the  Oav- 
emmeat,  fram  the  highesitottte  lowest,  had  tahen  t 
eouise  calculated  to  show  to  ihe  wvrld^  that  ttwy 
feU  the  oharaetar  and  credit  of  the  ^awHiy  lahe 
depressed,  instead  of  boldly  repelliag  Ihe  uafmri- 
ed  assertioiis  #f  others  that  diey  were  so.  Be  in- 
sisted on  it,  that  the  credit  and  good  faith  aC  ihe 

^United  States  never  had  been  impaired;  that  4i7 
had  beea  preserved  without  a  blot  or  MeolMiihMe 
the  foondatioQ  of  tbe  Goveraawnt;  and  thai,  ia 
this  respect,  we  stood  proudly  pre-enhMMt  abite 
the  nations  of  Kurope,  who  now  caluoiiAliied  it  ia 
the  foreign  money  markets. 

In  proof  of  all  this,  he  entered  into  a  long  tad 
minute  history  of  the  iniquities  practised  by  fireat 
Britain,  in  layii>gthe  foundation  of  her  nattootl 
debt,  and  enlarging  it  from  time  to  time,  till  it  had 
reached  the  enormous  sum  of  upwards  of  thirty- 
five  hundred  millions  of  dollars — ^in  comparboa 
with  whidi,  our  national  debt  shrank  into  a  mm 
nothing,  or  at  least  a  sum  so  small  as  to  be  scafoeiy 
capable  of  paying  half  a  year's  inters.  He  eoa- 
merated  the  debts  dae  by  FVance,  Hollaad,  Hi- 
ples,  Russia,  dbc.,  to  ^ow  how  deeply  tfaey  were 
all  involved;  and  contrasted  their  condition  with 
Uiftt  of  this  country — possessing  unexaihpled  re- 
sources, and  an  inheritance  stretching  from  ^a  to 
sea,  through  a  wide  extent  of  country  wnequalled 
for  fertility  and  natpral  advantages.  Hhviog  evi- 
denced all  these  things,  as  a  vindication  of  the  un- 
impaired good  faith  and  credit  of  the  0nfted  States, 
he  commented  with  severity  upon  those  portions  of 
the  President's  message  which  he  considered  ecild 
have  no  better  tendency  than  to  give  countenanee 
to  the  calumnies  uttered  in  foreign  money  markett 
against  our  credit.  He  particularly  alluded  te 
the  unnecessary  and  imprudent  exposure  of-  the 
fact  that  an  accredited  agent,  sent  to  Burope  to  ae* 
gotiate  the  loan,  had  been  sent  back  repulsed. 

Speaking  of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debd, 
he  deprecated  any  proposition  of  that  nature  as  aa* 
wise  and  impolitic,  without  giving  any  opiaitm  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Oorenmeotm  that  particatar. 
The  question  of  the  power  of  ihe  GtoveimaMBt  lo 
interiere  he  had  not  sufficiently  examined  into,  to 
enable  him  to  form  an  opinion;  hut  he  bad  fally 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  imprudence  of  aay 
such  meastue. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  urgiiig  the  adoption  of  hit 
substitute  for  the  third  resolution  of  tbe  amendMsat 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  next  obtained  tbe  floor,  and  ia- 
sisted  on  his  metion  (of  wbich  be  bad  gives  aotiee 
yesterday)  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  laUr. 
He  again  urged  the  impropriety  of  wastiag  the 
short  time  which  yet  remained  of  tbe  seanoa«  so 
necessary  to  be  applied  to  the  legislative  baaaeti 
remaining  unfinished,  upon  mere  abstract  qufls* 
tions.  ELe  pointed  out  that,  in  his  opinion,  gentle- 
men were  mistaken  who  supposed  that  his  BMtioa 
would  carry  with  it  the  resolutions  of  the  Seaator 
from  Virginia.  That  Senator  had  only  givea  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  offer  them:  they  were  not  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  conld  not  be,  as  long  as  tf 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  an  orfgbial  pfofth 
sition  was  pending.  Tio  filter  time  couM,  there- 
fore, be  chosen  for  pressing  his  motion  than  tt 
present. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  tays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RIVES  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  if 
tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
were  either  adopted  or  rejected,  would  he  not  have 
a  right  to  move  his  amendment  as  a  substitaie  for 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Maine? 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  a  motion  m  strike 
out  a  larger  portion  of  the  resolutions,  contai^g 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fVom  New  Jersey, 
with  a  view  of  insertiog  others  in  their  place, 
would  be  in  order.  

Mr.  RIVES  contended  that  bis  reaolatioii  W«e 
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in  that  ease  before  the  Senate,  and  woald  be  af- 
ftettd  by  the  motiqn  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MEBRICK^akl  they  would  not  be  involved 
In  the  motion  a  whit  more  than  any  other  amend* 
meats  which  gf  ntlemen  might  intend  to  offer. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  asked  if  it  was  in  order 
for  gentlemen  to  catechise  the  Chair  as  to  the 
eoorse  to  be  pnrsaed  with  regard  to  something  in« 
tended  to  be  dooel 

The  qnesiioa  was  tbcn  called  for  on  Mr.  Maa- 
Rictt*9  motion  to  lay  the  whole  on  the  table;  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmaifye--yeB8  24,  nays  S3, 
as -follows: 

YEAB--Mettn.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrian,  Clioate, 
Cofurad,  Cmfti,  Orittenden,  Dajton,  Bvant,  Graham,  Bender- 
•OD,  UunUugton,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  PbelcM,  Poner, 
^moiuL  Smith  of  lodiaoa,  Sprague,  TaUmadge,  WhiMfW 
Woodbrldge— 21. 

NATB-^MeMn.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby.  Bentoo,  BacbanaB,^ 
Oalbo«D,  PobotiKiog,  Lmiu  McDuffie,McRol)erta,  Mangum, 
Rivea,  Sevier,    Smiui   of  Connecticut,    Sturgeon,.  Tappao. 
Walker,.  Wilcox,  WUUama,  Woodbury,  Wrigh^  and  Yolnff-^ 

Mr.  RiYKS  ihea  8abmitte4  bis  retolaiions  (which 
win  be  fonnd  in  the  proceediogs  of  February  18) 
at  a  snbstantiTe  propoeition.  They  lie  over  one 
day,  ander  the  rule. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  a  resolution,  that  the  daily 
hour  of  meeting  after  Saturday  next  sbtli  be  at  U 
o^ock,  a.  m.,  (or  the  remainder  of  the  sesetoo,  in- 
stMd  of  19. 

The  reeolvtion  lies  over  till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Idr.  WHITB,  the  Senate  went 
into  ezeentive  sesstuo;  and,  ader  toma  time  fpeat 
therein,  adjontned. 


HOUSE  OP  RBPRESENTATIYES. 
WxDNKsoAT,  February  15, 1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Solo- 
mon Thayer  and  G^  other  citi^ns  of  Lubec, 
Ifai'ne,  praying  Congress  for  such  an  alteration  of 
oar  commercial  relations  with  foreign  Govern- 
Meaia  as  shall  give  to  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Stales  terms  of  just  reciprocity;  which  wat  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Also,  the  petition  of  M.  Q.  Buck  and  76  other 
ettiaaas  of  Bneksport,  Maine,  praying  Congress  to 
impose  an  additional  duty  on  sawed  lumber,  fire- 
wood, fish,  ^ ,  from  the  British  provinces;  which 
was   recced  to  the  Committee   cf  Ways  and 


Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  400  mer- 
chanuand  worltiogmen  of  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn, in  favor  of  GUbert^s  floating  dry-dock:  refer- 
red to  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
'  the  Union. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  the  petiti^on  of  Nathan 
Beard,  asking  to  be  paid  for  |5,606of  continental 
caxieneyi  received  for  services  rendered  during  the 
ravolationary  war  in  1777  and  1778— the  said  con- 
tinental cuneney  being  of  no  value. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  stating  the  following  facts:  That  certain 
citiaaas  of  liacbn  county  and  the  vicinity,  reside 
ia  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  are  located  80 
larileff  from  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
130  from  that  of  the  Wabash.  These  citixeus  re* 
aide  on  and  near  the  cross  railroad  route,  extending 
from  the  Illinois  river,  at  Naples,  t;^  Spricgfield, 
ibe  aeat  of  Goverament  of  the  State,  to  the  eastern 
border  of  the  State,  to  meet  the  Indiana  canal  and 
railroad  at  Covington,  which  communicates  to 
Lake  Erie,  through  Indiana  and  Otiio.  The  me- 
morial states  further,  that  the  abovenamed  com- 
mtnieation  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  is  completed  for 
S^  miles,  and  will  be  finished  in  Indiana  doring 
this  year  from  Lafayette  to  Covington,  which  is  in 
the  direction  of  the  cross  railroad  route  in  Illinois. 
.  This  communication  completed,  a  direct  inland 
.  channel  for  the  commerce  of  the  most  fertile  re- 
gion of  country  in  the  Union  would  be  established 
firom  the  navigabla  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to 


Lake  Erie,  and  by  Bufifalo  to  ttfe  cities  of  New 
York  and  Boston.  This  eommunieatton  would 
shorten  the  distance  fh>m  the  Mississippi  to  Lake 
Erie  several  thcmsand  miles  less  than  the  route  Jby 
Chicago,  Mackinack,  and  Detroit. 

The  memorial  further  shows  that  the  country 
adjacent  to  this  northern  cross  railroad  is  the  most 
fertile  in  Illinois,  and  the  farmers  already  raise  a 
great  surplus  of  products  in  it;  but  the  location  is 
80  far  irom  the  means  of  transporting  this  surplus 
to  market,  that  ibe  crops  are  rotting  on  the  hands 
of  the  farmers.  It  is  also  stated,  (bat  ^ome  con- 
siderable poruon  of  the  public  lands  arc  vet  un^ 
sold  on  tbl<;  route.  It  is  also  staled  that  this 
improvement  is  national,  eitending  from  the 
Mississippi  to  Boston;  and  thai  similar  puUie 
works  ia  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  have  re- 
ceived donations  ia  land  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  aid  the  Sates  in  such  improvements. 
The  memorial  goes  further,  and  say%  that  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  will  be  enhanced  in  value  more 
than  double  by  the  construction  of  this  road  in 
Illinois;  and,  in  consideration  of  these  facts,  the 
resolutions  ot  the  Legislature  pray  that  every  aU 
teraate  section  of  the  public  land  along  the  route 
in  Illinois,  be  granted  to  the  Slate,  to  aid  in  the 
completion  of  this  public  improvement.  The 
reserved  land  will  be  enhanced  more  in  value  by 
the  donation,  than  the  whole  is  at  present.  The 
memorial  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  in  the  House 
of  Representatives;  and  they  are  so  just  and 
reasonable,  tha'  no  doubt  a  favorable  action  will 
be  had  on  them,  if  the  lateness  of  the  session  does 
not  prevent  it,  as  there  is  not  much  more  than  two 
weeks  of  the  session  yet  unexpired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON,  a  memorial 
some  time  since  presented  by  him,  in  relation  to 
steamboat  ezplos^^os,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLERKS  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  rose,  and  submitted  the  folbw- 
ing  resolution: 

Reaolvedj  Tluu  the  Becrelary  of  Stale,  the  Secretarj  of  the 
Treftiurr,  the  Secretary  of  War,  tlte  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  Poatmaater  General,  report  to  llua  HoQie  the  DtiintMr. 
olaaKs,  and  OMnpeneation  of  penona  employed  to  their  aererai 
depanmeDia,  reepeciiyely,  on  the  lat  day  or  January,  1839,  and 
on  the  Ut  day  of  January,  1843;  diaUnguiehiog,  by  bureaus, 
where  tlwy  exiet  in  tlie  department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  appetred  to  him  that  a 
useless  expense  would  be  incnrred  by  the  sdoptkm 
of  that  resolntton;  and  if^was  especially  onneces- 
sary,  as  all  the  information  which  it  wonld  call  for 
was  already  published  in  public  doeaments. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  if  it  was  in  the  public  doc- 
uments, it  wonld  take  so  much  less  time  to  collect 
it  in  the  shape  which  he  prop<Ked. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  in  Che  present  state  of 
the  national  treasury,  they  should  save  all  the  ea* 
pense  they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  BO  WNE  a^ked  if  that  debate  was  In  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  BO  WNE  then  objected  to  it,  and  to  tha  re- 
ception of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  mored  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolation  was  adopted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  READ  said  for  two  months  he  bad  been 
appealing  to  the  House  to  place  on  the  Journal  a 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  on  a  very  import- 
ant subject.  It  was  a  subject  of  the  deepest  im* 
portance,  and  one  on  which  the  House  ought  to 
have  acied  at  the  commencement  of  the  session — 
he  alluded  to  a  modification  of  the  tariff.  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  did  not  now,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  expect  that  the  House  would  act  dn  that 
subjec;  but  he  desired  that  his  proposition  should 
go  on  the  journal.  [Objections  were  made  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  hall]  He  continued:  if  it  were 
objected  to,  be  would  object  to  eyery  thing  oat  of 


order  to  the  end  of  the  seMUiDi,  (Uoghter.l  For 
two  months  he  had  been  offeringt««  resolation  but 
without  effect  ,  ' 

Mr., STANLY  objected  to  ihe  eontiniNuoQ  ^f 
the  gentleman*s  argomant. 

Mr.  READ  said  he  was  not  arguing  the  qnee- 
tion 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  the  gentleman  was 

arguing  it. 
rCrtes  of  ''Read  the  resoInUoa."] 
The  Clerk  read  it  aceordingly,  as  follows: 

Whereaa  the  act  of  Coofreae  aotfUed  "Aa  ad  to  provide  reTS* 
Due  from  Unporia.  and  to  change  and  modify  esiauog  lawe  im* 
poiing  duUee  oo  Importa,  andjov  other  purpoaea."  paand  aOih 
AUfuat,  184%  having  baea  paaead  fai  the  hurry  aid  confuaioa  of 
tha  laat  dav  of  a  wmion,  and  ihawfora  greaily  deHeaive,  not 
oolv  ia  ita  deiaUa,  bit  in  aome.a/  ka  principka(  inpeeiM  pro- 
hibitory dutiea  on  a  great  variety  af  artieia%  thaiaby  ao  Ar  da- 
featiag  healf,  both  ia  lagaid  «o  revamia  ami  pncaottuo— iha  lat. 
ter^byadmioiataEinf«  powerful  atimnlaei  to  iha  amvggtloc 
trade;  therefore, 

iZeto/ved,  That  the  OoaimUtaa  of  Waye  and  Meaaa  be  la- 
etmcted  to  ioqoire  into  Che  ftzpedjeacar  of  nportteg  a  bill,  aup- 
plementarrtothaMidaaor  thaaOthAaguallMa,  bMadupoa 
the  following  principlea,  vis: 

1.  Tu  provide  an  adeiquate  reveniie  Ibr  the  aeonooilta]  ad- 
miniatratioa  of  the  OovarnoBeAt,  aodoo  laore  aay  ftom  twenty 
to  tweoty*three  milliona. 

2.  ArucleeclaMedas  ^aeceaiariee  of  life,*'  andeoterinchitt> 

J;eneral  consumptiM,  of  a  deacription  not  grtwn  or  proiueed 
nthe  United  Stated,  to  be  admitted  tree  of  dsiy. 

3.  Articlee  imported,  coming  in  competition  with  thoae  grown 
or  produced  in  the  United  State*,  to  be  taxed  ao  ae  to  give  am> 
pie  protection  to  our  tarmere,  planien^  ■uneaniuwia,  and  oaa- 
chanica. 

.  4.  The  meaaure  of  auch  protection  to  be,  la  all  eaaea,eo  much 
duty  aa  will  make  the  cost  of  the  fbretos  artldeis  our  marketo 
equal  to  the  cost  of  production  to  tfiaUahad  Slacea,  and  ao 
more:  thna  briogiog  the  foreign  and  Amarioan  nanulaetarer 
imo  our  markeur  on  a  feotini  of  pei^Kt  equality,  locreaaing 
the  aupplyin  propoition  to  toe  demand,  and  thereby  redocinf 
the  price  to  the  oonaumer. 

6.  If  K  ihould  Im  Ibuod  nacaanry  to  impoaa  higher  dutiea/ar 
revtnut  than  are  required  by  the  lihl  meaaure  of  protection, 
in  each  case  Iwntrieo  to  pay  a  hiahef  duty  than  ntotmarUo. 

6.  No  drawback  to  ba  auowed  on  foreign  angaia  Tefloed  in 
(ha  Uaiiad  Biateai  nor  on  apirita  dMUed  ttma  foreign  mo- 
laaaea. 

7.  No  drawback  to  ba  allowed  to  any  ease,  azcapi  on  cooda 
imported^iBd  apeciaUy  enlend  for  aspoitaUoo,  aodactuaUy  ax- 
ported  within  funaty  daya  from  the  time  of  importation. 

8.  All  duties  to  be  panl  in  cash  at  the  time  of  importation. 

9.  All  dutiea  to  ba  levied  on  the  tma  value  of  tha  fooda  in 
the  principal  porta  of  the  United  States;  the  valuation  to  be 
made,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  collector  of  the  port;  and,  If 
the  importer  shall  appeal,  the  value  to  be  finally  aacertained 
by  a  t)oard  of  commlariooata,  to  ba  appofaMad  for  that  par- 
poaa. 

Mr.  BRONSON  intemiptad  tha  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  and  objected  to  their  reeeption. 

Mr.  RBAD  moved  a  snupeaBioA  of  the  mlet^ 
an  on  this  he  eaUed  for  the  yean  and  naya* 

The  House  did  not  order  the  yeas  and  naya. 

Mr.  RBAD  made  soma  remarks  on  the  course 
he  was  desirotia  to  pncsae;  hot  hit  obserrationa 
were  not  heard  at  tha  reporter's  derir. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  ralea  waa  liien  nega- 
tiyed. 

RETREHCHMBNT. 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the 
Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  appointed  on 
the  3d  day  of  February  last,  was  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witnesses 
on  oath. 

THE  WAREHOUSINa  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  anbndtted  a  reaohition 
to  make  bill  No.  730  (being  a  bill  makiag  provi- 
sion for  the  warchiHwtng  of  iusported  goods)  tha 
specisl  order  for  Tuesday,  the  9tst  instant. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  ejected,  and  Mid  he  hoped  they 
would  have  no  more  special  orders  daring  thi^ 
■essiun. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  moved  a  saipension  of 
the  rules;  but  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

BILL  No.  548. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  inquired  what  the  order  of  tha 
day  was. 

The  SPEAKER  replied^  House  bill  No.  548. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  FILLMORB  moTed  that  the  House  resolre 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr, 
UanaawooD  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  noyed  that  tha  eommittae  pro- 
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of  tfiis  Oongrast— « the  yttf  last  hour  of  tin  third 
aessfon  of  Confess,  to  proclaim  to  this  country 
tttat  he  had  no  opinion  on  the  ways  and  meant ! 

Mr.  FILLMORE  begged  permission  to  explain. 

Mr.  WISB  said  he  should  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  that  he  meant  he 
had  formed  no  opinion  independent  of  exeoutive 
eommunications. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  believed 
the  eommimieation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas 
of  y  was  correct* 

Mr.  FILLMORB  replied  that  he  had  no  means 
of  showing  its  incorrectness,  aftd  he  had  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Secretary  was  a  dishonest  man. 

Mr.  WISB  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  believed  in  the  data  of  the  Secretary? 

Bir.  BOTTS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
gentleman.  fh>m  Virginia  had  no  right  te  poll  the 
members  of  the  Ck^mmittee  of  Wa^s  and  Means  in 
this  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  rose  to  explain. 

Bir.  WISE  begged  the  reporters  to  take  note  of 
the  gentleman^  explanation.  And  what  was  ill 
It  was  this:  ^'I  have  no.opinlon  independent  of  the 
infomsatioA  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 
What  is  your  opinion  about  Uie  information  of  the 
*8earetary  of  the  Treasury?  "I  have  no  means  of 
showing  that  it  is  incorrect.*'  Well,  now,  what 
was  the  gcntkman's  opinion  at  last?  Nothing  at 
All.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  tbAt  if  the  data  of  the  Secretary  were  cor* 
net,  why  then  hia  calculations  were  correct. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  asked  if  the  Secretary's  data  were 
correct)  and  the  reply  was,  *4  have  no  means  of 
knowing  whether  they  are  correet  or  incorrect." 
Aitd  this  came  from  the  chairman  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  eonfessed  that,  inde* 
pdhlent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  had 
got  no  opinion  at  alt.  Did  they  believe  that  he 
had  got  no  oj^ionl  The  gentleman  did  not  say  he 
had  got  no  opinion;  but  though  he  had  got  no  spe- 
dfie  opinion,  he  (Blr.  W.)  believed  he  had  a  gen* 
oral  conclusion  as  to  the  correction  of  those  £ita. 
Now,  he  asked  for  the  motive  for  the  concealment 
of  those  opinions.  *He  asked  why  there  was  not 
a  report  from  that  committee? 

Mr.  FILLMORB  asked  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia if  he  believed  the  report  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  be  was  nearer  the  Execu- 
tive than  he  (Mr.  F.)  could  be;  or  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  any  means  of  knowing 
that  it  was  false. 

Mr.  WISB.  This  is  not  a  question  of  falsehood. 
[Laughter.]  He  begged  gentlemen  to  wait  for  p 
answer  before  they  laugh^.  He  told  the  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York '  that  he  differed  wholly  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Had  they  got  their 
answer?  [Laughter.]  Now,  would  the  gentleman 
answer  him  a  questidn?  Did  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  believe  in  the  correctness  of  the  Seerc- 
tafy'8  report?  [Cries of  ^'Thafb  fair."]  Now,  let 
gentlemen  laagh.  He  (Mr.  W.)  differed  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  believed  hia 
data  would  be  found  to  be  a  sandy  foundation,  and 
that  the  supeietrueture  based  upon  it  must  fall  no- 
eesMurily. 

The  gentleman  pursued  these  remarks  in  this 
strain  some  time,  and  expressed  his  dread  of  an 
extra  seraion,  and  his  desire  to  avoid  its  necessity. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  replied,  and  Mr.  WISB  re- 
j<mied. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  this 
declaration  from  the  gentleman.  If  that  gentle- 
man, standing  upon  this  floor,  and-speakingthe  sen- 
timents of  this  Administration,  declared  that  an 
extra  session  ought  not  to  be  called,  and  that  there 
were  no  reasons  for  it,  he  (Mr.  F.)  wss  truly 
gUd  to  hear  it.  As  to  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  discharged  their  duty  or  not, 
he  had  but  little  to  say.  The  present  was  the  short 
session;  and,  during  its  continuance,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  to  perform  the  duty 
of  examining  a  double  set  of  appropriation  billf— 
for  the  half  calendar  year,  and  for  the  fiscal  year. 
They  had  atoo  before  them  a  proposition  to  bring 
back  into  the  treasury  money  whidi  was  said  to 
have  been  hitherto  squandered;  also,  the  reoom- 
iMMlatioii  0/  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 


means  should  be  provided  for  carrying  the  depart-"- 
ment  throogh  the  year  to  the  1st  of  January  next; 
and  also  the  exchequer  project,  Which  had  occupied 
much  of  their  time.  These  were  the  duties  which 
they  bad  to  perform  during  this  slunrt  session. 
Whether  the  committee  had  been  diligent  or  not, 
it  was  for  the  House  to  say.  With  what  ability 
the  duties  had  been  performed,  it  certainly  did  not 
become  him  to  say.  But  if  it  was  a  fact  (as  con- 
ceded by  the  President  in  the  ipessage  just  read) 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform 
the  House  as  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  he  put  it  to  the  gentlemen  to  point  out  a 
single  fact  which  indicated  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  abandoned  all  measures  to 
carry  the  Government  thfoagh  the  year.  The 
committee  took  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  that  officer  stated  that  there 
would  be  enough  means  to  carry  on  the  Gk>vern» 
ment  through  the  half  calendar  year,  and  through 
the  fisdd  year  to  Jupe,  1844,  and  then  leave  a 
million  and  a  half  in  the  treasury.  When 
doubt  began  to  be  expressed  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Secretary's  calculations,  the  commit- 
tee, unconnected  as  they  were  by  any  near  re- 
lations to  the  Administration,  caused  inquiries  to 
be  made  of  the  Secretary,  with  a  view  of  afford- 
ing him  an  opportunitv  to  revne  his  estimates. 
Therefore  it  was  that  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  calling  on  him  for  the  amount  which  he 
estimated  would  be  received  and  paid  out  during 
the  year. 

He  would  say  to  the  House,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive^  if  he  saw  fit,  to  exhaust 
the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  an  extra 
session  of  Congress,  ouch  a  thing  might  be  done; 
if  it  was  done,  the  Executive  would  be  responsible 
for  the  extra  session. 

It  was  known  that  large  appropriations  would 
be  made  by  this  Congress,  to  lie  over  until  next 
year.  Now,  it  was  only  necessary  for  tife  Pre8i<' 
dent,  in  the  exercise  of  his  power  to  control  the  ex- 
penditures of  these  appropriations,  to  exhaust  the 
treasury,  by  paying  them  over  before  they  were  ab- 
solutely needed;  and  thus  cieate  the  very  necessity 
(an  extra  session)  which  the  gentleman  deplored. 
If  there  should  be  no  more  expended  during  the  year 
than  what  was  appropriated  by  Congress  for  that 
period,  he  should  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  treasury  would  be  sufficient.  He 
only  asked  that  the  Government  might  be  admin- 
istered as  it  had  been  in  years  past.  In  such  an 
event,  he  did  believe  that  the  means  of  the  treasury 
would  prove  sufficient  He  believed  he  had  said 
alt  that  was  necessary  on  this  head. 

As  to  the  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  moved  by  thi  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,]  all  he  bad  to  say  was;  that  he 
deemed  them  unnecessary.  They  implied  a  cen- 
.  sure  upon  the  committee;  and  be  knew  not  what 
duly  they  had  omitted  which  called  for  censure 
upon  them.  The  committee  had  never  neglected 
to  consider  carefully  anything  that  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Bxecutive. ' 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  acd  withdrew  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  printing  of  the  message;  after  which. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuxsDAT,  February  14, 1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  (pre  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  further  oomplianee  with  a 
resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  38th  of  December 
last,  the  following  statement,  showing  the  amount 
of  accruing  duties  during  the  3d  acd  4tb  qaarters 
of  the  past  year,  and  the  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  for  the  last  quarter,  as  follows: 

AccniiogdutlMduTiDgth«dd  quarter    •  -  e3,aOM06  31 

AccToicg  duties  duriog  the  4ihqaart«r   •  -    2,679,380  26 

o^od4«88d  69 
Value  of  importa  ADd  ezportaduriog  the  4ih  Quarter  of  1812^ 

•6,460^1 


It 


Importa  free  of  doty 
"       paying  duty  > 

Bzporta  of  foreign  gooda— 
Free  of  duty     • 
Paying  duty     • 


Bzporti  of  domeatic  produce 


7,197,498 

1,023,669 

1,219,532 

2,8iai(n 


•13,648,094 


27,472,919    [ 


Mr.  EVANS  presebted  a  memonal'  fromm^* 
zens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  tbe  rcpod 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Lubee,  Mslae* 
praying  such  legislation  on  tbe  pait  of  Congtss 
as  will  produce  greater  ree^ocity  in  our  oemner- 
cial  regulations  with  foreign  powers:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  leave  wis 
granted  to  Molly  Luther,  Mary  Chase,  D^ct 
Peck,  and  George  Johnson,  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tions and  papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  Rulh 
Milligan,  praying  that  the  sum  of  fSdO  continsB* 
tal  notes,  paid  to  her  husband,  since  deceased,  for 
his  services  daring  the  revoiuiaonary  war,  may  bs 
made  good  to  her  or  her  children,  by  sudi  generil 
and  equitable  law  as  may  be  finally  passed  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  L.  remarked  that,  if  ^ny  eomnities 
should  be  hereaOer  raised  to  take  into  contidsn- 
tion  the  subject  of  paying  the  debts  of  the  Biatis, 
he  would  move  the  reference  of  this  petition 
to  that  committee.  It  struck  hinl^  faowsver,  tbat 
there  would  be  more  propriety  in  paying  off  Ae 
old  revolutionary  debt,  before  the  idea  of  assmMog 
the  debts  of  the  Slates  was  eniertaioed.  For  the 
present,  he  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the 
table.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  ivhich  had  been  i» 
ferred  tbe  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  fitenate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Do  Buys,  postmaill^ 
at  New  Orleans,  reported  the  bill  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  Senate  concur  ia  ths 
amendments. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Senate  eoa- 
cuned. 

Mi.  CHOATE,f)rom  the  Gomautlae  oa  MmiI, 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton;  which  was  read,  and  ordeiudtsa 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolatioMf 
adopted  hy  the  Legislaitare  of  the  Stata  ofMaiae, 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  BepM» 
sentatives  from  that  State  to  vote  for  the  abolnh* 
OMUt  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  ia 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  for  tlie  adoptioaof 
such  a  plan  of  military  instructions  as  will  be  Uh 
partial  in  its  operations,  and  consistant  with  tbs 
spirit  and  genius  of  our.  liberal  institutions;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  CouHnittee  on  F^isioas, 
made  a  report,  (which  was  ordered  to  be^rintsd,) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  tbe  House  bill  for  die 
relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison. 

On  motion  by  Blr.  BATES,  leave  was  granted 
to  Thomas  Flanagan  to  withdraw  his  petitioa  u4 
papers  from  the  files  of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  from  the  GommiUee  oa 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  uf 
the  Senate,  instructing  that  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  system  of 
revenue  cutters,  and  to  employ  a  part  of  tbe  navy 
of  the  United  States  in  that  service,  made  a  reporL 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  accompasied 
by  a  resolution,  declaring  that  it  was  ineipedieDt 
to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  bsd 
been  referred  House  bill  entitled  <'An  act  toredaoe 
the  number  and  compensation  of  the, officers  and 
others  employed  in  the  port  of  New  York,"  ro- 
ported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  to  strike  oat 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  foUowing  reeo- 
lolion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  \»  diredid  to 
inform  the  Senate  of  the  net  amount  of  revenue  leodved  ftoa 
the  cuttoms  in  the  month  of  January,  18(3,  aeeoidinf  to  the 
current  returna  made  to  the  Treaeury  D^iutinmt. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  Markbia 
Tristoe,  late  postmaster  at  warren,  Benton  eotmiy, 
Missouri,  praying  that  the  amount  of  a  jodgaeiit 
obtained  against  him  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Missouri  district  m^  be  re> 
funded  to  htm:  referred  to  tfaA  Oommitlee  oo  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Abrahim  WH* 
cox,  representing  that  he  is  the  father  of  twenty- 
two  ehUdreni  praying  aid  of  the  O^nmmmt  w 
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a  rompa^n  (•  go  to  ibe  Oreg^nA  Tenritoiy, 
a^iirto  gnnta  <if  IsjmIi  &e.;  which  ^as  tead,  and 
laid  on  te  table. 

The  reaolatkm  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce^ 
to  diMharge  thpa  committee  Crom  the  f orUier  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  of  ihe  Senate  of  the  37th  of 
December  last,  directing  it  to  inqnire  into  the  state  of 
Ofu  tonnage,  freights,  and  commerce,  and  to  report 
whether  thef  were  prosperous  under  our  existing 
regnlatioiia  with  feceifn  powers^  dka.,  and  to  refer 
the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  directing 
him  to  make  the  inc^uiries  touching  me  matter,  and 
to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
vms  uken  np;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
HUNTINGTON  and  WOODBURY,  was  adopted. 

The   follewiag   resolntien*  iatrodnced  by  Mr. 

BrnvoK  on  yesterday,  was  tahea  up  forcensid- 

entioniaad,  afkera  few  remarks  by  Mr.  ARCHEIt» 

let  in  oppoeiiioii  to  its  adoption,  but  expressing  the 

beUsfibat  the  call  was  nnlike  aay  ever  made,  it 

was  agreed  to,  vin 

R9$Uv9dt  that  the  PrMidentof  the  Unii«4  SietMbe  reqoMU 
•dio  oomiDODieftte  to  the  Seoue  a  copy  of  the  commiasioii,  or 
letttof  of  inetnuMloo,  which  may  have  been  eiren  to  Daniel 
WebRer,  Egq.^  Secretary  of  State,  to  treat  with  Lord  Ashbartoa, 
latoipedpl  mmieier  ftom  Great  Britain  to  the  Uoited  Staua. 

liie  engrossed  joint  resohition  directing  the  trans- 
fer of  the  stoek  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  to  the  cities  of  Washington,  Ckorge- 
town,  and  Alaxmndtia,  on  certain  conditkinsi  came 
np  for  a  thM  reading. 

m^KINQ  remarked  that  one-  of  the  conditions 
in  te  bttl  on  which  the  steek  was  surrendered, 
was,  that  Ihe  Obetapeake  and  «Obie  Canal  shall  be 
completed  to  Cumberland.  He  inquired  of  the 
Sdaior  from  Maryland  [Mr.  MaaaiCK]  wliether  he 
ceasMered  drnt  the  terms  of  the  bill  were  such  as 
anthoiised  the  Geveromeat  to  reclaim  the  stock 
incase  theteiasof  the  bill  were  not  complied 
with. 

Mr«MBRaiCK  lepikd  that,  if  the  conditions 
ware  not  complied  with,  the  whole  of  the  stock 
WMld  revert  to  the  Gkinrernmcnt. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
paned. 

The  jeiat  resorntion  for*  the  distribution  of  eefw 
taia  copies  of  the  Census  Returns  and  Compeadinm 
of  the  £Hxth  Census,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed.  ** 

The  bill  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Assist- 
ant PostmaetedTs  General,  vesting  the  power  to  ap- 
point them  in  the  President,  by  and  wltn  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

BANKRUPT  LAW.    • 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that  he  hadgiven  notice  to  the 
Ssnaie  on  yesterday,  that  he  would  on  to-day  move 
to  ix  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  law.  He  was  disposed  to  give 
nelies  that  lie  would  on  Monday  next  ask  the  Sen- 
ate 10  take  that  bill  op  for  consideration.  He  said 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  information  obtained 
ftoa  the  Se^ecary  of  State,  as  to  the  operations 
of  Ihe  law,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  should  be  as  widely  disssminated  as  possible 
before  they  were  called  upon  to 'act  finally  upon 
thebill;  and  il  was  desirable  to  give  farther  time  to 
Bipalors  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  the  amendments  recommended  by 
it  He  soppoeed  that  all  that  was  desired  by  delay 
could  be  aeoomplished  by  Monday  next. 

Mr«  YOUNGF  preferred  that  the  bill  should  be 
then  lakin  up,  and  made  the  special  order  for  fifton- 
day  next;  but,  on  being  informed  that  such  eonrse 
would  place  the  bill  behind  other  special  orders, 
he  aequiesoed  in  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BsRaiia. 

RETRENCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

The  resolutions  introduced  on  Tuesday  last  by 
Mr.  McDuFFiBy  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  meas- 
ures to  revive  commerce,  replenish  ibe  impov- 
tnthkd  exchequer,  and  to  arrest  ihe  accumulation 
of  public  debt,  by  reducing  the  tariff  of  the  last 
scf&ion  to  a  revenue  standard,  and  by  practising  a 
rigid  system  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  ac- 
countability, came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  (in  reply  to  M^.  McDomzVi  re- 
mckaQfyeatenUj)  addressed  the  Senate  for  up- 


wards of  two  hours  and  a  half,  discussing  at  large 
the  various  topics  involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  and  the  additional 
resolutions  which  he  had  himself  submitted. 

At  the  outset,  he  remarked,  it  was  with  very  great 
reluctance  that  he  rose  to  occupy  any  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  there  were  so  many  important  and  pressing 
matters  demanding  its  attention,  in  the  discussion 
of  these  resolutions— resolutions  which  be  feared 
were  to  end  in  discussion  alene.  Nevertheless,  as 
tbey  were  deemed  of  very  great  importance,  (as 
they  certainly  were,)  and  had  been  discussed  with 
ability  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuFFis,]  who  always  evidenced  an  ability  in 
whatever  be  undertook  to  discuss,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  dntyasbriefly  as  possible  to  submit  sivh remarks 
as  the  hasty  consideration  of  the  subject  would  ena- 
ble him  to  make.  The  resolutions  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  condition  of 
the  treasury — to  the  finances  and  commerce  of  the 
country;  and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  speech 
with  which  the  Senator  had  favored  the  Senate  was 
directed  to  the  condition  of  the 'business  of  the 
country,  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  admitted  were 
inseparably  connected.  He  agreed  with  the  Sena- 
tor fully  and  tboroagbly,  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  was  crippled  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
that  business  was  deeply  embarrassed.  He  would 
n'ot  differ  from  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  which  proposed  a  system 
of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  of  limiting  the 
expenses  of  Government  to  the  income  which  may 
be  derived  by  the  treasury  from  all  sources.  He 
would  agree  with  the  Senator,  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  was  greatly  embarrassed  and  crip- 
pled; but  he  differed  from  him  radically  as  to  the 
causes  which  bad  occasioned  it,  and  as  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  measures  which  be  proposed  to  revive 
it. 

Mr.  E.  then  proceeded  to  a  minute  investigation 
of  the  measures  which  he  conceived  had  led  to  the 
derangements  of  the  currency,  to  which  he  mainly 
attributed  the  distresses  of  the  country.  He  vindi- 
cated the  course  which  he  and  the  friends  with 
whom  he  had  acted  took  in  defence  of  the  State 
banks,  af\er  they  had  been  stimulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  broken  down,  and  when  the  Adminis- 
tration tdrned  round  on  them,  and  endeavored  to 
destroy  them. 

Having  disposed  of  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  adverted  to  the  position  assumed  in  the  Sena- 
tor's resolutions — that  the  tariff  law  was  the  cause  of 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  that  a  revision  of 
that  law  would  resuscitate  commerce.  He  con- 
tended that  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  two- 
fold--foreign  and  dome^ic ;  and  that  the  one  was 
dependent  on  the  other;  so  that,  if  domestic  com- 
merce languished  and  fell  into  decay,  so  must  foreign 
commerce.  It  was,  therefore,  more  reasonable 
to  trace  the  erippled  state  of  foreign  commerce  to 
causes  which  had  operated  on  domestic  commerce, 
than  to  what  the  Senator  contends  was  for  the  pro- 
tection and  benefit  of  the  home  manufacturing  in- 
terests identified  with  domestic  commerce.  In 
tracing  out  their  causes,  he  (Mr.  B.^  had  satisfied 
himself  that  they  had  their  origin  m  the  want  of 
a  sound  currency  of  uniform  value  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  This,  he  contended,  was  the  great 
source  of  the  evils  under  which  the  country  labored. 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and 
its  resources,  he  assumed  that  the  dutiable  imports 
of  the  year  1843  would  be  forty-two  millions- 
yielding  a  revenue  from  customs  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  He  estimated  that 
the  actual  expenditures  of  the  Government,  Inde- 
pendent of  the  interest  on  debt,  would  not  exceed 
twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  and  a . 
half  ending  30th  June,  1844.  He  combated  the ' 
idea  that  the  debt  could,  by  any  possibility,  reach 
to  what  bad  been  assumed  by  some — thirty  or  forty 
millions  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  did  not  at 
present  exceed  twenty-five  millions;  and  could  not 
be  inereased  one  dollar  without  a  law  of  Congress 
to  that  effect;  of  which  there  was  no  possible  chance 
now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The  reduc- 
tions and  retrenchments  effected  by  Congress  in  ibe 
appropriation  bills  rendered  it  certain  that  the  Gov- 
ernment could  uti  along  very  well,  and  without 
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the  slightest  embarrassment,  by  being  allowed  to 
re-is&ue  treasury  notes  already  authorized.  Thofe 
bearing  interest  were  already  at  a  *  premium,  and 
would  naturally  stay  out  without  any  effort;  and  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  allow  the  treasury 
notes  falling  due  this  year  to  bear  interest,  to  keep 
them  out  too,  and  prevent  them  from  embarrassing 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  E.  attributed  to  the  passage  of  the  tariff  law 
of  last  session  the  revival  of  the  credit  of  the  Gov* 
emment,  and  the  high  appreciation  of  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  stocks  in  the  money  market. 

Speaking  of  his  resolutions,  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  several  States  to  make  provision 
for  meeting  their  engagements,  and  sustaining  their 
credit,  he  contended  that  the  General  Government 
had  a  right  to  make  that  declaration,  without  in- 
curring the  censure  of  the  States,  inasmuch  as  the 
depreciation  of  their  credit  reacted  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States;  and  besides,  as  a  creditor  of 
some  of  those  States,  at  leas^  to  the  amount  of  six 
or  seven  millions,  the  United  States  was  entitled 
to  the  rights  of  a  creditor,  in  regard  to  exprcFaing 
its  opinions. 

He  also  maintained  that  the  General  Gk>vern- 
ment,  being  the  Government  of  the  same  people  ' 
who  owned  the  States  'themselves,  was  bound  to. 
render  those  States,  in  their  necessity,  whatever 
assistance  it  was  in  its  power  to  afford.  How  that 
was  to  be  done,  was  a  matter  of  consideration,  and 
could  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  become 
a  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  proposing  the  follewiog 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McDuffie: 
for  which  see  proceedings  of  the  15th  Feb. 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  three 
resolutions  of  the  amendment,  with  a  view  to  in- 
sert the  following: 

Reaotoed,  That  the  distrutt  and  obloquy  cast  upon  the  Fed- 
eral  Government  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  certain  States  to 
make  prompt  payment  of  their  debta,  is  an  unjust  and  unfeund. 
ed  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good  faith;  that,  while  this 
Government  deplores  the  miscuided  policy  of  those  Stales 
which  have  erabanassed  themselves,  ft  disclaims  all  liability, 
legiOly  or  morally,  for  such  delioqueocy;  while,  in  vin^catlon 
orlts own  unblemished  faith  and  honor,  it  appeals  with  confi- 
dence to  its  past  hiMory. 

Mr.  D.  then  remarked  that  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  embark  in  the  general  discussion  which 
had  arisen  on  these  resolutions;  but,  having  submit- 
ted this  amendment  to  one  of  the  resolutions,  he 
would  feel  gratified  if  the  Senate  would  afford  him 
a  few  moments  in  which  to  express  his  ylews  on 
the  subject  of  his  amendment.  It  was  very  de- 
sirable to  him  that  the  matter  should  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  pledging  himself  to  occupy  the  8«i« 
ate  but  a  few  minutes  at  that  time. 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked  that  he  wished  to  submit 
a  paper  which  he  had  prepared,  expressing  his  own 
views  on  the  snbject«matter  brought  into  'the  dis- 
cussion on  these  resolutiens.  It  was  not  then  in 
order  to  submit  this  paper  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resorutions  pending;  but,  with  the  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  would  present,  it  with  the  view— if  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  fVem  New 
Jlersey  [Mr.  Uatton]  was  rejecfed— of  submitting 
it  as  a  substitute  for  the  last  three  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evims  ]  The  paper 
was  read. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  that  both  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  the  paper  submitted  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  would  be  re- 
ceived and  printed.  They  were  received,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  he  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  fnd  that,  when  there  were  just  about 
two  weeks  of  the  session  left,  a  general  discussion 
was  likely  to  be  opened  up  on  a  proposition  out  of 
which  DO  practical  good  could  grow.  If  Ihe  die- 
cussion  was  permitted  to  progress,  the  whole  ses- 
sion would  be  consumed  in  unprofitable  debate. 
He  therefore  rose  for  the  simple  purpose  of  giving 
notice  to  the  Senate  that  on  to-mono w,  as  soon 
after  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jeney 
[Mr.  Datton]  as  he  could  get  the  floor,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  propositions  on  the 
table;  and  he  trusted  that  all  those  Senators  who 
were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  practical  business 
of  the  session  would  be  in  their  places,  and  sus- 
tain, by^their  votes,  the  proposition  he  intended  to 
make. 
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Mr.  ALLBN  did  Bot  b«Ueve  that  the  discussion 
'wbich  was  suggested  on  the  introductioD  of  ihe 
resolatioDs  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.McDuFPis]  was  unprofitable  or  un- 
wise*, and  if  be  had  even  supposed  that  such  was 
the  case  with  reference  to  those  resolutions,  he 
should  bare  changed  bis  opinion  after  the  intro- 
duction of  (he  several  propositions  now  laid  before 
that  body.  The  proposition  submitted  as  an 
'amendment  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  intended  to  present  to  the  Senate 
the  qaestion  of  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the 
States,  having  come  before  them  on  the  responsi<* 
bility  of  a  Senator,  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  the 
Senate,  in  the  present  emergency,  not  to  meet  the 
question  fully,  fairly,  and  openly.  He  then  said 
he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  hope 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  would  Uie  Senate 
agree  to  the  motion  which  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  MsaaiCK]  intimated  his  inten- 
tion to  submit.  The  language  of  the  rc^solutioas 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  admonished  them  of 
the  consequences  which  would  be  fairly  deduced  if 
the  Senate  adopted  this  side  way  of  disposing  of  the 
question*,  that  delusive  hopes  would  be  entertained 
that  this  Government  would  endorse  the  faltering 
credit  of  the  States,  by  directly  or  indirectly  assn- 
ning  their  debts.  Such  (said  he)  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  faOure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  express 
itB  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  negative  act  of  a 
failure  to  express  an  opinion  against  the  assump- 
tion, would  he  construed  as  giving  a  shadow  of 
countenance  to  the  scheme.  He  appealed  to  the 
Senate  to  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  to  make  the 
Tote  of  laying  the  resolutions  on  the  table  a  teet 
question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  very  much  impressed 
with  the  same  considerations  exprened  hy  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mxrrick,]  that  a 
protracted  discussion  on  these  resolutions  and 
amendments  would  obstruct  the  pressing  and  ne- 
cessary business  of  Congress  yet  to  be  acted  upon 
this  session.  There  were  but  fifteen  days  of  the 
session  yet  unexpired,  during  which  a  very  large 
number  of  public  and  private  bills  must  be  acted 
upon.  No  compensating  benefit  could  be  expected 
from  the  discussion  of  mere  abstract  questions  lead- 
ing to  no  action;  for  experience  had  shown  that 
resolutions  of  this  kind  were,  from  time  to  time, 
offered  and  discussed  at  former  sessions,  for  weeks 
upon  weeks,  without  leading  to  any  practical  re- 
sults. He  instanced  several  occasions,  within  a 
few  years  back,  in  which  much  time  had  been  de- 
Toted  to  abstract  discussions.  At  the  same  time, 
as  the  question  of  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts,  or  of  assisting  the  States  lo  get  out  of  their 
indebtedness,  had  been  mooted,  he  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  it  was  now  necessary  to  have 
some  unequivocal  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Senate  on  that  point,  and  would  be  glad 
if  it  could    be  brought   up   either   in    the  form 

Proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
lives,}  or  in  some  other  form;  for  he  desired  an 
opportunity  to  give  expression  to  his  sentiments* 
But  be  feared  so  much  discu&sion  would  take  place, 
and  so  many  subjects  of  controversy  would  be 
opened  up  before  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  could  come  up,  that  an  opportunity 
would  not  be  afforded  of  taking  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  directly  on  the  question;  and  he  could, 
therefore,  wish  it  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Senator  as  a  distinct  proposition,  en  which  a  vote 
could  be  taken  directly.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would,  bow- 
ever,  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  mak^  a  report  on  the  memorials  and  pe- 
titions which  had  been  referred  te  that  committee 
in  such  numbers  during  the  session,  and  hoped  he 
would  be  prepared,  in  a  day  or  two,  to  make  that 
report. 

hfr.  EVANS  said  that  no  petitions  were  before 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  ^aid  there  were  great  num- 
bers of  petitions  and  memorials  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  o^'  issuing  Government  scrip, 
based  on  the  public  lands,  to  the  amount  of 
1300,000.000,  for  the  relief  of  the  Stales,  which  was 
the  same  thing. 
Idr.  EVANS  replied  that  petiUons  in  relatiou 


to  a.curreecy  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of 
that  kind  had  been  referred  to  the  committee;  but 
they  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  referred  (he  Senator  to  the 
very  last  peiition  be  (Mr.  B.)  had  presented,  and 
which  had  been  referred  te  the  committee. 

Mr.  ARCHEft  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  that,  the  question  having  come  before  Ihe 
Seaate-^no  matter  in  what  shape,  or  how— it 
would  not  now  do  to  give  it  the  go*by;  and  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  direct  vote  upon  it.  He  also 
concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  in  the 
necessity  of  applying  the  remaining  time  of  the 
session  to  the  real,  practical  business  of  legislation. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  suggestion  he  would  throw 
out  would  meet  Ihe  unanimous  concurrence  of 
every  Senator.  It  was,  that,  after  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  (who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  to 
whom  it  is  in  dburtesy  due)  shall  have  expressed 
his  views  to-morrow,  the  vote  on  the  amendments, 
in  their  order,  aiid  then  on  the  resolutions,  will  be 
suffered  to  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  seeing  that  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ale  was  in  favor  of  a  speedy  termination  of  a  dis- 
cussion which,  if  it  proceeded,  would  obstruct 
the  public  business,  would  most  cheerfully  waive 
any  intention  he  had  of  accompanying  his  amend- 
ment with  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  sorry  the  Senator  waived 
bis  right  to«the  floor;  for  he  was  assured,  even  if 
any  indulgence  were  implied  in  the  opportunity,  it 
was  fully  due,  and  woold  be  gladly  accorded  to  a 
Senator  who  had  so  seldom  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege  to  address  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  A) 
would  suggest  that,  as  soon  as  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  direct  vote  on  the  question,  which  it 
seemed  now  so  necessary  to  meet  openly  and  frank- 
ly, could  be  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Rives;]  and  that  be- 
ing disposed  of,  on  any  other  amendments  to  be 
offered,  and.finally  on  the  resolutions  themselves, 
without  any  debate. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  very  cheerfully  waived  any 
right  of  accompanying  his  resolutions  with  any  re- 
marks, in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  his 
colleague. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought,  as  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  had  waived  his  right  to  speak,  and  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  had  done  the  same,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  proceeding  at 
once,  to  the  vote,  and  the  whole  matter  might  be 
disposed  of  in  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected,  that  there  was  not, 
at  that  late  hour,  a  full  attendance  of  Senators;  and 
it  was  extremely  desirable  every  Senator  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  bis  vote  upon 
such  a  momentous  subject.  He  would,  therefore, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  agreeing,  by  general  con- 
sent, to  take  the  vote  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  and 
let  it  be  understood  that  a  full  attendance  will  be 
expected  at  that  hour. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not.  understand  the  addi- 
tional resolution  on  the  subject  of  State  credit, 
wbich  was  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  had 
any  bearing  whatever  on  the  question  of  tne  as- 
sumption of  the  State  debts.  Ele  thought  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  take  silent  votes  on  such  incon- 
gruous resolutions  and  amendment?;  for  if  all  were 
adopted,  they  would  make  a  string  of  contradic- 
tions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  should  persist  in  bis  notice,  that 
if  the  discussion  was  to  proceed,  he  should  move 
to  morrow  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
He  would  do  this,  not  to  evade  any  question,  but 
simply  to  get  forward  with  the  public  business. 
'At  such  a  late  period  of  the  sessicn,  it  was  insuf- 
ferable that  every  possible  question  of  agitation 
which  distracted  the  country  should  be  got  up  to 
the  total  annihilation  of  all  (he  practical  legislative 
duties  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  gave  way  to  -» 

Mr.  LINN,  who  submitted  a  resolution  which 
he  had  intended  to  offer  in  the  morning  hour.  Af- 
ter which, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  observed  that,  yielding  to  the 
very  forcible  reasons  urged  by  the  Senator  from 


Maryland,  much  as  he  deaf rad  to  aatwer  aoaieor 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  irom  Maine,  be  woiM 
waive  all  right  of  reply,  on  the  understaadteg  dnt 
the  question  on  the  amendments  and  reaoluiioni 
would  be  Uken  to-morrow,  at  1  o'doek,  wiihoit 
debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LTNTf, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSte  OF  RBPEESENTATIVB8. 

TuESDAT,  February  14, 1843. 

Mr.  LITTLSFiELD  of  Maine  pfeaealad  a  peii- 
tion  signed  by  certain  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  wiu  Jane  Reeoid, 
Abigail  Record,  Miriam  Hull,  Mmrgaiet  Tobis, 
Hannah  Lombard,  Betsey  Penfilly,  Sarah  Freid^ 
Sylva  Conant,  Lucy  Bailey,  Mary  Sievens,  M|L^ 
garet  Cusbnan,  Mary  Needham,  Rachel  Fiekl, 
Anna  Qold^  Sarah  Perkins,  Mary  Hnbbard,  Saig)i 
Sturtevant,  Elifabeth  Fletcher,  Mary  Holmes, 
Mary  Fuller,  Jennet  Wasbbum*  Polly  Soale, 
Naomi  Briggs,  Mehitable  Perkins,  Anna  Tucker, 
and  Sarah  Qardner,  residing  in  Backfield  and  vi- 
cinity, Oxford  county,  Maine,  praying  for  an  ex- 
tension  of  the  pension  law  of  July  TfJ^^d;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union— a  bill  for  that  porpoee  being 
now  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  BOWNR  preaented  the  petition  of  Fiedo- 
rick  Jnliand  and  89  other  citiaens  of  Ofeeae,  Che- 
nango county.  New* York,  praying  that  Ooagim 
will  promptly  aet  npon  ^  adopt  the  exebeqoer, 
or  plan  of  finance,  as  recommended  by  the  Am- 
dent. 

Mr.  McKBON  presented  the  petitkA  of  iabalii- 
tantsof  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  redafltfoa 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Natiosa)  QoverBmeat,  the 
abolition  of  the  fhtnking  privilege,  and  aredMtifla 
of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  laid  on  the  table  additioBal 
papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Jona.  Sbafitr  of 
Washington  connty,  Maryland:  relefred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  daims. 

Mr.  JACK  presented  the  petition  of  117 
dtiaens  of  Clearfield  oonflty,in  Peonsylvania,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  ateng  the 
Snow  Shoe  turnpike,  in  said  oouniy:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Poet  Roads. 

BXCHEaUBR. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  and  inquired  if  there  wif 
a  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  hi  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  said  that,  without  moviag 
any  special  order,  he  should  ask  the  House  U>  go 
into  committee  on  Thursday,  with  a  Tiew  to  take 
up  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  gentleman  frea 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cdshimo,]  and  the  snbatiiate 
for  that  bill  submitted  hy^mstit.  He  wished  that 
subject  to  have  preference  over  all  other  bmam, 

Mr.  ARNOLD  obUined  the  floor,  and  was  about 
to  call  up  the  special  order,  (bill  No.  548;)  whia 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  wished  to  kaev 
whether  the  special  order  overrode  all  other  boa* 
ness,  the  morning  hour  included. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  did. 

At  the  request  ef  several  gentlemen,  Mr.  AR> 
NOLD  yielded  the  floor,  with  a  view  lo  the  leoep* 
tion  of  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
State  of  Maryland,  numerously  signed,  asking  for 
the  relief  of  Amos  Kendall  from  the  fine  imposed 
on  him  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  DibUiet  of  Go» 
Inrabia. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  select  committee  oa 
the  eoast  survey,  made  a  report. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  presented  a  petition  from  theeiiy 
of  New  York,  numerously  signed,  praying  a  re- 
dttctipn  of  postages,  and  the  passage  of  bill  No. 
548.    [Laaghter.1 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  es 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  claim  of 
John  J.  Bulow. 

Mr.  RANDALL  of  Maine,  from  the  CoauaittM 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Blooming  Yontb; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and"  crew  of  the; 
schooner  Dove,  of  Ltppican;  and  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  owners  and  crew  of  the  scbooUtf  Flo- 
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jiUa;  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
die  Whole  House. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  sereral  Senate  bills,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblic  Lands,  reported  a  joint  resolation  in  relation 
to  bounty  land  patents:  read  a  third  time,  and 


Mr.  H.  also  made  an  adrerse  repot  t  upon  the 
petition  of  Cadwallader  Wallace. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  PabUc  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
tale  of  payie  lands  in  ceruin  eases.  Read  twice, 
and  relened  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  T.  also  reported  Senate  bills  *Uo  perfect 
the  titles  to  lands  sonih  of  the  Arkansas  river,  held 
mnder  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre-emption 
nghls  under  the  aet  of  1814,"  and  "An  act  in  re- 
lalMHi  to  the  two  per  cent  fnnd  of  the  State  of 
MiseistippL"  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Blr4  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regolatethe  mode 
of  pajing  oYer  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  two 
per  oent.  fsad  relinqiished  to  said  State  by  the  act 
oowwmly  known  as  tht  distribution  aet  of  1841. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BR1Q08, 
CHAPMAN,  GWIN,  STANLY,  and  JACOB 
THOMPSON  partieipated,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  t»f  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  the 


rrHE  WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  state  that  it  was 
their  desire  that  the  warebousisg  bill  should  be 
taken  up,  and  a  day  set  apart  for  its  consideration. 
As  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  whether  the 
House  would  consider  the  bill  this  session  or  not, 
he  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
Botise  as  to  their  disposition  to  act  upon  it.  He 
made  the  motioo,  and  desired  tiie  roie  on  it  to  be 
considered  as  a  te^t. 

Mr.  CAYS  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  moUon 
was  in  order. 

The  SPRABHSR  said  it  was  not. 

Blr.  J.  P.  KB£9NBDY  said  he  would  take  an 
early  opportanity  of  making  the  motion  he  had  i»- 
timated, 

THE  DISTIUCT  BANKS. 

Bir.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  said  he  was  instructed  to 
report  a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  recbarter  of  the  District  banks.  He 
wished  the  vote  on  the  resolution  to  be  made  a 
lest  vote. 

!nie  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

SMoived,  Thai  theCommilteeof  the  Whole  Bouiebedie- 
chaxfed  from  th*  foither  cooeideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
dnnea  of  ih»  baoka  of  the  Diftrict  of  Colombia,  beiog  Uouae 
¥illNo.076. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
Bays  on  the  motion. 

They  were  taken,  and  resulted— yeas  87,  nays 
108,  as  follows: 

TBAS— Metm.  Arrlngton,  Beeson,  BidlacL  Birdeeye,  Blair, 
Bordeo,  Bowoe,  Breweter,  A.  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke, 
Wilttui  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
weU,  Jolm  Campbell,  Cary,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clio- 
too,  Colea,  DaoieL  Bicbard  D.  Davis,  Daweon,  Dean,  Doan, 
iMtmafi,  John  Bdwarde,  John  6.  Floyd,  Charlee  A.  Floyd, 
Pomanoe,  Qerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gue- 
tio«,Owia,  Barrie^  HaMioga,  Haya,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous* 
ton,  Uobard,  Hunter,  Charlee  J.  IngersoU,  Jack,  Cave  John> 
■OB,  John  W.  Jkmea,  Kefm,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Linn,  Lmlefield, 
Lewelk  Abraham  McClellan,  BIcKay,  Mallory,  Marchand.  At- 
fied  narriiall,  John  Thomson  Blaeoni  Mathews,  Miller,  Mitch* 
elL  Newhard,  Partridge,  Pickens,  PI  umer.  Reed,  Redinff,  Rev* 
MHds^  Ri^Mi,  Rogers,  Rooeetelt,  BanfortI,  Saunders,  Shieidn, 
¥nBiam  Miith,  snyder,  Steenrod,  Siratton,  Bweney,  Jacob 
Ttumipeon,  Van  Boren,  Weller,  Weethrook,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
lIuMWaod,  and  John  Young— 87. 

llAjRi^BiBetra«  Adaihs,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Bhertock  J. 
Aadisii«,  Arnold,  Ayerigg,  Babcodc,  Bakw,  Barnard,  Barton, 
MMk  BrecJEway,  Broason,  M.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bur- 
MOT^UIlam  Butler,  OaHioan,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Ca- 
nttMis,  Ciaids,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  lames  Cooper, 
Oewao,  Ccaostoo,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Garrett  Davis,  Deber* 
ly,  Bverett,  FssMnden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates, 
OMtfy,  OlddlMB,  Oraoger,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  How 
od.  HedsoB,  Hnl,  Jasaph  R.  lomon,  James  Irvii^  Jainee, 
^^    P.  Jons^'JobafVKaQsr^JDof,  lane,  McKeniia% 


Btalhiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morris,  Mor* 
row,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Peaite.  Pendleton,  Pope,Powel),  Ram* 
sey.  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall^  Rayner,  Reocher, 
RioKway,  Rodney,  James  M.  Rusnll,  Saltonstall,  Bhepperd, 
Blaae,Triiman  Smith,  Sprigg,  Btanly,  Btokely,  Alexander  H. 
H. Stuart,  John  T.  BtuaruBummers,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W. 
Thompson.  TilUoghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  TroUi,  TnimbulL 
Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washington,  Edward 
D.  White,.  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Winthiop,  Wise,  Yoite.  and  Augustus 
Young— 106. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELXiBR  demsnded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  said  to  extend 
the  charter  of  six  banks  in  this  District  for  ten 
years,  without  otis.  fMmefU*t  consideration  «r  dtMit 
was  an  outrage  upon  all  propriety  in  legislation. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted— -yeas  114| 
pays  b6,  as  follows: 

YEAB-Mesns.  Adams.  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycri£»,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Boardman,  Brim  Brockway,  Bronson/MlltoQ 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Wllnam  Butler,  Calhoun,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Ghilds,  Chittehden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  C^rawford,  Cushinc,  Garrett  Datis, 
Debet  ry,  Everett,  Fessenden.  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gates,  Genti^,  Gidoings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grem,  Halsted.  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  May- 
nard,  Meriwether^oore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  PowelL  Ramsey,  Beqjamin 
RandaJL  Raod(^h,  Rayner,  Reneher,  Riagway,  Riggs,  Rod- 
ney, William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  SaltonstaU,  Bhep- 
perd, Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Bpritt,  Stanly,  Btokely,  Stiattoo, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Johtf  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Talia- 
ferro. Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilllnchast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  RenssSlaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Wbithrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
Younr--li4. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birds* 
eye,  Blair,  Bowne.  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Chas.  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell.  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Cary,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Chfford,  Cllt^tbn,  Coles,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Doan.  Eastman, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John 
O.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Wil* 
liam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hastlnas, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll.  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Linn,  Liulefleld,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason, 
Mathews,  MedilL  Miller,  Mitchell,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Par. 
tridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Read,  Reding.  Reynol<te, 
Rc«era,  Roosevelt,  Sanlbrd,  Saunoerp,  Sewell,  Shields,  Steen- 
rod, Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  * 
and  John  Young— 96. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  rose,  to  move  that  the  bill 
649  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
make  that  motion,  onless  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  hoped  general  consent 
would  be  given;  for  the  bill  was  a  very  important 
one.  [It  was  understood  to  be  the  bill  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  districiiug  section  of  the  sp* 
portionment  bill,  under  the  late  census.] 

Mr.  BARNARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  allow  committees  to  be  called 
for  reports,  befAre  he  introduced  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  calling  of  committees 
for  reports  was  the  business  in  order;  and  he  con- 
tinued the  call,,  beginning,  with  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodi4;iary>  reported  a  joint  resolution  relating  to 
certain  public  property  purchased  for  the  United 
States  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  It  was  read  twice; 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  was  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  resolution 
for  ihe  printing  of  the  memorial  of  Jesse  Hoyt, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Hou^e  a  few  dsys  ago. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  requested  permisi'ion  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  en  that  subject,  as  be  had 
been  abused  by  that  man  [Jesse  Hoyt]  in  the  news* 
papers.  He  then  went  on,  by  general  consent,  to 
make  some  statements  of  ibe  reasons  he  had  for 
efiering  a  resolution  in  this  House  on  this  subject 
at  the  last  session,  as  Jesse  Hoyt  had  attributed  to 
him  unworthy  motives.  He  read  extracts  from 
the  reports  of  the  commissioners  who  were  sent  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house; from  which  he  found  that  Jesse  Hoyt — a 
man  who  was  gnilty  of  robbing  the  public  treas- 
ury— bad,  in  his  character  ot  collector,  charged 
1^1,508  in  addition  to  his  other  fees  allowed  by 


the  Government;  and  he  had  wished  to  know  if  the 
Government  was  in  the  habit  of  allowing  sueh 
charges.  He  said  he  could  not  have  had  any  per- 
sonal  object  in  abusing  Jesse  Hoyt,  for  he  did  not 
even  Ifnow  the  man,  though  he  believed  he  was 
introduced  to  him  some  years  ago,  when  Jesse 
Hoyt  bore  the  character  of  an  honest  man;  but 
that  was  a  long  time  ago.  This  explanation  which 
he  now  made  was,  perhaps,  unnecessary;  and  for 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  with  it,  perhaps 
he  ought  to  apologise;  for  the  abuse  of  a  rogue 
like  Jesse  Hoyt — who  was  cast  off  even  by  the  sub- 
terranean Locofoco  Democracy  of  New  York,  at- 
tached  as  they  were  to  plunder^could  affect  no 
honest  man. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  letter  to  which  the 
gentleman  trom  Connecticut  referred — which  had 
been  published  in  the  public  papers — was  one 
which  no  decent  man  could  countenance;  but  the 
memorial  (the  printing  of  which  he  now  moved)  was 
respectful  in  its  character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  interrupted  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Birmabd,]  who  was  proceeding 
with  his  rtmarks,  and  said  the  debate  was  useless* 
He  inquired  if  the  morning  hoar  had  not  expired, 
and  expressed  his  anxiety  that  the  House  would 
not  consume  its  time  with  useless  discussions, 
when  the  day  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  special  or- 
der—which  ^as  bis  bill  No.  548. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  committees  were  called  for  reporta 
by  general  consent. 

After  some  few  observations  from  several  gen* 
tlemen,  the  question  of  printing  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  Senate  bill  without  amendment. 
It  was  an  act  altering  the  lime  of  holding  the  cir^ 
cuit  couru  of  the  district  of  Connecticut;  and  as  it 
was  unobjectionable,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and 
parsed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  enable  him  (Mr.  Cavb 
Johnson)  to  make  a  report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  privileged  question, 
amidst  great  confusion;  and  some  explanation  en« 
sued  between  him  and  the  Speaker,  which  was  not 
audible  at  the  reportet's  desk. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BONDB. 

Mr.  GWIN  rose,  and  desired  permission  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  which  were  of  an  explanato- 
ry character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  there  were  at  least  twenty 
gentlemen  who  desired  the  floor;  and  he  could  not 
yield. 

He,  however,  afterwards  consented,  on  an  ex- 
planation of  Mr.  GwiN^s  object. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  xbe  iadulgence  of  the  Hoose 
a  moment  to  enable  him  to  reply  to  some  state- 
ments made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Granoeb]  on  Saturday  last,  as  reported  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  morning.  He  would 
remark  that,  from  the  noise  around  him  during 
the  time  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the  House, 
he  bad  not  beard  the  gentleman  nuke  the  state- 
ments as  they  are  reported,  or  -he  would  have  cor- 
rected them  at  the  time.  The  gentlenuui  is  report- 
ed to  have  said: 

"Mr.  Gkaxobb  came  not  here  (o  speak  wi(h  dfsrsspset  of 
any  man  who  had  been  elevated  to  the  diief  magistracy  of  ooa 
of  the  Slates  of  this  confederacy;  but  let  eentlemen,  alter  tha 
execution  oC  these  bonds— after  the  sale,  delivery,  and  receipt 
of  thea5,000,000--turn  to  the  message  of  Governor  McNatt, 
and  what  did  they  findl  That  he  had  yielded  his  individual 
opinions  lo  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Mississippi?  The  bonds 
had  been  issued;  there  was  no  pretence  that  the  tStOOOiOOO  had 
not  been  received;  but  when  the  pay-day  cam&  the  morality  of 
Mississippi  pocketed  the  #5,000,000.  and  started  back  with  holy 
horror  at  the  idea  of  paying  what  they  had  received  1" 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Gwin,)  this  statement  is  a  tissue 
of  luisrepresentations  of  fact — no  doubt  uninten- 
tional. The  expression  attributed  to. Governor 
McNutt  was  made  in  reference  to  signing  the  bank 
charter,  and  not  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds.  As  to 
the  statement  that  the^fc  was  no  pretence  that  the 
five  millions  of  dollars  bad  not  been  received,  the 
gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.  It  is  not  the 
fact— not  a  word  of  it;  for  the  main  ground  taken 
by  the  party  in  that  State  who  are  opposed  to  a«* 
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soming  (he  payment  of  these  bonds,  is,  that  the 
money  was  never  received  by  the  State,  but  hy  the 
hank;  for  whose  act^  and  dpbts  the  State  is  not  lia- 
ble, as  the  act  under  which  it  was  organized 'is  nn- 
eonstitational  and  of  no  effect,  so  far  as  the  liabili- 
ty of  the  State  is  concerned.  A^  to  having  pocket- 
ed the  five  millions,  and  s>tarting  back  with  horror 
when  pay-day  i^ame,  there  is  more  poetry  than 
trnth  in  it.  The  State  ha^  always  been  willing  to 
appropriate  every  dollar  of  the  assets  of  the  bank 
to  the  payment  of  ihe  bonds,  except  that  portion 
which  has  been  paid  to  the  bank  by  repudiation 
under  the  bankrupt  law,  and  thus  passed  out  of  the 
control  of  the  bank.  He  presumed  the  gentleman 
entertained  no  holy  horror  at  thus  destroying  the 
means  ef  the  bank  to  pay  these  bonds,  to  the 
amount  of  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  gentleman  stated  further,  that  the  bonds 
irere  sold  above  par.  This  is  not  the  fact.  They 
irere  sold  under  par,  if  gold  and  silver  was  to  be 
the  standard,  ana  on  a  credit;  in  both  respects  vio- 
lating the  nnconstitutional  supplement  under  which 
they  were  issued.  The  bank  sold  her  checks  upon 
this  fund  at  a  premium,  it  is  true,  in  exchange  for 
her  irredeemable  depreciated  paper.  She  first  dis- 
honored ber4>aper,  and  then  shaved  the  holders  in 
selling  her  checks;  and  this  is  called  selling  her 
bonds  above  par. 

He  would  detain  the  House  no  longer  at  present^ 
yet  he  would,  before  the  session  closed,  pay  bis  re- 
spects to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
uaiHGKR,]  as  a  teacher  of  morals  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  as  it  may  be  instructive  to  the  people 
of  that  State  to  know  who  the  honor* and-dignity 
party  there  had  selected  as  their  champion  here. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  before  he  proceeded  to 
oemment  on  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  he  would  make  a  remark  on  another 
subject.  He  then  quoted  from  the  published  re- 
ports of  the  debate  between  himself  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  on  a  previous  day. 

Mr.  Q.  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  wished  his 
disclaimer  to  be  broad.  He  considered  the  matter 
as  past.  Unlets  his  disclaimer  had  been  made 
in  good  faith,  it  would  not  have  been  made  at  all. 
His  remarks  were  made  after  full  ad? isement;  and, 
bad  his  intention  been  to  insult  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  no  disclaimer  whatever  would  have 
been  ofifered.  ^ 

Mr.  QWIN  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  to 
understand  the  gentleman  as  having  said  or  im- 
plied anything  derogatory  to  him. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  mean  to  atuck 
the  character  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
He  wished  the  House  and  the  nation  to  pafs  upon 
what  had  occurred  between  them. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  he  wished  to  know  distinctly, 
inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject, whether  he  attributed  to  him  any  conduct  un- 
beeeming  a  member  ef  the  House  of  Represenia* 
tlTes  and  a  gentleman. 

Bir.  GRANGER  said,  no;  he  did  not  intend  to 
assail,  in  any  mannerj  the  conduct  or  motives  ^f 
the  gentleman  from  Biississippi.  He  further  stated 
that  he  felt  it  due  lo.himself  to  say  that  the  word 
*'brag,*'at  the  conclusion  of  his  printed  speech^ 
was  not  used  by  him. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  (Mr.Gaiiiaia 
yielding  the  floors)  said  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  geotleman  from  New  York  to  other 
porliona  of  his  reported  remaiks.  That  geatleman 
stated  that,  in  making  the  motion  be  did  a  few 
,  days  since,  bis  (Mr.  T.'s)  objects  wer^  two-fold: 
one  was  to  get  up  a  political  excitement;'  the  other 
was  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  Now  (Mr.  T.  said)  he  was  incapable  of 
acting  in  hit  representative  capacity  with  any  such 
objects  or  motives.  His  whole  course  in  this 
HouM  was  a  refutation  of  the  charges;  and  to 
make  such  allegations  was  doing  him  a  manifest  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  wished  to  get  up  a  political  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject,  and  he  also  supposed 
that  the  gentleman  wished,  by  getting  up  such  a  dis- 
cussion, to  throw  upon  the  majority  in  Congress  the 
reiponsihilxty  of  bavins  brought  the  credit  of  the 
OoVenunent  of  the  UaSed  States  into  disrepute. 


Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  ana  said  that,  in  thus 
snp^osiuff,  he  supposed  what  was  false. 

Mr.  GRANGER.    What  did  you  say? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that,  in  supposing  him 
to  act  with  the  imputed  objects,  he  [Mr.  GaAnesa] 
supposed  what  was  false. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  proceeded  to  vin* 
dioate  himself  from  the  charge  that  he  bad  un- 
justly declared  that,  after  receiving  |5,006,006 
upon  bonds  sold,  the  State  of  Mississippi  had  repu- 
diated those  very  bonds.  He  had  stated  no  more 
than  what  he  could  prove.  He  had  stated  that, 
under  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  the  Governor  of  that 
Stale  was  authorized  to  sign  a  large  amount  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  to  subscribe  to 
15,000,000  of  the  stock  of  that  institution.  The 
Governor  did  sign  the  bonds,  and  did  subseribe  to 
the  fttock  of  the  bank;  The  bonds^-io  the  amount 
of  |5,000,000^were  sold,  and  the  money  paid, 
and  became  the  capital  of  the  bank.  The  bonds 
were  sold  for  |5,080,000;  being  a  premium  of 
#80,000. 

Mr.  GWIN  rose  to  make  a  correction.  The 
bank  issued  post  notes,  which  were  inedeemable, 
and  under  par.  It  sold  its  checks  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  irredeemable  paper,  which 
never  was  at  par  with  gold  and  silver.  The  bonds 
were  sold  under  par,  and  payment  received  in  irre- 
deemable paper,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  violatioa 
both  of  the  charter  of  (he  bank,  and  of  the  supple- 
mental charter,  which  was  passed  snbeequeiitiy. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  disclaimed  the 
idea  of  intending  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
Governor  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  condttioa  and  his- 
tory of  the  Uaion  Bank  6f  Mississippi— contending 
I  that  the  supplemental  charter,  now  so  universally 
condemned,  was  passed  by  14  Wh^gs  and  36  Dem- 
ocrats. Its  charter  was  signed  by  the  Governor; 
and  subsequently  be  signed  |5,000»000  of  bonds, 
in  accordance  with  that  charter.  The  bonds  were 
sold,  and  the  money  received  into  the  Union  Bank. 
How  did  the  authorities  of  Mississippi  then  treat 
this  institution?  They  recognised  it  as  a  bank, 
and  declared  that  the  dividends  on  the  |5,000,000 
should  go  towards  internal  improvement  and  edu- 
.cation.  Subsequently,  the  State  borrowed  |75,000 
of  the  bank,  and  then  |25,000  more.  It  caused 
certain  lots  in  Jackson  city  lo  be  sold,  and  received 
in  payment  promissory  notes,  which  it  caused  to  be 
discounted  as  mercantile  paper  at  this  same  Union 
Bank.  Mr.  G.  read  from  the  message  of  Gov. 
MeNutt  in  1841.  in  which  the  Governor  treated  of 
the  fioanees  of  tne  State,  and  the  transactions  with 
the  Union  Bank.  It  would  be  perceived,  by  read- 
ing the  message,  that  the  (Governor  declared  that  he 
had  yielded  to  the  public  will  in  what  he  had 
done. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  Governor  did  not  al- 
lude to  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  when  he  said  he  had 
yielded  to  the  public  will,  contrary  to  his  own  opin- 
ions; but  referred  to  his  having  signed  the  charter 
of  the  bank. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  reiterated  the  pe- 
sitions  which  he  h|id  previously  assumed.  He 
contended  that  the  Governor  bad  signed  the  bonds, 
and  complained  4hat  he  had  to  bear  the  odlam  of 
acts  which  he  did  not  sanction.  He  read  a  letter, 
written  in  May,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
gentlemsn  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gwiv}^who  was 
to  be  the  bearer — wonid  explain  the  causes  of  the 
non*  payment  of  the  bonds,  dbc 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  letter  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  was  written  by  Judge  Turner,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Mississippi.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
.never  heard  of  it  until  it  appeared  in  print. 
The  judge  wrote  to  him,  after  the  publication,  ask- 
ing if  he  (Mr.  G.)  recollected  having  carried  the 
letter,  and  al;o  whether  he  remembered  having  a 
conversation  with  him  (Judge  T.)  upon  the  sob* 
ject;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  recollected  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  the  letter  to  which  he  re- 
ferred was  written  to  show  that  the  Union  Bank 
never  received  but  #5,000,000  on  the  bonds. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  the  letter  was  written  after  the 
bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  it  was  Uue;  bat  theGover- 
aor  signed  the  bonds* 


Mr.  GWIN.    Nobody  douhu  that. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and,  after  goum  far* 
tber  remarks^concluded  by  saying  that,  had  the  fliate 
of  Mississippi,  yielding  to  the  force  of  bard  times, 
asked  the  world  for  time  to  pay  her  obUgatiaat, 
instead  of  repudiating  them,  her  action  would  nei 
have  had  the  disastrous  eifect  on  the  credit  of  the 
country  which  was  now  experienced. 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  claimed  the  ioor. 

Mfr.  GWIN  wished  five  minutes  to  eiplaiiu 

Mr.  ARNOLD  declined  yiddipg. 

RBTEBNCHMBNT. 

Bfr.  ARNOLD  moVed  thai  the  Oeonitteedf  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  ^HaetaaivM 
from  the  further  consideratioB  of  bifi  No  S48,  ia 
order  that  it  might  be  aeted  on  in  the  Ho«i«  at 
onoe. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  svggested  that  the  adoptiea^f 
this  motion  would  preehide  all  opperttMiiy  kt 
aaundment.  He  proposed  to  the  gentleman  «i 
withdraw  his  motion  and  submit  a  re8ol«tkm|  that 
the  (Committee  of  Ae  Whole  shall  prooeed  at  I 
o^lock  this  day  to  vole  upon  all  aataadaaia 
offered,  or  that  may  be  ofieredi  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  aeeepted  of  the  propoaitiiMi. 

The  resohition  for  taking  the  bill  oat^coaMUt^ 
tee  at  3  o^eck  to-day  waa  then  agraad  to  ayea 
9a,  noes  78. 

On  DQotioa  of  Mr.  ARNOLD  the  H«Me  ceaalfid 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the 
of  the  Union,  {Mr.  Baioes  in  the  chait-] . 

House  bill  No.  548,  **A  bill  to  redaee  tba 
pensation  to  the  nMmbem  of  the  Senate,  membeia  > 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Territories,  and  repealing  all  the  lawa 
on  the  subject,"  was  taken  up,  and  read  throad^ 
together  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Select  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  as  a  tobstitote 
for  the  bill;  which  was  read  for  kiformktion: 

A  BILL  to  retreoch  the  «zpendHorM  of  the  Goverameoi  of  (ba 

United  StatM. 

BeUenmetedbyth4i^BHaUa$uiBouMe^IUpre$tniaii»€t^ 
•fthe  UniiBd  SUUm  of  Awteriea  M  Oomgnm  uiiwiiiii/. 
That,  from  and  after  the  90Ui  day  of  June  next,  tbe  paj  toi 
emolumeote  of  all  offices  existing  oo  (he  4Ui  dij  of  March,  (!»> 
doelre,)  1826,  under  the  Goveranienl  of  the  Unlled  Buiee. 
wheiber  ciril,  mtUtarr,  or  naval,  which  hate  been  focteised 
•ince  that  period,  ehall  be  redaced  to  the  rate  at  whieh  ihiv 
then  were:  Provided^  That,  in  every  case  where  the  pav  ni 
emolumente  of  any  office  have  l>een  reduced  since  the  iih  day 
of  March,  1825,  thiiact  Aall  not  be  so  cenimied  aa  to  diaiiga 
such  reduction. 

9aa.  2.  Andbeit  fitrther  ma$ledt  ThaC,from4uid  atarj» 
90th  day  of  June  next,  the  pay  and  emolnmenti  of  avanr  onea 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whether  civil,  mffi* 
tary,or  naval,  created  since  the  4ih  of  March,  ISSS^  shall  be 
reduced  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centom. 

SsG.  3.  And  be  it/urther  enactedj  That  no  officer  mdw 
&e  Government  of  the  United  Btaies  shaTl  be  allowed  any  azm 
oompensation  whatever. 

8so.  4.  And  be  it/urther  enacted,  Tbaf.  whenever  the  i» 
sien  of  Congress  shall  be  protracted  beyond  fire  months  the 
per  diem  pay  of  the  members  th*eof,  thereafter,  eball  ba  at  the 
rate  of  four  dollars. 

010.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetsdy  That  all  lawaaodparta 
of  laws  iaconsisieai  with  this  aotbe,aod  the  aama  an  h«aby, 
repealed. 

Mr.  HUNT  alto  oSerad  the  foUowing  as  a  eah- 
stimte  for  the  hill,  which  was  read  for  informa- 
tion : 

Be  U  enaefd  bf  the  Senate  and  Hmee  tf  Htprmemtmhvm 
of  the  United  SltUee  ef  America  in  Ooi^grem  ■■§— itW, 

That,  instead  of  the  daily  compensation  now  allowed  by  law, 
there  shall  be  paid,  annually,  to  (he  Seaaton,  Rspwuiaiivw. 
and  Delcfiies  from  Territories,  of  every  folara  Oongra*  or 
the  United  Staie^  the  foUowinf  somei  respeet&raly,  thai  is  la 
ssy:  To  the  PfSMdent  of  the  seoate  pro  tempore,  wlwii  Ifatia 
is  no  Vice  President,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoasaof  Bep* 
reeentaiiveiH  three  thousand  dollan  each;  to  each  Bsaifor, 
(other  than  the  President  pro  tempore,  ea  aforesaid,)  maeihsr 
of  the  House  of  Representatives^  (other  than  ttie  Spaahic,) 
and  Delegate,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  d<rf)ars. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbeit  In  addition  ta  tha 
psy  provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  ad*  each  flenaur, 
at  every  eession  of  Coofresa  and  ^verv  meetiag  of  tiM  SeBSli 
in  the  recess  of  OongresB,  after  the  ad  (by  of  March,  Iflffli  shell 
be  allowed  and  paid  fovr  dolUurs  for  everv  twanty  siilea  of  e» 
timated  distance,  by  the  raoel  usual  road,  from  hii  place  afiail^^ 
denoe  to  the  eeatof  Congress,  at  the  comniencement  andaodol 
every  such  session  and  meeting;  and  each  Eeprasentafiva  end 
Delente  of  every  future  C^rees  shaU  be  allowad  and  piid 
four  doUsrs  for  every  twenty  miles  ofestunaisd  dinanc^hy 
the  most  usnal  road,  ftpm  bis  phice  ofreeidenceto  the  eiat  el. 
C^ongreoi.  at  the  cmnmeneementaai  end  of  aveiy  andi  anni 
aodtbeaforaasid  ailowanoeeshaUbecertlfiadaDd  paU,  la  Iha 
seme  manner  as  the  dally  oompensation  and  timrtl  ftee  to 
members  of  (Congress  have  heretoHMa  been*- 

Sa&3.  Andbeit  farther  ewaakd,  ThatnllKtiaodnMt 
of  aas»oathesal^Mof '»"a»l'MWi*«<o««>"i^«»efthajigq 
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fkorfai,  ^  and  um  Min«  are  faerebT,  repealed,  ftom  and  after 
thaSd^j  of  Blarch,  1843. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILUAMB  asked  leaTa  to  offer 


ifr.  GfUSHIVQ  ob«erv«d  tbtt  tiMre  would  be 
time  enough  to  offer  amendOMbts  after  the  debate 
had  dosed.  All  these  amendments  were  eonsa- 
ming  the  short  time  allowed  for  debate,  and  he 
■jmtohjeet  lo  any  more  of  ^m. 

^The  CHAIR  then  stated  that  the  bill  harros 
besa  relerred  to  a  aileet  oommtttee,  and  reported 
bftck,  with  amendsMnts,  bjthat  commttiee,  the 
fegatar  order  of  prooeedingf  wbnld  be,  first  to  pa^s 
•a  the  •moiidmmttv  of  the  oommictee,  and  soch 
MHBteciits  as  mighrbe  oflbred  i<y  them;  and  then 
toaeaaider  soeh  amendirients  as  might  be  offered 
bf 'BemtKiB  of  the  Hoase. 

'The  amendaients  of  the  committee  were  then 
read;  and  the^joeslion  was  pot  on  the  first  amend* 
tseatpiopoeed,  sabstitvting  the  5lh  daf  of  Decem- 
ber Mxt  for  the  1st  day  of  NoTtmber,  [4he  time 
thahttt  Wt»  go  into  opsraiioB,]  and  decided  In  the 


Mr.  MOORE  offered  sereral  amemiments,  whM 
wtvaBotbeanl;  bat  the  Chair  decided  Ihem  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Bir.  GUSHING  BMrped  to  strike  ont  the  first 
•tflCioB  of  the  bill;  but  the  Chair  decided  the 
aBMndaent  not  to  be  in  order. 

AfteraeottfcieaiioB  on  points  of  order  by  Metj^rs. 
CW8B1KQ,  MOORE,  ARNOLD,  BARNARD, 
aadtheCELAIR,  doriag  which  there  was  a  good 
lialaf  Boiae  and  oonfiision,   and  no  practical 

Ifir.  (MX^UNO  moTod  that  the  comaritiee  rise; 
vMeh  motion  was  rejecfed-— ayes  70,  noes  73. 

Mi.  OU0HINO  then  mored  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the-WlU 

Mr.ARNCHLiD  claimed  the  floor,  and  said  be 
woald  not  yield  it  for  any  soch  motion.  The  gen- 
tfamaa  might  go  on  and  diseass  the  pending 
amendment  if  he  pleased. 

Mr.CUSHINQ  inqeired  of  the  Chair  whether 
in  this  amendmeiit  he  might  discnss  the  question 
of  the  eompensalion  of  members  of  Congress 
gencndly. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ.  Then  I  understand  there  is  no 
way  of  disenssing  the  merits  of  this  bill. 

Ihe  qneacion  wte  then  put  on  the  next  amend- 
UHal,  whicb  vms  to  insert  the  word  **mtleage"  in 
the  90tih  line,  so  as  to  make  the  sentence  read 
*Nhtamtor  shall  be  allowed  for  mileage  a  sum 
exceeding  six  dollars  per  day"— but  no  quormm 


The  CHAIR  made  a  count  of  the  House,  and 
ascertained  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  providing  that  no  member  of  Con- 
gress shall  recei7e  a  greater  sum  for  mileage  than 
his  reasonable  travelliog  expenses  from  the  pUoe 
of  his  residence  to  the  seat  of  GoTemmeut,  to- 
gether %ith  |8  per  day  for  every  day's  travel. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inquired  where  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
intended  to  come  in. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  replied.  Anywhere  you  may 
think  fwoper. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  if  the  amendment  did  not 
apniy,  he  should  object. 

Mr.  HOLMfiS  suggested  that  it  should  come  in 
after  the  word  "mileage.'* 

Great  confusion  ensued,  in  the  course  of  which 
many  geniremen  were  on  the  floor  speaking  at 
the  same  time.  Ultimately  the  committee  agreed 
tdrlse,  and  the  committee  roee  accordingly  at 
half  past  1  o^leck,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tten.    

TheSPBAKBR  inquired  if  it  was  of  a  personal 
natare.^ 

Mr.  COBHING  retried  that  the  Chair  would 
pift  when  he  had  made  his  motion;  but  he  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  appeal,  if  the  Chair  should 
dedde  against  him.  He  then  moved  a  reconsid- 
eiition  of  the  vote  by  which  it  was  agreed  to  fix  on 
thine  o%fc>ek  to  terminate  debate  in  committee  of 


the  whole;  and  on  that  he  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question;  and  there  was  a  second, 
and  the  main  qaestion  wan  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CUSHING  withdrew  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  it  was  renewed  in  another  qi  arter, 
and  they  were^ordered.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
then  taken,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  nega- 
tived—- yeas  82,  nays  110,  as  folio vrs: 


YEAS— M«8K«.  Adamt,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Bidlack,  BUck, 
Bolts,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Barke,  WitUam 
Botler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
CaldwelL  Carr,  Cliflbrd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquiit,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Edward  Cross,  Cushing.  DanieL  Richard  D.  Daris, 
Doan,  Doir,  Eastman,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Geny,  Gilmer, 
Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon.  Gustine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Histtngi^ 
Holmes.  Hopkins,  Howard.  Hubard,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inger* 
•oil,  WftHlmD  ^.  Irwki,  John  W.  Jones,  Kehn,  LftUefiild, 
Lowell,  Robert  McCleHan,  tMeKeon,  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Al* 
Aped  Maisliallj  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Mil- 
ler, Newhard,  (Mifer,  OktMroe,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Read, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  SaKonstmll,  San  ford j^hields,  Blade,  William 
amiih,  Sweney,  Ttedlafierro,  Jacob  Thompeon,  Tillinchftst, 
Trotti,  Van  Boven,  Ward,  Westhrook,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Winthrop,  Wise,  and  Wood— 62. 

KAYS— Meesr*.  LandaffW.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Bahoock, 
Baker,  Bwnard,  Barton,  Beeson,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Milton  ^own,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoim,  John 
Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Canipbell,  Camth* 
ers,  Casey,  Chapman,  M^n  C.  Clark,  Cbwen,  CraAsmn,  Cra- 
▼MNL  Crawford,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry.  John  Ed- 
wards, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  ETeitttt,  Fillmore,  Por- 
nance,  CJamble,  Gates,  Gentry.  Patrick  G.  GoOde,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hays,  Henry,  Honck,  Houston, 
Hodson,  J.  R.  Insersoll,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jonea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lewis,  Ltnn,  Abn^am 
McClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Mortan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Owsley,  PMinenter,  Partridge, 
Panoleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Ben|amla  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Rentier,  ReynolM,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Wil- 
Han  Raasen,  James  M.  Rnssell,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shepp^rd, 
Tmman  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Alexander  if.  H. 
icvart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trnmbnll, 
Tomey,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  warren,  Washington, 
Waller.  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Yorke,  Augusttis  Toimg,  and  John  Yonng— 110. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  anderstood  to  deprecate  that 
aK>tJon  as  tmnecessary,  and  as  a  dodging  of  tbe 
question. 

Mr.  MALLORT  said  he  never  dodged  anything; 
be  always  sailed  under  an  open  flag. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.    Then  meet  the  question  now. 

Mr.  MALLORT.  I  will  meet  it  now,  and  elM- 
.  where,  too. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  MALLORY  called  for  tellers  on  his  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  Messrs.  Willer  and 
BoARDMiN  were  appointed ;  and  they  reported  a 
majority  in  favor  of  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  be- 
ing taken,  resulted  thus— yeas  65,  nays  130. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole:  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  Gilmer  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  to  be  excused.  He  could 
not  undertake  to  k<*ep  order  in  tbe  present  state  of 
the  committee.  Besides,  he  wished  to  offer  some 
amendments  himself. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  then  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  committee  immediately  resumed  the  con* 
sideration  of  bill  No.  548. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  claim- 
ing ibe  floor  upon  an  amendment  which  he  offered 
when  tbe  committee  was  last  in  session. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
HOLMES,  BOWNE,  ARNOLD,  and  the  CHAIRp 
MAN  participated,  it  was  decided  that  Mr. 
Holmes  might  proceed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  H.  provided  that 
no  member  of  Congress  shall  receive  for  mileage 
a  sum  greater  than  his  actual  expenses  in  travel- 
ling to  and  from  the  seat  of  Gk>yernment,  and^S 
per  diem  during  tbe  time  occupied  in  so  travelling. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  aUbough  the  amend- 
ment  would  make  the  section  read  very  awk- 
wardly, he  ruled  it  admissible,  as  germane  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not  care  much 
whether  the  bill  was  to  be  passed  in  a  symmetrical 
form  or  not.  He  went  for  the  reform  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold;]  and  the  only 
fault  which  he  had  to  find  with  it  was,  that  it  did 
not  reach  the  idttma  thule.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
t  vinoed  that  the  preaent  was  the  time  to  cut  down  the 


expenditures  of  this  Government.  If  the  opportn- 
niiy  was  now  lost  to  make  a  deep  iacision.  Con- 
gress would  never  have  it  in  their  power  again. 
The  expenses  of  Congress  were  now  so  large,  that 
he  wondered  the  people  continued  to  submit  to 
them.  He  would  not  speak  of  iheir  per  diem,  but 
to  the  e:iporbitsni  mileage.  Whether  the  pay  were 
fixed  at  eight  or  at  six  dollars  a  day,  it  would  al- 
ways give  Western  members  an  adequate  sum. 
But  this  reduction  would  put  others  residing  nearer 
ibe  seat  of  Government  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment.  The  main  feature  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment wss  equality^  Now,  he  should  not  feel  him- 
self upon  an  equality  with  many  members,  did  he 
come  here  with  as  low  a  compensation  as  |€  a 
day.  He  argued  that  members  residing  near 
wer«^  liabV  to  expenses,  in  exercising  tbe  rites  of 
hospitality  to  their  constituents,*  who  frequently 
vi!«ited  Washington,  ^bich  menfbers  at  a  distance 
did  not  have  to  incur. 

He  also  objected  to  the  mileage  now  allowed, 
because  it  practised  a  deception  upon  the  people, 
who  supposed  that  members  received  only  enough 
to  pay  their  expenses,  and  give  them  a  decent  sup- 
port. According  to  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, they  were  yet  to  receive  f  6  for  every  90 
miles  travelled.  Now,  the  railroad  cars  would 
carry  them  282  miles  a  day;  which  number,  divided 
by  20,  and  multiplied  by  6,  would  give  the 
amount  received  for  one  day's  travel  in  the  car*— 
|84.  He  was  for  cutting  down  the  mileage  of  the 
members. 

As  for  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  the  cabinet 
ministers  residing  in  Washington,  he  thought  il 
unjust.  Their  present  salsry  of  |6,000,  as  many 
gentlemen  on  that  fluor  knew,  was  wholly  inade- 
quate. He  did  not  think  they  should  be  sheared  of 
the  little  ability  they  now  pt)8sessed  to  contribute 
to  the  hospitalities  of  the  metropolis,  and  render 
our  Government,  through  themselves,  respectable 
In  ihe  eyes  of  foreign  ministers.  The  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  bill  was  estopped  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  it  applicable  to  the  President 
and  ^e  judges.  Was  it  not  equally  improper  to 
cut  down  the  salaries  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  who 
bore  a  near  relation  to  the  President,  and  who 
had  to  remain  here,  not  a  few  months,  but  all  the 
year,  and  live  independent  of  their  business  at 
hornet  They  could  not,  like  members  of  Con- 
gress, return  to  their  farms,  their  merchandise,  or 
their  professions;  but  were  compelled  to  remain  all 
the  year  in  an  expensive  totrn;  therefore  it  was 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  extremely  unjust  to 
cut  down  their  present  salaries  20  per  cent. 

He  begged  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  as- 
sent to  bis  amendment  and  his  suggestions,  since  he 
would  thereby,  in  case  of  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
achieve  a  great  triumph.  Tbe  bill  would  cut  off 
about  |2,000,000  from  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  gentleman  did  not  assent  lo  his 
amendment  for  reducing  the  mileage — coming,  as  he 
did,  from  a  remote  section  of  the  l7nion,and  there- 
fore entitled  to  draw  a  heavy  mileage — ^he  would 
subject  himself  to  the  imputation  of  inconsistency. 
He  declared  here,  in  his  place,  that  all  the  coun- 
try demanded  a  retrenchment.  What  he  protested 
against  was,  the  cutting  off  a  few  of  the  outer 
branches  of  the  tree.  Unless  it  received  an  effect- 
ual pruning,  it  would  not  be  in  proportion  to  the 
roots  which  supported  it,  and  which  were  now 
weak  and  decayed.  Gentlemen  must  either  con- 
sent to  bring  down  tbe  tariff  to  a  revenue  standard, 
or  else  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
to  the  measure  of  its  revenue. 

Now  he  observed,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
the  House  received,  yesterday,  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  had  it 
Instantly  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  was  to  judge,  from  that,  that  there 
were  reformers  on  both  sides  of  tbe  House,  willing 
to  take  the  suggesiioas  of  the  President,  and  to 
look  into  the  present  state  of  tbe  country,  and  see 
whether  its  iasiitntions  can  be  preserved.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
bad  shaken  off  from  themselves  that  indolence  of 
responsibility  which  bad  hitherto  kept  them  inac- 
tive, and  were  now  about  to  take  this  matter  in 
hand,  and  investigate  it  thoroughly.  He  hoped 
they  would  soon  recommend  some  practical  meas- 
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me,  and  oof  suffer  tbis  Congress  lo  adjourn  wiihoat 
bringing  in  a  tariff  sufficient  to  meet  the  ezpendi- 
toies  of  the  Go7ernment$  aad  that  they  would 
bring  down  those  expenditures  to  a  re? enne  tariff. 
He  hopped  that  they  would,  disregarding  particular 
or  sectional  interests-^ihe  interests  of  the  hemp 
grower  or  the  cotton  manufacturer— proridt  for 
die  economical  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
by  laying  the  burdens  of  taxation  equally  on  all. 
It  was  but  six  months  ago  that  it  was  predicted  by 
tfie  gentleman  from  Boston  [Mr.  WiNTHaop]  that 
the  present  tariff  would  produce  a  revenue  of 
twenty-six  millions;  and  the  result  had  proved  that 
the  sacrifice  then  made  of  the  interests  of  thie  many 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  had  greatly  aggravated 
the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Government. 

Mt.  GUSHING  observed  that  he  should  speak 
to  the  limited  question  embraced  in  the  proposi- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Holmes  ]  He  did  not  belieVe  that  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  called  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress, 
either  in  regard  to  iheir  per  dif^m  or  mileage;  and 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  they  were  at  the 
very  close  of  the  session,  with  the  prospect  that  but 
a  small  minority  of  the  present  members  of  the 
House  would  ever  come  back  again.  They  were, 
therefore,  legislating  for  their  successors,  and  not 
for  themselves;  and  reducing  not  their  own 
compensation,  but  that  of  those  who  were 
to  come  after  them.  He  utterly  rejected  the 
idea  that,  in  consideration  of  any  existing  straits 
in  the  treasury,  they  should  refuse  adequate  com* 
pensation  to  members  of  Congress,  seeing  that  that 
treasury  belonged  to  a  rich,  powerful,  and  growing 
people,  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  their  servants 
a  fair  and  just  compensation  for  their  services.  He 
denied  that  the  compensation  at  present  paid  was 
too  much.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  upon  the  assumption  that  its  offi* 
cers  should  be  paid  for  their  services,  and  not  suf- 
fered, as  in  other  Governments,  to  serve  without 
pay,  and  derive  their  compensation  from  perqui- 
sites, or  other  indirect  means.  If  members  of  Con- 
gress were  not  paid  for  their  services,  that  ball 
would  b»  filled,  as  was  the  case  with  the  British 
House  of  Conunons,  with  an  opulent  aristocracy, 
and  those  who  were  dependent  on  them.  And  if, 
again,  they  were  to  receive  an  inadequate  compen- 
,  sation,  the  result  would  be  the  same,  by  compelling 
those  who  were  poor  to  retire,  and  leave  the  way 
open  to  their  richer  competitors.  It  was  a  mis- 
take, then,  to  suppose  that  the  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  members  of  Congress  was  a  Democratic 
measure.  Oa  the  contrary,  nothing  could  be  more 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  Democracy;  for  it 
would  throw  that  House  and  its  legislation  into  the 
hands  of  an  aristocracy. 

Mr.  BBESON  said  the  few  minutes  remaining 
would  afford  him  time  to  define  his  main  position 
on  the  bill.  It  was  this:  The  expenditures  of  the 
Government  must  be  brought  within  its  means. 
That  was  a  fixed  fact— quite  as  redoubtable  as  any 
fixed  fact  which  had  of  late  been  brought  to  their 
notice.  His  dislike  to  a  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
good  public  f  ervants  (and  such  they  certably  were 
in  the  mass)  was  greatj  but  his  dislike  to  the  run- 
ning up  any  higher  on  the  people  our  heavy  public 
debt  and  taxes  was  still  greater.  We  are  in  great  dis- 
tress, public  and  private.  By  some  kind  of  hocus po- 
cus,  we  have  been  brought  to  this  condition  without 
the  intervention  of  war,  famine,  or  pestilence.  Yes, 
we  have  been  brought  to  the  age  of  '*iron  money 
and  black  broth,**  as  it  was  foretold  we  should .  be; 
but  not  by  the  Democratic  hard- money  policy,  as 
a  Coon  prophet,  in  1840,  falsely  asserted.  The 
journals  of  this  Congress  would  show  what  party 
it  was  who,  in  the  name  of  paper  money  and  high 
wages,  go  for  no  money  and  ahnost  no  wages; 
who,  on  the  question  of  resumption  of  pay- 
ment by  the  banks  of  (his  District,  decided, 
substantially,  that  resumption  here  should  de- 
pend on  resumption  nowhere.  The  record  shows 
that  an  act  of  Congress  had  made  the  resumption 
of  the  District  banks  to  depend  on  the  resumption 
of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Richmond.  The 
Baltimore  banks  resumed  in  their  own  good  time, 
bat  not  in  gocd  time  for  the  banks  of  this  District. 
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No,  indeed;  they  must  be  tinkered  so  as  to  make 
resumption  here  dependent  on  resumption  at  Rich- 
mond; which  was  in  principle,  he  repeated^  to  make 
resumption  here  depend  on  resumption  nowhere. 
This  was  but  one  step  in  that  learned  policy,  which, 
by  expanding  the  currency  in  the  ratio  of  ten  nom- 
inal dollars  to  one  real  dollar,  and  then  contracting 
it  as  much,  had  robbed  the  people  of  hundreds  of 
millions  of  property,  and  the  Government  of  its 
revenue,  and  brought  back,  with  a  vengeance,  the 
age  of  iron-money  and  black  broth.  Hear  the 
time  expired. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  terminating  debate, 
the  committee  proceeded  to  act  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  first  section,  which  Was  in  these 
words: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ondBouee  ofRepreeentativee 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Oongreee  auembUd^ 
Thai,  at  every  seeeioa  of  Congreee,  and  everr  meetioff  of  the 
Senate  in  the  receae  of  Congrev,  after  the  [  fifth  daj  of  Deccm* 
l>er  next]  firet  day  qf  November  iie#(,  each  Senator  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  alx  doUare  for  every  day  he  eball  attend  the 
Senate,  and  riiall  abo  be  allowed  siz  doUan  for  every  twenty 
milea  of  estimated  distance  by  the  most  usual  road  from  his 
place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  at  the  commence- 
mentand  end  of  every  such  session  and  meetinc;  and  in  case 
any  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  detained  by  sickness  oo  his 
Journey  to  or  from  such  session  or  meeting,  or  after  his  arrival, 
or  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Senate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  daily  allowance.  And  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  when  the  Vice-President  shall  be  absenL  or 
when  his  office  shall  be  vacant,  shall,  during  ths  period  of  his 
service,  receive  an  addition  to  his  compensation  as  a  roeml>er  of 
the  Senate,  six  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  Senate: 
Provided,  aheaye.  That  no  Senator  shall  be  aUowed  for  mile- 
age  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  dav  from  th^ 
end  of  one  such  session  or  meeting  to  the  time  of  taking  his  seat 
in  another,  egcepthe,  ehall  have  actually  travelled  the  entire 
dietance  for  which  euch  mUeage  ie  aUotoed:  Andprotided^aieo^ 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Senator,  when  he  applies  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  for  a  check,  or  to  have  his  account  cer- 
tified, to  slate  the  number  qjT  days  he  has  actually  auended,  and 
also  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and  whether  said 
absence  was  owin^  to  sickness  or  otherwise;  and  unless  such 
member  shall  certify  that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  sickness 
of  himeelf  orfamily^  or  by  leave  of  the  House^  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  give  him  a  check  or  ceiuficate  only  for 
the  time  he  actually  attended. 

[NoTB.— Parts  to  be  stricken  out  as  recommended  by  the  Se* 
lect  Committee  to  which  this  bill  was  referred,  are  printed  with- 
in brackets^  and  iosertions  in  italice.] 

The  first  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,] 
which  is  given  above;  on  which  tellers  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  Cavb  Johrsoit  andTiLUNa- 
HAST  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  98  in  the 
affirmative,  and  64  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  there- 
fore, agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  hoped  the  chairman 
would  call  the  House  to  order;  for  there  was  so 
much  confusion,  that  he  could  not  hear  what  the 
committee  was  doing.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wonld 
be  called  upon  to  take  their  seats. 

An  amendment  was  moved-— but  by  whom  could 
not  be  learned— to  allow  no  Senator  more  than 
|300  for  mileage  for  any  one  session. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  102  voting  in 
the  afilrmative,  and  68  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  had  an  amendment, 
which  he  wished  to  come  in  as  an  tidditional  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  X/hairman,  we  cannot 
hear  a  solitary  word.  [Roars  of  laughter.]  They 
are  laughing  here  like  hyenas.  [Renewoi  laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  WISE  repeated  that  he  bad  an  amendment 
to  come  in,  by  way  of  proviso:  Provided  that, 
besides  his  pay,  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed — 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  question  is 
not  debatable.  [Great  laughter  and  confusion.]  I 
object,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  this  debate.  [Renewed 
laughter] 

Mr.  WISE.  I  am  not  debating  it.  I  am  dic- 
tating my  amendment  to  the  Clerk. 

Provided,  further^  That,  besides  his  pay,  no  Sen- 
ator shall  be  allowed  [cries  of  "roast  beef"]  any 
rations  [cries  of  "whether  was  it  beef  or  not*']  in 
kind,  other  than  beef— [hisses.] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Ob,  let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  WISE  in  continuation — not  roasted,  [laugh- 
ter,] and  not  to  exceed  a  cost  of  |3.  [Loud  and 
long  continued  roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  it  is  as  follow;: 
Except  "the  guard|"  who  are  to  receive  Tonign  J 


missions  after  the  4th  March  next.     [lEtoan  of 
lani(hterj 

Mr.  WISE.    Mr.  GfaairmaB,  I  rise  to  a  queatka 
of  order.    [Laughter.]    I  move  a  furtlMr  amend- 
ment to  except  the  Senate,  where  there  is  no- men 
ber  of  the  guard.    [Laiight«r.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  aU  the»  ameodmeBli 
to  be  out  of  order* 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  order  most  bs 
restored,  for  we  cannot  hear  a  word,  ^daughter.] 
Qentlemen  are  deigning— I  dtxune^  sir,  that  they 
are  designedly  maki^  a  noise.  [Renewed  laagb* 
ter,  cries  of  "order,'*  and  the  loud  hum  of  veieaL] 
I  hope,  sir,  the  Chair  will  preserve  order,  or  «• 
must  stop.    [Laughter  in  all  parts  of  the  Hows.] 

Hie  CHAIRMAN  then  announced  the  qnestioB 
to  be  OB  the  amendment  recommended  by  theeosh 
mittee,  as  follows :  "Frovfidid,  afcesys.  That  no 
Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  mUeage  a  snm  exceed- 
ing the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  from  die  end  of 
one  such  session  or  meeting  to  the  U«m  of  hn 
taking  his  seat  in  another,  ag^epi  kt  shall  kme  w 
imaUy  IreeeUed  ike  enltre  dUUmee  /or  mkJtk  mtk 
mtiitige  is  aliewed.^* 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  that  amendment  wo«M  bt 
adopted,  for  it  was  a  very  good  one. 

The  amendment  was  agned  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  stated  that  the  qnesliet 
was  on  the  amendment  recommended  bf  the  com* 
mittee  to  the  proviso,  which  requires  each  Senator, 
when  he  applies  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  to 
a  check,  or  to  have  his  account  oertiiled,  to  sfais 
the  number  of  days  he  has  actually  attnded;  wd 
also  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and 
whether  said  absence  was  owing  to  sickness,  or 
otherwise;  and  unless  such  member  shall  certify 
that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  stekness  tfklmmlf 
or  fitmily,  or  ky  le€9e  <^  Ike  Home,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  give  him  a  check  or  cn^ 
tificate  only  for  the  time  he  actually  attended. 

[The  amendment  was  the  words  primed  k 
i<alie.] 

Mr.  MOORE  rose  to  move  an  amendment;  bat, 
in  the  confused  state  of  the  House,  bis  object  was 
not  distinctly  heard.  It  was  naderstood,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  motion  to  strike  out  that  entire  pio» 
Tiso. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  heard  addreseiBg  the  Chair, 
above  the  noise  which  prevailed,  but  not  a  word 
was  distinguishable  at  the  reporter^  desk. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  understood  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "e/  kim$eV  cr  fmmhi^  or  If 
leoM  ^^e  Hotiae." 

Here  was  a  loud  cry  of  '*read  the  aectioa  as  it 
now  stands  amended." 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly;  and  the  stnige 
admixture  of  anomatona  and  contradiCtoiy  maMsr 
of  which  it  was  composed,  elicited  roars  of  iaogb- 
ter;  especially  that  part  which  required  a  Senator 
to  certify  that,  when  absent,  his  absence  was  by 
reason  of  sickness  of  himself  or  family « or  by  leave 
of  the  House;  thus  making  his  payment  for  days 
on  which  he  might  be  absent,  in  some  cases,  de* 
pendent  on  his  ability  to  show  that  he  waaabKit 
from  the  SeneAe  by  leave  of  the  Boym  qf  Aprofltf- 
eficei. 

The  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  on  strikiag 
out  the  words,  "of  himself  or  family,  or  by  leave 
of  the  House,**  and  he  decided  that  be  belisved  the 
motion  to  be  lost. 

A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  ROOSEYELTiPuggested  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  word  "House,**  and  insert  **Senale.'* 
[Loud  cries  of  "No,  no.**] 

The  amendment  was  negatived;  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  was  understood  to  move  to 
strike  out  all  the  section,  and  insert  a  substitiis 
which  he  bad  prepared;  and  whkh  provided  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  sessioa  of 
Congress,  and  henceforth,  each  Senator  should  re- 
ceive |6  per  diem,  and  |4  for  every  twenty  aiiles 
travelling,  to  be  by  the  luual  route;  and  that,  oa 
taking  the  oath  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, they  should  be  sworn  to  restrain  the  frankiBg 
privilege  to  letters  on  such  Senators*  own  basine«i 
or  the  extension  of  liberty  by  the  circulation  of 
documents,  Ac.;  and  providing  further,  that  the 
•oldiers  of  the  army  and  the  sailon  fd  thess^^ 
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•hail  have  |1  a  month  added  to  iheir  present  pay 
—[Cries  of  "Agreed*^]— and  that  all  laws  or  parts 
of  Jaws  conflicting  with  this  act  slioald  be  thereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  .WI8S  asked  for  tellert  on  that  amendaiMnt. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Doea  the  Chair  decide  that 
that  is  ia  ordeil 

Ibe  CHAIRMAN  said  the  latter,  part  certainly, 

•a  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISB.    Ob!  that's  the  beat  part  of  it. 

Mr^RNOLD  aaid  he  onderstood  it  was  not  in 
Older  to  move  to  strike  oat  all  after  the  enacting 
dawe,  antU  the  bill  had  been  gone  through. 

Mr.  WISB  said  this  amendment  only  propoeed 
10  insert  a  anhatitate  for  a  aeotion,  and  not  for  the 
eptirebilL 

Great  ooniosion  enaned,  in  the  oonrae  of  whkh  it 
waa  aaderatood  that  Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  strike 
oat  '*alz  dollars  as  tbe  per  diem  of  Senators,  and 
insert  f  7,"  to  make  it  eonespond  with  other  por- 
tions of  the  bill. 

Tlie  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  MOORB  was  then  nnderstood  to*  move  to 
strike  ont  the  last  proviso.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tives. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word  <^iz" 
wherever  it  occarred  in  that  section,  and  .insert 
**foar,"  thereby  proposing  to  redooe  the  per  diem 
toil. 

.  Tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered  on  this 
aaiendment,  and  Messrs.  Colss  and  Rbtmolds 
were  appointed;  and  they  reported  5S  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  83  in  the  negative.  The  motion  was 
theRfofenegatived. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word 
"six,**  and  insert  *^h^^^^^  in  tbe  clause  of  the  bill, 
so  as  to  make  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  fin 
dollars  a  day. 

Pending  this  motion, 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  committee 
rise:  carried — ayes  88,  noes  63. 

Tbe  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  substitute  for 
bill  No.  548;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  ineffectual  efforts  on  the  part  of  various 
members  to  get  in  resolutions  and  reports, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  READ, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wbdnssdat,  February  15,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  a  communication  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, tranamitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolutioh 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  ult.,  statements  showing  in 
detail  the  price  at  present  recei? ed  by  the  railroad 
compaaiea  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States 
mail,  the  amonnt  paid  them,  the  extent  of  service, 
and  the  price  formeriy  paid  for  the  same  service 
by  the  old  mode  of  conveyance;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  MERRICK,  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  transmitting  joint  res- 
ohitions  adopted  by  tbe  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  that  Territory,  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
iitg  treaties  for  the  purchase  of  the  lands  of  the  Pot- 
tawotamie  and  other  tribes  of  Indians;  which,  on 
motkmbyMr.  LINN,  were  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table. 

Abo,  presented  the  credentials  of  Wiluam  H. 
GUtwood,  Jr.  who  has  been  elected  by  tbe  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next;  which 
ware  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Wasb- 
iBgton,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of-  the  establish- 
laenf  of  a  mail-route  from  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  to  Steubenville,  Ohio:  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Beads. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Wilson,'  porter  to  watch  the  public  grounds  at  the 
Capitol,  (oommonly  called  <*posey  watcher,'')  rep- 
rsieating  that  he  is  employed  seventeen  hours  per 
^t  And  praying  Congress  to  allow  him  additional 


compensation:  referred  to  tbe  Coinmittee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Reu- 
ben Drake  and  R.  Q.  dnarles,  proposing  to  Con- 
gress to  enter  inte  a  contract  with  the  Qovernment 
to  reclaim  public  lands  now  useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  tbe  consideration  of  a  portion  of  the 
lands  which  may  be  reclaimed:  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  pre.<ented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
48  captains  of  steamboats  navigating  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  representing  that  the  toll  now 
exacted  for  going  through  the  canal  at  Lonisville, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  is  ruinous  to  trade,  and  such  as 
the  commerce  and  business  on  the  river  could  nbt 
pay;  and  representiog  that  there  are  evils  in  tbe 
construction  of  the  canal  which  unfit  it  for  the 
business  which  is  now  done  on  that  river;  and, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  ridding  the  commerce  of  tbe 
ruinous  exactions  imposed  on  it  for  passing  throngh 
this  canal,  and  affording  adequate  facilities  to  the 
increasing  commerce,  they  pray  that  a  canal 
may  be  constructed  by  the  Government,  on  the  In- 
diana ^ide  of  the  river,  of  sufficient  capacity  for  the 
passaae  of  larger  boats  than  those  which  now  as-^ 
cend  the  river. 

Mr.  B.  proposed  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked,  that  the  canal  spoken 
of  in  the  memorial  was  not  now  adapted  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Ohio  river,  aod  to  the  boats  which 
run  on  the  Western  rivers;  that  it  was  of  such 
capacity  as  to  prevent  tbe  construction  of  a  cla«s 
of  boats  which  were  of  large  dimensions,  and  of 
greater  speed,  and  such  as  were  called  for  by  the 
increasing  commerce.  If  boats  of  a  large  class 
attempted  to  pass,  they  were  subjected  to  serious 
injury  by  the  rocks  which  were  permitted  to  pro- 
ject from  the  sides.  A  boat  of  which  h«  was  some 
time  siiice  on  board,  in  attempting  to  pass  through, 
was  seriously  injured.  If  tbe  locks  were  consider- 
ably enlarged,  and  the  canal  cut  square  down  to 
the  bottom,  it  might  be  made  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude for  all  the  boats  which  run  there.  There, 
however,  seemed  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  tbe 
company  to  do  this,  and  to  prevent  the  collection 
of  these  onerous  tolls.  If  those  difficulties  were 
continued,  he  would  go  in  for  a  sufficient  grant  of 
the  public  land  in  Indiana  to  that  State,  on  the  con- 
dition that  she  will  construct  a  canal  adequate  for 
the  accommodation  of  tbe  commerce  on  those 
rivers. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  was  much  gratifi- 
ed to  hear  of  the  introduction  ef  the  petition  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  There  was  no  subject, 
in  connexion  with  the  commerce  on  tbe  Western 
waters,  of  more  interest  than  that  of  tbe  removal 
of  the  obstructions  in  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 
He  then  made  some  remarks  on  the  great  interest 
which  the  stockholders  of  that  canal  received  on 
their  investment,  which  was  about  18  per  cent. 
Commerce,  he  said,  was  obstructed  to  a  very  great 
extent;  tbe  large  class  of  boats  were  excluded  en- 
tirely from  the  upper  river,  owing  to  the  uoeven- 
ness  of  this  canal.  It  was  almost  impossible  for 
a  aiugle  canal  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  in- 
creasing ascending  and  descending  commerce  on 
that  river;  therefore  a  canal  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  waa  demanded.  He'conld  not  hope  that  any- 
thing would  be  done  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  regard  to  the  subject;  but  he  did  hope  that 
the  Western  Senators  and  Western  members  would  > 
urge  this  matter  until  the  navigation  of  tbe  Ohio 
should  be  relieved  from  this  obstruction,  and  com* 
merce  from  the  onerous  burden  which  was  im- 
posec^  upon  it  by  the  exactions  of  the  canal  com- 
pany. He  believed  that  when  the  matter  was  ex- 
amined by  the  committee,  it  woald  be  found  that 
it  was  practicable  to  construct  to  a  canal  on  the 
Indiana  side  of  the*Ohio,  to  remove  the  obstructions 
to  the  commerce  there. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  did  not  agree  with  the  other  Sen- 
ators as  to  their  opinions  of  tbe  best  mode  of  re- 
moving tbe  obstacles  complained  of.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  a  canal  ought  not  to  be  made.  The 
obstruction  in  that  river,  at  the  falls,  was  a  ridge  of 
soft  limestone  running  across  the  navigation  cf  the 
river.  The  current  would  be  as  smooth  above  as 
below,  if  tha  Govenuneat  of  the  United  States 
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would  (aa  it  ought  to  do)  improve  the  navigation  at 
this  point,  by  removing  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  ridge,  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity 
of  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  side.  When  tbe  niatter 
came  up,  he  would  urge  an  improvemeift  of  the 
navigation  at  that  point. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  on  tbe  subject  of  improvement 
of  the  great  awamps  in  the  southeast  portion  of 
Missouri,  and  the  northeast  portion  of  Arkansas; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.     • 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  asking  Congress 
to  adopt  measures  for  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon;  which  waa  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Also,  presented  a  p^ition  of  citizens  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  mail  route  from  Port  William  to  Little 
Piney,  in  Pulaski  county,  Missouri:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  . 
Mr.  HUNTINGTOm  presented  a  petition 
from  Elizabeth  Rayxfiond,  the  widow  of  John 
Raymond,  an  officer  ef  the  army  of  the  Revolution, 
for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Commiue^  on  Pea* 
sions.  z, 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensi  ns, 
to  which  were  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Thomas  for  a  pension,  and  th^  petition  of  Sarah 
Williamson  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
1838,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  and  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  War  Department,  which  was  com- 
petent to  grant  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners:  agreed 
to. 

Mr.^.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  With  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed,  tbe  bills 
from  tbeHoctse  for  the  relief  of  Prudence  Crouch, 
and  for  tbe  relief  of  David  Munn.  Hie  reports 
accompanying  were  orde  ed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  on  the  petitioii  of  William  Morrow,  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  bis  contract  for 
the  performance  of  certain  work  at  the  Washing- 
ton arsenal. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  tbe  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed) on  the  petition  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassu8,for 
remuneration  for  money  forcibly  taken  fVom  him 
for  tbexpublic  service  at  the  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claim?,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recontmendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusaer 
and  her  legtii  representatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  T.,  the  previous  orders  wete 
postponed,  and  the  bill  was  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being 
no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afifairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, the  bill  from  the  Hotise  for  the  relief  of 
James  Mount;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.,  the  previous  orders  of 
the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  and  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Mr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Military 
Afifairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pa^  the  bill 
from  tbe  House  for  the  payment  of  certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  the^  previous 
orders  of  the  di^^  were  postponed,  and  the  above 
bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole- 
and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  KING,  who  con, 
tended  that  if  the  militia  were  entitled  to  pay,  they 
could  receive  it  under  existing  law?;  and  by  Mr. 
PORTER,  showing  the  reason  why  they  could  not 
receive  pay  without  a  special  law;  the  biU  was  re^ 
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ported  to  the  Seutie,  ud  ordered  to  a  <h  jrd  resd- 
ing;  8Bd  acoordfaigijr  was  Bobseqaentij  read  (be 
third  tine,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Laad  Claims,  reported  baok,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  Hoase 
hiU  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  ■  of  Missouri— 
[name  not  heard.] 

Mr.  LINN  made  a  proposition^  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  place  all  the  private 
biUa.  on  a  separate  calendar,  with  a  view  to  expe« 
' '  diie  action  upon  them;  bat,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  KINO,  showing  that,  instead  of  expediting  ac- 
tion, it  woald  retard  the  tasiness  of  the  Senate, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  sabmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to,  viz: 

iZetoJoed,  Ttimt  the  ISecnury  of  the  Treasary  be  direct* 
ed  to  commiinicate  to  the  Senate,  u  earlf  ae  practicable,  what 
baa  been  done  by  that  def»aitoieia  tinder  the  act  of  laat  aeasion 
of  CongreiB,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
efection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  or  nearOcracoke,  in  North  Car- 


olina." approred  Aagt»at  29, 1812;  especially  whether  a  site  fer 
aaid  hoepkial  haa  beenpurchaaed  or  contracted  for,  and  whether 
any  reappropriatlon  ot  money  i>  neceasary  to  complete  It. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  on  yes- 
terday,  fixing  II  o'clock,  a.  m.,  for  the  daily  hoar 
of  meeting  of  the  Senate  hereafter,  was  taken  np 
and  reject — af  es  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  bad  been  referred  the  petition  of 
a  nomber  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that  the 
settlers  on  the  old  military  reserve,  near  Fort 
Leatenworth,  may  be  allowed  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  same,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  (which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Sen- 
ate,) directing  a  copy  of  the  report  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  TALLMADOB  presented  the  credentials  of 
Silas  Wrioht,  Jr.,  who  hat  been  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March  next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  tl^e  relief  of  Charles  J.  Jenkins  and 
William  Williams,  assignees  of  Joseph  McKinne. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  bill;  and,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  EVANS  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  indicating  a  wish  to  make  an  amend* 
ment,  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

RETRENCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  was  taken  up;  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  resolutions  introduced 
by  Mr.  McDuffuc,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  instant, 

TiZ! 

Retolved,  That  it  la  the  aolemn  and  urgent  doty  of  the  pres- 
ent CoogrcM  to  adopt,  without  delay,  efficient  measuree  to  re- 
viTe  the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  repleniati  (he  impov- 
eri^ed  excnequer,  and  arreat  the  alarming  accumulation  or  the 
'      public  debt  or  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  a  modification  of  the  existing  tarifl*  on  for- 
eign Imptwti,  auch  as  will  render  it  strictly  and  in  good  faitii  a 
merereveoue  measure,  is  indispensable  to  the  accomplishment 
of  those  9bjects;  and  that  the  recent  measures  of  the  British 
Parliament,  partially  adopting  the  principles  or  /)ree  trade,  the 
public  indicaiions  of  a  dnpoutlon  on  the  part  of  the  present 
mintatry  to  extend  those  principlea  still  further,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  ithe  speedy  organization  of  an  extensire  system  of 
smuggling  on  tnelong  lice  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo* 
ti?es  to  Congress  for  acting  on  the  subject  during  its  present 
aeasioo. 

Resolved,  That  a  rigid  system  of  retreachment,  economy, 
and  accountabilitv^  such  as  will  bring  the  annual  expendiiurea 
within  the  annual  income  of  the  Qoremment,  is  not  less  indis- 
pensable; end  that,  while  this  Is  rendered  necessary  by  the  de- 
Elorable  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  \b  rendered  Just,  and  not 
ijQrious  to  the  public  senrice,  by  the  sreat  reduction  of  the 
currency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money. 

To  which  Mr.  EVANS  had  mored  to  append 
the  following  additional  resolutions: 

Reeolvedt  That,  among  the  causes  which  hare  contributed 
most  efficlMUlT  to  the  depiessien  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  to  the  consequent  impoTerish- 
ment  of  the  national  treasury,  and  wtiich  hare  thus  rendered  a 
reaortto  loans  IneTitable,  is  the  want  of  a  currency  of  uniform 
value  In  all  parts  of  the  ¥nited  States^  commanding  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people;  and  no  measure  designed  to  revive  com- 
merce, replentoh  tfab  treasury,  and  avert  the  further  accumula- 
tk>rt  or  public  d^bt,  will  be  complete  or  adequate  to  the  accom- 
pU^^ent  of  these  objects,  which  fail  to  supply  their  wants. 

Aeso/ved,  That  another  of  the  prominent  causes  of  the  pres- 
«nt  prostrated  condition  of  the  businessofthe  country,  and  of 
tha  public  finances,  and  which  haslargelv  impaired  American 
ohanctar  and  creoit,  which  has  expand  republican  institu- 
'tions  to  reproach  and  obloquy,  is  the  failure  of  so  many  States 


of  the  Union  to -provide  for  the  regotar  payment  of  the  iitteiest 
on  their  public  dfebts;  aiKl  especially  tha  Atvor  and  countpn- 


ance  which  have  been  given,  to  some  extent,  in  some  portions 
of  the  country,  to  the  alarming  and  destructive  doctrine,  that 
these  debts  are  not  binding  apan  tlw  people  of  the  States 


which  have  created  them,  but  may  be  annulled  and  repudiated 
at  their  discretion. 

Resolved^  That,  while  this  Oongress  does  not  intend  to  adopt 
any  measures  for  the  pay  mem  t)y  the  United  Statesof  the  debts 
of  the  individua]  States,  it  nevertheless  deems  it  proper,  in 
view  of  the  disastrous  consequences  to  the  national  character 
and  credit,  and  to  the  institutions  of  republican  govemment,  of 
the  M|pre  of  the  States  to  fulfil  their  obllgatiooa,  and  of  the 
principle  which  has  lieen  asserted«-that  these  obligations  are 
not  binding  on  them,— to  declare,  that  the  debts  of  the  States, 
cteated  by  the  legislative  authority  thereof  respectively,  are  ob- 
ligatory and  binoUng  upon  said  States,  and  cannot  be  by  tnem  an- 
nulled or  repadiatedl;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty 
of  the  people  of  said  States  to  reaort  to  the  nuMt  efficient  means 
la  their  power  for  the  pnaervation  of  their  Adth,  and  the  fulfil- 
meiu  of  theix  obligatioos. 

Resolvtd,  That  it  ia  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  every  consti- 
tutional and  proper  means  tn  its  power— by  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  restore  and  piesarve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  States;  by  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  regulation  and  admin- 
istration of  the  public  finances,  in  such  way  as  shall  be  least 
burdensome  to  the  people,  ana  most  condoeive  to  the  revival 
of  trade  and  commerce;  as  shall  secure  the  wages  of  labor  from 
fluctuation;  as  shall  give  aecurity  and  steadiness  to  the  industry 
of  the  oouiAry,— vto  render  every  practicable  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  aeveral  Statea  in  their  efiorts  to  meet 
Uieir  engagements,  and  to  diacharge  the  obligationa  into  which 
they  have  entered. 

Which  Mr.  Datton  had  mored  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  the  third  of  Mr.  Evans's  resolutions, 
and  inserting  the  following  in  its  .stead: 

Rteolvedi  That  the  distrust  and  obloquy  cast  u|Mn  tha  Fed- 
eral Giovemmcnt  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  certain  States  to 
raaire  prompt  payment  of  their  debts,  is  an  unjust  and  nnfonnd- 

lioi 


ed  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good  fiUth;  that,  while  this 
Government  deplores  the  misguided  policy  of  tliose  States 
which  have^mbarrassed  themselves,  tt  disclaims  all  Hability, 


iMally  or  morally,  for  such  deDnaoeocy;  while,  in  viodicaiion 
otitsown  unblanushed  faith  and  honor,  it  appeals  withc<»fi- 
dence  to  its  past  history. 

Mr.  DATTON  being  entitled  to  the  flnor  on  the 
pending  qnes'ion,  in  reJation  to  the  adoption  of  hia 
proposed  amendmenr»  addressed  the  Senate  for 
upwards  of  an  hour. 

He  stated  that  the  offer  which  he  made  yester- 
day, to  waive  his  claim  to  the  floor,  having  failed 
to  accompli(»h  the  object  of  their  proceeding  to  the 
Yote^  and  the  question  now  pending  being  on  his 
amendment,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  submit  a 
few  brief  remarks,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  think  that  amendment  im« 
portant  and  necessary.  No  Senator  could  depre- 
cate more  than  he  would  a  useless  loss  of  the  pub- 
lic time,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  in  a 
mere  discussion  ef  abstract  theories.  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  chose  to  introduce  res- 
olutions of  that  character,  tending  to  no  practical 
resDlt,  the  responsibility  of  wasting  the  public 
lime  could  not  be  laid  at  the  doors  of  his  friends 
or  himself,  should  they  feel  themselves  placed  in 
such  a  position  as  to  demand  either  enlargement, 
modification,  or  discussion.  The  resolutions  oflVred 
by  the  Senator  from  South  tCarolina  reach  to,  and 
propose,  no  measure  of  public  relief  for  the  dis- 
tress which  they  depict. 

He  (Mr.  D.)  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  able  speech  which  was  delivered  in  support  of 
those  resolutions,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  con- 
clude with  some  definite  ana  practical  proposition 
for  the  relief  of  the  country;  more  particularly  as 
the  Senator  appealed,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks, 
to  ail  parties  to  unite  in  effWsting  the  object  he  had 
in  view.  But  in  this  he  was  disappointed;  for  noth- 
ing was  urged  but  the  resolutions  themselves;  and 
they,  and  all  that  was  said  in  their  support,  ended 
with  a  mere  promulgation  of  abstract  political 
principles.  He  could  not  discover,  from  them  and 
the  Senator's  remarks,  more  than  three  main  prin- 
ciple;: in  relation  to  the  currency,  to  be  let  alone  to 
work  out  its  own  salvation;  to  finance,  to  be  im- 
proved by  pulling  down  the  tariff  law;  and  to  com- 
merce, by  reciprocating  the  action  of  Qreat  Britain 
in  favor  of  an  approach  to  free  trade. 

On  each  of  these  points  Mr.  D.  expatiated  con- 
siderably at  length,  and  then  hdrerted  to  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  an 
addition  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  These  additional  resolutions  he 
considered  equally  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
reaching  to  no  practical  result.  Fully  as  he  a<icord- 
ed  with  the  general  principles  which  they  avowed, 
he  considered  them,  as  well  as  the  original  resolu- 
tions, unnecessary;  because  no  definite  action  woold 
grow  out  of  them  for  the  good  of  the  eouutiy.    As, 


faoi^rer,  ihey  were  before  the  8eiiii«,  lie  iiJiS  ubt 
w?8h  to  let  fhem  pa^  to  a  vote  without  such  aoffi- 
ilcation  as  he  thought  eas^ntial;  and,  as  he  bad 
strong  objection  to  the  wording  of  the  third  retota- 
ttou  of  ilis  aawndmeni,  he  had  propoaed  a  mbsti- 
tvte  for  that  »toluiioa,  wkioh  ha  raid. 

In  explaining  his  object  in '  thoa  itafdicatiDf  ike 
credit  .and  character  of  the  United  Slalaa,  he  styed 
his  regret  that  hitherto  every  oiieer  in  the  Qm> 
emment,  from  tha  faigheattotUe  lowest,  hid  ttktu  a 
eoursa  calculated  to  show  to  the  wofld-  that  they 
felt  the  oharactar  and  credit  of  the  cavnwy  lake 
depressed,  instead  Of  Mdkf  nfdMmg  the  u^ipiai- 
edaaaertiona  of  others  that  tbey  were  so^  {bia- 
aisted  on  it,  that  the  eradit  and  good  faith  cf  the 
.United  States  never  had  been  impaired;  that  lh^ 
had  been  preserved  without  a  i>kH  or  hieniirii  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Govenaaent;  and  that,  ii 
this  respect,  we  atood  proudly  pro-caiiBnit  ahste 
the  nations  of  Kurope,  who  now  ealuminaied  mk 
the  foreign  money  markets. 

In  proof  of  all  this,  he  entered  into  t  long  lod 
minute  history  of  the  iniquities  practised  by  Cheat 
Britain,  in  laying  the  fotindation  of  her  natioDtl 
debt,  and  enlarging  it  from  time  to  time,  till  it  had 
reached  the  enormous  sum  of  upwards  of  thirty- 
five  hundred  millions  of  dolkra— in  comparhoa 
with  whidi,  our  national  debt  shrank  teto  a  neie 
nothing,  or  at  least  a  sum  so  small  as  to  be  seateeljr 
capable  of  paying  half  a  year^  inters.  He  eai- 
meratf d  the  debts  d«e  by  FVanee,  Holhtad,  19^ 
pies,  Russia,  dbc.,  to  show  how  deeply  they  were 
all  involved;  and  contrasted  their  condition  wMi 
Uiat  of  this  country — possessing  unexampled  r^ 
sources,  and  an  inheritance  stretehittg  from  sea  to 
sea,  through  a  wide  extent  of  country  unequalled 
for  fertility  and  natpral  advantages.  Having  evi* 
deuced  all  these  things,  as  a  vindication  of  Om  n- 
impaired  good  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States, 
he  commented  with  severity  upon  rtiose  portions  of 
the  President's  message  which  he  eonsMerfd  ooild 
have  no  better  tendency  than  to  give  eotmienaaee 
to  the  calumnies  uttered  in  foreign  money  markets 
against  our  credit.  He  particularly  alhided  tt 
the  unnecessary  and  imprudent  exposure  of  the 
fact  that  an  accredited  agent,  sent  to  Btorope  to  ne- 
gotiate the  loan,  had  been  sent  back  repulsed. 

Speaking  of  the  assumption  of  the  Slate  debts, 
he  deprecated  any  proposition  of  that  nature  as  an* 
wise  and  impolitic,  without  giving  any  opinion  is 
to  the  power  of  the  Ooremmeotia  tlutt  particakr. 
The  question  of  the  power  of  the  GtovennMat  lo 
interfere  he  had  not  stUficTently  examined  iatO|  lo 
enable  him  to  form  an  opinion;  but  he  bad  fallj 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  improdenoe  of  any 
such  measure. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  urging  the  adoption  of  hit 
substitute  for  the  third  resolution  of  the  amendflM&t 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  next  obtained  the  iloor,  wai  m- 
sisted  on  his  motion  (of  which  he  had  gtvei  aocice 
yesterday)  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  lahk. 
He  again  urged  the  impropriety  of  wasting  tlM 
short  time  which  yet  remained  of  the  session,  so 
necessary  to  be  applied  to  the  legislative  basiaen 
lemainiikg  unfinished,  upon  mere  abstract  qofls* 
tions.  He  pointed  out  that,  in  his  opinion,  gentle- 
men were  mistaken  who  supposed  that  his  motloa 
would  carry  with  it  the  resolution?  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia.  That  Senator  had  only  givea  Wh 
tice  of  his  intention  to  offer  them:  they  were  not  be* 
fore  the  Senate,  and  could  not  be,  as  long  as  «i 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  an  original  propo- 
sition was  pending.  No  filter  time  could,  there- 
fore, be  chosen  for  pressing  his  motion  than  it 
present. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  Mjs; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RIVES  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  if 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
were  either  adopted  or  rejected,  would  he  not  have 
a  right  to  move  his  amendment  as  a  suhstiluie  for 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Maine? 

The  CHAIR  explained*  that  a  motion  to  strike 
out  a  larger  portion  of  the  resolutions,  contaifllag 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
with  a  view  of  inserting  others  in  their  plat^ 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  RIVES  contended  that  bis  resolutioiiime 
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m  tluu  ci&e  before  the  Senate,  and  woald  be  af- 
fected bj  the  motiqn  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  »aicl  they  would  not  be  inrotved 
in  the  motion  a  whit  more  than  aoy  other  amend- 
ments which  gentlemen  might  intend  to  offer. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  if  it  was  in  order 
for  gentlemen  to  catechise  the  Chair  as  to  tbe 
course  to  be  pursued  with  regard  to  something  in- 
tended to  be  donti 

Tbe  question  was  then  called  for  on  Mr.  M£a- 
Bicr^  motion  to  lay  the  whole  on  the  table;  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe^yess  24,  nays  93, 
as  follows: 

YBA8— MMsra.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Coorad,  CraAa,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evana,  Graham,  Hender- 
•on,  UanUugton,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  PhelM  Forcer, 
ttflimona.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  WhibOrand 


Walker,.  Wilcox,  WiUiama,  Woodbnry,  Wright,  and"  Young- 


Mr.  RlVSe  then  submitteil  his  resolutions  (which 
win  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  February  18) 
as  a  substantiye  propoaition.  They  Ha  over  one 
day,  under  the  rule. 

Bftr.  LINN  submitted  a  resolution,  that  the  daily 
hour  of  meeting  after  Saturday  next  shall  be  at  11 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  lor  the  remainder  of  the  sessioo,  in- 
sftad  of  19. 

The  resolnticn  ties  over  till  to-monow. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  WHITB,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  sessioo;  and,  afier  tome  time  fpent 
therein,  adjontned. 


HOUSB  OP  REPRESENTATIYEa 
Wkdnksdit,  Pebroary  15,  1843. 

Mi.  LOWELL  presented  the  pctiiion  of  Solo- 
mon Thayer  and  62  other  citizens  of  Lubec, 
Maine,  praying  Congress  for  such  an  alteration  of 
our  commercial  relations  with  foreign  Govern- 
seals  as  shall  give  to  the  navigation  of  tbe  United 
Slates  terms  of  just  reciprocity;  which  was  referred 
to  (be  Comnoittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Union. 

Also,  the  petition  of  M.  G.  Buck  and  76  other 
eitistns  of  Bucksport,  Maine,  praying  Congress  to 
impose  an  additional  duty  on  sawed  lumber,  fire- 
wood, fish,  d^ ,  from  the  British  provinces;  which 
was  referred  to  \h&  Committee  cf  Ways  and 
BAeana. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  400  mer- 
chants and  workiogmen  of  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn, in  ikvor  of  Gilbert's  floating  dry-dock:  refer- 
red to  tbe  Commiitce  of  the  Whole  on  ibe  slate  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  tbe  petition  of  Natban 
Beaid,  asking  to  be  paid  for  |5,606of  continental 
currenoyi  received  for  services  rendered  during  the 
revolutionary  war  in  1777  and  1778— the  said  con* 
tinental  currency  being  of  no  value. 

Mr.  RSY190LDS  presented  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale 
of  Illinois,  stating  the  following  facts:  That  certain 
citisens  of  Macon  county  and  tbe  vicinity,  reside 
in  tbe  interior  of  tbe  State,  and  are  located  80 
nriles  from  tbe  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
130  from  that  of  tbe  Wabash.  These  citisEens  re- 
side on  and  near  the  cross  railroad  route,  extending 
from  the  Illinois  river,  at  Naples,  by  Spricgfield, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State,  to  the  eastern 
border  of  the  State,  to  meet  the  Indiana  oana)  and 
railroad  at  Covington,  which  commnnieates  to 
Lake  Erie,  ttirough  Indiana  and  Oiiio.  Tbe  me- 
morial states  further,  that  the  abovenaraed  com- 
OMnueation  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  is  completed  for 
93S  miles,  and  will  be  finished  in  Indiana  daring 
this  year  from  Lafayette  to  Covington,  which  is  in 
the^  direction  of  the  cross  railroad  route  in  Illinois. 
This  communication  completed,  a  direct  inland 
channel  for  tbe  commerce  of  the  most  fertile  re- 
gioa  of  country  in  the  Union  would  be  established 
from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to 


Lake  Erie,  and  by  Buffalo  to  tt/e  cities  of  New 
York  and  Boston.  This  commuaieation  would 
shorten  tbe  distance  from  the  Mississippi  to  Lake 
Ede  several  thonsand  miles  less  than  the  route  by 
Chicago,  Maekinack,  and  Detroit. 

Tbe  memorial  further  shows  that  the  country 
adjacent  to^  this  northern  cross  railroad  is  the  most 
fertile  in  Illinois,  and  the  farmers  already  raise  a 
great  surplus  of  products  in  it;  but  the  location  is 
so  far  from  the  means  of  transporting  this  surplus 
to  market,  ihat  the  crops  are  rotting  on  the  hands 
of  the  farmers.  Uis  also  stated,  that  some  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  public  lands  arc  yet  un- 
sold on  this  route.  It  is  also  stated  that  this 
improvement  is  national,  extending  from  the 
Mississippi  to  Boston;  and  thai  similar  public 
works  in  the  Suites  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  have  re- 
ceived donations  in  land  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  aid  the  Sates  in  such  improvements* 
Tbe  memorial  goes  further,  and  say^  that  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  will  be  enhanced  in  value  more 
than  double  by  the  construction  of  this  road  in 
Illinois;  and,  in  consideration  of  these  facts,  tbe 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  pray  that  every  aU 
teraate  eection  of  the  public  land  along  the  route 
in  Illinois,  be  granted  to  the  State,  to  aid  in  the 
completieo  of  this  public  improvement.  Tbe 
reserved  land  will  be  enhanced  more  in  value  by 
the  donation,  than  the  whole  is  at  present.  The 
memorial  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  th0  Public  Lands  in  the  House 
of  Representatives;  and  they  are  so  jost  and 
reasonable,  thai  no  doubt  a  favorable  action  will 
be  had  on  them,  if  the  lateness  of  tbe  session  does 
not  prevent  it,  as  there  is  not  much  more  than  two 
weeks  of  the  session  yet  unexpired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON,  a  memorial 
some  time  since  presented  by  him,  in  relation  to 
steamboat  explos^n»,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLERKS  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  GOVERN- 

MENT. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  rose,  and  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Reaolvedf  Ttuu  the  fiecrotary  of  Slate,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaeury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  Poetmaeler  General,  report  to  ttiie  Honse  the  aumb«-, 
claaees,  and  compeneatioa  of  pereone  employed  In  their  eeveral 
departmenta,  reapectively,  on  the  let  da/  of  January,  1839,  and 
on  the  let  day  6i  January,  1843;  dietingulahiog,  by  bureaus, 
where  they  exist  to  the  department. 

Mr.  PILLMORE  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  a 
useless  expense  would  be  incurred  by  tbe  adoption 
of  that  resolution;  «nd  it  "was  especially  unneces- 
sary, as  all  the  information  which  it  would  call  for 
was  already  published  in  public  documents. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  if  it  was  in  the  public  doc- 
uments, it  would  take  so  much  less  time  to  collect 
it  in  tbe  shape  which  he  prop(»ed. 

Mr.  PILLMORE  said,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  national  treasury,  they  should  save  all  the  ex- 
pense they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  BOWNE  a»ked  if  that  debate  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  BOWNE  then  objected  to  it,  and  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

THE  TARIPP. 

Mr.  READ  said  for  two  months  he  had  been 
appealing  to  the  House  to  place  on  the  journal  a 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  on  a  very  import- 
ant subject.  It  was  a  subject  of  tbe  deepest  im- 
portance, and  one  on  which  the  House  ooght  to 
have  acted  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  session — 
he  alluded  to  a  modification  of  the  tariff.  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  did  not  now,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  tession,  expect  that  the  House  would  act  dn  that 
subject  bnl  he  desired  that  his  proposition  should 
go  on  tbe  journal.  [Objections  were  noade  in  va- 
rious paitft  of  the  hall]  He  continued:  if  it  were 
objected  to,  he  would  object  to  everything  oat  of 


order  to  the  end  of  the  setek^n.  [Laughter  1  Por 
two  Oftonths  he  had  been  offeringWa  resolution  but 
without  effect.  ,  ' 

Mr., STANLY  objected  to  the  continn^a^Q  ^f 
the  gentleman^  aigvment. 

Mr.  READ  said  he  was  not  arguing  tbe  ques- 
tion 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  the  gentleman  was 
arguing  it. 

rCries  of  *<Read  tbe  resolutioB.**] 

Tbe  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  as  follows: 

Wbereaa  ihe  act  of  Coogrees  eolMed  *'Aji  act  to  provide  re?«. 
Due  from  imporia,  and  to  cbante  and  modity  easting  towa  in* 
poeing  datiee  oo  Imports,  and  fof  other  purpONi."  pueed  30Ui 
Auf  uet,  1812^  faaviog  been  paiMd  in  the  hurry  aad  eanfueiop  of 
the  leiM  day  of  a  wawino,  and  Ihetelbfa  greatly  dedsaWe,  not 
onlT  in  its  detaile,  list  in  ■ome.of  its  prtociplea;  impMiM  pre- 
hibitory  duties  on  a  great  Tariety  •f  afiiol«%  tharelHr  so  far  de- 
featiog  heclf,  both  is  regard  M  revemia  and  pnteotiufr—the  lat- 
ter, by  adminiaiefing  a  powerful  atimnlapt  to  the  «Biiggltng 
trade;  therefore, 

Retolvdy  That  the  OonoiUtee  of  Ways  and  Meaoe  be  la* 
structed  to  ioqolre  into  tbe  ezpedieacy  of  leporttog  a  bill  sup- 
plemenmrytotbesaklactof  theaOtaAagiistlaet,  baeadupoa 
the  following  principles,  riz: 

1.  To  provide  an  adequate  reveoue  ibr  tbe  eeooomltal  ad- 
miniscration  of  the  GoTemment,  and  no  omnw— say  ftom  twetity 
to  tweotT'three  millions. 

2.  Articles  classed  as  "neceMaries  of  Itfe,"  andeoterinfflnio 
general  consumption,  of  a  description  not  #rotm»  or  ftromteed 
mlAe  UniUd  St^tM,  to  be  admitted  free  of  daty. 

3.  Artidee  im  ported,  coming  io  competition  with  those  grown 
or  produced  io  the  United  8ts^  to  be  taxed  so  as  to  give  am- 
ple proteoiion  to  our  farmers,  pwnien,  mauatottureis,  and  me- 
chanics. 

.  4.  The  measure  of  such  protection  to  be,  la  all  oases,  so  mudi 
duty  as  will  make  the  cost  of  the  fbrolgtt  artidef«  our  marketo 
equal  to  Uie  cost  of  production  in  the  Unltad  fluiaa,  and  no 
more:  thus  bringing  the  foreign  and  American  manniai^urer 
into  our  markets  on  a  footioc  of  perfect  equality,  Increasing 
the  supply  in  propoiiion  to  the  demand,  and  thetel»y  reducing 
tlte  price  to  the  consumer. 

6.  If  it  should  be  found  neceasiry  to  Impoaa  higher  duties/sr 
rerenue  than  are  required  by  the  said  measure  of  protection, 
in  such  case  hacurieo  to  pay  a  hisber  duty  than  wseawaties. 

6.  No  drawback  to  Iw  allowed  on  foreign  sngaia  reihied  in 
the  United  States^  nor  on  epirits  distilled  fram  foreign  mo- 
lasses. 

7.  No  drawback  to  Im  allowed  hi  any  case,  except  on  goods 
imperted^ad  spedally  eniaved  l<^  exportaUon*  andactuaUy  ex- 
ported within  ninety  days  from  the  time  of  importation. 

8.  All  duties  to  be  paid  in  cash  at  the  time  of  importation. 

^  9.  Alt  dudes  to  be  levied  00  the  true  yalue  of  the  gpods  in 
the  principal  ports  of  the  United  tSkates;  the  valuation  to  be 
made,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  collector  of  the  port;  and,  if 
the  importer  shall  appeal,  the  value  to  be  finally  ascertained 
by  a  board  of  commMtoners,  to  l>«  appofaited  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  BRONSON  intemipted  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  and  objected  to  their  rendition. 

Mr.  RBAD  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
an  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya« 

The  Honae  did  not  order  the  yeas  nnd  naya. 

Mr.  RBAD  inade  some  remarks  on  the  connM 
he  was  desirotu  to  pofsae;  but  his  cbeenrations 
were  not  heard  at  the  reporter's  deak. 

The  motion  to  saspend  the  mlea  wan  then  nega- 
tived. 

RETRENCHMBNT. 

Oji  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAYB  JOHNfiK^,  the 
Select  Committee  on  Retrendimant,  appointed  on 
the  3d  day  of  February  last,  was  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  wimesses 
on  oath. 

THE  WAREHOUSINa  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  'aubmitled  a  resohttiMi 
to  make  bill  No.  730  (being  a  bill  making  pro? i- 
sion  for  the  warehousing  of  imported  goods)  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday,  the  9lst  Instaat^ 

Mr.  HOPKINS  ohie«ted,  and  sakl  he  hoped  they 
would  have  no  more  special  orders  during  thia 
session. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  moved  a  Emtpension  of 
the  rules;  but  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

BILL  No.  548. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inqnired  what  the  order  of  the 
dav  was. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  Honae  bill  No.  548. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Honse  resolve 
iUelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union.  The  motion  was  •gtttd  to,  and  Mr. 
UxDERwooD  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  9ioTed  that  the  eommitlea  pro- 
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eeed  vitMM  foiuidenUDn  ol  ihe  UU  on  wU<A  tke 
cc«Mrffo8WMTe«Brd»r»«»Bed-  ^  .       , 

TH  raotioii  WW  «gt=«d  «>i  •"*  "«  •menonMBt 
oftUu  EeDilemu  from  0^0  IM*.  WiLUw]  offered 
j£iMd«y,to«dD<«tlx-per  diem  of  StDKun  fion 

A6  to  tS     WBB  ILtV<"Bd. 

'nie(oU'^''°B  aiaendmentofaiiotbergeBllemBiL 
ttoftf*'"  !"'■  Hiwi»«]  "«•  offered  jeaierdaj: 
AfilsDutilt  lAvilH  wwd  "Mwmbtod"  ki lia  wcond  UMi 

■Iw,  00  ths  Kb  d(]i  of  DM>aib«t  Iw,  tod  tiMK<Riri>ud,  aub 
nMDibv  of  [ha  Haug  al  KapwnuilTn  UM  Broiia  (f  itaa 
Valtad  Hiaui  iball  laealTa,  duriinihaiialona  afCoosn*, 
ttx  dallara  t  dtj,  uid  Ibgi  doUan  tbr  aiarj  twaalj  milia 
uaTal  bf  ibe  yiiul  rouw  lotodlhiinlhaaMtofOaninRianu 
And  thu  aach  mambsr  of  faUin  Coqntaata,  on  Miag  Uh 
aaUi  u  lupron  ihaContRuihin  of  ttaa  rolud  auu^  do,  M  ibg 
Mm*  tlno,  pladgo  Ua  honoi,  in  piaMoea  of  Uw  Heoae  or 
flmua,  (to  wUcbavM  lit  mi)p  baloofr)  ibit  h*  Kill  autcUf 
«oiifliM  ttaa  IVanklM  piMlaga  la  Ua  om  panoD  lo  IbB  a»T- 
•IwofhltanaUldnoat  bolnv^ — *  '"'"  '"""  "" — '-^  '"" 

StogMnc  BTarr  bifimnailoo  i 
all  edm  nauei  in  Ua  capac 


aball  hare  ons  dollu  a  moothaddad  laib^pnvot  paj. 

Jnd  lull fttnktr enacuti,  Tlial  all  lam  or  nita  of  laiia 
canlHciliig  wlitiitiiaaab^aodilMaamaanhanbTi  rapaalad. 

lliii  ameodmeiit  ww  aUo  oegaliTed. 

Mt.  T.  W.  WILUAMS offored  ■  s&betilDlofoi 
all  thai  poriioo  of  ihe  biJI  r«]atitig  lo  ibe  paj  and 
mileaie  of  nemberB  of  CJongresfi  proTiding  for  a 
rednelion  of  milean,  and  a  oonpalatiou  of  di>- 
Uutee  acMndiog  ro  ihe  Poet  OKea  bocka. 

Tlie  amendaiaot  was  KJecKd — tjta  31,  noes  not 
ooanicd. 

no  second  section  was  then  read.  It  relaies 
10  the  pay  aitd  mileage  of  tb*  memben  of  the 
HooM  of  BepreaMitati*«t. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offend  the  mme  amendment 
which  waa  adopted  on  jesierdaj  in  lelation  la  (be 
mileage  of  Seoaton,  pTortdiog  that  no  member 
fiball  leccive  a  greater  afgregaie  of  raileage  than 
|300  at  each  eenion  of  Gmgresk 

Hr.  ABNOLD  rose  lo  a  point  of  order.  Ho 
k  M  the  amendment  of  the 


th»  pioptwition  would  Buke  A*  Kciion  incongm- 
om,  and  wu,  iberefore,  inadmissiblp. 

The  CB&IB  remarked  thai  it  was  tme  Ibat  the 
proposition  woold  make  ibe  bill  incouisient  in  iu 
prorUloui  bnt  it  wai  not  for  ihe  Chair  to  judge  in 
each  a  matter.    It  remained  with  tbe '" 


Tail«n  (UeMi.  Pon  and  A.  V. 
nppointed,  and  reported  i^m  58,  noei  6S. 

So  Ibe  amendmeat  of  Hr.  Hillobt  waa  re- 
jected. 

[nte  effect  of  tbia  TOle  ia  to  limit  the  mileage  of 
Senator!  to  $300  a  aeanon,  whiltt  ihai  of  membcra 
of  Ihe  Honae  remaint  nnrcetrieted.] 

The  ameDdmeni  of  ilie  select  committee,  rcda- 
cing  the  anieafe  to  |6  for  eTery  30  miles  Intel, 
waa  adopted.  AIbo,  ibe  next  nmendmeiii,  piohib- 
iling  an;  meoibet  from  recaiviog  pay  wben  ab- 
BcDt  from  Ihe  House,  noleas  such  aMenoe  be  eerii- 
Ged  to  be  occasioned  "bjr  aioknees  of  himself  or 
familr,  or  br  leave  of  Ihe  Hoiue." 

Hr.  McKOHNAN  offered  ihe  following  amend- 
ment, to  be  ioKned  in  lien  of  ih«  Sd  aeelion.  He 
aaid  ihni,  if  it  sbonld  be  adopted.  Ihe  flial  aeelion 
mifAt  be  aimilarlr  amended  qt  stricken  onit 

BbikaOBiUH  aacond  aactipn,  and  baait  (Itar  [ba  aoaetlni 
dauaa  utlha  Mil: 

ad,  by 


par  10  wUobbaiaHiililod  u  a  Sanaur  for  nor  du  ha  Aall 
anand  iba  8*m1«i  and  ihe  Bpaakar  of  clia  Homa  ofEepnpp^ 
■dtM  dull  nsalTa  double  UK  dallj  pay  to  whicb  ba  la  antlilad 
aaBapiaaauatlrafciTaTBiTdajba  diall  aiuod  iba  Houaa: 
iVavMM,  nu  tt  oli^l  >»  »•  (■"'J  of  oKb  amalOT  aad  n*pr» 
aaoWlTa,  and  IMoftfa,  bafbn  hia  ■uxnnu  la  aMiled  and  cartl- 
fladiloitaiaibaniiinbarofdaTababaabeaa  admllT  iDauand- 
aoealDdMBaiaieoc  thaHoui^andalaoiba  aumbtr  of  da;* 
ba  baabau  abaeMiaadwbaikaiiaidabMiuhaabaM  o«loc 
lorickmaotoibnwiaa;  sad,  nnlaaa  laefa  abnoco  ahall  biTe 
beao  usiad  bj  alcknaaa  of  htOMlfer  Ibnllr,  (v  br  Imts  of  ihe 
Benaia  or  Booaa,  Ui  dallT  0*7  for  iha  time  ahan  he  vru  tbna 
abaeoi  wUboot  cauaa  ihtLlI  b*  deduciad  Iron  hla  acconnL 

Mr.  FILLHORB  enggeaied  a  madificatlon.  Be 
Iboaghl  Uiat  (be  end  of  Sve  monibs  dtanld  be  fixed 
as  the  period  for  the  commencement  of  the  ledoc- 
tioD  of  Ihe  per  diem. 

Mr.  HekSHNAIf  nceepted  the  modiaontioB. 
^te  amendment  was,  b;  hii  direction,  so  altered 
as'to  make  tbe  fitxl  radneiion  of  pn;  at  the  end  of 
Htc  motttha,  and  the  second  rednelion  at  tlie  end  of 


Hr.  COVnUf  cd^red  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  legnlniing  Uie  manner  of  oompniing 
mileage,  bnt  snbseqnentljr  withdrew  it. 

Hr.  OILHER  oSored  an  nmettdoMni,  the  effect 
of  which  woold  be  to  fix  Ibe  par  of  membeis  at  M 
per  dajr  afler  tbe  fiiai  five  monihs  of  any  seeaion. 
The  nmendment  was  hxt— nyaa  M,  noea  S6. 

Hr.  SLIDB  offered  nn  amendnieni,  to  make  Ae 
per  diem  of  members  of  Congreea  ei^t  dollara  for 
the  finl  Are  monibs  of  ibe  seseion,  and  after  that 
fi*e  dollars.    Rejeeied — ^es  30,  noeo  not  eoiulod. 

Hr.  J.  C.  GLASK  offered  an  amendment  to  ibe 
amendment,  to  insert  in  the  Bih  line  of  the  Sd  see- 
lion,  the  words  "anless  lie  shall  bare  inrelled  Ibe 
entire  distance  for  which  sncb  mileage  Is  clnimed," 
BO  as  10  make  the  claase  read:  PrtiMtd,  That  no 
Senator,  Represntnii're,  or  Delegate,  shall  be  al- 
lowed (or  mileage  a  snm  exceeding  six  dollars  per 
dajr  from  ihe  end  of  one  session  to  Ibe  time  of 
bis  laUng  bis  seat  at  tbe  next  sesrion,  anlem  be 
dinll  bare  travelled  ibe  entire  distance  for  which 
niob  nilenge  is  claimed." 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  onesiion  on  the  amendment  of  Hr.  HcKui- 
HW,  as  amended,  waa  than  pf  t,  and  ihe  vote  n- 
•nllad  Id  njea  88,  noea  30. 

No  qooram  Toting,  another  eonnt  was  taken,  re- 
snliing  in  ayes  94,  noes  30- 

So  the  nnandmeni  a>  amended  was  agreed  lo. 

Hr.  HcKBNNAN  iben  moved  to  Etribe  ont  the 
fltit  and  second  aections,  in  order  to  make  the  bill 
correspond  with  the  ameodment. 

Hr.  G.  DAVIS  moTod  to  atrike  ont  tbe  word 
"foor,"  and  iB*eri  "six,"  in  the  Mcond  sectloBi 
but   the  Chair  decided  that  it  was  nol  in  order. 

Hr.  J.  C.  CLARE  moved  to  amend  the  amend* 
meat  of  ibe  committee,  in  ihe  7ih  line  of  the  sixth 
section,  bj  inserting  after  the  words  "one  tbon- 
sand,"  Uw  words  "two  bandied  and  flfir;"  so  aa  to 
confine  tbe  redaction  to  sniariea  above  (1,950.  Ro- 
jeeted — ayea  50,  noes  not'connled- 

Ur.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  an  amendment  to  ibe 
same  seclion,  in  the  34ih  line,  conioinK  ihe  ledne- 
■    "         f  Ihe 
«  pay  and  ei 
1^,000:  rejected. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  offered  an  amendmeni,  cod< 
fining  the  redaction  of  liie  pay  of  offieeia  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  those  whose  pay  and  emolaments 
eieeed  $1,500:  rejeeied. 

Hr.  PILLHORE  moved  to  amend  tbe  pioviso 
of  the  fifth  Bseiion,  by  striking  ont  the  following 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  HOORE  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  Bfctioo, 
BO  as  to  mafae  ibe  3D  per  cent,  redaction  apply  to 
ialariea  of  43,000. 

The  ameodment  was  rejeeied. 

Mr.  CHAS.  BROWN  anbmilled  an  amendmrot 
to  change  ihe  scale  of  redacUoo,  bat  in  what  pre- 
cise way  was  not  heard. 

Tbe  amendment  was  not  afreed  to. 

Other  not  very  maierini  amendment*  were  snb- 
mltied  by  Uerars.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  J.  P.  KBN- 
NEDY,  FILLHORE,  3.  R.  INQERSOLL,  WM. 
0.  BUTLER,  CHAS.  BROWN,  and  others. 

Hr.  HeKBOH  offered  u  amendment,  suiking 


ootihedaaHby  wbieb  ibe  dipUanntie  corps  scrv- 
lug  abroad  were  exeepied  fiom  lbs  opantion  d 
the  reduction:  rejeeied. 

Vwbal  amendueota  were  offered  by  Hon. 
ABNOLD  and  FILLHORB,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  HEBIWETHBB  moved  lo  inaert  a  ptovi. 
so,  preventing  all  officers  who  shall  be  "waithig 
orderv,"  or  "on  leave,"  from  being  exeepied  Uom 
tbe  operation  of  tbe  rednetion:  rejacled. 

Hr.  HeEENNAN  moved  that  the  words  "two 
hiutdred  dollars"  be  inserted  after  Ihe  words  "one 
lboasaDd,"in  the  danse  limiting  tbe  opention  of 
rednelion,  so  as  to  canse  no  redaction  lo  take  place 
unless  npon  salatiea  of  |l,aOO  and  opwaids,  in. 
atead  of  |1,00D,  aa  at  preeeni  provided  for:  reject- 
ed. 

Hr.  CHAS.  BBOWN  oflloed  nn  amendment, 
Ibe  effect  of  which  wonid  be  to  rednce  the  pay  of 
middiipmen  in  Iba  navy  and  c^ets  at  tbe  MilitafT 
Academy  30  per  cenL  By  ibe  biU,  as  it  now 
stands,  their  pay  will  not  be  affected.    The  amend- 


Ur.   Ht^DENNAN   offered    an   i 
fwbich  was  subsequently  wiihdnwn,)  providing 
that  officers  whoae  salaries  exceed  (6,000  dudl  be 


move,  when  ihe  committee  rose,  to 
Ihe  amendment  by  whieh  tbe  mileage  was  redneed 
to  (4  for  every  twenty  miles.  Be  widied  the  mile. 
age  fixed  at  ftO  for  every  larenly  mile& 

Hr.  OWIH  inqaired  if  it  was  in  order  to  offer 
a  aobetiinte  for  the  whole  bill. 

The  CHAIR.    Not  now. 

Hr.  GILHBR  offered  an  amendment,  ihe  .af- 
reet of  vhi^  is  to  abollA  tbe  offlera  of  rceocder 
and  eolioltorof  Ihe  Oeneral  Land  oace,nndto 
provide  that  the  dnties  now  performed  by  tbose 
offloers  ^ali  be  performed  by  the  CommiasioHC  o( 
tbe  Oeneral  Land  Office,  and  snch  of  hia  ekfka  m 
be  may  assign.        • 

Hr.  FIU.HORB  snggested  that  a  bill  bad  al- 
ready been  passed,  which  assigned  other  dntiea 
(those  now  perfonned  by  the  Preaident's  private 
secretary)  lo  tbe  recorder  of  ibe  Land  Office. 

Ur.  QILUER  said  tbeia  was  no  probability 
that  snch  a  bill  woald  pass  Ihe  Senate. 

Tbe  amendment  was  then  adopted— ajaa  7S, 


■  Hr.  UALLORT  offered  an  * 
Tiding  that  no  portion  of  iba  bill  shall  have  itae  ef* 
feci  of  redndng  the  salary  of  any  oBlBar  of  a 
higher  rank  and  af  a  longer  standing,  bdow  that 
of  bis  jnnlor  of  lower  rank  and  of  a  more  receoi 
date:  rrjeelrd. 

Hr.  MERIWETHER  again  aiiempied,  in  vain, 
lo  have  adopted  a  provision  excepting  officen  on 
leave,  and  wailing  orderv,  from  tbe  exemption 
from  Ihe  reduction  which  is  mode  to  apply  lo  all 
whose  pay  is  aboTe(l,000. 

Ur.  J.  C.  CLARE  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
vidiog  tlksl  all  officers  whose  salariea  are  between 
|1,000  and  |3,000,  shall  be  ledaced  ten  per  tKaH 
and  all  above  (3,000,  twenty  per  eent.i  leieOed. 

The  qntstion  then  recurred  on  tlie  Sth  section 
of  the  bill  as  amcaded,  and  Ibe  same  was  adopted. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  offered  tbe  following 
amendment  lo  ihe  bill,  lo  be  inserted  as  nn  nddi- 

■Sefl^IAamoaMdilliMtlieaniijtndnanba  ndacad: 
lb«  atmr  br  conpuilaa,  accoidliic  W  duas  >^  oMeai  flia^  dan 
badtacliaif«d,UIIHbaTWIgcadu  AnrraflDma.     TiM  <A- 


__ _.,_ .jaonaaiaMloDaE 

ranmeiiiB.    Tba  asTr  abill  ba  raducad 

and  offlesA  according  u  dale  of  aarilM 

roMoDK  (ill Ibaia aball  laiBafnln  Uiaaarrka  oolrrix  v 

ofmc,  wtibtbaraqaMlaaonbar  ofmen  aadoAMnlo  asa 

UHMmtiBodli^lbaihadDVof'baBaeraiBrT   of  cha  Kafr 

loukeihaDaCMaarrMapaiopnt  ihareaMl*  ao  lUacbarfad  In 

(bebcatpcaaarnthMpoa*lbla,udaidia  leaMaxpanM." 

Mr.  READ  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnestioa 
on  Ihe  amendment. 
Tbe  first  pari,  relating  to  tbe  army,  wns  rejected. 
The  second  part,  relating  to  the   navy,  was  alM 


"militating  against,"  and  insert  "coolieiing  wiih," 
in  Ihe  lepealiog  claase  of  the  billi  so  aa  to  mam 
itnad  "all  aeu  and  parts  of  acis  conflicting  with 
this  act  am  hereby  repealed."    Agnti  U>. 


CONGRESSIONAI,  GLOBE, 


^»$ 


Mr.  CLIFFORD  offered  an  amGndmeat,  ibe  ef- 
feel  of  wbicu,  if  adopted,  ivoutd  bafebeen  lo  abol- 
ishlihe  Uililarf  Academy  ai  West  Foiui  aller  tbe 
In  of  Sep1einb«r  Dezi.     Rejected. 

Mr.  McKENNAJSiDored  lo  sirike  out  ihe  firti 
MOioD  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  it  eoirespand  wiib 
Ibe  ancDdnieDtB  ihat  had  been  adopted:  agreed  to 
wiihonl  a  dlTision. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virgmia  ioqnited  whether  the 
bill,  aa  il  stood, applied  to  tbe  officers  of  the  House 
and  Iba  public  groucds,  aa  it  nai  doubted  b;  some 
whether  the;  were  included  in  ibe  designalion'  of 
'^tffieen  of  the  QaTemmfm." 

["Cenainlyi  cenainly;"  answered  by  several.] 

Mr.  GWIN  then  olTeied  tiis  subslilale,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

A  BILL  10  mioQch  lbs  erpuitiiiirM  of  lbs  GoTemmMi  of  ibi 

El  il  enaeud  liw  the  Small  aad  i 
titttaflht  UtuudSlaUiif  Avtrriasi 
Th«^  Irom  and  >nsr  iho  sBui  d»7  of  J 


dnadiu  pirlBd,  Bhill  ba  ndu 
tbtDUBnt:  Prortittd.  Thii,  in 
HDOlDmniUof  ■Dyami:e  blie  b 
Mvch,  IFt^  ibu  4c:  obalt  nut  be 


'hue  of  Repri4B7ita- 
'Cvngrett  attemitid, 

lib  dty  nfHirch.Cln- 


r.an'f 


0.3.  Alul  »s  il/ii'llLi 


laelid.  That,  from  ind  ansrihi 
■  tmoli.niaiii«of.Y(rjofBc( 

.nrMui:li.ia£,  ihall'lMis. 

cird,  Tlml  noofBcei  iiiid>-i 


Uaiud  Sikl 
farllier  enacltd,  Ttuc,nhEnerarihi 


•Ird,  Thai 


Ml.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
atnendneat  of  Hr.  Qwiit,  by  airiklDg  oat  all  after 
the  eaieting  claase,  and  inserting  Ibe  following: 
Tlulfnim  and  altar  Iha  30ib  of  June  neil,  Ihera  ihall  be 
)i  payor oom- 


ol  JaniBi7, 1835,  ah 


TlM  I:  atiatt  no:  hetMllM  ba  lawfu]  id  allow  to  *aj  oSoar 

dend Iba UnllcdBuui,  of  nhaievei  kind  or  natoro  ilmajba. 

Tbe  qnesllon  being  laken  on  Ur.  Give  Joas- 
•oa^  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Hi.  MEDILL  moved  to  amend  Ibe  amendment 
of  fiii.  QwiK,  by  sitiking  out  all  after  the  enact- 
tag  elansc,  and  iuseriing  ibe  t'ollowing: 
TbiL  fcom  sid  afiEi  iba  4didiT  al  March,  A,  D.  1M3,  cb*  par 

RepnaiDuilniH,  arLil«fllegai«  in  Coniiw^  and  of  all  ufflun,' 
oruhai  nnaoaelscledoraupiilDuil  bj'.oiin  an>  nyaerving 
m  ahlMrlmDch  Ibareof,  Bhall  be,  uid  ihe  ume  m  beietiy,  li- 
duud  aoe  found,  or  iwemj.fiTC  per  ctninm  on  iho  amounl 
DOW  auibnrliad  lixt  r«eiTed{  ami  Iba  mllaaie  of  SenBioiB, 
BtpnaanuUToa,  and  Uslogiiea,  ihall  ba  radocxa  uno-biuiib  for 
dHbratbiabllDdiait  igillo,  onchalf  furtiiu  itund  tic  hua- 
diid  oiilM,  and  Ihige-founha  fur  any  dlalanca  dial  Uicy  mai 
ba  rtqnind  u>  liaial  averona  IhouagiidtnilM. 

Su.  3  indbt  UfitTlKerauiBltd,Tbu.,  from  itiA  tlut  tht 
—'  'ibilayofMuob,  A.  D,  1613,  itan  aalary,  pay,  faaa,  emolu' 


proKOsd  ij  (he  ConKiiuiion.)  ibilt  Da,  and  the  same  are 
btraby,  alcend  and  redured  fron  ibaL  now  pmcribad  and  fired 
by]aw,a«Wtow.;ihaiitioiay;  Whara  iha talaiy,  pay, fcai, 
eoDlaouDIa,  peiquiallM,  or  other  rompenulion  of  any  on*  in- 
dlrtdia]  now  amount  UDI  acaed  ihrea  ihouaand  doniia  i:er 
■Bom,  Ilia  aaiD*  ahull  bl  ndueed  Iblily  per  cratgni  on  iho 
pnaoK utooni;  «baralbaHliry,pay,  leea,  amoluiiteBIa, par 
^pdallaa,  or  other  compenaaiiofl  of  any  ana  Indiiidual  nuw 
amoDDt  to  anaan  hundred  dollan.  anil  ara  leu  iban  (hrea 
tbouanddoUanperannqDif  tbedmasbaJI  tw  ndueed  twenty 
pwMSMinoiilhapiMHUUMani;  and  whan  llwBUry,  pay. 


t«  Ihantifmen  huoilrsd  dullan 


8flO-1'  Andbt  it  farlfar  tnaelad,  That  all  lam^attd  pane 
of  liwa.  loconilnaDI  wlih  ihli  act,  ba,  and  Iba  aams  an  hanby, 

Tbe  qtieaiiou  «aalbeit  taken  oo  Hr.  Muiill's 
amendment;  aad  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HUNT  iben  offered  bis  aobsiitate,  which 
WIS  copied  into  yesterday's  pracedinga  aa  aa 
amettdmenl  lo  the  amendmeol  of  -Mr.  Qwih;  hat, 
on  lakidK  ibe  qoeaiion,  il  was  negalived. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.of  ConDecltcni  Ihen  offered,  ai 
an  ameDdmeni  to  the  amendmeDtof  Hr.  Owin,  a 
proviso,  that  ihe  mileagfl  of  membera  of  Coagrees 
sball  be  eslimaled  b;  the  shortest  mail  ronie,  or 
according  to  the  Post  Office  boohof  diiia>ice)i,  from 
the  places  of  their  residence  lo  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
menij  bui  lbs  amendmenl  was  lejected. 

The  question  was  Ibeo  laken  on  Mr.  QwinY 
amendaienijand  it  wai  also  rejected. 

lUr.  ARNOLD  moved  ibai  the  conuniitee  riae, 
and  reporlibe  bill. 

IUt.  B0TT8  moved  to  Birilce  am  ihe  eoaciing 

Hr.  ARNOLD  insisted  apon  bis  motion,  and 
that  the  |!  ^ileman  from  Tii^oia  had  noi  ibe  floor 
to  make  bis  motion. 

Mr.  B0TT8  said  thai  he  woald  nol  inrisl  on 
hii  cnoiion;  bat  would  move  to  amend  tbe  motitia 
of  Ihe  R^nileman  from  Tennessee,  so  as  to  read  that 
Ibe  eommittfe  rise,  and  lepoil  the  bill  lo  the  House, 
with  a  rrcommendaiion  ihat  it  do  not  pass. 

Ur.  WILLIAMS  of  Cooneciicnt  Iben  renewed 
bis  amendment  as  lo  Ihe  mode  of  compnimg 
the  mileage  of  membera  of  Congress,  as  an  original 
amendment.     It  was  read  as  follows: 

Kjtol^'dili'cai.fromViMlof  Ouvernmanl   'o  lha|».lo7 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL  moved  lo  amend  the 

amendmenl,  so  aa  lo  make  ihe  same  mode  of  tom- 
puliug  mileage  apply  to  all  persoiu  receiving  mile- 
age from'ihe  Qoiemment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Conneeticnl  accepted  tbe 
amendmenl  as  a  modification  of  that  offered  by 
him;  and  tbe  amendment  was  adopted. 

Ur.  ARNOLD  asked  how  the  Chair  had  goi  rid 
of  hii  molion  that  Ihe  commillee  rise] 

The  CHAIR  said  that  il  had  been  superseded 
by  amendments  snbsequenily  offered. 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  to  amend,  by  striking 
oat  thai  part  which  related  to  the  compensaiion  of 
members,  and  inserting  a  snbstilule  wbii^h  he  bad 
piepaied,  which  vrs  understood,  in  effect,  lo  be  a 
jeciion  to  repeal  all  lawaon  the  subject  of  eompen- 
EBlion,  leaving  the  next  Congress  lo  fii  the  Bum 
for  ibemselves. 

The  amendmsnl  was  not  adopted. 

Hi.  B0TT3  then  mnved  to  amend  (he  molion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Abhold,] 
that  ibe  commillee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
House,  by  the  addiiion  gf  inairaclioDS  that  Ihe  bill 
be  rejected. 

Tellers  were  then  callid  for,  and  Hr.  M.  A. 
CooFia  and  Mr.  Houston  were  appoiuledi  atid 
ihey  reported  3S  in  the  affirmative)  the  n^alive 
was  not  taken. 

The  ajziendment  was  not  adoptrd. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  was  desirous  lo  see  how 
many  members  eipecled  lo  come  back  lo  Ihe  ntii 
CoBniass. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  inqaired  if  Ihe  3B  gentlemea 
eiprcied  10  erne  backl 

Mr.  BOTTS  aias  nnderatood  1«  say  that  be  sup- 
posed they  did. 

Tbe  commillee  then  rose  and  reporied  the  bill  to 
Ihe  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  an  amend- 
menl of  Qte  commillee,  b]r  ^banging  ihe  compusa- 


'  .      ,     '  '  ■  I  j'4>a  pnblie 

lion  for  mUeage  from  f4  lo  |6;  and  i  lo  the  as- 
moved  Ihe  pieviooa  qnealioo,  so  thai  e^  argncd  in 
iui|ht  pet  to  other  btuincsa.  mind  had 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  Ibal  was  In  oidba  partly 
Tbe  SPE&KBR  (afflidai  tnnch confnsioa.Ii «u 
nndersiood  to  say  it  was.  >ial  a 

Mr.SHrrHof  Virginia  asked  Kit  wunot'ti  to 
order  Id  move  to  prinMhebill,  «iihair>*b«g,ead-  ' 

The  SPEAKER  said  tt  eonld  only  be  done  by 
general  eonaenl. 

Mr.  CDSHINO  moved  ibai  ihe  bill  be  laid  an 
Ihe  table,  and  on  Ihat  he  called  for  Uia  yau  and 
naya. 

Ur.  SMITH  again  inquired  if  then  wna  no  way 
■■'  ■  '■    ■'    "llandall  tisanMait- 


mighl  1 


by  which  dtey  could  gat  the  bill 

minta  printed,  so  Ihai  the   Hoosa 
whai  it  was.    [Ciiee  of  "No,  no."] 

Tbe  SPEAKBu  replied,  ihat  il  could  only  ba 
done  by  ganeral  eoasent. 

Hr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  aigsd  tbe  neeeaailr  of 
printing  the  bill  and  its  anendments,  that  ihej 
might  acl  anderslandbgly. 

Ihe  SPEAKER  said,  if  Ibemolioa  to  lay  the 
bill  on  Ibe  table  shoald  be  rejected,  Ibe  bill  might 
be  postponed  and  printed  by  a  vole  oflbe  House. 

The  yeas  and  tuys  want  then  oni«i«d  and  lakan 
on  the  moiioa  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  il 
was  rejecied— yeas  43,  nays  167,  as  follows: 

TSAS-Heant.  Landiff  W.  Andnwi,  Banaii  nanoa, 
Black,  Botu,  BowDS,  Bnmmi,  William  BaUar,  Jobn  Canp. 
bell,  Clinton,  Mart  A,  Cooper,  CiauHon,  Croii,  CnihlDS,  Ft*. 
Mnden,  dowsid,  Hvnl,  WTW.  Inrln,  John  pT^ennadyTUoe, 
Lomall,  Robert  McCiollan,  TboaiM  F.  Manhall,  OiiTor,  Piwcs, 
Flckena,  Alaiandei  BandalL  nindolpb,  Saluuwall,  Alannd 
H.  U.  Siuan,  Taliaferro,  ^.  W.Tbompwin,  TlllinihattT 
land.  Van  Buren,  Ward,XdwBrilU.  While,  iuaeph  iTWhlt 
Wintbmp,  Wtae,  Wood,  and  John  Vnnng— 42. 

NAYa— Mama.  Adanus  AUlo,  i.i.  AndiawL  Aimd^Anlic. 
ion,  AiliatloD,  Babcock,  Bakrr,  Beeaon,  Bidlack,  Birdwa, 
Blair,  Baardman.  Brewaiei,  itilga,  Btoekway,  Aaron  \. 
Brown,  Hilton  Brown,  Cbarlea  ^own,  Jeramlah  Browi 
Burka.  Wm.  O.  Builer,  Qraeu  W.  Caldwell,  CalboBP,  Wl 
liam  B.  Campbell,  Tbomaa  J.  Campbell,  Canibara,  Caae] 
Chnptnan,  Cbllda,  Chiuenden.  I.  C.  Clark,  Bialay  K.  ClBiti 
Clidbrd,  Cale%  Cowan,  Cnvau,  Cnwfoid,  Darnal.  Oairei 
Oatla,  Rlchara  D,  Davii,  Daaa,  Dabury,  Doif,  Baauaar,, 
John  C,  Bdwarda,  Eabari,  Eiarau,  Ferrla,Fillawra,JobB  O. 
Floyd,  Chailaa  A.  Fluyi),  Pornanca,  A.  L.  Foairr,  Gamble, 
Oaiea,  Geary,  Oanr.Gllii —  " — ^  "  "  " — '-  ''"'" — "^ 


Gooda.  Gordon, 


slel^  Uarrla,  HaKinnHan  Hanry.aolmeLHopkiiM.tlaiKk, 
IIou»]D,llubanl,irndaon,  Hunter,  ClurlnXlnferiwIUoaeph 
R.  logarHill,  Jama*  Irvin,,  Jack,  liave  Jotanaon,  Jahn  W. 
Joiiea,  laaac  D.  Jonea,  Eelm,  Andraw  Kennedy,  Kjnf,  r 
Unn,  Lilllefleld.  Abraliam  HcClallan,  McKay,  McKl 
McKaon,  Hallury,  Marcbud,  Alfrad  MarahalLHaimoti  kaaoa, 
Jjbo.  TbomaMi  Haaon,  Hatbint,  Hatbewa,  Mauotka,  Max- 
wall,  Jaaynard,lladUI,llatlwaihar.Mii(tiall,  UDon.Mai|ao, 
Motii«,  Morrow,  Newhanl,  Oaburnp,  Owalay,  FnrnaniaT, 
Fuirlrlfe,  Pandkltifl,  PIODMT.Popf,  Powall,  Kamaay,  Baa- 
jamin  Handali.  Raynar,  Radin;,  Rencli.  i,  Hayiratda,  Udc- 
way,  Oodnay  nogan,  Roaaaiaii,  Williani  Hiuaoll,  Jamea  H. 
RtiHell,^fnr<l,  OauHlan,  Bcwal),  Hhcnperd,  Bhtaldi,  «ad^ 
Truman  Smilli,  Boyder,  Bprlff,  Suenind,  Bukaly,  BUanon, 
John  T.  Higan,  Hummera,  Swanay,  Jacob  Thomngon,  Trip. 
laii.  Trmii.  Trumbull,  Turnay,  tJnderwDOd,  Van  ttamaalaar, 
Wallace,  Warren,  Wiiabinniffl. -Watlar,  Wanbrook,  Tbomaa 
W.  WiUiaoK  Cbnata^KcU.  Willlami,  Joaaph  L.  Willlua, 
Yocka,  anJ  Auguaim  toung— 167. 

The  question  then  reenrred  on  sccoDding  tha 
demand  for  the  previous  qaesiion,  and  there  was  a 
second.  The  main  qneition  was  ordered  lo  be 
pnt,  and  the  qneation  was  Ihen  taken  on  the 
amendaaeai  of  Hi.  Pilluobs,  by  jtm  a&d  naya,  •■ 
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«x:s 


'  80  tk*  HoBEC  refiised 


^•■wlid.   W-(l..    ,,_ 

t,.  WiUiMm  Wlmhnp,  Wai^  ml 

adopt  ibe    kmead' 


Tbe  UDMidmaaU  ol  Um  Comninea  of  iba  Whole 
were  thra  tttd  tbronih,  (btiog  ike  whole  bill.) 

Mr.  McKKNNAN  wggctied  ■  T«ibml  tmesd- 
aieat.  He  mcTcd  to  sirike  oat  ihe  sorplni  wordi, 
"bj  the  nsnal  rente,"  in  the  eliiue  relaiing  (0 
wileag^  Buee  Uwi  elanie  now  pnwHM  ibu  ibe 
mtcaeabhoald  b«  aorapnled  ucordiaB  10  the  poN 

KHlKl. 

ObjratioQ  was  auda,  uid  Ihe  moiion  wu  not  ei- 
icnaJAcd- 

Hr.  TDRNSy  inqnired  what  voald  be  the 
<Aeei  of  iriwtUig  Ihe  aiMadmiala  of  the  Commil- 
Ice  or  Ibe  Wfaok. 

The  SPK&KER  uid  it  would  thiow  Ihe  House 
tack  npoB  the  orifuaal  bill  before  it  wu  sent  10 
(be  ConmiUee  of  ihe  Whole. 

The  BmeDdaienis  Were  then  eonenrred  In,  wilh- 


Hi.  BRIOOa  mored  a  leeotuideraijon  of  ibe 
Tela  urdeiiag  the  bill  10  its  eogroiuienL  Thi« 
■MKioB,  nndM  Ike  opvatioa  of  Ibe  prerioni  qoea- 
lion,  wa«  rejected. 

The  BPUKKBR.  When  aball  the  bjU  bare  iu 
lUrdreadiBgl 

Manj  ■kemben.    *'Now." 

He.  SMITH  of  Tirrinia  objected  to  ibe  third 
teadiag  of  Oie  bill  at  ihii  time,  and  moved  tbai  it 
be  pnnied,  ia  order  to  enable  numbers  to  lee  whai 
they  were  Toiisg  on. 

Hr.  PILLHORB  eipiened  a  ibrong  desire  lo 
Itave  the  bill  now  diqKwd  of. 

Objreiion  being  aiill  made,  tm  Ibe  gmad  il»l 
die  bill  wu  Boi  acloall;  engrMied— 

tir.  FILLMORE  iuggesied  ihu  la  o'clcck  lo- 
moirow  be  appoin'rd  for  i's  third  reiding,  and  ihal 
li  be  prinird  in  ihe  mean  lime. 

Hr.  BRIG03  moTed  a  sutptiuion  of  the  mlaa. 
Id  order  to  have  the  bill  pat  on  iu  third  reading  at 
Ihisiimr. 

Hi.  smith  ol  Virginia  aiked  for  the  jeas  aad 
nijs  OB  Ihe  molioQ  to  nspend;  bat  tha  Honat,  bf 
a  *oie  of  S4  yeae  to  133  hkyt,  (not  one>Dfib,)  re- 
fBMd  to  order  Aem. 

TcJItra  were  appointed,  (Mnnt.  Lam  and  W. 
W.  Ibwik,)  who  reported  ayea  138,  noe*  it. 

So  the  niles  were  nimended,  with  a  new  lo  pot 
the  bill  on  iia  third  reading  at  thia  line. 

Hr.  JOHN  CAHPBELL  row  to  a  qaeation  of 
order.  Tbe  Howe  had  awpended  iberaleeeou 
la  allow  ibe  qneitiou  lo  ke  pnt,  wfaetlier.the  bill 
Rbanld  now  be  read  ibe  third  tiaie;  bnl  did  not 
decide  thai  the  bill  shonld  be  read  the  ibird  line. 

Tbe  BPBAKBR  Hid  the  rule  was  nupeiided  for 
Ab  parpose  of  reading  ibe  biH  tbe  third  time  Ibis 
da;;  that  mle  dectailog  thai  no  bill  Bhail  be  read 
the  third  Hme  oh  the  ume  da;  thai  iu  engroa*- 
mant  ia  ordered. 

Tbe  bill  wai  then  read  tbe  third  tine;  and,  under 
the  Dperaiion  of  the prflTiona  qnestion,  waa  p imt  i — 
yeas  166,  na;*  iS,  a*  followat 


kU,  BMir«d,  Suulan.  eemll,  Bhippcid,  Stueldi,  8l*dg, 
aajdar,  epf<U.  Huolr,  aManxl,  Sioksl;.  Siiuu  n,  JotinT. 
BtDUl,  BDiom<n,SDiDi«r,  6yirncj,luob  Ttiampufl,  Triplell, 
Trual,  Trumluill,  Tuiasj,  UiMJarinqoil,  Vin  Biuen,  Vm  1Uii»- 
Hto«,  Wkllue,  Wutita,  WuHinguw,  Wellir,  WeMbiook, 
llunui  W.  Wjilkmi.  Jiwpb  L.  WHJluni,  Soiki,  iDd  Au- 
fMUByMiga— IU. 

NaTB— MaKn.  AilUDi,  Landiff  W.  Aodnwi,  Arertgg, 
BhuuiL  Buuo,  BiidHjTB,  BJuck.  Daiu,  Baitnis  WiUura 
Builtr,  John  CiiDpbelJ,  CIlnioD,  Colquiu,  l^niuUHi,  Cnw, 
Briiml,  Ptrru,  FEiHndaii,  Uiiiud,  UoHud,  Huni,  CIufIh 
J.  Ifl«enotl.  J«apb  K.  Ianr»)l,  Winiam  4v.  Irwin,  Jntan 
P.  Keuwdj,  Lu*.  Loaell,  Tbonut  F. JUnhtll,  Hi " 


HUlH.   Pmiu,     Fickaiw,    i 


AiiUl,    Ruidslptk 


Silloiultlt,  Alciuider  H.  U.  SIuuL  TiTi>r<>rro,  BJchicd 
W.  ThoBUon,  Tiiiinchut,  Tttluid,  Ward,  WauerBn,  Ed- 
■wd  D.  Wbiu,  JaHpb  L.  WUu,  WUukrKi,  WIh,  Wood, 
ud  John  Y«iiK-4S. 

Hr.  UOORB  moved  the  rrcoDiideiation  of  the 
roip  ja»  taken  on  ibe  patsage  of  ilie  bill,  and 
mot«d  Ibe  ptetiona  qoestion  on  that  motion. 

Tbe  previoDs  qnegtioa  taaTiof  been  >econded  bj 
Ihe  Hoew,  the  main  qoostion  oalherecoiuideralioii 
wai  pal,  and  decided  ia  the  negilive  withoni  a  di- 

Hr.  PILLHORB  moved  to  amend  Ibe  title  of 
tbe  bill,  by  iaaeriing  after  ibe  word  "lerriioriM," 
tbe  wwds"aDdolherolBeei8,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  HcKSNNiN  moved  lo  amend  Ihe  title  u 
ameaded,  by  anbuitnting  for  it  the  wnrda  "A  bill 
lo  esiablUh  a  nniform  rnic  for  oompnting  Ihe  mile- 
age and  per  diem  compenMtion  of  members  of 
CkingrvEs,  and  other  ifflcers  of  the  Oovernneal:" 
rejected  wiihoni  a  connl.  IIm  title  ai  amended 
waa  titea  agreed  to. 

Hr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  moved  Ihr  recootidrra- 
tioo  of  the  vote  adopting  ibe  title  of  tbf  bill;  and 
called  for  ibe  previoos  queilioD,  which  wai  second- 
ed|  uidi  under  its  operation,  Ibe  moiioD  wu  ttega* 
tived. 

Tbe  Honsc  then  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
TnnuDir,  Fcbrnary  16, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  jvo  ion.  laid  before  ih«  S«n- 
ale  a  eutDmaoicaiion  from  the  Tieaturj  Depart- 
ment, and  one  from  the  Nav;  D'partmfo',  bhow- 
ing  the  noaibfr,  Dsmcfl,  and  eimprnMiinn  cf  the 
clrrhs  cmploftd  in  iba.-rdrpBrtmfUl^,  ?.ncl  huriaei 
eoQDcctPd  ihrr««itb,  (luring  (he  yrar  1^43)  nbii:h 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Aire,  a  communication  from  tbe  Tieisnr;  De- 
partmeni,  iraii*n)iititig  adJiiional  iDformiiicn,  under 
a  resolniion  of  lbs  Usi  (easico,  in  cosnciion  wiib 
Ihe  New  York  commission  for  the  invFitigaiion  of 
tbe  affaire  of  tbe  eaBtom.houH:  referred  to  Ihe 
Committee  on  Priming,  to  eiamine  into  the  necee- 
ali;  for  printing  ii. 

Mr.  BT0R6E0N  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsbarg,  reeom* 
mending  an  appropriation  for  tbe  erection  of  a  ma- 
rine hoapiial  hi  or  near  that  city.  Hi.  8.  remarked 
Ihal  the  Ntoion  was  CO  far  gone,  tbslbepr«nmed,  if 
the  memorial  was  even  referred  lo  Ibe  appropriate 
committee,  Iheie  was  no  probabttny  that  ibey 
woald  eiamine  into  the  sobject  before  the  dose  of 
the  M9sion.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table:  agrerd  to. 

Hr.  8.  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing held  in  WiEhingtoD  eotiniy,  Pennsylvania,  in 
favor  of  the  eiiablishmeol  of  a  mail  ronte  from 
ibe  town  of  WaghinKioo,  in  Pennsylvania,  10 
Sienbenrille,  Ohio:  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadf . 

Hr.  WOODBRIDQ^  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Mayor  and  Ciiy  Cooneil  of  the  city  of  Hon- 
roe,  Hiebigan,  in  favor  of  an  apprcpriatioa  for 
completiog  tbe  works  for  tbe  improvemeDl  of  the 
harbor  at  ibe  mooib  of  ibe  river  Raising  which 
wu  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeiee. 

Also,  presented  Ibe  preamble  and  joint  retoln. 
lions  of  tbeLeKisialnreof  Hiebigan,  reiiommend- 
tng  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  bsibors, 
and  pioteelion  o(  commerce  «□  tbe  lakes:  re- 
ferred to  tbeCommittie  on  Commfrce. 

On  moiioD  by  Ur.  WOODBBIDQE,  it  was 
ordered  lhai  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  tbe 
Legiilatare  of  lodisna,  preseoled  at  the  IsMsrs- 
sion  of  Coogiess,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for 
tbe  completion  of  iba  woiks  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
Joseph.  Uiehiiaii,  be  tslren  from  ihe  files,  and 
referred  lo  the  Commiltte  on  Commerce. 

Hi.  BTANS,  from  4be  Comnuiiee  on  FinasM, 


.  Jendar  year  beginning  on  tbe  Ist  of  Janoary, 
1843,  and  endiog  on  tbe  30tb  of  Jane,  1943:  ud 
for  tbe  fiscal  year  beginolng  on  tbe  lit  of  Jaty, 
1843,  sod  endisg  on  the  30tfa  of  June,  1644. 

Ur.  B.  gave  notice  thai  he  wonld,  on  lo-mom», 
aak  the  Seoale  lo  proceed  to  the  constderHitOB  of 
the  above  bill. 

Hr.  WRIGHT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Claivs, 
lo  which  had  been  referred  nnmerons  memoriib 
and  resolotions  of  the  Stale  Legitlatares  on  tbe 
subject  of  Congress  pauiog  a  law  to  restore  Hr. 
Kendall  10  hn  personal  liberty,  reported  a. bill, to 
amend  tbe  laws  relatiog  10  imprisoDment  for  debt 
in  Ibe  District  of  ColDmbia;  which  waa  read,  ud 
•rdeted  to  a  aeennd  reading. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDSB,  from  tbe  Joint  Commiuee 
on  tbe  Library,  to  which  ibe  snbject  bad  been  re- 
ferred by  resolntioH  of  the  Senate,  repo{t<4  a  bHI 
lo  provide  for  the  pobheaiioa  of  ibo  debaua  aad 
proceediogs  of  Congre^,  in  connected  aerie^  and 
to  antbonie  one  or  more  coMiaoia  for  the  pv- 
pose;  which  waa  read,  aad  ordered  to  a  aeeond 
readiag. 

Hr.  PHELPS,  from  Ibe  Committee  on  BcvoIh- 
tlonary  Olahns,  rrperted  back,  witbov  anead- 
menl,  and  with  a  reeommeadalion  that  it  do  paas, 
Ihe  bill  f>om  (ha  HoDse  for  ibe  lehef  of  the  hein 
or  legal  repteteniatives  of  Naihaslel  Pryor,  de- 

Also,  made  an  adverse  report  on  ibe  peliMa  of 
Ihe  heirs  of  Joseph  King,  apajmaBiet  in  tberevo- 
Intionary  war,  praying  lor  ihe  setilement  of  bis  ae- 
coonts  and  an  allowanee  of  bonnty  land;  wUcfa 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Hr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Cooimiiiee  on  Pennou, 
reported  back,  withont  amendment,  aad  with  a 
reeommeadalion  that  it  do  paw,  tbe  bill  from  ihs 
House  eniiiled  "An  act  to  allow  a  pension  to 
Nancy  Williams,  widow  of  David  WilliamSi  wbo 
was  one  of  Ibe  captors  of  Uijar  Andre." 

Ur.  SMITH  of  Indisoa,  from  ibe  Comanitlea 
00  the  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amrad- 
mrnt,  tbe  juini  resolution  fiom  ibe  House  lelallsg 
lo  palenls  lor  booniy  land. 

Ur.  S.  also,  from  the  same  eommiiiee,  made  aa 
adverse  leport  (which  waa  oider<rd  tobiprinied) 
on  ibe  peii  ion  of  Lewis  Lambert,  praying  ^llow- 
aaoe  of  interest  on  eenain  moneya  piaid  by  him  foe 
public  lands,  the  sales  of  which  were  ooHceUed, 
and  the  moneys  refunded. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  8  ,  the  OommiHee  m  hb- 
lie  Lands  wu  discharged  from  Ihe  fnnber  coBn4- 
eiBiioooftbe  mimoiisl  of  tbe  Oeneial  Aasamb^ 
of  Indiana,  pray  I  eg  allowance  of  bowHiy  load  10 
Ihe  rangers  end  mlTiiia  in  ibe  service  of  ibe  United 
States  dnring  the  lost  w«;  and  it  was  lefened  In 
tbe  Ckimmiitee  on  Uiliiary  Affairs. 

Hi.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reporled 
back,  with  an  amendment,  Honse  bill  eniiiled  "An  . 
act  for  Ibe  relief  of  Qeoree  Uajfield,"  approved 
Jnly  37,  1843;  then. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  S.,  tbe  above  bill  vru  lakn 
np,  u  is  committee  of  ihs  whole;  and  lie  provisiew 
havics  been  eiplained  by  him,  and  tbe  HOOidneal 
agreed  to,  tbe  bill  was  reported  baek  to  the  Seiaie, 
read  iha  third  line,  and  flnally#pa£Md. 

Hr.  8.,  fton  Ibe  Mme  ctHomitiee,  reported  a 
bill  explanatory  of  an  act  in  reUtien  loIudBseM 
in  the  Qresubart  (tale  St  Htlena)  land  dtsldcl, 
approved  Angtisi  39,  184%  which  was  read,  tad 
ordered  to  a  second  leidiog. 

On  motinn  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  tbe  prevjoH 
orders  of  ibe  day  were  povpoaed,  and  Ibe  above 
bill  was  taken  np,  as  in  commillec  of  Ibe  whole; 
aod,  there  beina  do  amendmeni  offered,  it  was  re- 
porled to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  eagroaNd 
for  a  ibird  Teadiac. 

Hr.  WILLIAHS  wu  nnder strod  lo  inqaire  of 
the  chairman  whether  Ihe  object  of  Ibe  bill  was  U 
lake  back  tbe  lands,  and  lo  give  the  pnicbasersibeir 
money;  if  so,  he  wanted  tome  explaaaiion  of  ill 
provisions. 

Ur.  8UITH  replied  ^at  tbe  bill  involved  ibe 
same  pvinciplee  as  weie  involved  in  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  C^laik  Woodioof,  which  bad  pamed.  Thit 
bill  wu  explaaatory  of  the  act  of  last  aessioa, 
whieh  oBibonnd  a  letaia  o(  iba  parahase  noaey; 
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and  was  rendcfvd  necCBfary,  m  ooaseifQtBce  of  tbe 
eoBstroedaB  of  riie  deptrtkent,  ibatibejrhad  the 
Hght  to  -wHfabold  iho  pttests  for  la&d  purdMatd  in 
Ms  4ittriBt,  aafil  a  aew  sunrej  of  the  oooalfy 
0o«ld  be  had. 

The  CHAIR  infornitd  the Seaalor  from  ladiaaa 
th«t«i^diaDnm>n  was  now  oat  of  onder,  as  the 
bill  had  been  ordeied  to  be  eogroeeed. 

Mr^McROBBRTB^oii  leaye^  tntrodoised  a  bill 
eataUvhiag  a  oolleetioo  distriet  at  Chicago,  Illi- 
uoli;  ^rfaieh  vas  read,  and  ordered  to  a  seeond 
reading. 

'Mr.  QRAHAMyfroBi  theOommiliee  on  Claims, 
teponed  baek,  withont  amendment,  and  with  a 
Kcogmiendation  ihat  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the 
reHir  of  Captain  JT.  Throckmorton. 

'te  motion  byMr.  0BAHA.M,  the  Committee 
^n  Olaims  was  discharged  firom  tbe  futther  eon- 
aUlevafton  of  the  memorial  of  J«an  daarre,  pray- 
iof  oompencation  for  property  deuroyed  by  tbe 
SrttMi  in  1814,  at  Gat  Island. 

Mr.  WILLIABftS  pveaented  a  petition  from 
'WflHam  K.  Weston,  praying  that  a  bond  depos- 
iMi>yliinintheWar  Department,  for  the  per- 
firaaBatf  of  a  contract  wiih  that  department,  may 
bartmiMd)  wMdiwss^fefred  to  the  JTadiciary 
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TbaTesolntion  of  Mr.  Limi,  ftiing  11  o^loek, 
a*  ai.,^  as  the  daily  hoar^  for  the  BMetiag  of  the 
finate,  ft<eai  and  after  Saturday  neit,  was  taiien 
np  and  adopted. 

ASTOMFTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Hie  resolntions  (^nbaitted  by  Mr.  Rim  yester* 
day  tame  apjpr  consideration. 

'tMr.  RiVBS  staled  the  eireanistances  under 
"trhleh  these  resola^ns  came  ap  as  a  sabctanthre 
fffopoaitlon,  distfaet  from  the  resohitionsof  the  Sen- 
ator firom  Somh  Carolina,  and  tbe  additional  reso- 
iQtiOBf  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to 
irhich  they  were  inteflded  to  t>e  offered  as  an  amead- 
ment  so  soon  as  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  ebonld  ba?e  been  disposed  of  one 
way  or  other,  had  not  these  other  propositions 
lieen  laid  oa  the  table  by  the  vote  girea  yesterday. 
'Bat  the  qoestion  of  the  debts  of  the  States,  and  tbe 
idlerf(^eace  of  the  Oenersl  Qovemment  on  that 
s»h]eet,  haflag  been  once  brooght  before  the  Sen- 
ile by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  he  (Mr.  Rites) 
ftontidered  ft  his  duty  to  present  these  resolntions  for 
ibe^vrpoee  of  obtaining  a  direct  and  nacqaiTocal 
tote  of  the'  Seaate.  It  was  of  the  greatest  impor- 
attiee  to  set  at  rest  tbe  idea  which  had  got  abroad, 
that  this  Qoiremment  can  have  any  constitational 
pawer  to  saddle  itself,  in  addition  to  its  own  debts, 
with  a  debt  of  two  hnndred  milttons  of  dollars,  in- 
'  envred  by  a  portion  of  the  States  of  the  Union  in 
tbetarittdiTidnal  capacities,  and  for  their  own  local 
pffrpoess,  and  in  the  prosecation  of  tlieir  own  local 
policy.  The  very  soggestion  of  such  an  idea  ap* 
peared  to  him  so  monstrous,  aad  tending  so  obvi- 
ooaly  to  a  courFo  of  policy  subversive  of  every 
principle  upon  wbieh  this  Union  had  its  ezisteace, 
that  he  considered  Congress  was  bound  in  duty  to 
itaslf,  and  to  the  country,  to  put  upon  it  promptly 
aad  at  oace  the  seal  of  its  condemnatioa. 

It  wootd  not  do  for  gentlemen  to  deny  that  any 
qaeetion  of  assuming  the  debts  of  tbe  States  bad 
l>een  mooted  to  Congress.  If  it  was  not  done  di- 
rectly, and  iai  a  substantive  form,  the  way  was 
paved  for  the  proposition,  and  in  a  manner  so 
plaia  and  obvious,  that  no  one  could  be  left  an  in- 
staat  in  doubt  as  to  the  end  to  be  attained.  The 
propoeflicAi  was,  at  the  present  moment,  before  ihe 
other  branch  of  Congres5,  in  a  direct  form,  to  grant* 
to  the  State  Governments  scrip,  based  oa  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  relieving 
them  frorii  their  indebtedness.  The  Senator  from 
^Maine,  In  his  resolutions  offered  as  amendatory  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
aa,  had  in  this  chamber,  but  a  day  or  two  since, 
promulgated  the  doctrine  that  it  is  tbe  duty  of 
Congress,  by  every  constitutional  and  proper  means 
'  in  its  power,  by  the  adoption  of  measures  to  re- 
store and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  Stages,  by  the  colteclion  aad 
distrartement  of  the  public  revenue*,  uid  tbe  regu- 
lation of  the  administration  of  the  poolte  fissnces, 
aad  in  such  way  as  shall  be  least  burdensome  to 
iHe  peopTe,  4bc ,  to  reader  every  pnicticsble  aid 


and  enooursgement  to  the  people  of  the  several 
States  in  their  efforts  to  ineet  their'engagements, 
and  to  discharge  the  obligations  into  which  they 
have  catered.  What  did  all  this  mean,  if  it  did 
not  mean  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  assist  tbe  Indebted  States  in  the  pay- 
meat  of  their  debts?  Mr.  R.  here  entered  at  large 
into  the  history  of  the  origin  of  this  suggestion,  and 
alladed  to  the  reoent  action  of  the  Legislatures -of 
two  of  tlie  indebted  States  renonnciBg  this  idea. 
He  aigned  that  now  wss  the  time  to  extin- 
guish all  delasive  hopes  of  aid  from  the  General 
Government.  Let  Congress  convince  the  States, 
by  a  decisive  and  ananimons  vote,  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  will  be  entertained,  and  they  will  at  once 
apply  themselves  to  their  own  resources  for  liquida- 
ting their  indebtedness.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  enter  at  laige  into  a  discussion  of  the  Tarious 
topics  bearing  upon  this  sut^t.  He  had  merely 
risen  to  explain  his  motives  in  oflerin«  these  reso- 
lntions as  a  distinct  measure,  and  would  conclude 
by  recommending  that  the  vote  be  takea  oa  them, 
and  such  amendments  as  might  be  offered,  with  a 
desire  to  avoid  diseossion  as  much  as  possible,  and 
to  express  the  sense  of  the  Senate  at  the  same 
time,  promptly  and  unequivocally,  without  further 
iaterruption  to  the  buMuess  of  the  session, 

Mr.  ALLEN  begged  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
would  accept  an  ameadment  which  he  would  send 
to  the  Chair,  to  come  in  after  tbe  word  ''States**  in 
tbe  eighth  line  of  the  second  resolution. 

The  amendoMut  was  read. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  see  why  the  Senates 
from  Yifginia,  afWr  having  stated  his  riews, 
should  expect  other  gentlemen  would  refrain  from 
making  such  explanations  as  might  be  necessary 
in  relation  to  their  votes.  He  would  not  himself, 
for  one,  yield  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  be  cate- 
chised by  a  simple  yes  or  no  upon  each  of  tlie 
Senator^  propositions.  All  knew  his  anflety  to 
lay  aside  unprofitable  discussion  on  mere  abstrac- 
tions leading  to  no  practical  result,  that  the  legiti^ 
mate  business  of  legislation  might  be  disposed  of 
within  the  few  days  yet  remaining  of  Ihe  session. 
But  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  deter^ 
mined  to  introduce  and  re-introduoe  their  abstrac- 
tions, and  to  force  gentlemen,  who  preferred  going 
on  with  the  regular  business,  to  enter  into  discus- 
sion, the  responsibility  must  rest  on  them-HSot  on 
him  (Mr.  M.)  and  his  friends.  He  had  no  vote 
or  avowal  on  the  subject  now  brought  up  to  shrink 
from.  He  could  not  conceive  why  there  was  such 
an  overweening  anxiety  at  this  time  of  general 
embarrassment — why  there  was  such  a  oons'ant 
effort— such  relentless  zeal— on  the  part  of  the  Gea- 
eral  Government  to  join  in  the  out-door  and  foreign 
denunaiatiens  of  the  indebted  States;  States  which 
had  incurred  their  responsibilities  for  the  public 
good;  which  had  not  invoked  the  interference  of 
the  General  Government;  and  into  whose  dotnestic 
arrangements  the  Genersl  Government  had  had 
no  invitation  to  obtrude  itself.  Mr.  M.  proceeded 
at  considerable  length,  and  with  much  exciument, 
to  deprecate  Ihe  hue-and-cry  raised  against  the  in- 
debted States.  While  he  disclaimed  and  denounced 
as  impolitic  and  unwise  tbe  assumption  of  the 
State  debts  by  the  General  Governmeai,  he  claimed 
for  his  own  State,  as  he  would  for  each  of  the 
States,  its  right  to  its  distributive  share  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  which,  having  subserved  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intrusted  to  the  General  Gh>vern- 
ment,  he  contended  i^hc^uld  now  be  restored  to  the 
States;  that  they,  in  tbeir  torn,  m*ght  be  relieved 
from  their  embarrassments  when  ibey  most  needed 
them.  He  concluded  by  ofi'efing  an  amendment, 
to  come  in  ha  proper  order,  after  the  pending  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  amend  should  be  disposed  of: 
[For  Ibis  amendment,  see  proceedings  of  Februa- 
ry Id  ] 

The  amendment  having  been  read  by  Mr.  Mer- 
rick himself,  was,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  CAL- 
HOUN, again  read  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  did  not  rise  to  de- 
bate these  resolntions,  but  to  express  an  earnest 
wish  that  a  direct  vote  would  be  taken  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  t>oth  the  material  proposiuons.  An  evasion, 
or  go  by,  by  postponement,  or  .laying  ibem  oa  the 
table,  was  derogatory  to  the  deep  importsnce  of 
the  questions  involved.    This  course  need  not  lead 


to  any  protraoted  discussion  or  jalay  of  4he  public 
busines.  The  first  question,  relating  to  the  as- 
anmptlon  of  State  debtN  had  been  ftUly  argued  in 
this  body  on  a  former  occasion.  His  mind  had 
been  long  made  up  upon  it.  The  State  he  partly 
represaaied  had  no  doute  in  respect  to  it.  It  was 
his  belief  that  such  an  assm»ption  was  as  fatal  a 
measure  in  its  efifects,  as  a  meaim  fbrmally  to 
dissolve  the  Union.  It  destroyed  all  tne^iMniintions 
between  the  powers  and  datles  of  the  F^dera^Oov 
ernment,  and  those  of  the  separate  States.  It  w«» 
consolidation,  and  of  the  rankest  aad  worst  char- 
aeter,  because  it  was  indirect  and  insidious. 

But  he  w^ald  not  now  be  tempted  into  the  argn- 
meat  upon  the  snbject.  It  was  proper,  however^ 
to  repel  snggcstiona  which  had  reeenJy  been  thrown 
before  the  publie,  that  sach  an  aaiumptioa  had  be-* 
fore  been  made  by  the  General  GoveraaaenC  This 
was  a  wretched  misconception.  It  was  not  tush 
an  assamption  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  or  since  tfie  late  war,  of  debts  incurred  by 
the  Stales  in  the  prosecution  of  those  glorious 
struggles  which  achieved  and  maintainad  our  in- 
dependence. By  that  assumption^  we  then  paid 
only  our  own  debts— only  what  die  States  had  paid 
or  expended  for  us  in  the  prosecution  of  those 
wars.  We  paid— or  assumed,  if  you  please— only 
debts  incurred  in  pro8ecu|iBg  the  wars  of  the  Con- 
federation and  Umon,  in  objects  belonging  to  tbe 
central  and  General  Government.  But  all  these 
debts,  the  assumption  of  whidi  was  now  the  snb- 
ject of  discussion,  have  been  incurred  for  State  ob- 
jects; for  local  purposes;  and  many  even  for  bank- 
ing and  other  parposes  most  injudicious  and  ruin- 
ous; and  none  of  them  either  by  the  request  of 
Congress,  or  under  its  legislation,  or  under  any 
responsibility  to  its  authority. 

The  other  qoestioa  was  oonneeted  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  lands— eitlier  directly,  or  by 
an  issue  of  stack  (banded  on  them. 

The  objectioiis  to  the  principles  inrolved  in  such 
a  course— whether  ia  reference  to  the  Constitution 
or  expediencv— 4iad  been  fully  disetissed,  in  reoent 
sessions,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  He  would 
not  go  into  any  of  them;  and  he  thought  the  Sen- 
ate need  not  he  delayed  moeh,  if  aay,  in  their  dia- 
cuseioa. 

But,  in  the  present  eonditioB  of  the  finaaees,  to 
mlk  of  giving  away  two  or  three  miHtoas,  which 
the  treasury  estimates  flrom  the  public  laads;  or  to 
talk  of  imposing  six  mtllioBs  more  oa  the  ureasnry, 
for  three  per  cent*  interest  on  two  huadred  millions 
of  stock,  seemed  to  him  to  be  perfect  insanity. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aad  the  chairman 
of  the  Comarittee  on  Fiaance  both  think  that, 
with  all  the  receipts  from  the  lands,  and  the  oae  of 
near  seren  millions  more  of  borrowed  money,  we 
may  be  barely  able  to  make  the  ends  of  this  calen- 
dar year  meeu 

Do  aay  geatlenMu,  under  theee  cironmstaneeSy 
propose  to  borrow  six  millioaa  more1«-or  to  levy 
direct  taxes  for  that  sum,  in  order  to  issue  this  fit- 
mous  two  hundred  millions  of  stockt 

Talk  about  this  stock— for  what,  sir?  To  bjure 
State  credit,  and  not  strengthen  it.  This  talk  dis- 
credits the  character  and  means  of  the  States, 
which,  if  let  alone,  are  perfectly  competent  in  time 
to  redeem  their  own  obligations.  We  thus  inti- 
mate that  they  are  unable;  while,  if  we  step  in,  we 
also  become  spendthrift,  bankrapt,  and  all  are 
discredited  together.  No,  sir.  Our  conduct  is 
not,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  that  of  a  harsh  or 
hard-hearted  parent.  6n  the  contrary,  the  States 
are  our  parents — we,  their  children:  they  created 
us,  and  not  we  them;  and,  as  children,  we  should 
abide  by  the  Constitution,  and  orders  and  powers 
they  hate  prescribed  for  us. 

Let  us,  then,  speik  openly,  deadedly,  maafRlly, 
on  questions  so  momentous;  and  set  the  public 
mind,  at  home  and  abroad,  at  rest  oa  this  subject. 
It  is  due  to  the  occasion,  aad  to  the  expectations 
of  the  world;  and  can  be  accomplished  with  little 
or  no  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  MILLER  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment for  consideration,  that,  when  in  order,  it  might 
be  appended  to  the  resolutions: 

That,  wb1t«  w«  diselaim  all  otriitaUoB  on  tlia  ptrtofth* 
QeneffSi  GoT»min«ot  to  MsaiM  the  debet  of  the  MTeral  aiatv* 
tlwjviica,  iHsdom,  and  polkjr  W  inalciag  diMribMkM  of  tlit 
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nroceedfof  the  pablicknds  amonfftheMVeral  Butes,  accord- 
ing i .  the  liMleral  popalatioa,  if  beieby  adnilted  and  affirmed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  it  woald  not  be 
in  ordeff« 

Mr.  MILLRR  merely  rrttd  it  as  a  notification 
that  be  would  more  it  ^tuen  in  order,  as  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COif^f^^  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
gi|Ku##  (o  Tuesday  next. 

.ST. WALKER,  on  this  motion,  moved  an 
amendment,  that  the  postponement  be  till  to-mor- 
row instead  of  Tuesday. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  the  rote  would  first 
be  on  thepostponement  for  the  longer  time. 

Mr.^  wALiKJ^R  conceived  his  motion,  as  an 
amendment  to  tha  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Loa« 
isiana  would  have  precedence. 

The  CHAIR  decided  not. 

Mr.  KINO  said  the  Chair  was  right.  But  he 
would  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Senators, 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act 
was  a  question  to  be  discussed  on  Monday,  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  it  would  not  be  got  through 
in  one,  or,  indeed,  two  days,  whether  a  postpone- 
ment of  these  resolutions  to  Tuesday  would  not 
virtually  be  the  same  as  giving  the  question  the 
go-by,  the  same  as  if  laid  on  the  table.  The  sub- 
ject involved  questions  on  which  every  Senator 
had  made  up  his  mind;  for  he  could  safely  assert 
that  no  one  question  of  general  policy  had  ever 
Teccived  a  more  thorough  discussion  than  that  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  States;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  new 
idea  of  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  or  the 
power  of  Congress  in  the  matter,  that  could  not  be 
fully  considef^  in  one  night;  so  that  gentlemen 
could  come  to>merrow  as  well  prepared  to  vote,  as 
they  could  on  any  day  next  week.  If  put  over 
till  Tuesday,  either  the  resolutions  or  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  act  will  have  to  be  laid  on  the 
table;  'whereas  both  snbjecis  nuy  be  disposed  of 
by  proceeding  with  the  resolutions  to-morrow,  and 
voting  on  them  before  Monday;  leaving  that  day 
iree  to  proceed  with  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  was  compelled  to  say  a 
word  in  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kive,]  touching  the  sugges- 
tions which  he  (.Mr.  W.)  made  as  to  the  day  proper 
to  which  to  postpone  the  resolutions  under  discus- 
sion. When  Monday  was  moved  by  the  Senator 
from  LouisiaBa,  [Mr.  Comk^d,]  he  (Mr.  W.)  sug- 
gested that  Tuesday  woti)d  be  a  better  day.  His 
strongest  objection  to  postponing  the  subject  till 
Monday,  was,  becanse  the  bankrupt  bill  had  been 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  for,  that  day; 
on  which  day  he  hoped  that  bill  woold  be  taken 
JOtPf  and  proceeded  in  till  final  action.  He  was  the 
more  willing  for  that  course,  because  the  resoln- 
tiona  Qow  before  the  Senate,  being  more  properly 
morning  business,  could  be  ^proceeded  in  during 
the  morning  hour  of  each  day.  Monday  being  the 
day  proposed  *by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  to 
which  to  postpone,  be  (Mr.  W.)  was  compelled  to 
reject  one  or  the  ottier  of  the  subjects  as  the  bnsi- 
BcsB  for  that  day;  and  it  was  in  that  alternative  he 
suggeattd  10  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  Tuesday. 
Exuemely  anxious  as  he  was  to  have  a  direct  f  ote 
and  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Senate  on  these 
resolutions,  which  invoWed  so  many  serious  con- 
siderations, yet  he  believed  it  was  more  important 
to  the  country  that  the  act  for  the. repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law  should  be  passed,  than  to  have  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  these  resolutions.  It  was 
bis  desire  that  both  questions  should^e  voted  upon 
and  disposed  of;  and,  with  that  view,  be  would  first 
vote  to  p66tpone  the  resolutions  till  to-morrow;  and, 
if  not  then,  to  the  next  day;  and,  if  the  matter  was 
to  be  oostponed  till  the  next  week,  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  Tuesday  as  the  day  for  their 
final  disposition,  that  they  might  not  interfere  with 
the  bankrupt  act.  If  they  were  postponed  till 
Tuesday,  Senators  would  come  there  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  they  were  to  be  finally  disponed  of 
on  that  day.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it  could  be  ac- 
complished. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  he  was  not 
among  those  who  believed  that  these  resolutions 
are  mere  abstractions.    He  held  them  in  a  T«ry 


diflf-^rent  light..  The  subj  ci  iovoWed  was  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  ever  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  fraught  with  consequences,  that  no  man  who 
anticipate  the  worst,  anticipated  hidf  as  bad  as  the 
reality  will  be.  As  the  question  was  presented, 
in  his  opinion  they  were  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tions to  themselves,  to  the  public  credit,  to  the 
States,  to  the  .country,  and  to  the  world,  to  have  a 
free  and  direct  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions.  Con- 
sidering this,  as  he  did,  he  held  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law — as  obligatory  as  he  felt  that 
to  be  on  the  Senate,  both  on  account  of  its 
unconstitutionality  and  inexpediency — as  noth- 
ing compared  to  an  expression  of  an  opinion 
on  these  resolutions — absolutely  nothing.  If 
it  depended  upon  his  vote  to  decide  between 
the  two,  he  would  not  hesitate  the  hundredth 
part  of  a  moment.  He  would  consider  the  time 
well  consumed,  if  they  devoted  every  moment 
of  the  remaining  time  of  the  session  to  the  dis- 
cussing of  that  subject,  except  what  was  necessary 
to  be  devoted  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  appro- 
priation bills;  and  even  these  should  not  stand  in 
its  way.  But  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  oc- 
cupy so  much  time  upon  it;  for  there  was  scarcely 
a  single  aspect  of  the  question  which  was  not 
fully  understood  by  the  country.  Tbe  only  one 
which  had  not  been  fully  discussed,  and  public  at- 
tention strongly  called  to,  was  the  proposition  al- 
luded to  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  of  issuing 
1300,000,000  of  stock,  founded  on  the  public  do- 
main, or  its  proceeds.  He  rejoiced  that  that  Sen- 
ator bad  not  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the 
scheme,  because  it  showed,  even  on  his  part,  a 
flinching.' 

Mr.  MERRICK  interrupted,  and  said  he  flinched 
from  nothing  which  doty  required  of  him. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
irritate  tbe  honorable  Senator  by  making  use 
of  the  word;  what  he  intended  was,  that  he  had 
shown  rather  a  hesitation  about  expressing  him- 
self in  favor  of  the  proposed  scheme.  He  was 
glad  that  the  honorable  Senator  had  done  so.  He 
supposed  he  countenanced  an  opinion  rather 
against  it. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  had  made  no  specific 
proposition.  What  he  said  was,  that  his  State 
claimed,  as  she  had  always  claimed,  her  share  of 
the  public  lands;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  in 
what  mode  they  should  be  distributed,  but  to  leave 
it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  would  pass  that  by. 
That  was  the  only  aspect  in  which  the  question 
was  not  thoroughly  discassed;  but  it  was  an  aspec 
which  required  full  and  ample  discussion— 4nch  dis- 
cussion as,  from  the  nature  of  the  question,  it  ought 
to  receive.  That  was  the  only  practical  form  in 
wtiich  it  could  be  presented  to  tbe  country;  and  if 
there  were  any  in  tbe  Senate  who  concurred  in 
that  proposition — which,  he  must  »ay,  was  one  preg. 
nant  with  the  greatest  disasters,  involving,  as  it  did, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  the  purity  of 
the  Gonsututioo,  the  permanency  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people, — be  must 
say  that,  if  there  was  any  Senator  in  favor  of  the 
scheme,  he  hoped  he  wouid  move  a  specific  proposi- 
tion; if  not,  that  someone  weold  present  it  in  a  nega- 
tive form,  that  a  direct  vote  might  be  taken  upon 
it.  The  two  parties  (those  in  favor  of  assumption, 
and  those  oppoted  to  H)  stood  in  very  different 
positions.  The  postponement  of  action  would  be 
on  the  side  of  those  in  favor  ef  assumption;' 
for  it  would  be  considered  as  a  decision 
against  us.  He  claimed,  as  a  matter  of  fair- 
ness, (which,  he  was  sure,  gentlemen  would 
accord,)  to  give  those  who  were  opposed  to 
assumption  in  any  form  an  express  vote  upon 
ir,  that  the  country  might  truly  understand 
what  were  the  impressions  of  that  body  upon  a 
subject  full  of  such  momentous  consequences. 
They  were  now  standing  in  the  midst  of  extraordi- 
nary times;  the  consequences  of  which  would  run 
far  beyond  the  days  of  the  youngest  amongst  them. 
Decide  the  question  one  way  or  the  other.  All  that 
be  wished  was,  that  an  early  day  should  be  ap« 
pointed  for  taking  the  vote  upon  the  subject ;  for 
tbe  longer  it  was  put  off,  the  more  improbable  it 


woirid  be  that  they  would  get  an  expreanon  ef 
opinion.  And  as  the  subject  was  not  unfamiliar  to 
Senators,  he  hoped  they  woold  go  on  with  it  to- 
morrow: that  would  aflbrd  ample  tioM  to  investi- 
gate and  mature  their  judgments.  With  this  view, 
he  concurred  that  the  Senator  from  Miasissippi 
[Mr.  WiLxxa]  had  tbe  right  to  make  the  aM)tkMi 
that  it  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  he  a&ill  retained  his  original 
opinion,  that  the  subject  ought  lo  be  postponed  to 
Tuesday.  The  experience  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  always,  in  bis  opinion,  was  entitled  lo 
respect;  and  no  doubt  he  was  correct  in  stating  that 
questions  involved  in  these  resolutions  had  been 
heretofore  fully  disctissed,  and  gentlemen  had 
made  up  their  minds  on  most  of  them.  Bat  it 
must  be  admiued,  that  the  power  and  policy  of 
assuming  the  debts  of  the  States  ba4  not— 4it 
least,  since  he  and  others  had  had  a  seat  in  that 
body — been  discussed.  And  it  was  not  proper  lo  be 
called  upon  to  vote  on  such  questions,  witboatttee 
being  given  to  examine  into  tbe  subject,  and  to  cone 
to  a  just  conclusion.  This  is  a  novel  question  one 
that  has  arisen  in  the  public  mind  within  the  tost 
eighteen  months.  He  concurred  with  the  Senaler 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouii,]  in  viewing 
it  as  a  most  important  and  momentous  questios;  and 
the  more  he  viewed  it  in  that  light,  the  mere  im- 
pressed he  was  with  the  conviction  that  time  ahonld 
be  given  for  its  deliberate  consideration.  Bir.  C 
proceeded  at  considerable  length  to  show  w^  it 
was  necessary  to  make  the  postponemeat  till 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  a  fa^t,  (which  it  seemed  to  him  had  been 
overlooked,)  that  the  first  lime  the  question  of  the 
assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States  was  pablicly 
mooted,  was  in  the  Senate  in  the  session  of  1839 
and  1840,  when  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  discussion 
arose  on  resolutions,  which  he  read  from  the  josF- 
nal.  These  resolutions  he  considered  as  full  and 
declaratory  on  the  part  of  Congress  as  any  that 
could  be  now  adopted.  They  were  on  the  jonimal, 
without  a  dissenting  vote  on  their  passage;  and, 
not  being  rescinded,  should  stand  as  the  opinion  of 
Congress  till  they  were.  Nothing  new  could  be 
effected  by  a  restoration  of  tbe  same  declaraii«n. 
He  gave  a  sketch,  from  his  recollection,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  their  adoption.  Until  then,  the  idea 
of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  had  not  even 
been  broached  in  the  newspapers.  But  they  had 
not  tbe  eifect  of  extinguishing  the  idea.  It  waa  one 
which  had  since  spread  widely  through  tbe  ooun« 
try.  If,  then,  the  declaration  of  Congress  failed  to 
have  the  effect  anticipated,  what  effect  eoold  be  ex* 
pected  from  its  restoration?  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who  bad  sta- 
ted his  eiperience,  that  mete  abstract  reaolntions 
never  effect  anything.  Yet,  if  these  resokitioas, 
useless  as  they  would  be,  and  impeding  as  they 
did,  by  their  discussion,  tbe  business  of  the  session, 
were  pressed  to  a  vote,  he  should  vote  as  he  did 
on  the  occasion  to  which  be  bad  alluded;  for  bis 
opinions  had  undergone  no  change  as  to  tbe  want 
of  power  in  this  GKivernmsnt  to  assume  the  debts 
of  the  S'stes. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  his  colleague  was  greatly 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  question  of  assumiH 
tion  originated  in  this  Senate,  oiftin  this  country, 
No,  sir.  It  is  of  foreign  birth;  it  is  of  British  origin. 
It  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1639,  in  the  form  of  an 
anibeniic  circular,  from  British  bankers,  calling 
for  that  **more  comprehensive  guaranty"  of  the  a^ 
sumption  of  the  debts  of  tbe  States  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. Tbe  assumption  was  a  British,  and  not 
an  American  proposition;  and,  as  such,  it  was  en- 
countered by  the  resolutions  of  tbe  Senate  in  1839. 
Bat  this  Britis^h  proposition  is  now  re-echoed  on 
this  continent — it  has  been  solemnly  introdnoed  by 
a  distiognisbed  member  of  the  other  House  at  th^ 
session — it  appears,  in  part,  in  the  resolutions  now 
before  us  of  tlie,Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evams,] 
and  of  tbe  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mnaaicx.] 
Tbe  proposition  we  must  now  meet,  is  that  pro- 
posed in  the  other  House — po  distribute  two  hun- 
dred milijons  of  a  stock  debt  of  this  Qovemment 
among  tne  States,  to  enable  them  Mo  pay  ihdr 
debts.  This  stock  is  to  bear  an  annual  interest  of 
3  pe^  cent.,  and  professes  to  be  based,  in  liioie  ox 
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fa  put,  upon  the  pnblie  lands.    This  Qoverament 
!■  now  in  debt  twenfy-eight  mil]loDt;aiid  this  is  to 
add  two  hvndrea  millions  to  that  d«>bt.     Wt  have 
now  n  national  debt  of  twenty-eight  mtllions;  we 
will  baTO  this  year  a  fhrther  deficit  of  at  least 
fix  nkiUions,   even  inelnding  the  sales  of    the 
pnhbe   lands;  and  now,  when  we  cannot  meet 
the  eziating  debt  and  existing  ezpendithres^  we  Are 
aslDad  to  add  six  millions  per  annum  to  that  debt. 
How  is  this  to  be  paidi    The  jyoblic  lands  yield 
bat  a  million  of  net  revenne;  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  darif  o  flrom  them  a  net  revenue  of  six  millions  of 
dollanf— that  is,  we  mnst  increase  six-fold  the  rero- 
ane  to  be  derivM  from  the  public  lands,    fhe 
lands  are  now  sold  at  |1  95  per  acre;  and  we  are 
BOW  asked,  if  this  stock  is,  in  fact,  to  t>e  based  on 
the  public  lands,  to  increase  the  price  six-fold;  or, 
in  other  fo^  ^  b^U  ^^wb  nt  |7  50  per  acit.    If, 
then,  the  basing  of  this  stock  upon  the  public  lands 
be  not  a  mere  dehision,  you  must  raise  their  price 
firom  f  1  S5  to  |7  50  per  acre;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  old  States  are  to  pay  their  debts  by  increas- 
ing six-fold  the  burdens  of  thepeople  of  the  West 
aim  of  the  new  Stales.    The  wesi^— the  oppressed 
and  neglected  West— the  West,  where  scaicely  one 
dollar  of  the  public  moneys  is  expended— is  to 
be  burdened  with  the  payment  of  the  debtf  of  those 
States  which  monopolize  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  Gk>Temment,  by  augmenting  six- 
fold the  price  of  the  public  lands.    This  is  the  re- 
sult, if  this  stock  is^in  fact,  based  upon  the  public 
lands.    But  is  it  so  luisedl    If,  with  hundrtds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  new  mibjMt  to 
mUrjff  yon  sell  but  eight  hundred  thousand  acres 
per  annum,  at  |1  35  per  acre;  how   much  of 
these  same  lands  would  you  sell  at  |7  50  per 
aeret    Why,  not  enough  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  land  system;  and,  in  place  of  deriving  six 
mBhoas  per  annum,  you  wotild  not  receive  one  dol- 
lar of  net  ravennf  •    How,  tben,  wiih(  at  looking  at 
the  great  question  of  the  payment  of  the  principal^ 
are  you  to  pay  the  six  millions  of  annual  intmruti 
If  it  by  direct  taxation  by  this  Gk>vemmeni?    How 
would  this  alleviate  the  burden,  unless  yon  made 
the  tax  unequal  and  im|ust,  by  taxing  all  the  States 
to  pay  the  debts  of  but  a  part  of  the  States?    And 
if  not  derived irom  the  public  lands,  or  direct  taxa- 
tion, what  is  the  only  remainiog  resourcel    Why, 
to  derive  an  additional  revenue  of  six  millions  per 
annum,  to  meet  the  interest  alone, by  increasing  the 
tariif;  and,  ultimately,  many  millions  more  to  dis- 
charge the  prmcipal.    Can  you  do  it  when  you 
have  an  existing  debt  of  twenty-eight  millions,  and 
cannot  pay  the  interest  of  that  debt,  much  less  the 
priadpal,  and  your  annual  expenditures  from  the 
lands  and  tariff  combined)    This,  then,  is  a  propo- 
silion  to  bankrupt  this  Government.    But,  if  you 
could  grind  out  of  the  people  an  additional  revenue 
of  fix  millions  pear  annum,  by  increasing  the  tariff, 
would  it  be  constitutional,  just,  or  proper?    What! 
tax  the  people  of  all  the  States,  and  the  commerce 
and  exports  of  all,  to  pay  the  debts  of  some  of  the 
Slates !  The  proposition  is  one  of  spoliation  and  plun- 
der. Batthisproposition  of  assumption  professes  to 
be  based  on  a  horror  of  repudiation  by  the  States. 
And  is  not  this  proposition  an  open  and  wholesale 
repudiation  of  all  their  debts  by  the  States  that  are 
indebted?     If  the  Jndebted  States,  refusing  to  psy 
their  own  deks,  force  other  States,  through  the 
instrumentaliiy  of  this  Qovemment,  to  pay  those 
debts  for  them,  it  ia  repudiation;  it  is  neglecting  to 
pay  thnnselves,   and  forcing  others  to  pay  for 
ibMi;  it  is  repudiation  combined  with  spoliation 
and  pituder,  by  a  forcible  seizure  of  the  property 
of  others,  to  discharge  obligations  they  never  con- 
tracted, and  for  which  they  are  not  liable.    But, 
iadependent  of  this,  the  proposed  assumption  com- 
mences by  repudiating  one-half  the  debt.    The 
debtf  of  the  States  bear  an  bterest  of  five;  six, 
tad  seven  per  cent  per  annum;  an'd  for  this  it  is 
propofed  to  substitute  an  interest  of  three  per  cent, 
per  annum.     What  is  this  but  repudiating  at  once 
suf-Mf  the  debt?  And  yet  this  double  repudiation, 
by  forcing  some  States  to  pay  the  debts  of  others, 
tad  expunging  at  once  one-half  the  interest,  if  ad- 
▼ocated  by  those  who  profess  to  base  their  action 
npoQ  a  horror  of  repudiation.     But  let  me  assure 
the  Senator  from  Biaryland  that  his  object  can 
iMfet  be.aoeompli8hed;  and  it  is  an  ijgnif /ehnif  and 


a  delusion—^  dream  that  can  never  be  real- 
ised. Will  the  new  States  ever  consent  that  the 
domain  within  their  limits  shall  be  mortgaged  to 
British  bankers,  to  pay  the  debts  of  other  States? 
Sir,  if  this  is  done,  what  wilf  be  the  rights  of  the 
new  States,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  within 
their  limittll  It  is  aa  incident  of  sovereignty  ap- 
pertaining to  every  sovereign  State,  to  tax  all 
property,  and  especially  all  real  estate,  within 
Its  limits.  It  matters  not  who  may  be  the  owners* 
whether  this  GtovumoMnt  or  nn  individual.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  instance, 
taxes  the  very  lands  .held  for  public  purposes,  and 
owned  by  theXikneral  Government,  within  the  lim- 
its of  that  State;  and  the  tax  is  collected  and  paid. 
What,  then,  on  the  same  prin^ple,  prevents  the 
new  fixates  firom  taxing  the  public  lands  within 
their  limitfll  Nothing  but  their  compact,  on  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  not  to  tax  these  lands— 
a  compact  which  admits  the  right  of  taxation,  and 
obtains  its  relinquishment  on  certain  conditions. 
What  are  those  conditions?  Clearly  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  these  lands  shall  con 
tinue  to  be  applied — as  they  always  had  been— 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  this  Gh>vem- 
ment.  This,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  is  ibit 
fundamental  oondition  precedent  on  the  part  of 
this  Government— the  very  consideration  of  the 
compact  not  to  tax  these  lands;  and  it  is  a  settled 
principle  of  all  law,  applying  to  all  compacts,  of 
mdividuals  or  sovereignties,  that  when  one  party 
violates  such  a  condition  of  the  compact  on  his 
part,  the  other  party  is  absolved,  and  the  compact 
annulled.  If,  then,  you  proceed  with  this  assump- 
tion based  upon  fht  sales  of  these  lands,  the  new 
States  will  have  a  perfect  r^t,  in  law  and  morals, 
to  tax  all  the  public  lands  within  their  limits— and 
they  will  do  it  Besides,  the  assumption,  in  the 
form  proposed.  Is,  in  flaict,  a  transfer  of  these  lands 
to  these  British  bankers;  they  would  be  the  real 
owners,  ind  we  but  the  trustees;  and  to  tax  these 
lands,  would  oe  to  tax  their  lands,  and  not  yours. 
If,  then,  yon  will  persist  in  this  scheme,  so  unequal 
and  unjust,  and  so  clearly  unconstitutional,  nnd 
can,  with  British  aid,  pass  such  a  law,  Mr.  Walk- 
xa  said  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  declare,  in  ad- 
vance, his  determination  never  to  relax  his  exertions 
until  the  supremacy  of  the  Oonstitution  should  be 
restored,  by  the  total  jrepeal  of  the  obnoxious 
statute. 

Mr.  BAGBT  addressed  the  Senate  for  some 
time,  but  was  not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery. 
He  was  understood  as  having  complimented  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hkhdcuson]  for 
his  vote  among  the  twenty-nine  who  passed  the 
resolutions,  which  he  had  read  from  the  journal, 
in  1839-40.  He  did  not,  however,  consider  that 
a  nnanimoos  vote  of  the  Senate;  for,  although  there 
was  only  a  record  of  the  affirmative  vote,  it  was 
very  well  known  that  many  of  the  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  then,  as  now,  shrunk  from  com- 
mitting themselves  at  all;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  some  two  or  three  of  their  party  (who,  like  the 
Senator  (torn  Mississippi,  had  the  hardihood  to 
record  their  names  with  the  twenty  •nine,)  it  was 
left  to  the  Democracy  to  enter  their  protest,  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  against  the  monstrotis  supposi- 
tion that  the  question  even  conld  be  entertained*, 
without  laying  the  foundation  for  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  He  combated  as  unfounded  the  asser- 
tion that  this  was  a  question  not  entertained  by 
the  opposite  party  until  lately;  .and'  referred  to  his 
own  inaugural  message,  as  Governor  of  Alabama  in 
1837,  in  which  he  denounced  the  incipient  proposi- 
tion in  such  terms  as,^ad  attracted  the  notice  of  n 
distinguishc»d  ediU>r,*^who,  in  commenting  on  It, 
contrasted  that  fbessage  with  the  messsges  de- 
livered to  the  Legislatures  of  thirteen  other  States, 
every  one  of  which  had  passed  over  the  subject. 

He  refened  to  the  letter  of  a  celebrated  British 
banker  to  General  Harrison,  when  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  asked,— would  any  British 
banker  have  dared  to  make  such  a  proposition  to 
General  Jackson  or  Mr.  Yen  BurenI  But  that 
letter  was  addressed  to  a  party  in  power,  which  the 
writer  considered  pledged  to  the  views  he  urged; 
and  it  was  followed  up  bj  more  definite  proposi- 
tions to  the  new  SecretaS^  of  State.  British  stock- 
jobbers and  monej-changers  then  undertook  to 
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teach  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  Imo 
of  political  and  national  morality.  Yet,  instead  of 
the  rebuke  and  repulse  their  temerity  deserved, 
their  letters  were  kindly  received,  and  they  weio 
eonrteotisly  answered  that  they  needed  no  reply* 
Could  not  the  very  same  policy  which  thenpervap 
ded  the  Cabinet,  be  deteetcd  as  now  prevailing 
here  in  relation  to  these  resoluiloa^?  It  is  the  very 
aauM  policy:  to  keep  this  question  Ik  ^Mpension— 
as  near  the  surface  as  possible — till  it  takea^]^  ^f 
the  public  mind.  If  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the  po%%r 
of  Government  in  this  matter,  why  not  come  out 
at  once  and  avow  it?  Why  conceal  any  opinion 
entertained  on  the  subject?  Those  who  denicrd  the 
power,  said  so  fearlessly;  and  not  only  denounced 
the  proposition  onoonstitadonal  grounds,  but  as,  in 
its  policy,  utterly  subversive  of  the  principles  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  tendency 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  fh>m  Maine,  touch- 
ing the  indebtedness  of  the  States,  and  the  laiignage 
in  which  that  Senator  had  expressed  himself,  that 
no  proposition  in  relation  to  their  ccmdition  was  to 
be  brought  forward  in  ikU  Congress.  He  com- 
mented, at  connderable  length,  on  the  ultimate 
issue  of  the  course  pursued  on  the  other  side,  and 
contended  that  any  evasion  of  the  direct  vote  now 
demanded  would  be  appreciated  as  it  deserved  by 
the  world. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  moved  tbia  amendment 
because  he  believed  that  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Yirginia,  having  referenoe  to 
the  policy  of  the  asstimption  of  State  debts  by  the 
General  Government,  by  means  of  the  issne  of 
Government  stock  predicated  upon  the  public 
lands,  were  not  sufficiently  specific;  because  they 
did  not  contain  a  sufficiently  explicit  negatire  to 
the  propoeed  scheme.  And  he  would  here  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  he  regarded  the  question  involved 
in  these  resolutions  as  something  more  than  a  mere 
abstract  question,  the  decision  of  which  would  be 
of  no  import— as  something  more  than  the  vague 
abstractions  of  human  reasoning,  wliich  could  pro- 
duoe  no  effect  upon  human  affisirs. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  these  resolutions,  if  voted  on, 
will  test  the  opinion  of  Senators,  acting  under  the 
highest  human  responability,  upon  a  question  of 
the  deepest  moment  to  the  whole  United  States; 
and  by  that  expression  of  opinion  they  will  be 
bound  in  future,  or  else  they  will  subject  them- 
selves to  censure  by  departing  from  it  in  their  fu- 
ture action  regarding  this  project  of  ifsoiiig  two 
hundred  millions  of  Government  stock.  If  it  were 
merely  a  question  as  to  wasting  that  much  of  the 
public  money,  it  would  be  one  of  less  importance 
than  it  now  is.  But  it  is  a  quection  involving  the 
power  of  taxation — that  power  which  is  considered 
the  supreme  power  tmder  every  form  of  goven^ 
ment,  and  upon  which  all  other  powers  are  predi- 
'  cated.  The  question  here  involved  is,  whether  you 
will  stretch  the  powerful  arm  of  this  Government 
over  the  several  States,  and  permit  it  to  engulf  in 
its  voracious  maw  all  the  taxing  power,  both  na- 
tionaland  State;  in  other  words,  it  isa  qnestion  of  ex- 
punging the  State  constitutions  and  Governments 
through  the  agenoy  of  taxation.  It  is  the  assump- 
tion of  a  power  on  the  part  of  this  Gk>vernment  which 
was  never  contemplated  by  those  who  participated 
in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  An 
abstraction,  indeed  I  Why,  von  might  say,  with 
equal  propriety,  that  the  declaration  of  Amer- 
ican independence  was  a  mere  abstraction;  inas- 
much as  that  declaration  did  not  accomplish  the 
result  which  it  contemplated,  but  imposed  the  ne- 
oesdty  of  resorting  to  arms  in  order  to  accomplish 
it.  Was  that  a  mere  abstraction?  No,  sir,  it  was 
ranked  with  the  highest  of  political  acts;  yet  it  was 
as  much  nn  abstraction  as  the  resolutions  before 
yon.  It  was  the  Senator  from  Maine  who  intro- 
duced this  all>^xciting  tcpic  and  at  a  moment 
when  Congress  is  almost  at  its  last  gasp— when  it 
is  just  about  to  expire.  It  was  that  gentleman  who 
has  thrown  this  firebrand  amongst  us— (or  a  fire- 
brand,  I  fear,  it  will  be  to  the  whole  country.  He 
spoke  with  some  degree  of  censure  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Missouri.  Why,  no- 
body dreamed  two  years  ago  of.  the  assumption 
orStato  debts  by  the  General  Government;  but  now 

we  find  it  is  openly  proclaimed  in  one  branch  of 
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the  Govemm^t,  and  adroistted  In  Aie  LtgisUtvres 
of  sevefml  of  (be  States.  It  ww  inHntted  opoa  this 
floor,  in  tbe  diseuaakm  this  moraing,  a«  twiiiga 
qaestioA  on  whiflb  tbe  Senate  would  aoon  have  to 
act  efficiently  and  wBtmmtiteif.  Tbe  idea  seems 
10  have  travelled  vMi  locomotive  rapidity.  As  lo 
the  origin  of  <A®  ^^  no  Senator  has  declared 
that  it  ^  entirely  of  British  Migin.  Perbaps  it 
ig^  not  be  altogether  of  British  odino;  perhaps 
It  may  have  originated  by  the  conjunction  of  the 
schemes  of  men  of  both  nations.  The  idea  of  tbe 
insecurity  of  American  stock?  was  first  started  by 
British  capitalists.  And  an  American  cititen,  robed 
with  senatorial  pnrple,  was  coosolted  by  them  as 
an  attomei ,  to  solire  the  qoestion.  Tbey  not  only 
entertained  some  donbts  as  to  the  security  of  those 
stocks,  but  tbey  were  looking  out  earnretty  for 
other  security,  In  order  to  render  it  safe  in  tbe 
hands  of  tbe  holders.  This  was  anterior  to  the 
last  presidential  electimi.  And  when  tbe  idea  was 
Ihvown  out,  it  was  met  by  tbe  Democratic  party 
in  the  Senate  by  a  negative  rote  upon  tbe  resolu- 
tibn  of  the  Senator  firom  Kentucky,  denying  the 
doctrine  of  assumption.  Frcm  that  ttaie,  tbe  Dem- 
ocratic party  stood  committed  against  assumpiibn, 
and  against  British  influence  in /aver  of  UFsump- 
tion.  And  f^om  that  moment  we  witnessed  tbe 
most  diabolical  attempts  to  overihrovr  the  Demo- 
cratic power  in  this  country.  We  found  the 
country  thenceforward  agitated  by  an  unseen, 
a  subterranean  element,  for  which  no  oae  could 
account.  As  soon  as  the  die  was  cast,  and 
that  piarty  was  rendered  for  the  ensuing  four 
years  powerless  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  was  then  that  the  assumption  of  State 
debts  begin  to  be  openly  proposed  by  those 
through  whose  agency  the  English  bankers  and 
capitalists  hoped  to  obtain  tbe  accomplishment  of 
that  object,  to  them  so  desirable.  Then  it  was  that 
the  counsellor  of  those  bankers,  clotbed  in  the 
ermine  of  a  Senator,  first  brought  forward  the  prop- 
osition of  assumption.  And  let  me  tell  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side,  that  I,  for  one,  fatly  expect  ^ 
to  find  tbe  same  hidden  eleinents,  the  same  secret 
agency,  entering  into  the  approaching  contest  for 
the  jpvemment  of  this  country.  I  fully  believe 
that  English  capitalists,  who  have  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  property  depending,  as  they 
suppose,  up6n  the  ascendency  of  one  of  the  political 
parties  in  this  country  over  the  other;  that  they, 
nerehants  as  they  are,  and  therefore  vigilant 
when  money  is  at  stake,  will  not  permit  the  same 
Democratic  party,  with  the  resolutions  which  they 
passf  d  two  years  ago  still  standing  upon  the  record, 
to  come  into  power;  for,  in  such  a  case,  the  as- 
sumption of  State  debts  would  be  rendered  entirely 
hopeless.  And  I  now  predict,  contrary  to  tbe 
general  opinion  which  prevails  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  influence  which  is  to  be  rewarded  by  the 
assumption  of  State  debts  will  be  at  work  upon 
the  public  mind,  and  that  it  will  create  the  most 
severe  and>tcrrible  sirugftle  at  the  next  presiden- 
tial election,  that  ever  endangered  the  harmony  of 
the  people  of  this,  country.  The  election  will  not 
pass  off  as  did  the  last.  And  though  gentlemen  on 
tbe  other  side  do  not,  I  am  sure,  desire  ^ueh  a 
state  of  things,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  all 
the  politicians  of  the  whole  counury  to  lavoid  or 
resist  this  secret,  all- pervading  infloence,  which 
'  two  hundred  mfllions  of  perilled  capital  can  exer- 
cise in  a  country  such  as  ours. 

Sir,  I  have  expressed  my  opinions  two  or  three 
times  already  upon  this  question  of  the  assumption 
of  State  debts.  I  have  spoken  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  State  in  debt;  and  I  have  not  spoken 
in  a  whisper,  nor  have  I  spoken  in  jest.  I  have 
spoken  earnestly  and  openly,  both  here  and  upon 
the  rostrum,  amid  tbe  assemblages  of  the  sovereign 
people.  My  sentiments  are  known.  They  are  not 
new;  nor  have  I  been  disposed  to  save  mjself,  by 
shrinking  from  responsibility,  as  I  had  every  in- 
ducement to  do,  did  I  entertain  a  fear  of  being 
rebukfd  by  tbe  voice  of  the  people  of  an  indebted 
State.  No,  sir.  I  have  fearlessly  expressed  my 
Tiews;  and  if  I  have  expressed  them  strongly,  it  is 
because  my  convictions  are  strong.  And  I  am 
one,  at  least,  who  utters  nothing  but  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  true;  and  who  utters  what  he  so  be- 
lieves, regardless  of  all  consequences  that  may 
laeult  to  him»elfy  individually. 


Yes,  these  resolutions  will  do  much — tbey  will 
show  10  tbe  country  whaJt  are  the  rentiments  of 
her  public  men.  lif  the  gentl'*man  from  Maine, 
with  his  staading  in  this  b^y  and  before  ibe  coun- 
try, as  one  of  tbe  leading  lights  of  tb^  Whig  party, 
would  declare  it  to  be  bis  opinion  tliat  the  Qovern- 
aaent  possesses  no  power  to  pay  (he  debts  of  the 
States;  and  that,  if  we  did  p^esess  tbe^pewer^it 
would  t>e  highly  impolitictodo  so;— if  hf  would  thus 
out  off  the  hopes  ot  the  British  capitalists,  be  would 
accomplish  two  Mnpertant  obj^Ms.  S^ouid  |us 
example  be  folbwed  by  the  able  men  of  his  party, 
be  will  have  accomplished  ibe  great  object  of 
turning  the  attention  of  the  Stales  to  tbe  msans  of 
their  own  relief;  and  he  will  have  accopipUahad 
another  important  object,  .namely:  warning .  the 
country  against  the  exercise  of  British  infinemee 
upon  American  politics  in  the  struggle  of  18i4. 
Without  this,  that  influence  is  as  natural  And 
certain  as  the  succession  of  one  day  toano  her. 

And  1  desire  to  proclaim  it  now,  that,  if  the  Qm- 
emment  do  not  take  a  decided  and  nneqaivocal 
stand  upon  this  question,  and  say  to  these  scrip 
holders.  You  have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  elth<^ 
party,  be  the  result  of  the  election  what  it  may;-^if, 
msteaid  of  saying  this,  you  continue  to  stand  in  an 
ambiguous  position,  this  moneyed  iniluence  will 
be  brought  to  bear — will  unqaesiionably  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  country,  and  to  contaminate  the 
freedom  of  our  elections.  Does  any  man  believe 
that  the  Democracy  of  this  country-^tbe  pulsations 
of  whose  patriotic  hearts  are  felt  to  the  extremities  . 
of  the  Union — dpes  any  one  suppo&e  they  will  al- 
low such  a  law  to  remain  unrepealed)  No,  sir; 
we  give  yon  warning  in  advance.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
do  an  act  which  will  tend  more  to  establish  tbe 
honor  and  credit  of  this  country,  and  to  ward  off 
the  ins:dious  influences  of  foreign  capitalists,  than 
by  the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  Believing  this, 
I  shaU  continue  to  press  upon  the  Senate  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  a  specific  vote. 

The  question  then  came  op  on  Mr.  Conrad's 
motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  WALKER  renewed  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nayr,  which  were  ordered. 

Tbe  vote  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  32,  as  fol- 
io we: 

YEAB— MM§n.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Clieate,  Conrad,  Orafta,  Crittenden,  Erans,  Graham,  RuDting* 
ton,  Mangam,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Smith  of  ladiana, 
Sprague,  and  Tallmadce — 19. 

NAYS— Meaers.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoan, 
FuIton,HeiKleraon,  King,  Linn,  McDuflae,  McRoberta,  Phelpe, 
RireiL  Smith  of  Conoeclieqt,  Sturgeon,  Tappao,  Walker,  Wil- 
cox, Williame,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 22. 

The  question  next  came  op  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  till  to-morrow;  which  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  count.  « 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  tern,  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  tbe  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolntidn  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14  h  inst.,  a  sialement  showing 
that  tbe  receipts  from  customs  for  the  month  of 
January  was  t^  13,700:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  communication 
from  tbe  Treasury  Department,  transmitting  a  re- 
port from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Laod 
Office,  on  the  subject  of  the  surveys,  dbc.  of  tbe  pub- 
lic laiids  ia  Louisiana;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
EVANS,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  in  relation  to  tbe 
lands  sold  in  tbe  Qreensbunc  (late  St.  Helena) 
land  district,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  read,  and  re« 
ferred  to  appropriate  committees;  among  them 
Hou^e  bill  548,  for  the  redaction  of  the  pay  to 
members  of  Congress,  aad  civil,  military,  and  na- 
val officers.  Oq  tbe  question  of  reference  of  ihe 
r<  iienebing  bill,  some  doubt  seeming  to  arise  as  to 
iSe  appropriate  committee, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  Ibat  tbe  Committee 
on  Retrenchment  would  be  tbe  proper  committee. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  an  amendment,  to  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 


The  question  was  Ar«t  taken  on  Mr.  Biaabw^ 
motion;  and  there  appeared  to  b^for  it,  15;  against 
it,  13.  But  a  fresh  count  being  demanded,  tbe  nio- 
tion  was  negatived— ayes  17,  noes  18. 

So  tbe  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment—ayes 34.  noes  not  counted. 

•  The  bill  to  indemnify  Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  JadN 
son  for  damages  sustained  In  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duty,  chtne  uf  In  order  as  in  committee  of 
tbe  wbde,  gn  the  amendment  of  the  Comoutteeon 
the  Judiciary. 

The  biii  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Madam  De 
Lfsser  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 

Mr,  UNN  called  for  ihe  jeas  and  nays  9n  the 
aiiendment;  which  yiix^  droerej. 

Mr.  fiERJUKC^  remarked  tfaat  it  was  too  Inte  an 
pour  to  commejice  the  ccnsidcration  of  the  bilL 
The  Senate  was  tbin,  and  he  suggested  the  proprie- 
ty of  its  postponement  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  fJlNN  was  desirous  to  press  action  on  the 
biU  at  once.  It  bad  been  the  unfinished  business 
from  di^  10  day  for  sofue  time,  and  he  could  not 
consent  to  give  it  the  f  o-by  any  longer,  or  give 
other  business  the  prec^ence  over  it.  He  thought 
lie  could  occupy  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  giving 
many  reasons  why  tbe  substitute  for  tbe  bill,  re- 
ported bv  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  should 
not  be  adopted. 

Several  suggestions  were  made  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  tbe  bill  for  this  day,  to  which  Mr.  L.  re- 
fused to  yield;  but  at  last  he  yielded  tbe  floor  to 
Mr.  MOREHEAD,  on  whose  motion 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thdbsoat,  Fcbtuary  16, 184S. 

The  journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  READ  moved  to  amend  it  by  lAsertuig  his 
resolution  c«  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  which  was 
copied  in  one  part  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday; 
but,  on  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOS.  R.  INGERSOLL,  a  ver- 
bal amendment  was  made  to  the  jonmaL 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  tbe  petition  of  SaMi- 
van  Green  aad  80  other  shipmasters  and  merehaats 
of  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  praying  Congress  for  an  ap- 
propriation to  improve  tbe  navigation  of  Deer  Isle 
thoroughfare;  which  was  referred  to  the  Goauait- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  a  peUHoo, 
signed  by  110  persons  in  .the  town  of  Racine,  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconiin,  asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
granting  to  tbe  schcol  Qommissiooert  of  the  town 
of  Racine  the  power  of  giving  durable  leases  on 
the  lands  of  the  school  section  belonging  to  said 
town. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  to  the  gendeana 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  J.  P.  KxMiftnT]  that  his  Mtt 
on  tbe  subject  of  reoiprocity  treaties  was  the  isgu- 
lar  order  of  b\isiness,  and  would  be  called  up  thtn, 
unless  he  consented  to  waive  it  for  an  hour,  to  per- 
mit the  reception  of  reports  of  committees. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  assenting,  and  by  genenl  eon- 
sent,  the  standing  committees  were  caliea  on  for 
reports;  and  the  following  were  made: 

LETTERS  TO  TEXAS. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  tbe  Comfltttee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Postmaster  General  to  require  tbe  postage  on 
letters  directed  to  Texas  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  that  this  bill  was  reported  in 
consequence  of  a  proposition  from  the  Govero- 
roent  of  Texas  for  an  arrangement  on  the  sub- 

jec'. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  second  readiagof 
the  bill;  and  tbe  question  on  printing  was  put,  aad 
carried. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  tbe  rame  commiuee,  report- 
ed, with  amendments,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon 
the  mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  firasds 
upon  the  revenues  of  the  Po?t  Office  Department. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  tbe  Con- 
mittee  on  the  Pest  Office  aad  Post  Roads,  repontd 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Jenkins. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe  men- 
bers  of  the  bar  of  East  Tennessee,  praying  Coa 
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^rets  to  cbaAge  the  lime  of  b«ldiDg  ihe  United 
tei  coon  at  Knoxrille  from  the  first  Mondays 
9ibj  and  November  to  the  third  Mondays  of 
pril  and  October;  wbicb  was  r«lerred  to  the  Com 

on  ibe  Jadiciary. 
Mr.  ANDREW  KENNEDY,  from  the  ,Com- 

nuttee  on  tiie  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported 

m   bill  for  the  relief  of  SaUmarftb  and  Overton; 

'^rfaicb  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
AiTairFy'^ported  a  bill  to  divide  the  Unt- 
ied States  into  two  military  districts;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
'^Vhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PENDLETON,  the  same 
committee  was  dischargid  from  ihe  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  resoiation  directing  them  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Ma- 
jor General  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

OT.  AUGUSTINE. 

Bftr.  STANLY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  anthorlze  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
parchaae  a  lot  of  gronnd  in  the  town  of  St.  Angns- 
line,  Florida;  whidi  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Natal 
Alfairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wolfenden;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ob  moUon  by  Mr.  STANLY,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  bill;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  oc- 
cupation and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
and  for  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  the  same,  together  with  the  House  bill  on  the 
same  sabject,  reported  them  without  amendment, 
with  the  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Commitee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  the  following  bilb; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  committed: 
A  bill.allowing  a  pension  to  Ebenezer  Dewey. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rose. 
A  bill  allowing  a  pension  to  Frederick  Hopkins. 
He  also  made  several  adverse  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  an  extension  of  the  pension  laws. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P. 
Sbbnyler;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ccmmitied. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  Committee  on  invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Richard  B.  Bramfieid. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  purehase 
of  water-rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  navy;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 
He  also  snbmilted  a  joint  resolution,  atthoriziog 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made 
of  certain  portions  of  Grand  and  Spring  rivers; 
whi^  ^as  read  twice,  and  ccmmitted. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  rrport  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Horace  B.  Abby. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  the  following  three  several 
bills,  which  were  lead  twice  and  committed: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  of  certain 
buoys,  and  spiadLs,  and  fog  bells,  for  the  safety  of 
nav^uion. 

A  bill  aothbriz'ng  the  erection  of  certain  lights 
bouses  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  16449 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  survey  and  examination 
of  sites  for  liaht-houses  and  lieht-boat?. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pennons,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions 
of  John  Bull,  jr.,  Simon  Kenton,  John  Dixon, 
Christopher  Lambert,  John  Owen,  Empson  Ham- 
ilton,  and  Sarah  Pratt. 

Mr.  THOMAS  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the 
Gomujittee  on  Commerce,  made  an  adverse  report 
Qpon  the  memorial  of  Charles  H.  Russell  and 
C&arlea  Potter.  " 


Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
J.  Eper  Cowan,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  Aatoine 
Ya^ques  and  others;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  moved  that  the  bill  to  establish  a  ware- 
housing system  be  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, with  the  understanding  that  it  l>e  disposed 
of  during  the  day. 

Mr.  PICKENS  ^aid  he  h«ped  no  such  agree- 
ment would  be  made  by  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  expressed  his  intention 
to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  but,  after  a  few 
words  of  conversation  between  him  and  the  Speak- 
er, the  subject  dropped. 

Mr.  A.  RANDALL  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Maine  relative  to  the  effects  of  foreign  treaties, 
and  that  the  same  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BURKE,  it  was  ordered 
that  Jesse  Roberts  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition and  accompanying  papers  fVom  the  files  of 
the  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STOKELY,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  what  amendments 
are  neceisary  and  proper  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  insure  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
arms  of  the  United  States  distributed  to  the  militia 
of  the  several  States;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  RENCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Murphy,*'  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House.       

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ROOSEVELT,  it  was 

ResolvBd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  inform  this 
Hoaae  ai  what  thna  an  answer  may  l>e  expected  to  the  reaolo- 


Uon  adopted  cache  6(h  day  of  Aocint  laat,  oaJliaf  npoo  him  to 
famiah  thia  Houae  with  copiea  i>rihe  quarterly  accounta  of  the 
collectora,  naval  officers,  and  enrveyor  of  the  port  of  New 


York,  required  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1811,  of  moneys  reeeiTed 
by  tnem  jeapactiyely  for  forfettorea,  renta,  compromiaaa, 
Ac 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  Eubmitted  the  following  reso- 

lutiont 

Heiolvsdy  That,  in  all  future  pubUcatioiM  of  the  Army  and 
Na^  Reglater  of  the  United  Biates.  there  shall  t>e  aflixad, 
opposite  the  name  of  each  person  pnbliahed  therein,  in  separate 
oolamoa,  the  annaal  pay  of  aaeh  officer  or  person,  the  amount 
paid  him  lor  rations,  serTinta,  and  foiaf  a,  and  the  groes  amoant 
paid  or  allowed  him  in  all  respects  far  and  on  hia  account,  and 
fbr  and  during  the  year  preceding  such  publication. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

U.  S.  SaUADRONS  ON  FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Mr.  BURNELL  submitted  the  following  leso-^- 

Itttion:  •  * 

Retolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  be,  and  he  hereby 
if,  directed  to  report  to  thia  Hooae,  at  the  next  seasioo  of  Con- 
gress, a  statement  of  the  several  vessels  composing  the  squad* 
rone  ofthe  ITnited  States  for  the  last  six  years,  toeetber  with  the 
aamea  of  the  commanders  of  such  squadrons,  and  the  i^ucne  of 
the  otBcer  commandiag  each  vessel  of*  every  squadron.  Alao, 
the  foreign  ports  which  each  vessel  has  entered  during  the  time 
of  her  remaining  on  Iter  station,  or  while  proceeding  to  it,  and 
die  lime  which  ahe  remained  in  each  of  said  ports;  and  where 
the  public  service  hanbeen  a  cause  of  nnnsaai  detention,  that 
lie  state  the  same;  aad,  alao,  whether,  in  his  opinion,  any  such 
venela  have  remained  unnecessarily  long  In  foreign  pom; 
whether  the^AttentioQ  of  the  commander  of  any  squadron  has, 
in  all  aiTch  cases,  been  called  thereto;  what  such  cases  have 
been,  and  what  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  relation  to 
them;  and  that  hereafter  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  report  to 
tills  House  annually,  at  the  commencement  of  each  sesMon  of 
Congress,  a  statement,  as  above,  applicable  to  the  current 
year. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  ta  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
Itttion. 

Mr.  BURNELL  said,  if  he  could  hare  the  op> 
portunity  to  explain,  he  thought  the  House  would 
adopt  the  resolution*  It  called  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Con* 
gress,  on  a  subject  upon  which  the  country  had 
been  held  in  almost  total  ignorance. 

Mr.  WISE  called  the  gentleman  to  order— the 
resolution  not  being  debatable,  as  it  bad. been  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  BURNELL  continued  to  explain.  He  said 
he  was  oaUinjs  for  information  a  year  hence. 


Mr.  WISE  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BURNELL  said  be  was  only  following  the 
example  ©f  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  bimaelf.' 

Mr.  WISE  demanded  when  be  had  set  him  the 
example? 

The  two  gentlemen  sat  down,  making  mutual 
explanations,  and  the  subject  went  •v^r. 

Mr.  BURNELL,  howerer,  rose  agaiB4a  a  tbMt 
time,  and  nioTed  a  suspeasion  of  the  rules  tei  t|ie 
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reception  ef  that  resoiation.      \ 
The  question  was  taken,  and  Vhe 
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THE  SOMERS  CASE. 
Mr.  SNYDER  submitted  the  following   res- 
olution: 

ReMolvedy  That  the  (<ommittea  on  the  Jadiciary  Inquire 
whether  Samael  R.  Betts,  district  judge  of  tt>e  United  StaOa 
for  theaoutham  diatrictof  New  York,  refoaed  to  aotartain  a 
complaint  of  murder,  alleged  to  have  been  committed  oa  the 
high  aeas»  upon  the  gcound  (hat  he  had  other  buslneas  of  a  civil 
nature  to  occupy  Ins  time;  and  to  report  to  tliia  Houae  the 
proper  proceedmgs  tote  talten  on  the  oacaajop. 

Mr.  SNYDER  sent  up  to  the  Clerks  table  the 
following  communication  of  Judge  Belts,  to  be 
read  to  the  House: 

• 

'^Application  is  renewed,  before  me  this  avening* 
on  the  affidavit  of  Margaret  E.  Cromwell,  for  a  war- 
rant to  arrest  Commander  Mackenzie  and  Lieutenant 
Gansevoort,  for  illegal  homicide,  committed  by 
them  on  board  the  United  States  brig-of-war 
Somers,  on  the  high  seas,  on  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember last,  in  putting  to  death  Philip  Spencer, 
Samuel  Cromwell,  and  Blisha  Small. 

"Without  scanning  the  allegations  upon  which 
process  is  demanded  on  this  second  application,  or 
at  all  entering  into  the  inquiry  as  to  Uit  fomm 
properly  having  cognizance  of  the  charges;  and  . 
supposing  that  no  question  was  involTed  as  to  the 
competency  ofthe  civil  courts  to  take  jurisdiction 
of  the  matter,  or  of  the  fitness  of  their  so  doing,  I 
do  not  feel  that  the  complaint  is  one  that  I  ought 
to  entertain  and  investigate  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

"By  the  act  of  September  94,  1789,  section  33, 
Congress  authorized  a  justice  or  judge  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  or  any  judge  or  justice 
of  the*  peace  of  the  State,  to  cauf  e  any  person  ac- 
cused of  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  to  be  arrested,  committed,  or  bailed,  as  the 
case  might  reqnire. 

"The  act  of  Congress  of  d3d  August,  1841,  ex- 
tended the  like  authority  to  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  circuit  court. 

"There  are  a  large  number  of  offic^^rs  resident  in 
this  city  and  Kings  county,  who  have  eqnal  aa- 
thority  to  institute  and  entertain  these  proceedings 
with  the  judges  of  the  United  States  eoitrta. 

"The  judicial  business  of  the  district  courts  of 
thia  district,  including  the  administration  of  the 
ba^^rupt  act,  is,  by  various  acts  of  Congress,  as- 
signed to  the  district  judges  exclusively.  It  is  no- 
torious tl;iat  these  ministerial  duties  absorb  the  en- 
tire time  of  the  district  judge  of  this  district,  and 
that  he  has  not  been  able,  sioce  the  Ist  of  February 
last,  to  devote  any  portion  of  his  time  out  of  conit 
to  cases  of  criminal  complaints,  every  one  o^ 
which  has  necessarily  been  first  brought  before  and 
parsed  upon  by  some  other  of  the  above  author- 
ized officers.  Nor  has  he  been  able  to  sit  with  the 
circuit  judge  in  court  during  that  period,  except  in 
a  few  cases  requiring  indi8pensaj!>ly  the  presence 
of  both  judges. 

"It  is  most  manifest,  from  the  details  given  in  the 
affidavit  of  Mr^.  Cromwell,  that  if  the  civil  magis- 
trate takes  cognizance  of  this  complaint,  he  must 
necessarily  go  into  a  particular  examination  of  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  attendant  npon  the 
homicide,  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  a  case  for  com« 
mitment;  and  if  so,  whether  bail  can  be  allowed,  md 
nnder  what  terms. 

"The  affidavit  slates  that  the  naval  court  of  in- 
quiry has  been  employed  from  day  to  day  in  exam- 
ining witnesses  in  relation  to  this  matter,  from  the 
30ih  day  of  December  last  te  this  day:  and,  al- 
though some  greater  despatch  might  probably  be 
attained  before  a  civil  magistrate,  in  the  mere  ex- 
amination of  witnesses;  yet,  as  the  prosfcntrix  has 
employed  private  counsel,  and  prays  to  be  beard 
by  them;  and  as,  doubtless,  in  case  of  any  pro- 
ceeding, counsel  will  be  allowed  the  accused,— the 
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disposition  of  qnesUons  of  erideooe,  and  other 
points  ificideDt  to  like  ezamiDations,  may  reasona- 
biy  be  expected  to  eonsame  an  amonnt  of  time 
eqaivalent  to  what  ean  be  saved  by  the  greater  ex- 
pedition of  a  single  magistrate  in  taking  proofs. 

^'This  would  ^#0oniingly  compel  me  to  suspend 
thebusinev  «^v  preraing  upon  the  court  for  a  pe- 
riod •f  ^0  or  three  weeks,  and  devote  that  length 
^  iitne  to  the  hearing  of  these  charges. 

"It  was,  no  doubt,  a  mottre  of  weight  with  Con- 
gress, in  cMiferribg  power  on  so  many  officers  to 
take  preliminary  examinations  on  criminal  charges, 
to  leave  the  judges  of  the  United  States  courts 
free  to  devote  themselves  to  other  duties  exclusive- 
ly allotted  to  ihem. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  I  return  the  papers 
sobmitied  me  to  the  prosecntiiz. 

(Sfinied)  .  "SAM*L  R.  BETT3." 

"Niw  York, 

Thursday  evening,  Jan.  19,  1843.'' 

Mr.  SNYDER  desired  also  to  have  read  the  let- 
ter  of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler;  bat  objection  was 
made.    He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  rejected — 
ayes  30,  noes  not  counted. 

The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to: 

TUAL  OF  COMMANDER  MACKENZIE. 
FouBTH  Day— FsBRUABir  4. 

Before  the  coart-mertlal  resumed  Its  proceedings  this  morn* 
ing,  BeojemtD  F.  Batler,  eeq  ,*  luul  a  lenethv  convereation  with 
the  judge  adtocate,  and  afterwardi  aeated  bimseir  at  one  of  the 
fllde>tablea,  prepared  to  take  netee  of  the  proceedings 

All  the  members  of  the  court  ?rere  present  at  11  o'clock, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Smith,  who  is  seriously  lodis* 
poead. 

The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  a  distinguished  member  of  the  New  Yurk 
bar;  and,  as  it  contained  nothing  improper,  he  would  lay  it  be. 
Ibre  the  court. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  upwaide  of  an  hour.  After 
our  readmission,  the  judge  adrocate  read  the  following  docu- 
menu 

**The  undersigDed  beg  to  state  that  they  have  been  employed 
by  the  relatives  of  acting  midshipman  Philip  Spencer,  (one  of 
the  persons  for  the  murder  of  whom  Commander  MackenKie  is 
cm  trial,)  to  attend  iliis  trtaU,  and  take  part  therein  as  counsel,  if 
permitted  by  the  court.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  moM  re* 
SpectfuUy  request  that  they  may  be  permitted,  as  such  counsel, 
to  tM  present;  to  examine  and  croes-examine  the  witneesee  pro* 
diiced,  by  propounding  such  questions  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  court;  and  to  olTer,  from  time  to  time,  such  suggestions  in 
relation  toHhe  proceedings,  and  to  present  such  comments  on 
the  testimony  when  concluded,  (subject  to  the  like  approbation 
of  the  court,)  as  they  may  deem  neceesary. 

"The  undersigned  respectfully  o0er  their  opinion,  that  the 
court  possesses  fuU  power  to  do  so;  and  that  the  nature  of  the 
investigation  to  be  had,  and  the  interest  naturally  and  justly  felt 
tlierein  by  tlioee  for  whom  they  appear,  render  it  proper  tlutt 
the  same  stiould  be  granted  by  the  court. 

"BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 
"CHARLES  O'CONNOR. 

••NBir  You,  Februanr  4, 1843  " 

The  Judge  Advocate:  I  am  ordered  to  read  the  following  de- 
cision: 

"The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  above  communication  be 

1)1aeed  on  the  record,  and  decide  that  the  application  contained 
nil  be  not  granted." 

The  l^ealdent:  The  court  standi  adjourned  till  Monday  at  11 
o'clock. 
Thecourt  accordingly  adjourned. 

MINT  AT  DAULONEGA. 

llr.  M.  A.  COOPER  asked  the  favor  of  the 
House  to  take  op  and  pass  the  bill  which  he  had 
introduced,  entitled  **A  bill  explanatory  of  the  act 
establishing  a  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia, 
and  regulating  and  definiog  the  duties  of  assayer 
and  coiner  of  said  mint." 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  sUted  that  the  director 
of  the  Pbiladelpbia  mint  wrote  to  him  some  time 
since,  expressing  great  solicitude  about  this  bill, 
and  desiring  to  know  its  provisions.  He  (Mr.  I.) 
enclosed  the  director  a  copy  of  the  bill,  but  had 
not  yet  heard  from  him  on  the  subject.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  further  in- 
formation before  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  urged. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  said  no  one  would  have 
any  objection  to  this  bill.  lis  object  was  merely  to 
define  the  doties  of  assayer  and  coiner,  which  are 
now  aseii^ned  by  the  director  of  the  mint. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

OCRACOKE  MARINE  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WASHINGTON,  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  marine  hospital  at  Oeracoke, 
N.  C,  (reappropriating  |10,000  to  that  institotioUj) 
was  taken  up. 

No  objection  having  been  made,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  a  third 
time  and  paaaed. 


ELECTIONS  10  THE  NEXF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBEX.L  f  aid  be  would  make  an- 
other attempt  to  have  his  bill  (No.  649)  taken  up— 
to  suspend  the  operation,  for  two  years,  ofihe  second 
section  of  the  act  of  1843,  apportioning  the  repre- 
sentatives to  Congre^  among  the  several  States. 
[The  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  repeal  the  clause 
by  which  the  States  are  directed  to  elect  members 
from  single  districts  in  every  State.] 

Mr.  PILLMOflB  objected  to  having  any  special 
day  set  apart  far  any  bill  like  this,  when  so  many 
appropriation  bills  remained  undisposed  of.  If, 
however,  this  bill  was  to  be  taken  up,  he  wished 
another  bill,  (651,)  "regulating  the  manner  of  ta- 
king testimony  in  contested  elections,''  to  be  acted 
on  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  which  he  had  referred  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee from  the  second  named  bill  above  mentioned. 

The  motions  were  severally  put  and  carried. 

PRECEDENCE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  having  obtained  the  floor— 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  subject  (reciprocity 
treaties)  assigned  as  a  special  order  for  yesterday, 
was  entitled  to  come  up  and  have  precedence  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would;  having  beei^called 
up  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Kxn- 
MKDv]  jQst  before  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  was  called  up,  but  no  action 
taken  on  it  by  the  House. 

Bir.  PICKENS,  regarding  this  as  an  important 
point,  wished  to  have  it  decided.  When  so  many 
important  bills  remained  undecided— the  army  bill, 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  the  exchequer  bill— 
he  wished  to  see  if  it  was  the  will  of  the  House  to 
pat  them  aside,  for  measures  of  a  partial  interest. 
It  often  happened  that  days  were  set  apart  for  the 
transaction  of  Telrritorial  and  District  business, 
which  was  not  taken  up;  yet  no  one  claimed  that 
it  should  go  over  from  day  to  day,  and  have  pre- 
cedence. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  to  assign  a  day  to 
Territorial  or  District  business  generally,  was  dif- 
ferent from  assigning  a  day  to  the  consideration  of 
a  particular  bill.  Should  the  House  specify  the 
the  bills  which  were  to  be  acted  on,  whenever  it  as- 
signed a  day  for  Territorial  or  District  business,  snch 
bUls  would,  of  course,  have  precedence  from  day 
to  day,  until  disposed  of;  but  such  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  be  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  KainiBor]  as  call- 
ing op  his  joint  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land did  call  it  up,  as  the  journal  showed. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  tMr.  Pickkns] 
from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  judgment 
was  sustained.  

On  motion,  of  Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  respect- 
ing the  organization  of  the  army,  and  for  oiher 
purposes. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  Ck)mmiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Tilunq- 
BAST  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  following  joint 
resolutioo: 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  concerning  the  termination  of  certain 

commercial  treaties. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  q,f  Representativea  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
Tliat  the  Pre^dent  of  ihe  United  States  l)e,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested, whenever  he  ^all  deem  it  compatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  make  known  to  the  Governments  of  Denmark,  8i»e« 
den,  the  HanMatic  republics,  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Russia,  in 
conloimity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  existing  commercial 
treaties  between  said  Goreinments  and  the  United  States,  the 
desire  and  intention  of  this  Government  to  terminate  such  com- 
mercial treaties  now  in  force  between  said  Governments  and 
the  United  Slates  as  have  contracted  to  allow  the  parties  there* 
to  to  import  on  equal  terms,  as  recards  duties  on  merchandise 
and  tonna^  each  into  the  pons  ofthe  other,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  other  than  those  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  nation  in  whose  reasels  the  same  are 
borne. 

Sbo.3.  And  ^U/ktrtherreiQtvi^ThMXtln  all  future  no* 


gotiatloM  which  may  Im  opaoad  widi  th*  aforaaatd  €ofec» 
ments,  or  with  any  other,  itia  the  poU^  of  the  UoiMd  iiBiai 
to  confine  the  privilege  of  reciprocal  ioportatioo.  oo  sgnil 
terms  aa  to  coods  and  shipping,  to  goods,  wares,  and  nmtm- 
diss  the  product  of  the  countries  from  wbenosv  and  In  whflB 
ships,  they  are  imported,  or  the  produa  of  such  contigvov 
countries  thereto  aa  usually  cany  on  ihetr  fonigo  oonoM 
through  the  ports  of  the  same. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  addresKd  th9  eommitlee 
length,  explaining  the  object  of  the  reaolution, 
reviewing  our  commercial  treaties  geuerally. 

Mr.  McKEON  next  addressed  the  committee  oa 
the  subject  of  the  bill;  but  be  expressed  his  appre- 
hension that  there  was  scarcely  time  to  effect 
much  good  legislation  thereon  at  the  present  s«»- 
sion.  He  then  went  at  length  into  the  broad 
qurstion. 

Mr.  CUSHINa  followed  in  advocacy  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  aext  took  part  in  the  discoi- 
sion,  and  submitted  an  addition  as  an  amendmen, 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Maiyland,  [Mr.  J.  P.  Kehnedt,] 
by  his  resolution,  which  was  then  under  considera- 
tion, only  proposed  to  protect  the  navigating  inter- 
ests; and  he  proceeded  to  explain  and  advocate  las 
amendment.  He  admitted  that  be  eonaideradit 
too  late  to  effect  much  at  this  advanced  period  of 
the  session;  and  that  he  had  mainly  risen,  tlierefore, 
to  call  attentiou  to  the  subject;  and  be  hoped  his 
amendment  would  be  printed,  that  it  might  be  con- 
sidered preparatory  to  future  legislation. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  committee  to  report 
these  resolutions  to  the  House,  that  they  mi^t  be 
brought  under  its  control  and  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  appealed  to  his  colleague  to 
to  allow  him  to  make  some  remarks  in  committee; 
and  he  appealed  to  him  more  particularly  on  the 
ground  that  he  did  not  often  trouble  the  House, 
and  would  iM>t  now,  were  it  not  that  he  considered 
this  a  subject  of  particular  importance. 

Mr.  FlLLiMORE  said  he  had  simply  risen  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House;  and  with  that  he  con- 
sidered he  had  discharged  his  duty.  He  begged  to  re- 
mind gentlemen  that  most  of  the  appropriation  tulh 
remained  to  be  acted  upon — and  appropriation  bills 
of  a  most  important  character,  including  one  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affisiri^  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  treaty,  and  other  bOli  of 
great  interest  to  the  country;  amongst  which  there 
was  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  warehousing  system, 
while  there  were  but  13  working  days  of  tlM  session 
remaining.  It  was  indispensable,  therefore,  that 
this  subject  should  be  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  said  it  was  very  aeMom  that 
he  troubled  the  House;  but  he  must  ask  the  privi- 
lege of  doing  so  now.  He  then  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss the  general  principles  involved  in  the  resolu- 
tions, illustrating  his  positions  by  numerons  refer- 
ences, and  treating  the  subject  in  an  elaborate  and 
argumentative  manner. 

After  Mr.  BaawBTsn  had  conduded  his  re- 
marks, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  eominiitee 
rise,  in«order  that  he  might  make  a  motion  to  dk- 
oharge  it  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subjecL  It  was  apfftirent  to  all,  that  this  reaola- 
tion  could  not  be  passed,  or  sufficiently  diacusscd, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session;  and  that  it  de- 
layed the  action  of  the  House  on  objects  of  indi»> 
pensable  necessity.  Mr.  F.,  however,  withdrew 
his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut,  who,  after  a 
few  remarks,  renewed  the  motion,  and  the  com- 
mittee rote  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved  to  disdiarge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  eonsiden- 
tion  of  the  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UIJDERWOOD  offered  a  resolution  diiect- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  re- 
port to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inspection  laws  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

AAer  the  reading  and  reference  of  stTcral  com- 
munications from  the  Executive  Departments,  the 
following  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred: 

The  bill  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Assist- 
ant Postmasters  General. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Census;  and 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock 
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krU  hy  the  Uoited  States  In  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  ComptnT  to  the  State  of  Maiyland,  and 
the  cities  of  Washington, '  (Georgetown,  and  Al- 
ez«ndrta,  on  certain  conditions. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SBNATJS. 
FanuT,  Febrnary  17,  1843. 

Mr.  CuTHxiaT,  Senator  from  Georgia,  appeared 
in  his  seat  to-day. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeiing  of  the  Cbamljer  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  in  reference  to  the  bill  which  eame  to  this 
body  from  the  House  of  Representative?,  proposing 
m  reduction  of  the  number  of  officers  and  others 
employed  in  tlie  custom-house  of  New  York  city. 
Mr.  W.  remarked  that  this  meeiing  of  tbe  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  was  held  on  the  14th  instant. 
Tbcy  unanimously  adopted  a  report  at  that  meet- 
ings a  copy  of  which  he  now  presented.  It  em* 
bodied,  in  an  extended  form,  the  Tiews  of  the 
merdiants  of  that  city  as  to  the  wants  of  commerce 
and  business  there,  according  to  their  eiperience. 
He  was  ezoeediogly  desirous  that  the  statements  in 
this  report  should  be  read  by  Senators  before  the 
bill  sfaonld  be  acted  upon;  and,  with  that  view,  he 
propoaed  to  make  the  motion  that  it  be  printed;  and 
be  hoped  the  Senate  would  indulge  him  by  giving 
their  unanimous  consent  for  that  purpose,  to  do 
away  with  the  necessity  for  the  reference  of  the 
motion  to  the  Committee  on  Printing^  and,  as 
another  inducement  for  that  course,  he  remarked 
that  dw  Committee  on  Commerce,  who  had  unan- 
imously reported  favorably  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  (at  .a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  which  he 
was  not  present,)  had  since  instructed  their  chair- 
man to  move  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  to  that 
committee. 

The  memorial  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  statement  of  the  busi« 
ness  of  the  port  of  New  York  bv  a  comparison  of 
the  years  1836,  1837,  and  1828,  with  the  years 
1839,  1840,  and  1841.  TIb  statement  (said  Mr. 
W.)  contained  information  valuable  to  the  Senate, 
wwe  acting  on  this  bill.  He  therefore  moved 
that  it  be  printed^  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  had  been  directed 
l^  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  reduce  the  number  and 
compensation  of  the  officers  and  others  employed 
in  the  port  of  New  York;  and,  with  that  view,  on 
his  motioDi  the  above  bill  was  taken  ap  and  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
badr,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  therein  mentioned,  relating  to  the  port 
of  Baltimore. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
above  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
wb^  and  no  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  tfafrd  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back  from  tbe  same  com- 
mittee, without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  House  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Camden,  New  Jersey.** 

B€r.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from 
BncknerThruston,  representative  of  Charles  Wynn 
ThmsloB,  deceased,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary 
army,  praying  to  be  allowed  commutation  pay:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Bfr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  dttzens  of  Delaware,  urging  upon  Con- 
gress the  passage  of  a  law  authoriziuK  the  issue  of 
1900,000,000  of  stock,  based  on  the  pvblic  domaio, 
to  be  divided  among  the  States  and  Territories  in 
a  representative  ratio,  for  their  relief;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees 
on  prirate  claims  were  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  SBYIBR,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
yj^ommendation  that  they  do  pass.  House  bills  for 


the  i>lt«(  of  Lyman  N.  Cook,  and  fur  tbe  leiief  of 
Solomon  fimerson. 

Mr.  8.  also,  from  the  tame  committee,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Kimball. 

Mr.  S.  also,  -from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  ibe  indefinitely  postponed,  the  fol- 
lowing bills  from  the  House,  vis 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  McGoire,  widow 
of  Major  Thomas  McGuire) 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Elder;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Ifastf rton. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  baek,  without  amendment,  (accompanied 
by  special  reports,  which  were  ordered  to  be  print- ' 
ed)the  following  bills  Arom  the  House,  vii: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Leah  Tenure;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman.      * 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ashael 
Brainard;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  accompanied  by  a  special  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  br  printed. 

On  motion  by  Bfr.  PHELPS,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  was  disclarged  from  tbe  memorial  of 
the,  widow  of  Richard  Zantzinger;  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PHELPS^  from  the  Committee  oa  Pensions, 
reported  baek,  without  amendment,  and  with  a' rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Elizabeth  Gresham,  widow  of  George  Gresham. 

Mr.  P.,  firom  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendmear,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed,  house 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Hommell,  and  the  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Watson. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  hack,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Powers. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Boildings  and  Grounds,  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment,  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  .Mr.  KING,  on  the 
ground  that,  if  ths  individual  was  entitled  to  an 
invalid  pension,  he  could,  on  application  at  the  de- 
partment, procure  it  under  the  general  law. 

Bir.  SEVIER  explained  why  it  was  he  could 
not  receive  a  pension  under  the  general  law,  ot 
which  he  contended  that,  in  justice,  he  was  en- 
tiUed. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  tbe 
bill,  it  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed— 
ayes  15,  noes  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up  and 
considered,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Hambright,  widow  of 
Captain  John  Hambright,  deceased;  and  there  be- 
ing no  amendment  offered,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  bill  to  allow  a. 
pension  to  Esther  Augur,  (which  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for 
the  passage  of,  believing  the  pension  could  be 
obtained  by  application  at  the  department,)  was 
taken  up  and  laid  on  the  table;  and  leave  was 
granted  to  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  from  the 
file?  of  the  Senate  her  petition  and  papers,  with 
the  view  of  presenting  them  at  the  department. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Messrs.  YOUNG  and  PHELPS  opposed  the  ta- 
king of  bills  out  of  their  proper  place  on  the  calen- 
der, and  giving  them  precedence .  over  private 
claims  wb^  had  been  to  long  pending. 


Mr.  MILLER  pointed  out  the  accetBi«y  of  for- 
wardiog  action  on  this  bill,  so  as  to  secure  the  ac- 
tion of  the  other  House  on  it* 

The  qaestion  was  pu^  and  the  Senate  refused  to 
take  the  bill  up. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  D.  Rose  and  ottii»cs  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and  thea*  being  no 
proposition  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  t^  Ren. 
ate,  read  the  third  time,  according  to  order,  an4 
passed. 

THE  aUESTION  OF  ASSUMPTION. 

Mr.  RIVES  called  np  his  resolutions  (inserted  in 
yesterday's  paper)  on  the  subject  of  tbe  assumption 
of  State  debts,  and  declaring  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  that  Congress  can  never  assume  those  debte, 
in  an>  form,  without  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stimtion,  and  committing  a  gross  ad  of  inexpedi- 
ency. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  inquired  whether  those 
resolutions  took  precedence  of  the  business  on  Che 
calendar  after  the  morning  hourl 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  *to  say  that  they 
did  not 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked,  that,  in  the  discussion  of 
yesterday,  it  was  understood  that  the  resolutions 
postponed  till  to  day  would  be  the  business  in  or- 
der for  this  day.  That  was  the  understanding  on 
yesterday. 

Mr.  KING  was  understood  to  sav  that,  from  the 
action  of  the  Senate  on  yesterday,  those  resolutions 
were  not  to  be  considered  the  business  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  but  the  business  of  the  day,  from  the  hotir 
of  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  RIVES,  inasmuch  as  the  Chair  had  made 
a  decision  against  the  understanding  of  yesterday, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous  orders,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  those 
resolutions. 

The  Senate  was  then  divided  on  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  resolutions;  and  the  Chair,  on  making 
a  count,  said  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  RIVES  called  for  a  division. 

Tbe  Senate  was  again  divided  on  a  count;  and 
the  Chair  announced  that  there  were  dO  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  — - 

Mr.  ALLEN  here  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Messrs.  CRITTENDEN  and  HUNTINGTON 
simultaneously  interposed,  and  asked  the  Chair 
if  it  was  in  order  to  make  a  caU  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  after  tbe  Chair  had  decided  that  the  motion 
was  lost. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  he  had  not  so  decided;  he  had 
not  announced  the  vote,  and  it  was  in  order  to  d^ 
mand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeasaad  nays  were  then  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were— yeas  29,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mmrs.  Alleo,  Archer,  Bagb]r»  Benton,  Bochanu, 
Calhoun,  Cutht>ert,  Fulton,  Klnf,  unn,  McRoberta,  Rivec, 
Bevier,  Broiih  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wtiker, 
Wilcox,  Willlame,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young-22. 

NAYS— Meenv.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Btrrieoi  Clayton, 
Goniad,  CraAa,  Criuenden.  Dayton,  Erana,  Grijiam,  Heoder- 
0on^  Huntingion,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morebead,  Phelpa, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodtnridge— 22. 

So  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
these  resolutions  was  decided  in  tbe  negative. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Tbe  bill  to  indemnify  Maj.  Qen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son for  damages  sustained  in  the  discharge  of  bis 
official  duty,  came  up  in  order  as  in  committee  of 
tbe  whole,  on  tbe  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LINN  said,  tbe  very  best  argament  he 
could  offer  against  the  introduction  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  in  favor  of  tbe  original  bill, 
would  be  found  in  tbe  report  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  which 
this  subject  bad  been  referred.  It  was  recommend- 
ed, in  that  report,  that  the  money  should  be 
granted  to  General  Jackson  in  consideration  of  his 
distinguf^bed  military  services,  and  tbe  gratitude 
due  to  him  for  his  successful  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

• 

If  it  was  to  be  put  upon  tbe  ground  of  a  re- 
ward for  his  military  cervices,  it  was  evidently 
inadequate.  No  one  could  question  the  patriot- 
ism, the  valor,  and  the  distinguished  nature  of  the 
military  services  of  Major  (General  Andrew  Jack- 
I  son,  as  displayed  throughout  the  whole  courso  of 
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the  ku*  war,  aad  particularly  at  Ibe  dosing  scents 
of  ihat  war.  If,  therefore,  the  act  of  restoration  of 
the  Sim  of  |1,000  vas  to  be  taken  *  to  be  in  con- 
sideration of  the  distingnebed  military  serriees  of 
Qeneral  Jackson  in  the  defence  of  the  conntry^  it 
would  be  perceive^  ^t  once  that  no  friend  of  the 
0«ntral  coiiJ^  ^ote  for  the  bill,  nor  conld  Qeneral 
Jack^  Ajmself  accept  the  money  upon  any  such 


The  bill  Introduced  by  him  (Mr.  L.)  at  the  last  ses. 
sion,  as  well  as  at  this,  was  plain  and  simple,  re. 
quiring  (he  proper  accounting  oflSeer  of  the  Tretsa- 
ry  Department  to  ascertain  the  amonvt  awarded 
ag«iD>t  Cfeneral  Jackaon  at  New  Orleans,  for  an 
ofktal  net  done  by  him,  and  to  repay  that  amoant, 
Witt  interest  accruing  upon  it*,  and  in  the  remarks 
n^ich  he  had  made  at  the  time  of  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  he  had  placed  the  matter  on  the  same 
ground  upon  which  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature 
■^d  been  placed,  where  penalties  had  been  awarded 
by  the  civil  courts  against  officers  for  acts  commit- 
ted in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties.  He 
hid  adduced  Parlous  parallel  cases,  one  of  which 
occurred  as  late  as  the  year  1833,  when  a  military 
officer  (Colonel  Pnrdy)  was  induced  to  arrest  per- 
sons suspected  of  disaffection,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
widioiit  any  such  strong  necessity  to  justify  the  act 
•8  ezisied  in  the  eaae  of  General  Jackson,  and  was 
amerced  in  damages.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
Congress;  and  the  committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred, without  hesitation,  reported  in  faTor  of  re- 
fnhdtng  the  money;  although  the  incarceration  of 
the  tedlridualB  (which  was  the  offence  complained 
ot)  was  committed  during  a  time  of  peace,  and 
wohout  the  strong  and  urgent  necessity  under 
which  General  Jackson  aet^  and  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  the  committee  and  by  Congress,  that  the 
money  opght  to  be  refunded,  because  they  believed 
the  officer  had  acted  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
daty,'^d  that  it  was  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  his 
country  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  act^  that  it 
proceeded  firom  patriotism,  aad  from  that  alone. 
He  believed  there  was  no  case  in  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Siatts,  being  convinced  that 
the  act  proceedfd  from  patriotic  motives,  and  was 
done  in  good  faith,  and  ucder  a  sense  of  duty,  had 
refused  to  restore  a  sum  of  money  which  bad  been 
taken  from  an  officer  in  the  shape  of  damages. 

This  bill  was  strikingly  analogous  to  the  one  in 
favor  of  Maidiew  Lyon,  which  had  passed  ifais 
body.  In  that  case,  a  tine  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  him  by  a  district  judge  of  the  United 
States,  was,  after  the  lapse  of  forty  years,  restored 
to  his  hairs,  upon  the  giouad  that  he  acted  with 
good  intentions;  and  the  question  whether  the  judge 
irho  imposed  the  fine  acred  right  or  wrong,  was  not 
agitated.  The  aaK)ney  was  refunded,  because  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  thought  it  had  been  ta- 
ken from  him  improperly;  but  there  was  not,  as  in 
this^ase,  (where  the  judge  acted  in  his  own  case, 
and  acted  as  both  judge  and  Jury,)  a  word  said 
about  injury  to  the  character  of  the  judge  by  re- 
funding the  money. 

Why  should  the  case  of  General  Jackson  be 
made  an  exceptioni  Why  should  he  not  have  the 
same  justice  rendered  to  him,  as  had  been  rendered 
to  all  other  officers  in  the  service  of  this  Govern- 
ment? They  would  recollect  the  cases  of  General 
Brown  and  General  Wilkinson,  «  hen  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  rested  upon  the  violation  of  the  State 
laws,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates. 
These  cases  were  analogous  to  the  present.  He 
referred  also  to  a  case  which  occoned  during  the 
late  war,  where  six  individuals  bad  been  arrested 
upon  suspicion  of  treachery,  and  suit  was  aOer- 
wards  brought  against  the  officer  who  ordered  the 
arrest,  and  he  was  amerced  in  the  sum  of  ^9,000. 
And  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  after  a  de- 
liberate examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  required  ihe  money  to  be  refunded. 

But  it  seemed  that  Gknenl  Jscks^on^s  case  was 
to  be  made  an  exception  to  that  rule  which  bad  been 
so  universally  acted  upon  in  all  other  cases;  that  it 
was  to  be  made  an  exception  upon  political  grounds; 
or  perhaps  gentlemen  might  indolge  in  an  act  of 
revenge  upon  the  aged  and  the  absent — ^Itke  the  ab- 
sent statue  of  Brutus  from  the  ancient  noble  group; 
and  he  would  aay,  that  the  absence  of  action  in  this 
eassy  would  vender  the  case  more  remarkable. 
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He  had  bdped  that  the  vote  would  have  been 
taken  upon  the  bill  without  discussion,  as  had 
been  done  in  the  case  of  fdatihew  Lyon.  It 
seemed  to  be  otherwise  ordained,  however;  anid  he 
would  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
subject.  In  all  such  cases  as  the  one  they  were 
now  considering,  the  law  was  necessarily  silent. 
Necessity  had  no  law.  The  question  was,  wheiher 
this  was  a  case  of  that  description;  and  upon  this 
point  there  seemed  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  net  biassed  by  strong 
party  feelings.  They  all  agreed  that  his  condact 
was  justiiied  by  stem  necessity;  that  he  acted,  at 
all  events,  upon  motives  of  the  purest  patriotism. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
Congress,  at  that  time,  was  aware  of  every  step 
taken  by  General  Jacfkson.  The  President  had  it  in 
charge  to  see  the  laws  of  the  country  faithfully 
executed.  Did  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson,  on 
that  occasion,  meet  with  any  rebuke  from 
President  Madison?  If  his  conduct  had  been 
an  outrage  or  a  violation  of  the  laws,  why  did 
not  the  authorities  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ar- 
rest his  course?  No,  sir,  there  was  scarcely  a  dis- 
senting voice  throughout  this  br4>fid  land,  from  the 
opinion  that  he  bad  acted  correctly;  and  the  only 
question  that  could  come  up  now,  was,  whether  he 
carried  his  measures  beyond  the  point  which  ne< 
cessity  absolutely  required.  In  no  point  of  view 
in  which  you  can  examine  the  subject,  could  his  con- 
duct be  regarded  in  a  more  exalted  Hgbt  than  that 
which  exhibited  him  continuing  his  vigilance  until 
there  was  not  even  the  appearaace  of  danger  remain- 
ing. But  this  was  a  point  about  which  gentlemen 
would  differ.  In  one  of  his  official  reports,  made  in 
January,  1815,  Gen.  Jackson  told  the  Administra- 
tion that,  notwithstanding  the  enemy  had  disap- 
peared from  the  coast,  yet  he  would  continue  the 
same  measures  fbr  the  security  of  the  country 
which  he  had  heretofore  had  in  operation.  There 
had  not  been  quoted  by  gentlemen  who  had  enter- 
ed into  this  contest,  either  in  Coitgress,  or  through 
the  newspapers,  anything  to  controvert  the  truth 
of  the  declaration,  wherein  General  Jackson  an- 
nounced to  the  world  that  he  would  coniinue, 
until  every  shadow  of  danger  had  disappeared, 
to  use  the  mot>t  vigilaut  measures  for  the  protection 
of  the  country.  Was  not  this  determination  right? 
Was  it  not  prudent?    Was  it  not  commendable? 

The  rumor  of  peace,  which  arrived  through  the 
British  fleet,  was  near  disorganising  his  army. 
This  was  the  reason,  and  the  sole  reason,  why 
Gh>neral  Jackson  thought  it  necessary  to  relax  no 
effort,  no  exertion^  for  the  safety  of  the  place.  But 
to  revert  to  the  position  that  necessity  has  no  law, 
(Mr.  L.  said,)  he  would  point  out  to  Senators  the 
instance  where,  under  the  old  articles  of  Confeder- 
ation,  the  States  violated  the  Constitution  by  rais- 
ing an  army  in  time  of  peace.  It  was  justified 
alone  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  And  for  fear 
that  his  mere  assertion  would  not  be  sufficient, 
(Mr.  L.  said,)  he  would,  with  permission  of  the 
Senate,  read  from  theSS'h  number  of  the  FVderalist. 
[He  here  read  the  passage  referred  to.]  The 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta'es  had, 
on  various  occasion*,  been  justified  exclusively  on 
the  ground  of  necessity.  It  was  inferred  that  the 
power  to  create  such  a  charter,  if  it  did  not  ex- 
ist in  the  Constitution,  at  all  events  ought  to  exist; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  argued  to  bp  lawful,  on  the 
ground  cf  necessity.  The  invasion  of  our  ter- 
ritory, the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  and  the  mur- 
der of  Durfee,  were  defended,  on  the  ground  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
Well,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  L.,)  the  present  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  refusing  to  sign  the 
bills  for  a  United  States  bank,  which  Congress 
presented  to  him,  was  condemned  by  many  per- 
sons for  not  yielding  op  his  constitutional  scruples; 
and  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  I  will  read 
a  few  remarks  in  this  connexion,  from  a  speech 
delivered  in  this  chamber,  on  that  occasion,  by  a 
very  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky,  long 
celebrated  for  bis  unsurpassed  eloquence.  [Mr. 
L.  here  read  extracts  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Clay,  to  which  he  referred  ] 

Sir,  you  must  well  recollect  the  thrilling  effect 
produced  by  the  Senator  1  have  quoted  «hen  he 
said,  in  his  own  f  o^phatic  manner,  '*!  am  not  brave 


enough  to  throw  myself  down  in  the  waj  <^  iM 
prosperity  of  my  country.*'  All  recollect,  tir^  Ihfi 
that  Senator  clearly  intimated  that  if  ibe  Vrutitit 
had  constitutional  obJeoUouf  to  signing  th^baaMd, 
he  should  have  permitted  the  bill  to  become  a  Uv, 
notwithstanding  those  objections.  Mr.  L.  refeml 
to  many  other  instances  in  point,  showing  that  ik 
party  which  new  opposed  this  bill  on  constimtioa. 
al  grounds,  had  uniformly  waived  such  semphi 
when  other  officers  in  the  public  service  were  to  U 
relieved  from  the  consequences  of  assuming  artHUi) 
ry  power  over  civil  rights,  in  the  consdentions  (& 
charge  of  their  official  duty. 

Why,  he  asked,  was  General  Jadnon  tc  h 
made  a  solitary  exception  to  this  (general  mfc 
Why  was  he  alone  less  worthy  of  a  fair,  just,  mi 
impartial  consideration,  than  others  whose  servieei 
were  less  momentous  to  the  counliy?  'Why  wa 
this  bill  alone  to  be  denominated  *Hl  \n\\  for  iIm 
reK#/of  Major  General  Andrew  Jacksonf  ^fe< 
asked  for  ^'relief "  for  (General  Jackson?  Nuilte 
self— not  one  of  his  friends.  Itwasnn  ludesBfl&j 
for  damages  which  he  sustained  in  the  perfom 
ance  of  a  military  duty,  which  saved  the  eonas] 
from  an  invading  enemy.  Tbe  ortgiual  bill,  ashi 
(Mr.  L)  had  introduced  it  last  year,  and  tiiis  ae 
sioB,  siudioasly  kept  clear  of  any  reference  u 
Judge  Hall.  It  might  have  been  passed  witboai  i 
word  of  debate.  It  was  not  by  its  friends  that  asi 
allusion  or  unnecessary  introduction  ot  Jodg 
Hall's  conduct  had  been  brought  up.  They  ha 
been  forced  into  the  question  of  its  propriety;  b« 
they  were,  and  still  are,  satisfied  to  have  the  btl 
in  a  form  so  simple  as  to  make  no  tten6on  what 
ever  of  the  Judge.  All  they  want  is  (o  do  an  ae 
of  even-handed  justice  towards  Gkneral  Jaeksoi 
such  as  had  always  been  extended  to  other  officer 
in  the  public  service,  under  similar  drenmsiasca 

Mr.  MILLER  addressed  the  Senate  for  about  ai 
hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  whether  amended  o 
not.  He  contc  nded  that  there  was  no  necessity  fo 
it,  growing  oat  of  the  case  itself  intrinsically,  be 
cause,  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  friends  of  fix 
original  bill,  no  pryf  bad  been  produced,  or  couk 
be  produced,  that  me  fine  was  either  illegally  oi 
unconstitutionslly  imposed  ;  and,  on  the  grcnd 
taken  by  the  amendment,  it  would  be  ^tirdy  ai 
inadequate  remuneration  for  Gen.  Jackson's  miU 
tary  services  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  sta'e  the  dienm 
stances  under  which  the  fine  had  been  imposed, 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  for  a  contempi 
of  GOort,  in  resisting  the  authority  of  tbe  writ 
of  h&b«a$  eorpiit,  and  suspending  the  civil  {vmf 
tions  of  the  law,  by  an  moonstitntiosal  and  aibi< 
trary  exercise  of  military  power.  He  eenleade^ 
that  General  Jackson  himself  claimed  the  reBtora< 
tion  of  this  fine,  on  the  bold  and  open  grounds  thai 
the  judgment  of  the  cotirt^was  iniqnitooa  and  an' 
lawful.  He  referred  to  his  letter  of  the  Istof  Aih 
gust,  1843,  addressed  to  Jacob  Gibson,  in  proof  ol 
this;  and  contended  that,  if  the  friends  of  GencraJ 
Jackson  could  not  now  show  that  the  course  taken 
by  Judge  Hall-^as  iniquitous  and  unlawful,  the 
claim  must  fall  to  the  ground.  That  they  could  alM 
do  this,  was  the  position  he  assumed;  and  insuppoot 
of  the  assfinrption,  he  referred  to  the  history  of  ihr 
constitution,  of  martial  la  w,<  which  he  considered  on' 
definable,  unless  by  negation.)  aad  to  the  history 
of  the  writ  of  hdbeoi  cefpus,  from  the  ant  definisg 
its  powers  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  dawn  to  the 
present  day. 

He  maintained  that  it  was  not  either  justice  or 
generosity;  for,  as  to  the  cue,  the  law  bad  been  tke 
oflTended  party;  and  as  to  the  other,  tbe  sum  was  too 
insignificant,  that  stirred  up  this  question  af^r  a  re- 
pose of  eight-and-twenty  years.  It  was,  he  con- 
tended, a  mere  movement  at  a  critical  time, 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  the  sym- 
pathies of  a  grateful  people,  for  a  mentorioos 
military  cfficer  whose  glory  was  tvea  yei 
thonght  capable  of  lighting  bis  siioces«or  to  tbe 
Presideaey  once  more  ro  the  seat  from  which  be 
bad  descended.  This  be  thought  could  account 
for  the  excitement  got  up  at  State  Legtstatufes,  in- 
ducing them  to  instruct  their  Senators  aBdEepf^ 
sentaHves  in  Congress  to  advocate  this  tM.  It 
could  account  for  the  petitions  poured  into  Con* 
gress  day  after  ^ay  on  the  soji^e^  and*  for  tbe 
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isada  aboQt  it  abroad  among  the  people.  He 
^  -  I  ftmt  it  was  any  stain  oa  General  Jackson ^8 
ftJOT  f%nie,  that  the  record  of  this  fii^  sboatd  be  pre- 
"N^re^  Od  the  contrary,  he  conieoded  that  it  was 
»iie  of  the  brightest  ornaments  in  the  page  •£  his 
iiailory,  thai  he  had  bowed  to  the  sopremaey  of 
•be  Iaw  and  the  Constitation,  and  paid  this  fine 
a  Atonement  for  the  wound  be  had  inflicted  on 
>otk. 

ir  it  bad  been  either  a  pecuniary  grieTance,  or 
a  blot   upon  the  escutcheon  of  his  name,  why  did 
bi3  friends,  while  ?o  long  in  power — why  did  the 
tbe    Ooogresses  fre&h  in  the  recollection   of  the 
traoMciioA— why  did  the  Van  Boren  administra- 
tion,   keen  to  catch  at  anything  to  do  justice  to, 
or   sraui(y,  the  military  chieftain  who  appointed 
the  s«ccc8sion*neglfct  the  duty  which  now  has 
sprung  np  so  suddenly,  and  tf^pears  so  urges i1 
Wby  let  this  act  of  duty  sleep  for  a  quarter  ot  a 
cuutwyl    It  was  beeaose  they  had  no  conviction 
<lini  ia  was  necessary,  either  in  sapport  of  Gleneral 
Jmeknea^  eharaeicf,  or  of  their  own  contiauation 
m  power.    Bat  new  there  was  a  necessity  to  catch 
at   ererythinj  calcalated  to  have  a  bearing  on  the 
prenidential  eleetioa  of  1844.  It  was  for  this  that  it 
was  now  proposed  te  take  back  the  hero  of  New 
Orlemns  to  the  scene  of  bis  military  gloty,  with  all 
Onnpicii  at  his  heels,  and  sanction,  by  an  official 
act  of  natianal  legislation,  an  ontrage  on  the  €roa« . 
BHttian  and  the  laws  of  the  country — and  that,  too, 
OTW   ifa^  grave  of  Dominic  Hall,  who  had  faith- 
faily  discharged  his  duties,  and  left  the  only  monn- 
wmetii  the  eanatry  had  to  appeal  to  of  an  inde- 
pendent judge  braving  an  aibitrary  power  such  as 
be  bad  to  contend  with.    He  should  vole  against 
tbe  bill  in  any  form. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  said  he  was  somewhat  sur- 
prisied  that  ihia  question  should  be  considered  in 
any  way  connected  with  polities;  and  that  the  State 
Liq^slamres  were  pouring  in  inetroctions,  with  a 
Tiew  f»  control  the  votes  of  Siooators  in  relation  to 
tbia  aubjeei,  for  political  purposes. 

They  had  been  asked,  Why  the  necessity  for 
acting  upon  it  now?  What  new  motive  bad 
prompted  the  meafu  el  He  would  tell  the  Senate. 
it  was  because  it  must  be  acted  upon  at  an  early 
period,  if  it  was  to  be  done  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
diatiogai%hed  man  who  wa^  the  subject  of  it.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  lettit^g  him  see  ai)d  read  upon 
the  suaute-book  of  this  country  (hat  the  fine  had 
boea  restored  to  him,  that  its  passage  was  asked  for 
nov. 

But  why  was  it  that  so  much  excitement  had 
sprung  up  in  the  country  within  the  last  hx  months 
upon  this  subject?    Why  was  it  tbe  Legislatures  of 
the  Stales  had  interfered?    It  was  because  of  your 
refusal  at  the  last  session  of  (Congress  to  render  this 
act  of  justice;  to  restore  the  fine  which  had  been 
unjoat^r  imposed,  and  which  this  nation,  he  would 
venture  to  assert,  would,  at  no  distant  day,  restore. 
And  he  wouJd  say  further,  that,  if  Senators  wonld 
but  do  that  which  it  was  obligatory  upon  them  to 
do,  tbe  act  would  be  passed  this  very  day.    He  re- 
joiced to  find  that  they  had  now  a  new  view  of  the 
eu^oct.    They  had  not  only  an  avowal  that  the 
act  of  General  Jackson  was  an  outrage,  but  tbey 
had  the  avowal  from  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  money  should  never  be  returned, 
either  with  or  without  the  declaration  that  it  was 
considered  an  outrsge  by  the  Senate;  for  he  was 
always  glad  to  see  a  man  come  out  boldly  and  de- 
clare his  opinions:  and  the  gentleman  ftom  New 
Jersey  had  done  so  on  this  occasion.    He  declared 
himself  against  tbe  restoration  of  tbe  fine  on  any 
terms;  and  that  he  was  against  it  because  of  his 
great  reverence  for  tbe  Constitution,  and  his  anx- 
iety that  it  should  be  preterved  unimpaired.    This 
might  be  very  good  reasoning  to  satisfy  the  honor- 
able tentleman;  bat  what  were  they  to  infer  from 
all  thisi    That  General  Jackson  was  to  be  regard- 
ed as  being  adverse  to  the  preservation  of  the  Con- 
stiiation?    Had  he  no  patriotism?     Had  be  no 
k>Te  for  the  institutions  of  his  country?    What 
other  p^n  living  bad  shown  himself  so  staunch  a 
foead  to  both?    Had  he  not  periled  everything  in 
defence  of  those  institutions  and  of  that  countiy? 
^o  other  patriot  livhtg  had  ever  performed  such 
eC  patriotism,  and  ezhibiied  himself  so 


true  a  friend  to  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
live. 

They  were  told  that,  if  they  restored  this  money, 
it  wbuld  amount  to  a  damning  reflection  upon  the 
character  of  Judge  Hall.  How,  he  would  ask, 
coukl  the  character  of  the  Judge  be  involved  in  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  upon  this  qnettion?  He  had 
called  General  Jackson  before  him,  and  imposed 
tbe  fine:  the  fine  was  paid;  and,  by  its  payment,  the 
ofiTenee  was  atoned  for.  Was  it  not?  The  man- 
date of  the  court  had  been  obeyed.  -Where,  then, 
was  there  cause  of  complainf?  No;  it  was  noS 
this.  Tbe  reputation  of  Judge  Hall  was  not  im* 
plicated;  there  was  some  other  reason  by  which 
gentlemen  were  actuated.  As  for  the  alleged  con- 
tempt of  court,  he  would  say  a  few  words  upon 
that  point.  What  was  meant  by  a  contempt  of 
eonr  ?  It  would  be  recollected  that  a  judge  of  a 
di;lrict  court  had  been  impeached  before  this  body 
some  years  ago,  for  acting  in  his  own  case,  (and, 
l»y-the*way,  though  he  was  not  cashiered,  he  nar- 
rowly escaped — there  being  more  than  twen 
ty  votes  in  favor  of  his  condemnation,)  and 
the  subject  having  b°en  in  this  way  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  a  law  was  passed  de- 
claring what  the  law  should  be  in  reference  to  con- 
tempt; and  the  principles  of  the  common  law  upon 
that  subject  were  embodied  in  the  act.  What  was 
considered  a  contempt  of  court?  It  was  some  act 
done  in  the  preseiMieof  the  court — some  act  which 
reflected  directly  upon  the  court  as  a  court.  Was 
it  pretended  that  such  was  the  case  here?  Judge 
Hall  himself  admitted  that  no  court  was  held  from 
the  lime  oiariial  law  was  declared  until  the  army 
was  disbanded  It  could  have  been,  therefore,  no 
contempt  of  court;  and  if  it  were  held  that  Judge 
Hall  could  punish  for  a  mere  contempt  of  his  per- 
son, he  must  be  permitted  to  say  it  was  a  new  doc- 
trine. No  such  case  had  ever  oecurred.  He 
would  chalieage  any  man  to  produce  an  adjudica- 
ted ca^e  of  the  kind.  General  Jack«on  might,  h€ 
would  admit,  have  been  prosecuted  in  a  civil  ac- 
tion,*'but  he  could  not  be  punished  for  a  contempt 
of  court. 

Mr.  McR.  then  referred  to  the  record  of  the 
court,  to  show  that  no  contempt  of  court  had  ever 
been  alleged  by  Judge  Hall  himself.  He  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  it  could  be  contended  that  a 
military  commandant  was  not  the  absolute  master 
of  his  camp.  True,  there  was  nothiog  expressed 
in  the  Coostitution  or  the  laws  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  But  the  very  power  to  declare  war,  it 
'seemed  to  him,  carried  with  it  neccf'sarily  the 
power  of  the  General  to  command  his  own  camp; 
and  the  General  must  be  himself  the  judge  as  to 
the  limits  of  his  camp. 

Suppose  Judge  Hall  had  gone  into  the  camp,  and 
commehced  arresting  his  soldiers:  why,  a  propo- 
sition involving  oonsequencea  hke  these  would 
make  the  matter  too  ridiculous  for  argument.  Mr. 
McR.  then  alluded  to  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
who  had  done  some  act  for  which  he  was  fined 
|1,000,  and  imprisoned  for  six  months.;  and  Con- 
gress afterwards  restored  the  money  to  his  heirs, 
without  any  allegation  or  reflection  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  judge  who  impored  the  fine.  Nor  was 
that  the  only  parallel  case;  there  were  the  cases  of 
Hampton,  Purdy,  Wilkinson,  and  Brown;  in  all 
of  which  the  juries  had  given  heavy  damages. 
And  the  money  had  been  restored,  without  any  re- 
flection upon  the  character  of  the  judges  or  the 
juries.  These  men  acted  as  much  in  violation  of 
law  as  General  Jackson  did;  and  some  of  them 
acted  far  more  severely,  for  they  pat  the  men 
whom  they  arrested  in  irons;  whereas  General 
Jackson  bad  merely  ordered  the  Judge  out  of  his 
encampment— and  very  properh;  and  for  thixhe 
was  fined  |1,000;  and,  in  point'of  principle,  there 
could  be  no  difference  whether  the  money  was 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  or 
whether  it  went  into  the  pocket  of  the  prO^cutor. 
And  nas  it  possible  that,while  tbe  Government  had, 
in  all  other  cases,  restored  the  money  uncondition- 
ally, when  they  came  to  the  case  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son he  could  obtain  the  restoration  of  his 
money  only  by  taking  an  insult?  Thank  €k>d, 
(said  Mr.  IfoR.)  he  will  not  accept  it  upon  such 
terms. 

One  word  more.     Judge  Hall  was  {tfeaent  when  • 


manial  law  was  declared;  and  what  did  he  do  apea 
that  occasion?  He  exclaimed,  **Now  theoooatiy 
will  be  saved;  without  this,  it  would  be  loet.^  Se 
approved  the  act— nay,  even  eouns  lied  it.  He 
desired  that  Uie  bill  should  pass  tbe-Senate|  and 
the  money  be  restored  imconoifianally;  t>ut.  Unless 
it  could  he  passed  as  offered,  and  wuhoat  amend- 
ment, be  would  be  compelled  again  to  voi»  ai^mst 
it,  because  he  would  not  consent  to  convey  an  in. 
suit  to  the  venerated  hero,  which  the  amendment 
contemplated.  And  he  would  venture  to  prediet 
that,  if  it  were  refused  at  this  session^  it  would  not 
be  at  the  Ides  of  March  ia  another  session  that  it 
would  be  passed,  but  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the 
assembling  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LINN,  after  a  short  explanation  between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  BdiL- 
Lsa]  as  to  his  allusion  to  **political  objects^'  in 
bringing  forward  this  bill|  (which  Mr.  L.  utterly 
repelled,)  referred  to  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Jefiersoa'A  letter  to  John  B.  Colvin,  esq.,  as 
a  justification  of  the  principles  on  which  Gkaeral 
Jackson  acted  at  New  Orleans;  it  waa  in  relation 
to  General  Wilkinson's  case: 

Bstract  of  a  Utter  fnm  Mr.  Jqffer$an  (b  JohnB,  OoMn, 

Etqmrt, 

"To  procoed  to  the  coD4>iracy.  of  Bun^  and  particiifaurly  to 
General  WilkioaoD's  situation  In  New  Orleans.  In  judging 
this  case,  we  are  l)ound  to  consider  the  state  of  the  inrormatiODj 
correct  and  incorrect,  which  he  then  ponmssd.  He  eorpoetad 
BuiT  and  his  band  from  aboTe,  a  British  fleet  firom  below,  aiui 
he  Icnew  there  was  a  fonnidable  conspiracy  within  tbe  city. 
Under  these  circumstances,  was  he  justifiable,  1st.  In  seising 
notorious  coosplratoTs.  On  tUs  there  can  be  bat  two  opinloaat 
one,  of  the  gnuiy  and  their  accoaapUcM;  the  other,  that  of  alt 
honest  men.  m.  Bendlns  them  to  the  seat  of  government, 
when  the  written  law  gave  them  a  right  to  trial  in  theTerri- 
toryl  Tbe  danger  of  their  rescoe;  ofeontlnahig  tbe  maoUna^ 
lions;  the  tardiness  and  weakness  of  the  law;  apathy  of  tha 
judges;  active  catrooageof  the  whole  tritM  of  lawyers;  ynknowa 
dispositions  of  the  juries;  an  hourly  expectation  of  tM  enemy; 
salvation  of  tbe  city, and  of  the  Union  Itself,  which  woald  have 
been  convulsed  to  its  centre,  had  that  conspiracy  succeeded— all 
diese  coDstituted  a  law  of  necessity  and  selfpreservation,  ana 
rendered  the  solus  popttK supreme  over  the  wriitea  ktw.  Tha 
oflScer  who  is  called  to  act  on  tliis  superior  ground,  does  indeed 
risk  himself  on  the  justice  of  the  controlliog  powers  of  the  Con. 
stitution,  and  his  stadon  makes  it  his  doty  to  incur  that  risk. 
But  those  controlliog  powers,  and  bis  fJBlloW'CitfzenaaaneraUy, 
are  bound  to  j  udge  according  to  the  circumstances  undar  which 
he  acted.  They  are  not  to  transfer  the  information  of  this  place, 
or  moment,  to  the  time  and  place  of  this  action;  but  to  put  them* 
selves  into  his  situation.  We  know  hera  that  there  never  waa 
dsjDger  of  a  British  fleet  from  below,  and  that  Burr's  band  waa 
crushed  before  it  reached  tbe  Bfississlppi.  But  <3eneral  WiU 
kloson'a  information  was  very  different,  and  he  could  act  on  no 
other. 

"From  these  examples  and  prmciples  you  may  see  what  I 
think  on  the  question  proposed.  They  do  not  go  to  ^  Case  of 
persons  charged  with  peuy  duties,  where  ooosequeoees  an 
trifling,  and  time  allowed  for  a  legal  course,  nor  lo  anthonxa 
them  to  take  such  cases  out  of  the  written  law.  In  these  the  ex* 
ample  of  overleaping  the  law  Is  of  greater  evil  than  a  strict  ad- 
Iterence  to  its  imperfect  provisions.  It  is  focuaibent  onthoaa 
only  who  accept  or  gveat  charces^  to  risk  themselves  on  great 
occasions,  when  the  saf^y  of  (he  nation  or  some  of  its  very 
high  interests  are  at  stake.  An  officer  is  buand  to  obey  orders; 
yet  he  would  be  a  bad  one  who  sboulJ  do  it  m  cases  for  which 
they  were  not  intended,  and  which  involved  the  most  Important 
consMueBces.  The  line  of  discrimination  between  casss  may 
be  diflncult,  but  the  good  ofllcer  is  bound  to  draw  it  at  his  own 
peril,  and  throw  himself' oo  tha  justioe  of  Us  country  and  the 
rectitude  of  his  motives." 

Having  thns  shown  that  the  law  of  noeessitf 
jQ8ti6ed  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  he  wookl 
now  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  if  he  had 
heen  placed  in  the  same  circnmstances  in  which 
General  Jackson  was  placed,  woald  he  hate  acted 
as  General  Jackson  didt 

Mr.  MILLER  said  that,  without  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  every  circumstance,  he  could  jiot— 

Mr.  LINK  did  not  want  a  conditional  answer. 
He  merely  required  a  definite  reply,  one  way  or 
other;  for  particular  circumstances  did  not  alter 
the  actual  fact  of  declaring  martial  law. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  would  not  have  acted  as 
General  Jackson -did. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  was  a  definite  answer. 
It  could  only  he  accounted  for  hy  the  lawyer-like 
way  in  which  professional  gentlemen  view  ques^ 
tions  of  mere  abstract  principles.  It  amounted  to 
thiss  that  the  Senator  from  New.  Jersey,  with  hiaet- 
▼iliaa  notions,  sooner  than  yield  them  would  suffer  a 
foreign  enemy  to  overrun  the  country^nd  destroy 
the  very  Coastitation  itself,  than  suspend  that  Con- 
stitatlon  for  a  moment,  that  the  enemy  iaight  he 
eipelled,  and  hoth  country  and  oonstitatios  he  pre- 
terved. 

He  did  not,  in  saying  this,  impute  an|tbing  per- 
sonally disrespectful  to  the  Senator  firom  New  Jer- 
a^i  he  only  meant  to  iilnstrale  that,  this  was  aoi 
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a  snbfeet  whieb  eovld  be  adjudged  by  met%  tacfani- 
eal  rales  of  law.  It  should  be  taken  on  Uie  broad 
pitedples  of  patriotism  and  national  honor.  The 
Senator  says  that  if  he  bad  been  in  General  Jack- 
soa't  place,  he  would  not  have  declared  martial 
law.  Bat  if,  in.  ««useqQenee  of  that  resolotion, 
New  Orleai»^^^°>^  ^^  pr^7  ^^  ^  foreign  enemy 
witha^'^Aidabie  force,  fresh  with  the  flush  of  vic- 
f^-  from  another  continent,  how  won  id  he  stand 
jQttified  before  his  conscience  and  his  conntr^l 
What  excuse  woaM  it  be  for  him  that  the  dread  of 
the  Constitmion  rendered  his  hands  powerless,  and 
prostrated  those  energies  which  had  been  conferred 
OB  him  for  the  protection  of  his  coaatry? 

Mr.  L.  then  renewed  the  condnct  of  Judge  Hall 
in  flying  from  lh«  city,  instead  of  remaining  to  ful- 
fil his  duties  at  the  most  critical  period  of  the  tn^a- 
sion,  and  returning  to  it  only  when  in  his  power  to 
do  mischief.  He  turiher  reviewed  the  circumstan- 
ces  which  justified  General  Jackson,  and  concluded 
by  invoking  Senators  to  sofl'er  the  bill  to  pa«8  in  its 
original  form,  as  they  must  know  that  in  no  other 
shape  could  it  be  accepted  by  either  General  Jack- 
son's friends  orhimself. 

Mr.  BAGBY  remarked,  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  when  this  question  was  up  last  'session,  he 
had  refrained  from  entering  into  the  discussion. 
He  had  two  reasons  for  thus  acting;  one  was,  be- 
cause he  was  satisfied  then,  as  now,  that  there  were 
gentlemen  m  that  body  more  competent  to  do  jus* 
tice  to  the  question  than  he  was;  and  the  other, 
that  the  position  he  then  occupied  was  different 
from  his  present  position.  He  had  made  it  a  role 
in  life  never,  in  any  case,  or  on  any  occasion,  or 
under  any  circumstances,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
popularity  of  ethers— no  matter  how  dearly  earned 
or  deserved  that  popularily — to  advance  his  own 
imerests.  This  time  he  occupied  a  different  po- 
sition in  r^ard  to  this  question — the  circumstances 
in  which  he  was  then  placed  no  longer  eiist.  He 
could  now  express  his  heartfelt  and  lively  satisfac- 
tion that  an  opportunity  was  afibrdrd  him  of 
supporting  this  measure  of  justice  without  a  pos- 
sibility of  having  his  motives  misunderstood, 
or  misconstrued  into  consideration  of  popular- 
ity. According  to  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of 
duty,  he  thought  ihe  bill  ought  to  pass — and  pass 
in  the  simple  foim  in  which  it  was  presented 
to  the  Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Linn.]  Whatever  might  be  the  course  of  other 
gentlemen  on  this  question,  as  a  matter  of  party 
or  policy,  no  such  considerations  would  enter  into 
his  motives,  or  govern  the  vote  be  should  give. 
If  his  voice  could  be  heard,  he  would  ask  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  [Whig  side]  not  to  make 
this  a  party  question.  The  time  was  almost  at 
that  point  when  the  character  and  services  of  that 
great  man  would  not  be  looked  upon  as  party  prop- 
erty; but  when  they  would  be  looked  upon  and  es- 
teemed as  the  property  of  the  whole  people  and 
whole  country.  He  appealed  to  the  Senators  on 
Ibe  other  side  to  discard  the  idea  of  party  manage- 
ment and  party  tactics,  in  disponing  of  a  question 
of  this  character;  and  to  act  as  if  ihey  were  called 
upon  to  render  justices-simple  and  exact  justice — 
to  a  distinguished  benefactor  of  bis  country;  to 
look  upon  it  as  became  every  American  Sen- 
ator, and  every  American  citizen  with  a  patri- 
ot heart  in  his  breast.  He  could  tell  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  side,  that,  whatever  might 
be  ihe  fate  of  that  measure  then,  there  was  a 
time   hastening  when    there   would   be   an    an* 

swer  to  the    principles    involved    in  that  bill 

the  time  when  the  people  would  be  sunding  round 
the  grave  of  the  hero,  mourning-his  departure — the 
time  when  the  differences  on  this  question,  unfor- 
tunately engendered  by  differences  of  political  opin- 
ion and  party  rancor,  will  be  entirely  erased,  and 
when  his  acts  will  be  judged  with  impartiality.  He 
did  not  consider,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
would  add  anything  to  the  fame  of  General 
Jackson;-^no,  nothina;  for,  in  the  language  of 
another  ^eat  man,  (Jefferson,)  he  has  long  since 
**ftlled  the  measure  of  his  country's  glory."  lis  pas- 
sage was  not  urged  for  the  purpose  of  adding  an- 
other wreath  to  adorn  the  brow  of  the  patriot  a^d 
heroi  but  that  justice  riiould  be  done  him.  Party 
should  not  pollute  his  motives  in  voting  for  this 
bill^  forif  jme  jostiee  asked  was  for  the  variest 


¥niig  that  ever  adorned  or  injured  ihe  country,  he 
would  view  this  case  as  he  now  viewed  it— ^ 
would  pursue  the  same  course  as  he  was  about  to 
pursu  s  on  the  present  occasion.  He  couki  not  find 
itio  jis  heart  to  withhold  from  this  aged,  venera- 
ble, and  revered  man,  whetfai^r  Whig  or  Democrat, 
any  act  of  his  which  would  be  at  all  iastrumenial 
in  smoothing  the  declining  path  of  him  whose  sun 
toon  must  set. 

He  again  called  upon  the  Whigs  to  discard  those 
narrow  and  unworthy  Tiews  of  this  question.  He 
ai;ain  repeated,  that  General  Jackson  did  not  stand 
in  need  of  this  meastire  to  add  to  his  fame,  for 
the  measure  of  his  fame  was  full  to  oirerflowing. 

Mr.  B.  after  making  many  beautiful  allusions  to 
the  character  and  services  of  Gen.  Jackson,  asked 
Senators  on  the  other  side  to  discard  party  con- 
siderations in  voting  on  this  question,  or  to  come 
up  and  say  whether  they  would  leave  to  rankle 
and  fester  in  the  heart  of  this  aged  and  venerable 
hero,  to  disturb  bis  last  moments,  the  memory  of 
the  injustice  done  him. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  obtabed  the  floor* 
and  wished  to  speak  before  the  question  was  taken; 
but  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  MORBHEAD,on  whose  motion 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRE$BNTATnrES. 
Friday,  February  IT,  1843. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  presented  the  memorial  of  91 
fjarmers  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  asking  Con- 
gress to  equalize  the  tariff*,  and  in  just  reference  to 
their  staples  of  wool  and  hides. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  69  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  33  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  61  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  60  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  IT  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  Slate,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  the  petition  of  George  R. 
McFarlane  and  thirty-seven  othefs,  of  Hollidays- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  relieve 
Amos  Kendall,  late  Postmaster  Gkneral:  referred. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
Lyon  and  others,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  meas- 
ures for  removing  obstructions  from  Byrum  river. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
of  inquiry.    It  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  od  iDdian  Affaire  Inquire  into 
the  ezpedieDcy  of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  aumcient  to 
(My  the  Cherokee  Indiana  in  North  Carolina  fur  apoHatione 
committed  on  their  property  by  Government  ai^enta,  and  others, 
between  the  23d  dar  or  May,  1838,  (the  time  fixed  for  removal 
by  the  treaty  of  1836,)  and  the  time  when  the  aaid  Indiana  acm- 
ally  runoved  weet  of  the  MlaeiaBippi  river. 

Mr.  LITTLEFIELD  of  Maine  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation 
to  the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  against  any 
lurtber  appropriation  for  the  support  of  ihat  insti- 
tution; and,  also,  in  relation  to  an  alteration  in  the 
laws  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department;  which, 
on  his  motion,  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  BARNARD  expressed  his  intention  to  move 
that  the  House  go  into  committee  after  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  leave  to  report  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  with  a  view  to 
have  it  printed. 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS. 

THE  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr. . W.  COST  JOHNSON  claimed  the  floor 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  J.  R.  Inokbsoll]  to  print  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  OMJority  and  minonty  reports  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  propo- 
sition to  issue  1900,000,000  Qovemment  stock  to 
the  States. 

Various  poiata  <tf  oider  were  raitedi'  all  ques- 


tioning the  right  of  this  subject  to  take  _ 
of  all  others  during  the  morning  hour,  and  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  FILLMORE,  SMITH  of  Vir- 
ginia,  BRIQGS,  WELLER,  an^  J.  R.  INiHSRp 
SOLL. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  all  objeetioiia,  and 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Marjlaod. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  then  addressed 
the  House  up  to  the  conclusion  of  hie  hour,  ia 
commenting  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
advocating  his  project  for  fhe  issue  of  two  hondred 
millions  of  GK>vemment  stock. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Several  gentlemen  endeavored  to  get  the  floor 
on  the  subject  which  had  been  discuaeed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland;  but  the  Speaker  deci- 
ded that  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  a  resolotioa  to  ter- 
minate debate  at  half-past  9  o*eh)ck  in  Gommttlea 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  ameadflfteats  of  the  Sanaie  to 
the  army  appropriation  bill;  and  on  thia  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  there  was  any  spedal 
order  for  to>day. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  mote  to  go  into  Oos- 
mitt?e  of  the  Whole  on  the  ttate  of  the  Union— 

The  SPEAKER  interrupted  him,  and  reminded 
the  gentleman  from  Yiiginia  that  the  pferiooB 
question  was  pending. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  wlueh  Mr.  UK- 
DERWOOD,  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  QlDOINOa; 
and  others  took  part;  the  previous  question  waa  then 
seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  iato  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atata  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  TOUNG  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  a 
priTate  bill  (whose  title  was  not  stated)  whieb  was 
on  the  Speaker^  table,  and  on  which  the  premai 
question  had  been  moved. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  could  not  consent,  now  that 
the  time  was  limited  on  the  army  appropriaiiea 
biU. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  shoitld  renew  his  motion  to 
take  up  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  begged  the  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  to  allow  the  army  bill  to  be  first  disposed 
of,  as  only  two  hours  remained  for  its  discission. 

After  some  other  conversation,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  A.  H.  H.  SruAar  in  the 
cbair,)  and  took  op  the  army  appropriation  bilL 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  impro?e- 
ment  of  the  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and 
Ohio  rivers,  during  the  half  calendar  year  ending 
June  30tb,  1843,  and  |100,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  said  rivers  duiing  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30ih,  1844. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  WISE  to 
have  the  bill  set  aside,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  exchequer, 

Mr.  WELLER  addressed  the  House  at  consid- 
erable length  in  favor  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate; 

For  coBtinoing  tlie  iiiffiroTeinente  of  Uie  btilior  of  Ctrictfo, 
Illinois,  for  ttie  eald  half  calendar  year,  iwen^  thouModm. 
lare;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  sixty  iboueand  dollars. 

For  continuiof  the  improvements  of  thebarl>or  of  dev^md, 
Ohio,  for  (he  said  half  calendar  year,  twenij  tboMind  dolkOK 
and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  forty  thousand  (toUan. 

For  completing  the  improvements  of  the  bartior  of  Brisi 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  too  tbooMiid  del* 
lars;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty  thousand  doUan. 

For  continuing  the  iroprovemrats  of  the  barlwr  of  Bolblo, 
New  Yorlc^  for  the  said  fiscal  year,'  twenty  ttMosanddoUara 

For  conunuing  the  improvements  of  the  harbor  at  die  inoMh 
of  Qeneeee  river,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  (wanty  thoos* 
and  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  yAr,  twenty-seTao  thovand 
two  hundred  and  forty -five  dollars  and  forty.two  cents. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Oewego,  New  YorL  ht 
the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty-seven  thonsaod  one  boBdred  ud 
seventy 'Six  dollars  and  sixty^seven  cents. 

For  completing  the  breakwater  at  Burlin|l(oo,  Vermoni,  tot 
the  said  half  calendar  year,  twenty  thouaand  deOaia:  aao  for 
the  said  fiscal  year,  tliirty  thousana  ddlars. 

For  continulna  the  improvement  of  the  oavkation  of  the 
Radeon  river,  above  and  below  Albany,  in  (Kb  Bfiue  of  New 
York,  CM  htmdred  ttaooMad  doUsis,  to  be  *^ry>wiltd  aooofdfaf 
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to  (he  pkB  and  aKimau  recommeoded  hj  thd  fitocreury  of 

Foir  ooBdoiiinKtho  braakwttar  at  Pltttabare.  New  York,  for 
the  mid  half  caleoder  year,  fifieeQ  thoueaod  dellare;  and  for  ibe 
said  fiiotl  Tear,  tweDty-fire  thoueaod  dollart. 

For  repain  of  pier,  and  preeerration  of  harbor  of  New  Castle, 
Delaware,  for  the  said  hail  calendar  year,^o  thonaand  dollars; 
afid  for  the  aaid  fiscal/ear,  twenty  thouaaod  dollars.  ^ 

For  continuation  of  the  Delaware  breakwaier,  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year,  fi Ay  thouaand  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fis- 
cal year,fiftf  thousand  dollars. 

For  complating  the  improveinents  of  Cape  Fear  river,  below 
WUfflinfton,for  the  aaid  half  calendar  year,  ten  thouaand  dol- 
lars; and  for  the  aaid  fiacal  year,  thirty  thooaand  dollara. 

For  Improrinc  the  navlgauon  of  SaTannah  rirer,  Georgia, 
for  the  aaid  half  calendar  year,  fourteen  ihonaand  dolUra;  and 
for  the  aaid  fiscal  year,  twenty ^igbt  thouaand  dollara. 

For  removal  of  the  ebstruetiona  at  the  mouth  of  Sawannee 
river,  Florida,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  ten  thousand  dol> 
Ian;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  the  channel  of  Mobile 
harbor  and  bar,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  twelve  thou- 
aand five  hnndrad  doUais;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  preservation,  npalrs,  and  gradual  completion  of  the 
karbors  on  the  lakes,  other  than  those  enumenued,  for  the  said 
fiscal  year,  sixty  tluiusand  dollara.  « 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

FwcoQtinvIng  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio^  for  the  aaid 
half  calendar  year,  fifty  thouaand  doUats;  and  for  the  said  fis- 
caJyear,  fifty  thouaand  dollars. 

for  continutaagthe  Cumberland  road  in  Indiana,  for  the  said 
balf  calendar  year,  seventy.five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the 
aaid  fiscal  year,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

FOrcoodnuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  Illinois  for  ihesakl 
half  calendar  year,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the 
aid  fiacal  year,  aeventy-five  thouaand  dollara. 

Forarraarafeadue  for  ezpenaea  incurred  in  making  a  anr- 
vey  and  esUfloate  for  the  location  of  the  Cumberland  road  from 
Vandalii,  UUnais,  to  Jefierson  City,  Blissouri,  as  required  by 
resolution  of  tbe  Senate  of  January  thirty,  ono  thousand  eight 
bnndrsd  and  thirty-nine,  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  one  thou- 
Mnd  thvsa  hnndred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-one 
cents.  ^^ 

Mr.  if  ALLORY  nuttd  a  qaestion  •{  order;  and 
flOBindad  that  the  amendment  (whieh  is  a  traQ9> 
tfipt  of  the  ^harbor  bill")  coald  not  be  entertained 
in  eoanexioii  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  requested  the  gentleman  from  In- 
^ana  [Mr.  TflOMFsoir]  to  withdraw  the  amend- 


Tbe  CHAIR  deeided  the  amendment  to  be  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON  •  then  ad- 
diesKd  the  eommittee  np  to  the  expiration  of  bis 
hour,  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Bir.  SPRIGG  took  the  floor  at  3  o'clock,  and 
addressed  the  eommittee  for  half  an  hoar  against 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiaoa, 
[Mr.  Tbompsom,]  and  sgainst  large  appropriations 
generaiij;  bat  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  some 
measares  for  the  improrement  of  the  Yfesietn  wa- 
ters. 

Mr.  RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON  then  modi- 
fied  his  amendment,  by  adding  a  proviso  that 
135,000  of  the  appropriation  for  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  be  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  ihe  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling. 

Mr.  BROCKWAY  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Ifr.  R.  W.  Thompson,  by  snbsti- 
toting  for  it  the  harbor  bill  reported  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  contended  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Baociwir  was  not  in  order. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  could  be  amended, 
bat  no  two  amendments  coald  be  offered  at  the 
same  time. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  was  in  the  nature  of  an  original  proposition; 
and,  therefore,  a  motion  to  amend  it  could  be 
amended. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Brock- 
wit's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected— ayes  45, 
noes  97. 

Mr.  HOWARD  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  making  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  river  Raisin,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and 
other  rivers  in  Michigan;  rejected.  n 

Mr.  B0TT8  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  ^50,000  tor  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  James  river,  below  Rich- 
mond: rejected. 

Ml.  TILLINGHAST  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  appropriating  |10,000  for  the  im- 
provenaent  of  the  navigation  of  Providence  river: 
rejected. 

Mr.  8ALT0NSTALL  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  appropriating,  |10,000  for  the 
breakwater  at  Sandy  Bay,  Massachasetta :  re* 
jected. 


Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  |30,000  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  locks  at  the  nonhern  termination  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Casah  rejected. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  |80,000  for  the  marine 
hospitals  on  the  Wps«em  waters:  rejected. 

Mr.  GOODB  of  Ohio  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  appropriating  |70,000  tor  removing 
the  bar  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Maumee 
river:  rejected. 

Mr.  F£SSENDEN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  |30,000  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  breakwater  at  Portland,  Maine:  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  appropriating 
|30,D00  for  the  improvement  of  the  Thames  river: 
rejected. 

Mr.  TOLAND  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  |10,000  for  the  repair  of 
the  piers  at  Reedy  Island,  on  the  Delaware:  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CROSS  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  amendment: 
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For  completing  the  military  road  from  Memphia,  in  the  State 
of  Tenneaaee,  weatwardly,  paaaing  through  the  State  of  Ar- 
kanate,  to  the  frontier  of  aaio  Suie.    [Amount  not  atated.] 

This  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  BLAIR  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, appropriating  |5,000  for  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Whitehall,  New  York:  rejected. 

Mr.  YORKE  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment appropriating  |5,000  for  the  improvement 
of river:  rejected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  |5,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Beverly, 
Massachusetts:  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  R.  W. 
Thompson's  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  61,  noes,  96. 

The .  question  then  recurred  on  the  question  of 
concurrence  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate; 
on  which  tellers  were  demanded,  and  Messrs.  Mil- 
Lsa  and  Moaais  were  appointed;  and  they  reported 
93  in  the  affirmative,  and  98  in  the  negative. 

So  th^  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  committee  concurred  in  the  amendment,  in- 
serting the  words-  *4he  District  of  Columbia*'  after 
the  word  ''Territories,"  in  the  section  which  re- 
quired that  cadets  should  be  residents  of  the  dis- 
tricts. Territories,  or  District  of  Columbia,  from 
which  they  profe^ed  to  be  appointed. 

The  committee  did  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
which  gave  power  to  appoint  ten  cadets  **at  large;" 
the  vote  in  the  affirmative,  as  taken  by  Messrs.  W. 
O.  BuTLKR  and  Civa  Johhson,  tellers,  b^ing  but  40. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  in  the  House  renew- 
ed the  motion  to  amend,  which  he  had  submit'ed 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  that  he 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTLER  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  raised  a  question  of  or- 
der in  relation  to  the  relevancy  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  R.  W. 
Thompson  ] 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  MOORE,  FILL- 
MORE, WARREN,  and  others, 

Mr.  PICKENS  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn; 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
previous  question,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
main  qoestion  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompson,]  and  they  were  or- 
dered; but,  88  a  division  was  called  for,  they  were 
taken  on  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment,  making 
apprtipiiations  for  various  harbors  and  internal 
improvements.  This  division  comprehends  all  of 
the  amendment*  ai  abote  printed,  esccept  that  which 
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makes  an  appro(  riation  for  coniinning  the  Cmn- 
berland  road. 

The  House  refused  to  adopt  it — ^veas  74«  navs 
132.  as  follows  ^^ 

YEAS— Meaars.  Adama,  Lendaff  W.  Andrawa,  Sheriock  J. 
Andre  WB,  Babcoclr,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boaid- 
man,  Brewaier,  Briaga,  Jeremiah  Brown,  C«^7,  Childa,  Cfaii- 
tenden,  John  O.  Clark,  Staley  M.  Clarke,  JMnet  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Garrett  Davie,  Dean,  John  Edwarda,  Ererai^  Ferria^ 


Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foater,  Gatee,  Patrick  O.  Goooa^VkMiu 
aer,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudaon,Hunt,  Jamea  Iivin,  William  W« 
Irwin,  James,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  McKennan,  Samaon 


Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocka,  Maynafd,  Morgan,  Morria,  Morrow, 
Oliver,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Plumei,  Randolph,  Ridgwa]^  Riffa^ 
iSaltonatall,  Blade.  Stokely.  Atratton,  J.  T.  Stoart,  8wenej« 
Richard  W.Thompeon,TininghaflLTo)and,  TomUneon,  Trip^ 
leu,  Van  Buren,  Van  Renaselaer,  Wallace,  Edward  D.  While, 
Thomaa  W.  WllUama,  Winthrep,  Yorke,  and  Joha  Yonng 

NAYS^Meaara.  Allen,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Barton*  Beeeon, 
Bidlack,  Black,  Botta,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brockway,  Bronaon, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thoa.  J.  Campbell,  Cam- 
thera,  .Chapman,  Cliflbrd,  Colea,  Colqalu,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cranaton,  Cra?ena,  Croaa,  Cuahiog,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davi% 
Dawaon,  Deberry,  Doia,  Baaunan,  Joho  C.  Bdwarda,  Feaaen- 
den,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charlee  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Thomaa  F, 
Foater,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Willtaun  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  Hall,  Haloted, 
Haatinga,  Haya,  '  Hopklna,  Houaton,  Hubard,  Hanto', 
Charlea  J.  Ingereoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonea, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lewia,  Linn,  Liulefietd,  LowelL 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon.  Mallory,  Marchaod,  Alfted 
Marshal],  Thomaa  F.  Marahall,  John  Thoroaon  Maaon,  Max- 
well, MedJII,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Blitchell,  Moor&  Newhard, 
Osborne,  Owaley,  Payne,  Pickena,  Pope,  PowelL  Ramaef, 
Alex.  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  ReynokK,  Rogen, 
RooeevelL  William  Roasell,  J.  M.  Russell^  Sanford,  Saundeia, 
Sewell,  Bbepperd,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Spritt 
Steenrod,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Sammera.  Snmter,  Taliaferro,  JoK 
B.  Thompeon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Troiti,  Tmmbull,  Tumef, 
Underwood.  Ward,  Warren,  Waahhigton,  Watteiaon,  WeUer^ 
Weatbrook,  Joeeph  L.  White,  Joseph  L.  wOliama,  ¥nae, 
and  Wood-132. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  second  division 

of  the  amendment,  which  related  to  the  continna- 

tionfof  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 

Indiana,   and    Illinois— Blr.    Thompson   having 

so  modified  it  as  to  exclude  any  appropriation  for 

a  bridge  at  Wheeling,  Virginia. 

The  j^eas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  taken, 
and  this  portion  of  the  amendment  rejected  by  a 
TOte  of— yeas  65,  nays  137,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Maaara.  Adaroa,  Landaff  W.  Andrewa,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrewa,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeeon,  Blair,  Boardman,  Brockwav, 
Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bnrnell,  Cdhoun,  Casey,  ChilCH, 
John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cravens.  Crosa^arrett  Davis,  Dean,  John  Edwafda,  Feaseo* 
den.  Fillmore,  Patrick  G.  Ooode,  Granger,  Haatinga,  Henry, 
Hudaon*  James  Irvin,  Jamea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Lime,  McKennan,  Samaon  Maaon,  Biaihiot,  MedlU,  Mor* 
gao,  Morria,  ;Monow,  Newhard,  Pendleton,  Alex.  Randall, 
Rayner,  Reynotda,  Ridgway,  William  Riiaaell,  Saltonatall, 
Steenrod,  Stokely,  John  T.  Siuart,  Richard  W.  Thompeon,  Tll« 
lioghaat,  TolanJ,  Tomlinaon,  TripUtt,  Trumbull,  van  Rena- 
aelaer,  Wallace,  Weller,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomaa  W.  WU. 
liama,  Winthrop,  and  John  Young— S6. 

NAYS— Measra.  Allen,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Balicock,  Barton, 
Bidlack,  Birdaeye,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewater,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charlea  Brown.  Bnrke,  William  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well^ John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthera,  Chapman,  Chittenden,  Cliflbrd,  Colea, 
Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranaton,  DanieL  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwarda, 
Egbert,  Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charlee  A.  Flovd,  For- 
nance,  A.  Lawrence  Foater,  Thomaa F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Galeae 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gogghi,  William  O.  GooUe,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  HallTllalated,  Haya,  Hopkina,  Uouck, 
Houaton,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingereoll,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnaon,  John  W.  Jouea,  King,  Lewie,  linn,  LitUefield, 
Robert  McOlallan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Al- 
fred Marshall,  John  Thomaon  Mason,  Mattocka,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Oebome,  Owaley, 
Parmenter,  Paruidge,  Payneu  Pickens,  Plnmer,  Pope.  Pow* 
ell,  Ramaey,  Randolph,  Keding,  Rencher,  Rigga,  Rogers, 
Jamea  M.  Kuasell,  Sanford.  Saunders,  flheppera,  Shtelds, 
Blade,  William  Smith,  Snyaer,  Spiiag,  Stratton,  Alexander 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.Thomp* 
son,  Jacob  Thompson,  TrottI,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Warren,  Waahington,  Watteraon,  Weatbiook,  Joseph  L.  Wil« 
Uams,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Yorke— 127. 

The  seeond  amendment  of  the  Senate,  appro* 
priating  (^,000  for  certain  barracks,  was  coocnrred 
in;  also  the  amendment  directing  the  survey  of  a 
ship  channel  from  Albemarle  sound  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean. 

The  next  amendment,  appropriating  |S^000for 
carrying  on  meteorological  observations  at  the  mil« 
iiary  posts,  noder  the  soperintendeoce  of  the  Snr« 
geon  General,  came  up  on  the  qoestion  of  concur* 
ring  wiib  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  rejected.  [This  is  for  Pro- 
fessor Evpy^i  scheme.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  for,  but  refused. 

Tellers  were  ordered  [Messrs  Gavs  Johnson  and 
L.  W.  ANDasws,]  who  reported,  (after  much  con- 
funoBi  and  a  second  count,)  ayes  91|  noes  |03* 
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CONGHE^IONAL  OLOBS. 


So  lbs  Hoon  .rejected  ihe  [ecommendaiion  of 
(be  CoiDAitlM  of  (be  Wbol«;  msd,  ihercfeiP,  (he 
UDeB4m«nl  ot  ihe  Seaate  is  agreed  lo. 

The  next  queslioDtbaL  came  op  was  on  eoncnr- 
lipf  inlhe  iHwrt  ot  ibe  eoiDiaiuee  lejcc'iDg  tbe 
uaeDdmMI«nbe8':>ia'e>wbirhweDt  lo  anibotiM 
lbeappoiDI|MO<«l  10  Mdets  «i  Jargs,  and  one 
from  »*'0iMncl  of  Columbia,  in  addition  lo  one 
j^ria  each  cODgreSsiooaJ  disuici,  as  provided  ^or  io 
ibe  origioal  bill. 

Od  UkiDgibe  qaraiioD  on  tbis  amendmeDt,  ibe 
leporl  «f  ibe  commiitee  waa  eoncarred  in,  and 
eonseqnenllj  ibe  imeBdmeot  of  tbe  Seaaie  was 
jiegKived. 

The  next  qneition  was  on  the  amendineQt  of  tbe 
Senale  appropriaiiag  f  lOO.OOOroitbe  improTcmenl 
of  the  Obio,  Hiaaoari,  Uisiissippj,  and  Aclcantw 
rivert;  and  tbe  qopiioo  was  pat  la  ihe  form  of 
conearring  in  (be  Btaendaieiil  of  ihe  Senile,  and 
decided  in  Ihe  affifDHLive — jeae  105,  nay*  89,  as 


a.-Fi»rd,  CI 

-  .  ,  GilmM,0- 

finbim,  Hall,  HalMd,  E 


I.'  Flojd,  ^Ih>iiiu  F.  F«In, 


Haiur.  Hnnt,  Cm  Jutaiion.  Jolu  W.  Jam.  Lewii,  Linn, 
LtuJe£>ld,R«Mnl(cCJ(]lu,HcKiT,HiLUoiy,&llndMin]i>ll, 
Oimma  Mum,  MiUock^  Nuvtli,  Mijucd,  Heiirahsr, 
HDrna,  OOnt,  Piiuld|a.  Pijua,  FiclMM,  Fmell,  Binuoy, 
Randolph,  Rsdiilt,  Uni.  "ofW*!  Baiil<>*n>  Mapp<ril,  BOTilBr, 
einitnn.  Baniwr,  1UlifgrnikT«iiUiwHi,noul,Tiiin>T,  Wir- 
—     -Mpli  L.  WUllim,  Wan,  Wood,  YorkB,  ii^  Jotan 


GENERAL  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  PILLUORB,  from  the  Commiiiee  of  Ways 
and  Heaoa,  here  leporled,  on  leave,  tbe  oivil  and 
diploinaiie  appropriation  bill  for  the  half  calendar 
ye«r  ending  the  30ib  Jane,  1843,  and  Ihe  Gical  jear 
bcfinning  on  ihs  l:t  Jolj,  1843,  and  ending  on  (ha 
30lh  Jnnr,  1844i  which  vat  referred  lo  tbe  Gom- 
miiiee  of  ibe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  tbe  Union,  and 
ordered  to  he  printed. 

Tbe  House  iben  adjoaraed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Baturda-t,  Febrnary  18,  1843, 

Tbe  PRESIDENT  jire  lim.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ale  a  comminicaiion  from  ihe  Treasnry  Dipaii' 
ment,  tran>mittiDg  copies  of  aceoanis  rendered  bj 
the  agentt  for  disbarsemenis  to  IndlaDf;  which. 

On  motion  by  Hr-  EVANS,  was  ordered  <o  lie 
on  Ibe  table,  and  be  piinied. 

Alto,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  cominQoiealion 
from  ihe  Tieainr;  Department,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolBtion  of  the  Stnair, calling  opoo  that  depart- 
nenl  for  information  of  what  was  done  bf  it  with 
tbe  tppropriaiion  for  tbe  ereeiioa  of  a  manoe  hoa- 
piial  M  or  near  Oetacoke  inlei,  iranimiiiing  eor- 
retpondeaee  opoD  Ibeiotijeei;  whiohwas. 

On  motion  o>f  Mr.  EVAIfS,  referred  to  iht  Com- 
miliee  on  Commerce. 

Hr.  OTCBQEON  pretenled  a  memorial  and  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeeiing  of  citiirns  of  Uniontown, 
Peaneflrania,  in  tavorof  iheirene  of  ^300,000,000 
of  Block  b;  Ibe  Federal  Ooverimienl,  based  on  the 
pablie  lands,  to  be  dijiriboted  to  (be  Slates  in  a  rep- 
leseaiaiire  ratio,  for  their  relief;  which  was  refer- 
red 10  Ihe  Committee  on  Finince. 

ALao,  presented  a  memorial  from  citiatns  of 
Erie  C0BDI7,  PeoDSjIvania,  nrging  apon  Ccnftreat 
Ibe  proptiet;  of  pauisg  a  law  lo  restore  Mr,  Ken> 


dall  to  his  personal  liberij;  wbieh  was  referred  lo 
ibeCommiitee  on  Claime. 

JHr.  BAG8Y  presented  joint  rcBoIntions,  adopted 
by  Ihe  Legislature  of  Alabaota,  in  faTor  of  a  re- 
doclion  of  ihe  price  of  the  pablie  lands  in  tbat 
Slaie,  which  have  been  frequently  in  Ihe  marlcet, 
and  eoald  not  be  sold  al  ibe  present  GoTemmenl 
price;  ordered  10  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  prtseoied  a  memuriil  from 
Wm.  H,  Briggs  and  others,  of  Haconpin  connty, 
Illinois,  maintaining  thai  «ll  internal  io  oal  diffica  I - 
ties  can  be  settled  by  a  reference  id  some  friendly 
power,  and  asking  the  Senate  to  eierci^  its  con- 
siilniioaal  power,  and  insert  an  ariicle  in  all  fuinre 
treaties  by  wbicb,  in  a  last  resoii,  tach  difGenliies 
may  be  decided  by  an  umpire  matually  agieed 
tipoa  by  the  parlits:  ordered  10  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  ibe  Cummittee  on  Pinanee, 
reported  bade,  wiihoat  amendment,  and  wiib  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  Honse  bills  for 
(he  relief  of  George  P.  Pollen  and  Robert  Colegate, 
and  for  the  relief  uf  8.  Morris  Wain. 

Mr.  B.,  from  ibe  same  committee,  repoiled  a  bill 
for  (he  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  A  Co.,  and  otbeTEi 
wbicb  WHS  read,  aod  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  wiihonl  amendment,  HtiaE>e  bill  for  (be  re* 
lief  of  Thomas  Weave!  and  Jacob  Uevberger, 
soredes  of  ihe  Nomsiown  and  Valley  Riilioad 
Company. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  la  which  had 
been  referred  a  memorial  from  importers  of  Qet- 
man  goods  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pravmg  Iba 
regulation  hy  Conaress  of  the  value  of  German 
coin,  reported  a  bill  to  Hi  ihe  Viilue  of  certain  for- 
eign moneys  of  account,  in  compntaiioas  at  tbe 
CBsion-boBse;  whioh  wai  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  HcROBCRTS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred (he  joiat  re.'otoiioo  of  tbe  Senate  anihor- 
izlng  the  Pottmister  General  lo  contract  with 
Messrs.  E.  B.  ft  B,  Ward  for  carrying  the  mail 
from  Gbicflgo  to  Bt.  Joseph,  made  a  report,  ae- 
eompanled  by  a  reKolntion,  in  favor  of  the  rejso- 
tion  of  Ihe  joio(  reaolsdon. 

Also,  leporled  back  from  tbe  same  commi(tee, 
wiih  a  recommend  a  (ion  that  it  do  pass,  Ihe  bill  for 
Ihe  relief  of  John  W.  Bkidmore.  Tbe  reporu,  in 
boih  these  eases,  were  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  ftom  Ae  Committee  on  Na- 
ral  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  graniing  a  pension  lo 
William  McPhersonj  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  aecond  reading. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  tbe  above 
bill  was  taken  up  a<<  in  commiKee  of  the  whole; 
and  ibere  being  no  motion  toamcnd,itwasreported' 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  he  eagrcned  for  a 
third  reading, 

DEAF,  DUMB,  BLIND,  AND  INSANE. 

Hr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  rose  to  uk  leave  10  jn- 
irodace  a  bill  granting  land  to  the  leveral  States 
far  the  education  of  the  deaf,  dnmb,  and  blind,  and 
for  the  relief  of  insane  persons. 

Mr.  S.ssid,  a  word  of  eiplanatton  from  him,  un- 
der Ihe  circumstances,  might  be  proper.  The  bill 
was  precisely  similar  to  ihe  one  he  bad  introduced 
at  the  ladt  session.  At  ibat  time  he  bad  made  a 
few  remarks,  and  had  proented  some  statistics  on 
the  snbjecl.  At  that  time  be  knew  tbat  it  was  ex- 
pected that  he  wonid  bring  up  for  consideration  tbe 
■abject  at  this  session.  Such  was  then  hii  inten- 
tion; bat  be  bad  not  been  able  to  do  so  at  an  earli- 
er period,  and  he  oonfeued  that  he  had  little  or  no 
prospect  of  seeing  a  final  vote  taken  on  tbe  propo- 
sition at  (his  session.  Still,  he  desired  to  keep  (be 
matter  io  tbe  eye  of  the  Senate  and  the  conniry 
until  action  coo  Id  be  bad.  He  wished  (0  say,  be- 
fore retiring  from  the  Seaate,  that  the  subject  was 
near  his  heart;  and  he  believed  it  to  be  one  of  the 
measures  tbat  would  finally  enlist  in  its  favor  Ibe 
philaaihropy  end  best  wishes  of  the  Senate  and  the 
eonntry.  He  would  not  detain  theSenate;  he  rose 
merely  to  (ic)nde,  by  a  single  remark,  the  concla- 
sioB  tbat  be  bad  in  any  degree  abandoned  (he 
meaanre,  ot  despaired  of  i(s  saceesa. 

The  bill  was  received,  read  a  Brst  and  aecood 


time,  and  referred  10  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Pidilie 

Several  bills  from  tbe  House   were  read  twice, 

and  referred  to  appropriate  cantmitiees. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Thomas  King,  of  T»- 
ne(«ee,  was  read^tbe  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WALKER  enbmitifd  the  fotlowiag  resola- 
tion;  which  was  reed  snd  ailopieJ,  viz.- 

Raotvtd,  Thu  tbi  Secnlary  or  the  Treuurr  b*  incui 

«al.or  Ihe  DetpriKHda  of  ibeialeaar  (he  pubSe  liiidi  Id  ite 

nad  from  Cumberland  u  Iba  FeniwrtTiiiu  liBe;  aodalw  ftm 
Cnmbeiland  lo  ihe  onin  lirer. 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois  prearated  (he  petition 
Bf  Ro«e  Have  (late  Rose  Bailly)  of  II liooia, pray- 
ing the  relinquishment  of  the  reversionary  ioiat- 
eai  of  the  United  Sialea  to  iwo  sectioaa  of  la«i, 
reserved  in  Ibe  dangbifra  of  H o-nee,  by  ber  Ian 
husband,  Joseph  Biilly,  by  tbe  treaty  wiih  tbe 
Pollawaiotaies  of  ihe  Prairie  and  Kaokahee  Banlc, 
made  at  Caaip  Tippecanoe  on  Ihe  dOih  of  October, 
183^  whitJ),  on  his  motion,  w«s  refened  10  ike 
Commjiire  an  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  aiaendmeni,  and 
with  a  reeomoiendaiion  tbat  it  do  pasa,  Ihe  UU 
from  the   House  for  the  relief  of  Jotm  Wolf- 

THE  aVESTION  OF  ASSDMPTION. 

Tbe  CHAIR  announced  ihat    tbe    resntfltioni 

moved  hy  the  Stnator  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Rivex,] 

coQeerDiag  the  apsompiion  of   the  debts   of  i1m 

~  and  Ibe  pending  amendments,  were  in  or- 


0  lay  tbe  rctolniioiM  n 


der. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  u 
the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  mad  nayt 
on  'be  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  R1VE8  hoped  the  Senator  would  MMidei 
the  vote  on  the  motion  a  lest  questicB  ob  ibeie» 
daiiMI.        > 

Mr.  WALKER  renaiktd  tbat  be  would  noi 
lake  it  as  any  teat  of  the  opinion  of  tbe  Sanate;  fa 
if  the  resolutions  were  now  laid  npan  the  tabts,  bt 
should,  on  every  moraiug  daring  iheeeanoD,  novr 
10  take  Ibem  up;  and  if  be  shoald  fail  in  that  ef- 
fort to  gat  a  vole  oa  tbe  resolatioaa,  be  woold  bim- 
Eclf  introduce  res^ntlona  upon  thesubjeet,  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  Senaie. 

Hr.  BARROW  said,  in  voting,  he  sbonid  net 
considtriia  test  vote.  He  deemed  this  leauit 
called  for,  in  consequence  of  ihe  remarks  of  ^ 
Senaior  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Rivxa]  and  the  Senator 
ItOQ  Mississippi  [Mr.  Wilsrk  ] 

I'be  qnesiioB  was  then  pot  oa  the  motion  to  la^ 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  30, 
nays  39,  as  follows: 

YEAa— MMim.  Bucev,  BalH,  Bayud,  Bwrisl;,  CliTtn. 
Ciafu,  Ctluendco,  DsTUn,  Eriiie,  Gnhim,  Hnalirvioii,  Hu- 
rlck,  Uilteri  Uoretiean,  Pbelpa.  Smith  ut  lodjasa,  Akwvb, 
Tallnuuiie,  While,  and  Woodbridgfr-^O.  . 

NAVa— HeHre.  Allin,  Archer,  Bigbr,  Bunmn,  Aduau, 
Calhoun,  Guihben,  Pill uin.  King.  Lino,  HcUutBa,  HrJtobEfu. 
Rlras,  Hisilh  of  Conucticut,  emnuo,  Tapaao,  Waltri, 
Witcoi,  WtUiama,  Wowlbuif,  WrifSi,  aid  Toanf-e, 

The  CHAIR  then  announced  tbat  the  tetololions 
of  Ihe  Senatur  fiom  Virginia  [Mi.  Rivaa]  war*  be- 
fore Ihe  Senate,  as  follow*: 

Itmtptd,  Tbat  mother  or  Ihe  piambieat  caiiiia  wUch  tend 


■enrMB  ld  ib*  ralSliaaai 

WODld  DthsrwlH  make,  and  wlikb  li  IhsMle  Datoral  and  pUfK 
fi>r  lb*  lliialdaiion  oT  ibsir  mfMcdv*  lubllnieii 

DOwnplkMyaBdiii 

JQsaltb*  appTonmie 

vera  oad  duliv  hi  raLuio  to 

fitd,  Thai,  in  Ihe  fundimeniil  dliMoo  and  aDounacl 
of  pollucat  pDwei  eeutiliahed  br  ibe  CuaMhutkia  Ih<m«  Ihi 
OoTemmeiH  Df  tbe  Unloa  and  Iboae  of  Ilia  Hiefal  aiu>, 
Uierelanopoiretoraiiiboriltr'on  lo  iha  fonne*  (Dpnjiiiti 
forUiepajniaiiiof UwdebuliKiicrod  br tbe laiur, is nnui o' 
Uwlr  nidoiibtidaiiqieUDce,  aod  within  thilra«|i*nieai>dci. 
elMinJniliilbeiJoD;  ihat  an;  aiieopi  bj  the  Q-oetal  Soian- 

UnloniibdlebliDdiidlTlditalSaklaa,  would  bsnotSMnlyaftai 


coifGnmmiamAMj  c^iaube. 


ma  li 
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.  m  of  the  tivata  confided  to  it,  bot  an  utter  annihiUtion 
Mitet  wboleeooM  and  secMeary.  relation  between  power  and 
reMMuwibUity,  which  is  the  viuU  principle  of  all  repreaematiTe 
foytfnment;  that  such  an  arbitrary  and  unauthorued  transfer 
otMrdeils,  from  thoee  who  created,  and  should  alone  be  respon- 
•tbto  for  them,  to  otheis  who  are  alien  alike  to  their  oricin  and 
thjttrbenefita,  icTolresso flagrant  a Tiolauon  of  the  principles 
of  jnuce,  that  it  could  not  but  noost  seriously  impair  the  bar- 
■M«y,  and  altimaieJy  jeopard  the  union  of  the  States;  and  that 
any  expectaUon,  therefore,  that  this  Gofemmeot  will  at  any 
UBVDpw  or  hereaAer,  assume  or  proTide  for  the  payment  of 
ue  dsbn  of  the  hidividual  States,  direcUy  or  indirectly,  is 
wboMy  unwarranted  and  illusory.  ^u^^^uj,  » 

fieiolvmi,  That  a  just  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  charapter 
of  soterefffn  States,  incurring  pecuniary  obligations  by  a  delib- 
???-?**  ®'  ***"  public  will,  and  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  public 
iiith  ttuDOflta  iheirconsUtotional  and  appoinUKTorgans,  forbids 
the  amaheoeion  that  aey  of  the  States  of  this  Union 'will  fail 
tt  call  forth  their  utmost  resources  for  the  final  redemption  of 
BieireBgaffemdnts;  preferring  every  sacrifice  te  disnonor,  and 
preod  to  llluatrate  that  jealous  spirit,  of  independence  which 
bakmci  to  free  republican  Sta^s,  by  a  stem  and  strenuous  reU- 
aoce  on  their  own  faculties  for  aeli?erance  from  their  present 
ttnronry  embarrassmenu 

WIneh  Mr.  Allbit  bad  proposed  to  amend,  by 
iasartiiig  after  the  word  **States,**  in  the  9ih  line 
of  the  second  resolntion,  the  following  words: 

By  the  appropriation  or  pledge  of  any  part  of  its  revenue  or 
eOerinoooM;  or  by  the  issue,  transfer,  or  pledge  of  any  stock 
oroUMT  seeMrities;  or  by  the  pledge  of  any  pan  of  the  public 
domain;  ot  by  the  pledge,  appropriation,  or  diversion,  or 
deposite  of  any  part  of  the  proceeds  arisiDg  from  the  sales  of  the 
pibUo  dsnaaiDyto  such  Slates,  or  to  the  holders  of  the  obliga- 
MBS  of  each  Otatas,  or  by  any  other  means,  direct  or  indirect. 

Fbr  the  whole  of  which  Mr.  Mxiuuok  'offered 
Ihe  foitowing  as  a  rabstitote: 

£ssp{ved,  That  coyemments  are  rightfully  instUnted  solely 
m  toe  hapnioess  of  the  eoremed;  and,  consequently,  that  goy- 
stnmsat  is  dersllct  in  its  duty,  which  shaU  teAise  or  neglect  the 
^exertion  of  its  legitimate  powers  for  the  relief  of  hs  citizens 
Wbenerer  evils  destructiTe  oftheir  happiness  exist,  which  such 
MgttiflHte  exertion  t>f  the  powers  of  goremment  are  competent 
toramove  or  aUeviate.  *^ 


tfttaly  ioterpMitioo  < 
eAealbring. 


SeMoiv^  That  the  most  prominent  among  these  evils,  are 
ihs  great  disorders  of  the  currency;  the  unexampled  apprecia- 
tion of'aiooey,  aseompared  with  the  products  of  industry,  and 
ail  KiodB  of  property;  the  consequent  destruction  of  credit,  and 
paralyaje  of  trade  and  commerce;  the  large  indebtedness  of 
many  of  the  States  of  the  Union;  and  the  pressure  of  direct  tax- 
ation noo  their  people. 

Rmolmtd^  That  a  fialr  and  equal  distribution  among  all  the 
Stoles  of  that  vaei  amount  oftheir  common  property,  uie  pub* 


Ue  kods,  held  by  this  Union,  is  caUed  for  by  the  present  neces 
■ties  Of  many  of  the  Suies,  would  be  eminently  beneficial  to 
alLaad  would  greatly  psemete  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 


whole  people. 

Jtasofeed,  therefore.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  without  further  delay,  u>  exercise  its  un- 
qoestiooably  constitutional  power  over  this  subject,  and  to 
make  such  brovisions  for  a  distribution  of  the  pubUc  lands,  or 
a  portionorthe  value  thereof,  among  all  the  States,  as  will  best 
tandie  the  relief  of  both  States  and  the  people  fiom  the  die- 
trensB  and  embarrasnnents  under  which  they  are  suffering. 

Mr.  BARROW  remarked  that  be  had,  in  erery 
iasiaaee  when  a  yote  was  taken  to  lay  this  qnes- 
lion  on  the  table,  voted  in  the  affirmatire.  He  had 
Ihos  voted,  not  because  of  a  desire  to  avoid,  indi- 
vidaally,  the  responsibility  of' voting  on  the  qnes- 
tioB;  or  to  save,  so  far  as  bis  vote  would  save,  the 
Barty  to  which  he  was  attached  from  the  rr sponsi- 
DiUty  of  a  direct  vote.  He  p'roposed  from  the 
fiisly  and  he  now  proposed,  that,  if  such  was  the 
•enae  of  the  Senate,  a  vote  should  be  taken  to  de- 
clare his  opinion  on  the  resolutions  and  various 
amcndmenis  before  the  Senate.  He  wished  the 
Salter  arrested;  because,  in  the  first  place»  he 
kftew  well,  and  older  Senators  knew  better  than  he 
did,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  a  vote  of 
Ihe  Senate  on  these  resolutions— covering  so  much 
giOQiid,  and  involving  so  many  high  considerations 
and  80  ianportant  a  principle— without  a  fuU  and 
free  diacusBioB.  As  familiar  as  the  question  in- 
volfad  might  be  to  older  members  of  that  body, 
ytt  it  was  not  quite  so  familiar  to  younger  mem- 
hen,  among  whom  he  numbered  himself.  Senators 
kaew  that  there  were  only  twelve  days  left  before 
the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  adjourn- 
ment will  have  arrived.  They  all  knew  that  their 
^plaedar  was  loaded  with  business  of  a  public 
ttid  pcivmte  character;  that  the  public  inter- 
Mi^  mod  the    private    interests    of   many  of 


I  11 1     *  1— ^^M 


our  citizens,   required  definite  action  before  the 
adjournment.    But  he  would  not  dwell  upon  the 
reaaotts  which  had  prompted  him  to  give  the  votes 
he  had  given;  yet  he  wished  the  country  to  under- 
stand that  this  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude 
had  been  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  a  vote  and  decision  upon  it  could  not  be 
rationally  and  reasonably  expected  without  discus- 
sion.   And  the  inevitable  consequence  of  discus- 
sion must  result  in  the  postponement  of  all  action, 
on  the  part  of  that  body,  on  all  other  matters,  what- 
soever their  importance.    But  if  he  had  no  such 
potent  and  powerful  reasons  for  giving  bis  vote  on 
laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  he  had  anoiher 
one,  which,  to  his  mind,  was  conclusive.  Tliese  res- 
olutions do  not,  or  could  not,  give  legislative  sanction 
to  anything  or  any  principle;  and  however  willing 
Senators  were  to  express  their  opinions  on  abstract 
principles,  it  would  lead  to  no  definitive  result;  and 
ho  waver  earnestly  Senators  may  now  entertain  those 
opinions,  and  however  positively  they  may  declare 
that  they  will  abide  and  stand  by  those  opiniens, 
yet  he  would  suggest  that  it  was  very  possible  that 
some  of  the  Senators  (especially  DemociaUc  Sena- 
tors, who  profess  to  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  instruc- 
tion, and  obey  the  will  and  wishes  of  the  people) 
would  have  to  change  their  opinions  in  relation  to 
the  principles  of  the  resolutions.     He  asked  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BuoaiVAir]— who 
ha?,  to  his  credit  and  honor,  professing  the  princi- 
ple (which  Mr.  BAaaow  did  not  subscribe  to)  that 
Senators  were  bound  to  obey  the  will  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislatures  of  thehr  States,— he  asked 
that  Senator— who,  on  one  occasion,  cast  a  vote  in 
opposition  to  the  convictions  of  his  own  mind,  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  his  constituency— whether, 
if  he  voted  against  those  resolutions,  a  case  ndght 
not    arise    where    he    would    feel    it   to   be 
his   imperious    duty   to    give   a   vote  adverse 
to  the   principles   of   those   resolutions.    If  he 
should    receive    instructions  firom    his    Legis- 
lature to    vote    in    a  particular    manner  up- 
on  the  question  of  assuming  the  State  debts, 
whether,  as  a  Democratie  Senator,  he  would  not 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  issuing  of  scrip 
by  the  Federal  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Statesi    And  other  Senators  on  that  side  (Whig 
side)  may  have  occasion  to  change  their  opinions. 
He  presented  that  view  of  the  question,  to  show 
how  unwise  it  was  for  Senators  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  the  support  of  any  particular  abstract 
proposition.    But  he  would  dwell  no  longeron 
that  branch  of  the  subject.    He  had  no  inclination 
to  consume  one  moment  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
in  the  discnsaion  of  the  resolutions.    He  bad  too 
much  respect  for  that  body,  and  for  himself,  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  great  principles  in- 
volved in  the  resolutions  and  amendments,  with- 
out proper  investigation;  but,  being  called  upon  to 
vote,  it  devolved  on  him,  unprepared  as  he  was, 
to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  resolutions.    A  false  issue  was  pre- 
sented to  the  American  people,  through  the  press; 
and  by  a  few  reoMrks  which  had  been  made  in  the 
Senate  since  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions,  a 
false  issue  was  also  presented  as  to  the  action 
which   had  been  proposed  in  the  other  House. 
The  question  discussed  there,  and  through   tlw 
public  journals,  was,  whether  4here  should  be  an 
issue  by  the  Federat  Ch>vemment  ef  stock  based 
upon  the  public  lands,  for  the  relief  of  the  States; 
and  not,  as  was  represented  by  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rms,]  as  a  prop- 
osition for  the  Federal  Government  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States.    Now,  he  would  not  stop 
to  discuss  at  large  the  abstract  proposition  of  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States,  without  reference  to  the  nature 
of  those  debts  and  the  condition  of  the  country, 
when  the  question  shall  be  presented.  He  asserted , 
that,  if  the  action  of  this Oov^rnment  was  sofiicient 
to  settle  any  constitutional  question,    the  power 
of  this  (Government  even  to  assume  the  de^ts  ^ 
the  States  has  been,  by  the  action  of  this  Qovem- 


ment, settled  afikmaiively.  Whetimr  dM  decision 
wms  correct  or  not— whether  the  action  of  Om* 
gress  was  a  psuipatiott  of  power— was  a  question 
he  would  not  then  underture  to  discuss;  bat  he 
would  call  the  Senate  to  the  caseand  the  oeeasion. 

In  1790,  during  the  administratioi  of  (aknend 
Washington,  Congress  did  assume  the  dtfMs  ofthe 
States— amounting  to  more  than  |31,000,000;  and 
#4,000y0e0  of  that  amount  was  paid  to  the  State 
which  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Rivis]  who  In- 
troduced these  resolutions  in  part  represents.    He 
(Mr.  B.)  knew  that  Senators  on  the  other   side 
would  say,  in  reply  to  this,  that  that  was  an  as- 
sumption of  debts  contracted  by  the  States  during 
our  revolutionary  war.  In  a. struggle  which  was  the 
common  cause  of  all.  ^  This  did  not  affect  at  all 
the  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  theGov^ 
emment.    And  this  case,  as  well   as   that,  was 
to  be  settled  on  grounds  of  expediency  alone;  and 
it  was  the  expediency  of  the  measure  then,  and  notli- 
jmg  else,  that  settled  the  q^Mstion.    South  Carolina 
was  indebted  |3,50(M)00»  and  the  Oovemment  as- 
sumed the  debt,  to  tbarextent,  for  her.    WhetMr 
the  exigencies  of  these  States  were  such  now  9m  to 
»Btake  it  expedient  to  interfere  in  any  manner,  was 
a  question  of  expediency,  and  notof  eonstitutjona 
power,  as  he  viewedf  and  as  he  thoiight  the  Sen- 
ate would  view  it,  when  he  presented  .it  in  con- 
nexion with  another  subject.    He  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  expressing  an  opinion  that  the 
(3ovemment  had  the  power  to  assume,  when  the 
majority  of  CSongress  pleasedy  whether  the  debts 
were  contracted  for  any  and  every  purpose.    He 
would  only  refer  to  one  other  instance  of  the  as- 
sumption of  debts — not  of  the  States,  but  of  hi- 
dividaals— .on  Ihe  part  of  the  Oovemment.    The 
Government  assumed  the  debt  of  individuals  to 
the  amount  of  ^600,000,  when  the  great  leader 
of  the  State-rights  party  was   at    the  head  of 
the   (atovemoMut.     In   the  treaty  of  1803,  be- 
tween Lord    Hawkesbury  and  Mr.  King,  the 
United  States  (Government  agreed  to  pay  ^600,000. 
For  what  purpose,  and  wheal  ToBridshmercbantay 
for  debts  due  to  them  by  Ameriean  merehaats;  not 
for  debts  in  aiding  in  straggles  for  independence,  but 
debts  due  by  American  citixens  to  E^lish  citiaens 
when  the  war  broke  out.    It  was  a  subject  of  cor- 
respondence between  these  two  Governments  for  a 
lon^  time,  when  this  Gk>vemment  finally  oblig|ated 
itself  to  pay  the  debts  of  those  individuals.    Bnf»  to 
pass,  by  that,  and  come  to  the  grounds  in  this 
matter.    He  held,  in  reference  to  this  question, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Ameriean  people— the 
power  and  duty  of  the  Federal  GK>vemment  to  as- 
sume, in  some  form  or  shafte,  and  to  assume  then 
speedily,  to  relieve  the  States,  the  heavy  debts 
which  were  weighing  them  down— that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  interfere  in'  some  way. 
The  pubUc  domain  belonged  to  the  States  of  this 
Cronfederacy.    This  was  the  platform  on  whieh  he 
stood.    The  question  was  not  whether  this  (3ov- 
eroment  had  the  power  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
States,  but  whether  they  ought  to  be  assumed.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  (Congress,  in  this  time  of 
pressing  need,  to  come  forward  and  relieve  the 
States,  by  appropriating  to  their  use  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands;  and  if  it  became  necessary  to  an- 
ticipate those  proceeds  by  the  issue  of  steek,  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
done;  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  this  would  not 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  RIVBS  would  merely  say,  that,  whether 
other  gentlemen  might  feel  themselves  called  on  to 
express  their  views  or  not,  he  did  notkimsrif  in- 
tend to  consume  a  single  moment  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  the  discussion  of  the  sid))eet.  He 
had  offered  the  resolutions  with  nopturnose  of  inter- 
fering with  the  important  business  which  was  al- 
ready before  the  Senate.  He  thought  the  propor- 
tions oontained  in  the  resohitlons  were  to  plain, 
that  gentlemen  would  have  no  difficult  in  voting 
upon  them  at  once.  If,  however,  gentiemen  on 
the  other  side  were  disposed  to  debate  the:^uestiott, 
he  did   not  wish  to  be  held  le^onsiblefor  Ifce 
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i^nsamption  of  tSme.  The  Senator  ftom  Ohio,  the 
other  dtj,  bad  made  an  appeal  to,  him  to  ac- 
cept the  proposition  which  he  had  snbmitted  as  an 
amendment  of  h^  resolntions.  Thb  be  eon  Id  not 
do,  in  the  manner  aiul  form  in  which  it  was  effer- 
ed;  bat  he  had  i^epared  a  modidcatjpn  of  that 
amendment,  «o  as  to  make  it  applicable  to  the  issoe 
of  the  two  bandied  millions  of  OoTemmeat  stock. 
He  bad  no  objection  so  to  modify  nis  resolntions 
as  to  make  them  applicable  to  the  mode  of  as- 
sumption. If  this  met  the  views  of  the  gentltman 
from  Ohio,  he  would  adopt  the  modification. 

Mr.  AIJLBN  said  his  object  in  presenting  the 
amendment,  was  to  embrace  the  proposition  of 
the  issoe  of  €k>Ternment  stock,  called  the  two 
handred  million  scheme,  and  all  other  schemes 
which  anthorized  the  issne  of  scrip  predicat- 
ed npon  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain.  He 
had  not  drawn  up  that  amendment  with  anything 
like  ostentation;  and,  as  the  phraseologv  employed 
by  tbe  Senator  firom  Virginia  embraced  yery  near- 
ly the  tme  object  which  he  had  in  view,  he  was 
perfectly  content  that  the  gentleman^  modification 
fhonld  bejsnbstitiited  for  the  amendment  which  he 
had  proposed. 

The  modification  proposed  by  Mr.  Rivss  was 
then  accepted  as  a  snbsUmte  for  Mr.  Auxn^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  apprehended  the  gnesiioa  shovld 
first  be  takea  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  of  opinion  that,  now,  the 
neat  question  in  order  would  be  on  l|^  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  arojegiied  for  not  address 
ingtfae  Senate  on  this  occasion.  ItwaaevidcB 
that  this  discussion  interfered  with  the  bUlofthe 
Senator  Arom  Missouri  [fifr.  Liim]  for  re(hading 
the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  by  Judge 
Ball,  and  also  would  be  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  Geoigia  on  the  subject  of 
the  bankrupt  law.  As  soon  as  these  subjects  dK>uld 
be  disposed  of,  be  would  feel  himself  pledged  to 
bring  forward  the  question  involTed  in  these  reso- 
lutions, in  a  few'  direct  petitions  which  he  would 
present;  and,  ^  that  oecasion»  he  would  claim  the 
mdulgenee  of  the  Senate  to  grant  him  one-half 
hoar  for  the  expression  of  hissratiments. 

Tbe  question  then  coming  up  on  Mr.  MaaaicsV 
amendmgtt, 

Bir.  BBRRIBN  observed,  that  this  being  a  prop- 
osition to  strike  out  one  or  more'of  the  original 
lesolntions,  could  not,  as  he  conceived,  take  prece- 
dence of  a  proposition  to  perfect  the  original  prop- 
osition by  amendment.  Before  a  nu>tion  to  strike 
out  is  in  order,  it  is  competent  to  entertain  a  mo- 
tion to  amend.  The  modification  of  the  second 
resolutipn  not  havina  been  pat  to  the  vote,  but  be- 
ing accepted  by  the  framer  of  the  original  proposi- 
tion, did  not  aifect  the  right  to  amend.  He  would 
therefore  submit  an  amendment,  to.  be  decided  be- 
fore the  motion  to  strike  out  could  be  entertained. 
As  be  undtotood,  the  object  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  was  to  obtain  a  direct  vote  on  the  question 
of  the  constitutional  power  and  expediency  of  en- 
tertaining any  proposition  for  the  assumption  of  the 
debts  of  tbe  States  by  tbe  Genial  Government.  If 
confined  to  that  object  solely,  he  could  see  no  objec- 
tion to  tbe  expression  of  opinion  required;  but  these 
resolutions  go  beyond  that  object,  and  bear  an  infers 
enee  which  may  create  an  objection  with  8everal  Sen- 
ators to  vote  on  them.  They  leave  the  inference 
that  the  Senate  denies  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  Government  over  the  question  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands,  or  tbe  pub- 
lic domain  itself.  His  desire,  in  the  amendment  he 
should  submit,  was  to  exclude  any  inference  be- 
yond the  naked  question  on  which  me  Senator  from 
Virginia  proposed  to  obtain  the  vote.  The  Sena- 
tor would  see,  that  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  were  distributed  among  the  States, 
they  could  apply  the  amount  to  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  or  any  other  purpose;  yet  this  would 
not  be  the  assumption  at  which  the  Senator'e  reso- 
lutions are  aimed.  His  amendment  to  the  second 
feeolution  was  a  proviso  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained shall  be  deemed  to  affirm  or  deny  the  power 
of  the  Geikeral  Government  to  distribute  to  iba 
States  the  proocfde  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  sur- 


render the  public  lands  tc  the  several  States  to 
which  they  belong. 

I^r.  BAYARD  understood  the  state  of  the  case 
to  be,  now,  that  these  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  having  come  up  as  a  substantive 
proposition,  and  a  modification  of  one  of  them  hav- 
ing been  accepted,  the  next  amendment  in  suoee^ 
sion  was  on  the  proposition  of  tbe  Senator  f^om 
Marylijid,  [Mr.  Mxruck,]  to  strike  out,  and  sub- 
stitute certain  resolutions  offered  by  him.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  Arom  Maryland  then 
stood  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  proposition; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  competent  to  any  one  to  go 
a  stage  farther,  and  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment. Eto  would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  second  resolution, 
and  inserting  the  substitute  he  should  send  to  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  to  perfect  the  resolution, 
would  be  in  order  before  either  motions  to  strflce 
out. 

Mr.  BAYARD  believed  the  Chair  was  right. 
His  amendment  could  ttierefMe  lie  over  till  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  fh>m  Georgia  was  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  was  now  perfectly 
manifest  that,  if  this  discussion  was  to  proceed,  and 
amendments  on  amendments  were  to  be  considered, 
it  would  be  utterly  impracticaUe  to  advance 
any  lumber  this  session  with  the  ordinary  business 
of  legislation.  The  proper  despatch  of  thereat 
business  yet  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  due  delib- 
eration of  the  vast  and  momentous  questions  which 
must  necessarily  be  called  up  in  this  discuasion, 
were  incompatible.  It  was  but  a  few  days  ago, 
when  there  was  a  full  session,  (or  one  very  ^learly 
fhll,)  that  this  whole  subject  in  another  form  had 
been  deliberately  laid  on  the  table.  These  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  escaped  the  fate 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, with  the  vaiious  amendments  pending  to  them, 
by  the  mere  accidental  circumstance  of  l>eihg 
out  of  reach,  thongh  substaatially  before  the 
Senate.  They  were  merely  outside  of  the  rules  by 
which,  technically,  they  could  be  considered  as 
pending  amendments;  but  now  they  come  up  with 
all  the  vitality  of  the  origtnal  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and  as  many,  if  not 
more,  amendments  are  to  be  discussed,  one  after 
another,  till  every  remaining  hour  of  the  session  is 
to  be  consumed  upon  tliem.  Virtoally,  they  should 
be  considered  as  having  gone  on  the  table  with  the 
original  resolutions  to  which  they  were  intended  to 
be  appended;  and  the  gentleman  might  just  as 
wen  make  a  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  of 
tbe  SenaUHT  from  South  Carolina  again,  as  to  pro- 
ceed with  these  resolutions.  Now,  be  would  ask, 
bad  not  the  rights  of  legislating  in  this  way  some 
assignable  limitsl  Is  the  ordinary  business  of 
Congress  to  give  way  to  this  reiteration  of  abstract 
discussions,  leading  to  nothing,  and  ndt  even  hav- 
ing any  professed  object  of  direct  action  in  view? 
Are  the  gentlemen  who  stand  pledged  to  certain 
views,  or  who  have  brooded  over  tbissul>jsct  till  they 
think  they  are  enlightened  enough  to  come  to  a  decis- 
ion, the  only  persons  whose  wishes  are  to  be  consuls 
edi  The  Senator  f^om  Virginia,  who  introduced 
these  resolutions,  had  doubtless  investigated  the 
subject  thoroughly;  and,  being  satisfied  himself, 
now  called  on  every  one  else  to  vote  without  dis- 
CQssion— -not  even  deignin|  to  bestow  upon  the 
Senate  tbe  information  in  his  power  to  bestow.  He 
seems,  on  the  contrary,  ta  imagine  that  they  are 
such  invaluable  propositions,  that,  once  they  are 
proposed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  vote  upon 
them  in  silence  and  in  reverence.  And  what  sub- 
jects do  they  involve?  Subjects  of  the  gravest  and 
most  momentous  character— touching  tbe  very 
foundations  of  the  whole  fabric  of  our  Government 
and  institutions.  These  were  not  questions  to  be 
hastily  and  hurriedly  voted  upon,  and  without  dis- 
cussion. Yet  it  was  obvious  no  time  remaine(Li>f 
this  session  for  discussing  any  one  branch  of  these 
subjects. 

These  resolutions  are  put  forward  as  of  vital  and 
l^essing  necessity,  to  arrest  the  doctrines  spreading 
abroad  in  relation  to  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of 
tboAates.    Whatefi^  ofthat  kind  can  they  poe- 


•ibly  have?  Will  they  arreat  public  opinion?  b 
the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States  constituted  for  the 
manufiiuBture  of  public  opinion?  Is  it  to  l>e  the 
Propaganda  of  public  sentiment?  If  ^tlemen  «c« 
peetedtbis,  they  would  be  diitappouted.  They 
could  neither  make  nor  cmsh  ptiblic  opinion.  Thdr 
resolutions,  even  if  they  were  passed,  wouldamouat 
jo  nothing.  They  would  have  no  legislative  effect^ 
and  could  not  manufacture  the  public  opinion  ex- 
pected from  them.  The  more  they  are  discussed, 
the  more  discussion,  they  will  create  among  te 
people;  so  that,  instead  of  crushing  the  sentiments 
they  are  intended  to  extinguish,  they  will  exaile 
their  development  and  extension.  He,  for  one, 
had  no  opinion  to  conceal,  or  shrink  from  avowing 
in  tbe  face  of  the  world.  If  gentlemen  wanted  an 
expression  of  his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  they 
should  have  it,  vote  or  no  vote.  He  told  them  now 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  Government  was  luder 
no  obligation  whatever,  moral  or  legal,  to  assume 
the  debte  of  the  States,  incurred  for  their  own  in- 
dividual purposes.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
faidi  of  the  (general  Government  was  not  commit- 
ted in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  obligations  of  the 
States  to  their  creditors.  He  trusted  ^he  day  was 
far  distant  when  any  state  of  things  could  exist  in 
which  it  would  be  expedient  even  for  the  Genenl 
Government  to  entertain  the  subject,  in  any  shape 
•r  form,  of  interfering  for  the  adjustment  of  Stale 
obligations.  But  much  and  decidedly  as  be  was 
opposed  to  such  interference,  be  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that,  in  tbe  long  hereafter  which  may  be 
viewed  in  perspective,  a  case  may  not  possibly 
arise  in  which  the  embarrabsments  of  one  or  more 
States  may  be  such  that,  if  not  relieved,  they  may 
endanger  tbe  General  Government  itself  and  the 
whole  0nion.  And  viewing  that  poseibility-^^-and 
he  only  looked  upon  it,  as  at  pres»t  informed,  as 
a  bare  possibility— he  was  not  prepared  to  pMge 
himself,  by  any  obligatory  vote,  against  such  Kne 
of  conduct  as  the  best  policy  and  best  interesta  of 
the  cotuitry  might  demand  at  his  hands. 

After  reviewing  the  whole  sulject  in  a  great 
variety  of  lights,  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  remnrk- 
faig  that  he  could  not  voe  for  the  amendment  of  tbs 
Senator  from  Georgia,  nor  did  he  see  how  any  friend 
to  the  great  principle  of  distribution  could  vote  for 
it  The  question  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  tbe  ^public  lands  to  the  nev- 
oral  States  was  one  which  he  and  his  ffiends  had 
maintained  with  all  the  zeal  and  eneigy  of  which 
they  were  capable;  they  had  never  doubted  t)^ 
constitutional  power  to  make  that  distributioB. 
They  considered  it  a  question  placed  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt.  But  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  at  once  sanctions  a  doubt  npoa 
that  point  in  the  outset,  by  stating  that  this  res- 
olution is  to  be  understood  as  neither  affirming  nor 
denying  the  power  of  the  Gkmeral  Government  as 
to  the  distrilmtion  or  surrender  to  the  States  of  the 
public  lands.  He  conld  not  votie  for  it,  and  he 
trusted  the  friends  of  distribution  would  not 

Mr.  BAGBY  explained;  and,  in  the  comae  ef 
his  eiptanation,  he  denied  that  be  had  atteanled 
to  manufacture  public  opinion  by  anything  whieh 
he  had  said;  and  he  asserted  that  he  was  as  little  of 
a  political  propagandist  as  the  Senator  from  Ken* 
tucky  himself.  Since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  had  never  played  the  part, 
nor  attempted  to  play  the  part,  of  a  political  propa- 
gandist He  had  never  introduced  into  this  body 
what  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to  denominate  ab- 
stract propositions;  and,  if  he  adhered  to  bispmsent 
impressions,  in  all  human  probability  be  aefsr 
should.  Indeed,  he  had  gone  further;  for  he  had  not 
only  not  introduced  abMract  propositions  there,  bat 
he  had  not  even  entered  into  their  discttsaion  until 
he  was  driven  to  it  by  the  renaarks  of  other  Seaa- 
tors  on  this  fioor.  Great,  and  vital,  and  impertaat 
as  these  and  kindred  propoutiotts  were,  he  had 
not  entered  into  this  discussion  to  mannfM«tfe 
pnl>lic  opinion;  for  he  was  not  vaiu  eno«gh  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  manufacture  public  opifllon,  eien 
for  those  who  generally  think  with  him;  much  less, 
for  others  who  differed  from  him.  But,  little  as  be 
expected  anything  whidi  he  said  to  have  any  effrct 
on  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CairmnmaJ 
he  must  say  he  was  a  little  astonished  at  the  small 
importance  that  Senator  seemed  now  to  nttadi 
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to  the  iDtrodaetioB  and  diseosuon  of  propositioDs 
lUra  this;  for,  though  he  did  not  recoUect  any  ocea* 
tkm  on  which  the  Senator  had  troubled  the  Senate 
with  resolutions  of  this  character,  he  did  recollect 
a  notable  instance  when,  whatever  the  effect  might 
be  before  the  country,  or  in  other  quarters,  he  did 
not  expect  the  effect  would  have  been  entirely  lost 
<m  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself.  WhMt 
was  the  course  of  that  gentleman's  illustrious  pre- 
deoe68or1--and  when  he  said  illustrious,  he  meant 
what  he  said.  At  the  last  session,  that  individual 
(Mr.  Clay)  introduced  eleven  abstract  propositions; 
and  they  occupied  the  time  of  this  body  for  five 
calendar  months;  and  not  only  so,  but  when  he 
(Mr.  Clay)  retired  fsom  this  body,  in  his  valedic- 
tory address,  he  bequeathed  those  resolutions  as  a 
kguj  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remark,  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard;  but  he  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  did  not  vote^or  those  resolutions. 

Mr.  BaGBY  continued.  Perhaps  he  was  mis- 
taken; but  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  this:  that 
when  such  doctors  disagreed,  as  some  Senators  to 
whom  he  had  alluded,  on  subjects  like  this,  it 
might  be  exceediogly  difficult  for  him  to  decide 
correctly.  The  course  of  the  )ast  session  was  to 
eoninmei  five  months — even  that  time  was  not 
deemed  too  much  then-^n  abstract  propositions. 
But  now,  a  short  time^ven  one  short  day — was 
considered  as  an  unreasonable  appropriation  of 
ttane  on  a  subject  like  this.  And  what  gave  li^e 
to  the  discussion  of  this  question  on  a  former  dajl 
Why,  thej  had  been  told,  day  after  day,  session 
after  session,  and  from  sources  without  number, 
that  the  credit  of  a  number  of  these  States  had  be- 
come bad;  and  without  some  interference  of  the 
General  Government— if  not  to  pay  the  debts  of 
those  States,  at  least  to  assist  them — the*  taint  of  the 
credit  of  the  States  would  extend  to  the  Federal 
credit.  Now,  he  did  not  wish  to  say — it  would  not 
be  becoming  his  position  there,  and  his  posi- 
tion forbade  it — that  he  should  renew  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Virginia;  but  he  asked 
what  those  propositions  were?  How  much  did 
tfiose  resolutions  contain  that  was  right,  and  how 
much  was  contained  in  them  that  was  wrong?    If 

Sitlemen  could  show  him  anything  in  them, 
t  was  wrong,  he  would  pledge  himself 
to  go  against  them.  But  they  merely  contained 
great  and  fundamental  principles.  What  were 
tbeyt  Some  of  them  were,  that  this  Government 
had  no  constitutional  power  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  State  debts;  and  that  if  that  power  ex- 
isted, it  would  l>e  a  dangerous  power,  and  its  exer- 
cise would  be  inexpedient  in  the  extreme.  That, 
he  believed,  was  their  substance;  and  he  asked  the 
Senate  if  these  propositions  did  not  connect  them- 
selves ihtimaiely,  deeply — ^nay,  vitally  with  the 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  position  of  the 
public  crediti  And  if  such  was  the  condition  of 
the  credit  of  the  country,  what,  he  asked,  was  it 
the  duty  of  Senators  to  do?  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [llr.  Crittbiidbn]  told  them  that  he 
was  prepared  to  record  his  vote  on  an  enactment, 
but  he  would  not  act  on  abstract  propositioi^. 
Now,  he  asked  that  honorable  Senator  where  was 
the  difference  l)etween  expifessing  an  opinion  on  a 
resolution  involving  great  and  important  princi- 
ples, and  expressing  an  opinion  on  a  law  in- 
volving the  same  great  and  important  prin- 
dptefll  It  might  be  said  these  resolutions  came 
not  within  the  sphere  of  their  action.  Well, 
if  onihe  resolutions  which  he  advocated,  and  which 
he  l)elieved  contained  the  true  theoryof  the  Consti- 
tution on  that  subject,  and  on  the  vote  on  the 
adoption  or  the  rejection  of  which  he  did  believe 
the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depended— if,  he 
said,  on  questions  like  thii,  gentlemen  come  up  and 
toe  the  mark,  there  must  l>e  some  reason  for  it. 
And  what  was  the  reason?  He  spoke  from  the 
e? idence  before  him;  he  took  into  view  all  the 
diseiissions  on  this  subject;  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  with  all  possible  respect  for  honora- 
ble Senators,  that  there  was  a  disposition  mani- 
fested, bcyondjall  doubt,  not  to  express  an  opinion 
onthese  resolndons— not  l)ecau8e  it  was  improper  to 
ds  so,  but  because  gentlemen  considered  it  impoli- 
tic to  do  so.  Whj?  Look  at  the  amendment  no- 
tified by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware;  and  what 


was  that?  It  came  within  one  iikch  of  the  mark. 
The  gentleman  proposed,  in  the  resolation  which 
aflirmed  that  the  Gkneral  Government  had  no 
constitutional  power  to  interfere  and  pay  the  debts 
of  the  Slates,  to  substitote  the  word  "obligation'* 
for  '*power;**  and  he  talked  about  legal  *'obliga- 
tlons"  and  morsl  '*  obligations,**  and  on  that 
point  they  had  had  many  homilies  read  to  them. 
Now,  with  all  possible  respect  for  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  that  amendment,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  it  looked  more  like  political 
propagandism  than  anything  else. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [M.  Baurow,]  who  bad 
misunderstood  his  observations  on  a  previous  day. 
That  honorable  Senator  had  said  that  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  assumption  of  State  debts  were 
so  on  the  ground  that  they  were  held  by  British 
bafkkers  and  British  brokers;  and  be  fuVther  said 
that  there  was  nb  difference  between  their  obliga- 
tion to  American  citizens,  and  British  bankers  and 
brokers.  Why,  he  (Mr.  Baout)  said  so  too;  but 
that  was  not  the  point.  He  (Mr.  Baoit)  said 
they  were  under  no  obligation  at  all.  He  would 
ask  the  Senator  f^omLouisiana,  then,  the  question— 
whether  there  was  a  doubt  operating  on  the  public 
mind,  l>oth  at  home  and  abroad,  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  assume  and  pay  the 
State  debts?  And  he  asked  if,  according  to  testi- 
mony before  them,  it  was  not  operating  in- 
juriously on  the  public  credit?  He  asked  fur- 
ther, if  it  was  too  much  to  ask  Senators  to 
remove  the  doubt  which  was  operating  so  injn- 
riously-^notto  manpfacture  opinion,  but  to  remove 
erroneous  impression.  Look  at  the  correspondence 
of  those  British  t>rokers  and  British  bankers  with 
(he  President  of  the  Uniied  States  and  his  Secretary 
of  State;  and  what  was  the  language,  and  what 
was  the  tenor,  of  the  whole  of  them?  American 
stocks  must  inevitably  go  down,  unless  one  thing 
was  done;  and  what  was  that?  Why,  it  was  said 
an  assurance  must  be  extended  te  the  foreign  hold- 
ers of  State  stocks,  or  the  national  credit  would 
•partake  of  that  blight  which  had  cut  off  all  hope 
in  reference  to  State  liabilities.  That  was  a  ques- 
tion which,  in  his  (Mr.  Baoit^)  opinion,  called  on 
them  for  a  decisive  and  direct  opinion  respecting 
State  debts;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing public  opinion.  He  (Mr.  B.)  should  manu- 
facture opinion  for  no  one;  he  w|ls  (here  to  ex- 
press his  own.  He  wished  to  manufacture  opm- 
ion  for  no  one:  he  wished  to  fabricate  political  capi- 
tal for  no  one;  but  he  wished  to  remove  impres- 
rions  that  their  treasury  was  bankrupt,  and  their 
credit  dishonored;  and  he  believed,  as  he  had  a 
soul  to  be  saved,  that  if  the  American  Secretary 
had  done  what  he  ought  to  have  done — if  he  had 
said  to  these  bankers  and  brokers  that  this  iGk>vern- 
ment  had  no  power  over  this  subject,  this  Govern- 
ment would  never  have  stood  in  the  position  in 
which  it  was  repiesented  to  stand  at  this  hour. 
After  a  few  other  otwezvations,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman took  his  seat. 

Mr.  CONRAD  obseived  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  have  taken  any  further  part  in  this  discussion; 
and  he  would  not  now  have  rtsen,  had  not  tha  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  made  allusion  to  his  {emarks, 
made  the  other  day..  Not  that  he  considered  there 
was  anything  discourteous  in  the  Senator's  allu- 
sions, but  to  set  himself  and  the  Senator  right  upon 
some  points  on  which  he  might  be  misunderstood. 
It  was  true  he  b^  said*-but  not  to  the  extent  sup- 
posed by  the  Senator— that  he  saw  nothing  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  with 
some  few  exceptions  as  to  phraseology,  to  which 
he  would  not,  on  general  principles  assent. 
This,  it  would  be  recollected,  was  said  under  a 
protest  that  he  had  not  either  beard  these  subjects 
discussed  in  the  Senate,  or  had  time  to  examine 
into  them  himself;  and  therefore  was  not  prepared 
to  expressany  decided  opinion — not  having,  in  fact, 
bad  an  opportunity  of  making  up  his  mind  on  the 
constitutional  principles.  But  he  was  now  pre- 
pared to  say,  that,  having  examined  into  the  sul>- 
ject  since  these  resolutions  were  last  up,  he  had 
satisfied  himself  that  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the 
tesoluttons  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  without 
radical  modifications,  which  would  essentiany 
I  change  their  character.     The   first   resolntioD, 


which  he  considered  merely  prefatory,  asserts  a 
proposition  as  a  fact,  which  he  (Mr.  ComuD)  de- 
nied to  be  a  fact— that  *<anoth8r  of  die  promuent 
causes  which  tend  to  prolong  and  increase  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  Sie  country,  and  to 
retard  the  ultimate  restoration  of  public  and  pri- 
vate credit,  is  the  uncertainty  and  suspense  thrown 
over  the  policy  of  this  Government,  in  regard  to 
the  debts  of  the  States,  by  the  agitation  of  prqJMta 
for  the  virtual  assumption  of  those  debts  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Union.** 

Now,  this  was  what  he  denied  to  be  the  fiMt. 
He  knew  it  was  not  among  the  causes  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  any  of  the  States  with  which  he 
was  acquainted;  for  in  such  States  there  was  no 
agitation  whatever  on  the  subject  Indeed,  he 
doubled  if  it  was  a  subject  of  agitation  in  any  of 
the  Stales  at  all— except,  perhaps,  Maryland,  aad 
one  or  two  more.  Mr.  C.  in  like  manner  disease 
ed  the  bearings  of  the  several  resolutions,  and 
showed,  Arom  the  context  of  the  whole,  why  he 
could  not  sulscribc  to  them.  He  then  replied  to 
such  observations  as  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
had  made  in  reference  to  his  (Mr.  Cs)  former  re- 
marks.        

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  liext  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  reiteratinf 
his  former  declarations  as  to  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  the  assumption  of  the  det>ts  of  the  States. 

Mr.  McDUFPIB  sajd,  in  order  that  the  c^inione 
of  every  Senator  might  be  distinctly  obtained  upoft 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  resolutions,  he 
would  propose  an  amendment,  which  he  thought 
would  naturally  supersede  that  of  the  genilemaa 
from  Gheergia;  as  by  it  was  presented  the  separate 
and  distinct  questions  of  the  constitutionality  and 
the  expediency  of  the  assumption  of  State  debis 
by  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  CONRAD  observed  that  this  was  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  amendment  that  had  been  offered. 

Mr.  McDOFFlB.    But  this  comes  to  the  point. 

Mr.  CONRAD.  It  is  about  as  far  from  the  point, 
I  apprehend,  as  any  of  the  others.  He  moved  to 
postpone  the  subject  to  the  Ist  day  of  December 
nexL 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  did  not  know  why  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  have  the  vote  as  well 
upon  the  resolutions  as  they  stood,  as  though  each 
question  was  presented  separately  and  distinctly. 
If  the  resolutions  were  considered  of  no  eanse- 
qnence  in  themselves — if  they  were  a  mere  hruiwn 
fvUmmt  and  would  have  no  influence  upon  popular 
opinion — upon  the  action  of  the  States  in  relation 
to  this  matter— why  had  gentlemen  consumed  so 
much  time?  Why  were  they  desirous  of  avoiding 
a  vote,  the  consequences  of  which  would  amount 
to  nothing?  Why  were  they  endeavoring  to  avoid 
a  vote,  by  motions  to  lay  the  resofutions  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  by  a  motion  for  postponement?  Why  avoid 
a  direct  vote,  denying  or  afilrming  the  question  of  the 
constitutionality  or  expediency,  as  long  as  it  would 
produce  no  effect?  Produce  no  effect,  sirl  The  Sen- 
ate was  one  of  die  parties  appealed  to,  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States.  They  could  not  be  assumed 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate:  and  would 
it,  then,  have  no  effect,  that  one  oi  the  parties 
should  declare,  in  advance,  their  belief  that  this 
Government  had  no  constitutional  power  to  assume 
those  debts?  Whoever  thought  that  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  ponessed  the  power  to 
instruct  Congress  to  violate  the  Constitution?  If 
they  pass  the  resolution  proclaiming  that  the  Gov- 
ernment possessed  no  constitutional  power  to  do 
so,  instruction  would  fall  impotent  How  had 
this  question  been  brought  there?  Were  the  Dem- 
ocratic members  of  that  body  to  be  charged 
with  consuming  the  time  of  the  Senate  apon  this 
subject?  Certainly  not.  The  resohitions  were 
brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  assumption — by 
numerous  petitions  from  the  people  in  various 
Smtes,  calling  upon  the  GovernHeat  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States  by  the  issue  of  stock.  It 
had  been  brought  to  their  attention  by  the  ftrtends— 
not  by  the  opponents— of  assumption;  and  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  asked  for  an  expression  of  its  opinion 
upon  the  subject  Was  not  this  parliamentary! 
VThat  had  been  the  course  adopted  heretofore  upon 
such  subjects  as  this,  where  pettdoas  had  been 
presented,  and  the  action  of  Congress  ipoa  it  n^ 
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▼«»aUf-^«&  mgkt  of  that  body  to  make  a  re- 
speetfiU  m^yt  w  wished  an  expression  of  the 
jadgmentoi  ,the  Seniue!  to  be  m^  in  this  case, 
that  there  imght  be  no  misconception  in  the  pnblie 
mind  in  reference  to  the  subject  Axkd  he  wonid 
«af  to  the  d^ie,  that^by  refusing  snch  expression, 
they  would  assuredly  oaeasion  repudiation  on  the 
part  of  the  I.egisl|kture8  of  th^  Slates.  Be  hoped 
thai  It  direct  yote  would  be  taken,  believing  ir,  as 
he  did,  of  far  gre|vter  importance  than  aay  other 
iubjeet  which  could  poesibly  engage  the  attention 
ofQ^ngress. 

Mr.  OALHOUN  said  he  believed  there  was  no 
Bomber  of  that  body  who  bad  a  greater  regard  for 
ihe  public  faith,  either  of  the  States  individnally  or 
naited,  in  this  ^rerament;  there  was  no  man 
sortanxioae  that  they  riioald  fulfil  with  fidelity 
the  engageaems  they  had  made,  than  he  was;  and 
yetha  was  as  stjrongly-H>r,  pediaps,  more  stroag- 
iT-^pposed  to  this  measure  than  any  member  of 
mat  Mj»  And  if  he  had  no  other  reason  (for  he 
would  not  go  into  ttie .  eonstitutional  argument)  but 
afegard  for  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  them* 
aelves,he  would  raise  his  voice  against  it.  Hehelieved 
it  would  be  doing  them  infinite  injustice.  If,  by  any 
yomibility,  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  it  could  not 
■landi  it  would  orerwhelm  the  mvenue  of  the 
country.  Instead  of  being  a  charge  upon  the  pub- 
lia  lands  ahme,  it  would  become  a  charge  upon  the 
easioms,  which,  every  one  must  be  aware,  were 
lasufficieat  toaustaia  the  ordinary  expenses  of  i2ie 
Ckvemment.  To  add  a  burden  of  six  millions 
more  was  preposterous.  It  involved  the  altema- 
tiva— whkm  he  trusted  no  one  would  desire— of  in- 
tanal  taxation,  or  of  repudiation  on  the  part  of  the 
Gtoeral  Gtovemment. 

He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  a  response 
"ought  to  be  given  to  the  numerous  petitions  which 
liad  been  presented  to  them,  and  to  the  reaolutions  of- 
ftred  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  They  ought  to 
put  upon  record  a  vote  declaring  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  every  consideration  of  expediency  to 
adopt  such  a  measure,  in  order  to  let  the  public 
creditorB  undentand  the  true  state  of  the  ques* 
Hon. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was,  as  decidedly  as  aay 
gentleman  within  that  body  could  be,  adverse  to 
the  proposition  of  assuming,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  the  debts  of  die  States,  m  whatever 
lorm  that  prc^position  might  be  presented.  He  bad 
l»een  desirous  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
that  body  should  be  had  upon  the  question;  but  it 
was  now  perfectly  evident  that  every  endeavor  to 
obtain  that  expression  must  fail  of  success,  from 
the  policy  which  he  perceived  gentkfnen  were  de- 
termined to  pursue,  in  order  to  prevent  a  direct 
▼ote  upon  the  propo^ion.  He  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  going  mto  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion; for  it  was  a  question,  it  seemed  to  him,  alto- 
gether too  large  to  admit  of  being  properly  and 
fully  discussed  during  this  session,  even  if  the 
whole  renpaining  time  should  be  devoted  to  it. 

When  this  suoject  was  first  brought  before  Con- 
gress, he  (Mr.  A.)  confessed  he  was  among  the 
number  of  those  who  strongly  reprehended  (though 
he  was  then  In  the  retirement  of  private  life)  even 
the  introduction  of  the  question  into  the  (Congress 
of  the  United  States.  It  did  not,  at  that  time,  even 
enter  into  his  conception  that  it  would  ever  be  mat- 
ter (ss  he  now  found  it  was  likely  to  become)  of 
grave  deliberation  whether  it  would  be  politic  or 
just,  on  the  part  of  this  GtovemBient,  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States. 

He  Was  desirous  of  having  a  distinct  vote  upon 
the  question  now,  though  he  was  as  adverse  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  declared  himself  to  be 
to  the  adoptibn  of  such  a  measure;  for  the  matter 
was  growing  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  an  abetrae- 
^n,  though  it  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  a 
demi-abstraction  still,  ue  feared  that  a  very 
alarming  change  in  public  sentimat,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  was  about  taking  place;  and,  pe^- 
^J>s,  by  the  time  that  Congress  should  again  con- 
▼ene,  if  it  were  undetermined  now,  they  would 
have  it  forced  upon  them  the  more  urgently  by  rea- 
aon  of  the  deliy.  He  was  very  apprehensive  that 
mil  resistance  to  it,  even  now,  would  prove  vain; 
1>Qt  ha  dciiied  to  include  himself  among  choae  who> 


on  the  very  threshold  of  this  matter,  had  waged  an 
undying  hostility  towards  this  absurd  and  unwar- 
ranuble  scheme. 

Gentlemen  talked  of  limitations  upon  the  j^w- 
ers  of  this  Government,  and  at  the  same  moment 
were  proposing  legislative  action  by  which  the  as- 
sumption of  debts  to  the  amount  of  |800,000,000 
was  contemplated;  and  those  debte,  too,  never  hav- 
ing been  subject  to  the  action  of  this  Government 
when  such  a  proposition-  as  this  could  find  a  rest- 
ing place  in  this^  the  highest  national  court  of  ju- 
dicature, it  was  enough  to  awaken  them  to  resist- 
anoe;  it  was  not  a  time  for  idle  delay.  They  were 
invoked,  by  the  highest  considerations  of  public 
policy,  to  offer  at  once  a  determined  resistance  to 
this  atrocious  measure — ^for  so  he  regarded  it. 
But  he  had  riien  simply  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  altogether  in  vain,  he 
thought,  to  attempt  to  get  through  this  labyrinth  of 
resolution  piled  upon  resolution,  he  felt  constrained 
to  give  way.  He  would  be  obliged  to  forego  the  at- 
tainment of  the  object  which  he  greatly  desired, 
naitaiely:  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  question,  .or  else  consent  to 
consume  the  whole  of  the  remaining  time  of  the 
session.  He  would  be  constrained  to  vote,  there- 
fore— anxious  as  ht  was  to  give  a  vote  directly  upon 
(he  question,  as  well  as  to  express  his  opinions 
upon  it— >for  the  postponement. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  observed  that  he  always  re- 
garded what  was  said  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  being  entitled  to  much  weight.  But  when 
that  gentleman  declared  that  he  hoped  it  would  be 
impossible  tl^t  they  should  be  called  upon  at  any 
time  to  give  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  that 
body  upon  a  question  which  would  produce  such 
an  efiiect  upon  the  country  as  this  question  must 
necessarily  produce,  he  confessed  he  was  not  a  lit* 
Ue  disappointed.  On  this  side  of  the  Chamber  (the 
Democratic)  they  understood  each  other,  and  the 
country  understood  them.  Their  opmions  in  ref- 
erence to  this  question  were  well  known;  but  it  be- 
longed to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  solve 
the  doubts  which  were  resting  upon  the  public 
mind,  in  regard  to  what  the  action  of  Congress 
would  be  in  reference  to  it. 

Was  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (vessed,  ashe 
must  be,  in  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  this 
country)  not  prepared  to  decide  that  this  (Soverh- 
mcnt  cannot  assume  the  debte  contracted  by  the 
States— that  this  Government  cannot  lay  taxes  to  be 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  States?  Surely  he 
was  prepared  for  this  declaration;  if  not,  what  was 
the  inference?  That  the  party  of  which  that  gen- 
tleman was  the  powerful  champion,  was  unwilling 
tolayit;^  principles  before  the  country.  Was  he 
willing  to  incur  a  suspicion  of  this  nature?  Did 
the  gentleman  hold  that  we  had  no  r^ht  to  hold 
consultation  with  the  people  upon  subjeete  of  this 
natnre?  Senators  on  this  side  thought  diterehtly.- 
They  were  ever  ready  to  enter  into  consultation; 
to  reason;  to  aigue;  to  remoastrale;  to  discuss,  and 
endeavor  to  impress  those  opinions  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  just. 

Mr.  CRITTBNDBN  responded  to  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.pimnnaT,]  by  again  reiter- 
ating his  sentimente  on  the  subject  of  assumption, 
as  stated  Jn  his  first  remarks. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  Mr,  CtohbidM 
motion  to  postpone  the  subject  to  the  first  Monday 
in  December  -next, 

Mr.  BYANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  were  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  South  (3aiolina  [Mr. 
McDdffib]  now  included? 

The  CGUkIR  replied  in  the  nmitive. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  then  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  515,  nays  99,  as  foUowst 

'SEAS— Ifatiis.  Archer,  Btnow,  BatM,  Baynd,  Berriio, 
Choate,  Clajton,  Conrad,  Crafta,  CrItteDden,  Daytoo,  Srana, 
Gfahani,  Haodovon,  Huotinctoo,  Hangnni,  Iferrlfil^  BtUlar, 
MMBhMud,  Ptkdpa,  SmiUi  of  lodiaoai  Spiagoe,  Tauinadge, 
mite,  and  Woodbridge-25. 

NATd— MoMrs.  AHeo,  Ba^by.  Benton,  Bnchanaa,  Gallioan, 
CatlitMrt,  FnUoB.  King,  Linn,  McDoffle.  MeKolierta,  Rivee, 
Sevier,  Smiik  of  OoBnectioiit,Stiirceon.  IVippan,  Walker,  Wil- 
cox, williama,  Woodbnrjr,  Wright,  andTonng— 02. 

Mr.  McDUPFIB  now  submitted  his  resolutions, 
as  a  substantive  propodtioBy  as  foUowa: 


I 


coMUtutional  power  to  aarame  mblB&m  ooaOMlM  Bf  ma 
Statea  for  ttett  own  proper  porpowa,  bf  tbe  tHUajw  mtkf 
whatever  fond  may  be  pledged  for  the  p^mentef  lhiSM«iR 
nrprlneipaL 

BMolved,  ThatitialneKpedieotforthiaGoTefniiieoithiiio 
aerame  theaforeaaid  debt*. 

He  hoped  they  would  be  considered  now,  imd 
allowed  to  go  at  once  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  SYANS  and  others  objected. 

The  resolutions,  therefore,  lie  over  one  day,  under 
the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITB,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  and,  after  some  thne 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRBSBNTATlYBa 

Satihidat,  February  18, 1843. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  pc^tion  of  nume?qjM 
eitiiens  of  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  prayiig  m 
relief  to  the  country,  by  the  issue  of  stock  baeed 
upon  tbeproceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  publie  lands. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  printed  the  memorial  of 
William  Bell  and  64t  other  citizens  of  Westen 
Pennsylvania,  (who  consider  the  publie  domain 
as  the  property  of  the  individual  States,)  prayiag 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  the  issue  of  Govern- 
ment stock,  on  tbe  basis  of  the  public  domain. 

THE  OPERATION  OF  THE  TARIFF   ON 
FOREION  TREATIES. 

Mr.  McKEON  offered  the  following  rasohitioB; 
and  it  was  adopted: 

Jletetoed,Tbat  the  Prealdent  ofthe  United  flcataa  beimait- 
edio  communicate  to  thia  Houae<if  not  Incompacilrte  with  the 
public  intereot)  any  oorreepondence  between  the  repraaenta- 
Uvee  of  foreign  Oovemmente  and  the  Government  or  tbe  Unl* 
ted  Statea  hi  relation  to  tbe  operation  of  the  prcMnt  tarifT  lawa 
on  tieatlei  eitating  with  thoae  foreign  Govemmemau 

THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  FILIjMORE  said  it  had  been  his  inteatioa 
to  move,  this  mommg,  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self Into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union;  but  he  had  been  appesled  to  on  all  sHes 
of  the  House  to  permit  some  bills  on  tbe  Speaker^ 
table  to  be  this  day  disposed  of;  and  he  wouUL 
therefore,  waive  the  motion  which  he  had  jnttindea 
to  make,  so  that  the  bills  alluded  to  could  be  ta- 
ken up  and  disposed  of,  and  that  then  tbe  eomaut- 
tees  codd  be  called  for  reports;  but,  on  Monday 
morning,  be  should  move  that  the  House  rsaolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  d 
the  Union. 

Mr.  COWEN  suggested  that,  after  the  disposal 
of  the  business  alluded  to,  tbe  House  should  take 
up  a  bill  on  the  table  for  the  relief  of  Amoa  Ken- 
dall; and  be  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  tiifl 
the  House  go  into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  that 
bUl. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  rose,  and  called  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day.  

Mt.  A.  H.  H.  STUART  obtained  pemiaakm  to 
bring  before  the  House  the  slate  of  the  Comnuttee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  which,  being  without  a  qnorum, 
in  consequence  of  the  sickne^  of  several  of  its 
members,  it  was  unable  to  transact  any  buainess. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  other  gentlemen  be  ap- 
pointed, to  give  the  committee  a  working  ^oram, 
in  the  place  of  those  who  were  unable  to  attend. 
Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  resolutions  of  thel^gi^ 
latore  of  (he  State  of  Louisiana,  directing  tbe  Sen- 
ators from  that  State,  and  requesting  its  RepreeenC- 
atives,  to  endeavor  to  get  the  Qovemment  to  assist 
that  State  in  removing  obstructions  in  Red  river; 
and  another  like  resolution,  directing  and  request- 
ing their  Senators  and  Representatives  to  uae  their 
exeiiions  to  have  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons, 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
equipped,  mounted,  and  occupied  as  at  praaent,  at 
Fort  Jesnp. 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL  presented  additieatl 
documents,  relating  to  the  case  of  John  Mcintosh 
of  Florida. 


Mr.  TURNEYpres^ted  like  papeii  in  the  i 
ease. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  from  theiCommittee  on 
Commerce,  submitted  a  bill,  as  an  amendment Iq  a 
bill  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  T^easuy 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  ralMkNi  to 
custom-bouse  organiiation. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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RBMOVAL  OF  JONATHAN  ROBERTS. 

;  Tb^SPEAKBR  pfOMiited  to  tbe  House  m  Es* 
eentiTe  eommanication  urom  the  Treaeury  Depart* 
■MAt»  ui  ftDfwer  to  a  resolntien  of  tbe  Hovetf  of 
Bepieae&tatives  of  the  13th  Febmaiy  last,  respeel* 
log  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  eolkctor  of 
PUtadelfhia,  wlueh  w.$b  as  iollows: 

TBBAfvsT  DiPAsntiirr, 
Februatyl6,im. 

tkm  thffrv  thehoMrtoitite,  in  reply  lo  the  rMoloikm  of  the 
Bo«eof  RepMeeptathrei,  adopted  od  the  19th  Ineiaiit,  that  bo 
chtnee  hare  been  prererred  tothie  departmeot  agahwt  Jone^ 
then  RobeOib  late  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  retauive 
tohlidiicaanie  of  the  dotiee  of  eaU  oSloe;  that  no  order,  in- 
itinctioe,  or  reqaee^  addreaed  to  the  eaid  Jonathan  SLobetUh  to 
remore  or  apoout  any  enbordlnate  officen  of  the  customs  at 
the  port  of  Pniladelpfiia,  b  contained  on  thi  records  of  thk  de- 
[lai'iiwu  Tbe  onlj  letter  on  that  soiy ect,  within  my  kaowled«, 
h^|i|ja  DiiTate  note  wrhtcn  by  me,  endoranf  one  from  the 
frplent;  opptee  of  neltlSer  of  which  were  retained. 

ff  herewith  mdoee,  agreeably  to  the  call  contained  in  thereeo- 
Mmk  ^9apr  of  the  order,  or  letter,  dismisBingJIr.  Roberta 
l^oia.  the  office  of  collector  of  said  port,  (marlced  A.)  and  a 
copy  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Firrt  Comptroller,  (marlnd  B,)  which 
OMOtote  all  letters  and  papers  in  possessloft  of  tbe  deputment, 
ctMktg  to  the  sabjeet  emhraced  in  said  reeolntion. 
Iam,iii|jrery  respect  fally, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  FORWAKD, 
flecreiaiy  of  the  Treaeury. 

TtotbaHoQ.  JoHX  Wsm^  Speaker,  dbc 

TuLunnnr  DapAanoNT, 

September  10, 18^ 

Bsk:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  hifbrm  you  that  he  Ium 
appoktled  Thomas  B.  Smith  to  be  collector  of  the  cnstomafor 
thedistriet  of  Fhiladelpfaia,  in  yonr  place. 
I  am,  Tery  reepectfolly, 

I         Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory. 

JOMATHAJf  ROBBIB,  ESO., 

laie  OoUeotor  of  the  Oostome,  Philadelphia. 

B. 
TmtBun  PKPAiifmiHi, 
CktmptroOer^e  Cffiee^  September  10^  1842. 

Jhm  Ibomaa  B.  Smith  havhig  heed  appointed  collector  of 
Philiddphli,  yon  wU  deliver  to  him,  on  application,  all  the 
BiWe  property  In  your  posseisioo,  together  with  the  Ibrma, 
OMlpef  eiitiy,  and lastriictiom  rotating  to  the  duties  of  the  of 
fic^withwhkdiyopliayebeen  furnished  by  this  department; 
Ibrln  wlilch/ott  will  take  duplicate  receipts,  (spedtying  every 
tfiWa,}  and  mrwatd  ose  of  them  to  this  office. 
Vary  rH|>eeit\i]ly, 

Tour  obedient  serranti 

J.  w.  Mcculloch.  . 

Compcn>nBr. 
JwriWiM  Reaaai^i  Bsg., 

Late  Collector  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  TOLAND' moved  the  referenee  of  these 
papers  to  a  select  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers;  and  on  this  he  moredthe 
pievioRs  question. 

The  prcTions  qnestion  was  seconded,  the  main 
qoestion  was  ordered  to  be  pat,  and  a  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table  was  nega« 
tifsd. 

flir.WISB  called  for  a  division  of  the  mo- 
tioB;  and  the  question  was  first  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
74  to  61. 

Mr.  WIBB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
nest  biandi  of  the  motion;  and»  being  ordered,  they 
fenlted  thns— yeas  77,  nays  65.  The  whole  mo- 
tion waS)  therefore,  agreed  to. 

REMOVALS  FROM  OFFICE 

Tbe  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol 
lowing  communication,  whieh  was  read: 

TaULSUKV  Bl»AKTlCBRTy 

February  16, 1813. 
9m  1  b^vo  the  honor  to  state,  io  answer  to  the  resolnuoa  of 
tbe  Bouse  of  fte^nresentatives  adopted  on  tlie  13th  instant,  re* 
qairlng  copies  of  all  or  any  charaee  that  may  he  on  file  In  my 
office  against  Calvin  Blythe,  ss  collector  of  the  port  of  Ptiila« 
delphia,  and  tlM  names  of  tlioee  who  petitioned  for  liis  removal, 
that  no  snch  charges  or  petitions  are  contained  in  the  records 
ofthisdspartment. 

There  are  recwnmendatioaa  for  the  ojBce  of  collector;  hot  as 
Ibey  contain  neither  charges  against  Mr.  Blythe,  nor  adt  for  his 
ramoval,  tiiey  are  not  deemed  to  be  within  the  call  of  the  reso- 
lution. 
I  aa^  sir,  vecy  veipeeiAiUy,  your  iMHent  servant, 

W.  FORWakD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hod.  Jeu  Wain. 

Speaker  of  the  Hoaae  of  Bepraaantativesi 

Mr.  WISE  obeerred,  that  as  tbe  response  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  the  successor  of 
Hr.  Blythe,  had  been  referlred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
he  should  more  the  same  refer^ice  in  relation  to  the 
lespoBse  respecting  the  remoral  of  lir.  Blythe,  but  11 
fortbercasoathathc  oonoaiYcd  that  the  Hoosa  Jj 


had  in  no  capacity  whatever,  nnder  the  Constitn- 
tlon  of  the  United  Stales^  ^  power  to  call  the 
ExecntiYC  to  account  for  tbe  remoral  of  a  public 
officer. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  the  genllemiUi  to  osder, 
and  demanded  what  was  the  questioa  before  the 
Honee. 

Mir.  WISE  said  that  he  should  more  to  print  the 
commoaication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  on  that  motion  be  intended  to  speak.  We 
have  (said  he)  an  authority  in  tbe  report  of  the 
Oommiltee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  tbe  exchequer 
bill;  and,  in  that  report,  the  extraordinary  doctrine 
was  laid  down,  that  the  entire  Congress  of  tbe 
Unite<!P  States  could  not  limit  the  executive  power 
of  removal. 

Mr.  BARNARD  again  called  Mr.  W.  to  order, 
on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  a  right  to  show  why 
he  did  not  move  to  refer  this  communication  to  a 
select  committee,  and  for  pursuing  a  different 
course  from  that  taken  in  the  eise  of  Jonathan 
Roberts.  HiB  remarks  were,  tlierefore,  unqnes- 
tionably  pertinent  to  the  motion  before  the  House. 
The  two  cases  were  directly  paralieL  Bly ths  was 
in  office  as  collector  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  re- 
ntoved  firom  it  at  the  time  that  Roberts  was  ap« 
pointed,  without  any  imputation  on  his  conduct, 
except  that  he  differed  in  polities  f^om  the  party 
in  power.  He  was  removed  at  the  time  when,  not* 
withsthnding  the  party  that  had  just  got  into  power 
had  denoimoed  the  party  that  had  gone  oat,  for  po« 
Utical  proscription,  there  were  90,000  hungry 
wolves  in  this  city,  of  the  glorious  Whig  par^, 
seeking  whom  they  might  devour.  At  that  tiSM, 
Calvin  Blythe  was  turned  out  of  office,  without  any 
diarge  whatever  being  made  against  him,  and 
Roberts  was  put  in  his  place.  He  did  not  intend 
to  1^  into  the  caae  of  Roberts,  as  it  was  not  the 
subject  of  investigatfon;  but  be  would  remark,  that 
the  only  blame  he  attached  to  the  President  in  rehip 
tion  to  this  matter,  was,  for  not  removing  him 
sooner  than  he  did.  Whether  the  case  of  Btytbe 
was  to  be  raiened  to  a  select  committee,  with  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  or  papers,  or  not,  would  de- 
pend on  the  motion  of  sotBBc  other  gentleman.  He 
could  not  make  that  motion,  for  tbisTeason  he  bad 
before  giveni  but  would  leave  it  to  the  gelMleaMm 
firom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  BaowN.J 

He  eonld  not  call  on  the  President  of  the  ITni- 
ted  States  fbr  Ws  reasons  for  removing  men 'ftom 
office,  when,  aooordtog  to  the  report  of  the  Cook 
mittee  of  Ways  tnd  Means,  they  could  not  even 
delegate  that  power  to  the  Senate  which  co-oper- 
ated in  the  appointing  power.  This  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  voted  for  the  reference 
of  the  case  of  Roberts  to  a  select  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  aad  pap^s;  which  was, 
in  ^fect,  to  make  the  President  accountable  to 
them  for  tlus  ressoval,  when,  according  to  their  re- 
port, he  was  not  aooonntable  even  to  the  Senate. 
If  tliere  was  one  principle  held  by  the  Whigs  more 
sacred  than  another,  prior  to  the  last  ele^ions^  it 
was  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
not  have  the  power  of  removal  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  No  one  before  bad  ever 
held  the  monstrous  doctrine  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives should  have  the  concurrent  power  of 
removal,  and  the  power  to  send  Ibr  persons  and 
papers,  to  control  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  exercise  of  this  power.  The  doctrine 
he  had  always  maintained  was,  that  tbe  Senate, 
having  a  voice  m  appointments  to  office,,  shoidd 
also  have  a  voice  in  removals  from  office;  bat  that 
the  House,  having  no  voice  in  the  appc^tments, 
should  have  none  in  the  removals.  He  gave  gen- 
tlemen warning  |hat  if  they  would  go  into  the 
Suestion  of  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  he 
tould  go  into  the  case  of  the  removals  of  1,700 
postniasters  by  the  gentleman  firom  New  Tortr, 
[Mr.  GRAMosa,]  when  he  was  Postmaster  Geneial. 
He  had  ever  been  oj^^osed  to  the  blind  and  infii- 
crimiaate  removal  of  political  opponents  flrom 
office.  He  believed  that  one  of  tbe  evils  that  was 
gnawing  into  the  vitals  of  our  institutions  was  tbe 
want  of  permanence  in  appoiatmtetB  to  office; 
and  if  parties  were  to  be  permitted  to  put  in  their 
friends,  and  put  out  their  enemies,  eveiy  four  yean. 
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the  €k>Temment  must  go  to  wreeik  lor  the  want  ef 
competent  persons  to  cany  it  on. 

Mr.  EVERETT  here  called  Mr.  Wn:  to  erder 
for  inelevaneys  and,  ailtar  a  short  disenasion  ea 
thepoint  of  order, 

llie  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  in  order. 

Mr.  EVERETT  appealed,  and  called  fbr  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded  ty  the 
House;  and,  under  its  operati<»,  the  appeal  was 
overruled.  % 

Mr.  WISE  then .  concluded  his  remarks  by  say- 
ing, that  if  gentlemen  would  go  into  tUs  matAer* 
thqr  must  also  take  up  the  reign  of  the  ^oae 
month,'*  as  well  as  any  succeeding  period  siane 
the  political:  death  of  Mr.  Van  Bursn.  The  versr 
time  when  they  were  protest!^  to  the  people  A 
this  nation  that  they  were  againat  proscr^on,  the 
Whig  party  made  the  greatest  number  of  rente* 
vals— thus  showing  to  the  world  that  they  weie 
hypocrites  imd  knaves. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  rose  and  moved  that 
the  communication  be  referred  to  the  select  cornr* 
mittee;  with  instructions  te  inquire  whether  Jonfr< 
than  Roberts  took  any  part  in  the  removal  of  Cal« 
vin  Blythe,  and  what  that  part  was.  He  msde 
this  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  si^ 
a  few  words  to  the  House. 

Mr.  TOLAND  said  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
inquiries  being  instituted. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  wished  to  know 
whether  the  morning  hour  was  now  going  on. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  the  commuitication  wan 
such  as  evei^  one  expected  to  see.  There  were  no 
chaigesagamst  Calvin  BlyUie.  Indeed,  none  oouM 
have  been  made  against  a  man  who  preserved  sueib 
an  uftblemiBhed  reputation,  after  a  life  of  forty-five 
jfcars,  twenty  of  which  had  been  spent  in  the  servite 
of  bis  State,  aad  on  the  hattle-ields  of  his  country. 
In  the  post  of  Seeiretary  of  State,  judge  of  one  of 
the  State  courts,  and  a  pnblic  officer  in  various  sit« 
■atione,  he  always  bore  and  sustained  a  character 
of  unimpeadiable  integrity.  Appointed  collector 
of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  but  a  short  time  before 
tbe  close  of  the  btte  Admi|iistration,  he  had  not 
been  in  office  more  than  one  year  before  he  tiritf 
removed,  without  a  tabM,  or  a  suspicion,  or  ft 
charge  of  any  sort  Such  was  the  history,  in  a  few 
wer&,  of  CUvin  Biythe.  How  different  that  of 
his  suceesBort  Jonathan  Roberts  was  pvt  in  offles 
to  serve  the  bas^  purposes— to  be  the  insfrumem 
of  carrying  out  the  politieal  and  pergonal  sehenies 
of  bad  men.  It  is  upon  the  record  given  to  th« 
world  by  Mr.  Roberts  himself,  that  he  took  the 
office  upon  the  conditions  that  he  should  turn  onf 
faithful  officers,  and  put  in  their  places  die  profit 
gate  and  corrupt.  No  sooner  was  he  installed  in 
office,  than  every  iospector  and  watchman  in  the 
custom-house  was  removed,  without  a  man  at 
sunrise  the  next  day  to  tell  the  tale  that  be  was 
still  in  office.  In  the  letter  of  the  Pmidentan« 
nouncing  the  appointment,  he  tells  Mr.  Roberta 
that  be  is  expected  to  appoint  sm^  a»en  as  Bela 
Badger  and  J.  Washington  Tyson  sbouM  aaiM  lo 
him'r— nay,  worse  than  that— such  mai  as  ibejr 
bad  promised  ^(^  to  before  th^  were  appointeo, 
and,  no  doubt,  as  tbe  price  of  pmonal  services  to 
thmn  in  aiding  them  to  get  office  fitom  the  Presi- 
d«iU,or  for  corrupt  services  fbr  pipe-lsying  for 
the  Whig  party  to  achieve  its  victory  of  1840» 
And  who  were  Bela  Badi^er  and  J.  Washingtoa 
Tyson,  that  they  should  dictate  to  the  Treaaory 
Department,  or  the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  whe 
should  be  the  officers  of  its  ctistomsl  The  gentle- 
man Arom  Philadelphia  [Mr.  TobAin>]  would  not 
deny  that  Mr.  Roberts  had  carried  out  to 
the  letter  the  taistructioits  of  the  President,  and 
had  appointed  to  office  the  friends  and  associates  of 
Badger  and  Tysop.  And  such  appointments !  Of  all 
tbe  vile  and  the  worthless  io  PniUdelphia,  some  of 
them  were  die  very  worst.  Instead  of  the  custom- 
house, they  were  more  At  for  the  penitentiary- 
loafers,  pipe-layers,  aad  pardoned  convicts  wcrS 
among  them.  Whig  meetings  were  held  to  de- 
nounes  aad  repndlaie  them.  Whig  newspapers 
utterly  condemned  them.  The  whole  city  Pek  a 
shock  at  the  desecration  of  one  of  its  public  in- 
atitiitloM  ^  tbe  file  cbaraeter  of  iboas  plaeadin 
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it  bjr  Mr.  Boberts.  Such  were  Ihe  facts  of  th« 
case.  Was  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  the  Pres- 
ident ci  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  he  fonnd 
«ntlthe  eharaeter  of  Bela  Badger,  and  those 
1m  nad  been  the  means  of  patting  in  office, 
ikonld  request  Mr.  Boberts  to  torn  them  ont 
againf  It  Was  his  duty  to  reqoest  them  to  be  re- 
moyed.  And  why  eoald  not  Mr.  Boberts  hare  re- 
moved them?  Had  he  not  put  them  in  at  the 
leqnest  of  the  Presidentt  He  bad  suffered  dictation 
in  the  first  instaace^why  not  in  the  second?  The 
leason  was  obrious.  A  change  had  come  over 
the  spirit  of  his  dream^  When  be  took  the  office, 
be  was  a  flriead  of  Mr.  Tyler;  when  be  was  re- 
ooetted  to  make  the  removals,  he  was  a  fhend  to 
ue  chief  of  another  division  of  the  party.  The 
officers  to  be  removed  were  the  open  and  avowed 
ftiends  to  that  chieftain;  and  Mr.  Boberts  was 
willing  they  should  continue  in  office,  to  abuse 
and  vilify  Mr.  Tyler,  to  promote  the  election  of 
Mr.  Clay.  These  very  crimes  were  qualifications 
in  his  eyes  that  fitted  them  for  that  service. 

Those  were  the  immediate  causes  of  the  removal. 
It  was  on  record.  BIr.  Boberts  had  published  his 
own  guilt  to  the  world,  and  it  needed  no  committee 
of  this  House  to  give  it  a  broader  circulation. 

There  might  have  been  other  causes  operating 
in  the  President's  mind  when  be  was  removed.  It 
Blight  have  been  that  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  know  him 
ao  well  when  he  appointed  him;  he  might  have 
beard  afterwtrds  that  Mr.  Boberts  had  been  a  de- 
cided opponent  of  General  Harrison  during  the 
war;  he.  might  have  seen  on  the  records  of  the 
Senate,  what  he  had  not  noticed  before  he  ap- 
pointed him— that  Mr.  Boberts  hsd  been  one  of 
those  who  had  attempted  to. umish  the  fame  of 
General  Harrison,  by  refusing  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  to  honor  him.  He  might  also  have 
aobeequently  seen  that  Mr.  Boberts  was  the  author 
of  the  foulest  slaaderevcr  propagated  in  this  coun* 
try,  having  attempted  to  tarnish  the  reputation  of 
the  wife  of  a  hero  and  statesman— that  whidi  no 
bonorable  man  would  erer  attempt  to  bring  into 
politics.  Mr.  Tyler  might  not  have  known  all  this; 
and  when  he  had  become  informed  of  it,  Mr.  B.  ap- 
pealed to  this  House  and  the  country  if  he  was 
Bol  right  in  removiiig  him;  and  Mr.  B.  only  wished 
that  he  had  placed  his  removal  on  higher  grounds— 
on  the  grounds  which  he  had  last  staled;  but  one 
and  all  of  th«n  were  sufficient,  and  there  was  not  a 
man  in  Pennsylvania,  whose  feeling  was  not  cal- 
lous, whose  heart  had  not  been  deeply  dyed  in 
political  partisanship,  that  had  not  rejoiced  at  the 
removal. 

Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  withdrew  his  motion,  say- 
ing that  his  purpose  was  answered  by  the  oommu* 
nieation  just  received  from  the  department,  and  that 
be  did  not  wish  to  couple  the  name  of  Calvin 
Blythe  any  longer  with  that  of  Jonathan  Boberts. 

Mr.  BABNABD  now  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  subject  of  the  exchequer. 

The  motion  was  voted  down. 

Mr.  TOLAND  then  addressed  the  House  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  fh)m  Virginia,  [Mr.  WiscJ 
and  ^  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
CBiauEs  Baown.]  He  said  it  was  not  his  custom 
to  take  part  in  debates  of  this  kind;  and  he  would  not 
do  so  on  the  present  occasion,  but  that  he  felt  it 
due  to  his  constituents  lo  say  something.  He  read 
from  the  ixpoii  of  Mr.  Boberts,  refened  to  by  bis 
colleague,  and  contended  that  Mr.  Boberts  never 
consented  to  become  the  tool  of  any  man. 

Mr.  C.  BBOWN  roee,  and  read  a  part  of  the 
eapei^,  containing  a  letter  from  the  President  to 
Mr.  Bob^ts,  in  which  the  President  stated  that 

*<Mr.  Bsdgar  and  Mr.  Tymm  ha?«  been  the  waraieit  contast. 
uta.  ThefttOjhm  made  |>Tomi9e8  in  antkipation  of  suc- 
caaa  to  partiealar  pofwm^  whom  70V  may  quiet  by  carryinff 
them  oat.  I  merely  make  tou  luggestiona  aa  from  one  friend 
to  another,  to  be  adopted  07  70a  aa  vonr  jodgment  may  die* 
tate.  I  bare  one  wish,  I  confeai;  and  it  ia  that  Governor  Shaltz 
■hould  have  the  place  of  priocipal— «o  office,  the  duties  of 
which  are  light,  aiMi  the  income  01  aome  moment  to  him." 

This,  BIr.  B.  said,  it  was  known  was  all  carried 
out,  except  that  Governor  flhultz's  son  was  ap> 
pointed  instead  of  Governor  Shulrs. 

Mr.  Boberts  himself  says,  ia  his  own  egpne^  that 
his  "opp#MsiM<9  tkrougUut  wen  governed  &y  fke 
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Mr.  TOLAND  resumed,  and  contended  that  the 
fact  stated  by  his  colleague  came  from  the  letter 
of  the  President,  and  not  from  Mr.  Boberts.  He 
roee  not  to  attack  the  President,  but  to  vindicate 
Mr.  Boberts,  who  was  removed  because  he  would 
not  become  the  tool  of  any  man<  He  did  not  rise 
to  speak  against  Calvin  Blythe.  He  beliered  Mr. 
Blythe  was  a  man  of  high  character,  and  he  had 
never  asked  for  his  removal.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  had  attacked  his  reso- 
lution as  if  he  -had  iaiended,  in  offering  it,  to  in* 
terfere  with  the  functions  of  the  President.  So 
far  from  ba?ing  any  sndi  design,  he  had  studiously 
avoided  affording  even  a  shadow  for  such  a  charge. 
He  had  not  called  on  the  President,  but  i^erely 
for  documents  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
Were  the  departments  to  be  sealed  to  mllnbers 
desiring  information? 

Mr.  WlSB  said  that  a  mere  call  for  papers  on 
file  would  give  a  partial  view  only  of  the  question. 
A  call  on  the  President  would  give  the  entire 
view  of  it.  He  objected  to  giving  the  committee 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  because  it 
looked  like  an  attempt  to  hold  the  President  re* 
sponsible  to  the  House  for  his  appointments. 

Mr.  TOLAND  continued,  and  was  understood 
to  say  that  the  charges  against  the  President,  in  the 
matter  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Boberts,  were  of  a 
very  grave  character,  and  should  be  investigated. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  glad  to  see  what  was 
the  gentleman's  object    It  was  impeachment. 

Mr.  TOLAND  did  not  desire  to  have  words  put 
in  his  mouth  which  he  did  not  say.  He  wished 
inquiries  to  be  instituted,  not  knowing  where  those 
inquiries  would  lead  him.  If  they  led  to  an  im- 
peachment, he  (Mr.  T.)  would  not  shrink  from  it. 
Were  he  a  friend  of  the  President,  so  far  from  re- 
sisting inquiry,  he  would  encoursge  and  demand 
it. 

Mr.  STANLY  next  obtained'She  floor,  and  ob- 
served that  he  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the  session 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  the 
villany  of  Captain  Tyler.  The  Captain  had  not 
been  able  to  get  but  one  Democrat  to  support  him; 
and  now  there  remained  no  one  on  that  floor  to  de- 
fend him,  except  the  guard;  two  of  whom,  he  un- 
derstood, at  lesuBt,  were  to  receive  fat  oiBces  after 
the  4th  of  March.  If  the  subject  came  up  at  an- 
other time,  he  might  say  something  upon  it;  but,  at 
present,  the  game  was  too  contemptible  for  him  to 
waste  his  ammunition  upon  it.  He  therefore 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  vole  on  the  motion  to  print; 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPBAKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Department,  trans- 
mitting the  names  of  the  clerks  and  other  persouf 
employed  in  that  department  during  the  past  year: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  te  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Second  Auditor, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  die  accounts  rendered  by 
disbursing  ofikers  of  the  Government:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, stating  that,  in  aceordance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  August  dOth,  18^,  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into  for  the  use  of  Babbit's  anti-attrition 
metal,  and  asking  that  an  appropriation  be  made 
to  fulfil  the  consideration:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, transmitting  a  list  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  department  during  the  past  year; 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sev- 
erally read  twice,  and  referred: 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  **An  act 
in  relation  to  lands  sold  at  the  Qreensburg  or  St. 
Helena  district,  Louisiana,'*  approved  9d  August' 
1843;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Aftadame  de 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  represenlati?es. 

The  bill  flrom  the  House  for  the  relief  of  George 
Mayfield,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BVBEBTT  called  up  tl^e  motion  for  recon- 


siileration  of  the  vote  on  laying  on  tfajB  uUe  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Qlaim^ 
allowing  them  to  emptoy  a  clerk;  and,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  the  reconsidef* 
ation  was  agreed  to. 

Hie  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  rt9(^ 
lution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negatite;- 
after  which. 

The  resolution  was  adopted— yeas  99,  nays  72. 

Mr.  EYEBETT  then  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  jtist  taken,  and  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  Honse, 
and  under  its  operation,  the  reconsideintion  was 
refused. 

Mr.  SAUNDEBS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
William  Wilcox;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  beprinted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  die  jolnl 
resohition  profidiog  for  the  distribution  of  the 
printed  returns  of  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
Census,  was  taken  up;  and  the  amendments  beiDg 
agreed  to,  it  was  passed. 

EXCHBaUBB. 

Mr.  BABNABD  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  exchequer  bill;  and  after 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  motion  by 
Messrs.  UNDEBWOOD  ^ind  McKBNNAN,  the 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BBIG6S  asked  if  private  bills  were  not  trst 
in  order;  and,  if  so,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Benault  was  the  first  on  the  calendar. 

The  SPBAKEB  said  that  the  first  business 
would  be  the  motion  to  print  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of 
issuing  $300,000,000  of  Government  stodr,  oh 
which  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Jacob 
Thompson]  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  that  several  gen- 
tlemen having  solicited  him  to  waive  his  right  to 
the  floor  for  to  day,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
proceed  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  private  and 
Territorial  bills  that  were  on  their  passage,  he  would 
do  so,  with  the  understanding  that  he  might  again 
have  the  floor  on  Tuesday.  This  being  agreed  to, 
by  general  consent. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  BenauH  was  tafeea 
up  and  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  the  question  ef 
its  passage, 

Mr.  bIbDSEYE  called  for  the  yeas  and  Bays; 
which  beiag  ordered,  resulted. in  yeas  70,  naya  98. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  UNDEBWOOD  proposed  to  the  House  U> 
proceed  with  the  Territorial  bills,  and  the  bills  re- 
lating to  the  District  of  Colomliia.  These  bad  all' 
been  discussed,  with  the  exception  of  the  Distriot 
bank  bills,  which  he  proposed  to  give  the  go-by, 
in  order  to  avoid  discussion  on  them. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  on  taking  up  first  the  bOl 
for  the  relief  of  the  hein  of  Bobert  Pulton;  whieh 
was  the  next4n  order. 

After  a  short  discussion  as  to  priority  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  Messrs.  ADAhiS,  UNDEBWOOD, 
and  McCLELLAN,  took  part — 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton  was^taken  up. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IBWIN  called  for  the  previoas 
question  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BUBKB  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The 
report  made  by  the  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia  [Mr. 
HuBAao]  was  very  argumentative  and  conelusir^ 
and  showed  that  the  claim  was  utterly  without  any 
foBudation. 

After  seconding  the  previous  question,  and  o^ 
dering  the  main  question. 

The  yeas  and  nsys  were  taken,  resulting  in  yeas 
89,  nays  59. 

80  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  B.  McCLELLAN  mo?ed  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  jast  taken,  and  called  for  the  previoos 
question;  under  the  operation  of  which  the  motion 
was  negati?ed. 

SUBETIBS  OF  SAMUEL  SWAB^WOUT. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfess- 
ury  to  make  a  compromise  with  the  sureties  on  die 
official  bond  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  laie  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  Fork,  came  up  on  its  third 
reading. 
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Wr.  J.  O.  CLARK  mored  the  prerioiis  qnestioB; 
whkt  was  SMtained  by  ibe  House. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  bill  bt  laid  on 
the  tablet  rejected— ayeg  59,  noes  75* 

Mr.  oTAifLY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
tbepassage  of  the  bill;  whieb  were  ordered. 

Ae  ^  was  rejected— yeas  79,  nays  75. 

SAM  WBLLBR. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  appealed  to  the  Honse  to 
take  np  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam  Weller. 

Afker  objeetioos  made  in  several  qoarters,  bnt 
snbseqnently  withdrawn,  the  Honse  agreed  to  take 
np  the  bill. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time;  and  passed. 

Attempts  were  then  made  by  Mr.  COWEN  to 
takenp  the  private  calendar;  by  Mr.  McKBN- 
NAN»  to  take  np  Territorial  business  and  by  Mr. 
UNDBRWOOD,  lo  take  np  District  business. 

Afkir  some  debate,  a  motion  by  Mr.  McKBN- 
NAN,  that  the  Territorial  and  District  of  Colnm- 
bia  bilis  on  the  Speaker'b  table  be  taken  np,  with  a 
view  to  their  passage,  prevailed. 

THE  TBRRITORIES  AND  THE  DISTRICT. 

A  bill  miaking  an  appropriation  for  the  improve* 
sent  ci  the  pnblic  bmldings  in  Florida,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  10  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  marina 
hospital  at  JLey  West,  Florida,  came  np  with  an 
aawBdment  firom  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole. 
The  tiModment  declares  that  the  smn  of  #10,000 
shall  be  applied  to  the  erection  and  JMiftMg  of  the 
hospitaL 

It  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  hill  making  appropriations  for  the  repair 
and  ifl^proTement  oi  pettMin  roads  and  other  mgh- 
wave  k  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was,  after  being 
oraned  to  be  engroesed,  read  the  third  time;  and, 
on  the  qneation  ^Shall  the  bill  passl"  it  was  ded- 
dad  in  die  negative. 

So  the  bUl  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of 
the  western  ahores  of  Lake  Michigan  was  taken 
1^ 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  to  amend  it,  by  striking 
ontallthe  appropriations,  except  for  the  hari)or  of 
Milwankie  and  for  the  light^bonse. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  earnestly  appealed  to  the  Honse 
not  k>  strike  ont  the  appropriations  for  Racine  and 
liOekport,  which  he  said  were  in  the  bill  of  the  last 
SBsrioa.    He  hoped  they  wonld  now  be  retained. 

The  qieation  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  rejected;  and,  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
—yeas  84,  nays  55. 

The  bill  to  anthoriae  the  eleetion  of  officers  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was  also  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads, 
and  for  the  snrrey  or  a  canal  route  in  the  Tenito- 
ry  ef  Iowa,  was  taken  iip;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks firom  Mr.  SPRIQQ  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  from  Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  in  its  favor. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
the  amendment  pending  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrbased  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  SPRIGG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  then, 

On  OMtion  of  Mr.  ARNOLD, 

The  Honse  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
MovDAT,  February  SO,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  fwo  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
nporting,  in  compliance  with  the  5th  section  Of 
the  act  <tf  3d  March,  1809,  a  statement  from  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  ex- 
penditures made  in  the  year  1843  out  of  the  ap- 
relations  made  for  the  ooniingent  expenses  for 
military  establishment;  whicb,  on  motion  of 
Bfr.  EVANS,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SYANS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
Bsns  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  protection,  by 
i  tpedfte  dnty»  on  imported  lumber;  whidh  was 
lifened  to  the  Committee  on  Manufaetores. 


Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  joint  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing their  Senators  and  requesting  their  Rep- 
resentatives to  urge  the  passage  of  a  law  revising 
the  act  of  1638,  granting  a  pension  for  five  years 
to  the  widows  of  offieers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  the  Weat- 
em  Railroad  Company,  praying  an  extension  of 
the  time  for  laying  down  railroad  iron  which  may 
be  imported  free  of  duty  before  the  9d  of  March; 
which  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  firom  Hall 
Jackson  Kelly,  asking  the  United  States  to  grsnt 
him  the  privi^ge  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
Oregon  Tenitory,  for  the  purpose  of  colonization, 
on  reasonable  terms;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Bfr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  dty  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  Congress  to  modify  the  provisions  of  the 
tariff,  so  as  to  allow  a  drawback  on  exports  of  do- 
mestic spirits,  equal  to  the  duty  on  the  foreign  prod- 
uce fh>m  which  it  is  distilled;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
BnckiDgfaam,  and  935  others,  dtiaens  of  Henry 
and  Whi*teside  counties,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  tri-weekly  mail- 
route  ftom  Peoria*  by  way  of  Mount  Hawley,  in 
Peoria  county,  Wyoming  and  Toulon,  in  Stark 
cotmty,  Wethersfield  and  Genesee,  in  Henry  coun- 
ty, Sharon,  and  Crandali's  ferry,  to  Albany,  in 
Whiteside  county,  so  as  to  intersect  the  Galena 
and  Rock  Island  mail-route  at  Albany,  and  the 
Dixon  and  Rock  Island  mail-route  at  CraAdallM 
ferry;  which,  on  his  motion,  wns  referred  to  tiie 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr,  IQIITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
die  Pnblic  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, House  bill  entitled*' An  act  in  relation  to  the 
exemplification  of  land  patents  and  other  evidences 
of  title  under  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  re-or- 
ganizelhe  General  Land  Office:"  the  amendment 
was  ordf  red  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  P^nisons, 
teipontd.  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
reuef  of  Anne  Jones 

Mr.  P.  remstked,  in  relation  to  the  bill,  that  the 
applicant  claims  a  pension,  by  reason  of  the  ser- 
vices of  her  husband  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
She  was  not  a  widow  when  the  act  luder  which 
she  claimed  a  pension  wns  passed,  which  disenti- 
tled her  to  a  pension  by  the  previous  action  of 
Pension  Department;  bnt  the  department  had,  in 
relation  to  the  act  of  August  last,  given  such  con- 
struction of  the  pension  laws  as  to  extend  the 
rights  of  pension  to  those  who  had  become  widows 
since  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  resolution  of 
the  committee  was,  therefore,  that  no  action  of 
Congress  was  necessary  in  the  ease.  He  made 
that  remark,  with  a  view  that  the  bill  be  now 
acted  upon,  by  indefinitely  postponing  it,,  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  the  matter  to  the  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  ihe  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whde,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  for  the  same  reason  and  pur- 
pose, made  a  similar  motion  in  relation  to  the 
Honse  bills  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson  and 
Maria  M.  Brooks;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  previotis 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  those  bills 
were  considered,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Bfr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resohi- 

tion,  and  asked  for  its  oonaderadon  then: 

Mmolvedt  TtMttbeBocrttaiyofWtfliediraoted  tooomnn- 
nicatt  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  aeeiioa  of  GoogreaL  a  plao  and 
eatimatee  for  Che  improveraoDt  of  the  aaTigation  of  the  Ohio,  bf 
the  eonecracdon  of  an  enlaned  eteanboat  canal  on  the  Indiana 
■ide  of  the  fklla,  near  LouieviUe;  abo,  to  upon  what  eflbct  would 
be  produced  on  the  navigation  of  that  rirer  above  the  fidhsby  the 
remoral  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  at  that  point;  alio,  what  would  Im 
the  expenae  of  enlarging  the  preeent  canal,  to  as  to  admit  the 
largeet  claee  of  boats:  and  what  arrangements,  if  any,  can  l>e 
made  for  rendering  the  said  canal  toll  free,  or  subject  to  such 
toll  only  as  may  lie  necessary  lo  Iteep  the  same  in  repahr. 

Mr.  EYANS  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  naolntion  then,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 


see  that  any  funds  were  at  the  disposal  of  ihe  de- 
partment for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  understood  to  say  that  no 
appropriation  of  money  was  necessary.  The  resolu- 
tion was,  however,  laid  on  the  table  till  to*morrow. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Millitary  AiTairs,  to  which  had  been  referred 
House  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Iowa  miUtia  called  into  service  in  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  to  prevent  the  invasioD  of  that  Territory 
by  the  State  of  Missouri,**  reported  diat  the  commit- 
tee did  not  find  suffieient  grounds  to  sanction  the 
claim,  and  had  instructed  him  to  ask  that  it  be 
diKharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject;  and, 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  UNN,  the  ques" 
tion  of  discharging  the  committee  was  jpostpoDsd. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Asahel  Brainard  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being  no 
ameodment  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  which  having  been  * 
done,  it  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

On'  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutchins.  Mr. 
WiLKsa  having  explained  the  bill,  and  there 
being  no  amendment  proposed,  it.  was  reported  to 
the  SenatiT,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  It  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  submitted  a  motion  to 
postpone  the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  np  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, widow  of  the  late  CoL  Thoinpson;  but,  after 
a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  ALLEN  and  WOOD- 
BURY, suggesting  that  if  this  bill  was  taken  np,  it 
would  interfere  with  dMt  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  BfcDomx,]  which 
were  in  order  during  the  morning  hour,  he  with- 
drew the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  then  announced  that  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Soudi  Carolina  [Mr.  llcDoiml  were  in  order* 
via: 

Sat0h§d,  That  the  GoTanmtttofthe  United  States  has  no. 
oonstkntlonal  power  to  asaume  the  debca  oootracted  by  tha 
Btatas  for  their  own  proper  piirpoas%  by  the  Issae  of  stock, 
whaterer  ftind  may  be  pledged  nr  the  paysMat  of  thr  inter- 
eat  or  principal 

lUiUvtd,  That  it  Is  loarpedient  for  this  C3oTerDmsQt  thus  to 
aasame  the  afoiessid  debtfc 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  it  was  not  his  intention, 
when  he  submitted  these  resolutions,  to  utter  a  single 
sentence  to  enforce  favorable  action  upon  them; 
but,  as  he  had  a  very  few  ideas  to  express  on  the 
subject,  and  the  Senate  being  very  thin,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  ex- 
press his  TiewB  on  the  spirit  of  those  resolutions. 
Had  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power 
to  execute  the  obj^t  to  which  the  resolutions  re- 
latel  That  was  the  first  and  most  important 
quesdon;  and,  in  regard  to  that  question,  he  oon- 
feraed  he  was  surprised  at  the  remarks  which  fell 
firom  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Carmii- 
DBV,]  on  the  other  side  of  the  Senate,>on  Saturday, 
when  the  practical  interrogatory  was  as  to  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  execute  this  mens* 
ure.  That  Senator,  after  having  disclaimed  tha 
there  was  any  obligation  on  this  Government  to 
discharge  the  debts  of  the  States,  went  on  to  say 
that  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Constitiaion 
which  prohibited  an  exercise,  by  Congress,  of  pow- 
er over  the  matter,  in  some  form  or  other.  He 
(Mr.  McD.)  confessed  that  he  was  surprised  to  bear 
that  remark,  particularly  as  coming  from  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky,  who,  he  was  sure, 
was  brought  up  at  the  time  when  those  admirable 
constitntional  doctrines  emanated  from  the  State  of 
Kentucky  in  1600.  He  (Mr.  McD.)  was  sure  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  prohil^d 
from  exercising  the  power;  and  were  they  to  be 
called  upon  to  assume  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
because  it  was  not  prt»hibited  by  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  interrupted  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  explained  his  former  re- 
marks to  which  he  (Bir.  BioD.)  had  alluded.  What 
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1m  Chen  meant  was— as  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks 
would  show— -ttiat  he  was  an  willing  to  express  an 
opinion  at  that  tiine,  as  to  the  power  of  Congress 
to  interfere  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  intend  to 
say  that  Congress  coaid  exercise  any  power,  ex- 
eept  such  powers  as  were  expressly  granted,  or 
which  were  liopUed  as  necessary  to  carry  express 
grants  of  power  into  effect 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  resumed.  He  was  glad<.to 
hear  the  explanation  of  the  Senattr.  He  entire- 
ly concurred  with  him  in  that  riew— as  he  pre- 
mimed  every  Senator  would— that  they  had  all  the 
powers  expresisly  granted,  and  which  were  implied 
as  necessary  to  carry  out  those  in  such  grants. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  demonstrate  (as  be 
believed  it  would  not  be  difficuU  to  do)  that  there 
was  not  only  no  such  power  granted  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  but 
that  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  was  as  positively 

grohibited  as  human  language  could  convey  a  pro- 
ibition.  What  was  it  that  was  proposed  to  be 
donel  He  besought  gentlemen  to  realize  a  practi* 
eal  view  of  the  matter.  The  stock  which  it  was 
proposed  to  issue,  it  was  true,  was  to  be  sus- 
tained in  part  by  the  income  derived  from  the  pub- 
lic lands.  But  he  wished  to  remove  from  the 
minds  of  Senators  all  illusion  upon  this  point.  The . 
whole  resources  of  the  Government  would  be  ne- 
cessarily charged  with  the  enormous  burden  con* 
templated  by  the  scheme  of  the  issue  of  Govern- 
Blent  stock.  What  were  the  powers  to  be  exer- 
cised? The  whole  money  power  of  the  Gbvem- 
nent-^tbe  power  of  borrowing,  and  the  p6wer  of 
apptopriating;  the  whole  money  power— a  power 
involving  all  the  other  powers  of  me  Govemmtnt 
This  was  the  power  to  be  brought  into  exercise. 
And  he  asked  if  there  was  not,  in  reference  to  the 
eaFcireise  of  this  power,  a  limitation  as  express  as 
human  langna^  could  make  iti  It  was  declared 
in  the  Constitution  that  Congress  should  have  the 
pofrer  of  xmti^g  money— for  what  purposel  To 
provide  "for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare" of  the  Union.  The  only  putpotfi  for  which 
Congress  oonld  raise  and  appropriate  money  in 
any  form,  was  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
if  the  payment  of  State  debts — the  interftrence 
with,  or  assumption  of  State  authority— could  be 
eonskfered  as  embraced  within  the  terms  *'commoa 
ddenceand  general  welfare,**  he  confessed  that  to 
him  language  had  lost  its  power,  and  they  might  as 
w^ll  throw  aside  the  Constitution  at  once.  It  seem- 
ed to  him  particularly  dear  that  the  powers  which 
would  be  involved  in  the  operation  of  this  scheme 
we're  positively  and  expressly  prohibited  by  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution.  Language  could  not 
make  it  plainer;  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
question  of  constitutional  power. 

They  were  thus  arrested  at  the  very  threshold; 
and  all  those  who,  with  him»  entertained  the  opin- 
ion which  he  had  just  expressed— that  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power  as  this 'would  be  plainly  uncon- 
stitutional—must maintain  the  ground  that  any  at- 
tempt to'impose  upon  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  exerdse  of  such  a  power  must  be, 
now  and  hereafter,  destitute  of  any  effect.  They 
could  not  pledge  the  faith  of  this  Government  for 
any  such  purpose. 

But  siwpose  that,  by  a  strained  construction, 
they  could  assume  to  themselves  such  a  power  as 
this^  when  they  came  to  consider  its  practical  re- 
suU,  it  wotUd  seem  so  totally  to  reverse  all  the 
principles  of  the  €tovemment,  and  so  far  to  de- 
range the  operations,  the  control,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  whole  system,  as  to  render  it  evidently 
unconstttuttonal,  even  independently  of  the  ex- 
press prohibition. 

It  was  prmooed  to  throw  upon  this  Gkyvemment 
the  responsibility  of  collecting  taxes  for  the  States, 
aad  to  relieve  the  State  Governments  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  nutter.  He  begged  Senators  to 
consider  this  proposition^  and,  with  that  view,  he 
would  repeat,  that  it  was  proposed  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  perform  the  part  of  tax-gatherer 
for  the  several  States— giving  the  State  Govern- 
ments the  control  over  the  fund,  without  any  re- 
sponsibility as  tp  its  collection.  And ,  if  they  looked 
at  tlM  mamior  in  which  the  debts  of  the  States  had 


been  contracted,  and  at   the  means   by   which 
they    had    been  carried   on,    under    the .  most 
extraoidinary   delusion,    in    the   prosecution   of 
their  works  of  internal  improvement,  be  thought 
they   would  be  admonished — and  that,  in  strong 
language— of  the  impropriety  of  the   proposed 
scheme  of  assumption.    During    the    last   few 
years,   about  two  hundred   millions   of  dollars 
of  foreign  capital  had  been  brought  into  the  coun- 
try.   Was  there  anything  that  could  so  totally  de- 
range all  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  Government 
as  the  introduction  of  this  enormous  amount  of  for- 
eign capital?    It  was  like  a  shower  of  gold  poured 
out  upon  the  States;  the  natural  operation  of  which 
was  to  enhance  the  price  of  everything.    And  it 
might  not  be  ina^ropriate  to  say  here,  that  the  im- 
portation of  this  Numense  amount  of  foreign  capi- 
tal had  contributed  as  mlich  as  the  extraordinary 
expansion  of  bank  eiroolation,  or  any  other  cause 
whatever,  to  occasion  those  distresses  under  which 
the  country  was  now  laboring.    During  the  period 
to  which  be  bad  referred,  a  perfect  delirium  had 
been  produced.    Men  acted  precisely  as  if  they 
had  been  imder  the  influence  of  some  stimulating 
draught.    All  responsibility  in  the  disposal  of  the 
public  money  was  destroyed.    And  it  would  be 
seen,  by  looking  at  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
works  of  internal  improvement  were  carried  on, 
that  all  the  agents  connected  with  those  works  acted 
precisely  as  if  they  imagined  the  funds  devoted  to 
that   purpose  had   rained   down   from    heaven. 
There  was  universal  excitement— universal  deli- 
rium; and  the  consequence  was,  the  works  cost 
three,  four,  or  five  times  as  much  as  they  could 
now  be  constructed  for.   What  did  this  go  to  show? 
It  showed  that  those  to  whom  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  was  confided,  felt  no  sort  of  responsibil- 
ity.   And  he  would  venture  to  assert,  that,  at  this 
very  moment,  there  was  no  prudent  man  in  the 
United  States,  who  had  capital,  who  would  take, 
as  a  gift,  nine-tenths  of  the  internal   improve- 
ments made  by  foreign   capital,  if  he  were  to 
be  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  gift  to  keep  up 
those  works.^  They  would  not  pay  the  expense. 
And  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  prac* 
tice  of  borrowing  money  by  the  State  Governments 
(the  most  unfortunate  of  all  schemes  ever  adopted 
by  any  Government)  had  been  their  utter  and  ab- 
solute ruin.    And  now,  after  the  people  had  awa- 
kened from  their  delirium,  looked  about  them,  and 
surveyed  the  ruin  which  had  been  produced,  was 
it  desired  that  a  new  stimulus  should  be  adminis-* 
tered— that  they  should  be  encouraged  to  engage 
again  in  the  same  course  of  extravagance?    Was 
it  proper  again  to  administer  the  same  dose,  and 
to  produce  again  the  same  disasters?    It  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  practical  operation  of  the 
scheme  would,  be  to  destroy  the  responsibility  of 
those  to  whom  wonld  belong  the  appropriation,  of 
the  public  money.    The  State  Governments  were 
to  expend  the  money,  whilst  they  were  to  be  freed 
from  the  responsibility  of  imposing  taxes.    Was  it 
not  plain  that,  if  they  were  required  to  impose 
taxes  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  raise  the  money, 
the  people  would  hold  a  salutary  check  over  them? 
There  was  no  other  way  to  hold  them  in  check,  but 
by  making  them  directly  responsible.    But  the  ef- 
fect of  this  system  would  be  to  destroy  all  respon- 
ibility. 

Upon  the  question  of  expediency,  he  would  ask 
what  favor  was  it  they  were  about  to  confer  upon 
the  States  of  this  Union?  The  worthy  Senator 
from  Maryland  had  been  pleased  to  speak  of  the 
paternal  character  of  this  Government,  and  the  ob- 
ligations incident  to  that  character.  The  paternal 
character  of  the  Government!  This  was  not  the 
first  time,  by  many  hundreds,  that  he  had  heard 
this,  language  used.  Whenever  the  Government 
were  about  \o  do  any  wrong— whenever  they  were 
about  to  violate  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  the 
people — they  always  assumed  this  paternal  charac- 
ter. It  was  a  remark  of  Junius,  (which  was  capa- 
ble of  specific  application  here,)  that  ^'whenever  he 
saw  a  Scotchman  smile,  he  involuntarily  put  his 
hand  upon  his  pocket.**  When  he  (Mr.  McD.) 
heard  the  paternal  character  of  this  Government 
spoken  of,  he  was  disposed  to  regard  the  proposi- 
tion by  which  such  a  declaration  was  accompanied, 
with  more  than  ordinary  su^icion.    He  asked 


what  was  the  practical  character  of  the  pr^NMitiert 
Did  gentlemen  mean  to  incuteate  upoit  the  peepla 
of  the  United  States  that  this  Government  wwseA- 
dowed  (as  a  sort  of  godlike  power)  Wilb  wealthl-Mi 
sort  of  inherent  wealth,  which  it  did  not  deave 
from  the  people — that  this  paUmal  QovnnnMiiilWM 
about  to  relieve  the  States  by  giving  them  moneyt 
Were  they,  like  children,  to  be  deluded  with  snehaa 
absurd  picture  as  this?    Give  money  to  the  people! 

Why,  all  that  this  Government  possessed,  they 
derived  from  the  people.  They  had  not  a  ringla 
dollar  that  was  not  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people;  and  yet  this  Government  proposed  to  re- 
lieve the  people  by  giving  them  money  I  Were  tfae 
people  of  these  United  States  suppo^  to  worsb^ 
this  tioveroment,  as  the  Persians  worship  the  suni 
GOd  forbid!  Let  them  meet  the  questum  plainly 
and  fairly.  Every  dollar  that  was  given  l»  die 
States,  must  first  be  taken  from  the  people  of  the 
States;  and  for  every  dollar  that  they  received  in 
one  form,  they  must  pay  at  least  a  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  in  another  form.  This  was  die 
inevitable  consequence — and  it  could  not  be  avoid' 
ed.  He  asked  Senators  if  they  Were  wilHng  to 
give  this  money  to  the  States,  to  be  squasdered  by 
them,  and  thereby  place  themselver  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  calling  upon  the  people  for  supplied 
The  idea,  therefore,  of  relieving  the  Slates  by 
granting  them  money,  was  drawing  a  diatiacHon 
between  the  Governments  of  the  States  and  the 
people  of  those  States;  which  was  totally  dcsfltate 
of  all  practical  foundation.  To  be  sure,  the  idea 
of  many,  be  knew,  was,  that  the  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  States  was  to  be  collected  in  an 
indirect  form— by  a  system  of  indirect  taxatioiw— 
relieving  them  from  the  burden  of  direct  tanlioay 
but  the  distinction  was  totally  destitQte  of  fouida- 
tion.  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that,  with  a  boik- 
rupt  treasury — while  this  Government  was  Mviag, 
from  day  to  day,  upon  the  miserable  diift  of  boi^ 
rowing  money,  and  after  our  commerce  had  bete 
cut  down  so  that  it  would  not  even  sustain  Ibe  or* 
dinary  expenses  oi  the  Government— it  eould, 
nevertheless,  sustain  the  enormous  expense  Of 
granting  #300,000,000  to  die  Stateef?  in  km  than 
a  single  year,  if  this  system  were  adopted,  they 
would  have  to  resort  to  direct  taxation. 

But  there  was  another  view  of  the  subjeet  wUdi 
claimed  their  attention.  The  measure  was  pro- 
posed for  the  purpoM  of  relieving  the  States  of  this 
Union;  but,  in  order  to  do  this,  it  woaM  be  neces- 
sary to  do  something  more.  Suppose  stock  to  the 
amount  of  |200,000,000  be  issued.  What  would 
be  the  portion  to  which  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
wonld  be  entitled?  It  would  not  be  suflieieat  tt> 
pay  anything  1^  pne  half  the  amount  of  the  debt 
of  that  State.  How  would  it  be  with  Missouid 
Missouri,  he  believed,  owed  no  debt  at  alL  8hs 
would  be  entitled,  nevertheless,  to  her  distrlbniivs 
share  of  |3,000,000,  and  South  Carolina  to  44,000,- 
000.  With  a  bankrupt  ueasury,  aad  a  heavy 
debt  hanging  over  us,  without  the  means  of  payiac 
that  debt,  it  was  proposed  to  throw  upon  the  i^mm 
stock  to  the  amount  of  |300,000,000,  bearing  an 
interest  of  but  three  per  cent  What  would  the 
stock  be  worth?  The  State  of  Missouri  had  no 
debt  at  all.  What  would  it  be  worth  in  the  truljr 
economical  and  exemplary  State  of  North  Caiok- 
na?  What  would  Government  stock,  at  three  per 
cent.,  be  worth  in  the  markets  of  the  worldl  xoa 
could  not  adopt  a  more  effectual  mode  to  degrade 
this  Government,  already  bankrupt,  than  by  iisa- 
ing  stock  to  the  extent  of  |200,000,000— <louble 
the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  contracted  during  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain !  Why*  it  would  be 
extravagant  to  suppose  that,  when  the  GOvemmeit 
of  the  United  States  could  not  sell  its  six  per  cent* 
stock  at  par,  although  its  credit  was  then  much  bel- 
ter than  it  now  is,— it  wouM  be  extravagant  to  sQp- 
pose  that  this  three  per  cent,  stock  would  sell  for 
more  than  fifty  dollars  in  the  hundred.  It  would 
not  be  worth  more.  So  that,  in  order  to  acoomaio- 
date  the  indebted  States,  all  those  nor  indebted 
would  be  forcfd  to  receive  at  par  Qovemment 
stock,  not  worth  fifty  dollars  in  the  hnndied;  ud. 
yet  they  would  have  to  pay  their  full  pioportioa  of 
the  taxation  consequent  upon  the  issue  of  this 
stock.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  common  calam- 
ity to  all  the  States.    He  had  no  idea    paitiouliTiy 
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aAarJbe  icoent  expression  of  opinion  on  the  pwrt  of 
tli»0Miftlo— 4bac  foreigners  would  take  this  stoek 
WftA  imf  oondition  whatever.  The  debts  of  the 
SMtrs,  be  solemnly  believed,  wonld,  eventaaJlj,  be 
alficUy  redeemed.  An  idea,  no  donbt,  prevailed 
thiMigiioiit the  country  that  these  debts  were  never 
to  be  paid--that  the  interest  only  was  to  be  provi* 
did  fori  bot  it  was  a  mistaken  idea.  These  bonds— 
tot  whkh  some  of  the  Stales  wookl  not  receive 
mote  than  fifty  dollars  in  the  hundred — #oidd  have 
to  be  redeemed  by  onr  immediate  posterity.  Upon 
tbsm  wonld  fall  the  whole  burden  of  paying  the 
1800,000,000,  independently  of  the  current  expenpa 
q£  f6|000,000  per  annum,  by  way  of  interest.  Was 
thm  any  »oitnd  policy  in  thixil  that  onr  immediate 
deseendants  abonld  be  thus  bturdened  with  an  enor- 
mm»  and  overwhelming  amount  of  taxation— 
Htnseending,  as  he  said  before,  nearly  two  to  one, 
the  debt  inemrred  by  this  Government  during  the 
hue  war  with  Great  Britain?  Nothing,  in  his  opin* 
ien^  could  be  more  imwise,  if  they  had  even  an  un« 
quesUcnable  right  to  exercise  the  power.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unjust  to  many  parts  of  the  Union. 
Nothing  could  be  more  monstrously  unjust  to  the 
unindebted  States. 

But,  as  he  believed  the  Senate  was  now  (aII, 
and  prepared  to  vote,  he  had  ne  disposition  to  press 
the  argument  further.  He,  however,  felt  it  to  be 
his  solemn  duty,  before  be  sat  down,  to  make_a 
declaration^  by  which  he  was  prepared  to  stand  or 
&Q;  and  be  hoped  that  every  Senator  who  enter- 
tained, with  him,  a  desire  that  the  creditors  of  the 
States— the  holders  of  State  stocks  in  Europe — 
might  not  be  deceived,  would  be  prepared  to  make 
a  similar  declarAtion.  It  was  his  solemn  opinion 
that  this  Government  had  no  power  to  issue  stock 
for  any  such  purpose  as  that  indicated  in  the  reso- 
lution. He  solemnly  believed  that  the  paper  which 
ecmtained  a  promise  to  pay  |200,000,000,  on  the 
it^  o(  this  Government,  on  behalf  of  the  Slates, 
wonld  not  be  worth  the  paper  on  which  the  resolu- 
tioQ  was  written— constitutionally.  He  should  not 
hold  himself  any  more  bound  by  it  than  he  wonld 
to  pay  a  forged  pote.  And,  if  the  stock  should  ev- 
er be  iisued-^f  there  should  ever  be,  accidentally, 
a  party  in  power,  in  this  country,  by  whom  such 
stock  would  be  issued, — he  pledged  himself  to  make 
war  against  it  to  the  last  extremity,  whether  in  Con- 
gress or  oat  of  iu  And,  whether  it  might  be  called 
MiUifieaQon»  or  repudiation,  or  by  whatsoever 
nasM  of  odium  his  opponents  might  choose  to  des- 
i|nats  his  conduct,  he  would  persevere  in  his  re- 
sistance to  what  he  conceived  to  be  an  unconstitu- 
tional exercise  of  power.  And,  in  every  form  in 
whidi  hiB  vote  coiild  have  effect  or  influence,  he 
would  resist  the  enforcement  of  any  and  all  such 
claims  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
He  made  this  declaration  to  the  world — holding, 
as  he  did,  the  faith  of  the  Government  c^nttUuUot^ 
«<%  pledged  to  be  sacred  and  Inviolable;  and  if,  in 
the  £acc  of  this  declaration.  State  stockholders  in 
BuropC  should  imagine  that  their  debts  would  be 
belter  secured  by  obtaining  the  pledge  of  the  faith 
of  the  General  Government,  they  were  At  libera  to 
make  the  experiment. 

Mr.  W ALBUSR  wished  to  submit  an  amend- 
meM,  fbr  the  purpose  of  embodying  and  placing  on 
record  upon  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  oj^nioas 
wfaiBh  he  had  expressed  on  this  subject  whien  the 
former  resolutions  were  under  discussion.  He  not 
only  wbbed  them  to  be  preserved  in  a  more  de- 
8iriU>le  form,  but  that  the  vote  of  Senators  on  them 
dMmM  be  recorded— that  it  may  be  perfectly  under- 
stood by  all  who  now  countenance,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter conateaance,  the  deetr active  and  pernicious  doc- 
trine that  such  a  monstrous  proposition  as  that  of 
the  assaaapdon  of  the  debts  of  the  States  by  the 
Qenoal  Government  could  be  permitted  to  stand 
unrepealed,  should  a  temporary  majority  succeed 
in  enacting  it  He  wished,  not  only  to  announce 
in  time  to  tiie  holders  of  State  stocks,  and  all  in- 
terested in  them,  those  opinions  on  behalf  of  the 
DeoMcracyjiMit  to  place  them  on  record,  together 
with  the  votes  pledged  to  that  repeal,  that  if  such 
bokto  of  slosks  are  deluded  in]o  any  belief  that 
this  Government  can  have  any  power  to  assume 
their  debts,  and  become  responsible  for  them,  they 
may  ba  uadeceivediand  if  they  will  not  be,un(^ 
ceivedy  ti4f  may  lot  have  the  opportunity  of  s^- 


ing  that  they  did  net  act  with  their  eyes  open  to 
the  oonseqdenees.  He  here  pledged  himself— and 
he  was  sure  all  of  his  flriends  w^  would  vote  for 
these  resolutions  would  willingly  pledge  them- 
selves— that  whenever  a  temporary  majority  shall 
dare  to  violate  the  GonstituCion  by  enacting  tmtk 
a  destructive  law,  be  and  his  friends  wonld  un- 
tiringly and  unceasingly  wage  war  against  such 
obnoxious  law,  until  they  should  suooBcd  in  ex« 
ptinging  it  from  the  statute-book.  He  submitted 
his  amendment. 

[It  was  the  same  as,  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  became  a  substantive  proposition,  in-i 
dependent  of  Mr.  McDutfub's  resolutions,  as  stated 
in  their  proper  place.] 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolutions. 

On  the  resolutions,  as  modified,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  MEBRIGK  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
tenacity  with  which  the  Senators  on  the  other  side 
held  on  to  their  purpose  of  extorting  a  vote  on  a 
subject  not  at  all  before  the  Senate.  There  was 
no  proposition  entertained  by  any  one  to  assume 
the  debu  of  the  States. 

Mr.  WALKER  asked  if  there  were  not  numer- 
ous petitions  and  memorials  on  the  subject  sub- 
mitted from  time  to  time  during  the  session. 

Mr.  MERRICK  believed  there  were  not  any. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  beg  leave  to  ask  tbe 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  if  a  large 
number  of  memorials  on  the  subject  had  not  been 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  if  these  memorials 
were  not  now  awaiting  his  report? 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
one  calling  for  the  assumption  of  tbe  debts  of  the 
.  States.  "Hiere  were  many  memorials  before  the 
committee  asking  for  some  improvement  of  the 
currency,  and  for  an  issue  of  Government  stock  to 
form  a  currency;  but  he  did  not  know  of  any  that 
called  for  the  assumptioa  of  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  they  certainly  called  for 
the  issue  of  Government  stock  to  relieve  the  States 
from  their  indebtedness. 

Mr.  MERRICK  continuedi  If  the  committee 
had  made  its  report,  there  might  be  some  spology 
for  introducing  the  subject  in  a  discussion  of  that 
report.  But  there  was  no  proposition  to  justify  the 
course  now  taken,  after  the  Senate— by  its  solemn 
and  deliberate  determination,  manifested  on  two 
occasions  last  week — decided  that  it  would  not  enter- 
tain the  subject  this  session;  that  it  would  not  suf- 
fer the  question  to  coasums,  in  discussion,  the  tinm 
necenary  to  be  devoted  to  the  completion  of  the 
practical  business  of  legislation. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  state  his  sentiments 
in  relation  to  the  subject  which  the  vote  was  de- 
manded upon.  He  did  not  understand  diat  any  of 
the  States  required  the  General  €K>vemment  to  as- 
simie  their  debts.  He  understood  them  as  merely 
aiMng  for  a  restoration  of  the  trust  which  they  had 
given  to  the  Goventment  for  a  specific  purpose, 
long  sinoe  accomplialied.  They  now  ask  for  the 
restoration  ef  their  property,  that  they  may  make 
use  of  it  in  whatever  way  they  think  best  for  the 
purpose  of  extricating  them  from  their  difficuldes. 
Mr.  M.^  at  great  length,  {proceeded  to  argue  the 
whole  question  of  the  distribution  of  tbe  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  and  reetoration  of  the  public  do- 
nutin  to  the  use  of  the  States,  as  the  only  form  of 
assumption  which,  he  conceived,  was  entertained 
by  thMe  who  opposed  these  resolutions.  He  con- 
tended that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  if  the 
lands  were  properly  in  market,  would  bring  five^  or 
six  millimis  of  dollars  annually;  which  would  en- 
able the  States  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debts. 

Mr.  WALKER  interposed  to  say  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  made  every  pos- 
sible effort  to  bring  such  lands  as  were  ready  mto 
market  this  very  year;  yet  they  would  not  yield 
one  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  MERRICK  contended  that,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  the  lands 
were  kept  out  of  market. 

Mr.  LINN  asked  if  there  had  not  always  been 
pre-emption  laws,  and  was  not  the  proportion  of 
pre-emption  rishts  as  large  formerly  as  newl 

Mr.  MERRICK  still  contended  that  the  opera- 
tion of  these  laws  was  to  keep  the  lands  out  of 


market,  and  that  they  differed  from  old  pre-emp* 
tion  rights,  when  lands  were  sold  on  a  credit* 
Now,  he  maintained,  where  specie  is  required  for 
lands,  those  holding  under  pre-emption  rights  havo 
as  lei^l  a  claim  as  if  they  had  their  patents,  pro- 
vided th^  paid  their  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre 
when  the  lands  came  into  market;  but  they  man- 
aged, by  petitions  and  applications  to  the  Bxeca- 
tive,  to  keep  the  lands  out  of  markar,  whereby 
they  obtained  an  unlimited  credit.  These  ftt* 
emptioners  are,  in  most  instances,  voters;  and  he 
contended  that  it  was  a  most  dangerous  influence, 
which  might  (he  would  not  say  that  it  did)  be  of 
most  pernicious  consequences. 

After  a  very  elaborate  expression  of  his  vwws 
on  the  various  topics  involved  in  the  discussion,  he 
concluded  by  offering  the  following  amendmenis: 

R«8ol9tdt  That  moat  wisely  did  tliefktlien  of  thtRepQirtle 
in  establishJDg  the  Conetitution  of  the  Uoited  Btatee,  to  frame 
that  eacred  iastrument  that  it  ehouldl  be  plain,  easily  undar* 
Blood,  and  intelligible  to  all  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate  as  a 
rule  of  action;  and  that  it  is  not  competent  for  any  department 
of  tbe  Goyemment  established  by  it  to  enlv ce  <«  contract  its 
true  meaning,  of  wtiich  the  ciiisea^iare,  and  of  Becessiqr  most 
be,in  the  last  resort,  the  ezclosi  re  Judges. 

ueaoipedt  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  anigned  du^  of  the  See- 
ate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  tlie  Constitution  to  the 
people;  and  every  sucb  attempt  is  a  departure  from  its  appro- 
priate sphere  of  action,  and  argues  a  distrust  In  tha  capacity 
of  the  people  for  selfgoremment,  unwarranted  alilte  by  out 
past  history  and  the  preaeot  eDlightened  atate  of  tlie  publio 
mind.        ^ 

Resolved^  That  whilat  it  is  no  part  of  the  duly  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  to  expound  the  Constitution  for  the  people, 
it  is  its  most  solemn  duty  to  exercise  the  power  intmated  to  it 
by  that  instrument,  in  the  true  spirit,  and  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  trust,  for  the  promotion  of  the  liappiuea  and  wel- 
lare  of  the  people. 

Re9oi9§a,  ther^ore^  That  the  happlnesaof  the  jpaople  now 
requiring  it,  and  full  power  over  the  subject  being  giren  to 
Congress,  provision  should  be  made,  wititout  further  delay,  fbr 
the  (air  and  equal  distribution,  among  all  the  States,  of  tike  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in  auch  manner  aa  will  beat  tend  iq 
remove  or  alleviate  the  evlla  of  direct  taxation  under  which 
the  people  of  jBK>me  of  the  Statea  are  now  auflbriog,  and  wtrieh 
tlureaten  aoon  inevitably  to  be  viatied  upoootfaAr  Statea. 

Ml*.  ALLWf  begged  leave  to  ask  tbe  Senator 
from  Maryland  oae  quel  tion:  it  wss,  whether  the  sort 
ofdistribu^onof  tbe  proceeds  of  the  public  hmds 
which  he  meant,  did  not  involve  the  proposition  to 
issue  the  stock  of  dm  General  Govenment  for 
those  proceeds? 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  his  propositioa  was  to  difr' 
tribute  to  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the  puUic 
lands.  He  did  not  want  gentlemen  to  malm  any 
other|i8sue  for  him. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  the  Senator^  proposition 
camprehended  the  issue  of  Government  stock. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said,  no;  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  issue  of  stock; 

Ifr.  McBUPFIE  asked  tbe  Senator  from  Manr- 
laikd  to  suspend  his  motion  to  amend,  till  he  (Mr. 
BicD.)  made  a  correction  as  to  the  modification  he 
had  accepted. 

Mr.  MERRICK  suspended  ha  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  McDUPFIE  then  withdrew  his  scoepmnce 
of  the  modification  offered  by  the  ^Senator  tnm 
Mississippi  [Mr.  WiLna.] 

Mr.  WALBLER  withdrew  his  resohitioaB  as  aa 
amendments 

Mjr.  Mbbbick's  motion  to  strike  out  and  amend 
being  then  renewed, 

Mr.  ALLEN  next  addressed  the  Senate.  He 
commenced  by  observing  that  nothing  was  more 
obvious  than  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  make 
tbe  Federal  Government  responsible  for  the  debts 
of  the  States.  The  word  ajtanipilen  was  a  definite 
mode  of  expression.  It  was  a  clear  mode  of  avow- 
ing the  obJ€«t;  and,  therefore,  the  suspicion  of  the 
thing  was  to  be  avoided,  by  avoiding  the  term.  The 
pubUc  lands— the  measure  of  distributing  their  pro* 
ceeds— was  held  up  as  a  blind,  behind  which  the* 
principle  of  assumption  was  concealed.  The  in* 
come  of  the  puUic  lends  was  spread  before  the  peo- 
ple as  a  fnna  which  could  be  used  to  relieve  them 
trom  difficulty;  when  it  was  taxation  alone— the  use 
of  tbe  taxing  power  of  the  Federal  Government-* 
which  could  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  afford  relief. 
The  first  step  in  the  system  of  relief,  he  maintained, 
was  oppression.  The  grievance  under  which  the 
country  now  labored,  was  taxation  to  excess  upon 
tbe  people,  in  order  to  meet  tlie  outstanding  debts 
now  due  by  the  States.    In  order  to  relieve  die  peo* 

I  pie,  a  system  was  proposed,  the  first  act  of  whidi  is 
to  incvease  the  very  burdens  of  taxation  aider 
which  the  people  now  groan  I 
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Let  08  (said  Mr.  A.)  analyze  this  thing  whieh 
bo#8  down  the  beadf ,  and  hanga  so  heavii ji  and  so 
grievoiisiy  npon  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Whai  is 
it?  Debt---deDt.  Whitt  are  the  items  composing  that 
debt?  These  are  six  in  nnmber,  and  I  shall  name 
d^mlin  their  order: 

First.  Ihe  indebtedness  of  indifidoals  to  indi- 
▼iduals. 

Seeood.  The  indebtedness  of  private  corporations. 

Third.  T^t  indebtedness  of  chartered  dties  and 
towns. 

Fonith.  The  indet^tedness  of  coanties. 

FifUi.  The  indebtedness  of  the  States. 

Sixth.  The  indebtedness  of  the  Federal  Gorern- 
ment  itself. 

These,  sir,  are  the  six  elements  which  enter  into 
and  make  op  the  sum  of  indebtedness  ander  whieh 
the  people  now  snffer.  Congress  has  taken  the 
matter  in  its  own  hands,  as  regards  the  first  class 
of  debts,  by  means  of  the  bankrnpt  law.  Not 
daring  to  p«t  its  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  absoluieiy  take  away  their  money,  it  pass- 
ed the  bankrupt  law,  which,  by  one  great  stroke, 
repudiated  the  gieat  body  of  the  first  description  of 
debts — those  between  man  and  man.  It  is  now 
proposed  that  Congress  shall  take  charge  of  the  re- 
maining five  items.  The  same  reason  which  is 
urged  in  favor  of  assuming  th6  State  debts,  is  still 
better  for  the  assumption  of  city  and  county  debts. 
Theee  city  and  county  debts  were  all  contracted 
under  express  aithority  given  by  express  acts  of 
the  States— all  of  them  mnthoriied  by  special  acts 
of  the  State  Legislatures.  They  were  nearly  all 
contracted  for  public  benefit— to  build  public  edi- 
fices, construet  roads,  and  pave  the  streets  of  towns. 
How  .  would  assumption  worki  The  State  debts 
would  be  assumed  first,  and  the  States  would  then  be- 
eome  free  from  debt.  But  what  would  become  of 
the  eouniy  debts)  Would  the  assumption  of  State 
debts  relieve  themi 

He  knew  how  it  was  in  Ohio,  and  he  presumed 
it  WIS  so  in  other  Slates:  nearly  every  town  and 
eounty  had  its  debt  Let  ns  see  how  the  system 
would  work.  Would  an  assumption  of  State  debts 
relieve  the  cities?  Certainly  not.  What,  then, 
would  be  the  next  proposition?  The  counties 
woukl  be  applied  to,  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
dties.  What  would  the  people  of  a  county  say, 
if  api^catibn  was  made  to  their  oommissionerB  to 
•  assume  the  debts  of  the  city  within  the  borders  of 
the  county?  He  would  pot  it  to  the  people  of  his 
o#n  county  of  Ros^,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  to  say 
whether  they  would  be  willing  te  assume  the  debt 
of  the  city  of  Chillicothe?  That  coontyi  like  many 
others,  was  in  debt.  He  spoke  of  his  own  State, 
in  illustrating  the  positions  he  had  maintained,  be- 
cause he  was  more  familiar  with  its  localities,  and 
the  facts  connected  with  them.  He  would  ask  the 
people  of  that  great  State  what  they  would  think 
If  they  were  called  on  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
cointiee? 

But  to  proceed  with  his  argument  What  would 
be  the  first  proposition  after  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debts?  The  position  of  the  States  would  be 
that  of  freedom  from  debt,  whilst  the  cities  and 
counties  siiil  remained  involved.  The  States 
would,  of  course,  be  called  on  to  assume,  the  city 
and  county  debts.  And  why?  Because,  the  States 
having  assumed  these  debts,  it  would  be  easy  to 
roll  them  all  off  on  the  yielding  back  of  the  Qen- 
eral  €k>vemment.  The  sponging  and  repudiation 
of  debts  would  become  common,  and  obligations 
between  man  and  man  no  longer  be  held  sacred. 
The  other  five  items  of  debt  to  which  he  referred 
would  be  concentrated  in  one  vast  pile,  and  pa^ed 
on  the  treasury  of  the  Union. 

But,  he  continued,  what  would  the  people  gain 
by  these  operations?  Their  situation  would  be  the 
same  as  that  of  two  Yankees  who  shut  themselves 
up  in  a  room  to  trade  coats :  after  trading  all  day 
with  each  other,  they  both  contended  that  they  had 
made  |95  apiece.  What  would  the  people  gain? 
Simply  a  change  of  the  form  of  taxation.  Tbey 
would  merely  be  giving  ihe  General  Government 
the  power  to  put  its  bands  into  their  pockets. 
Would  the  scheme  diminish  their  debts?  What 
was  the  Federal  Government?— anything  else  than 
the  mere  breath  of  the  States  and  the  people  which 
cifated  It?    What,  he  repeated,  was  thisGorem- 


ment,  but  the  visible  existence  of  the  people  in  the 
States?  Now,  at  this  very  moment,  it  is  begging 
ahm  at  the  doors  of  the  people^  and  crying  aloud, 
"Feed  me,  or  I'll  diet**  What  next?  This  same 
Federal  Government,  the  moment  afterwards,  tells 
the  people  of  the  StMes,  **I  will  relieve  you  of 
your  debts.**  Hew?  By  going  to  their  corn  cribs, 
and  taking  a  part  of  their  crops  and  their  labors,  to 
pa  J  their  debts  with  it  I 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mkrricx]  had 
alluded  to  what  he  said  on  a  former  occasion  in  re- 
lation to  the  ownership  of  the  State  stocks.  What 
he  had  maintained  was,  that  debt  was  burden- 
some to  a  country,  according  as  its  interest  bad  to 
be  paid  at  home  or  transmitted  abroad.  The  for- 
eign debu  of  the  States  fell  little  short  of  |200,- 
(NKI.OOO;  and,  includioa  the  corporation  debts,  the 
whole  foreign  debt  of  this  country  amounted  to 
930  or  1330,000,000.  The  heavy  pressure  in  this 
country  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  interest  on 
this  immense  debt  had  to  be  sent  abroad — ^paid  as 
a  tribute  to  foreign  nations,  without  anything  in  re- 
turn; and,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a  destruction  of 
so  much  property,  and  a  subtraction  of  so  much 
from  the  resources  of  the  country.  The  State 
stocks  were  now  Valued  at  an  average  rate  of  about 
50  cents  in  the  dollar.  Should  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, therefore,  assume  the  State  debts,  and 
thereby  advanea  tbdr  stock  to  par,  ttie  British  capi- 
Ulists  would  clear  |100|000,000  by  the  operation. 
It  was  in  reference  to  this  that  he  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  the  stock  was  held  by  British  bankers,  and  its 
assumption  would  result  in  their  benefit  He  in- 
voked Senators  not  to  hold  out  to  those  bankers  the 
delusion  that  this  Government  would  ever  assume 
and  become  responsible  for  the  d«bis  of  the  States. 
He  did  so  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  wish  to  see 
#300,000,000  brought  in  to  tamper  with  our  elec- 
tions. Not  that  he  supposed  gentlemen  here,  in  the 
Senate,  desired  any  such  thing;  but  because  he  knew 
that,  in  case  any  inducement  was  held  out  to  ava- « 
rice,  and  especially  to  Bnglish  avarice,  we  should 
be  prompting  the  holders  of  the  State  stoeks  to  med- 
dle with  our  elections— thus  setting  an  example 
which  would  be  dangerous,  and  which  would  bring 
about  the  same  result  here,  as  it  ever  had  done  in 
past  republics.  Other  free  States  had  been  broken 
down  by  the  in-cokniing  of  foreign  inluence;  and 
he  wanted  no  Macedonian  Philip  to  pollute  our 
soil.  There  was  not  an  instance  of  a  past  repub- 
lie^except  Rome,  which  fell  by  its  own  weight, 
when  its  centre  became  too  weak-^thathadnotl^en 
destroyed  by  one  of  the  parties  existing  within  it, 
calling  on  foreigners  to  aid  them.  He  defied  any 
man  to  point  out  another  instance  of  a  republic 
which  was  not  overthrown  by  the  introduction  of 
foreign  influence.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Senators  to  stand  up  and  resist  the  idea  that  we 
were  ever  to  become  responsible  to  foreign  capital- 
ists for  the  debts  of  the  states.  If  there  should  be 
any  hope  left  for  these  foreigners  to  lean  upon,  he 
doubted  not  but  that  they  would  interfere,  where 
such  a  profit  was  to  be  made.  What  would  be  the 
expenditure  of  |35,000,000  to  them,  in  influencing 
our  elections,  if  they  could  thereby  make  |100,- 
000,000.  The  British  made  war  upon  the  oldest 
Government  in  existence  about  the  destruction  of  a 
ship-load  of  opium.  Did  any  one  suppose  they 
would  stand  back  when|900,000,000  were  at  stake? 
All  the  negotiations  of  Bogland  were  nothing  more 
than  couniing-house  speculations.  As  had  been  re- 
marked, her  traffic  was  in  empires.  Money  was 
the  life  of  her  system;  for  she  could  not  do  without 
it.  The  introduction  of  Bngli^  money  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  introduction  of  Bnglish  power.  Thit 
power  rtie  would  always  introduce  wlierever  her 
intrigue  or  her  powder  could  accomplish  it 

He  might  go  on  and  show  that  the  English  Gov- 
ernment had  a  direct  interest  in  exciting  this  ques- 
tion of  assumption  He  could  show  the  connexion 
of  that  qoestion  with  other  questions  which  had 
been  settled,  and  some  which  ought  to  have  been 
settled,  between  this  country  and  England.  But  he 
knew  that  it  was  late  in  the  session,  and  he  only 
threw  out  these  suegestions  in  relation  to  the  extent 
of  the  city  and  county  debts,  in  order  that,  in  con- 
sidering the  proposition  of  assumption,  the  people 
might  look  upon  the  darkness  of  the  chasm  which 
was  before  them. 


Mr.  WALKER  said  he  desired  to  |>ut  the  i 
try  right  upon  one  question,  and  that 
brought  this  matter  to  the  consideratkm  of  ib 
Senate?  Mr.  W.  then  read  one  of  the  pe^ioH 
presented  to  the  Senate,  requesting  Congress  ti 
issue  a  federal  stock  of  two  hundred  miUioas  of 
dollars,  and  distribute  it  among  the  States,  to  bmr 
an  internet  of  three  per  cent;  the  petitioneis  sta- 
ting that  the  indebted  States  could  exchange  tkii 
three  per  cent  for  their  own  stocks,  bearing 
six  per  cent,  interest  No  one,  then,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
could  now  deny  that  the  question  of  assumpiioa 
was  before  us,  thought  here  by  petitioners  requert- 
iog  that  assumption,  and  to  whidi  we  were  bond 
to  make  a  response  in  the  afilrmative  or  ne^ie; 
and  to  refuse  to  do  so,  is  to  shrink  from  the  respoa* 
sibility  of  the  great  occasion,  and  encourage,  by  ov 
silence,  the  advocates  of  assumption  to  peisevcff 
until  their  objects  were  aoeompllshed.  Unds 
these  circumstanoe8,(Mr.  W.  said,)  it  wasourdnty 
to  announce  our  opinions  upon  these  petltion^and 
if  we  had  no  power  to  make  the  assumptioB,  we 
were  bound  to  make  the  declaration,  and  dispel  al 
delusive  hopes  on  this  subject 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  it  our  duty  to  go  £ui> 
ther,  and  announce  to  the  British  and  other  holigm 
of  these  bonds,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  u* 
sume  their  payment;  that  any  such  law-^this  boag 
a  Government  of  powers  limited  by  the  Constita- 
tion—- would  be  a  palpable  violation  of  that  inatni- 
ment,  and,  therefore,  utterly  null  and  void;  and 
that  it  would  be  the  solemn  duty  of  every  friend  of 
the  Constitution  to  restore  its  supreaMicy  by  the 
total  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  statute.  Let  ns  act 
fairly,  announce  these  opinions  jn  advance;  aad 
inform  these  foreign  bondholders  that  assumptioa 
would  be  a  blow  most  fatal  to  their  interest^  that 
no  such  power  exists  tmder  the  Constitution,  and 
Congress  can  interpolate  no  such  authority. 

And,  sir,  what  would  be  the  effect,  if  this  €kv- 
emment  could  and  would  assume  this  debt?— a  debt 
of  two  hundred  millions,  an  anniul  interest  of  lii 
millions,  and  at  least  four  millions  naore  as  a  siak- 
ing  fund,  if  we  ever  intend  to  pay  the  principal  A 
burden  of  ten  millions  per  annuntwas  tone  is- 
posed  on  this  Government,  that  already  has  adeU 
of  twenty-eight  millions^  now  threatening  a  rapid 
augmentation.  This,  then,  is  a  proposition  to 
bankrupt,  and,  by  bankrupting,  to  destroy  this  Gov- 
ernment; it  is  a  proposition  to  despoil  it  of  the 
means  of  defence— to  deprive  it  of  the  shiews  of 
war— by  tidcing  away  its  revenues  as  a  pledee  to 
foreign  stockholders.  How  can  we  defend  thi 
country  if,  with  a  heavy  debt  now,  and  a  revenas 
already  inadequate,  we  are  to  apply  six  or  ten  mil* 
lions  per  annum  in  payment  of  State  debts?  It  is  a 
proposition  to  abandon  the  Constitution,  aad  soW 
vert  the  Government;  it  is  a  proposition  to  disnaa- 
tie  our  forts,  to  spike  our  cannon,  to  disband  oir 
army,  and  to  sink  our  navy,  to  tecall  our  fleets,  aad 
strike  down  that  flag  which  they  now  bear  m  tri- 
umph upon  every  sea.  Yes,  sir;  this  is  a  piraoii- 
tion  to  overthrow  the  Constitution,  and  strike  oowa 
from  its  ramparts  the  flag  of  the  Union;  and,  whiht 
that  flag  wa9  still  floating  in  our  view,  let  as  as- 
nonnce  to  assumptionists  at  home  and  abroad,  that 
this  flag  shall  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity; 
aiid  that,  if  the  friends  of  asstimption  shonld'stiike 
down  that  flag,  we  will  never  abandon  the  contest 
until  it  shall  be  recaptured,  and  placed  again  hi  tri- 
nmph  upon  the  ramparts  of  the  Constitutioa. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  and  aajs 
on  that  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  was  about  to  rise  to 
make  the  same  motion,  with  the  view  to  eaaHe 
him  to  submit  the  motion  which  he  gave  notioe  on 
Friday  last  of  his  intention  to  submit  this  day— lo 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bOL 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  aareeable  to  the  Senator  fh>m  Georgia  to 
postpone  his  purpose  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  desired  to  say  that  eiflier  eoine 
would  be  perfeotly  acceptable  to  him.  AU  that  be 
desired  was  to  submit  the  motion  of  which  be  hid 
given  notice. 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  die  propriety  of  post^ 
peeing  ihe  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill  till 
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to-]iionr»v»  with  a  ?iew  of  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion nowUefore  tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  bo{>ed  the  Senator  from 
New  York  wonid  persist  in  his  motion.  Upon  the 
coDise  of  proceeding  on  this  subject,  they  bad  a 

Stetical  commentary  dn  the  soggestion  the  other 
ly  to  PjBrmit  this  question  to  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. They  had  already  consumed  the  best  part  of 
three  days  in  this  discussion.  He  then  a?owed 
his  astonishment  at  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
firom  South  Cardlina,  [Mr.  MgDdffib]— expressing 
the  opinion  that  there  was  no  legal  obligation,  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  to  carry  out  an  «ct  of 
Congress  plighting  its  faith  to  any  object,  passed  by 
a  temporary  majority,  which  a  succeeding  Con- 
gress, in  its  opinion,  might  think  nnconstiiutional. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  would  not  make 
any  remarks  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  thrown  oat 
as  to  a  postponement,  because  he  submitted  the 
motion  to  lar  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cluding the  debate,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  whole 
question  for  the  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmative— yeas 
S4,  nays  S3,  as  follows: 

TEAS— MaoR*.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bavard,  Berrien,  Cboate, 
ifta,  Ci*       •      -'  -  -    - 


Woodbridge— 21. 

MATS— Meeers.  AneD,Ateher,  Bagt^y,  BenUm,  BnchanaD, 
ObRmwd,  CaUil>ert,  Pulton,  King,  Linn,  McDuffle,  McRoberta, 
Rirea,  Serier,  Smith  of  Conoecticnt,  Btorgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  WUcox,  WilUame,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 

sa 

Mr.  WALKER  then  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  with  tbe  view  that  they  be  fHrinied,  and 
laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  yiz: 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  anumption  of  the  debts  of  the  Statee, 
coatractedbj  them  eeparately,  and  for  local  purpoees,  would  be 
a  palpable  Tiolatioo  of  the  Uonatitution  of  the  United  States, 
acoMoUdation  of  all  power  in  the  Federal  Go?enHnent,ai)da 
final  and  total  orerthrow  of  the  aafety  of  the  States. 

Rewoived,  That  Ccmgreas  having  no  power  to  aMome  iDCh 
drtM^  any  act  attempting  such  aasumpiion  wonld  Im  utterly 
niU  and  roid;  that  it  would  not  be  obli^itorf  upon  the  States, 
DOT  ooold  the  people  of  the  States  be  lawfully  required  by  Con- 
cress  to  pay  the  debt  so  assumed;  nor  could  any  taxes  imposed 
^tiMm  for  such  purposes  be  collected;  and  it  would  be  tha 
dol^  of  a  sscceeding  Congress  to  restore  the  supremacy  of  tbe 
Cooidtatkn),  by  the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  assumption. 

Mr.  CRTTTENDBN  was  understood  to  make  a 
oucstion  of  order  whether  the  resolutions  could  be 
then  received. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  it  was  in  order  to  re- 
eeirt  them«  but  they  would  hare  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  inquired  whether  it  was 
then  competent  to  submit  a  resolution  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table  at  that  time. 

Hie  CHAIR  replied  that  the  resolutions  were  al- 
ready on  tbe  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LINN  then  called  for  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  Saturday;  being  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him 
for  condaet  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty. 

THE  ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  EVANS,  before  proceeding  to  that  business, 
hoped  the  Senate  would  lake  up  the  army  bill, 
which  had  been  returned,  with  an  amendment,  dis- 
agreeing to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  allowing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  ten  cadets  from 
the  country  at  large,  one  of  them  to  be  from  tbe 
District  of  Columbia. 

Bfr.  LINN  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  that  purpose,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  desired  merely  to  say  that,  to 
redeem  his  pledge  to  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
bankrupt  bill,  he  would  resist  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  fh>m  Missouri;  because  it  was  the  general 
understanding  that  the  bill  to  repeal  the  law  would 
be  taken  up  to-day. 

Tbe  motion  to  take  up  the  army  bill  was  then 
tgreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  amendment  to 
which  the  House  had  dissgreed,  relatiye  to  the  ap- 
pointment  of  10  cadets  of  tbe  country  at  large,  htd, 
aftera  short  discission,  met  with  the  unanimous  con- 
earrence  of  the^Senate.  The  probability  was,  that 
the  matter  could  be  arranged  by  a  committee  of 
eonferencr,  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
insist  on  its  amendment,  with  the  view  of  having  a 
eommittee  of  conference. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said,  if  he  understood  the  matter, 


that  now  there  was  more  thtn  a  full  number  of 
cadets  there. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  corps  was  not 
fn}l;  and  he  believed  that  there  were  no  more  there 
than  this  bill  would  admit  of. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  be  would  much  prefer  that 
the  Senate  should  recede.  It  was  a  rery  small 
matter  for  which  to  jeopard  the  bill.  He  made  the 
motion  to  recede  from  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ale.  The  question  was  first  put  on  the  motion  to 
insist,  and  negatired— yeas  19,  nays  30.  The 
motion  to  recede  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  distri- 
bution of  certain  copies  of  the  censusretoms,  and 
the  Compendium  of  tbe  Sixth  Census,  which  had 
been  returned  from  the  House  wiOi  an  amendment, 
was  taken  up;  and 

Mr.  TAPPAN  mored  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGEezplained  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  had  been  made  in  consequence 
of  some  information  receiyed  from  tbe  State  De- 
partment since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  hf  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  this  resolution  au- 
thorized the  distribution  of  those  books  to  all  such 
as  received  congressional  doeuments.  Members  of 
Congress  were  entitled  to  receive  congressional  doc- 
uments. He  inquired  whether,  that  being  the  case, 
members  of  Congress  were  not,  by  tbe  terms  of  the 
resolution,  entitled  to  receive  copies  of  the  work. 
They  were  now  burdened  with  more  copies  than 
were  necessary. 

Mr.  MORBHEAD  replied  that  such  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  resolotion,  nor  did  he  think  tbe 
language  of  the  resoltition  justified  such  an  inter* 
pretation. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Mo- 
Pherson  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Several  bills  of  the  House  were  then  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  since  the  recession  of  the 
Senate  frem  the  amendment  relative  to  the  ten  ca- 
dets to  be  appointed  from  the  coiutry  at  large,  he 
had  been  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  more  importance  than  he  fitot  conceived 
it  to  be.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Senate  receded, 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  made  some  remarks.  He 
said  that  the  bill  reduced  the  whole  number  of  ca- 
dets to  the  reduced  number  of  the  congressional dis^ 
tricts  in  the  United  States  under  the  new  apportion- 
ment. In  the  propriety  of  that,  he  concurred  en- 
tirely. The  number  had  been  reduced  from  360  to 
336.  He  did  not  think  that  the  ten  which  thepow- 
er  was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  appoint  from  the  country  generally,  was 
too  great  a  number  to  enable  tbat  officer  ocoaurion* 
ally  to  appoint  the  metitorions  orphan  sons  of  mili- 
'  tary  and  naval  heroes. 

Mr.  SEVIER  did  not  think  it  was  worthwhile  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  as  the  provision  would  last  but 
one  year. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  tbat  the  Senator  was  mis- 
taken; the  provision  would  last  until  it  was  repeal- 
ed.   It  would  take  a  new  law  to  repeal  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  carried  in  the  affirmative^  and 

The  qutetion  recurring  on  the  motion  that  the 
Senate  do  insist  on  its  amendment,  it  was  put  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative— ayes  33,  noes  not 
counted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS^  a  eommittee  of  con- 
ference on  the  bill  was  appointed  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business;  being  the  bill  for  in- 
demnifying General  Jackson. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  conceived  this  day  had  been  set 
apart  for  entertaining  his  motion  to  proceed  with 
tlw  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  two  hours  would  suffice  to 
dispose  of  the  bill  to  indemnify  General  Jackson. 
He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  finish  one  business 
first. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  wished  to  make  good  his  promise 
of  calling  for  the  consideration  of  tttt  bankrupt 
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question.  He  therefore  did  so;  and  hoped  the  Sen- 
ate would  consent  to  take  up  that  subject.  He 
therefore  made  his  promised  motion  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  ypas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BBaaim^ 
motion  to  {Postpone  all  previous  orders,  and  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  with  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committtee  on  the 
Judiciary;  and  resulted  in  the  negative — yeas  8O9 
nays  83,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Moons.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayaid,  Berrian,  Ckyton, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Graham,  Hantlnguin,  Menlek, 
llHIer,  Morehead,  Phel  pa,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spracue,  White. 
Wilcox.  WiUiame,  and  Young-aO. 

NAYSr-Meaers.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bates,  Banton,  Calhoop, 
Choate,  Conrad,. Cothbert,  Evans,  Fulton,  Heoderaon,  Kin^ 
Linn,  Rives,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connocticut,  Stareaon,TalImadge, 
Tappan,  Wallcer,  Woodbrldge,  and  Woodbury— 22. 

QE{9ERAL  JACEISON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  LiifN*8  motion  to  proceed  with  the  unfin- 
ished  business  then  brought  up  his  bill  to  indem* 
nify  Major  Ueneral  Andrew  Jackson  for  damage 
sustained  in  the  discharge  of  his  e fficial  duty. 

It  was  placed  under  consideration  as  in  commitF 
tee  of  the  whole;  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  strike  out  the  original  bill  and  insert; 

That,  In  consideration  of  the  distingoiahed  military  services 
of  MiUor  Cleneral  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  defence  of  ine  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  of  the  desire  expressed  by  sundiy  citizens 
and  Legislatures  of  this  Union,  in  divers  petitions  aiMi  Icfisla* 
tive  resolutions  submitted  to  tiie  Congiess  of  the  United  States, 
the  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars  imposed  upon  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson  by  the  honorable  Dominic  A.  Hall,  b^  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  retired;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackaon 
tha  mid  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  whh  interest  at  six  per 
cent  thereon,  ih>m  the  day  of  its  payment  by  him,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  also  proposed  to 
change  tbe  title  of  the  bill  to  tbat  of  **A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Major  Gkneral  Andrew  Jackson." 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  proceeded  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  great  force  of  iirgument,  to  show  that  General 
Jackson's  necessity  for  declaring  aaartial  law  at 
New  Orleans  was  an  imperative  duty,  which 
formed  a  law  in  itself,  the  obligation  of  which  had 
a  priority  ia  the  natural  rights  of  self-defence,  para- 
mount to  all  written  laws  and  constitutions.  He 
argued  that  this  natural  law  of  self- defence  belong- 
ed to  a  community  as  well  as  to  an  individual;  and 
that  General  Jackson,  the  admitted  military  com- 
mander for  the  defence  of  the  •country,  was  the  or- 
gan of  the  community,  bound  to  carry  out  the  self- 
defence  of  the  country  according  to  the  same  natu- 
ral rights  which  belonged  to  an  individual. 

The  invasion  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  foreign  troops,  constituted  the  antagonist 
principle  of  aggression,  which  made  it  his  duty  to 
resort  to  every  weapon  of  self-defence  in  his  power. 
I^  was  the  territory,  property,  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  the  creators  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  which  were  at  stake  and  in  peril;  and  his  duty 
to  preserve  and  defend  them  was  necesbarily  due  to 
the  fiinst  cause,  fjrom  which  only  they  emanated. 
In  preserving  the  territory,  property,  and  liberty  of 
the  community,  he  best  preserved  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  although  for  the  moment  neeessarily 
compelled  to  stispend  dieir  operations.  That  hie 
had  done  bis  duty  nobly  and  well,  was  evinced  by 
the  universal  approbation  of  a  grateful  people.  To 
restore  him,  then,  this  fine,  so  unjustly  imposed, 
was  but  a  simple  act  of  justice.  These  positions 
Mr.  8.  maintained  with  great  ability,  and  concluded 
by  exhorting  the  Senate  to  pate  the  original  bill, 
without  appending  to  it  any  qualification. 

Mr.  DATTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  not.  He  merely  wished  to 
advance  the  bill  this  evening.  Senators  who 
wished  to  speak  would  have  full  opportunity  on 
the  third  reading.  If,  however,  the  Senator  pressed 
his  motion  to  adjourn,  he  should  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  « 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  taken;  and 
tbe  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  17,  nays  86. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  the  committee  to  propose  the  amendments 
they  had  recommended.    Their  principal  ol^t 
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WIS  to  Mfmit  of  a  nnaiiimotts  vote,  by  such  a 
modificatioB  «f  phraseology  as  would  caxefnllj 
avoid  expressing  or  impaling  anj  refleetioa  upon 
either  the  Gkneral  or  the  Judge.  He  contended 
that  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  friends  of  Gen- 
cral  Jackson,  ttom  the  wording  of  these  amend- 
ments,  were  not  Justified  by  their  meaning.  That, 
in  the  first  place,  the  true  meaning  of  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  title,  **for  the  relief  of  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,^  was  to  relieve  him, 
not  by  a  gratuity,  but  from  the  eifects  of  a  judg- 
meat  of  &•  court  pronounced  against  him;  which 
Judgment  he  and  his  friends  view  as  a  grievance. 
And,  in  the  snbstUutd  for  the  bill  offered,  the  mo* 
tives  stated  for  restoring  the  money  were  three^ — not 
as  a  remuneration  for  his  military  servioesi  but 
in  consideration  of  three  things — his  services,  the 
popular  wish,  and  the  express  desire  of  several  ef 
the  State  Legislatures.  These  were  honorable 
motives,  and  should  be  viewed  as  such.  Having 
made  his  explanations  at  large,  he  left  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  and  showed  that,  in  framing 
the  title  of  the  original  bill,  he  had  merely  followed 
the  precedents  which  be  found  in  the  titles  ef 
other  bills  for  the  relief  of  olBcers  under  similar 
circumstances.  He  referred  lo^  and  quoted,  the  pe- 
tition of  Lieutenant  Wells,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  on  his  case;  also,  to  the 
case  of  Lieut  Siopton.  He  then  adverted  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  at  New  Orle ans^  where  the  occur- 
rence took  place,  which  led  to  this  collision  be- 
tween Qeoeral  Jackson  and  Judge  Hall;  and 
asked  which  was  responsible  for  the  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  country.  The  Judge 
had  fled  bis  post  of  duty  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment when  it  called  for  hh  pretence  and  support 
against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  did  not  return  to  it  till 
the  critical  moment  when  his  interference  was  cal- 
dilated  to  do  most  mischief.  The  moment  was  too 
critical  for  the  responsibility  to  be  thrown  off*  by 
the  commanding  general,  while  an  enemy  was  yet 
at  hand,  threatening  conquest,  plunder,  and  devas- 
tation. Bat  he  (Mr.  L.)  did  not  mean  to  pro- 
long the  discussion;  he  merely  wished  the  bill  to 
be  advanced  to  a  third  reading  this  evening,  and 
hoped  the  amendments  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  thoi^ht,  as  the  Senator  had  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  avoid  any  expression  of  opinion 
against  the  Judge,  he  could  have  bo  objection  to 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  LINN  haci  very  serious  objections  to  them. 
As  to  the  title,  neither  Qeneral  Jackson  nor  his 
friends  demanded  any  '^relifP'  for  him.  What 
they  wanted  was  the  same  measure  of  justice  ex- 
tended to  other  officers.  And  as  to  the  amendment 
to  the  body  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
repayment  being  placed  on  the  grounds  of  Qeneral 
Jankson's  services  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained  why  he  did  not  regard 
the  matter  in  the  same  light  with  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  preferred  the  original  bill 
to  the  amendment.  A  very  slight  modification  of 
one  or  two  expressions  would  satisfy  him  with 
the  original  bill,  and  induce  him  to  give  it  his 
support  One  was,  to  modify  the  title  so  as  to  make 
it  a  bill  to  '^reimburse**  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  dkc;  and  another  modification  in  one  or 
two  words  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  his  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject;  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  that  purpose,  movedftn  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
and  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  19.  navs 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  committee's  amend- 
ments were  then  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  CONRAD  addressed  the  Senate  with  the 
view  of  explaining,  first,  that  his  opinions  bad  un- 
dergone no  Aiange  since  last  summer;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  had  been  strengthened  by  subsequent 
investigation  into  the  facts  and  circumstances. 
Another  point  of  explanation  was  in  reference  to 
General  Jackson's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Globe, 
in  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  been  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  misrepresenting  a  fact,  that  Louallier  had 
be«i  tried  by  court-martial  for  a  libel.  He  bad 
aiMe  deaitd  up  Ibete  polntSy  1^  eallisf  for  a  eop j  J 


of  the  record  of  the  oourt-martial,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  one  of  the  charges  before  the  court- 
martial  against  Louallier  was  that  pf  writing  and 
fublisbiog  a  libel  to  incite  seditioii  and  mutiny. 
[e  did  not  make  this  statement  as  a  charge  against 
General  Jackson,  but  to  show  that,  at  his  age,  be 
could  not  rely  on  his  memory.  There  had,  in  his 
opinion,  been  no  inconsiderable  advantage  gained 
by  the  discussion  of  this  subject  The  auUientic 
records  both  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  and  of 
the  court-martial  had  been  placed  in  the  archives 
of  Congress,  and  would  remain  to  do  justice  to  all 
parties  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  very  few  words  to  say. 
It  was  with  great  reluctance  he  had  twice  voted 
against  an  adjouniment,  while  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Da  ttom]  desired  to  address  the 
Senate  upon  this  question.  He  should  not  have 
done  so,  but  for  his  perfect  knowledge,  that  no  mat- 
ter how  the  question  might  be  decided  to-night,  that 
gentleman  would  have  predsely  the  same  opportu- 
nity to-morrow;  and  everything  he  had  to  say  would 
be  as  relevant  then  as  today.  His  desire  was,  af- 
ter having  spent  so  much  time  upon  this  bill—look- 
ing at  the  list  of  orders,  and  considering  that  there 
were  but  ten  days  yet  to  elapse,  to  allow  the  bill  to 
advance  one  stage,  at  least,  before  they  adjourned. 
Suppose  the  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Comnait- 
tee  be  adopted:  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  then 
oppose  its  passage?  Suppose  it  were  nega- 
tived: the  question  would  come  up  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  gentlemen  woo  Id  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Senate?  He  had 
no  disposition  to  curtail  debate;  far  from  it. 
He  voted  as  he  did,  only  because  he  ]niew  it  would 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  of  any 
privilege.  He  had  not  taken  up  much  time  in  de- 
bating this  session;  and  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  that  every  moment  ought  now  to  be  devoted 
to  finish  the  business  upon  the  calendar.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  vote  would  now  be  tal^n. 

BIr.  DAYTON  said  his  desira  was  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments;  but 
if  the  vote  could  be  taJren  now,  he  would  waive  his 
•laim  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  he  was  always  willing  to 
vote  for  the  indemnity  in  such  form  as  would  leave 
untouched  the  question  of  fact  whether  it  was  a 
■utter  of  ditty  with  General  Jackson  to  declare 
martial  law.  He,  therefore,  la  accordance  with 
that  wish,  proposed  to  ame«d  the  original  text  of 
the  bill.  He  proposed  to  adopt  it,  with  a  slight 
modiefiaiioa.  He  wonld  not  do  anything  to  im- 
peach the  character  of  General  Jackson,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  nothing  that  would  cast  an  imputa- 
tion on  Judge  Hall  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to.  He  proposed  (to  avoid  censure  or  im- 
putation to  either  party)  to  strike  from  the  original 
bill  the  wards  **for  official  acts  in  that  capacity," 
and  to  insert  the  words  "an  alleged  contempt  of 
courts''  so  as  to  make  it  a  bill  to  indemnify  the 
fine  of  f  1,000,  for  an  alleged  eoaiemptof  court. 
He  proposed  also,  at  the  proper  time,  to  amend  the 
title  80  as  to  make  it  read,  **A  bill  to  indemnify 
Bfajor  General  Andrew  Jackson;"  which,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  mist  be  acceptable  to  all  sides 
of  the  Senate.  Ho  then  submitted  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  '"official  acts  in  that  ca- 
pacity" from  the  original  bill,  and  insert  the  words 
*<an  alleged  contempt  of  court."  If  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  he  would  vote  against  striking  ont, 
aa  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  whether  he  understood 
the  Chair  to  give  the  decision  that  the  first  question 
did  not  arise  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  competent  to 
make  the  original  bill,  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
as  perfect  as  possible  before  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CONRAD  was  under  the  impression  )hat 
when  a  report  was  made  from  a  committee,  pro- 
posing to  amend  a  bill,  the  usage  of  the  Senate  had 
been  to  first  take  the  question  on  the  amendments 
of  the  commfttee. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  usages  of  the  body,  and  explained  how  it 
was  oompeteat  to  amend  the  original  bill;  bit  if  J 


there  was  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  he  woaid  l&i 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  Aid  he  wonld  like  to  have  m 
opinion  of  the  older  members  of  that  body  aa  to  thtf 
usages  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  ih- 
king  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  matter.  If 
the  report  of  the  commiuee  was  in  favor  ot  strikini 
out  the  whole  bill,  and  to  insert,  it  was  eompeteat 
for  the  Senate  to  amend  and  perfect  both  the  part 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  aad  that  which  was 
proposed  to  be  inserted.  Such  waa  not  only  As 
usage  of  the  Slenate,  but  such  was  the  parliament* 
ary*law  upon  the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  GfftAHAif,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  then  said  that  when  the  qicatlov 
came  up  on  the  title,  he  would  move  te  amend  It 
by  inserting  the  words  he  had  indicated  for  the 
words  of  the  original  title— that  was,  to  inaerr  the 
words  <*A  bill  to  indemnify  hftajor  Ganeral  Andrew 
Jackson." 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  cf 
the  conftmittee— being  the  substitite  (as  inserlM 
above)  for  the  ori^al  bill ;  which  qoestion  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  dectdedf  ia  the  ic^ 
ative-r-yeas  16,  nays  37,  as  followr 

YEAS— BfMtfi:  Arebtr,  Barrow,  Bmm,  Btixfae,  <^«M 
Conrad.  Cnfta,  Critteoden,  Dttjton,  Efuw,  Rnatfaictaa.  li» 
rick,  Miller.  Morehead,  Pbelpo,  and  BmiUi  of  Indiaoa— !«. 

NATS— MeMia.  Atleo,  Bagbj,  Bayard,  BeotoiL  BaebeAM^ 
Calhoun  Ji^lioaia,  CnUikwrt,  Fulton,  Graluun,  Beodanon,  KfaiA 
Lion, McDiiffie, McRoberta, M aogum,  RirwLSrrier Jhnith « 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wileoz,  wUUaaiih 
Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Toung— fi7. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  moved  ID  Strike  out  the  orignil 
bill,  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  bfll  wMch  wis 
voted  down  in  the  Senate  at  the  last  ae88ion,as 
folk>W8x  *'That  there  be  remitted  and  refnaded  la 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  out  of  any  money  In  ihs 
tressary  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of 
a  fine  and  costs  imposed  upon  him  by  die  distriot 
conrt.of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Loni^ 
iaaa,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court,  with  inte^ 
est  at  the  rate  of  six  per  eentim  per  aaniim;  m- 
vided  always  that  this  aet  shall  not  be  constned  n 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  Gongreas  «p<m  siy 
Judicial  proceeding  or  legal  question  growinc  eitt 
of  the  declaration  of  martial  law  by  Gkneral  Ja  ^ 
son  durina  ^c  defence  of  New  Otieans." 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya  oa 
amendment  proposed;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  would  vote  not 
the  amendment,  as  he  intended  to  vote  agftinst  a 
bill  in  any  form  for  the  restoration  of  the  Itee. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  dv 
negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  36,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Matfn.  Archefj  Banow,  Batai^  Beniao,  Chatty 

Clayton,  Conrad.  Crafta,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  Brao^  Hondaf* 
ton,  Merrkk,  BliUar,  Horohead,  Fhelpa,  and  Smitn  oi~  ' 
na— 17. 


NATS— Means.  Allen,  Bacby,  Bayard,  BentoiLBnci 
Calhoun,  Cuthlwrt,  Fulton,  Qrabani,  ■eoderaon,  Dnf,  Una, 
lieDuffie,McRobert%  Maagiun.  RItoil  Sarkor,  Saaltt  of  Oa*' 
neciicut.  Sturgeon.  Tappan,  Walker,  Wileoz,  wUliuBi^  Wood* 
Irafy,  Wright,  and  Young— 28. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senai^ 
and  the  amoidments  of  the  committee  of  the  whok 
were  concurred  ia;  and  the  question  now  beiag^ 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rradingl 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD  now  wished  to  set  himaelf  ifgbt 
as  to  the  vote  he  should  give.  Last  sessioiiy  when 
he  proposed  the  substitute  which  was  adopled  (or 
the  original  bill,  he  did  so  from  a  conciliatory  aad 
kind  motive.  He  wished  the  fine  to  be  resiored» 
but  he  also  wished,  In  doing  it,  to  avoid  any  impu- 
tation on  the  Judge;  and,  to  effect  this,  be  had  so 
shaped  his  amendment  as  to  leave  that  point  aa- 
touched.  Some  time  after,  a  letter  was  psbliihed 
from  General  Jackson,  in  which  this  kind  and  cobp 
ciliatory  motive  was  spoken  of  in  anything  but  a 
reciproeal  spirit. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  could  not,  therefore,  vote  for  ar^ 
newal  of  that  attempt,  becan^  it  would  be  icfll 
viewed  in  the  same  l^ht  by  Cieneral  Jackson;  and 
he  had  no  wish  to  press  anything  not  aeeeptabte  la 
him.  But,  as  he  could  not  have  the  bQl  modiM 
80  as  to  be  approved  1^  his  judgment,  be  Mitmaly 
could  not  vote  for  it  in  a  shape  in  whldh  he  coa- 
oeived  it  did  not  folly  and  justly  prennt  iba  earn. 


^^^ 


CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBE. 


St 


Be  1^  iherefore  eoaslnuAMl  to  vdle  in  tb«^M!pi- 
tlre  on  all  diepropositioDs. 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
|ii|H(piiri  IMr.  Lnnr]  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
j^  and  Aays,  and  let  the  vote  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  be  taken  without.  He  thoogbt  it  wonld 
a^er  the  parpose  of  that  Senator  as  well  to  have 
U^  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  tlie  passage  of  the 
biU. 

Mr.  LINN  yielded  to  the  suggestion;  and  the 
bOl  irae  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  lead- 
i^  in  the  following  formr 

B%U  ema/^edbw  the  Senate  tmd  Beuee  ttf  Repreeentntivee 
eHhii  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee  aeeembUdj 
Thii  the  proper  accounting  officen  of  tb«  Trownry  Depart- 
bo,  mod  they  aie  herebf  ,  directed  loaaoertaln  the  unoimt 


of  tbapaoaltj  or  damagee  awarded  bj  the  diitria  judge  of  the 
Imhed  Statee  at  New  Orleana,  in  the  year  eighteen  naodred  and 
ttaea,  againet  Major  General  Andrew  Jackaon,  then  command- 
yjathiif  of  that  diatrict,  for  an  alleged  eootempt  of  court, 
aha  paid  by  him  at  that  time;  and  that  the  aum  ao  paid,  with 
iliferMt  at  aix  per  cent  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Mi^or  General 
AtoAreir  Jackaoo,  out  of  any  mooeya  in  tlie  treaaury  not  otlier* 
«i|»  appropriated. 

On  Botion  by  Mr.  EBRRIBN^ 
The  Senate  then  adjouratd. 

HOUSB  OF  RBPRESBNTATIVBB. 
M oMDAT»  February  90,  1843. 

Mr.  DODQB  of  Iowa  presented  a  joint  reaoln^ 
tion  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  Terri- 
ritory,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Keokuck  to  the  town  of  Farmington,  in  Van 
Baren  county;  and  one  from  Keokuck,  via  Win- 
diHter,  in  Van  Bnren  county,  to  Fairfield,  in 
Jefferson  county. 

Also,  to  have  the  mail  carried  by  water  in 
stc^boatB)  from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  to  Keokuck 
firing  the  navigable  seasons  of  the  year. 

Also,  two  petitions  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  f^rfield,  via  Glasgow,  to 
Mount  Pleasant. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Legislative  A8« 
semblj  of  Iowa,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to 

Siay  the  expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
ttawalomies,  Ottawas.and  other  Indians,  for  the 
eitjhguiihment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  Iowa  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  HUBABD  offered  the  petition  of  Mary 
CmfUm  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
1838.  Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Gafford  for  a 
pensioi  under  the  same  act;  both  of  which,  under 
me  lata  rale  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  were 
tppfopriatrfy  referred* 

Mr.  GUBTINE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tien;  vMeh  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Beeekwei,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerolatiooary  PenaioDs  be 
timatytA  to  InqoiTe  into  the  ezfedieney  of  placing  Jamea 
Boca  00  the  pension  roll,  and  that  the  accompianying  papen 
bt  lelerTed  to  said  eommlttee. 

Mr.  GUOTINE'presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Peansyl. 


five  years,  to  the  widowi  of  ofilceia  and  aoldiera  of  the  re?o-' 


Ikatlfffrfi  That  the  Ooremor  be  reqoeated  to  forward  to 
aackQooee  of  Coogreae  a  copy  of  the  above  reaolation  aa  aoon 
aeeoBTenient  after  the  passage  thereof. 

Bfr.  GUSrnNE  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  is 
one  legislative  proposition  more  than  another  that 
would  induce  me  to  break  the  silence  which  I  have 
hiUiertd  observed  witbin  this  hall,  it  wonld  be  to 
ask  the  members  of  this  House  to  accede  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  lesolution  sent  to  your 
dttk.  It  is  a  measure,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the 
feelings  of  honor,  philanthropy,  patriotism,  hu- 
■lanitj,  and  all  the  better  feelings  that  inherit  the 
human  breast,  call  upon  us,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  aaikm^  honor,  to  adopt. 

While  we  are  dally  appropriating  millions  to 
propagate  and  foster  the  arts  and  sciences,  to 
inerease  the  wealth,  add  to  the  powers,  and  extend 
the  fUM  of  the  miafatest  Bepnblic  on  earth,  shall 
we  withhold  and  refuse  to  appropriate  a  few  thou- 
sittl  dollars  to  give  a  niere  sustenance  to  the  aged 
and  feaUe  #idows  of  those  areat  men  who  erected 
themigihty  fabric  of  our  independence — whose  la* 
bor  compassed  the  liberties  we  this  day  enjoy — 
whose  Mood  purchased  the  privileges  i^e  are  this 


Reeetted  bp  the  Senate  and  Houee  ofRepreeentatitee  qf 
tie  ComtnonweaitAof  PenneylvanUi^  That  oor  Senators  and 
Bspiasintwives  in  Ooogreas  be  requested  to  use  their  exer- 
tiBaa  10  nriTO,  at  their  present  session,  the  law  passed  by  Con- 
ness  in  eighteen  hundred  and^  Udrty-eight,  granting  a  pension,. 


moment  exercising?  It  cannot  be,  that  the  descend- 
ants of  such  men  can  remain  indifferent  to  the 
tears  and  tremolous  tones  of  the  enfeebled  wid- 
ows of  these  worthies  of  the  Revolution.  This  will, 
unquestionably,  be  the  last  opportunity  ever  pre- 
sented to  many  of  us  to  participate  in  thus  bring- 
ing relief  to  objects  the  worthiest  that  the  world 
ever  presented  to  the  consideration  of  a  legislative 
body.  Let  tis  not  separate  without  adopting  measiues 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolution 
offered. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  sugxesled  that  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  had  reported  a  bill  on 
the  same  subject;  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
House  would  assign  some  particoUr  day  for  its 
consideration. 

[Cries  of  '^Move  to  take  op  the  bill  now,**  fropa 
sevfral] 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considtra- 
tion  of  the  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers;  and  the  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  in  the  House.  The 
question  beinz  on  its  enarossment, 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected  to  taking  the 
question  now. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  which  was  carried;  and  then — under  the  op- 
eration of  the  previous  question^the  bill,  after 
beii^g  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  JACK80N*S  FINE. 

Mr.  QWIN  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  gave  notice 
that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  would  then  move 
to  take  up  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on 
Qeneral  Jackson.  Mr.  G.  also  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  this  was 
not  the  regular  day  for  the  presentation  of  petitionsi 
He  had  one  that  he  wished  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  was  petition  day; 
but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
and,  if  it  prevailed,  would  override  the  regular  or- 
ders. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gwim^s 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  114, 
nays  71. 

Mr.  J.  IRVIN,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  a  bill  which  was  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  asked  the  consent 
of  the  House,  before  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  allow  him  to  present  a  petition  from 
51,863  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    I  object. 

Several  other  gentlemen  objected  also. 

Mr.  ALXiEN  rose  and  inquired  if  it  did  not  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  go  iixto  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  such  a  motion  being  in  the  nature  of 
one  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  [Loud  cries 
of  "Oh,  that's  b«en  long  settled."] 

The  SPEAKER.replied  that  a  suspfasion  of  the 
rules  for  any  other  parpose  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds;  but  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  an  exception  to  that  rule,  as  settled  by 
the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  arited  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  his  object  being 
understood  to  be  to  get  an  opportunity  to  present 
the  petition  to  which  he  bad  before  alluded. 

Jhe  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  a  motion  was 
not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  rules  stood  suspend- 
ed by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  hope  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  present  the  petition  in  the  course  of 
the  day*'(lotid  cries  of  ''Order,  order,"  from  Mr. 
WISE  and  others) — for  I  do  not  wish  the  petition 
to  remain  here  as  a  monument  (— *'of  infamy," 
some  gentleman  remarked.) 

The  petition  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred,  was  placed  on  his  desk,  on  a  large,  wooden 
framework,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  gi- 
gantic reel,  or  a  juvenile  water-wheel;  and  it  bore 
the  following  inscription:  **  Great  petition  to  Con- 
gress." 
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The  following  is  a  copy: 

*<re  the  SenaU  and  Bouee  of  RepreeentaUvee  ^ftke  Umtted 

Statee  of  America: 
The  undersigned  citlzena  of  ihe  State  of  Maaaachaaatta, 
eameatly  deairing  to  free  the  Conundnwealih  and  them- 
eelree  fcom  all  connexion  with  Uomeatic  alafery,  and 
to  aecure  the  citizena  of  the  State  from  tlie  danger  of  enslave* 
-ment,  reapectfuUy  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  auch  lawa, 
and  to  propoae  auch  amendmema  to  tike  Conatitution  of  the 
United,  Statea  aa  may  forever  aeparate  the  people  of  Maaaa. 
chuaelts  from  all  connexion  with  alaTery/' 

As  objections  were  made  from  all  parts  of  the 
Houact  the  petition  was  not  presented. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  ¥niole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pios- 
Evs  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMOaE  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  "a  bill  to  bring  into  the  treasury , certain 
moneys  received  by  public  officers,  before  it  can 
be  disbursed,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  amend  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  move  that  the  committee 
take  up  another  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  also  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  another  bill?  (Qriesof  "No,  no,  no.") 
He  thought  it  was  in  order  to  make  such  a  motion, 
though  the  question  would  be  first  put  on  the  mo* 
tion  first  made. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  designated  by 
Mr.  FiLLMoaa. 

Mr.  GWIN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  aside  that  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
another. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  to  decide  in 
the  negative. 

The  Clerk'then  read  the  bill  through  all  its  seo* 
tions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose,  when  the  bill  had  been 
read  through,  and  explained  its  object.  In  the 
first  place,  the  bill  proposed  to  enact  that  all  moaeya 
collected  should  be  brought  into  the  treasury',  be- 
fore being  paid  out  again  to  defray  the  expense 
of  collection,  so  as  to  allow  aimiul  appropriatioiu 
to  be  made  by  Congress  for  those  expenses;  thereby 
bringing  those  expenses  anniully  before  Congress. 
Another  object  was  to  compel  the  officers  to  give 
security  for  the  moneys  that  come  into  their  hands* 
And  a  further  object  was  to  impose  penaltiea 
on  such  officers  as  receive  and  do  not  pay  these 
moneys  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  would  only  observe,  further,  that  this  bill  had 
been  prepared  on  consultation  with  the  depart- 
ment, and  so  as  to  create  no  difficulty  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts;  and  it  was  reported  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  committee.  If,  there- 
fore, this  explanation  was  satisfactory,  and  there 
were  no  amendments  offered,  he  would  move  that 
the biiibe laid  aside, and  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  autboriie  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  G<rneral  Jackson. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Mr.  WM. 
COST  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  FILLMORE,  and 
the  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gene- 
ral Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  asked  the  committee  to 
take  up,  and  dispose  of,  a  bill  (which  would  lead, 
to  no  debate)  to  test  the  practicability  of  an  elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraph  in  the  United  States.  [Cries 
of  "No,  no."] 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  put  the  question  on  Mr. 
GwiN*S  motion;  and  Messrs.  Gwin  and  Lum  were 
appointed  tellers,  who  reported  ayes  77,  noes  91. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  op  the  bill  to 
refund  General  Jackson's  fine. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  reissue  of  treasury  notes 
now  outstanding. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
committee  take  up  the  bills  for  the  establish- 
ment of  commercial  intercourse  with  China,  and 
with  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  could  not  yield  his 
motion,  anxious  as  he  was  that  the  bills  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  A  dims]  should  be  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES  AND  I^ANS. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  audiorising  a 
-re-issae  of  treasury  notes  was  carried,  and  the 
bill  taken  up  and  read. 
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Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
tiM  biU^in  isubetanee,  the  same  as  that  which  he 
had  offered  as  a  snbsiitote  for  the  exchequer  bill 
Itttrodaeed  hj  the  gentleman  from  Massaebasettt, 
(Mr.  CusHiiru.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  or* 
der»  as  it  was  not  an  original  bill,  but  only  an 
amendment  to  another  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  supposed  it  was 
aa  original  bilL  He  would,  howe?er,  submit  that 
it  was  not  in  ord^,  upon  another  ground.  He  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Chair  whether  the  subject  of  the 
amendment  was  sufficiently  analogons  to  that  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  th;).biU  wss  a  proposition 
to  ra-issae  treaaary  notes.  Tbe  amendment  of  the 
^tleman  [Mr.  BiaiuRD]  pnrpcrfed  to  be  a  propo- 
sition to  snihorize  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
borrow  |15»000,000  from  the  State  banks.  It  was, 
in  fact,  only  another  form  of  borrowing  money,  and 
therefore  in  order. 

Bfr.  FILLMORE  then  rose  and  appealed  to  his 
colleague  [Mr.  BAaiiARD]  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  allow  the  bill  to  pass  without  delay,  as 
it  was  indispensable  to  tbe  wants  of  the  treasury. 
Let  the  appropriation  bills  be  passed,  and  then  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  offer  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  there  was  only  one  condi- 
tion on  which  he  could  consent  to  withdraw  his 
amendment — and  that  was,  an  assurance  from  the 
committee  and  the  House  that  he  should  ha^e  an 
opportunity  to  submit  and  discuss  his  proposition 
one  day  this  week.  Unless  he  pressed  it  now,  he 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  domg  so  at  all  prior 
to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  B.  called  for  the  reading  of  his  amendment; 
and  it  was  read  through. 

Mr.  CUSHING  eipressed  a  desire  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  NewlTork  [Mr.  Barkard]  would  per- 
mit him  to  put  in  an  amendment  to  his  amendment, 
aodiat  the  committee  might  have  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  them. 

Mr.  BARNARD  declined  yielding  to  the  request, 
and  obeerved  that  the  gentleman  from  Ma^achu* 
setts  had  belter  offer  his  proposition  after  he  (Mr. 
B.)  had  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BAamaa  then  went  on  to  say  that  upon 
reflection,  he  did  not  think  there  could  be  a 
more  fitting  opportunity  for  him  to  discharge 
what  he  Conceived  to  be  a  great  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, by  presenting  his  proposition  to  the  House; 
nor  did  he  think  that  there  could  be  a  more  fitting 
occasion  thanl  tbe  present  for  the  House  to  con- 
aider  the  subject.  Here  was  a  proposition,  brought 
in  by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Itr  the 
relief  of  the  treasury  by  the  mode  to  which  this  Qoy- 
emment  had  been  in  the  habit  of  resorting,  for  six 
years  past,  year  after  year,  and  session  after  session. 
It  was  a  mere  temporary  expedient  lo  enable  ihe 
Government  to  get  along  from  day  to  day,  and  lo 
maintain  its  credit  without  repudiation.  He  held 
the  treasury-note  p<>||^  and  system  to  be  no 
financial  system  whatever.  It  was  an  expedient, 
and  not  a  system;  it  was  a  mere  temporary  resort, 
and  not  the  adoption  of  a  great  financial  measure, 
such  as  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the 
treasury.  Under  present  circumstances,  however, 
he  made  no  opposition  to  the  ireasury-note  bill. 
The  object  of  ui^t  bill,  as  he  understood  it,  as  in- 
irodticed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  merely  to  postpone  the  day  of  payment  upon 
treasury  Mtes  already  issued  and  now  in  the  hands 
of boilG-fifW aoldei.^  beyond. the  peri6d  of  time 
when  theOoveriiment  premised  to  pay  them.  TbUt 
was  one  object  of  tbe  bill.  Another  object  was  to 
induce  the  "bolders  of  these  notes  to  keep  them  in ' 
their  pockets  as  investments,  by  the  promise  to 
pay  imerest  on  them. 

The  government  issued  its  promissory  notes  for 
tbe  payment  of  its  current  expenses,  just  as  an  indi- 
vidul  might  do  under  similar  circumstances,  for  the 
sake  of  getting  along  in  a  Jeremy  Diddler  sort  of  way 
tern  day  to  day;  and  after  the  notes  had  become 
due,  proposed  to  raise  tbe  wind  by  asking  the  pub- 
lie  creditors  to  forbear  to  press  their  claims  for 
payment.  This  was  the  financial  policy  of  the 
treasnry-note  bill  before  the  House;  and  he  repeat- 
ad,  that  he  would  not  oppose  it,  but  b«  must  say 
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that  it  was  a  most  wretched  and  ill-judged  system. 
He  had  never  voted  for  a  treasury-note  bill,  either 
under  the  last  administration  or  the  present;  and 
he  should  not  vote  for  one  nntil  he  was  better  sat- 
itfied  than  be  now  was  that  it  was  a  proper  mode 
of  raising  money,  and  better  satisfied  than  be  ever 
had  been  of  the  immediate  pressing  necessity  of  the 
measure.  His  doctrtne  was,  that,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  a  plenty  of  money  in  the  money 
market,  whenever  it  was  necessary  for  thiiB 
Government  to  borrow  money,  it  was  better  to  bor- 
row it  by  way  of  a  loan,  than  by  the  issue  of  treas- 
ury notes.  But  still  he  was  willing,  in  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  his  friends,  that,  as  this  policy  had 
been  pnrsaed  for  six  years,  it  should  be  pursued  a 
little  longer.  At  the  same  time,  however,  he  would 
propose,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  a  measure  which, 
if  adopted  by  the  House,  would  supersede  all  ne- 
cessity for  carrying  on  th^  operations  of  the  treas- 
ury by  the  means  of  treasury  notes.  The  Gov- 
ernment would  then  have  no  need  to  apply  to  the 
holders  of  these  notes  to  postpone  their  demands 
for  payment,  and  wotild  have  no  need  to  offer  them 
interest  to  induce  them  to  keep  them  in  their  pock- 
ets. He  would  have  preferred  that  his  proposi- 
tion should  have  come  in,  as  he  originally  contem- 
plated, in  the  form  of  a  substitute  to  the  exchequer 
bill  reported  by  the  select  committee  of  that  House; 
for,  after  all,  the  great  object  he  had  in  view  was  the 
adoption,  not  the  creation  (for  that  they  all  knew 
to  be  ont  of  the  question)  and  nationalizing  of  a 
currency.  After  the  great  political  revolution 
which  took  place  in  1840,  there  was  no  one  subject 
to  which  the  people  looked  with  so  mtich  solicitude 
as  that  of  the  currency,  and  which  they  so  anx- 
idnsly  expected  from  the  party  they  had  placed  in 
power.  The  majority  in  Congress  promptly  an- 
swered this  universal  demand,  and  attempted  to 
?;ive  to  the  country  a  soilnd,  safe,  stable,  and  uni- 
brm  national  currency,  in  the  form  of  a  good  old- 
fashioned  bank  of  the  United  States.  They  failed; 
and  failed  without  any  fault  of  their  own.  They 
failed  in  consequence  of  the  **fized  constitutional 
fact*'  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  of  which 
they  had  heard  so  much.  The  plan  that  the  ma- 
jority then  proposed,  and  which  failed  in  the  man- 
ner stated,  was  the  one  which  he  should  alwajrs 
consider  tbe  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the 
country.  They  all  knew,  however,  that  that  plan 
could  not  be  adopted  under  present  circumstances. 
Another  plan  had  been  proposed — that  of  the  ex- 
chequer; and  the  House  had  considered  it  at  this 
session,  and  decided  against  it  by  almost  a  unani- 
mous vote;  and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that 
that  was  a  vote  pronouncing  condemnation  as  well 
against  the  plan  of  the  select  committee,  as  that  of 
the"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  exchequer 
scheme  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  dif- 
fered, in  some  unimportant  particulars,  from  the 
one  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  the  former  was  not  relieved  from  the  ob- 
jections which  weighed  so  heavily  against  the  lat- 
ter. Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  compare  the  two  pro- 
jects, stating  his  objections  to  both. 

We  have  had  (said  Mr.  B)  the  exchequer  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  have  discarded  it  by  an  almost 
unanimotis  vote;  and  the  condemnation  of  the  plan 
of  the  Executive  was  equivalent  to  a  condem- 
nation of  the  plan  of  tbe  select  committee;  and  he 
believed  that,  at  the  present  moment,  it  would  find 
no  greater  favor  in  the  Hotise.  A  bank  of  the 
United  States  could  not  be  had;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  what  were  they  to  do?  Were  they  to  sit  still 
and  fold  their  arms,  and  do  nothing?  Was  there 
nothing  else  to  be  done?  Was  there  no  plan  which 
could  be  devised,  after  rejecting  both  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  exchequer,  of  supplying 
tbe  country  with  a  safe,  sound,  and  stable  circu- 
lating medium,  through  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? He  contended  that  there  was;  and  the 
plan  was  one  to  which  no  Whig  of  the  country, 
consistently  with  his  principles,  could  object. 

Tbe  State  banks  had  hitherto  been  resorted  to, 
under  General  Jackson^  administration,  with  a 
promise  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  those  who 
stood  around «faim,  that  a  national  currency  of  uni- 
form value  should  be  supplied.  That  plan  failed, 
as  everybody  forespiw  it  must  fail.  In  the  form  in 
which  it  was  proposed  that  tbe  State  banks  should 


supply  a  national  currency,  the  plan  failed,  hftxm 
there  was  no  attempt  to  nationalize  sueh'aearrei. 
cy.  Ir  wa5  all  a  currency  of  local  banks,  asdeoold 
not  drcnlate  beyond  their  immediate  nei{^. 
hoods;  and,  for  that  reason,  the  plan  failed.  Bot 
he  contended  that,  through  the  agimcy  of  this  Go?, 
emment,  the  cunency  of  the  State  banks  mi^tlK 
nationalized,  and  made  a  safe,  sound,  uniform  ear* 
rency.— and  that,  too,  without  a  particle  of  risk  to 
the  Government  or  to  the  people.  If  this,  ^ 
could  be  done,  was  it  not  their  duty  to  do  it?  Tks 
effect  to  be  produced  in  the  present  conditosf 
the  treasury  was  an  important  element  in  the  plaa 
he  proposed  to  adopt.  The  Government  sua 
borrow  money;  it  was  already  in  debt,  and  hadnow 
an  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding,  of  fies 
eleven  and  a  half  to  twelve  millions  of  doHm, 
which  #ere  already  due,  or  soon  to  become^ 
If  they  did  not  mean  to  borrow  more  money  te 
the  current  service  of  the  GK>venraient,  it  wasii- 
dispensable  that  these  treasury  notes  should  bi 
kept  out.  The  estimates  and  plans  of  the  Seen- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  all  went  on  the  ground  fittt  Ok 
outstanding  treasury  notes  were  not  to  be  paid  it 
the  treasury  when  due.  If  they  were  to  be  paii 
when  due,  then  it  was  necessary  that  they  sboild 
borrow  nM>ney  to  pay  them.  With  the  aid  of  fin 
and  a  half  millions,  (or  about  the  sum  borrowed 
upon  loan  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,)  aid  by 
keeping  back  the  treasury  notes  now  outstaadiq^ 
the  treasury  would  be  able  to  get  on  during  the  year. 
But  so  sure  as  these  notes  came  in  for  nSeapfioi, 
unless  authority  to  re-issue  them  be' given  by  dm 
bill,  there  must  be  a  great  deficit.  At  all  efenti, 
there  stood  the  fact,  that  they  had  eleven  and  a  half 
to  twelve  millions  of  these  notes  ontstandhig;  which 
was  discreditable  to  the  nation,  and  be  deiired  to 
remedy  it. 

He  deemed  it  a  measure  of  high  import,  as  k 
furnished  a  currency  for  the  country.  He  was  of 
opipion  that,  even  if  this  treasury  note  bill  shoald 
be  passed,  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  treasaijr 
might  find  itself  in  difficulties  before  the  end  of  the 
year;  and  he  would  take  away  from  this  Admini^ 
tration  the  very  possibility  of  an  excuse  for  an  a- 
tra  session  of  Congre8r,and  he  1>elievedhi8  amod* 
meat  would  accomplish  that  purpose. 

He  then  detailed  the  plan  which  he  propoiBi 
It  was  simple,  he  said,  and  could  be  eomprebeadil 
at  a  glance:  there  was  no  mystery  jibout  It  Itiai 
intended  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnaany 
to  borrow  from  the  State  banks  a  sum  of  noaiy 
not  exceeding  |15,000,000— eleven  and  a  hilf 
millions  of  which  would  be  required  for  the  redesip- 
tion  of  treasury  notes;  a  large  portion  of  which,  he 
observed  in  passing,  was  now  in  the  hands  of  tbon 
very  State  banks.  So  far,  then,  it  wasamerechaaie 
of  the  form  of  indebtedness,  and  a  subetitntioa  of 
one  form  of  credit  for  another.  The  somso  bor- 
rowed,  however,  was  not  to  exceed  the  wants  aad 
exigencies  of  the  Government,  and  to  be  borrovad 
from  specie-paying  bank^  but  in  no  instance  mose 
than  one-fourth  of  their  capital;  and  in  thia  wav  the 
banks  o^  every  part  of -the  United  States  woild  be 
brought  into  use  in  furnishing  tbe  loan.  For  the 
amount  so  borrowed,  this  Government  would  thea 
stamp  the  notes  of  the  lending  banks  to  tbe  amoiBi 
borrowed  from  them  and  such  notes  should  bt 
received  in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  in  case  soeh 
banks  should  suspend  specie  payments,  eitha  for 
these  notes,  or  their  notes  generally,  the  Goveia* 
ment  should  be  absolved  from  all  obligation  to  pay 
to  such  banks  the  interest  on  their  loans,  which  ia  ae 
case  was  to  exceed  6  per  cent  thou^  be  thoogbt 
it  might  be  obtained  at  5  per  cent 

He  dwelt  on  tbe  security  which  this  bifl  weald 
provide,  on  the  aid  which  it  would  ftimish  to  the 
treasury,  and  on  the  facilities  it  would  extcad  to 
commerce,  by  this  provision  of  aconcurreatdrsa- 
lating  medium;  and  enforced  it  on  the  attention  of 
the  House  in  some  general  remarks. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  tbe 
amendment,  the  bill  reported  some  time  sinee  by 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  en- 
titled "A  biU  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  es- 
tablishing t^  Treasury  Departmeat,**  in  whkh  hs 
had  made  several  changes,  strikiag  ont  oneeaUn 
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seetioB,  Md  materiallj  alteriag  others;  uid  Uuw 
JBftkiBf  it,  in  faet,  a  different  bill. 

8ome  eoDverention  ensned  on  a  point  of  or- 
to,  in  whieh  Messrs.  GUSHING,  FILLMORE, 
WISB,  and  others,  took  part. 

The  CHAIE  deeided  that  the  amendment  was 
in  Older,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massaeha- 
atCtf  [Mr.  CusHUfo]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  6USHIMG  observed  that  there  were  then 
two  propositions  before  the  eommittee,  presented 
UiMif  for  their  consideration:  the  one  on  the  plan 
•f  esmnef  and  depoeites,  proposed  by  the  select 
ooMfluttce  of  the  Hoose;  and  the  other,  the  antago- 
aiit  plan,  coming  from  the  other  side  of  the  Hoase, 
mpoaed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
RuufABDj]  and  he  was,  therefore,  thaokfnl  that 
the  gentloman  had  obtained  the  floor  before  him, 
nd,  hjr  this  means,  made  his  plan  the  first  question 
iBcvder.  He  was  also  cratified  that  the  gentle- 
mtm  firom  New  York  had  discossed  the  qofstion 
at  between  these  two  plans,  and,  by  his  admis- 
iiou,  plaeed  his  (Mr.  C'b)  bill  in  a  totally  differ- 
«it  atUtnde  from  that  in  which  it  stood  when  it 
was  last  before  the  House;  for  the  gentleman  em- 

Bticallj  aaenmedthat  it  was  the  doty  of  the  ma- 
ty to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
which  was  the  very  rcTcrse  of  what  wasassumed  by 
the  CoBUDitteeof  Ways  and  Means  when  they  made 
their  report  on  the  ezisfaeqner  bilL  The  gehileman 
commeneed  by  an  emphatic  declaration  that  it  was 
the  dBty  of  the  Whig  party,  in  accorduice  with 
their  avowed  principles,  and  with  their  professions 
before  the  people,  to  pass  some  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  uniform  and  national  currency.  The 
MtlcBUui  also  admitted  that  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  was  out  of  the  question;  and  he  thanked  the 
gfmleman  for  that  admission.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  that  there  were  altematiTes  for  a  United 
States  bank;  and  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  the 
Honse  to  neglect  their  duty  in  adopting  one  of 
these  altematives,  because  they  could  not,  by  their 
own  fiat,  make  a  bank.  They  entered,  then,  into 
this  disciission  under  new  auspices;  and  it  was  not 
the  question  whether  the  Honse  should  remain  neg- 
atire  and  derelict  to  its  duty,  but  it  was  the  ques- 
tion which  of  the  two  plans  before  it  was  the  best? 
Ha  was  happy  to  join  issue  with  the  gentleman 
Arom  New  York  on  this  question.  In  the  first 
place,  what  was  the  gentleman*^  plaa?  Had  the 
commitlee  examined  i>1  The  gentleman  assumed 
that  it  -was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  a  na- 
tteaal  eanency;  and  he  proposed— whati  He  pro- 
posed tlMtt  the  United  States-Hiot  having,  it  would 
laem,  an  j  credit  of  its  own  to  issue  paper  money—- 
iho«ld  borrow  fifteen  millions  of  the  paper  of  the 
State  banks,  aad  endorse  it,  to  make  it  a  national 
earreDcy.  [Here  Mr.  BASirARD  explained.] 
EEe  had  stated  it  briefiy  as  the  borrowing  of  bank  pa- 
per, and  it  was  so  in  effect.  What  did  the  second 
seetton  proposel  It  was  true,  the  first  section  said 
that  the  Government  should  borrow  fifteen  mil- 
Koae  of  specie-paying  banks;  but  what  was  the 
thing  to  be  borrowed?  Was  it  gold  and  silver? 
Certainlj  not;  for  the  banks  could  not  make  the 
loan,  unless  the  Government  took  their  paper 
Nondses.  But  what  did  the  second  section  say? 
Why,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  to 
canae  the  notes  of  these  banks,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  that  borrowed,  to  be  stamped  with 
the  guaranty,  that  they  should  be  taken  in  payment 
of  all  the  dues  of  the  Government,  so  that  the 
practical  effect  wouM  be,  that  the  United  States 
will  have  received  in  its  coffers  fifteen  millions  of 
paper  of  the  State  banks,  which  it  stamps  with  its 
aii^iet,  to  give  it  currency  in  the  United  States. 
Now  he  objected  to  this,  in  principle.  The  United 
States  could  make  a  better  currency  of  its  own;  and, 
in  the  second  plMe,  there  would  be  saddled  on  the 
Government  fifteen  millions  of  bank  paper,  which 
would  be  put  in  its  custom-houses  in  payment  of 
public  dues;  and  if  the  banks  stopped  payment, 
what  would  be  the  remedy?  It  would  be  the  same 
at  it  was  in  a  previous  instance.  The  Govern- 
ment might  sue  the  banks,  if  it  pleased;  but  it 
would  have  fifteen  millions  of  broken  bank  paper 
on  hand,  which  nobody  would  take.  But,  again. 
Why  take  this  bank  paper  at  all?  II  he  considered 
it  as  a  matter  of  perBonal  interest  to  his  constituents 
akme,  ha  woald  go  for  it,  inasmuch  as,  under  this 


plan,  the  paper  of  the  banks  of  Boston  and  New 
York  woukl  constitute  the  principal  currency  of 
the  country. 

But  who  was  to  select  the  banks?  who  was  to 
decide  whioh  of  the  banks  should  be  taken  to  make 
a  currency  for  the  country?  The  Secretary  was  to 
take  good  bank  paper;  bat  how  was  he  to  tell  what 
paper  was  good?  Bat  why  da  this  thing?  What 
would  be  gained  by  it?  It  would  add  nothing  to 
the  sum  total  of  the  currency  of  the  country;  and 
it  would  only  give  a  currency  in  cehain  portions 
of  the  United  States  to  the  paper  of  ce/tatn  banks. 
[Mr.  BARiTAaD  here  explained.]  Mr.  0.  contin- 
ued: that  the  plan  proposed  that  the  officers  of  the 
Government  should  pick  among  the  banks,  and  se- 
lect snch  as  they  thought  proper.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  assumed  that,  by  the  cabalistic 
operation  of  stamping  the  paper  of  these  banks,  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  would  be  restored,  and 
relief  would  b^  given  to  the  treasury.  He  should 
have  been  glad  if  the  gentleman  had  gone  into 
some  arguments  to  show  how  this  could  be  brought 
about.  For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  necessary 
connexion  between  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  giving  currency  to  the  paper  of  certain  fa- 
vored banks.  He  could  readily  see  that  the  banks 
themselves  might  be  benefited  by  the  operation; 
and,  indeed,  he  could  only  see  in  it  a  device  by 
which  fifteen  millions  of  bad  bank  paper  might  be 
put  into  circulation.  The  gentleman  argned,  in 
favor  of  his  plan,  that  it  might  be  set  aside,  and 
another  plan  substituted  for  it,  by  whichever  of  the 
two  parties  came  into  power*, — that  if  the  Whigs 
came  into  power,  they  might  substitute  for  it  a 
national  bank;  and  if  the  Democrats  came  into 
power,  they  might  substimte  for  it  the  sub-treas- 
ury. This  was  the  only  advantage  he  saw  in  Ihe 
plan  at  all;  but  would  not  the  same  argument  ap- 
ply in  favor  of  the  exchequer  plan?  It  would  be 
equally  easy  for  any  party  that  might  get  into 
power  to  substitute  for  the  exchequer  their  5tvorite 
plan,  and  then  they  would  not  have  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  bad  paper  on  hand.  Again:  there  were 
other  means  by  which  the  United  States  might 
supply  their  necessities.  If  they  did  not  choose 
to  borrow  money  in  the  form  of  a  loan— -if 
they  must  have  paper  money,  he  preferred  that 
they  ^ould  borrow  it  on  their  own  treas- 
ury notes,  rather  than  borrow  the  promises  to 
fiay  of  banks.  He  desired  to  sect  an  end  of  the 
fallacious  idea  that  the  GK)vernment  could  not  get 
along  without  being  propped  up  under  each  shoul- 
der by  the  State  banks.  Heretofore,  it  had  been 
supposed  that  the  United  States,  which  collected 
fifteen  millions  or  more,  annually,  from  the  people, 
could  not  proceed  on  tbroogh  the  instrumentality 
of  that  much  of  real  capital,  without  availing  it- 
self of  the  credit  of  the  banks.  Now,  he  desired 
to  se^  that  state  of  things  reversed;  and  that  the 
specie  ^ould  be  in  the  bands  of  the  Government, 
while  the  banks  should  be  left  to  subsist  on  credit. 
If  there  was  to  be  a  dead  cKpital  on  which  there 
was  to  be  a  currency,  he  desired  to  see  that  in  the 
hands  ol  the  people,  through  their  Representatives. 
It  was  for  these  reasons  that  he  had  advocated  the 
exchequer  bUl.  He  denied  that  the  decision  of  the 
House  agaiast  the  exchequer  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  a  decision  aga>nst  the  ex- 
chequer plAn  of  the  select  committee,  as  contended 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  say  upon  what  principles  and  what 
conclusions  the  Honse  voted;  but  he  must  say  that, 
upon  a  careful  analysis  of  that  vote,  it  wofild  be 
found  that  the  objections  which  applied  to  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  apply  to 
the  one  of  the  select  committee.  Mr.  C«  here  went 
into  a  comparison  of  the  two  plans,  explaining  the 
difference  between  them. 

He  objeeted  to  the  form  of  currency  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik  [Mr.  BARNAim]  would 
thus  provide,  and  for  reasons  (be  said)  which  he 
gave  in  a  speech  four  years  ago,  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Qommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  prove  his  inconsistency.  He  next 
noticed  the  bill*  affirmatively.  The  first  objection 
raised  was  one  of  power.  It  was  alleged  that  it 
placed  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive;  and 
he  proceeded  to  notice  it  in  relation  to  Government 
patronage,  and  administrative  power.    He  said 


this  was  a  qtiestion  affecting  the  Gtovemment. 
The  Admibistration  would  remain,  though  the 
Government  might  be  unable  to  go  on;  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  sop- 
port  of  the  Government;  and  he  affirmed  that  this 
bill  would  give  no'  more  administrative  power  than 
the  sub'treasnrt,  and  much  less  than  a  United 
States  bank.  There  remained,  then,  nothing  but 
the  details  of  the  measure.  There  must  be  some* 
wheie  a  depository  for  the  public  money;  there 
most  be  some  legislation  on  this  subject;  aad  this 
scheme  presented  the  least  objectionable  mod^' 
The  committee  were  not,  however,  wedded^  1*^ 
its  precise  phraseology;  and  if  amend^^'lf^ 
^  he  suggested,  they  would  not  object*  coMt"^ 
tion.  m>n^ 

He  then  alluded  to  the  prospect  of  the  sepanrKT 
parties  in  the  next  presidential  election,  on  the  sev- 
eral measures  of  a  United  States  bank,  a  sub-treas- 
ury, and  an  exchequer.  He  said  the  gentleman  to 
whom  one  party  looked  [he  was  understood  to  al- 
lude to  Mr.  Clay]  as  the  great  advocate  and  rep- 
resentative of  their  principles,  did  not  speak  of  a 
United  States  bank,  but  only  of  a  national  currency 
under  the  regulation  of  the  nation.  Well,  the  ex- 
chequer would  give  them  a  national  currency  un- 
der ttie  control  of  the  nation;  and  no  electoral  col- 
lege of  any  Stfte  of  this  Union  would  find  its  in- 
terest in  going  into  the  contest  on  a  United  States 
bank  measure  as  a  tine  fua  wm. 

Mr.  BOTrS  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  stop 
the  debate,  and  take  the  bill  out  of  the  power  of  the 
<k)mmiltee.  He  said  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
committee  were  discussing  a  proposition  which  could 
not  be  carried,  and  which  was  wholly  different 
Arom  the  bill  to  whidi  it  was  proposed  to  be  at- 
tached. ^ 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  gentlemen  to  in* 
dude  in  his  motion  a  motion  to  report  the  bill  laid 
aside  this  morning;  to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr* 
BoTTs]  assented. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Midill  and  J.  CooFsa)  were 
appointed  to  take  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  rise, 
who  reported  aye?  75,  noes  50. 

The  commiitee  rose,  and  reported  the  ^t  bill 
(770,)  and  also  their  progress  on  the  second  (that 
lor  the  re-issue  of  ureasury  notes.) 

TERMINATION  OF  THE  DEBATE. 

Bftr.  FILLMORE  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
offered  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  all  debate  on 
the  bill  for  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes  shall  ter- 
minate at  3  o'clock  this  day,  when  the  conunittee 
shalK  vote  on  all  amendments  pending,  and  that 
may  be  offered.  He  also  moved  the  previous 
qtiestion  on  his  resolution. 

[It  was  now  half-past  2  o^elock.] 

Mr.  S.  MASON  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
speak,  as  he  had  not  made  a  speech  this  session. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  declined  to  modify  or  with- 
draw his  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE  made  an  in4tiiry  on  a  point  of  order, 
which  was  answered  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  GILMER  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  firom 
New  York  to  modify  his  resolution,  and  make  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  could  not  accept  of  the  modi- 
fication. He  thought  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  House  to  meet  at  such  an  early  hour. 

Mr.  GILMER  gave  notice  that  he  should  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  offering  the  resolution  (for 
meeting  at  10  o'clock)  which  he  had  intimated. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  th^  were 
ordered. 

It  was  now  twenty  minutes  to  3  o'clock,  and  Mr. 
FILLMORE  rose  and  asked  leave  to  modify  his 
resolution,  so  as  to  iU  <be  time  for  taking  the  bill 
out  of  committee  at  half-past  3,  instead  of  3  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  could  not  bo 
modified,  as  the  previous  question  waa  ordered. 

The  roU  was  called,  and  resulted— yeas  83,  nays 

80. 
So  the  House  adopted  the  resolutioiu 
Mr«  WISE  then  moved  an  amendment;  rejected 

—ayes  99,  noes  not  counted. 
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:  On  motton  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Howe 
again  want  into  committee,  (Mr.  Picejems  in  the 
cbiiir,)  and  took  up  the  bill  for  ibt  re*is8ae  of  treas- 
ury notas,  which  was  under  discussion  when  \^ 
Gommittee  last  rose. 

Mr.  WISE  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  be  be- 
lieved he  had  three  minutes  left.  [A  voice — ''One 
and  a  balf."J  > 

Mr.  T.  P.  FOSTER  appealed  to  the  genilemaA 
to  leave  him  half  a  minute.    [Laughter] 

Mr.  WIdE  said  he  should,  in  the  few  minutes 
left  him,  discuss  the  exchequer,  as  far  as  he  could. 
CA  member:  ''Onlj  a  quarter  of  an  inch.'*]  In 
^^•^  to  the  remarks  of  those  gentlemen  who  bad 
'*-     ■•*^  — '-*-*-  -  •- —  theOovemment  sepa- 

from  local  banks,  he 
from  the  exchequer 
1  v/Ing  a  tendepcy  to  encourage  the  State  banira  in 
their  over-issues,  it  would  be  a  regulator  and  (some 
might  call  it)  a  scourge  of  the  local  banks.  It  al- 
lowed the  notes  of  the  local  banks  to  be  received 
where  they  were  payable,  in  specie,  on  demand;  but 
it  did  not  permit  a  dollar  to  be  paid  out  in  notes, 
^-settlement  was  to  be  held  weekly,  if  not  oftener, 
with  the  banks,  which  were  to  be  called  t^)on  to 
pay  their  notes,  dollar  for  dollar,  in  specie.  It  was 
well  known  what  a  scourge  the  United  States  Bank 
was  to  the  local  banks.  Yet  that  bank  paid  our 
their  notes,  although  it  enforced  constant  settle- 
ment. 

He  would  conclude  the  last  word  he  was  allowed 
to  say  by  protesting  that,  after  all  the  promises 
msde  by  the  head  of  t6e  dominant  party  in  that 
hall  that  an  opportunity  should  be  afiurded  to 
discuss  the  exchequer,  he  had  been  deprived  of  it 
[here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell  three  times]  by 
that  hammer.    [Laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cumiiiiq'& 
amendment  ^resulting  in — ayes  ft,  noes  89. 
.   No  quorum  voting,  another  count  was  then  taken, 
which  resuKed  in  ayes  37,  noes  S8. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BannABD^ 
amendment,  and  it  was  also  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—ayes 34,  noes  105. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to.  the  House  without 
UMndment;  and 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  having  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  en^ossmenlof  the 
bill,  it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered; 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  bill,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  was  passed — 
yum  111,  nays  51,  as  follows: 

YSaS— MMnn.  AdtoM,  AlleOi  0b«Tlock  J.  Andrews,  Anold, 
Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barton,  Bmmhi,  Bidlack,  ttrdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Brockway^  Bronaon,  Jer* 
emiah  Brown,  Jotm  CainptMll.  Gary,  Casey,  Ctiapmao, 
Jptko  C.  Cnark,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Croas,  Cuthlog,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  DetMrry,  Doif, 
John  Rd wards,  Ererett,  Ferris,  Feaaenden,  Fillmore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Gordon, 
Gianger,  Hall,  fialsted,  HastingH,  Hays.  Honck,  Howard, 
HutMird,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Hunt,  J.  K.  IngersoUi  Jaraes  Ir* 
Tin,  Jack,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Unn,  flolMrt 
McCleUan,  McKennan,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Samson  Mason, 
MaUocks,  MaxweU,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oli?er,  Osborne, 
Partridce,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Plnmer,  Pope,  Powell,  Ben* 
iamin  Raodali,  Randolph,  Rldgway,  William  Ruasell,  James 
M.  RosMll,  Saltonstall.  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Staenrod, 
Bcokely,  0tiatton,  Taliafeno,  Tillinghsst,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Welfor,  Wesibrook,  Edward  D.  White.  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
Hams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wiothrop,  Wi8e,&Wood,  Yorke, 
Aofostus  Icoung,  aad  John  Youns— ill. 

KAYS— Messrs.  l^andaflT  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Atherton, 


DariSi  Egbert,  Thomas.  F.  Foster,  Gogein.  Graham,  Green, 
Hopkins,  Honston,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  Keim,  Andrew  Ken- 
nsAr,  Littlefield,  McKay,  McKeon.  Alfred  Maisball,  Mathiot, 
Medill,  Meriwether.  Miller,  Mitchell,  Payne,  Pickens,  Ram* 
■ey,  Rayn^,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rr)gers,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
JohnT.  Stuart,  John  B.  Thompeon,  Tomlinson.  Van  Rensse* 
bar,  Joseph  L.  White,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams— 51. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

BIr.  YOEKR  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
TOte  bj  which  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  TURKBY  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table,  which  was  i^jected^  and  the  motion  of  the 


gentleman  from  Hew  Jeisey  went  over  until  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  then  asked  the  House  la  take 
up  the  bill  to  biing  into  the  treasury  the  moneys 
received  by  pnbUe  officers  b^ore  it  shoqld  be  di^ 
bur&ed,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining permission  to  present  the  petitions  which 
had  b^n  intrusted  to  hiov  for  that  purpose.  He 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  really  hoped  the  request 
would  be  granted,  (cries  of  **No,  no,**)  for  it  was 
time  they  should  know  what  it  was.  [Great  con- 
fusion ] 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mi;.  SLADE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays«  and 
they  were  ordered,  amidst  cries  of  **What  will  you 
gain  by  that?*' 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  they  re- 
sulted as  follows — yeas  88^  nays  75. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  4  o^look. 

IN  SENATE. 
TvasiuT,  February  91, 1849. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen^ 
ate  a  communicaiien  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  State 
Department,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  a  <M>py  of  any  commission  or  letter  of  in- 
struction to  Daniel  Webster,  esq,,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  treat  with  Lord  Ashburion,  dbc.;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  presented  to  the  Senate  resolu- 
tions of  the  L^slative  Council  of  Florida,  relating 
to  the  claim  of  Judge  Duval  on  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slater;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  fm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Slate  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  additional  information  of  the  operations  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
liillitary  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  for  supplies  furnished  the  Flor- 
ida militia. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  joint  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  Congress,  allowing  the  rights 
of  pre-emption  to  those  settlers  on  the  land  grant- 
ed to  the  State  of  Indiana  to  complete  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  to  other  lands,  in  lien  of  those  of 
which  they  have  been  deprived  by  such  grant;  also, 
joint  resolntiens  in  favor  of  permanent  arrangements 
with  railrcMul  companies  for  transporting  the  mail, 
in  favor  of  restricting  the  franking  privilege,  and 
in  favor  of  redtcing  the  rates  of  letter  postage  to 
the  federal  coin.  AU^o,  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  marine  hospitals  on  the  Biissis- 
sippiand  its  tributaries,  and  the  greatNorthem  lakes, 
for  the  benefit  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  These 
resolutions  were  referred  to  appropriate  committees; 
the  latter  one  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture* ef  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  reference  to  the 
bur  Jens  placed  on  commerce  by  the  towns  on  the 
Western  rivers,  by  wharfage,  rates,  dbc,  and  par- 
ticularly by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  by  thr ir  Tegnlatioos  imposing  duties 
on  produce  landed  there,  and  asking  Congress  to 
assert  its  power  to  regolate  commerce  by  removing 
these  obstructions.  '  Read,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURQEON,  the  memorial 
which  he  presented  a  few  days  ago,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  establishing  a  nuirine  hospital  at  or 
near  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  C6mmcrcer. 

Mr.  EEVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whteh  ,  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Phineas 
Bennett  and  Nahnm  Andrews,  praying  the  passage 


of  a  law  to  permit  them  to  bring  in,  free  of  duly, 
goods  which  may  be  saved  by  chem  firota  wimks, 
reported  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  merebifr 
disc  received  from  sldpwrecks,  in  certain  Chsea,]!^ 
of  duty;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  on  the  reeoBunend- 
ation  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  (he  re- 
port of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  showing  te 
miinner  of  the  disbursement  of  funds  for  ihe  hen- 
efit  of  the  Indians,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MILLER,  fjrom  the  Committee  on  the  Past 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  repart  en 
the  petition  of  Markham  Tristoe,  late  postaMslar  at 
Warsaw,  Missouri,  praying  the  refundiAf  Ihs 
amount  of  a  certain  judgment  obtained  agaiHl 
him  by  the  United  States;  which  was  or^and  to  la 
printed.  ^ 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Conmttlea  en 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  sundry 
meats,  the  bill  from^tha  House  entitled  «*,  ~ 
thorize  the  investigation  of  alleged  frnods^Qadtf 
the  pre-emption  laws,  ^d  for  o^ier  purpoaes;"  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  reportadbaak^ 
without  amendment.  Senate  bill  entitled  ^A  bill  as- 
planatory  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  ant  gcaa^ 
mg  pre-emption  rights  to  seulers  on  the  piUie 
lands,"  approved  June  33, 1838; 

Mr.  CUOATK,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  ahtendment,  and 
with  |a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  ftr 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 

,  Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indka 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition' of 
Campbell  Scott,  praying  for  pay  under  a  eertaia 
treaty;  and  the  petition  of  the  administrator  of  W^ 
liam  H.  Himter,  praying  for  the  allowance  of  eer« 
UAn  charges  in  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts; 
made  adverse  reports  to  the  prayers  of  thepetitaiB^ 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensioos, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Maria  Fowler,  reported  the  same  back  witfaoit 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be 
indefinitely  postponed;  its  passage  being  unikeoesBa- 
ry,  because  power  existed  in  the  department  to 
grant  the  relief  prayed  for.  The  bill  was  then  la- 
ken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  wid  indefi- 
nitely postpone^ 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  sanie  committee,  mada  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  Aaron  Fayne  for 
arrears  of  pension;  which  was  ordered  to  h$ 
printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Rcvola- 
tion^ry  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Benjamin  Harrison;  which  was  oi>dend  is 
be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  badr, 
without  amendment.  House  bill  for  the  reiefof 
Henry  Hoffman,  with  an  advert  repcHrt;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  Committee  oa 
Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  ftom  the 
further  consideration  of  the.  claim  of  Isaac  Hop- 
kins, (there  being  no  evidence  to  sustain  the  daln,) 
for  properly  pressed  into  the  public  seniee  last 
war. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  back,  with  an  nmendmeBi, 
the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  fi.  8he^ 
man. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  submitted  the  following  resoluMon^ 
which  were  read  and  adopted,  viz*. 

Retdvedt  That  theflecreiaryof  War  be  iMCnietad  to'ttm- 
manlcate  to  the  Senace,  the  copy  of  any  qontracc  or  cwSlMtt 
entered  into  br  Robert  Pultoo  with  the  QoTenna^t  of « 
United  Statea,  in  the  year  1814  or  1815,  for  the  fanUililiicorfii> 
ting  outaf  one  or  more  stearaboata  fat  the  use  of  Um  flflfWB- 
ment;  the  amoant  of  monef  admnced  to  him  inviitaaafj^ 
eaid  contract  or  contracts,  and  how  far  the  game  ha^  bManl' 
fitted  Of  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  eaid  FaltoiQ  ritoi  s 
statement  of  the  acounts  of  the  said  Faiton,  as  tbe  i 
on  the  books  of  the  department. 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasory  be 

to  inctnde  in  hie  report,  to  be  made  at  the  praaeat  aaiaoaef 
Congren,  in  pursuance  of  the  res(dtttioD  of  the  8eaalBadMM 
on  the  30ih  July,  1812,  either  under  their  appropriate  h^inw 
by  way  of  appendix,  the  qaantit;r  of  the  public  laodf  tsaUdl 
the  Indian  title  has  been  eztinauiahed  lioca  that  (isMt  ^ — " 
aral  amounts  agreed  to  be  paid  ther^or,  and  tho  i ' 
ner  io  which  rach  payments  are  to  be  mada, : 


COJ^OftESSfOHTAL.  BlJ^BE, 
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CimihMudfiom  J^o  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 

IU$oi9edf  That  tbeBecretarvof  the  Senate  be 
ifldude  the  permaneot  appropnattooarin  the  list  of  current  ap- 
proMiatkws  made  each  eeeaioo,  now  directed  to  be  published 

Bftr.  KING  presented  die  credentials  of  Arthvr 
P.  Eaobt,  who  has  been  elected  by  the  Legislatnre 
of  Alabama  a  Senator  of  the  United  Btates  from 
that  State  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  3d  day 
of  March  next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  the  previons  or*, 
ders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the 
leUef  of  Charles  J.  Jenkins  and  Wm.  W.  Mann, 
assignee  of  John  McIUnne,  was  taken  np. 

The  bill  was  understood  by  the  reporter  to  in- 
ToWe  a  claim  growing  oat  of  a  contract  of  Mc- 
Kittse  with  the  Uoited  States  to  collect  for  the 
Government  some  |32,000,  the  consideration  for 
which  service  to  be  one-foarth  of  the  amomt  col- 
lected. It  seems  that  the  contractor  collected  the 
amount  by  a  note  payable  to  the  QoTemment;  the 
payment  of  which  was  conditionally  gnaraniied. 
Bat,  before  the  note  arrived  at  maturity,  the  drawer 
of  the  same  was  relieved,  by  act  of  Congress,  from 
the  payment  of  the  amount  dne  the  United  Siates, 
aai  covered  by  the  note. 

This  bill  was  debated  at  some  length.  Messrs. 
BYAN^,  KING,  WOODBURY,  and  BUCHAN- 
AN opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  (as  was  under- 
stood) that  the  contractor  agreed  to  involve  his 
claim  to  one  fourth  of  the  amount  collected,  in  the 
aflt  of  cancelling  the  debt  by  the  Gk)verBment. 
They  were  willing  to  pay  the  actual  expense  in- 
caried  by  the  contractor  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the 
debt;  but  they  were  unwilling  to  pay  him  the  quar- 
ter of  the  debt,  for  the  reason  above;  and  for  the 
Airther  reaeoD,  that  the  debt  was  not  actually  col- 
laeled  as  contracted — the  Government  never  having 
received  the  money. 

Messrs.  BBRRIEN,  McDUFFIE,  and  DAY- 
TON defended  the  bill.  They  maintained  that  the 
csBtractor  never  agreed  to  involve  his  interest  in 
the  claim,  in  the  act  of  cancellation  by  the  United 
States;  and  that  though  the  Government  did  not 
actnaUy  receive  the  money,  the  money  was  collected. 
The  reason  that  the  Government  did  not  receive  it, 
was,  that  they  had  cancelled  the  debt.  They  main- 
tained tiiat  the  Government  could  not,  by  its  own 
power,  on  any  principle  of  common  justice,  absolve 
itself  from  the  obligation  of  its  own  contract. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  Wis  reported  to  'the  Senate;  and  the  question 
being,  Shall  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engroMcd  for 
a  third  reading? 

Mr.  BUCHANAlf  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative-.-yea8  15,  nays 
29.    So  the  bill  was  rejected.  . 

Mr,  EVAICS  now  moved  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  WALBISR  suggested  the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  suggested  the  propriety  of  proceeding 
to  the  consideration  of  the  k»ll  which  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  on  yesterday,  to  indemnify  Major 
Qen.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  inquired  what  would  be 
the  order  of  business  now. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  call  for  resolutions 
was  the  next  thing  in  order. 

Blr.  LINN  made  some  further  remarks  in  favor 
of  taking  up  the  bill  alluded  to  by  him;  whkh,  he 
conceived,  was  the  first  in  order. 

Wt.  BAYARD  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
Seliafe  the  several  bills  touching  the  nar al  service, 
which  had  beeir  made  the  special  order  for  Satur- 
day last,  but  were  superseded  by  other  bills.  He 
hoped  ^e  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
[Mr.  Bvurs]  would  consent  to  let  these  bills  be 
talMi  mp,  before  proceeding  to  the  navy  appropria- 
tioiUlf. 

Ut.  Ig^AJXB  eonld  not  yield  to  the  su^eation. 


He  had  refrained  for  several  days  from  pressing 
this,  although  he  felt  the  necessity  of  having  action 
upon  it. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  also  suggested  the  propriety  of 
taking  up  the  Senate  bills  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stood  on  the  calendar,  in  preference  to  consid- 
ering ^  bills  from  the  House,  which  could  be  soon 
disposed  of. 

The  question  was,  however,  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Evans,  and  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  33,  nays  23. 

iThe.  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilkir  yes- 
terday, as  follows,  was  taken  up  for  consideration, 
vbe: 

ReBolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  seesion  of  CoDgrees.  a  plan  and 
eeUmatee  for  the  improTement  of  the  navigatioB  of  the  Ohio,  by 
the  conatruciion  of  an  eniaiged  steamboat  canal  on  the  Indiana 
side  of  the  fklla,  near  LouisTUle;  aleo,  to  report  what  effect  would 
be  produced  on  the  narigation  of  that  river  aboye  tlie  fall*,  by  the 
remoTal  of  the  ledge  of  rockeat  that  point;  alao,  what  wonld  be 
the  expense  of  enlarging  the  present  canal,  so  as  to  admit  the 
lareest  class  of  boats:  and  what  arrangements,  if  any,  can  be 
made  for  rendering  toe  said  canal  toll  free,  or  subject  to  such 
toll  only  as  may  be  oeceHary  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN,  WALKER,  MORBHBAD, 
EVANS,  SEVIER,  and  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
discussed  the  above  resolution  at  some  length. 
The  points  involved  in  the  discussion  were  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  improving  the  Ohio  river  at  the 
falls,  and  the  necessity  of  making  some  improve- 
ment to  afford  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to  relieve 
it  from  the  onerous  tax  imposed  on  it  by  the  tolls 
collected  by  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company. . 

The  debate  was,  however,  terminated  on  the 
presentation  of  the  following,  by  Mr.  TAPPAN, 
as  a  substitute;  which  was  accepted  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolution: 

Reaolvedi  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  asoer 
tain  and  report  to  the  next  Congreas  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
Improring  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  rirer  at  the  Alls  near 
LouisriUe,  and  tlie  probable  expense  of  such  improTemeni. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  as  amended. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  Luin^  bill  to  indemnify  Major  Qeneral 
Andrew  Jackson  for  damage  sustain^  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duty,  came  up  as  an  engross- 
ed bill,  and  was  read  a  third  time. 
.  The  question  then  being,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?*' 

Mr.  DAYTON  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
half  an  hour  in  opposition.  There  were  principles 
involved  in  the  bill  which  he  considered  of  such 
consequence  as  to  induce  him  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  them  before  they  voted  for  its 
passage.  It  had  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill 
that  there  was  do  other  principle  involved  in  it  than 
that  which  had  been  acted  on  repeatedly  in  regard 
to  other  officers  of  the  Government.  He  had 
looked  into  this  matter,  and  found  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the 
title,  he  found  that  the  bills  passed  by  Congress  to 
restore  fines  to  other  officers,  inflicted  on  them  for 
violations  of  law  in  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties, wire  all  entitled  acts  for  the  relief  of  those 
indivklnals.  In  the  next  place,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  bodies  of  those  acts  in  the  slightest  degree 
tending  to  cast  imputation,  directly  or  indirectly,  on 
the  tribunals  which  bad  inflicted  those  fines.  In 
these  two  respects,  he  argued  at  some  length,  that 
this  bill  dififered  altogether  from  the  principle  of  the 
bills  claimed  as  analogous  cases. 

After  Mr.  D.  had  delivered  his  views  in  support 
of  this  position, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose,  and  referred  to  the  opin- 
ions expressed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendments  which  it  had  recommend- 
ed. As  that  report  contained  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  now  merely  state  that  those  amend- 
ments  having  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  be  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill.  So  far  from  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  North  .Carolina,  adopted  yes- 
terday, making  the  oziginal  bill  more  acceptable  to 
him,  it  had  the  opppsite  effect;  for  he  now  consid- 
I -credit  mo^e  exceptionable  tbim  ever.    It  was  a 


decision  of  Congress  that  the  fine  wasfnilicted  for 
an  aiieged  contempt  of  court-cleaving  that  donblAiI 
about  which  no  doubt  whatever  before  existed* 

Mr.  CONRAD,  in  reference  to  bis  remarks  of 
yesterday,  said  he  would  now  merely  repeat  what 
he  then  said— that,  so  far  from  having  changed  the 
opinions.which  he  expressed  last  session,  when  the 
subject  was  before  the  Senate,  he  had,  upon  more 
careful  examination  and  mature  consideration^ 
been  more  and  moie  confirmed  in  the  eorrectaese 
of  the  views  he  had  taken  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  C,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  he 
was  perfectly  tired  and  disgusted  with  the  eternal 
subserviency  uid  sycophancy  displayed  by  the 
worshippers  of  this  political  idol.  He  alluded  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  subject  had  been  agitated 
through  the  country,  and  in  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  lANHf  said  the  Senator  trom  Louisiana  had 
used  an  eipression  which  required  some  explana- 
tion*. He  had  introduced  this  bill  with  the  motives 
which  he  had  always  expressed  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CONRAD  was  not  aware  that  he  bad  stid 
anything  from  which  the  Senator  from  Misaottri 
could  possibly  inCier  that  he  intended  to  impute  to 
him  other  motives  than  those  which  be  had 
avowed. 

Mr.  LINN  said  the  expression  to  whidi  he  al- 
luded was  this:  "Was  this  eternal  sycophancy  to 
General  Jackson  never  to  ceasel"  Did  the  Sena- 
tor mean  to  apply  the  epithet  '^sycophancy**  to  his 
(Mr.  L.^)  eondiKst,  or  that  of  any  other  gentleman 
who  had  advocated  the  bilil  If  the  Senator  meaat 
to  impute  to  him  a  ^copbantie  dispositioo,  in  nut- 
king  an  ofiforiag  to  General  Jackson,  it  was  a  very 
offensive -^ 

Mr.  C019RAD  said  he  was  really  very  eony 
that  the  gentleman  ahould  have  conceived  that  he 
intended,  by  any  portion  of  his  remarks,  to  cast  a 
reflection  upon  any  gentleman,  and  particularly 
upon  that  honorable  Senator,  for  if  there  wan  a 
man  in  that  body  to  whom  he  was  bound  to  im- 
pute entire  sincerity  and  singleness  of  heart,  it  was 
that  gentleman,  ke  was  aware  that  with  that 
gentleman  it  was  a  matter  of  personal  feeling  of 
regard;  and  he  was  not  at  all  surprised  that  that 
gentleman  shonk)  view  the  queFtion  in  a  diflhr- 
ent  aspect  from  that  in  which  be  viewed  it.  And 
he  assured  him  the  remark  he  had  made  was  not 
intended  to  reflect  upon  him,  or  upon  any  member 
of  that  body. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  ani  nays; 
and  the  bill  was  passed— yeas  98,  nays  90,  an  fol- 
lowss 


yfiASI  Mmsw.  Allen,  Bt^,  Bentoo,  BochSBaa,  GalfasaD, 
Cuthbert,  Pulton,  Graham,  Headerson,  KinCi  lion,  McDoffle, 
McRoberts,  Man^um,  Rives^  BeTler,  SmiUi  of  Connecticiit, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  gpmgne,  Sturgeon,  TttUmadge,  lW>pan, 
Wallcer,  Wilcox,  mliaos,  WooinMiry,  Wilght,  and  Tonng 
—28. 

NATS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow.  Bates,  Bayaid,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  Brans, 
Hontington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  White, 
.and  Woodbridge— 20. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  now  moved  to  change  the  title 
to  that  of  <*A  bill  for  the  indeinnity  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson.*' 

This  motion  was  soncunred  in  without  a  divii* 
ion. 

Mr.  TOUNG  now  moved  to  postpone  all  pre* 
vious  orders,  and  proceed  to  the  conaideration  of 
the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  KVANB  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  most  Important  that  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill  should  be  passed  without  delay.  It 
would  not  take  more  than  an  hour  to  dispose 
of  it. 

Mr.  KXJXQ  was  under  an  impre»ioa  that  the 
bankrupt  bill  was  the  special  order,  entitled  to 
preference. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  explained  that  he  had  only  given 
notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday,  (ye^erday,) 
move  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  snb^ 
ject.    It  had  not  been  made  the  ^cial  order. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that,  at  all  eveati^  there 
was  more  proptiM«  isc  prooeediii|  with  that 
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ttoD  now,  than  wiih  to  appropriation  bill,  which 
mighl  stand  oyer  seveial  days,  if  necessary,  with- 
ont  being  affected  by  the  delay;  whereas  every 
hom*ft  delay  to  the  subject  of  the  bankmpt  law 
rendered  it  more  doabtt'ol  whether  there  would  be 
time  in  both  Houses  to  eonsi4er  all  the  proposed 
amttdments  of  the  Commitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

fir.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken 
up,  and  acted  upon  forthwith;  for  if  there  was  any 
one  bill  in  which  the  community  was  interested 
more  than  anoiher,  it  was  this.  There  ought,  if 
possible,  to  be  a  decision  at  this  session;  it  had 
been  already  too  long  delayed. 

Mr.  BRRRIEN  hoped  he  would  not  be  misun- 
derstood as  ermcing  any  indisposition  to  proceed 
wiih  the  bankrupt  bill.  He  was  ready,  at  any 
time  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  to  state  the 
▼iews  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  He  thought, 
however,  there  would  be  less  interruption  if  an 
hour  or  two  were  given  to  the  navy  appropriation 
bill,  so  as  to  leave  the  Senate  free*  to  continue  with 
the  bankrupt  question  till  disposed  of. 

Ifr.  MERRCCK  was  as  anxious  as  any  gentle- 
man in  the  Senate  to  dispose  of  the  bankrupt  bill 
as  speedily  as  possible;  but  it  appeared  .to  him  that 
some  courtesy  was  doe  to  the  ^^f^i^rjoan  of  the 
Finance  Codkmittee.  who  had  stated  that  the  navy 
appropriation  bill  would  not  ocoupy  more  time 
than  an  hour. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  both  Houses  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  State  bad,  in  1840,  requested 
their  Representatives,  and  instructed  their  Senators 
in  Congress,  to  vote  for  a  bankrupt  law;  in  com- 
pliance  with  which  he  hltd  voted  for  the  law  of  last 
session.  By  a  subsequent  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  instructions  had  been  reversed,  requiring 
the  delegation  of  the  State  in  Congress  to  vote  for 
the  repc^  of  the  law  of  last  session,  or  a  modifica- 
tion protecting  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  including 
in  the  operation  of  the  law  banking  incorporations. 
He  now  gave  notice  that,  when  the  subject  should 
be  taken  up,  as  soon  as  the  amendments  of  Uie  Ju- 
diciary Committee  shouki  be  disposed  of,  if  the  re- 
peal b^  was  not  adopted,  he  should  move  to  make 
the  amendments  called  for  by  his  Legislature. 

Bftr.  SBYIRR  asked  if  the  moUon  pending  was 
debatable. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  a  mo- 
tion to  postpone  was  debatable. 

Mi,  SByIER  said  he  owed  it  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  much  as  he  desired  the  bankrupt  bill 
to  be  taken  up,  to  vote  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  YOUNG  proposed  a  compromise — to  take 
up  the  bankrupt  bill,  and  pass  it  over  informally 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  be,  for  one,  was  opposed 
to  any  compromise  on  the  subject 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  was  constrained  to  insist 
on  proceeding  with  the  navy  approprktion  bill. 

The  question  was  then  ti&en  by  yeas  and  nays 
on^lir.  VoDNo's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 33,  nays  34. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
▼ioos  orders,  and  take  up  the  navy  appropriation 
bill;  which  was  concurred  in. 

THE  NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
Was  accordingly  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  aiid  ihe  amendmehts  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  were  read. 

The  first  amendment,  being  merely  verbal,  was 
adopted. 

The  second  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
the  appropriation  of  |300|000  for  clothing  for  the 
navy,  the  jn-eebo,  "that  the  duties  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  be  hereafter 
discharged  by  a  captain  of  the  navy,  who  shall 
receive  the  same  compensation  that  is  allowed  to 
the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  dock  yards." 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  captains  of  the  navy  were  not 
the  sort  of  persons  required  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 
It  was  a  person  rather  of  mercantile  habits,  ac- 
quainted with  business  and  accounts. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  concurred;  and  said,  if  it 
needs  must  be  an  appoimment  to  be  made  from  the 
rfilcers  of  the  navy,  it  should  be  rather  from  the 
pursers  than  the  captains. 

yhe-ainendm^nt  was  adojpiecU 


The  third  amendment  was  in  the  appropriation 
for  surgeons*  necessaries  and  appliances  for  the 
sick  and  hurt  of  the  naval  service,  including  the 
nlarine  corps,  to  strike  out  the  proviso:  *'Tl^at 
hereafter  no  person  shall  hold  the  place  of  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Siurgery  who  shall  not 
have  had  five  years  of  sea  service.'* 

Mr'.  MERRICK  hoped  this  amendment  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  EVANS  erplained  that  the  committee  had 
had  the  subject  under  consideration  for  a  long  time, 
and,  from  the  mass  of  evidence  before  it,  felt  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  proviso  was  inexpedient, 
and  that  its  effect  would  be  to  deprive  the  public 
service  of  the  most  valimble  officer  now  at  the 
head  of  the  bureau,  who  had  done  more,  since  his 
appointment,  to  correct  abuses  and  check  expendi- 
tures than  had  ever  been  done  in  the  same  length 
of  time. 

Mr.  MERRICK  thought  the  principle  a  good 
one,  of  requiring  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  have 
bad  five  years*  experience  at  sea.  On  this  ground 
he  opposed  the  amendment  at  great  length. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  ever  since  he  had  been 
a  member  of  that  body,  in  all  situations,  and  under 
all  dreumstances,  he  had  b^en  opposed  to  legis- 
lating men  out  of  office,  and  particularly  in  eases 
w^re  the  men  were  entirely  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices.  However  mudi 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mseuce] 
might  disavow  any  such  intention  in  this  case,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  undertake  to  say  that,  from  the 
circumstancee  of  the  ease,  if  this  proviso  should 
not  be  stricken  ont,  the  inference  throughout  the 
country  would  be  .irresistible.  What  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  case?  A  constituent  of  his,  (Mr.  B.'k) 
a  physician  of  very  high  character  in  his  profes- 
sion, a  man  of  most  extensive  learning,  without 
the  slightest  solicitation  on  his  part,  was  brought 
here  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  medical  bureau. 
He  never  sought  the  office;  the  holding  of  it, 
in  fact,  was  an  injury  to  his  private  in- 
terests; and  his  determination  was  not  to  con- 
tinue to  hold  it  a  single  day  beyond  the  time 
when  he  should  be  enabled  to  complete  the  re- 
forms which  he  had  commenced.  It  was,  as  he 
said,  at  an  inconvenience  to  himself,  and  from  pa- 
triotic motives  alone,  that  that  gentleman  oontinoed 
to  fill  that  ofike.  And  now  it  appeared  it  had  been 
suddenly  discovered  that  this  gentleman  had  not  been 
at  sea  for  tre  years,  and  consequently ,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  was 
not  acquainted  with  all  the  diseases,  epidemic  and 
endemic,  to  which  seamen  were  liable.  This  was 
the  argument  of  thi  honorable  Senator.  But  the  gen^ 
tleman  it  appeared  had  been  at  sea  for  upwards  of 
three  years,  and  had  left  that  service  only  because 
the  Qovernment  desired  his  services  in  another 
department. 

.  He  would  forbea?  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question;  he  had  no  doubt  the  distinguished  officer 
who  had  made  charges  against  this  gentleman 
believed  every  woid  he  had  stated;  but,  from 
his  position,  he  could  not  possibly  be  acquainted 
with  the  facts.  The  gentleman  in  question  had 
devoted  himself  to  the  remedying  of  abuses  in  the 
medical  department;  and,  in  these  days  of  reform, 
if  he  was  to  be  legislated  out  of  office,  it  could  only 
be  because  he  had  exf^ed  those  abuses. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  parties,  even  by  reputation;  but  he  was  deci- 
dedly averse  to  the  system  of  displacing  individuals 
from  office  by  legislation.  It  wss  a  system  which 
was  very  likely  to  give  rise  to  injustice;  and  if  there 
were  no  other  consideration,  this  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  induce  him  to  vote  i^r^iinst  such  a  proviso 
as  that.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  the  subject  of  (his  proviso;  but  be  coukl  easily 
imagine  that,  if  he  was  indeed  a  reformer  of 
abuses,  as  haiid  been  represented,  he  would  have 
many  enemies.  There  was  no  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice which  was  more  liable  to  abuses  than  the  med- 
ical department.  Upon  this  subject  he  spoke  with 
the  light  of  experience,  for  the  expenses  of  that  de- 
partment, when  he  went  into  the  War  Department, 
be  found  to  be  as  high  as  |100,000.  And  yet  it 
was  getting  along  with  great  difficulty.  The  expenses 
were  Ave  times  greater  than  they  ought 
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le  expenses 
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it  was  found  that  they  could  still  be  supplied  wi& 
all  the  comforts  belonging  to  the  medical  depart- 
ment. 

He  would  not  consen)  to  give  his  Tdte  in  mA  a 
way  as  to  favor  the  system  of  displacing  individtt- 
als  from  office  by  legislation. 

Blr.  CUTHBERT  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Gfouth  (Carolina  that  this  sort  of  legisliuion 
would  operate  unjustly,  capriciously,  and  injari- 
ously,  and  ought  n^t,  therefore,  to  be  counte- 
nanced. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  BAYARD,  MERRICK,  STURGEON, 
CALHOUN.  WOODBURY,  EVANS,  and  CUTH- 
BERT. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted— yeas  37, 
nays  7. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
the  sources  of  general  expenses  to  be  paid,  the 
words  *Yor  taxes  and  assessments  on  public  prop- 
erhr;"  which  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  having 
been  gone  through, ' 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  an  amendment  limiting  the 
payment  of  arrearages  due  in  the  medical  d^art- 
ment  to  |50,000;  which  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  to  insert  an  appropriation  of 
|6,p00  for  carrying  into  effect  the  joint  resolatioB 
of  'Congress,  anthorizing  the  establishment  of  two 
agencies  for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp  in 
Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

This  subject  was  debated  by  Measrs.  WOOD- 
BURY, EVANS,  CRITTENDEN,  KING, 
MOREHEAD,  WALKER,  BAYARD,  and  CAL^ 
HOUN. 

Finally  the  proposed  appropriation  was  limited 
to  14,000;  and  the  amendment,  modified  10  that 
sum,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  moved  a  verbal  amendment, 
as  to  machinery  necessary  for  the  navy-yard^  which 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on 
Naval  AfiflairB,  moved  an  aiouendment  antborizinf 
the  application  of  the  |100,000  appropriated  in  the 
navy  appropriation  bill  of  last  session  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  floating  or  dry  dock;  on  which  con- 
siderable debate  arose. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  an  appropriation  of  |100,000  for 
the  construction  of  a  dock  at  the  navy-yard  of 
Pensaoola. 

Pending  the  question  on  these  amendments^ 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TmuDAT,  February  91, 1843. 

Mr.  PAYNE  asked  leave  to  report  a  Senate 
bUl 

Mr.  BRIQQS  objected. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  eaUed  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  ofifor  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 


Beadvedt  Itist  the  OommittM  of  the  Whole  00  the  eCate  of 
the  Onion  be  diecheifed  from  the  fott^  eonaideimtioa  oi  bfll 
No.  296,  being  "An  act  to  extend  the  peneion  lawe  to  the  eoldieni 
engaged  In  the  Indian  wan  of  the  Weet,  down  to  the  Creaqr 
made  at  Greenyille,  in  1796.'' 

ObjeeUon  was  made  by  Mr.  MERIWETHER. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
the  motion,  requiring  two  thirds,  was  not  earried. 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  to  present  a  petition^ 
(Abolition,)  and  appealed  to  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Jidba  Thompson]  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  refuted  many 
gentlemen,  and  eonld  not  now  yield  the  floor  with* 
our  incurring  the  danger  of  iosiog  his  right  to  it 

THE  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva* 
nia,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ihobrsoll,]  to  print  10,000  eitra 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  af  aiut 
the  proposition  to  issue  |200,000,000  QovemmeBt 
stoek  to  be  distributed  to  the  States. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  oeeupied  the 
morning  hour  on  this  subject,  and  principaltf  ^ 
defence  9ft|ie  €90190  pnonad  bjr  h|t  pwn  8ia(i, 
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NEW  BANK  PROJBT. 

Mr.  POPE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shoold  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  aid  National  and  State  credit,  and  to  re- 
form and  regalate  currency  and  facilitate  exchanges, 
throQgb  the  agency  of  a  bank,  based  apon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  jinblic  lands. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  BILL.      . 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  a  reeonsideration  of 
the  vole  of  the  House,  by  which  it  laid  on  the  table 
his  resolation,  a  few  days  since,  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  Louisiana  land 
claim  bill;  and,pn  this  he  moved  the  previous  qoes- 
tion. 

Bir.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
not  to  move  the  previous  question;  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  refnsed  to  withdraw  it,  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
aid  resQlted-ihos — ^yeas  104,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  reconsidered,  and  then  negatived 
the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resohition. 

Mr.  EVERETT  raised  a  qaestion  of  order,  and 
contended  that  the  bill  involved  a  charge  upon  the 
treasury. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  W.  COST 
JOHNSON,  C.  JOHNSON,  BRIQGS,  MOORE, 
and  the  SPEAKER  participated,  it  was  decided 
that  the  bill  did  involve  a  charge  upoathe  treasury, 
and,  imder  the  rules  of  the  House,  required  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  its  consideration. 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

MEETING  AT  TEN  0H:;L0CK. 
Mr.  QILMER  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolutioni 

Rmotvedt  That  from  and  a/tar  to-day,  the  daily  hour  of  the 
maetiof  df  the  House  abali  tM  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  M ALLORY  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
in  order  to  get  in  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  voted  down  withont  a  division. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  WiimiaoF  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  F.  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the  navy  pen- 
aon  bill  taken  op;  but  yielded  the  ik>or  for  the 
present. 

ELECTRO  AND  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

On  motion  of  Bfr.  KENNEDY  of  Msryland,  the 
committee  took  up  the  bill  to  anthorize  a  series  of 
experiments  to  be  made,  in  order  to  test  the  meri  s 
of  Morse'a  electro*  magnetic  telegraph.  The  bill 
appropriates  (30,000,  to  be  expended  under  the 
diieetion  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.,  the  words  ^'Postmaster 
QeneraP*  were  stricken  out,  and  '^Secretary  of 
the  Treasory"  inserted. 

Mr.  CAYB  JOHNSON  wished  to  have  a  word 
to  say  npon  this  bill.  As  the  present  Congress  had 
done  much  to  encourage  science,  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  science  of  Mesmerism  neglected  and 
overlooked.  He  therefore  proposed  that  one-half 
of  the  appropriation  be  given  to  Mr.  Fisk,  to  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  experiments,  as  well  as  Pro- 
fessor BAoree. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  thought  that  Millerism  should 
also  be  included  in  the  benefits  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  appropriation  fbr  Mesmeric  experiments, 
provided  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cavk 
JoHNsoir]  was  the  subject.    [A  laugh.] 

fiftr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  he  should  have  no 
objection,  provided  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Stamlt]  was  the  operator.  [Great 
laughter.] 

Several  gentlemen  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Pr&vided,  That  one  half  of  the  said  ram  ehall  be  apprqpri* 
aied  for  trying  Meameric  experiments,  under  the  direction  ofthe 
Secretary  of  theTreaanry. 

Mr.  S.  MASON  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  maintained  that  the  amendment  was  not  dona 
JUe,  ^  that  sadi  amendments  were  oalealated  to 


injure  the  character  of  the  House.    He  appealed 
to  the  Chair  to  mle  the  amendment  ont  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  was  not  for  hfm  to 
jud|[e  of  the  motives  of  members  in  cUsring. 
amendments;  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  under- 
take to  pronounce  the  amendment  not  bona  fide. 
Objections  might  be  raised  to  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  sufficiently  analogous  in  character  to 
the  bill  under  consideration;  but,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  it  would  require  a  scientific  analysis  to 
determine  how  far  the  magnetism  of  Mesmerism 
was  analogous  to  that  to  be  employed  in  telegraphs. 
[Laughter.]  He  therefore  ruled  ihe  amendment  in  i 
order. 

On  taking  the  vote,  the  amendment  was  rejected 
— ^ayes  92,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  CHINA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  bill  720,  for  the  establishment  of  future  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  China. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  83,  noes  53— 
and  the  bill  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows: 

▲  BILL  providing  the  raeaoa  of  fuiure  intercoorse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Ooyemment  of  China. 

Be  it  etuieted  by  the  Senate  andBotue  ofBepreeentativeM 
ofthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congresa  aaeembled, 
That  the  eum  of  forty  tbouaand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby^  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  United  States,  to  enable  him  to  establish  the  future 
coBunercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chi- 
nese empire  on  terms  of  national  equal  reciprocity;  the  said 
sum  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  President,  under  the  restrictions 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  first  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  entiUed  **An  act  providing 
the  moans  of  intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and  for- 
eign nations." 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  ''under  the  restrictions  and.** 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  opposed  the  amendment. 
If  he  understood  its  effect,  it  would  be  to  leave  the 
mission  without  any  restriction.  The  bill,  as  it 
came  from  the  Conunittee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
placed  this  mission  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
missions.  The  Secretary  of  State,  however,  wished 
the  whole  sum  placed  at  his  own  disposal  and  con- 
trol— wished  it  left  to  him  to  pay  as  much  as  he 
pleased.  He  (Mr.  M.)  did  not  consider  this  mis- 
sion to  China  as  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
as  had  been  claimed  for  it.  He  thought  it  would 
be  difficult  to  persuade  the  people  of  that  country 
to  change  their  polity,  give  up  their  aversion  to 
foreigners,  and  enter  into  conunercial  intercourse 
with  other  nations.  He  wished,  at  any  rate,  to 
hhve  this  mission  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  missions.  He  knew  not  how  the  whole  of 
this  sum  of  |40,000  was  te  be  expended,  although 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  Our  ministers  generally  received  f9,000 
a  year  salary,  and  |d,000  outfit.  Now,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  pay  the 
minister  who  might  be  sent  to  China  (20,000 
outfit,  and  |20,000  more  salary.  The  minister 
would  be  subject  to  no  eipense,  would  go  out  in 
a  national  vessel,  and  would  not  be  compelled  to 
land  until  it  suited  his  pleasure.  Why  make  a 
difference  in  the  case  of  China?  Was  that  mis- 
sion of  greater  importance  than  the  French?  Look 
at  Turkey — a  semi-barbarous  country — where  our 
minister  received  |6,000  a  year.  He  thought 
if  $6,000  was  enough  for  the  services  of  Commo- 
dore Porter  at  Constantinople,  that  sum  would  be 
suflicient  for  any  minister  that  might  be  sent 
out  to  China.  When  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee  should  have  been  disposed  of,  he 
should  move  to  place  the  mission  to  China  upon 
the  same  footing  with  that  to  Turkey. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee,  during  his  hour,  upon 
the  state  of  the  Whig  party  and  its  relations  to  the 
present  Administration,  which  he  condemned  gene- 
rally. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  rose,  and  inquired  of  the 
Chairman  what  the  question  before  the  cemmittee 
was;  for  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  from  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He 
made  this  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  the 
majority  that  the  gentleman  was  debating  the  same 
anestion  which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  had, 
the  other  day,  considered  out  of  order.    He  (Mr. 


BiDLACx)  had  no  doubt  what  the  decision  would 
be;  but  his  object  was  gained,  by  showing  bow 
''circumstances  altered  cases,'*  and  how  what  waa 
out  of  order  when  it  was  unpleasant  to  certain 
gentlemen,  was  perfectly  in  order  when  it  pleased 
them,  and  made  in  their  favor.  This  kind  of  re- 
n^ark  would  call  for  replv;  and,  at  this  late  day  in 
the  session,  no  good  could  grow  out  of  it 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  said  he  hoped  the  Chairman 
would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania;  for 
he  never  could  find  it  out,  unless  he  was  informed. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  custom  had  been  to  allow  great 
latitude  in  debate;  and  he  therefore  decided  that, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  House,  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  were  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  then  resumed,  and  continued 
at  great  length;  interrupted  occasionally  by  gentle- 
men for  explanation,  and  by  a  message  from  the 
Senate,  transmitting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mi^ 
General  Andrew  Jackson. 

He  took  within  the  range  of  his  remarks  many 
prominent  politicians,  on  whose  course  he  was 
animadverting  when  the  Chairman  announced 
that  his  hour  had  expired.  He  said,  however,  that 
he  had  much  more  to  say,  which  he  should  add  to 
his  remarks  when  he  wrote  out  his  speech. 

Mr.  GORDON  addressed  the  Chair.  He  com- 
menced by  remarking  that  be  did  not  rise  as  the 
apologist  and  defender  of  this  Administration;  for 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  it  into  power  in 
1840.  His  colleague  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clark]  said  he 
was  sorry  that  it  was  invested  with  power.  He(Mr« 
G.)  did  not  doubt,  even  in  1840,  that  his  colleague, 
in  case  of  thesucce^s  of  the  exertions  then  made, 
would  be  sorry.  And  why?  Because  he  foresaw  that 
the  Whig  party  would  fall  to  pieces  by  its  own 
want  of  any  cohesive  principle,  and  that  longing 
after  office  and  (he  spoils  which  could  not  be  satia- 
ted. The  gentleman  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clark]  had  well 
described  the  party  to  which  he  belonged;  and, 
unless  he  had  been  familiar  with  the  materials  of 
which  it  was  composed,  could  not  have  used  the 
figures  he  did.  What  were  they?  Theeheeseiianngs, 
the  candle-ends,  the  rag-lag-and-bob-tail  of  all  the 
factions  and  parties  that  had  ever  existed.  Sndi  waa 
the  assemblage  at  Harrisburg;  and  so  sensible  were 
they  themselves  of  it,  that  they  did  not  even  dare 
to  talk  to  each  other  about  any  common  princi* 
pie.  They  therefore  suspended  the  consideration 
of  all  such  subjects,  put  the  gag  in  the  mouth  of 
their  own  candidate,  and  surrounded  him  with  a 
committee  to  speak  for  htm,  le8t  any  one  of  the 
candle-ends  should  be  disturbed  I  They  hekl  no 
one  principle  in  common  with  each  other.  Indeed, 
the  convention  at  Harrisburg  was  a  fit  represent- 
ation of  the  party  to  which  the  gentlemam  be- 
longed, and  onder  whose  banners  he  fought  in  the 
contest  of  1840.  His  colleague  once  belonged  to 
the  Democratic  psrty,  long  prior  to  1837;  but  the 
"tn\  spirit,  called  ambition,  whispered  in  his  ear, 
and  he  performed  what  is  termed  a    somerset. 

[Here  the  Chair  called  to  order.] 

He  was  not  impugning  the  motives  of  his  col 
league  by  any  means.  No;  he  was  only  stating 
facts,  [laughter,]  and  he  believed  that,  according 
to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  money  bills  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  opened  the  door  for  all  sorts  of 
debate.  [Laughter.]  His  colleague  left  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  There  was  no  doubt  of  that.  It 
was  for  his  colleague  to  explain  the  mofves  he 
had  in  so  doing,  when  he  became  the  candidate  of 
an  irregular  party. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  wished  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  GORDON  declined  yielding  the  floor.  He 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that,  when  he  was  ad- 
dressing the  Chair,  he  desired  to  occitpy  the  floor 
exclusively.  His  colleague  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, in  the  first  instance,  by  the  Democratie  party. 

Mr.  CLARK  inquired  whether  he  did  not  go  in  a 
minority  of  ten  hundred,  and  work  up? 

Mr.  GORDON  said,  so  much  the  worse;  for  it 
showed  that  the  gentleman  broke  down  the  party 
whose  cause  he  espoused.  The  party  bad  great 
trouble  and  tribulatton  on  his  account— all  owing 
to  the  great  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him, 
and  which  enabled  him  to  deceive  so  many  faith- 
ftil  followers.  These  honest  Democrats  followed 
him  for  a  short  time;  but  they  soon  quit  him|  aitd 
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retarned  to  their  first  lo?e,  whither  eTerjr  other 
Deolocrit  would,  tf  God  shoald  only  spare  his  life 
to  take  a  **80ber  second  tbonght.**— X^taghter.] 
His  colleague  got  back  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  entered  it  under  the  Jackson  banner,  which  he 
wts  amon^  the  first  to  onforl.  Tes,  his  colleague 
triuknphed  with  that  hero  and  statesman — ^his  con- 
stituents haTing  pardoned  him  of  former  trans- 
gressions, in  consideration  of  his  years,  and  of  the 
natural  proneness  of  yonthito  indiscretion!  He 
serred^with  the  Democratic  party  in  Congress  until 
1837,  when,  after  be  came  to  Washington,  he 
joined  the  Conservati?e  clique;  and,  from  that  day 
forward,  battled  against  the  Democratic  party.  Not 
joining  the  Federalists  immtdiately,  he  stopped  at 
the  Conservative  half-way  house,  and  there  refresh- 
ed himself,  until  that  resting-place  was  rased  to  the 
-grt>und,  when  he  went  smack  over  to  the  embraces 
of  the  Federal  party,  "there  he  new  is !  There 
be  (fidr.  Q.)  trusted  he  would  ever  remain  I  There 
he  must  remain,  if  he  depended  upon  the  Democ- 
racy of  old  Chenango  to  rescue  him !  He  (Mr. 
G.)  did  not  impeach  his  colleague's  motives;  be 
only  stated  facts,  which  his  colleague  might  ex- 
plain if  he  thought  proper.  In  his  speech  to-day, 
be  had  sneered  at  the  Democratic  party,  by  calling 
one  of  their  Governors  the  hero  of  clam-bakes,  and 
by  denouncing  the  party  with  whom  he  once  acted 
as  Locofoeos  and  disorganizers.  It  had  been  well 
remarked,  that  the  devil  could  preach  a  good  ser- 
mon. Now  he  (Mr.  G.)  thought  his  eolleague  was 
not  a  fit  person  to  read  a  lecture  to  this  Adminis- 
tration on  the  subject  of  aposOtcy,  and  to  deal  out 
denunciations  right  and  left  upon  it,  and  upon  the 
Demoeratie  party !  Sucb  leetuea  eame  with  bad 
grace  firom  such  an  author ! 

Now,  what  was  the  principal  grooad  of  the  gen- 
ileman't  complaint,  and  the  source  of  all  his  grief 
in  mourning  over  bis  fallen  partyl  Was  it  that  he 
mourned  the  sacrifice  of  any  principle  which  bound 
bis  party  togetheil  Not  at  all:  the  gentleman  did 
not  once  allude  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  It 
was  the  loss  of  the  spoils — the  loss  of  power  and 
patronage  and  place  that  the  gentleman  lament 
ed;  and  that  was  the  loss  of  all  for  which  bis  party 
were  contending.  The  gentleman  talked  about  the 
love  of  oAce,  and  the  treachery  of  men  in  high 
places;  but  he  said  nothing  about  the  principles  of 
his  party,  nor  did  he  utter  one  regret  for  the  railore 
of  their  measures.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  about  to  retire 
from  public  life;  but  he  felt  now  as  great  an  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  bis  paiiv,  and  the  triumph 
of  their  principles,  as  be  would  feel  if  he  were  to 
continue  in  Congress.  He  was  not  surprised 
at  the  gentleman's  ulence  with  regard  to  the  princi- 
ples of  his  party;  for,  from  what  he  could  observe, 
there  was  now  iko  more  of  principle  to  govern  that 
pafty  than  there  was  in  1840.  What  had  diey 
seen  as  the  fruits  of  all  the  labors  of  that  party, 
now  existing  nowhere,  as  the  gentleman  was  forced 
to  admit)  The  quarrel  between  the  gentleman 
and  the  administration  he  considered  but  as  a 
family  qnarrel.  They  wore  now  disunited,  but 
would  be  soon  united  again,  as  they  had  the  same 
objects  to  pursue.  They  both  wanted  to  establish 
a  paper  currency  for  this  great  nation.  What 
was  it  that  disunited  them?  Some  of  them  went 
for  an  exchequer,  some  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  some  of  th(m  were  for  bolstering  up 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks  by  the  aid  of  the  credit 
of  the  Federal  Government.  They  all  sought  to 
renovate  that  same  system  of  paper  currency,  under 
the  evils  of  which  the  country  was  now  safiering. 
Now,  he  took  it,  that  it  would  .be  in  order  to 
glanoe  at  some  of  the  schemes  of  this  party,  and, 
among  the  rest,  the  iwo  hundred  million  schtme  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  What  was  that 
schemel  It  was,  that  the  Government  should  issae 
two  hundred  millions  of  bonds,  at  an  interest  of 
3  per  Cent,  based  upon  the  pretended  sale  of  the 
Government  landr,  in  other  words,  two  hundred 
millions  of  Gorernment  paper  to  be  put  afloat, 
without  any  adequate  security  for  its  redemption. 
What  was  the  proposition  of  another  gentleman  of 
the  same  side  of  the  House?  Why,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  carry  on  the  business  of  private 
banking  on  private  account,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
give  currency  to  depreciated  l>ank  paper.  But  he 
^oold  return  back  to  this  tw9  bundf^  piiUion 


scheme;  for  be  feared  that  all  this  longing  after 
paper  money  was  to  end  in  it. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  hoped  the  gentle- 
man might  be  permitted  to  proceed  without  inter- 
ruption, as  the  other  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  been  permitted  to  speatf  on  the  same  subject. 

The  CHAIR  made  some  observations  not  dis- 
tinctly beard. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  that  be  would  proceed  in 
order.  He  took  the  ground,  that  this  party  was  not 
to  be  intrusted  with  money,  because  of  the  extrava- 
gant and  impolitic  projects  diey  were  forcing  on 
the  House.  He  wished  to  know,  before  be  intrust- 
ed this  Adminutration  and  this  party  with  money — 
(for  be  took  it  that  this  bill  bad  enunated  from  the 
nujority) — ^before  be  intrusted  them  with  money, 
he  wished  to  inquire  into  their  system  and  policy 
of  government  which,  be  presumed,  would  be  as 
mudi  in  order  as  to  deSate  the  Fanueil  Hall  speech 
of  Mr.  Webster.  He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  not 
as  much  in  order  to  allude  to  the  finances  of  this 
Government,  as  to  what  the  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  term  the  treachery  of  his  political  friends. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  position  taken  by 
a  majority  of  that  party,  that  it  was  competent  ibr 
the  Government  to  issue  thisi900,000,000  of  bonds 
to  be  given  to  the  States;  and  he  wished  also  to  in* 
qaire,  what  relief  it  would  be  to  thepeof^e.  As 
th^  prospect  of  relief  from  this  quarter  was  too  re- 
mote, he  was  willing  to  pass  it  over,  and  inquire 
what  relief  this  exchequer  was  likely  to  afford. 

The  CHAIR  bete  interrupted  Mr.  G.>  and  said 
that  the  topics  he  was  diaeussing  were  irrelevant  to 
the  question  before  the  Hotise,  and  therefore  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  R.  D.  DAVIS  said  he  understood  his  col- 
league as  alluding  to  these  subjects  incidentally,  as 
illustrative  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  WBLLER  said  that  the  gentleman  (torn 
New  York  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clark]  bad  been  allowed  to 
allude  to  these  stitnects,  and  the  CSiair  decided  that 
he  was  in  order.  The  gentleman  now  on  the  floor, 
therefore,  bad  a  right  to  discuss  the  same  subjects 
in  reply. 

The  CHAIR  made  some  reply  not  heard;  when 

Mr.  WBLLER  appealed  from  bis  decision. 

Mr.  GORDON  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  withdraw  the  appeal,  as  the  decision  of  it 
would  take  largely  from  the  time  allotted  him.  [Mr. 
WxLLSR  accordingly  withdrew  the  appeal.]  He 
would  be  able  to  bring  himself  out,  in  order.  The 
gentleman  gave  a  glowing  de«cription  of  the  temple 
of  the  Whig  party,  with  columns,  and  colonnades, 
and  its  lofty  dome;  and  complained  that  the  man  be- 
hind the  throne,  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  had 
exercised  his  great  strength  in  tearing  down 
that  mighty  edifice.  Why,  it  would  not  lake  a 
Samson  to  tear  down  a  log  cabin;  for  even  the 
boys  of  this  very  city  had  made  it  their  pastime 
to  pull  down  those  very  few  models  of  Whig  archi- 
tecture that  were  found  here.  What  were  the  col- 
umns and  colonnades  of  this  mighty  edifice,  eon- 
straeted  and  adorned,  according  to  the  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  gentleman?  Why,  he  believed  the 
sign  out  of  doors,  whether  the  latch-string  was 
pulled  in  or  not,  was  a  cider-barrel  and  a  coon-skin; 
while  the  edifice  itself  was  built  of  rough  logs,  with 
the  chinks  between  them  stopped  up  with  mud.  It 
was  a  temple  of  night  revelry  and  debauch,  where  its 
votaries  drank  hard  cider,  and  got  themselres  fndr 
died.  But  if  this  mighty  man  at  the  end  of  the 
avenue,  aided  by  the  boys  of  the  city,  tore  down 
such  a  temple,  he  did  more  good  than  barm  by  the 
act,  and  should  be  applauded  for  it. ,  It  was,  to  be 
sure,  a  small  business  for  such  a  mighty  man  to  be 
engaged  in;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  did 
a  better  deed  when  he  tore  down  the  building,  than 
when  be  assisted  in  raising  it.  He  belkred  that  it 
was  at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  in  the  celebrated  speech 
made  there,  that  this  two  hundred  million  project 
was  first  broached.  Now,  he  should  like  to  know 
whether  that  project  originated  in  this  country  or 
in  England;  and  whether  it  originated  before,  or 
after,  the  visit  of  this  mighty  man  to  that  country; 
or  before,  or  after,  be  got  the  thousand  pounds  for 
bis  opinion  t)n  the  subject  of  State  credit. 

If  this  prpject  of  the  British  fundboldeis  waa  to 


succeed,  the  Republic  would  be  «ruebed.  Adopt 
this  scheme,  and  the  Gh)vemment  would  be  a^ 
stroyed,  for  two  reasons :  First,  ibefe  would  b^  a 
consolidation  of  all  the  power  of  the  States  in  the 
Federal  Government  Congress  would  have  taken 
upon  itself  to  discharge  all  the  obUgations  created 
by  the  profligacy  of  dSt  States,  without  the  power 
toresurain  their  extravagance.  This  would  be 
consolidation  in  its  fullest  sense,  and  would  break 
■up  our  present  form  of  government;  for  theBtatei 
would,  in  time,  come  to  their  senses,  and  would 
shake  off  the  odious  burden  imposed  on  them,  bf 
repudiation  or  nullification.  He  took  it  open  biM* 
self  to  declare,  that  if  bis  State  (New  York)  wm 
to  be  saddled  with  the  debts  of  the  other  States,  ta^ 
would  sooner  go  for  repudiation  or  nuUifieatioii. 
He  would  sooner  repudiate  than  entail  on  his  peo* 
pie  debts  created  by  the  profligacy  or  extravagaaea 
of  others.  The  btBt  way  to  preserve  the  eredii  of 
the  States,  would  be  to  preserve  inviolate  the  fiailh 
of  the  Federal  Gtovemmenu  He  should  UlBe  to 
knew  bow  the  people  were  to  be  beaeflied  by  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts. 

Whether  war  with  England  would  be  a  blesaii^^ 
or  a  curse  ht  would  not  undertake  to  say.  He  dm 
not  know  but  it  would  be  a  blessing;  for  it  might 
arouse  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  enkindle  the  test 
feelings  of^the  hearts  of  the  money -making  people, 
who  were  not  unwilling  to  ask  even  a  desecration 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  if  thereby  they  could  make 
money.  But  even  if  a  war  with  England  would 
be  a  blessing,  the  people  of  this  country  would  do 
no  improper  act  to  promote  it;  if,  however,  Ba|^ 
land  should  espouse  the  cause  of  the  Rothsdulds  and 
the  foreign  bankers— of  the  Nicholas  Biddtes  and 
the  brokers— and  with  them  should  make  commmi 
eause,  and  wag^  war  on  our  cduntiy  and  our  Con- 
stitution, Heaven  knew  be  should  wish  the  trial  to 
come  at  once,  that  the  strength  of  our  Constilatiim 
and  the  bravery  of  our  people  might  be  tested.  He 
had  said  the  people  of  this  country  owed  an  ever- 
lasting debt  of  gratitude  to  the  gentleman  froaa 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  for  pnttbig  tha 
matter  on  the  basis  on  which  he  had 
placed  it;  but  what  was  the  teaden^  of 
bis  argument?  Why,  that  this  Gkyromment  mnat 
neeessarily  assume  the  State  debts,  for  it  was  sliewii 
that  a  State  might  go  on  «d  liNliiai,  contracting  what 
debts  she  pleased,  giving  her  bonds  toforeignen 
for  the  amount,  and  then  this  Gtovemment  mast  be 
dragged  into  the  payment  of  her  obligations;  for 
a  single  State  bad  in  this  way  the  power  to  in- 
volve this  Union  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  power, 
notwithstanding  the  power  to  declare  war  was>  bj 
the  Constitution,  placed,  not  with  the  Government 
of  a  Statp,  but  with  the  Federal  Gtovemmeat.  He 
would  not  discuss  the  validity  of  Mississii^i  boildi^ 
tot  that  sulnect  had  been  snfficiently  discussed  on 
this  floor.  He  cared  not  whether  they  were  valid 
or  not,  so  far  as  the  argument  there  was  concerned; 
but  the  idea  that  a  State  might  contract  what  debts 
she  pleased,  and  that  ibis  Government  must  pay 
them,  or  assume  her  indebtedness,  was  putting 
this  country  in  the  power  and  at  the  mercy  of  a 
single  Stale.  Why,  he  would  prefer  consolidation 
to  such  a  state  of  things — he  would  prefer  that  the 
State  lines  should  be  blotted  out — that  the  whole 
people  of  this  Union,  if  they  were  to  be  compelled 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  repayment,  should 
at  least  have  a  voice  in  the  contracting  of  these 
debts.  He  asked  the  House  what  control  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  he  in  part  represented, 
had  either  here  or  at  home,  in  her  State  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  her  press,  or  her  public  meetings— or, 
ind^d,  in  any  form — over  the  contracting  of  the 
debts  of  the  States  of  Indiana,  of  Mississippi,  or 
of  Pennsylvania.  Those  States  contracted  their 
debts  without  consultation  with  New  York;  she 
was  not  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject; 
and  yet  the  modem  doctrine  which  they  beard 
there  was,  that  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  that 
State  were  to  be  reached  for  the  repayment  and 
liqaidation  of  those  debts.  Now,  he  would  sppeal 
to  the  chairman  of  this  committee  [Mr.  wm- 
Tnaop]  as  a  patriot,  as  a  statesman,  and  as  a  bl^ 
minded  man  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  stu&d 
the  fathers  of  the  Constitution,  whether  this  wild 
scheme  was  ever  dreamed  of  by  those  retend 
iramers  of  the  ehtrter  of  oat  liberties^  and  wheiheri 
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in  (fae  whole  range  of  ibefr  d«»libtrations,  there  was 
thalBa;^  pfFoepfible  leaninir  to  ^uch  an  i^nnrmoua 
pd^viet  which  now  foand  adfocat«i«  in  the  venerable 
geDUtman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams  J  and 
the  fentleman  from  Marjland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
iov,]  and  some  others. 

Bat  perhaps  he  had  said  as  much  on  the  Fanenil 
Hall  speech  and  its  tendencies,  as  the  occasion 
would  justify;  and  he  would  tnm  for  a  moment  to 
'  the  exchequer,  which  was  but  another  emanation 
of  the  same  brain— the  brain  of  one  who  had  said 
that,  if  he  understood  anything,  it  was  the  sobject 
of  finance;  and  that  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  not  worth  the  parehmcnt  on 
which  it  was  written,  compaied  with  the  migbQr 
scheme  of  consolidation  which  he  had  prepared. 
And  what  did  the  scheme  of  the  gentteman  from 
Bfossachusetts,  [Mr.  CushinoJ  proposel  Why, 
in  the^ret  place,  that  private  individuals  might  de- 
posfle  110,000,000  in  the  treasury  of  such  ex- 
chequer of  the  United  Sutes,  thereby  withdrawing 
tlO,000,000  of  specie,  gold  and  silver,  from  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  receiving,  in  return,  ten 
minions  of  certificates,  which  would  become  its  cir- 
cnlatiDn.  But  further,  it  provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment creditors— the  holders  of  its  bonds  and  obliga- 
tions or  treasury  notes— might  receive  certificates  for 
the  amount  of  the  debtf  due  to  them  by  the  United 
States,  *to  a  like  amount  of  |10,000,000;  thus 
making  the  issue  of  certificates  equal  to 
190,000,000  if  this  latter  provision  be  observed, 
bein^  but  a  modification  of  the  former  one;  a  re- 
ceiving of  the  debt  due  to  the  public  creditor,  and 
a  returning  of  it  to  the  treasury,  and  receiving,  as 
in  the  ease  of  a  private  depositor,  certificates  for  the 
sum  deposited.  Thus,  then,  they  had  |30,000,000 
of  specie  drawn  from  the  circnitftion  of  the  coun- 
try, and  paper  certificates  substituted.  And  yet  even, 
•this  was  not  all;  for  the  mints  had  an  unlimited 
power  to  receive  foreign  coin,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates for  the  coin  so  received.  But  farther  still; 
the  exchequer  board  was  to  be  authorized  to  sell 
MNb  of  ex^ange,  also  to  an  unlimited  amoant,  at 
mpreMfum  of  not  exceeding  2  percent.  And  for 
u4at  purpose,  he  would  ask,  was  all  this  to  be 
doaei?  It  was  certainly  not  to  add  to  the  circula- 
tion; of  ihe  country;  for  every  dollar  of  the  great 
anounia  he  had  enumerated  was  taken  from  the 
dfMlating  medium,  for  which  the  paper  certifi- 
eatet  wdre  to  be  substituted.  They  were  thus  to 
take  the  gold  and  silver  from  circulation,  and  sup- 
fiy  the  plaoe  of  it  with  paper,  that  this  Govern- 
mmi  might  become  the  depository  of  the  fands  of 
iadividaala  to  the  amount  of  millions,  for  which 
tWs  Gov^nment  would  become  responsible. 

Here  the  honorable  gentleman^  hour  expired, 
and  he  waa  suddenly  hrought  to  a  tnW  stop. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  obtained  permission  to 
make  some  explanations  of  a  personal  nature, 
which  he  deemed  called  for  by  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  GoaooM.] 

Mr.  BY  BRETT  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  accordingly. 

The  8PEAKBR  having  Uken  the  chair, 

Mr.  FILLMORB  desired  permission  to  say  that 
they  had  yet  five  appropriation  bills  which  most 
be  passed,  as  they  were  indispensable  to  allow  the 
Government  to  go  on,  viz:  the  navy  pension  bill; 
the  Indian  treaty  bill:  the  fortification  bill;  the  har- 
bor and  river  bill;  and  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
for  the  fiscal  year.  These  must,  necessarily,  all  be 
acted  upon;  and  they  had  but  nine  days  of  the  ses- 
sioii  left.  He  felt,  therefore,  bound  to  press  for- 
ward such  bills  as  were  before  the  House;  and,  at 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  who  had  the  bill  onder  consideration 
in  charge,  he  now  submitted  a  reiolaiion  to  ter- 
minate d^)ate  in  Ccmmittee  of  the  Whole  upon 
it,  after  it  should  have  been  farther  discussed  half 
an  hcur;  and  on  this  resolution  he  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained  by  the 
House;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  bin  which  the  committee  had  amended— 
wboae  purpose  was  to  test  the  electro-magnetic  tel- 
egraj^-— was  taken  up  for  disposal;  but,  at  the  re- 
Meeiof  Mr.  WINTHROP,  was  passed  over  to  a 
futnieiUj. 


The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  considera* 
tioo  of  the  bill,  which  occupied  its  deliberations 
when  the  committee  last  rose,  (Mr.  Wimthuop  in 
the  chair^) 

Mr.  BVBRETT  was  understood  to  advocate  die 
poetponement  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  until 
It  could  be  ascertained  what  the  policy  of  China 
would  be  with  respect  to  the  diplomatic  agents  of 
foreign  powers. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  House  in  argoing  the  pro- 
'  priety  of  a  mission  to  China.  The  mes&age  of  the 
JPresident  was  sufilcient  on  that  point. 

He  then  replied  to  the  objections  urged  against 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  placed  too  much 
confidence  in  the  President,  and  that  the  appro- 
priation was  to  be  made  without  restriction.  The 
motion  which  he  had  submitted,  to  strike  out  the 
resorictions  of  law,  which  were  applicable  to  other 
diplomatic  Uppropriations,  was  made  after  a  con- 
sultation with  the  Secretary  of  State;  who  thought 
that  to  impose  restrictions  might  embarrass  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  said  he  was  one  of  those  on  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  who  had  voted  to 
introduce  this  bill.  In  the  present  stale  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  he  regarded  the  proposed 
mjesion  to  China  as  mora  important  than  were 
all  our  other  missions  together.  The  trade  of 
South  America  and  Burope  was  fixed  on  an  es- 
tablished basia.  But,  by  the  opening  of  inter- 
course with  China,  three  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  people  (hitherto  shut  out  from  the  rest  of 
the  world)  would  be  brought  within  the  circle  of 
commercial  republics— for  it  was  commerce  that 
republieanizMl  and  civilized  men.  When  England 
was  advancing  in  this  matter,  and  preparing  to 
take  to  herself  the  exolusiye  benefits  of  the  new 
state  of  things  in  China— was  it,  Jie  asked,  wise 
for  us  to  stand  still  until  that  nation  should  have 
arranged  the  treaties  between  herself  and  China, 
so  as  to  exclude  the  United  States  from  all  advan- 
tages wha'teverl  He  referred  to  the  efforts  now 
making  in  France  to  induce  the*  French  Gk>vem- 
ment  to  move  in  this  matter,  and  to  secure  a  com- 
mercial allisinoe  ere  Bngland  shoold  have  grasped 
the  whole  fruit  to  herself.  Should  this  Congress 
refuse  to  make  any  exertion  to  obtain  the  b^efit 
of  this  intercourse  with  China,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  $40,000,  and  the  fear  of  trusting  to  Bxecutive 
discretion?  He  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Imaum 
of  Muscat,  where  we  were  compelled  to  act  difller- 
ently  from  our  usual  course.  It  was  not  our  pol- 
icy to  receive  presents  from  foreign  Governments; 
yet,  in  that  case.  Congress  got  around  the  Const!-* 
tution,  because  it  would  not  have  answered  to  send 
the  Imaum  his  preeent9  back,  and  said  to  him  that 
it  was  contrary  u>  our  Constitution.  Instead  of 
distributing  his  rich  perfumes— the  odor  of  which 
was  unequalled  in  sweetness — the  five  vases  were 
sent  to  the  Patent  Office*  and  there  deposited. 

The  benefits  of  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
China  could  not  be  too  highly  appreciated.  No 
man  now  had  it  in  his  power  to  estimate  how 
much  of  our  surplus  productions  might  be  sold  in 
that  almost  boundless  country,  and  how  much  of 
our  tobacco  might  be  there  chewed,  in  place  of 
opium.  Let  not  gentlemen  continue  to  talk  about 
|40y000  and  Executive  discretion.  He  believed 
the  present  Bxecutive  was  as  discreet  as  Presidents 
generally.  He  believed  that  Mr^  Webster,  in  his 
Faneuil  Hall  speech,  did  more  good  for  his  country 
than  did  any  other  speech  he  had  ever  made.  Mr. 
Webster,  in  that  speech,  showed  the  Whig  party 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  have  his  m.ighty  mind  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  views  and  principles  on  which 
they  acted. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  there  was  nothing  so  very 
peculiar  in  the  case  of  China,  that  Congress  should 
depart  from  the  usual  restrictions  of  law,  which 

M plied  to  diplomatic  appropriations  generally, 
e  thought  it  would  be  better  to  take  the  matter 
quietly,  and  go  about  it  in  a  quiet  business  manner. 
Should  the  bill  pass  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
it  would  authorize  a  minister  at  a  aalary  of  ^,000 
and  |9,000  outfit.  Pass  it  according  to  the  amend -^ 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasachuteits,  [Mr. 
Adams,J  and  (40,000  would  thereby  be  placed  at 
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the  disposal  of  the  Bxecutive— more  than  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  was  willing  to  see  placed  in  the  hands  of  any 
President  He  should  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  minister  and  secretary.  But 
the  appropriation  was  only  a  beginning.  The  largest 
ship  in  this  country  (the  Pennsylvania)  would  no 
doubt  be  selected  to  carry  out  whomsoever  should 
be  selected,  as  minister  in  order  to  give  as  mach 
tdai  as  possible  to  our  country.  Then  other  ves- 
sels would  have  to  be  sent  to  accompany  this  ship, 
and  to  sail  where  her  size  would  not  allow  her  ta 
go.  These,  and  other  paraphernalia,  would  have 
to  be  provided  for  the  minister;  and  this  $40,060 
would  be  but  a  beginning  of  the  expense.  He 
concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  bilt^ 
and  thereby  place  the  whole  appropriation  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President,  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BRONSON  expressed,  it  as  his  conviction 
that  we  should  possess  further  information  before 
sach  a  measure  as  that  of  sending  a  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  China  was  adopted.  He  should  pre- 
fer having  a  commercial  agent  for  the  present 

The  question  was  taken  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  above  stated,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—ayes 80,  noes  55. 

Mr-  BRONSON  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  section  appropriating 
|10,000  for  a  commercial  agent  to  proceed  to  CUiina, 
and  obtain  infcrmaiion  in  relation  to  that  country 
which  might  be  useful  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  said  he  would  as  soon  ha^e  n 
Cthinese  juggler. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  57,  noes  75. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHBR  offend  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  place  the  mission  to 
China  on  the  same  footiag  as  that  to  Tarkey,  and 
to  limit  the  salary  of  the  minister  to  |6»000  per  an- 
num.   The  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORB,  ihe  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  after 
which, 

Mr.  ADAMS  having  called  for  the  previous 
question,  it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ: rejected,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  billf  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House,  and  the  main  quesUon  ordered;  and  the 
main  question  beiag  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, it  was  decided  iu'the  afi^ative^yeaa  96, 
nays  59. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken;  which  motion,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  appealed  to  the  House 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
a  bill  [title  not  heard]  of  some  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  his  State. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHBR  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  cairied,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wbdwesdat,  February  33,  1843. 

The  PRBSIDBNT  pre  tern,  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  petitioa  from  Bllen  Dix,  widow  of  a  deceased 
surgeon,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the Committeeon  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTBNDBN  presented  a  memorial 
from  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fur  hats  at  Louisville,  praying  that  foreign  hatters' 
furs  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  House  bill  for  the  relief 
'of  Rebecca  Guest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BVANS,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  fhrther  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  the  Western  Railroad  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  remission  of  duties  on  cer- 
tain railroad  iron— the  conuniuec  conceiTing  that 
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Ihe  object  of  the  petition  wis  provided  for  in  the 
general  bill  reported  upon  the  snbject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  same  commit* 
tee  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  an  increase  of  drawback  on  domestic 
^irits  manufactured  from  foreign  molasses. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
withoat  amendment,  the  joint  resolation  from  the 
House  for  the  continning  of  an  additional  clerk  in 
the  Second  Auditor's  Office. 

Mi,  archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  rejected,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  remarked,  that  a  few  days 
-ago  a  joint  resolution  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  for  tne  publication  of  the 
debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress.  The  sa'me 
committee  had,  since  the  resolation  was  reported, 
considered  it  proper,  necessary,  and  expedient  that 
the  resolution  should  be  accompanied  by  a  report, 
explaining  the  grounds  on  which  the  matter  rested, 
and  ^wing  the  propriety  of  the  publication.  The 
committee  were  anxious  that  the  resolution  should 
receive  the  definitive  action  of  Congress  at  this  ses* 
sioo;  but  should  it  not,  unfortunately,  be  reached, 
owing  to  the  accumulation  of  other  business,  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  committee  acted  would 
be  known  hereafter.  He  then  made  the  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKBR,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  House  to  ittwkd  to  Charles  Holt  a  fine  im- 
posed on  him  under  the  sedition  law,  reported  the 
aame  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  passed. 

Mr.  P^BLPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Edgcombe,  reported  the  same  back, 
without  amendment,  accompsnied  by  a  special  re- 
port recommending  its  indefinite  postponement^ 
whic|i  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
hitionary  Claims,  to  which  had  besn  referred 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  T.  Smith,  reported  the  same  back, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pas^ 

Mr.  P.,  also  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  represenutives  of  Joseph  W. 
Newcombe,  reported  the  same  Imck,  without 
mmendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
act  pass. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Manchester,  St.  Louis  county,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing the  rights  of  pre-emption  to  certain  town  lots 
in  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Publie  Lands. 

Also,  presented  a  petitioa  from  a  number  of  citi- 
sens  of  Cape  Girardeau,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
praying  that  that  place  may  be  made  a  port  of  en- 
try; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Walker  on 
Monday  last,  were  taken  up  and  read,  as  follows: 

Ruolvedy  Ttii&tbe  UBumption  of  tlie  debts  or  the  Statue, 
eoBtnctad  by  them  •epantel7,-and  for  local  purpoeea,  would  be 
m  palpable  ▼idation  of  the  Conedtotkm  of  the  United  Sutet, 
mcooeolidatton  of  all  power  io  the  Federal  GorerDmeot,  and  a 
final  and  total  overthrow  of  the  eBfety  of  the  States. 

.iZeeolved;  That  ODOfiMi  baring  no  power  to  eamme  toeh 
debta,  any  act  attempuoc  such  a»uroptioo  would  be  oueily 
oqU  and  Toid;  thath  wonld  not  be  obligatory  upon  the  States, 
nor  conld  the  peoplo  of  the  States  be  law/ally  reqalred  by  Con> 
cress  to  pay  the  debt  so  assumed;  nor  conld  any  taxes  hnposed 
by  them  for  such  purposes  be  collected;  and  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  a  succeeding  Congress  to  restore  the  supremacy  of  the 
OoBstHntioo,  by  the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  assumption. 


Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  address  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  re;oln- 
tions.  He  would  not  consume  a  moment  ef  its 
time;  but  if  it  met  the  views  of  Senators  on  both 
sides  to  permit  a  direct  vote  to  be  taken  on  thrm, 
be  would  content  himself  by  simply  asking  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  their  aJoption. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Waleir  reiterated  the  suggestion,  that  if 
the  Senate  would  consent  to  take  a  direct  vote  on 
the  resolutions,  he  would  waiye  all  right  to  discuss 


them;  but  if  it  was  the  intention  of  any  Senator, 
so  soon  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  might  take  his  seat,  to  rise, 
with  a  view  to  evade  a  direct  vote,  and  get  clear  of 
them  by  a  side  vote,  or  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  he  would  persist  in  his  right  to 
go  on  and  discuss  them  then. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  rose  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
l^tiog  to  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Walkkb,]  that  the  Senate  was  then  very  tnin— too 
much  so  to  undertake  to  decide  a  great  constitu- 
tional question.  It  was  certainly  desirable  to  have 
a  fall  vote.  He  rose,  then,  not  with  any  view  of 
discussing  the  principles  of  the  resolutions,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  saggesting  to  the  Senator,  for  the 
reasons  urged  abnove,  to  permit  the  resolutions  to 
lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  at  which  time  they 
could  be  taken  up.  In  the  mean  time,  they  could 
be  printed.  He  (Mr.  M.)  felt  some  solicitude  to 
deliver  his  views  on  the  resolutions,  in  very  brief 
terms.  He  was  not  then  prepared  to  do  so.»  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Senator  would  let  the  resolu- 
tions lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  designed  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution,  which  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  would  probably  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication  of  his.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "resolved,"  with  the  view  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

That  the  Congress  of  ths  United  9mm  lias  no  constitution- 
al powsr  to  assume  debts  contractsd  by  any  one  or  more  of  tlie 
Stues,  unless  for  some  end  or  purpose  InToking  tbs  common 
defence  and  feneral  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

tuiotted.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  assume  theddxsof  ttte 
fltates,  which  hare  been  contracted  for  mere  State  purposes. 

Mr.  WALKBR  said  he  conld  not  consent  to  ac- 
cept these  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  his.  They  de- 
clare only  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  assume  those  debts; 
while  the  object  of  his  resolution  was  to  assert  the 
great  principle  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  re- 
peal the  Constitution;  and  that,  if  it  undertook  by 
law  la  assume  the  debts  of  the  States,  such 
act  of  assumption,  so  far  as  it  had  any  effect 
at  all,  would  be  to  attempt  to  repeal  the  Constitu- 
tion; and,  as  such,  wouM  be  useless  and  void,  and 
could  never  be  carried  into  effect.  That  was  the 
great  principle  which  he  wished  to  assert  by  his 
resolution?,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  hope 
which  might  be  entertained  in  this  country,  that 
Congress  would  ever,  or  could  ever,  assume  those 
debts.  And  to  put  an  end  to  the  insolent  overtures 
which  have  been  made,  and  the  efforts  which  were 
now  being  made,  by  the  British  stockholders,  to 
procure  a  guaranty  of  those  debts  by  the  Federal 
(Government,  he  wished  to  announce  to  them,  that, 
if  they  accomplished  any  temporary  success  at 
one  session  of  Congress,  it  would  be  of  no  effect. 
As  to  this  question  of  general  welfare,  as  set  forth 
in  the  substitute,  it  was  a  question  about  which 
the  Democratic  and  Federal  party  had  been  con- 
tendiag  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Qev- 
ernment.  Under  the  general-welfare  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  the  Federal  party  had  always 
sought  a  justification  for  whatever  outrageous 
measure  they  wished  to  foist  upon  the  country. 
They  will  continue  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  after  having  stated  bis  under- 
standing of  the  difference  between  the  old  Federal 
and  Democratic  parties  about  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  alloded  to,  said  the  words  used,  in 
the  substitute  be  proposed,  were  the  very  words  of 
the  ConstituiioD;  and,  unless  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi intended  to  be  more  constitutional  than  the 
Constitution,  he  could  have  no  objection  to  the 
wording  of  the  reflation.  This  was  simply  a  re- 
solution declaring  that  Con|,Tess  bad  no  right  to  as- 
sume the  debts  of  the  States,  except  it  be  on  the 
grounds  on  which  the  debts  of  the  Revolution 
were  assumed-— debts  which  were  contracted  by 
the  States  for  the  purposes  of  national  defence. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  would  agree  that  the  re- 
solutions should  be  passed  over  informally,  if  Sen- 
ators would  agree  that  they  should  come  op  to- 
morrow, at  one  o'clock. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  they  were  passed 
over  informally,  they  would  come  up  during  the 
morning  hour,  and  conld  not  come  up  at  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  WALKER  continued.  He  deemed  these 
resolutions  of  the  utmost  importance;  for  he  be- 
lieved, i;  a  large  vote  was  had  in  favor  of  them^  it 


would  terminate  the  controversy  about  the  aaiump- 
tion  of  those  debts;  a  controversy  upon  a  subject 
which  was  fraught  with  more  direful  comeqaeBeaa 
to  the  Government,  than  any  subject  ever  aeted 
upon  by  Congress.  He  believed,  if  the  resoluliona 
met  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  the  conflict  waged 
by  the  foreign  bond-holders  to  force  an  assuinpcicn 
would  be  abandoned.  Therefore,  he  would  say 
to  Senators  on  the  other  side,  (the  Whig  side,)  that 
if  they  would  consent  to  let  a  vote  be  taken  on  the 
resolutions  to-morrow,  he  would  agree  to  let  them 
be  passed  by  informally. 

Mr.  BARROW  was  understood  to  say  that  these 
resolutions  could  not  be  adopted  without  discos 
sion;  for  the  doctrines  of  nullification  embraced 
in  them  would  have  to  be  discussed. 

Mr.  WALKBR  would  be  glad  if  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Biaaow]  would  show  wheth- 
er the  doctrines  of  these  resolutions  bad  any  re- 
semblance to  the  doctrines  of  nullification,  as  as- 
serted by  South  Carolina.  He  (Mr.  W.)  asserted 
that  it  was  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal, 
at  any  time,  an  act  which  it  believed  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional; bat  he  believed  that  the  doctrine  of 
nullification,  as  asserted  in  South  Carolina,  was, 
that  a  single  State  could  annul  a  law  of  Congress. 
He  wished  that  Senator  to  point  out  whether  such 
a  doctrine  was  asserted  in  these  resolutions.  No; 
no  such  power  was  asserted:  but  they  merely  as- 
serted, in  effect,  that  a  subsequent  Congress  lutd  the 
power  to  repeal  an  unconstitutional  act  of  a  pre- 
ceding Congress.  They  assert,  secondly,  that  an 
act  to  assume  the  State  debts  would  be  null  and 
void,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect;  and, 
thirdly,  that,  if  such  an  act  were  passed,  it  would 
be  the  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to  restore  the  Con- 
stitution by  its  repeal.  The^e  were  the  principles, 
and  the  only  principles,  in  the  resolutions.  He 
again  asserted,  that,  if  the  Senate  would  agree  to. 
take  a  vote  on  them  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock^  he*^ 
would  consent  to  a  postponement. 

Mr.  ARCHER  made  some  remarks,  with  a  view 
to  show,  that  if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  interference 
of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Waluui]  the 
other  day,  by  moving  these  identical  resolntiona, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions  introdoeed 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuFFiB,]  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  could  have  been  had  on  ibis  subject.  Senators 
belonging  to  the  Whig  side  were  willing  to  vote 
on  the  question  as  presented  in  the  resolntioaa  of 
the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina;  and,  to  aeeom- 
plish  that  end,  he  had  suggested  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  acceptance  of 
the  modification  for  his  resolutions,  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  MississippL 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  his  resolutions  could 
not  have  embarrassed  the  Senators  on  the  other 
side,  because  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
did  withdraw  his  acceptance,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  ae^ 
tually  withdrew  his  resolutions. 

Some  further  remarks  touching  the  subject  of 
the  withdrawal  by  Mr.  Walker  of  his  reeolotions 
took  place  between  Messrs.  ARCHER,  WAIT- 
ER, MERRICK,  and  the  CHAIR;  which  was  ter- 
minated by  a  general  acquiescence  that  the  res- 
olutions alluded  to  formed  no  bar  to  a  direct  vote 
on  the  resolutionn  of  the  Senator  from  South  Car* 
olina  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  as  it  was  now  admitted 
that  his  resolutions,  as  introduced  the  other  day, 
did  not  obstruct  the  wishes  of  the  Whig  party  to 
give  a  direct  vote  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina — they  not  being  before  the 
Senate  when  the  vote  was  taken — he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  it  was  the  vote  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Archkr]  himself  that  obstnMt- 
ed  the  wishes  of  the  Whig  party;  because,  after  his 
(Mr.  W.'e)  resolutions  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
question  was  put  on  the  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Afr. 
McDoFPiK,]  it  was  by  the  casting  vote  of  thenoa- 
orable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  AacBsa]  that 
these  resolutions  were  postponed  till  December 
next.  The  journals  would  show  that  it  was  by  die 
vote  ef  that  honorable  Senator  that  an  expression 
of  opinion  of  the  Senate  on  these  resolutions  was 
prevented;  for,  if  he  had  voted  against  the  postpona* 
ment,  a  direct  vote  conld  have  been  bad* 
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Mr.  ARCHBR  oitd«  some  r^ply  doi  distioctly 
loderslood,  with  a  Tiew  to  maiDtaio  ib^t  the  Sect- 
toEB  on  Ibe  Whig  ride  weie  wiUiog,  as  be  had 
bees,  to  eipress  tbeir  opinion  on  the  anbjf  et  in  tbe 
form  in  whieh  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  MeDnrm  ] 

MlfTALLMADQB  said  he  did  not  think  they 
had  any  nu)re  time  to  spend  on  these  resolodons  at 
this  late  period  of  the  sesrion;  he,  therefore,  with 
a  view  to  end  the  whole  matter,  mo?ed  to  lay  the 
resolotione  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that,  inaamoeh  as  it 
was  asserted  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  that 
l|i  made  the  motion  with  the  Tiew  to  pnt  an^nd 
to  ihe  matter,  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  a  right  to  consider 
it  a  test  Tote,  and  therefore- asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  whieh  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion,  then,  being  pnt  on  the  moion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiye— 
yeas  25,  nays  18,  as  follows: 


fe 


Ohoata,  CUmoa, 

OiahaoB,  Handenoriy  jmnuogion,  mlvt,  nancam,  Hamck. 
Miller,  Morehaad,  Pbelpa,  Smith  of  ladiaiM,  0|Mniisa«k  Tall- 
madca,  and  Woodbridg*— 96^ 

VkYB^Uemm.  Allen,  Begbj,  Beoton,  Buchaoao,  Calhoun. 
CnUibert,  Fnluw,  King,  Uoa,  McBobena,  Smith  or  Connectf- 
cat,  8uii«0oo.  Tappaa,  Walker,  WUliama^  Woodbazy,  Wriaht, 
aodTovng— 18. 

'  The  following  resolution,  introdaced  by  Mr. 
Bbvton  on  yesterday,  was  taken  np  for  consider*- 
tion,  Tixs 

RtaUved,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  be  directed  to  in- 
dade  the  permanent  appropriatiooa  In  the  list  of  current  ap* 
proptlatlooa  made  each  eteiion,  now  directed  to  bo  pnbliahed  vj 
Jaw. 

Messrs.  BENTON  and  WOODBURY  made  a 
few  remarks,  showing  that,  as  the  Seeretanr  of  the 
Senate  was  now  airthoriaed  to  make  ont  his  report 
for  pnblieation,  it  was  almost  imposrible  for  the 
pibnc,  or  eren  Senators,  withont  mnch  investiga- 
tion, to  know  what  was  the  actual  amount  of  appro- 
pnations  annnaily  made. 

Bftr.  EVANS  maintained  that  the  Secretary  of 

the  Senate  could  not  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 

reeolntion.    He  was  required  by  it  to  include  in 

his  report  of  current  approprtattons  all  permanent 

appropriations.    He  could  not  do  it,  because  many 

apfTopriatlons  were  madci  not  specific  in  their 

character,  but  dependent  entirely  npon  the  action 

of  the  lieads  of  departments.    The  only  thing  that 

the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  could  do,  would  be  to 

append  to  his  report  the  conjectural  estimates  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  cases  alluded 

to.    Blr.  B.,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 

the  word  '*re8olved,**and  substitute  the  following: ' 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  append  to  the 
pabUeatioa  of  current  approprtatioDe  now  required  by  law,  the 
amoQDtof  aiandiagappropriationa  reported  by  the  Secreury 
of  the  Treaaary  to  CkNigreea  at  tbe  commencement  of  each 


Mr.  BENTON  accepted  the  substitute,  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  YOUNG  made  a  motion  for  the  postpone^ 
ment  of  the  buriness  of  the  morning  hour,  for  the 
mirpoee  of  proceeding  to  the  consideratif  n  of  the 
Din  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  OR4HAM  assured  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
retard  or  postpone  action  on  that  bill;  but  suggest- 
ed to  him  the  propriety  of  gentleman  first  dispomng 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday — bdng  the 
naval  appropriation  bill;  after  which,  the  bankrupt 
bill  could  be  taken  up  without  opporition. 

Mr.  YOUNG  wirhdrew  his  motion,  with  tbe 
laderstanding  that  the  bankrupt  bill  would  come 
np  80  soon  as  the  naval  bill  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  that  the  Senate  p^ 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  ibe  naval  appropria- 
tion bUl. 

Mr.  BATES  said  that  there  had  been  barely  an 
impression  made  on  the  calendar  di  private  claisDs. 
He  suggested  that  the  morning  hour  should  not  be 
wastedin  idle  debate,  but  that  they  should  devote 
the  remainder  of  the  morning  hour  to  the  private 
calendar. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appropria* 
tion  bill,  and  decided  in  tlie  affirmative. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  unfinished  buriness  was  then  proceeded 
witb— btittf  tlie  further  eonrideratiott  of  the  navy 


appropriation  bill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole; 
the  qoestion  pend^  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Eviiis  to  the  amendment  submitud 
by  Mr.  Williams,  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  |100,- 
000  authorized  by  the  n&vy  appropriation  bill  of 
last  sesrion,  to  be  expended  on  the  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York;  in  which  a  discretionary 
power  was  given  to  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy  to 
apply  that  sum,  or  part  of  it,  to  the  construction  of 
a  iloating  dry-dock. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wiluams  was,  in  sub- 
stance, to  authorize,  by  reappropriation,  the  Secre* 
taryofthcNavy  to  expend  the  $100,000  alluded 
to,  with  outstanding  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions, on  the  construction  of  a  floating  dry-dock  at 
New  York,  ia  conformity  with  the  plan  approved 
of  by  the  oommisrioners  appomted  by  him 
to  Investigate  the  subject  last  fall;  to  which 
Mr.  BvAMS  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
expenditure  shouk!  be  upon  such  plan  as, 
upon  a  reexamination  of  the  subject,  may 
be  approved  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy, 
provided  that  such  floating  dry-dock— of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  raise  a  ship  of  the  line,  if  one  of 
that  size  be  deemed  expedient  by  tbe  Secretary- 
shall  be  contracted  to  be  built  by  persons  of  suf- 
ficient responsibility,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fSOO,000;  and  one  of  a  sufficient  caiiacity  to  raise 
a  frigate  of  the  first  class— if  one  of  that  size  be 
deemed  sufficient  for  tbe  service  of  the  navy— shall 
be  contracted  to  be,  built  for  the  service,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  |1S5,000;  and  whenever  it  may 
be  contracted  for  and  agreed  upon,  (he  sum  agreed 
to  be  paid  therefor  shall  not  be  paid .  until  the  dock 
is  satisfactorily  tested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Bfr.  WILLIAMid  explained,  at  some  length,  the 
reasons  which  had -induced  him  to  believe  that  the 
plan  approved  of  by  the  commisrioners  should  be 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that  there  was  a  great 
diverrity  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  preference 
that  should  be  given  either  to  that  plan,  or  the  plan 
of  the  sectional  floating  dock.  His  own  mind  was 
made  up,  from  the  mass  of  evidence  before  him, 
that  the  weight  of  testimony  was  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  It  was,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ta  reconsider  the  whole 
subject,  and  to  take  into  view  the  contingency  that 
it  might  be  desirable  to  contract  for  one  capable  of 
raising  a  ship  of  the  line,  that  he  had  shaped  his 
amendment,  and  specified  the  limitation  of  cost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  maintained  that  tbe  commis- 
riooers  were  competent  judges,  and  bad  given  the 
subject  a  thorough  examination.  «The  result  of 
their  mature  delil^ration  was  the  recommendation 
they  had  made.  He  therefore  gave  it  the  prefer- 
ence. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that,  not  only  on  that 
point,  but  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  floating  dock  at 
all,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  explained  that  his  intention 
(as  expressed  yesterday)  was,  in  case  any  appro- 
priation should  be  made  for  the  dry-dock  at  Brook« 
lyn,  to  ask  for  arimilar  appropriation  for  Pensaco- 
la.  Now,  if,  according  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  BviwsJ  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  dollars  were  to  be  expended  on  a  float- 
ing dry-dock  at  New  York  for  ships-of-war  of  the 
largest  class — which,  bemg  few,  might  be  kccommo- 
daled  more  advantageotisly  in  tbe  stone-wall  docks 
already  constructed — ^he  asked,  would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  make  two  floating  dry-docks,  each  capable  of 
rairinft  a  frigate— one  of  which  might  t^  placed  at 
New  York,  and  the  other  at  Pensacola— each  cost- 
iDg  only  1100,000? 

Mr.  PHELPS  preferred  leaving  the  subject  just 
as  it  was  left  by  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last 
session— at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  apply  the  money  then  aathoriz^  either 
to  the  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn,  or  a  fl<])atiDg  dock,  as 
most  needed  by  tbe  service. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  this  subject  had  been  con- 
stantly  and  urgently  pressed  npon  members  of  Con- 
gress. They  bad  been  importuned  without  mercy 
by  those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter.  For 
himself,  he  had  been  importuned  almost  to  death. 
Tbe  subject  bad  been  pressei  upon  him,  upon  Con- 


gress, and  upon  the  country,  in  every  variety  of 
shape.  The  press  had  teemed  with  it,  and  had 
been  probably  paid  for  its  exertions. 

At  the  last  scsrion  of  Congress,  (100,000  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
dry  dock  at  Brooklyn;  and  a  clause  was  inserted, 
that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  after  makii^ 
the  necessary  examination,  should  decide  such  a 
dock  to  be  preferable  in  every  point  of  view,  he 
might  apply  the  money  to  the  construction  of  a, 
floating  dock.  The  Secretary  appointed  a  board 
of  commissioners,  consisting  ^  of  three  competent 
gentlemen,  to  make  tbe  necessary  examination* 
This  commi&rion  did  not  report  in  favor  of  a  flfat* 
ing  dock,  except  as  auxiliary  to  a  permanent  stonn 
dock.  It  reported  that  a  floating  dock  could  not 
supersede  a  permanent  dock;  and,  under  certain 
circumstances,  no  floating  dock  would  be  necessary 
at  all.  He  read  from  the  report  of  the  commis- 
rioners the  opinion,  that  a  permanent  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn  would  be  sufficient  for  the  repairs  of  all 
shipe  coming  into  New  York  harbor.  Only  in 
cases  of  sudden  emergency  would  a  floating  dock 
be  necessary.  Bat  at  Pensacola,  it  was  thought,  a 
floating  dock,  sufficient  to  raise  a  slopp-of-war, 
might  be  both  convenient  and  necessary.  It  would 
enable  our  vessels  in  ihe  Gulf  to  remain  there  to 
protect  our  commerce,  longer  than  they  now  do; 
as  they  have  to  leave  very  often  /or  the  dry-docks 
at  Charleston  and  Gh>spo(t,  to  undergo  tbe  slightest 
rspairs. 

The  report  of  these  commisrioners  had  been 
seized  upon  by  the  friends  of  a  floating  dodr,  as 
conclusive  that  such  alone  was  the  proper  one  to 
be  erected.  But  the  report  itself  arrived  at  no 
such  concln^on.  A  floating  dock  folr  repairs,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  Vincennes»  might  be  found 
very  convenient;  but  it  couki  not,  and  would  not, 
answer  for  rebuilcUng.  This  was  the  coaclurion 
of  the  commisrioners,  endorsed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  All  the  Secretary  asked  for  was  an  ap- 
propriation to  erect  a  floating  dock  to  be  stationed 
at  Pensacola,  and  to  inalitute  further  inqub7  and 
examination  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  dry  and 
the  floating  docks  in  question. 

He  thought  the  Government,  under  the  existing 
state  of  its  finances,  ought  to  employ  the  floating 
docks  already  erected  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
merce, and  pay  them  as  the  owners  of  merchant 
ship  do— by  the  ton.  The  Vinoennes,  one  of  our 
Government  ships  of  twenty  guns,  had  been  repair- 
ed in  one  of  these  docks,  and  others  might  be;  why, 
then,  go  to  the  expense  of  erecting  a  floating  dock 
at  Brooklyn  at  this  time?  He  read  several  pas- 
sages from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy, 
to  show  that  he  asked  only  for  an  appropriation, 
at  present,  to  erect  the  proposed  floating  dock  at 
Pensacola,  and  to  make  further  inquiry  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems,  now  agitated,  of  con- 
structkg  these  docks. 

The  debate  on  this  point  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  GRAHAM*  CALHOUN,  BAYARD, 
MILIAR,  CHOATB,  WOODBITRY,  CONRAD, 
EVANS,  HENDERSON,  and  CUTHBERT; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
EVANS  on  his  amendment,  they  were  ordered;  and 
it  was  rejected— yeas  10,  nays  96. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  now  submitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Williams:] 

To  fulwUtate  for  it:  "Tliat  tbe  SeeretarY  of  the  Nwry  to 
directed  not  to  apply  or  expend  any  part  of  the  appropriatioa 
of  #100,000  isentioDed  f  n  the  ninth  claiiee  of  an  act  of  Congreai, 
appfOTed  on  the  ith  day  of  Aotuet,  1842,  *  maktec  appropria- 
tlone  for  the  naval  eerTice;'  nor  the  unespeoded  oaJaDcee  of 
former  appropriaiioM  mentioned  u  Mid  act,  for  the  cooetmc- 
tion  of  a  floating  docic  at  Brooklyn,  or  tn  the  harbor  of  New 
Torlc;  and  thia  ehall  not  to  underetood  ae  reriTinf  or  confer^ ' 
ring  any  aathority  ttorahy  to  proceed  with  tto  conatractkNi  of 
a  dry  docit  in  said  tiarbor.  the  making  of  which  waa  proTision- 
ally  euepended  by  tto  eald-ninth  claoee  of  the  said  act;  but  tha 
■aid  aum  of  #100,000  appropriated,  m  ahOTe  mentiAoed,  ehall 
to  applicable  to  the  conetructlon  of  a  floating  dock  at  Penea- 
cola,  of  the  capacity  fur  the  repair  of  frigates  of  tto  cmaller 
claae,  and  upon  ench  plan  aa  the  Secretary  of  tto  Navy  eiiaU 
approve.'' 

A  long  discussion  ensued  on  this  amendment,  in 
tbe  course  of  which  it  was  maintained  by  Messrs. 
WALKER,  CALHOUN,  ALLEN,  and  WOOD- 
BURY,  that  if  an  experiment  was  to  be  tried  either 
between  two  pl«ns  of  a  floating  dock,  or  between 
n  floating  dock  and  a  stone-wall  dock,  with  a  view 
of  testing  whether  tl^efloatinf  dock  woald  anpmed^ 
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the  necessity  for  a  stone- wall  dock,  the  experiment 
oofht  to  be  tried  at  New  York.  Mr.  BAYARD  eon- 
te&ding  that  no  experiment  was  to  be  made,  as  the 
eapability  of  a  floating  dook  for  repairs  had  been 
already  satisfac^torily  tested,  and  its  incapacity  for 
bnilduif  ships  decided. 

Bftr.  OhuBiii's  amendment  was  snstained  by 
himself  and  Mr.  CONRAD. 

The  qneetioa  wasNhen  taken  on  this  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  519,  nays  17. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  several  amendments  made  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  that  relating  to 
#60,000  to  the  medical  btirean  for  paying  off  ar- 
rearages, and  the  last  amendment,  [Mr.  Qbaham^,] 
were  ooncarred  in. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  |50,000  pro« 
posed  by  the  amendment  made  in  committee  of  the 
irhole  for  paying  off  arrearages  ascertained  by  the 
mediea]  barran— 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  estimates  of  the 
hnrean  itself,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  there 
woild  be  enough  witbontthis  |50,000  to  pay  the 
anrearages. 

Mr.  BVANS  differed  from  his  colleagae  on  this 
point,  and  contended  that  the  arrearages,  amount- 
ing to  f83,75a  77,  would  swallow  up  the  whole  ap- 
propriation for  medicines,  &c. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion  between  the  two 
Senators,  it  appeared  that  some  changes  made  in 
the  Hotise,  by  which  a  few  vessels  would  be  thrown 
out  of  commission,  would  necessarily  lessen  the 
estimates  about  |10,0d0;  which  Mr.  B.  undertook 
to  strike  off  the  appropriations  after  the  adoption 
of  the  conimittee's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Gbiham's  amendment,  adopted  in  commit- 
tee, next  came  up,  and  was  read. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  ataiendment,  as'a  substute: 

"And  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  apply  $100,000  of  the  appropriation  men^ 
lioned  in  the  9th  clause  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1843,  enUtkd 
*An  act  inakiag  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser« 
▼ice  of  1843,*  and  the  balances  of  former  appro- 
priations mentioned  in  said  act,  to  the  construction 
of  a  floating  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
upon  the  plan  preferred  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose;  and  if  the  said  dock 
prove  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
then  the  Secretary  is  hereby  authorized  to  construct 
a  similar  dock  at  Pensacola,  of  a  proper  size  for 
frigates  of  the  smallest  class,  at  a  sum  not  to  ex- 
ceed $100,000;  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  tMt  purpose.*' 

Mr.  BAYARD  contended  that  this  was  a  propo- 
sition to  force  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  an 
appropriation  of  |100,000  more  than  he  *  himself 
calls  for,  or  says  is  accessary,  contrary  to  his  ex- 
press reaionstrance;  for  he  says  he  does  not  want 
a  floating  dock  at  New  York  at  all.  He  sajs  it 
would  be  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  if  Oie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  not  called  for  a  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  in  a  former  report  he  had; 
but  that  would  cost  a  million  of  dollars;  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  the  Secretary  did 
not  ask  to  prosf  cute  it.  He  says  the  docks  already 
in  use  are  ample  enough  for  a  much  larger  navy 
than  ours,  and  will  be  soffieient,  in  time  of  peace, 
for  years  to  come. 

BIr.  Walker  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  subject  was  farther  debated  by  Mes^s. 
ALLEN,  BAYARD,  WILUAMS,  WOOD- 
BURY,  and  CALHOUN;  and  the  amendment 
(Mr.TiLLBCiOoi's)  was  rejected— yeas  17.  navs 
23,  as  follows: 

YBAS-BfoMW.  Allen,  Barty.  Calhoun,  Choate.Craftt,  Cuih- 
Mrt,  P^ilioo,  Kerr,  Smith  of  Inoana,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  W«l- 
kw.  Wiricax,  Winiama,  Woodbuiy,  Wrifh^  and  Yowip-17. 

NATS--MMBn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Beotoo, 
Jerrton,  Buchanan.  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Dayton, 
gtaoB,  Gnham,  BeoderMn,  Hnotington,  Linn,  McRoberta, 
Maognm,  MerrlGk,  Miliar,  Morehead,  and  Phelp^SS. 

The  questioit  them  recurred  on  the  amendment 


of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Qbiuam^,) 
and  it  was  coocnrred  in. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation ^for  the  support  of  Africans  recaptured  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  or  elsewhere,  and  returned  to 
Africa  by  the  armed  v^^ls  of  the  United  States, 
#6,000." 

Mr.  B.  made  some  observations  not  distinctly 
heard  in  the  gallery;  bnt  they  were  understood  to 
relate  to  the  Afncan  squadron.    ' 

Mr.  EVANS  assured  the  Senator  that  this  appro- 
priation bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  African  squad- 
ron. It  was  an  appropriation  annually  made  for 
the  specific  purpose  which  it  states.  Whatever  the 
Senator  bad  to  say  about  the  African  squadron, 
would  more  appropriately  apply  to  another  bill 
from  the  House,  which  would  be  under  Aht  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  in  a  few  days,  tt  was  a  bill 
for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

What  followed  was  so  imperfectly  beard  in  the 
gallery,  that  it  is  rather  by  inference  than  otherwise 
it  was  understood  that  Mr.  BENTON,  with  a  view 
of  addressing  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  appro- 
priations for  the  treaty,  wished  to  have  an  adjourn- 
ment; and  Mr.  EVANS  urged  that  the  Senator 
might  allow  this  bill  to  proceed,  and  reserve  his 
purpose  for  the  House  bill,  yet  to  come  up;  on 
which  he  said  he  could  move  an  amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  no  money  appropriated  by  this  appro- 
priation bill  should  be  applied  to  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  African  squadron.  This  would 
bring  up  the  whole  question.  It  was  also  under* 
stood  that  Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  if  any  infor- 
mation had  been  received  by  this  Qovernment  that 
the  British  ministry  did  not  construe  the  treaty  in 
the  same  light  it  was  viewed  by  the  Executive,  as 
to  the  old  British  claim  of  the  right  of  search. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  understood  to  say  he  was 
unadvised  on  that  subject,  but  would  endeavor  to 
be  able  to  answer  the  Senator  in  the  morning. 

The  adjournment  not  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Bbuton^  motion  to  strike  out 
the  #5,000  appropriation  for  returning  captured 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  AMca,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BUCELANAN-  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation 
to  holding  a  cotirt  in  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs:  WALKER  and  CRITTENDEN  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  cer- 
tain claimants. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  take  up  the  bankrupt 
bill,  with  a  view  of  passing  it  over  informally,  that 
it  might  be  the  first  thing  in  order  after  the  morn- 
inghour  to-morrow. 

The  House  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act,  and 
the  amendments  proposed^y  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, were  accordingly  taken  up,  and,  on  motion, 
passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  BAYARD  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbntom]  to  the  resolution 
which  he  (Mr.  Batard)  had  introduced  early  in 
the  session,  and  to  which  the  Senator  had  offered 
an  amendment — he  meant  the  resolution  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution.  His  object  was  to  fix 
some  time  for  taking  the  vote  en  the  amendment 
and  resolution.  At  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  there  was  so  much  business  to  be  done,  be 
bad  no  intention  of  making  a  speech,  or  raising  a 
discussion  on  the  subject;  and  wo^^ld  be  perfectly 
willing  to  let  both  go  to  the  vote  at  once.  But  if 
the  Senator  had  a  speech  to  make  on  his  amend- 
ment, and  would  fix  a  day  for  taking  the  vote,  he 
might  do  so. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  could  recom- 
mend his  own  time. 

Mr.  BAYARD  proposed  Friday  next,  during  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought,  in  consideration  of 
the  pressing  business  yet  to  be  accompliebed,  Fri- 
day wesk  would  be  better.  There  were  but  eight 
days  of  the  session  left  to  get  through  the  most  im- 
portant business.  The  question  could  not  be  taken 
on  these  resolutions  without  discussion. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  BAYARD, 


ARCEIER,  and  BUCHANAN,  the  subject 
dropped;  and 
Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES^ 
Wbdu^spat,  February  33, 1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  4ptdiew 
Ring  and  67  other  citizens  of  Lubec,  Maine,  pray* 
ing  Congress  for  an  addliional  duty  on  sawed  luoi* 
ber,  spars,  piles,  wood,  bark,  4^  from  the  British 
provinces;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON,  from  the  Committee^ 
Revolutionary  Clain^i  nude  an  adverte  report  in 
the  case  of  the  heirs  of  QapULia  John  Winston; 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  the  House  to  take  op 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Brainard,  a  man  who 
was  literally  shot  to  pieces  in  thu  last  mx*  The 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  PAYNE  reported,  from  the  Committee  on 
l^rivate  Land  Claims,  Senate  bill  No.  100,  bdng  na 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Fisher; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wlwle 
On  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DANIEL  presented  a  petition  in  relation  to 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800:  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  present  a  Tariety 
of  petitions  in  his  possession,  which  be  had  been 
prevented  from  presenting  on  Menday,  the  osoal 
petition  day,  by  the  House  going  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MALLORY  objected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  present  his  petitioaa. 

Ml,  MALLORY  nsked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STANLY  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachasetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  that,  as  tbeHonae 
was  thin,  he  had  better  let  his  motion  lie  ower 
until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER  concurred  in  the  pn^nety  of 
the  suggestion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he.  would  agree  to  let  the  com- 
mittees be  called,  provided  the  vote  should  im* 
ihediately  afterwards  be  taken. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  on  the  eommittees 
for  reports. 

Mr.  S.  J.  ANDREWS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  (he  further 
consideration  of  various  petitions:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGKalS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  F^ost  Roads,  reported  Senate  bill  113, 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  also  reported  a  resolution  from 
the  same  committee,  to  the  effect  that  Monday 
next  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  aU 
such  business  as  shall  have  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Bonds*  and 
reuMins  not  acted  on. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  whether  the 
resolution  included  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  pro- 
hibit private  expresses?  If  it  did,  he  should  move 
to  lay  ihe  resolution  on  the  table,  as  he  was  op- 
posed to  that  bill  in  every  shape. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  replied  that  it  included  all  bilb 
reported  from  tbe  committee. 

The  resolution  (requiring  twothirds)  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  by  direction  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  moved  to  discbarge  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  from  the  further  consideratiou 
of  tbe  bill  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of 
Alabama  under  the  distribution  law. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
dician^  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the 
north  line  of  the  reservation  for  the  half-breeds  of 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  under  tlie  treaty  of  the 
30  h  August,  1834. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  ihea 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 
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Mi;  TRjETMBULL,  fiom  the  same  comaitteQ, 
iM4t  a%  adverse  report. 

Mesus.  MAYNARD  and  HALL,  from  the 
Comaultee  on  Revolntioiiary  Pensionsi  made 
sandiy  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  tke  Committee  on  Pablic  Ex- 
penditvres,  reported  a  resolation,  ealling  oa  the 
aenad  <Mfieers  and  heads  of  departments  for  in- 
formatkm  as  to  whether  the  iTib  section  of 
the  aet  of  last  session,  rrqniring  a  report  of  the 
oontiDfeDt  expenses  of  the  departments,  printing, 
Ac,  had  been  complied  with. 

Tbe  resolation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  ftz  tbe  salary  of 
the  snr? ejor  of  the  port  of  ELavre  de  Grace,  Md.; 
a  bill  in  aid  of  tfaa  Naniaeket  Marine  Canal 
Company;  and  a  bill  to  anihoriie  the  constraction 
(tf  a  wharf  at  the  cnstom-bonse  at  New  London: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hoase. 

Mr.  PBNDLBTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  resolation  reqnesting 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  the  Hoose  whether 
tbe  pay  of  Ma|or  General  Gaines  had  been  reduced 
to  that  of  a  brigadier  general;  when  snch  reduction 
took  place;  by  whoae  order;  and  the  reasons  there- 
for. 

The  resolotion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  STOKELT,  from  the  Famefcommittee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolation  requesting  the  President  to 
eaase  a  sword  (to  cost  |1,000)  to  be  made,  and  pre*^ 
tented  to  Qen.  Cliach,  for  his  services  and  good 
condact  at  the  battle  of  Withlacooehie,  in  Florida: 
itad  twiee,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. , 

Mr.  ADABiS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflairs,  reported  a  rosolation  to  the  effect  that  all 
debam  npoa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  an- 
der  Ftentik  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  shall  cease  in 
Committee  ^  the  Whole  on  to-morrow  at  two 
o'elodc 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  whether  the 
subject  had  ever  been  taken  up  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  last  session. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.    This  motion  was  adopted— ayes  89| 
80. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mitlse  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union. 
This  motion  was  adopted — ayes  84,  noes  50. 

Before  the  House  went  into  committee,  Mr* 
ADAMS  reee,  and  asked  that  the  vote  might  be 
taken  on  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
lo  enable  him  to  present  his  petitions. 

Objection  was  made  in  various  quarters;  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  indaee  Mr.  STANLY  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  had  determined  to  fo  into  Comminee  of  tbe 
Whole.  The  reconsideration  was  carried,  and  Mr. 
FILLMORE  withdrew  his  motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBR80LL  rose  and  asked  leave 
to  offer  a  resolation  of  inquiry  (in  relation  to  the 
eonstmction  put  by  the  Biitish  Government  npon 
the  treaty  of  Washington.) 

Objection  was  made;  and,  after  much  confusion, 
the  Speaker  resumed  the  call  of  committees  for 
reports. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Everard;  which  was  read  three  times 
and  passed. 

Messrs.  a  N.  CLARKE,  AYCRIGG,  and  A. 
YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Peasioos,  made  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  YORKE  endeavored  to  get  in  a  resolation 
for  meeting  at  10  o'clock  hereafter.  Objections 
were  made  in  all  qaarters  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolation  in  relation 
to  the  statae  of  Washington;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Union. 

Varioos  members  endeavored  to  obtain  action 
upon  bosiness  relating  to  their  conslitoents;  bat  tbe 
Hottm  refused  to  depart  from  the  rales. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  House  to  take  the  ques- 
ikm  now  on  his  motion  to  saspend  the  rules,  to  al- 
Ipw  huA  to  proaent  petitions. 


H 


Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  tbe  petition  on  the 
desk  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  was  one  of  tbe  petitions  which  he  wished 
to  present. 

.  [The  gentleman  from  Virginia  pointed  to  the 
mansmoth  petition  on  frame-work,  which  we  de- 
scribed some  few  days  since.] 

The  SPEAKER  was  nnderstood  to  reply  that 
that  was  one  of  tbe  petitions  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  wished  to  present. 
-  Mr.  WISE  asked  whether  it  was  signed  by  a 
runaway  slave  from  Virginia.    [Cries  of  «*Order."] 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  to  suspend 
for  the  presentation  of  petitions  generally. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  inquired  if  tbe  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered) 

Tbe  SPEAKER  replied  that  they  were. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  if,  the  motion 
to  saspend  were  sustained,  whether  it  would  sus- 
pend objections  to  petitions  of  a  partiealar  descrip- 
tion, also. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it'would  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resulted 
thus:  Yeas  80,  nays  103. 

So  the  rales  wefe  not  suspended. 

BRITISH  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TSEA- 
TY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  again  effeied  his  reso- 
lution; which  was  in  these  terms: 

RmUved^  Thai  the  PrMAdflnt  be  requeeted  to  communicate 
totbi8HoiMe(ifnot,in  his  opinion,  improper)  whaterer  cor- 
respondence or  communicaUon  mavhaTebeen  received  from 
the  Britieh  Government  reapectlng  tbe  President's  eonstmction 
of  the  late  British  treaty  eoncjuded  at  Washington,  as  it  con- 
cerns an  alleged  right  to  viait  American  veaels. 

Mr.  WISE  ohjected  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lutien. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  4he  reception  of  bis  resolation;  and 
on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  but,  before  die  vote  was  taken,  he 
wished  an  extract  to  be  read  by  die  Clerk  from  a 
speech  deliTcred  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the  British 
Parliament  on  this  subject,  which  was  of  infinitely 
more  importance  than  any  other  that  could  be 
brought  before  the  Uonse. 

The  extract  was  in  the  following  terms: 

I  retfolce  thatthe  honorable  gentleman  haa  given  me  an  op- 
portunitv  of  making  some  observations  on  the  late  measage  of 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States.  The  siaceie  and  earnest 
desire  I  have  always  entertahied  for  the  maintenance  of  a  good 
nnderstaodlng  between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  spirit  in  which  I  have  always  spoken  of  America,  makes  it 
a  doubly  painful  doty  to  me  to  have  to  refer  to  that  message: 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  daes  not  five  a  correct  account  ofUia 
negotiations  relative  to  the  right  of  visit. 

Perhaps  1  may  do  right  to  confirm  what  the  honorable  gen> 
tleman  has  said,  that  there  is  nothing  more  distinct  than  the 
light  of  visit  is  from  the  right  of  search.  Search  is  a  belliger- 
ent right,  and  not  to  be  e^tercised  in  time  of  peace,  except  when 
It  has  been  conceded  by  treaty.  The  right  of  search  sxtends  not 
only  to  the  vessel,  but  to  the  cargo  also.  The  right  of  visit  is 
quite  distinct  from  thiiy  though  the  two  are  often  confounded. 
The  right  of  search,  with  respea  to  American  vessels,  we  en* 
tirely  and  utterly  disclaim.  Nay,  more:  if  we  knew  that  an 
American  vessel  was  furnished  wuh  all  the  materials  requisite 
fortheslave-trada-^lfwe  knew  that  the  decks  were  prepared 
to  receive  hundreds  of  human  beings  within  a  space  m  whicli 
life  isalmnetlmpossible,  still  we  should  be  bound  to  let  that 
American  vessel  pass  on.  But  the  right  we  claim  is,  to  know 
whether  a  vessel  pretending  to  be  American,  and  hototing  the 
American  flag,  btbonajlde  American. 

There  must  be  some  great  misunderstanding  upon  the  sub* 
ject:  but,  considering  the  importance  ofroaincainingthis  right— 
a  ri^ht  not  p^uliar  to  England;  considering  that  we  are  con- 
tending for  a  right  which  la  the  only  security  against  fraud, 
against  the  grossest  abuses  by  parties  interested  in  this  iniqui- 
tous traffic;  considering  that  we  are  now  the  advocates  of  a 
principle  necessary  for  the  iotensts  and  security  of  all  man* 
time  nations,— it  is  my  duty  to  state,  in  the  face  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  thatthe  claim  to  the  right  of  visitation  contended 
for  in  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  nas  not  been  relinquished: 
that,  on  this  suttiect,  there  was  made  do  conceorion  wbatover; 
and  that  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  despatch  of  Lord 
Aberdeen  we  adhere  at  this  moment.  [Cheers  from  both  aides 
of  the  House.} 

With  respect  to  the  treaty  which  we  have  entered  into  with 
the  United  States:  in  signing  that  treaty,  we  consider  that  we 
have  abandoned  no  right  of  visitatioo.  We  do  not  understand 
from  the  United  States  that  they  entered  into  that  treaty 
with  any  engagement  from  us  to  abandon  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, which,  ifnot  necessarily  connected  with  the  question  of 
the  slave  trade,  we  th9ught  that  it  was  a  step  in  advance  when 
the  United  Statea  professed  a  readiness  to  despatch  a  naval 
force  10  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  suppreving  the 
slave-trade.  We  did  not  accept  the  detachment  of  that  naval 
force  as  an  equivalent  for  any  right  which  we  claimed;  yet, 
still  we  thought  that,  for  a  great  country  like  the  United  States 
to  take  that  step  with  us  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  although  the 
powet  of  visitation  is  limited  under  the  trea^  in  such  case— 
although  we  claim  norifht  to  visit  slavers,  bona  fide  Araeri> 
can,  and  the  right  is  to  be  exercised  by  vessels  of  the  United 
States— we  thought  it,  I  say.  a  step  in  advance  towards  the 
ultimate  suppression  of  the  slaye-trade  to  accede  to  tbe  propo* 
lation  of  the  United  Statdi.  '^   *^ 


But  fa)  acceding  to  that,  we  have  not  abandoned  our  claims 
in  the  slightest  d^ree;  nor  did  it  ever  make  any  pan  of  our  in- 
tention, during  the  conuroversy,  to  abandon  the  right  to  which 
we  lay  claim  in  tha  despatch  I  have  mantioned.  [Hear,  hear, 
hear.]  We  have  not  contented  ourselves,  sir,  with  lea^g  this 
fact  to  become  known  by  a  declaration  in  this  House;  but  since 
the  appearance  of  the  President's  message,  we  have  taken  an 
opportunity  of  intimating  to  the  United  States  the  constraotloik 
we  place  on  the  treaty.  [Cheers]  I  trust,  sir,  that  1  have 
said  enough  to  satisfy  the  House  on  this  poUit.  I  trust,  also, 
that  although  compelled  to  avow  a  material  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  two  Governments  upon  tlUs  material  question, 
I  have  stat^  this  difference  of  opinion  with  the  respect 
which  T  wish  to  maintain  towards  the  high  authorities  of  the 
United  States.   [Hear,  hear.] 

Objections  were  still  made;  and  the  Clerk  began 
to  call  the  roll  on  the  qnestion  of  suspension  of  the 
rules,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  order- 
ed— great  anxiety  being  manifested  through  the 
HoQse  in  relation  to  (he  matter. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  when  the  Clerk  had  called  a 
few  name5,  and  said,  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  adopt  the  resolution,  he  would  withdraw 
his  objection. 

The  call  was,  therefore,  suspended,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

GENERAL  APPROPRlATtON  BILLS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolre 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  general  appropriation  bills. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  GiLMxa  took 
the  chair. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  (he  committee 
take  op  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  navy 
pensions. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  carrying  into  effect  tbe  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  agreed  to;  and,  after  the  bill  had  been  read 
through,  and  no  amendment  proposed,  it  was  laid 
aside,  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee  take  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  fulfil 
Indian  treaties;  and,  as  his  motien  was  agreed  to, 
he  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  strike  oat  an  item  for 
the  payment  of  a  demand  for  articles  famished  oa 
the  order  of  Mr.  Doty,  the  commissioner  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER,  from  the  Committee 
on  Indiaa  Affairs,  by  direction  of  that  committee, 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  ont,  and  explained  the 
drcnmstances  under  which  the  articles  were  fur- 
nished. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  COOPER  of 
Pennsylvania,  REYNOLDS,  and  JOHN  C.  ED- 
WARDS, in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and 
from  Mf  ssrs.  FILLMORE  and  ISAAC  D.  JONES 
in  its  favor,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  an  amendment 
was  adopted,  appropriating  fonr  hundred  and  odd 
dollars  for  the  removal  of  250  of  the  New  York 
Indians  west  of  tbe  Mississippi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  a  further 
amendment  was  adopted,  appropriating  |15,000 
for  the  payment  and  subsistence  of  certain  Choc- 
taw Indians  while  attendinpr,  as  witnesses,  the  in- 
vestigations, by  a  committee  of  the  House,  of  claims 
arising  under  the  Choctaw  treaty.  Also,  a  modifi- 
.cation  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  include  an  appropriation 
of  $403,  paid  for  the  ransom  of  two  white  boys 
from  the  Camanches. 

Mr.  GOQQIN  offered  an  amendment,  appropri- 
ating |19,000  to  satisfy  certain  contracts  entered 
into  in  1836,  by  General  Jesup,  with  certain  Creek 
chiefs;  which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Q., 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  COOPER  offered  an  amendment,  appro^ 
priating  |67,400  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  1830;  also,  an  amend* 
meat,  appropriating  |51,000  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  Chippewa  treaty  of  October  4,  1849;  both  of 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made;  and  ihe 
bin  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  that  tbe  fortifica- 
tion bill  be  taken  np;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to» 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  that  the  appropdaUou 
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be  redaced  onc-balf;  and  be  proceeded  to  adroctte 
bis  motion  for  retreodiment. 

Mr.  R.  addresied  tbe  Hoase  fpr  some  lime  pn 
bis  motion;  but 

Tbe  CAHIR  arrested  his  remarks,  saying  that 
tbe  motion  was  not  in  order;  and,  tberefore,  tbere 
was  no  qoestion  before  tbe  committee. 

After  some  fortber  remarks  from  Mr.  REY- 
NOLDS, tbe  bill  wa&Jaid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  tbe  bill 
aatborizing  tbe  examination  and  survey  of  tbe 
barbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  was  eonsidered; 
and  no  amendment  being  offered  thereto,  it  was 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
next  took  op  the  bill  making  appropriations  fcr 
the  improvement  af  certain  harbors  and  rivers, 
and  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  roar*,  and  for 
other  purposes;  ami  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  first 
section  of  tbe  bill.  Unless  this  Government  bad 
made  up  its  mind  to  contract  a  debt  as  large  as  that 
of  Great  Britain,.  Mr.  G.  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  time  to  stop  these  enormous  appropria- 
tions for  such  objects  as  were  contained  In  tbe  bill. 
Here  they  wete  without  credit,  without  tbe  ability 
to  carry  on  the  Government,  except  by  borrowing 
and  with  little  ability  to  borrow;  and  yet  they  were 
called  on  to  go  all  round  the  United  States,  giving 
a  bonus  to  erery  section,  and  to  pass  a  bill  which 
would  involve  the  Government  in  debt  for  many 
years  to  come— and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  they 
could  not  pay  the  current  expenses  for  one  year. 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  if  gentlemen  would  re* 
fleet,  they  would  see  the  impropriety  of  such  a 
course  of  extravagance.  They  could  not  tell 
whether  the  tariff  wonld  produce  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  millions,  and  some  thought  that  it  would  not 
yield  ten  millions. 

It  wonld  seem  to  him,  therefore,  that  to  make 
such  appropriations  at  a  time  like  this,  would  b«  a 
species  of  improvidence  that  no  man  could  justify. 
As  his  object  was  to  defeat  the  bill|  be  had  made 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  of  tbe  gentle- 
man was  in  order;  but  it  would  not  reach  tbe  ob- 
ject be  bad  in  view,  inasmuch  as,  before  putting 
that  question,  (the  bill  having  but  that  one  sec- 
tion,) It  would  be  in  order  for  gentlemen  to  offer 
amendments  to  make  it  more  perfect. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  that  tbe  proper  motion 
for  the  ^ntleman  to  make  wonld  be,  that  tbe  com- 
mittee rise,  and  report  tbe  bill,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  accordingly  withdrew  bis  mo- 
tion, and  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  and  report 
the  bill  to  tbe  House,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order;  but 

The  CHAIR  overruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  addressed  the  committee 
at  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  concluded  by  moving  that  tbe 
committee  rise. 

Tbe  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills 
to  tbe  House  on  which  the  committee  had  acted, 
and  tbe  progress  on  tbe  harbors  and  rivers  bill. 

The  navy  pension  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  fulfil  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes  was  next  taken  up;  and,  after 
some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, J.  C.  EDWARDS,  and  others  took  part,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

The  fortification  appropriation  bill,  the  bill  au- 
thorizing tbe  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  tbe  other  bills  acted 
upon  in  committee,  were  disposed  of  in  like 
manner. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  tbe  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  army  bill  were  insisted 
upon,  and  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  to 
meet  a  like  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Several  bills  from  tbe  Senate  were  read  twice, 
and  committed.    They  were: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  HotchinaoB* 
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A  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson. 

A  bill  granting  a  peasion  to  Wm.  McPberson. 

A  variety  of  executive  communications  were 
then  presented  to  the  House;  amongst  which  was.  a 
reply  to  resolutions  of  this  House  in  relation  to  tbe 
capture  of  Monterey  by  Captain  Jones,  who  has 
been  recalled  for  that  act.  Also,  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place  between  the 
consul  of  the  United  Stales  at  Tangier  and  tbe 
Government  of  Morocco. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  9,500  copies  of 
tbe  individual  report  of  Mr.  Avoaieo,  a  member  of 
tbe  committee  on  the  coast  survey,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  reported  a  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  the  title  of  which  was  not 
heard. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CAMPBELL  appealed  to  tbe  House 
to  take  up  bill  So,  649 — being  bis  bill  to  suspend 
tbe  districting  section  of  the  apportionment  bill; 
but,  on  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

The  Honse  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

.*        TnuRSDAT,  February  23, 1843. 

Tbe  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  further  returns  in  relation  to  ^  the 
operations  of  the  bankrupt  law,  in  compli- 
ance with  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843;  which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, laid  on  tbe  table. 

Also,  presented  a  communication  from  tbe  State 
Department,  transmitting  statements  showing  tbe 
number  and  description  of  passengers  who  have 
arrived  from  foreign  countries  in  each  collection 
district  of  tbe  United  States  in  each  quarter,  during 
the  year,  according  to  tbe  returns  made  to  that 
department  by  tbe  collectors;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorials  from 
tbe  Philadelphia  Anti-Slavery  Society;-- one  asking 
for  such  amendment  of  tb?  Constitution  and  laws 
of  tbe  United  States  as  will  pnt  an  end  to  slavery 
in  tbe  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  other  against 
tbe  admission  of  Texas  and  Florida,  as  States,  into 
the  Union. 

The  question  of  the  reception  of  these  memorials 
was  on  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  lai^  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  refened  tbe  joint  ree- 
ointionsof  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  be  received  in 
payment  (equal  to  the  amount  of  tbe  2  per  cent, 
fund  belonging  to  that  State,  not  yet  paid  over  to 
her)  for  the  public  lands  sold  in  that  State,  reported 
a  bill  relating  to  the  mode  of  payment  of  tbe 
two  per  cent,  relinquished  to  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  SMITH  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill  ma- 
king donations  of  land  in  several  States  for  the 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind,  and 
for  the  relief  of  insane  persons. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  en  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Spence; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Weller,  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin. 

Mr.  G.  al5o,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  rejected,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Lieut.  T.  W.  Smith. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  tbe 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  tb^  city  of  Pittsburg,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  or  near  that  place;  on  tbe  ground  that  the  com- 
mittee was  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rial. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  || 


postponed,  the  hill  horn  the  Honae,  entitled  As  ui 
for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Ktf  Wes^ 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
^  Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  coawaittec^ 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendatioa 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Norris. 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  eomaittee, 
with  an  amendment.  House  bill  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  rf  a  marine  hospital  at  or  near  Oeraeoke, 
North  Carolina. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 
vious orders  were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill 
was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  H.  explained  tbe  nature  of  tbe  amendment. 
It  was  then  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to 
tbe  Senate;  and,  according  to  order,  was  read  tbe 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  report- 
ed a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  continuing  im- 
provemeats  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames, 
in  tbe  State  of  Connecticut^  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  recommitted  the  House  bill  entitled 
An  act  to  reduce  the  nnmber  and  compensa- 
tion of  the  ofilcers  and  other  persons  employed  ia 
the  port  of  New  York,  reported  (he  same  back, 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  the  whole  bill,and 
substituting  another  for  it,  providing  that  the  whole 
amount  of  compensation,  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  at  that  place,  shall  be  redact  so  as  not  to 
ezceedj|388,500. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred,  some  time  since,  so  much  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  the 
memorials  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
Boards  of  Trade  of  tbe  several  States  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  the  warebou^g  system,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  asserting  that 
it  is  in^pedient,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
to  establish  the  wareboosiog  system;  and  recom- 
mending that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  H.  said  the  report  and  resolution  were  die 
act  of  a  majority  of  the  committee;  and  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  who  were  friendly  to 
the  system,  and  who  differed  from  them  as  to  the 
expedieacy  of  its  adoption,  would  present  their 
views  in  a  separate  report.  He  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  the  main  object  af  tbe  committee  was 
to  examine,  somewhat  at  large,  what  was  called  the 
incidental  liberal  wareboasing  system,  to  which 
the  committee  does  not  agree.  They  believed  that 
it  was  inexpedient,  at  this  session,  to  legislate  opoa 
the  subject.  He  would  not,  then,  say  that,  at 
some  other  time,  a  system  might  not  be  proper.  A 
majority  of  the  committee,  in  considering  it  in  a 
financial  point  of  view,  concurred  in  the  opiaioB 
that  such  a  system  would  uke  from  the  rereaue, 
during  the  calendar  year,  from  three  to  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  The  estimate  of  the  net 
revenue  fVom  tbe  port  of  New  York  alone,  was 
about  eight  millions.  The  effect  of  the  qrstem« 
then,  would  be  to  reduce  it  to  five  or  six  anions. 
The  committee,  therefore,  in  tbe  present  condition 
of  the  finances,  could  not  recommend  the  system 
prayed  for  in  tbe  memorials. 

Mr.  KING  said,  being  on  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  to  which  the  subject  of  the  wardioBsiag 
system  had  been  referred  for  examination,  and,  en- 
tertaining views  different  from  those  of  a  majority 
of  the  committee,  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
WaiOHT]  and  himself  believing  that  a  properly  reg- 
ulated wareKbufiing  system  would  be  greatly  advan- 
tageous to  the  commeicial  and  shipping  interests  of 
the  country,  had  prepared  their  views  in  the  fona 
of  a  minority  report,  to  go  out  to  tbe  country  with 
the  report  of  the  majority.  They  conceived  it  due 
to  the  country  and  to  themselves  that  they  should 
take  this  course,  as  it  was  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance. It  was  proper  that  they  should  do  so, 
that  tbe  attention  of  those  who  were  particularly 
interested  should  be  direeted  to  it«  In  regard  to  the 
financial  point  involved  in  this  system,  be  would 
only  say,  that  when  this  subject  was  proposed  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  ComaMree,  he  had 
oppoetd  tbe  notioD|  believing  thai  U  invatved  % 
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Tery  important  fiDaneUl  question;  tmt  the  Senate 
took  a  different  vitw  of  it,  and  referred  it  to  the 
Cioniiiiittee  oa  Commerce,  as  a  commercial  qaes- 
tiott.  The  members  of  the  committee  took  it  op 
only  in  m  commercial  point  of  view,  and  had  pre- 
sented their  views  for  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  report  of  thcminohty  wonld  be  received,  and 
orddnra  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  remarked  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  had  stated  the  general  impor- 
ttnce  of  the  subject  of  the  warehoasiog  system; 
and  it  was  not  necessary  for  him,  therefore,  to 
dvdl  opon  it.  It  was  a  subject  which  had  come 
op  there  from  the  boards  of  trade,  and  those  interest- 
ed in  it  particularly,  and  was  new.  It  was  im- 
portant, therefore,  that  the  auention  of  the  pabUc 
generally  should  be  called  to  it.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  to  the  mercantile  and  navigating 
interests  had  been  examined  in  both  the  reports, 
and  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  country. 
He  hoped,  theiefore,  both  reports  would  be  printed. 
When  he  (Mr.  H.)  hsdspoken  of  the  financial  ef- 
fect of  such  a  system,  be  spoke  of  it  as  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  postponement,  and  not  the  only  one 
which  they  had.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
reports  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed;  and  at 
any  time  thereafter  they  could  be  taken  up,  if  de- 
sired, by  any  Senator. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  differed  en- 
tirely fh>m  the  views  expressed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  He  thoaght  that 
the  pfMenf,  rather  than  any  future  time,  was  the 
most  imperative  for  efficient  action  concerning  a 
liborai  warehousing  cjistem.  He  referred  to  one 
connected  with  re-exportation  by  land,  a»  well  as 
by  sea,  to  foreign  countries.  The  report  which  had 
berdofore  been  made  against  the  latter,  he  did  not 
then  discuss;  because  the  matter  might  be  exam- 
ined and  provided  for  when  the  subject  of  ware- 
housing and  exporting  merchandise  generally 
came  under  consideration.  Now  was  the  most  de- 
sirable moment  to  legislate,  for  two  reasons:  1st. 
The  commercial  interests  l}eing  much  depressed, 
would,  by  this  system,  obtain  relief  from  paying 
eadi  duties,  and  laying  long  out  of  their  money,  on 
goods  not  consumed  in  the  country.  Until  the 
warehousing  system  is  established,  the  merchants 
are  now  unnecessarily  subjected  to  this  iaeonve- 
aitnoe  and  loss;  and  thus  we  tax  commerce  and 
aa? igation,  rather  than  consumption,  until  the  laws 
aredianged. 

In  the  next  place,  by  introducing  this  system,  im- 
ports will  at  once  increase,  and  additional  employ- 
ment, so  very  desirable,  be  at  once  given  to  our 
depressed  navigation.  Wculd  we  neglect  longer, 
or  refuse  to  permit  this  encouragement  to  so  im- 
portant an  interest,  and  an  encouragement  needed 
10  urgeattyl 

It  bad  been  intimated  by  the  chairman,  that  the 
finances  might  suffer  much  by  such  a  course  tbe 
present  year.  Mr.  W.  could  not  concur  in  this 
opinion. 

Whatever  had  been  said  on  this  subject  by  the 
collector  of  New  York,  or  the  present  head  of  the 
Treasury  Departaaent,  it  was  manifest  that  few 
goods,  now  in  the  country,  would  go  into  ware- 
houses. Our  merchants,  under  existing  laws,  are 
shitwd  enough  not  to  import  many  more  goods 
than  are  wanted  for  early  consumption.  They  are 
inwilling  to  lie  out  of  the  cost,  duties,  and  interest, 
aayeoasiderable  time. 

The  additional  imports,  under  such  a  system, 
would  not  be  brought  into  the  country  without  it, 
till  needed  for  immediate  use.  How,  then,  would 
tbe  revenue  suffer? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  a  liberal  warehousing 
system  might  be  guarded  well  against  frauds; 
would  relieve  the  commercial  and  navigating  in- 
terests in  both  the  pariicnlars  before  named,  and 
make  our  seaports  depots  for  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  and  encourage  the  sale  bere 
for  these  regions  of  many  more  even  of  our  manu- 
factures to  make  up  assorted  cargoes  desirable 
there.  Extended,  likewise,  to  liberal  re-exports  by 
land;  our  whole  interior  commerce,  our  canals, 
railroads,  lake,  and  river  navigation  would  all  be 
greatly  advanced. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  that,  as  to  the  re- 
mrk  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  that 
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it  would  net  affect  the  revenue,  he  would  only  say 
that  he  still  entertained  the  opinion  he  before  ex- 
pressed, (which  was  the  opinion  of  seven-eighths 
of  all  the  officers  of  ihe  customs  who  had  been  ad- 
dressed upon  the  subject,)  that  it  would  seriously 
affect  the  revenue.  The  reason  of  its  so  doing 
was,  because  there  was  now  a  year^  supply  of 
goods  in  the  country  more  than  tbe  people  wanted. 
As  to  its  effect  on  the  navigating  interest,  all  he 
wished  to  say,  was,  that  there  were  two  sides  to 
that  question.  It  did  not  follow,  that,  if  Congress 
adopted  the  warehousing  system,  it  would  give 
more  employment  to  the  navigating  interest,  so 
long  as  there  was  not  proper  reciprocity  in  trade. 
If  it  would  have  any  effect  at  all  to  give  more  em- 
ployment to  the  shipping  interests,  it  woold  give 
employment  to  foreign  shipping,  under  our  present 
commercial  regulations.  With  regard  to  allowing 
a  drawback  on  goods  re-exported,  as  well  by  tea 
as  by  land,  he  said  that  that  subject  had  already 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  his  only  object  was 
to  request  the  gentlemen  oii  the  committee  friendly 
to  the  warebousiog  system,  to  call  up  this  report; 
and,  by  some  amendment,  or  some  new  measure, 
obtain,  if  possible,  an  early  and  favorable  decision, 
before  Congress  adjourns.  It  was  the  delay  that 
he  deprecated.  He  did  not  feel  jnstified  in  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  subj^^t  farther  at  the  present 
moment.  But  he  must  add,  that  the  idea  from  the 
chairman,  that  a  year*s  extra  supply  of  goods  had 
been  brought  into  the  country,  was  very  strange— 
passing  strange— when  the  whole  imports  of  all 
kinds  fbr  the  Ust  two  qoariers  were  less  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars;  hardly  half  the  ordinary  amount 
during  the  ten  years  past. 

The  reports  were  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which.was  adopted: 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Pnfident  Im requested  locaiue  to  he  laid 
before  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  eeaion  of 
Cooettmif  a  complete  cataloffue  of  aJI  books,  (records  andpab* 
lie  aocuments  excepted^)  atlases,  mapa^  and  files  of  pnblic 
journals  and  newspapers  iMlongini;  to  tbe  €k>vemment,  in  tbe 
State,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  and  Post  Office  Departments,  or 
in  the  bureaus  or  offices  ofsuch  departments,  and  In  the  office 
ol  the  Attorney  General;  the  whole  to  be  properljr  arranged  and 
designated  under  their  appropriate  heads,  dj  titles,  subjects, 
dates,  and  languages,  after  the  manner  of  the  catalogue  of  the 
library  of  Congress;  and  tjie  catalogues  from  each  of  the  de* 
partmenis  to  be  made  out  sepaxatelj,  and  each  giving  the  par- 
ticular bureau  or  office  in  which  such  books,  atlases,  maps, 
and  files  are  kept« 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from'  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadictary,  to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill 
amendatorf  of  the  act  establishing  the  branfeh  mint 
at  Dablonega,  Georgia,  and  defining  the  duties  of 
the  assayer  and  coiner,  reported  the  same  back, 
with  an  amendment,  applying  the  proTisions  of  the 
bill  to  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  previoits  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was  talsen 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  some 
explanation  by  Mr.  B.,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  made  an  ineffectaal  ef- 
fort  to  have  taken  up,  and  considered,  the  bill  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Camden,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  holding  a  court  at  Williamsport,  in 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit* 
tee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, at  a  subsequent  part  of  this  day's  proceed- 
ings, reported  tbe  above  bill  back;  without  amend- 
ment; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  tbe  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for  tbe  purpose, 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed. 

RIGHT  OFSEARCH-^THE  CONSTRUCTION 
OP  THE  ASHBURTON  TREATY. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Senator  fh)m 
Missouri  gave  notice  last  evening  of  an  inquiry 
which  ha  desired  to  make  uhUj,  founded  npon  J 


the  recent  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,^  in  reference 
to  the  construction  put  upon  the  late  treaty.  Dei« 
patches  had  since  been  reeeived^rom  our  minister 
in  London,  a  portion  of  which  related  to  this 
topic  He  read  that  portion  of  the  despatch, 
that  the  Senator  irom  Missouri  might  be  the 
better  epabled  to  frame  bis  inquiry. 
Mr.  A.  read  as  follows: 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr,  Everett  to  Mr,  WebttCTf 
dated  London^  Psbruary  3, 1843. 

"Parliament  was  opened  bv  commission  yesterday.  The 
Queen's  speech,  and  the  yery  interesting  delMies  upon  the  ad' 
dresses  In  the  two  Houses,  will  be  found  in  the  papers  of  to-day, 
which  accompany  this  despatch.  I  attended  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  You  can  judge  ef  the  surprtoe  with 
which  I  listened  to  the  remarks  of  Sir  Rolwrt  Peel  on  the  al- 
leged  fact  that  Lord  Aberdeen's  letter  tn  me  of  the  aOtb  of  De- 
cember, 1841,  remain^  to  this  day  *'unaclcnowledged  and  unan* 
swered."  It  was  acknowledged  by  me  in  a  note  dated  two 
days  afterwards,  (23d  December,  1841,)  which.  howsTer  unim- 
portant, was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Fox  by  Lora  Aberdeen,  ajod 
afterwards  communicated  to  Parliament,  and  printed. 

"In  this  note  of  acknowledgment,  I  informeid  Lord  Abeitleea 
that  I  should  arail  myself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  malting 
some  renuirks  on  the  very  important  topics  treated  in  this  letter. 
I  pursued  this  course  of  an  inunediate  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  note,  with  notice  of  a  purpose  of 
replying.  In  due  season,  to  its  contents ;  because,  being  just 
arrifed  at  my  post,  I  had  not  received  th^  instructions  which 
you  had  informed  me  I  might  soon  expect  on  this  topic,  and 
which,  as  Lordf  Al>erdeen's  note  cuodlfied  the  ground  -ajM  dis- 
claimed the  language  of  his  predecessor,  it  was  my  duty  to 
await.  Such  instructions  I  should  no.  dout»t,  in  due  time,  haye 
received;  but,  on  the  27ih  of  Deceml>er,  Lord  AlMrdeen  inftnrm- 
ed  me  that  the  special  mission  had  l>een  determined  on;  that 
Lord  Ashburton  would  go  td  America,  with  full  power  to  uttla 
every  point  in  discussiM),  Indndlpg  wliat  was  called  tlie  nght 
of  search,  which  he  deemed  the  most  difficult;  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  hardly  worth  while  for  us  to  coq* 
tinue  tlte  correspondence  on  matters  in  dispute  between  the 
two  countries;  and  though  he  was  willing  to  consider  and  re- 
ply to  any  statement  I  might  think  proper  to  make  on  any 
subject  pending  the  negotiation  that  might  take  place  at  Warn* 
ington,  he  supposed  no  benefit  would  remit  from  astmultaneoua 
diftcussionhere. 

**Such  were  Lord  Aberdeen's  obseryations,  aa  reportedby  mo 
in  my  despatch  of  December  31. 

'*The  negotiation  took  place;  and  a  modeof  dealing  with  and 
settling  tbe  question  was  happily  a^eed  tipon,  which  BMide  it 
unnecessary  to  resume  the  duKussiou,  so  long  oontinued,  upoo 
the  subject.  In  fact,  from  the  moment  the  special  mission  was 
announced,  1  considered  the  discussion  as  at  an  end;  and  ib  little 
likely  to  be  resumed,  in  reference  to  search  and  yisitation,  as 
the  boundary  or  tbe  "Caroline." 

He  merely  desired  to  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  that  he  was  now  prepared  to  go  into 
any  explanation  whieh  the  Senator  might  desire,  of 
tbe  views  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  ibis 
matter.  The  honorable  Senator,  however,  would 
understand,  that  he  was  not  pressing  him  for  the 
motion;  the  Senator  would,  of  course,  choose  his 
own  time  for  making  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  quite  prepared  with 
his  inquiry.    It  was  already  "cut  and  dried.*' 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  know  that  is  the  habit  of 
tbe  honorable  Senator. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  half  calendar  year  of  1843,  and  the 
fiscal  year  of  1844,  having  been  engrossed,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed;  and  the  question 
now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  title  to  the  bill, 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  oat  so  much  of  the 
appropriations  as  related  to  the  African  squadron. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  bill  was  now 
passed,  and  the  qoestion  was  merely  on  the  title; 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  tbe  bill  before  the  mo* 
tion  to  recommit  could  be  considered. 

The  motion  was  then  made  to  reconsider,  and 
carried  in  tbe  affirautive;  when 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  point  of  in- 
quiry  was,  whether  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  United 
States  had  received  any  intimation  of  a  different 
construction  having  been  put  upon  ihe  treaty  by 
Gkeat  Britain  in  relation  to  tbe  right  of  visit,  from 
that  given  to  it  by  this  Government?  As  to  wheth- 
er the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  had  been  replied 
to  or  not,  although  it  might  be  a  point  of  some 
moment  between  the  parties  concerned,  it  was  not, 
however,  the  point  to  which  he  dirtied  his  inquiry. 
There  did  not  appear  to  be,  in  tbe  despatch  of  the 
American  minister  from  London,  (from  which  Mr. 
B.  here  read  an  extract,}  a  single  word  upon  the 
subject  of  the  construction  given  to  the  treaty  by 
the  British  Government  in  refereiu^  to  the  right  of 
visitation  and  searoh.  This  was  the  point  of  in- 
quiry which  he  desired  to  make. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  bad  signited  his  iBtentioa  to  maku  an  in^ 
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qairy,  witboat  anticipatiiig  tbe  nature  of  that  m- 
qairjr,  and,  inasmuch  as  a  despatch  bad  been  sinee 
received,  he  (Mif  A  )  deemed  it  bat  fair  and  prop^ 
er  that  the  attention  of  the  Senator  should  be  called 
to  that  despatch,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
shape  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  perhaps  the  gentleman 
would  go  a  step  farther,  and  tell  him  at  what  time 
the  Qevemraent  of  the  United  Siat^  would  favor 
them  with  an  answer  to  the  ioqatry.  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  do  this,  he  would  confer  an  addition- 
al obligation. 

Mr.  ARCHER  requested  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor distinctly  to  repeat  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  h<f  would  read  from  an  Eng- 
lish newspaper  published  at  Liverpool,  an  extract, 
purport! Dg  to  be  a  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in 
which  it  was  declared  that  there  was  no  relinquish- 
ment, in  his  opmion,  of  the  right  of  visitation  of 
American  ships  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  that  the 
hite  treaty  conceded  nothing  upon  this  point;  and 
that  Qreat  Britain  wotUd  adhere  lo  the  principle 
which  she  had  assumed  in  reference  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  recollect  that  it  had  not  be^n  as- 
sumed by  the  Executive  of  tbe  United  Stntes,  in 
the  message  communicating  the  treaty  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  Great  Brii- 
iait  had  renounced  her  right  of  visitation.  At  to 
the  right  of  search,  that  had  been  renounced, 
according  to  the  distinct  declaration  of  Lord  Ab- 
erdeen. 

[Mr.  A.  read  flrom  the  President's  message.] 

He  asked  the  particular  attention  of  the  Senator 
to  the  passage.  And  he  asked  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator bow  he  could  affect  to  suppose  that  it  was 
eter  contemt>lated,  on  the  part  of  tbe  executive 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  there  had 
been  any  renouncement  of  the  r^ght  of  visitation 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government)  How  was 
that  gentleman,  with  the  message  of  tbe  President 
before  him,  authorized  to  suppose  that  there  bad 
ever  been  any  such  expression  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  or  of  renunciation  on  the  part  of  the 
British?  Not  only  was  this  never  contemplated,  or 
asserted  upon  the  formation  of  the  treaty,  but  it 
was  ezpiessly  stated,  in  more  than  one  part  of  the 
message,  that  the  keeping  of  a  squadron  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa  was,  of  iuelf,  to  put  an  end  to  tbe 
occasion  fof  the  right  of  visitation.  It  was  not  possi- 
ble te  obtain  from  either  party  a  direct  and  ex* 
plioit  renunciation  of  this  right;  and  it  was  not 
considered  advisable,  in  such  case,  that  tbe  GK)v- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  (which,  as  well  as  the 
British  negotiator,  had  earnestly  at  heart  to  adjust, 
as  far  as  practicable,  all  the  points  in  dispute,)  be- 
cause they  could  not  come  to  an  arrangement 
whidi  would  be  absolutely  satisfactory  upon  ibis 
point,  should,  as  the  Senator  sf  emed  to  imply  by 
bis  remarks,  jiot  attempt  to  do  anything.  A  re- 
nunciation of  th^ight  of  visit  not  having  been  ob- 
tained, it  was  thought  advisable  to  obtain  what 
was  considered  the  next  best  thing.  And,  accord- 
ingly, an  arrangement  was  made  which  tended  to 
remove  the  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  that  right. 
We  had  as  many  as  80  guns  disper5ed  in  small 
vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  he  put  it  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  say  whether  there 
was  a  probability  that  there  would  be  any  occasion 
for  the  exercise  of  that  right.  Alihongh  Great 
Britain  might  be  unwilling  to  abandon  the  right; 
although  we  could  not  extinguish  tbe  claim  of 
Great  Britain  to  tbe  right  of  visitation,  the  exer- 
cise of  which  was  so  obnoxious  to  us — it  was  highly 
improbable  that  any  occa^on  would  arise  between 
the  two  Governments  for  the  .exercise  of  tbe  right 
of  visit,  or  for  any  collision  upon  that  subject. 

It  was,  he  thought,  a  question  for  the  coasidera^ 
tion,  not  o(  ibis'Government  only,  but  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  how  far  we  should  draw  the 
line  of  distinction  between  the  right  of  visitation,  and 
the  right  of  search,  which  the  British  Government 
had  disclaimed;  how  far  the  line  of  distinction 
ahoald  be  drawn,  under  tbe  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  He  supposed  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
soiui  would  agree  with  him  that,  whilst  we  claimed 
exemption  for  all  vessels  sailing  under  our  flag,  it 
was  AQt  onreaaoaable  on  the  part  of  tlie 


Government  to  require  that  we  should  give  some 
sort  of  security  against  the  abuse  of  that  flag.  We 
had  not,  as  many  gentlemen  supposed,  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  this 
matter;  but  we  had  gone  pari  poiw  with  her.  It 
was  to  the  signal  honor  of  thisGk)vernment  that  it 
had  been  the  first  to  put  the  brand  of  piracy  upon 
the  slave-trade,  and  had  been  the  means  of  causing 
the  Government  of  that  country  to  put  tbe  brand 
of  piracy  upon  it.  Suppose  one  of  our  own  ves- 
sels, deputed  to  carry  cut  our  own  policy,  had  seen 
at  a  port  in  Cuba,  or  elsewhere,  a  vessel  destined 
for  the  slave  traflSo— suppose  our  cruiser  meets  this 
vessel  at  sea,  and  she  runs  up  the  flag  of  some 
other  nation:  would  the  honorable  Senator  contend 
that  we  had  no  right  to  make  some  inquiry  as  lo 
the  real  state  of  the  ciBise?  Was  it  not  reasonable, 
therefore,  that  we  should  afford  some  means  of  as- 
certaining whether  a  vessel,  purporting  to  be  Amer- 
ican, was  so  in  reality?  It  was  true  that  the  Amer- 
ican flag  ought  to  protect  every  spot  over  which  it 
was  raised;  but  be  would  tell  tbe  honorable  Sena- 
tor it  should  be  really  tbe  American  flag,  and  not  a 
counterfeit. 

He  could  inform  tbe  Senator  that  complaints 
had  been  brought  to  the  State  Department  of  the 
interference  of  our  cruisers  with  vessels  suspected 
of  being  engaf  ed  in  tbe  slave  trade,  the  papers  of 
which  vessels  actually  showed  that  they  had  been  so 
engaged;  and,  if  be  was  rightly  informed.,  more 
than  one  invettigation  was  now  on  foot  in  refer- 
ence to  such  vessels. 

He  made  these  observations  merely  to  show 
that,  whilst  it  is  true  that  ne  renunciation  had  been 
made  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  visitation,  yet  inasmuch  as  ihe 
COD flctiDg  claims  of  the  two  Governments  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  from  necessity  to  render  them 
extremely  diflicuU  of  adjaslment,  it  was  a  high 
merit  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the*United 
States,  that,  finding  itself  unabie  to  come  to  any 
satisfactory  adjustment  with  the  British  negotiator, 
they  had  done  the  next  best  thing  to  put  an  end  to 
all  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  British  for  resort^ 
ing  again  to  the  exercise  of  that  right.  He  thought 
that,  in  doing  this,  the  Government  had  acted  wise- 
ly, and  that  it  deserved  the  commendation  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  the  extract  read 
from  his  place  by  the  chairmain  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  AacHER,]  only  referred  to  a 
subordinate  point  of  Sir  Robert  PeePs  letter^tbat 
of  the  neglect  to  answer  Lord  Asbbnrton's  despatch 
of  December,  1841.  The  extract  read,  only  referred 
to  that  point;  while  his  inquiry  was  wholly  di- 
rected to  the  question  of  difference  or  no  difference 
on  the  essential  point  of  the  meaning  of  the  treaty. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  declares  that  difference,  and  pro- 
fesses himself  doubly  pained  to  say  that  the  Presi- 
dent'^ message  is  not  correct.  He  fays  the  right 
of  visitation  is  not  given  up — that  England  will 
not  concede  it:  the  President,  in  his  message  of  la^t 
December,  informs  the  two  Houses  that  search, 
visit,  and  visitation,  are  all  obviated  by  the  treaty; 
and  congratulates  tbe  country  upon  it.  This  is  the 
point  of  differepce  between  the  two  Governments; 
and  it  is  vital !  It  is  a  question  of  treaty  or  no 
trea^5 !  For,  if  ihe  parties  misunderstand  it  on  this 
great  point,  there  is  an  end  of  concord,  and  dissen- 
sion must  immediately  rise. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  read  from  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  August  last.  Sir  Robert  Peel 
was  remarking  upon  the  message  of  December 
last;  and  that  message  rhows  the  difference  which 
the  British  minister  announces.  The  President, 
in  (hat  message,  states  tbe  mischief,  to  wit:  that 
our  vessels  had  been  subjected  to  visitation  (as 
the  British  called  it)  in  the  African  seas;  that  this 
vi.";iiation  was  only  search  in  different  words,  and 
in  a  new  form;  and  then  refers  to  the  treaty  as  put- 
ting an  end  to  all  pretence  for  this  practice,  call  it 
what  yon  may,  in  time  to  come.  The  evil  of  this 
visitation  is,  then,  according  to  the  President,  now 
terminated.  According  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  it  (s 
not  terminated.  And  here  is  the  difference — and 
a  serious  one. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  go  into  the  question  of  right 
or  wrong,  or  extend  the  basis  of  the  discussion,  by 
1  opening  questions  of  maritime  righta.    He  would  j 


confine  himself  to  the  question  he  had  made— that 
of  a  difference  in  the  meaning  of  the  iremty.  If 
there  is  it  difference,  H  is  necessary  to  undef^tand 
it,  and  to  settle  it.  It  must  be  settled;  and  dn 
sooner  the  better.  Tbe  declaration  of  tbe  Briiiih 
minister  declares  a  difference;  and  that  ia  a  pofait 
on  which  each  Government  judges  for  itself.  Tbey 
have  no  common  superior  to  judge  between  tbem. 
The  declaration  of  a  difference  makes  a  differenee; 
and  it  is  immaterial,  so  far  as  consequences  aie 
concerned,  which  is  right,  or  whidi  is  wrong*  la 
all  national,  as  in  all  individual  disputes,  ona  par^ 
must  be  in  the  wrong;  but  that  does  not  prevent  a 
fight  or  a  war.  The  party  in  the  wrong  may  figlU; 
and  from  the  formal  manner  in  which  the  Britisfa 
minister  has  stated  this  difference,  it  is  very  dear 
that  he  intends  that  our  vessels  shall  be  aennfaed 
in  the  African  seas  hereafter,  just  aa  heretofore. 
What  then!  Shall  our  Government  go  onbtind- 
fold  with  the  treaty,  until  the  case  ocears— vntil 
an  American  vessel  is  searched  by  a  BritM 
^sruiser,  and  then  negotiate,  or  fightl  ShmH  tbe 
Government  do  tbis^and  it  is  the  fate  of  wenknesi 
to  wait  for  events,  instead  of  guiding  them<^-Qr 
shall  it  stop,  and  clear  up  the  dfflereneeat  onoel  He 
(Mr.  B  )  was  in  favor  of  stopping  all  action  under 
this  clause  of  the  treaty,  until  the'  two  Gtovem- 
ments  agreed  as  to  its  meaning* 

Mr.  B.  said  here  was  an  exemplification  of  tbe 
mischiefs  of  negotiating  treaties  without  protoools. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  correspgndenee  between 
Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ashburton  as  to  the  origin, 
progress,  or  formation  of  the  articles  for  the  sqaadr 
ron.  *  The  British  minister^  name  does  not  apficar 
in  connexion  with  the  subject,  until  it  appears  in  tbe 
treaty;  and  no  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty,  from  a  reference  to  theix  prc^ 
ositions  pending  the  negotiations.  All  is  blank 
there;  and  the  two  Governments  are  left  to  mata- 
tain  their  respective  constructions  in  the  best  way 
ihey  can. 

Mr.  B.  said  we  now  had  a  practical  commentary 
upen  tbe  improvidence  of  entangling  oarselves 
with  foreign  alliances.  Washington  warned  as 
against  it:  for  fifty  years  we  have  kept  clear  of 
such  alliances:  in  August  last,  we  tntared  into  oae 
of  these  alliances;  and  now,  in  Febmary,  we  have 
a  difference  as  to  the  meaning  of  aa  article  in 
this  alliance — a  difference  wfaidi  cannot  go  tea 
praetieal  result,  without  involving  the  honor  or  the 
peace  of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  nobody  to  celebrate  the 
gigantic  intellect  of  General  Jackson;  yet,  in  tbe 
answer  which  he  directed  Mr.  Forsyth  to  ^rive  to 
Sir  Charles  Yaughan,  in  October,  1834,  in  relatioB 
to  this  very  point  of  a  convention  with  England 
for  the  suppression  of  the  stave-trade,  there  was 
wisdom,  which,  compared  to  the  wisdom  which  of- 
fered this  convention,  was  as  the  pyramid  of  Cbeope 
is  to  a  gtain  of  mustard.  President  Jackson,  st 
that  lime,  positively  refused  to  enter  into  any  con- 
vention on  the  subject.  He  directed  him  to  say  to 
Sir  Charles  Yaughan,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  *'dffinUely  fimmd  noi  to  hecmi 
a  parti  to  any  oonvcnlion  on  the  ivJbjecl  of  iJbe  aUni' 
frode."  This  was  the  answer  of  Gtneral'  Jacksoa. 
It  is  the  American  answer;  and  it  put  an  end  to  these 
propositions  for  a  convention  until  the  present  Ad- 
ministration came  into  power. 

Mr  B.  said  he  did  not  go  into  the  question  of 
identity  between  search  and  visitation.  The  Pre^ 
dent  treated  them  as  identical;  Sir  R.  Peel  as  dif- 
ferent. He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  entertain  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  clear  there  was  a  difference  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty;  and  whether  the  ship  ww 
to  be  stopped  on  the  high  seas  for  the  purpose  of 
being  searched,  as  for  the  purpose  of  being  visited, 
a  preliminary  objecion  arose,  and  that  was,  the  ar- 
rest of  the  ship  it«eH !  The  arrest  of  the  ship  oa 
the  high  seas,  like  the  arrest  of  an  individual  ob 
the  high  road,  was  itself  an  act  ineompaUUt 
with  freedom;  and  in  tbe  case  of  English  naral 
officers,  (to  use  tbe  language  of  the  London  Times,) 
if  there  was  any  doubt  in  the  case,  they  took  the 
trick.  This  was  the  language  of  the  Times,  ia 
February  last,  in  relation  to  impressment;  and  it 
will  apply  in  all  cases  where  they  have  a  right  to 
arrest  an  American  vessel:  they  will  take  the  trick, 
if  they  have  doubts;  and  -donbtB  can  easily  b« 
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raised,  where  be  that  raises  ihem  is  ihe  authority 
to  eolye  them,  and  has  an  interest  in  solving  them 
all  in  their  own  favor.  Stopping  a  vessel  on  the 
high  semsy  Mr.  B.  anderstood  to  be  firing  ahead  of 
her,  and  over  her,  and  then  through  her,  if  she 
d6es  not  stop^  This  was  a  rode  process,  even  if 
for  an  innocent  purpose;  and  he  was  against  .sub- 
jecting American  vessels  to  be  so  stopj^  by  Brit- 
ish cmisers. 

Mr.  B.  conelnded  his  remarks  by  reading  the 
passages  from  Sir  R.  Peel^  speech  and  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  which  showed  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  Gh>vemment8  in  relation  to  the 
meaning  of  the  treaty;  and  which  must  lead  to  col- 
lision between  the  two  countries,  if  not  prevented 
by  an  immediate  nnderstandin^. 

Bir.  ARCHER  remarked  that  he  had  cause  to 
eongratnlaie  himself  and  the  Senate  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  reply  to  aU  the  discursive  ob- 
servations of  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  for  the 
time  of  the  Senate  would  not  be  ranch  delayed  by 
the  few  words  he  should  find  suflSoient  to  prove 
that  there  was  no  such  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween Sir  Robert  Peel  ahd  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  as  the  Senator  supposes;  and  ii  tbi« 
should  he  demonstrable,  the  St*natoi*s  arguments 
must  of  course  fall  to  the  around.  The  extracts  be 
should  now  read  from  the  President^  messages,  and 
frtm  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  would  justify 
him  in  asserting  that  there  was  no  contrariety  of 
opinion  between  them  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty. 
Sir  Roben  P^l  asserted  nothing  new  on  the  part 
of  the  Britisb  Qovemment;  and  what  he  did  assert 
had  been  fully  admitted  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Siates.  He  (Bdr.  A.)  had  told  the  Senator  that 
it  was  becaese  no  answer  could  be  obtained  from  the 
British  Government  daring  the  progress  of  the  nego- 
tiations npon  that  particular  point,  and  because  the 
British  negotiator  was  not  insuacted  to  yield  all  we 
d«ired;  that  this  Government  thought  it  ezpe* 
dieat  to  do  what  was  considered  the  best  thing — 
and  that  was  to  render  it  improbable  that  those 
eellisions  which  had  grown  ont  of  the  ezeroise  of 
the  right  of  visitation  should  again  occur. 

It  was  not  because  the  two  Governments  differed; 
it  was  because  they  agreed  that  it  was  considered 
expedient,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  to  take 
the  conrae  it  did.  The  views  of  this  Qoverament 
and  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  not  only 
agreed  in  themselves,  but  they  agreed  also  with 
the  tisws  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  himself,  if 
he  wottld  sincerely  aeknowie<^e  them;  but  he 
greatly  feared  that  the  honorable  Senator  would 
reoouoee  Us  own  views  rather  than  agree  with 
the  Ezecntive.  The  Senator  had  said  that  ibe 
President  had  intimated,  in  both  his  messages,  that 
be  regarded  the  right  oL  search  and  the  right  ef 
visitation  equivalent  to  one  another,  and  that  it 
was  because  the  President  so  regarded  them,  that 
he  bad  been  induced  to  procure  the  adoption  of  the 
treaty.  Why,  he  would  have  procured  the  rennn- 
eiition  of  the  right  of  visitation  also,  if  it  had  been 
ia  his  power  to  do  so;  but,  as  that  could  npt  be  ob- 
tained, na  effort  had  been  made  to  prevent  the 
practical  operation  of  that  right,  and,  consequently, 
lo  prevent  all  collision  that  might  possibly  grow 
oat  of  its  exercise. 

He  desired  the  particular  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ale  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  After  this  Government 
had  vainly  endeavored  to  induce  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  renounce  the  right  of  visitation,  ihe 
Senator  would  have  us  do  nothing,  beeausa  we 
eoald  not  obtain  that  concession.  Although  this 
eoold  not  be  obtained  in  the  manner  desired,  yet 
they  had  done  what  would  amount  to  almost  the 
nae  thing.  They  had  done  what  would  take 
away  all  motive  c%  the  part  of  the  British  Govem- 
meat  to  carry  into  practical  operation  this  right, 
and  they  would  thus  have  all  the  beneficial  fruits 
of  a  direct  renunciation. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  spoken  of  the 
wisdom  of  Jackson.  This  theme  was  a  favorite 
one  with  the  honorable  Senator.  He  would  ask. 
Would  Jackson,  or  would  any  man  have  exhibited 
Bore  wisdom,  in  the  negotiation  of  such  a  treaty, 
than  this  Government  had  done?  But,  admitting 
thefiew  taken  by  the  Senator  Arom  Miisoari  to  be 
well  foQodod,  what  would  it  gmoont  to,  eren  in  J 


that  aspect?  What  was  it  he  now  asked  the  Sen- 
ate lo  do?  'To  break  their  plighted  faith,  (for  he 
could  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  had  been  pligbted  to  ebserve  the  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty,)  l^ause,  according  to  bis 
notion,  we  had  not  such  provisions  as  were  expe- 
dient. Sir,  (said  Mr.  A ,)  was  this  the  doctrine 
which  the  honorable  Senator  meant  td  avow  on 
that  floor?  Did  he  mean  to  urge  this  doctrine 
in  relation  to. this  or  any  other  provision  of  the 
treaty,  all  of  which,  it  appeared,  were  obnoxious 
to  the  honorable  Senator?  For  the  doctrine  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  in  relation  to  him  who  filled 
the  chief  place  in  the  Department  of  State,  seemed 
to  be  that  "nothiag  good  could  come  out  of  Na^a- 
reih."  He  would  put  it  to  him,  it  be  took  such 
exceptions  to  all  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
was  the  faith  of  this  Government  to  be  renounced, 
to  be  trampled  npon,  to  be  disregarded,  unless 
every  provision  of  ihe  treaty  should  be  suitable  to 
the  views  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty?  This 
was  the  true  interpretation  of  the  honoratde  Sena- 
tor's doctrine;  though  he  was  sure  he  would  not  be 
willing  directly  to  avow  and  to  vindicate  such  doc- 
trine. But  suppose  the  treaty  to  be  as-b^d  as  the 
honorable  Senator  represent^  it:  would  he  refbse 
the  appropriation  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect? 
With  the  same  propriety,  he  might  refuse  the  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  the  recaptured  Africans  to 
their  homer — ^which  was  made  necessary  by  the 
provisions  of  a  former  treaty—- should  those  former 
stipulations  be  oaacelled,  in  consequence  of  the 
Senator'^  objections  to  the  recent  treaty.  Let  the 
Senate  judge,  from  the  arguments  employed  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  how  far  that  disposition  was 
manifested. 

He  thought  there  could  be  no  hesitation,  (the 
gentleman  having  expectorated  the  wrath  ^hkh 
filled  his  bosom,)  but  that  he  would  now  let  the 
appropriations  go  on,  and  not  violate  the  faith  of 
the  Government.  The  Senator  relied  very  much, 
in  the  course  of  his  observations,  upon  the  alleged 
discrepancies  betuneen  the  two  meAeges  of  the 
Presidtat — the  one  of  Augnst  11  oi  last  year,  and 
the  other  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session. 
He  (Mr.  Aaonca)  asserted  that  the  purport  of  the 
two  was  identically  the  same.  The  President,  in 
both  of  them,  took  the  ground  that  he  was  now 
slating — not  that  the  right  of  visitation  had  been 
renounced,  but  that  we  had  procured  certain  ar- 
rangements in  substitution  of  the  exercise  of  that 
right.  Mr.  A.  then  read  from  the  message  accom- 
paaying  the  treaty,  what  followed  that  which  the 
honorable  Senator  readt 

*^n  mj  moMage  at  the  commeDcement  of  the  present  setiion 
of  CoDgieee,  I  endeavored  to  itate  the  principlef  which  Uui 
GoTernment  aupporta  reepecUng  the  right  or  eearch  and  the 
iromunHy  of  flags.  Deeiroue  oT  maintainiDg  those principlea 
full  J,  at  the  same  tinoe  that  existing  obligations  shotrrd  t>e  fnl. 
filled,  1  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  rtie  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  country  that  it  should  execute  its  own  laws,  and 
perform  its  own  obligations,  by  its  own  means  and  its  own 
powec  The  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vesseto 
of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  fsr  any  purposes 
except  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  nations, 
under  whatever  restraints  or  regulations  It  may  take  place, 
may  lead  to  dangerous  results,  ft  is  far  better  by  other  means 
to  supersede  any  supposed  necessity;  or  any  naotive,  for  such 
exammaiion  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel  by 
an  armed  cruiser  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch 
the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to  aflect  the  interests  of 
individuals.  It  has  been  thought,  therefore,  expedient—not  only 
ia  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  as  removing  all  pretext^  on  the  part  01 
others,  for  violating  theimnniiiltiesoftha  American  flag  upon 
the  seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  the  law  of  uuioos— 
to  enter  into  the  articles  now  submitted  to  the  Senate." 

He  reaffirmed  .that  the  grounds  taken  in  the 
two  messages  were  the  same  identically,  to  wit: 
not  that  the  right  of  visitation  had  been  abandoned, 
but  that  an  equivalent  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  BENTON  desired  to  read  a  single  sentence, 
to  show  the  difference  between  the  two  messages. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  observed  that,  if  there  was  a  dif- 
ference,  it  was  not  upon  this  point.  It  was  because 
the  right  of  visitation  had  not  been  renounced,  that 
provision  was  made  for  the  African  squadron. 
.  Mr.  BENTON  said  the  real  question  was  the 
disagreement  between  this  Qovemmentand  that  of 
Great  Britain  as  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
treaty.  To  show  that  there  was  a  difierence,  he 
would  first  read  the  language  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  that  of  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  In  hii  annual 


message  to  Congress  at  the  b^ianing  of  this 
sion,  says  (and  it  is  to  that  message  Sir  Robert 
Peel  allude^:)  • 

*'In  the  enforeeroent  of  the  laws  and  treaty  edpttlaUoiMof 
Great  Britain,  a  practice  had  threatened  to  grow  up,  on  the  part 
of  its  cruisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing  under 
the  American  flsg;  which,  while  it  seriously  involved  our  mar- 
itime rights,  would  subject  towexation  a  branch  of  our  trad* 
which  was  daily  increasing,  and  which  required  the  fosieriog 
care  of  the  Government  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  his 
correspondence  with  the  American  envoys,  at  London,  ez^ 
pressly  disclaimed  all  riaht  to  detain  an  American  ship  on  tba 
niifh  seas,  even  if  foundf  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and 
restricted  the  British  pretenrion  to  a  mere  cisim  to  visit  and 
inquire:  yet  it  could  not  well  l>e  discerned  by  the  Ezecuiive  of 
the  United  States  how  s^  visit  and  inquiry  ooald  be  made 
without  detention  on  the  voyage,  and  consequent  interruptloo 
to  the  trade.  It  was  regarded  as  the  rieht  of^seaich,  presented' 
only  in  a  new  form,  ana  expressed  in  duereot  words.'' 

*<Fmm  this  It  will  be  feen  that  the  ground  assnmed  in  tho 
message  has  been  Ailly  maintained,  at  the  same  time  that  tbe< 
stipulations  of  the  treatjr  of  Ghent  are  lo  be  carried  out  logood 
faith  by  the  two  countries;  and  that  all  pretence  is  removea  for 
Interference  with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpo^  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Government." 

He  should  now  turn  to  what  Sir  Robert  Peel 
said  in  his  late  speech  in  Parliament: 

"I  rejoice  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  me  tn  op- 
portunity of  making  some  observations  on  the  late  osessage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  sincere  and  earaeit 
desire  I  have  always  entertained  for  the  maintenancd  ofa  ^ood 
understanding  between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  spirit  in  which  I  have  always  spoken  of  America,  makes  k 
a  doubly  painful  duty  to  me  to  have  to  refer  to  that  nMSssge; 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not  give  a  correct  account  of  the 
negotiations  relative  to  the  right  of  visit." 

He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  difference  between 
the  right  of  search  and  the  right  of  visitation,  and 
then  says: 

"I  trust,  air,  that  I  have  said  enoogh  to  satisfy  the  Hoosa  on 
this  point.  I  trust,  also,  that  although  compelled  to  avow  m 
material  diflbrence  of  opinion  between  the  two  Governments 
upon  this  material  question,  I  have  stated  this  ^hflbosnoa  of 
opinion  with  ths  respect  which  I  wish  to  maintahi  towards  the 
h^h  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

There  is  another  part  in  which  he  declares  ex- 
pressly that  the  right  of  visitation,  claimed  in  Lord 
Aberdeen's  despatch,  has  not  been  relinquished, 
and  will  not  be  relinquished.  Now,  here  is  palpa- 
ble evidence  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  at 
to  the  construction  of  the  treaty,  between  Sir  Robt. 
Peel  and  the  Bzecutive  of  the  United  States.  That 
was  the  point  at  issue. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  observed,  that  all  the  speech  said, 
was,  that  the  British  Government  had  not  re- 
nounced the  right  of  visitation  contended  for  m 
Lord  Aberdeen's  despatcb;  and  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  says  it  was  because  the  British 
Government  would  not  renounce  the  right  of  visita* 
tion,  that  the  arrangement  became  necessary  for 
placing  a  cqnadron  in  the  African  seas  to  cany 
out  our  own  laws,  and  supersede  the  necessity  for 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  visitation  adhered  to 
by  the  British  Government.  There  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  Sir  Robert  PeePs  views  and  those  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  ad- 
herence of  the  British  Government  to  the  right  of 
visitation. 

Mr.  BENTON  had  read  from  Sir  Robert  Peel^te 
speech  th^  passages  in  which  he  insisted  on  his 
interpretation  of  the  treaty.  He  should  now  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  message  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which  are  stated  his  views  in  relf  tion 
to  the  synonymes— right  of  search  and  right  of 
visitation.  He  says: 

*'  In  close*conformit7  with  these  view&  the  eighth  ardels  of 
the  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides  tnat  *each  nation  sball 
Iceep  afloat,  in  dM  African  seas,  a  force  of  not  leas  Chan  ekhty 
guns,  to  act  separately,  and  apart,  under  instructions  from 
their  reepeciive  Governments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
thehr  respective  laws  and  obltgatlona'  From  this,  it  will  Ita  / 
seen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  mesMgs  lias  been  full  j 
roahiuined  •  •  •  •  ^(]  j,^t  ^  pretence  is  re. 
moved  for  interference  with  our  commerce,  for  aoj  purpose 
whatever,  by  any  foreign  Government." 

Now,  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  insisted  on,  was  tfiiss 
That  there  was  a  radical  differenceof  opinion  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  as  to  the  conatrne- 
tion  of  the  treaty;  and  that  in  the  most  vital  point; 
and  that  we  should  have  this  difference  cleared  np 
before  we  go  any  further. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  Yery  well  known,  that, 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  presented  for  ratiflca^ 
tioa,  it  was  supposed  by  many  that  its  phraseology 
wonld  give  rise  to  a  difference  of  constraetioni 
and  by  some  it  was  supposed  Ihat  it  was  so  arranged 
as  to  admit  of  a  difference  of  oonstmction,  with 
the  express  riew  of  eieatiiif  fntaie  dilBoalHy^ 
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Nefertheleat,  ibe  treaty  was  displayed  before  the 
Senate  and  the  eonntry  as  the  olive  branch  of 
peace— as  a  sort  «f  love-pledge  between  the  two 
amntries,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  here- 
afla  to  live  upon  terms  of  unbroken  amity;  and 
the  drcnmstance  that  it  was  an  olive  branch  of 
peace,  and  that,  by  its  ratification,  the  peace  of  the 
ooontry  wonld  be  guarantied  hereafter; — it  was  for 
that  reasoii  that  so  much  credit  was  claimed  for 
thoce  who  negotiated  it.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
present  Congress,  following  up,  and  appropria- 
ting to  himself  the  glory  of  having  accom- 
plished this  great  work  of  national  delirer- 
ance  from  impending  war,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  set  forth,  in  his  annual  message, 
the  objects  which  the  treaty  had  accomplished,  and 
the  means  which  had  been  employed  to  accomplish 
them.  The  message  was  laid  before  Congress  and  the 
cdiutry,  as  well  as  before  the  British  prime  minis- 
ter; and  npmi  the  opening  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, that  OHnister  had  congratulated  himself  upon 
the  occurrence  of  the  first  opportunity  to  state  in 
his  place,  and  with  all  the  responsibility  belonging 
to  his  station,  that  he  was  compelled  to  say  that 
the  Government  of  the  Unite^  Slates,  speaking 
through  the  executive  message,  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  object  of  the  British  Govenunent  in  ne* 
gotiatittg  the  treaty.  From  this,  it  might  Tery  nat- 
urally be  supposed  that  it  would  produce  an  ap- 
prehension here  that  the  Administration  had  been 
tricked,  and  that  we  had  fail^  by  this  ueaty 
to  accomplish  the  deliverance  of  the  country 
from  impending  war;  and  now  they  were  told, 
notwithstanding  the  express  and  positive  an- 
nouncement of  the  views  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  it,  as  expressed  by  their 
prime  minister,  that  the  President  had  misander- 
stood  the  thing,  and  that  he  had  put  an  erroneous 
construction  upon  the-  treaty.  Notwithstanding 
that  they  were. told  by  an  honorable  Senator  that 
the  prime  minister  was  totally  mistaken;  though 
•theifords  of  the  Presidents  message  impressed 
him  (for  he  must  be  supposed  to  have  weighed 
them  critically)  with  the  belief  that  this  country 
thought  it  had  gained  something  by  the  African 
sqtiadron,  yei  such  was  not  the  esse;  this 
Gbovemment  had  obtained  no  advantage-<-had  se- 
cared  no  postponement  of  a  war.  No,  six;  in 
Older  to  keep  that  before  the  people  as  an 
olive  branch,  in  the  face  of  this  adverse  declara- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  this  Government 
came  down  and  declared  that  she  was  mistaken-^ 
that  tbey  agree  entirely  with  the  British  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty.  What  was  that  construction? 
Lord  Aberdeen  has  a^rted,  in  a  labored  commu- 
nication, first,  that. there  was  a  difference  between 
the  right  of  search  and  the  right  of  visitation;  and 
he  had  likewise  asserted,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment wonld  not  modify  their  pretensions  to  the 
right  of  visitation;  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  slated, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  that  assertion  of 
Lord  Aberdeen  remained  unanswered.  But  our 
minister  in  Bnglaad  communicated  to  this  Got- 
erament  that  its  receipt  was  acknowledged;  but 
no  proposition  had  been  laid  down,  because  Lord 
Aherd^n  informed  him  that  a  special  minister  had 
been  sent  to  this  country,  charged  with  the  adjust- 
ment of  all  existing  difficulties.  In  consequence 
oi  that  information,  all  correspondence  was  ar- 
rested between  the  American  minister  in  London 
and  the  British  Government.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion between  the  two  Governments  at  the  timel 
It  was  not  as  to  the  right  of  Tisitation,  (although 
that  .was  the  question  which  Mr.  Everett  informed 
them  Lord  Ashbnrton  had  especially  in  charge.) 
If  Lord  Ashburton  came  here  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion, and  went  away  without  doing  so,  he  would 
ask,  what  had  been  gained  by  the  negotiation) 
What  .was  the  consideration  which  induced  this 
Government  to  engage  to  keep  a  squadron  of 
eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa?  If  this  ques- 
tion had  not  been  settled,  the  negotiations  were 
nothing  more  than  mere  child's  play. 

If  Glreat  Britain  did  not  surrender  her  right  to 
search  onr  Tessels,  why  did  we  agree  to  spend 
half  million  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  searehing  our 
own?  The  President  of  the  United  States  had,  in 
hismessage,  put  the  proper  construction  upon  the 
tfniji  and  it  was  not  for  Senators  now,  whsn  a 


different  construction  had  been  put  qpon  it  by 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  idea  of  ma- 
king it  an  olive  branch  of  peace,  to  say  that  the 
President  was  mistaken  in  the  .construction  which 
be  put  up«n  it.  There  was  oiie  part  of  the  speech 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  which  disclraed  the  whole 
views  of  the  British  Government;  that  part  was 
worth  all  the  rest,  although  it  was  a  pert  which 
had  not  been  read  to  the  Senate.  The  delivery  of 
that  speech  had  been  predicated  upon  ihe  necessity 
of  resisting  the  slave-trade.  That  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  claim  of  the  right  of  search,  or  visita- 
tion, as  it  was  called  in  England.  That  right  had 
been  held  forth,  by  those  who  maintained  the 
anti-slave-trade  doctrines.  What  did  Sir  Robert 
Peel  say  in  his  speech,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  right 
of  visitation?  In  order  to  show  that  the  article 
in  the  treaty  did  not  suspend  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, and  to  shew  that  the  freedom  of  the  sea  was 
as  much  at  the  control  of  England  as  before  the 
treaty  was  formed,  he  made  the  declaratOn  putting 
that  right  on  a  broader,  higher  ground,  disconnect- 
ing it  from  the  idea  of  the  slave-trade.  They  did 
not  abandon  the  right  of  visitation,  which  Sir 
Robert  Peel  now  said  was  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  the  slave-trade,  but 
that  it  extends  to  the  whole  world  of  commerce- 
extends  to  vessels  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  as  well  as 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  everywhere  else. 
And  it  was  necessary  for  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  take 
this  ground,  in  order  to  justify  his  construction  of 
the  treaty.  Suppoee,  then,  you  send  your  eighty 
guns  and  your  one  or  two  thousand  men  to  Africa 
— suppose  you  execute  this  article  of  the  treaty : 
the  Senator  firom  Virginia  [Mr.  Akohbr]  says  the 
practical  effect  is  obtained.  Was  it?  Allowing 
his  construction  to  be  right,  the  practical  effect 
would  only  extend  to  the  coast  of  Africa;  whereas 
Sir  Rsbert  Peel  expressly  disconnected  the  right 
of  search  from  Ihat  question.  Now,  while  this 
^as  positively  asserted,  either  Sir  Robert  Peel 
mast  be  smltified,  and  incapable  of  comprehending 
the  true  cons#uction  put  upovthe  treaty  in  the 
President's  message,  or  the  President's  oonstnfctOn 
was  erroneous;  and  inasmuch  as  Sir  Robert  Peel 
had  acknowledged  the  basis  upon  which  the  right 
of  search  was  predicated,  so  as  to  include  the 
African  squadron,  it  was  perfectly  manifest  that 
that  article  of  the  treaty  was  a  complete  nullity.  It 
would  be  absurd,  therefore,  to  attempt  carrying  it 
out  by  making  appropriarions. 

As  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  he  did  not 
intend  to  vote  for  a  dollar  of  appropriation  in  fur- 
therance of  the  treaty — not  even  to  pay  the  f300,000 
dollars  to  the  States.  He  would  not  do  it,  because 
he  considered  the  treaty  worse  than  a  war.  But 
he  would  not  go  into  the  character  of  the  treaty 
now.  Other  gentlemen  viewed  it  in  a  different 
light — gentlemen  of  more  experience,  and  who  had 
better  means  of  judging,  perhaps.  This,  however, 
was  his  view;  and  he  should  continue  to  act  upon 
it.  He  desired  to  know  what  it  was  that  we  had 
received  as  compensation  for  sending  out  those  80 
guns,  if  there  was  not  to  be  at  least  a  suspension 
of  the  right  to  visit  our  vessels.  The  President 
manifestly  considered  that  there  was  to  be  a  sus- 
pension of  that  right,  when  he  penned  his  message 
to  Congress;  and  he  asked,  if  it  was  true  that  we 
had  gained  so  much  in  reference  to  the  right  of 
visitation  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  what  had  they 
gained  upon  the  general  principle?  The  Briti4i 
still  assert  that  they  have  a  right  to  visit  any  vessel 
for  any  purpose  whatever.  They  were  about  to 
pay  half  a  million  of  dollars  under  what  they  sup> 
posed  to  be,  some  time  ago,  a  compact  by  which 
peace  had  been  purchased;  and  before  Congress 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  execute  its  part  of  the 
contract,  by  appropriating  the  money,  it  was  dis- 
covered to  have  been  no  guaranty  of  peace  at  ail. 
The  proper  time  to  meet  this  question  was  the 
present;  and  he  was  prepared,  if  any  one  would 
introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  to  instruct  the 
President  to  take  possession  of  every  foot  of  the 
disputed  territory.  If  the  construction  put  upon 
the  treaty  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  right,  there  were 
still  more  pregnant  consequences  to  grow  out  of  it; 
because  it  showed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government  to  promote  a  quarrel,  by  hold- 
ing up  our  GovenuBent  to  the  world  as  putting 


one  construction  upon  the  treaty,  whilst  they  boU 
another  and  a  different  one. 

If  the  President  wss  right,  dien  thsievaiio 
difference  of  opinion,  though  the  attempt  to  mak 
out  a  difference,  on  the  part  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
showed  a  desire  of  presenting  the  question  in  g 
worse  aspect  than  if  there  was,  in  reality,  a  differ- 
ence. Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  say  he  presumed  then 
was  room  for  some  misunderstanding-^that  then 
was  difference  of  opinion;  but  he  had  come  out  aad 
placed  this  Government  in  the  attitude  of  baviog 
endeavored  to  give  a  misconstmctipn  to  the  treaty. 
Would  any  statesman  in  Borope  believe  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did  not  know  what 
he  meant  in  his  message?  How  would  they  stand 
before  the  world?  They  must  either,  in  hdmdy 
phrase,  knock  under,  in  order  to  impress  the  treatf 
with  the  character  of  peace-offering;  or  they  mnt 
recede  from  the  construction  pat  upon  it  bf 
the  President,  and  adopt  that  of  the  British  mia- 
ister,  although  the  express  words  of  its  provisiooi 
showed  that  the  Prvsideat  was  right,  and  that  be 
was  wrong.  Why  was  not  Mr.  Fox  instructed  to 
ascertain  fh>m  the  American  Government  whateoi- 
struction  had  been  put  upon  [the  treaty,  to  see  if  i 
reconcilement  of  opposite  constructions  might  not 
be  effected?  He  considered  the  course  pursued  u  a 
declaraticm  on  the  part  of  England  that  the  tnaty 
was  to  be  utterly  disregarded;  and  the  course  we 
should  take  was,  to  disregard  it  also,  and  to  open  the 
negotiations  afresh.  We  had  a  treaty  with  France, 
by  which  she  had  free  admission  for  her  silks  and 
wines.  The  benefit  of  that  treaty  she  had  en- 
joyed for  some  time;  and  when  we  wanted  to  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  on  onr  part,  the  French  Cbambeis 
flinched.  VHiat  did  we  do?  GOneral  Jackson 
adopted  measures  to  compel  them  to  stand  up  to 
their  bargain,  and  that  instanter.  Did  he  not  call 
upon  Congress  to  authorize  reprisals  upon  her 
commerce?  And  now,  when  you  pass  an  appro- 
priation and  send  out  a  squadron,  and  after  yos 
have  put  the  British  in  possession  of  the  half  of 
one  of  your  States,  they  will  inform  you  that  then 
is  some  other  cause  of  quarrel  subsisting,  more 
serious  than  the  slave-trade  itself.  The  treaty 
was,  in  his  jodgment,  improperly  undertaken  la 
the  first  place.  The  very  fact  of  the  British  Ck)v 
ernuMut  sending  out  a  spedal  messenger,  wiihoat 
giving  us  previous  intimation,  was  a  snspieioii 
cireunastance.  Ghreat  Britain  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  going  abroad  to  mal^  peace.  When  she  sends 
out  a  negotiator,  it  is  as  a  merchant,  to  tiafllc  to 
the  best  advantage.  She  has  a  direct  interest  in 
maintaining  (he  greatest  maritime  power;  and  al 
the  minor  powers  have  a  direct  interest  ia  resisi- 
ing  the  extension  of  her  power.  Mr.  A.  concladed 
by  saying  that  we  had  gained  nothing  by  the  treaty. 

Mr.  EVANS  stated  that,  in  rising,  it  was  not 
his  purpose  to  prolong  the  discussion,  but  to  entreat 
the  Senate  to  put  an  end  to  a  debate  which,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  was  premature,  and  wholly  oat  d 
place.  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  those 
who  concur  with  him  in  hostile  feelings  to  the  trea- 
ty, would  but  have  patience,  a  bill  from  the  other 
house  wonld,  in  a  day  or  two,  comebefore  the  Sen- 
ate, on  which  they  could  bring  op  the  subject,  and 
'discuss  it  to  their  heart's  content — he  meant  thebill 
making  provision  for  carrying  out  the  treaty.  How 
much  time  tO'day  had  been  wasted  ia  unprofitable 
discussion,  leading  to  no  practical  result?  Enoogh, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  to  pass  forty  bills,  nev 
awaiting  the  action  of  Congress.  The  Stnalor 
from  Missouri  has  moved  to  recommit  the  bQl,  with 
instructions  to  strike  out  all  appropriations  for  the 
African  squadron.  Now,  what  use  would  it  be  for 
the  committee  to  take  into  consideration  what 
was  not  into  the  bill  at  all? 

There  was  not  a  word  in  it  about  the  MnaUL 
squadron.  And,  although  he  would  not  pretend 
to  say  that  some  part  of  the  money  appropriated  in 
the  bill  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the 
squadron  to  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  and  shipping  there, 
and  in  furtherance  of  the  provisions  of  the  treatf, 
yet  he  would  say,  that  it  would  make  no  differenee 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  whether 
any  portion  of  the  navy  was  to  be  kept  on  (hat 
station  or  not.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ex- 
pressly says  that  the  keepa^  of  Ae  eighty  gus  o^ 
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the  coaat  of  Africa,  aoeordiug  to  the  etipalation  of 
tbe  tremty,  will  incur  no  additional  expense,  as  it 
leqniret  no  addition  to  the  na?y,  and  involves 
only  a  slight  alteration  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
fleets  and  class  of  vessels.  Suppose  it  was  decided 
that  BO  squadron  should  be  kept  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  bill  were  recommitted:  still,  no  ap- 
propriation could  be  stricken  oat;  for  the  whole  o( 
the  navy  must  be  provided  for.  Did  not  the  Sena- 
tor ttom  Missouri,  then,  see  that  he  would  not  at- 
tain his  object  by  recommitting  the  billl  Bnt  he 
could  obtain  his  object,  (if  it  was  as  he  presumed  it 
to  be»  to  give  hitnselfand  those  who,  with  him,  were 
hostile  to  the  treaty,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
views  and  obtaining  another  vote  on  the  subject,) 
if  he  would  reserve  his  hostility  till  the  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  out  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the  treaty  should  4X>me  upi  when,  by  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  sixth  section,  he  could 
bring  up  the  whole  question.  He  could  move  to 
insert  a  provision  that  no  portion,  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  the  navy  appropriation  bill  should 
be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  any  squadron  em- 
ployed on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  pursuance  of 
the  late  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain. 

He  would  ask,  how  much  of  the  valuable  time 
of  this  short  session  had  been  already  thrown  away 
in  useless  discussion  of  that  treaty,  long  after  that 
discussion  could,  by  any  possibility,  effect  any 
practical  purpose?  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
sdli  thought  he  had  not  exhausted  the  subject,  he 
eould,  when  \ha  bankrupt  bill  was  disposed  of,  de- 
vote another  day  to  it;  and,  all  important  business 
being  first  disposed  of,  he  might  proceed  with  his 
iiiscussion  to  his  heart's  contenL 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  did  not  consider  the  informa* 
tion  ftirnished  by  the  despatch  from  our  minister 
at  London,  nor  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  suf- 
ficient to  wanant  immediate  action  on  the  subject. 
In  the  various  reports  of  that  speech,  there  were 
evident  obscurities,  leaving  it  uncertain  if  the  re- 
marks of  Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  exclusively  re- 
late to  the  general  right  of  visitation,  and  not  to 
the  visiutioB  on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  reference  to 
the  slave-trade. 

The  8th  article  of  the  treaty  relates  to  the  right 
of  visitation  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  slave- 
trade;  and  so  far,  it  is  unquestionably  a  snspen* 
sion  of  the  British  right  of  search.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
pointed  oot  an  inconsistency  with  which  Sir  Robert 
Peel  would  stand  chargeable  if  he  did  not  make 
this  rwervation;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  there 
was  too  much  obscurity  in  the  language  of  bis 
speeeb,  as  reported,  to  warrant  any  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  subject,  till  better  informed. 

BIr.  CALHOUN  said  he -did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  the  discussion,  but  merely  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  information  was  really  too  imperfect 
upon  which  to  base  any  action.  This  discussion 
was  entirely  lost.  If  a  paper  which  he  had  re- 
ceived flrom  a  friend  in  I«ondon  contained  a  correct 
report  of  the  speech,  he  conceived  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  difference  between  the  opinion  of 
8r  Robert  Peel  and  that  of  our  Qovemment  as  to 
the  right  of  vintation.  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  spoken 
of  the  right  of  yititation  in  its  more  enlarged  sense; 
whilst  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  had  reference 
only  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
right  of  Tisiiation  was  waived  or  abandoned,  so 
far  as  the  examination  of  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  was  concerned,  in  the  ueaty  stipulations. 
Ht  certainly  understood  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  admit, 
by  the  reading  of  the  speech,  as  ^reported  in  the 
paper  alluded  to,  (the  European  Times,)  that  the 
right  was  abandoned  so  far  as  tliat  point  was  con- 
cerned. And,  to  give  greater  weight  to  this  posi- 
tion, it  now  turned  out  that  the  proposition  came 
"rom  us.  He  knew  that  there  were  other  portions 
of  the  speech  which  would  induce  a  different  opin- 
ion; but  be  believed  that,  upon  edairsissement,  it 
would  be  found  that,  while  the  President,  in  his 
message,  had  reference  to  visitation  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  Sir  Robert  Peel  meant  visitation  gen- 
erally. 

Mr.  ARCHER  here  interrupting,  made  some 
remarks  in  confirmation  of  the  view  taken  by  the 
taator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  proceedlsg|  ^  that  it  was 


impossible  for  any  man  to  read  the  treaty,  and  say 
that  the  right  of  visitation  was  not  superseded  by  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty.  It  was  superseded;  and 
he  had  so  treated  it  in  bis  speech  on  the  treaty;  and 
no  man  could  read  that  treaty  without  being  thus 
satisfied  that  each  party  was  to  take  supervision 
of  its  offu  vessels.  When  they  looked  at  the  ob- 
ject of  the  negotiation  on  this  point,  no  doubt  could 
t>e  entertained.  What  was  the  immediate  object? 
Was  it  not  this — to  enter  into  stipulations  with 
Great  Britain,  such  as  she  had  made  with  all  Eu- 
ropean powers?  He  believed  they  had  the  super- 
vision, not  only  of  their  own  vessels,  but  of  all  Eu- 
ropean vessels.  What  was  the  result  of  this  state 
of  things?  The  result  was,  that  our  flag  was  used 
by  all  persons  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  Qreat 
Britain  then  threw  herself  on  the  five  European 
powers.  She  wished  to  make  it  a  question,  not  of 
municipal  regulation,  bnt  of  international  law.  All 
the  great  Christian  powers  agreed  to  accept  it  but 
this  country  alone. 

Mr.  C.  spoke  at  some  length,  with  a  view  to 
show  that  all  Europe  had  given  the  construction  to 
the  treaty  which  bad  been  given  to  it  by  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  (as  be  understood  his  remarks,) — that,  by  its 
provisions,  the  right  of  visitation  was  superseded 
on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

[The  indistinct  manner  in  which .  Mr.  C.'s  re- 
marks were  heard  in  the  reporters'  gallery  induces 
the  reporter  to  defer  them  tor  future  publication.] 

Mr.  BAOBY  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
instructions  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri; 
it  was  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  |5,000  for 
the  expenses  of  captured  Africans  returned  to  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  entreated  his  friend  (the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  Mr.  Bagbt)  not  to  embarrass 
the  question  by  the  introduction  of  this  new  issue. 

Mr.  BAQBY  said  he  would,  with  great  pleasure, 
yield  to  the  request  of  his  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  if  he  could  reconcile  it  to  himself 
to  depart  fVom  the  rigid  line  of  doty  by  which  he 
had  been  induced*  to  off^r  the  amendment.  He 
believed  it  was  imperative,  because  it  was  the  last 
chance  he  could  have  of  moving  to  strike  out  that 
appropriation,  which,  small  as  it  was,  involved  a 
principle  of  great  magnitude. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  did  not  see  why  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  should  object  to  blending  the 
two  issues  which  related  to  the  sanfie  subject.  He' 
should  vote  fqr  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  KINQ  begged  leave  to  ask  his  honorable 
colleague  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Africans 
recaptured  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
the  execution  of  existing  laws?  Were  they  to  be 
thrown  into  the  sea,  upon  being  recaptured?  or 
were  they  be  brought  to  this  country?  Either  must 
be  done,  if  they  were  not  to  be  taken  back  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.  Now,  he  ^ew  his  colleague 
would  not  have  them  thrown  into  the  sea;  and, 
even  if  admissible  to  bring  them  to  this  country, 
they  eonld  not  be  brought  here  without  expense. 
The  best  course,  under  the  circumstances,  had 
l>een  pursued  for  years;  and  that  was,  to  take  them 
to  the  coast  of  Africa;  but  that  incurred  some  ex- 
pense, and  this  annual  appropriation  was  made  to 
defray  that  expense.  With  respect  to  the  main 
subject  of  discussion,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  information  before  the  Senate  was  not 
sufficient  to  justify  the  course  proposed  by  bis  hon- 
orable friend  from  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  E  )  did 
not  differ  from  the  views  taken  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States — that  the  arrangement  made 
in  the  treaty,  with  regard  to  keeping  a  squadron 
of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  was  an  ad- 
justment of  the  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  British 
claim  of  the  riaht  of  visitation,  which  that  arrange- 
ment superseded;  and  that  there  could  be  no  other 
object  understood  by  the  negotiators,  is  manifest 
from  the  fact  of  Lord  Asbburton  being  sent  here 
to  adjust  the  principal  difficulty,  which  could  not 
be  adjusted  otherwise,  in  consequence  of  the  British 
Government  insisting  on  the  right  of  visitation. 
What  was  the  object  of  bringing  the  subject  to  the 
view  of  this  Oovernment  at  all,  if  it  was  not  to  in- 
duce some  arrangement  which  would  admit  of  a 
1  suspension  of  the  claim  of  the  British  Qovemment 
to  11^  right  of  visitatipn  on  board  our  vessels  on 


the  coast  of  Africa?  Lord  Aberdeen  had  refused 
any  concession.  It  was  not  the  right  of  search 
that  was  claimed.  That  had  been  unequivocally 
given  up.  It  was  the  right  of  visitation;  and  that 
was  wkutt  gave  rise  to  the  principal  difficufiy,  so 
hard  to  adjust  l)etween  that  Oovernment  and 
this.  We  had  declared  that  we  eonld  not, 
and  would  not,  concede  the  right  of  visitation  on 
any  terms.  The  misconduct  of  British  offioen^ 
under  pretence  of  ascertaining  the  validity  of 
the  American  flag  on  board  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, had  been  the  subject  of  constant  oomplaut. 
It  had  become  intolerable,  and  we  could  no  longer 
suffer  it.  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  point  of  collision; 
and  that  was  what  bought  Lord  Arshburton  to 
this  country  with  a  view  ef  adjusting  the  difficulty. 
There  was  no  longer  a  question  as  to  (he  right  of 
search;  for  that  hiui  been  given  up  long  age.  The 
thing  to  be  settled  was  the  claim,  of  the  right  of 
visitation,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
validity  of  the  American  flag  when  hoisted  by  any 
ship  on  the  African  coast.  Even  the  inviolability 
of  the  American  flag,  if  a  ship  properly  entitled  to 
carry  it  bad  slaves  on  board,  was  admitted.  The 
British  Gh)vernment  declared  that  in  such  case  they 
had  no  right  to  interfere.  But  such  would  be  a 
case  of  violation  of  our  own  laws;  and  we  are  under 
obligations  to  those  laws  to  prevent  their  violation. 
It  was,  therefore,  proposed  by  this  Gk>vemment  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  supersede  the  neces- 
sity of  British  visitation  to  ships  l>eariog  our  flag 
on'that  coast,  by  keeping  80  guns  afloat  there  to 
enforce  our  own  laws  on  our  own  vessels,  and  to 
execute  the  right  of  search  ourselves  in  relation  to 
vessels  hoisting  our  flag.  The  8ih  article  of  the 
treaty  proves  that  the  arrangement  was  thus  ac- 
cepted by  Lord  Asbburton,  a^?  superseding  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  British  right  of  visitation^  for  it  points 
out  the  very  mode  in  which  vessels  shall  lie  vis- 
ited. 

He  did  not.  pretend  to  say  that  a  newspaper  re- 
port of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech  could  be  taken  as 
a  correct  version  of  the  speech  itself.  There  were 
evidently  obscurities  in  the  version  read  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  (Mr.  K.)  had 
seen  the  version  in  the  London  Times,  and  be 
could  not  help  saying  that  it  was  more  likelv  to 
be  correct;  but,  in  that  version,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  Sir  Robert  Peel  took  still  stronger  ground  than 
that  assumed  in  the  other.  It  bore  the  impresskm 
that  he  maintained,  not  only  the  British  right  of 
visitation  in  the  general  sense,  but  in  a  sense 
which  would  extend  it  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  If  it 
should  turn  out  that  such  was  his  meaning,. it 
would  be  a  subject  of  infinite  surprise  to  him;  for 
he  would  consider  it  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
treaty.  We  had  agreed  to  do  what,  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  we  were  bound  to  do-— to  carry  into 
execution  our  own  laws;  and,  therefore,  there  re- 
mained no  longer  a4>retence  for  England  to  perse- 
vere in  her  claim  of  a  right  of  visitation.  Had  he 
not  considered  this  point  clearly  settled,  he  never 
would  have  voted  aaainst  striking  out  that  article 
in  the  treaty.  He  firmly  relied  on  its  being  a 
suspension  of  the  British  claim,  and  that  it  was  so 
stipulated  by  Lord  Asbburton.  He%vas  satisfied 
of  this,  because  he  so  understood  it  from  Lord  Asb- 
burton himself.  There  was  a  bare  possibility  that 
the  new  state  of  circumstances  in  England,  and 
in  the  intoxication  resulting  from  recent  successes. 
Sir  Robert  Peele,  in  his  speech,  had  given  way  to 
the  national  excitement,' and  expressed  himself  in 
a  manner  not  justified  by  the  original  understand- 
ing of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  that  if  Great  Britain 
should,  in  the  face  of  the  facts,  interpret  the  treaty 
in  the  manner  supposed,  and  should  act  upon  that 
interpretation,  we  would,  in  contesting  that  point 
with  her,  have  the  advantage  on  our  side  not  only 
of  being  right,  and  having  the  sympathies  oi  the 
worid  with  us,  but  we  should  have  all  the  benefit  of 
an  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  it  seen^  to  him  not 
a  little  strange,  that  gentlemen  who  seem  to  be 
most  sensitive  qn  the  subject  of  British  aggrestiott 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  everywhere  else,  should 
be  the  first  to  move  a  curtailment  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  navy-^the  only  force  we  have  at  all 
capable  of  keeping  in  check  that  very  propenii^ 
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to  anreasioa.  If  be  (Mr.  C)  hftd  indulged  in  all 
the  belligerent  apprebeneion?  vhieh  seemed  to  iron* 
ble  the  gentlemen  opj>o8ite;  if  he  had  thought  as 
tbejT  did,  that  Great  Briuin  meditated  all  sorts  of 
eneroaehments  on  this  coantry;  if  he  had  made  np 
hit  mind  as  ihey  had  done»  that  she  was  bent  upon 
rmyaging  our  merchant  Tessels  on  ttie  coast  of  Afri- 
oa<--4he  last  thing  in  the  world  he  would  haye 
thought  of  doing,  would  be  to  Tote  down  the  naval 
appropriations.  These  would  have  been  ample 
considerations  rather  to  indoee  him  to  TOte  for  in- 
creased' appropriations.  The  gentlemen  fear  Brit- 
ish aggressions  on  oar  merchant  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  yet  will  not  vote  a  dollar  for  the  protec- 
tion of  oar  vessels.  What  a  strange  iaconsisteney 
this  is  between  the  sentiments  they  express,  and  the 
measares  they  propose!  The  sqiudroa  at  the  coast 
of  Africa  is  to  effect  these  good  purposes;  first,  to 
protect  oar  merchant  vessels  in  that  region;  next, 
to  fulfil  our  jast  obligations  ander  a  solemn  treaty, 
which  we  are  bound  lo  carry  out  in  good  faith. 

Mr.  O.  proceeded  to  point  out  the  solemn  obliga- 
tions of  the  treaty,  and  the  necessity  of  disregard- 
ing the  insoffident  evidence  cf  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  British  ministry  to  violate  it.  He  con- 
tended that  a  mere  speech  in  Parliameot,  like 
a  speech  in  the  Senate,  was  altogether  a  dif. 
erent  thing  from  a  belligerent  act.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  might  be  allowed,  if  he  felt  so  disposed,  to 
main  a  flourish  of  words  before  a  British  House  of 
Comfai6Wi,  which  he  would  be  very  far  from  carry- 
ind  intd'eni^t  in  the  face  of  our  squadron  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  discussion  had  taken  a 
turn  which  he  did  not  expect — that  of  a  question 
as  to  tbe  correctness  of  the  report  of  Sir  Robert 
Pectus  speech.  True,  there  were  tbe  usual  varia- 
tions in  the  details  of  the  reports,  but  they  agreed 
in  the  main  point;  and  all  America  and  all  Europe 
must  see  that  we  had  received  a  slap  in  the  face — 
that  the  President*^  message  was  flatly  contradicted 
— and  priUeiples  avowed  from  which  collisions 
mu8t  arise.  The  difference  of  opinion  amounted 
to  treaty  or  no  treaty  on  tbis  peint !  The  difference 
between  the  two  Gk>vemments  nullified  this  part  of 
the  treaty;  and  he  thought  it  the  part  of  common 
prudence  to  stop  now,  and  remove  tbe  difference, 
before  collisioas  resulted.  The  treaty  was  ratified 
in  this  chamber,  upon  the  President's  view  of  it. 
Senators  voted  upon  that  view,  as  they  now  de- 
clare, aikd  as  we  know;  and  now,  if  there  shall  be 
any  attempt  on  tbe  part  of  the  Administration  to 
equivocate,  and  to  reconcile  the  President's  mes- 
sage to  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech,  by  making  tbe 
message  yield  to  the  speech,  it  will  be  a  fraud  upon 
the  Senators  who  voted  for  the  ratification. 

Senators  who  voted  for  the  treaty  say  if  the 
British  act  upon  the  declarations  of  their  minister, 
they  will  go  to  war;  and  this  is  the  state  to  which 
the  peace  treaty  has  brough  us ! '  Tbe  seeds  of  war 
are  in  it!  for  they  may  rest  assured  that  tbe  min- 
ister spoke  advisedly;  and  all  reports  of  his  speech 
show  that  it  was  cheered  as  often  as  he  declared 
his  determination  to  adhere  to  the  right  of  visit 

Mr.  BAQBT  considered  that  the  true  under- 
standing of  the  treaty,  when  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
was  the  only  correct  interpretation  of  ii;  and  that 
any  attempt  to  force  upon  us  a  different  construc- 
tion, would  be  so  dishonorable  that  words  could 
not  convey  his  ideas  of  its  enormity.  Mr.  B. 
commented  with  threat  ability  on  tbe  position  in 
which  tbe  British  Government  had  been  placed  by 
this  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel;  and  maintained  that 
boih  tbe  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and 
his  amendment  were  perfectly  justified  by  the  dec- 
laration of  the  British  premier. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  part 

groposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  Senator  from 
liesoim. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  there  was  no  such  part 
in  the  bill,  and  the  Clerk  need  not  be  ruiming  the 
bill  over  for  tbajwrpose. 

Mjr.  TAPPim  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
instructions,  and  they  were  read. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  BAQBr»  to  the  instruction  moved  by  the  jSen- 
ator  fh>m  Blisaouri,  it  was  put,  and  decided  on 
yeas  and  nays— yeas  5,  nays  3$,  as  follows: 


YE  AS— Mencs.  Allto,  Bag  by,  BeotCMi,  McSotMrts,  and  Smiih 
of  ConiMcUcut— 6. 

Nats— MMin.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrfen, 
Bnchanan,  CalhouDjCliMte,  Conrad.  Crafta,  CrittandeD,  Daj* 
ton,  Evana,  FulUM^HenderaofLHuaaitfton,  Kerr,  King,  Linn, 
McDuffie,  Mangum,  Merrick,  MUler,  fiorehead,  Ptielps,  For* 
ter.  Rivee,  Serier,  Smith  of  Indiaoa,  Sprague,  Tauinadfe^ 
White,  Wiiooz,  WilUam%  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbory— 86. 

Tbe  question  recurring  on  the  motion  and  in- 
.strnctions  of  Mr.  Bbmtoii, 

Mr.  ARCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  orderf  d. 

Mr.  WOODBURV  stated  that  he  would  have 
taken  no  part  in  this  discussion,  if  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  not  been  ordered.  It  was  well  known  that 
he  assented  to  the  treaty  as  a  whole,  but  opposed 
the  part  now  drawn  into  controversy;  and  his  pres- 
ent vote  might  be  misunderstood,  if  he  made  no 
eiplanation.  But  he  would  detain  gentlemen  only 
a  moment. 

It  had  been  apprehended  by  some  that  the 
English  prime  minister  did  not  intend,  by  his 
speech,  to  take  any  step  in  contravention  of  the 
treaty,  as  understood  by  us  and  by  the  President. 
Though  that  minister  is  reported  to  have  ex- 
pressed a  material  difference  in  his  views  from  the 
message  of  the  American  Executive;  yet  it  may 
have  been  only  a  theoietical  or  abstract  diffierence. 
The  extract  of  tbe  recent  letter  from  our  ambassa- 
dor at  the  court  of  8t.  James— just  received  and 
read  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations — would,  on  re-examination,  be  found  to 
fortify  this  inference.  The  extract  was  before  him; 
and  while  it  appears  that  Mr.  Everett  was  present 
in  the  House  of  Commons  during  Sir  Robert  PeePs 
speech,  not  a  syllable  is  said  concerning  the  remarks 
of  the  latter,  looking  fto  any  practi<»|  conflict  in 
Tiews  between  him  and  the  Ftesident. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  we  have  all  of  the  let- 
ter relating  to  this  subject;  and,  if  nothing  has  been 
withheld.  Mr.  Evereu  heard  nothing  from  Sir 
Robert  Peel  which  surprised  or  alarmed  him  on 
this  point;  though  he  was  surprised  that  tbe  minister 
supposed  no  answer  bad  ever  heed  given  to  Lord 
Aberdeen's  letter  of  December,  1841. 

The  silence  of  our  minister  on  this  point  furnishes 
a  strong  presumption  that  Sir  Robert  Peel's  re- 
marks on  it  were  different  from  tbe  newspaper  re- 
port, or  were  a  mere  political  flouri^  on  an  ab« 
stract  right  to  inquire  and  visit  on  the  ocean,  not 
renounced,  nor  intended  to  be  renounced. 

If  it  went  farther,  and  looked  to  any  practical 
differences  concerning  the  treaty,  it  wfis  the  duty  of 
the  minister  to  have  said  so;  and  of  the  Executive 
here  to  have  laid  the  fact  before  us. 

But  this  provision  in  the  treaty,  though,  in  Mr. 
W.'s  view,  a  humiliating  one,  and  oppoMd  by  him 
on  its  ratification,  ought  to  be  enforced  by  us  till 
violated  on  the  other  side.  Mr.  W.  thought,  in 
Augtist  last,  when  tbe  treaty  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  still  thought,  that  it  was  derogatory  for 
us  to  engage  te  EEngtaQd,  or  any  other  power,  that  we 
would  do  what  it  was  our  duty  to  do  'without  such 
an  engagement.  He  thought  it  placed  England  in 
tbe  attitude  of  a  guardian  over  us.  He  wanted  for 
our  country  no  protector  abroad.  He  would  wil- 
lingly submit  to  no  national  surveillance  or  tutor- 
ship. Such  a  provision,  if  not  intended  for  one, 
opens  the  door  to  one;  and,  without  any  spirit  of 
prophecy,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that  the  manner 
of  enforcing  such  a  stipulation  in  a  treaty  was 
likely  to  lead  to  constant  complaint,  if  not  col- 
lision. 

Whenever  it  might  please  England  to  insist  that 
our  cruisers  did  not  exercise  sufficient  activity  or 
vigilance,  she  would  exercise  her  abstract  right  of 
visitation;  she  would  make  it  practical,  and  push 
it  into  a  right  of  search,  as  heretofore.  But  let 
her  push  it  while  this  treaty  remained  in  force;  or 
let  her  ever  push  it  beyond  mere  inquiry  and  visit- 
ation, and  then  a  case  would  actually  have  oc- 
curred for  belligerent  measures  on  our  side.  Till 
then,  however,  Mr.  W.  was  willing,  ^ce  tbe 
treaty  had  been  ratified,  to  vote  all  reasonable  ap- 
propriations to  enforce  it.  It  was  not  that  he  liked 
any  doubtful  part  of  it  very  much,  or  this  provision 
at  all;  but  because  thil  provision  took  away  all 
pretence  for  outrages  on  our  trade  and  mer^nt 
vessels,  under  color  of  mere  inquiry  or  visitation. 

How  this  mere  inquiry  and  visitation  for  certain 
purposes  bad  been  abused,  ha  poflMsaed  soiLa 


means  of  knowing,  in  this  very  elaas  of  eases,  for- 
merly. Our  difficulties  had  arisen,  not  tnm^ 
fair  exercise  of  soah  a  right  only  by  British  onusas, 
but  fiom  the  abuse  of  it— from  pushing  it  to  a  right 
of  search ;  from  entering  our  veasei&  overhauling 
their  papers,  insulting  their  officers,  detaining  them 
on  their  voyage,  and  causing  actual  lo«eo  to  those 
engaged  in  lawful  and  honorable  commerce. 

This  abuse  was  what  we  had  protested  agmhisL 
This  was  what  Americana  never  would  tameff 
submit  to.  This  was,  in  effect,  carrying  on  the  old- 
fashioned  right  of  search,  under  the  name  or  eover 
only  of  a  visits— a  right  of  search  now  diudaimed 
by  the  English  minister  except  in  time  of  war. 
So  Lord  Aberdeen  had  abandoned  any  right 
to  detain  our  vessels;  but  still  they  had  beet 
detained,  and  they  had  been  searbh^  and 
both  by  violence;  and  this  we  had  denounced,  and 
would  resist.  But  the  mete  right  of  iaqoiiy,  or 
even  of  visitation,  Mr.  W.,  for  one,  had  aeter 
questioned,  under  proper  circumstances,  on  ^ 
ocean,  by  any  nation.  Ships  of  war  were  often  a 
species  of  police  force  on  the  great  and  eommoa 
highway  of  all  nations. 

When  war  existed,  the  parties  engaged  had  a 
right  to  inquire  and  see  that  none  travelled  under 
false  colors,  so  as  to  escape  their  enemy.  But 
even  then,  we  had  always  denied  the  right  to  cany 
this  inquiry  to  a  search  of  the  cargo  ia  a  nevtral 
vessel— for  our  motto  had  been,  **JFVss  Mft  mabt 
fn$  g99d»s*^  much  less  had  we  recogniied  the  right 
to  search  the  muster-rolls  of  the  veaael,  ani  her 
decks,  to  impress  any  supposed  foreigners, 
peace  existed,  if  pirates  were  common  v^  any 
the  right  of  inquiry  and  visitation,  in  case  of] 
doubu  existed  there,  in  order  to  detect  di^iaea  and 
frauds,  and  prevent  escapes.  So  in  oaae  of  saog- 
gling  on  the  coast  of  any  counory:  if  it  beeame 
frequent,  the  right  of  inquiry  prevailed  there,  and 
was  exercised  by  us  as  well  as  well  as  other  nations. 
So  in  case  of  the  slave-trade  on  the  coast  of  Afriea 
the  worst  species  uf  crime,  if  not  lechnieal  piracgr. 

But  these  rights,  growing  out  of  special  nd  lo« 
cal  exigences,  did  not  justify  officious,  Tcxalious^ 
and  constant  visits  to  vessels,  everywhere,  aad  oa 
all  occasions,  by  a  dominant  power,  and  deiaiiiig 
tbose  vessels  uselessly  or  maltireating  their  cAoeia 
and  crews.  The  favorable  view  of  thia  part  of 
the  treaty  of  184t,  as  to  our  keeping  a  larger  Baval 
force  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  was,  that  it  took  away 
all  occasion  from  other  powers,  either  to  claim  or 
exercise  any  right  to  overhaul,  in  any  way,  oar 
ships.  It  thus  should  prevent  the  danger  of  abuses 
of  any  kind,  with  their  inevitable  eoUiaiona,  endiig 
in  war. 

If  it  did  not,  and  in  fact  England  ahould  still  atp 
tempt,  with  force,  to  visit  our  vessels  there,  or  is 
push  visitation  into  search,  none  would  reaiet  it 
quicker  or  longer  than  he*  Theae,ia  brief,  ware 
the  views  he  entertained  on  the  topic;  and  oa  that 
aceoiut,  he  should,  till  some  actual  wrong  oeew- 
red  on  tbe  other  side,  vote  for  an  appropriation  Uhs 
this,  and  not  for  a  recommitment 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  Mr.  Banoa^ 
proposition,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  I, 
nays  36,  as  follows: 

YEAft-Meaan.  Allao,  Baoton,  limi,  and  Anith  «r  Caa- 
necUcnt—4. 

NAYB— Meaara.  Arcker,  Banow,  Bataa,  Bayard.  BartiiB, 
Calhoun,  Chaate,  ClaTtoo,  Conrad,  Crafta,  Crmaodeii,  CaUi. 
bert,  Darton,  E^ana,  Fulton,  Heodwaon,  HQOtiBgtoO|.Saor, 
King,  McDuffie,  Mangum,  Marriek,  Millar,  Morabead,  Pbafn 
Porter,  Rlvea,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spngoe,  Tallmadf^ 
Tappan,  White,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbory-JB. 

Mr.  BAGBY  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  pro- 
cure action  on  the  bill  permitting  the  notes  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Alabama  to  be  received  from  pie- 
emptioners,  in  payment  for  lands  sold  in  that  Slais, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  then  tahea 
from  tbe  President^  table,  and  referred  to  appro-  ^ 
priate  standing  committees. 

Mr.  SEYIBR  here  made  an  ineffectual  eflbrtle 
have  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  aathor- 
izing  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tenaea- 
see,  with  the  view  of  establishing  a  naval  depot 
and  armory  there,  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUGHANAM,  the  bUlbr 
the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad,  aad  the 
Qrand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Oompanjr,  wm 
taken  up  fox  considenition. 
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ConlifHMd  /ff  m  Ab.  2 1 . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Kevarked  tbat  this  bill  was 
lai^oa  the  imbla  at  bis  iostanoe,  with  a  ?iew  (b 
eqil>lft  him  tp  get  some'  iofonnation  from  the  de* 

raieot.  Ht  had  procared  that  informaUoo. 
fooad  that  the  departmeni  bad  yialdfld»  by  its 
dspftton  oa  the  remiasioa  of  those  daties  on  railroad 
inp,  the  gronnds  which  formed  one  poiai  of  his 
ci^jMtion  to  the  passage  of  the  biU;  «ad  if  it  was 
so  amended  as  to  strike  oat  the  seeoad  seotion,  the 
^  WQUfdd  HOI  ^tail  interfere  with  the  priaoiples 
he  had  entertaiaed,  eencenuog  the  remission  ot 
daties  i)n  railroad  iron. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  HBNPBRSON,  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  oat;  and  there  being 
no  farther  amendment  proposed,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed.  So  mnch  of 
the  title  as  relat^  to  the  Grand  Gall  Railroad  and 
Banking  Oompujr  wat  stricken  oat. 

Ob  fliptlon  by  Mr.  MBRRIOK,  the  Senate  then 
praeeeded  to  the  consideration  of  ezecatl?e  basi* 
am;  and  after  seme  time  spent  therein,  adjonmed. 

aoUSE  OF  REPRESSNTATiyfiS. 

TmrsssDAT*  Febrnary  93,  1843. 

Mr.  R.  MeCLBULAN  presented  the  seTeral 
Mlitiou  of  Maria  Bnit,  of  Hudson,  N.  T.,  and 
PPUy  Thomas,  of  Glaverack,  N.  Y.,  praying  an 
extension  of  the  widows  pension  act. 

Mr.  BOYD  preheated  the  p^tpers  of  Mrs.  Charity 
Clark,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  penaioir:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Rerolationary  Pensions. 

On  i&otion  by  Mr.  KEIM,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further  considera* 
tiott  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Schayler; 
and  the  same  having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  parsed. 

Mr.  BRIGG^  asked  leave  to  snbmit  the  follow- 
iilg  resolution: 

WlariM  til  Ittww  pstnd  by  the  Gorernor  and  Legfalatire 
OBONdl  of  Florida  are  ia  full  force,  until  diaapprored  by  Con- 
gnas:  thenfort 

tU^ohed.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadlciary  be  instract* 
ed;jorthfnth,  to  report  the  following  bill^ 

"^   "  '  hu  the  Senate  « 

ea  States  in  Conrre 
ael  wind  by  the  €k>remor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 


Be  It  tnaeted  hu  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreaentO' 
thm  ff  the  United  Statee  in  Conrreea  aaeembledy  That  an 


tmviuSrj  of  Florida,  approred  by  the  said  Governor  on  the 
Mdiy  of  March,  1642,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  ihe  future 
Biginilon  of  freenegroee  or  mulattoes  to  this  Territory,  and  for 
im  parp08e&"  be,  and  the  same  ie  hereby,  disapproved,  and 
sHan  henceforth  be  of  no  force.-  - 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  to  a  privileged 
qaenioo.  He  wished  to  mske  an  explanation 
personal  to  himself,  and  hoped  the  Honse  woald 
eitead  the  asaal  coartesy  to  him. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  the  gentleman  from 
tjUasissippi  to  suspend  his  explanation  till  the  de« 
•isiott  of  the  House  on  the  question  pendinir. 

Mr.  MBRI  WETHER  objected  to  the  reception, 
of  ihtresolntion. 

-Mr.  BRIGG^  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  PILLMORE  believed  that  the  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Judiciary;- 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  they  had  reported 
on  it 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  they  had  not:  This 
resoltttton  was  to  direct  them  to  report  forthwith. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  saspen- 
•ion  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL,  tomvoid  iheconsump- 
tkm  of  time,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
Uble.  ' 

BIr.  MERIWETHER  said  th\t  the  resolution 
was  not  yet  received. 

Mr.  PICKENS  appealed  to  the  House  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Missis^ippt  [Mr.  Thompson] 
10  ti&e  the  floor.  He  wished  to  speak  of  a  matter 
pemafcal  to  himself  and  bis  State;  and  in  such  cas<  s 
permission  was  always  given  as  a  matter  of  coar- 
tesy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  rose  and  said 
he  desired  to  take  posse^^sion  of  the  floor  but  for  a 
minalD,  on  a  matter  personal  to  himself.  On  the 
day  before  yesterday,  while  he  was  proceeding 
with  his  iMtarla  on  the  TesohiUon  of  Mr.  Ingbe- 


soLL,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Caroliaa,  (Mr.  Ratvbr.]  The  remarks 
made  by  that  gentleman  were  imperfectly  heard 
by  him;  but  he  bad  been  informed  by  others  who 
beard  him?  that  his  remarks  were  susceptible  of  an 
interpretation  which  reflected  diFparagingly  and 
injuriously  upon  the  State  of  Mississippi,  as 
well  as  upon  himself.  No  report  of  what  passed 
has  appeared  in  the  papers.  On  yesterday  the 
gentleman  was  not  in  his  seat;  and  as4ie  now 
saw  him  in  bis  seat,  he  look  the  first  occasion  to 
call  his  attention  to  this  matter,  and  ioqoire  what 
was  his  intention  in  those  remarks. 

Mr.  RAYNER  said  the  nason  why  he  was  not 
in  his  s^at  yesterday,  was,  that  he  was  detained  at 
his  room  by  indisposition.  The  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  said  he  did  not  hear  )m  (M^.  R.'s)  re- 
marks; and  be  (Mr.  R.)  knew  not  what  it  was 
that  the  gentleman  alladed  to.  It  seemed  some 
ba^-body  had  persaaded  him  that  he  (Mr.  R.) 
had  said  something  which  might  be  oonetrned  as 
personally  offensive  to  him  [Mr.  T.]  and  that  waa 
also  calculated  to  reflect  upon  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. As  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  R.  said 
he  had  said  nothing  about  her;  and  be  did  not, 
therefoie,  feel  called  on  to  express  any  opinion 
now,  as  to  the  coarse  of  that  Sute.  If  die  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  asked  this  explanation  in 
good  faith,  (as  he,  Mr.  R.,  wasbovnd  to  suppose  he 
did,)  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
he  meant  nothing  personally  offensive  to  Mr.  T. 
The  gentleman  [Mr.  T.]  had  given  him  (Mr.  R.) 
no  cause  of  offence;  and  of  coarse,  he  (Mr.  R.) 
could  not  intend  to  be  personally  offensive  to  Mr. 
T.  He  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  having  gone  oat  of  his 
way  to  offend  any  onet  withoat  canse. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  as  he  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  ezplanatien  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  it  might  be  supposed 
tbat  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  al- 
luded to  him  as  the  informer  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thompson^]  On  the  con- 
trary, he  had  not  said  a  word  to  him  as  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.THOMPSON  here  interposed,  and  said  he 
had  held  no  conversation  with  the  gentleman  from 
Soath  Carolina  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  RAYNER  replied,  that  he  made  no  allu- 
sion whatever  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. 

The  question  reenrring  on  Mr.  Joav  Camp- 
aiLL*s  motion  to  lay  Ifr.  Baioos^  resolotion  on 
the  table,  Mr.  C.  withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
^Mr.  BaiGos  to  suspend  the  rales;  and  itwasdecided 
in  the  negative— yeas  66,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

TBA8— Meaera.  Adama,  AIIod,  Bfaerlock  J.  Andrewa,  Baiter, 
Barnard,  Birdeeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden.  Brewaier.  Brifge, 
Brockway,  Bronaoo,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Cbildi,  Chiuendeo, 
Btaley  N.  Clarice,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravena,  Richard  D.  Davia, 
John  Bdwardn,  Erereit,  Fillmore,  Oateo,  Pairick  G.  Ctoode, 
Hall,  Halataad,  Uaiury,  Hudaon,  Hunt,  Joeepb  R.  Incenoll, 
James  Irvin,  Jamea,  ADdrew  Kennedy,  Linn.  BfcKaiman, 
Marchand,  Mathiot,  Ma^toCKs,  Maxwell,  navnara,  Morris,  Os^ 
borne,  Ramaey.  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolpn,  Read,  Ridgway, 
WUIiam  Russell,  Jamee  M.  Rusaell,  Saltooatall,  Banford,  Blade, 
Btokely,  Siraiton,  Tillioghast.  Toland.  Tomlinson,  Trumboll,. 
Wallace,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,-  Wlnthrop, 
Yorke,  aod  AQfuatiis  Youqc— 66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  LanUaa  W.  Andrews,  Aroold,  Arrinfton, 
Athenon,  Barton.  Bidlaek,  Bolts.  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Bmrke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Patrlrk  C. 
Caldwdl,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Oampbell,  TThomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthera,  Carr,  Casey,  Clincoo,  Coles,  Croa^  Cash- 
ine,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dea^  Deterry,  John  C. 


J.  Ingersoll,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jooes,  Kelm,  King.  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClel- 
Ian,  Robert  McClellan,  McELay,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Meriwether,  Bliller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  OwsleT,  Panridga,  Payne, 
Piekeos,  P  ope,  Powell.  Alexander  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding, 
Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rtiett,  Rigge,  Saunders,  BewelL  Shaw, 
Sheppcrd,  Bnyder,  Steenrod,  Alucaoder  II.  U.  Siuart,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  TripIett,Trottl,  Doderwood,  Van 
Boren,  Van  Reosaelaer,  Watterson,  Weller«  Westbronk,  Ed 
ward  D.  White,  Chrwtopber  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WUllama, 
and  Wise— IW. 


Mr.  WM.  a  JOHNSON  SQbmittedtfaafoUowiDg 

resolotion: 

Rmot9edt  ThBi  the  Praaideni  of  iIm  Qnitad  Btataa  eom- 
municate  tothis  Hooae  all  tho  eofrespanJaeea  taiwaan  tba  laiu- 
isters  of  the  United  States  and  the  BrttWi  Gorwnmenc,  and  the 
correspondence  and  histractions  or  this  Govemn»ent  with  sak) 
minisiara  hi  relation  to  what  has  gcikiamlty  baao  eaUad  iha 
^'Creole"  and  '^McLeod"  cases,  not  heiatofora  ogBmanioa* 
ted  to  this  House,  if  not  Incompatible  with  tht  public  aer- 
rice.         x 

Mr.  GUSHING  and  Mr.  ADAKS  simoltane- 
*oosly  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  not  yielded 
the  floor.  He  had  another  resolotion,  whieli  he 
wished  to  snbmit. 

[Cries  of  ^  The  other  resolniion  is  not  adc^t* 
ed.*'] 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  called  for  the  regalar  or« 
der  of  business. 

lif  r.  FILLMORE  said,  if  debate  was  likely  to 
arise,  he  should  object  to  the  reception  of  the  reao- 
Intion. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  objected  peremptorHy,  and 
called  for  the  rp^nlar  order  of  bosiness. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  resolotion, 
on  a  sngfestion  being  made  from  the  Speaker,  but 
he  said  he  wonld  ask  the  courtesy  of  the  House  to 
allow  him  to  make  a  report  from  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  presefi(atioii 
of  reports  generally. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  also  appealed  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  allow  that  order  of  hoai« 
ness  (the  calling  for  reports)  to  be  adhered  io,and 
the  gentleman  wonld  then  haTe  an  opportunity  to 
present  his  report  without  obstrqeting  any  other 
business. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  f  a— lUtnen  forre* 
ports;  and  many  were  presented. 

tHE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made .  a  report;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  was  a  report 
on  a  message  of  the  President  of  the  tfnited  States 
of  the  13ih  of  February  instant,  with  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanyiug  the 
same,  on  the  subject  of  the  fioances. 

He  then  offered  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  adopted: 

Reeolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmuniiy  be  ihadtd  to 
report  to  thw  House- 
First.  The  amounts  of  outstanding  appropriadona  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1841,  and  on  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1813. 

Second.  The  amount  of  arailable  meana  hi  the  iieasQiy  on 
each  of  those  days,  to  meet  such  appropriation. 

Third.  The  amount  of  means  used  to  deAvy  the  expenaea  of 
the  Goremment,  otst  and  abore  the  ordiosry  reremiaB  of  the 
GoTemroent  from  customs  and  the  public  lands,  for  the  fomr 
years  preceding  the  4th  day  of  Bfarch,  1841,  ana  for  the  two 
years  succeeding  that  time,  and  what  such  meana  were. 

Fourth.  The  amount  of  appropriatiots  which   hare  l>et» 
made  aince  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  for  anaaragea  tr  liabili 
ties  exislinc  prior  to  that  time.  ^ 
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Ftilh.  The  amount  of  appropriatlona  foMeh  year  ftom  the 
4ih  of  March,  1829,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1IM8,  azalnaifa  of  the 
public  debt  and  trust  funds. 

Sixth.  The  amount  of  the  public  debton  the4th  day  of  March, 
1841,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  Maroh,  1818. 

Mr.  PICESNS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Planters'  Bant  of  Mississippi,  and  the  Agricul- 
tural2Bank  of  Mississippi,  with  a  recommendation 
tbat  the  bill  be  not  adopted. 

He  also  communicated  to  the  House  copies  of  a 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  bill;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  rrintpd. 

Mr.  COWEN  made  several  adverse  reporta 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Ppmmfttee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  ameodatory  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen;  which» 
on  his  motion,  was  allowed  to  go  through  all  its 
stag^,  and  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  directed  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  take  up  the 
warehouse  bill  doling  the  present  session;  and. 
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wiib  that  TieWy  hesbooH  move  that  that  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  GAVB  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  FILLMORB 
both  fose  to  make  some  remark. 

The  S^EAKEA  apprised  the  gentleman  from 
Maiyland  that  his  motion  now  would  require  a 
vote  of  two*thirdt,  as  its  e ffeet  would  be  to  super- 
sede the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  nader  these  circom- 
stances,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  moved  te  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the 
further  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  788,  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
due  by  the  United  Stales  to  the  State  of  Ala-' 
bama. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  all  the  committees 
to  be  called,  before  the  gentleman  made  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  his  motion  would  require  a  vote  of 
two-thirds. 

Mr.  CHAPMNN  said  that  he  had  made  this 
motion  several  limes  within  a  few  days  past, 
but  without  success.  He  felt  assured  that,  if 
gentlemen  could  be  made  (o  understand  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  ihey  would  not  oppose 
it*,  and,  therefore,  he  would  give  a  very  brief 
explanation,  although  as  much  opposed  as  any 
member  on  the  floor  to  consuming  the  time  of 
the  House  in  useless  debate.  Mr.  C.  said  that,  by 
the  compact  between  tbe  State  of  Alabama  and  the 
United  States,  two  per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  within  that  Stale  was  to 
be  expended  by  the  Uoited  States  in  making  roads 
leadiog  to  the  State.  By  tbe  act  passed  at  the  late 
extra  session  of  Congress,  commonly  called  the 
distribution  law,  this  two  per  cent,  fund  was  re- 
linquished to  the  State,  and  tbe  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  required  te  pay  it  over — one  half  the 
1st  of  May  last,  and  tbe  other  the  1st  of  May  next. 
At  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
resolutions  passed,  accompanying  a  memorial  to 
CongrefS,  asking  the  passage  ot  an  act,  authorizing 
tbe  receivers  and  registers  at  ibe  several  land  ofl&ces 
within  the  State  to  receive  from  ihe  actual  Eetilers 
on  the  public  lands,  in  payment  of  their  pre-emp- 
tions, (not  to  exceed  one  quarter  section  to  any 
one,)  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  S>ate  of  Ala- 
bama and  branches,  to  an  amonnt  not  exceeding 
the  sum  due  to  the  State  by  the  act  referred  to  lor 
the  two  per  cent,  fond — the  State  obliging  berdelf 
to  receive  the  said  notes  in  payment  of  the  said 
fund.  The  bill  provi  ies  simply  for  canying  this 
into  opeiation. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  presumed  it  was  known  to  most 
of  the  members  on  the  floor,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  acd  branches,  belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  State,  whore  faiib  was  pledged  for  tbe 
redemption  of  the  notes.  Tbe  Legislature  of  that 
State  has,  at  its  late  session,  adopted  a  restrictive 
policy  in  relation  to  her  banks,  with  a  view  of  re- 
ducing the  circulation  as  fast  as  possible.  In  that 
spirit,  the  resoh^ns  referred  to  were  passed. 

Mr.  C.  saiAfti^t  this  bill  was  local  in  its  opera- 
tions— exclusively  confined  to  the  State  he  in  part 
represented;  and  to  his  immediate  constituents  he 
considered  it  of  the  utmost  importance.  The 
country  acquired  lately  from  the  Cherokecs 
is  densely  populated  by  industrious,  enterprising 
fiitizens,  who  are  entitled  to  enter  their  lands  un- 
der the  pre-emption  laws;  but  in  the  present  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency— especially  in  Ala- 
bama—added to  thepressue  of  the  times,  and  the 
low  prices  of  produce  and  property  of  every  kind, 
there  were  a  great  many  who  could  not,  without 
the  aid  this  bill  would  afford,  purchase  their  homes. 
By  passing  the  bill,  not  only  will  relief  be  afforded 
to  the  honest  and  worthy  occupants  and  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  but  more  land  will  be  sold,  and  an 
easier  mode  provided  for  paying  over  to  the  State 
what  is  due  by  this  Qovemment;  the  tendency  of 
which  will  be  to  reduce  much  of  the  bank  circula- 
tion, and  appreciate  what  remains. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  as  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the 

Cherokee  country  are.  to  take  place  in  April  and 

May  next,  the  House  would  excuse  him  for  the 

'^eai  be  manifested  in  pressing  for  immediate  ao- 
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tion  on  this^bill.  He  felt  confident  that,  with  the 
short  explanation  he  had  given,  the  committee  would 
be  discharged  from  the  bill,  and  that  it  would  be 
passed.  The  committee  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged by  the  Bouse. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  a  transfer  of  the  stock  held  by 
the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  corpora- 
tions of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  U.  offered  an  amendment,  which  he  moved 
be  printed,  and,  together  with  the  resolution,  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  hoped  that  the  resolution 
would  not  be  refened  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  where  it  might  not  be  taken  up,  but  would 
be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table  for  the 
early  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  objected  to  such  a  course,  and 
contended  that  tbe  resolution  must  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  inasmueh  as  it  made  an  ap- 
propriation—4in  absolute  gratuity  of  a  million  and 
a  half. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  explained  his  amendment, 
which  was  to  extend  the  provisions  of.  the  resolu- 
tion to  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  and  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal. 

Tbe  resolution  was  then  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  Senate  bill  to  alter  the  places  of 
holding  tbe  district  court  of  tbe  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  with  an  amendment: 
orderM  to  lie  on  the  Speaker^  table. 

Mr*  M.  also  made  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Antoine  Cruxat  and  others. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BAKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  repert(>d  Senate  bill  No.  135,  granting  a 
pension  to  Wm  McPherson:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STRATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
oiationary  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report. 

BRITISH  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TREATY. 

When  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  was 
called  on  for  reports- 
Mr.  CUSHINQ  rose  and  asked  permission  to 
correct  a  grave  error  contained  in  the  late  speech 
cf  Sir  Rebert  Peel.  (Cries  of  **Ne,  no}'*  and  several 
voices,  **Hearhim.") 

Tbe  SPEAKER  inquired  if  objection  was  made. 

Many  members  objected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  merely  wished  to  state 
a  fact;  and  if  leave  was  not^ven,  he  shoald  move 
for  it 

Objections  were  still  made  in  various  parts  of  the 
hall. 

Mr.  BRIGKaNi  moved  that  leave  be  given. 

Mr.  CUSQING  said  he  should  not  occupy  t'wt 
minuter.  The  fact  which  he  wished  to  state  came 
from  Mr.  Everett. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  if  the  sutement  came  from 
Mr.  Eeverett,  it  was  what  he  wanted  to  hear. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  rules  be  soa- 
pendeii  for  tbe  purpose  of  hearing  his  statement. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend;  hut  they  were  not 
ordered.  * 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  as  he  understood 
the  vote,  it  was  to  allow  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Cushimg]  to  make  a  statement,  without fiviag  rise 
to  a  debate. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  could  see  no  good  that  would 
come  of  the  statement. 

Several  gentlemen  called  for  a  statement  of  the 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  it  to  be  a  motion  to  sua* 
pend  the  mlesy  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gen 


tleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CmHnial  tomaki 
a  statement  in  relation  ta  Sir  Robert  Ped'b  speech 
on  the  right  of  search. 

Many  members:  [''No,  no.**] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  BCaaa* 
chusetts  will  rednee  his  proposition  to  writing. 

Bir.  CUSHING  said  be  merely  desired  to  make 
a  statement,  derived  from  a  letter  reojBived  from 
Mr.  Everett,  an  extract  from  which  be  would  read. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  If  it  is  a  letter  firrm  Mr. 
Everett,  let  it  be  sent  to  the  House  from  the  Presi- 
dent, officially. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing Mr.  CusHiiroli  statement,  llie  result  of  the 
vote  was — yeas  99,  nays  55. 

So  (two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  CUSHING  intended  to  read  to  the  House 
the  extract  from  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  of 
the  2d  of  February,  1843,  and  that  from  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Everett,  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
London,  which  follow,  viz: 

Extrnet  from  Sir  Robert  PuPM9pte€h, 

^'Therefore,  sir,  it  wlU  b»  mv  duty,  in  the  face  Of  tbe  paUte, 
expreaeing  deep  regret  that  there  ebould  appear  to  tw  any 
dlfierence  of  opinion  on  this  topic,  ezplkitly  to  declare  thai 
we  hare  not  waived  one  of  the  priociplee  contended  for  t»y  n^ 
noble  friend  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  in  hie  despatch  of  Decem- 
ber, 1841;  and  it  ie  further  my  duty  to  declare  that  that  dee* 
patch  baa  remained  to  the  preeent  boor  unanawered  by  the 
OoTemmentof  the  United  Statee.  I  know,  I  tUnlc,  too  well 
what  is  the  ability  and  what  tbe  keeoneea  of  a  fleeietaiy  of 
Bute  in  the  United  Statea,  to  IwlieTe  that,  if  doctriaea  ao  bn* 
portent  ae  ihoee  advanced  in  the  deepatch  could  be  qaeetkwed, 
K  would  bare  been  permitted  to  remain  fourteen  momha  im- 
answered  and  unacknowledged,  had  it  been  Uiought  wise  to 
conteet  thoee  principlee.'' 

Extract  from  adespatchfrom  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  WobaUr^ 
dated  Pebniarp  3d,  1843. 

*  *  '  "  I  attended  the  debate  in  the  House  of  CemoMoa. 
You  can  Judge  of  the  surprise  with  which  I  listened  to  there* 
marks  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  alleged  fkct,  that  Lord  Aber* 
deen's  letter  to  me  of  the  aOih  of  December,  1841,  remataied  to 
this  day  'unacknowiedged.and  unanswered.'  It  was  ackntml- 
edged  by  me  in  a  note  dated  two  days  afterwards,  023d  Decem- 
ber, 1841,)  which,  however  unimportant,  was  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Fox  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  afterwards  dmmtinlcaied  to 
Parliament,  and  printed.  In  this  note  of  ackoowledgmeat,  I 
informed  Lord  Aberdeen  that  I  should  ayail  myself  of  an  eaily 
opportunity  of  making  some  remarks  on  the  vely  ImportaoC 
topics  treated  in  tbe  letter.  I  pursued  this  course  of  an  imne» 
diate  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  note, 
with  notice  of  a  purpose  of  replying,  in  due  season,  to  its  coo* 
tents;  becauee,  being  iust  arrived  at  my  post,  I  bad  noi  recdTsd 
the  instructions  which  you  had  informed  me  1  might  kmb  ex- 
pect on  this  topic;  and  which,  ae  Lord  Aberdeen's  note  nuMiifted 
the  ground,  and  disclaimed  the  language  of  his  predacewor,  H 
was  my  duty  to  await.  Such  insuucuons  I  dionld,  no  doabL 
in  due  time,  have  received;  but,  on  the  27th  of  December,  Lora 
Aberdeen  informed  me  that  the  special  mission  bad  beeo  de* 
termined  on;  that  Lord  Ashburton  would  go  to  America  with 
full  powers  to  settle  every  point  in  diacuanoo,  including  what 
was  called  the  right  of  earcn,  which  he  deemed  the  nuM  dliB* 
cult:  and  expreMed  the  opinion  that  it  would  t>e  hardly  worth 
while  for  us  to  continue  the  correspondeiiee  on  maxun  in  dia> 
pute  between  the  two  countries;  and  remarked,  dioogfa  he  wh 
willing  to  coneidcr  and  repl^  to  any  statement  I  m%ht  think 
proper  to  make  on  any  subject,  that,  pending  the  negotiation 
that  might  take  place  at  Wasbhigton,  bo  supposed  no  iMwflt 
would  reeult  from  asimultaneoua  dtscusrion  bore. 

**Such  were  Lord  Aberdeen's  observatiena,  as  reported  br 
me  in  my  despatch  of  December  81st.    The  negociaoona  took 

Elace.  and  a  mode  of  dealing  with  and  aecdtog  tha  qtMatioB  wis 
apptly  agreed  upon,  which  made  it  uoneceaiaiy  lo  raiDine 
the  discussions  so  long  carried  on  upon  the  auliject.  In  Ibcl, 
from  the  moment  the  special  mission  was  annoonce^  I  oonaid- 
ered  the  discusaioaAt  an  end;  aod.aa  little  to  be  reanoMd  in 
reference  to  search  and  viaitation,  as  the  bonndary  or  tha  H3aro« 
Itae."' 

STEAMBOATS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Select  Coomit- 
tee  on  Steamboat  Navigation,  moved,  in  obedience 
to  a  vote  of  that  committee,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  ftirther  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  modify  the  act  entitled  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  secnrity  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  approved  Jnly  7th,  1838. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  wai 
read. 

Mr.  FILLMORl  moved  that  the  third  0eetion« 
which  exempts  steamboats  propelled  by  Ericeson's 
propellers  from  the  law  requiring  steamboats  to  he 
provided  with  fire-backets  and  engines,  be  stricken 
ont. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  opposed  the  motioD,aBd 
said  the  section  had  been  inserted  at  the  instance  of 
nomerons  petitioners. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  was  opposed  to  the  ezemptioft 
of  any  kind  of  steamboat  machinery  from  the  op% 
traiioa  of  a  law  to  whi9h  others  ware  8ab^« 
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Tbeqnestion  was  taken;  and  the  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  aeetion  waa  carried— «jie8  96,  noes  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
vsadathird  time. 

The  qaestioQ  being  on  the  passage  of  th^  bill, 

MR.  BRBWSTER  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  7ote  by  which  the  clan&e  exempting  boats  pro* 
pelled,  in  part,  by  Enceson'j  propellers  from  the 
penalties  imposed  for  not  being  provided  with  fire- 
engines  and  additional  row  boats,  Ibe.,  was  stricken 
OQL    He  wished  to  explain  lo  the  House  why  he 
thoaght  that  clause  should  be  retained.    In  the 
sommer  of  1849,  several  enterpribing  citizens  of 
his  Tillage  constructed  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be 
impelled  partly  by  sails,  and  partly  by  Ericcson's 
propellers,  for  the  trade  of  the  lakes — ^and  particn- 
larly  for  the  purpose  of  going  through  the  Weliand 
eaaaL    Steamboats  constructed  in  the  ordinary 
way  not  being  able  to  go  through  that  cAual,  these 
(entlemen,  together  with  a  number  of  other  citi- 
xsns,  petitioned  Congress  that  the  vessels  of  the 
above  description,  thus  intended  for  the  lake  trade, 
dionld  be  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  the  act 
of  1838,  requiring  steamboats  Tb  be  provided  with 
additional  t>oat8  and  fire-engines,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  intended  solely  for  freieht-boats,  and 
not  for  passengers.    In  the  year  1838,  when  this 
law  was  first  enacted,  purporting  to  be  a  law  to 
secure  the   safety  of  passengers  in   steamboats, 
he  (Mr.    B.)  was  presiding  over  an   insnrance 
eompany;  and  the  question  arose  whether  this  law 
was  so  calculated  to  eff'ect  the   object  in  view,  as 
to  authorize  them  to  diminish  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance; and,  after  a  full  debate,  this  question  was 
decided  in  the  negaiive.    The  question  was  then 
agitated,  whether  the  rate  of  insurance  should  be 
raised,  and  this  question  was  also  decided  in  the 
negative.    The  prevalent  opinion  of  the  board,  how- 
ever, was,  that  the  law,  solar  from  diminishing  the 
hazard  of  haman  life,  increased  it.    As,  however, 
the  opposite  opinion  prevailed  here,  he  would  not 
o^ect  to  the  law,  though  he  thought  he  could  show 
tlmt  it  did  not  accomplish  the  objVcts  it  had  in 
riew.    He  approved  of  the  motive  which  induced 
its  passage,  as  it  appealed  to  the  best  feelings  of  the 
human  heart;  but  while  they  were  influenced  by 
their  ieelings,  they  should  also  have  some  regard  to 
reason.    IHie   bill  required  that  the  steamboats 
should  be  licensed;  and  who   were  to  give  the 
lieensest    Why,  the  inspectors,  who  were  to  be  ex- 
amined as  to  their  qualifications  to  give  them. 
But  who  were  to  examine  the  examiners?    In  his 
opinion,  just  so  far  as  the  responsibility  was  removed 
for  those  immediately  in  the  charge  of  the  steam- 
boats, so  far  would  human  life  be  endangered.    In 
conclunon,  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  House  to  per- 
mit those  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade — 
whose  vessels  were  intended  solely  for  freight,  and 
not  for  passengers,  and  which  in  -fact  contained  no 
accommodations  for  passengers  whatever — to  carry 
on  their  commerce  without  being  subjected  to  the 
burdensome  penalties  of  the  law  of  1838.    Justin 
proportion  as  legislation  increased  the  burdens  on 
the  carriers  of  produce,  would  it  impose  burdens  on 
the  producers. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that,  in  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section,  he  had  no  reference  to  the 
commerce  of  Oswego,  where  his  friend  resided,  nor 
to  the  insurance  ofi^^s;  but  he  did  not  like  to  see 
one  class  of  steamboats  exempted  from  the  re* 
strictions  which  were  imposed  on  the  others.  It 
was  weU  known  that  all  the  steamboats  navigating 
the  lakes  were  propelled,  in  part,  by  sails,  a^  well 
as  those  which  were  filled  with  Ericcson*s  propel* 
krs;  and  that  numbers  of  the  emigrants  took  pas- 
sage in  these  freight  boats,  because  they  could 
travel  in  them  at  a  less  expense.  It  was  to  protect 
the  lives  of  this  numerous  class,  that  he  thought 
the  restriction  should  be  imposed  on  the  freight 
boats  as  well  as  the  passage  boats.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  consent  to  an  amendment  exempting 
boats  filled  with  Ericcson's  propellers,  coupled 
with  a  condition  that  they  shoold  be  prohibited 
from  carrying  passengers,  he  would  agree  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  rejected;  and. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the 
bfllwitspattwt 


NATIONAL  FOUNDRY. 

Mr  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Foundry, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  fouDdry  for  the  fabri- 
cation of  cannon  for  the  use  o(  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  State?;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
reftrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  then,  by  iosirnctions  of  the  committee, 
offered  a  resolution  that  the  House  shoold  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  above  bill  on  Fri- 
day next,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House  in  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected  to  any  more  special 
orders. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  made  a  few  remarks,  urging 
the  House  to  adopt  the  resolution;  after  which. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  rejected — ayes  83,  noes  66. 

Mr.  SUMMERS,  from  the  Committee  on  Con- 
tingent Expenses,  made  a  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC  TBLEGRAGH. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  to  test  the  value  of  Morse's 
electro-magnetic  telegraph  was  taken  up,  and, 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  passed 
— ayes  89^  noes  83. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN,  a  res- 
olution was  adopted,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  report 
of  Colonel  W.  Robinson,  the  commissioner  sent 
to  Europe  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  this  Govern- 
ment. 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  again  submitted  his 
resolution,  (which  is  published  in  aa  earlier  part  of 
this  day^s  proceedings,)  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  certain  correspondence 
with  the  British  Government. 

Mr.  McKEON  rose  and  submitted  his  intention 
to  submit  the  following  as  an  amendment  thereto: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quMad  to  commuaioate  to  thb  Houae,  (if  not  in  his  opinion 
Incompatible  with  the  public  inieresia,)  a  copy  of  the  despatch 
from  Lord  AlMtdeen  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  date  December,  1811,  in  relatioo  to  the  right  of  Tiait  of 
Ameruan  Teflseta. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

THE  TWO  HUNDRED  MILUON  STOCK. 

*The  question  on  printing  extra  numbers  of  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  on  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnsom's 
project  for  the  issue  of  |SOO,000,000  Gkvemment 
stock,  now  came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  POPS  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  fVom 
the  preTions  day)  now  resumed  the  debate.  He 
was  undeistood  to  glance  at  his  own  coarse  on  this 
question  at  seYeral  preceding  sessions,  and  to  avow 
his  desire  to  do  all  he  ooold  for  the  relief  of  the 
coantry;  but  he  considered  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entirely  impracticable. 
He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  people  to  de- 
clare that  it  could  not  be  adopted.  If  doubt 
was  thrown  upon  the  subject — ^if  any  hope  was  left 
to  the  States  for  relief  from  this  source,  it  would 
induce  the  States  to  re]az  their  exertionis,  and  give 
up  all  effort  to  pay  their  debts.  Such  schemes  as 
that  of  issuing  |300,000,000  Qovemment  stock 
might  do  very  well  ^  for  young  men  like  the  gentle* 
man,  [Mr.  JoamoN;]  but  he  was  too  old  to  think  of 
anything  so  visionary.  He  had  no  fear  of  nuUifiea- 
tion;  nor  of  a  war  with  England  in  case  of  a  non- 
payment  of  the  State  debts.  He  alluded  to  the 
present  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  large  demands 
upon  it.  It  wad»  he  thought,  di'screditaible  that  ad- 
ditionail  taxes  were  not  imposed,  in  order  to  make 
our  revenue  equal  to  our  expenditures.  It  was 
mere  delusion  to  suppose  that  the  pesent  state  of 
things— the  neglect  to  impose  additional  duties  on 
articles  now  free — could  long  continue.  He  re- 
gretted that  there  was  a  disposition  manifested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wna]  and  the 
chairnun  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  shift  the  responsibility  away  from  each  other. 
How  could  the  United  States  Qovemment  aid  the 
States,  when  its  own  condition  was  so  far  firom 
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being  sonndl  He  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  do 
all  that  could  be  done  for  the  rdief  of  the  BtatiBs; 
but  it  was  useless  to  hold  out  any  delusion  of  relief 
at  this  time. 

He  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  treaty*making 
power  o(  the  GK>vemment,  and  arrived  at  the  eon- 
dnsion  that  the  consent  of  ttk»  House  woa  d  be 
necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  any  treaty  which  had 
to  be  carried  out  by  money.  He  alluded  to  the 
disposition  now  manifested  by  various  powers  in 
E  J  rope  to  treat  with  the  United  States  on  terms  of 
reciprocity  of  trade;  and  expressed  his  opinion 
strongly  and  forcibly  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to 
send  a  commercial  agent  to  Europe  to  treat  for  the 
removal  of  the  restrictions  which  now  hamper  our 
commerce  and  navigation.  After  some  further  re- 
marks in  favor  of  his  own  prcjH  for  a.bank  to  b« 
based  on  the  public  lands,  he  concluded. 

BRANCH  MINTS. 

The  bin  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  ^'An  act 
establishiag  the  branch  minu  of  the  United  States,** 
was  taken  up,  with  the  amendmenti  of  the  Senato 
thereto;  and  theamendnMnts  were  concurred  in. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ma« 
king  appropriations  for  a  marine  hpspital  at  Oera- 
coke,  North  Carolina,  were  also  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  moved 
that  the  House  take  up  the  bill  to  suspend  the  ope- 
rations of  the  districting  law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected. 
.    Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina-  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  Honsa 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee^ 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  divide  the  military  districta 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  motion  was  rejected 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  snbmlttted  a  resolution  that 
all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  har- 
bor bill,  should  cease  at  four  o*dock  to  day,  when 
the  committee  should  proceed  to  vote  on  the  pend- 
ing amendments;  and  called  for  the  previons  qnfl»* 
tion  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man would  allow  a  little  more  time  for  debate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  the  House  might  dis- 
pose of  the  resolution  as  it  thought  proper.  He 
would,  howevert  withdraw  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  in  order  that  any  gentleman  might 
offer  an  amendment  to  extend  the  time. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  amend 
thie  resolution  by  substituting  3  o*clock  to-morrow, 
fer  the  time  fixed  m  the  resolution;  but  the  motion 
was  rejected.     

Bir.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  resokt- 
tion  on  the  table:  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  aflirma- 
tive— ajesSS,  nees  71[. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIA^Q||  BILLS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMoR,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
QiLMBR  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  harbors  and  rivers  appropriation  bill, 
from  yesterday — ^being  one  of  the  batch  of  general 
appropriation  bills  reported  by  the  Comnuttee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  was  entiUed  to  the  floor;  bat 
he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  gave  notice  of 
an  amendment  which  he  intended  to  off^r  when  he 
got  the  opportunity — the  purport  of  which  was 
tinderstood  to  be,  to  set  apart  |300,000  of  thii  ap- 
propriation to  be  expended  in  the  States  of  Ohio» 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  proceeded,  and  diieetad 
himself  particularly  to  certain  statistical  state- 
ments and  financial  documents,  to  prove  to  the 
House  that,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  the  treasury 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  meet  the«expendilnre 
which  it  proposed  to  make. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WHITE  next  addressed  the  eomait- 
tee,  and  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  gepdeman  ttom  New  York  (Mr.  BlamraBD]  on 
yesterday. 
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Ttedtobftie  vm  Ainker  oonttmed  by  Mtanu 
BAEMAaDand  aU»>lNGa 

Tbe  bmat  kmy'itg  expired  for  the  ttrmiBation  of 
debate,  the  commutee  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
iWMWidmente  propoeed* 

Mr.  TUXINQHAST  SQbmttted  an  amendmeBt 
to  appcepriate  a  snm  foi  the  survey  of  a  harbor  in 
Bleck  iaiaiid;  4»Uofa  was  aegativcd. 

Jdff.  arfiUSNRQD  offered  the  followiag  amend- 
meal;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Frrtftdtd^  TbaL  of  the  imn  appropriated  Anr  tbe  Comberiand 
■■•A,  a6i,06O  of  the  aame  riMll  be  appropriated  for  covtinatof 
Ibe  CvmberlMul  road  in  Virginia,  and  the  purchaae  of  mate> 
riaJi  for  the  conatmctioo  oi  a  bridge  orer  tbe  Ohio  river,  at 
Wheeling,  Virginia.  i 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  offered  an  ameodment,  pro* 
vi4M^  t^sitv  an  appropriation  should  be  made  of 
|3  000  for  the  survey  of  ihe  route  for  the  national 
road  from  Vaodalia,  by  Greenville,  to  Alton,  in 
the  State  of  lUhiois;  said  survey  to  be  made  under 
Ihe  dlf%6tioB  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  will 
teport  Ihe  amount  of  money  necf  ssary  to  eonstmct 
the  laM  road  from  Vandalia  to  Alton. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

A  great  variety  of  ameadiacnta  were  offered  by 
gf  ntlemen  for  the  appropriation  of  sums  to  improve 
rivers  and  harbors  near  the  respective  districts 
which  they  represent;  the  whole  of  which  were 
•mti  ved.  The  movers  were  Messrs.  HO  WARD, 
ANDREWS  of  Ohio,  RANDALL  of  Maine, 
B0TT8,  (to  improve  James  iiver«  |30.000,)  REY- 
NOLDS, J.  P.  KENNEDY,  WILLIAMS  of  Con- 
necticut, SALTONSTALL,  J.  CAMPBELL, 
60ARDMAN,  FESSENDB^^,  W.  B.  CAMP- 
B1£LL,  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  AYCRIGG,  TAUA- 
niRRO,  (|50,000  for  tbe  improvement  of  Rappa- 
hannock river  up  to  Port  Royal,  and  $10,000  for 
the  removal  of  obsiniettons  in  Occoquan  river.) 
WINTHROP,  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  TILLING- 
Bast,  MALLORY,  nor  the  improvement  of  tbe 
Dismal  SwampO  LEVY,  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 
A4YNKR,  PLUMER,  (for  the  improvement  of 
the  AUeghany  river  from  Pittsburg,.  Pennsylvania, 
to  Clean,  New  York,  #50,000,)  J.  C.  EDWARDS, 
(for  fmrlfaer  improving  tbe  .harbor  of  St.  Louis,  in 
tha  StMe  of  Missouri,  135,000,)  HUNT,  FILL- 
MORE, and  others. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating |5,000,000  for  opening  a  eommunieaiion 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  by  way  of 
thft  isthmus  of  Darlen. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  offered,  as  an  amendnent 
to  the  amendment,  #100,000  for  Hall-gate,  in  New 
York. 

Thia  amendment  was  rejealwl— ayes  #6,  noes  69. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  moved,  aaan  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  a  clause  appropriating  #50,000 
for  encloeing  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  Soaih  Cai^ 
oUna:  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  reetmed  on  the  amendment 
as  amended*  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mi.  YORKE  offered  an  amendoMat  appropria- 
ting #5,000  for  Delaware  river:  r^ected. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  committee  rise:  re- 
jected—66  to  jB. 

Mr.  WBLCBft  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Hudson  river  from  #15:^000  to  #50,000: 
rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Ark- 
ansas rivers,  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN  offered  an  amendment 
making  an  appropriation  for  Black  river,  New 
York,  and  for  Sackett^  Harbor:  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
ttidfftportthe  bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
ber^etad. 

Ailersome  confusion  and  discussion  on  points 
of  Older,  tbe  motion  was  carried— ayes  97,  noes 
75. 

ne  eommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  tiie  bill, 
WNhihe  recommendation  that  it  be  not  passed. 

Mr.  CAYS  JOHNSON  moved  that  it  be  laid 
OB  die  table. 

Bir.  FILLMORE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
jyich  were  ordered,  and  resulted—yeas  107,  nays 
87,  as  JbllowB: 


jpwwa, 


ra,  Borka,  WDliain  BuUer,  Williunj  O.  BuUtr,  JNarkk 


C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  WMllam  B.  CamptMiL  Thooaa 
J.  CamptMll,  Caruthera,  Cary,  Chapman,  Colauitt,  Crawford, 
Daniel,  Richard  D.  Daria,  DelMrryi  John  C.  Edwarda,  Ectiert, 
John  G.  Ftojd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Thomas  F.  Foeter, 
Gamble,  Gentiy,  Gerry,  G timer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode; 
Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Guadne,  Gwin,  Hall,  Halited,  Har- 
rta.  Haya,  Holmes,  Bopkina,  Hoostoo,  Hobard,  Jack,  Caye 
Jobnaoo,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jonaa,  Keim,  Lewie,  Liu 
tlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellao,  McKay,Mal- 
lory,  Blarchand,  Alfred  Marshall.  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  HiHer, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmeoter, 
Payne,  Pickena,  Pope.  Powell,  Ramaey,  Alexao.ier  Randall, 
Rayner,  Reding.  Rencher,  Rheit,  RocersJ  RooaeTelt,  Banndera, 
Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Wm.  Bmlth,  Bnyder,  Bprjcgi  Alaz* 
aodsr  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Talla^ro,  Jacob  Tnompaon, 
Trotti,  Tnimball,  Tamey,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Washing* 
ton,  Watteraoo,  Weatbrt>okj  Chrlaiopher  H.  WflHajnSi  Joseph 
L.  Williams.  Wise,  and  Wood— 107. 

NATS— Measrs.  Adams,  LandafTW.  A^drewa,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Borden,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Galhoon, 
Casey,  Childs,  Chiueodeo,  Joba  C.  Clark,  Staleylf.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravena,  Croas.  Cashing^ 
Garrett  Dayis,  Dean,  John  Edwards,  BrercMX,  Ferrw.  Fease&> 
deo,  Fillmore,  Gatea,  Oiddings,  Patrick  6.  Goede>  Granger, 
Henry,  Howard,  Hudson.  Bunt,  Charles  J.  lofisaioll,  Jamaa 
Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jamea,  John  P.  Kennadj,  Lane,  J«ino, 
McKennan^  Samson  Maaon,  Mathiot,  HatbeWa,  Mattocka,  tfar* 
iMtfd.  Medill,  Morris^  Morrow,  Olirer,  Plumer,  Be^J.  RandaU, 
Randolph,  Rernolds,  RidEway,  Rigga,  William  RqaaeU.  Jamea 
M.  Russell,  Saltunsull,  Sieenrod,  Siokelyj^Btratton,  John  T. 
Stuart,  tweoey.  Richard  W.  11iom|)soo,  xlHioghast,  ToUnd, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Van  Renaaelaac,  Wallace,  WardWel* 
lar,  Joseph  L.  white,  ThomM  W.  WWIams,  Wiothrop,  Yorke, 
angostais  Young,  and  Joho  Tovog^^. 

8o  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  a  reeonsidera- 
tion  of  the  vote  jast  taken;  and  called  for  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  Honse  adjoorn; 
which  motion  was  carried,  and 

The  House  adjonrned. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  presented  a  petition 
of  Qeorf^e  W.  Campbell,  Samuel  E.  Mcllhenny, 
and  112  other  citizens  of  Mississippi,  praying  the 
establishment  ot  a  s^aae  mail  line  between  Louis-^ 
ville,  Mississippi,  via  Macon,  in  Ibat  State,  to  Clin- 
ton, Alabama. 

Mr.  STOKELY  presented  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Bailey,  H.  B  Willman,  and  300  other  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
authorizing  an  issue  of  |300,000,000  of  stock, 
based  on  £be  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  bearing 
an  interest  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum:  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  tfaatsnbj^t. 

Also,  the  petition  of  D.  L.  Collier,  M.  Roberts, 
and  83  other  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Columbiana 
and  Jefferson,  in  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  within  thcf  said  counties:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 


INdENATB. 
FftnuT,  Fsbmary  34,  1843. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  netting  forth 
the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  people  of  that  State, 
and  adjacent  Stales,  in  coosequenoe  of  the  obstm^' 
tions  in  the  navigation  of  the  MiasisBippi  and  ita 
tribntariee;  and  asking  Coagrees,  most  earnestly, 
to  adopt  some  sjpstem  of  appropriations  for  the  Im* 
provement,  eCeetnaUy,  of  all  Ihe  great  riven  in 
the  West. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  several  memorials 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois— one  urging 
a  reduction  of  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers; 
the  second  urging  that  the  tariff  Uw  may  be  so 
modified  as  to  admit  salt  free  of  duty;  (he  third 
recommending  the  adoption  of  measnrea  for  the 
purpose  of  estabFishing  the  bonndary  line  north- 
west of  ttie  Rocky  Mountains,  in  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory; the  fourth  recommending  a  reduction  of  the 
price  of  such  public  lands  as  ha?e  beea  a  long  time 
in  tbe  market,  and  urgingamodiiicitionof  the  law, 
passed  many  years  ago,  regulating  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  remove  the  restriction  to  the 
entry  of  more  than  one  quarter  section. 

Messrs.  YOUNQ  and  MeROBERTS  made  some 
remarks,  explaining  the  ezistlng  land  laws,  the 
onerous  operation  of  the  restriction  alluded  to,  and 
urging  the  propriety  of  its  removal. 

The  memorials  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BIt.YOUNGI  presented  three  memorials  from 
tha  connties  of  Kendall  and  Lasatte,  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  the  estaUishiBcM  6f  a  mail  lonis  from 


NapierviUe  to  Ottawia^  in  that  fltaie;  whfali  mw^e- 
ferred  to  the  Commitiea  on.  tha  Bast  OSimmm^Fm 
Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  mfimim^fym^ 
citizens  of  the  Territonr  of  Wisconsin*  j^nvying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  linutjng  tbe  texn  of  ser- 
vice of  the  representatives  in  their  legtslatfye 
covacil  to  one  year;  wfateh  was  referred  to  tbe 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  petition  from  eitisens  of  Al* 
bany,  N.  Y ,  against  the  annexation  of  Ve^as  to 
the  Unhed  Gkates;  which  vas  ordered  to  He  on  ibe 
table. 

Also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Or- 
leans county,  N.  Y.,  proposing  to  Coogress  a  plaa 
for  a  fiscal  exchequer,  as  a  means  of  regulatiBf 
the  cfirrency;  which  was  laid'  on  the  tM%  m 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  from  ctii- 
sens  of  Maine,  praying  an  hicrease  of  (he  datks 
oa  imported  fish  and  lumber;  Which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  chi- 
aens  of  tbe  counties  of  Jefferson  and  Brook|$,  fM^f, 
and  the  county  of  Washington,  Pa.,  prayteg  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  fVom  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  to  Washington  borough.  Pa.;  whidi  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 


Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  oa 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  CoUowing 
bills  from  tbe  House,  viz: 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  oectain  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States  for  the  half  calendar 
year,  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  Janoary,  and 
ending  on  the  30tb  June,  1843;  and  for  the  fiscal 
year,  beginning  on  the  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending 
on  the  30th  June,  1844; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  payment 
of  naval  pensions  doe  on  the  1st  Jaly,  1843,  and 
the  1st  January,  1844;  and 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  fulfil- 
ment  of  treaty  stipalations  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  for  the  half  calendar 
year,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  ending 
on  the  30ih  June,  1843;  and  for  the  fiscal  year, 
beginning  on  the  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  1844. 

On  motion  by  Bir.  ALLEN,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bills  from  the  Honse  for  the  relief 
of  Asa  ,  and  granting  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion to  Isaac  Plnmmer. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  FensionSt 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Carey. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment.  House 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ^psying  over  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  two  per  cent,  fond  relin- 
quished to  that  State,  by  permitting  thenotes  of  the 
Bank  of  Alabama  to  be  receired  from  actoal  set- 
tlers, in  payment  for  lands  sold  in  that  Stale.  BAr. 
S.  said  that  tbe  bill  bad  beea  amended  to  eornps- 
pond  with  the  Senate  bill  which  had  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KIrrG,  the  bill  was  taken  op 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and  the 
amendments  being  adopted,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass, 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  M.  Lewis, 
widow  of  W.  Lewis;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Neale. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Commltee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bfll 
from  the  House  authorizing  an  examinatioa  and 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  also,  made  an  adverse  report  oa 
the  petition  of  Ellen  Diz,  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
naval  officer,  praying  for  tbe  renewal  of  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Coamittea  an  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  awiaJMaitj  wd 
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wllb  a  xteonimeBdalioii  that  it  da  pass,  the  hill  from 
IheJCoivt  entitled  "An  aet  to  autborize  the  eleeUoa 
or  apMntmeat  of  eeilain  officers  in  the  Territory 
of  wisconttn.'* 

Bir.  BATKS,  from  the  Committee  on  Peojiions, 
Mforted  bacl^  withooi  amtndment,  and  wiih  a 
neommendation  that  they  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned^  House  biUs  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Byrd,  the 
indow  of  Baylor  Byrd,  a  revolutionary  soldier^nd 
fioff  Hie  >reUef  of  Abraham  Vanhom. 

Mr.  BAGFBYy  from  the  Cemmittee  on  Pensions, 
reported  faMp*  irithocH  amendmeoi,  and  wivh  a 
rteommendation  that  it  do  pass*  the  bill  for  the 
leliel  of  liannah  Jenkins,  the  widow  of  J.  Jeakinsi 
deceased. 

On  motioii  by  Mr.  BfiND£RSON»  tke  Oommit- 
tee  00  Privale  lAnd  Claims  was  disebarged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  reHef«f  John  McQinnis,  a  sektier  of  the 
lal»war,   . 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Bavale  Land*  Claims,  reperied  back,  with  an 
amendmeat^  House  biH  eatitled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  1«^  represematives  of  John  Peters,  de- 


Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
snorted  baek»  without  amendment,  and  adverse  to 
its  passage,  Honsa  biU  for  the  niief  of  Gooirge 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  foUowiog  resolution; 

which  lieu  over  till  to-morrow: 

JlWihiaiA  Tiatonmn^dterMdndfeyMZt,  thehMurofmM^ 
iofihaUbelOo'dock;  and  that,  the  Miutte  tain  a  ncMi  oa 
MCh  day  firom  3  to  (T  o'elock. 

EXP0NGINO  RBSOLUnONS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  made  an  ineffectual  effon  to 
have  taken  up  for  consideration  the  resolutions 
whicbheinirodueed  in  the  early  part  of  the  ses* 
sion,  to  rescind  the  expunging  resolutions.  He 
.  made  this  effort^  in  ftoeordanpe  with  instrncttens 
from  the  I>gi8lature  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  BATES,  under  instructions  trom  the  Com- 
mittee on  PensieDei  moved  the  Senate  io'proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bills  from  that  commit- 
tee, and  to  pdstpon^ihe  preriour  orders  of  the  day 
fMUmtforpaBe. 

l%e  motiott  irau  disagreed  to. 

Oiwal  aidvetse  reports  from  standing  commit- 
tees on  prif  ato  atatims  were  taken  np,  and  <eon- 
enrredin. 

Mr.  BATaAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Mokas  Harris,  and  other  su^eons  in  the  navy, 
praying  Confess  not  to  reduce  their  pay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  EeCrenchment. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  on  tbe  table,  imder  the 
rule,  viz: 

^mlioedt  That  the  Presfdeot  of  tha  Unitad  Btatea  be  re< 
qWMM,  if  compattbla-wlth  hif  eeote  of  the  pubNc  int«re«t,  to 
commimifiate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  despatch  nsaiTed 
from  Hr.  Brereit,  dated  the  dd  of  Februanr  betant;  alao,  a 
con^  ar  the  deepatoh  of  Lord  aberdeea  of  December,  1641,  to 
theAsMrieaolSoeretaij of  Stale;  and  a  oopr  of  the  aaawer, 
\i  any,  which  waa  givea  by  the  American  Secretary  to  that 
anpitch.    « 

Thn  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
on  the  calendar,  when  the  following  bills  from  the 
House  wete  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
considered,  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  and  passed, 
▼ii: 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Hover  and  Abe- 
lailra' Guthrie; 

[Tois  bill  was  amended  on  the  recommendation 
of  Qie  Committee  on  Public  Lands.] 

The  ant  for  the  relief  of  William  G,  Saiuders; 

The  aet  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Whany; 

Ine  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Tottens 

Tbe  act  granting  to  James  Lowe  |1,000  and  a 
sectmn  of  land; 

The  act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Allen; 

(This  bill  was  amended  on  tbe  recommendalien 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.] 

The  bill  from  tbe  House,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow  of  Jacob  Wil* 
liams,  deceased,"  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whqie,  on  an  amendment  reoommended  by  tbe 
Committee  on  Pensions.  The  amendment  having 
been  iti;reed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  amendment  ordered  to  be  oBjcrossed,  and 
(be  bin  to.  ba  rea^  a  third  time«  [This  bill  was 
sbte^tttOy  passed:) 


The  Senate  bill  to  continue  in  force  tbe  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  tbe  Slate 
of  Missouri^  approved  the  9th  July,  183li,  and  the 
aet  sappleD»ental  thereto,  approved  the  dd  March, 
1833,  was  taken  up  aa  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Crawford,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  thie 
whole,  on  aa  adverse  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  who  bad  presented  the  adverse 
report,  stated  that  he  had  fallMi  into  an  error,  and 
asked  permission  to  withdraw  the  report  frtm  the 
Senate.  ^ 

Permission  was  granted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  explained  the  peculiar 
merita  of  the  case.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  HMe  hms- 
baml  of  the  widow  for  whose  ben^t  tbe  bill  was, 
lost  bis  life  in  aa  atteskpt  tp  s«ve  a  sailor  ftom 
drowning* 

No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bili^  it  was 
reported   to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  ani 


The  following  bills  from  the  House,  were  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  adverse  re* 
ports  of  commiiteesS  and  being  considered,  were  in- 
definitely postponed,  viz: 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Marsh; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindex- 
ter,  of  Kentucky; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Carter  B.  Chandler; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  Haley. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andre  Spear,  widow 
of  John  Spear,  late  an  invalid  pensioner,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  re- 
pott  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  ihe^bole. 

This  bill  proposed  to  give  a  pension  to  the  widow 
6(  a  soldier  who  deserted  from  tbe  serviee  during 
the  Revolniion.  Those  belonging  to  the  Pension 
Comnutlee,  who  bad  examined  tbe  ca.<(e,  maintained 
that,  notwithstamling  it  appeamd  by  the  muster- 
rolls  that  the  soldier  deserted,  yet  they  were  satis- 
fied, from  the  mass  of  parol  testimony  before  the 
committee,  that  the  muster-roll  was  incorrect;  or 
that  if  th6  individual  did  desert,  yet  be  must  have 
again  resumed  service. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill  maintained  that  it 
having  appeared  by  the  muster-roll  that  the  indi« 
vidual  deserted,  and  there  being  no  record  of  his 
having  returned  to  service,  they  were  bound  to 
take  it  as  conclusive  evidence  that  he  did  not  return 
to  service;  and  they  were  unwilling  to  discredit 
amnster<^oll  b^jr  parol  testimony—testimony,  too, 
which,  considering  the  imperfection  of  human  mem- 
ory, could  not  be  relied  upon  after  tbe  lapse  of  so 
many  years.  The  bill  was  defended  by  Messrs.. 
PHELPS,  BATBS,  ana  HUNTINGTON;  and  op-^ 
posed  by  Messrs.  KING,  BAGBT,  CALHOUN, 
SMITH  of  Connecticut,  and  WOODBURV;  when 

Mr.  KINO  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and,  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
being  put,  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed — 
yeas  30,  nays  19. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  repeal  of  this  acthav* 
ing  b^en  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Judiciary,  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  theCom« 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  was  then  Ukea  up  for 
consideration  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and 
the  amendments  were  read. 

Mr.  BEIRRIEK,  after  a  few  prefatory  remarks 
in  relation  to  tbe  yacillaiion  which  would  be 
chargeable  on  the  legislation  of  the  national  coun* 
oils,  should  the  l^krupt  act  be  now  repealed,  al- 
luded te  the  instructions  of  the  States,  and  regrett^ 
that,  in  oonteqiience  of  them,  he  had  to  appeal  to 
Senators  whose  ears  were  rendered  deaf  to  alj  ar* 
gument;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  declared  that» 


although  be,  too,  had  been  torbidden  \>j  ttietiLfgia* 
lature  of  hIS' State  to  utter  a  word  againsl  repeeft, 
his  duty  as  an  American  Senator  forbade  btm  m 
obey  such  instructions. 

He  aesumed  that  there  was  in  the  Senate  a*  de« 
cided  SMjority  in  favor  of  a  eommereial  bankaifpt 
liw.  When;  therefore,  he  presented  theae  amead* 
menta,  the  object  of  wkieb  was  simply 40  convert 
the  act  abready  on  the  statute-book  lata  a  mere 
commercial  bankrupt  law;  and  when  he  waa  met 
with  the  objection  that  there  was  not  time  td  iaves* 
ligate  their  merits  at  80  late  a  period  of  the  session, 
he  would  reply,  that  if  these  was  not  time,  it  waa 
owing  to  the  unprofitable  discossions  which  had 
originated  oa  the  objecting  side  of  the  Senate;  mid 
it  the  aigament  of  want  of  time  was  good  in  legasd 
to  the  amentoents,  it  waa  eqjaally  good  at  to  tha 
full  investigation  of  the  existing  necessity  for  re* 
pealing  the  law.  If  there  was  not  time  to  remodel 
it,  Uiere  was  not  to  repeal  it  The  natural  dedaa* 
tion,  then,  was,  that  the  law  should  be  let  alone,  at 
laaai  till  nect  aeasion.  B»t  the  amendmaats  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jadiciaffy  were  flat 
obnoxious  to  the  objeciioD  of  want  of  time.  The 
modi^tioaof  the  existing  law  had  been  the  sub* 
]ect  of  anxious  deliberation  with  the  Judiciary 
Committee  during  the  whole  of  the  present  session; 
and  ail  tbe  lights  of  judicial  in^juiry  and  experience 
had  been  consulted.  The  result  of  this  considera" 
tkm  had  boM  the  amendments  now  proposed.  AU 
the  evils  that  had  been  complained  of  bad-been 
done  away  with,  by  the  great  niass  of  insoltebey 
having  been  swept  away  within  the  last  twelve 
momhs;  and,  from  this  time  forth,  the  law  will 
have  to  act  prospectively.  Now,^  then,  was  Q»e  ac^ 
cepted  time  to  establish  a  permanent  commeieial 
system  of  bankruptcy,  suitable  to  tbe  wants  and 
advantages  of  a  great  commercial  nation. 

He  dMi  proceeded  to  explain  the  objecte  and 
eXMOted  operalions  of  the  varions  aaendmeals. 

The  first  propositioaisi  that  so  much  of  theex- 
isUng  law  as  relates  te  volmtary  biUikniptcy  eball 
be  repealedt  and  to  substitute  tbe  provisions  of  tha 
bankrupt  law  of  tbe  &h  of  William  IV.  Any  ia« 
solvent  may  go  belbre  the  district  court  and  file 
tbe  deckfatfaa  of  hie  insolvency,  which  aathoff* 
iies  any  creditor  to  sue  out  a  commission  of  bank* 
raptoy;  aftor  whieb,  the  proceettiegs  are  to  be  tha 
saaM  as  ia  caeea  of  invobuitafy  bankraptcr.  Tbia 
section  is  subject  to  various  coaditioDs,  all  ex* 
plained  in  the  amendment  itself. 

The  next  three  amendments  were  definitions  of 
tbe  persons  who  may  be  made  bankrupts,  and  tha 
acts  which  constitute  acts  of  bankruptcy. 

The  fiftb  amendment  relates  to  conveyances  and . 
assignments  of  a  debtor^  property,  which  are  made 
acts  of  bankruptcy. 

Tlie  remaiiking  amendments  relate  to  tbe  choice 
of  assignees  by  a  majority  in  value  of  creditors; 
the  certificate  of  discharge  by  the  same  majority; 
undivided  responsibility  in  partnerships;  regula* 
tions  of  the  proceedings  in  covurt;  and  proof  of 
debts. 

He  contended  that  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  theae  modifications  was  withj|rthe  time  which 
might  yet  be  devoted  to  tbe  subject,  before  tha 
expiration  of  this  session.  He  next  read  exiracts 
from  the  answers  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  iaquiries  made  of  the  judiciary  throagh* 
out  ttie  States,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law.  Ha 
concluded  that  tbe  States,  classed  as  they  were,  into 
agricultural  States  and  coauneroial  Slates,  were 
guided  by  their  classification  in  tbe  opinions  they 
had  expremed  on  tbe  sobject  of  repeal.  Tbe  com- 
mercial states,  chiefly  interested  in  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  a  bankrupt  law,  desired  tbe  con- 
tinoance  of  tbe  law,  properly  modified;  while  the 
agricultural  States,  feeling  that  the  benefits  of  a 
bankrupt  law  would  be  felt  most  by  the  commer- 
cial States,  and  that,  ia  the  main,  such  a  law  waa 
not  easential  to  themselves,  were  in  favor  of  its 
repeal.  This  view  of  the  agricultural  States,  he 
contended,  was  not  founded  in  correct  principles; 
for  the  interests  of  tbe  commercial  States  were 
also  tbe  interests  of  the  agricultural  States.  He 
denied  that  tbe  frauds  and  evils  predicted  had  re- 
sulted from  the  operation  of  tbe  bankrupt  law. 
The  number  of  voluntary  applications  for  tbe  ben- 
efit of  the  law  had  been  but33,8$d;  341  casee  at 
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the  iasuince  of  creditors;  50  applications  not 
acted  apon;  34  in  which  discharges  were  refased; 
the  whole  number  acted  upon  being  13,094.  Bot 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  law  had  been  felt 
chiefly  in  the  compromises  enforced  by  it  opon 
eontestioa;  debtors  and  ciedit«rs.  Qentiemen 
who  anticipated  that  500>000  bankmpts  would  in- 
ataatly  msh  for  the  benefit  of  the  law-»and  the 
ieast  calculation  was  100,000 — should  now  see  that 
when  so  small  a  number  as  33,000  applications,  in 
reality,  had  been  made,  the  indirect  bene- 
±tB  of  the  law  must  have  been  most  conclusive  in 
its  favor.  He  also  dwelt  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
letnms;  that  out  ef  19,000  cases  acted  upon,  only 
thirty  had  been  refused  their  discharge  on  the 
ground  of  fraud.  Mr.  B.  then  summed  up  his 
feaaons  why  the  law  should  not  be  repealed.  He 
also  stated  his  reasons  for  the  continuation  of  the 
law,  properly  modified. 

In  conclusion,  he  contended  that  the  repeal  of 
the  law  would  act  most  injuriously  on  the  credit  of 
the  country  abroad. 

Mr.  WALKBR  wished  to  offer  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 

And  b€  it  fwrtker  enacted,  That,  when  imy  priyate  iaeor* 
poniad  banking  compaoj  shall  fiul|  upon  preMOUnenttoiaid 
Bank  of  anj  of  ica  notaa,  checka  or  billa,  to  pay  and  redtem 
the  fame  In  apede.  Miid  falluro  raaU  ba  raearaed  as  an  act  of 
bankrupt^;  aad  the  bolderof  said  note,  cmck,  or  bill,  so  neg> 
leetad  to  bo  paid  as  aforesaid,  may,  upon  affidaTit  of  the  fiicta, 
■worn  to  fa^  siJd  iDdiridual  and  at  least  two  disinterested  wit- 
proceed  against  said  Company  as  bankrupts,  as  in  other 


I  specified  in  thU  act:  and  the  same  proceeding  shall  be 
mei  except  that  no  certificate  of  di 
riiaU  be  deemed  nece«Mry  or  proper  to  be  giren  toaoy  stocV 


had  as  In  other  cases;  except  that  no  certificate  of  discharge 


holder  of  said  compeny,  except  in  cases  where  such  stoekhold- 
•n  BHiy  be  penooally  responsible  for  the  debts  of  such  com* 
pany;  and,  m  such  case,  said  stockhholden  shall  be  discharged, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  restrictions  as  in  the  other  cases  of 
final  discharge  authorised  by  this  act. 

Mr.  Walxkr  Qbserved  that  he  did  not  wish  at 
all  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  Senate.  Bat  he 
felt  bound  to  make  the  motion,  in  conformity  with 
instructions  from  the  Legislature  of  his  own  State. 
He  bad  originally  voted  for  the  bankrupt  bill,  in 
obedience  to  instructions;  and  since  the  period  of 
ilf  passage,  the  Legislature  of  his  State  had  in- 
atrueled  him  to  do  two  things:  in  the  first  place,  to 
endeavor  to  make  the  bill  more  protective  of  the 
vights  of  creditors;  and,  secondly,  to  include  bank- 
ii^  incorporations  within  the  compulsory  provi- 
siona  of  the  bill.  The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Jadidary  Committee  wouki  accomplish  his  first 
04^^^  *>>d  it  ^^  ^  purpose  of  the  amendment 
whidi  he  had  just  laid  apon  the  table  to  effect  the 
seconds 

Mr.  BBRRlBNsaid  the  ordinary  course  was  to 
dispose  of  the  amendment*^  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee first  If  the  committee's  amendments  are 
adopted,  the  Senator,  having  voted  for  them,  can 
move  his  amendment;  if  rejected  in  committee, 
the  Senator  can  then  vote  against  the  committee^ 
amendments,  on  the  ground  that  his  amendment 
had  been  rejected. 

Bftr.  KING  said  there  appeared  to  him  no  dif- 
ficulty in  the  case.  When  an  amendment  was  offer- 
ed, whether  reported  by  a  committee,  or  presented 
by  an  individual,  it  was  subject  to  be  amended. 
He  thought  it  strictly  in  order  to  take  the  question 
upon  the  amendibent  of  the  Senator  from  Biissis- 
sippi  to  the  amendaaents  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  was  proceeding  to  reply,  when 

The  CHAIR  considered  this  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion, not  analogous  to  the  amendments  or  report  of 
the  committee;  and  that  it  was,  therefore,  proper 
first  to  dispose  of  the  committee^  amendments. 

Mr.  KING  contended  that  the  question  being  on 
the  committee**  amendments,  it  certainly  was  com- 
petent Ant  to  amend  them  and  make  them  per- 
fect 

The  CHAIR  still  considered  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  introduce  a  new  substantive  proposition. 

Mr.  WALKER  desired  it  to  be  understood  that 
he  had  no  wish  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  Senate 
upon  this  subject;  but  his  position  was  very  pecu- 
liar, for,  unless  the  amendment  he  had  offered  be 
adopted,  as  well  as  those  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, he  would  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  bUl  unconditionally. 

Mr.  CHOATB  hoped  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  would  be  printed.  As  he  understood  it, 
theobject  w«8to  reach  banks  not  payinf^  ^ede. 


as  well  as  insolvent  banks.  He  wished  to  have 
time  to  consider  the  amendment,  and  therefore 
wished  it  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  when  the  first  amende 
ment  came  up,  the  first  of  the  Senator's  amend- 
ments might  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  ^ 

Mr.  BERRIE^N  observed  that  such  a  course  of 
proceeding  would  necessarily  involve  inconsis* 
tencies. 

After  some  general  discussion  on  the  point  of 
order, 

The  CHAIR  put  the  question  to  the  Senate 
whether  the  consideration  shoold  be  given  to  the 
amendments  of  the  committee,  or  those  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  KING  explained  his  views  of  the  propriety 
of  sustaining  the  right  of  amending  an  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  EVANS  ask  in  what  particular  form  the 
Senator  proposed  to  move  his  amendments.  If  he 
chose  to  move  it  as  an  amendment  to  that  section 
describing  the  persons  who  may  be  bankrupts,  it 
would  be  perfectly  in  order;  but  certainly  not  as  re- 
gards the  first  section. 

Mr.  WALKBR,  to  obviate  all  difiSculty,  would 
move  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  4th  section. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  greatly  prefer  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  his  amend- 
ment; because,  if  he  had  te  vote  on  the  first  three 
sections,  it  would  be  on  propositions  adverse  to  the 
repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  did  not  see  how  it  would 
commit  the  Senator  to  vote  for  the  first  three  sec- 
tions, on  the  supposition  that  bis  amendments 
would  prevail;  because  he  could  reserve  his  vote, 
should  his  amendments  fail,  when  the  bill  was  re- 
p6rted  back  to  the  Senate. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  or  go 
into  executive  session-^the  amendments  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  being  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  discussion  was  continued  on  the  priority  of 
amendments  by  Messrs.  CONRAD,  BUCHANAN, 
and  WALKER;  when 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  bill  would  pass  over 
informally.  , 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  not;  but 

Mi\  TALLMADGE  soggested  that  the  Senate 
was  not  full,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  fix  an 
hour  to-morrow  for  proceeding  with  the  subject. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  there  was  an  objec- 
tion to  passing  it  over  informally.  It  might  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  postponed,  but  not  passed  over 
informally;  objection  being  made. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
till  to-morrow. 

This  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  16, 
nays  17. 

Bir.  BUCHANAN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BENTON  suggested  the  propriety  ofiakiog 
ihe  whole  as  one  amendment;  and,  to  give  time 
for  consideration,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
till  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  EVANS  took  the  ground  that  the  whole  of 
the  amendments  could  be  considered  only  as  one 
ameuiiment;  and  it  was  unquestionably  in  order, 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  first  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIR  then  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  objected;  and,  wishing  for  time 
to  consider  the  amendment,  moved  to  postpone  the 
subject  till  to-morrow  at  19  o'oclock. 

The  question  of  postponement  was  carried — 
ayes  90.  noes  16 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  in 
relation  to  so  much  of  the  army  hill  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  ten  cadets  from  the  country  at 
large.  The  report  of  the  committee  was,  that  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate** amendment.  • 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  imn,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  commuuieation  fjrom  the  Treasury  De- 


partment, stating  that  the  annual  statement  oi 
commerce  and  navigation  could  Jiot  be  completed 
in  time  to  transmit  to  Congress  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  recommending  that  power  be  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it,  and  have 
it  printed  during  tbe  recess. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  an  order  giving 
the  Secretary  of  the  Sf^nate  authority  to  receive, 
and  to  have  printed,  3,000  copies  of  the  statement 
above,  in  addition  to  the  usual  quantity. 

Messrs.  KING  and  ARCHER  objected  to  the 
printing  of  so  many',  as  useless. 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  HUNTINGTON  main- 
tained that  it  was  a  document  of  great  importance 
to  the  commercial  community,  and  hoped  9,000 
copies  additional  would  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  soggested  a  modification  of  tiie 
number  to  590;  which  soggestion  the  mover  of  the 
motion  refused  to  yield  to. 

Mr.  Walker  then  suggested  1,500  eopiet. 
This  was  received;  and  the  order,  thus  modUied, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  <em.  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  froUi  the  Treasury  DepartBBcnt, 
covering  statements  showing  the  official  emolu- 
ments and  expenses  of  the  officers  of  the  customs; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
flrom  the  War  Department,  in  compliance  %ith  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  91st  instant,  a  copy 
ef  the  contract  entered  into  by  Robert  Fulton  for 
the  couf  unction  of  certain  steamers;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  YOUNG,  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  l>efore  the  Senate  a  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  t  ansmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
90th  instant,  a  report  from  the  State  Department,  of 
the  correspondence  relating  to  the  quintuple  treaty; 
which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVBa 

FaiDiT,  February  94, 1843. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  presented  the 
petition  of  Hannah  Parkman  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Hudson,  New  York,  praying  an  ezteMioB 
of  the  widows'  pension  act  of  July,  1839. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  the  favor  of  the 
House  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into 
two  military  divisions. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  opposed  the  motion;  and  alleged* 
as  a  reason  for  its  not  being  adopted,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
was  absent 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILU  AMS  said  the  bill  was  a  bant- 
ling  of  his  own,  and  therefore  be  thought  he  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  nurse  it,  without  waiipg  for  the 
members  of  the  Military  Committee  to  return  from 
New  Jersey,  Philadelphia,  and  all  about  the  UnioB. 

The  question  was  talien  on  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fur 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  resulted— yeaa 
•3,  nays  98.    No  qnojrum. 

The  following  bills  (from  the  Senate  were  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  providing  for  holding  a  circuit  court  at 
Williamsport,  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiaiy, 
after  an  ineffectnal  effort,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bin- 
LACt,  to  have  it  taken  up  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Rail- 
road Company:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill,  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  amendments,  was  taken  up;  and,  af- 
ter the  amendment  had  been  read,  was  referred, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affair?. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  re« 
lation  to  the  arrivals  of  American  vessels  in  foreign 
ports:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  l>e  priatMl. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasuy  De-, 
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putmnl)  showinf  tba  &amter  and  coinpennlioD 
oflbaekiba  emplojed  is  that  deparlmeoL 

A130,  a  lepoTi  /rom  ihe  Pool  Office  Department, 
Ditde  in  oompliinee  Tiih  Ihe  prariBions  of  Ihe  a«l 
ofOd  Jnljr,  1636,  thowingtliB  operaiioBBof  itialde- 

Ement  for  ifaa  pMi  jttf,  both  of  «hicb  wen 
en  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed . 

lieSPKAEERaommQiiieated  ceriaia  tcmItcs 

of  Ihe  Tetiiloriai  Legislaiiue  of  WUcodbid;  vhleb 

WW*  laid  00  Uie  taUe  and  ordered  lo  be  prialed. 

MILITARY  DISTEICTB. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WIIXI&US  rcDcwrd  big  moiion  lo 

dvcbarge  ihe  CoEamiltee  of  the  Wboie  from  the 

bill  to  diTide  (he  Uniled   Stales  in'o  two   militair 

'  diatiicU;  which  motioii  was  decided  in  the  affinna- 

tire— Bfes  88,  noes  not  coonied. 

Hi.  W.  then  moved  to  take  tip  the  bill  for  con- 
aldeimiioii. 

Hr-GRANQEB  objected. 

Ur.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  RnspepHoa  of 
Ibe  rales;  which  motioo  was  lost. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  moved  to  lake  op  ibe 
bill  (No.  649)  lo  SHspend  tb«  operttioD  of  ihe  *ee- 
ondiectioii  of  Iha  act  for  ihe  tpporiiouiDenl  of 
ScpmeniattTes  amosg  ibe  several  Stales,  to  far  is 
tbe«ame  maj  afliwt  iheeleetioB  of  members  of  the 
3Bth  Congress. 

Mi.  FILLMORE  eaid  he  would  not  object,  pro- 
vided the  gentleman  would  move  also  to  lake  up 
Ibe  bill  legnlaiing  Ihe  lakJag  of  testimony  in  caeet 
of  eoD'ffited  election  B. 

Hr.  JOHN  CAUPBBLL  Mid  that  be  had  no 
otjeeiion  lo  take  up  thai  bill  wben  the  other  was 
dttpoeedof. 

Mr.  TURKEY  objectins. 

He.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  movedioanspend  the 
nlessofii  as  thej  legiided  the  above  two  bill*; 
which  motioii  was  carried — ayes  117,  noes  30. 

The  bill  SDipendini  the  operations  uf  Iha  second 
Mdioa  of  the  apportionmeat  bill  wea  then  taken 
up  aod  read. 

Ml.  JOBN  CAMPBBLL-said  that  the  object  of 
lUs  bill  was  simply  to  saspend  Ihe  operatioDs  of 
ibesecoadseciioaof  theact  for  ibe  apTwrtionment 
ot  R^raaentalivea  among  the  Eeveral  Biatea,  bo 
OirtBit  affected  the  election  of  members  of  tbe 
nut  Congress.  Piom  present  circa msianeee,  there 
was  eveiy  teasoo  to  believe  that  the  preceding 
claases  of  ibe  apportionment  law  woold^o  goiei- 
Ij  into  operation,  notwithstanding  the  load  clamor 
that  was  raised  at  it  in  varions  parts  uf  tlie  conn- 
try  at  the  time  of  ils  paBSage.  In  every  ease  bnt 
one,  Ihe  people  had  given  nneqnivoeal  evidence 
that  it  met  their  approval;  and  ibat  single  ezeep- 
doBwas  Ihe  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  be 
had  no  doubt  would,  in  time,  be  indnced   lo  snp- 

Ciu  Bat  Ihe  condition  of  things  in  New 
pshire  was  not  the  only  obstacle  to.cairying 
the  law  into  operation.  In  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
Ike  electiani  came  on  pievioas  to  ihe  time  of  the 
meeting  of  their  LegiElainie;aDd  thongh  tbeLc 
giilaiart  on  its  meeting  proceeded  almost  imme- 
diately to  divide  the  Slate  into  congressional  dia- 
Iricts  for  the  Iwenty-niDth  Congieu,  yei  the  elee- 
Iton*  for  Ibe  iweniy-eigbih  Congress  having  al- 
ready taken  place,  they  had  no  power  under  the 
cwutiimion  lo  set  them  aride,  and  oider  new 
sleMioas.  The  same  state  of  things  bad  happened 
iaHiBonri;  bat  he  was  infomed  that  a  majority 
ot  the  people  of  thai  State  were  In  favor  of  Ibe 
djatfiel  system,  and  ibn  wonld  eventaatly  adopt  it. 

Hr.  J.  C  EDWARDS  said  ihat  the  gentleman 
Via  mistaken— a  majority  of  ibe  L^siatara  be- 
lieved thai  the  act  of  Congiesa  was  nDContlila- 
tional. 

Hi.  CAMPBELL  said  that  he  would  waive  Ihat 
point  for  ttie  present;  it  waa  not  necessary  for  hia 
aignment.  Nearly  a  similar  slate  of  things  ei- 
isied  In  Hitsiasippi  a"  in  Oeorgia  and  Missoari. 
Under  ibcM  dreams  tan  cca,  it  appeared  to  him, 
ihu  not  only  sonnd  policy,  bat  josliee  teqnired  the 
punge  of  this  law,  or  one  of  a  similar  character. 
If  ibrj  tefnied  to  do  it,  Ibcy  mast  eiclade  from 
Congress  the  lepceientaiives  of  three  States,  which 
have  had  no  opportnnity  to  comply  wiih  the  pro- 
viiiona  of  the  apporlionmeni  act.  Persons  who 
had  been  elected  in  tbcse  States  tsonld  prcBant 
AemidTe*,  claiming  their  seats  here;  and  aeol> 
liiioD  in»ld  pnttably  take  place,  (nch  aa  had 


never  been  witnessed  in  (bia  country.  It  was  trne 
the  Governor  of  Georgia  had  vetoed  the  bill  passed 
by  Ihe  Legislatare  of  his  State  for  laying  it  off 
into  congiessional  districts;  bat  Uiis  did  not  weaken 
Ihe  claim  of  Ihe  people  of  that  State  to  be  rep- 
resented here  in  Ihe  neit  Congress.  It  only  showed 
that  the  Governor  had  such  a  cootrmpt  for  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents,  that  be  would  oat  per- 
mit them'to  judge  far  themselves,  whether  the  law 
was  for  their  interest  or  not.  At  the  oeit  meeting 
of  Ihe  L^islatare,  ihe  State  will  have  a  Chief 
Magistrate  witling  to  carry  the  views  of  the  peo- 
ple into  eOfCt. 

It  might  seem  out  of  place  for  him,  at  this  time, 
to  enter  into  any  argnmeni  in  favor  of  the  appor- 
tionment law;  but  he  caald  not  refrain  from  no- 
ticing a  few  of  the  Gonsideiations  which,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  ought  to  recommtod  it  to  Javoiable 
notice.  One  of  iia  most  Important  advantages  was 
the  seearing  equality  and  nniforoiity  in  elections. 
It  CO  old  not  fail  to  be  perceived  that  the  greatest 
ineqaalily  bad  hitherto  eiisled.  Thas,  a  Stale 
which  elected  by  general  ticket,  with  one-seventh 
of  the  popnlaiion  of  lbs  great  State  of  New  Yoib, 
oatvoted  i)ial  great  State  three  times  lo  on*.  If 
gentlemen  wonld  make  the  calculation,  they  wonld 
And  Ihat  every  citizen  of  New  Jersey  exeiciaed 
twenty  time*  itae  poliiieal  power  of  a  citiaen  of 
New  Yotk.  He  might  go  on  with  Ibe  illaairalion, 
and  show  that  New  Hampshire  outvoted  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  three  times  bei  population.  Gentle- 
ato  who  would  obEerve  Ibe  signs  of  the  limes, 
wo  '.Id  be  coavineed  that  ihii  was  an  evil  that  was 
gioa  r^  and  that  wonld  sooa  force  everyone  of 
the  Su>  >a  10  adopt  the  general- ticket  system. 

He  lb  -n  poiaied  oat  the  tendency  of  the  general- 
licbet  system  to  prodaee  sectional  divisions,  dan- 
gerous evin  to  Ihe  eiisicnce  of  the  Union  itself. 
The  reason  why  the  people  of  this  country  were 
the  most  obedient  to  law  of  any  people  on  the  face 
of  Ihe  eatib.'Was  simply  beeaase  they  believed  that 
they  lived  under  a  Govercmeni  of  their  own  ere- 
atian,  and  in  which,  iberefoie,  they  could  place 
coafldeBce.  But  the  nedw  operandi  of  the  general- 
ticket  system — the  nomination  of  a  ticket  at  some 
central  point  for  which  the  people  mssl  vole, 
thongh  the  candidates  were  entirely  ttnhoown  to 
then*,  ot  tbej  need  not  vote  at  all— placed  the  pos- 
sessois  of  the  franchise  at  the  mercy  of  a  central 
oligarchy;  and  thas  distrust  and  dissaiia faction  were 
oecaiioDed.  There  were  many  oiher  considera- 
tions, equal  in  importance  lo  those  he  had  men- 
tioned— yta,  even  much  greater — which  must  rec- 
ommend the  sdHme  he  advocated  to  the  American 
people,  But  as  the  subject  was  fully  discussed  at 
the  Issl  session  of  Congress,  and  as  all  those  qnes- 
tions  had  been  long  before  the  peoplr,  he  should 
allude  to  a  few  only.  The  Best  to  which  be  wonld 
allude  was  ils  importance  in  restoring  the  Demo- 
cratic principle  of  Government,  which  was  now 
entiiely  destroyed.  The  neit  was,  its  importance 
in  preserving  the  inflnence  ef  the  smalt  Stalts 
from  the  vortex  into  which  Ibe  adoption  of  the 
general-ticket  system  wonld  ingulf  them — a  crisis 
to  which  they  were  fast  hatteuing.  Farther  its 
importance  as  a  restoration  of  the  voice  of  repre- 
Esntatives,  who  were  now  entirely  silenced  by  the 
general- ticket  system.  In  addition  lo  these,  he 
enumerated  other  important  points,  and  then  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  to  puisne  a  system  of  concilia- 
tion and  compromise,  which  was  found  at  the 
foundaiiou  of  our  Oovernment. 

He  pursued  his  remarks  at  some  leegth,  and  en- 
treated the  House  to  avoid  the  rcenes  which  mast 
be  wilncBsed  at  Ihe  commeneemeni  of  Ibe  next  Con- 
gress, it  some  soeh  measure  were  notagreed  upon. 
He  then  replied  Is  some  lei>al  objection!  which  bad 
been  raised,  and  by  emineni  authority  showed 
that  this  was  not  inch  anVz  poit /oclo  law  aa  the 
Constitation  forbade.  Ha  qaoied  largely  from 
Dallam's  itpotis,  the  apinions  of  Hr,  Justice  Chase, 
and  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and  likewise  from  the 
repoit  of  the  Commiliee  of  Eleciioss,  in  which 
this  question  was  folly  discussed. 

He  conelnded  bis  remaibs  by  rzpteasing  the 
hope  that  the  bill  wonld  be  allowed  to  pass,  ud 
thereby  avoid  much  confusion  which  would  ensue 
at  the  next  meeting  of  Cufress,  aud  which 
woold,  he  thought,  tnavitiUr  Rtnl^  bom  the 


fact  ihaii  however  disposed  the  House  mighi  be 
to  repeal  the  present  law  directing  the  States  to 
distriet  their  leiritnry,  such  a  measure  eonld  not 
pass  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  obtained  the  floar,  and  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Hr.  TURNBY  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  oniha 
Ubie. 

Hr.  JOBN  CAHPBELL  asked  for  the  yraB  aikd 
Bays;  which  were  oideied. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  Ihe  bill  on  tbe 
table,  and  resnllcd- yeas  71,  Days  lU,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mhrl  Aduni,  Allen,  Bibuek,  Bmard,  BlidM]>< 
Bliir,  DovdiDSD,  Boils,  Brlgn,  Bmwn,  Janmliih  Brsn, 
Buimll,  (^othon,  John  C.  Cluk,  Blalby  N.  Cluki,  Judh 
fJoopar,  Cnriu,  Cnvrord,  Duo,  Dtbmj,  Mm  Edmrds, 
FH«ad«.  Flllfnoni,Fiini«iiiefcOD(^n,P.  fl.Oooi]*,  Q — '— 
Gnnger,  'Omii,  Hvf>H«iiT,Hopnu^Huliiinl,Huin, 


nadl,'  KiiwUrm 


Hopnui,  HubonL  Hunt,  JaiOM 
Jokn  PTkanBHly,  Andnw  Kw- 

mntn,  AIIMHindiall.  Mathlo^ 
noTTu,  Homw,  Omley.  Putrldfe, 

.  -,.-. ^.  —  ., — In  Budill.  Aluuiiar  Bandtll,  Bayou, 

Riditnj,  KIgn  /amu  H.Riimil,  Buiford.  Sheppwd,  Baj- 
dar,  BirauoB.  aumineca,  Turnfy.  tUndaiowd,  Joaaoh  L. 
Chrii.  B.  WllbsDUh  Wliiia,  Wlaitirop,  Yotka,  ted  Jalin  TaniiC 

NAYS— Maaan.  L.W.  Andnwa,  Arnold,  ArriDgioii,  Atbanao, 
Bainr,  Barum,  Beaaon.  Bidluk.  BMan,  Banna,  Brawalai, 
Aaron  V.BiawD,M|lucB[swn,Bitrln,  William  Builar.Wn. 
O.  BdiIoi,  F.  C.Caldwall,  J.<;impbalI.W.B.Caai|ilHlLT.J. 
CamptiBll. Caaay.  CIupn»n. Chiuandan, CllnUQ,  Calculi.  A. 


GoopM,  Odwbb  J^raiwum.  Croa.  DanMI,  Q.  bv*H  B-  D.  Iteiia, 
Dawadn,  Doaii,  Dolf ,  jDha  C.  Edirirdi,  Bgbtn,  EVaraii,  Finlt, 
Jolin   O.  Flofd,  Qunble,  Qanur,  Oenj,  Oiloar,  Orabaoi, 


fliWIaa,  awm,  BaliUd,   Harris, 


Mad,  HanH  Ritlmm,Bvtck,  Boaaoa, 
Uinraoll,  Joapb  BTliieanait,  William* 
in  W.  Jooaa,  buc  D.  Jonas,  Lain,  Lawla, 


LHUafldd,  Lowall,  Atmtiam  >ic(;ial1ui,  Ralxn  Mrblallan,- 
McKaon,  Halhiry,  Harcnand,  Muhawa,  HaTOsr*,  Mhckall, 
Hoon,li<n«*il.Naw— '  "" —  "-^ " " 


^lllag' 


V.  Wllllami,  Joaaph  L.  WlUlanw, 


, ,. -.  H.  BlBSii,  Jobo  T.  eiMn,BBB 

ui,  Tallirsm,  John  B,  Thonpaon,  JaoobTbHiip"'  '^'"- 
haat,  Tolaod,  Toraliuan, .  Tnal,  Van  Baran,    t 

law.   Waul,    Waalilnniiii,  W» "      -       ■ 

Edmril  D.   Whiia,  TJioaTw.  V 

Wlaa,  Wood,  ud  ALfualiuyabut— im. 

The  qnesiion  lecurriog  on  Ihe  motion  for  the 
previous  qaestion, 

Hr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  rose,  and  respeotfnllr 
requested  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Fillhoke]  to  withdraw  the  previoas  question  for  ■' 
few  moments.  Hr.  C.  said  bis  fnend  fromSoutb 
Carolina  [Mr.  CjiMrscLL]  had  assumed  to  lake  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  to  task  here,  for  an  official  act 
performed.  He  (Hr.  C.)  woald  be  happy  lo  have 
an  opportunity  to  put  bis<riend  from  Sonih  Caro- 
lina r^ht  in  this  as.iumpllon,  and  to  enable  him  lo 
entertain  some  jasl  views  of  State  ri^ts- 

Ur.  FILLHORE  refused  to  withdraw  the  pre* 
vions  fueslion;  Ibe  call  for  which  was  sustained, 
and  tbe  main  qaeslion  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  engroesmanl; 
and,  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  FILLUORE  called  the  previom  qnettioa 
on  tbe  passage;  which  was  sustained. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulled— 
yeas  90,  nays  91,  as  follows: 


1 


CONGfiESSfONAL  OLOBKi 


Mr.  H0XJIil|38  then  obserred  that  he  was  one 
of  tho6e  who  believed  that  righteousness  ezalteih 
m  ofttion.  He  would,  therefore,  mo?e  that  the 
House  resoWe  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  take  n|^  the  French  spoliation  bill,  and  do  jns- 
liee. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moyed  a  reconsideration  of  the 
TOte  jast  taken,  on  rejecting  the  bill  to  sni^pend  the 
operations  of  the  apportioniaeat  act,  and  mo?ed 
the  pre?ioo8  qnestion  on  the  motion.  Mr.  M. 
however,  withdrew  the  motion  at  thereqnestof 
Bfr.  WISS,  who  promised  to  renew  it,  after  ma- 
king an  explanation. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  voted  for  the  bill  fixing 
Ike  ratio,  of  representation,  beesnse  he  beliered 
that  it  was  aecessarj,  and  ought  to  pass,  and  he 
did  so,  thotigh  he  believed  that  the  second  section 
was  a  nullity,  and  would  be  set  aside  by  the  next 
Congress.  Now  this  bill  proposed  to  repeal  the 
^totion  of  a  law,  which  he  believed  to  be  a  nullity; 
and  for  him  to  vote  Jbr  it,  would  be  to  declare  that 
he  believed  that  section  to  be  operative.  With  this 
OKpIanatioB,  he  would  renew  the  motton  for  the 
previous  question. 

Itie  previous  question  was  then  sedonded,  and 
the  maia  question  ordered;  when 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  qnestion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  in  yeas  93,  nays  100,  as  follows: 

YBAS^MofK  AlDold,  Arrinfflon,  Atfaarton,  Batton,  Bee- 
ma,  Bidlack,  Boideo,  Bowaa^  Brewsiar,  BrigR%  Amioa  V. 
BiowiH  Chwrlw  Irowa,  Bofke,  WiIUmd  BoUet,  Wm,  O. 
BttUfr,  Patrick  O.  CaldwelL  Jokn  Campbell,  William  & 
Campball,  Caaty,  CliatMk,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Coweii, 
CnuMtoo,  Cfoaa,  Quahiag,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  JJaria,  Daw- 
■00,  Doui  Doig,  Fentia,  John  6.  Flojd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd, 
GaoabJe,  Gerry,  Qilnar,  Ctoggin,  Guaiioe.  Halated,  Harrla, 
HaaOngi^  Holmea,  Hoicki  Houatoo,  llabaid,  Hancer,  Charlea 
J.  logeiBoll,  iaek,  John  W.  Jouea,  Keim,  Llttie6eia,  Lowell, 
Roben  McClallai^  MaUory,  ThMiiaa  F.  Maralian,  Alitchell, 
Moore,  Newhard,  Farmeniar,  PAype,  Pickena,  Pinner,  Red- 
iQgi  RMBher,  RepDlda,  Ahatt,  Rto,  Rooaevelt,  Sanfbrd, 
Bauadera,  Shaw,  SUakli,  WilllanaSmith,  Snyder,  Btofeely, 
Alaowider  H.  H.  Btuart,  Buoiter,  Talialerro,  Jacob  Tbomp- 
■OD,  TflHngbaat,  TroUi,  Van  Buren,  Van  ReiiBaelaeriWal- 
lacai,  Ward,  Watteraoo,  Weatbrook.  Edward  D.  white, 
Thonaa  W.  WUttama^  cairiaiopher  H.  Willjama,  and  Wood 


J  NATB-^Meana.  Adama,  Alien,  Landafl*  W:  Andrewa,  & 
.Andrewa,  Aycrtag,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bamaid,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardaum,  Boua,  Broakway,  Brooaoo,  MilUMi  Brown, 
Jaremlah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun.  Caiaibera,  OhlJda,  Chic- 
tendtei,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cra* 
Tena,  Crawford.  GaireCt  Davla,  Deberrr,  John  Edwards, 
John  C.  Edwaroa,  Brarett,  Feawnden,  Fillmore,  Thomaa  F. 
Foaier,  Oiddinn.  William  O.  Qoode,  Qordon,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Green,  Euul,  Hay*,  Henry,  HopkiD*,  Howard«Hud8on, 
Hint,  Joaeph  R.  logeraell,  Jamer  Irrin,  William  W.  Irwin, 
Jamea,  laaac  D.  Jenea^  John  P.  Kenne<hr,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
King,  Linn*  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeonao,  Al- 
firMf  Marahall,  Maillot,  Mattocks^  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meri- 
^^atliar,  Morgan,  Morria,  Morrow,  Oaborne,  Owaley,  Pope, 
Powell,  Bamaay,  Ber^jamin  Randall,  Alexander  RandaU, 
Randolph,  Bayner.  Ridgway,  William  RuaadI,  Jamea  M. 
Huaaell,  Balienstall,  Bheppera,  Bteenrod,  Stratton,  John  T. 
Btoart,  Sommera,  John  B.  Tbompaoo,  Toland,  Tomllnaon, 
T^dplett.  Tnmw,  Underwood,  Waahington,  WeHer,  Joaeph 
li.  while,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winihrop,  Wlae,  Aogoatua 
Toong,  and  John  Toang— 100. 

So  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  rejected. 

Mt.  GWIN  said  that  he  was  temporarily  oat  of 
the  hall,  on  business,  when  his  name  was  called. 
Be  Was  aaxioiis  to  Yote  for  a  reoonsideratiomof 
the  vote  rejectiiig  the  ball. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  if  there  was  no  ol^tton, 
the  centlematt  conld  yote. 

Mr.  BRONSON  objected^ 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnced  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elec- 
tions, and  for  other  purposes,  to  be  now  in  order. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moyed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  orders 
ed;  8Bd,  beiagi  taken,  resoKed— yeas  86,  nays  110, 
as  follows: 

YBAfr— Maaan.  Antegton,  Atharion,  Beesoq,  Bowna,  Brew- 
atec.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Burke,  William  Builer, 
William  O.  BntUr,  Patrick  C.  Caklwell,Oary,  Clinton,  Colea, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Otoaa,  Cuahiof ,  Daniel,  Rtehard  D.  Dari9, 
Dawaon,  Doan,IKyg,  John  C.  Bdwarda.  John  G.  Floyd,  Gerry, 
GogKin,  WiUian  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  GuaUne,  Gwin,  Uarria, 
Haattnga,  Haya,  Holmea,  HopUna,  Houck,  Houaton,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Charlea  J.  Incenoll,  William  W.  Irwio.  Gare  John- 
aon,  John  W.  Joaea^  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewia,  Llule- 
field.  LowaU,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay. 
MaUofy,Marchand,MathewB,Medfl1,  Miner,  Newhard,  Oliver 
P^yna,  Piokea^  Plnmer,  Pop^  Raid,  Redtng,  Reynolda,  Rhett, 
Rigga,  Roooeralt,  Anikwd,  Baundera,  Shaw,  ShfoldisPbyder, 
Bieanrod,  Buaater.  Jaeolf' Tbompaon,  Trotti,  Tnmey,  Van 
Bnan,  Ward,  Wattenon,  WelW,  Weatbrook,  WiM,  and 
Wpoo   06, 


NAYB— Meaara.  Adama,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrewa,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrewa.  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardinan,  Borden,  Sotts,  Brig^s, 
Biockway,  Bronsont  Milion  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Caruth- 
era,  Caaey,  Childa,  Chittenaen,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen,  Oranaton,  Crarena.  Crawford,  Garrett 
Da^ia,  Deberry,  John  Bdwarda,  Everett,  Feaaeoden,  Fillmore, 
Thoa.  F.  Foeter,  Gamble,  GeDiry.  Giddioga,  Pau  ick  G.  Goode, 
Graham,  Granger,  Hall,  Halatea,  Henry.  Howard,  Hudaon, 
Hunt,  Joaeph  R.  Ingeraoll,  Jamea  frvm,  Jamea,  baac  D. 
Jenea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  lann,  McKennan.  Matliiot, 
Maitocka,  Biaxweil,  Maynard,  Meriwether.  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  (Mborne,  Owaley,  PowelL  Ramaey,  Benja- 
min Randall,  Alexander  RandaU,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway, 
William  Ruaaell,  Jamea  M.  Ruaaell,  Saltonetiall,  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  B.Stuart,  John T.  Stuart, 
Summera,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompaon,  Tillinghut,  Tolaod, 
Tomlinaon,  Tripleit,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Wallace,  Waahington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joeeph  L.  White, 
Thomaa  W.  Williama,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  W}nthTop,  Yorke, 
Auguatoa  Toung,  and  John  Tonng~110. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

.  Mr.  HAL8TED  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  make  it  precisely  like  the  bill  passed  at  the 
last  session,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  and  it  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  recurred  on  its 
passsge,  on  wliich  Bir.  FILLMORE  mo?ed  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  WELLBR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  paesage  of  the  hill,  which  he  said  had  been 
harried  through  in  such  profound  silence,  that  they 
scarcely  knew  what  it  was.  [Loud  cries  of  **0h, 
it's  the  bill  which  Captain  Tyler  pocketed  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session;*'  and  counter  cries  of 
**WeI],  as  there  are  not  ten  days  of  the  session 
lemaining,  he  may  pocket  it  again.*']  ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  resnlted^yeas 
105,  nays  83,  as  follows: 

TBaS— Meaara.  Adama,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrewi^  fiQier- 
lock  J.  Andrewa,  Arnold,  Aycngg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botta,  Brigga,  Brock- 
way,  Bronaon,  Milton  Brown^eremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Cal- 
houn,  William  B. Campbell, Thomaa  J.Campbell,  Camthen, 
Caaey,  Cbilda,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Claik,  Sialey  N.  Clarke, 
Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranaton,  Cravena,  Crawford  Qarratt 
PaTis,  Debeiry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Peaaenden,  Fillmore, 


Maaon,  Hathlot,  Mattocka,  Mkxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Moigan,  Morrow,  Oaborne,  Owaley,  Powell, 
Ramaey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  Ridgway.  William  Ruasell,  Jamea  M.  Ruaaell,  Sal- 
tonatall,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Btuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summera,  Taliaferro.  John  B.  Thomp- 
aon, Tillinghaat,  Toland,  Tomlinaon,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Waahineton,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joaeph  L.  White.  Thomaa  W.  WiBiama,  Chriatopher  Wil- 
liamiu  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Torlce,  Auguatua  Young, 
and  John  Young— 105. 

Nays— Measra.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeaon,  BIdlack, 
Bowne,  Brewater,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Burke, 
William  O.  Bmler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell, 
Cary,  Clinton,  Colea,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cnahing.  Daniel,  Rich- 
ard D.  DaTia,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Egbert,  Ferria,  John  O.  Floyd, 
Thomaa  F.  Foater,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Goggin,  wniiam  O.  €}oode, 
.Gordon,  Guatine,  Haatinga,  HolmeajUopkina, Houaton, Hub- 
ard, Hunter.  Cbarlea  J.  Ingeraoll,  William  W.  Irwin.  Care 
Johoaon,  John  W.  Jonea,  Keim,  Lewia,  Uulefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  MoCletlan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Bfallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marahall,  Matbewa,  BCediU,  Mil- 
ler,  Newhard,  OliTer,  Partridge,  P^ne,  Plumer,  Pope,  Rey- 
nolda, Rhett,  Rigga,  Rooaevelt,  Sanford,  Saundera,  Shaw.  Wij- 
liam  smith,  Snyder,  Sterarod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thomp. 
aon,  Trotti  Tumey,  Ward,  WaUeraon,  WeUer,  Weatbrook, 
Wi8e,andWood— 61 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  rose  and  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  iiself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

After  mnch  confusion,  and  a  yariety  of  qnes* 
tions  of  order,  the  motion  io  go  into  committee 
was  pat,  and  carried;  and  B&.  FESssirDBif  took 
the  chair. 

Mr.  QWIN  moved  to  take  up  Senate  bill  to 
refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Qeneral  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  proposed  to  take  up  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  permit  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  this  bill,  in  order  that  a  vote 
might  be  taken  upon  it  in  the  House.  He  did  not 
desire  to  discuss  ii^  He  wanted  action,  and  he 
hoped  action  would  be  had  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  would  not  object  if  it  did 
not  lead  to  discussion;  otherwise  he  must,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  press  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  to  discuss  the  bill 
for  the  relief  oi  Qen.  Jadmoa. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  taa  point  of  order.  Do 
not  the  appropriation  bills  lit ve  preeedeneai  ef  al 
others  for  consideratioii  in  Committee  of  flie 
Whole. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  they  had; 

Mr.  GWIN  inquired  wheiber  UTOte  woald-Bar 
be  taken  upon  his  motion  to  take  up  first  ibe  bill  la 
refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jati^ii. 

The  CHAIR  decided  not. 

Mr.CUsaiNG  named  the  bill  to  exeeala  itm 
treaty  of  Washtngton. 

Mx.  WINTHROP  named  the  Ughl-Iiofise  biU. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  named  the  bill  aUowiag 
certain  drawbacks. 

Mr.  MEDILL  named  the  Senate  bill  for  tlieaa- 
cupation  of  Oregon. 

The  CHAIR  read  the  75th  rule  of  the  Ho«se; 
according  to  which,  general  appropriation  bills  an 
,to  have  preference  over  other  btll^  unlese  a  aa- 
jority  of  the  committee  should  otherwise  ordar. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  ckiplomatit 
appropriation  bill,  and  it  was  carried^— ayes  85^ 
noes  52. 

CIVIL   AND   DIPLOMATIC  APPR<»»RIA- 

TION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  tlMC  elvft 
and  diplomatic  service  of  the  United  Stated  for  the 
fiscal  year,  beginoiog  June  30,  1843,  to  the  30tb  of 
June,  1844,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr*  G.  DAVIS  ofifered  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  additional  clause  to  the  appropriation 
for  books,  maps,  dbc,  for  the  State  department: 

For  the  payment  of  all  claims  which  T.  Allen  haa  aflalnal  the 
United  Biateafor  printing  20  QUO  copies  of  the  Coraptodiuin  or 
Abridgement  of  the  dtzih  Ceoaua  by  ooanitea  acid  priiMi|kal 
towna;  together  with  the  tablea  of  apportionme<|it,aa  prepared 
at  the  State  Department  for  the  use  of  Coogreas,  the  sum  of 
tlS,849  64;  and  for  the  payment  of  alt  claima  which  Bhir  A 
IU?ea  Itave  againat  the  Unhed  Statea  for  prfaMing  lOflOOeof^  of 
the  aame  document,  #8,921  82. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  on  the  sqbjeol  of  tie 
printing  of  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth  OeoiiSft 
and  it  was  read. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  neat.  oms. 

When  the  clause  making  an  appropnation  for 
the  surveyor  general  of  Iowa  was  read-- 

llr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  offered  an  amendmeM, 
providing  that  the  said  surveyor  genen^l  shall  re* 
side  within  the  district  for  which  he  is  aurvejor 
general,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  Ae  said  oficew 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  he  offered  the  amendmeat 
which  he  bad  just  sent  to  the  Chair,  under  a  sol* 
emn  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  to  tlie 
public  service.  He  had  no  personal  ill  faeliaf 
towards  the  present  incumbent  to  gratify.  Bit, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  D.)  the  absence  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent, .General  James  Wilson,  from  his  poat^ 
has  been  so  frequent,  and  so  long  protraetedv  as  la 
call  aloud  for  remedy  or  redress.  It  has  beaa  not 
only  ibo  subject  of  animadversion  in  the  pnbUe 
press  of  the  Territory  and  of  tlie  country;  bot,  air, 
it  has  been  brought  to  my  attention,  as  Delegata, 
in  numerous  letters,  from  gentleman  of  the  highest 
respectability,  residing  in  the  town  of  Dnb«qua— 
where  the  office  is  by  law  located — and  in  that  ti- 
elnity.  One  of  these  letters  (said  Mr.  D.)  I  wiU 
send  to  the  Chair,  that  an  extract,  which  I  hMw 
marked,  may  be  read,  for  the  inforiMtioQ  d  tlia 
House.    The  extract  is  as  follows: 

IhTBu^TTB,  Iowa  Tsbbitqit, 
December  18,  ▲.D.  IMS. 

DbabSdu  iTeoloretotroubleyoiion  aanlrieet  tbathaate* 
come  one  of  general  complaint.  I  refer  to  the  Jaw  of  Cengi(iaa> 
eatabUahlng  the  aurveyor  general's  oflke  for  Wiacondn  and 
Iowa.  There  is  no  proYiaion  in  that  act,  requiring  the  aor^ 
▼eyorganeFal  to  rewde  at  the  place  where  he  ia  to  beep  Ma 
ofSce;  the  cooaequence  iiu  that  the  preaent  incumlMoi,  Jamaa 
Wtlaon,  esq.,  reaidra  with  hia  family,  about  two  Uionaand 
milea  hence:  and  the  oonaequence  of^tliai  ia,  that  out  of  t§a 
twenty  montiia  he  haa  enjoyed  the  emoluBeotaof  dkal  oiflMt 
he  haa  not  been  here  air  montha.  all  counted.  If  thia  ia  not  an 
outrage,  then  I  know  not  what  la.  When  Bfr.  Ellia  and  Gen- 
eral Jonea  had  the  oflice,  they  were  obliged  to  have  their  i«-* 
ideoce  al  thia  place.  I  have  not  the  leaat  doubt  bm  thai  Cn- 
greas  intended  that,  by  locating  the  office  here,  it  alao  intended 
the  incambent  ahould  be  located  in  the  aame  place;  but  the  in* 

?;enoity  of  aome  folka  ia  a  caution.  Here  ia  one  apectaMHK  by 
ocating  tbe  office  here,  meaoa  that  the  office-holder  may  »• 
aide  two  thouaand  milea  off.  I  think  you  would  have  no  diM* 
ficulty  in  getting  an  amendment  to  mat  law,  ao  aa  to  rM]uir, 
the  incvmoeat  to  reaide  here  totth  hit  ftamig^  if  ha  haa  my 
aa  wall  aa  keep  hia  office  here.  Yon  muat  be  vary  rfarnflil  in 
framing  the  amendment,  or  Yankee  cuniilng  will  ^at  taaKittar 
,pfit.  !>maYaakaBniyMlf,lwldt>afaiflDatiliM^^ 
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tMfOcA  iilffeHMAled  office  Mekeai,  and  broken  down  pol- 
iOdiMi  pJftjloff  0ueh  gABMS  with  Western  good  ntuiie. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  inqaired  who  wts  the  writer 
of  tbe  letter. 

Blr.  OODOB  replied  thai  ke  did  not  wish  to  gWt 
the  Bame  of  his  eorrespondeDt,  his  peimission  to 
do  80  ftot  haviDg  beea  given  in  the  letter;  bnt  he 
would  tell  the  gentleman  fit>m  New  York,  that  he 
(Air.  O.)  endorsed  the  statements  conuined  in  tlua 
letter.  So  te  «i  they  related  to  tbe  sorreyor  gen- 
eialf  aad  for  what  be  said  and  done  in  reference  to 
this  JWUtir^  be  was  ready  and  willing,  at  any  time» 
t#  bold  himself  penonally  or  in  any  oiher  way 
aeeoantable  to  General  WilsoB»  or  any  of  his 
friende,  here  or  elsewhere. 

Jfr.  D<  said  he  woald  also  read  to  the  House  an 
editorial  aniele  wliich  appeared  in  tbe  ''Miner's 
Bipresa,"  of  the  S4ih  of  No?ember  last,  (a  news- 
paper  piblishM  in  the  town  of  Dahnqne,)  strongly 
eeademnatoiy  of  the  conduct  of  this  pnbli^  fnnc- 
tiooaiy,  etery  word  of  which  he  beliered  was 
BtBctiy  true. 

Mr.  D.  oommeneed  to  read;  when 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected.  He  contended  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  introdnce  newspaper  artiol« 
of  tbie  cbaraeter.  He  knew  bnt  little  of  this  sarf 
veyorgeftetal^  or  of  tbe  maoner  in  which  he  had 
dtsebaiged  the  doties  of  his  ofBee;  bnt  he  would 
say,  that  be  tbonghi  he  sbonld  no  more  be  required 
to  keep  bis  fattiiy  in  the  Territory,  than  shoold  a 
mtmkv  of  OoBgre»  be  required  to  bring  bis  fam- 
ily to  Washington  with  bias. 

Mf.  DODGlB  naid  that  the  gentleman  was  argu- 
iag  under  a  misapprehension.  His  amendment 
did  not  require  the  snnreyor  general  to  Icfep  his 
fasuiywSfh  him,  bnt  simply  to  r^ide  in  the  district 

Mr.  p.  said  that  be  was  nnwilling  to  take 
up  tbe  tihie  of  tbe  Hoose  in  the  diseussioa  of  this 
subject;  bat  if  there  iraa  to  be  opposition  to  has 
imradment,  be  wished  to  show,  by  reference  to 
tbe  date  of  ike  annual  report  of  this  surveyor  gen- 
eral^ that  it  was  not  received  until  late  in  Janaary, 
owing  to  hie  abaenoe;  when  it  should  have  been 
hoe,  ready  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  the  com* 
jnenct  ment  of  the  session. 

[Here  there  was  a  general  cry  over  the  Hotise, 
"AgHftdl  tec's  righu  We  will  adopt  your  amend* 
aeaL»] 

Tbe  qnestiott  was  then  takeni  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agr^d  to. 

Mr.  MSRIWETHBR  moved  to  strike  out  the 
item  ''for  coaspensation  of  the  secretary  to  sign 
pttcnis  for  ipahlie  lands,  |1,500.** 

Mr.  MBDILL  and  Mr.  WELLEK  opposed  the 
aieiioB  tofirtkeout. 

Mr.  BR0N80N  advocated  the  motion^  and  the 
tuasfer  of  tlie  duties  of  that  ofltoe  to  some  existing 
clerk  in  the  departments,  rather  than  leaving  them 
to  be  discharged  by  a  secretary  of  executive  «p- 
peiatmeat  (at  preseat  Mr.  Robert  Tyler.) 

Mr.  TILLimeHAST.Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Mr.  FILLMORB,  Mr.  WARP,  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Mr.  HUNT,  Mt.  PROFFTT,  and  Mr.  WIBE,  con- 
tinued a  conversation  in  relation  to  the  propriety 
of  making  tbe  change  now  proposed  for  some  time 

Mr.  ifiBRIWETHBR  addressed  tbe  committee 
in  favor  of  his  motion,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  thoee  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  and  Mr.  ARNC^D  fbllowed 
in  advocacy  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priatioD. 

Mr.  AI>AMd  addressed  the  committee  for  same 
time^  giving  hir  testiasoay  against  bill  548,  aad  also 
Bgainai  the  iMiion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  the  President's  secretary. 

Mr.  WBLLBR  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  aaotiMi  was  refected — ayes  $1,  noes  71. 

After  none  remarks  from  Messr*.  BRONSON, 
aad  COOPBB  of  Georgia,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  41, 
aoes87t 

On  aiotiaa  by  Mr.  WELLER,  tbe  committee 
ibea  rose;  and 

Hie  House  adjommed. 


IN  SENATE. 

SATcansT,  February  35, 1843. 
On  aaotioa  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  reading  of  tbe 

"wiU^ 


Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  paes,  the  bill  from  tbe 
House,  making  an  appropriation  to  test  tbe  prac- 
ticability of  establishing  a  system  of  electro-mag- 
netic teles  rapbs  for  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment. 
House  bill  entitled  "An  act  amendatory  of  the  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  sick  and  ^Ksabled  seamen;"  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  above 
bill  Was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
considered,  and,  there  being  no  amendment,  it  was 
reported  to  tbe  Senaet;  and,  according  to  order,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  H.,  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  Hoose  bill  en*, 
titled  "An  act  for  the  better  security  of  tbe  lives 
of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,"  approved  July  7th, 
1838. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Clarims,  made  adverse  reports  (which  were 
order^  to  be  prhited)  on  the  petitmn  of  tbe  legal 
representatives  of  Obas.  M.  Thruston,  an  officer  of 
the  Revolution,  praying  commtftation  pay;  and 
tbe  petition  of  the  heils  of  William  Williams,  a 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for 
commutation  pay;  and  the  peiitipn  of  the  heirs  of 
Brighton  Payne,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  for  the  allowance  of  half  pay. 

Also,  f^om  the  same  committee,  nudffan  ad- 
verse report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  on 
tbe  bill  from  tbe  House  for  tbe  reHef  of  Sylvia  Un- 
derwood. ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY, 

Reaotvtd^  Tbat  the  PrMddent  1m  requested  to  communicate 
to  tbe  donate,  at  tbe  commeoeement  of  the  next  eeadon  of  Con* 
grett,  a  aiaiemeni  abowiDg  tlie  Mmual  amomt  of  the  appropria* 
lions  for  the  support  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  from  toe  com- 
mencement of  such  appropriatloos  to  the  present  time;  also, 
the  aoDual  number  or  recs^)tored  Africans  who  hare  had  tlie 
beoef&i  of  such  appropriations;  also,  tbe  number  of  such  recap* 
tured  Africans  now  in  the  Liberia  colon/;  also,  the  manner 
and  form,  and  by  what  agents,  and  at  what  expense,  the  money 
so  appiopHated  lias  been  appHed  to  its  object,  and  how  aceooot* 
ed  for;  also,  a  copy  of  the  accounts  showloc  the  expenditure  of 
such  money  for  the  year  1842,  if  rendered  for  that  year;  and  If 
not,  then  for  the  last  year  for  which  such  accounts  may  liare 
been  rendered;  aod  whether  th^e  is  reasoo  to  beUere  any  ottier 
than  recaptured  Afiricans  receive  any  benefit  from  said  approh^ 
priations.  -^  ^m 

Several  adferse  reports  of  standing  committetp.^^ 
on  private  claims,  were  taken  up,  and  coocurred 
io. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Bkntom  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to,  viz: 

Retobfed,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  be  i«^ 
quested,  ircompatible  with  his  sense  of  the  public  interest,  to 
communicate  to  iht  Senate  a  copy  of  the  despatch  received 
from  Mr.  Everett,  dated  the  3d  of  Pebniary  instant;  also,  a  copy 
of  tbe  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  of  December,  1841,  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State;  and  a  copy  of  the  answer, 
if  anv,  which  wasgiven  by  tbe  American  Secretary  to  that  dee* 
paicK 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evans  on  yes- 
terday, providing  that  on  and  after  Monday  next 
the  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  10  o^ock,  and  that 
the  Senate  take  a  recess  on  each  day  from  3  to  5 
o'clock,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BAYARD  was  opposed  to  the  second  branch 
of  tbe  resolution,  providing  for  a  recess;  and  called 
for  a  division  of  ihe  question. 

The  qoestion  on  tbe  first  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  on  yeas  and  nays^yeas  39, 
nays  2. 

The  question  being  on  tbe  second  branch  of  tbe 
resolution^  providing  for  a  recess — 

Mr.  TAPPAN  mo? ed  to  strike  out  "S,**  and  in- 
lert  "4". 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  tbe  second  branch  of 
the  resolution,  Messrs.  BAYARD  and  ARCHER 
opposed  it,  and  Messrs.  EVANS  and  BATES 
advocated  its  adoption.  Then,  the  question  being 
pot,  the  second  branch  was  rejected,  on  a  count-^ 
ayes  13,  noes  14.  

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affair^  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  on  the  siibject  of 
the  military  defencesfor  the  protection  of  the  Arkan- 
saiifhmtier;  the  resdutiohsof  the  Legislature  of  Indi-  J^ 


ana,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  boun- 
ty land  to  tbe  mititii  and  rangers  who  served  in  the 
last  war;  the  bill  making  provision  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  some  of  the  Missouri  militia;  and  of  the 
petition  of  Alvin  C.  Goell,  'praying  encouragement 
for  an  invention  for  the  manufacture  of  Are- 
rockets. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  Martin 
Fenwick,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Bjlissoori;  which  was  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Private  Land  Clsims. 

Also,  presented  joint  resolutions  of  tbe  Legisla* 
ture  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  fine  imposed  on 
Qeneral  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans, 
asserting  that  that  fine  was  unjustly  imposed;  and 
recommending  tbe  passage  of  a  law  for  its  uncoi^- 
ditiooal  repayment,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
of  tbe  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Sienate  pro- 
ceeded to  tbe  coDsid^atioB,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  of  the  bill  tor  regulating  the  currency  of 
foreign  gold  and  stiver  coins  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri* 
king  out  the  fourth  section,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
remove  the  olijection  heretofore  urged  against  thp 
bill  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Bbnton.] 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  acqtde^ce  in 
tbe  passage  of  the  bill,  if  it  was  amended  as  pro- 
posed; believing  that  it  might  be  safely  passed  in 
tbat  form. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to;  and  there 
being  no  further  amendment  proposed,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  tbe  bill  to  compute 
at  the  custom-home,  according  to  the  Federal  cur- 
rency, tbe  value  of  German  aod  other  foreign 
coin?,  was  then  taken  np  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  Tbe  bill  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  EVANS.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and,  accordieg  to  order,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  biUs  on  the  general  orders. 

The  bill  to  authorize  ihe  making  of  permanent 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  tbe  United  States 
mail  upon  railroads,  came  op  in  order,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  bnt,  without  being  considered, 
wa?,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  laid  on  the 
table.    Snbseqaently, 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  aboife  bill.  It  was  his 
desire  to  have  an  expression  of  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  it.  The  Senate,  bowe? er,  without  a 
division,  refused  to  consider  it. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Hoose  were  then 
considered  as  io  committee  of  the  wboleTreported 
to  tbe  Senate,  and  finally  passed,  viz: 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Core. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Gilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Hunt  and 
others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ford. 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Wm.  Fabre. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  George 
Randall,  John  C.  Haskell,  and  Elisba  H.  Homes, 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
amendments  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  Tbe  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
tbe  bill  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WQpDBRIDGE,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
Senate  took  op,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
proposing  to  contract  for  Dublisbing  the  continuation 
of  the  old  congressional  debates,  and  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  future  congressional  debates. 

Mr.  W.  explained  the  great  importance,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  a  correct  history  of  Congress, 
of  having  the  printing  of  tbe  old  debates  completed, 
which  bad  been  heretofore  subscribed  for;  ana 
especially  for  encouraging  the  reprinting  aad  print- 
ing of  tlie  future  debates. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  BERRIEN  made  some 
remarks  as  to  the  proper  manner  of  entering  into 
the  couiraeu 
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Mr.  WRIQHT  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  moyed  to  lay  it  on  the  tablf . 

Tbis  motion  was  tested  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  23. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expressed  a  wish,  if  Congress 
was  again  to  give  encouragement  to  the  pnblish- 
ing  and  printing  of  those  debates,  that  fall  reports 
of  both  sides  of  the  question  would  be  publishtd, 
and  not  be  tinctured  by  party  bias,  as  heretofore. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  (for  the  purpose 
of  proceeding  to  the  consideratron  of  the  bank- 
rupt bill,)  the  above  bill  Was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. 

Engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Mis- 
aauri,  approved  the  9ih  of  Jaly,  1833,  and  the  act 
aapplemental  thereto,  approved  the  3d  March,  1833, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACTT. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  then 
resumed;  being  the  further  consideration,  as  in 
eommitiee  of  the  whole,  of  the  House  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee;  the  pending 

?itte9tion  being  on  Mr.  Walkcr's  amendment,  as 
bllowst 

^^And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That,  wh^nany  pri?»t«  incor* 
p(n«ted  ban  kibe  company  shall  fail,  upon  presentment  to  said 
Dank  of  any  of  its  notes,  checks,  or  bills,  to  pay  and  redeem 
the  same  fai  specie,  said  failure  shall  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy;  and  the  holder  of  said  note,  check,  or  bill,  so  neg. 
lected  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  may,  upon  affidayit  of  the  facts, 
sworn  to  by  said  individual  and  at  least  two  disinterested  wit- 
nesses, proceed  against  said  company  as  bankrupts,  as  in  other 
eases  specified  in  this  act:  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be 
bad  aa  hi  other  cases;  except  that  no  certificate  ofdischarge 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  or  proper  to  Im  given  to  any  stock* 
holdmr  of  said  company,  except  in  cases  where  such  stockhold. 
ars  may  tw  personally  responsible  for  the  debts  of  such  com- 
pany; and,  in  such  case,  said  stockholders  shall  be  discharged, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  restrictions  as  in  the  other  cases  of 
final  discharge  authorised  by  this  act." 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  was  useless  to 
expend  much  time  on  this  subject  at  so  laie  a  pe- 
dcKl  of  the  session;  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  vote 
would  be  allowed  to  be  taken  on  each  amendment 
without  debate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  lo  moye  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  stated  his  objectioh 
not  only  to  the  existing  act,  but  to  any  amendment 
retaining  the  retrospective  provision  of  the  law;  be- 
cause be  considered  any  such  provision  an  ex  poet 
fado  law,  which  the  Constitution  inhibits. 

Mr.  CHOATE  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  narrow  down  the  question  to  one  of  naked 
repeal.  Viewing  it  in  this  light,  he  proceedeJ,  at 
considerable  length,  to  add  to  the  reasons  urged 
yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Qeorgia,  [Mr.  Bjbb- 
RixM,]  his  convictions  that  the  law,  as  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  the  Judiciury  Committee,  should 
be  made  a  permanent  commercial  bankrupt  sys- 
tem. He  considered  the  good  the  law  had  already 
done,  a  pledge  of  the  greater  amount  of  good  yet  to 
be  expected  froni  its  operation,  now  that  the  un- 
avoidable evils  accompanying  its  first  effects  had 
been  exhausted.  He  said  to  his  friends  that,  what- 
ever others  might  do,  it  wasr  not  for  them  to  repeal 
the  work  of  their  own  hands;  it  was  their  place  to 
wait,  aad  let  their  impatient  successors  execute  the 
work  of  demolition.  If  the  existing  law  was  to  have 
no  other  effect  than  that  of  a  great  insolvent  law, 
operating  solely  on  relrocpeciive  cases,  he  ad- 
mitted it  would  be  an  unconstitutional  law.  And 
if  it  was  DOW  repealed,  before  it  had  time  to  operate 
prospectively,  it  would  be  obnoxious  to  the  impu- 
tation of  having  been  nothing,  in  fact,  but  an  un- 
eoDstituticnal  law.  On  th^s  ground,  therefore,  it 
was  obvious  that  a  repeal  now  would  be  an  en- 
dorsement by  Congress  of  the  allegations  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  parly  in  power,  that  the  law  was  uncon- 
stitutional. He  denounced  the  instability  of  legis- 
lation with  which  Congress  would  be  chargeable, 
by  the  fact  of  not  permitting  a  law,  struggled  for 
through  forty  years  ot  solicitation,  to  remain  a  sin- 
gle year  upon  the  statute-book.  He  maintained 
that,  if  there  was  a  public  opinion  against  the  ex- 
isting law,  there  was  certainly  none  against  the  sub- 


stitute now  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee; 
on  the  contrary,  he  insisted  the  modifications  of 
that  committee  fully  met  not  only  the  demands  of 
the  States  which  have  expressed  any  sentiments  on 
the  subject,  but  the  general  wish  of  the  commnni- 
ty.  He  then  commented  upon  the  several  provis- 
ions of  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  justifying  them  as  just  policy,  and  per- 
fectly  in  accordance  with  a  constitutional  power  of 
establishing  a  permanent  commercial  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  wonld 
modify  bis  amendment,  so  that  when  a  State  bank 
suspends  specie  -payments,  a  commission  shall 
issuf,  and  then,  if  it  Fhall  be  found  to  be  insol- 
vent, it  shall  be  made  amenable  to  the  operations 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  If  the  Senator  so  modified 
his  amendment,  he  (Mr.  Choatb)  would ,  v^te  for 
it.  •  But  whether  the  amendment  was  adopted  or 
not,  he  prayed  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  to 
unite  with  the  friends  of  the  substitute  proposed  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticot  declared  he  bad 
heard  nothing  from  the  Senator  which  could  in- 
duce him  to  change  his  opinion.  He  still  denied 
that  the  Constitution  delegated  to  Congress  any 
power  to  pa38  retrospective  laws,  or  to  make  laws 
which  shall  take  away  the  property  of  one  citizen, 
to  vest  it  in  another.  He  contended  that  the 
powers  inferred  from  the  Constitution,  by  those 
who  bad  passed  the  prepent  law,  wrre  two-fold— 
technics^  and  popular;  both  of  which  they  had 
turned  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the  debtor,  and 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  creditor.  So  that  even 
in  the  popular  sense,  it  could  not  be  constitutional. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  explained  the  situation  m 
which  be  was  placed  by  the  instructions  of  his 
State.  He  pointed  out  the  course  he  had  hitherto 
uniformly  pursued  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  a 
uniform  sjfstem  of  bankruptcy.  During  that  long 
period  he  pursued  that  course,  because  he  was 
firmly  persuaded  a  large  majority  of  his  constitu- 
ents were  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law.  But  he 
now  was  equally  well  persuaded  that  the  great  mass 
of  his  constituents  had  entirely  changed  their  opin- 
ions, and  were  in  favor  of  a  direct  repeal  of  the 
law.    In  voting,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 

Kishes  of  his  ccnftiiuents,  he  did  so  because  he 
1^ satisfied  of  this  change  of  opinion;  not  that  he 
subscribed  to  the  doctrine  that,  as  a  Senator,  he 
was  bound  to  obey  the  authoritative  dictation  of 
his  Legislature.  He  felt  satisfied  that,  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  his  Legislature,  there  was  a  full  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  State;  and 
what  he  therefore  admitted  was,  that  he  was  bound 
to  obey^not  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature, 
but  the  public  sentiment,  of  which  the  resolution 
of  his  State  Legislature  was,  satisfactorily  to  liis 
mind,  the  exponent.  He  also  believed  this  change 
of  public  opinion  was  general  throughout  the  coun- 
try; and  therefore  he  felt  perfectly  justifiable  in 
discharging  a  duty  which  the  wishes  of  his  State 
had  imposed  upon  him.  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  he  fell  bound  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
act. 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  from  the  second  line  the 
word  '^private,"  and  also  the  word  ''checks,*' 
and  substituting  the  word  **drafts.**  He  would  be 
disposed  to  make  some  further  modifications,  were 
it  not  that  he  feared  he  would  lose  more  votes  on  this 
side  for  his  amendment,  than  he  would  gain  on  the 
other. 

He  would  occupy  but  a  very  few  moments  in 
presenting  the  arguments  which  he  desired  to  offer  to 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  proposition  for  including 
banking  corporations  under  the  ope/ation  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  They  were  now  (if  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  should  prevail) 
about  to  make  a  commercial  bankrupt  law.  Were 
not  incorporated  banks  connected  with  the  com- 
merce of  the  countryl  Were  not  incorporated 
bankers  (wiihin  the  technical  language  of  the  law) 
traders?  Why  should  they  not,  then,  be  included 
within  the  operation  of  the  law,  as  well  as  any 
other  traders  or  bankers?  If  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  give  facilities  to  trade,  and  to  enable  the 
creditor  to  arrest  the  banker  or  the  trader  in  his 
I  downward  course— to  stop  him  at  the  first  point  of 


bankruptoy — ^to  seize  upon  his  effects,  anddistribnis 
them  equally  for  the  benefit  of  ail  his  cteditors^ 
why  not  apply  the  law  to  ineorporatetl  eompaides 
as  well  as  to  onincorporatedl  He  liad  htmrd  noth- 
ing that  even  amounted  to  a  plausible  reason 
against  the  expediency  of  such  a  provision.  Est 
they  had  been  told  that  it  was  nnconstiintional 
He  would  ask,  did  not  the  Constitution  confer  upon 
Congress  powers  as  broad,  full,  and  comprehensive 
upon  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  (a  term,  by  the 
way,  derived  irom  banks  and  bainkers,  and  origi- 
nally intended  to  apply  to  them,)  as  nponany 
other.  If  such  were  not  the  ease,  how  was  it  that 
a  State  was  enabled  to  exempt  individnals  by 
granting  them  charters  of  incorporation) 

If  individual  bankers  were  within  the  meanteg 
of  the  Constitution,  l>y  what  authority  was  it  that  a 
State  could  interpose,  and  expunge  tliat  clause  of 
the  Constitntion,by  exempting  them  from  its  opem- 
tion?  If  a  State  couM  exempt  an  individoal  hank- 
er, through  the  operation  of  a  charter,  why  eoukl  it 
not  extend  h  similar  exemption  to  all  casei^andt  in 
facr^  set  aside  every  clause  ot  tlie  Coostituiioni 
The  truth  was,  that  the  power  to  lay  duties  upon 
imports  was  not  more  explicitly  conferred  upon 
Congress,  than  the  power  to  pass  a  general  bank- 
rupt law.  If  a  Stale  c#uld  interpose,  through  the 
medium  of  an  act  ef  incorporation,  and  rendo 
powerless  a  clause  of  the  Constitution  as  far  as  le- 
gards  the  one,  it  could  unquestionaUy  do  so  as  lo 
the  other.  Bv  the  same  rule  which  woukl  exclude 
incorporated  banking  eoropaniea,  incorporated  eook- 
panies  of  importing  merchants  would  be  exeluded. 
And  80,  as  regard^  every  other  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  the  power  of  imposing  direct  inter- 
nal taxes;  for  a  State  wonld  only  have  to  incorpo- 
rate a  certain  number  of  individuals,  and  by  the 
mere  act  of  incorporation  to  exempt  them  from  the 
taxing  power  of  Congress.  He  was  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  one  to  extending  the  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution;  but,  when  it  did  unqnestionahly 
delegate  a  power,  he  denied  that  it  was  within  the 
power  of  any  State,  by  an  act  of  incorporation,  or  bf 
any  other  inode,  to  exempt  their  dtisens  from  its 
operation. 

A  single  word  as  to  its  expediency.  Was  tkmn 
any  part  of  the  country  which  professed  to  be  te 
favor  of  insolvent  banks,  or  of  an  inconvertftls 
paper  cuntncyl  Upon  this  poins  it  least,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  Democratic  gnd  the  Whig  parties.  The  lalier 
professed  to  be  in  favor  of  specie>pa]ring  banks. 
And  would  they  not  be  willing  to  separate  the  spe- 
cie-paying from  the  non  specie-paying  banks— the 
solvent  from  the  insolvent?  Woukl  they  not  ar- 
rest the  operation  of  m  bank  which  refused  to  dis- 
charge the  very  functions  for  which  it  was  created, 
by  furnishing  a  convertible  paper  cnrreoey,  and 
commenced  deluging  the  country  with  a  depceda- 
ted  paper  currency?  If  the  Whig  party,  then,  de- 
sire to  terminate  the  disasters  which  had  swept  over 
the  country,  they  would  be  willing  to  make  this 
a  law  applicable  to  everybody,  and  operatioff  wiA 
uniformity  throughout  every  State  of  the  Union. 
He  desired  to  say  much  more  upon  this  subject; 
but  he  was  admonished  to  forbear,  from  the  fact 
that  only  five  legislative  days  remained  of  this 


sion. 

Mr.  ALLEN  considered  the  law  oondemned  by 
the  undivided  voice  of  the  country.  The  House 
of  Representatites,  in  conformity  to  the  will  of 
the  people,  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
act.  Tbe  Judiciary  Committee,  in  reporting  back 
that  bill,  had  thought  proper  to  propose  a  snhsd- 
tute,  when  there  were  yet  but  five  days  of  the  ses- 
sion left  for  legislative  action.  An  amendment 
had  been  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
for  which  he  should  vote;  but  even  if  it  was  ap- 
pended to  the  amendment  of  the  Judiotary  Com- 
mittee, he  should  vote  against  the  amendment  as 
amended;  because  he  considered  the  only*^hiBg 
which  could  be  done,  with  propriety,  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session,  was  to  pass  the  repeal  bill  ef 
the  House.  The  question  was,  then,  repeal  or  no 
repeal.  As  for  tinkering  it  up  into  a  bankrupt  sys- 
tem, within  five  days  of  the  end  of  (he  session, 
it  was  all  idle.  Therefore,  lie  would  vote 
against  the  amendments  of  the  committee,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  becaose  any  amendment  of  the  bfll 
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of  tbe  House  would  have  the  etfect  to  coDtinoe 
that  odious  law  on  tbe  statute  book. 

Mr.  CONRAD  asked  if  it  was  compeUnt  to  of- 
fer in  ameDdment  to  the  amendoieDt  now  peHd- 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  it  was  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  having  beeii  called  for  on 
Mr.  Waucbr*^  amendment,  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KINQ  asked  that  the  amendment,  as  modi- 
fl^,  might  be  read. 

It  was  aecordiogly  read. 

Mr.  BJNO  then  paid  that  he  was  favorable  to 
the  amendment  reaching  to  private  incorporations; 
bot,  at  now  modified,  a  collision  with  the  States 
owning  banks,  or  having  stock  in  them,  would  be 
inevitable.  He  hoped,  therefore,  ihe  Senator 
womld  restore  the  werd  **private;**  or  he  or  his 
eoUeagae  shoold  be  obb'ged  to  move  that  amend- 
ment. 

Blr.  W^RER,  to  remove  the  objection,  agreed 
to  modify  his  amendment,  by  adding,  after  the 
word  "company,"  the  words  «»of  which  a  State  is 
not  proprietor.** 

Mr.  CONRAD  suggested  that  a  further  modifi- 
cation was  cecesaary — ^''excepting  cares  in  which 
a  Sute  shall  be  interested,  or  for  the  obligations  of 
which  a  State  shall  be  responsible.** 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  any  further  modifi- 
eation. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
WiLKxa^  amendment;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  18,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

TEiLB— Meam.  Alien,  BagbrTBataik  Benton,  Bachanan, 
ClKMte,  Crafts,  Erana,  Ring,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Btargeon, 
IWlmadlfV  "nppu,    Walker,    WUliama,   Woodbury,  and 

nItS— MeaiTs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Calhoon,  Clayton,  Con* 
fad,  Critteodeo,  Cinhl>ert,  Dayton,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hender. 
no,  HoatiDfton,  Karr,  McDuflto,  Maogum,  Merrick.  Miller, 
Ptielpa,  Rirea,  Serter,  Smith  of  lodiaaa,  Sprague,  White,  and 
WQcoz— at. 

When  Mr.  CUTHBBRT'S  name  was  called,  he 
said  he  would  vote  **no"*-$impIy  declaring  his 
determination  not  to  vote  for  any  bankrupt  law 
whatever. 

The  question-  now  being  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee, 

Mr.  CONRAD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
•teonmoa  law,**  as  there  were  some  States  which 
had  no  common-law  system. 

This  propoeition  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BRNTON  submitted  an  amendment, 
giving  the  district  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia the  jurisdiction  of  bankrupt  cases  in 
the  District.  He  would  content  himself  with 
saybg  that  he  should  vote  against  the  Judiciary 
Committee^'  amendment,  because  no  proper  sys- 
tem can  be  arranged  this  session,  llie  law 
now  on  the  statute-book  was  unconstitutional; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  not  sanction  its  being  kept 
alive  in  any  shape  or  form.  It  was  nothing  under 
God  Almighty's  heaven  but  a  pure  and  simple 
compilation  of  insolvent  debtors*  acts  from  the 
reign  of  George  the  First  to  the  present  day,  for 
the  abolition  of  debts  without  the  consent  or  au- 
thority of  creditors.  And  no*  one  act  ever  yet  in- 
vented, in  itself  amounted  to  such  a  wholesale  re- 
pudiation of  debts  as  this  law.  He  would  pay  no 
more  attention  to  a  discharge  under  any  such  act, 
than  he  would  to  a  bit  of  waste  paper.  Mr.  B. 
further  stated  his  objections,  not  only  to  the  exist- 
ing law,  bnt  to  the  immature  attempt  to  remodel  it; 
eontend^g  that,  being  unconstitutional,  the  first 
thing  proper  to  do  was  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  asked  if  the  Senator  did  not  now 
depart  from  the  grounds  which  he  (Mr.  BiaaitN) 
and  the  Senator  [Mr*  Bkmton]  insisted  upon  in 

law?    

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  did,  because  he  was  then 
wrong.  He  had  seen  abundant  reasons  for  chan- 
ging the  opinions  he  entertained  at  that  period. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  remarked  that  his  opinions  had 
Ufide^one  no  change. 

Mr.  TALLUADQE  had  been  in  hopes  that  the 
aiaendments  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  be  suflicient  to  remove  the  objections  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  He  was  now  sorry  to  find 
that  the  removal  of  the  objections  to  a  bankrupt 
law  on  the  other  side,  though  met  in  the  spirit  of 
eonceasion  by  the  committee,  should  now  prove  n 
aaavailing  ii  mitigation  of  the  hostility  waged  | 


again&t  the  bankrupt  law.  In  spite  of  every  con- 
cession, it  now  appeared  that  nothing  bhf>it  of  a  to- 
tal repeal  would  satisfy  the  other  side.  Mr.  T.,  at 
some  length,  argued  that  no  commercial  country 
could  do  without  a  permanent  system  of  bankrup* 
cy.  He  areurd  the  original  sovereign  power  of 
the  individual  Siates  to  enact  bankrupt  laws;  and 
that,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  that  pow- 
er was  delegated  to  (he  General  Government.  The 
Government,  he  contended,  had  now  tbe  power  a« 
fully  as  it  was  ever  owned  by  the  separate  States, 
or  by  Great  Britain,  with  this  only  condition — that 
it  shall  be  a  system  uniform  in  its  operatic«n 
throughout  tbe  States.  He  also  maintained  that 
Congress  had  the  right,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
obliterate  the  obligation  of  contracts;  and  that  a 
proposition  was  actually  made  in  the  convention, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  restrain  the 
Federal  Government  from  exercising  the  power  to 
pass  a  retroactive  law,  and  to  violate  the  obliga* 
tions  of  existing -contracts;  but  that  that  proposition 
was  voted  down,  there  being  but  one  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition.  Tbe  retroaction  of  tbe  present 
bankrupt  law  was  folly  discussed  before  it  was 
passed;  but  tbe  law  has  had  all  its  operation  on 
past  contracts,  and  can  now  apply  only  to  prospect- 
ive caset.  He  undertook  to  say  that  public  opin- 
ion (and  particularly  in  his  own  State)  was  now 
more  strongly  in  its  favor  than  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  law.  What  would  render 
it  more  mortifying  to  him  than  anything  else  was, 
that  it  should  be  repealed  by  the  ver^ongress 
which  enacted  it.  He  would  sooner  cut  oflf  his 
right  hand,  than  set  his  name  to  this  repeal. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  did  not 
propose  to  enter,  at  this  late  hour,  into  a  debate  on 
the  inexpediency  or  unconstitutionality  of  the  pres- 
ent bankrupt  law.  Bnt  some  reference  having 
been  made  to  the  votes  of  Senators  in  1838  on  a 
former  bill,  he  would  therefore  take  this  occasion 
to  say  that  he  then  voted  as  he  should  now  vote 
in  substance,  because  he  then,  as  now,  believed, 
and  then  argued,  that  a  law  like  this  was  not  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution,  or  with  sound 
public  polipy,  The  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
TiLLMiDOB,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  contends 
that  ihe  States,  after  the  Revolution,  possessed  all 
the  power  on  this  su^ect  which  England  possessed 
before.  Granted.  But  that  Senator  seems  to 
overlook  that,  though  the  States  possessed  and  then 
conferred  on  the  General  Government  the  power 
they  possessed  over  bankruptcy,  they  did  not  con- 
fer any  over  mere  insolvencies.  Before  the  Revo- 
lution, bankruptcies  in  England  were  matters  as 
distinct  from  mere  insolvencies,  as  arson  was  from 
larceny,  or  murder  from  piracy. 

The  objects  operated  on  by  bankrupt  laws  were 
merchants  and  Imnkers;  those  by  mere  insol- 
vencies were  farmers,  and  other  classes  not  com- 
mercial. 

The  character  of  the  remedies  in  case  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  compulsory,  and  to  be  used  by  credit* 
ors;  while,  in  that  of  insolvencies,  it  was  volun- 
tary, and  to  be  used  by  debtors. 

Hence,  though  the  States,  when  they  became 
sovereign  and  independent,  could  legislate  for 
both,  and  separately  or  together;  yet  they  confided 
to  Congress  merely  the  authority  to  legislate  for 
bankruptcies,  as  these  alone  were  connected  with 
that  business  of  commerce,  the  chief  care  over 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  (he  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  would  keep  his  promise,  and  not  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional  question, 
further  than  to  add— that  if  England  had,sinae 
1789,  given  by  law  a  broader  meaning  to  the 
word  hMkrupi^  or  had  since  mixed  up  other  classes 
than  the  mercantile  in  its  operations,  that  cir- 
cumstance did  not  change  the  meaning  of  the 
word  bsiilenipfay,  as  then  used  in  our  Constitution. 
Nor  did  it  impose  on  our  people  and  States  the  duty 
te  alter  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  enlarge  the 
meaning  of  that  word.  Nor  did  it  justify  us  in 
holding  its  meaning  to  be  changed  with  us,  with- 
out a  change  being  made  first  in  the  Constitution 
itself,  by  the  proper  authorities. 

To  consume  no  further  time,  he  would  conclude, 
by  merely  reading  to  the  Senate  the  resolution 
of  inatrnetion  by  the  State  of  New  HampsUre 


to  himself  and  his  colleague  on  this  topic,  and  tbe 
reasons  assigned  for  it.  They  were  in  Document 
No.  63,  on  our  files  at  this  session: 

**Re»elved,  That  the  bankrupt  bill,  in  the  form  in  which  the 
late  act  paaeed,  wae,  in  our  opinion,  both  unconetitulional  and 
inexpedient,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  aunalled: 

"Because  such  a  bankrupt  eyetem  aa  la  authorised  in  the 
Conatitution  ie  one  made  for  the  bendU  of  credUora,  and  penal 
on  defaulting  debtora—  no  other  ttariog  then  been  knowti  or 
used :  because  most  of  the  provisioos  of  this  IhII  are  designed 
for  the  benefit  oi  debtors.  acKi  are  an  insolvent  i^stcni  for  Uieir 
relief,  rather  tiian  to  aid  creditors :  because  the  act  is  penal 
against  merchants,  white  it  is  voluntary  only  as  it  regards  all 
other  persons;  and  such  legislation,  however  mercifuiand  lib' 
era!  in  itself;  can  never  come  within  tbe  power  abore  named  aa 
conferred  on  the  General  Government,  but  t>elona  and  la  ra* 
served  to  the  States,  respectively :  because,  friendly  as  we  are 
to  honest  debtors  and  honest  creditors,  we  cannot  counteomoca 
the  General  Government  io  exercising  control  over  them,  which 
has  never  been  gianted  to  it :  and  because  we  believe  that  the 
Biaies  net  onlv  poeseas  all  power  over  cases  of  mereiosolveQCy. 
but  can  exercne  it  wiser,  sb  aa  to  suit  belter  the  wants  and 
condition  of  the  population  of  each  State,  respectively: 
because,  to  allow  the  General  Government,  as  in  this  bank* 
rupt  bin,  to  interfere  with  cases  not  includei  in  any  bankrupt 
system  known  when  tbe  Constirution  was  adopted,  tending  to 
bring  the  trial  of  all  contracts,  and  the  Jurisdiction  of  all  debt- 
ors in  the  Union  connected  with  insolvency,  into  the  whirlpool 
of  the  Federal  courts,  is  an  alarming  encroachment  on  Biata 
rights;  because  such  an  act,  coupled  with  alike  uaurping  pow. 
er  used,  at  the  last  session,  to  transfer  fronn  the  Btates  the  trial 
of  all  burnings  and  murders  like  those  of  McLeod,  to  the  same 
Federal  conns,  and  to  dicute  to  the  State  aovereioitiea,  or  order 
them  to  make  single  districts,  under  peril  of  disfranchisemaptl 
tends  most  rapidly  to  pioetrateall  State  Independence,  aa  wtil 
as  to  build  up  a  frightful,  monopolisinc,  overshadowing  despot- 
ism at  tbe  centre,  woioh  neither  our /af*ert  contemplate  nor  we 
should  tolerate:  because  this  bill  disregards  the  sanctity  of  «I1  ex- 
isting contracts  and  tbe  vested  riehts  of  creditors,  and,  at  one 
sweep,  both  strips  the  Statesofautborityalwaysheretofore  exer- 
cised in  Insolvent  cases,  even  under  tbe  old  bankrupt  law  of  1801, 
and  robs  the  whole  class  of  creditors,  femsl«as  well  as  male, 
orphana  and  minors  as  wdl  aa  adults^  of  rights  and  privilege* 
deemed  till  now  Inviolate,  and  aecured  by  all  tbe  sacredbsas  of 
private  contracts  and  the  etrongest  force  of  State  legislation: 
and  because  the  remnants  of  property  owned  by  biankmpts 
are,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  mostly  squandered  in  ex- 
penses, through  the  great  distances,  fees,  and  costs  in  (lie  Fed^ 
erat  courts,  paying  little  or  nothing  in  most  cases  to  cieditors' 
while  scarcely  any  debtors  are  relieved,  who,  if  honest,  conM 
not,  without  the  act,  compromise  with  those  they  owe;  and,  H 
disbonesf,  do  not  merit  so  easy  and  sudden  an  escape  from  ihalr 
solemn  obligations. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  the»e  were  from  the 
Granite  State. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  replied  yes. 

Mr.  BENTON.    They  are  true  granite. 

Tbe  question  was  then  takep  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee's  amendments  as  amended,  and  result- 
ed  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

YBaS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Cboata,  Claytoo^ 
CraAs,  Dayton,  Evans,  Henderson.  Kerr,  Miller,  Phelps^ 
Porter,  1  allmadge.  White,  and  Woodbridge— 16. 

NAYS  Messis.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Benton,  BoehaMii, 
Calhoufi,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Graiiam,  HnotiMtOD, 
King,  Linn,  McDuffie,  McBoberts,  Mangum,  Morchead,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spragua, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walkert  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbuiy. 
Wrlgh^andVoung-30. 

The  question  then  coming  np  on  the  repeal  bill 
of  the  House — 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  proTifo, 
which  is  in  the  following  words: 

Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  case  or  pro» 
ceeding  in  l>ankruptcy  commenced  before  the  pasaage  of  this 
act,  or  any  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  incurred  under  the 
nUd  actj  but  every  such  proceeding  may  be  continued  to  it« 
final  consummation,  in  like  manner  aa  if  this  act  bad  not  b««k 
passed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  would  not  question  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  on  the  Judiciary  Ck>mmittee'8  amend- 
ment; bnt  he  did  hope  the  proviso  in  the  House 
bill  would  not  be  striclien  ont^  To  all  the  class  of 
cases  protected  by  this  proviso,  its  excision  would 
be  the  most  manifest  injustice. 

Mr.  BENTON  proposed  the  same  proviso  u  a 
subatitnte,  which  he  had  offered  upon  a  former  oe» 
casion  upon  the  Senate^s  bill,  making  the  pending 
cases  subject  to  constitutional  restrictions,  and  re* 
quiring  the  consent  of  a  majority  in  value  and 
number  of  the  creditors  necessary  for  th^  discharge 
of  the  bankrupts.  On  moviiig  this  amendment,  be 
urged  the  same  arguments  in  its  favor  which  he 
had  used  on  the  former  occasion  alluded  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  single  word  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session;  bnt  as 
be  had  determined  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bair- 
TOM,]  and  would  differ  from  some  of  his  most  val- 
ued political  friends  on  this  queetion,  he  felt  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  he  owed  both  to  them  and  himself 
to  make  a  very  few  observadons  on  the  subJecL 
Should  the  amendment  prevail,  and  the  proviao 
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be  stricken  from  the  bill,  it  would  deprive  all  those 
bankrupts  of  the  benefit  of  ibe  law  whose  cases 
were  now  pending,  and  who  had  not  yet  obtained . 
their  certificates  of  discbarge. 

He  should  be  extremely  sorry  if  his  conatitu- 
tional  opinions  would  deprive  hia  of  the  power 
of  voting  in  favor  of  this  proviso.  In  what  condi« 
tion  would  both  the  bankrupts  whose  cases  were 
now  pending,  and  their  creditors,  be  left,  incase 
it  should  not  be  retainec^?  ' 

The  first  class  of  desperate  insolvents  or  bank- 
rupts,- who  stood  ready  and  eager  to  take  .the  ben* 
fit  of  the  law  immediately  after  its  passage,  had 
already  passed  through  the  mill,  and  had  been  dis- 
charged from  their  debts.  There  were  many  in- 
dividtuls  who  had  been  crushed  to  the  earth,  and 
whose  dreumstances  had  been  rendered  desperate, 
by  the  discharge  of  their  debtors  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  oi  debts  honestly  due  to  them,  under 
this  unjust  and  impolitic  law.  It  was  such  indl< 
Tidaals  who  would  chiefly  suflfsr,  should  the 
amendment  be  adopted.  They  bad  stroggletl  with 
mi&fortune  as  long  as  they  could;  and  had  finally, 
at  the  last  hour,  applied  for  the  benefifts  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  The  proceedings  in  their  cases 
were  now  in  different  stages  of  thefr  progress;  and 
he  should  consider  it  unequal,  unfeeling,  and  un- 
just to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  power  of  bringing 
them  to  a  conclusion.  It  would  be  an  extreme 
case,  indeed,  which  could  justify  Congress  in  de- 
claring, after  an  individual  had  put  himself  to  the 
trouble  and  the  expense  of  instituting  any.  pro- 
ceedings under  the  faith  of  their  own  laws,  that  he 
shonkl  be  ihrrested  midway;  and  that,  too,  when  be 
could  not  by  possibility  be  restored  to  his  former 
oondition. 

But  again:  There  was  one  State  of  the  Union 
fhe  referred  to  the  State  of  Missouri)  where  the 
diitftrict  judge  had  decided  the  bankrupt  law  to  be 
unconstitutional,  and  had  refused  to  discbarge  any 
of  the  applicants  for  the  benefit  of  its  provisions. 
Strike  out  this  proviso;  and  then,  whilst  debtors  in 
all  the  other  States  had  been  discharged  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  no  debtor  In  Missouri  bad 
ever  enjoyed,  or  conld  enjoy,  its  benefits. 

Again:  He  asked  what  would  become  of  the 
property  of  bankrupts  now  in  the  hands  of  their 
assignees,  or  under  the  custody  of  the  law.  This 
would  present  a  scene  of  confusion  worse  con- 
foanded.  Strike  out  the  proviso,  and  no  distribu- 
tion of  it  could  take  plaoe  among  their  creditors; 
because  the  law  under  whose  provisions  it  would 
have  been  made,  had  onstd  to  exist.  This  would 
lead  to  great  injustice  and  endless  litigation. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  if  he  even  en- 
tertained serious  doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  he  woald  suffer  these  doubts  to 
operate  in  favor  of  retaiaing  the  proviso,  and  would 
leave  it  Jo  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  the  consti- 
tutional question  in  the  la<t  resort.  Nothing  but 
a  clear  conviction  that  the  law  was  a  violation  of 
the  Coastitmioni  coald  indnoe  him  to  sanction  ail 
these  evils. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  the  only  Senator  of  his  party 
who  had  made  a  speech  a^nst  the  final  passage 
of  the  present  bankrupt  law;  and  if  he  were  dis- 
posed to  glorify  himself  for  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
he  night  refer  to  that  speech,  and  it  would  be 
found  that  in  every  particular,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, h$8  predictloin  had  been  verified.  Much,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  law, 
be  did  not  believe  it  to  be  nnconstittitional.  This 
w&uld  appear  from  a  few  sentences  c/(  that  speech, 
delivered  on  the  94lh  July,  1841,  which  he  would 
read  to  the  Senate. 

*'Mr.  B.  said,  as  he  hsd  referred  to  (he  epeech  which  he  had 
mide  tSk  the  Hooae  of  RepreeentaUyea  on  thia  aobiect,  nearly 
twenty  years  agOi  be  felt  bovMd  to  acknowledge  that,  upon  one 
point,  be  had  fallen  into  a  then  prevailiog  error.  Of  this  he 
had  been  folly  conrinced  br  the  debate  in  the  Senate  at  the  last 
seailnn.  Id  1822,  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  conititotional 
power  of  Congress  was  confined  to  traders,  or  that  class  of  per- 
sons which  were  embraced  by  the  banlcnipi  lawa  of  England, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Coneiitotion.  This, 
\»  O0W  believed,  was  too  narrow  a  construction.  The  Ckmsti- 
totion  declared  that  'Coogresa  shall  hare  power  to  establish 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the 
Uhiteddtates.'  The  subject  of  bankruptcies  was  thus  placed 
genevally  under  our  control;  and  wherever  baakrupuy  exist- 
ed—no matter  what  might  have  been  the  pursuits  of  the  bank- 
rupt, whether  he  had  been  a  trader  or  not— our  power  extended 
<mt  him.  It  tiao,  in  hte  opinio^,  embeatead  artificial  as  well  as 
natural  persona.    Was  it  not  abford  to  aaj  that  an  indiridaal 


manufacturer  on  one  side  of  the  street,  at  Lowell,  might  bt  sub- 
jected to  the  compulsory  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law,  wliilst 
two  or  three  individual  manufacturers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
same  street,  who  had  obtained  a  charter  of  iocorporailon  from 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  could  thus  withdraw  them- 
.selves,  In  their  corporate  capacity,  fcom  the  power  conferred 
upon  Congress  over  banJouptciesI" 

So  that  he  had  recanted,  and  that  in  good  linje, 
what  he  believed  to  have  been  his  error  when  he 
first  entered  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
and  his  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Behtom]  were, 
In  this  respect,  placed  in  a  similar  predicament. 
They  had  both  changed  their  old  opinions;  and  he 
regretted  that  they  were  still  on  opposite  sides. 

He  considered,  that  it  would  be  a  very  narrow 
construction  indeed,  to  confine  our  power  over  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies,  which  had  been  conferred 
in  the  broadest  and  most  general  terms,  to  the  pass- 
age of  just  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  existed  in  Bug- 
land  at  the  date  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  All 
the  lights  of  experience,  and  all  the  improvements 
in  the  science  of  legislation,  must  then  be  disre* 
garded;  and  while  the  world  was  in  a  state  of  con* 
slant  progression,  we  must  make  a  dead  stand  at 
the  point  where  we  found  the  English  bankrupt 
law  half  a  century  ago.  Surely  the  framers  of  the' 
Constitution  never  intended  any  such  absurdity. 
For  his  own  part,  he  firmly  believed  that  no  bank- 
rupt law,  based  upon  the  Bngliah  model,  could  ever 
exist  for  any  length  of  time  in  this  country.  It 
would  always  destroy  itself,  after  a  brief  experi- 
ence. St^h  a  law  was  not  applicable  to  a  country 
of  the  vOT  extent  of  our  own,  where  the  Federal 
judicial  tribunals  were  at  such  remote  distances 
from  each  other,  and  when  it  was  acknowledged 
that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  of  confer- 
ring jurisdiction  in  cases  of  bankruptcy  on  the 
State  courts.  If  they  were  ever  to  have  a  perma- 
nent and  beneficial  bankrupt  system,  they  must 
look  to  other  models  than  the  English.  Fortunate- 
ly, under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  each 
State  now  possesses  the  unquestionable  power  of 
passing  bankrupt  laws  which  will  relieve  its  own 
citizens  from  the  obligation  of  debts  contracted  with 
other  citizens  of  the  same  State  subsrqueiit  to  the 
passage  of  such  laws.  Nay,  more:  a  discharge 
under  a  State  bankrupt  law  is  valid  even  against 
the  citizens  of  other  States,  er  foreigners,  who  may 
accept  a  dividend  of  the  debtor's  effects;  and  this 
will  always  be  aecepted  in  cases  where  any  con- 
siderable dividend  exists.  Several  of  the  States 
now  have  such  bankrupt  laws.  But  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  of  this. 

The  present  law  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional, 
because  it  was  an  insolvent,  and  not  a  bankrupt 
law;  and  that  it  applied  not  only  to  traders,  but  to 
all  other  persons.  But  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  draw  any  line  of  distinction  between  insol- 
vency and  bankruptcy.  Both  signified  the  inabil- 
ity of  a  debtor  to  pay  his  debts.  This  was  the 
meaning  of  both  terms,  in  the  abstract.  There 
was  this  difference  between  a  bankrupt  law  and  aa 
insolvent  law—that,  whilst  the  latter  discharged  the 
person  of  the  debtor  only,  the  former  discharged 
both  the  debtor  and  the  debt.  Bankruptcy  was  a 
general  term:  and  even  in  England,  although  nom- 
inally none  but  traders  were  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  bankrupt  laws;  yet,  in  reality,  these  laws 
had  been  extended,  long  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constituticn,  to  many,  very  many  persons, 
who  could  net,  with  any  propriety,  be  denominated 
traders.  Different  acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  most 
liberal  judicial  construction  of  the  term  <*ifaiers," 
had  extended  their  provisions  to  almost  every  clasa 
of  the  community.  He  might  cite  numerous  in- 
stances to  prove  this  assertion,  if  time  would  per- 
mit, and  if  they  were  not  familiar  to  every  Senator. 
The  policy  of  England  had  always  been  to  extend 
still  further  and  further  the  operation  of  their  bank- 
rupt laws  to  new  classes  of  individuals.  Whilst, 
therefore,  he  would  be  utterly  opposed  to  the  pass^ 
age  of  any  such  bankrupt  law  for  this  country,  he 
could  not  regard  soch  a  law  as  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  merely  because  its  benefits  or  its  inju- 
ries were  not  confined  to  persons  who  might  techni- 
cally and  appropriately  be  called  traders.  The 
power  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
was  not  limited  to  any  class  of  persoos,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  wl^le  subject  of  baakruptfUfs^  and 
wherever  bankruptcy  existed — whether  among  mer- 


chants, or  farmers,  or  tradesmen— -Coagfeei  m^ 
subject  them,  to  the  operation  of  a  banbmin  law. 

But  it  had  also  been  contended  that  thia  law  wn 
unconstitutional,  because  it  embraced  cases  of  v(9l- 
untary  bankruplcy.  Nov,  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  every  person  acqnainted  with  the  hisiory 
and  operation  of  the  English  banfcnipt  law,  iliw 
vohmtary  bankrupicj  had  existed  in  that'comtry 
in  fact,  though  not  in  form,  for  more  than  a.eoi- 
tury  before  the  act  of  6th  Gkorge  lY;  and  Aistaet 
did  no  more  than  to  recognise  a  psacticr  whichf  had 
long  prevailed.  Insolvent  debtoKs  in  Eoglaad,  b^ 
fore  ibe  passage  of  this  act,  were  ia  the  csaslwt 
practice  of  concerting  with  some  one  of  their  cved- 
itors  to  commit  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  who  wh 
thereupon  to  sue  out  a  ccmmissioa  of  ba&krvplqr. 
It  was  very  true  that,  if  this  concert  were  esi^ 
lished,  the  commission  would  be  avoided.  Bw, ia 
the  nature  of  things^  it  was  alaoat  impmtMt  to 
prove  the  fact^  and,  at  last,  the  statute  vi  GseigiB 
IV  expressly  legalized  such  a  proceeding.  A 
debtor  might  now  make  a  declaration  of  hia  insa^ 
vency  in  the  prescribed  f  sms,  muI  this  wu  an^it  of 
bankruptcy;  and  it  was  expressly  enacted  '*tec  iIh 
bankrupt,  and  any  creditor,  or  other  peraon^  cto» 
cetting  such  declaration,  shall  act  invalidate  ttn 
commissioa."  Here,  thea,  was  vaUoitary  Ismk* 
ruptcy,  to  the  same  extent  which  it  now  vBtUti, 
under  our  present  law.  The  difl^ereaee  beiweea 
them  was  in*  form,  not  in  fact.  In  bothcasaa^te 
bankruptcy  was  equally  voluntary;  and  im  htf^ 
the  debtor  chose  his  own  time  to  make  his  apjUica- 
tion.  He  could  not,  theik,  say  that  our  lai^  wu 
luiconsiitniionai)  because  it  recognised  volaiiH 
bankruptcy. 

Neither  could  he  agree  with  the  Ssaator  ftbm 

Mis'Sburi,  that  the  law  was  unconstititddtkttl  be- 
cause  it  did  not  provide  that,  in  order  te  prcoue 
his  discharge,  the  l>ankfupt  must  obtain  the  eoa- 
ient  of  a  majority  ot  his  creditors  in  number  and 
value.  He  agreed  entirely  with  him,  that  it  woald 
be  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law 
without  such  a  provision;  but  that  it  would  he  aa- 
constitutional,  was  altogether  a  different  qaestian. 
A  bankrupt  law  was  a  law  to  discharge  an  iasol- 
vent  debtor  from  bis  debts,  on  the  coadiUoB  that  ha 
fairly  and  honestly  surrendered  all  his  propeny  for 
the  benefit  of  his  ci editors.  The  mode  and  the 
manner  of  this  discharge  must  neoeaBarily  be  Mt  to 
the  discretion  of  Congress.  These  must  aeeaao^ 
rily  vary,  according  to  the  varying  opiaiona  of  the 
Legislature.  In  inland,  formerly,  foor-fifths  ia 
number  and  value  of  the  creditors  must  have  eoa- 
sented.  It  was  now  reduced  to  ihrse-fiAhs;  and  iha 
prevailing  opinion,  even  there,  now  seemed  to  bc^ 
that  it  would  promote  the  interest,  both  of  the 
debtor  and  the  creditor,  not  to  require  the  assent  ef 
any  portion  of  the  creditors  to  the  debtor^  di»* 
charge.  Under  our  old  bankrupt  law  of  IfiQfi^ 
two- thirds  in  number  and  value  of  the  orediteif 
.were  required  to  consent.  The  Senator  from  Mk' 
souri  would  now  be  satisfied  with  a  minority*  Hut 
was  a  mere  incidental  question,  in  passing  aqf 
bankrupt  law,  which  did  not  enter  into  its  esseaee. 
And  he  could  not  say  that  such  a  law  weald  not  ba 
a  bankrupt  law  under  the  Constitution;  although  it 
might  not  require  the  consent  of  any  portion  of  the 
bankrupt's  creditors  to  obtain  thie  debtor^  dis- 
charge. 

Whilst  every  feeling  of  his  heart  was  ia  faver  of 
relieving  those  unfortunate  debtors  whose  pioparly 
had  already  been  removed  from  their  own  control, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  assignees,  and  who  had 
incurred  the  trouble  and  expense  ot  conameaetag 
proceedings,  be  was  truly  rejoiced  that  no  conaiiia- 
tional  barrier  interposed  to  prevent  him  from  pe^ 
forming  an  act  of  humanity  and  justice. 

He  would  suggest  another  consideration:  he,  in 
common  with  his  political  friends,  ipaa  anxious 
that  this  law  should  be  repealed  before  the  efpce  of 
the  present  session;  that  it  should  no  longer  be  a 
blot  upon  our  statute  book;  that  it  should  ne  loagflf 
produce  the  injustice,  iniquity,  and'  fraud  which 
bad  startled  the  minds  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
American  people,  and  caused  them  to  demand  itsD^ 
peal.  If  the  proviso  from  thepreseot  bill  wereairi^ 
en  out,  and  it  were  sent  back  to  the  Honsa  thea 
ameiided,  the  probability  wa£^  that  it  vo«U  ha  ket 
altogether,  and  that  the  law  woaM  neith^  b^ 
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vmwkA  oor  repeftled.  Was  k  ui  m'mr^  ihen«  f%r 
BauLton  to  make  the  tilflUig  MMScssion  of  suffer- 
i^(  iti|j090  who  had  already  applied  for  its  bepe- 
((»tod)taim  their  diacharge,  than,  to  leave  the  law 
in  (oU  fprce  for  another  year? 
.  Ur.  BAGBY,  believing  the  existing  law  nneon- 
stUotional,  £hoald  vote  against  any  continaaoce  of 
the  Jttw  wbatevf r. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  if  the  Senatoc  from  lii^* 
soari  confined  his  motion  in  the  first  instance  8im« 
p^  to  striking  out  the  proviso;,  or  did  it  include  the 
psoppgition  to  sabstitute  his  provisoes. 

Mr.  BENTON  baid  his  o^ect  was  to  offer  bis 
amendments  as  a  sabstitnte;  bpt  he  was  indifferunt 
hqw  the  vete  was  taken. 

lis.  CiUTT£NDEN  hoped  the  naked  qaesUon 
WMld  he  taken  on  sinking  out  the  pioviso. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  predioaaeot  whieb 
W»M  MmoXi  from  soiking  rat  the  proviso. 

Air.  BMITB  of  Conneetiait  usmarked  tkat, 
bellenif  the  law  to  be  UAaonaiitutiaiial,  be  shonld 
vote  agaiaet  iis  oontianance  in  any  fovm. 

&•  qMBtion  was  then  laiMn  en  Mr.  BEN- 
TON'S MMndaent,  and  df cidcd  in  the  nefativc: 
aoiheMoiio&  to  strike  oat  the  proviso  did  net  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  TAUiM  ADOB  proposed  aa  amendment  to 
tbvMfl,  as  an  additionar  section,  granting  |1  on 
eMh  ease  pending,  as  remuneration  to  the  fndi^es 
who  will  have  to  sit  upon  the  eases  now  pending, 
aii  whioh  will  be  oontinned  till  final  discharge  tm- 
der  this  WU.    This  he  considered  but  jnst. 

ne  aiMndment  was,  however,  rejected. 

Mr.  BffltRlfiN  submitted  an  amendment,  al- 
lowiagthe  greater  part  in  valne  of  creditors  to 
cheaee  assigBees  in  pending  cases.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was  called  open  to  submit  this  amendment,  in  ac- 
eordanee  with  a  desirfeof  the  mercantile  interest  of 
Balitmore.  He  considered  snch  an  amendment 
hot  jnst  and  proper  to  the  immense  interest  in- 
▼•N«d. 

n»  amendment,  as  suggested,  was  read;  and  the 
question  coming  up— 

Mir.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  cheerfully  vote 
fer  the  proposition,  if  the  Senator  from  cieoigia 
would  bring  it  up  as  a  separate  bill;  but  he  could 
not  vote  to  append  it  to  this  bill,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  woold  have  the  effect,  to  prevent  the  repeal 
of  the  Ihw.  It  would  have  to  go  to  the  other 
House  if  anunded,  and  could  not  l^  reached. 

Ifr.  BERRIEN  persisted  in  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving that,  if  adopted,  it  could  not  have  the  diect 
apprehended  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  he  had  received  a  commu- 
nication, making  an  appeal  to  him  of  the  same 
character.  He,  therefore,  wished  to  reeord  his 
vole  in  its  favor,  and  deoMtnded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  with  cheerfulaess 
vote  for  the  amendment;  but,  believing  that  the  ef- 
fect would  be,  if  adopted,  to  continue  the  present 
law  in  operation,  he  would  vote  against  it  If 
adopted,  tiie  bill  would  haqe  to  relim  to  the  ether 
Ho«8e. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
amendmeat,  and  resulted  in  the  negative— yeas  14, 
mow  35. 

Ifr.  CONRAD  ofi^ered  another  amendment,  to 
strike  eat  the  words  *'be  and  is  hereby,**  and  insert 
after  the  words  *^orty-one,"  the  words  *<shall, 
froaa  and  «fter  the  4th  day  of  April  next,  be  re- 
pealed.'* He  did  not  propose  this  amendment 
with  a  view  of  retarding  the  inevitable  fate  of  the 
bill,  nor  in  hopes  that  it  would  succeed.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  fulfil  his  duty  in  complying  with  the 
desire  of  bis  eonstituentF.  As  this  amendment  was 
considered  of  great  importance  to  his  section  of  < 
coaniry,  he  should  feel  obliged  to  place  his  name 
on  xeeord  in  its  favor.  He  was  deprived,  by  an 
anangeaaent  he  had  made  with  an  absent  Senator, 
(by  pairing  off  with  Mr.  Sibimons,)  ef  voting  against 
the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
additional  thirty  days  required  by  his  constituents 
woald  be  considered  not  an.  unreasonable  request. 
Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  justice  of 
thii  extension  of  the  proviso,  and  dwelt  with  con- 
skkrahle  energy  on  me  instability  of  legislation 
which  the  r^ieal  of  the  law  by  the  same  Congress 
wjyeh hadenafaed jtaaast nsaeeiaiily inyelve>  On 


amendment  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  o:rdeffed. 

The  <||nestion  being  then  uksn  on  Mr.  Comrade 
amendoMni  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted  in  thenega- 
Hwe — yeas  13,  nays  33. 

'  The  bill  wav  then  repotted  bank  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  renewed  his  amendment 
to  allow  |1  on  each  case  pending,  to  the  deiks  of 
the  courts;  and  on  thiw  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  weie  ordered. 

The  uBKudmentwas  again  rejected— yeas  14, 
nays  34. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  now  moved  to  postpone  ^e 
bill  to  the  1st  Monday  in  December  next;  and,  on 
this  motion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

This  motion  was  negatived— yeas  14,  nays  34. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time;  and. 

Do  the  question  «*8hall  this  bill  passt** 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  in  the  form  in  which 
it  came  from  the  Hoo^se,  without  any  amendment; 
yeas  30,  nays  13,  as  foltows: 

TOaS— Me«r».  Allen,  Archer,  Btgby,  Bayard.  BnchanaB, 
Galbouo,  Crafta,  Criitenden,  Cothbert,  Dayton,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, HunUngton,  King,  Linn,  MoDuffia,  McRoberta,  Bfangum, 
MerriclcMorehead,  Phelpa,  Rivea,  Sevier,  Bpragoe,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WilUama,  Woodbury,  Wrighjand 
Toaoff—- 32. 

NAYS— Meaw».  Barrow,  Bataa,  Berrien,  Clioate,  Clayton, 
Evana,  Kerr,  Bliller,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadse, 
White,  and  Woodbridge-13.  ^^^ 

A  commctnication  was  read  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department— laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
trenchment, to  which  was  refened  the  bill  from 
the  House,  (No.  548,)  reported  the  same  back,  with 
numerous  amendments— one  reiieWn^  all  officers 
of  the  Qovernment,  who  receire  |1,300,  and  ber 
low,  from  the  operations  of  the  bill;  and  reducing 
all  above  that  sum  12|  percent.;  another  striking  ou: 
so  much  of  it  as  reduced  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  substituting  a  provision 
reducing  their  mileage  and  pay  19i  per  cent. 

The  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  special  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  RBPRESBNTATIVES. 
SATuaDir,  February  35,  1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
V.  S.  ROSE,  and  thiriy-eighl  others,  citizens  of 
Islesboro',  Maine,  ashing  an  increase  of  duties  on 
lumber  and  wood. 

Mr.  PLUMBR  presented- petitions,  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  prohibiting  the  transportation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  mail  and  opening  of  poet  offices  on  the 
Sabbath. 

CHEROKEBS. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  the  reconsider- 
ation of  a  vote  by  which,  some  few  days  ago,  the 
House  cotpmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  a 
joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  such  sums  of  money  as  bad  been 
awarded  by  the  commissioners  to  claimants  under 
the  17di  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  PiLLMORE, 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  Mr.  GWIN,  and  others, 
the  motion  of  reconsideration  was  agreed  to,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  then  submitted  a  substi- 
tute for  the  resolution,  appended  to  which  was  a 
proviso,  limiting  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  |200,000. 

After  the  disposal  of  various  motions  to  lay  on 
the  table,  &c.,  the  amendment  was  adopted — the 
sum  of  |200,OQ0  having  been  fir?t  reduced  te 
$100,000,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE. 
The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  passage,  which, 
und^r  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  was 
agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  80  to  79. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  the  pas^e  of  the  resolution; 
on  which  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  QWIN  rose,  and  inquired  whether  it  was 


in  order  fer  him  to  give  his  viewa  npeo  the  resolm* 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  waa  not. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  motioR 
for  reconsideration  be  laid  on  the  table.  . 

After  some  conversation,  and  no  little  noise, 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  withdrew  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  RlOas  renewed  it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GWiN  demanded  the  yeas  aad  naye; 
.whidi  wese  ordered:  and  the  motion  to  lay  en  the 
table  was  rejected— ^yeas  8$,  nays  107. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration, 

Mr.  GWIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which, 
having  been  ordered,  resulted  in — ^yeas95|nays 
86. 

Se  the  motion  of  reconsideration  was  carried. 

Mr.  WATTER80N  submitted  an  aaModment, 
which  was  agreed  to,  but  the  purport  of  whidi 
contd  not  be  obtained. 

^.Jhe  question  again  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution^ 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  he  waa  de- 
sirous of  saying  a  word  or  two  upon  this  subject, 
though  he  regretted  to  interfere,  on  account  of 
those  interf'sted  in  the  claims.  A  very  large  fund 
had  been  placed  in  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the 
Cherokees,  to  be  expended  by  the  Government  for 
their  benefit.  He  was  fearful  that  a  very  large 
portion  of  this  fund  bad  been  already  misappli^, 
and  that  the  Government  would  be. called  upon  to 
repay  it.  He  understood  the  whole  amount  of 
money  so  misapplied  exceeded  half  a  million  of 
dollarf.  There  was  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
amounting  to  about  i 300,000.  Under  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees,  a  board  of  commissioners  was 
now  sitting  fn  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  adjudi* 
eating  daims  under  some  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty.  The  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  direct 
the  issuance  of  certificates  by  the  board  of  com* 
missioners  upon  the  awards  made  by  the  board, 
and  their  payment  at  the  treasury,  without  a  re- 
view by  the  accounting  officers. 

To  the  adoption  of  this  course  there  was,  to  his 
mind,  very  jreat  objections— objections  insur- 
mountable. The  fiind  was  a  trust  fnnd>  and,  if 
misapplied  by  us,  we  should  of  course  have  to 
repay.  We  have  directed  its  application  by  for^ 
mer  appropriations.  Suppose  the  adjudications 
should  exceed  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury, 
then  the  claimants  must  be  paid  prs  re^c;  then  the 
payment  to  those  now  having  their  cUiips  settled 
to  the  full  amount  woiUd  l^  erroneous,  and  we 
should  have  to  repay  any  sum  so  misapplied. 

Besides,  the  duty  of  executing  the  treaty  has  now 
been  devolved  on  the  Executive  Department.  We 
have  done  our  duty;  we  have  made  the  appropria- 
tion; the  board  of  commissioners  is  now  sitting: 
and  it  is  the  province  of  the  Executive  to  pay  all 
those  claims  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
Why  should  the  House  undertake  to  prescribe 
the  kind  of  evidence  which  the  President  should 
require,  in  paying  cm  this  fundi  In  all  other  cases^ 
after  the  adjudications  by  the  board,  they  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  President;  le-examined  by  the  ac- 
counting officer?;  and,  if  within  the  provisions  of 
the  treatv,  are  paid.  We  had,  the  other  day,  a 
case  of  this  kind.  Under  the  Florida  treaty,  the 
courts  of  the  Floridasfhad  been  directed  to  adjudi- 
cate claims.  They  did  adjudicate;  and  when  their 
adjudications  were  examined  at  the  treasury,  Mr. 
Crawford  refused  payment  of  a  very  large  sum, 
because  th^y  were  not  within. the  provisions  of  the 
treaty;  and  the  other  day  we  were  called  en  to 
pay  the  adjudications.  The  House  refused,  by  a 
very  large  majority— only  twenty  or  thirty  vdting 
for  it. 

If  the  j^ent  board  ^ould  decide  favorably 
upon  claims  not  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  over  whidi  the  board  had  no  jarisdiction,  that 
would  be  such  a  misapplication  of  the  funds  as 
would  subject  us  to  its  repayment.  He  contended 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President,  before  pay- 
ment was  made,  to  set  that  the  adjudications  were 
within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

But  again:  Suppose  there  was  any  fraud  or  cev- 
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roptHm  in  the  commissioners,  (and  he  made  the 
•apposition  withont  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the 
present  board  of  commissioners,)  and  the  com- 
missioners should  issae  a  miltion  of  certiicates: — 
were  ihey  to  be  paid  at  the  treasary,  without  anj 
examination  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treas- 
ury, or  other  officers  of  the  QoTeromentI  This 
coarse  was  unusual — so  far  as  he  knew;  nuprece- 
dented.  He  could  DOt  feel  himself  justified  in  thus 
opening  the  doors  of  the  treasury  to  certificates 
issued  by  any  board  of  commissioners.  He  regret- 
ted very  much  the  condition  of  the  claimants,  and 
wished  that  they  had,  or  could,  get  their  money;  but 
he  could  not  consent  to  set  aside  all  the  safeguards 
of  the  treasury,  as  reflated  by  law.  AH  the  guards 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  treasury  often 
proved  insufficient;  and  this  House  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere, or  set  them  aside,  withont. great  delibera- 
tion; and,  he  hoped,  would  not  do  so  in  the  present 
case. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  JAS. 
COOPER  and  Mr.  QWIN. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMS  then  obtained  the 
floor,  and  went  into  an  explanation  and  defence  o^ 
the .  objects  of  the  resolution,  aad  replied  to  tfeie 
various  objections  urged  against  its  passage.    He 
CODclilded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Various  gentlemen  desired  to  ezplaio;  but  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  was  carried. 

Mr.  EVERBTT  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 'On  this  motion; 
and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  87,  nays  94,  as 
follows: 

YlTAfl  Jimtn  Arrington,  Aihertoo,  Balicock,  Baker.  Bar* 
DartL  fioMon,  Bitdaeye,  Bowoe,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles 
Brown,  Borke,  Bumell,  William  Buiier,  Calhoun,  Casey, 
0tal«y  K.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Colea^  Cowen,  Cravens,  Daniel, 
OarrMt  Darts,  Richard  D.  Davw,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig, 
Sfbert,  Everett,  Pessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles 
▲.  Floyd,  GUmer,  William  O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Gwin,  Hall, 
Halsted,  nays,  Houck,  Iloaston,  Hutwrd,  Hunter,  Hunt, 
Cars  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Linn,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  McKay,  McKeon,  Blallorr,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Samson  Bfason,  Mathews,  MaUocks,  Makwell,  Maynard,  Me- 
dill,  Mitchell,  Moriow,  Osborne,  Payne,  Proffic,  Ramsey, 
Bsmamio  Randall,  Alex.  Randall,  Randolph,  Reding,  Rencher, 
RIns,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Shields,  WiHiam  Smith,  Snyder, 
Stanly,  Staenrod,  Stratton,  John  T.  Scuart,  Stunmers,  Semter, 
Tripl<'ti,  Winthrop,  Wise,  and  Yorks— 87. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Barton.  Bidlack,  Blair,  Bolts,  Bricgis 
Brooson,  A.  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown.  Jeremiah  Brown,  P.  C. 
CaklwelJ.  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 


Campbell,  Caruthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  James  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crawfurd,  Cross,  Cashing,  Dawson,  Dean, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Penis,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry, 
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Clsllaa,  Robert  MeOIellao,  McKsnnan,  Marchand.  Matbiot, 
Msriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Morris,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Par- 
msnter,  Partiidge,  Pendleton,  Plnmer,  Pope,  Powell,  Rey- 
DOkls,  Ridgway,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M. 
Russell,  ^hmford,  Slade,  Stokely,  TUiaferro,  TilUnghasr, 
Tomlinson,  TrumbulL  Tumagr,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Weller,  Wsstbrook,  B.  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  WUliams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wood,  A. 
Yooiigi  and  JotiD  Young— 94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  uble. 

The  question  recuning  on  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  oalled  for  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr.  GWIN  haying  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question,  they  were  accordingly  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted  in  yeas  88,  nays 
84. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  rose  to  a  correction  of 
the  journal.  His  motion  embraced  three  propo^it- 
tions;  f^sf,  to  correct  the  count  taken  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the 
sceond  section  of  the  apportionment  bill,  which 
was  reported  by  the  Clerk  to  be  yeas  90,  nays  91, 
instead  of  yeas  91,  nays  91 — which  was  the  uue 
counL  The  Clerk,  Mr.  C.  sitid,  was  ^tbfied  now 
that  his  report  of  the  vote  on  the  final  paS||^e  of  that 
bill  was  incorrect.  His  second  proposition  wa?, 
to  add  the  vote  of  Mr.  Ahdbbws  of  Kentucky, 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  whose  vote  was 
not  recorded.  The  third  proposition  was,  to  allow 
Mr.  MooRB,  who  voted  in  the  negative  under  a 
misapprehension,  to  correct  his  vote.  Mr.  Am- 
P90wn  haying  TOied  against  the  recoosideratipn, 


he  went  to  him  knd  asked  him  how  it  was  he  had 
given  sueh  a  vote,  when  he  had  previously  ex- 
pressed bis  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill.  Mr.  Am- 
Dsxws  then  informed  him  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
bill  on  every  qu^tion  that  was  taken  until  the 
last;  and  he  had  then  voted  against  the  reconsider 
ation,  in  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisk.] 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  said  that,  io  rela 
tion  to  his  vote,  he  had  no  dis.inct  recollection  on 
the  subject.  He  bad  referred  to  gentlemen  around 
him  for  their  recolleciionis  on  the  subject,  and  they 
had  informed  him  that  he  did  not  vote  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hill;  that  he  rose  and  addressed  the 
Speaker,  in  order  to  bave  his  name  called;  but,  not 
being  answered,  he' had  sat  down,  remarking  that 
he  did  not  care  much  about  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  was  unwilling  to  ask  to  have  his 
name  recorded.  He  voted  against  the  reconsidera- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  several  gentlemen— and, 
among  the  rest,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia — bad 
taunted  them  with  having  passed  a  law  that  was  a 
nullity. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  said  that,  in  justice 
to  himself,  he  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  one 
question.  When  he  went  to  him  to  ask  him  why 
be  voted  against  the  reconsideration,  when  heiiad 

Promised  to  vote  for  the  bill,  did  he  not  state  that 
e  had  voted  for  it  on  every  question  that  occur- 
red previous  to  that  vote?  He  asked  this  question, 
in  order  to  put  himself  ri^ht. 

Mr.  AS^DRBWS  of  Kentucky  said  he  would, 
with  pleasure,  put  the  gentleman  right.  When 
the  gentleman  came  to  him,  be  did  state  to  him 
that  be  had  been  with  him  on  every  question  till 
the  vole  on  the  reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Clerk  would  cor- 
rect the  count  of  the  vote  that  was  taken,  making 
it  91  to  91.  The  bill,  therefore,  was  rejected.  In 
relation  to  the  vote  of  Mr  Andrews  of  Kentucky, 
the  Speaker  conid  not  direct  it  to  be  recorded,  un- 
less the  gentleman  himself  desired  it. 

LAND  TAXES. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  called  up  his  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Legislature  of  Illinois  to  tax  the  lands 
sok]  by  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  that 
State.  Mr.  R.  requested  to  have  the  law  on  the 
subject  read. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  could  not  be  done 
but  by  general  consent;  and  the  question  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  go  into  Committed  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  not 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration on  the  table;  which  motion  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  hoped  the  House 
would,  by  general  consent,  take  up  the  bill  to  di- 
vide the  United  States  into  two  military  districts. 
Objections  weie  made.  He  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  motion  would 
be  waived,  to  allow  reports  to  be  made  from  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  did  not  withdraw  his 
motion,  but  asked  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  permission  to  report  the  navy 
appropriation  bill,  with  the  Senate's  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  again  appealed  to  the 
House  to  allow  reports  to  be  received  from  com- 
mittees, as  the  opportunities  to  make  them  would 
be  very  few  before  the  termination  of  the  session. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  an  appeal  in  favor 
of  the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  Committee  cf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  MALLORY  obtained  permission  to  present 
some  papers,  which  were  understood  to  relate  to 
the  exploring  expedition. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Baiaos]  to  go 
into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and  Mr.  TEmmnimxi 
took  the  chair. 


THE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPRO- 
PRIATION  BILL. 

Ttie  oommittee  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  iht 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Qovemment  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  30ih  day  of  June,  1844;  and  pro- 
ceeded through  all  the  items,  without  obiection,  ai- 
til  the  Clerk  arrived  at  those  under  the  head  of 
••Judiciary." 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOER80LL  moved  to  reduce  the 
item  appropriating  |473,000  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  siipreme,  circuit,  and  district  conns 
of  the  United  States,  4c.,  dbfe.,  by  a  dedoeiion  of 
#100,000. 

He  advocated  bis  amendment,  to  corb  the  ex- 
travagance which  had  sprnng  up  in  that  brandi  of 
the  public  expenditures;  and  observed  that,  sin^  hs 
was  in  Congress,  some  years  ago^  the  expenses  un- 
der this  head  had  risen  from  #40,000  to  upwards  of 
#400,000  per  annum.  He  pointed  oat  varioas 
modes  by  which  retrenchment  might  be  effeded* 
particularly  the  opening  of  the  eonris  Qn  certain 
days,  and  on  those  days  transacting  the  bosinesB  of 
the  courts;  instead  of  opening  them  every  day  In 
the  year,  and  closing  them  again,  withont  the  dis- 
charge of  any  duties.  The  latter  coarse  woald  ef- 
f^t  the  saving  of  a  large  amount  now  paid  to  of- 
ficers, jurors,  witnesses,  &c.,  for  attendanee  oft 
those  days  when  the  courts  were  opened  fro  fmm 
only. 

He  alluded  to  the  rejection  of  this  item  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  its  inurodnetiofi  after- 
wards in  a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  for  the  Wyan- 
dot Indiana — ^by  which  means  it  passed,  in  the  con- 
fusion attendant  on  the  doie  of  a  session,  without 
the  knowledge  of  many  members  oa  that  floor, 
who  would  have  opposed  the  appiopriation  if  tbej 
had  been  aware  that  it  was  reintroduced  in  that  on- 
usual  shape.  He  was  himself  one  of  those  who 
were  unconscious  of  the  pas»age  of  that  item  of 
appropriation;  and  his  first  information  of  that 
fact  was  derived  from  the  newspaper  reports  of 
their  proceedings,  on  the  following  day. 

He  conclnded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
committee  would  reduce  this  item  of  appropriation, 
as  they  did  at  the  last  session. 

Messrs.  FILLMORE,  ADAMS,  TILUNG- 
HAST,  and  BARNARD,  having  made  some  ob- 
servations on  the  amendment — 
'  Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  said  the  com- 
mittee would  recollect  that,  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  the  chairman  X)f  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  by  a  serifs  of  resolutions,  called  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  examinatioa 
into  the  expenses  of  the  jsdiciary,  which  bad  of 
late  grown  up  to  an  enormous  amount.  That  ex- 
amination was  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treuo- 
ry,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe 
Treasury;  and  his  report  was  sent  here  on  ihe  93d 
December  last,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary  for  examination,  and  to  report  to  the 
House  in  reference  to  those  expenses:  The  dlai^ 
man  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  however,  had  ta* 
ken  no  action  on  that  subject.  The  report  of  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended  a  fee-bill 
for  the  ofilcers  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States;  and  yet  this  House  had  had  no 
bill,  nor  even  a  report,  from  the  Judiciary  Coouait* 
tee,  on  that  subject.  Now,  if  there  was  any  branch 
of  this  Government  in  which  corraption  eztsied,  it 
was  in  the  judiciary,  so  far  as  the  ofllceis  ai  the 
courts  were  concerned.  It  would  be  reeonecled 
that,  in  the  month  of  March,  a  year  ago,  he  intro- 
duced a  resolution  calling  for  returns  of  fees,  par* 
ticularly  in  relation  to  the  southern  dlstrietof  New 
York;  but  that  resolution  remained  unanswered  Io 
ibis  day,  and  not  a  particle  of  informatioa  had 
come  in,  in  response  to  it.  It  was  true  ttiat  a  t^ 
port  on  one  branch  of  this  subject  had  been  made 
to  this  House;  but  he  was  told  that  a  portion  of 
that  report  had  been  abstracted  either  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  or  from  the  oflke  of 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  their  printers;  it  was^tfaat 
part  of  the  report  which  contained  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
fees  of  the  ofllcers  of  the  different  courts  qf  the 
United  States,  and  the  amount  of  their  reoeipis  and 
emol^ment8.  That  document  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  early  in  Febniaiy,  but  it  had  not  besR 
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printed  to  this  day.  Now,  sach  were  bis  views  on 
Ilii88abjeet,tbat  if  any  gentleman  wonld  move  to 
lednee  the  item  f300,0<)0,  he  wonld  TOte  for  it, 
BDlQ  they  eonld  hare  some  action  on  the  snbject, 

§f  which  they  should  be  enabled  to  act  intelligibly, 
e  saw  no  reason  why  clerks  should  receive 
|S,000,  #10,000,  or  |15^000,  for  meehaoical  ser- 
vices, when  the  jadges  received  only  f6,500. 

Bdr.  BARNARD  explained. 

Messrs.  TILUNGHASTandSALTONSTALL 
addressed  the  committee  in  eztennation  of  the 
efaatges  made  against  the  officers  charged  with  the 
jadidal  expenditures. 

Mr.  GORDON  spoke  in  favor'of  the  reduction. 
He  contended  that,  unless  the  appropriation  was 
reduced  #100,000,  as  proposed,  ihere  would  not  be 
any  alteration  in  the  exorbitant  prices  now  charged 
ia  the  fee-Mils.  True,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
uyhad  reported  a  plan  for  redncingthe  expen* 
dltures  of  the  courts  generally;  but  it  must  be 
■aoifest  that  there  was  not  time  to  take  it  up,  and 
set  on  it  this  session;  and  therefore  to  ref^ue  to  re- 
dace,  would  be  equivalent  to  giving  the  go*by  to 
the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ihosbsoll^ 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALI/)RT  said  be  was  instructed  by 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Coast  Survey  to  offer  the 
following  amendment: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
Ihiwrnm*  doilan  be  appropriated,  eut  of  any  mooey  in  the 
trtaeorj  noc  otberwiae  appropriated,  for  continuing  the  surrey 
oT  the  coast  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  thie«  and  all 
other  appropriations  hereafter  to  l>e  made  for  this  work,  shall, 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  be  expended  in  accordance 
with  a  plan  of  reorganizing  the  mode  or  executing  the  servey. 
to  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  a  board 
of  officers  which  shall  be  organized  b^  him,  to  consist  of  the 
prMint  superintendent^  his  two  principal  assistants,  and  the 


two  naval  ofBcers  now  in  charge  of  the  hrdrographical  parties, 
aod  lour  from  among  the  principal  officers  or  the  corpe  of. 
topographical  engineer*;  none  of  whom  shall  receive  any  addi* 
tmal  compensation  whaterer  for  this  service,  and  who  shall 
sit  as  soon  ss  oraanized.  Aod  the  President  of  the  United  Suuee 
iliaU  adopt  and  cai  ry  into  efTea  the  plan  of  said  board,  as 
sgreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  its  n^embers;  and  the  plan  of 
said  board  ahall  cause  to  be  employed  as  many  officers  of  the 
army  aod  navy  of  the  United  States  as  will  be  compiaiible  with 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  worlr;  the  officers  of  the  navy 


to  be  empioyea  on  the  hydro^rapbical  parts,  aod  the  officers  of 
the  army  op  the  topographical  parts  of  the  work.  And  no 
ofScer  or  the  arraj  or  nayy  shall  horeafler  receive  any  extra 
pay,  out  of  (his  or  any  future  appropriations,  for  surveys. 

Mr.  MAXtLORT  said  it  would  be  perceived  by 
the  House  that  this  amendment  proposed  a  total 
reorganization  of  the  work;  and  if  it  ibonld  be 
carried  out  in  the  spirit  ^f  tl^at  amendment,  it 
would  correct  many  of  the  abuses  which  some  <  f 
them  believed  to  exist,  and  woold  effect  a  saving 
of  some  (PO.OOO  or  f  30,000,  by  dispensing  with 
the  services  of  oomeroas  civil  officers,  believed 
not  to  be  necessary,  and  substituting  for  them 
officers  of  the  topographical  corps  and  officers  of 
the  navy.  The  committee  had  left  the  plan  of 
the  survey  to  be  decided  on  by  a  board  of  officers/ 
and  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  approval,  as 
they  had  not  been  able  to  agree  among  themselves 
on  anj  detailed  plan.  He  bad,  to  be  sore,  his 
own  views  as  to  how  the  work  should  be  carried 
on;  but  as  they  did  not  meet  the  concurrence  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  he  could  not  bring  tbem 
before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a  report.  As  he 
had  spoken  at  large  on  the  subject,  some  days 
nnee,  he  felt  no  disposition  to  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  committee,  but  would  leave  the  amendment 
in  their  bands,  trastiog  that  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendmenr,  striking  out  $100,000,  and  inserting 
ft40,000;  together  with  a  proviso,  that  the  super- 
inteodenee  of  the  coast  survey  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  Navy  Department,  and  that  the  surveys  shall 
be  carried  on  by  officers  of  the  navy  and  of  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that,  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
VirginiA,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  he  most  in  a  few  words 
eipresa  bis  opposition  to  the  latter.  That  amend- 
ment did  not  look  to  the  practical  reform  which  the 
Hoose  expected  when  this  subject  was  last  under 
diacnsaion.  He  believed,  that  there  was  a  decided 
diapoeition  manifested  in  the  House  to  get  clear  of 
the  present  head  of  the  survey;  yet  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  brought  him  forward  as  the  most 
prominent  membei'  of  it.  He  thought  the  House 
^ieid^  when  the  subject  waa  up  before,  that  the 


survey  should  be  carried  on  by  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government;  and  be  wished  it  to  be  canied 
on  in  that  way  now.  He  did  not  wish  to  pay  some 
hundred  thousand  doll&rs  as  extra  pay  for  officers 
taken  from  private  life,  when  there  were  so  many 
in  the  navy  and  army  perfectly  competent  to  per- 
form this  service.  This  work  had  cost  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars  by  \he  employment  of  Mr.  Hass- 
Jer  and  his  civil  assistants  alone,  without  taking 
into  consideration  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
and  army  who  were  engaged  in  it.  He  believed 
that  Mr*  Hassler  bad  retarded  the  work  for  years, 
.  and,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  man,  he  could  safely 
say  that  he  was  physically  and  mentally  incapa- 
ble of  carrying  it  on  properly — incapable  both  by 
temper  and  by  age.  He  wa^  like  a  hen  with 
chickens  around  her,  who  would  suffer  no  one  to 
meddle  with  tbem.  He  had  seen  enough  of  that 
department  to  be  convinced  that  things  were  carried 
on  in  the  most  ridiculous  manner  in  it.  For  in- 
stance, Mr.  Hassler  had  a  work  shop  here  in  Wash* 
ington  to  repair  his  -instruments;  and  when  he  was 
asked  what  he  would  do  if  any  of  kin  instruments 
got  out  of  order  while  he  was  in  New  Yoik  or  New 
Jersey  surveying,  answered  that  he  would  send 
them  on  to  Washington.  If  any  gentleman  would 
read  the  letter'  addres5ed  by  the  superintendent  to 
Mr.  Aycr}gg,he  would  hardly  (Mr.  B.  thought) 
pronounce  him  a  sane  man. 

The  following  extract  would  show  the  whole 
character  of  the  mind  and  temper  of  the  man: 

**I  have  only  to  regret:  diat  yon,  in  the  situation  of  a  member 
of  tlieseZecf  committee  of  investigation  upon  the  coast  survey, 
(though  your  applicaiioo  is  not  made  in  that  capacity,  or  with 
tt)atauihoiization,))iaTe  suflered  yourself  to  be  misled  by  such 
reports,  which  may  oblige  me  to  matte  your  and  this  letter  pob< 
lie,  wtuch  I  think  you  might  have  a  considerable  interest  to 
keep  between  ns,  by  fairly  and  decidedly  turn  friendly  to  the 
work,  as  you  stated  at  first,  but  which jrou  have  so  much  at- 
tacked, and  to  let  me  alone;  who  certainly  have  done  nothing 
that  could  in  any  wajr  in  the  world  t)e  taken  ill  in  me,  neither 
in  the  work,  nor  against  you,  unless  you'  should  think:  that  I 
have  no  right  of  self-defence,  which  belongs,  by  natural  right 
to  all,  even  the  dumb  creation,  and  I  therefore  shall  not  give  up, 
having  so  plenty  means  for  it  on  Imnd.  Within  iico  doye,  I 
hope  to  gel  your  decision  upon  this  ooint.  because  I  am^  not 
sure  of  the  use  you  mean  to  make  of  the  information,  which  I 
herewith  give  to  you,  in  the  fullest  candor,  I  am  decidedly 
obliged  CO  -act,  and  so  to  act^  that  neither  this  <fOuntry  nor  Eu- 
rope can  remain  in  doubt  upon  the  subjecv  of  vour  questions; 
you  cannot  but  see,  that  the  subject  tou  attack,  (namely,  the 
accuracyof  the  iMise  line,)  belongs  to  the  scientific  world,  which 
is  not  limited  by  tlie  boundary  of  the  United  Rtatee,  even  as  set- 
tled by  the  last  treaty;  that  mathematics  furnishes  means  to 
ascertain  truth,  which  even  politics  cannot,  (for  even  the  de- 
cision of  large  assemblies  by  plurality  of  votea,  has  been  cal* 
culated  by  mathematicians-^eee  **Condonet"  Prolwbilite'  dea 
decisions  par  la  piuralite  des  voix.) 

BMides,  please  to  observe,  that  every  stroke  you  may  think  to 
do  at  the  coast  survej.  by  raising  doubts  upon  its  accuracy, 
and  leviline  it,  may  be  also  a  stroke  at  4ome  vessel,  bearing, 
pertiaps,  a  ^iend  or  relation  of  yours,  whose  grmms  will  cry 
vengeance  upon  you,  for  having  prevented,  or  discredited,  the 
execution  of  an  accurate  survey  of  the«oast,  upon  which  you 
may  be  long  in  search  of  his  corpse. 

With  best  wishes,  your  obeaient  servant, 

P.  R.  HASSLER. 

The  Qovernment  would  find  it  more  useful  to 
employ  Mr.  Hassler  in  calcolating^  matbemati« 
cally,  the  Totes  of  Congress,  than  to  conduct  the 
survey.  His  friends  say  he  knows  more  of  mathe- 
matics than  any  man  living;  and  he,  in  the  above 
extract,  bints  that  he  can  so  calculate  *^the  decision 
of  large  assemblies."  This  wonld  be  of  great  ad* 
vantage,  as  it  was  now  found  very  difficult  to  get 
the  votes  of  members.  If  Mr.  Hastier  could  cal* 
culate  these,  the  members  could  go  home  when 
they  plea^.  Let  him,  then,  he  appointed  calcula- 
tor general  of  Congress;  but  he  begged  of  them  to 
uke  him  away  from  the  coast  survey,  if  they 
wished  it  ever  to  be  made  of  use  to  the  country. 
But  this  was  wandering  from  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  prepared  some  notes  of 
the  history  of  the  work,  but  he  wonld  only 
refer  to  tbem  now.  The  law  of  February  10, 
1807,  created  the  coast  survey,  put  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  and  authorized  him  to  use  army 
and  navy  officers,  navy  vessels,  astronomers;  and 
other  pesBons. 

In  August,  1816,  Mr.  Hassler  was  appointed  su- 
perijDtendent.  His  agreement  was  to  *'make  the 
principal  triaognlation  and  consequent  calculations 
himself;  to  instruct  the  engineer  and  naval  officers 
employed  tmder  him;  and  he  wanted  two  officers 
of  engineers,  topographical  or  others,  and  some 
cadets  of  said  corps,  in  number  according  to  cir- 
cumstances." 
]      April  14, 1818,  that  part  of  the  law  of  1807  was 


repealed,  which  authorized  the  employment  of  other 
persons^han  those  belonging  to  the  army  and  navy. 
Up  to  liia  time»  over  $55,000  were  expended j  in  be« 
gioDittg  the  work  and  buying  instrumentSi  for  whic|i 
purpose  Mr.  Hassler  was  in  England  from  August, 
1811,  to  1815. 

June  10,  1833,  the  law  of  1807  was  revived, 
and  Mr.  Hassler  was  again  appointed  superin- 
tendent. The  work  has  l:^n  isoing  on  ever  since. 
The  coast  has  been  triangulated  from  Point  Judith 
to  Cape  Henlopen,  (say  about  300  miles;)  but 
only  a  part  of  the  oflT-shore  soundings  have  been 
taken.  There  are  about  3,000  miles  of  seaboard 
to  the  United  States.  |7d0,000  have  been  ex- 
pended already. 

It  is  stated,  in  Captain  SwiCt^s  pamphlet,  that 
the  survey'  of  the  coast  was  under  the  Treasury 
Department,  because  Mr.  Hassler  was  already  en- 
gaged under  that  department,  making  weights  and 
measures.    These  are  all  made  now. 

When  the  eoast  survey  was  begun,  the  topo* 
graphical  corps  existed  but  in  name.  In  1838,  Ijt 
was  organized  and  enlarged,  and  is  now  an  able 
and  useful  corps. 

Last  year.  Congress  established  a  bydrographi- 
cal  bureau  in  the  Navy  Department.  There  are 
numbers  of  naval  officers  capable  of  doing  bydro- 
'graphical  duties  under  this  bureaitt 

The  coast  survey  is  the  most  importut  topo- 
graphical and  hydrographical  work  in  the  country^ 
We  have  a  topographical  and  a  hydrographical 
boreaa,  yet  neither  of  them  has  any  coimexton 
with  this  great  national  work. 

Mr.  Hassler  has  just  published  from  the  opinion 
of  the  Marquis  of  La  Place,  (Chamber  of  Peers, 
se^ion  of  1816-U7,)  upon  the  French  survey, 
this  valuable  suggestion,  viz:  ''Perhaps  even  the 
great  number  of  geographical  engineers  which  our' 
present  state  of  peace  allows  to  employ .  in  this 
work,  to  which  it  is  pait^ful  to  see  tbem  strangers, 
would  render  its  execution  more  prompt,  and  \es9 
expensive." 

The  Florida  war  is  now  over;  many  works  of 
internal  improvement  are  vospeoded;  there  must  be 
topographical  officers  enough  for  the  coast  survey. 

The  Russian  Government  has  employed  an  able 
American  engineer  to  perform  an  important  scien- 
tific work;  but  thai  wise  Government  reqtiires  that 
all  the  assistants  shall  come  from  its  corps  of  en- 
gineers, which  is  composed  of  army  and  navy  offi- 
cers. , 

If  the  coast  survey  is  to  be  a  useful  public  work, 
let  the  officers  conduct  it  under  their  bureaus.  The 
officers  would  then  take  a  pride  in  this  dnty,  and 
do  it  well,  and  do  it  cheap.  The  supervision  of 
the  bureiius  would^  occasion  system}  fidelity,  and 
entire  responsibility. 

More  than  $30,000  ate  now  paid  annually  to 
citizens,  for  salaries,  out  of  the  coast  survey  appro- 
priation. This  could  be  saved,  by  employing  offi- 
cers. Make  exclusive  use  of  them,  and  hidf  the 
pref^ent  annual  appropriation  would  suffice. 

Can  the  Treasury  Department  manage  the  sur- 
vey understandiDgly?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  already  enough  to  do  in  the  line  of  his 
duty;  and,  as  far  as  the  survey  is  concerned,  a 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  is  the  secretary. 

Can  a  citizen  superintendent,  of  closet  and  scien- 
tific habits;  er  can  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
o  ment,  manage,  with  efficiency  and  economy,  so 
*  many  land  and  water  parties,  officers,  men,  vessels, 
and  boats  ? 

The  Navy  Department  pays  out  of  the  navy 
appropriation  the  officers  and  men  now  lent  to  the 
Treasury  for  the  survey.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  appears  to  have  no  control  over  the  expend- 
itures of  this  part  of  the  naval  appropriation. 
He  does  not  even  select  the  officers  detailed  for 
this  duty,  though  he  knows  his  own  material  best, 
and  those  who  are  most  suitable.  This  navy  duty 
has  become  treasury  patronage,  with  commands, 
extra  pay,  dbc.  ' 

The  Treasury  Department  has  charge  of  the 
vessels;  they  are  bought  by  the  coast  surrey  ap- 
propriation; the  oflf-shore  soundings  are  only  in  part 
taken.  There  are  not  vessels  enough,  and  of  the 
right  sort,  to  take  these  soundings  and  in  the  ri^h 
way.  Steamers  are  wanted.  The  survey  ap- 
propriation  cannot  bear  the  expense;  but  if  the  Nn^ 
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yy  Department  had  charge  of  the  hydrography,  it 
eonld  put  snitable  vessels  on  the  coast  squadron, 
and  employ  them  on  the  eoast  anrvey,  agreeably 
to  the  law  of  1807. 

Last  year  the  Tesiels  did  no  sonndings  until 
about  ibe  1st  of  Jane,  although  the  spring  opened 
ea^Iy.  The  treasary  bad  not  the  means  to  equip 
the  vessels  aatil  the  appropriation  bill  passed  Con- 
gress. But  if  the  navy  had  charge  of  vessels,  the 
few  naval  stores  they  wanted  might  have  been  fur- 
nished from  the  navy  stores,  or  given  from  second- 
hand articles  not  on  charge  at  the  yards.  Had  good 
arrangements  been  made,  the  Delaware  bay  might 
reiuiily  have  been  finished  last  fall,  and  the  chart 
af  it  got  out  at  once. 

Now,  the  topographical  corps  makes  surveys  for 
^elieaioes;  the  navy  officers  make  charts  along  the 
coast;  and  the  coast  survey  goes  over  the  same 
plaiee  a  third  time.  If  the  officers  did  ithis  work,  the 
army  might  get  the  military  information^  and  the 
navf  (he  hydregraphical  knowledge,  which  the  inter- 
fst  ef  the  country  requires  that  each  of  these 
braiMdiee  of  the  public  defence  .shoukl  have;  and 
this,  atahe  expense  of  but  one  survey;  for,  at  places 
where  defences  might  be  required,  the  snney  could 
be  dane  with  the  utmost  miautenebs. 

The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  need  not 
dash.  ,  The  topographical  corps  (aided  by 
junior  navy  officers  willing  to  serve  under  that 
burtau-^and  the  reeent  Florida  war  and  the  pres- 
ent eoast  survey  system,  show  that  navy  officers  are 
willing  to  serve,  for  the  pubPic  good,  under  other 
departments  than  their  own)  would  do  the  to- 
pography and  furnish  the  shore  line.  The  hydro • 
graphical  officers  would  receive  the  shore  line, 
take  the  soundings,  and  make  the  chart.  The  same 
principle  is  now  at  work,  and  works  well.  The 
navy  officers  now  get  the  shore  line  from  the  citi- 
lens  inr  the  shore  partie?*. 

The  President  could  direct  the  War  and  Navy 
Secretaries  to  make  such  rules,  through  the  bureaus, 
as  would  obviate  every  difficulty. 

Employing  officers  would  secure  for  the  public, 
system,  economy,  and  despatch.  The  informa- 
tion abtalned  would  be  got  by  the  right  persons  and 
kept  in  the  right  hands.  Government  would  have 
complete  command  of  the  persons  employed;  an  d 
should  the  work  ever  be  suspended,  might,  at 
pleasure,  set  them  to  work  again  on  the  same  duty. 

Under  uny  aspect  of  the  matter,  Mr.  B.  said  he 
could,  not  see  the  propriety  of  continumg  llr.  Hass- 
kr;  or,  indeed,  of  employing  any  civilians  in  the 
work.  Mr.  Hassler's  assistants,  he  understood, 
were  men  of  high  character  and  qualifications,  and 
might,  if  free  from  bis  paralyzing  influence,  carry 
on  the  work  with  more  eipedition;  but,  believing 
as  he  c|id,  that  their  services  could  be  dispensed 
with,  he  could  not  authorize  their  retention.  The 
survey  he  wished  to  be  prosecuted  without  delay; 
and  all  he  wanted  was,  to  have  it  under  the  most 
efficient  management.  If  it  was  found  that  the 
officers  of  the  navy  and  army  were  not  competent, 
it  could  be  remedied  hereafter;  but  it  was  due  to 
them  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  before  they  were 
condemned.  Certainly  they  onghi  not  to  be  dis- 
graced and  condenuied  in  advance.  It  was  an  in- 
sult to  them  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  the 
only  nmn  in  the  country  capable  of  superintending 
this  work;  and  that  they  could  not  carry  on  the  sur- 
vey of  oui'  coast  by  triangalation.  They  had  been 
for  some  time,  and  were  now,  surveying  the  lakes; 
and  he  believed  their  surveys  would  be  equally  cor- 
rect with  Mr.  Hassler's.  We  had  a  bureau  of 
hydrography  of  the  navy,  and  a  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers,  which  were  expressly  created 
to  perform  this  kind  of  service;  while  there  was  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  which  qualified 
the  officers  to  perform  it.  The  people  would  hardly 
believe  that  these  officers  (educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government)  were  not  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  services  for  which  they  were  educated;  and, 
if  they  thought  so,  tb^y  would  bc^for  aboli&hing  that 
institution.  They  would  say  that  these  officers  should 
be  dismissed,  and  others  appointed  in  their  places, 
who  were  qualified. 

There  was  no  officer  of  the  (jk>vernment,  except 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  wb^^eceived  so 
mnoh  from  the  treasury  as  Mr.  H^s^.    Bfr.  B. 


here  read'from  the  printed  report  ot  the  evidence 
taken  b^^fore  the  committee  the  following  extract: 

'  *'U.  What  sQin  is  allowed  to  Mr.  HMrior,  aoooiUy,  for  ex' 
peMea.ezclasiTe  of  compeoaationi 

A.  Batary  #3,000,  aod  ezpenaefl  f  3.000. 

Q.  For  what  axpensMli  thii  #3,000  daaicnad?  bitfbrp«> 
■onaJ  expenaMf? 

At  I  rappose  it  if  the  ezpeiwee  of  liTing. 

Q.  le  be  paid  for  other  ezpAoaee  when  ne  goea  Into  the  fiekfl 

A.  He  it  luroiihed  with  ao  ioetrttroent  carriage  aod  honee 
for  the  ineiminenta  and  himself^  and  a  ba^age  wagon  beeldei, 
for  instrumenta,  at  the  public  expense, 

Q.  If  it  the  aame  carriage  which  he  is  accuatomed  to  oae  in 
Waahingtoot 

A.  Yea. 

Q.  Are  honea  and  men  paid  at  the  public  expenae  for  the 
carria«e  and  wagon  throngn  the  yeurl 

A.  Yea;  foar  hotaea,  one  permanent  drivar,  aad  one  other 
man,  who  alao  aaeiata  about  the  olBce." 

Besides  all  this,  Mr.  Ebssler  had  recently  moved 
into  the  eoastpsurvey  building,  amd  thereby  lived 
rent  free.  A  majori^  of  the  committee  would 
agree  with  him,  that  this  officer  was  pressing  like 
an  incubus  on  the  survey.  He  never  conJd  ac- 
knowledge that  there  was  no  other  man  in  the 
country  capable  of  carrying  «n  this  work.  This 
might  have  been  the  case  when  be  was  first  ap- 
pointed, thlr^  years  ago;  but  since  that  time  they 
had  a  number  of  officers  educated  at  the  military 
academy,  while  many  others  in  the  civil  walks, of 
life  bad  qualified  themselves  for  scientific  employ- 
ments. He  was  sure  that  the  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy  were  competent  to  perform  this  work. 
There  was  but  little  now  for  the  topographical  en- 
gineers to  do;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  of 
them,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  navy,  would  be  glad 
to  be  employed  on  the  eoast  survey.  Indeed,  sev- 
eral efficers  of  the  navy  had  told  him  that  they 
would  like  such  employment,  rather  than  be  idle, 
as  they  then  were. 

From  the  rate  the  coast  survey  had  thus  far 
proceeded,  it  would  take  more  than  a  hundred 
years  to  complete  it.  Certainly  this  was  too  slow. 
H^  hoped,  therefore,  a  change  would  be  made.  In 
the  language  of  the  report  of  Mr.  ATcaioo:  '*We 
should  then  have  the  survey. conducted  on  a  sys- 
tem of  practical  utility,  and  moving  right  end  fore- 
most.*' 

Mr.  RVERETT  made  some  remarks  in  too  low 
a  tone  to  be  heard  by  the  reporter,  but  he  was 
understood  as  opposing  the  amendment.      > 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  ofiered  a  resolution 
for  adoption. 
'«     Mr.  WISB  objected  to  its  reception. 

The  resolution  was  as  follows: 

Ite$ol9ed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodlciarjbe  inatmct* 
ed  to  inquhre  into  the  expediency  of  so  raodlOring  the  21at  ar- 
ticle of  tbe  rulea  and  regulationa  for  the  roremment  of  the 
nl77,preacribed  by  the  act  of  23d  April,  1800,  aa  to  provide 
that  the  authority  ciTen  by  that  anlcie  to  a  court  martial  to 
paniah  the  crime  of  murder,  when  committed  by  any  officer, 
ateman,  or  marine  bekmging  to  any  public  Teaael  of  the  United 
Btatea,  whhout  tlie  territorial  juriadiction  of  the  aame,  ahall  not 
be  exetciaed  when  the  pecM>n  charged  with  having  committed 
auch  murder  ahall  have  arrived  within  the  territorial  Juriadic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  can  be  arreated  and  held  to  an- 
awer  by  the  civil  courta;  and  that  in  all  auch  caaea,  the  juria. 
dictioB  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  united  fikaiea,  for  the  circuit 
into  which  the  peraon  charved  with  auch  crime  ahall  first  be 
brought,  or  in  which  he  ahail  be  apprehended,  shall  have  exclu- 
aive  juriadiction  and  cogniaanoeof  the  offence. 

Mr.  PROFPIT  offered  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  disregard  of  a  resolaiion  pamed  by  the 
House,  some  twelve  months  ago,  calling  upon  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  for  returns  of  officers 
who  retain  possession  of  public  moneys,  including 
,  forfeitures  and  penalties;  but,  as  objection  was 
made,  it  was  not  received.    Is  was  as  follows : 

Wl^ereaa  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  did,  on  the  29lh  June, 
1842,  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

^R99olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  wbeihefany  collectors,  or  other  offlcers  of 
the  customs,  have  retained  and  aiill  hold  any  moneya  received 
by  them,  from  finei^  peoaliiea,  and  forfeiturea,  accruk^  aince 
the  3d  March,  1811;  and  if  any  auch  officer  <k>es  retain  moneys, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  to 
this  House  the  namea  of  such  offloera,  and  the  amount  ao  re- 
tained. 

^'Rtolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  diiected 
to  inform  thia  Houae  whether  any  opinion  of  the  Atwrney  Gen- 
eral haa  been  given  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  retention,  by 
officers  of  the  customs,  of  moneys  now  accruing  under  the  head 
of  'fines,  penalties,  and  forreitureei*  and  il  any  such  opinion 
has  been  gi  ven^the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  ttiis  House  with  a  copy  of  tbe  same. 

*'Re$olvedi  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  whether  he  has  ordered  any  officer  of  the 
customs,  reuining  moneya  accruing  since  the  3d  Mardi,  I&ll, 
under  tUe  head  of  'fine^  penalties,  and  forieitures^'  to  pay  said 
moneys  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  whettier 
any  officer  of  the  customs  haa  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  over 
saidmoneys;  if  astheaociietaryof  thsTreaaoryiadireciedto 


furnish  the  names  of  such  officers  n^ectingor  refwiof  to  obiy 
Wa  order." 

And  wharcM  nearly  eight  moatha  have  nowelapea^  aad  ■• 

anawer  to  theve  reaolutiooahaa  bae«  trsnasutied  to  fhii  n<ww| 

faerefore, 

I    ItesoAredL  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasary  be  dhacaei  la 

inform  this  House  why  k  la  that  these  rsKtadooa  havaaSibiia 

anawered. 

Alao,  whether  any  porreapondeoce haa  takeuplaoe tiMweeo 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury  and  Ihe  FiMtC!oai|KrMHf,«c 
any  other  ^mcei,  on  the  aoh^of  answering  tbeaa  wtmivmm 
and,  if  any  correapoDdeoee  haa  taken  taken  ptaoo)  ihe^M* 
rotary  of  the  Treaaury  ia  directed  to  transmlrtolmft  Hoaaftt 
copyof  titeaaflM.  _, 

AJao,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treetnry  infoqa  ibia  Bow 
what  are  the  cauaea  of  the  great  delay  in  anawenng  reaolntiooi 
-  -    -  •  nofiha' 


of  thia  Houae;  and  whether  any  reorganization 

Department  ia  necessary,  to  insure  a  more  efBdeitt  nttaetkiB  lb 

the  orders  of  Congreaa. 

Mr.  PROFPIT  said  that,  if  molstioiM  •f  the 
House— specially  of  the  io^portanoeof  sbcsewUib 
had  been  passed  nearly  eight  maoAa^^^^fM  ibm 
remain  neglected,  it  should  not  be  bis  (Mr.Paor- 
FiT^)  fault.  If  Gevemment  oflkcrs  can  bold  ovw 
public  moneys,  and  thus  siiestly  be  aoffcndia 
became  defaulters,  he  (3Af.  Baopm)  would  not  ha 
responsible  for  so  gross  neglect  of  p«blie  doty.  Ltc 
those  who  refuse  to  call  for  information,  or  negkat 
to  enforce  the  orders  of  this  House,  calling  for  in- 
formation, bear  tbe  odium  of  any  defUoation  wUeh 
may  take  place.  ,  

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  EYERfifFT,  19J0QO  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Wayu 
and  Means,  on  tbe  state  of  the  llaanoea,  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Bir.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  submitted  a  resohOi^ 
directing  tbe  printing  of  the  usual  numb^  of  eitra 
copies  (10,000)  of  the  annual  commercial  state- 
ment, so  soon  as  it  should  be  received  from  tbe 
Treasary  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  the  resolu* 
tion,  by  adding  a  like  number  of  copiea  of  the 
report  of  the  l^scretary  of  the  Treasury,  \a  a»- 
swer  to  tbe  resolution  of  the  House  adopted  on  the 
523d  instant. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gen  tlemaji  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Fillmou,]  that  5^000  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  tbe  select  commiliee  on  re- 
trenchment [Mr.  GfLBcaa^]  be  printed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  last  motion,  and 
the  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  lost* 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  called  for  a  count;  but 
withdrew  his  call,  at  tbe  request  of  many  members, 
who  apprehended  that  a  count  would  show  that 
no  quorum  was  present. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fillmobx]  was  agreed  to;  and,  after  m 
ineffectual  effort  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  Y.  BROWN 
to  have  (he  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  it  was,  ts 
amended,  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  number 
of  executive  communications;  which  were  all  laid 
on  tbe  table,  or  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
meat,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  93d  Febru- 
ary, transmitting  a  statement  of  tbe  outstanding  ap- 
propriations on  the  3d  of  March,  1841,  and  me 
available  means  of  the  treasury  at  the  same  period; 
also,  the  ouutandiog  appropriations  and  availahle 
means  estimated  for  the  3d  March,  1843. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  tbe  report  of  J.  W.  P.  Lewis, 
engineer,  on  the  condition  of  the  light-houses  ia  tbe 
United  States. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Dqiart- 
ment,  showing  tbe  official  emoluments  of  tbe  vari- 
ous officers  of  tbe  customs  during  the  past  year. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, sapplementary  to  the  report  upon  steamboat 
navigation  in  tbe  Mississippi  river,  and  on  the 
Norib^rn  lakes. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  tbe  contingeAt  expendi- 
tures of  that  department. 

A  communication  from  the  Post  Office  Depait- 
ment,  exhibiting  the  number  of  peraons  employed 
in  that  department. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Depariment,  ia 
answer  to  ihe  resolution  of  the  Hovse  ashiig  fer 
tbe  reasons  for  the  reduction  of  -Qeacral  €biiaert 
pay.  Tbe  commnaication  states  ibm\  tbe  paf  was 
reduced  in.eoittequeiiee  of  i)ie  act  ef  Um 
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VoLum   la  — Ifd.  25. 


Cmliavti/nmJfe.Sfl. 
nloriac  Jm  mi9j,  b;  «bicb  Qcnnal  aainis,  who 
iiM^  fearrkl  bf  brirei,  bM  the  comawiiil  of 
taif  to«t  HglveuM,  ud  is,  tfaciefMe,  ■oeordiPs  m 
lbs  NRilUMiw  of  ihe  amr,  odI^  eoiiikd  to  the 
paf  or- hcigadiir  general. 

afr.  TOI^ND  asked  lemve  hi  offer  a  rcBolation, 
(Mt  mMi  ud  tbe  pnfpon,  iherefore,  noi  known.) 
.  Mr.  1VI8S  objeMrA  lo  Ibe  introdoeiioli  of  dia 


Uii  TOUlSD  penfadng  in  hie  effoil  to  gel  Ihe 
leMtDdan  iB, 

Hr.  WKLLERneTrd  u  idtioit^^nit. 

Trikn  wera  called  for  on  ibe  motion,  (Uestrs. 
TouM*  and  Wbllxb,}  wbo  ceporied  tjrs  54, 
loerta. 

80  ihe  Hooea  refased  io  adjanto — no  qnomn 

Tto  WEAJCBB  Mggeiied  ibai  ihe  report  of  iba 
CMlaraaee  Gonmillee  on  ibe  ann;  bill  be  now  la- 
kn  ■F**'  aated  on. . 

Objeation  waa  made. 

Hi.  TOLAND  renewed  ibe  effort  to  get  in  his 
Rtolatioa. 

Hr.  WISE  agtio  objecied. 

tfr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  a  call  of  tbe 

HOQM. 

Kt.  7AC0B  THOUPSON  moved  ibai  the 
EoQM  idjoDrn;  oa  which  motion  tellers  (Ueesrt. 
AmiUWB  and  A.  V.  Bkowh)  were  appointed. 
The;  reported  a^es  58,  noes  S5. 

So  the  Uooee  ■djoumed. 

House  or  RBPaBsnTiTiTM, 
Pebmai;  35, 1843. 

T#  tU  Bditar  tfiit  OMm  : 

Id  lb*  Qkibe  of  jesierdajr,  on  the  bill  to  suspend 
Ibe  eperatlon  of  Ibe  eecoad  srction  of  the  act  re- 
qtuliv  (be  Slates  to  b«  ditided  iDtoeoDgrenionil 
dhuien,  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Cimfssll  of  Soath 
CWoUaa,  and  an  eiplanaiitm  of  mine  on  ibe  same 
•il^ee',  are  so  reported  as  lo  make  an  erroneoas 
UaffosiDn.  The  folloning  is  Ihe  part  of  ihe  le- 
pert  K>  wbieb  t  allade : 

"Ut.  CiBFVEtt.  aaidihst  In  (be  State  ofOeor- 
|la,  the  rievilooseame  on  previons  to  the  iltne  of 
tbe  meednf  of  Iheir  Legislature;  and  (hongti  ibe 
LtgbhRare  on  its  meeiing  proceeded  almosi  im- 
nedialelf  lodivide  (he  Stale  ioioeongreesionaldis- 
trieis  for  the  twentf-nintb  Congress,  yet  tbe  elec- 
liMn  ftot  tbe  tweDt;.elgbih  Congress  hiTing  alread7 
labiB  ptace,  they  had  no  power  onder  the  eon- 
MiRiton  to  set  iheB  aside,  and  order  new  elee- 
tims.  Tbe  same  slate  of  things  bad  happennj  in 
Hissoari;  bai  be  was  informed  Ihal  a  majnrit;  of 
lbs  poople  of  (bat  State  aere  in  favor  of  Ihe  dislrici 
9«len,  aadtbef  woDldeveDtnan>  adopt  it. 

"Hr.  J.  C.  BDwians  slid  that  the  genileman 
vasnriMben — a  majoittjr  of  ibe  Legislature  be- 
K«(cd  thai  tbe  ad  of  Congress    ' 


nislMguge  eonveys  theidea  Ihat  I  said  "Ihe 
gnnMmaa  was  mistaken"  in  bis  intormation  "that 
a  mijorlitaf  the  people  odhai  9iate  (Missonri) 
veratnfavorof  ibe  district  sTitem,  and  ihey  wonld 
neatnaHT  adopt  it."  It  *  as  not  my  intention  to 
•snef  this  idea.  I  said  noihing  in  reference  lo  the 
•pinioas  of  a  rasjorit;  of  the  penple  on  ihis  sob- 
Jest.  Tbe  remark  made  by  the  genllemsn  from 
Sntb  Carolina,  io  allnsion  to  the  opinions  of  tbe 
paDple.tnd  as  lo  what  the;  mif:hleTei  taallr  do  on 
Ibe  sabjeet  of  distrietiog  ibe  State,  did  not  catch 
Kf  alteDQon.  1  eiplained  in  reference  to  ihe  ac- 
liM  and  opinion  of  the  LegisUlDre  only;  and  wbat 


iNidw 


ttbls: 


"Thagmtlemaii  is  misiaken  as  to  the  action  of 
o»  Legislalnre.  1  haee  been  recently  Informed 
Hat  tbe  LegislatnTe  of  MissoDri  have  refused  lo 
MHcl  that  State.  1  believe  a  majority  of  ihe 
LagiAKTe  [deem  the  act  of  Congress  requiring 
Itwm  to  disniet  the  State  nneonstitnliDnal."  1 
■igkthtfe  added,  that  a  refnstl  to  district  tbe 
Awe  was  proof  of  Ibis  oplaiooi  and  ibal,  even  if 


ibey  believed  CoogreEs  bad  the  power  lo  districi, 
yet  Ibey  denied  ih«  power  of  Congress  to  com- 
prt  tbe  Siaie  Lrgidlainre  lo  districi  for  them. 

I  ^d  noiliing  as  to  ibe  opinion  of  ibe  people  of 
my  Stsls.  1  Eud  nolbing  as  lo  ibeii  fnture  aciion 
on  ibis  aubjeel.    1  knew  noihing. 

Very  lespectfaltT, 

J.  C.  BDWABDa 

To  tht  E£tar  «/  thi  Glttt: 

Su:  In  tbe  report  of  oongressional  proceedings 
of  Thnrsday,  Febrosry  33,  contained  in  ih.;  Globe 
of  Fiiday  evening,  Febtnary  34,  It  is  said  "Mt. 
TiLuaoBAST  offered,  as  an  amendmcat  to'  Ibe 
amendment,  |100,000  for  Hell-gate,  in  New 
York." 

This  is  an  error.  Tbe  amendmeat  referred  to 
was  offered  by  Iff.  Roosctut  of  New  Toik— 
not  by  me.  I  voted  against  it.  Tbe  two  amend- 
ments offered  by  me  («iih  notice  that,  if  they  fail- 
ed beie,  I  should  renew  them  on  another  occasion) 
meu — one  fot  ihe  survey  on  Block  Island,  and  one 
for  removing  obitiuciions  in  Providence  liver. 
Very  icBpecifnlly,  yonrs, 

J.  L.  TILLINGBAST. 

Pebioary  3S,  1843. 

IN  SENATE. 
HoBDiT,  Frbrnary  37,  1843. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  a  report  (which  wis  ordered  10  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
Samuel  Hoffman. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorisl  from  tbe 
conniies  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Franklin,  New  York, 
praying  for  Ihe  establithmeni  of  a  post  looie,  He 
remarked  thai  be  did  not  expect  ibit  any  action 
contd  be  bad  npoD  It  ibts  sesfion;  bnl,  wilh  a  view 
that  the  papers  might  be  preserved,  he  presented 
them,  and  moved  that  they  be  referred  lo  ibe  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Post  Offise  and  Post  Roads.    Agreed 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  ibe  previoss  orders 
were  pustponed,  and  Ibe  bill  lo  permit  tbe  entry  of 
mercbindisa  in  certain  eases  free  of  dnly,  was 
taken  op,  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as 
lo  committee  of  tbe  whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  (he  propriety  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  He  said  (bat  some  personsbad 
lately  invented  a  valnable  machine  for  the  parpose 
of  raising  wrecks.  Two  vessels  bad  already  been 
raised  by  it  in  tbe  river  Delaware,  by  which  a  great 
improvement  bad  been  effected  in  tbe  navigation 
of 'bat  river;  (hose  vessels  having  beretofoie  form- 
ed a  kind  of  bar  or  obstraction  there.  The  rais- 
ing  of  those  vessels  wss  a  very  expensive  and  hax- 
ardnns  tmdstiaking.  Io  tbe  two  ca.'cs  alluded  lo, 
some  crockery,^  ,had  beensared  from  tbe  wrecks 
alluded  to.  This  bill  proposed  that  those  goods, 
and  al)  goods  saved  in  like  manner,  sbonid  be  ad* 
milted  free  of  dnty,  as  in  encouragement  10  ibe 
inventors  to  progress  in  such  Dsefal  labors. 

Mt.  WOODBURY  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  lb«  bill. 

Mr.  KING  was  fearfol  ibai  tbe  revenues  wei« 
Bot  snnetently  guarded  by  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  that  its  providons  were 
properly  gnatded.  Those  goods  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted free,  under  such  regnlRiicns  as  may  be  pr» 
scribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Tretinry. 

There  bring  no  amendmenl  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  wss  reported  (o(he  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  ihtrd  reading. 

HoBse  bills  for  Ibe  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins 
and  of  Conrad  House  were  taken  up  as  in  commll- 
tee  of  the  whole,  on  adverse  reports  of  tbe  Com- 
miitses  on  Claims  and  Naval  Affairs,  and  Indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  ■  petition  from  cilifens 
of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  ashing  Congress  lo  in- 
lerfeie  in  Ihe  ease  of  Mr.  Kendall,  and  restore  bim 
to  personal  liberty. 

Mr.   TAPPAN    murked  thai  a  bill  bad  been 


carefully  prepared  and  repotted  by  Ibe  Committee 
on  Claimi  open  Ibis  very  snbjeeii  and,  nniesa  it 
was  taken  u^  and  acted  upon  at  once,  ji  oonld  not 
be  passed  ibis  se.'^on.  Its  provisions  would  not 
at  all  affect  Ibe  demand  of  Stockton  &  StobeSf  bnl 
meiely  suspended  ibe  imprisonment  until  one  year 
after  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  rendered  final 
judgment.  He,  therefore,  moved  t&al  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  and  ihu  tbe  bill 
be  taken  up. 

The  question  being  put,  it  waa  carried  In  the  a& 
GrmaiiTei  and  tbe  bill  was  taken  up,  read  tbe 
second  line,  aid  considered  as  ineoBmittee  of  the 

Mr.' WRIQHT  said  11 
lo  amend  the  act  relai 
debt  in  the  District  of  C 
on  Claims,  which  report 
of  the  opinion  thai  Gon( 
by  its  legislation,  with  I 
been  rendered  against  Bi 
the  case  having  been  ^ 
Court  on  an  appeal.  Tbi 
the  case,  found  (which  wi 
laws  which  related  to  tbi 
tbi>  District,  at  this  time, 
in  charge  on  siecntion 
take  the  bonnds  for  twel 
be  does  not  pay  ihe  debt, 
close  confinement.  All 
do  in  tbe  matter  was  to 
so  Ihai  the  debtor  coold  i 
flnemeni  pending  an  ap 
after  the  Supreme  Court 
judgment. 

H[.  GRAHAM  said,  if  tbe  bill  was,  passed,  i( 
would  make  the  insolvent  laws  ihe  s^e  as  ibey 
have  been  in  NoTib  Carolina  ever  since  tbe  Revo- 
There  being  no  ameitdmeni  uopos^,  the  bill 
was  reponed  to  the  Senate,  ana  ordered  to  be  ea- 
grossed  for  a  ihiid  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  ihe  ^evious  ol- 
ders  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  fittin  (be  Boose 
for  tbe  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun  was  taken  up, 
as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  on  an  amendment 
from  tbe  Committee  on  Claims.  Tbe  anundmeat 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  lo  tbe 
Senate,  and  ordered  lo  be  engroased  for  a  third 
t«ading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  ibe  Committee  on  PcnsloBB, 
reported  back,  with  sundry  amendments,  Ihe  bill 
from  the  House  granling  pensions  to  cermin  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers.  The  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  TAPPAN,  from  ibe  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Joshua  Raymond,  a  soldier  of  tbe  Hevo- 
Intion,  and  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Thompson  and 
John  Gould,  for  pensions;  also,  on  the  petitioits  of 
Mary  Spence  and  Riilip  Sing,  and  tbe  resolationa 
of  the  LegislaiDie  of  Venoont  In  favor  of  the  re- 
*ival  of  tbe  law  granting  a  pension  to  tbe  widows 
of  revolutionary  offlcari  and  siMiH*  who  wen 
married  prior  to  1794. 

Hr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Commitiet  on  Pii- 
rate  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  wlihonl  amend- 
meni,  and  with  a  recommendation  Ibal  it  do  pass, 
tbe  bill  fot  tbe  relief  of  Antoine  Vasqnea  and 

Also,  reported  back,  and  idTcrsely  lotis  pbsakge, 
Hnnae  bill  entitled  "An  act  lo  confirm  to  Blilabeth 
Burris,  her  heirs  and  asti|Ds,  their  title  to  a  tract  of 
land." 

Mi.  SEVIER,  Tttm  At  ConmiltA  od  Pnifbm, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petltioo  of  John 
Bosworib  for  a  pension;  which  waa  ordered  to  bd 
printed. 

Mr. S,  also,  reported  badftom  fbesilMMat^ 
miiiee,  without  amendmenl,  the  bHI  for  ttftKlM 
of  Daniel  Penballow. 

Oo  the  snggeeiion  of  Mr.  KiMEF,  tbe^  MMM 
prooeedsd  to  eoBsider  the  several  bills  oB  the  eat 


U4 


CONOBESSIONAL  GUmB. 


tgsBsaasiiieai 


,»9t  ■-•  #iti 


■AMkaMMOki 


fii  m 


0Ddar;  when  the  following  were  taken  up  as  in  eom- 
mltiae  of  the  wbole,  eonndered,  reported  to  the 
•HUrte^and  ordered  to  be  engroeeed  fora  third 
readiagy  Tii: 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Pattoo. 

The  bill  to  rerive  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  pro- 
eeeedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,'*  ap- 

S roved  the  S6ih  of  May,  1834;  and  the  act  amend- 
i<  the  same,  and  extendicg  the  provisions  of  said 
acts 'to  claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of 
Lonisiana  and  Mississippi. 

[Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  above  bill.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  en- 
titled '*An  act  respecting  the  organization  of  the 
army,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved  the  33d 
of  August,  1849. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Har- 
rison Young,  and  Benjamin  Toung. 

[This  bill  was  amended,  on  the  snggestion  of  Mr. 
BAQBY,  so  as  to  read  for  the  heirs  of  Harrison 
Young.] 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  Ninth  street, 
came  upas  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  IEINQ  was  opposed  to  the  erection  of  any 
new  public  buildings  now. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  KERR  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  necessity  of  continning  the  construc- 
tion of  this  building,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Patent  department. 

Mr.  KERR  made  several  propositions  to  amend, 
which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  autboriztDg  a  sorvey  and 
ezaminattoii  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
eame  up  for  consideration;  but  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  BAYARD,  laid  on  the  table,— a  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  same  purpose  being  on  the  cal* 
endar. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGfi,  from  the  Ck)mffiittee  on 
Cbmmeiee,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  and 
with  reoommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  on  the  Northwestern 
lakes. 

The  bin  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
iaiernal  improvement  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan, 
mad  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  en  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
3d  and  4th  (sections  giving  500,000  acres  to  pay 
otr  the  debts  for  the  railroads  and  canals,  and  com- 
pleting the  same. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  the  length  of  the  road  and 
canal  along  which  the  sections  of  land  were  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQB  said  the  canal  was  300 
miles  in  length,  and  the  railroad  160  miles. 

Mr.  KING  objected  that  heretofore  no  grants 
had  been  made  to  States  for  similar  purposes  ex- 
teadlng  beyond  two  miles  on  each  side  of  the  roads 
or  canals  belonging  to  the  State;  bat  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  give  ten  miles  wide,  for  360  miles  in 
lengthy  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  This  would  be  a 
precedent  for  other  States  to  make  the  like  demands. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  referred  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  as  a  jastifica- 
tioa  for  the  bill.  The  same  principle  of  granting 
alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  public  works  of 
Ohio,  Illinois, and  Indiana,  was  that  upon  which  this 
bill  was  framed.  He  contended  that  the  United 
States  never  lost  a  cent  by  these  grants,  because 
the  price  of  the  reserved  alternate  sections  was  al- 
ways doubled  by  the  improvements  made  by  the 
Slates. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  aaandments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  ai^ked  how  moch  land  was 
piMlid  to  the  Smte  cf  Michigan  by  this  billl 
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Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  replied,  one-half  of  each 
five  alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  works. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  referred  to  the  grants  hith- 
erto made  to  Ohio;  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  quantity  donated  by  this  bill  would  be  found 
considerably  beyond  the  amount  given  to  Ohio, 
there  was  no  other  way  of  doing  justice  to  all  the 
new  States  but  to  adopt  some  settled  principle. 
The  donation  now  asked  for  Michigan  would  be 
a  partial  one,  if  granted.  He  was  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing Michigan  as  much  land  as  Ohio,  but  not 
more.  Michigan,  by  this  bill,  would  get  a  mil- 
lion of  acres  of  hind,  while  Arkansas  gets  none 
at  all. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  maintained  that  the 
grant  thus  made  to  Michigan  would  be  no  loss 
whatever  to  the  United  States,  as  the  General  Gov- 
ernment would  receive  jost  as  much  money  for 
the  alternate  sections  reserved,  as  for  the  whole  if 
no  improvements  were  made. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  object  to  the  grant  ef 
lands  to  the  State  of  Michigan;  but  was  utterly  op* 
posed  to  any  such  principle  as  that  of  granting 
lands,  as  the  3d  and  4ih  sections  had  proposed,  to 
the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  States.  Since 
these  two  sections  had  been  stricken  out,  he  would 
now  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  conMdered  this  bill  an  act 
of  justice  due  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  well  as 
the  United  States.  He,  therefore,  hoped  it  would 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  whether  the  land  granted 
was  ten  miles  wide. 

Mr.  KING  explained  that  the  grant  was  five 
miles  wide  on  each  side  of  the  works  and  alternate 
sections. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  whether  the  bill  referred 
to  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Sfates  only. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  explained,  that  where 
the  land  bad  been  previously  sold,  other  lands 
would  be  selected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed,  that  where  alternate 
sections  are  already  sold,  the  consideration  of  the 
increased  price  cannot  be  realized  by  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  grant  would  exp 
tend  only  to  unsold  lands. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  that  the  amendment 
should  be  made  to  avoid  that  predicament;  be- 
cause it  would  otherwise  l>e  a  grant  to  carry  on 
these  public  works  at  the  expense  of  the  public 
treasury. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  agreed  that  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty, and  suggested  the  propriety  of  passing  over 
the  bill  informally,  with  a  view  of  giving  time  for 
the  friends  of  the  bill  to  remove  the  objections. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Grant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PUBUCATION  OF  THE  DEBATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

The  Senate  bill,  No.  128,  entitled  <*A  bill  for  the 
publication  of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, in  a  continued  series,  and  to  authorize  one  or 
more  contracts  for  that  purpose,"  being  called  up, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  at  whoee  instance 
it  had  been  laid  on  the  table  on  Saturday — 

Mr.  Wright  objected,  tha^  as  the  bill  would 
necessarily  induce  debate,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  obstructing  all  other  bills  on  the  caleadtfr  enti- 
tled to  immediate  action. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting  it 
lie  overt  if  it  was  intended  to  pass  any  of  the  bills 
on  the  calendar,  as  serious  objections  entertained 
against  this  measure  would  necessarily  lead  to  a 
protracted  discussion. 

Mr.  BATARD  remarked,  that  the  bill  having 
been  laid  on  the  table  on  Saturday,  upon  his  mo- 
tion, he  thought  it  incumbent  en  him  to  make  the 
motion  now  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  requested  the  Senator  would  sus- 
pend his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  KING  having  assented, 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  a  short  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  an  impression  he  had,  regarding  the  party 
character  of  the  Register  of  Debates,  published 
by  Gales  A  Seaton;  which  he  had  been  since  as- 


sured by  those  gentlemen  was  a  miseoMeptio&OB 
bis  part. 

Mr.  BENTON,  as  an  instance  that  the  Register 
of  Debates  contained  but  a  one-sided  report  of 
congressional  proceedings,  referred  to  the  leMthy 
discussions  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  uni* 
ted  States,  in  which  all  the  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bank  are  given  in  full,  and  those  in  opposition 
cut  short,  or  suppressed.  He  partieulariy  poteled 
out  one  speech  he  had  made  himself,  oa  whieh  he 
had  l>estowed  great  labor  and  research,  and  which 
it  took  him  two  full  hours  to  deliver,  that  Meawi. 
Gales  db  Seaton,  in  their  publicatioa  of  the  pio- 
ceedings  in  Congress,  paid  for  by  the  Govern— t 
as  an  impartial  view  of  the  debates,  cut  off  lo  half 
a  finger^  length;  and  by  which  be  (Mr.  B.)  was 
represented  as  if  he  had  only  spoken  two  miiiuies, 
instead  of  two  hours,  and  then  broken  down;  lor 
the  conclusion  of  the  paragraph  is,  that  be  (Mr. 
B  )  **gave  way.'*    [Much  laughter.] 

Mr.  WALKER  also  opposed  any  prooeediags 
on  this  bill,  necessarily  involving  the  complMa  ob- 
struction of  bills  on  the  calendar,  upon  which  so 
many  public  and  private  interests  were  dependent. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Ana-' 
tor  from  Delaware  to  consent  to  lay  this  hill  on  the 
table;  and  if  this  proposition  were  changed  to  aaK>-' 
tion  to  take  up  his  resolution  fcr  the  employment 
of  a  corps  of  reporters,  he  would  feel  disposed  to 
give  him  his  support. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  in  substance,  remarked  that  the 
resolution  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Missis* 
sippi  would  not  reach  to  the  object  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  which  is  retrospective,  and  proposes 
the  collection  and  publication  of  the  deliates  In 
Congress  from  the  year  1789  to  the  end  of  thii 
session;  whereas  the  resolution  with  regard  to  em- 
ploying a  corps  of  reporters,  is  prospective,  and 
looks  to  the  correct  and  faithful  publications  of  the 
proceedings  in  Congress  hereafter. 

With  regard  to  the  prospective  measure  con- 
templated by  the  resolution  to  which  the  Senator 
had  alluded,  all  be  had  to  say  was,  that,  whenever 
it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  take  it  np,  be 
would  be  in  favor  of  any  efficient  practical  mode 
of  attaining  the  object  in  view.  That  some  aaoh 
arrangement  for  insuring  a  full,  fair,  and  impar- 
tial record  of  proceedings  was  indtspensnbly  ne- 
cessary, must  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  wit- 
nessed the  debates  in  the  Senate  on  all  political 
subjects  involving  the  opinions  of  the  two  great 
parties  into  which  the  country  was  divided.  It 
was  very  well  known  that,  in  general,  very  full 
reports  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  daily;  and,  upon  ordinary  anb- 
jects,  not  partaking  of  a  political  complexion,  very 
fair  and  impartial  reports  they  were.  But  the 
moment  any  subject  of  a  party  character  wns  to 
be  reported,  there  was  an  obvious  deviation  from 
this  line  of  impartiality.  Then,  from  some  ennse 
or  other — ^it  may  be,  not  from  any  disposition  of 
the  reporters  actually  to  do  injustice,  but  as  a  ne- 
cessary result  of  having  to  prepare  their  matter  for 
a  paper  taking  a  very  decided  part  in  polities,-^ 
they  seem  to  be,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  earelesa  bow 
they  represent  the  opinions  of  the  party  oppoaed 
to  their  friends,  and  take  especial  care  to  devote 
all  their  attention  to  the  side  which  exprescea  sen- 
timents most  analogous  to  those  of  the  readers  of 
their  paper.  As  an  instance,  he  would  refer  to  the 
late  debate  on  General  Jackson^  fine,  in  wbieh  his 
own  remarks  were  represented  as  the  most  wishy- 
washy  affair  imaginable.  He  did  not  complstin  of 
thi^;  for  it  was  an  inevitable  consequence  of  leav- 
ing the  matter  wiihout  any  control,  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  the  private  enterpiiBc  of  party  pa- 
pers. Nor  should  it  be  understood  that  he  qnes« 
tioned  the  ability  of  the  Globe  reporters  to  make 
proper  reports;  for  he  had  already  admitted  chat, 
upon  general  subjects,  the  reports  were  exoeed- 
ingly  good.  He  would  even  do  them  the  juatiee 
to  say  that,  in  the  running  proceedings,  not  havi^ 
any  bearing  on  party  predilections,  the  reports  were 
admirable. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  renewed  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  King]  to  lay  the  bfil 
upon  the  table,  and  on  this  motion  he  called  tor 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

llie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motioD  Iq 
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lay  the  bill  on  the  uble,  and  resnlted  in  tbe  nega- 
tif«— jeas  19,  nays  95^  as  follows: 

YBAS-Meawri.  Allw,    Bicbr,    Bmton,  Bachtnao,  Cal 
kOQo,  Cathbort,  Fnlum^  King,  NcRoberta.  Serier,  Smith  of 
OooMeiic«L8uirg«»n.  Tfcppwi,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WilliMat, 
Woodbvy,  Wrifcbc,  ftDd  YottBg'19. 


1UT8---Me«n.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Okoaia,  ClaTtoQ,  Crittehden.  DajtoD,  ETans,  Graham,  Hen- 
dHBOQ,  Haadofton,  Eefr,  MangQm,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
bead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiana,  sprajrus.  Tall* 
madfB,  Whits,  and  Woodbridg»-26.  t-  -o  -i 

Bfr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  obvionAly  impossible  to 
MM  this  bill,  wiihoot  snch  an  opposition  as  mnst 
lead  to  a  most  protracted  debate.    He  pat  it  to  the 
Senators  on  tbe  other  side,  whether  they  coald 
tiacd  JQStified  befoie   the  conntry  for   obstrnct- 
iag    the    public    basiness    by   this    attempt   to 
foioe  throogh  snch  a  bill*  subjectiog  the  exhaasted 
treasory  of  the  Qovernment  to  an  expend itore  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  for  no  other  necessary 
porpoee  bnt  the  reward  of  their  partisan  pre^ 
Goold  they  plead  any  public  necessity  for  this 
measniel  What  necessity  could  they  plead,  but  the 
real  one— that  of  sustaining  the  political  organ  of 
their  partyl    What  did  the  people  care  for  this 
rabUcationl  What  did  they  want  with  it?   If  mem- 
Mfs  of  Congress  had  occasion  to  refer  to  old  de- 
bates, they  eoold  do  so  at  any  time  in  the  library 
of  Congress.    They  had  the  same  materials  there, 
that  were  to  compose  this  publication.    They  had 
tbe  Register  of  Debates  from  1894  to  1837,  and 
tbe  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  from  1837 
to  this  date.    And  he  would  here  say  that  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix,  already  published, 
and  continuous  in  course  of  publication,  contained 
the  most  extensive,  accurate,  and  impartial  reports 
STer  before  publiahed,  and  a  greater  amount  of 
matter  than  had  e?er  been  offered  to  the  public  at 
so  small  a  charge.    This  was  a  publication  open 
to  every  member  of  Congress  to  correct,  and  pub- 
lish in  the  most  authentic  forn^  both  his  remarks 
in  running  debate,  and  speeches  at  large.    The 
Appendix  was  devoted  to  speeches  written  out  by 
members  themselves;  so  that,  if  the  reporters  unin- 
tentionally make  mistakes,  these  inaccuracies  stand 
corrected  in  the  Appendix.    And  as  to  information 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  be  given  to 
the  people,  did  not  this  very  publication  effect 
more  than  Congress   itself  could  effect  1   for  it 
has  already  a  most   extensive  circulation,  and 
reaches  to  every  part  of  the  Union.    What  more 
couU  be  effected  by  a  contract  of  Government  to 
publish  it  over  againi    There  was  obviously  no 
necessity  for  inctirring  the  expense  of  republishing 
the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix.    So  much 
for  that  part  of  the  bill.    Now,  with  regard  to  the 
other  proposition — that  of  reprinting  the  old  de- 
bates from  1789  to  1824,  and  purchasing  1,000 
copies  of  the  Register  of  Debates  from  1824  to 
1637*he  would  ask,  how  much  money  all  this 
was  to  cosi?    He  would  venture  to  say  that  the 
expense  cuuid  not  fall  short  of  half  a  million  of 
dollars.    It  was  easy  to  judge  by  experience.    Mr. 
A.  then  referred,  somewhat  in  detail,  to  tbe  expend- 
itures by  Congress  from  time  to  time  on  similar  pub- 
lieadons — snch  as  the  Documentary  History  of  the 
Bevolntion,  tbe  Register  of  Debates,  dbe.    He  as- 
sured the  Senators  on  the  other  side  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  them  to  pass  this  bill,  without  such  an  op- 
position as  must  necessarily  involve  a  protracted 
diseussioo,  which  would  obstruct  all  other  busi- 
ness.   He  therefore  hoped  they  would  yield  to  a 
motion  he  should  make — which  was,  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely;  and  on  this  motion  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  reminded  Senators  that  there 
were  but  five  days  of  tbe  session  to  complete  the 
vast  amonnt  of  business  yet  awaiting  tbe  actional 
the  Senate.  It  must  be  quite  obvious  that,  to  ac 
eomplish  all  this  necessary  and  important  business, 
the  whole  of  that  time  would  be  lequired,  even 
without  debate;  and  it  was  equally  obvious  that,  if 
this  bill  was  persisted  in,  it  would  be  opposed  and 
dtscossed  to  an  indefinite  extent,  rendering  it  im- 
possible to  devote  any  attention  to  the  general  cal- 
endar. He  therefore  hoped  they  would  allow  the 
motion  of  postponement  to  prevail. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  t^ere  wa«  one  point  of 

flew  which  ought  to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  this  was 

10  time  to  press  such  a  bill  as  this.    It  was,  that 

'     this  proposition  would  have  to  be  carried  out  on 


borrowed  money.  Now,  he  would  ask,  was  there 
not  an  obvious  impropriety,  setting  aside  all  con- 
siderations as  to  the  inexpediency  or  imperfection 
of  the  plan  proposed,  to  borrow  money  at  six  per 
cent  interest,  for  any  such  purpose  as  this? 

Mr.  WRIGHT  adverted  to  the  principle  of  dis- 
tributing books  to  members  of  Congress  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  which  he  had  hoped  the  Senate  had 
long  since  repudiated.  This  bill,  he  considered 
nothing  moie  nor  less  than  a  proposition  to  resume 
that  practice.  Congress  was  to  pay  as  much  for 
1,000  sets  of  these  publications,  as  would  enable 
the  pubUshers  to  lay  aside  another  thousand  sets 
for  future  operations  on  Congress.  The  thousand 
sets  first  purchased  by  Congress  were  to  lumber 
the  rooms  of  the  library  till  they  became  a  nui^ 
ance,  and  then  Congress  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
distribute  them  to  its  own  members.  When  that 
thousand  sets  become  thus  exhausted,  succeeding 
Congresses  will  think  themselves  unfairly  dealt 
with,  if  they  too  are  not  to  get  sets  of  the  same 
books.  They  will  be  told  by  the  publishers  that 
they  have  only  to  pass  a  resolution  to  purchase  the 
reserved  copies  in  their  hands,  and  that  is  sure  to 
be  done.  Thus  the  surplus  copies  of  the  publish- 
ers are  sure  to  be  ordered.  What  had  it  cost  Con- 
gress, during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  for  books 
thus  distributed?  Not  less,  he  believed,  than  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

He  asked  who  was  to  be  the  author  of  the  com- 
pilation of  the  Debates  in  Congress,  from  the  year 
1789,  and  who  was  to  measure  the  extent  of  the 
work?  Who  could  tell  what  matter  is  either  pub- 
lished or  suppressed  in  the  compilation? 

The  stereotyped  resolution  in  Congress  is,  that 
all  snch  books  as  have  hitherto  been  distributed  to 
members  of  Congress,  shall  be  procured  for  mem- 
bers who  have  not  received  any;  and  if  any  new 
books  are  ordered,  they  are  to  be  included.  Thus 
the  whole  mass  is  kept  moving,  increasing  in  ex- 
penses as  it  progresses. 

As  to  the  published  Register  of  Debates  by  Ghiles 
and  Seaton:  be  read  from  the  debates  of  1839  a 
paragraph  sneering  at  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hill 
in  the  Senate;  and  also  another  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Benton  in  the  same  year,  wherein  it  was  stated  in 
conclusion  that  the  Senator -then  **gave  way." 

Mr.  BENTON.  Broke  down,  I  suppose.  [Laugh- 
ter] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  continued.  He  referred  again 
to  allusions  made  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Hill  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  occu- 
pied between  two  and  three  hours;  but  is  dismissed 
with  a  sneer  at  his  practice  of  reading  from  co- 
pious notes  prepared  for  his  speeches.  Mr.  W. 
also  referred  to  a  speech  made  by  himself  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  tariff,  in  1828, 
which  had  cost  him  a  vast  deal  of  labor  and  re- 
search, and  which,  in  fact,  embodied  tbe  only  ar- 
guments of  importance  urged  on  his  side  of  the 
question;  yet  he  had  been  unable  to  find  the  slighu 
est  reference  to  that  speech  in  Gales  A  Seaton's 
Register  of  Debates,  although  he  had  furnished  the 
pnblisbers  with  a  corrected  copy  of  it,  in  printed 
form,  to  be  placed  in  its  proper  place. 

If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  Congress  that  the 
debates  from  1789  should  be  published,  a  revision 
ought  to  be  made,  and  important  questions  of  con- 
stitutional law  should  be  selected  in  preference  to 
unimportant  subjects. 

He  produced  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Ap- 
pendix for  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  which  be 
took  as  an  average  of  the  size  of  the  series,  and 
computed  that  the  proceedings  of  each  Congress 
would  make  six  volumes;  so  that  the  republication 
of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  would 
make  sixty  volumes.  In  allusion  to  Gales  A 
Seaicn'd  Register  of  Debates  proposed  to  be  re- 
published or  purchased,  and  the  number  of  vol- 
umes necessary  to  give  the  debates  from  1789  to 
1824,  he  calculated  that  the  whole  could  not,  even 
at  a  moderate  estimate,  be  computed  at  less  than 
100  volumes;  so  that  1,000  sets  would  comprise 
100,000  volumes;  which,  at  the  price  proposed, 
(|5  per  volume,)  would  amount  to  ^00,000. 

Alluding  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  In  reference  to  reports  of  proceedings — 
when  the  matter  published  sunounted  to  ten  or 
twelve  columns  daily,  there  were  necessarily  many 


inaccuracies,  inevitable  from  the  fset  of  the  repor- 
ters not  hearing  distinctly  what  is  said,  or  failing 
to  catch  the  ideas  intended  to  be  conveyed;  wbi^fei 
showed  that  a  republication  of  roch  rc^rts,  au^ 
thenticated  by  the  sanction  of  Congress,  would 
present  anything  but  a  correct  and  faithful  regis- 
ter of  what  was  said  and  done.  It  was  obvious* 
then,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  become  lusponsi- 
ble  for  such  republications. 

But,  independently  of  all  con%ideralioas  of  de- 
tail, he  would  ask,  was  it,  at  this  late  neriod  of  the 
session,  proper  to  persist  in  pressing  forward  a  bill 
which  must  consume  th*  time  diat  ought  to  be  de* 
voted  to  the  businees  of  the  sesrion  yet  to  be  die- 
posed  ol? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone 
would  prevail.  He  was  utterly  amaxed  to  And, 
from  the  calculation  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  that  this  was  a  proposition  to  give  half  ft 
million  of  dollars  to  one  company  of  printers,  and 
he  supposed  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  to 
another— making  |750,000,  in  all,  chargeable  on 
the  treasury. 

He  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Retrenchment  what  would  be  the  aggregate 
amount  deducted  from  the  salaries  of  officers  and 
persons  in  the  public  service,  should  the  amend- 
ment to  the  reform  bill  of  the  House  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MORBHBAD  replied,  that  the  reduction  of 
ISI  per  cent,  would  effect  a  saving  of  somethinf ' 
like  |460,000.  The  House  retrenchmenu  would 
probiU>ly  make  the  amount  |150,000  more. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  on  this  information,  continued 
his  remarks— the  purport  of  which  was,  to  show 
the  mockery  of  professing  a  zeal  for  retrenchment, 
in  clippings  from  the  salaries  of  public  servants 
to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  hundrM  thousand  dol- 
lars, while  this  bill  proposed  to  squander  |7M,000 
among  four  printers. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  when  he  first  saw  this 
bill,  he  felt  considerable  surprise  at  finding  in  it 
ihe  proposition  to  include  the  publication  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  in  the  vast, 
job  contemplated.    This  surprise  led  him  to  malM; 
some  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  he  was  pleased  to^ 
find — as,  indeed,  fVom  what  he  knew  of  the  editor* 
of  the  Globe,  he  confidently  anticipated— that  he 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  proposition, 
nor  had  he  any  idea  of  its  being  in  the  bill,  till 
brought  to  his  notice  by  this  debate.     He  (Mr., 
A)  had  further  learned  from  the  editor  of  tbe' 
Globe,  that,  so  far  from  approving  this  proposition, 
he  would  not  only  repudiate  any  participation  in 
snch  a  proceeding,  bnt  utteriy  denounce  the  whole 
thing  in  the  editorial  columns  of  his  paper. 

What,  then,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  ask,  could  have' 
been  the  object  of  putting  the  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  in  the  bill  at  all,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Register  of  Debates  and  contract  with 
Gtailes  A  Seaton  for  pnblishiag  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  from  1789  to  1894,  but  to  enlist  both 
sides  of  this  chamber  in  favor  of  a  measure  which 
was  to  result  in  the  benefit  of  the  organs  cf  both 
parties?  He  was  far  from  impntiog  such  motives 
to  any  Senator,  much  less  to  the  estimable  and 
honorable  individuals  composing  the  Library  Com- 
mittee; for  he  felt  well  assured  they  originated 
ouuide  this  Capitol.  But  he  would  ask  those  who 
built  upon  such  foundations,  did  they  imagine  that 
Democratic  Senators  could  be  brought  to  vote 
in  silence  upon  this  bill,  because  it  contained  a 
prop^tion  to  confer  upon  their  party  organ 
a  profitable  contract?  If  they  did,  they  were' 
grossly  ignorant  of  the  great  principles  which, 
actuated  the  Democracy,  of  which  they  were, 
the  delegated  exponents.  Mr.  ALiiSir  here 
denounced,  with  much  energy,  the  proposition  to 
include  Blair  &,  Rives  in  this  monstrous  job.  He 
also  dwelt  upon  the  principles  which  should  actuate 
all  legislation,  with  a  view  of  sbowing  that,  there 
being  no  necessity  for  these  contracts,  but  that 
arising  out  of  the  cupidity  of  individual  publishers. 
It  was  a  gross  outrage  on  the  powers  intrusted  to 
CongrsFs  to  legislate  for  any  stich  purpose. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  exueme  gratifi* 
cation  at  the  Senator^  intimation  that  the  editor  of 
the  Globe  had  so  promptly  denounced  theintro* 
duction  of  his  naiae  into  this  bill.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  in  justice  to  that  talented  editor,  tbft( 
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wh>  D  iB  order,  an  amendmeDt  would  be  made  to 
a$nke  from  the  bill  the  names  of  Messrs.  Blair  A 
Rives. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Alijbv*« 
motion  to  p<^tpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  resnlt- 
ed  in  the  negfitive— yeas  21,  nays  39,  as  fol- 
lows; 


TEAS— BfMira.  Allen,  Bacbjr,  Benton,  Bucbaoao«  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  King,  McDaffie,  McRoberts,  0e* 
▼toy,  BmUkof^naeeddUt,  Binrgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wil* 
9UKf  WilMaims  Woodbwy;  Wrigtit,  and  Youb«— 21. 

^iAyi'— Mesirp.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard.  Berrien, 
Choat^,  Citttenden,  Payton,  Erana,  Graham,  Hendereon, 
Hunctoffton,  Kerr,  HtaigmD,  Bforrlck,  MlUer,  Morehaad,  For* 
tan^aab  of  Indiana,  8^ ragne,  TaUniadga,  and  Woedbridga 

Mr-  BCCHAJNAN  would  have  been  very  glad, 
i(y  before  this  bill  had  been  pressed  upon  the  Sen- 
ate^some  report  had  been  prepared,  afcrding  some 
information  as  to  what  this  measure  was  to  cost. 
Be  woald  teU  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
w^l^t  all  this  meant«  It  meant  to  give  the  two 
party  papers  of  thia  city  a  good  fat  job,  out  of 
which  they  could  clear  |1 00,000  each;  and  also  to 
gi^  members  of  Congress  |500  apiece,  in  the 
shape  of  books.  That  was  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  whole  thing  was  to  rest 

The  question  at  last  resolved  itself  into  thi^: 
Were  Senators  prepared,  within  five  days  of  the 
elose  of  the  present  Congress,  to  vote  $100,000  to 
•ach  of  their  party  editors,  |500  apiece  to  them- 
selves, and  to  burden  the  treasury  with  a  further 
debt  of  half  a  million  of  dollars?  Mr.  B.  proceed- 
ed to  comment  at  large  upen  the  nature  of  the 
proposition,  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  the  conse- 
quences ot  not  having  yielded  to  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

Mr.  McROBSRTS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
ifith  i^stmelions  to  submit  a  report,  showing  wbat 
number  of  volumes  of  the  Register  of  Debates  are 
already  published,  and  for  what  years;  and  what 
number  of  volumes  will  be  required  to  complete 
ibe  work,  together  with  the  probable  expense. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  this  amendment 
would  fkll  short  of  the  object  proposed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois.  The  committee  had  no  means  of 
estimatingthe  number  of  volumes  which  the  work 
would  require,  and,  conseqnenily,  the  exact  ex- 
|>e08e.  The  committee  had  done  all  that  was  in 
Its  power  to  db,  by  stip  tiating  that,  wherever  pcssi- 
ble,  the  work  should  be  confined  to  one  volome  for 
each  session,  and  each  volume  should  contain  700 
pages.  He  also  stated  the  impre5sion  of  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  nece8^i(y  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  McEOBERTS  pointed  out  that  portion  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  in  which  the  committee 
could  make  the  amendment  he  desired.  He  was 
quite  satisfied,  that  if  the  bill  were  recommitted,  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  could  obtain  full  infor- 
mation for  the  report  required,  by  making  the  in- 
quiry of  Blair  A  Rives. 

Mr,  McDUFFIE  was  quite  sure  that  no  Senator 
could  be  more  willing  than  he  was  to  approve  of  a 

Proposition  to  collect  and  publish  all  valuable  de- 
ates  in  Congress,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Qovernment,  in  a  proper  form,  properly  selected, 
and  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time.  If  a  judi- 
cious selection  of  such  debates  were  properly  made, 
it  would,  he  conceded,  be  most  valuable.  But  he 
was  opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  republication  of 
everything  reported;  for  that  would  involve  the  ac« 
cumulation  of  such  a  quantity  of  trash,  that  he 
doubled  if  he  would  pay  the  cost  of  transporting  one 
hundred  volumes  of  it  to  his  residence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked,  that  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  had  misapprehended  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  gentlemen  on  his  side.  This  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  hut  one,  on  which  Senate 
billa  could  be  sent  to  the  other  House.  They  had, 
therefore,  abstained  from  debate,  not  because  they 
could  not  justify  the  bill,  but  because  they  were  un- 
willing either  to  spend  time  themselves,  or  to  induce 
others  to  apend  it.  Gbtles  A  Seaton  had  been  se- 
lected as  contractors,  because  they  alone  possessed 
the  necessary  materials  for  compiling  the  work  re- 
quired. And  as  to  expense,  he  considered  the  fears 
of  the  gentleman  had  greatly  exaggerated  all  prob- 
ability. If  he  could  have  been  brought  to  view  the 
laatteriQ  the  light  in  which  they  viewed  it,  he 
'Would  hecatate;  but  he  bad  no  such  apprehentions. 
ptbt  Waold  the  cost,  even  at  a  reduced  amount, 


become  a  charge  on  the  treasury  all  at  once.  The 
publication  would  naturally  extend  through  a  num- 
ber of  years;  and  the  probability  was;  that  there 
would  be  little  or  no[expenditure  this  year. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mc- 
EoBBRT*^  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  29,  nays  33,  as  follows: 

7EA3— Meam.  Allen,  Bacby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Call)0Qn, 
Clayton,  Caibb«rt,  Fulton,  Kmg,  McDaffie,  IfcRoberte,  Rtrea, 
gevier,  Bmfth  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wtfker, 
Wllcojr.  Williama,  Wpodbonr,  Wright,  and  Young-S?. 

NAYB— Meaara.  Archer,  Barrow,  Baiea,  Bayard,  Berrjei^ 
Choate,  Conrad,  I>ayton,  Brana,  Graham,  Heoderaon,  Hunt- 
ington, Kerr,  Mangam,  Merrick,  MHIer,  Morahead,  Porter, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 23. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  suggested  that  a  ^atisTae- 
tory  limitation  to  the  expense  might  be  effected  by 
strfting  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  purchase  of  the  debates  from  1834  to  1837« 
of  which  copies  are  already  extant;  and  limitina 
the  number  of  volumes  to  be  published  from  1789 
to  1834,  to  twelve  volumes;  and  those  from  1837  to 
the  end  of  this  session,  to  seven  volumes. 

Mr.  KING  was  quite  certain  that  Senators  on 
both  sides  were  unprepared  to  give  this  measure 
that  deliberation  which  it  required.  If  bronght 
forward  at  a  proper  time,  som^  plan  might  be  ma- 
tured by  which  a  competent  person  could  be  em- 
ployed, in  whom  both  parties  would  have  eoafip 
dence,  to  prepare  a  proper  digest,  which  would  be 
intrinsically  more  valuable  than  the  work  now  pro- 
posed to  be  published — at  a  cost  of  three  orfoar 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  very  least. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,'  with  a  view  of  carrying 
out  his  suggestion,  pointed  out  those  parts  of  the 
bill  which  might  be  so  altered  as  to  insure  his  ob- 
ject of  bringing  the  expense  below  |100,000. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  an  explanation,  correcting 
some  misconceptions  be  had  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  when  be  spoke  before.  He  had  since  ex- 
amined it  more  attentively,  and'  he  found  it  even 
more  exceptionable  than  he  had  supposed.  He 
found  that  the  publication  required  of  Gtailesdb 
Seaton,  from  1789  to  1834,  was  to  be  <*such  as  in 
the  series  already  published;"  that  is,  their  Regis- 
ter of  Debates,  the  impor/loicly  of  which  he  and 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbntoh]  had  al- 
ready pointed  out.  Such  faithful  and  impartial 
collections  of  debater  he  did  not  want  to  see  paid 
for  and  authenticated  by  the  General  Government 
again. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  explained  the  views  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  had  satisfied 
them  that  no  other  persons  were  possessed  of  the 
same  valuable  and  necessary  materials  for  the 
work,  and  that  none  could  accomplish  it  so  well. 

The  question  next  in  order  was  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Tappiit,  to  strike  out  Gales  db 
Seaton  and  Blair  db  Rive',  leaving  the  matter  open 
to  competition,  by  advertisement  and  proposals,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  9aid  his  object  in  submitting  the 
amendment  wa$,  to  fr^e  the  bill  from  all  ap- 
pearances or  tendencies  of  a  partisan  character. 
If  Gales  db  Seaton  had  the  only  materials  for  the 
publication,  they  could  of  course  make  the  most 
advantageous  proposals.  But  he  felt  satisfied  there 
was  as  good  a  collection  of  materials  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,  as  any  Gales  db  Seaton  could  possibly 
possess. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  how  many  volumes 
already  purchased  and  published  were  on  hand. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said,  in  part.  Congress 
had  been  supplied;  and  with  regard  to  those  on 
hand,  this  bill  did  not  apply. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  there  was  the  more 
reason  for  recommitting  the  bill.  It  was  a  prop- 
osition to  publish  and  purchati.  Why  purduut, 
if  there  are  volumes  on  hand!  He  would  tell  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  AacHsa]  that  there 
are  seven  volumes  by  Blair  db  Rives,  and  thirteen 
by  Gales  db  Seaton,  on  the  bands  of  the  publishers- 
which,  at  f  5,  are  to  cost  |100,0()0;  and  that  will 
be  a  charge  directly  on  the  treasury.  One  import- 
ant effect  of  advertising  for  proposals  to  contract 
for  the  publication,  would  be,  that,  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  pay  f5  per  volume,  the  Government  would 
not  pay  mor«  than  |3  50. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked,  that,  according  to 


the  computation  of  the  Senator  from*  Ww/1^<tdL 
there  would  be  |15Q,000  to  be  paid  to  Qfi»/i 
Seaton,  and  |5a,000  to  Blair  A  lUvepL^Qn.'^Mt 
of  JMareh,  for  those  portioop  of  the ptimiemlk§ma\  Wi 
qqired  by  this  bill,  which  tjboe^  getfttenien  ^tl$^ 
hand  ready  for  delivery.  For,  if  ea^  tt  4wf 
proprietofa  have  1,090  oopieaef  the  |>eialcd  «ariB 
on  hand,  they  can  be  delivefied  09  that  4^^  V^ 
both  together  get  checks  on  the  treasnxy.  amo^hl- 
ing  to  fSOO.OOO. 

Mr.  ALLEl^  said  he  found,  on  examfnagbn^ 
that  the  debates  during  the  first  session  In'^wmk^ 
he  had  been  in  Congress  formed  four  voNuO^  of 
the  standard  size  rpquired  by  the  bi!i;  therefore,  h^ 
took  it  for  granted  that  he  might  assnme,  as  a  fiir 
average  for  the  whole  term  from  178^  to  the  pfta- 
ent  time,  two  volumes  per  session — not  tal^ 
account  of  extra  sessions;  so  that,  the  period  hehv 
54  years,  108  volumes  would  be  requited;  whiek 
at  |5  each,  would  make,  for  1,000  copies,  |dtO,- 

000. 

This,  then,  was  the  new  burden  to  be  pot  v^ 
an  exhausted  treasury;  and  for  what!?  Tt>  eon^ 
a  couple  of  editors  of  partisan  newspapers — tlie 
mcst  mon^rous  proposition  ever  heard  of  nn^ 
any  Government.  And  this  proposition  comes 
from  those  who  prate  so  mnoi  about  retren^- 
menti  But  he  saw,  when  the  matter  was  placed  h 
its  true  light,  an  evident  shrinking — the  gentlemen 
Were  not  prepared  to  stand  up  to  it.  And  he  could 
tell  them  that,  if  thfir  bitterest  enemy  irert  anx- 
ious to  stimulate  them  to  rush  headlong  upon  their 
own  destr action,  a  more  effectual  mode  of  doing  it 
could  not  be  effected  than  to  urge  them  to  paas 
this  bill.  But  he  and  his  friends  had  a  h%ber  duty 
to  perform  than  that  of  letting  the  opposite  party 
rain  itself;  they  bad  to  do  their  dutj  to  the  coun- 
try, and  save  it  from  the  infliction  of  such  a  mon- 
strous outrage. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  beginning,  saw  thft 
the  editor  of  the  Globe  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
introduction  of  his  name  into  this  bill.  His  de- 
nunciation of  such  use  of  bis  name  was  no  more 
than  he  anticipated.  The  Globe  never  had  been  a 
participator  in  these  book  jobs.  Bat  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  how  much  had  been  paid  to  Gaks 
db  Seaton  on  such  jobs.  He  would  venture  to 
say  that  not  less  than  from  one  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  bad  t>eenihtts 
disposed  cf,  for  the  promotion  of  party  purposes. 

He  hoped  that,  by  this  time,  the  friends  of  this 
bill  had  seen  enough  to  convince  themselves  that 
it  could  not  be  passed.  After  90  many  hours  of 
vainly  attempting  it,  it  was  surely  time  for  ihem  to 
abandon  their  purpose. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  adverted  to  the  fact  that  die 
suiutes  of  New  Hampshire  were  published  in  the 
best  style— each  volume  containing  600  pages— at 
|1  75  per  volume.  Gentlemen  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking.  TlRy 
were  about  contracting  for  100.000  volumes — equal 
to  the  largest  of  the  public  libraries. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ta^ak^ 
amendment,  to  leave  the  publication  open  to  com- 
petition, and  resulted  in  the  nq^iive — ^yeas  90, 
nays  93,  as  follows: 

YBAB— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bentoo,  Buchanto,  Cslboon, 
CathtMit,  FuHon,  King,  BCdDaflie,  McRoberts,  Riveii,  Serior, 
'Bmithof  Ckmnecticut,  Suifeon,  Tq}pan,  Walkef,  WiOiiBi^ 
Woodbury,  Wrighi,  and  Young— 20. 

NATS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrtoo, 
Choate,  Dayton,  Erans,  Graham.  Henderson,  HnndugtOD,  KeiT, 
Mangnm,  Merrick,  MlUer.  Moreliead,  Porter,  Smich  of  iDdiiai, 
Bprague,  Tallmadge,  Wbiie,  and  Woodbridge— S2. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  moved  te  navaral 
amendments  he  had  proposed,  by  which  the  naar 
ber  oT  volumes  from  1789  to  1894  would  be  timit- 
ed  to  twelve;  and  the  debates  already  published  ia 
the  Register  of  Debates,  from  1894  to  1837,  woald 
be  left  out;  the  number  of  volumes  fioia  1837  lo 
1844  being  limited  to  seven. 

These  amendments,  and  all  alterationa  of  the 
bill  requisite  in  consequence  of  them,  were  adopted, 
without  any  division  on  the  question. 

By  one  of  these  amendmentSi  the  Congre^ional 
Globe  and  Appendix,  and  the  names  of  Blair  ft 
Rives,  were  stricken  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EING  moved  to  strike  out  the  worda»  ''and 
purchase;*'  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  moved  t^su^jmX^lJW 
eopiesy''  and  inseit  '*300  copies;*'  aiMi  oa  thii  ao- 
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ite  W  MiM-  Ibrthe  yeistna  BS)^  iibMi  n^re 


<WilMii  itmMNi  for  Hm  QEe  of  ifacCkneral  Qdt« 


Mr.  MeROBBRTS  accepted  the  saggestkNi.wid 
Ml  KotUm  to  strike  out  1,O0O|  and  imtort 

IM. 

fbe  ^Mitkm  wm  tfara  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ^yeaa  19,  nftys  91,  as  follows: 

KItBDi'Btmhj,  Benton,  BuebaMn,  G«Ita6QD, 


OMmt,  FuUw,  Kiii&  Mdhifflo,  McRobcru,  RiTM»  Bevier, 
inithof  QoflVPiMIJkHUt Btan^  Tfeppan,  Walioer.  WiUiaaMi 
wdSwjt  w  wMght— 19. 

WCTB  M<»rtf>  Arbhar,  Blurrow,  Beitea,  Bottim,  CKiotle, 
Mtoi.GMModto,  JHifi<m,  Bmos,   OHOMin,  flewlanRin, 

.)itr^  W$TQBT  moved  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
tio^j^  by  stlikiiig  out  the  #ords  'Mo  be  distr ibtited  in 
stt^h  manner  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  direct,'* 
(^  which  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays^  which 
tere  ordered. 

XbeOQe^lioii  on  this  amendment  was  taken,  and 
rcsnlled  in  the  negiAive— yeas  19,  nays  dl,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YkAS— Itestri.  AOtti,  Burby,  Beaton,  BuchartAn,  Ctltaoon, 
QgMbiit,  FMn>a,  Kittg^  BfiDoile,  MoRobvrti,  RHtm.  Btvier, 
AjMpr  C0ao#cUAaL  BwHMMi,  Ttppaa,  WallEar,  WMlteinf, 

ScSSfB-'Xlmt9.  .Scher,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate, 
CMWA,  CMutedeo,  Dayton,  Bvaika,  Oraham,  HendBraon,lCenr, 
JUmm^mkk.mihn,  Porur,  Bmidi  of  Indiana,  Tallniadge, 

|£.  TAPPAN  moved  a  proviso,  that  the  di(- 
tribntjipn  of  snob  copies  shall  not  be  made  by  this 
nor  M^  fntore  Congress;  on  which  the  yeas  and 
am  were  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Thf  (jQtetien  was  then  taken  on  this  amendment, 
aad  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  S$,  nays  11« 
asfonovs: 


dRtdn,Klng,  Blicl>nffle,  ncHobene,  Maognna,  Rires,  aevier, 
ftikh  <tf  CbaneoUcoi,  wahfa  of  Indiana,  Sturgeob,  Tappan, 
Wdj^Williams,  Woodtwry,  and  Wri&li(-26. 

$AYB— Menrs.  Bales,  Berrien.  Choate,  Dayton,  Erans, 
Kerr,  tterriek.  Miller,  Tailmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 1 1. 

Itr.  MeROBBRTS  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adiourn.  On  this  qneslion  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjoam — ayes  J4,  noes 
31. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  insert  a  proviso,  that, 
"before  any  contract  or  agreement  made  nnder  the 
prefisiofls  of  this  bill,  and  entered  into,  shall  be 
binding,  svch  ctmiract  shall  be  reported  to  both 
Bbnses  of  Congress;  and,  unless  approved  of  by 
them,  shiill  not  be  Talid.**  On  this  question  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
derM. 

The  question  wa^  ^en  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negatire^yeas  19,  nays 
St.as  folk)WF: 


Y^A»-Utmr9.  Allen,  Burby.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calboun, 

It,  Bturgc 
Woodbury,  and  Wright— 1». 


Cothbert,  Pnlum,  King,  McDnffle,  Mcltoberts,  Hires.  Serler, 
SiikiiKarOoQaaeiicot,  Bturgeoo,  Tappan,  Walker,  WIUkuDs, 


NAYB— keasn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
dnhte,  Conrad,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  Erans,  Graham.  Hen- 
dnea,  Hoadngton,  Kerr.  Mananm,  Merrick,  Bliller,  Porter, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Talluiadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge-22. 

Semeterh*!  amendments  were  made  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Messrs.  KING  and  HENDERSON,  render- 
el  neecssaiy  in  consequence  of  the  names  of  Blair 
db  Rives  haTinfr  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  moTed  to  strike  out  the  words 
*'snch  as  are  contained  in  that  periion  of  the  se- 
nse alrtedf  Mblisbed.*' 

The  ammment  was  adopted. 

lir.  WRIQEiT  neit  moved  to  strike  out  the 
4di  section,  which  was  that  making  the  appropria- 
tioa  for  currytog  out  the  proposition. 

On  this  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  uayi, 

whidl  were  ordered,  and  resulted^yeas  19,  nays 

91,  as  follows: 

TBAfl^VeMB.  Alien,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Oalhoun, 
C«tMft,F)iltoii,KlDg,  lleDome,llclloberts,  Rires,  Sinrier, 

~  '~  », Tappan,  Walker,  Willianaa, 


Bmith  of  Connecticat,  siarfeon 
Wgpdbary.  and  Wright— 19. 
If AfB-Mbi.  Archer,  Ban 


PIKMIy**TWw« 

Iff'  TA9MlN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
**Mm  dh  iwHoB,"  and  tnsurt  ^'seiae  sutMbhb 


penan  wiiiteg  te  eeutract,"  dbc  He  asked  Ih9 
gunttemen  opposite  what  confideoce  they  would 
huve  in  the  impartiality  of  Blair  db  Riv«s,  in  ae- 
leetiu;  uMterials  for  such  a  publication?  And  if 
tlMy  w^udd  not  be  willing  to  intrust  them,  how 
eOttld  they  ask  the  Democratic  party  to  have  confi- 
dence in  the  impartiality  of  Gbles  db  Seatou. 

Mr.  W0ODBRII>OE  said,  possibly  the  objeotlon 
asicht  iuvo  some  weight,  if  the  proposition  was  for 
wies  db  Seaten  to  write  speeches  and  debates  for 
puhlicatiod;  but  the  contract  was  to  be  simply  for 
repubtiiliing  speeches  and  debates  already  pub- 

Bfr*  BtKlHANAN  had  no  disposition  to  ca^t 
any  impuiation  on  Gtailes  db  8eaton%  integrity;  nor 
dWl  he  imajgine  the  Senator  fVom  Ohio  had.  By 
an  a¥bitr<ary  rate,  )n8t  adopted  at  the  instance  of 
the  Senator  fitmi  Missiseippi,  [Mr.  Hbhdbusoii,] 
the  debates  from  1789  to  1824  were  to  be  com- 
pressed into  19  volumes;  and  tbe  power  to  select, 
eompress,  and  cut  down  these  debates,  was  to  be 
given  to  Gates  db  Beaton.  Now,  if  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  in  the  present  majority,  be  would  not^-4tt  least 
he  thought  he  eould  not— persuade  his  friends  to 
dMose  Blair  db  Rives  for  eiecuting  such  a  task. 
Sieh  a  man  as  Jared  Sparks  would  be  a  pi*oper 
person  to  make  the  compendium;  for,  notwith- 
siandiDg  all  that  bad  been  said,  heooimidered  Jared 
8park»  an  hOneM  man.  [l%e  French  map  being 
mentionedJAy,  notwifbslandlna  ilA  French  map. 

Mr.  BBNTON.    That  map  killed  him,  sir. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  pointed  out  a  few  reasons 
which  induced  him  and  his  friends  to  prefer  Gales 
db  Beaton  to  any  one  that  could  be  selected.  They 
aloae  possessed  the  materials  for  the  compilation. 

Mr.  BBNTON  remarked  that  he  could  And,  in 
tbe  Library  of  Congress,  abundance  of  materials 
for  the  oempilation;  and,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
fhr  better  than  Galea  A  Seaten  could  possibly  have* 

Mr.  CRIITBNDEN  had  no  doubt  tbe  Benalor 
so  believed;  but  be  was  equally  certain  he  was  mis- 
taken. Mr.  C.  then  passed  a  warm  enlogiom  oB 
Mr.  Gales,  and  concluded  by  dedaring  be  did  not 
known  man  so  well  qualified  for  ihe  task  in  every 
particular* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  disclaimed  any  imputation 
inconsistent  with  the  highest  respect  for  Gales  db 
Beaton.  What  he  said,  and  intended  to  say,  was, 
that  no  party  editors  should  have  the  compilation; 
for,  unless  a  person,  so  associated  with  party,  were 
an  angel,  he  oouhl  not  divest  himself  of  some  pre- 
judice likely  to  operate  unconsciously.  Without 
knowing  it,  he  would  necessarily  find  himself  giv- 
ing preference  to  tbe  speeches  of  his  own  party,  or 
ovcf estimating  their  value,  and  underestimating 
those  of  ibe  opposite  party. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  (if  he  understood  the  Sen- 
ator) supposed  he  would  hardly  intriist  this  publi- 
cation to  any  but  an  aogel.  Now,  if  ihe  Senator 
can  get  an  angel  to  turn  editor,  be  was  ready  to 
give  him  tbe  preference  overGktles  db  Beaton;  but, 
as  tbe  work  mast  in  reality  be  done  by  mortal 
man,  and  not  by  angels,  be  would  sooner  take 
Gktlesdb  Beaton  than  others,  when  all  must  have 
some  political  feeling  in  a  country  like  this,  and  no 
one  else  had  equal  abilities  and  materials  for  per- 
fon&inf  tbe  lask. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  knew  tbe  Senator  had  a 
great  deal  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  in  his 
composition,  but  be  did  not  suppose  it  would  carry 
him  so  far  as  to  say  that  Nicholas  Biddle  weald 
be  an  impartial  person  to  choose  for  selecting  mate* 
rials  for  the  history  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
And  as  to  angels,  he  could  hardly  persuade 
himself  that  the  Senator  would  prefer  them  to 
Gales  db  Beaton  as  editors  of  this  work. 

Mr.  BBNTON  now  produced  and  referred  to 
nomeroua  large  volumes  of  newspapers  Arom  the 
Library  of  Congress,  containing  a  continuous  series 
of  debates  fh>m  1789  to  tbe  late  war;  fivm  which 
be  showed  that  debates  were  reported  in  full,  and 
in  tbe  handsomest  style. 

Mr.  SEVIBR  asked  the  Senator  to  give  way  for 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  no  occasion.  He 
was  quite  fresh  and  vigorous,  and  had  just  waked 
up  from  the  sofa,  where  he  bad  recruited  himself 
for  Ibis  nigbi^  work.  He  meant  first  to  prove 
that  otbeiB  oonld  pcarform  this  task  quite  as  weU|  ii 


not  bettei',  than  Gales  db  Beaton.  The  meAebghft 
were  bringing  him  in  ihe  folios  as  quick  tt  tli^r 
oould,  and  had  yet  a  cartload  in  reserve. 

Mr.  SEYIER  moved  an  adjowfilnieht;  abd  M 
Ibis  question  ealtod  for  tbe  yeas  and^  niiys;  iffldA 
were  ordered;  and 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— *yebs  19,  nays  ST. 

Mr.  BBNTON  then  proceeded  lo  lulrn  over  the 
debates  in  tbe  folios  of  newspapers  before  him, 
commenting  on  them  as  be  prooeeded.  While  do* 
ing  so,  some  laughter  ocoarred;  upon  wbfHi  hesUd 
this  bill  was  not  a  subject  fer  joking,  it  was  (oo 
abominable  for  that— it  was  damnable.  He  could 
tell  gentlemen  it  would  and  should  be  fought 
against,  if  every  day  and  night,  without  intermis- 
sion, till  the  4th  of  Mareh»  was  to  be  f^t  in  tbe 
contest  It  should  go' abroad  in  every  direction^ 
and  to  the  most  remote' recesses  of  tbe  Union,  that 
the  public  business  had  been  entirely  superseded  at 
the  clof  e  of  the  last  f^ession  of  this  expiring  Con* 
gress,  to  enable  gentlemen  from  whose  bands  the 
power  they  had  so  much  abused  was  departiog,  to 
pension  their  partisan  pre»s.  Mr<  B.  spoke  with 
great  energy  and  efiect  for  more  tbanhtKi^  hour, 
pointing  out  all  the  iniquities  of  this  proporiiion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tappan'9 
amendment  to  strike  out  "Gales db  Season"  and  in- 
sert a  '^suitable  pempn»*'  dbCt;  and  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  16,  nays  19,  as  follows: 


Allen.  Bafbv,  Bfnt0o,  B 


toVion 


n, 


Fuliott.  Kiog,  McjECoberta.  Bevier,  omibt  of  ConpeoMout, 
pan.  Wilcox,  WUUame,  Woodt^ry,  Wrix^  apd  Young-;)^, 
NAYS— Messrs.  Archer.  Banow,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Crmeih 


Y&A»-M 

on.KiM 
Wilcox 

l-^ik  JL  •7**~fluoaoiDa    j>4««iivi,  &»<•&>  wn,  A#«isiwu,   -viu^kvu,    ^<.»|fnn- 

dao,  Dayton,  Evans,  OfabacD,  Hendersoa,  Buntiaglipi^  fMPfr, 
Manguin,lllller,  MoreheaA  Fortof^  Smiib  of I)idiaii%  0^jragu«i 
TiUmadf e,  and  Woodbridga— 19. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  the  Senate  havibg 
been  eight  hours  in  session,  it  was  now  time  to  ad- 
journ. He,  therefore,  moved  an  adjeocnmeot,  aad 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  wbiah  were  orderedL 

The  Senate  again  refused  to  adjoam— yeas  16, 
na? s  90,  as  followsi 

YEAS— Messsrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  OMMMm« 
Fulton.  King,  McRoDarls.  JSemr,etonUi,orCoBiMoaciivT9P' 


pan,  Wilcox,  WilUams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 1$, 

NAYS-^essrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bales,  fienleii,  QvMt 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Muotlngtoi), 


Kmt,  Maiigum;  Miller,  Morehsad.  Port«^  Smith  of  lodiasa, 
Sprague,  Allmadga,  and  Woodbridgo— 20. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "|5  per  volume,"  and  insert  "|3  p^r  volume.** 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for,  and  ordered;  and  resulted — ^yeas  16,nty8  9l>, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan.  C^albbuiv 
Fulton,  King,  McRoberts.  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  T\ip< 
pan,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Yo«Dg~l6w 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arch«r,  Barrow,  Bata^  Berrieu,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Uvans,  Graham,  Henderson.  Httntington, 
Kerr,  Ma^m,  Miller,  Morabead.  Portar,  Smith  of  IiKliaM, 
Sprague,^dlmadge,  and  Woodbiidgo— 20. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  n«it  moved  to  amend  tbe 
4th  section,  by  making  the  appropriation  only  ex- 
tend to  the  present  year,  leaving  each  stmceedinir 
year  to  be  appropriated  for  in  tbe  ordinary'  appro- 
priation bills. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  naya  were  call- 
ed for,  and  or.lered;  and  resulted— yeas  16,  nays  90, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagbv,  Benton,  Bnchaoan.  Conrad, 
Fulton,  King,  McRoberts,  Sevier,  Smith  of  ConnactlCMt,  Tap* 
pan,  Wilcox,  Williams.  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Yoao£-.l6. 

NAYS— Massrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  BaiM.  Berrien,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Uonlin^too, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Sailth  of  Indiana, 
Sprague,  'AUasadge,  and  Woodbridge— 20. 

Mr.  BBNTON  said  there  was  one  part  of  tbe 
bill  which  admitted  of  amendment  as  long  as  a 
figure  of  it  held  together— he  meant  the  proposition 
of  paying  for  1,000  copies.  He  had  a  great  many 
amendments  to  offer  on  that  noim;  and  to  give  him- 
self latitude  enough,  be  would  begin  with  a  rise  of 
50  copies  over  the  rejected  number  moved  as  a  sub- 
stitute by  the  Senator  from  Illinois;  and  so  going  on« 
50  at  a  time,  till  he  coiHd  g«t  some  of  his  amind- 
menta  to  stick.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  star^ 
now  beaming  in  on  fbe  windows,  woald  give  way 
to  the  risinit  sun  before  they  were  all  got  throa|!h. 
He  would  begin  with  150  He  therefore  moved 
to  strike  out  1,000,  and  insert  150;  and  on  this  mo- 
tion required  tbe  yeas  and  nays.  It  would  be  a 
good  day^  work  to  pave  the  roumry  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  in  one  day;  and  it  made  bim  quite 
fresh  Mkd  Vigorous  to  think  of  it.    He  felt  that  be 
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«Nild  hold  oat  a  eompla  of  days  and  Dig bts,  witli- 
oat  •leeping'br  aatiog,  to  effect  to  mneb  good.  His 
^rieiklt  bad  been  now  nine  boon  battling  (be  mon- 
tltry  and  be  woold  try  his  band  for  nine  bonrs 
mora.  The  Senator  from  Kentocky  bad  made  a 
ymj  aconrate  caleolation  the  other  day,  thit  40  or 
50  bills  might  have  been  passed  in  the  two  boars 
which  had  been  deroted  to  Sir  Robert  Psei^  oon- 
stmelion  of  the  treaty;  and,  by  the  same  rnle,  the 
June  boars  lost  in  perserering  with  this  biU,  might 
have  enabled  the  Senate  to  pass  300  bills  awaiting 
the  notion  of  Congress.  All  this  was  to  fasten  on 
the  treasary  this  great  printing  job  for  a  partisan 
press. 

The  qaestion  was  then  tskea  on  the  motion  to 
sabetitate  150  for  1,000,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  17,  nays  SO,  as  follows: 


TBaB— Mmwi.  Altoo,  Bicby,  Bontoo,  BocbtMn,  Calboun, 
Fnlton,  King,  McRotMna,  Barier,  Smith  of  Conoaeticut,  Ttp- 
p«o,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Willianii,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and 


17. 
3-Uemn.  Areher,  Barrow,  Batat,  Barrieo,  Claytoo, 


ronag— . 

Crlttaodao,  Daytoo,  Bran^  Graham,  Heodwaon.  tfootinftoD, 
Kerr,  Maojnnn,  Miller,  Morehead.  Porter,  Bmitb  of  Indiana, 
gpragna,  tUimadge,  and  Woodbridgo-^fl). 

Mr  WALKER  moved  to  lay  the  the  bill  apon 
the  table;  and,  on  this  motion,  called  for  the  yess 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on, his  motion,  and 
decided  in  the  negatlTe— yeas  16,;nays  31,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TBAB— Meena.  Allan,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bochanan,  Falton, 
Kfaig,  MeRoberta,  ^vier,  Bmtth  of  Connecticat,  Tappan, 
Wdbr,  WUcoz,  Williame,  Woodbury,  Wngh^  and  Yonog 

NaQB— Meairf.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batee,  Berrien,  dayton, 
Oonrad,0ritienden,  Dayton,  Braoe,  Graham,  Hendereon,  Hunt- 
lofion,  Kerr,  Maniniin,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Smith  of 
Indliiii,  Bprague,  Tallniadge,  and  Woodbridg»-2L 

Mr.  BENTON  next  mo?ed  to  strike  oat  1,000, 
aad  insert  900;  and  on  this  be  oalkd  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  wluch  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  resalted  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  18,  as 
followsi 

Bentoa,  Buchanan,  Fulton, 


16. 


,  McEobert&l 
»r,  WUcor,  IV 

LTft-MeaMn.B 

ndeo,  Dayton,  ] 


OMdge,  and  Woodbridge— la 

Bir.  BBRRIBN  moved  to  strike  ont  1,000,  and 
insert  950. 

Mr.  KING  coald  see  no  reason  why  either  1,000 
or  950  copies  shoald  be  specified.  It  was  perfectly 
olear  that  the  object  was  to  snbseribe  for  that  nam- 
ber  of  copies  not  wanted,  merely  to  pat  that  mach 
money  in  the  pockets  of  the  contractors.  He  bad 
been  present  at  the  condnsidn  of  many  sessions, 
bat  had  never  seen  anything  so  exoeptionable  as 
this.  The  books  were  not  wanted — certainly  not 
to  tbeoxtent  of  even  950.  The  Senator  is  very  adroit, 
bat  beoannot  escape.  [Bfr.Braroii:  he  cant  escape.] 
Ho  had  been  desiroas  of  divesting  the  bill  of  itsparti- 
san  character,  bat  the  proposition  was  reject^.  He 
believed  the  people  woald  cry  oat  shame,  as  a 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  the  other  day,  on  another 
snbject,  applied  to  the  Senators  on  this  side. 

Bir.  SfiilTH  of  Connecticat  observed,  that  had 
the  people  of  this  coantry  not  been  exceedingly 
eredoloos,  the  Whig  party  woald  not  have  had  the 
opportanity  this  day  to  draw  f^om  the  treasary 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  given  to  their 
political  friends;  Imt  what  be  rose  for  was,  to  ad- 
jure the  Senate  to  tarn  their  attention  to  the  private 
bills  for  the  relief  of  destitnte  and  deserving  claim- 
ants. 

Mr.  BBNTON  had  listened  with  pleasore  to  the 
appeal  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  apon  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  to  give  the  data  apon  which 
thgr  claimed  1,000  or  950 

In  the  Arabian  Nights  Bntertainmenu  there  were 
1,001  stories;  bat  no  reason  was  rendered  for  that 
partiealar  namber,  neither  could  gentlemen  give 
a  reaaon.  He  professed  to  be  a  reasonable  aian, 
and  he  wanted  the  reason  in  thia  case.  As  the 
proposition  now  stood,  there  was  not  the  semblance 
of  a  reason  why  the  namber  shoald  be  950.  Tbe 
British  Parliament  introdooed  a  sliding  scale  of 
duties— perhaps  the  Senator  from  Georgia  would 
consent  to  a  sliding  vote  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  stated  that  his  object  was  to 


counteract  a  purpose  that  was  avowed  for  delay. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  bad  given  notice  that 
he  would  begin  with  150;  and,  that  failing,  would 
rise  progressively  50  at  a  time;  and,  therefore,  be 
(Mr.  B  )  proposed  a  motion  to  sabstitute  950.  He 
proceeded  to  argue  that  it  was  the  opposite  side 
which  was  obstructing  the  public  business. 

Mr.  ALLEN  complimented  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  upon  ihe  fair,  frank,  and  manly  manner 
in  which  he  bad  placed  the  issue  of  responsibility. 
The  question  then  was.  How  came  ibis  bill  u (4 
It  was  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  in  thia  body— ^ut 
of  its  order  en  tbe  calendar— and  by  a  motion  to 
lay  aside  all  previous  orders  to  give  it  a  preference. 
Tbe  Senate  was  asked  to  swallow  tbis  bill  with  all 
its  enormities.  But  it  should  be  resisted  by  motion 
after  motion  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night  on  tbe  3d  of 
Bdarch.  And  one  motion  he  would  make  would  be 
to  lay  it  on  tbe  table,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  tbe 
retrenchment  bill;  and  then,  if  gentlemen  voted 
down  that  motion,  let  both  parties  go  before  the 
country  with  thofc  two  bills  in  their  bands.  AiKi 
all  the  real  necessity  of  tbis  bill  was  to  giie  a  party 
printer  an  enormous  job  The  Senator  said  a  good 
deal  about  the  rights  of  tbe  majority.  All  this 
was  every  good;  bat  tbe  majority  had  no  right  to 
disfranchise  the  minority. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  calendar  of  13th  February,  to  show  that 
tbis  bill  was  norreported  to  the  Senate  on  that  day. 
He  asked,  when  was  it  reported  to  the  Senate? 

The  CHAIR  answered,  on  tbe  16th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  continuation,  said  tbe  nam- 
ber of  tbe  bill  was  198;  and  be  found  only  five 
other  bills  of  later  numbers.  How,  then,  did  it 
happen  that  this  bill  should  be  taken  up  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  previous  bills  on  the  calendarl  Was 
it  for  a  public  necessity,  or  a  private  necessity? 
Was  the  emergency  that  of  the  country,  or  that  of 
an  individual?  It  was  one  of  a  grossly  partisan 
character. 

This  was  a  question  on  which  he  was  ready  to 
go  before  the  country,  and  vindicate  the  stand  the 
Democracy  bad  made.  If  this  bill  had  been 
reached  in  its  regular  order,  there  might  have  been 
some  little  pretext  for  maintaining  its  place.  Would 
any  SenatcSr  deny  that  there  were  many  bills  on 
tbe  calendar  of  vastly  more  interest  than  this  bill 
to  provide  for  a  partisan  printer? 

If  r.  WOODBURY  asked,  when  had  this  subject 
been  introduced,  and  how? 

The  CHAIR  said,  by  resolution,  on  tbe  15ih  of 
February. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  asked  what  public  in- 
terest required  that  all  other  business  sbouhl  be  sac- 
rificed for  this  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  pointed  to  the  im- 
propriety of  tbe  course  now  pursued  by  the  friends 
of  tbis  bill,  as  tbe  strongest  proof  that  it  was  they 
who  should  bear  tbe  responsibility  of  the  obstruc- 
tion which  this  discussion  bad  occasioned.  He 
moved  to  postpone  tbe  bill,  with  a  view  of  taking 
up  tbe  pension  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  widows  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  BsaniBv^ 
motion  to  substitute  950  for  1,000. 

Mr.  BAGBY  characterized '  tbe  course  pursued 
by  the  majority  en  this  bill  as  the  most  extraordi- 
nary that  he  had  ever  witnessed  on  this  floor.  In 
all  measures,  two  questions  were  to  be  considered: 
first,  whether  a  proposition  was  necessary;  and, 
next,  whether  there  were  means  to  carry  it  out 
Here  was  a  case  wholly  destitute  of  those  reqni* 
sites. 

This  bai  ought  to  be  called  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  partisan  editors;  and,  in  justification  of  that 
title,  gentlemen  bad  refused  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment that  this  work  should  be  confided  to  a  *  ^suit- 
able person.'* 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  till  W^esday*  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  widows  of  revolutionary  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  asked  whether  the  National 
Intelligencer  was  not  the  organ  of  the  administra- 
tions of  Mr.  Jeflisrson,  Bir.  Madison,  and  Mr. 
Monroe? 


Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  believed  that,  as  loag  is 
the  editors  could  make  money  out  of  the  admbw- 
trations  alluded  to,  they  werr ;  hot,  the  nomcat 
they  found  ibey  could  make  more  by  the  opposiis 
party,  they  went  over  to  it,  and  have  so  ooBiiaaed 
ever  since. 

Ifr.  MOREHEAD  said  he  understood  they  wws 
tbe  organs — and  tbe  confidential  organs— of  the  ad- 
ministration during  tbe  war;  and  that  they  stood 
by  Mr.  Madison  on  the  bank  question. 

Mr.  BAGBY  asked  tbis  questioo:  If  ^e  Seaale 
was  prepared  to  confide  the  history  of  Jefifenoa, 
Madison,  Monroe,  and  Wasbiugton,  to  persons  who 
bad  shown  themselves  opposed  to  the  principles  of 
these  great  men?  Would  it  be  proper  to  coaflds 
the  parliamentary  and  constitutional  history  of  the 
country  to  the  opponents  of  tbe  principles  of  Jef- 
ferson, MadiM>n,  Monroe,  and  Washington?  He 
would  not  go  to  a  prejudiced  jury,  nor  to  a  pifja- 
diced  author,  for  an  impartial  verdict  or  a  hteiofy. 
He  wanted  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.  He  did  not  ask  for  a  Democratie 
author  to  compile  such  a  work,  and  God  forbid  he 
should  ask  for  a  Whig  author, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  ref- 
erence to  a  collateral  issue  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  It  was,  as  to  who  and  what  party 
should  bear  the  responsibility  of  delaying  the  pnh- 
lic  business.  Gkntlemen  had  talked  of  iher%hta 
of  the  majority;  and  he  bad  also  a  few  wonte  u> 
say  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the  minority.  That 
minority  has  a  constituency  at  home,  whose  inter* 
ests  it  is  their  duty  to  take  care  of.  Now,  by  tbe 
vigorous  resistance  made  by  the  minority  iiH!ay» 
the  constituency  of  ail  had  been  sav^  |900,000. 
That  was  not  a  bad  day's  work.  It  was  worth 
contending  for.  Ii  is  pressed  as  tbe  most  import- 
ant bill  on  the  calendar.  Was  not  the  minority 
entitled  to  form  its  own  opinion  on  that  point? 
There  are  but  five  bills  on  the  calendar  later  than 
this.  Tbe  present  bill  is  138.  Of  the  other  five, 
two  have  been  passed.  A  third  is  a  private  bill; 
and  the  last  is  a  proposition  to  give  lands  to  the 
States  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind.  And  now, 
because  a  bill,  which  is  narrowed  down  to  a  profit- 
able job  to  partisan  pi  inters,  is  opposed,  tbe  minor- 
ity is  to  be  chargeable  with  obstructing  the  pobGc 
business, *by  resisting  it !  Tbis  was  an  issue  upon, 
nhich  be  was  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to  go  be-> 
fore  the  country. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said,  if  be  could  have  tan* 
seen  what  the  minority  now  considered  their  duty 
and  their  right,  he  should  have  bad  no  part  in 
bringing  forward  this  bill.  It  has  become  simply 
a  question  whether  the  majority  can  pass  a  bilL 
Are  they  to  yield  up  their  judgment,  and  become 
as  if  they  were  the  minority?  Could  be  have  fore- 
seen this  delay  of  tbe  public  business  on  the 
calendar,  be  would  much  sooner  have  foregone  the 
bill;  but,  when  it  now  assumes  the  position,  wheth- 
er the  majority  is  to  sunender  up  its  rijthts,  he 
could  not  entertain  tbe  idea  of  making  any  sacri- 
fice. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  an  adjonmmeni;  on  which 
motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  16^  nays 
18,  as  follows: 

TBA8— Meam.  AU«n,  Btgby,  Benton,  BoditiuuLCalboui, 
Fulton,  King.  McRotiorta,  eerier.  Smith  of  Oonnecocat,  Wal- 
l[er,Wacoz,WilliMD«,  Woodbniy,  Wright,  and  Tonne— 16L 

KAYB— Meam.  Barrow,  Batee,  Berrien.  DaTtoo,  Braoe, 
Orabam,  Hendereon.  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  WStK^ 
Bforebead,  Porter,  SimmoM,  Sotith  of  lodiaBa,  Talbaadiafe 
and  Woodbridge-ia 

The  pending  question  was  to  postpone  this  bill 
till  Wednesday,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ap  the 
bill  for  extending  the  five  year  pension  law  for  the 
widows  of  the  revolutionary  soldiers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  stated  that,  upon  every  pcin- 
ciple  of  duty  and  feeling,  be  felt  bound  to  vote  for 
this  postponement,  that  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uba 
widows  of  the  revolutionary  sokliers  Bight  be 
taken  up. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  motion  to 
postpone  till  Wednesday,  and  decided  in  the 
tive— yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meamni.  Allen,  Begbf,  Benton,  Bacbanan,  rfcftti^ 
Fultoo.  King,  McRol>ette,  BeTier,  Smith  of  Coonaciieat,  Wal- 
leer,  Wilcox,  Wniiaroe,  Woodburj,  Wright,  and  Tonng— 1$. 

N  ATS— aiawn.  Binraw,  BM^  Becriww  CMMDdiaiBiifian, 
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■vHMb  anhuB,  Handenoa,  Kerr,  Htncum,  Miller,  Moreheed, 
ftMtt  ttouBooe,  Smith  of  Indiena,  Tellmidge)  end  Woed- 
pfidpe-47« 

Mr.  SfiViBR  said  he  bad  hitherto  abstained 
ftom  taking  part  in  the  debate)  and  it  was  not  bis 
par^oss  now  to  eonsame  much  time^  but  merely  to 
ttail^  as  it  was  his  habit  to  do,  everything  which 
ootancd  bn  the  natare  of  a  party  movement.  Abont 
this  time  two  years  ago,  the  Senate  was  engaged, 
aoetnrdiDg  to  its  nsoal  practice,  in  electing  a  printer; 
and  the  minority  on  that  oecuion  being  the  party 
which  now  forms  the  majority,  did  not  thinlcitanbe- 
coving  to  contend|antil  a  Ter>  late  honr,  and  then, 
teding  that  their  opposition  was  likely  to  bennsne- 
cesMyto  kave  the  Senate  without  a  qaoram.  And 
hsoonld  mention  some  other  instances  where  an  ex- 
ample had  been  set  by  gentlemen  opposite,  (then  in 
a  minonty»)  which,  if  followed  now,  would  ena- 
ble the  minority  to  contend  socoessOilly.  He 
peioeived,  however,  that  his  friends  opposite  had 
changed  their  views,  and  were  now  of  the  belief  that 
it  was  the  dnty  of  the  minority  not  only  to  stand 
their  gronnd,  bat  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
minority  without  resistance* 

Tesy  yon  cut  and  ran,  but  we  have  not  followed 
vour  illustrious  example;  and,  bcbides,  we  might, 
by  following  your  example  in  another  instance, 
save  ouraelves  the  trouble  of  offering  resistance 
sow.    A  contract  was  made,  and  bonds  entered 
into  with  a  public  printer;  and  yet  yon  did  not 
scrapie  to  brsak  that  contract,  and  give  the  print- 
ing to  another;  and  now,  when,  according  to  the 
course  of  hnman  events,  you  find  your  power 
almost  at  an  end— when  yon  find  yourselves  on 
your  death-bed — when  you  are  about 'breathing 
your  last — already  enveloped  in  your  shrouds — I 
will  not  say,  as  was  said  by  the  former  distinguish- 
ed Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  reference  to  his 
political  opponents — that  you  are  about  to  enter 
the  cart  with  ropes  about  your  necks — you  are  dis- 
posed to  bequeath  a  sort  of  legacy  to  these  same 
printers,  for  whose  benefit  you  broke  the  contract  with 
Blair  &  Rivee;  and  I  confess  they  ricbly  deserve  such 
a  bequest  at  your  bands,  for  tbey  have  managed 
your  cause  withabiUty;  they  have  given  you  power 
and  responaibiliiy  for  a  time;  they  have  made  you 
what  you  are;  and  yon  would  be  an  ungrateful  set 
of  fellows  if  you  refused  to  reward  them.    lam 
surprised   that  yon   gave  up  the  |300,000,  and 
agreed  to    make  the  donation  only  |60,000.    I 
would  have  gone  to  the  whole  extent,  and  not  abated 
a  dollar.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  notable  exam- 
]te  yon  haye  set  us.  We  do  not  intend  to  run  away; 
we  will  sit  in  our  places  until  the  hand  of  the  clock 
points  to  the  hour  of  twelve;  and  we  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently reunarded  for  holding  out  a  few  hours  longer, 
if  we  shall  succeed  in  preventing  this  job  by  (which 
yen  would  be  the  better  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  ns)  from  being  effected. 

Mr.  CRirrBNDBN  entertained  a  sincere  re- 
gard for  the  Senator  who  bad  just  sat  down,  and, 
knowing  it  was  contrary  to  his  usual  habit,  he 
felt  at  a  loss  to  know  why  he  had  indulged  in  that 
course  of  personal  asperity,  calculated  to  effect 
nothing  but  angry  feelings.  What  argument  was 
there  in  such  taunts  as,  '*you  are  on  tht  last 
ga8pM..«golQg  10  your  death's—and  the  Senator 
eouki  haHly  forbear  saying,  ^Mike  criminals  in 
carts  with  ropes  about  your  necks." 

Mr.  SEVIER  interposed  to  state  that  what  he 
had  said  was,  that  he  would  not  apply  to  the  Whigs 
the  epithets  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the  Democratic  party 
when  going  ont  of  power,  that  they  were  like  crim- 
inals going  to  their  deaths  with  ropes  about  their 
necks.       

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked,  was  it  magnani- 
mous to  make  even  this  allusion  to  a  great  man, 
now  in  private  life,  who  had  once  been  the  grace 
and  ornament  of  this  hall. 

Mr.  SEVIER  disclaimed  any  unparliamentary 
use  of  that  Senator's  laoguage. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  did  not  really  know  upon 
what  grounds  gentlemen  assumed  the  despotic 
tairais  which  they  were  so  liberal  in  throwing  out 
against  the  party  now  in  power.  He  rather 
thought  they  would  find  their  anticipations  ground- 
less. 

As  to  the  course  pursued  by  his  friends  when  in 
the  ouBori^,  he  would  ask,  Was  it  not  better  to 


quit  the  hall,  than  4o  try  to  defeat  the  will  of  the 
majority  by  mere  brute  iorce? 

Since  it  nad  come  to  a  mere  question  of  physical 
endurance,  and  the  gentlemen  opposite  bad  fully" 
proved  their  capacity  for  defeating  the  rights  of  the 
majority,  he  would,  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  con- 
test, move  to  go  into  execative  session. 

Mr.TALLMADGB  hoped  not:  his  motto  was— 
"Never  say  die.»' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  for  and  or- 
dered on  the  motion  to  go  into  executive  session; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEA8— Meaere.  AUeo,  Baebr,  Benum,  Buchanan^  Calhoun, 
Crittenden,  Falton,  Graham,  King,  McRoberta,  Bevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Williame,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Young— la 

Nays— Meeere.  Barrew,  Batee,  Berrien.  Dayton,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Bfangum,  Miller,  Porter,  Sim- 
moos,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallraadge,  and  Woodbridge— 15. 

So  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  and,  having  spent  a  short  time 
therein,  at  10  o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned — having 
been  13  hours  in  session,  without  intermission. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRBSBNTATIVES. 
Mohdat,  February  27,  1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
Albert  Reed,  and  seventy  seven  others,  citizens  of 
Lincolnville,  Maine,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
duties  on  lumber  and  fish. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Balch,  Jan.,  and  forty-nine  other  citizens  of  Pres- 
eott,  Maine,  praying  Congress  for  an  additional 
duty  on  sawed  lumber,  spars,  piles,  wood,  bark, 
dkc,  from  the  British  Provinces;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Conunerce. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  presented  the  memorial  of 
37  farmers  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  asking  Con- 
gress to  equalize  the  tariff,  and  in  just  reference  to 
their  staples  of  wool  and  hides. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  18  farmers  of  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  H.DODGE  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Lane,  of  Milwaukie  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  to  refund  to  him  a  certain 
amount  of  money  overpaid  by  him  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Milwankie  land  dis- 
trieu 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  town  of  Racine,  Racine 
county,  Tenitory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress 
that  a  tri-weekly  mail  may  be  established  from  Ra- 
cine to  Bast  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Walworth,  by 
the  way  of  the  town  of  Rochester. 

Mr.  BOTD  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John 
B.  Hubbard,  and  43  other  citizens  of  Mills's  Point, 
Kentucky,  in  favor  of  relieving  A.  Kendall  f^om 
all  liability  on  account  of  a  judgment  obtained  by 
Stockton  and  Stokes  against  said  Kendall,  for  cer- 
tain acts  of  his  as  Postmaster  Gteneral:  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  au- 
thorizing the  porchase  of  so  many  sets  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  eighty,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  replace  those  which  have  been  lost, 
provided  that  the  same  can  be  purchased  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  five  dollars  a  volume. 

Objected  to,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  BRIGtGS  called  up  his  motion,  made  some 
days  since,  to  print  3,500  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  called  for  the  previous  question  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired,  before  the 
House  voted,  to  see  the  papers  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  were  not  in  the 
House,  having  been  sent  to  the  printer,  on  the 
order  to  print  the  ordinary  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  if  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  have  the  papers  read,  about  which  he  was 
called  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  could  not  be  read, 
because  they  had  gone  to  the  printers. 

The  previous  question  having  been  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative— yeas  7S,  aays  85. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


Some  conversation  then  en&ued  between  Messca* 
HOPKINS,  A.  v.  BROWN,  and  the  SPEAKER, 
on  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  of  Mr.  J.  Campssu., 
to  suspend  the  districting  section  of  the  apporiion- 
meni  bill,  was  lost  a  few  days  ago,  and  to  which 
Mr.  Campbell  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
on  Saturday.  It  was  not  understood  to  lead  to 
anv  action  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GENTRY,  the  following  bill 
was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 

An  act  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations, 
and  pre-emption  rights,  under  the  act  of  1814. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  communication  from 
Lieutenant  Hnnter,  of  the  United  States  navy,  in 
relation  to  his  submerged  propellers;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  a  rcsoluUon 
was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
to  continue  the  employment  of  Simon  Brown,  a 
messenger  in  bis  department,  during  the  recess; 
his  services  being  necessary,  there  being  many 
thousand  volumes  of  books  to  be  despatched  to  the 
members  of  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  TOLAND  submitted  a  resolution  to  author- 
ize the  Select  Committee  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Jona* 
than  Roberts,  the  recently  removed  collector  of 
Philadelphia,  to  sit  during   the  sessions  of  the 

House. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  objected. 

Mr.  TOLAND  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  (83  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  and  65  in  the  negative,)  the  majority 
being  less  than  two-thirds,  ' 

The  House  having  resolved  to  terminate  the  de> 
bate  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bOI 
at  3  o'clock  to-day — 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  cf  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  YORKE  wished  to  offer  a  resolnUon  of  in* 

quiry. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  desired  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  wished  to  make  a  te|tort  firom 
a  standing  committee. 

Objection  was  made. 

The  question  was  taken  ongoing  into  committee, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  103,  noes  not 
counted. 

Before  the  Speaker  left  the  chair, 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose,  and  asked  leaTC,  by  general 
consent,  to  offer  a  resolution  providing  that,  when^ 
ever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  on  the  bench  of  the  6o« 
preme  Court,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
appointment  of  a  citizen  from  one  of  the  r  on-slave- 
holding  States;  and  all  succeeding  vacancies  that 
may  happen  shall  be  supplied  in  like  manner,  until 
four-fifths  of  the  judges  shall  be  cftizens  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States;  and  concluding  with  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  the  Jndidary  to 
bring  in  a  bUl  forthwith  to  carry  the  above  pro- 
visions into  effect. 

Mr.  BOYD  and  others  objected  to  the  receptiOA 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its 

adoption. 
Tbe  SPEAKER  said  they  could  only  be  taken 

by  general  consent. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  (hen  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Bir.  Fn« 
SBNDm  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service 
of  the  Gk>vemment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30th,  1844.  ^  ^       ^ 

The  pending  question  was  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
C.  Baowv]  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the- 
Select  Committee,  to  the  item  for  the  <*8urvey  of  the 
United  States,  including  compensation  ofsuperin- 
tendent  and  assistants,  one  handred  thousand  dol- 
lars;*' which  amendment  provides  that  hereafter  the 
superintendence  of  the  coast  survey  shall  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  con- 
ducted by  navy  officers;  and  that  the  appropriation 
shall  be  #40,000.  instead  of  #100,000. 
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Mtl  KVUKKTT  gave  his  fiews  at  length  open 

Ihe  aiU^fr^- 

'  BArrttAKDOUPH  defended  his  colleagae  [Mr. 
ArcRiao]  ibt  the  course  he  had  pnrsned  in  re- 
lation to  the  coast  survey.  Living,  as  they  did, 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  witnessing,  annnaUy, 
wrecks  strpwed  on  their  shores,  and  poor  weather- 
beaten  mariners  crawling  to  land,  and  begging 
their  way  through  the  country,  with  bare  heads 
and  exposed  feet,  ihey  were  extremely  anxious 
that  the  coast  survey  should  be  hurried  oo,  that 
mariners  might  have  the  guidance  of  charts,  and, 
by  tMr  |iid,  be  enabled  to  avoid  those  points  on 
whifik  theiir  vessels,  with  their  cargoes  and  their 
hopes,  were  wrecked  together.  He  next  examined 
the  mode  of  operation  of  Mr.  Hassler,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  coast  survey,  and  the  progress  he 
had  made,  to  show  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  a 
change,  both  of  persons  to  execute  the  work,  and 
of  tite  system  by  whidi  it  was  to  be  accomplished. 
Mr.  uNDBRWOOD  expressed  a  desire  to  offer 
some  remarks  on  an  amendment  he  intendedf  to 
submit  hereafter,  and  which  he  would  be  prevented 
from  offering  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  three 
oldoek. 

Se  CQAIR  decided  that  it  would  not  be  in 

Mr.  WISB  expressed  the  hope  that  the  commit- 
tee wouM  come  to  a  vote  upon  the  amendments. 
He  hoped  that  which  had  been  offered  by  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  Mallobt,]  and  which,  after  the  full- 
^iiconference,  had  receivjed  the  approval  of  four 
out  of  five  of  the  select  committee  on  the  coast 
surrey,  would  be  adopted. 

Bir.  RANDOLPH  offered  an  amendment,  which 
tl^  Chair  decided  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  JOHlf  SON  said  it  suuck  him  that  these 
coast  surveys  ought  to  be  dismissed  entirely.  Some 
f^nttemen  seemed  to  ihiok  Hr.  Hassler  was  the 
Milyman  in  the  cooairy  capable  of  carrying  on  the 
coast  survey. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGNBR80LL  wisheT  to  know  who 
said  so. 

filr.  AYCRIQG  remarked  that  many  members 
bad  said  so.  He  heard  Mr.  Hassler  say  so  himself. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGER80LL  said  that  what  he  and 
other  gentlemen  who  had  defended  Mr.  Hassler 
contended,  was^  that  by  his  attainments  and 
e^cperiencp  he  was  the  most  capable  and  proper 

Serson  m  t^e  country  to  carry  on  the  survey.  They 
id  not,  however,  contend  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  the 
only  Bian  who  was  capable  of  conducting  it. 

Mi.  MAIXORY  remarked  that  the  work  was 
jiow  unfinished;  and  to  take  it  altogether  oni  of  the 
Jimnds  of  those  who  had  conducted  it  thus  far, 
would  be  doing  an  injury.  He  thought  that  the 
work  should  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  but  not 
eiuldenly  and  abruptly,  without  securing  to  the 
Govemnent  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Mr.  CAVS  JOHNSON  contended  that,  as  the 
4aekct  Committee  proposed  to  organize  the  board 
of  oflioefsof  the  coast  swey,  Mr.  Hassler  and 
his  seaisiaats  would  eonatitute  a  majority,  and, 
therefore,  have  control  over  the  whole  work. 

Mr.  14ALL0RY  said  he  would  explain  that 
also.  It  was  known  that  he  entertained  no  very 
gMt  feapfct  for  filr.  Hassler;  yet  it  was  due  to 
him,  as  late  superintendent  of  the  survey,  that  he 
should  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  he  could  ex- 
plaia  his  conduct  and  illustrate  his  views. 

Mr.  CATR  JOHNSON  said  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  give  him  a  majority  on  the  board  in  order 
tqjjb  tb^t. 

Mr.  ItALLORY  said  be  would  not  have  a  ma- 
jority. Two  of  Mr.  Hassler's  assistants  differed 
from  him  materially.  Mr.  H.,  then,  did  not  have 
a  majority,  but  it  was  a  fair  board. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  (he  board  ought  to  be 
constituted  of  army  and  navy  officers — the  best 
qualified  being  selected— and  not  by  men  whose  in- 
terest it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  survey  in  the  most 
ej^nsive  way. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  remarked  that  his  amendment 
would  bring  about  the  object  which  the  gentleman 

defiirfid 

Mr.  CALHOUN  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
read  from  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairbp  made  some  years  si&ce^  to  show  that  the  sni- 
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vey  could  not  be  advactsgeoavly  carried  on  by 
navy  officers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C. 
Brown,]  reducing  the  appropriation  from  |100,000 
to  |45,000,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating |10,000  to  reduce  the  field  notes  already 
taken  to  paper,  in  lieu  ^f  the  |100,000  for  carrying 
on  the  survey  in  future. 

Mr.  MALLORY  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that  it  would  confer  on  the  superintend- 
ent more  power  than  he  now  possessed.  It  wonld 
not  effect  the  reform  which  it  was  intended  to  bring 
about,  and  the  |10,000  would  do  nobody  any  good 
but  Mr.  Hassler. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  qucBtion  recurred  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  select  committee,  offei^  by  the  gentleman/rom 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  and  published  in  the 
proceedings  of  Saturday. 

It  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  clause  appropriatin|[|13,381  69  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pententiaiy  m  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia having  been  reaid — 

Mr.  BOAGtDMAN  offered  an  amendment,  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  to  f5,000.  He  knew  of 
nothing  peculiar  in  that  insiituiion  to  render  so 
large  an  appropriation  for  its  support  necessary. 
The  penitentiary  in  his  State,  as  well  as  the  peni- 
tentiaries in  several  other  States,  paid  their  own  ex- 
penses; and  the  institution  here,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, might  be  made  to  do  the  same  thing.  He 
thought  the  adoption  of  the  ameadment  would  com- 
pel those  who  had  the  power  to  do  so,  to  reorganize 
the  institution. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  contracts  had  been  made  for  the  services  of  the 
convicts,  which  had  not  yet  expired;  and  this  was  the 
reason  why  the  expenses  could  not  yet  be  reduced. 
Though  he  believed  it  right  to  punish  men  for 
crimes,  yet  he  could  not  go  so  far  as  to  shut  them 
up  and  starve  them,  which  would  be  the  case  at 
this  penitentiary  if  the  amendment  were  adopted. 
If  any  thing  could  be  done  to  reorganize  the  insti- 
tution, he  would  ^readily  agree  to  it.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  know  much  about  this  institution;  but  he 
bad  reason  to  believe  that  it  had  been  improperly 
managed. 

Mr.  BOARDM  AN  answered  that  there  was  mon- 
ey enough  to  last  till  next  July,  so  that  the  prison- 
ers could  not  starve  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress.  He  believed  that  the  reduction  of  the 
appropriation  would  compel  the  inspectors  to  ap- 
point proper  officers  who  would  reform  the  instita* 
tion. 

Mr.  filALLORY  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  for 
the  great  cost  of  the  penitentiary  was  the  shortness 
of  the  time  for  which  so  many  of  the  prisoners 
were  sentenced.  Many  of  them  were  sentenced 
for  only  twelve  months,  and  were  released  before 
they  could  learn  a  trade,  so  as  to  be  profitable  to 
the  Government. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  the  reason  why 
so  much  money  was  annually  paid  oat  to  keep 
these  prisoners  from  starving,  was  the  improper 
management  of  the  institution.  Most'of  the  hands 
were  employed  in  making  shoes;  and,  instead  of 
the  snperintendeni'i  purchasing  materials,  and 
having  the  work  done  on  the  account  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  sold  at  a  profit,  the  hands  were  hired 
out  to  a  man  named  Hoover,  who  was  making  a 
very  profitable  speculation  of  it.  He  had  been  fur- 
nished with  a  comparative  statement,  showing  the 
prices  paid  by  the  master  workmen  of  this  city  to 
their  journeymen,  and  the  prices  paid  by  Hoover  to 
the  penitentiary  for  similar  work;  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  penitentiary  received  from  300 
to  300  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  paid  by  master 
workmen  to  their  journeymen  in  this  city.  Now 
it  was  by  keeping  these  hands  working  for  com 
paratively  nothing,  for  favorites,  that  the  Qovern- 
ment  sunk  annually  some  |1 5,000  on  this  institu- 
tion. He  believed  that  the  reduction  of  the  appro- 
priation wonld  compel  the  inspectors  to  put  iheii 
work  up  to  the  prices  of  other  mannfacturers  here, 
and  by  this  means  eflect  the  reform  that  was  so 
much  needed.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that 
the  appropriation  should  be  reduced  so  low  as 


(5,000.     A  redncUon  to  (10,000  wo^Ur  ^TS^ 
opinion,  be  low  enoueb. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that,  if  4be  prac- 
tices complained  of  existed,  it  was  not  ihe  faMt  oC 
the  supeiintendent.  He  hid  only  to  exacaii  (he 
duties  of  his  office  accotding  t0  law.  fia  )pmm 
that  that  officer  had  complained  of  the  afidieiM^jMd 
said  that,  if  he  bad  the  right  to  purohaae  aamriali, 
and  have  the  work  done  and  aold  on  aoeount  of  the 
penitentiary,  he  could  double  his  auoaej.  tee 
of  the  reasons  of  the  great  cost  of  the  pcDiMilMny 
was  that  referred  to  by  his  colleague.  The  eottviels 
could  not  learn  a  trade,  so  as  to  be  proitahk  lo  ibe 
institution,  in  so  bhort  a  time  as  twelve  nooifaa. 
The  evil  coqpplained  of  conkl  not  be  corrroiad4gr 
reducing  the  aosount  of  the  appropdation.  it -was 
only  by  a  change  of  the  existing  system  ^f^diipa 
sing  of  the  work  of  the  convicts,  iha,t  a  oafioaa 
could  be  efiected;  and,  from  aome  inqaiiiea  he  hid 
made,  he  had  ascertained  that  thisiuid  lately  baip 
done. 

The  question  was  (hen  put  on  the  amfmhnfK, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

CANAL  ACROSS  THE  ISTHBfUS  OP  BA- 

RIEN. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  oflered  an  amendment,  ^ 
propriating  |5,000  for  the  employment  of  an  ami 
to  inquire  into  the  progress  and  character  or  me 
work  now  going  on  to  connect  the  Atlantic  ^nd 
Pacific  Oceans  by  a  canal  across  the  Istlmms  of 
Darien,  and  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms  tbes^^ 
may  be  used  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Suites. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  raised  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  amendooent  could  not  be  received,  inasmi^ch  as 
it  contemplated  an  appropriation  for  an  object  not 
recognised  by  law. 

This  question  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  ADA1|S, 
UNDERWOOD,  FILLMORE,  CUSHING,  and 
C.  J.  1NGER80LL;  and. 

The  CHAIR  having  decided  the  amendment  to 
be  out  of  order, 

Mr.  CUSHING  appealed;  when 

The  committee,  on  taking  the  question,  over- 
ruled the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FILLMORE  and 
Mr.  CUSHING, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  ibis  undertaking  to  the  commerce  of 
this  country,  but  particularly  to  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  also  advocated  the  se- 
curing to  the  commerce  of  this  country  the  ad< 
vantages  that  were  to  be  derived  from  fadiities  of 
transit  across  the  Isthmus. 

Mr.  CUSHING  proposed  so  to  amend  ths 
amendment,  as  to  embrace  a  railroad  as  well  as^ 
or  in  lieu  of,  a  canal,  in  the  contemplated  meau 
of  crossing  the  Isthmus. 

Mr.  KING  advocated  the  appointnient  of  aa 
agent  to  convey  the  American  mail  across  the 
Isthmus — the  Governments  of  England  and  of 
France  now  having  agents  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  agreed  to  modify  hii 
amendment  by  the  introduction  of  the  word  ''eom- 
municatioo,''  instead  of  **canai'*  or  "railroad,"  or 
any  other  descriptive  term,  so  that  the  objects  of 
all  gentlemen  might  be  embraced;  and  the  amend* 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  submitted  an  amendment, 
to  appropriate  |4,000  to  repave  the  public  store  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore;  which,  after  a  few  wordi 
from  Mr.  MERIWETHER  and  Mr.  KENNEDY, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  an  amendment  af* 
propriating  |5,000  for  the  repairing  of  the  circoit 
and  district  court  room  of  the  United  States  at  (ai 
was  understood)  Mobile,  where  the  honorable  gei- 
tleman  said  the  courts  were  held  in  a  portion  of  the 
custom-house,  which  was  set  apart  for  that  pu* 
pose. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  insert  |50,$00  for  a  ct» 
tom-bouse  at  Savannah:  rejected. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  moved  to  insert  |500  fo 
a  survey  of  Block  island,  according  to  a  resoln'ifla 
of  the  House:  rejected. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  ti^ 
appropriation  of  |100,000  for  the  coatoaa-hon^  it 
Boston;  and  called  for  tellers. 
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lW  qaesiioD  wfts  (iit^»  aiid  lesahed — ayes  54, 
B068  58:  191P  qnorqim. 

^soeomt  eooii't  bj  tellers  W49  ba4)  «nd  resulted 
— ny^  T6,  no«s  f6. 

^  ibt  motion  to  strike  oot  was  agreed  to, 

^If  WrNTQfROP  mo?ed  to  insert  f50,000  for 
Mistg  the  contractors,  ander  contracts  mtde  by 
me  Gtovernment  of  tbe  Ih^ited  States,  for  comple- 
iiMibe  Boston  cnstom-bouse. 

Her.  1CIN0  moved  to  amend  the  amendment^  by 
a^(Hng  |25,000  for  the  custom-boose  at  Savanoaii. 

Tbe  CHAIR  mled  tbis  amendment  omof  order. 

f)ie  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
etoe^  (Mr.  'WiNrtiROp)  was  rejected. 
'  Mr.  hALLORY  moved  to  insert  ^,000  for 
iht  Boston  6astom*hoii)«,^. 

Mr.  PROl>FIT  miqved  to  amend  tbe  amendment, 
bf  tddhiff  *^r  paying  contracts  made  without  ajn- 
Ibopty   of  law:'*   rejected-— «yes  36,   noes   not 

#0UlflBd* 

The  qoestion  was  taken  on  tbe  amendment  of 
the  geiitlbman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millort,]  and 
te^lied— ayes  71,  noes  47.    No  quorum. 

On  again  takmg  tbe  question,  the  amendment 
was  adopteij— ayes  86^  iroes  40. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved  to  strike  pnt  |6,000  as 
the  stun  appropriated  towards  tbe  rep^r  of  the 
'Cbtrlfsfon  custom«honse  and  po»t  ofl$ce,and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof,  ''seven  thousand  and  ten  dollars:" 
rejected. 

Bffr.'  McKAT  offered  an  amendment,  making  an 
apw^pria^on  for  tbe  rebuilding  of  the  custom- 
bb^ise  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  which  was  burnt 
by  d^  treat  fire  of  1840. 

Mr.  J^ILLMORE  said  the  amendment,  bemg  for 
the  creation  of  a  new  work,  was  not  in  order;  and 
tbe  Chair  su  decided. 

Mr.  TfLpNGHAST  offbred  an  amendment 
appropriatisg  ^450  to  make  a  survey  of  Block 
Istend. 

Mr.  MSRIWBTHER  moved    to  add  thereto 
|35,000  for  a  custom-house  at  Savannah. 
'  The  CHAIR  ruled  both  of  these  amendments  put 
of  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  tbe  appropriation 
for  making  oot  registers  of  vessels,  lists  of  crews, 
Ac.,  be  reduced  from  |10^000  to  |4,000:  agreed 
to. 

A  motion  was  made  by  some  member  (who  was 
not  seen)  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  |150  for 
%bdog  Pennsylvania  avenue:  rejected  without  a 
dirision. 

CITY  WATCH. 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  an  amandmeBt 
wm  adopted  appropriating  f300  for  contingencias, 
lael,  lights,  dbe.,  for  the  city  watch. 

^  BOOKS. 

The  clause  appropriating  |4T,16d,  for  payment 
for  books  ordered  by  tbe  resolution  of  the  House  of 
tbe  8th  Augtist,  being  read — 

Mr.  CAYS  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  appro- 
priadon,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  for  an  object  not 
recognised  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  it  oat; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOBR80LL  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  1 5,000  for  a  commercial  agent  to 
Borope:  rejected. 

DOCUMENTARY  HISTORY. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  tbe 
eltose  appropriating  |27, 650  for  tbe  Documentary 
History  of  tbe  United  States:  rejected. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  offered  an  amend* 
meat  to  the  ^iection,  providing  that  the  work  shall 
not  be  extended  beyond  the  third  volume:  re- 
jected. 

COAST  OF  AFRICA. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY  offered  an  amend- 
ment appropriating  |5,000  for  the  payment  of  a 
cpmp^cial  ageat,  to  reside  at  Libena,  or  on  the 
coast  of  Africa:  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  an  amendment 
w^adop^ed  appropriating  M800  for  an  index  to 
the  documents  connected  with  the  offices  of  tbe 
Fk^tOop^ptrollar  and  First  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
nrr. 

Mr, mjiyQBKotoed  an  amei^ment apjpro- 


priaiing  ^10,000  for  the  payment  of  the  agents  em- 
ployed to  negotiate  the  late  loans;  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  offi^ed  an  aniendment  appro- 
priaUng  $10)000  Cur  rebuilding  tbe  beacon  at  Black 
Rock,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  0.  asked  leave  to  explain  the  objects  of  his 
aoxendmrnt;  but  wa^  called  to  order  by  several, 
and  not  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  next  a&ked  to  have  aoommuni- 
caiion  from  tbe  Treasury  Department  on  tbe  sub- 
j^t  read. 

Obje/ctf  d  to  by  several' 

The  CHAIR  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the  com- 
munication; and,  the  Clerk  having  read  a  part  of 
it- 
Mr.  PAYNE  interrupted  him,  and  afked  the 
Chair  if  tbat  paper  could  be  read,  after  its  being 
objected  to. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  he  did  not  bear  tbe  objec- 
tions. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  that  objections  ware  made  by 
several  gentlemen  on  bis  side  of  tbe  House.  [A 
voice  on  the  extreme  rigbtx  **And  by  several  on 
this  side,  also.'*]  Mr.  P.  wished  to  know  if  objec- 
liona  Were  listened  to  from  one  section  of  the 
Union,  and  not  ih«  other. 

The  CHAIR.  Not  ^  lh#preeeiit  incumbent  of 
tbe  chair. 

Mr.  PAYNS.  Welly  sir,  how  does  it  happen 
that  objeedonahave  been  totetved  in  a  ease  simi- 
lar to  the  present,  while  the  objections  now  made 
were  not  reeeived? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  he  permitted  the  paper  to 
be  read,  observing  tbat  it  would  be  read  if  no  ob- 
jediona  were  made;  and  ibal  he  did  not  bear  any 
objections. 

Mn  PAYNE.  Well;  it  seems,  sir,  that  you  did 
not  wish  to  bear  them. 

Mr.  QILMER  said  that  the  fact  of  the  Chair*s 
not  hearing  the  objeetioBs  was  no  reason  why  the 
reading  should  be  allowed  to  go  on.  As  soon  as 
he  was  informed  that  objections  were  made,  it  was 
his  duty  to  arrest  tbe  reading. 

The  CHAIR  decided  differently,  and  directed 
the  Clerk  to  proceed  wHh  the  reading  of  the  paper; 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  TURNEY  wanted  to  know  the  diffeience 
between  this  jamendmentof  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  and  tbe  one  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McBLat.]  Both  were  to  re- 
build works  that  were  destroyed.  The  one  offered 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  decided 
to  be  oat  of  order*  while  the  one  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  was  deeided  to  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  not  in  order* 

Mr.  KING  said  tbat  the  very  paper  just  read 
showed  that  the  amendment  was  out  of  order;  for 
it  proposed  to  build  a  new  work. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  nof  in  order. 

The  ameodmeat  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  offered  an  amendment  lo  pro- 
vide  that  tbe  surveys  of  light-houses  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tbe  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  POWELL  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating |5,000  for  the  completion  of  the  Potomac 
bridge;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Some  other  amendments  were  proposed  and  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment 
to  appropriate  |500  for  a  consul  at  Beyrout;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  submitted  an  amendment,  to  be  in- 
serted imuLediately  after  the  items  under  the  head 
of  **foreign  intercourse,**  pro? iding  that  no  part  of 
any  appropriation  thereby  made  should  be  ap- 
plied to  tbe  payment  of  the  salajy  or  outfit  of  any 
minister,  charg6  des  affaires,  or  other  foreign  rep- 
resentative, who  may  be  appointed  to  any  post 
now  vacant,  or  in  which  a  vacancy  shall  exist 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  unless 
tbe  appointments  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall  be 
made  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

The  amelidment  was  agraed  to— 76  voliag  in  the 
aflkmativcy  and  67  in  tl^a  ai^iiitive* 
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Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  an  amendment  to 
tbe  items  making  appropriations  for  (be  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  providing  that  no  special  or  trav- 
elling agent  of  the  Post  Office  (hall  receive  more 
than  |1,000  per  annum,  in  addition  to  |3  a  day  for 
his  travelling  expenses.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Some  other  unimportant  amendments  were  tbtiiii 
made. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  by  instruction  of  the  Li- 
brary Commiitee,  offered  an  amendment,  appropri- 
ating $20,000  for  publisbiog  an  account  of  the  dis- 
coveries of  the  exploring  expedition,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to--«jes  91,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  (half  past  A  o'clock:)  rejected — ayes  67. 
noes  69- 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment, 
authorizing  a  quarter's  eitra  pay  to  tbe  clerks,  of- 
ficers, piMte^,  dx.,  of  the  House. 

Tbe  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  several  amendments  offered  to  the  bill  by 
ibe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  (with  one  ex- 
ception) were  adopted. 

The  amendment  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  appropriating  |30,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  building  to  accommodate  tbe  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriating |200  to  two  fire  companies,  near  the 
Capitol  and  the  President's  House:  rejected. 

Mr.  KING  proposed  an  amendment,  inserting 
$105,000  for  carrying  the  mail  across  the  isthmus 
of  Darien:  rejected.  , 

Mr.  BRONSON  offered  a  proviso,  limiting  the 
expenses  of  the  courts  of  the  United  l^tes,  (partic* 
ulars  could  not  be  gathered:)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Commissioner  and  o'her  officers  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  their  clerks,  from 
198,500  to  $95,000;  the  effact  of  which  will  be  to 
cot  off  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Solicitor  of 
the  General  Land  Office:  agreed  to~aye#91,  noes 
not  counted. 

At  five  minutes  to  5,  Mr.  WELLER  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill.  Tbe 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose. 

Amidst  a  general  struggle,  Mr.  AYCRIGG  ob« 
tained  the  floor,  and  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  (understood  to  be  in  relation  to  the  coast  sur- 
vey.)   He  also  called  the  previous  questirn. 

Mr.  HUNTER  rose  and  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution  of  inquiry. 

Leave  having  been  given, 

Mr.  HUNTER  offered  a  resolution  requesting 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  catue  an  examin- 
ation to  be  made  into  tbe  justice  of  the  claim  of 
Robert  C.  Jennings,  Jas^  Roddy,  and  others;  and 
make  a  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Pre« 
sident  of  the  U.  States,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  22i  instant,  communicating  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the 
claim  set  up  by  the  British  Government  to  visit 
American  vessels,  together  with  the  correspondence 
between  Lord  Abenleen  and  Mr.  Everett  on  the 
subject: 

WisHiifaToif,  February  37, 1843. 
To  the  HouH  of  RtpraenUUwes: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  3dd  instant,  requesting 
me  to  communicate  to  the  House  "whatever  cor- 
respondence or  communication  may  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Government  rcspeeting  the 
Presidents  constmction  of  the  late  British  treaty, 
coaeltided  at  Washiagton,  as  it  concerns  an  alleged 
right  to  visit  American  vessels,**  I  herewith  traM« 
mit  a  report  made  to  dm  by  the  Secretary  of  8tale« 

I  have  al«o  thought  proper  to  commuicato 
copies  of  Lord  Aberdeen^  letter  of  SOtb  December, 
1841,  to  Mr.  Everett;  Mr.  Everett's  letter  of  the 
33d  December,  in  reply  thereto;  and  extracts  from 
several  letters  of  Mr.  Everett  to  tbe  Secietary  of 
State. 

I  cannot  forego  the  expression  of  my  regret  at 
the  i4»pareat  purport  of  a  part  of  Liord  Aberdeea's 
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defpatch  to  Mr.  Fox.  I  had  cherished  the  hope 
that  all  possibility  of  misiiiDderstanding  as  to  the 
tnie  coDStractioQ  of  the  8ih  article  of  the  treaty 
lately  eoncltided  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Siatfs,  was  precluded  by  the  plain  and  well- 
weighed  laognage  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The 
desire  of  buth  Governments  is  to  put  an  end, 
aa  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  slave-trade;  and 
that  desire,  1  need  scarcely  add,  u  as  strongly 
and  as  sincerely  felt  by  the  United  States  as 
it  can  be  by  Great  Britain.  Yet  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  trade,  though  now  oni- 
yersally  reprobated,  wa?,  np  to  a  late  period, 
prosecuted  by  all  who  choss  to  eogags  in  it; 
and  there  were  unfortunately  but  very  few  Chris- 
tian powers  whose  subjects  were  not  permitted,  and 
even  encouraged,  to  share  in  the  profits  of  what 
was  regarded  as  a  perfectly  legitimate  commerce. 
It  originated  at  a  period  long  before  the  United 
States  had  become  independent;  and  was  carried 
on  within  our  borders,  in  opposition  to  the  most 
earnest  remonstrances  and  expostulations  of  some 
of  the  colonies  in  which  it  was  most  actively  prose- 
cuted. Those  engaged  in  it  were  as  little  liable  to 
.  inquiry  or  interruption  as  any  others.  lis  charac- 
ter, thus  fixed  by  common  coBseni  and  general 
practice,  cotUd  only  be  changed  by  the  positive  as- 
sent of  each  and  every  nation,  expressed  either  in 
the  form  of  municipal  law  or  conventional  ar- 
rangement. The  United  States  led  the  way  in  ef- 
forts to  suppress  it.  They  claimed  no  right  to  dic- 
tate to  others,  but  they  resolved,  without  waiting 
for  the  co-operation  of  other  powers,  to  prohibit  it 
to  their  own  citizens,  and  to  visit  its  perpetration 
by  them  with  condign  punishment.  I  may  safely 
affirm  that  it  never  occurred  to  this  Government 
that  any  new  maritime  right  accrued  to  it  from  the 
position  it  had  thus  assumed  in  regard  to  the 
slave-trade.  If,  before  our  laws  for  its  suppres- 
sion, the  flag  of  every  nation  might  traverse  the 
ocean  unquestioned  by  our  cruisers,  this  freedom 
was  not,  in  our  opinion,  in  the  least  abridged  by 
our  municipal  legislation. 

Any  other  doctrine,  it  is  plain,  would  subject  to 
an  arbitrary  and  ever-varying  system  of  maritime 
poUee,  adopted  at  will  by  the  great  naval  power 
for  the  time  beings  the  trade  of  the  world  in  any 
places  or  in  any  articles  which  »uch  power  might 
see  fit  to  prohibit  to  its  own  sbbjccis  or  citizens.  A 
principle  of  this  kind  cdnid  scarcely  be  acknowl- 
•('ged,  without  subjecting  commerce  to  the  risk  of 
constant  and  harassing  vexations. 

The  attempt  to  Justify  such  a  pretension  from 
the  right  to  visit  and  detain  ships  upon  reasonable 
suspicion  of  piracy,  would  deservedly  be  exposed 
to  universal  condemnation;  since  it  would  be  an  at- 
tempt to  convert  an  established  rule  of  maritime^ 
law,  incorporated  as  a  principle  into  the  interna- 
tional code  by  the  consent  of  all  nations,  into  a 
rule  and  principle  adopted  by  a  single  nation,  and 
enforced  only  by  its  assumed  authority.  To  seize 
and  detain  a  ship  upon  snspicion  of  piracy,  with 
probable  cause  and  in  good  faith,  affords  no  just 
ground  either  for  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tion whose  flag  she  bears,  or  claim  of  indemnity  on 
the  part  ef  the  owner.  The  universal  law  sanc- 
tions, and  the  common  good  requires,  ihe  existehce 
of  such  a  rule.  The  right,  under  such  circum- 
stances, not  only  to  visit  and  detain,  but  to  search 
a  ship,  is  a  perfect  right,  and  involves  neither  re- 
sponsibility nor  indemnity.  But,  with  this  single 
exception,  no  nation  has,  in  time  of  peace,  any  an* 
iboritj  to  detain  the  ships  of  another  upon  the  high 
seas,  OB  any  pretext  whatever,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  territorial  jurisdiction.  And  such,  I  am  happy 
to  find,  is  substantially  the  doctrine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain herself,  in  her  most  recent  official  declarations, 
and  even  in  those  now  communicated  to  the  House. 
Tbest  declarations  may  well  lead  us  to  doubt 
whether  the  apparent  difference  between  the  two 
Governments  is  not  rather  one  of  definition  than  of 
principle.  Not  only  is  the  right  of  tewreh,  proper- 
ly 80  called,  disclaimed  by  Great  Britain;  but  even 
that  of  mere  visit  and  inquiry  is  asserted  with  qaal- 
ifieationa  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  perfect 
right. 

In  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bve- 
mt,  of  the  SOth  of  December,  1841|  as  also  in  that 
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JQst  received  by  the  Bridbh  nuuisler  in  this  coun- 
try, made  to  Mr.  Fox,  his  lordf  hip  declare.<t  that  if, 
in  spite  of  all  the  precaution  which  shall  be  used 
to  prevent  such  occurrences,  an  American  ship, 
by  reason  of  any  visit  or  detention  by  a  British 
cruiser,  ^'should  suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  would 
be  followed  by  prompt  and  ample  remuneration;*' 
and  in  order  to  make  more  manifest  her  inten- 
tions in  this  respect,  L'>rd  Aberdeen,  in  the  des- 
patch of  the  20ih  of  December,  makes  Jrnown  to 
Mr.  Everett  the  nature  of  the  instructions  friven  to 
the  British  cruisers.  These  are  such  aF,  if  faith- 
fully observed,  would  enable  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  approximate  the  standard  of  a  fair  |in- 
demnity.  That  Governaoent  has,  in  several  cases, 
fulfilled  her  promises  in  this  particular,  by  making 
adequate  reparation  for  damage  done  to  our  com- 
merce. It  seems  obvious  to  remark,  that  a  right 
which  is  only  to  be  exercised  under  such  restric- 
tions and  precautions,  and  risk,  in  case  of  any  as- 
signable damage,  to  be  followed  by  the  conse- 
quences of  p.  trespass,  can  scarcely  be  considered 
anything  more  than  a  privilege  asked  for,  and 
either  conceded  or  withheld  on  the  usual  principles 
of  international  comity. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's 
despatdies,  and  the  assurances  of  indemnity  there- 
in held  out,  although  the  utmost  reliance  was  placed 
on  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  were 
not  regarded  by  the  Executive  as  a  sufficient  secu- 
rity against  the  Abuses  which  Lord  Aberdeen  ad- 
mitted might  arise  in  even  the  most  cautious  andi 
moderate  exercise  of  their  new  maritime  police; 
and,  therefore,  in  my  message  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  session,  I  set  forth  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Executive  on  this  subject,  and  substantially  af- 
firmed both  our  inclination  and  ability- to  enforce 
our  own  laws,  protect  our  flag  from  abuse,  and  ac- 
quit ourselves  of  all  our  duties  and  obligations  on 
the  high  seas.  In  view  of  these  assertions,  the 
treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated;  and  upon 
consultation  with  the  British  negotiator  as  to  the 
quantum  of  force  necessary  to  be  employed,  in  or- 
der to  attain  these  objects,  the  result  to  which  the 
most  deliberate  estimate  led  was  embodied  in  the 
8th  article  of  the  treaty. 

Such  were  my  views  at  the  time  of  negotiating 
that  treaty,  and  such,  iyny  opinion,  is  its  plain 
and  fair  interpretation .^n  regarded  the  8th  article 
as  removing  all  possiblf  pretext,  on  the  ground  of 
m^re  necessity,  to  visit  and  detain  our  ships  upon 
the  African  coast,  because  of  any  alleged  abnas  of 
our  flag  by  slave-traders  of  other  nationsjr  We 
had  taken  upon  ourselves  the  burden  of  prevent- 
ing any  such,  abuse,  by  stipulating  to  furnish  an 
armed  force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting 
parties  as  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Denying,  as  we  did  and  do,  all  color  of  right  to 
exercise  any  such  general  police  over  the  flaas  of 
independent  nations,  we  did  not  demand  of  Great 
Britain  any  formal  renunciation  of  her  pretension; 
still  \f88  had  we  the  idea  of  yielding  anything  our- 
selves in  that  respect.  We  chose  to  make  a  prac- 
tical settlement  of  the  question.  This  we  owed  to 
what  we  had  already  done  upon  this  subject.  The 
honor  of  the  country  called  for  it;  the  honor  of  its 
flag  demanded  that  it  should  not  be  used  by  others, 
to  cover  an  iniquitous  traffic.  This  Government, 
I  am  very  sure,  has  both  the  inclination  and  the 
ability  to  do  this;  and,  if  need  be,  it  will  not  con- 
tent Itself  with  a  fleet  of  eighty  guns;  but,  sooner 
than  any  foreign  Government  shall  exercise  the 
province  of  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling  its  ob- 
ligations— the  highest  of  which  is  to  protect  its  flag 
alike  from  abuse  or  insult — it  would,  I  doubt  not, 
put  in  requisition  for  that  purpose  its  whole  naval 
power.  The  purpose  of  this  Government  is  faiih- 
fully  to  fulfil  the  treaty  on  its  part;  and  it  will  not 
permit  itself  to  doubt  that  Great  Britain  will  com- 
ply with  it  on  hers.  In  this  way,  peace  will  best 
be  preserved,  and  the  most  amicable  relations 
maintained  between  the  two  countries. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

The  iSlerk  had  read  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
message,  when  the  reading  was  arrested;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOTTS, 

The  HoBsra^oumed. 


IN  &ENATE. 

TuKSDAT,  Februarys^  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ton.  laid  before  the  Soh 
ate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  of  contracts,  of  Mo- 
ments made  for  miscellaneous  claims,  and  of  ex- 
penditures from  the  marine  hospital  fond;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment^  aad 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  thebfll 
from  the  House  entitled  *'An  act  to  repeal  so  mieh 
of  an  act  nuking  an  appropriation  for  the  tempo- 
rary support  of  certain  destitute  Kiekapoo  IndiaiiiB, 
as  relates  to  the  payment  of  cleiks  charged  with 
their  business  as  trustees." 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  IndiiD 
Afifairs,  made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed)  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Biag- 
ham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  eonsidermtioa  of 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Crawford,  praying  inden- 
nity  for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  baviag 
his  trading  establishment  broken  up  by  ofiSoen  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  Uie 
House  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
to  refund  to  David  Watkinson  db  Co.  a  pfii  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  a  certain  quantity  of  tin  and 
iron  imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment  (whiefa 
was  ordered  to  be  printed)  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  to  pro- 
hibit any  extra  allowances  to  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, reported  the  same  back,  with  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  un- 
necessary, extra  allowances  being  now  prohibited. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  setting  forth^  that,  in  cooi«- 
quence  of  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Western  rivers,  great  loss  of  life  and  property  was 
sustained,  and  asking  Congress  to  make  mmbc  too- 
vision  for  the  removal  of  such  obstructions.  IV 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  en  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  the  thnd 
time,  and  pass^,  viz: 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  *<Aa  act  to  c«- 
able  claimants  to  land  withia  the  limits  of  Miaaoiiri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pio> 
ceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  dains,"  ap- 
proved the  S6th  of  May,  18S<^  and  the  act  amend- 
ing  the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said 
acts  to  claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of  Loa- 
isiana  and  Mississippi. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  enfl- 
tled  ''An  act  respecting  the  organization  of  the 
army,  and  for  other  purposes,'' approved- the  S3d 
of  August^  1842. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison 
Young,  and  Benjamin  Young. 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  Stats  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  ITiath 
street. 

The  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  merchandise  re- 
covered from  shipwrecks,  in  certain  cases,  ftee 
from  duty. 

The  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  ef  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  State  of  Michigao, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed,«after  being  amended  in  several  particalars,  oa 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana.  Hiis 
bill  was  subsequently  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  iapriita- 
ment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  Ctfnch  was 
considered  as  in  ^mmittee  of  the  whole;  and,  dioe 
being  no  amendment  proposed,  it  was  reportsd  to 
the  Senate^and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.    This  bill  was  sahsequentljr  piawd. 
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Tbe  bill  to  settle  ibe  title  to  Pea  Patch  island, 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr,  <XA.YTON  said  the  bill  was  imperfect  in 
aereml  particnlars;  and  he  moved  an  amendment, 
(ivlDg  power  to  the  commission  created  by  it  to 
compel  the  attendance  of,  and  to  administer  oaths 
to,  witnesses;  and  limiting  the  reception  of  evidence 
l^  the  commission  to  snch  as  was  admissible  by  the 
rales  of  law,  Ac. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Iftr.  MILLBR  was  nndersiood  to  in^nire  wheth- 
er the  parties  had  consented  to  the  terms  of  the 
bOJ. 

Mr*  CLAYTON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  he  would 
move  to  strike  ont  that  portion  of  the  bill  making 
ippropriation  to  satisfy  the  award,  unless  it  wonld 
inmere  with  the  arrangement  between  the  parties. 
It  wonld  be  in  time  to  make  the  appropriation 
when  the  award  was  fixed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied,  that  that  provision  of 
the  bill  was  a  part  of  the  arrangement;  and,  unless 
it  was  retained,  it  wonld  defeat  the  compromise. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  an  amendment,  the  pur* 
port  of  which  was  not  heard;  which  was  opposed 
by.  Messrs.  CLAYTON  and  BAYARD,  and  finally 
disagreed  to. 

ifir.  WOODBURY  safd  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  bill  to  pay  an  award  which  was  not  to  be  as- 
certained by  an  officer  of  the  Government,  who 
was  responsible  to  the  Government.  The  award 
should  also  be  ascertained  before  the  appropriation 
was  made 

Mi,  king  did  not  perceive  that  there  could  be 
any  objection  to  making  the  conditional  appropria- 
tion in  the  bill.  The  bill,  he  believed,  was  well 
goarded. 

There  being  no  farther  amendment  proposed,  the 
UU  was  reported  to  ihe  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  It  was  subsequently 
lead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEvlER,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eratkm  of  the  petition  of  Jo»bua  Reynolds,  an  officer 
of  the  Revolution,  praying  the  revival  of  the  pen- 
sion act  of  July,  1838. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  BATES,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  Joshua 
Coakey,  praying  for  a  pension;  and  from  the  peti- 
tion of  Azel  Spalding,  for  compensation  for  his 
services  as  pension  agent. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment  and  with  a  recommendation  that  they 
do  pass*  the  following  bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

The  biU  for  the  reUef  of  Hugh  Riddle,  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

The  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Darlin.'* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  McGee  and  Su. 
lan  Pierce,  heirs  at  law  of  George  Neilson. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  memorials  and  resolutions  of 
State  Legislatures  upon  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  com- 
mtros  and  the  construction  of  harbors  on  the 
lakes;  whidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju* 
diciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  House  relating  to  the  taking  of  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other 
parposes. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass.  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  K. 


Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  back, 
without  amendment.  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Skirving. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass,  the 
bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  collection  of  natural 
euriolBitiet  fnniished  by  the  exploring  sqnadron,  I 
aadfimftoihiMriomrcea.  I 


Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bill  to  provide  the  means  of  future  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Government  of 
China. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Senate  took 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for  the 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Ml.  MERRICK  explained  that  this  bill,  as  it 
now  stood,  was  founded  on  the  idea  that  the  bill 
to  suppress  the  transportation  of  mailable  matter 
by  private  expresses,  and  the  bill  to  make  perma- 
nent contracts  with  raflroad  companies  for  trans- 
porting the  mail,  would  baoome  laws  at  this  ses- 
sion. Though  one  of  the  bills— that  for  the 
suppression  of  private  expresses— had  passed  the 
Senate;  yet,  he  had  no  hope  that  either  could  be 
got  through  the  other  House  this  se^ion.  If  those 
bills  had  become  laws,  a  great  reduction  could 
have  been  made  in  the  rates  of  postage.  The  de- 
partment could  have  encountered  the  great  reduc- 
tion proposed  in  this  bill,  if  such  had  been  the 
case;  but,  failing  to  accomplish  their  passage,  the 
head  of  the  department  could  not  give  his  consent 
to  the  reduction  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  M*  then  proposed  to  ammd  the  bill  so  as  to 
provide  that  for  all  distsnces  under  5  miles, 
there  shall  be  a  charge  of  5  cents  postage  on  let- 
ters; for  all  distances  over  30  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 100  miles,  10  cents  postage;  for  all  over 
100,  and  not  exceeding  S90  miles,  15  cents;  for 
all  over  920,  and  not  exceeding  400  miles,  20  cents; 
and  for  all  distances  exceeding  400  miles,  25  cents 
postage.  This,  he  said,  was  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  suggested  that  considerably  more 
revenue  would  be  obtained  by  the  department,  if 
the  rate  of  postage  for  carrying  letters  for  thirty 
and  forty  miles  was  fixed  at  10  cents,  instead  of  15 
cents. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  could  not,  at  this  late 
day  of  the  session,  undertake  to  accept,  or  consent 
to  the  adoption,  of  any  proposition  in  lieu  of  the 
responsible  recommendations  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment. It  was  too  late  in  the  session  to  under- 
take to  prepare  a  system  of  measures  different  from 
that  proposed  in  the  amendment  he  had  ssbmitted. 
Considerable  improvement  would  be  effected  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  conforming  the  rates  of 
posUge  to  the  Federal  coin.  If  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  Senator  was  adopted,  it  would  ef- 
fect too  great  a  reduction.  He  hoped  it  would  not 
pas?. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  the  bill,  instead 
of  proposing  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage  for 
distances  now  chargeable  with  121  cents  postage, 
acttially  increased  it  from  121  to  15  cents.  He 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee 
whether  he  would  have  any  objection  to  fixing  the 
distance  at  150  instead  of  100  miles  as  chargeable 
with  10  cents  postage. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was  impossible  to  do 
otherwise  than  as  was  proposed  by  his  amendment. 
It  was  true  there  was  an  increase  on  the  letters 
heretofore  chargeable  with  121  cents  postage — the 
postage  on  such  letters  was  increased  to  15  cents; 
but  those  now  chargeable  with  181  cents  would  be 
hereafter  subject  to  15  cents  postage  only.  There 
was  a  diminution  of  the  postage  in  the  aggregate, 
though  (here  was  an  increase  in  this  particular* 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved 
to  strike  out  100,  and  insert  150;  the  effect  of 
which  would  be,  if  adopted,  to  make  all  letters 
carried  that  distance  chargeable  with  10  cents  post- 
age only. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  MERRICK, 
KING,  and  WRIGHT,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  latter  Senator,  and 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Ofike  Com- 
mittee, [Mr.  Mkbuce,]  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  another  amendment, 
(which  was  agreed  to,)  striking  ont  three,  and  insert- 
ing one  cei^  for  drop  letters. 

There  being  no  further  amendmmit  proposed  to 
the  bill,  it^iras  reported  to  the  Seaaie,  and  ordered 


to  be -engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  This  bill  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  fulfilment  of 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
the  support  of  the  Indian  department  for  the  bsif 
calendar  year  of  1843,  and  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1844. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re< 
ducing  the  appropriation  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
treaties  with  various  tribes,  for  the  fiscal  year,  from 
#757,675  to  $749,065;  which  rum,  be  8aid,  was 
amiply  sufficient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  another  amendment,  which 
was  understood  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  moneys, 
heretofore  appropriated,  from  one  bead  of  appro- 
priation to  another.  Mr.  B.  explsioed  that 
this  was  rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  offi- 
cers. Those  officers  stood  charged  on  the  books  of 
the  department  as  defaulters,  because  they  had,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida,  been  com- 
pelled to  take  money  appropriated  to  one  specific 
object,  and  apply  it  to  another  object.  They  were 
not,  in  fact,  indebted  to  the  Government  one  cent; 
but  if  they  should  die,  they  would  stand  charged  on 
the  books  of  the  department  as  defaulters.  This 
amendment  wks,  therefore,  intended  merely  to  give 
authority  to  the  Secretary  to  transfer  money  from 
one  head  of  appropriation  to  soother,  to  enable  the 
accounts  of  the  ofi&cers  to  be  closed  up  and  balanced 
on  ibe  book^.^ 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  the  only  ob- 
jection he  had  to  this  course  was,  thai  it  was  coun- 
teoancinft  the  application,  by  the  disbordng  offi- 
cers, of  more  money  to  any  object  than  was  in- 
tended by  Congress  to  be  applied  to  such  object. 
It  was,  in  e fleet,  giving  the  powsr  of  appropriation 
to  the  disbursing  officers. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  toj  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  whether  there  was  any 
appropriation  in  the  bill  to  satisfy  the  treaty  stipn- 
latioBS  with  the  Wyandot  Indians. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  that  4here  was  no  such 
appropriation  in  the  bill,  nor  bad  any  application 
been  made  for  such  an  appropriation.  It  appeared, 
by  the  treaty  with  those  Indians,  that  it  was  agreed 
that  they  should  be  paid,  for  their  improvements  on 
the  land  purchased  from  them,  such  an  amount,  on 
a  fair  valuation,  as  those  improvements  were 
worth.  It  was  estimated  at  the  department  that 
the  amount  to  satisfy  the  value  of  this  property 
would  not  exceed  $90,000.  Appraisers  were  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  the  value  ot  the  improvements; 
and,  on  an  examination  of  some  papers  from  the 
department,  it  appeared  that  the  persons  appointed 
to  mike  the  appraisements  had  returned  appraisala 
to  the  amount  of  |135,000,  instead  of  |20,000,  aa 
contemplated.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af« 
fairs  had  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  valuation 
affixed  to  some  of  the  properly.  Under  the  cir- 
cnmstances,  he  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper,  without  further  investigation  of  the  matter, 
to  make  any  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked,  that  the  Government 
hid  stipulated  to  pay  whatever,  on  appraisement, 
the  property  was  ascertained  to  be  worth.  He 
prefumed  the  appraisers  were  some  particular 
friends  of  the  present  Administration.  If  improper 
persons  had  been  appointed  as  appraisers,  and  the 
sppraisement  was  exorbitant,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  other  party  to  the  agreement;  and,  whatever  the 
amount  of  the  valuation  was,  they  were  entitled  to 
it  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  It  was  no  rea- 
son for  withholding  the  appropriation  from  the  In- 
dians, because  thora  appointed  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  Government  had  returned  an  exorbitant 
valuation.  All  that  was  left  the  Qovemment  to  do 
now,  was,  to  make  the  appropriation.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  sum 
of  |125,937  34,  the  amount  of  the  appraisement. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  made  some  remarks, 
showing  the  exorbitant  character  of  the  valuation 
attached  to  some  of  the  huis  and  fruit-trees  by  the 
appraisers. 

Mr.  EVANS  reauurked,  that  the  laid  aequind 
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from  thoce  ladiafis,  he  belieTed,  amounted  to  only 
aboat  90,000  acres;  knd  be  considered  the  amoont 
of  the  faloatioD  five  tines  as  great  as  it  sboold 
have  been. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  bimself  in  favor  of  the 
ameadment. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  demanded  tfae^easand  nays  on 
the  amendment,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  qoes* 
lion  being  pat  on  agreeing  to  it,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negadTe— -yeas  13,  nays  18. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  ibe  Senate;  and  ibe 
imendments  of  the  committetf  being  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
Subsequently,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RVANS,  the  Senate  took  up, 
^»  in  committee  of  the  whol<*,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  certain  fortifications  for  ibe  half 
talendar  year  of  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the30ihJune»  1844. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  no  amendment  had  been  pro- 
posed to  this  bill;  that  it  did  not  appropriate  ttie  es* 
Uciate«  of  the  department  by  one  half. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  after  a  few  remarks  in  faTor  of 
aA  appropriation  to  repair  and  rebuild  Fort  Gib- 
spn,  whidi  he  said  had  been  estimated  for,  moved 
f95,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  EVANS  opposed  this  amendment;  and 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  that  tbe  appro- 
priation was  not  called  for,  as  the  Secretary  had 
slated  that,  io  his  opinion,  the  meaw  of  defence 
on  that  frontier  were  ample,  acd  that  there  was 
not  the  least  danger  of  any  difficulty  there. 

Mr.  SEVIER  replied,  showing  tbe  importance 
of  the  appropriations.  The  Legislature  of  his 
State,  believing  it  of  much  importance,  bad  in* 
siructed  his  colleague  and  himself  to  make  an 
effort  to  prccnre  an  appropriation  to  sireogthen  tbe 
defences  on  the  Arkansas  frontier.  He  asked,  if 
no  danger  was  apprehended  on  that  frontier,  why 
was  it  that  a  whole  regiment  of  troops  bsd  been 
placed  there,  without  adequate  barracks  to  protect 
themi 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  and  re- 
jected— ayes  15,  noes  16. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  proposed  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriating f  15,000  for  repairing  and  rebuilding 
CVnti  Gibson. 

Tbe  question  was  put  on  this  amendment,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
groeaed  for  a  third  reading.  It  was  tubsequenily 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  S.  Calhouu  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr,  BATES  moved  to  postpone  tbe  previous 
orders,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  op  the  bill  re- 
viving the  act  of  July,  1838,  granting  pensions  to 
widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion,  and  it  was 
disagreed  to. 

Toe  bill  of  the  Senate  to  limit  the  use  and  to  cor- 
rect the  abme  of  tbe  franking  privilege,  was  taken 
up  as  in  conunittee  of  tbe  whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill;  when 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were— yeas 
25,  naya  10. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  application  of  the  two 
per  cent,  fund  of  Mississippi  having  been  returned 
from  the  House,  with  an  amendment,  was,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  WALKER,  taken  up;  and  the  amend- 
nwnt  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompaon, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Lient  Col.  Thompson,  of 
the  araay  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  as  in 
comflMttee  of  the  whole;  and,  having  been  amended 
OB  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  reported  to  the 
Senait,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  It  was,  sabseqoently,  read  tbe  third  tinw, 
and  passed. 

Qa-lMiiott  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bUi  making  ap- 


propriations for  the  naval  pensions  for  tbe  half 
calendar  year  ending  30'h  Jane,  1943,  and  the 
fiacal  year  ending  on  30th  June,  1844,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  clause  appropriating  some  f  16,000  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pennions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  under 
the  act  of  tbe  3d  of  March,  1837.  Mr.  W.  said 
ibis  law  was  repealed  in  August,  1641,  and  he 
couki  not  conceive  by  wbat  right  the  Commissioner 
cf  Pensiowr  stilt  admitted  cases  iHider  it.  Con- 
gress had  repealed  the  law;  and  if  its  act  was  thus 
disregarded,  tbe  only  thing  that  it  could  do  to  make 
its  act  of  repeal  effectual,  would  be  to  withhold 
any  appropriation  for  such  pensions. 

Mr.  EVANS  ezplaiaed  that  the  Commitfee  of 
Ways  and  Meaas  in  the  other  House  had  called 
upon  the  CoBMAi«sioner  of  Pensieae  to  assign 
reasons  why  this  appropriation  was  called  for  un- 
der an  act  which  bad  been  repealed  by  Congress. 
He  informed  the  committee,  that  tboagh  the  »ct  of 
1837  had  been  repealed,  still  tighis  which  had  been 
acquired  under  it  prior  to  its  repeal,  coald  not  be 
affected  by  such  repeal.  The  department  had  so 
consimed  the  matter,  as  to  allow  pensions  to  the 
time  of  the  repeal  to  such  persons  as  were  entitled 
under  the  act  of  1837.  He  said  it  merely  involved 
a  question  of  oonstructicn  of  law;  and  It  was  with 
Congress  to  determine  whether  the  construction 
given  by  tbe  Commissioner  was  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  made  some  further  remarkB  in 
opposition  to  the  appropriation,  which  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative — ayes  16,  noea  not 
counted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Poleresky  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after 
a  few  words  by  Messrs  EVANS,  KING,  BATES, 
and  McDUFFIE,  as  to  whether  there  was  not  a 
new  principle  involved  in  its  provisions,  and  there 
being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  Tbe  bill  was  subsequently 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Senate  bill  55,  for  the  relief  of  James  Taylor, 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  then  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  were  subsequently  read  tbe  third  time, 
and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  tbe  charters  of  the  District 
banks  came  up  next  in  order,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  it  was  a  matter  of  consid- 
erable interest  to  the  District  that  the  charters  of 
these  banks  should  be  renewed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  this  bill  for  many  years  in 
succession  bad  given  rise  to  considerable  discus- 
sion, and  he  hoped  it  would  not  now  be  allowed  to 
iaterfere  with  the  buiiness  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MILLER  observed  that  the  charters  would 
expire  in  July,  1844,  and  it  was  essential  that  they 
should  know  whether  they  were  to  have  an  ex- 
tension of  them.  They  wouM  not  be  able  to  ac- 
commodate the  public,  if  left  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tiainty;  and  if  they  were  admitted  by  gentlemen  to 
be  of  any  utility  to  the  public  at  all,  be  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  at  once  acted  upon. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  there  were  some  provisions 
io  the  bill  which  they  bad  not  lime  to  examine. 

Mr.  ALLEN  contettd«d  that  ib^re  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  rediarteriog  these  banks.  He  believed 
there  were  no  petitions  on  the  subject,  anc^ie  did  not 
believe  it  was  deaifcd  by  the  public;  if  so,  the  bill 
coald  ba  paned  at  tha  atat  saasloa. 
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Mr.  AROHEt  obaerved,  that  if  dia 
were  certain  to  be  renewnd  at  IhrBeacl 
thought  there  could  be  no  dbjecti^  li/fdahw 
now.    It  wo«M  be  a  vAy  advastageooa  msnitu 
the  community   that  they  tiboold  hmn   UaMf 
notice. 

The  question  of  indefinite  poatpoiMflMIt  «« 
derided  in  the  negattve^-^M^as  17,  nayaM. 

The  bill  waa  then  taken  upas  u  eoBOlttaeear 
the  whole;  when 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  the  bill  ba  the  iMbd 
for  the  present,  in  order  to  proceed  with  irthftr 
busine^.  Upon  this  question  tbe  yeas  and  niya 
were  ordered,  aad  resulted — ^yess  18,  maya^lS. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  ^ 
addmg  the  followiog  proviso: 

Provided,  That  the  siockholden  of  «acb  of  «id  bufai  jihffl, 
from  and  after  the  ulcing  elTect  of  this  aoc,  be  liablvm  'uUb 
indivldoat  charactar  and  private  property  for  aU  ths  IBM 
made  and  other  obligationa  cootcaded  t^  mid  ban^qm^ 
lively,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  aama  y^eai  in  aft^w- 
specto,  aa  are  partnera  of  unchartered  copartoefampw  aod  vrm 
for  the  obligBtioDB  coDtraciad  by  auch  copartoeiBhipaaad  in* 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  obaerve  tl>at  the  qalttfim 
of  chartering  banks  was  not  a  new  one,  and  |Hib- 
lic  opinion  was  almoat  unanimous  ppon  tbe  ftiitd" 
pie  of  making  baak  stockholders  KaMe,  severally^ 
for  tbe  debts  and  liabiliUes  of  th^  banks.  Vb/m 
had  been  sufficient  opportunity  during  the  early 
part  cf  tbi^session  to  bring  forward  this  bill;  bat 
it  had  not  been  done,  and  it  appeared  evident  to 
him  that  it  was  liot  intended  that  there  sftumki  be 
any  investigation  into  the  aAirs  of  these  banks. 

It  was,  he  said,  perfectly  in  accordalM^  iHih 
one  of  the  principles  of  bank  tactics,  to  afiply  for 
a  recharter  at  a  time  so  near  the  end  of  the  seSsJoa 
as  to  make  it  impossible  to  enter  into  any  inyesti- 

gation  or  debate  upon  the  subject:  and  he  put  it  to 
enators,  whether  they  were  ready  to  say  to  te 
people,  Yon  shall  trust  these  bank  directors,  d- 
though  I  bey  refuse  to  be  responsi'ble.  They  refuse 
to  have  charters,  unices  they  have  with  tb«r  char- 
ters the  privilege  of  indiscriminate  and  illimitable 
plunder.  The  question  had  been  frequently  before 
the  people,  and  he  had  never  seen  aa  assnaUage 
of  the  sovereign  people^the  only  power  In  this 
country  which  was  incorruptible  and  nadefiM— 
he  had  never  seen  such  an  assemblaga  la  wkkk 
(whatever  their  opinions  upon  other  matters)  iheie 
were  not  at  least  a  hundred  to  one  in  (avoref 
the  proposition  of  individual  liability.  He  dertiri 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion. 

Mr.  MILLER  hoped  that  this  quaetioa  was  not 
to  be  again  agitated.  There  had  been  oo  com- 
plaint made  in  reference  to  them;  and  be  beHeyed 
no  reasonable  objection  could  be  urged  agaiBiC 
granting  them  an  extension  of  their  charters.  He 
denied  that  the  bill  bad  been  purposely  kept  back. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  why  this  bill  should  be 
pressed  upon  them  now,  when  another  long:  aesBiea 
was  to  intervene  before  the  expiration  of  their  char- 
ters. The  welfare  of  tbe  banks— the  advantage, 
the  ioteresis  of  the  banks,— these  were  the  consider- 
ations which  were  to  urge  them  forward;  while 
popular  opinion,  roUiog  into  this  Capitol  from 
every  quarter,  like  a  cataract,  condemnatory  of  tbe 
principle  of  irresponsible  banks,  was  to  be  taCidly 
disregarded.  But  he  was  told  there  were  petilioas 
in  favor  of  rechartering  these  banks.  Yes,  petitioBS 
which  had  never  been  allowed  to  be  read;  peCicioas 
of  what  nature  no  one  knew.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  question  cf  the  general  utility  of  baiikittg. 
It  was  a  momentous  question — a  question  fhinght 
with  serious  consequences  to  this  country.  He  de- 
tired  that  it  should  come  up  at  a  time  wliea  a 
thorough  and  full  discussion  might  be  had  apoti  it; 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  pass  an  act  of  this  de- 
scription, at  a  time  when  the  public  mind  waa  so 
deeply  drawn  to  an  investigation  of  the  great  qaes^ 
tion  of  banking,  until  a  thorough  investigatieB  of 
that  subject  could  be  had.  The  AjnerieaA  miBd 
would  not  submit  much  longer  to  be  trilled  with. 
There  was  a  power  in  the  people  wbleb  they  dU 
not  delegate;  and  that  power  would  yet  be  maai- 
fested.  They  were  disposed  to  tnSkr  while  ovils 
were  sufferabie;  but  they  had  likewise  a  stara  and 
resolute  will  to  redeem  themselves  fhMU  bandage 
and  oppression  in  every  form. 

Mr.  CONRAD  desired  to  kiiew  whether,  apoa 
the  qaesUon  of  making  indiWdwal'BtoakbeiiWi  re* 
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spoB^ible,  it  was  in  order  to  discuss  th«  question  of 
P9pal^r  ughts? 

Mr.  ALLEN  contended  that  he  W8$  only  fblH)  w* 
|ll|ue  practice  whidi  prevailed  in  that  hody. 

Mr.  MILLER  rejiietied  that  the  ^ntleoua  from 
Ow'had  diverted  hiscensnres  from  the  bfenks,  and 
direct  ^^  against  him.  He  intended  that  it 
sfibatdte  ^wn  to  the  public  by  whose  instrument- 
l^gr.it  wastiia^thebill  had  been  delayed.  "The 
^Aktteman  rod  accased  him  of  having  brooded 
orerdtus  hijl  for  a  very  long  time;  and  yet  the  gen- 
tmxn  (ifmself  declared  he  was  not  prepared  to 
«n  <hi  the  subject,  hot  required  a  long  session  in 
which  to  disenss  il.  The  gentleman  had  denonnted 
g&  iMtnks^  did  the  people  think  with  him)  h«  would 
pakl  Nc4  the  peopte  stood  by  their  contracts,  and 
faflUfsd  them;  it  was  the  gentleman  alone  who  was 
desiroiiajQf  destroying  them. 

'rir.  ALLEN  said  the  Senator  had  set  out  with 
ibe  assampiioii  that  it  was  his  intention  to  cast  a 
censure  upoa  him  for  the  perform anee  (f  his  duty, 
fn  this  he  was  mistaken;  but  he  must  be  permitted 
to  spe<fe|  vith  the  seventy  it  deserved,  of  an  at- 
tempt to  ebtain,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  a  charter 
i^  these  bankj«,  wfihont  even  the  privilege  of  ask- 
iof  for  the  rea3pns  upon  which  such  an  application 
wiV  founded.  He  trusted  Senators  would  join 
with  him  in  giving  a  wholesome  rebuke  ^o  those 
whp  were  d^rous  of  fastening  upon  the  people  of 
1Mb  Dfittriet  these  banks,  with  all  their  i&perf<*«t{ons 
•ft  tbeiv  heads,  by  their  oppoeitioa  lo  the  passage  of 
Ml  bill. 

Mr.  WflfiG^HT  appealed  to  th«  Sena^,  in  ooa- 
fidmiioii  of  the  period  of  the  session  and  the  con- 
<nti«n  of  the  baainess,  to  permit  this  bill  to  be  laid 
aside  ibr  the  present,  that  the  more  prcsting  bati- 
Mas  might  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  MILLER  refased  to  accede  to  any  poet- 
piMmeit. 

Mr«  SIMMONS  orged  that  the  question  should 
be  taken  opon  the  bill,  without  further  debate. 

Mf.BBNTON  observed  that  it  had  been  the  in- 
variable custom  to  bring  forward  bills  of  this  na- 
tans  at  ao  late  a  period  of  the  session  as  to  render 
it  impassible  to  consider  them  maturely. 

If r,  BARROW  said,  the  course  pursued  by  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  side,  in  relation  to  this  bill,  as 
well  as  to  Uiat  which  had  been  under  considera- 
tioiiyesterday,  convinced  him  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  filenators  ^n  this  [the  Whig]  side  to  let  them 
know,  once  for  all,  that  the  business  of  the  Sen- 
ate would  be  proceeded  with  in  the  regular  mode; 
altdthe  responsi'bility  of  arresting  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  if  they  persisted  in  doiog  so,  woulcl  rest 
where  it  property  belonged. 

Mr.  WALKER.  What,  sir,  has  it  come  to  thi^ : 
that  whea  a  bill  for  chartering  half  a  dozen  banks 
at  a  Uae  and  not  merely  for  a  si  ogle  year,  but 
for  ten  yeara— is  ander  consideration,  no  amend- 
aaai  is  lo  be  offbred,  and  no  discussion  permittedl 
I  know  the  aetaal  power,  and  the  claim  to  power, 
on  the  part  of  the  banks,  is  great  indeed;  but  I 
certainly  never  expected  to  hear  that,  upon  aiking 
a  charter  from  the  repfesentatives  of  the  States  and 
the  people,  when  fair  and  proper  amendments 
were  offered,  all  discussion  was  to  be  suppressed, 
and  the  vole  to  be  taken  in  silence.  And  I  will 
say  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  and  others  upon 
that  side,  that,  if  they  have  not  been  enlightened  by 
the  experience  of  the  last  five  years — by  the  light 
wh^ch  has  been  shed  upon  the  subject  of  bankiog 
aince  the  special  session  of  1841— tbey  certainly 
stand  alone  among  the  mass  of  the  people  of  tbe 
country.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  we 
have  bad  an  experience  upon  this  subject  equal  to 
the  experience  of  centuries.  Like  the  light  which 
has  been  travelling  from  tbe  more  distant  of  the 
ilxed  stars,  ever  since  the  cieation  of  the  world, 
we  ate  beginning  to  receive  light  upon  this  im- 
portant subject. 

One  single  word  as  regards  the  amendment. 
What  is  it?  To  render  the  stockholders  individn- 
tXtj  responsible  for  the  money  they  issue.  They 
ask  the  privilege  of  making  money,  not  by  ooin- 
UML  but  by  stamping  a  money  value  upon  paper. 
Tiey  ask  the  privilege  of  exercising  this  altribuie 
of  sOtertigoty,  by  making  money  out  of  that 
irtAc^^.  no  intrinsic  value,  and  for  tbe  redemp- 
rtMr^mlth^they  are  not  responsible.    Wbatis 


the  respoo^ibilily  of  the&e  banks?  A  pretended 
amount  of  dtock.  But  who  knows  bow  much  stock 
is  there  in  reality? — how  much  has  been  abstracted 
by  loeses,  by  peculation,  and  bank  frauds?  There 
may  not  be  a  dollar  there.  I  do  hope  that  an 
amendment  of  ibis  kind,  the  justice  of  which  is  so 
plain  and  palpable,  will  be  adopted. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment  was  then  ta- 
ken, Bt  follows: 

TEAS— Mepsra.  Allen,  B«nton,  Buctianui,  Calhoun.  Cuth- 
berc,  Henderpon,  King,  McDuffie,  McRoberta,  Sturgeon.  Tap* 
pao,  WaUer,  Wilooz,  Woodbury,  Wrtgtii,  and  Toang— 16. 

NAYS— Henni.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choata, 
Clayton,  Coorad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Honttngconu  ICerr,  Mangum,  Mriler^  Morehead,  Porter,  Rivee. 
ahpraooa.  emilb  of  Indiana,  Bpngub,  TaBaiadges  White,  and 

Sa  the  amaadBient  was  rejected* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  aaid  he  had  an  ameadment 
to  offer,  and  he  desired  the  yeas  and  nays  opon  it. 
Ha  thought  the  great  evil  of  the  banking  system 
waat  that,  although  all  tha  States  had  deter«iiined 
that  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  bhould  be  a 
forfeiuue  of  tbe  charter,  yet  there  wa«  no  efficient 
machinery  provided  by  law  to  carry  that  forfeiture 
into  eStcU  His  object  was  to  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  law  officer  of  tbe  Government  to  pfoceed 
against  BW^h  bank,  wiihoot  waiting  for  a  formal 
complaint  or  information.  He  desired  a  vote  upon 
this  amebdoient  by  yeas  and  nayt^;  for  he  believed 
the  anaaimity  of  the  Seaate,  upon  ibis  point,  would 
produce  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Mr.  BnciuNAa*8  amendment  wan  read  as  fol- 

Iowa: 

That,  if  any  of  tbe  said  banks  ahaU  heroaAer  suf  pond  epecie 
payments,  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand  anv  of  their  notes,  de- 
posites,  or  other  obligations,  in  specie,  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of 
the  district  attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  es  officio^ 
to  file  a  bill  l)efore  the  piopercourt,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  upon 
lecal  proof  of  ibe  (act,  to  decree  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of 
saiddefiuilUnglwnk,  and  place  it  In  a  state  of  liqoidaiioD,  and 
wind  up  its  adairs  acoordioff  to  tbe  rules  and  practice  of  a  court 
of  cluuBcery;  first  paying  out  of  the  assets  of  each  of  the  said 
banks,  respcctirely,  all  the  holders  of  their  notes  in  preference 
to  all  other  demands  against  them,  and  to  apportion  tbe  re- 
maining assets  pro  rata  among  alt  the  other  creditors.' 

Upon  this  amendment  the  jeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  as  follpws: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Archer,  Bai^by,  Barrow,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Buchanan,  Cheate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  CraAs, 
Crittenden,  Cntnbon,  Dairton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Kins,  McDuffie,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  MU-> 
ler,  Porter,  Smitn  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wliite.  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Toung— 36. 

NA¥— Mr.  Morahaad— 1. 

Mr.  BBI9T0N  then  roee  and  said,  as  the  bill 
had  just  been  amended  so  as  to  prevent  the  banks 
from  issuing  their  own  suapeaded  paper,  yet,  as 
that  auModment  did  not  prevent  ihem  from  iasaing 
the  saapended  paper  of  other  baaks^  he  woald  move 
aa  ameadment  which  wanld  embrace  the  latter. 

Mr.  Bx]fTo«%  amendment  was  read,  as  followa: 

Baa  Z.  Andbg  it  further  enaetedf  That  neither  of  tbe  bank* 
sbali  drcniate  or  receive,  pay  out,  or  in  anv  way  use,  any  paper 
currency  which  is  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  coin;  and 
all  contracts  and  transactioDs  Joonded  on  sack  suspended  or  de« 
preciated  notes  or  bills  of  suspended  banks,  and  eveir  violation 
of  this  section,  stiall^be  a  violation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
and  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  proposed  a  modification  of 
the  amendment,  fo  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

Sso.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  of  the  banks 
riiall  circulate  the  notes  or  bills  of  suspended  banks;  and  every 
riojation  of  this  rection  shall  be  a  vi(riaaon  of  tbe  charter  of  tkie 
bank,  and  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Upon  this  queatioa  the  yeas  and  naya  were-~ 

VBAB— Masws.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Oonrad, 
Crafis,  Crittenden,  Dayton.  Evans,  Grahanu  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague, 
Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge— 20. 

NAYS^Measrs.  Allen,  Bagby.  Benton.  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
McRoberts,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  Wright 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  concurred  in; 
and  upon  the  question  of  the  eogrossroent  of  the 
bill,  and  ordering  it  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rose  and  called  upon  tbe  chair- 
man of  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had  been 
reported,  to  state  how  far  the  directors  of  these 
banks  had  complied  with  the  provision  of  their 
former  charters,  which  required  ibat  all  loans  to 
any  president,  cashier,  or  director,  or  any  officer  of 
the  bank,  to  a  greater  amount  than  f  10,000|  should 
be  regularly  reduced  at  the  rate  of  35  per  cent, 
annually. 

Mr.  MILLER  replied  that  he  knew  nothing 
abrut  ft. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Then  all  I  have  to  say  is,  if 
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we  are  called  on  to  recharter  these  banks  for  a  pe- 
riod of  ten  years,  while  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  and 
pressed  its  immediate  passage,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  business,  and  wbo  has  taken  the  whole 
session  to  iitvesrigate  tbe  matter,  does  not  know 
whether  a  provision  so  important  as  this  has  t>een 
complieil  with,  it  is  time  for  the  Senate  to  heaitate; 
for  1  consider  this  one  of  the  most  material  pm- 
viat^ns  for  ihe  purpo  e  of  reducing  these  instlui* 
tions  to  a  state  of  soundness. 
Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  the  fottowtttf : 

And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  the  act  forconthiuingtha 
charters  of  said  banks  shall  be  null  and  void  in  every  case  Ml 
which  any  one  of  said  banka  ahall  not  have  rpmplied  with  tha 
terras,  conditions,  and  provisions  of  the  acta  by  which  they 
have  been  heretofore  continued. 

Upcn  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  pere 
taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alkn,  Bagby,  Benron,  Cuthbert,  King,  Stur* 
geon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arcbar,  Barrow,  Bates,  Beirian,  Craftsi, 
Crittenden,  Davton,  Evans,  Oratiam,  Hunuogtoo,  Kerr,  Man- 
gum, Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  of  bidiana, 
Sprague,  Tallmadge,  am)  Woodbridge— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Upon  the  question  of  tbe  engrossment  of  the 
l>ill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  BerrieA, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evana,  Oraham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter.  Sevier,  Simroona,  Smithed 
Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  and  Woo€lbridge*-!S. 

NAYek-Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Cuthbert,  McRoberra^ 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wrlgfat,  and  Young 
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The  bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  k  ibird  time. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun, 
having  been  returned  from  the  Houre  with  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  was 
t^ken  up  for  consideration — the  question  being  on 
concurring  with  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  what  was  the  effect  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  eff'ect  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  was  to  restore  the  bill  to  what 
it  was  wben  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mr.  KING  was  entirely  opposed  to  it;  and  he 
moved  that  the  Seoate  insist  on  its  amendment^ 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  WOODBURY  were  op. 
posed  to  having  any  appropriating  clause  in  the 
bill.  They  maintained  that  there  was  great  im- 
propriety in  trusting  any  officer  to  make  an  award 
for  consequential  damages,  as  was  proposed  by  this 
amendment  of  the  House.  It  was  right  that  Con- 
gress should  see  the  award  first,  before  appropria- 
ting money  for  it. 

Seme  further  debate  was  had  on  the  bill,  between 
Messrs.  BERRIEN,  KING,  WRIGHT,  and  GRA- 
HAM, on  the  impropriety  of  making  a  specific  ap- 
propriation in  tbis  bill,  when  the  Committee  on 
Claims  were  unaniinously  opposed  to  it. 

The  Senate  finally  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  House,  and  insisted  on  its  own  amendment; 
and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  a  committee  of 
conference  of  three,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  was 
authorized  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  lake 
into  consideration  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses. 

Tbe  bill  to  amend  the  insolvent  acts  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  having  been  returned  from  the 
Hou?e  with  an  amendment,  exempting  females 
from  the  operation  of  the  imprisonment  portion  of 
the  insolvent  law,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ment waa  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Several  House  bills  were  read  twice,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  remarks  on  the  pro- 
priety cf  first  disposing  of  Senate  bills  to  which  no 
objection  would  arise.  His  suggestion,  however, 
was  not  yielded  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  tbe  further 
consideration  of  House  bill  directing  the  running 
of  the  northern  line  of  the  reserve  of  the  half-breed 
Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  ef 
the  4th  of  August,  1824. 

Mr.  B.  also  made  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary,  touching  the  title  of  the  First 
Municipality  of  New  Orleans  to  a  lot  of  land  in 
that  city:  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Senate  bill  grantiDg  a  pension  to  Da?id  Welch, 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Lewi9»  were 
taken  np  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
leported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  continue  the 
Camberland  road  was  called,  in  its  order  on  the 
calendar,  at  five  o*clock  in  the  cTening. 

Iff.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  had  not  charge 
of  the  bill;  but  he  was  very  anzions  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed.  This  was  the  first  time  it  had 
been  called,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get  it  taken 
up  oat  of  its  order.  He  exceedingly  regreiled  that 
the  period  was  so  late.  This  was  the  last  day  at 
which  bills  of  the  Senate  could  be  sent  to  the 
House;  and  it  was  snggested  that  the  House  had 
adjourned.  He  said  that  the  rules  might  be  sus- 
pended to-morrow,  to  send  the  bill  to  the  House, 
if  it  eonld  be  passed.  He  assured  Senators  that 
the  appiopriaiions  for  the  road  would  be  pressed 
until  the  woik  was  completed. 

Several  Senators  suggested  that,  at  this  late  pe* 
riod,  it  would  be  useless  to  proceH  with  the  bill, 
as  it  would  lead  to  debate,  and  defeat  the  whole 
calendar;  and  could  not  be  acted  upon  in  the  House, 
if  it  were  patsed. 

The  bill,  on  motion,  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

House  bill,  makicg  appropriations  to  carry  into 
eficet  the  Asbbnrton  treaty,  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  orders. 

Senate  bill,  proyicUng  for  the  publication  of  the 
debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  (about  which 
there  was  so  much  discussion  on  yesterday,)  being 
the  first  on  the  list  of  the  special  orders,  was,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGB,  passed  oyer 
informally.  He  presumed  the  Senate  had  no  dis- 
position to  ccntinue  the  discussion  upon  it.  It 
might,  therefore,  be  considered  as  having  been 
consigned  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capnlets. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Massachusetts  the  balance 
due  her  for  disbursements  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  came  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfiTairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  reducing  ih?  amount  of  appropriation  in  it  from 
1979,716  to  ((227,176  48. 

Mr.  C.  then  explained  the  propriety  of  the 
amendment;  and  tra^^ted,  after  its  adoption,  no  ob- 
jection would  bf^  made  to  the  bill.  The  bill  merely 
allowed  to  Massachnsetts  on  the  same  principle 
that  allowances  had  been  made  to  other  Slates  for 
like  services. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  no  allowance  had  been 
made  to  other  States  on  the  principle  involved  in 
this  bill. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  .«:ome  remarks  against  the 
bill;  in  the  course  of  which,  he  alluded  to  the  re- 
fusal of  Massachusetts,  during  the  war,  when  our 
soil  was  invaded,  to  permit  h^r  militia  to  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He  main- 
tained that  (with  the  ezcf ption  of  the  claims  for 
compensating  the  heirs  of  the  traitor  Hull  for  the 
surrender  of  our  soil  and  our  army)  there  never 
was  a  more  iniquitous  claim  before  Congress.  It 
was  as  absurd  and  wicked  as  the  Hull  claim. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  an  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen not  to  recur  to  them,  but  to  permit  the  little 
aberrations  from  the  straight  line  of  duty  of  the  old 
Bay  State, to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  He  admitted 
that  she  acted  improperly;  (but  ber  course  was  at- 
tributable rather  to  the  heat  of  party  than  to  a 
want  of  patriotism.  He  maintained  that  other 
Slates  had  been  paid  upon  the  very  principles  of 
this  bill,  for  the  services  of  their  militia;  and  in- 
stanced the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  some  remarks  against  the 
bill.  He  recurred  to  the  scenes  whi:h  agitated  the 
country  at  the  time  Massachusetts  refused  to  per- 
mit ber  militia  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Stales;  after  a  review  of  which,  he  said 
he  could  not  vote  that  State  a  dollar. 

Mr.  BATBS  defended  bis  State  from  the  a^r^ 
sions  which  had  been  cast  upon  it.  He  contended 
that  Massachusetts  was  entitled  to  the  balance 
proTided  for  in  the  bill,  unless  the  law-makers  in- 


tended to  become  the  law-breakers.  He  contended 
that  Conneeticui  and  Rhode  Island  bad  been  paid 
for  disbursements  made  during  the  war,  on  the 
very  principle  which  was  involved  in  this  bill;  and, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  make  Massachusetts  an 
exception,  she  should  be  allowed  the  balance  due 
her  lorthwith. 

Mr.  ALLEN  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
bill,  urging  that,  if  it  was  passed,  it  would  be  justi- 
fying and  rewarding  a  revolt  against  the  Union  by 
a  part  of  the  Union — a  revolt,  too,  in  favor  of  a 
foreign  enemy;  for  all  who,  in  times  of  such  peril, 
refused  to  fight  for  their  country,  took  sides  with 
the  enemies  of  their  country.  Such  was,  in  efifeet, 
the  course  of  Massachusetts  during  the  war.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  appealed  to  the  Senators  on 
the  opposite  side  not  to  press  this  bill,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  so  many  important  bills  on  the  calendar.  If 
they  persisted  in  such  course,  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose  to  it,  to  pay  the  claims  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Sume  conyersational  debate  took  place  here,  be- 
tween Messrs.  EVANS,  WOODBURY,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, and  bates;  as  to  the  claims  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  as  to  the  understanding,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  night,  that,  if  this  bill  gave  rise  to 
debate,  it  would  be  laid  over.  The  matter  was 
terminated,  howcTer,  by  the  bill  being  reported  to 
the  Senate.  The  amendment  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate,  at 
half  past  8  o'clock,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TcrasDAT,  February  28, 1843. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Rochester  and  vicinity, 
Racine  county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  to  establish  a  tri-weekly  mail  from  the 
town  of  Racine,  passing  Rochester,  to  the  town  of 
East  Troy,  in  Walworth  county. 

Also,  presented  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
East  Troy,  Walworth  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  to  establish  a  tri-weekly  mail 
from  the  town  of  Racine,  by  the  town  of  Rochester, 
to  the  town  of  East  Troy,  to  intersect  the  Milwaukie 
and  Janesville  route. 

Mr.  PAYNE  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Alabama,  asking  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Linden,  Alabama,  to  Almucbe,  in 
Marion  county  Mississippi:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LITTLEFIELD  of  Maine  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  adopted: 

Reaoltedt  That,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  present  leseion, 
(be  Hooee  will  ooeetat  lOo'clocIc,  a.  m. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sever- 
ally read  twice,  and  referred: 

The  bill  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  in  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap« 
pruved  9ih  July,  1833;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3d  March,  1833. 

The  bill  fixing  the  value  of  certain  foreign  mo- 
ney in  accounts  and  computation  at  the  custom- 
houses. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri, 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,**  ap- 
proved 26ih  May,  1824;  and  an  act  amending  the 
same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act  to 
claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi:  referred  to  the  Committee .  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  amending  the  laws  regulating  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  the  District  of  Ck>lumbia:  referred 
to  the  Distriet  Committee. 


The  bUi  to  extend  the  Patent  Ofliee  to  9th  ttrwl: 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  BuOdiao. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bma*  B. 
Youpg,  and  Benjamin  Young:  referred  to  bm  Oom^ 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act  entiikd 
**An  act  respecting  the  organization  of  the  army, 
and  for  other  purpoees,**  passed  3Sd  August,  1843: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affain. 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  tbe  Stale  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery:  referred  to  te 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  merdiaikdiae  la- 
covered  from  shipwreck,  in  certain  eases,  free  of 
duty:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Kella:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patenta. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  northea 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Bliehigan  Into  tbe 
Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,*  ap- 
proved June  15tb,  1836"-» 

Having  been  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  HOWARD 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Pub- 
lic Lands.  • 

Mr.  DODQB  of  Wiseonsin  resisted  the  BOtioa. 
He  moved  that  the  reference  be  to  the  ComaitlBe 
on  Territories.  Mr.  D.  stated  that,  altboagh  ifas 
title  of  the  bill  did  not  imply,  and  the  Howe  sught 
not  know,  it  was,  nevertheless,  a  bill  retauiag  to 
the  disputed  boundary  between  the  Tenritonr  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  State  of  Biiehigaa;  and,  as 
such,  there  was  no  propriety  in  its  go6if  to  tlie 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  It  siioQld  most 
unquestionably  go  either  to  the  Committee  oa  tte 
Judiciary,  or  that  of  Territories.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
preferred  the  latter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Howaid^ 
motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 

It  then  recurred  on  the  motion  ^  Mr.  Dodob,  and 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  the  Ter- 
ritories. 

The  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  &  Cal- 
houn, returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, was  read,  and,  together  with  the  Senate^ 
amendment,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BARTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  the  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  ser- 
vices of  such  of  the  Florida  militia  as  have  Bot 
been  paid  for  tbe  same:  adopted. 

Mr.  BURKB  presented  certain  resolatioas  of  lbs 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire;  which  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
presented  a  resolution  referring  the  elaim  of  JoMsh 
Nock  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cownder 
and  report  thereon. 

COMMERCIAL  AGENT  IN  AFRICA. 


Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the 
tee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at 
the  last  session,  the  memorial  of  the  general  con- 
vention of  the  friends  of  Aftican  oolonisatioa» 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  conunereial 
agent  to  reside  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  and  referred, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved  the  printing  of  the  re- 
port, and  the  engraving  of  the  accompanying 
map. 

Mr.  A1)A.MS  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  wbethec  the  com* 
mittee  had  been  informed  that  any  question  bad 
been  made  or  settled  by  the  Qovernment  whether 
these  colonies,  so  called,  were  colonies  of  the  Uai* 
ted  States. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY  replied  that  the 
proposition  submitted  in  this  report  presented  an 
inquiry  into  this  question — what  were  the  relations 
of  these  colonies  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States?  Tbe  committee  bad  expressed  no  opinioa 
on  the  subject,  but  proposed  to  refer  it  to  tkls  Sto- 
reury  of  State,  to  report  to  the  House  what  dit  re* 
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ktioiis  of  tbtse  colonies  were,  and  what  they  ought 
to  be,  to  the  United  Suites. 

Ifr.  ADAM8  expressed  a  wish  to  have  an  ex- 
tra niunber  of  copies  of  the  report  printed;  and  he 
was  happy  to  hear  that  the  qaestion  was  to  be  dis- 
ettssed  in  the  Ckmgre^  of  the  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  GAYB  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  printing 
of  the  map,  on  the  ground  of  the  abnses  that  had 
htielofoie  existed  in  this  deseription  of  work;  bnt, 
oa  being  assured  by  Bftr.  KENNEDY  that  the  coet 
woald  not  be  oTer  one  hundred  dollars,  withdrew 
hit  objection,  with  the  understanding  that  the  mo- 
tion should  be  so  modifietd  as  to  direct  the  engra- 
fhig,  provided  it  could  be  dooe  for  that  sum. 

Ifr.  KENNEDY  having  accordingly  modified 
his  motion, 

Xr.  BUTLER  of  South  Carolina  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  taken  and 
carried. 

Bfr.  KENNEDY  then  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  the  printing  of  three  thousand  extra 
eopits.  * 

BCr.  RAYNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferguson  & 
Bead;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  de- 
livery at  the  city  ofl^fayette,  Louisiana;  which 
was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ease,  appointed  on  the  di^iagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
army  bill,  reported  that  the  Joint  committee  had 
agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House  to  recede  from 
in  dingreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  said  amendments  be  adopted. 

GUN  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  submitted  a  resoliition,  that 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  report  to  the  House,  at 
the  next  session,  a  statement  showing  the  improve- 
ment hi  gun-carriages  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  G. 
▼an  Brunt:  adopted. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

Bflr.  SHERLOCK  J.  ANDREWS,  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Commercr,  reported  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  constrnction  of  marine 
hospitals  on  the  Western  wateis:  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

LAW  AGENT  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
He  Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  law  agfut  in  Florida:  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  BRONSON, 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  censideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of  the 
Sta^eof  Mississippi;  and  the  same  having  been 
taken  up  in  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
aad  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee 
OB  Public  Lmds,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
bOlfrom  the  Senate  in  relation  to  donations  of 
linds  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas,  and  the  Sen- 
ate bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutchins,  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  settle 
titles  to  lands  in  Arkansas,'*  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  MORROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  States 
of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  ceded  by  the  Wyandot 
Indians;  and  the  same  being  taken  op  in  the  House, 
wu  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  tbe  Postmaster  General  to  settle  and 
allow  certain  accounts  of  J.  and  P.  Voorhees. 

It  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
^adiqazy,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 


western  jadiciat  district  ot  Virginia,  aud  the  peti- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  bar  in  said  district, 
praying  an  increasc'of  salary  of  their  district  judge, 
reported  that  the  committee  bad  agreed  to  recom- 
mend an  increase  of  |300,  and  instructed  him  to 
move  the  same  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  now 
pending  before  the  House,  to  regulate  and  Gz  the 
salaries  of  district  judges,  when  said  bill  »boald  be 
before  the  House  for  its  action. 

He  also  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  various  papers; 
which  was  agreed  tov 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabit, 
ants  of  Florida,  with  a  substitute  for  the  entire 
bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported,  without  amendment,  a  Senate  bill, 
the  title  of  which  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN,  from  tbe  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of  Bast 
Tennessee;  which  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Baker,  deceased; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DEBBRRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  several  unfavorable  report?;  amongst 
others,  one  on  tbe  memorial  of  M.  R.  Bartlett. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  Senate  bill;  and,  on  bis 
motion,  the  committee  was  discharged  from  tbe 
further  coniideration  of  yarious  papers. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Wa>s  and  Means,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company; 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  BROWN,  tbe  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  wis  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  an  increase  of  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of 
debt,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  f  100. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  tbe  Military  Commit- 
tee, asked  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill  to  divide 
the  United  States  into  two  military  districts. 

Mr.  J.  COOPER  objected  to  its  being  taken  up 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  hoped  the  House  would 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  that 
bill;  it  involved  no  principle,  being  simply  an  act  of 
justice;  and  he  promised,  if  the  House  would  take 
it  up,  that  he  would  move  the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  and  ultimately  Mr. 
C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  tbe 
rules;  but,  on  a  division  taken  by  tellers,  the  vote 
was  88  in  the  affirmative,  and  47  in  the  negative — 
the  motion  was  therefore  lost;  tbe  majority  being 
less  than  two-thirds. 

Mr.  BURNELL,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Na- 
val Aflfairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
C.  Sartori;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  a^so  moved 
that  tbe  same  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
case  of  Purser  Wm.  Speideu}  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  asked  to  t>e 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union. 

He  also,  as  an  individual  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, desired  to  effer  a  resolution  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  tbe  reception  of  tbe  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Mary  Ann  Linton;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

He  also  obtained  the  discharge  of  the  committee 
from  a  large  mass  of  papers. 

Mr.  McKENNAN,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Ros(ds  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  direct  experiments  to  be 
made  to  test  the  practicability  and  utility  of  J.  W. 
Kirk's  Mississippi  boat-fender,  and  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  (1|000  for  that  purpose. 


It  waa  read  twice,  and  Mr.  McKENNAN 
moved  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage,  instead  of 
being  committed. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  objected. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  strenuously  objected  to 
the  motion,  and  said,  if  the  course  pursued  by 
many  gentlemen  was  persisted  in,  we  should  hare 
expenditures  for  experiments  of  every  humbug 
that  could  be  thought  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  roles  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordertd,  on  a  couniby  tellers. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  said  he  did  not  desire  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  House,  and  would,  ther^ 
fore,  withdraw  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
more  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SIEENROD,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road  east  of  the  State  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  two  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Department^t  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  YORKE  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  report  to  Congress  the  number  of  persons  who 
were  attached  to  the  Florida  squadron,  according 
to  the  plan  cf  Lieut.  McLaughlin,  from  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  to  9ih  October,  1843. 

THE  ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference Committee  on  the  army  bill  be  taken  up, 
and  passed  upon. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  read. 

Mr.  CAVE  J0HN80N  inquired  what  was  the 
effect  of  tbe  conference. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  the  House  committee 
bad  receded  from  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to 
the  Senate  amendment,  adding  ten  cadets  to  be  ta- 
ken at  large. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  tbe  House 
would  not  agree  with  the  committee  in  their  recom- 
mendation to  recede.  He  was  for  bringing  down 
this  academy, 

Mr.  ALLEN  explained  the  reasons  which  bad 
induced  the  Commtttre  of  Conference  to  agree  to 
add  ten  cadets  to  be  taken  at  large.  They  viewed 
it  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  to  those  army  and 
navy  officers  whose  sons  would  be  excluded  by  the 
fact  that  they  did  not  happen  to  reside  permanent- 
ly in  any  one  congressional  district. 

Mr.  STANLY  hop^d  that  the  report  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  the  power  given  to  the  President  to 
appoint  the  ten  additional  cadets. 

Mr.  ADAMS  urged,  as  a  reason  for  adopting  tbe 
report  of  tbe  conference  committee,  that,  in  case  of 
its  rejection,  tbe  whole  army  bill  might  be  lost. 

Mr.  EVERETT  advocated,  and  Mr.  CAL* 
HOUN  opposed,  tbe  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the  previous  question^ 
which  was  sustained;  and  the  conference  report 
agreed  to  by  the  Hou^e — ayes  88,  noes  59. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS,  from  tbe  Committee 
on  Revoltitionary  Pension?,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Library,  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Clerk  of  tbe  House  to  purchase  for  tbe  Library  of 
Congress  so  many  sets  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
Slates  as  might  be  necetrary  to  complete  the  sets 
now  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  this  resolu* 
tion  involved  a  large  and  useless  appropriation, 
and  therefore  be  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  the  resolution  to  go  to  tbe  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  resola- 
thn  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  mption  was  agreed  to— -ayes  77,  noes  not 
counted. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mi.  underwood,  from  the  Comnittec  for 
the  District  of  Colambia,  reported,  wiihoat  amend* 
mens  ihe  bill  from  the  Senate  amendlsg  the  laws 
legnlating  impridonDiient  for  debt  in  tbe  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill  was  taken  np  and  read. 

Hr.  HOLMES  ciTered  an  amendment,  provi- 
ding that  ^o  female  shall  be  imprisoned  on  mesne 
or  final  process. 

Mr.  CAV£  JOHNSON  sngeesfed  to  the  gentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  that  (his  amendment  in* 
▼oived  ihe  necessity  of  sending  the  bill  back  to  the 
Senate,  and  it  might  be  thus  lost.  He  tboaght  the 
gentleman  bad  better  refcrve  bis  amendment  for 
the  House  hi! I  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  had  no  idea  that  the  till  named 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  could  be  reached 
at  this  period  of  the  session.  He  thought  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  tetter  persist  in 
his  amendment,  and  on  it  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  amendmeDt  was  then,  under  the  operation 
•f  the  previous  qoesiion,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UaoiawooD]  to  call  up 
his  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mn  UNDERWOOD  accordingly  moved  to  Uke 
np  ihat  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  geotleman  to 
let  the  general  appropriation  bill,  on  which  the 
previous  question  had  been  moved,  be  passed,  and 
sent  to  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  his  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  but 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insisting  on  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  that  bill, 
b«ing  the  first  business  in  order,  was  taken  up;  and 
the  previous  question  being  seconded,  and  the  main 
questioB  ordered, 

The  first  question  was  stated  by  the  Chair  to  be 
tbe  amendment  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  ArcRioo  ] 

[The  amendment,  in  substance,  provides  that 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  coast  survey  shall  be 
discontinued;  and  that  $10,000  be  appropriated  to 
enable  Mr.  Hassler  and  his  assistants  to  reduce  to 
paper  the  notes  now  on  hand,  which  were  taken 
in  the  field  during  the  last  summer;  and  that  a  re- 
port should  be  made  to  Congress  at  the  next  ses- 
tion,  containing  a  plan  for  carrying  on  the  work 
in  future.] 

Mr.  WISE  objected  that  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order;  but, 

The  SPEAKER  overruling  the  objectioo, 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  qua3Uon, 
resulted  in  yeas  75,  nays  107;  thus  rejecung  the 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  then  read  all  the  amendments  which 
had  been  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  which 
were  concurred  in,  with  some  exceptions,  which 
were  reserved  for  the  action  of  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  to  T»hich  exception  was 
made,  was  the  item  appropriating  f3,000  for  a 
commissioner  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mr.  RAYNER  made  the  objection,  and  called 
for  the  yeass  and  nays  thereon;  but  they  were  not 
ordered.  He  then  called  for  tellers,  and  they  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Read  and  James  were  ap- 
pointed. The  amendment  wait  concurred  in— 86 
voting  in  the  afiirmative,  and  38  in  the  ikegative. 

The  next  amendment  to  which  objection  was 
made,  was  that  making  an  appropriation  for 
an  agent  to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  commu- 
nication between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Paoifie 
oceans  by  the  Isthmus  of  Darien. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  tellers,  and  Messrs. 
Lmif  and  Medill  were  appointed,  and  reported 
35  in  the  afiirmative,  and  100  in  the  negative;  so 
the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  to  which  objection  had 
heen  made,  was  the  proviso  introduced  by  Mr. 


BoTTs,  to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  sum  ap- 
propriated by  items  under  the  head  of  '^foreign 
intercourse,*'  for  salaries  or  our&ts  of  aay  minister, 
charge  desafifaires,  or  other  foreign  representatives, 
appointed  to  any  post  noW  vacant,  or  that  may 
become  vacant  during  tbe  present  session  of  Con* 
gress,  unless  such  appointment  shall  be  made  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W  SMITH  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  McCLEtLAN  of  New  York  called  for  the 
yess  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas  60,  nays 
H>1,  as  foltowf? 

TEA9^MegR«.  LandhdT  W.  ADdrewa,  AmoM,  Babcock, 
Blrdaeje.  Hair,  Boudmah.  BroDioD,  Mtltoii  Browa,  WilNam 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthen,  Caaey,  Chit- 
tenden, Jamea  Cooper,  GoweOi  Cnuwtoo.  Craveni^  Cnwfpra, 
O.  Davta.  Joho  Bawaxd«,  F^iMendeti,  Fuitnore,  Oirmlfle,  P.  Q. 
Ctoode,  Graham^ Howard,  Uadeoo,  J.  R.  Ingenoll,  Jame^  John 
P.  Kennedy,  KiiM,  Llan,  MoKenosD,  Junoii  Maawi,  Mat^ 
locks.  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Herlweiher.  Mitchell,  Moore,  Mor- 

Jan,  Osl)orn^  Oweley,  Pelurce,  Penaleton,  Powell,  Rayner, 
Lidgway,  Blade,  8tanly,  BiratteD,  John  T.  Btiwrt.  8ammei«^ 
Toland,  Underwood,  Van  Renieelaer,  Wallaoe^  Waahingtra, 
Joseph  L  Williams,  and  John  Young— €0. 

NATB^Messfi.  Adakhs,  Alfen,  0neil6ck  J.  Andraws^  Ar 
rittgton.  Barton,  Beossn,  Bidladc,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brewster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke,  BurnelJ,  Wm.  Butler, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cary,  Chapman,  Coles,  Hark 
A.  Cooper.  Cross,  Cushina,  Daniel,  Ktettard  D.  Davis.  D^an, 


u.  uoode,  uordon,  uranger,  Gwm.  uaii,  Hams,  Henry,  . 
Holmes,  Hopkins.  Houdt,  Hottston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  « 
J.  logersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Cave  JohosoD,  John  W. 
Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Uttlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan,  Robert  McClellan.  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory, 
Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Me- 
dill, Bforrow,  Newbard,  Parroenter,  Pickens,  Plnmer,  Pope, 
Proffit,  Read,  Readiog.  Rencber,  Reynolds.  Riggs,  Rodney, 
Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Saund- 
ers, Sewell,  8baw,  Bhepperd,  Shields,  Wm.  Smitli,  Snyder, 
Steenrod,Su)kely,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tomlinaon,  Trot- 
ti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Westbrook,  Winihrop,  Wise, 
and  Woed— 101. 

The  several  amendments  adopted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  were  then  adopted. 

All  of  the  amendments  having  been  passed  upon, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment.    . 

It  was  ihen  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  np  his  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  divide  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  two  military  districts.  It  was  put, 
and  agreed  to,  (as  the  reporter  understood,  amid 
the  general  noise  in  the  hall. 

Several  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  submit  motions  to  take  up  particular  bills  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  num- 
ber of  executive  oommunicationv,  vizt 

A  message  from  tbe  Prraident  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  certain  correspondence  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  Spanish  minister 
to  th^  Govemmenit  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
transmitting  statistics  in  relation  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  that  department  for  stationery  and  job 
printing:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed* 

A  eommunjcation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, stating  the  number  and  compensation  of 
oflicers  of  tbe  customs:  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A  commnnieation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  resolution  ef  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, calling  for  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
navy  officer^:  laid  on  the  t  able,  and  ordered  to  be 
primed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  call  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pay,  &c-,  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
loan:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  accordance  with  acts  of 
Congress,  a  list  and  statement  of  nnaettled  accounts 
in  that  department:  laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Tbe  St'EAKER  asked  leave  to  submit  the 
resolnticns   of  the    State  of  Maine,   in     favor 

Jof  a  release  of  Amos  Kendall,  late  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States,  from  the  judgment 


given  against  him  by  the  court  of  the  DiMct  of 
Colombia. 

The  resoltttions  #ere  laid  on  the  tabl^,  <nd  or- 
dered to  be  printeti. 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHtS, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  a^hei  the  i^dfc  of  4lfie  BsMm 

to  lake  up  aad  pass  the  bill  "explaEnaapi^oC  ale 
act  graoiing  pre-emption  rifhite  to  oenvB^eeitev 
on  the  public  Utids." 

The  biU  wms  read  thmogft;  and  having  btea  mr* 
demd  to  its  engmasmeBt,  warread  m  thirt  te% 
and  passed^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CUSHING,  the  Bmmr^ 
solved  itself  into  Gf/mmUfee  of  th8  Wbb»,(Mr. 
SuMMias  of  Virginia  in  the  chair  ) 

Mr.  CUBBING  then  moved  to  taUb  V|k9ieW 
to  carry  into  effect  tbe  treaty  of  W«shsii|pt>Bi. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  moved  to  lake  np-tteBastOObe 
bill. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  llarykmdmov«d  (dJUi^kp 
the  wafchonsiog  bill. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  to  take  op  the  liglM- 
honse  bilU 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  CuwuMrt 
motion,  and  it^was  tarried. 

TREATY  OF  WA8^N6t6N. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  take  up  tbe  bill  pro- 
viding for  carrying  into  effem.  the  treaty  of  Wa^- 
ington;  and,  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McKBON  sidd  he  was  a^are  that  this  was 
abont  the  la«t  chance  thltt  the  Hoose^l^  to  8«Bd 
bill9  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  time  of  the  KiPxS^ 
ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  takoi  np.  His  in^ 
tention,  thbrefbre,  wal  to  express  to  tbe  conUitietp, 
in  tbe  most  concise  manner,  hi*  ot^eciibfli  to  ttae 
treaty,  and  bi&  reasons  for  voting  agafnat  ^tktryiai 
it  into  effect. 

His  first  objection  to  the  litaty  m^ae  daring  te 
last  summer,  was,  that  while  it  w«s  centeaiplaied 
throughout  the  whole  country  that  it  ahonld  be  the 
settlement  of  all  the  important  questions  of  die* 
puu  between  the  two  countries,  yet  that  treaty  lei^ 
open  and  unsettled  the  most  important  of  Iheow 
If  gentlemen  would  refer  to  the  State  papers  laid 
on  the  table  yestetday,  and  which  bad  not  yet  net 
the  public  eye,  they  would  fitrd  that  Mr.  Everett 
was  informed  by  the  British  minister  that  LonI 
Ashburton  would  go  to  the  United  States  prepared 
to  settle  all  tbe  questions  of  dispute  between  as 
and  Great  Britain.  He  would  not  enamerate  afl 
tbe  unsettled  questions,  but  it  was  wdl  known 
that  several  yet  remained  open.  Unfortunately, 
that  treaty  left  open  an  important  question,  whJeJk 
one  of  its  anicles  (the  8th)  was  supposed  to  settle 
and  it  would  be  remembered  that  this  (one  of  the 
most  serious  objections  to  that  treaty)  had  become 
realized  by  the  construction  the  British  GoveiB- 
mr nt  has  put  on  it.  He  referred  tu  the  claim  of 
the  right  of  visitation  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  and 
which  had  always  been  opposed  in  the  United 
States. 

If  gentlemen  wonld  refer  to  the  laat  despatch  of 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  States,  they  would  find 
that  ibis  question  remains  as  it  did  years  ago;  and 
from  the  want  of  information  to  Congress  on  the 
subject,  one  wonld  suppose  that  no  eorrespondenee 
in  relation  to  ii  had  taken  place.  It  secmd  that 
this  8ih  article  of  the  treaty  had  been  inserted  with- 
out a  particle  of  explanation;  and  this  became  the 
more  remarkable,  as  this  question  had,  since  1815. 
been  seriously  agitated,  not  only  in  the  Uaited 
States,  but  in  Europe.  The  British  archives  wefe 
crowded  with  documents  from  the  different  powos 
of  Europe,  endeavoring  lo  effect  arrangementi 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  The  House 
might  be  surprised  at  his  now  raising  objections 
to  this  treaty,  considering  that  it  had  beeoBie  the 
law  of  the  land.  But  on  this  he  started  no  new  doc- 
trine; he  only  made  tbe  same  objections  aa  were 
made  by  the  republicans  of  that  day  to  Jay^ 
treaty.  Like  that  celebrated  treaty,  thiseae  bad 
been  condemned  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  eoaaaf. 
And  here  he  mitst  be  permitted  to  exprees  the  hope 
that  this  treaty  would  not  be  called  the  treaty  ef 
Washington.  He  b^ped  tbe  name  ef  Wa^iagtos, 
who  had  so  emphatically  warned  hi»eowiCrja^«t 
against  entangling  alliances  wStk  forei|pi'  poeraoir 
^  would  not  be  assoeialed  with  this  treatr:^  b«i  w' 
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il  sfldttt^be  eiiher  called  the  AshburiOD  treaty,  or 
'^li^  aAer  the  Americaa  DPgotiator,  who  bad 
pfbi^ed  himself,  on  this  cccasioD^as  well  as  daring 
tbe  lASt  war,  a  BtHisb  advocate. 

Since  the  ]a$i  war,  tbe  Brifsh  Government  had 
Xftiu  tfisaidiiotisly  endeavoring  to  extend  their  naval 
power,  and  to  acquire  the  right  to  saperintend  the 
poljee  of  the  &eas.  The  first  pretext  tbej  seized  on 
to  elte&d  this  power,  wasihit  of  the  suppres  ton  of 
the  tltve* trade.  Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  ip  (he 
i^e^ations  of  the  British  Government  at  the  con- 
ph$  of  Vienna — the  qnintapte  treaty — and  the 
treaty  with  Prance  on  the  subject;  and  read  va- 
rioas  passages  from  the  correspondence  between 
the  French  and  British  Government?,  as  well  as 
the  correspondence  of  oor  Secretaries  of  State, 
(Mr.  Van  Baren  and  Mr.  Pitrsyth,}  commenting 
on  them  as  be  proceeded. 

Be  farther  quoted  the  language  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  in  the  British  Parliament,  to  show  the  extent 
df  British  assumption  m  this  sobject;  and  next,  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Siowell  on  the  law  of  nations,  as 
applicable  thereto.  He  likewise  quoted  fiom  tbe 
wriiings  of  Governor  Oa»s,  «hile  minisier  of  the 
United  States  to  France,  to  show  the  American 
view  of  the  question;  and  concluded  with  some  re- 
marks strongly  in  opposition  to  tbe  insulting  claim 
aei  ap  by  Great  Britais,  and  in  exposure  of  her 
tyrannical  proceedings  in  China,  Afghanistan,  and 
other  portions  of  the  world;  while  she  was  avow- 
edly the  champion  of  humanity,  and  when  under- 
taking to  be  the  high  sheiiff  of  the  seaF,  and  to 
visit  and  search  American  ships. 

Air.  GUSHING  lose  to  present,  very  briefly,  his 
views  of  the  eootroversy  which  had  sprung  up  be* 
iween  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  Respecting  tbe  construction  of  the 
Sih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington}  and  he 
thanked  Heaven  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  be  could  rise  to  sustain  and 
defeod  the  construction  of  that  treaty  as  given  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union,  in  opposition 
to  that  of  the  Prime  Mioibter  of  an  adversary  for- 
eign nation,  and  in  maintenance  of  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  United  States.  He  then  proceeded 
to  difeat  the  question  of  extraneous  interpretations, 
•ad  applied  to  it  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down 
by  Lord  Stowellj  and  went  on  to  assert  that  this 
asBumed  right  of  search  was  first  asserted  in  a  des- 

giieh  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  addressed  to  the 
riaee  Talleyrand, 

Ob  .the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  Octbber, 
1841; on  his  despatch  of  the  SOih  Deoembeir,  1841; 
en  hb  recent  despatch,  laid  before  the  House  on 
yesterday;  and  on  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
whkh  he  took  to  be  a  prepared  exposition  of  the 
vitws  of  the  British  Government — be  assumed  that 
all  pretext  for  any  right  of  search  was  remojved, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  conceded  by  tbe 
treaty.  He  would  remark,  (and  called  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  faot,)  that  the  negotiations 
and  the  legislation  of  England  with  regard  to  the 
lilght  of  search  went  hand  in  band.  There  were 
two  reiBMrkable  facts,  to  which  be  would  call  the 
atteution  of  the  country,  in  the  progre»i  of  the 
parallel  system  of  negotiation  and  legislation  pur- 
sued by  England.  The  firtt  was  tbe  act  of  Par- 
hanent  in  1839,  giving  to  British  cruisers  unlimit- 
ed  authority  to  detain  and  search  all  vessels  sus- 
pected in  any  manner  of  being  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.  Alongside  of  this  act  of  Parliamentt 
he  placed  the  quintuple  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  he 
had  made,  and  should  embody  hi  his  speech  when  it 
t||oald  be  written  out  at  length.  Both  the  act  of 
Parliament  and  the  quintuple  treaty  contained  the 
same  provisions,  foltdem  vtrbU, 
.  Now,  bo  would  call  the  attention  of  tho  country 
to  the  fact,  that,  let  Sir  Robert  Peel  contend  for  any 
construction  he  pleased  of  the  treaty  c  f  Washing- 
ton, a  step  was  thereby  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Umied  States,  in  advance  of  all  other  poweii>2on 
the  subject  of  the  reciprocal  right  o(  search.    The 


United  State.*,  instead  of  agreeing  to  a  reciffrccal 
right  of  search,  had  substituted  for  it  concerted 
cruising.  He  rontmded  that  the  point  wiiich  was 
gaired  by  tbe  United  States  in  tbe  treaty  of  Was^b- 
ingtou  had  bad  the  efif^t  of  rolling  back  Englii^b 
negotiations  in  Europe.  Had  not  the  treaty  of 
Washington  been  adopted^had  the  United  States 
conceded  the  idea  of  a  reciprocal  right  of  seitrcb, 
the  practical  effect  wouM  have  been,  that  the  re- 
ciprocal right  of  search  would  have  become  inter- 
polated in  the  law  e(  naiions.  The  United  States 
prevented  that  consummation.  'What,  he  asked, 
remained?  In  the  message  of  the  President,  one 
view  of  the  treaty  was  assumed,  and  in  the  speech 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  another.  Sir  Robert  Peel  con* 
ceded  all  that  was  asked  in  regard  to  the  belligerent 
right  of  search,  and  also  as  regards  the  conven- 
tional or  reciprocal  right  cf  search;  but  said  there 
wan  k  right  to  vtiK,  distinct  from  the  right  of  search, 
which  be  declared  would  beaasnostd  and  exer- 
cised. 

Now,  the  question  he  proposed  to  inquire  into 
was  thif:  Was  there  such  a  thing  as  the  right 
to  visit,  distinct  from  the  right  of  Fearch? 
In  all  the  books  on  international  law — books 
written  generally  upon  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope— the  right,  wm  always  Expressed  in  these 
terms,  "dr»t(  de  vidlt.^*  This  was  the  only  expres- 
sion on  the  subject.  Now,  there  ^  was  a  right  of 
visiting  ships,  exercised  under  the  sanatory  laws  of 
our  country;  also,  a  right  to  visit,  exercised  under 
our  revenue  laws.  Bat  these  were  mnnicipal 
rights  of  visit — not  the  right  to  vi^it  upon  the  tin- 
appropriated  parts  of  the  ocean,  covering  a  large 
space  of  the  globe. 

Sir  R.  Peel  assumed  that  a  cruiser  jiad  the  right 
to  visit  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to  see  if  the  flag  it 
puts  out  is  the  right  flag.  Now,  suppose,  accord- 
ing to  this  doctrine,  a  British  cruiser  should  meet  a 
vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  The 
commander  goes  on  board  and  challenges  tbe  flag. 
The  master  exhibits  the  ship's  register  and  other 
papers,  showing  the  nationality  of  his  vessel.  If 
the  flag  iDay^e  assumed  to  be  not  authentic,  why 
may  not  the  papen^l  May  nottheauthentieity  of  the 
papers  be  called  in  question  with  as  much  propriety 
as  the  authenticity  of  the  flag?  If  the  boarding  offi- 
cer may  go  behind  the  flag,  why  not  also  behind 
tbe  papers,  to  the  ship's  crew  and  cargol  Where, 
then,' be  asked,  was  the  distinction  between  the 
right  to  visit  and  the  belligerent  right  of  search? 
He  could  find  none.  EUther  ibe  assumed  right  of 
visitation  was  a  nullity,  or  it  was  the  right  of 
search  under  another  name.  He,  therefore,  de- 
nied the  construction  put  upon  tbe  treaty  by  Sir 
R.  Peel,  and  aflirmed  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Urited  Slates. 

On  comparing  the  letters  of  Lord  Aberdeen  and 
the  message  of  the  President,  what  would  be  found? 
Did  Lord  Aberdeen  claim  the  right  of  visitatfon  in 
either  of  those  letters?  Lord  Aberdeen  disavowed 
the  right  to  visit  an  American  vessel.  What,  then, 
did  he  claim  the  right  to  doT  This,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, was  a  Question  of  universal  maritime 
right.  Once  admit  the  right  to  visit  onr  vessels, 
and  it  would  subject  us  to  burdens  ten- fold  greater 
than  the  reciprocal  right  of  search.  The  right  to 
visit  and  inqsire,  would  be  made  to  cover  every 
object  for  the  attainment  of  which  the  American 
flag  could  be  unfurled.  Lord  Aberdeen  claimed 
the  right  of  a  British  cruiser,  when  he  saw  a  ves- 
sel which  be  had  reason  to  beKeve  was  a  British 
vessel,  and  which  he  would,  therefore,  have  the 
right  to  seize,  to  enter  upon  and  detain  it.  But 
how?  Not  a3  an  American  vesfel.  He  eould 
not  touch  her  as  an  American.  He  would  eater 
her  as  a  Portuguese,  a  French,  a  Spanish,  a  pirate, 
or  some  other  veasei,  which  he  would  be  author- 
ized to  seize.  If  it  proves  to  be  an  American  ves- 
sel which  he  has  entered,  then  be  has  committed  an 
aggression,  and  owes  reparation  for  it.  Was  this 
a  right  of  search,  or  of  visitation?  No;  it  was  a 
responsibility — a  perilous  responsibility. 
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These  were  views  on  which  he  w«8^|yT»pttred  \o 
live  tr  die,  in  peace  or  in  war.  IBteii^oQld  con- 
cede to  no  Government  the  right  to  vitii  or  search 
our  phips;  and  if  an  admiralty  order  should  be  is- 
sued in  England  fur  that  pur|K>se,  it  Would  be  ah 
aggression,  and  be  should  be  for  conuuf  to  an 
understanding  on  the  subject. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  thai  we  had  cause  to  re- 
gret thai  we  had  entered  into  any  seatimentaUegis^ 
laiion.  The  only  delicate  point  in  this  matter  was, 
a  question  in  the  law  of  nations^  which  SMght  arise 
upon  the  piracy  act  of  CongresSk  It  was  a  fafet 
step,  he  considered,  on  otir  part,  to  enact  the  piracy 
law  with  regard  to  the  slave-trade;  and  here,  whibt 
he  forbore,  on  account  of  the  delicacf  of  the  «nb» 
ject,  from  further  alluding  to  it,  he  must  do^natice 
to  the  ability  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Abams,]  whoee 
good  advice,  had  it  been  followed,  ^^^puld  have  en* 
ahled  us  to  avoid  the  dJAcul  ties  under  which  we 
now  labored. 

After  a  lew  further  remarks,  he  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  a.  resolution  to  take  ib9  bill  out  of 
committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  tbe  committee 
rose. 

Mr.  YORKE  then  offered  n  resoHtfion,  that  all 
debate  in  Conunirteeof  the  Whole- on  the  above 
bill  should  cea^e  in  half  an  boor,  ead'ibat  the  com- 
mittee should  then  proceed  to  voteoaitheamendmenta 
pending,  and  such  amendments  as  might  be  offered; 
after  which,  to^report  the  bi*l  Go  the  House.  Mr.  Y. 
having  called  for  the  prevtons  questton  on  the 
above  resolution,. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentnchy  nwved  le  lay  it 
on  the  table:  rejected— ayes  36,  noes  Aot  eounted. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  prevjooetfuceiton,  the 
resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  StrMMias  in  the  cliteir,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  same  MH. 

Mr.  ADAMS  got  the  floor,  and  ob^fved  that  he 
merely  rose  to  say  that,  in  the  short  time  allbwed 
for  debate  on  this  question,  he  would  forego  tbe 
few  remarks  he  intended  to  make  on  the  subject, 
and  would  yield  to  other  gentlemen  who  desited 
to  participate  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  take  up  the  whole 
half  hour  allotted  to  tbe  discussion  of  this  bill. 
He  had  but  few  remarks  to  make  before  offering 
an  amendment,  which  fte  proposed  tp  submit  to  the 
House,  and  should  condense  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. He  first  wished  to  say  that  he  thought  the 
treaty  an  extremely  good  one,  for  the  very  simple 
reason — that  it  setil^  difficulties,  in  themselves  of  no 
minor  consequence.  Secopdly,  to  say  that  he  should 
votq  for  the  appropriation  to  pay  Maine  and  Mai^ 
sachusetts  the  sums  awarded  them,  but  with  the 
hope  that  his  native  State,  of  Massachusetta 
would  not  receive  a  dollar  of  iu  He  hoped  she 
would  <  not  take  it— nut  because  it  was  not  within 
the  treaty-making  power,  but  because^  if  these 
two  States  were  willing  to  rest  under  theimpntation 
of  having  sold  their  country,  he  could  hereafter 
make  no  manner  of  complaint  of  the  **thirty  pieces 
of  silver."  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Country  belonged  to  Maine;  and, 
therefore,  he  refrained  from  voting  on  tbe  rcsUn- 
tion  of  the  House  affirming  that  proposition,  and 
that  the  rights  of  Maine  to  the  eouniry  would  be 
maintained  at  all  hazards.  He  believed,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  that  we  got  a  pretty  good  bar^ 
gain  in  making  .  this  treaty.  He  came  now  to  the 
right  of  visitation,  about  which  so  much  had  been 
said;  acd  this,  he  took  it,  was  not  a  British,  but  ub 
American  question.  When  presented  as  a  British 
question,  every  man  in  the  House  rose  in  oppoai- 
tion  to  it;  but  when  presented  as  an  Atneriean 
Question— aslthe  claim  of  the  United  States  agatnat 
the  whole  world — he  hoped  it  would  meet  with  a 
more  favorable  reception.  With  this  brief  pr^Me^ 
he  begged  leave  to  offer  his  amendment,  exhibiting 
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his  Tiewt  of  all  that  coald  be  said  on  the  subject. 
Jdr.  E.  then  submitted  the  following: 

And  b*  itfurikMr  enacUdj  That  it  ihall  be  the  dmjr  of  the 
comiMader  of  etch  of  said  remeU  of  eaid  naval  force  to  Tieft 
all  Te«efti  foand  on  thecoaet  of  AfTi^4^  or  within  one  hundred 
l«>aguee  thereof,  which  he  ehall  have  rea«>n  to  enapect  to  be 
American,  and  to  be  engaged  In  the  slare'trade,  for  the  aole  par* 
]>oee  ofaeottttining  whether  euch  veeeet  be  American;  and  if 
lound  DOC  to  be  American,  such  commander  ahallgive  to  the 
capiaiaofthe  veeaeleoYialted  a  certificate  atating  the  name 
of  liie  veaMi,tiM  name  and  rank  of  the  commander,  the  dtte  of 
the  visit,  and  the  time  of  detention  of  the  vessel  visited— a 
memorandum  of  which  visit,  with  the  reaaoii  therefor  shall  be 
plaredou  his  log>boolc;  and  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  B.'coatinned,  that  this  bill  proposed  to  send 
a  leei  of  80  gans  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the 
parpo<9e  of  suppressing  the  slaTe-trade.  Now,  be 
contended  that  the  daties  required  of  the  command 
er  of  this  ^qaadron*  bj  the  ameodmeDi  be  bad  jnst 
oil^red,  was  absolnlely  necessary  to  enftble  them 
to  render  the  least  beneficial  senrice.  For  what 
purpose  were  these  Tessels  to  be  sent  there?  Not 
to  interfere  with  the  Tesseb  of  other  nations,  bat 
with  American  vessels.  Yon  have,  said  Mr.  B.,  by« 
jonf  la ws»  declared  the  slave-trade  piracy;  and  yonr 
Teasels,  therefore,  are  to  act  against  pirates,  and  to 
asoeriain  whether  the  vessels  they  find  on  that 
cojLst  are  pirates  or  not.  Tonr  object  is  to  snppress 
this  class  of  piracy;  and  how  can  yoo  do  it,  nnlesa 
you  have  the  right  of  visit?  If  yon  deny  that  right» 
yon  most  take  the  gronnd  that  the  flag  protecta  the 
ahip:  atd  if  yon  find  Turkish  colors  on  a  ship  that 
liaa  the  namfrof  the  ^arah  Ann,  of  New  York,** 
on  her  stem,  yon  have  no  right  to  visit  her.  Bat 
take  the  other  ground;  and  if  the  commander  of 
one  of  yoor  vessels  finds  the  name  of  the  Sarah 
Ann,  of  New  York-— or  of  Baltimore,  if  yon  please-^ 
on  a  pirate,  no  flag  will  protect  her. 

Everybody  knew  that  at  this  day  the  A^g  was 
no  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  vessel.  Yes* 
aels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade  woald  know  very 
well  where  the  American  craisers  and  British 
eroisers  were;  and  when  tbey  came  in  sight  of  the 
former,  woald  hoist  some  other  flag,  and  hoist  the 
American  flag  when  they  came  in  sight  of  the  lat- 
ter. It  woald  be  pertecily  idle  and  a  waste  of 
money  to  send  onr  sqoadion  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
unless  they  were  directed  to  visit  all  vessels  nnder 
the  American  flag,  and  asse.t  the  right  of  visit  as 
an  American  right.  It  was  said  that  the  right  of 
•eareh  was  found  in  the  law  of  nations  as  a  belli- 
gerent right;^and  that,  not  being  in  a  state  of  war, 
this  right  did  not  exist.  What  were  the  laws  of 
aationsi  Had  they  derived  their  force  from  the 
flcontentions  of  nations,  or  had  they  derived  it  from 
the  general  consent  cf  nations  in  amity?  Bot, 
framing  it  to  be  a  belligerent  right  only:  the 
United  States  had  declared  war  against  piracy,  and 
eonld  exercise  this  right  while  they  were  carrying 
on  that  war.  How  did  vessels  cf  war  act  in  casea 
of  piracy?  Had  they  not  the  right  to  board  vessels 
aaspected  to  be  piratical?  and  was  not  the 
United  States  at  war  with  those  who  were  pirates? 
Bat  again:  Was  the  Honse  aware  of  the  fact,  that 
this  right  had  been  aniformly  exercised  by  oar 
ships  of  war?  Oar  Fqnadrons  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, engaged  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade,  had  al- 
ways exercised  this  right;  and  so  had  onr  craisers 
in  the  West  Indies  while  searching  for  pirates. 
He  woald  maintain  the  right  to  visit  these  vessels 
at  all  hazards,  otherwise  car  own  seas  would  be 
oovered  with  pirates.  If  we  refased  ttia  right,  what 
would  be  thooght  of  us  in  Europe?  All  Europe 
was  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade; 
and  could  we  say  to  the  British  that  they  should 
not  board  our  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  aaeertain- 
ing,  not  whether  they  were  American,  but  whether 
they  were  British?  All  distinction  was  lost  in  the 
assertion  that  there  was  any  analogy  between  the 
right  of  visitation  and  the  right  of  search.  The 
right  of  visit  was  not  only  essential  to  the  pro- 
tection and  preservation  of  a  lawful  commerce,  as 
well  as  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  hot  we 
could  not  stand  before  ihe  worid  without  conce- 
ding it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  to  reply  to  some  observations 
mide  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  which  he 
deemed  a  reflection  on  the  States  of  Massadia  • 
setts  and  Maine;  and,  afer  speaking  a  few  min- 
utesy  the  Chairman  announced  that  the  time  lim- 
ited for  the  debate  on  this  bill  had  expired. 


Mr.  GUSHING  then  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank 
in  the  bill  with  the  sum  cf  |217,7d8. 

Mr.  BRIGG9  moved  a  nodiflcation,  so  as  to 
specify  the  proportion  of  that  sum  to  be  paid  to  each 
of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine. 

Mr.  GUSHING  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  strike  out  the 
section  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  f  quad- 
ron  on  the  African  coast. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
section  appropriating  f300,000  to  Maine  aad  Mas- 
sachusettF. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  EvBRKTT^  amendment  being  in  order- 
Mr.  A  Y.  BROWN  asked  for  telleta,  and  Messrs. 
TiLLiiiOHAST  and  Roosevxlt  were  appointed.  The 
amendment  was  negatived:  S9  voting  in  the  afilr- 
mative,  and  105  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Honfe;  aad  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed;  and,  on  the  qaestinn  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeas  and 

nays;  which  being  ordered,   result — yeas  137, 

nays  40,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.   Adams,  Allen,  Sbertock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 

»r,  Barnard, 


Dold,  Arrington,  Aycrin,  Baker, 

Boiden, 


BkUack,  Biidseye, 
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Blair,  Boardmao,  Boiden,  Botta,  Bowne,  Brimi,  Bronson, 
WilHam  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Patrick  U.  Caldwell, 
Calhotio.  John  Camp)>ell,  William  B.  Campl)ell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Carr,  Chapman,  Ctulda,  Chiitenden, 
Clinton,  Coirs,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Craw- 
ford, Cron.  Cashing,  Daniel,  Garrett  DaTis,  Richard  D.  DaTJs, 
Deberry,  Doig,  Everett^esMnden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Pomance,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry,-  Gid- 
dings,  Patrick  G.  Goode^WilUam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Granger,  Hall,  Harris,  Henry,  Holmes,  Hoack,  Howard,  Hn- 
bard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Joseph  R.  Ingevsoll,  James  Irrin, 
William  W.  Irwio,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Unn.  Liulefield, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mallory,  Alfreo  Marshall, 
Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Maihiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Moigan,  Morrow,  OliTer,  Osborne,  Owsley, 
Parmenter,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Powell,  Proffli,  Ram- 
sey, Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rancher,  Ridgway,  Riggs, 
Rodney,  Rooeevelc,  William  Russell,  J.  M.  Rtmell,  Salton* 
sull,  Saunders,  Bewell,  Bhepperd,  Blade,  Bunly,  Siokely, 
Strattoo,  A.  H.  H.  tkuart.  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Samter, 
Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tlllinghast,  Toland,  Trip* 
lelt,  Troiti,  TrumbuU.  UnderwoodJVan  Bnren,  WariWat. 
terson,  Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joeeph  L.  White, 
Thosaas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  HTWilliams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Winthrep,  Wise,  and  Yorke-137. 

NATi^— MeMTs.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beeson, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Casey,  Cra* 
▼ens,  Dran,  John  C.  Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  Gil. 
mer,  Hopldns,  Houston,  Charles  J.  IngersolU  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  Marchand,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Mil- 
ler.  Newhard,  Payne,  Rayner,  lUdins,  Reynolds,  Shaw, 
Shields,  Steenrod,  Jacob  Thompson,  and  Tumey~40. 

The  bill  was  the refore  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Maine  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the 
prerioos  qeesiion  on  the  motion. 

The  previoas  qaestion  was  sostained;  and  the  re- 
consideration pat,  and  lost. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  the  Honae  ad« 
jparn.  v 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  inqaired  whether  this  was  not  the 
last  day  bill*  conld  be  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was,  unless  the 
Honse  should  suspend  its  rules. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
en  the  motion  to  adjourn;  but  they  were  not  oirder* 
ed. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Baioos  and  Wkllxr)  were  or- 
dered on  the  motion,  who  reported«-ayes  95,  noes 
not  coanted. 

So  the  House,  at  a  quarter  pa«t  5  o'clock,  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 
WiDMXsDAT,  March  1, 1843. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals^  reported  back  to  the  Senate  the  bill 
No.  47,  heretofore  referred  to  that  committee, 
granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal,  with  a  recommendation  by 
the  committee  in  favor  of  its  passage* 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  SenmU  and  Htmee  of  BepreeentO' 
tinea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Oen^eeeaeeenMed^ 
That,  in  addition  to  the  lands  heretofore  cranted  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  asslstine  in  the  constniction  of  the 
niinois  and  Bflcnigan  Canal,  there  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said 
State  the  farther  qoantity  of  four  hundred  and  seveD9>eight 
thouisod  five  hundred  and  seTanty*«^t  acres,  to  aid  in  uie 
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quarter  sections^  from  any  of  the  unreeerred  landb  bekimjny 
to  the  United  Stales  wHhin  the  limits  of  the  said  8cM»:  im- 
videdi  That  such  selection  shall  be  made  under  tliediiaedonof 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  shsS 
not  extend  to  any  lands  to  which  the  right  of  pi»wnptiOo  may 
attach  under  the  existing  lawspf  Congress 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pemona, 
made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  following  House  bills, 

TVZ.U 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Brerly; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Schayler. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Cosdmitiee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  proTiding  for  the  sale  (tf 
certain  lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Blidiigan, 
ceded  by  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indiaaa,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Honse  entitled  "An  act 
explanatory  of  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act 
titled  ^An  act  granting  preemption  rights  to 
tiers  on  the  public  lands,'  approved  Jane  9S,  1838,** 
reported  the  same  back  without  amendment,  Mr. 
S.,  said  there  were  other  bills  on  the  file  ccntaioing 
precisely  the  same  matter.  The  con^mittee,  fSere^ 
fore,  had  not  thooght  it  necessary  to  recommend 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  He  hoped  the  odier  bills 
alluded  to  would  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

The  resolution  which  was  submitted  on  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Walker,  calling  opon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  the  whole  operations  of 
the  landed  system,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  m 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
Hoose  for  the  relief  of  Ruth  Mathio*. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rvp- 
resematiyes  of  Robert  A.  Kelly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  Smate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  House  bills  on  the  calen- 
dar; when 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lloyd  J.  Bryan,"  was  taken  op,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  and  it  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  following  House  bills  were  then  conddered 
at  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  finally  passed, 
Tiz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsay. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  lo  es- 
tablish the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  Stale  of 
Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  into  the  Ur  ion  upon  the  conditions 
therein  expressed." 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Javins. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Major  General  Baron  De 
Kalb,  deceased,*^  was  taken  np,  as  in  eonEumitiee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarkt  against  its 
psssage. 

Mr.  PHELPS  stated  that  the  bill  had  been  le* 
jected  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session;  bnt  it  was 
again  passed  by  the  House  this  aeasioa,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revoluiioiiary  Claims. 
That  committee  did  not  know  what  other  eovrse 
to  uke,  than  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  submit  it  to  its  decision.  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  la* 
dividually  opposed  to  the  claim.  He  moTed  that 
it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Tbe  question  was  put  on  this  motion,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  afilrmaiive. 

House  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  ihe 
heirs,  or  the  assignees  of  the  heirs,  of  Isaac  Todd 
and  James  McGill,**  was  taken  np  as  in  oommiMss 
of  the  whole,  on  an  amendment  from  the  Commil- 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  (bat  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the 
tion  of 


coffansmoHAL  globs. 
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Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiaoa,,  who  made  some  re* 
inarlB  on  the  principle  inyotred  in  it.  He  main- 
tained thai  h  wonld  be  to  the  interest  of  all  parties 
to  pass  the  bill  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

M^rs.  KINQ  and  TAPPAN  nrade  some  re- 
inarks  in  opposition,  and  Messrs.  PORTER,  HEN- 
DERSON, and  BATES  in  favor  of  the  bill;  wh^n 

Mr.  TAPP AN  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  tlie 
bOl  on  the  table,  and  on  that  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Th^  qaesiion  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
jimtivfr— yeas  13,  nays  24. 

Itie  bill  was  still  farther  debated  by  Messrs. 
YOTOO,  BENTON.  HENDERSON,  TAPPAN, 
XING,  McROBBRTS,  and  MeDUFPIB  in  oppo- 
sition to,  and  by  Messrs.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
WOODBRIDQB,  and  LINN,  in  favor  of,  its  pas- . 

sage. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
UU  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  Mbe  question 
now  being,  ''Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  foir  a  third 
leadingr* 

Mr.  BicROBERTS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  qnesUon  was  then  pot,  and  decided  in  the  af* 
lirmative,  yeas  21,  nays  13. 

BCr.  BERRIEN,  fromi  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
didaiy,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
wUh  a  recommendation  thatitdopa7S,the  bill  from 
the  House  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
enit  and  district  conris  for  the  eastern  district  of 
Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  the  above  bill  was  taken 
op  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  for  consideration; 
when 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing an  additional  section,  repealing  the  act  ap- 
proved 9<h  June,  1842,  amendatory  of  the  act  of 
lOth  March,  1838,  chainging  the  time  of  holding 
theeiieait  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  this  proposition  was  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  that  committee 
was  nnable  as  yet  to  concur  in  the  repeal  of  that 
law.  He  trnsted,  however,  that  this  bill  would  not 
be  eoenmbered  with  a  debatable  question,  which 
the  Smator  froni  Ohio  desired. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  the  bill  for  this 
pirpoaebad  not  l>een  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Comodltee,  and  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  nnder 
hMtni€tion  from  the  Lrgislature  of  bis  State,  to 
pnss  the  repeal  of  the  law  alluded  to. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  the  resolutions  to  whibh  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  had  alluded,  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  that  law,  were  referred  to  .the  Judiciary 
Committee;  and  the  committee  were  not  enabled  to 
eoncnr  on  the  propriety  of  its  repeal.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  wonld  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  The  necessity  which  caused  the 
change  oi  the  place  for  holding  the  courts  in  Ohio, 
did  not  now  exist;  for  the  bankrupt  law,  which  snper- 
indnced  that  necessity,  had  been  repealed.  The 
IiC^latore  of  his  State  had  instrncted  their  Sena- 
ton  to  vote  for  the  rep^'al  of  the  law.  He  hoped 
it  wonld  be  repealed.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  which  were  ordered;  and 
theqaestion  being  put  on  its  adoption,  it  was'de- 
eided  in  tlie  negative— yeas  16,  nays  21. 

The  bin  was  th^  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
tbirl  time  according  to  order,  and  passed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  from  the 
Boose  making  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  public  buildings  in  Florida. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
tfie  Judiciary,  repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  Captain  Zmizinger;  which  was  read,  and 
Ofdered  to'  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  re- 
cess, from  3  to  5  o'clock. 

%  Messrs.  BENTON  and  WOODBURY  opposed 
it. 

The  question  being  pnt  on  the  motion,  it  was  de- 
cided iB  the  negative — ayes  18,  noes  24. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Lewis,  and 
tl»  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Welch,  were 
lead  Uie  third  time,  and  passed. 


DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  (he  charters  of  the  District 
banks  for  ten  years  from  July,  1844,  came  up  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  TAPPA'N  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
on  the  ground  that,  if  passed  to  day,  it  coold  not 
go  to  the  House,  nnder  the  rule. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  Senators  would  not  waste 
time  npon  the  hill,  as  it  could  not  go  to  the  House, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  joint  rules,  unless  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate.  That  being 
the  case,  he  could  assure  Senators  on  the  other  side 
that  any  resolution  to  suspend  the  joint  rule  in 
which  this  bill  was  included,  would  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  now  submitted  a  qnestion  of  order, 
whether  the  bill  could  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  could  be  read  the  third  tipie 
and  passed  to-day;  but  could  not  be  sent  to  the 
other  House,  unless  by  a  suspension  of  the  joint 
rule  prohibiting  the  transmission,  within  three  days 
of  the  end  of  the  session,  of  original  bills  from 
one  House  to  the  other. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  such  being  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  withdrew  his  question  of  order,  and  moved 
to  lay  the  lull  on  the  table,  and  on  that  motion  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  than  taken  on  that  motion,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  27,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS— Metprt.  Allen,  BM;b7,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Linn,  McRobertt,  Smith  orCoDnecUcut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wilcox,  WUllams,  Woodburj,  Wrlgh^  and  Young 
—16. 

NaYS  Mewre.  Archer,  Barrow,  BiUea,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Gboate,  CU^ton,  Conrad,  CraAn,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evann. 
Graham,  Henderaon,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Miller,  Morehead,^ 
Phelps,  Porter,  BItml  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague 
Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge-^Sr. 

Mr.  BENTON  adverted  to  the  improper  course 
pursued,  in  bringing  forward  bills  of  this  character 
during  the  last  days  of  the  session.  The  bill  (Sen- 
ators  were  aware)  could  not  go  to  the  other  House. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  useless  waste  of  time  to  pass 
bills  to  no  purpose. 

The  question  now  being,  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  BENTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  thfe  question  being  put,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  26,  nays  17, 
as  follows: 

.YEAS^Meosre.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Chnate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton.  Graham,  Heoder* 
son,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Bjves,  Seyler,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague, 
Tallmadge,  and  Woodi>rklge— 26. 

NAYfiT-Meesrs.  Allen.  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun» 
King,  Linn,  McBuflte,  McRoberts,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stur* 
geon,  Tappan,  Wallcdr,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and 
,Young— 17. 

House  bill  entitled  *<An  act  (br  the  relief  of  Su- 
san Brum,'*  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
*  Naval  Affairs,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  refund  to  Massachu- 
setts the  tmlance  due  her  for  disbursements  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,*'  came  up  on  its 
third  reading.    It  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass?  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  WALKER  made  some  remarks  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  jibs  then  put,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote — ^ycas  27,  nays  19, 
viz: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Eraos,  Graham, 
neoderson,  Huntingtoot  Kerr,  BCanguro,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tall* 
madge,  White,  Williams,  and  Woodbridga  -27. 

NAYS— Messrs. AIlen^Baaby, Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McDuffie,  McRobens,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wallter,  Wilcox,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Young— 19. 

Mr  EVANS  moved  to  suspend  the  joint  rules, 
so  as  to  permit  the  above  bill,  the  District  bank 
bill,  and  two  private  bills  of  the  Senate,  to  be  sen\ 
to  the  other  House. 

Mr*' ALLEN  objected  lo  the  motion. 

The  CBAIR  decided  that,  objection  having  been 
made,  the  motion  could  not  be  entertained  to  day. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  that  it  wonld  be  suspended, 


to  permit  the  two  private  bills  to  be  sent   to  ihe 
House. 

Objection  was  made. 

The  House  bill  entitled  'An  acr  for  the  itfitt  of 
Asabel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee,  and  Lemuel  Lee,*'  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PHELPS  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
amendnokent,  and  showed  that  the  bill  should  pass 
as  It  came  frooil  the  House.. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  read 
the  third  time  according  to  order,  and  parsed. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  then 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Drysdi^le. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetman. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King.  ' 

An  act  for  ths  relief  of  John  F.  Wiley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nimblett. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Wetherell. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  Captain  William  Royall,  deceased,"  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  ad- 
verse report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  BATES,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, YOUNG,  BUCHANAN,  WOODBU- 
RY, and  PHELPS,  the  question  on  concuriiog  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  13,  noes  14.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  And  tbe  qnestion  being,  Shall  the  bill 
passi 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  t>eing  taken,  resulted  in 
the  negative — yeas  13;  nays  16. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Josiah  Westlake. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  ^ey  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy 
Wilson,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ley- 
tor's  children. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following; 
which,  after  a  few  reniarks  in  its  favor,  was  adopt- 
ed, via: 

Reaolvedf  That  or  the  charts  aad  maps  emanating  from  the 
Topographical  Bureau,  reported  to  Congresa  during  this  session, 
or  wmch  may  be  hereafter  rt»ort6d,  ana  ordered  to  be  engraved, 
there  shall  be  struck  off  fifty  additional  copies  for  tbe  use  of 
tlia  Topographical  Bureau. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Washington,  on  the  9(h 
of  Augist,  1843. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  the  papers  of  William  Walker  from  the 

files. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers 
of  the  late  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  was 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD  explained  the  propriety  of  this 
bill,  and  hoped  the  remaining  special  orders  would 
also  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  objectc'd,  on  the  gronnd  that 
the  Senate  bills  could  not  be  ^ent  to  the  Honte, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  roles.  He  moved  to 
postpone  the  special  orders,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
ceeding wiih  the  general  orders. 

Mr.  BAYARD  made  some  further  explanation 
in  favor  of  the  special  orders. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  urged  the  plrojiriety  of  pio- 
ceeding  with  the  general  orders. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  postponing  the  special 
orders,  and  taking  np  the  general  orders,  and 
decided  in  the   affirmative— ayes  24,   noes   not 

counted. 

The  general  orders  then  being  announced.  House 
bill  No.  696,  being  an  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph 
W.  Reckless,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  Ibis  bill  would  lead 
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to  diseitfuoH.    He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 
Vke  bill  WW  accordingly  Ikid  on  the  tftble. 
^1^  fpUowing  Hoose  bills  were  taken  op  as  in 
connftte^  of  tbe  wbole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
AiS^S,  lOicl'fiballjr  t>a98ed,  viit: 

)  bill  for  (lie  relief  of   Richard  Coke,  jr^ 

t  Ahders(;n,  imd  Qeoree  doaihall. 

[  m  M  th«  relief  of  Cbarles  B.  Hall  of  Cin- 

m  'Oil  for  tbe  Irelief  of  Samael  Lord. 

The  bill  gnjpplemeatal  to  tbe  act  of  34(h  BCay, 
t^fttt,  to  co&tione  a  copyright  to  Jobti  Rowletu 

Tbe  bill  for  ib^  relief  of  Jtme s  B.  SnUivan,  of 
^  coQtttV  of  Rapides,  in  tbe  State  of  Loaiutana, 
(ameoded,) 

Tt^e  t>in  for  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbnry, 
(viib  ame^idments.) 

Tbe  bill  to  transfer  to  the  trnstees  of  Ceatre 
College,  in  Kentaeky,  tbe  Uods  beretofore  granted 
to  tbe  KentQcky  Asylain  for  teacbing  tbe  Deaf  and 
Domb. 

Tbe  bin  for  t)ie  relief  of  Elward  Bartlett,  late 
CODSQI  of  tbe  United  States  at  Lima,  in  Pern. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  legal  representatires 
of  Daniel  Brent,  deceased,  late  eonsnl  of  tbe  Dni- 
M  States  at  Paris,  (wiib  amendment.) 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Alien  Rogers,  (amend- 

TOe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Benjamin  Troslow. 

Tbe  bill  to  cootinne  Id  force  tbe  act  for  the  pay* 
^Aent  of  horses  aad  orher  property  lost  in  tbe  mili- 
tary serrice  of  tbe  United  States,  (with  amend- 
ments.) 

Tbe  bill  for  tbeietiefof  Richard  Rosb. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Cbarles  Gh^rdon,  owner 
of  tbe  schooper  Two  SonF,  and  the  legal  represeni- 
tiiyea  of  tbe  crew  of  said  vessel. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  peters,  Moore,  Ot  Co., 
(with  amendment.) 

Tbe  bili  for  tbe  relief  of  Andrew  Fi»ber. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jonathan  Briiton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gale. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  S.  A  M.  Ricbif*. 

Tbe  bili  for  tbe  relief  of  Knott  Martin  and  Ar- 
nold Martin,  owners  of  tbe  fiibingv<cbooner  Only 
Son,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal  reprcsenta- 
fites  of  Lieat.  W.  S.  Eveletb. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Philander 
taith  and  James  Yonng. 

The  bUl  to  set  aside  certain  reservations  of  lands, 
on  acooant  of  live  oak,  in  tbe  southeastern  district 
ot  Looiaiana. 

Tbe  joint  reaolation  directing  certain  papers,  re- 
lating 10  titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana,  to  be  teturn- 
cd  to  tbe  General  Land  Office. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Garret  Yliet,  (as  amend- 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Gray. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  vCharles  Waldron. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  A.  Wlnslow. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

The  bill  to  provide  in  certain  cases  for  tbe  sale 
of  real  estate  of  infants  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Gorham  A.  Worth,  one 
of  tbe  sureties  of  Samuel  Edmonds,  deceiased. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  pension  to  Nancy  Wil- 
liams, the  widow  of  David  Williams,  who  was  one 
of  tbe  captors  of  Major  Andre. 

Joint  resolution  relating  to  patents  for  bounty 
lands,  (with  an  amendment.) 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  of 
<be  port  of  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

[Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  amend  this  bill,  so  as 
m  limit  the  redaction  of  the  salary  to  |500,  instead 
of  j^2$0;  but  it  was  disagreed  to.] 

Tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Emmerson. 

Tbe  bill  for  tberelief  of  Jeremiah  Kimball,  (with 
aikiendments.) 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Elizabeth  Gresbam,  the 
widow  of  George  Gresbam. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Elizabeth  Towers. 
.  The  bill  to  fit  the  compensation  of  tbe  Com- 
idMoner  of  Pu*blie  Bulldiags  was  passed  with  an 
MMpdmuit. 

Tbi  m  tor  the  nM  of  John  Wolfendeh. 


The  following  bills  from  tbe  House  were  taken 
tip  as  in  commJUee  of  tbe  whole,  and  Uid  on  tbe 
tkble,  viz: 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Alexander  H.  Everett. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  A.  Smith. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Gkorge  B.  Johnson. 

This  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  much  dls- 
tjBsion. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Boose  were  then 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ibdcfi- 
nitely  postponed^  viz: 

Tbe  bill  for Ibe  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.Tuck. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  Neely. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farabam. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Lomaz. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angos. 

-The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Brown. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Codhook,  of  Bine  Hill,  Maine. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of^  Levi  Eldredge  and 
others. 

Tbe  bill   for  the  relief  <^{  the  owners  of  the 
schooner  Three  Brothers. 
^  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  Hie  fisbin^'scbooner  Credit,  and  the  master  and 
erew  of  said  vessel. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abaer  Lowell  and 
others,  owners  of  tbe  fishing  schooner  William. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bllery,  owner 
of  tbe  fishing-schooners  'Sevo  and  Ida,  both  of 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  H.  Rossell,  and 
others,  as  owners,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing- 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Mary  Broadstreet,  Amos 
Tappan,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker,  jr., 
and  others,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Union, 
of  Dennis  Massachusetts. 

The  bill  {or  the  relief  of  Jothua  Knowles,  jr., 
and  others,  owners  and  crew  of  t*.e  fishing-schooner 
Garnet. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Teackle  Savage,  ad- 
ministrator of  Bolitha  Lnws. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Francis  Pelllcrr. 

The  b'll  for  the  relief  of  William  Patterson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Ejizabetb  Whi'eman. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sampson  Brown. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Marjr  Barry,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Thomas  Barry. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Prudence  Conch. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mann. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Elder. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jane  Hftagniro,  widow 
of  Major  Thomas  Mageire,  deceased. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Mastertan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leah  Tennre. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Preeaaaa. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Watson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ghwrge  Hommill. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  George  P.  PoUen  and 
Robert  Colgate. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  8.  Morris  Wain. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Major 
Thomas  Harrison  was  taken  np  i|s  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and  after  a  lona  discussion,  in  which 
Messrs.  DAYTON,  WALKER,  CALHOUN, 
BATES,  BENTON,  SEYI  BR,  SIMMONS,  and 
ALLEN,  participated. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed— yeaa  18, 
nays  15. . 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  (torn  tbe  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  tbe  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhonu,  re- 
ported the  result  of  that  conference,  in  the  form  of 
a  substitute  for  the  amendments  disagreed  to;  which 
snbstitnte  was  adopted  by  the.  Senate,  allowing 
nothing  for  consequential  damages,  but  |1$,900 
in  full  satisfaction  for  all  claim  against  the^Gov- 
emment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  proceed  (o  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriation  to  satisfy 
the  stipulations  of  the  Asbbnrton  treaty. 
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Mr.  BENTON  said  tbatbill  coipi  ,f>e 
of  to-morrow.    He  therefore  movdl  an      ^ 
ment;  which  inotion  was  disagreed  to  on  yeaa 
nays— yeas  7,  nays  31.  .^  - 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Weaver  aM 
Jacob  Hejfberger,  sureties  of  the  Norristo«9^^w 
Yalley  Railroad  Company,  was  taken  tip  asm 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  brn^- 
ina,  as  an  additional  section  thereto,  tlie,  viffHt 
bill  tu  remit  duties  on  railroad  iron,  on  certiin  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved,  that  the  bill  be  pnaie4 
over  informally;  for  be  bad  no  doubt  thai  ^ 
amendment  proposed  would  lead  to  debi^te. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  bill  woad^ho 
passed  over.  He  thought  that  tbe  Senate  >s<(^nJUi 
readily  see  the  improprieiy  of  amending  A-Pj 
bill,  which  was  just  in  itself,  bv  a  generki  blfl  M^* 
volvin^.a  great  principle,  and  which  wo||]d  ra^^ 
a  great  deal  c  f  discussica  before  It  codlU  be  2b- 
p<Med  of. 

Mr.  PORTER  made  some  reinirl»  ih  ft 
tion  of  bis  course,  and  on  the  propriet^f  of 
this  bill,  which  merely  gave  funber  tiine  to 
railroad  companies  to  import  railroad  htm  frJaaoT 
duty.  He  thought  it  was  gernl^ade  to  tbe  bill  ba« 
fore  the  Senate.  Re  hoped  the  Senate  woiild  t^e 
a  votenpon  it,  and  indulge  him  with  tbe  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  that  tbe  bill  was  analogooa 
to  the  bill  which  was  propo^ed  to  be  amended; 
and,  if  it  was  passed,  would  tend  to  cheapen  iha 
transportation  of  the  mail  on  railroads. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  vain  and  nagatory 
to  seiKl  such  a  bill  to  tbe  Honscf,  when  it  Was 
known  that  that  body  bad  rejected  the  bill  to  remit 
duties  in  favor  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  CiMn- 
pany. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  ARCHER  suggested 
that  tbe  bill  should  be  passed  over  informaOy. 
This  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senaie. 

Tbe  bill  in  relation  to  the  ezempUficatfon  of 
tbe  records  of  land  pateiits,  and  oiher  evideaccs 
of  title,  and  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  ''An 
act  to  reorganise  the  General  Land  Office,**  waa 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  aoa 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  PnUib  Lalids, 
preposisg  (as  it  was  understood  by  the  reponar)ao 
transfer  Uie  duties  now  performed  by  the  wnnuuf 
to  thePre^ident,  in  signii^  patent*,  to  the  Recorder 
to  the  Land  Office.  This  amendment  led  to  dia* 
cossion,  in  which  Messrs.  McROBBBTB  amd 
WA  LKER  participated  in  opposition  to  the  aaead* 
ment,  and  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  in  favor  of  it. 
Tbe  bill  was,  however,  passed  over  iaforaal^r  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolo- 
tiop;  which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  nnder  the 
mle,  viz: 

iU$olved^  That  the  PretldeDt  of  the  United  Btatasj^oMio 
W  invMtlgated  by  the  jndgM  of  tbe  eaperlor  ecmu  of  novlflg 
tatbelr  reepectWe  (Aanrieit,  all  lotMt  of  propMty  — fltneilSy 
th§  inhabitaou  of  said  Territory,  io  coMeqmace  ^ftMkm- 
note  bosUlitiea  since  the  eoromencenMQi  tboreol,  in  dM  year 
1886;  and  that  the  tesUmofiy  aiid  opiflione  of  saMrnqgaa  In  i    ^ 


bt  reported  to  thie 
anir  expeoaea  attending 
paid  by,  the  aaid  Territory 


the  tesumofiY  aiid  opimone  of  saMhiqgM  in  aoefe 
ted  to  thie  body  when  completed:  PrfHimJ^  Hm 
attending  the  inveaUgaUon  be  piovktod  fee,  aoi 
id  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  gave  notioe  thatheekmld, 
on  to* morrow,  move  the  Senate,  at  the  boor  of  two 
o*c!ock,  to  proceed  to  tbe  consideration  of  ozeeniive 
business.  ' 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  on  leave,  introdocad  a  joiot 
resotniion  to  aniborize  tbe  translation  of  a  pamph- 
let in  tbe  Navy  Department,  on  tbe  cultnre  and 
preparation  of  hemp;  which  was  read  twire. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  this  pamphlet  (which  was 
in  the  Russian  language)  was  upon  a  subject  ol 
great  interest  to  tbe  people  of  Kentneky;  and  ask- 
ed that  tbe  resolution  might  now  be  pa^ed. 

Mr.  WRIQHTdid  not  object  to  sneh.eonne, 
but  thouabt  that.  Congress  having  provided  agents 
to  go  to  Kentneky  and  inspect  and  purchase  hempi 
it  was  as  little  as  the  great  bemp-growiog  intei- 
est  conld  do  to  pay  the  »mall  sum  which  wonld  be 
required  to  pay  for  translating  this  pampbU^L 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  objected  to  its  conmdAiallaii; 
when. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  dlllHONB; 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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BUU8C  VF  KE rR iSoBn TA aI t SO. 

WiOMxtOiT,  Bftareh  1, 1843. 
B^H^Mtiei  tbismomm^at  lOo^o^lff 
liriirBBTraoOK  pire senfed  the  petition  of  eiti* 
of  Manch  Cbook,  PennsjIyaDia,  for  the  ftotif- 
|l4t  4M(KOOO,O60  nf  8toeir,  to  be  distirib«teA  among 
aHRftM  and  Territories,  and  Distiiet  of  Geltfm- 
bia* 

AMOe  KBNDALL. 
Mr.  LITTLBFIELD  presented  to  the  -House 
tbb  'Mowin^f  tesoIntioDa  of    the  Legislature  of 
llaill^ 

lleMved,  That  while  h  \m  the  duty  of  a  fl-ee  OuvemmeDr  to 
MMAC  '*»  PIM>P<«  fto<»  MiMttoe  aoi  oppreeaion,  it  la  ailrio 
hM04  W«oet»iP  end  ^elaBdlia  officeia  aodi«eota  iu  anhoo^ac, 
lynBf  tM  ififfia  diacbanre  of  ibelr  dotiea  and  trusta.  That  while 
inVftttCwinentortbeBiwaahould  be  Tialted  with  merited  ptm- 
tliiBWfl  Mpnufcn  nf  li|jQriaa4naurrad  in  the  cooaoiaiidoua  aod 
impai#l  peffoDonaaco  of  their  officii  fuoctiona  abould  be 
pMmMahQ  complete. 

TMdtvtdf  That,  in  thoezecntionof  hi«d«tieaYw  Poataaacer 
1)tnlni  of  Om  Uoiieil  ficatea^  the  boaoraUe  Aidob  KamUl 
^ldnoi4  not  oolv  taJeota  of  the  higheat  orders  but  anaweniqg 
aiiottJm4fchM«>Ietote^t7;  exalted  and  diaintereated  patriot* 
M  smr-mif  fnduatry  aad  seal  for  the  public  weal;  and 
tmm\W$i  vaiAfiilMaa  of  petulatora  aad  awiadlaaa,  whieh 
have  nerer  been  aurpaaaed  id  the  hiatory  of  the  OoTemmeoi, 
aod  entltla  hhn'  to  the  ghkiitode  of  the  nation. 

AitffffeAThM  i^naiatiog  what  he-deemedto  be  an  on- 
Imi  and  exorbitant  claim  upon  the  Poet  Office  DepaniMnt, 
lor  yrakh  be  iv  noir  inearcerated  wtthhi  the  Jail  limitaof^ 
dt«  of  Waahington,  Mr.  Kendall  acted  wMia  eingle  rfe  to  ibe 
pM^gV^i  aad  «nA«<l«op  fonaa  of  an  Imperative  6mj  aa  a 
poblie  aerrant. 

Rmoi9§dt  That  the  rank  injiiatiee  ef  aolTering  a  pnblic  aer- 
'    iaieitorioi»,fdhi  ^pteoed  hi  dUMiice*Hiiot  for  anj 
»  PC  miecoa^t)  but  on  acoooat  of  bia  fldeUty  to  tJiie 
Jent— 4a  a  atain  upOn  (be  national  honor,  which,  aa  Cur 
li  iMAijr^  doA»try  OoDgreaa,  ahoold  be  apeedilr  eraaed. 

ffiJMmi  Tbatow0aaaf«a«ia  Ooagieavbe  iovMCted^  aad 
OUJ|MneaDtaiiMaieqaaKedi  to  exert  all  Ihir  aad  honofable 
ribni  to  have  th^judgmeni  on  which  the  Hon.  Amoa  KeiutaUl 
li  ao«r  IttprlMMMd,  for  wkhboldiof  hie  efficial  aanetloo  t»  the 
<Makof4Mcktan4;  Scokea  oo  the  Poet  Odioe  DepartaMot, 
OUttUfdbj  the  Treaaurer  of  the  United  State8;'and  alao  to  have 
ttttiOD  Kendall  allowed  and  paid,  flrom  the  public  treasury, 
the  coaia  and  expenaea  hicurred  by  him  in  defcHadlng  the  aafc  af 
m  I|||d4iocktoo  db  Stokea  agaioat  Um»  together  wTta  aooh  fur- 
ther aa«L  for  damagea,  by  reaaon  of  aaid  auit  and  ipapriaoomeDt, 
t^  May  be  a  fun  remuneration  therefor. 

ImtHe^,  That  aeopyoftheae  veaolotioM  be  tranamitiad, 
if  jJia€ova«M>ri  to  each  of  the  Senatora  and  Repreafiniativea 
laGSqpgreai  from  this  State,  and  to  thePrealdent  of  the  Senate 
aM  Skater  of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  Ihiited 


la  TaaBaaaaaaBapnoMULTivia,  February  96^  liia 

Baadkaad  paMod. 

DAVm  DUNN,  Spe«itr. 

In  BaM4xa»  Febraaiy  21, 1843. 

aaadi  aod  oaapad* 

^^       ^^  BOWAKD  KAVANAGH,  Prea^dwr. 

Fabroary  81, 1843.    Appioved: 

JOHN  PAIRFIEUX 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Near  York  also  presented  reso- 
latibns  of  the  l^gislatnre  of  New  Tork»  instructing 
the  flsnaiors  and  reqaesting  the  Representatives 
firoai  that  State  in  the  Oongress  of  the  United  States, 
10  use  their  exertions  to  procure,  if  possible,  at  the 
peasant  session  of  Congress,  the  passace  of  a  law 
^rdj  leHeTing  Amof  Kendall  from  all  and  everj 
peisonal  responsibility  and  damsge  in  eonsrqoenoe 
of  a  certain  judgment  against  him  in  faror  of 
CItoekton  db  8ioki«,  for  certain  of  his  otBeial  acta 
irhne  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States.  The 
icsolaiion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BARNARD,  the  follow- 
ing resolatfion  was  adopted: 

Jtoehwi;  Than  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reqaeated  to  cauae 
aylaa  aod  asiimaiaa  to  bo  prepared  at  the  lopofraphkal  bo» 
laMW  or  e^MTwiao  within  hie  doparunoat,  aod  laid  before  Gqa- 
gviaa  at  the  next  aeaaioo,  for  a  room  or  apartment  in  the  Capi* 
i^orfo  be  added  thered^  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the 

^^^vv^Mij^apV'aFa   aa^^v  AA^aaB^^v  ^^^h  Aw^va^a^^^^^^eaeaaaa^^^^ae 

Ut.  BARNARD  alao  presented  a  ooasmaniaa- 
tIcNi  irom  the  atuhoritita  of  the  city  of  Albtay,  in 
rMoA  to  the  eondiiion  of  the  navigatioB  of  tha 
HtidsoB  riter. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  a  oommittea,  re- 
ponsd  Smate  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the 
Dtata  of  Maine,  a  port  of  deliTery. 

M#.  BIRDSBYB,  f^rom  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
▼ate  Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  OMA 
Ibd  petition  of  Blien  Daaal,  in  behalf  of  bar  fata 
Imsbiuia,  B.  W.  DaTal;  which  was  laid  on  tke 
Mia; 

Mr<  OHILDSy  fWmi  tha  Committee  en  Com- 
m«a»»  feportad  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
HMfca,  of  llaltimoi«(  which  was  read  twie^,  and 
stMAittfed. 

fflZNATB  BILLS. 

Tha  faltowiag'billa  litMB  tha  Senate  were  laad 
ti»M|  ifti  til afiadi 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch. 

An  act  declaring  Robbintion,  in  the  Smte  of 
Miina,  to  be  a  port  of  entry. 

An  act  CO  settle  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island, 
in  the  river  Delaware. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompson, 
widow  of  the  late  Lien  tenant  Colonel  Thompson, 
of  the  army  of  the  tlnited  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Polereesky. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  O.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  (Vom  the  Committee  on  the 
PatbHe  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  to  apply  certain  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  pnbiie  domain  toward  the  com* 
pletion  of  works  of  internal  improvement  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  porposes,**  report* 
ed  the  same  wTthont  amendment. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Hoase  took  op  the  bill  entitled  "Aa  act 
making  appropriations  for  fnlfilliag  treaty  siipa- 
lations  with  the  various  Indian  iribes>  for  the 
half-Cltl«ndar  year  b<*ginniog  the  1st  day  of  Jana- 
ary.and  endiitg  the  30ib  day  of  Jane,  1843;  and  for 
the  fifoal  year,  beaianing  i|ia  1st  day  of  Jaly,  1843, 
a^  endiJig  the  30Ui  day  of  June,  1844;**  whidi 
ha4  ^ma  Irom  tha  Senate  wiih  certain  amend- 
meBts«    The  amendments  were  concnrre d  in. 

BXBOUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONa 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
f^oofi  the  Secretary  of  the  Tl-easory,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resoiation  of  the  Honse  of 
the  9dtb  day  of  Jone,  1842,  a  report  respecting 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitnrf s  received  and  re- 
tained by  collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  rev* 
enne. 

'Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which,  with  the  docnments  accompanying  it,  fur- 
nish the  information  requested  by  the  resolntion  of 
the  )8!h  Pebmary,  which  called  for  any  corre- 
spondence between  the  representatives  of  foreign 
governments  and  the  United  States  in  relaiion  to 
the  operation  of  tha  present  tariff  laws  or  treaties 
axiaftog  with  foielga  government;. 

CLERKS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Honse  a  memo- 
rial from  Noah  Fletcher,  a  clerk  of  eighteen  yaara 
standing  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
who  hM  discharged  the  duties  of  engrossing  am) 
anrolling  clerk,  praying  for  an  inquiry,  by  a  select 
committee,  into  his  services,  that  he  may  re- 
ceive payment  for  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, Ac. 

Bir.  MaKBNNAN  moved  that  be  be  paid  for 
his  services  for  the  present  session;  aad  tliat  ha 
ba  cottlimied  in  the  employment  of  the  House. 

After  ft  few  words  from  Mr.  HOPKINS,  Mr. 
UNDERWOOD,  and  others, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Yfrginia  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  Thay 
were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  SAUND9R8  called  for  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays.    They  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Sanrfi  and  McKaifiiAa)  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  who  re- 
ported—ayes 34;  noes  88. 

So  the  House  refossd  to  lay  the  resolution  oti 
the  taMe. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHBR  rose,  and  inquired  wheth* 
er  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  dismissMatrtiew 
St.  dahrCtairke,  as  Clerk  of  the  HAise. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  no. 

Mr.  BABCOCK  called  for  a  division  of  thequas- 
tibn  on  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  part— by 
which  authority  is  given  to  pay  Mr.  Fletcher  for 
his  sarvicea  as  clerk  this  session,  {t  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeav  and  nays 
upon  the  second  division  of  the  resolution — bv 
wliich  authority  is  given  to  continue  the  said  clen 
(Fletcher)  in  office.    They  were  orderied. 

Oa  taking  tihe  vote,  the  result  was^ — ^yeaa  64, 
nayyCT. 
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tSk>  the  House  determined  that  Mr.~Noih  F|^ii6&er 
shall  not  be  continued  in  office. 

Mr.  SUMMER3  rose  and  moved  to  r^^cdbsid^ 
the  vote  jnst  taken,  and  took  the  ocQaaion  tomilm 
a  statement  in  reference  to  the  action'  of  the  ^^ 
of  the  Hoose  en  the  resolntiens  to  redttce  Ike  fom 
of  his  office.  In  the  course  of  his*rattayks,  be 
read  extracts  from'  the  depo^itioiM  of  one  of  tills 
clerks,  (Mr.  Fletcher,}  abd  one  of  the  m^ssebgera, 
(Mr.  Brown,)  showing  that  tbey  had  net^  dM 
tamed  out  ot  office. 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  made  a  stemement,  in  etpl^iatioB, 
in  behalf  of  the  Clerk;  afiler  which, 

Mr.  SUMMERS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KEIM  offered  a  resblation  th«t  Mr.  KiD|- 
man,  one  of  the  snpeneded  olerk'.  shouH  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  with  Mr.  Fletcher,  by  beiiMg 
paid  for  his  services  during  tha  sesstan;  whm 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PILLMORB,  the  bin  making 
appropriation  for  fortifieatioas,  as  ameiided  by  tlia 
Senate,  was  taken  up^  aod  the  amendmeiits  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  KINQ  of  (Georgia  mdved  to  take  up  the 
message  of  ihe  Senate  asking  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  ^Wo'H  uses 
to  the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  S.  Calhoun;  which  motion  was  agreed  td, 
and  a  committee  of  conference  was  ^ppofa^t^  oin 
the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WI8B.  the  Hotise  resolve^ 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbC|  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  MoClbluw,  bf  NeW  York, 
in  the  chair.) 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  (he  committee  take  up 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  natal  sft- 
vice  for  the  half  calendar  and  the  fiscal  yekr,  ter- 
minating on  the  aOih  of  June,  1844,  which  htd 
come  from  the  Senate,  with  some  amlendments. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee lake  up  the  two  joint  re.^lutions  introduced 
front  the  Library  Committee;  the  one  in  relation 
to  the  statue  of  Washmaton  by  Greencu|h,  and  ^ 
other  in  relation  to  Gordon^  Digest. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginta  wijto 
agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  aras  on6  by 
which  they  struck  out  the  provision  of  the  Hottti^, 
that  the  head  of  the  Bureau-  of  Provi^oits  aftd 
Clbthing  should  hereafter  be  a  captain  in  me  navy. 

Mr.  MALLORT  defended  the  provision  of  the 
Hoose  which  the  Senate  had  stricken  out;  and  c^* 
tended  that,  to  pay  a  civilian  while  so  mainy  cap- 
tains were  unemployed,  was  a  waste  of  expenm- 
tore  which  onght  to  be  retrenched. 

Mr.  BURNBLL  also  addressed  the  Bouse  on 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  also  defended  the  proviaion  of 
the  House,  and  contended  that  captains  in  the 
navy  were  better  adapted  for  the  office  in  question 
than  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  departments  at  Wash- 
ington. (Captains  in  the  navy  would  hive  mora 
sympathy  with  the  sailors,  and  take  better  care  tkiftt 
they  were  not  wronged. 

Mr.  KINQ  was  desirons  of  offering  an ,  amend- 
ment by  which  he  proposed  to  substitute  a  purser 
for  a  captain  as  the  head  of  this  bureau. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendmaot 
was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  committee  in  defence 
of  the  present  head  of  this  burefta;  and  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  to 
Mr.  Evans  of  the  Senate  on  that  sut^act. 

Some  conversation  took  place  upon  points  of  or^ 
der;  after  which, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  roae,  aad  ftddreseed  Ihe  com- 
mittee in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  contended  that  a  captain  was  a  proper 
oflicer  to  be  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  Boreau  of 
Blothing,  instead  of  a  civtlian,  as  Bf  r.  Qoldsbo- 
rough.  He  nrged  that,  by  employing  an  ottcer 
of  ^the  navy,  (and  there  were  many  "waiting  or- 
ders,") there  would  be  a  saving  of  #S,000  per 
annum  to  the  <3ovemment.  Thotigh  a  small  ^nm, 
he  thought  that  everything  should  be  saved  which 
it  wss  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  prevent  being 
ezpendad,  without  abaolme  injory  to  the  service. 
Mr.    McKKNNAN    hoped    that  gentlemen 
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woqM  confine  themseWes  sUictly  to  the  qaestion 
before  the  committee.  He  ibea  went  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  office  of 
head  of  the  Boreau  of  Prorisions  and  Clothing  in 
the  hapds  of  a  civilian*  The  duties  of  the  office 
shoald  be  filled  by  a  mercantile,  itnd  not  a  mili- 
tary man. 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  ut^ed  the  expediency 
and  economy  of  placing  the  office  in  the  hands  of 
an  officer  of  the  navy.  He  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man who  had  eulogized  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and 
said  that  all  the  abuses  in  the  department  grew  up 
under  the  administration  of  the  Navy  Board,  of 
which  Mr.  Goldsborough  was  the  secretary.  He 
preferred  to  have  a  purser  at  the  head  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Clothing;  but,  rather  than  have  a  civilian, 
at  additional  expense  to  the  Qovemment,  he  was 
willing  to  take  a  post-captain. 

Mr.  EVERETT  thought  that  the  House  had 
acted  unwisely  in  adopting  the  proviso,  and  that 
they  ought  now  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  He  thooght  a  greater  saving  would  be 
effected  by  retaining  in  this  office  a  man  of  busi- 
ness and  an  accountant,  rather  than  a  naval  cap- 
tain, than  the  whole  pay  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  QWIN  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  [Mr.  Wi8B»] 
whether  Mr.  Gbldsborough  contracted  for  the  fuel 
used  by  the  steam-ships  that  have  been  laid  up, 
owing  to  the  enormous  expenses  incurred  in  keep- 
ing  them  afloat. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  notknow.  He  supposed 
not. 

Mr.  QWIN  was  anxious  to  aaeertain  this  fact, 
and  who  was  responsible  for  these  contracts;  for 
he  believed  that  outrageous  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted in  supplying  this  fuel.  He  had  offered  a 
resolution,  six  or  seven  weeks  ago,  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  information  in 
regard  to  these  contracts  and  purchases.  That 
resolution  remains  unanswered  to  this  day.  He 
thought  the  Secretary  would  be  more  appropriately 
employed  in  giving  the  House  important  informa- 
tion thus  called  for,  instead  of  reading  us  lectures 
on  our  legislative  action.  He  must  say  that  the 
letter  just  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  in  which  the  Secretary  characterizes 
our  action  as  absurd,  was  impertinent— 4o  say  the 
least  of  it. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
mistaken  in  his  construction  of  the  Secretary's  re- 
marks. He  would  read  what  he  had  said,  and  let 
the  House  decide  whether  the  gentleman  had  done 
the  Secretary  justice. 

Mr.  QWIN  said  that  the  committee  must  per- 
ceive, from  the  extract  of  the  lettei;read  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  that  he  had  done  the  Secre- 
tary no  injustice.  |He  says  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  a  captain  in  the  navy  can  perform  the  service 
now  required  of  Mr.  Qoldsboroqgh  by  virtoe  of 
his  office.  This  House  passed  a  proviso  to  this 
bill,  requiring  this  service  to  be  performed  by  a 
captain  of  the  navy;  and  hence  our  action  is  char- 
acterized by  the  Secretary  as  absurd.  He  was  not 
dispesed  to  silently  receive  lectures  from  any  de- 
partment of  the  GK>vemfflent  for  onr  action,  for 
which  we  are  responsible  to  the  eountry.  He  be- 
lieved this  proviso  was  proper  and  legitimate,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  adhere  to  it.  Theae 
duties,  he  believed,  were  now  performed  by  sub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  navy—samples  only  of  the 
article  te  be  bought  being  submitted  to  the  head  of 
the  bureau,  who  had  no  knowledge,  except  through 
these  officeis,  whether  the  article  proposed  to  be 
sold  corresponded  with  the  sample. 

He  hoped  that,  before  this  House  adjourned, 
an  answer  would  be  received  to  his  resolution,  sent 
to  ibe  Secretary  six  weeks  ago.  He  believed  that 
there  has  been  a  most  wasteful  expenditiue  of  the 
public  money  in  purchasing  fuel  for  these  steam- 
ships, and  he  hoped  the  Seoretary  would  not  with- 
hold the  information  asked  for. 

Mr.  WISE.  Where  were  these  purchases  made? 

Mr.  GWIN.  At  Pensacola;  where,  he  under- 
stood, fifteen  dollars  a  ton  had  been  paid  for  a 
large  aojount  of  coal  not  worth  five  dollars  per 
ton.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kiho] 
had  stated  to  this  House  that  this  coal  was  useless 
as  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  purchased.    He 


was  in  favor  of  putting  the  most  rigid  restrictions 
upon  the  expenditures  of  this  department,  which 
bad  swelled  to  such  an  enormous  amounL 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  be  would  appeal  to  the 
House  to  maintain  its  own  rights  against  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  or  anybody  else  that  would  say 
that  its  action  had  been  absurd.  He  moved  the 
proviso  which  the  Senate's  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out;  and,  if  time  was  allowed  hiin,  he  could 
demonstrate  that  the  notions  of  the  Secretary,  and 
not  his,  were  abeurd.  What  did  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  know  about  Bir.  GkHdsboroughl  He 
recollected  what  occurred  in  the  committee,  and 
the  proposition  of  the  department  to  make  an  ex* 
travagant  appropriation  for  this  bureau,  and  the 
committee's  cutting  it  down  to  f  17,000.  There 
was  no  place  in  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, for  Mr.  Gtoldsborough;  and  he  never  dream  < 
ed,  when  he  voted  for  it,  that  this  gentleman  would 
have  been  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  bureaux, 
tee  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McKbh- 
wan]  had  talked  about  the  mercantile  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Gbldsborottgh,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  va- 
rious and  complicated  accounts  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment. Now,  this  gentleman  came  to  the  com- 
mittee with  a  bundle  of  papers  to  show  that  th« 
Navy  Department  had  no  accounts  at  all.  Why 
all  this  eonfVision  in  the  accounts  of  the  depart- 
ment, abont  which  they  had  heard  so  much,  grew 
up  during  the  luiministratioa  of  this  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ough. What  did  they  now  seel  Why,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  at  the  different  stations,  pur- 
chasing provisions  and  clothing,  and  receiving 
their  orders  from  this  man,  lolling  at  his  ease  in 
one  of  the  highest  departments  of  the  Government 
here  at  Washington.  All  the  orders  to  officers  of 
the  navy  should  emanate  from  one  of  superior 
grade;  and  the  adherence  to  this  principle  was  one 
of  the  best  modes  of  keeping  up  discipline.  He 
had  no  idea,  as*one  of  the  Naval  Committee,  that 
this  gentleman  would  ever  have  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  a  bureau.  He  thought  a  captain  should 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  it;  and;  if  that  could  not  be 
done,  a  purser  would  do  as  well. 

Mr.  HOLMES  regretted  that,  upon  a  question 
whieb  concerned  one  of  the  most  important  branch- 
es of  oar  national  defence,  appeals  similar  to  that 
of  his  friend  from  Mississippi  and  his  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Messrsl  Gwni  and  MALLoav,]  should 
be  made  to  their  passions,  when  they  should  take 
counsel  of  their  reason.  He  called  upon  the 
House  not  to  be  influenced  by  appeals  such  as 
these.  Thfe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  a  logician, 
and  had,  in  his  letter,  merely  intended  what  was 
called  a  reduetU  ad  absurdum,  without  putting  it  in 
logical  form;  but,  at  the  same  time,  intend^  no 
offence  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  expresaed  the  opinion  that 
the  debate  was  continued  long  enough;  and  he 
rose  to  make  a  motion  >bat  the  committee  rise,  in 
order  that  he  might  rubmit  a  resolution  fixing  a 
time  on  which  the  debate  should  terminate.  Mr. 
McK.,  however,  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  KINO  of  Georgia,  at  whose  instance  the 
third  section  of  the  original  bill  was  read,  in  order 
to  bear  out  the  statement  he  had  made. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  did  not  object  to  the  motion  for 
the  committee  to  rise;  but  he  wished  some  part  of 
the  discussion  to  be  allotted  to  the  subject  of  the 
dry-docks  at  Brooklyn  and  Pensacola,  rather  than 
that  the  whole  titat  should  be  taken  up  in  discuss- 
ing these  two  appointments;  for,  after  all,  these 
abuses  could  not  be  remedial  by  legislation,  but 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  departments. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  renewed  liis  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBR60LL  endeavored  to  obtain 
the  floor;  but  the  Chair  decided  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  first  in  or- 
der. 

The  queiftion  was  then  taken  on  McKcnnam^s 
miotion,  and  it  was  negatived — ayes  54,  noes  74. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  as  follows:  *'lVoewled, 
That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  a  squadron  to  be  kept  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.*'  Mr.  I  said  that  this  amendment  was 
offered  for  the  pnrpoae^wbich  he  trusted  would  not 


be  denied  by  tiie  House — of  enabling  a  respeetabto 
and  considerable  minority  in  that  House  toexprese 
their  views  on  the  subject  of  that  part  of  the  late 
treaty  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  raised  the  point  of  ordei^  that 
the  amendment  had  no  relevance  to  the  proTiso  it 
proposed  to  amend. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amehdment  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr<  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  b«l  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  on  the  tim^  of  tlie 
House,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  some  oppor- 
tunity would  be  allowed  him  of  explaiaing  his 
views  in  relation  to  ibe  important  bill  that  waa 
passed  yesterday.  A  large  minority  had  been 
oompelled  to  vote  on  that^certainly  one  of  tbemoit 
important  questions  of  the  session,  without  the  op- 
portunity to  say  one  word  exoept  the  solitary  No. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  take  up  the  lime  of  the 
House  by  entering  at  length  into  the  subjeet;  but 
he  wished  merely,  in  vindication  of  bioiaeU^  aad 
those  who  thought  with  him,  to  explain  the  nmom 
why  he  could  not  approve  of  the  late  treatj. 

Mr.  WIS9  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  the  le- 
marks  of  the  gentleman  were  not  relevant  to  the 
subject  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  he  was  to  u- 
derstand  the  Chair  that,  on  a  naval  appropitttion 
bill,  and  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  not  in 
order  for  him  to  discuss  any  portion  of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  would  be  in  order  to 
discuss  any  part  of  the  bill,  but  not  to  diseoss  the 
treaty.  There  were  other  aniendments,  to  wlueb 
it  would  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  attach  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  STaNLT  offered  an  amendment,  providng 
that  all  provisions  and  clothing  of  every  kind  for 
the  navy  should  hereafter  be  furnished  by  contmet 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  after  advertisements  for  sealed 
proposals  in  the  public  papers,  dkc;  but,  at  the 
suggestion  of  several  gentlemen,  withdrew  the 
amendment,  with  the  intention  of  oieriDg  it  at 
another  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  bis  point  of  order  against  the 
admissibility  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stajilt;]  and,  afler  a 
few  words  from  Messrs.  WISE,  STANLY,  FI8- 
SENDEN,  and  others, 

Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  his  amendaaent. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for,  on  the  questioa  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate;  and 
Messrs.  Mallost  and  AnnaTON  were  appointed; 
and  they  reported  52  in  the  affirmative,  aiad  92  in 
the  negative. 

The  third,  foiuth,  and  fifth  amendments  of  the 
Senate  were  then  concurred  in. 

The  sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate  stmek  oat 
the  proviso  of  the  House,  by  which  it  was  reqairel 
that  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery  and  Medi- 
cine should  have  seen  a  certain  number  of  yeaia 
sea  service. 

Mr.  WISE  addtessed  the  committee  on  this 
amendment,  objecting  to  "legislating  men  o«t  of 
office;"  and  contending  that  «ea  service  was  loC 
the  best  sehool  to  fit  a  man  to  discharge  the  ditias 
of  the  head  of  this  bureau. 

Mr.  T.J.  YORKB,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Se- 
lect Committee  on  the  Expenditnree  of  the  Navy 
Department,  made  some  observations  (as  was  tut- 
derstood)  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Barton,  the  present  head 
of  the  Boreau  of  Surgery  and  Medicine,  of  whose 
worth  he  had  had  an  opportunity  to  form  an  opin- 
ion wbi^e  in  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  naember  of 
the  select  committee;  but  he  spoke  in  so  low  a  tois 
of  voice,  that  his  observations  were  not  distaeUy 
heard.  

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART  rose  and  stated  that  k 
was  due  to  Dr.  Barten  that  he  sboukl  explain  the 
result  of  the  investigation  which  he  had  made  lata 
the  expenditures  of  Dr.  Barton's  bureau.  Hs 
went  there,  having  no  acquaintance  with  him,  sad 
with  a  previous  prejudice  against  him,  which  was 
not  removed  by  the  Doctor's  eccentric  mnnnais. 
He  now  believed  that  he  was  a  good  officer,  and 
had  introduced  a  good  system.  He  referrediotbs 
abuses  which  existed  in  the  surgical  depwrtmentoC 
the  navy,  and  instanced  the  Florida  squadron,  com- 
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poted  of  fife  or  six  small  Tessete,  and  six  ban- 
drad  mm;  whieb,  dariog  ei^bt  months,  cost  (|3,076 
for  liquors  alone  for  the  aick.  For  filling  an  ice- 
bottse  with  one  hundred  tons  of  ice,  f  1,000  was 
paid;  |500  for  the  freight  of  the  ice,  and  (135  for 
the  chafi'  which  was  pnt  around  it,  to  keep  it  from 
meltiDg.  In  some  eases,  f4  a  gallon  was  paid  for 
mflk;  |l3  a  dozen  for  fowls.  For  sheep  for  the 
akk,  f  1,300  was  paid.  Not  a  dollar  appeared  as 
oediied  to  the  hospital  fund,  although  sireh  large 
expenditures  were  made  for  hospital  store?.  Dr. 
Barton^  system  removed  abuses.  His  liquor  cir* 
eaiar,  whkh  bad  offended  the  na?y  officers,  was 
tteiely  a  premonitory  circniar  posted  on  the  liquor 
easeib  telling  the  officers  to  use  the  liquors  with 
moderation.  Dr.  Barton  required  the  surgeons  to 
giferecejptsforall  stores  carried  to  sea,  and  ac- 
count for  them  in  the  proper  manner. 

He  eulogised  Dr.  Barton  at  some  length,  and 
eoBcloded  by  expressing  (he  hope  that  he  would  be 
retamed  as  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  naVal 
strriee,  and  as  a  man  whose  Tery  independence 
of  charaeterbad  made  him  enemiee. 

Mr.  raSSENDBN  opposed  the  amendment  of 
the  Ssnaie,  and  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  to  be 
nad,  a  portion  of  Dr.  Barton^i  report,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proTiog  that  his  style  was  unintelligible, 
and  without  meaning.  He  said  he  had  no  feeling 
against  Dr.  Barton,  nor  any  care  about  him — not 
ffen  being  acquainted  with  him  by  sight. 

After  some  further  remarks  f^om  Mr.  Fssszii- 


lOr.  MORGAN  addressed  the  committee  in  sup- 
Dortofihe  amendment  of  the  Senate,  audio  de« 
feaee  of  Dr.  Barton ,  whom  he  characterized  aa 
one  of  the  most  faithful  and  intelligent  officers  in 
the  service  of  the  OoTeinmtot.  'Ae  Doctor,  he 
said,  had  introduced  a  system  and  order  in  his  bu- 
reau, which  would  in  future  prevent  the  frauds  and 
abases  in  the  medical  department  which  had  been 
80  loudly  complained  of;  and  he  highly  commend* 
ed  the  gentleinan  for  the  facilities  be  had  afforded 
to  the  eomnuttee  in  ferreting  out  and  exposing  those 
aboses.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  bill  of  the  particu« 
lars  of  the  medicines  furnished  to  the  little  Florida 
squadron  under  the  command  of  Ljeut.  J.  T.  Mc- 
Laaghlin,  which  consumed,  in  eight  months,  one 
half  of  I  be  iaxge  appropriation  for  the  medical  ser- 
viee  of  the  navy  for  the  year— say  neatly  f  16,000. 
Among  these,  were  to  be  foiuid  six  bottles  of  cham- 
psgne,  |5;  (Champagne  for  the  sick!)  port  wine,  38 
galk.  and  4  bottles,  |338$  15  galls,  and  160  bottles 
of  madeira,  f356s  claret,  7  boxes  7  galls.,  |575; 
13  galls,  of  gin  and  14  jugs,  |55}  whiskey,  |33; 
Newark  cider,  |66;  brown  stout,  |348i  poner, 
ISSO;  aie,  §338;  bitters,  |1  50— making,  in  all, 
over  |3,000ior  liquor  salone,  for  only  eight  moniha. 
Such  were  the  facilities  afforded  by  Dr.  Barton  to 
the  committee,  that  they  were  able  to  expose  all 
those  abuses.  For  these  reasons,  he  should  vote 
for  the  coniinnance  of  this  officer;  and  he  thought 
thecenniij  indebted  to  him  for  the  reform  he  had 
introduced  in  his  department. 

Mr.  MALLDRT  made  some  reaMirks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  aaaendment,  and  in  censure  of  Dr. 
Barton;  and  read  one  of  his  oireutars  to  show  the 
esafuaed  and  imintelligible  manner  in  which  he 
wrote. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  and  produced  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Decatur,  in  which  Dr.  Barion*3  quali- 
fications were  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms. 

Mr.  JOa  R.  INQBRSOLL  made  a  few  re- 
marks testifying  to  the  high  qualities  of  Dr.  B.  as 
a  medical  man,  and  the  value  of  his  services. 

Mr.  FILLMQRE  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  offering  a  resolution  fixing 
on  a  time  for  taking  the  biH  out  of  committee; 
which  Bsoiion  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  eomnUttee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  offered  a  joint  resolution,  sna- 
pan^  tte  16tb  joint  rule,  which  prohibits  the 
sending  bills  from  one  House  to  the  other  on  the 
hat  three  days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  WELLBR  objected;  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

-  Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  it  was  indispensable 
that  the  rule  should  be  stispended,  in  order  to  pass 
several  bills. 

Mr.  WttJUKR  aaidy  that  whenever  the  pat dcu- 


lar  case  occorred,  in  which  it  became  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rule,  it  could  be  done  for  that  case. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  said  that  the  rule  requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  did  not  apply  to  the  16  h  joint 
role. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  was  true;  but  the  resolu- 
tion itself,  to  suspend  the  rule,  could  not  be  receiv- 
ed without  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  specify  the  bills  he  wished  to  suspend 
the  roles  for.  The  object  of  the  joint  rule  was  to 
prevent  hasty  and  imperfect  legislation;  and  if 
they  suspended  ihe  rule  indefinitely,  it  would  pro- 
duce the  letf  evil  the  16th  joint  rule  was  intended 
to  prevent. 

TheSPE4KBR  said  thaf,  by  a  reference  to  the 
precedents  on  this  subject,  he  found  that  a  majority 
only  was  necessary  to  suspend  this  joinc  rule. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  if  the  resolution  itself 
was  in  order,  without  a  suspension  of  the  rules  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not,  if  any 
gentleman  objected. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  he  objected  when  the 
resolution  was  first  offered. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  called  upon  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  say  for  the  transmission  of  what 
bills  he  wished  the  rule  suspended. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  impossible  to  say 
what  bills  the  House  might  pass  during  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  then  explained  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that,  as  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution was  objected  to,  it  would  require  a  majority 
of  two- thirds  to  get  it  before  the  House. 

Bfr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension,  nevierthe- 
less,  for  this  da?  only. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  ihey  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  89,  nays  70. 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  resolution  to  termi- 
nate det>ate  on  this  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
at  fifteen  minutes  past  3  o'clock. 

[Cries  of  **Oh,  say  3  o'clock.*'  It  was  now  ten 
minutes  to  3  o^lock.] 

The  resolution,  as  origiaally  proposed,  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  imo 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  R.  McClillav  in 
the  chair.) 

Mr.  GORDON  resumed  the  debate  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  by  observing  that,  some  days  ago,  he 
made  a  short  sp«ech  on  this  bill,  and  in  advocacy 
of  general  reforms  in  tbe  navy;  and  he  took  occa- 
sion to  charge  abuses  io  relation  to  the  stores 
of  ships;  but,  on  that  occasion,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  denied  that  there  were  any  such 
abnsea. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  he  had  done  so. 

Mr.  GORDON  congratulated  the  gentleman  on 
a  change  of  sentiment  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  he  had  changed  his 
ground. 

Mr.  GORDON  continbed,  and  commented  on 
the  convenient  manner  in  which  some  gentlemen 
one  day  denied  that  "any  abuses  existed;  and  on 
another  day,  when  it  was  necessary  to  sustain 
a  particular  oflicer  in  the  navy,  took  different 
ground. 

There  was  one  position  assumed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  which  be  could 
not  approve  of.  It  was  that  where  be  contended 
that  sea-service  was  not  a  good  cchool  for  a  sur- 
geon in  ihe  navy.  Ii  was, in  hts  opinion, a  school — 
a  practical  school— where  a  knowledge  of  diseases 
and  of  climates  could  best  be  acquired.  Diseases, 
as  all  knew,  differed  as  climates  differed;  and 
there  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  man  at  the  head 
of  the  Bftedical  Bureau  acquainted  with  endemical 
diseases.  No  man  who  filled  the  station  of  head 
of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery  could  possibly  be  any  the 
worse  off  for  having  b^n  at  sea.  Hi  was  glad  to 
see  that  tbe  centleman  from  Virginia  was  disposed 
to  abandon  me  ground  as»umed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  now  came  forward,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  an  oflicer,  to  testify  to  the  existence  of 
abuses  in  the  department. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  tliat  he  would  s$y  to  the 


gentleman  from  New  York,  that  he  was  misukeft 
if  he  supposed  he  had  changed  his  ground.  Did 
he  understand  the  gentleo^  to  say  that  he  had 
'  changed  his  ground  in  order  to  save  a  particular 
aaant 

Mr.  GORDON  said  he  did  not  make  such  a 
charge  against  the  gentleman.  What  he  had  ip« 
tended  to  express  was,  that  the  genllenum,  alihoagh 
he  had  heretofore  always  defended  the  schemet  of 
tbe  Beeretary  of  the  Navy,  yet,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, when  the  merits  of  Dr.  Barton  were  under 
discussion,  he  departed  from  bis  usual  position, 
and  admitted  that  there  were  abu&es  in  the  Navy 
Department. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had,  on  a  fonner  occasion, 
when  the  gentleman  charged  that  the  ofltors  of  the 
navy  had  provided  for  their  dinners  out  of  tba 
public  stores,  declared  that4he  charge  was  witboni 
proof,  and  defied  the  gentleman  to  the  proof.  If 
the  gentleman  had  then  said  that  there  were  abusea 
in  the  applioation  of  the  hospital  fund,  he  should 
have  expre8se4  his  concurrence  in  the  sentiment. 

fiflr.  GORDON  said  he  did  charge  that  the  ofil- 
cers  gave  dinners  and  entertainment  to  forein 
princes  and  grandees  out  of  the  public  stores.  He 
now  repeated  that  charge.  He  wished  to  knour 
what  became  of  all  the  wine  which  was  put  on 
board  of  our  ships,  unless  it  was  used  by  the  ofil« 
cers  at  their  entertainments?  Would  the  gentle* 
man  undertake  to  say  that  wine  out  of  tbe  public 
stores  was  not  used  at  these  entertainmental 

He  should  be  willing  to  go  againat  the  proviso^ 
and  to  save  Barton,  if  he  were  satisfied  that  Dr* 
Barton  were  a  man  of  sound  common  sense,  H^ 
had  evidence  that  Dr.  B.  had  introduced  many 
useful  reforms,  and  was,  in  some  respects,  a  good 
officer.  He  did  not  always  judge  by  a  mau's  style; 
but  Dr.  B.  was  certainly  very  queer.  There  waa 
more  of  (ancy  and  moonshine  than  of  coumkni. 
sense  in  his  communications.  He  had  no  doubc 
that  the  Doctor  would  make  a  very  good  poet;  and 
diould  he  turn  bis  attention  to  literature,  instead 
of  hard  practical  service,  would  acquire  aomefiame* 
After  a  few  more  remarks,  he  concluded. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  made  a  few  remarks  on  tha 
aubject  of  docks,  and  explained  the  objects  of  tho 
amendment  proposed  in  relation  to  the  contem- 
plated dry  docks  at  Brooklyn  aad  at  Pensaeola* 
ne  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  had  net  yet  ex- 
perience enough  to  justify  the  erection  of  a  floating 
dry* dock  on  any  plan. 

The  time  being  out,  theconmitlee  proceeded 
to  vole. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  concurring  witb 
the  Senate  in  their  rrjection  of  the  proviao  exdu* 
ding  any  person  from  tlie  poet  of  bead  of  the  Bu* 
icau  of  Medicine  who  had  not  aeen  five  years  aev 
service;  (**Barton  or  no  barton,")  and  reftulted— 
yeas  90,  naya  3& 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  retain  Dr.  Barton  ia 
office. 

DRY-DOCKS. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  amendmentt 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  the  amend* 
meats  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  dry-docks. 

Hie  Senate  proposed  to  insert  a  clause  declaring 
that— 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directed  not  to  i^p] 


or  expend  any  part  of  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
«md  dollan,  UMotioned  in  the  ninth  clanae  of  an  act  of  Congreoe 
approved  on  tbe  fourth  dav  of  Aufoac,  one  thooeand  e^c 
hundred  and  forty -two,  eotiiled  ''An  act  making  approprlatwne 
for  the  nayal  eeirice  fortlie  year  one  thooeand  eight  hundied 
andfbny-two,"  oar  the  oaexpended  balaneeaof  former  appro- 
priatione  mentioned  in  said  act,  for  the  conetnidion  of  a  floating 
dock  at  Brooklyn,  or  in  the  harbor  of  New  York;  and  thb  ehau 
not  be  undentood  ae  reviving  or  conferring  any  authority  to  prQ» 
oeed  with  the  oonetniction  of  a  dry>dock  in  eaid  harbor,  tli* 
making  of  which  was  provietooally  euepeoded  by  tlw  eaid  ninth 
clauee  of  eaid  act;  but  (he  said  sum  of  one  hundred  tlionsand  dot- 
laie,  appropriioed  aa  abev«  mentioned,  eball  be  applied  to  tha 
coostmction  of  a  floating  dock  at  Penaacola,ofcacaici^fDrtba 
repair  of  frigateeof  the  smaller  class,  and  upon  sueh  plan  aa  th* 
SeerMaiy  of  the  Navy  ahall  approve. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affair^  recommended 
a  nouHSoneurrence  in  this  afl()endment;and  that  all 
of  the  same  after  tbe  word  **direcied"  be  stricken 
eut,  and  tbe  following  inserted  in  lieu  thereof:' 

To  apply  tbe  appropriation  mentioned  in  the  ninth  clause  of 
an  act  oiOongress,  approved  on  tbe  fourth  day  of  August,  one 
thnuaand  eight  hundred  and  Ibrty.two,  entitled  ^An  act  makinf 
appropriationa  for  the  naval  service  for  tlie  year  one  thoueaod 
J&t  hundred  and  forty-two,"and  the  uoezpeoded  balances  of 
f»rmtr  appropriaUooa  mentiooed  in  laid  act,  to  the  coQstmctkm 
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of  a  flOftUng  dock  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  upon  the  plan  pre- 
Itmd  bf  (be  CMnmisstonera  appelnied  for  tl)at  purpose;  and 
ihMt  the  fam  of  one  hundred  thounand  dollars  be,  aind  is  bertbjr, 
appropriated  for  ihe  construciion  of  a  floatlnc-dock  at  Pensa* 
cola,  en  eapaeltjr  for  ttie  repair  of  frigates  of  the  smaller  class, 
«poQ  audi  plaa  at  tbe-Secretary  of  the  Ifavy  shall  approre. 

Messrs.  J.  L.  WHITE  and  McKEON  offered 
amendmeaifi  to  the  Seiwte's  amendment;  wbicb 
were  sereialljr  rejected,  and  copies  of  which  conid 
Bot  be  obtalBfd. 

Mr.  BO086VBLT  offered  an  amendment,  the 
efl^t  of  wbidi  was  to  insert  $100,000  for  a  float- 
ing-dock at  Pensacota,  and  to  lesTc  the  appro* 
priaiions  for  the  drj-dock  at  Brooklyn  on  the  same 
^Dodag  vpon  which  they  were  placed  by  the  act  of 
last  session. 

The  qnestion  was  theniaken  on  Mr.  Roosbvblt's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  qaestlon  was  then-taken  onconcnningio  the 
MMndmettt  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Natal 
ilffairs,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  qaestlon  ^en  re oarred  on  ooncorring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  8enata,and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affifmatiTe- "ayes  75,  noes  68. 

The  qaestion  coming  ap  oo  (he  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  appropriating  |5,000  for  defraying  the 
•zpenaes  of  an  agent  aatboriaed  by  ihe  joint  reso* 
laiion  of  January,  1843 — 

Mr.  STANLT  offered  an  amendment  to  it,  pro- 
'vidhig  that  the  provisions,  clothing,  Ac,  of  the  navy 
shall  be  Airnish^d  upon  contract,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, after  advertisement  for  sealed  proposals  in  the 
public  papers. 

Mr.  PARMBNTRR  oOered  a  verbal  amend- 
ment,  which  was  accepted  as  a  modiUcation  by 
Mr.  SfforLT. 

The  eomttittee  then  rote,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
theHoase. 

Some  conversation  easned  betweea  Messrs. 
PtLLMOBB,TIM.INGHAOT,  WI8B,  FERRIS, 
and  others,  respecting  the  Brooklfn  dry^od  float- 
Inc-dook  qneation;  which  was  oltimately  termina- 
tao  by  the  previoas  qoestioa. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  first  amendment  was  concorred  in.- 

On  the  second  amendment,  in  relation  to  the  Ba- 
rtaa  of  Provisions  and  Clothing,  the  qaestion  was 
ptt  in  the  affirmative  form,  on  a  concurrence  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Seaatf ;  and  the  vote — taken 
by  Messrs  Muhll  and  T.  J.  Campbbll,  as  tell* 
tfs  was  72  in  the  affirmative,  and  66  in  the  nega- 
attve.  Thecfihetof  thisvoteis  to  leave  this  bn- 
rean  as  at  present  organised. 

The  third,  foanh,  and  fifth  amendments  were 
concarred  in. 

The  qaeftion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
Ttport  of  the  Cemmittfc  of  the  Whole,  rtcom- 
ncnding  a  eoocnrrence  in  the  amendment  of  the 
0anate  on  the  subject  of  the  instrnctions  in  relation 
le  dry- docks. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  resah 
antt— yeas  85,  nays  89: 

8o  the  House  refused  to  concur. 

The  next  amendaKat  of  the  Senate  (verbal)  was 
concurred  in. 

^Che  amendment  of  the  Senate  providing  for  an 
agent  on  the  subject  of  water  rotted  hemp,  was  also 
concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  Senate,  and 
will  there  await  the  determination  of  that  body  to 
adhere  or  recede. 

NAVY  PENSIONa 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  FiLLMORB,  the  House  took 
np  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  navy  pen- 
aioas,  and  eononnred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Sen> 
ate  thereto. 

T|ie  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  on  the 
disagreement  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  S.  Calhoun,  was  tsken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

At  i  o'clock,  Mr.  WELLER  moved  an  adjourn- 
meait  carried. 


IN  SENATE. 
Trubsdat,  March  3,  1843. 
The  reading  of  the  journal  having  been  dis- 
pensed with,  the  following  engrossed  bills  were 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  vis: 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit;  and 
Hon^e  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  the 
heirp,  or  the  ssftignees  of  the  hdrs,  of  Isaac  Todd 
andJameaMcOili.^ 


The  PRESIDENT  proitni.  laid  befoie  ibe  Sen- 
ate a  corotnuDicaiion  item  the  Navy  Department, 
giving  information  that  letters  had  been  received 
from  th«:  American  mini&ter  at  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,^ and  from  the  American  cinsul  at 
Odessa,  transmitting  documents  in  the  Russian 
language  on  the  sutject  of  the  cultivation  snd 
preparation  of  hemp;  which,  en  motion  of  Mr. 
YOUNG,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  Ibe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice and  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18  h  instant,  a  statement  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 
and  a  statement  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  &c ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr.  Kendall,  under  the  judgment 
obtained  by  Messrs.  Stockton  A  Stakes  against 
him.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  inasmuch  as  a  bill  bad 
already  passed  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions, 
he  would  merely  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table:  agreed  to. 

'  On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  Blisha  Ketchum  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  from  the  files. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  Ihe  same  privilege 
was  granted  to  John  Dowliiig. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the'  »ame  privilege 
was  granted  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  Julian  Bngoe,  and  the  sureties  of  Thomas 
Hempstead. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  repert^d  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  joint 
resolution  from  the  House,  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  awards  under  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  wiibout  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  at  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  day,  the  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and 
the  above  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  Naddle. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H. 
Tbompison;  which  watf  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees, on  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  previ- 
ous orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,-  and  the 
House  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter secfiriiy  of  the  lives  (^  passengers  on  board  of 
vessels  propelled,  in  whole  or  In  part,  by  steam," 
approved  July  7, 1818,  waa  taken  up,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  on  this  bill,  show* 
ing  the  great  importance  of  it  to  give  better  secu- 
rity to  the  lives  of  persons  travelling  on  steamboats. 
It  modified  the  law  of  li38,  so  as  to  dispense  with 
the  use  of  chains  in  the  management  of  the  tiller. 

The  ameadments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  Anally  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  above  bill, 
was  reconsidered.  The  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee, striking  out  the  8ih  section  of  the  bill 
(V^hich  section  make.<  provision  for  testing  steam- 
boat boilers)  was  then  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill 
Was  then  passed  as  amended. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to,  via: 

Mti9lv0tk  Tbttthe8ecf«tcryofth«8tMtsb«dii»ctadtor«. 
ceive  ihe  report  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  (beTtMiufy. 
in  cofflpllance  with  thereeoIotiOD  of  the  Senate  of  the  SOoi  of 
Jily,18lfl;hk  nteitoatt>tbapabUclaBdihhi  the  reetM  of  the 


Senate;  that  the  same  be  printed  under  hie  inepecUoo;  i 

one  thoueand  copire,  in  addition  to  the  ueual  nomaen  1 

ed  for  the  uee  of  the  Senate,  and  (hetribiliad  af  oihir:MM|l 

documente. 

The  reM>lution  sobmiited  by  Mr.  Waucsa  ou 

yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  coDsideratie|i,  a^ 

read  as  follows,  viz: 

RcMolved^  That  the  President  of  (he  United  States 
be  inveftigaied  by  thejadgesoftbe  eoperior  courta^oT] 
in  their  respective  dietricte,  all  lonee  of  proper^  mS 
the  inhabitants  of  eaki  Territory,  In  coneeqaeoce  of  ib^ 
nole  hostilities  since  the  oommeDceiBeni  itkareot,  in  the 
1835;  and  that  the  testimony  and  opinions  of saidjudces  hi  i 
case  be  reported  to  (hie  body  when  completed*  Frevidaii,^ 
any  expenses  attendioff  ihe  inyestifitioa  b«  pwrldetf  t&it 
paid  by,  the  said  Territory  of  Florida. 

Messrs.  GIUHAM  and  BAYAED  made 
remsrks  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  opi  IkS 
ground  that  the  President  bad  no  power  to  imM« 
sQch  a  datj  on  the  judges;  and  that  it  waa^  Jit 
a  constructive  implication  that  Coagress  uraaM 
hereafter  render  satisfaction  for  the  losses  of  pt9^ 
erty  there,  regardless  of  the  prineiplea  whicih  hit 
regulated  its  pa.«t  action. 

Mr.  WALKER  di^ered  with  ihooe  SeaaNMaas 
to  the  constraoiion  which  thejr  had  placed  oa  tha 
rssolniion.  The  power  (he  said)  had  ben  henio- 
fore  exercised  to  instruct  judges  In  such  .nan 
the  resolution  did  noi^  in  the  least  degree,  it 
any  obligation  on  Congress  to  satisfy  daUas.  lit 
the  looses  of  property  there,  without  regard  lo  Ibe 
eircumBtanoes  under  which  it  was  destroyed* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  lay  the 
oa  the  tablei  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  oa 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  4he 
relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook;  which,  on  hia  flMUaa« 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  rnmmiltai 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  iaaUj 
passed. 

Blr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  iceol*- 
tion;  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Re»olv€dy  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  diiaccad  to  Mas. 
tain,  and  report  at  the  neiieession  of  CkiDfreas,  the  valoa  aad 
extent  of  the  claims  of  the  Western  Cherokees  upon  (ha  tlonad 
States,  growing  out  of  their  treaty  atipulations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRA.HAM,  the  Committee 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  legal  representattvei 
of  Patrick  Gray  and  George  Mayo. 

Mr.  MBRRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ibe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  badt,  withoiM 
amendment,  th<^  joint  resolution  from  the  Houae 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  Gkueral  to  settle  with 
J.  dk  P.  Voorhofs. 

The  bill  for  ti?e  relief  of  Boyd  Reifly,  aalbor* 
izing  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  to  allow  hiia 
compensation,  not  exceeding  ten  thousaud  dollan^ 
for  the  use  of  his  vapor-bath  in  the  army  aad 
navy,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  cooh 
miitee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GRAHA.M  could  not  vote  (or  an  appro- 
priation of  f  10,000  on  an  alleged  invention.  He 
gave  notice  that  he  would  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  said  the  limitation  was  f  10.00% 
but  the  Secreury  of  War  and  Secretary  of  Ike 
Navy  might  award  only  one  or  two  thoanad  dol- 
lars, if  the  invention  waa  worth  no  mere. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  the  claim  bad  inntf  li 
every  time  it  had  come  up,  and  that  had  beea  fear 
or  five  times.  He  moved  to  amend  the  biU,  by 
striking  out  110,000,  and  inserting  |5,000. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  opposed  the  amendmeat;  and 
insisted  that  no  one  could  tell  the  value  of  tba  im* 
ventlon  till  the  subject  was  invi 
posed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  urged  that  f5,000  woaM  be 
an  ample  sum  for  the  limitation. 

Mr.    SEVIER  arked  if  it  was  the 
which  had  paa««ed  the  Senate  so  often  before. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  said  it  waa. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  ameadmeat, 
it  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Seaate, 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  ibe  bill* 
GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  aadnaja; 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  vote  for  tbe 
cause  the  public  senrieehad  beea  enjoylag  te 
vantages  of  the  invention. 

Mr.  LUm  laaaibed,  that  tea  y<i»  afimbifl 
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b^d  PA$9f^<i  (1^  ScQttf ,  after  having  nndergooe  (he 
ecri^liiij  of  fk  coqaqDiUfe  of  doctors,  of  which  ht 
WM.QOf*  Be  bore  irstimonj  to  the  invention  beipg 
mil  admiraoi-«  one,  and  to  its  haTiDg  been  found  of 
tbe-|r^.^st^ryice  to  the  aiioy  and  navjr. 

TW  bpl  was  th«Q  passed — yt%M  20  nays  9. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Siockbjridge  tribe 
of  Isdil^Si  ip  ttieTerritc^ry  of  Wisconsin,  was  taken 
Dp,  and  foundered  a$  in  committee  (if  the  wbole^ 
regni:|ed  to  the  Qena'e^  and  finally  pa«ed. 
"Tltr.  JBV^NS,  from  the  Coaomit'ee  on  Finance, 
reported  baclr,  with  amendments,  the  biU  making 
aif>propnation  for  the  civil  and  diplomiiic  service 
for  the  fiooal  yeiir  ending  Jone  30, 1844. 

Mr.  is,  gave  notice  that  he  woald  at  2  o^clock 
ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  above  bill  for  con- 
aideraticn;  and,  on  his  mot  ion,  the  amendments 
wera  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  J$  said  two  bills  had  beenrelurned  from  (he 
House,  with  amendments.  He  moved  that  they 
be  taken  np.    The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

TJie  Senaie  then  took  np  the  bill  making  ap* 
propria  (ion  for  tbe  pa}ment  of  naval  pensions, 
which  had  been  retoraed  with  a  disagreeing  vote  to 
the  amiendmei^t  of  the  Senate  striking  ont  the  sam 
of  ^$,000  for  the  satisfaction  of  pensions  doe 
Hinder  the  navy  pension  law  of  1837,  which  had 
beejft  repf alcd  in  Angn^t,  1841. 

TbeB,  on  motion  by  Mr.  E.^  the  Senate  receded 
frpm  Us  amendment. 

Tb^  ^iU  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  naval  service  for  the  half-calendar  year  end- 
ing in  jQne.30, 1S434  acd  the  fiscal  year  ending  in 
Jane  30,  1844.  having  been  returned  from  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  and  with  a  disa- 
gi^tog  vote  to  ib^  amendment  of  the  Senate  on 
the  siib|ect  of  the  erection  of  a  floating  dock  at 
New  York,  was  taken  up  for  consideration*  The 
ainendmeotjt  of  the  Hcnse  were  concurred  in;  and, 

On  moii'^n  Dy  ^h  GRAHAM,  the  Senate  in- 
sisted on  its  amendment  on  the  subject  of  tbe  fl^at* 
iiigjock. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate— (he  House  adhering  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
Senate V  amendment,  and  asking  for  a  committee 
of  conference;  w hen , 

On  modon  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  President  pr9 
Um,  was  authorized  to  appoint  three  conferees 
OB  dK  part  of  tbe  Senate^  to  take  the  disagreeing 
▼oin  into  consideration. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evans  on  yes- 
terday, to  suspend  tbe  IGh  joint  rule,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  permitting  tbe  bill  to  recharter  the  District 
bttttks;  and  the  bill  to  refund  to  Masfachosetis  the 
baliaDces  due  for  disbursements  during  the  late  war 
wilb  Great  Britain;  and  several  private  bills,  (to  be 
aent  to  the  other  House,)  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
ermiioD. 

Mr.  ALLEN  objected  to  the  suspension  of  the 
rttle,  €0  far  as  it  regarded  the  bill  in  to  recharter 
tbe  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  he,  there* 
fore,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption 
of  tbe  resolution. 

nie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  uken — yeas  22,  nays  15.  So  the  16ih 
Jc^t  rule  was  suspended. 

Bfr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Soeed;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  was  then  taken 
np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  beisg  con- 
sidered, was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally 


Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolutioo; 

wbieb  lies  on  tbe  table  one  day,  under  the  rule, 

▼is: 

Jl4§ol9edf  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  State* be  regueet* 
«fto  OMDinuDicete  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  seieioa  orCon* 
gnsH,  MiclilDlaniiaUos  ta  he  may  be  able  to  procure  feepectiog 
tMloraicn  miirketa Sot  proyittooeaod  breaditufle,  the pvoducte 
of  th^ OniteaSlatef :  the  manner  in  which  toch  marketii  are 
bf  Uie  tarrn*  aod  cnnnmerclal  reflation*  of  dlfierent 
jH  IM  prMpeots  aed  meaof  ef  extending  ssch  marked; 
f  Iq^provemenUi  that  may  be  required  in  the  preparation 
I  product*  for  foreign  coneumpilon. 

Tb^  nufinished  business  of  yesterday  was  re- 
•ipned-^rbeing  tbe  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
in  reUltion  to  the  exemplification  of  the  records  of 
l|nd  patfMtts,  and  other  evidences  of  title,   and 


afucndai^ry  of  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  reorgan- 
ii?i  iJ^fj  C^gjfi^  land  Oficc"- 


in  committee  of 


the  whol^  on  an  amendment  of  tbe  Comjunt^'e  c  c 
Public  Lands,  proposing  lo  trans^or  the  duties  now 
performed  by  the  secretary  to  the  President,  in  t^ign- 
iag  pate  nt^<,  to  the  Recorder  of  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  wished  the  first  two 
propositions  of  the  amendment  to  be  adopted — 
leaving  that  part  in  rela'ion  to  the  secretary  to  the 
President  for  ihe  last  question. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  hill;  which  wa/agreed  to. 

The  next  aioendment  was  to  strike  out  the  third 
section,  and  insert  tbe  substitute,  repealing  the  act 
authorizing  the  appointipent  of  a  becrettfry  to  the 
President. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  joint  question  of 
striking  out  the  sebtion  and  repealing  a  law. 

Mr«. SMITH  of  Indiana,  to  disembarrass  the 
subject,  would  consent  to  make  two  questions  of 
the  amendment. 

This  not  being  in  order,  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was,  by  assent,  re- 
ject* d;  and  then 

Mr.  SMITH  of  ludUnit  moved,  8imply>  to  strike 
out  the  3d  ser.tion. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLB^  opposed  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  ihe  third  section,  and. pointed  out  the  peculiar 
oircamstanc^s  which  called  for  Its  adoption. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  stated  the  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon  which  they  had 
come  to  the  conclnsion  that  this  section  should  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied,  showing  that  the  difilcul- 
ties  of  title  to  military  lands  on  one  side  of  the 
Scioto  river  prevepted  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  while,  on  tbe  opposite  side,  where  the 
title)  are  derived  from  patents  of  congressional 
lands,  tbe  highest  state  of  coltivation  and  improve- 
ment prevails.  This  bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
came  from  the  House,  would  effect  the  greatest 
benefits. 

The  subject  vras  farther  discussed  by  Messrs. 
SMITH  and  ALLEN;  when 

Mr.  EVANS  gave  notice,  that  if  the  question  was 
to  leal  to  further  debate,  he  should  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
third  seetir-n,  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative— yeai 
27,  nays  11. 

Mr.  SMITH  now  moved  to  inseit  the  substitute 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  He  proposed 
that  the  question  should  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. 

The  proposition  was  to  dispense  with  the  rfilee 
of  secretary  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
f  ^r  signing  patents,  by  transferring  the  duties  to 
tbe  office  of  the  Recorder  of  Land  Patents. 

Mr.  KING  thought  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Laiids  ought  to  he  satisfied  with 
the  amendment  already  made.  He  conceiyed  it 
would  be  far  more  reasonable  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Recorder  In  the  Land  0$ce,  than  that  of  secre- 
tary to  the  President.  He  suggested  that  tbe  pres* 
ent  state  of  things  he  left  to  continue  till  next  ses- 
sion, and  then  let  an  examination  be  made  so^as  to 
ascertain  what  office  can  be  best  dispensed  with.  He 
was  opposed  to  this  mode  of  legislating  against  an 
individual. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  this  was  not  a  propoaition  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  alone,  but  bad 
come  from  tbe  House,  wbiish  had  recommended  tbe 
provision  in  another  hill,  but  it  had  been  stricken 
out;  and  bis  object  was  to  put  it  in  this  bill,  to 
which  it  was  more  appropriate  He  thought  tbe 
mere  mechanical  duty  of  signing  patents  was  one 
of  labor  better  suited  to  a  laboring  man  than  to  a 
gentleman  at  large;  for,  of  52,000  patents  sent  for 
signature  last  year,  26,000  only  were  signed;  and 
although  the  duties  were  not  performed,  nobody 
could  expect  that  tbe  President  wonld  remove  bis 
own  son  on  a  charge  of  neglect  of  duty. 

Mr.  MERRICK  opposed  this  proposition  at  the 
present  time,  and  entreated  his  friend  [Mr.  SMiraJ 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  entirely  oppoied  to  the  prop- 
osition. He  stated  tbe  pircui^stances  under  which 
Congress  b|d  come  to  the  determination  that  the 
President  sbould  have  it  m? n^ber  of  his  own  house- 


hold to  sign  patent*.  And  as  to  the  patrEt^  not  be- 
ing all  signed  during  tbe  last  year,  it  should  be  rec- 
ollected that  other  dutif  s  were  to  be  performed;  for 
Congress  had  been  nearly  two  years  in  bession. 

Messrs  WALKER,  BERRIEN,  BUCHANAN, 
and  others,  declared  their  opposition  to  tbe  amecd- 
menl. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  &ub»titute 
wa!«  rejected,  witbont  a  dividon- 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  tbe  amend- 
ments made  in  comooittee  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, report«*d  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
making  the  city  cf  Lafayette,  in  Louisiana,  a  pori 
of  delivery. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Financf , 
reported  bsck,  without  amendment,  the  joint  reso* 
lution  in  relation  (o  certain  property  purchased  for 
the  United  States  in  the  ci'y  cf  Detroit. 

Mr.  WHITE  pre<:ented  a  petition  from  dtjzens 
of  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Indiana,  praying  for  a 
redaction  in  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  ^  Post  Office  arid 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  late  surveying 
and  exploring  ezpei  ition  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

QEORQIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  presented  certain  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  (Georgia  on  the  19th 
of  Deceinber  last;  but  which,  in  consequence  of 
his  long  absence  from  Congress,  (resulting  from 
the  bad  state  of  bis  health,)  he  had  not  received 
when  they  were  first  transmitted  to  him;  and 
which,  coui^eqoently,  it  was  not  in  his  power  lo 
present  till  now.  It  would  bs  seen,  by  the  resolu^ 
tions  themselves,  that  he  was  instructed  by  his 
Legislature  to  lay  them  before  the  Senate  of  tbe 
United  States. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read;  belcg  the  same 
heretofore  published  throng h  the  newspapers,  con- 
demnatory of  the  political  course  of  fhe  Hon.  J. 
M.  BxaaiBN.one  of  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  certain  counter-rese- 
httioof,  passed  by  an  opposite  portion  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  other  persons. 

These  resolutions  were  also  read;  being  lauda- 
tory of  Mr.  BcaaiBN^  political  course. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  spoke,  at  considerahle  lenglb, 
in  justification  of  the  general  principles  of  tbe  reio. 
lutious  he  had  presented. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  at  equal  length. 

The  discussion  between  the  two  Senators  con- 
tinued for  some  time,  and  will  be  hereafter  pub- 
lished. 

The  motion  to  print,  although  not  formally 
made  on  the  presentation  of  the  resolutions,  was 
understood  to  be  the  pending  question. 

On  inquiry  by  the  CHAIR  as  to  that  under* 
standing, 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  such  was-his  p1l^ 
pose;  and  he  requested  that  it  irould  be  considered 
as  if  that  motion  had  accompanied  the  presentation 
of  Jibe  re«iolutions. 

On  tbe  question  of  printing, 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  wbieb 
were  ordered. 

Tbe  vote  was  then  takes,  and  resulted — ^yeas  91, 
nays  94,  as  follows: 

TEAS^MMnn.  Alton,  Bagbr,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhonii, 
Cttibl)er(,  Fulcon,  Handenoc,  Kiog,  Ltno,  McBuffia,  MoRoban% 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappas,  walker,  WU- 
coz,  Williame,  Woodbury,  aod  Wright— 21. 

NATS— Meam.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batee,  Bajard,  Obeata, 
Clayton.  Conrad.  Crafia,  Dajtoo,  Evana,  Grabata,  HoottogiMi, 
Kerr.  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead.  Phelpa,  Porter,  Simroooaj 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Bprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  aod  Wood* 
brklge*-ai. 

So  the  resolutions  were  not  ordered  to  be  printed. 
THE  TREATY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  bill  making  provision  for  carrying 
out  the  treaty  of  Washington,  lately  made  with 
Great  Britain,  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  commitiee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  this  scheme  of  the  Afrieab 
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of  A  flOftUng  dock  at  BrMklyn,  New  York,  upon  \he  plan  pre* 
•hmd  bf  ihtt.CMniBiMtonerM  appeinled  for  U>a(  purpose;  and 
ihMt  the  wax  of  one  hundred  UKMHtand  dollars  be,  and  it  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  conetruciion  of  a  floallnff-dock  at  Penea* 
cola,  (n  tiapacltj  for  the  repair  of  frigates  of  the  smaller  class, 
upon  Mieh  plan  at  tbe-Becretary  of  the  Mary  shall  approre. 

Messrs.  J.  L.  WHITE  and  McKEON  offered 
amendmeBifi  to  the  Senate's  amendment^  wiiich 
were  sereralljr  rf  je oted,  and  copies  of  which  noold 
Bot  be  obtainrd. 

Mr.  BOOSBVBLT  offered  an  amendment,  the 
efl^et^>f  wUdk  was  to  insert  $100,000  for  a  float- 
iDg*doek  at  Pensacola,  and  to  leave  the  appro* 
priationt  for  the  drj-doek  at  Brooklyn  on  the  same 
footing  «pon  which  they  were  placed  by  the  act  of 
last  session. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  RooBirKLT*s 
amendaeni)  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  was  ihen-taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amettdttieBt  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
ilffairs,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  qaesiion  ^en  re oarred  on  ooncnrriog  in  the 
amendment  of  the  8enata,«nd  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmaiive^-ayes  75,  noes  68. 

The  qaeetion  coming  op  oo  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  appropriating  |5,000  for  defray  i»g  the 
•zpenaes  of  an  agent  antboriaed  by  ihe  joint  reso- 
Ivlion  of  January,  1843— 

Mr.  STANLT  offered  an  amendment  to  it,  pro- 
tiding  that  the  provisions,  clothing,  Ac,  of  the  navy 
Shan  be  ftirnish^d  upon  contract,  to  the  highest  bid- 
dtTi  after  advertisement  for  sealed  proposals  in  the 
public  papers. 

Mr.  PARMBNTRR  offered  a  verbal  amend- 
miht,  which  was  accepted  as  a  modification  by 
Mr.  SffuiLT. 

The  oommHtee  then  rote,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mesnrs. 
PtLLMORB,TIULINGHAOT,  WI8B,  FERRIS, 
aod  others,  respecting  the  Brooklyn  dry^od  float- 
lng*dook  qntation;  which  was  oltimately  termina- 
ted by  the  previous  qoestien. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  first  amendment  was  concurred  in/ 

On  the  second  amendment,  in  relation  to  the  Ba* 
rtau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing,  ibe  question  was 
put  in  the  affirmative  form,  on  a  concurrence  with 
the  iMMndment  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  vote — taken 
by  Messrs  Mbmll  and  T.  J.  Campubll,  as  tell- 
sfs  was  79  in  the  afllrmative,  and  66  in  the  nega- 
•live.  The  effMtof  this  vote  is  to  leave  this  bu- 
reau as  at  present  organised. 

The  third,  fouMh,  and  fifth  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
leport  of  the  Commitue  of  the  Whole,  rtcom- 
niUding  a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  the 
0Mate  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  instructions  in  relation 
lo  dry- docks. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  reauh 
ssan— yeas  85,  nays  89: 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate  (verbal)  was 
^cmcnrred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  providing  for  an 
agent  on  the  subject  of  water  rotted  hemp,  was  also 
ecuicurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  Senate,  and 
will  there  await  the  determination  of  that  body  to 
adiiere  or  recede. 

NAVY  PENSIONa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FiLLMORB,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  navy  pen- 
aions,  and  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Sen> 
ate  thereto. 

The  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  on  the 
disagreement  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  S.  Calboun,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

At  ;f  o'clock,  Mr.  WELLKR  moved  an  adjouin- 
meait  carried. 


IN  SENATE. 
Trubsdat,  March  3,  1843. 
The  reading  of  the  journal  having  beep  dis- 
pensed with,  the  following  engrossed  bills  were 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  via: 
Hoose  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit;  and 
Hoo<4e  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirp,  or  the  asnignees  of  the  heirs,  of  Isaac  Todd 
andJameaMoQiU.^' 


The  PRESIDENT  proitni.  laid  before  ibe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
giving  information  thai  letters  had  been  receifed 
from  the  American  mini&ter  at  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,^ and  from  the  American  consul  at 
Odessa,  transmitting  documents  in  the  Russian 
language  on  the  subject  of  tbe  cultivation  and 
preparation  of  hemp;  which,  en  motion  of  Mr. 
YOUNG,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice and  Ibe  Register  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18  h  instant,  a  statement  of  the  loial  amount  of  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 
and  a  statement  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  Cqmber- 
land  road,  dkc ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr.  Kendall,  under  the  judgment 
obtained  by  Messrs.  Stockton  &  Stokes  aaainst 
him.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  inasmuch  as  a  bill  bad 
already  passed  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions, 
he  would  merely  move  that  they  be  laid  on  tbe 

table:  agreed  to.        

'  On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  Blisba  Ketchum  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  from  the  files. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  Ihe  same  privilege 
was  granted  to  John  Dowlihg. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the*  same  privilege 
was  granted  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  Julian  Bogoe,  and  the  sureties  of  Thomas 
Hempstead. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  bsck,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  joint 
resolution  from  ihe  House,  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  awards  under  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  wiihout  amendment,  and  with  arec- 
ommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  at  a  aubsequenl  part 
of  the  day,  the  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and 
the  above  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Gkorge  Naddle. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H. 
Thompson;  which  wa«  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees, on  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  previ- 
ous orders  of  tbe  day  were  postponed,-  and  the 
House  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  bet- 
ter secfirity  of  the  lives  c^  passengers  on  board  of 
vessels  propelled,  in  whole  or  In  part,  by  steam," 
approved  July  7, 1818,  was  taken  up,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  on  this  bill,  show- 
ing the  great  importance  of  it  to  give  better  secu- 
rity to  the  lives  of  persons  travelling  on  steamboats. 
It  modified  the  law  of  li38,  so  as  to  dispense  with 
the  use  of  chains  in  the  management  of  the  tiller. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  Anally  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, the  vote  en  the  adoption  of  the  ameodments 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  above  bill, 
was  reconsidered.  The  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee, striking  out  the  8ih  section  of  the  bill 
(vhich  section  make.<  provision  for  testing  steam- 
boat boilers)  was  then  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill 
Was  then  passed  as  amended. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to,  viz: 

R«$0tved^  That  iheSecrettiy  of  th«  BeMtalM  diMcted  to  ro- 
ceivo  ih«  report  to  Im  made  by  the  Secretary  of  tboTnaaunr, 
in  compHuico  with  the  retolatiOD  of  the  Senate  of  the  3(kh  or 
Jiriy,18ai^toiitottontethaputttclaadi^to  thaitfe«sof  the 


Senate;  th&l  the  same  be  printed  under  his  inepectloo; 
one  thoueand  copies,  in  addition  to  the  usual  oottbei^ 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  distribiuad  aa  oihs 
documents. 

Tbe  resolution  sobmiued  by  Mr.  WAi,imion 

yesterday,  was  lakeu  up  for  considerioiim,  and 

read  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  investigated  by  ttie  judges  of  tbe  superior  courtsb^of] 
in  their  reepective  districts,  all  losses  of  property  mifl 
the  inliabitaots  of  eaid  Territory,  In  coneeqneoce  of  ihf 
note  hostiiities  since  the  commencement  itkoneot,  to  (ha 
1836;  and  that  the  testimony  and  opinions  of saidjudgea  hi  i 
case  l>e  reported  to  (his  body  when  completed'  Prmdti^. 
any  expenses  attendioff  the  investi^atioo  be  provided  ler,  aril 
paid  by,  the  said  Territory  ^(  Florida. 

Messrs.  GAAHAM  and  BAYAED  madeanvii 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  reaolntion,  o)i  Iha 
ground  that  the  President  had  no  power  to  imMKt 
sQoh  a  duty  or  the  judges;  and  that  it  «ou^  hf 
a  constructive  implication  that  Coogreaa  W09I4 
hereafter  render  satisfaction  for  the  losses  of  pfpp* 
erty  there,  regardless  of  the  prinoiplea  wkicih  hti 
regulated  i's  pa«t  action. 

Mr.  WALKER  d4ered  with  thooe  8epnla»  m 
to  the  constraeiion  which  they  had  placed  om  the 
rssolniioo.  'The  power  (he  said)  iMtd  been  heitfo- 
fore  exercised  to  instraci  judges  in  soch.uavcp;  m4 
the  resolution  did  not,  in  the  least  degree,  imfdg 
any  obligation  on  Congress  to  satisfy  elaima  i$9 
the  lapses  of  property  there,  without  regard  le  the 
eircnmstaooes  under  which  it  wfis  destroyed* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  \^9  the  fonaaliuft 
on  the  tablei  which  motion  was  agreed  to 

Mr.  BAT£S,  from  the  Committee  oa 
reported  back,  without  nmendment,  tlie  bili  for  4ie 
relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook;  which,  on  hia  oietipu, 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committae 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  iaallj 
passed. 

Mr.  SEViER  submitted  tbe  following  revolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  asfolk>w^ 

Retolvtdj  That  the  flecretaiy  of  War  be  dtoectad  to  moK' 
taio,  aod  report  at  the  neit  session  of  Congress,  the  vahie  aad 
extent  of  the  claims  of  tlio  Western  Cherokeee  upon  the  tJohed 
States,  growiof  out  of  their  treaty  atiputalioDe. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  Committee 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Patrick  Gray  and  George  Mayo. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ibe 
Post  OflSce  and  Post  Roads,  reported  badt,  without 
amendment,  th<^  joint  resolution  from  the  House 
aoihoriaing  ihe  Postmaster  Gkaeral  to  settle  with 
J.  dk  P.  Voorhofs. 

The  bill  for  t!?e  relief  of  Boyd  Reitly,  author- 
izing the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  to  allow  him 
compensation,  not  exceeding  ten  thoosaad  ddlazi^ 
for  the  use  of  his  vapor-bath  in  the  army  and 
navy,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as  in  laom- 
mittee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  eotild  not  rote  (or  an  appro- 
priation of  f  10,000  on  an  alleged  invention.  He 
gave  notice  that  he  would  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  limitation  was} ICLQOO; 
but  the  Secreury  of  War  and  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  might  award  only  one  or  two  thoueand  Al- 
lans, if  the  invention  was  worth  no  more. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  the  claim  bad  iBemsei 
every  time  it  had  come  up,  and  that  had  ht&ik  four 
or  five  times.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  f  10,000,  and  inserting  |5,000. 

Mr.  MERRICK  opposed  the  Amendmeni;  and 
insisted  that  no  one  conld  tell  the  value  of  the  in* 
vention  till  the  subject  was  investigaiedr  as  pro- 
posed in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  urged  that  |5,00e  would  be 
an  ample  sum  for  the  limitation. 

Mr.  SEVIER  ai'ked  if  it  was  the  same  bill 
which  had  pa8-<%ed  the  Senate  so  often  before. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  aad 
it  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Sensle,  mk 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Mr. 
GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayai  «ltfali 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause  the  public  serviee  had  been  enjoying  te  al^ 
vantages  of  the  invention. 

Mr.  LUm  VMUfhed,  that  IBS  ysM  «g#ihli  Mil 
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ba<}  P^^d  ihe  Scoatf ,  after  having  Dodergone  ihe 
^rA(mjofa  eoipqiitiee  of  doctors,  of  wait  h  ht 
^^f^onfi^  He  bore  trstimony  to  ibe  inventiOD  being 
an  admiraoiv  one,  and  to  its  having  been  found  of 
tbejr^fst^ryice  to  the  aimy  and  navy. 

TV  t^  was  tb«n  passed — yea^i  20  oays  9. 

The  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  the  Siockbridge  tribe 
of  JadiaP>«  iQ  ttieTeriitery  of  Wisconsin,  was  taken 
np,  aod  f pn^idered  a$  in  committee  of  the  wbolei 
n^oried  to  ttie  9ena'e«  and  finally  parted. 
"Ilr.  £VA.r7S,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
r«pQrt«d  back,  with  amendment*,  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service 
forUie  fiacal  jear  ending  Jone  30, 1844. 

Mr.  E«  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  2  o'clock 
ask  the  Senate  to  lake  up  the  above  bill  for  con- 
lidcnticn;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  amendments 
werp  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Itfr.E  said  two  biDs  had  beenietumed  from  the 
H<po«e»  with  amendmeuta.  He  moved  thai  they 
be  taken  np.    The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

l}ie  Senate  tben  took  ap  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  pajment  of  naval  pensions, 
which  had  been  retarned  with  a  disagreeing  vote  to 
the  amepdmet^t  of  the  Senate  striking  oot  the  sam 
of  il^.OOO  for  the  satisfaction  of  pensions  dne 
QDoer  the  navy  pention  law  of  X837,  which  had 
been  rep«a]ed  in  Augn^t,  1841. 

Tbea,  on  motion  by  BAr.  JS.^  the  Senate  receded 
frp)n  its  amendment, 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  naval  service  for  the  half-calendar  year  end- 
ing in  Jone,3Q,  1843,  aod  the  fi^al  year  ending  in 
Jane  30,  1844.  having  been  reiorned  from  the 
House  with  sundry  aooetidments,  and  with  a  disa- 
gieftng  vote  to  ihie  amend  oient  of  the  Senate  on 
the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  floating  dock  at 
New  York,  was  taken  up  for  consideration.  The 
amendments  of  the  House  were  concurred  in;  an(^. 

On  motion  Dy  IVlr  GRAHAM,  the  Sepat^  in- 
sisted on  its  amendment  en  the  subject  of  the  fl  jat- 
inrdock. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate—the  House  adhering  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
Senate^  amendment,  and  asking  for  a  committ^ 
of  eooferenoe;  when, 

Oq  modon  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  President  pro 
ton.  was  authorized  to  appoint  three  conferees 
OB  the  part  of  the  Senatej  to  take  the  disagreeing 
▼01^  into  consideration. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evans  on  yes- 
terday, to  suspend  the  16'h  joint  rule,  for  the  pur- 
Kse  of  permitting  the  bill  to  recharter  the  District 
nks;  and  the  bill  to  refund  to  Massachusetts  the 
balances  due  for  disburs«ments  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  several  private  bills,  (to  be 
sent  to  the  other  House,)  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  ALLEN  objected  to  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  bill  in  to  recharter 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Ciolnmbia;  and  he,  there- 
fore, called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tioQ  was  uken— yeas  32,  nays  15.  So  the  16ih 
joint  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Cbmmittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sneed;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  was  then  taken 
np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  beiug  con* 
siderrd,  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally 

Mr.  LINN  snbnHtted  the  following  resohition; 
which  Ties  on  the  table  one  d^y,  nnder  the  rule, 
▼it: 

Ruolted,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  B(ftte»t>e  nquMt* 
«1 10  eooiiiunkate  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  aeMionoi  Con* 
Mb,  nich  InfonaaUoB  ae  he  may  l>e  able  to  procure  feepeciing 
ue  'ordcn  tnarkets  for  provtiioiuiaod  breadetufla,  the  produete 
of  thb tmiteoStatev:  the  manner  ia  which  euch  markem  are 
iftLUd  by  the  unn  and  cnmmercial  re^laiiomi  of  dMTerent 
c»oi^rfc|H  t^  pi«epeciB  aed  neeoeor  extendtng  each  marketa; 
*fl4  W>  hnproTemeote  that  may  be  i^uired  iu  the  preparation 
or  Men  prraqcte  for  foreign  coneumpuon. 

The  nufinished  business  of  yesterday  was  re- 
i|ned-;being  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  exemplification  of  the  records  of 
l|nd  patf^nta,  and  other  evidences  of  title,  and 
l^endiUbry  of  the  act  entitled  **Anact  to  reorgan- 
ifefl^fj  ^^jjjlw^  in  commilie©  of 


the  wholq,  on  an  bmendment  of  the  Conuni't^e  t  n 
Public  Lands,  proposing  to  transfer  the  duties  now 
performed  by  the  secretary  to  the  President,  in  sign- 
lag  pat(  nt,<,  to  the  Recorder  of  (he  L^nd  Office. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  wished  the  first  two 
propositiitns  of  the  amendment  to  be  adopted — 
leaving  that  part  in  rela'ion  to  the  secretary  to  the 
President  for  the  last  question. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill;  which  wa/agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  tt>  strike  out  the  third 
section,  and  insert  the  substitute,  repealing  the  act 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  bccrettfry  to  the 
President. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  joint  question  of 
striking  out  the  sebtion  and  repealing  a  law. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  to  disembarrass  the 
subject,  would  consent  to  make  two  questions  of 
the  amendment. 

This  not  being  i|i  order,  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was,  by  assenti  re- 
jeetfdj  and  then 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiaiui  inoved,  simply^  to  strike 
out  thje  3d  ser.tinn. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLR(T  opposed  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  the  third  section,  and  pointed  out  the  peculiar 
circuj^stancrs  which  called  for  Its  adoption. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  stated  the  views  of  the 
Comnuttee  on  Public  Lapds,  upon  which  they  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  section  should  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied,  shewing  that  the  difilcul- 
ties  of  title  to  military  lands  on  one  side  of  the 
Scioto  river  prevented  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  while,  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
title?  are  derived  from  patents  of  congressional 
lands,  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment prevails.  This  bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
came  from  the  House,  would  efifect  the  greatest 
benefits. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
SMITH  and  ALLEN;  when 

Mr.  EVANS  gave  notice,  that  if  the  question  was 
to  lea  1  to  further  debate,  he  should  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
third  secti'-n,  and  decided  in  the  afiirm&tive — ^yeas 
27,  nays  11. 

Mr.  SMITH  now  moved  to  insert  the  substitute 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  He  proposed 
that  the  question  should  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. 

The  proposition  was  to  dis];)en8e  with  the  office 
of  secretary  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
f  >r  signing  patents,  by  transferrins  the  duties  to 
the  office  of  the  Recorder  of  Land  Patents. 

Mr.  KINQ  thought  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  amendment  already  made.  He  conceived  it 
would  be  far  more  reasonable  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Recorder  |n  the  Land  Office,  than  that  of  secre- 
tary to  the  President.  He  suggested  that  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  ha  left  fe  continue  till  next  ses- 
sion, and  then  let  an  examioation  be  made  so^as  to 
ascertain  what  office  can  behest  dispensed  with.  He 
was  opposed  to  this  mode  of  legislating  against  an 
individual. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  this  was  not  a  proposition  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  alone,  but  had 
come  from  the  House,  which  bad  recommended  the 
provision  in  another  bill,  but  it  had  been  stricken 
out;  and  his  object  was  to  put  it  in  this  bill,  to 
which  it  was  more  appropriate  He  tbongfat  the 
mere  mechanical  duty  of  signing  patents  was  one 
of  labor  better  suited  to  a  laboring  man  than  to  a 
gentleman  at  large;  for,  of  52,000  patents  sent  for 
signature  last  year,  26,000  only  were  signed;  and 
although  the  duties  werie  not  performed,  nobody 
could  expect  that  the  President  would  removs  his 
own  son  on  a  charge  of  neglect  of  doty. 

Mr.  MERRICK  opposed  this  proposition  at  the 
present  time,  and  entreated  his  friend  [Bdr.  SmithJ 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  entirely  oppoted  to  the  prop- 
osition. He  stated  the  circumstances  under  which 
Congress  had  come  to  the  determination  that  the 
President  should  have  it  member  of  (lis  own  house- 


hold to  sign  ra'entf.  And  as  to  the  pate ats  not  be- 
ing ail  signed  daring  the  last  year,  it  should  be  r<!0- 
ollected  that  other  duties  were  to  be  performed;  for 
Congress  had  betn  nearly  two  years  in  session. 

Messrs  WALKER,  BERRIEN,  BUCHANAN, 
and  others,  dfclared  their  opposition  to  the  amei;d* 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  substitute 
was  rejected,  wiihonl  a  division 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  amend- 
ments made  in  committee  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  wan  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  amendment  the  Mil 
making  the  cify  of  Lafayette,  in  Louisiana)  a  port 
of  delivery. 

Mr,  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Financr, 
reported  bsck,  without  amendment,  the  joint  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  certain  property  purchased  for 
the  United  States  in  the  ci'y  of  Detroit. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  the  to«rn  of  Franklin,  in  Indiana,  praying  for  a 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  ^  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  late  surveying 
and  exploring  exper  ition  was  takeii  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

GBORQLA  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  presented  oeriaiu  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legi^^lature  oi  Georgia  on  the  19th 
of  Deeeinber  last;  but  which,  in  consequence  of 
his  long  absence  from  Congress,  (resultina  from 
the  bad  state  of  bis  health,)  he  had  not  received 
when  they  were  first  transmitted  to  him;  and 
which,  consequently,  it  was  not  in  his  power  lo 
present  till  now.  It  would  b^  seen,  by  the  resolu- 
tions themselves,  that  he  was  in&tructed  by  his 
Legislature  to  lay  them  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read;  beicg  the  same 
heretofore  published  through  the  newspapers,  con- 
demnatory of  the  political  course  of  (he  Hon.  J. 
M.  BsRRiCN.one  of  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  certain  counter-rese- 
lution»,  passed  by  an  opposite  portion  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  other  persons. 

These  resolutions  were  also  read;  being  landa* 
tory  of  Mr.  BsaaiBN*8  political  course. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  9poke,  at  considerable  length, 
in  justification  of  the  general  principles  of  the  reso- 
lutions  he  had  presented. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  at  equal  length. 

The  discussion  between  the  two  Senators  con« 
tinued  for  some  time,  and  will  be  hereader  pub- 
lished. 

The  motion  to  print,  although  not  formally 
made  on  the  presentation  of  the  resolutions,  was 
understood  to  be  the  pending  question. 

On  inquiry  by  the  CHAIR  as  to  that  undef'^ 
standing. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  such  was -bis  pur- 
pose; and  he  requested  that  it  #ould  be  considered 
as  if  that  motion  had  accompanied  thf  prBsentatiott 
of  ihe  revolutions. 

On  the  question  of  printing, 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  whi^ 
were  ordered. 

The  vote  was4ben  taken,  and  resalied— yeas  dl, 
nays  24,  as  follows: 

TEAS— BfMHiB.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoos, 
Cutbbert,  Falton,  Handenoc,  King,  Lino,  McButBa,  McRobart% 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappaa,  Walker,  Wft- 
cox,  Williams.  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 21. 

NATS— Measra.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Cboata, 
Clayu»D,  Conrad,  Crafia.  DaytoD,  Evana,  Graham,  HuodogioOi 
Kerr.  Merriclr,  Miller,  Morebead,  Pheipe,  Porter,  SImmona, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Bprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood- 
bridge— at 

So  the  resolutions  were  not  ordered  to  he  printed. 
THE  TREATY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  bill  making  provision  for  carrying 
out  the  treaty  of  Washington,  lately  made  with 
Great  Britaio,  was  then  taken  up»  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  this  scheme  of  the  Afrieaii 
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aoadron  became  wofse  and  wors^.  E^try  step 
tea  in  it  is  a  near  bhioder.  Commenced  in  viola- 
lion  of  the  CoosUtution,  as  he  believed — in  viola- 
tion of  ihe  policy  of  the  country — contradicted  in 
its  essential  meaning  by  Sir  Robert  Peel — already 
pregoaQt  with  the  seeds  of  war;— 'here,  in  addition 
to  all  this,  is  an  indefinite  appropriation  for  its  sap- 
port.  Specific  appropriations  are  the  policy  of  oor 
Governmant— -one  of  the  great  reforms  inirodnced 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Before  Mr.  Jefferson's  time, 
appropriations  were  made  in  ma^s  for  different 
branches  of  service;  and  the  administration  ap- 
plied, more  or  less,  to  different  branches.  This 
was  a  source  of  abase,  which  the  change  of  parties 
in  1800  corrected.  Specific  appropriations  were 
then  introdaced,  and  have  been  adhered  to  since, 
until  now,  «rben  a  great  departure '  from  it  is  at- 
tempted. The  naval  appropriation  fbr  ihe  year  is 
large:  eight  millions  were  asked  by  the  Secretary. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  how  mach  hat  been  granted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Maine  said  six  millions. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Very  welL  Six  millions!  and 
oat  ot  this,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  to  take 
what  be  pleases  for  the  African  squadron.  To  this 
I  object.  I  want  a  specific  sum  named,  according 
to  the  safe  practice  and  laudable  reform  introdaced 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  We  have  three  services  for  our 
navy — a  homa  service  for  a  home  squadron;  an 
African  squadron  for  suppressing  the  slave-trade; 
and  the  protection  of  commerce  by  the  navy  gener* 
ally.  Here  are  three  dlfi*erent  services,  and  each 
should  have  its  own  appropriation — so  much  for 
the  home  squadron,  so  much  for  the  African,  and 
80  mueh  for  the  rest  of  the  navy.  The  present  in- 
definite appropriation  violates  this  rule,  and  en- 
ables the  Secretary  to  confound  expenditures,  and 
to  bide  the  real  expense  of  the  African  squadron. 
He  is  to  take  what  he  pleases  out  of  six  millions; 
and  there  is  no  way  to  ascertain  how  much  he 
takea.  In  fact,  he  may  send  tbe  whole  navy  there, 
and  make  this  business  of  negro  hunting  on  the 
eoast  of  Africa  co^t  us  six  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum.  It  is  an  extravagant  suppositiort  that  he 
will  do  so;  but  it  •will  b«  bad  enough  if  he  takes 
any  large  part  of  ii;  and,  with  a  policy  which  could 
originate  sitch  a  squadron,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  extravagance  will  ensue. 

Mr.  B.  was  more  and  more  opposed  to  this 
squadron.  He  considered  it  unconstitutional.  He 
believed  the  treaty-making  power  had  no  right  to 
dispose  of  our  navy  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  aa- 
tion$  that  tbe  army  and  the  navy  were  in  the  hands 
of  Congress — the  two  Houses  of  Congress — and 
could  not  be  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  the  treaty- 
making  power.  Upon  the  principles  of  this  treaty, 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  any  foreign  nadon, 
nay  take  the  whole  navy  out  of  the  hands  of  Con- 
gress, and  bind  it  for  any  number  of  years  to  any 
foreign  service;  and  even  for  objects  moral,  and  not 
political. 

Mr.  B.  wat  against  the  policy  of  this  squadron. 
It  was  a  violation  of  the  established  policy  of  the 
Government.  No  entangling  alliances;  no  quitting 
-our  own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground.  Sudi  were 
the  words  of  Wasbington— such  the  obvious  inter- 
est of  the  country.  For  fifty  years  we  had  refusf  d 
these  alliances.  In  1834  President  Jackson  most 
formally  rejected  tbe  very  oae  which  is  now  agreed 
to.  In  that  year  the  British  minister  at  Washing- 
ton (Sir  Charles  Vaughan)  ptfssed  this  very  con- 
vention upon  us.  President  Jackson  directed  Mr. 
Forsyth  to  refuse  it,  and  to  declare  "UuU  the  deier- 
mtiMliofi  of  tki  Chvemmenl  wa$  definitivelj/ fpfnud^ 
noi  la  enter  into  any  eonvtiUion  on  the  tubjeet.^*  In 
1840  Mr.  Van  Buren  instantly  rejected  the  arrange- 
ment made  on  this  subject  by  a  British  and  an 
American  naval  officer.  Until  1842,  under  all 
administrations,  the  policy  of  the  country  was 
inexorable — to  have  none  of  these  foreign 
connexions:  in  that  year  this  policy  was  departed 
from.  The  very  convention  was  made  which 
Presideiit  Jackson,  in  1834,  had  pointedly  refused; 
and  already  we  see  the  evils  of  such  a  departure 
from  a  wise  policy.  Besides  this  indefinite  appro- 
piiation  of  money,  we  have  dis?ension  about  the 
treaty  itself.  The  British  Qovernment  construes 
it  one  way:  we  construe  it  another;  and  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  message  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, evidently  constmes  it  both  ways;  and  then 


contemplates  a  contingency  in  which  he  may  see 
it  necessary  that  the  Government  shall  send  its 
whole  naval  force  to  Africa!  Very  much  like  war, 
thief  And  a  fine  commentary  on  the  peace  treaty! 
Its  very  authors  already  speaking  of  a  contingency 
which  may  arise  under  it,  and  which  may  send 
our  navy  to  Africa,  to  protect  our  vessels  there 
from  British  visitation. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  other  things  in  the  bill  to 
which  he  should  not  object.  So  far  as  it  provided 
for  carrying  into  effect  all  that  came  within  the 
scope  of  the  treaty  ^making  power,  he  should  make 
00  objection,  mueh  as  he  disliked  the  treaty.  But 
this  provision  for  the  squadron  he  held  to  be  un- 
constitutional, and  a  gross  and  fatal  departure  from 
the  wise  and  old-established  policy  of  the  country. 
To  this  part  he  objected,  and  should  take  all  proper 
occasions  to  manifest  his  opposition  to  it.  The 
session  was  now  expiring;  much  business  was 
pressing.  He  could  not  make  a  speech;  but  he 
could  not  lose  ihe  opportunity  of  placing  himself 
fully  and  unequivocally  before  the  country  as  ut- 
terly opposed  to  this  African  squadron — a  squad- 
ron which,  besides  entangling  us  in  a  fortign  alii- 
aace.  Involves  a  vast  expenditure  of  money,  and 
sends  the  tenth  pan  of  our  navy  to  Africa  at  a  time 
when  we  are  denying  appropriate  defence  to  the 
West — dismounting  our  dragoons  on  the  frontiers 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  retrenching  121 
per  cent,  from  tbe  pay  of  officers  whose  whole  pay 
is  now  barely  adequate  to  tbe  support  of  themselves 
and  families. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  an  amendment,  to  come 
in  at  tbe  end  of  the  6th  section,  to  tbe  effect  that 
the  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  5opport  of  the  squadron 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  shall  not  exceed  |340,000. 
Mr  A.  said  that  this  amount  was  the  same  as  tbe 
estimates  of  the  department. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Bbntom]  had  acted  ia  perfect  good  faith  with 
the  assurances  which  he  gave  on  yesterday — that 
he  would  consume  but  a  few  moments  ia  tbe  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill.  That  was  the  reason  which 
induced  him  to  abstain  from  making  any  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  that  Senator,  except  as  to  one 
point — that  this  bill  appropriated  an  amount  in 
gross,  subject  to  be  applied  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  He  (Mr.  A  )  contended  that  there  was 
no  violation  of  the  usual  practice  in  this  case; 
the  appropriation  was  necessarily  subject  to  be  ap- 
plied according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
As  to  striking  out  the  6(h  clause  of  the  bill,  he 
bad  no  objection  to  it  whatever;  for  he  considered 
tbe  provision  contained  in  that  clause  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary.  There  was  no  specific  provision 
requisite,  in  order  to  give  to  the  Executive  the 
power  of  making  the  application  of  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  into 
efifect. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  there  was  no  specific  ap- 
propriation,  because  no  additional  expense  was 
added  to  the  existing  expenses  of  the  navy.  If  no 
treaty  had  been  made,  the  same  difficulty  would 
exist  with  regard  to  the  right  of  visitation.  The 
treaty  had  not  created  the  difficulty;  it  had  grown 
out  of  other  subjects;  and  if  a  war  should  here- 
after take  place,  in  consequence  of  the  British  in- 
sisting upon  the  right  of  visitation,  so  far  from  the 
treaty  being  responsible  for  prodacing  it,  we  would 
be,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  the  treaty, 
in  an  infinitely  better  position  than  before;  be- 
cause we  would  then  have  hot  only  the  law  of  nations 
in  our  favor,  but  that  which  was  infinitely  stronger, 
and  which  could  not  fail  to  command  tbe  sympa- 
thies of  the  world — the  express  stipulations  of  a 
treaty.  He  believed  the  interpretation  put  upon  it 
by  the  President  was  the  true  interpretation.  He 
would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon 
this  matter.  He  did  not  think  there  was  the 
slightest  nec^sity  for  the  amendment;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  thought  it  right  and  proper 
that  the  American  people  should  know  something 
about  the  additional  expense  which  would  be  en- 
tailed upon  this  Government  by  the  treaty.  Under 
the  present  bill,  tbe  Executive  might  go  on  and 
appropriate  ten  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  for 
this  leason  he  was  desirous  of  fixing  upon  a  specific 
sum;  for,  unless  some  limit  were  given  to  the  ex« 


ppnditure  in  this  way,  it  could  never  be  a^brrtaiaed 
how  much  expense  the  treaty  had  entailed  vpoa 
the  Government.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  andaayt 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  if  the  gentleman  would  refer 
to  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he 
would  find  that  no  additional  expense  was  to  be 
incurred;  a  change  of  destination  for  a  part  of  the 
gross  amount  was  all  that  would  be  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  believed  it  waa  not  dMo- 
mary  to  put  the  whole  number  of  the  wtmtAM  com- 
posing the  American  navy  into  eommisaioB  at 
once,  during  a  time  of  peace. 

The  allegation  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  was, 
that  the  same  number  of  shipK  would  be  employed 
without  the  treaty  as  with  it.  One  of  two  things 
must,  then,  be  the  caae:  either  that  too  few  ahipe  bid 
heretofore  been  employed — [Mr.  EVANS.  TIat 
ig  it]— or  else  that  a  greater  number  than  #as  ae 
cessary  were  to  have  been  commisaioDed  without 
reference  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  the  objeet  of  the  Sea. 
ator  from  Ohio  now  turned  out  to  be,  to  aaoertaia 
the  additional  expense  which  this  country  would  be 
subjected  to,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty.  He 
submitted,  in  all  eandori  to  that  Senator,  whether 
there  would  be  any  additional  expense,  as  it-  wai 
requisite,  at  all  events,  to  have  a  large  foree  upon 
the  coast  of  Africa;  and  whether  tbe  whole  ez* 
pense  of  that  force  was  to  be  attributable  to  ihe 
existence  of  the  treaty.  And  he  would  submit  to 
the  Senator  a  still  stronger  question.  Tbe  Sena- 
tor was  aware  of  tbe  existing  state  of  things  in  this 
country;  and  he  was  also.aware  that  Great  Britain 
had  acquired  the  right  of  visitation  and  supervision 
partly  by  our  own  agency  and  example.  We 
bad,  ourselves,  induced  her  to  take  the  course  she 
had.  We  were  the  first  to  condemn  the  African 
slave-trade;  and  yet  it  was  well  known  that  all 
slavers  were  in  the  habit  of  making  frauduknt 
use  of  our  flag.  He  submitted,  then,  whether, 
upon  considerations  of  honor  and  duty,  we  were 
not  bound  to  send  vessels  to  that  ooaat,  to  prevent 
sDch  abuses;  and  whether  the  charge  incurred  for 
that  purpose  should  be  attributed  to  the  tteatj. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that,  if  the  Senator^  nigi- 
ment  was  good,  there  was  no  occasion  for  us  to 
enter  into  a  tre|ity  at  all;  and  its  only  effect 
would  be  to  place  ourselves  under  an  obligation  to 
do  that  which  we  were  bound  to  do  before.  Bat 
he  had  yet  to  learn  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
keeping  one-tenth  of  our  fleet  upon  the  const  of 
Africa.  He  would  undertake  to  say  that  dbe  ex- 
penses incurred  by  reason  of  tbe  treaty  wotidd 
more  than  quadruple  the  expense  whiefa  witbont 
ii,  would  have  been  requisite  for  that  bmneb  ot 
the  public  service.  He  was  opposed  to  that  nrtieie 
of  the  ueaty  upon  higher  grounds.  Great  Britain 
possessed  the  greatest  maritime  power  of  any  nn> 
titiU  upon  earth;  she  had  twenty  guns  to  our  on^ 
she  was,  consequently»  by  this  arrangement,  dis- 
posing of  one-tenth  of  our  naval  force,  and,  to  ibat 
extent,  weakening  our  power.  Eighty  guas,  to  as, 
were  something;  to  her,  nothing.  This  was  a  very 
impor'ant  consideration,  independently  of  (he 
enormous  increase  of  expense. 

Mr.  ARCHER  entreated  theSenator  from  Booth 
Carolina  not  to  persist  in  raising  a  general  Mmm 
upon  tbe  subject  of  the  treaty;  and  he  appealed— 
and  he  thought  his  appeal  would  not  be  in  Taia— 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  whose  motion  had  given 
rise  to  this  discu^ion,  to  forbear  protracting  tbs 
debate  at  this  time.  A  single  word  would  suffice  to 
dismiss  the  whole  subject.  The  question  whethsr 
it  was  our  policy  to  have  a  certain  namber  of  guas 
upon  the  AJrcan  coast,  could  aot  now  by  posSbil- 
ity  arise — and  whyl  Because  we  were  bound  by 
treaty  stipulations.  Whether  expedient  or  ae^ 
we  were  bound  to  employ  that  particular  number 
for  the  next  five  years,  in  the  suppression  of  tbe 
slave-trade.  He  submitted  to  the  honorable  Sea^ 
ator  from  Ohio,  whether  he  desired  to  be  instru- 
mental— no  matter  whether  he  deemed  the  foree  too 
great  or  not — in  involving  this  country  in  the  tmt- 
mission  of  a  breach  of  public  faith?  That  hoaoh 
^ble  Senator,  and  the  Senator  from  MisBonii, 
seemed '  to  regard  the  sixth  clause  of  this  bill  as 
something  extraordinary.  And  he  eontemtd  that 
he  himself  regarded  it  as  an  extmoidinary  propo- 
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tiUoB,  that  a  portion  of  the  naval  force  of  th^ 
oonntry  ahoald  receive  its  destination  from  Coq- 
gms.  Congress  might,  with  eqial  propriety,  indi- 
cate what  force  should  be  sent  to  the  Pacific,  and 
what  to  the  Mediterranean.  Who  ever  heard  be- 
fore that  thii  was  a  part  of  the  doty  of  Congress? 
Was  Congress  to  engross  everything — to  dictate 
everythiog?  No:  this  had  not  been  the  practice  of 
the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
matter  which  ooght  to  be  left  to  the  Execntive— 
and  whyl  The  reason  was  very  obvious:  becanse 
at  one  part  of  the  year  a  greater  force  might  be 
reqaired  at  a  given  place,  than  at  another  part  of 
the  same  year. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  Senator  had  admon- 
ished him — 

[Mr.  ARCHER.  Not  admonish,  bat  reqnest.] 
—not  to  go  into  the  debate.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  tho  ^monition;  for  he  diJ  not  intend  even  to 
be  driven  into  a  general  discussion.  He  had  one 
word,  however,  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  in 
jastiee  to  himself,  and  to  those  who  thought  with 
him  upon  this  sabject;  and .  it  was,  that  when  the 
Senator  proposed  to  show  what  expense  should  be 
incurred,  he  ought  to  be  prepared  to  show  what 
foccewas  necessary.  It  appeared  that  the  Sena- 
tor was  not  prepared;  and,  therefore,  there  would  be 
afalla^,  to  some  extent — and,  in  his  opinion,  to  a 
great  extent— if  the  pariieular  amount  specified  by 
the  Senator  shonld  be  fixed  upon. 

Bir.  RIVES  said  the  amendment  ought  not  to  pre- 
vail, heeaose  it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
vision that  eighty  guns  should  be  kept  afloat  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.  A  proviso  te  the  sixth  srciion 
of  tlie  bill,  that  the  expense  of  the  African  squad* 
ron  shall  not  exceed  f^340,000,  would  amount  to 
a  prohibition  of  carrying  out  the  express  stipula- 
tion ef  the  treaty  in  that  particular.  One  of  the 
important  objections  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  was  that,  by  force  of  treaty,  this  Govern- 
ment undertakes  to  settle  how  the  public  armed 
foroe  shall  be  employed — a  power  which  the  Sena- 
tor denies  to  belong  to  the  treaty- making  power. 
Bat  the  sixth  section  of  this  bill  shows  that  this 
power  is  effectually  checked  by  the  legislatiTre  ac- 
tkm  neeeasary  to  its  approval.  Mr.  R.  enlarged 
upon  this  view,  and  proceeded  at  considerable 
length  to  review  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  compact  with  the  British  Gkrvemment  became 
the  best  and  only  policy  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  could  adopt.  He  expressed  his 
firm  conviction  that  the  British  cruiser;,  let  what 
will  be  said  in  or  out  of  Parliament,  will  not,  pend- 
iag  tUe  treaty,  attempt  to  interfere  with  American 
vessels;  and  that  there  will  be  no  exercise  of  the 
right  of  visitation  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  heretofore 
■hserted  by  Great  Britain.  He,  for  one,  denied— 
what  he  was  sorry  to  find  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  been  betrayed  into  the  admission  of, 
in  his  message— that  Great  Britain  could  have  any 
right  of  Tisiiation;  for  he  maintained  that  an  entry 
on  board  an  American  vessel,  even  under  the  cir- 
comstanees  here  supposed — whether  under  the 
name  of  visit  or  search — would  be,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  of  nations,  a  trespass,  involving  a  legal 
responsibility  for  the  act  in  every  case;  that  the 
measure  of  that  responsibility  might  be  mitigated 
and  extenuated,  according  to  circumstances;  but 
that  in  no  case  conld  a  right^far  less  a  "perfect" 
right— be  recognised,  on  the  part  of  a  foreign 
cruiser,  to  enter  on  board  an  American  vessel  on 
the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  to  ascertain  her 
nationality  or  character  by  an  examination  of  her 
papers,  Ac.,  or  for  any  other  purpose;  that  the  deck 
of  an  American  vessel  should  be  beld  as  inviolable 
as  the  precincts  of  the  national  territory;  that  a 
British  cruiser,  suspecting  a  vessel  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  pirate  or 
slave-trader  of  some  power  which  had  conce- 
ded the  right  ol  search,  might,  upon  her  re- 
fponsibility,  enter  on  board  such  vessel,  but  she 
would  do  so  at  her  peril;  and,  if  the  ves- 
sel tamed  out  to  be  a  bana  fide  American  ves- 
sel, an  act  will  have  been  committed,  drawing  af- 
ter it  all  the  legal  consequences  of  a  trespass, 
for  which  indemnity  and  redress,  correspond- 
ing to  the  drcum&tances  of  the  case,  would  be 
due.  The  position  which  he  sought  to  estab- 
lish    and  which  he  thought  it  of  the  highest  import- 


ance to  maintain,  J>oth  in  regard  to  the  consistency 
and  integrity  of  the  maritime  code,  and  for  the 
practical  security  of  national  independence — is,  that 
there  is  no  right,  on  the  part  of  a  British  cruiser, 
in  any  case,  to  enter  the  deck  of  an  American 
vessel  on  the  high  seas  in  time  of  peace;  and  that 
whatever  circumstances  of  suspicion,  real  or  im- 
aginary, "felt  or  feigned,*^  may  lead  to  it,  as  soon  as 
the  vessel  thus  entered  and  detained  on  the  high- 
way of  nations  is  discovered  to  be  a  himtLjUk  Amer- 
ican vessel,  a  legal  responsibility  for  the  act  as  a 
trespass  aoernes.  If  ihis  responsibility  be  admitted, 
(as  it  would  seem  to  be  inihe  later  communications 
of  the  British  Government,)  the  very  admission 
nullifies  the  alleged  right,  and  reduces  it  to  a  solecism 
in  language.  He  hoped  and  believed  effectnal 
steps  would  be  taken  between  this  Government  and 
Great  Britain  to  guard  against  any  inference  of  a 
conceded  right  of  visitation  to  be  drawn  from  the 
incautious  admission  in  the  Presidents  message. 

The  sixth  section  of  this  bill  was  particularly 
commended  to  him,  as  recognising  the  prinpiple  that 
legislative  concurrence  was  indiispensable  to  the 
treaty  making  power,  by  giving  Congress  a  veto, 
through  the  exercise  of  its  right  of  making  appro- 
priations, in  withholding  the  means  of  carrying  out 
a  treaty  improperly  made. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a 
recess  as  soon  as  this  question  was  disposed  of. 
He  appealed  to  Senators  on  both  sides  to  abstain 
from  debate,  in  consideration  of  the  arrear  of 
business  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  RIYBS  protested  against  the  leeture  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine.  He  had  heretofore  abstained 
from  die  expression  of  his  opinions,  and  did  hope 
that,  situated  as  he  had  been,  he  would  have  been 
allowed  half  an  hour  for  presenting  his  views. 

Mr.  ARCHER  renewed  his  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  particulafly  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  to 
let  the  question  be  taken  on  the  pendiog  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ALLEN  modified  his  amendment,  by  ma- 
king the  sum  1981,000. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Virgmia,  [Mr. 
BivBS,]particular)y  with  regard  to  the  denunciation 
of  the  British  claim  to  the  right  of  visitation.  He 
wished  to  know  of  the  ehairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  whether  that  portion  of  the 
President's  message  relating  to  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, as  regards  suspected  piracy,  is  correctly  given 
in  the  printed  copies  of  the  message;  and  if  so, 
what  was  the  exact  understanding  of  the  princi- 
ple. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied  that  he  understood  the 
law  of  nations  to  relate  to  piracy  proper — not  the 
piracy  of  the  slave-trade. 

Mr.  LINN  made  allusion  to  a  particular  in- 
stance of  supposed  piracy  in  the  slave-trade,  in 
which  an  acknowledged  outrage  had  been  commit^ 
ted  on  an  American  vessel.  And  with  regard  to 
the  harshness  of  language  indulged  in  by  Ameri< 
can  legislators  against  Great  Britain,  he  asked  did 
it  not  arise  out  of  the  fact  that  Great  Britain  was 
always  the  aggressor  against  the  rights  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  therefore  the  language  of  resent^ 
ment  was  natural.  He  asked  what  reparation  had 
been  provided  for  the  outrages  on  American  ves- 
sels. 

The  hill  was  then  read  a  third  tinlle,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Senate  to  Uke  up  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  steamboat  law.  He  proposed 
a  modification  of  the  Senate's  amendment,  which 
would  recoQcile  all  diflienlties  between  the  two 
Houses. 

The  modification  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  take  a  recess  till  six 
o'clock 

Mr.  MERRICK  objected.  -. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  asked  whether  experience  had 
not  satisfied  him  that,   after   dianer,  gentlemen 
would  be  more  disposed  fo  make  long  speeches 
y  than  before  it. 
|[     Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  he  never  made  long 


speeches  at  a  period  of  the  session  calling  for  ac- 
tion rather  than  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  EviNSt  and  the  Senate  look  a  recess  till  six 
o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION— 6i  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  session. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  Senate  that  a  joint 
resolution  had  just  been  presented  from  the  House, 
explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
King.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  the 
joint  reroluiion  could  not  be  received  without  a 
suspension^  by  tbe  House,  of  the  16ih  joint  rule, 
which  prohibits  tbe  sending  from  either  House  to 
the  other  any  bill  or  resolution  originating  within 
the  last  three  days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  KING  said  it  would  be  necessary  to  return 
the  resolution  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  it  was  a  bai  merely  to  cor- 
rect an  error  in  the  phraseology  of  a  law,  which 
passed  this  session;  and  he  hoped,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  Senate  would  agree  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  KING  replied  that  the  Senate  could  not  re- 
ceive it  by  unanimous  consent.  The  rule  was  inl- 
perative.  It  made  no  difference  what  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill  was.  Though  the  bill  was  unim- 
portant,  the  principle  involved  was  the  same.  He 
moved  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  return  the  joint  resolution  to  the  Hoiise, 
accompanied  by  a  message,  expressing  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  that  it  could  not  be  received  unless 
by  a  suspension,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the 
joint  rule.    The  order  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  bill,  fixing  by  computation  the  valne, 
at  tbe  custom-house,  of  certain  German  and  otter 
foreign  coins,  having  been  returned  from  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
EVANS,  those  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  reducing  the  ratei  of  post- 
age, having  been  returned  from  the  Hotise  with 
sundry  amendments,  was  taken  up  for  considera* 

tien;  when 

Mr.  MBRRICK  said,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  he  took  that  opportunity  to  examine  the 
amendments  of  the  House;  and  it  was  his  opinion, 
upon  such  an  examioation,  that  the  Seaate  conla 
not,  with  propriety,  concur  in  them.  The  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate,  fixed  the  rate  to  the 
Federal  coin,  and  graduated  it  according  to  dis- 
tances throughout  the  Union;  but  the  amendments  of 
the  House  proposed  to  strike  out  these  provisions 
of  tbe  Senate  bill,  and  to  substitute  a  provision 
regulating  the  postage  according  to  weight;  a  pro- 
vision which  he  believed  would  be  destructive  of 
the  revenues  of  the  department,  ^e  moved  that 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House. 

The  Senate  disagreed,  and  the  bill  was  returned. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resohition; 
which  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

BMolved,  That  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Freemont,  of  the 
Topographical  Engineera,  be  printed,  for  the  uee  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  map  and  drawingi  engraved;  and  that  ■  ■  ^hf^M 
extra  copies  be  printed;  and  Uiai  the  work  be  done  under  th» 
reviiion  and  correction  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  and  each 
extra  copy  be  covered  with  stout  colored  pap;|i:;  end  that  one 
hundred  copiee  be  delivered  to  the  Topographical  Bnreao,  for 
distribution. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion,  which  lies  over  one  day: 

RtMolvtd^  That  there  bo  printed,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Topographical  Bui  eau,  three  hundred  copiee  of  the  large  out- 
line map  of  Mr.  Nicolet'egeographicat  exploration  weet  of  tbe 
Miaelaaippi  river;  and  fifteenljundred  copiee  of  the  mtoo  nuip, 
reduced  to  a  convenient  and  suitable  bIwj,  with  the  topograph- 
ical details,  to  accompany  the  report,  or  descriptive  memoir,  of 
the  country  which  it  is  Intended  to  llinitrate. 

Mr.  MERRICK  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  execa* 
tive  business;  to  which    the  Senate   refused    to 

yield.  ^         ^  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  proceeded 

to  copsider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 

IVom  the  House  to  authorize  the  reissue  of  treasury 

notes,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  questioB  pending  being  the  following  amend* 

ment  proposed   by  the  Committee   on  Finanee, 

viz: 
Bao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  In  lieu  of  Iwing 

Ibe  treasury  notes  in  the  manner  authorised  by  ine  wf>  mc- 

tioaof  this  act,  the  President,  (it;  iobMopioioD,  itahaUbefoT 
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tlM  ifitereit  of  the  United  Slates  ro  to  do,)  may  cause  any  of 
aald  notes  now  outstanding  to  be  redeemed  and  caficelled  m 
they  become  due,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  re* 
deetm  them  out  of  the  funds  in  the  treasurr*  by  an  issue  of 
•tock  of  the  United  States  for  the  amount  thus  redeemed,  in 
tbrsaoie  form,  for  the  same  time,  and  under  the  aaipe  restrfc* 
tiooa,  limitations,  and  provisions,  as  are  conuined  in  an  act 
approred  April  fifteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  en- 
tftleti  "An  aa  for  the  exterisiun  of  the  loan  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty -one,  and  for  an  addition  of  five  miilions  of  dollars 
t^reto,  and  for  allowing  interest  on  treasury  notes  dde,"  ex- 
cept that  no  commissions  shall  be  allowed  or  paid  for  the  oego- 
ttatkm  of  such  business. 

Mr.  EVANS  sakl  that  tb«  Senate  were  aware 
that  there  •  were  now  ootstaaiJiDg  sometbiBg  like 
eleven  and  a  half  millions  of  treasury  notes.  Of 
tbat  amount,  near  |4,000,000,  according  to  bis  rec 
olleetion,  were  due  on  preaen'ment  at  the  depart* 
naat;  and  the  holders  might  at  any  moment  pre- 
sent ibem  and  demand  pajn^en';  and  the  residue 
(about  17,000,000)  would  fall  due  within  the  year. 
In  fact,  be  might  aay  that  the  whole  |l  1,000  000 
were  payable  this  year.    Theie  was  nothing  which 

S relented  th«  presentation  of  those  noie.s  lo  the 
ef^riment  now,  but  the  resolution  of  last  session 
authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  until  iheyr  were 
redeemed.  It  was  ob?ious  tbat,  if  genilemm 
would  look  at  the  state  of  the  treasury,  they  would 
see  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  redeem  this 
.year  any  part  of  the  outstanding  treasury  notes,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  carry  on  the  cpera'ions  of  the 
Ueasniy.  Near  |3,500,000  of  ihose  notes  were 
not  on  ioterebt  after  they  become  due,  but  the 
rest  were.  Congress  did  not  provide  that  interest 
should  coatinue  until  the  redemption  of  those 
three  and. a  half  millions.  The  objf>ct  to  be  effect- 
ed by  the  ameDdment  was  to  place  those  treasury 
notes  now  falling  due  on  the  same  foundation  as 
the  previous  issues — that  Was,  that  as  loitg  as  they 
were  outstanding,  ihey  should  be  entitled  to  int«*resu 
The  very  moment  those  notes  cease  to  bear  inter- 
est,  he  could  assure  gentlemen  they  would  be  re- 
turned upon  the  irea^Bry.  The  object,  therefore, 
was  to  continue  those  three  and  a  half  millions  on 
the  sapie  looting  that  the  previous  issues  were. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  had  tgreed  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  amendment  pending;  so  that,  if  the 
Secretary  could  not  redeem  the  notes  as  they  fall 
due,  out  of  the  means  at  his  command,  during  the 
present  year,  he  conid  exercise  the  discretion 
whether  he  would  take  them  up,  or  fund  them 
under  the  limitations  ct  the  act  of  1842 — which 
limitatioaa  were  all  calculated  to  guard  the  treas- 
ury. Thecommitice  had  examined  ihi5  matter  with 
as  much  deliberation  as  they  couUl;  and  they  be- 
lieved that  it  was  expedient  and  proper,  in:tt^d  of 
issuing  new  treasury  notes,  to  leave  the  discretion  to 
the  Secreiary  either  to  fund  those  outstanding,  or 
not,  as  he  mi^ht  think  best  under  the  circum- 
stances. If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  matter, 
they  could  not  expect  th»t  the  treasury  would  be 
able  to  redeem  111,000,000  of  nrtes  outstanding, 
and  carry  on  its  operations,  out  of  the  means  for 
the  year.  The  true  question  was,  in  fact,  whether 
they  eould  get  along  even  without  the  redemption 
of  any  of  the  notes.  It  was  as  much  as  they  could 
do  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment f^om  the  accruing  revenue.  Mr.  B  then 
went  on  to  show  what  would  be  the  receipts  for 
the  year.  Jhe  passage  of  this  bill  would  not  in- 
ereaae  the  public  debt. 

There  was  no  mode  of  increasing  it,  unless  Con- 
gress aothorized  it.  The  Senator  on  the  other 
aide,  [Mr.  McDuFPiKt]  the  other  day,  without  look- 
ing at  this  matter,  told  the  Senate  that  the  public 
debt  was  |30,000,000,  and  was  rapidly  going  up 
to  |40»000,000;  and  that,  before  the  end  of- the 
year,  it  would  be  f40.000,000.  He  (Mr.  E.)  de- 
sired to  say  that  it  waa  utterly  impossible  that 
there  could  be  such  an  increase,  unless  the  Senate 
and  this  Congress  auihoriztd  it.  Therefore,  he 
could  say  that  there  wns  an  outstanding  debt  of 
t3S,000,0#0  only;  of  which  1 1 1,000,000  were  treas- 
ury notes,  and  the  rest  the  loans  which  had  been 
authorized  at  the  last  and  preceding  sessions  of 
Gongrass.  Mr.  E.  went  on  still  further  in  an  ar« 
gument,  to  show  that  it  was  utterly  out  of  the  power 
a(  the  Government,  either  in  the  year  1843  or 
lS4i,  to  redeem  those  |11,000,000  of  treasury 
notes,  and  also  the  |5,000.000  loan,  which  would 
fall  diBte  before  1845.  The  committee,  therefore, 
pfopMsd  now  to  isotore  the  31  milUons  of  treaaaqF 


notes  to  the  former  loan,  of  ^hich  it  was  in  f&ct, 
a  part— that  amount  of  treasury  notes  having  b^en 
is>ued  in  lien  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
not  distinctly  heard,  but  to  which 

Mr.  EVANQ  replied,  showing  what  wouM  he 
the  condition  of  th^  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  differed,  not  rnty  wiib  the  conjectural  estimates 
of  the  department,  but  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Comntiitee  of  the  other  House. 
He  bebtfvtd  that  the  revenue  from  customs  would 
bn  |]5;000,000;  rnd  he  would  noi  be  surprised  if  it 
should  go  up  to  117,000,000,  instead  of  |13,000,000, 
as  supposed.  He  greatly  leared  that  ihe  revenue 
would  be  too  1an?e — not  (ot  the  wants  of  the  treas- 
ury, but  for  the  good  of  the  country.  His  opinion 
was  founded  upon  the  iact,  that  there  was  a  super- 
abun^nce  of  money  in  tfce  great  commercial  em- 
porium (New  York)  feeking  investment.  He 
feared  that  that  superabundance  would  l?ad  to  im- 
proper speculation,  and  would  cause  to  be  brought 
into  the  country  more  gtods  than  were  necessary 
for  proper  and  ordinary  consumption. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  understood  that  the  whole 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  enable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  fund  so  m(<ch  of  iheoutstancK 
ing  treasury  notes  as  the  necessities  of  the  treasury 
might  require.  They  must  either  do  (hat,  or  cre^ 
ale  a  eause  for  asfembling  an  extra  stssioo,  which 
he  believed  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  eniscs  that 
could  beiall  the  country.  Ht  preferred  the  alter- 
native of  eooierriag  power  to  fond  the  treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  Maine 
[Mr.  BvAjit]  whether,  if  they  funded  the  notes, 
there  weuld  be  any  limitation  as  to  the  time— 
whether  they  would  be  redeemed  at  the  p'easure  of 
the  holder,  or  the  option  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  EVANS  taid  they  would  be  funded  on  the 
fame  conditions,  and  on  the  sasie  time,  as  was  pro- 
vided for  in  the  loan  law. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  next  took  the  floors  and  made 
an  elaborate  and  very  able  speech  (which  will  be 
publit^hed  hereafler)  showing  the  absolute  necessi- 
ty of  making  some  provision  to  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
treasury  for  the  year.  He  showed  that,  with  all 
the  anticipated  means,  both  from  landr  and  cus* 
toms,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  redeem  any 
of  the  treasury  notes  now  falling  due.  The  oo^ 
question  with  him,  then;  was,  whether  they  should 
go  on  and  authorize  a  reissue  of  the  notes  falling 
due,  or  leave  the  discretionary  power  with  the  Sec- 
retary to  fund  so  much  of  the  notes  as  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  wheels  of  the  treasury  in  opera- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  the  reissue,  for  two  rea- 
sons: one  wa%  that  it  was  not  so  economical  as 
funding  the  notes;  and  the  ott)er  was,  that  it  gave 
too  much  countenance  to  the  idea  of  a  Govern- 
ment paper  circulation.  He  could  only  justify  the 
it-sue  of  treasury  notes  as  a  means  of  anticipating 
the  revenue,  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  on  the 
treasury.  He  much  prefeired  a  loan  to  a  resort 
to  treasury  notes. 

Mf .  W.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  revenue 
anticipated  for  ihe  year,  according  to  the  Secretary's 
own  showing,  would  be  totally  inadequate  to  sup- 
ply the  treasury,  and  to  prevent  a  new  accumula- 
tion of  debt.  He  believed  that  the  income  had 
been  overrated.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show  to 
what  extent  the  debt  had  accumulated  under  the 
Whig  administration  of  the  Government.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Eentuekj,  [Mr.  Clay,]  before  he  retired  from 
the  Senate,  which  set  forh  the  declaration,  thst  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  within 
the  year  the  means  for  carrying  on  the  Government 
for  the  year;  and  maintained  that  the  present  ma- 
jority of  (Tongre^!*,  instead  of  complying  with  that 
declaration  of  duty,  had  widely  departed  fVom  it; 
that  they  had  permitted  the  debt  to  go  on  accumu- 
lating from  year  to  year,  by  millions.  He  saw  no 
mode  of  providing  within  the  year  the  means  to 
carry  on  the  Government  during  the  year,  except 
by  having  a  proper  revenue  tariff,  and  by  resorting 
to  the  wise  system  of  legislattrn  (which  the  present 
party  in  power  should  kave  resorted  to)  of  brivrg^ 
ing  down  the  expenses  of  Oovemmfut  to  th^  in- 
come of  the  Grovernnent. 


Mr.  CRitTENDEN  said  the  dniKtor 
to  be  exceedingly  indignant  with  socnethlDf  , 
was  iif    The  amendment,  or  the  bilf? 

Mr*  WOODBURY  observed  that,  eo  farftMl 
that,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EYAJtS  a<^ked  what,  then,  was  tbn  Eteitfttoc 
doirg  but  acoldiog  him,  (Mr.  R,)  or  uM^tqiiji^ 
for  introducing  an  amendment  which  be  is  jgoia|jf 
vote  for?  He  (Mr.  E.)  was  really  a^bantdte  fpi 
himself  called  upon  to  explain  for  the  rouith  Cf 
fifth  tia?e,  in  vain,  the  extent  of  the  debt,  t|M  esti> 
mates  of  the  revenue,  and  the  fact  that  the  creai^ 
ury  notes  to  be  met  are  «nly  re-issue*  of  ^the  vc^ 
treasury  notes  which  the  Senator  himself  either 
originated  or  sanctioned. 

The  Senator  says  he  agrees  with  him  (fiftr.  ^  ) 
on  all  the  essential  points  of  the  bill.  Wliy«.4l^ 
consume  time  in  debate  The  Senator  waUfs'  lo 
see  and  examine  a  mass  of  figures,  and  to  otfli 
calcuTationr,  but  to  what  porpobc?  Now,  itHyHm 
to  prove  there  would  be  only  seven  nii0lio^  H 
revenue  for  the  year,  he  (Mr.  B)  would uattlBt 
prediction  the  reverse  of  the  Senator*? — be  wbull 
say  tbat  the  revenue  of  the  yearwruld  be^ft^^W/ 
000;  he  wou'd  go  further,  be  would  say  f  17,00^3^- 
Tlie  import*  rtf  February  are  coming  op-^hose  df 
March  will  be  more,  jrgentlemen  want  toinM^ttS 
revenue  fail,  they  have  only  to  keep  making  Wr 
predictions,  and  promising  that  they  vrill  repm  1M 
uriff  biH,  and  e^ry  other  measureof  tm  Oon* 
grew,  on  the  first  day  of  next  seision.  If^p  9^ 
eeed  in  persuading  importers  that  they  #ffl  hfn 
down  duties  by  the  1st  of  January  next,  these  itf 
porters  will  hold  off  from  ordering  iuinortatioos, 
and  the  gentlemen  can  succeed  in  breaking  do#u 
the  treasury,  and  thereby  verify  their  Mudtetiova 
Let  this  tariff  stand  but  two  years,  and  it  Will  be 
proved  that  the  revenue  can  effectually  earry^  os 
the  Government. 

The  (Soverement  complaint  of  this  moment  is, 
the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  cash  duties. 

Money  is  exoeedingly  plenty.  The  baahs  is 
New  York  have  nine  millions  of  specie  ia  iheiy 
vaults;  they  cannoi  lend  it  out  safely  at  eTSii  6  fflr 
cent.  It  is  now  going  into  the  commesoe  of  ihs 
coontry.  The  danger  is,  that,  for  the  last  qpaim 
of  this  year,  the  imports  will  be  too  large — not  fm 
the  treasury,  but  for  the  interests  of  tbecoanuy. 
He  verily  believed  ihe  whole  revenue  of  Ihe  year 
would  exceed  f  15,000,000.  He  knew  theve  warn 
connteracting  causes;  a  reduction  op  the  prica  sC 
the  great  staple,  cotton,  for  instance.  But  he  ex- 
pected the  price  would  revive. 

Large  importations  of  speeie  had  been  eomlig 
in  during  the  last  year.  This  cannot  ooatiaae 
lona;  go^s  must  come  in  instead  of  specie. 

-The  opinion  of  the  best  informed  mtivhanta  ia 
Boston  and  New  York  is,  tbat  the  imports  of  lbs 
last  quarter  o(  the  year  will  be  such  at  K^giva 
'115,000,000  of  revenue  for  the  year. 

The  Senator  thought  he  discovered  sovae  want 
of  information  or  conceal  (nent  in  the  estimates  of 
the  revenue.  He  referred  to  reporls  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  wherein  a  difference  in  the 
estimates  appeared.  This  arose  out  of  goods  bciBg 
stored,  which  di  I  not  pay  duties  on  the  arrival, 
but  did  in  sixty  days.  On  this  account,  the  Cli- 
mate, in  one  of  those  instances,  embraced  the  re- 
ceipts of  revenue,  including  half  a  million  tlroai  a 
former  quarter;  and  **aecruin|  revenue**  meant 
the  revenue  of  the  quarter  on  the  importatloiii  of 
the  quarter.  * 

.  Mr.  WOODBURY  would  make  a  short  expla- 
nation, not  intending  to  make  a  speech,  or  lo  aenid 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  he  supposed.  As  to 
the  Senator's  allusion  to  his  administration  of  thi 
treasury:  was  it  not  the  fact,  that  all  the  trmsny 
notes  outstanding  when  he  left  the  trctstiy 
amounted  only  to  |5,500.000! 

Mr.  EVANS.  Did  not  the  Senator  reeommead 
and  assent  to  the  issue  of  five  and  a  half  mfilicM 
more? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  replied  that  be  had  antalfl 
to  the  issue  of  five  and  a  half  milllom  of 'Mir 
treasury  notes,  to  take  up  the  old  ones. 

Mr.  EVANS.  No,  sir;  no.  Five  and  a  htif 
millions  of  a  new  issue,  to  supply  the  treasniy. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assured  thatfe^atqrlp  wi4 
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flusiim.    Mi,  W.  then  ezpkined  (be  matter  at 

^jb^  BUCHANAN  begged  that  the  question 
ijIPjRia  be  aDowed  to  be  taken.  The  Senator  from 
Carolina  had  said,  berore  the  recess,  thai 
WM  digger  of  gentlemen  being  more  eloqoeDt 
r  fTipner  than  before  it.  He  (Mr.  B.)  be- 
^ his  prediction  was  about  to  be  verified.  His 
^  oom  New  Hampshire  and  his  (nend  frrm 
had  enlightened  the  Senate  with  disqai&i- 
&^  on  tariff,  revenue,  treasury  notes,  and  other 
mga*  while  no  question  was  pending;  tor  ail 
to  Tote  for  the  amendmepL  Now,  with  the 
wy  calendar  yet  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  long 
of  nominations  to  be  considered  in  executive 

f^'^iou*  he  tskf  d|  was  it  proper  to  be  disposing  of 
lasi  few  honia  of  the  session  in  ageless  dvqoisi 
\i$^    He  went  for  action — action — action  1 

Mn  Calhoun  made  some  remarks,  concnr- 
£h^  in  t&e  views  expres&ed  by  ihe  chairman  of  the 
^uiuttee  on  Finance,  ibat  ^tbe  rtvennes  would 
^,  in  all  probability,  largely  iaereased  before  the 
«|l4  of  the  year.  He  grounded  his  belief  on  the 
MiOBLnt  of  exports,  wbiah,  he  asitumed^  would  be 
Mtoat  one  hundred  millions,  which  would  be  re- 
tiimed  in  the  form  of  goods  dutiable;  ibough  it 
was  possible  a  portion  might  be  returned  in  the 

SI  of  State  «K>cl»»  or  be  smuagled  in;  in  which 
r  easeSf  (be  revenues  would  be  lesAened  to  the 
extent  oi  the  returns  in  that  form. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
WW  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  where  the 
amendment  was  concorred  in.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRlA. 

TION  BILL. 

Mr.  SVAN8  moved  to  take  up  the  House  bill 
No,  804^  ^making  appropriations  for  the  cif  il  and 
diplomaiie  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
ftcal  year  ending  the  30ih  dify  <  f  Juce,  1844  *' 

Tha  bill  waa  then  taken  up  for  consideration  as 
ia  Doamitne  of  the  whok*,  and  the  amendmenis 
meommended  by  the  Oommitiee  on  Finance  were 
nad. 

The  first  amendment  was: 

,<*and  Uw  cQBploymMt  of  all  Um  penooe  for  wMeb  appro* 

yv  litmMalbre  mad*  inaaid  dapanoMnt,  are  hertby 

and  auihorlxed  in  the  lame  manner  aa  airoilar  em* 

ittta  were  legalfsad  in  the  other  Execuura  deparuuenti 

'tfaaaitor  Aiiciiat26, 1849.*' 

After  said  aattendment,  to  insert: 

*^diAMr  tha  axpenaaa  of  diaulbatiog  the  remilnlAK  aam. 
Intof  abt^^eaane  and  Siatiatica,  accordiog  to  a  reaoluUon  of 

The  irst  branch  of  the  amtadment  was  adopted, 
ai  was  alao  the  second. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vito,  page  3,  and  inserts 

"^dr  CKfMDafeS  of  priDting  20,000  copiea  of  the  Cooapendiam 
ofihe  BixLh  Cenaoa,  heretofore  required  by  law  to  be  printed 
n^  rtia  direction  of  the  Becreiaiy  of  Btate,  a  earn  not  ex- 
^Inniir  MJS79  00 :  Protided^  however^  That,  before  the 
iia«cooaBtiepaM,ltahall  be  the  duty  of  tba  Seeretary  of 
State,  or  other  proper  accounting  ofRcer,  to  ascertain,  from  one 
or  tpoD  Aiintereaied  practical  printera|  what  would  be  eon- 
mnreo  a  fiilr  and  ]ast  compenaatlon  for  composiiioa,  preee 
laWtyiipapet,  and  that  ao  miich,aiMl  no  more,  be  allowed." 


Mr.  WOODBURY  hoped  the  chairman  of  the 
Piaaaii!  Committee  would  explain  tbat  amend* 
anvf* 

llr.  ttVANS  remarked  that  the  Census  proper 
was  printed  by  Blair  A  Rives.  By  an  act  of  1641, 
(le  Seeretaty  of  State  was  authorized  to  cause  a 
Compaadium  of  the  Cen^u^  to  be  prioted— that  is, 
a  digest;  of  which  20,000  copies  were  ordered. 
The  Seeretary  of  State  directed  Mr.  Allen  to  print 
this  Compendium.  He  did  so.  The  nnmber  of 
TOlames  ordered  has  been  received  and  distributed. 
The  House  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Allen— not  the 
l«tonnt  contracted  for,  but  the  amount  of  ex^ 
(i^tases— leaving  nothing  for  profit.  The  House 
#ent  on  the  soppcsition  that  there  was  no  authority 
of  law  by  ilrhic^  the  Seeretary  of  State  could  order 
tike  printing  when  the  order  was  made.  There  was 
a  ^tienion  as  to  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the 
CkMnpendium  by  Blair  &  Rives;  the  clerk  of  the 
di^pantnent  affirming  that  there  was  authority, 
fad  tbu  Semtary  of  State  denying  it.  But  the 
jil^f  at  tttUe  now  was  this:  the  Committee  on 
iHtmrtfewed  (be  award  of  the  House  as  barely 
n  aorar  ika  axpcnac}  and  fell  laiidM  that  awiurd 


was  wrong,  and  ihat  it  soould  have  been  in  favor 
of  the  usual  rate  alu^ajs  allowed  ^or  such  pribtiog. 
The  printing  of  the  Census  proper  was  (as  said  be- 
fore) done  by  Blair  &  Rives,  under  the  authority  of 
the  former  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Foisyih;)  and 
the  Compendium  was  printed  by  Mr.  Allen,  under 
the  auibority  of  the  surcceding  Secretary  of  Siate, 
and  according  to  the  law  of  1841.  Coofress  ap- 
propriated upward!)  of  |13l,000  to  pay  tor  the 
printing  of  the  Census  nroper. 

The  priiHing  of  the  Compendium  was  gfiog  on 
at  the  same  lime.  The  House  thought  there  was 
no  law  auihcrizing  Ibe  order  for  printing  the  Com- 
pendium; but  they  did  ndt  go  back  to  see  whether 
there  bad  been  any  more  law  for  ord^ricg  the  print- 
ing of  the  Cenrus  proper.  For  both,  there  was  the 
same  authority-rthat  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Now,  he  ven'ured  to  say  that  the  acinal  expense 
of  piiniing  the  Compendium-^the  sum  actually 
out  of  pocket— Jwas  not  less  than  #95,000.  Good 
fiitb  required  tbat  the  full  price  of  the  contract 
sbould  be  paid.  Before  the  law  of  1841  was  passfd, 
Blair  A  RiTes  also  commenced  prfutlDg  the  Com- 
pendium, en  the  authority  of  the  clerk  of  the  de- 
partment, who  said  the  Secretary  had  authorized 
him  to  make  the  order.  But  this  the  Secretary 
denied;  and,  when  the  law  of  1841  was  passed,  he 
notified  Blair  A  Rives  not  to  proceed  with  the 
printing.  Notwithstanding  this  notificatios,  ihey 
ptaeeeded  with,  and  printed,  iheir  10,000  copies. 
Now,  he  was  not  willing  to  pay  them  on  the  ground 
of  coniract;  bui  he  would  agree,  at  any  moment,  to 
pay  them  a  fair  compensation,  and  take  the  work 
off  their  hands.  This  they  were  not  willlug  to  ac- 
cept; and,  therefore,  they  were  left  out.  And  an- 
other reason  he  had  for  letting  Blair  db  Rives  lie 
over,  was,  ihat,  if  the  gentlemen  opposite  were  lo 
be  in  the  pleniiude  of  the  power  they  anticipated 
next  year,  they  could  pay  Blair  db  Rives  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  showed  that,  at  the  time 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator,  the  work  was  consider- 
ably in  advance  by  Blair  db  Rives,  op  ihe  authority 
of  ihe  clerk  of  the  departmeni,  resting  upon  the 
assurance  of  being  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
Siae.  Now,  the  committee  of  the  House  had  in- 
vestigated the  matter  thoroughly,  and  had  come  to 
the  condition  that  both  Blair  db  Rives  and  Allen 
should  be  paid  their  full  expense;.  The  bill  should 
either  be  su/Tered  to  stand  as  it  is,  or,  if  one  of  the 
printers'  is  advanced  in  price,  so  ought  the  other. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  anked  the  Spuator  from  New 
Hampshire  if  he  denied  the  authority  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  as  to  making  the  contract;  tbat  the 
contract  was  entered  into;  and  if  it  was,  that  it  was 
fulfilled? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  aaid  he  would  read  a  part  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  EVANS  made  a  qaestion  of  order,  on 
reading  a  document  of  the  other  House  as  authority 
in  the  Senate; 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  meant  to  read  it  as 
part  of  his  speech. 

The  CHAIR  thought  it  was  in  order  to  read  such 
matter  as  part  of  a  speech. 

Mr.  EVANS  withdreW^  his  question  o(  order. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  read  the  extract  from  ihe 
report  of  the  Committee  in  the  House.  He  then 
demanded  the  same  justice  for  Messrs.  Blair  & 
Rives,  which  was  intended  for  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  made  an  inquiry,  which 
Mr.  EVANS  answered. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  suted  his  impression 
of  the  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  EVANS  and  Mr.  HENDERSON  discuss- 
ed the  question  at  issue  between  them  for  some 
tine.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  reduction  of  90 
per  cent,  on  the  public  printing  of  Congress;  and 
whether  it  affected  this  contract  or  hot. 

The  aatendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  next  amendment,  being  merely  verbal,  was 
adopted;  as  also  the  so^cf  ediog  amendment. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  correct  several  ver- 
bal errors.    It  was  adopted. 

The  last  amendment  wa«:  '*To  defray  the  eX' 
pen$es  r  f  taking  care  of  and  preserving  the  botan- 
ical and  boriicuUural  specimens  hi  ought  home  by 
the  aquadrou  of  ihe  exploring  expedition,  under  the 


direction  and  control  of  the  Joint  Cummiiteu  on 
the  Library,  (1,200. 

It  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
having  breo  all  gone  thioogb, 

Mr.  EVANS  mo  ed  (on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Library  Committee)  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $5,000  for  removing  the  statue  of  Washings 
•ton  from  the  rot  undo  in  the  C«pitol,  to  the  east  side 
of  the  Capitol  grounds,  with  a  view  of  placing  it 
on  a  pedestal,  unutr  shelter,  and  in  a  proper  posi- 
lien. 

Mr.  RING  adverted  to  the  several  propositiona 
at  first  made  for  placing  the  status  in  the  ro«nndo, 
and  also  his  origical  proposition  to  place  it  in  thjs 
public  grounds.  He  had  at  first  objected  to  ita 
being  placed  in  the  rotupdo,  havicg  foreseen  that  it 
irnuld  not  answer. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  thai  Mr.  Greenough 
was  here;  and  probably  a  better  time  never  would 
arrive  fur  making  this  nece^'sary  removal  The 
sum  was  small,  and  he  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RING  asked  where  it  was  to  be  placed. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  just  where  the  Senator 
himself  had  firtt  recommended. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  a  dttiog  statue  nevtr  could 
be  placed  in  any  light  to  show  better  than  where 
it  wa*".    He  should  vote  a^&inst  the  removal. 

The  amf>ndment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  proposed  an  amendment* ap- 
propriating (35,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Hudson  river,  and  advocated  its  nece^sity  and  pro- 
priety at  some  length.  He  had  resisted  100  amend- 
ments wi  h  wtiich  he  bad  be^  iinp('riuned;but 
this  was  one  so  important,  that  he  could  not  avoid 
offering  it.* 

Mr.  KING  said,  if  the  Senator  insibted  on  this 
amendment,  and  it  should  be  pa:>sed,  he  would  be 
importuned — and  with  areat  justice — by  Senators 
from  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  for  local  appropria- 
tions of  similar  chaiacter.  Why  should  this  be 
put  in,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  claim*?  He  would 
not  vote  for  one  cent  to  be  applied  to  internal  im- 
provement until  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com* 
miitee  bhould  satisfy  him  that  the  Government 
could  be  carried  on,  and  have  a  vnrplus  in  the 
treasury,  without  a  lesort  to  borrow  money.  Why 
was  not  ibis  amendment  presented  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  so  that  it  could  be  investigated? 

Mr.  EVANS  maintained  his  right  as  an  individ- 
ual Senator  to  oflfcr  an  amendment.  He  said  be 
had  refused  100  amendments  pressed  upon  him 
as  chairman  ct  the  Finance  Committee;  and  would 
resist  them,  comt  up  when  or  how  they  might. 
This  amendment  he  offered  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, not  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KING,  acting  upon  the  principle  which  he 
wished  lo  see  carried  out  by  others,  had  refrained 
from  asking  appropriations  for  his  awn  State,  more 
necessary  for  general  navigation  than  this;  and  he 
would  oppose  everything  of  the  kind,  till  the  trees > 
ory  was  in  a  condition  to  justify  such  appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.TALLMADGE  insisted  tbat,  in  consequence 
of  the  act  of  the  General  Government  on  a  former 
occasion,  certain  improvemen's  of  the  Hudson 
river  were  commenced;  but  they  had  been  so!^- 
pended,  three  years  ago.  The  result  was,  that  a 
bar  was  forming,  which  would  destroy  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river,  unless  thi«  |35,000  was  granted, 
to  remove  it.  The  appropriation  was  justifiable, 
on  the  ground  of  reparation  of  an  evil  created  by 
the  General  Government. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  felt  himself  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  the  Senator  from  Alabama:  he  had  much 
to  ask  for  in  favor  of  hi5!  own  State,  but  refrained, 
on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury.  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  resulted  in  the  negative — ayes  15,  noes  19. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  mov^d  an  amendment,  ap« 
propriating  |1,350— $1,300  of  it  for  the  salary 
filed  by  law  for  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  $50  arrear  due  on  last 
year*8  salary. 

The  amendmrnt  wa<%  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  by  direction  of  the  Com* 
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miOee  en 'Commerce,  moTed  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriatiDg  (1«000  for  paying  an  agent  for  baling 
the  mail  carried  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  an  amendment,  to  ap- 
propriate 115.000  for  pprchasins  a  new  site,  and 
commenciog  a  building  for  a  custnm-honse  at  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina,  (in  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  pr^ent  site,)  provided  the  whole  cost  shall 
not  exceed  |40»000.  ' 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  moved  to  increase  the  com- 
pensa^iicB  of  speoial  Post  Office  agents  from  |1,000, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  to, $1,500;  which  would  be 
f  lOb  less  than  their  former  salaries. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  how  many  special  agents 
there  were? 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  about  to  make  the 
same  inquiry. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  number  was,  he 
believed,  seven  or  eight. 

Mr.  fifVANS  remarked  that  there  were  ten  spe- 
cial aeents.  He  explained  their  duty.  The  pres- 
ent Postmaster  General,  on  coming  into  office, 
found  there  were  a  eertain  number  of  these  agents 
at  |1,600  a  year  each;  and  he  made  a  change,  rais* 
lag  the  number  to  ten,  and  reducing  the  salaries  to 
f  1,300  each.  Subsequently,  finding  he  could  not 
have  suitable  persons  to  do  the  duty  at  that  rate,  he 
raised  the  salaries  to  |l,500. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail.  This  was  a  valuable  class  of  officers, 
and  they  should  be  paid  a  suitable  salary.  It  was 
impos»ible  to  expect  proper  persons  to  take  the  of- 
fice at  (1,000  sslagr. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting |800  to  reimburse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Philadelphia  for  expenses  incurred  in  keeping 
np  a  light  at  Cape  Henlopen. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYARD  also  moved  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating |30.000  for  Babbitt's  anti  attrition 
metal,  purchased  under  contract,  bv  the  Secretary 
of  War.  He  stated  that  on  the  29th  of  August 
last,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  this  contract.  This 
anti-attrition  metal  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in- 
YcntioBs  of  modern  times.  It  saves  at  least  one* 
half  of  the  oil  commonly  used  by  steam-engines. 
If  all  the  steam-engines  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment be  taken  iofio  account,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  saving  will  be  immense.  It  amounts  to  at  least 
|1  per  day  for  each  engine — making  |300  a  year, 
and  probably  |6,000  on  all  the  engines  employed 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  a  short  explanation'  as  to 
the  appropriation  not  having  been  brought  forward 
sooner. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  asked,  was  it  proper  thus 
to  ratify  a  contract  by  an  appropriation?  What 
committee  of  the  Senate  had  considered  and  report- 
ed on  the  sobject? 

Mr.  BAYARD  read  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  it.  The  article  was  now  in 
use  for  all  the  steam-engines  employed  by  the 
United  States  Government.  Its  value  was  fully 
tested  by  the  new  and  beautiful  vessel,  the  Union, 
and  that  trial  was  decisive  that  the  invention  would 
be  an  immense  saving  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  EVANS  thonght  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  make  the  appropriation  next  session. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  some  further  explanation, 
at  to  the  recommendation  made  last  session  to 
give  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  adjust- 
ing and  ratifying  the  contract. 

The  sobject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
EVANS,  CHOATE,  &c. 

The  amendment,  however,  was  rejected — ayes 
17,  noes  19 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  amendment,  restoring 
to  the  same  rate  as  formerly  the  pay  of  the  watch- 
men of  the  War  Department,  by  striking  out  the 
bulk  sum  of  ^710,  and  inserting  f(l,270. 

Mr.  EVANS  understood  the  proposition  to  be, 
to  increase  the  pay  of  the  watchmen  of  the  War 
Department  to  what  it  was  formerly.  The  sub- 
ject waa  fully  investigated  last  session,  and  the  pay 
of  the  watchmen  of  all  the  departments  was  eqoai- 


ized.  He  was  averse  to  this  distinction,  as  well 
as  to  any  departure  from  the  established  rate 
agreed  upon  last  session.  He  did  cot  think  this 
the  time  or  mode  of  effecting  the  object.  He  was 
in  favor  of  better  pay  for  the  subordinate  officers 
in  the  public  service;  but  let  it  be  done  in  a  proper 
way,  ftnd  at  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  SEVIER  urged  the  claims  of  these  watch- 
men, and  decried  the  paltry  economy  of  cutting 
down  the  wages  of  these  paor  men. 

The  amendment  was  rejected— ayes  15,  noes 
18. 

Mr.  PAYTON  proposed  an  amendment  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Bnild- 
ings,  in  relation  to  the  furnaces  in  the  Treasury 
building. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KERR  proposed  an  amendment  appropri- 
&*iBg  (6,000  for  Johnson's  patent  iron  window- 
shutters  for  the  basement  atory  of  the  Treasury 
building.  He  tead  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury^  explaining  the  advantages  and  neces- 
sity of  applying  this' inven* ion  to  the  Treasurjr^ 
building. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  what  was  the  use  of  these 
iron  shutters?  la  regard  to  fire,  the  Treasury 
building  is  well  protected  by  watchmen;  and  in 
regard  to  thieves,  what,  in  the  name  of  heaven, 
would  they  have  to  find  in  the  treasury  under  its 
present  condiiioni  If  thieves  get  into  it,  they 
will  find  all  their  labor  lost.  It  will  be  time 
enough  to  get  this  fanciful  protection  when  it  can 
be  of  an V  use.    It  is  not  wanted  at  all. 

Mr.  KERR  begged  Mr.  Johnton^  own  recom- 
mendation of  the  shutters  would  be  read. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  read  it  in  part; 
when, 

Mr.  MERRICK  begged  his  colleague  would  re- 
frain from  reading  all  the  authorities  with  which 
be  was  about  to  fortify  this  proposition.  Nobody 
doubted  that  it  was  a  very  fine  shutter;  and  if  it 
was  indispensable  to  the  safekeeping  of  the  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury,  it  would,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KERR  begged  bis  colleague  would  let  the 
reading  go  on. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  proceeded  with 
the  reading. 

Mr.  KBRR  had  but  one  single  word  to  add. 
He  then  proceeded  for  some  time  with  his  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  merits  of  the  invention, 
and  concluded  by  recommending  the  adoption  of 
his  amendment 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  this  bill  was  to  be 
made  an  omnibus  for  all  sorts  of  appropriations? 
Was  it  proper,  at  10  o'clock  on  the  last  night  of 
the  session  of  an  expiring  Congress,  to  proceed 
with  such  a  proposition,  in  the  direct  teeth  of  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 
and  the  sense  of  the  whole  Senate? 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  moved  an  amendment, 
with  a  proviso,  fix'mg  the  price  of  the  printing  done 
for  this  Congress  at  the  rates  ef  the  resolution  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1819— that  is,  to  restore  the  20 
per  cent,  which  it  had  been  reduced. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  amendment.  Could 
anybody  tell  what  reason  there  was  for  raising 
the  price  of  printing  20  per  cent,,  when  everything 
else  had  come  down? 

Mr.  SIMMONS* said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  work  having  been  cut  down  to  half  what  it 
usually  was,  and  the  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  on 
the  price  having  been  made  on  the  supposition  that 
the  quantity  of  printing  would  be  the  same,  the 
printers  of  both  Houses  had  lost  money  on  the 
printing  for  this  Congress. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  subject  had  been  called 
to  his  notice  this  morning,  bat  he  had  since  forgot- 
ten it.  He  con'ended  that,  when  the  reduction  of 
20  per  cent,  was  agreed  upon,  it  was  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  quantity  of  printing  would  con- 
tinue to  be  th;  same  as  usual.  Bat  there  had  been 
such  a  falling  off  in  the  usual  printing  of  extra 
numbers  of  documents,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  printers  to  do  the  work  at  the  reduced  price, 
witkont  loss. 

He  read  a  stiKSement  of  the  printer  of  the  Senate, 


to  the  effect  that  there  wonld  be  a  dead  losa  oa 
his  contract  for  doing  the  work  ot  this  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  denounced  this  mode  of  tpaagag 
upon  the  Senate,  by  surprise,  at  ten  o'clock  on  ihe 
last  ofght  of  the  session,  another  printing  job. 
After  the  signal  defeatof  the  monstrous  job  attempt- 
ed two  nights  ago,  he  little,  expected  that  another 
job  of  the  same  kind  would  be  auempted.  He 
should  have  the  yeps  and  nays  on  this  job  loo. 
Retrenchment,  indeed !  Gentlemen  commenced  the 
Congress  wiih  zeal  fpr  retrenchment,  and  now  end 
It  with  far  more  earnest  zeal  for  the  angmentatioa 
of  expenditures. 

He  protested  against  having  this  proposidoa 
sprung  upon  the  Innate  at  midnight,  after  a  three 
months'  session,  daring  which  it  might  have  been 
brought  forward,  and  when  it  could  have  been  pm* 
erly  investigated  and  discussed.  Till  this  moment, be 
had  never  beard  any  complaint  on  tlie  part  of  the 
public  printers.  Th^re  waa  another  book-job, 
too,  in  this  bill,  which  he  hoped  some  gentteaaa 
would  vote  to  strike  out.  He  alluded  to  the  ^ 
propriation  of  (47,000  for  books  distribated  to 
naemt>er8  of  Congress,  according  to  a  fonner  res- 
olution of  the  House.  Did  gentlemen  want  to 
job  out  the  treasury?  Job,  job,  job !  It  was  all 
jobbing — book-jobbing,  printing-jobbing — and  now, 
nocturnal  jobbing. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  understood  that  Mr.  Allen  had 
virtually  no  interest  in  this  printing;  baring  scdd 
out  the  Madi&onian  establishment.  He  believed 
he  had  undertaken  a  much  better  job  in  Missouri 
than  this  printing,  even  with  the  30  per  cent 
added. 

Mr.  W.  commented  at  some  length  upon  the 
retrenchment  movement  made  by  gentleaten  now 
in  power,  at  the  beginning  of  this  Congms,  both 
in  regard  to  the  resolntion  reducing  w  prte  of 
printing,  and  the  plan  of  curtailing  the  printing, 
by  referring  all  the  propositions  to  print  to  a  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  The  proposition  now  was,  to 
restore  a  rate,  which  is  to  put.  f  6,000  Into  Mr. 
Allen's  pocket;  and  if  it  was  confined  to  bha,  ii 
would,  perhaps,  be  hardly  worth  while  to  say 
much — aware  that  his  quantity  had  really  been 
cut  down.  But  it  is  to  apply  to  the  other  Hoase, 
in  which  there  has  been  no^  committee  on  priatiQg, 
and  in  which  there  has  been  as  much  extra  print- 
ing done  as  usual.  There  have  been  extraardi* 
nary  large  numbers  of  extra  documents  ordered  by 
the  House  during  this  Congress  to  be  printed.  He 
fully  believed  the  printing  of  this  ses&ioB,  at  the 
prices  of  1819,  wonld  amount  to  as  much  as  thai 
of  any  session  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  was 
aware  that,  so  far  aa  the  Senate  was  coneened,  ihe 
printing  had  been  commendably  redoced;  bat 
once  they  went  beyond  the  Senate,  the  applieatioa 
of  the  20  per  cent,  to  a  contract  entered  into  at  a 
reduced  rate,  must  result  in  nothing  but  a  gift  of  to 
much  money  to  a  party  printer. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messn. 
WOODBURY,  SIMMONS,  CALHODN,  aad 
EVANS. 

Ttie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  resulted  in  the  affirmative — yeas  94, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 


YBaS— Messrs.  Archer,   Barrow,  btas,  Bmrd, 
Choate,  Conrad,  CrittendeD,  Dayton,   Braoa,  Ken,  ] 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Pbelpe,  Porten  Eivea,  ftT-i-inni-, 
Smith   of  Indiana/  Sprague,  lallmadge,  Whke,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagl^,  Benton,  Buchanan,  CtBtoa 
Falton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberta,  8e7l«r,  SniMh  ot 
Conneaicut,  Siurffeon,  Tkppan,  Walker,  wilcoz,  WUtana, 
Woodbury,  and  Wright-19. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moyed  to  strike  out  the  item 
of  |47,000  for  books  authorized  to  be  purchased  by 
a  simple  resolution  of  the  House  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  EVANS  mentioned  ihat  the  books  had  been 
purchased,  received,  boxed  up,  and  sent  off  to 
members  already,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  aa- 
der  a  lesoluiion  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTe^ 
and  they  were  to  be  paid  for.  It  was^  therefore^ 
obviously  uf^eless  to  resist  the  payment  now. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked,  how  they  were  boosht 
wiihoat  money? 

Mr.  EVANS  said  they  were  bonght,  bat  not 
paid  for;  nor  could  they  be  paid  for  tiU  ihii  impro- 
priation was  made. 
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Mr.  BENTON  aaked,  at  wb«t  price  the  books 
weieboMhi? 

Mr.  BYANS  said  he  did  not  know. 

lb.  BBNTON  aiked  i&  what  stage  the  bill  now 
vaiff 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  on  its  third  reading. 

mie  CHAIR  observed  that  the  bill  bad  been 
read  twice,  aad  coald  receive  its  third  reading  on 
to*nioiTow. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Then,  in  that  case,  I  cannot 
slop  it  bj  i(pv  opposition  of  mine.  If  I  could  do 
SO9  this  book  item  shonld  come  out,  or  the  bill 
shoold  be  lost. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
impropriety  of  the  House,  by  a  simple  resolution, 
ioooiring  a  debt  which  Congress  should  be  called 
Qpon  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay;  and  that, 
too»  for  the  distribution  of  property  te  the  members 
^mselves. 

Mi.  ALLEN  found,  on  reference  to  the  journal 
of  the  House,  that  the  House,  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust, passed  a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  93d; 
that  Mr.  Morris  introduced  the  resolution  for  the 
purchase  of  these  books,  and  immediately  moved 
the  previous  question.  Under  the  operation  of  the 
previons  question,  it  was  passed— yeas  89,  nays  71. 
Thus  (50,000  worth  of  bocks  were  ordered  to  be 
puchased  and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  without  any  money  to  pay  for  them.  Had 
the  House  any  right  to  authorize  its  Clerk  to  incur 
a  debt;  and,  after  the  debt  was  incurred,  to  make 
an  appropriation  to  pay  it?  There  must  be  an  end 
pat  to  this  business.  A  case  must  be  made  before 
the  country  upon  this  course.  The  people  must 
be  told  of  it  en  the  stump.  They  are  asleep,  while 
you,  now,  at  midnight,  are  voting  away  their 
BOiify  to  yourselves  or  your  partisan  printers.  But 
th^  shall  be  told  of  it  The  yeas  and  nays  must 
go  to  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wood* 
Buar^  amendment  to  strike  out  the  (47,000  appro- 
priation for  books  to  members  of  Congress;  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  14,  nays  93,  as 
follows: 


...».^».».i..  AllflD,  Bagbj,  Benton,  Bachanan,  Fallon, 
linfi  LioD^cRobena,  Sevier,  Stargeon,  Tappan,  WflUama, 
Woodbury,  and  Wright— 14. 

NATS— Ifeesrs.  Areber,  Barrow,  B^^tea,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Ohoala,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Da^on.  Evans,  Henderson, 
XiR;  Maoffam,  Miller,  Morebead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Bioimons, 
ftnhh  of  uidiaBa,  Sprague,  Tallniadge,   White,  and  Wood* 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  authoriz- 
ing the  settlement  of  accounts  for  extra  pay  to  the 
officers  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  an  amendment,  appropriatiog 
|3,000  for  extra  clerk-hire  for  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral ef  Miaaoori. 

Mr.  BYANS  said  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  as 
there  was,  on  the  next  page,  an  appropriation  of 
191,000  for  extra  clerk-hire  to  the  surveyors  gen- 
eral, and  the  surveyor  general  of  Missouri  would 
get  his  just  proportion. 

Mr.  UNN  withdrew  his  amendment 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
aad  the  qnestion  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
meals  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  that  the  amendment  in 
iHaiioB  to  payisg  for  the  Compendium  of  the 
Ceaaos  should  be  excepted. 

The  other  amendments  were  cencuned  in. 

^le  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  striking  out  the  amount 
awarded  by  the  House  to  Messrs.  Blair  db  Rives, 
and  increasing  the  amount  to  Mr.  Allen,  for  print- 
ing the  Compendium  of  the  Census  Returns, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  insert  the  names 
of  Blair  db  Rives,  so  as  to  place  them  on  the  same 
footing  with  Allen,  in  regard  to  the  work  done  by 
llKm---tbey  having  printed  the  Compendium  under 
the  irat  contract. 

Mr.  EYANS  admitted  that  the  House  nuder- 
fliood  that  both  primers  stood    upon   the  same 

Soaiid;  but  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate 
1  not  90  understand  it.  They  believed  that  there 
was  a  regular  contract  with  Allen,  but  none  with 
Blair  db  Rives.  He  was  willing  to  take  the  work 
off  the  hands  of  the  latter  at  a  fair  valuation,  but 
Bot  aa  bting  bound  to  do  80  tinder  contract. 


Mr.  WRIQBT  called  for  the  yea»;  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.  He  wi&hed  10  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  subject  of  printing.  Blair  db 
Rives  were  the  legal  printers  of  Congress,  under  a 
contract  solemnly  made  by  the  Senate — which  con- 
tract WPS  subsequently  repudiated,  and  Mr.  Alleai 
was  inducted  in  their  place. 

Mr.  EYANS  interposed,  to  say  this  was  not  for 
the  printing  of  the  Census — ^it  was  for  the  printing 
of  the  Compendium. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  the  legal  printers 
of  Congress,  Blair  db  Rives,  were  duly  employed 
by  contract  to  do  the  work,  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary  vl  State.  The  Secretary  of  Sute  had  au- 
thorized the  contract.  They  were,  therefore,  enti- 
tled to  the  pay  for  the  printing,  and  could  recover 
it  in  any  court  of  law. 

Mr.  EYANS  said  that  was  a  question  at  ii^ue. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  he  knew  all  about 
It,  and  was  well  satisfied  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
did  authorize  the  contract. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  submitted  a  modification, 
providing  that  the  price  paid  to  Messrs.  Blair  db 
Rives,  and  to  Mr.  Allen,  should  not  exceed  the 
price  of  printing  contracted  for  by  this  Congress^ 

Mr.  WOODBURY  bed  no  objection  to  this  mod- 
ification. 

Mr.  WALKER  contended  that,  in  any  court  of 
law  or  equity,  if  the  United  Stales  permitted  itself 
to  be  sued,  Blair  db  Rives  would  recover  damages 
for  the  whole  of  the  printing. 

Mr.  EYANS  observed  that  this  did  not  relate  to 
the  Census;  it  was  the  Compendium'^iiite  a  dif- 
ferent thing. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  no  more  a  diffeient 
thing^  than  an  index  was  a  different  thing  from  the 
main  work  to  which  it  belongs.  Mr.  W.  showed 
how  the  work  was  authorized  by  jhe  department, 
and  carried  on,  in  good  faith,  by  Blair  db  Rives; 
and  that,  on  a  fall  and  impartial  investigation  by 
the  committee  of  the  House,  it  was  decided  that 
they  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wood- 
bort's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  24,  nays  13,  ds  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bighy,  Ba^rard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Fulton,  Henderson.  King,  Linn,  McRoberte,  Mangum, 
Rives,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Wngbt,  and  Toung— 24. 

NATS— Messrs.  Archer,  Berrien,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Day. 
ton,  Erans,  Kerr,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  and  White— 13. 

So  the  amendment  on  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
<€d;  atid  the  amendment  as  amended  was  concnrred 
in. 

Mr.  BAYARD  renewed  his  amendment,  relating 
to  Babbitt'i  anti-attrition  metallic  patent,  appropria- 
ting |20,000  to  pay  the  contract. 

It  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  a  resoiation  to  suspend 
the  17ih  joint  rale. 

Mr.  BENTON  objecUng— 

The  resolution  was  laid  over  one  day. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  suspend  the  previous 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  reso- 
lution to  continue  an  additional  clerk  in  the  Sec* 
ond  Auditor's  office. 

The  request  was  complied  with;  and  the  joint 
resolution  was  taken  up,  considered,  read  three 
tim?s,  and  passrd. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Hon.«e  bill  806;  which  was  agreed  to. 

House  bill  806  was,  accordingly,  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  tbe  whole,  considered,  reported,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed.  Tbe  title  ol  tbe  bill  was: 
'*A  bill  for  tbe  survey  of  tbe  Northern  line  of  tbe 
reservation  of  the  half-breeds  of  Sac  and  Fox 
tribes  of  Indians  under  the  treaty  of  the  4th  Au- 
gust, 1804." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  concurred  in;  and,  at  half-past 
1 1  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  Senate  went  into  executive 
session. 

After  considerable  time  spent  in  secret  session, 
the  Senate  resumed  its  legislative  session;  when 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  taken 


up,  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported^ to  the  Senate,  and  passed,  viz: 

Resolution  for  continuing  an  additionafclerk  in 
the  Second  Auditor's  office. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  T.  Spence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodskin. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Samuel  yiTeller. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  claims 
for  supplies  furnished  the  Florida  militia. 

Tbe  act  authoriziog  an  examination  and  survey 
of  tbe  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  election  and  appoint- 
ment of  cfficers  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Hannah  Jenkins,  widow 
of  James  Jenkins,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  McGinnis,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  late  war. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  cf  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Peters,  deceased. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Daniel  Penballow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  refund  to  David  Watkinson  db  Co  a  part  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  a  certain  quantity  of  tin  and 
iron  imported  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Biddle,  df  New 
York. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Mary  McGee  and  Su- 
san Pierce,  heirs-at-law  of  Qeorge  Ncilson. 

Tbe  bill  to  revive  tbe  act  for  tbe  relid'  of  John 
Davlin. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  K.  Jenkins. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Lejton^  chil- 
dren. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson. 

T^e  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Ruth  Mathiot. 

The4)ill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  legal  representa- 
tives of  Rot>ert  A.  Eetly. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Waddle. 

The  bill  directing  the  survey  of  the  northern  line 
of  tbe  reservation  for  the  half-breeds  of  tbe  Sac 
and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  trjeaty  of  August 
4, 1894. 

The  joint  resolution  directing  the  payment  of 
certificates  of  awards  issued  by  tbe  commissioners 
under  the  treaty  which  tbe  Chickasaw  Indians. 

The  joint  resolotion  in  relation  to  certain  prop* 
erty  purchased  for  the  United  Sutes  in  the  city  of 
Detroit. 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Postmaster 
General  to  settle  with  J.  &  V.  Voorhees. 

The  following  House  bills  were  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and  indefinite- 
ly postponed: 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Iowa 
militia  called  into  service  in  December,  1839. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  Hoffman,  deceased. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Miller. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Rebecca  Guest. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser.  # 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Lieutenant  T.  W.  Smith. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Norris. 
.  The  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Isaac 
Plomer. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Carey,  a 
man  of  color. 

Toe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Byrd,  the  widow 
of  Baylar  Byrd,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Van  Horn. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Sylvia  Underwood, 
mother  of  Lieutenant  Underwood,  d*  ceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman. 

The  bill  to  confirm  Elizabeth  Bnrriss,  her  heirs 
or  assigns,  in  a  tract  of  land. 

The  bill  to  prevent  extra  allowances  to  any  offi- 
cer of  the  Government;  and 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Josiah  Westlake. 

The  following  House  bills  were  then  taken  op 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and 
finally  laid  on  the  table,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Neweomb;  and 

The  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  erection  of  a  marine 
hc^ital  at  Key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

'The  Senate  then,  at  2  o^oek  a.  m.  adjourned. 
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H0U8B  OF  REPRBSBNTATIVfiS. 
Tin7RH)AT,  Mtreh  3, 1843. 

Mr.  PAYNE  presented  a  memorial  of  ibe  Legis- 
latQre  of  Alabama,  pray  tog  a  rednciiOD  and  gradu- 
ation of  the  price  or  the  public  lands:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  the  memerials  and 
cesolntions  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  bad  them  referjred  to  ihe  appropri- 
ate committees,  to  wit: 

1.  Staling  the  propriety  of  settling  the  Oregon 
qotttion  wiih  Great  Britain,  and  urging  the  subject 
on  the  conside/Aiion  of  the  Qoferament  of  the  Uni- 
tfd  States.  It  is  also  stated,  in  (be  resolution,  thut  it 
was  a  grievous  omission  in  the  late  .treaty  not  to 
settle  the  Oregon  bonodarf  with  the  other  bounda- 
ry questions;  and  that  the  question  should  not  be 
deliiyed  any  longer. 

3.  Proposing  a  reduction  on  the  postage  of  let- 
ters, dbo> 

This  subject  is  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  facts,  and  great  force  of  argument 
It  is  regarded  in  the  memorial  as  a  duty  on  Cbn- 
gtess  to  reduce  postage  generally. 

3.  Pray  leg  ku  appropriation  of  money  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Western  waters. 

Many  facts  are  referred  to,  which  will  satisfy 
Congress  that  the  improYement  of  those  rivers  is 
indispensable  to  the  commerce  of  the  Wesiein 
eountry.  . 

4.  Playing  the  reduction  of  duties  on  certain  in- 
dispensable articles  of  consumption. 

It  is  stated  that  it  is  unequal  and  an  just  to  com- 
pel one  section  of  the  Union  to  support  other  sec- 
tions of  the  same  country  by  any  act  of  Congress; 
(hat  the  article  of  salt  is  indispensable;  that  one 
family  use.%  almost  as  much  of  this  article  as 
another;  that  the  imposition  of  taies  ousht  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  property  each  indlvid- 
val  may  own.  Tbc  present  act  of  Congress  makes 
no  such  discrimination;  but  imposes  as  much  tax 
on  a  poor  man  for  salt,  as  on  a  person  worth  mil- 
lion ^.  The  operation  of  this  act  (states  the  memo- 
rial)  is  so  unjust  and  unequal,  that  it  ought  to  be 
forthwith  repealed. 

5.  Praying  an  aniendment  in  the  pre-empiidn 
laws,  so  as  to  do  just%e  to  the  actual  settler. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  PINE. 

After  the  journals  had  been  read,  Mr.  WHITE 
of  Louisiana  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  (hat  he 
was  induced  to  seek  the  attemion  of  the  Chair  this 
morniDg,  for  a  personal  explanation.  He  said  he 
had  been  attacked,  and  sorely  insulted,  in  the  face  of 
the  House — not,  indeed,  in  bis  individuality;  for, 
as  to  that,  if  every  bone  in  il  were  fractured,  he 
would  not  deem  it  a  thing  worthy  of  the  Speaker^ 
notice— but  (he  said)  when  he  spoke  of  himself  in 
this  connexion,  it  was  only  as  the  impersonation  of 
those  be  represented;  and  ibis,  he  hoped,  was  not 
too  bold  an  allegory.  The  people  of  his  S  ate,  he 
said,  a%d  his  immediate  constituents  more  espe- 
daliyt  had  been  viliied  and  misrepresented  in  de- 
bate here. 

It  has  been  stated — and  the  authority  of  Qtn- 
eral  Jackson's  opinions  has  been  invoked  in  sup- 
port of  the  idea^ — that  a  large  portion  of  the  peop'e 
whom  I  represent  were  spies  and  traitors  in  the 
last  war;  that  ihey  were  hostile  to  Ihe  cause  in 
which  the  country  was  engaged;  and  were  ready 
to  join  the  enemy  in  opposition  to  their  brethren  in 
arms. 

Sir,  (said, Mr.  W.,)  those  statements  have  gone 
abroad  nncontradicted.  No  opportunity  has  oc- 
curred, under  the  rules  and  modes  of  proceeding, 
to  contradict  or  examine  them.  In  some  twenty  ot 
thirty  hours  more,  this  session  is  to  close;  and  then 
these  aspersions  will  pass  into  your  Registers  of 
Debate  as  the  materials  of  future  history, 

Mr.  W.  said  he  really  conceived  it  to  be  due  to 
truth,  to  justice,  to  an  abused  portion  of  ihe  people 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  (he  reputation  of  our 
commoa  country,  that  some  little  chance  should  be 
given  to  the  Representative  of  those  thus  wronged, 
to  examine  the  grounds  of  the  obloquies,  in  order 
te  see  how  far  they  may  be  founded  in  fact  or  rea- 
son, or  to  what  extent  they  are  fallacious,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  refutation. 

^w  (ha  inqoired)  was  this  to  be  aaoompUshed? 


There  was  some  difficulty  in  it,  he  cnnfijssed,  in  ihe 
present  juncture.  Toe  way  he  would  propose  was 
this:  The  subject-matter  on  which  those  oltjeetion- 
able  statements  had  b$en  made — ^the  remission  of 
General  Jackson's  fiae-*-was  before  the  House  in 
t  variety  of  shapes.  Among  th*m  was  bill  No. 
13,  from  the  Senate.  He  would  mbVe  that,  as  MM>n 
as  the  Hou»e  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
an  hour  be  devoted  to  the  o(nisiderafk>n  of  that  bill, 
in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  sosaie  ex- 
pression in  the  premises. 

Several  gentlemen  etpfessing  themselves  to  the 
effect  that  the  Standing  con^ittees  had  better  first 
he  called  for  reports,  afier  which  it  might  be  done- 
Mr.  W.  said  he  htid  no  objection  to  that.  Any 
coarse  was  agreeable  to  him,  which  afforded  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  attaining  the  end. 

MERCHANDISE  RECOVERED  PROM  SHIP- 
WRECK. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  (Committee 
of  Ways  and  Metns  was  discharged  from  the 
bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  merchandise  recovered 
from  shipwreck,  in  certain  c^ses,  free  from  dniy; 
and  the  same  having  been  ordeied  to  be  engrosiied, 
wa<f  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 
Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mesn^,  repotted,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  regulating  the  currency  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  corns  in  the  Uaitrd  States; 
and,  the  same  being  considered  by  the  Honse,  was 
read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND 

Mr.  JOS.  R.  1NGBR60LL,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported,  with  several  amendments, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  settle  the  title  to  the 
P(*a  Patch  Island,  in  the  Delaware. 

The  amendments  having  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  that  the  bill  be 
put  on  its  passage,  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  objected  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  at  thi«  time,  under  the  ap* 
prehension  that  it  would  lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  then  moved  to  refer  it 
tu  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  OF  THE  UNI- 

TED  STATES. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
Intion,  requestisg  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  present  to  the  British  <2K>vemment  a  set 
of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  of  the  United 
States,  to  replace  those  destroyed  in  the  late  fire  in 
London:  adopted. 

BRITISH  TREATY. 
Mr.  POPE  roie  and  explained  that  he  was  un- 
avoidably absent  when  the  final  vote  was  taken 
on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  so  that  his  name  did  not  appear 
among  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  vote.  He  wish- 
ed to  state  that,  had  he  bef  n  present^  he  would 
have  voted  for  the  bill. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Skinner, 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

])dr.  COWEN  then  explained  and  advocated  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten,  and  moved 
that  it  be  taken  up  in  the  House,  and  put  upon  its 
passage;  which,  being  agreed  to  by  general  consent, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  aod  passed. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Commerce,  reported,  with  several  amend- 
ments, the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  ralte  of 
certain  foreign  moneys  in  the  accounts  and  com- 
putation of  the  enstom-honsess  and  the  amendments 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  an  toqniry,  which  led  to  ex- 
planatory remarks  from  Mr.  PICKENS  and  Mr. 
WINTHROP.  The  anaendments  of  the  commit- 
tee  were  then  ooncnrred  ia;  and  the  biil  was  read  a 
third  tine,  and  pisasd.     .. 
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Mr.  WINTUROP,  (torn  the  CinuUitiaa  on 
(Commerce,  made  a  report  on  a  eoaiai««icaiii« 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  on  (he  iMihjeil  of 
light-houses  oa  ihe  Bi^st^n  coast. 

COLORED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  Itoisia  9ke 
up  the  re&oiuttons  appended  to  the  report  adne 
time  since  made  by  him  in  relation  to  the  iopdaoa- 
ment  of  colored  seamen  in  Soothacn  pom.  Be 
said  it  was  too  late,  at  this  period  of  the  seaa^,  t3 
di$ou»  the  subject  at  any  length;  yet,  whys'  he 
hoped  the  House  would  take  a  vote  on  the  risolo- 
tions,  be  would  not  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAYB  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  lihb- 
ject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  reading  dffik  Rft* 
olutions. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  resolntiontf  at 
follows: 

Re»olv4df  That  tb«  seizure  aiid  impne^omenL  iaisfimt 
of  this  Union,  of  free  colored  teamen,  ciiiwttm^m  Attjdf  at 
Btttee,  Mid  affainet  whom  ihere  ie  no  chturge  bdc  that  m  Mas 
tag  raid  port  in  the  prdteeoUoo  of  thctr  rigfaftfol  Viida>ii,iea 
violation  of  the  privilegee  of  ciiisenship  guAnntled  br  tbs 
2d  mctioD  of  ih^  4th  article  of  the  Constitudon  of  ihe  tmitA 
State*. 

Rm^lvedi  That  the  Mixaro  and  impiisDomaiHtiQ  snj  poic 
of  this  Union,  of  free  colored  seamen,  on  tKNtid  of  f<M«iga  vta- 
sola,  against  whom  there  is  no  charge  but  that  of  entaiiogttid 
port  in  the  course  of  tlieir  laitfal  btgin<i,  hgu  breaoh  of  (be 
comity  of  nations,  is  ioeoiDpacible  with  Uta  rtKhta  ot  all  ■mIou 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and,  in  relation  to  oatiooa  with 
whom  the  United  States  hare  formed  commercial  ConvemioBa, 
is  a  violation  of  the  6ih  article  of  the  Federal  Caasiltaiioa, 
wliicb  declares  that  treaties  are  a  part  of  the  aupreme  law  of 
the  land. 

JUwlved,  Thatanv  State  la«i«,  by  wjdch  certain  t]ttkm  af 
■eamen  are  prohibited  from  entering  cenaia  porta  oftUs  fJsin, 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  rightful  business,  are  in  cootravan* 
tion  of  the  paramount  and  exclusive  power  of  the  General  GoV' 
etnment  to  regulate  commerce. 

itetofred,  That  the  police  power  oftheBtatescaajipcliy.  no 
enactmeuts  or  jreKulations  which  are  in  direct,  peaitire,  aod 
permanent  corflici  with  express  provisions  or  fonduneotal 
principles  of  the  national  compact. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolotion  on  the  tabte, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  restttfed  as 
follows — yeas   86,  nays  59. 

So  the  moiion  prevailed. 

Mr.  B.  RikNDALL,  from  the  Coaautloe  on 
Commerce,  made  Tarions  adverse  npvns» 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committeo  on  the 
PnbKc  Lands,  reported  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  net 
for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams,'*  Withoni  ameiid- 
men';  and  he  asked  the  Hoase  to  pat  k  on  iti 
passage. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation,  the  hiU  wu 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

DISTRICT  BANES. 

Mr.  POWELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colnmbia,  reported  a  joint  resolatlen  lo 
continue  the  charter  of  certain  biaaks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia;  and  the  same  having  heen  read, 

Mr.  PICKENS  inqnired  whether  this  vm  an 
original .  bill  of  the  Hoose,  or  a  hiU  frasi  lbs 
Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  an  origiMl 
joint  resolntion  reported  from  a  oomminet. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  thai  a  joint  MSoHttion 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  bill,  and  eonld  not,  wiihant 
a  8nspen^ion  of  the  16ih  joint  rale,  be  sent  la  the 
Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  joint  resolotion  was 
ia  fact  a  bill,  and,  if  passed,  conld  not  be-  sent  te 
the  Senate  without  a  snspension  of  the  rale. 

Mr.  POWELL  calletl  for  the  second  readiBf 
of  the  resolntion. 

Mr,  WELLER  observed  that  it  conld  not  be 
read  the  second  time  hot  by  general  consent,  and 
he  objected  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  wheo  the  seaead 
reading  of  a  biil  was  objected  to,  iha  qnntien 
then  arose,  ^^Shall  it  be  rejected^* 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  raised  the  point  oi  or- 
der, that  a  bill  on  the  same  snbjeet  bad  nlirnjy 
been  reported,  and  was  now  hefore  The  Goaiftit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  This  bill  was  the*  oiK  of  er- 
der,  onder  the  rale  prohibiting  the  introdndian  of 
two  biiN  on  the  same  imbject. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  wished  to  oonmt  tl» 
t!eman  in  point  of  fact.    This  resoktiiott, 
fereni  from  the  bill  in  Commitieo  oC  ih« 
for  the  ronaon  thnt  it  aontnincd  a  pton 
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iif  OopgresB,  at  any  tiiae  hereafter,  to  alter  or  re- 
peal it. 
Ibe  BPEAKBR  oremled  the  point  of  order  of 

Mm.  SAUTH  of  Virginia  tken  m>yed  to  1^  the 
leioMon  on  the  table. 

aAr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
aaf  v;  wUch  being  ordered,  the  qaestioa  was  taken^ 
and  the  motion  was  rejected — jeas  72,  nays  89. 
flo  the  resolatiott  was  not  la;d  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  reenrred,  *'Sball  this  joint  reso^ 
Jatiiui  be  lejectedl"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  bar- 
ing been  orckeced,  the  qoestion  was  taken,  under  the 
opfFttion  of  the  prenous  question,  and  dicided  in 
the  negative — yeas  77,  nays  93. 

TSAS— Meoan.  Arlington,  Athetton,  Beeien,  Bidlack.  Brew- 
•lafL  Aarott  ▼.  Brown,  Charlet  Brown,  Binke,  WilUam  O. 
Bitler,  fmcrkji  C.  C^weU,  John  CampbelJ,  WiUian  R 
Campbell,  Gary,  Casey,  ClmpnaaD,  Clinion,  Colea,  Daniel, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawvon,  Doao,  John  C.  Edwards,  Eg- 
%«[<,  JohnG.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomanee,  Gerry,  Git- 
mr,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hopkins, 
JMOitOD,  Hubard,  Ilunier,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoll,  Cave  John* 
soO)  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lion,  Litilefield, 
bDireU, Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McCIellan,  McKay,  MaU 
lory.liarcliaod,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medili.  Miller,  Mitchsl],  New- 
bare^  Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Reed,  Reding, 
iMdker,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Bhaw, 
flhidds,  Slada,  Soyder,  Bieeorod,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tront, 
Toroey,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Watterson,  Weller,  Weetbrook, 
and  John  Young — ^77. 

MAYS-Mesws.  Adams,  LandafTW.  Andrevs,  Baker,  Bar- 
naid,  Blair,  Borden.  Botts,  Brockway.  Bronson,  Jeremiah 
ROWB,  BamelL  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
€lill4i,  Chiuandeo,  John  C.  Clark,  Janoes  Cooper,  Cowen, 
GranslQO,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Cusbing,  Garrett  Davis,  De- 
berir.  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas 
F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G. 
€oods,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  Henry.  Howard, 
Hudsoo,  Joseph  R.  Ingeraoll,  James  Irvin,  JamesT  Wm.  Cost 
MbosoD,  I.  D.  Jones,  J.  P.  Kennedv,  King,  Lane,  McKenuan, 
Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Mazwell,  Maynard,  Meri- 
wether.  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  l^ndleion, 
Fooe,  Ramsey,  BenJ.  Randall,  Alexan.ier  Randall,  Randolph, 
Ridcway,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltan* 
stti^  Stepperd,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  U. 
fltuart,  Jolm  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 

SD,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Toland,  Triplelt, 
umbttlL  Underwood  Waehmgum,  Edward  D.  White.  Joseph 
1.  imdia,  Thomas  W.  WilUaras,  Christopher  H.  WiUiama, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winihrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
Tounif— 92. 

So  the  bOI  was  not  rejected. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  offered  the  foUowinc 
Amendment: 

JmI  beit  fttrther  retotoed,  That  all  the  stockholders,  and  all 
who  nay  beconoc  stockholders,  in  said  banks,  shall  be  liable  In 
tbetriodividual  and  private  capacity,  as  copartners,  for  the  debts 
aadldMtitiM  of  the  banks  in  which  they  are  respectively  stock- 
holdsBL  accruing  during  the  time  when  they  are  stockboldens 
in  said  banks. 

Mr.  A.  said  this  amendment  involved  important 
|uancq>lesi  asd  had  it  been  generally  adopted  in  the 
legislalioD  of  the  people  of  this  coantry  with  ro- 
gitfd  to  banks,  many  evils,  frauds,  and  disasters 
would  have  been  prevented.  Nothiog  was  so  cer* 
tain  as  that  (he  only  way  to  prevent  the  misman- 
agement of  money,  was  to  make  those  who  were 
interested  liable  for  the  misdeeds  of  their  agents. 
The  principle  of  an  individual  liability  had  gen- 
erally been  adopted  in  Bogland,  where  associated 
wealth  was  generally  aljowed  greater  privileges  than 
in  this  country;  and  be  could  not  see  why  it  should 
not  be  generally  adopted  here,  where  the  privileges 
of  the  people  were  so  mnch  more  numerous  and 
enlarged. 

With  regard  to  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, lei  it  be  admitted  that  it  was  expedient  to 
recharter  them:  did  it  follow  that  soch  a  step  was 
necessary  at  this  timet  It  would,  he  thought,  be 
Sitting  a  bad  example,  to  recharter  these  institu- 
tions, without  inquiring  into  their  past  conduct  and 
their  present  condition.  No  report  whatever  had 
been  submitted  showing  their  liabilities,  their  capi- 
tal stock,  whether  they  bad  always  redeemed  their 
bills,  and  bow  4hey  had  been  generally  managed. 
How  was  this  bill  brooght  before  the  present  Con- 
gress? Not  until  the  three  last  days  of  its  session, 
when  there  could  not  be  sufficient  time  allowed  to 
debate  its  provisions.  Why  the  necc^ty  of  re- 
chartering  these  banks  at  all  the  present  session, 
vbes  iMr  charters  did  not  expire  until  July,  18441 


Why  not  leave  it  to  the  next  Congress,  who  would 
have  sufficient  time  to  examine  into  the  matter 
without  baste,  and  thoroughly  find  out  the  condition 
of  those  banks?  He  wished  to  know  if  the  banks 
shrunk  from  investigation.  If  they  did,  it  was  but 
a  poor  albumen t  why  Congress,  as  the  guardians 
of  publte  rights,  should  recharter  them,  and  give 
into  their  destree. 

Mr.  WELLER  opposed  the  resolution;  and  en- 
tered into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  pretences  un- 
der which  the  various  cxten&ions  of  the  charters  q€ 
these  banks  had  been  made  since  1836 — (he  most 
prominent  being  that  they  wanted  time  to  wind  up 
ibeir  affairs.  He  also  alleged  against  them  a  vio« 
laiion  or  evasion  of  the  conditions  on  which  their 
chartera  were  extended,  and  the  purchase,  by  their 
officer*,  of  their  own  depreciated  paper  and  stock-* 
thereby  committing  flagrant  wrongs  on  widows 
and  orphans,  whose  limited  means  ^ere  thus  in- 
vested. And  he  asked  if  such  conduct  was  to  be 
justified  by  this  Housel  and  whether  this  resolution 
was  thos  to  be  passed  through  the  House  by  a  spe- 
cies of  legerdemain,  by  which  the  rules  of  the 
House  were  evaded?  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the  next  Congress  would 
be  in  session  on  ihe  4ih  Drcember  next,  whereas 
the  charters  of  these  banks  would  not  expire  until 
the  sucoeedrag  July.  If,  then,  there  was  good  rea- 
son to  extend  these  charters,  he  thought  it  should  be 
left  to  the  next  Congress  to  judge  of  that  reason 
and  that  necessity^  and  that  this  Congress  should 
not  anticipate  the  legislation  of  its  sneetssor — es- 
pecially if  it  were  done  from  a  fear  that  the  next 
Congress  would  not  extend  the  charters  on  the 
same  terms  as  this  Congress  was  willing  to  do. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rase  and  inquired  if  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  not  expired? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  had. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  was  deshroui  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  amendment  which  had  been 
auhmitted. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  orders  of  the 
day  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  observed  that  he  supposed 
he  should  have  the  floor  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  would,  daring 
the  morning  hour. 

TWO  HUNDRED  MILUON  NATIONAL 

STOCK. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  asked  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
orders  of  the  day,  to  allow  him  to  make  a  report. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  would  consent  to  the 
.presentation  of  any  reports  which  woukl  not  lead 
to  any  debate. 

,  Air.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  roee  to  present  a 
^report  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  memorials  on  the  subject  of  issuing 
1^00,000,000  of  national  stock;  and  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  make  some  explanatory  statements, 
when 

Mr.  PiCKBNS  said  he  should  object,  if  this  sub- 
ject was  to  give  rise  to  debate  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session. 
Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  submitted  his  ra- 
»rt,  and  moved  that  it  be  printed.    The  report 
mcluded  with  the  following  resolution: 

iZesoived,  HhU  it  is  expedient  to  employ  the  credit  of  the 
fovernmentof  the  United  States  for  the  relief  of  tlie  States,  to 
le  extent  prayed  for  by  the  memorialists. 

Resofved^  That committee  be  instructed  to  prepare 

Qd  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

\  Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  begged  permission  to 
offer  a  resolution  in  connexion  with  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  direct  the  print- 
ing of  5,000  extra  copies  of  both  the  report  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  the  report 
some  time  since  made  on  the  same  subject  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  allow  the  question  fii&t 


t )  be  taken  en  the  simfde  proposition  to  print  the 
usual  number. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  a  resolution  whida 
he  wished  to  offer  as  a  snbetittne  for  the  resolntioa 
of  the  genileaian  ttcm  Maryland.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Retolvedy  That  the  repudiation,  by  any  State  of  thia  Union, 
of  any  debt  to  foteigners,  contracted  by  aatttority  of  the  Lsffa. 
lature  of  the  said  Sute,  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitotion  of  tlie 
United  States,  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  tenth  section  of  the 
first  article*  wnich  provides  that  no  State  shall  pass  any  iawioh 
pairicig  the  obligation  of  contracts. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  State  of  this  union  shall,  by  or  in  con- 
sequence of  such  repudiation,  involve  herself  in  war  with  any 
foreign  power,  the  Congress  or  the  United  Statashas  no  power 
to  involve  them,  or  any  other  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  or  the 
peeple  thereof,  in  such  war. 

Rewtoedf  That  In  the  event  of  such  war,  the  State  involving 
herself  therein,  will  cease  thereby  to  be  a  State  of  this  Union, 
and  will  have  no  right  or  claim  to  aid  in  her  defence  from  the 
United  States ,  or  any  of  them. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  again  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen to  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion of  printing. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  pressed  his  motion  to 
print  extta  numbers  of  the  two  reports  deeig* 
nated. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  as  objection  was  made, 
the  motion  would  have  lo  go  over. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  moved  a  autpension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BROWN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  explainfd  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  did  not  ask  for  the  consideration  of 
his  resolutions  at  this  time,  but  merely  the  printing 
of  the  report 

The  previous  question  was  mored  on  the  ques- 
tion of  printing,  and  it  was  sustained  by  the 
House.  

Mr.  A.  v.  BROWN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print  the  ameadment 

Some  irregular  conversation  ensued,  and  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Adams's  amendment  was  again 
called  for,  and  read  aocordingly. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  wished  to  offer  an' 
amendment,  but  it  was  ruled  om  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  House  would  not  be 
afraid  to  express  its  opinions. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  that  all  the  schemes  be  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  No;  but  a  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  tha 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  considerable  con* 
fusion  in  all  parts  of  the  hall;  and  yarious  gentle* 
men  rose  to  questions  of  order, 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  inquired  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  withdrawing  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  bring  the  House 
to  a  vote  on  the  motion  to  print  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.] 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  then  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  print 
the  substitute  above  mentioned,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  72,  nays  108,  as  follows: 

YE AS-MeMTs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandafT  W;  Andrews,  S.  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold.  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Bamaid,  Blair,  Boardmao, 
Bofden,  Botis,  Bnggs,  Brockway^  Bronson.  Jere.  BrowOt  Bar- 
nell,  Calhoun,  Chiids,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N. 
Clarke,  James  Cooper.  Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis, 
Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden.  FUlmofe,  Gid- 
dings, Gocffin,  Granger,  Ilenry,  Howard,  Hudson^  Josebh  B. 
Ingersoll^ames,  Wm.  Cost  Johnaon,  John  P.  Kennedy,  iMtev 
Linn,  McKennan,  Mathiot,  Mattockir.  Maxwell,  Morgan,  M6r- 
lis,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Benjamin  Bandall, 
Alexander  Randall  Randolph,  Rodney,  William  Russell, 
James  M.  Russell,  SaUonsull,  Slade,  Stanly,  Tillingbast,  1V»- 
land,Tn]mball,  Van  Rensselaer,  Edward  D.  White.  Thomas 
W   WiUlamii,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Winihrop-7i«. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beesonu  Bid- 
laclc,  Birdseye,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charleii 
Brown,  Burke,  William  BuUer,  Wm.  O.BuUer,  Pjtrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  CampbeU,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell.  Caruihers,  Cfasey.  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
CowM,  Cross,  Danial,  Rkshard  D.  Davis,  jjawsooi  5j»n, 
IKwn,  Doif,  John  C.  Edwardi,  Egbert,  John  6.  Floyd,  Chas. 
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▲.  PJojdL  F<»niM>ce.  Otrry,  William  O.Good*,  Oordoo,  Oni* 
hftrn,  OWin,  Harris.  tlaaUoM.  Uaya,  Hoack,  Houaum,  Uubard, 
Huotert  Cbariet  J.  logaraoli,  Gave  JohiMoo,  John  w.  Jouaa 
latac  D.  Jonesi  Andrew  Koonedy,  LIttlefield,  Lowall,  Abraham 
MeCIellaD,  Robert  McClellao,  McKay,  McKeoo,  Mallury, 
BUrehand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  T.  Mason,  Meriwelhar, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Mnore,  Newha^,  Oirsley,  Parmenter,  Payne, 
Flckens,  Plamer,  Powell,  Read,  Redioa,  Rencher,  Reynolds, 
Higcs,  Rooserelt,  Sanford,  tiauaders,  Bewell,  Shaw,  WllUam 
•muh,  Snyder,  Sprlffg,  Steenrod,  Siokely,  Alex.  H.  H.  Scuart, 
Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John  J.  ThompsoD,'Trlplett,  TroUl,  Un* 
derwood,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Wathiacum,  Watiar* 
000,  WaUar  and  Westbrook-lOS. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  then  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sab- 
jeet  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JONATHAN  ROBERTa 

Mr.  TOLAND,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  case  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolaiion  that  the  commit  tee  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  was  laid  npon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to* 

Mr.  QILliiBR  rose  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  had  passed  a  bill  graniinga  section  of  land 
to  the  town  of  Fair  Play,  in  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. The  effect  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  mo- 
tion is  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SLADE  asked  leave  to  present  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont 

Objections  being  made, 

lir.  SLADE  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  on  lodian  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bryan,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONa 

Mr.  WM.  O.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  had  b«en  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the 
act  *'for  the  organization  of  the  army  and  for  other 
purposes,**  approved  23d  Angtist,  1843,  reported 
the  fame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  put  upon  its  passage,  and  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass.  It 
swept  away  all  the  reform  that  was  made  in  this 
branch  of  the  service  at  the  last  session. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  that,  the  previous  question  having 
been  called  for,  delate  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggested  that,  as  the  bill  contem- 
plated new  appropriations,  it  must  be  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER  accordingly  moved  that 
the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  mov^d  to  iay  it  on  the  table;  and, 
on  Ibis  que.^tion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and, 

On  taking  the  qoestion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  63,  nays  114. 

The  question  was  then  pot  on  referring  the  bill 
to  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Landti,  a^ked  leave  to  report  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  aothorixe  the  States  of  Missouri,  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  iheir  claims. 
Objections  being  made  by  several- 
Mr.  MOORE  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

CODE  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  lesoliHion,  providing  that  the 
code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  prepared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  and  the  Attorney  General,  un- 
der the  resolution  of  tlie  last  session,  be  submitted 
to  Ccneress  at  its  next  session;  and  that,  until  then, 
{"aid  code  shall  be  put  in  operation,  and  printed, 
for  ibe  use  uf  the  navy. 

Objected  to  by  several,  and  not  received. 


LIVE  OAK. 


Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  ptu- 
pore  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  protect  the  live-oak 
timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florida;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  King,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  not  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  to 
place  his  name  on  the  pension  roll. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
uavy  appropriation  bill,  whidi  had  eeme  back  from 
the  Senate  with  the  action  of  that  body  on  the 
amendments  (.heree. 

Tbe  Senate  had  concurred  in  all  the  amendments 
save  the  one  in  relation  to  the  Brooklyn  dry -dock; 
and  the  question  came  up  in  the  House  on  receding 
from  its  amendment  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  House  would  reoede,  so 
that  the  House  and  the  Senate  might  cono)ir,  and 
the  bill  be  passed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  recede;  and  he  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  for 
desiring  the  House  to  pursue  that  course.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  previous  question;  which  was 
sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  McCLELLAN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  qoestion  of  receding;  and,  being  order- 
ed, they  resulted  thus:  Yeas  78,  nays  98. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  up  several  bills,  which  had 
come  from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments— 
the  whole  of  which  were  concurred  in. 

REDUCTION  OF  POSTAGES. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postages,'*  was  read  twice. 
Mr.  BRIGK3K9  offered  the  following  amendment: 
Strike  out  the  irst  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

On  all  letters  weighing  nut  more  thau  one^uarter  of  an 
ounce,  avoiidupoie.  Tor  any  distance  not  exceeding  fifty  milei^ 
five  cenia. 

On  all  letters  for  any  dieunce  over  fifty  mOaa,  ten  eeota. 

On  all  letters  weighing  more  than  one>qaarter,  and  not  over 
one-half  ounce,  double  the  abore  rates;  lind  the  same  ratea  of 
postsge  for  ereiy  additioDal  quarter  of  an  ounce  weight  oa  all 
letters  weighing  more  than  half  an  ounce. 

On  all  drop- letters,  five  cents. 

Baa.  3.  And  be  it  further  enocled^  That,  firom  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  existing  laws  granting  the 
privilege  of  frankiof ,  or  receiving  free  01  postsge,  any  lectsri^ 
packets,  or  papers  of  any  kind,  to  members  of  Congress,  the 
Secretary  or  the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  and  to  any  and  all  other  persons,  ex* 
cejpting  the  President,  ex-Presidents,  and  widows  of  persons 
who  have  been  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  and  axcepting, 
also,  the  PoBtmaster  General,  the  Anistant  Postmasters  Gener* 
al,  and  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  OflSce  Depart* 
meot,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed:  Provided^  aoto- 
ever,  That  the  privilege  of  franking  and  receivmg  letters,  par 
pars,  and  packeta,  free  of  postage,  granted  to  the  Postmastar 
Geoeral,  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  and  to  the  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  aliall  extend 
to  such  matters  only  as  relate  to  the  busMiess  of  tneir  oAces. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  swoefed,  That,  fimn  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  the  postage  on  all  lattars,  papers, 
and  packets,  that  may  be  lawTuUy  sent  by  mall,  received  vy  or 
directed  to  the  members  of  either  House  of  Congress,  during  the 
sessions  thereof,  and  the  uostage  on  all  letim,  papers,  and 
packets,  that  may  be  lawfully  sent  by  mall,  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  or  the  Clerk  of  the  Houas  of  Repre. 
sentatives  of  the  United  Skates,  relating  to  tlie  businasB  or  tlw 
office  of  tbe  said  Secretary  or  Clerk,  shaU  bt  paid  out  of  tha 
contingent  lunds  of  the  respective  Houses. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  House  at  length  in  support 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  replied  to  Mr.  Baioos,  expreesing 
his  object ious  to  the  amendments  of  the  latter. 

Mi.  wise  moTed  the  prerious  questionj  and  it 
was  snsiaiufd  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  the 
amendments  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  tellers  were  called  for  and  ap- 
pointed; aod  ibey  reported  76  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  (or  the  yeas  and  nays;  and, 
as  ihey  were  ordered,  the  count  by  tellers  was  sus- 
pended. The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  as 
follows:  yeas  62,  nays  91. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  Ithe  reading  of  the 
amenflments;  aod  ibey  were  read  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  division 
of  the  ameDdment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  BfiioasJ  by  which  letters  are  to  be 


charged— for  50  miles  or  under,  5  cents;  over  5d 
miles,  10  cents^  dkc 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yemt  88,  nayi 
54. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  second  dhrisioB  of 
die  amendment — {.  e.  that  which  prohibits  and  lim* 
its  the  franking  privilege,  except  in  certain  caaes. 

This  portion  of  the  amendment  was  rejeeinU- 
yeas  73,  nays  83. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  third  division  of 
the  amendment,  which  provides  for  the  payoMit 
of  the  postage  of  members  of  Ckmgrese  on  ieMsn 
addressed  to  them  on  public  business,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House;  and,  on  takinf  the 
question,  the  amcndmeat^was  refected  without  a 
division. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  passage  of  tha 
hill- 
Mr.  RHBTT  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  vUeh 
motion  was  rejected — ^yeas  57,  nays  80. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  passed,  under  the  operatioii  of 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  stated  that  the  Senala 
had  taken  a  recess  until  6  o'clock,  and  be  wished 
to  move  that  the  House  take  a  recess  also.  [It 
was  now  half-past  4  o^loch.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  that  tbe  House 
should  dispose  of  some  Executive  messtgcs,  which 
were  on  the  table  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr,  UNDERWOOD  hoped  the  Houae  would  go 
on  with  the  business  in  order;  for  they  wouM  not 
be  able  to  do  any  business  after  a  recess.  He  olh 
jected  to  everything  but  the  regular  order  of  b«i* 
ness. 


Mr.  WBLLER  was  understood  to  move  that 
some  particular  bill  be  taken  up;  hut  it  was  not 
agreed  to,  nor  was  tbe  title  of  the  bill  heard.  Great 
conftision  ensued,  the  prevailing  object  being  to 
avoid  a  recess.  Ultimately,  the  House  took  up 
some  bills  which  had  come  with  amendments  made 
therein  by  the  Senate,  with  which  the  Houee  eon- 
eurred.    They  were  as  follows: 

An  act  for  the  better  protection  of  iIm  lives  of 
passengers  by  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

4n  act  reorganising  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finanee  of 
the  Senate,  informing  bim  that  the  Senate  had 
taken  a  recess  tin  til  six  o^lock;  and  that,  as  several 
very  important  appropriation  bills  were  still  to  be 
acted  upon,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hold  a  night 
session.  Under  these  cireumstancea,  he  iatimated 
his  wish  that  (he  House  should  take  a  reeess. 
[Loud  cries  of  "No — no  recess.**] 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  desired  a  joint  resdutiea 
to  be  first  acted  upon,  which  had  come  from  the 
Senate,  for  the  suspension  of  the  16th  joint  rule  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  permit  certain  specUled  hiHs  to 
be  transmitted  from  the  Senate  to  the  Hoase.  On 
this  subject  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  READ  moved  to  lay  the  reeolatioa  on  tbe 
table,  and  on  this  be  called  for  the  yeas  and  najfs; 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  foUowsi 
yeas  78,  nays  81. 

Mr.  BOWNB  moved  that  the  House  adjoon* 

(5  o'clock.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  adjourn,  inasmuch  as,  by  the  joint  rules  of  ths 
two  Houses,  this  was  the  last  day  on  which  bills 
could  be  sent  to  tbe  President. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motioa 
to  adjourn.    The  result  was— yeas  64,  nays  9SL 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjouro. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Tbe  >eas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  moiioa, 
aod  resulted — ^yeas  6S,  nays  85. 

So  tbe  House  refused  10  order  a  call. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  that  tha 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  objected,  that  the  motioa  was 
not  in  order  till  there  had  been  soma  businesB  ae* 
tion  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
saying  that  there  had  been  a  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  House,  and  the  tiue&tion  was  takea  on  it. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  jeu  aid 
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n%.yB  on  the  adjonrnmeni;  which  were  ordered,  and 
rmlted  in  yeas  75,  nays  79. 

So  the  HoQse  refused  to  adjoom. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution, 

lir.  TURNBYmoTfd  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order*  as  there  bad  already  been  a  similar 
motion  made  and  rejected,  while  no  business  had 
been  done  since. 

Mr.  a  W.  WILLIAMS  appealed  to  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  to  withdraw  from  it  the  obnoxious 
Sfteasuresy  as  it  was  evident  they  stopped  all  the 
basinesa  of  the  House. 

Blr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  said  that  if  it  was  the 
intention  of  gentlemen  to  pass  through,  at  this  late 
boor,  this  MaFsachnsetis  elaim  which  had  been  de* 
feated  for  twenty-five  years,  without  a  word  of  de- 
bate or  explanation — -> 

[Loud  cries  of  *  Order,  order,**  drowning  the  rest 
of  ibesenrenc^.] 

The  SPEAKER  here  decided  upon  Mr.  Fill- 
mobe's  point  of  order,  overruliog  it  on  the  ground 
that  the  right  to  make  this  motion  at  aay  time  was 
eswntial  to  the  bo^ioess  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed. 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve iuelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
[Loud  cries  of  '*There  is  a  question  of  order."] 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  asked  if  it  would  be  in 
•rder  to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
would. 

Bfr.  8.  MASON  said  he  wished  to  move  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
coneeining  the  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  the  gentleman  who 
moved  the  previous  question  on  the  joint  resolu* 
tion  from  the  Senate,  to  withdraw  his  motion,  so 
that  any  bill  mentioned  in  the  list  appended  there- 
to,  if  objectionable,  might  be  excepted  and  stricken 
eat;  and  that  the  rest  might  then  be  acted  upon. 
[Cries  of  'Strike  out  the  bank  bill,  and  the  other 
tan  pass;  or  they  will  all  be  lost  together."] 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  there  were  three 
propositioos  in  the  resolution;  on  each  of  which  a 
distinct  vote  might  be  called  for. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  that  a  dia- 
thict  vote  be  taken  on  each  bill  mentioned  in  the 
list  from  the  Senaie. 

[Loud  cries  of  *^U  cannot  be  done.**] 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  (despondiogly.)  Well,  there 
is  no  other  way,  then.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

[Lood  cries  of  **The  yeas  and  nays,"  and  laugh- 
ter.l 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
on  the  uble. 

[Cries  of  *<The  yeas  and  nays,*'  and  great  con- 
fosion.] 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  said,  if  they  were  to  be 
compelled  to  act  upon  bills  of  so  much  importance, 
both  to  ikie  House  and  to  the  country,  without  any 
apportanity  for  a  single  word  of  debate,  and  with- 
oat  an  opportunity  to  inquire  into  the  goodness  or 
badness  of  these  banks,  or  the  justice  or  iojostioe 
of  extending  ibeir  charters— <i 
•  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. Receive  the  bills,  (he  said,)  and  then  discuss 
them. 

Bdr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Why,  you  wUl  not  al- 
low disoossion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  You  do  not  know.  [Great 
confusion — the  Spbacib  beating  with  his  mallet  on 
hii  desk,  and  loudly  calling  the  gentlemen  to 
oidei.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  only  question  before 
^  House  was,  **Sball  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stind  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?''  and  not  the 
bask  bills.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  *<l8  the 
Chair  right  or  wrona?*' 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asted  to  be  excusetl 
ton  voting  on  that  question.  [Loud  cries  of  *Tea8 
and  nays  on  that,*'  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  said  ha  had  moved, 
tame  tint  ago,  that  the  House  reaolve  itself  into 


Committee  of  the  Whole.  [Cries  of — *^The  yeas 
and  nays  on  that.'*] 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mc  L.  W.  ANDREWS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  but  24  gentlemen  rose  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. Tellers  were  demanded  on  takiog  the  ^eas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and .  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  WxLLBft  were  appointed.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken. 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  before  the  decision  was  an- 
nounced, and  said  that  he  had  learned  that,  if  the 
House  adjourned,  it  was  likely  that  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill  would  be  lost:  he  should  therefore 
chiaoge  his  vote,  No.  [A  voice  was  heard  to  say— 
**Wby,  then,  yon  vote  against  your  own  motion,** 
and  laaghter] 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  vote  to  be 
83  in  the  affirmative,  and  86  In  the  negative.  The 
motion  was,  therefore,  not  carried. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  House 
go  into  committee. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  matter  in  hand  would  be  dropped,  rather 
than  risk  the  defeat  o(  the  three  appropriation  bills 
which  were  pending  before  the  two  Houses.  He 
had  just  returned  from  the  S«nate,  where  he  was 
informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee that  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill  had  not  been  disposed  of  in  that  l>ody,  and  the 
enrolling  of  which  bill  would  require  ten  to  twelve 
hours.  He,  therefore,  urged  that  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  pass  that  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  effect 
of  adjourning,  and  Mr.  FILLMORE  replied;  but 
none  of  the  converaatioB  was  heard  above  the  sur- 
roundina  noise. 

Mr.  QILMBR  rose  to  make  an  inquiry.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  required  a  suspension 
of  the  16th  joint  rule  in  order'  to  act  upon  the 
bills  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  but 
amended  in  that  body. 

The  SPEAKER  said.  No. 

Mr.  QILMBR.  Then  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
lleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmobb]  falls  to 
the  groatkd. 

The  SPEAKER  then  observed  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  he  was  informed  by  the  Clerk 
that  the  appropriation  bills  were  already  enrolled, 
and  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  add  to  them  such 
amendments  as  should  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  his  information 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He 
would  ioquire  whether  the  Speaker  did  not  mean 
to  say  gngro99ed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  informed,  upon 
specific  inquiry,  that  the  bills  were  e$vrolUd, 

The  Senate  announced  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  the  bill  for  the  redac- 
tion of  postage.*. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  FLOYD  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nayv;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted— >yea8  89, 
nave  76. 

So  the  House,  at  seven  nunntes  before  7,  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE, 
FaiDAT,  Mardi3,1843.   ^    *     « 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill  to  authorise 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  Richard  M.Carter,  reported  the  same 
back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  <»rder8 
were  postponed,  and  the  nbove  bill  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indefinite  by 
postponed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  firom  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  with  amendments,  the  bill  from  the  House 
concerning  money  received  by  certain  public 
officers  bd'ore  they  can  be  disbursed,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Mr.  E.  said,  though  the  committee  had 
recommended  amendments,  they  could  not  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  bill.  On  his  motion,  the 
bill  was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 


Mr.  BATB8,  from  tbeXJommittee  on  Psenalonfl^ 
flMde  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Saaraal 
C.  Mabson  and  Jacob  Roae.  The  repturia  waro 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  Honae  bill  making  appropriation  to  teat  tha 
plan  for  electronnagnetic  takgraphs,  was  read  tha 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  preaented  a  petition  firom 
James  P.  Allen,  and  other  citizam  of  die  United 
States,  and  a  petition  from  a  number  of  dtisenaoC 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  issue  of  Gkivemment 
stock,  based  on  the  public  domain;  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  adverse  re- 
ports of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  pe 
titions  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Charles  L.  Wil* 
liamson,  were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  submitted  a  communication  from  William 
W.  Hunter,  of  the  United  States  navy,  in  relation 
to  war  steamers;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  order- 
ed  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  vote  on  the 

adoption  of  the  resolution  below  was  reconsidered| 

viz.: 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  fleerAtarrof  War  be  dlractad  tn  ascer- 
tain, and  repon  at  the  next  fieaalonef  Congrefli,  the  value  and 
extent  of  the  claims  of  the  Weetem  Cherokeefl  upon  the  United 
States,  growing  out  of  their  treaty  stipulatioDa. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 

adding  the  following,  viz: 

That  is  to  say*  that  portion  of  the  Cherokees  Imown  and  de- 
signated as  the  old  eeetlera  weet  of  the  ATkaosaa;  which  dahOM 
are  set  forth  in  their  memorial  of  the  16th  April*  1842,  signed 
John  Rodgers,  and  others. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolu- 
tion,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evahs  on  yea- 
terday,  proposing  to  suspend  the  16h  joint  rule^ 
to  permit  certain  bills  to  be  sent  to  the  other  House, 
W88  taken  up;  and,  aAer  being  amended,  on  his 
motion,  to  suspend  the  17th  joint  role  so  far  as  to 
allow  all  bills  and  resolutions  which  were  passed 
yesterday,  and  those  which  might  pass  to-day,  to 
be  presented  to  the  President  for  approval,  it  waa 
adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITB.  the  previous  orders 
were  postpon^,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  E.  Johoson.  Alter  a  few  remarks 
by  Messrs.  WHITE,  BVANS,  and  MOREHBAD, 
the  bill  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
EVANS.  Theie  being  no  further  amendment,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  road  ibe  third  time,  and 
finally  passed,  as  amended* 

Mr.  W00DBRID6E,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend 
the  collection  district  of  Wiscaaset,*'  reported  tha 
same  back  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom« 
mendation  that  it  be  indeinitely  postponed. 

This  bill  was  then  taken  op,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  question  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement; and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
WILLIAMS,  KINQ,  EVANS,  WOODBBIDQB, 
and  HUNTINQTON,  the  vote  was  Uken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  Th^re  being  no  proposition 
to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  finally  passed. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  in- 
vestigation of  alleged  frauds  under  the  pre-empti(m 
laws,  i^nd  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  asking 
the  Senate  to  suspend  the  l€th  and  17th  joint  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving,  and  permitting  to  be 
sent  to  the  President,  the  followiog  bills,  which  had 
been  amended  by  the  Houae,  viz: 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Welob; 

and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomaa  Bang. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  above  message 
was  taken  up  for  consideration;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  proposition  of  the  House  to  suspend  the 
joint  rules  was  amended,  by  inserting  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Lewis.  The  proposition,  in 
this  form,  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 
PENSONS  TO  WIDOWa 

Mr.  BATES  said,  aa  most  of  the  business  on  the 
calendar  had  been  diapowd  of,  he  wonld  aak  the 
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jutmnioii  of  the  Stnate  lo  hUl  No.  665,  makiEg  tp- 
ywyriiitieM  /or  the  widows  of  the  o^icera  ia^ 
•wMiewof.die  ReTolntion.  He  hnd  made  sereral 
attempts  to  bring  this  snhjoet  before  the  Senate,  bm 
vMoot'isffMt;  and  he  now  made  the  motion  to 
ftetpene  all  the  preTioas  orders,  with  a  view  to  take 
up  that  bill. 

'  Mr.  KINCHsaid  he  wonld  be  glad  if  the  Senator 
weootd  aUow  ham  to  dispose  of  a  bill  for  the  relief 
Gt^  poor  soldier  of  ^  ReTolntioo,  which  he  was 
eonTiaoed  woold  take  np  no  time,  and  then  the 
peosiott  bill  eoold  be  called  np  immediately  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (mKo  toes.)  Don't  give  way ; 
lie  means  to  voie  agaiast  oar  bill. 

Mr.  BATES  said  he  conld  not  eonsent  that 
5,000  widows  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Bevolntion  should  give  place  for  anything  or  any- 
body. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  it  unreasonable  as 
well  as  ungallant  in  his  friend  from  Alabama  to 
desire  to  make  5,000  widows  give  way  for  one 
jE>oor  old  soldier.  Such  was  his  understanding  of 
the  gallantry  of  by-gone  days,  that  5,000  soldiers 
would  gladly  give  way  for  one  of  the  gentler  sex, 
Uttd  particularly  those  standing  in  the  light  which 
these  estimable  ladies  did,  as  relicts  of  the  heroes  of 
the  BcTolution. 

Mr.  KINQ  said  the  bill  be  desired  to  have  acted 
on,  was  for  one  who  had  done  the  State  some  ser* 
▼ioe;  while  the  widows,  who  seemed  to  cUim  so 
laige  a  share  of  the  gpnileman's  sympathy,  never 
did  any  service,  nor  did  their  husbands.  These  old 
women  had  married  over  and  over  again,  and  now 
came  to  claim  pensions  from  the  Govemmrnt. 
These  were  beautiful  times,  indeed,  to  make  gra- 
tuities of  bslf  a  million  of  dollars  to  oM  women 
who  never  rendered  any  service  whatever  to  the 
country. 

If  r.  BUCHANAN.    Order. 

Mr.  KING,  (smiling.)  How  does  the  Senator 
make  out  his^int  of  order? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (playfully.)  The  point  of 
order  I  make  is,  that  tk$  Senator  firom  Alabama 
should  speak  of  these  ladies  es  old.  It  was  not 
pleasant  to  him  to  hear  them  thus  spoken  of;  and 
he  was  quite  sure  it  must  be  less  so  to  them.  To 
be  serious,  however,  on  this  matter,  he  had  been 
instructed  unanimously  by  his  State  to  support  the 
megsure;  and,  rigid  as  he  was  known  to  be  where 
all  matters  of  appropriation  were  concerned,  he 
should  vote  for  this  bi)l  with  as  much  pleasure  as 
he  ever  did  for  anything  in  his  life.  He  did  not 
mean  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  pension  sys- 
tem; all  he  desired  was  to  have  some  definite  ac- 
tion on  the  bill.  These  ladies  bad  before  received 
the  bounty  of  the  Oovemmeni;  and  why  take  it 
from  them  now,  when  they  were  some  seven  or 
eight  years  older  than  they  were,  and  most  of  tbem 
on  the  extreme  rtr^  of  life?  To  refuse  tbem  this 
little  pittance,  he  held  would  be  unkind,  unjust, 
and  ungrateful  to  the  memory  of  their  departed 
husbands.  What  was  the  difficulty  on  this  matter? 
It  had  been  said  that  the  thnes  were  unpropitioos; 
that  the  amount  is  large,  Ac.;  yet,  they  could  sit 
and  discuss,  at  midniaht,  joint  resolutions  to  give 
tfaottsands  upon  thousands  to  persons  who  were 
better  paid  than  any  other  officers  under  Govern- 
bient,  while  this  body  sought  to  refuse  a  small  pit- 
tance to  those  meritorious  old  ladies — the  relicts  of 
departed  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  bill  might  as  well 
be  Uken  up;  for  when  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
rania  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  five  thousand 
widows,  be  was  a  very  formidable  opponent,  and 
not  easily  beaten. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bates,  to  postpone  all  the  previous  orders,  with 
a  view  to  take  np  the  bill;  and  decided  in  the  a^ 
firmative—yeas  93,  najs  10. 

So  the  bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BATES,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  rose  and  explained  the  bill  at  some 
^gtk,  going  into  detail,  and  pointing  out  the  ob- 
jects of  the  committee  in  the  amendments  they 
had  proposed.  The  bill,  as  it  came  from  (he 
House,  would  make  the  number  as  computed  from 
eight  to  nine  thousand,  and  the  amount  required 
wold  have  been  somewhere  abont  eight  or  nine 


hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  amendment  of 
the  committee,  if  adopted,  would  make  the  penaioti 
to  extend  to  all  married  prior  to  1794,  to  eom- 
mence  from  the  4th  of  March,  1843.  This  would 
place  some  five  or  six  thousand  on  the  list,  and, 
for  the  first  year,  would  require  between  three  and 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  Very  few  of  theae 
widows  were  under  the  age  of  seventy;  a94  aU 
knew  how  rapidly  the  sands  of  life  mn  at  this  age. 
Most  of  these  ladies  bsd  been  engaged  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  but  their  marriages  hsd  not 
been  consummated  until  after  the  perils  of  the  Rev- 
olution had  ceased. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE.  The  Senator  seems  to  speak 
knowingly  of  these  matrimonial  engagements.  He 
(Mr.  McD.)  did  not  very  well  know  what  per- 
sonal knowledge  the  chairman  could  have  of^tbe 
matter;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  engagements  that 
lasted  eleven  years  were  rather  too  long. 

Mr.  McD.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king  out  "ninety-four,"  and  inserting  "eighty- 
three;"  80  that  no  pension  under  this  act  shouM  be 
paid  to  any  widow  who  was  married  to  the  revolu- 
tionary soldier  or  officer  tSter  the  year  1783. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  it  prevailed,  would  operate  a  defeat  of  the 
bill.  He  thought  it  better,  therefore,  to  take  a  di- 
rect vote  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  to  ask  upon  what  princi- 
ple of  policy  or  justice  a  claim  conld  be  set  up  by 
a  widow,  whose  marriage  had  taken  place  aQbs»> 
quently  to  the  termination  of  the  war,  to  a  pension, 
founded  upon  the  services  of  her  husband  during 
the  war.  The  husbaad,  during  his  life,  had  re- 
ceived a  pension,  enuring  to  hut  benefit,  as  well  as 
his  own;  and  he  demanded  by  what  right  a  pension 
could  be  elaioMd  on  the  part  of  the  widow,  unless 
it  were  shown  that  she  had  participated  ia  the 
struggle,  aad  been  subjected  to  the  privations  inci- 
dent to  iht  time- 
Mr.  BATES  said  pensions,  in  theae  cases,  wen 
claimed  upon  two  grounds^  First,  upon  the  same 
ground  upon  which  a  widow  would  be  entitled  to 
demand  and  recover  the  debt  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band. The  revolutionary  soldiers  had  never  been 
paid  for  their  services;  and  it  was  just,  therefore, 
that  their  widows  should  receive  pensions.  Another 
ground  wa),  the  gratitude  due  to  the  revolutionary 
soldiers,  who  rendered  to  their  country  the  most  im- 
portant services.  Upon  considerations  both  of  jus- 
tice and  gratitude,  this  Qovemmeat  ought  to  een- 
tribute  to  render  the  remainder  of  their  lives  eom* 
fortable. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McDurra  was  iieg»- 
tived»yea8l5,naysS4,  as  fbUows: 

TEA9— Messra.  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien.  CalhooD,  CIcy. 
too,  Dejton,  Graham,  King,  McDuflle,  McRoberta,  MtDCum. 
Wailcer,  Woodbury,  Wrighc,  and  Yomif—IS. 

NAYS—Mesara.  Allen,  Itacby,  Barrow,  Bataa.  Buchaoaa, 
Choate,  CraAa,  CriUenden,  E?ana,  Fuluio,  HunUqgton,  Kerr, 
Linn,  Pbelpa,  Porter,  SiiiMnona,  Binhli  of  Oofkoeedcut,  Smhh  or 
Indiana,  Spracae,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadga,  Whiia,  Wilcox,  aad 
Woodbridge— ^. 


Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  soetaiaed  the  bill, 
not  on  the  ground  of  a  gratuity,  but  because  the  fe- 
males of  that  day  were  all  more  or  less  compiled 
to  make  sacrifices,  and  had  besides  rendered  aM*> 
terial  service. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  asked  what  they  were  about 
to  do?  *  Here  was  an  attempt  le  expend  seme  six 
or  eight  hiindred  thousand  dollars  for  a  gratuity 
to  widows  of  the  Revolution.  Where  was  the 
money  to  come  from)  How  were  they  to  get  iti 
Was  not  the  treasury  bankrupt,  and  were  tbey  not 
now  borrowing  money  for  the'ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Gknremment?  He  would  nK>ve  to  strike  out 
"five,"  and  insert  "one**  year;  and  then  let  the  next 
Congress  do  as  it  pleated. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  aasendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative~-ayes  Ig,  noes  93. 

Mr.  MERRICK  inquired  if  any  appropriation 
had  been  made  for  carrying  into  effect  the  bill? 

Mr.  BATBS  said  there  was  no  appropristion,  of 
course,  until  the  bill  passed;  and,  if  it  should  pass, 
he  would  move  to  insert  |380,000. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  thought  the  present  a  moat  nnpro- 
pitious  period  for  the  passage  of  snob  a  bill.  Here 
they  were,  at  the  close  of  a  Congreas,  seeking  to 
anticipate  busiaess  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
long  of  right  to  the  suooeeding  one.    It  was  not 


proper  that  an  expiring  Coagresa— indeed,  iiff|i^i|bl 
almost  say,  a  dead  Coi\gr^s*-^o^  t^^SM-^ 
fix  a  system;  when  it  was  hnowil  that  grflit  gygy' 
had  been  made  undjsr  the  eenaus  ii  IM^.^nA 
changea,  also,  in  their  own  body.  Re  toqW,  itee- 
fore,  move  to  lay  the  whole  sul>jfio|  oi|  jt|if  we; 
and  on  that  question  kp  ftsked  the  y«|^  gud  ntn- 

The  question  having  he^n  ti^n,  tlmsc*  gpffoimid 
yeas  17,  nays  93. 

TBAB— Meara.  Arehar,  Bantan,  BcrkOiCalbeiifWiClsMpa, 


Cuihbert,  Dajton,  Ocaham,  King,  McDofiK  BfdtahartSi  |W«b 
Tsppan,  Walker,  Wlmama^ Wrigbt,_and  TooDf—ty.    ^  ' 


NAYS-Maaara.  Alleo,  Banow.  Batea,  Bo« 
Crafta,  Erana,  HuntingtOD,  Kerr,  Lion,  Mmck^  Phelpk  ^Mni 
Bimmooa,  Smith  of  CooneciMvt,  Bnutb  of  Ind1en>t  wyagoa. 
Bturgeoo,  Talloaadga,  White,  Wilcox,  and  ^oadbtiOtl^—V 

Mr.  GRAHAM  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  this  subject,  conceiving,  gs  ke  ^d^ 
that  it  involved  principles  of  importance.  We 
had  commenced  with  the  soldiers,  and  tl)|U«is 
right;  we  had  extended  it  to  ibeir  wi4owa^  ^^i  qf 
that  he  did  not  so  much  complain.  And  99W  hft^ 
was  a  proposition  to  give  five  years'  pensioiMi  t^ 
all  those  who  married  prior  to  1794. 
Mr.  BATES.  No,  sir;  no  such  thin  in  t^  hOL 
Mr.  GRAHAM  was  glad  to  hear  that  m^^  In 
this  case,  no  expectations  had  been  exeit^d.  l|[ou 
have  already  allowed  them  five  years*  penaioogKi^ 
now  you  are  about  to  grant  an  addition^  tl^iffntj 
of  five  years  more,  when  it  was  neither  requMl 
by  justice  nor  policy;  but,  above  all,  now—when 
they  were  borrowing — to  vote  |380,000  for g^mttiitiifi^ 
seemed  to  him  most  strange. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  as  (be  House  hadaeBt4he4ia 
to  them,  it  would  have  required  nilKona  ef  doHasn 
to  have  met  all  the  eaaes  embraced  i^iL  Tha  Hth 
Ject  bad  been  carefully  considered  by  the  iatelli* 
gent  and  industrious  chiirman  of  the  Coaunirtee 
on  Pensioni^  who,  alter  mature  delibe»tion,'li^ 

£  reposed  the  asMadment  which  they  had  haaad. 
[r.  A.  gave,  as  an  additional  reason  te  lua.Mp-' 
port  of  the  ameadment  ot  the  Senate,  thnt  tba 
hopes  of  those  ladies  had  been  axdted;  and  as  thaf 
had  been  made  the  recipients  of  the  bo<mlj«f  Ihia 
€N>vemment,  they  would  feel  more  keenli  thedi^ 
privation  than  those  who  had  aetver  enj^ed  it.  He 
should  Tote  for  the  bill,  therefore,  not  wiih  any 
desire  to  extend  the  pension  system,  bnt  to  lelieva 
thoae  who  had  been  taught  to  look  for  it,  and 
which  to  ref^ue  now  would  be  considered  a  griev* 
ous  disappointment;  at  a  time  when,  above  all 
others,  they  wonid  be  least  abls  to  bear  it.  In  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  height  of  hnman  enmlly 
to  withhold  it. 

Mr.  KING  said  the  Senator  fh>m  Ohio  aeemed 
to  take  great  credtt  to  himself  that  he  had  net  ta- 
ken the  House  bill,  which  would  have  given  away 
millions,  but  one  that  only  cost  some  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Where  was  the  ^Skt' 
ence  in  principle)  For  his  own  part,  he  did  'not 
know  but  he  should  prefer  the  Houae  bHl.  Where 
was  the  necessity  of  pensioning  those  who  had  al< 
ready  once  been  penstonedt  They  all  knew  how 
thii  bill  came  to  be  passed  in  the  first  inalance; 
and  that  it  was  from  the  importanity  of  one  who 
was  herself  cot  off  iVom  all  ita  benefits  after  ithad 
been  passed.  On  what  priaciple  of  jastioe  did  the 
bill  proceedl  Where  was  the  merit  of  being  mar- 
ried prior  to  1794,  or  subeequeati  Why  had  fi» 
committee  fixed  on  that  partictslar  periodi— as 
though  it  was  a  great  merit  to  have  marri^  a  day 
sooner  or  a  day  later.  Was  that  the  fieateyas^ 
thy  of  gentlemen— to  give  all  their  bMaty  to  oas 
class,  and  to  withhold  it  from  anotber,  on  the 
ground  that  to  have  extended  it  woald  have  been 
too  onerous  on  the  treasury?  If  that  be  ao,  woald 
it  not  be  better  to  give  to  those  who  bad  maRied 
since  1794,  aad  had  never  received  it? 

What  possible  excuie  could  there  be  for  giviag 
a  peufion  to  on*:  who  marries  a  day  earlier  thaa 
anotbei?  Suppose  a  gentleman  goea  home  to  hii 
oonstttuents,  and  sees  two  of  these  widows  liviag  sids 
by  side;  one  of  whom  is  made  the  recipient^  Aa 
bounty  of  the  Government,  because  she  fertnnaisly 
happened  to  omrry  a  day  earlier  than  her  neighbor, 
who,  though  marrying  a  day  later,  UMy  have  bsea 
the  widow  of  a  breve  aau  gallant  ofitoer  or  aaldlB. 
What  possible  excuse  could  there  be  for  anyamh 
proeeedingi  To  do  exact  justice,  we  most  peoiion 
aU.    Tbaidaa  of  aflenaloIvo^(ors«llaii^ 
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lwNMtWo%g  iMi#  idted  Ik)|im,  Knacd  to  him  the 
9tm(¥^Ktr9iotMnf  -  «i9«aiAC  Im  ever  ll8lem<>d  lo. 
BMfaltf  4eU  tUni^WKm  tb«t  be  knew  mtny  of 
thte  «idb w  .iRlKi  wte  ladies  of  fortnne;  and  yom 
fi?e  Iheee  penaioas  lo  the  rich,  while  joa  ezehide 
•ttera.  VM  law,  be  waa  aware^eoald  not  diacrim-^ 
iaM^  btaaaae  it  aioai  take  ttee  for  ita  eieaMat; 
aifd  ha  oieotkniad  dnaa  thian  to  show  that  the  bitt 
eoald  Bot  reat  oa  aay  groaad  of  jostiee  or  poKey. 

TUa  wliela  Matter  of  fMnrioas  wat  wrong  ia  the 
tai  iaktaave.  It  la  geaefaUsr  the  iret  step  diat 
eeelii  Wken  the  bill  waa  int  presented,  the  cry 
waa^thai  Unaa  widows  were  old  aad  helpless,  and 
i^  <ma  peasionad  for  i?a  jean;  aad  aow  they 
ape  <ider,aBd  aastbepeasioned  for  a  farther  fl?e 
yMUri^  Wlfti  aMtit  tvas  tliere  in  these  women  auuv 
ryiof  ofiDais  aad  sdUiars  of  the  ReToHitioa  after 
Iherwsf^  that  they  shoald  beentitled  to  peneioael 
Mitaift  wMi  the  offieen  were  desirable,  and  h^bly 
ondhahla  «a  thamf  aad  they  ware  very  fortunate  in 
oMItiilg  thmn.  Did  they  suffer  at^r  loves  fh>m 
the  aMfHage  afleriht  ekae  of  the  war  and  ks  lata 
as  i^MI  oi^  #ere  they  batassed  by  rerwlatioaary 
troableel  No,  sir.  €k>  to  ttie  Psaeien  Offlee,  and 
yawwdil  tad  that  aiost  of  these  widows  who  bad 
■aitied  ihaea  old  re? olationary  oileers,  soon  af« 
t«f  dieir  desths  provided  theaiselTes  with  young 


Miv  AUiBN  said  the  (Shaalor  from  AlabaaMi 
had  gaaa  iato  a  statemtnt  o^  some  of  the  requisites 
sfvgevdhaabaiod.  He  had  spoken  of  the  reto- 
kriMtey  Mdlsr  as  behif  stroBg,  robasi,  and  abte- 
MM,  aad  th«t  saeh  a  husband  ought  to  be  eon- 
tUersd  a  saffideKt  ooaspensaikm  to  any  woman 
fariariaitof  prifation  aBd^hardships  ineident  to  a 
tflalei  9t  war,  without  giantiag  them  a  sum  of 
iMaerottt  of  ths  pnhHe  treasury.  This  argument 
dh^nbtierTe  to  satisfy  him  that  a  pension  was  un- 
aaonbaiy;  The  Senator  bad  stated,  aho,  that 
soteaaf  iheae  widows  were  wealthy;  but  that  did 
net*  idter  the  caaie,  ia  his  estimation.  The  law 
atasi  aaeassarily  be  mriform^«nd  a  naiform  law 
eovldnotba  made  toitaehtheeaseofereryindi* 
▼ideal.  It  eoidd  not  be  soppeeed  that  a  law  which 
wa  ef  ilsrif  twoad  aad  gdieral,  eauld  posffibly  mete 
ON  9mm  juaiioa  to  erery  indi? ideal.  There  could 
aoi<beanehalaw,solong  as  there  was  so  great  a 
dlTeisI^  among  the  men  npoa  whom  the  law  was 
tooperaie. 

Ut.  WALXER  said  the  only  reason  he  had 
heaflf  oOkred  in  favor  of  this  bill,  which  had  any 
weiabt  with  him,  was,  that  these  widows  had  en- 
joyed their  pensions  for  five  years  already;  and 
Urn  4ieir  espeatatioDS  bad  been  raised  that  they 
wotdd  be  ooatinued.  He  would  have  been  gfad 
ifgeatleuen  by  whom  tbisaigumeDt  was  urged, 
had  ttstmed  to  it  in  regard  to  &e  cases  of  pensions 
ia  the  nary.  The  law,  in  that  case,  had  been  per- 
mitted to  expfrf;  that  law  provided  that  the  widows 
of  those  who  died  of  casualties  or  diseases  con- 
tiveted  in  the  service  of  the  eeuntry  should  receive 
pemfcatt.  It  was  intended  to  apply  to  those  who 
were  actually  the  wives  of  seamen  at  the  time  of 
service.  The  argumeat  could  have  no  fotce,  now, 
coming  firom  those  who  opposed  it  in  that  case. 
Only  f  64,000  was  required  in  the  case  he  referred 
to,  to  peasiott  the  widows  of  those  gallant  men  who 
ant  their  fete  npon  the  oeean;  the  widows  of  such 
aKn  as  IVeale  aad  Lewis — ^men  who  conferred 
hanor  upon  their  country,  and  who  proved  that  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  was  aot  inviacible:  these 
peasions  were  refused,  while  here  it  was  proposed 
at  one  swoop  to  appropriate  |380,000  to  pension 
HiOBe  who  married  soldiers  long  after  the  war  had 
tirminaied. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  discussion, 
at  this  stage  of  the  bill,  must  be  death  to  it;  and, 
if  he  were  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  and  go  into  the  dlscafision  of  the 
question  of  the  naval  peasion  faod,  and  the  pro- 
pria^ of  pensioning  the  widows  of  naval  officers, 
by  the  very  consumption  of  time  in  the  discussion 
the  bil  mast  necessarily  be  def^ted. 

His  friend  from  Alabama  was  very  much  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because,  forsooth,  (to  use  the  Ian* 
r^  of  the  Seaator  from  New  Hampshire,)  all 
indews  of  rfevt>lmionary  soldiers*  who  were 
mattfed  ataay  tima  previovs  to  1800,  were  not  in- 
dadad.    Bis  ezpansiva  bane? oleaee  embraeed  the 


whale.  He  had  told  them  that  he  would  not  vote 
for  any,  anlesa  the  whole  Were  included.  He  (Mr. 
B  )  was  aot  disposed,  under  existing  circumstances, 
to  go  so  fat. 

In  regard  to  the  question  now  before  them,  he 
believed  that  puUic  sentiment  was  far  in  advaace 
of  the  action  of  Congress.  Many  of  the  Sate 
Legislaturea  had  mov^  ia  the  matter;  and  he  be- 
lieved ninety-Bine  in  a  huadred  of  the  people  at 
laiga  werefavorableio  the  granting  of  such  pensions 
aa  aow  propoeed.  Every  person  could  point  to 
cases,  within  his  own  immediate  vicinity,  of  des* 
timte  widoara  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who  are 
sopportad  by  the  liberality  of  their  friends;  and 
who,  in  case  the  bill  did  not  pass,  must  go  the 
poor-house.  Although  he  was  opposed  to  extend- 
ing the  system  of  gffaating  peneions,  yet  he  thought 
this  a  class  of  cases  which  should  not  be  neglected. 
It  wasmdmitted  that  tlmse  who  were  wives  daring  the 
war  ought  to  receive  peneions;  bur,  it  was  said, 
those  who  were  married  afterwards  ought  to  be  ex- 
chided.  Waa  this  sol  Suppose  it  had  been  made 
optlewd  with  any  one  of  tho«e  galhint  men 
who  served  in  the  revoluttenary  war,  whether 
he  shoald  reoeive  -a  pension  during  his  own 
life,  or  whether  his  widow,  after  his  death,  should 
receive  it:  what  woald  have  been  his  deeis* 
ioa)  Every  one  of  them  would  have  said,  Re- 
lieve the  distressee  of  the  wife  of  my  bosom.  Du- 
ring my  own  life,  I  can  afford  her  protection  and 
suppoM;  bat  when  that  protection  is  withdrawn*- 
when  I  am  removed  by  death,  and  she  is  thrown  de- 
feoceJcia  oa  the  wot ld--then  let  her  be  taken  ander 
the  protection  of  the  Government  which  I  have 
served.  While  ha  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  ex- 
tending pensions  to  new  -  cases,  he  thought  there 
was  mtich  force  in  what  was  stated  by  the  Sena- 
tors f£am  BCassaehvsettaand  Ohio.  These  widows 
bad  bean  in  the  habit  of  receiving  the  boanty  of  the 
Oovemment,  and  they  had  not  calculated  upon 
that  baanty  being  wididrawD;  and  if  it  should  be 
withdnawn,  they  would  be  left  infinitely  more  help- 
less and  dependent  than  if  they  had  never  received 
a  cent  He  woald  ask  his  friend  firom  Alabama  if, 
for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  his  gratitude  towards 
his  friend  far  advanced  in  life,  he  bad  taken  that 
friend  aader  his  immediate  protectioa,  and  famish- 
ed to  him  or  her  an  aaaaiiy  for  five  years,  wliether 
he  would  consider  it  the  part  of  an  honorable  man 
to  abaodoa  that  friend  at  an  advanced  period  ef 
lils^  aad  deprive  him  of  the  bounty  which  his  be- 
nevolence had  bestowed)  He  thought  to  debate 
the  bUl  would  be  to  kiU  iu 

The  bill  eras  reported  to  the  Senate;  when 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  said  he  should  lenew  his 
propovition,  which  had  failed  ia  committee,  to  strike 
oQt  **fi ve  years,"  and  insert  *  H)ne  year.*'  The  next 
CoDgress  could  fully  and  fairly  lepresent  the 
wishes  of  the  people;  and  they  ought  to  be  beard  oo 
the  subject.  The  idea  of  spending  money,  when 
they  were  now  without,  and  borrowing — and  that, 
too,  on  the  eve  of  a  new  Congress  comiog  in — 
was  too  moBstroas  to  be  thought  of. 

[Mr.  McR.  was  prevented,  by  a  violent  cold,  and 
cough  which  accompanied  it,  from  pioceeding.] 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  extremely  sorry  to 
perceive  that  the  Senator  from  Illioois  was  unable, 
in  consequence  of  the  state  of  bis  health,  to  do  jus- 
tice to  his  feelings  on  this  occasion.  He  sincerely 
sympathised  widi  the  honorable  Senator,  and 
would  take  up  his  argument  just  where  the 
honorable  Senator  had  stopped.  This  expiring 
Congress,  now  in  the  agonies  of  death,  was 
continuing  to  incur  debts  for  five  years  to 
come.  It  was  Hke  the  blotider  committed  by 
Congress  when  they  attempted  to  recharter  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  a  period  which 
would  ma  into  the  representation  under  a  new 
census  aad  a  new  apportionment.  Congress  should 
do  the  legitimate  busiufss  of  its  term,  and  notbisg 
beyond.^  He  thought  the  Senator  from  Illinois  bad 
taken  a  very  forcible  ground  of  objectioo.  He 
was  willing  to  extend  pensions  to  those  who  were 
participants  in  the  alarms,  the  dangers,  and  the 
sufferiDgs  of  die  Revolution,  being  actually  the 
wives  of  soldiers  or  ofllcers  at  the  time;  but  he 
never  was  willing  to  extend  them  to  a  period  since 
the  Revoluthm.  Persons  might  be  pensioned  un- 
der ito  net,  who  ware  aot  botn  at  ifaa  time  of  the 


Revolution.  There  might  have  beea  widows,  who 
arera  married  at  the  age  of  thirteea,  hern  since  the 
surreader  of  Comwallis,  and  who  had  had  no  sbaitt 
whatever  in  the  perils  and  paias  of  the  war^  andipet; 
under  this  bill,  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  bouaty: 
of  the  Gh>vernmeat.  In  this  way,  the  syeteaa 
might  be  carried  down  to  the  present  tima.  An 
old  revolutionary  officer,  just  going  out  ef  tbd 
world,  might  marry  %  young  girl  for  the  purp^ 
of  entitling  her  to  receive  a  pensioo;  and  Abe  mighl( 
live  to  draw  that  pension  for  eighty  years.  He 
thought  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
was  a  very  just  and  commendable  one;  and  he 
would  give  Jt  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  thought  there  was  very 
great  force  in  the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  aad  the  Senator  from  Missouri  upaa 
die  propriety  of  leaving  to  a  future  Congreeato 
legislate  upon  this  matter,  withont  depriving  theeo 
widows  ia  the  BMan  time  of  their  fiension.  Ho 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  believing^  as  he  didy 
that,  ia  all  the  great  questioas  of  money  and  power,- 
the  people  should  be  fully  and  thorougUy  repre-^ 
sented* 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  the  amend* 
ment  of  Mr.  McRobbb«s,  to  strike  out  **ftve"  yearsf 
and, insert  **one"  year;  and  decided  in  the  aiSrma* 
tive^yeas  34,  nays  31,  as  fellows: 

YEAS— Means.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagfoy,  Bayard,  Baotin,  Bar* 
riao,  O&lkionn,  Clayton.  Conrad*  Ormenden,  Daytoa.  Pulten, 
Qraham,  Henderton,  Lbn.  McDaAe,  Mcftobeita,'liaofUBi. 
Miller,  Tappan,  Walker,  Willlami,  Wrkbt,  and  Ton^g— M. 

NAYS— Meaare.  Barrow,  Batee,  BadSanan.  Choata,  Crafta, 
Bvana,  Handnctoo,  Keir,  Merrick,  Morabaac,  Porter,  Riirc% 
Simmooa,  Smith  of  Coonecticut,  smith  of  Indiana,  Bpngoak 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Woodbridge^l. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  yeaaaad  naya 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meeen.  Allen,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Balea,  Bnchanaiy 
Choate,  Crafts,  Eraos,  Falton,  unntlngion,  Kerr,  Una.  Mar* 
rick.  Miller,  Merebead,  Porter,  Sevier,  Simmons.  Smith  of 
Oonnecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  TalUnadga,  Wblta. 
Wilcox,  and  Woodbridge-26. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Calhomi,  Olajtoo,  Crlttan. 
dan,  Outhbart,  Dayton,  Oraliam,  Henderaon,  Kin^  McDoflls^ 
McRobarts^  Maiigum,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright,  aad  Yooog 
—17. 

The  Senate  then  look  a  recess  until  half^patt  S 
o'clock. 

EVBanao  sassioir. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  body 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmittisg  a  report  received  from  the  director  of 
the  mint,  and  showing  its  operations  for  the  year 
1849;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Al'o,  a  communication  from  the  State  Depsrt* 
ment,  enclosing  information  in  relation  to  the  com* 
modities  imported  from  foreign  conntriesj  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIEUTENANT   FREMONT'S   EXPEDITION 
TO  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAINS. 

A  communication  was  received  firom  the  War 
Department,  in  answer  to  a  cell  heretofore  made 
for  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Fremont's  ezpaditien 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate;  and  also  that  one  thousand  extra 
copies  be  printed. 

lo  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  in 
the  coarse  of  the  last  summer  a  very  interesting 
expedition  had  been  undertaken  to  tbe  Rocky 
Mountains,  ordered  by  Colonel  Abert,  chief  of  tfa« 
Topographical  Bureau,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  executed  by  Lieutenant 
Fremont  of  tbe  topographical  engineers.  Tbe 
object  of  the  expedition  was  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  tbe  rivers  and  the  country  between  the 
frontiers  of  Missouri  and  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Monntainp;  and  especially  to  examine  the  char- 
acter, and  ascertain  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  Sooth  Pass,  the  great  crossing-plare  in  these 
mountains  on  the  way  to  the  Oregon.  All  the  ob- 
jects of  the  expedition  have  been  accomplishedy 
and  in  a  way  to  be  beneficial  to  science,  and  in- 
structive to  the  general  reader,  as  well  as  useful  to 
the  Government. 

Supplied  with  the  best  astronomical  and  bar- 
ometrical instruments,  well  qualified  to  nse  them, 
and  accompanied  by  twenty-nve  apyifjari,  enlisted 
for  the  puipoas  at  191.  Louis,  aad  trained  toali  th^ 
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iiardstaips  and  dangen  of  the  prairies  and  the 
moaDtaiDfi,  Mr.  PremoDt  left  the  mouth  of  the  Kan- 
««•»  on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri,  on  ibe  10th  of 
Juie;  and,  in  the  almost  incredibly  short  spaee  of 
fev  months,  returned  to  the  same  point,  withoot 
an  aoeident  to  a  man,  and  with  a  Tast  mass  of  nse- 
fnl  observations,  and  many  hundred  specimens  in 
botany  and  geology. 

In  ezetnting  his  instructions,  Mr.  Fremont  pro- 
ceeded  up  the  Kansas  ri?er  far  enough  to  ascer- 
tahi  its  character,  and  then  crossed  orer  to  the 
Great  Platte,  and  pursued  that  river  to  its  source  in 
the  mountains,  where  the  Sweet  Water  (a  head 
branch  of  the  Platte)  issues  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  South  Pass.  He  reached  the  Pass  on 
the  8th  of  August,  and  describes  it  as  a  wide  and 
low  depression  in  the  mountains,  where  the  ascent 
U  as  easy  as  that  of  the  hill  on  which  this  Capitol 
stands,  and  where  a  plainly-beaten  wagon  road 
leads  to  the  Oregon  through  the  valley  of  Lewis^ 
river,  a  fork  of  the  Columbia.  He  went  through 
the  Pass,  and  saw  the  head-waters  of  the  Colorado, 
of  the  Gulf  of  California;  and;  leaving  the  valleys 
to  indulge  a  laudable  curiosity,  and  to  make  some 
Qsefnt  obeervations,  and  attended  by  four  of  his 
men,  he  climbed  the  loftiest  peak  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  until  then  untrodden  by  any  known  hu* 
man  being;  and,  on  the  15th  of  Aogust,  looked 
down  upon  ice  and  snow  some  thousand  feet  be- 
low, and  traced  in  the  distance  the  valleys  of  the 
rivers  which,  taking  their  rise  in  the  same  elevated 
Tidge^  flow  in  opposite  directions  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  to  the  Misrissippi.  From  that  ultimate 
|>ofnt  he  returned  by  the  valley  of  the  Great  Platte, 
following  the  stream  in  its  whole  course,  and  solv- 
ing all  questions  in  relation  to  its  navigability,  and 
the  character  of  the  country  through  which  it  flows. 

Over  the  whole  course  of  this  extended  route, 
barometrical  observations  were  made  by  Mr.  Fre- 
.  mont,  to  ascertain  elevations  both  of  the  plains 
and  of  the  mountains;  astronomical  observations 
were  taken,  to  ascertain  latitudes  and  loogitudef:; 
the  face  of  the  country  was  marked  as  arable  or 
ateril;  the  facility  for  travelling,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  routes,  noted;  the  grand  features  of  nature 
described,  and  some  presented  in  drawing!^;  niilita- 
jy  positions  indicated;  and  a  large  contribution  to 
geology  and  botany  was  made  in  the  varieties  of 
plants,  flowers,  shrubs,  trees,  and  grasses,  and 
rocks  and  earths,  which  were  enumerated.  Draw- 
ings of  some  grand  and  striking  points,  and  a  map 
of  the  whole  route,  illustrate  the  report,  and  facili- 
ute  the  understanding  of  its  details.  Eight  carts, 
drawn  by  two  mules  each,  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition; a  fact  which  attests  the  facility  of  travelling 
in  this  vast  region.  Herds  of  bnfialoes  fumii^ed 
subsistence  to  the  men;  a  short,  nutritious  grass, 
sustained  the  horses  and  mules.  Two  boys,  (one  of 
twelve^yeais  of  age,  the  other  of  eighteen.t)  besides 
the  enlisted  men,  accompanied  the  experlition,  and 
took  their  share  of  its  hardships;  which  proves  that 
boys,  as  well  as  men,  are  able  to  traverse  the  coun- 
Jry  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  result  of  all  his  observations,  Mr.  Fremont 
liad  condensed  into  a  brief  report — enough  to  make 
a  document  of  some  ninety  or  one  hundred  pages; 
and,  believing  that  this  document  would  be  of  gene- 
ral interest  to  the  whole  country,  and  beneficial  to 
science,  as  well  as  useful  to  the  Government,  I 
move  the  printing  of  the  extra  number  which  has 
been  named. 

In  making  this  motion,  and  in  bringing  this  re- 
port to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  I  take  a  great 
pleasure  in  noticing  the  activity  and  importance  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau.  Under  its  skillful  and 
-vigilant  head,  [Colonel  Abert,]  numerous  valu- 
able and  incessant  surveys  are  made;  and  a  mass 
of  information  collected  of  the  highest  importance 
ts  the  country  generally,  as  well  as  to  the  military 
branch  of  the  public  service.  This  report  proves 
conclusively  that  the  country,  for  several  hundred 
miles  from  the  frontier  of  Missouri,  is  exceedingly 
beautiful  and  fertile;  alternate  woodland  and  prairie, 
and  certain  portions  well  supplied  with  water. 
It  also  proves  that  the  valley  of  the  river  Platte  has 
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a  very  rich  soil,  affording  great  faciUties  for  emi- 
grants to  the  we&t  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  printing  was  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  here  announced  to  the  Senate  that 
a  mistake  had  been  made  in  engiossing  the  amend- 
ments to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill.  The  amendment  adopted  by  the  Senate,  giv- 
ing f  500  additional  to  the  mail  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  had  been  inadvertently  over- 
looked; and  It  was  engrossed  at  |1,000,  as  it  came 
from  the  House.  The  bill  had  been  returned  to 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  EVANS  suggested  that  the  hill  could  be 
sent  for;  and  he  moved  an  order  directing  the  Sec- 
retary to  proceed  to  the  House,  and  announce  by 
DMSsage,  the  fact  of  the  error,  and  the  wish  of  the 
Senate  that  the  bill  should  be  returned.  This  order 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  the  pre- 
vious orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on 
the  western  shores  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  having  been 
adopted,  tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed;  the  title  having  been  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  **westem  shores." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  the  Senate  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  but 
waived  tbe  moti.^n  on  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  whose  motion  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  all  mat- 
ters now  pending  before  it. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KERR,  a  similar  discharge 
was  made  with  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  the  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  a  similar 
discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  a  similar  dis- 
charge was  made  with  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  a  simi- 
lar discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  a  similar  dis- 
charge was  made  with  reference  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADGB,  a  similar 
discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  all  the  re- 
maining committees. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Ogle  Tayloe,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole;  and,  having  been  amended  on  tbe  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  KING,  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  re-issue  of  treasury 
note?,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  been  retarned 
from  the  House  with  a  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  authorizing  the  funding  of  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  the  notes  outstanding,  to  run 
for  twenty  years,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  amendment  authorizing 
the  funding  of  those  notes  was  one  of  considerable 
importance;  and  he  was  strongly  impressed  with  the 
propriety  of  insisting  on  it.  He  believed  it  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate.  He 
was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  it 
was  that  the  House  refused  to  concur.  He  was 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  law,  to  be  effective, 
should  pass  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  passed  by 
the  Senate.  If  it  could  not  pass  in  that  shape,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  pass  in 
some  form:  that  was  dictated  by  every  considera- 
tion of  necessity. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
passing  the  bill  in  its  present  form;  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  that  sense  of  propriety,  be  moved  that 
the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  ssk  for 
a  committee  of  conference. 

The  Senate  insisted;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Chair  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  conunittee  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Senate,  to  consist  of  three. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH'of  Indiana,  the  pre- 
vious orders  were  postponed^  and  tbe  Senate  took 


up  for  coDsideiation,  as  in  committee  of  tbe  vbsta^ 
House  bill  entitled  **An  aet  providing  for  tbe  srii 
of  certain  lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  fiCidn- 
gan,  ceded  by  the  Wyandot  Indians,  and  for  otbv 
purposes.'*  ^ 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  explained  tbe  provi- 
sions of  the  bill;  it  was  to  authorize  tbe  sale  of  tbe 
lands  acquired  by  treaty  from  the  Wyandot 
Indians. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that,  by  the  provisions  of  Ae 
treaty  by  which  the  land  of  the  Wyandot  Indians 
was  ceded,  the  United  States  stipulated  to  pay  those 
Indians  for  their  improvements  saoh  sum  as,  npon 
appraisement,  they  were  found  to  be  worth;  dm  a|^ 
praisers  tol>eappointed  by  the  United  States.  Tbess 
sppraisers  had  awarded  to  tbe  Indians |ld5,957  9L 
Mr.  W.  said  the  Secretary  of  War  had  reoom- 
mended  an  appropriation  to  cover  the  amotrnt  of 
the  award.  He  therefore  moved  to  asMnd  tba  btll 
under  consideration,  with  an  additional  seetfton, 
appropriating  fer  that  porpo.*e  the  sum  of  f  lOV 
957  31.  He  remarked  that  #20,000  had  beea  al- 
ready appropriated  for  the  purpose.  This 
wou^d  make  up  the  full  award. 

Mr.  KINQ  was  opposed  to  paying 
moQs  sum.  They  were  told,  in  the 
the  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  land,  that  tbs 
amount  required  to  pay  for  these  improvements 
would  not  be  more  than  |30,000.  The  sam  paid 
for  the  land  was  enormous.  Having  approved  of 
the  sum  stipulated  for  the  land,  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  appropriate  more  than  flSS,000  ftr 
the  impiovements  of  a  handful  of  Indians,  wbieb 
could  not  have  been  anything  but  huts  and  a  few 
fruit  trees.  This  sum  was  most  enormous— «BlesSv 
indeed,  thoFe  Indians  were  even  more  dviJtaed 
than  the  whites  on  the  frontiers,  and  had  eteeied 
for  themselves  splendid  tenements,  and  laid  ott 
pleasure-grounds,  abounding  with  beautiful  shrab- 
bery,  and  fountains,  Ac.  Who  would  undertake 
lo  say  that  such  was  the  easel  No  one.  Who 
were  ihe  agents,  and  by  whom  were  tbey  appoint- 
ed, who  had  awarded  such  an  unreasonable  amonnt 
for  the  mere  huts  of  a  handful  of  Indiansl? 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  that  Moses  H.  Kirby  and 
John  Waters  were  the  agents — one  of  whom,  be 
knew,  was  reputed  to  be  a  most  bighminded  and 
honorable  man.    The  other  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  KING  continued  his  remarks,  at  some 
length,  against  the  amendment.  He  considered 
the  award  a  fraud.  He  hoped  the  amendomt 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  on  tlie  limited  informatiott 
they  now  possessed.  He  was  as  willing  and  as 
ready  to  do  justice  to  the  red  man  as  the  while; 
but  he  could  not  sanction  such  an- award,  believinf 
it  to  be  a  fraud  on  the  Government.  No  man  in 
his  senses,  who  knew  anything  of  the  Indian  diar- 
acier,  their  mode  of  living,  and  the  nature  of  tbe 
improvements,  could  believe,  for  a  moment,  that 
those  improvement?  were  worth  anything  like  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  cot  have  selected  soeh  men  as  would 
do  injustice  to  the  United  States.  But  tbe  appraisefi 
had  been  selected  according  lo  the  stipolatioBs 
of  the  treaty;  and  tbey  had  made  an  award.  How 
could  they  help  themselves?  They  must  fnlfiltheir 
contract  with  the  Indians.  The  United  S^les  con- 
tracted under  the  treaty  to  pay  such  snm  for  the 
improvements  of  those  Indians,  as  appraisers,  to  be 
arpointed  by  the  GK)verment,  should  award  totbeai. 
The  United  Stales  bad  exercised  her  rights  under 
the  treaty— had  appointed  appraisers  to  protect  her 
interests.  They  have  made  the  award.  He  (Mr.T.) 
would  rather  pay  $100,000,000  than  eonsmt  to  a 
violation  of  treaty  stipulation  by  this  Qovemment 
with  the  humblest  tribe  of  Indians.  If  there  bad  beea 
proper  officers  appointed,  it  would  have  been  man- 
aged better.  If  the  people  did  not  wish  to  be  sad- 
dled with  such  enormous  awards,  they  must  see 
and  know  whom  they  put  into  power.  Tbe  Wyan- 
dots  were  tbe  innocent  party;  they  were  not  insin* 
mental  in  placing  those  men  in  office.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  this  amendment  bad  been  dis- 
cussed two  or  three  times  before;  he  hoped  Ibe  Saa- 
ate  would,  therefore,  take  a  vote  upon  it  It  was  of 
the  utmost  impcrtance  that  tbe  Senate  shoiM  pm* 
ceed  with  other  businetst 
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Mu  WHITE  said  ho  felt  no  farther  interest  in 
thii  matter,  than  a  desire  that  the  United  States 
shovld  Ailfll  its  tretty  obligatioDs. 

Mr.  MeDUFFIB  said  he  did  not  regard  this  as 
an  arbitraUon  at  all.  There  was  no  jodgment 
binding  on  the  United  States.  It  was,  in  fact, 
merely  an  e«  pmU  inTsstigation  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  mind  of  the  ^eentiTe. 

Mi.  SEVIER  endeaTored  to  show  that  it  was 
an  aibitrameat  bindinc  oa  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  men  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mi.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  it  was  unwise  to 
pass  a  bill  to  sell  lands  which  they  had  not  p(»8« 
session  of.  They  conld  not  get  possession  of  the 
lands,  ontil  every  prorision  of  the  treaty  was  ful- 
filled. 

The  bni  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  l>ack,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  House  bill  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bllery;"  and  on  his 
motion,  it  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
Anally  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SBVIBR,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  King,  which  had  been  returned  from 
the  House  with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  explana- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King,  was 
taken  an,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  sod  finally  pa»ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BVANS,  the  Senate  took  up 
for  consideration  the  messsge  from  the  House  re- 
mrning  the  ciyil  and  diplomstic  appropriation  bill, 
with  certiUn  disagreeing  votes.  The  one  was  a  dis- 
agreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  restor- 
ing the  Congress  printing,  for  this  Congress  alone, 
to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819— 
thitis,  to  allow  Qales  db  Seaton,  printers  to  the 
House,  and  Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  the  Senate, 
twenty  per  cent  over  the  prices  they  contracted  to 
ds  the  printing  for. 

Bftr.  BYAJ^S  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
afl  its  amendments,  and  ask  a  committee  of  cobfer- 
eace. 

Bftr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  except  the  amend- 
ment giviog  twenty  per  cent,  additional  for  ^he  Con* 
^ress  printing,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
It.    liiey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
that  at  10  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  last  night  of  the 
session,  they  were  called  to  vote  on  a  proposition 
to  give  to  Gales db  Seaton  and  Thomas  Allen, 
printers  to  this  Congress,  twenty  per  cent,  more 
than  they  agreed  to  give  them  in  the  contract  for 
doing  the  Congress  printing.  If  there  was  any  jus- 
ties  in  giTing  more  than  the  contraet  called  for, 
why  did  not  the  party  (the  Whig  party)  which  was 
frigidly  to  the  proposition,  go  a  little  farther,  and 
give  fifteen  per  cent,  to  Blair  A  Rives  for  execu- 
ting the  printing  of  the  last  Congress.  Tliose  gen- 
tlemen executed  the  printing  for  fifteen  per  cent. 
bek>w  the  prices  of  the  resolution  of  1819— and  fif- 
teen per  cent  lees  than  was  now  proposed  to  give 
the  piecent  printers.  Where  vas  the  justice  in 
stt^  proceeding? 

The  question  on  insisting  on  this  amendment 
was  thni  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
S6,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

TlAB  Mewfi.  Archtr,  Barrow,  Bate*,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choata^  OlaytOQ,  Coarad,CriuendeD,  DartoD,  Brana,  Graham, 
Beodenon,  Kerr,  Mangom,  Blerrick,  Miller,  Moreheaid,  Phelpe, 
Porter,  Btmrooo*.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spragae,  Tallmadge, 
White,  and  Woodtwldge-26.  -.. 

NATS— Meena.  Allen,  Bafhr,  Benton,  Buebanaa,  Calhonn, 
Oothbert,  Falton,  King,  Linn,  HcDuffle,  McRobertei  Sevier, 
Snlth  of  Oonnectknt,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wallcer,  Wilcox, 
WUttaoi,  Woodborj,  and  ¥^igfai-20. 

The  Senate  then  insisted  on  its  amendment,  giV' 
lag  Thomas  Allen  and  Blair  db  Rives  the  full  price 
for  the  printing  of  the  Compendium  to  the  Sixth 
Census. 

ThsSsnale  then  receded  from  its  amendment 
tegalixing  the  appointment  of  certain  clerks  in  the 
Slate  Department. 

On  sMtion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Chair  was  an- 
thoriasd  to  appomt  diree  conferees  on  the  part  of 
Ihe  ioHtte,  to  confhr  with  a  hke  number  en  the 
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pan  of  the  House,  touching  the  dissgreeiog  voles 
on  the  remsinder  of  the  amendments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  a  committee  of 
conference  was  appointed  by  the  Cbair,  to  meet  a 
lilce  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  con- 
sider the  disagreeing  votes  between  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  to  the 
Federal  coin. 

THE  MISSION  TO  CHINA. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up  for 
consideratioa,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
hill  to  provide  the  means  for  future  intercourse  be- 
tweoi  the  United  Ststes  and  the  Government  of 
China,  which  was  resd,  as  follows: 

B»U  enacted  fty  Ike  Senate  end  Beuee  i^ RepreeentaHtee 
efthe  United  Slatee  of  America  in  Oongreee  oeeeiwftkd. 
That  the  aum  of  fonj  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea,  to  enable  him  to  eetablish  ttie  future  com* 
merelaTrelsKiona  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chinese 
empire  on  terms  of  national  equal  reciprocity;  the  said  eum  to 
t»e  accounted  for  br  the  President,  under  the  restrictions  and  In 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1st  of  July,  1790,  entitled 
^*an  act  providing  the  means  of  intereoune  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  natioas." 

Mr.  WRIQHT  desired  to  know  why  so  large 
a  sum  as  |40,000  was  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
in  this  esse. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  answer  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The 
question  was  a  rery  fair  and  reasonable  one,  end 
one  which  he  had  anticipated.  -  The  bill  provided 
that  |40,000  should  be  appropriated  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  eetablishing  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
China.  It  was  not  intended  that  the  salary  of  the 
minister,  or  agent,  tegether  with  his  outfit,  should 
exceed  |18,000,  the  amount  usually  appropriated  for 
sueh  purposes.  But  it  would  be  p«rceived  that 
there  was  a  considerable  variance  between  this  and 
other  cases,  by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  the 
country  to  which  our  agent  was  to  be  sent.  The 
objfct  could  hardly  be  accomplished  in  a  single 
year;  indeed,  from  the  singulsr  usages  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Chins^  it  was  not  certain  in  what  manner 
our  minister  would  be  received;  and  a  sum,  there- 
fore, much  larger  thsa  the  ordinary  outfit  of  a  min- 
ister would  be  required.  A  provision  would  have 
to  be  made  for  an  interpreter;  and  it  was  very  well 
known  te  the  Senate  that,  in  our  intercourse  hith- 
erto with  Mahometan  countries,  it  bad  always 
been  necessary  to  bestow  presents.  It  could  not 
be  known  for  what  length  of  4ime  the  negotiations 
would  be  in  progress.  Supposing  them  to  occupy 
two  years,  this  appropriation  would  be  insufficient. 
This,  he  thought,  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  in- 
quiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  and  he 
hoped  this  bill,  to  which  he  thought  very  great  im- 
portanee  should  be  attached,  would  meet  the  gen- 
eral approval  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  explanation  was  not  at 
all  satisfactory  to  liim,  as  to  the  necessity  for  ap- 
propriating so  large  a  sum.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  same  argument  would  require  that  they  should 
appropriate  for  a  minister  to  England  a  sum  suf- 
ficient for  the  whole  time  he  was  to  be  kept  there. 
The  appropriation  for  an  agent  in  China  could  be 
voted  every  year,  in  the  same  manner  as  appropri- 
ations for  minfeters  at  all  foreign  courts. 

Mr.  BENTON  took  many  objections  to  this  mis- 
sion, to  the  bill  which  provided  for  it,  and  to  the 
motives  in  which  it  was  founded.  He  tonsidered 
the  mission  unnecessary  for  any  public  purpose; 
he  held  the  bill  to  be  fraudulently Vcontrived,  to 
cheat  the  Senate  out  of  its  control  over  the  ap- 
pointuMuts  under  it,  and  (o  bide  the  waste  of  the 
money  it  appropriated;  and  be  considered  the  mo- 
tires  for  the  mittion  to  b^' wholly  personal  and  in- 
dividual, and  invented  as  an  indemnification  to 
one  person  for  vacating  his  place  for  the  benefit  of 
another. 

That  there  wu  no  necessity  for  a  treaty  with 
China,  was  proved  by  the  fact  that  our  trade  with 
that  country  had  been  going  weU  without  one  for 
half  a  century,  and  was  now  growing  and  increas- 
ing constantly.  It  was  a  trade  conducted  on  the 
simple  and  elemenury  principle  of  ^'Ure  it  om,^^ 
and  **lh»e  U  <fcs  eliber**— all  ready«money  and  hard- 
money  work-— no  credit-system,  no  paper-money. 
For  a  long  time  this  trade  took  nothing  but  silver 
dollm*    At  present  it  is  taking  sqme  other  arti- 


cles, and  especially  a  goodly  quantity  of  M  ssouri 
lead.  This  has  taken  place  without  a  treaty,  and 
without  an  agent  at  (40,000  expense.  All  things 
are  going  on  well  between  us  and  the  Chinese.  Our 
relations  are  puiely  commercial,  conducted  on  the 
simplest  principles  of  trade,  and  unconnected  m'vh 
political  views.  China  has  no  political  connexion 
with  us.  She  is  not  within  the  ^stem,  or  circle,  of 
American  policy.  She  can  have  no  designs  upon 
us,  or  views  in  relation  to  us;  and  we  have  no  need 
of  a  minister  to  watch  and  observe  her  conduct. 
Politically  and  commercially,  ibe  mission  is  use- 
less. Religiously,  it  most  be  still  more  so;  and 
even  if  our  form  of  government  admitted  of  mis-  • 
sions  to  propagate  the  faith,  an  unfroNcked  priest 
would  not  be  the  instrument  to  do  it.  The  mission 
is  not  created  for  the  public  service,  but  for  an  in- 
dividual. The  gentleman  is  ^'mt  mid  dried**  who 
is  to  have  it.  It  is  made  for  a  man;  and  he  is 
wailing  to  take  the  place  the  instant  it  is  cre- 
ated. 

The  bill  was  a  studied  fraud.    It  provided  for 
sending  an  agent  to  China,  without  filing  tiis  grade 
or  compensationf  it  placed  |40,000  in  his  hands, 
and  exempted  him  from  accounting  for  iu    It  was 
fraudulent  in  three  points:  in  the  appointment  of 
the  agent — in  the  amount  of  his  salary-^^and  in 
the  accountability  for  his  expenditures.    By  the 
Constitution,  all  ministers  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Senate;  but   this   minister   to   China  is  to  be 
called  an  agent,.and  sent  out  by  the  President  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  thus,  by  impos- 
ing a  false  name  upon  the, minister,  defraud  the 
Senate  out  of  their  control  over  the  appointment. 
The  enormity  of  the  sum  ^hows  that  the  mission  is 
to  be  more  expensive  than  any  one  ever  sent  from 
the  United  States;  and  that  it  is  to  be  one  of  the 
first  grade,  or  of  a  higher  grade  than  any  known  in 
our  country.    Nine  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
and  the  same  for  an  outfit,  is  the  highest  compen- 
sation known  to  our  service;  yet  this  |40,000  mis- 
sion may  double  that  amount,  and  still  the  minis- 
ter be  only  called  an  sgent,  for  the  purpose  of  cheat- 
ing the  Senate  out  of  its  control  over  the  appointment. 
The  bill  is  fraudulent  in  relation  to  the  compemation 
to  be  given  to  this  ambassadorial  agent.    No  sum 
is  fixed,  but  he  is  to  take  what  he  pleases  for  him- 
self and  his  suite.    He  and  they  are  to  help  them- 
selves; and,  from  the  amount  allowed,  they  may 
help  themselves  yberally.    In  all  other  cases,  sala- 
ries and  compensations  are  fixed    by  law,  and 
graduated  by  time;  here,  there  is  no  limit  either  of 
money  or  time.    This  mission  goes  by  the  job- 
forty  thousand  dollars  for  the  job — without  regard 
to  time  or  cost.    A  summer^s  work,  or  a  yearM 
workf  it  is  all  the  same  thing — it  is  a  job,  and  is 
evidently  intended  to  enable  a  gentleman,  who 
loves  to  travel  in  Europe  and  Asia,  to  extend  his 
travels  to  the  Celestial  Empire  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  write  a  book.   The  settlement 
of  the  accounts  is  a  fraud  upon  the  treasury.    In 
all  cases  of  foreign  missions,  except  where  secret 
services  are  to  be  performed,  and  spies  and  inform- 
ers   to  be  dealt  with,   the  accounts  are  settled 
at  the  Treasury  Department,  by  the  proper  account- 
ing officers;  when  secret  services  are  to  be  covered^ 
the  fund  out  of  which  they  are  paid  is  then  called 
the  contingent  foreign  intercourse  fund;  and  are 
settled  at  the  State  Department,  upon  a  simple  cer- 
tificate that  the  money  has  been  applied  according 
to  its  intention.    It  was  in  this  way  that  the  no- 
torious John  Henry  obtained  his  $50,000  during 
the  late  war;  and  that  various  other  sums  have 
been  paid  out  to  secret  agents  at  difiTerent  times. 
To  this  I  do  not  object.    Every  Gbvernmenf,  in 
its   foreign  intercourse,  must    have  recourse  to 
some    agents,   and   have    the   benefit   of    aome 
services,  which  would  be  defeated  if  made  public; 
asd  which  must,  therefore,  be  veiled  in  secrecy, 
and  paid  for  privately.    This  must  happen  in  all 
Qovemments;  but  not  so  in  this  case  of  the  Chinese? 
mission.    Here,  secrecy  is  intended  for  what  our 
own  minister,  his  secretary,  and  his  whole  suite,  are 
to  receive.  Not  only  what  they  may  give  in  bribea 
to  Chinese,  but  what  they  take  in  pay  to  themselves, 
is  to  be  a  secret.     All  is  secret  and  irresponsiblet 
And  it  will  not  do  to  assimilate  this  mission  to  the 
oldest  Qovernment  in  the  world,  to  the  anomalous 
and  anonymous  missions  to  revolntionaiy  aouAtricf^ 
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Soch  in  aoalogjr  has  been  attempted  in  defence  of 
this  mission,  and  South  American  examples  cited; 
but  the  cases  are  not  analogoqs.  Informal  agen- 
cres,  with  secret  objects,  are  proper  to  revolution- 
ary objects;  but  here  is  to  be  a  public  mission,  and 
an  imposing  one — the  grandest  ever  sent  out  from 
the  United  States — and  the  London  mission  vacated, 
in  order  to  supply  the  man  that  is  to  fill  it.  To 
attempt  to  assimilate  such  a  mission  to  a  John 
Henry  case,  or  to  a  South  American  agency,  is 
absurd  and  impudent;  and  is  a  fraud  upon  the  sys- 
tem of  accountability  to  which  all  our  missions 
are  subjected. 

The  expense  of  the  mission  is  great  and  unparal- 
leled. It  is  double  the  expense  of  a  mission  to  the 
Urst  courts  of  Earope;  and,  besides  that,  involves 
the  expense  of  a  new  minister  to  England.  The 
Chinese  minister  and  suite  are  to  have  f40,000;  the 
^ntlemaa  who  goes  to  London  in  place  of  Blr. 
Everett  will  have  near  (^000.  That  gentleman 
is  to  Ve  the  Secretary  of  Sta'e;  and  thus  |€0,000  are 
to  be  paid  to  get  him  to  London!  to  get  a  gentle- 
man  to  London,  whose  name  cannot  be  submitted 
to  the  Senate  for  that  appointment.  I  repeat  it: 
this  whole  conception  of  a  Chinese  mission,  now 
brought  forward  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  is  a  contrivance  to  vacate  the  London 
mission,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  fill 
it  with  a  gentleman  who  might  not  be  able  to  pass 
the  Senate.  This  is  the  object !  and  |60,000  for 
such  an  object,  when  the  treasury  is  bankrupt,  is 
attempted— when  retrenchment  is  proclaimed — 
and  when  13A  per  centum  is  proposed  to  be  taken 
from  the  salaries  of  all  officer?,  civil,  naval,  and 
military  t 

I  repeat  it :  this  mission  is  not  created  for  the 
country,  but  invented  for  a  man;  and  he  is  now 
^waiting  to  take  it,  and  to  go  and  bump  his  head 
nineteen  times  against  the  ground,  in  order  to  pur- 
chase the  privilege  of  standing  up  before  his  Celes- 
tial Majesty. 

And  this  is  our  work  In  the  last  night  of  this 
Congress.  It  is  now  midnight:  and,  like  the  mid- 
night which  preceded  the  departure  of  the  elder 
Adams  from  the  Qovernment,  the  whoje  time  is 
spent  in  making  and  filling  ofiices.  Providing  tor 
favorites,  and  feeding  out  of  the  public  crib,  is  the 
only  work  of  those  whose  brief  reign  is  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  who  have  been  already  compelled  by 
public  sentiment  to  undo  a  part  of  their  work. 
The  bankrupt  act  is  repealed  by  the  Congress  that 
made  it;  the  distribution  act  has  shared  the  ssme 
fate;  and,  if  they  had  another  session  to  sit,  the 
mandamus  act  against  the  States,  the  habeas  cor- 
pus against  the  States,  this  Chinese  mission,  and 
all  the  other  acts,  would  be  undone.  It  would  be 
the  true  realization  of  the  story  of  the  queen  who 
unravelled  at  night  the  web  that  she  wove  during 
the  day.  As  it  is,  enough  has  been  done  and  un- 
done to  characterize  this  Congress — to  entitle  it  to 
the  name  of  Ulysses'  wife— not  because  (like  the 
virtuous  Penelope)  it  resisted  seduction — but  be- 
cause, like  her,  its  own  hands  niiravelled  its  own 
work. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  say  a  very  few  words, 
in  order  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  who  seemed  so  exceedingly  dis- 
turbed at  the  idea  that  the  formation  of  commercial 
relations  with  China  could  only  be  purchased  at 
the  price  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  dignity  of  this  coun- 
try in  the  person  of  our  ambassador.  He  could 
assure  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  sacrifices 
which  his  patriotic  enthusiasm  had  led  blra  to  ap- 
prehend were  not  likely  to  be  realized.  It  was 
perfectly  true,  as  the  honorable  Senator  had  stated, 
(for  he  was  seldom  mistaken  in  historical  matters,) 
that  hitherto  sacrifices  of  dignity,  amounting  to 
ignominy,  had  been  required  by  Uiat  nation;  but 
be  had  the  pleasure  of  informirg  the  honorable 
gentlcmam  from  Missouri  that  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions between  that  country  and  Great  Britain  pro- 
vide for  the  abolition  of  those  ceremonies. 

[Mr.  BcirToif.  Very  good!  and  our  miniFter 
can  creep  in  behind  the  British  minister,  and  claim 
the  protection  of  Ctueen  Victoria's  petticoats.] 

Tbe  honorable  Senator  himself,  he  was  sure,  if 
he  would  condescend  to  accept  the  mission,  would 
l>e  enabled  to  render  to  this  country  the  signal  ser- 
Tice  of  opening  a  trade  with  three  hundred  and 
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fifty  millions  of  people,  without  any  such  sacrifice 
of  dignity — without  so  much  as  a  single  bump  of 
the  bead.  But,  seriously,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
whole  Senate  to  say  whether  it  was  not  desirable 
to  negotiate  commercial  arrangements  with  China, 
especially  as  she  had  expressed  a  desire  to  extend 
to  this  country  the  benefits  of  trade  uprn  equal 
terms  with  Great  Britain.  He  put  it  to  tbe  good 
sense  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mi^^souri,  how 
he  could  reconcile  it  with  hfe  ideas  of  justioa  to  this 
country,  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  effecting 
an  object  so  desirahlel  The  expense  woakl  not  be, 
in  any  eonsiderabk  degree,  greater  ihaa  that  of 
establishing  iaiercourre  with  other  nations.  There 
need  be  no  apprehensions  on-  the  score  of  a  tti»> 
applieaiion  of  the  money.  It  was  not  ta  be  ia  the 
character  of  an  ordinary  mission;  it  was  an  extrli^ 
ordinary  mission;  and  in  consideration  of  the  dls^ 
tance,  and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  Qovern- 
neat,  it  would  be  necessary  that  a  lanrer  sum 
should  be  appropriated  for  its  expenses  than  was 
required  for  ordinary  missions.  The  Senator  mast 
see  that  the  mission,  in  itself,  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance;  and,  if  successful,  would  result  in  the 
attainment  of  ffreat  advantages  to  this  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  they  had  enough  to  do, 
without  meddling  with  the  Celestial  Empire. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Merart.  Baj^by,  Bayard,  Bentoo,  Conrad.  Cothbert, 
Fulton,  Henderson.  Linn,  McKoberta,  Manenm,  Miller,  Porter, 
Beviar,  tmiib  of  Connecticut,  Stnrgeoo,  "fappen,  White,  and 
Wrlgtii— 18. 

NATS— Meaara.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Choate,  Clayton,  CraAa,  Crittenden,  IHyton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Morehead,  Phelpa,  Rlres,  Stnmona,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Sprafne,  Tallmadge,  Woodbridge,  and  WoodtHiry— 
24. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  *<reeiproeity"— the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  leave  the  appropriation  without  any  restric- 
tion. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ta- 
ken, resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Allen,  Bacby,  Bayard,  Benton,  Cathbert, 
Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberta,  Mangum,  Mil. 
ler.  Porter,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Counecticat,  Sttirgeon,  Tappan, 
While,  and  Wright-19.  ^^ 

NAYS— Meaar*.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea.  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Cl^oate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  CraHs,  CriUenden,  Dayton,  Erana, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  McDuffle,  Morehead.  Phelpa,  Rivea, 
Simmona,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spragne,  TaUviaage,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 21. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  being  himself  friendly 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  wished  to  see  it  contain 
certain  limitations; — they  could,  at  all  events,  do 
no  harm.  One  which  be  would  propose  was,  to 
provide  that  the  compensation  to  be  given  to 
any  one  person  should  not  exceed  |9,000. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  should  have  no  sort  of 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  such  an  amend- 
ment, except  that  it  would  lead  to  the  necessity  of 
sending  the  bill  back  to  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives^  and,  if  tbe  gentleman  would  refer  to  the  act 
by  which  these  appropriations  were  restricted,  he 
would  find  that  his  object  was  already  attained  by 
the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  the  reason  why  he 
thought  it  better  to  introduce  into  this  bill  the  spe- 
cific provision,  was,  that  tbe  act  which  was  referred 
to  had  expired. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  there  could  be  no  possible 
dififereoce  wj^ere  reference  was  made  to  a  partic- 
ular act,  whether  that  act  bad  expired  or  not.  The 
provisions  of  tbe  act  referred  to  would  apply,  by 
whatever  name  tbe  agent  might  be  designated;-, 
whether  he  might  be  called  commissioner,  agent, 
or  ambassador,  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  would  ap- 
ply as  strictly  as  if  they  were  embodied  in  the  new 
act. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  this  was  precisely  his  view, 
and  he  did  not,  therefore,  conceive  an  amendment 
to  be  necessary.  If,  however,  it  was  thought  re- 
quisite, he  had  not  the  slightest  objection  that  it 
^onld  be  so  amended. 

The  amenrfment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  language  of  tbe  bill  was 
studiously  ambiguous.  Whether  the  person  to  be 
employed  was  to  be  a  commissioner,  a  ctuira6,  or 
an  agent,  was  not  expressed.  He  now  desired  to 
know  whether  it  was  to  be  understood  that  the 


person  or  persons  to  be  appointed,  were  to  be  ai^ 
pointed  by  tbe  President  without  the  consent  of  tha 
Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  be  bad  to  answer  to  that^ 
that  the  gentleman  himtelf  was  just  as  competeni 
to  inform  the  Senate  upon  ihU  point  as  be  (Mt 
AacHEa)  was.  He  baa  np  infiormation  regarding 
j(;  but  he  would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  to 
say  of  what  importance  tbe  designation  of  the  per- 
son was,  provided  tbe  salary  was  restricted  so  u 
net  to  exceed  |9,000.  Would  ix  be  an^gratifica? 
tion  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  inforaiied  bun  that  he 
wa?  to  be  called  plcDipotentiary? 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  deemed  himself  auffi- 
cfenily  justified  by  the  answer  of  the  honorable 
Senator  in  making  the  inquiry.  He  did  not  expeet 
that  that  Senator  was  cognisant  of  tha  icoanaels 
of  the  framerscf  that  biH.  He  (Mr.  b.)  had  « 
curiosity  to  know  who  it  was  that  was  to  be  sttt 
upon  this  mission,  and  it  was  his  Hght  to  inquire. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  sit  there  and  me  the  Senate 
defrauded  of  the  rights  which  belonged  to  it,  in  paff»* 
ing  upon  an  appointment  of  the  bi^hcsi  grade  in 
tbe  gift  of  the  Governmen',  where  ||^4O,OO0  was  to 
be  appropriated,  and  without  any  accountability. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  be  would,  make  a  motion^ 
which  would  obviate  the  objection  of  the  honorable 
Senator.  He  submitted  a  motion,  to  the  effect 
that  no  agent  be  appointed  without  the  conaent  of 
the  Senate. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken* 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Allen,  Archer.  Basbf,  Bayard,  Boottai, 
Calhoun.  Conrad,  Crarui,  Crittenden,  Cuihbert,  Dayton,  Fal* 
ton,  Gfaham,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRolMna,  Maogom, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Phelpe,  Porter,  Rirea,  epn«na,  Oawawi; 
Tappan,  Walker,  While,  William*,  Woodbory,  aad  might 
-31. 

NAYS— MesMn.  Barrow,  Batea,  Cboate,  Clinton,  Evans, 
Kerr,  Bmiiii  of  Indiana,  TaUmadfe,  aod  Woodbridga    9. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  was  reoetred  from  the  House,  inform- 
ing the  Senate  that  the  House  adhered  to  its  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbe 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and  had 
agreed  to  a  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ccmfer- 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing 
Tote  of  the  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  treasury  note  biU,  authorizing  the  funding  of 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  treasury  notes,  report- 
ed that  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses 
bad  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate;  and  to  the  Senate  to  agree  to  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  providing  that  any  stock 
issued  in  lieu  of  the  treasury  notes  falling  due  diall 
be  redeemable  in  ten  years. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  tbe  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  now  moved  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

BILL  NO.  548. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  hoped  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  would  permit  him  to  make  a  motion  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  (Na  548)  which  had  beea  reported  from  the 
Comniitre  on  RetreDchment,  with  several  amead^ 
ments.  This  was  the  last  obaace  that  would  odhr 
for  taking  it  op. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  could  not  yield;  548 
could  be  disposed  of  after jbey  had  finished  the  ex* 
ecutive  busine.*^. 

[This  was  the  last  that  the  reporters  beard  of  bill 
No.  548.] 

The  moiioo  of  Mr.  MxaaiOK  was  then  agreed  to; 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  cxeendve 
business.  After  some  time  spent  thereiB,  the  Sas* 
ate  resumed  legislative  busluem. 

The  door  leading  to  the  reportei'i  gallery  not 
having  been  opened  fur  some  time  afiea  the  Seaale 
resumed  legislative  bosiness,  tbe  repofftert  are  ■»> 
able  to  slate  precisely  what  occurred  betweeB  the 
resumption  of  business  and  the  admiaswB  oT  the 
rep  triers  to  the  gallery.    When  they  etnered, 

Mr,  KINO  was  on  ihe  floor,  dmioaiMM^  wiA 
much  warmth,  the  proposition  to  give  the  prinlei^ 
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of  the  present  Coagrcis  20  per  cent,  more  for  ex- 
ecotiAg  the  pablic  printing  than  they  bad  contract- 
ed for.  He  looked  opon  it  as  a  most  corrupt  pro* 
eeeding — a  robbery  eommitted  npon  the  pockets  of 
the  people. 

The  reporters  now  understood  that  it  was  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  dis« 
agreeing  votes  on  the  eiril  and  diplomatic  bill,  that 
1^  under  diseus^ion. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  if  It  was  the  object  of  gen- 
tlemen lo  defeat  the  bill,  they  conld  no  doubt  effect 
It  by  eoMiMikig  the  diseussion.  For  his  pan,  he 
had  BO  s«eh  olqeet,  aiid  shovid  therefore  not  say 
aaolher  word. 

Mr.  flTRIQHT  observed,  that  haTtng  taken  a 
considerable  part  in  this  debate  last  night,  he  was 
peAapsobaoxions  to  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Bennior^  remarks.  He  should  not,  how- 
ever, now  ocoopy  the  time  of  the  Senate,  except 
merely  tonsk  if  he  was  right  in  certain  facts  which 
be  proposed  now  to  state.  And  the  first  fact  which 
be  supposed  to  exist  was,  that  the  printers  for  the 
Hotiae  of  Representatives  of  the  last  Congress 
were  paid  15  per  cent,  below  the  rates  of  printing 
aatherizedby  the  resolution  of  1819.  The  next 
fket  was,  that  the  printers  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. o£  the  present  Congress  contracted  to  do 
the  printing  at  5  per  cent,  below  the  rates  of  print- 
ing for  the  last  Congress.  And  the  next  fact  was, 
that  the  provision  now  introduced  into  ibis  bill 
proposes  to  gire  the  present  printers  30  per  cent. 
above  the  price  stipulated  by  their  own  contract. 

If  he  was  right  in  these  simple  facts — and  he  be* 
Ileved  be  was — there  was  another  questioii  in  ref- 
erence to  compensating  the  printers  of  Congress 
for  work  other  than  that  of  contract  work  for  the 
Hoose.  And  that  qoestion  was  in  relation  to  both 
the  present  printers  of  the  Senate  and  the  late  print- 
em,  in  CDtnexion  with  the  snbject  of  printing  the 
Compendium  of  the  Census. 

Ttid  same  dmjority  who  wish  to  add  90  per  cent. 
10  the  eotttmot  priee  of  printing  for  the  present 
*  printers,  deny  to  the  laie  printers  either  iheir  con- 
'  tract  price,  or  the  espenses  oat  of  pocket  in  doing 
'  the  work  of  Iheir  contract  And  this  refusal  was 
'  grounded,  as  an  honorable  Senator  had  admitted 
and  avowed,  on  the  assumption  that  the  late  prints 
srs  to  Congress  had  made  themselves  so  rich  by 
their  contract  as  printers,  at  prices  15  per  cent,  be- 
low the  rates  of  the  resolution  of  1819,  that  they 
eoild  have  no  claim  on  the  chanty  of  Conirress  to 
do  them  even  the  jastice  of  paying  them  their  due. 
Now,  he  believed  it  was  very  trae  that  those  gen^ 
Uemen  had  become  rich  on  the  fair  profits  of  their 
contract  as  printers  for  Congress.  He  was  even 
willing  to  say,  with  the  gentlemen  opposite,  that 
they  got  all  they  contracted  for,  and  they  deserved 
nothing  from  the  charity  of  Congress.  But  if  it  be 
to— that  the  late  printers,  at  rates  15  per  cent,  be- 
low the  rates  of  1819,  made  a  fortune  out  of  their 
coDtrtct;  and  that  the  present  printers  of  the  Hpuse 
of  Representatives  had,  previously,  for  a  period  at 
kist  fife  limes  ss  long,  enjoyed  the  priming  con- 
tracts at  the  rates  of  1819,  and  .therefore  should 
have  made  a  forinne  as  moch  larger  than  that  of 
the  late  printers  as  their  time  was  longer,  and  their 
prices  were  higher; — on  what  principle  of  common 
tense,  or  reasonable  pretence,  did  they  now  come 
forward  asking  Congress  for  this  charityl 

He  was  told,  indeed,  that  the  argument  out  of 
doors  was,  that  their  contract  with  the  present 
OongresBwas  a  losing  contract— that  the  prices 
did  not  afford  them  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
work  they  did.  Well,  if  that  really  was  so,  the 
jobs  must  have  been  vastly  more  extensive,  which 
the  Uie  printers  had  to  do,  if  they  enabled  them 
in  two  or  three  sessions  to  make  ample  fortunes 
with  barely  5  per  cent,  more  than  the  rates  con- 
tracted for  by  the  present  printers.  But  here 
ig«in  cornea  another  question  of  fact:  were  the 
printing  jobs  executed  by  the  printers  of  the  late 
Congress  mdly  more  extensive,  or  of  greater 
aagaitade^  thm&  those  execoied  by  the  printen  of 
the  present  Congress?  And  be  met  this  question 
at  oace,  by  an  unqualified  assertion  that  they  were 
not.  He  had  the  fact  from  an  intelligent  member 
of  the  other  House— «n  observant  man,  on  whose 
iadgment;the  fullest  reliance  might  be  placed— that 
not  only  the  ordmary  printing  for  this  Congress 


was  as  extensive  as  that  of  any  Congress  for  the 
last  twenty  year*;  but  that  the  extra  nnmbers  of 
copies  ordered  of  documents  deemed  important, 
were  more  frequent  and  greater  than  the 
average  of  the  whole  twenty  years.  So  mncb, 
then,  for  the  jastice,  equity,  imd  reasonableness  of 
this  claim  of  20  per  cent,  additional  on  the  prices 
of  printing  contracted  for  by  the  printers  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  this  Congress. 

Now,  he  was  very  willing  to  admit  that  the  print- 
er of  the  Senate  was  not  to  be  considered  as  stand- 
ing on  the  same  ground.  The  rules  and  practice 
of  ihe  two  Houses  have  not  been  at  nil  in  compa^ 
ison.  He  was  ready  to  say,  in  all  candor,  that  not 
only  had  the  ordinary  printing  of  the  Senate  been 
considerably  curtailed,  but  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  reference  of  matters  heretofore  considered  sub- 
jects for  printing  to  a  Committee  on  Printing,  the 
number  of  extra  copies  of  general  documents  was 
not  as  great  as  the  printer  might  have  expected. 
But  he  believed  the  usual  practice  was  still  pursued 
in  regard  to  ordering  the  standard  extra  copies  of 
particular  documents — such  as  the  President's  mes- 
sage and  accompanying  docnments,  &c ;  from 
which  the  main  profits  of  the  printer  were  derived. 

He  would  not,  however,  take  up  the  time  of  tbe 
Senate,  farther  than  to  say,  that  it  certainly  was 
not  unreasonable  of  those  who  were  unable  to  per- 
ceive any  just  ground  for  this  claim,  to  ask  to  re- 
cord their  names  against  a  piroposition  to  bestow  a 
gilt  tmon  printers  who  have  had  such  opportuni- 
ties of  making  their  fortunes,  merely  became  they 
were  either  neglectful  of  advantages  in  their  own 
hands,  or  improvident  in  reaping  the  benefits  they 
were  afforded. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  of  the  Chair  who 
were  the  Committee  of  Conference? 

The  CHAIR  replied:  On  the  part  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  FtLtMoas,  Botts,  and  G.  Divrs.  On  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Syahs,  Tillmadob, 
and  Ssma. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  rose  and  remarked  that 
his  purpose  was  merely  to  observe  that  it  appeared 
lo  bim  the  Senate  now  proposed  to  vote  away  voU 
untarily,  as  a  gift,  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars 
out  cf  borrowed  money.  It  eould  not  even  be  said 
that  a  claim  had  been  set  up  by  anybody  for  this 
gift  There  was  no  naemorial;  no  petition;  no  case 
provedi  no  evidence  to  show  that  tbe  printers  had 
suffered  loss  by  their  contract.  There  was  nothing 
but  a  vague  and  general  supposition  of  gentlemen, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  details  of  the  printiog 
business — resting,  merely,  on  the  assertions  of 
the  individuals  who  were  to  be  the  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  gift  If  there  had  been  a  pe- 
tition or  a  memorial  setting  up  a  claim,  it 
could  have  been  referred  to  a  committee;  and 
some  investigation  might  have  been  made.  There 
might  have  been  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  and  if  a  bill  was  presented,  it  would  hate  had 
to  ge  Uirough  the  ordinary  stages  of  legislation, 
giving  a  full  opportunity  for  sifting  its  merits;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  jastice  being  done  to 
both  the  claimant  and  the  public.  But,  instead  of 
that,  as  presumptive  evidence  that  the  proposition 
could  not  stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  suddenly,  on  the 
last  night  of  tbe  sessioo,  it  is  introduced  as  a  rider 
on  an  appropriation  bill,  which  it  is  well  known 
must  be  passed;  and*  without  time  for  deliberation, 
inquiry,  or  reflection,  a  large  sum  is  voted  away, 
without  being  subjected  to  practical  legislation  at 
all.  It  was,  to  say  tbe  least  of  it,  exceedingly  ir- 
regular. If  tbe  party  had  suffered  any  grievance 
by  transactions  with  Congress,  why  not  take  the 
course  required  of  every  other  dtiaen,  and  apply 
in  due  form,  at  a  seasonable  period  of  the  session, 
by  petition  and  memorial.  If  tbe  claim  was  sound 
and  good,  it  would  be  sure  to  meet  with  a  fair  re- 
port from  the  proper  standing  committee.  But  here 
nothing  of  the  kind  wasdone,evidently  because  there 
was  neither  just  ground  of  complaint  nor  jreason- 
able  claim.  Without  that  testimony  of  claim  requir- 
ed from  every  other  citizen,  by  anaererider  on  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill,  a  large  gift  is  made  to  an 
individual,  (for  it  is  not  shown  that  it  is  anything 
else  than  a  gift;)  and  that,  too,  under  ctaimstances 
so- suspicious  and  indefensible,  that  it  cannot  fail 
to  meet  public  condemnation.  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side,  under  all  the  eireumstances,  ought, 


for  their  own  sakes,  to  recede  at  once  from  dieir 
amendment.  It  is  a  glaring  act  of  abuse  of  the 
legislative  powers,  of  injustice  to  the  public,  and 
of  inexcusable  burden  on  the  treasury.  It  could 
not  be  defended  on  the  ground  that  riders  were 
quite  common  on  appropriation  bills;  for  never  till 
now  did  he  recollect  of  any  rider  being  put  upon 
an  appropriation  bill,  unless  it  was  tbe  substance  of 
a  matured,  specific  bill,  thoroughly  investigated 
and  previously  di^ussed,  or  recommended  by  a  re- 
port of  some  committee.  Nothing  of  this  kind  bad 
been  done  in  regard  to  this  proposition.  It  was  a 
matter  of  mere  gratuity,  kept  out  of  sight  till  the 
last  ihoment,  and  then  suddenly  pressed  forward  in 
a  manner  that  defied  either  investigation,  delibera- 
tion, or  opposition.  No  possible  injustice  can  be 
done  to  the  party J^jr  letting  the  matter  lie  over,  to 
undergo  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation  hereaf- 
ter. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  ordinary  legislative  business  yet  to 
be  disposed  of,  for  tbe  despatch  of  which  but  a  few 
hours  of  the  sassion  jet  remained.  He  did  not 
even  allude  to  the  large  quantity  of  executive  basi- 
net to  be  disposed  of,  but  to  the  most  important 
biHs  of  the  session,  awaiting  die  sction  of  the  Sen- 
ate. It  was  plain,  then,  that  the  vnte  should  be 
taken  without  further  debate.  He  should  vote  with 
his  friends  on  this  occasion  now,  as  he  had  done 
from  the  beginning,  in  relatkm  to  this  propcekion. 
But  he  prayed  that  the  vote  should  now  bie  tnlmi. 

The  questmn  was  on  concurring  with  the  repoit 
of  tbe  Committee  of  Conference. 

Tbe  report  was  read.    It  recommends: 

1st.  That  tbe  House  recede  fh>m  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  inereasing 
the  pay  of  the  printers  to  the  present  Congrens  tn 
the  rates  allowed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

21  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment, 
increasing  the  pay  of  T.  Allen,  and  of  Bfair  db 
Rives,  for  printing  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
Census  But  the  committee  also  recommends  thn 
adoption  of  a  clauie,  providing  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  bill  shall  operate  as  a  bar  to  the 
claims  of  Allen  and  Blair  db  Rives,  hereafter,  for 
the  full  amount  of  compensation  for  executing  the- 
printing  of  the  Compendium. 

3d.  That  tbe  House  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  Senate^  amendment,  by  which  the  appro- 
priation for  tbe  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Soli* 
dior  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  retained. 

4th.  That  the  House  and  Senate  recede  from  the 
several  amounts  named  by  them  as  the  salaries  of 
travelling  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Departaaent; 
and  that  the  sum  of  f  1,250  be  fixed  as  the  annual 
pay  of  those  officers. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  demanded. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  examined  with  much 
anxiety  the  subject  of  the  diviston  of  a  question  on 
the  report  of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion,  on  the  reasonableless  of  the 
case,  that  it  would  be  exceediiigly  embarrassing  to 
admit  of  any  such  division.  He  hoped,  therefo]re» 
it  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  Senate  that 
he  should  decide  that  the  question  did  not  admit  of 
a  division. 

The  call  for  the  division  of  the  question  was  not 
urged;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called 
for,  and  ordered,  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
curring with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  27» 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

YEAS—MeMn.  Archer,  Barrow,  BttM,  Bayard,  BerricD, 
Choeie,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafte,  Criuaoden,  Daytoo,  Evani^ 
Graham,  Hendeison,  Kerr,  Mangom,  Merrick.  Miller,  More- 
head,  Phclpa,  Porter,  Rivet,  Simmona,  Smith  or  Indiana,  Tall- 
madge.  While,  and  Woodbridge-27. 

NAYS— Mefwn.  Alien,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bocbanan,  Catbonn, 
CuthtMit,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRobertc,  Sturgeon,  Tapptn, 
Wallter,  Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodbury,  and  Wrighl— 17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  the  Senate  re- 
snmed  the  consideration,  as  in  committee  of  tbe 
whole,  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Weaver 
and  Jacob  Heyberger,  sureties  of  the  Norristown 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  PORTER  withdrew  the  amendment  he  pro* 
posed,  to  add,  as  an  additional  section  to  ibis  bilL 
tbe  bill  permitting  railroad  iron  le  be  imported 
free  of  duty. 
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The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 

passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  wasgranted 
to  wiihdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Sarah  Barker. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  grantrd 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Richard  Harris  and  Nimrod  Farrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  William  Jone?. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  Mr.  McMuririe 
from  the  files. 

On  motion,  the  Senate,  abont  10  o^cloek,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  execotive  basiness; 
and  whatever  of  legislativor  business  the  Senate 
transacted  after  that  honr,  the  reporters  bad  no 
means  of  ascertaining,  not  having  had  access  to  the 
gallery.  They  remained  in  and  abont  the  ve^ti- 
bnle  and  retondo  till  half-past  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  at 
which  honr  the  doors  of  the  Senate  were  thrown 
open;  bni  that  body  bad  then  closed  its  labors. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaiDAT,  March  3. 

•    The  reading  of  the  jonrnal  of  yesterday  was  in 
pvt  diapented  with. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Byron 
W.  Dftriing,  and  144  other  citizens  of  Bloe  Hill, 
iteiae,  praying  Congress  for  an  additional  duty  on 
sawed  himber,  spars,  piles,  wood,  bark,  &c.,  from 
the  British  provinces;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committae  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motions  several  If  made  by  Messrs.  CARU- 
THBRSand  BIRDSEYE,  the  16th  and  17ih  joint 
rules  were  suspended,  so  as  to  admit  certain  pri- 
vate biUs  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  and  the  Presi- 
dent. 

COTTON  RIGGING. 

Mr.  PICKENS  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  report  to  the  next 
ail  the  evidence  anrt  facte  thai  can  be  obtained  in  re- 


lation to  the  fitneeaand  use  of  cotton  as  an  article  for  sails  and 
roping  in  the  navy,  and  sliippin?  of  the  country;  and,  also, 
that  die  Secretary  of  War  report  to  the  next  Cougreae  on  the 
fiUMMOf  the  same  article  for  (enta,  Ac. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  as  an  amendment 

the  following: 

Jtetotoed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  Inform  this  House 
what  has  caueed  the  delay  in  making  the  annual  statement,  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  of  the  Fiouse  of  August  24,  1S42, 
allowing  ilie  **amouni  of  expen<1iture  of  each  verael  for  the  pre- 
ceding year,  including  all  expenses  in  repair  thereof,  and  for 
the  armament  and  equipment  thereof,  and  all  expenses  in  Ireep- 
ingber  afloat,  if  afloat;  or  in  dock,  if  lying  up;  a!so,  the  num- 
ber of  days  during  the  year  that  each  ^hip  was  actually  at  sea; 
and  that  a  similar  report  of  each  ship  hereafter  built  or  pur- 
chaaed  be  made,  so  as  to  exhibit  an  annual  and  acrgregate  ac- 
coimt  ot  the  costs  and  expenses  of  each  ship,  anil  the  service 
rendered  by  it  to  the  country;  and,  also,  specilyin^  the  amount 
of  OMtarials,  as  well  as  ihe  amount  fur  labor  in  the  building  or 
repairing  each  ahip;"  which  said  annual  statement  is  to  be 
made  the  'flrA  week  in  January  in  each  year,  or  as  early 
#    thereafter  as  practicable." 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the* amendment,  and  it 
was  not  received. 

The  resomtion  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Ezpendiinres,  made  a  report.  Mr.  L.  offered 
a  resolution  calling  for  information  as  to  the  nam- 
ber  of  defaulters  since  March,  1841;  tut  objection 
was  made. 

Mr.  STANLY  wished  the  Hon^e  to  take  np  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Thompson, 
widow  o(  the  late  Colonel  Thompson. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  made  a  speech  in  behalf  of 
Nancjr  Poleriski. 

The  bill  for  her  relief  was  taken  up,  and  passed; 
and  the  rules  suspended,  so  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
sent  to  ihe  President. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  above 
mentioned,  (for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Thompson.) 

The  bill  was  taken  op,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  made  a  report,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  embodying  a 
plan  for  the  classification  of  the  officers  and  clerks 
of  the  Government:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PRINTING  CHARTS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offered  a  resolution, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  furnish  fifty 
copies  of  all  maps  and  charts  furnished  by  the 
Topographical  Borean,  to  that  bureau;  and  alao 


copies  (f  ail  scienii^c  documents  printed  by  order 
of  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  I.  stated  that  these  officers  were  in  the  habit 
of  preparing  map*?  and  charts  fi>r  Congress,  which 
were  printed,  and  they  received  no  copies  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  offered  an  amendment,  author- 
izing the  printing  of  the  charts  accompanjing  the 
report  from  the  War  Department  in  relation  to 
lake  harbors — provided  the  co5;t  of  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  the  cost  of  the  paper  and  press  work 
used. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  adopted. 

COMMERCIAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATIS- 
TICS. 
Mr.  SHIELDS  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvedy  That  the  Secreuiry  of  Slate  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
required  to  procure,  through  the  consular  and  diplomatic  agents 
of  this  Government  abroad,  and  such  other  means  as  to  him 
may  aeem  most  suitable,  full  and  accurate  information  as  to  the 
wholesale  and  retail  prices  in  foreign  markets,  during  the  year 
commencing  on  the  Ist  day  of  December  last,  of  all  commodi. 
ties  upon  which  duties  are  levied  under  existing  laws,  aa  well 
as  of  sach  as  aie  imported  free  of  duty— witii  the  rates  ol  in* 
surance,  freight,  ana  commissions,  usually  chaiged  at  the 
places  of  export  upon  said  commodities,  when  imported  into 
this  conatry;  the  modes  and  terms  of  sale  customary  there; 
the  average  rates  of  exchange  during  each  month  in  said  year; 
and  the  true  par  of  exchange  between  this  and  each  foreign 
country:  also,  as  to  the  duties  of  export  and  import;  and,  aa 
far  as  practicable,  the  various  iniemal  taxea  levied  upon  such 
commodities,  either  in  a  crude,  partially  manufactured,  »or 
wholly  complete  state:  together  with  the  rateaof  waMf  in  the 
▼arlous  branches  and  occupations  of  lat>or  and  of  personal 
aervice  in  the  business  of  commerce  and  trade.  And  it  ahall 
be  his  duly,  also,  to  procure,  from  said  consuls  and  diplomatic 
agents,  full  and  regular  files  of  price-current  sheets,  for  nid 
year,  at  each  of  the  most  important  foreign  markets;  and  such 
other  document*!  and  publications  as  may  exhibit  truly  the  in* 
formation  called  for  in  this  resolution— which  shall  be  trans- 
milted  to  this  House  at  the  nextse^siun  of  Congress;  and  from 
which,  together  with  the  re  porta  received  from  said  agents,  and 
such  other  information  as  may  be  obtained,  he  shall  compile, 
and  have  printed,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  a  document,  em- 
bodying all  the  information  CAlle«l  for,  arranged  in  such  manner 
as  to  be  most  convenient  for  reference  and  comparitton— exer- 
cising special  care,  in  all  instances,  to  give  said  information  in 
Federal  currency,  weights,  and  measures. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment: 

Retoltedt  That  the  Clerk  cause  to  be  prepared  a  general 
ataiiitiical  statement  of  the  fundii^g  system  of  ihe  United  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  by  Jonathan  Elliot,  (o  be  accompanied  by 
such  tabular  facts  of  other  nations,  touching  the  same  subject, 
as  may  tend  lo  more  fully  illustrate  said  statement. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  wished  to  know  how 
much  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  this  lailer 
scheme  won  Id  cost. 

No  answer  was  heard 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  a  series  of  executive 
communications;  which  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  POPBt  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Greorge  Harrison  was  taken  np  and  passed. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  up  the  bills  reported 
from  (he  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and,  after  some  opposition,  the  following  were 
passed; 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
lunatic  asylum  in  Washington  City* 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
Potomac  bridge. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  lunatics  now  in  the  Baltimore  Asylum, 
until  the  asylum  in  this  city  shall  be  completed. 

The  bill  ineorporating  the  orphan  asylnm  and 
female  free  school  in  Alexandria. 

POST  ROUTES. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  parl;^  of  the  act  of  31 U 
August,  1842,  establishing  certain  post  routes; 
which  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  a  rccommenda* 
tion  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  a  sn.tpension  of  the 
rules;  but  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  obtained  a  decision,  and  was 
satisfied. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BROWN  endeavored  to  persuade 


the  House  to  take  up  and  pass  tha  bill  for  the  n* 
lief  of  Walker,  Caruthers,  db  Co. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  aa. 
nonncing  the  suspension  by  that  body  of  the  l7it 
jomt  rule,  which  prohibits  bills  which  pass  to-daj 
from  being  sent  to  the  President. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  suspending  this  nk 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GWIN  still  insisting  on  his  motion  to  fD 
into  copimittee,  it  was  put  and  lost. 

RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  waa  taken 
up;  the  question  being  on  the  disagrecmeBtafihe 
Senate  to  the  amendments  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  mtved  that  the  House  inaist  oa  in 
amendments;  and 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  qsestioi, 
the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AsBoav  DiCKUfs,  esq.,  their  Secretary,  retumiag 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  wij 
certain  amendment';  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  same  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  a  resolution,  provv 
ding  that  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  flThole  on 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  shall 
cease  in  one  honr  after  the  bill  shall  be  taken  up 
in  committee;  and  that  the  committee  shall  thea 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senatt 
thereto,  together  with  such  amendments  as  may  be 
made  to  the  same.  After  which,  the  bill  and 
amendments  shall  be  reported  to  the  House. 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  ef  ibe 
Committee  of  Conference  appointed  to  confer  oa 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Honses  on  te 
amendments  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  managers  tm  the  part  of  the  Honee  of  RepreeeotatieM, 
on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Mi  nmcri 
mem  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill  No.  669,  renon  that  ibej  han 
conferred  with  the  managers  on  the  pan  of  the  Senate,  and  re^ 
ommend  to  the  House  of  Representatives  to  aclopt,  as  a  at^Mh 
tute  for  the  said  amendment  of  the  Senate,  Uie  foUowmg  pronr 
ion,  to  wit: 

*'And  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directed  to  caoR 
an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  ezpedieocy,  pracUcabfli^, 
and  probable  expense  of  conscructiog  a  dry-dock  io  the  hartisr 
or  New  York,  upon  the  plan  of  asing,  as  an  elevating  powar, 
the  water  of  the  Croton  aquednct,  and  of  eufiicteat  capacitj  te 
rebuild  or  repair  a  74-gun  ship;  and  to  cause  an  examioatiaa  of 
any  other  plan  or  plans  of  a  dry-dock  or  floating  dock  io  nid 
harbor,  deemed  worthy  by  the  Secretary  to  be  reported  upoo; 
and  to  report  the  result  of  such  examination,  with  bis  opiaien 
ttiereoR,  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And  ali  further  ex- 
penditures, under  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  ikc 
dry -dock  in  said  harbor,  wall  l>e  suspended  unti(ifa«  Ist  dsrof 
January  next.  And  theei<ro  of  one  hundred  thousand  dolMn 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  tliecofMCro&' 
lionofa  floating  dry-dock  at  Pensacola,  of  capacity  aalRci«K 
for  the  repair  of  frigates  of  the  smaller  class,  and  nponsoch 
plan  as  the  Secretary  ol  the  Navy  aball  approve." 

Mr.  Wise  having  moved  the  previous  qnestion 
on  adopting  the  report, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  raised  the  question  of  order, 
that  the  report  mnst  be  considered  in  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  ground  that  it  involved  new 
appropriations. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  any  new  appropriatioa 
was  involved  in  the  report;  and,  after  a  brief  con- 
versation between  Messrs.  WISE  and  CALHOUN, 

The  SPEAKER  overrated  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  a  divisSon  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  it,  first,  on  that  part  of  the 
report  relating  to  the  Brooklyn  dry-dock;  and,  sec- 
ond, on  the  remairder  of  the  report. 

Mr.  WISE  contended  that  the  report  was  tot 
snscpptible  of  a  division;  that,  although  it  embiaeed 
two  propositions,  yet,  being  the  result  of  a  eon- 
mittee  of  conference,  in  which  one  of  the  propor- 
tions would  not  have  been  atseepted  withont  the 
other,  the  report  itself  was  a  whole,  and  could  sot 
be  divided. 

The  SPEAKER  having  decided  tfaftt  the  report 
was  susceptible  of  division, 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
having  been  ordered,  the  qoeation  waa  taken,  irst, 
(under  the  operation  of  the  previoua  qncstioa,) 
on  the  first  braneh  of  the  report,  relative  to  tbo 
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Broolilyii  dry-doclr,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe 
—yeas  149,  nays  20. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  sfcond 
braDch  of  the  report,  and  also  decided  in  the  affirm- 
atiTe— jeas  100,  nay:i  23. 

GBNBRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL.    . 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORB,  the  House  re- 
aolred  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
McKuniAv  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  «p  the  amendments  of  ibe  Senate  to  the  ciTil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 
The  amendments  having  been  read- 
Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  would  make  an 
ezphmatlon  of  the  several   amendments,  before 
passing  on  them  in  committee. 

The  first  amendment  related  to  the  printiag  of 
Congress;  simply  declaring,  by  law,  tnat  resold- 
tiofis  of  the  two  Houses  separately  shall  not  cpn* 
trol  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  for  this  object; 
and  the  effect  of  it  is  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  print-- 
lag  of  the  Hoose  np  to  what  they  were  under  the 
law  of  1819. 

The  neit  amendment  related  to  the  appropria- 
tion made  in  the  House  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  printing  what  was  called  the  Compendium  of 
the  Sixth  Census.  This  House  made  an  appro- 
priation covering  the  actual  outlay  of  ihe  persons 
who  did  the  work;  and  the  Senate  had  increased 
that  appropriation,  providing  that  the  accounts 
shall  be  settled  and  paid  for  at  the  rates  paid  by 
the  House  for  its  printing.  He  confessed  it  seemed 
to  him  to  be  but  reasonable  that  these  persons 
should  be  paid  as  well  for  their  labor,  with  some 
jewoaable  profit,  as  for  their  actual  outlay. 

He  proceeded  to  notice  the  other  amendments  of 
the  Senate  in  succession,  with  brief  explanatory  re- 
marks, which  were  not  heard  with  distinctness  at 
the  reporters'  desk. 

Mr.  PICKBNS  addressed  the  committee  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment  by  which  the  pay  of 
flie  printers  to  this  House  was  to  be  increased,  and 
skow«l  timt  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  printing 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  at  the  commence- 
■eat  of  the  session  was  reasonable  and  just,  as  the 
printing  could  now  be  done  with  greater  cheap- 
ness than  formerly.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
well^onsidered  retrenchment  which  the  House 
had  effected  would  not  thus  be  defeated  by  an  item 
IB  the  civil  and  diplosMitic  appropriation  bill,  at 
this  last  hour  of  the  session.  He  also  made  some 
observations  expressive  of  his  views  on  other 
aoMBdments  in  the  bill,  particularly  advocating 
a  concurrence  in  those  which  proposed  to  remove 
the  statue  of  Washington  to  a  pUce  in  which  it 
would  do  credit  to  the  artist  and  to  the  country,  and 
10  pay  just  extra  compensation  to  the  gallant  offi* 
eers  o(  the  exploring  expedition*  by  whom  valua- 
ble public  servicf  s  were  rendered  to  the  country. 

Bfr.  Q.  DAVIS  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  he 
wu  stopped  by 

The  CHAIRMAN,  who  said  there  were  gentle- 
men standing  near  the  speaker,  [Mr.  Davis,]  in 
Ike  aisle*  who  rniut  take  their  seats. 

(Mr.  PaoFPiT  of  Indiana  was  the  gentleman 

Eiticularly  alluded  to.  He  was  employed,  with 
r.  WisB  and  others,  at  the  desk  of  Mr.  Fillmorb, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(who  had  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  in  charge,) 
In  an  examination  of  the  amendments  which  the 
committee  had  to  act  upon;  the  manuscript  copy  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  Fillmobs  being  the  only  one  to 
which  the  members  had  access.] 

Mr.  PROFFIT  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
Ihe  peremptory  and  unusaal  manner  in  which  the 
Chairman  had  commanded  him  to  take  his  seat. 
He  said  that  was  the  only  place  where  he  could  see 
the  amendments  made  to  the  bill;  and  be  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  examine  those  amendments  upon 
which  he  should  be  called  to  gif  e  his  vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (peremptorily:)  The  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  mwi  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  stood  for  a  moment,  evidently  in 
gnat  asionlsfament,  and  then  said,  firmly:  Sir,  I 
will  not  take  my  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana is  ordered  to  take  his  seat. 

A  great  senMition  was  instantaneously  created, 
and  much  confusion  ensued.  Some  half  a  doxen 
gentleman  sprang  to  thejloor,  and  each  addressed 


the  Chair;  the  Chairman  peremptorily  ordering  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  his  seat  at  the  same 
time.  Some  observations  were  made  on  the  hyper- 
criticism  of  the  Chairman,  who  had  corrected  •  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Piouuis,] 
who,  in  the  hurry  of  debate,  addr^ed  the  Chair- 
man as  "Mr.  Speaker,"  instead  of  *'Mr.  Chair- 
man,**  and  on  the  unusual  strictness  of  discipline 
which  he  was  so  peremptorily  enforcing;  and  others 
called  upon  the  committee  to  rise,  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  might  be  re- 
ported to  the  Houi^e.  Of  the  latter,  there  were  Mr. 
G.  DAVIS,  Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
and  some  others. 

Mr.  BOTTS  protested  against  the  condoct  of 
the  Chairman.  He  assert  positively  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  not  out  of  order;  and 
he  begged  the  Chairman  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  not  a  school-house. 
[Cries  of  "order,''  and  conAision.] 

Mr.  WISE  (who  was  also  at  Mr.  Fillmorb'^ 
desk)  ros^,  and,  with  great  blandness  of  manner, 
appealed  to  the  House  to  let  this  matter  drop.  He 
hoped,  on  this  last  day  of  the  session,  nothing  fe^ 
rions  would  grow  out  of  such  a  circumstance.  He 
would  be  responsible  for  his  friend  [Mr.  Pboppit] 
that  he  would  keep  order. 

Bir.  OLIVER,  during  these  proceedings,  had 
drawn  Mr.  Pnojpf  it  to  his  desk,  and  succeeded  in 
pouring  oil  on  the  troubled  waters;  and  the  affair 
was  allowed  to  terminate. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVI&  then  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss the  amendment  which  proposed  to  pay  Messrs. 
Blair  4b  Ri?es  and  Mr.  Allen  for  printing  the  Com- 
pendium of  the  Sixth  Census,  going  over  the  well- 
known  detailed  statement  of  that  business. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  made  some  explanatory  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  then  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentn.cky,  [Mr.  G.  Divis,]  and  advo- 
cated the  payment  to  Mr.  Allen  of  the  amount 
stated  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GORDON  opposed  the  item  proposing  an 
increase  of  pay  to  the  printers  to  this  Hotise;  and 
stated  that  the  present  printers  were  instrumental 
in  procuring  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  printing  to 
the  amount  of  five  per  cent,  below  that  at  which  it 
had  been  done  by  Messrs.  Blair  db  Rives;  and  that, 
at  that  price,  they  could  do  the  printing  at  a  living 
profit.  They  had  thus  driven  other  printers  from 
the  course  of  competition;  and  now,  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  they  were  to  have  the  original  prices 
restored,  by  which  at  least  |25,000  would  be  put 
into  their  pockets.  He  protested  against  such  a 
procedure. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  FILLMORE  and 
Mr.  MERIWETHER,  the  question  was  taken, 
by  tellers,  on  the  amendment  proposing  to  give  ad- 
ditional pay  to  the  printers,  and  the  committee  re- 
fused to  concur;  the  vote  beings-ayes  66,  noes  66. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  striking  out  |15,849  64,  as  the  amount 
to  be  paid  Thomas  Allen  for  printing  20,000  copies 
of  the  Census,  and  |8,924  83  to  be  paid  to  Blair 
A  Rives  for  printing  the  same  document;  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof,  a  clause  directing  a  sum  not 
-  exceeding  |43.579  66,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Al- 
len, and  not  exceeding  $24,050  to  be  paid  Blair  db 
Rives  for  printing  the  same  document — with  a  pro- 
viso that  neither  Thomas  Allen  nor  Blair  &  Rives 
shall  be  paid  at  a  greater  rate  than  that  paid  for 
the  public  printing  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress— the  charges  to  be  verified  by  practical  pfint- 
ers. 

After  a  verbal  amendment  by  Mr.  Fillmore — 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  abovefstated,  and  it  was  lost — ayes  50, 
neo^  not  counted. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate,  legalizing 
the  clerks  and  officers  employed  temporarily  at 
resent,  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment  ef  the  Senate,  reinstating 
the  appropriation  of  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder 
and  Solicitor  of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  had 
been  stricken  out  by  the  House,  was  agreed  to«- 
ayes  66,  noes  60. 

The  next  amendment,  making  an  appropriation 
of  |40,000  for  a  cnstom-bonse  at  Wilmington, 
I  North  Carolina,  was  taken  np. 


Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend  it,  by  adding 
thereto  a  clause  making  an  appropriation  of  f  60|- 
000  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  works  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors'  and  navigation  of 
rivers  heretofore  commenced,  and  for  which  no  ap- 
propriation has  been  made  this  lession. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  contended  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  it  was. 

Mr.  MBRIWETHBR  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  |40,000  for  a  custom- house 
at  Savannah.    Rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentlfman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Baanird]  was  also  rejected — ayes  54, 
noes  not  counted. 

Various  amendments  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  were  offered  and  rejected — by  Mr.  BOARD - 
MAN,  |10,000  for  a  new  lighthouse  at  New  Hft- 
ven;  by  Mr.  WASHINGTON,  $10,000  for  a  cue* 
tom-bouse  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina;  by  Mr. 
KING,  ISO  000  for  a  cnstpm-honse  at  Savannah, 
Georgia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  above  mentioned 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment,  making  an  appropriation 
for  three  months'  extra  allowance  to  the  officers  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  was  concurred  in — ayea 
84,  noes  not  counted. 

The  next  amendment,  appropriating  |I,5MK)  for 
preserving  the  botanical  specimens  brought  ^ome 
by  the  exploring  squadron;  and  |5,000  for  remov- 
ing the  statue  of  Washington,  and  erecting  a  tern* 
porary  covering  over  it,  in  the  front  grounds  of 
the  Capitol,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Greenough, 
was  concurred  in. 

Also,  the  amendment  appropriating  $1,000  for 
an  agent  to  superintend  tlie  transmission  of  the 
mail  from  Chagres,  across  the  isthmus,  to  Pa- 
nama. 

Also,  the  amendment  appropriating  #1,454  for 
pulling  down  the  old  furnaces,  and  erecting  new 
ones,  underneath  the  rctundo  of  the  Capitol,  ac- 
cording to  the  prof  osition  of  John  Skirving. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
obtain  an  appropriation  of  |4,000  for  completing 
the  ventilation  of  the  Capitol. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  travelling  agents  of  the  Poet 
Office  Department  from  $1,000  to  |l,500,  was  non- 
concurred  in. 

The  amendments  being  all  through, 

Mr.  FILLMORB  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  an  amendment  respecting  his  refusal, 
on  the  order  of  the  Chairman,  to  take  his  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN  proceeded  to  make  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  wished  to  know  whether  the 
amendment  he  had  intimated  would  be  in  order* 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  not. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  designed  to  appeal  to  the 
House  in  rrlation  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  treated. 

During  the  sitting  of  the  committee,  several  mes- 
sages were  received  from  the  Senate  and  the  Presi- 
dent; and  several  bills  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  aoDendments  were  committed. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  biH 
with  the  amendments. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previona 
question;  which  was  sustained. 

The  question  first  came  up  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  providing  that  neither 
of  the  two  Houses  shall,  by  resolution  of  its  own, 
fix  the  prices  of  the  public  printing — the  effect  of 
it  being  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  printing  of  the 
two  Houses  20  per  cent.,  or  what  they  were  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
quesiion  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^jeas  59,  nays  88,  ts  foUowi: 

YEAS—MeMfi.  Adami,  Laodftff  W.  Amhewt,  Barnvd, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boaidman.  Bord6D,  BoUa,  Bricga, 
Brockway,  TIkm.  J.  Campbell,  Childt,  John  C.  Clark,  Jai. 
Cooper,  CranstooiCraveni,  Cuthing,  Bvereii.  Fillmora.  Gatan, 
Granjger,  Hall,  Howard,  JoMpti  R.  iDgenotl,  Wm.  W.  Irwto, 
William  Coit  Johnson,  I(«ac  D.  Joneo,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Linn,  McKennan,  Mathiot,  Morgan,  Morrin.  Morrow, 
Pearce,  Pope,  Powell,  ProfBt,  Alexander  RandaU,Slade.  Alex* 
aoder  fi.  &  muait,  Taliaftrrot  Riohaid  W.  TfaomptoiHTUilOf  < 
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luu(.  1^l>mliD••n,  T)riEd«tt,  Thiinball,  Van  RcDmelaer,  Edward 
I>.  White,  JoaaphL.  Whita,  Thomas  W.  Wjlliamik  Chciatapber 
n.  Williami,  Joaeph  L.  WiJlIama,  Winthrop,  Wise,  and  Au 
gmtuB  Tonng— 69. 

NA¥8— Meaars.  Sherlock  J.  AfMlrewa  Arnold,  Arrin^n, 
Babcocl^  Baker,  BeeBoo.  Bowne,  Boyd.  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  ililton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  Pairi  k 
C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Camihers,  Casey, 
Ofaap^an,  CUnton,  Coles,  Cowen,  Garrett  Davia,  RichaM  u. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry.  Doia,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles 
A.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Harris,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Charles  J.  Inaersoll,  Cave  Johnson, 

SJ#hn  W.  Jonea,  Kefni,  Lewis,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham 
cClellan,  Robert  McClellao,  McKay,  John  Thomson  Masoo, 
attocka,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller.  Mitchell, Moore, 
Ollf er,  Osborne,  Owsley,  ParnMnter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Ramsey, 
Eajmri  Read,  Redlns,  Rencher,  ReyDoltl&  Riggs,  Rodney, 
Rogerajloosavelt,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Ruwolk  SeweH, 
nhaw.  Shields,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Straiten, 
Trottl,  Turney,  Watterson,  and  Yorke— 85. 

8b  the  amendttent  was  not  eoncarred  fa. 

The  aext  question  was  on  concurring  in  the 
siiendmcntB  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  printing 
Mie  CoBi^dinm  of  the  Sixths  Of  nsa^;  and,  the 
ptoviao  adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  har- 
iiig  been  adopted, 

Theqaestion  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
coMndment  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  55,  noes  94,  as  follows: 
TBAS —Messrs.  Adanns,   Allen,  Baker,  Barnard,   Banoo, 

S?fr^*; *'**'"•  ^"'•o*  BriWb  Brookway,  Jeremiah  Browa, 
Ciulds,  John  C.  Cluk,  James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cusbinc, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gilmer,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Inaersoil,  William  W.  Irwin,  John  P. 
5«nwdy,  Kinf,  Lionj  MeKennaD,  Morrow,  Oliver,  Osborne, 
Pearca,  Pope,  Powell,  Ridgway,  Salionsiall,  Blade,  Snyder, 
gtokeJy,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
rmtagbaMi,  Toland,  Torolinson,  Triplctt,  Trumbull,  Wan 
Ranssalasr,  Wallace,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  WU- 
JJjms,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Waiiams,  Winthrop, 

NAYS—Massn.  I^ndafT  W.  Andrews,  Atrtagtoa,  Atherton, 
Babcock,  Beeson,  Boardman,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Bros, 
aoa,  Avon  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke. 
BunSU,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  WIMIam  B.  Campbell,  Ca- 
ritihfln,  Caaay,  Chapman,  Clinton.  Coiea,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cowan,  Craveiia,  Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Debairy, 
Bolf,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Graham,  Granger 
Halsted,  Harris,  Haya,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
?**^**A  ,'^??***^  ^*^«  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim, 
V5*!l."'^^*°®'^  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
iS^.J^I^*^  Maaon,  Malhlo^  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Medill,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owsley,  Pa? 
manter.Paruidga.  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Benjamin  RandalL 
Alexander  Randall,  R^ner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rigss,  Rodney, 
Bofers,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell.  James  M.  Russell 
faweil,  8haw,  aepperd.  Shields,  William  Smith,  Sprige. 
Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stratton.  John  T.  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  TroiU. 
Tumey,  Van  Bureo,  Watterson,  Joseph  L.  While,  Yorke' 
and  AufTOiaa  Young— 94.  »         "  *»>  j 

Mr.  FILLMORE  here  moved  that  the  Honse 
take  a  recess  from  4  to  6  o'clock;  which  motion, 
by  general  consent,  was  agreed  to. 

The  qnestion  was  next  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  legalizing  the  employment  of  cer- 
tain elerks  in  the  State  Department;  and  it  was 
not  eoncnrred  in. 

The  qnestlon  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  defraying  the  expenses  of  distribu- 
ting the  remaioing  copies  of  the  printed  returns  of 
the  Sixth  Censns~S,500.  This  amendment  was 
eoncaned  in. 

The  qnettion  was  taken  on  concurring  in  ihe 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  restoring  the  appropria- 
tion for  Ihe  salaries  of  the  Solicitor  and  Recorder 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  had  been  struck 
out  by  the  House. 

Bir.  GILMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered:  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  62,  nays  79, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Mevra.  Adaraa,  Allen,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Board* 
man.  Bowne,  Cldlda,  Clinton,  Jamee  Cooper,  Cowen,  GarreU 
2*^*"'P^T***?'  E^ej^"*  Fillmore,  Gates,  Oranffer,  Holmea, 
Howard,  Charlet  J.  Inaerioll,  Joseph  R.  logereoli,  William 
Cost  Johnaon,  John  P*  Kennedy,  King,  Lmn,  Lowell,  McKen- 
nao,  awaaon  Blaaon,  Maltocka,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Oliver,  Pearws  Plumer,  Pope,  Randolph,  Rayner 
^S^^Jt^^^J^'  RusMll,  Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Slade,  Wm. 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplcit,  Trum. 
boIL  Van  Renwelaer^  Waiteraon,  Weeibrooir,  Edward  D. 
WhlU^  Joaeph  L.  While,  Thomaa  W.  Williama,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  WinthroA  Wue,  Yorke. 
and  John  Young— 62.  ^  ^      «^  *urne, 

NAY4— Meatrs.  Arrlngton,  Atherton,  Babcock,  Beeson, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Brings,  Brock  way,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Buikc,  Burnell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
wrtl,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chittenden, 
Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Richard  D.  Davis,  De- 
Wtry:  Doig,  John  C.  Edwards,  John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Poroance,  Gilmer,  Graham,  Halsted,  Harris,  Hastinas, 
Haya, Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Care  John- 
apOjJohn  W.  Jones,  Kelm,  Lewis,  Liulefield,  Abraham  Mc- 
CWten,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  John  Thomson 
■■•on,  Malhiot,  Medill,  Miiehell,  Owsley.  Parmenter  Payne, 
JUmsey.^Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Reed,  Red' 
Ijif,  Rencher,  Rtdg^ay,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell, 
pvmily  Stiaw,  Shields^  Snydar,  SMenrod,  Scratton,  AlexafMkr 
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H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stoart,  Troui,  Tumey,  and  Undnr* 
wood— 79. 

The  other  amendments  were  ail  concurred  in. 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  lake 
up  the  treasury  note  bill,  which  had  come  from  the 
Senate  with  an  additional  section  as  an  amendment. 

The  question  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  eiplained  the  object  of  the 
amendirent,  and  moved  the  previous  qaestion 
upon  it,  which  was  unstained  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

MILITARY   DIVISIONS  OP   THE  ONITED 

STATES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  a  H.  WlLUAMS,  Ifae 
House  re$o)Ted  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Oft  the  stale  of  the  IJmcm,  (Mr.  ArBBiroir  ia 
Ihe  chair,)  and  look  up  bill  No.  799,  being  a  bill 
to  divide  the  United  States  intd  two  military  dis^ 
triciB. 

Mr.  STANLY  addressed  the  committee  on  thia 
bill,  in  oppoaitiott  to  it. 

Mr.  G.  H.  WILLIAMS  repHed  to  the  gentle* 
man  from  Nor«h  Oarolnw,  who,  he  aaid,  hadari^ 
dentjy  not  examined  the  bill,  and  did  not  onder- 
stand  it. 

The  debate  was  eonttnoed  by  Mr.  JAMES 
COOPER,  who  moved  that  the  aornmiitee  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  \kt  House  took 
a  recess  for  two  hours—it  being  new  4  o'clock. 

■mnffo  sBstiOM. 

At  6  o'clock  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  [Mr.  ATHiaTON]  resumed  the  chair. 

MILITARY  DIVISIONS  OP  THE  U.  S. 

The  pending  question  was  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  hoped  th»t  tte  com- 
mittee  would  not  rise  without  reportinf  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  oiotioii  to 
rise.    The  Chair  reported  ayes  12,  noes  34. 

Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  that  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  quorum  present  be  reported  to  the  House, 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  for  a  counu 

Tellers  reported  ayes  8,  noes  69. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  upon  the  fact  being  re- 
ported to  the  Hon^e. 

After  ineffectual  attempts  on  the  part  of  several 
gentlemen  to  prevent  the  comautee  /rom  risings- 
Mr.  A.  insisting  on  his  demand — 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  quorum  must  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  committee  rose,  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  fact. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Honse,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  45, 
nays  79. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  resolution,  di- 
recting that  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into  two  mil- 
itary districts  shall  cease  in  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  House  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  biH  authorizing  a  re-issue  of  treasury  notes 
was  returned  from  the  Senate— that  body  adhering 
toils  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  (he  House  ad- 
hered to  its  disagreement;  and  a  comm'ttee  of  con- 
ference was  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  holding 
a  circuit  court  of  the  United  Siates  at  Williams- 
port,  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
read  a  third  time,  snd  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Ogle  Tayloe,  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an 
amendment,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table.  After  much  noise,  agreed  to— ayes  78, 
noes  47. 

The  Senates  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Skirving  was  concurred  in. 

Also,  the  Senate^  amendment  to  the  bill  grattt* 
ing  pensions  to  eeriain  widows  and  revolutionary 
aoltfiers. 

Also,  the  tmendnent  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 


for  the  prof^ctibn  of  eomaierce  on  the  weitefii 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Alsd,  the  ttoehdmenfa  to  the  biH  iii  r^litti  to 
pre-eUkptibn  rights.    [THle  libt  beitrd  J 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  df  RtfBcH 
B»  Lewis  was  read  three  times,  and  pvisse^. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Davftf  Welek 
nilled  at  first,  fov  want  of  iwi^-itinfo  to  aii^fefld  m 
rules. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  fbr  teffeh^  irlkkA 
were  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  su^j^dd  wa?  ofr* 
ried — ayes  9€,  ttt*e«  34. 

T^  hilt  was  then  )mssed. 

LADIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLftR,  it  ^k^  unani- 
mously resolved  that,  for  this  evening,  ladies  shoak} 
be  admitted  on  the  fioor  of  the  hall. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  general  consent,  laid  before 
the  House  several  Executive  communjcatione. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,JX  Tb^block, 
(ha  Hooae  rebolved  itsdf  amo  Comaaitlee-  af  Ihe 
Whole  on  the  state  ef  ihe  Unm^  aaA  »stfiiad  ito 
oonaideration  of  the  military  district  bill. 

After  much  confusioi^  and  sevesBl  mtieitipia^  m^ 
effectually  made,  to  lay  the  bill  aauto,  wiUrm  view 
to  take  up  other  business,  (i.  ce.  itie  fine  hiif,  dbd.) 
the  eommitiee  rote  and  reported  it  to  tlie  HoMe* 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  tha  |«evi6« 
qoeatten. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  m  tlM 

Mr.  YOAKE  aaked  tlw  yeaamnd  na^  wMk 
Were  oi^ied. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  hia  motioo. 

And  the  qutsiiQa  recurred  on  the  daautfed  lor  ifai 
previous  question;  which  was  aeaoad^. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  he  takn, 
(being  on  the  engrossment.) 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  asked  the  yeasand  ii#f%  whieh 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  ware  .yeaa  98^ 
nays  6S^,  aa  follows: 

TEAS— MdMm  Landafi*  W.  ABdmm  AfBoU^ 


Qrta  W.  CaldweU,  John  Cuapbell,  Thotn«»  J.  Oanti^ 
CaniiheiB,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  John  C.  Clark,  Gltoua. 
Cranston,  Croas,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberrr, 
John  a  Edwards,  Fenria,  Charlea  A.  ~*  ^ 


Iwards,  Fenria,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  -^ ,^  «_. 

bla.  Gentry,  GiUner,  Green,  Harris,  HaaUnga,  Han,  HM«p» 
Charles  J.  Ingcrsoll,  Cave  Johnson,  KeiiD,Xane,  Lewis.  tA- 
tlefield,    Lowell,    Abraham  McClellan,   Robert    IfeCldin, 


McKeoD,  MaUory.  Thomaa  F.  Marshall,  Jehn  TIioiiwob  !■■■■, 
Medill,  Miller,  Morgao,  Oliver,  Parmaatar,  Payo*.  Piokaaa 


Plumer,  Pope,  Ratidolph.  Rayner,  Redint  Reynokli.  SM 
Rodney,  Rogers,  Shepperd,  Spriag,  Steenrod,  Bcokety,  Stnun, 


Christopher  H.  Williama,  Joseph  L.  WilHama^  and  AngMi 


Yoqn|--98. 

NAYb— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Aodrewa,  Rakar 
Barnard,  Birdseye,  Briggs,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoun,  Chlkk, 
Chittenden,  Coles,  James  Cooper,  Cowea,  Omvaoa,  CMwlM 
Cushing,  Garrett  Davts,  Everett,  Gates,  Purtck  G  tede, 
Graliam,  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hopklna,  Bouck.  Howanl 
Hodson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  L%b, 
McKay,  McKennan,0aiiMon  Mason,  Matbtet,  Mattocln,  M as* 
well,  Meriwether,  Morria,  Osborne,  Psarca,  PowelL  Ramsay, 
Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Rencher,  Ridewaj. 
Roosevelt,  William  Raisell,  Jamea  If.  Rnasell,  tiahnostalL 
Sanford,  Sawell,  Shaw,  Slada,  WUIiam  Smith,  flDydar,  ftaily, 
Tomlinson,  Trotti,  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  L.  Wbiia,  Tbomm 
W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  John  Yoang— €9. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  a 
third  reading  at  this  time. 

And,  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  biU  wu 
parsed. 

Mr.  P.  Q.  QOODE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  made  a  report. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  sta- 
ting that  that  body  receded  from  its  third  amend- 
a^fnt  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  hut  in- 
sisted on  its  others. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BULL. 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  FILLMORB,  ttiia  Ml  wat 
Uken  np.  The  Honse,  on  his  motion,  persiMed 
in  its  d'sagreenrat  to  the  amendmentt  6f  the#Mh 
ate,  and  a  Comnuttee  of  Oooferesca  w«a  ordeied 
to  be  appointed. 

THE  SPEAKER'S  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  WELLER  of  Ohio,  on  leave  given,  bad 
presented  the  following  rcsolation: 

ResolvetLTUtLi  ihe  thanks  of  this  Hoiiae  be  oflerad  toths 
Hon.  John  Wmti,  for  Um  able,  impaitiii^  and  digaUM  man* 


ctmoKEseiovAh  Gi/mB. 


»07 


AAd  Mr.  CHAS.  9a0W;N,  Imviog  staled  ibat 
be  iMpq^d  the  y  t«s  and  o»f  9  wpq|{|  Dpi  be  taken 
pa  ibe  resoliitioai  bot  that  be,  for  ooe^  could  not 
ve4e for  it«. proceeded (amidsL  miipb  maaife«i  sea- 
sa^a  in  l^  ba)l)  to  make  some  rejaf  r)|{^. 

)4f  1jid  Dpt  iatead,  be  said,  to  make  a  ^ecb  oa 
^  resolotjoa,  tboogb  be  was  opposed  to  its  adop* 
ikpia.  tbe  vote  be  wav  i^boat  to  gUe  was  not  bis 
pwa.  Ue  W4s  bere  tbe  represeaiaiive  ot  some 
69,000  of  tbe  pepfleof  tbese  Uuiied  Staie^,  aad 
wbea  be  waa  a$ked  to  vote  thai  ibe  Speaker  of 
ibis  Qoase  bad  actad»  as  Speaker,  ia  aa  iqapkaitial 
maaaefi  be  coold  aoi  assent  to  iu 

Mc*  MoKBOflr  interposed,  and,  remarking  tbat 
k  wa»  raifatr  early  In  ibe  evening  loaoter  npon 
ihii  sabject,  appealed  t»tbe  geiitlemaa  topeilBic 
lliliimtjl^talie  •vw  mMik  tbey  eonld  dispose  of 
Hiabttsiacat  bekve  tbem, 

^Sr.  9B0WN  decKned  to  comply  witb  the  re« 
qaest,  and  proeetded.  Tbe  people  be  represented 
bere,  be  said,  bad  iirter^ts,  and  they  bad  a  riifbl 
te  nnai  way  or  other  to  have  tbemrepreeented  in 
this  Hoote.  In  tbe  formation  of  tbe  committees 
ol  tbia  Booee  at  tbe  last  sesiioo,  Mr.  B.  bad  been 
pinert  oft  a  oomsskwe  tbat  bad  no  lelation  to  any 
0t  tbotB  intereets  «f  bis  eoastitneata  ia  tbe  most 
itmoiffiMmiief.  He  bad  fefnaed  to  sexve  oa  tbat 
oamnitieri  attd  had  givxa  bis  reasona  iborefor  to 
Iba  HoMOL  That  eommittce  bad  bo  daliet  to  per* 
iaoi  ift  wbieh  bis  oonstitoeatB  bad  any  interest 
^itcter*  la  tbo  foimationof  tbe  oooraiitiees  of 
Ihii  Hoase,  agftin  bis  nante  did  not  appear. 
(▲  dimaftC  voke:  *<Ii  ongbt  not  to  af>pear."] 
Mi.  B.  pnt  it.  to  gentleown  tbat  bis  name  bad  as 
gsod  a  right  iheieas  tbe  genriU  man's  name,  air 
Iheafb  he  did  come  f^om  Kenineky.  Tbat  poiw 
tisa  of  the  people  of  Pbiladelpbia  wbieb  be  repre- 
scMlad  bad  aa  good  a  ngbt  as  tbe  people  of  Kea* 
lae^y  or  as  tbe  people  of  any  other  plaoe,  to  be 
hsatd,  aad  to  Jianw  tbeir  ialercsta  eon^alted  here; 
and  wbea  they  were  tosoMed,  or  at  least  negleoted, 
he  eoahl  not  stand  here  in  a  cr»ren  spirit  to  vote 
Ihat  tbe  Speaker  bad  discharged  bis  daiies  in  an 
isiparSal  maaotr.  F6r  the  Speaker^  in  all  the  pri* 
vaas  lehttioaa  of  hfe,  Mr .  B.  bad  tbe  highest  te- 
speet;  bnt  the  vote  he  was  abdat  to  gite  was  of 
SMie  pablie  ooaseqneaae  or  of  no  eonseqaeaee, 
aadbe  aonki  aotvoAefor  the  resobitiea;  and  he 
IMghtBiy  that,  ia  many  inetanoes,  the  Speaker  had 
nereeadaeted  himself,  as  Speaker  of  tbe  Hoaae,  ia 
■a.  impanial  numiiei;  bnt  he  left  the  House  10 
jadge  ioT  itm)t  For  ona,  aiandiag  here  as  a 
Bsyisientaiitiii  of  tbe  people,  and  feeling  tbat  tbe 
tpeakarhad  not  treated  them  and  their  represeatar 
live  ia  this  hall  with  Jnstiae,  Mr.  B.  deemed  it  his 
daly  to  prottoanea  ia  this  Hooae  tbat  the  Speaker 
bad  aot  dema  the  daties  of  Speaker  of  the  HOB10 


Mr.  B.  bad  beard  a  voice  say  tbat  he  (Mr.  B.) 
emhtastiohave  bees  plaaed  there. 

(kdistaat  vok^i  «*Yoadid;  I  repeat  it.  I  say 
tteamp  osra  aoftbority  and  respoDsibility.] 

Mr.  B'  cawiinDad.  When  be  had  catered  this 
haU  aaa  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the  people 
o£  tbsas  Daitad  Stales,  be  had  eenm  in  here  as  a 
Bspresentative  Keeond  to  none.  He  was  the  Rep* 
nssatathre  of  68,000  people;  tbay  had  thonght 
pmperto  send  him  here— *to  dignify  him  as  a  Rep- 
Nssaiaiave  of  the  American  people;  and  na  man  here^ 
M  matter  haw  obi  he  might  be,  or  bow  biith  oat  of 
tUe  Hoase,had  any  better  daiaw  to  be  heard  tbaa 
be  had.  They  were  all  equal  on  this  floor;  and, 
isc  one,  be  tmd  net  been  sent  here  to  play  second 
Mdle  la  aay  mtt;  nor  skMald  be  do  it.  He  woubl 
vets,  so  far  as  tbe  personal  relations  between  biaip 
ssl£  and  the  Speaker  were  eonceraed,  in  honor  of 
tbe  Speaker;  bnt  be  coold  not  say  that  be  bad  acted, 
with  refereace  la  bis  pablie  doties,  in  an  impartial 
maaner« 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  make  an  appeal  to  those 
gealWiuea  with  whom  it  had  been  his  pride  and 
Pisasnfe  to  ad  oa  all  great  public  qaestions.  He 
beped  they  woald  make  ao  opposition  10  the  prea- 
smresolatioa.  Mr.  P.  well  remembered  whea^on 
asintlar  oeeasioa,  a  similar  resolotkin  had  been 
imdend  to  a  Speaker  who  had  presided  with  die- 
afailiiflr  over  tbfi  fionasy  tbAt  it.  wgt  M- 
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sailed  with  bittemese-<>t  aUade  to  Mr.  Speaker 
Poll^.  I  tboegbt  iben  it  was^^akind  and  nndigni* 
fled*  aad  tbiak  jq  atiU.  It  was  aawortby  c^  the  oo« 
casion.  Aad  let  as  not  aow  imitate  aa  example 
est  Bf  by  onr  oppooents,  wbUi  it  does  not  beeoaw 
m  to  feUow.  Wb^ta  tbejr  acted  wroagi,  let  as  do 
right. «  Let  as,  on  this  oosasion,  in  oar  dosing 
scenes,  act  wiih  liberality  an4  generosity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  came  here  a  member  in  1834, 
S004I  after  1  was  of  an  a^e  to  be  eb^ible;  aad  1  can 
say,  wiibocit  arrogance,  tbat  there  has  been  00 
great  poblie  qnoation  that  has  adaen,  tiom  that 
lime  to  the  present,  in  wbieb  I  have  not  taken  an 
aoiive  and  decided  part;  and  oa  any  measare  ia* 
Yoliring  yimi  prineipte,  1  think  I  can  say  tbat  I 
woold  be  amongst  the  last  to  yield.  It  has  been 
my  babjt,  on  aU  sacb  measaree,  to  be  Arm  and  de- 
cided, and  even  sometimes  ultra.  Bnt,  while  it 
has  been  my  pri«le  to  take  the  highest  and  most  un« 
eompEomising  grounds  upon  qaes^ons  of  principle, 
ye^  in  everyiiing  involving  the  mere  courtesies 
of  life»  aitd  personal  liberality,  it  is  the  glory  of  my 
aainre  to  yield,  where  generosity  demands  it. 

I  look  upon  the  psesent  r^olation  as  involving 
no  pyineiple,  bui  as  an  act  ofnsaal  coobplinKut, 
ba^ilaally  paid  in  every  dviliaed  assembly  to  its 
presiding  officer;  and  I  trust  my  friends  will  net  do 
anything  to  mar  tbe  appropriate  harmony  of  the 
oc«i3ioa.  Let  as  remember  that  it  is  the  lot  of 
hamaoity  to  err,  and  that  it  is  tbe  glory  of  a  mag* 
aanimotts  aatnre  to  fbrgive  and  to  forget.  I  have 
been  engaged  in  the  fieroest  and  most  bitter  con- 
flicts tbaJt  have  occurred  upon  most  of  tbe  discos- 
aioos  q(  the  day;  and  yet  1  can  lay  my  band  upon 
my  heart,  and,  as  I  am  about  to  retire,  dedare, 
ia  the  utmost  siocerity,  that  1  have  at  this  moaient 
not  a  single  unkind  reeling  towards  aay  one  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  thrown  to- 
gether in  all  tbe  associations  of  this  Hoase. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  Congcess  has  done  enough  to 
engender  bitter  and  hostile  feeliags  amongst  mem- 
bers npon  this  floor;  and  it  has  also  done  enough 
to  sow  ihe  seeds  of  discord,  wide  and  deep,  throngb- 
out  tbe  Confederacy.  And  now  tbat  we  are  about 
to  close  our  labors,  let  us  not,  in  oor  expiring  mo- 
ments, show  that  (like  tbe  savage)  we  can  harbor 
veogeaace  and  malignity  even  in  ibe  dyiog  boor. 
Let  us  Aeize  epon  this  occasion  (which  ba^  always 
been  considered  fit  and  proper)  to  mingle  together 
in  harmony,  and  exhibit  all  tbe  nobler  attributes  of 
magnanimity  and  generosity. 

Sir,  we  are  about  to  part,  and  meny  of  us/oreter. 
In  God^  name,  let  us  part  in  peace;  and  may  every 
unkind  recollection  of  the  p»st  be  absorbed  in  one 
common  feeling — and  that,  a  burnings  deoBted  aitaeh* 
mint  le  our  common  eounir^^  her  hotwr^and  hsr  glory, 
I  am  ready  10  vote  with  cheerfulness  for  the  reso« 
Intioo* 

Mr.  WBLLER  said  he  bad  no  eipectation,  ia 
bringing  forward  ibis  rebolntion,  that  it  would  have 
provokad  a  discussion;  althongb,  if  be  had  refleetsd 
npoa  the  character  of  some  in  this  House,  he 
Biigbt  have  anticipated  that  it  woald  meet  with  op- 
poi-ition  from  certain  quartets. 

This  waa  an  aot  of  coartesy  (continued  Mr.  W.) 
wbieh  bad  always  been  extended  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  House  at  tbe  cloae  of  every  Congress. 
He  believed  there  was  not  a  single  insiance  ia  the 
history  of  this  Amerioan  Congress,  where  a  similar 
reeolntion  had  not  been  presented  and  passed  upon 
by  a  majority  of  this  House.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
undtriake  to  say  that  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House  had  always  acted,  as  presiding  officer,  ia 
conformity  with  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  views;  or  that,  in 
tbe  appointment  of  the  oommiuees  of  this  House, 
or  in  the  decisions  of  qoestions  of  order,  the  Speaker 
had  pursued  such  a  course,  and  given  such  decis- 
ions, as  be  thould  have  given;  bat  be  undiertook  to 
say  that  tbe  Speaker  had  discharged  his  duty  as 
faithfully  as  was  possible  for  a  man  operated  upon 
by  the  same  feelings  and  influences  that  operated 
upon  them  all.  They  were  all  fallible;  the  Speak* 
er  was  a  party  man,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  a  party 
man^an  ultra  party  man.  Mr.  W.  would  oppose 
the  Speaker  and  (he  majority  of  this  Houfe  apcn 
aay  of  tbe  questioas  involving  those  great  princi- 
ples on  whiob  be  stood  before  ihe  country,  as  warm- 
iy  and  ardently  aa  tbe  gentleman  from  Pensylva- 
nia  [Mr.  Baown]  wonldt  but  ha  wae  not  wiMiog  to 


oarry  bis  oppoaitioa  so  far  as  tbat  it  should  degaa* 
eraie  into  malignity.  He  was  not  willing  to  stand 
before  this  Honse^and  exhibit  a  pemonal  maUgnity* 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  an  opportunity  to  azplaio* 

The  SPEAKER  pro  im,  [Mr.  Baloos]  called  ite 
House  (which  was  at  this  moment  in  great  oonfua* 
sion)  to  order,  and  requested  gentlemen  to  romma 
their  seats  and  preserve  order.  It  was  impoanbla 
to  proceed  with  deoorumi,  tmless  this  was  done. 

Mr.  BROWN(Mr.WKLLBayiekling  the  floor) 
aaid  he  bad  expre^sly  stated  tbat  he  bad  not  aa 
unkind  feeling  towards  the  Speaker,  aad  he  bad 
said  60  in  truth;  and  ao  gentlejoaan  on  this  floor 
had  a  right  to  sap|»ose,  ox  to  say,  that  he  bad  9»y 
other  than  kind  feelings.  But  he  voted  for  hk 
constituents;  and  be  could  not,  in  justice  to  them* 
vote  that  tbe  condoci  of  tbe  Speaker  bad  been  im* 
partial,  when  be  believed  the  contrary. 

Mr.  WELLER  resumed.  He  had  onderaiood 
the  gemleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  say  tbat  ha 
bad  not  bad  tbat  place  upon  the  committees  of  this 
House  tbat  bis  merits  would  entitle  him  to.  Tba 
gentleman  bad  certainly  assigned  tbat  as  one  of  tba 
reasons  which  would  influence  bis  vote. 

Mr.  W.  bad  no  wish  to  probng  this  discussion. 
He  hoped— about  to  separate  as  they  were,  many  of 
them  never  to  m«et  again— that  they  would  sepv 
rate  with  tbe  kindest  feelings  towards  each  other. 
He  bad  tubmiued  tbia  resolution  upon  bis  owa 
responsibility— though  as  violently  opposed  to 
the  Speaker  of  this  House  upon  political  prindplen 
as  any  man  within  tbe  sound  of  his  voice— aa  an 
act  of  courtesy,  of  generosity,  of  magnanimity, 
which  no  Congress  had  ever  refused.  He  was 
williDg,  for  his  part,  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
tbat  act  here  and  before  the  country.  Let  gentle? 
men  who  desired  go  against  it;  he  should  record 
his  vote  upon  the  journal  in  favor  it. 

Mr.  BURKE  (across)  was  understood  to  say  he 
should  vite  against  it. 

Mr.  WELLER.  Tbe  gentleman  might  go 
against  it  if  he  chose.  Mr.  W.  did  not  pretend  to 
dictate  to  any  man  as  to  his  vote. 

It  was  for  this  House  (Mr.  W.  continued)  to  do* 
cide  whether,  in  this  case,  they  would  refuse  to  ex* 
tend  ibis  act  of  coartesy  to  the  Speaker  of  tbia 
House,  at  a  period  when  they  were  about  to  sep- 
arate,' never  again  to  meet  in  this  ball;  aad  no 
hoped  and  trusted  that  tbe  spirit  of  magnanimity 
and  generosity  which  should  characterize  every 
true  Democrat  would  be  found  to  actuate  every 
man  with  whom  be  associated  here. 

Mr.  GUSHING  obtained  tbe  door;  but  yielded 
it,  for  purpa<ies  of  explanation,  at  the  reqaest  of— 

Mr.  WISE,  who  aaid  be  had  not  one  word  ta 
aay — and  for  many  reasons — upon  the  resolndoa 
proposed  to  the  House  at  this  time;  and  he  certaiftp 
ly  should  not  have  taken  tbe  floor,  but  for  noma  r^ 
marks  which  bad  been  made  by  thegeatleman  froaa 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Piccsms,]  in  which,  although 
tbe  gentleman  had  disclaimed  intending  any  per- 
aonal  reproach  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  or  to  aay  other 
gentlemen,  yet  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  say)  ha 
had  seemed  to  disapprove  of  tbe  precedent.  Bat 
the  gentleman  had  undertaken  to  say  tbat  tbat  waa 
a  precedent  unworthy  of  example;  and  bad  under- 
taken to  say,  further,  tbat  it  had  sprung  from  a 
spirit  of  malignity. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  stated  tbat  he  had 
thought  at  tbat  time  that  it  waa  imkind  and  undig- 
nified. 

Mr.  WISE  was  understood  to  say  tbat  the  oppo- 
sition to  that  resolution  bad  not  sprung  from  him* 
Opposition  to  such  a  resolution  never  could  origin- 
ate with  him.  But  when  it  bad  been  presented  to 
him  at  that  time,  tbe  judgment  which  maay  formed 
was,  that  either  tbat  resolution  was  a  oomplimeat 
of  sobhtance,  or  of  mere  form.  If  it  was  a  compli- 
ment of  mere  form — '^ours  truly,*'  or  *'yoar  obi^ 
dlent  servant,*'  or  *'dear  sir,"  to  a  letter— why,  tbaa 
it  was  worse  than  a  poor  compliment:  it  waa 
■'damning  a  man  with  faint  praise."  But  if  it  was 
meant  to  be  a  serious  judgment,  (be  spoke  of  the 
past,)  if  it  was  intended  to  declare  as  truth  the  abil* 
ity,  impartiality,  aad  dignity  of  the  Speaker,  ihej 
were  bound  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  to  render  a  ver- 
dict; and  not  a  verdict  of  mere  form,  but  upon  their 
opinions,  tender  tbeir  oaths,  a  verdict  upon  the  ooa* 
I  duct,  upon  the  administration  of  tbe  S^ipakar,  of 
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trntli  or  of  aotraih,  of  justice  or  of  iDjosdee;  and  ii 
bad  BothiDg  to  do  with  the  question  of  ^oeroeitj. 
He  eared  not  bow  generous  a  man  might  be. 
Thooah  his  generosity  might  be  nnbonnded,  no 
Ban  had  a  right  to  vote  what  he  did  not  think  to 
be  tme.  No  man  had  a  right  to  render  a  jtidgmffnt 
for  mere  form,  which  judgment  he  did  not  realty 
entertain.  This  was  the  principle  which  had  gov- 
erned that  precedent;  and  it  iiad  been  regarded  as 
the  only  mode  either  of  rewarding  a  faithful,  im- 
partial, dignified  Speaker,  or  of  punishing  one  who 
poesesfed  not  those  qualities. 

In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbllbo,]  Mr.  Wisb  had  only  to  say 
that  It  would  be  the  meanest  malignity  for  any 
gentleman  to  refuse  a  vote  of  thanks  to  a  Speaker 
who,  all  believed,  had  tried  honesttly  and  conscien^ 
tiously  to  discharge  his  duties — to  justify  a  vote  of 
this  kind  merely  on  party  grounds.  He  could  not 
vote  either  upon  one  side  or  the  other,  although  he 
had  always  bef  n  a  party  man,  like  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  He  eonld  not  vote  as  a  partisan,  or  act 
as  a  partisan,  were  he  Speaker;  for  that  partisan 
spirit  which  actuated  them  in  the  heat  of  debate, 
and  in  their  usual  business  here,  ought  entirely  to 
be  exehtded  from  the  human  bosom  when  an  in- 
dividual took  that  chairi 

Mr.  W.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had 
merely  risen  to  vindicate  those  who,  on  a  former 
occasion,  bad  voted  against  a  similar  resolution, 
which  had  been  alluded  to. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER80LL  obserred  that  be  should 
bothave  said  one  word  but  for  what  had  fallen 
from  his  particular  friend    and  eollfague,  [Mr. 
Baoww,]  who    had  first  addressed    the  Hoo^e. 
Should  he  act  as  a  private  individual,  actuated 
only  by  feelings  and  griefs  of  a  personal  nature, 
be  might  perhaps  as  bitterly  and  as  heartily  vote 
against  this  resolution  of  thanks  as  any  other  mem- 
ber  of   the   House.    When   he  first  came  here, 
thirty  years  ago,  he  had  been  placed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  he  confessed  he  felt 
not  a  little  repugnance  to  find  himself  thrust  down 
by  the  present  Speaker  to  the  tail  of  that  commit- 
tee.    And  when  he  had    attempted  his  maiden 
•peeeh  on  the  fioor  of  the  present  Congress,  the 
House  would  recollect  how  repea'edly  and  in  how 
overbearing  a  manner  he  had  been  called  to  order 
by  the  Chair  for  irrelevancy;  so  often,  indeed,  that 
bad  he  not  been  rather  a  cool  old  gentleman,  he 
should  have  been  quite  overcome  by  it.    But  Mr. 
I.  entirely  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr.  BaowM] 
that  he  had  here  no  right  to  vote  as  an  individual: 
be  anted  here  as  the  representative  of  one  hundred 
thousand   men,   women,  and    children,   and  as 
a  member  of  the  great   American   family.    And 
as  to  the  charge  upon  the  Speaker  of  having  acted 
•8  a  party  man,  did  they  not  all  belong  to  political 
Mrties  of  some  description?    And  did  not  his  col- 
league know  that  he  was  in  a  minority  beret   And 
were  they  bound  to  eipeet  from  the  presiding  offi- 
eer-*firom  any  presiding  officer— under  such  oir- 
eamscanoes,  anything  different  from  what  they  had 
reoeivedl    Mr.  I.  had  been  in  that  hall  when  one 
of  the  most  brilliant,  powerful,  and  eloquent  men 
that  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  produced 
|>resided  in  that  chair;  and  he  had  witnessed,  at  that 
time,  as  at  all  other  times  had  happened,  both  be- 
fore and  since,  the  selection  of  committees  made 
in  part  on  political  and  party  grounds.    This  was 
to  be  looked  for;  and,  unless  the  Speaker  acted  on 
feelings  of  odious,  open,  and  despicable  paTtiality 
in  distributing  the  appointments  of  the  Hou^e,  the 
members  of  the  House  were  bound  to  vote  in  the 
belief  that  he  had  done  no  more  than  to  act  in  con- 
formity to  those  free  Democratic   principles   in 
which  they  all  lived,  moved,  and  had   their  polit- 
ical being  as  American  citizens.    Mr.  I.  was  free 
to  confess  that,  during  the  first  session  he  had  been 
here,  be  had  for  a  time  felt  sore,  and  felt  annoyed 
by  the  course  of  the  Chair  in  regard  to  him,  and 
eonsidered  himself  as  not  without  some  reason  to 
eomplain,  (though  he  never  complained  unless  the 
ease  was  very  hard  indeed,  for  it  never  did  any 
good,  or  procured  a  man  any  respect;)  but,  during 
the  last  two  sessions,  he  thought  the  course  of  the 
Speaker  had  well  entitled  him  to  a  vote  of  thanks 
like  that  now  proposed,  and  he  should  vote  it  most 
pbe(tffBlfy, 


He  would  add  that,  in  his  judgment,  we  owed 
something,  we  owed  much,  to  the  country;  we 
owed  something,  we  owed  much,  to  our  own  free 
institutions;  we  owed  something,  too,  and  very 
much,  to  history.  He  was  not  at  liberty,  because 
be,  as  an  individual,  might  suppose  the  composi- 
tion of  the  committees  of  the  House  to  be  im- 
proper or  inexpedient,  to  refhse,  on  that  account, 
his  vote  of  thanks  to  a  presiding  officer  who  had, 
in  th^  general,  done  his  b<»t  to  preserve  impar- 
tiality in  adfflivstering  the  duties  of  the  Chain 
and  such  he  did,  in  his  conscience,  believe  had 
been  the  aim  and  endeavor  of  the  present  Speaker. 
He  had  thought,  during  the  last  six  weeks,  that  the 
Speaker  had  been  to  blame  for  many  things.  For 
example,  Mr.  I.  had  hardly  been  able  to  step  into 
the  lobby,  or  even  to  move  into  various  parts  of 
the  House  itself,  vHthout  being  interrupted  by 
<«lobby  members**  and  other  persons.  Thi«  he 
presumed  to  be,  at  least  in  part,  the  fault  of  the 
Speaker.  But  it  waa  a  part  of  their  legislation 
which  every  gentleman  owed  to  tftrj  other  gen- 
tleman, to  say  for  him,  if  it  eottld  with  truth  be 
said,  that  he  had  discharged  his  public  duty  in  an 
imnartial,  fair,  and  dignified  manner.  And  Mr.  I. 
would  here  say,  that  be  felt  entirely  free  to  ac* 
knowledge  that,  bad  he  been  placed  in  that  chair, 
ht  doubled  greatly  whether  he  should  have  be- 
haved as  well,  upon  the  whole,  as  this  Speaker 
had  done.  Mr.  I.  again  observed,  that  he  agreed 
with  his  colleague  [Mr.  Baoww]  that  it  was  their 
duty,  00  occasions  like  these,  to  act  and  vote,  not 
for  th  >mselves  personally,  but  for  their  constitu- 
ents^-for  their  country--for  history,  and  not  for 
party  in  any  fortm.  Let  him  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  all  others,  what 
bad  been  the  consequence  of  the  withholding,  by 
this  Honse,  of  a  vote  of  thanks  from  Mr.  Speaker 
Polk?  It  had  made  him  Governor  of  one  of  the 
most  respectable  States  of  this  Union.  [A  voice: 
<*Not  at  all— not  in  the  least."]  He  could  tell  that 
gentleman  that  he  was  mistaken;  it  had  operated 
greatly  in  producing  that  very  result. 

Mr.  TURNEY  here  interposed,  and  remarked 
that  the  House  had  not,  in  point  of  fact,  withheld 
its  vote  of  thanks  from  Mr.  Speaker  Polk;  neither 
had  the  attempt  to  do  so  had  any  the  least  influ- 
ence en  the  enbernatorial  election  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  resumed.  As  to  that,  he  had 
not  the  honor  of  teicg  a  citiien  of  that  Sta^e,  and 
was  not,  therefore,  as  well  entitled  to  speak  as 
the  gentleman  might  be.  But  be  had  been  about 
to  ask  what  were  the  feellogs  of  the  people  in  cases 
of  this  kind?  Did  they  sympathize  with  the  per- 
sonal resentments  of  members  here?  Members 
themselves  were,  while  within  these  walls,  in  the 
very  focus  of  most  powerful  passions;  tbey  hated 
one  and  loved  another,  and  were  often  brim  full  of 
wrath  and  resentment;  but  the  moment  they  stepped 
without  those  doors,  they  got  out  of  the  charmed 
circle  in  which  they  had  thus  been  spell-bound, 
and  found  that  they  were  in  a  very  different  re- 
gion. The  people  were  always  disposed  to  be 
generous  and  forgiving,  and  they  looked  with  but 
little  approbation  on  the  cherishing  of  an  opposite 
spirit  by  gentlemen  leaving  these  halls.  For  him- 
self, he  must  in  candor  say,  that  while  be  bad 
voted  against  most  of  those  political  measures 
which  Mr.  Speaker  White  approved,  and  would 
have  preferred  that  they  should  not  succeed,  he 
could  not  find  it  in  his  conscience  or  in  his  breast, 
and  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  patriotism  and  to  the 
country,  to  withhold  his  vote  of  thanks  on  such  an 
occasion;  and  though  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
ordered,  he  mitst  continue  to  act  under  this  con- 
viction, and  reeard  his  name  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Pennsylvania  said  that  he  did 
not  know  that  the  refusal  of  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  C 
Baowir,]  who  had  first  addressed  the  House,  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  pending  resolution,  would  de- 
tract anything  from  the  honor  which  the  Speaker 
might  receive  from  its  adoption.  He  was,  indef  d, 
rather  inclined  to  believe  that  his  colleague's  vote 
in  its  favor  would  have  been  nnderetood  as  casting 
some  degree  of  suspicion  on  the  Spraker*a  integri- 
ty; and  he  saspeotod  very  much  that  that  oflker 
would  rather  rejoiee  that  he  was  without  the  vote 
of  a  man  who  w(Nild  ntmt  to  vole  a  rasoltttoa 


of  common  courtesy.  Mr.  C.  said  be  bad  aoC 
risen  with  any  purpose  of  entering  into  a  quairal 
with  his  colleague.  What  people  waa  it  ttiat  b 
represented  on  this  fiooil  The  citixens  af  Phfla- 
delphia,  or  a  portion  of  them.  And  bad  bis  eo» 
stituency  been  treated  unjustly  or  sUgbtingly  by  the 
Speaker  in  his  appointment  of  the  standiiif  eom> 
mittces  of  that  House?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  ths 
facts,  and  then  the  gentleman  would  find  that  hii 
vociferous  accusations  would  not  go  yery  fiu 
against  recorded  history.  The  C<^mmitiee  of  Wayi 
and  Means  bad  a  member  from  Philadelphia  plaesi 
upon  it;  the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  anotho 
member  from  Philadelphia;  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  had  another  gentleman  from  Philadel- 
phia, and,  at  the  first  session  of  this  Confpem,  imi 
had  two;  and  yet  the  gentleman  could  get  op  ben 
and  avail  himself  of  a  moment  like  tfaia  to  obin^ 
his  private  griefs,  and  pour  out  on  that  Haaae  ibi 
bitterness  of  his  gall.  Mr.  C.  was  informed  thai 
his  colleague  had  at  one  time  beea  appoiaied  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  bat  hU 
never  once  met  the  committee. 

[Mr.  BaowN.  At  the  extra  aesdon — it  oiei  bal 
once.} 

Thus  it  appeared,  not  only  that  three  of  the  mort 
weighty  and  important  commiueea  of  ibe  Hmhb 
had  each  a  member  from  the  city  of  PbiladeJpbia, 
but  his  colleague  himself  was  placed  by  ibtSjpaato 
on  the  Committee  of  Private  Land  Claia»«  Tbii, 
however,  it  seemed,  was,  in  bia  estimation,  a  am* 
tion  quite  below  his  merits;  he  had  beaa  men 
unjustly  and  injuriously  slighted,  and  to  bad  Ui 
constituents  in  his  perjon,  because  the  Speaker  bai 
not  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  Coouutlca  d 
Ways  and  Means,  or  of  the  Committee  on  Gem- 
merce.  And  now,  at  the  closing  moient  of  ihi 
session,  he  was  found  moved  by  private  gvW% 
and  what  Mr.  C.  (to  use  no  harsher  epitbat)  wmrid 
call  a  vain  ambition,  to  pursue  a  course 
C.  would  venture  to  predict  was  bkaly  to 
less  an  injury  than  a  relief  to  him  a 
it  was  aimed.  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  to  Ae  nnm» 
her  of  times  his  colleague  bad  occupied  tbe  Ami 
during  this  Congress.  What  one  member*  evm 
on  the  most  important  committees  of  tha  Ho«b^ 
had  oftener  consumed  its  time?  Tbe  gentlemw 
might  probably  have  thrown  great  light  apon  in 
deliberations;  or,  if  he  had  thrown  none  at  dl, 
(which  might  be  the  opinion  of  some,)  Mr.  C.  n 
any  rate  remembered  to  have  read  in  the  MMiy 
of  Rome  that  the  gabbling  of  a  gooae  onee  aavii 
the  capitol.  [Laughter.]  Hia  colleagna,  it  a^ 
peered,  was  disposed  to  eomplain  that  be  had 
placed  upon  what  he  esteem^  too  mean  a  • 
tee  for  a  person  of  his  distinction-^tfae 
on  Private  Land  Claims;  though  at  tbe  hand  eC 
that  committee  was  a  gentleman  from  Ff^altitnii 
[Mr.  Mooaa,]  to  act  with  whom  would  be  no  dia> 
honor  to  one  of  far  higher  claiam  than  Ua  co^ 
learue  couM  pretend  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  who  had  aeveral  times 
to  interpose,  here  obtained  the  floor  for 
tion,  and  said  that  the  whole  of  hia 
remarks  were  based  upon  what  waa  not  a  fuL 
Mr.  B.  was  not  on  that  committee.  Let  the  gen* 
tleman  confine  himself  to  matter  of  fact,  and  not 
proceed  upon  mere  fiction. 

Mr.  CX)OPBR,  resuming,  said  be  wonld  veiy 
soon  explain  how  the  matter  of  fact  atood.  Hh 
colleague  had  been  placed  upon  that  cammittee  by 
the  Speaker,  and  his  name  had  stood  aa  a  member 
of  it  for  eight  months,  during  aU  which  tnne  Mr; 
C  doubted  if  he  had  once  been  pi esent  at  any  meet* 
ing  of  the  committee— certainly  not  half  a  dema 
times.  [A  voice:  **Not  once."]  And  beeansa  the 
business  of  the  committee  had  aecnmnintad  throigh 
his  inattention,  his  name  had  been  pnt  off  fiMi 
the  roll  of  its  members. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  to  order. 

After  some  desultory  remarks  en  tbe  quealiea  of 
order— 

Mr.  C(X)PER  resumed,  and  said  that  he  hoped, 
when  an  attack  like  this,  and  at  snch  aa  bow,  was 
made  upoa  the  presiding  officer  of  that  Hoaae,  be, 
(Mr.  C,  )  who  felt  bia  Slate  disgraced  by  the 
duct  of  bis  colleague,  might  be  permitted  to 

what  were  the  facts  in  reference  to  that  L 

as  well  Mfaia  coUeagne  to  stale  hia  illfgartai  it 
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regard  to  the  Speaker.  Mr.  C.  repealed  the  As^er- 
lion,  that  this  colleague  of  his,  though  a  memher 
of  a  eommitieo  of  macb  importance,  and  on  whose 
hands  a  rast  amount  of  boMness  was  thrown^  had 
not  attended  ibe  coBunhiee  half  a  dozen  times  in 
ttfaie  montha,  and  that  therefore— —- 

Here  Mr.  C.  was  again  called  to  order;  when, 
after  a  good  deal  of  eonftision,  be  said  that  he  had 
no  desire  to  Tiolate  the  order  of  the  House,  or  to 
proeoed  ont  of  otder;  nor  did  he  esteem  it  to  Xfe  out 
of  order  to  atate  what  was  a  fact— that  bis  col- 
league had  been  remored  from  the  committee  for 
aegleet  and  ineAeiency. 

Here  the  eon  fusion  was  greatly  increased. 

Mr.  PAYNB  called  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylTania  to  order;  and  the  point  which  he  wished 
to  make  was  this:  Was  it  in  order  for  a  member  to 
speak  of  another  as  haviDg,  by  his  conduct,  dis- 
graced  bis  State? 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  would  not  press  his  point  of  order.  His 
colleague  was  «  disgrace  to  the  House,  and  nothing 
be  eofUd  say  could  disgrace  him  below  what  he 


Mr.  COOPER  said  that,  as  he  considered  the 
sitifeet  not  worfh  the  controversy,  he  would  resign 
tba  floor,  and  re^iome  his  seat;  which  he  did. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  took  the  floor  in  the  hope 
that  a  motion  he  proposed  to  make,  before  he  re- 
sumed his  seat,  might  hive  the  effect  of  pnttiog  an 
end  to  this  most  unseasonable  and  very  painfol  de- 
bate. He  was  himself  ready  to  vole  tbis  resolu- 
tion; he  should  do  so,  viewing  it  as  an  act  of  cour- 
tesy due  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  They  were 
now  approaching  the  end  of  a  most  agitated  Con- 
gress— a  Congress  involving  the  greatest  amount  of 
intense  political  passion  of  any  which  bad  existed 
in  the  entire  history  of  our  Qovemment;  and  he 
deeply  regretted  that  in  this,  the  closing  hour, 
when  tbey  were  about  to  bid  each  other  adieu — it 
might  be  focevef— instead  of  parting  as  friends,  as 
fallow  legislators,  as  fellow-citizens  of  the  republic, 
and,  he  might  say,  as  gentlemen — they  were  indaV- 
ging  in  the«s,  the  expiring  nK)menls  of  their  politi- 
cal existencei  in  a  bitter  and  exasperated  personal 
debate. 

If  there  was  any  man  on  that  floor  who  had 
cause  to  feel  that,  in  the  personal  and  party  con- 
tests which  had  marked  the  history  of  this  body, 
dating  both  its  present  and  its  past  session,  injus- 
tieehad  been  done  to  him,  Mr.  C.  was  that  man. 
He  felt  it;  he  knew  it;  but  he  was  ready  to  sacrifice 
all  recollection  of  personal  umbrage  at  the  altar  of 
tba  common  good,  and  of  an  affectionate  desire  for 
Ibe  peace  and  honor  of  that  House.    It  might  be 
that  he  was  al>out  to  leave  that  floor  but  to  enter  on 
a  still  mote  agita'ed  theatre — to  go  back  to  the  peo- 
ple again  upon  questions  which  agitated  the  eoun« 
tiy  as  much  as  they  did  that  House,  if  not  more. 
Bat  be  desired  tu  leave  that  hall  with  feelings  of 
Ibe  kindest  regard  to  every  member,  and,  above  all, 
lawaids  him  who  had  occupied  that  chair.    That 
charity  might  be  extended  to  himself,  he  desired 
irst  to  show  charity  towards  others.    He  folly  re- 
abisd  for  himself,  and  he  called  upon  the  House 
to  raahze  and  to  consider,  under  what  unspeakable 
ambarrassments,  both  political  and  personal,  from 
the  division  and  subdivision  of  paities,  the  duties 
of  the  Ciudr  had  been  performed;  and,  in  view  of 
Ibis,  if  be,  or  if  other  gentlemen,  should  feel  that, 
I   oa  tbis  or  on  that  occasion,  their  pride  of  place 
might  Dot  have  been  gratified  by  the  Chair,  be  ap- 
pealed to  them,  he  appealed  to  himself,  to  east  from 
them  all  such  recelleciions,  with  all  unkind  feelings 
which  might  be  called  up  by  them— so  that  they 
Bight,  in  parting,  press  hand  to  hand,  with  nothing 
I    bat  emotions  of  mutual  regard  and  good-will. 
,       Uader  views  like  these,  he  should  dose  the  few 
words  be  had  ventured  to  present,  by  moving  the 
prtvk>Qs  qaetlion. 
I       ^<)>  t>y  Ajea  69,  ttoea  58»  the  demand  was  sco< 

coded, 
f      Aad  the  main  question  (i.  e.,  on  the  adoption  of 
,    the  reaohuion)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 
,      Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  asked  die  yeas 
f    and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Ut,  WISE  moved  to  be  excuaed  from  voticg  on 
I  this  oceaaion;  and  he  did  so,  in  part,  that  be  might 
f    obtgitt  the  opponvkity  of  oatn^ing  a  mo»cat  in 


vindicating  himself  from  a  charge  Which  bad  gone 
the  rounds  of  the  country,  and  which  he  availed 
himself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  repel,  once 
and  forever.  He  entertained  the  most  kindly  feel- 
ings towards  the  Speaker  of  that  Honse— a  gentle- 
man who  had,  on  all  occasions,  treated  Mr.  W. 
with  the  utma^t  urbanity,  courtesy,  and  deference, 
and  with,  whom  he  had  received  and  reciprocated 
the  personal  courtesies  of  life;  and  he  now  declared 
here,  before  Chd  and  ^is  country,  that  the  reasons 
which  induced  bim  to  ask  lo  be  excused  from  vo- 
ting on  the  present  resolution,  were  not  reasons  of 
a  personal  nature.  A  slander  had  gone  abroad, 
which  represeLted  Mr.  W.^  course  here  to  have 
sprung  from  a  sense  of  disappointment  in  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  teach  the  high  station  which  had 
bfen  occupied  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House — a 
station  to  which  there  was  none  uncer  this  Govern- 
ment he  should  prefer.  He  would  not  affect  to 
say  tbat  he  never  had  desired  it:  it  was  a  station 
fit  to  be  the  summit  of  ambition  to  any  man  whose 
bosom  was  the  feat  of  just  and  laudable  aspira- 
tions. But  he  did  here  solemnly  declare,  and  with 
as  positive  certainty  as  the  infirmity  of  onr  nature 
enabled  any  man  tosptak  of  the  motives  of  bis  own 
heart,  that  in  no  one  act  of  his  public  life  bad  be 
been  actuated  towards  tbat  gentleman  by  any  sense 
of  personal  or  political  di&appointmf  nt.  The  con- 
trary, whether  whispered  secretly  by  the  insidious 
tocgoe  of  slanderous  malignity,  or  openly  bruited 
through  the  columns  of  a  corrupt  and  venal  press, 
he  here  pronounced  lo  be  a  falsehood.  He  left  this 
decls  ration  to  be  remembered — ^yes,  to  be  remem- 
bered; and  be  was  perfectly  serious  in  his  request 
to  be  excosed  from  voting. 

The  question  being  pu*,  the  request  of  Mr.  Wisx 
was  not  complied  with. 

This  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  vote  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  141,  nays  17. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  treasury  note  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
upon  aa  amendment  from  the  Senate,  on  which  a 
Committee  of  Conference  had  made  a  report. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

[Messages  were  received  from  the  Senate  and 
the  President.] 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  rose  to  make  an  inquiry. 
He  wished  to  know  whtiher  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  provided  tbat  bonds  should 
be  issued,  in  lieu  of  treasury  notes,  and  rcdeema* 
hie  in  ten  years. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report  of  the  Conference 
Committee;  but  it  was  not  intelligibly  beard,  above 
the  noise  which  universally  prevailed. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table.    This  muiion  was  rejected. 

The  previous  qoesiion  was  then  i>ustained. 

Mr.  J.  C.  INGERSOLL  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  concurring  with  the  Conference  Conunit- 
tee  in  their  report.    They  were  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  was 
concurred  in — ^yeas  99,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewra.  Adama,  Allen,  LandalT  W.  Andrewt,  8her> 
lock  J.  Andrew*,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Blair,  Boardman,  Burdfn,  Bowne,  Brig'iis,  BronsoD, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carr.Childa, 
Chitienden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Cravens,  Cushing,  Kicbard  D.  Davis,  Debcrry,  Everett, 
Ferris,  Fillmoreu  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates,  Granger, 
Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Houck,  Howard,  Hudson,  William  W. 
Irwin,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keioi,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Kine,  Linn,  Robert  McOlellan,  McKennan,  Thomas 
P.  Marshall,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Oiiver,  Osborne,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin 
Randall,  Alex.  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgwav,  Rigffs,  Rodney, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  Kuseell,  SaltonsuiTl,  Sanford, 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Sollers,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Siokely, 
Siraiton,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinsun,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van 
Rensselaer,  E.  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  WillianM,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  winihrop,  Yorke,  and  John  Young— 99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiherton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  A.  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown,  Charles  Drown,  Burke,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carutbers,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Clinton,  Coles.  CrosR,  Daniel,  Gkirrett  IJ^vis,  Dean,  Doig, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goods, 
Graham,  Gwin,  Karris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins.  Houston, 
Hubard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll.  Cave  Johnson.  Andrew  K«n- 
nedy,  Lan«s  Lewis,  LiiUrfiela,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCl^lIao, 
McKeon,  J.  T.  Mason,  Mathiot,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Moore,  Owsley,  Parroenter,  Payne,  Plumec,  Rayner,  Read, 
Reding,  Rancher,  Reynolda,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  SewelU  Shaw, 
William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steeorod,  John  T.  Stuart,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Ricnard  W.  Thompson,  TripMl,  TrottI,  Tomey, 
WaUtr,  Wescbrooki  and  ChriffophMr  EL  WUlitms— 78. 


A  pile  of  enrolled  bills  were  signed  by  iba 
Speaker. 

Hr.  FILLMORE  moved  tbat  the  Houae  act  up- 
on Ibe  report  of  tbe  Conference  Committee  on 

TBE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPBOPRI- 

ATION  BILL. 
The  report  was  read.    Iirecommttidsi 

1st.  Tbat  tbe  House  recede  from  itsdisayree* 
meet  to  tbe  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  increasing 
tbe  pay  of  tbe  printers  to  tbe  preseilt  Confess  to 
tbe  rates  allowed  by  the  Joint  refolution  of  1819. 

9d.  Tbat  the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment 
iocreasing  the  pay  of  T.  Allen,  and  of  Blair  db 
Rives,  for  printing  tbe  Compendium  of  tbe  Sixth 
Census.  But  tbe  committee  also  recommends  the 
adoption  of  a  clause,  providing  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  tbis  bill  shall  operate  as  a  bar  to  the 
claims  of  Allen  and  Blair  dk  Rives,  hereafter,  for 
the  fall  amount  of  compensation  for  executing  tlia 
printiDK  of  the  Compendiumk 

Sd.  That  tbe  House  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  tbe  Senate's  amendment,  by  which  the  appro- 
priation for  tbe  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Solicit* 
or  of  tbe  Qeneral  Land  Office  is  retained. 

4(b.  That  tbe  House  and  Senate  recede  from  iba 
several  amounts  named  by  (hem  as  tbe  salariea  of 
travelling  agent;s  of  tbe  Post  Office  Department; 
and  that  tbe  sum  of  |1,250  be  fixed  as  tbe  annual 
pay  of  those  officers. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  tbe  report,  and 
hoped  it  wou!d  be  adopted.  He  moved  tbe  pro* 
vious  question;  which  was  sustained. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  tbe  yeas  and  nayaf 
which  were  ordered. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called. 

Tbe  question  was  therefore  taken  on  tbe  flrat  ree- 
ommendation  of  the  Co|nmittee  of  Conference, 
(tbe  effect  of  which  is  to  increase  the  pay  of  tha 
primers  to  Congress  to  tbe  prices  of  1819.) 

Tbis  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
agreed  to— veas  80,  nays  78. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  jast  taken. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  forreeoa- 
aideraiion  on  tbe  table;  which  motion  was  carrie^U— 
yeas  93,  nays  63. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  askf d  leare  to  offer  a 
resolution  suspending  tbe  joint  rule  in  relation  to 
the  military  district  bill. 

And  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  made  a  similar  mo- 
tion as  to  tbe  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  weighit 
and  measures. 

Objection  being  made,  tbe  rules  w^re  suspended, 
and  tbe  resolution  (under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question)  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CUSHINQ,  ceruin  maps  of 
tbe  Northeastern  boundary  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  House  to  take  up  tbe 
bill  in  relation  to  the  preservation  of  live>oak 
timber. 

Mr.  G.  moved  tbat  the  0>mmittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  fVom  tbe 
consideration  of  lald  bill;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Tbe  rule  was  suspended  to  enable  the  bill  to  be 
sent  to  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky,  remarking  that 
during  bis  service  as  a  member  of  tbis  House  he 
had  not  asked  a  favor  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
bis  constituents,  and  making  an  urgent  appeal  in 
behalf  of  tbe  parties  concerned,  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  providmg  tbat  tbe  messengers 
i^nd  attendants  of  tbe  House  should  be  paid  the 
same  compensation  as  those  of  tbe  Senate, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  tbe 
rules. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  motioa 
on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  orr^ered,  and  being  taken,  result* 
ed  in  yeas  70,  nays  77. 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suspended. 

APPROPRIATIONS,   ORDINARY  AND  EX- 
TRAORDINARY. 

Mr.  BEESON  offered  tbe  idUowing  resolalta|o« 
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whidi,  after  Wiilg  r^d  for  inforatatioD,  ke  moved 
a  tospeosioD  of  the  rales:  negatived. 

WheraM  br  ^  reiolution  adopted  on  the  2N  alt,  the  Hooie 
direcMd  the  Secretary  of  the  Trevaury,  among  other  ihinga,  lo 
repcft  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  each  rear,  from 
the  4th  of  March,  1620,  to  the  4tb  of  March,  1813,  exdiMlve  of 
public  debt  and  truii  fonde.\ 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  a  fair  and  AiU  understanding 
of  the  financial  economy  of  the  sereral  administrations  inter- 
vwiioc*  that  a  thorough  discrimination  should  be  made  between 
expenditures,  ordinary  and  extraordinary^  of  that  eventful 
period;  and  also,  between  appropriations  made  of  unborrowed 
Md  borrowed  moneys:  therefore, 

Baolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 


report  to  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  ap* 
tiiopriattons  for  each  year,  from  the  4ih  of  Bfarch,  1829,  to  ttie 
4th  ef  March,  1843.  discriminating  between  appropriations  or> 
#iiary->such  as  tboae  for  the  support  of  the  civil  administra- 
tioo.  army  and  navy,  peraonel  and  materiel^  on  the  peace  esiab- 
Ushment— and  extraordinary,  such  as  not  only  public  debt  and 
trust  fonda,  but  also  such  as  those  made  on  account  ef  the  Flor- 
ida war;  purchases  of  Indian  lands;  removal  of  Indians;  pay* 
inent  for  property  taken  for  public  use.  and  injuries  committed 
during  hostilities;  donations  to  objects  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia; •urrey  of  the  coast;  claims  ofStatesfor  war  dsbts;  taking 
the  census;  duties  refunded;  materials  fur  faicrease  of  the  nary; 
durable  public  buildings,  roads,  bridges,  canals,  breakwaters; 
improremems  in  rivers  and  harbors;  fortifications,  pensions, 
gratuities;  exploring  expedition,  4cc.;  distinguishing,  also,  be- 
tween appropriations  noiade  from  unborrowed,  and  those  from 
borrowed  moneys;  and  that  said  report  be  append^  to,  and 
published  with,  the  report  directed  b/  the  House,  on  the  2dd 
uUn  to  be  made  on  the  anbjea  of  public  expenditures. 

Mr.  ATHBRTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aod  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Amos  Wade,  praying  for  remission 
Df  datie^. 

Mr.  SMITH  ot  Virginia  moved  to  take  tip  the 
bill  No.  25,  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Nonrse. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  No. 
39,  fixing  the  compensation  of  pension  agents. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  bill  No.  95;  and 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  coosid- 
eration  of  bill  No.  33. 

All  these  motions  were  pronounced  out  of  order. 

[During  this,  time,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the 
Bvening  session,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  noise  and 
confusion;  numbers  of  members  trying  to  obtain 
the  floor,  and  offering  motions  which  were  either 
oirt  of  Older,  or  not  beard  by  the  Chair.] 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  np  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  of  Qeneral 
Jackson. 

fiftr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  called  for  the  yeas  and 
Bays. 

Qreat  confusion  ensued;  but  ultimately  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  and  they  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  77,  nays  83. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  the  u»ual  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  President,  and  inform  him  that,  if  be  had  no 
Airiber  communication  to  make,  the  two  Houses 
of  Congrestf  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  wished,  first,  to  call  up 
a  motion  for  the  printing  cf  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  reports  of  the  two  committees  on  the  two  hun- 
dred million  national  stock  projeL 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  also  moved  that  the  Com. 
mittee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  some  bill 
in  relation  to  the  Patent  Office;  but  its  precise  ob- 
ject was  not  heard. 

After  some  other  irregular  proceedings,  Mr. 
CusHDio^s  resolution  was  adopted. 

-Mr.  PROFFIT  offered  a  resolution  to  pay  extra 
compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  of  the 
Honse;  but,  as  it  was  objected  to,  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  was  understood  to  move 
a  modification  of  Mr.  J.  R.  InoitsoLL^s  motion, 
80  as  to  fix  3,000  as  the  extra  number  of  copies  of 
the  reports  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEESON  offered  an  amendment;  but,  as 
the  previous  question  had  been  moved  on  Mr.  J. 
R.  Imobbsoll's  motion,  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table;  and  it  was  carried. 

Various  motions  were  made;  but  they  were  ob- 
jected to,  and  were  not  acted  upon. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  a  resolution  which  was  un- 
derstood to  be  declaratory  of  some  general  princi- 
fleainielation  to  tbeot^twa  at  Monttrey. 


As  objections  were  made,  be  moved  a  suspenaion 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  MALLORY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  being  ordered,  they  resulted  as  follows — yeas 
74,  nays  83. 

Mr.  BEESON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  get  in  his  resolu- 
tion.   The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  off*ered  a  resolution,  di- 
recting the  Clerk  to  pay  the  several  pages,  mes- 
sengers, dbc,  of  the  House,  flOO  each  in  addition 
to  their  regular  compensation. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected  to  the  recep- 
tii'U  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  o^oved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  in  order  to  Ret  the  resolution  in. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  for  the  yeasand 
nay v;  which  were  ordered:  thereupon,  the  resolution 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr  CAVE  JOHNSON  a^ked  if  the  hour  of  12 
bad  not  arrived?  and  wished  to  know  if  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  was  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  requested  the  gentleman  to  sus- 
pend his  motion  a  moment. 

Mr.  LEVY  attempted  to  have  passed  a  resolu- 
tfon,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  Key  West,  in  Florida.  ~ 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  hour  of  13  had  arrived, 
and  no  new  business  could  be  imrodnced. 

Mr.  T.  F  MARSHALL  rose  and  said  he  moved 
that  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
30,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Jobmsoii,]  in  relation 
to  the  (300,000,000  scheme  for  advancing  the 
credit  of  the  country. 

[Many  members:  '*The  motion  is  not  in  order.**] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion  so  soon  as  he  had  spoken. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  SPEAKER 
and  Mr.  MARSHALL,  the  latter  withdrew  his 
motion. 

While  the  Honse  was  waiting  for  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  conversation  oecarred  at  inier^ 
vals  on  various  subjects  of  no  interest,  on  the  part 
of  several  members,  interspersed  wlib  sundry 
pauses.    At  last, 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that  he  had  repeatedly 
known  the  House  to  adjourn  without  hearing  from 
the  Senate,  which  had  business  apart  from  its  con- 
nexion wiih  the  House  of  Representatives.  l*he 
Senate  was  now  in  executive  session,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  House  sbovld  wait  for  it. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  send  a  separate  message  to  the  Presi- 
dent from  this  House) 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  did. 

[Here  there  was  another  pause.] 

Mr  PICKENS  moved  that  a  committee  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  House  of  Represeatatives,  having  transact- 
ed all  tlie  business  before  it,  was  ready  to  adjourn, 
provided  he  Iwd  no  further  communication  to  make 
to  them:  carried,  and  Messrs.  Pigkbhs,  Wise, 
Ad  JosBPH  R.  Ihobbsoll,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

After  a  few  moments — 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  abovementioned  com- 
mittee, returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  per> 
formed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  had  no  further  com- 
munication to  make  to  this  branch  of  Congress; 
and  he  wished  them  a  happy  return  to  their  homes, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  their  families. 

Mr.  PICKENS  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ fiii€  diet  which  being  carried. 

The  SPEAKER  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gbntlimin:  Before  I  declare,  for  the  last  time, 
your  adjournment,  allow  me  to  tender  to  each  and 
every  one  of  yon  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion and  respect  I  have  invariably  received  as  your 
presiding  officer;  and  especially  for  the  flstteiiog 
expression  of  favorable  opinion  contained  in  the 
resolution  ordered  to  be  entered  on  your  journal 
this  night.  Yet  I  cannot  but  feel  that  I  am  more 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  this  House,  than  its  jus- 
tice, in  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

I  trust,  however*  I  shall  eter  cherish,^!  thoae 
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emotions  of  gratitude  and  affeetion  wbicb  aoaipal 
an  instance  of  yomr  generosity  ought  lo  iaaiiii. 
Whilst  the  censure  of  this  body  canaot  be  wim^ 
ered  a  trivial  punishment,  its  praiae  cMoevvbe 
esteemed  an  ordinary  co^N^Umeot.  Neat  toiki 
satisfaction  arising  from  a  cooscioaspf aa  ^hai. 
iag  discharged  my  duty,  is  the  approbatioa  oif  ikm 
who  ha? e  been  constant  witnesses  of  my  oMil 
conduct.  It  was  with  diffidence  aad  hwiiianf, 
knowing  n^ell  the  high  but  just  respeaabiUqr  of 
this  station,  that  I  persuaded  myaalf  to  f^gagi  ia 
the  discbarv^  of  |ts  delicate  and  ardoeaa  daiw. 
Nothing  but  the  hope  that  I  should  receiva  l^s  €«• 
dial  support  of  the  Ubccal  of  ail  aides  in  tbis  Hp— 
oonid  have  indnoed  njie  to  nndeitakr.sp  diAealt  a 
task. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  my 
expectations  of  candor 'and  favpr  have  beta 
than  realized.  Amidst  ail  the  excite«wNM  groJ^iag  om 
o(  animated  debates  upon  the  great  intereats  oClbe 
country,  which  have  so  often  and  so  dwffty  !#• 
pressed  all  our  minds,  and  enlisted  the 
feeliiiga  of  the  heart,  I  have  experienced  a 
politeness  from  tYery  quarter  of  this  House, 
in  the  trial  of  opinion  u^n  qnestieqs  9f  ioilipn- 
ance  and  difficulty,  this  Honse  baa  been  riQiqily 
divided,  and  my  vote  has  been  demanded  bf  Aa 
rules,  I  have  invariably  found,  in  that  half  of  the 
members  from  who^  judgment  I  have  difiiered,  a 
disposition  to  allow  me  the  same  freedom  of  delib- 
eration and  independence  of  thought  which  (btj 
asserted  for  themselves. 

The  position  I  have  occopied  since  my  ekvatioa 
to  this  Cbair  has  made  it  my  duty  to  scan  closdy 
th^  progre^  of  business  in  this  House;  asd  I  owe 
it  to  truth  and  justice  to  declare,  without  reference 
to  rarty,  that  I  have  witnessed  an  industry,  a  pa- 
triotism, and  independence,  a  series  of  infonnatioa 
and  eloquence,  that  would  have  done  honor  to  aay 
deliberative  assembly  in  any  age  or  country. 

Well  am  I  convinced,  in  despite  of  the  raeaftt^ 
forts  that  have  been  made,  in  varioot  qaaitaia,  kf 
ndsrepreseatation  and  traduction,  to  i^eakoi  ibi 
public  reapect  and  confidence  in  tba  imiarliiit 
Repretentativea  of  the  people,  that  tbeannlii^ref 
time  will  prove  this  Honse  to  be  the  saaetaaiy  of 
the  CottstitutiDn— the  citadel  of  civil  libec9---ibe 
palladium  of  this  republic  It  is  here— it  is  baa, 
in  this  grand  inquest  of  the  nation— here,  if  any- 
where, that  resistance  will  be  made  to  tbe  ailM 
arts  of  cormption,  or  to  the  daring 
of  power:  and  if  tbe  Constitution,  ibe 
ter  of  American  freedom,  be  destined  to  penahlf 
tbe  ruthless  hand  of  the  demagogue  er  tbe  wvpr, 
(which  God  avert!)  here,  upon  ibis  floar,  it  wil 
breathe  its  last  agonies^-its  djring  gasp* 

In  the  course  of  our  delibetationa,  Uk  a  mniatni 
of  oommotion  and  excitement,  I  am  aeaeihia  I 
naay,  at  times,  have  wounded  the  feeUafa  of 
hers.  I  have  never  arrested  tbe  progteas  of 
ness,  to  enter  into  explanatioas.  My  pesiooa  in 
Ibis  chair  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  do  w^w^ 
out  endangering  tbe  order  and  dignity  of  thv 
House.  Besides,  the  moaient  of  irriiatiDa  is  att 
tbe  BMDSt  propitious  time  for  satisteeteiy  ezpinfr 
tions.  I  have  chosen,  at  the  baaard  ef  injwtiae  •• 
my  motives,  to  leave  my  justification  to  ibe  eabi 
aad  sober  reflection  of  members.  On  my  part,  I 
have  no  wrongs  to  complain  of  firom  any  tadMi> 
aal  upon  this  floor.  If  aay  have  been  ialtncded  er 
done,  they  have  long  since  been  forgiven  and  for- 
gotten. I  thaak  my  God  I  have  no  memory  lor  » 
juries. 

We  are  now  about  to  part — many,  very  Tinay  of 
us,  never  to  nieet  again.  Let  us  separate  as  aamal, 
moral  beings  should  separate — as  friends,  as  btelb 
ers.  May  the  honor  of  this  Honse,  aad  the  boa« 
of  this  nation,  be  the  paramount  ambiiieaefas 
all.  No  matter  what  may  be  our  fataredesii- 
ny— whether  in  private  or  public  life,  let  all  the 
ends  we  aim  at  be  our  eomury^,  Q^dPa,  and 
Truth'8. 

With  cordial  wishes  for  your  bealtb  aad  b^»pi" 
ness,  and  fervent  prayers  for  Ibe  peaee,  pnspcriiy, 
and  laatiag  liberty  of  our  common  oeontty,  I  pro- 
nounce this  House  adjourned  without  day. 

The  addreai  was  reoeived  with  load 
of  gratification. 

AaAibftH^im^jm  dM»a4fMfifd, 


-  -^ 
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REPORT 

OF  tMe  clerk  of  the  houm  of  rep- 
resentatives OF  THE  U.  a, 

In  €amplianc€  toith  tks  *^Act  to  authorize  Uie  appoitU- 
wmU  pf  iuUUUonal  p4»ifWMuier$f  undfor  oUterptur- 
p^m,"  passed  My  4.  J  836. 

Office  op  thb  House  of  Rbps.  t7.  S, ) 

March  3, 1843,  J 
In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  "Actio  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  jpurposes/'  passed  July  4^  1836,  which 
requires  **the  Secretary  of  the  Senatejind  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  soon  as  may 
he  after  the  close  of  each  session  of  Congress,  to 
poblish  a  statement  of  all  appropriations  made  do- 
rmg  th«  session;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  new 
offices  ereated,  and' the  salaries  of  each,  and  also 
a  statement  of  the  offices  the  salaries  of  which  are  in- 
creased, and"  the  amount  of  such  increase,"  the 
Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  submits  the 
accompanying  statements. 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE, 
Clerk  Ho,  of  Reps. 

StalemetU  of  appropriations  made  for  the  Kalfeaie^- 
4l9Pt  fe^r  e^in^  3(MA  Jwne,  1843,  and  Out  fiscal 
fear  endimr^Olk  Jitne,  1844,  during  ike  Zd  ses- 
sion ofthe27tk  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  ctmmencing  DeUntber  ^  IB4U,  and  end* 
iair  JffercA  3,  1843.      • 

H.  R.  No.  615.  For  the  civU  and  dipiomoHc  eZ" 
penses  of  Chvernmoni  for  ikf  half  caltndar  year 
^lidiHg  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  tighteenhwndred 
amd  forty  throo. 

¥&t  compensation   and  milem   of 
8ttiatofs  and  Members  of  the  House 


of  Qeprescntatives  and  delegiOes* 


(fiin  the  Territories 

For  compennuion  of  thi  offitersand 
darks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Represeniatiyes       -  -    '      - 

For  stationers,  iuel,  priniiAg,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  continfsnt  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  aim  contingent  ex- 
j^mites  of  the  Honsa  of  Representa- 
tives .... 

For  compensalidn  of  the  principal 
and  two  assistant  librarians  and 
messenger  of  the  Library  of  Con- 


$366,888 


aa,«74 


35,000 


125,000 


colhli^;eBt  expenses  of  said  li- 
brary   ^      '  -  - 
For  purchase,  of  books  for  said  library 
For  purchase  of  law  books  for  said  li- 
brary          -          -  -  , 
For  compensation  of  the  Pres^ieoi  of 
the  United  Slates                - 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATB. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  this  de- 
partment     .... 

For  Incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said  department,  inclo- 
aingpublishing  and  distributing  the 
laws  .... 

For  compensation  of  the  superintta- 
dent  and  three  watchmen  of  the 
northeast  executive  building 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 
Forlalor        .  -  -  - 

For  fuel  and  light      -  -    '      - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
senger, and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office      -  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Comp- 
troller, and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his 
offict 

For.^npeiiflittioi^  of  the  3econd  Comp* 


2,250 

400 
2,600 

500 

12,50a 


13,150 


12,650 


673  50 


600 
•TOO 
350 


13,925 


11,475 


7,400 


?,875 


14,300 


^roller  and  the  dierks    arid  mes- 
senger in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Atidi- 
tor  and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  "^  -  - 

For  coinpensation  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Third  Audi* 
tor  and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and 
assistant  messenger  in  his  office     - 

For  compensation  of  the  Fourth  Au- 
ditor and  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Fif\h  Audi- 
tor and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 

'  his  office       -  -  *        ,  - 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  Sttifs  and  the  clerks 

.  and  messenger  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
senger, and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office      ^  -  -  ■        - 

For  conipensatioa  of  the  Catnttls- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughts- 
man ,  assistant  draughtsman,  clerks, 
messenger,  asid packers  in  his  office, 

Fer  copipensation  of  the  SoHcilor  of 
the  Treasury,  ^nd  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office 

For  the    incidental   and  contingent 
expenses   oi    the   Treasury    De- 
partment, viz: 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury; 

For  blank-books,  binding  and  c;ta- 
tionery         .  -  -  - 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals 

Foi^  labor        .  -  -  - 

For  extra  clerk-hir^  ... 

For  printing,  (including  the  printing 
of  the  public  accoontsj 

For  sealmg  ship  re^sters 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  translating  foreign  lai^guagesl    - 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  .  -  • 

Forlabor        .      -    .  -      .    - 

Far  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items        -  , 

«^ln  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  •  •  •  . 

Forlabor 

For  extra  clerk-hrre  -  -  .        - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 

For  blank-boohs,  bidding,  an/d  station- 
ery   -  -  -  *         ,- 

Forlabor     .  -? 

For  extra  c1erk-)iire    -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items     .  - 

'  lathe  office  of  the  Second  Auditot: 

For  blank  books,  bindingyandstaticoi- 
ery    -       .    - 

For  labor     .   - 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -        ^  - 

Fpf.  miscellaneous  items         -  * 

In  the  oi&ce  of  the  Third  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery -'         - 

Forlabor        - 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Fonrth  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -       .'  -  - 

For  labor 

For  extra  clerk-hire    - 

For  printing    -  • 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Fif\h  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  biQding,  and  station- 
ery -       ,  • 

5'orlfcbor        •      -   - 

For  ^xffa  ckrk-hire   •         r         : 


7,625 


9,950 


10,705  49 


19,175 


10,075 


49,250 


6,200 


1,750 

60 

75 

750 

1,275 

50 

350 

75 


500 
225 
225 
150 


350 
100 
90O 
100 


250 

100 

100 

50 


150 

125 

150 

50 


150 

150 
50 


300 
25 
50 
20 

100 


125 
62 
26 


^? 


50 


For  miscellaneous  items        •     •     - 

Jn  the  Treasurer's  office: 
For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  Solicitor's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  -  - 
For  hibor 
For  extra  clerk-hire    -  -  - 

In  the  Register's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  aad  station- 
ery  .  -  -  •  * 
For  labor 

For  printing   -       '  -    '       -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  (General  Land  Office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery, 
and  petrchmMs       .  .  • 

For  labor 

For  printing    *  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 
For  conmeasatidn  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  eight  watchmen  or  th  esouth- 
east  executiva building 
For  contingent  expense;^  of  said 
building,  v^;     ^ 
Forlabor        -  •     .     . 

Forfbel  and  light       - 
for  xnlsceUaneons  items        - 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

For  eompensation  of  the  Sectetary  of 
War,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistaji  messenger  in  ht^^omoe 

For  coibpensalioa  of  the  ODmmisndn- 
er  of  Indian  Affiuca/and  the  clerks, 
messeu^r,  and  assosiant  messenger 
inhisamce-         -         -.    .    -. 

For  compensation  of  iheCopiniission- 
01^  of  Pen8ioDs,aadJthe  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his-office 

For  compen^tlon  of  the  <^efk  a&4 
messenger  in  the  officeof^lhe  Com- 
manding Qenenil    -  •  ^ 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
,    massenger  i&  the  effice  of  thf  Ad- 
JQtantwneral 

For  compensation  <]/  theelerksand 
messenger  in  th^  offitie  of  the  CUtar- 
termaster  General    ... 

Fdl:  cdrnpensadon  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  oflfca  of-Oie  Pay- 
master General       -  '        -•    -    - 

For  compen^tibn  of  4he  cterlai  ,a|iid 
messenger  la  the  office  of  Clothing 
and  Equipage  at  Ph%||elphia 

For  compensation  of  th^  clerks  and 
messenger  in  titeoffioe  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence     • 

For  compensation  oil  the  tAtiVs  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Engineer      -  -  ^ 

For  compensation-of  *the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  Jthe  office  of  the  Sur- 
geon General  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
nltessenger  in  the  office  of  the  Colo- 
nel of  Ordiqmce     -       .  - 

For  coinpensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  Bureau  of  Topo-^ 
graphical  Engineers 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent ana  four  watchmen  of  the  north- 
west executiye  building     ^ 

For  Contingent  expenses  of  War  De- 
partment, tiz; 
In  the  office,  of  the  Secretarr  of  War: 

For  blank  boc^s,  binding,  ana  station- 
ery  -  -     .     -  - 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals 

For  tabor        -  -  .       - 

For  printing    -  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans    - 

For  extra  clerk-hire   -  *  - 

Isk  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  .  -  • 

Forlabor        -  •  - 

For  miacellaneons  items       ;         ? 
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In  the  office  of  the  Commiasioner  of 
Pensions: 
Fdr  MuiktxMks,  toding,  and  stAUoii- 

ery    -  -   -       •       .   • 

For  printing    -  -  -.  -      - 

For  fuel 
For  miscellaneotisitems 

In  the  office  of  the  Commanding 
General: 
F6r  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster 
General: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  statipn 

ery    -  -  -  - 

For  labor        -  -  - 

For  printing    -  -  -      • 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer: 
Forblank  books,  binding,  and  station 

ery  -     '      -  . 

For  printing    -    .      - 
For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Colouel  of  Ord- 
nance: 
For  blank  books^  bmding,  and  statibn 

cry   -  - 

For  printing    - 
For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  Bnr^u  of  Topographical 
Engineers: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  ^  station- 
ery -  - 

For  labor     .  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 
Tor  the  northwest  execmire  build* 

ing: 
For  labor        -  -  .  - 

For  ibel  and  Mght 

For  miscellaneous  items 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 

.  the  Navy,  and  the  clerks,  messen- 

KtTf  and  assistant  messenger  in  his 

office  .... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  blank  books,  binding,  sta- 
donery,  estiva,  clerk-bire,  printing, 
labor,  miscellaneous  items,  and 
newspapers  and  periodicals 

For  oompensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau or  Navy-yards  and  Docks,  and 
the  drangb'tsman,  clerks,  and  mes- 
senMT  in  his  office  - 

Fur  the  contingent  expenses  of  Bu- 
reau of  Navy-yards  and  Dooks     • 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Cogatinction,  Equipment, 
and  Repair,  and  the  assistant  con- 
structor, clerks,  and  messenger  in 
his  office      .  .  .  . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau, including  blank  books,  sta- 
tionery, priating,  labor,  and  miscel- 
laneous items  .  .  . 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Provisions  and  -Clothing, 
and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his 
office  -  -  .  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau, including  blank  books,  sta- 
tionery, binding,  and  nuscellaneops 
items  - 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Ordnance  and  Hydrogra- 
phy, -and  the  draughtsman,  clerks, 
and  messenger  in  his  office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau -  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  I^adicine  and  Surgery,  and 
the  clerks  and  messenger  m  his  of- 
fice  -  -  .  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau, including  blank  books,  bind- 
ing, stationery,  and  miscellaneous 
items  .... 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent ana  three  watchmen  of  the  south- 
west executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
buildrog,  viz: 
For  labor        -  - 

For  fpel  and  lights     - 
jTor  miscellaneous  U$m       •  * 
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POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  and  the  three  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  and  the  clerks, 
messenger,  and  three  assistant  mes- 
sengers, and  two  watchmen,  of  \he 
Post  Office  Department 
For  contingent  exp^ises  of  said 
department,  viz:  , 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery - 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals       > 

For  fuel  ana  oU         •  •  ^^ 

For  printing    ^  -  -  - 

For  labor        -  - 

For  one  day-watchman 

For  compensation  of  temporary 
clerks  ,  .  *  * 

For  compensation  of  the  Auditor  for 

the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the 

clerks,    messenger,  and  assistant 

messenger  in  his  office 

For  conttegent  expenses  of  said 

office,  viz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  - 

For  printing  blanks    .  .  . 

For  labor        -  •  -  . 

For  miscellaneous  items 

SURVEYORS  AND  THEIR 
CLERKa 

For  compensation  of  the   surveyor 

SAeraf  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and 
e  clerks  in  his  office 
For    compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
and  the  clerks  in  his  office  - 
For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 

general  in  Arkansas,  and  the  clerks 
I  his  office  -  .  .  • 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
f^eneral  in  Louisiana,  and  the  clerks 
m  his  office  -  »  •  . 

For  compensation  of  the  sunreyor 
general  in  Mississippi,  .and  the 
clerksin  his  office   -  • 

For  compensation  of  the  surreyor 
feneral  in  Alabama,  and  the  clerks 
in  his  office  -  •  •  . 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Florida,  and  the  clerks 
in  his  office  •  •  .  - 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and 
the  clerks  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  secretary  to 
sign  patents  for  public  lands 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissiott- 
er  of  Public  Buildings  in  Washing- 
ton city,  and  the  three  assistants  as 
draw-keepers  at  tbePotomac  bridge, 
including  oil,  firewood,  «nd  repairs, 

UNITED  STATES  MINT  AND 
BRANCHES. 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  mint  at  Philadel- 
phia, viz: 

For  the  dir^or 

For  the  treasurer 

For  the  chief  coiner  - 

For  the  a&sayer 

For  die  melter  and  refiner 

Ffir  the  engraver 

For  the  assistant  assayer 

For  four  clerks 

For  wages  to  workmen 

For  specimens  of  bres  and  coins  to  be 
reserved  at  said  mint 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  viz : 

For  the  superintendent 

For  the  assayer 

For  the  coiner 

For  the  clerk   - 

For  wages  to  workmen 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega,  (Georgia,  viz: 

For  the  superintendent 

For  the  assayer  .  .  . 

For  the  coiner  -  -  - 

For  the  clerk  -  -  -  ^ 

I  For  wages  to  workmen         *         y 


37,150 


500 

100 
1,500 
900 
400 
180 

1,750 


49,850 


1,000* 
400 
500 
900 


4,150 

9,910 

9,150 

9,950 

3,500 

9,000 

9,750 

1,760 
750 


9,396 


.  « 


1,760 
1,000 
1,060 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
630 
2,«S0 
19,000 

300 


1,000 
750 
750 
500 

1,760 


1,000 
750 
750 
500 

1,440 


For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said  branch,  including 
fuel,  materials^  stationery,  taxage, 
and  wastage  of  gold 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mintat  New 
Orleans,  viz: 

For  the  superintendent  •  • 

For  the  treasurer       *  *  - 

For  the  coiner 

For  the  assayer  -  .  . 

For  the  melter  and  refiner  • 

For  two  clerks  .  •  . 

For  wages  to  workmen 

For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said  branch,  including 
fuel,  stationery,  materials,  and 
wastage  of  gold  and  silver 

GOVERNMENTS  IN  THE  TERr 
RITORIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 
For  compensation  of  the  officers  of 

Wisconsin  Territory,  riz: 
For  Governor  .  .  - 

Fof  three  judges        .  .  . 

For  secretary  .  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter* 

ritgry  -         -         -  • 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  said  Territory,  pay  of  offi- 
cers, printing,  statloneiy,  fuel,  fur- 

.  niture,  and  ul  other  incidental  and 
miscellaneous  objects 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
Iowa  Territory,  viz: 

For  Governor  .  .  - 

For  three  judges         -  *        - 

For  secretary  *  -  -  - 

For  comingent  expenses  of  said  Ter^ 
ritoiy  •  .  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
Florida  Territory,  viz: 

For  Governor 

For  five  jtidges 

For  secretary  -      .    - 

For  contingent  expenses  «f  said  Ter 
jriiory  .  .  - 

For  compensatidD  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Conn* 
cil  of  said  Terrifoiy,  pay  of  officers, 
stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  miscellaneoos 
objects,  including  the  private  secre- 
tary of  the  executive  office 

JUDICIARY. 
For  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 

Jnoiciary,  viz: 
For  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  .  .  -  . 

For  eight  associate  judges  of  said 
court  .  .  -  • 

For  the  district  judge  of  Maine 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  Hamp- 
shire -  .  -  - 
Fi»r  the  district  judge  of  Massachu- 
setts            -          .          .  - 
For  the  district  4pdge  of  Vermont    - 
F6r  the  distri^  judge  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and             -      "    - 
For  the  district  judge  of  Conneoticat 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  York, 
northern  district     -          -          - 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  York, 

southern  district.     • 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  Jersey 
For  the  distri<^  judge  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, eastern  district 
For  tne  district  iud^e  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, western  district 
For  the  district  judge  of  Delaware 
For  the  district  judae  of  Maryland     - 
For  the  district  judge   of   Virginia, 
eaatem  district        .  .  . 

For  the  district  judge  of  Viiginia, 
western  district       .  .  - 

For  the  district  judge  of  Kentucky  - 
For  the  district  judge  of  Tennessee 
For  the  district  judge  of  Ohio 
For  the  district  judge  of  North  Caro- 
lina .  .  .  . 
For  the  district  judge  of  South  Caro- 
lina .  .  -  . 
For  the  district  judgis  of  Ctooivia  • 
For  thf  district  jnd^  fxf  (lOiifibqut  • 
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For  the  district  iodge  of  Misslstippi  1,000 
For  tl^e  district  judge  of  Indiana  - '  500 
For  the  district  jadge  of  Illinois  .  -  600 

For  the  district  judge  of  Alabama  -  I,^ 
For  the  district  ^odge  of  M issoari     -  600 

For  the  district  jndge  of  Michigan    •  750 

For  the  district  judge  of  Arkansas  1,000 

For  the  chief  justice  of  itm  District  of 

Columbia  ...        1^350 

For  two  associate  judges  of  said  Di»- 

tria  .  .  .  «       2,500 

For  thejodge  of  the  criminal  court  of 

said  District  •  -  .       1,000 

For  the  judge  of  t)ie  orphans'  court 
of  Washington  county^  in  said  Dis- 
trict .  .  ^  -  500 
For  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  of 

Akzandria  county,  in  said  District  500 

For  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  clerk  and  messenger 
in  his  office,  and  the  contingent  ez- 
peose  thereof  .  ^  .        3^000 

For  the  reporter  of  the  decisiolis  of 

the  Supreme  Court  -  ..  650 

For  the  dUtrict  attorney  of  Maine    -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  New  Hamp- 
shire -  -  -  -  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Massachu- 
setts            -          •          -        ,  .          too 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Vermont            100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  JEthode 

Island  ....  xOO 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Connecti- 
cut   -  -  -  -  .  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  New  York, 

northern  district     -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  New  Jer- 
sey  -  -  -  -  .  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Pennsyl- 
Tsnia,  eastern  district         -          ^          100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Penn^l- 

Taaia,  western  district        -  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Delaware  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Maryland       ,    100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Virginia, 

eastern  district         -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Virginia, 

western  district       .  .  .  iqq 

For  the  district  attoratoy  of  Tennes- 

see^  eastern  district  -  >  •  100 

For  the  district  attorn^  of  Tennes- 
see^ western  district  .  ..  100 
For  the  district  attorney-  of  Tennes- 
see, Jackson  district  -  •  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Kentucky  lOO 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Ohio  •  100 
For  the  districC  attorney  of  Nprth 

Carolina      -  -  -  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  South 

Carolina      -  -  -  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Georgia  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Louisiana, 

eastern  district     '  -  -  .  300 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Louisiana, 

western  district     ^  -  -  -  lOO 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Mississip- 
pi, northern  district  .  '  -  100 
For  the  district  aUomey  of  Mississip- 
pi, southern  district  .  .  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Indiana  •  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Illinois  -  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Alabama, 

northern  district      -  •  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Alabama, 

southern  district      ...  100 

For  the  district  attorney  <^  Missouri  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Michigan  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Arkansas  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 

eastern  district        -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 

middle  district         -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida^ 

western  district       -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 

southern  district      .  .  .  lOQ 

For  the  district,  attorney  of  Florida, 

Apalachicola  district          -          -  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Wiscon- 
sin     1S5 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Iowa       - '         100 
For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 

Maine         -          -          -          -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire 100 


For  the  marshal  of  the  disuict  of  Ver- 
mont -  -       .   -  •  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of. 
Rhode  Island  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut      -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New 
York,  northern  district       -  -  100 

For  the  nuurshal  of  the  dl^et  of  New 
Jersey         -  -        '  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  <^  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  western  district       -  lOO 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Del- 
aware -  -  -  •  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, eastern  district         -  -  ido 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, western  district         .  .  100 

Fot  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
North  Carolina       -  -  •  90O 

For  the  marshal  of  the  distii<*t  of 'Ken- 
*  lucky  .  .  .  .  u)0 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Ohio  -  -  -  .  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, eastern  district        -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, western  district       -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jackson  district       •  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, eastern  district        -1-100 

FortlR  marshal  of  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, western  district        -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, southern  district     -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
sfssippi,  northern  district    -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indi- 
ana -  -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois .....  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama, northern  district       -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama, southern  district       -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
souri ....  100 

For  the  marshal  ot  the  district  of 
Michigan     -  -  -  •       -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas        -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, eastern  district  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, middle  district  -  -  LOO 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor-  ' 
Ida,  western  district  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, southern  district  -  -  100 

For  tne  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, Apalachicola  district    -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Wisconsin  -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Iowa  -  -  -  •  100 

For  defra3ring  the  expenses  of  the  Su- 
preme, Circuit,  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia;  ate^  for  jt^^ 
rors  and  wimesses,  in  aid  of  the 
Ainds  arising  from  fines,  penalties, 
andforfeftores  incurred  in  the  year 
eighteen  htmdred  and  forty-three 
and  preceding  rears;  and  likewise 
for  aefrayingtne  expenses  of  suits 
in  which  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  prosecutions  for  of- 
fences committed  against  the  tJiu* 
ted  States,  and /or  the  safekeeping 

.  of  prisoners,  including  expenses 
imder  the  bankrupt  law      -  - 

MISCELLANEOtrS. 

Annuities  and  grants: 

To Josiah  H.Webb  -  - 

To  Rachael  Dohrman 

To  Elizabeth  C.  Pei ry 

For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers 
of  the  public  archives  in  Florida   - 

For  expenses  attending  the  prepara^ 
ilpia  of  the  results  and  accouit  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  for  the 
publicatioa  thereof,  ordered  by 
Congress      -  -  -  -      20/)00 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 


238,000 


25 
150 

900 

600 


52,595  15 
38,633  01 


the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 

Columbia     -  -  -  .       6.690  Si 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the 
eighteeti  months  ending  the  thir- 
tieth of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-three,  and  estimated  deficien- 
cy in  the  year  ending  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  formfour,  in  the  fand  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
as  estfiblished  by  the  acts  of  the 
third  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  three    ....      58,500 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  new 
custom-house  building  at  Boston  -      25,000 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellane- 
ous claims  not  otherwise  provided    ' 
for,  as  shall  be  admited  in   due 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury -  ,        -  -  -  -        6,000 

UGHT-HOUSi:  ESTABUSH- 
MENT. 

For  supplying  the  light-houses,  con- 
taining two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy  ei^  lamps,  with  oil, 
tube  glasses,  wick,  bufiskins,  whit- 
ing, and  cotton  cloth,  transportation 
and  keeping  awnratus  in  order 

For  repairs,  reuttiag,  and  improve- 
ments oflightrhonses,  and  buildings 
connected  therewith 

For  compensation  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  keepers,  of  light-houses, 
eighteen  of  tneni  being  charged 
with  double  lights,  and  one  .with 
three  .... 

For  compensation  of  thirty  keepers 
of  floatmg  lights 

For  seamen's  wa^res,  repairs,  and 
supplies  of  thirty  floating  lights 

For  weighing,  mooring,  cleaning, 
repairing,  and  supplying  the  loss  of 
beacons,  buoys,  cnains,  and  sinkers. 

For  expenses  of  examining  annually 
and  reporting  the  condition  of  the 
Ught-houses  ... 

For  superintendents'  commissions,  at 
two  and  one*  half  per  cent. 

INTERCOI7R8E  WITH  FOR- 
mON  NATIDNSw 

For  salaries  of  the  ministers  of  the 
United  States  to  Great  Britain, 
France,  Russia,  Prussia,  Austria, 
Spain,Mexico,  and  Brazil  -     d6,000 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  gf  lega- 
tion to  the  same  places       -  -       8,000 

For  salaries  of  the  Charge  des  Af- 
faires to  Portugal,  Denmark,  S«'e- 
den, Holland,  Belgium,  Chili,  Peru, 
Venezuela,  New  uranada;  Texas, 
Naples,  and  Sardinia  -  -  '  27,000 

For  salary  of  the  minister  resident  to 
Turkey        .  .  •  ^       3,000 

For  salary  of  a  dragoman  to  the  lega- 
tion at  Turkey        -  -  -       1,250 

For  the  contingent  e3q}enses  ofall  the 
missions  abroad      ...      15,000 

For  the  contin  gent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse  -  ^  -  -      15,000 

For  the  salary  of  the  consul  to  Lon- 
don -        -«         -         -         -      1  ,oop 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri* 
can  seamen  in  toreign  countries     -     25,000 

For  clerk-hire,  office  rent,  and  other 
expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Liondon         -  -       1 ,400 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  wiQi 
the  Barbary  powers  -  -       7,500 


46,969 
8,000* 
31,536  14 

10,456  14 

4,000 
4,804  73 


ai,870,n2  50 


A.  R.  804.  For  Hu  civil  and  HpUmutic  expensi%  of 
OovemmtfU  for  $ke  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtielk 
day  of  Jkne^  eighteen  hundred  andforty-fonr. 

For  compensation  and  roilesKe   of 

Senators  and  membersof  the  House 

of  Representatives  and  Delegates 

from  the  Territories 
For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 

clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives       ... 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 

other  incidental  and  contingent  ex* 

penses  of  the  Senate 


1638,^320 


39,567  50 


60,000 


A 


1 


404 
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BBC 


cflitrrMT 


MM 


rf^tll  I 


^ii^ 


PdrsUtiooenr,  foel,  pHntio^,  and  all 
other  incideQCal  and  cOBtwgent  ex- 
penaes  of  the  Hoose  of  Represema- 
tives-  .  .  -  - 

For  compensatiop  of  the  principal  and 
two  assistant  librarians,  and  mes- 
senger of  the  liibrary  of  Congress 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  library 

For  parchise  of  Dooks  for  said  library 

For  parchase  of  law  books  for  $aid 
UbraiY         -  -  -,         - 

For  laying  floor  of  principal  library 
room  with  hydraulic  cement 

For  compensation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates     ... 

DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
s^iger,  and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  department        •  .  . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
department,  viz: 

For  poblishiag,  tmcking,  and  diitrib- 
uting  the  laws,  and  packing  and 
distributing  documents,  tedodins 
proof-readmg,  labor,  boxes,  ana 
trans^rtation         ... 

For  stationery,  blank  books,  and  book- 
binding 

For  labor  and  attendance 

For  fbmiture  and  fixtures,  repairs, 
painting,  and  glazing 

For  extra  clerk-hire  and  copying 

For  printing,  lett^press  and  copper- 
plate, and  advertlBii»g 

For  Bfewspapers         ... 

For  books  and  maps   -  ... 

For  the  payment  of  all  claims  which 
Thomas  Allen  lias  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  printing  twenty  tboo* 
sand  copies  of ''the  Compendium  or 
the  Abndgment  of  the  Sixth  Census, 
by  counties  and  principal  towns,  to- 
gether with  the  tables  of  apportion- 
ment, as  prepared  at  the  State  De- 
partment, for  the  use  of  Congress" 

For  the  payment  of  all  claims  which 
Blair  &  Rives  Jiave  against  the 
United  States  for  printing:  ten  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  same^ocument 

For  miscellaneous  items 

To  defVay  the  expenses  of  distributing 
the  remaining  numbers  of  the  Cen- 
sus and  Statistics,  according  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress 

For  compiling  printing,  and  binding 
the  Biennalftegister 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  three   watchmen    of  the 
northeast  executive  building 
For  contingent' expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 

For  labor        .... 

For  fuel  and  light       ... 

For  miscellaneous  items 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks, 
messenger,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  hts  office  •  •  . 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Comp- 
troller, and  the  clerks,  messenger, 

.  and  assistant  messenger,  in  his  of« 
fice  .  .  .  ^ 

For  compensation  of  the  Second 
Comptroller,  and  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Audit- 
or, and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office      .... 

For  compensation  of  the  Second  Aud- 
itor, and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Third* Aud- 
itor, and  thexlerks,  messenger,  and 
assistant  messenger  in  his  office     - 

For  compensation  of  the  Fourth  Aud- 
itor, and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Fif\h  Audit- 
or^and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office      .... 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  the  clSrks 
and  messenger  in  his  office        *^  •» 
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5,000 

1,000 
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8,924 
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2,500 
3,000 

1,345 


1,200 

1,400 

700 


27,850 


22,950 


15,250 


19,^00 


20,900 


38,350 


20,150 
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13,750 


1,000 


700 


600 
450 
250 
400 


For  compensation  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  ^d  the  clerks,  ^les- 
senger,  and  assistant  ^lessenger  in 
his  office      -    .      .  -  -     28,600 

For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Gkneral  L*and  Office,  and 
the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughts-, 
man,  assistant  draughtsman,  clerks, 
messengers,  and  packers  in  his  of- 
fice ...  -     98,900 

For  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office       -  -      12,400, 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  exr 
penses  of  the  Treasury  DepartmeiU, 
viz: 

la  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  -  -  -       3,500 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals        -  100 
For  labor        -           -           -           -           150 
For  extra  clerk  hire               -          -       1,500 
For  printing,  (including  the  printing 

of  the  public  accounts)       -  •       2,550 

For  sealing  ship  repfisters       -  -  100 

For  miscellaneous  Items         -  •  700 

For  translating  foreign  languages    -  156. 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptrol- 
ler 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery     .  .  .  *  . 

For  payment  of  arrears  for  binding 
ana  printing,  incurred  previous  to 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two  .  .  •  -  - 

For  paying  for  the  printing  of  circu- 
lars and  forms  under  Qie  late  tariff 
act    - 

For  labor        -  -  -  - 

For  extra  clerk-hire    ... 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 
troller. 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery       ....  TOO 
For  labor         -          -           ...           200 
For  extra  clerk-hire    ...  400 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -  200 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ...  -  600 
For  assistant  messenger         .           .  350 
For  miscellaneous  items         -          -  150 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ...  -  450 
For  labor         -          -          -           -  250 
For  extra  clerk-hire    ...  150 
For  miscellaneous  items,  including 
printing  blanks,  and  one  hundred 
dollars  for  carpets  and  other  indis- 
pensable furniture   ...           250 
In  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        -           -          -          -           300 
For  labor        -           -          .          -           260 
For  extra  clerk-hire    -           .          -           300 
For  miscellaneous  items         -           -  150 

In  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery ....  600 
For  labor  .  -  -  .  50 
For  extra  clerk-hire  ...  100 
For  printing  ....  50 
For  miscellaneous  items         -           -           200 

In  the  office  of  the  Fiflh  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta« 

tionery         ...  *  325 

For  labor         -  -  -  -  125 

For  extra  clerk-hire   -  -  -     .       50 

For  miscellaneous  items        .  ,      >k  125 

In  the  Treasurer's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ....  500 
For  labor         ....  375 
For  printing    -           -          -          -  700 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -  350 

In  the  Solicitor's  office: 
For  blagk  books^binding,  and  station- 
ery     000 

For  law  books  ...  250 

For  printing  circulars,  blank  forms 
I      for  returns<tf  diirtrict  attomeya,  mar* . 


shab,  clerks  of  eourts,  ^nd  cdHectors 
of  the  customs        -       '    - 

For  labor         -  -  -  . 

For  miteellaoeous  items 
In  the  Register's  office: 

For  blank  Iwoks,  binding,  and  station- 
cry    - 

For  labor         -  -     -     . 

For  pTibting    -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  arrears  for  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  fbr  Mnk  boote,  binding, 
atoiTBiationery  -  -  - 

For  arrears  for  eighteen  hmidred  and 
forty  two^  for  printing 
Ih  the  General  Land  Office: 

For  stationerv,  indudinig  blank  books 
and  blank  forms  lor  dtecNsti  let  land 
offices  -  -  '        - 

For  fifty  thousand  pieces;  of  parch- 
ment and  printing  patents  - 

For  advertising  land  sales  in  newspa- 
pers and  in  handbHi  form,  public 
notices,  and  printing  circulars 

Fot  office  furniture,  and  repairs  of 
same  -  -  - 

For  nay  of  laborers  employed  in  the 
office  ■  -      ■     .  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  compensation  to  Samuel  C.  Da- 
vidson, for  carrying  mails  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  and  from 
the  city  post  office,  from  the  nine- 
teenth 01  May  to  the  sixth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  eight  watchmen  or  the  south- 
east executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 

For  labor         -  -  - 

For  fuel  and  light       -  .  . 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the 
commencement  of  the  building  of  a 
custom-house  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  pfeaent  site, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  deem  it  proper  to  change  the 
site  ---.-- 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his  office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery -  .  .  .  - 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals 
For  labor        .          -          .  . 
For  printing   .... 
For  miscellaneous  items 
For  books,  map,  and  plans    - 
For  extra  clert-hlre    .          .  - 
For  arrears  for^  newspapers  and  pe- 
riodicals prior  to  twentv-sixth  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two          ... 
For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  clerks, 
messeni?er,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  his  office  -          .          -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  ..... 

For  labor        -  .  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

Forcompensationof  the  Commission- 
er of  rensions,  and  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  his  office,  and  incln- 
dlnff  five  hundred  dollars  for  the 
half  calendar  year  ending  thirtieth 
June  .... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery .  -  .  .  - 
For  printing  -  .  -  - 
Forfuel  -  •  - 
For  miscellafleoaa  items 
For  compensation  of  the  «lerk 
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mtiaengcr  in  ibe  officeof  th«  Com- 

--^■igGeneral     -  ... 

B  items  for  Eaid  of- 


□undincvi 
For  miicelUi 


, *  OenerL 

For  d()iiltii{em  Bipeases  ef  said 
office,  riz: 
For  prinuBg  Army  Roister  snil  or- 
ders .  -  -  -  - 
Fm  Uank  books,  binding,  and  statiop- 

For  •itrt  clerii.bire   -  •    '       - 

For  olseElIaDeous  Items,  inelading 
(rre  httndred  and  nineiy.sli  doUan 
■nd  sixteen  cents,  ilneipendcd  tml- 
ance  of  fomer  appropiiatioitn       • 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 

nscMengei  in  the  office  of  the  danr- 

lerBastn  General    ■  -  - 

For  contiDj;enl  erpenses  or  said 

□fflee.  Til; 

For  blank  books,  bindiny,  and  station- , 

Forlibor         .  .  ■.  . 

For  printing    .... 

For  misceUnneoiu  ilems 

For  compensatioD  or  tb«  clerks  and 

mawnger  in  the  office  of  the  Paj- 

master  Qeneial        ... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 

ForbUnk  books,  binding,  and  stalioD-   ' 

*T 

For  faei 

FormisceDaneoasiienia        .  ^ 

FA  comptnsalloD  of  the  clerks  and 
mevenger  in  t'he  offica  of  Clothing 
and  Eqnipnge  at  Philadelphia 
For  compenmion  of  the  cieiks  and 
n>meDguiD  the  office  of  the  Com- 
■■ioary  Gtanerai  of  Subsistence 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  Til; 
ForElank  books,  bbdiog  and  Eiation- 

ety 

For  fitracleib-bire  - 

For  printing  andadTCtlting  - 

FVirEaboT         .  . 

For  fnel  .  .  -       '    - 

For  nuMellUieoaa  itetns 

osation  of  tlie  elaiks  and 

„  r  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 

EnginMf     -  .  .  . 

For  eontinxeni  eipensei  of  said 

office,  Tit: 

For  blank  boobs,  binding,  and  siailon- 

erj 

For  priniing  ■  .       - 

Ftorfnel  .... 

For  miscellaneoos  items 

For  eompeontion  of  the  clerks  and 

messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Sar- 

leon  Qenaral         ... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and, staiion- 


ft^. 


iiing 


4,SD0 
5,300 


For 

For' 

For  miscellBneons  ilems 

For  compensallon  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Col- 
onel ofOrdnance    ... 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station, 
ery  • 

For  printing  .  .  .  - 

For  thel  .... 

FormiKellaDeons  items 

For  eompenaaiion  of  the  clerks  and 
me»enger  In  Borean  of  Topograph- 
ical  Eogineers 
"-'  — ingeni  expenses  of  said 


Forlabor 

ForAiel 

For  mitcellaDeoDS  Ilems 

For  compcDSalion  of  the  si 
enl  and  fbnr  waiefamen  o 
wcstexKnttrebniUteg 


For  contingent  expenses  ol  said 
bailding,  viz: 
For  labor        -  .  .  . 

For  fnel  and  tight 
For  miscellaneons  ilems 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 
For  compensation  of  ibe  Secretary  of 
Ihe  Nary,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  nieasenger  in  his  ol- 
fice  -  -  -      ■    - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  Unding,  andsiaiion. 

ery    . 
For  extra  clerk-hire    -  -      ' '  ■ 

For  printing    . 
For  labor 

Pur  mtscellaneotis  items 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals 
For  payment  of  tnndry  bills  for  sta- 
tionery and  newsnapera  for  eighteen 
hondred  and  thirty-nine,  eighteen 
haodred  and  forty,  eighteen  hundred 
and  foriy-ooe,  and  eighteen  hnndrid 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Navr  Yards  and  Docks, 

ahi  the   dranghlsman,  clerk,  ana 

messenger  in  hts.office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 

bnreaa,  viz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station. 
ery 

Por  labor        .... 

Pot  miacellaneoas  ii«ns 

Forcompensalion  of  the  chief  of  Ba- 
rean  of  Consiruciion,  Equipment, 
and  Repairs,  and  ibe  assisMnt  eon- 
stroctor,  clerks,  and  messenger  in 
his  office       -  -  -  - 

Por  contiagenl  eipenses  of  said 

For  blank  books  and  stationery 
For  miscellaneous  items 
For  labor         .... 
For  compensation  of  ibe  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Provisions  and  Clothlne, 
and  the  doiks  and  messenger  fit 
his  office      .... 
Por  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bur  can,  riz; 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  staiion- 
ery  .... 

For  miscellaneous  items 
For  eompenaaiion  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
o(  Ordnance  and  Hydrogia- 
and  the  drtn^htsman,  clerk, 


tl' 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said 

IVrblank  books  andstaiioneiy 

For  miscellaneoos  items 

Por  labor        .  .  -  - 

For  compenMilcm  of  the  chief  of 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
and  the   clerks  and  ""——"-'  ■" 


__.  office 
For  conlingeiu  expenses  of  said 

Por  blank  Imc^s,  binding,  and  station- 
ery .... 

Por  miscellaneous  items 

Por  compensation  of  the  saperinten. 
dent  and  three  watchmen  of  Ihe 
soaihwest  eiecnlive  building 
For  conlingent  expenses' of  said 
building,  viz: 

ForUbor        -  -  .  . 

Par  fuel  and  lights      ... 

For  miscellaneotui  items 

Por  payment  lu  baac  Babbitt,  of  Bos- 
ton, in  execution  of  a  coniracl  made 
with  blm  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  for  the  purchase  rfBabbilt's 
"anli-attriiion  metal,"  pnrftanl  to 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forly-two  ... 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Por  compensation  of  the  PostmaBter 
General  and  ibe  Ihree  Assistant 
Postmasters  Qeneral,  and  Ihe  clerks, 
messenger,  and  three  asiistanl  mes. 
sengers,  imd  two  watchmen  of  ihe 
Fott  O&ee  Department     - 


nd  [Hii«dica 


For  Dm  day  iruchmin 

Var  cnrnpanauLon  o(  lamponiT  clerk* 

Far  l>lank  Jmokt,  blnitmg,  and  aiailMierj,  fornlibnt 

liaiwmi  accODd  Oclotor,  one  Ifcaiund  allhl 

FgrblaiikbiKJ'kAlndii>T,>ndalall<iDei7,ti>nirabad 

■- ■■- fli«  of  April,  alfiiuen  hiindrwdand 

ij  rounh  or  Mar,  ilfbmn  huD' 


■S 


drad  ar.'l  C 


Ee- 


I,  blndinf,  and  naUoaor] 


wan  vtiht  Ohiii,  and  iba  ctaiu  In  Iil>  olllu 
'atr«inpiniaa<ian  of  iha  ■urrajor  (ineril  hi  nil 

null  and  Mlaaourl,  aitd  ibe  clarke  toi  hie  oOka 
'iirciinipeiiaalionnl' ihtturveyor  general  in  Ai 


iignllnLODk- 
imyMfen. 

ian]  In  All- 
FiuCDiDpamuion  of  (liaHirrc^Dr  general  In  Ftor- 


For  compamcion  of  ttia  bd 

Fw  uimi«nmi"a  M  ihe  l j  — ,— 
alarit>pi.andIheckckgln  hiaofflca.' 


ikandll 


li>  bie  offica 


__, ^ .<  ihoCommjaalonMiif  Publk 

Boildlngiln  WaihiniioncKT,  and  >hg  ihr*B  a>- 

DNITKD  BTATES  MINT  AND  BRANCHES. 

For  compenndon  of  Tha  oOcar*  and  woA- 
men  of  Ihe  mint  ai  PhiladatiAhi,  •»: 
Forlhadlraeun- 


- . .  iscMtntal  and  cnniiogeiif  eipmaai,  Inc 

For  campnigatba  of  ihe  offltcn  and  work- 
man or  lbs  branch  mlM  at  Dahlooei*,  In 

For  Iha  lUporlBUwdeoi 


branch,  inclitding  tuaL  muarkli 
due,  and  irBiuga  of  inild 


ForiiTOi 


ifaa  malwr  and  rtSne 


2,600 

awn 

s.iiei> 


For  inci denial  and  conlla^ent  expenaa  ofaald 
brMth,  inciuJin*  fuel,  nalarhia,  Waltaoair, 
and  waalMfe  of  (toW  and  rtl»or 

OOVESNMBNTB  IN'tHB  TMtRITOBIKS  OF 
THE  UMITEO  ST&TEfl. 

For  comiwraalion  si  Itic  offiun  of  Wiacontln 


^ 


AM 


OON0fi£S^ONAL  OLOSH 


^ 


===a 


For  couUogeotexpeaftw  of  said  Territory  360 

For  oompciiaation  and  mileage  of  the  membera  of 
the  Lpgielaiira  Aineinbijr  of  said  Territory,  pay 
of  offlceri^  printiof,  lUiionery,  fuel,  furniture, 
poataae,  and  all  other  incidenui  and  miaceliane- 
oueoojecta  ....  17,275 
ForcompeDMiion  of  the  oOicert  of  Iowa  Teni> 

iory,»ix:  ,  

For  governor   .'  .  2,600 

For  three  jt^gea  .        5,400 

For  secretary  ....        14200 
For  contingent  expenaea  of  taidTeniiory  360 

For  compeoaaiion  and  mileage  of  then^embera  of 
the  Legislative  Aaaembly  of  aaid  Territory,  pay 
of  offlcera,  printing,  ataiionery,  fuel,  furoiture, 
poecage,  candhoa,  and  all  other  incidettial  and 
miscelianeoua  objects  20,176 

For  coiDpenaation  of  iha offlcera  of  Florida  Terri- 
tory, via: 
Forcuvernor  .   '     2.500 

For  fire  judges  .  .  .         9,500 

Foraeeretary  1,500 

For  contingent  expenaea  of  said  Territory  33U 

For  compenMiion  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  Legialative  Council  of  said  Territory,  pay  of 
officers,  atationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  ail  oiher 
incidental  and  miscellaneous  objectd  ,  .      27,125 

JUDICIARY. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Ju«^tice  and  the  asso* 
ciate  justices  of  the  {Supreme  Court,  and  the 
judges  of  ihe  several  districts  of  the  United 
States  ....      93,900 

For  tlie  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  clerk  and  messenger  in  hi«  office  .       6,600 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

Fur  thesaiariesofthe'chief  justice  of  the  District 
ofColumbia,  the  associate  judgee, '  the  judges*  of 
the  criuiinal  court  and  the  orphans'  courts  of 
aaid  District  .      11,700 

For  the  reporter  of  the  decleiona  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  including  araears  of  eighteeu  hundred 
andfortv-two  1,360 

For  tlieaalariea  of  lite  district  attorney  a  of  the  sev 
eral  districta   and    TerrKories  of    the  United 
States,  as  prescribed  by  law  8,410 

For  the  arrears  of  the  salaries  of  the  district  attor* 
Deysof  Maryland  and  Misaachuaetts,  for  the 
year  one  thuuaaml  eight  hundred  and  forty  two  400 

For  the  aalarles  of  the  marslials  of  the  several 
districts  and  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
as  prescribed  by  law  7,200 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  cir- 
cuit, and  dWioi  courts  of  the  United  Staiev,  m- 
eluding  tile  Dlstrici  of  Columbia;  also,  for  ju* 
rois  and  witMBses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising 
from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeiturea,  incurred 
in  the  year  e%hteen  hundred  and  fony-fbur  and 
preceding  years;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  suita  in  whidi  the  United  States 
are  concerned,  and  of  prosecutions  for  ofiences 
committed  against  the  United  States,  and  fur  the 
safekeeping  of  prifoners,  including  expenses 
under  the  bankrupMaw  .  .    373,000 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Annuities  and  grants: 

To  Josiah  H.  Webb  ,  .60 

To  Rachel  Dohrroan  300 

ToEiizabethCl  Parry  4U0 

For  aurvsy  of  the  Coast  of  the  Unitad  States,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  euperintendent  and  as- 
sistaots         ....     lOO/XX) 

For compeosat I nn  of  thetsro  keepersof  the  public 
archives  in  Fioeida  .  t,000 

For  expenses  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
aolvent  debtor*  of  the  United  States  2,000 

For  tl|e  support  and  maintenance  of  the  peniten- 
tiary of  the  District  of  Columbia  .        5,000 

For  repairing  the  cellar  of  the  public  store-house 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  suah  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  admisMon  e#  water  into  the  same    •        4,000 

For  repairs  of  the  cdstom  houM  at  Mobile  6,000 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  eighteen  months 
a^ing  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty- three,  and  estimated  deficiency 
In  the  year  euding  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty- four,  in  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  alck  and  disabled  aeameo,  as  eatab- 

'    liahed  bv  the  act  of  the  third  of  May,  eighteen 

Unodred  and  three  25000 

For  paying  the  cootractora  under  contracM  made         * 
by  itvadovernment  of  Uia  United  States  for  com- 
pleting the  Boston  custom-house     .  .      60000 

For  repairing  the  custom  house  and  post  office         ' 
bttikmiga  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina  bjOOO 

For  registers  for  ships  and  vcaael«,  and  liata  df 
ere  wa,  inclnding  cost  of  new  dies  and  plated  4,000 

For  the  payment  of  balances  to  officers  of  old  In- 
ternal revenue  and  direct  tax,  (being  part  of  the 
•mount  carried  to  the  surplus  lund  thirty-first 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight)  .        3,661  90 

Forptymantio  Joseph  Russ  and  Stephen  J.  Roach, 
in  full  for  labor  bestowed  and  money  expended 
in  lepalring  or  constructing  a  road  leadhig  from 
Penaacola  to  Tallahassee,  in  FloridB,  in  purau- 
ance  of  a  aettlement  of  their  account  under  tne 
act  approved  the  seventeenth  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtr-six,  entitled 
"An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Joseph  Russ  and  Ste- 
phen J.  Roach"  2,000 

For  lighting  Pennsylvania  avenue  150 

For  the  compensation  of  the  captain  and  naichmen 
for  the  city  of  Washington  6,700 

For  contingent  expenses  for  fuel  aad  light  for  said 
watch  .  .  ^  .  300 

Flar  payoMnt  of  the  books  ordered  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  on 
the  eighth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  47,102  76 

For  espa&sea  incurred  prior  to  January  first,  one 
thovamd  eigltf  boiidfad  aod  forty-tbiee,  fn 


clerk  hirf,  wagca  of  porter,  and  stationery,  of 
the  conimiasiuners  under  the  act  of  July  seven, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
*Ho  remit  duiiea  on  cenain  gooda  deairoyed  ty 
fire*'  .  '    .        '        . 

For  the  balance  due  to  the  late  commercial  agent 
St  St.  Chriatopher'a,  fur  diabunemenw  for  the 
relief  aod  protection  of  diatreased  Aoiericao 
aeamen 

For  enabling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pro- 
cure the  neceaaary  marioal  for  the  aeveral  cua- 
torn  houaee,  together  with  the  neceaaary  inatru* 
ments  and  apparatua  to  ascertain  the  relative 
quantity  of  saccharine  matter  in  the  different 
Irinds  of  sugar,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  lle|)resentativce  adopted  on  the 
twenty  first  of  July,  one  thoasand  eight  huadred 
anl  forty  two 

For  the  balance  due  on  the  second  volume  of  the 
Documentary  History  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution .... 

For  the  third  volume  of  the  D^Kumentary  History 
of  the  American  Revolution  * 

For  completing  the  indexing  of  the  public  docu- 
ments ccnnected  with  the  office  of  the  First 
Comptroller  and  the  office  of  tlie  Secretary  of 
theTreaaury 

For  paying  balance  of  expenses  in  full  for  nesotia* 
ting  the  Idans  authorized  by  the  acts  of  twenty 
first  *ily,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -one,  and 
fifteenth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

Fur  the  purchase  of  such  scientific  books  as  are 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  siausiics,  and 
fur  other  agricultural  purposes 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  tnkine  care  of  and  pre. 
Bsrving  the  botanical  and  horticultural  speci- 
niena  brought  home  by  the  squadron  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  . 

For  the  removal  of  the  statne  of  Waahington 
fVom  iia  preaent  poaition,  and  permanently  pla*> 
cing  the  aame  on  a  proper  pedeatal,  and  cover- 
ing it  temporarily  in  the  enclosed  and  cultivated 
public  erounds  east  of  the  Capitol,  dlrec.Iy  in 
front  of  the  main  entrance  and  steps  of  the  eaut 
f^ont  of  the  Ctpitol,  as  suggested  in  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  and  in 
the  leuer  of  Mr.  Greanou^h,  dated  February 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  referred  lo  and  reported  by  said  commit- 
tee in  connexion  with  the  memorial  of  Horniio 
Offeenough.  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  ibesaid  Greenough 

LIGHTHOUSE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

For  supplving  the  light-hnases,  containing  two 
tliousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  eight  lamps, 
with  oil,  tube  glasses,  wicks,  buflskins,  whiting, 
and  cotton  cloth,  transportation,  and  keeping  ap- 
paratus in  order 

To  reimburse  tl>e  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Phila- 
delphia the  expenae  incurred  by  them  in  con- 
tinuing the  light  on  the  breakwater  near  Cape 
Henlopen     .  .  .  ; 

For  repaira,  refitting,  and  improvementa  of  light* 
houaea,  and  buildiaga  connected  therewith 

For  compensation  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
keepera  of  lisht-bonses,  eighteen  of  them  being 
charged  with  double  lifhts,  and  one  with  three 

For  compensation  of  thirty  keepers  of  floating 
lights  .... 

For  seamen's  wages,  repairs,  and  supplies  of 
thirty  floating  lights 

For  weifhing,  mooring,  cleansing,  repairing,  and 
supplying  the  loss  of  beacona,  buoya,  diaina, 
and  sinkers  .... 

For  rebuilding  the  beacon  at  Black  Rock,  Con- 
necticut        .... 

For  expenses  of  extmioing  annually,  .and  report* 
ing  the  condition  of  Ught-housea 

Foranperintendenia'  commlnions,  at  two  and  one- 
half  per  cent 

For  the  completion  of  the  repaira  of  the  Potomac 
bridge  .... 

SURVEYS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

For  completing  the  survey  of  private  land  elaima 
in  Alabama,  and  their  connexion  with  the  ad- 
jacent public  lands,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  eigjit 
dollars  per  mile,  being  in  addition  to  the  appro- 
priation made  for  a  similar  object  by  the  act  of 
,  April  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight;  and  inclyding  n  deficiency  in  the 
existing  appropriation  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  ainl  seventeea  dollars  and  soventy-six 
cents,  to  pay  for  work  alreat^  coftipleted  and  re- 
tumcMi  .... 

For  completing  the  retracinsr  of  certain  old  sor* 
veys  in  the  State  of  Mitsissippi,  Ma  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  dollars  per  mile,  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  apnropi  iation  of  Mm.-% 
eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ferty, 
for  the  survey  of  private  land  claims,  and  con- 
necting the  same  with  the  adjacent  public  lands 
aouthoftbe  3lat  degnae  of  latitude,  at  the  #ame 
rate  .... 

For  completing  the  surveys  in  Miasnari,  In  the 
towns  nam^  In  the  act  of  May  twenty  sixth, 
onettiousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  tlieap* 
propriation  of  March  third,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one,  for  a  similar  object,  and 
including  office  work 

For  surveyina  the  public  lands,  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  former  appropriations, 
to  be  apportioned  to  the  several  surveying  dis- 
tricts, according  to  the  exigtocieaof  tike  pabtic 
atrrioe        •  •  •  . 
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For  the  survey  of  small  detached  icacta,  sittiaied 
in  Illinbls  and  Miaaouri,  principally  in  the  mil* 
itary  diatriet  of  Illinoia,  at  a  rate  not  exceedinf 
six  doliara  per  mile,  aod  iacluding  edlce  work  . 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

For  aalariea  of  the  Miniatera  of  the  United  Stales 
to  Great  Brilahi,  France.  fUaaia,  Pntaiia,  A«v 
trie,  Spain,  Mexico,  and  Brazil 

For  aalariea  of  the  Secretaries  of  Legaiion  to  the 
aame  placea 

For  aalariea  of  the  Charges  dee  Affairea  to  Perta* 

fal,  D  omark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium,  Chili, 
'eru,  Vcnezoela,  New  Granada, Texas,  Naples, 

aod  Sardinia 
For  outfits  of  a  Mlnitter  to  France  and  of  ft 

Charge  d' A  fllitres  to  Denmark 
For  salary  of  the  Minister  resident  toTnrk^ 
For  salary  of  a  dragoman  to  tiie  legation  of  Tur 

Icey  .... 

For  compensation  toaCommiasiooertotheBand 

wich  Islands       -  . 

For*the  contingent  expenses  of  all  tlie  miMioiis 

abroad 
Fur  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  Inter 

course 
For  I  lie  salary  of  the  Consul  at  London 
For  the  salary  of  a  Consul  at  Beyroat . 
For  the  relief'^and  protection  of  American  aeamea 

in  foreign  countries 
For  clerk  hire,  office-rent,  and  other  expenaea  ef 

the  office  of  the  American  Consul  at  London 
For  the  expenses  of  intercourse,  with  tlie  Bar 

barv  Powers 
For  cfefraying  the  expenses  attending  the  convey 

anceand  forwarding,  by  land,  and  of  (he  receipt 

and  delivery  of  maiki,  ietter<v  and  deapatchea  at 

and  between  Chagresand  Panama,  includinc 

the  compensation  of  an  agent   of  the  United 

Stales  at  each  of  said  places  for  the  above  par- 

JXWOfl  •  ■  •  ■ 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  services  of  the  General  Post  Office  for  the 
year  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eigh* 
teen  hundred  and  fonv-three,  in  conformity  to 
the  act  of  saeond  July,  eighteen  liondredaad 
ttiirty-six     . 

Via;  For  the  transportation  of  the  mall .  3,195.000 
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For  compensation  of  postmasters  920.000 

For  ship,  steamboat,  aod  way  laltera  .        8S;000 
For  wrapping  paper  18^ 

For  office  furniture  (for  ^e  offices  of 

poatmasters) .  7,060 

For  advertising  81^000 

For  mail  bags    .  \SfiOO 

Forblanka  30.000 

For  mail  locks,  keys,  and  stamps  9^000 

For    mail   depredioions    and  ipecial 

agents  SB,000 

Prnidedf  That  no  special  or  travel, 
ling,  or  post  office  agent  aoall  receive 
a  higher  compensauun  than  one  thou  • 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol  lara  per 
annum,  and,  ia  addition  thareto,  two 
dollars  per  dkiy  for  his  travelling  ex- 
penses. ^ 
For  clerks  for  offices  (for  the  offices  of 

poatmasters).  21^M0 

For  miscellaneons  MJOOO 

Provided,  That  the  President  and  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  have  the 
same  power  to  transfer  funds  fiom 
one  to  another  head  of  appropriation 
of  the  foregoing  appropriations- 
made  for  the  service  of  the  General 
Post  Office— as  the  President  and  amr  . 
other  head  of  an  Executive  depart 
ment  now  hate  to  transfer  fantls  ap* 
propriated  under  one  head  to  the  ser* 
vice  of  another,  in  any  other  branch 
of  the  public  service. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

For  taking  down  the  two  old  furnaces  in  the  crypt 
under  the  rotundo,  and  building  two  new  ones, 
cutting  out  the  neceaaary  flues,  and  doing  other 
work  connected  therewith,  according  to  a  propo- 
aition  of  John  Skirving,  under  tiate  of  February 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three 

Forconatructing  two  furnaces  under  each  end  of- 
the  fl:st  story  of  the  centre  of  the  Capitol,  for 
warming  the  tooma  and  paaaages  upon  and 
above  said  flrat  atory,  including  the  Congreaa 
Libraij  room,  according  to  the  propoaition  of 
John  Skirving  to  the  chairman  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildinga  . 

For  annual  repaira  of  the  Capitol,  attending  fur- 
naces aad  ^ater  cloeeta,  lamp-lighting,  oil,  la- 
borers on  the  Capitol  grounds,  tools,  keepinf 
iron  pipes  and  wooden  fences  in  order,  attien<V 
ing  at  the  i«  astern  gates,  gardener's  salatyi  aod 
top-dreaiiing  for  planta,  for  the  eighteen  months 
ending  thirtieth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-four         .  '      . 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Preaideni's  house,  m- 
doner's  salary,  laborers,  tools,  and  top-drasaMig 
for  plants  for  the  eighteen  moniho  entung  tbirti* 
eth  June,  out  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  .... 

For  the  amount  due  for  work  and  materials  on  the 
Treaaury  building,  on  the  General  Post  Office, 
and  the  bridge  on  Pennsylvarila  avenue 

For  Iron  railing  and  gates  on  the  lower  terrace  of 
the  Treasury  building,and  tripods  and  lamps  on 
the  {blocking  in  front  of  the  portico  . 

For  tripods  with  lamps,  for  the  falockilig  in  fnotof 
the  General  Post  G^ce   . 

For  repairing  damage  to  iron  pipea  by  freshet 

For  materials  aod  work  for  bulk^lMM  fraaie%aad 
doofib  u^  wi9dow%  io^the  cellar  of  tiM  Oiiwok 


1,461 


7,973 


ii,n9 

7,00141 


3^ 
20O 

mu 


m 


CONfiBESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


4or 


For  mubtt  buia  u  ib 

FMpVDrjUDd    Kol 


For  pniBIinf  ud  puMtaMng  chani,  und  oilMr' 

1*11,  IMputitwhliitin  icCDUDiorUietHKiiicrltp 
Df  iMail»VTlncMp*iUuiHi.  uiKlar  UwnipsrTn. 
ion  MHliUnuiDiiiifiba  Jgin  Cooimtuu  od  ilw 
UbnfT 
H.  R.  nX    To  «uU*  ih*  rraddnii  of  iha  ITnlied 

UaMbHwMi  Iha  Onllad  Suih  uid  *e  Chlnw 
■aiptn.«ianmorBUiDiHlH]i»i  ndpnctty  . 
B.  K.KH.3D.    Foreomloiiinf  SB  (ddlcioMl  d«k 


H.  It.  MC  f^  Uu  fnpaTV  afike  arnif  and  u/'lA*  fntUfory 
If  Anil,  arid  fir  onnorfu,  amnoli,  artw  and  nwntltna 
•/WV-,  owl  nrcnrt./ir  l kt  Aal^mJnuJor  ytar  nuifsr  1A< 

,ftrfjr>'*ra^  amd  far  Ike RkoI  year  brgiimitif  lAiflrtltfuy 
tfjult.tmt  IkmtatvicIgM  AundrKjond/'Brry  lArer,  and 
ndJKjlA*  lUrtirMday  a/Juii<,  «M  lAwtondnjU  Aait- 
ilrtt  iMtf  flirt]/ /am; 
rKniT  sTibe  aniiT  Rn  ibB  Nid  hilftiilndv 

Mr  Mid  flicil  jur  .  1^13,370 


And  for  ifid  flac&l  yaar  - 
Ph  cmnniiiuiDn  or  lon|g  I 
■Mhilfciikndiriur  . 
Ai)dlcr*>idfi>»lTur 


And  lii[  iiid  fiiul  ycu  (8,8W 

rDCHbMaocatnJiliidraj'a.cilyni.  .     lM,4(»«a 

Fet  ckHhhit.  ouDp  mid  pinKiD  aquipig*,  Ibr  Mid 

tttmi  nmr    ■  .  .     IW.DOO 

rer  n|iilU(a|ipnalB  dig  qmiuriBHiiir'a  dspKI' 

Bun  t.amU  hair  calaodu  yur  .  Mm} 

IndforwdOKaljar  .  .     l°t,IHO 

P.I  Ixmcki,  qiiantn,  uid  ■( 


ofumponi;  aiiiu»i»ali  id4  sf  gun  bonH* 
fbt  Uh  pcBUdllon  orcanDnn;  int  piirchua  ol 
Hoh  ud  naiarUi,  ud  q<  Ivnitan  rocihe  bir- 
nek.Rnnii,  nniarjiiiiiiURluc  offiun,  of  lMr< 


pnatat,fi)rHUIiurultn&iy(ir  lEOOO 

Ai>dbialdflKal)>uc  .  .     |M,00D 

FoiBinanidfbrcoaipkUnKihgiiiiiirrmadbu- 

dfimiiBnii,  eonONlBi  oF  paiKg*  on  pntiUc  lai- 

onini  of  Inqotrr,  tncladinf  ih*  »d.liiinial  tom- 
pniiioii  of  ]ud(a  adToaiu,  Demlun,  uHt  wii- 


n  p*T  10  •aMian  undar  ilia  i 
od,  Btgliwa  bonaird  and  nin 


la  wturvlhalT  duila*  unntil  ba  pcr- 
nn^a  wlihoai  racb  tU.  and  of  umponrr 
afanla  to  cbuf*  of  diaininiladirotia;  and  lo  ■sen 

ig  annkiT  undar  Iht  la  otOie  Mil  of  JniT, 
dlhuHifaundndutdUiliir'glcKii  eipoMliiuni 


ntllD[  on  dulj  wllkonl  uoopa,  luiaald  tlml 

n*  olMiwitailoB  of  Inopi  ud  airpllia,  tIi: 
TnjiapavtMiVta  of  Uia  umj  and  ha^fe, 
fretefai  and  forrbfq,  purchaaeor  hlraofTunaaiy 
BamBa,  olen,  uru,  «afona»  jind  luiira  for  Pur- 
pcmof  Innaporudon  D[(arri»D  att;injtft 
aadcDUfaiblraor  lumaun;  nnaponuhm  of 
(■ndalortli*  paTdepannianiieipgnHDrumn*' 
pon  tiatl«  and  of  pn-curinf  huh  u  auch 

psHH  fmn  ib*lr  •luuilou  nqidnlt; 

lUoD  of eluhlM  from  Iha  depattlPhi 
"■  '■"  —"on*  ofiha  in <...i-i..^ 


ibtpUcaagfnurchaM   .       .  .     ... 

trtat,  (0  mhIi  poinui  *a  ih<  eireni 
th*  MtTlcdteT  rcqainior 


uid  dclivatj,  uDdi 

foundriauid 


pailHilion  ofa  conipaunt  pcr^n  to  anparlnLaibd 
itw  naoaftwin  of  cumd,  rorikaiald  tlBal 

jttt         .  .  .  .    laofoo 

For  gnlsaiiea  ud  ordDAnea  wuna  ftv  iha  aid  tl*- 

istlhMddteaJrw     -  '    304000 

Fix  npaln.  loproxintna,  ind  nao  nKhlnir; 
MSpitagflaUamioir  KwlhaaaldfiKkl  yaai  SB.60II 


at  Haipei'i  Furr  irmair  for  (lio  uid  Oictl 
TcaT  .  .  SCUO 

For  arasntta  Ibr  Mic  aald  tlKal  rtar  W.OOO 

for  purcbuaor  ■shptiHand  brimaoaa  (01  lb« 

FoTFomplflUiiflEhtt  priDeipal  batldlnpoTibaatH- 
nil  at  ChaifHion,  e«uUi  CuiHIu,  fw  llM  mhI 
SkbJ  j«i    .  3^000 

For  Exptnaaa  of  propwins  dtuviaia  of  aWUlary 
forihauidflacalyear    T  *.  1,200 

For  auriaia  <n  ntertDU  lo  Iha  biIHiait  dafanct* 
□fiha  fmikr.  Inlaail  and  Ailuue,  loc  ilv  aaUl 


,  wlUnrBwtoia-DpanKatilp  cb 


iL  uid  hoapiEaJ  dcparunani  for  iba  auld 

linn  ibB  mstaonlodul  otiHiTipani  at 
HI  po«i  of  Tha  VnlUNl  Bulsa,  undo 
Uon  of  iHa  Sdrsaon  GeKnl,  for  add 


IG,000 

s.ooo 

16,1)00 


aourt,  MlBiUppl,OlitD,ADd  Aikuau  dnnfor 

And  for  aaid  SkaI  Jvt  '■  I 

For  ihaaoppon  of  iha  mUitary  ■udemr  for  ili« 

Bild:  '  * 

clina  for  iheatdhairolandu  jtu 

And  Air  Iha  »id  flical  •«« 
Far  commulalfon  o[  aubaM<  nca  for  axld  half  Fal- 
'     rndu  r«r   .... 

And  for  the  Bid  OVJil  jur 
For  coitimuuliofl  of  formga  lor  oCEcara'  Imina  for 

fortaldhajrcBUdariFur 
ADdfarnidflKalTur 

rndforiiklVauli^ear  '. 
ForinuMK  andaipannofllbrarrfotaald  half 


1,300 

daclytti    . 

W.973,184  11 

B-X-No.6e9.  ParlhinacalirreiafinUuhatfcaltiidaT 
ytar  bitiniting  Ihr firtt  dayitf  JavKoiy.  and  gndi'nf  fAe 
t/nrUelK  day  if  Juru,.  <yw.  il^md  c^U  Imm^ei  and 

darnfJuli.  ant  Ihautand  lifkt  hundred  arid  firrly  llrtt, 
and  tnding  lit  Ihirlielh  dxy  af  June,  ant  Ihauand  n(Al 
hundred  andjarlyfaur. 

naiT for  IhSBKl  half  calendH  jau  •I.IUJM  60 

AiidfltrlhenidtM»lyur  .  2,71E,80S 

yarda,  for  ihceiild  half  caludarynar  3G,S60 


DC  for  iba  MTfi  Indodlng  tr 


uenoar  jbbf  ' 

•;k  and  hunof  Iba  naval nriica,  Including  Iha 
laiinrcorpailor  Itiaiatdliair  calendaiyMI    . 


ln«iintaiiaiioii,ro^iheuidhal4«laDdaiy«ar  .  WlfiCO 
And  fornid  BkjiI  year  .                                   .  l,oaU,<iaO 

A^em^by  ihe  armed'raaM^  o^ha  Unliad  Blaira,  S,O0O 

Fo'r"l^rLiniou'ihrNttt  Hampatliie,  foe   lbs  hM 

halfFilandar  tear                                            .  I^BIO  4i 

And  for  Ihcnid  fiacal  year                ■'  MflM  H 

ForCharlaaiQwii,Ma«ichu»«tl»,rot  Ibo  aaid  half 

And  lot  iha  aald  BaFal  year  3),3T9 

ForBmoliljB,  TJiw  Toik,  r.rlhe»«Wlml  calen-  

datytiT       ....  IS.nOO 

And^ruribtialdBonlyaar              <  »,4<Ki 
Far   ihe  coralrarilan   of  a   Boaihi^  drydockal 

p;in  u  Iha  llacnury  oftha  Naiy  ataall  approTe  100,000 
For  PbHtdtlphta,  PeonaylTanla,  fee  Ikaaai]  half 

Atid  for  Iba  lalil  Baeal  yoar  ^070 
For  Waabington  niiOlcl  of  ColmnUa,  for  Iha 

nM  half  calaiidarym    .  G,Te7 


AndfonhaasldDKalVur 
Far  Brooklyn,  New  york,  for  Iha  aald  ha 


And  for  tha  (aid  fiacal  year  ..    ■■ 

For  FhiladalpbiB  laial  aiyluDii  for  th*  aaid  half 

ADd''loM^naidaKaI  yai 

Foi Chi^fon^'M^l^iiaalu,  lol  Iha  illd  half 

And  Jar  Iha  aald  (Ucal  yrac 
Fot  Bmobtyo,  Now  York,  for  ibc  Bid  half  ctloi' 

AnVf"lbe  aald  lUcal  year 
For  WubmiUHi,  DinriCL  of  Colainbi*,  loi  Iha 

And  for  Iha  aild  final  year 
For  Norlolk,  Virghila,  for  (ha  aald  half  cjdaiklar 

ADdfor  iheaiid  SKal  year  '.  ■J 


arfaga  and  ilKUjajawi. 


tt,se» 


aoa» 
wiooo 


pared  bj  iha  Hocreiary  0(  iho  Naiy  and  *■"'- 
byConfrcM  .  k.        '  i_i      tul 

iBMon  of"(Snir«,'approiad  oiihiamih  Febru- 
ary, one  ibooaand  tlehl  hundred  and  fsny.thrta 
MARINE  COKPa, 

For  pay  of  offlcora,  non-com minlonad  ollican, 
nmaleianii  piWaiea,  and  Mtvan",  aotvinj-on 
ahoR,  and  anbnuunr'e  of  offlcet*  of  ihs  laarlna 
corpi^  feribeMlrthalfcBUndityaar  ■ 

Andlanheaai^iaKalyeir  _     ■     ! 

For  protlaiuna  f"r  Iha  non-wmmlatlonod  "flUxt, 

men,  felling  on  tlmro,  for  the  aald  half  caleliillT 

And  for  Iha  iakl  flecalvcar 
For  cloihhig  Tor  ihe  laid  balf  caiandar  yfar 

Andforlheaaldfiacal  jtar 
For  fuel  Ibr  Uieeald  halfcalrndaryeai 

Totaaiibanaclii  in  repair,  and  for  rani  nruimpi) 

rary  bairacka,  for  the  aid  half  UiltDdir  year 
_AnJ  for  ihe  Sid  11.CI  year  .   _^_^ 


And  for  Iho  nldilteal  year  -     ,       "■    " 

[■or  milliarj  alorea,  p«y  of armoren,  ktaptnfarnn 


For  conilBgaol  expaniea  of  bH  corra,  tIi:  For 
frBiihI.Tarrlaia,  lolL  wharfnia.  and  outagai  for 
par  dltm  aUoiiana  for  aucndint  muiu  matUal 
and  couna  of  Inqid^;  companaiton  lo  Jodea 
adrocaioo,  bouae  rani  wbara  ihera  ara  no  pBb- 
lieqnarian  aeeigned;  perdlem  allmanea  10  an- 

iBddeuaaedmBTilK*:  prinling,  oUIionary,  1^ 
age.poouie  on  pub]icltiiara,eipaDKaln  put- 
tullof  deaarun,  undlw,  oU,  MOW,  Mrnct  tv 


CONGRBSSIONAI^  OLQBE. 


an-  uMb,  imJ  foi  inplni  a  hone  lorttw 

„_„i.i,forch«Midlnlfc*leod«jij»r  fl,9» 

Am]  r«  the  «tld  &>«<  76U  I7,M> 


Jtnt  day  e/' JuJy,  aw  lAmand  ti/Al  taindr«l  nnd  forlu- 
Uru-andati  lit  /irU4atof  Janumry,  mtllumtand tight 
laaukiiard  ftrjy->ur. 
To|M7  UisisTilidenoir  onlbe  raDi.  (ud  Ihon 
who  QiiT  he  added  during  tiie  firmi  heir  yoc  If 

ibe  hM  Intdi^or  JuljT  iwcniT  ibuiwuid'dsl- 
lanindon  Ibeiud  Dni  daj  or  Jiniun  laeii- 
17  ibiueead  .lollai)        .  40,000 

Ta  par  ■tdowg'  iienalOM  under  ihe  net  of  lane 
ibiitf,o»lltviiHHlelgkl  hundred  end  ihiny- 

TlMT0lli,1>uiaMe  Kho  mai  be  added  for  the 
'  Am  htir  jtu  of  one  (Moiand  elihl  hiindml 
aidfiiflT-Uina,>ea  Um  lliei  dij  of  Jgly  Ihne 
Ihoaeuhl  doltaii,  ud  on  ihe  Hid  fim  dar  ol 
JuDuj  ihna  DieiHDd  dollan  «,000 

To  paj  ihfl  elalina  or  widow  and.  crphana,  under 
Ihe  act  or  March  ibird,  use  ihoo-and  eighi  tiun- 
drad  and  iblrlT  aeien,  on  ihe  aaki  flni  day  of 
Jul]'  elfbi  ihouMuHt  dolfans  and  on  Ihe  aald 
Aral  da^  of  January  etgbi  thouasd  dollBie  16,000 

ieaiooo 

H.  K.  C70.  Fer  ttrtnw  /orUjdstioiu  of  At  Unilid  Slata 
for  Ua  haif  caUndar  year  beginning  on  ttit  Jlr$l  da^  of 
JaiMary,  and  aiding  an  Iht  lluTlitili  day  bJ  Jtait.  «nt 
Ofuand  tigil  Mitnarcd  an4  fbaylKrcti  aiuifoT  Ai /Ueal 
■rear  t  vfrniHf  •■  P" Jim  dos  of  July,  one  ihmaand  cighl 
itatdrm  and  Jtrly-Hrti,  and  ending  rmfAe  llurlielh  Say 
of  .Atw,  «H  Mound  agU  Jtundrtd  and /iriy  four. 

?M  r«p^  of  Fort  loJeuiMtence  and  h  wall, 
Cotle liUnd,  Boaun  hailior,  tor  cha  aaid  flaeai 

VoT  Fori  Wuim,  Boaoi  baibor,  for  ihe  aaid  half  . 
"•'  85,000 

£0,000 

'    .     is,ooa 

*wK  ruiiAuanw,  nnniB  uiBna,  lor  mo  VHi  haK 
calaDdvTiar  MM) 

And  for  iSe  laid  Bieal  jear  30,000 

ror  rebBildln«  Fon  TramkuU,  Kaw  Lnodon  Iw- 
boT,  CDnigeuicui.  tor  iba  eatd  half  calendar  ;a>r        KOOO 

_  And  for  ihe  aaU  (Ucal  jeet  .      40,000 

Pur  npaln  for  Fon  Klinra,  New  York,  lor  iba 
aaid  Ulf  calendar  jear  ,  bJJOa 

For  lepain  ofTtin  Ontario,  New  y«k.  Km  iha 
■UdbalfcaleodarTBU   .  3,000     ' 

And  (bi  the  aaid  fiaol  year  efltO 

FotFotiBchuilsr,  Bac  iligt,  Naw  Toik,  for  iha 
aaid  hAlfcalendar  Tur   .  .  S.CCO 

And  for  Ihe  mM  flical  rear  EOlooO 

For  lanaJn  of  F»rt  Wood,  Btdlow'a  ialand.  New 
Torthert>r,KewY»k,  fui  ihe  eeldaeul  year      !£,000 

Fer  r^talreof^Fennenillloij,  New  Vort  bartnt, 
New  Tork,  Ibt  the  laid  he(f ealenib  *iar  3JI0Q 

AndforlbeaiidOulTur  )G,00a 

For  npaln  of  Foil  WiMhiniwn,  Poiomae  Tlier, 
Maryland,  loiibe  aaid  flnal  year     .  T.GOD 

PM'FgriMHirKVIifnila.lor  iheiald  balfoalen- 
daryear       ....      KOOO 
And  for  Ihe  laid  Aac^  year  IKUWO 

Far  rapam  of  Pon  Macon.  SeaulOn  harbor.  Nonh 
Canlioa,(nihe  naldhilf  caltailar  year  em 

And  (g>  the  aaid  flesal  year  f^OOO 

Fer  prcaerTalion  ofatieaf  Fort  Macon,  Beaufoit 
halbsr,  NoTih  Caroline,  for  Ihe  aaid  ball  calen- 
daryaar       ....        aflXI 
And  lor  theeeidAarilyHr  13,000 

For  npaln  of  Fon  Caawall,  Cape  Fau  rirer, 
Nonh  Carolina,  for  ihe  _id  Aetal  year  fi,000 


of  BulliTaa'a  Iiland  aad  aiie  of  Fori  Houllrii, 

Araih  Carolina,  for  (he  eaid  flecal  year 
FM Port Biimiai,  ChafltaiMi  harbor,  VeaihlDan. 

Ilia,  for  tbeaald  lacal  year 
For  pieaerraiion  of  ilie  at  Fon  Jeboaton,  Booth 

Canillna,IOi  ihe  aaid  halt  ealendat  year 
For  Port  Fulaaki,  Oeorgu,  (011^  aaid  half  talea- 


30,000 


« 


■Mpplrl'tr, 
faland.  Bam. 

rebuildinf  hameka  at  Port 


For  ibe  conipJeiion  of  iha  worka  at  Fori  Smlih, 

Arkauaa,  for  Iha  nid  hall  caleodaryear 
7«(tb*e0B(ila(i0D0fbainCka,qiiaiiaiB,tii(lHo[e, 


I  dag  of  Jymt, 


on  for  Ike  hi! f  col 


dayaf  June,  ine  'l^eiitand  ligU  Aundrnj  und  forty  iitrii 
nnd/or  Hitfltealyiar  btginnait  Ike  JlrtI day  of  Jitly,  an 


And  for  Ihe  nkl  Ueaiyeai 


lid  half  calendaj  yeai 

ai>d  erphaiK  under 
-  -  -  thoaaand  elgbi  : 


dnd  and  iblny  aii,  Idi  ihe  aald  half 


kodlbii 

and  ihlny-aigtii,^! 


rearana  prior  to  July,  ooe  IhaitMnd  oiflK 
Iredand  l)ru*n,  payaUa  throufh  ibe  Third 

iter,  furibaaaid  half  calaodaryaai  1,00D 

lor  Ihe  aaid  Aaeal  yaai  ^000 

rearajaaand  balfpay  perwiiina,  ibnnigb  Iha 
nd  Audtior,  for  Ibe  laid  flacal  year  000 

If-pay  penaioaa,  payatile  ihtaugh  the  Thltd 
iIDr.foi  Ihe  aald  EnJ  year  3,000 

8l%lowiduwBDfieR]lui»Da[yiDldl«>     .    300,000 


"aytfju „ 

and  forihe/uatlyeiirbrginmnglhejirel 
Ihoutamt  cigM  hundred  and  forty  lirte. 

iJdrtiiU,  day  <g  J'^it. 

forty  four;  and /or  nth, 


tand  eight  hundred  andfwty-three; 
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And  ineludlMfanrhundled  and  filly  dallara,  pali 

' ■--  -'flaneni  Z.  Teylot  (bnwo  whil 

- 4  frooi  iha  Camancbe  Indiaiia,  an 

_  for  Iba  aald  Aacal  year    . 


I,  IL  (BT.    /V  cmrjripg  inla^tcl  lAt  treaty  hdieeen  the 
ton  on  fhe  ninlh  day  afAuguei^  one  lAoiudnd  eight  Aain- 


tbaaiDi  repair  of  Inainiiiieiita,  wafae  10  paieoBa 
DDiployed,  and  other  EOntlngeMaa 

of  Maina  and  Mnaididiatia,  in  tooSiinihy 

with  the  proiiiton  of  Ibe  llfIA  arttcia  of  llie 
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wof  tbaBUIaa  of 


«y  Iha 

»- 

Jiixeio 

N^B 

•V»N 

.R.67S. 

ForatpTorfcUmoreomnticten  L 
ga». 

akaMUi. 

afflcet  ID  be  uwoiniad  ta*  iba  aear 

ADd  fer  Ihe  Bvd  Aacal  year 
^aeootiBuilu  Uie  public  worka  u  ilia] 
ai  Jaai^u  Iha  Buie  ol  tLchigwi,  dx 

And  for  iheaa]  Aacal  year 


aodaGrTqrofilin 

aiUiy  of  eublkh'. 

Inf  ( iraten  of  electro  maf  neik  laleciaphe  by 

n.  H.aED.    For  the  paynwal  of  Hien  compaoiH 
0  f  Georgia  D  UiUa 

PRIVATE  CLAIMi. 
B.  B.3II    Baniaal  HBDiblMin 

Do  380  AllanHafen; 

Do  Ml  William  s.  etandnn 

Da  4£  Idwin  Banleii 

Do  4S  Feiir  Lionbernr 

Do  471  Caaper  W.  vTerar 

Ho  4n  RIctardRoah 

Do  483  Oimen  of  ihe  find  racatrM   In* 
the  Bniiah  GeremoiaBi  a*  an  b 

tuaid  Ihe  Commaiid  BoeamluB  at 

Do   484  JamnM,  Moaigan 

Da   «8  DaTidWalklBon*! 

lU   Sll  JoAtwDtaw  . 

Do    G4t  PawKLHoonkACo. 

Do   ta  Bnowr.Seala 

Do    588  Jaaea&OaUviaa 

Do   EeS  Jahnaon  Palrtcic 

Do   000  JoboBUiTiac 

Do   too  JehnCoce 

D4  tat  Thaaav  D.  anaoB 

Do   AST  Omiis  Randall  and « 

Do   B<(  Charlea  Waldron 

Do   A4T  John  Baadorph  Clay 

Oo  CM  William  Pabn 

Do    ««7  aaoigaA-Wlonlow 

Do    BB]  RapiaaamatiieaorRobertA.XaUy 

Do    70A  AadnwFlebai 

Do    701  Oamaliel  K.  Boiilh 

Do    TOT  William  W.  flutei 

Da   na  JahB  HodgklB 

Do    TBS  J<^DiklrTlnf 

'  -        IB.  Lowh 


Do    n  I  .__    _    ._ 

Do     93    Mary  W.  Thahipani 
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[We  commence  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  for  this  session  of 
Congress  (the  3d  and  last  of  the  27th) 

with  the  executive  proceedings  of  the 
Sen&te,  at  the  last  session,  on  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  made  between  Mr.  Webster 
and  Lord  Ashburton. 

Ratifications  of  the  treaty  were  not 
exchanged  in  time  for  us  to  publish 
the  proceedings,  correspondence,  and 
speeches  thereon,  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  for  the  last  session, 
to  which  they  properly  belong. 

The  Journal  of  the  Senate  in  secret 
session,  the  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  treaty,  and  the  treaty  itself,  are 
contained  in  the  first  two  numbers  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  for  this   ses- 


The  British  Trealy^Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


BRITISH   TREATY. 

[secret  session.] 


sion. 

All  the  speeches  niade  in  secret  ses- 
sion on  the  treaty,  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  written  out  by  the  Senatois, 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix,  and 

will  probably  fill  four  or  five  numbers. 
This  number  is  occupied  entirely  by 
Mr.  Benton's  against  the  treaty,  which 
is  not  concluded.  It  is  expected  that 
his  speech  will  nearly  fill  the  next  num- 
ber of  the  Appendix. 

We  shall  print  between  four  and  five 
thousand  surplus  copies  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  complete  copies 
to  all  persons  who  may  subscribe  for 
those  works  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1843. 

This  number  of  the  Appendix  will 
be  sent  to  some  of  our  friends,  with  the 
hope  that  they  will  obtain  some  sub- 
scribers for  us.  The  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  are  $1  each  for  a 
session.  The  extra  matter,  which  we 
intend  to  print  in  them  this  session,  is 
worth  the  money. — EmTORS  Congres- 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  BENTON, 

OP   MISSOURI, 
In  SeiuUe,  Thursday,  August  18, 1842 —In  opposi- 

sition  to  the  treaty. 
Mi*.  BEVTONsaid  :  I  speak  against  this  treaty 
not  so  much  for  the  Senate  as  for  the  country.    I 
mean  to  publish  my  speech,  and  that  with  the  full 
illustrations  and  quotations  which  it  is    unneces- 
sary to  make  here,  where  the  documents  are  in 
every  Senator's  hand,  but  which  will  be  necessary 
to  the  understanding  of  the  subject  by  those  who 
have  not  access  to  the  documents.    I  am  opposed 
to  the  treaty  qn  many  ^rounds;  and  first,  because 
it  is  not  a  settlement  of  all  the  questions  m  dispute 
between  the  two  countries.    We  were  led  to  be- 
lie ve,  on  the  arrival  of  the  special  minister,  that  he 
came  as  a  messenger  of  peace,  and  clothed  with 
full   powers  to    settle  everything;  and   believing 
this,  his  arrival  was  hailed  with   universal   joy. 
But  here  is  a  di<5appointment— a  great  disappoint- 
ment.   On   receiving  the  treaty  and  the  papers 
which  accompany  it,  we 'Itnd  that  a22  the  subjects 
in  dispute  have  not  been  settled;  that,  in  fact,  only 
three  out  of  seven  are  settled;  and  that  the  minister 
has  returned  to  his  country,   leaving  four  of  the 
contested  subjects  unadjusted.     This  is  a  disap- 
pointment; and  the  greater,    because  the   papers 
communicated  confirm  the  report  that  the  mmister 
came  with  full  powers  to  settle  everything.    The 
very  first  note'of  the  American  negotiator— and  that 
in  its  very  first  sentence,  confirms  this  belief,  and 
leaves  us  to  wonder  how  a  mission  that  promised 
so  much,  has  performed  so  little,    l^r.  Webster's 
first  note  runs  thus :  "Lord  Ashburton  halving  been 
charged  by  the  Clucen's  Government   with   full 
powers  to  negotiate  and  seitle  all  matters  in  discus- 
sion between  the  United  States  and  England,  and 
having  on  his  arrival  at  Washington  announced," 
&c.,  &c.    Here  is  a  declaration  of  full  power  lo 
settle  everything;  and  yet,  ailer  this,  only  part  is 
settled,  and  the  minister  has  returned  home.  This 
is  unexpected,  and  inconsistent.    It  contradicts  the 
character  of  the  mission,  balks  our  hopes,   and 
frustrates  our  policy.    As  a  confederacy  of  States, 
our  policy  is  to  settle  everything,  or  nothing;  and 
having  received  the  minister  for  that  purpose,  this 
complete   and   universal  settlement,   or  nothing, 
should  have  be^n  the  sine  qua  nono{  the  American 
negotiator. 

From  the  message  of  the  President  which  ac- 
companies the  treaty,  we  learn  that  the  questions  /correspondence 
in  discussion  between  the  two  countries  were:  1.  nl  gotiators.  The 
The  Northern  boundary.  2.  The  right  of  search 
in  the  African  seas,  and  the  suppression  of  the  Af- 
rican slave-trade.  3.  The  surrender  of  fugitives 
from  justice.  4.  The  lirte  to  tKe  Columbia  river. 
5.  Impressment.  6.  The  attack  on  the  Caroline. 
7.  The  case  of  the  Creole,  and  of  otlier  American 
vessels  which  had  shared  the  same  fate.  Tvhese 
are  the  subjects  (seven  in  number)  which  the  Pres- 
ident enumerates,  and  which  he  informs  us  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  negotiators.  He  does  not 
say  whether  these  were  all  the  subjects  which  oc- 
cupied their  attention.  He  does  not  tell  lis  whether 
they  discussed  any  others.  He  does  not  say  wheth- 
er the  British  negotiator  opened  the  question  of 
the  State  debts,  and  their  assumption  or  guaranty 
by  the  Federal  Government !  or  whether  the  Amer- 
ican negotiator  mentioned  the  point  of  the  Cana- 
dian asylum  for  fugitive'slaves  (of  which  twelve 
thousand  have  already  ^one  there)  seduced  by  the 
honors  and  rewards  which  they  receive,  and  by  the 
protection  which  is  extended  te  them.  The  mes- 
sage is  silent  upon  these  further  subjects  of  differ- 
ence, if  not  of  discussion,  between  the  two  coun- 
tries; and,  follon^Dg  the  lead  of  the  president,  and 


■    I'  ■       ^ 

confining  ourselves  (for  the  present)  to  the  sevea 
subjects  ol  dispute  named  by  him^  and  we  find 
three  of  them*provided  for  in  the  treaty — four  of 
them  not:  and  this  constitutes  a  ^reat  objection  to 
the  treaty-^an  objection  which  is  aggravated-  by 
the  nature  of  the  subjects  settled,  or  not  settled. 
For  it  so  happens  that,  of  the  sulq'ects  in  discussion,  ^ 
some  were  general,  and  afi*ected  the  whole  Union;  ^ 
others  were  local,  and  affected  sections.    Of  these 
general  subjects,  those  which   Great  Britain  had 
most  at  heart  are  provided  for,  those  which  most 
concerned  the  United  Statet  are  omitted:  and  of 
the  tbiggjggtions  of  the  Union  which  had  each  its  y^ 
peculiar  grievance,  one  section  is  quieted,  and  two  ^  . 
are  left  as  they  were.    This  gives  Great  Britain  an. 


/advantaj^eover  us  as  a  nation:  it  gives  one  section 
1^  of  the  Union  an  advantage  oyer  the  two  others, 
sectionally.  This  is  all  Wrong,  unjust,  unwise, 
and  impolitic.  It  is  wrong  to  give  a  ibreign  power 
an  advantage  over  us:  it  is  wrong  lo  give  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  an  advantage  over  the  others. 
In  their  differences  with  foreign  powers,  the  States 
should  be  kept  united:  their'  peculiar  grievances 
should  not  be  separately  settled,  so  as  to  disunite 
their  several  complaints.  This  is  a  view  of  the 
objection  which  commends  itself  most  gravely  to 
the  Senate.  We  are  a  confederacy  of  Slates,  and 
a  confederacy  in  which  States  classify  themselves 
sectionally,  and  in  which  each  section  has  its  local 
feelings  and  its  peculiar  interests.  We  are  classed^ 
in  three  sections;  and  each  of  these  sections  had  a 
peculiar  grievance  against  Great  Britain;  and  her» 
IS  a  treaty  to  adjust  the  grievances  of  one,  and  but 
one,  of  these  three  sections.  To  all  intents  and 
purposes,  we  have  a  separate  treaty— a  treaty  be- 
tween the  Northern  Slates  and  Great  Britain;  for 
it  is  a  treaty  in  which  the  JSorth  is  provided  for, 
and  the  South  and  West  left  out.  Virtually,  it  is  a 
separate  treaty  with  a  part  of  the  States;  and  this 
forms  a  grave  objection  to  it  in  my  eyes. 

Of  the  nine  Northern  States  whose  territories 
are  coterminous  with  the  dominion:^  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  six  of  them  had  questions  of  bounda- 
ry, or  of  territory,  to  adjust:  and  all  these  are  adjust- 
ed. The  twelve  Southern  slavcholding  States  had 
a  question  in  which  they  were  all  interested — that 
of  the  protection  and  liberation  of  fugitive  or  crim- 
inal slaves  in  Canada  and  the  West  Indies:  this 
great  question  finds  no  place  in  the  treaty,  and  is 
put  on  with  phrases  in  an  arranged  correspond- 
ence. The  whole  great  West  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  fate  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  demands  ^ 
the  withdrawal  of  the  British  from  it:  this  large 
subject  finds  no  place  in  the  treaty,  nor  even  in  the 

which  took  place  between  the  ne- 
gotiators. A  ne  South  and  tne  West  must  go  to 
London  with  their  complaints:  the  Noith  has  oeen 
accommodated  here.  The  mission  of  peace  has 
fuund  its  benevolence  circumscribed  by  the  metefs 
and  boundaries  of  the  sectional  divisions  in  the 
Union.  The  peace-treaty  is  for  one  section:  for 
the  other  two  sections  there  is  no  peace.  The  non- 
slaveholding  States  coterminous  with  the  British 
dominions  are  pacified  and  satisfied:  the  slavehold- 
ingandlhe  Western  States,  remote  from  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  are  to  suffer  and  (^omplain  as  here* 
tofore.  As  a  friend  to  the  Union— a  friend  to  iU5- 
liee— and  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  section  whicn  is 
both  slaveholding  and  Western,  I  object  to  the 
treaty  which  makes  this  injurious  distincUcn 
amongst  the  States. 

This  objection,  great  in  itself,  receives  emphasis 
from  a  cotemporaneous  act  of  British  legislation. 
While  diplomacy  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  was  giving 
a  separate  treaty  to  the  Northern  States,  legislation 
on  tne  other  side  of  that  sea  was  giving  them  a 
separate  trade.  This  results  from  the  new  com  law 
just  passed  by  the  British  Parliament,  and  ihe  great 
difference  which  is  made  in  the  rate  of  duties  on 
foreign  and  colonial  products,  and  the  admission  o| 
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American  grain  and  provisions  as  colonial  pro- 
^    ducdons  when  they  pass   throash  Canada.     Of 
'  course,  this  partial  legislation,  like  the  title  of  the 
one-sided  treaty,  is  m  general  terms;  it  speaks  gen- 
erally, and  prpfesses  nothing  o(  what  it  effects.  But, 
in  admitting  American  grain  and   provisions  as 
Canadian  when  they  pass  through  Canada,  it,  of 
course,  admits  none  but  of  the  States  coterminous 
with  Canada;  for  from  none  of  the  rest  can  it  go. 
In  admitting  this  wheat  at^  fraction  of  the  duty  it 
wottld  pay,  if  it  went  from  an  American  port,  a 
discrimination  is  made  between  the  neighboring 
States  and  those   distant  from  Canada.     This  is 
the  fact  now.    The  rate  of  duty  on  wheat  export-' 
cd  from  an  American  or  Canadian  port  sets  out 
with  a  difference  of  ftmr  to  one  in  fav'or  of  the 
Canadian,   rises  as  high  as  fifteen  to  one,  and 
averages  ten  or  twelve  to  one.  VThls  is  effected  by 
the  discrimination  between  foreign   and  colonial 
wheat,  and  the  sliding:  scale,  which  makes  the  duties 
tall  as  the  price  of  the  wheat  rises,  and-which  fixes 
the  foreign  duty  at  twenty  shillings  the  quarter 
(eight  bushels)  when  the  colonial  is  at  five  shillings; 
ai  fifteen  when  the  colonial  is  at  one;  and  whicn 
fixes  one  shilling  as  the  ordinary  and  common 
duty  on  the  colonial  wheat;  while  the  foreign  is 
only  admitted  at  that  rate  when  the  price  of  the 
wheat  reaches  the  maximum  price  of  seventy-three 
shillings  a  quarter.     One  shilling?  duty   on  the 
quarter,  is  only  a  penny  halfpenBy'(or  three  cents) 
on  the  bushel — a  mere  nommal  duty  on  what  is 
selling  at  from  seven  to  nine  shillings  (150  to  200 
cents)  the  bushel.    At  this  rate,  our  Northern  citi- 
lens  can  send  their  wheat  to  England;  so  that,  vir- 
tually, they  have  a  free  trade,  as  well  as  a  separate 
trade,  with  Great  Britain  in  this  great  staple;  while 
to  the  rest  of  the  Union  her  ports  are  nearly  closed 
against  the  same  article,  by  the  heaviness  of  the 
.  duly.    As  itis  with  wheal,  so  it  is  with  flour,  and 
with  all  other  grains  and  their  manufactures,  and  with 
l)eef  and  pork.    I  have  merely  taken  wheat  for  the 
illustration  which  a  single  article  affords.    It  is  the 
same  with  all  the  rest.    Barley,  rye,  oats,  Indian 
corn,  beans,  peas,  com-meal,  buckwheat,  buckwheat 
flour,  rice,  and  sailed  provisions— all  have  their 
place  in  the  same  sliding  scale,  and  with  the  same 
proportionate  difference  of  duty  between  the  foreign 
and  the  colonial.    Thus  a  separate  trade,  and  vir- 
tually a  free  trade,  in  the  great  staples  of  grains, 
flour,  and  provisions,  is  granted  Xo  our  Northern 
citizens  by  British  legislation   in  London,  at  the 
same  time  that  British  diplomacy  in  Washington 
gives  them  a  separate  treaty ! 

I  do  not  mention  these  things  because  I  repine  at 
the  advantages  of  our  Northern  brethren:  on  the 
contrary,  I  wish  ihem  all  possible  prosperity.  But 
I  mention  them  because  they  are  facts;  because 
they  are  strange  coincidences;  because  they  are 
novelties  in  our  Union;  and  because  of  the  effect 
which  they  should  have  in  our  judgment  upon  this 
treaty.  The  Senate  is  a  body  representing  all  the 
States.  They  have  the  harmony  and  the  unity  of 
the  confederacy  to  preserve;  and  it  may  be  their 
duty  to  correct  the  error  into  which  a  sectional 
negotiator  miy  have  fallen. 

The  failure  to  settle  all  the  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  agp^ravated  as  that  fail- 
ure is  by  the  sectional  and  mvidious  distinction 
which  it  makes  among  the  States,  is  a  circum- 
stance badly  calculated  to  recommend  the  treaty  to 
the  indulgence  or  to  the  partiality  of  the  Senate. 
What  it  does  contain  must  be  good  indeed  to  over- 
balance so  great  an  objection;  but  if,  instead  of  be- 
ing ^ood,  its  contents  are  bad— if  the  sins  of  com- 
mission are  to  be  added  to  those  of  omission,  then 
there  is  no  redeeming  qualiy  about  it,  and  un- 
qualified condemnation  should  be  its  fate.  This  [ 
hold  to  be  the  case.  1  look  upon  the  treaty  to  be 
about  equally  bad  for  what  it  contains,  and,  for 
I  what  it  omits;  and,  under  these  two  aspects  I  shall 
proceed  to  give  it  the  close  and  careful  examina- 
tion which  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  requires. 

The  treaty  comes  to  us  recommended  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
which,  among  other  advantages  gained  for  us,  he 
presents  an  acquisition  of  four  millions  of  valua- 
ble mineral  land  on  ihe  western  shore  of  Lake 
Superibr.  I  begin  wilh  this  part  of  ihe  message, 
because  it  involves  a  fallacy  which  it  is  necessary 
to  delect,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  recommenda- 
lions  which  are  made  in  favor  of  the  treaty.  The 
lact  i.s,  iiol   an  acre  of  these  four   millions  has 


either  been  acfiuired  or  secured  by  this  treaty;  the 
line  between  lire  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of 


ter,  by  this  treaty;  and  our  Secretary  negotiator, 
who  drew  up  the  message  of  the  President,  has  led 
him  to  sign  a  recommendation  which  has  no  foun- 
dation in  fiict.    The  message  is  in  these  words: 

*Tram  the  imperfecl  knowl^e  of  ihia  remote  country  at 
the  due  of  (he  treaty  of  peace,  some  of  the  deecripuoos  in 
that  treaty  do  not  harmoniae  wilh  Ita  uatural  featurea,  aanow 
BBcrrtained.  "Long  Lake"  is  nowl.ere  to  be  found  under  that 
name.  There  m  reason  for  sopposinf  ,  however,  that  the  shtet 
or  water  iotended  by  that  oMoe  is  Che  estuary  at  the  mouth 
of  Pigeen  river.  The  present  treaty,  therefore,  adopts  that 
estuary  and  river,  and  afterward  puriues  the  usual  route, 
acmes  I  tM  height  of  land  by  the  various  portages  and  small 
lakes,  ail  the  Hne  reaches  Rainv  Lake;  from  which  the  com- 
mittioners  agreed  oo  the  extension  of  it  to  its  letimination,  in 
the  northwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  region  of 
country  on  and  near  the  shore  of  the  lake,  between  Pigeon 
river  oo  the  north,  and  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St.  iiouls  on 
The  south  and  wost,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region,  Is 
thus  included  within  the  United  States.  //  eutbraces  a  ter- 
ritory of  four  miUiont  of  aeret  northward  of  the  claim  eel 
up  by  the  Britieheommieeioner  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent." 

The  message,  in  this  passage^  faintly  sketches 
a  dispute  where  no  grounds  for  one  existed,  and 
celebrhtes  an  acquisition  where  nothing  had  been 
gained.  The  line  from  the  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  never  was  susceptible  of  a  dis- 

Eute.    That  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
ead  of  the  Mississippi  was  disputable,  and  long 
disputed;  and  it  will  not  do  to  confound  these  two 
lines,  so  different  in  themselves,  and  in  their  polit- 
ical history.    The  line  from  Lake  Superior  was 
fixed  by  landmarks  as  permanent  and  notorious 
as  the  great  features  of  nature  herself—lhe  Isle  Roy- 
ale,  in  the  northwest  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
chain  of  small  lakes  and  rivers  which  led  from  the 
north  of  that  isle   to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Such  were  the  precise  calls  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
and  no  room  for  djspute.existed  about  it.    The  Isle 
Royale  was  a  landmark  in  the  calls  of  the  treaty; 
and  a  great  and  distinguished  one  it  was— a  large 
rocky  island  in  Lake  Superior,  far  to  the  north- 
west, a  hundred  miles  from  the  southern  shore,  un- 
inhabitable, and  almost  inaccessible  to  the  Indians 
in  their  canoes;  and  for  that  reason  believed  by 
them  to  be  the  residence  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and 
called,  intheif  language,  Menong.    This  isle  was 
as  notorious  as  the  lake  itself,  and  was  made  a  land- 
mark in  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  the  boundary  line 
directed  to  goto  thenorlh  ofit,  and  then  to  follow  the 
chain  of  small  lakes  and  rivers  called  "Long  Lake  " 
which  constituted  the  line  of  water  communication 
between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
a  communication  which  the  Indians  had  followed 
beyond  the  reach  of  tradition,  which  was  the  high- 
way of  nations,  and  which  all  travellers  and  tra- 
ders  have  followed  since  its  existence   became 
known  to  our  first  discoverers.    A  line  through  the 
Lake  Superior,  from  its  eastern  outlet  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Isle  Royale,  leads  direct  to  this  com- 
munication; and  the  line  described  was  evidently 
so  described  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  that  pre- 
cise communicaiion.    The  terms  of  ihecall  are  pe- 
culiar.   Through  every  lake  and  every    water- 
course, from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Lake  Huron  the 
languacreofthetreatyisthesame:  the  line  is  to  follow 
themtatf^of  the  lake.    Through  every  river  it  is 
the  same:  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  is  to  be 
followed.    On  entering  Lake  Superior,  this  lan- 
guage changes.    It  is  no  longer  the  middle  of  the 
lake  that  is  to  constitute  the  boundary,  but  a  line 
through  the  lake  to  the  "north  ward"  of  Isle  Royale— 
a  boundary  which,  so  far  from  dividing  the  lake 
equally,   leaves   almost  two-thirds  of  it   on   the 
American  side.     The  words  of  the  treaty   are 
these : 

1  "Th«nc«  th'^"«**  Uke  Superior,  northwaid  of  the  isles  Rot- 
a  e  and  Phillppeanx;,  to  ihe  Long  Uke;  thence  ihmugh  the  mid. 
die  of  »"d  Long  Lake,  and  the  water  commnnlcaiion  between 
It  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,"  dc  •' 

These  are  the  words  of  the  call;  and  this  va- 
riation of  language,  and  this  different  mode  of 
dividing  the  lake,  were  for  the  obvious  purpose  of 
taking  the  shortest  course  to  the  Long  Lakes  or 
Pigeon  river,  which  led  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woids. 
The  communication  through  these  little  lakes  and 
rivers  was  evidently  the  object  aimed  at;  and  ihe 
call  to  the  north  of  Isle  Royale  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gelling  lo  that  object.  The  island  itself 
was  nothing,  except  as  a  landmark.  Though 
large,  (for  it  is  near  one  hundred  miles  in  circum- 
ference,) it  has  no  value,  neither  for  agriculture 
commerce,  nor  war.  It  is  sterile,  inaccessible  re' 
mote  from  shore,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  the  use  to 
which  the  Indians  consigned  it— ihe  fabulous  resi- 
dence ol  a  fabulous  deity.  Nobody  wants  ii-- 
neiiher  Indians  nor  while  people.    It  was  assigned 


*u^txm^  J   .     iT ;■;;  "■;«' '"jr  -— -^'^  ^»        *o  the  United  Stales  in  theitreatv  of  1783  nnt\sa 

the  W?»<Js«chap|ed  for  the  worse,  nc*  for  the  bet.  H  possession,  but  as  «  landmark,  Md^MB^^e 


shortest  line  through  the  lake,  to  the  well-knowa 
route  which  led  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  pas- 
ed  to  the  north  of  that  isle.  All  this  is  evident  froa 
the  maps,  and  all  the  maps  are  here  Uie  same;  for 
these  features  of  nature  are  so  well  defined  that 
there  has  never  been  the  least  dispute  aboot  tbem. 
The  commissioners  under  the  GUient  treaty,  (Gen. 
Porter  for  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Barcl^jr  for 
Qreat  Britain,)  though  disagreefkiff  «bont  sevoal 
things,  had  no  disagreement  about  Ble  Royak,  and 
the  passage  of  the  une  to  the  north  of  that  isle.  It 
their  separate  reports,  they  agreed  upon  this;  and 
this  settled  the  whole  question.  After  goine  to  the 
north  of  Isle  Royale,  to  get  out  of  ti^  lake  at  k 
known  place,  it  would  be  absurd  to  turn  two  hon- 
dred  miles  south,  to  get  out  of  it  at  an  unknown 
place.  The  agreement  upon  Isle  Royale  seuled  the 
line  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  it  was,  and  as  it 
is :  but  it  so  happened  that,  in  the  vear  1*390,  the 
English  traveller  and  fur-trader,  Mr.  (afterwards 
Sir  Alexander)  McKenzie,  in  his  voyage  to  the 
Northwest,  travelled  up  this  line  of  water  comma- 
nication,  saw  the  advantages  of  its  exclusive  pos* 
session  by  the  British,  and  proposed  in  his  "Histo- 
tory  of  the  Fur  Trade,"  to  obtain  it  by  turning  the 
line  down  from  Isle  Royale,  near  two  hundred 
miles,  to  St.  Louis  river  Jn  the  southwest  comer  of 
the  lake.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk,  at  the  head  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  repeated  the  suggestion; 
and  the  British  Government,  forever  attentive  to 
the  interests  of  its  subjects,  set  up  a  claim,  through 
the  Ghent  commissioner,  to  the  St.  Louis  river  as 
the  bound&ry.  Mr.  Barclay  made  the  questiOD, 
but  too  faintly  to  obtain  even  a  reference  to  the  ar- 
bitrator: and  Lord  Ashburton  bad  too  much  can- 
dor ana  honor  to  revive  it.  He  set  up  no  pre- 
tension to  the  St.  Louis  river,  as  claimed  by  the 
Ghent  commissioner:  he  presented  the  Pigeon 
river  as  the  "long  lake"  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
onlv  asked  for  a  ^int  six  miles  sooth  ot  tbatrirer; 
and  he  obtained  all  he  asked.  His  letter  of  the 
17th  of  July  is  explicit  on  this  point.    He«dys: 

"In  conaideriinr  the  teoond  point,  it  really  appem  of  litUt 
importance  to  either  party  how  the  line  he  determined  thonoert 
the  wild  country  between  Lake  Supedor  and  the  Lake  of  tk 
Woode,  but  it  is  Iroportant  thai  toiue  line  shoald  be  flzad  aad 
known.  ,    - 

"I  would  propose  that  the  line  be  taken  (roro  a  point  aboit 
fix  mileaaouih  of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  Gruid  PonafeeMh 
mencee  on  the  lake,  and  continued  along  the  line  of  the  Mid 
portage,  alternately  by  land  and  water,  ta  Lac  la  Plola-^bees. 
Mting  route  by  land  and  by  water  remaining  common  1^  both 
parties.  This  Une  has  the  advantage  of  being  known,  aind  at- 
tended wilh  no  doubt  or  unc^nainiy  in  rnnnins  ir." 

These  are  his  Lordship's  words:    Pigeon  river, 
instead  of  St  Louis  river!  making  no  pretoision 
to  the  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  land 
supposed  to  have  been  saved  between  these  two 
rivers;  and  not  even  alluding  lo  the  absurd  preten- 
sion of  the  Ghent  commissioner !    After  this,  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  candor  and  veracity  of  an 
official  paper,  which  would  make  a  merit  of  hav- 
ing saved  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral 
land,  "northward  of  the  claim  set  up  by  the  British 
commissioner  under  the  Ghent  treatyl"    What 
must  we  think  of  the  candor  of  a  paper  which 
boasts  of  having  '.'included  this  within  the  United 
^States,"  when  it  was  never  out  of  the  United  Sutcsl 
If  there  is  any  merit  in  the  case,  it  is  in  Lord 
Ashburton^ in  his  not  having  claim^  the  200 
miles  between  Pigeon  river  and  SL  Louis  river. 
What  he  claimed,  he  got;  and  that  was  the  southern 
line,  commencing  six  miles  south  of  Pigeon  river, 
and  running  south  of  the  true  line  lo  Rainy  lake. 
He  got  this;  making  a  difference  of  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  acres,  and  giving  to  the  British  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  best  route,  and  a  jctot 
possession  of  the  one  which  is  made  the  boundary. 
To  understand  the  value  of  this  concession,  it  must 
be  known  that  there  are  two  lines  of  communica- 
tion from  the  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  both  beginning  at  or  near  the  mouth  rf 
Pigeon  river,  that  these  lines  arc  the  channels  of 
trade  and  travelling,  both  for  Indians  and  the  fur- 
traders;  that  they  are  water  coimntmieaiioDs;  and 
that  it  was  a  great  point  with  the  British,  in  their 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  to  have  the 
exclusive  dominion  of  the  b€^  commonicatlon.aBd 
a  joint  possession  with  us  of  the  other.    ThV  is 
what  Lord  Ashburton  claimed— what  the  tieM^T 
gave  him— and  what  our  ^crelary  negotiator  be- 
came his  agent  and  sdlicitor  to  oMain  for  hfm.    1 
quote  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  26th  of  lair  to 
Mr.  James  Ferguson,  and  the  answers  of  Mr.  Fer- 
guson of  the  same  date,  and  also  the  letter  ofHr. 
Joseph  JDelafield,  of  the  20th  of  July,  for  the  tnuh 
of  what  I  say.    From  these  letters,  it  will  be  seen 
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cstimoDjrtoJQStlfy  his  surrender  of  the  northern* 
oute  to  the  British;  that  he  pat  leading  questions 
o  his  witnesses,  to  get  the  information  which  he 
nranted;  and  that  he  sought  Ko  cover  the  sacrifice, 
)y  depreciating  the  agricultural  value  of  the  land, 
ind  treating  the  difference  between  the  lines  as  a 
Jiingof  no  importance.  Here  is  the  letter.  I  read 
ui  extract  from  it : 

**What  ifl  the  general  nature  of  the  country  between  the 
noaih  ol  Pigeon  nter  aad  the  Rainy  lakel  Of  what  formation 
is  it,  and  bow  is  iia  aarfacel  and  will  aox  conaldbrabfe  part  of 
ita  area  be  fit  for  cultivaiionl  Are  iia  waters  active  and  run- 
ning etreams,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  Stales?  Or  are 
Lheydead  lalcea,  swamps,  and  morasses?  If  the  latter  be  tbefr 
jeiieral  character,  *at  wtuu  point,  as  you  proceed  westward,  d^ 
the  waters  receive  a  more  decided  cliaracter  as  runniag 
itreame  7 

**Tbete  are  said  to  be  two  lines  of  communicaiion,  each 
partly  by  water  and  partly  by  portages,  from  the  neisbborhood 
Qf  Pigeon  river  to  tne  Rainy  laJce:  one  by  way  of  Fowl  lalie, 
the  Saganaga  laJce,  aiid  the  Cypress  lake:  the  other  by  way  of 
Arrow  river  and  lake ;  then  by  way  ol  Saganaga  lake,  and 
through  the  river  Maligoe,  meeting  the  other  route  at  Lake  la 
Croix,  and  through  thenver  Namekan  (o  the  Raioy  lake.  Do 
you  know  any  reason  for  aluching  great  preference  to  either 
of  these  two  lineal'  Or  do  you  consider  it  of  ro  importance,  in 
any  poiat  of  view,  which  may  be  agreed  to?  Please  be  full  and 
particular  on  these  several  points." 

Here  are  leading  questions,  such  as  the  rules  of 
evidence  forbid  to  be  put  to  any  witness,  and  the  an- 
swers to  which  would  be  suppressed  by  the  order  of 
any  court  in.  Hnglandor  America.  They  are  called 
"leading,"  because  they  lead  the  witness  to  the  an- 
5wer  which  the  lawyer  wants;  and  thereby  tend  to 
the  perversion  of  justice.  The  witnesses  are  here  led 
to  two  points:  first,  that  the  country  between  tlie  two 
routes  or  lines  is  worth  nothing  for  agriculture; 
secondly,  that  it  is  of  no  importance  to  the  United 
States  which  of  the  two  lines  is  established  for  the 
boundary.  Thns  led  to  the  desired  points,  the 
witnesses  answer.    Mr.  Ferguson  says: 

"As  an  agricuUoril  district^  this  region  will  always  be  valve- 
leis.  The  pme  timber  isoi  high  growth,  equal  forspars,  |ier- 
haps,  to  the  Norway  pine,  and  nr.ay,  perhaps,  in  time,  find  a 
maiket;  but  there  are  no  alluvtont,'no  arable  lands,  and  the 
whole  country  may  be  described  as  one  waste  of  rock  and 
water. 

"Vou  have  desired  me  also  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  any 
preference  which  I  may  know  to  exist  between  the  Hevcral  liaes 
claimed  as  boundaries  through  this  country,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

''Considering  tnai  Great  Britain  abandons  her  claim  by  the 
Food  Ju  Lac  and  the  St.  Louis  river;  cedes  also  ^gar  island, 
(oihsrwiss  called  St.  George's  island,)  in  the  St  Marie  river; 
aiKi,  agrees,  generally,  to  a  boundary  following  the  old  oomner 
cisi  route,  commencing  at  the  Pigeon  river,  1  do  not  think  that 
any  reasonable  ground  exists  to  prevent  a  final  detarmiDaiiuo 
of  this  part  of  the  boundary." 

Aad  Mr.  Delafieldadds: 

*^As  an  actlcultural  district,  it  has  no  valueor  interest,  even 
prospscuvefy,  in  my  opinion.  If  the  cliuMite  were  suimble, 
(which  It  is  not.)  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  saw,  in  my  expio- 
laiioos  itiere,  tillable  land  enough  to  suaiaioany  permanent  pop. 
nlation  sufficiently  numerous  to  justilv  other  settlements  than 
those  of  the  fuMraders;  and,  1  might  add,  fishermen.  The 
Jar-traders  there  occupied  nearly  all  those  places;  and  the  opiO' 
iuo  now  expressed  is  theonly  one  I  ever  heard  entertaioea  by 
those  most  experienced  in  these  Northwestern  regions. 

*There  is,  nevertheless,  much  interest  felt  by  the  for-traders 
00  this  subject  of  boundary.  To  them,  it  is  of  much  iraportsnce. 
as  ibey  conceive;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  of  national  imporunce.  Uaa 
the  British  commissioner  consented  to  proceed  by  the  Pigeon 
river,  (which  is  the  Long  Lake  of  Mitchcll's^map,)  it  is  proba- 
ble there  would  hare  been  an  agreement.  There  were  several 
reasons  for  his  pertinacity,  and  for  this  disagreement;  which 
lieioog,  however,  to  the  private  history  of  the  commission, 
andean  be  stated  when  required.  The  Pigeon  river  is  a  con- 
tinuous watercourse.  The  St.  George's  island,  in  the  St.  Marie 
nver,  is  a  valuable  ialand,  ainl  worth  as  much,,perhaps,  as  most 
of  the  country  between  the  Pigeon  river  and  liog  river  route, 
claimed  for  the  United  States,  in  an  agricultural  sense." 

These  are  the  answers;  and  while  they  are  con- 
chtsive  upon  the  agricultural  character  of  the  coan- 
try  between  the  two  routes,  and  present  it  as  of  no 
value;  yet,  on  the  relative  importance  of  the  routes 
as  boundaries,  they  refuse  to  follow  the  Uad  which 
the  question  held  out  to  them,  and  show  that,  as 
commercial  routes,  and,  consequently,  as  command- 
ifig  the  Indians  and  their  trade,  a  question  of  na- 
tional importance  is  involved.  Mr.  Dela field  says 
the  fur-traders  feel  ouich  interest  in  this  boundary: 
to  them,  it  is  of  much  importance;  and  it  is.  in  fact, 
of  national  importance.  These  are  the  words  of 
Mr.  Delafield ;  and  they  show  the  reason  why  Lord 
Ashburton  was  so  tenacious  of  this  change  in  the 
teundary.  He  wanted  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  fur- 
trade,  and  for  the  consequent  command  which  it 
would  ffit«  the  British  over  the  Indians  in  time  o^ 
war.  All  this  is  apparent;  yet  our  Secretary  would  j 
«Dly  look  at  it  as  a  com  and  potato  region !  And  ' 
Ibiaing  it  not  good  for  that  purpose,  he  surrenders 
it  to  the  British !  Both  the  witnesses  look  upon  it 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
suppose  some  equivalent  in  other  parts  of  the 
tKHmdaxy  ^as  received  (or  it.    There  was  no  sacb 


y 


equivalent:  and  thus  this  surrender  becomes  n  gia- 1 
tuitous  sacrifice  oil  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
aggravated  by  the  condescension  of  the  American 
Siscretary  to  act  as  the  attorney  of  the  Britiiih  min- 
ister, and  seeking  testimony  by  unfair  and  illegal 
questions,  and  then  disregarding  the  part  of  the  an- 
swers which  made  against  his  oesign. 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  long  upon  this  point,  because 
it  was  necessary  to  detect  the  fallacy  which  the 
President  has  been  made  to  sign,  and  to  expose  the 
subserviency  of  our  Secretary  to  the  mterests 
of  Great  Britain.  He  has  sacrificed  an  important^, 
boundary— important  for  war  and  commerce;  and, 
while  making  this  sacrifice,  and  surrendering  all 
the  country  between  the  two  routes,  he  makes  the 
President  sign  a  statement  which  leads  the  country 
to  believe  that  he  has  made  an  acquisition  of  four 
millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  land.  The  detec- 
tion of  this  fallacy,  and  the  exposure  of  this  sub- 
serviency, are  not  only  necessary  to  save  us  from 
gross  error  about  these  four  millions  of  acres;  but 
also  to  show  us  the  spirit  in  which  the  treaty  was 
made,  and  the  faith  with  which  the  papers  submit- 
ted, to  us  have  been  drawn.  Other  occasions  will 
occur  for  similar  detections  and  exposures.  And 
here  I  wish  to  say,  once  for  all,  that  I  consider  this 
message,  which  the  President  has  signed,  as  being 
the  work  of  his  Secretary;  and  that  his  fault  con- 
sists in  not  having  verified  its  statements  before  he 
signed  it. 

1  have  stated  one  general  objection  to  the  treaty — 
that  of  not  settling  all  the  questions  in  dispute.    I 
pass  over  other  general  objections  at  present,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
its  aetails.    These  other  general  objections  are  nu- 
merous and  weighty;  but  1  pias^  them  over  at  pres- 
ent with  a  mere  enumeration,  to  be  attended  to 
hereailer.    I  name  them  now,  without  stopping  to 
dwell  upon  them.    They  are:  That  such  a  negoti- 
ation should  have  been  committed  to  a  sole  negoti- 
ator, and  one  not  subjected  to  the  approval  of  the 
Senate,  nor  furnished  with  presidential  instructions  | 
to  limit  and  gt!Ude  him,  and  the  citizen  of  an  inter-  I 
ested  State; — the  assumption  of  this  negotiator  to 
treat  the  question  of  national  boundaries,  not  as  a 
question  of  rights  under  the  treaty  of  independence, 
but  as  a  matter  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  of  grants 
and  equivalents,  in  the  hands  of  the  negotiators; —  ^ 
the  omission  of  the  American  negotiator  to  keep 
minutes,  or  protocols,  of  his  conferences  and  prop- 
ositions;^the  obscurity  and   mystery  which  rest  ^ 
upon  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  difl!erent  propo- 
sitions;^the  assumption  of  the  American  negoti- 
ator to  act  for  the  British  negotiator,  in  presenting 
the  British  proposition  for  >the  Maine  boundary  as  < 
the  American  proposition;  and  the  unjustifiable  and  ' 
unfounded  arguments  with  which  he  pressed  that 
proposition  upon  the  commissioners  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  until  ne  succeeded  in  iHclimizing  that  de-l^ 
serted  and  doomed  State; — the  mixing  up  of  incon- 
gruous subjects  in  the  same  treaty; — the  irregular 
manner  in  which  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  has 
been  forestalled  by  private  consultations  and  con- 
ferences with  Senators  before  it  was  submitted  to 
the  Senate: — the  solemn  and  mysterious  hnmbug-i 
gery  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  has  been  made  to  playl^ 
a  part  in  ravishing  this  ratification  from  our  alarms, 
and  screening  the  negotiator  from  responsibility 
for  his  gratuitous  sacrinces;^-the  awful  apparition 
of  the  disinterred  map  discovered  by  Mr.  Jared 
Sparks  in  Paris,  with  the  red  marks  upon  it,  and 
wnich  was  showed  about  to  Senators  to  alarm  them 
into  prompt  action; — the  impressive  invocation  to 
secrecy  and  despatch,  lest  tne  British  should  get 
wind  of  the  aforesaia  map  and  letter,  and  there- 
upon renounce  the  treaty;  when  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  from  Lord  Ashburton's  letter  of  the  11th  of 
July,  that  the  sagacious  old  gentleman  had  already 
scented  out  these  secret  papers,  and  was  ready  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  them  if  new  negotiations  com- 
menced;—the  war-cry  which  is  raised  if  the  treaty 
is  not  ratified — a  cry  which  addresses  itself  to  our 
fears,  and  not  to  our  judgment,  and  which  would 
make  merchandise  of  national  honor  and  national 
rights.    I  pass  over  all  these  additional  general  ob- 
jections to  the  treaty  (or  the  present,  intending  to 
revert  to  them  in  good  time,  and  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  the  treaty  itself. 

The  northern  boundary  is  the  first  subject  in  the 
treaty;  and  on  this  Question,  (abandoning  all  claims 
of  right  and  title  under  the  treaty  of  independence— 
with  what  propriety  will  hereafter  be  seen,)  the  ne- 
gotiators proceeded  to  adjust  this  boundary  upon 
the  principle  of  compromise  and  accommodaiion, 
ceding  smd  conceding,  granting  and  .compensat- 
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ing,  until  they  brought  it  to  the  condition  in  whick 
we  find  it  in  the  treaty.    Waiving,  for  the  pnesent, 
all  remarks  upon  this  assumption  of  power  over 
our  national  boundaries,  and  tnis  demolition  of  th^ 
work  of  our  ancestors,  who  established  these  botind- 
aries  at  the  expense  oi  so  much  blood  and  treasure^ 
and  for  the  wise  purpose  of  covering  their  coun- 
try by  a  proper  frontier  waiving,  for  the  present, 
all  remarks  upon  this  point,  1  proceed  to  state  the 
grants  and  equivalents  which  were  made  on  each 
side,  and  shall  consider  the  value  and  importance  of 
each.    These  are,  on  the  side  of  the  British— 1.  Su- 
gar or  St.  George's  island,  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Superior.    2.  Rouse's 
Point,  and -a  strip  of  territory  in  the  State  of  New 
York.    3.  A  strip  of  territory  in  the  Stotc  of  Ver- 
mont.    4.    A  hundred   thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.    5.  The  quali- 
fied navigation  of  the  St  John  river,  within  the 
British  dominions.     6.  The  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived by  the  British  for  timber  cut  and  sold  on 
the  disputed  territory.     These  are  the  grants  and 
compensations  on  the  part  of  the  British.    On  the 
part  of  the  United  ^ates,  they  are:  1.  The  impor- 
tant national  boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  so  necessary  to  the  fur- 
trade  and  to  the  control  of  the  Indians.    2.  The 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  square 
miles  otterritory  in  the  State  of  Maine,  being  the 
same  and  the  whole  that  was  awarded  to  Great  * 
Britain  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.    3.  Eight 
hundred  and  ninety-three  square  miles  in  Maine, 
being  so  much  over  and  anovc  the  award  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands.    4.  The  establishment  of 
the  new  boundary,  on  this  side  of  the  awarded  line, 
from  lake.  Pohenagamook    to   MetjarmeUe  pass, 
one  himdred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  and  wholly 
within  the  ancient  and  natural  boundaries  of 
Maine.    5.  Thesurrender  of  the  roountaii^ bound- 
ary which  covered  the  State  of  Maine  and  com- 
manded the  road  to  Gtuebec,  iVom  the  head  of  the 
St.  Francis  to  the  Metjarmeite  pass— sav  150  miles 
in  length — ^and  being  so  much  over  and  above  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.    6.  The 
navigation  of  the  St.  John  river  within  the  State 
of  Maine.    7.  A  right  of  way  over  the  territory  of 
Maine,  to  reach  the  river.  8.  The  sum  of  S300,00O 
to  be  paid  to  the  States  of  Majne  and  Massachu- 
setts &r  their  loss  of  territory.    9.  The  sum  of 
about  9060,000  to  be  paid  to  the  same  States,  to  re- 
imburse their  expenses  in  protectmg  the  disputed 
territory  against  Great  Britain.     10.  A  naval  al- 
liance and  co-operation  with  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade.     11.  A 
diplomatic  alliance  with  the  same  power,  for  re^ 
monstrating  with  nations  against  the  slave-trade, 
and  for  closing  the  markets  of  the  world  against 
the  traffic  in  slaves.     12.  The  delivery  of  fugitive 
criminals. 

This  is  the  list  of  the  grants  and  eauivalents — 
these  tliej  concessions  on  each  side;  the  value  of 
which  I  now  proceed  to  examine,  beginning  with 
those  on  the  part  of  Ghreat  Britain. 

1.  The  first  of  these  concessions^  as  they  are 
called,  is  the  island  in  St.  Mary's  nver,  between 
the  lakes  Huron  and  Stiperior;  called  by  us  Sugar 
island,  by  the  British  St.  George's.  This  island 
has  been  in  our  possession,  and  under  onr  jurisdic- 
tion, since  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  our  people 
make  sugar  upon  it;  onr  Indians  inhabit  it;  and  lor 
upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  we  have  exer- 
c&ed  proprietory  rights  over  it.  It  was  ours  by  the 
treaty  of  17B3,  and  by  fifty  years'  possession;  but  the 
British  commissioner  under  the  Ghent  treaty  (Mr. 
Barclay)  set  up  a  claim  to  it  which  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton was  too  candid  to  enforce.  He  readiTv  threw 
it  up  to  us.  In  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  July,  he 
says: 

"The  otberihtofs  connected  with  thiab)t;B3ar7  being  satis- 
factorily arrange*^  a  line  ahall  be  drawn  (O  as  lo  throw  this 
island  within  the  United  Statea.'* 

This  was  prompt  and  handsome.  His  Lordship 
knew  very  well  what  he  was  about,  and  how  in- 
significant was  a  rich  island  comwed  to  a  com- 
manding boundary.  Sugar  island  nad  no  military 
importance.  It  was  good  for  sugar  and  grain,  but 
not  for  cannon.  Its  26,000  acres  of  fertile  soil  was 
a  great  object  in  the  eyes  of  an  agricultural  peo- 
ple, but  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  a  domineering  mon- 
archy- The  cession  enured  to  the  benefit  of  Mich- 
igan, and  sweetened  the  treaty  to  the  palate  of  that 
voung  State.  It  was  a  large  object  In  the  eyes  of  a 
young  State;  the  little  island  of  200  ^cres  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Detroit  river  was  a  mu«h  larger  one 
in  the  eyes  of  the  British!    The  iitUe  island  of 
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Bois  Blanc,  opposite  Maiden,  and  comojandine  the 
liver  Detroit  and  its  entrance  into  the  Lake  £He, 
was  worth  many  sagar  islands  to  th^m;  and  this 
they  look  good  care  to  save.»  In  Jane  1822,  Mr. 
Barclay,  the  British  commissioner  under  the  6th 
article  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  wrote  thas  to  Gkineral 
Porter,  the  American  commissioner: 

•The  undenixned.  lherefor«,  U  ready  to  cede  Sufar,  Pox, 
and  Stoftjr  tolanda  to  ih«  United  States,  provided  iha  commia- 
afoaer  of  the  UTiited  State*  acrecs  to  appropriale  the  ialand  of 
fioia  Blaijc  ^h  his  Majesty,  and  l^  establJah  the  line  in  the  water 
paentf*  Vietween  Boit  Blanc  and  the  ihiee  beforemeniioned 

The  little  island  was  accordingly  so  appropri- 
ated;  the  offer  o/ three  others  for  it  being  reinforced 

•  by  a  threat  to  refer  the  question  of  right  to  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  it  it  was  not  given  up. 
It  was  given  t;gp  in  183*2;  and  I  mention  the  cirenm- 
stance  to  show  huw  the  British  do  these  things.  A 
large  island,  excellent  for  raising  cabbages  and 
potatoes,  and  making  sugar  and  simp,  is  readily 
thrown  up  to  us :  a  small  one,  on  which  cannon 
could  be  planted,  was  pertinaciously  retained  by 
them !  The  taste  of  bjtn  countries  was  accommo- 
dated^ours  for  agriculture,  theirs  for  dominion! 
Like  a  sagacious  negotiator,  who  knew  where  to 
concede^  Loxd  Ashburton  surrendered  Sugar  island 
to  Michigan;  conciliated  that  State  in  favor  of  his 
treaty,  and  marched  straight  on  to  the  grand  object 
of  his  mission. 

2.  Rouse's  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
the  narrow  slip  of  land  which  includes  it.  This 
point  is  now  hailed  as  an  invaluable  acquisition, 
sufficient  of  itself  to  pass  the  treaty.  I  remember 
very  well  when  it  was  assigned  to  us  by  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  when  it  stood  for  nothing 
in  favor  of  the  award.  That  award  was  reiected, 
not  by  the  will  of  President  Jackson,  but  unaer  the 
action  of  the  Senate  and  the  two  interested  States, 
although  it  gave  us  this  now  prized  point,  cota  us 
no  money,  took  so  much  less  from  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  leit  us  the  long  and  lofty  line  of  moun- 

^  Uin  frontier  opposite  to  Gtuebec.  Rouse's  Point 
gained  us  not  a  vote  in  this  body  in  favor  of  that 
award:  it  now  becomes  a  gigantic  consideration  in 
/avor  of  a  treaty  so  much  worse  than  the  award. 
Be  it  so.  The  author  of  the  present  treaty  was  the 
<enemy  of  the  award,  and  will  doubtless  see  the 
propriety  of  explaining  the  reason  fur  the  strange 
contradiction  which  his  conduct  presents.  Histori- 
cal recollections  attach  some  interest  to  this  point, 
which  is  now  more  imaginary  than  real.  It  has 
been  the  scene  of  some  military  operations,  which 
the  growth  of  the  country  will  carry  to  a  more  dis- 
tant theatre  in  future  wars.  By  the  peace  of  1783, 
this  point  fell  within  our  limits,  and  that  by  the 
British  ascertainment  of  the  45th  parallel  or  lati- 
tude before  the  Revolution.  Thaf parallel  was  the 
boundary,  in  that  quarter,  between  the  United  States 
alhd  Canada:  its  rectification,  under  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  leit  out  Rouse's  Point,  and  the  little  fort 
which  had  been  commenced  upon  it,  to  command 
the  entrance  into  Lake  Champlain.  The  same 
rectification  of  the  line  showed  an  error  of  half  a 
mile  wide  in  the  northern  boundary  of  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  giving  that 
much  off  of  each  to  Great  Britain.  But  it  was  an 
acquisition  which  Great  Britain  did  not  want; 
which  she  has  refused  to  touch,  though  entitled  to 
it  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  which  has  remained 
in  our  possession  ever  since,  and  would  doubtless 
so  remain  forever.  Great  Britain  wanted  none  of 
our  republicanpopulation  added  to  her  Canadian 
possessions.  This  she  has  shown  by  near  thirty 
years*  refusal  to  receive  them;  and  her  minister 
was  the  correct  interpreter  of  her  policy  when  he 
readily  threw  up  this  point,  and  the  strip  along 
with  it;  taking  care  to  make  the  ea.sy  concession 
an  item  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  great  design 
on  Maine.  All  this  tne  British  negotiator  admits, ' 
with  a  readiness  and  good  feeling  which  does  him 
much  credit.    He  says: 

8P*  Ttie  qaestkMi  here  at  Issue  between  the  two  countnes,  wasss 
to  the  correct  deurmination  of  the  parallel  of  laritude,  and  the 
true  source  of  the  ConnectiCMt  river.  Upon  both  there  points 
decisions  were  pronounced  In  faver  of  Great  Britain;  and  I 
might  add  thatjthe  case  of  Ameiica,  as  mauer  of  right,  was  tnit 

•"It  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  very  great  importance  that  the  right 
of  paasaae  be  secured  for  American  veqpels,  between  the  island 
of  Boia  Blanr,  in  thn  riTer  Detroir,  (opposite  Fort  Maiden,) and 
the  British  shore;  the  channel  is  only  200  to  301)  yards  wide, 
and  Is  entirely  commanded  boih  by  the  islaiui  and  Port  Mak^en. 
At  prewnr,  ihrrrc  {s  nn  other  parage  for  oor  larger  claims  of 
vesMlifSleamtMiats,  &•'.,  and  it  will  require  much  ume  and  ex* 
pen«e  to  render  the  old  p&sMge  south  of  Qxo*  Isle  ariuiablr. 
In  short,  iht»  rtght  of  using  the  British  channel  is,  in  my  opin. 
ion,  absolutely  ncc«8gary."—«Vr.  HoHrt  SieuarC^  Utter  f 
^r.  Ife«fl#r,/i«/y27, 


feebly  and  doubiingly  supported  by  her  own  authorities.  I  am, 
nevertheleas,  dispMed  to  surrender  the  whole  of  this  case,  if  v^ 
thould  tueeud  in  tetlUngt  <u  propMedf  tke  boundary  of 
Maine. 

**Thia  concaaaioQ,  considered  with  referenca  to  the  value  of 
the  land  ceded,  which  is  generally  repotted  to  be  fertile,  and 
contains  a  poaltioD  at  Renae's  Point  much  coveted  In  the  course 
of  the  cootroveray,  would,  under  ordloary  cireuroataocsa,  he 
conaidered  of  conaiderabia  importaDce.  The  conceanion  will, 
however,  be  made  by  Great  Briuin  without  reluctance)  not  only 
to  mark  the  liberal  and  coiiciliaiory  spirit  by  which  it  is  desired 
to  distinguish  these  negotiations,  but  beeaoae  the  case  is,  In 
sooM  respects,  aoalogmis  to  that  of  the  Madawaska  seulement, 
iMfore  considered.  It  is  believed  that  the  settlers  on  the  narrow 
■trip  (which  would  be  transferred  to  Great  Britain  by  rectifying 
the  46th  parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  formerly  incorrectly 
laid  down,  are  principally  from  the  United  Biatea;  and  that 
their  opinions  and  habita  inelinb  iheln  to  give  a  preference  to 
that  form  of  govemraeot  under  which,  belore  the  discovery  of 
the  error  in  question,  they  supposed  themselves  to  be  living.  It 
cannot  be  desired  by  lier  Majeety  to  acquire  any  addiiioc  of  ter< 
ritory  under  such  circumstances,  whaterer  may  be  the  weight 
of  her  rights;  but  it  will  be  observed  that  the  same  argument 
applies  almost  exactly  to  the  Madawaska  lettlerayent,  and  jus* 
tifies  the  reservation  I  am  there  obliged  to  make.  la  these 
days,  the  convenience  and  hsppinessoithe  people  to  t>e  gov* 
arned  will  ever  be  the  chief  guide  in  transactions  of  this  dcsciip* 
tion.  between  such  Governments  as  those  of  Great  Britain  aad 
the  United  Skates.'* 

In  this  paragraph  his  Lordship  shows  a  consid- 
erate regard  for  tne  compromisecl  inhabitants,  citi^ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  living  on  this  strip  of 
land.  He  is  willing  to  give  them  up  for  a  consider- 
ation, though  he  declares  it  could  not  be  desirable 
to  her  Majesty  to  acquire  them.  His  benevolence 
is  still  8ul>ordinate  to  his  policy;  and  he  is  willing 
to  leave  these  Republicans  in  the  United  States, 
provided  the  main  object  is  accomplished  on  the 
frontiers  of  Maine.  It  is  clear  the  British  would 
never  accept  these  inhabitants;  yet,  to  sign  a  treaty 
denationalizing  them,  would  have  been  revolting  to 
the  public  feeling.  To  quiet  them  where  they  were, 
was  to  gain  friends  for  the  treaty.  The  strip  was 
narrow,  and  of  no  great  length—half  a  mile  at  one 
end,  a  point  at  the  other,  and  some, fifty  miles  in 
length.  An  area  of  twelve  or  fiAeen  square  miles, 
(some  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres,)  and  a  few  thou- 
sand inhabitantji,  constituted  its  totality  of  popula- 
tion and  territory.  Except  the  people,  it  was  no 
great  object;  but  to  sign  a  treaty  leaving  them  out 
of  the  United  States,  would  have  been  unjust  and 
unpopular. 

Rouse's  Point  is  the  prominent  object  in  this  con- 
cession; and  to  this  object,  historical  recollections 
attach  .<^me  degree  of  military  importance.  It  is  a 
point  for  commanding  the  entrance  into  Lake 
Champlain — the  best,  but  not  the  only  point  for  that 
purpose.  Further  within  our  line,  two  batteries 
from  opposite  shores  will  do  the  work  of  one  bat- 
tery at  this  point.  It  is  the  best  for  commanding 
the  entrance,  because  the  outlet  is  there  the  nar- 
rowest; but  its  only  advantage  is  in  the  difierence 
between  two  batteries  and  one.  The  British  could 
not  take  it,  except  as  part  of  the  strip  in  New  York 
and  Vermont,  which  would  bring  her  the  people 
•she  did  not  want.  That  she  attached  no  military 
importance  to  it,  either  for  her  own  defence  or  our 
annoyance,  is  evident  from  her  total  refusal  to 
touch  it  for  to  long  a  time,  when  indisputably  hers; 
from  her  readiness  to  give  it  up,  under  the  award, 
^without  compensation,  while  endeavoring  to  ravish 
prom  us  the  real  military  positions  which  were  in- 
disputably ours— namely,  the  islands  of  Bois  Blanc, 
Campo  Bello,  and  Grand  Menan,  and  the  mountain 
frontier  of  Maine.  I'o  us,  it  can  be  of  no  moment 
in  any  future  wars  with  Great  Britain.  We  can 
hardly  repeal  the  folly  of  border  warfare;  of  sum- 
mer operations;  of  isolated  invasions;  and  of  petty 
detachments  hung  upon  a  line  of  a  thousand  miles. 
Instead  of  that,  a  large  movement  will  probably  be 
organized.  A  hundred  thousand  men  concentrated 
upon  the  heart,  instead  of  diffused  upon  the  extrem- 
iuesof  Canada— march  ins;  upon  the  ice,  as  Piche- 
gra  marched  upon  Holland— going  to  Cluebec 
instead  of  going  to  the  little  posts  wTiich  line  the 
lakes;  in  such  a  movement,  neither  forts  nor  ships 
would  be  wanting.  Rivers  and  lakes,  instead  of 
obstacles,  would  become  bridges  to  the  invader;  and 
Rouse's  Pcint  would  cease  to  have  a  place  in  any 
man's  mind.  Still,  old  ideas  ^ve  it  aome  value. 
Its  name  is  connected  with  the  battle  of  Plattsburg, 
and  with  McDonough's  victory  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  It  is  considered  the  key  to  the  lake  which 
washes  two  States;  and  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled 
that  its  recovery  gratifies  the  onblic  feeling,  pro- 
pitiates two  States  in  favor  or  the  treaty,  and  fa- 
cilitates the  grand  object  of  the  British  mission. 
The  British  negotiator  conducted  skilfully  in  conce- 
ding for  a  price  what  he  had  no  wish  to  retain— what 
had  been  given  up  without  price  in  the  award— 
what  had  an  illusive  value  in  ^our  eyes,  and  no 


value  at  all  in  bis;  and  the  concession  of  which 
was  smoothing  his  way  to  Maine.  The  only  thing 
worthy  of  observation  in  this  acquisition,  is  the 
impoxtance  attached  to  it  now,  when  it  costs  S600^ 
000  in  money,  and  an  additional  slice  off  of  Maiae^ 
by  thtte  who  rejected  it  when  obtained  onder  Jack- 
son's administration  for  nothing. 

3.  The  cession  of  territory  in  Vermont.  This  is 
a  narrow  strip,  ninety  nu'les  in  length,  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  wide  at  one- end,  half  a  mile  at  the 
other;  giving  an  area  of  some  fitly  square  miles, 
or  about  30,000  acres.  It  is  a  slip  made  by  the 
same  rectification  of  the  line  on  the  45th  parallel, 
whieh  cut  off  Rouse's  Point  and  the  strip  in  liew 
York;  and  is  sulnect  to  all  the  remarks  wnich  were 
applied  to  it.  This  strip  in  Vermont  was  given  np 
by  the  British  negotiator,  for  the  same  reason  ht 
had  given  up  the  other:  it  could  hare  no  national 
consideration,  except  for  the  people  'upon  it  fiii 
Government  did  not  want  these  people,  and  would 
not  have  them;  still  it  would  be  wrong  to  disaoiet 
them  by  signing  a  treaty  which  should  leave  than 
on  the  British  side.  The  concession  which  quiets 
them,  strongly  recommends  the  treaty  to  the  State 
of  Vermont;  and,  taken  in  conjunction  with  Rouse's 
Point,  which  is  at  the  outlet  of  their  lake,  assures 
its  favorable  reception  in  that  border  State.  Two 
votes  more  for  the  treaty! 

4.  The  100,000  acres  assured  to  NewHampshiie 
between  Hall's  creek  and  Perry's  creek.  This  can- 
not be  called  a  cession,  or  a  concession.  The  Stale 
of  New  Hampshire  has  always  possessed  it,  and  al- 
ways exercised  jurisdiction  over  it.  She  was  in 
no  danger  of  ever  losing  that  possession,  or  that 
jurisdiction,  whether  the  Ghent  commianoners 
were  right  or  wrong  in  retiring  the  boundary  from 
Hall's  creek  to  Perry's  creek.  The  British  never 
availed  themselves  of  the  unacceptable  acquisition, 
and  never  would.  They  no  more  wanted  l^ew 
Hampshire  Republicans,  than  New  York  or  Ver- 
mont Republicans,  within  their  dominions.  The 
100,000  acres,  and  the  population  upon  it,  have 
been  just  as  much  the  territory  and  population  of 
New  Hampshire  since  the  Ghenttrea^  as  before  it 
The  concession  of  the  British  minister  changes 
nothing;  but,  while  changing  nothing,  it  prevents 
an  objection,  and  conciliates  support  (or  the  treaty 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

5.  The  qualified  privilege  to  a  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Maine  to  ni^vigate  a  part  of  the  river  8c 
John.  This  is  the  last  of  the  British  concessiotts, 
and  one  much  boasted  of  by  the  advocates  of  the 
treaty.  The  analysis  of  the  article  which  grants  this 
vaunted  privilege  will  show  it  to  be  restricted  to  a 
very  narrow  b^efit,  and  counterbalanced  by  rights 
of  navigation  granted  to  the  people  of  New  Bruns- 
wick to  the  same  river  within  the  State  of  Maine, 
with  the  important  addhion  of  a  right  of  wav  lo 
it.  The  river  St.  John^  politically  considered,  is 
divided  into  three  parts:  the  lower  part  wholly  ia 
the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick;  the  middle 
part,  by  the  new  treaty,  a  boundary  between  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick;  the  upper  part  wholly  withii 
the  State  of  Maine.  The  rights  of  navigation  ia 
this  river  are  thus  conferred:  so  far  as  it  is  a  com- 
mon boundary,  both  parties  living,  upon  the  waien 
of  the  river  possess  it:  so  far  as  it  is  within  the 
limits  of  New  Brunswick,  the  people  of  Maine,  b'v- 
ing  on  the  waters  of  the  river,  may  use  it  for  the 
transportation  of  the  products  of  the  forest,  and 
such  of  the  products  of  agriculture  as  are  not  man- 
ufactured, subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  British 
authorities  to  establish  the  oilgin  and  character  of 
the  articles:  so  far  as  it  is  within  the  limits  of  BAaine, 
the  neighboring  inhabitants  of  New  Bnmswick 
have  the  same  privilege  of  navijg;ation,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  territorial  right  of  way  to  reach  the 
river— a  privilege  not  granted  to  the  peqple  <k 
Maine  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Tnisis  the 
analysis  of  this  privilege:  and  what  does  it  amount 
tot  Not  as  much  as  the  law  of  nations  would 
give  Maine  without  the  treaty.  For  the  law  of  na- 
tions gives  to  the  people  on  the  upper  waters  of  nav- 
igable streams  the  right  of  passing  through  foreign 
dominions  to  reach  the  ocean — the  highway  of  na- 
tions. This  is  what  we  asserted  against  Spain,  in  tha 
case  of  the  Mississippi:  it  is  what  the  Anterkan  ne- 
gotiator of  this  treaty  now  admits  in  rektkmto  the 
Red  river,  the  Sabine,  and  the  Mississippi,  in  Avar  of 

i  Texas.  Reduced  and  restricted  as  the  privilege  is^tis 
but  a  small  matter  for  Maine  to  receivr,  no*Xii«  lor 
Great  Britain  to  grant;  and  is  coimterbalan<^  by 

Srivileges  of  navigation  and  of  way  granted  lo  her. 
luta  question  arises  here.  The  priri^geof  narign- 
tioA  grant^  is  limited  k>  the  Inhabitams  of  ^  1 
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tries  watered  by  the  rirer  Su  John.  It  does  not  extend 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  generally,  nor 
even' to  the  citizens  of  Maine  generally;  but  lo  ihoe 
who  live  upon  the  waters  of  the  8l.  John,  h  this 
within  the  competency  of  the  Ireaty-maklng  powerl 
Can  a  treaty  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  a  single  State,  or  of  part  of  a  Siate*?  If  so,  the 
"tMpnmi  law**  may  be  very  uneqtial,  and  the  Union 
ceaae  to  be  a  unit  in  regard  to  its  foreign  relations. 

This  completes  my  view  of  the  grants  and  con- 
cessions maae  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States 
by  this  treaty.  They  are  all  of  the  same  character 
-Huoching  for  Great  Britain  to  grant^  trifles  for  us 
to  receive,  and  bettet  given  up  than  retained;  be- 
cause undesirable  to  Great  Britain  in  themselves, 
and  iadiitating,  by  their  surrender,  the  grand  ob- 
ject <m  Maine.  Sugar  island  in  Michigan— Rouse's 
Point  in  NewYork— the  ninety,  mile  strip  inVermont 
—the  100,000  acres  in  New  Hampshire— though  no 
more  desirable  to  the  British  than  the  wooden  norse 
was  to  the  Trojans,  are  all  yielded  in  a  way  to  con- 
cib'ate  those  States,  and  to  leave  Maine  standing 
altine,  to  make  head  against  the  British  designs  up- 
on her  territory  and  boundaries.  I  say  standing 
alone;  for  even  her  mother,  the  old  Bay  State,  was 
purchased  off  from  her  defence  by  a  pecuniary  in- 
dtmnity  for  her  proprietary  rights,  and  by  the  hon- 
or of  furnishing  the  sole  negotiator  to  meet  the  ez- 
tniordinarv  British  special  mission.  Everything 
along  the  line,  from  the  four  millions  of  fine  min- 
eral land  beyond  Lake  Superior  to  the  lon(?  sheep- 
walk  in  Vermont,  is  promptly  thrown  up;  and, 
from  the  alacrity  with  which  these  concessions  (as 
they  are  called)  are  made,  and  from  the  anxiety  of 
the  sagacious  negotiator  to  please  the  border  States, 
it  may  be  almost  inferred  that  it  was  matter  of  re- 

{;ret  that  there  was  no  fine  mineral  land — no  sweet 
ittle  island — ^no  commanding  point — no  long  nar- 
row slip — no  pretty  little  creeks — along  the  confines 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  to  be  flung  up  to  those 
two  States,  in  the  like  gracious  manner.  In  that 
event,  the  border  States  might  have  been  unani- 
mous; and  not  a  chance  for  a  vote  against  the  treaty 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Such  are  the  grants  and  concessions  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States :  few  in  number,  small 
ia  value,  nothing  for  her  to  yield,  injurious  to  her 
to  retain,  and  already  ours  as  effectually  without 
the  trea^  as  with  it.  Except  the  restricted  and 
cqmpensated  navigation  of  the  lower  St.  John,  all 
the  rest  was  already  ours— ours  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  by  the  fact  that  Great  Britain  wanted 
none  of  these  slips,  or  islands,  or  points  of  land, 
with  the  incumbrance  of  their  republican  inhabit- 
ants, which  she  makes  a  merit  of  yielding  to  us. 
Not  so  with  our  pfrants  to  her,  Thev  axe  large  and 
valuable— material  for  her  to  receive — dangerous 
and  injarious  for  us  to  vield— and  involving,  not 
only  territory,  but  natural  boundaries;  aoid  aamil- 
ting  a  foreign  power  within  the  limits  which  Na- 
ture herself  and  the  treaty  of  '83  had  prescribed 
for  the  frontier  of  an  independent  nation.  And 
here  I  frankly  accost  the  subject,  and  say  that,  if 
our  negotiator,  in  forming  a  general  treaty  for  all 
the  States,  and  in  settling  all  the  subjects  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  had  yielded  to  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  all  that  the  award  of  the  Kinf  of  the 
Netherlands  granted,  I  should  have  said  not  a 
word.  But,  in  transcending  that  award,  which  he 
himself  opposed  as  yielding  too  much— in  giving 
up  more  now  than  the  British  Government  demand- 
ed at  the  time  of  that  award — in  doing  this,  I  find 
reasons  for  aniazement  and  disapprobation.  I  am 
astonished  at  what  I  behold;  and  shall  proceed  to 
state  the  number  and  the  magnitude  of  the  sacri- 
fices we  have  made;  and  demand,  from  the  friends 
of  the  negotiator,  the  causes  and  the  reasons  for 
such  extraordinary  concessions. 

These  concessions  are: 

1.  The  boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  all  the  territory  be- 
tween the  true  and  important  bounds rv  abandoned, 
and  the  false  and  insignificant  one  adopted.  The 
amount  of  territory  sacrificed  is  large— several 
hundred  thousand  acres— and  as  good  for  fine  min- 
erals as  anjr  of  the  four  millions  pretended  to  have 
been  acquired.  But  it  is  not  as  territory  that  the 
loss  is  felt.   It  is  in  giving  the  British  fur-traders  the 

Seat  water-line,  which  facilitates  the  trade  with  the 
dians.  and  gives^  control  over  them  in  time  of 
war.  By  the  treaty  of  1783,  this  water-line  was 
the  boundary  t)etween  the  two  countries  and  its 
nse  common  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  each. 
By  this  treaty,  it  becomes  exclusively  British  I  A 
pew  md  inferior  line  is  established  farther  south, 


encroaching  upon  our  territory;  and  of  this  the 
British  have  the  common  use  jointly  with  our- 
selves! 

3.  All  the  cotmtry  awarded  by  the  King  of  the 
Netheriands— being  S,1 19  square  miles,  or  2,636,160 
acres  in  extent— >all  this  is  given  up;  and,  since  the 
evaporation  of  the  four  millions  of  acres  ot  fine 
mineral  land  on  the  west  of  Lake  Superior,  there  is 
not  a  pretext  of  an  equivalent  for  it.  That  award 
gave  Rouse's  Point  as  the  eouivalent:  this  treaty 
pays  money  for  that  point,  and  makes  a  gift  to  the 
British  of  these  2,119  square  miles.  To  mitigate 
the  enormity  of  this  barefaced  sacrifice,  our  Secre- 
tary negotiator  enters  into  a  description  of  the  soil, 
and  avers  it, to  be  unfit  for  cultivation.  What  if  it 
were  sol  It  is  still  rich  enough  to  bear  cannon, 
and  to  carry  the  smuggler's  cart;  and  that  is  the 
crop  Great  Britain  wishes  to  plant  upon  it.  Gibral- 
tar and  Malta  are  rocks;  yet  Great  Britain  would 
not  exchange  them  for  the  deltas  of  the  Nile  and  of 
the  Ganges,  It  is  not  for  growing  potatoes  and 
cabbages  that  she  has  fixed  her  eye,  since  the  late 
war,  on  this  slice  of  Maine;  but  for  trade  and  war- 
to  consolidate  her  power  on  our  northeastern  bor- 
der, and  to  realize  all  the  advantages  which  steam 
power  gives  to  her  new  military,  and  naval,  and 
commercial  station  in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  and  her 
new  route  for  trade  and  war  through  Halifax  and 
Maine  to  Cluebec.  She  wants  it  for  great  military 
and  commercial  purposes;  and  it  is  pitiful  and  con- 
temptible in  our  negotiator  to  depreciate  the  sacri- 
fice as  being  poor  land,  unfit  for  cultivation,  when 
power  and  dominion  jiot  potatoes  and  cabbages,  is 
the  object  at  stake.  But  the  fact  is,  that  much  of 
this  land  is  good;  so  that  the  excuse  for  surrender- 
ing it  without  compensation  is  unfounded  as  well 
as  absurd. 

3.  Eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  square  miles 
of  territory,  equal  to  571^20  acres,  on  this  side  of 
the  line  awarded  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
And  here  our  amazement  becomes  intense,  and  the 
want  of  protocols  and  minutes  of  conferences  be- 
cpmts  manifest,  in  leaving  us  in  total  darkness  as 
to  the  origin,  progress,  and  inducements  to  this  un- 
expected ana  gratuitous  sacrifice.  Let  the  Senate 
remember  that,  immediately  on  the  rendition  of  the 
award,  the  British  Government  declared  their  as- 
sent to  it,  filed  their  acceptance  with  the  arbitra- 
tor, notified  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States 
of  what  she  had  done,  and  formally  demanded  its 
fulfilment.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1831,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  promulgation  of  the  award,  that 
Sir  Charles  Vaughan  (the  then  British  minister) 
gave  this  notification  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment, and  called  upon  it  to  execute  the  award. 
President  Jackson  was  not  the  author  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.  It  was  made 
before  he  came  into  power,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
clause  in  the  Ghent  treaty,  which,  instead  of  fol* 
lowing  the  former  treaties,  an^  referring  the  differ- 
ence as  to  the  highlands  (if  any  arose  between  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  run  the  line)  to  another 
commissioner  appointed  on  the  spot  to  decide  be- 
tween the  two  opinions; — instead  ef  following  this 
old  and  plain  course,  the  Ghent  treaty  directed  the 
difference  to  be  referred  to  a  friendly  sovereign. 
The  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  that  sovereign; 
and  his  award  was  adverse  to  the  title  of  Maine. 
President  Jackson  disapproved  the  reference;  but, 
having  been  made  by  his  predecessor  in  office^  he 
felt  bound  in  honor  to  acouiesce  in  the  award. 
That  was  his  individual  feelingj  but,  in  a  case  of 
so  much  magnitude,  he  deemed  it  right  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate.  This  opinion  he  asked  in  a 
formal  message  of  the  7th  of  December,  1831.  On 
the  27th  of  January  ensuing,  he  transmitted  to  the 
Senate  the  ofllcial  demand  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  immediate  execntion  of  the 
award,  and  a  remonstrance  against  the  delay  which 
had  occurred.  In  that  official  demand,  the  British 
charge  (Mr.  Bankhead)  thus  remonstrated  with  our 
Government  on  that  delay: 

"Mr.  Mvinnton  i*  doubtlen  aware  that  hit  prederenor  In 
office  was  iniormed  verbally,  bj  Mr.  Vnughan,  that  the  King 
bi0  master,  upon  the  receiptor  the  Inttrumeni  by  which  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlaoia  waa  communicated  to 
tht)  British  Government,  had  considered  himself  bound,  in  ful* 
film^-nt  of  the  obligations  which  be  had  contracted  by  the  terms 
of  the  convention  of  arbitration  of  B«*ptf!ml>cr  29, 1827,  to  ex- 
press to  his  Neiherland  Msjesty  his  Majemy's  assent  to  that 
award.  *****  It  appears  to  his  Mi«jesty's  Govern- 
ment  that  the  lime  is  now  arrived  when  a  final  undersumding 
between  the  Bri>ish  and  American  Govemraents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  award,  and  on  the  measures  necessary  tn  he  lolcen 
for  carrying  it  into  effact^  otight  no  lonper  to  be  delayed;  and 
the  undersigned  Is  ace<Mrdingly  dirrcied,  m  making  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Bmte  the  present  more  formal  commonlcaiion  of  U^e 
assent  of  his  Majesty  to  the  decision  of  bis  Netherland  Maj«tety, 
to  Inquiro  of  Mr.  Uf ioc*ton  whtcher  the  GoTenunent  o(  the 


not  hesiute  to  enable  tba  itn> 

to  apprize  his  MaJ^^v's  Government  of  their  ac- 

ihe  decision  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 


United  Sutes  are  now  ready  to  proeeed,  eonjohiUy  with  that  o^ 
Great  Britain,  to  the  nomination  of  commissioners  for  maricing 
out  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of  liia  Majesty  in 
North  America  and  those  of  the  United  Statrn,  agreeable  to 

bis  Netherland  Majesty's  awanl? On  every 

ground,  tl^wrefom,  his  Mi^esty  feels  confident  that  the  Goram* 
ment  of  the  United  States  will 
dersigned 
quiescence  tn  me 

The  grounds  on  which  his  Majesty's  accept 

ance  of  that  decision  was  fouo.led,  have  been  fully  axplaioeil 
by  the  undersigned;  and  he  is  commandediU)  add^  that  among" 
the  motives  which  influenced  his  Majesty  on  that  occasion, 
there  was  none  more  powerful  than  the  anxious  d«eire  which 
his  Mid^sty  feele  to  improve  aiMl  confirm  the  harmoay  which 
so  happily  exists  on  other  subjecta  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  by  thus  setiliiu;,  once  for  aU,  a  question  of 
great  dIfflcultTf  and  for  tchich  fua  Majesty  tt  unable  to  eta 
any  other  toattitm." 

This  demand,  thus  repeatedly  and  solemnly  made 
by  Great  Britain  for  the  execution  of  the  award, 
establishes  a  great  point  in  the  character  of  this 
treaty.  It  is,  that  the  British  Grovernment  was  then 
entirely  satisfied  with  that  award— asked  nothing 
more— insisted  upon  its  execution;  and  declared 
its  non  execution  to  be  the  only  obstacle  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  two  countries,  and  presented  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  award  as  being  the  only  solution 
to  the  existing  difficulties.  Now  what  was  that 
awardi  It  was,  that  the  British  should  have  the 
country  north  of  the  St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis, 
and  that  we  should  have  Rouse's  Point.  This  was 
the  whole  amount  of  the  award.  Not  an  inch  of 
territory  or  boundary  yielded  on  this  side  of  the 
St.  John  and  St.  Francis— not  a  cent  in  money  or 
territory,  as  a  compensation  for  Rouse's  Point ! 
AAer  this,  how  comes  it  that  a  belt  of  territory, 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  is  jrielded  on 
this  side  those  riverst '  How  comes  it  that  a 
mountain  boundary,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
in  length,  is  yielded  opposite  Gluebecl  How  comes 
it  that  a  conventional  line  in  the  low  lands  of 
Maine  is  substituted  for  this  natural  frontier,  and 
so  guarded  a^  to  be  kept  at  a  certain  distance  from 
Cluebecl  And  how  comes  it  that  Rouse's  Point 
becomes  a  purchase  from  Great  Britain,  for  which 
the  United  States  must  r»ay  half  a  million  lo  Maine 
and  Massachusetts'?  Tnese  are  questions  to  which 
the  mind  instantly  reverts— upon  which  it  demands 
light;  and  upon  wnich  the  want  of  protocols  leaves  it 
entirely  in  the  dark.  The  British  Government 
could  see  no  obstacle  to  harmony  but  the  non-com- 
pliance with  the  award:  they  could  see  no  solution 
to  the  difficulties  between  the  countries,  but  in  the 
execntion  of  the  award.  Our  Secretary  negotiator 
has  found  another  solution;  and  that  is,  to  give  them 
double  as  much  as  the  award  gave,  and  pay  for 
Rouse's  Point  besides !  and  that,  after  rejecting  the 
award  because  it  gave  too  much  ! 

But  to  go  on  with  the  award,  and  President 
Jackson's  application  to  the  Senate  for  their  ad- 
vice and  consent  to  its  execution.  His  message, 
and  the  British  demand,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  That  committee, 
Mr.  Tazewell  being  the  chstrman,  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  the  award.  But  the  report  was  opposed  and 
defeatedj  and  even  a  proposition  for  opening  new 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain  shared  the  same 
fate.  The  party  in  the  Senate  then  in  opposition 
to  General  Jackson,  would  neither  execute  the 
award,  nor  treat  further  for  settling  the  line  with 
Great  Britain.*  Nothing  would  then  do  them,  but 
the  treaty  of  1783.  Defeated  in  the  Senate,  and 
still  anxious  to  execute  the  award,  President  Jack- 
son applied  himself  to  thfi  two  States  interested.  To 
overcome  their  opposition,  he  proposed  an  indem- 

'Thejoumals  of  the  Senate  prove  these  statements,  and  jot* 
lice  to  President  Jackson  retquires  'hem  to  lye  known.  The  re* 
Bolve  of  Mr.  Tazewell  was  in  the«e  wordu: 

**ite90lved,  Tlutt  the  S^ate  do  advise  the  President  to  es- 
preoo  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  the  assent  of  the 
United  States  to  the  determination  made  by  him^  and  con- 
sent  to  the  execution  of  the  same." 

>  This  repoluiion  waa  defeated  by  side  blows;  and  the  award 
being  thus  frustrated,  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  Si'nate  to 
open  new  negotistions  for  settling  the  l)oundary.  TbafoL. 
lowing  was  the  resolution  for  the  new  negotiations,  and  th« 
vote  lipon  its  adoption: 

"Resolved^  That  the  Senate  advise  the  President  to  open  a 
new  negotiation  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Goncrninent,  for 
the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  hetwei>n  the  rnssessioi^  of 
the  United  Butesand  those  ef  the  King  of  Great  Biitaln,  on  the 
Northeastern  frootiar  of  the  United  ocatea,  according  to  tha  ■ 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783." 

Tbas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dallas.  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  flill,  Holmes,  Kan«>,  King,  Mangnm, 
Marcy,  Rnbinaon,  Rucgtes,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taaewell,  Tipton, 
Troop,  White,  and  Witkins-23. 

Nats— Mejwrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay.  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Poote,  Frelinghuyeen.  ffayne.  Johnston,  Knisnt,  Miller.  Moore, 
Naudain,  Poindezter,  Prentiaa,  Robhins,  Seymour,  ffilsbee, 
Tomlinson,  Ttlhl  and  Wustbr— 82. 

Not  being  two-thirds  In  fitvor  of  the  resolutioD,  it  waa  n^ 
jected.  •': 
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niiy  of  a  million  uf  acres  of  good  land  in  Micbi- 

rL.  The  indemnity  was  scented.  Nothing  would 
bat  the  trne  line! — the  trne  line  along  the  high- 
lands !— and  that  b/  the  4ih  day  of  a  certain  Joiy ! 
and  if  not  peaceably,  then  by  force !  And  in  this 
patriotic  and  warlike  ebullition,  the  negotiator  of 
this  treaty  boiled  hottest  and  longest;  declaring 
loudly  that  he  would  clap  a  musket  upon  his  shoul- 
der, and  march  straight  to  the  northwest  comer  of 
I^ova  Scotia  himself,  and  there  fight  for  the  line  of 
%,  After  all  this,  he  signed  this  treaty;  and  the 
procete  by  which  this  revoluticm  was  emoted  in 
nis  mind  and  spirit,  so  desirable  to  be  known,  re- 
mains a  profound  secret  for  want  of  the  protocols. 
7o  sohen  the  effect  of  this  inexplicable  sacri- 
fice, the  absurd  pretext  of  sterile  and  poor  land  is 
resorted  to.  These  893  square  miles,  surrendered 
on  this  side  the  awarded  line,  are  depreciated  as 
unfit  for  cultivation.  If  so,  what  does  Great  Brit- 
aid  want  with  it.  except  for  a  purpose  more  valua- 
ble than  cultivationi  Why  Ispoor  land  more  de- 
sirable to  her  than  to  usi  Why  does  she  want 
our  poor  land,  (and  the  question  of  peace  or  war 
depend  upon  her  getting  it,)  unless  it  is  for  war 
purposes,  and  togain  a  military  advantage  over  us7 
Ana  here  let  me  say,  once  for  all,  that  it  is  but  a 
poor  compliment  to  American  intelligence  to  be 
turning  a  question  of  national  boundaries  into  a 
question  of  cornfields.  Every  child  knows  that  we 
want  mountains,  rivers,  roclrs,  and  deserts  for  the 
former—level  and  rich  land  for  the  latter,  and  that 
the  nation  is  a  fool  that  thinks  of  acres  and  culti- 
vation, when  the  question  is  one  of  boundaries  and 
dominion. 

3.  The  establishment  of  the  tow-land  boundary 
in  place  of  the  mountain  boundary,  and  parallel 
to  It.  This  new  line  is  110  miles  long,  it  is  on 
this  side  of  the  awarded  line— not  a  continuation  of 
it,  but  a  deflexion  from  it;  and  evidently  contrived 
for  the  purpose  of  weakening  our  boundary,  and 
r^iring  it  further  from  Cluebcc.  It  will  be  called 
in  history  the  Webster  line.  It  begins  on  the 
awarded  fine,  at  a  lake  in  the  St.  Fraojcis  river; 
breaks  off  at  right  angles  to  the  south,  passes  over 
the  valley  of  the  St.  John  in  a  straight  line,  and 
equidistant  from  that  river  and  the  moifntain,  un- 
til it  reaches  the  northwest  branch  of  the  St.  John, 
when,  approaching  within  forbidden  distance  of 
Cluebec,  it  deflects  to  the  east;  and  then  holds  on 
its  course  to  the  gorge  in  the  mountain  at  the  head 
of  Metjarmette  creek.  A  view  of  the  map  will 
show  the  character  of  this  new  line;  the  words  of 
the  treaty  show  how  cautiously  it  was  guarded; 
and  the  want  of  protocols liides  its  paternity  from 
our  view.  The  cnaracter  of  the  line  is  apparent; 
and  it  requires  no  military  man,  or  military  woman, 
or  militarv  child,  to  say  to  whose  benefit  it  enures. 
A  man  of'^any  sort — a  woman  of  any  kind — a  child 
of  any  age — can  tell  that!  It  is  a  British  line, 
made  for  the  security  of  Cluebec.  Follow  its  calls 
on  the  map,  and  every  eye  will  see  this  design. 
These  arc  me  calls:     «. 

**BeffifuUng  at  the  outJet  of  the  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence, 
southwesterly,  io  a  straight  line  to  a  point  on  the  nonhweei 
branch  of  the  river  0t.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten  miles  db* 
tant  from  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a  straight  line, 
and  in  the  nearest  direction;  bni  if  the  said  point  shall  be  found 
lobe  less  than  seven  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  sum. 
mit  or  crest  of  the  highlands  that  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  0i.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
fait  into  the  river  Sc  John,  then  the  said  point  shall  be  made  to 
recede  down  the  said  northwest  branch  of  the  river  St  Juhn,to 
a  point  seven  miles  in  a  strsight  line  from  the  said  summit  or 
crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line,  in  a  coorM  about  south  eight 
degrees  vest,  to  the  point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  46 
deg.  26  mio.  north  mtersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the  8l 
John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the  source  there 
of  In  the  highlands  at  the  Metjarmette  portage." 

4.  The  surrender  of  the  mountain  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  the 
frontiers  of  Maine.  This  is  a  distinct  question 
from  the  surrender  of  territory.  The  latter  belong- 
ed to  Maine:  the  former  to  the  Untied  Slates.  They 
were  national,  and  not  State  boundaries->establish- 
ed  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  not  by  a  State 
Jaw  or  an  act  of  Congress;  and  involving  all  the 
considerations  which  apply  to  the  attack  and  de- 
fence of  nations.  So  far  as  a  State  boundary  is  co- 
terminous with  another  State,  it  is  a  State  qaesiion, 
and  may  be  lefl  to  the  discretion  of  the  States  in 
terest^:  so  far  as  it  is  coterminous  with  a  foreign 
power,  it  is  a  national  question,  and  belongs  to  the 
national  authority.  A  State  cannot  be  permitted 
to  weaken  and  endanger  the  nation  by  dismem- 
bering herself  in  favor  of  a  foreigner,  by  demol- 
ishing a  strong  frontier,  delivering  the  sates  and 
keys  of  a  country  into  the  hands  of  a  neighboring 
nation,  and  giving  them  roads  and  passes  into  (he 
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country.  The  boundaries  in  question  were  na- 
tional, not  State;  and  the  consent  of  Maine,  even  if 
S'ven,  availed  nothing.  Her  defence  belongs  to 
c  Union ;  is  to  be  made  by  the  blood  and  treas- 
trre  of  the  Union ;  and  it  was  not  for  her,  even  if 
she  had  been  willing,  to  make  this  defence  more 
difficult,  naorc  cosily,  and  more  bloody,  by  giving 
up  the  strong,  and  substituting  the  weak  line  of 
defence.  Near  three  hundred  miles  of  this  stronfi: 
national  frontier  have  been  surrendered  by  this 
treaty — being  double  as  much  as  was  given  up  by 
the  rejected  award.  The  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
alihoujfh  on  the  list  of  British  generals,  and  in  the 

Kay  of  the  British  Crown,  was  a  nfan  of  too  much 
onor  to  deprive  us  of  the  commanding  mountain 
frontier  opposite  to  Cluebec;  and  besides,  Jackson 
would  have  scouted  the  award  if  he  had  attempt- 
ed it.    The  Kinsr  only  gave  up  the  old  line  to  the 
north  of  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis  river;  and  for 
this  he  had  some  reason,  as  the  mountain  there 
subsided  into  a  plain,  and  the  ridge  of  the  high- 
lands (in  that  part)  was  difficult  to  follow:  our  nego- 
tiator gives  up  the  boundary  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  on  this  side  ihe  head  of  the  St.  Francis, 
and  without  pretext;  forthe  mountain  ridge  was  there 
three  thousand  feet  high.    The  new  part  given  up, 
from  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis  to  Metjarmette 
portage,  is  invaluable  to  Great  Britain.     It  covers 
ner  new  road  to  Cluebec,  removes  us  further  from 
that   city,  places   a  mountain  between   us,  and 
brings  her  mto  Maine;    To  comprehend  the  value 
of  this  new  boundary  to  Great  Britain,  and  its  in- 
jury to  us,  it  is  only  necessary  to  follow  it  on  a  map 
— to  see  its  form — know  its  height,  the  depth  of  its 
gorges,  and  its  rough  and  rocky  s'des.     The  re- 
port of  Capt.  Talcott  will  show   its  character—* 
three  thousand  feet  high:  any  map  will  show  its 
form.    The  gorge  at  the  head  of  the  Metjarmette 
creek — a  water  of  the  St.  Lawrence — is  made  the 
terminus  ad  quern,  of  the  new  conventional  lowland 
line:  beyonti  that  gorge,  the  mountain  barrier  is 
yielded  to  Great  Britain.     Now,  take  up  a  map. 
Begin  at  the  head  of  the  Metjarmette  creek,  withm 
a  degree  and  a  halfof  the  New  Hampshire  line — fol- 
low the  mountain  north — see  how  it  bears  in  up- 
on Cluebec — approaching  within  two  marches  of 
that  great  city,  and  skirting  the  St.  Lawrence  for 
some  hundred  miles.    All  this  is  given  up.    One 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  this  boundary  is  given 
up  on  this  side  the  awarded  line;  and  the  country 
left  to  guess  and  wonder  at  the  enormity  and  fatuity 
of  the  sacrifice.*    Look  at  the  new  military  road 
from  Halifax  to  Cluebec — that  part  of  it  which  ap- 
proaches Cluebec,  and  lies  between  the  mountam 
and  the  St.  Lawrence.    Even  by  the  awarded  line," 
this  road  was  forced  to  cross  the  mountain  at  or 
beyond  the  heatl  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  then  to  fol- 
low the  base'' of  the  mountain  for  near  one  hundred 
miles,  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  crossing  the 
spurs  and'gorges  of  th^  mountain,  and  the  creeks  and 
ravines,  and  commanded  in  its  whole  extent  by  the 
power  on  the  mountain.    See  how  this  is  changed 
by  the  new  boundary*  the  road  permitted  to  take 
either  side  of  the  mountain — to  cross  where  it 
pleases— and  covered  and  protected  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent by  the  mountain  heights,  now  exclusively  Brit- 
ish.   Why  this  new  way,  and  this  security  for  the 
rood,  unless  to  give  the  British  still  greater  advan- 
tages over  us  than  the  awarded  boundary  gavel 
A  palliation  is  attempted  for  it.    It  is  said  that  the 
mountain  is  unfit  for  cultivation;  that  the  line  along 
it  could  not  be  ascertained;  and  that  Maine  con- 
sented.   These  are  the  palliations— insignificant  if 
true,  but  not  true  in  their  essential  parts.   And,  first, 

*  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  formerly  employed  by  the  British 
Government  m  researches  upon  this  boundary,  thus  displays 
the  military  ImporiaDce  of  the  new  boundary,  in  a  late  speech 
in  England' 

♦♦The  treaty  of  1763  proposed  to  establ'sh  the  Ixiundary  be- 
tween the  two  countries  along  certain  highlands.  The  Ameri 
cans  claimed  these  highl  mds  to  run  in  a  northeasterly  direction 
from  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  river,  in  a  courre  which 
would  have  brought  the  boundary  within  the  distance  of  twenty 
miles  fiom  the  rivet  St.  Lawrence,  and  which,  besides  culling 
off  the  poets  and  militarv  routes  leading  from  the  province  or 
New  Brunswicit  to  Quebec,  would  have  given  them  various 
military  positions  to  command  and  overawe  that  river  and  the 
foi  tress  of  Quebec. 

"Now,  gentlemen,  If  you  will  divert  your  auenlion  for  a 
moment  from  the  conflicting  statements  you  may  have  road  in 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  compromise  which  has  been  made,  1 
will  explain  them  «o  you  in  a  few  words.  The  American  claim, 
instead  o(  bein?  maintained,  has  been  altoseihcr  wit!  drawn  and 
abandoned;  ihe  territory  has  been  divided  into  equal  moieties, 
as  nearly  as  poasible;  we  have  retained  that  moiety  wJ  ich  se- 
cures to  us  every  oljcct  that  was  essential  to  itie  welfare  of  our 
colonics;  all  our  comniunicaiions,  military  and  civil,  ore  for- 
ever placed  beyond  hoeiile  reach;  and  all  the  military  positions 
on  the  highlands  claimed  by  America  are,  without  exception,  8e> 
cured  forever  to  Great  Britain.''^ 


as  to  the  poverty  of  the  mountain,  and  the  slip  along 
their  base,  constitutim?  this  area  of  893  square  mite 
surrendered  on  this  side  the  awarded  line:  Capiaii 
Talcott  certifies  it  to  be  poor,  and  unfit  for  cnftivi- 
tion.  I  say,  so  much  the  better  for  a  frontier.  As 
to  the  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  difficulty  of 
finding  the  dividing  ridge,  and  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  conventional  line:  I  say  all  this  has  no 
application  to  the  surrendered  boundarv  on  thisside 
the  awarded  line  at  the  head  of  the  St.  iPrencis.  On 
this  side  of  that  point,  the  mountain  ridge  is  lofiy, 
tbe  heights  attain  three  thousand  feet;  and  navi- 
gable  rivers  rise  in  them,  and  flow  to  the  east  and 
to  the  west— to  the  St.  Liwrence  and  the  Atlantic 
Hear  Captain  Talcott,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Webster. 

*The  teniiory  within  the  Ihies  mentioned  by  yo«  cootaioi 
eight  hundred  aiftd  ninety -three  square  miW — eqtial  to  five  hsa* 
dred  and  seventy  one  tbousaod  five  hundred  and  twaaty  scroi 
It  is  a  long  and  narrow  tract  upon  the  mountaios  or  highland^ 
the  distance  from  Lake  Pohenagamook  to  the  Metjarmette  port- 
age tMingonrthundred  and  ten  miles.  Ti.e  territory  is  t»arren,aQd 
wlihotH  timber  of  value;  and  I  should  ettimate  that  ninsieai 
parts  out  of  twenty  are  unfit  for  cultivation.  Along  eighty 
miles  of  this  territory  the  highlands  throw  up  into  irregular  em- 
inences ofdiflerent  heights,  and,  though  obserring  a  general 
nonheatt  and  southwest  direction,  are  not  broagnt  well  toto 
line.  Some  of  these  elevations  are  over  three  ihoosaod  feet 
at>ove  the  sea. 

*The  formation  is  primitive  siliceous  rock,  with  slate  re*- 
ing  upon  it  around  the  basis.  Between  the  eminences  are  mo> 
rasaea  and  swamps,  throughout  which  beds  of  moBs,  of  lozari* 
ant  growth,  rest  on  and  cover  the  rockaaod  earth  beoeath.  The 
growth  is  such  as  is  usual  in  mountain  regions  oo  this  conti- 
nent in  high  latitudes.  On  some  of  the  ridges  and  emiDeDces 
birch  and  maple  are  foand;  on  others,  spruce  and  fir;  aad  in 
the  swamps,  spruce  intermixed  with  cedar;  but  the  wood  ere* 
ry  where  is  insignificant,  and  of  stinted  growth.  It  will  readily 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  for  cultivation,  or  as  capable  of  fbmish- 
ing  the  means  of  humao  subsistence,  the  lands  are  of  do  value." 

This  letter  was  evidently  obtained  for  the  par- 
pose  of  depreciating  the  lost  boundary,  by  showing 
It  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  note  of  the  Sec- 
retary negotiator  which  drew  ft  forth  is  not  given, 
but  the  answer  of  Captain  Talcott  shows  its  chai- 
acter;  and  its  dale  (that  of  the  I4th  of  July)  classes 
it  with  the  testiraonv  which  was  hunted  up  to  justi- 
fy a  foregone  conclusion.  The  letter  of  Captain 
Talcott  is  good  for  the  Secretary's  purpose,  and 
for  a  great  deal  more.  It  is  good  forthe  overthrow 
of  all  the  arguments  on  which  the  plea  for  a  con- 
ventional boundary  stood.  What  was  that  pleal 
Simply,  that  the  highlands  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  northwest  comer  of  Nova  Scotia  could  not  be 
traced;  and  th^t  it  was  necessary  to  substitute  a 
conventional  line  in  their  place.  And  it  is  the  one 
on  which  the  award  of  the  Kins^  of  the  Netherlands 
turned,  and  was,  to  the  extent  of  a  part  of  his  award, 
a  valid  one.  But  it  was  no  reason  for  the  Ameri- 
can Secretarvto  give  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
of  mountain  line  on  this  side  of  the  awarded  line, 
where  the  highlands  attained  three  thousand  feet  of 
elevation,  and  turned  navigable  rivers  to  the  right 
and  left.  Lord  Ashburton,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th 
of  June,  commences  with  this  idea:  that  the  high- 
lands described  in  the  treaty  could  not  be  fbuDii, 
and  had  been  so  admitted  by  American  statesmen, 
and  quotes  their  declarations.    He  says: 

"In  the  vear  1802,  Mr.  Madison,  at  that  time  Secretary  of 
f^tate  for  the  United  States,  in  hia  instructions  fai  Mr.  Rufes 
Kin«.  observed  tliat  the  difllculty  in  fixing  the  northwest  mglt 
of  Nota  Scotia  'arises  Irom  a  reference  in  the  treaty  of  1783io 
highlands  which,  it  is  now  fouoil,  have  no  definite  existence.' 
And  he  suggests  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  to  l>e  jolcthr 
appointed,  No  determme  on  a  poini  most  proper  to  be  twtmo- 
tuled  for  the  description  in  article  II  of  the  treaty  of  I7S3f 
Acain:  Mr.  President  JefTerfon,  in  a  message  to  Corgrenoaihe 
l/th  of  Ocuber,  Instated  that  *a  further  knowledge  of  the 
ground  in  the  northeastern  and  north wei^tcrn  angles  of  ttw  Pei* 
It  delates  has  evinced  that  the  boundaries  esul>ltabed  by  tbs 
treaty  of  Paris,  between  the  Rri'jeh  territoiiea  and  oor^  la 
those  points,  were  too  imj^eifecily  deecribed  to  be  soscepti* 
ble  of  execution.'" 

^  Here  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is  not  the  line  itselfl 
in  its  whole  extent,  between  Canada  and  Maine, 
that  cannot  be  fixed  for  want  of  finding  these  high- 
lands; but  merely  the  northeastern  corner,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  northwestern  corner  of  Nova  Scotia. 

'  This  idea,  .sufficiently  clear  in  the  few  words  quoted 
from  Mr.  Madison,  becomes  still  more  so  when  we 
refer  to  the  whole  paragraph  in  his  letter  of  Jane 
8, 1802,  to  Mr.  Rufus  King.  In  that  paragraph  he 
says: 

*'In  fixing  the  point  at  which  the  line  is  to  termioaie.  (ibe 
duenortb  line  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  highlaodi 
which  divide  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  4e 
Atlantic)  and  which  is  referred  to  as  the  northwest  corner  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  dithculiv  arises  from  a  lafsrence  of  the  usaty 
of  17^  to  the  highlanas^  Khicb,  it  is  now  found,  liavs  as 
definite  existence.  To  renoove  this  difflculty,  no  better  expsA* 
eni  occurs  then  to  provide  for  the  appoinTmeni  of  a  third  Co*' 
missioner,  as  in  article  6  of  (he  treaty  of  1794;  aid  to  amboiiia 
the  ihrpe  to  determine  on  a  point  most  proper  to  be  wA 
for  the  description  in  the  2d  article t)f  the  treaty  ofl783,t  _. 
due  regard  to  the  general  idea  that  the  line  ought  to  tm 
nte  on  the  elevated  ground  dividing  therivere  ^Uim  i^ 
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Cft«  AtkmUie  from  thoM  emptying  themtf.ivtt  info  the  St 
Lmwrenee.  TUe  comraiwiooera  iu»y  aLt>  l»o  huiImhizciI  to 
•itT)«clnit0  for  the  de«ci1ption  of  the  bomidarv  between  flic 
•  poM/  80  flzed,  and  the  nonhwe«t«nuno»t  head  of  the  Tonnrcti. 
CM  river,  namely,  a  Hne  dratmt  along  the  »aid  higMaadd; 
■uoh  a  refereoca  to  interinediaM  aonrcea  o(  nverv,  or  •li.er 
Mcaiuioed  or  ajicertainable  poinii,  to  b«  connecicii  by  siraisbt 
Iin«t,  w  will  admit  of  eafy  and  accarate  execuiion  hereafter, 
aad  aa  wMt  beat  eocoport  wiili  tb«  apparent  intention  of  tl)a 
treaty  of  178a »», 

Prom  this  MX  qootation  of  Mr.  Madison's  letter, 
it  is  stil)  more  clear  than  in  Lord  A^bba^lon's 
note— 1.  That  the  part  at  which  the  treaty  could 
not  be  executed,  for  want  of  finding  hi|rhJands,  was 
the  foini  to  be  constituted  by  the  intersection  of  the 
doe-north  line  ftom  the  head  of  the  Si.  Croix  with 
the  Une  drawn  along  the  highlands.  2.  That  this 
fHfU  might  be  substituted  by  a  conventional  one 
agreed  upon  by  the  three  commissioners.  3.  That 
from  this  paint,  so  agreed  upon,  the  line  was  to  go 
to  the  highlands,  and  to  follow  them  wherever  they 
could  be  ascertained,  to  the  head  of  the  Connecticut 
river.  This  is  the  clear  sense  of  Mr.  Madison's 
letter  and  Mr.  Jeferson's  message;  and  it  is  to  be 
very  careless  to  confound  this  point  (which  they 
admitted  to  be  dubious,  for  want  of  nighlands  at 
that  place)  with  the  line  itself,  which  was  to  run 
near  300  miles  on  the  elevations  of  a  mountain 
reaching  3,000  feet  high.  The  King  of  the  Neth- 
erlands took  a  great  liberty  with  th»  point  when 
he  brought  it  to  the  St.  John  river  our  Secretary- 
negotiator  toek  a  far  greater  liberty  with  it  when 
he  brought  it  to  the  head  of  the  Metjarmette  creek; 
ibr  it  is  only  at  the  head  of  this  creek  that  our  Une 
under  the  new  treaty  begins  to  climb  the  highlands. 
The  King  of  the  Netherlands  had  some  apology 
ibr  his  conventional  poinl  and  conventional  line  to 
the  head  of  the  Sl  Francis — for  the  highlands  were 
sunk  into  table-land  where  the  point  ought  to  be, 
and  which  was  the  terminus  a  quo  of  his  conven- 
tional line:  but  our  negotiator  had  no  apology  at  all 
ibr  turning  this  conventional  line  south,  and  ex- 
tending it  110  miles  through  the  level  lands  of 
Maine,  when  the  mountain  highlands  were  all 
along  in  sight  to  the  west.  It  is  impossible  to  plead 
the  difficulty  ol  findins^  the  highlands  for  this  sub- 
stitution of  the  lowland  boundary,  in  the  whole  dis- 
tance from  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis,  where  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  fixed  the  commencement 
of  our  mountain  line,  to  the  head  of  the  Metjar- 
mette, where  our  Secretary  fixed  its  commence- 
ment. Lord  Ashburton's  quotation  from  Mr.  Mad- 
ison's letter  is  partial  and  incomplete:  he  quotes 
what  answers  his  purpose,  and  is  justifiable  in  so 
doing.  But  what  roust  we  think  of  our  Secretary- 
negotiator,  who  neglected  to  quote  the  remainder 
of  that  letter,  and  ^ow  that  it  was  a  conventional 
point  J  ajfkd  not  a  conventional  line,  that  Mr.  Jefier- 
son  ajid  Mr.  Madiscm  proposed!  and  that  this  con- 
ventional poifU  was  merely  to  tj  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  where,  in  fact,  there  were  no 
highlands;  after  which,  the  line  was  to  proceed  to 
the  elevated  ground  dividing  the  waters,  &c., 
and  then  follow  the  highlands  to  the  head  of  the 
Connecticut  Why  did  our  Secretary  omit  this 
correction  of  the  British  minister's  quotation,  and 
thus  enable  him  to  use  American  names  against  usl 

The  consent  of  Maine  is  the  next  palliation  for 
this  great  sacrifice;  and  here  I  have  to  repeat  that, 
even  if  such  consent  had  been  given,  it  would  sig- 
nify nothing.  The  boundaries  in  question  are  not 
State,  but  national:  they  are  not  in  the  custody  of 
Maine,  but  of  the  whole  Union.  But  Maine  did  not 
consent.  She  was  victimized  into  conditional  sub- 
mission by  the  artsand  arguments  of  the  Secretary 
negotiator!  And  here  the  strangest  part  of  this 
inexplicable  negotiation  opens  itself  to  our  view. 
The  consent  of  Maine!  What  was  that  consent? 
How  obtainedl  And  how  usedl  She  is  said  to 
have  consented  to  this  great  dismemberment  ol  her 
territory;  surrender  of  her  natural  boundaries: 
the  estaolishment  of  new  boundaries  within  her  old 
andnatural  limits;  and  the  consolidation  of  the  Brit- 
ish military  and  naval  power  aroimd  her  and  with- 
in her.  To  all  this  she  is  said  to  have  assented; 
and  this  is  the  short  answer  which  is  given  for 
the  enormous  sacrifices  she  has  been  made  to  suf- 
fer. Did  she  consentt  No  more  than  the  victim 
consents  to  its  execution,  because  it  walks,  instead 
of  being  dragged,  to  the  scafibld !  Isolated'  from 
her  sister  States— from  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  New  York,  and  Michigan— all 
of  which  were  conciliated  in  favor  of  the  treaty; 
pressed  upon  by  her  own  Government,  which  pre- 
sented the  British  proposition,  and  urged  its  accept- 
ance; informed  her  that  nothing  better  could  be  ex- 
pected; warned  her  that  this  might  be  the  last 


chance  for  settling  the  question  by  agreement!  pre- 
seuied  her  as  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  two  great  nations:— thus  isolated,  nrged, 
and  menaced,  the  Maine  commissionersso  far  as- 
^nted  as  to  agree  to  the  sacrifice,  upon  condition 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stateti,  on  matiu-e 
consideration,  should  advise  and  con.senttothe  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  The  whole  question  was  refer- 
red to  our  mature  consideration:  and  yet,  no  sooner 
was  conditional  consent  and  reference  to  us  obtain- 
ed, thaathe  full  and  absolute  consent  of  Maine  was 
heralded  forth  to  forestal  the  public  mind — to  silence 
Maine  herself;  and  is  now  incontinently  repeated  on 
this  floor,  to  preclude  our  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. That  1  state  this  conditional  consent  cor- 
rectly, I  will  show  by  presenting  it  to  the  Senate. 
Afier  stating  that  it  was  this,  or  nothing;  that 
Massachusetts  had  assented;  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  anxious;  that  it  was  the  last  chance, 
and  so  on, — the  Maine  commissioners  proceed  to 
say: 

|*Thu0  aituated,  the  comml98lonei>a  of  Hain^  inToklng  the 
epirit  of  atuctiDient  and  patrioUe  devotion  of  itieir  State  to  tlie 
Unifin,  and  being  vaiUing  to  yield  to  th9  deliberate  eonvie- 
ttona  of  her  eieter  Statee  ae  to  liie  path  of  duty,  and  tointep 
pose  no  obstaclea  to  an  adjuaiment  whidi  t\}t  general  judg- 
ment of  tlie  nation  ehall  pronounce  as  honorable  and  expedient, 
even  if  that  Judgment  Ahall  lead  to  aaurreoderofanonion  of  the 
birthright  of  the  people  of  their  State,  and  prized  by  them  be^ 
cauae  it  ia  their  birthright,— have  determined  to  overcome  th^ir 
objections  to  the  proposal,  eo  faros  toeay^  that  if,  upon  ma- 
tvfe  eoneideratioHy  the  Senate  of  the  United  :9tate»ahaU  ad- 
«iae  and  eoneent  to  the  nUifieation  of  a  trea>  y,  eorreeoonding 
in  tie  terme  u>ith  your  propoeaL,  and  with  the-  conditions  in 
OQC  memorandum  accompanying  this  note,  (marked  A,)  and 
identified  by  our  signatures,  they,  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested 
ia  them  by  the  resoiTes  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  give  the  as- 
sent of  thai  State  to  sueh  oonveDlional  lloe.  with  the  tertps,  con- 
ditions, and  equivalents  lierein  mentioned" 

And  this  is  her  consent !  Pressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States— pressed  bv  the  Ameri- 
can negotiator — menaced — abandoned  by  her  moth- 
er State— isolated  from  other  States — presented  as 
sole  obstacle  to  the  general  peace — ^warned  that  it 
was  the  last  chance:  thus  situated,  this  devoted 
State  so  far  subdues  herself  as  to  say,  through  her 
commissioners,  that  she  submits  to  the  sacrifice,  if, 
upon  mature  consideration,  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  approve  it.  And  no  sooner  is  this 
reluctant,  painful,  conditional  assent  to  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  obtained  from  Maine,  than  it  is  pro- 
claimed as  free  and  unoualified  acquiescence !  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  whole  Union,  are  required  to  ap- 
prove the  treaty,  because  Maine  had  approved  it! 
This  is  adding  insult  to  injury,  and  serving  the 
Senate  but  little  more  fairly  than  Maine  herself 
Jias  been  served.  The  part  which  the  Secretary 
negotiator  has  acted  in  bringing  things  to  this  pass; 
his  arts  and  his  arguments  in  victimizing  a  State 
which  he  should  have  defended;  his  wonderful 
change  since  the  rejection  of  the  award — all  these 
belons;  to  my  |:eneral  objections  to  the  treaty,  and 
will  be  examined  in  another  part  of  my  speech. 
At  present,  I  limit  myself  to  showing  that  Maine 
did  not  consent  to  the  wrong  which  was  done  to 
her,  and  done  to  the  United  States;  but  made  that 
consent  dependent  and  conditional  on  the  judgment 
of  the  Senate,  after  mature  consideration. 

I  do  not  argue  die  question  of  title  to  the  territory 
and  boundaries  surrendered.  That  work  has  been 
dgne  in  the  masterly  report  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchanan,]  and  in  the  resolve 
of  the  Senate,  unanimously  adopted,  which  sanc- 
tioned it.  That  report  and  that  resolve  were  made 
and  adopted  in  the  year  1838 — seven  vears  after  the 
award  of  the  Kine  of  the  Neiherlantfs — and  vindi- 
cated our  title  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  disputed 
territory.  After  this  vindication,  it  is  not  Tor  me 
to  argu'e  the  question  of  title.  I  remit  that  task  to 
abler  and  more  appropriate  hands — to  the  author  of 
the  report  of  1838.  It  will  be  for  him  to  show  the 
clearness  of  our  title  under  the  treaty  of  1783— how 
it  was  admitted  in  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  of  1794,  in  Mr. 
Lision's  correspondence  of  1798,  in  Mr.  King's 
treaty  of  1803,  in  Mr.  Monroe's  treaty  of  1807,  and 
in  the  conferences  at  Ghent— where,  after  the  late 
war  had  shown  the  value  of  a'  military  communi- 
cation between  Gtuebec  and  Halifax,  a  variation  of 
the  line  was  solicited  a.s  a  favor,  by  the  British 
commissioners,  to  establish  that  communication.  It 
will  be  for  him  also  to  show  the  progress  of  the 
British  claim,  from  the  solicited  favor  of  a  road,  to 
the  assertion  of  title  to  half  the  territory  and  all 
the  mountain  frontier  of  Maine;  and  it  will  further 
be  for  him  to  show  how  he  is  deseitednow  by  those 
who  rtood  by  him  then.  It  will  be  for  him  to  ex- 
pose! the  fatal  blonder  at  Ghent,  in  leaving  our 
question  of  title  to  the  arbitration  of  a  European 
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sovereign,  instead  of  confiding  the  marking  of  the 
line  to  three  commissioners,  as  proposed  in  all  the 
previous  treaties,  and  agreed  to  in  several  of  them. 
To  him,  also,  it  will  belong  to  expose  the  contra- 
diction between  rejecting  the  award  for  adopting 
a  conventional  line,  and  giving  up  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Maine;  and  now  negotiating  a  treaiv 
which  adopts  two  conventional  lipes,  gives  up  all 
that  the  award  did.  and  more  loo,  ana  a  mountain 
fVontier  besides;  and  then  pays  money  for  Rouse's 
Point,  which  came  to  us  without  money  under 
the  award.  It  will  be  for  him  to  do  these  things. 
For  what  purpose!  souk  one  will  sav.  I  answer, 
for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  our  honor,  our  in- 
telligence,  and  our  good  ihiih,  in  all  this  afiiair  with 
Great  Britain;  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  we 
are  wronged  in  character  and  in.  rights  bv  this 
treaty;  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  similar 
wrongs  and  blunders  in  time  to  come.  Maine  may 
be  dismembered,  and  her  boundaries  lost,  and  a 
great  military  power  established  on  three  sides  of 
her;  but  the  dolumbia  Is  yet  to  be  saved !  There 
we  have  a  repetition  of  the  Northeastern  comedy  of 
errors  on  our  part,  and  of  groundless  pretension  on  ^ 
the  British  part,  growing  up  from  a  petition  for  ' 
joint  possession  for  fishing  and  hunting,  to  an  as- 
sertion of  title  and  threat  of  war,  this  ground- 
less  pretension  dlpiified  into  a  claim  by  the  lam- 
entable blunder  of  the  convention  of  London  in 
1818.  We  may  save  the  Columbia  by  showing  the 
folly,  or  worse,  which  has  dismembered  Maine. 

I  proceed  with  the  enumeration  and  considera* 
tion  of  the  American  concessions  to  the  British. 

6.  The  navigation  of  the  St.  John  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Maine.  This  results  from 
the  new  line — the  Webster  line— which  brings  the 
British  into  the  valley  of  the  St.  John,  on  the  upper 

{>artofthat  river,  and  this  side  of  the  awaroed 
ine.  The  privilege  of  navigation  is  granted  to 
the  new  neighbors  which  this  line  gives  to  Maine; 
and  may  be  considered  as  a  set-off  to  the  naviga- 
tion granted  below  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maine 
where  the  river  is  exclusively  within  the  British 
dominions.  It  is  navigation  against  navigation, 
and  deprives  the  privilege  granted  to  Maine  of  the 
benevolent  and  meritorious  character  claimed  for 
it.  We  grant  as  much  navigation  as  we  receive, 
with  the  snperaddition  of  a  territorial  right  of  way 
to  the  river  where  it  is  exclusively  within  our 
limits;  a  right  which  is  denied  to  us  where  the 
river  is  wholly  within  the  British  limits. 

7.  The  territorial  right  of  way  granted  to  these 
new  neighbors  to  cross  the  Webster*  line,  and  travel 
over- land  to  the  upper  St.  John,  to  enjoy  their  nav- 
igation within  the  exclusive  limits  of  Maine.  It  is 
a  privilege  of  no  mean  value,  being  new  in  prin- 
ciple, extensive  in  territory,  and  not  reciprocated 
by  a  similar  privilege  to  the  inhabitams  df  Maine 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  On  this  lower  part 
the  settlements  of  Maine  skirt  the  St.  John  for 
one  hundred  miles,  often  approaching  within  five 
or  ten  miles  of  it.  It  would  oc  very  convenient  to 
these  settlements  to  cross  the  British  lifle,  and  go 
straight  to  the  river;  but  this  advantage  is  denied 
them.  The3rmust  get  to  the  river  by  water,  of 
which  there  is  but  one  channel  (the  Aroostook;)  or 
they  most  enter  above,  where  the  river  is  a  mutual 
boundary,  and  from  wnich  they  will  have  the  exer- 
cise of  carrying  round,  or  pitching  their  saw-logs 
over,  a  second  Niagara  falls,  eighty  feet  in  the  per- 
pendicular plunge.  The  British  on  the  Webster 
line  are  to  have  this  privilege,  of  over-land  transit 
to  and  from  the  river,  where  it  is  within  the  exclu- 
sive dominion  of  Maine;  and  that,  to  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  line— one  hundred  and  ten  miles.  Re- 
ciprociry  would  have  -required  a  similar  privilege 
to  the  Maine  people  below.  Not  having  received 
it,  this  territorial  right  of  way  becomes  a  gratui- 
tous concession,  as  important  for  it^  principles  and 
consequences  as  for  ius  novelty  and  ineqiaaiity. 

8.  The  sum  of  S300,000  to  be  paid  to  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  for  their  territorial  losses  under  the 
treaty.  This  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States, 
and  is  a  concession  most  Jamely  and  impoiently 
accounted  for  by  the  American  negotiator.  The 
want  of  protocols  deprives  us  of  a  knowledge  of  its 
history.  We  only  find  it,  for  the  first  time,  in  it«v 
full-grown  form,  in  the  letter  of  the  United  States 
negotiator  of  the  15th  of  July  to  the  commissioners 
of  Maine,  where  it  appears  as  an  equivalent  for 
British  concessions.  Speaking  of  it  in  this  sense, 
our  Secretary  says: 

••Theee  ceselont  on  the  perl  of  Enjlacd  wouM  enure  partTj 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Statee  of  New  ffampehlre,  Vermont,  and 
New  Torlr,  bm  principany  to:ibe  Ualtetf  Statee.  The  coMider- 
ttioa^Diheptnef  %ilM^  ^  ^^H  UiaiD|  W9«ld  b«  ^ 


A 


8 


rarrr  3m 


APtWfDlt 


■MiM 


dfTH  Coko.,.....3d8ss8. 


The  Brituk  Treafjf—Mr.  Benton. 


August,  tt4f. 


Senate. 


manner  a|(roed  upon  for  adjiMUng  the  Eaatttrn  boondanr.  The 
pricaoftheoearion,  therefore,  whatever  It  mlghibe,  would  Iq 
mrotm  belong  to  the  two  Staiea  intereated  in  the  maoner  of  that 
adHoatment. 

"Under  the  inflaence  of  theae  conaidenUiona,  I  am  authorized 
toaay,  that  if  the  commfaaionere  of  the  two  Siatea  aaaent  to  the 
tine  aa  deacribed  in  the  accompanTing  paper,  the  United  Scatea 
will  anderuke  to  paj  to  theae  ekatea  tne  auro  of  two  hundred 
••i^  fiflj  thoaaaod  dolhus,  [Increaaed  to  three  hundred  thousand 
donaraiJ  to  be  divided  between  them  in  equal  rooietiea;  and,  also, 
10  ondertalce  fbr  the  aettlement  and  payment  of  the  expenaes  in* 
coned  by  thoaeStatea,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  etpil  pome; 
and,  alao,  for  a  aurvay  which  it  waa  found  neceaaary  to  make." 

This  is  the  biief  history  of  Ibis  Strange  item^an 
item  straDge  in  itseff,  ana  coning  to  nsin  a  strange 
way.    We  find  it  in  the  proposition  made  by  the 
American  negotiator,  in  the  name  of  his  Gk)\rem- 
ment,  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine:  Lord  Ash- 
barton  (for  anght  that  is  seen)  having  nothing  to  do 
"With  it.  We  find  it  as  an  American  proposition;  and 
an  inconceivable  one  it  is.     Maine  and  Ma^ssachu- 
setts  lose  3,207,800  acres  of  land!     Great  Britain 
gets  it  I  and  the  United  States  pay  for  it!    How 
make  the  United  Slates  paymaster  in  a  case  where 
she  was  receiving  nothing,  and  where  she  was  los- 
ing the  invaluable  national  boundaries  established 
by  the  treaty  of  '83T  How  do  thisi  By  what  leger- 
demainl    The  Secretary  negotiator  s^ys  it  is  for 
cessions  on  the  part  of  England,  which  enure  partly 
to  th?  benefit  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
New  York,  and  partly  to  the  United  States;  and 
also  as  a  consideration  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain for  adjusting  the  Northeastern  boundary.    Ad- 
justment of  boundary!  What  a  delicate  phrase  for 
the  demolition  of  the  preat  boundaries  purchased 
for  us  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  Revolqtion- 
anr  war  I    Bur  the  cessions  enure  partly  to  the  ben  • 
efit  of  the  United  States:  and  thus,  being  partly 
benefited,  she  must  pay  all  the  money.      But  how 
this  benefif?    What  these  cessions'?  and  how  enure 
to  the  national  benefiti  What  are  theyl  Not  Rouse's 
Point;  for  that  belongs  to  New  York,  and  must  be 
purchased  from  that  Slate  if  wanted  by  the  United 
States.    But  why  pay  Great  Britain  for  Rouse's 
Pointi   The  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
^ve  it  to  us  without  pay,  and  we  would  not  have 
It.    It  has  been  a  derelict  these  twenty-five  years, 
neither  the  United  States  nor  Great  Britain  touch- 
ing it.    Why  this  sudden  value  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  repulsed  it  when  given  by  the  King  of  the 
NetherlandsS    ,  The  same  of  the  slips  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont.    They  belong  to  those 
States.    Not  an  inch  of  their  soil  enures  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  United  States.     It  is  not  public  land,  but 
State  property,  which  they  constitute;  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them.    Besides,  they  are  not 
cessions.    They  are,  and  always  have  been,  and 
forever  would  be,  the  property  of  the  Slates  williin 
whose  r^olutionary  boundaries  they  lie.    Great 
Britain  would  not  receive  ihem  a^  a  gift,  much 
less  demand  money  for   their  sale.    No,  sir,  no 
This  mystification  will  not  do.    The  United  Stales 
becomes  paymaster  in  a  case  where  she  receives 
nothing— where  Great  Britain  gains— and-  where 
Maine  and  Massachusetts. lose.     This  is  the  short 
and  the  long  of  the  story:  and  the  ^00,000  is  put 
into  the  treaty  to  coerce  Congress  to  pay  it.    If  not 
to  coerce  Congress,  why  put  ii  ih^rel    It  is  an  ugly 
interposition  of  a  foreign  Government  between  the 
Government  of  the  Union  and  a  couple  of  its  mem- 
bers; and  if  not  put  there  for  coercion,  why  is  it  put 
Iherel     JThe  equal  division  of  this  money  between 
Maine  and  Massachnselts  is  another  awkward  cir- 
cuiiistance:  they  divide  equally  while  selling  une- 
qually.   Massachu.setts  sells  nothing  but  land  which 
she  wished  to  sell:  Maine  parts  with  land  against 
her  will— parts  with  jurisdiction— parts  with  bound- 
aries—parts with  cherished  and  long  defended  ob- 
jects—and parts  from  all  with  grief  and  shame 
and  under  the  duresse  of  actual  moral  and  menaced 
physical  force  from  two  powerful  Governments. 
And,  after  all  Ihisjshe  divides  equally  with  Massa- 
chusetts, who  only  sells  what  she  wLshes  to  sell,  and 
-with  the  advantage  of  selling  to  a  sovereign  ready-v 
money  purchaser  m  the  mass,mstead  of  doling  out  the 
acres  in  driblets,  and  on  credius,  to  private  individ- 
uals.   One  thing  only  is  clear  in  this  inexplicable 
transaction;  and  that  is,  that  Maine  and  the  United 
States  are  losers,  and  Massachusetts   and   Great 
Britain  gainers. 

9.  The  sum  of  about  |200,000  to  be  paid  to 
Massachusetts  and  Maine  for  their  expenses  in  de- 
i^nding  the  disputed  territory  against  Great  Britain. 
This  is  an  article  more  strange  than  the  other  to 
find  a  place  in  the  treaty.  If  right  to  pay  ii  it 
should  ba^c  rested  on  the  feith  of  Congress:' if 
wron^,  it  is  made  worse,  by  being  put  in  a  treaty 
with  a  foreign  power.    It  is  a  dwigeioitt  pracUce 


^in  confederacies  to  have  foreign  powers  interposing 
between  the  confederacy  and  its  menobers.    Pay- 
ments to  ^t^tes  for  expenditures  in  their  proper  de- 
fence is  a  domestic  concern,  and  a  legislative  ques- 
tion.   It  belongs  to  our  \)wn  authorities,  and  to  the  • 
legislative  department  of  those   authorities.      If 
these  S200,000,  thus  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  were   for  military   expenses, 
properly  incurred  in  their  own  defence  through 
the  neglect  or  default  of  the  General  Government, 
the  question  of  reimbursement  would  still  4)e  one 
of  exclusive  legislative  consideration.     It  would 
address  itself  to  Congress.     But  it  is  not  even  a 
question  of  that  kind,  but  of  police  and  surveying 
expenses.    The  treaty  says,  vapfuely,  for  protecting 
the  disputed  territory,  and  makmg  a  survey  thereof: 
the  correspondence  explains  this  protection  to  be 
for  the  mamtenance  of^a  civil  posse^  and  for  a  sur- 
vey necessary  to  be  made.     Congress  itself  cannot 
pay  States  for  maintaining  civil  posses  and  making 
surveys.    It  must  be  for  defence  against  invasion 
or  insurrection.    This  is  the  Constitution;  and  the 
treaty-making  power  is  not  above  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  subordinate  to  it.    The  supremacy  of  the 
treaty  is  not  over  the  Constitution, bui  over  the  sub- 
jects falling  within  the  scope  of  that  power.    It  is 
for  Congress  to  say  whether  a  case  has  occurred  to 
authorize  Maine  and  Massachusetts  lo  be  reim- 
bursed for  expenses  incurred  in  resisting  invasion. 
The  treaty-making  power  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  it  is  an  invasion  of  the  legislative  power  to  put 
it  inio  a  treaty.    In  the  light  of  a  civil  posse  and  a 
survey,  Congress  itself  cannot  pay  these  $200,000. 
The   President,  the  Senate,  and  GLueen  Victoria 
cannot  extend  our  Constitution,  or  bind  the  Con- 
gress to  pass  unconstitutional  acts.    The  payment 
of  this  sum  for  a  civil  posse  and  a  survey,  unjusti- 
fiable in  itself,  becomes  aggravated  by  this  uncon- 
stitutional attempt  to  control  and  coerce  Congress. 
It  was  evidently  put  in  for  that  purpose,  and  should 
be  struck  from  the  treaty.     It  is  a  question  for 
legislation,  and  not  for  diplomacy;  and  Lord  Ash- 
burton  evidently  looks  to  this,  in  bis  ultimate  note, 
washing  his  hands  of  alt  these  payments  to  Maine 
and  M^sachusetts. 

10.  The  naval  alliance  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  This  alliance  is  a  part  of  the  treaty, 
and  evidently  an  indissoluble  part  of  it.  The  mo- 
tion to  strike  it  out  is  to  be  resisted;  and  is  already 
resisted  as  a  motion  to  destroy  the  treaty,  to  prevent 
its  ratification  by  Great  Britain,  and  as  exposing 
us  to  war  with  that  power.  All  this  is  an  admis- 
sion that  the  treaty  is  a  unit;  that  the  alliance  is  a 
part  of  it;  and  that  this  alliance  cannot  be  refused  • 
without  exciting  the  resentment  of  Great  Britain. 

I  do  not  discu2(s  the  merits  of  this  alliance  at  pres- 
ent; a  proper  time  will  be  found  for  that  discus- 
sion when  I  come  to  the  article  which  stipulates  for 
the  naval  co  operation.  At  present,  I  onfy  mention 
it  as  one  of  the  considerations  which  make  up  the 
price  ^hich  we  pay  for  the  treaty,  as  one  of  the 
American  concessions  and  equivalents,  and  there- 
fore proper  to  be  enumerated  in  the  catalogue  of 
grants  and  sacrifices  on  our  part.  I  shall  move 
to  strike  it  out,  both  as  wrong  in  itself,  and  as  being 
in  a  wrong  place,  even  if  it  was  right. 

11.  The  diplomatic  alliance  for  remonstrances 
with  foreign  Governments  which  still  admit  the 
trade  in  African  slaves.  This  is  an  undertaking 
of  the  same  character  with  the  naval  alliance 
subject  to  the  same  remarks,  as  an  American  con- 
sideration for  making  the  treaty;  and  only  men- 
tioned now,  for  the  sake  of  enurneralion  in  the  list 
of  our  grants  and  equivalents.  Its  merits  will  be 
discussed  under  the  proper  head. 

12.  The  delivery  of  fugitive  criminals.  This 
stipulation  is  another  of  the  American  concessions 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  The  design  of  it  is  to 
get  hold  of  fugitive  "rebels"  from  Canada,  under  the 
pretext  of  getting  hold  of  fugitives  from  justice.  The 
design  is  political,  though  cloaked  with  the  name  of 
justice;  and  though  equalin  its  terms,  isunequal  in  its 
operation.  Fugitive  American  slaves  will  not  be 
given  up;fugitive  British  subjects  will  be.  Ourslaves 
will  siilj  be  enticed  into  Canada  by  the  honors,  the  re- 
wards, and  the  protection  which  await  them  there; 
and  I  only  mention  this  fugitive  stipulation  now, 
as  one  of  our  concessions  no  Great  Britain,  and 
one  to  which  late  events  in  Canada  have  given  great 
importance.  I  will  discuss  it  when  I  come  to  the  10th 
article. 

Such  is  the  catalogue,  and  such  the  comparative 
value  of  the  grants  and  equivalents  (as  they  are 
called  by  our  negotiator)  which  are  made  by  this 
treaty.     It  is  a  long  and  heavy  list  on  the  part 


of  the  United  States-ra  short  and  a  light  ooe 
on  the  part  of  Greai  Britain.  So  far  as  the  Maine 
boundary  is  concerned,  I  have  no  more  to  say;  bat 
the  other  parts  of  the  treaty — what  it  contains — what 
it  omits— the  general  objections  to  it — and  the  va- 
rious questions  which  arise  upon  the  correspond- 
ence,—all  these  demand  attenuon,  and  I  proceed  to 
give  it. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade  is  the 
secondsubjeci  included  in  the  treaty;  and  here  the  re* 
gret  renews  itself  at  the  absence  of  all  the  customary 
lights  upon  the  origin  and  progress  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions. No  minutes  of  conference;  no  protocol^  bo 
draughts  or  counterdraughts;  no  diplomatic  noles; 
not  a  word  of  any  kind  from  one  negotiator  to  the 
other.  Nothing  in  relation  to.  the  subject,  in  the 
shape  of  negotiation,  is  communicated  to  as.  Even 
the  section  of  the  correspondence  entitled  "Shf- 
pression  of  the  slave-trade" — even  this  section  pro- 
fessedly  devoted  to  ihe  subject,  contains  not  a  sfU 
lable  upon  it  from  the  negotiators  to  each  other, 
or  to  their  Grovernments;  but  opens  and  closes  with 
communications  from  Amencan  naval  officers, 
evidently  extracted  from  them  by  the  American 
negotiator,  to  justify  the  forthcoming  of  precon- 
ceived and  foregone  conclusions.  Never  since 
the  art  of  writing  was  invented  could  there  have 
been  a  treaty  of  such  magnitude  negotiated  with 
such  total  absence  of  necessary  light  upon  the  his- 
tory of  its  formation.  Lamentable  as  is  this  defect 
of  light  upon  the  formation  of  the  treaty  generally, 
it  becomes  particularly  so  at  this  point,  where  a 
stipulation  new,  delicatQ,  and  embarrassing,  has 
been  unexpectedly  introduced,  and  falls  upon  us  as 
abruptly  as  if  it  fell  from  the  clouds.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  all  appropriate  infornmtion  from  the  ne- 
gotiators  themselves,  I  am  driven  to  glean  among 
the  scanty  paragraphs  of  the  President's  message, 
and  in  the  answers  of  the  naval  ofilcers  to  the 
Secretary's  inquiries.  Though  silent  as  to  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  proposition  for  this 
novel  alliance,  tney  still  show  the  important  par- 
ticular of  the  motives  which  caused  it.  The  Pres* 
ident  says: 

'The  treaty  obligatiom  tubelstins  between  the  two  ooontriei 
for  the  euppre«ion  of  the  AfricaD  slave  trade,  ami  the  con- 
plainta  made  to  this  Government  within  the  last  three  or  feor 
years  (many  of  them  bat  too  well  founded)  of  the  vintation, 
seizure^  and  detention  of  American  vessels  on  that  cosai,  \a 
British  cmisers,  could  not  but  form  a  dalicafe  and  hkhly  im- 
pottant  part  of  the  negoilaUons  which  have  now  beeoheld. 

"It  is  Itnown  that,  in  December  last,  a  treaty  was  aiCMd  in 
London^  by  the  representatives  of  Engtand,  FraDce/Runa, 
Prussia,  and  Austria,  having  for  its  professed  object  a  strong 
and  united  effort  of  the  five  powers  to  put  an  end  to  the  trtific. 
This  trsaiy  was  not  qffUiaUy  communicated  to  the  Govera. 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  its  provisions  and  stipiilatMHM 
are  supposed  to  be  accnrately  known  to  the  public  It  is  ua- 
der^ood  to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of  France. 

"No  application  m  request  has  htm  made  to  thia  Govern, 
ment  to  become  par fy  to  this  treaty;  but  the  course  it  inifht 
take  in  regard  to  it,  has. excited  no  aniall  degree  of  atientiOQ 
and  discussion  in  Europe,  as  the  principle  upon  which  It  is 
founded,  and  the  stipulations  which  It  contains,  have  caued 
warm  animadversluns  and  great  political  exdtemienL 
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immunity  oi'  flags.  Desirous  of  maintauhing  those  priuciplM 
fully,  at  the  same  time  that  existing  oblieations  should  bs  fat* 
filled,  I  have  ihuught  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dif. 
niiy  of  the  country,  that  it  ehould  execute  its  ewn  Uxtes^  and 
perform  its  own  cbligations,  by  its  own  means  amditsoten 
power.  The  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merct^Ant  vtutk 
uf  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purpose,  at> 
ccpt  thf«ie  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  na:icms,  un- 
der w*iatever  restraints  or  regulations  it  may  take  place,  may 
lead  to  dant^erotM  results,  ft  is  far  better,  by  other  msdus, 
lo  supersede  any  supposed  necessity,  or  <iny  motivejor  suck 
exmmination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel  by 
an  armed  cruiser,  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  toacfa 
the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  te  afR»ct  the  loterestsof 
individuals.  It  has  been  thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only 
in  accordance  with  the  stipniaiinns  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  bat 
at  the  pame  lime  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  otherg 
for  violating  the  immunities  of  tite  American  Jlag  upon  the 
seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  difined  by  the  law  of  nations.  t$ 
tnttr  into  the  articles  new  submitted  to  the  Senate. " 

The  recitals  in  this  paragraph  are  of  moment- 
ous importance.  They  are  conclusive  to  show 
that  the  stipulations  into  which  we  have  entered, 
are  the  price  which  we  have  aereed  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  going  unsearched  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  for  the  favor  of  not  being  officially  re- 
quired to  join  the  quintuple  alliance  for  the  sap- 
pre&sion  of  the  slave-lraqe.  The  two  first  para- 
graphs are  pregnant  of  these  inferences:  the  con- 
cluding sentences  of  the  last  paragraph  are  coocla- 
sive  of  their  truth.  The  first  paragraph  redtes 
the  fact  of  the  seizure,  detention,  and  visitation  of 
our  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  British  crui^rs 
the  second  ambiguously  refers  to  the  five  powers 
alliance,  and  raises  surmises  of  their  designs,  wliich 
|t  does  not  satisfy:  the  concluding  seoteaoei  of  the 
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test  paragraph  are  safficiently  explicit  in  the  declar- 
ation that  we  join  Great  Britain  to  avoid  a  janction 
«rith  the  five  powers  I  and  that  we  search  our- 
selves, to  avoia  being  searched  by  British  cruisers! 
Stadionsly  ambigaous,  and  profose  of  phrased  to 
deceive,  while  stinted  of  facts  to  inform,  the  mes- 
sage still  Iiets  oQt  enough  to  betray  these  hidden  and 
momentous  meanings.  The  treaty  has  not  been 
oficiaUf  communicated  to  our  Government.  But 
may  it  not  have  been  unofficially^  and  if  so,  by 
whomi  for  what  purpose?  and  what  are  its  con- 
tentsl  Instead  of  answering  thescf  pertinent  in- 
quiries, ao  naturally  suggested  by  the  declaration 
of  the  Don-official  communication^  the  sentence  oS- 
liqaes  off  into  the  empty  supposition  thai  the  con- 
tents are  well  known  to  the  public !  Why  tell  us 
thisi  why  tell  us  what  the  public  knowsl  We  want 
to  know  what  the  Government  knows — hqw  it  ob- 
tained its  information — and  what  it  is  required  to 
do.  Instead  of  thai,  it  tells  us  of  the  public:  and 
then  flies  off  to  France,  and  informs  us  what  we 
well  knew  before— that  Prance  had  not  signed. 
All  this  is  foreign  to  the  point.  We  want  to  know 
what  concerns  ourselves — whether  the  five  pow- 
ers arc  occupied  with  our  affairs^and  whether 
they  have  shown  us  their  treaty— and  for  what  pur- 
posed The  message  says:  "No  application  has 
been  made  to  the  United  States  to  become  a  parly 
tothisquintuple  alliance,  but  ...  but  ...  but  .. . 
the  course  we  may  take  is  the  subject  of  attention, 
and  discussion,  and  warmth,  and  excitement  in  Eu- 
rope !"  But  what  all  this  tends  to,  and  what  is  re- 
qaired  of  us  to  allay  this  excitement,  the  message 
does  not  say.  Instead  of  satisfying  the  curiosity 
which  it  excited  as  to  the  course  of  things  in  rela- 
tion to  us  in  EUirope,  it  flies  back  to  this  continent — 
reverts  to  the  President's  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session — denies  the  right  of  search — 
asserts  the  immunity  of  flags — and  then  most  omi- 
Doasly  declares  that  it  is  better  to  execute  our  own 
law5,  and  perform  our  own  obligations;  and  do  this 
by  oar  own  means,  and  by  our  own  power.  Why 
this  declaration!  Were  others  about  to  execute 
oar  laws,  and  perform  our  obligations,  and  to  use 
means  and  powers  upon  us,  not  our  ownl  Was 
this  the  state  of  the  easel  and,  if  so,  why  not  tell 
US'!  Why  this  paltering  and  equivocation,  unless 
to  bide  a  damned  conclusion  which  must  be  suf- 
fered, but  cannot  be  toldl  The  next  sentence,  how- 
ever, approaches  the  point.  *'It  is  better  to  super- 
sede the  motive  and  supposed  necessity  for  this 
delicate  and  dangerous  search."  And,  finally,  in 
the  last  words  of  the  last  sentence,  the  fatal  secret  is 
let  ont — that  the  articles  now  before  the  Senate 
were  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  "removing  all 
pretext  on  the  part  of  others  for  violating  the  im- 
rannities  of  the  American  flag  in  the  African 
seas !"  This  is  the  secret;  and  after  this,  it  stands 
confessed  that  our  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance 
with  Great  Britain  is  the  price  which  we  pay  for 
five  years'  exemption  from  search,  and  for  the  fa- 
vor of  not  being  made  a  parly  to  the  quintuple  al- 
liance. The  alliance  with  Great  Britain  is  a  sub- 
stitute for  these  penalties:  and  a  more  ignomin- 
ious pQTchase  of  exemption  from  outrage  neveh  dis- 
graced the  annals  of  an  independent  nation. 

We  will  now  see  what  is  tne  price  we  have  con- 
tracted to  pay  for  these  exemptions;  and  for  that 
purpose  1  read  the  8th  and  9ih  articles  of  the 
treaty: 

«»  Ajriolb  vni.  The  parties  mutually  fitipulate  iliat  ea^h 
ffhftU  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  serTire,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  aufflclent  and  ddeqnata  squadron,  or  naral  force  of 
vmMt0,ofiittitab)enumben  and  descriptions,  to  carry  )n  all 
not  l6M  tbao  rish(y  gun«,  to  enforce  separately  and  respective' 
ly  the  laws,  rignts,  and  obligations  of  racM  of  the  two  councries, 
UfT  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  (he  raid  squadrons  to  be 
independent  of  each  other,  but  the  two  Governments  stipulating, 
nevertheleaa,  to  ^Te  such  oiders  to  the  officers  conunanding 
their  respective  forces,  as  shall  enable  them  m  ;Bt  efTcctuaily  (o 
act  In  concert  and  co  operation,  upon  mutual  convul ration,  as 
exigencies  may  arise,  n>r  the  attainment  of  the  true  object  of 
this  article;  copies  of  all  such  orders  to  be  communicated  by 
each  Government » the  other  respectively. 

**  AJincLB  DC.  Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  which 
may  be  made  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  suppreSiing  of 
th«  slave-trade,  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  traffic, 
and  aToiding  the  rigilance  of  cruisers  by  the  fraudulent 
tMe  of  flags,  and  other  means,  are  so  great,  snd  the  tempta- 
tions for  pursuing  it,  while  a  market  can  be  found  for  slaven, 
«o  sttonf ,  as  that  the  desired  result  may  be  long  delayed,  un 
leaa  all  markets  be  shut  against  the  purchase  of  African  ne- 
groes; the  parties  to  this^  treaty  agree  that  they  will  unite  in 
aJl  l>ecomiag  repcesen*atiofw  and  remonstrances  with  any  and 
all  powers  wittiin  whose  dominions  such  markets  are  allowed 
to  exist;  and  tliat  they  will  ur«e  upon  all  such  powers  the 
pmpriety  and  duty  of  closiog  euch  markets  efr<;aua:iy  at  once 
and  Ibrever." 

This  is  the  price!  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance 
Vith  Qreat  Britain!  And  the  eleventh  article  siipu- 
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lates  that  the  naval  alliance  is  to  continue  for  five 
years,  and  afterwards  until  one  of  the  parties  shall 
pive  notiqe  for  its  cessation.  Of  coarse,  Great 
Britain  will  never^i  ve  the  notice.  Of  course,  also, 
the  American  Administration  which  makes  it,  will 
never  give  the  notice.  The  alliance  is  eternal, 
unless  we  break  down  the  party  which  made  it. 
And  this  is  the  course  of  all  revolting  and  danger- 
ous innovations.  It  is  as  temporary  measures  ihcy 
are  introduced.  They  are  continued  impercepti- 
bly; and  finally  made  permanent,  and  fastened 
irrevocably  upon  the  country.  This  will  be  the 
case  with  this  alliance,  unless  the  elections  of  1844 
relieve  us  from  the  dominion  of  the  party  now  in 
power.  And  now  let  us  see  the  extent  of  the 
obligations  we  have  incurred  to  purchase  this  ex- 
emption from  search,  and  to  be  excused  from 
signing  the  quintuple  treaty.  They  are:  First,  to 
prepare,  eauip,  and  maintain  in  service  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  a  stjuadron  of  "  at  leasV^  eighty 
guns,  to  cooperate  with  a  British  squadron  in  sup- 
pressing the  .slave  trade.  Secondly,  to  unite  with 
Great  Britain  in  diplomatic  remonstrances  and  rep* 
resentations  against  the  purchase  of  African  ne- 
groes, with  all  the  powers  which  still  admit  such 
purchases,  and  urgmg  them  to  cease  the  practice, 
and  to  close  the  door  against  such  purcnoses  at 
once  and  foreyer.  These  are  the  obligations;  and 
it  is  seen  at  once  that  they,  constitute  an  alliance — 
a^double  alliance— between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  The  first  sensation  of  an  Ameri- 
can in  discovering  this  ominous  conjunction,  is 
that  of  astonishment,  indignation,  and  shame.  The 
farewell  words  of  Washington  rush  to  the  mind. 
He  warned  us  against  entangling  ourselves  in 
foreign  alliance:  and  here  we  are  deeply  entangled, 
and  that  with  the  very  nation  which,  of  all  the 
others  in  the  world,  is  the  mast  to  be  dreaded. 

The  consequences  of  this  entanglement  are  be- 
yond the  reach  of  human  forcsie:nt,  or  of  mental  / 
divination.  It  is  the  commencement  of  involvingt^ 
our  America,  and  with  it  the  whole  New  World, 
in  the  systems  and  vortex  of  European  politics. 
We  begin  with  going  to  Africa  to  iom  Great  Brit- 
ain, Russia,  Prus.sia,  and  Austria,  (for  Prance  de- 
clines the  favor,)  in  redressing  the  grievances  of 
the  Old  World;  ailer  that,  it  is  a  natural  step  for 
these  great  powers  to  come  over  here  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  the  New  World.  If  this  fatal  policy 
is  suffered  to  continue;  if  we  go  on  to  mix  our- 
selves in  the  affairs  of  Europe^  if  we  quit  our  own, 
to  stand  upon  foreign  ground;  if  we  hitch  our  cock- 
boat to  the  grand  navies  of  Europe,  and  tie  on  our 
little  ministers  behind  the  gorgeous  representatives 
of  mighty  monarchs;— if  we  do  this,  then  it  is  in 
vain  that  Providence  isolated  us,  and  that  Wash- 
ington warned  us.  We  are'  doomed  to  foreign 
connexions,  and  to  foreign  interference;  and  may 
expect  to  see  the  affairs  of  the  two  Americas, 
from  Baffin's  Bay  to  Cape  Horn,  regulated  by  the 
sovereign  congresses  ot  Vienna*,  St.  Petersburg, 
and  London;  and  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Europe 
sent  here  to  enforce  their  decrees. 

Passing  from  the  political  coa«?equences  of  this 
entanglement — consequences  which  no  human  fore- 
sight can  reach— 1  come  to  the  immediate  and 
practical  effects  which  lie  within  our  view,  and 
which  display  the  enormous  inexpediency  of  the 
measure.  First:  the  expense  in  money— an  item 
which  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  some  regard  in 
ihe  present  deplorable  state  of  the  treasury — in 
the  present  cry  for  retrenchment — and  in  the  pres; 
ent  heavy  taxation  upon  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of  life.  This  expense  for  80  guns  will  be 
about  S750,000  per  annum,  exclusive  of  repairs 
and  loss  of  lives.  I  speak  of  the  whole  expense,, 
as  part  of  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  mere  expense  of  working 
the  ships  after  they  have  gone  to  sea.  Nine  thou- 
sand dollars  per  gun  is  about  the  expense  of  the 
establishment;  80  guns  would  be  ^720,000  per  an- 
num, which  is  ^,600,000  for  five  years.  But  the 
squadron  is  not  limited  to  a  maximum  of  80  guns; 
that  is  the  minimum  limit:  ii  is  to  be  80  guns  "at 
the  least."  And  if  the  party  which  granted  these 
80  shall  continue  in  power.  Great  Britain  may  find 
it  as  easy  to  double  the  number,  as  it  was*to  obtain 
the  first  eighty.  Nor  is  the  time  limited  to  five 
years;  it  is  only  determinable  after  that  period  by 
giving  notice;  a  notice  not  to  We  expected  from 
those  who  made  the  treaty.  At  the  least,  then,  the 
moneyed  expense  is  to  be  ^3,600,000;  if  the  present 
parly  continues  in  power,  it  may  double  or  treble 
that  amount;  and  this,  besides  the  cost  of  the  ships. 
Such  is  the  moneyed  expense.    In  ships,  the  wear 


and  tear  of  vessels  must-  be  great.  We  are  to  pre- 
pare, equip,  and  maintain  in  service,  on  a  coast 
4,000  miles  from  home,  the  adequate  number  of 
vessels  to  carry  these  80  guns.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  send  the  number  there;  they  must  be  kept  up  and 
maintained  in  service  there;  and  this  will  require 
constant  expenses  to  repaiV  injuries,  supply  losses, 
and  cover  casualties.  In  the  employment  of  men, 
and  the  waste  of  life  and  health,  the  expenditure 
must  be  large.  Ten  men  and  two  officers  to  the 
gun,  is  the  smallest  estimate  that  can  be  admitted. 
This  would  require  a  complement  of  960  men.  In- 
cluding all  the  necessary  equipage  of  the  ship,  and 
above  1,000  persons  will  be  constSntly  required. 
These  are  to  be  employed  at  a  vast  distance  from 
home;  on  a'  savage  coast;  in  a  perilous  service;  On 
both  sides  of  the  equator;  and  in  a  climate  which 
is  death  to  the  white  race.  This  waste  of  men — 
this  wear  and  tear  of  life  and  constitution — should 
stand  for  something  in  a  Christian  land,  and  in  this 
age  of  roaming  philanthropy;  unless,  indeed,  in 
excess  of  love  for  the  blacks^  it  Ls  deemed  merilo- 
nous  to  destroy  the  whites.  The  field  of  operations 
for  this  squadron  is  great;  the  term  *'coast  of  Afri- 
ca" having  an  immense  application  in  th?  vocabu- 
lary of  the"  slave-trade.  On  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  according  to  the  replies  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers Bell  and  Pame,  the  traae  is  carried  on  from 
Senegal  to  Cape  Frio— a  distance  of  3,600  miles, 
following  its  windings,  as  the  watching  squadrons 
would  have  to  go.  But  the  track  of  the  slavers  be- 
tween Africa  and  America  has  to  be  watched,  as 
well  as  the  immediate  coast;  and  this  embraces  a 
space  in  the  ocean  of  35  degrees  on  each  side  of 
tne  equator,  (say  four  thousand  miles,)  and 
covering  the  American  coast  from  Cuba  to  Rio 
Janeiro;  so  that  the  coast  of  Africa— the  west- 
ern coast  alone — embraces  a  diagram  of  the 
ocean  of  near  4,000  miles  every  way,  having 
Y  the  equator  in  the  centre,  and  bounded  east  and 
west  by  the  New  and  the  Old  World.  This  is  for 
the  western  coast  only:  the  eastern  is  nearly  as 
large.  The  same  naval  officers  say  that  a  large 
traae  in  negroes  is  carried  on  in  the  Mahometan 
countries  bordering  on  the  Red  sea  and  the  Persian 
gulf,  and  in  the  Portuguese  Blast  India  colonies; 
and,  what  is  worthy  to  be  told,  it  is  also  carried  on 
in  the  British  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  other 
British  Asiatic  possessions.  It  is  true,  the  officers 
say  the  American  slavers  are  not  yet  there;  but  go 
there  they  will,  according  to  all  the  laws  of  trading 
and  hunting,  the  moment  they  are  disturbed,  or  the 
trade  fails,  on  the  western  coast. .  Wherever  the 
trade  exists,  the  combined  powers  must  follow  it: 
for  good  is  not  lo  be  done  by  halves,  and  philan- 
thropy is  not  to  be  circumscribed  by  coasts  and  lati- 
tudes. Great  is  the  field  of  enterprise  which  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  British-American  squadrons; 
great,  also,  is  the  field  of  labor  for  their  diplomatic 
remonstrants.  Spain,  Portugal,  Brazil;  Cuba,  Porto 
Rico,  and  other  American  islands;  the  Mahometan, 
Portuguese,  and  British  possessions  in  southern 
Asia; — all  these  will  require  the  presence  of  the  An- 
glo-American embassies.  Great  will  be  the  expense 
of  these  embassies;  for  the  ambassadors  must  not 
only  be  paid,  but  go  loaded  with  costly  presents 
when  baroarians  are  to  be  treated  with.  And  here 
the  treating  is  to  be  double — with  the  savage  negro 
chiefs  who  tolerate  the  sale,  and  with  Christian  or 
Mahometan  kings  who  tolerate  the  purchase.  Even 
if  no  uifluckv  consequence  supervenes,  the  expense 
of  these  embassies  m^st  still  be  great;  but  if  our 
ministers  chance  to  be  assassinated  by  the  negro 
chief,  or  insulted  by  the  Christian  or  Mahometan 
king — what  ihenl  Shall  we  resent  the  injury,  at  a 
good  loss  of  men  and  money?  or  shall  we  count  the 
cost,  and  pocket  the  outrage?  What  if  Ihe  Empe- 
ror of  Brazil,  boy  as  he  is;  or  the  Clueen  of  Spain, 
child  as  she  is;  or  the  GLueen  of  Portugal,  laay  as 
she  is,  should  give  our  minister  advice  to  return 
home  and  free  his  own  country  from  slaves  before 
he  went  about  to  close  the  markers  of  the  world 
against  themi  True,  there  is  a  difference  between 
purchasing,  and  the  purchased.  The  intellect  can 
detect  the  diflerence.  But  still  it  is  a  case  for  a 
sarcasm,  and  for  an  insult;  and  the  American  min- 
ister who  should  go  upon  these  expeditions  should 
look  out  for  answers  very  different  from  what  may 
be  given  to  the  representative  of  Great  Britain. 
She,  having  liberated  her  own  slaves,  may  stand 
up  and  speak.  But  how  will  it  be  with  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  when  he  commences  rehearsing  his 
remonstrance'?  This  business  of  remonstrating  is 
a  delicate  operation  between  individuals;  more  so 
when  a  sovereign  is  in  the  case;  and  becomes  ev 
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ceedingly  crilicaJ  when  the  remonstrani  is  about  in 
the  condition  himself.which  he  attacks  In  others. 
Anu>ng  all  the  strange  features  in  the  comedy  of 
errors  which  has  ended  in  this  treaty,  that  of  send- 
ing American  ministers  abroad,  to  close  the  markets 
of  the  world  against  the  slave-trade,  is  ine  most 
striking.  Not  content  with  the  expenses,  loss  of 
]if2,  and  political  entanglement  of  this,  alliance,  we 
most  electioneer  for  insults,  and  send  ministers 
abroad  to  receive,  pocket,  and  bring  them  home. 
In  what  circumstances  do  we  undertake  all  this 
fine  work*?  What  is  our  condition  at  home,  while 
tius  going  abroad  in  search  of  emplovmentl  We 
raise  1,000  men^for  foreign  service,  while  reducing 
our  little  army  at  home!  We  send  ships  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  while  dismounting  our  dragoons 
on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas !  We 
protect  Africa  from  slave-dealers,  and  abandon 
Florida  to  savage  butchery!  We  send  cannon, 
shot,  shells,  powder,  lead,  bombs,  and  balls,  to  Af- 
rica, while  denying  arms  and  ammunition  to  the 
young  men  who  go  to  Florida !  We  give  food, 
clothes,  pay,  to  the  men  who  go  to  Africa,  and  deny 
rations  even  to  those  who  go  to  Florida !  We  cry 
out  for  retrenchment,  and  scatter  $3,(jOO,000  at  one 
broad  cast  of  the  hand !  We  lax  tea  and  coffee, 
and  send  the  money  to  Africa !  We  are  borrowing 
and  taxing,  and  striking  paper  money,  and  reducing 
expenses  at  home,  when  engaging  in  this  new  and 
vast  expense  for  the  c'efence  of  Africa!  What 
madness  and  folly!  Has  Don  GLuixotie  come  to 
life,  and  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  our  Govern- 
inent,  and  taken  the  negroes  of  Africa,  instead  of 
the  damsels  of  Spain,  for  the  objects  ol  bis  chival- 
rous proteclioni 

--The  slave-trade  is  diabolical  and  infamous;  but 
Great  Britain  is  not  the  country  to  read  us  a  lesson 
upon  its  atrocity,  or  to  stimulate  our  exertions  to 
suppress  it.  The  nation  which,  at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  made  the  asieiUo — the  slave  contract— a 
condition  of  peace,  fighting  on  till  she  obtained  ii; 
the  nation  which  entailed  African  slavery  upon  us 
— which  rejected  our  colonial  statutes  for  its  sup- 
pression*— which  has  many,  many  ten  millions  of 
white  subjects  in  Euroije  and  in  Asia  in  greater 
slavery  of  body  and  mmd,  in  more  bodily  misery 
and  mental  darkness,  than  any  black  slaves  in  the 
United  States; — such  a  nation  has  no  right  to  cajole 
or  to  dragoon  us  into  alliances  and  expenses  for  the 
suppre^ion  of  slaveiy  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We 
have  done  our  part  on  that  subject.  Considering 
the  example  and  instruction  we  had  from  Great 
Britain,  we  have  done  a  wonderful  part.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  mainly  made  by 
5laveholding  States,  authorized  Congress  to  put  an 
end  to  the  importation  of  slaves  by  a  given  day. 
Anticipating  the  limited  day  by  legi<ilative  action, 
the  Congress  had  the  law  ready  to  take  effect  on 
the  day  permitted  by  the  Constiimion.  On  the  Jst 
day  of  January,  1808,  Thomas  Jefferson  being 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  importation  of 
slaves  became  unlawful  and  criminal.  A  su'ose* 
quent  act  of  Congress,  following  op  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  first  draught  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  qualified  the  crime  as  piratical,  and 
delivered  up  its  pursuers  to  the  swoid  of  the  law, 
and  to  the  vengeance  of  the  world,  as  the  enemies  of 
the  human  race.  Vessels  of  war  cruising  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  under  our  act  of  1819,  have  been  di- 
rected to  search  our  own  vessels — to  arrest  the 
violators  of  the  law,  and  bring  them  in — the  ships 
for  confiscation,  and  the  raenior  punishment.  This 
was  doing  enough— enough  for  a  young  country,  far 
remote  in  the  New  World,  and  whose  policy  is  to 
avoid  foreign  connexions  and  entangling  alliances. 
We  did  this  voluntarily,  without  instigation,  and 
without  supervision  from  abroad;  and  now  there 
can  be  no  necessity  for  Great  Britain  to  assume  a 
superiority  over  us  in  this  particular,  and  bind  us 
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*  He  haa  waged  cruel  war  azainst  hiiDian  nature  iuelf,  vio- 
lating  its  moat  sacred  rights  oflifo  and  lit>erty  in  the  peraons  nf 
a  diataot  people  who  never  offended  him,  captivating  and  car- 
rying them  into  slavery  in  anoiht r  hemisphere,  ni  to  incur 
miserable  death  in  their  tranBporiation  thither.  This  piratical 
warfare— the  opprobrium  of  infidel  powers— is  the  warfare  of 
the  Christian  king  of  Great  Biitaln,  deiermined  lo  keep  open  a 
market  where  nuti  should  bo  bought  and  sold.  He  has  proeti* 
tuted  his  negative  for  supi'reBsing  every  legir-laiive  aitempt  to 
prohibit  or  restrain  this  execrable  commerce;  and,  that  this  as* 
mmblage  of  horrors  might  want  no  fact  of  diMinguisbed  die,  he 
is  now  exciting  the  very  people  to  rise  in  arms  among  us,  and 
to  purchase  that  liberty  of  which  he  has  deprived  them,  by 
munleiin^  the  people  on  whom  he  has  obtruded  th«m;  thus 
paying  off  former  crimes  committed  againet  the  Hbfrtina  of 
one  people,  with  crimes  which  ha  urtes  th<*m  to  commit  aisatnat 
the  Uvea  of  another."— ( Original  draught  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence^  as  drawn  by  Mr.  Jejfereon,  and  before  it 
WQ9  altered  by  the  committee  ] 


in  treaty  stipulations,  which  destroy  all  the  merit  of 
a  voluntary  action.  We  have  done  enough;  and  it 
is  no  part  of  our  business  to  exalt  still  higher  the 
fanatical  spirit  of  abolition,  which  is  now  become 
the  stalking-horse  of  nations  and  of  political  pow- 
ers. Our  country  contains  many  slaves,  derived 
from  Africa;  and,  while  holding  these,  it  is  neither 
politic  nor  decent  to  join  the  crusade  of  European 
powers  lo  put  down  the  African  slave-trade.  From 
combinations  of  powers  against  the  present  slave- 
lakers,  there  is  but  a  step  to  the  combmation  of  the 
same  powers  against  the  present  slaveholders;  and 
it  is  not  for  the  United  States  to  join  in  the  first 
movement,  which  leads  to  the  second.  "No  en- 
tangling alliances"  should  be  her  motto !  And  as 
for  her  part  in  preventing  the  foreign  slave-trade, 
it  is  sufficient  that  she  prevents  her  own  citizens, 
in  her  own  way,  from  engaging  in  it;  and  that  she 
takes  care  to  become  neither  the  instrument,  nor  the 
victim,  of  European  combinations  for  its  suppres- 
sion. 

The  past  administrations  have  been  careful  to 
save  us  from  ihe  entanglement  of  these  connex- 
ions: ihey  have  been  as  careful  to  save  us  from 
these  dangerous  connexions,  as  the  English  have 
been  anxious  to  involve  us  in  them.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  rejected,  as  ^^unauthorized  by  instructions^ 
and  contrary  to  the  established  and  tcdl-knoum  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  the  Gorernmenlj*'  the  arrange- 
mept  made  by  the  commander  olthe  United  Stales 
schooner  Grampus  with  the  commander  of  her 
Britdnnic  Majesty's  sloop  the  Wolverine,  on  the 
nth  of  March,  1^0,  autnorizing  the  British  com- 
mander "to  detain  all  vessels  under  American 
colors  found  to  be  fully  equipped  for  and  engaged 
in  the  slave-trade,  handing  over  to  the  American 
commander  the  vessels  found  to  be  American." 
Mr.  Van  Buren  rejected  this  arrangement  (the 
seminal  principle  of  the  present  treaty)  as  contrary 
to  the  PRINCIPLES  and  the  POLICY  of  the 
Government;  and  now  this  treaty  comes  to  carry 
out  on  a  great  scale,  what  he  wisely  condemned  on 
a  small  one. 

The  papers  communicated  do  not  show  at  whose 
instance  these  articles  were  inserted;  and  the  ab- 
sence of  all  minute.*?  of  conferences  leaves  us  at  a 
loss  to  trace  their  origin  and  progress  in  the  hands 
of  the  negotiators.  The  little  that  is  seen  would 
indicate  its  origin  lobe  wholly  American;  evidence 
aliunde  proves  it  lo  be  wholly  British;  and  that  our 
Secretary  negotiator  was  only  doing  the  work  of 
the  British  minister  in  assuming  the  ostensible 
paternity  of  the  articles.  In  the  papers  communi- 
cated, there  is  not  a  syllable  upon  the  subject  from 
Lord  A«5hburlon.  His  finger  is  not  seen  in  the 
affair.  Mr.  Webster  appears  as  sole  mover  and 
conductor  of  the  proposition.  In  his  letter  of  ihe 
30lh  of  April  to  Captains  Bell  and  Paine  of  the 
United  Stales  navy,  he  first  approaches  the  sub- 
ject, and  opens  it  .with  a  series  of  questions  on  the 
African  slave-trade.  This  draws  forth  the  an- 
swers which  I  have  already  .^hown.  This  is  ihe 
Commencementof  the  business.  And  here  we  are 
struck  with  the  curious  fact,  that  this  letter  of  in- 
quiry, laying  the  foundation  for  a  novel  and  extra- 
ordinary ariicle  in  the  treaty,  bears  date  44  days 
before  the  first  written  communication  from  the 
British  to  the  American  negotiator !  and  47  days 
before  the  first  wriuen  communication  from  Mr. 
Webster  lo  Lord  Ashburion!  It  would  seem  that 
much  was  done  by  word  of  mouih  before  pen  was 
put  to  paper,  and  that  in  ihis  most  essential  part  of 
the  negotiations,  pen  was  not  put  to  paper  at  all, 
from  one  negotiator  to  the  other,  throughout  the 
whole  affair.  Lord  Ashburton's  name  is  never 
found  in  connexion  with  ihe  subject :  Mr.  Web- 
ster's only  in  the  notes  of  inquiry  to  the  American 
naval  officers.  Even  in  these  he  does  not  mention 
the  treaty,  nor  allude  to  the  negotiation,  nor  indi- 
cate the  purpose  for  which  information  was  sought! 
So  that  this  most  extraordinary  article  is  without 
a  clew  to  its  history,  and  stands  in  the  treaty  as  if 
it  had  fallen  from  the  clouds,  and  chanced  to  lodge 
there!  Even  the  President's  message,  [which  un- 
dertakes to  account  for  the  article,  and  to  justify  it, 
issilenton  the  point,  though  laboring  through  a  mass 
of  ambiguities  and  obscurities,  evidently  calculated 
to  raise  the  inference  that  it  originated  with  us. 
From  the  papers  Qommunicated,  it  is  an  American 
proposition,  of  which  the  British  negotiator  knew 
nothing  until  he  signed  the  treaty.  That  is  the  first 
place  where  his  name  is  seen  in  conjunction  with 
It,  or  seen  in  a  place  to  authorize  ihe  belief  that  he 
knew  of  ii.  Yet,  it  is  certainly  a  British  pro- 
position; it  is  certainly  a  British  article. 
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dence  aliunde  establishes  the  fact;  and  as  it  n 
an  important  fact,  and  the  more  90  from  Us  sun 
dious  concealment,  I  will  examine  that  evidence 
and  for  that  purpose  will  bare  to  go  back  new 
forty  years  in  this  branch  of  our  diplomatic  intefr 
course  with  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  project  with  the  Britisk* 
They  have  been  at  it  near  forty  years;  bat  nev9 
found  an  Administration  before  to  answer  their 
purpose.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1806,  when  Mt 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinckney  were  ministers  in  Loa« 
don,  the  British  commenced  this  business  but  in  a 
form  so  gentle  and  innocent,  that  one  is  at  a  k»s  ta 
understand,  except  as  now  explained,  their  anxietf 
to  obtain  a  treaty  stipulation  for  it.  The  reqoe< 
then  was,  for  an  mtercommnnicatioD  of  hvt 
against  the  slave-trade;  and  for  co-operation  to 
procure  the  consent  of  other  powers  to  the  aboli- 
lion  of  the  trade  by  law,  as  Great  Britain  andtke 
United  States  had  abolished  it.  It  was  an  innoceit 
request,  and  would  have  been  complied  viih,  with> 
out  the  compulsion  of  a  treaty  obligation.  We 
seod  our  laws  and  public  documents  now  to  all  tha 
powers  which  have  ministers  here.  Great  Britaia 
sends  us  all  her  parliamentary  papersf  and  a  val- 
uable present  they  are.  All  this  is  done  by  virtue 
of  the  comity  of  nalion.*<,  and  from  the  oivilizatica 
of  the  age,  and  not  by  virtue  of  national  compacts. 
Yet,  to  obtain  a  page  or  two  of  our  laws  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  and  to  get  us  to  join  ber  in  request- 
ing other  nations  to  abolish  the  slave-trade,  nothing 
short  of  a  treaty  stipulation  would  content  her  ex- 
treme anxiety.  The  article  was  put  into  a  treaty 
in  180G,  and  here  it  is: 

•  'The  hig^  contracUng  partiei  engage  to  comranaicale  in 
each  other,  wiUiout  ilelay,  alt  such  laws  at  hare  iMeo,  or  sbaU 
be  hereafter,  enacied  by  their  respeccive  Legisiaturw;  as  aJao 
all  meanures  which  shall  have  hetn  taken  for  iheabolkk^n  or 
limitation  of  the  African  slave  trade;  and  they  further  agree  m 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  co>operaimi  of  other 
powers  lor  the  final  and  complete  atmliiion  oi^a  tn4eao  icfiaf- 
nant  10  the  principles  of  humanity  snd  justice.*' 

This  is  the  article.  And  what  more  harmless! 
To  give  copies  of  our  laws,  and  to  request  other 
nations  to  abolish  the  trade  by  law,  as  we  bad 
done.  This  was  the  extent  of  the  stipulation.  The 
British  proposed  it,  and  pressed  its  adoption  wiih 
zeal.  The  protocols  show  it;  for,  in  those  days, 
treaties  were  not  negotiated  without  showing  how, 
and  the  American  ministers,  in  their  correspond- 
ence with  their  Government,  stated  explicitlj  that 
the  British  proposed  it,  and  pressed  it  opon  them. 
Their  words  are:  "  'I7u  Brittth  tommissimttrs  pro-^ 
posed  the  article^  and  showed  a  great  desire  Ukal  ve 
should  accede  to  it."  Now,  why  this  great  desire, 
unless  for  some  ulterior  purpose!  The  articlt 
was  nothing  in  itself;  and  this  anxiety  aboot  itcaa 
only  be  accounted  for  from  a  desire  to  lay  a  nest- 
egg,  to  be  hatched  into  life  by  the  diplomatic  in- 
cubation of  future,  negotiators.  The  alliances, 
naval  and  diplomatic,  of  1842,  show  the  depth  and 
character  of  their  long-sighted  policy. 

The  treaty  of  1806  was  not  ratified;  it  was  re- 
jected by  Mr.  J^erson,  without  commanicatioa  to 
the  Senate;  and  for  a  reason  which  1  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  mention  in  another  part  of  my  speech. 
The  treaty  fell,  and  with  it  the  agreed  artick 
on  the  slave-trade.  But  the  desires  of  the  British 
did  not  fall,  nor  did  they  abate;  and  at  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  their  instances  were  renewed  for  some  styw- 
lation  on  this  point,  with  all  the  warmth  of  a  nrst 
love,  and  with  all  the  peninacity  of  a  settled  de- 
sign. Advancing  beyono  the  nugatory  stipulations  ol 
180G,  pretermitting  the  unnecessary  engagement 
for  the  communication  of  laws^  and  endeavoring  to 
substitute  actions  for  words,  the  British  commis- 
sions at  Ghent  proposed  an  article  requiring  the 
United  States  "/o  exert  everif  means  in  their  power'* 
to  accomplish  the  suppression  of  this  trade.  The 
American  commissioners  found  this  proposition 
too  strong.  Though  indefinite  in  iis  terms,  and 
binding  us  to  nothing  specific,  it  was  still  deemed 
too  strong;  and,  upon  their  objection,  it  was  di- 
luted into  a  b^ank  engagement*— "to  up(  their  b^ 
endeavors."  In  this  diluted  form,  the  article  was 
agreed  to;  and  now  stand  thus,  as  article  10  of  the 
Ghent  treaty: 

''Whereas  the  traffic  in  staves  is  irreconcilable  wtih  ibe 
ciples  of  humanity  and  jostrcr;  and  whereaa,  both  bis 
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and  the  United  Suies  are  desirous  of  continuing  ibeir  ctfora  to 
promote  its enUre abolition;  it  ia  hereby  agmed  ihiai both  tfas ca»- 
tracting  parties  shall  use  their  -best  enaieavora  to  au—pBaa 
80  desirable  an  object'' 

This  is  the  article— certainly  a  feint  one,  aad 
binding  the  United  Slates  to  nothing.  But  it  wits  a 
nest  egg\  and  out  of  that  egg^  and  by  the  maternal 
incubation  of  the  present  American  Secretary  oC 
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itate,  twenty-eight  years  thereaAer,  an  alliance  for 
le  sappresnon  of  the  slave-trade,  by  arms  and  re- 
lOQstrances,  was  negotiated  between  the  two  powers. 
?be  President  of  the  United  States,  in  bis  message 
)the  Senate,  and  in  that  pan  of  it  whieh  relates  to  the 
Lfrican  articles,  three  times  refers  to  the  article  in 
le  Qheat  treaty;  and  so  refers  to  it  as  to  make  it 
M  cause  and  the  justification  for  the  present  stipu- 
itions.    He  says: 

TIm  etflj  mod  promiMOt  part  ivhich  the  GoTemmeDt  of 
te  Uaited  StatM  haa  tairen  for  the  abolition  of  this  un* 
twful  and  inhuman  tnOic,  i«  well  known.  By  the  10th 
rtide  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  H  is  declared  that  the  traffic  in 
tana  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hunianitj  and 
■lica,  and  that  both  his  Majesty  and  the  United  Slates  are  de« 
roos  of  eoniinuing^  their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  aboli- 
on:  and  it  is  thereby  agreed  that  boin  the  con(ractin£  parties 
tiall  use  their  best  endeayors  to  accomplish  so  desirable  au  ub* 
•ct" 

"In  my  meange  at  the  commeocement  of  the  present  ses- 
iOD  of  Concreaa,  1  endeavor  to  etate  the  principles  which  this 
toremmeot  supports,  respecting  the  rifthtof  search  and  the 
uroaniiyof  flags.  Desirous  of  maintaining  those  prineiples 
illy,  at  the^ame  time  that  esi9ting  obligations  should  be 
ulfiJed^  I  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
ignity  of  the  eouotnr,  that  itshould  execute  its  own  laws,  and 
erform  its  own  otofigations,  by  iut  own  means  and  its  own 
ower. 

•*IihMbeen  thooghtt  therefore,  ezpedienr,  not  only  in  ae- 
ordanee  tcUh  the  Btipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Gheni^  but 
t  the  same  time  as  removing  all  prelezt  on  the  part  of  others 
)r  violatbg  the  immunities  of  the  American  flag  upon  the 
ess,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  £n* 
ur  into  the  artklea  now  submitted  to  the  Senate." 

Here  ihe  Ghent  treaty  is  quoted — three  times 
|Uoted— 40  justify  thisalliaDce.  The  stipulation 
or  the  eishty-gan  squadron  is  presented  as  grow- 
Qg  out  of  the  Ghent  treaty— as  fulfilling  the  ob- 
igations  of  that  treaty — as  being  in  accordance 
wiih  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty;  when  a  re- 
'ecurrence  to  the  treaty  shows  that  it  contains  no 
>Qch  obligation — no  such  stipulation.  That  treaty 
vas  made  near  thirty  years  ago;  and  certainly  thfs 
is  very  late  in  the  day  to  find  out  a  new  meaning 
in  it.  But  no  such  meaning  is  there;  and  our  Sec- 
retary of  State  has  taken  a  great  liberty  with  the 
President,  in  getting  him  to  sign  what  the  facts  will 
aotinstify. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  to  which  I  refer,  to 
ihow  that  the  British  are  the  authors  of  the  alliance 
irticles  in  the  present  treaty,  is  the  engagement  en- 
ered  into  between  a  British  and  an  American  cap> 
aia  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  1840,  and  which  was 
»  promptly  rejected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  That 
engagement  was  in  these  words: 

'K^mmander  William  Tucker,  of  her  Britannic  Mai»-sty*s 
^p  Wolverine,  and  senior  officer  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
lod  Ueatanant  John  S.  Paine,  commanding  the  United  States 
schooner  Grampus,  in  order  to  carry  Uito  execution,  as  far  aa 
possible,  the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective  Governments 
respecting  the  suppression  of  the  stave-trade,  hereby  request 
each  other,  and  agree  to  detain  nil  vessels  under  American  col- 
tnfpQod  to  be  fully  equipped  for  and  engaged  in  the  slave- 
inde;  that,  if  proved  to  be  American  property,  they  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  or  any 
other  American  cruiser,  and  that.  If  proved  to  be  Spanish, 
Portogness,  Brazilian,  or  English  property,  to  any  of  her  Bri 
tssnic  Majesty's  cniisera  employed  on  the  westcoast  of  Africa 
(or  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  so  iar  as  their  respective 
Ijwi  and  treaties  will  permit. 

"SUzMd  and  exchanged  at  Sierra  Leone,  this  lUh  day  of 
Mareh,  184a» 

This  engagement,  as  I  have  said  before,  was  the 
seminal  principle  of  the  present  alliance;  and  the 
promptitade  with  which  it  was  disavowed  and  re- 
leciedby  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  contrary  to  the prin- 
cipUstiXid  policy  of  this  Government,  gives  us  the 
follcst  assurance  that,  if  he  had  continued  Presi- 
dent, the  double  alliance  which  we  now  have,  and 
of  which  that  little  Sierra  Leone  agreement  was 
ihc  seed,  wonld  not  have  taken  place.  The  8th 
and  9ih  articles  of  the  Washington  city  treaty,  of 
1842,  are  nothing  but  the  enlarged  edition  ol  the 
Sierra  Leone  engagement  of  1840;  and  the  British 
negro  cotody  on  the  coast  of  Africa  was  a  very  prop- 
er place  to  commence  the  entanglement  in  which 
"We  are  now  involved,  and  from  which  a  wise  and 
patriotic  President  temporarily  relieved  iis.  Tru- 
ly, the  British  had  many  reasons  for  interfering  in 
our  late  Presidential  election,  and  seconding  the 
Federal  cry  of— changei  change !  change ! 

I  crown  these  historical  facts  in  favor  of  my  as- 
sertion, that  the  British  minister  was  the  author  of 
the  articles  in  the  present  treaty,  by  recurring 
again  to  the  studied  and  ominous  ambiguities  of 
the  President's  message.  I  recur  to  them,  to  prove 
the  contrary  of  their  intention.  Their  intention 
was  to  establish  the  alliance  as- being  of  American 
origin,  and  voluntary:  I  recur  to  them  to  prove  its 
origin  to  be  British,  and  compulsory.  Without 
^ding  the  passages  over  again,  I  refer  to  the 
phrases:  "Seizure  and  detention  of  American  ves- 
«ls  by  British  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa: 


treaty  signed  in  London  bv  the  five  powers:  not 
officially  commimicated  to  this  GSovernment:  no  ap- 
plication to  become  party  to  it:  but  the  five  powers 
attentive  to  our  course:  discussion,  warmth,  and 
excitement  in  Europe  about  our  course:  better 
to  execute  our  laws,  by  our  own  means,  and  bur 
own  powen  delicacy  of  the  right  of  search:  im- 
munity of  flags:  visitation  by  cruisers  lead  to 
dangerous  results:  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the 
part  of  others  for  violating  the  immunities  of  the 
American  flag:  therefore,  entered  into  the  articles 
now  submitted  to  the  Senate.''  I  point  to  these 
phrases  in  the  President's  message,  so  ambiguous 
and  so  unsatisfactory,  always  raising  a  curiosity 
which  they  do  not  satisfy;  and  the  second  member 
of  each  sentence  alwajrs  turning  ofi'from  the  con- 
clusions to  which  the  first  member  of  it  wonld 
lead.  I  point  to  these  as  the  crowning  evidences  of 
my  assertion,  and  as  betrajing  what  they  were  in- 
tended to  conceal— that  these  anti-slave-trade  stipu- 
lations are  of  British  ongin,  were  given  to  our 
Secretary  by  the  special  minister,  and  by  our  Sec- 
retary presented  to  the  American  public  as  his  own. 
This  is  my  opijiion;  and  if  anybody  wants  any 
further  evidence,  they  may  have  it  in  the  magni- 
tude and  openness  of  the  kindred  movements— the 
abolition  movements— now  going  on  in  JLK)ndon. 
Abolitionism  is  the  father  ox  these  articles:  that 
father  resides  in  London,  but  his  children  are  here. 
Conscious  of  the  dangerous  ground  upon  which 
he  was  treading,  the  President  has  endeavored  to 
shield  his  work  behind  the  stipulations  of  the  Ghent 
treaty.  Three  times,  in  the  course  of  a  few  brief 
paragraphs,  he  has  invoked  that  treaty,  and  called 
U  in  for  the  justification  of  his  own.  Three  times 
he  has  called  it  to  his  help.  But,  stop.  Let  the 
message  speak  for  itself.    Hear  it. 

"By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treat v  of  Ghent,  it  is  declared  that ' 
the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  that  boih  tiis  Majesty  and  the  I'nited 
States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  eflbrts  to  promote  iis  en* 
tire  abolition;  and  it  is,  therefore,  agreed  that  both  the  contract- 
inf  parties  shall  use  their  beet  endeavors  to  accomplieh  so  de- 
sirable an  objecu  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has. 
by  law,  declared  the  African  stave  trade l:)iracy,"&c.  *  '  * 
Eiesirous  of  maintaining  those  principles  fully,  at  the  same  time 
that  esieting  obligations  should  he  fulfilled,  I  have  thought  it 
most  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  cotmtry  that  it 
stiould  execute  its  own  laws,  and  perform  its  own  obligations, 
by  its  own  means,  and  its  own  power.  •  •  •  •  It  haa  bt  en 
thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  at  the  same  time,  os  re- 
movmgall  pretext  on  the  pan  of  othens  for  violaUng  the  immu- 
nities of  the  American  flag  upon  the  seas,  ae  they  exist  and  are 
defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  enter  into  the  articles  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate." 

This  is  the  message— this  its  appeal  to  the  Ghent 
treaty,  to  its  obligations,  its  stipulations:  as  if  it 
contained  any  stipulation  or  any  obligation  in  favor 
of  this  alliance!  Vain  invocation!  and  more  in- 
sidious than  vain!  The  Ghent  treaty  can  give 
them  no  help.  It  has  no  aid  or  countenance  to 
lend  them.  Though  weak  and  reprehensible  as  is 
this  tenth  article,  yet  it  binds  us  to  nothing,  and 
was  harmless  under  the  previous  administrations. 
It  was  an  imprudent  concession  to  dormant  aboli- 
tionism at  the  lime  it  was  made;  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  charge  it  with  tne  crime  of  this  alliance. 
We  are  fulfilling  no  existing  obligation  arising 
under  it,  in  raising  this  subsidiary  fleet,  or  in  send- 
ifag  forth  our  Ctuixotic  ambassadors.  There  is  no 
accordance,  in  these  naval  and  diplomatic  engage- 
ments, with  anything  in  the  vague  stipulations  of 
the  Ghent  treaty.  This  fighting  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  remonstrating  through  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  and  the  two  Americas,  is  no  continuation 
of  the  statutory  enactments  against  the  slave-trade 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  That  treaty 
cannot  fatlier  the  eighty  guns,  and  the  remonstra- 
ting ambassadors;  and  the  appeal  to  it  to  justify 
these  measures,  was  an  admission  that  justification 
was  wanted,  and  could  not  be  found.  And  here 
we  must  pause,  to  repiark  the  disingenuousness  of 
this  invocation.  Always  remembering  that  1  con- 
sider the  message  the  work  of  the  Secretary,  I  point 
out,  to  the  reprehension  of  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try, the  errors  of  fact  which  it  contains,  to  mislead 
the  public  mind;  and,  amon^  these,  I  now  have  to 
point  out  these  three  invocations  of  the  Ghent  trea- 
ty to  justily  this  British  alliance,  when  that  treaiy 
contains  not  a  syllable  which  can  justify  the  invo- 
cations. 

The  French  Government  has  taken  care  of  it- 
self: it  has  refused  to  sign  the  quintuple  alliance, 
or  the  substitute  for  it.  We  have  signed  the  subRti^ 
lute;  and  may  thank  the  French  Chamber  of  Dep- 
uties, and  the  pamphlet  of  General  Cass,  that  it  is 
no  worse.  The  debates  of  that  chamber,  the  argu- 
ments of  that  pamphlet,  and  the  refusal  of  Fiance 


to  sign,  have  doubtless  prevented  the  *'<j^'rtZ"  com- 
munication of  the  five -powers  treaty  to  us,  and  the 
formal  application  to  us  to  become  parries  to  it. 
Such  a  communication,  and  such  an  application, 
in  the  jjresent  deplorable  constitution  of  the  Federal 
Executive— diseased  dread  of  war,  and  cankered 
love  of  peace — must  have  been  indescribably  ca- 
lamitous. 

One  more  view  of  this  eighty-gun  squadron,  and 
1  dismiss  it  from  my  speech. 

1  am  no  man  to  invoke  our  Constitution  on  every 
petty  occasion,  and  to  eke  out  all  arguments  with  a 
cry  of  a  violation  of  that  sacred  instrument.  The 
Salaminian  galley  was  only  launched  on  great  oc- 
casions. I  am  slow  to  cheapen  our  Constitution  by 
appealing  to  it  in  doubtful  or  frivolous  circum- 
stances. But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  here  there  is 
room  neither  for  doubt  nor  frivolity;  and  that  the 
raising  this  squadron  for  the  defence  of  Africa,  and 
for  the  redress  of  moral  evils  in  that  remote  region,  / 
is  an  act  wholly  without  the  pale  of  our  Constitu-  ^ 
tion.  To  Congress  alone  it  belongs  to  raise  fleets — 
and  that,  for  ihe  defence  of  our  own  countrv:  but 
here  is  a  fleet  to  be  raised,  not  by  Congress,  out  by 
the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  Queen  ol  Great 
Britain;  and  this  fleet  for  the  defence,  not  of  these 
confederated  States,  but  of  African  tribes;  arid  for 
the  suppression,  not  of  political,  but  of  moral  evils. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  Congress  itself  could  have 
no  power  to  do  this— still  less  the  President,  Senate, 
ana  GLueen  Victoria.  To  provide  and  maintain 
navies,  is  a  power  specifically  granted  to  Congress : 
it  is  a  legislative  power — and  properly  so;  beciause, 
with  us,  the  Questions  of  war  and  peace,  of  fleets 
and  armies,  or  loans  and  taxes,  are  all  l^islative 
powers,  and  peculiarly  under  the  charge  ofthe  peo- 
ple's immediate  representatives.  It  will  not  do  to 
deceive  ourselves  by  analogies  to  other  govern- 
ments. Ours  is  a  government  of  limitations,  and  of 
separate  departments.  Each  department  must  keep 
within  its  own  sphere.  It  must  not  transcend  its 
own  limits— mucn  less  invade  those  ol  another. 
The  treaty-making  power  is  a  distinct  power,  and 
its  acts  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  BiU  it  is 
not  everything  which  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  a  foreign  prince,  or  an  Indian  chief,  may  choose 
to  insert  in  a  treaty,  that  is  this  supreme  law.  Were 
it  so,  there  weuld  soon  be  no  power  in  our  country 
but  that  of  the  President  and  Senate,  acting  with 
some  foreign  kings,  or  with  savage  tribes.  To  gain 
this  character  of  supreme  law,  or  even  of  law  at 
all,  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaiy  must  be  within 
the  competency  of  the  treaty-making  power:'  it 
must  be  a  subject  for  treaty  regulation,  and  not  for 
legislative,  judicial,  or  executive  action.  And  this 
competency  must  be  tried  by  our  own  Constitution, 
and  not  by  the  constitutions  or  practices  of  Euro- 
pean monarch?.  What  is  fit  matter  for  treaty  rep:- 
ulation  in  one  country,  is  not  so  in  another;  and  in 
no  country  is  the  treaty-making  power  more  limit- 
ed and  circumscribed  than  in  our  own.  The  mass 
of  the  powers  of  our  (Government  are  given  to  Con- 
gress; and  whatever  is  given  to  Congress  is  taken 
away  from  all  other  powers.  Now,  apply  these 
principles  to  the  act  in  question.  This  treaty  stip. 
ulates  to  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  a  squad- 
ron— to  keep  it  up  for  five  years,  and  after- 
wards, until  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  British  Government,  gives  notice  for  it 
to  be  withdrawn— to  employ  it,  in  conjunction  with 
a  British  squadron,  for  the  defence  of  Africans, 
and  ior  suppressing  the  moral  evil  of  slave-taking; 
the  squadron  to  be  of  eighty  guns  at  the  least. 
Now,  the  preparing,  equipping,  and  maintaining 
in  service  this  squadron,  is  a  legislative  act,  specifi- 
cally given  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress.  Thus 
far,  it  is  an  invasion  of  the  legislative  department. 
All  the  rest  is  sheer  usurpation,  such  as  Congress 
itself  could  not  make  legal.  Congress  itself  can- 
not create  a  squadron  for  five  years;  for  the  same, 
or  any  other  Congress,  may  repeal  the  law.  It 
cannot  make  the  continuance  of  the  squadron  de- 
pendent upon  the  will  of  the  President,  or  of  a 
foreign  prince;  but  it  must  depend  upon  the  will  of 
Congress  itseli.  It  cannot  raise  fleets  for  objects 
foreign  to  the  objects  of  the  Union— as  the  defence 
of  Africa;  or  for  redressing  moral  wrongs---a9  the 
suppression  of  the  African  custom  of  selling  one 
another;  but  the  fleet  must  be  raised  for  the  defence 
,  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  right*  and  interests  of  its 
citizens  abroad.  Thus,  the  treaty  stipulation  for 
this  squadron  is,  in  its  first  step,  an  invasion  of  the 
legislative  authority,  and  is  void:  in  every  subse- 
quent step,  it  is  sheer  usurpation,  and  such  as  Con- 
gress could  ntJt  legalize  it  it  would.    1  wish  to  be 
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understood;  and  what  I  mean  to  say .  is,  that  Con> 
gress  iteelf  cannot  legalize  this  treaty! — that  Con- 
grescs  itself  cannot  raise  this  squadron  for  five 
years,  for  this  foreign  object !      ^ 

The  Constitution  names  this  subject,  and  g[ives 
to  Congress  a  certain  degree  of  power  over  iu  it 
was  to  prohibit  the  importation  ot  slaves  after  the 
year  1808.  That  power  has  been  exercised;  it  has 
'^  been  exhausted;  and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  it  was 
all  that  was  intended  to  be  granted.  In  a  govern- 
ment of  limited  powers,  when  a  certain  quantum 
is  given,  it  is  all  that  is  to  be  taken.  In  this  case, 
the  authority  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
aAer  a  given  period,  was  an  autnority  obtained  by 
compromise,  and  after  much  hesitation  and  dim- 
culty  in  the  convention.  It  was  a  long  time  before 
even  this  much,  on  a  subject  so  differently  viewed 
in  different  sections  of  the  Union,  could  be  agreed 
upon.  After  this,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a  clause 
could  have  been  obtained  to  clothe  Congress — ^to 
clothe  the  Representatives  of  the  people  them- 
selves, much  less  the  President,  Senate,  and  a  for- 
eign prince — with  power  to  raise  fleets  for  terms 
ol^years,  to  put  down  the  slave-trade  in  Africa  it- 
sein  Certainly  not !  No  one  that  reads  the  Madi- 
son Papers  on  this  head  can  suppose,  for  an  in- 
stant, that  this  power  ever  would  have  been  granted. 
•Then  how  is  it  obtainedl  By  assuming  the  illimit- 
abil^ty,  as  well  as  the  supremacy  of  the  treaty- 
making  power!  by  assuming  that  that  power  is  as 
large  here  as  it  is  in  Great  Britain !  by  assuming 
that  it  may  absorb  the  legislative  power — that  it 
may  transcend  the  legislative  power — that  it  may 
do  what  Congress  can,  and  what  Congress  cannot — 
that  it  may  employ  arms  for  the  suppression  of 
moral  evils,  and  send  the  ships  and  armies  of  the 
United  States  quixotting  through  the  world  to  re- 
dress the  wrongs  of  the  human  race.  As  part  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  I,  for  one,  deny  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  squadron  engagement;  and 
shall  vote  against  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 
As  part  of  the  legislative  power,  1  again  deny  its 
constitutionality;  and  shall  vote  against  th^  appro- 
priations to  carfy  It  inta  effect.  I  shall  have  two 
chances  at  the  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  and 
improvident  scheme;  and  shall  make  the  best  use 
of  DOth.  I  will  fight  the  appropriations  annually, 
through  so  many  of  the  five  years  they  are  to  con- 
tinue as  I  shall  have  to  remain  here. 

But  it  is  not  so  much  on  this  floor,  as  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol,  that  these  appropriations  should 
be  fought.  That  duty  belongs  especially  to  rtie  im- 
mediate Representatives  of  the  people.  If  they 
give  np  to  these  eighty  guns,  and  five  years,  and 
this  redress  of  moral  Atrrongs  in  Africa,  they  give 
np  everyihing.  The  President  and  Senate,  with  a 
king  or  a  savage  that  can  sign  a  writing  and  caU 
it  a  treaty,  may  send  as  many  ships  as  they  please, 
to  as  many  countries  as  the  please,  for  as  many 
years  as  they  please,  and  for  any  object  that  suits 
the  pleasure  or  interest  of  the  moment. 

I  shall  move  to  strike  these  articles  from  the 
treaty.  Even  if  proper  in  themselves,  (which 
they  are  not,)  they  are  improperly  placed  jn  this 
treaty,  and  made  to  play  an  undue  part  in  its  ratifi- 
cation. Th/B  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States  can  hardly  be  expected  to  vote  against  a  trea- 
ty that  contains  stipulations  which,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  abolition  question,  presents  itself  so 
powerfully  to  the  sympathies  of  so  many.  It  is 
presented  as  an  indissoluble  part  of  the  treaty,  in- 
volving the  loss  of  the  whole  in  its  own  loss;  and 
war,  horrid  war,  is  denounced  if  the  treaty  fails. 
Of  course,  all  the  lovers  of  peace,  be  it  what  sort 
of  peace  it  may,  must  retain  the  articles,  to  save  the 
treaty.  They  act  a  great  and  undue  part  in  assur- 
ing the  ratification;  an^,  therefore,  are  wrongly 
placed,  even  if  proper  in  themselves.  But  it  is  a 
stipulation  which  is  not  proper  in  itself,  but  hide- 
ously and  frightfully  wrong.  It  is  unconstitutional 
and  impolitic,  novel  and  dangerous.  It  entangles 
us  in  a  foreign  alliance  for  a  foreign  object.  It 
engages  us  in  a  foreign,  distant,  dangerous,  and 
expensive  service.  It  requires  money  which  we 
have  not  to  spare,  and  men  who  are  wanted  on  our 
own  frontiers.  It  hitches  on  our  little  navy  to  the 
great  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and  threatens  us  with  a 
realization  of  the  fabled  alliance  of  the  giant  and 
he  dwarf.  It  deprives  us  of  our  independence  for 
five  years  certain,  and  longer  if  the  present  party 
shall  continue  in  power,  if  I  fail  in  my  motion  to 
strike  out — if  this  stipulation  is  retained  in  the 
treaty,  and  ratified,  and  the  appropriations  voted 
by  the  two  Hoases — if  all  this  is  done,  1  do  not 
say,  lear  up  the  Declaration  of  Independence!  But 


I  do  say.  Take  it  down;  dislodg^  it  from -its  con- 
spicuous place  on  our  walls;  carry  it  away;  hide  it 
in  a  dark  chamber;  cover  *it  with  a  black  veil !  and 
let  it  hang  in  shame,  shrouded  in  gloom  and  mourn- 
ing, until  some  new  Jack^onian  President  shall  re- 
trieve his  country's  disgrace,  break  the  chains  which 
bind  us  to  England,  and  let  America  again  be  free. 
I  proceed  to  the  third  subject  and  last  article  in 
the  treaty — the  article  which  stipulates  for  the  mu- 
tual surrender  of  fugitive  criminals.  And  here 
again  we  are  at  fault  for  these  same  protocols. 
Not  one  word  is  found  in  the  correspondence  up- 
on this  subject,  the  brief  note  excepted  of  Lord 
Ashburtonof  the9th  of  August — the  day  of  the 
signature  of  the  treaty — to  say  that  its  ratification 
would  require  the  consent  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  would  necessarily  be  delayed  until  the 
Parliament  met.  Except  this  note,  not  a  word  is 
found  upon  the  subject;  and  this  gives  no  light  upon 
its  origin,  progress,  and  formation — nothing  to 
show  with  wnom  it  originated — what  necessity  for 
it  in  this  advanced  age  of  civilization,  when  the 
comity  of  nations  delivers  up  fugitive  offenders 
upon,  all  proper  occasions — and  when  explana- 
tions upon  each  head  of  offences,  and  each  class  of 
fugitives,  is  so  indispensable  to  the  right  under- 
standing and  the  safe  execution  of  the  treaty.  To- 
tal and  black  darkness  on  all  these  points.  Nor  is 
any  ray  of  light  found  in  the  President's  brief 
paragraphs  in  relation  to  it.  Those  paragaphs  (the 
work  of  his  Secretary,  of  course)  are  limited  to  the 
commendation  of  the  article,  and  are  insidiously 
decepti  ve,as  I  shall  show  at  the  proper  time.  It  tells  us 
nothing  that  we  want  to  know  upon  the  origin  and 
desijin  of  the  article,  and  how  far  it  applies  to  the 
largest  class  of  fugitive  offenders  from  the  United 
States — the  slaves  who  escape  with  their  masters' 
property,  or  after  taking  his  life — into  Canada  and 
the  British  West  Indies.  The  message  is  as  silent 
as  the  correspondence  on  all  these  points;  and  it  is 
only  from  looking  into  past  history,  and  colempo- 
raneous  circumstances,  tnat  we  can  search  for  the 
origin  and  design  of  this  stipulation,  so  unnece'ssa- 
ry  in  the  present  state  of  international  courtesy, 
and  so  useless,  unless  something  unusual  and  ex- 
traordinary is  intended.  Looking  into  these  sources, 
and  we  are  authorized  to  refer  the  origin  and  de- 
sign of  the  stipulation  to  the  British  minister,  and 
to  consider  it  as  one  of  the  objects  of  the  special 
mission  with  which  we  have  been  honored.*  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I  do  not  like  the  article.  Though 
fair  upon  its  face,  it  is  difl!icult  of  execution.    As  a 

'Since  ihe  ratification  of  the  ireaty  by  the  United  Brates  Sen- 
ate, a  conference  has  taken  place  in  New  York  iMiween  the 
Dritinh  minister  ami  the  executive  committee  of  the  American 
and  Forci^  AniiWavery  Society,  which  Buppliea  part  of  the 
information  wanted.    The  following  is  an  extract: 

'^Lord  Ashburion  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  lOih  ar* 
tide,  and  mentioned  seTeral  particular*  of  t|ie  discussion  that 
touk  place,  both  on  that  topic  and  others  relaung  to'slave*.  He 
said  tUat  it  wa«i  very  desirable  to  have  an  article  in  the  treaty  to 
meet  casessimilar  to  thulof  Holmes,  who  fled  from  Canada  io- 
to  Vermont;  and  the  cases  that  would  frequently  arise,  cona*d- 
ering  the  extent  of  the  bordiring  lines,  ami  the  temptation  for 
ci'iminals  to  flee  acrora  the  lines,  in  hope  of  securing  then^.eelvea 
from  an  est  and  punishment.  The  Governor  of  Canada  was 
anxious  that  deserters  should  be  included;  but  as  Lord  A .  learned 
thttt  a  claim  wo\ild  be  put  in  for  the  delivering  up  of  fugitive 
siaven,  he  abandoned  the  question  of  deserters  from  her  Britan  ' 
nic  Majesty's  possessions.  He  was  also  very  desirous  to  secure 
the  delivery  of  mutineers;  but  did  not  press  it,  lest  it  should 
involve,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  the  delivery  of  slaves 
situated  as  were  those  on  board  the  Creole.  With  regard  to  the 
case  of  the  slave  Ifackett,  he  did  not  know  all  the  facts.  Sir 
Charles  Ba^ot  was  known  to  him,  and  he  did  not  believe  he 
would  do  anything  intentionally  wrong.  But  he  had  just  enter* 
ed  upon  his  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  '*t  that  juncture, 
of  promoiing  gooil  feeling  with  his  great  neighbor.  The  fact 
that  the  slave  had  taken  hia  master's  watch,  was  a  circumstance 
that  probably  went  against  him.  'Had  he  only  taken  the  horse,' 
saidLordA.,  (looking  at  Gerrii  Sn^ith  significantly,  though  he 
could  not  be  supposed  ever  to  have  read  the  advice  of  that  een- 
tleraan  to  fugitive  slaves,)  'he  would  not,  probably,  have  been 
surrendered;  for  you  know  the  horse  wm  necessary  for  his  es- 
cape.' Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  in  ftamin^  the  ]0:h  article, 
great  care  had  been  taken  to  provide  that  inferior  magistrates  in 
Canada  should  have  no  authority  to  surrender  fueiiives  as  had 
been  urged  by  the  other  j  arty;  and  that  only  the  Governor  him- 
self could  perform  an  act  of  so  great  importance.  Great  caie 
would  be  taken,  he  hat)  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  innocent;  and 
that  the  taking  of  any  article  necessary  to  effect  an  escape, 
would  not  be  considered  felonious.  If.  said  he,  the.  operation  of 
the  10th  article  proves  injurious,  he  hod  no  doubt  the  Rritieii 
Government  would  put  an  end  to  it,  agreeably  to  another  pro 
visioD  of  the  treaty,  viz:  'The  lOiti  article  shall  continue  In 
force  until  one  or  the  other  party  shall  signify  its  wii^h  to  ter- 
minate it,  and  no  longer.'  Lord  A.  said  that  when  the  delega- 
tion came  to  read  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Welwier,  tKey 
would  see  that  he  had  taken  all  possible  care  to  prevent  any 
Ui'Ulty  b«lng  done  to  the  people  of  rxAor,  that,  if  he  hail  even 
been  willing  to  introduce  an  article  including  cases  similar  to 
that  of  the  Creole,  his  Government  would  never  have  ratified 
i',  as  they  will  adhere  in  the  great  principles  they  have  so  long 
avowed  and  maintained;  and  that  the  friends  of  the  slave  in 
Bogland  would  be  verr  watchful  to  see  itiai  no  wrong  practice 
tooK  place  uniler  the  lOih article." 


general  proposition,  atrocious  oftnders,  and  espe- 
cially between  neighboring  nations,  ongbt  to  be 
given  up;  but  ihdt  is  better  done  as  an  affair  of  coo- 
sent  and  discretion,  than  under  the  constraints  and 
embarrassment5  of  a  treaty  obUgation.  Paliiicil 
offendei^  ou^ht  not  to  be  given  up;  bat,  nnder  tbe 
s|em  reauisitions  of  a  treaty  obbgation,  and  the 
benefit  or  an  ex  parte  accusation,  political  ofieiiden  ^ 
may  be  given  up  for  murder,  or  other  criines,  real  * 
or  pretended;  and  then  dealt  with  as  their  Govern* 
ment  pleases.  Innocent  persons  should  not  be  har- 
assed with  groundless  accusations;  and  there  is 
no  limit  to  these  vexations,  if  all  emigraats  are 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  malevolent  informers,  sub- 
jected to  arrest  in  a  new  and  strange  land,  examin- 
ed  upon  ex  parte  testimony,  and  sent  back  for  trial 
if  a  probable  case  is  made  out  against  tbeuL 

Tnis  is  a. subject  long  since  considered  in  cm 
country,  and  on  which  we  have  the  benefit  both  of 
wise  opinions  and  of  some  experience.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son explored  the  whole  subject  when  he  was  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  President  Washington,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  surrenders  could 
only  be  made  imder  three  limitations:  1.  Between 
coterminous  countries.  2.  For  high  offences.  3.  A 
special  provision  against  political  offenders.  Under 
these  limitations,  as  far  bkck  as  the  year  1^93,  Mr. 
Jefferson  proposed  to  Qreat  Britain  and  Spain  (the 
only  countries  with  which  we  held  coterminoi»  do- 
minions, and  only  for  ihcir  adjacent  provinces)  a 
mutual  delivery  of  fugitive  criminals.  His  propo- 
sition was  in  the^e  words: 

"Any  person  having  coromiKed  miirder  of  imtice  pvepeese, 
not  of  the  nature  ol  treason,  or  forgery,  withiu  the  Uniied  0nu» 
or  the  Spanish  provinces  adjoining  thereto,  and  fleeing  finoa 
the  justice  of  the  country,  shf*ll  be  delivered  up  br  the  Govern- 
ment where  he  shall  be  found,  to  that  from  which  he  fled,  what* 
ever  demaiuled  by  the  same." 

This  was  the  proposition  of  that  great  statesman: 
and  how  difierent  from  those  which  we  find  in  this 
treaty!  Instead  of  being  confined  to  coterminoos 
dominions,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  is  taken 
for  the  theatre  of  the  crime;  and  that  includes,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  possessions  all  over  the 
world,  and  every  ship  on  every  sea  that  sails  under 
her  flag.  Instead  of  being  confined  to  two  offences 
of  hig:h  degree — murder  and  forgery — one  agaii»t 
life,  the  other  against  property — ^this  article  extentfa 
to  seven  offences;  some  of  wnich  may  be  incurred 
for  a  shilling's  worth  oi  property,  and  another  of 
them  without  touching  or  injuring  a  human  being. 
Instead  of  a  special  provision  in  favor  of  political 
offenders,  the  insurgent  or  rebel  may  be  given  up 
for  murder,  and  then  hanged  and  quartered  for 
treason;  and  in  the  long  catalogue  of  seven  offences, 
a  charge  may  be  made,  and  an  ex  parte  case  estab- 
lished, against  any  political  offender  which  the  Brit- 
ish Government  shall  choose  to  pursue. 

To  palliate  this  article,  and  render  it  more  ac- 
ceptable to  us,  we  are  informed  that  it  is  copied 
(rom  the  27ih  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  Thai 
apology  for  it,  even  if  exactly  true,  would  be  but  a 
poor  recommendation  oi  it  to  the  people  of  ibc 
United  Stales.  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  was  no  favorite 
with  the  American  people,  and  especially  withthn 
part  of  the  people  which  constituted  the  RepublicaB 
party.  Least  of  all  was  this  27th  article  a  favorite 
with  them.  It  was  under  that  article  that  the  fa- 
mous Jonathan  Robbins,  alias  Thomas  Nash,  was 
surrendered — a  surrender  which  contributed  largelj 
to  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  overthrow  oif 
the  Federal  party,  in  1800.  The  apology  would  be 
poor,  if  true:  but  it  happens  to  be  not  exactly  tme. 
The  article  in  the  "Webster  treaty  differs  widely 
•from  the  one  in  Jay's  treaty — and  all  for  the  wonse. 
The  imitation  is  far  worse  than  the  original— aboat 
as  much  worse  as  modem  Whigery  is  worse  thaa 
ancient  Federalism.  Here  are  the  two  articles; 
Jet  us  compare  them: 

Mr.  WBBet»t*a  TnsAn*. 

Artiele  10. 
"It  is  agreed  that  the  United  Sutea  and  herBriuonic  lftj«* 
ty  shall,  upon  mutual  rrquisiitone-by  them,  or  their  luinimw. 
olflccrs,  or  authorities,  respectively  made,  deliver  up  to  jiwia 
all  persons  who,  beinffchar|ed  with  the  crime  of  murder,  or  at- 
taiUt  with  intent  to  comnut  murder,  orjstraty,  •r  aTt9n^  er 
robbery^  or  forgery,  or  the  utttranee  of  forged  papere  oea* 
mitted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either,  pfoati  seek  an  asyieis, 
or  shall  be  found,  within  the  territori'ii  of  the  other  provided, 
that  this  shall  only  be  done  upon  euch  evidence  of  enmiosltiy 
as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  ptrm 
so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  hie  appreheoeian  ud 
commitment  for  trial,  if  the  crime  or  offence  had  tfaerebe« 
tommhied]and  the  reipectite  jufigea  and  other  magietrata 
ahalt  have  potoer^  Juriedicli'on,  and  authority^  vp9n  eem- 
pkthU  made  under  oath,  to  iaeue «  voarranifofr  the  mppn- 
henftion  of  the  ftigitive  or  person  so  charged^  that  he  may 
be  broug/U  before  eiich  judges,  or  other  magiHrates^  respe> 
tively^  to  the  end  that  'the  evidence  of  crtmAwlfJ^  •toy  li 
heard  and  eoneideredj  and  t/,  on  tuch  hearinft  tk$  evt'dowf 
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e  *Uet9^d  tt^eiant  to  »wttainthe  charge^  U  »haU  be  tht  Oul^ 
T'Ae  exanuningjudge^  or  magUltale^  to  certify  Ihc  §amc 
9  the  jfTOper  executive  authortiy,  that  a  warrant  may  issue 
9r  tJt^  surrender  of  such  fugitive^  Tbe  expenee  of  such 
pprvheoBiooandtleUrwyiball  be  borne  and  defrayed  bv  the 
>«rtjr  who  makes  the  leqaisiUoa,  and  receivea  the  AigiilTe." 

lfs>  Jay'0  Trbaty. 
Article  W7. 
*'It  i«  further  amed  thai  his  Majesty  and  the  United  Stares, 
*n    mu'oal  requMitions  by  them,  respectively,  or  by  their  re- 
>P«cuve  ministers,  ur  omcers,  authorized  te  make  the  same, 
villdelirerupto  justice  all  persons  who,  bsin^  charged  with 
n  order,  or  forgery,  commiued  wiihm  the  jurisdiction  of  either, 
•niUI  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the  countries  of  the  other; 
>TOTided,  that  this  shall  only  be  done  oi\  such  evidence  of  crim< 
oalitjraa,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugi 
ive   or  penonso  charged  shall    be  found,  would  justify  his 
ippreheosioo  and  commitment  for  trial  if  the  ofTeoce  had  there 
>een  committed.    The  expense  (^  such  apprehension  and  de- 
iver^  eball  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  those  who  make  the 
requieidoo,  and  receive  the  fugitive.'^ 

Xhese  are  the  two  articles,  and  the  difierence 
£>€tween  ihetn  is  great  and  striking.  First  the 
Q  amber  of  offences  for  which  delivery  of  the  offend- 
er is  Co  be  made,  is  much  greater  in  the  present 
ireaty.  Mr.  Jay's  article  is  limited  to  two  offences 
— marder  and  .forgery:  the  two  proposed  by  Mr. 
Jefierson;  but  without  bis  qualification  to  exclude 
political  offences,  and  to  confine  the  deliveries  to 
offenders  from  coterminous  dominions.  The  pres- 
ent treaty  embraces  these  two,  and  five  others: 
making  seven  in  the  whole.  The  five  added 
offences  are — a.s^ult,  with  intent  to  commit  mur- 
der; piracy;  robbery;  arson;  and  the  utterance  of 
forgcNi  paper.  These  additional  five  offences, 
though  nigh  in  name,  might  be  very  small  in  de- 
gree. Assault,  with  intent  to  murder,  might  be 
without  touching  or  hurting  any  person;  for,  to 
lilt  a  weapon  at  a  person  within  striking  distance, 
without  striking,  is  an  assault:  to  level  a  fire-arm 
at  a  person  within  carrying  distance,  and  without 
firing,  is  an  assault;  and  the  offence  being  in  the 
intent,  is  diflScult  ol  proof.  Mr.  Jefferson  excluded 
it,  and  so  did  Jay's  treaty;  because  iht  offence  was 
too  small  and  too  equivocal  to  be  made  a  matter  of 
international  arrangement.  Piracy  was  excluded, 
because  it  was  absurd  to  speak  of  a  pirate's  coun- 
try. He  has  no  country.  He  is  hoslis  humani 
g€7»eris—ihe  enemy  of  the  human  race;  and  is  hung 
wherever  he  is  caught.  The  robbery  might  be  o( 
a  shilling's  worth  of  bread ;  the  arson,  of  burning 
a  straw  sued;  the  utterance  of  forged  paper,  might 
be  the  emission  or  passing  of  a  counterfeit  sixpence. 
All  these  were  excluded  from  Jay's  treaty,  because 
ot  their  possible  insignificance,  and  the  door  they 
opened  to  abuse  in  harassing  the  innocent,  and  in 
mn  111  plying  the  chances  for  getting  hold  or  a  polit- 
ical onender  for  some  other  offence,  and  then 
punishing  him  for  his  politics.. 

Striking  as  these  differences  are  between  the 
present  article  and  that  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  there 
is  a  still  more  essential  difference  in  another  part; 
and  a  difference  which  nullifies  the  article  in  its 
only  material  bearing  in  our  favor.  It  is  this: 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty  referred  the  delivery  of  the  fugi- 
tive to  the  executive  power.  This  treaty  intervenes 
the  Judiciary,  and  requires  two  decisions  from  a 
judge  or  magistrate  before  the  Governor  can  act. 
This  nullifies  the  treaty  in  all  that  relates  to  fugi- 
tive slaves  guilty  of  crimes  against  their  masters. 
In  the  eye  of  the  British  law,  they  have  no  master, 
and  can  commit  no  offence  against  such  a  person 
in  asserting  their  liberty  against  him,  even  unto 
death.  A  slave  may  kill  his  master,  if  necessary 
to  bis  escape.  This  is  legal  under , British  law; 
and,  in  the  present  state  of  aSolition  feeling  through- 
ont  the  British  dommions,  such  killing  woiUd  not 
only  be  considered  fair,  but  in  the  highest  degree 
meritorious  and  laudable.  What  chance  for  the 
recovery  of  such  a  slave  under,  this  treatyl  Read 
it — the  concluding  part — after  the  word  "commit- 
ted," and  see  what  is  the  process  to  be  gone  through. 
Complaint  is  to  be  mkde  to  a  British  iud^e  or 
justice.  The  fugitive  is  brought  before  this  judge 
or  justice,  that  the  evidence  of  the  criminality  may 
be  heard  and  considered — such  evidence  as  would 
justify  the  apprehension,  commitment,  and  trial  of 
the  party,  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  there. 
If^  upon  this  hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  charge,  the  judge  or  magistrate 
is  to  certify  the  fact  to  the  executive  authority;  and 
then,  and  not  imtil  then,  the  surrender  can  be 
made.  This  is  the  process;  and  in  all  this  the 
new  treaty  differs  from  Jay's.  Under  his  treaty, 
the  delivery  was  a  ministerial  act,  referring  itself 
to  the  authbriiy  of  the  Governor:  under  this  treaty, 
il  becomes  a  judicial  act,  referring  itself  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judge,  who  must  twice  decide  against 
the  slave  (first,  in  issuing  the  warrant;  and  next, 
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in  trying  it)  before  the  Governor  can  order  the 
surrender.  Twice  judicial  discretion  interposes  a 
barrier,  which  cannot  be  forced;  and  behind  which 
the  slave,  who  has  robbed  or  killed  his  master,  may 
repose  in  safety*  What  evidence  of  criminality 
will  satisfy  the  judge,  when  the  act  itself  is  no 
Clime  in  his  eyes,  or  under  his  laws,  and  when  all 
his  sympathies  are  on  the  side  of  the  slavel  What 
chance  would  there  be  for  the  judicial  surrender  of 
offending  slaves  in  the  British  dominions,  under 
this  treaty,  when  the  provisions  of  our  own  Con- 
stitution, within  the  Slates  of  our  own  Union,  in 
relation  to  fugitive  slaves,  cannot  be  exec uiedl  We 
all  know  that  a  judicial  trial  is  immunity  to  a  slave 
pursued  by  his  owner,  in  many  of  our  own  States. 
Can  such  trials  be  expected  to  result  better  for  the 
owner  in  the  British  dominion,  where  the  relation 
of  master  and  slave  is  not  admitted,  and  where 
abolitionism  is  the  policy  of  the  Government,  the 
voice  of  the  law,  and  the  spirit  of  the  peoplel 
Killing  his  master  in  deience  of  his  liberty,  is  no 
offence  in  the  eye  of  British  law  or  British  people; 
and  no  slave  will  ever  be  given  up  for  it. 

[Mr.  Weigh  r  here  said,  that  counterfeiting 
American  securities,  or  bank 'notes,  was  no  of- 
fence in  Canada;  and  the  same  question  might 
arise  there  in  relation  to  forgers.] 

Mr.  BsNTON  resumed.  Better  far  to  leave  things 
as  they  are.  Forgers  are  now  given  up  in 
Canada,  by  Executive  authority,  when  they  ny  to 
that  province.  This  is  done  in  the  spirit  of  good 
neignborhood;  and  because  all  honest  Governments 
have  an  interest  in  suppressing  crimes,  and  repelling 
criminals.  The  governor  acts  from  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, and  the  dictates  of  decency  and  justice. 
Not  so  with  the  judge.  He  must  go  by  the  law; 
and  when  there  is  no  law  against  the  offence,  he 
has  nothing  to  justify  him  in  delivering  the  of- 
fender. * 

Conventions  for  the  mutual  surrender  of  large 
offenders,  where  dominions  are  coterminous,  mignt 
be  proper.  Limited,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
in  1793,  and  they  might  be  beneficial  in  suppres- 
sion of  border  crimes  and  the  preservation  ef  order 
and  justice.  But  extended  as  this  is  to  a  long  list 
of  onendors — unrestricted  as  it  is  in  the  case  of 
murder—applying  to  dominions  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  to  ships  in  every  sea, — it  can  be 
nothing  but  the  source  of  individual  annoyance 
and  national  recrimination.  Besides,  if  we  sur- 
render to  Great  Britain,  why  not  to  Russia,  Prussia, 
Austria,  France,  and  all  thecountries  of  the  worldl 
If  we  give  up  the  Irishman  to  England,  why  not 
the  Pole  to  Russia,  the  Italian  to  Austria,  the  Ger- 
man to  his  prince;  and  so  on  throughout  the  cat- 
alogue of  nations')  Sir,  the  article  is  a  pestiferous 
one;  and  as  it  is  determinable  upon  notice,  it  will 
become  the  duty  of  the  American  people  to  elect  a 
President  who  will  give  the  notice,  and  so  put  an 
end  to  its  existence. 

Addressing  itself  to  the  natural  feelings  of  the 
country,  against  high  crimes  and  border  offenders, 
and  in  favor  of  political  liberty,  the  message  of  the 
President  communicating  and  recommending  this 
treaty  to  us,  carefully  presents  this  article  as  con- 
forming to  our  feelings  in  all  these  particulars.  It 
is  represented  as  applicable  only  to  high  crimes — 
to  border  offenders;  and  to  offences  not  political. 
In  all  this,  the  message  is  disingenuous  and  de- 
ceptive, ana  calculated  to  ravish  from  the  Ignorant 
and  the  thoughtless  an  applause  to  which  the 
treaty  is  not  entitled.    It  says: 

'The  aurrender  to  justice  of  pcnons  who,  hnring  committed 
high  Crimea,  seek  an  aayjum  in  the  territofieeofa  neighbor- 
ing nation,  would  aeem  to  l>e  an  act  due  to  the  cauee  offfeneral 
justice,  and  properly  t)elonging  to  the  preeeni  aiate  of  civit'za- 
lion  and  intercourse.  The  British  provinces  of  North  Amer- 
ica are  aeparaied  from  the  8ttfree  of  the  Uni*n  by  a  Ime  ofsev 
end  thousand  milee;  and,  along  portloneof  ihle  line,  the  amount 
of  population  on  either  aide  i«  quite  considerable,  vhile  the 
passage  of  the  boundary  is  always  easy . 

•Hmendcni  acainet  the  law  on  the  one  side  transfer  thenu 
selves  to  the  other.  Sometimet,  with  great  difficulty,  they  are 
brought  to  juaiicf;  but  vr^ry  often  they  wholly  eecape.  A  con* 
eciousnees  of  immunity,  from  the  power  of  aroiding  justice 
in  this  way,  instigates  the  unprincipled  and  reckless  lo  inecom> 
mission  of  ofTences;  and  the  peace  and  good  neighborhood 
of  the  border  are  consequently  often  disturbed. 

"In  ihe  case  of  oflTenderafleeiog  from  Canada  into  the  United 
States,  the  Qovemors  of  Statej  are  often  applied  to  for  their 
surrender;  and  questtoiy  of  a  very  embarrateing  nature  arise 
from  these  appllcatiom.  It  ba.<i  been  thought  highly  important, 
therefore,  to  provide  for  the  whole  case  by  a  proper  treaty  stip- 
ulation. The  article  on  the  subject,  in  the  i>roposed  treaty,  is 
carefully  confined  lo  such  offences  as  all  mankind  aeiree  to  re- 
gard as  heinous  and  destructive  of  the  security  of  life  and  of 
property.  In  this  careful  and  specific  enumeration  of  crimes, 
the  object  has  been  to  exclude  all  political  offences,  or  crim- 
inal charges  arising  from  wars  or  intestine  commotions.  Trea- 
son, misprision  of  treason,  libels,  desertion  from  militarv  ser* 
victt,  «Qdotherollboceaof  a  similar  character*  are  excluded." 


In  these  phrases  the  message  recommends  the  ar 
tide  to  the  Senate  and  the  country;  and  yet  nothing 
could  be  more  fallacious  and  deceptive  than  such  a 
recommendation;  It  confines  the  surrender  to  bor- 
der Qffenders — CanadianM'ugitiveK  yet  the  treaty 
extends  it  to  all  persons  committing  offences  under 
the"^fM<ii6<uwi?' of  Qreai|Britain— a  term  which 
includes  all  her  territory  throughout  the  world, 
and  every  ship  or  fort  over  which  her  flaf 
waves.  The  message  confines  the  surrender  to  high 
crimes:  yet  we  have  seen  that  the  treaty  includes 
crimes  which  may  be  of  low  degree-^low  indeed ! 
A  hare  or  a  partridge  from  a  preserve;  a  loaf  of 
bread  to  sustam  life,  a  sixpenny  counterfeit  note 
passed;  a  shed  burnt;  a  weapon  liAed,  without  stri- 
king! The  message  says  all  political  crimes^  all 
treasons,  misprision  of  treason,  libels,  and  deser- 
tions are  excluded.  The  treaty  shows  that  these 
offences  are  not  excluded — that  the  limitations  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Jefferson  are  not  inserted;'  and,  con- 
sequently, under  the  head  of  murder,  the  insurgent, 
the  rebel,  and  the  traitor  who  has  sued  blood,  may 
be  given  up;  and  so  of  other  offences.  When 
once  surrendered,  he  may  be  tried  for  anything. 
The  fate  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  alias  Nash,  is  a 
good  illustration  of  all  this.*  He  was  a  British 
sailor^ was  guilty  ofmutinv,  murder,  and  piracy 
on  the  frigate  Hermione — deserted  to  the  United 
States — was  demanded  by  the  British  minister  as  a 
murderer  under  Jay's  treaty — given  upas  a  murder- 
er— then  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  board  a  man-of- 
war  for  mutiny,  murder,  desertion,  and  piracy — 
found  guilty — executed — and  his  body  hung  in 
chains  from  the  yard-arm  of  a  man-of  war.  And  so 
it  would  be  again.  The  man  given  up  for  one  of- 
fence, would  be  tried  for  another;  and  in  the  num- 
ber and  insignificance  of  the  ofiienoes  for  which  he 
might  be  surrendered,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  reaching  any  victim  that  a  foreign  Government 
chose  to  pursue.  If  this  article  had  been  in  force 
in  the  time  of  the  Irish  rebellion,  and  Ix>rd  Edward. 
Fitzgerald  had  escaped  to  the  United  Stages,  aAer 
wounding,  as  he  did,  several  of  the  myrmidons  who 
arrested  him,  he  might  have  been  demanded  as  a 
fugitive  from  justice,  for  the  assault  with  intent  to 
kill;  and  then  tried  for  treason,  and  hanged  and 
quartered;  and  such  will  be  the  operation  of  the  ar- 
ticle if  it  continues. 

The  article  is  improper  in  itself;  unequal  in  it» 
operation;  intended  to  give  the  British  the  rightfof 
demanding  all  fugitives,  or  emigrants  from  all  parts 
of  her  dominions,  and  all  her  ships;  intended  toau-i 
thorize  their  arrest  for  desertion  or  political  offences, 
under  the  guise  of  reclaiming  inem  for  crimes^ 
worth  nothing  to  us  on  the  two  main  points  of  fu- 
gitive slaves  and  forgers;  and  actually  putting  us  in 
a  worse  condition  than  we  were  in  without  this 
agreement.  Lord  Ashburton  says  it  cannot  take 
effect  in  England  without  an  act  of  Parliament  to 
sanction  it.  I  have  not  examined  the  question; 
but  would  suppose  that  if  an  act  of  Parliament 
were  necessary  in  England  to  give  it  validity,  an  act 
of  Congress  would  be  equally  necessary  here  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  that  event,  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  may  yet  save  an  immense  emigrant 
population  from' the  persecutions  and  annoyance 
to  which  political  offenders  as  well  as  crimitaaL^, 
and  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  may  be  sub- 
jected under  this  renewed  and  aggravated  edition 
of  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  Jay's  treaty. 

I  have  done  with  the  consideration  of  this  article: 
and  with  it,  I  have  done  with  my  detailed  and  special 
objections  to  the  contents  of  the  treaty.  Other  gen- 
eral objections  I  have  to  it,  and  so  stated  at  the  open- 
ing of  my  speech.  Besides  the  leadin?  general  ob- 
jection, that  this  treaty  was  not  a  settlement  of  oij 
matters  in  dispute;  that  it  settled  what  concerned 
Great  Britain  and  the  Northern  States;  and  was,  in 
fact,  a  virtual  separate  treaty  with  those  States; — 
besides  this  objection,  which  I  stated  at  large,  there 
were  other  general  objections  which  I  barely  named, 
and  will  now  proceed  to  state  more  fully. 

■  ■  >        « 

"*tle  (President  Adams)  considers  aA  offence  committed  on 
board  a  public  ship-ofwar  on  the  h'gh  seas ,  to  have  been  com- 
mitted within  the  jurisdiction  of 'the  nation  to  which  the  ship 
belongs.  Nash  is  charged,  it  is  understood,  with  piracy  and 
murder  on  board  the  British  frigate  Hermione,  on  the  high 
seas,  and,  consequentlj,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty:  and,  therefore,  by  the  27Lh  anicle  of  the  treaty  of 
smity  with  Great  Britain,  Nash  ought  to  be  delivered  up  as  re* 
quested  by  the  British  minister,  provided  such  evidence  ofhifl 
criminalitv  l>e  produced  as,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  South  Carolina,  (where  ine  fugitive  was,)  would  JustifV  his 
apprehension  and  commitmrnt  for  trial,  if  the  offence  had  been 
committed  within  the  United  States.**— (ilfr.  Piekorin^s  letter 
to  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Liston^  surrendering  RobbinSf 
anas  Nash^  by  order  of  President  Adwu.) 
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1.  The  employment  of  a  sole  negotiator  in  a 
business  of  such  magnitude  and  variety,  and  one 
who  had  twt  been  approved  by  the  Senate  for  this 
pvrpose.  The  negotiations  einbraced  the  most  im- 
portant concerns,  and  themost  various — some,  pe- 
culiar to  sectional  divisions  of  the  Union,  as  the 
boundary,  to  the  North;  the  liberation  and  entice- 
ment of  slaves,  to  the  South;  the  Columbia  river, 
to  the  West;  and  then  to  the  tJnion  in  general,  in 
the  important  questions  of  impressment,  of  search, 
and  of  the  insult  at  Schlosser.  Such  varied  and 
important  interests  required  several  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  and  they  specially 
approved  by  the  Senate  for  this  purpose.  Never, 
in  the  anna!s  of  our  history,  was  such  a  negoti- 
ation before  commined  to  a  simple  hand.  In  all 
previous  administrations,  Federal  or  Republican, 
where  great  questions  were  at  slake,  several  min- 
isters were  appointed,  and  they  taken  from  difier- 
ent  parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  both  political  par- 
ties. Witness  the  three  ministers  in  Prance  (Mar- 
shall, Pinkney,  and  Cherry)  in  Mr.  J.  Adams's 
time;  the  two  ministers  to  England  (Mr.  Rufus 
King  and  Mr.  Monroe)  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time; 
the  five  ministers  to  Ghent  fMessrs.  J.  CI.  Adams, 
Bavard,  Clay,  Russell,  and  Gallatin)  in  Mr.  Madi- 
son's time;  and  numerous  other  instances,  within 
the  recollection  of  all.  The  present  occasion  was 
as  important  as  any  of  these;  for,  besides  embracing 
so  many,  and  such  various  questions,  it  also  in- 
volved, as  we  are  constantly  told,  the  great  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war !  If  the  British  Government 
chose  to  confide  its  interests  to  a  single  negotiator, 
that  was  no  rule  for  us.  It  is  a  monarchy;  and 
concentration  is  its  principle.  We  are  a  confeder- 
acy of  Republics;  and  diffusion  is  our  tendency. 
The  monarchy  and  the  monarchical  Government 
is  alone  to  be  consulted  in  Great  Britain.  The 
State  Governments,  the  political  parties,  the  sec- 
tional divisions,  are  all  to  be  considered  here;  and 
certainly  there  never  was  a  time  when  an  Admin- 
istration was  more  bound  to  defer  to  the  States,  to 
the  sections,  and  the  parties.  Having  no  Slate,  no 
section,  and  no  party  to  support  it,  it  was  little  able 
to  disregard  the  claims  of  justice,  and  the  observ- 
ances of  propriety  towards  any.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say,  It  is  no  matter:  the  Senate  has  the  con- 
trol; it  can  reject.  This  is  idle.  Wjc  know  that 
treaties  are  confirmed;  that  not  a  single  Senator 
would  recommend;  that  various  influences  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  ratification  of  a  treaty; 
and  that  ratification  is  no  test  of  its  merits.  No. 
The  security  is  in  precaution — in  preventive  reme- 
dies— in  taking  care  to  secure  a  s^afe  treaty  before- 
hand; and  not  in  the  rejection  by  the  Senate  after- 
wards. In  this  case,  the  employment  of  a  single 
negotiator  was  unjustifiable.  The  occasion  was 
great,  and  required  several,  both  for  safety  and  for 
satisfaction.  The  negotiation  was  here.  Ourcoun- 
iry  is  full  of  able  men.  Two  other  negotiators 
might  have  been  joined  without  delay,  without 
trouble,  and  almost  without  expense.  The  British 
also  had  another  negotiator  here,  (Mr.  Fox;)  a 
minister  of  whom  1  can  say,  without  disparage- 
ment to  any  other,  that,  in  the  two  and  twenty 
years  yhich  I  have  sat  in  this  Senate,  and  had  oc- 
casion to  know  the  foreign  ministers,  I  have  never 
known  his  superior  for  intelligence,  dignity,  atten- 
tion to  his  business,  fidelity  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, and  decorum  to  ours.  Why  not  add  Mr. 
Fox  to  Lord  Ashburton,  pnless  to  prevent  an  asso- 
ciate from  being  given  to  Mr.  Websterl  Was  it 
arranged  in  Landon  that  the  whole  negotiation 
should  be  between  two,  and  that  these  two  should 
act  without  a  witn&ss,  and  without  notes  or  minutes 
of  their  conferences'?  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  effect 
is  the  same;  and  all  must  condemn  this  solitary 
business  between  two  ministers,  when  the  occasion 
so  imperiously  demanded  several. 

2.  The  assumption  of  the  Secretary  negotiator 
to  treat  the  boundaries  of  the  republic,  established 
by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  as  matter  of  bar- 
gain and  ^e— o(  gifts  and  equivalents — in  the 
hands  of  the  negotiators.  This  was  done,  and  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  boundary.  In  his  very  first 
letter  to  Lord  Ashburton— in  his  brief  note  of  the 
17th  of  June,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  Lord- 
ship's very  first  note,  and  in  announcing  his  own 
authority  to  treat—our  negotiator  throws  up  the 
whole  question  of  rights  under  the  treaty  of  '83, 
declares  for  a  conventional  line,  and  invites  a  nego- 
tiation upon  the  basis  of  grants  and  equivalents — 
the  very  thing  which  he  had  condemned  in  the 
award.  This  is  what  he  says  in  his  note— hear 
lum: 


"Lord  Ashburton  liavinf  been  charged  hj  the  Queen's  Gov. 
emmenrwith  riill-powers  to  negotiate  and  settle  all  matters  in 
discussion  between  the  Htilted  Sutes  and  England;  and  having, 
on  his  arrival  at  Washington,  announced  that,  in  relatinu  to  ttie 
quealion  of  the  Noriheastein  boundary  of  the  United  States,  be 
was  authorized  to  treat  for  a  cooventional  line,  or  line  bj  agree* 
meni,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  c«n* 
siderations  and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought  jnst  and  eq>ii- 
table;  and  that  be  waa  ready  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for 
such  cdnveotional  line,  ao  aoon  aa  tkia  Government  should  saj 
thai  it  was  authorised >nd  ready  on  its  part  to  comroehee  sucli 
negotiation,- -the  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  now  the  honor  to  acouaiut  nis  Lordship,  bj  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  that  the  undersigned  is  ready,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  authorized  to 
proceed  tn  the  consideration  of  auch  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  ai^eemeni ;  ana  xpill  be  happy  to  hat>e  an  interviett  on  that 
tubjeet,  at  hi*  Lordshij^9  convenience." 

{Mr.  Webiter  toL<jrd'A$hburtonj  June\7. 

To  this  most  obliging  proposition — which  gave 
up  the  whole  question ! — ^the  British  minister  very 
naturally  and  very  promptly  (i.  <?.,  on  the  same 
day)  returned  a  note  of  acceptance,  fully  accepting 
what  the  Secretary  ofiered.  The  note  is  in  these 
terms: 

**The  undeniigned,  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic  Majesty 
on  an  extraordinary  and  special  mission  to  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  jutf  the  honor  of  aclrnowledging,  with  much  satiafiic- 
tioo,  the  communication  received  this  day  from  Mr.  Webster, 
.Secretary  of  State  nf  the  United  States,  that  he  la  ready,  on  bo- 
half  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  sulhoHzed,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  the  Northeastern  l)oundary  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
pr^iceed  to  the  consideration  of  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by 
agreement,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  rou> 
tual  considerations  and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought  just 
and  eqiiitable.  And,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's  invitation  to  the 
underHs'ned  to  fix  some  time /or  their  flrtt  conference  upon 
thi$»ubJecU  he  hegu  to  propose  to  call  on  Mr.  Webster,  at  the 
Department  of  State,  to-morrow,  at  12o'cloclc,  for  this  purpose, 
should  that  lim*^  be  i>crfectly  convenient  to  Mr  Webetpr." 

[Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster,  June  17. 

Here  is  acceptance,  quick  and  cordial,  with  a 
time  and  place  named  lor  the  first  conference. 
The  Secretary  agrees  to  the  time  and  place  men- 
tioned; and  immediately,  (to  wit:  on  the  same  afore- 
said 17th  day  of  June,)  writes  back  to  the  British 
minister  as  follows: 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  will  have  great  pleasure  in  seeing 
L'ird  Ashburton  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  as  proposed  by 
him." 

This  was  rapid  work,  and  long  will  this  day— 
thisFridav,  J0NE  17,  164*2 — be  remembered  and 
noted  in  the  annah!  of  this  confederacy.  In  the 
Roman  calendar,  it  would  have  had  a  place 
among  their  unlucky  days.  Its  memory  would 
have  been  perpetuated  by  a  black  monument;  and 
most  appropriate  it  will  be  for  us  to  mark  all  the 
new  boundaries  of  Maine  with  black  stones,  and 
veil  >^ith  black  the  statue  of  the  god  Terminus, 
degrade-d  from  the  mountain  which  overlooked 
GLuebec,  to  the  humble  valley  which  grows  po- 
tatoes. 

^  Let  us  mark  this  blaek  Friday.  On  that  day,  a 
question  of  national  boundaries  was  settled  t — and 
settled  by  giving  it  upl— and  given  up  before  the  first 
conference!  A  conventional  bounaary  was  agreed 
to,  in  vi^tion  of  the  Senate's  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  awarded  line,  and  in  contradiction  to  the 
negotiator's  recorded  principles  on  that  occasion. 
The  King  of  the  Netherlands  awarded  a  conven- 
tional line:  it  was  rejected,  because  it  was  conven- 
tional; and  now  two  conventional  lines— the  same, 
and  another  far  worse— are  agreed  upon;  and 
agreed  upon  before  the  first  conference,  and  by 
the  negotiator  who  was  potential  in  preventing 
President  Jackson  from  accepting  the  nrst.  The 
new  boundaries  thus  agreed  upon  must  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  repugnant  and  humiliating  to  the 
American  feeling.  But  humiliation  and  repug- 
nance are  not  all;  danger  and  mischief  follow  m 
the  rear.  Five  hundred  miles  of  first-rate  smug- 
gling ground  is  added  to  the  1,500  miles  of  northern 
smuggling  boundary  which -we  already  possessed. 
Passamaquod<hr  bay  is  converted  into  a  great 
naval  station,  (or  the  scourge  of  our  coasts  in  time 
to  come  by  British  steamers.  Halifax  and  Gluebec 
are  united,  and  a  new  military  frontier  created,  in 
which  Great  Britain  exults  and  Maine  mourns. 

3.  The  omission  to  keep  protocols;  and  the 
mystery  and  doubt  which  hang  over  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  different  propositions,  and  the 
degrees  bv  which  they  ripened  into  their  ultimate 
form.  This  neglect,  or  omission,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  was  total  and  invariable.  It  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  negotiation;  and  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  been  communicated  to  us — incom- 
plete as  it  is,  in  leaving  wholly  unmentioned  several 
subjects  of  the  negotiation— has  all  the  air  of  an 
after  performance — the  air  of  an  arranged  corres- 
pondence to  justify  foregone  conclusions.  All  the 
main  work  seems  to  have  been  done  UU-a-iete^ 


without  a  witness  to  hear  it,  or  pen  to  mdi  it. 
Never,  since  diplomacy  began,  and  the  ait  q| 
writing  was  invented,  was  a  negotiation  of  sock 
moment,  or  of  any  nnmient,  so  tracklessly  cob* 
ducted!  At  the  same  time,  the  occasion  wnsom 
which  required  ample  minutes  to  be  taken,  t 
faithful  record  lo  be  kept,  and  explanatioos  of 
every  thing  to  be  given.  Sole  negotiator— hn- 
mense  interests—  various  questions— half  of  then 
pretermitted,  the  others  sacrificed.  Sorely  sticli 
things  required  protocols — many  protocols;  yet  wc 
have  not  one;  and  the  justificatory  message  drawn 
up  for  the  President,  and  signed  by  him  wiib<nt 
a  verification  of  facts,  is  replete  with  unfoiuidedstig- 
gestions  and  insidious  recommendations,  only  cal- 
culated to  impose  on  the  ignorant.  I  present  this 
omission  to  keep  minutes  of  the  conferences  as  a 
fatal  objection  to  the  treaty,  and  a  departiue  from 
propriety  not  to  be  toleratecjl.  We  have  a  ri^ht  to 
see  the  progress  of  a  negotiation,  and  this  is  the 
first  instance  in  which  that  right  nas  been  violated. 
4.  The  assumption  of  the  American  n^otiator 
to  act  for  the  Bntish  negotiator,  in  preeeodng  the 
British  propositioa  for  the  Maine  boundary  as  the 
American  proposition;  and  the  unjustifiable  and 
imfounded  arguments  with  which  he  pressed  that 

Eroposition  upon  the  Maine  commissioners,  imtil 
e  extorted  from  them  a  reluctant,  jieinfu),  cm- 
ditional  acquiescence,  which  was  immediately 
treated  as  an  absolute  consent.  This  is  a  most 
serious  objection,  and  requires  to  be  proved  as  soon 
as  stated.    Bo,  here  is  the  proof: 

**  Gbhtlbmbm  :  Yoa  have  bad  an  oppoitQDhy  of  readtaf 
Lord  AshburUHt's  note  to  me  uf  the  1 1  th  July.  Smce  thai  dais, 
I  have  had  full  and  frequent  conferences  with  him  respectiajS 
the  Eastern  boundary,  an<)  belieTe  I  underaiand  what  is  practt* 
cable  to  be  done  on  that  subject,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned.  la 
these  conferences,  he  haa  made  do  posiiivo  or  ttindiag  prppoai- 
tion;  though,  perhaps,  it  would  l>e  more  daairahl&  oooer  pres. 
ent  circumstances,  that  suchpropontiop^shouldproeeedjfrem 
the  United  States.  I  have  reason  to  tielieve,  bowerer,  that 
ha  would  a^Toe  to  a  line  of  boundary  tietween  the  Doited  fliatcs 
and  the  Ornish  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Biunawkt. 
such  aa  is  described  in  a  paper  accompanjfing  tku^  jmarkid 


B.)  and  identified  by  mjf  signature. 
''The  line  suggested,  with  the  compenaations  and  rt]tiivt* 


I 


leots  which  tiave  been  stated,  is  now  sabmiitad  for  yoar  c 
sideratlon.  That  it  is  all  which  might  bafe  been  hopei  fm, 
looking  to  the  strength  of  t^e  American  churn,  can  haidly  W 
said.  But,  as  the  settlement  of  a  controversy  of  such  duntioa 
is  a  matter  of  high  importance;  as  equivalents  cf  oodovbtsd 
Talue  are  offered;  aa  longer  postponement  aod  delay  wonkl  Is^ 
to  further  inconvemeNce,  and  to  the  incurring  oTfartlier  ex* 
penses;  and  as  no  better  occasion^  or  perhaps  any  other  oc- 
casion, for  settling  the  boundary  by  agreetnemt,  andom  the 
principles  of  emUvalents,  is  ever  likely  toprestmt  itmeH'^  tfa 
Qovertwientoj  the  United  States  hopes  that  the  c%  m  wi  saisn 
era  of  the  two  .states  will  find  it  to  be  consistent  with  their 
duty  to  assent  to  the  line  proposed^  and  to  the  terms  aad 
eonaitums  attending  the  proposition. 

''Yhe  President  has  felt  the  deepest  anxiety  for  ao  amlcahta 
settlement  of  the  question  in  a  manner  honorable  to  the  omb- 
itjy  and  such  as  should  preserve  the  rights  and  ioierasra  of  the 
States  concerned.  Fron»the  moment  of  the  announcananc  of 
Lord  Aahburton's  mission,  ha  haa  aedttloQaly  aodsavond  la 
pursue  a  course  the  most  respectful  towards  the  Stales,  mod 
the  moat  useful  to  their  interests,  as  well  as  the  moal  beoom* 
ing  to  the  character  and  dienity  of  the  Government.  Be  wfll 
be' happy  if  the  result  shall  be  such  as  shall  aatiafy  Maloa  aad 
Masaachusetts,  aa  well  aa  the  rest  of  tbeeountry.  ^R^ib 
aentlmenta  on  the  part  of  the  Preaideni,  asul  wuk  the  a 
tion  that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement  can  be  \  _, 
this  subject  is  note  referred  to  the  gmve  deliberation  ^  tli 
eommissioners.'^—Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  oommMmms, 
July  16. 

This  extract  shows,  in  express  terms,  that  the 
American  Secretary  of  State  presented  the  British 
proposition  for  the  Maine  boundary;  that  he  not 
only  presents  it,  but  brings  both  the  British  and 
American  Gk)vemments  to  bear  npoa  Maine,  lo 
coerce  her  submission.  The  paper  marked  B, 
identi^ed  by  the  Secretary's  signature,  is  evidently 
from  Oie  British  legation;  and  is  the  precise  wri- 
ting, word  for  word,  which  now  consnitotes  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty.  The  American  GevenHnent 
is  made  to  express  its  desire  for  the  accaptaace  of 
the  boundary  designated  in  that  paper;  and  then  a 
train  of  the  most  extraordinary  aiigiim«]t  is  ad» 
dressed  to  Maine,  in  which  the  Secretary  evideoily 
speaks  for  Great  Britain.  First,  he  speaks  <tf  the 
equivalents  which  Maine  is  to  receive^  and  declares 
them  to  be  of  undoubted  value.  What  are  tbevt 
The  half  of  $300,000  for  the  two  caDventioiaa 
lines  and  the  two  territorial  losses!  when  Presi- 
dent Jackson  had  proposed  a  million  and  a  ijautcr 
of  dollars  (one  million  of  acres  of  good  land  in 
Michi|;an)  ajs  a  compensation  to  Maine  for  one  of 
these  lines  and  one  of  these  losses  only;  and  that 
offer  had  been  spumed  by  the  present  negatialor. 
He  .now  adds  110  miles  of  new  boondaiy,  and 
572,000  acres  of  new  territorial  losi^  red«ees  the 
equivalent  from  $1,250,000  to  tlMOOO,  aiHl  then 
presses  it  upon  Maine  as  an  equivalent  of  mdairix* 
ed  value.  And  Ibis  is  all  ahe  gat^  te  (he  Mvi* 
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gation  of  the  St.  John,  due  to  Maine  nnder  the  laws 
of  nations,  is  balanced  by  navigation  conferred^  as 
well  as  received.  The  Secretary  then  goes  on  to 
threaten  Maine  with  war,  if  she  does  not  snbmit 
to  his  British  proposition.  Ue  warns  her  that  no 
better  occa^jion— no  other  occasion — for  SET- 
TLING the  bonndary  by  AGREEMfiNT,  and 
for  BaUIVALENTS,  is  ever  likely  to  happen; 
he  tells  her  that  no  ARRANGEMENT  more  AD- 
VANTAGEOUS can  be  made;  and  then  submits 
the  proposition,  as  a  unit,  without  alteration  or 
aaiendment,  to  the  GRAVE  DELIBERATION  of 
the  commissioners.  Now,  my  first  objection  to  all 
this,  is  a  threat  of  war  to  coerce  Maine;  for  what 
else  can  be  understood  from  this  last  chance  Tor  set- 
tling by  agreement^  and  for  equivaienis^  and  that  no 
belter  arrangement  can  be  had?  What  is  this  but 
saying  to  Maine,  that  if  you  do  not  accept  this  set- 
tlement of  the  bonndary,  it  will  be  settled  without 
a^vement,  and  without  equivalents,  and  in  a  more 
disadvantageous  mannerl — that  is  to  say,  it  will  be 
settled  by  war,  and  you  will  be  flossed  into  sub- 
mission. This  is  the  plain  import  of  the  Secretary's 
language;  and  here  we  have  the  root  and  origin  of 
that  Walpole  cry  of  war — that  craven  cry — which 
has  been  made  to  resound  through  the  land.  The 
same  threat  which  was  made  to  Maine,  is  made  to 
us;  and,  like  her  commissioners,  we  are  desired 
to  take  the  proposition  into  our  grave  deliberation. 
The  nMt  objection  I  have  to  this  thieat  is,  that  it 
IS  false;  for  we  all  know  that  Great  Britain  not 
only  agreed  to  better  terms  than  these  for  us,  but 
demanded  them ;  and  made  it  mailer  of  remon- 
strance that  we  refused  Ihcm.  I  speak  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands'  award.  That  award  was 
infinitely  better  for  us;  and  it  was  not  only  ac- 
cepted by  the  British,  but  insisted  upon;  and 
its  non-execution  on  oitr  part  was  made  a  sub- 
ject of  remonstrance  and  complaint  ajjainst  us. 
After  this,  can  any  one  believe  that  the  "prace- 
missiofC^  was  sent  out  to  make  war  upon  us  if 
we  did  not  yield  up  near  double  as  much  as  she 
then  demandedl  No,  sir!  there  is  no  truth  in  this 
cry  of  war.  It  is  only  a  phantom  conjured  up  for 
the  occasion.  From  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  the 
British  would  gladly  have  accepted  the  awarded 
boundary:  the  Federalists  prevented  it,  and  even 
refused  a  new  negotiation.  Now,  the  .same  Fed- 
eralists have  yielded  double  as  much,  and  are 
thanking  God  that  the  British  condescend  to  ac- 
cept it.  Such  is  Federalism:  and  the  British  well 
knew  their  time,  and  their  men,  when  they  se- 
lected the  present  moment  to  send  their  special 
mission;  to  double  their  demands;  and  touseargu* 
ments  successfully,  which  would.have  been  indig' 
nantly  repelled  when  a  Jackson  or  a  Van  Buren 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Grovernment — or,  rather, 
would  never  have  been  used  to  such  Presidents. 
The  coodoct  of  our  Secretary-negotiator  is  inex- 
plicable. He  rejects  the  award,  because  itdismem- 
oers  Maine;  votes  against  new  negotiatiods  with 
England;  and  announces  himself  ready  to  shoulder 
a  musket  and  march  to  the  highland  bound- 
ary, and  there  fight  his  death  for  it.  This  was 
under  Jackson's  administration.  He  now  becomes 
negotiator  himself;  gives  up  the  highland  bound- 
ary in  the  first  note;  gives  op  all  that  was  award- 
ed by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands;  gives  up  1 10 
miles  on  this  side  of  that  award;  gives  up  the 
mountain  barrier  which  covered  Maine,  and  com- 
manded the  Halifax  road  to  duebec;  gives  $500,000 
lor  Rouse's  Point,  which  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands gave  us  for  nothing;  becomes  the  agent  of 
the  British  minister  ia  presenting  the  new  bound- 
ary to  the  Maine  commissioners;  and  crowns  all 
this  inexplicable  conduct  by  keeping  no  record  of 
his  proceedings,  and  using  threats  and  menaces 
which  no  English  gentleman  would  have  used,  and 
which  were  as  false  in  fact  as  they  were  insolent 
in  spirit.  I  say  this  conduct  is  inexplicable!  I 
shall  publish  what  I  say,  and  defy  the  Secretary 
and  his  friends  to  explain  this  conduct. 

This  is  sufficient  to  prove  mv  assertion  that  the 
American  negotiator  became  the  champion  of  the 
British  Government;  that  he  offered  the  British 
proposition  as  the  American  proposition;  that  he, 
broughlboth  Governments  to  bear  upon  Maine,  in  or- 
der to  force  her  to  accept  it;  and  that  he  used  argu- 
ments to  accomplish  his  purpose,  which  were  un- 
jasti  Gable  and  untrue.  The  proof  in  his  own  letter 
i^  sufficient;  but  tBe  answer  of  the  Maine  commis- 
sioners seals  it;  and  here  is  that  answer: 

'TtieufulenigDed,  comminioneTBorihd  Stale  of  Maine  on 
the0iiltt«ctof  iheNoctbeaitem  boundary,  have  the  honor  d 
•ctoowkdfs  th»f««tit>t  of  yoHXoote,  wianm^A  to  them  under 


dale  of  Ills  15ih  inetant,  with  vncloeurce  therein  referred  \o. 
The  propotuion  first  submitted  by  the  (•pccial  minister  of 
Great  Dntam,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary,  having  be  n  dis- 
agreed to;  and  the  proposition  made  on  the  part  of  the  iJnited 
States,  With  the  assent  of  the  commiraioners  of  Maine  and  MaR* 
sachueeita,  having  b«cn  rejected  as  inadmissibir,  coupled  with 
an  expression  of  surprise  ihal  itshouM  have  l)een  made;  and 
Lord  Ashbin'ton,  in  the  same  communication,  having  intimated 
a  preference  for  conference  rather  than  corrt-spondcnce,  and 
having  omiued  in  hie  note  to  makeaoy  now  propo&iiion,  except 
a  qualified  wiitulrawal  of  a  part  of  his  formej-  one;  we  learn 
from  your  note  that  you  'have  had  full  and  fiequent  confer- 
ences with  him  respecUng  the  Northeastern  boundary,'  and 
that  you  *believeyou  understand  what  is  practicable  to  be  done 
on  \ha$.  Kubjeci^  so  far  as  be  (Lord  Ashburton)  is  concerned.' 
We  also  learn  that  in  these  conferences  be  has  made  no  posi- 
tive or  binding  proposition;  thinking,  peihnps,  it  would  bo 
more  desirable,  under  present  circumstances,  that  sitch  a  prop- 
oeition  should  proceed  from  the  aide  of  the  United  (State*;'  but 
that  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  agree  lo  a  line  of 
boundary  such  n»  is  described  in  the  paper  accompanying  your 
no:c,  (marked  0;)  and, also,  that  you  entertain  the  conviction 
Hhat  no  more  advantageone  arrangement  can  be  made:'  and, 
wi'h  this  conviction,  you  refer  the  subject  to  the  grave  deliber> 
ation  of  the  commuwioners. 

"Regarding  thisas  substantially  a  proposition  on  the  part  of  :he 
United  States,  with  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  Great  Britam, 
and  as  the  one  most  favorable  to  us  which,  under  any  circum- 
suncee,  the  latter  Government  would  either  ofler  or  accept,  the 
undersigned  have  not  fkiled  to  l>eBiow  upon  it  the  grave  deliber- 
ation aiul  consideration  which  its  nature  and  imporlaflce,  and 

their  ever  responsible  iKwition,  demand. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"We  are  now  given  lo  understand  that  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  at- 
«en/sto  the  proposal,  and  that  this  department  c/  the  Guvern- 
ment  at  least  wanxious  fur  its  acceptance,  as,  in  iia  view,  moot 
expedient  for  the  general  good. 

''The  commissioners  of  Jl/as«acAuse//«  have  already  given 
their  assent,  on  behalf  of  that  Commonwealth. 

•'Considering,  then,  this  proposition  as  involvirg  the  surren- 
der of  more  territory  than  the  avowed  ot>jecL8  of  England  re- 
quire; as  removing  our  landmarks  from  the  well  known  and 
well-defined  Jjoundary  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  on  the  crest  of  the 
highlands,  befiide^  insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter  in  its 
full  extent,  we  feel  bound  in  say,  after  the  most  careful  con- 
si  Jerai  ion,  that  wo  cannot  bring  our  minds  lo  the  cunvictiun 
that  the  proposal  is  Huch  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

•  •  «  •  4 

"We  are  now  called  upon  t'»  consider  the  final  proposition, 
made  by  or  through  the  Government  of  the  United  Btatee,  for 
our  consideration  and  acceptance.  The  line  indicated  may  be 
shortly  defined  as  the  line  recommended  by  the  King  of  the 
Neiticrland*,  and  pn  addition  thereto  of  a  strip  of  land  at  the 
base  of  the  highlands  running  to  the  source  oi  the  southweftt 
branch  of  tlie  iSt.  John.  The  examination  and  C9n8idoration  of 
all  other  lines,  which  might  better  meet  our  view^and  objects, 
have  \ittn  precluded  by  the  declaration,  and  other  plenary  ev- 
idence we  nave,  that  th'e  line  specified  In  your  communication 
is  the  meet  advantageous  that  can  be  offered  to  us;  and  that  no 
one  of  less  extent— or  jrielding,  in  fact,  leas  to  the  other  party— 
can  be  deemed  admiwible.  We  arc,  therefore,  brought  to  the 
single  and  simnre  constdeiation  of  the  question  whether  we  csn, 
con.-ietently  vaihour  views  of  our  duty  totheBtaie  we  represent, 
accept  the  proposition  submitted  by  vou." — The  Maine  Com' 
niUsionert  to  Mr.  Webster,  July  22. 

5.  The  mixing  up  of  incongruous  matter  in 
the  treaty,  and  presenting  the  whole  as  a  unit,  to 
be  ratified  in  folo,  under  penalty  of  loss  of  the 
whole,  and  war  if  any  part  of  it  was  rejected.  This 
is  a  serious  objection  to  the  treaty.  Incongruities 
are  not  to  be  put  into  laws,  whether  they  be  the 
supreme  or  the  subordinate  law.  The  Afric<^n 
alliance  for  five  years,  is  an  incongruity  in  a 
British  treaty  of  permanent  boundaries.  The  only 
reason  for  putting  this  temporary  convention  into  a 
permanent  treaty,  is  the  very  reason  which  should 
prevent  its  being  put  there;  it  is  to  fetter  the  Sen- 
ate— to  embarrass  and  coerce  them — to  make  one 
part  of  the  treaty  carry  another.  1  shall  move 
to  strike  out  this  alliance  article,  as  well  for  incon- 
gruity, as  for  its  unconstitutionality,  inexpediency, 
and  gross  impolicy. 

6.  The  irregular  manntr  in  which  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  treaty  has  been  sought,  by  consultations 
with  individual  members,  before  it  wa?  submitted 
to  the  Senate.  Here  I  tread  upon  delicate  ground; 
and  if  1  am  wrong,  this  is  the  time  and  the  place 
to  correct  me.  I  speak  in  the  hearing  of  those  who 
mu.st  know  whether  I  am  mistaken.  1  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  treaty  has  been  privately  sub- 
mitted to  Senators— their  opinions  obtained— the 
judgment  of  the  body  forestalled;  and  th»n  seiit 
here  for  the  forms  of  ratification.  fOne  Senator 
said  he  had  not  been  consulted.]  Mr.  B.  in  con- 
tinuation :  Certainly  not,  as  the  Senator  says  so; 
and  so  of  any  other  gentleman  who  will  saj'  the 
same.  I  interrogate  no  one.  I  have  no  right  to 
interrogate  any  one.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  all 
were  consulted;  that  would  have  been  unnecessary; 
and  besides,  I  know  I  was  not  consulted  myself; 
and  I  know  many  others  who  were  not.  All  that 
I  intend  to  say  is,  that  1  have  reason  to  think  that 
this  treaty  has  been  ratified  out  of  doors'  and  that 
this  is  a  great  irregularity,  and  bespeaks  an  undue 
solicitude  for  it  on"  the  part  of  its  authois,  arising 
from  a  consciousness  of  its  indefensible  character. 

7.  The  want  of  instructions  from  the  President 


to  guide  this  negotiation.  This  is  a  glaring  objec- 
tion to.  the  treaty.  By  the  theory  oiour  Gbvera^ 
ment,  the  Pre^iident  is  the  head  of  the  Elxecutivd 
Department,  and  mnst  treat  through  his  agents  and 
ministers,  with  foreign  powers.  He  must  tell  them 
what /to  do,  and  fhouid  tell  that  in  unequivocal 
language,  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  about  it. 
He  must  connnand  and  direct  the  negotiation;  he 
must  order  what  is  done.  This  is  the  theory  of 
our  Government,  and  this  has  been  its  practice 
from  the  beginning  oi  Washington's  to  the  end  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration;  and  never  was 
it  more  necessary  .than  now.  Being  but  one  ne* 
gotiaior,  and  he  not  approved  by  the  Senate  for  that 
purpose,  and  being  from  an  interested  State,  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  President  to  have  guided 
and  ^iirected  everything.  He  is  the  head  of  the 
Union,  and  should  have  attended  to  the  interest  of 
the  whole  Union;  on  the  contrary,  he  abandons 
everything  to  his  Secretary,*  and  this  Secretary 
takes  care  of  one  section  of  the  Union,  and  of 
his  own  State,  and  of  Great  Britain;  and  leaves 
the  other  two  sections  of  the  Union  out  of  the 
treaty.  The  Northern  Stales,  coterminous  with 
Canada,  get  their  boundaries  adjusted:  Massachu- 
setts gets  money,  which  her  sister  States  are  to 
pay;  and  Great  Britain  takes  two  slices  and  all 
her  military  frontiers  from  the  Stale  of  Maine! 
the  the  S.  and W.  Stales  are  left  as  they  were ! — the  na- 
ttiral  result  of  a  negotiation  committed,  without  in- 
structions, to  a  single  negotiator;  and  that  nego- 
tiator the  man  who  declared  he  would  not  vote 
Ihe  money  for  defence  whicli  President  Jackson 
required,  even  if  the  enemy  was  battering  at  the 
doors  of  the  Capitol !  and  whose  subserviency  to 
British  interests,  has  so  often  and  so  deplorably 
been  manifested. 

8.  The  fear  of  war. .  This  Walpole  argument 
is  heavily  pressed  upon  U8,  and  we  arc  constantly 
told  that  tne  alternatives  lie  between  this  treaty — 
the  whole  of  it.  jusi  as  ii  is — or  war !  This  is  a  de- 
grading argument,  if  true;  and  infamous  if  false! 
and  false  it  is:  and  more  than  that,  it  is  as  shame- 
less as  it  is  unfounded !  What !  the  peace  mission 
come  to  make  war!  It  is  no  such  thing.  It  comes 
to  take  advantage  of  our  deplprable  condition^to 
take  what  it  pleases,  and  to  repulse  the  rest.  Great 
Britain  is  in  no  condition  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
and  every  child  knows  it.  But  I  do  not  limit  my- 
self to  argument,  and  general  considerations,  to  dis- 
prove this  war  argument.  I  refer  to  the  fact  which 
stamps  it  with  untruth.  Look  to  the  notes  of  Sir 
Charles  Vaughan  and  Mr.  Bankhead,  demanding 
the  execution  of  the  award,  and  declaring  that 
Us  execution  would  remove  every  impediment  to 
the  harmony  of  ike  two  countries.  After  that, 
and  while  holding  these  authentic  declara- 
tions in  our  hantls,  are  we  to  be  told  that 
the  peace  mission  requires  more  than  the  awardi 
requires  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  more  of 
boundary?  requires  $500,000  for  Rouse's  Point, 
which  the  award  gave  us  wiihout  moneyl  requires 
a  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance,  which  she  dared  not 
mention  in  the  time  of  Jackson  or  Van  Buren'?  re- 
quires the  surrender  of  "rebels"  under  the  name  of 
criminals'?  and  puts  the  South  and  West  at  de- 
fiance, while  conciliating  the  non-slaveholding 
States?  and  gives  us  war,  if  we  do  not  consent  to 
all  this  degradation,  insult,  and  outrage'?  Are  we 
to  be  told  this'?  No,  sir,  no!  There  is  no  danger 
of  war,  but  this  treaty  will  make  a  war,  if  it  is 
ratified.  It  gives  up  all  our  advantages;  leaves  us 
with  great  questions  unsettled;  increases  the  auda- 
city of  the  British;  weakens  and  degrades  us;  and 
leaves  us  no  alternative  but  war  to  save  the  Co- 
lumbia, to  prevent  impressment,  to  resist  search, 
to  repel  Schlosser  invasions,  and  to  avoid  a  San 
Domingo  insurrection  in  the  South,  excit^  from 
London,  from  Canada,  and  from  Nassau. 

9.  I  conclude  this  head  of  general  objections  with 
the  notice  of  an  exhibition  on  this  floor,  preceded 
by  private  and  impressive  revelations  to  Senators 
wiinout,  which  the  honor  of  the  contrivers  would 

*Thie  hns  aiuce  been  publicly  declared  bv  Mr.  Wtbtter  at 
Boston.  The  edition  of  hie  sf^eecb,  revised  and  corrected  by 
himself,  says: 

*i  never  ean  forget  the  franknesH  and  generosity  with  which, 
after  an  interchange — a  free  and  liberal  interchanfre— ho  (the 
President)  finally  eaid  to  roe,  that  the  butineas  leoa  in  my 
hands;  that  upon  my  shoulder*  rested  the  responnbitttv; 
and  en  my  decision  aipended  the  conclusion  of  the  ne^ono* 

This  di-cJaratlon,  to  authentically  roadr"  at  Boston,  ho  ■noe 
been  contradicted  by  its  suthoratNew  Vork;  but  the  papera 
communicated  to  the  Senate  show  that  the  Boston  «tat«inent 
was  correct,  and  that  the  whole  buslneas  was  in  tUe  handa  of  iht 
Becreiary. 
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require  to  l^e  kept  where  they  attempted  to  place  it — 
in  the  depths  ot  everlasting  oblivion;  but  which  the 
'honor  of  the  Senate  requires  to  be  exposed  to  broad 
day-light.  The  Secretary  of  IBtate  has  sent  us,  un- 
der the  most  awful  injunctions  o^  secrecy,  certain 
letters  from  Mr.  Jared  Sparks,  te  Paris,  covering  a 
certain  disinterred  map,  marked  with  certain  red 
lines,  said  to  be  dr^wn  by  Dr.  Franklin  when 
minister  in  France',  and  by  which  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  Penobscot  waters  from  the  St. 
John  are  shown  to  be  the  boundary  between  the  Uni-' 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  instead  of  the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  waters  of  the  St.  Laitrence 
from  those  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  by  his  po- 
sition, was  made  the  interpreter  of  the  Secretary 
on  this  occasioii.  He  unfolded  the  whole  to  us, 
with  all  the  invocations  to  secrecy  and  to  despatch 
in  our  work,  which  the  Secretary  had  impeiraied 
of  him;  and,  as  a  reason  for  this  despatch  and  se- 
crecy, he  read  us  a  paragraph  in  Lord  Asbbur- 
ton's  letter  of  the  llih  of  July,  from  which  it  was 
to  be  dreaded  that  his  Lordship  afid  the  British,  if 
not  forestalled  by  a  prompt  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
might  find  out  our  secret,  refuse  the  ratification 
tiiemselves,  and  seize  on  all  Maine  down  to  the  Pe- 
nobscot. At  the  moment  that  the  chairmati  of  the 
Foreign  Relations  committee  was  making  these  rev- 
elations and  adjurations,  struck  by  the  strangeness 
of  the  scene,  1  demanded  of  him  whether  these 
communications  came  from  the  President^  He 
answered.  No;  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  then 
declared  that  they  were  not  covered  by  the 
rules  of  confidential  intercourse  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  and  not  entitled  to  secrecy;  and 
the  less  so,  because  they  had  already  been  shown  to 
many  Senators  out  of  doors.  And,  in  the  same 
instant,  I  treated  the  whole  communication  as  a 
most  unworthy  contrivance — a  fraud  upon  the  Brit- 
ish, if  it  was  true;  with  a  request  to  the  Senate  to  be- 
come party  to  the  fraud:  an  insult  to  the  Senate  if 
they  were  false;  and  the  more  so,  if  they  bad  al- 
ready  been  shown  to  Lord  Ashburton,  as  they  seem- 
ed to  have  been:  and,  in  any  event,  a  disgrace  to 
lis  contrivers.  ^  At  the  same  instant,  I  showed  the 
bundle  of  old  maps,  collected  and  preserved  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  belonging  to  the  Congress  Library, 
in  which  this  very  line  was  laid  down  in  the  same 
red  color,  while  the  true  one  was  marked  with  dots, 
in  a  French  map  made  in  Paris,  and  dedicated  and 
presented  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  year  1784.  All 
this  I  did  upon  the  instant — in  the  flash  of  the  mo- 
ment— with  the  hot  feeling  of  indignation  upon  me- 
*  — and  without  intending  offence  to  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  whose  position  had  made  him 
the  organ  of  the  Secretary  on  this  humiliating  oc- 
casion. 

I  do  not  go  into  the  full  defence  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
whose  very  ghost  sieems  to  have  been  made  to  play 
a  part  to  ravish  from  our  astounded  senses  the  in- 
stant ratification  of  this  treaty.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  defend  him  from  the  resulting  implications  of 
these  strange  communications;  and,  to  show  that  his 
geography  could  not  have  mistaken  the  highlands 
between  the  Penobscot  and  the  St.  John,  for  the 
highlands  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  At- 
lantic— his  astronomy  could  not*  have  mistaken  the 
south  side  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  northwest  corner 
of  that  province — and  that  his  geometry  could  not 
have  substituted  a  crooked .  line,  running  zig-zag 
west  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix,  for  a  straight 
line  running  from  the  head  of  that  river  due  north 
to  the  intersection  of  the  ridge  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  St.  Lawrence.  I  do  not  go  into  this  de- 
fence, nor  expose  the  attempt  to  stultify  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  order  to  screen  our  present  negotiator  from 
responsibility  for  his  enormous  sacrifices.  That 
task  has  been  assumed  by  the  natural  defender  of 
Dr.  Frankliix  on  this  floor — the  Senator  frgra  Mis- 
sissippi^ who  has  married  his  descendant,  [Mr. 
Walker,] — and  who  will  do  justice  to  the  illustri- 
ous dead.  I  limit  myself  to  showing  a  couple  of 
maps — one  of  which  shows  the  same  line  attributed 
to  Dr.  Franklin,  in^  red  coloring,  and  the  true  one 
in  dots;  the  other  shows -the  true  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  marked  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  And,  first, 
I  will  explain  how  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
these  maps,  and  chanced  to  have  them  on  my  ta- 
ble at  sucD  an  appropriate  moment. 

The  way  of  it  is  this:  1  made  it  my  business 
to  go  and  see  Mr.  Jefferson  before  he  died;  and  in 
the  course  of  a  long  winter  evening,  in  which  I 
contrived  to  make  him  do  all  the  talking,  he  said 


Among  other  things,  he  told  me  that  when  he  was 
minister  in  Paris  he  had  endeavored  to  make  him- 
self master  of  everything  that  related  to  the  New 
World,  and  especiily  to  our  own  part  of  it;  and 
for  that  purpose  wa^  accustomed  to  spend  his  leis- 
ure evenings  in  the  booksellers'  shops,  searching 
out  for  every  publication  that  related  to  the  United 
States  and  the  two  Americas.  He  told  me  of  many 
rare  books,  and  in  various  languages,  which  he 
had  collected,  and  of  a  mass  of  maps  and  charts 
which  he  had  bound  up;  and  that  all  his  collection 
had  gone  to  the  United  States  with  the  sale  of  his 
library,  and  were  in  the  library  of  Congress.  I 
have  oAen  availed  myself  of  this  information  to 
trace  questions — historical,  political,  geographical — 
through  his  ample  volumes;  and  had  of\esu  looked 
over  his  collection  of  maps,  venerable  for  their 
age  and  for  the  hand  that  collected  them.  This 
morning,  when  we  locked  our  doors  on  this  treaty, 
I  sent  a  note  to  our  Librarian,  with  a  request  to 
send  me  the  Jefferson  maps;  and  was  actually  look- 
ing over  the  collection  at  the  time,  and  tracmg  the 
well-marked  Northern  boundary  upon  it,  at  the  in- 
stant th^t  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  was  revealing  to  us  the  unexpected  dis- 
coveries of  Mr.  Jared  Sparks.  It  struck  me  as 
very  strange  that  Mr.  Sparks  should  have  discov- 
ered in  Paris,  in  1842,  documents  of  such  antiquity 
and  of  such  moment  in  relation  to.our  own  country, 
and  as  coming  from  Dr.  Franklin  when  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  was  cotemporary  with  the  paper,  the 
successor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  for  so  many  years  in 
Paris,  and  gave  up  so  much  of  his  time  and  thoughts 
to  these  researches; — it  struck  me  as  very  strange 
that  all  this  should  happen;  and  immediately  be- 
gan to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  map  in  my  hand, 
to  see  if  it  was  in  his  collection.  Immediately  I 
fell  upon  the  same  red  line  in  a  map  made  in  Paris, 
in  1754,  and  dedicated  and  presented  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin; which  map  I  instantly  showed  to  the  Senate, 
and  had  placed  on  the  Secretary's  table  for  the  in- 
spection of  all  the  Senators.  Its  title  is  in  these 
words: 

"  Carte  des  EUUs  Unis  de  VAmeriqw^  suivant  le 
traite  de  paix  de  1783.  Dediee  el  presentee  &  Son 
Excellence  Mr.  Benjamin  Fiunklin,  minislre  des 
Elats  Unis  de  VAmerique  pris  la  cour  de  Prancej 
ancieih  President  de  la  Convention  de  Pensilvaniej  el 
de  la  Sociele  PMlosopkique  de  Philadelphie,  tf'C,,^. 
Par  son  Iris  hwmMe  et  Ires  obeisant  servileurj 
Latbrb,  1784;  avic  privilege  du  Roi. — Paris." 

Here  is  the  map,  which  presents  the  same  line, 
and  in  the  same  color,  with  the  one  which  Mr. 
Sparks  has  discovered:  and  with  it  is  the  true  line, 
in  dots,  running  up  to  tne  northwest  comer  of  Nova 
Scotia.  It  was  no  secret  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time,  as 
its  position  now  proves.  It  was  of  no  weight  in  the 
detejpmination  of  the  boundary,  as  Mr.  Jefferson's 
own  map  shows,  made  also  in  the  year  1784,  giving 
us  all  up  to  the  northwest  cornef  of  Nova  Sco- 
lia,  and  all  the  commanding  islands  which  we 
have  since  lost  by  diplomacy — Campo-bello,  Grand 
Menan,  Bois-blanc,  and  the  grand  trading  route  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods: 
and  it  was  of  no  weight  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  mind 
in  any  way,  as  his  correspondence  ob  the  vari- 
ous attempts  to  settle  the  Northeastern  bound- 
arv  constantly  showed.  But  I  leave  all  this  to  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker,]  who  has 
already  done  good  execution  upon.  Mr.  Sparks's 
revelation.  I  limit  myself  to  the  production  of  the 
maps,  one  of  which  shows  that  Mr.  Sparks's  secret 
is  no  secret;  and  the  other  of  which  shows  us  the 
true  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  as  settled  by 
the  treaty  of  Independence,  and  before  diplomacy 
had  mystified  and  mutilated  it,  and  which  give  us 
the  commanding  route  through  the  long  lakes  west 
of  Lake  Superior;  the  Bois-blanc  island,  which 
commands  the  Detroit  river;  the  islands  of  Campo- 
bello  and  Qrand  Menan,  which  command  the  Bay 
of  Fundy;  and  the  lofty  mountain  which  covered 
Maine,  and  commanded  GLuebeo;  all  of  which 
British  diplomacy  has  taken  from  us. 

I  turn  to  the  device  of  our  Secretary  negotiator, 
and  his  attempt  to  ravish  a  ratification  from  us  by 
means  of  this  raw  bead  and  bloody  bones;  and  his 
attempt  to  impose,  as  a  secret  upon  the  Senate,  what 
was  evidently  known  to  Lord  Ashburton.  Taken 
in  any  way,  and  it  is  a  most  disreputable  contri- 
vance. If'  Dr.  Franklin's  pretended  marks  are  the 
true  lines,  and  we  have  found  a  piece  of  evidence 
which  defeats  our  claim  to  one-third  of  Maine,  then 
honor  requires  us  to  show  it  to  the  British;  if  on  the 
other  hand,  these  marks  are  the  same  with  those  on 


to  me  many  things  which:  I  have  endeavored  to  re-    |  the  map  I  produce,  and  are  of  no  value,  then  the 
m^tobetf  and  to  act  upon  as  occasion  presented.  U  Senate  has  peen  bamboozled;  and,  in  eitoer  event, 


the  secrecy  demanded  of  us  has  not  been  reqoired 
of  Lord  Ashburton,  who  shows  very  clearly  that  he 
has  scented  the  existence  of  Mr.  Sparks's  discor- 
eries!  The  Senator  from  Virrinia,  [Mr.  RiyisJ 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rdatiov, 
read  a  par^i^ph  from  his  Lordship's  letter  of  the 
Uth  of  July,  to  show  the  danger  we  were  in  of 
losing  more  than  the  treaty  gave  (by  the  British 
finding  out  our  secret)  if  we  did  not  immediatdj 
ratify  it.  I  read  the  same,  -for  the  purpose  ol  diow- 
ing  that  the  British  minister  knew  oar  secret  before 
we  knew  it  ourselves !    This  is  his  paragn^* 

"My  in«p«ction  of  these  omiw,  and  my  exmrniaaiion  of  the 
documents,  lead  me  lo  a  very  strong  coovicUoo  tbmt  Um  U^ 
lands  contemplated  by  ihe  negotiators  of  the  tr^y  w«r»  Uta 
only  highlands  then  ffnown  to  them  at  the  bead  of  thaPcMefr> 
acoty  Kennebect  and  the  rivers  «oes<  of  the  SL  Croix;  and  lim 
they  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north  line  from  the  Sl 
Croix  would  strike  them;  and,  if  it  were  not  my  wish  taabon^ 
this  discussion,  1  believe  a  veij  good  aiguoaenc  might  be  diavi 
from  the  words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  of  this.  In  the  negoia' 
tions  with  Mr.  Livingjtfon,  and  afterward  wiih  Mr.  McLane,  (bia 
view  seemed  to  prerail;  and,  as  you  are  aware,  iliere  were 
proposals  lo  search  for  these  hignlanda  to  the  wa«,  where 
alone  1  beliere  they  will  be  found  to  aoawer  perfectly  the  de- 
scripttoo  of  the  treat  r.  If  this  question  should  unfarttauit^ 
go  to  a  further  reference^  I  should  by  no  meams  dstpoir  of 
jlnding^oTne  eonftmuUionqfthis  view  of  the  case," 

Here  we  have  the  new  discovered  line  shadowed 
forth  for  us,  along  the  heads  of  the  Penobscot  and 
the  Kennebec,  and  west  of  the  St.  Croix,  as  marked 
in  the  secret  map  from  Paris,  and  the  public  oae 
from  our  library,  with  the  expression  oi  the  opin- 
ion that  it  will  answer  perfectly  the  description  of 
the.  treaty;  with  the  significant  declaration  that  his 
Lordship  will  not  despair  of  finding  some  con/LrmO' 
lion  oT his  opinion,  if  the  question  goes  to  farther 
reference.  I  submit  this  paragraph  as  evidence 
that  his  Lordship  had  filready  found  Mr.  Sparks's 
discoveries,  and  placed  as  little  value  upon  them 
as  I  do,  and  has  only  given  these  hints  to  assist  at 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Ailer  this,  what  arc 
we  to  think  of  the  private  exhibitions  of  this  Paris 
discovery  to  Senators,  before  it  was  given  to  the 
Senate'}  What  must  we  think  of  the  invocatioiLs 
to  secrecy  with  which  it  was  communicated  to  uisl 
What  must  we  think  of  such  a  mode  of  operaiin^ 
upon  the  Senate?  And,  above  all,  what  must  we 
think  of  the  treaty  which,  in  the  opinion  ol-  its  ne- 
gotiator, requires  a  resort  to  such  contrivances  to 
procure  its  ratification? 

I  have  finished  mv  view  of  thistreatr,  for  what  it  cooiaiH, 
and  will  not  recapitulate  anything.  I  nikl  the  treaty  <4ijeciwa' 
able  in  every  point  of  view,  for  what  itcontaina--lbr  wfaaiii 
omits — for  the  manner  of  making  it — and  the  manner  ofmttkiog 
i IS  ratification.  Apniauee  la  bestowed  upon  it  That  ia  a  maBcr 
of  course  with  all  things  done  by  any  GovemmeoL  Blot,  to  any 
one  who  knows  the  exertions  made  by  theBriiiA  eeranmu^ 
to  procure  our  assent  tu  the  award,  it  must  be  known  that  twA 
a  treaty  as  this  might  have  been  made  on  any  day  by  mail. 
Buch  a  paper  as  that  marked  B,  and  identified  by  the  a^natvc 
of  our  Secretary,  and  by  him  comroonicated  to  the  Maine  coei* 
missioners, — such  a  paper  as  that,  transmtued  bv  mail  to  Latw 
don,  wouid  have  bad  its  response  by  .return  mail,  accapcSi^  & 
in  toto,  and  sending  us  as  much  money  into  the  bargain,  if  «e 
had  asked  it,  as  would  have  paid  oar  new  pnbllc  debt  man 
times  over.  The  cry  of  wariu  raised,  )f  the  treaty  is  oocrao- 
fied.    The  British  wore  not  going  to  war,  becaoae  we  woaU  Ki 

SIve  them  double  as  much  as  they  were  anxiooa  to  raoeive  iq> 
tsr  the  award.  That  much  they  intended  to  have,  if  It  caold  be 
S»t;  and  for  that  they  intended  to  bully  up  to  the  point  of  botAf 
elightad  match  over  the  loaded  and  primed  cannon.  Wberfatr 
they  touched  the  match,  would  depend  up<tt  our  counteoaooe— 
the  war  oontenance  of  our  Governmenu  This  I  always  toU 
the  Senator  from  Maine  [looking  at  Mr.  Willijuss  )  I  made 
no  speeches  when  such  brave  ones  were  uttered  on  tMs  floor, 
but  I  constantly  told  him  that  Maine  was  io  danger !  and  if  an* 
thing  saved  her,  it  would  l>e  the  war  countenance  of  db 
American  Government.  [Mr.  Willulmb  nodded  mmi^] 
Unhappily,  they  have  found  a  time  when  our 


>io  war  countenance  to  show !  when  a  peace  ombus am  hm  ben 
sufficient  to  frighten  our  admhiistraiionont  of  doublMs  Brack 
as  the  British  asked  in  Jackson's  and  Van  Buren*a  tirael  The 
refusal  tn  make  this  treaty  would  have  brought  no  war;  its  no- 
fication  will  bring  war  in  the  run  of  time.  There  are  uneettkd 
sal:»jects,  which  cannot  be  settled  with  honor  w  aalbty  afls  tte 
ratification  of  this  treaty.  Contempt  la  now  our  portion  fno. 
the  British.  Iler  present  success  will  increaee  ber  aodadty. 
The  Columbia  will  be  now  considered  hers;  imprevoBeat  wut 
be  revived  when  it  suits  her,  liberation  of  slaves  in  Gn^aaad 
iho  West  Indies  wilJ  go  on;  the  affair  of  Schloaitr  wfll  be  re- 
peated  as  often  as  it  pleaaes  the  colonial  autboriclesu  IVIiMir 
dafened  subjects  are  now  Incapable  of  being  settled,  anBaptoe 
terms  to  which  war— the  moat  vxagpemea  war — ^wlO  be  pic* 
ferable.  1  look  upon  the  ratification  of  tbla  traatr  as  a  nhm* 
iiy  to  the  country;  still  T  am  not  insensible  to  the  onlan^ 
ment  of  Senators  who  yield  it  a  reluetant  aaMOt.  Thnraipea 
nothing  bouer.  A/ler  the  manner  in  which  our  claimhMMB 
weakened,  and  the  British  airengthened,  liy  tbeoooduttofoir 
Secretary— by  his  surrender  of  110  railea  oa  lUa  side  As 
awarded  line— by  his  SSOO.OOO  for  Reuoe'aFofmi  anLakavaaS, 
by  his  arraying  the  authority  of  Dr.  Frinklio  asyn^  a«  le  5 
whole  extent  of  the  British  claim  down  to Sr^iofaReb— 
after  this,  they  expect  nothing  bettei  Umn  wa  ham  got,  aodan 
ready  to  close  a  bad  bargain  for  fear  ft  becomea  wooe^  Itn 
yield  reluetantly;  and  every  patriot  bosom  fo  Maine  irfjfM 
sachusetis  must  now  repent  the  n^jecioua  oC  Ub  avaM  mA 
hold  the  man  lo  account  who,  rejeeilnc  It,  bvaifib  a  txmnm 
much  worse.  •    '  ' 
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I  proceed  to  the  omitted  subjects;  and  here  the  ob- 
jections to  the  treaty  are  fally  as  great  for  what  it 
otdits  as  for  what  it  contains.  The  special  mtssion 
came  irloriously  heralded  as  a  missioQ  of  peace— 
to  settle  ererything;  and  to  give  a  new  point  of  de- 
parture to  the  inhabitants  ot  two  great  countries  in 
the  walks  of  social,  commercial,  and  political  in- 
tercourse. It  has  only  settled  pari;  leaving  four 
subjects  out  of  seven  to  be  pursued  at  London,  with 
vastly  diminished  prospects  of  success;  and  pro- 
ducing all  the  effect  or  a  separate  treaty  with  a 
part  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  at  the  moment 
when  British  legislation  had  given  a  separate  trade, 
and  virtually  a  free  trade,  to  this  same  part,  in  the 
great  staples  ol  grain  and  provisions.  The  mis- 
sion of  peace  has  given  a  separate  peace  to  the 
Northern  States:  the  new  com  law  has  given  them  a 
separate  trade;  and  the  American  citizen  is  very 
dilTerenlly  constituted  from  what  I  am,  who  can 
believe  these  coincidences  to  be  ^he  effect  of  acci- 
dent, or  a  cause  for  joy  in  the  American  Union. 

The  omitted  or  pretermitted  subjects  are  four: 
the  Columbia  river — impressment^the  outrage  on 
the  Caroline — and  the  liberation  of'  American 
slaves,  carried  by  violence  or  misfortune  into  the 
British  West  India  islands,  or  enticed  into  Can- 
ada. Of  these,  1  begin  with  the  Columbia,  be- 
cause equal  in  importance  to  any,  and,  from  po- 
siiion,  more  particularly  demanding  ray  attention. 
The  country  on  ihfe  great  river  is  ours:  diplomacy 
has  endangered  its  title:  the  British  have  the  pos- 
session, and  have  repulsed  us  from  the  wiiole  ex- 
tent of  its  northern  shore,  and  from  all  the  fur 
region  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  up  into  all  the* 
▼alleys  find  gorges  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Our 
citizens  are  oeginning  to  go  there:  and  the  seeds 
of  national  contestation  between  tne  British  and 
Americans  are  deeply  and  ihickly  sown  in  that 
quarter.  From  the  moment  that  we  discovered  it, 
Great  Britain  has  claimed  this  country;  and  for  thirty 
years  past  this  claim  has  been  a  point  of  contested 
and  deferred  diplomacy,  in  which  every  step  taken 
has  been  a  step  for  the  benefit  of  her  claim,  and  for 
the  injury  of  ours.  The  germe  of  a  war  lies  there: 
and  this  mission  of  peace  should  have  eradicaxea 
that  germe.  On  the  contrary,  it  does  not  notice  it! 
Neither  the  treaty  nor  the  correspondence  names 
or  notices  itl  and  if  it  were  not  for  a  meagre  and 
stinted  paragraph  in  the  President's  message,  com- 
fnunicating  and  recommending  the  treaty,  we 
should  not  know  that  the  name  of  the  Oregon  had 
occurred  to  the  negotiators.  That  paragraph  is  in 
these  words: 

"After  sundry  informal  communicatioos  with  the  Btitish 
minifler  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  two  countries  to 
territory  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  so  little  prot>ability 
was  found  to  exist  of  coming  to  any  agreement  on  that  subject 
at  present,  that  it  was  not  thooffht  expedient  to  make  it  one  of 
the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation,  to  be  er.teied  upon  between 
tills  GoTernment  and  the  British  noinisier,  as  pan  of  hia  du* 
ties  under  his  special  mission." 

This  is  all  that  appears  in  relation  to  a  disputed 
coantry,  equal  in  extent  to  the  Atlantic  portion  of 
the  old  thirteen  United  States;  superior  to  them  in 
climate,  soil^  and  confi^ration;  adjacent  to  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi;  fronting  Asia;  holding 
the  key  to  the  North  Pacific  ocean;  the  only  coun- 
inr  fit  for  colonization  on  the  extended  coast  of 
Northwest  America;  a  country  which  belongs  to 
the  United  States  by  a  title  as  clear  as  their  title 
to  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  during  Mr.  Monroe's  administration, 
declared  to  be  occluded  again^  European  coloniza- 
tion; which  Great,  Britain  is  now  colonizing;  and 
the  liile  to  which  has  been  a  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  for  thirty  years.  This  is  all  that  is  heard 
of  such  a  country,  and  such  a  dispute,  in  this  mis- 
sion of  peace,  which  was  to  settle  everything.  To 
supply  this  omission,  and  to  erect  some  barrier 
agamst  the  dangers  of  improvident,  indifferent, 
ignorai)t,  or  treacnerous  diplomacy  in  future  nego- 
tiations in  relation  to  this  great  country,  it  is  my 
purpose  at  present  to  state  our  title  to  it;  and,  in 
doing  so,  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  the  British  preten- 
sions; and. thus. to  leave  in  the  bosom  of  the  Senate, 
and  on  the  page  of  our  legislative  history,  the 
faithful  evidences  of  our  right,  and  which  shall 
attest  our  title  to  all  succeeding  generations. 

Our  title  to  this  great  adjunct  domain  rests  upon 
eight  points,  almost  any  one  of  which  is  sufficient 
io  vindicate  it.    They  are : 

1.  The  discovery  of  the  Columbia  river,  at  its 
fuouthyin  1790,  by  Captain  Gray  of  Boston:  and  the 
imposition  of  the  American  name  of  his  ship  upon 
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country,  and  a  name  which  attested  its  pos3es- 
sion  and  sovereignty. 

2.  The  discovery  of  the  same  river,  at  its  head, 
and  thence  to  its  mouth  in  the  ocean,  by  Lewis  ana 
Clarke,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  years  1804-6. 

3.  The  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in 
18U,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Astor,  of  New 
York,  a  citizen  of  tne  United  States,  and  whose 
settlement  enured  to  the  benefit  of  his  country. 

4.  The  treaty  of  1803  with  the  French  republic; 
by  which  the  United  States  acquired  Louisiana, 
an.l  with  it  an  open  question  of  boundaries  to  the 
northwest. 

5.  Tbe'treat^of  1819  with  the  Kinr  of  Spain; 
by  which  the  United  States  acquired  all  the  rights 
of  Spain  to  the  country  north  of  42  degrees  beyond 
the  Kockyjmountains. 

.  6.  The  Nootka  Sound  contest,  in  1790,  between 
Great  Britain  and,  Spain,  and  the  treaty  growing 
out  of  it;  by  which  Spain  vindicated  her  tiile 
against  the  British  as  rar  north  as  the  latitude  of 
that  sound,  in  50  degrees. 

7.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1714,  between  Prance 
and  England;  by  which  the  boundaries  between 
the  French  and  British  were  settled  in  North 
America;  and  this  settlement  becoming  ours,  as 
successors  to  the  French  in  that  part  of  her  do- 
minions. 

8.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  in  1814;  by  which  Great 
Britain  restor^  Astoria  to  the  United  States  as  an 
American  possession. 

By  these  several  titles,  the  United  Slates  have 
collected  into  their  own  hands  all  the  rights  de- 
rived from  first  discovery,  and  fVom  first  settle- 
ment, reinforced  by  all  tne  claims  of  France  and 
Spain.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss,  but  merely 
to  state  these  titles.  The  facts  on  .which  they  rest 
are  generajly  known  to  the  country,  except  so  far 
as  they  are  derivable  from  the  Nootka  Sound  and 
Utrecht  treaties;  and  on  these  two  points  I  feel 
called  upon  to  make  the  statements,  and  to  give 
the  elucidations,  which  manifest  their  application 
to  our  question  of  title. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  France  and 
England,  as  all  the  world  knows,  was  the  treaty 
which  put  an  end  to  the  wars  of  Ctueen  Anne, 
and  Louis  the  14th,  and  settled  their  differences  in 
America  as  well  as  in  Europe.  Both  England  and 
France  were  at  that  time  large  territorial  posses- 
sors in  North  America — the  fStglish  holding  Hud- 
son's Bay  and  New  Britain,  beyond  Canada,  and 
her  Atlantic  colonies  on  this  sideof  it;  and  France 
holding  Canada  and  Louisiana.  These  were  vast 
possessions,  with  unfixed  boundaries.  The  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  provided  for  fixing 
these  boundaries.  Under  this  article,  British  and 
French  commissioners  were  appointed  to  define 
the  possessions  of  the  two  nations;  and  by  these 
commissaries  two  great  points  were  fixed,  (not  to 
speak  of  others,)  which  have  become  landmarks 
in  the  definition  of  boundaries  in  North  America, 
namely:  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  49th 
parallel  of  north  latitude  west  of  that  lake.  These 
two  points  were  established  above  a  century  and 
a  quarter  ago,  as  dividing  the  French  and  British 
dominions  in  that  quarter.  As  successful  rebels, 
we  acquired  one  of  these  points  at  the  end  of  the 
Revolution.  The  treaty  of  independence  of  1783 
save  us  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  as  a  landmark  in 
tne  (then)  northwest  corner  of  the  Unions  As 
successors  to  the  French  in  the  ownership  of 
Louisiana,  we  acquired  the  other,  the  treaty  of 
1803  having  givcD  us  that  province  as  France  and 
Spain  had  held  it;  and  that  was,  on  the  north,  by  the 
parallel  of  49  degrees.  Beginning  in  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  our  northern  Louisiana  boundary  fol- 
lowed the  49th  parallel  to  the  west.  How  lar^  is 
now  the  important  ouestion;  and  1  repeat  the 
words  of  tke  report  or  the  commissaries,  accepted 
by  their  respective  nations,  when  I  answer — 
"INDEFINITELY !"  I  quote  the  words  of  the  re- 
port when  I  answer,  (omitting  all  the  previous 
parts  of  the  line,)  "to  the  UUilude  of  49  des^rees 
narlh  of  the  equator  ^  tmd  along  that  parallel  tn^ 
definUfly  io  the  west."  TA  Senator  asked  where 
all  this  was  found.]  Mr.  Bknton.  I  find  it  in 
the  state  papers  of  France  and  England  above  ^n 
hundred  years  ago',  and  in  those  of  the  United 
States  since'  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  I  quote 
now  from  Mr.  Madison's  instructions,  when  Sec-, 
retary  of  Static  under  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1804,  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  then  our  minister  in  London;  and 
given  to  him  to  fortify  him  in  his  defence  of  our 
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port of  the  commissaries  is  the  word  "indefi^. 
nUely;"  and  that  word  it  wai  the  object  of  the 
British  to  expunge,  from  the  moment,  that  we 
discovered  the  Columbia,  and  acquired  Loni- 
siana---events  which  were  oT  the  same  era  hi , 
our  history,  and  almost  cotemporaneous.  In  the ' 
negotiations  with  Mr.  Monroe,  (which  ended  in  a 
treaty,  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson  without  communi- 
cation to  the  Senate,)  the  effort  was  to  limit  the 
line,  and  to  terminate  it  at  the  Roc^  mountains; 
well  knowing  that  if  this  line  was  suffered  to  con- 
tinue indefinitely  to  the  west,  it  would  deprive  them 
of  all  they  wanted;  for  it  would  strike  the  ocean 
three  degrees  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia* 
Without  giving  us  what  we  were  entitled  to  by  the 
right  of  discoveries,  and  as  successors  to  Spain,  it  * 
would  still  take  from  Great  Britain  all  that  she 
wanted — which  was  the  mouth  of  the  river,  its  har- 
bor, the  position  which  commanded  it,  and  its  right 
bank,  in  the  rich  and  timWred  region  of  tide-watert 
The  line  on  the  49th  parallel  would  cut  her  off 
from  all  these  advantages;  and,  therefore,  to  muti- 
late that  line,  and  stop  it  at  the  Rocky  mountains, 
immediately  became  her  inexorable  policy.  At 
Ghent,  in  1814,  the  effort  was  renewed.  The  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  agree;  and  nothing  was  done.  At 
London,  in  1818,  the  effort  was  successful;  and  in 
the  convention  then  signed  in  that  city,  the  line  of 
the .  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  stopped  at  the  Rocky 
mountains.  The  country  on  the  Columbia  was 
laid  open  for  ten  years  to  the  joint  occupation  of 
the  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  powers;  and,  af- 
terwards, by  a  renewed  convention  at  London,  this 
joint  occupation  was  renewed  indefinitely,  and  un- 
til one  of  the  parties  should  give  notice  for  its  ter- 
mination. It  is  under  this  privilege  of  joint  occu- 
pation that  Great  Britain  has  taken  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  fVom  its  head 
to  its  mouth,  and  also  exclusive  possession  of  the 
fur-trade  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  into  the  heart 
of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Mr.  friend  and  colleague 
[Mr.  Linn]  has  submitted  a  motion  to  require  the 
President  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  the  ter- 
mination of  this  convention — a  convention  so  un- 
equal in  its  operation,  from  the  inequality  of  title 
between  the  two  parties,  and  from  the  organized 
power  of  the  British  in  that  quarter,  under  the 
powerful  direction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Fur  Coub- 
pany.  Thus  our  title  as  far  as  latitude  49,  so 
valid  under  the  single  guaranty  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  without  looking  to  other  sources,  has 
been  jeoparded  by  this  imprevidcnt  convention;  and 
the  longer  it  stands,  the  wor.^  it  is  for  us.  The 
article  is  in  these  words: 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may  lie  claimed  Inr  either 

Saity  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Aroertca,  wetnwara  of  the 
tony  mountains,  shall,  together  with  Its  liarbors,  l>ays,  and 
creeks,  and  tlie  navigation  orall  river?  wittiin  ttie  same,  tie  Aree 
aad  open  for  ilie  lerm  often  years  from  the  date  of  the  Bigoatars 
of  ihb  convention,  to  the  vessels,  dtiEens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  powers;  it  being  well  undenitood  that  this  agreement  is  not 
to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  said  coun< 
try;  nor  shall  it  l>e  talcen  to  afTect  the  claims  of  any  other  power 
or  dtaie  to  an^  part  of  the  said  country;  the  only  object  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent  dhh 
putes  and  differences  amongst  themselves."    I  AJt-ncLS  iii.  ] 

The  faults  of  this  article  are  three,  namely : 
1.  In  assuming  that  there  were  divers  harborv, 
bays,  creeks,  and  navigable  rivers  west  of  the 
Rocky  roountains7  some  belonging  to  the  United 
,  States,  and  some  to  Great  Britain;  and  that  mu« 
tuality  of  benefits  was  conferred  by  giving  to  each 
party  access  to  these  waters  of  the  other.  Even  if 
such  different  ownerships  of  different  waters  had 
existed  in  tl^at  quarter,  it  would  have  been  the  ready 
way  to  generate  disputes,  instead  of  preventing 
them,  to  throw  open  the  gates  of  each  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  other.  But  there  was  no  such  sepa- 
rate and  respective  ownership.  There  was  but  one 
owner  of  iKtys,  harbors,  creeks,  and  navigable  riv- 
ers in  that  quarter:  and  that  owner  was  the  Uni- 
ted States;  anid  its  ownership  only  applied  to  one 
harbor,  one  bay,  one  creek,  and  one  navigable  riv- 
er in  that  quarter;  and  all  these  four  descriptions  of 
waters  resolved  themselves  into  one  single  strean& 
and  its  estuary— the  Columbia  river.  This  was 
perfectly  well  known  at  the  time— the  navigator, 
Vancouver,  and  the  fur-trader.  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Kenzie,  having  both  finished  their  explorations,  and 
reported  the  Columbia  river  to  be  the  only  navi^- 
ble  stream  in  all  that  coastf  and  the  Harbor  at  its 
mouth  as  being  the  only  one  that  communicated 
with  the  interior  of  the  continent.  The- British, 
then,  by  the  terms  of  the  convention,  got  possessiea 
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lifLrbor  nor  river  for  us  to  possess;  and  ihus  a  treaty 
equal  and  fair  in  iis  terms,  became  unequal  and  un- 
fair la  its  operation. 

2.  Thesecoud  fault  of,  the  treaty  was  in  admit- 
ting an  organized  and  powerful  portion  of  the  Brit- 
ish people  to  come  into  possession  of  our  territo- 
iies  jointly  with  individual  and  disconnected  pos* 
sessors  on  our  part.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
held  dominion  there  on  the  north  of  our  territories. 
They  were  powerful  in  themselves,  perfectly  or- 
ganized, protected  by  their  Government,  united 
with  it  in  policy,  and  controlling  all  the  Indians 
from  Canada  and  the  RocKy  mountains  out  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  north  to  Baffin's  Bay.  This 
company  was  admitted,  by  the  convention  of  1818, 
to  a  joint  possession  with  us  of  all  our  territories  on 
the  Columbia  river.  The  effect  was  soon  seen. 
Their  joint  possession  immediately  becatbe  ex- 
clusive on  the  north  bask -of  the  rivet.  Our  fur- 
traders  were  all  driven  ftom  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains;  then  driven  out  of  the  mountains; 
more  than  a  thousand  of  them  killed :  forts  were 
built;  a  chain  of  posts  established  to  communicate 
with  Canada  and  Hudson's  Bay;  settlers  intro- 
duced; a  colony  planted;  firm  possession  acquired; 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  ten  years  when  the  joint 
possession  was  to  cease,  the  intrusive  possessors, 
protected  by  their  Government,  refused  to  go— be- 

Sm  to  set  up  title— and  obtained  a  renewal  of 
e  convention,  without  limit  of  time,  and  until 
they  shall  receive  notice  to  quit.  This  renewed 
.  convention  was  made  in  1828;  and,  instead  of 
joint  Doesession  with  us  for  ten  years,  while  we 
should  have  joint  possession  with  them  of  their 
rivers,  bays,  creeks,  and  harbors*  for  the  same  time 
— instead  of  this,  they  have  had  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  our  territory,  our  river,  our  harbor,  and 
,  our  creeks  and  inlets,  for  above  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. They  are  establishing  themselves  as  in  a 
permanent  possession— making  the  fort  Vancouver, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Multnomah  and  Columbia, 
in  tide  water,  the  seat  of  their  power  and  opera- 
tions.* The  notice  required  never  will  be  given 
vhile  the  present  Administration  is  in  power;  nor 
obeved  when  given,  unless  men  are  in  power  who 
will  protect  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  their  coun- 
try. The  fttte  of  Maine  has  doubled  the  dangers 
of  the  Columbia,  and  nearly  placed  us  in  a  posi- 
tion to  choose  between  WAR  and  INFAMY,  in 
rebition  to  that  river. 

3.  The  third  great  fauUof  the  conveutioh  Was, 
in  admitting  a  claim  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
any  portion  of  these  territories.  Before  that  conven- 
tion, she  stated  no  claim;  but  asked  a  favor— the 
iavor  of  joint  possession  for  ten  years:  now  she  sets 
Bp  title.  That  title  is  backed  by  possession.  Pos- 
session among  nations,  as  well  (^  among  individ- 
uals, is  eleven  points  out  of  twelve;  and  the  bold 
policy  of  Great  Britain  well  knows  how  to  avail 
Itself  of  these  eleven  points.  The  Madawaska 
settlement  has  read  us  a  lesson  on  that  head',  and  the 
success  there  must  lead  to  still  greater  boldness  else- 
"where.  The  London  convention  of  1818  is  to  the 
Columbia,  what  the  Ghent  treaty  of  J  814  was^  to 
Maine;  that  is  to  say.  the  first  false  step  it)  a  ^ame 
in  which  we  furnish  the  whole  stakc^  abd  then 
pUy  for  iL    In  Maine  the  game  is  Up.    The  bold 

•  — — '    ■■  ■  — . 

*  ^*Ttili  fort  ia  on  the  noith  side  of  the  Columbia,  nearly  op. 
poeiie  the  month  of  the  Multnomah,  in  the  ref  ion  of  tide> water, 
an  1  near  the  head  of  ship  navigation.  It  it  a  graad  position,  both 
In  a  mHHary  and  commercial  point  of  view,  thd  formed  to  com. 
mand  the  whole  region  watered  by  th«  Colombia  and  its  tiibu- 
uries.  The  surrounding  country,  both  m  climate  and  toil,  is 
capable  of  sustaining  a  large  population:  and  its  reeourcee  in 
umber  ^ve  ample  facilities  for  ehip^buildlng.  This  post  is  for- 
Ufied  With  cannon;  and,  having  been  selected  a»  the  principal 
or  roaster  position,  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  streAgUien  and 
Improve  It.  ror  this  porpose,  the  old  pout  near  Uie  month  of 
the  river  ha«  been  abandoned.  About  iflO  acres  of  ground  are 
In  cuIUvaUon;  and  the  product  in  Wheat,  barley,  oats,  com,  po- 
tetoea.  and  oUier  vegetables,  Is  equal  to  what  is  known  in  the 
beet  parts  of  the  Uuitod  States.  DoraesUe  animals  are  nume^ 
ous«-tbe  homed  cattle  having  been  suted  to  me  st  300:  hoca, 
norscf,  sheep.aDd  goats,  in  proporfion;  also, the  usual  domestic 
fowl*;  «verything.  in  fact,  indicating  a  permanent  einablish: 
meni.  tsiiip-boiidlng  has  commenced  at  this  plaee.  One  ves. 
eel  has  been  bui|t  and  rigged,  sent  to  sea,  and  employed  in  the 
trade  of  the  Paafic  ocean.  I  also  met  a  gentleman,  on  my  way 
to  Lake  Wiuplpec,  at  the  portafe  between  the  Columbia  an-l 

•1.  **Hf^  ^**"  ^"  ^  ***•  ^^f  '"^  Hudeon's  Bay  to  Fort  Co|. 
villa,  with  a  master  sbip-caf  penter,  and  who  was  destined  for 
*^"  Ki  w '^'*^*'"»  £*'  '*»•  purpose  of  building  a  ship  of  coosid. 
nrable  burden.    Both  grist  and  saw  mills  have  been  boilt  at 

"ilJli*P"*1T^-  ^'^**  *«  '^'^^  **»«7  "■''  ^«  tin»»»r  which  is 
"^*!vi  Jr*^*"  ***"*  "••»  •"**  ■'•®  ^^  exportation  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands;  upon  the  former,  iheir  wheat  Is  manufactured  In- 
to flour.  And,  from  all  ibat  I  could  learn,  this  important  no#t 
I*  •ilonity  grnwi;tf;  up  into  a  colony;  and  i*,  perhaps,  iniended 
as  a  lutur«  military  and  navnl  atatinn,  whirh  was  not  exi>ect^i! 
to  be  delivered  up  at  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  which  gr»nte«i 
them  a  temporary  and  joint  poseesskui."— itfojor  FiUJur*s  re- 
awr<  ffl  tftt  »5cre(ory  ^  Wm-t  Och  1880.  ^^ 


hand  of  Qreat  Britain  has  clutched  the  stake;  and 
nothing  bat  the  courage  of  otir  people  will  save  the 
Columbia  from  the  same  catastropne. 

I  proceed  with  more  satisfaction  to  our  title  under 
the  Nooika  Sound  treaty,  and  can  state  it  ih  a  few 
words.  All  the  world  knows  the  commption  which 
was  excited  in  1790  by  the  Nootka  Sound  contro> 
versy  between  Qreat  Britain  and  Spain.    It  was  a 
case  in  which  the  bullying  of  England  and  thecour- 
ag|e  of  Spain  were  both  tried  to  the  ne  plus  ultra 
point,  and  in  which  S^nish  courage  gained  the 
victory.     Of  course,  the  British  writers  relate  the 
story  m  their  own  way;  btlt  the  debates  of  the  Par- 
liament, and  th«  terms  of  the  treaty  in  which  all 
ended)  show  things  as  they  were.     The  British, 
presuming  on  the  voyages  of  Captain  Cook,  took 
possession  of  Nootka;  the  Spanish  viceroy  of  Mex- 
ico sent  a  force  to  fetch  tne  English  away,  and 
placed  them  in  the  fortress  of  Acapulco.     Pitt  de- 
muided  the  release  of  his  English,  their  restoration 
to  Nootka,  and  an  apoloffy  for  tne  insult  to  the 
British  Crown,  in  the  violation  of  its  territory  and 
the  persons  of  its  subjects;  the  Spaniard  refused  the 
release,  the  restoration,  and  the  apology,  on  the 
ground  that  Nootka  was  Spanish  territory,  and  that 
they  would  fight  for  its  possession.  Then  both  parties 
prepared  for  war.  The  preparations  fixed  the  atten- 
tion of  all  Europe.    Qreat  Britain  bullied  to  the 
point  of  holding  tne  match  over  the  touch-hole  of  the 
cannon;  but  the  Spaniards  remaining  firm,  she  re- 
laxed, and  entered  into  a  convention  which  abne* 
gated  her  claim.    She  accepted  from  the  Spaniards 
the  privilege  of  landing  and  building  huts  on  the 
unoccupied  parts  of  the  coast,  for  the  purpose  of 
fishinff  and  trading;  ^hd  while  this  acceptance  nul- 
lified her  claim,  yet  she  took  nothing  under  it— not 
eVBh  temporary  use—never   having  built  a  hut, 
erected  a  tent,  or  commenced  any  sort  of  settlement 
on  any  part  of  the  coast.  Mr.  Fox  keenly  reproach- 
ed Mr.  Pitt  with  the  terms  of  this  convention,  be- 
ing, as  he  showed,  a  limitation  instead  of  an  ac- 
quisition of  rights.  In  the  debates  upon  the  Nootka 
question,  he  said: 

'K)nr  right  befoi^  was  to  settle  in  any  part  of  the  Bouib  or 
Northwest  Coait  of  America  not  fortified  against  Us  by  previous 
occupancy;  and  we  were  now  restricted  to  settle  In  certain 
places  only,  and  uhdertertaln  reetrittions.  This  wasanim* 
I>ortant  concession  on  our  part.  Our  right  of  fishing  extended 
to  the  whole  ocean;  and  now  it.  toO|  was  1imite<^,  and  to  be  car* 
ried  bo  ifrlihln  certain  limits  of  the  Spanish  settJements.  Our 
right  of  making  settlements  was  not,  as  now,  a  right  to  build 
huts;  but  to  plant  colonies,  if  we  thought  proper." 

In  such  terms  did  Mr.  Fox  characterize  the 
Nootka  treaty,  and  rightly;  for  it  showed  that,  in 
1790,  the  British  had  no  rights  on  the  Northwest 
coast  of  America;  that  they  accepted  from  the 
Spaniards,  as  a  concession,  the  privilege  of  hunting 
and  fishing  on  that  coaat^-^-a  privilege  which  they 
did  not  even  Use.  It  Was  not  until  we  discovered 
the  Columbia,  that  she  renewed  a  claim  to  any  ter- 
ritory on  the  Northwest  coast;  and  though  foiled 
by  the  senile  monarchy  oi  Spain,  even  imder  the 
feeble  administration  of  Charles  the  IV  and  the 
favorite  Qodoy,  yet  she  expects  to  succeed  against 
cur  young  and  peace-loving  Republic. 

Nootka  is  in  latitude  50— being  four  degrees 
north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia:  and  to  that  de- 
gree did  Spain  a^<^:rt  ahd  maintain  her  title  against 
Qreat  Britain  in  1790.  But  that  was  not  the  extent  of 
her  assertion  of  that  right.  Against  the  British, 
she  assened  it  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast; 
against  the  Russians,  (the  only '  real  claimants, 
with  ourselves,  in  that  quarter,)  to  latitude  55. 
Thus,  as  derivmg  from  Spain,  our  title  is  good 
against  England  throughout  the  coast;  against  Rus- 
sia, to  latitude  55.  As  deriving  under  discoveries 
and  settlement,  it  is  good  against  all  the  world,  to 
the  extent  of  the  r^on  drained  by  the  waters  of 
the  Columbia  river.  We  discovered  the  river  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source,  took  possession  of  it  as  our 
territory,  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  have 
a  clear  and  valid  title  to  it. 

Our  title  is  clean  that  of  the  British  is  null.  She 
sets  up  none — that  is,  she  states  no  derivation  of 
title.  There  is  not  a  paper  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  in  which  a  British  mini.ster  has  stated  a  title, 
or  even  a  claim.  They  have  endeavored  to^btain 
the  country  by  the  arts  of  diplomacy;  but  never 
have  stated  a  titje,  and  never  can  state  one.  The 
fur-trader  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  prompted 
the  acQuisition,  gave  the  reason  for  it,  and  never 
jpretended  a  title.  His  own  discoveries  gave  no 
title.  They  were  subsequent  to  the  discovery  of 
Captain  Qray,  and  far  to  the  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia. He  never  saw  that  river.  He  missed  the 
head  sources  of  it,  fell  upap  the  TacoucAc  T^ssse.  t 
^d  struck  the-  Paofffc-tmr  latitude  500  miles  (by  | 


the  coast)  to  the  north  of  the  Columbia.  His  sa^ 
sequent  discoveries  Were  all  nptth  of  that  point 
He  was  lck)lring  Cbr  a  communication  with  the  sea^ 
for  a  river,  a  harbor,  and  a  place  for  a  c<Ho«y— 
within  the  dominions  of  Qreat  Britain;  and,  not 
finding  any,  he  boldly  recommended  his  Govern- 
ment to  seize  the  Columbia  river,  to  hold  it,  and 
to  expel  the  Americans  frbm  the  whole  country 
west  6t  the  Rocky  mountains.  This  is  what  he 
said.  I  quote  from  his  History  of  the  Pur-Trade: 
**The  Russians,  who  first  discorered  that  aloag  thecoaMef 
Asia  no  usclul  or  regular  narlgation  6jtist«d,  opooedaninisnsr 
communication  by  rivers,  dcc^  and  through  that  long  and  widi 
ex'ended  continent,  to  thestrailthateeparaiee  Asia  from  Aaeri- 
ca,  orer  which  they  passed  to  the  American  continent  Ok 
situation  is  at  length  In  some  degree  similar  to  (*|*''*Tr*°^ 
existence  of  a  practicable  passsge  by  sea,  and  the  exMsace  ^ 
one  through  the  continent,  are  clearly  proved;  aiMl  U  reqaiiei 
only  the  countenance  aAd  support  of  the  British  Ooveroniest 
to  increase,  In  a  very  ample  proportion,  this  national  advantage, 
and  secure  Uie  trade  of  that  country  to  its  anblrcia.  * 

•  ^        *  *    By  the  rivers  which  discfaane  thea>- 

selves  into  l!ud»on»8  Bay,  at  Port  Nelsoti,  it  is  uioposadto  cany 
on  the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  head  of  the  Saakttchiwiee 
river,  which  rises  in  the  Roclty  mountaioa,  not  elcbt  degices  of 
longitude  from  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Ck)lurobto  flowefi^ 
the  same  mounuiins,  and  discharges  itself  Into  the  Pacific  is 
north  lititude  4ft  degreee  21  Ininutes.  Both  of  them  arc  eaptliis 
of  receiving  ships  at  their  months,  and  are  navigable  throngfaoK 

ferboats.  ' •« 

whatever  course  may  beuken  from  the  Atlantic,  the  Cofoui. 
biafs  the  line  of  communication  from  the  Pacific oceaa,  poiot' 
edouiby  nature,  as  it  is  the  only  natigable  river  iff  the  wboli 
extent  of  VancotlTcr's  minute  survey  of  the  coast.   Itabtnki 
also  form  the  first  level  country  in  all  the  aouthem  extsBi  of  Coa- 
tinenul  coaai  from  Cookie  entry;  and,  coneequeotly,  tlie  mm 
northern  situation  suited  for  the  lesidence  of  a  civilised  peopls. 
By  opening  this  intercourse  between  the  Atlantic  and  Faofie 
ooeana,  and  forming  regular  establishments  through  the  ipian^ 
and  at  both  extremes,  as  well  as  along  tho  coasts  and  islaiA, 
the  entire  command  of  the  fuptrade  of  North  'America  migat 
be  obuined  from  latitude  46  to  the  pole,  except  that  poitknof 
it  which  the  Russiaiia  have  hi  the  Pacific    To  this  nay  bs 
added  the  fishing  in  both  seas,  and  the  markets  in  the  font  qaai- 
ters  of  the  globe.    Such  would  be  the  field  for  cammerdal  eo- 
terprise,  and  Incalculable  would  be  the  produce  of  H,  when  np- 
piirted  by  the  operations  of  that  credit  and  capital  which  Great 
Britain  so  eminently  possesses.    Then  woukl  tbb  coaottrbsgia 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  it  has  snstaloed  In  dlstova. 
ing  and  surveying  4he  (toast  of  the  Pacific  oCean,  wbibhisat 
preeent  left  to  Ainerican  idvbnturens  ♦ho.  Without  regutent* 
or  capital,  or  Uie  desire  of  conciliating  future  confidence,  look 
alu)geiherto  the  interests  of  the  moment.    Bach  adventann 
(and  many  of  them,  as  I  have  been  informed,  have  been  vm 
successful)  would  instaoUy  disappear  before  a  well-reguhtsd 

trade.  '  *      .  /  *  *  '  M«T 

poliUcal  reasons,  which  it  is  not  necessary  hers  to  eoamenie, 
must  present  themselves  to  the  miod  of  every  man  acquainted 
with  the  enlarged  system  and  capacities  of  Britiah  coniuwtce, 
in  support  of  the  measures  which  I  have  briefly  aagrosied  as 
promising  the  most  imporunt  advantages  to  tb«  trade  of  the 

United  Kingdom.  *  *      ,.    «,    •  _.*    ,  -    *        J 

Letthelineliegin  where  it  may  on  the  MiraissippUit  must  bs 
continued  west,  till  it  terminates  in  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  soiKh 
of  the  Colitmbia^ver.*' 

This  was  the  recommendation  of  Sir  A.  McEed- 
zie;  and,  upon  this  recommendatioh,  and  predselr 
for  the  reasons,  commercial  and  political,  whica 
he  gave,  Qreat  Britain  has  gone  to  work  to  wrench 
it  from  us.  And  here  let  us  trace  her  pretension; 
(for  title  or  claim  it  cannot  be  called;)  let  us  trace 
this  pretension,  and  mark  its  exact  parallel  to  the 
movement  upon  Maine.  It  was  in  London,  ia 
1818,  that  the  British  Government  first  discovered 
iUf  disposiiion  to  obtain  this  couhtry..  The  riw, 
and  the  harbor  at  its  mouth,  were  what  they  wanted: 
and,  as  the  north  bank  would  give  them  the  com- 
mand of  the  .whole,  they  generously  offered  w  di- 
vide by  the  river:  they  taking  the  north  half,  we 
the  south.  As  this  was  the  commencement  of  their 
pretension,  it  will  be  ri^bt  to  give  them  the  beneit 
of  their  oWn  words.  This  we  can  do  authentically; 
for,  in  thos^  days,  protocols  ^^ere  kept:  and  tte 
American  commissioners  (Messrs.  Gallatin  uA 
Rush)  thus  report  the  pretensions  of  Qreat  Britain 
through  her  commissioners,  (Messrs.  Robinson  and 
Qoulbume: 

**That  former  voyages,  and  principally  that  of  Gapt.  Oook. 
gave  to  Great  Britab  the  rifhts  derived  ftom  tuscweii; 
and  they  alluded  to  purchaaeo  from  the  natives  sooth  of  tia 
Columbia  river,  which  they  alleged  to  have  been  made  prior  M 
the  American  Revolution.  They  dM  not  make  any  fersiBl 
propostUon  form  boundary;  but  intimated  that  tha  rtrar  iisitf 
was  the  moot  convenient  that  could  be  adopted;  and  that  ih^ 
would  not  agree  to  any  which  did  not  give  them  tlie  harUr  U 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  common  with  the  United  Scaias." 

This  was  the  state  of  the  pretensibn  in  Londoa, 
in  1818:  in  Washington,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
quite  different;  but  just  about  as  strong.    It  so  hap- 

Kaed  that,  while  the  convention  was  in  progress  m 
mdon,  the  Qovemment  of  the  Unitea  &tes  it 
Washington  was  fitting  out  a  vessel,  and  despatch- 
ing an  agent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  to 
receive  the  possession  of  Astoria,  deliverable  under 
the  Qhent  treaty.  Mr.  Bagot  was  then  British  min- 
ister at  Washington;  and,  on  being  applied  to  !br  a 
leuer  of  instructions  4o4beoffiocr  ii\  coroatand  at 
Astoria--ihe  name  changed  l^  tba  Br|ti^  (o  i|it  gf 
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Fort  Gfeorge-^he  declined  to  give  it;  claimed  the 
counlry  a$  British  property;  and,  being  ignorant  of 
the  srroonds  of  claim  set  up  in  Ltondon— namely, 
Cook's  voyages,  and  Indian  sales  before  the  Revo- 
lution—he  took  position  on  three  other  grounds; 
namely,  under*ihe  Nootka  tr6aiy,  McKenzie's  dis- 
coveries, and  as  a  conquest  during  the  war.  And 
upon  these  pretensions  the  British  claim  has  rested, 
until  possession  has  made  them  bold  enough  to  ex- 
clude it  from  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  peace-mission  re- 
fused us  peace  on  that  point.  The  President  tells 
us  that  there  is  "tw  probabilily  of  coming  to  amj 
agreemeiU  at  present .'"  Then  when  can  iSe  agree- 
ment be  madel  If  refused  now,  when  is  it  to  cornel 
Never,  until  we  show  that  we  prefer  war  to  ignomin- 
ious peace. 

I  do  not  comment  on  these  pretensions.  They 
are  too  empty,  and  too  coptradiclory,  for  remark — 
Cook's  discoveries — Indian  sales  before  the  Revolu- 
tion— the  Nootka  sound  treaty — McKenzie's  re- 
searches— the  ccmquest  durJng  the  war!  W  hy,  sir, 
Cook  never  saw  that  coast;  the  country  belonged  to 
the  Spaniards  before  the  Revolution;  Nootka  sound 
was  a  Spemish  triumph;  McKenzie  struck  the  ocean 
500  miles  to  the  north;  and  the  war  conquest  was 
on  a  level  with  the  conquest  of  Castipe  and  De- 
troit No,  sir,  no.  Great  Britain  relies  on  her 
own  audacity,  and  on  our  mercantile  love  of  peace. 
Her  title  is  her  itill  and  her  arinsi  and  hence- 
forth shew  ill  not  deign  to  name  any  other.  Hav^ 
ing  got  from,  us  all  she  wanted;  having  got  ibe 
strong  military  frontier  which  covers  (Quebec  and 
commands  Maine;  and  having  conciliaied  all  the 
Northern  States  by  surrenders  of  territory,  and  a 
fre<  trade  in  grain  and  provisions;— having  done  all 
this,  she  is  ready  to  put  the  West,  and  the  South 
also,  at  defiance !  and  trust  to  her  arms  and  au- 
dacity to  supply  the  place  of  negotiation. 

This  is  the  British  title  to  the  Columbia,  and  the 
only  one  that  she  wants  for  anything.  It  suits  her 
to  have  that  river :  it  is  her  interest  to  have  it :  it 
strengthens  her,  and  weakens  others,  for  her  to 
have  it;  and,  therefore,  have  it  she  will.  This  is 
her  title,  and  this  her  argument.  Upon  l|iis  title 
and  argument,  she  gets  a  slice  from  Maine,  and 
gains  the  mountain  barrier  which  covers  duebec; 
and,  upon  this  title  and  argument,  she  m?an%  to 
have  the  Columbia  river.  The  events  of  the  late 
war,  and  the  application  of  steam  power  to  ocean 
navigation,  begat  her  title  to  the  country  between 
Halifax  and  Cluebec:  the  suggestions  of  McKenzie 
begat  her  title  to  the  Columbia.  Improvident  di- 
plomacy on  our  part,  a  war  countenance  on  her 
part,  and  this  strange  treaty,  have  given  Access 
to  her  pretensions  in  Maine:  the  same  diplomacy, 
and  the  same  countenance,  have  given  her  a  foot- 
hold on  the  Columbia.  It  is  for  the  Great.  West 
to  see  that  no  traitorous  treaty  shall  abandon  it  to 
her.  The  President,  in  his  messag^,  says  that 
there  was  no  chance  for  any  !'agreeme7U>"  about  it 
dt  present;  that  it  would  not  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  ^^ formal  negotiation^'  at  present;  that  it  could  not 
be  included  In  the  duties  of  the  "  social  mission" 
Why  sol  The  mission  was  one  of  peace,  and  to 
settle  everything:  and  why  omit  this  pregnant 
questionl  Was  this  a  war  question,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  settled  by  the  peace  mission*)  Why  not 
come  to  an  agreement  now,  if  agreement  is  ever 
intended^  The  answer  is  evident.  No  agreement 
is  ever  intended.  Contented  with  her  possession. 
Great  Britain  wants  delay,  that  time  may  ripen 
possession  into  tiile^  and  fortunate  events  facilitate 
ner  designs.  My  colleague  and  myself  were 
soanded  on  this  point:  our  answers  forbade  the 
belief  that  we  would  compromise  or  sacrifice  the 
rights  and  interests  of  our  country;  and  this  may 
^ave  been  the  reason  why  there  were  no  "  formal" 
negotiations  in  relation  to  it.  Had  we  been  **soft 
enou^h^^^  there  might  have  been  an  agreement  lo 
divide  our  country  by  the  river;  or,  to  refer  the 
whole  title  to  the  decision  of  a  friendly  sovereign ! 
We  were  not  soft  enough  for  that;  and  if  such  a 
paper,  marked  B,  and  identified  with  the  initials 
of  our  Secretary,  had  been  sent  to  the  Missouri 
delegation,  as  was  sent  to  the  Maine  commission- 
ers, instead  of  subduing  us  to  the  purposies  of  Great 
Britain,  it  would  have  received  from  the  whole 
delegation  the  answer  due  to  treason,  to  cowardice, 
and  to  insolence. 

But,  it  is  demanded,  what  do  ^e  want  with  this 
eoumry,  so  far  off  from  usi    I  answer  by  asking,    I 
in  my  turn,  what  do  the  British  want  with  it,  who   | 
.are  so  much  further  oftl    They  want  it  for  the  fur 


the  communication  across  the  continent;  for  a  road 
to  Asia;  for  the  command  of  140,000  Indians  against 
us;  for  the  port  and  naval  station  which  is  to  com- 
mand the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  North 
Pacific  ocean,  and  open  new  channels  of  trade  with 
China,  Japan,  Polynesia,  and  the  great  East.  They 
want  it  for  these  reasons;  and  we  want  it  for  the 
same;  and  because  it  adjoins  us,  and  belongs  to  us, 
and  should  be  possessed  by  our  descendants,  who 
^will  be  our  friends;  and  not  by  aliens,  who  will  be 
our  enemies. 

Forty  years  ago,  it  was  written  by  Humboldt 
that  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  invited  Europeans 
to  found  a  fine  colony  there;  and.  twenty  years  ago, 
the  American  Congress  adopted  a  resolve,  that  no 
part  of  this  corUinent  was  open  to  European  colon- 
ization. The  remark  of  Humboldt  was  that  of  a 
sagacious  Eurojjean;  the  resolve  of  Congress  was 
the  work  of  patriotic  Americans.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  which  will  prevail.  The  convention  of  1818 
has  done  us  the  mischief;  it  put  the  European  power 
in  possession:  and  possession  with  nations,  still 
more  than  with  individuals,  is  the  main  point  in 
the  contest.  It  will  require  the  Western  pioneers  to 
recover  the  lost  ground;  and  they  must  be  encour- 
aged in  the  enterprise  by  liberal  grant  of  lands, 
by  military  protection,  and  by  Governmental  au- 
thority. It  w  time  for  the  bill  of  my  colleague  to 
pass.  The  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  under 
the  new  census  should  pass  it.  The  majority  will 
be  Democratic,  and  the  Democracy  will  demand 
that  great  work  at  their  hands.  I  put  no  faith  in 
negotiation.  I  expect  nothing  but  loss  and  shame 
from  any  negotiation  in  London.  Oar  safely  is  in 
the  energy  of  our  people;  in  their  prompt  occupa- 
tion of  the  country;  and  in  their  invincible  deterny- 
nation  to  maintam  their  rights. 

I  do  not  dilate  upon  the  value  and  extent  of  this 
great  countr]^.  A  word  suffices  to  display  both. 
In  extent,  it  is  larger  than  the  Atlantic  portion  of 
the  old  thirteen.  United  States;  in  climate,  soAer;  in 
fertility,  greater;  ia  salubrity,  superior;  In  position, 
beUer,  becajise  fronting  Asia,  and  washed  by  a 
tranquil  sea.  In  all  these  particulars,  the  western 
slope  of  our  continent  is  far  more  happy  than  the 
eastern.  In  configuration,  it  is  inexpressibly  fine 
and  grand — a  vast  oblong  square,  wiih  natural 
boundaries,  and  a  single  gateway  into  the  sea. .  The 
snow-capped  Rocky  mountains  enclose  it  to  the  east, 
an  iron-bound  coast  on  the  west:  a  frozen  desert  on 
the  north,  and  sandy  plams  on  the  south.  All  its 
rivers,  rising  on  the  segment  of  a  vast  circumfer- 
ence, run  to  meet  each  other  in  the  centre;  and  then 
fiow  together  into  the  ocean,  through  a  gap  in  the 
mountain,  where  the  heats  of  summer  and  the 
colds  of  winter  are  never  felt,  and  where  southern 
and  northern  diseases  are  equally  unknown.  This 
is  the  valley  of  the  Columbia — a  country  whose 
every  advantage  is  crowned  by  the  advantages  of 
position  and  configuration:  by  the  unity  of  all  its 
parts — the  inaccessibility  of  its  borders — and  its 
single  introgression  to  the  sea.  Such  a  country  is 
formed  for  union,  wealth,  and  strength.  It  can 
have  but  one  capital,  and  that  will  be  a  Thebes:  but 
one  commercial  emporium,  and  that  will  be  Tyre, 
queen  of  cities.  Such  a  country  can  have  but  one 
people,  one  interest,  one  government:  and  that  peo- 
ple should  be  American — that  interest  oufs — and 
that  government  republican.  Accursed  and  in- 
famous be  the  man  tnat  divides  or  alienates  it! 

But,  it  is  demanded,  will  you  add  this  great  coun- 
try to  this  great  Union,  already  too  large  in  the 
opinion  of  manyl  I  answer  tl^it  question  as  Mr. 
Jefierson  answered  it  forty  years  aso.  I  say.  No! 
But,  like  him,  I  also  say,  1  would  keep  the  Euro- 

ran  out  of  it.  I  would  plant  the  American  in  it. 
would  nurture  and  sustain  him  in  his  infancy; 
and  when  old  enough  to  take  care  of  himself,  1 
would  part  from  him,  as  the  father  parts  from  his 
manly  son— with  benedictions,  with  aid,  and  with 
injunctions  never  to  forget  what  is  due  to  his  parent. 
Impressment  is  another  of  the  omiued  subjects. 
This  naving  been  {i  cause  of  war  in  1812,  and  being 
now  declared,  by  the  American  negotiator,  to  be  a 
sufiic^pnt  cause  for  future  wars,  it  would  naturally, 
to  my  mind,  have  been  included  in  the  labors  of 
a  special  mission,  dedicated  to  peace,  and  extolled 
for  its  benevolent  conception.  We  would  have  ex- 
pected to  find -such  a  subject,  afler  such  a  dec- 
laration, included  in  the  labors  of  such  a  mis- 
sion. Not  so  the  fact.  The  treaty  does  not  men- 
tion impressment.  A  brief  paragraph  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message  informs  us  that  there  was  a  corres- 
pondence on  this  point;  and,  on  turning  to  this 
c^yj.^spoDdepQe^  we  ^cmally  fiad  ^wq  l^u^rs  oa  the 


subject:  one  from  Mr.  Webster  io  Lord  Ashbor-* 
ton— one  fVom'  Lord  Ashbnrton  to  Mr.  Webstert 
both  showing,  from  their  dates,  that  they  wer» 
written  afler  the  treaty  was  sinied;  and,  from  their 
character,  that  they  were  written  for  the  public, 
and  not  for  the  negotiators.  The  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  9th  of  August;  the  letters  were  written  on 
the  8th  and  9th  of  the  same  month.  They  are  a 
plea,  and  a  reply;  and  they  leave  the  subject  pre- 
cisely where  they  found  it»  From  their  date  and. 
character,  they  seem  to  be  what  the  lawyers  call 
ihtpostea — that  is  to  say,  the  afterwards^  and  are 
very  properly  postponed  to  the  end  of  the  docu- 
ment containing  the  correspondence,  "where  they 
find  place  on  the  120th  pase.  They  look  ex  post 
facto  there;  and,  putting  all  things  togefher^  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  American  negotiator  had  said  to  the 
British  lord,  (afler  the  negotiation  was  over:)  My 
Lord,  here  is  impressmeift— a  pretty  subject  for  a 
composition;  the  people  will  jove  to  read  something: 
about  it;  so  let  us  compose.  To  which,  it  would 
seetn,  his  Lordship  had  answered:  You  may  com- 
pose as  much  as  you  please  for  your  people;  I  leave 
that  field  to  you:  and  when  you  are  done,  I  will 
write  three  lines  for  my  own  Qovernment,  to  let  it 
know  that  I  stick  to  impressment.  In  about  this 
manner,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  two  letters 
were  got  up;  and  that  the  American  negotiator  in 
this  little  business  has  cojonfliiitted  a  couple  of  the 
largest  faults:  first^  in  namfng  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment at  all !  next^  in  ever  signing  a  treaty, 
after  having  named  it,  without  an  unqualified  re- 
nunciation of  the  pretension ! 

Sir^  the  same  thing  is  not  always  equally  proper* 
Time  and  circumstances  qualify  the  proprieties  of 
international,  as  well  as  of  individual  intert^ourse; 
and  what  was. proper  and  commendable  at  one 
time,  may  become  improper,  reprehensible,  and  do* 
rogatory  at  another.  When  George  the  Third,  ia 
the  first  article  of  bis  first  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  at  the  end  of  a  seven  years*  war,  acknowl- 
edged them  to  be  free,  sovereign j  and  independent 
States,  and  renounced  all  dominion  over  them, 
this  was  a  proud  and  glorious  consummation  for 
us,  and  the  crowning  mercy  of  a  victorious  rebel- 
lion. The  same  acknowledgment  and  renuncia- 
tion from  Gtneen  Victoria,  at  present,  would  be  an 
insult  for  her  to  offer^a  degradation  for  us  Xa  ac- 
cept. So  of  this  question  of  impressment.  It  was- 
right  in  all  the  administrations  previous  to  the  late 
war,  to  negotiate  for  its  renunciation.  But  afler 
having  gone  to  war  for  this  cause;  aAer  having  sup^ 
pressed  the  practice  by  war;  afler  near  thirty  years' 
exemption  trom  it;— after  all  this,  for  our  negotia- 
tor to  put  the  question  in  discussion,  was  to  com- 
promise our  rights!  To  sign  a  treaty  without  its 
renunciation,  aner  having  proposed  to  treat  about 
it,  was  to  relinquish  them  I  Our  negotiator  should 
not  have  mentioned  the  subject.  If  mentioned  to 
him  by  the  British  negotiator,  he  should  have  re- 
plied, that  the  answer  to  that  pretension  was  in  &e 
cannon's  mouth ! 

[Several  Senators  exclaimed,  Yes!  in  the  can- 
non's mouth!] 

But  to  name  it  himself,  and  then  sign  without  re- 
nunciation, and  to  be  invited  to  London  to  treat 
about  it;~todo  this,  was  to  descend  from  ourpod^ 
tion;  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the  late  war;  to  revive 
the  question;  to  invite  the  renewal  of  the  practice, 
by  admiuing  it  to  be  an  unsettled  question— and  to 
degrade  the  present  generation,  by  admiuing  that 
they  would  negotiate  where  their  ancestors  had 
fought.  These  are  Cair  inferences;  and  inferences 
not  counteracted  by  the  euphonious  declaration 
that  the  American  Government  is  *^prepared  to  sa^" 
that  the  practice  of  impressment  cannot  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  lake  place  !--as  if,  afler  great  study, 
we  had  just  arrived  at  that  conclusion !  and  as  if 
we  had  not  declared  much  more  courageously  in 
the  case  of  the  Maine  boundary,  the  Schlosser  mas- 
sacre, and  the  Creole  mutiny  and  murder  !  The 
British,  after  the  experience  they  have  had,  will 
know  how  lo  value  our  courageous  declaration, 
and  must  pay  due  respect  to  our  fiag !  For  one,  I 
never  liked  these  declarations,  and  never  made  a 
speech  in  favor  of  any  one  of  them;  and  now  I  like 
them  less  than  ever,  and  ma  prepared  to  put  no  further 
faith  in  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  who  were 
for  going  to  war  for  the  smallest  part  of  the  Maine 
boundary  in  1838,  and  now  surrender  30O  miles 
of  that  boundary  for  fear  of  war,  when  there  is  no 
danger  of  war.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  care  not 
a  straw  for  the  heroic  declaralions  of  such  gentle- 
11  men.  I  want  actions,  not  phrases.  I  want  Mr. 
Jefferson's  act  in  l90Q-^e^i(m  of  amy  treaty  k^ 
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0fmU  BriUviai.tluA  does  not  itnnwaee  impreismoUJ 
And  ftfter  having  declared,  by  law,  black  impreM- 
man  on  the  coast  of  Africa  to  be  piracy;  after 
siipnlatios  to  send  a  fleet  there,  to  en  force  our  law 
against  that  impressment ;^-«lter  this,  I  am  ready 
to  do  the  same  thing  against  white  impressment  on 
our  own  coasts,  and  on  the  high  seas.  I  am  ready 
to  enact  that  the  impressment  of  my  white  fellow- 
citizens  outofan  American  ship  is  an  act  of  piracy; 
and  then  to  follow  oal  that  enactment  in  its  every 
consequence. 

I  profess  Jeffersonism,  and  wish  to  act  up  to  the 
profession;  and  here  is  a  case,to  test  the  fidelity  of 

fTofessors  to  the  instructions  of  that  great  master, 
n  the  year  1807,  he  rejected,  without  even  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Senate,  the  phiish  treaty,  which  was 
silent  upon  the  subject  of  impressment  It  was  a 
treaty  of  great  moment,  embraced  manv  points, 
and  was  intended  to  prUvent  the  war  which  was 
then  impending;  but  impressment  having  been  dis- 
cussed, and  no  article  being  found  in  the  treaty 
against  it,  Mr.  Jefferson  rejected  it;  and  his  answer 
to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  returning  the 
treaty  to  them,  should  form- the  inexorable  answer 
of  every  American  under  the  like  circumstances. 
That  answer  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison,  and 
says:  ^ 

**The  Pretldent  cnntiniies  to  regard  tbi«  nib}ect  in  th«  light 
in  which  it  has  l>6en  prMMd  on  the  juaiicn  anid  friendriiip  of 
Great  Britain.  Ht  cannot  reconcile  it  with  hie  duty  to  our 
aeafiuing  citizens,  or  with  tbeaenei^ility  or  soT«reigniy  of  the 
nation,  to  recognise,  eren  constructively,  a  principle  thai 
Would  expoee  on  the  high  seas  their  libertr-^tbeur  live*— erery* 
thiM,  in  a  word,  that  la  deareat  to  the  human  heart^*o  tha 
capncious  or  interested  aentences  which  may  be  pronounced 
against  their  allegiance  br  officers  of  a  forfign  goreisment, 
whMn  neither  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  the  laws  of  their  own 

Sovernment,  will  allow  to  decide  on  the  ewnership  or  charac- 
5r  of  the  minutest  article  ef  pro|»erty  found  in  a  like  situation. 
*  *  *  On  these  grounds  ilie  President  is  constrained 
to  decline  any  arrangement,  formal  or  kiforroal,  which  does 
ttot  conaprisea  prorision  against  impressments  from  Agierican 
vessels  on  the  high  seas,  and  which  would,  notwiUisiandiM, 
be  a  barto  such  legislative  measures  as  Congress  hare  thought 
or  may  think  proper  to  ai^opL,  fur  controlling  that  species  of  sg. 
gression.  •  •  •  Without  a  provision  against  impress* 
raent^  substantially  such  as  Is  contemplated  in  your  original 
instructions,  ko  tbbatt  is  to  bb  comoi.udbo." 

This  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefiinrson  in  1807. 
8tiU  more  should  it  he  the  language  of  his  country 
in  1842,  when  our  strength  is  more  than  doubled ; 
when  we  have  once  refused  to  make  a  treaty,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  renunciation  of  impress- 
ment; wnen  we  have  had  one  war  against  it;  and 
when  thirty  years'  cessation  ofthe  practice  had  sunk 
the  pretension.  Above  all,  it  should  have  been 
the  language  in  1842,  when  the  special  mission 
came  heralded  with  the  beatitude  ofpeace,  author- 
ized to  settle  everything,  and  seeking  sacrifices 
from  us,  which  should,  at  the  least,  have  command- 
ed justice  from  her.  Instead  of  this,  what  was  the 
languagel  And  here  justice  to  the  parties  requires 
that  each  should  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself. 
Listen  to  them. 

President  Tyler  says: 

*T1^ impressment  of  seamen  from  merchant  ve«els  of  this 
toitniff,  br  British  cruisers^  although  notlpractlsed  in  time  of 

{leace,  ancC  therefore,  not  at  present  a  prcrauctive  cause  of  dif- 
erence  and  Irritatinn,  has,  nevenheleos.  hitherto  been  so  prom- 
inent a  topic  of  controversy,  and  is  so  likely  to  bring  on  renew- 
ed contentions  st  the  first  breaking  out  of  a  Europeaivwar, 
that  it  has  beenthought  the  part  of  wisdom  new  to  take  it  into 
serious  and  earnest  consideration.  The  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  9tate  to  the  British  minister  nx plains  the  ground  which 
the  Government  has  assumed,  and  the  principles  which  it 
means  to  iiphold.  For  the  defence  of  thaw  grounds,  and  the 
maintenance  of  these  prineiples,  the  most  perfect  rsllance  is 

S laced  on  the  intelligence  of  the  American  people,  and  on  their 
rmnessand  patriotism,  in  whatever  touches  the  honor  of  the 
country,  or  Its  great  and  esientlal  interests." 

Mr.  Webster  says : 

*ln  the  csim  and  auiet  which  have  succeeded  the  late  war— a 
condition  so  favorable  for  dispassionate  consideration — England 
herself  has  6Tidently  seen  the  harshnes*  of  impressment,  even 
when  exercised  on  seamen  in  her  own  merchant  service;  and 
she  has  adopted  measures  calculated,  if  not  to  renounce  the 
power  or  to  aboliah  the  practice,  yet,  at  least,  to  sopersede  its 
necessitv,  by  ether  means  of  manning  the  roysl  navy  more 
compatible  with  juauceand  the  rights  of  Indlvidbals,  and  far 
more  conformable  to  the-splritand  sentiments  of  the  age. 

'^Under  these  ciicumstances,  the  Goveroment  of  the  United 
States  has  used  the  occasion  of  your  Lordship's  pacific  mission 
to  review  this  whole  subject,  and  to  bring  it  to  your  notice  and 
that  of  your  Goremment.  It  has  reflected  on  the  past,  ponder* 
ed  Che  Condition  of  ttie  present,  and  endeavored  to  anticipate,  so 


far  as  might  be  in  Its  power,  the  probable  future;  and  I  am 

now  to  communicate  to  your  liOrai' '     " 

liberations. 


now  to  communicate  to  your  I<ordship  the  result  of  these  de- 


'The  American  Government,,  then,  is  prepared  to  say  that 
the  practice  of  impressing  seamen  from  American  vessels  can- 
not hereafter  be  allowwl  to  take  placp.  That  prartirr  la 
founder!  on  princfplos  whirh  ii  does  nni  rpco|nl.»j';  ami  in  hi'  a- 
riably  otretulml  by  c(  nitqtienrcfl  !to  unjust,  so  ii.jurioiiD,  nn<'.  <if 
auth  lormmsble  magiuinde,  as  cannot  be  submitted  to." 

^'This  announcement  is  not  made,  my  Lord,  to  revive  useless 
i-ecol lections  of  the  past,  nor  to  stir  the  embers  from  fires  which 
t^yt  b«on|  ia  »  great  degree,  emothered  by  xataix  y««w  of  , 


peace.  Far  otherwise.  Its  purpose  is  to  extinguish  those 
ores  effectually,  before^  new  incidents  arise  to  fan  them  into 
flame.  The  coinmunication  is  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  for 
the  sake  of  peace;  and  springs  from  a  deep  and  conscientious 
conviction  that  high  interests  of  both  nations  require  that 
this  so-long-contested  and  controvi-rted  subject  should  now  be 
finally  put  ft)  rest  I  persuade  myself,  my  Lord,  tliat  you  will 
do  justice  to  this  frank  and  sincere  avowal  of  motives,  and 
that  you  will  communicate  your  sentimeuts  in  (hie  respect  to 
your  Govemmant. 

'This  leuer  closes,  my  Lord,  on  my  part,  our  (tfiicial  cor* 
respondence:  end  I  gladly  use  the  occasion  to  offer  you  the 
assurance  of  my  high  and  alncers  regard." 

Lord  Ashburton  answers :  « 

<1  am  wsn  aware  that  the  laws  of  our  two  countries  maintain 
opposite  principles  respecting  allegiance  to  the  sovereign. 
America,  receiving,  every  year,  by  thousands,  the  emigrants  of 
Europe,  matotalns  the  doctrine,  suitable  to  her  condition,  ofthe 
right  of  transferring  allegiance  ai  will.  Tbe  laws  of  Qfeat 
Britain  have  noainlaioed,  nom  all  time,  the  opposite  diKtrine. 
The  duties  of  allegiance  are  held  to  be  indefeasible;  and  it  is 
l)elieved  that  this  doctrine,  under  various  niodificaiiuns, 
prevails  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  the  civilised  States  ol  ^n- 
rope." 

'TlkB  very  ansmalnus  ooodition  ofthe  two  countries  with  re* 
lation  to  each  other  here  creates  a  serious  difficulty.  Our  peo> 
pie  are  not  distinguishable;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  habits 
of  sailors,  our  vessels  are  very  generally  manned  from  a  com  ■ 
mon  stock.  It  is  difllcult,  under  th(^  cIrciinMtances,  to  execute 
laws  which  at  times  have  been  thought  to  be  essential  for  ths 
existence  of  the  country,  without  risk  of  injury  to  others.  The 
extent  and  importance  of  those  injuries,  however,  are  so  formi- 
dable, that  li  is  admitted  thai  some  remeoy  should,  if  possible,  be 
applied:  at  all  events,  it  must  be  fairly  and  honestly  attempted. 
It  IS  true  that,  during  the  continuance  of  peacej  no  prsciical 

Srievance  can  arise;  but  it  is  also  true  that  it  is,  for  that  reason, 
le  proper  season  for  the  calm  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
an  important  subject.  I  hare  much  reason  to  hope  that  a satis- 
iKtory  arrangement  req>ecting  it  may  be  made,  so  as  to  set  at 
rest  all  apprehension  and  anxiety;  and  I  will  only  further  re* 
peat  the  assurance  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  mv  Govern- 
ment  favorably  to  consider  all  matten  baring  for  tneir  object 
the  promoting  and  mainialnfng  undisturbed  kind  and  friendly 
feelings  with  tbe  United  States. 

"I  beg,  sir,  on  this  occasion  of  cloaingthe  correspondence  with 
yon  connected  with  my  mission,  to  express  the  saiisfaaioo  1 
feel  acits  saecessflil  termination,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  high 
coonderatioo  and  personal  estesm  and  regard." 

This  is  the  correspondence:  and  what  a  corres- 
pondence  it  is!  What  an  exchange  of  phrases! 
One  denies  the  right  of  impressment:  the  other  af- 
firms it.  Both  wish  for  an  amicable  agreement; 
but  neither  attempts  to  agree.  Both  declare  the 
season  of  peace  to  be  the  proper  time  to  settle  this 
question;  and  both  agree  that  the  present  season  of 
peace  is  not  the  convenient  one.  Our  Secretary 
rise^  so  high  as  to  declare  that  the  administration 
"15  now  prepared"  \o  put  its  veto  on  the  practice:  the 
British  negotialor  shoves  that  his  Government  is  still 
prepared  to  resume  the  practice  whenever  her  in- 
terest requires  it.  Our  negotiator  hopes  that  his 
communication  will  be  received  in  the  spirit  of 

geace:  the  British  minister  replies,  that  it  will.  Our 
ecretary  then  persuades  himself  that  the  British 
minister  will  communicate  his  sentiments,  in  this 
respect,  to  his  own  Grovemment:  his  Lordship  prom- 
ises it  faithfully.  And,  thereupon,  they  shake 
hands  and  part. 

How  different  this  holyday  scene  from  the 
firm  and  virile  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson:  **No 
treaty  to  be  signed  withont  a  provision  against  im- 
prcssTnenl:**  and  this  language  backed  by  the  fact  of 
the  Instant  rejection  of  ihe  treaty  so  signed!  Lord- 
Chatham  said  of  Magna  Ckarta^  that  it  was  home- 
ly Latin,  but  worth,  all  the  classics.  So  say  1  of 
this  reply  of  Mr.  Jefferson:  it  is  plain  English, 
but  worth  all  the  phrases  which  rhetoric  could 
ever  exj^nd  upon  the  subject.  It  is  the  only  an- 
swer which  our  Secretary  negotiator  should  have 
given,  alter  committing  the  fault  of  broaching  the 
subject.    Instead  of  that,  he  commences  rhetorician , 


He  abandons  the  field  of  rhetoric  to  the  lawyer  ne- 
gotiator; puts  in  a  fresh  claim  to  impressment; 
saves  the  question  from  being  lost  by  non-user;  re- 
establishes the  debate,  and  adjourns  it  to  London. 
He  keeps  alive  the  pretension  of  impressment 
against  us,  the  white  race,  while  binding  as  to  go 
to  Africa  to  fight  'it  down  for  the  black  race;  and 
has  actually  left  us  on  lower  gronnd,  in  relation  to 
this  quesHon,  than  we  stood  upon  before  the  late 
war.  If  this  treaty  is  ratified,  we  mnst  begin,where 
we  were  in  1906,  when  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinckney  went  to  London  to  negotiate  aeainst  Im- 
pressment; we  must  begin  where  they  did,  with  the 
disadvantage  of  having  yielded  to  Great  Britain 
all  that  she  wanted,  and  having  lost  all  our  vantas^e- 
gronnd  in  the  rtegotiation.  We  must  goto  London, 
engage  in  a  humiliating  negotiation,  become  ihe 
spectacle  of  nations,  and  ihe  ?port  6f  diplomacy; 
and  wear  out  jrears  in  begging  to  be  spared  from 


and  sailing  in  our  own  ship:  we  must  submit  to  att 
this  degradation,  shame  and  outrage,  nnless  Con- 

Sess  redeems  us*fromthe  condition  into  which  we 
ive  fallen,  and  provides  for  the  liberty  of  our 
people  on  the  seas,  by  placing  American  impress- 
ment where  African  impressment  has  already  been 
placed— PIRACY  BY  LAW !  For  one,  I  am 
ready  to  vote  the  act — to  execute  it — and  to  abide 
its  every  consequence. 

The  case  of  the  Creole,  as  it  is  called,  Is  another 
of  the  omitted  sul^ects.  It  is  only  one  of  a  mmber 
of  cases  (differing  in  degree,  but  the  same  in  char* 
acter)  which  have  occurred  within  a  few  years, 
and  are  becoming  nwrc  frequent  and  vfolent  It  is 
the  case  of  American  vessels,  having  AniericaR 
slaves  on  board,  and  pursuing  at  lawful  vpvage, 
and  being  driven  by  storms  or  carried  by  violence 
into  a  British  _port,  and  their  slaves  libemted  hjr 
British  law.  This  is  the.  nature  of  the  wrong:  k 
is  a  general  outrage,  liable  to  ocenr  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions,  but  happens  most  osoally  ia 
the  British  West  India  islands,  which  Line  the  pa^ 
sage  round  the  Florida  reefs  in  a  voyage  betweeo 
New  Orleans  and  tbe  Atlantic  porta.  I  do  sol 
speak  of  the  12,000  slaves  (worth,  at  a  moderaiii 
computation,  considering  they  most  be  all  grown, 
and  in  vouth  or  middle  life,  at  least  $6,000,000) 
enticed  mto  Canada,  and  received  witk  the  honors 
and  advantages  due  to  the  first  clsss  of  edii^ani& 
I  do  not  speak  of  these,  nor  of  tbe  libetation  of 
slaves  carried  voluntarily  by  their  ownera  Hito  Brtu 
ish  ports:  the  man  who  expoaes  his  property  wtlf 
fully  to  the  operation  of  a  known  law,  should  ahidi 
the  consequences  to  which  he  has  subjected  it.  I 
confine  myself  to  cases  of  the  class  mentioned-r 
such  as  the  Encomium,  the  Comet,  the  ^terpris^ 
the  Creole,  and  the  Hermosa — cases  in  whidt 
wreck,  tempest,  violence,  mutiny,  and  murder  were 
the  means  of  carrjring  the  vessel  into  the  isterdict> 
ed  port,  and  in  which  the  slave  property,  after  being 
saved  to  the  owners  from  revolt  and  tempests,  be- 
came the  victim  and  the  prey  of  British  law.  It  Is 
of  such,  cases  that  I  complain,  and  of  which  I  say 
that  they  furnish  no  subject  for  the  operation  of  in- 

i'urlous  laws,  and  that-each  of  these  vessels  sfaoald 
lave  been  received  with  the  hospitalilv  dae  to  mis- 
fortune, and  allowed  to  depart  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  and  with  all  her  contents  of  persons  and 
property.  This  is  the  law  of  nations:  it  is  what 
the  civilization  of  the  age  requires.  And  it  is  not 
to  be  tolerated  in  this  nineteenth  century  that  an 
American  citizen,  passing  from  one  port  to  another 
of  his  own  country,  with  property  protected  by  the 
laws  of  his  country,  shoulol  encounter  the  perils  of 
an  unfortunate  navigator  in  the  dark  ages,shi]^ 
wrecked  on  a  rude  and  barbarian  coast.  This  « 
not  to  be  tolerated  in  this  age,  and  liy  such  a  power 
as  the  United  States,  and  after  sending  a  fleet  to 
Africa  to  protect  the  negroes.  Justice,  like  char- 
ity, should  begin  at  home;  and  protection  should  be 
given  where  allegiance  -is  exacted.  We  cannot 
tolerate  the  spoil  and  pillage  of  our  own  citixea^ 
within  sight  of  our  own  coasts,  after  ^ding  4,000 
miles  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  bldek  race.  Bot 
if^his  treaty  is  ratified,  it  seems  that  we  shall  have 
to  endure  it,  or  seek  redress  by  other  means  thaa 
negotiation.  Tbe  previous  cases  were  at  lea-tt  ame- 
liorated by  compensation  to  their  owners  ft>r  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves;  but  in  tbe  more  recent  and 
most  atrocioQs  case  of  the  Creole,  there  is  no  m- 
demnity  of  any  mind-^neither  compensation  to  vit 
o^ers,  whose  property  has  been  takes;  nor  apol- 
ogy to  the  Government,  whose  fiac  has  been  inm- 
ed;  nor  security  for'  tbe  luture,  by  giving  up  the 
practice.  A  treaty  is  signed  without  a  stmnlatioa 
of  any  kind  on  the  subject;  and,  as  it  would  s«b, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  made  it,  and  of  t^ 
President,  who  sends  it  to  us.  A  correspondence 
has  been  had;  the  negotiators  have  exchanged  dip- 
lomatic notes  on  the  subject;  and  these  notes  ace 
expected  to  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  country  as  to 
those  who  now  have  the  rule  of  it.  The  Preddctf, 
in  his  message,  says: 

"On  the  subject  of  ths  interference  oftfie  British  adlberttScs 
in  the  West  Indies,  a  confident  hope  Is  enieKaified  that  ihri  0B^ 
respondence  which  hstf  taken  place*  ^owinv  Am  gtettrnt^iaimk 
by  this  Osvemraent,  and  the  engqgemmtfi  entered  iMO  li/fkB 
British  minisier,  will  be  found  such  as  to  satis^  the  Jw>  c^ee* 
taUon  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. "— JUessd^e,  A^.  Sl 

This  is  a  short  paragraph  for  so  larffea  subject; 
but  it  is  all  thr  miesfia|;e  contains.  But  let  us  see 
what  it  amounts  to,  and  what  it  is  that  is  expedad 
to  satisfy  the  juM  expectations  of  the  eouAlxy.  h'» 
the  grounds  taken  in  the  eori^eqxMideiMs,  «id  ths 


British  Mizorc,  when  siii^  under  ^  own  flag,  J|  ^s^ofiTiifM^  vmmA  into.l^,tlw  ftayjraWiiit 
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which  are  to  work  out  Ihis  agreeable  effect.  Now, 
let  us  see  what  these  grounds  and  these  enguge- 
ments  ace. 

Mr.  Webster  says: 

•TToor  Lordship  it  aware  thatteTenl  casen  have  occurr*-!! 
WkUoUM  teat ftw-ynr* which  havacaiued  moch  complain*. 
■WW  of  thaaa  cnrntj  ooa^>0Q•atieo  has  betm  niaile  by  tbo 
Eaf Itah  Govemroaat  hv  the  intarlaraoca  ofihe  hical  auihon- 
iMi  whh  Amaiican  veaMla  having  elaree  on  lioird,  by  which 
MHarfwenca  t^eee  etorea  were  eet  free.  In  o»her  ca««e«,  euch 
eompeoaadoQ  haa  been  refuaed.  It  appeare  to  ihe  Pre«iileni  to 
he  for  the  taitaraat  of  both  couniriee  that  the  recurrence  ofaimi- 
ler  ^eaa  In  future  ehoald  be  prevented,  ae  far  iu  poesible. 

**your  Lordahip  haa  been  acquainted  with  the  cose  of  the 
Creole,  a  veaael.  carried  into  the  portof  Na<i«auiajt  winter, 
Of  pereooa  who  had  riaen  upon  the  lawfhl  aoihoiiiy  oi  the  vea- 
•el,  and,  In  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpuee,  had  commit* 
tad  murder  on  a  person  on  board."     •  •  •  • 

"In  the  Southern  States  of  this  Union,  slavery  exists  by  the 
lawB  of  tha  Siatea,  and  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  it  has  exiated  in  them  from  a  period 
long  anteeedent  to  the  time  when  theT  ceaaed  to  be  Britidi  col- 
onize. In  ihb state  of  things,  it  will  happen  that  slaves  will  be 
oAen  OB  heard  coasting  vessels,  as  hands,  as  servants  attending 
the  famillea  of  their  owners,  or  for  the  purpose  of  being  car* 
ried  from  port  to  port.  For  the  security  of  the  richts  of  their 
cititeoa,  when  vessels,  having  persons  of  this  description  on 
board,  are  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  unlawful 
force,  into  British  ports,  the  United  States  propose  the  introduc- 
tion pf  no  new  principle  into  the  law  of  nations.  They  require 
only  a  faithful  and  exact  observance  of  the  iiijunctioos  ot  that 
code,  as  understood  and  practised  in  moderu  tiiues. 

*'Yoor  Lordship  obaervee  that  I  havespojten  ontyof  Ameri- 
eao  vesaala  driven  into  British  porta  by  the  disuiers  of  the  seas, 
or  carried  in  by  unlawful  force.  I  confine  my  reaia  ks  to  ihei^ 
cues,  becauae  they  are  the  common  cases,  and  becauae  they 
are  the  cases  which  the  law  of  nations  most  emphatically  ex- 
empia  fh»ai  intatference.  The  maritime  law  is  full  of  instances 
of  the  application  off  that  great  and  practical  rule,  which  de- 
elarea  that  thAt  which  is  the  dear  result  of  necessity  ou;;ht  to 
d<aw  after  it  no  penalty  and  no  bazatd.  If  a  ship  be  driven,  by 
•trs«  of  weatli^r,  into  a  prohibited  port,  or  into  an  open  port, 
with  prohibited  arUdee  on  board,  in  neither  case  is  any  forfeit- 
are  incurred.  And  (what  may  be  considered  a^till  airooger  case) 
U  has  been  decided  by  eminent  Eogllsh  auitiority— and  that  de- 
cision has  raoeived  general  approbation— that  ifa  vessel  be  dri v- 
ttK  by  oecoiBity,  into  a  port  suictly  blockaded,  ihis  necessity  is 
good  defence,  and  exempts  her  from  penalty." 

*'ffycur  IfOrdakip  ha$  no  author itv  to  enter  into  a  ttipu- 
lotion  by  treaty  for  the  prevention  of  ouch  occurreneeo  here- 
after  ao  have  a/ready  Aappened— occurrencee  so  likely  lo  die* 
furb  that  peace  between  the  two  couniriee,  which  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  vour  Lordship's  mission  to  esublish  and  confirm— you 
may  still  be  so  far  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  your  Gov* 
emmentasto  be  able  to  engage  that  inotructiont  shall  be 
given  to  the  local  authoritiee  fnt  the  iotando,  which  thatl  lead 
them  to  regulate  their  conduct  in  conformity  with  the  rights 
qfcitixenoo/the  United  Stateo,  andthejuet  expeclationo  of 
their  Qovernmentf  and  in  ouch  manner  at  thall,  infuiure^ 
take  ateay  all  reaoonable  ground  of  eom^int.  It  would  be 
with  the  meet  profound  regret  that  the  President  should  see 
that,  whilst  it  is  now  hoped  so  many  other  subjects  of  difference 
may  be  harmoniously  adjusted,  nothing  should  be  done  in  le* 
gard  to  this  dangerous  source  of  future  collisions.  "~Mr.  Web- 
ster to  Lord  Aohburton^  Aug  1. 

Lord  Ashbnrton  replies: 

"Hm  inioiadiate  case  of  the  Creole  would  be  easily  disposed 
of;batiiinvohFesaclass  and  dMcHpiion  cf  caaea  which,  for 
the  porpoas  ol  aflaiding  that  security  you  seek  for  the  trade  of 
America  through  iha  Bahama  channel,  brings  into  considera- 
tion questions  of  law,  both  national  and  intematiooal,  of  the 
hi^hestimponance;and,  to  increase  the  delicacy  and  diflicolty 
ofthe  sttbfect,  public  feelinf  is  sensitively  alive  to  erery  thing 
connected  with  iu  These  circumstances  bring  me  to  the  con* 
viction  that,  although  1  really  believe  thdt  much  may  be  done 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  your  Qovsmment,  the  meant  of  doing  $9 
ibould  b9J>o»tCon$idored  in  London^  where  immediaie  refer- 
ence may  be  had  to  tlie  highest  authoritiea  on  every  point  of 
delicacy  and  diffieoUy  that  may^arise." 

'*Up«a  the  great  general  prindples  alTscting  this  case,  we  do 
•at  difler.  Yon  admit  that  if  elaves,  the  property  of  American 
ddisos.  escape  Into  British  territories,  it  Is  not  expected  that 
they  will  be  restoted;  aivd  you  may  be  well  assured  that  there 
li  no  wish  on  our  part  that  they  should  reach  our  shores,  or  that 
British  possessions  should  be  used  as  decoys  (or  the  violators 
ofthelawaofa  friendly  neighbor. 

"When  these  slavee  do  reach  us,  by  whatever  means,  there 
Is  no  alternative.  The  present  state  of  Brtiinh  law  is,  in  this 
respect,  too  well  known  to  require  repetition;  nor  need  I  re* 
mind  you  that  it  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  laws  of  every  part 
Of  the  United  fltatee  where  a  sute  of  eUivery  is  not  recocnbed; 
and  that  the  elave  put  on  shore  at  Nassau  would  be  dealt  with 
exactly  as  would  a  foreign  eUtve  landed,  under  any  clrcum* 

Mantes  whatever,  at  Boston." 

•  •  •  •  • 

**In  the  mean  time,l  can  encage  that  hutruetiono  ohail  be 
£i9en  to  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  on  the  eouUiem 
borders  of  the  United  Btatec  to  execute  theirown  laws  with  care- 
fol  attentioa  to  the  wieh  of  their  own  Government  to  OMihitain 
fDOdoaichbortiuod;  and  that  there  eball  be  no  ofllcious  Interfer 
anoe  whhAmerican  vesMls  driven  by  acddent  or  bv  violence  into 
fhoeepons.  The  laws  end  duties  ofhospitality  shall  be  executed; 
fend  ihsee  seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  In* 
quisltion  iotoibe  state  of  persons,  or  thiogs,  on  board  of  vessels 
saikuatedtthan  may  be  indiepensable  to  enforce  iheobeervance 
sf  uia  mooldpal  law  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper  regulation 
Of  its  harbors  and  waters."  r    r-     ^ 

•  •  •  •  • 

"l-hopa,  sir,  that  this  explanation  on  this  very  important  sub* 
iect  wUl  be  satiefactory  to  the  Presldsnt,  and  that  he  will  see  in 
Knodli  ■     •       '  *  -    -     •» 

Plesi  ^ 

m  aad  (Hendnip;  hot  that  ha  wiH  rather  percetvs.  In  my  s«r* 


Senate. 


I  no  dinilnution  of  that  eameet  desire,  which  yon  have  been 

>laassnto  leeognise  in  me,  to  perform  my  work  of  reconcilla* 

ion  aad  (Hendship;  hot  that  ha  wiH  rather  percetva.  In  my  om 

fe«im,  hi  this  paJrUcobv  ioaianca,  that  It  Is  made  with  a  wei 

wning  the  object  1 


* mSA^  IjaptQI  iheceby  better obcaininf  the  ohl/eci  wa have  in 


Mr.  Webster  rejoin^:  ♦ 

"The  President  places  his  rellsnce  on  those  principles  of  pub* 
lie  law  which  were  slated  in  my  note  to  your  I^ordship,  and 
which  are  regarded  as  equally  well  founded  and  important;  artd 
on  your  Lordohip*e  engagement  that  iMohuetumo  ohatl  be 
given  to  the  govemoro  of  hear  Majeoty'o  colonieo  to  eseeute 
their  own  kuoo  with  earful  attention  to  the  wish  of  their 
Oovemmont  to  maintain  good  neighborhood;  and  thai  there 
thall  be  no  (ffj^ouo  interference  teitk  American  veeoeleariven 
by  accident  or  by  violence  into  tkote  parte:  that  the  laws 
and  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed,  and  that  these  seem 
neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  anv  further  inquisition  into  the 
state  of  penons  or  things  onboard  of  vessels  so  situatsd,  than 
may  be  indispensable  to  eaforee  the  observance  of  the  munici* 
pal  law  of  the  colonv,and  the  proper  regulation  of  its  hiurbors 
and  watera.  He  inonlgee  the  hope,  nevertheless,  that,  actuated 
by  a  jtist  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  mutual  intereeie  of  the  twe 
countries,  sod  the  maintenance  of  a  permanent  peace  between 
them,  her  Mi^y's  Government  will  not  fail  to  see  the  import* 
ance  of  removing,  by  such  further  stipulations,  by  treaty  or 
otherwissi  as  r*iay  he  found  to  be  neceesary,  all  cause  of  com* 
plaint  connected  with  this  subject. "~ilfr.  Webster  to  Lord 
Ashburton^  August  8. 

And  it  is  of  \hegrou7%ds  stated  in  the  Secretary's 
two  letters,  and  the  engagement  entered  into  in 
Lord  Asbburton's  note,  that  the  President  predi- 
cates his  belief  of  the  public  satisfaction  in  relation 
to  this  growing  and  most  sensitive  question.  This 
brings  a<f  to  these  grounds,  and  this  engagement, 
that  we  may  see  the  nature  and  solidity  of  the  one, 
and  the  extent  and  validity  of  the  other.  The 
grounds  for  the  public  satisfaction  are  in  the  Secre- 
tary's letters;  the  engagement  is  in  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon's  letter;  and  what  do  they  amount  to7  On  the 
part  of  the  Secretary,  I  am  free  to  say  that  he  has 
laid  down  the  law  of  nations  correctly;  that  he  has 
well  stated  the  principles  of  public  law  which  save 
from  hazard,  or  loss,  or  penalty  of  any  kind,  the 
vessel  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade,  and  driven  or  car- 
ried against  her  will  into  a  prohibited  port.  He 
has  well  shown  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
no  advantage  is  to  be  taken  of  the  distressed  ves- 
sel; that  she  is  to  be  received  with  the  hospitality 
due  to  misfortune,  and  allowed  to  depart,  aAer  re- 
ceiving the  succors  of  humanity,  with  all  her  con- 
tents o?  persons  and  things.  All  this  is  well  laid 
down  by  our  Secretary.  Thus  far  his  grounds  are 
solid.  But,  alas,  this  is  all  talk!  and  the  very  neit 
paragraph,  atler  a  handsome  vindication  of  our 
rights  under  the  law  of  nations,  is  to  abandon  them! 
I  refer  to  the  paragraph  commencing:  ^^  If  your  Lord' 
ship  has  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  stipulation  by 
treaty  Jot  the  prevention  of  such  occurrences  hereaf- 
ter ^^  Ac  This  whole  paragraph  is  faul  to  the  Sec- 
retary's grounds,  and  pregnant  with  strange  and 
ominous  meanings.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  an  ad- 
mission, in  the  very  first  line,  that  no  treaty  stipula- 
tion to  prevent  future  occurrences  of  the  same  kind 
can  be  obtained  HERE!  that  the  special  mission^ 
which  came  to  settle  everything,  and  to  establish 
peace,  will  not  settle  this  thing;  which  the  Secre- 
tary, in  numerous  paragraphs,  alleges  to  be  a  dan- 
gercfus  source  of  future  war!  This  is  a  strange 
contradiction,  and  most  easily  got  over  by  our  Sec- 
retary. In  default  of  a  treaty  stipulation,  (which  he 
takes  for  granted,  and  evidently  makes  no  efibrt  to 
obtain,)  he  goes  on  to  solicit  a  personal  engagement 
from  his  lordship;  and  an  engagement  of  whatl 
That  the  law  of  nations  shall  be  obsenredl  No!  but 
that  instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  British  local 
authorities  in  the  islands,  which  shall  lead  them'to 
regulate  their  conduct  in  conformity  with  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  just 
expectations  of  their  Government,  and  in  such 
manner  as  shall,  in  future,  take  away  all  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint.  This  is  the  extent  of  the 
engagement  which  was  so  solicited,  and  which 
was  to  supply  the  place  of  a  treaty  stipulation  1  If 
the  engagement  had  been  given  in  the  words  pro- 
posed, it  would  not  have  been  worth  a  straw.  But 
it  is  not  given  in  those  words,  but  with  glaring 
and  killing  additions  and  differences.  His  Lord- 
ship follows  the  conmiencement  of  the  formula 
witn  sufficient  accuracy;  but,  lest  any  possible  con- 
sequence might  be  derived  from  it,  he  takes  care  to 
add,  that  when  these  slaves  do  reach  them,  *W 
matter  by  what  meanSj"  there  is  no  alternative ! 
Hospitaluy,  good  wishes,  friendly  feeling,  ^he  du- 
ties of  good  neighborhood — all  give  way!  The 
British  law  governs!  and  that  law  is  too  well 
known  to  require  repetition.  This  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  Lord  Ashburton's  qualifications  of  the 
engagemaU;  and  they  show  him  to  be  a  man  of 
honor,  that  would  not  leave  the  Secretary  negotia- 
tor the  slightest  room  for  raising  a  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  oi  the  instructions  which  he  engaged  to 
have  given.  These  instructions  go  only  to  the 
mode  of  executing  the  law.  His  Lordship  engages 
only  for  the  ciyiluy  and  gentleness  of  the  manner 


^thc  suatikr  in  modo-^while  the  firm  ^xectttien 
of  the  law  itself-«the  fertiter  in  w-*Tcraaais  'as  it 
was.  The  engagement  is  against  oificionsnebs^- 
inquisiiiveness— in  fmdhig  out  the  arrival  of  the 
staves;  but.  after  it  is  found  otit.  ihe  law  takes  its 
course.  This  is  the  extent  of  this  famous  engage - 
ment^-a  promise  to  get  the  local  authorities  In- 
structed to  perform  the  operation  of  liberation,  po- 
litely, but  still  to  liberate.  Politeness  is  all  that  is 
engaged  for;  and  that  1  will  show,  at  the  piroper 
time,  to  be  completely  nullified  by  the  fugitive  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty.  After  tbi^,  what  solemn  bam* 
boozlenoent  in  the  Secretary  negotiator  to  repeat,  as 
he  does,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th,  all  the  terms  of  this 
engagement,  literatim^  verbatim,  et  punctuatim^  and 
present  it  to  us  over  again;  as  if  it  was  the  most  im- 
portant and  sacred  thing  on  earth !  And  what  a 
nirce  for  the  President  to.communicatethis  solehm 
nullity  to  the  Senate,  as  satisfying  all  the  just  ex- 
pectations of  the  American  people!  Sir,  this  is 
making  too  cheap  of  our  understandings.  It  is  let- 
ting us  down  too  low  in  the  scale  of  intellect. 
Such  trifling  would  be  too  small  for  boarding- 
school  misses.  It  could  not  impose  on  the  inno- 
cent little  girls  at  Miss  EnglishV  who  take  their 
fVugal  dinner  at  13  o'clock,  and  believe  all  noan kind 
to  mean  exactly  what  they  say.  Such  children 
could  not  be  imposed  upon  by  this  engagement;  for 
it  is  an  engagement  of  nothing!  And  yet  it  is 
sent  to  us—^arded  men ;  and  we  are  told  to  be 
satisfied  with  it !«  To  be  officious,  is  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  duty  or  propriety;  to  be  inquisitive,  is  to 
be  impertinently  curious.  Against  this  excess  of 
duty,  and  this  excess  of  curiosity.  Lord  Ashburton 
engages;  as  if  it  was  necessary  for  a  British  goi^- 
ernor  to  be  either,  in  order  to  find  out  the  arrival 
of  American  slaCves  in  his  pons !  as  if  the  Aboli- 
tionists would  not  spare  his  eye  the  trouble  of  look- 
ing, and  his  tongue  the  trouble  of  inquiring.  His 
ear  is  all  they  want;  and  against  this  there  is  no 
engagement. 

But,  suppose  there  was  anything  in  this  engage- 
ment: is  that  the  new  way  of  securing  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States^  Engagements, 
upon  the  word  of  honor  of  a  minister,  for  us;  and 
treaties  for  the  British  and  Africans  I  Is  this  the 
new  wayl  If  so,  why  not  put  all,  or  none,  into 
this  new  form?  Wh^  not  put  the  boundary  agree- 
ment, the  fugitive-article,  and  the  alliance  articles, 
into  this  form!  Why  not  take  the  engagement  of 
our  Secretary  negotiator  for  all  these  things,  if  en- 
ffagemeiHs  are  as  good  as  treaties]  But,  no  such 
thing.  The  engagement  of  Lord  Ashburton  is 
noimng  but  a  contrivance  suggested  by  our  Sec- 
retary^f  State  to  cover  his  desertion  of  the  South, 
and  to  bamboozle  the  simple  with  a  show  of  hav- 
ing done  something,  when  he  had  done  nothibg. 
It  IS  his  contrivance.  The  papers  prove  it.  His 
own  letter  of  August  1st  proves  it— the  first  letter 
upon  the  subject — and  in  which  he  proposes  this 
identical  engagement  to  Lord  Ashburton.  The 
minister  has  only  acted  upon  his  proposal  in  giving 
this  engagement;  taking  care -to  qualify  It  with 
the  explanations  which.free  it  from  the  possibility 
of  standing  for  anything.  And  here  we  must  be 
struck  wnh  the  facility  with  which  this  great 
Southern  question  has  been  sunendered.  Not  a 
struggle  made  for  it!  not  a  moment's  stand  in  its 
behalf!  not  the  shadow  of  a  stand !  On  the  con- 
trary, our  negotiator  gives  all  up  in  the  first  letter. 
Upon  the  flimsy^  pretext  of  no  authority  in  the 
minister  to  settle  this  question  here^  (when  he  tells 
us  himself  that  he  came  to  settle  everything,)  he 
proposes  an  engagement  in  lieu  of  a  treaty  stipula* 
tion;  and  remits  tne  stipulation  itself  to  London,  for 
future  ministers  to  settle. 

.  Lord  Ashburton  proposes  London  as  the  best  place 
to  consider  it:  Mr.  Webster  accepts  London,  and 
hopes  that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  give 
us  treaty  stipulations  to  remove  all  further  cause 
for  complaint  on  this  subject  This  Is  his  last  hope, 
contained  in  the  last  sentence  of  his  last  note.  And 


'Since  the  raUfication  of  the  treaty,  a  conference  has  been 
had  with  the  BriUsh  mhiister  by  the  ejiecuUve  committee  of 
the  Fbreign  and  Anti-slavery  Society  in  New  York;  hi  which 
Lord  Aehborton  b  reported  to  hate  said: 

'  '*Lord  Aehburton  eaid  that,  when  the  delegation  came  to  reed 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Webster,  they  would  see  that  ha 
had  taken  all  poesible  care  to  prevent  any  injury  betog  dooe  to 
die  people  of  color;  that,  if  he  had  been  willing  torntroduca 
an  artlole  Including  caees  similar  to  that  of  <be  Creole,  hhi 
Qovemment  would  never  have  ratified  it,  as  they  will  adhera 
to  thegrsat  principlssjhey  have  so  long  avowed  and  main' 
tainsd;  and  that  the  friends  of  the  elave  in  Eoghmd  would  ho 
very  watchAil  to  sse  that  no  wrong  prtciica  took  place  under 
the  isntharticla,'*-Afr.  Uwi$  T9^pam'%  report  ^  tht  con* 
ferenee,  • 
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7%c  British  Treaty— Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


BOW,  why  a  treaty  stipulation  hereafter,  if  this  en- 
gaffement  is  such  (as  the  President  says  it  is)  as  to 


th«y  are,)  why  go  to  Ix)ndon  for  them — the  head- 
gparters  o(  abo^tionism,  the  seat  of  the  World's 
Convention  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the 
laboratory  in  which  the  insurrection  of  San 
Domingo  was  fabricated^*  Why  go  to  Londoni 
Why  go  any wherel  Why  delayl  Why  not  do  it 
herel  Why  not  include  it  among  the  b^titudesof 
the  vaunted  peace  r&issionl  The  excuse  that  the 
minister  had  not  powers,  is  contradictoiy  and  ab- 
surd. The  Secretary  negotiator  tells  us,  in  his  first 
fetter,  that  the  minister  came  with  iVill  powers  to 
settle  every  Subject  in  discussion.  This  was  a  sub- 
ject in  discussion;  and  had  been  since  the  time  of 
the  Comet,  the  Encomium,  and  the  Enterprise —years 
ago.  If  instructions  were  forgotten ,  why  not  send  for 
them*}  What  are  the  steamers,  for  that,  in  the  six 
months  that  the  pe&ce  mission  was  here,  they 
could  not  have  brought  these  instructions  a  dozen 
timesi  No!  the  truth  is,  the  British  Government 
would  do  nothing  upon  this  subject  when  she  found 
she  could  accomplish  all  her  own  objects  without 
granting  anything.  She  got  what  she  wanted  for 
herself,  and  got  it  without  conditions.  The  amia- 
ble facility  ofour  Secretary  eranted  her  everything: 
and  never  more  amiable  in  British  eyes  than  when 
he  thus  cut  the  South  ^  from  the  North — made  a 
treaty  for  the  British-'lefl  the  South  in  the  lurch— 


**<What  caased  the  San  Domingo  intiirrecdon?'' 
**In  order  to  reply  to  thie  queeuon  irith  as  much  accoraey 
mod  predi^on  at  the  sabject  will  admit,  it  is  necenary  to  recur 
to  the  proceeditigs  of  ttie  two  aaeodauons  of  which  mention 
was  made  in  the  eecond  chapter  of  this  tiistory;  namely,  the 
British  Association  for  the  Abolition  of  the  fflaye-trade,  which 
held  its  meetings  in  the  OLD  JEWRY,  in  London;  and  the  so- 
ciety  called  Let  Ami*  dea  Noira.  in  Paris.  A  short  review  of 
the  conduct  of  these  societies  will  serve  not  only  to  lessen  the 
•arpriae  which  may  be  felt  at  the  rerolt  of  the  negroes  of  8an 
Domingo,but  also  to  raise  a  considerable  degree  of  astonishment 
that  the  enslaved  negroes  In  the  British  islands  had  not  given 
them  the  example. 

**f  have  observed  that  the  society  in  London  profemed  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  obtain  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
for  prohibiting  the  further  introduction  of  African  slaves  into 
the  British  coioniss.  I  have  said  that  they  disclaimed  all  in- 
tention of  Interfering  with  the  Government,  and  condition  of 
the  negroes  already  m  the  plantations;  publicly  declaring  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  a  general  emancipation  of  those  people,  in 
their  j>resent  state  of  ignorance  ana  barbarity,  instead  of  a 
blessing,  would  prove  to  them  the  source  of  misfertune  and 
misery.  But,  although  such  were  their  ottensible  declarations 
as  a  public  bodv,  the  leading  members  of  the  society,  in  the 
same  moooent,  tield  a  very  difiereni  lanfuage;  and  even  the  so- 
ciety itself  (acting  as  such)  pursued  a  line  of  conduct  directly 
and  Immediately  repugnant  to  their  own  professions,  Besides 
using  every  possible  endeavor  to  inflame  the  public  of  Great* 
Britain  against  the  planters,  they  distributed,  at  a  prodigious 
expense,  throughout  the  colonies,  tracts  and  pamphlets  without 
number;  the  direct  tendency  of  which  was  to  render  the  white  in> 
habitants  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  slaves, 
and  excite  in  the  latter  such  ideas  of  their  own  natural  rights 
and  equalhy  of  condition  as  should  lead  them  to  a  general  strug- 
gle for  freedom,  through  rebellion  and  bloodshed. 

"In  many  of  those  writing*,  arguments  are  expressly  adduced, 
in**langttage  which  cannot  oe  misunderstood,  to  urge  the  ne- 
groes to  rise  up  and  murder  their  mastere  without  mercy. 
'Resistance,'  say  they,  *ts  41  ways  justifiable  where  force  Is  the 
substitute  of  righi;  nor  is  the  coihmieslon  of  s  civil  crime  pos- 
sible in  a  stare  of  slavery.'  These  sendments  are  repeated  in 
a  tboumnd  difleient  forms;  and,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
lose  their  eiTect  by  abetraci  reasoning,  a  reverend  divine  of  ihe 
Church  of  England,  (Mr.  Percival  Siockdale,)  in  a  pamphlet 
addressed  to  the  chairman  or  president  of  the  Boclety  which 
held  its  meetings  in  the  OLD  JEWRY,  (Granville  Sharp,  eflq.^ 
poure  forth  the  roost  earnest'  prayers,  in  the  most  undiiguiseil 
expressions,  that  the  negroes  would  destroy  %ll  the  white  peo- 
ple-'men,  women,  and  children— in  the  West  India  islands. 
*Bhould  we  not,*  ho  exclaims,  'approve  their  conduct  in  their 
violence?  Should  we  not  crown  it  with  eulogium,  if  they  ex- 
terminate their  tyrants  with  fire  and  swordi  Should  they  even 
deliberately  infli&t  the  most  exquisilc  tortures  on  thoee  tyrants, 
would  they  not  be  excusable  in  the  moral  judgment  of  tbofe 
who  properly  value  those  inestimable  bleiwings— rational  sfkI 
religious  liberty?' 

**Besides  distributing  pamphlets  of  this  complexion  gratir, 
at  the  doors  of  all  the  churches  and  places  %f  worriiipln  tie 
kinfrdom,  and  throughout  the  eolonietf  the  society,  or  persons 
in  their  nam&  caused  a  meefaZ  to  be  struck,  containing  the  fig- 
ure of  a  naked  negro,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  the  attitude  of 
imploring  mercy;  thousands  of  which  were  also  dispereed 
among  the  negroes  in  each  of  the  sugar  islands,  for  the  instruc- 
tion, r^resume,  of  such  of  them  as  could  not  read.  But,  unhap- 
pily, this  instance  of  provident  caution  was  not  requisite;  for,  so 
many  BMrro  domestics  return  annually  from  Europe  to  the 
West  Indies  as  constantly  furUisha  sufficient  number  of  Jivir  ^ 
instniciora;  and,  certain  it  is  (I  pronounce  it  frqni  my  own 
knowledge  respecting  Jamaica)  that  the  labora  ofthe  socicry 
on  theh  behalf,  as  veil  as  many  ofthe  most  violent  speeches  in 
the  British  Parliament,  wherein  the  Whole  body  of  the  planter8 
fvcre  painted  as  a  herd  of  bloodthirsty  and  remorseless  tyraniP, 
were  explained  to  the  negro  slaves,  in  terms  well  adapted  t(» 
tbetr  capacities,  and  suited,  as  might  have  been  supposed,  to 
their  feelince.  It  will  be  difficult  to  my  what  other  measure* 
the  OLD  JEWRY  associates  could  have  taken  to  excite  a  re- 
bellidn.  except  that  of  fumiehing  the  obiecis  of  their  solicitude 
'  ^(b  fire-arms  and  unmvinilHitt,*'^£dwardt'»  BUlory  of 


and  ihe^  undertook  to  bamboozle  Ihe  Southrons 
with  his  fine  engagement ! 

But,  if  the  engagement  was  anything,  the  10th 
article  of  the  treaty  would  nullify  it;  for  that  arti- 
cle makes  the  delivery  of  fugitive  criminals  a  ju- 
dicial, as  well  asTi  ministerial  act.  The  slave,  in 
such  cases  as  the  Creole  and  others,  mast  be  de- 
manded either  as  property  or  as  criminals;  in  neith- 
er case  can  the  executive  authorities  of  the  islands 
give  them  up,  even  if  they  would.  Slaves,  as  prop- 
erty, are  excluded  from  the  surrenders  to  be  made: 
as  criminals,  the  judicial  authority  must  be  applied 
to:  and  twice  the  judge,  or  justice,  must  act  against 
the  slave  before  th^Governor  can  make  the  sur- 
render. The  justice  must  first  is.sue  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  the  slave;  and  he  is  the  judge  of  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  case  made  out  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ance of  the  warrant.  He  must  then  give  the  slave 
a  hearing  on  the  charge  made  against  him;  and  is 
again  the  judge  of  the  question  of  guilt.  If  these 
two  points  are  both  decided  against  the  criminal 
slave,  then  the  justice  is  to  certify  the  guilt  to  the 
governor,  who  is  thereupon,  and  not  until  then, 
authorized  to  make  the  surrender:  Now,  of  what 
avail  is  it,  with  such  an  article  as  this  in  the  treaty, 
to  send  instructions  to  governors  not  to  be  ofiScious 
or  inouisitive  in  prying  into  the  case  of  fugitive 
slaves*  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  under  the 
new  treaty.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ar- 
rest, heanng,  or  examination  ofthe  criminal.  All 
that  belongs  to  the  judiciary;  and  it  is  not  until  they 
see  the  judicial  certificate  that  the  governors  can 
act  at  all;  and  then  they  must  act  according  to  the 
treaty  and  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  instructions  from  British  ministers.  All 
this  is  chsar  from  the  concluding  parts  of  the  10th 
article.    Hear  it: 

"Provided,  that  this  shall  only  bo  done  upon  such  evideitce  of 
criminality  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fu- 
gitive or  person  socharged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  bis  ap- 
prehension and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  crime  or  oflence 
had  itiere  been  committed;  and  the  respective  judges  and  other 
magistrates  of  the  two  Governments  shall  have  power,  juris- 
diction, and  authority,  upon  complaint  made  under  oath,  to  is- 
sue a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  Aigitive  or  person 
so  charged,  that  he  may  oe  brought  ttefore  such  judges  or  other 
magistrates,  respectively,  to  the  end  that  the  evidence  of  crimi* 
nality  may  be  heard  and  considered;  and  if,  on  such  hearing, 
the  evidence  be  deemed  sufficient  to  sustain  the  charge,  it  shall 
be  the  dutv  of  the  examining  judge  or  magistrate  to  certify  the 
same  to  the  proper  executive  authoritv,  that  a  warrant  may 
issue  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitive." 

This  nullifies  any  instructions  for  polite  beha- 
vior which  may  be  issued.  It  reduces  the  engage- 
ment to  the  merest  hoax.  The  offence  is  to  m  one 
for  which  the  fugitive  could  be  arrested  and  tried, 
if  committed  at  the  place  of  apprehension.  And 
who  supposes  that,  in  the  abolition  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  the  murder  or  robbery  oj^  a  master 
by  his  slave  will  be  admitted  to  be  a  crime  for 
which  the  perpetrator  should  be  delivered  up  to 
justice?  Even  admitting  that,  under  the  common 
law  of  England,  there  may  be  a  killing  of  the  mas- 
ter by  his  slave,  under  circumstances  which  would 
amount  to  murder;  yet  who  could  expect,  in  the 
present  state  of  British  feeling,  that  the  law  could 
be  executed  by  a  British  judge?    Who  would  ex- 

fiect  even  such  a  murderer  to  be  given  up,  much 
ess  when  the  killing  takes  the  form  of  defence 
against  violence,  or  escape  from  oppression?  Who 
expects  a  warrant,  a  decision,  or  a  certificate 
against  a  slave,  under  such  circumstances?  '  If  any 
one,  let  him  read  the  Creole  case,  and  dismiss  his 
vain  and  credulous  hopes.* 
.^ . * 

*^ince  the  conference  between  Lord  Ashburton  and  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  ihe  Foreign  and  American  Anti-slavery 
Society,  lei  him  read  the  account  of  that,  or  even  the  following 
part  of  it: 

''Lord  Ashburton  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  lOth  article, 
and  mentioned  several  particulara  of  the  discussion  that  took 
place,  both  on  that  topic,  and  oihen  relating  to  slaves.  With 
regard  to  the  c^se  of  the  slave  ITackett,  he  did  not  know  all 
the  facts.  Sir  Charles  Bagot  was  known  to  him,  and  he  did 
not  believe  he  would  do  anvthing  intentionall  v  wrong.  But  he 
had  iust  entered  upon  his  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  at 
that  juncture,  of  ptomoting  good  feeling  with  his  great  neigh- 
bor. The  fact  that  the  slave  had  taken  his  master's  waich,  was 
a  circumstance  that  protMbly  went  iigainst  him.  'Had  he  only 
taken  the  horse,'  raid  Ixird  A.  (looking  at  Oerrit  Smith,  rignifi- 
canily,  thbugh  he  could  not  t>e  supposed  ever  lo  have  read  the 
advice  of  that  gentleman  to  fusitlve  slaves,) 'he  would  not,  prob- 
ably, have  tieen  surrendered;  for  you  know  the  horse  was  ne- 
cessary for  his  escape.'  Lord  AitibnrtoH  said  that,  in  framing 
the  10th  article,  ^reat  rare  had  been  taken  to  provide  tliat  infe- 
rior msgistiates  in  Canada  should  have  no  authority  to  aurren 
der  fugitives,  as  had  been  uraed  by  the  oiher  party;  and  that 
only  the  govpinor  himself  could  perform  an  act  of  so  great  im- 
portance. Great  care  would  be  tafc^n.  he  had  no  doubt,  to  pio. 
t<>ct  the  innocent;  and  ihat  the  taking  nf  any  article  necessary  lo 
efTert  an  escape  would  not  be  considered  felonious.  He  raid 
the  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  be  veiy  watchful 
to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under  the  10th  ar- 
ticle." 


I  come,  now,  to  the  case  ofthe  Creole — the  im- 
mediate subject  of  the  correspondence  which  we 
have  been  examining — ^and  shall  be  brief  upon  iu  I 
take  the  case  itself,  from  the  account  of  it  given  hi 
January  last  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  our  min- 
ister in  London,  instructing  him  to  demand  satis- 
faction for  that  outrage  frem  the  Gtovemment  of  ^ 
Great  Britain.  This  is  his  statement,  and  part  of 
his  instructions  to  Mr.  Everett: 

"The  Cretle  was  passing  from  one  port  of  the  United  Slates 
lo  another,  in  a  voyage  perfectly  lawful,  with  merchandise  cm 
board,  and  also  with  slaves,  or  i^ersons  bound  to  service,  natives 
of  Aineiic*!,  and  l)eIonging  to  American  citizens,  and  which  are 
recognised  ae  property  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statas 
in  those  Suites  in  which  slavery  exists.  In  the  couree  of  the 
voyage,  some  of  the  slaves  roee  upon  the  msser  and  crew,  sat- 
dued  them,  murdered  one  man,  and  caused  the  vessel  to  be  car- 
ried into  Nassau.  The  vMsel  was  thus  taken  to  a  Bri'ieh  pent— 
not  voloniarily,  by  those  who  had  the  lawful  authority  over  h^, 
but  forcibly  and  violently,  against  the  master's  will,  and  with 
the  consent  of  nobody  but  the  mutineera  and  murderen;  fer 
there  is  no  evidence  that  these  outrages  were  coromiued  with 
Xhe  concurrence  of  any  ofthe  slaves,  except  those  actuatly  «n- 
gaced  in  ihcm,  Unde;  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  to 
have  been  the  plain  and  obvious  duty  ofthe  authorities  atN»- 
sau,  the  port  of  a  friendly  power,  to  assist  the  American  consul 
in  putting  an  end  to  the  captivity  of  the  master  and  crew,  re* 
storing  to  them  the  control  of  the  vessel,  and  enabling  them  to 
resume  their  voyage,  and  to  take  the  mutineera  and  ronrdenn 
to  their  own  counti7  (O  answer  for  their  crimes  before  the 
proper  tribunal.  One  cannot  conceive  how  any  other  course 
could  jus' ly  be  adopted,  or  how  the  duties  imposed  by  that  oan 
of  the  code  regulating  the  iotercouree  of  friendly  States,  which 
is  generslly  called  the  comity  of  nationiL  could  otherwiae  be  fuU 
filled.  Here  was  no  violation  of  British  law  attempted  or  ia. 
tended  on  the  part  of  the  master  of  >fae  Creole,  nor  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  principles  ot  the  law  of  nations.  The  vesMl  was 
lawfully  engaged  In  passing  from  port  to  port  hi  the  United 
Btales.  By  violence  and  crime  she  waa  carried,  against  the 
master's  will,  out  of  her  course,  and  Into  the  port  of  a  friendly 
power.  All  was  the  result  of  force.  Certainly,  ordinary  caa> 
ity  and  hospitality  entitled  him  to  such  assistance  from  the  ao- 
thorities  of  the  place  as  should  enable  him  to  reeume  and  pross- 
cute  his  voyage,«nd  bring  the  offenden  to  justice.  But,  Innesd 
of  this,  if  the  facts  be  as  represented  in  these  papers,  not  only 
did  the  authorities  give  no  aid  far  any  such  purpose,  but  they 
did  actually  interfere  to  set  free  the  slaves,  and  to  enaMe  tliem  to 
disperse  themselves  beyond  the  reach  ofthe  master  of  the  toi- 
sel  or  their  owners.  A  proceeding  like  this  cannot  but  cause 
deep  feeling  in  the  United  States. 

"It  has  been  my  purpose  to  write  you  at  length  upon  this  sab- 
ject, in  order  that  you  might  lay  before  the  Government  of  her 
Majesty,  fully,  and  without  reserve,  the  views  entertained  upon 
it  by  that  ofthe  United  States,  and  the  grounds  on  which  tboM 
views  are  taken.  But  the  early  return  of  the  packet  predudes 
the  opportunity  of  g  ling  thus  into  the  case  in  this  deapatdi;  and 
as  Lord  Ashburton  may  slionly  be  expected  here,  it  mav  Im  bet- 
ter to  enter  fully  into  It  with  him,  if  his  powen  shall  be  broad 
enough  to  embrace  it.  Some  knowledge  ofthe  case  will  have 
reached  England  before  his  departure;  and  very  probably  hm 
Government  may  have  given  him  instructions.  But  I  request, 
nevertheless,  that  you  lose  no  time  in  calling  Lord  Aberdeors 
attentioq  to  it  In  a  general  manner,  and  giving  him  a  narrative 
of  the  transaction,  such  as  may  be  framed  from  the  papen  iu>w 
communicated;  with  a  distinct  declaration,  ihat  if  the  facts  torn 
out  as  stated,  this  Government  thinks  it  a  cJear  case  for  indem- 
nification. 

"You  will  avail  yourself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  comma- 
nicaiing  to  Lord  Aberdeiln,  in  the  manner  which  ]roa  may  deem 
moat  expedient,  the  substance  of  this  despatch;  and  yoa  wiH  n&> 
ceive  further  instructions  respecting  the  case  of  tlie  Creole^ 
unless  it  shall  become  the  subject  of  discussioa  at  Wash* 
ington. 

*'In  an  your  communications  with  her  Majesty's  GoverDmeor, 
you  willseel(  to  impress  it  with  a  full  conviction  of  the^ng«'r* 
ons  importance  In  the  peace  ofthe  two  countries  of  occurrences 
of  this  kind,  and  ilu  delicate  nature  ofthe  questiona  to  which 
they  give  rise." 

This  was  the  case  of  the  Creole,  and  it  is  well 
and  clearly  stated.  Our  Secretary  writes  well,  bat 
performs  badly.  He  has  well  stated  this  case,  and 
duly  supported  it  by  an  argument  against  the  l^li- 
ty  of  the  conduct  of  the  Nassau  auihoritfes,  In  favor 
of  the  just  title  of  the  injured  owners  to  indemnifi- 
cation, and  the  necessity  for  a  treaty  stipulation  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  ca.^es  so  dangerous  to 
the  peace  of  the  two  countries.  Mr.  Everett  wis 
directed  to  press  the  case  in  London:  the  Secretary 
undertook  to  do  it  here,  if  Lord  Ashburton  brought 
the  proper  powers  with  himv  The  powers  were 
not  brought;  nor  have  they  been  sent,  or  even  sent 
for!  Nothing  in  the  case  of  the  Creole  has  been 
done  in  London;  nothing  here;  and  now  we  are  to 
ratify  a  treaty  from  which  the  whole  case  has  been 
exclotled,  and  tobe  content  with  a  correspondence 
which  contains  a  promise  for  an  engagemenl  which 
is  a  derision  of  our  complaints.  Five  cases  like 
those  of  the  Creole,  dinering  only  in  degree  of 
atrocity,  have  occurred.  In  the  two  firs^  there 
was  pecuniary  compensation  to  the  injured  owners; 
in  none  of  them  has  there  been  reparation  to  the 
insulted  flag  ofthe  United  States:  and  in  the  three 
latter,  there  has  not  even  been  a  suggtsstion  of  in- 
demnifying the  owners.  Great  Britain  is  evidently 
assuming  higher  ground  on  the  subject  ofsUtveiy; 
and  a(\er  the  manner  in  which  we  hare  been 
coerced  into  a  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance  against 
I  slave  takers,  and  after  the  quintuple  treaty  hss  beei^ 
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shown  to  us,  there  is  no  knowing  what  ib  in  btorc 
for  the  slave  possessors. 

Sir,  I  hold  that  the  honor  of  the  Senate  as  a  body, 
and  the  honor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Senators 
^^  now  present  individaaBy,  is  concerned  in  ihe  setile- 
menfr  of  this  Creole  case,  and  the  others  of  the  same 
cla^.  We  have  done  what  invblve?  onr  honor. 
Wc  adopted  resolutions  on  this  subject— strong  and 
just  resolmions— and  adopted  them  unanimously. 
They  declare  this  conduct  of  the  British  local  au- 
thorities to  be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  highly  unjost  to  our  citizens:  and  these  resolu- 
tions, and  the  speeches  in  support  of  ihem,  were 
forwarded  to  London,  to  be  used  by  Mr.  Everett  in 
pressing  the  unsettled  ca^es.  Both  the  resolutions 
and  speeches  seem  to  have  been  disregarded  in 
London:  shall  they  be  disregarded  here?  disregard- 
ed by  the  Senate  which  passed  them,  and  by  the 
Senators  who  spoke  and  voted  for  themi  Here  is 
the  paragraph  of  the  Secretary's  letter  which  in* 
forms  us  of  the  transmission  of  these  resolutions 
and  speeches  to  London,  to  be  laid  before  the  Brit- 
ish  ministry: 

"YoQ  are  acquaiotei)  with  U)«  corretpondenca  which  took 
place  a  few  jeara  ago,  iMtween  the  American  and  English  Gov. 
emmeota,  respecting  the  caaea  of  ibe  Enterprise,  ihe  Cijmet,  and 
the  Bocomiam.  1  sell  your  atienUon  to  ihe  Journal  of  the 
Senate  of  the  Dnlled  Statea,  containing  reaoluiloiia  unanimounljr 
adopted  by  that  body  reapeciing  ihose  caaee.  Tbeee  reeoluiiuna, 
I  beUeve,  have  already  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  her  Ma- 
jesiy'i  Oovemment;  but  it  may  be  well  that  both  the  reeolu- 
tjone  themaelvea,  and  the  debateaupon  them,  should  be  again 
•dverted  to.  You  will  finlj  the  reaolutlona,  of  course,  among 
the  documenta  regularly  tranamiiti  d  to  the  legation,  and  the 
debatea  io  the  newspapers  with  which  it  has  also  been  sup* 
plied  from  this  department^' 

And  here  are  the  resolutions  themselves: 

*'Re$olv€d,  That  a  ship  or  resael  on  the  high  seas,  In  time  of 
peace,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage,  la,  according  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  under  the  exclusive  juriadiciioo  of  the  State  to  which 
her  flag  belongs;— as  much  so  as  If  constituting  a  part  of  her 
oirn  domain. 

*^Jlt$ctved,  That  if  such  sjiip  or  reasel  should  be  foised  by 
itrets  of  weather,  er  other  unavoidable  cause,  into  the  port  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  friendly  power,  she  and  her  careo, 
and  the  persons  on  l>oard,  with  their  property,  and  all  the  rights 
belonging  to  their  personal  relations,  as  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  to  which  ibey  belong,  would  be  placed  under  the 
protection  which  the  lawaof  nationa  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
under  such  circumstances 

^Reaohed^  That  the  brig  Enterprise,  which  was  forced,  un* 
avoidably,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  :Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda 
Uand,  white  on  m.  lawful  voyage  on  the  high  seas,  from  one  part 
of  the  Union  to  another,  comes  within  the  principles  embraced 
bvthe  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  seizure  and  detention 
of  the  negroes  on  l>oard,  by  the  local  authority  of  the  Island,  was 
aa  aetin  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust  to 
oar  own  citizens  to  whom  they  belong." 

I  was  not  one  of  those  who  spoke  in  favor  of  these 
resolQtions;  I  was  satisfied  with  the  speech  of  the 
mover.  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  and  voted  for  them  with  a 
cordial  good  will  I  deemed  them  correct  then: 
I  deem  tnem  so  now.  I  consider  all  the  cases  of 
the  Comet,  the  Encomium,  the  Enterprise,  the  Cre- 
ole, and  the  Hermosa,  to  have  been  violations  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  a  breach  of  good  neighborhood, 
and  a  contempt  for  our  Government.  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  which  refuses  the 
slightest  notice  of  these  outrages,  and  remits  us,  for 
Gar  **saHsfaciion"  to  the  illusory  stipulations  of  an 
empty  and  preposterous  "engagejiuTU"  I  stand  by 
the  resolutions;  and  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  this 
treatv,  to  transfer  their  substance  to  its  pages,^nd 
vindicate  the  rights  of  our  vessels,  under  the  laws 
of  nations,  as  resolved  by  the  Senate.  [The  amend- 
ment was  offered,  and  rejected.*] 

Sir,  this  offence  against  our  ships  and  citizens  is 
one  of  recent  origin,  but  of  increasing  frequency, 
and  of  augmenting  atrocity.  It  is  evidently  a  part 
of  the  abolition  crusade  against  slavery,  and  tends 
to  excite  insurrection  and  servile  war  in  our  coun- 
try. The  first  case  occurred  in  the  year  1830 :  it 
was  that  of  the  Comet,  which  was  stranded  near  the 
ishindof  New  Providence,  and  carried  a  wreck  into 
Nassau,  her  slaves  liberated,  and  the  protest  of  the 
owners  disregarded.  These  slaves  were  paid  for. 
The  next  was  that  of  the  Encomium,  in  1834— the 
same  in  all  respects  as  the  Comet,  and  with  the  same 
results :  the  owners  of  the  slaves  being  eventually 
paid  by  the  British  Government.  The  third  case 
was  that  of  the  Enterprise,  whose  fate  was  the  sub- 1 
jed  of  our  resolves.  It  occurred  in  183&,  and  was 
the  case  of  a  ship  driven  by  tempest  into  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  her  slaves  liberated,  and  the 

' AmMdoeDt  offered  by  Mr.  Bbmton  to  the  British  treaty: 

**That  a  ▼asaal  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voy* 
agB,  and  driven  by  tsmpesL  or  carried  by  violence,  or  forced 
Of  naeasiiiyt  Into  a  British  West  India  port,  doring  peace  with 
Great  Brkala,  shall  be  received  with  ttte  hospitality  doe  to  mis- 
fmofts,  and  be  allowed  to  depart  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
fDd  Willi  all  iMrcontcntaof  penoaa  tod  property.^' 
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pr(jtest  of  the  owners  disregarded.  For  this  out- 
rage" no  atonement  or  compensation  has  been  made, 
notwithstanding  our  brave  resolutions,  and  their 
.imposing  communication  to  the  British  Gk>vem* 
ment.  Then  came  two  case«  together,  worse  than 
all  the  previous  ones — the  Creole,  in  January,  1842, 
-  and  the  Hermosa  immediately  after— cases,  the  one 
of  mutiny,  piracy,  and  murder,  the  other,  of  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  wreckers.  For  these  two  out- 
rages, a»  wen  as  for  that  of  the  Enterprise,  no  in- 
demnity or  redress  of  any  kind  has  been  made. 
Pecuniary  compensation  to  the  owners — an  inade- 
quate redress  to  them,  and  no  atonement  to  our  in- 
sulted sovereignty — ^granted  in  the  two  first  cases, 
is  denied  in  the  three  last:  and  the  go-by  which  has 
been  given  to  the  whole  subject  in  this  mission  of 
peace,  and  the  "satisfaction"  expressed  t>y  the  Pres- 
ident, on  behalf  of  the  country,  at  this  termination 
of  the  business, -must,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Senate, 
operate  as  an  act  of  oblivion  upon  past  outrages, 
and  an  invitation  to  the  commission  of  new  ones. 
At  the  same  time,  12,000  slaves  are  allured  into 
Canada;  and  no  limit  is  seen  to  the  number  which 
will  fifo,  under  the  inducements  which  are  held  out, 
and  the  new  rendezvous  which  the  consolidation  of 
British  power  on  the  frontiers  of  Maine  will  pre- 
sent. The  South,  left  alone  by  the  separate  treaty 
now  maile  for  the  Northern  States,  and  with  the 
sympathies  of  half  the  Union  and  all  the  world 
against  her,  must  now  expect  greater  outrages  than 
ever,  in  all  that  relates  to  her  slave  property.  The 
British  have  now  evidently  constituted  themselves 
the  guardians  and  protectors  of  our  slaves;  and, 
while  our  three  millions  of  black  slaves  are  better 
fed,  better  clothed,  better  lodged,  less  worked,  have 
more  liberty,  more  knowledge,  and  speak  better 
English,  than  the  same  number  of  her  English  pop- 
ulation, (laborers  and  paupers) — to  say  nothing  of 
the  poor  Irish,  Scotch,  Asiatics,  and  others, — while 
this  is  the  difference,  to  the  disadvantage  of  her 
own  white  subjects,  all  her  sympathies  are  in  exer- 
cise for  our  blacks !  Is  it  humanity,  or  policy,  that 
works  in  this  strange  way'?  Is  it  love  or  the  slave, 
or  the  hatred  of  the  master,  that  works  in  this 
way*? 

The  term  Souths  as  indicating  the  slave-holding 
region  in  this  Union,  is  now  become  a  term  of 
enlarged  and  extended  application,  and  is  fast, 
shiAing  to  the  West.  But  lately  applied  to  five  At-' 
lantlc,  it  now  includes  seven  transmontane  States; 
the  former  decreasing;  the  latter  increasing.  The 
five  Atlantic  slave  States  lose  fifteen  Representa- 
tives under  the  late  census:  the  seven  Western 
gain  eight.  Their  relative  strength  is  now  about 
equal.  At  the  census  of  1850,  that  of  the  West- 
ern seven  must  greatly  preponderate; -and,  after 
that  period,  the  gap  between  them  must  go  on  in- 
creasing, in  the  double  ratio  of  the  loss  in  one  and 
the  gain  in  the  other.  The  slave  interest,  already 
equalling  in  the  great  West  that  of  the  Atlantic, 
must  soon  find  its  chief  seat  there;  and  it  behooves 
the  Representatives  from  that  qitarter  to  attend 
in  time  to  what  must  soon  become  a  chief  subject 
of  their  care.  The  liberation  of  slaves  from 
^recked  vessels  among  the  Bahama  islands,  is 
but  a  branch  of  a  vast  system;  but  it  is  a  branch 
of  it  which  addresses  itself  directly  to  the  slave 
States  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
passage  through  these  British  islands  is  their 
line  of  communication  with  the  Atlantic  States, 
with  the  high  seas,  and  with  the  whole  world. 
They  cannot  tolerate  the  insecurity  of  that  passage, 
either  for  themselves  or  their  property.  Rather 
they  should  say  of  that  passage,  and  of  the  gulf 
from  which  it  leads,  as  the  Romans  said  of  the 
Mediterranean — mare  nostrum !  and  act  upon  the 
assumption.  The  masters  of  the  Mississippi  should 
command  the  outlet  from  the  rezfiuviorum.  As 
a  Senator  fVom  that  great  region,  I  feel  the  respon- 
sibilities of  mv  position,  and  the  gravity  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  surround  us.  The  pretension  to 
liberate  slaves  between  New  Orleans  and  the  At- 
lantic Slates,  is  a  blow  at  the  Great  West— one 
blow  out  of  many  which  the  anti-slave  allies  are 
preparing  for  her.  This  treaty ^  by  shirking  the 
question,  sanctions  that  pretension;  and  I  feel 
bound  to  oppose  it.  A  treaty  of  peace,  as  it  is  call- 
ed— the  fruit  of  a  mission  sent  out  to  settle  every- 
thing—the approved  of  a 'Southern  President:  it 
still  leaves  unsettled  the  large  question  which  con- 
cerns the  twelve  States  which  stretch  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Missouri,  and  from  the  39th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  to  the  Gulf.  Such  a  question,  affect* 
ing  so  many  States,  and  so  pregnant  of  war,  de- 
served  to  be  settled-«descnred  something  very  dif* 


ferent  from  igtlotnlniotis  exclusion  from  the  Ir^^aty^ 
and  derisory  dismission  to  the  safeguard  of  a  cor- 
respondence and  an  engagement.  The  peace  mis- 
sion has  put  this  question,  and  the  subject  of  which 
it  is  part,  on  the  high  road  to  war.  To.  go  with 
the  British  to  Africa,  to  fight  for  slaves,  while  the 
British  are  liberating,  enticing  away,  and  exciting 
to  revolt  our  slaves  at  home,  is  te  commit  a  folly 
of  which  the  fruit  must  be  shame  and  resentment, 
and  all  their  disastrous  effects. 

The  case  of  the  Caroline,  to  which  I  now  pro- 
ceed, completes  the  list  of  the  seven  subjects  which 
the  rresident  informs  us  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  neg^ators.  He  does  not  teli  us  that  no  other 
subject  occupied  their  deliberations;  and  the  want  of 
protocols  disables  us  from  knowing.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts, 
or  any  provision  or  guaranty  for  their  payment, 
constituted  any  part  of  the  cmjects  of  the  ^ciai 
mission,  if  they  did,  we  ought  to  know  itj  and  to 
know  what  was  demanded  on  one  side,  and  what 
was  promised  or  denied  on  the  other.  Informality 
of  the  conference  will  make  no  difference.  Every- 
thing was  informal  in  this  anomalous  negotiation. 
Wat  Tyler  never  hated  the  ink-horn  worse  than 
our  Secretary-negotiator  hated  it  upon  this  occa- 
sion. It  was  only  after  a  thing  was  finished, 
that  the  pen  was  resorted  to;  and  then  merely  to  re- 
cord the  agreement,  and  put  a  face  upon  it  for  the 
public  eye.  In  this  way  many  things  may  have 
been  discussed,  which  leave  no  written  trace  behind 
them;  and  it  would  be  a  curious  circums-tance  if  so 
large  a  subject,  and  one  so  delicate  as  the  State 
debts,  should  find  itself  in  that  predicament.  In  the 
absence  of  all  evidence,  I  have  no  right  to  an  opin- 
ion on  the.  point;  but,  as  a  Senator,  and  a  part  of 
the  ireaty-makine  power,  I  have  a  right  to  know 
the  facts;  and  shall  submit  a  call  upon  the  President 
for  that  purpose.  [The  call  was  submitted,  but  not 
acted  upon  for  want  of  time.] 

The  Caroline  is  the  la.st  of  the  seven  subjects  in 
the  arrangement  which  I  make  of  them.  I  reserve 
it  for  the  last;  the  extreme  ignominy  of  its  termina- 
tion making  it,  in  my  opinion,  the  natural  conclu- 
sion of  a  disgraceful  negotiation.  It  is  a  case  in 
which  all  the  sources  of  national  degradation  seem 
to  have  been  put  in  requisition:~dipIomacy;  legis- 
lation; the  juaiciar^;  and  even  the  military.  To 
volunteer  propitiations  to  Great  Britain,  and  to 
deprecate  her  wrath,  seem  to  have  been  the  sole 
concern  of  the  Administration,  when  signal  repara- 
lioif  was  due  from  her  to  us. 

The  case  of  the  Caroline  is  now  near  four  years 
old.  It  occurred  in  December  of  the  year  1838, 
under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration;  but  it  was 
not  until  March,  1841,  and  until  the  new  Admin- 
istration was  in  power,  that  the  question  assumed  its 
high  character  of  a  quarrel  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  Before  that  tinoe,  th% 
outrage  upon  the  Caroline  was  only  the  act  of  the 
individuals  engaged  in  it.  The  arrest  of  one  of 
these  individuals  brought  out  the  British  Gk)vem- 
ment.  She  assumed  the  offence;  alleged  the  out- 
rage to  have1)een  perpetrated  by  her  authority;  and 
demanded  the  release  of  McLeod,  imder  the  clear 
implication  of  a  national  threat  if  he  was  not  sur- 
rendered.* The  release  was  demanded  uncondi- 
tionally—not  the  slightest  apology  or  atonement  bf- 
ing  offered  for  the  outrage  on  the  Caroline,  out  of 
which  the  arrest  of  McLeod  grew.  The  arrogant 
demand  of  the  British  was  delivered  to  the  new 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  12th  day  of  March. 
Instead  of  refusing  to  answer  under  a  threat,  he 
answered  the  sooner;  and,  in  his  answer,  went  far 
beyond  what  the  minister  [Mr.  Fox]  had  demanded. 
He  despatched  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  to  New  York,  to  act  as  counsel  for  ^cLiCod; 
he  sent  a  Major  General  of  the  United  States  army 
along  with  him,  to  give  emphasis  to  his  presence;  and 
he  gave  a  false  version  to  the  law  of  nations,  which 
would  not  only  cover  the  McLeod  case,  but  all  suc- 
ceeding cases  of  the  same  kind.  I  consider  all  this 
the  work  of  the  State  Department;  for  General 
Harrison  was  too  new  in  his  ofiice,  too  much  over- 
whelmed by  the  army  of  applicants  who  besieged 
him  and  soon  destroyed  his  life,  to  have  the  time 
to  study  the  questions  to  which  the  arrest  of  Mc- 
Leod, and  the  demand  for  his  release,  and  the  as- 
sumption of  his  crime  by  the  British  Government, 

"•Bat,  be  that  ■«  it  may,  her  Mejeeiy'e  Oovernmeoi  formally 
demand,  upon  the  groonoi  already  ecated,  the  immediate  re- 
leaM  of  Mr.  McLeod;  and  her  Mijeinr'e  Oovernmeni  enireal 
the  Pieeideot  ofUM  United  Statea  to  take  Into  hie  moat  detiber- 
ate  oofieMaiatien  the  aeriow  nature  of  the  coneeqoeiicei  wUdi 
muKeo«wftomaH«etii>nofthifd0aMPdY'*  ^^ 
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all  gave  rise.  Such  questions  were  of  necessity  leA 
to  the  State  Department;  and  as  the  acts  of  that  de- 
partment, I  consider  all  that  was  done  in  relation  to 
McLeod  in  the  month  of  March,  1841.  It  was  in 
that  monUi  that  the  case  reversed  the  aspect  under 
which  our  Government  had  viewed  it;  received  its 
new  direction;  and  commenced  the  course  which 
has  just  received  the  disgraceful  termination  which 
the*  President  has  communicated. 

BlcLeod  had  been  arrested  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1840.  while  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  still  Pres- 
ident; and  a  demand  was  then^  made  for  his  release. 
The  release  was  refused;  and  all  interfeAnce  with 
the  State  courts  declined.  The  answer  to  this  ef- 
fect, given  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Mr.  Fox,  was  read  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
in  January,  1841,  and  received  unanimous  appro- 
bation,   ooon  afler,  the  decision  of  the  New  York 

'  court  was  given,  and  was  to  the  same  effect;  and 
thus,  at  that  period,  the  President,  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  a  State  court,  were  all  of  one 
opinion^that  the  assumption  of  his  oiTence  by  his 
Go^mment  made  no  aifference  to  McLeod;  that 
he  was  responsible  to  the  State  laws  for  crossing 
the  boundary  to  commit  murder  and  arson;  that  t)ie 
two  countries  being  at  peace,  it  was  not  a  military, 
but  a  piratical  expedition;  that  the  assumption  of 
his  offence  only  added  another  to  the  list  ot  offend- 
ers, without  giving  the  first  a  ri|[ht  to  immunity: 
ana  that  the  uovemment  of  the  United  States  would 
interfere  in  no  way  in  the  State  administration  of  jus- 
tice. Reversing  all  thus,  the  United  States  Attor- 
ney General  was  sent  to  defend  McLeod^*  a  general 
officer  sent  with  him;  his  release  solicited  of  the 
State;  an  appeal  ordered  to  be  taken  in  bis  behalf  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  a  new  ver- 
sion ot  the  laws  of  nations  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion; and  every  preparation  made,  and  every  step 

'  takes,  to  propitiate  the  British  for  the  arreU  of  a 
subject,  without  exacting  any  reparation  from  them 
for  the  invasion  of  our  territory,  the  murder  of  our 
citizens,  and  conflagration  of  a  vessel  at  anchor  in 
the  waters  of  her  own  country. 

These  proceedings  took  place  in  the  brief  inter- 
val between  the  accession  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion to  power,  in  March,  and  the  meeting  of  the  ex- 
traordinary session  of  Congress  in  the  month  of 
May  following.  Of  course  they  were  all  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  at  that  session;  and,  as  they 
were  wrong  in  themselves,  and  contradictory  to  the 
course  taken  and  approved  during  Mr.  Ai'an  Bu- 
Ten's  administration,  they  received  the  severest 
reprehension.  The  Republican  members  con- 
demned them  in  a  body;  and  the  measures  for  the 
release  of  McLeod,  under  the  new  reading  of  the 
law  of  nations,  became  the  eminent  subject  of  ani- 
madversion. The  friends  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion, having  both  the  facts  and  the  law  clearly 

«agamst  them,  took  lofty  ground  in  another  direc- 
tion. They  assumed  a  Roman  attitude;  declared  it 
to  be  unbecoming  a  ^reat  nation  to  punish  the  sub- 
ject, when  the  sovereign  assumed  the  offence;  cited 
Roman  maxims  and  examples  to  show  that  the  mag- 
nanimous way  was  to  dismiss  the  instrument,  and 
seize  the  chiei;  and  they  were  profuse  in  their  un- 
dertakings for  the  Roman  manner  in  which  Messrs. 
Tyler  and  Webster  would  hold  the  British  Crown 
to  account,  after  washing  their  hands  of  the  wretch 
McLeod.t    The  Republicans  put  no  faith  in  all 


"'Hairing  eoMolied  with  the  Goremor,  jou  will  proceed  to 
Lockport,  er  wherever  else  the  trifti  may  be  holden,  and  furniflh 

*  the  prieoner'f  couDsel  with  llie  evidence  of  which  you  will  be 
in  poMeesioo  material  lo  hia  defeoce.  You  will  aee  that  he 
have  akiiral  and  eminent  coaneel,  if  such  be  not  already  re- 
tained; and  althoQgh  you  are  not  desired  to  act  as  counsel 
youraeir,  you  will  cause  it  to  be  sknified  to  him,  and  to  the 
gentleman  who  may  conduct  bis  defence,  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
this  Government  that,  in  case  his  defence  be  overruled  by  the 
court  in  which  he  shall  t>e  tried,  proper  steps  be  taken  Immedi- 
ately for  removing  the  cause,  by  writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States."— JIfr.  Web»ter*9  Imtmctioru  to 

.  Mr.  Crittenden^  March  16, 1841. 

t  **Ton  (the  British  Govemtnent)  now  avow  the  destruction 
of  the  Oaroltne  as  •  public  act  of  military  and  naval  force,  done 
under  your  authority. 

** Henceforward,  McLe<}d  and  others,  who  acted  undf>r  your 

ordem,  must  stand  excused  in  the  eye  of  ihe  law.    Ijtt  the 

Qourtf,  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  which  of  light  be- 

.  locicsto  them^allow  his  plea  of  immunity  and  dis;;harge;  but 

.  we  bold  you  responsible  in  hi*  place,  thiough  all  those  modes 

of  international  redress  which  the  code  of  nations  has  provided 

for  the  prosecution  or  vindication  of  national  rights.     The 

.  American  people-^iDdliere  (saidMr.  R.)I  use,  in  part,  the  very 

,  words  of  ine  answer  returned  by  the  Secretary  of  State— not 

distrustful  of  their  ability  to  redress  public  wrongs  by  public 

*  means,  are  incapable  of  the  poor  revenge  of  pursuing  an  indi- 
*nri0ual  fot  a  national  oflTenoe,  in  which  he  was  but  the  instru- 
ment of  his  Government. 

*  **Mr.  Rivsa  appealed  to  the  Benate— to  the  sentiment  of 
AoMrican  pride--4o  that  Roman  spirit  which,  be  believed,  yei 
•urvived  in  the  bosoniBof  his  country  men— to  say  whetlier  such 


these  fine  profesiuons.    They  believed  it  was*  all  a 

{pretext  to  gel  out  of  a  difficullv;  that,  what  between 
ove  and  fear  of  the  British,  the  Federal  party  was 
unwilling  lo  punish  McLeod,  or  to  see  himputf- 
ished  by  the  State  of  New  York;  that  the  design 
was  to  get  rid  of  responsibility,  by  getting  rid  of  the 
man;  and,  that  when  he  was  gone,  we  should  hear 
no  more  of  these  new  Romans  calling  hk  sovereign 
to  account.  This  was  the  opinionof  the  Democ- 
racy, very  freely  expressed  at  the  lime;  and  so  it 
has  .all  turned  out  to 'be. .  McLeod  was  acquitted, 
and  got  off;  the  British  Government  became  re- 
sponsible, on  the  Administration's  own  principles; 
they  haVe  not  been  held  to  that  responsibility;  no 
atonement  or  apology  has  been  made  for  the  na- 
tional outrage  at  Schlosser;  and  the  President  in- 
forms us  that  no  further  complaint,  on  account  of 
this  aggression  on  the  soil  and  sovereignty  of  the 
Union,  and  the  lives  of  its  citizens,  is  to  be  made ! 
The  message  is  in  these  words: 

*The  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  Schlosser,  four 
or  five  years  ago,  occasioned  no  small  degree  of  excitement  at 
the  time,  and  became  the  subject  of  correspondence  between 
the  two  Governments.  Tiiat  correspond^'nce,  having  lieen  sus- 
pended for  a  considerable  period,  was  renewed  in  the  spring-  of 
the  last  year;  but,  no  satisfactory  result  having  been  arrived 
at,  it  was  thought  proper,  though  the  occurrence  had  ceased  to  be 
fresh  and  recent,  not  to  omit  attention  to  it  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. It  has  only  l>een  so  far  discussed,  in  the  correspondence 
now  submitted,  ns  it  was  accomplished  by  a  violation  of  (he 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Tne  letter  of  the  British  minis- 
ter, while  he  attempts  to  justify  that  viulaiion  upon  the  ground 
of  a  pressing  and  ovemihng  neceasiiy— admitting,  nevertheless, 
that,  even  ifjustifiable,  an  apology  teat  due /or  t/— and  accom- 
panying this  acknowledgment  with  assurances  of  the  sacred 
regard  of  his  Government  for  the  inviolabilitv  of  national  ter- 
ritory, has  seemed  to  me  sufficient  to  warrant  forbearance  from 
any  further 'remonntrance  against  wliat  took  place  as  an  ag- 
gression on  the  soil  and  territory  of  thlscountry.'' 

This  paragraph,  from  the  message  of  the  9lh  of 
August,  is  a  pretty  faithful  transcript  from  Mr. 
Webster's  note  to  Lord  Ashburton  of  the  6th;  and 
as  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  comment  on  the  ori- 
ginal than  on  the  copy,  I  will  read  that  original, 
and  reserve  my  comments  for  it : 

'  Understanding  these  principles  alike,  the  difference  between 
the  two  Governments  is  only  whether  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
^Caroline'  make  out  a  case  of  such  necessity  for  the  purpoee 
of  self-defence.  Seeing  that  the  transaction  is  not  recent,  hav. 
ing  happened  in  thetimeof  oneof  hispredeeessors;  seeing  that 
your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  your  Government,  solemnly  de- 
clares that  no  slight  or  disrespect  was  intended  to  the  sovereign 
authority  of  the  United  Sutee;  seeing  that  it  is  acknowledged 
thatj  whether  justifiable  or  not,  tttere  was  yet  a  violation  of  tlie 
temtorr  of  the  United  Stateai  and  ttiat  you  are  instructed  to  say 
that  your  Government  consioer  that  as  a  moet  eerioue  occur- 
rence; seeing,  finally,  that  it  is  now  admitted  that  an  espla- 
nation  and  apology  for  tkie  violation  xoae  due  at  the  ttme. 
the  President  is  content  to  receive  these  acknowledgments  ana 
assurances  in  the  cooeiliatoiy  spirit  which  marks  your  Lord- 
ship's letter,  and  will  make  this  subject,  as  a  complaint  of  viola* 
Uon  of  territory,  the  topic  of  no  further  discussion  between  the 
two  Govemfticnts." 

I  pretermit  the  remarks  upon  the  doctrines  of  this 

a  reply  was  not  worthy  of  the  country  and  tlie  Govemmenti 
^Pareere  aubjeetie  «f  aebellare  euperboa"  was  the  dictate  of  a 
lofty  and  magnanimons  spirit,  whether  in  individuals  or  in 
States.  Historians  have  recorded  the  conduct  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  on  the  occasion  of  their  ambassador  l)eing  killed  by  the 
subjects  of  Demetrius,  one  of  the  nuMt  powerful  princes  of  an- 
tiquity. Demetrius  delivered  up  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  to 
the  Romans;  but  the  Senate,  suspecting  that  he  had  connived 
at  or  encouraged  the  cnrre,  immediately  sent  back  the  individ- 
ual ofTeijflers,  notifying  Demetrius  that  they  would  hold  the 
sovereign,  and  not  the  subject,  responsible.  Is  it  in  following 
the  example  of  that  proud  republic  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  finds  a  ground  for  imputing  to  the  Arimin- 
istration.  in  the  case  of  McLeod,  a  want  of  pioper  national  tone 
and  spirtti 

'The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  nmy  dismiss  his  apprehen- 
sions that  tiie  honor  of  the  country  will  be  compromised  in  the 
hands  of  those  to  whom  the  nation  has  intrusted  its  keeping. 
The  Chief  Magistrate,  who  now  so  worthily  fills  the  place  of 
the  lamented  Harrison,  has  eiven,  in  a  life  of  honorable  and  pa- 
triotic service,  pledges  on  which  the  country  can  repose.  He 
has  announced  the  maxims  of  his  policv  towards  foreign  pow- 
ers in  terms  which  cannot  but  command  the  universal  assent — 
in  render  justice  to  all,  submitting  to  injustice  from  none;  and, 
while  sedulously  cultivating  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  esteeming  it  'his  most  imperative  du- 
ty to  see  that  the  honor  of  the  country  shall  sustain  no  blemish.' 
To  these  sentiments  of  the  President,  we  find  a  faithful  echo  in 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  close  of  his  letter 
to  Mr  Fox. 

*'  'This  republic  does  not  wisS  to  disturb  the  tranquillitv  of  the 
world.  Its  object  is  peace— its  policy,  peace.  But  still  it  is 
jealous  of  its  rights,  and,  among  othets,  and  most  especially,  of 
the  right  of  the  absolute  immtmity  of  its  territory  from  asgies 
sion  from  abroad;  and  these  rights  it  Is  the  duty  and  determina- 
tion of  this  Government  fully,  and  at  all  times,  to  maintain; 
while  it  will,  at  the  same  lime,  as  scrupulously  refrain  from  in 
fringing  on  the  rights  of  oiheis.' 

"In  sentiments  such  as  these,  we  have  an  abundant  guaranty 
that  nothing  will  be  done  or  suffered  by  the  present  Admiitistra 
tioo  which  shall  strike  us  from  the  high  rank  among  the  naiions 
where  the  virtuous  struggles  of  our  ancestors  have  placed  Ufi>; 
and  that  it  will  steadily  pursue  the  noble  end  comprehensive 
rule  of  action  laid  down  hv  one  of  our  early  and  most  illustri- 
ous Presidents — to  merit  the  character  of  a  just,  and  tu  main- 
tain that  of  an  independent,  nation;  preferring  evtry  conse- 
quence to  Insult  and  habitual  wrong."— Jtfr.;J?tr«*s  speech^  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 


letter  for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  into 
its  statementof /ac/5.  The  letter,  very  clearly,  intends 
to  induce  the  public  to  believe  that  there  has  been  an 
apology  made  to  the  United  Slates  by  Great  Britain 
for  the  invasion,  the  murder,  and  the  arson  com- 
mitted upon  us  at  Schlosser:  when  the  (act  is,  no 
such  apology  has  been  made,  and  the  correspond- 
ence snows  it.  To  that  correspondence,  then,  we 
have  recourse  to  settle  this  question  of  fact;  and 
this  is  quickly  done.  It  happens  that  there  are 
three  notes  upon  this  snbjeci:  a  brief  one  of  the 
27th  of  July,  from  the  American  to  the  British  ne- 
gotiator; a  letter  of  some  length  from  Liord  Ash- 
burton, in  answer,  of  the  28ih  of  the  same  month; 
and  a  brief  rejoinder  to  it,  in  a  note  of  the  6ih  of 
August,  from  Mr.  Webster.  In  this  narrow  com- 
pass lie  all  the  facts  of  this  supposed  apology;  and 
I  propose  to  set  them  out  with  the  brevity,  precis- 
ion, and  fairness  which  are  due  to  the  occasicm. 
The  opening  note  of  the  American  negotiator  of 
the  27ih  of  July,  contains  a  vital  declaration  oa 
this  point.  It  says  that,  up  to  that  day,  tw  aUne- 
merUf  or  even  apology ^  had  been  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  this  outra^  and  asks  his 
Lordship's  grave  attention  to  it.  fiisnote  is  in  these 
words: 

*  That  act  i^  of  itself,  a  wrong,  and  an  offence  to  the  sove- 
reignty and  the  dignity  of  the  United  States— lielng  a  violaUoo 
of  their  soil  and  territory;  a  wrong  for  which,  to  this  dcy.  iw 
\  atonement,  or  even  apology,  has  been  made  by  tier  Majeaty^i 
Government.  Tour  Lordship  cannot  but  be  aware  that  self- 
respect,  the  consciousnesr  of  independence  and  national  eqoal- 
ity,  anil  a  sensitiveness  to  whatever  may  touch  the  honor  of  the 
country — a  sensitiveness  which  this  Government  will  ever  fesi 
and  ever  cultivate  -make this  a  matter  of  high  importancr, 
and  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask  for  it  your  Lordship't  grava  ooo- 
sideration." 

•  This  note  is  conclusive  on  the  question  of  the 
\apology  up  to  the  day  of  its  date,  which  was  very 
near  the  termination  of  the  special  mission.  The 
date  was  the  27th  of  July^  It  is  also  pointed  and 
urgent  in  calling  the  special  minister's  grave  atten- 
tion to  a  wrong  which  he  properly  qualifies  as  an 
offence  to  the  sovereignty  ana  dignity  of  the  United 
States.  The  minister  does,  in  fact,  promptly  give 
his  altenlion  to  this  call;  for  on  the  next  day,  (July 
2Bth)  he  writes  an  elaborate  letter  of  justtfication 
of  the  outrage,  intermixed  with  such  phrases  of 
civility  as  might  stand  for  what  they  are  worth  to 
the  American  Government,  but  which  he  took 
care  should  stand  for  nothing  with  respect  to  his 
own.  Unluckily,  however,  for  the  American  ne- 
gotiator, whose  note  was  so  pressing  and  pointed, 
he  shows  that  the  Administration  was  already  satis- 
fied with  the  verbal  "explanations''  which  he  bad  of- 
fered; and  that  it  was  to  getsomething  for  publication, 
and  to  satisfy  the  pubUc  mind^  that  the  note  was  now 
addressed  to  him!  All  this  is  very  unlucky  for 
the  Secretary-negotiator,  (whose  note  would  other- 
wise have  been  considered  as  being  in  a  very  prop- 
er spirit;)  but,  taken  in  the  sense  of  an  attempt  to 
get  something  for  the  public,  after  the  Administra- 
tion was  satisfied  with  explanatums^  (verbal,  of 
course;  for  there  were  no  protocols,)  and  the  thing 
assumes  an  awkward  countenance.  But  let  as 
hear  his  Lordship.    He  says: 

*The  note  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me  Uia  fHh  ia* 
stent,  iemin(L  me  that,  however  disposed  your  Govenowtrf 
might  l)e  to  be  sat  isfied  with  the  explanations  wliickit  has 
been  my  duty  to  offer,  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  public  ml»i 
requires  that  ihe«e  explanations  should  t>e  more  durablr  i» 
corde«l  in  our  corres(>ondence;  and  you  send  me  a  topj  oiym 
note  to  Mr.  Fox,  her  Britannic  Majesty'r  minister  iters,  aii<J  an 
extract  from  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  ftaut 
to  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  as  a  ready 
mode  of  presenting  the  view  entertained  on  this  subjea  bj  dM 
Govemmentof  the  United  States  '' 

Here  his  Lordship  explains  the  reason  of  this 
correspondence;  and  shows  it  to  be,  like  all  the 
rest  of  the  correspondence  in  this  strange  nego- 
tiation, an  afterpiece,  got  up  al^er  the  negotiators 
were  of  accord,  and  only  intended  to  satisfy  the 
curiosity  of  the  public.  His  Lordship  proceeds 
then  with  great  good  nature,  weighing,  measuring, 
and  counting  his  words,  and  evidently  detemrined 
to  go  as  far  as  he  possibly  could  to  accomplish  the 
Secretary's  design,  without  commiuing  nis  Got- 
emment  to  anything.  -  He,  therefore,  delivers 
phrases  in  this  wise,  for  the  Secretary  to  show  to 
the  people. 

"Nearly  five  yearsare  now  pa«si?d  since  this  occurt«nce;^t)Mr8 
has  l>een  time  for  the  public  to  deliberate  upon  it  calmlv;  end  I 
believe  !  may  take  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  candid  and  booora- 
ble  men,  that  the  Ilritish  officers  w^  o  executed  this  tfansactiaa, 
and  their  Government  who  approved  it,  intended  no  sUsfai  er 
disrespect  to  the  sovereign  suthoriiy  of  the  United  ScMes. 
That  thev  intended  no  such  disrespect,  iTan  mnsl  in?si)nty 
affirm;  and  T  tntfit  it  will  he  admitted  that  no  inferaiM»4o  tfct 
contrary  can  fsirly  be  drawn,  even  by  the  puwlaBaCfpcms  \% 
pointsof  national  honor." 
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yAc  ^rtVwA  Treaty —Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


bamboozled  with  the  story  of  an  apology  in  the* 
letter  of  Lord  Ashburionl 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Johnson  was  accustomed  to 
say  that  there  was  a' certain  amoiint  of  gullibility  . 
in  the  public  mind,  which  must  be  provided  for.  I 
It  would  seem  that  our  Seqrctary  negotiator  had  • 
possessed  himself  of  this  idea,  and  charged  him- 
self with  the  duties  under  it,  and  had  deierpiined 
to  make  full  provision  for  all  the  gullibility  now 
extant.    He  has  certainly  provided  quaiiUim  suf- 
ficU  of  humbnggery  in  this  treaty,  and  in  his  cor- 
respondence in  defence  of  it,  to  gorge  the  stomachs 
of  all  the  gulls  of  the  present  generation,  both  in 
Europe  and  America. 

No,  Sir,  No  apology  is  made,  or  intended  to  be 
be  made,  for  this  outrage.  So  far  from  it,  the  Brit« 
ish  Government  and  people  are  lavishing  rewards 
upon  the  perpetrators.  McNab  is  knighted!  Drew, 
promoted!  the  wounded  are  pensioned;  all  are  hon- 
ored! la  this  very  moment,  while  humbling  our- 
selves in  a  correspondence,  disgracing  ourselves  in 
a  treaty,  and  trucklinpr  in  an  act  of  Congress  to 
propitiate  Great  Britam,  and  to  satisfy  her  for  the  ' 
arrest  of  McLeod, — in  this  very  instant,  the  ring- 
leaders in  the  cowardly  midnight  aggression  are 
complimented  for  it  in  the  capital  of  the  British 
empire,  and  in  the  face  of  all  Europe.  A  public 
dinner,  presided  at  by  a  Duke,  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond,) attended  by  a  long  list  ofpeers  of  the  realm, 
members  of  Parliament,  and  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  is  given  to  McNab  and  Drew.  Speeches 
and  toasts  are  lavished  upon  them,  as  upon  heroes 
who  "have  won  immortal  honor.  The  sneaking, 
cowardly,  midnight  assassin  attack  by  a  detachment 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  Great  Britain  upon  a  de- 
fenceless steamboat,  tied  to  the  shore,  and  her  peo- 
ple all  asleep — and  this  to  the  cry  of  no  quarter— is 
placed  upon  a  level,  in  these  speeches  and  toasts, 
with  the  great  actions  which  nave  illustrated  the 
arms  of  Britain's  greatest  heroes.*  >  An   actioh 
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*Ahboiifh  ll  ia  iM^eved  thai  a  candid  and  impartlaJ  consider- 
adoo  of  the  wbola  hiatory  of  this  unfortunate  event  will  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  grounds  of  justification  as  strong 
as  were  ever  presented  in  sucn  cases;  and,  above  all,  that  no 
■light  of  (he  authority  of  the  United  States  was  ever  intended; 
701,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  was^  in  the  hurried  execu- 
tion of  litis  necessary  service,  a  viQlation  of  territpry;  and  I 
am  instructed  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty's  Gorernment 
conaider  tkU  aa  amoat  serious  fact;  and  that,  far  from  think- 
ing that  an  event  of  this  kind  should  he  lightly  risked,  they 
would  anfiBte[nedlv  dtaprecate  its  recurrence.  Looking  back  to 
what  passedat thu  distance  of  time,  what  is,  pirhaps^  most 
to  6s  regretted,  fs,  that  some  ettplanation  end  apology  for 
t/usoeeurrence  u>eu  not  immediately  made.  This,  with  a  frank 
explanation  of  the  necessity  of  the  cane,  might,  and  probably 
would,  Iwve  prevented  mueh  of  the  exasperation,  and  of  the 
■ubseqiieat  complaints  and  recriminations  to  which  it  gave 
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**l  tnsi,  air,  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  hope  that  all  feelings 
of  rosentmeiit  and  ill-will  resulting  from  these  truly  unfortu- 
nate events,  may  be  burled  in  oblivion;  and  that  they  may  be 
•Qccoeded  by  those  of  harmony  and  friendship,  which  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  Interest,  and,  I  also  believe,  the  mclinatioo  of  all 
to  promote." 

This  is  the  extent,  and  the  whole  extent,  to  which 
the  special  minister,  with  all  his  politeness  and 

food  nature,  and  with  all  his  desire  to  furnish  the 
Ldministration  with  something  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic, could  possibly  go.  The  only  thing  which  I  see 
him  instructed  by  his  Government  to  say,  or  which 
in  itself  amounts  to  a  positive  declaration,  is  the 
averment  that  her  Majesty's  Government  "coTisiders 
it  a  most  serious  fact"  that,  in  the  hurried  execution 
of  this  necessary  service,  a  violation  of  the 
TJnited  States  territory  was  committed.  This  is 
admitted  to  be  a  fact!— a  serious  factl^and  a  most 
serious  fact!  But  as  for  any  sorrow  for  it,  or  apolo- 
gy for  it,  or  promise  not  to  commit  such  serious 
facts  again,  or  even  not  to  be  so  hurried  the  next 
time, — this  is  what  the  minister  nowhere  sajrs,  or 
insinuates.  On  the  contrary,  just  the  reverse  is  de- 
claredj  for  the  justification  of  this  "most  serious 
fact"  as  being  the  result  of  a  hurried  execution  of 
a  '*7iecessary  service^"  is  an  explicit  averment  that 
the  aforesaid  "most  serious  fact"  will  be  repeated 
just  so  often  as  her  Majesty's  Government  shall 
deem  it  necessary  to  her  service.  As  to  the  polite 
declaration  that  no  disrespect  was  i<)tended  to  the 
United  States  while  invading  its  territory,  killing 
its  citizens,  setting  a  steamboat  on  fire,  and  send- 
ing her  in  flames  over  the  falls  oi  Niagara, — such 
a  declaration  is  about  e(^uivalent  to  telling  a  man 
that  you  mean  him  no  disrespect  while  cudgelling 
him  with  both  hands  over  the  head  and  shoulders. 

Bat,  apology!  the  word  "apology"   is  actually 
mentioned  in  tne  minister's  letter;  and,  being  there — 
BO  matter  how,  or  for  what  purpose,  or  with  what 
qaalifications^it  is  seized,  first  by  the  Secretary, 
and  then  by  the  President}  its  meaning  changed  on 
each  occasion,  by  omitting  the  qualifications;  and 
then  presented  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
an  aetoal  admined  apology  due  from  the  British 
Government  to  ours.    But,  let  us  see  this  word, 
how  the  minister  uses  it,  and  how  far  its  meaning 
is  altered  in  the  subs^nent  production  and  repro- 
duction  which  it  has  undergone.    The  minister 
says:  **  What  is,  perhaps,  most  to  be  regretUd,  is, 
that  some  explanation  or  apology  for  this  occwrence 
v>as  not  immediauly  made."    The  Secretary  ren- 
ders the  same  sentence  thus:  "It  is  now  admitted  that 
an.  explanation  and  apology  for  the  violation  was 
due  at  the  time  J'     And   the  Pre,sident,  when   it 
comes  to  his  turn  to  produce  this  important  apolo- 
gy, does  it  with  a  variation  from  both  Secretary 
and  minister,   thus:  "admitting,  nevertheless,  that, 
even  if  jusUfiaJble,  an  apology   was   dtu  for  it." 
What  a  strange   metamorphosis    the   minister's 
meaning  is  made  to  undergo  in  this  double  trans- 
mQtation!    He  sets  out  with  a  "perhaps;"  which 
makes  all  that   follows  conditional.    This  vital 
qualification  is  omitted  both  hy  the  Secretary  and 
President,  and  a  positive  admission  is  substituted 
in  its  place.    The  minister  then  goes  on  to  suggest 
it  as  a  circumstance  to  be  regretted,  that  some  expla- 
nation or  apology  was  not  immediately  given;  evi- 
dently showing,  by  the  form  of  expression,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  sentence,  that  this  little  explana- 
tion or  apology  might  have  prevented  exasperation, 
and  therefore  have  been  a  politic  thing.    All  this 
the  Secretary  changes  into  an  admission  of  an 
apology  dtue  at  the  time;  and  the  President,  leaving 
ottt  the  last  qualification  as  to  time,  simply  repeals 
it  as  an  admission  that  an  apology  was  due.    Now 
the  minister  has  never  admitted  that  an  apology 
was  due,  atanytinae  whatever,  but  only  as  a  matter 
of  policy  he  thinks,  perhaps,  it  is  to  be  regreUed 
ihai  some  liule  explanation  or  apology  was  not 
made  at  the  lime,  to  prevent  exasperation— not  to 
atone  Tor  the  outrage,  but  to  quiet  the  popular  feel- 


ing in  America.  This  ^is  the  extent  of  the  minis- 
ter's kindness  in  furnishing  our  Administration 
with  something  to  show  to  tne  people;  and  a  most 
unworthy  return  they  have  made  for  his  civility, 
by  garbling  his  expressions,  omitting  his  qualifica- 
tions, changing  his  langtiage,  and  altering  his 
meaning.* 

Even  if  the  minister  had  used  the  expressions 
attributed  to  him  by  the  Secretary,  it  would  have 
amounted  to  nothing.  I^ational  apologies  are  not 
made  in  that  style.  The  man  must  be  but  little 
versed  in  the  etiquette  of  nations,  and  in  the  rules 
of  international  intercourse,  not  to  know  that  the 
delivery  of  an  apology  from  one  nation  to  another 
is  an  act  of  the  nighest  solemnity,  reduced  to  the 
utmost  precision,  tmmixed  with  anything  else, 
and  evidenced  by  the  most  authentic  forms.t  It  is 
an  informal  treaty.  The  terms  of  it,  and  the  ac- 
ceptance, are  agreed  upon  before.  The  delivery 
and  the  acceptance  are  made  with  the  formalities 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  a  treaty, 
and,  pro  ten^,  nave  the  same  effect.  They  put  an 
end  forever  to  all  discussion  upon  the  subject 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  apology.  These 
apologies  are  of  rare  occurrence  among  nations. 
We  have  had  one  instance  of  this  species  of  repa- 
ration being  made  to  our  Government,  (and  but 
one,  that  I  Imow  of,)  in  the  sixtv  years  of  our  ex- 
istence; and  that  was  in  an  analogous  case  to  the 
outrage  at  Schlosser,  and  from  the  same  party;  it 
was  the  apology  of  the  British  Government  for  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake — an  attack  differing  in 
the  degree  of  the  outrage,  but  not  in  its  character, 
from  the  attack  on  the  Caroline.  For  this  out- 
rage the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Britain  "ordered" 
an  apology  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  made  in  the  proper  and  formal  manner 
known  to  the  intercourse  of  nations.  His  minister 
at  Washington  (Mr.  Foster)  delivered  it  in  these 
words: 

^*'In  pnrsuaoce  of  the  orders  which  I  have  received  from  his 
Royal  Highness -the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalfof  hisMsjesty,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  difTerences  which  have  arisen  l>etween 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  i^iates  in  the  sflair  of  the  Chesa> 
peake  frigate,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you: 

"  PiRar:  /  am  authorised  to  repeat  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment the  prompt  disavowal  made  bv  his  Majesty  on  being  ap- 
prized of  the  unauihoriEod  act  of  the  officer  in  command  of 
nis  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  America,  whose  recall  from  a 
highly  important  and  honorable  command  immediately  en- 
sued, as  a  mark  of  his  Muestv's  disapprobation. 

"^Sbcondlt:  lam  authorized  to  offer,  in  addition  to  that 
disavowal  on  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highness,  the  immediate 
reAoration,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  of  the  men  who, 
In  consequence  of  Admiral  Berkeley's  orders,  were  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  vessel  from  which  they 
were  taken;  or,  if  that  ship  should  be  no  longer  In  commission, 
to  such  seaport  of  the  United  States  as  the  American  Govern- 
ment may  name  for  thc.purpose. 

^Thirdly  :  /  am  also  authorited  to  oflbr  to  the  Am^ican 
Croveroment  a  suitable  peconiaiy  compensation  for  ihe  suf- 
ferers in  consequence  of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  includ- 
ing the  families  of  those  seamen  who,  imfortunaiely,  fell  in  the 
action,  an  d  the  wounded  survivors. 

"These  honorable  propositions,  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  are 
made  with  t^e  sincere  desire  that  they  may  prove  eatisfactorv 
to  the  Government  of  tne  United  States;  and  I  (rust,  they  will 
meet  with  that  amicable  reception  which  their  conciliatorv  na- 
ture entitles  them  to.  I  need  scarcely  add  how  cordially  I  join 
with  you  in  the  wish  that  they  may  prove  introductory  to  the 
removal  of  All  differences  depending  between  our  twucoun* 
tries." 

This  was  an  apology  from  one  nation  to  another, 
made  in  the  name,  on  the  behalf,  and  by  the  or- 
der of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Britain.  Nothing 
ambiguous,  qualified,  or  miscellaneous  about  it; 
nothing  equivocal,  or  conditional,  but  direct  and  sin- 
gle, confined  to  its  object,  digested  into  articles, 
and  freely  given.  It  was  delivered  to  the  Ameri- 
can Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  first 
day  of  November,  1811;  accepted  by  him  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  on  the  next  day;  and  being  so  given 
and  accepted,  it  put  an  end  to  the  complaints  on 
the  subject  of  the  Chesapeake.  Though  war  was 
declareid  ei^ht  months  atlerwards,  this  subject  was 
not  one  of  its  causes,  and  was  not  mentioned  in 
the  message  and  reports  which  led  to  its  declara- 
tion. After  this — aAer  such  an  example  of  an 
apology  exacted  from  the  same  power,  and  in  an 
analogous  case — are  the  American  people  to  be 

•The  London  papers  hive  noticed,  with  severe  commentaries, 
this  a«umpiion  of  our  Secretary  to  have  received  an  apology 
when  none  was  made,  and  in  which  our  President  was  to  un- 
fortunate as  to  follow  him. 

("When  some  inferior  persons  violated,  not  long  ago,  the 
territory  of  Savoy,  In  carrving  from  thence  a  n«»ted  chief  of 
the  smugglers,  iheKing  of  Sardinia  cause  I  his  complaint  to  be 
carried  to  the  court  of  Trance;  and  Louis  XV.  did  not  think  it 
bsneath  him  to  send  an  ambassador  extraordinary  to  Turin,  to 
give  satisfaction  for  that  violence."—  Vattel,  6. 9^  ch.  18. 


♦Dinner  to  Sir  Allen  McNab. 

At  the  entertainment  given  by  the  British  American  Associa* 
tion  to  Col.  Sir  A.  McNab,  at  the  Tbatchedhoura  tavern.  Sc 
James's  street,  on  Friday  evening,  July  15,  covers  were  laid  for 
nearly  100  gentlemen. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  who  filled  the  chair,  was  supported 
on  the  right  by  Sir  A.  McNab,  Sir  F.  Burdett,  Bart.,  M.  F ,  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  Murray,  Sir  D.  McDougall,  Sir  John  OBborn, 
Bart.,  Sir  R.  Barclay,  Bart.,  Sir  J.  Duke,  M.  P.,  Mr.  Master* 
man,  M.  P.;  and  on  the  left  by  Lord  Avlmer,  the  Earl  of  Dun* 
more,  Lord  Do  nbo  J  Me,  Sir  P.  Maitland,  Sir  W.  Ogilvie,  Bart., 
Sir  Francis  B.  Head,  Bart.,  Sir  J.  Hay,  Bart.,  Sir  G.  Jacksop, 
and  James  Hoi  ford,  Esq 

Sir  R.  Broun  officiated  as  vice  president. 

Among  the  other  distinguished  persons  present,  were  Lord 
Winterton,  Mr.  Malcomb,  Mr.  Sheriff.  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Rob* 
erison,  Mr.  Archibald,  Mr.  Tulloch,  Mr.  Urquhart,  Mr.  Ross, 
Drs  Bell,  Ifill,  Mortimer,  and  Chisholme,  Captain  Randolpbi 
R.  N.,  Captain  Moorsom,  Captain  Kerr,  Mr.  Bukerfield,  Mr. 
Dodd,  M.  P.,  Mr.  O  Gore,  M.  P.,  Mr.  Bldwin.M.  P.,  Mr.  Of- 
den.  Attorney  General  for  Eastern  Caosda,  General  Alexander, 
Captain  Dtew,  R.  N.,  Dr.  Rulph,  Mr.  Walter,  Mr  H.  Hughes, 

Letters  were  announced  fiom  the  Marquis  of  Hnntly,  the 
Marquis  of  Bute,  the  Earl  of  Gosfnrd,  Lords  McDonald,  Prud* 
hoe,  and  Seaton.  Sir  G.  Cockburn,  Sir  H.  Dougias,  Sir  J.  Mae* 
donhell.  Sir  J.  Kempt,  and  Sir  A.  McLaine,  ei pressing  their 
regret  that  absence  from  town  on  previous  eagagemenls  pro* 
vented  them,  from  l>eing  present. 

The  dinner,  with  all  lis  adjuncts,  displayed  great  tasta  and 
magnificence. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Worthing  said  grace. 

After  the  cloth  had  been  removed. 

The  noble  chairman  gave  in  succession  the  usual  lojrsi  toasts: 
'Tier  Majestv  the  Queen;"  *The  Queen  Dowager;"  "His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert;"  and  ^'Albert,  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family;"  which  were  drunk  with  three 
times  three. 

Sir  G  Murray  said  he  rose,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  to 
offer  his  best  acknowledgments  for  the  toast  which  had  been  just 
drunk. He  allu- 
ded with  more  particular  satisfaction  to  that  kind  of  reward  upon 
the  present  occasion,  because  he  had  the  happiness  to  see  near 
him,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  chair,  an  honorable  and  gallant 
countryman  of  his,  fr;ir  A.  McNab,]  who  had  enrned  for  him- 
self in  tlie  field  a  share  in  that  high  leward  which  they  bestowed 
upon  miliinry  merit.  [Cheers.]  At  a  trying  and  critical  mo* 
ment  of  affairs  in  one  of  the  most  imnortant  members  of  the 
British  empire,  finding  himself  in  a  higtiaod  distinguished  civil 
situation  as  Speaker  of  the  House  oi  Assembly,  to  which  he 
t)elonged,  of  itself  a  sufficient  mark  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow- citizens,  he  relinquished  his  civil  ap- 
pointments the  moment  danger  approached,  and,  rushing  into 
the  field,  achieved  one  of  those  glorious  exploits  which  they  all 
so  well  temembered,  and  which  was  of  such  especial  value  it 

the  moment  when  it  occurred.    [Loud  cheers.] 

•  «••■••  • 

Captain  Drew  t«id,  )^t  felt  it  the  highest  coronliment  that 
could  be  paid  to  him,  to  be  thought  worthy  on  suclian  occasion 
to  return  thauks  on  behalf  of  the  navy.    [Cheers.] 

The  noble  clutirman  next  rose  to  propoM  the  health  of  that 
gallant  and  distinguished  individual  who  sat  on  his  right  hand. 
lie  felt  that  they  owed  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  it  was 
not  easy  Jbr  this  country  to  repay.  [Chsera]  In  times  of  no 
ordinary  dilRculiy  and  danger,  became  forward  with  all  (he  iu- 
fluence  of  his  personal  character— an  influence  which  could  not 
have  been  gained,  if  his  neighbors  had  not  well  known,  that  h* 
•miaently  -deserved  it— he  came  forward,  resisted  and  OT«t« 
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wbich,  if  lawfally  performed  in  open  warfare  up- 
o|^  armed  enemies,  instead  ol  being  piratically  per- 
petrated in  profound  peace  upon  sleeping  victims; 
an  action  which,  as  a  military  exploit,  would  have 
disgraced  the  pailiiary  history  of  the  sovereign  Ab- 
I  bess  of  Gtuedlinbnrg,  (whose  contingent  to  the 
armies  of  the  German  empire  was  one  dragoon 
and  three  foot  soldiers;)  this  action  is  made  the 
theme  of  every  praise,  and  the  subject  of  every 
honor.  And  why  1  For  the  sake  of  the  ac- 
tion itself  1  No.  The  British  are  not  so  poor  in 
military  exploits  as  to  seek  renown  in  such  a  cow- 
ardly piece  of  assassination !  Why,  then,  do  ihey 
honor,  reward,  and  celebrate  itl  Because  it  was  a 
lesson  to  the  people  and  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States!  Because  it  was  a  declaration  to  this 
Republican  Government,  that  if  it  was  either  not 
able  or  not  willing  to  restrain  its  own  citizens  from 
going  into  Canada,  the  Canadians  would  restrain 
ihem !  that  they  would  cross  the  line  and  chastise 
them !  and  if  the  United  States  said  a  word  to  the 
Canadians.  Great  Britain  wou'd  chastise  the  United 
States!  This  is  the  reason.  It  is  because  McNab 
and  his  crew,  in  attacking  the  Caroline,  attacked 
the  United  States — smote  Its  flag— struck  its  Gov- 
ernment— struck  the  whole  Union— and  emphati- 
cally said  to  us,  they  would  chastise  our  citizens  for 

threw  (he  unfortunate  outbreak  which  took  place  in  Canada. 
[Cheers.]  Recalled  it  outbreak,  because  he  thought  they  would 
agree  with  him,  that,  in  meeting  upon  such  an  occasion  as  the 
present,  to  do  iionor  to  Sir  Alltn  3lcNal),  they  ought  net  to  say 
anything  in  that  room,  which  could  arouse  any  feeling  of  hos- 
tility on  the  part  of  any  individual.  [Cheers.]  *  * 
•  •  *  "  Haring  for  the  last  three  days 
been  engaged  in  attendin^and  speaking  at  very  large  meetings, 
be  really  wi  himself  little  competent  satisfactorily  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  he  had  undertaken;  but  he  felt  the  utmost 
satisfaction  in  proposing  the  health  of  their  distinguished  guest, 
and  he  hoped,  when  he  returned  to  Canada,  he  would  assure  the 
loyal  inhabitanjs  there  that  Englishmen  looked  upon  them  as 
feUow-iubjecta,  fellow-countrymen,  and  broihertk  whoM  para- 
mount duty  it  was  to  cultivate  warm  feelings  of  good  will  to- 
Wrdseach  other,  Icheers*,]  that  Englishmen  felt  they  were  one 
and  all  in  the  same  boat;  and,  whatever  enemy  micht  ariss  to 
threaten  or  to  assail  therA,  Englishmen  would  mainiain  their 
cauae.  Englishmen  would  protect  and  defend  them,  Englishmen 
woold  compliment  and  reward  those  who  did  their  Canadian 
brethren  aervice;  for  m-vo  doing,  they  supported  the  flag  of  Eng- 
land, DiHler  which  Nelson  triumphed,  ana  Wellington  coi.quer* 
ed.    [Loud  cheers  ] 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  three  times  three,  and  one  cheer 
more. 

Sir  A.  McNab.  in  rising  to  respond  to  the  toast,  was  received 
with  loud  and  reiterated  cheering.  'I  he  gallant  officer  spoke  as 
follows:  My  Lord  Duke  and  gentlemen,  the  flittering  manner 
in  which  tou  have  proposed  my  health,  and  the  enthuaia^m 
with  whicn  it  has  been  received  by  so  distinguished  a  company 
.as  the  present,  demand  my  warmest  gratitude.  I  hope,  how* 
ever,  no  man  will  believe  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  suppose 
that  any  services  which  l^nay  have  rendered  eMier  to  itje  colo* 
ny  from  which  I  came,  or  the  empire  of  which  it  forms  a  part, 
could  jMMslbly  entitle  me  to  this  highly  flattering  mark  of  yuur 
reganT  I  therefore  mereir  consider  myself  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, as  the  fortunate  individual  in  whose  person  a  well-mer- 
ited CAmpliroeni  is  iatended  to  be  paid  to  the  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion of  the  people  of  Canada.  [Cheers.]  '  *  * 
*  '  1  have  now  the  gratification  of  publicly 
declaring  in  England,  that  no  service  could  have  been  more  dif- 
ficult, more  dangerous,  or  more  gallantly  performed,  than  the 
destiuction  of  a  vessel  emploved  to  succor  snd  sustain  those 
who  were  in  arms  against  her  Majesty;  and  I  well  know  that  I 
express  the  sentiments  of  the  people  nf  Canada,  when  I  state 
thai'they  look  forward  with  intense  anxiety  to  see  the  loyalty 
and  gallantry  of  Captain  Drew  generously  rewarded  [Loud 
cheers.]  They  feel  that  he,  in  an  hour  of  erave  emergency, 
rendered  them  a  great  and  important  service,  which,  as  loyal 
and  honest  men,  they  never  can  forget,  or  too  highly  appreciate. 
lCheers.1  •  •  *.  ,  \  ,  *  •  Ibrg 
again  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  tor  the  honor  yon  have  done 
me,  and  be«rto  drink  all  your  good  healchs.    [ Ixmd  cheers. ] 

8ir  D.TtfcDougall  proposed 'Hhe  health  of  tho  militia  and 
loyal  volanteersof  Canada," avowing  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
militia  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  North  Anicrican  provinces 
would,  under  a  pioper  organization,  be  fully  sufficient  lo  de- 
fend themselves  against  any  enemiea  that  might  threaten  them. 
In  sitpporl  of  this  opinion,  he  triumphantly  appealed  to  the  ex- 
ploits performed  with  his  volunteers,  by  iheU-  distinguished 
g'leat,  Sir  Allen  McNab. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  cordiality. 

Mr.  Urquhart  then  proposed  "the  heilih  of  Captain  Drew, 
whosignalized  himself  so  much  in  the  affair  of  the  Caroline." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  before  the  toabt  wod  drunk,  also 
took  the  opportunity  of  pronouncing  a  high  enlogium  on  the 
gallantry  and  prowess  of  that  distinguished  officer. 

Captain  Drew,  who  was  most  enthusiastically  cheered,  in 
brief  and  extremely  modtsst  terms,  acknowledged  the  compli- 
ment. He  expressed  his  great  obligations  for  the  kind  and  par- 
tial mannei  in  which  Sir  A  McNab  had  f>poken  of  him;  and,  al- 
though the  speech  of  bis  distinguished  friend  might  lead  them 
to  suppose  that,  as  yet,  he  had  received  no  reward  fur  his  ser- 
vices, he  b  gged  to  assure  them  that  he  had  conferred  upon 
him  a  very  great  reward,  in  the  approbation  of  so  distinguislied 
a  company  as  the  present — aahigh  a  compliment  as  he  could 
be  paid  for  all  he  was  enabled  to  perform.  [Cheers.]  But,  if 
that  WM  not  enough,  he  might  say  his  services  had  also  been 
appreciated  and  acknowledged  by  his  most  gracious  sovercigr.. 
He  could  not  conceive  a  higher  compliment.  This  gratified 
his  ambition,  and  left  him  nothing  to  complain  of.  [Cheers  ] 
11  on  any  future  oc<*aaion  his  services  shonld  be  required,  the 
approbation  of  such  a  company  as  the  present  would  ereaily 
stinrulaR  him  to  still  greater  exertions  in  defence  of  her  Majesty 
iml  her  dom ioionf.    [Loud  cheers.] 


us,  and  Great  Britain  would  back  them  in  doing  it! 
It  is  for  (his  lesson,  read  in  blood  and  flames  to  our 
Government  and  people,  that  the  assailants  of  the 
Caroline  are  honored.  And  blind  is  the  American, 
and  dead  to  his  country's  honor,  who  does  not  see 
this  outrage  in  this  atrocious  light. 

The  fact  of  this  supposed  apology  being  di;%posed 
of,  I  turn  to  the  doctrines  which  accompanied  it, 
and  which  I  find  most  abundantly  strange.  The 
Secretary  adduces,  and  the  President  adopts  it,  as  a 
further  reason  for  dropping  the  affair  of  the  Caro' 
line,  that  the  outrage  was  not  recent— that  it  occur- 
red four  or  five  years  ago.  This  seems  to  be  a  new 
application  of  the  principle  of  statutes  of  limitation, 
with  short  time  for  it  to  take  effect.  Tempus  non 
currit  has  heretofore  been  the  maxim  among  na- 
tions; and,  in  the  case  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  was 
rigorously  enforced  against  Great  Britain.  The  at- 
tack on  that  vessel  was  made  on  the  22d  day  of  June. 
1800:  the  apology  for  it  was  made  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1811.  Nearly  five  years  and  a  half  had 
elapsed;  but  icjitpus  currit^  in  the  case  of  national 
outrages,  was  not  then  the  maxim  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Five  years  and  a  half  was  'no  bar  at  that 
time.  Only  three  years  and  a  half  have  elapsed  in 
the  case  of  the  Caroline;  and  the  outrage  is  barred 
by  time! 

Again:  the  Secretary  adduces,  and  the  President 
repeats  it,  as  a  further  reason  for  dropping  the  com- 
plaint, that  the  aggression  hap[)ened  in  the  time  of 
nis  predecessor.  This  is  true:  but  is  it  a  reason 
for  not  redressing  the  wrong!  In  the  code  of  legit- 
imacy in  Europe,  no  notice  is  taken  by  the  true 
King,  when  restored  to  the  throne,  of  the  aggres- 
sions U[X)n  the  nation  while  the  usurpers  reigned — 
such  as  Napoleon  in  France,  Murat  in  Naples  Jo- 
seph Bonaparte  in  Spain,  and  Louis  in  Holland. 
Does  modern  Federali^m  apply  the  same  principle 
in  the  United  States'?  It  would  seem  so,  from  tnis 
adduction  as  a  reason  for  giving  up  the  complaint— 
that  the  outrage  happened  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren!  It  did  so:  but  by  what  fatality  mention 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  hi  connexion  with 
this  affair,  at  the  risk  of  reviving  the  recollection 
of  Mr.  Forsyth's  noble  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  Decem- 
ber. 1840,  and  contra.siing  it  with  the  craven  epistle 
of  nis  successor  to  the  same  minister  in  March, 
lS4n  Certainly,  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  our  country  that  a  change  of  administration  was 
supposed  to  make  a  change  in  the  rights  of  the 
country  and  the  duties  of  tne  Grovernment.  It  was 
not  so  formerly,  when  the  apology  for  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  Chesapeake  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
time  was  redressed  in  Mr.  Madison's.  But,  change ! 
change !  change !  was  the  signal-cry  at  the  election; 
and,  Goft  knows,  we  have  got  it — change  enough — 
change  in  everything,  even  in  the  code  of  public 
honor,  and  in  the  catalogue  of  national  duties. 

The  jfU  belli  doctrine  is  another,  and  the  funda- 
mental error  of  our  Secretary  and  the  President. 
War  has  its  laws  and  its  rights;  but  they  belong  to 
a  state  of  war,  and  cannot  bd  invoked  in  time  of 
peace.  When  Admiral  Cockbum,  during  the  late 
war,  sailed  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake,  burning 
cabins  and  pillaging  hen-roosts,— these  acts,  though 
very  unbecoming  civilized  warfare,  wfere  still  acts 
done^re  belli;  that  is  lo  say,  in  right  of  war.  They 
were  shielded  by  the  laws  of  war;  and  the  Virgin- 
ia and  Maryland  courts  could  not  have  punished 
the  marauders  as  offenders  against  their  laws,  with- 
out contravening  the  law  of  nations,  and  subjecting 
us  to  reprisals.  But  let  a  British  admiral  try  this 
conduct  in  time  of  peace,  and  he  will  soon  see  that 
the  sovereign's  assumption  of  his  offence,  and  the 
invocation  oiihe  jus  b€Ui^  would  be  in  vain  pleaded 
when  the  courts  got  hold  of  him.  So  of^this  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline:  if  war  had  e^cisted  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  laws  of 
war  would  have  shielded  it:  there  being  no  war, 
the  jus  belli  is  in  vain  appealed  to.  •  The  assump- 
tion of  the  act  by  the  Sovereign,  has  no  other  effect 
than  to  add  another  to  the  list  of  offenders;  leaving 
the  offended  party  lo  pursue  either,  or  both,  as  it 
pleases.*  The  nation  is  very  silly  that^  having  an 
ordinary  culprit  in  its  hands,  which  it  can  punish 

'"However,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated  8tate,  or 
fnrthemosr-vigilant  and  abeolute  9overeigD,  to  model  at  his 
pleasure  all  the  actions  of  his  subjecia,  and  to  confine  them  on 
eveiy  occasion  lo  the  moat  exact  obedience,  it  would  be  oniust 
to  impute  to  the  nation  or  Uie  Sovereign  every  fault  committed 
by  the  cit'zens.  We  ought  not,  then,  to  say.  in  general,  that 
we  have  received  an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have 
received  it  from  one ofits  meml>erB. 

*'But  if  a  nation  or  its  chief  approves  and  ratifies  the  act  of 
the  individual,  it  then  becomes  a  public  concern,  and  the  in- 
jured party  it  ihento  contiderthe  nttioo  aaihe  re«l  author  of 
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by  due  course  of  law,  turns  him  loose,  Ux  tbe  nii 
pose  of  laying  hold  of  his  Sovereign.  This  rat^ 
do  very  well  with  the  warlike  Romans,  who  wanltdl 
pretexts  fof  seizing  dominions;  but  it  will  not  do  fair 
US,  an  agricultural  and  commercial  people,  who  wufi 
peace  «nd  trade.  To  admit  it,  would  be  to  ci«e 
immunity  to  all  foreigners  vidlating  the  laws  oi  tht 
States,  whom  their  Sovereigns  should  Choose  ib 
shield.  The  admission  of  the  present:  Adrotnistn* 
tion,  (hat  tbe  attack  on  the  Caroline  could  be  jasti*] 
fied  under  the  laws  of  war,  was  just  a.^  false  a 
point  of  law,  ai<  was  a  state  of  war  false  in  poini  oC 
fact,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britait 
at  the  time.  And  the  pretext  of  giving  up^McLeol, 
for  4he  sake  of  getting  at  his  Sovereign,  was,  as 
everybody  knew  at  the  lime,  a  pasilkLnimoos  in- 
vention to  get  rid  of  the  whole  affair.  And  bert^ 
let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling  Great  Britain  to  shelter  herself  under  ibt 
laws  of  war,  our  Secretary  makfs  two  admisdoBSi 
neither  of  which  has  the  least  foundation  in  poiit 
of  fact.  First,  he  as-sumes  that  there  was  a  state  of 
war  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  which  was  not  the  fact.  Next,  he  is- 
sumes  that  McLeod  was  in  the  military  service  of 
Great  Britain,  subject  to  military  orders;  and,  hav* 
ing  received  orders  to  go  upon  this  expediti(»i,  \t 
was  bound  to  go,  or  be  shot  for  mutiny.  Now,  aT. 
this  is  sheer  invention.  McLeod  was  not  in  tbe 
military  service,  subject  to  orders;  be  was  in  ciril 
life.  He  was  not  ordered  to  go  upon  this  expedi- 
tion; he  volunteered.  He  was  not  t>beying,  but  u* 
ticipating  his  Government;  and  that,  witboot  its 
knowledge.  The  Schlosser  outrage  was  not  knovB 
in  England  until  after  it  was  perpetrated;  nor  Mc- 
Leod's  offence  assumed,  until  after  he  was  caught; 
and  then  merely  as  a  means  of  extricating  him 
from  danger.  Thus  our  Secretary  perverts  ib* 
facts,  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  his  misqu<^ed  law. 
To  make  a  false  admission  of  the  law  of  nations 
— to  accept  apologies  where  none  were  offered— 
to  pervert  the  facts  of  the  case — to  send  the  Attor- 
ney  General,  and  a  major  general  of  the  army,  to 
protect  and  defend  McLieod— and  to  give  a  reccipi 
in  full  for  the  outrage  on  the  Caroline,  withom 
receiving  a  particle  of  atonement  for  it; — ^to  do  all 

*  this,  would  seem  to  have  been  enough.  Bat  ii 
appears  that  our  Secretary  negotiator  did  not  think 
so;  and  that  he  could  not  permit  Lord  Ashbartoi 
to  return  lo  London,  without  carrying  home  with 
him  further  propitiation  in  a  renewed  apology  for 
the  delay  in  getting  McLeod  released,  and  in  u 
act  of  Congress  to  prevent  such  delays  in  fomrt. 
This  renewed  apology,  and  this  act,  were  to  be  the 
last  and  highest  evidences  of  his  Lordship's  eota- 

-plete  success  in  bumbling  the  United  States  at  tbe 
footstool  of  the  British  Ctneen;  and,  that  nothing 

-  should  be  wanting  to  our  degradation,  and  to  bis 
Lordship's  triumph  on  his  return,  tbe  Sectmrj 
hasienea  to  deliver  him  the  one,  and  to  procure  Uwl 
the  other.  In  the  concluding  paragraph,  in  his 
same  note  of  the  6th  of  Au'gtet,  be  volunteers  n- 
newed  assurances  upon  these  two  points: 

"It  waa  a  subject  of  regrtt  that  the  release  ofllcLeod  was  is 
lon^  delajred.  A  State  court— and  that  not  of  the  higbest  jori» 
diction—  decided  that,  on  summarr  application,  embaiiassul,  as 
it  would  appear,  by  technical  dimcultiea,  he  could  noc  be  n- 
leased  by  that  court.  His  discharge,  shortly  afterward,  by  a 
jury,  towhono  he  preferred  to  submit  hia  case,  rendered  vmw 
ceasary  the  further  pmeecution  of  the  legal  question.  It  it  for 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Btatea,  whose  attention  hsa  bcse 
called  to  the  subject,  to  say  what  further  proTiakm  ought  i»  bt 
made,  to  expedite  proceedings  in  such  caaea." 

McLeod  has  been  released  for  a  year  past.  His 
arrest  continued  but  for  a  few  months,  with  Knle 
personal  inconvenience  to  himself^  with  no  danper 
to  his  life,  if  innocent;  and  with  the  graiificauoa* 
of  a  notoriety  flattering  to  his  pride,  and  beneficial 
to  his  interest.  He  is  probably  highly  deli^Md 
with  the  honors  of  the  occurrence,  and  no  way  ia- 
jured  by  his  brief  and  comfortable  imprisonmeau 
Vet  the  sorrow  of  our  Secretary  continaes  lo  flow. 
At  the  end  of  a  year,  he  is  slill  in  mourning,  lad 
renews  the  expression  of  his  regret  for  the  poor 
man's  detention,  and  gives  assurances  against  seeh 
delavs  in  future;— this  in  the  same  letter  in  which 
he  closes  the  door  upon  the  fate  of  his  own  cooi- 
trymen  bucnt  and  murdered  in  the  Caroline,  aid 
promises  never  to  disturb  the  British  Ck^veminait 
about  them  again.    McLeod  and  all  Canaditas 

the  injury,  of  which  the  citizen  was,  perhaps,  only  tlie  utfin- 
mcnt. 

"If  the  ofTended  State  haa  in  her  power  the  iodtvidaal  «4e 

las  done  the  injury,  she  may,  with(»ut  aemple,  biing  hiao 

,  ustice,  and  punish  him.    If  be  hasescapsd.  and  reioissd  is 

lis  own  country,  she  oiutht  to  apply  to  his  Borsraipi  i»biT| 

,  ustice  done  in  the  case."—  VattePtLaw  ofjffatiomt 


AngiRt,  1841. 
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are  eoconraged  to  repeat  their  most  serious  fiicis 
upon  uSf  by  the  perfect  immunity  which  both  them- 
selves and  their  Government  have  experienced. 
And  to  expedite  their  release,  if  hereafter  arrested 
for  such  JacL%  they  are  informed  that  Congress  had 
been  ^^auled'^  upon  to  pass  the  appropriate  law — 
and  passed  it  was !  The  habeas  corpus  act  against 
the  States,  which  had  slept  for  many  months  in  the 
Senate,  and  seemed  to  have  sunk  under  the  public 
execration, — this  bill  was  "  called"  up,  and  passed 
cotemporaneously  with  the  date  of  this  letter.  And 
thus  the  special  minister  was  enabled .  to  ^arry 
home  with  him  an  act  of  Congress  to  lay  at  the 
footstool  of  his  Gtueen,  and  to  show  that  the  meas- 
ure of  atouement  to  McLeod  was  complete :  that 
the  executive,  the  military,  the  legislative,  and 
the  judicial  departments  had  all  been  put  in  requi- 
sition, and  faithfully  exerted  themselves  to  protect 
her  Majesty's  subject,  from  being  harmed  for  a  past 
invasion,  conflagration,  and  murder;  and  to  secure 
them  from  being  called  to  account  by  the  State 
courts  for  such  trifles  in  future. 

And  80  ends  the  case  of  the  Caroline  and  Mc- 
Leod.   The  humiliation  of  this  conclusion,  and 
the  contempt  and  future  danger  which  it  brings 
upon  the  country,  demand  a  pause,  and  a  moment's 
reflection  upon  Hhe  catastrophe  of  this  episode  in 
the  negotiation.    The  whole  negotiation  nas  been 
one  of  shame  and  injury;  but  this  catastrophe  of 
the  McLeod  and  Caroline  aflair  puts  the  finishing 
hand  to  our  disgrace.    I  do  not  speak  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  have  done  this  work,  but  of  the  na- 
tional honor  which  has  been  tarnished  in  their 
hands.    Up  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Van  Boren's  admin- 
istration, au  was  safe  for  the  honor  of  the  country. 
R^ress  for  the  outrage  at  Schlosser  had  been  de- 
manded; interference  to  release  McLeod  had  been 
refused;  the  false  application  of  the  laws  of  war 
to  a  state  ot  peace  nad  been  scouted.    On  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1841,  the  national  honor  was  safe; 
but  on  that  day  its  degradation  commenced.  Timing 
their  movements  with  a  calculated  precision,  the 
British    Gtovemment  transmitted  tneir  assump- 
tion of  the  Schlosser  ontrage,  their  formal  demand 
for  the  release  of  McLeod,  and  their  threat  in  the 
event  of  refusal,  so  as  to  arrive  here   on  the 
evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  new  administra- 
tion received  the  reins   of  Government.     Their 
assumption,  demand,  and  threat,  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  evening  of  the  4th  dav  of  March,  a 
few  hours  afler  the  inauguration  ot  the  new  pow- 
ers was  over.    It  seemed  as  if  the  British  ha^said 
to  themselves:  This  is  the  time — our  friends  are  in 
power— we  helped  to  elect  them — now  is  the  time  ^ 
to  begin.    And  begin  they  did.    On  the  8th  day  of 
March,  Mr.  Pox  delivered  to  Mr.  Webster  the 
formal  notification  of  the  assumption,  made  th&de- 
mand,  and  delivered  the  threat.     Then  the  dis- 
graceful scene  began.    They  reverse  the  decision 
of  Mr.  Van  Boren's  administration,  and  determine 
to  interfere  in  behalf  of  McLeod,  and  to  extricate 
him  by  all  means  from  the  New  York  courts.    To 
mask  the  ignominy  of  this  interference,  they  pre- 
tend it  is  to  get  at  a  nobler  antagonist;  and  that 
they  are  going  to  act  the  Romans,  in  sparing  the 
bumble  and  subduing  the  proud.*   It  is  with  Gtueen 
Victoria  with  whom  they  will  deal !    McLeod  is 
too  humble  game  for  them.    McLeod  released,  the 
next  thing  is  to  get  out  of  the  scrape-  with  the 
Claeen;  and  for  that  purpose  i|?ey  invent  a  false 
reading  of  the  law    of  nations,   and   apply  the 
laws  oT  war  to   a  slate  of  peace.    The  fiis  belli, 
and  not  the  ju^erUium,  then  becomes  their   re- 
sort.    And  here  ends  their   grand   imitation  of 
the  Roman  character.    To  assume  the  laws  ol 
war  in    time    of  peace,   in   order   to   cover   a 
craven  retreat,  is  the  nearest  approach    which 
they  make   to  war.     Then  the  special   minister 
comes.      They   accept    from   him   private    and 
verlKil  explanations,  in   full  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves of  all  the  outrage  at  Schlosser:  but  beg  the 
minister  to  write  them  a  little  apology,  which  they 
can  show  to  the  people.    The  minister  refuses;  and 
thereupon  they  assume  that  they  have  received  it, 
and  proclaim  the  apology  to  the  world.    To  fin- 
nish  this  scene,  to  complete  the  propitiation  of  the 
CUieen,  and  to  send  her  minister  home  with  legal 
'  and  parchment  evidence  in  his  hand  of  our  humil- 
iation, the  expression  of  regret  for  the  arrest  and 
detention  of  McLeod  is  ofliciouslv  and  gratuitously 
renewed;  the  prospect  of  a  like  detention  of  any  of 
■  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  future  Is  pathetically  de- 
plored; and,  to  expediie  their  delivery  from  State 

•P»re«re  •Jbj«cti«,  el  delwllare   superbot.—JWr.   Rivta'a 


courts  when  they  again  invade  our  soil,  murder  our 
citizens,  and  bum  our  vessels,  the  minister  is  in- 
formed tliat  Congress  has  been  "called"  upon  to 
pass  a  law  to  protect  them  from  these  courts.  And 
here  "a  most  serious  fact"  presents  Itself.  Congress 
has  actually  obeyed  the  "caU" — passed  the  act — 
secured  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  future — and  given 
the  legal  parchment  evidence  of  his  success  to  her 
minister  before  he  departs  for  his  home.  The 
infamous  act — the  habeas  corpus  against  the  States 
—squeamishly  called  the  ^^remedial  justice  act" — is 
now  on  the  statute-book;  the  original  polluting  our 
code  of  law,  the  copy  lying  at  the  footstool  of  the 
British  Glueen.  And  this  is  the  point  we  have 
reached.  In  the  short  space  of  a  year  and  a  half, 
the  national  character  hasbsen  run  down,  from  the 
pinnacle  of  honor  to  the  abyss  of  disgrace.  I  limit 
myself  now  to  the  affair  of  McLeod  and  the  Caro- 
line alone;  and  say  that,  in  this  business,  exclusive 
of  other  disgraces,  the  national  character  has  been 
brought  to  the  lowest  point  of  contempt.  It  required 
the  Walpole  administration  five-and-twenty  long 
years  of  cowardlv  submission  to  France  and  Spain, 
to  complete  the  degradation  of  Great  Britain:  our 
present  rulers  have  completed  the  same  work  for 
their  own  country  in  the  short  space  of  eighteen 
months.  And  this  is  the  state  of  our  America! 
that  America  which  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  lefl 
so  proud !  that  America  which,  with  three  millions 
of  people,  fought  and  worsted  the  British  empire — 
with  seven  millions  fought  it,  and  worsted  it  again 
— and  now,  with  eighteen  millions,  truckles  to  the 
British  Glueen,  and  invents  all  sorts  of  propitiatory 
apologies  for  her,  when  the  most  ample  atonement 
is  due  to  itself.  Are  wp  the  people  of  the  Revolu- 
tionl— of  the  war  of  18121— of  the  year  18341  when 
Jackson  electrified  Europe  by  threatening  the  King 
of  France  with  reprisals  I 

McLeod  is  given  up,  because  he  is  too  weak;  the 
Glueen  is  excused,  because  she  is  too  strong;  pro- 
pitiation is  lavished  wh^re  atonement  is  due;  an 
apology  accepted  where  none  was  offered;  the 
statute  of  limitations  pleaded  against  an  insult,  by 
the  party  which  received  it !  And  the  miserable 
performers  in  all  this  drama  of  national  degrada- 
tion expect  to  be  applauded  for  magnanimity,  when 
the  laws  of  honor  and  the  code  of  nations  stamp 
their  conduct  with  the  brand  «f  cowardice.* 

It  is  a  noble  maxim  of  the  English  la^,  that  every 
Englishmi^n's- house  is  his  castle — inaccessible  to 
every  intruder  but  the  law !  "Not  that  it  was  sur- 
rounded with  walls  and  battlements:  it  might  be  a 
straw-built  shed.  The  winds  of  heaven  might 
whistle  through  itjall  the  elements  of  heaven  might 
enter  it;  but  tne  King  could  not— the  King  dare 
not— enter  it."  So  said  the  great  Lord  Chatham 
of  the  Englishman  and  his  house.  Not  so  wiih  us, 
in  this  fallen  state  of  onr  country.  We  have  no 
•king  here,  it  is  true,  to  break  into  our  houses;  but 
we  have  a  Glueen  of  England  to  send  her  Cahadian 
subjects  hereto  dait — tosend  them  hereto  attack, 
kill,  burn,  and  capture !  and  then  to  return  to  their 
royal  mistress,  to  receive  the  rewards  which  are  due 
to  the  chastisers  of  her  Majesty's  bad  neighbors. 

I  have  now  finished  what  I  had  to  say  against 
the  ratificaiion  of  this  treaty;  and,  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  of  so  grave  a  subject,  and  one  to  which 
.  I  have  made  so  much  opposition,  I  deem  it  due  to 
the  occasion  to  declare  my  future  course  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  I  take  it  for  certain  that  the  treaty  will 
be  ratified— relucranllv  and  unwillingly  ratified. 
In  that  event,  I  shall  abide  by  it  in  all  its  provisions 
which  come  within  the  pale  of  the  treaty  making 
power— oppose  it  in  all  that  lies  beyond  that  pale. 
The  national  boundaries  come  within  the  pdle;  and 
they  must  remain  as  they  are  establishen,  bad  as 
they  arc.     The  money  payments  to  Maine  and 

'Every  individual  iapermiiied  to  recede  from  hii  righla,  to 
abandon  a  jusi  subject  of  complaint,  or  to  foreet  an  injury. 
But  the  conductor  of  a  nation  \a  not  as  free,  In  ihte  respect,  an  a 
)riraie  person.  The  latter  may  hear  only  the  voice  of  generos 
ty,  and,  in  an  afTair  which  intereaui  none  but  himaelf  alone,  de- 
iver  himself  up  to  the  pleasure  he  finds  In  doing  good,  to  his 
ove  of  peace  and  tranquility.  The  repret«niative  of  a  nation 
a  sovereign— cannot  consult  hlm«eU;  cannot  abandon  him- 
self to  his  own  Inclination.  Tho  rights  of  the  nation  are  benefits 
of  the  Dmtion~-are  l)enefits  of  which  the  sovereign  Is  only  ad- 
ministrator, and  he  ought  to  dispose  of  them  no  lurther  than  as 
be^has  reason  to  l)elieve  the  nation  itself  would  dispose  of  them. 
•  •  •  Seldom  is  it  safe  for  a  nation  to  disaemMe  or  pardon 
an  injury,  uoleas  it  he  manifestly  in  a  situation  to  OMish  those 
who  are  so  rash  as  to  dare  to  ofTend  it.  It  is  then  (;Iorious  to 
pardon  those  who  acknowlectge  their  faulis.  Parcere  aubjeclit 
et  dtbellareaupirboa:  and  it  may  do  this  with  raieiy.  But, 
between  Itropowers  that  are  nearly  e^al,  tufferittg  an  in- 
jury, trtlhout  reguiriv^  complete  eati^acliov,  is  almoat  ah 
u>ay»  imputed  to  wbaknkss  or  cowardicb:  it  it  the  mearuof 
toon  receiving  from  them  those  that  aremoat  atrpcious. 

(  VatUPa  Law  •f  ifationt. 


Massachusetts  are  domestic  and  legislative  ques- 
tions; and,  as  claims  addressed  to  Congress,  I  shall 
consider  them,  and  do  what  1  believe  to  be  right. 
As  treaty  stipulations,  I  sha^l  resist  these  payments; 
for  1  cannot  admit  the  policy  or  the  right  of  Qreat 
Britain  to  interfere  between  the  Union  and  its  mem- 
bers, and  to  acquire  the  character  of  mediator, 
protector,  guarantee  or  remonstrant  betwern  them. 
The  fugitive  offenders  article  I  consider  inopera- 
tive without  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Congress;  and 
that  aid  I  shall  be  unwilling  to  give,  because  I 
consider  the  stipulations  of  the  article  tis  dangerous 
to  foreigners  who  may  come  to  our  country,  and 
useless  to  us,  in  the  two  eminent  cases  in  which 
the  surrender  of  fugitive  criminals  would  be  most 
wanting — the  cases  of  slaves  and  counterfeiters. 
The  alliance  articles,  both  naval  and  diplomatic, 
I  hold  to  be  beyond  the  pale  both  of  the  treaty, 
making  and  legislative  power,  and  eminently  dan- 
gerous and  unwise;  and  shall  oppose  them  in  all 
the  forms  in  which  the  question  of  their  execution 
shall  come  before  me.  I  shall  defeat  the  appro- 
priations for  this  African  squadron,  and  for  the 
pay  and  outfit  of  these  remonstrating  aml^ssadors, 
if  I  can;  and  if  Great  Britain  complains,  and  de- 
mands the  execution  of  the  treaty  in  these  particu- 
lars, I  shall  consider  it  a  Remand  for  the  tribute — 
the  tribute  in  men,  money  and  ships — which  we 
are  to  pay^  her  for  five  years'  exemption  from 
British  search,  and  for  so  many  yedrs'  reprieve 
from  intended  subjugation  to  the  quintuple  alli- 
ance. 


BRITISH  TREATY. 
[secret  session.] 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OF  NBW  HAMPSHIRE. 

In  Senate,  August,    1842— On  several  poinL'^  ari-* 
sing  in  the  discussion  of  the  treaty  with  England. 

After  Mr.  Rives  had  closed  his  opening  speech — 
Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose  now,  if  at  all,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of 
the  whole  of  the  various  topics  which  had  been  al- 
luded to.  Many  of  them — such  as  the  case  of  the 
Caroline  and  the  Creole,  the  right  of  search,  tCnd 
the  question  of  impressment— were  matters  not  even 
named  in  the  treaty,  and,  of  course,  seemed  irrel- 
evant now.  But  the  great  question  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  was  the  essential  part  of  the  in- 
strument; and  as  au  attempt  appeared  to  have  been 
made,  through  the  chairman,  to  cast  a  doubt  over 
our  former  claims  on  that  frontier,  in  consequence 
of  the  discovery  of  some  new  maps,  Mr.  W.  felt 
bound  at  once  to  repel  it.  Whether  he  j  hould  vote 
to  ratify  this  part  of  the  treaty,  or  not — according 
as  full  consideration  might  in  the  end  seem  to  re- 
quire— this  much  is  certain:  that  he  never  should  ap-  * 
prove  it  on  the  ground  that  our  title  to  the  whole 
of  the  disputed  territorv  was  in  the  smallest  degree 
shaken  by  anything  which  had  yet  appeared.  Other 
high  and  momentous  motives,  connected  with 
peace  and  war,  as  well  as  with  the  conduct  of  fu- 
ture negotiations  or  hostilities  by  a  party  so  doubt- 
ful as  to  trustworthiness,  and  so  embarrassed  as 
that  now  in  power;  others  connected  with  the  re- 
cent assent  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts — the  States^* 
alone  directly  interested — to  the  particular  boun- 
dary adopted  in  the  treaty;  and  others  looking  to  the 
Himinished  importance,  yearly,  of  all  questions  of 
boundary  between  ns  and  neighboring  powers  on 
this  coniinent,  where  we  grow  so  much  raster  than 
they,  and  are  destined  ere  long  to  be  supreme — 
might  justify  a  ratification  of  the  present  stipula- 
tions.   We  shall  see  in  a  few  days. 

But,  to  seek  an  apology  for  doing  it,  in  arguments 
against  our  undoubted  rights,  derived  from  loose 
conjectures  of  itinerant  Americans  in  Europe,  or 
from  suggestions  calculated  to  beliitlCihe  claim,  and 
injure  the  reputation  of  one  of  the  able  negotiators 
ol  the  treaty  of  HSS,  did  not  seem  to  Mr.  W.  very 
patriotic,  or  at  all  warranted  by  any  of  the  facts  in 
the  case. 

The  French  map  of  1745,  which,  with  its  red 
lines,  running  west  from  the  St.  Croix,  had  been 
made  to  occupy  so' prominent  a  position  in  this  de- 
bate, was  doubtless  one  illustrating  the  boundaries 
between  the  French  and  British  colonies  in  Amer- 
ica, before  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  England,  and 
its  cession  in  1763. 

There  is  a  similar  map  in  the  French  atlas,  on 
the  table  of  the  Secretary,  which  I  procured  from 
the  State  Department.  The  publications  of  that  dav 
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ate  fall  of  corresponding  descripiions,  as  well  as 
maps,  on  the  part  of  France.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
Qreat  Britain,  with  whom  we  are  now  treating,  and 
-who^  claims  then  are  o*irs  now,  always  resisted 
the  pretensions  oi  France  to  crowd  the  southern 
limits  of  Canada  so  far  south,  and  the  western  lim- 
its of  Nova  Scotia.so  far  west. 

Instead  of  permitting  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  to 
come  to  the  Kennebec,  or  even  to  the  Penobscot, 
she  herself  originally  granted  it  to  come  only  to  the 
St.  Croix-,  and  made  and  described  its  western  line 
as  one  running  north  from  the  source  of,  that  river 
till  it  reached  some  stream  connected  with  the  navi- 

eblc  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here  is  her 
itin  charter  of  that  province,  and  an  English  trans- 
lation, giving  this,  in  substance;  and  it  was  this 
boundary,  with  a  slight  change,  to  which  England 
claimed  uniformly  to  the  very  last  moment  of  her 
jurisdiction  over  what  now  consUiuie  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  change  is  this:  Ader  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da, being  then  possessed  of  Nova  Scotia  also,  she 
carried  tne  boundaries  of  Canada  south  to  the 
heights  which  turn  the  northern  rivers  into  the  St. 
Lawrence;  but,  independent  of  that,  she  kept  the 
boundarv  of  Nova  Scotia  virtually  the  same  as  be- 
fore; and  the  same  as  Mitchell,  her  own  j^eographer 
under  the  Lords  of  Plantations,  had  laid  it  down  in 
1755  on  his  map;  and  the  same  as  has  ever  been 
claimed  by  this  country  since  the  peace  of  1783. 

Now,  let  it  be  recollected  that  this  British  offi- 
cial map  of  Mitchell  was  before  the  commissioners 
who  formed  the  treaty  of  1783.  Both  sides  concede 
this,  in  the  arguments  prepared  for  the  King  of  Hol- 
land, now  in  my  hand.  Recollect,  too,  that  the 
line  on  that  map  runs  due  north  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  till  it  strikes  the  St.  Lawrence;  and 
nbt  west  from  the  St.  Croix,  as  on  this  French  map. 
Recollect  that  the  line  described  in  the  treaty  is 
to  run  north  of  the  St.  Croix,  precisely  as  it  appears 
on  that  map, till  it  strikes  the  highlands  from  which 
spring  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
which  are  near  to  its  bank.  Recollect  that  Doctor 
Franklin  was  by  birth  a  Massachusetts  man,  and  had 
been  the  agent  of  that  province,  and  familiar  with 
all  its  claims  to  boundary  up  to  that  line.' 

Recollect  that  he  had  got  inserted  into  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace  an  agreement  to  go  still  further 
east,  and  make  the  St.  John,  from  its  mouth  to  its 
source,  the  boundary,  as  more  convenient,  and,  in 
many  respects,  more  eligible  to  us  than  the  old 
boundary. 

Recollect  that,  when  coming  to  sign  the  Ircaly, 
this  was  so  strenuously  opposed  by  England,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  new  cession  of  territory,  that 
the  old  linfe  was  agreed  to  be  adhered  to,  and  was 
intended  to  be  described  in  the  treaty. 

Recollect  all  these  circumstances;  and  then  say, 
how  could  he,  in  a  letter  to  Count  Vergennes  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1782,  mean  to  refer  to  any 
map  but  Mitchell's,  or  any  line  on  that  or  any 
other  map,  except  the  old  line,  as  there  laid  down, 
till  it  reached  the  highlands  north  of,  and  near  the  St. 
Lawrence?  He  lacked  neither  information,  vigil- 
ance, nor  shrewdness.  But  a  supposition  (which 
some  centlemen  make)  that  he  referred  to  some 
map  having  ot^r  boundary  line  run  nearly  west 
Irom  the  St.  Croix,  and  cutting  us  off,  also,  from 
the  sources  of  even  the  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  and 
Connecticut — a  line  not  running  north  at  all,  as  the 
treaty  requires — a  line  not  touching  in  that  direc- 
tion any  highlands  which  turn  waters  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  as  the  treaty  requires — a  line  contrary 
to  Mitchell,  and  all  the  former  British  as  well  as 
Massachusetts  claims— and  a  line  at  war  with  even 
his  own  express  instructions, — is  an  imputation  of 
carelessness  and  ignorance  altogether  unfounded 
in  any  facL<:  before  us.  It  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  saw  the  old  French  map  spoken  of,  and  of 
which  a  partial  copy  is  sent  to  us — much  less  refer- 
red to  it;  and  the  red  lines  on  it  are  undoubtedly  the 
old  French  lines,  put  on  it  when  made  in  1745,  in- 
stead of  1782;  and  are  those  claimed  by  France 
when  she  owned  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  and 
were  never  thought  of  as  describing  the  boundary 
between  us  and  England,  as  arranged  in  the  treaty 
of  peace. 

For  further  confirmation  of  this  view,  and  of 
the  validity  of  our  whole  claim,  Doctor  Franklin, 
only  eight  days  after,  (viz.  December  J4,  1782.) 
wrote  to  Mr.  Livingston  that  the  old  line  of  bound- 
ary was  agreed  on,  and  was  to  be '  run  out  after- 
wards between  the  parties.  (See,  also,  his  letter  on 
the  14lh  of  October,  1782,  but  twenty-three  days 


previous.)  Here  are  both  the  letters,  in  the  argu- 
ment prepared  for  the  King  of  Holland  in  1827. 
So,  nearly  thirty  other  maps,  published  by  'Eng- 
land and  her  citizens,  between  1763  and  1783,  draw 
the  boundary  line  as  we  claim  it.  Indeed,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin collected  more  than  fifty  of  that  kind,  in  all; 
and  one  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection,  engraved  in 
1783,  to  show  the  limits  under  the  treaty,  by  Os- 
good Carlton — a  man  of  science  and  practical  skill, 
as  well  as  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  her  localities.  Before  any  contro- 
versy, or  any  motive  existed  to  mislead,  he  laid 
down  the  boundary  there  as  now  claimed;  and,  to 
avoid  mistakes  as  to  dotted  lines  or  coloring,  he  had 

Erinted  on  the  map  itself  that  this  eastern  line,  as  we 
ave  always  claimed  it,  was  ^^Ihe  boundary  line  be- 
(ireen  Britain  and  America"  under  the  treaty  of 
peace.  Another  map  before  me,  in  Mr.  Gallatin's 
last  memoir,  made  by  Gov.  Pownal,  in  1776,  lays 
down  the  same  line  as  the  eastern  limit  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  others  still,  of  the  ^ame  date,  by  Car- 
ver, and  others;  and  another  by  Bowen,  in  1763. 
These  are  all  English  in  their  origin — several  of 
them  official  in  their  character; — and  the  whole,  so 
far  as  regard*  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from  maps, 
entirely  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  whole  territory  in  dispute. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  could  fortify  this  position  by  a 
mass  of  documents  and  evidence  of  a  different  char- 
acter; for  he  had  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
this  topic  ever  since  1819,  when  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  New  Hampshire  had  become  hazarded 
in  the  controversy  concerning  some  of  the  limits 
in  the  treaty  of  1783.  But  he  should  occupy  too 
much  time,  if  he  now  entered  into  this  point  fur- 
ther. 
[Several  Senators  said.  No:  go  on.] 
Mr.  W.  observed  that,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  he  felt  reluctant  to  do  it;  though,  before  sit- 
ting down,  he  would  advert*  a  moment  to  one  other 
reason  which  had  been  urged  for  assenting  to  the 
treaty,  with  diminished  limits  on  the  northeast. 
It  was,  that  certain  equivalents  had  been  gained 
elsewhere,  and,  among  the  rest,  on  the  northwest- 
ern boundary  of  New  Hampshire.  This  last  im- 
pression was  erroneous.  He  must  say,  once  for  all, 
that  we  had  not  gained  a  loot  of  land  there  to  which 
that  State  was  not  clearly  entitled. 

Without  entering  into  details,  which  might  be  te- 
dious to  others  than  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  it 
was  enough  to  say,  on  this  occasion,  that  tne  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river— which  was 
the  boundary  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783— was 
still  further  west  than  Hall's  stream,  described  In 
this  treaty  of  1842.  That  head  was  Lynch's stream; 
and,  as  is  apparent  on  Bouchette's  map  of  Canada, 
(hanging  nefore  us,)  would,  if  adopted,  give  to  the 
United  Slates  several  thousand  acres  more  land 
than  we  now  obtained.  But,  as  New  Hampshire 
had  not  surveyed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  west  of 
Hall's  stream,  she  could  not  insist  on  going  further 
on  her  account;  and  the  land  between  that  stream 
and  Lynch's,  if  awarded  to  the  United  States,  must, 
therefore,  belong  to  the  General  Government. 

It  was  for  them,  then,  and  not  for  her  to  complain, 
as  to  what  was  lost  between  those  two  stream$. 
But  thai  New  Hampshire  had  a  right  to  go  as  far 
as  Hall's  stream,  was  apparent  on  all  the  modern 
maps  made  since  the  country  was  explored  fully, 
as  being  more  northwest  than  Indian  stream,  or 
Perry's  brook,  or  the  main  branch  of  the  Connec- 
ticut. This  last  was  strangely  selected  by  the  King 
of  Holland  as  the  norihwesternmosi  head,  when  it 
is  the  northeast  one.  It  was  also  apparent  on  both 
Bowen's  and  Pownal's  maps,  made  as  long  ago  as 
1776,  as  well  as  several  others. 

But,  beyond  this,  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
had,  as  early  as  1789,  surveyed  to  the  source  of 
ihis  very  stream,  and  run  down  to  its  mouth,  as 
her  northwest  boundary;  and  ever  since,  when  oc- 
casion required,  had  exercised  jurisdiction  to  it. 

All  this,  with  other  proofs,  are  fully  detailed  in 
a  document  referred  to  in  the  correspondence  be- 
fore us,  which  was  prepared  by  myself,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  second  volume  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Historical  Collections,  as  long  ago  as  1827. 

He  took  this  occasion  to  do  the  justice  to  both 
the  Sooretary  of  Stale  and  Lord  Ashburton,  to  add, 
that,  after  the  New  Hampshire  delegation  invited 
attention  to  that  document,  and  one  of  them  ex- 
plained the  strong  evidence  which  existed  in  it 
against  the  narrower  line  first  proposed  in  this  ne- 
gotiation, as  set  out  in  page  67  of  the  correspond- 
ence, they  both  seemea  satisfied  that  New  Hamp- 
shire should  rightfully  hold  to  Hall's  stream. 
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Let  our  decision,  then,  be  what  it  may  on 
whole  treaty,  he  must  insist  that,  if  in  favor  of 
ratification,  (as  it  probably  would  be,)  it  should 
be  so  on  account  of  any  just  doubt  created  by 
old  maps  concerning  the  full  claim  of  Maine,  ^ 
originally  set'up;  nor  on  account  of  any  eqai^ 
lent  in  any  new  territory  obtained  for  New  Haoft 
shire,  beyond  what  her  original  limits  justified,  a§ 
what  she  had  long  claimed  and  enjoyed. 

[On  the  ensuing  day,  the  chairman  referred  b 
some  correspondence,  in  1833,  between  the  Briti^ 
Government  and  the  State  Department,  jhowioji 
willingness  on  our  side  to  deviate  west  from  adq^ 
north  Tine  from  ihe  St.  Croix,  provided snch  hii 
lands  as  are  described  ih  the  treaty  of  1783  ir*t 
not  discovered  at  the  end  of  that  line.  And  In; 
as  well  as  Mr.  Evans,  argued  thence,  that.the  orif^ 
nal  claim  had  been  in  some  respect  abaiidoDed% 
the  past  administration.  The  chairman  also  I^ 
ferred  to  some  new  letters  by  Lord  Palmer«i, 
showing  that  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline  the  Atl^ 
ican  Executive— or,  at  least,  the  Secretary  ^ 
State—knew,  before  1840,  that  Great  Britain  i|. 
tended  to  make  no  apology  for  that  outrage.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  expressed  his  regret  that  tbeciB> 
duct  of  two  of  his  former  associates  in  office  badboa 
called  in  qfuesticn,  who  were  not  now  here— ani, 
he  lamented  to  add,  were  not  in  existence— «oailD 
vindicate  themsel  ves.  He  mu.st  ask  the  indulges 
of  the  Senate  a  few  minutes,  to  correct  what  h?  mi- 
side  red  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  coadie 
of  bjth  of  them. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Livingston,  astoi 
deviation  from  a  due-noriH  line,  was  only  hypot^ 
ical — was  very  limited  in  its  effects,  in  any  eveol- 
and  originated  in  this  way:  As  long  ago  as  1887 « 
1828,  when  considering  the  convention  to  refertlii 
controversy  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  King  of  ^• 
land,  some  gentleman  in  the  Senate  had  sug^e*^ 
that,  after  a  due-north  line  from  the  source  of  tie 
St.  Croix  crossed  the  St.  John,  and  approached tb 
highlands  whence  streams  flow  into  the  St.  Laf- 
rence  one  way,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  the  othv, 
it  would  first  strike  some  streams  running  intotbe 
Bay  of  Chaleurs,  or  the  Gulf  of  St.  L&wrem. 
They  thence  argued  that  it  might  be  neeessair.ii 
that  event,  to  deviate  a  little  to  the  west,  audp 
round  the  sources  of  those  streams  till  tho!«  fai^ 
lands  were  reached  fVom  which  waters  flowed  i&to 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  into  the  Ailamic 
ocean  to  the  east  and  southeast.  The  treat?  cf 
1783  also  called  for  natural  monuments  at'ik 
point,  by  calling  for  highlands  of  that  character, 
as  well  as  mentioned  a  descriptive  corner  it 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  lir- 
ingston  supposed  that,  in  (act,  both  would  be  foaad 
to  agree  or  coincide  at  a  due  jiorth  point, as  lliesij] 
in  his  letter;  but  if  they  should  not,  he  adds-tii 
lawyer  would,  and  must,  on  sound  legal  pn'od- 
pies— that  the  natural  monuments  must  goven, 
rather  than  the  descriptive  comer. 

All  he  proposed,  then,  wa.s  what  the  law  of4e 
ca^e  required— which  is,  that  if  the  monniWBi 
and  the  angle  were  not  found  to  coincide,  a  derii- 
tion  might  be  made  to  the  west  far  enougntosmte 
the  natural  monument.  But  every  one  can  sec  I7 
this  map  of  the  commissioners  that  the  deriatioo,  if 
made  at  all,  instead  of  coming  down  near  iheBrii- 
ish  line  at  Mars  Hill,  or  even  to  the  St.  JobD,woald 
be  only  a  few  miles  west  from  a  line  dne  north  froc 
the  St.  Croix — ^being  a  gore,  wider  at  one  end,  »d 
a  point  at  the  other — leaving  nineteenths  ofthe  wMe 
claim,  if  not  all,  with  Maine,  as  before.- 

What  is  very  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Bri:- 
ish,  as  well  as  Mr.  Livingston,  knew  that  this  d^ 
.vi  at  ion  must  be  small,  if  any,  the  propositioa  vas 
refused  by  their  ambassador. 

So  far  from  there  being  any  pretence,  then,  tkit 
the  deviation  could  in  fact  come  south  of  tbe&. 
John,  it  is  stated  in  Sir  Charles  Vanghan'slettei 
expressly  that  it  could  not,  in  any  event,  probaUy 
go  south  of  the  St.  John,  nor  even  much  beyoii 
the  St.  Francis;  and  he  adds  that 

"Thea"weni  of  the  British  GaTernment ro  the  prnpoMat^ 
Mr.  LivingBtnn  «outd  concede  to  the  OovemmentoftlwlMiii 
Sutes  nearly  all  ihey  had  hiihenoclainved.'*'~ilfcBt^<»lk>- 
€Ue,'2ith  Cong.^  Uttem.  Doc,  414, j».  17. 

Let  US,  then,  hear  no  more  of  this  as  an  abtf- 
donment  of  the  American  claim,  either  in  the  rie* 
of  the  American  cabinet,  or  of  their  lynx-eyed  Bis* 
ish  opponents. 

In  respect  to  Lord  Palmerston's  recent  kner. 
imputing  to  the  past  administradon,  or  to  Mr.  For- 
syth, before  1840,  any  official  knowledge  that  ik( 
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British  Gtovemmeni  had  decided  to  make  no  apolo- 
jt  for  the  oalrage  on  the  Caroline,  and  to  assume 
fc  act  as  their  own:  Mr.  W.  thought,  when  he 
ieard  the  letter  read,  tncre  must  be  some  singular 
nisconception  or  marvellous  impudence  in  the 
Aarge.  No  man  possessed  a  higher  sense  of  hon- 
ir,  or  sterner  independence,  than  Mr.  Forsyth.  He 
ras  the  last  ma^  m  the  nation  to  conceal  anything 
broogh  fear—the  last  man  to  delay  bringing  diffi- 
nlties  to  a  point  through  subserviency. 

Looking  at  the  rest  of  the  correspondence  with 
^rd  Palmersion  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  it  appears  (as 
ras  to  have  been  expected)  that  the  latter  at  once, 
iid  categorically,  repels  the  imputations  of  the  Brit- 
sh  Secretary.  He  proceeds  also  to  piove  that  no 
asi  ground  for  them  could  exist,  in  anything  com- 
numcaledby  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  or  by  Lord 
^almersion  to  Mr.  Stevenson.  And  when,  in  a  sec- 
tnd  letter  of  Lord  Palmersion,  (not  read  by  trie  cbair> 
oan,)  an  attempt  is  made  to  Qualify  the  first  charge, 
LDd  to  soften  it  intoonenoiimplicaiingany  conduct  in 
he  American  Secretary,  minister,  or  President,  as  at 
.11  dishonorable,  Mr.  Stevenson  replies  again,  and 
nsists  that,  whether  honorable  or  dishonorable  in 
lis  Lordship's  opinion,  the  facts  of  the  case  had  by 
[iord  Palmerston  been  entirely  misapprehended. 

The  correspondence,  as  a  whole,  nullifies  com- 
)letely  the  imputation  made  by  the  British  Secrela- 
y;  and  any  inference  drawn  from  it  by  the  chair- 
nan,  [Mr^  IUv££,]  either  derogatory  to  the  past  ad- 
ninistration,  or  favorable  to  the  greater  condescen- 
ion  supposed  to  •  be  exhibited  by  England  in  the 
Qore  recent  explanations  on  that  matter  since  the 
irrest  and  trial  of  McLeod,  seems  to  rest  on  a  very 
andy  foundation. 

(In  votjng  on  the  separate  articles  of  the  treaty, 
\4r.  W.  voted  against  those  in  respect  to  the  en- 
j'agements  to  furnish  a  force  of  eighty  euns  to- 
wards suppressing  the  slave-trade.  This  arose, 
kH  from  an  unwillingness  io  do  everything  proper 
or  abolishing  that  trade  with  alacrity  and  emcien-  j* 
ry;bnt  from  an  aversion  to  enter  into  an  entangling*^ 
illiance  with  any  nation  for  any  object;  and  from  a 
elnctance  toseeno  compelled  by  England,  or  bound 
0  her,  to  do  as  to  other  countries  what  sne  had  no 
ight  to  demand  or  enforce.  The  altitude  appeared 
m  our  part  one  of  inferiority  and  submission,  or  of 
abjection.  A  sovereign  nation  ought  to  do  what 
s  just  and  honorable;  as  to  the  world  at  large,  or 
IS  to  the  general  interests  of  humanity,  without  the 
ntcrvention  or  gtiardianship  of  any  other  nation. 
Vgain:  the  quantity  of  force  to  be  employed  was 
IX)  large,  too  expensive,  and  unnecessary,  unless  it 
?as  employed  by  detachments  occasion  ally  from  our 
qoadrons  at  Brazil,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  West 
ndies.  Then,  and  then  only,  could  the  health  of 
be  officers  and  men  be  preserved,  and  a  great  bur- 
en  in  our  finances  averted,  which  EIngTand  bore 
)  protect  her  African  colonies  as  well  as  to  sup- 
Tess  the  slave-trade.  We  had  no  such  colonies 
elonging  to  oar  Gtovemmeni;  and  for  this,  and 
iher  reasons,  should  not  be  subjected  to  anything 
ke  equal  expenses  in  relation  to  this  matter'.] 

After  the  Senate  had  gone  though  with  the  dif- 
irent  articles  of  the  treaty,  and  were  ready  to  act 
n  the  question  of  its  final  ratification,  Mr.  W. 
ud  be  wished  to  submit  a  motion. 


80  Tavorable  to  the  Unitftd  dtatea  aathey  had  a  right  to  expect 
on  the  (acts  of  the  caee. 

2.  iZ««o^ved/ttr/Aer,Thai  the  Senate,  ihougti  anxious  (o  ad- 
just all  cordroversies  with  foreign  puwer«,  would  not  feel  iosti- 
fied  in  advitiing  a  raiiikation  of  ih(*ee  prorisione,  hat)  not 
Uaioe  and  Mdaaachiisehs,  the  Statea  iotereated  lo  the  disputed 
territory,  given  their  assent,  by  cdmmiMioners,  to  the  par* 
ticular  boundary  adopted  in  tboKe  (irnvisions,  [inmead  of  con- 
ferring general  authority  on  the  Federal  Govcrf)nner.t  to  agree 
lo  such  new  conventional  line  as  it  might  deem  just,  j 

[Mr.  TiLLMADGE  movcd  to  lav  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  W.  on  the  table;  but  there  feeing  doubts 
whether  this  might  not  carry  the  treaty  with  it, 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  King  then  suggested  that  the  resolutions  be 
moved  as  an  amendment  or  addition  to  the  resolve 
tor  ratification,  so  as  to  save  a  recommitment.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied,  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  had  doubts  wnether  such  a  course  would  be 
in  order,  or  he  would  acquiesce  in  it  with  pleasure. 

[Some  Senators  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  as  to  each  resolution  s^eparalely;  being 
willing  to  vote  for  one,  but  not  the  other.  Some 
expressed  themselves  embarrassed  how  to  vote, 
as  they  approved  one,  if  nol  both  of  the  resolu- 
tions; but  doubted  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
make  them  a  part  of  the  record ^in  the  ratification, 
and  requested  Mr.  W.,  on  that  account,  to  oblige 
them  by  withdrawing  the  motion.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  stated  that  his  object  in  of- 
fering the  motion  and  resolution  was  to  show  per- 
manently, and  in  the  briefest  manner  possible,  his 
general  views  and  grounds  of  justification  in  rati- 
fying the  tryaly.  As  he  had  accomplished  that 
object  with  ftie  Senate,  so  far  as  regarded  himself, 
he  would  not,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
views  of  all  on  the  journal  as  to  these  point*;,  press 
other  gentlemen  lo  a  vole  on  them  which  was  em- 
barrassing, and  might  lead  to  more  debate  and  de- 
lay. He  would,  therefor**,  con.sent  to  what  was 
asked,  and  withdraw  the  motion. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  TfiE 

UNITED  STATES. 

^^  • 

T9  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

We  have  continued  reason  to  express  our  pro- 
found gratitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
for  numberless  betoefi's  conferred  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. Blessed  with  genial  seasons,  the  husbandman 
nas  his  garners- filled  with  abundance;  and  the 
necestaries  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  luxurie-^, 
abound  in  every  direction.  While  in  some  other 
nations  steady  and  industrious  labor  can  hardly 
find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  greatest  evil 
which  we  have  to  encounter  is  a  surplus  of  pro- 
duction beyond  the  home  demand,  which  seeks, 
and  with  dilficulty  finds,  a  partial  market  in  other 
regions.  The  health  of  the  country,  with  partial 
exceptions,  has,  for  the  past  year,  been  well  pre- 
served; and,  under  their  free  and  wise  institutions, 
the  United  State's  are  rapidly  advancing  towards 
the  consummation  of  the  high  destiny  which  an 
overruling  Providence  seems  lo  have  marked  out 
for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion,  and 
at  peace  wiih  all  the  world,  we  are  free  to  consult 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  and  advancing 
the  happinessbf  the  people.  Such  arc  the  circum- 
stances under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  re- 
spective chambers,  .and  which  should  lead  us  to 
unite  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that  great 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  preserves  us  as  a 
nation. 

I  congrtlulaie  you,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  affairs  since 
my  last  annual  Message.  Cau.<;es  of  complaint  at 
that  time  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  which,  attended  by  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, threatenea  most  seriously  the  public 
peace.  The  difficuliy  of  adjusting  ^amicably  the 
questions  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  was, 
in  no  small  degree,  augmented  by  the  lapse  of 
time  since  they  bad  their  origin.  The  opinions 
entertained  by  the  Executive  on  several  of  the 
leading  topics  in  dispute,  were  frankly  set  forth  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  your  late  session. 
The  appointment  of  a  special  minister  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  Stales,  with  power  to  negoti- 
ate upon  most  of  the  points  of  difference,  indicated 
a  desire  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjust  themi  and 
that  minister  was  met  by  the  Executive  in  the  same 
<;pirit  which  had  dictated  his  mission.  The  treniy 
consequent  thereon,  having  been  duly  ratified  by 


He  observed  that  the  inclination  of  his  mind 
^as  to  vote  for  the  raiification,  though  he  disliked 
iQch  both  branches  of  the  treaty.  The  engage- 
ment, by  any  stipulation  made  to  a  foreign  power, 
>  do  anything  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade, 
hich  it  was  our  duty  to  do  of  our  own  accord, 
Qd  wiihout  the  surveillance  or  admonition  of 
hers,  looked  derogatory  to  us.  He  had  an  in- 
incible  repugnance  to  that  kind  of  assumption  by 
le  nation,  and  the  acquiescence  in  it  by  another. 
at  he  passed  by  that,  lo  come  to  the  Northeastern 
)undary,  concerning  which  he  wished  to  trouble 
le  Senate  with  a  single  motion.  It  was  made 
ith  a  view  to  show — what  he  believed  to  be  true-* 
tat  the  treaty  in  that  particular  was  not  what  the  ^ 
)untry  had  a  right  to  expect;  and,  therefore,  that 

woold  not  have  been  ratified  in  that  particular, 
id  not  Maine  and  Massachusetts— the  parties 
)ecially  interested-— agreed  to  the  line  adopted, 
'his,  at  leaat,  was  his  own  opinion.  But  as  their  com- 
ilssiimers  had  agreed  to  the  new  line,  he,  fbr  one, 
lould  waive  further  objections.  His  motion  was, 
lerefore,  lo  recommit  the  treaty  with  instructions 
I  report  the  two  following  resolutions  to  precede 

e  resolve  for  ratification:  .  .  ,  .         . .    i. 

Refolved,  Tbai  tbe  piovidoo.  io  this  iresiy,  reUiingtothe  \    ^^'^  twoGovernnaenls.  a  copy,  together  with  the  cor 
wthaftiUr^bwiiMlwf,  «wnot,inibeopini9nofthoa«»iie,  ]|  respondcncc  which  accompanied  it,  is  bwewuh  jj  of  justice  and  hnmamty 


communicated.  I  trust  that,  whilst  yon  may  sec  in  it 
nothing  objectionable,  itmay  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving, for  an  indefinite  period,  the  amicable  re- 
lations happily  existing  between  the  two  Gk>vern« 
ments.  The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  Che 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to 
the  civilized  world;  since  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  a  war  could  exist  between  them  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  Christendom.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  treaty  upon  ourselves  will  be 
fell  in  the  security  affordea  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise, which,  no  longer  apprehensive  of  interrup- 
tion, adventures  its  speculaiions  in  the  most  distant 
sea;  and,  freighted  with  ihe  diversified  productions 
of  every  land,  returns  to  bless  our  own.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  treaty  which,  in  the  slightest  degree,  i 
compromits  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation.  | 
Next  lo  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which 
must  always  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  between 
Slates  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which 
seemed  to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment 
was  that  connected  with  the  African  slave-trade. 
By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was 
expressly  declared  that'  "whereas  the  traffic  ia 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  whereas  l)olh  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object."  In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice 
had  threatened  to.  grow  up,  on  the  part  of  its 
cruisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  which,  while  it  seriously 
involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vex- 
ation a  branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  which  required  the  fostermg  care  of 
the  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  American  envo3rs, 
at  London,  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain 
an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found 
with  acargoof  slaves  on  board^  and  restricted  the 
British  pretension  to  a  mere  claim  lo  visit  and  in- 
quire; yet  it  could  not  well  be  discerned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  in- 
quiry could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voy^ 
age,  and  consequent  interruption  to  the  trade,  ft 
was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search,  presented  only 
in  a  new  form,  and  expressed  in  different  W9rds; 
and  I 'therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  distinctly  to  de- 
clare, in  my  annual  Message  to  Congress,  that  no 
such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  had  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to' en* 
force  their  own  laws,  and  to  protect  their  flag  from 
being  used  for  purposes  wholly  forbidden  by  those 
laws,  and  obnoxious  to  the  nK)ral  censure  of  the 
world.  Taking  the  Message  as  his  letter  of  in- 
structions, our  then  MiniMer  at  Paris  felt  him- 
self required  to  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  re- 
monstrance which  he  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  to  M.  Guizot,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  against  what  has  been  called 
the  Cluintuple  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Gk>vemment. 
In  close  conformity  with  these  views,  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  was  fVamed,  which  provides 
that  "each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  the  African 
seas  a  force  of  nol  less  than  eighty  guns,  to  act  sep- 
arately and  apart,  under  instructions  from  their  re- 
spective Governments,  and  for  the  enfbircment  of 
their  respective  laws  and  obligations."  From  this 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  Mes- 
sage has  been  fully  maintained,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  the'two  countries,^ 
and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for  interference 
with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Government.  While,  therefore,  the 
United  Slates  have  been  standing  np  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
make  that  a  pretext  for  avoiding  a  fblfilment  of 
their  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  lor  giving 
coimtenance  lo  a  trade  repro*bated  by  our  lawt* 
A  similar  arrangement  by  the  other  great  powers 
could  not  fail  to  sweep  from  the  ocean  the  slave- 
trade,  wiihout  the  interpolation  of  any  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  maritime  code.  We  ma^  be  permit- 
ted to  hope  that  the  exannple  thus  set  will  be  follow- 
ed by  some,  if  not  all  of^them.  We  thereby  also 
afford  suitable  protection  to  the  fair  trader  in  chose 
seas;  thus  fulfilling  at  the  same  time  the  dictates 
of  a  sound  policy,  and  complying  with  the  dram 
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It  would  have  furnished  additional  canse  for  cun- 
gratulatioQ,  if  the  treaty  could  have  embraced  all 
subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to  a  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  Governments.  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  north 
of  the  forty -second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portion 
of  which  Great  Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract 
the  attention  of  our  fellow-citizens;  Tmd  the  tide  of 
population,  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately 
an  unbroken  wilderness  in  more  contiguous  re- 
gions, is  preparing  to  flow  over  those  vast  districts 
which  stretch  from  the  Rock^  mountams  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  In  advance  ot  the  acquirement  o( 
individual  rights  to  these  lands,  sound  policy  die- 
.  tales  that  every  efl^prt  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
•  two  Grovem meats  to  settle  their  respective  claims. 
It  became  manifest,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  late 
ne^tiations;  that  any  attempt,  lor  the  time  being, 
sausfactorilyjo  determine  those  rights,  would  lead 
to  a  protf acted  discussion,  which  might  embrace 
in  its  failure  other  mor«  pressing  matters;  and  the 
Executive  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  to  waive  all 
the  advantages  of  an  honorable  adiustmeni  of  other 
difficulties  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  be- 
cause this,  not  so  immediately  pressing,  stood  in 
the  way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may 
not,  for  several  years  to  come,  involve  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries,  yet  I  shall  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Qreat  Britain  the  importance  of  its  early  setthe- 
ment.  Nor  will  other  matters  of  commercial  im- 
portance to  the  two  countries  be  overlooked;  and  I 
nave  good  reaM)n  to  believe  that  it  will  comport 
with  the  policy  of  England,  as  it  does^  with  that  of 
the  United  States,  to  seize  upon  this  moment,  when 
most  of  the  causes  of  irritation  have  passed  away, 
to  cement  the  peace  and  amity  of  the  t^ij^o  countries, 
by  wisely  removing  all  grounds  of  probable  future 
collision. 

'  With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relations 
continue  on  the  most  amicable  footing.'  Treaties 
now  existing  with  them  should  be  rigidly  ob^rved; 
and  every  opportunity,  compatible  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  should  be  seized  upon  to 
enlarge  the  basis  of  commercial  intercourse.  Peace 
with  all  the  world  is  the  true  foundacion  of  our 
policy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permanent  by 
the  practice  of  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all. 
Our  great  desire  should  be  to  enter  only  into  that 
rivalry  which  looks  to  the  general  good,  m  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  sciences,  the  enlargement  of  the 
field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and 
the  spread  of  commerce  (that  great  civilizer)  to 
every  land  and  sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  in- 
terference in  all  questions  exclusively  referring 
themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  an  equal  exemption  fron) 
the  interference  of  European  Governments  in  what 
relates  to  the  States  of  the  American  oontiuent. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last,  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  11th  of 
April,  1839,  made  to  the  proper  department  a 
final  report  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissiion.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  com- 
missioners and  the  umpire  appointed  imder  that 
convention,  was  two  million  twenty  six  thousand 
and  seventy  nine  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents.  The 
arbiter  having  considered  that  his  functions  were 
required  by  the  convention  to  terminate  at  the 
same  time  with  those  of  the  commissioners,  relum- 
ed to  the  board,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  claims 
which  had  been  allowed  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners, to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and 
eighty-eight  cents.  Other  claims,  in  which  the 
amoQnt  sought  to  be  recovered  was  three  million 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  lat6  for  its  consideration. 
The  Minister  of  t))e  United  Slates  at  Mexico  has 
been  duly  authorized  to  make  demand  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  awards,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
convention,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13lh  of  June,  1840.  He  has  also  been 
mstructed  to  coramimicata  to  that  Qovernment  the 
expectiiions  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  those  claims  which  were  not 
disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Mexican  Government.  He  h:\s 
also  been  furnished  with  other  instructions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Government  of  Mexico 
vhovUd  not  find  itself  in  a  condition  to  make  pres- 
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ent  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards,  in  specie 
or  i^  equivalent. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  information 
which  is  esteemed  favorable,  both  to  a  just  satis- 
faction of  the  awards,  and  a  reasonable  provision 
for  other  claims,  has  been  recently  received  from 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed  the  in- 
structions of  his  Grovernment  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accom- 
panied the  late  Texan  expedition  to  Santa  F^,  and 
who  vere  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the 
Department  of  Stale  and  the  Mexican  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  the  complaint  of  Mexico 
that  Citizens  of  the  United  States  were  permitted 
to  give  aid  to  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  in  the  war 
existing  between  her  and  that  republic.  Copies  of 
this  correspondence  are  herewith  communicated  to 
Congress,  together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the 
same  subject,  addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Mexico,  by  the  American  Minister  and  the  Mexi- 
can Secretary  of  State. 

Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  to  that  Government, 
by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the  same  rank 
as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in 
Mexico.  From  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  mission,  favorable  results  are  anticipated  from 
it.  It  is  so  obvioubly  for  the  interest  or  both  coun- 
tries, as  neighbors  and  friends,  that  all  ju5t  causes  of 
mutual  dissatisfaction  should  be  removed,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  (he  employ- 
ment of  any  practicable  and  honorable  means  to 
accomplish  that  end. 

The  afifairs  pending  between  this  Government 
and  several  others  of  the  States  ol  this  hemisphere 
formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  again, 
within  the  past  year,  been  materially  obstructed 
by  the  military  revolutions  and  conflicts  in  those 
countries. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Ecuador,  of  the  I3th  of 
June,  1839,  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  instru^ 
ment  has  been  duly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  Copies  are  now  communicated  to 
Congf  est,  with  a  view  to  enable  that  body  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our  inter- 
course with  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  re- 
quisite. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Grovernment  of 
Chili  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  on  account  of 
the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Warrior  at  Coquim- 
bo,  in  18*20.  This  Government  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  other  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Chili 
will  be  hastened  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  close. 

The  empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether 
exempt  from  those  convulsions  which  so  constant- 
ly afflict  the  neighboring  republics.  Distur^nces 
which  recently  "broke  out  are,  however,  now  un- 
understood  to  be  quieted.  But  these  occurrences, 
by  threatening  the  s'ability  of  the  Governments,  or 
by  causing  incessant  and  violent  changes  in  them, 
or  in  the  persons  who  administer  them,  tend  great- 
ly to  retard  provisions  for  a  just  indemnity  for  loss- 
es and  injuries  suffered  by  individual  subjects  or 
citizens  of  other  States.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  feel  it  to  be  its  duty,  however,  to 
consent  to  no  delay,  not  unavoidable,  in  making 
satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries  sustained  by 
its  own  citizens.  Many  years  having,  in  some 
cases,  elapsed,  Tk  decisive  and  eflTectuaf  course  of 
proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective 
Governments  against  whom  claims  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

The  vexatious,  harassing,  and  expensive  war 
which  so  long  prevailed  with  the  Indian  tribes  in- 
habiting the  peninsula  of  Florida,  has  happily  been 
terminated;  whereby  our  army  has  been  relieved 
from  a  service  of  the  most  disagreeable  character, 
and  the  treasury  from  a. large  expenditure.  Some 
casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident 
to  the  clo«c  proximity  of  border  settlefs  and  the 
Indians;  but  tnese,  as  m  all  other  cases,  may  be  \e(t 
to  the  care  of  the  local  authorities,  aided,  when 
occasion  may  require,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States.  A  sufficient  number  of  troops  will  be 
maintained  in  Florida,  so  long  as  the  remotest  ap- 
prehensions  of  danger  shall,  exist;  yet  iheir  duties 
will  be  limited  rather  to  the  garrisoning  of  the  neces- 
sary posts,  than  to  the  maintenance  of  active  hostili- 
ties. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  territory,  so  long  re- 
tarded in  its  growth,  will  now  speedily  recover 
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from  the  evils  incident  to  a  protracted  war,  exb^ 
iiing,  in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  pn^ 
tions,  true  evidences  of  returning  wealth  aodpt^ 
periiy.  By  the  practice  of  rigid  justice  toni^ 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  residing  within  m 
territorial  limits,  and  the  exercise  of  a  pareitf 
vigilance  over  their  interests,  protectirg  thS 
against  fraud  and  intrusion,  and  at  the  saiae  ii« 
using  every  proper  expedient  to  introdace  amow 
them  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  we  may  fondly  bote 
not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  loTe  for» 
but  ta  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  i| 
its  avocations.  With  several  of  the  tribes,  great 
progress  in  civilizing  them  has  already  beenmidt 
The  school ma^^ter  and  the  missionary  are  food 
side  by  side;  and  the  remnants  of  what  were  ooce 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  may  yet  be  pn. 
served  as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  fbnhai> 
selves  and  iheir  posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jm- 
ary,  184*2,  (exclusive  of  the  amount  deposited  wiik 
the  States,  trust  funds,  and  indemnities,}  was S^. 
483  68.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  daring  il« 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  from  til 
sources,  amount  to  $26,616,593  78;  of  which  more 
than  fourteen  millions  were  received  from  ens- 
toms,  and  about  one  million  from  the  public  laods. 
The  receipts  for  the  fourth  Quarter  are  estimated M 
nearly  eight  millions;  of  which  four  millions  ve 
expected  from  customs,  and  three  millions  and  i 
half  from  loans  and  treasury  notes.  Theexpeadi< 
tures  of  the  first,  three  cjnartersof  the  present  jw 
exceed  twenty-six  millions,  and  those  estimatedfor 
the  fourth  quarter  amount  to  about  eifht  millktt; 
and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  deficiencjor 
half  a  million  on  the  1st  January  nejtt;  hot  that  tke 
amount  of  outstanding  warrants  (estimated  at  tSOl,- 
000)  will  leave  an  actual  balance  of  aboat  |321;O0O 
in  the  treasury.  Amont;  the  expenditures  of  the 
year,  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  pnbbc 
debt,  and  $600,000  on  account  of  the  distribatioa  % 
the  Sta4es  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  [pabtie 
lands. 

The  present  tarifi*  of  duties  was  somewhat  hb- 
tily  and  hurriedly  passed  near  the  close  of  theUie 
session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have  defecl^ 
can,  therefore,  be  surprising  to  no  one:  To  rea- 
edjr  such  defects  as  may  be  found  to  exist  in  mnf 
of  its  numerous  provisions,  will  not  fail  to  daia 
your  serious  attention.  It  may  well  merit  la* 
Quiry,  whether  the  exaction  of  all  duties  in  cish 
does  not  call  for  the  introduction  of  a  systea 
which  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  coontria 
where  it  has  been  adopted.  I  refer  to  the  wiri- 
housing  system.  The  first  and  most  promioeBt 
effect  which  it  would  produce.  Would  be  to  protea 
the  market  alike  against  redundant  or  defideat 
supplies  of  foreign  fabrics;  both  of  which,  in  the 
long  run,  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  manofactv- 
rer  as  to  the  importer.  The  quantity  of  goods  ia 
store  being  at  all  times  readily  known,  it  would  et 
able  the  importer,  with  an  approach  to  accaracy,  to 
ascertain  tne  actual  wants  of  the  market,  and  to 
regulate  himself  accordingly.  If,  however,  k 
should  fall  into  error,  by  importing  an  excess  above 
the  public  wants,  be  could  readily  correct  its  evils 
by  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  and  advantage 
ot  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehotse, 
the  goods  imported  would  await  the  demands  of 
the  market;  and  their  issues  would  be  goventedby 
the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Ths 
an  approximation  would  be  ntade  to  a  steadiness 
and  uniformity  of  price,  which,  if  attainable,  woaU 
conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mercastiie 
and  mechanical  operations. 

The  apprehension  may  be  well  entertained,  thi, 
without  something  to  ameliorate  the  rigor  of  cask 
payments,  the  entire  import  trade  may  fall  iototbe 
hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  thiscouBUT 
and  in  Europe.  The  small  importer,  who  requite 
all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  investments  abroad, 
and  who  can  but  ill  afibrd  to  pay  the  lowest  doty, 
would  have  to  subduct  in  advance  a  portion  of  hs 
funds,  in  order  .to  pay  the  duties,  and  would  kee 
the  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for  all  tbe 
time  the  goods  mi^t  remain  unsola;  which  ai^ 
absorb  his  profits.  The  rich  capitalist  abroad,  is 
well  as  at  nome,  would  thus  possess,  afierashort 
time,  an*  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  impoit 
trade;  and  laws  designed  for  tne  benefit  of  iQi 
would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  few— ar^ 
suit  wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  onr  la- 
st itutions,  and  anti-republican  in  all  its  tendeaeiflL 
The  warehousing  S3r9tem  wou^  enable  ihe  import* 
er  to  watch  the  maxket>  and  U)  8«lc^  Jrit  eva  tiif 
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0):  offering  his  ^oods  for  sale.    A  profitable  por- 
m  of  the  carrying  trade  ia  arlicles  entered  for 
be  benefit  ofdrawoack,  mast  also  be  most  seriously 
iflected,  without  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to 
ftlicve  the  cash  system.    The  warehousing  sys- 
dm  would  afford  that  relief,   since  the  carrier 
roflid  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  store- 
lonscjs  and  might,  without  advancing  the  duty,  re- 
bip  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign  ports. 
I  farther  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  super- 
ede  the  system  of  drawbacks,  thereby  effectually 
•rotectine  the  Government  against  fraud,  as  the 
ighi  of  debenture  would  not  attach  to  goods  after 
keir  withdrawal  from  the  public  stores. 
la  revising  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  should 
'oa  deem  it  proper  to  do  so  at  your  nresent  session, 
can  onl^  repeat  the  suggestions  ana  recommenda- 
ion?  which,  upon  several  occasions,  I  have  herc- 
ofore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  to  Congress. 
The  great  primary  and  controlling  interest  of  the 
American  people  is  union;  union,  not  only  in  the 
acre  forms  of  government— forms  which  may  be 
>roken— but  union  founded  in  an  aUachment  of 
katesand  individuals  for  each  other.  "This  union 
n  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by 
he  adoption  of  that  course  of  policy  which,  nei- 
her  giving  exclusive  benefits  to  some,  nor  impos- 
Bg  onnec&rsary  burdens  upon  others,  shall  <Jonsuli 
kt  interests  of  all,  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moder- 
UioD,  and  there^  seeking  to  harmonize  public 
opinion,  and  causing  the  people  everywhere  to  feel 
md  to  know  that  the  Government  is  carelul  of  the 
nterests  of  all  alike.    Nor  is  there  any  subject  in 
^rd  to  which   moderation,  connected  with  a 
rise  discrimination,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the 
mposition  of  duties  on  imports.    Whether  refer- 
Bce  be  had  to  revenue— the  primary  objVct  in 
he  imposition  of  taxes— or  to  the  incidents  which 
iccessarily  flow  from  their  imposition,  this  is  en- 
irely  true.    Extravagant  duties  defeat  their  end 
aid  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind 
in  hostility  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  but  by 
ndncing  a  system  of  smuggling  on  an  extensive 
cale,  and  the  practice  of  every  numner  of  fraud 
ipon  the  revenue,  vhich  the  utmost  vigilance  of 
ioremment  cannot  effectually  suppress.    An  opi 
nsite  course  of  policy  would  be  auended  by  re- 
lilts  essentially  different,  of  which  every  interes* 
•f  society— and  none  more  than  those  of  the  manu- 
acinrer— woultl     reap    important     advantages. 
Imong  the^most  striking  of  its  benefits  would 
«  that  derived  from  the  general  acquiescence  of 
be  country  in   its  support,  and  the  consequent 
»ermanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given 
I)  all  the  operations  of  industry.    It  cannot  be  too 
►ilen  repeated,  that  no  system  "of  legislation  can 
e  wise,  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.    No 
otcrest  can  thrive  under  it.    The  prudent  capi- 
ilist  will  never  adventure  his  capital  in  manu" 
&auring  establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading 
iirsnit  of  life.  If  there   exists  a  state  of  uncer- 
linty  as  to  whether  the  Government  wilf  repeal 
>-morrow   what  it  ha.s  enacted    to-day.    Fitful 
refits,  however  high,  if  threatened  with  a  ruinous 
edaciion  by  a  vacillating  puticy  on  the  part  of 
K)vemment,  will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  itosi  the 
loney  which  he  has  acquirea  by  a  life  of  labor 
pon  the  uncertain  adventure.^  I,  therefore,  in  the 
pirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other 
esire  than  to   rescue  the  great  interests  of  the 
dontry  from  the  vortex  of  political  contention, 
Dd  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  solemn  du- 
es ol'  ihe  place  which  I  now  occupy,  recom- 
lend  moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise  dis- 
rimination  as  to  their  .several  objects,  as  being 
ot  only  most  likely  to  be  durable,  but  most  advan^ 
i^us  to  every  interest  of  society. 
The  report  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment exhibits  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  account 
r  the  various  and  important  interests  committed 
>  the  charge  of  that  officer.    It  is  particularlv 
ratifyin|^  to  find  that  the  expenditures  for  the  mili- 
ry  service  are  greatly  reduced  in  amount;  that  a 
rici  system  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into 
le  service,  and  the  abuses  of  past  years  greatly 
(formed.     The  fortifications   on  our  maritime 
ontier  have  been  prosecuted  with  much  vigor, 
id  at  many  points  our  defences  are  in  a  very  con- 
dt'rable  state  of  forwardness.    7  he  suggestions 
I  reference  to  the  establishment  of  means  of  com- 
unicaiion  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific,  and 
the  survey:^  so  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
sources  of  the  intermediate  cocmtry,  are  entitled 
the  most  ^Torahle  coosideralionT    While  i 
oold  propote  noUusg  inconsistent  with  (riendly 
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negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of  our  claims  in 
that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  points  out  the 
necessity  of  such  measures  as  may,  en^e  us  to 
maintain  our  rights.  The  arrangements  made  fur 
preserving  our  neutral  reftations  on  the  boundary 
betweeh  us  and  Texas,  and  keeping  in  check  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  will  be  mamtained  so  long 
a.s  circumstances  may  require. 

For  several  years  angry  contentions  have  grown 
out  of  the  disposition  cii reeled  by  law  to  be  made  of 
the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  Government  in  seve- 
ral of  the  Slates,  The  Government  is  constituted 
the  landlord,  and  the  citizens  of  the  States  wherein 
lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  relation  is  an 
imwise  one;  and  it  would  be  much  more  conducive 
to  the  public  interest  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should 
be  made,  than   that  they  should  remain  in  their 

E resent  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ore  would 
e  more  abundantly  and  certainly  furnished  when 
to  be  drawn  from  the  enterprise  and  the  industry 
ol  the  proprietor,  than  under  the  present  system. 

The  recommendatiot;^  of  the  Secretary  m  regard 
to  the  improvements  of  the  Western  waters,  and 
certain  prominent  harbors  on  the  lakes,  merit,  and 
I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  serious  attention. 
The  great  importance  of  these  subjects  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  extensive  region  referred  to,  and  the 
security  of  the  whole  country  in  time  of  war,  can- 
not escape  observation.  The  losses  of  life  and 
propert^r  which  annually  occur  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  alone,  because  of  the  dangerous 
obstructions  in  the  river,  make  a  loud  demand 
upon  Congress  lor  the  adoption  of  efficient  meas- 
ures for  their  removal. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
bring  you  acquainted  with  that  important  branch 
of  the  public  defences  Considering  the  already 
vast  and  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, apart  from  the  exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of 
an  extended  seaboard,  all  that  relates  to  the  navy  is 
calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  What- 
ever tends  to  add  to  its  efiUciency,  without  entail- 
ing Unnecessary  charges  upon  the  treasury,  is  well 
worthy  of  vour  serious  consideration,  ft  will  be 
seen,  that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more 
than  a  million  the  appropriations  of  the  preent 
year,  is  asked  bv  the  Secrftary,  yet  that,  in  thi;* 
sum,  is  proposed  to  be  included  ^400,000  for  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  which,  when  once  expend- 
ed, will  be  annually  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  the 
clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund, 
withoui  any  new  appropriation  to  the  same  object. 
To  this  may  abo  be  added  S50,000  asked  to  cover 
the  arrearages  of  pa.«t  years,  and  $250,000  in  order 
to  maintain  a  competent  .squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  all  of  which,  when  deducted,  will  reduce 
the  expenditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  current  vear.  While,  however,  the  expen- 
ditures will  thus  remain  very  nearly  the  same  as 
of  th^  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add  greatly 
to  the  operations  of  the  marine,  and,  in  lieu  of 
only  twenty-five  ships  in  commission,  and  but  little 
in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep,  with  the  same  ^ex- 
penditure, forhr-one  ves^^els  afloat,  and  to  build 
twelve  .ships  of  a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  is  established, 
and  great  pams  are  taken  to  insure  industry, 
fidelity,  ana  economy  in  every  department  of  duty. 
Experiments  have  been  instituteato  test  the  qual- 
ity of  various  inaterials,  (particularly  copper,  iron, 
and  coal,)  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
(General,  that  the  great  point  which,  for  several 
years,  has  been  so  much  desired,  has.  during  the 
current  year,  been  fully  accomplished.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  current  year 
nave  been  brought  within  its  income,  without  les- 
sening its  general  usefulness.  There  has  been  an 
increase  of  revenue  equal  to  S166,000  for  the  year 
1843  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  is  believed, 
any  addition  having  been  made  to  Ihe  number  of 
leUers  and  newspapers  transmitted  through  the 
mails.  The  Post  Ofiice  laws  have  been  honestly 
administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  in  ac- 
counting for,  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates 
of  the  department,  the  moneys  which  have  been 
received.  For  the  detail^  or  the  service,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of 
the  condition  of  the  public  administration  will  serve 
to  convince  you  that  every  proper  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who 
have  been  called  totheheads  ofthe different  depart- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  annual  expenditures 
of  the  Qovernment  already  accomplished,  furnishes 


a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of 
the  public  moneys  is  regarded  as  a  paramount 
duty. 

At  peace  with  all  the  world— the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen  sacredly  maintained,  and  hi& 
rights  secured  under  political  Ine^titutions  deriving 
all  their  authority  from  the  direct  sanction  cf  the 
people— with  a  soil  fertile  almost  beyond  example, 
and  a  country  blessed  with  every  diversity  of  cli- 
mate and  pr«»duction,  what  remains  to  be  done  in 
order  to  advance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
such  a  peoplel  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  that 
probably  could  be  done  for  a  people  inhabitijig  such 
a  country,  would  be  to  fortify  their  peace  and  se- 
curity in  the  prosecution  of  their  varions  pursuits, 
by  guarding  them  against  invasion  from  without, 
and  violence  from  within.  The  rest,  for  the  greater 
part,  might  be  left  to  their  own  energy  and  enter- 
prise. The  chief  embarrassments  which,  at  the 
moment,  exhibit  themselves,  have  arisen  from  over- 
action;  and  the  most  difficult  task  which  remain.s 
to  be  accomplished  is  that  of  correcting  and  over- 
coming its  effects.  Between  the  years  1833  and 
1638,  additions  were  made  to  bank  capital  and 
bank  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designed  for  cir- 
culation, to  an  extent  enormously  greaL  The  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be,  not  how  the  best  currency 
could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  put  in  circula- 
tion. Thus,  a  vast  amount  of  wnat  was  called 
money — since,  for  the  time  being,  it  answered  the 
purpc«»es  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  country; 
an  over- issue  which  was.  attendee!,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of  tfaie 
prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a 
speculative  mania  all  over  the  country,  and  has 
finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on  the 
part  of  States  and  individuals,  the  prostration  of 
public  4nd  private  credit,  a  depreciation  in  the 
market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
has  lefl  large  districts  of  country  almost  en- 
tirelv  without  any  circulating  medium.  In  view 
of  'the  fact  that,  in  1830,  the  whole  bank-note 
circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted 
to  but  061,323,898,  ^according  to  the  Treasury 
statements,  and  that  an  addition  had  been  made 
thereto  of  the  enormous  sum  of  $88,000,000 
in  seven  years,  (the  circulation  on  the  1st  January, 
1837,  being  stated  at  8149,185,890,)  aided  by  the 
?reat  facilities  afforded  in  obtaining  loans  from 
European  capitalists,  who  were  seized  -with  the 
same  speculative  mania  which  prevailed  in  the 
United  States — and  the  large  importations  of  fands 
from  abroad,  the  result  of  ylock  sales  and  loans — 
no  one  can  b?  surprised  at  the  apparent,  but  unsub- 
stantial, state  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  while  little  cause  of  sur- 
prise should  be  felt  at  the  present  prostration  of  ev- 
erything, and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  so  lar^e  an  amount  of  bank  is- 
sues since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  believed,  the 
amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar 
period  antecedent  to  1^7 — it  ceases  to  be  a  matter 
of  astonishment  that  such  extensive  shipwreck 
should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes,  or  that 
difficulties  should  exist  in  meeting  their  engage-  , 
ments  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  States.  Apart  from 
which,  if  there  be  uken  into  account  the  immense 
los^es  sustained  in  il^e  dishonor  of  numerous  banks, 
it  is  less  a  matter  of  surprise  that  insolvency  should 
have  visited  many  of  our  fellow-citizens,  than  that 
so  many  should  have  escaped  the  blighting  influ- 
ences of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths,  and 
withan  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  pressing  necessi* 
ties  of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  cause 
to  be  submitted  to  you,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  late  session,  the  plan  of  an  Exchequer ;  the 
whole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining  which,  in 
purity  and  vigor,  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  and,  there- 
fore, virtually  by  the  people  damsel  ves.  It  was 
proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direc- 
tion of  a  treasury  board,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  the 
law  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  executed;  and 
that  the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of 
exchange,  at  all  times  convertible  into  gold  and 
silver,  should  be  attained.  The  board,  thus  consti- 
tuted, was  given  as  much  permanency  as  conld  be 
imparled  to  it,  without  end^tngeiing  the  proper 
share  of  n  sponsibilily  which  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.   In  order  to  insure  all  the  g^v^ 
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tages  of  a  well-maiured  experience,  the  commis- 
sioners Were  to  hold  their  offices  fot  ihe  respective 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years;  ibereby  seca- 
ingf  at  all  times,  in  the  management  ol  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  services  of  two  men  of  experience; 
and  to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  it  was  provided 
that  their  removal  should  only  lake  place  for  ac- 
tual incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be 
followed  by  the  President  with  an  exposition  of 
the  causes  ol  styrh  removal,  sliould  it  occur.  It 
was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each 
of  the  States,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limit- 
ations of  the  power  of  removal,  which,  with  the  cen- 
tral board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse 
the  public  moneys;  and  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound 
paper  medium  of  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should 
retain  of  the  revenue?  ot  the  Government  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  S5,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  apart  as  re- 
quired by  its  operations,  and  to  pay  the  public 
creditor,  at  his  own  option,  either  in  specie,  or  treas- 
ury notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  five^or 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  which  notes  should 
be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue,  and  to 
be  receivable  at  all  times  and  everj' where  in  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues;  with  a  restraint  upon 
such  issue  of  bills,  that  the  same  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximum  of  $15,000,000.  In  order  to 
gnard  against  all  the  hazards  incident  to  fiuctna- 
tions  in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested  with  authority  to  issue  $5,000,000  of 
Government  stock,  should  the  same  at  any  time  be 
regarded  as  necessary,  in  order  lo  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which 
might  be  thrown  into  circulation:  thus,  in  fact, 
makinff  the  is^^ue  of  SI  5,000,000  of  exchequer  bills 
rest  substantially  on  $10,000,000;  and  keeping  in 
circulation  never  more  than  one  and  one-half  dol- 
lar for  «very  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this  it  is 
added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  re- 
ceivable in  Government  dues,  but  that  th^  Gbv 
emment  itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ultimate 
redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the 
paper  which  the  Exchequer  would  furnish  would 
readily  enter  into  general  circulation,  and  be  main- 
tained at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and 
silverj  thereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  the 
age,  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  people.  In 
6rder  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses 
of  the  plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  Ex- 
chequer with  the  limited  authority  to  deal  in  bills 
of  exchange,  (imless  prohibited  bv  the  State  in 
which  an  agency  mignt  be  situated,)  having  only 
thirty  days  to  run,  and  resting  on  a  fair  and  bona 
iAe  basis.  The  legislative  will  on  .this  point  might 
be  so  plainly  announced,  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  lor 
partiality  or  favoritism.  It  was  furthermore  pro- 
posed to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority  to 
receive  on  deposile,  to  a  limited  amount,  the  specie 
funds  of  individua's,  and  to  grant  certificates  there- 
for, to  be  redeemed  on  presentation,  under  the  idea 
(which  is  believed  to  be  well  founded)  that  such 
certificates  would  come  in  aid  ol  the  exchequer 
bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper  circula- 
tion. Or,  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings 
in  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should  be  authorized 
not  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual  deposites  of 
specie,  but  for  specie  or  its  equivalents  to  sell  drafts, 
cnargmg  therefor  a  small  but  reasonable  premium, 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  benefits  of  the  law  would 
be  speedily  manifested  in  the  revival  of  the  credit, 
trade,  and  business  of  the  whole  country.  Enter- 
taining this  opinion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  urge 
its  adoption  upon  Congress,  by  reference  to  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  interests,  with 
such  alterations  in  its  details  as  Congress  may  in 
its  wisdom  see  fit  to  make. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  proposed  alteraliotrand 
amendment  of  the  laws  establishing  the  Treasury 
Department  has  encountered  various  objections; 
and  that,  among  others^  it  has  been  proclaimed  a 
Government  bank  of  fearful  and  dangerous  im- 
port. It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  it  no  extraor- 
dinary powers.  R  purports  to  do  no  more  than  pay 
the  debts  of  the  Government  with  the  redeemable 
paper  of  the  Government;  in  which  respect,  it  ac- 
complishes precisely  what  the  Treasury  does  daily 
at  this  time— in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the 
treasury  notes,  which,  under  law,  it  is  authorized  to 
issue.  It  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinary  bank, 
as  it  furnishes  no  profits  to  private  stockholders, 
and  lends  no  capital  to  individuals.  If  it  be  ob- 
jected to  as  a  Gfoveroment  bank,  and  the  objection 
l)e  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation 
lo  lh«  Treasury  be  repealed,  and  the  capacity  of 


the  Government  to  collect  what  is  due  to  it,  or  pay 
what  it  owes,  b^  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  {lurpose  of  the  proposed  Ex- 
chequerj  and  surely,  if,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
puiiacise  so  essential,  it  affords  a  sound  circulatin|r 
medium  to  the  coimiry  atfd  facilities  to  trade,  it 
should  be  regarded  as  no  slight  recommendation 
of  it  to  public  consideration.  Properly  guarded  by 
the  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous 
evil;^nor  can  any  abuse  arise  under  it,  but  such  as 
the  Legislature  itself  will  be  answerable  for,  if  it  be 
tolerated;  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law,  and 
is  susceptible  at  all  times  of  modification,  amend- 
ment, or  repeal,  at  the  pleasure  of  Conc:ress.  I 
know  that  it  has  been  objected  that  the  sv.stem- 
would  be  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Legislature 
— by  whom  alone  it  cou'd  be  abused— >in  the  par- 
ty conflicts  of  the  day;  that  such  abuse  would 
manifest  itself' in  a  change  of  the  law,  which 
would  authorize  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  for 
the  purpose  of  inflating  prices  and  winning  pop- 
ular favor.  To  that  it  may  be  answered, 
that  the  ascription  of  such  a  motive  to  Congress  is 
altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible.  The  the- 
ory of  our  ipsi|tutions  would  lead  us  to  a  difi*erent 
conclusion.  But  a  perfect  security  against  a  pro- 
ceeding so  reckless,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
very  nature  of  things.  The  political  party  which 
should  be  so  blind  to  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  resort  to  snch  an  expedient,  would  inevita- 
bly meet  with  a  final  overthrow,  ifct  the  fact  that, 
the  moment  the  paper  ceased  to  be  convertible  into 
specie,  or  otherwise  promptly  redeemed,  it  would 
become  worthless,  and  would,  in  the  end,  dishonor 
the  Grovernroent,  involve  the  people  in  ruin,  and 
such  political  party  in  hopeless  disgrace.  At  the 
same  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  furnishing  kay  ctirrency  other  than  that  of 
the  precious  metals;  for,  if  the  Government  itself 
cannot  forego  the  temptation  of  excessive  paper  is- 
sues, what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations, 
upon  whom  the  temptations  of  individual  ag- 
grandizement would  most  strongly  operatel  The 
people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themselves 
for  any  injury  that  might  arise  from  a  course  so 
reckless,  since  their  agents  would  be  the  wrongdo- 
ers ,  and  they  the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currency: 
1st.  Gold  and  silver,  2d.  The  paper  of  State  insti- 
tutions; or,  3d.  A  representative  of  the  precious 
metals,  provided  by  tne  General  Government,  or 
under  its  authority.  The  sub-treasury  system  re- 
jected the  list,  in  any  form;  and,  as  it  was  believed 
that  no  reliaifte  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  lo- 
cal institutions,  foiuhe  purposes  of  general  circu- 
lation, it  necessarily  and  unavoidably  adopted  spe- 
cie as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  own  use.  And 
this  must  ever  be  the  case,  unless  one  of  the  other 
kinds  be  used.  The  choice,  in  the  present  state  of 
public  sentiment,  lies, bet  ween  an  exclusive  specie 
currency  on  the  one  hand,  and  Government  issues 
of  some  kind  on  the  other.  That  these  issues  can- 
not be  made  by  a  chartered  institution,  is  supposed 
to  be  conclusively  settled.  They  must  be  made, 
then,  directly  by  uovernmenl  agents.  For  several 
years  past,  they  have  been  thus  made  in  the  form  of 
treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable  pur- 
pose. Their  usefulness  has  been  limited  by  tneir 
being  transient  and  temporary;  their  ceasing  to 
bear  interest  at  given  periods,  necessarily  causes 
their  speedy  return,  and  thus  restricts  their  range 
of  circulation;  and  being  used  only  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  Government,  they  cannot  reach  those 
points  where  they  arc  most  required.  By  render- 
ing their  use  permanent,  to  the  moderate  extent' 
already  mentioned,  by  offering  no  inducement  for 
their  return,  and  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  general  currency  so  much  needed  to  main- 
tain the  internal  trade  of  the  country.  And  this  is 
the  Exchequer  plan,  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in 
furnishing  a  currency. 

I  cannot  foreeo  the  occasion  to  urge  its  impor- 
tance to  the  credit  of  the  Grovemment  in  a  financial 
point  of  view.  The  great  necessity  of  resorting  to 
every  proper  and  becoming  expedient,  in  order  to 
place  the  treasury  on  a  footing  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, is  entirely  obvious.  The  credit  6i  the 
Government  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of 
the  Government  itself— a  principle  of  vitality,  with- 
out which  all  its  movements  are  lahguid,  and 
all  its  operations  embarrassed.'  In  this  spirit 
the  Executive  felt  itself  bound,  by  the  most  im- 
perative sense  of  duty,  to  submit  to  Congress,  at 
Its  last  session,  the  propriety  of  making  a  specific 


pledge  of  4he  land  fund,  as  the  basis  for  the  nego- 
tiation  of  the  loans  autnorised  to  be  contracted.    I 
then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  thepoWic 
domain   would,  without  doubt,  have  placed  at  the 
command  of  the  Government  ample  funds  to  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ments underjwhich  it  labored.  American  credit  had 
suffered  a  considerable  shock  in  Europe,  from  the 
large  indebtedness  olthe  States,  and  the  temporary 
inaSiliiy  of  some  of  them  to  meet  the  interest  on 
their  debts.  The  utter  and  disastrous  prostnuioo  of 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvaniahadc<«tnb- 
uled  largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  .of  dittrost, 
by  reason  of  the  loss  and  ruin  sustained  by  the 
holders  of  its  stock — a  large  portion  of  whom  were 
foreigners,  and   many   of  whom   were  alike  ig- 
norant of  our  political  organizaiiop,  and  <^oiir 
actual  responsibilities.     It  ^as  the  anxious  de- 
sire of  the   Executive  that,  in  the  effort  lo  negt>- 
tiate  the  loan  abroad,   the  American    negotiator 
might  be   able   to  point  the  money-lender  tptbc 
fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  prin- 
cipal  and   interest  of  any  loan   be  rafighl  con- 
tract, and  thereby  vindicate  the  Gtovcmnaent  fttwi 
all  suspicion  of  bad  faith,  or  inability  lo  meet  its 
engagements.    Congress  differed  from  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  view  of  the  subject     It  became,  never- 
theless, the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  resort  to  every 
expedient  in  its  power  to  negotiate  the  authorized 
loan.    After  a  failure  to  do  so  in  the  Ameneaa 
market,  a  citizen  of  high  character  aad  talent  wis 
sent  to  Europe — with  no  better  success;  mud  thn 
the  mortifying  spectacle  has  been  preseotcd^  of  the 
inability  oi  this  <^vernment  to  obtain  a.  loan  ao 
small  as  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  tbaa 
one- fourth  of  its  ordinary  annual  iDConie;  ai  a 
time  when  the  Governments  of  Europe,  althomEh 
involved  in  debt,  and  with  their  subjects  heavuy 
burdened  with  taxation,  readily  obtain  loans  of  any 
amount  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate  of  interest.    It 
would  be  unprofitable  to  look  further  into  ths 
anomalous  state  of  things;  but  I  eahnot  conclude 
without  adding,  that,  for  a  Government  which  has 
paid  off"  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the  larpecst 
maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owing  a  debt 
which  is  almost  next  to  nothing,  when  compared 
with  its  boundless  resources — a  Grovemment  the 
strongest  in  the  world,  because  emanatii^  ihmi 
the  popular  will,  and  firmly  rooted  in  the  aroctioBs 
ol  a  great  and  free  people — and  whose  fidelity  to  its 
engagements  has  never  been  questioned; — for  socha 
Government  to  have  tendered  to  the  capitalists  of 
other  countries  an  opportunity  for  a  small  invest- 
ment of  its  stock,  and  yet  to  have  failed,  implies 
either  the  most  imfounded  distrust  in  its  goodfaitli, 
or  a  purpose,  to  obtain  which  the  coarse  parsaed 
is  the  most  fatal  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious    to  all  men  that  the 
Government  must  look  to  its  own  means  for  siip^« 
ing  its  wants;  and  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  tMse 
means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object   The 
Exchequer,  if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in-bringinf 
about  this  result.    Upon  what  I*reg«rd  as  a  wtlJ- 
founded  supposition^  that  its  bilU;  would  be  reriEUr 
sought  for  uy  the  pnUio  eseditorsrand  thatthesssoe 
would,  in  a  short  lime,  reach  the'  mauMiB  of 
$15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  $10,000^000  weoM 
thereby  be  aidd^d  to  the  available  means  of  the  treas- 
ury, without  cost  or  charge.    Nor  can  I  fail  Co  wge 
the   great   and  beneficial  efi*ects  which  would  ba 
produced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pnrsoits  of  lile. 
its  effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it 
would  force  into  liquidation  those  of  an  oppooie  i 
character,  through  its  weekly  settlements,  woald 
be  highly  beneficial;  and,  with  the  advantages  of  a 
sound  currency,  the  restoration  of  ccafidence  and 
credit  would  follow,  with  a  numerous  train  of  bless- 
ings.   My  convictions  are  most  sU'on^  that  theae 
benefits  would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  meis- 
are;  but,  if  the  result  should  be  adverse,  there  in 
this  security  in  connexion  with  it— -that  the  law 
creating  it  may  be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  ilia 
Legislature,  without  the  slightest  in^Ucati^a  of  its 
good  faith. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  cooskier- 
ation  the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  impoBed 
on  GeneralJackson,  at  New  Orleans,  at  .the  tiae 
of  the  attack  and  defence  of  that  city,  and  paid 
by  him.    Without  designing  any  reflection  on  tke 
judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the^^ 
mission  at  this  day  may  be  regarded  as  noCiBJost  ' 
or  inexpedient.    The  voice  of  the  civil  wtS3^a^  \ 
was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms,  and  oteid  i 
by  those  who  held  the  sword^thereby  givl^l^M* 

Uowd  Iqstre  xq  a  m^morabl^  "  *""         *  *  — 
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If  the  laws  were  offended,  theii  majesty  was  fully 
vindicated;  and,  although  the  nenalty  incurred  anH 
paid  is  worthy  of  little  regard  In  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  can  hardly  be  donbted  that  it  would  te 
graiifyiBg  to  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  rctire- 
rflent  and  in  the  winter  of  his  days,  to  be  relieved 
from  the  circa  instances  in  which  that  judgment 
placed  him.  There  are  cases  in  which  public  func- 
tionaiies  miiy  be  called  on  to  weieh  the  public  in- 
terest against  their  own  nersonal  naz&rds;  and,  if 
the  civil  law  be  violated  from  praiseworthy  mo- 
lives.  Of  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and 
public  necessity,  pumshmcnl  may  well  be  re- 
strained within  that  limit  which  a^^serib  and  main- 
tains the  authority  uf  the  law,  and  the  subjec- 
tion of  the  milirary  to  the  civil  power.  The  de- 
fence of  New  Oi leans,  while  it  saved  a  ciiy  from 
the  bands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  among  those  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  the  age,  and  illustrated  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
of  our  hi&iory.  Now  that  the  causes  of  excitement 
existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is 
believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and  what- 
ever of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  ilie 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  ii,  would  be 
m  accordance  with  the  general  feeling  and  wishes 
of  the  American  people. 

I  have  thus,  fellow  citizens,  ncouitied  myself  of 
my  duty  nnder  the  Constitution,  by  laying  before 
yon,  as  succinctly  as  I  have  been  able,  the  stale 
of  the  Union,  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to 
measures  of  much  importance  to  the  country.  The 
Executive  will  mast  zealously  unite  its  efforts  with 
those  of  the  Legislative  Department  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  all  that  is  required  lo  relieve  the 
wants  of  a  common « constituency,  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December,  184*2. 


REPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Wab  Depabtmbnt,  JS'oveniber  26,  1842. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  upon  the^  various  subjects  committed  to  the 
charge  of  this  department 

The  condition  of  the  army,  of  the  fortifications, 
and  of  the  other  branches  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  state  of  our  Indian  affairs,  and  of  the  pen- 
sions and  military  bounty  lands,  are  exhibited,  as 
presented  in  the  copious  and  very  satisfactory  re- 
ports of  the  General-in  chief,  and  of  thp  heads  of 
bureaus  to  whose  immediate  direction  the  respective 
subjects  are  assigned.  8uch  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations as  the  good  of  the  service  seems  to  require, 
are  made,  and  an  account  is  given  of  the  measures 
taken  in  execution  of  the  laws  -  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress. 

Inspections  and  examinations  of  the  men  and 
means  provided  for  the  national  defence,  by  in- 
dependent and  responsible  officers,  afibrd  the  only 
means  by  which  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  con- 
dition can  be  acquired,  by  which  responsibility  can 
be  enforced,  and  by  which  judicious  improvement 
can  be  effected.  During  the  past  year  they  have  been 
made  vigorously  and  thoroughly.  Posts  and  portions 
of  the  army  that  had  not  been  inspected  for  many 
years,  have  been  examined;  the  fortifications,  the 
armories,  arsenals,  and  depots  of  military  stores, 
have  been  visited;  and  it  is  believed  that  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  army,  and  no  important  military 
establishment  of  the  Government,  has,  during  the 
year,  escaped  inspection.  The  information  which 
this  department  isHhus  enabled  to  obtain,  and  much 
of  which  appears  in  this  report,  and  those  of  the 
various  bureaus,  is  of  the  moat  satisfactory  character. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  altering 
the  fiscal  year,  the  estimates  of  this  department  have 
been  prepared  fur  the  first  six  months  in  1843,  and 
for  the  year  commencing  the  1st  of  July,  1843, 
separately.  Those  for  the  army  proper,  for  the 
half  year  of  1843,  amount  to  $553,586  88.  The 
wpropriations  for  thesamc  purpose  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1842,  amounted  to  $4,284,669,  of  which 
the  half  would  be  $2,142,334.  This  very  great 
reduction  is  owing  to  various  causes  :  first,  the 
diminished  expenses  in  Florida,  effected  mainly  by 
tfce  vigilance  of  Brigadier  General  Worth  before  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  of  which  an  account  was 
transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  at  its 


last  session;  second,  the  termination  of  thotoC  hostili- 
ties; third,  the  stopping  of  the  recruiting  fe;iivice  in 
August  last;  fourth,  the  doubt  whether  the  «tato  ol 
the  treasury  would  warrant  even  the  expenditures 
authorized,  particularly  those  in  the  Engineer  and 
Ordnance  Pepartments,  induced  a  suspension  'of 
many  of  those  which  could  be  suspended  with  the 
least  public  injury,  and  considerable  l>alance8  in  con- 
sequence remain;  and,  fifths  a  desire  to  economize, 
which  is  believed  to  have  influenced  all  the  branches 
of  service.  These,  and  other  causes  not  so  impor- 
tant, have  saved  the  expenditure  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  amount  appropriated  for  1842,  and  leil  it  to  be 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  year  1848. 

The  same  desire  to  economize  and  adapt  our  ex- 
penses to  any  probable  state  of  the  treasury,  has  in- 
duced the  very  moderate  estimate  for  the  service  of 
the  army  proper,  during  the  fiscal  year  commencing 
July  1, 1843.  of  $3,204,568  60,  being  $1,080,100  40 
less  than  the  appropriations  for  the  same  objects  in 
1842,  and  $867,430  40  less  than  the  expenditures 
in  1 840.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  present 
military  establishment  of  the  country,  including  all 
the  expenses  of  the  military  academy  of  a  permanent 
or  contingent  character,  may  be  maintained  at  a  coet 
not  exceeding  $3,100,000.  This  estimate  does  not, 
of  course,  include  the  appropriations  for  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  small  arms,  and  equipments,  which 
are  distributed  among  the  States,  or  are  accumulated 
for  future  use;  nor  docs  it  include  the  expenditures  of 
the  engineers  in  erecting  fortifications  or  other  mili- 
tary defences,  or  in  the  measure  preparatory  to  such 
erections.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  appropriations  arc 
asked  for  the  ordnance  service  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1843.  Those  recommended  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  1st  July,  1843,  are  $775,200.  The 
appropriations  for  the  same  objects  in  1842  were 
$921,300.  These  have  been  reduced  more  in  refer- 
ence to  the  possible  state  of  the  treasury  than  to  the 
actual  wants  of  the  service.  In  the  Engineer  De- 
partment the  appropriations  /asked  for  the  ensuing 
eighteen  months  amount  to  $1,245,500.  The 
amount  appropriated  in  1842  was  $278,000.  A 
portion  of  the  estimates  is  indispensable  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  works  already  commenced  )-  the  residue 
is  deemed  nece^^sary,  and  it  is  believed  that  true  econ- 
omy will  be  consulted  by  a))propriating  it;  but  still 
it  is  not  indispensable  at  this  time.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  military  service,  of 
the  country  for  the  first  half  year  of  1843,  exclusive 
of  fortifications,  is  $620,949  78,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  terminating  July  1,  1844,  is  $4,144,154  80. 
The  estimates  are  thus  stated  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  misunderstanding  which  frequently  chaiges  to 
the  military  service  all  the  expenditures  of  this  de- 
partment Thus,  many  of  the  estimates  of  the 
Chief  of  Topographical  Engineers  relate  to  works 
either  exclusively  of  a  civil,  or  of  a  mixed  military 
and  civil  character — such  as  lighthouses  placed  under 
his  charge,  and  improvements  of  harbors,  rivers,  sur- 
veys, dice;  and  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  included 
among  the  military  expenses  of  the  country. 

The  estimates  for  pensions  are  also  very  much  re- 
duced fi-om  the  amount  appropriated  during  the  last 
year,  which  is  believed  to  be  justified  by  the  dimi- 
ndtion  of  the  number  of  pensioners.  The  estimate 
for  that  object,  for  the  first  half  year  of  1843,  is 
$1 19,340,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 1844, 
$697,650.  The  appropriations  for  the  last  year 
were  $730,000. 

In  the  Indian  Department,  the  expenditures  being 
regulated  by  treaties  or  by  law,  there  is  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  discretion  in  the  reduction  of  their 
amount  As  these  are  chiefly  made  within  the  first 
six  months  of  any  year,  the  estimate  for  that  portion 
of  the  year  1843  is,  in  fact,  for  the  service  of  the 
whole  year,  and  amounts  to  $791,484  49;  and  those 
for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1, 1843,  amount 
to  $850,978;  being,  however,  nearly  $450,000  less 
than  the  sum  appropriated  in  1842  for  the  same  de- 
partment I'his  arises  solely  from  there  being  less 
required  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations  for  the  purchase 
of  land. 

The  report  of  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  army  shows  the  operations  of  the  troops  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  present  position  of  the  differ- 
ent corps.  The  reasons  which  demanded  a  cessa- 
tiou  of  hostilities  in  Florida  having  been  communi- 
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cated  to  Congreas  by  your  spedai  mmmgit,  duringr 
the  last  0e0sion»  and  the  policy  recommeoded  having: 
been  sanctioned  by  that  body,  by  its  adoption  of  th^ 
peaceful  measure  of  inviting  the  oceopatjbon  of  th« 
Territory  by  actual  seUlera,  the  number  of  trooptf 
serving  there  has  been  gradual^  diminished,  laavins' 
an  adequatJB  number  to  protect  the  inhabitants  firont 
the  miserable  remnants  of  tribes  still  remaininff. 
We  have  advices  that  arrangements  have  been  mada 
with  all  bm  a  very  few  of  those  Indians,  for  their 
removal  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  the  dis- 
trict in  the  southern  part  of  the  peninsula  assigned 
them  for  their  habitation.  And  it  is  believed  that,  by 
this  time,  aU  the  bands  north  of  that  district  ha^re 
agreed  to  cease  hostilities  and  remove  there.  Two 
or  three  instances  of  outrages  have  oceurred>  sinc9 
the  orders  were  issued  for  the  termination  of  hosttli*' 
ties;  but  they  are  ascertained  to  have  been  conunttted 
by  bands  who  were  ignorant  of  the  measures  adopted, 
or  of  the  terms  offer^. 

During  the  past  year  four  hundred  and  fifij  Indi- 
ans have  been  shipped  to  the  West,  and  it  is  suppos- 
ed  two  hundred  more  have  surrendered,  and  accept- 
ed the  propositions  to  remove  to  the  district  aflsi|;ned 
them. 

A  force  consisting  of  two  regiments  and  four  com* 
panics,  amounting  to  sixteen  hundred  and  forty-four 
men,  is  retained  in  Florida,  to  afford  protection  to  th» 
inhabitants;  and  a  sufficient  number  to  garrison  tha 
posts  will  be  kept  there,  with  a  view  to  remove  alt 
apprehension. 

The  troops  withdrawn  from  Florida  have  been 
stationed  at  points  where  their  presence  was  essen- 
tial to  the  defence  of  our  Western  and  Northern  fron- 
tiers, or  have  relieved  others  at  similar  points^  who 
have  been  collected  on  the  seaboard.  Our  artillery 
regiments  had  been  drilled  and  employed  as  infiintryy 
and  were  quite  unacquainted  with  the  duties  of  their 
peculiar  arm.  It  was  deemed  of  great  importanco 
to  bring  together  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic 
frontier  as  many  companies  as  possible,  that  they 
might  there  practise  at  the  guns,  and  learn  the  exer* 
dse  of  garrison  and  field  ardUery. 

The  invasion  of  Texas  by  Mexico,  and  the  threat* 
ening  appearancc^s  among  some  of  the  wild  tribes  at 
the  Southwest,  rendered  it  expedient  that  a  strong; 
corps  of  observation  should  be  placed  near  our  South- 
western boundary  line,  as  well  to  keep  the  Indiana 
in  that  quarter  at  peace  among  themselves,  as  to 
check  any  disposition  and  prevent  any  attempts  to 
engage  in  the  conflict  in  which  Texas  was  about  to 
he  involved.  The  dictates  of  humanity,  as  well  a« 
our  neutral  relations  with  that  country,  demanded 
this  course.  These  troops  have  remained  on  and 
about  the  Red  river;  and  under  theur  judidoas  com- 
mander, General  Taylor,  have  aocomplished  the  ob- 
jects in  view.  The  troops  are  stationed  at  the  di& 
ferent  poste  and  forts,  as  specified  in  an  accompany- 
ing report  of  the  Adjutant  General. 

It  requires  but  a  slight  examination  of  the  exten- 
sive line  of  ^ntier  on  the  Southwest,  at  the  Wast, 
and  in  the  Northwest,  exposed  to  any  attack  of  tiio 
Indians  which  may  be  prompted  by  unfiriendly  in- 
fluences, or  by  supposed  wrongs,  to  peiceive  that 
our  present  force  is  scarcely  adequate  to  afford  that 
protection  which,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  tbo 
Government  owes  to  ite  citizens,  and  especially  those 
who,  at  its  invitation,  have  occupied  ite  remote  pub- 
lic domain,  and  rendered  it  vahiable  to  the  whole 
country.  The  very  nature  of  the  service  required 
renders  the  employment  of  mounted  men  indispen- 
sable. The  rapidity  of  thair  movements,  is  the 
element  which  gives  to  us  the  advantage  in  any 
collision  with  Indians;  while  the  same  oireiunstanoe 
will  render  unnecessary  the  numerous  and  firequent 
posts  which  soch  an  extended  line  would  require,  if 
foot  soldiers  only  were  employed.  It  may  be  affirm- 
ed that  true  economy,  as  well  as  elective  service^ 
will  be  promoted  by  the  continoatfce  of  at  least  the 
present  mounted  regiments,  reduced,  as  the  rank 
and  file  will  soon  be,  to  fifly  men  for  each  company* 
Concurring  entirely  in  the  views  of  the  Commanding 
General,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  law  vduch 
requires  the  dismounting  of  the  second  regiment'Of 
dragoons  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  will^  at  least,  bo 
so  far  modified  as  to  leave  the  time  diseretionary. 

The  regular  force,  as  now  authorised  by  law,  con- 
sists of  eetea  hqadred  and  sevapteen  ogmmiwi^Hwd 
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offioen;  M^maen  storekeepers,  of  whom  fifteen  are 
mttadiedto  the  Ordnance  and  two  to  the  Purchasing 
Department;  two  hundred  and  fifty  enlisted  moi  for 
■th»  ordnance  service,  and  sevoi  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  non-comnyssioned  officers,  musi* 
cians,  artificers,  and  privates;  twenty  chaplains  and 
schoolmasters,  and  as  many  ordnance  ^sergeants  as 
there  are  military  posts.  Clerks,  foragemasters^  Vitid 
wagonmasten,  are  also  emnloyed  in  thtt  K^uarter* 
master's  Department,  from  time  to  time,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  service^  The  act  of  August 
23>  1842,  reduced  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  re- 
duction is  gradually  proceeding,  in  the  manner  con- 
templated by  the  act;  and  the  excess,  according  to 
the  last  returns,  is  1,970  men.  It  is  supposed  the 
prescribetl  minimum  will  be  reached  by  the  begin- 
lung  ot  the  year  1844. 

l*rom  the  general  returns  of  the  army,  accompany- 
ing this  report,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
troops  now  in  service  is  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
tnd  forty-seven,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one  commissioned  officers;  nine  thousand  six 
hundred  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artifi- 
cers, and  privates;  and  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
enlisted  men  of  ordnance.  The  aggregate  is  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven  less  than  the  number  stated 
in  the  last  annual  re^rt 

The  desertions  have  not  been  numerousv  but  an 
unprecedented  number  of  men  have  be^n  discharged 
by  the  judges  and  courts  (three  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  between  July  1,  1841,  and  October  31. 1842,) 
principally  on  the  ground  of  their  being  aliens.  The 
tftate  of  the  law  on  this  subject  has  occasioned  vari- 
ous constructions  perplexing  to  the  officers  charged 
with  the  duty  of  recruiting,  embarrassing  to  the  de- 
][»artmenl,  and  injurious  to  the  Government.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  it  should  be  rendered  precise  and 
aoljnite.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  obvious  our 
Hrmy  ought  not  to  consist  of  an  undue  proportion  of 
foreigners;  yet,  on  the  other,  the  low  wages  oflfered 
constitute  an  inducement  quite  insufficient  to  the 
young  men  of  our  land,  whose  habits  and  enterprise 
enable  them  so  easily  to  acquire  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence and  of  independence,  if  not  wealth,  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  Probably  a  middle  course 
would  avoid  all  difficulties — namely,  allowing  those 
to  be  recruited  who  are  citizens,  or  who  have  taken 
the  preliminary  oath  and  initiatory  steps  to  natural- 
ization. 

The  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau  exhibits  the  very  satisfii^ry  condition  of 
that  most  important  branch  of  the  service.  By  a 
steady  perseverance  in  the  system  of  laying  up,  in 
the  season  of  peace,  those  materials  which  require 
length  of  time  to  adapt  them  to  use,  and  of  fiibrica- 
ting  those  articles  which  cannot  be  supplied  on  an 
emergency,  we  shall  soon  have  at  our  command 
tannon,  small  arras,  fixed  ammunition,  gunpowder 
^nd  its  component  parts,  tb  an  extent  commensuiate 
with  our  wants. 

By  the  table  exhibiting  the  apportionment  of 
arms  to  the  several  States,  under  the  act  of  1808, 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia,  it  will  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  made  by  the  department,  and  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  several  States 
are  delinquent  in  the  returns  of  their  militia.  As 
these  returns  constitute  the  basis  of  the  apportion- 
ment, the  States  which  fail  to  make  them  are  de- 
prived of  their  just  proportion  of  military  supplies. 
It  will  be  seen  that  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Arkansas, 
and  Louisiana,  have  not  made  returns  for  periods 
-varying  from  twelve  to  eighteen  years.  If  the  cause 
of  these  omissions  be  the  want  of  militia  organiza- 
tion in  those  States,  it  may  be  worthy  of  serious 
inqoiiy  whether  some  measure  should  not  be  adopt- 
ed to  remedy  the  evil,  by  withhokling  distribution 
until  returns  are  made^  or  by  the  exercise  of  some 
other  power  vested  in  Congress.  A  reference  to  the 
same  table  will  show  an  extraordinary  disproportion 
between  the  arms  allotted  to  several  States  and  their 
respective  populations.  Whether  this  arises  f^om 
variant  constructions  of  the  law  in  those  States,  (by 
which  some  return  the  number  enrolled,  and  others 
the  number  mustered  or  inspected,}  or  from  some 
ether  cMia,  weald  seem  to  be  worthy  of  ao^inqimy^ 


by  Oongrees,  who  alone  can  supply  an  adequ^tb 
remedy. 

The  state  of  the  treasury.  sA  this  department  was 
advised  by  the  proper  ^\>thority,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  withhold  the  Expenditure  of  as  much  of  the  ap- 
proprtliUdns  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
as  could  be  suspended  without  great  and  manifest 
injury  to  the  public  service^  In  reference  to  the 
condition  of  our  foieign  relations,  and  the  quanti- 
ties of  arms,  cannon,  and  gun-carriages,  in  our  pos- 
session, it  seemed  that  such  suspensbn  could  take 
place  in  the  operations  of  the  armories  and  arsenals 
with  less  immediate  public  injury  or  inconvenience 
than  in  other  departments.  Extensive  repairs  also 
became  necessary  at  the  armories.  For  a  time, 
therefore,  no  work  was  carried  on  at  either  of  them 
during  the  past  season.  Labor  has  now,  however, 
been  resumed  on  a  moderate  scale,  and  instructions 
have  been  given  to  complete  the  muskets  in  the 
ceurse  of  fabrication,  and  to  make  five  hundred 
rifles,  and  five  hundred  percussion  muskets,  each 
month,  for  the  ensuing  six  months.  The  arsenals 
will  be  chiefly  employ^  in  the  repairs  of  arms,  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  iron  wt>rk  of  gun-carriages 
and  TciUtary  equipments.  Our  supply  of  heavy  can- 
non being  vi&Vy  good,  it  is  not  contemplated  at 
present  to  purchase  many  of  that  description;  but  a 
sufficient  number  of  large-chambered  guns,  to  arm 
our  forts,  will  be  procured.  And  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, beforementioned,  a  large  portion  of  tlie 
money  intended  for  the  service  of  the  yeiar  184^  re- 
mains unexpended  ;  ahd  ahy  SpeciJSc  appropriations 
for  the  Ordnance  i>epalrlment,  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1848,  will  be  unnecessary. 

The  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing 
July  1,  1843,  are  made  upon  a  scale  so  reduced  as 
to  be  warranted  only  by  the  possible  state  of  the 
treasury.  The  usual  appropriations  for  the  ordinary 
objects  of  expenditure  in  this  branch  of  service  are 
as  desirable  now  as  at  fofmer  periods;  and  it  is 
believed  that  a  mistaken  economy  only  would  dictate 
the  continuance  of  such  reduceil  amotints,  when  the 
condition  of  the  public  finances  will  admit  of  what  is 
demanded  by  our  tru^  interests. 

I  cannot  omit  to  refer  to  the  recommendation  con-"^ 
iained  In  the  last  annual  report,  for  a  national  found- 
ry on  a  limited  scale,  at  which  the  qualities  of  iron 
may  be  tested  and  ascertained,  and  models  for  ord- 
nance may  be  fabricated.  It  is  apprehended  that 
the  great  importance  of  such  a  laboratory  to  th^ 
country  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  Government,  has 
not  been  sufficiently  considered. 

It  will  be  seen  that  sbme  legisktive  provision  has 
become  quite  necessary  in  reference  to  the  lead- 
mines  and  the  mineral  lands.  Under  the  existing 
laws,  no  alternative  was  left  to  the  Executive,  but 
to  .proceed  and  lease  the  mineral  lands  reserved  from 
sale.  The  difficulties  of  this  course  are  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  On^nance  Bureau.  The  principal, 
if  not  the  only  cause  of  them,  would  seem  to 'be 
the  claims  to  those  lands  (in  most  cases  utterly  un- 
founded) by  persons  who  have  entered  them  for 
purchase  at  the  land  office  when  they  were  not 
liable  to  entry,  or  by  persons  who  have  occupied 
them  without  any  right  or  pretence  of  right  It  is 
unfortunate  that  these  persons  constitute  a  power- 
ful, though  not  a  numerous  class,  who  are  able  to 
exact  from  the  miners,  who  bring  out  the  ore,  a  large 
portion  of  their  produce,  while  they  refuse  to  pay 
any  rent  to  the  United  States.  Thus  the  poor,  in- 
dustrious, and  very  numerous  body  of  miners  are 
oppressed,  while  the  country  is  deprived  of  the  use 
of  its  own  property,  and  of  any  equivalent  for  such 
use  by  others.  The  difficulty  incident  to  Uie  leasing 
lands  of  any  description,  and  collecting  rents,  by  a 
Government,  is  so  great,  and  is  attended  with  so 
much  expense  and  hazard  of  loss,  that  no  essential 
benefit  can  be  anticipated  from  the  practice. 

The  tenure  of  land  by  short  leases  is  so  foreign  to 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  habits  of  our 
people,  that  it  necessarily  becomes  somewhat  odious, 
and  increases  the  difficulty.  To  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  some  value  for  these  lands  and  mines, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  afford  to  the  humble  and 
comparatively  indigent  laborers  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  lots  for  sums  within  their  means  of  payment, 
^' and  in  quantitiesadeptedtotheir  meaiu  of  woitljig 


them,  it  is  recommended  that  the  reserved  minenl 
lands  in  the  north  part  of  Illinois  and  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  be  allowed  to  be  sold 
in  lots  of  ten  acres  each,  at  a  minimum  price  of  tea 
dollars  per  acre.  It  is  represented  that  they  ar* 
worth  irom  twenty  to  fifty  doUars  per  acre,  d^iend^ 
ing  on  their  situatioU.  Prior  to  such  sales,  the 
claims  to  any  of  the  mineral  lands  shotiH  be  deleft 
mined  by  a  board  instituted  for  that  purpose,  taA 
Uie  claimants  allowed  to  eUter  and  punmaae  the  lands 
at  the  same  tninimtitn  price,  in  an  order  of  priori^ 
to  be  settled  in  the  law  or  by  the  board.  The  inter- 
est of  the  United  States  in  these  lahds  and  mines  ii 
of  very  great  value,  and  is  endangered  by  oelay  in 
the  proper  measUres  to  secUre  it.  At  the  same 
time,  the  prosperity,  and,  indeed,  the  peace  and  qaiet 
of  the  large  number  of  citizens  occupying  the  laadt 
or  working  the  mines,  demand  that  iheax  rights 
should  be  settled,  and  their  cohflicting  titles  and 
claims  adjusted.  What  m&y  now  be  accomplislied 
without  difficiilty,  may  hereafter,  when  the  parties 
ihterested  become  more  numerous  and  more  tena- 
cious, be  found  impracticable.  The  subject  is  there- 
fore commended  to  the  earnest  attention  of  Congress, 
who  can  alone  provide  the  necessary  means  foi  ren- 
dering justice  to  the  Government,  to  the  claimants, 
and  to  the  miners. 

These  suggestions  are  not  intended  to  apply  b 
the  mineral  li^ds  in  the  south  part  of  Illinois,  llie 
character  and  nature  of  the  mines  in  that  quarter 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  ascertained  to  enable  us  to 
affix  a  price  to  them,  nor  is  there  as  yet  any  conflict 
between  claimants  and  occupants  to  require  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Government  A  strong  belief  is 
entertained  by  the  lessees  that  these  mines  contain 
large  proportions  of  silver.  Should  such  expects* 
tions  be  realized,  a  different  policy  from  that  adopted 
in  respect  to  the  lead-mines  may  be  expedienti 

in  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  the 
operations  in  that  branch  of  public  service  during 
the  year  will  be  seen.  The  additional  duties  caused 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  transferring  to  that  de- 
partment the  business  of  the  Commissary  of  Pur- 
chases, have  been  undertaken,  and  so  far  succeesfbliy 
performed.  The  termination  of  hostilities  in  Florida 
relieved  a  large  number  of  assistant  auartermastttt 
from  duty  there,  and  placed  them  at  the  di^MMal  of 
this  department,  many  of  whom  have  been  returned 
to  their  companies,  still  retaining  their  appointmeBti 
in  the  staff.  The  provisions  of  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  of  July  5,  1838,  render  it  questionable 
whether  they  can  be  deprived  of  those  appointments 
without  actual  removal  from  office  by  the  PreeidenL 
The  same  remark  applies,  although  not  with  equal 
force,  to  the  assistant  adjutants  general,  provided  for 
by  the  seventh  section  of  the  same  act.  It  mnsi 
happen  that  the  number  of  these  officers  appointed 
in  one  state  of  circumstances,  will  not  be  required  in 
another;  and  it  is  therefore  highly  expedient  that  the 
President  should  be  authorized  to  dispense  with  their 
staff  services,  and  vacate  their  staff  appmntments, 
whenever  the  public  exigency  no  longer  demands 
them. 

The  best  and  the  most  agpreeable  evidence  that 
could  be  furnished  of  the  economy  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  disbursements,  will  be  found  in  the 
circumstance  that  so  much  of  the  appropriatioos 
made  at  the  last  session  remain  on  hand;  diat 
$181,000  only  will  be  required  for  the  first  half  of 
the  ensuing  year  \  and  the  estimates  for  the  fiscal 
year,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July,  184S,  are 
much  below  those  that  have  been  presented  and 
sanctioned  by  Congress  for  several  years. 

The  measures  adopted  for  putting  in  order  Fort 
Jesup,  in  Louisiana,  and  Fort  Atkinson;  for  esta^ 
Ibhing  the  new  posts  on  the  Marmiton  river,  and  <m 
or  near  the  False  Washita,  and  the  operatioBsat 
Detroit,  Plattsburg,  Fort  Sullivan,  Fort  Adams,  sad 
at  various  other  posts,  are  detailed  in  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  QuarteriQ§ster  General. 

I  concur  in  his  recommendation  of  vj^iropriatioBs 
for  iMw  barracks  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  consider  the 
reasons  urged  by  him  so  strong  as  to  require  nothing 
more  than  a  reference  to  them. 

I  deeply  regret  the  necessity  for  again  invoking 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  dishonored  pledge 
given  by  the  Quartermaster  General,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authority  of  this  nattcm,  to  tibe'Cieak  lib 
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clisns,  to  remunerate  them  for  their  services  in 
Florida,  and  za  a  consideration  for  their  removal. 
The  eamentness  with  which  a  gallant  soldier  pleads 
for  the  faith  and  honor  of  his  country,  and  for  justice 
to  a  helpless  tribe,  who  have  no  resort  but  to  our  own 
sense  of  right,  it  is  hoiked  will  not  only  be  excu^d 
by  the  circumstances,  but  will  find  a  hearty  response 
in  every  bosom. 

.  The  report  of  the  Colonel  oi  Engineers  exhibits 
a  most  gratifying  account  of  the  ability  and  fidelity 
of  the  oflicers  of  that  corps,  and  of  the  results  of  their 
labors.  Notwithstanding  the  state  of  the  treasury 
rendercNj  it  indispensable  to  suspend  some  of  the 
operations  during,  tho  past  year,  yet  it  will  be  seen 
that  many  important  works  are  in  complete  order, 
oUiersin  a  condition  to  render  efiective  service,  and 
others  very  near  completion.  The  arrangements, 
with  all  the  requisite  collateral  preparations,  are 
complete  for  mounting  2,085  guns,  at  points  most 
important  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoasL  This  may 
be  said  to  have  been  accomplished  substantially 
within  the  last  two  years. 

:  No  satisfiactory  account  of  the  work  performed  at 
the  different  forts,  or  of  their  present  condition,  can 
be  given,  without  a  minuteness  of  detail  incompati- 
ble with  the  general  design  of  this  report.  For  this, 
reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  very  clear  and 
ample  statements  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  It  will  be 
s^en  with  what  cautious  regard  to  the  possible  state 
of  the  public  revenues  the  estimates  have  been 
made  for  continuing  and  completing  the  works  now 
in  progress,  and  for  the  repairs  of  such  as  require 
tl^em.  It  is  hoped  that  the  moderation  of  these  es- 
timates, and  the  sound  and  just  views  by  which 
tl^y  jare  sustained,  will  commend  them  to  tlie  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress.  More,  perhaps,  de- 
pends on  the  Bteadinese  and  regularity  of  the  appro- 
priations, than  upon  their  large  amoutlt.  At  a  time 
when  there  is  so  little  employment  for  labor,  and  it 
iaso  cheap,  economy  will  be  promoted  by  continuing 
our  national  defences,  while  the  expenditures  will 
operate  most  beneficially  among  the  industrial 
classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  add  much  to  the 
means  and  th.e  spirit  of  our  internal  trade.  If  then, 
(what  is  not  supposed  to  admit  of  doubt,  and  what 
this  department  will  not  suffer  itself  to  question  or 
to  discuss,)  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Government 
to  place  the  country  in  a  competent  state  of  defence 
against  foreign  aggression,  the  present  time  would 
seem  to  be  propitious  for  continuing  the  plan  of  for- 
tifications heretofore  adopted. 

Although,  for  the  reason  before  given,  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  notice  all  the  works  specified  in 
t^  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers,  yet  some  of 
them  seem  to  demand  observation.       * 

.  The  reasons  for  the  delay  in  the  construction  of 
the  barracks  and  defensive  works  at  Detroit  and  at 
Buffido,  are  stated  by  the  Chief  Engineer.  As  they 
vfere  of  a  temporary  character,  and  have  now  been 
overcome,  those  works  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted, 
•0  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  and,  it  is  very  sat- 
isfactory to  know,  without  the  necessity  of  any  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  next  eighteen  months. 

,  The  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  envoy  of 
Great  Britain,  by  which  a  cession  was  made  of  the 
strip  of  land  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  which  included 
t]^  site  heretofore  selected  at  Rouse's  Point  for  a 
fort,  rendered  it  expedient  to  suspend  all  operations 
i^  reference  to  the  two  works  on  either  side  of  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  which  had  been  contem- 
plated in  place  of  tlmt  at  Rouse's  Point,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  latter  did  not  fall  within 
o^rboundary. 

I  The  report  of  the  board  of  ofiicers,  in  May,  1 840, 
presenting  a  connected  plan  of  defences  by  land, 
estimate  the  expense  of  a  permanent  work  at 
Stony  Point,  on  the  New  York  side  of  the  outlet,  at 
I«f00,000,  and  the  same  sum  for  a  permanent  work 
at  Windmill  Point,  on  the  Vermont  side.  By  the 
cetuon  referred  to,  and  which  has  now  become  com 
p)ete  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  these  works 
have  become  unnecessary.  As  the  existing  appro- 
priation wilt  be  sufficient  for  the  present,  immediate 
measures  vrill  be  taken  to  carry  into  efiect  the  design 
of  Congress,  by  commencing  the  work  at  Rouse's 
I'wnt. 


for  the  erection  of  defensive  works  at  the  junction 
of  the  Matawamkeag  and  Penobscot  rivers,  in  tho 
State  of  Maine,  can  be  better  applied  in  the  erection 
of  a  fort  at  the  Narrows  of  the  Penobscot;  and  it  is 
respectfully  recommended  that  authority  for  that 
purpose  be  given. 

Although  the  state  of  the  works  for  the  defence  of 
the  harbor  of  New  York  is  very  gratifying,  yet  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  they  do  not  complete  the 
system,  and  that,  without  such  completion,  they  do 
not  afford  adequate  protection.  The  fortifications 
on  Staten  island,  at  the  Narrows,  are  deemed  more 
important  than  the  opposite  forts*— Hamilton  and 
Lafayette.  The  United  States  has  expended  more, 
than  $15,000  in  erecting  the  works  on  Staten  island, 
upon  land  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
That  ^tate  has  ofiered  to  convey  this  land,  on  re- 
ceiving the  original  purchase  money  and  the  inter- 
est. The  difficulty  respecting  the  title,  which  was 
supposed  to  exist,  has  been  removed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the  right  to  the  land  is 
unquestionably  in  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is 
therefore  confidently  hoped  that  the  necessary  appro- 
priation will  now  be  meide  to  purchase  the  site  of  the 
works  erected,  and  to  put  them  in  repair.  Should 
any  apprehension  be  felt  of  a  want  of  means,  they 
can  probably  be  supplied  by  the  sale  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Gansevoort,  on  the  North  river,  which  has  be- 
come comparatively  useless,  and  by  the  application 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to  the  works  on  Staten 
island. 

Another  and  most  essential  part  of  the  defence 
of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  (which  has  been  ren- 
dered more  necessary  by  the  discovery  of  a  new 
channel,)  consists  of  a  work  on  Sandy  Hook,  the 
immediate  commencement  of  which  is  strenuously 
urged  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  by  the  most  convin- 
cing considerations.  It  is  most  earnestly  and  respect- 
fully recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

I  would  earnestly  invite  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  lost  annual  report  of 
this  department,  in. favor  of  the  establishment  of 
military  defences  on  the  remote  southern  portion  of 
our  Atlantic  frontier.  As  there  appears  to  be  some 
question  whether  the  points  on  the  coast  within  the 
State  of  Greorgia,  heretofore  indicated,  are  the  most 
advisable,  the  appropriation  asked  by  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  and  which  is  recommended  by  this  depart- 
ment, may  be  for  the  commencement  of  a  work  on 
the  coast  of  Georgia,  at  such  site  as  the  President 
shall  select,  after  the  necessary  military  surveys. 

The  recommendations  in  the  last  annual  report 
of  works  for  the  security  of  Mobile  Bay  are  renew- 
ed. This  very  exposed  frontier  would  seem  to  de- 
mand more  protection  than  has  hitherto  been 
awarded. 

The  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers  shows 
the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  completing  the 
work  on  the  national  road;  which  was  begun,  but 
which  is  left  unfinished,  and  is  now  exposed  to  rapid 
destruction  for  the  want  of  that  finish  which  is  es- 
sential to  its  protection.  If  it  l:^  the  determination 
of  Congress  not  to  authorize  any  further  expendi- 
tures on  this  road,  it  is  suggested  whether  some 
measure  might  not  be  adopted  by  which  the  States 
through  which  it  passes  may  be  enabled  to  complete, 
and  keep  in  repair,  an  avenue  of  such  great  impor- 
tance to  thcwhole  .community,  and  particularly  to 
our  Western  fellow-citizens,  and  one  so  eminently 
beneficial  to  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  peace,  and  almost  indispensable  in  war. 

The  expenses  of  a  survey  for  the  continuation  of 
this  road  through  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
to  the  city  of  Jefferson,  heretofore  made  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  have  not  been  defrayed,  and 
provision  for  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
public  creditors  by  whom  it  was  incurred. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters,,  appointed 
during  the  last  year  to  examine  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point,  accompanies  that  of  the  Colonel  of 
Engineers.  It  evinces  great  ability;  and  the  close 
and  critical  scrutiny  with  which  a  board  of  disinter- 
ested and  independent  citizens  have  looked  into 
every  department  of  this  great  national  institution, 
and  the  high  praise  which  they  award  to  its  super- 
intendent, professora  and  teachers,  to  ^e  exact  dis- 
cipline maintained)  and  to  the  thorough  instruction 
Itis  b^Yed  that  the  appropriation  made  in  1841        imparted,  is  Inhanced  by  their  obviously  eminent 


capacity  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  and  by  their 
equally  obvious  regard  for  discrimina^g  troth* 
The  testimony  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  himself  so 
long  and  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
operations  of  the  academy,  that,  in  his  opinion,  ^^t 
has  never  been  in  a  condition  so  perfectly  fulfilling 
the  purposes  of  its  creation  and  maintenance  as  now/' 
is  equally  gratifying  and  convincing.  A  personal  ex- 
amination during  the  recess  of  Congress  enables  me  to 
add  what  these  testimonials  scarcely  required — my 
own  conviction  of  their  entire  justness.  Having,  in  the 
last  annual  re|K>rt,  expressed  somewhat  at  large  my 
views  of  the  inestimable  advantages  of  this  insti* 
tution  to  the  whole  country,  in  dififusing  a  species 
of  knowledge  that  can  be  no  otherwise  acquired,  and 
of  its  absolute  necessity  for  preserving  and  improving 
that  science  upon  which  eur  safety  in  war  must 
depend,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  repeat  them. 
Indeed,  the  steady  adherence  of  Congress,  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circunistances,  even  of  pecuniary 
difficulty,  to  an  institution  which  so  much  resembles 
that  body  in  its  infiuehces  upon  the  formation  of  a 
national  character,  operating  as  it  does  upon  pupils 
selected  mainly  by  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  from  every  district  of  the  Union,  renders 
superfluous  any  extended  observations  on  the  subj0ct. 

The  alterations  and  improvements  suggested  by 
the  Board  of  Visitera  have  received  the  mosi- respect- 
ful consideration,  and  Have  been  adopted  where 
circumstances  justified  such  a  course.  The  barracks 
for  the  residence  of  the  students  have  been  a  subject 
of  complaint  by  every  Board  of  Visitera  for  several 
years  past.  The  single  fact,  that  ordinarily  three 
pupils,  and  frequently  a  larger  number,  are  obliged  to 
study  and  sleep  in  a  room  scarcely  sufficient  for  one, 
is  of  itself  calculated  to  show  how  indispensable 
additional  accommodations  in  that  respect  have 
become.  In  one  of  the  buildings,  not  only  are  Uie 
pupils  deprived  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  room» 
but  their  health  is  jeoparded  by  exposure  to  storms 
and  to  sudden  transitions.  I  cannot  too  earnestly 
recommend  the  moderate  appropriation  asked  by  the 
Engineer  Bureau  for  an  addition  to  the  barracks  at 
the  academy* 

The  subject  of  a  corps  of  artificer^  to  learn  and 
practise  the  duties  of  military  field  engineering,  was 
brought  to  the  attention  oi  Congress  in  the  last 
annual  report,  and  is  renewed  by  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer. Deeming  it  impossible  to  increase  the  cogency 
of  the  reasons  urged  by  him  for  i*ome  provision  on 
the  subject,  I  can  but  again  add  my  earnest  recom- 
mendation to  those  so  repeatedly  presented  by  my 
predecessorei  in  favor  of  the  necessary  provisions 
to  effect  that  object. 

The  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Topographical  En- 
gineers aflbrds  new  and  continued  evidence  of  the 
great  usefulness  of  that  corps,  and  of  the  zeal  and 
ability  of  its  officers.  An  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  topography  of  our  very  extendi  territory,  par- 
/ticularly  of  its  maritime  and  internal  firontiera,.  of 
its  lakes  and  rivere,  of  the  obstructions  to  intercom- 
munication, and  of  the  positions  most  requiring,  and 
most  capable  of,  defensive  works,  is  indispensable 
alike  to  intelligent  legislation  and  to  efficient  ex- 
ecutive administration.  As  a  mere  question  of 
economy,  such  information  Cbn  scarcely  be  acquired 
at  too  high  a  price.  The  advantage  of  an  organized 
scientific  corps,  qualified  by  study  and  by  practice 
for  this  peculiar  duty,  over  the  irregular  services  of 
persons  transiently  employed,  without  organization^ 
and  without  the  opportunities  of  mature  and  i^e- 
tematic  deliberation,  doubtless  dictated  the  format 
tion  of  this  corps.  And  all  our  experience  ha» 
shown  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  The  reports 
in  detail  of  the  several  officers  of  the  corps,  appended 
to  that  of  the  Colonel,  present  a  mass  of  the  most 
valuable  information  respecting  the  topography  of 
various  parts  of  the  Uniou'-from  the  remote  north 
to  the  extreme  south.  They  exhibit  the  progress 
made  in  the  surveys,  in  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  rivera,  in  the  construction  of  lighthouses  and 
breakwaters,  and  various  other  works  in  charge  of 
the  corps.  A  brief  notice  of  a  few  of  those  which 
seem  to  require  attention,  is  all  that  will  l^  attempted 
on  the  present  occasion. 

U  will  be  perceived  that  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  survey  of  the  Northwestern  lakes, 
and  that  preparations  for  iU  oontiouaace  the  next 
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settMk Mvobeeh  noMle,  wliii(A  will  enalj)Ie^th«86^  xm- 
cb&^  ot  the  work  to  accomplirti^  more  thflin  wii 
pfiicde^e.  (luring  tb»  IiUit  year.  'I^«  eirp^nse  of 
tbftfe^  surve^A  is  comparatively  so  triftng,  Uiat  they 
ctiH  soaroely  be  liable  to  objection  in  almost  any 
sUte  of  tke  treasury.  I  caiinot  omit  to  e^latten^ 
tioB-  to  the  report  of  Captain  Williams,  respecting 
the  urgent  necessi^  of  a  hart>or  on  the  west  side  of 
Lak»  MrdngaA,  and  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  St  Ciair  rrver«  These  are 
exceedingly  important  to  the  United  States,  to  ena- 
ble us  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
military  stores  and  subsistence  for  the  troops  which, 
even  -in  time  of  peace,  must  be  maintained  in  that 
qaarter,  and  which,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  will 
afib)id  the^  only  barrier  between  savage  ferocity 
and  our  frontier  settlements.  But  to  our  fellow- 
cittiens  of  that  rogion,  who  have  purchased  the 
public  lands,  a  sale  access  to  themariEots  of  the  East 
is  so  essential  ns  to  justify  their  calls  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  a  common  share  of  its  preteetion.  The 
commerce  of  the  lakes>  comprising  the  productions 
of  s^en  States  and  one  Territory,  which  must  an- 
nufilty  exceed  tweoty-|ive  millions  of  deUars^  would 
6eem  entitled  to  consideration  and  assistance,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  great  interests  involved  in 
its  success,  but  on  the  ground,  also,  of  a  fair  appor- 
tionment t>f  the  fostering  and  protecting  aid  of  the 
Government.  This  commerce  affords  the  only  ef- 
fective means  of  supplying  the  nation  with  the  mar- 
iners "Who  will  be  found  indispensable  in  that  (}uar* 
ter,  in  the  event  of  hostilities. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  surveys  for  the  defences 
of  SoHer^s  flats  and  of  Delaware  brediwater  harbor 
are  completed.  Those  for  the  defences  of  Sandy 
Hook,  and  the  harbor  and  town  of  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  are  in  execution,  as  well  as  the 
military  reconnoissance  of  the  peninsula  of  Mary- 
land, south  of  the  city.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  an  extensive  and  very  thoK>ugh  reconnoissance 
of  the  defences  of  New  Orleans,  embracing  a  large 
extent  of  territory,  has  been  completed. 

The  raft  which  formed  the  obstrvtction  to  the 
navigation  of  Red  river  has  t>een  removed — an  event 
of  ne  small  importance  to  our  fellow^citisecis  in  that 
quarter. 

The  Potomac  aqueduct  is  so  far  completed  as  to 
warrant  the  confident  expectation  that  it  will  be  in 
a  condition  to  receive  water  in  the  course  of  the 
next  peason.  The  repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge 
are  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  passable  in  January  next. 

The  measures  taken  to  execute  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  appropriating  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  rivers,  are  also  stated.  So  soon 
as  the  application  for  an  injunction,  by  Henry  M. 
Shrcve,  Esq.,  which  has  arrested  the  progress  of 
those  measures,  shall  be  disposed  of,  they  will  be 
resumed.  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  present  appro- 
priatidn  i^  wholly  inadequate ;  that  it  can  only  pro- 
vide the  necessary  snag-boats  ;  and  that,  unless  fol- 
lowed by  others,  the  expenditure  of  the  money  will 
be  but  to  waste  it. 

The  proceedings  of  the  corpe  under  the  laws 
respecting  the  construction  of  lighthouses  are  also 
detailed  in  the  report.  It  would  seem  that  the  ex- 
pense of  these  invaluable  auxiliaries  to  commerce 
may  be  much  diminished  by  the  adoption  of  Mitch- 
elTs  patent  screw  moorings— a  recent  English  inven- 
tion; and  that,  by  means  of  such  moorings,  they 
can  be  placed  in  positions  far  more  advantageous  to 
the  mariner  than  any  that  can  be  occupied  in  the 
present  mode  of  building  them.  The  sanction  of 
Congress  is  invited  to  the  steps  recommended  by  the 
Oolonel  of  Topographical  Engineers,  to  procure  the 
necessary  apparatus,  and  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its 
application. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  party  of  engineers  is  in  the 
field  for  the  survey  of  the  Arkansas  and  Piatt  rivers 
and  the  adjacent  country.  A  survey  of  the  country 
north  of  the  Missouri  having  been  completed,  the 
map  of  the  pame,  constructed  by  Mr.  NicoHet,  unequal- 
M  in  the  acrnrifry  nnd  fulness  of  its  detaHs,  is  now 
nearly  finished,  and  will  be  publiAed  in  January 
next.  It  in  intended  to  cause  a  similar  survey  of  the 
cnnitry  south  of  that  river,  embracing  the  approach- 
es 40  ihe  Rocky  moutttciiis,  their  eevtrei  pairaesi  and 


gradtlAlly  the  region  between  them  and  our  posses- 
sions on  the  Pacific  These  explorations  and  surveys 
are  indispensable  to  such  a  knowledge  of  the  countjry, 
its  resources,  and  its  streams,  as  we  must  possess 
before  we  can  establish  any  communication  with  a 
region  that  is  every  day  becoming  more  important 
to  us.  And  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  relue- 
tance  to  grant  the  very  moderate  appropriations 
asked  for  the  continuance  of  the  ^'militsjry  and  geo* 
graphical  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  river." 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  department,  your 
attention,  and  that  of  Congress,  was  called  to  the 
great  importance  of  establishing  a  chain  of  military 
poets  extending  from   the   Council   Bluffs  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.     A  plan,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense,  were  subsequently  laid  before 
the  military  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  whom  a  very  able  and  interesting  report 
was  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill.     I  would  again 
earnestly    invite  a  consideration   of  the    subject. 
There  are  two  aspects  in  vidiich  it  may  be  regarded. 
In  the  first  place,  the  exhibition  of  military  power  is 
indispensable  to  counteract  and  control  any  hostile 
disposition  of  the  Indians  in  that  vast  ajid  sequester- 
ed region.     They  are  now  exposed  to  the  unresisted 
influences  of  the  traders  and  emissaries  of  foreign 
nations,  by  whom  they  could  at  any  time  be  excited 
to  devastate  that  entire  frontier.     We  could   com- 
mand the  avenues  by  which  these  Indians  pass  from 
the  north  to  the  south  in  their  hunting  expeditions, 
and  thus  make  them  sensible  of  our  power  to  resist 
and  punish  aggression.     In  the  second  place,  if  we 
intend  to  maintain  our  right  to  the  territories  on  the 
Pacific,  belor>ging  to  us,  (which,  it  is  supposed,  does 
not  admit  of  a  question,)  we  must  occupy  them ; 
and  we  must  establish  a  communication  with  them, 
other  than   that  of  a  five  months'  voyage  by  sea 
at  a  particular  season  of  the  year.     By  extending 
our  laws  and  civil  jurisdiction  over  the  country,  and 
afibrding  protection  to  our  citizens  disposed  to  emi- 
grate thither,  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe, 
from  communications  to  the  department,   that  a 
sufiident  number  would  soon  establish  themselveb 
in  that  quarter,  provided  they  could  be  assured  of 
immunity  from  Indians  on  the  way,  and  their  jour- 
ney couhl  be  facilitated  by  the  Government.     To 
attain  these  purposes,  it  is  not  supposed  that  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  posts  is  imnMNliately   necessary. 
The  establishment  of  one  at  some  proper  point  on 
the  Missouri — probably  between  the  great  bend  of 
that  river  and  tVhite  river — at  which  stores  and  sup- 
plies could  be  collected,  and  from  which  parties  could 
be  sent  out,  would  answer  for  the  present,  and  until 
the  whcle  ground  diould  be  better  known.    These 
parties  would  be  occupied  primarily  in  exploring  and 
surveying,  to  ascertain  the  best  routes,  in  removing 
obstructions  and   facilitating  the  passage   of  such 
routes,  and  in  protecting  the  caravtms  of  emigrants. 
And  if  small  detachments  of  hired  men,  acquainted 
with  the  country,  were  furnished  to  the  latter,  upon 
their  crossing  the  mountains,   it  is  believed  that 
nothing  further  would  be  required.     Every  colony 
that  passed  over  the  mountains  would  facilitate  the 
progress  of  its  successor;  and  every  one  that  estab- 
lished itself  beyond  them  would  add  to  the  strength 
and  power  of  the   Government,  and  would  perhaps 
render  permanent  forts  unnecessary. 

There  are  many  indications  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  decided  action  on  this  subject,  and  I  trust 
that  at  t|ie  ensuing  session  of  Congress  there  will  be 
such  appropriations  as  will  enable  this  department 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  send  on  to 
Oregon  a  colony  of  citizens  impatient  to  undertake 
the  enterprise.  A  post  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Colombia  would  certainly  be  deeirable;  but  it  is  not 
deemed  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  present  condition 
of  things. 

The  operations  in  the  Pajrmaster  General's  and 
the  Surgeon  Geiieral's  departments  are  detailed  in 
the  reports  of  their  respective  cfaie&.  Under  the 
authority  of  the  appropriatacm  at  the  last  session,  for 
extending  and  rendering  more  complete  the  meteoro- 
logical observations  comlueled  at  the  military  posts, 
Professor  Espy  has  been  employed  to  render  that 
assistance  for  which  his  extensive  researches  so 
eminently  qualify  him.  Instructions  and  forms 
have  been  prepared,  which,  h  is  believed,  will  insure 
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which  an  important  science  cannot  £ul  X» 
great  advantages. 

The  report  of  the  Commissafy  Oenertl  of 
ence  exhibits  the  very  prosperotis  conditiofi  of  .hia 
department  All  the  accounto  of  disiransng  agefllt 
have  been  faithfully  rendered.  For  tht  reasow 
stated  by  him,  no  appropriations  for  the  first  mz. 
months  of  1843  will  be  necessary,  on  aoeoonA  of 
subsistence  of  the  army.  The  success  whi^  Ims  to 
far  attended*  the  system  of  purdiate  by  contraot,  in- 
duces me  to  dissent  from  Uie  recommendaCien  to 
change  it  Perhaps  more  discretion  miglit  be  wMf 
allowed,  to  purohase  in  the  open  market  when  piopo- 
sals  are  deemed  exorbitant  The  unsettled  aeoottM 
for  subsistence  furnished  in  Florida  in  1839  and 
1840,  would  seem  to  requh*  spedal  leg^alation  fef 
their  adjustment 

From  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensioiifl, 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  pensions  on  the  roMi 
is  less,  by  1,496,  than  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report.  The  whole  number  at  that  time  was  26,M  1 . 
The  number  at  present  on  the  rolls  is  26,035';  of 
whom  3,662  are  invalids;  3,734  received  peMont 
under  the  act  of  1818;  412  under  the  act  of  l8S8t 
16,536  under  the  act  of  1882;  2,807  under  (^ 
act  of  1886;  and  395  have  been  pensioned  nnder 
the  act  of  1838,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  Aie 
joint  resolution  and  act  of  the  last  seesion  of  Con- 
gress, relating  to  the  death  of  pensioners  since  1889; 
and  to  the  marriage  of  their  widows.  It  is  befieved 
that  many  must  have  died,  without  the  Act  being 
known  to  the  agents,  and,  of  course^  not  reportad-^ 
them.  The  persons  who  received  their  pensions,  in 
the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1842,  amoontsd  t» 
18,074;  and  it  is  supposed  that  this  approzhMs 
very  nearly  to  the  actual  number  now  ative.  This 
would  exhibit  a  diminution  of  8,467,  which  is  net  so 
great  as  that  which  occurred  between  the  dales  of 
the  reports  in  1840  and  1841,  and  whidi  amooHlei 
to  17,863.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimate  Ibr  pen- 
sions is  much  below  that  for  1842. 

The  law  relating  to  military  bonn^  lands,  for  ser- 
vices in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  in  tint  of  1811, 
having  been  derived  by  the  act  of  July  27,  1^2, 
the  examination  of  the  claims  presented  was  refiMrred 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pennons,  as  the  n^  and 
documents  relating  to  them  were  in  his  office.  From 
the  statement  annexed  to  his  report,  it  will  appear 
that  358  claims  on  account  of  rew>lutionaTy  aenms 
have  been  presented  within  the  year,  and  that  1HI 
warrants  have  been  issued  for  6,250  acres  of  land; 
that  416  chiinsfor  services  in  die  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  have  been  presented  within  the  same 
time,  and  that  65  warrants  have  been  issued  for  10,720 
acres  of  land. 

By  the  act  of  March  4,  1840,  the  ofllice  of  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  was  continued  until  the  4ih 
day  of  March,  1 848,  when  it  will  cease,  unless  6it- 
ther  continued  by  Congress.  By  the  same  act,  dte 
pension  business  of  the  Navy  Department  was  tnns^ 
ferred  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  P^snsionf 

The  duties  yet  remaining  to  be  performed  uni§Br 
the  laws  relating  to  army  and  navy  pensions,  and  to 
the  military  bounty  lands,  require  the  continuaneea( 
the  otfice  of  die  Commissioner. 

The  condition  of  our  affairs  with  the  Indians  pre- 
sents a  subject  of  the  deepest  interest  to  every  ptn- 
lanthropist  The  report  of  the  Commissioner  who 
has  them  immediately  under  his  charge,  with  iho 
accompanying  tabular  statements,  and  the  retains 
of  the  various  superintendents  and  agrats,  f^rmsh 
copious  information  of  the  results  of  past  labon,  azkd 
the  grounds  of  hope  fbr  the  continued  imprpvemoot 
of  these  victims  to  the  progress  of  civilization.  Tl^ 
policy  oi  removing  the  hidians  from  their  natite 
homes,  to  make  room  for  the  white  man,  and  of  oql* 
lecting  them  in  large  bodies  on  our  Western  frontier, 
is  not  now  debatable.  It  has  been  long  setded,aod 
it  may  now  be  considered  as  having  been  eeipc^SifiL 
There  is  no  more  land  e«st  of  the  Misnssippi,  ro* 
maining  unceded,  to  be  desired  by  us.  No  new 
sourcfe  of  expense  on  ^s  accoimt  need  be  opened 
for  many  years  to  come;  and  wh^n  the  trtraties  v/vf 
pending  shall  be  ratified,  and  those  requirii^  te 
removal  pflni^ians  shall  be  executed,  onr  system  will 
become  settled.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  red  mia 
will  then  be  suffer^  to  rest  in  peaccL  i|nd  thai  obdi- 

vided  elfi)rto  w3  ll>e  bestowed  in  JwcB^i^i'S  fe 
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i^atibl  responsibilities  we  hare  inctirred  to  improve 
fais  intellectual  and  moral  condition,  as  the  only  means 
of  Tendering;  him  happy  here  or  hereafter. 

From  the  returns  we  ha^e  been  able  to  obtain,  it 
appears  that  88,124  have  been  removed  to  the  regionfl 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  that  of  the  once  numer- 
ous tribes  east  of  that  river,  less  than  25,000  souls 
remain.  The  greater  portion  of  these  are  under 
treaty  obligations  to  remove  within  a  very  few  years. 

This  policy  of  collecting  the  Indians  has  proceeded 
on  the  idea  of  relieving  them  from  their  dependent 
send  degrading  condition  when  mixed  with  a  white 
population,  and  of  isolating  them  from  the  vices  of  a 
semi-civilization.  Scarcely  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment, they  are  qtiite  incompetent  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  frauds  and  from  the  violence  of  the 
white  man.  The  present  system  of  superintendents 
and  agents  is  inadequate,  and  the  time  seems  to  have 
arrived  when  we  should  turn  our  attention  to  devis- 
ing some  form  of  government  which  may  secure 
peace  and  order  among  themselves,  and  protection 
against  others.  Until  they  feel  safe  in  their  persons  * 
and  possessions,  they  can  makcno  advances  towaid 
cisilbatioii.  Althoogh  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
liie  adiaoent  courts  of  the  United  States  is  extended 
over  them,  lyet  all  experience  has  shown  that  it  is 
merely  nominat  The  most  atrocious  offenders  are 
ssUom  pmsued,  and  more  rarely  brought  to  justice. 
CHvU  obligations  it  is  wholly  vain  to  attempt  to  en- 
iMte.  There  is  no  cause  for  surprise  that,  in  this 
state  of  things,  the  law  of  force  and  of  retaliation  is 
the  only  one  recognised.  The  plan  of  something 
Kin  a  territDiial  govemihent  for  the  Indicms  has 
been  suggested;  the  object  is  worthy  the  most 
tleiiherate  consideration  of  all  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  fiUe  of  this  hapless  race. 

The  vice  to  which  they  are  most  ncliined,  and 
which  is  the  most  deadly  to  their  prosperity,  is  an 
indtdgence  in  intoxicating  liquors.  All  the  powers 
given  to  this  department  by  existing  laws  have  been 
exerted  to  restrain  this  propensity,  and  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  alcohol  into  the  Indian  country. 
Circutara  to  agents  and  superintendents,  and  in- 
structions to  military  commanders,  have  been  reiter- 
ated with  but  partial  effect  The  cupidity  of  the 
vi^hife  man,  boasting  of  his  superior  civilization, 
stimulates  his  craft  in  devising  the  means  of  eva- 
ding the  laws,  and  still  iurther  brutalizing  his  ignor- 
flibt,  weak,  and  yielding  red  brother.  Depositories 
of  ardent  spirits  are  established  on  the  confines  of 
the  Indian  territory,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
^States,  where  the  laws  of  the  Union  cannot  apply, 
and  where  there  are  none  of  the  State  adapted  to 
the  case,  6r,  if  they  exist,  aito  never  ^ecuted.  Some 
remedy  may  be  provided,  by  substituting  imprison- 
iriMOtfrnr  the  present  pecuniary  penalty  prescribed 
lor  settiof^  or  introducing  liquor,  or  establishing  dis- 
tilleries, in  the  Indian  coun^,  (which  is  wholly  in- 
eifectiial  against  a  class  of  persons  who  have  no 
visible  property,)  and  by  giving  jurisdiction  over  the 
offtnce  to  some  local  or  other  authority  to  which 
cotaiveAient  access  can  be  had. 

Among  some  of  the  more  civilized  tribes,  particu- 
larly the  Choctaws  and  Cherokees,  it  is  understood 
that  the  doctrines  and  the  practice  of  temperance 
have  made  much  progress,  and  that  they  have  passed 
some  wise  laws  to  restrain  their  own  people.  The 
HKt  thus  established,  that  the  Indian  can  be  made 
tsmpeiste,  is  calculated  to  cheer  us  in  efforts  to  save 
him. 

An  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  civilization 
fbnd,  and  of  its  application,  accompanies  ^e  report 
ojf  the  Commissioner.  This  small  fund  has  accom- 
plished much.  It  scatters  its  good  seed  very  exten- 
sively, and  a  great  portion  of  it  falls  on  good  soil. 
Its  fruits  are  to  be  seen  in  the  gradual  but  decided 
improvement  of  many  of  the  Indian  tribes.  This 
fod  is  applied  so  as  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  practi- 
^le,  with  the  schools  established  and  maintained 
'by  means  o^  the  moneys  provided,  by  treaties  with 
^^trious  tnt>es,  for  purposes  of  education.  From 
t^e  84,  appended  to  the  Commissioner's  report,  it 
Appears  that  the  whole  amount  thus  provided  at  the 
.F^sent  time  is  $67,156.  It  will  also  be  seen  fVom 
tsble  83,  that  there  are  ilfly-two  schools  maintained 
fbr  Indian  youth,  at  which  there  are  2,132  scholars ; 
ipf  Wh(ym  lj098  «re  boys,  and  802  girls,  and  222 


who^e  sex  is  not  stated,  were  instructed  during  the 
past  year;  and  that,  from  seven  schools,  there  are  no 
returns.  Wherever  the  means  of  comparison  exist, 
it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  aggregate  number  of 
pupils  is  on  the  increase.  Convinced  that  the  only 
means  ot  difiusihg  elementary  knowledge  among  the 
children  of  these  people  is  to  interest  their  parents 
in  the  undertaking,  by  enabling  them  to  take  a  part 
in  the  establishment  of  schools  and  in  their  super- 
vision, our  efforts  have  been  directed  to  the  encour- 
agement of  such  seminaries  in  the  respective  nations. 
A  sufficient  number  of  many  of  the  tribes  have  al- 
ready been  educated,  and  prepared  to  become  teach- 
ers among  their  own  people.  Every  school  becomes 
the  nursery  of  new  teachere,  who,  being  thus  pre- 
pared at  home,  removed  from  the  temptations  mat 
assail  them  among  the  whites,  and  retaining  the 
mannera  of  their  own  people,  will  be  more  accepta- 
ble and  more  successful  than  any  others.  In  this 
way  only  can  females  be  educated,  and  the  potent 
influence  of  mothers  be  properly  directed  in  the 
formation  of  the  character  of  the  generation  that  is 
soon  to  take  place  in  the  scene  of  life.  Although 
the  academy  in  Kentucky  is  continued  for  the  double 
purpose  of  fulfilling  expectations  which  caused  heavy 
expenses  in  its  establishment,  and  for  furnishing  a 
higher  grade  of  instruction,  to  enable  the  pupils  to  be- 
come physicians,  clergymen,  and  teachers;  yet,  as  it 
is  supposed  these  pupils  will  be  as  nearly  accom- 
plished within  two  yeara  as  they  can  be  at  any  time, 
consistently  with  the  greater  and  main  object  of  in- 
structing the  greatest  possible  number,  it  has  been 
arranged  with  the  founder  and  proprietor  of  that 
academy,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  Government  to  furnish  pupils  to  it 
are  to  cease. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the 
moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  Indians,  is 
the  system  which  supplies  them  with  cfething  and 
the  means  of  procuring  subsistenoe.  It  is  undenia- 
ble that  the  trading  system  does  not  adequately  ac- 
complish these  purposes.  There  are  many  honest 
faithfiil  traders,  but  they  cannot  counteract  the  reck- 
lessness of  the  Indians,  who  will  purchase  goods 
either  of  a  worthless  kind,  or  in  quantities  altogether 
beyond  their  wants,  which,  with  characteristic  im- 
providence, they  waste  or  barter  for  ardent  sf tints, 
and  leave  themselves  destitute  of  the  articles  of  ne- 
cessity fbr  the  residue  of  the  year.  This  destitution 
produces  suflTering,  dependence,  and  inactivity;  and 
they  resign  themselves  to  the  allurements  of  intoxi- 
cation, or  of  wretched  idleness.  At  the  same  time, 
an  infiuence  is  acquired  over  them  by  the  traders, 
altogether  beyond  diat  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  which  may  be,  and  sometimes  has  been, 
wielded  in  opposition  to  its  policy,  and  tending  to 
the  continued  degradation  and  detriment  of  the  In- 
dians. In  this  respect,  it  seems  to  me  the  British 
policy  is  fkr  preferable,  which  retains  to  the  officera 
of  the  nation  the  means  of  infiuencing  men  who  can 
be  reached  mainly  only  through  their  personal 
wants.  I  am  disposed  -to  concur  in  the  views  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affidra,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  employing  agents  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
supplies  to  the  Indians  at  fixed  prices,  of  which  they 
should  be  notified,  and  in  such  quantities,  at  given 
periods  of  time,  as  will  insure  their  deriving  the 
utmost  benefit  from  them.  ,  It  is  not  perceived  why 
the  principle  recently  adopted  in  reference  to  pur- 
sers in  the  navy,  may  not  be  applied  to  this  case; 
and  a  system  of  checks  established,  that  will  guard 
against  all  fhiud  and  abuse,  and  enable  the  Indian 
to  receive  the  best  kind  of  goods  at  the  cost  of  pur- 
chase and  transportation,  and  a  per  centage  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  sale. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  a  treaty  has  been 
concluded  and  r^iiifled  with  the  Senecas  of  N^w 
YoriL,  by  which  a  dispute  that  threatened  the  most 
vexatious  consequences  has  been  amicably  adjusted, 
the  rights  of  the  Indians  protected,  their  interest 
promoted,  and  the  Government  relieved  from  lar^ 
pecuniary  responsibilities. 

With  the  Wyandots  of  Ohio  a  treaty  has  also 
been  ratified,  by  whidi  that  State  will  be  relieved 
from  a  population  that  encumbered  the  &irest  por- 
tion of  its  territory— «  portion  that  will  now  be  op<ni  ; 
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to  enterprise,  and  contribute  to  the  gerf^ral  pros- 
perity. 

A  treaty  has  also  been  held  with  the  Soc  and  Fox 
Tndfens,  (WMch,  under  your  dii^ections,  will  be  sub- 
ttilttedto  the  Senate  for  ratification,)  by  which  about 
ten  miltibns  of  Acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  in 
ttie  Territory  of  Iowa  are  acquired,  ^purchase 
hasutso  brien  msde  of  the  Chinpewas  in  tne  north- 
WSst  Of  iVIidvigan  and  in  Wisconsin,  of  about 
fifteen  niilFiOhs  of  acres,  by  a  treaty  which  will  in 
like  manner  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  These 
treaties  have  been  made  at  a  redufced  expense  quite 
miprecedent^,  in  the  most  open,  fair,  and  frank 
manner,  ahd  dh  terms  of  justice,  and  even  liberality 
to  the  Indians,  becbmhig  the  character  of  the  Uni- 
ted'lStirtes. 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  last'ses'slon  of  Conflfress, 
CommiSSionere  hi£v'e  been  appointed  to  adjust  the 
claims  arishiig  under  thp  Cl»oc(aw  treaty  of  1S30, 
and  instructiotis  have  been  given  th^m  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  Commissioners  have 
also  been  appointed  to  settle  the  remaining  claims 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  1836.  Del- 
egates from  that  nation  were  in  attendance  at  the 
seat  of  Government  for  several  months  during  the 
last  year,  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  other  and 
extensive  claims,  and  to  settle  some  points  in  relation 
,to  the  intercourse  o(  our  citizens  with  their  people, 
and  the  administration  of  their  laws.  Their  appli- 
cations wdre  listened  to,  not  only  patiently,  but  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  gratify  them  in  every  request  that 
could  be  gprantcd  consistently  with  a  regard  to  our 
own  rights  and  duties.  The  propositions  msde  to 
them,  to  meet  many  of  their  objects,  were  declined; 
and  the  whole  negotiation  failed. 

During  the  year,  the  claims  arising  under  the 
Creek  treaty,  connected  with  the  contract  of  Watson 
dc  Co.,  have  been  disposed  of;  and  many  of  those 
prior  to  that  contract  have  been  adjbsted,  and  the 
residue  wilt  soon  cease  to  encumber  the  department. 
The  claims  und^r  the  tretUy  of  1839  with  the  Osages 
have  all  been  finally  decided,  except  five,  which  hdVc 
been  refen^  for  further  information. 

Appended  to  the  report  isi  the  commissioners,  arc 
tabulair  statements  of  Reinvestments  made  in  stocks 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  Indisn  tribes,  and  of 
the  amounts  retained  in  the  treasury  on  which  the 
Government  pays  the  annual  interest 

I  found  existing  in  the  department  a  disbursing 
agent,  in  whose  ndine  large  sums  of  money,  belong- 
ing to  variods  Indians,  were  deposited  in  dififerent 
banks,  or  held  by  him  in  public  securities.  Although 
this  money  could  not  be  drawn  or  used  without  a 
check  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflaira,  yet  the  system 
appeared  to  me  erroneous  in  principle,  and  liable 
to  abuse.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangementa 
could  be  made,  directions  were  given  to  transfer 
these  funds  directly  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  This  has  been  done,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  sum  necessarily  retained  to  meet  outstanding 
deoMnds,  or  to  adjust  unsettled  accounts  of  agents. 
"  I  concur  in  the  request  of  the  Commissioner,  that 
authority  be  given  to  sell  the  buildings,  and  the 
adjacent  improvements,  which  have,  at  former  times, 
been  constructed  and  made  for  the  use  of  the  Indian 
agencies,  but  which  have  become  useless  to  the  In- 
dian Department. 

The  reductions  directed  by  the  act  "  respecting 
the  organization  of  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
psssed  at  the  last  session,  have  been  efifected,  so  far 
as  authority  for  that  purpose  was  given  by  the  act. 
The  offices  of  the  superintendents  of  the  armories 
have  been  abolished;  the  military  storekeepere  at- 
tached to  the  ordnance  service  have  been  reduced  to 
the  number  directed;  the  duties  of  the  Commissary 
of  Purchases  have  been  transferred  to  the  Quarter- 
master's Department;  two  paymasters,  one.surged^n, 
and  ten  assistant  surgeons,  have  been  disbanded; 
there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  paymaster, 
and  in  that  of  surgeon.  Although  the  act  directed 
that  the  oflke  of  one  inspector  general  should  be 
abolished,  yet  it  did  not  authorize  the  President  to 
discharge  either  of  the  incumbents.  While  it  gave 
that  authority  in  respect  to  the  paymasters,  surgeons, 
and  assistant  stlrgeons.  The  case  was  such  as  not 
to  require  or  juitify  the  exerci^  6f  the  power  of 
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mmoval,  by  striking  from  the  army  register  the  name 
of  either  of  the  inspectors  general,  solely  upon  the 
Executive  authority  or  responsibiii^.  Deeming 
the  legislation  on  the  subject  indioate,  as  both  those 
officers  were  engaged  on  highly  important  duties, 
and  their  services  could  not  be  dispensed  with, 
without  great  injustice  to  the  service,  you  were  ad- 
vised to  follow  the  precedent  of  1815,  under  similar 
circumstances,  when  the  President  found  it  impcac- 
ticable  to  carry  out  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and 
flospended  proceedings  for  the  further  action  of  the 
legislative  body.  As  little  more  than  two  months 
would  elapse  before  the  opportunity  for  such  action 
would  present  itself,  you  concluded  to  adopt  that 
course.  I  beg  leave,  now,  to  express  the  decided 
r  conviction  of  this  department,  founded  upon  the 
information  and  advice  of  many  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  experienced  officers  of  the  army,  that  the 
number  of  inspectors  general  cannot  be  reduced, 
without  essential  and  permanent  injury  to  the  service. 
The  reduction  of  the  rank  and  file  does  not  diminish 
the  number  of  poets,  of  forts,  of  arsenals,  or  of  depots. 
Without  the  inspection  of  an  independent  officer,  in 
no  way  connected  with  the  branch  of  service  which 
may  have  charge  of  the  public  property,  and  not 
responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  troops,  the  Gov- 
'emment  will  be  obliged  to  rely  mainly  on  the  infor- 
mation of  those  whose  feelings  and  whose  interests 
would  be  adverse  to  the  discovery  of  any  delinquency. 
It  h  no  imputation  to  apply  to  the  military  service 
the  principles  of  supervision  and  check  which  per- 
vade eviery  other  department  of  the  Government. 
And  to  render  such  inspections  effectual,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  they  should  be  conducted  by  officers 
not  only  of  experience,  but  of  high  rank,  whose  au- 
thority would  be  respected.  These  observations  are 
made  here,  in  the  hope '  that,  on  a  reconsideration  of 
the  subject,  it  will  be  deemed  most  expedient  to  leave 
this  part  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  duties  and 
meeting  the  responsibilities  of  the  department,  as  it 
was  established  in  1821,  when  the  army  was  re- 
^duced,  and  as  it  has  continued  since  that  time. 

It  appears,  from  statements  furnished  this  depart- 
ment by  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  that  the 
number  of  unsettled  accounts  in  their  offices  has  been 
considerably  diminished  since  the  last  annual  report. 
In  the  Second  Auditor's  office,  there  are  none  which 
were  presented  in  1840;  that  6i  those  presented  in 
1841,  57,  and  of  those  presented  in  1842,  815  re- 
mained unsettled — ^making  872  in  the  whole,  and 
showing  a  reduction  of  300  since  the  last  annual 
report  In  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  there  remain 
unsettled,  of  the  accounts  presented  in  1840, 
294;  of  those  presented  in  1841,  345;  and  of 
those  presented  in  1842,  840— making  1,479, 
and  exhibiting  a  reduction  of  the  number  stated 
in  the  last  ^annual  report,  of  335.  ^  Although  a 
decided  improvement  is  thus  shown,  yet  the  number 
not  disposed  of  is  altogether  too  large.  Some  of  them 
are  known  to  be  delayed  for  the  want  of  explanation 
of  deficient  vouchers;  but  by  far  the  greatest  pro- 
portion have  not  been  examined.  Nothing  can  be 
more  unjust  to  the  faithful  officers  who  have  ren- 
dered their  accounts,  than  the  omission  to  settle 
them  until  the  persons  who  could  supply  deficient 
vouchers  are  dead,  or  removed  to  unknown  places, 
or  until  the  means  o(  explanation  are  lost  or  forgot- 
ten. It  is  a  cruelty  most  ruinous  in  its  result,  which 
^  is  believed  not  to  exist  in  any  other  country.  And 
its  effects  are  very  injurious  to  the  Government  For 
it  oflen  happens  that  it  is  found  necessary  to  charge 
another  officer  with  a  sum  which  has  been  paid  or 
advanced  to  him  by  the  one  whose  account  is  settled. 
During  the  delay  that  occurs  in  ascertaining  the 
fact  of  such  liability,  the  person  to  be  charged  be- 
comes insolvent,  or  dies,  or  no  trace  of  him  can  be 
found.  I  would  most  respectfully  and  most  earnestly 
vrge  an  increase  of  the  force  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Auditor's  offices— at  least  temporarily,  until  the 
existing  mass  of  accounts  be  disposed  of.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  information  called  for  hy 
Congress  is  necessarily  derived  from  these  Auditors, 
and  the  time  and  laibor  required  to  furnish  it  arc 
abstracted  from  the  regular  duties  of  the  office.  And 
this,  doubtless,  is  the  principal  cause  of  their  ordi- 
nary business  being  in  arrear.     They  should,  also, 
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erty  accounts,  which,  in  truth,  belong  to  the  admin- 
i^ativo  departmentfij  rather  than  the  accounting 
officers. 

The  accounts  of  the  disbursing  agents  in  the  In- 
dian Department  are  in  a  condition  that  defies  any 
power  of  the  executive  officers  to  bring  them  to  a 
close.  Payments  have  been  made  to  a  large  amount 
out  of  one  fund,  for  objects  legally  authorized,  but  to 
which  it  was  not  by  law  applicable;  and  the  agents 
remain  charged  with  such  payments,  although  they 
have  rendered  vouchers  for  the  expenditure.  Many 
accounts  in  other  branches  of  tlie  service  are  under- 
stood to  be  in  a  similar  condition.  A  law  authoriz- 
ing transfers  of  appropriations,  similar  to  that  passed 
on  the  27th  January,  1831,  to  meet  similar  difficul- 
ties, which  will  not  draw  a  dollar  from  the  treasury, 
is  demanded  by  the  interest  of  the  Government  and 
by  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  agents.  It  is  believed 
that  they  have  accounted  for  the  money  placed  in 
their  hands;  but  it  is  impossible  to  have  official  cer- 
tainty on  the  subject  until  their  accounts  are  adjust- 
ed. The  accounts  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  serving  in  Florida  in  1838  and  1839, 
cannot  be  closed  without  legislative  provision.  The 
difficulty  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter General,  and  I  would  respectfully  solicit  the  pas- 
sage of  the  necessary  law  to  remove  it. 

I  C4innot  close  this  report  without  again  reverting 
to  a  subject  that  has  so  repeatedly  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Congpress— namely,  the  inconvenience 
and  the  great  insecurity  of  the  outbuildings  in 
which  the  offices  of  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the 
Ordnance  Bureau,  of  the  Bure^ius  of  Engineers  and 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence,  of  the  Surgeon  General,  and 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  are  kept.  Vain  as 
may  be  the  effi^rt  it  is  still  a  duty  to  ask  that  the  in- 
valuable papers  and  documents  in  those  offices  may 
be  preserved  from  destruction,  by  being  placed  in  a 
building  not  exposed,  as  they  now  are,  to  the  slight- 
est carelessness  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses  that 
surround  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 

To  the  Prssidbnt. 


REPORT 
OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Navy  Dxpartment, 

December,  1842. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
report,  in  relation  to  this  department : 

The  home  squadron,  authorized  by  tlie  act  of 
the  1st  day  of  August,  1841,  has  been  put  in  com- 
mission, and  placed  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Stewart.  It  is  composed  of  the  frigates  Inde- 
pendence, the  flag-ship  now  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Stringham;  the  frigate  Constitution, 
Captain  Parker ;  the  steam-frigate  Missouri,  Cap- 
tain Newton ;  the  steam-frigate  Mississippi,  Captain 
Salter ;  the  sloop  Falmouth,  Commander  Mcintosh  ; 
the  sloop  Vandalia,  Commander  Ramsey  ;  the  brig 
Dolphin,  Commander  Knight;  and  the  schooner 
Grampus,  Lieutenant  Van  Brunt 

The  original  design  of  this  squadron  was  to  cruise 
along  our  own  coast,  with  a  view  to  extend  the  usual 
protection  to  our  trade ;  but  more  particularly  to 
affi)rd  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress ;  to  make  ac- 
curate soundings  and  observations  along  our  shores, 
from  which  charts  might  be  formed ;  to  afford  ves- 
sels of  different  classes,  always  ready  to  take  the 
places  of  those  returning  from  distant  stations  ;  and 
to  perform  any  occasional  service  for  which  vessels 
of  war  might  be  required.  Finding,  however,  that 
it  was  unnecessarily  large  for  these  purposes,  and 
that  active  employment  could  not  be  given  to  it,  I 
determined  to  assign  to  it  the  duties  of  the  West 
India  squadron,  and  to  withdraw  that  squadron  from 
service.  This  has  accordingly  been  done  ;  and  the 
cruising  ground  of  the  home  squadron  now  extends 
from  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  to  the  river 
Amazon,  including  the  Carribbean  sea  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  This  service  requires  one-  or  two  small 
vessels,  in  addition  to  those  originally  assigned  to 
the  squadron;  and  these  I  propose  to  add. 


It  is  found  that  the  steam-ships  Missouri  and 
Misfeissippi  are  unsuited  to  cruising  in  time  of  peaee. 
Their  engines  consume  so  much  fuel  as  to  add  cn«- 
mously  to  their  expenses;  and  the  necessity  that  they 
should  return  to  port  after  short  intervals  of  time, 
for  fresh  supplies,  renders  it  impossible  to  send  them 
on  any  distant  service.  They  will  be  useful  vessels 
in  time  of  war,  as  guards  to  our  coasts  and  haibon, 
and  as  auxiliaries  in  fleets ;  but  they  cannot  be  re- 
lied on  as  cruisers,  and  are  altogether  too  expensive 
for  service  in  time  of  peace.  I  have  therefore 
determined  to  take  ihera  out  of  commission,  and 
shall  substitute  for  them  other  and  less  expensiTe 
vessels. 

The  Independence  has  not  yet  gone  to  sea,  owing 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  her  crews  have  been  taken 
from  time  to  time  for  other  vessels,  and  in  part  to 
the  necessary  engagements  of  Commodore  Stewut 
in  ether  services.  The  rest  of  the  squadron  hsf, 
under  his  orders,  been  kept  actively  and  usefiillj 
employed,  and  promises  to  answer  all  the  expe^atiom 
of  Congress  in  establishing  it 

The  duties  originally  contemplated  for  the  homt 
squadron  are  highly  important,  and  such  as  requre 
in  the  commander  the  best  order  of  qualificatioiu. 
They  do  not  however,  require  so  many  veMeis  astbe 
law  establishing  that  squadron  authorizes.  Whik, 
therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  squadron  sbookl  be 
such  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  best  proienioDal  rmk 
and  talent,  it  is  equally  desirable  that  it  should  not 
be  so  large  as  to  have  any  portion  of  it  inactire. 
By  assigning  to  it  the  duties  of  the  West  Indis 
squadron,  and  extending  the  cruising  ground  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  cruising  ground  of  the 
Brazil  squadron,  the  larger  vessels  may  be  kept  on 
constant  duty  to  windward.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
smaller  vessels  may,  in  like  manner,  be  employed  in 
the  Caribbean  sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where 
the  harbors  are  too  shallow  to  admit  those  of  a  larger 
size.  The  impossibility  of  beating  up  the  coast, 
against  the  trade-winds  and  Gulf  stream,  suggesti 
the  propriety  of  assigning  two  or  three  steam-vessels 
of  medium  size  to  that  duty.  These  would  afbid 
sufficient  protection  to  our  commerce,  while  jthey 
would  serve  to  keep  up  the  necessary  intercomse 
between  the  commander  of  the  squadron  and  that 
portion  of  it  destined  to  service  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. Without  the  aid  of  steam,  that  intezcoune 
could  not  be  well  maintained ;  for  a  vessel,  not  pro- 
pelled by  steam,  entering  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  from 
the  windward,  could  not  regain  her  position  withooi 
a  tedious  and  dangerous  passage  through  the  Gulf 
of  Florida. 

The  duties  ihus  contemplated  for  the  home  squad* 
ron  will  affi>ra  full  employment  for  it  except  during 
the  hurricane  season,  when  it  would  not  be  prudent 
for  it  to  keep  the  sea,  except  in  the  northern  put 
of  its  cruising  ground. 

The  Brazil  squadron  consists  of  the  Delaware  74. 
Captain  McCauly ;  the  frigate  Columbia,  Captain 
E.  R.  Shubrick ;  the  sloops  of  war  Concord,  Com- 
mander Boerum;  John  Adams,  Commander  Cobo- 
ver;  Decatur,  Commander  Farragut;  and  the  schoon- 
er Enterprise,  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Wilson;  all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Morris.  This  squadron, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  has  distinguished  itself  for 
good  order,  discipline,  and  constant  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  all  the  appropriate  .  duties  and  exercises  of 
squadron  service.  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  interests  of  our  citizens,  committed  to  the 
care  of  Commodore  Morriis,  have  been  fully  protected 
and  secured;  and  that  our  relations  with  the  countries 
within  the  range  of  his  command  have  been  pre- 
sei  ved  on  the  most  favorable  and  honorable  footing. 

After  tlie  return  of  the  frigate  Brandywine,  in 
July  last,  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  con- 
sisted of  only  two  sloops  of  war — the  Fairfield, 
Commander  Tattnall,  and  the  Preble,  Commander 
Voorhees;  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Mor- 
gan. I  regret  to  say  that  Commander  Voorheei 
died  at  Smyrna  on  the  27th  July  last ;  he  was  sm 
officer  of  a  high  order  of  merit  and  his  death  is  t 
serious  loss  to  his  country.  The  Preble  is  now  under 
the  command  of  Commander  Nicholson;  and  Com- 
mander Bigelow  has  succeeded  Commander  Tattnall, 
who  has  returned  1o  the  United  States^ 

On  the  1 5th  of  July  last   the  frigate  Congici^ 
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Captain  P.  F.  Voorhces,  sailed  fdr  the  Mediterra- 
nean;  and,  on  the  29th  of  August  last,  the  ColumbuH 
74,  Captain  Spencer,  warf  despatched  to  the  Bame 
station.  The  squadron  now  consistj*  of  the  Colum- 
bus, Congress,  Fairfield,  and  Preble — all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Morgan.  Drdera  have 
been  given,  however,  assigning  to  Commodore 
Morris  the  command  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
and  to  Commodore  Morgan  that  of  the  Brazil  {squad- 
ron. This  exchange  is  made  in  execution  of  a  plan 
which  I  propose  for  the  management  of  all  our 
squadrons,  and  of  which  I  shall  speak  more  at  large 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

Our  relations  with  the  countries  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean  have  been  preserved  on  the  moRt  friendly  foot^ 
ing,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  empire  of 
Morocco.  In  consequence  of  an  outrage,  offered  by 
a  subordinate  ofHcer  of  that  Government,  to  the 
late  Consul  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Carr,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  call  on  the  higher  authorities 
to  disavow  the  act,  and  to  punish  the  aggressor. 
This  was  promptly  done  by  Commodore  Morgan; 
and,  after  many  delays  and  much  unnecessary  for- 
mality on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  ample  redress 
was  afforded  by  the  public  disavowal  of  the  offence, 
and  the  dismissal  of  the  offending  officer.  Com- 
modore Morgan  appears  to  have  conducted  this 
afiair  with  much  skill  and  address,  asserting  with 
proper  firmness  the  respect  due  to  our  flag,  and  yet 
claiming  nothing  in  an  arrogant  or  dictatorial  spirit. 
I  have  every  reason  to  l)e  satisfied  with  the  part  he 
has  borne  in  this  delicate  transaction.  The  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries  arc  now  restored. 

The  squadron  in  the  Pacific  consists  of  the  frigate 
United  States,  Captain  Armstrong ;  sloop  Cyane, 
Commander  Stribling;  sloop  Yorktown,  Lieutenant 
Nicholas;  sloop  Dale,  Commander  Dornin;  and  the 
schooner  Shark,  Lieutenant  Eagle — all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  T.  Ap  C.  Jones.  The 
St.  Louis,  Commander  Forrest,  returned  on  the  16th 
September  last,  and  her  place  has  not  yet  been 
supplied. 

Nothing  has  occurred,  since  my  last  report,  to 
intermpt  the  friendly  relations  of  our  country  with 
the  nations  bordering  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  America. 
Our  squadron  has,  at  all  times,  ably  and  faithfully 
performed  its  duty ;  but  it  is  much  too  small  to  ren- 
der all  the  services  expected  of  it  in  that  remote 
region.  Every  part  of  that  vast  ocean  is  traversed 
by  our  trading  vessels,  and  in  every  part  of  it  the 
protection  of  our  naval  flag  is  consequently  required. 
The  few  ships  allowed,  even  to  the  largest  squadron 
that  we  have  ever  sent  to  the  Pacific,  are  not  enough 
to  gnard  our  whaling  interest  alone,  k  can  scarcely 
he  expected  that  five  or  six  vessels,  (most  of  which 
are  of  the  smallest  class,)  can  properly  protect  out 
commerce  and  our  people,  along  a  coast  of  three 
thoiisand  miles  in  extent,  and  throughout  an  ocean 
four  thousand  miles  wide.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  too  little  attention  has  heretofore  been  paid  to 
the  important  interests  of  our  country  in  the  Pacific 
ocean.  There  is,  at  this  time,  a  stronger  necessity 
than  ever  for  more  strict  vigilance  and  more  active 
exertion  on  our  part,  to  prevent  other  nations  from 
sobjecting  our  trade  to  injurious  restrictions  and  em- 
barTassments.  The  English  settlers  have,  by  their 
enterprise,  nearly  engrossed  the  trade  firom  Uie  Co- 
lombia river  to  the  islands,  so  that  our  countrymen 
are  as  effectually  cut  off  firom  it  as  if  they  had  no 
rights  in  that  quarter.  The  people  of  various  coun- 
tries are  rapidly  forming  settlements  all  along  the 
Clones  of  the  Pacific,  from  Columbia  river  to  the  Gulf 
of  California  ;  and  this,  too,  with  the  countenance 
and  support  of  their  respective  Governments.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  are  doing  literally  nothing 
for  our  own  interests  in  that  quarter.  To  those 
of  onr  people  who  are  inclined  to  settle  there, 
we  do  not  even  hold  out  the  encouragement  of 
a  laaeonable  expectation  that  we  will  protect  them 
against  the  violence  and  injustice  of  other  nations. 
A  few  small  vessels,  scarcely  as  many  as  we  ought  to 
keep  constantly  on  the  coast  of  each  of  the  South 
American  nations,  on  the  Pacific — these,  too,  charged 
with  the  duties  which  twice  their  number  would  not 
be  able  to  perform— can  offer  but  little  aid  or  support 
to  the  in&nt  settlements  of  onr  people,  remote  from 
f«cb  other,  jnd  demanding  the  constant  prwencc  of 


some  protecting  power.  There  are  many  considera- 
tions, connected  with  thi^  subject,  of  deep  importance 
in  themselves,  but  which  belong  rather  to  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government  than  to  this.  I  advert 
to  them  only  so  fiur  as  to  justify  me  in  recommending 
a  very  largd  increase  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

In  the  East  Indies  we  have  only  two  ships — the 
frigate  Constellation,  Captain  Kearney,  commanding 
the  squadron;  and  the  sloop-of'War  Boston,  Command- 
er Long.  It  is  owing  more  to  our  good  fortune  than  to 
our  strength,  that  our  commerce  has  suffered  ho  ma- 
terial interruption.  That  little  squadron  has  done 
ail  that  could  have  been  expected  of  it ;  and  it  de- 
serves much  credit  for  its  great  vigilance  and  activity, 
and  for  the  prudence  and  sound  discretion  with 
which  Commodore  Kearney  has  acquitted  himself 
of  the  important  trusts  reposed  in  him. 

On  the  coast  of  Africa  we  have  no  squadron.  The 
small  appropriation  of  the  present  year  was  believed 
to  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  answer  the  pressing  de- 
mands of  more  important  stations ;  and  hence  no 
vessel  has  been  equipped  expressly  for  the  African 
seas.  The  sloop-of-war  Yandalia,  Commander 
Ramsay,  belonging  to  the  home  squadron,  was  as- 
signed to  that  service  in  March  last,  and  is  still  on 
the  coast  The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land renders  it  necessary  that  a  squadron  of  at  least 
eighty  guns  should  be  assigned  to  that  service. 

I  regret  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unpro- 
tected condition  of  our  trade  on  that  coast,  several  of 
our  vessels  have  t>een  captured  by  the  natives,  and 
their  crews  barbarously  murdered.  The  last  aggres- 
sion of  this  sort  was  upon  the  schooner  Mary  Car- 
ver, Captain  Farwell,  in  the  district  of  Beribee, 
ninety  miles  south  of  Cape  Palmas.  Instructions 
have  been  given  to  Commander  Ramsay  to  proceed 
to  that  point,  and  demand  such  reparation  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  may  require.  This,  however, 
will  bo  at  best  but  little  satisfactory,  since  no  chas- 
tisement which  can  be  inflicted  upon  such  savages 
can  cither  do  honor  to  our  flag,  or  prevent  other 
outrages  of  the  like  kind.  Our  commerce  with  A  frica 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  is  well  worthy  of  all  the 
protection  which  it  asks.  This  protection  is  to  be 
derived,  not  from  any  terror  which  can  be  inspired 
by  the  destruction  of  a  few  miserable  villages  on 
the  sea-beach,  but  from  the  presence  of  armed  ves- 
sels, able  to  prevent^  as  well  as  to  punish,  all  viola- 
tions of  the  rights  and  laws  of  fa^r  trade. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  our  duty  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade  cannot  be  discharged  without 
a  much  larger  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  than  we 
have  ever  yet  maintained  there. 

The  return  of  the  exploring  squadron,  late  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  has 
given  to  the  country  rich  and  abundant  stores  in  all 
the  departments  .of  natural  history.  I  am  now 
arranging  them,  under  the  authority  of  a  law  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
himself  is  engaged  in  preparing  a  narrative  of  his 
voyage,  and  in  completing  the  various  charts  of  the 
numerous  surveys  made  under  his  direction.  In  this 
work  he  has,  at  his  own  request,  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenants  O.  Carr,  T.  A.  Budd,  and  G.  M.  Tot- 
ten,  of  the  navy.  I  regret  that  I  have  no  authority 
to  furnish  him  with  the  additional  aid  which  he  has 
a  right  to  expect,  from  the  scientific  corps  attached 
to  the  expedition.  There  is  no  fund  under  my  con- 
trol, out  of  which  a  compensation  could  be  paid  to 
them.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  this.  The  country  looks,  with  very  deep 
interest,  for  the  results  of  this  expedition  ;  and  it  is 
due,  not  less  to  the  officers  concerned  in  it,  than  to  the 
country  itself,  that  they  should  be  fairiy  and  proper- 
ly laid  before  the  world.  It  can  scarcely  be  expect- 
ed that  Mr.  Wilkes,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  few  na- 
val officers  whose  assistance  he  has  asked,  can  in 
any  diort  time  accomplish  a  task  of  so  much  labor; 
nor  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  naval  officers, 
however  skilled  in  what  properly  belongs  to  their 
profession,  will  be  able  to  perfect  the  drawings  and 
other  mechanical  works,  and  works  of  art,  necessa- 
ry to  prepare  this  publication  in  the  style  contem- 
plated by  Congress. 

When  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  usual 
report  from  this  department,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  laat  lesrion  of  Congrees,  I  proceeded  upon 


the  idea  that  it  was  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern* 
ment  gradually  to  increase  the  navy.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  favorable  change  which'  has  f^mce  occurred 
in  our  foreign*  relations,  and  notwithstanding  the 
present  unfavorable  condition  of  the  public  treasunr^ 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  policy  is 
less  approved  now  than  heretofore,  by  the  great  body 
of  our  people.  It  is  true  that  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  are  now  placed,  render  necessary  very 
great  modifications  of  the  systems  wliich  woukl 
otherwise  be  proper ;  but  the  opinion  is  as  general 
now  as  it  ever  has  been,  that  a  nutabie  navy  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  protection  of  our  trade,  the 
security  of  our  people,  and  the  respectability  of  our 
Government.  Fortunately,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
circomstances  of  our  country  to  render  this,  in  any 
degree,  a  local  question.  Apart  from  the  general 
proposition,  that  what  is  best  for  tho  general  interest 
should  be  regarded  as  best  for  the  whole,  there  is  a 
local  and  particular  interest  in  nine-tenths  of  our 
country,  which  demands  a  respectable  naval  estab- 
lishment. The  commercial  towns  on  our  sea-board, 
by  which  nearly  all  our  foreign  and  coasting  trade  is 
conducted,  have  so  immediate  and  due  an  interest 
in  the  subject,  as  to  render  unnecessary  any  remarks 
upon  that  point  The  various  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  classes  scattered  throughout  the  coon* 
try,  and  connected  with  and  dependent  upon  this 
trade,  have  an  indirect  interest  not  loss  apparent 
The  great  and  increasing  commerce  of  the  lakes, 
although  less  exposed  than  that  of  the  ocean,  is  yet 
far  too  important  to  be  left  undefended,  even  against 
the  single  power  which  may  become  its  enemy.  But 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  has  peculiar  claims.  It  is  be* 
lieved  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  an  equal  amount 
of  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  belonging 
to  any  one  country,  so  much  at  the  mercy  of  the 
most  inconsiderable  maritime  force  as  is  that  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Not  only  the  States  which  Uo 
immediately  upon  that  water,  but  all  those  whose 
streams  enter  into  it,  including  the  vast  and  fertile 
region  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters, 
make  this  their  chief  channel  of  commerce ;  and 
we  may  properly  add,  also,  no  inconsiderable  amount 
in  the  article  of  cotton  sent  from  Texas,  by  means 
of  the  Red  river,  and  paying  tribute  to  our  commer- 
cial agencies  in  its  transit  through  our  territory. 
Cotton  is  the  principal  material  of  our  trade,  both 
foreign  and  domestic ;  it  probably  constitutes  three- 
fourths  of  our  exports  in  its  raw  and  manufactured 
states.  Taking  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  August. 
1842,  it  is  found  that  the  whole  cotton  crop  amount* 
ed  to  1,683,674  bales;  of  which  1,160,389  were 
shipped  from  the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Of 
this  crop,  1,465,249  bales  were  exported  to  foreign: 
countries ;  and  of  these  exports,  937,830  bales  were 
from  the  ports  of  that  Gulf.  Thus  it  may  he  as* 
sumed  that  two-thirds  of  the  most  valuable  article  of 
our  commerce,  foreign  and  coastwise,  is  shipped  in 
the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

In  other  articles  the  productions  of  the  West,  the 
proportion,  (although,  perhaps,  not  quite  so  large,)  ia 
yet  large  enough  to  give  peculiar  importance  to  tho 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  tobacco,  the  iron,  the  lead, 
the  sugar,  the  hemp,  and  the  provisions  of  that  great 
and  rich  region,  (and  m  a  few  years  we  may  add 
also  its  coal,)  find  their  way  to  market  chiefly  through 
that  single  channel.  These  already  form  no  incon- 
siderable part  of  the  entire  exports  of  our  country ; 
and  will,  after  no  long  process  of  time,  enter  still 
more  largely  into  our  trade,  both  foreign  and  domes- 
tic. Without  pretendmg  to  perfect  accuracy,  w© 
may  safely  assume  that  not  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  entire  commerce  of  our  country,  exclusive  of  the 
whale  fisheries,  passes  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico; 
and  we  may,  with  even  more  safety,  assume  that 
this  proportion  vrill  increase  from  year  to  year,  with 
the  increase  of  the  population  and  wealth  of  our 
Western  States. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  nearly  all  thb  valua- 
ble trade  is  carried  on  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida. 
I  had  the  honor  to  present  my  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject, in  a  report  which  I  made  to  the  Senate  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  which  was  not  act^ 
ed  on  by  that  body.  I  respectfully  refer  to  that 
'  document,  as  containing  many  suggestions  connect- 
ed with  this  inquiry,  which  I  believe  to  be  not  wl^ellj 
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-  unworthy  of  public  attention.  I  repeat  here  only 
the  well-known  iact-»-thst,  in  consequence  of  the 
strength  of  the  Gulf  stream  and  trade-winds,  there 
is  virtually  no  passage  for  our  trade  eastward,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  It  must,  of 
necessity,  pass  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida — a  nar- 
row strait,  which  can  be  effectually  blockaded  by 
two  active  steam-frigates,  and  probably  by  one. 
Even  if  a  trading  vessel  should  pass  such  a  blocka- 
ding force  in  the  night,  it  would  have  but  one  path 
open  to  it  for  a  great  distance,  and  might  of  course 
be  pursued  with  a  certainty  of  being  overtaken. 
It  would  not  enjoy  even  the  ordinary  chances  of  a 
Yetsel  escaping  from  a  blockaded  port  into  a  wide 
«nd  c^n  sea. 

The  facts  to  which  I  have  thus  adverted  show  a 
striking  peculiarity  in  our  condition.  The  greatest 
portion  of  our  commerce,  confined  to  a  single  chan- 
nel of  some  hundreds  of  miles,  is  exposed  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner  to  any  enemy  having  possession  of 
the  sea;  and — ^what  would  render  our  condition  still 
worse— if  we  be  without  a  naval  force,  that  commerce 
may  be  annihilated  at  a  cost  which  would  not  be  felt 
by  any  tenth-rate  maritime  power!    . 

If  these  views  be  correct,  I  am  at  loss  to  perceive 
vrhsi  portion  of  our  country  is  not  interested  in 
them.  To  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of 
j^exico,  and  to  all  those  which  use  the  Mississippi 
Tiver  aa  a  channel  of  ttade,  the  subject  is  of  a  deep 
and  daily-increasing  interest.  So  far  as  their  pros- 
perity depends  on  the  outlet  of  the  various  produc- 
tions of  their  country,  they  have  but  a  single  ques- 
tion to  decide  :  is,  or  is  not,  their  commerce  worth 
the  cost  of  a  naval  power  adequate  to  protect  it?  It 
has  no  other  protectien,  and  it  cannot  have  any  oth- 
er until  its  present  channels  shall  be  changed. 

To  these  considerations  are  to  be  added  others,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  character  of  our  Government 
and  institutions,  and  the  exposed  condition  of  our 
lake  and  sea  coast.  On  these  points  I  can  only  r^ 
peat  the  suggestions  offered  in  my  last  report.  No 
4K)\mtry  in  the  world  has  a  greater  interest  than  ours 
to  guard  itself  against  invasion.  If  we  are  destined 
to  see  again  the  smoke  of  an  enemy's  camp,  we 
should  at  least  be  careful  not  to  allow  it  to  ascend 
from  our  own  soiL  It  is  in  all  other  respects  bet- 
ter for  us  to  repel  an  enemy  from  our  own  coast, 
than  to  subdue  him  after  he  had  landed  upon  our 
shores.  To  do  this,  we  must  cherish  our  naval 
power — not  as  the  institution  of  a  day  or  of  a  year 
— not  as  a  subject  which  we  can  lay  aside,  and  take 
up  again  whenever  we  please,  as  the  policy  or  the 
caprice  of  the  moment  may  dictate ;  but  as  a  great 
and  permanent  institution,  worthy  of  a  great  people, 
and  demanding  the  grave  attention  of  Government — 
an  institution  resting  upon  a  wise  system,  and  worthy 
to  be  maintained  in  the  spirit  of  a  liberal,  comprehen- 
sive, and  stable  policy. 

These  considerations  forbid  us  to  fall  so  far  in  the 
rear  of  other  nations,  and  of  the  age  in  which  we 
Kve,  as  to  surrender  our  due  share  of  the  dominion 
of  the  seas.  A  commerce  such  as  ours  demands  the 
protection  of  an  adequate  naval  force ;  our  people, 
scattered  ail  over  the  world,  have  a  right  to  require 
the  occasional  presence  of  our  flag,  to  give  assu- 
rance to  all  nations  that  their  country  has  both  the  will 
and  the  power  to  protect  them.  Our  position  amohg 
the  nations  is  such  as  to  leave  us  without  excuse, 
if  we  voluntarily  strip  ourselves  of  a  power  which  all 
other  nations  are  anxious  to  grasp.  Our  forms  of 
government  and  municipal  institutions  suggest  that 
a  naval  force  is  our  safest,  and  perhaps  our  only,  de- 
fence; and  as  an  additional  recommemlation  of  no 
small  weight,  the  expenditure  which  this  defence 
requires  is  to  be  made  chiefly  among  our  own  people, 
encouraging  their  enterprise,  invigorating  their  in- 
dustry, and  calling  out  the  abundant  (and  now  almost 
hidden)  resources  of  our  country. 

If  our  navy  is  not  to  be  put  down  altogether,  nor 
abandoned  to  neglect  and  decay,  it  is  high  time  that 
it  were  placed  upon  some  fixed  and  permanent  plan. 
With  a  view  to  this,  I  respectfully  offer  the  follow- 
ing suggestions. 

In  the  present  favorable  condition  of  our  foreign 
relations,  promising  a  long  continuance  of  peace,  I 
cannot  recommend  any  considerable  appropriation 
for  building  new  vessels  o(  war.     We  have  already 


as  many  vessels  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  in 
commission — except,  perhaps,  in  the  classes  of  sloops 
of  war  and  small  brigs  and  schooners.  A  few  more 
of  these  are  required,  and  they  can  be  built  out  of 
materials  now  on  hand,  at  a  very  sitiall  cost.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  too  obvious  to  admit  of  doubt, 
that  our  ^rue  policy  is  to  apply  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  general  haval  service, 
to  the  employment  of  ships  in  commission. 

I  hope  to  be  excused  for  repeating  here  an  idea 
thrown  out  in  my  last  report,  and  which  I  am  anxious 
to  enforce,  because  it  is  the  foundation  of  all  sound 
policy  in  regard  to  the  navy:  //  ia  an  easy  thing^  to 
bmld  a  ship  of  tear;  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  qnalify 
an  officer  to  command  her.  This  simple  proposition, 
which  every  one  knows  to  be  true,  should  never  be 
lost  sight  of  by  a  nation  that  does  not  intend  to  aban- 
don the  ocean  altogether.  It  requires  at  least  five 
.  years  of  strict  attention  to  make  a  good  seaman;  and 
not  less  than  twenty  years  of  active  service,  in  dif- 
ferent grades,  to  form  a  properly  qualified  naval  com- 
mander. Surely,  then,  since  competent  ofllicers  can- 
not spring  up  with  every  exigency  which  may  re- 
quire their  services,  true  policy  demands  that  we 
should  keep  the  requisite  number  of  them  in  t;on- 
stant  training,  to  be  ready  whenever  their  country 
shall  call  for  them.  The  best  ship  of  war  is  power- 
less, when  uiiskilfully  commanded.  We  build  fleets 
for  our  enemies,  when  we  put  them  in  charge  of 
incompetent  men. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  idea,  it  is  necessary  not 
only  that  we  should  keep  more  ships  in  commission 
than  heretofore,  but  that  we  should  employ  them  in 
a  different  manner.  Our  squadrons  on  foreign  sta- 
tions have  been  generally  kept  too  much  in  port; 
have  been  too  little  employed  in  cruising,  and  too 
seldom  exercised  in  squadron  manoeuvres.  To  re- 
medy this,  I  propose  a  system  of  interchange  between 
the  several  squadrons ;  and  with  that  view,  so  to 
arrange  them  that  no  ship  (except,  perhaps,  that  of 
the  commander-in-chief)  shall  remain  more  than  one 
year  on  the  same  station.  I  propose  that  the  squad- 
rons of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Brazils  shall  con 
sist,  as  near  as  possible,  of  the  same  number  and 
classes  of  vessels;  and  that  the  same  equality  shall 
prevail  between  those  of  the  East  Indies  and  the 
Pacific.  Afler  particular  intervals  of  time,  a  vessel 
of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  shall  be  sent  to  Bra- 
zil; and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion from  Brazil  to  the  Mediterranean:  and  so  of  the 
squadrons  of  the  East  Indies  and  the  Pacific.  The 
advantages  of  this  system  are  great  and  obvious. 

1.  By  keeping  the  ships  more  at  s^,  the  officers 
will  be  (more  exercised  in  their  proper  duties,  and 
will  acquire  more  of  the  science  and  practice  of  their 
profession. 

.  2.  Discipline  will  be  better  learned  and  better  en- 
forced, both  as  officers  and  crews.  It  is  alwavs  re- 
laxed  while  vessels  are  in  port. 

3.  The  dangerous  connexions  and  fatal  habiti*,  so 
often  fon^pd  amid  the  seductions  of  luxurious  ports, 
will  be  avoided. 

4,  Ofllicers  will  have  a  better  opportunity  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  different  coasts  and  harhorsi; 
with  their  currents,  winds,  &c.;  with  the  languages^ 
manners,  customs,  <&c.,  of  different  regions  of  the 
globe:  all  which  information  is  indispensable  to  an 
accomplished  naval  commander. 

5.  The  flag  of  the  country  will  be  displayed  in 
different  ports,  on  many  different  vessels;  thereby 
given  tx>  fofpign  countries  a  better  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  naval  power.  Heretofore,  the  habit  of 
sending  the  same  vessels  repeatedly  to  the  same 
foreign  station,  has  produced  the  impression  that  we 
had  no  others  to  send,  a'nd  has  thus  detracted  from 
the  respect  which  ought  to  attach  to  us  as  a  naval 
power. 

6,  Our  vessels  of  war  will  be  kept  constantly  in 
the  tracks  of  our  commerce,  and  be  thus  ready,  on 
all  occasions  and  in  all  places,  to  afford  to  us  what- 
ever assistance  it  may  need.  In  this  way  the  small 
force  destined  for  the  protection  of  our  African 
trade,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  may 
be  occasionally  strengthened  by  the  pre9ence  of  ves- 
sels of  war  interchanging  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Brazils.  But  the  great  interest  of  our  com- 
merce in  the  Pacific — and  particulariy  that  most  im 
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portant  part  of  it,  the  whale  fisheries^-will  derivf 
peculiar  advantages  from  this  system.  At  prsaei^ 
most  of  our  whalers  rarely  see  one  of  our  vesseb  (rf 
war,  although  it  is  well  understood  that  they  ofta 
need  their  protection.  Our  national  ^ps,  croam% 
the  Pacific,  should  be  directed  to  visit  the  whaling 
stations;  a  process  by  which  that  distaat  and  now 
neglected  part  of  our  commerce  may  always  be  wilii* 
in  the  reach  of  the  protecting  arm  of  their  country. 

The  system  thus  proposed  will  require,  in  order  tc 
prosecute  it  with  all  its  advantages,  larger  eqnad- 
rons  than  we  have  heretofore  employed.  The  good 
effects,  however,  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  it,  will,  it  i?  hoped,  recommend  it  to  adopti<Hi. 
The  charge  upon  the  treasury  need  not  be  mttcii- 
ally  (if  at  all)  increased,  if  the  appropriations  befe- 
tofore  made  for  "  increase  and  repair*'  should  be,  u 
far  as  possible,  for  "equipment,  pay,  and  subaistextce.'' 

I  have  caused  estimates  to  be  prepared  for  sodi 
squadrons  as  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  usefii!hr 
and  profitably  employed  in  the  manner  above  mefr 
tioned.  This  it  is  my  duty  to  do,  submitting  it  to 
Congress  to  determine  whether,  under  the  drcmo- 
stancesof  the  country,'' so  large  a  force  can  pn^rij 
be  put  in  commission,  or  not.  If  the  condition  <^ 
the  treasury  will  warrant  it,  (of  which  they  are  the 
judges,)  I  have  no  hesitation  in  earnestly  recommend- 
ing the  employment  of  the  largest  force  estimstai 
for.  But,  in  order  that  Cong^'ess.may,  without  trou- 
ble, apportion  the  appropriation  to  the  force  which 
they  are  willing  to  keep  in  commission,  I  hate 
caused  to  be  prepared  a  table,  showing  the  cost  of  i 
ship  of  each  class.  Thus  the  reduction  in  the  esti- 
mates may  be  made  in  exact  proportion  to  the  redac- 
tion of  the  vessels  in  commission. 

Whether  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  author- 
ize a  large  or  small  naval  force,  the  necessity  will  be 
the  same  for  placing  it  on  a  proper  footing.  Tbe 
navy  cannot  be  reformed  by  merely  redudng  isi 
size.  In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  invited  your  atln- 
tion  to  a  variety  of  points  on  which  I  considcRd 
legislation  necessary,  in  order  to  give  due  e&deDq 
to  this  department,  and  to  correct  the  abuses  existii^ 
throughout  the  whole  naval  establishment.  In  bit 
opinion,  every  reform  necessary  to  place  the  ntn 
upon  the  most  useful,  and  at  the  same  time  upm  Um 
most  economical  footing,  may  be  easily  effiMted. 
With  that  view,  I  respectfully  offer  the  followxDf 
suggestions: 

So  far  as  the  materiel  is  concerned,  nothing  is  ^^ 
quired  except  fidelity,  vigilance,  and  industry  on  tbe 
part  of  those  to  whom  that  matter  is  intrusted;  aod 
such  changes  in  the  laws  as  will  insure  a  proper  «^• 
cquntabilit}^  A  great  deal  has  already  been  aocom- 
plished  in  this  respect.  It  is  confidently  beiiew^ 
that  the  expense  of  building,  repairing,  and  equip- 
ping o)ir  vessels  of  war,  is  much  less  at  thb  tise 
than  it  was  at  any  previous  period  within  the  hA 
twenty  years.  This  result  is  attributable,  notio 
much  to  the  head  of  the  department,  as  to  the  srea^ 
and  zealous  efforts  of  those  ofiicers  of  the  naivj  who 
have  had  charge  of  the  navy-yards.  Little  it  now 
required,  except  to  establish  a  rigid  system  of  a^ 
countability  in  every  branch  of  expenditure.  Modi 
has  already  been  done  to  attain  this  object. 

The  law  for  the  re-organization  of  this  d^iartmem 
has  been  carried  out,  as  far  as  has  been  found  prath- 
cable.  The  advantages  of  this  changi^rfli  tbe  in- 
creased facilities  of  transacting  business,  sod  in  tbe 
concentration  of  responsibilities,  are  manifio^  and 
great.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  the  syslSBi  ii 
yet  very  imperfect.  It  is  with  extreme  reiuctiBep 
that  I  bring  this  ioibject  again  to  your  notice;  aad  I 
should  not  do  so,  if  I  were  not  convinced  that  it  is 
the  wish  of  Congress  to  make  the  work  of  reforn, 
which  they  have  Just  commenced,  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible. The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  wonld,  it  it 
believed,  haxe  proved  as  complete  and  effective  is  its 
provisions,  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  af  tnj 
new  measure,  running  so  much  into  detail*;  hot  tbe 
changes  which  were  made  in  it  by  the  Hoik«  of  Rep- 
resentatives have  produced  difficult!^  and  enUr- 
rasf^ments  in  practice,  which  were  not  foreseen  at  tbe 
time.  The  uniting  of  two  bureaus,  whose  dutaesan 
wholly  distinct,  and  require  a  wholly  diff»«iit  mkr 
of  qualifications  to  discharge  them,  has  bsenfoand  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  andembarraasiDg.    Tfaebvsm 
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f  coniitruction  aii<h  repairs,  for  example,  is  charged 
rith  duties  of  the  bureau  of  equipment.  It  requires 
.  ship  carpenter  to  build  or  repair  a  vessel  of  war;  it 
equires  a  naval  officer  to  equip  her.  In  like  manner, 
he  providing  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  has 
lo  natural  connexion  with  hydrographical  surveys; 
ind  these  two  subjects  are  intrusted  to  the  same 
mreau.  It  would  probably  be  impossible  to  find 
my  one  man  properly  qualified  to  perform  all  the 
luties  of  building,  repairing,  and  equipping  a  vessel 
>f  wan  SA<]  although  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  so 
Ufficult  to  find  one  competent  to  the  duties  of  the 
wo  bureaux  of  onlnance  and  hydrography,  yet  it 
vould  probably  happen>  in  most  instances,  that  he 
nrho  was  best  qualified  for  the  one,  would  be  least 
{uaUfied  for  the  other.  Besides,  great  confusion  will 
aecoosarily  exist,  in  keeping,  by  the"  same  set  of 
clerks,  the  accounts  of  matters  so  wholly  distinct 
The  clerical  force  allowed  to  these  two  bureaux  is 
much  too  small.  Indeed,  this  is  true  (though  not  to 
the  same  extent)  ef  the  other  bureaux.  The  seveie 
labors  imposed,  and  the  small  salaries  allowed,  are 
positive  discouragements  to  a  zealous  and  energetic 
discbarge  of  duty.  ^ 

In  providing  a  chief  of  the  bureau  of  construction, 
equipment,  and  repair,  the  alternative  was  between 
a  naval  captain  qualified  to  equip,  and  a  naval  con- 
structor  qualified   to  build  and   repair.     I  did  not 
hesitate  to  prefer  the  former,  and  the  place  is  filled 
by  a  member  of  the  late  Board  of  Navy  Comniission- 
erk    But,  in  uniting  the  two  bureaux,  it  was,  I  pre- 
sume, not  perceived  that  the  salary,  originally  con- 
templated fbr  the  bureau  of  construction  and  repairs, 
was  retained.     Thus  it  happens  that  one  of  the  cap- 
tains, at  the  head  of  a  bureau,  receives  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  less  than  his  pay  as  captain  in 
command;  and  less,  by  the  same  sum,  than  is  receiv- 
ed by  each   of  the  captains  holding  correspondent 
stations  in  the  department    This  was  doubtless  not 
intended,  and  wiU  be  corrected. 

I  also  respectfully  suggest  that  there  is  no  good 
reason  for  giving  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  medi- 
cine a  less  salary  than  is  received  by  others  in  cor- 
responding positions.     He  ought  to  be,  and  it  is 
presumed  always  will  be,  a  man  of  a  high  order  of 
professional  attainments  and  general  education,  hold- 
ing a  social  position  equal,  in  all  respects,  to  that  of 
any  other  man.     His  expenses,  of  course,  will  be  as 
great,  and  his  aacrtficea  certainly  will  not  be  less. 
Of  the  importance  and  utility  of  this  bureau,  I  already 
have  the  most  satisfactory  proof,  in   the  improved 
organization  of  the  medical  department  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  saving  of  expense  greatly  beyond 
my  expectations.     An  expenditure,  twice  as  large 
as  the  bureau  now  calls  for,  will  be  more  than  twice 
saved  annually,  by  its  services.     Its  claims,  there- 
fore, to   the  increase  of  salary  which  I  recommend, 
are  of  the  strongest  character  in  every  respect 

These  defects  in  the  law  are  obvious.  Whenever 
they  shall  be  corrected,  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  a  system  of  administration  may  bo  established 
in  this  department,  as  prompt,  exact,  and  efficient 
as  can  be  found  in  any  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  acts  of  the  last  session,  "  lo  establish 
and  regulate  the  navy  ration,"  and  "to  regulate  the 
pay  of  pursers  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,"  promise 
he  most  beneficial  results  to  the  economy  of  the 
«rvicc;  and  will  probably  remove  many  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  would  otherwise  have  existed,  in  ac- 
complishing all  the  objects  proposed  in  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  department. 

The  pertonnel  of  the  navy  is  a  subject  of  much 
deeper  interest,  although  it  presents  no  greater  diffi- 
culties. That  abuses  exist,  and  that  the  public  eye 
is  occasionally  offended  with  displays  of  disreputa- 
ble behavior,  is  not  surprising.  Such  things  might 
be  expected  in  any  body  of  men  equally  numerous; 
they  are  seen  every  day  in  social  circles  on  shore, 
without  affixing  to  those  circles  any  individual,  or 
even  general  reproach.  The  navy  is  as  free  from  such 
scandals  as  any  equal  number  of  men  in  any  order 
of  society.  It  is  matter  of  just  surprise  that  it  should 
be  80.  Withdrawn,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  very 
nature  of  their  pursuits,  from  the  immediate  influ- 
ence-of  that  public  opinion  which  is  the  best  correc- 
tive of  manners,  and  with  a  most  imperfect  system  of 
kws  and  regulations  as  a  substitute  for  it,  what  is 


there  but  their  own  sense  of  propriety  to  prevent 
naval  officers  from  falling  into  the  worst  excesses? 
For  twenty  years  past,  the  navy  has  received  from 
the  Government  little  more  than  a  step-mother's 
care.  It  was  ^tablished  without  plan,  and  has  been 
conducted  upon  no  principle,  fixed  and  regulated  by 
law.  Lefl  to  get  along  as  well  as  it  could,  the  wonder 
is,  that  it  retains  even  a  remnant  of  the  character 
which  it  won  so  gloriously  during  the  last  war. 

Reform,  in  this  particular,  must  commence  mth 
the  midshipmen.  After  a  time,  these  boys  become 
men,  and  these,  midshipmen  become  lieutenants,  and 
commanders,  and  captains.  Henpe  it  is  of  the  ucmost 
importance  that  none  should  be  appointed  who  are 
not  duly  qualified,  and  suited  in  all  respects  to  that 
peculiar  service.  And  yet,  to  this  great  and  funda- 
mental truth  no  attention  has  hitherto  been  paid. 
The  department  has  been  left  free  to  appoint  whom 
it  pleased,  and  as  many  as  it  pleased,  without  any 
law  whatever  to  guide  or  regulate  its  judgment 
The  only  rule  by  which  the  Secretary  can  be  govern- 
ed, is  to  appoint  those  who  arc,  or  who  seem  to  be, 
best  recommended;  and  yet,  in  half  the  cases,  the  boy 
himself  is  as  well  known  as  those  who  certify  in  his 
favor.  Hence  the  Secretary  acts  in  the  dark,  and 
must,  of  necessity,  be  often  in  error.  It  is  a  notori- 
ous fact,  that  wayward  and  incorrigible  boys,  whom 
even  parental  authority  cannot  control,  are  often  sent 
to  the  navy,  as  a  mere  school  of  discipline,  or  to  save 
them  from  the  reproach  to  which  their  conduct  ex 
poses  them  on  shore.  It  is  not  often  that  skilful 
officers  or  valuable  men  are  made  out  of  such  mate- 
rials.    The  corrective  which  I  propose  is  this: 

I .  The  naval  establishment  shall  be  fixed  by  law; 
ascertaining,  among  other  things,  the  number  of  offi- 
cers to  be  allowed  in  each  grade.  There  must  be  a 
due  proportion  among  the  several  grades,  or  else  it 
will  be  impossible  that  the  difiSnrent  duties  of  the  ser- 
vice can  be  properly  discharged.  In  this  respect,  the 
proviso  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  limiting  the  number  of  midshipmen  to  the 
number  who  were  in  service  on  the  1st  January, 
1841,  and  of  other  officers  to  the  number  who  were 
in  service  on  the  1st  January,  1842,  will,  if  persisted 
in,  prove  extremely  unfortunate  in  its  action.  The 
precise  proportion,  proper  for  the  efifective  officering 
of  a  ship,  depends  upon  her  class.  We  may  find, 
in  an  average  of  the  dififerent  ships,  a  rule  near 
enough  to  perfect  accuracy  to  affi>rd  a  safe  guide  of 
legislation  upon  the  subject  But  this  proportion  is 
wholly  destroyed  by  the  proviso  above  mentioned;  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible,  under  that  law,  to  furnish 
the  proper  officers  fo^  the  several  stations  of  our  ships 
of  war,  supposing  any  considerable  number  of  our 
captains  and  commanders  to  be  employed.  The  in- 
convenience of  that  proviso  is  alreaidy  felt  in  regard 
to  the  medical  officers  in  the  service.  I  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  at  the  last  session,  the  pressing 
necessity  for  an  increase  of  the  number  of  surgeons 
and  assistants.  There  are  not  now  in  service  enough 
to  afibrd  the  aid  which  it  is  the  acknowledged  duty 
of  the  Government  to  afford  to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  her  service  at  sea;  and  yet,  whatever  may  be 
the  necessity  for  them,  their  numbers  cannot  be  in- 
creased. In  regard  to  the  forward  warrant  officers, 
(such  as  boatswain,-  carpenter,  gunner,  &c.,)  the  re- 
striction is  scarcely  less  inconvenient  They  are  ap- 
pointed only  as  their  services  are  required;  so  that 
there  is  no  danger  that  their  numbers  will  be  incon- 
veniently great.  At  all  events,  they  should  bear  a 
due  proportion  to  the  other  officers. 

3.  There  should  beestablished  proper  naval  schools 
on  shore.  Little  or  no  attention  has  hitlierto  been 
paid  to  the  proper  education  of  naval  officers. 
Through  a  long  course  of  years,  the  young  midship* 
men  were  left  to  educate  themselves  and  one  another; 
and  it  is  creditable  to  them  that  they  lost  few  oppor- 
tunities of  doing  so.  Suitable  teachers  are  now  pro- 
vided for  them;  but  their  schools  are  kept  in  receiv- 
ing ships  and  cruising  vessels,  in  the  midst  of  a 
thousand  interi'uptions  and  impediments  which 
render  the  whole  system  of  little  or  no  value.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  foundation  of  a  solid  and 
useful  education  can  rarely  be  laid.  This  subject 
Was  brouglit  to  the  attention  of  Congress  at  its  last 
session,  and  a  bill  establishing  a  naval  school  passed 
the  Senate.    It  was  not  acted  on  by  the  House  of 


Representatives,  for  want  of  time.  I  again  earnestly 
re^»)mmend  it,  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  its  effect 
upon  the  navy  will  be  in  the  highest  degT3e  benefi- 
ciaL  If  adopted.  Congress  will,  of  course,  pn^cribe 
such  rules  and  regulations  in  regard  to  it,  as  may 
seem  to  them  proper;  but  I  respectfully  suggest  the 
following  as  the  outline  of  the  system: 

The  school  shall  be  established  at  such  of  the  old 
military  fortificadons  on  the  seaboard  as  may  afford 
suitable  accommodations,  and  as  may  not  be  required 
by  the  War  Department 

The  officers  and  teachers  shall  be  supplied  from 
those  actually  in  the  naval  service;  and  all  nautieal 
instruments,  boats  for  practice,  &c.,  shall  be  furnish- 
ed from  the  navy.  This  will  save  nearly  the  whole 
expense  of  the  schools. 

Instruction  in  the  schools  shall  be  given  to  candi- 
dates for  admission  into  the.  navy,  and  to  midship- 
men actually  in  the  service. 

The  admission  of  candidates  shall  be  regulated  by 
law,  as  is  done  in  regard  to  the  West  Pomt  Academy. 

JVo  boy  shall  receive  an  acting  appointment  in  the 
navy,  until  he  shall  have  passed  a  certain  period  of 
diligent  study  at  a  naval  school;  nor  unless  he  shall 
produce  the  necessary  certificates  from  his  officers 
and  instructors  of  his  good  conduct,  capacity,  physi- 
cal ability,  and  general  fitness. 

Among  those  who  shall  produce  such  certificates, 
appointments  shall  be  made  according  to  such  rule 
as  Congress  shall  prescribe. 

These  precautions  will  afford  a  reasonable  assu- 
rance that  no  boy  will  be  admitted  into  the  navy, 
without  being  qualified  for,  and  worthy  of,  that  station. 
But  the  watchful  care  of  the  Government  over  him 
should  not  stop  here.  He  should  receive,  in  the 
first  instance,  an  actiUg  appointment,  (as  is  now  the 
practice,)  and  not  be  entitled  to  a  full  appointment 
until  he  shall  have  seen  at  least  one  year's  ser\'ice 
at  sea,  and  made  suitable  prog^ress  in  the  science  and 
practical  duties  of  the  service.  After  receiving  his 
full  appointment,  he  should  pass  not  less  than  five 
years  in  active  service  at  sea,  before  he  should  be 
entitled  to  examination  for  a  warrant  as  *' passed 
midshipman."  That  examination  should  be  rigor- 
ous and  thorough,  and  none  should  be  entitled  to  it 
who  could  not  produce  the  most  satisfactory  proofs 
of  good  conduct,  attainments,  capacity,  and  general 
fitness.  By  this  time,  the  boy  will  have  attained  a 
period  of  life  when  the  character  is  generally  well 
developed,  and,  in  some  degree,  fixed;  so  diat  the 
cduntiy  will  have  good  reason  to  trust  him  in  the 
higher  grades  of  the  service.  A  corps  of  officers, 
formed  of  such  matcriids,  would  probably  present 
few  instances  of  misconduct  or  incapacity;  and  would 
reflect  honor  on  the  countiy,  while  rendering  to  it 
the  most  valuable  services. 

This  system  could  not  fail  to  relieve  the  pertonnel 
of  the  navy,  after  a  time,  of  all  its  present  incum- 
brances, and  would  certainly  tend  to  keep  it  in  a 
healthy  condition.     But  it  would  be  too  slow  in  its 
operation   for  the  cure  of  existing  evils.     Probably 
there  never  was  a  similar  institution  in  any  country, 
into  which  abuses  have  not  crept,  after  so  long  a 
period  as  thirty  years  of  profound  peace,  and  of  con- 
sequent neglect     Governments  and  their  people  are 
too  apt  to  overlook  the  military  arm,  when  there  is 
no  immediate  need  of  its  protection;  forgetting  the 
wise  maxim,  that  In  peace  we  should  prepare  for  war. 
Our  navy  has  experienced  its  fiiU   share  of  those 
unfavorable  influences;  and  the  natural  consequence 
is  seen  in  the   admitted  fact,  that   it  contains  some 
officers    who  do  no   credit  to   their   commissions. 
Their  number,  however,  is  mui?h  smaller  than  might 
have  been  justly  expected,  under  the  operation  of  so 
many  discouraging  and  corrupting  causes.     Every 
nation  finds  it  necessary,  after  particular  intervals  of 
peace,  to   revise  and   reform   its  military  establish- 
ments; and  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  such  a 
corrective   may  be   advantageously  applied   to   the 
navy  of  the  United  States.     The  only  difficulty  is 
in  adopting  the  right   process.    To  dismiss  from  the 
service   officers  who   have   committed  no  positive 
offence,  would  be  unjust  and  cruel.     The  nature  of 
their  profession    is  such  as  to  disqualify  them  for 
nearly  all  the  pursuits  of  industry  on  shore.     Most 
of  them  have  been  kept  long  on  probation,  and  have 
been  thus  encouraged  to  expect  that  they  woulcl 
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remain  in  the  service.  Many  of  them  now  have 
families  dependent  on  them,  wha  would  be  exposed 
to  great  suffering  if  the  public  support  should  be 
entirely  withdrawn.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  officer  stipulates  with  his 
country,  that  he  will  be  both  willing  and  able  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  station  which  he  solicits 
and  receives  at  her  hand;  and  he  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  complain  that  she  rejects  him  when  he  proves 
eitl^er  neglectful  or  incompetent.  Perhaps  no  more 
juet  rule  can  be  adopted  than  to  compel  the  officer 
to  retire,  upon  a  certain  proportion  of  his  annual 
pay.  A  system  of  compulsory  furlough,  properly 
regulated,  and  guarded  against  abuse,  would  have 
the  most  salutary  effisct.  'I'o  lodge  such  a  power  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  would  probably  not  be 
generally  acceptable.  The  natural  jealousy  which 
every  one  feels  of  whatever  approaches  to  arbitrary 
power,  would  present  a  strong  objection  with  most 
persons  to  intrusting  so  much  to  the  discretion  of 
any  one  man.  For  myself,  however,  1  have  no 
doubt  that  the  only  danger  would  be  that  the  power 
would  be  too  cautiously  and  too  seldom  exerted. 
Public  opinion,  in  this  country,  is  a  sure  corrective 
of  all  abuseerof  that  sort;  and  no  man,  who  valued 
either  his  reputation  or  his  comfort,  would  hazard 
the  one  or  the  other  by  challenging  that  public 
opinion  for  the  indulgence  of  any  feeling  unbecom- 
tiig  the  impartial  justice  of  his  station.  Still,  how- 
ever, it  is  desirable,  not  only  that  the  department 
should  be  in  fact  just  and  impartial,  but  that  the  pub- 
lic and  the  navy  officers  should  believe  it  to  be  so. 
I  propose,  therefore,  that,  whenever  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  be  of  opinion  that  an  officer  is  unfit 
for  the  service,  he  shall  be  required  to  present  his 
name  to  the  Senate  fur  furlough;  stating  fully,  (if  re- 
quired so  to  do,)  the  reasons  ibr  that  opinion.  If  the 
Senate,  afler  such  inquiry  as  it  may  choose  to  insti- 
tute, shall  concur  with  him,  the  officer  shall  be  put 
on  furlough  upon  a  certain  proportion — say  one- 
half  his  pay,  and  be  considered  out  of  the  service. 
In  this  way,  the  same  power  that  appoints,  will  re- 
move; and  the  act,  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, will  be  placed  above  the  suspicion  of  injustice 
or  oppression. 

It  may  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  this  plan,  that 
it  will  create  a  body  of  quasi  pensioners  upon  the 
treasury,  who  have  done  nothing  to  deserve  such 
favor.  This  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact.  These 
officers  are  already  in  the  service;  and  if  they  be  not 
put  on  furlough,  will  receive  their  -whole  pay  instead 
of  only  half  of  it.  No  officer  will  ever  be  put  on 
furlough  if  he  be  really  qualified  for  the  service;  and 
if  he  be  not  qualified,  he  ought  not  to  be,  and  I  pre- 
sume will  not  be,  called  into  service  at  all.  Of 
course,  he  will  remain  a  dead  weight  upon  the  treas- 
ury, to  the  full  amount  of  his  whole  pay.  To  put 
him  on  furlough^  therefore,  is  a  positive  relief  to  the 
treasury,  to  the  extent  of  one-half  his  pay. 

But  the  evil,  if  it  really  be  one,  will  be  of  very 
short  duration.  When  the  navy  officer  shall  come 
to  understand  that  there  is  a  process  more  certain  and 
summary  than  a  trial  by  court-martial,  by  which  his 
dignity  and  his  income  maybolh  be  reduced,  he  will 
be  cautious  not  to  bring  himself  within  such  peril. 
The  effect  of  the  furlough  system  will  be  to  create  a 
new  motive  on  the  part  of  the  naval  ofllcer  to  exert 
himself  to  excel  in  his  profession,  and  to  place  him- 
self above  suspicion  in  point  of  personal  character 
and  conduct  The  belief,  heretofore  prevailing,  that 
an  officer  of  any  standing  in  the  navy  could  not  be 
driven  out  of  it,  or  at  least  that  he  could  not  be  kept 
out  of  it,  has  had  a  strong  influence  in  ruining  its 
discipline,  and  corrupting  its  morals  and  manners. 
The  furlough  system,  firmly  administered,  will 
serve  to  remove  this  impression ;  and,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  an  unsparing  and  impartial  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  through  courts-martial,  will  soon 
purify  the  service,  and  will  long  keep  it  pure.  When 
the  inefficient,  who  are  now  in  the  navy,  shall  have 
been  removed,  it  is  probable  that  the  treasury  will 
thereafter  be  rarely  taxed  with  the  pay  of  furloughed 
officers.  The  necessity  of  some  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, by  which  the  navy  may  be  rid  of  the  incompe- 
tent  as  well  as  of  the  guilty,  is  universally  admitted; 
and  I  havj  not  been  able  to  devise  any  mode  more 
just,  more  effective,  or  less  objectionable  on  the  score 
pf  expense,  thao  that  which  I  now  suggestt 


If  this  system  should  be  fully  and  faithfully  carried 
out,  I  do  'not  perceive  that  anything  more  will  be 
necessary  to  insure  to  the  navy  competent  fend  hon- 
orable officers.  Hitherto  it  has  been  theh-  great  mis- 
fortune, that  with  fewer  opportunities  than  others  to 
educate  themselves,  the  Government  has  done  noth- 
ing to  educate  them.  The  cadet  from  West  Point 
enters  the  army  well-founded  in  the  principle^  of 
solid  and  useful  learning,  and  fully  prepared  to  en* 
gage  with  advantage  in  any  punniit,  whether  of  civil 
or  military  life.  The  candidate  for  the  navy,  on  the 
contrary,  is  deemed  well  enough  qualified  if  he  be 
able  to  read  and  write,  to  answer  a  few  simple  ques- 
tions in  geography  and  Englibh  g^mmar,  and  to 
solve  plain  problems  in  the  elementary  rules  of  arith- 
metic. W^hy  should  this  difference  be  made?  Im- 
portant as  a  proper  preparatory  education  may  be 
to  the  army  officer,  it  is  even  more  important  to  the 
officer  of  the  navy.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  he  has 
few  opportunities  to  improve  himself,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  he  is  the  most  frequent  representative 
of  his  country  abroad;  the  standard  by  which  foreign 
nations  will  be  most  apt  to  measure  her  moral  and 
intellectual  character.  He  is  also  frequently  intrust- 
ed with  important  and  delicate  negotiations,  involv- 
ing the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  the  peace  and 
honor  of  our  country.  The  function  of  the  naval 
commander  is  much  more  useful,  important,  and 
dignified,  than  is  generally  supposed.  To  his  skill 
and  vigilance  are  intrusted,  at  every  hour  of  the  day 
and  night,  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  the  lives  of 
her  crew.  The  honor  of  his  country's  flag,  and,  in 
a  great  degree,  her  harmonious  relations  in  peace,  and 
her  protection  in  war,  are  among  the  awful  trusts 
with  which  he  is  clothed.  Very  few  men  can  be 
found  qualified  in  every  respect  for  so  high  and  im- 
posing an  office ;  and,  unhappily,  there  are  too  few 
among  those  who  now  hold  it,  who  duly  feel  its  im- 
portance and  dignity.  I  humbly  think  that  it  is  a 
high  duty  of  Government  to  ado[>t  every  means,  cal- 
culated in  any  degree  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
character  in  the  naval  commander,  and  to  fit  him  in 
knowledge,  in  'professional  skill,  and  in  personal 
character,  to  discharge  the  high  and  solemn  duties  of 
his  office.  This  can  be  best  done,  by  giving  him  a 
suitable  preparatory  education,  and  by  providing 
proper  and  ready  means  of  removing  him  from  the 
ranks  of  his  profession,  whenever  he  may  be  found 
unworthy  to  occupy  a  place  in  them. 

I  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  heretofore 
made,  that  there  is  yet  one  thing  more,  necessary 
to  complete  the  process  of  reform.  ^  The  naval  officer 
should  feel  that  he  has  a  place  in  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  country,  and  that  the  honors  and 
distinctions  which  his  services  shall  have  earned 
will  not  be  withheld  from  him.  Promotion^  is  the 
vital  principle  of  military  service;  and  hence  as  many 
g-ixKlea  should  be  established  as  may  be  found  consist- 
ent with  the  due  order  and  efficiency  of  the  service. 
The  experience  of  every  day  tends  to  confirm  me  in 
the  belief  that  the  several  grades  of  admiral,  vice 
admiral,  and  re^r  admiral,  ought  to  be  established 
in  our  navy.  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  this  subject 
to  your  notice  in  my  last  report,  and  to  urge  such 
reasons  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficient  in  support  of 
the  recommendation  now  renewed.  I  htfve  only  to 
add  that  this  important  measure  need  not  increase 
the  expenses  of  the  navy  at  all.  It  will  afford  an  op- 
portunity to  reward,  by  well-deserved  promotion,  many 
officers  in  the  several  grades,  who  are  well  qualified 
for  the  highest  stations  and  most  important  duties  of 
the  service.  These  men,  most  of  whom  would  soon 
become  the  ornaments  and  grace  of  any  other  navy 
in  the  world,  are  likely,  under  our  present  system,  to 
grow  gray  in.subordinate  and  obscure  stations;  their 
merits  unacknowledged  and  their  usefulness  thrown 
away.  We  may  at  least  be  allowed  to  regret  that  the 
higher  officers  of  the  navy — those  who,  by  their  sei- 
vices  in  war,  have  reflected  most  honor  on  their  coun- 
try, and  given  the  best  proofs  of  their  own  merits — are 
so  rapidly  passing  from  the  stage  of  life,  that  even  if 
our  policy  in  this  respect  should  ultimately  change, 
others  are  likely  to  reap  the  honors  which  they  have 
so  richly  earned.  This  should  be  deemed  by  a  gene- 
rous country  a  reason  for  adopting,  at  once,  a  policy 
which,  beyond  all  doubt,  will  ultimately  be  forced 
upon  us,  if  we  shall  continue  to  maintain  any  navy 
at  all. 


I  again  respectfully  ask  for  an  increase  in  thenar 
her  of  marines,  and  of  Marine  officers  of  the  loiw 
grades.  Not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dollan  of 
the  public  property  are  now  exposed  in  otir  nary, 
yards,  to  conflagration  and  thefl,  for  want  of  props 
marine  guards.  Thefts  to  a  considerable  extent  hire 
recently  been  detected,  and  doubtless  others  have 
been  committed  which  never  will  be  detected.  One 
fire,  which  a.  single  additional  marine  might  prevent, 
would  probably  destroy  in  a  few  hours  more  thtn 
the  expenses  of  the  whole  marine  force  for  ten  yean 
Surely,  it  cannot  be  true  economy  to  leave  so  much 
of  the  public  property  exposed  to  such  great  dangen, 
oir  want  of  so  very  cheap  a  protection  as  a  few  sj. 
dftional  marines. 

It  is  an  object  of  great  interest  to  me,  to  make  tht 
navy  subservient  to  the  encouragement  of  Americai 
industry.  This  may  be  done,  not  only  by  the  pfo- 
tection  which  it  affords  to  Anaerican  coramerrt, 
(upon  which  I  have  already  commented,)  bat  ako 
by  means  of  the  supplies  which  it  requires.  We  ire 
probably  the  only  people  in  the  worid  who  can,  with 
perfect  convenience,  build,  equip,  arm,  feed,  and 
clothe  a  navy  o|  the  largest  size  from  our  own  hoooe 
resources.  A  nation  of  any  magnitude,  having  all 
the  materials  of  war  constantly  at  its  conmiaod,is 
essentially  powerful.  Henee  it  is  of  the  utmost  io- 
portance  that  we  should  adopt  a  policy  ealeulated  a 
once  to  cherish  and  to  develop  these  sources  of  oar 
strength  and  security.  The  measures  more  immedi* 
ately  necessary  to  accomplish  this  object  have  al> 
ready  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress;  but,  u 
they  have  not  yet  been  acted  on,  it  would  seem  to  be 
proper  that  I  should  again  refer  to  them. 

The  first  in  importance  is  the  preservation  of  narj 
timber,  growing  on  the  public  lands.  No  other  coos- 
try  possesses  so  rich  a  store  of  this  material  is  tbe 
United  States.  Properly  protected,  it  would  affivd 
a  supply  for  the  largest  navy  in  the  world,  for  an  io< 
definite  time,  without  any  sensible  diminution.  Bi^ 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  laws  which  have  been  enm- 
ed  with  this  view,  are  in  some  respects  inoperatiir, 
and  in  all  respects  inefficient.  Depredations  of  the 
most  ruinous  kind  are  daily  committed,  in  spite  of  all 
the  vigilance  which  this  department  can  use,  and  Id 
defiance  of  all  the  power  which  it  is  authorized  to 
exert.  Our  own  people  are  daily  selling  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, timber  which  they  take  against  law,  (rm 
the  public  lands;  and  it  is  understood  that  large  sap- 
plies  of  the  some  timber  are  already  contracted  for 
by  foreign  Governments.  It  is  impossible  to  prerol 
these  depredations  under  existing  laws.  The  {ob- 
ject is,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  the  ^riouaani 
prompt  attention  of  Congress.  If  they  shoold 
thoroughly  investigate  it,  the  information  which  this 
department  can  afford  will  not  fail  to  convince  them 
of  tho  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  laws  relating  t« 
it,  and  of  additional  grants  of  power  and  meaot 
to  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  whom  tbej 
may  choose  to  intrust  this  valuable  part  of  the  poUic 
property. 

The  subject  next  in  importance  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  navy-yard  on  the  largest  scale,  on  the 
waters  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  I  had  the  hon(^  to 
give  my  views  upon  this  subject,  in  a  report  to  tbe 
Senate  of  the  3  Ist  of  January  last.  Respectfully  re- 
ferring to  that  report,  I  forbear  to  repeat  at  large 
the  suggestions  which  it  offers.  I  will  only  eay  thi! 
the  object  which  I  have  in  view  is  to  afford  what- 
ever facilities  such  an  establishment  can  afford  to  iht 
industry  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  now 
cut  off,  in  a  great  degree,  from  its  due  share  in  tbe 
supplies  of  the  navy.  The  iron  of  that  regioi 
would  find  there  a  ready  and  convenient  market;  ib 
extensive  rope-walk — a  necessary  appendage  to 
such  a  navy-yard — ^would  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  hemp ;  the  provisions  of  the  West,  not 
worth  little  or  nothing,  from  their  superabundance, 
would  find  a  ready  purchaser  at  fair  prices,  tmj 
branch  of  Western  industry  would  feel,  directly  ff 
indirectly,  the  influence  of  such  an  establishment; 
while  the  navy  itself  would  be  secure  of  abumkat 
and  cheap  supplies,  sufficiently  convenient  tod» 
ocean,  and  yet  perfectly  safe  from  the  attacks  of  o; 
enemy.  '   _ 

It  is  by  arrangements  of  this  sort  that  the  ni^ 
can  be  made  to  return  to  the  country  twice  the 
wealth  which  it  expended  In  support  of  it  7i^ 
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Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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NTsaUh  of  a  nation  doM  not  contitt  in  the  quantity  of 
;old  which  it  may  have  in  its  treasury;  the  econo- 
ny  of  a  nation  is  not  shown  only  in  the  smallness  of 
its  expenditures.    It  is  rich  only  in  proportion  as  its 
people  are  rich ;  and  it  is  economical  only  so  far  as 
it  applies  the  public  money  to  uses  more  valuable  to 
the  people  who  pay  it^  than  the  money  itself.    This  is 
but  another'  name  for  national  thrift ;  but  it  is  the 
snly  sense  in  which  national  economy  b  of  any  value. 
N^ine-tentha   of  the  appropriations  to  the  navy  are 
paid  back  to  our  own  people  for  materials,  labor,  and 
lubsistence.     It  is  thus  put  into  circulationy  paying 
^bbtSy  supplying  wants,  and  sustaining  credit  Every 
dollar  thus  employed  increases  the  tax'payingabiU 
ity  of  the  people  to  twice  that  amount*  and  this  tax* 
paying  ability  is  the  true  wealth  of  the  nation.   The 
expenses  of  the  navy,  therefore,  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered a  dead  tax  upon  the  treasury.     They  not  only 
go  back  and  circulate  among  our  own  people,  but, 
unlike  most  other  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
they  give  employment  to  industry,  encouragement  to 
enterprise,  and  patronage  to  genius.     They  perform, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  office  of  a  protective  tariff,  in 
developing  and  bringing  into  use  various  sources  of 
our  national    wealth,  particularly  in  copper,  iron, 
hemp,  provisions,  and  coal.   The  effect  of  even  a 
small  disbursement,  f  o  made,  upon  the  public  pros- 
perity and  conifort,  is  much  more  important  and  ex- 
tensive than  the  first  view  of  it  would  lead  us  to  sup- 
pose.   I  am  far  from  saying  that  taxes  ought  to  be 
levied  merely  for  the  purpose  of  so  expending  them. 
No  tax  should  be  imposed,  direct  or  indirect,  which 
is  not  required  for  the  legitin^ate  and  proper  uses  of 
Government     But  if  a  necessity  for  the  tax  can  be 
shown  to  exist — if  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  apply  it  clearly  appear  to  be  useful  and 
profitable  to  the  country,  far  beyond  the  measure  of 
the  tax  itself, — it  ceases  to  be  a  burden,  and  is  relieved 
from  all  fisdr  objection.    Such,  in   my  opinion,  is 
emphatically  the  case  with  -almost  the  entire  appro- 
priation to  th«  naval  service.    It  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  such  appropriations,  at  liberal  as  any 
convenient  and  proper  revenue  system  -mil  ullowy 
may  be,  and  of  necessity  must  be,  applied  to  <*uses 
fu  more  valuable  to  the  people  who  pay  them,  than 
the  money  itself;*'  and  that,  far  from  being  an  op- 
pressive burden,  they  will  operate  as  a  measure  of 
positive  retief. 

In  looking  for  the  sources  of  unnecessary  expense 
throughout  the  naval  establishment,  I  have  found 
much  to  correct    It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  navy 
hss  cost  much  more  than  it  ought  to  have  cost,  con- 
ndering  the  small  number  of  vessels  that  we  have 
usually  kept  in  commission.     I  do  not  know  that 
this  could  have  been  very  easily  prevented  under 
the  former  defective  organization  of  the  department. 
The  mode  heretofore  pursued,  of  obtainin$:  the  sup- 
plies of  the  surgeon's  and  purser's  department,  has 
subjected  the  seamen  to  unnecessary  charges,  the  Gov- 
ermaent  to  constant  imposition,  and  in  many  cases 
to  gross  frauds,  and  consequently  to  heavy   losses. 
These  losses  have  been  the  greater,  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  proper  means  of  establishing  a  system 
of  strict  accountability,  which  would  have  ensbled 
the  department  not  only  to  see  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
but  to  apply  the  proper  remedy.     The  bureaux  to 
which  these  subjects  belong  have  been  diligently  and 
■uccessfully  engaged  in  devising  suitable  means  of 
guarding  against  similar  impositions  for  the  future. 
The  articles  are  now  procured,  as  far  as  possible, 
horn  those  who  make  or  produce  them;  so  that  the 
profits— always  large,  and  often  extortionate — ^which 
have  heretofore  been  paid  to  the  grocer,  the  apothe- 
cary, and  the  contractor  for  clothing,  are  saved  to 
the  (government  and  the  sailor.    Such  supplies  as 
we  are  sdU  compelled  to  obain  in  the  former  mode, 
are  suljected  to  rigorous  inspection,  which  assures 
US  of  their  good  quali^  and  reasonable  prices ;  and 
when  biou^t  into  the  public  stores,  the  persons 
under  whose  charge  they  are  placed  are  required  to 
account  for  them,  with  a  degree  of  minuteness  which 
promises  to  guard  effectually  against  any  waste  or 
extravagance  in  the  use  of  them. 

I  have  very  little  doubt- that  much  of  the  mechani- 
cal labor  which  has  been  performed  at  our  navy- 
yards  has  been  too  dearly  paid  for.  I  can  perceive 
\^Q  good  reason  why  a  mechanic  should  work  fewer 


hours  in  the  day,  or  receive  higher  wages  in  a  pub- 
lic dockyard,  than  in  a  private  workshop;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  there  be  any  difference,  it  should  be  in  favor 
of  the  Government,  in  consequeiice  of  the  more  con- 
stant employment  and  the  more  prompt  and  certain 
pay.  It  is  certainly  good  policy  on  'the  part  of  the 
Government  to  give  such  wages  as  will  command 
the  most  competent  and  faithful  workmen;  but  this 
can  always  be  done,  for  the  reason  above  assigned, 
for  the  same  wages  which  are  paid  at  the  best  pri- 
vate* establishments.  Measures  have  been  adopted  to 
place  the  Government  upon  terms  of  just  equality 
with  individuals  in  this  respect 

But  a  still  more  considerable  source  of  expense  in 
building,  repairing,  arming,  and  equipping  our  ves- 
sels of  war,  may  be  found  in  the  high  prices  and  in- 
different quality  of  the  iron  and  copper  which  have 
been  used.  The  department  has  given  much  atten- 
tion to  these  two  important  subjects,  with  a  view  to 
the  correction  of  former  abuses.  In  particular  kinds 
of  iron,  the  standard  has  been  raised  seventy-five  per 
cent;  and  yet  it  is  found  that  supplies  can  be  ob- 
tained at  less  prices  than  heretofore,  although  the 
quality  is  nearly  twice  as  good*  The  fact  now  gen- 
erally known,  ^at  proper  tests  are  applied,  and  that 
no  iron  will  be  received  which  does  not  bear  them, 
has  served  lo  create  an  honorable  competition  among 
those  engaged  in  that  branch  of  industry;  so  that 
the  most  important  improvements  are  constantly 
made.  The  United  States  can  furnish  as  good  iron 
as  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and,  with  suitable 
encouragement,  would  soon  be  able  to  supply  the 
world  with  that  metal. 

In  chain  cables  an  invaluable  improvement  has 
been  made.  None  but  the  very  best  iron  is  ever  ap- 
plied to  that  use;  and  an  apparatus  is  now  in  progress, 
and  very  nearly  completed,  for  subjecting  the  cables, 
when  finished,  to  thermotennon,  A  long  series  of 
careful  and  accurate  experiments  has  ascertained  that 
this  process  adds  seventeen  per  cent,  to  its  strength. 
By  this  means,  the  weight,  and  consequently  the  cost, 
of  a  cable  of  given  strength  is  greatly  diminished; 
and  so  also  is  the  labor  of  handling  it  on  board  ship. 
For  this  great  improvement  we  are  indebted  to  the 
scientific  information  and  industrious  researches  of 
Professor  Walter  R.  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
impossible  to  calculate  its  value  to  the  whole  naviga- 
ting interest  of  the  world.  The^  fate  of  the  largest 
ship  and  of  all  her  crew  often  depends  upon  the 
strength  of  her  cables ;  so  that  a  little  more  or  less 
of  strength  in  a  single  link  may  save  or  destroy  her. 
I  have  considered  it,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  improve,  by  every  practicable  means,  the 
quality  of  chain-cable  iron.  It  is  believed  that  even 
at  the  present  day,  we  are  not  surpassed  in  this  re- 
spect by  any  other  nation;  and  if  improvements  shall 
advance  hereafter,  as  rapidly  as  heretofore,  we  may 
in  a  short  time  safely  challenge  the  competition  of 
the  world. 

A  similar  improvement  has  been  made  in  iron  for 
ordnance.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  the  soundness  of  cannon.  The  bursting  of  a  sin- 
gle gun  in  battle,  is  oflen  more  disastrous  than  many 
bruadsidcs  from  an  enemy.  It  not  only  destroys 
life,  and  withdraws  so  much  from  the  effective  bat- 
tery of  the  ship,  but  it  also  creates  confusion  and 
disorder;  excites  in  the  minds  of  the  crew  distrust  in 
the  soundness  of  the  other  guns,  and  thus  discour- 
ages and  renders  them  timid.  Hence,  no  consider- 
ation of  mere  money-saving  should  ever  enter  into 
the  arrangements  for  procuring  ordnance  for  the 
navy.  True  economy  requires  that  the  very  best 
gttns  -which  can  be  made,  and  none  others,  should 
ever  be  used.  Upon  this  idea  this  department  is 
acting.  No  cannon  is  received,  which  does  not  bear 
the  most  satisfactory  tests;  and  yet  it  is  not  found 
that  the  cost  of  ordnance  is  any  greater  than  hereto- 
fore. On  the  contrary,  guns  of  the  same  kind,  which 
have  heretofore  cost  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  per  ton,  have  recently  been  contracted 
for  at  ninety-five  dollars. 

In  copper,  the  frauds  which  have  been  practised 
upon  the  Government  have  been  gross  and  enormous. 
Pure  copper  ought  to  last  upon  a  ship's  bottom 
twenty  years;  and  yet,  that  which  we  have  used  upon 
our  ships  of  war  has  not  lasted,  upon  an  average, 
more  than  seven.    Upon  examining  a  portion  of  the 


copper  recently  taken  firom  the  bottom  of  the  Colum- 
bus, I  found  that  it  exhibited  the  appearance  of 
worm-eaten  wood;  the  reason  of  which  is,  that  it  was 
full  of  impurities,  which  corroded  and  fell  out  Even 
that  which  remained,  instead  of  possessing  the  tough- 
ness which  belongs  to  pure  copper,  would  not  bear 
to  be  bent  but  broke  short  off,  like  a  piece  of  caht 
iron.  It  is  impossible  to  be  too  careful  in  proctiring 
an  article  so  costly  as  copper.  Nothing  but  the  ap- 
plication of  proper  scientific  tests  can  detect  its  im- 
purities, or  prevent  the  grossest  and  most  ruinous 
impositions.  A  single  defective  sheet  on  the  bottom 
of  a  large  ship  will  render  it  necessary  to  bring  her 
into  dock,  and  will  thus  cost  the  country  ten  times 
as  much  as  would  have  been  required  to  prevent  any 
such  result  The  copper  in  a  ship's  bottom  is  no 
small  part  of  her  entire  cost;  and  tins  cost  is  more 
than  doubled  by  using  copper  of  bad  quality. 

The  great  importance  of  guarding  against  imposi- 
tions in  this  respect,  has  induced  the  department  to 
institute  a  series  of  experiments,  under  the  manage* 
ment  of  Professor  Johnson ;  the  results  of  which 
promise  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  economy  of  the 
service.  These  results  I  have  the  honor  to  commu- 
nicate in  a  copy  of  Mr.  Johnson's  report,  hereto 
annexed. 

As  steamships  will  hereafter  form  a  part  of  our 
navy,  it  becomes  important  to  ascertain  what  kind 
of  fuel  can  be  most  advantageously  used.  With  this 
view,  1  have  taken  measures  to  cause  a  proper  analy- 
sis to  be  made  of  the  several  coals  of  our  country, 
and  also  of  those  of  England.  All  persons  inter- 
ested bi  this  subject  were  Jnvited,  by  public  adver- 
tisement, to  send  samples  of  their  coal  to  the  navy- 
yard  in  Washingtion,  in  order  that  a  proper  com- 
parison might  be  made,  under  suitable  philosophical 
tests.  About  thirty  samples  have  been  sent,  and 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  examination  of 
them.  Professor  Johnson,  to  whom  this  investiga- 
tion has  been  intrusted,  was  called  from  Washing- 
ton before  any  conclusive  results  had  been  obtained; 
but  his  experiments  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  will  undoubtedly  present  a  mass  of  most 
useful  information  on  this  important  subject 

The  application  of  scientiBc  principles  in  the  me- 
chanical arts  is  now  universal.  The  mere  artisan, 
whose  skill  is  derived  only  from  practice,  is  far  be- 
hind the  times.  Science  is  now  lending  her  aid  to 
the  arts,  in  all  their  departments,  expanding  their 
powers,  multiplying  their  uses,  and  perfecting  their 
works.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  this  aid  is  nowhere 
more  important  than  in  the  various  operations  con- 
nected with  a  naval  establishment  When  we  con- 
sider the  number  and  variety  of  the  materials  which 
are  used,  the  costliness  of  many  of  them,  and  the 
high  importance  that  they  should  all  be  of  the  best 
and  most  durable  kinds,  the  propriety  of  subjecting 
them  to  all  necessary  tests,  arid  of  improving  their 
quality  as  far  as  possible,  will  at  once  be  admitted. 
This  can  bo  done  only  by  the  union  of  science  with 
practical  skill.  The  knowledge  which  we  obtain 
from  experience  is  always  slow,  always  costly,  and 
not  always  sure;  that  which  we  obtain  from  experi^ 
menty  particularly  in  physical  science,  rarely  deceives, 
and  seldom  fails  richly  to  repay  us.  The  experi- 
ments which  have  already  been  made,  under  the 
direction  of  this  department  have  imparted  to  it  a 
degree  of  information  which  could  not  have  been 
derived  firom  any  other  source,  and  which  will  more 
than  repay  their  cost  in  the  buildmg  of  a  single  ship. 
These  experiments,  however,  are  but  the  beginning 
of  what  might  be  accomplished  in  the  same  way.  If 
the  department  were  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of 
the  improvements  which  are  daily  made  in  practical 
science,  the  most  important  results  would  soon  be 
realized,  in  the  improved  quality  of  our  ships,  and 
in  the  general  economy  of  the  service.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  Congress. 

I  shall,  in  a  few  days,  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
Congress  a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  navy, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  their  directions. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  existing  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  navy  pensions,  which  appear  to  me  to  need 
many  changes  and  modifications. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  submitted  without  reserve  my 
views  of  the  present  condition  and  actual  rcquiw^ 
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joento  of  our  naval  service.  It  is  my  duty  to  do 
this,  without  reference  to  any  other  considerations. 
Whether  my  recommendations  shall  be  adopted  or 
Bot,  must  of  course  depend  on  the  view  which  may 
be  taken  of  them  by  the  legislative  department  of 
the  Government.  In  presenting  my  own  views,  I 
simply  discharge  my  own  duty  to  those  to  whose 
better  judgment  all  the  measures  which  I  have  pro- 
posed must  be  referred. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  UPSHUK. 


POSTMASTER  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

Post  Office  Department, 
December  3,  1842. 

To  the  Prexidtnt  of  the  United  States' 

Sm:  In  presenting  to  your  consideralion  a  report 
of  the  coDdiiion  and  operations  of  the  Post  Olfice 
Department  for  the  year  preceding  the  30ih  June, 
1842,  it  afibrds  me  pleasure  losay,  iis  condition  has 
been  improved,  and  the  service  has  been  attended 
with  more  than  ordinary  success,  whether  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  management  of  its 
financial  concerns,  or  the  regularity  and  extent  of 
its  operations. 

A  public  service,  which  requires  the  agency  of 
13,73§  postmasters  and  their  clerks,  2,343  contrac- 
tors and  th^ir  agents,  covering  during  the  year 
34,835,991  miles  of  transpoita  ion,  and  extending 
almost  to  the  door  of  every  citizen,  must  encounter 
difficulties,  and  hi  subject  to  occasional  irregular- 
ities, not  only  from  the  neglect  of  some  of  its  nu- 
lous  agents,  but  from  physical  causes,  not  in  the 
power  of  this  department  to  overcome. 

When  this  vast  machinery  of  the  General  Post 
Office;  the  minuteness  of  its  details,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  majoriiy  of  the  roads  over  which  the 
mail  is  transported,  are  contemplated,  there  should 
be  more  of  astonishment  at  the  general  regularity  of 
the  service,  than  of  surprise  and  di^onient  at  oc- 
casional failures.  Absolute  certainty  and  unbroken 
legulariiy  in  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails, 
at  all  times,  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  be  expecied. 
And  it  is  with  pleasure  I  bear  testimony,  on  this 
occasion,  to  the  general  zeal  and  fidelity  of  those 
enoployed  in  thisbranch  of  the  public  service. 

The  whole  amount  of  rtiail  transportation  for  the 
year  ending  June  30»h,  1841,  was  34,0»ti,525  miles, 
at  a  contract  cost  of  $3,159,375.  The  whole  amount 
of  transportation  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1842,  was  34,835,991  miles,  at  a  contract  cost  ol 
S3,087,796. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  of  the  department, 
for  the  year  ending  June,  1842,  was  estimated,  in 
my  report  of  December  last,  at  S4,490,000.  The 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  postage,  &c.  in  the 
same  report  was  estimated  at  $4,380,000.  The 
amount  estimated  for  the  expenditure  did  not  in- 
clude the  sums  due  by  the  department  prior  to  the 
3lst  March,  1841.  Thus  exhibiting  a  probable 
liability  of  $110,000,  beyond  its  estimated  current 
receipts  of  that  year'. 

To  bring  the  expenditures  within  the  income  of 
the  def  artment,  was  a  duty  demanded  at  my  hands, 
by  a  regard  for  the  observance  of  the  principle  upon 
which  I  desire  to  conduct  the  administration  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  viz:  that,  while  the  depart- 
ment should  not  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  Government,  it  must  not  become  an  annual 
charge  upon  the  public  treasury. 

To  effi?ctthis  object,  great  labor  and  minute  atten- 
tion have  been  bestowed  by  all  concerned. 

A  revision  of  post-roads  and  post  offices,  neces- 
sary to  a  reduction  of  unprofitable  routes,  and  the 
discontinuance  of  unproductive  and  useless  post 
offices,  and  the  substitution  of  others  at  more  im- 
portant points,  better  suited  to  the  public  wants.; 
the  institution  of  a  system  for  the  preservation  and 
safety  of  the  public  properly,  and  the  reduction  of 
useless  expenditures,  was  a  task  requiring  no  or- 
dinary portion  of  labor  and  time;  and  its  pfi  form- 
ance  could  not  fail  often  to  subject  the  head  ol  the 
department  to  censure  and  criticism  from  those  who 
dia  not  feel  the  necessity  of  the  measures  adopted. 
The  effect  has  been  salutary  to  the  public  service, 
as  well  in  reference  to  its  income,  as  to  its  useful- 
ness and  cost.  I  refer  you  to  the  report?  of  the  1st 
and  3d  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  which  will 

five  more  in  detail  the  effect  which  has  been- pro- 
uced  by  the  measures  adopted. 
Useless  and  unproductive  routes  have  been  dis- 
fontinued}  whilst  others,  more  convenient,  less  ex- 


pensive, and  more  productive,  have  been  substitated. 
In  many  instances,  where  the  nature  and  size  of 
the  mail  did  not  demand  the  higher  grade  of  ser- 
vice, the  less  expensive  modes  of  transportation 
have  been  employed.  This  may  be  more  satisfac- 
torily illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the  service  in 
the  Northwestern  and  Southwestern  districts,  com- 
prising the  Slates  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, ArkaUv^as,  and  Louisiana,  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  prior  to  the  1st  July, 
1842,  and  the  service  under  the  recent  lettings. 
The  whole  number  of  miles  of  mail  service  in 
these  districts  annually  was  11,005,805,  costing  an- 
nually the  sum  of  Sl|102,045  prior  to  the  Isl  July 
Fast.  The  recent  contracts  require  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  in  each  year,  11,424,128  miles, 
at  a  cost  of  $957,708— thus  givinjr,  in  fact,  418,263 
miles  more  of  service  for  $144,277  less  expense. 
And  I  do  not  hazard  much  when  1  assert  that  this 
saving  has  been  made  while  the  service  itselfhas 
been,  in  the  aggregate,  greatly  improved. 

The  heretotore  heavy  expenditure  of  mail-bags 
and  locks  has  been  greatly  reduced.  Entertaining 
the  opinion  that,  bv  aproper  system  of  preservation, 
and  a  just  responsibility  imposed  upon  public  agents, 
the  number  of  mail-bags  on  hand  was  equal  16  the 
wants  of  the  service,  and  would  be  sufficient  to 
meet  iis  demands  for  several  years,  I  have,  in  ef- 
fect, ordered  their  manufacture  to  cease. 

By  the  report  of  the  Third  Assistant,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  expenditure  for  mail  bags  was,  in  the 
year  1837  -  -  -  -  :S^56,702  28 

In  1838 38,737  36 

In  18,39   -  -  -  -  -    .36.082  46 

In  1840    -       ■    -  •  -  -    35,337  23 

Prom  1st  April,  1841,  to  1st  April,  1842,  the 
amount  expended  was  but  $13,566  30. 

From  1st  April,  1842,  to  1st  October,  1842— six 
months — ft7,540  59.  A  large  proportion  of  which 
was  the  mail-bags  manufactured  prior  to  1841. 

It  is  important,  in  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, to  impress  upon  those  in  its  employment  the 
necessity  of  taking  care  of  and  preserving  the  pub- 
lic propertv.  This  is  best  done  by  the  adoption  of 
an  appropriate  system,  and  holding  to  a  just  responsi- 
bility tho>e  charged  with  administrative  duties;  and, 
when  they  prove  themselves  faithless  or  negligent, 
to  appoint  others  in  their  places. 

The  good  effects  of  this  rule  are  strictly  illustra- 
ted, not  only  in  the  item  of  expenditure  just  enu- 
merated, but  they  are  manifested  throughout  the 
results  of  the  entire  year's  service. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  my  report  of  De- 
cember last,  that  the  amount  received  from  the  post- 
age on  letters  and  newspapers,  and  fines,  for  the 
year  commencing  I'^t  Julv,  1840,  and  ending  30ih 
June,  1841,  was  stated  to  be  $4,379,317  78. 

The  amount  arising  from  the  same  .sources  for 

the  year  ending  30th  June,  1843,  is  S4,546,246  13. 

Thus  showing  an  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the 

.  departmeat  of  $166,928  35  over  the  revenue  of  the 

preceding  year. 

This  increase  has  not  been  the  result  of  an  in- 
crease of  mail  matter,  I  am  persuaded;  but  has 
arisen  from  a  more  systematic  and  vigilant  execu- 
tion of  the  law. 

The  gross  expenditures  of  the  department  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1842,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  audited  and  paid,  are  $4,627,716  62— 
exceeding  the  amount  derived  from  postage,  du- 
ring the  same  year,  881,470  49. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  by  the  act  approved 
the  9th  September,  1841,  there  was  appropriated, 
"to  enable  the  Post  Office  Department  to  meet  its 
engagements  and  pay  its  debts,"  the  sum  of  S482,- 
657. 

Of  this  sum,  there  has  been  expended,  during 
the  last  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $392,664  51  in  satis- 
faction of  demands  against  the  department  prior  to 
the  month  of  April,  1841.  The  report  of  the  chief 
clerk  upon  this  subject,  will  exhibit  more  in  detail 
lh*»  application  of  this  fond. 

There  remained  unexpended  of  this  appropria- 
tion on  the  30th  of  June,  1842,  ^89,992  49,  to  meet 
such  other  demands  as  may  be  established  to  be 
due  prior  to  the  3lst  March,  1841. 

This  sum  of  «39-2,664  51  constitutes  no  part  of 
the  S4,546,246  13,  given  above  as  the  revenue  for 
the  last  year,  derivable  from  postage  and  fines.  It 
does,  however,  constitute  part  of  the  S4,627,7l6  62, 
the  gross  expenditure  for  that  year;  and,  if  deduct- 
ed, will  show  the  gross  expenditure,  for  ordinary 
current  service,  to  De  $4,335,052  U. 


This  would  present  an  apparent  balance, 
excess  of  revenue  over  expenditures,  of  $31 1,H 

A^  it  is  highly  probable  that  there  are  yetrli 
unsatisfied,  not  having  been  presented  for 
and  claims  which  were  doe  prior  to  that  t'iiae,^ 
which,  if  presented,  would  nave  becoaodittdi 
paid  within  the  year,  and  which  have  be«i 
since  30th  June,  1842,  and,  consequently,  v\i 
charged  in  the  expenditures  for  the  curreniye! 
is    not   intended    to   convey    the    idea  that 
S3n,t94  02  IS  a  surplus  on  hand;  but  it  is  a 
from  which  1  am  authorized  to  state  that  tbel 
come  of  the  department  has  been  equal  to  h 
rent  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  is  h 
1842;  and  it  induces  me  to  hope  that,  unli 
burdens  of  the  service  shall  be  too  gitatiy 
mented  by  the  additional  routes  created  k^tbei 
tlie  last  session  of  Congress,  the  department 
future,  be  enabled  to  sustain  itself.    I  cannot; 
pate,  however,  any  great  extension  of  the  ar 
teyond  its  present  limits  and  amount,  unless 
gress  shall,  in  some  mode,  relieve  the  depar 
from  the  heavy  annual  demands  made  npon  i' 
come  by  railroad  transportation,  and  proteti  if,j 
appropriate  legislation,  against  the  inroads  " 
it  by  private  ex)f>resses  and  rival  mail  eftli 
ments. 

It  affi)rds  me  great  satisfaction  to  report  to  tw 
excellency  that  every  legal  demand  by  the  ooaw- 
tors,  properly  vouched,  upon  the  department,  fer 
services  rendered  since  I  have  bad  the  hooor  4 
superintending  its  operations,  has  been  ptoo^ 
paid. 

Justice  to  contractors  requires  that,  as  socoii 
they  have  performed  the  service,  they  shooli  > 
paid.  To  enable  the  department  to  do'this.puEO 
ality  on  the  part  of  postmasters  in  the  paymem 
the  balances  due  from  them  at  the  end oi each  rois- 
ter, is  all  important. 

In  every  instance  where  there  has  been  a  fate 
on  the  part  of  such  postmasters  to  meet  the  draf^a 
the  General  Post  Office,  I  have  felt  it  a  duty,  dot 
be  omitted,  to  relievesuch  from  the  burden  of  is- 
cial  duty.  The  knowledge  of  the  eiisteofe  s 
this  rule  has  banished  defalcation  flrom  thedepK}- 
mem. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that,  althoo^bikt;- 
gregate  amount  received  from  pc^ge  dnrisg  i> 
past  year  has  been  greater  by  the  sum  stated, iber 
ceipts  at  the  large  offices  for  1842  have  boa  t 
than  in  1841.  The  aggregate  increase  has  been « 
the  medium  and  smaller  offices. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the  mau 
of  intercommunication  between  the  great  eomEHt 
cial  points  have  been  such  as  to  invite  cored:! 
and  increasing  infractions  and  violations  of  4r 
laws  of  Congress  regulating  the  General  Pa 
Office. 

I  took  occasion  to  invite  your  allentioo  toifas 
subject  in  my  report  of  last  year,  under  the  bap 
that  some  legislation,  in  nii  of  the  pRsemlar, 
would  take  place,  to  enable  the  departm«nt  nirt 
effectually  to  protect  itself. 

It  is  made  the  exclusive  duty  ,of  theOeoeialOi^ 
ernment  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads.  Tbi 
State  Governments  nave  no  rnht  to  interfere  wh 
the  subject;  neither  has  any  individual,  or  conpn; 
of  individuals,  such  right. 

Upon  most  of  the  railroads  in  the  United  Swe- 
over  which  the  mail  is  transported  at  an  ioHBfBs 
expense,  there  ate  to  be  found  individuals  esap^- 
in  the  transportation  of  mail  matter,  in  violancoP 
the  laws  of  the  land — laws  which  prohibit  the  c: 
fence,  but  do  not  punish  it  by  adeqnafe  sanctioi: 

A  modification  of  the  laws  regulating  the  fmt 
ing  privilege  is  essential  to  the  continued  prosprir 
of  ine  department.  The  original  grant  of  tfe; 
privilege  was  designed  the  better  to  enaWetbe  ^ 
lie  officer  to  discharge  his  official  dirties  wiik« 
burden  upon  his  private  means.  It  isnowftenen!^ 
Iv  esteemed  more  as  a  private  and  indiridnti  rifte 
than  an  official  privilege.  If  persons  entitled  k 
this  privilege  were  content  to  enjoy  it  ihemsrim 
without  lending  their  franks  to  others,  the  boniH 
and  loss  to  the  department  would  not  be  ?o  gm 
and  there  would  be  less  cause  of  jost  compitis 
by  the  public. 

Although  the  act  of  l825  expressly  declare^  list 
"if  any  person  shall  frankany  icnerorleCer%ote 
than  those  written  by  himself,  or  by  ktsfrder,  m  fn 
business  of  his  office,  he  shall,  on  coovictico  ikewof 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  the  cspe 
cial  duty  of  postmasters  to  prosecute  tor  said* 
fence."    The  penalty  declared  by  thiftawhasw 
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een  safficieat  to  prevent  the  too  freqaent  viola- 
ion  o(  its  provisions. 

If  Congress  shall  deem  it  inexpedient  to  limit,  or 
artber  restrain,  this  right,  an  imposition  of  the 
ame  penalty  upon  him  who  uses  the  frank  of  an- 
ther, as  is  imposed  upon  the  person  who  abuses 
is  privilege,  would  tend  greatly  to  lessen  the 
vil. 

The  whole  number  of  free  letters  sent  through 
ie  post  office  annually,  so  far  as  the  returns  of 
estmasters  exhibit,  is  about  three  millions. 

Assoming  fifteen  cents  as  the  average  rate  of  each 
iOer,  if  charged  with  postage,  four  hundred  and 
(ty  thousand  dollars  would  be  the  amount  received. 
Thosit  will  be  seen  that  nearly  one-ninth  ol  all 
M  matter  which  passes  through  the  mail,  passes 
ree  of  postage.  The  loss  to  the  jieparlment  does 
ot  slop  here.  Two  cents  are  paid  to  postmasters 
a  each  of  these  letters,  constituting  an  annual 
barge  upon  ihe  revenue  of  $60,000.  An  evil  of 
^magnitude,  I  trust,  will  not  fail  to  arrest  the 
neotion  of  Congress,  who  alone  can  apply  the 
roper  corrective.  It  is  wrong  to  burden  tne  busi- 
es8  and  friendly  correspondence  of  the  community 
rith  this  heavy  charge. 

The  public  voice  has  called  for  a  reduction  of 
be  rates  of  postage  upon  letters;  and  whilst  1  have 
elt  its  force,  and  am  constrained  to  acknowledge 
is  justice,  1  have  heretofore  been  deterred  from 
aaking  any  specific  recommendation  upon  this 
ol^ect,  lest,  by  a  sudden  reduction,  the  only  source 
f  jDcome  might  foil  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
ervice.  With  a  proper  regulation  of  the  frank- 
Dg  privilege,  and  a  further  protection  against  the 
Eolations  of  the  laws  of  the  department,  1  have 
10  doubt  a  coa<dderabIe  reduction  in  postage  might 
«  safely  made,  and  the  benefits  and  advantages  of 
he  department  extended  to  many  portions  of  the 
ouoiry  which  are  now,  in  a  great  measure,  desii- 
uteol  proper  mail  accommodations.  Moreespe- 
iaily  could  this  be  done,  if  Congress,  by  some  per- 
Danent  arrangement  with  the  railroad  companies, 
rootd  relieve  the  department  from  the  immense 
lad  constantly  increasing  amount  annually  paid 
bose  companies  for  transporting  the  public  mail. 

I  ventured  to  recommend,  in  my  former  report 
D  you,  that  Congress  should  then  legislate  upon 
bis  subject.  Nothing  has  occurred  since  to  cause 
1^  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  then 
xpressed.  On  the  contrary,  subsequent  develop- 
oeots  have  strengthened  the  views  then  obtruded 
ipoQ  yoor  consideration. 

Without  the  right  in  the  department  to  c^mirol  the 
irrival  and  departure  of  the  mails,  regularity  and 
espatch  cannot  be  expected.  This  is  a  right  which 
he  railroad  companies,  in  their  periodical  con- 
racLs.wiil  not  yield  willingly;  and,  when  they  do 
ield  it,  make  it  a  ground  to  increase  their  demands 
ipon  the  department  for  transporting  the  mail. 
?or  the  service  of  railroad  traiisportation  there 
lever  can  be  competition.  Why,  then,  subject  the 
lepartment  to  the  useless  ceremony  oi  advertising 
)eriodicBUy  for  bids  to  carry  the  mail  on  railroads, 
eqairing  it  to  titke  the  lowest  bid,  when  there  will 
)e  tnt  one  bid  for  the  same  routel  Each  letting 
«s  heretofore  been,  and  will  hereafter  be,  but  an 
nritation  to  the  companies  to  increase  the  prices 
>reviously  paid. 

It  isTir  vain  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  the  United 
>tates  are  compelled  to  employ  these  roads  as  car- 
iers  of  the  mail.  Justice  and  policy  alike  require 
if  the  Qovernment  to  send  the  mail  by  the  most  ex- 
•ediiioas  means  of  conveyance,  and  it  cannot  era- 
>loy  any  of  its  own  creation  equal  to  the  railroads, 
is  a  Government,  it  cannot,  by  legislation,  control 
hose  companies  which  have  their  corporate  exist- 
nce  by  State  enactments.  The  United  States 
DUst,  therefore,  purchase  the  right;  and  the  ques- 
ion  presented  is,  whether  it  is  best  to  purchase  this 
ight  every  four  years,  or  for  the  period  of  the  char- 
er  of  the  road. 

It  is  more  a  question  of  ability,  at  this  time,  on 
he  part  of  the  Government,  than  policy,  in  ray 
lumble  opinion. 

The  plan  which  1  proposed  was,  that  Congress 
honld  authorize  the  department  to  purchase  this 
ight;  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  a  contract  with 
he  companies,  and  report  those  contracts,  as  made, 
rom  lime  to  linie,  to  Congress,  to  be  binding  only 
rtwn  ratified  by  Congress.  Nothing  dangerous 
an  arise  from  thus  treating  with  the  companies. 
^0  enlgrgemem  of  executive  power  is  asked.  On 
he  contrary,  it  is  proposed  to  subject  executive 
lower  directly  to  the  controlling  influence  of  Con- 
iress.   As  the  law  now  stsmd^  the  department  has 


the  power  to  contract  with  these  companies  for 
four  years,  with  a  nominal  limitation  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  paid  them  per  mile.  Surely,  no  dan- 
ger can  arise  to  public  liberty,  or  legislative  au- 
thority, by  authorizing  the  department  to  make  a 
provisional  permanent  contract,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  great  question  involved  is,  whether  Con- 
gress should  make  these  contracts,  and  pay  the  con- 
sideration out  of  the  resources  of  the  Qovernment; 
or  whether  the  department  shall  levy  the  amount, 
by  continuin^^  the  present  rates  of  postage  upon 
letters;  and,  m  all  time  to  come,  devote  so  large  a 
portionthereof  to  the  payment  for  railroad  trans- 
portation, as  to  deny  even  the  hope  to  the  more  dis- 
tant and  Jess  favored  portions  ofour  country  of  any 
increased  mail  facititie^l  The  cost  of  railroad 
transportation  for  the  last  year  st;tnds  at  S432,5Gd. 
The  whole  length  of  mail  road  in  the  United 
Slates  is  149,732  miles,  costing  S3,087,796.  Of  this 
length  of  mail  road,  only  3,091  miles  is  railroad 
transportation,  at  a  cost  of  $432,568 — only  one- 
forty-eighth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  miles 
costing  one-seventh  part  of  the  gross  sum. 

I  repeat  the  inquiry  made  on  a  former  occasion: 
Is  it  just,  that  the  whole  burden  of  the  public  cor- 
respondence— now  nearly  equal  to  half  a  million 
of  dollars  annually — should  be  sustained  by  a  tax 
upon  the  business  and  friendly  correspondence  of 
the  communityl  If  the  Gtovemment  exacts  from 
the  citizen  no  more  than  the  cost  and  expcnse'of 
transpuiting  his  letters,  he  has  no  right  to  com- 
plain; but^hen  an  additional  sum  is  wanted  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  transporting  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Government  and  its  officers,  that  sum, 
like  the  tax  for  every  other  public  service,  should 
be  drawn  from  the  common  resources  of  the 
country. 

It  is  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  an  annual  drain 
from  the  treasury  to  pay  the  postage  upon  the  pub- 
lic correspondence,  the  United  States  now  secure 
and  pay  lor  the  perpetual  right  to  transport  the 
mails  over  railroads.  Can  this  right  be  now  se- 
cured upon  fair  and  reasonable  terms?  is  a  question 
worthy  to  be  tested  by  fair  experiment.  1  am  of 
opinion  it  can  be  secured  upon  most,  if  not  all  of 
the  important  roads,  upon  reasonable  terms,  and 
with  ample  guaranties. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  business  of  this  department 
to  speak  oi  the  effects  whic^  such  contracts  wiih 
the  railroad  companies  would  produce  nnon  public  . 
credit,  both  at  nome  and  abroad.  The  effects, 
whatever  they  maybe  for  good,  are  but  incidental 
to  the  ereat  object  to  be  aitained  in  reference  to 
the  mail  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

Elntertaining  these  opinions  upon  this  subject,  I 
pray  you  will  allow  me  most  respectfully  to  press 
them  upon  your  consideration. 

Public  opinion  seemed  so  strong  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  postage  upon  letters,  that  it  could  be 
regarded  in  no  other  light  than  a  demand  upon 
those  having  the  power  over  this  subject.  1  have 
fell  its  influence,  but  have  been  unwilling  to  act 
unadvisedly  in  any  recommendation  I  might  make 
upon  the  subject.  It  will  be  remembered  thai  Eng- 
land recently  reduced  her  rates  of  postage.  The 
effect  upon  the  revenue,  and  upon  the  amount  of 
mail  matter,  I  was  anxious  to  know.  For  this, 
and  other  objects  connected  with  the  operations  of 
this  department,  I  availed  myself  of  the  services  of 
General  Green,  in  November  last,  who  was  about 
to  visit  England  and  France  upon  private  busine^, 
and  instructed  him  to  make  certain  investigations 
and  inquiries.  The  result  of  his  investigations 
may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  his  report  to  me,  a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  dissimilarity  in  the  government  of  the  two 
countries  as  well  as  the  difference  in  the  extent  of 
territory,  induce  me  to  doubt  whether  the  same  sys- 
tem of  mail  service  and  rates  of  postage  could  be 
safely  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

One  fact,  however,  is  clearly  developed  by  the 
report  of  General  Green — that,  since  the  reduction 
of^postage  in  England,  the  number  of  letters  mail- 
ed nas  greatly  increased.  I  forbear  to  trouble  yo\i 
with  any  particular  suggestions  upon  this  subject, 
because  it  has  been  a  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  to  make  to  that  body  a 
specific  report  upon  an  alteration  of  the  rates  of 
postage,  wnich  I  purpose  to  do  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  a  part  of  Ihe  re- 
port of  Mr.  Green,  that  the  French  Government  is 
anxious  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  United  Slates 


for  an  interchange  of  mail  service  by  the  agencjT 
of  packet  and  steamships  of  the  two  countries. 

You  will  remember,  this  subject  was  brought  to 
your  attention  by  ihe  minister  of  France  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  It  was  submitted  by 
yon  to  Congress;  as  one  worthy  of  their  considera- 
tion, and  requiring  specific  legislation,  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  that  body,  such  an  arrangement  would 
prove  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  made  a  report 
favorable  to  the  measure,  and  the  House  of  Repre« 
sentatives  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  reported  to  this 
House,  by  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  plan  for  the  establishment,  in  concert  with 
the  Government  of  France,  of  a  line  of  weekly 
steamers  between  the  ports  of  Havre  and  Nev 
York,  together  with  estimates  of  the  expense 
which  may  be  required  to  carry  the  said  plan 
into  effect." 

That  portion  of  Mr.  Green's  report,  and  the  ac- 
companying documents,  are  submitted  under  the  be- 
lief that  it  may  be  serviceable  to  place  before  Con- 
gress the  outlines  of  the  plan  contemplated  by  the 
French  Government. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  I  caused  to  be  es- 
tablished and  put  into  operation  a  city  despatch 
post  for  the  city  of  New  York,  confined  to  the 
delivery,  through  the  post  office  of  that  city,  of 
the  correspondence  within  its  limits.  I  am  erati- 
fted  to  know  that  its  operations  have  proved  nigh" 
ly  satisfactory  to  the  community,  giving  to  the 
citizens  a  prompt  and  cheap  piedium  of  commu- 
nication, the  income  of  which  will  not  only  main- 
tain the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  but,  in  the 
course  of  time,  promises  a  considerable  addition 
to  the  revenue  of  the  department.  The  report  of 
the  postmaster  of  New  York  upon  this  subject  is 
submitted,  in  order  that  its  details  may  be  more 
generally  known;  and,  when  understood,  I  have 
little  doubt  that  th^  other  large  cities  of  the 
Union  will  call  for  a  similar  establishment.  Its 
usefulness  has  been  fully  tested  in  New  York,  by 
the  saving  of  a  heavy  daily  expense  of  money  and 
time  to  the  business  community  in  their  city  cor- 
respondence. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  current 
fiscal  year,  for  the  service  of  this  department, 
may  be  stated,  by  way  of  estimate,  in  round  num- 
bers, at  S*.390.000. 

This  estimate  does  not  include  the  probable  ex-* 
pense  of  the  new  routes  established  by  Congress 
at  the  last  session,  none  of  which  have  yet  neen 
put  in  operation.  The  probable  cost  of  these 
routes  per  year  will  be  $130,000,  making  thfe 
whole  estimated  expense  of  $4,520,000. 

Any  estimate  of  the  income  from  postage  dur- 
ing the  present  year  must  of  cfturse  be  altogether 
conjectural,  founded  upon  the  amounts  received 
for  the  year  ending  in  June,  1842. 
^  The  amount  received  the  quarter  ending  30th 
Jbptember  last,  is  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1841;  and  I  therefore 
conclude  the  income  of  the  department  for  the 
current  year  will  fall  considerably  short  of  that  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June.  It  is,  however,  my 
intention  to  put  these  routes  in  operation  by  tlw 
time  j-pecified  in  the  act.  And  as  there  is  no  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  department  by  the  act,  if  I 
find  its  means  will  not  be  otherwise  equal  to  the 
additional  expense,  it  will  become  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  curtail  I  the  expense  upon  routes  already  in 
existence,  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  new  ones  per- 
emptorily ordered  by  Congress. 

There  are  other  matters  more  of  detail,  requir- 
ing, in  my  judgment,  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
which  I  forbear  to  obtrude  upon  your  attention; 
but  will  seek  the  opportunity  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittees to  whom  the  affairs  of  this  department 
may  be  referred. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 

excellency's  obedient  servant,  

^  ^  C.  A.  WICKXIPFE. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THB  TREASOh 
RY  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  15, 1843. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  May,  1800,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  tsm* 
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lish  the  Treasury  Department/  "  and  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  the  fiscal  year,"  &c.,  ap- 
proved the  26ih  Aueust,  1842,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tjeasury  respecirully  submits  the  following  report: 

I. — Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure. 
The  balance  in  ihe  treasury  on  ibe  let  January, 
1642,  (exclusive!  of  the  amount  deposited  with 
the  Stalea,  irugt-funds,  and  indemnities,)  was        $230,483  68 

Thereceiptfl  into  the  treasury  daring  the  first 
t^ee  quarters  of  the  present  year  amount  to    •26,616,593  78 
Viz: 

From  customs         .  .  01 4,760,830  36 

From  lands      ....      1,091,638  95 
From  miscellaneous  and  inci* 

dental  sources  •  .  .  112,967  17 
From  treasu  17  notes  per  act  1 5th 

February,  1841  .  •  .  1,060,206  05 
Frem  treasury  notes  per  act  31st 

January,  1842  .  .  .  7,794.821  59 
From  loan  of  1841-1942  •  •  2,296,129  67 
The  receipts  for  the  4ih  quarter,  it  is  estimated, 

will  amount  to 7,886,000  00 

Viis: 
From  customs  •         .    #4  000  000  00, 

From  lands      ....         366.000  00 
From  miscellaneous    and  inci* 

dental  sources      •       •  20,000  00 

From  treasury  notes       .  2,500,000  00 

From  loan       •       .        •  1,000.000  00 

Making  the  total  estimated  receipts  for  the 

year  34.502,593  78 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  (reasur>'  on  1st 
January  laat,  an  aggregate  of 


•34,733  077  46 


The  expenditures  for  the  first  three  quarters  of 

the  present  year  have  amounted  to  •26,264,882  20 

Viz: 
Civil  list,   foreign    intercourse 

and  miscellaneous  •  •  •4,371,933  93 
Army,  fortifications,   pensbns, 

filfilment  of  Indian  treaties, 

suppressing  Indian  hostilities, 

Ac.  .  -  .  .  .  .  7.066,036  96 
Naval  service  .  •  .  .  6,717,084  17 
Treasury  notes  redeemed,  in-   * 

cladin?  mtereat  .  •  •  7,866,400  35 
Public  debt,  including  interest 

on  the  loan,  •  •        264,427  60 

The    expenditures    for   the   fourth    quarter 

are  estimated  on  data  furnished  by  the  re- 

spectjve  Uepartmenis,  at       •        •        •        •       3,238,278  16 
Viz: 
Civil,  foreign   intercourse,  and 

miscellaneous,  (including  the 

amounts  due  to  States  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  and  amounts  doe  to 

Mississippi  and  Alabama,  un- 
der act  of  Beptember4, 1811,)    $2,144,013  97 
Army,  fortifications,   pensions, 

fulfilment  uf  Indian  treaties, 

•nppressing  Indian  hostilities, 

itc. 3,710,436  46 

Naval  service  ....      I,82a385  16 
Interest  on  loan  162,442  58 

Unclaimed  dividends  •  3,000  60 

PitBcipal  and  interest  on  treas* 

ury  notes  •  .  .  .  400.000  00 
To  which   add  outstanding    warrants  issued 

prior  to  1st  January,  1842,     ....  806,474  03 


Making 


LeaTing  a  deficiency   in  the  treasury  00  the 
8ist  December,  1812,  of       -       •       • 


•?5,30e,634  38 


•675556  92 


The  above  estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  4th 
qaarter  of  the  present  year  include,  as  it  will  be 
perceived,  the  sum  of  •805,474  03,  being  the  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants  issued  prior  to  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1842.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  a  like 
sum  will  remain  outstanding  on  the  1st  January 
next;  and  that,  instead  of  the  apparent  deficiency 
as  stated  above,  there  will  be  an  actual  balance  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1843,  of  at  least 
$221,000.  It  is  expected,  also,  that  a  like  amount 
of  warrants  may  be  outstanding  on  the  SOth  June, 
1843,  and  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding  fiscal  year. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that,  at  the  time  the  esti> 
XDates  of  the  expenditures  of  the  4th  quarter  were 
prepared  by  the  several  departments,  it  was  believed 
that  the  expenditures  for  the  current  quarter  would 
amount  to  the  sum  already  stated;  but  it  is  now  as- 
certained  that  they  will  fall  considerably  short  of 
that  amount;  yet,  as  they  will  become  a  charge  on 
the  treasury  early  in  the  next  year,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  necessary  to  alter  the  amount  as  fint  esti- 
mated. 

II. — Of  ihe  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  30^A 
June,  1843. 

The  receipts  for  the  half  year  ara  estimated  as  follows: 

-^rora  customs       .....   •7,500,000  00 

From  lands  .....      1,500,000  00 

Firora  treasury  notes  and  loans    •  •  •     5,638,113  46 

From  miscellanaons  sources  •  50,000  00 

14,668,113  46 


The  expenditures  for  the  half  calendar  year  and* 
ing  the  30ih  June,  1343,  are  esUmated  at         •  •10,381,186  76 

Viz:  

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse     •     2,722,796  80 
Army,  foniflcations,  pensions,  fulfilment  of  In* 
dian  treaties,  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties. Ac a033,829  60 

Naval  service        .....      4,019,060  46 
Interest  on  public  debt  and  treasury  notes         •        606,600  00 


III. — Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  ex- 
pendilures  Jor  ihe  fiscal  year  ending  ihe  30th  June^ 

lo44. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1844, 
are  estimated  as  follows: 

From  customs  .....  •16,000,000  00 
From  lands  .....      2,700,000  00 

From  miscellaneous  sources      •  .  .         160,000  00 

18,850,000  00 

The  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  vear  ending  the 

30th  June,  1844,  are  estimated  at       •           .  20,945,496  76 

Viz:  

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse  •  3,801,434  44 
Army,  foiiifications,  pensions,    fulfilment   of 

Indian  treaties,  suppressing  of  Indian  hostil. 

iiles,  Ac.          -           ...           -  8,612,042  61 

Naval  service      .....  731802171 

Interest  on  public  debt  and  treasu ry-noies        •  1 ,21 1 000  00 


By  the  foregoing  statements,  it  will  appear  that 
a  defiriency  will  exist  in  the  treasury  on  the 
3l8t  December,  1842,  of 

The  receipts  for  the  half  calendar  y^r  ending 

on  the  30ih  June,  1&13,  are  estimated  at 
And  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  at    - 

Leaving  a  balance  of      •  •  .  ,. 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  deficiency 
BB  above,  and  the  balance  remaining  in  the' 
treasurv  on  the 30th  June,  1843,  will  be 

The  rereipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1844.  are  esti- 
mated at  •  •  •  •  - 

Making,  with  the  balance,  as  ab'jve 
From  which  deduct  the  estimated   expendi. 
lures  for  the  fiscal  year 

And  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th 
June,  1844,  Will  amount  to 


575.566  92 


14,688.113  46 

10,381,186  76 

■ 

4,306.926  69 


3,731,369  77 

18,850,000  00 
|22,68l,369l7 
20,946,498  76 


•1,635,871  01 


Assuming  (as  is  highly  probable)  that  the  balance 
of  ihe  loan  authorized  by  the  acts  of  21st  July,  1841, 
and  the  15th  April,  i»49,  amounting  to  $5,538,- 
113  45,  will  be  negotiated  prior  to  the  15th  April, 
1843— the  limit  of  the  term  within  which  it  can  be 
taken — it  has  been  included  in  the  receipts  of  the 
next  half  year.  Should,  however,  this  reasonable 
expectation  be  disappointed  as  to  the  whole  amount 
of  such  balance,  the  deficiency  thence  arising  may 
be  supplied  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  31st  August  last,  to  the 
amount  of  $3,500,000;  which  sum.  together  with 
that  realized  by  the  sale  of  stock,  will,  it  is  believed, 
place  in  the  treasury  an  available  amount  adequate 
to  meet  all  the  anticipated  demands  up  to  the  30th 
June,  1844;  and  if  the  whole  of  the  balance  of  the 
loan  be  taken  within  the  period  limited  by  law,  the 
several  balances  remaininfr  in  the  treasury  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1843,  and  30lh  June,  1844,  will  be 
as  indicated  in  the  foregoing  exhibit. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  in  the  estimate  of  ex- 
penditures subseouent  to  the  1st  of  January  next, 
the  redemption  01  treasury  notes  is  not  taken  into 
account.  But  few  notes  have  been  presented  at  the 
department  for  redemption  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  31st  August  last;  and  nearly  tne  whole 
amount  cancelled  since  that  day  was  taken  in  pay* 
ment  of  public  dues.  Should  the  notes  is.sued  un- 
der the  act  above  mentioned  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  previous  issues,  so  as  to  bear  in- 
terest after  maturity,  payable  half-yearly,  until 
called  in  for  redemption,  it  is  believed  but  a  small 
amount  would  fall  into  the  expenditures  for  the 
ensuing  eighteen  months.  It  is  recommended,  there- 
fore, that  this  be  done:  otherwise,  the  expenditures 
during  the  period  last  mentioned  must  necessarily 
be  increased  to  the  amount  of  probably  three  to  four 
millions  of  dollars,  in  redemption  of  issues  under 
the  act  of  3lst  August  last.  But,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  against  unforeseen  contingencies,  it  is 
further  recommended  that  the  existing  authority 
to  reissue  treasurv  notes  should  be  extended  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1844. 

The  loan  of  85,672,976  88,  borrowed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  21st  July,  1841.  will  be 
redeemable  on  the  1st  of  January,  1845 ;  and,  on  the 
assumption  that  a  re-issue  of  treasury  notes,  as 
above  suggested,  shall  be  authorized'by  Congress, 
the  whole  amount  now  outstanding,  together  with  , 


that  of  the  issues  that  may  be  hereafter  made  qb^ 
the  act  of  the'3lst  August  last,  will  £ill  daepiic^ 
to  the  30th  June,  1845.  Although  paymeot  of  ^ 
notes  may  not  be  at  once  demanded  when  doe,  u^ 
the  lime  of  repayment  of  the  loan  of  1841  is  placed 
at  the  pleasure  of  Governnaent,  yet  the  liability  te 
pay  thase  several  amounts  must  exist,  and  themeuK 
to  provide  for  the  exigency  can  be  afforded  onlj  bj 
further  legislation. 

The  present  tariff,  in  its  main  feature,  resemUtf 
so  nearly  the  bill  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  ^ 
partment  on  the  9th  May  last,  that  the  fievsa. 
pressed  in  the  report  which  accompanied  tke  bii 
may  be  considered  as  applicable,  to  a  great  exieai, 
to  the  system  of  duties  now  established.  TheK- 
riod  within  which  the  tariff  has  been  in  openui 
has  been  much  too  short  to  furnish  anydecmneT. 
idence  as  to  its  permanent  influence  upon  itDpoftv 
tions.  The  foreign  trade  of  the  conmry  hascd- 
tinued  to  decline,  and  importations  have  been  toe. 
paratively  small  since  the  passage  of  the  act  Hw 
far  this  state  of  things  may  have  been  infloeoced^ 
the  existinc:  system  of  duties,  it  is  impossible  tow* 
termine.  The  smallness  of  the  importaiicms  nay  be 
well  accounted  for,  by  the  embarrassed  cooditiaiitf 
the  country,  and  its  extremely  limited  means  of  (W- 
chase.  The  amount  of  foreign  commodities  in  ov 
markets  is  still  found  greatlj  to  exceed  the  demand; 
and  the  fall  in  the  prices  of'^  merchandise  sioee  ik 
1st  September  is  supposed  to  be,  on  an  average,  ooi 
less  than  ten  per  cent.  This  fact  will  be  foandTeri- 
fied  in  a  letter  from  the  collector  at  New  York,iB- 
nexed  hereto,  to  which  reference  is  resfwdfidlj 
made ;  and  it  is  deemed  conclusive  to  show  ihii  the 
decline  in  the  importations  since  the  1st  September 
cannot  justly  be  referred  to  our  system  oTdutie*; 
and  that  the  effect  of  the  existing  tariff  remainsto 
be  determined  by  further  and  more  satisfactoiy  ex- 
perience. 

The  importance  of  adequate  provision  for  ret. 
enue  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  strongly  urged  Dja 
the  attention  of  Congress.  The  resources  of  tk 
country  are  abundant;  internal  taxation,  either  di- 
rect or  indirect,  has  not  of  late  years  been  fboii 
necessary)  and  it  is  still  believed  that  a  system  of 
custom-house  duties  may  be  made  sufficiently  «» 
prehensive  to  yield  an  income  commensurate  itb 
all  the  wants  of  the  country. 

There  are  various  articles  of  import,  several rf 
them  of  very  large  and  universal  consamption,! 
present  untaxed,  or  subject  to  duties  extremely  Vff, 
and  some  of  which  (without,  perhaps,  in  any  eon- 
siderable  degree,  lessening  the  amount  of  their  ccb> 
sumption)  might  bear  imposts  yielding  aa  aggre- 
gate addition  to  the  revenue  accruing  under  tbe 
existing  laws,  of  not  less  than  eSjOOOjOOa  Ttee 
offer  themselves  for  selection;  and  it  rests  wiikik 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  make  that  selection,  or  adopt 
any  other  mode  of  securing  the  receipt  of  soeh  ai 
amount  of  revenue  as  shall  1^  sufficient  to  meet  ik 
expenses  of  an  economical  administration  of  tk 
Government,  and  afford  the  means  of  snstainiig 
measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  coaoiiy 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit. 

This  last  object  is  of  infinite  importance.  Tke 
honor  of  the  country,  its  just  self-respect,  the  pridi 
which  every  citizen  must  feel  in  the  highcMiafr 
ter  of  its  Grovernmenl, — all  these  require  that  the 
public  faiih,  and  the  credit  of  that  Govennneai, 
should  be  placed  above  doubt  or  question. 

Deeming  it  highly  probable  that  the  policy  of  es- 
tablishing a  warehouse  system  might  engage  tk 
deliberations  of  Congress  at  the  present  session,  thi 
attention  of  collectors  and  other  officers  at  varioas 
ports  was  called  to  this  subject  by  a  circular isssed 
from  the  department  on  the  24th  November  last— 1 
copy  of  which,  together  with  the  answers  receired, 
and  a  table  of  exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  art 
annexed.  It  has  been  thought  advisable,  also,  for 
the  sake  of  convenient  reference  in  a  matter  of  sod 
general  interest,  to  attach  to  this  report  a  cofiy  of 
the  statute  of  the  3d  and  4th  William  IV,  which  em- 
bodies  the  warehouse  sjrstem  of  Great  Britain  in  a 
form  matured  by  a  long  experience.  In  coanezka 
with  this,  will  be  found  a  copy  of  regulatioiis  estab- 
lished under  authority  of  the  statute  abof«  wj 
tioned,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  vWeh 
will  afford  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  practicatofwa* 
tion  of  the  system  as  it  now  exists  in  that  o^ua^^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe^t  sff- 
vant,  «  .5 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  thd'Tieasuy. 

Hon.  WiLLUS  P.  Mangdm, 
President  of  the  Seoaie. 


Dec.  I849L 
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Economy  and  Retrenchment  ^Mr.  Reynolds. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

-^  OF  ILLINOIS. 

H  the  ffotue  of  RepresenUUives,  Dec.  17,  1812— 
On  economy  and  retrenchment. 
Mr.  REYNOLDS  of  Illinois,  having  the  floor, 
said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  see  no  reason  to  induce  me 
to  become  so  warm  and  excited  on  this  subject,  as  I 
see  evinced  in  other  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
pan  in  the  discussion.  I  feel  as  cold  on  the  occa- 
SH)o  as  an  ice-house;  and  will  have  no  other  feel- 
ings in  the  case,  except  what  truth  and  justice  may 
inspire  me  with. 

The  question  before  the  commiuee  is,  to  strike 
oat  of  the  bill  under  consideration  $50,000  for  the 
sdrvejr  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  This 
appropriation  is  for  six  months  only;  and,  should 
It  not  be  stricken  out,  the'  same  sum  must  be  ap- 
propriated  for  the  other  six  months  of  the  year; 
making,  in  all,  $100,000  for  the  whole  year;  and  so 
on  until  the  work  i:s  completed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  consider  this  sum  not  of  itself 
so  vastly  important  to  the  public,  as  the  principle 
which  will  be  established  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  in  the  decision  of  this  quesiion. 
We  will  see  whether  the  promises  of  economy  and 
J^Kejchment,  made  so  frequently  to  the  public, 
i»ill  be  binding  on  the  Representatives  or  not.     « 

A  committee  was  raised  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  consisting  of  five  members,  to  inquire 
into  this  same  subject— the  survey  of  the  coast. 
This  committee  have  not  made  a  formal  report; 
bui  a  maioriiy  of  them  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Mr.  Hassler,  the  superintendent  of  the 
survey,  is  incapable  to  carry  on  the  wark.  This 
statement  has  given  to  the  discus^sion  a  deeper 
tincture  of  Mr.  tJassler  than  should,  in  my  opinion, 
figure  in  the  debate;  yet  his  peculiar  and  particu- 
lar friends  have  forced  him  to  occupy  such  an  ira- 
ponanl  and  prominent  position  in  relation  to  this 
work,  that,  in  order  to  arrest  the  appropriation,  we 
are  compelled  to  give  him  a  passing  notice. 

The  ardent  and  zealous  gentleman  [Mr.  J.  R 
iNGERflOLL  of  Philadelphia]  who  last  addressed  the 
committee,  seems  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hassler  has 
no  friends  on  this  floor.  If  the  gentleman  had 
^id  the  same  attention  to  his  own  efforts  for  Mr. 
Hassler  that  I  did,  he  would  have  witnessed  in 
himself  a  most  powerful  and  influential  friend  to 
the  old  gentleman. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  Mr.  Hassler  has 
no  enemies  in  this  House.  What  inducement 
cduld  exist  in  any  one's  breast  to  make  him  hostile 
U5  M  r.  Hasslerl  I  myself  feel  no  hostility  towards 
him;  and,  I  presume,others  entertain  as  friendly  feel- 
ing to  him  as  I  do.  A  majr)riiy  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  act- 
ing under  the  solemnities  of  an  oath,  have  con- 
cluded that  he  is  incapacitated  to  prosecute  the  sur- 
t-ey  of  the  coast.  This  is  not  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Mr.  Hassler,  to  gratify  private  feelings  of 
enmity  towards  him;  but  it  is  a  solemn  act  of  offi- 
cial du(y,performed  by  pan  ofthe  select  commiuee, 
a»  the  Representatives  of  the  people;  and,  as  such, 
most  and  will  have  a  most  powerful  influence  in 
the  ease  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

The  peculiar  friends  of  Mr.  Hassler  have  in 
such  an  efficient  manner  identified  and  dovetailed 
him  with  this  national  work,  that  some  might  sup- 
pose the  survey  could  not  go  on  without  him.  His 
fiiends  seem  to  think  that  he  and  the  work  are 
both  naiional,and,  like  the  Siamese  twins,  onedy  ing, 
the  other  cannot  live.  The  praise  and  eulogies 
heaped  on  him  with  such  unsparing  profusion,  will 
do  nim  an  injury.  •  Anything  that  is  not  natu- 
ral cannot  be  forced  to  return  a  permanent  ex- 
istence. And,  moreover,  it  is  an  indirect  re- 
proach and  censure  on  the  science  of  the  nation. 
That  no  other  person  in  this  Republic,  consisting  of 
Sffveuteeu  millions  of  people,  can  be  found  equal  to 
Mr.  Hassler  to  survey  the  coast,  is  a  proposition  so 
preposterous  and  absurd,  that  it  will  provoke  the 
densioD  of  the  people,  rather  than  their  belief.  It 
would  seem  that  this  vast  confederacy  must  wither 
and  decay,  if  Mr.  Hassler  were  removed  from  of- 
fice. 

Has  he  any  more  ri^ht  to  the  ofl3ce  than  any 
other  citizenl  The  office  does  not  belong  to  the 
incumbent,  but  to  the  people;  and  all  citizens  are 
equally  eligible.  This  is  the  perfection  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  No  one  has  a  fee-simple 
rifbt  in 'office;  and  although,  as  it  is  stated,  Mr. 
Hassler  has  been  fi  fly-six  years  in  office,  yet  this 
gives  to  him  no  more  right  to  office  than  another 
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individual}  and.  to  permit  him  to  retire,  will  attach 
to  him  neither  aisgiace  nor  criininality. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  see  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  that 
Mr.  Hassler  shoulu  be  continued  the  superintend- 
ent of  it.  The  survey  can  go  on,  in  my  opinion, 
better  without  him  than  with  him.  The  work  was 
commenced  in  Rhode  Island  nine  or  ten  years 
ago,  and  is  completed  not  far  bevund  the  Dela- 
ware bay.  At  this  rate,, it  will  oe  fifty  or  sixty 
years  before  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States 
is  surveyed,  and  will  cos-t  the  Government  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  dollars.  Is  this  economy, 
either  in  time  or  money'?  If  this  work  be  of  such 
great  utility  to  the  nation,  why  delay  it  for  fifty  or 
sixty  years? 

The  first  law  authorizing  the  survey  of  the 
roast  of  the  United  Slates,  was  passed  the  10th  of 
July,  1807;  and  the  work  was  almost  entirely  sus- 
pended until  1B3'2,  when  another  act  of  Congress 
was  passed  on  the  subject,  I  have  heard  of  bo  calam- 
ity or  disasters  visited  on  commerce  during  this 
long  period  of  twenty-five  years' suspension,  more 
than  we  experience  at  present.  And,  in  fact,  if 
the  work  were  suspended,  while  we  are  compelled 
to  carry  on  the  Government  by  borrowing  money, 
it  would  be  iustificd  by  three-fourths  of  the  people. 
It  is  said  this  work  is  a  magnificent  effort  of  sci- 
ence and  talent,  and  has  excited  the  admiration  of 
Europe;  and  that  it  is  an  honor  to  the  United  States 
and  Mr.  Hassler.  I  am  proud  of  this,  if  we  do 
rot  pay  too  much  for  the  whistle.  These  great 
and  scientific  works  ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  economy. 
•I  am  not  jhat  barbarian  who,  as  a  mailer  of 
course,  oppos*es  science  and  the  works  of  ait.  I  am 
proud  that  we  have  men  ot  science  and  works  of 
art  in  our  country.  They  add  greatly  to  the  honor 
and  happiness  of  the  people,  and  should  be  sus- 
tained, if  we  can  do  it  on  just  and  equitable  prin- 
ciples. And,  moreover,  I  am  not  opposed  to  this 
work  because  it  is  an  Atlantic  measure.  We  can- 
not, in  the  interior  of  this  vast  continent,  expect  a 
seacoast,  or  the  ?4upping  of  the  ocean  to  visit  us. 
We  are  benefited  by  foreign  commerce,  and  must 
bear  our  portion  of  the  expenses  of  it.  All  I  con- 
tend lor,  Mr.  Chairman,  is,  that  these  works  of 
national  improvement  shall  be  conducted  with 
economy,  and  with  equality  in  respect  of  all  the 
sections  and  various  interests  of  the  Union. 

An  act  of  Congress,  passed  14th  April,  1814. 
confined  the  appointment  of  all  officers  concerned 
in  this  coast  survey  to  the  navy.  This  act  was 
repealed.  I  would  repeal  the  repealing  act,  and 
confine  the  appointments  to  ttie  officers  of  the  army 
or  navy  of  the  United  Stales. 

It  is  a  well-known  and  deplorable  fact,  that  the 
United  States  sustain,  at  an  enormous  expense,  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  educating  officers  for  the  army.  Each 
cadet,  when  he  completes  his  education,  and  is 
ready  to  enter  the  army,  costs  ttie  Government 
six  thousand  dollars  for  his  education;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  Secieiary  of  War  of 
the  28th  January,  1831,  ihere  are  eighteen  cadets 
each  year,  whose  educati<»n  has  been  completed, 
more  than  there  are  offices  vacant  in  the  army. 
These  supernumerary  cadets  are  attached  to  the 
army,  and  receive  pay  as  officers. 

These  are  facts  jirbich  the  public  records  will  es- 
tablish, to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  who  will 
examine  them.  The  records  will  also  show  that 
thousands  and  thousands  of  the  public  money  have 
been  expended  to  sustain  the  academy  at  West 
Point,  so  that  scientific  and  talented  officers  might 
be  placed  in  the  command  of  our  armies.  The 
friends  of  the  academy  praise  and  eulogize  the  in- 
stitution for  the  profound  learning  and  the  variety 
of  useful  science  which  are  taught  in  it.  They 
claim  for  the  academy  the  great  honor  of  teaching 
the  sciencQ  of  mathematics  to  the  greatest  perfec- 
tion. This  is  the  science,  and  its  accessories,  that 
are  most  essentially  necessary  in  the  survey  of  the 
coast. 

I  would,  therefore,  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  would 
it  not  be  just  and  right  to  require  some  of  these  liie- 
rary  and  scientific  officers  to  make  the  survey  ot 
the  coast,  and  thereby  save  the  amount  of  money 
which  is  now  expended  on  it  under  the  present  sys- 
teml  The  friends  of  the  academy  dare  not  say 
that  the  officers  educated  in  that  institution  are  in- 
competent to  make  the  survey  of  the  coast.  These 
officers  are  intrusted  with  the  destinies  of  our 
armies.  The  glory,  the  honor,  and  the  character 
of  the  armyjare  in  their  bands.    And  can  it  be  said 


that  such  officers  are  incapable  to  survey  the  coastl 
If  they  are  incapable  for  the  performance  of 
this  work,  then  let  no  time  be  lost  in  extermina- 
ting the  institution,  and  in  having  the  least  and  last 
recollection  of  it  eradicated  from  our  minds.  The 
President,  in  his  late  message,  proclaims,  not  only 
to  this  nation,  but  to  all  nations,  "that  we  are  ex- 
empt from  domestic  convulsion,  and  at  peace  with 
all  the  world;"  so  that  the  officers  of  the  army  will 
have  sufficient  time  and  leisure  to  make  the  survey— 
and  particularly  those  cadets  who  have  been  edu- 
cated at  the  public  expense,  and  have  no  vacant 
offices  to  fill  in  the  army. 

We  See  that  the  engineer  corps  of  the  army  are 
intrusted  with  the  survey  and  estimates  of  the 
greatest  public  improvements  in  the  nation.  They 
superintend  ihe  work,  and  why  not  also  superin- 
tend the  coast  furveyl  The  Government  possess 
a  sufficient  supply  of  instruments  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary apparatus  to  execute  the  survey;  so  that 
the  work  could  be  carried  on  with  very  8mall  ad- 
ditional expense. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  individuals  may  con- 
sider it  inappropriate  for  the  officers^'of  the  army  to 
make  the  survty,  and  that  the  work  would  fall 
more  properly  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  1814 
'  provided  that  the  offieers  of  the  navy  should  pros- 
ecute the  work;  and  why  not  revive  the  same  lawl 
Will  any  one  deny  the  competency  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy  to  make  the  survey"?  Where  are  the 
naval  officers  on  earth  more  respected  or  more 
meriiorious,  not  only  for  their  courage  and  gal- 
lantry in  battle,  but  for  their  science  and  literature, 
than  those  of  the  United  States'?  Many  of  the^e 
officers  have  become  aged  and  experienced  in  the 
science  of  their  profession,  and  are,  therefore,  more 
competent,  in  ray  opinion,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  national  v/ork  than  any  other  class  of 
men.  An  experienced  and  scientific  officer  of  the 
navy,  whose  profession  has  caused  him,  during  a 
great  portion  of  his  lii>,to  obrerve,  with  care  and 
caution,  not  only  the  coast  and  shoals  of  the  United 
States,  but  also  many  other  coasls^  is  more  capa- 
ble, in  my  judgment,  than  any  other  person,  to 
superintend  this  work.  This  naval  officer  must, 
of  necessity,  be  a  man  of  science  and  literature, 
and  particularly  and  profoundly  versed  in  the  ma- 
thematics and  all  its  various  branches.  He  must, 
also,  have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the 
instruments  and  apparatus  necessary  to  execute  a 
survey,  and  must  be  more  competent  than  any  ^ 
landsman  can  be,  to  sound  the  coast,  ascertain  the  • 
shoals,  and  mark  them  on  the  chart.  The  wise 
and  the  foolish,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned 
would,  in  my  opinion,  at  once  agree  that  this  work 
should  be  conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  navy. 

There  is  a  superabundance,  and,  in  fact,  a  re- 
dundancy of  these  officers  in  the  pay  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  doing  nothing,  and  "at  peace  with 
all  the  world:"  why  not  have  the  services  of  some 
of  them  in  the  execution  of  this  work? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  justified  in  the  conclusion 
that  the  naval  officers  are  fully  competent  to  super- 
intend this  work,  by  the  faci  that  an  officer  of  the 
navy  made  and  executed  in  a  practical,  and  also  in 
a  scientific  manner,  the  survey  of  Lake  Ontario; 
and  the  commerce  on  the  lake  has  suffered  no  in- 
jury by  the  work  not  being  properly  and  scientifi- 
cally performed.  The  charts  made  by  the  officer 
have  regulated  the  navigation  of  the  lake  in  such 
manner,  that  we  hear  "of  no  complaints  for  the 
want  of  a  proper  and  correct  survey  of  the  coasts 
Therefore,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
either  the  officers  of  the  engineer  corps  of  the  army, 
or  the  officers  of  the  navy,  are  fully  competent  to 
execute  the  survey  of  ihe  coast,  and  make  all  the 
charts  that  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce. 

This  policy  being  adopted,  a  vast  sum  of  money 
will  be  saved  to  the  public.  I  rcceived'An  official 
note  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
in  which  it  is  stated,  that  from  the  year  1808  to 
the  present  time,  the  sum  of  S786,730  28  has 
been  paid  for  the  survey  of  the  coast. 

Mr.  Chairman,  within  a  very  short  time,  important 
and  essential  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  coun- 
try. Extravagance  and  speculation  have  passed 
away,  and  the  sober  realities  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy have  taken  possession  of  the  people.  The  ex- 
cess of  a  spurious  paper  circulation  has  ceased  to 
exist,  and  a  more  permanent  and  solid  currency 
has  taken  itS  place.  The  banks,  and  their  fraudu- 
lent promises,  were  the  greatest  calamity  ever  ioflicr- 
ed  on  the  country.    They  excited  the  people  to 
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speculatioD,  extravagance,  and  ruin;  and  have 
themselvey,  ("i^ny  of  them,)  in  turn,  broke,  and  be- 
come loathsome  nuisances  in  the  community.  Noth- 
ing on  earth  is  more  filthy  and  disgusting  than  the 
fraudulent  remains  of  a  broken  bank.  The  peo- 
ple turn  from  them  with  the  same  disgust  as  they 
would  from  a  deadly  pestilence;  they  have  left  the 
banks,  and  are  now  depending  on  God  and  them- 
selves for  support.  They  have  turned  their  minds 
and  their  bodies  to  industry  and  economy;  and  the 
country  commences  to  enjoy  that  prosperity  and 
happiness  that  will  always  ailend  virtuous  industry 
and  economy.  The  habits  and  pursuits  of  the  peo- 
ple have  changed;  and  why  not  change,  also,  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  to  correspond  with  this  pru- 
dence and  economyl  The  Government  should  be 
the  shadow  and  image  of  the  people;  and,  I  pre- 
sume, it  will  not  be  couhidered  any  disparagement 
of  members  to  say  that  we  are  the  public  servants 
of  the  people,  and  ought  to  do  their  will.  Can 
any  one,  no  matter  how  careless  he  may  be  of 
public  opinion,  mistake  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple on  this  subject,  and  believe  that  they  will 
sanction  any  wild  or  prodigal  appropriation  of  the 
public  moneyl  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  circu- 
lation of  money,  and  particularly  in  the  Western 
country,  is  extremely  limited;  and,  of  course,  the 
price  of  property  uncommonly  low.  All  these 
considerations  will  compel  the  Representatives  ol 
the  people  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  and  force  the 
cj^penduures  of  the  public  money  to  the  very  low- 
est point  on  which  the  Government  can  be  justly 
anci  properly  administered. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  clearly  satisfied  that  the 
whole  machinery  of  the  Government  can  be  car- 
ried on  yearly  for  the  sum  of  eighteen  millions  of 
dollars.  Then,  in  truth,  we  would  have  a  wise 
and  economical  administration  of  iheGrovernmeni. 
The  last  years  of  the  Democratic  Admiuistralions 
of  the  Government  were  verging  to  this  sum,  al- 
though millions  were  expended  on  the  Florida  war, 
whicn  is  now  closed  Pa  rticularly  the  army  and  na- 
vy should  be  reduced;  and  all  expenditures  curtailed 
in  such  manner  that  the  appropriations  should  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  exceed  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollais. 

The  scanty  circulation  of  money  in  the  country, 
in  comparison  to  the  superabundance  in  1836,  and, 
the  important  changes  in  the  sentiments  and  habits 
of  the  people— from  prodigality  and  extravagance 
to  industry  and  economy — imperiously  demand  of 
their  Representatives  a  corresponding  change  in 
jhe  administration  of  the  Grovernment. 

It  requires  an  effort  to  reduce  the;  expenditures 
of  the  Government;  but  such  effort  and  such  re- 
duction are  confidently  anticipated  by  the  people. 

It  is  in  the  House  of  Representatives  where  peo- 
ple should  expect  relief  from  these  extravagant 
appropriations  of  money.  The  people  have  more 
intimate  connexion  with  the  House  than  any  other 
department  of  Government.  The  Representatives 
are  elected  every  two  years,  and  therefore  have  a 
common  feeling  and  identity  with  their  constitu- 
ents. It  is  not  so  with  the  Senate.  The  Senators 
are  elected  for  six  years,  and  then  not  by  the  peo- 
ple. Therefore,  neither  in  theory  nor  in  practice 
with  the  Senate,  as  far  as  I  have  observed  them  to 
act,  need  the  people  look  to  them,  as  a  body,  for 
relief  from  extravagance.  In  fact,  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  commits  all  these  money 
matters  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  it  is 
on  them  that  the  responsibility  mainly  rests  in 
making  these  extravagant  appropriations  of  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  need  only  mention  the  fact, 
thrft  every  member,  as  far  as  I  understand  the  sub- 
ject, is  pledged  to  his  constituents  to  observe  econ- 
omy in  the  expenses  of  the  Grovernment.  This  sub- 
ject has  been  the  great  bone  of  contention  between 
the  contending  political  parlies  for  years  past;  and 
I  take  it  to  be  true,  that  both  parties,  and  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  each  party,  are  solemnly  pledged, 
•  before  God  and  man,  to  observe  economy  in  all 
things,  and  to  prosecute,  with  zeal  and  efficiency, 
every  reform  and  retrenchment  in  Government 
that  is  proper  to  be  made.  Every  member  of  this 
committee  can  probe  his  own  heart,  and  see  if  I 
am  not  reviving  in  his  mind  the  recollections  of  the 
pledges  he  made  to  his  constituents. 

Although  the  sum  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  is 
^  but  small,  yet  the  decision  will  be  important,  to  test 
'  the  disposition  of  this  House  on  economy  and  re- 
trenchment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  consideration 
which  has  a  powerful  influence  on  me  in  opposing 
this   appropriation.     I  believe  that  the  good  of 


the  public  requires  a  different  location  to  be  given 
to  it.  The  officers  of  the  Government  may  be 
required  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  coast;  and 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  work 
be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  Western 
rivers— or  the  national  road,  if  you  please.  I  con- 
^der  it  an  act  of  the  greatest  economy  to  appro- 
T)riate  money  for  the  essential  and  necessary  na- 
tional improvements  of  the  country.  Suppose,  for 
the  sake  of  example,  that  a  few  thousand  dollars 
applied  to  the  removing  of  the  snags  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi would  save  millions  to  the  people:  would 
not  this  be  economy^  Money  n^ay  be  expended 
so  as  to  advance  the  most  essential  principles  of 
economy. 

1  would  only  mention  some  of  the  improvements 
that  ought  not  to  be  neglected  any  longer.  The 
completion  of  the  national  road  to  Alton,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  would  be  an  improvement  of 
much  more  benefit  to  the  public  than  the  survey 
of  the  coast.  This  great  national  work  has  been 
commenced  by  the  Government,  and  the  high  ex- 
pectations raised  among  the  people  should  be  re- 
alized by  completing  the  road  to  Alton. 

One  other  important  and  essential  improvement, 
is^the  purchase,  by  the  Government,  of  the  private 
stock  in  the  Louisvillejand  Ponland  canal,  in  Ken- 
lucky,  and  making  it  free.  There  is  no  improve- 
ment on  all  the  length  of  one  thousand  miles  ot 
the  Ohio  river,  so  essential  and  necessary  as  the 
free  navigation  of  this  canal.  Although  it  is 
only  three  miles  in  length,  yet  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional work.  I  need  not  inform  the  members  of 
this  committee  of  the  extent  of  navigation  which 
the  falls  of  Ohio  obstruct.  The  great  and  increas- 
mg  population  in  the  West,  that  is  ipterested  iik 
the  removal  of  this  obstruction,  is  greater  than 
is  generally  known.  All  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, amounting  to  six  millions  of  people,  or  up- 
wards, are  more  or  less  directly  interested  in  this 
improvement.  The  importance  of  this  work,  and 
the  interest  the  people  feel  in  it,  ought  to  attract  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  it,  and  cause  them  to  pur- 
chase the  stock,  and  make  the  canal  free  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  most  important  national 
work  in  all  the  West  is  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  My  congressional  district  bor- 
ders on  tne  Mississippi;  and  that  part  of  the  river 
which  has  acquired  for  itself,  by  the  destruction  of 
such  a  number  *  of  boats,  the  name  of  the  "boat 
grave-yard,"  is  located  in  my  district.  So,  I  con- 
sider it  my  imperious  duty  to  urge  this  subject  re- 
spectfully on  the  consideration  of  Congress.  And 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  if  Congress 
will  give  the  subject  their  deliberate  con.«ideration, 
a  large  appropriation  will  be  made  to  remove  the 
snags  from  this  river. 

I  nave  no  doubt  there  is  more  wealth  floated 
on  the  Mississippi  than  any  other  riy«r  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  commerce  is  increasing  on  it 
every  year.  This  will  be  readily  conceded,  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  fertility  and  extent 
of  the  country  which  this  river  and  its  tributaries 
water.  The  variety  of  climate,  and  the  extreme 
productiveness  of  the  soil,  together  with  the  energy 
and  industry  with  which  this  region  of  country  is 
cultivated,  furnish  more  surplus  for  exportation 
than  any  other  section  of  the  Union.  There  were 
navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  in 
1840,  437  steamboats;  and  more  ihan  two  hundred 
millions  worth  of  property  was  shipped  yearly  on 
the  Western  waters. 

I  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  great 
amount  of  property  that  is  exposed  every  year, 
and  every  day,  to  tne  uncertainty  of  the  navigation 
o:  these  Western  waters.  It  is  more  than  any  one, 
who  does  not  see  it,  could  scarcely  believe;  ana 
the  losses  and  destruction  of  steamboats  are  also 
almost  incredible.  Although  I  reside  not  far  fiom 
the  scene  of  destruction,  and  hear  much  on  the  sub- 
ject, yet  I  was  astonished  to  see  on  the  Mississippi, 
for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  up  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  such  ntunerotts  hulls  and  wrecks  of  the  finest 
steamboats  that  navigated  the  Western  waters.  I 
saw  and  heard  of  such  destrnction  of  properly,  and 
saw,  myself,  the  remains  of  so  many  ol  the  most 
splendid  and  costly  steamboats,  that  I  consider  it 
my  solemn  duty  to  state  these  facts  to  the  commit- 
tee. And  1  am  confident,  if ihemembers  ofthe  com- 
mittee had  seen  this  ruin  and  loss  of  property,  as  I 
did,  that  they  would  not  hesitate  one  moment  to 
make  a  liberal  appropriation  to  improve  the  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  exhibit  a  statement  of 
facts,  which  I  have  no  doubt  are  correct.    Even 


this  short  epitome  of  cases  will  give  sume  toft, 
idea  of  the  realities : 

"Westbrm  NAVIGATION.— The  following  factfl  for  tkc coifli 
erailoo  of  Congress  are  furnished  in  a  report,  matte  bj  a  coK' 
raiuee-at  a  public  meeting  it)  01.  Looisii  in  Cm  aatoieofase' 
inorial  to  Coogreei}:  The  nuoibet  of  steamboais  took  u  te 
Missiwippi  and  Mififouri  rivera,  io  the  year  1839,  was  forty;  h 
1840,  forty  ooe;  in  1841,  twenty -nine;  and  in  the  preMoc  jtm^ 
twenty  eigtiC  The  azgresale  value  of  these  tKiats  aad  (Mr 
cacgoes  was  SSteiOiOOO;  and^  in  addition,  tbe  repairs  of  dsnagH 
by  soacs,  where  the  boats  have  not  beeo  sank,  have  avcnfad 
•40,000  per  year.  Between  the  1 1th  of  aeptenber  sod  \36kii 
October,  (less  than  Ave  weeks,)  eight  fine  boais,  vitbdwiraf- 
ffoes,  weie  sunic  between  8t.  Louis  and  the  moath  of  tke  €1^ 
The  a'-erejnite  of  the  loss  by  the  sinking  of  these  elgjh'  '^-'^ 
was  •234,000." 

"i^TBAHBOAT  OI8ASTRRS.— TheslcainboatSai^te|»  VBii 
in  the  MissiMipp)  last  week.  Passengers  and  Ikaggbge  WKni; 
boat  and  cargo  lost.  The  Pairicic  Ilenry  was  magfeed  cor 
Memphis— no  lives  lost.  The  Boston  was  also  soagged  scar 
the  same  place,  and  much  of  her  qiurxo  lost^ — aboiK  SHMp 
worth.  The  Fame  stove.  The  Scioio  Belle  sDagged and  ma 
injured.  The  steamboat  Riaito  was  snagged  aboai  (him  vSm 
I rom  Little  Rock,  and  sank;  boat  lost^  and  cargo  moch  dus- 
aged." 

I  would  a.sk  any  man,  had  these  losses  of  Ixttts  uj 
properly,  to  the  amouDt  of  $3,540,000  within  foor 
years,  occurred  on  the  Hudson  river,  becwcea 
New  York  and  Albany,  if  the  forty  Keprcsemt- 
lives  of  the  Empire  Stale  would  not  have  had  tp- 
propriation  after  appropriation  lo  improre  the 
Hudson'?  The  jus? ice  and  propriety  of  the  in- 
provementare  the  same,  whether  in  theHadsooor 
the  Mississippi;  and,  if  any  diflference,  it  is  more 
just  to  improve  the  Mississippi,  becaase  there  is 
more  commerce  on  it  than  on  the  Hodsoo.    The 

Eeople  in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  were  injured 
y  a  fire  in  1^6,  were  relieved  by  Ck^ngress;  and 
why  not  relieve  ihe  people  of  the  Mississippi  val- 
ley from  these  losses,  as  well  as  in  other  scciioBS 
of  the  Unioni 

I  would  compare  the  necessity  and  milityofthc 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Hasslersnr- 
vey  of  ihe  coast.  No  one  says  there  wonld  be  any 
loss  of  property  or  life  incurred  by  the  delay  ftilr 
a  while  to  survey  the  coast;  and  it  will  not,  on^ 
the  Hassler  administration,  be  completed  in  lesstbaa 
fifty  or  sixty  years;  so  that  several  gene  rations  vilt 
pass  away  before  the  country  will  experience  the 
fnirbeneiit  of  the  work.  The  Mississippi,  of  tB 
the  rivers  in  tbe  Union,  is  the  easiest  imjpTored. 
A  small  sum  will  remove  almost  all  the  snags 
which  have  caused  the  losses,  and  improve. 
upper  and  lower  rapids  on  that  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  conclusion  is,  that, on  the  strict- 
est principles  of  economy,  the  appropriation  for  ihe 
survey  oiihe  coast  should  be  applied  for  the  im- 
provements in  the  'West,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Government  should  prosecute  the  survey  of  ihs 
coast  without  expense  to  the  nation. 

Note. — The  appropriation  was  strickoi  oaL 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  PAYNE, 

OF  AL/^BaMA. 

In  ihe  House  of  RepreiCTUalives^  December  90^  1849-* 

On  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  bankntpt  law  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  PAYNE, of  Alabama,  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Speaker:  When  the  bill  estabUsJihig  t 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  was  under  coDsi£n- 
tion,  I  had  strong  objections  to  the  passage  of  Us 
measure.  As  I  was  prevented  from  stating  those 
objections  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  tha,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  do  so 
now. 

One  objection,  which  operated  upon  my  mbd, 
was  the  reiroaUive  feature  of  that  law.  Had  it  beat 
prospective  in  its  operation,  and  conforaiahle  ia 
other  respects  to  the  Constitution,  it  woald  hafB 
received  my  support;  nor  would  I  now  oppc^e  a 
permanent  .system  of  bankruptcy  fte&d  from  the 
odious  objections  lo  which  the  present  one  fstiaUe. 
That  a  bankrupt  law,  freed  from  those  obfeotioBS, 
could  not  have  passed  then,  we  all  kcow;  cou^ 
quently,  we  were  forced  to  vote  upon  tbe  ktw  is 
it  now  is,  with  all  its  imperfectifMSs.  I  baHered 
then,  and  I  believe  now,  that  Congress  ins  sot 
the  power  to  pass  any  law  which  is^  retromelife 
in  ius operation.  Nor  will  it  be  pretendedihillt 
belongs  to  the  legitimate  powers  of  this  Gtoveramt 
to  pass  a  law  impairing  the  obligation  of^aotradiQ 
yet,  this  famous  baoknipt  law  was  rrtroydSltii 
its  operations,'  and  did  impair  the  obU^^ttfOft  tf 
contracts,  by  releasing  the  debtor  froAtfat  ptywat 
of  his  debts  without  the  eonsent  of  hit-dcdlDC 
Another  objection  which  1  had  to  the  lav, 
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lo  not  say,  sir,  that  such  ought  to  be  the  decision. 
;  do  not  say  that  it  would  be  a  fair  aud  honest  intei^ 
>retatioD  of  the  article.  But  I  do  say,  there  is 
nuHigb  in  it  lo  cavil  about — enough  to  afford  thb 
Snglish  Government  a  plausible  pretext  for  doing 
hat  which  they  are  now  doipg  without  a  pretext.* 

*Tbe  followlpc  accouoi.given  by  the  notorious  Tappan,  of  a 
onferencA  which  took  place  between  Lord  Ashbtinon  and  a 
!Oinniiueet)ftbe  Am«i1ean  and  Foreign  Anii>8la\ery  Society, 
hocUy  altar  tba  ratification  of  the  treaty,  appeared  in  Ute  New 
fork  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  I2ih  ttopiembcr  laai.  If  we 
an  credit  this  aUiernent(I  admit  of  doubtful  authenticity)  we 
ia.ve  already  a  cominentarv  on  this  articje  of  ihe  treaty  by 
he  miniater  who  negotiated  it,  declaring,  not  only  that  it  doea 
lOi  apply  to  caaes  Itlce  the  Creole,  but  that,  in  framing  the  trea* 
f ,  sreat  care  had  been  taken  to  prevent  anv  8uch  application. 
rerer  to  this  publication  here,  not  only  as  furnishing  some  in- 
ricacion  of  bis  Lordship's  views  on  this  sobjoct,  but  espeei- 
llj  a«  an  evidence  of  the  connexion  which  exieta  between 
h«  AbolitioDiata  of  this  country  and  the  Government  of 
3rea.t  Britain.  How  diaeaaed  must  be  the  state  of  public 
pinion  in  a  community  which  can  tolerate,  within  Its  bosom, 
oreigit  aocietiea  formed  foi  the  avowea  purpoee  of  war. 
Mc  Af  atnst  the  fundamental  ipatitutiona  of  the  connti^^  and 
o«a  ooc  cover  with  universal  opprobrium  American  citizens 
vfao  publicly  apply  to  the  ambanador  of  a  foreign  nation  to 
iroteei  thera  against  the  acts  of  their  own  Governoftent. 

**ABOi.iTioif  MoBALiTY.— We  find  in  the  Journal  of  Com- 
aerce  ilie  following  gioas  attack  upon  the,  Aonor  and  Aoit««ry 
•f  Lord  Ashburtoo: 

**^Ve  have  bereio/bre  alluded  to  the  /act,  that  the  AboUtionitts 
lave  openly  recommended  slaves  to  tteal  from  their  masters 
rhaaever  it  would  aid  them  in  efiecting  their  escape;  and  now 
^wi0  Tkppan  would  have  the  world  believe  ttiat  Lord  Ash- 
tnrtoB  appr9V9»  of  such  advice ! 

*  la  law,  the  receiver  of  stolen  goods  is  as  ciiroinal  as  the  thief; 
md  in  noorala,  all  must  agree  that  the  person  who  can  de- 
ibermtaly  advise  a  human  being  to  set  at  naught  the  laws  of 
}od  and  mail,  and  justify— nay,  urge — his  •tealing^  would  him- 
eif  tie  guilty  of  th€ft  when  an  opportuoity  olfered.  ^Thou 
halt  not  »teaP  ia  one  of  God*s  commandments;  and  he  who 
tdv  ime9  hit  fellow-being  to  violate  it.  would  undoubtedly  vio« 
aaa  it  hioiself  if  secure  from  punishroeni. 

^Andyai,  because  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  and  sonte  of  his  asso- 
lat^  are  willing  to  advise  others  to  sfeoZ,  these  honest  and 
•lOtTB  geatlemeo  infer  that  Lord  Ashburtun  would  give  simi- 
ar  advice!  In  other  wortb,  they  in  faa  publish  his  Lordship 
m  a  THiMF. 

^*L«ei  the  reader  peruse  the  following,  and  form  hisfown 
>p  in  ioQ  of  Mr.  Tappan  and  his  honest  and  religious  associ- 
ittm.**—£d,  Omr.  and  Enq. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
INTERVIEW  WITH  LORD  ASHBURTON. 

Xlae  Bxacutiva  Committee  of  the  Amsriean  and  Fonign 
%.m^- Slavery  Socitift  apprehending  ttiat  the  tenth  article  of 
be  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  British  miniater  and 
Nir  Oovemmeni,  might  be  used  to  the  injury  of  fugitive  slaves 
wes^MOg  into  Canada,  appointed  a  depuution  to  solicit  an  in- 
erv^sew  woh  Lord  Asahurtoo  just  before  his  departure  for 
Sneland,  to  lay  before  him  facts  in  relation  to  thesubieci, 
rbich  might  be  communicated  to  his  Government.  He  very 
estdily  complied  with  the  request,  and  appointed  10  o'clock 
u  on.  Septenbar  dd,  for  the  interview,  at  hie  lodgings  at  the 
Lscor  House.  The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  S.  S.  Joce- 
yn,  Leonard  Gibbs,Le  Roy  Sunderland,  and  Lewis  Tappan. 
Hr.  derrit  Smith  being  present,  was  invited  to  accompany  the 
lelesatkm.  The  delegation  waa  courteously  reeeivea  by  Mr. 
AiUSmmy,  secretary  of  the  special  roiasiou  of  her  Britannic 
iLxjeaty,  and  by  him  presented  to  Lord  Ashbunon,  who  invited 
hem  to  be  seated,  expressed  much  satisfaction  at  seeing  them, 
ind  encertd  into  a  frank  and  full  conversation  on  the  subject 
DC  vrliicli  the  interview  was  requested.  The  delegation,  after 
;of^raiulating  the  British  envoy  on  the  successful  termination 
if  bis  init*8ion,  ihformed  him  of  the  particulars  of  the  case  of 
««!aon  Hackett,  a  slave  who  fied  from  Arkansas  to  Canada, 
rhere  his  pursuers  orettook  him,  had  him  arrested  on  a  charge 
,i  anealifig  a  coat,  gold- watch,  and  horae  of  his  roaster.  Hackeu 
rae  imi^naoned,  and  meantime  a  grand  jury  in  Arkansas  in- 
licced  him.  A  demand  was  forwarded  from  the  Governor  of 
krkanaaato  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  for  his  snrren* 
t#r.  Sir  (Xiarlaa  Bagot  complied,  and  Hackett  waa  taken  back 
o  Avkaaaaa  The  delegation  stated  to  Lord  Ashburton  their 
ppreheosions  that  such  a  course  occurring  without  any  treaty 
tiptilatioo,  there  was  great  cause  of  apprehension  that,  under 
be  ttuath  artictool' the  treaty,  which  provides  for  the  mutual 
arreodar  of  all  persona  charged  with  ceruin  specified  Crimea, 
M>  fu^iva  slave  would.he  sale  in  Canada,  when  it  ia  notorious 
hat  slaveholders  allege  crimes  against  fugitive  slaves  aa  one 
iXT>ed>ent  for  their  reclamation. 

Lord  Aahbortan  went  Into  an  explanation  of  the  10th  article, 
jmI  meacion»dseveralfiarticttlarsof  the  diacus^on  that  took 
»lAce,  bocb  on  that  topic  and  others  relating  to  slaves.  He  said 
tiat  it  -vraa  very  desiiable  to  have  an  article  in  the  treaty  to 
acet  cstmem  similar  to  that  of  Holmes,  who  ied  from  Canada 
nco  Vecmeot,  and  the  cases  that  would  frequently  ari0e,con> 
iderio^  the  extent  of  the  boidering  lines,  and  the  temptation  for 
riminala  to  floe  across  the  lines  in  hope  of  securing  themselves 
rom  arreat  and  punishment.  The  Governor  of  Canada  waa 
nxitooa  that  desmrtersshould be  included;  but  as  Lord  A.  learned 
I»a4  a  claim  would  be  put  in  for  the  delivering  op  of  fugitive 
Lavea,  be  abandoned  the  question  of  deserters  from  her  wtian 
ic  Majeaty's  posscations.  He  was  also  very  deeimus  to  secure 
lie  deltrery  of  mutineers;  but  did  not  press  it,  lest  it  should 
nvolTe,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  the  delivery  of  slaves 
ttuated  aa  were  those  on  board  the  Creole.  With  regard  to  the 
a^e  of  tl>e  slave  Hackett,  he  dlQ  not  know  all  the  facts,  sir 
"harlea  Bagot  was  known  to  himj  and  he  did  not  believe  he 
rould  do  anything  intentionally  wrong.  But  he  had  jupt  en- 
Bred  upon  hiadoiiea,and  waa  probably  desirous,  atthatjunc* 
are,  or  promoting  good  feeling  with  his  great  neighbor.  The 
act  that  the  alave  had  taken  his  master's  watch,  was  a  circum- 
ranee  that  psobably  wentagainst  him.  "Uail  he  only  taken  the 
iormm,**  aaioLord  A.,  (looking  at  Gerrit  Smith,  significantly, 
ttou^h  he  could  not  be  supposed  ever  to  have  read  the  advice 
f  that  centleman  to  fugitive  slaves,)  **he  would  not  probably 
ave  been  anrrendered;  Tor  vou  know  the  horse  was  necessary 
jT  hia  aaeape."  -  Lord  A.  aafd  that,  io  framiog  the  lOth  article, 


Some  genllenieD,  I  know,  although,  Tike  myself, 
they  do  not  entirely  approve  this  treaty,  are  yet 
willing  lo  vote  for  it  as  the  price  of  peace.  How- 
ever anxious  I  may  be  to  preserve  peace,  I  am  not 
willing  to  purchase  it.  1  diner  from  them,  moreover. 
I  do  not  believe  any  peace  will  be  permanent,  as 
long  as  this  agltaling  subject  remains  unsettled. 
England  has  told  you  that  the  door  of  negotiation  on 
this  subject  is  closed.  It  will  never  be  re-opened, 
except  at  the  point  of  the  bUyonet.  If  you  w^e  to 
go  to  war  now,  it  would  be  the  war  or  the  whole 
country.  From  the  banks  of  the  Penobscot  to  the 
Mississippi,  we  would  present  an  unbroken  front. 
But.  once  separate  these  questions ;  let  the  North  set- 
tle tnose  in  which  she  is  more  immediately  inter- 
ested, and  leave  the  South  alone  with  its  wrongs 
unredressed ;  and  you  increase  the  chances  of  war, 
while  you  diminish  those  of  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion. Your  forbearance  now  will  only  increase 
the  insolence  of  Great  Britain,  and  encourage  the 
repetition  of  outrages  like  those  of  the  Uermosa 
and  the  Creole.  She  will  unfurl  the  banner  of  ab- 
olition still  more  conspicuously  before  the  eyes  of 
your  slaves.  She  will  accustom  them  to  consider 
her  as  their  benefactres.s,  the  champion  of  their 
rights,  the  avenger  of  their  wrongs;  and  when 
war  does  come — as  come  it  will— she  may  then  hope 
to  realize  her  threat  ot  being  welcomed  oy  them  as 
a  deliverer,  and  her  flag,  wherever  it  appears,  be- 
coming the  signal  of  servile  insurrection. 
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great  care  had  been  taken  that  inferior  magistrate  in  Canada 
should  have  no  authority  to  surrender  fugitives,  as  had  been 
urged  by  the  other  party;  and  that  only  *fae  Governor  himself 
could  pel  form  an  act  of  sogreat  importance.  Great  care  would 
be  taken,  he  bad  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  innocent;  and  that  the 
taking  of  any  article  necessary  to  eflect  an  escape  would  not 
he  consideied  felonious.  If,  said  he.  the  operation  of  the  lOth 
article  prove  iujurious,  he  had  no  doubt  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  put  an  end  to  it,  agreeably  to  another  pro- 
visioo  of  the  treaty,  vis:  "The  )Oth  article  shall  continue  in 
force  until  one  or  the  other  party  shall  signify  its  wish  to  ter* 
minale  it,  and  no  longer." 

Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  when  the  delegation  came  to  read 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Webster,  they  w^uld  see  that  be 
had  taken  all  possible  care  to  prevent  any  injury  being  dooe  lo 
the  people  of  color;  that,  if  he  had  even  been  willing  to  intro- 
duce an  article  including  cases  sinriilar  to  that  of  the  Creole,  his 
Government  would  never  have  ratified  It,  aa  they  will  adhere 
to  the  great  principles  they  have  ao  long  avowed  and  main- 
Uiined;  and  that  the  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  be 
very  watch f\il  to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under 
the  tenth  article. 

The  delegation  now  rose,  and,  afler  thanking  Lord  Ashburton 
for  the  candid  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had  received 
their  communications,  and  answered  their  inquiries— wishing 
the  divine  blessing  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  perpetuaUng 
peace  between  the  respective  countries,  and  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  oppressed,  and  a  safe  and  speedy  return  to  hu  na- 
tive land— took  iheir  leave,  highly  gratified  with  the  courtesy, 
fiankness,  intelligence,  and  philanthropy  of  this  distinguished 
nobleman.  Believing  the  above  statement  will  be  interesting 
to  your  readers,  especially  to  those  who  labor  and  piav  for  the 
slave— ibr  the  poor  fugitive,  particularly— that  it  will  tend  to 
quiet  the  fears  of  the  twelve  thousand  colored  inhabitants  ol 
Canada,  most  of  whom  have  fled  from  Southern  slavery,  and 
their  numerous  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  line;  and  that  there 
will  be  found  an  additional  occasion  for  the  thankfulness  to 
God,  that  he  has,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  American 
and  Britisli  miriiiiters,  brought  about  a  peace  that  wilt,  it  ia 
hoped,  he  lasting.    1  remain,  very  respectfuUv,  yours, 

LEWld  TAPPAN. 


the  national  question,  to -inquire  by  whom  the  treaty 
had  beeii  negotiated,  or  whose  name  stood  sub- 
scribed to  it.  They  have  looked  to  the  treaty  in 
itself,  isolated  from  every  invidious  reference  to 
persons  or  parties;  and  have  pronounced  upon  its 
acceptance  or  rejection  as,  in  their  best  judgment, 
the  interests  and  honor  of  the  nation  demand. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  embrace  three  dis- 
tinct (Ejects:  an  exact  and  permanent  definition  of 
the  boundaries,  where  they  nad  been  the  subject  of 
doubt  or  dispute,  between  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; a  plan  of  co-operation  for  the  more  effectual 
suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade;  and  an 
agreement  for  the  mutual  surrender,  in  certain 
cases,  of  criminals  fugitive  from  j^ice.  The 
first  of  these  objects,  from  its  intimate  i;(^exion 
with  the  tranquiUity  of  the  frontier,  and  the^eace 
of  the  two  countries— on  several  recent  occ&^tms  ' 
exposed  to  imminent  hazard  of  interruption,  ftotk 
intrusions  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  the  conflfet- 
ing  jurisdictions  exercisckl  over  it — natuililly  occu- 
pies the  foreground  of  the  treaty. 

The  merits  of  the  controversy  respecting*  our 
Northeastern  boundary,  and  the  respective  claims 
and  arguments  of  the  two  parties  in  regard  to  it, 
are  too  well  known  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  R.,)to 
retiuire  any  recapitulation  of  them  at  my^  bands; 
A  fcrief  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  controversy, 
however,  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Sei^te  to 
comprehend  the  positfon  of  the  question  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  negotiations  which  terminated  in 
this  treaty  were  entered  upon. 

The  second  article  ot  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  of  17B3,  describes  the  Northeastern  boancnry 
of  the  United  States  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  wit :  that  angle 
whieh  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands; 
along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  northwestern  most  bead  of  Connecticut  river;" 
and  then,  pursuing  the  description  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  Slates  around  their  whole  terri- 
tory, on  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south,  it  re- 
turns to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Maine  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "  East  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth, 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  source;  and  from  its 
source,  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands, 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  Si .  Law- 
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Mr.  RIVES  said  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Rflations,  to  which  the  treaty  had  been  referred, 
not  having  been  able,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed  by  the  now  advanced  stage  of  the  session, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  early  action  on  the 
subject,  to  make  a  formal  and  written  report,  it  de- 
volved on  him,  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  to 
state  the  views  and  considerations  by  which  the 
committee  had  been  influenced,  in  recommending 
to  the  Senate  to  give  the  constitutional  sanction  of 
their  "advice  and  consent"  to  its  ratification.  He 
begged  leave  to  say,  in  the  outset,  that,  in  forming 
their  judgment  on  the  grave  question  submitted  to 
them,  the  committee  had  felt  tnemselves  bound,  by 
the  most  solemn  of  all  obligations,  to  discard  from 
their  minds  every  consideration  but  such  as  apper- 
tained to  the  true  inlerest  and  honor  of  their  coun- 
try. They  had  fell  that  it  would  be  to  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  thera  by  the  Senate,  and  to  show 
themselves  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try, if  they  could,  for  a  mometii,  permit  themselves, 
in  pursuit  of  party  objects,  or  under  the  Influence  of 
peT8<»uil  or  poIitKal  prejudices,  to  tarn  aside  from 
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Nothing  could  afford  a  more  striking  evidence 
of  the  extremely  defective  knowledge  of  the  geog- 
raphy of  the  country  in  question,  which  existed  at 
the  time  of  the  signature  of  ih?  treaty  of  peace, 
than  the  fact,  that,  in  the  very  first  y^ar  succeeding 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  a  seri'#(is  controversy 
arose  between  the  high  contracting  parties  as  to 
which  was  this  river  St.  CroiXy  here*  rrlled  for  as 
a  natural  boundary  between  their  adjaoem  posses- 
sions. There  were  three  rivers  emptying  them- 
selves into  Passamaquoddy  bav,  a  pari  of  the  Ba/p 
of  Fundy ^  (as  it  was  subsequently  formally  declared 
to  be,*)  each  one  of  which,  it  seemed,  had,  some 
time  or  other,  passed  under  the  name  of  the  St. 
Croix.  This  territorial  comedy  of  errors^  like  all  other 
questions  of  disputed  boimdary,  was,  on  several 
occasions,  near  producing  tragical  results,  by  em- 
broiling the  authorities  and  population  adjacent  to 
the  controverted  limits.  The  most  eastern  river 
was  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  the  true  St. 
Croix— the  western  by  Great  Britain.  Finally, 
after  lowering  over  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  for 
ten  years,  this  controvert  was  put  in  a  train  of 
amicable  adjustment  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  (com- 
monly ^lled  Jay's  treaty,)  which  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  joint  commissioners  to  determine 
which  was  the  river  truly  intended  under  the  name 
of  the  St.  Croix,  in  the  trca^  of  peace.  The  com- 
missioners met,  and  in  1798  closed  their  delibera- 
tions, by  declaring  an  intermediate  river,  called  the 
Scoodiac,  to  be  the  true  St,  Croix  of  the  treaty;  . 
which  has  been,  accordingly,  ever  since  recognised 
and  observed  as  the  actual  boundary  of  the  Uni'ed 
States  in  that  quarter,  and  to  that  extent. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  this  portion  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  was  ascertained  and  established, 
new  difficulties  and  uncertainties  arose  in  follow- 
ing it  out,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  decision  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  treaty  of  1TJ4,  in  identifying  the  true  river  St. 

'By  th«  fourth  article  of  Um  if»««y  of  Ghent 
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ex  perl,  if  it  suoCfeeded  in  adiQ9tiDp:  the  difficulty, 
ii  would  be  (as  it  has  been)  od  a  compromise  line. 
Notwithstanding,  when  it  was.  first  annonnced 
that  the  line  agreed  on  included  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  lying  to  the  west  of  the  line 
awarded  by  the  King  of  Holland,  he  was  incredo^ 
loos,  and  expressed  himself  strongly  agaanst  it. 
HiF  first  impression  was,  perhaps,  themore  stroncly 
against  ii,  trom  the  fact  that  he  had  fixed  on  the 
river  St.  John,  from  the  month  ofBel  nver,  taking 
ihe  St.  Francis  branch  (the  one  selected  by  the 
King  of  Holland)  as  the  natural  and  propercom- 
promise  boundary,  including  in  onr  limits  all  the 
portion  of  the  disputed  territory  lying  north  of  Eel 
river,  and  w&n  and  sonth  of  the  St.  ;n>hn,  above  its 
junction ;  and  all  the  other  within  that  of  Great 
Britain.  On  a  little  reflection,  however,  he  re- 
solved not  to  form  his  opinion'  of  the  merits»or  de- 
merits of  the  treaty  6n  rumor  or  imperfect  informa- 
t ion; 'but  to  wait  until  the  whole  sutncct  was 
brought  before,  the  Senate  officially,  and  then  to 
make  it  up  on  full  knowled^  of  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  after  deliberate  and  mature  reflec- 
tiori  ;  and  that  he  had  done  with  the  utmost  care 
and  impartiality.  What  he  now  proposed  was,  to 
give  the  result,  with  the  reasons  on  which  it  rest^;, 
and  which  would  govern  his  vote  on  the  ratifi- 
cation. 

He  still  believed  that  the  bonitdary  which  he  had 
fixed  in  his  own  mind,  was  the  natural  and  proper 
one;  but,  as  that  could  not  be  obtained,  the  ques- 
tion for  them  to  decide  was,  Are  the  obitcti&ns  to  the 
boundary  as  actuallv  agreed  on,  and  the  stipula- 
tions connected  with  it,  such  as  ought  to  cause 
its  rejectioni  In  'deciding  it,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  as  far  as  this  portion  of  the  boundary  is 
concerned,  it  is  a  question  belonging  much  more  to 

^  the  State  of  Mame  than  to  the  Union.  It  is,  in 
truth,  but  the  boundary  of  that  State;  and  it  makes 
a  part  of  the  botmdary  of  the  United  States,  only 
by  being  the  exterior  toundary  of  one  of  the  States 
of  our  Federal  Union.     It  is  her  sovereignty  and 

>.soil  that  are  in  dispute,  except  the  portion  of  the 
latter  that  stilt  remains  in  Massachusetts;  and  it 
belongs  in  the  first  place  to  hfir,  and  to  Massachusetts, 
as  far  as  her  right  of  soil  is  involved,  to  say  what 
their  rights  and  interests  are,  and  what  is  required 
to  be  done.  The  rest  of  the  Union  is  bound  to  de- 
fend thi^  in  their  just  claim;  and  to  assent  to  what 
the^  mky  be  willing  to  assent  to  in  settling  the 
claim  in  contest,  if  there  shonld  be  nothing  in  it 
inconsistent  with  the  interest,  honor,  or  safety  of 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  It  is  so  that  the  controversy 
Jiasever  been  regarded.  It  is  well  known  that 
President  Jackson  would  readily  have  agreed  to 
the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  had  not  Maine 
objected:  and  that  to  overcome  her  objection,  he  was 
preparea  to  recommend  to  Congress  to  give  her,  in 
order  to  get  her  consent,  one  million  of  acres  of  the 
public  domain,   worth,  at  the  minimum  price,  a 

•  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars.  The  case  is  now 
reversed.  Mame  and  Massachusetts  have  both  as- 
sented to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  the 
question  of  the  boundary  afifects  their  peculiar  in- 
terest, through  commissioners  vested  with  full  pow- 
ers to  represent  them;  and  the  question  for  us  to 
decide  is,  Shall  we  reject  that  to  which  they  have 
assentedl  Shall  the  Government,  after  refusing 
to  agree  to  the  award  of  the  King  of  Hollsuad,  be- 
cau$;e  Mftine  objected,  now  reverse  its  course,  and 
refqtie  to  agree  to  that  to  which  she  and  Massachu- 
setts have  both  assented?  There  may,  indeed,  be 
reasons  strong  enough  to  Authorize  such  a  course; 
but  they  must  be  such  as  will  go  to  prove  that  we 
caoool  give  our  assent  consistently  with  the  inter- 
esis^  the  honor,  or  the  safety  of  the  Union.  That 
has  not  been  done;  and,  he  would  add,  if  there  be 
any  such,  he  has  not  been  able  to  detect  them. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  the  assent  of  Maine 
was  coerced.  She  certainly  desired  to  obtain  a 
more  favorable  boimdary;  but  when  the  alterna- 
tive was  presented  of  another  reference  to  arbi- 
tration, she  waived  her  objection,  as  far  as  she  was 
individually  concerned,  rather  than  incur  the  risk, 
delay,  uncertainty  and  vexation  of  another  sub- 
mission of  her  claims  to  arbitration;  and  left  it 
to  the  Senate,  the  constituted  authority  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  to  decide  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  treaty,  as  it  relates  to  the  whole  Union.  In  so 
doing,  she  has,  in  hts  opinion,  acted  wisely  and 
patriotically— wisely  for  herself,  and  patriotically  in 
referebce  to  the  rest  of  the  Union.  She  has  not 
got,  indeed,  all  she  desired;  and  haa  even  lost  ter- 
riiory,  if  the  treaty  be  compared  to  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland^  but^  as  an  ofiset,  thai  which 


(she  has  lost  i^  of  little  value,  while  that  which  she  re- 
tains has  been  greatly  increased  in  value  by  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty.  The  whole 
anoount  lost,  is  about  half  a  million  of  acres.  It 
lies  along  the  eastern  tAope  of  the  highlands,  skirt- 
ing the  St.  Lawnence  to  the  east,  and  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  of  little  value  for  soil,  timber,  or  any- 
thing else— a  sterile  region,  in  a  severe  inhospita- 
ble clime.  Against  that  loss,  she  has  acquiied  the 
rifffat  to  navigate*the  river  St.  John;  and  that,  not 
omy  to  float  down  the  timber  on  its  banks,  but  all 
the  productions  of  the  extensive,  well-timbered, 
and,  taken  as  a  whole,  not  a  sterile  portion  of 
the  Slate  that  lies  on  her  side  of  the  bosom  of  that 
river  and  its  tributaries.  But  that  is  not  all.  She 
also  gains  what  is  vastly  more  valuable — the 
right  to  ship  them  on  the  same  terms  as  colonial 
productions  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonial  pos- 
sessions. These  great  and  important  advantages 
will  probably  double  the  value  of  that  extensive 
region,  and  make  it  one  of  the  most  populous  and 
flourishing  portions  of  the  .State.  Efiiiinated  by  a 
mere  moneyed  standard,  these  advantages  are 
worth,  he  would  suppose,  all  the  rest  of  the  ter- 
ritory claimed  by  Maine  without  them.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  sum  of  abopt  $200,000  to  be  paid  her 
for  the  expense  of  defending  the  territory,  and 
S300,000  to  her  and  Massachusetts  in  equal  moieties, 
in  consequence  of  their  assent  to  the  boundary, 
and  the  equivalents  received,  it  roust  be  apparent** 
that  Maine  has  not  made  a  bad  exchange  in  ac- 
cepting the  treaty,  as  compared  with  the  award,  as 
far  as  her  separate  interest  is  concerned.  But  be 
that  as  it  may,  she  is  the  rightful  judge  of  her  own 
interests;  and  her  assent  is  a  sufficient  ground  for 
our  assent,  provided  that  to  which  she  has  assented 
does  not  involve  too  great  a  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  nor  their  honor  or  safety.  So  far 
from  that,  as  far  as  the  rest  of  the  Union  is  concern- 
ed, the  sacrifice  is  small,  and  the  gain  great.  They 
are  under  Kolemn  constitutional  obligations  to  de- 
fend Maine,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Union, 
against  Invasion;  and  to  protect  her  territory,  cost 
what  it  may,  and  at  every  hazard.  The  power, 
claiming  what  she  contendeid  to  be  hers,  is  one  of  the 
greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  on  earth.  The  dispute 
is  of  long  standing,  and  of  a  character  difficult  to 
be  adjusted;  and,  however  clear  the  right  of  Maine 
may  be  regarded  in  the  abstract,  it  has  been  made 
doubtful,  in  consequence  of  admissions,  for  which 
the  Government  of^the  Union  is  responsible.  To  ter- 
minate such  a  controversy,  with  tne  assent  of  the 
party  immediately  interested,  by  paying  the  small 
sum  of  half  a  million — of  which  a  lar^e  part  (say 
$200,000)  is  unquestionably  due  tol  Maine,  and 
would  have  to  be  paid  to  her  without  the  treaty — 
is,  indeed,  a  small  sacrifice;  a  fortunate  deliver- 
ance. President  Jackson  was  willing  to  allow  her, 
as  has  been  stated,  more  than  twice  as  much  for  her 
assent  to  the  award;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  showed 
his  wisdom,  whatever  might  have  been  thought  of 
it  at  the  time.  Those,  at  least,  who  opposed  the 
treaty,  will  not  charge  nim  with  being  willing  to 
sacrifice  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  Union,  in  ma- 
king the  ofier,  and  yet  the  charge  which  they  make 
against  this  portion  of  the  treaty,  does,  by  im- 
plication, subject  what  he  was  ready  to  do  to  a  sim- 
ilar one. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  territory  which  England 
would  acquire  beyond  the  boimdary  of  the  awarded 
line  would  greatly  strengthen  her  frontier,  and 
weaken  ours;  and  would  thereby  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  country  In  that  quarter.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  deeply  versed  in  military  science;  but, 
according  to  his  conception,  there  was  na founda- 
tion for  the  objection.  It  was,  if  he  did  not  mistake, 
the  very  last  point  on  our  whole  frontier,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Superior,  on  which  an  expedition  would  be  organ- 
Jzed  on  either  side  to  attack  the  possessions  of  the 
other.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  our  loss  is  as 
nothing  in  that  quarter;  while  in  another,  and  a 
much  more  important  quarter,  our  gain  by  the 
treaty  is  great,  in  the  same  point  of  view.  He  re- 
ferred to  that  provision  by  which  we  acquire 
Rouse's  Point,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Lake 
Champlain.  It  is  among  the  most  important  mili- 
tary positions  on  the  whole  line  of  our  eastern  and 
northern  frontier,  whether  it  be  regarded  in  refer- 
ence to  offensive  or  defensive  operaticms.  H%well 
remembered  the  d^ep  sensation  caused  among  mili- 
tary men  in  consequence  of  its  loss;  and  he  would 
leave  the  question  of  loss  or  gain,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  (taking  the  two  together,)  to  their  de- 
cisioQi  without  the  least  doubt  what  it  would  be. 
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But  if  it  should  be  thought  by  any  one  tbattheK 
considerations,  as  conclusive  as  they  seemed  to  be, 
were  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  ratification  of  this 
portion  of  the  treaty,  there  were  others,  which  m- 
peared  to  him  to   be  perfectly  conclusive.     He 
referred  to  the  condition  in  which  we  would  be 
left,  if  the  treaty  should  be  rejected.    He  wodM 
ask — if,  after  having  agreed  at  Ghent  to  lefer  the 
subject  to  arbitration,  and,  after  having  reinsed  to 
agree  to  the  award  made  under  that  reference,  by  ii 
arbitrator  of  our  own  selection,  we  should  now  re- 
ject this  treaty,  negotiated  by  our  own  Secretary  d 
State,  imder  our  own  eyes,  and  which  had  pre- 
viously received  the  assent  of  the  States  immedi- 
ately  interested — whether  there  would  be  the  sUght* 
est  prospect  that  another  equally  favorable  woald 
;  ever  be  obtained?    On  the  contrary,  would  we  wn 
;  Stand  in  a  for  worse  condition  than  ever,  in  refer- 
'  ence  to  our  claiml   Would  it  not,  indeed,  be  alntoa 
i  certain  that  we  shonld  lose  the  whole  ofthebasni  . 
of  the  St.  John,  and  Great  Britain  gain  all  for 
i  which  she  ever  contended,  strengthened  as  she 
Would  be  by  the  disclosures  made  during  this  dis- 
;  cussioni*    He  was  far  from  asserting  that  the  f^es 

'The  following  extract  from  (he  speech  of  Mr.  Rnm,  the 
rhairmanorUie  Coinroiuee  on  Foreign  Relalioiis,  will  Amt 
what  ihe  diacloeuree  were: 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  therefore,  la  IooUbc  bad:  to 
the  public  and  solemn  acts  of  the  OoTeroment,  aodoflusac- 
fesslTe  ailministrations,  that  the  time  has  paeaed,  if  H  ever  ex- 
,  Isted.  when  we  could  l>e  justified  in  making  the  precise  liiw  of 
,  Iwundary  claimed  bf  us  the  subject  of  a  sfne  qua  non  of  naffoiia 
lion,  or  of  the  ultimo  ratio — of  an  asatrtion  by  foiee.    Ma 
second  arbitration,  then,  afford  the  prospect  of  a  more  sadtte* 
tory  resuld    This  expedient  seemed  to  be  equally  rejected  bjr 
all  partiM— by  the  TTnited  States,  b^r  Great  Biitaiit,  aadbr  die 
State  of  Blaine.    If  such  an  alternauve  ahould  be  contamplatsd 
by  any  one  as  preAsrable  to  the  arrangemeot  which  had  hsca 
made,  It  is  fit  to  bear  in  mind  the  risk  and  uncerftfinfy,  aavell 
ss  the  Inevitable  delay  and  expense,  incident  to  that  node  of 
decision.    We  have  alr^^ady  seen,  in  the  Instanca  of  the  srbiia* 
tioQ  by  the  Kiof  of  the  Netherlands,  how  much  weifitt  a  tiiba- 
nai  of  that  sort  is  inclined  to  cive  to  the  atgHnaent  of  eswrs- 
ntenee,  and  a  supposed  intention  on  the  part  of  the  negotiatais 
of  the  ireafT  of  1783,  against  the  literal  and  positiTe  tenna  en- 
ploved  by  the  instrument  in  its  description  of  limjia    b  there 
no  danger,  in  the  event  of  another  arbitration,  that  a  farther  !•• 
•earcfa  into  the  public  archiTes  of  Europe  might  bring  to  liffat 
some  embarrastins  (eren  though  apocrypha))  dodnnaifK,  is 
throw  a  new  shade  of  plaurible  doubt  on  thedeameas  <»f  oar 
title,  in  the  riew  of  a  suvereign  arbiterl    Snch  a  doettmeot  has 
already  been  communicated  to  the  committee:  aiMl  I  feel  ii 
(said  Mr.  R.)  to  be  my  doty  to  lay  it  before  tbeSeoate,tto 
they  may  fully  appreciate  its  bearings,  and  determlDe  for  Uieoi- 
selves  the  weight  and  importance  which  belong  to  k.    k  it 
due  to  the  learned  and  diAinguished  genilemaiL  (Mr.  Jared 
Sparks  of  Boston,)  by  whom  the  document  refenvd  to  was 
discovered  in  the  archives  of  France,  while  porsaing  her  ta- 
lx)riou9  and  intelligent  researches  connected  with  the  history 
of  our  own  country,  that  the  account  ofitshouldbagiTefi  b 
his  own  words,  as  contained  in  a  communicatioa  addreawd  by 
him  10  the  Department  of  State.    1  proceed,  tharafoie,  to  read 
from  that  communication: 

"While  pursuing  my  researches  among  the  Tohimioovs  pa- 
penrrelating  to  the  American  Revolution  fa  the  Arrkiwm  4m 
Affwrea  Eti  anger et  in  Paris,  I  found  in  one  of  tbabovod 
Tolumes  an  original  letter  from  Ur.  Franklin  to  Coant  da  Ver- 
fennes,  of  which  the  following  is  aa  extract  tramcript: 

*Tauv,  December  6,  int. 
**Sir:  i  have  the  honor  of  returning  herewith  Uie  nap  yoer 
Excellency  ser  t  me  yesterday.  I  have  marked  with  a  taigt  ted 
line,  Rcrordine  to  your  desire,  the  limitsof  the  UnitadBtttea, 
as  settled  in  the  preliminacicB  between  the  British  and  Aonricao 
plenipotentiaries. 

"With  great  respect,  I  am,Jcc.. 

*«B.FRANKLaf." 

"This  letter  was  written  six  days  after  the  preliminaiias  vara 
sigr\e<1;  and  if  we  could  procure  the  identical  map  meaimMd 
by  Franklin,  it  would  mem  to  afford  concloaiTe  evidence  as  to 
the  m<  anirg  afUxed  by  the  ctimmissionera  to  tJM  langnay  of 
the  ifpaty  nit  the  subject  of  the  boundariee.  You  i{«y  well  sup- 
p09K  thai  I  I'isi  no  lime  in  making  inquiry  for  the  maf^  oot 
doubtintr  that  it  would  confirm  all  my  previous  oplnfotn  re- 
specting the  validity  of  our  claim.  In  the  geographical  de- 
partment nf  the  Archives  are  sixty  Uousand  maps  anddiana; 
b«it  R(i  well  arranged  with  catalogues  and  indexes,  thai  ai»  ooe 
of  ihf^m  mav  be  easily  found.  After  a  little  researok fli  the 
Americcndmsion,  with  the  aid  of  the  keeper,  Icamaipoaa 
map  nf  North  America,  by  D'Anrille,  dated  1746,  ii  sIm 
alMiui  eighteen  inches  square,  on--which  was  drawnaafrev^ 
red  tine  ihrouehout  the  entire  boundary  of  the  United  fllaua, 
answering  preciraly  to  Franklin's  descriptloD.  The  Hoe  is 
bold  and  distinct  In  every  pari,  made  with  red  inic,  aod  a|i|i*nBt. 
1y  drawn  with  a  hair  penell,  or  a  pen  with  a  bkiiit  point  Ttae 
is  no  other  coloring  on  any  pari  of  the  map. 

''Imagine  my  surprise  on  discovering  that  this  line  mnivbcrf- 
1y  aouth  of  the  St.  John,  and  between  the  head  waters  o#  thai 
river  and  those  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec.  In  short,  k  is 
exactly  the  Ihie  now  contended  for  by  Great  Bricaia,  excan 
that  it  concedes  mnie  than  is  claimed.  The  north  lioe,  after  de. 
parting  from  the  source  of  the  St  Croix,  instead  of  piooedHig 
to  Mars  nil  I,  suipa  far  short  of  that  point,  aad  tame  offio  ite 
west,  so  as  to  leave  on  the  British  side  all  the  sireans  mhkk 
fl  >w  into  the  St.  John,  between  the  source  of  the  SL  Crmx 
and  Mam  Rill.  It  is  evident  that  the  line,  from  the  9l  Crofzti 
the  Canadian  highlands,  is  intended  to  exclude  all  the  mmtan 
rannlng  into  the  St.  John. 

"There  is  no  positive  proof  that  tiiis  map  is  actually  the  oas 
marked  by  Frankllr;  yet,  uiKtH  any  other  sunpoeli loo,  it  wa«U 
be  difficult  to  explain  the  circumstances  of  Its  ag^aetaf  so  pa»> 
fiectly  with  his  dsscription,  and  of  iu  heins  meearad  ia  ike 
plaeewiMftit  would  murally  ^  dgporiipH  Iqr  CovttdeVe^ 
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disdoscd-eslabHshed  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  or 
that  the  map  exhibited  is  the  one  to  which  Prank- 
liD  referred,  in  bis  note  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
the  French  Minister;  bot  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  cooformity  of  the  line  delineated  on  the  map, 
with  the  oDe  described  in  his  note,  would  have  the 
effect  of  strengthening  not  a  little  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain,  in  her  own  estimation  and  that  of 
the  world.  But  the  facts  stated,  and  the  map  ex- 
hibited by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  [Mr.  Rives,]  are  not  the  only  or  the 
strongest  disclosure  made  during  the  discussion. 
The  French  map  introduced  bv  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton  J  from' Mr.  Jefferson's  col- 
lection in  the  Congress  library,  in  order  to  rebut 
the  inference  from  the  former,  turned  out  to  be  still 
more  so.  That  was  made  in  the  village  of  Passy, 
in  the  year  after  the  treaty  of  peace  was  negotiated, 
where  Franklin  (who  was  one  of  the  negotiators) 
resided,  and  was  dedicated  to  him;  and  that  has  the 
boundary  line  drawn  in  exact  conformity  to  (he 
other,  and  in  the  manner  described  in  the  note  of 
Dr.  Franklin — a  line  somewhat  more  adverse  to  us 
than  that  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  But,  as  stri- 
king as  is  this  coincidence,  he  was  far  from  regard- 
ing it  aa  snflScient  to  establish  the  claim  of  Great 
Britain.  It  would,  however,  be  in  vain  to  deny 
that  it  was  a  coproborating  circumstance,  calcula- 
ted to  add  no  small  weight  to  her  claim. 

It  would  be  still  further  increased  by  the  fact 
that  France  was  our  ally  at  the  time,  and,  as  such, 
must  have  been  consulted,  and  kept  constantly 
advised  of  all  that  occurred  during  the  progress  of 
the  negotiation,  including  its  final  result.  It  would 
be  idle  to  suppose  that  these  disclosures  would  not 
weigh  heavily  against  us  in  any  future  negotiation. 
Th^  would,  so  much  so— taken  in  connexion  with 
the  adverse  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  and 
this  treaty,  should  it  be  rejected— as  to  render  hope- 
less'any  future  attempt  to  settle  the  question  by  ne- 
gotiation or  arbitration.    No  alternative  would  be 


Sanaa.  I  alio  found  another  map  in  the  Archives,  on  which 
•  Mine  (Mundary  was  irared  in  a  dolled  rcil  line  wiih  a  pen, 
apparently  copied  from  ihe  other. 

^I  enclose  herewith  a  map  of  Maine,  on  which  I  have  drawn 
a  slronc  black  line,  corresponding  with  the  red  one  ab07e  men- 
tioofld'*  ,  . 

I  am  far  from  iniimaiin^  (said  Mr.  RlvBS)  ihal  the  d«>ru- 
menta  diacorervd  by  Mr.  Sparlca,  cuiioua  and  well  worthy  of 
conaiileraiion  tm  they  undoubtedly  arc,  are  of  weieht  Hufficienl 
to  ihake  the  title  of  the  United  8ta(e«,  founded  on  the  positive 
lanfuaf  a  of  the  ucaty  of  peace.  But  they  could  not  fail,  in  the 
etent  of  another  rrfi-rencc,  to  give  increased  confidence  and 
enphasfo  to  the  pretensione  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  exert  a  cor- 
retpondinit  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  arbiter.  It  i«  worth 
while,  ift  this  connexion,  to  turn  to  what  l^ord  Aahburcon  haa 
•id,  in  one  of  liia  communicationa  to  Mr  Webater,  when  ex- 
plaining hia  ricwa  of  the  position  of  the  highlands  described  in 
the  treaty: 

**Mf  hMpection  of  thelfiapn,  and  my  examination  ofihedoc- 
\)m«Qi«,"aay«  hta  Lordahip,  ^leadmc  to  a  very  strong  conric- 
lion  thalthe  hishlaiidRContemplatefl  by  the  necoriaiorsof  ilie 
^eaTf  were  the  only  hiehlonila  then  known  to  them— a/  the 
head  of  the  P»7U>ba€ot,  Kfttinebee,  and  tkerivtrn  te^ai  of  Ihe 
8t.  Croisj  and  that  they  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north 
lioe  from  the  St.  Croix  would  strike  them;  and  if  it  were  not 
iny  wlih  to  shorten  ihia  diecusaion,  I  believe  a  very  aood  argu- 
ment mii^ht  be  drawn  from  the  words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  of 
thia.  In  the  nec^otiatioos  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  nfterwards 
with  Mr.  McLane,  this  view  aeemed  to  prevail;  and,  as  you  are 
avace,  there  were  pr^posalu  to  search  for  theee  highlands  to  the 
wast,  where  alone.  I  believe,  they  will  be  found  lo  anitwar  per- 
fceily  the  description  of  the  treaty.  If  this  question  ahouldun- 
ftrt%amleiu  roto  a  further  reference^  1  ehould  by  no  means 
despair  of  finding  some^  connrmation  of  this  view  of  the 
ctm."  J.J 

It  ia  for  the  Senate  to  consider  (added  Mr.  Rives)  whether 
thare  would  not  be  much  risk  of  introducing  new  complications 
•ad eabanranueots  io  thia  controversy,  by  leaving  it  open  for 
■ootber  litigated  reference;  and  If  the  British  Government— 
itror>gly  prepoesevsed,  as  its  minister  tell  us  it  is,  with  the  jus* 
tice  of  its  claims  -would  not  find  what  it  would  naturally  ron- 
Bjder  a  persuasive  "confitmaiion  of  Its  view  of  the  ca»c"  in 
,  documente  such  as  thoee  ancouritered  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  his 
historical  TssearctieB  In  the  archives  of  France. 

A  map  has  been  vauntingly  paraded  here,  from  Mr.  Jefierson's 
collaction,  in  the  zeal  of  opp.«sition,(withnot  taking  time  to  see 
what  it  wa8,><o  confront  and  invalidate  the  map  found  by  Mr.f 
BOarksiB  the  Foreign  Office  at  Paris;  but,  the  moment  it  is  ex- 
tmioed,  ilia  found  to  sustain,  by  the  most  precise  and  remark- 
JbJe  correspondence  in  every  feature,  the  map  communicated  I 
by  Mr.  Sparks.    The  Senator  who  proiluced  it,  could  see  noth- 
Ina  but  (h« microar-oiiic  dotted  line  running  ofT  in  a  nopheast-  ^ 
«rly  direcuon;  bui  the  moment  other  eyes  were  applied  lo 
lt>  there  was  found,  in  boldreliel,  a   strong   red  line,  indica. 
ting  the  limits  of  the  United  States  according  to  the  ireaty  - 
of  peace,  and  coincidir>g,  minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  bound 
»ry  traced  on  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks.    That  this  red  line,  and 
not  the  hardly  visible  dotted  line,  vras  Intende*!  to  represent  the 
limits  efthel7nit«>d  States  according  to  ihe  ir^-aty  of  peac^,  is 
coochisiTely  shown  by  the  clrrumatance  that  the  red  line  la 

A^  on  the  map  ail  around  the  exterior  boundary  of  the  tini- 
ted  Btaies;-~through  the  middle  oi  the  Northern  I.akes,  thence 
"I'T'^ththe  Long  I^ke  ajid  the  Rainy  Like  lo  the  Lake  of  the 
*^«>*;  and  from  the  wesrern  exiremiiy  of  the  I.ake  of  the 
W»odg  to  the  river  Mi^sinaippl;  and  along  that  river,  to  the 
poua  where  the  boundary  of  ine  United  Statea,  according  to  the 
irnty  of  peace,  leaves  in  and  thence,  by  iu  easterly  coutse,  to 
w»»iouih  of  the  l?t,|Mary'a,on  the  Atlantic. 


left  us,  but  to  yield  to  the  full  extent  of  the  British 
claim,  or  to  put  Maine  in  possession  by  force — and 
thai,  too,  with  the  opinion  and  sympathy  of  the 
world  against  us  and  our  cause.  In  his  opinion, 
we  would  be  bound  to  attempt  it,  in  justice  to  Maine, 
should  we  refuse  to  agree  to  what  she  has  assent- 
ed. So  much  for  the  boundary  question,  as  far  as 
Maine  is  concerned. 

Having  now  shown  (satisfactorily,  he  hoped)  that 
Maine  has  acted  wisely  for  herself  in  assenting  to 
the  ireaty,  it  remained  to  be  considered  wheiher  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  Union  on  such  questions, 
would  not  also  do  so  in  ratifying  it— so  far  at  least. 
a.s  the  boundary  question  Is  involved.  He  woula 
add  nothing  to  what  had  already  been  said  of  the 
portion  in  which  Maine  was  immediately  interest- 
ed. Hi.s  remarks  would  be  confined  to  the  remain- 
inf  portion  of  the  boundary,  extending  from  the 
northwestern  corner  of  that  State  to  the  Rocky 
moantains. 

Throughout  this  long-extended  line,  every  ques- 
tion has  been  settled  to  our  satisfaction.  Our  right 
has  been  acknowledged  to  a  territory  of  about  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  would  have  been  lost  by  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland.  A  long  gore  of  about  the 
same  amount,  lying  in  Vermont  and  New  York, 
and  which  was  lost  under  the  treaty  ot  Ghent, 
would  be  regained  by  this.  It  includes  Rouse's 
Point.  Sugar  Island,  lying  in  the  water  connexion 
between  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  and  hereto- 
fore in  dispute  is  acknowledged  to  be  ours;  it  is 
lar^e,  and  valuable  for  soil  and  position.  So,  also, 
is  isle  Royale,  near  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, acknowledged  to  be  ours — a  large  island, 
and  valuable  for  its  fisheries.  And,  also,  a  large 
tract  of  country  to  the  north  and  west  of  that  lake, 
between  Fond  dn  I.ac  and  the  river  St.  Louis  on 
one  side,  and  Pigeon  river  on  the  other— containing 
four  millions  of  acres.  It  is  said  to  be  sterile;  but 
cannot  well  be  more  so  than  that  acquired  by  Great 
Britain,  lytogwestof  the  boundary  awarded  by  the 
King  of  Holland.  In  addition,  all  the  islands  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  which  were 
divided  in  running  out  the  division  line  under  pre- 
vious treaties,  are  acquired  by  us  under  this}  and 
all  the  channels  and  passages  are  opened  to  ihe 
common  uses  of  our  citizens  and  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain. 

Such  are  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in  refer- 
ence 10  this  long  line  of  boundary.  Our  gain— re- 
garded in  the  mast  contracted  point  of  view,  as 
mere  equivalents  for  the  sum  assumed  lo  be  paid 
by  us  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  for  their  assent 
to  the  treaty— is  vastly  greater  than  what  we  have 
contracted  lo  pay.  Taking  the  whole  boundary 
question  together,  and  summing  up  the  loss  and 
gain  of  the  whole,  including  what  affects  Maine 
and  Massachusetts;  and  he  could  not  doubt  that, 
regarded  merely  as  set  oflTs,  our  gain  greatly  ex- J' 
ceeded  our  loss— vastly  so,  compared  to  what  it 
would  have  been  under  the  award  of  the  King  of 
Holland,  including  the  ecjuivalent  which  our  Gov- 
ernment was  willing  to  allow  Maine  for  her  as.sent. 
But  it  would  be,  indeed,  to  take  a  very  contracted 
view  to  regard  it  in  that  light.  It  would  be  to 
overlook  the  vast  importance  of  permanently  es- 
tablishing, between  two  such  powers,  a  line  of 
boundary  of  several  thousand  miles,  abounding  in 
disputed  points  of  much  difficulty  and  long  standmg. 
The  treaty,  he  trusted,  would  do  much  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  solid  peace  between  the  countries 
— a  thingso  much  to  be  desired. 


so       ^ 

beyond  the  "Rocky  mountains  shoufd  remain  uiiad- 
justed.  Its  settlement  would  have  contributed 
much  to  strengthen  the  foundation  of  a  durable 
peace.  But  would  it  be  wise  to  reject  the  treaty,  be- 
cause all  has  not  been  done  that  could  be  desired? 
He  placed  a  high  value  on  our  territory  on  the 
west  of  those  mountains,  and  held  our  title  to  it  to 
be  clear,  but  he  would  regard  it  as  an  act  of  con  ' 
summate  folly,  to  stake  our  daim  on  a  trial  of 
strength  at  ihis  time.  The  territory  is  now  held 
by  joint  occupancy,  under  the  treaty  i)f  Ghent; 
which  either  party  may  terminate  by  giving  to  the 
other  six  months'  notice.  If  we  were  to  attempt  to 
assert  orir  exclusive  right  of  occupancy  at  present, 
the  certain  loss  of  the  territory  must  be  the  result; 
for  Ihe  plain  reason,  that  Great  Britain  could  con- 
centrate there  a  much  larger  force,  naval  and  mili- 
tary, in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  at  far  less  expense, 
than  we  could.  That  will  not  be  denied;  but  it 
will  not  always  be  the  case.     Our  population  is 


steadily — he  might  say  rapidly — advaxicing  across 
the  continent,  to  the  borders  of  the  Pac^c  ocean. 
Judging  from  past  experience,  the  tid^  of  popu- 
lation' will  sweep  across  the  Rocky  mountains, 
with  resistless  force,  at  no  distajit  period;  when  . 
what  we  claim  will  quietly  fall  into  our  hands,  V 
without  expense  or.  bloodshed.  Time  is  acting  for 
us.  Wait  patiently,  and  all.  we  claim  will  be 
ours;  but  if  we  aUempl  to  seize  it  by  force,  it  will 
be  sure  to  elude  our  gra.sp. 

Havingoow  stated  his  reasons  for  voting  to  ratify 
the  articles  in  the  ireaty  relating  to  the  boundary^ 
he  would  next  proceed  to  assign  those  that  woultt 
govern  his  vote  on  the  two  relating  to  the  African 
slave-trade.  And  here  he  would  premi.se,  that  there 
are  several  circumstances,  which  caused  no  small 
repugnance  on  his  part  to  any  stipulations  whatever 
wuh  Great  Britain  on  the  su^ect  of  thosie  articles; 
and  he  would  add,  that  he  would  have  been  grati- 
fied if  they,  and  all  other  stipulations  on  the  subject^ 
could  have  been  entirely  omitted;  but  he  must,  at 
the  same  time,  say  he  md  not  see  how  it  was  possi- 
ble to  avoid  emenng  into  some  arrangement  on  the 
subject.  To  understand  the  difficulty,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  course  heretofore  taken 
by  our  Government  in  reference  to  the  subject,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  negoiiatioUs 
that  resulted  in  this  treaty  commenced. 

Congress  at  an  early  day— as  soon,  in  fact,  as  it 
could  legislate  on  the  subject  under  the  Constitu- 
tion— ^passed  law?  enactin^severe  penalties  against 
the  African  slarve-trade.    That  was  followed  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  which  declared  it  to  be  irreconcila- 
ble with  the  principles  of  humanfty  and  justice,  and 
stipulated   that  both   of  the  parties— the   United 
States  and  Great  Britain— should  use  their  best 
endeavors   to   effect   its   abolition.    Shortly  after, 
an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  declaring  it  to 
be   piracy;    and   a    resolution   was    adopted   by 
Congress,  requesting  the  President  to  enter  into 
arrangenaents  withotner  powersfor  Its  suppression. 
Great  Britain,actuated  by  the  same  feelings,  succeed- 
ed in  making  treaties  with  the  Ekiropean  maritime 
powers  for  its  suppression;  and,  not  long  before  the 
commencement  of  this  negotiation,  had  entered  into 
joint  stipulations  with  the  five  great  powers  to  l»ck 
her  on  the  question  of  search.  She  had  thus  acquired 
a  general  supef  vision  of  the  trade  along  the  Afri- 
can coast;  so  that  vessels  carrying  the  flag  of  evel^ 
other  country,  except  purs,  were  subject  on  that 
coast  to  the  inspecuon  of  her  cruisers,  and  to  be 
captured,  if  suspect^  of  being   engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.    In  conseouence,  ours  became  almost 
the  only  flag  used  by  those  engaged  in  the  trade, 
whether  our  own  people  or  foreignerf;  although^ur 
laws  inhibited  the  traffic  under  the  severest  penal- 
ties.   In  this  state  of  things.  Great  Britain  put  for- 
ward the  claim  of  the  right  of  search  as  indispen-   * 
sable  to  suppress  a  trade  prolubited  by  the  laws  of 
the    civilized    world,    and    to   the   execution   of 
the  laws  and    treaties  of  the   nations  associate 
with  her  by  mutual  engagements  for  its  suppres- 
sion.   At  this  stage,  a  correspondence  took  place 
between  our  late  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James 
and  Lord  Palmerston  on  the  subject,  in  which  the 
latter  openly  and  boldly  claimed  the  right  of  seareh, 
and  which  was  promptly  and  decidedly  repelled  on 
our  side.     "We  had  long  since  taken   our  stand 
against  it,  and  had  resisted  its  abuse,  as  a  belliger- 
ent right,  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon.    Neitner 
honor  nor  policy  on   our  part  could  tolerate  its 
exercise  in  time  of  peace,  in  any  form — whether  in 
that  of  search,  as  claimed  by  Lord  Palmerston:  or 


It  is  certainly  much  to  be  regreUed,  after  sealing  JJ  the  less  ofiensiveand  unreasonable  one  of  visitation. 

large  a  portion  of  Ihe  boundary,  that  the  part'  as  proposed  by  liis  successor.  Lord  Aberdeen.  Ana 
t  .V  ^  ^ . i.-„rj . ,  y^^  ^g  were  placed  in  such  circumstances  as  to  re- 
quire that  something  should  be  done.  It  was  in  such 
a  state  of  things  that  the  negotiation  commenced— 
and  commenced,  iniMirt,  in  reference  tc>. this  sub- 
ject, which  was  tending  rapidly  to  bring  the  two 
countries  into  collision.  On  our  side,  we  were 
deeply  committed  against  the  traffic,  both  by  legis- 
lation and  treaty.  The  influence  and  the  efforts  of 
the  civilized  world  were  directed  against  it — and 
that,  toOvUAderour  lead  at  the  commencement;  and 
with  such  success  as  to  compel  vessels  engaged  in 
it  to  take  shelter,  ahno.st  exclusively,  under  the 
fraudulent  use  of  our  flag.  To  permit  such  a  state 
of  things  to  continue,  could  not  but  deeply  impeach 
our  honor,  and  turn  the  sympathy  of  the  world 
afrainst  us.  On  the  other  side.  Great  Britain  had 
acquired,  by  treaties,  the  right  of  supervision,  in- 
cluding that  of  search  end  capturing,  over  the  trade 
on  the  coa.st  of  Africa,  with  the  view  lo  its  sup- 
pression, from  all  the  maritime  powers  except  our- 
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selves.  Thus  situaied,  he  must  say  that  he  saw 
no  altematire  for  as  bat  the  one  adopted— to  take 
liie  supervision  of  our  own  trade  on  that  coast  into 
crnr  own  hands,  and  to  prevent,by  oar  own  cruisers, 
the  fraudnlent  use  of  our  flag.  The  only  question, 
in  the  actual  state  of  things,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
was,  whether  it  should  be  done  by  a  formal  or  in- 
formal arrangementt  Ue  Would  have  preferred 
the  latter,  but  the  difference  between  them  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  such  as  would  justify,  on  that  ac- 
count, the  rejection  of  the  treaty.  They  would,  in 
substance,  be  the  same,  and  have  differed  but  little, 
probably,  in  the  expense  of  execution.  Either  was 
better  than  the  other  alternatives—to  do  nothing;  to 
leave  things  in  the  dangerovs  state  they  stood;  or  to 
yield  to  the  right  of  search  or  visitation. 

Ii  is  object^  that  the  arrangement  entered  into 
is  virtuallv  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of 
search.  He  did  not  so  regard  it.  On  the  contrary, 
be  considered  it,  under  aU  the  circumstances,  as  a, 
surrender  of  that  claim  on  the  part  of  Great' 
Britain;  a  conclusion,  which  a  review  of  the 
whole  transaction,  in  his  opinion,  would  justify. 
XiOrd  Palmerston,  in  the  first  place,  claimed 
the  unqualified  right  of  search,  m  which  it  is 
nnder?tood  he  was  backed  by  the  five  great  pow- 
^is.  Lord  Aberdeen,  with  more  wisdom  and 
moderation,  explained  it  to  mean  the  ri^ht  of 
visiiaiion  simply;  and,  finally,  the  negotiation  is 
closed  without  reference  to  either,  simply  with 
a  siipulation  between  the  parties  to  keep  up  for 
ive  years  a  squadron  of  not  less  than  eighty 
guQ>  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  enforce  separately 
snd  respeciively  the  laws  and  obligations  of  each 
of  the  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade.  It  is  carelully  worded,  to  make  it  n^utual, 
but  at  the  same  time  separate  and  independent: 
each  looking  to  the  execution  of  its  own  laws  and 
obligations,  and  carefully  excluding  the  super- 
vision of  either  over  the  over,  and  thereby  directly 
rebutting  the  object  of  search  or  visitation. 

'  The  oiherarticle,  in  reference  to  the  same  subject, 
stipulates  that  the  parties  will  unite  in  all  becoming 
representation  and  remonstrance,  with  any  powers, 
within  whose  dominions  markets  are  permittee! 
for  idiported  African  slaves.  If  he  were  to 
permit  his  feelings  to  govern  him  exclusively* 
he  would  object  to  this  more  strongly  than 
any  other  provision  in  the  treaty; — not  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  object  or  the  policy  of  closing  the 
market  to  imported  negroes;  on  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  both  right  and  expedient  in  every  view. 
Brazil  and  the  Spanish  colonies  were  the  only 
markets,  he  believed,  still  remaining  open,  and 
to  which  this  provision  would  apply.  Tney  were 
ali-eody  abundantly  supplied  with  slaves,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  sound  policy  on  their  part  re- 
ijuired  that  their  markets  snould  be  finally  and  ef- 
fectually closed.  He  would  go  farther,  and  say, 
that  it  was  our  interest  they  should  be.  It  would 
iVee  us  from  the  necessity  of  keeping  cruisers  on 
the  African  coast,  to  prevent  the  illegal  and  fraudu- 
lent use  of  our  fiag,  or  for  any  other  purpose  but 
to  protect  our  commerce  in  that  quarter — a  thing  of 
Itself  much  to  be  desired.  We  would  have  a  still 
stronger  interest,  if  we  were  governed  by  selfish 
considerations.  We  are  rivals  in  the  production  of 
several  articles,  and  more  especially  the  greatest 
of  all  the  agricultural  staples — cotton.  Next  to 
our  own  country,  Brazil  possesses  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages for  its  production,  and  is  already  a  large 
grower  qf  the  article;  towards  the  production  of 
which,  the  cominoance  of  the  market  for  im- 
ported slaves  from  Africa  would  contribute  much. 
But  he  would  not  permit  such  considerations  to  in- 
diience  him  in  voting  on  the  treaty.  He  had  no 
objection  to  see  Brazil  develop  her  resources  to  the 
mil;  but  he  did  believe  that  higher  considerations, 
connected  with  her  safety,  and  that  of  the  Spanish 
colonies,  made  it  their  interest  that  their  market 
should  be  closed  against  the  trafilc. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why,  with  these  impres- 
sions, should  he  have  any  objection  to  this  provi- 
sion of  the  treatyl  It  was,  because  he  was  averse 
to  interfering  with  other  powers,  when  it  could  be 
avoided.  It  extends  even  to  cases  like  the  present, 
where  there  was  a  common  interest  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  advice  or  remonstrance;  but  it  would 
be  carrying  his  aversion  to  fastidiousness,  were  he 
to  permit  it  to  overrule  his  vote  in  the  adjustment 
of  Questions  of  such  magnitude  as  are  involved 
on  the  present  occiision. 

But  the  treaty  is  opposed,  not  only  for  what  it 
contains,  6ut  also  for  what  it  does  notj  and,  among 
other  objections  of,  the  kind,  because  it  has  no  pro- 


vision in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Creole,  and 
other  similar  ones.  He  admitted  that  it  is  an  ob- 
jection; and  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  treaty 
should  have  guarded,  by  specific  and  efficient  pro- 
visions, against  the  recurrence  of  such  outrages  on 
the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  indignity  to  our  hon- 
or and  independence.  If  any  one  has  a  right  to 
speak  warmly  on  this  subject,  he  was  the  individual; 
but  he  could  not  forget  that  the  question  for  us  to 
decide  is.  Shall  we  ratify  or  reject  the  treaty?  It  is 
not  whether  all  has  been  done  which  it  was  desira- 
ble should  be  done,  but  whether  we  shall  confirm 
or  reject  what  has  actually  been  done;  not  whether 
we  have  gained  all  we  could  desire,  but  whether 
we  shall  retain  what  we  have  gained.  To  decide 
that  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  is  our  dtfty  to  weigh,  calmly 
and  fairly,  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  ratifica- 
tion, and  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  side  which  pre- 
ponderates. 

It  does  not  follow  that  nothing  has  been  done  in 
relation  to  the  cases  under  consideration,  because 
thp  treaty  contains  no  provisions  in  reference  to 
them.  The  fact  is  otherwise.  Much,  very  much, 
has  been  done;— in  his  opinion,  llule  snort,  in  its  ef- 
fect, of  a  positive  stipulation  by  the  treaty  to  guard 
against  the  recurrence  of  such  cases  hereafter.  To 
understand  how  much  has  been  done,  and  what  has 
been  gained  by  us,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  correct 
conception  of  the  state  of  the  case  in  reference  to 
them,  before  the  negotiation  commenced,  and  since 
•It  terminated. 

These  cases  are  not  of  recent  origin.  The  first 
of  the  kind  was  that  of  the  brig  Comet,  whfch  was 
stranded  on  the  false  keys  of  the  Bahamas,  as  far 
back  as  1830,  with  slaves  on  board.  She  was  taken 
into  Nassau,  New  Providence,  by  the  wreckers,  and 
the  slaves  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities. 
The  next  was  the  Encomium,  which  occurred  in 

1834,  and  which,  in  all  the  material  circumstances, 
was  every  way  similar  to  that  of  the  Comet.  The 
case  of  the  Enterprise  followed.    It  took  place  in 

1835,  and  differed  in  no  material  circumstance 
from  the  others,  as  was  acknowledged  by  the  Brit- 
ish Gk)vemment,  except  that  it  occurred  after  the 
act  of  Parliament  abolishing  slavery  in  the  colo- 
nies had  gone  into  operation,  and  the  others  prior 
to  that  period. 

Af^er  a  long  correspondence  of  nearly  ten  years, 
the  British  Government  agreed  to  pay  for  the  slaves 
on  board  of  the  two  first,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  liberated  before  tne  act  abolishing  slavery 
had  gone  into  operation;  but  refused  to  pay  for 
those  belonging  to  the  Enterprise,  because  they 
were  liberated  after  it  had.  To  ju-stify  this  dis- 
tinction. Lord  Palmerston  had  to  assume  the 
grotmd.  virtually,  that  the  law  ot  nations  was 
opposed  to  slaveiy — an  assumption  that  placed 
the  property  of  a  third  of  the  Union  without  the  pale 
of  its  protection.  On  that  ground,  he  peremptorily 
refused  compensation  for  the  slaves  on  board  the 
Enterprise.  Our  Executive,  under  this  refusal,  ac- 
ceptea  the  compensation  for  those  on  board  the 
Comet  and  Encomium,  and  closed  the  correspond- 
ence, without  even  bringing  the  subject  before 
Congress.  With  such  perfect  indifference  was 
the  whole  affair  treated,  that,  during  the  long 
period  the  negotiation  was  pending,  the  subject 
was  never  once  mentioned,  as  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, in  any  Executive  message;  while  those 
of  far  less  magnitude— the  debt  of  a  few  millions 
due  from  Prance,  and  this  very  boundary  ques- 
tion— were  constantly  brought  before  Congress, 
and  had  nearly  involved  the  country  in  war  witntwo 
oftbe  leading  powers  of  Europe.  Those  who  are 
now  so  shocked  that  the  boundary  question  should 
be  settled,  without  a  settlement  also  of  this,  stood 
by  in  silence,  year  afler  year,  during  this  long  pe- 
riod, not  only  without  attempting  to  unite  the  set- 
tlement of  this  with  that  of  the  boundary,  but  with- 
out ever  once  naming  or  alluding  to  it  as  an  item 
in  the  list  of  the  dispute  between  the  4wo  powers. 
It  was  regarded  as  beneath  notice.  He  rejoiced  to 
witness  the  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
relation  to  it;  and  to  find  that  those  who  were  then 
silent  and  indifferent,  now  exhibit  so  much  zeal  and 
vehemence  about  it.  He  took  credit  to  himself  for 
having  contributed  to  bring  this  change  about.  It 
was  he  who  revived  our  claim  when  it  lay  dead 
and  buried  among  the  archives  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment—who called  for  the  correspondence— who 
moved  resolutions  affirming  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  in  reference  to  these  cases,  and  re- 
pelling the  presumptuous  and  insulting  assumption 
on  which  it  was  denied  by  the  Britisn  negotiator. 
Such  was  the  force  of  tmtb,  and  so  solid  the  foun- 


dation on  which  he  rested  oar  claim,  that  his  rea^ 
lutions  received  the  unanimoos  vote  of  this  bodjr; 
but  he  received  no  supports— no,  not  ^  cheerii^ 
word — fVom  the  quarter  which  now  profeates  » 
much  zeal  on  the  subject.  His  utmost  hope  at  the 
time  was  to  keep  alive  our  right,  till  some  propi- 
tious moment  should  arrive  to  assert  it  snccesdoliy. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  case  of  the  Creole  occurred, 
which,  as  shockiiig  and  outrageotis  as  it  is,  was  hot 
the  legitimate  consequence  of  the  principle  main- 
tained by  Lord  Palmerston,  and  on  which  ne  cksed 
the  correspondence  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise. 
Such  was  the  state  of  the  facts  when  the  negotia- 
tion commenced  in  reference  to  these  cases;  and  it 
remains  now  to  be  shown  in  What  state  k  has  left 
them.  In  the  first  place,  the  broad  principles  of  tlM 
law  of  nations,  on  which  he  placed  oar  right  in  his 
resolutions,  have  been  clearly  stated  and  conclusively 
vindicated  in  the  very  able  leUer  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  has  strengthened  oar  cause  not  % 
little,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic  merit  as  the  quarter 
from  which  it  comes.  In  the  next  place,  we  have 
an  explicit  recognition  of  the  principles  for  which 
we  dbntend,  in  the  answer  of  Lord  A^hbarton,  who 
expressly  says  that,  "on  the  great  general  princi- 
ples affecting  this  case,"  f  the  Creole,)  '*they  do  not 
differ,"  and  that  is  followed  by  **an  agage- 
ment  that  instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  her  Majesty's  colonies  on  the  south- 
ern borders  of  the  XJnit^  States,  to  execute  their 
own  laws  with  careful  attention  to  the  wishes  of 
their  Gk>vemment  to  maintain  good  neighborhood; 
and  that  there  shall  be  no  offidoas  interference 
with  American  vessels  driven  by  accident  or  vio- 
lence into  their  ports.  The  laws  and  duties  of  hos- 
pitality shall  be  executed."  This  pledge  was  ac- 
cepted by  our  Executive,  accompanied  by  the  express 
declaration  of  the  President,  through  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  he  places  his  reliance  on  those  prin- 
ciples of  public  law  which  had  been  stated  in  the 
note  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  To  all  this  it  may 
be  added,  that  strong  assurances  are  given,  by  the 
British  negotiator,  of  his  belief  that  a  fiinal  arrange- 
ment may  be  made  of  the  subject  by  positive  stipu- 
lations in  London.  Such  is  the  state  in  which  the 
negotiation  has  left  the  subject. 

Here,  again,  he  would  repeat,  that  such  stipula- 
tions in  the  treaty  itself  would  have  been  prefera- 
ble. But  who  can  deny,  when  he  compares  the 
state  of  the  facts,  as  they  stood  before  and  since  the 
close  of  this  negotiation,  that  we  have  gained— 
largely  gained — in  reference  to  this  important  sob- 
jectl  Is  there  no  difference,  he  would  ask,  betweea 
a  stern  and  peremptory  denial  of  oar  right  on 
the  broad  and  insulting  ground  assumed  \^  Lord 
Palmerston,  and  its  explicit  recognition  by  Lord 
Ashburtoni — none  in  the  pledge  that  instmctiom 
should  be  given  to  guard  against  the  recarrenee 
of  such  cases;  to  a  positive  denial  that  we  had  sat- 
fered  wrong  or  insult,  and  had  any  right  to 
complaint — ^none  between  a  final  closing  of  all 
negotiation,  and  a  strong  assurance  of  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  subject  by  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement by  treatyl  And  would  it  be  wise  or 
prudent  on  our  part  to  reject  what  has  been  gained, 
i)ecause  all  has  not  beeni  As  to  himself,  he  most 
say,  that,  at  the  time  he  moved  his  resolotioos,  he 
little  hoped,  in  the  short  space  of  two  years,  to  ob- 
tain what  has  already  been  gained;  and  that  he  re- 
garded the  prospect  of  a  final  and  satisfoctory  ad- 
justment, at  no  distant  day^  of  this  subject,  so  vital 
in  its  principles  to  his  constituents  and  the  whole 
Sooth,  as  far  more  probable  than  he  then  did  this 
explicit  recognition  of  the  principles  for  which 
he  contended.  In  the  mean  time,  he  felt  assnred 
the  engagement  given  by  the  British  negotiator 
would  be  fulfilled  m  good  faith;  and  that  the  nazard 
of  collision  between  the  countries,  and  the  d»- 
tprbence  of  their  peace  and  friendship,  has  passed 
away,  as  far  as  It  depends  on  this  dangerous  s^ 
:^ct.  But  if  in  this  he  should  unfortunate  be 
mistaken^  we  should  stand  on  much  more  solid 
ground  in  defence  of  our  rights,  in  conseqoence 
of  what  has  been  gained;  as  there  would  then  be 
superadded  broken  faith  to  the  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations. 

*  Having  now  said  what  he  intended  on  the  more 
important  points,  he  would  pass  over,  withoat 
dwelling  on  the  provision  ol  the  treaty  for  de- 
livering up  to  justice  persons  charged  with  cer- 
tain crimes;  the  afilair  of  the  Caroline;  and  the 
correspondence  in  reference  to  impressment  The 
first  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  contained  in 
Jay's  treaty  on  the  same  subject.  On  the  next,  he 
bad  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  almdf  beea 
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said.  As  to  the  last,  he  did  not  doobc  that  the 
strong  ground  taken  in  the  correspondence  against 
the  impressment  of  seamen  on  board  of  oar  mer- 
chant vesseU^  in  time  of  war,  would  have  a  good 
effect.  It  will  contribute  to  convince  Great  Brit- 
ain that  the  practice  cannot  be  renewed,  in  the 
event  of  another  European  war,  without  a  certain 
aod  immediate  conflict  between  the  two  countries. 
I  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  have  now  stated  my  opinion 
fully  and  impartially  on  the  treaty,wlth  the  connected 
subjects.  On  reviewing  the  whole,  and  weighing 
the  reasons  for  and'against  its  ratification,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  former  greatly  preponderate.  If  we 
have  not  gained  all  that  could  be  desired,  we  have 
gained  mach  that  is  desirable;  and.  if  all  has  not  1 
been  settled,  much  has  been— and  that,  not  of  liule 
importance.  It  is  not  of  little  importance  to  have 
ihe  Northeastern  boundarv  settled — and  that  too, 
with  the  consent  of  the  l?tates  immediately  inter- 
ested: a  subject  which  has  been  in  dispute  almost 
Crbm  the  origin  of  the  Grovemment,  and  which 
liad  become  more  and  more  entangled,  and  adverse 
to  our  claim,  on  every  attempt  heretofore  made  to 
settle  it.  Nor  is  it  of  little  importance  to  have  the 
whde  line  of  boundary  between  us  and  the  British 
dominions,  from  the'  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  Rocky  mountains,  settled — a  line  of  more  than 
three  thousand  miles,  with  manv  disputed  points  of 
long  standing,  the  settlement  of  which  had  baffled 
all  previous  attempts.  Nor  is  it  of  little  import- 
ance to  have  adjusted  the  embarrassments  relating 
to  the  African  slave-trade,  by  adopting  the  least  ob- 
jectionable of  the  alternatives.  Nor  to  have  the 
principles  of  the  kiw  of  nations  for  which  we  con- 
tended, in  reference  to  the  Creole  and  other  cases  of 
the  idiid,  recognised  by  Great  Britain;  nor  to  have 
a  solemn  pledge  against  their  recurrence,  with  a 
reasonable  assurance  of  satisfactory  stipulations  by 
treaty.  Nor  is  it  of  little  iraponance  to  have,  by 
the  settlement  of  these  inveterate  and  difficult  ques- 
tions, (he  relation  of  the  two  countries  settled 
down  in  amity  and  peace— permanent  amity  and 

Seace,  as  it  mav  be  hoped — in  the  place  of  that 
oubtful,  unsettled  condition,  between  peace  and  war. 
which  has  for  so  many  years  characterized  it,  and 
which  is  so  hostile  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  of 
both  countries. 


Peace  (said  Mr.  C.)  is  the  first  of  our  wants,  ^ 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  country.  We 
wanted  peace,  to  reform  our  own  Government, 
and  to  relieve  the  country  from  its  great  embarrass- 
ments. Our  Grovemment  is  deeply  disordered;  its 
credit  is  impaired;  its  debt  increasing;  its  expend- 
itures extravagant  and  wasteful;  its  disbursements 
without  efficient  accountability;  and  its  taxes  (for 
duties  are  but  taxes)  cnormousj  unequal,  and  op- 
pressive to  the  great  prodncmg  classes  of  the 
country.  Peace,  settled  and  undisturbed,  is  indis- 
penrable  to  a  thorough  reform,  and  such  a  re- 
ibrm  to  the  duration  of  the  Government  But,  so 
long  as  the  relation  between  the  two  countries  con- 
tinues in  a  state  of  doubt  between  peace  and  war,^ 
all  attempts  at  such  reform  will  prove  abortive. 
The  first  step  in  any  such,  to  be  successful,  must 
be  to  reduce  the  expenditures  to  the  legitimate  and 
economical  wants  of  the  Gh>vernment.  Without 
that,  there  can  be  nothing  worthy  of  the  name;  but 
in  an  unsettled  state  of  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, all  attempts  at  reduction  will  be  baffled  l^ 
the  cry  of  war,  accompanied  by  insinuation^ 
against  the  patriotism  or  those  who  may  be  so 
hardy  as  to  make  them.  Should  the  treaty  be 
ratified,  an  end  will  be  put  to  that,  and  no  excuse 
or  pretext  be  left  to  delay  the  great  and  indispensa- 
ble work  of  reform.  This  may  not  be  desirab'e  to 
those  who  see,  or  fancy  they  see.  benefits  in  high 
duties  and  wasteful  expenditure^  but,  by  the  great  - 
producing  and  tax-paying  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, it  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of 
blessings,  ^'hese  are  not  the  only  reasons  for  want^ 
ing  peace.  We  want  it,  to  enable  the  people  and 
the  States  to  extricate  theqoselves  from  their  em-  j 
bafrassments.  They  are  both  borne  down  by  heavy 
debts,  contracted  in  a  period  of  fallacious  prosperi- 
ty, from  which  there  is  no  other  honest  ana  honora- 
ble extrication  but  the  payment  of  what  is  due.  To 
enable  both  States  and  individuals  to  pay  their 
debts,  they  must  be  left  in  full  possession  of  al!  their 
means,  with  as  little  exactions  or  restrictions  on 
their  industry  as  possible  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. To  this,  a  settled  state  of  peace,  and  an 
open  aikd  free  commerce,  are  indispensable.  With 
these,  and  the  increasing  habits  of  economy  and  in- 
dustry now  everywhere  pervading  the  country,  the 
period  of  embarraasment  wiU  soon  pus  away,  to 


be  succeeded  by  one  of  permanent  and  healthy 
prosperity. 

Peace  is,  indeed,  our  policy.  A  kind  Provi- 
dence has  cast  our  lot  on  a  portion  of  the  globe 
sufficiently  vast  to  satisfy  the  most  grasping  ambi- 
tion,  and  abounding  in  resources  beyona  allothers, 
which  only  require  to  be  fully  developed  to  make 
us  the  greatest  and  most  prosperous  people  on  earth. 
To  the  full  development  of  the  vast  resources  of^ 
09 r  country,  we  nave  political  institutions  most 
happily  constituted.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  a  system  more  so  than  our  Federal  Re- 
public— a  system  of  State  and  General  Govern- 
ments, so  blended  as  to  constitute  one  sublime  whole; 
the  latter  having  charge  of  the  interests  common  to 
all,  and  the  former  those  local  and  peculiar  to  each 
State.  With  a  system  so  happily  constituted,  let  a 
durable  and  firm  peace  be  established,  and  this 
Government  be  confined  rigidly  to  the  few  great 
objects  for  which  it  was  instituted;  leaving  the  States 
to  contend  in  generous  rivalry,  to  develop,  by  the 
arts  of  peace,  their  Respective  resources,  and  a 
scene  of  prosperity  and  happiness  would  follow, 
heretofore  unequalled  on  the  globe.  I  trust  (said 
Mr.  C.)  that  this  treaty  may  prove  the  first  step  to- 
wards such  a  peace.  Once  established  with  Grreat 
Britain,  it  would  not  be  difficult,  with  moderation 
and  prudence,  to  establish  permanent  peace  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  when  our  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  prosperity  may  be  realized. 


BRITISH  TREATY. 

BECRBT  SESSION. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  WILLIAMS, 

OF  MAINB. 

tn  SenaU,August\9, 1842.— On  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Prbadent  :  I  can  truly  ^y  that  "this  is  not 
the  lentertainment  to  which  ray  Slate  was  invited." 
Soon  alter  the  arrival  in  this  country  of  the  special 
minister  from  England,  the  Governor  of  Maine  was 
notified  of  that  fact,  and  informed  that  tkis  minis- 
ler  was  charged  with  fuU  powers  from  his  sovereign 
to  negotiate  and  settle  the  diffet'ent  mailers  in  dis* 
cussion  between  the  two  Governments;  and  had  of- 
ficially announced  to  this  Government  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary  question,  ke  hadatUhorily  to 
treat  for  a  conventioiud  line^  or  line  by  agreement^ 
on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual 
considerations  and  equivalents,  as  mighl  be  thought 
just  and  equiUibU:  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  upon 
a  negotiation  for  such  conventional  line,  as  soon  as 
this  Grovemment  should  say  it  was  authorized  and 
ready,  on  its  part,  to  commence  such  negotiation. 
And  a  strong  appeal  was  made  by  this  Government 
to  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture,*in  order  that  authority  might  be  communica- 
ted to  this  Government  to  settle  the  controversy,  by 
agreeing  upon  a  new  line  of  boundary.  It  was 
known  that  Maine  had  heretofore  declined  to  give 
her  assent  to  a  conventional  line,  and  insisted  upon 
the  line  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783;  and,  to 
induce  her  to  yield  her  assent,  it  was  announced,  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  Gbvernor 
of  Maine,  that  the  President  felt  it  to  be  his  duty, 
unless  some  new  course  should  be  proposed,  to 
cause  the  negotiation  (fur  another  arbitration)  to  be 
resumed,  and  pressed  to  its  conciusion. 

The  Governor  of  Maine  did  not  hesitate,  upon 
such  an  invitation,  and  upon  such  announcements, 
to  convene  the  Legislature,  in  a  busy  season  of  the 
year,  and  at  ^reat  expense  to  the  State;  and  to  sub- 
mit to  its  serious  consideration  the  communication 
made  to  him  from  this  Government 

That  Legislature — "declaring  its  solenm  convic- 
tion that  the  boundary  of  Maine,  on  its  northern 
and  northeastern  frontiers,  as  designated  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  can  be  laid  down  and  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  treaty;  and  that  such 
line  embraces  all  th«  territory  over  which 
Maine  claims  property,  sovereignty,  and  juris- 
diction; and  that  the  Executive  and  Congress 
of  the  United  States  had  recognised  the  va- 
lidity of  that  claim,  in  its  full  extent"— was  yet 
willing  to  regard  the  recommendation  and  request 
of  the  President  with  all  the  respect  due  to  the 
high  source  from  which  they  came;  and  to  look 
carelully  at  the  suggestions  made  by  him,  as  the 
head  of  the  Government  of  the  Unirn,  upon  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  Maine,  as  well  as  to  her 
I  sister  States  of  the  Confederacy.    Thus,  looUAg 


at  the  communication  from  this  Government  to 
the  Governor  of  Maine,  it  was  seen  that,  "without 
the  concurrence  of  the  two  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine,  (whose  rights  are  more  immediately 
concerned— both  having  an  interest  in  the  soil,  and 
one  of  them  in  the  jurisdiction  and  government,) 
the  duly  of  the  General  Government  will  be  to 
adopt  no  new  course:  but,  in  compliance  with 
treaty  stipulations,  and  in  furtherance  of  what  has 
already  been  done,  to  hasten  the  pending  negotia- 
tions as  fast  as  possible:"  that  "the  President  thinks 
it  a  highly  desirable  object  to  prevent  the  delays 
necessarily  incident  to  any  settlement  of  the 
question  by  these  means,"  fnegotiation  and  ar- 
bitration;) that  "it  had  been  round  that  the  ex- 
ploration and  examination  of  the  several  lines 
constitute  a  work  of  three  years;"  that  "the  ex- 
isting commission  for  making  such  explora- 
tion, under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  occupied  two  summers;  and  a  very  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  work  remains  to  be  done;"  that 
'*if  a  joint  commission  should  be  appointed,  and  go 
through  the  same  work,  and  the  commissioners 
should  disagree,  (as  is  very  possible,)  and  an  arbitra- 
tion on  that  account  become  indispensable,  the  ar- 
bitrators might  find  it  necessary  to  make  an  explo- 
ration and  survey  themselves,  or  cause  the  same  to 
be  done  by  others  of  their  own  appointment;"  that 
''if  to  these  catises,  operating  to  postpone  the  final 
decision,  be  added  the  time  necessary  to  appoint 
arbitrators,  and  lor  their  preparation  to  leave  Eu- 
rope for  the  service,  and  the  various  retarding  in- 
ciaents  always  attending  such  operations,  seven  or 
eight  years  constitme,  perhaps,  the  shortest  period 
within  which  we  can  look  for  a  final  result;"  that, 
"In  the  mean  time,  great  expenses  have  been  incur* 
red,  and  further  expenses  cannot  be  avoided;"  thai 
"it  is  well  known  that  the  controversy  has  brought 
heavy  charges  upon  Maine  herself,  to  the  remuneTa" 
Han  or  proper  sttUemenl  of  which  she  cannot  be  ea^ 
peeled  to  be  indi/erenis'*  that  "the  exploration  \xf 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already 
cost  one  hundred  thousand  doUars;  and  the  chai^ge 
of  another  summer's  work  is  in  prospact;"  tluit 
"these  facts  may  be  sufiicient  to  form  a  probable, 
estimate  of  the  whole  expense  likely  to  be  mcurred 
before  the  controversy  can  be  settled  by  arbitration^ 
and  our  experience  admonishes  us  thatanoAlef  ar- 
bitralion  might  fail:"  that  "the  opinion  of  this  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  Ameri- 
can claim  has  been  expressed  so  many  times,  th»t  a 
repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  neceasam"  that  "the 
.iuojecl  is  a  subject  in  dispute;"  that  *Hhe  Government 
has  agreed  to  make  it  a  subject  of  reference 
and  arbitration;  and  it  must  fulfil  that  agreement^ 
unless  another  mode  for  settling  the  controversy 
should  be  resorted  to,  with  b  hope  of  speedier  de- 
cision," that  "the  President  proposes  that  the  Gov-* 
emments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  should  sev- 
erally appoint  commissioners  empowered  to  confer 
with  the  authorities  of  this  Government  upon  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  with  its  terms, 
considerations,  and  equivalentf,  with  an  under- 
standing that  no  such  line  be  agreed  upon  without 
the  assent  of  such  commissioners:"  that  "this  mode 
of  proceeding,  or  some  other  which  shall  expresa 
assent  be foreJuind,  seems  indispensable,  if  any  ne- 
gotiation for  a  conventional  line  is  to  be  had;  since, 
if  happily  a  treaty  should  be  the  result  of  a  nego- 
tiation, it  can  only  be  submitied  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  ratification,"  and  that  "these  con- 
siderations, in  addition  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  a  firm  conviction  in  tne  mind  of  the 
President  that  the  interests  of  both  countries,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  two  Slates  more  imme- 
diately concerned,  require  a  prompt  efiTort  to  bring 
this  dispute  to  an  end,  constrain  him  to  express  an 
earnest  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  convene 
the  Legislature  of  Maine,  and  submit  the,  subject  to 
its  grave  and  candid  deliberation." 

It  cannot  be  unknown  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country,  that  Maine,  ever  since  she  became  a  State, 
has  insisted  upon  her  absolute  and  perfect  right  to 
all  the  territory  claimed  by  her;  and  that  such  is 
her  right,  has  been  admitted  and  proclaimed  by 
all  departments  of  the  General  Government  Maine 
has  uniformly  protested  against  her  right  being 
brought  into  jeopardy  by  any  submission  of  it  to 
arbitration:  and  the  protest  of  the  lamented 
Ciovemor  Lincoln,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  and  published  by  order  of  Cou- 
gress,  prior  to  the  sub^rission  to  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Maine  as  a  noble  and  masterly  effort  of  a 
patriot  and  statesman  to  arrest  the  downward  course 
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The  British  Treaty— Mr,  Williams. 


^hich  diplomacy  and  treaties  had  given  to  our 
oace  certitin  and  undisputed  title,  and  should  have 
prevented  the  submission  of  the  territorial  rights  of 
a  sovereign  State  to  the  arbitrament  of  any  foreign 
power.  But,  unfortunately  for  Maine,  and  Ithinir 
for  the  nation,  the  reference  was  made;  and  we  all 
know  the  result  of  it — precisely  what  was  foretold'; 
the  arbiter  split. the  diiference,  recommending  a 
line  which  he  thought  more  convenient,  and  giving 
to  Great  Britain  that  portion  of  the  territory 
claimed  by  Maine  which  was  necessary  to  the  di- 
rect conimunication  between  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick.  That  award  or 
recommendation  was  not  ratified  by  this  Govern- 
ment; and  further  efforts  have  been  made  on  our 
part  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the  line,  according  io 
the  treaJhf  of  17^:  but  the  British  Government 
would  not  treat  further  upon  thai  basiSj  unless  our 
Government  would  first  agree  to  certain  pre- 
liminaries, which  would  weaken,  if  notdestroy,  our 
claim.  And  now,  ten  years  after  the  award  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  was  rejected,  Maine  is 
told  by  this  G^eral  Government,  to  which  she 
has  a  right  to  look  for  the  protection  and  preserva- 
tion of  her  rights,  and  which  is  bound  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  defend  her  in  the  enjoyment  of  her 
whole  territory,  that,  unless  she  will  authorize  a 
conventional  line,  her  rights  must  a^in  be  sub- 
jected to  the  judgment  and  final  disposition  and  ar- 
bitrament otjomgners  i — that  seven  or  eight  years 
is  the  least  time  in  which  we  may  expect  a  decision; 
and  then  it  may  fail,  BS  did  the  former  attempt  to 
settle  the  question  by  arbitration ! ! 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Maine,  as  well  as 
"*  their  Li^^ature,  have  a  perfect  horror  of  seeing 
tkeir  rights,  or  the  rights  of  any  sovereign  State  of 
thb^Uiiion,  submitted  again  to  the  arbitrament  and 
disposal  of  aiy  foreign  sovereign  whatever.  Our 
controversy  is  with  Great  Britain — between  a  re- 
public on  one  side,  and  a  monarchy  on  the  other; 
and  this  controversy  relates  to  the  line  dividing 
4mr  Statestaidker  provinces;  to  what  belongs  tons 
hy  ike  tetms  of  the  treaty  which  acknowledged  our 
kidependence,  and  to  what  is  claimed  to  be  neces- 
sary  to  th&ia/tfly  amd  convenienu  of  her  provinces. 
Was  it  safb  or  prudent  to  submit  our  rights  in  such 
ft  ease  to  any  arbitration?  and  more  especially  is  it 
safe  again  to  submit  them  to  such  an  arbitration  as 
that  l^ld  out  to  Maine  as  the  only  alternative,  (if 
she  wUl  not  consent  to  a  conventional  line,)  to 
eonajst.  of  wrbit^^sUrrs  to  be  appointed  by  some  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Ewrop^ 

Mr.  President,  Great  Britain  is  an  old,  powerful, 
md  intriguing  Government.  Her  influence  and 
diplomacy  pervade  all  European  Governments; 
and  what  could  Maine  erpect  from  arbitrators 
chosen  by  those  Governments  ?  We  have  not  for- 
Nffotten  the  result  of  one  arbitration;  and  who  can 
expect  us  to  run  the  risk  of  another,  to  be  consti- 
tnted  as  proposed  by  the  President?  No,  sir.  Maine 
does  not  wish  her  rights  submitted  to  the  will  or 
yndgmeni  oCforeignerSf  or  to  arbitrators  o^otn^  by 
foreigners. 

This  was  well  understood  here,  before  the  Pres- 
ident made  his  appeal  to  the  Governor  of  Maine 
to  convene  the  Legislature,  and  submit  the  subject 
to  its  grave  and  candid  consideration;  and  it  was 
also  known  here,  as  well  as  in  Maine,  that  while 
the  people  of  Maine,  and  all  departments  of  her 
Government,  had  the  most  unshaken  confidence  in 
her  perfect  right  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  all  the  dis- 
puted territory;  yet  that  there  was  a  general  will- 
ingness on  her  part  to  modify  the  line  of  the  treaty, 
so  that  a  new  line  might  be  established  more  con- 
venient to  both  parties  than  that  described  in  the 
treaty,— such,  for  instance,  as  giving  toGreat  Britain 
all  north  and  east  of  the  St.  John,  and  to  Maine 
all  west  and  south  of  that  river;  or  to  give  to  Great 
Britain  the  line  recommended  by  the  Dutch  king, 
and  to  Maine  the  strip  of  land  north  of  Eel  river 
and  west  of  the  St.  John,  with  the  right  of  naviga- 
tion, and  other  equivalents;  or  of  yielding  to  Great 
Britain  a  permanent  right  of  way  over  our  territo- 
ry, to  convene  her  provinces,  for  a  permanent  right 
of  navi^tion  of  that  part  of  the  St.  John  within 
her  limits,  to  convene  the  citizens  of  Alaine  set- 
tled upon  the  St  John  and  its  tributaries. 

In  tnis  condition  of  things  it  was  that  the  Presi- 
dent announced  to  the  Governor  of  Maine  the  ar- 
rival at  the  seat  of  Gk)vernment  of  a  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary and  special,  with  full  powers  from  his 
sovereign  to  negotiate  and  settle  alt  matters  in  dis- 
CQssion  between  the  two  Governments,  and  that  that 
minister  had  announce  that  he  was  aathorized  to 
treat  for  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement, 


OB  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  wiib  such  mu- 
tual considerations  ai  d  equivalents,  as  may  be 
thought  just  and  reasonable. 

The  I^egislature  was  assembled,  and  the  Presi- 
dent's views,  as  contained  in  the  leUer  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  were  submitted  to  it;  and  the  result 
was  the  following,  among  other  preamble  and  res- 
olutiotLs,  viz: 

**Whereafl  the  Government  ofihe  United  State's,  not  poeeess- 
in^  the  constitutional  power  to  conclude  any  such  negotiation 
without  the  aMent  of  Maine,  has  invited  the  Government  of  this 
S<aie  to  CO  operate  to  a  certain  extent  and  in  a  certain  form,  In 
an  endeavor  to  terminate  a  controversy  of  so  long  duration. 
Now,  considering  the  premises,  and  believing  that  ilie  people  of 
the  United  Stales,  after  having  aireadv  mamfeaied  a  forbear- 
ance honorable  to  their  character,  under  long-continued  viola- 
tions of  their  rights  by  a  foreign  nation;  and  though  not  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  unfounded  pieiensiona,  are  still  willing,  in  re- 
gard to  the  proposal  now  made  by  the  General  Governmeot,  {q 
give  additional  evidence  to  their  fellow-citizena  throughout  the 
United  States  of  their  desire  to  preserve  the  j)eace  of  this  Union, 
by  taking  mrasu  res  to  discuss  and  concJude,  if  possible,  thesut>- 
ject  in  controversy  in  a  manner  that  will  secure  the  honor  and 
interest  of  the  Slate,  this  I^egiolature  adopts  the  following  leso- 
Iniions — with  the  understanding,  however,  thati,  nthe  event  of 
a  foilure  of  such  endeavor  toward  an  arrangement,  no  pro- 
ceedings thereunder  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  in 
any  manner  the  rights  of  the  litate  as  they  have  been  herein 
asserted  fo  exist. 

^^Reaolved^  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  ballot,  in  conven- 
tion of  both  branches  of  the  I^islature  four  persons  who  aie 
hereby  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State  to 
repair  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  IJnited  Suttee,  and  to 
confer  with  the  authorities  of  that  Government  touching  a  cjod- 
ventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement,  between  the  tftate  of  Maine 
and  the  British  provinces,  having  regArd  to  the  line  designated 
by  the  treaty  or  1783,  as  uniformly  claimed  by  this  Siate,  and 
to  the  declarations  and  views  expressed  in  the  foregoing  pre* 
amble;  and  to  give  the  asssot  of  this  State  to  anj  such  coQven* 
tional  line,  with  such  terms,  conditions,  considerations,  and 
equivalents,  as  they  shall  deam  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  State:  with  tlM  onderstanding  that  no  such  line 
be  agreed  upon  without  tho  unantmout  assorit  of  such  com- 
missioners. 

^^Retolved^  That  this  State  cannot  regard  the  r«linqui*hment 
by  the  Britigh  Oovemment  of  any  claim  herehffore  ad- 
vanced by  it  to  territory  included  within  the  Uimt*  of  the 
line  of  this  Slate  as  designated  by  the  treaty^  of  1783,  and 
teniformiy  elaimed  by  Maine,  as  a  amsideration  or  equiva- 
em  within  the  meamng  of  these  resolutions." 

The  commissioners,  thus  appointed  and  thus  au- 
thorized, came  here  in  the  fond  hope  of  aiding  the 
General  Government  in  settling  the  long-ponding 
and  irritating  question  of  the  Northeastern  bound- 
ary, in  a  manner  honorable  to  both  nations,  consist- 
ent with  the  rights  of  Maine,  and  promoting  the 
convenience  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  both 
countries.  And  how  were  these  fond  hopes  blasted! 
The  first  official  communication  in  reference  to  our 
boundary  is  that  of  Lord  Ashburton,  of  21st  June, 
wherein  he  shadows  forth  the  line  of  boundary  ana 
equivalents  which  he  came  all  the  way  from  Cng- 
laud,  as  the  special  minister  of  her  Maiesty,  to  offer 
to  us  as  "a  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  considerations 
and  equivalents,  as  may  be  thought ^'i^  and  reason' 
able."  And  what  is  it?  To  understand  what  it  is, 
we  must  take  the  answer  of  the  commissioners  of 
Maine,  of  29th  June,  in  connexion  with  his  Lord- 
ship's letter;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  the 
amount  of  it: — the  river  Si/John.  from  the  place 
where  the  due-north  line  from  toe  monument  at 
the* source  of  the  St.  Croix  strikes  it,  to  some  one 
of  its  sources,  (meaning  the  source  near  the  head 
waters  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec,)  with  a 
strip  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  to  include 
the  Madawaska  settlement,  and  to  extend  from  the 
Aroostook  to  Fish  river,  shall  be  the  boundary; 
and  that  all  lumber  and  produce  of  the  forest  of  the 
tributary  waters  of  the  St.  John  shall  be  received 
freely,  without  duty,  and  dealt  with  in  every  re- 
spect like  the  same  articles  in  the  province  of  mw 
Brunswick,  is  the  equivalent ! !  In  other  words,  his 
Lordship  proposes  to  take  from  Maine  about  five 
milUons  of  acres  of  her  territory,  and  to  compensate 
her  therefor  by  allowing  the  timber  of  the  forest  of 
the  tributary  waters  of  the  St.  John  to  be  received 
freely  and  without  duty  at  the  city  of  St.  John's — 
their  market—and  dealt  with  in  every  respect  like 
their  produce;  thereby  securing  a  trade  quite  as 
important  and  beneficial  to  tneir  provinces  as 
to  Maine!  Mr.  President,  i  was  glad  to  see 
that  this  proposition,  so  unju<<t  in  itself,  and  so  in- 
sulting to  the  people  of  Maine,  was  promptly  re- 
jected by  oar  commissioners;  and  my  regret  is,  that 
they  did  not  content  themselves  with  simply  an- 
nouncing that  fact.  I  feel  confident  that  they  would 
have  been  justified  in  so  doing,  not  only  by  the 
Legislature  and  people  of  Maine,  but  by  the  nation. 
More  especially  so,  when  it  i9  disclosed  in  that 
same  communication  of  June  29th,  "  that  xhey  have 
been  assured  that  Lord  Ashburton  is  restrained  by 
kis  instructions  from  yielding  the  island  of  Grand 
MenaB,  or  any  other  of  the  islands  in  Passama^ 


quoddy  bay,  or  even  any  portion  of  the  narrow 
of  territory  which  lies  between  the  dne-nuitb  Use 
from  the  source  of^  the  St.  Croix  and  the  St.  Joba  > 
river,  above  Eel  river,  (so  called,)  as  an  eooivaloii 
for  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed  by  Maine  as 
within  her  boundaries!"  Restrained  by  his  in- 
structionsi  Why,  sir,  was  not  the  Grovenor 
of  Maine  assured  by  the  President  that  Lord 
Ashburton,  a  minister  plenipotentiary  and  spe- 
cial, had  arrived,  charged  wuh  fuU  powers  from 
his  sovereign  to  negotiate  and  settle  all  matit-rsin 
controversy  1  And  that  he,  (Lord  Ashburton,)  had 
officially  announced  to  this  Government,  that,iare- 
gard  to  the  boundary  question,  he  had  authority  to 
treat  for  a  conventional  line,  with  such  mutual  coa- 
siderations  and  equivalents  a^mt^A/  he  thought  just 
andemdtable?  Further,  sir;  is  it  not  true,  as  Easbea 
stalecl  by  many,  that  the  Legislature  of  Maine  were 
restrained  from  limiting  tne  powers  of  (heir  com- 
missioners, by  representations,  from  here  that  Locd 
Ashburton,  having  fuU  powers,  might  object  to 
treating  at  all  with  commissioners  not  posatssimg 
equally  full  powers  ? 

If  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Maine,  upon 
learning  the  boundary  and  equivalents  proposed  by 
Lord  Ashburton — and  more  ^Specially  upon  finding 
that  he  was  restrained  by  tnstT%ictiofis — had  contesi- 
ed  themselves  with  i ejecting  the  proposition  df  Lord 
Ashburton,  (as  they  very  properly  did,)  we  would 
not  have  had  such  a  treaty  as  that  now  under  con- 
sideration to  act  upon.  Lord  Ashburton  must 
have  been  relieved  from  the  restraint  impowd  upon 
him  by  instrciclions,  or  have  suffer^  the  nego- 
tiation to  terminate  upon  his  proposition;  which 
the  nation  would  applaud  the  commissioners  of 
Maine  for  rejecting.  But  it  was  not  so^  The 
commissioners  were  unwilling  to  forego  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  adjusting  a  controvert  so  long 
pending,  and  so  vexatious  to  the  people  of  Maine; 
they  knew  that  the  General  Grovernment,  the  Stale 
Governments,  the  nation  itself,  were  all  desirous 
that  the  question  should  be  sealed;  and,  if  not  settled, 
through  any  fault  or  obstinacy  on  their  part,  that 
Maine  would  stand  worse  than  ever  upon  tnis  all-in- 
teresting question,  at  home  and  abroad;  hence  their 
counter-proposiiion  to  Lord  Ashburton,  more  liber&l, 
and  yielding  more  for  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood than  could  have  been  anticipated  by  the  peo- 
ple or  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine:  that  was  re^ 
]ected;  and  there  the  subject  would  have  rested,  hai 
for  the  renewed  efforts  by  the  Cfeneral  GovemmeiU 
itself,  whereby  the  line  and  equivalents  mentiooed 
in  the  treaty  now  under  consideration,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  with  the  following  r^ 
marks: 

"The  line  suggeited,  with  the  compensationa  and  equirt- 
lants  which  have  been  stated,  ie  now  pubmiited  for  jomr  cee- 
eideration.  That  it  is  all  which  might  have  beea  hoped  for,  Pek- 
ing to  (he  alrengih  of  the  American  claim,  can  hardly  be  nH 
But,  as  (he  setiTcmetit  of  a  controversy  of  Fuch  deration  H  a 
matter  of  high  importance;  as  equivalents  of  ODdoubled  valw 
are  offered;  as  longer  postponement  and  delay  woa)d  teed  (o 
further  inconvenience,  and  ;o  .the  incurring  of  farther  ex- 
penses: and  as  no  belter  occasion— or,  perlia^w,  any  other  occ»- 
sion— for  settling  the  boundary  by  agreemeoL,  or  on  the  pried- 
pie  of  equivalenta,  is  ever  likely  to  present  icnel^  theGoms- 
mentof  the  United  States  hopes  that  the  connnlasioMriof  the 
two  Biales  will  find  it  to  be  consistent  wiib  their  duty  tn  aswiit 
to  the  line  proposed,  and  to  th«  terms  and  conditions  aueo&^ 
the  proposition. 

"The  President  has  felt  the  deepest  anziecy  for  tlie  uncaWe 
settlement  of  the  question,  in  a  manner  bononMe  to  the  osoo- 
try,  and  such  as  should  preserve  (he  rights  and  intereslaof  the 
Slates  concerned.  From  the  moment  of  the  anDoant^emeatof 
Lord  Ashburton's  mission,  he  has  s^oloucdy  endeavored  to 
pursue  a  course  the  most  respectful  towards  I  he  States,  aod  tlM 
'ost  useful  to  their  interests,  as  well  a«  most  becoming  is 
^he  dignity  and  character  of  the  Government.  He  will  be  hap- 
py if  the  result  shall  be  such  as  shall  satisfy  Maine  and  Has- 
sachusetts,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  country.  With  these  vnh 
timonts  on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  with  ihe  esnvietism 
that  no  mere  advantageous  arrangement  can  be  aude,  ite 
subject  is  now  referred  to  the  grave  delitwration  of  the  com- 
missioners." 

Ah!  no  better  occasion,  and  perhaps  any  other 
occasion  for  settling  the  boundary  by  agreement 
is  ever  likely  to  present  iiself,  and  with  the  con- 
viction that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement 
can  be  made^  the  subject  is  referred  to  the  gmit 
deliberation  of  the  commissioners.  Bv  whom?  By 
the  President^  and  that  Government  which  is  hooiul 
by  the  Constitution  to  protect  Maine  in  all  her 
rights,  and  without  whose  protection  it  is  vain  f^r 
any  State  to  contend  with  a  foreign  Government, 
however  just  and  well  founded  be  her  ckim. 
Thus  abandoned  and  thus  admonished  by  the  oiily 
power  (o  which  Maine  could  look  for  the  main- 
tenance  and  establishment  of  her  just  rights,  it  is 
said  that  she  has  assented  to  the  line;  and  heseCj 
that  we  are  called  upon  merely  to  ratify  and  cob- 
firm  what  has  been  agreed  jipon  by  the  ptatks  Ua- 


Aa^itiWit. 


APPlSffDIX  to  l^fe  CONOllBSSIOMAL  OLOBE. 


t» 


Coifo*«*«3D  Sks». 


TheBritUh  Treaty— Mr.  Williams. 


Senate. 


odediately  interested  in  the  controversy.  Not  ex- 
actly so.  Massachusetts^  owning  a  moiety  of  the 
w^f^  surrendered,  is  satisfied  with  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  those  acres;  but  the  commissioners  of 
Maiae,  now  abandoned  by  her  co-prqprictor  of  the 
soil,  and  by  the  Qetusral  Qovernment,  which  is 
bound  to  protect  her  Hghts,  are  left  to  the  grave 
'Onsuier'€Ut(m  of  the  teims  proposed  by  our  ovm 
CUmertmnent,  under  the  assurance  that  no  heUery  and, 
perhaps,  no  other  occasion  for  sealing  the  boundary 
t>y.  agreement  is  ever  likely  to  present  iiselfj  and 
With  th«  conviction  that  i%o  more  advantageous  ar- 
r^tn^entetU  can  be  made.  In  this  condition  of  things, 
I  pray  you  to  hear  these  commissioners. 

T^AfotiM  CkmnuMtonera  to  Mr.  Webster,    * 
„        ..^  *  WAaHiHOTOM,  July  22,  1842. 

Bm:  The  unduaigned,  commMSiooen  of  th«  State  of  Maim 
>n  ttM-subieciof  tbe  Noitheaatera  boundary,  have  ihe  honor  to 
iickaowlerlf^  the  receiptor  7ournote,  addreaeed  to  them,  under 
Jate  of  the  15th  Inetant,  with  encloeuree  therein  referred  to. 
riiHB  propoaltion  fint  enbmitted  by  the  special  niiniater  of  Great 
Britain,  <sii  tbe  subject  of  the  boundary,  having  been  disagreed 
lo;  and  the  propoeition  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  assent  of  the  commiasioners  of  Maine  and  Massachu- 
Mita,  having  been  rejected  as  inadmissible,  coupled  with  an  ex- 
prfMHiiuD  of  surprise  that  it  should  hare  been  made;  and  Lord 
Aahburton,  in  the  same  comrounication,  having  intimated  a 

f>rereretice  for  cmafereDce  rather  than  conespondance,  and  bar- 
ng  omitted  ho  his  note  to  make  any  new  proposition,  except  a 
qualified  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  Ills  former  one,— we  learn 
fmm  jour  note  that  you  **have  had  full  and  frequent  confer- 
ences with  him  respecting  the  Northeastern  boundary,"  and 
that  you  '*belieTe  you  understand  what  is  practicable  to  be  done 
on  that  eubject,  so  far  as  he  (Lord  Ashburtoo)  is  concerned." 
IVe  also  learn  that,  *io  these  coofBrenccs,  he  has  nuule  no  pos- 
itive or  blDding  propoeition— thinking,  perhaps,  it  would  be 
mere  desirable,  under  present  circumstances,  tnat  such  a  prop- 
ositioo  should  proceed  fiom  the  side  of  the  United  States:*'  but 
that  jrott  have  vsaiba  to  believe  that  he  would  agree  to  a  line  of 
boundarj  such  as  is  described  in  tbe  paper  accompanying  your 
note,  (marked  B;)  and,  also,  that  you  enieruiln  the  conviction 
**tliat  oo  mors  advantageous  arrangement  can  be  made;"  and, 
wlih  this  conviction,  you  refer  the  subject  to  the  grave  delibera- 
tion of  the  commiasioners. 

Regardliig  thie  as  substantially  a  proposition  on  tbe  part  of 
the  United  States,  with  tbe  knowledge  and  assent  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  as  the  one  most  favorable  xo  us  which,  imder  any  cir- 
cnmstaooes,  the  latter  Government  would  either  offer  or  ac- 
cept, the  nndcrngned  have  not   failed  to  bestow  upon  it  the 
Ktare  deliberation  and  consideration  which  its  nature  and  im- 
portance, and  their  own  responsible  position,  demand.    If  the 
result  of  that  deliberation  should  not  lully  justifv  the  expressed 
hopes,  or  meet  the  expectations  and  views  of  the  Govers'ment 
of  the  United  States,  we  beg  you  to  be  asrared  that  such  fail- 
ure will   be   the  result  of  their  firm  convictions  of  duty  to 
the  State  they  represent,  and  wilt  not  arise  from  any  want  of  an 
anxious  desue,  on  their  part,  to  brio^  the  controversy  to  an 
amicable,  iuAt,  and  honorable  termination.    In  coming  to  this 
cdnsideratioO}  they  have  not  been  unmindAil  that  the  Sute  of 
Maine,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of  her  absolute  ri|[ht  to  the 
whole  territory  drawn  into  controversy;  and  sustained,  as  she 
has  been,  by  tbe  unanimous  concurrence  of  her  sister  Staten. 
and  of  the  Geveniment  of  the  Union,  repeatedly  expressed  and 
cotdially  given,  and  without  a  wavering  doubi  as  to  the  perfect 
practicabtJity  of  marking  the  treaty  line  upon  tbe  face  of  the 
earth,acconruig  to  her  claim,— has  yet,  at  all  tinnes,  manifested  a 
spirit  of  forbearance  and  patience  under  whatshe  could  not  but 
deem  tmloBaded  pretensions,  and  unwarrantable  delays,  and  ir- 
ritating encroachments.    In  the  midst  of  all  the  provocations  to 
resistance,  aiM)  to  the  assertion  and  mainlenaoce  of  her  extreme 
rights,  she  has  never  forgotten  that  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Union;  end  she  has  endeavored  to  deserve  the  respect,  sym- 
puby,  and  co  operation  of  hex  sbMer  States,  by  pursuing  a 
course  equally  removed  from  pusilianiraiiy  and  rashness,  and 
by  mafaitaining  herdifTicult  position  in  a  spirit  that  would  fbi- 
bear  much  for  peace,  but  would  yield  nothing  through  fear.  At 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  she  has  been  ready  and 
anxlpus  to  brine  the  eontroversy  to  a  close  upon  terms  honor- 
able and  equitable,  and  to  unite  in  any  proper  scheme  to  ef- 
fect that  object,    in  this  spirit,  and  with  these  convictions, 
Maine  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Geneiml  Government,  made  through  you,  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners 

That  no  obstacle  might  bo  Interposed  to  tbe  successful  issue 
ofthts  negotiation,  her  Legi8lal%-e  kave  to  her  commissioners 
ample  anti  onlimited  powers,  whien,  but  for  the  presumed  ne- 
iiimiilw   of  tbe  case,  her  people  would  be  slow  to  yield  to  any 
fuoctmaaries.     iter  commissioners,  thus  appointed  and  thus 
empowered,  assumed  tlie  duties  imposed  upon  them  in  the 
spliit  and  with  the  views  of  the  Gfovernmenl and  people  of 
Maine.    They  came  to  the  nenitlaiion  with  a  firm  conviction  of 
her  cigbts,  but  with  a  dlsfKNritlon  and  determination  to  meet  a 
conventional  llne^na  similar  spirit,  and  to  yield,  for  any  reas- 
onable equivalent,  all  that  they  presumed  would  be  asked  or 
drsired  by  the  other  party.    They,  with  the  other  citizens  of 
Maiae,  were  not  uoappriMd  of  tbe  fact  so  often  alluded  to  in 
our  fbineer  communications — that  England  bad  long  been  anx- 
ious to  obtain  the  undiiiputed  possession  of  that  portion  of  the 
territory  which  would  enable  her  to  maintain  a  dh'ect  and  un- 
interrupted communication  between  tier  provinces,    kto  far  as 
they  could  learn  from  any  soorce,  this  was  the  only  professed 
objeet  she  bad  in  view,  and  the  only  one  which  had  been  re- 
garded as  in  contf  mplation. 

With  this  understanding,  the  tmdeivigned  at  once  decided  to 
yield,  tfpon  Che  most  liberal  terms,  this  long  sought  convenience; 
kM  they  indulged  the  confident  expectation  uiat  such  a  con- 
ceasloR  would  at  once  meet  all  the  wants  and  wishes  of  (he  : 
English  Government,  and  bring  the  mission  to  a  speedy  ami  , 
satisfactory  close.    WKen,  therefore,  we  were  met  at  the  outset  ' 
by  a  proposition  which  reuuireU  the  ceeslon  on  our  part  of  all 
tbe  territory  north  of  the  St.  John  river,  and  enoueh  of  tlie  ' 
territory  on  the  south  side  to  include  the  Hadawaska  settle-  • 
meot,exteiM)inff  at  least  fiAv  mites  up  that  river,  with  no  other  | 
rquivalents  to  us  than  the  limited  right  to  float  timber  down  \ 
liiat  river,  and  to  the  United  States  the  small  tracts  adjacent  to  ; 
the45(b  parallel  of  latitude  in  other  Stales,  we  could  not  but 
express  our  regret  to  be  thus,  as  it  were,  repelled.    But)  regard- 


lUjg  this  rather  as  the  extreme  limit  of  a  claim,  subject,  not- 
wiibstauding  ih^  strong  language  of  Lord  Asfaburton,  to  be  re- 
strained and  limited,^we  deemed  it  p^roper,  in  our  oonHnunica- 
tion  of  the  16th  instant,  after  declining  to  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition, inconjugction  with  tho  commiaioners  of  Massachusetts, 
to  p(>int  out  and  offer  a  qpoventional  line  of  boundary  as 
therein  specified.  In  fixing  oo  this  line,  we  were  mainly  anx- 
ious to  select  such  a  one  as  should  at  once  and  pre-eminently 
give  to  Great  Briialn  all  that  was  necessary  for  her  understood 
object,  and  to  preserve  to  Maine  the  remainder  ui  her  leiritery. 
Tu  accomplish  this  objea,  we  departed  from  the  rivet  to  se- 
cure the  unobstructed  use  of  tbe  accustomed  'way  from  Que- 
bec ta  Halifax.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  objection  baa  been 
made  from  any  quarter  to  this  line,  as  not  giving  up  to  Great 
Britain  all  that  she  seeded^  or  could  reasonably  ask,  for  the 
above  purpose.  And  alihougb  Lord  Aahburton  did  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  "examine  the  line  (proposed)  in  its  precise  de- 
tails," er  to  look  at  a  map  on  which  it  could  most  readily  be 
traced;  and  although  he  has  seen  fit  to  say  that  he  was  ''quite 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a  proposal,"  yet  he  has  not  inti- 
mated that  the  line  suggested  fails,  in  any  respect,  to  meet  the 
object  wo  bad  in  view,  and  which  we  frankly  and  readily 
avowed. 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  sir,  that  we  had  determined  upon  no 
such  inflexible  adherence  to  that  exact  demarcation  as  would 
have  prevented  us  from  changing  it,  upon  any  reasonable  evi- 
dence that  it  did  not,  in  every  respet^  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  abovestated  propoeition  in  relation  to  a  perfect  line  of  com- 
munication. But  believing  then,  as  wedo  now,  that  it  did  thus 
meet  all  these  requirements;  and  although  it  was,  as  we  feel 
bound  to  say,  the.general  and  confident  expectation  of  tbe  peo< 
pie  of  Maine,  that  anv  relinquishment  on  our  part  of  iurisdiciien 
and  territory  would  be,  in  part  at  least,  compensatea  from  that 
strip  of  contiguous  territory  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Bt.  John: 

Set,  when  we  were  solemnly  assured  that  no  such  cession  could 
e  made  under  his  Liirdship's  instiiictloos,  we  forebore  to  press 
for  this  reasonable  and  just  exchange,  and  contented  ourselves 
with  accepting  the  limhed  right  of  navigation  of  the  river,  as  the 
only  Aqulvaleni  firom  Great  Britain  for  ttM  territory  and  juris- 
diciioo  we  ofibred  to  surrender;  and,  as  you  wUI  resnark,  we  of- 
fered not  merely  a  right  of  way  on  land,  for  a  similar  easement 
on  the  water,  but  the  entire  and  absolute  title  to  the  land  and 

i'urudiction  of  the  large  tract  north  and  east  of  the  line  specified, 
t  cannot  be  denied  that  It  preserves  to  us  a  frontier  in  a  forest 
almost  impenetrable  on  the  north,  which  would  deftod  itself  by 
ita  own  natural  character;  arnl  that,  If  any  thing  should  be  deduct- 
ed fr.)m  the  agricultural  value  of  that  portion  beyond  the  Made- 
wai&a  settfements,  on  account  of  its  rnggedness  and  its  want  of 
attraction  to  settlers,  msch  may  justly  be  added  to  itsmalue  as  a 
boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

The  value  of  this  tract  to  ^ceat  Britain,  lioth  In  a  civil  and 
military  point  of  view,  cannot  oe  overlooked.  It  gives  her  the 
much-coveted  route  for  the  meventent  of  troops  in  war,  and 
her  mails  and  passengers  in  peace;  and  is  most  particulariy 
imporumt  In  case  of  renewed  outbreaks  in  her  North  American 
colonies.  The  assumption  of  jurisdiction  In  the  Madawaska 
settlement,  and  the  pertinacity  with  which  It  has  been  main- 
tained, are  practical  evidence  of  the  value  attached  to  the  tract 
by  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

We  have  alluded  to  these  views  of  tlie  value  and  importance 
of  this  territory,  not  with  any  design  of  expressing  our  regret 
that  we. have  thus  offered  it;  but  to  show  that  we  are  fully  aware 
of  all  these  views  and  circumstances  affecting  the  question,  and 
that  We  duly  appreciate  the  far-seeing  sagacity  and  prudence  of 
those  British  statesmen  who  so  twAj  at  empted  to  secure  it  aa  a 
cession,  by  negotiation,  and  tbe  suggestion  of  equivalents. 

Tbe  answer  of  Lord  Ashburton  to  your  note  of  the  8ih  instant, 
contained  a  distinct  rejection  of  our  offbr,  with  a  substantial 
withdrawal  of  his  claira  to  any  territory  south  of  the  river  St. 
John;  but  not  modifying  the  claim  for  the  relinquishment,  en 
the  part  of  Maine  and  the  United  States,  of  all  north  of  that 
river.  Our  views  in  reference  to  many  of  the  topics  in  his 
Lordship's  replv,  we  have  had  tbe  honor  heretofore  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  in  our  oote  of  the  16th  instant;  and  to  that  an- 
swer we  would  now  reibr,  as  forming  an  imporunt  part  of  this 
negotiation,  and  as  containing  our  refusal  of  the  line  indicated. 
We  are  now  called  upon  to  consider  the  final  proposition  made 
by  or  through  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  for  our 
consliieration  and  acceptance.  Tbe  line  indicated  may  be  short- 
ly defined  as  the  line  recommended  by  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  an  addiUon  thereto  of  a  strip  of  lend  at  the  base  of 
the  highUmds,  running  to  tho  source  of  the  southwest  branch  of 
the  St.  John.  The  examination  and  consideration  of  all  other 
lines,  which  might  better  meet  our  views  and  objects,  have 
been  precluded  by  the  declaration,  and  other  plenary  evidence 
we  have,  that  the  line  specified  in  your  communication  is  the 
most  advantageous  that  can  be  ofTored  to  us;  and  that  no  one  of 
less  extent}  or  yielding  in  fact  less  .to  tihe  otiier  party,  can  be 
deemed  aamissible.  Wc  are,  therefore,  brought  to  the  single 
and  simple  consideration  of  the  question,  whether  we  i9an,  con- 
sistently with  our  views  of  our  duty  to  the  State  we  represent, 
accept  the  proposition  subnqited  by  you. 

8o  f^r  as  any  claim  Is  interposed,  based  upon  a  supposed 
equity  arising  from  the  recommendation  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  our  former  note  for  our 
views  on  that  topic.  We  lisve  now  only  to  add,  that  we  came 
to  this  conference  untrammelled  and  free;  to  see  if,  in  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  equhy,  we  could  not  find  and  agree  upon  some  new 
line,  which,  while  it  yielded  all  that  was  needed  by  one  party, 
might  fairly  be  the  motive  and  groundwork  for  equivalent  terri- 
tory or  riignts  granted  to  the  other;  and  that  we  cannot  make 
any  admission,  or  consent  to  any  proposition,  which  would  not 
revive,  but  put  vitality  and  power  into  thst  which,  up  to  this 
time,  has  never  possessed  either.  We  base  our  whole  aatlon  on 
grounds  entirely  independent  of  that  advice  of  the  arbuer. 

It  may  possibly  be  intimated  in  this  connexion,  as  it  has  more 
than  once  been  heretofore,  that  the  commissiqnere  of  Mainr, 
and  the  people  of  that  State,  are  disposed  to  regard  the  whole 
territory  as  clearly  failing  within  ihelr  rightful  limits;  and  are 
not  willing  to  consider  Ihe  question  asons  in  doubt  and  dispute, 
and,  iher^ore,  one  to  be  settled  as  if  each  party  had  nearly  ^r 
quite  equal  claims.    Certainly,  sir,  the  people  and  Government 
of  Maine  do  not  deny  that  the  question  has  been  drawn  into 
dispute.    They  have  had  too  many  and  too  rocent  painful  evi- 
dences of  that  fact,  to  allow  such  a  doubt,  however  much  at  a . 
loss  they  may  be  to  perceive  any  just  or  tenable  grounds  on 
which  the  adv.  rsary  claira  Is  based.  For  vears  they  have  home 
and  forborne,  and  struagied  to  maintain  their  rights,  in  a  peace- . 
able,  and  yet  unflinching  spirit,  against  what  appeared  to  them  | 
ini  ustlce  from  abroad,  and  neglect  at  borne.  { 

But  ihey  have  yet  to  learn  mat  tho  mere  facttfam  an  tdtene 


claim  is  made  and  persisted  in,  and  maintained  by  it^ilth^lty 
and  abiUty  for  a  aeries  of  years,  increasing  in  eBliilt,,«ndjra- 
ryiog  its  grounds  as  years  roll  on,  is  to  beregarded^as  a  reaaon 
why  courtesy  should  require,  in  oppositloii  to  the  fact,' ft  re> 
Itnquisftment  of  the  plain,  explicit,  and  mcere  lanauage  of 
perfect  conviction  aad  unwavering  confidence;  or  that  a  con- 
tinued, adverse,  and  resisU'd  claim,  rosy  yet;  (by  mi^re  laps^  of 
lime  and  reiteration,  ripen  into  a  nghu  But, we  desire  it  to  be 
distinctly  remembered  that,  In  this  attempt  td'ne^tiate  for  a 
conventional  line,  Maine  has  not  insisted,  or  6ven  requ^ed, 
that  any  formal  er  virtual  admission  of  her  tiiU  to  the  whole 
territory  should  be  a  condition  preUminaty  to,  a  pMtilement. 
We  hold,  and  we  claim,  the  right  to  express,  a£|Ql  umeiL  and 
In  all  suitable  places,  our  ephuonof  the  fierfecrnghtof  Mame 
to  the  whole  territory;  but  we  have^neVer  assuoiM  It  asa  potnt 
of  honor,  that  our  adversary  should  aeknowledge  it.  Indeed, 
we  have  endeavored  to  view  tbe  subject  rather  in  referent^  to 
a  settlement,  on  even  hard  terms  for  us,  than  to  dwell  on  the 
strong  aspect  of  the  case,  when  we  look  at  the  naked,  .gites- 
tion  of  our  right  and  title  under  the  trea^.  It  could  hariliy  be 
expected,  however,  thatfwe  should  sileniljTt'Bnd  thus  vin«|Uly, 
acquiesce  in  any  assumption  that  our  claim  was  unaosiaui^d, 
ana  that  "the  U^tv  line  was  not  ex^ecutable."  On  this  point 
we  expressed  ourselves  fully  In  a  fbrmer  note. 

In  retumbigto  the  direct  consideration  of  the-lasbpnip0altlon« 
and  tbe  terms  and  conditions  attending  U,  in  justice  to  aiusf)  vee 
and  our  SiatOi  we  feel  bound  to  declare — and  we  confidetuly  ,ap- 
peal  to  you,  sir,  In  confirmation  of  the  declaTaUon-^thai  ibistfe> 
gotiation  \m  been  conducted,  on  our  part,  with  no  meroeiniiy 
views^  and  with  no  design  to  extort  unreasonable  equivalent*  or 
extravagant  compensation.  The  State  of  Maine  has  alwws 
felt  an  insuperable  repugnance  to  parting  with  any  portion  e^en 
of  her  disputed  territory,  fot  mere  pecnnlaiy  recompense  from 
adverse  claimants.  She  comes  here  foe  no  mere  bargain  fbr 
the  sale  of  aeiesL  in  the  spirit  or  with  the  aha  of  traffic.  Uer 
commissioners  have  been  much  less  anxioo?  to  secure  benefit 
and  recompense,  than  to  preserve  the  Bute  from  unneceiedry^ 
curtailment  find  dismembernaent.  The  proposition  we  nti^  is 
evidence  of  the  fact.  We  have  heretofoie  expressed  some 
opinions  of  Uie  mutual  character  of  the  benefits  to  each  party 
Yrom  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John.  Without  entering, 
however,  upon  tbe  particular  connderatiod  of  the  terms  and 
conditions,  which  we  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  do,  we 
dIstlDctly  state  tluit  our  great  repugnance  to  the  Hue  is  baseti 
upon  the  extent  of  territory  required  to  be  yielded.  Wc  may, 
however,  in  passing,  remark  that  all  the  pecuniary  ofieis  con- 
taioed  in  your  note,  roost  liberally  construed,  would  scanrety 
recompense  and  repay  to  Maine  the  amount'  of  money  and  in- 
terest which  she  has  actually  expended  in  defending  and  pro- 
tectlng  the  territory  firom  wrongs  arising  and  threatened  by  rea- 
son of  Its  condition  and  disputed  gromMT 

CoDsiderlng,  then,  this  jfropontion  as  involving  the  nurren-^ 
der  of  mere  territory  than  the  avowed  objects  of  England  re* 
quire:  as  removing  our  fandmarka from  the  well-known  and 
well-aefined  boundary  of  tbe  treaty  of  1783— the  creet  of  th» 
highlands;  beside  insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter  in  its  AjlL 
extent;  we  feel  bound  to  say,  after  the  most  careful  and  anxiou* 
coouderation,  that  wo  cannot  bring  our  minds  to  the  convictioik 
that  the  proposal  is  such  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

But  we  are  not  noatsare  of  the  expectations  which  bsT» 
been,  and  still  are,  entertained  of  a  fitvorable  Issue  to  this  nego- 
tiation by  tbe  Government  and  people  of  this  country,  and  tbo' 
?[reat  disappointment  which  would  oe  felt  and  expressed  at  jt» 
allure.  Nor  are  we  unmindful  of  the  future,  warned  as  W&- 
have  been  by  tbe  past,  that  any  attempts  to  determine  tbe  lls» 
by  arbitration,  may  be  eltber  fniitleas,  or  with  a  result  mote  u> 
be  depleted.  ^ 

We  are  now  given  to  understand  that  the  Executive  of  diev 
United  States,  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  assentar 
to  the  proposal;  and  that  this  department  of  the  Gevsmmeat,  at; 
least,  IS  anxious  for  its  acceptance,  as,  In  Its  view,  moetcxpe-' 
dient  ft>r  the  general  good. 

The  coramfssionors  of  Maaaachsfetts  have  already  given  their 
assent,  on  behalf  of  tliat  Commonwealth.  Thus  situated,  tlier 
oemmissloners  of  Maine,  invoking  the  spirit  of  attachment  aad 
patriotic  devotion  of  their  Statetothe  Union;  and  being  willing 
to  yield  to  the  deliberate  convictions  of  her  sister  States  as  to 
the  path  of  duty;  and  to  interpose  oo  obstacles  to  an  adiustment 
which  the  general  Judgment  of  the  natioft  shaH  prooounce  aa 
honorable  and  expedlert— even  if  that  juttoment  shall  lead  to 
a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birthright  of  tbe  people  of  their 
State,  imd  prized  by  them  because  it  is  their  birtbright,^ave 
determined  to  overcome  tbeir  objections  to  tlie  proposal,  so  ftu* 
as  to  say,  that  iC  upen  mature  oonsideratioD,  the  Senate  of  tbe 
United  States  shall  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  corresponding  In  Its  terms  with  your  propoeal,  and  with 
the  conditions  In  our  memocandum  accompanying  iM(«  netSy 
(marked  A,)  and  identified  by  our  signatorea  they,  bv  virtue  of 
the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  reselvM  of  the  LMisUiiire  of 
Maine,  give  the  asfcnt  of  that  State  to  such  conveiuional  line, 
with  the  terms,  conditions,  and  e<iuivatent8  herein  meniioned. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servants,  _ 

EDWARD  KAVaNAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS^ 
WILLIAM  P.  PREMIE. 

Hon  Damibl  Wbbstsb,  ice ,  &c,  Ac. 

Tbis  is  the  assent  (if  assent  it  may  be  called^ 
which  is  to  authorize  and  induce  the  Senate  to  rati- 
fy the  treaty.  What  is  itT  A  clear,  strong,  and 
convincing  argnment  against  submitting  to  the 
terms  proposed;  and  concluding  that,  if  ike  d^Ube- 
rate  conviction  of  her  sister  States  siiall  pronmmce 
the  proposed  boundary  and  eguivatenls  as  honorable 
and  expedient^  even  if  that  judgment  shall  lead  to 
a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birthright  of  the 
people  of  Maine,  the  commissioners  have  deter- 
mined \.o  overcome  their  objections  to  the  proposal, 
so  far  as  to  say  that  if,  upon  mature  consideration, 
tbe  Senate  01  the  United  States  shall  adviae  and 
consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  upon  those 
terms  and  conditions,  they  give  he  assent  of 
Maine  thereto.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  we  Ip.eascd 
with  this  mode  of  doing  bosiness.  I  would  have 
pr^red  that  aur  commis^ners  had  agreed  or 
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UsAgretd  to  the  line  and  terms  proposed.  The 
Legislanire  intrusted  them  with  that  power,  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Legislature 
would  have  authorized  them  to  refer  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  the  power  to  make  a  new 
line  ofbonndaryand  to  fix  the  equivalents.  We 
know  the  Legislature  did  not  so  authorize  them; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  required  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  tUl  the  commissioners  to  any  line  which 
should  be  agreed  upon;  and  expressly  declared  that 
it  could  not  regard  the  relinauishment  by  the  British 
GK>vemment  of  any  claim  neretofore  advanced  by 
it  to  any  UrrUory  v>Ukin  the  limits  of  Maine  ac- 
cording to  the  treatjr  of  1783  as  uniformly  claimed 
by  Maine,  as  a  considsration  or  equivalent. 

How,  then,  stands  the  question  of  assent  on  the 
part  of  Mainel  If  the  Senate,  upon  mature  consid- 
eration, shall  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therein 
contained;— in  other  words,  if  the  Senate  shall  pro- 
nounce it  honorqbU  and  expedieni  that  Maine  snail 
surrender  a  portion  of  her  birthright  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  named — then,  and M«»<mZy,  you  have 
the  assent  of  Maine  to  the  sacrifice,  for  the  public 
|[ood.  For  one,  I  cannot  do  it.  My  own  convic- 
tions of  the  perfect  right  of  Maine  to  all  the  dis- 
puted territoiy,  forbid  it.  I  would  go  far.  very  far, 
to  compromise  this  dispute  upon  honorable  termi^ 
and  I  would  not  be  particular  as  to  the  value  of 
equivalents.  But  I|hold  that  Great  Britain  has  con- 
tiguous territory,  convenient  to  us,  which  she  might 
and  ought  to  give  in  exchange  for  ihe  territory  be- 
longing to  us,  which  she  so  much  needs,  and  ought 
to  have,  for  a  just  equivalent.  This  treaty  does  not 
accomplish,  fairly,  either  object — it  gives  to  Great 
Britain  more  than  is  necessary,  and  withholds  from 
Maine  what  she  ought  to  acquire. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  insensible  that  this 
question  of  our  Northeastern  boundary  has  been 
suffered,  most  unnecessarily,  to  be  brought  intodis- 
'  pate  and  controversy.  By  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
the  subsequent  determination  of  what  river  was  in- 
tended as  the  St.  Croix,  our  line  of  boundary  was 
plain,  practicable,  and  perfect;  it  was  identical 
with  the  established  lines  of  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia— fixed  and  determined 
by  the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  1774  On  a  former  occasion  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  my  views  upon  this 
question;  others  did  the  same;  and  I  will  now  only 
refer  to  the  able  exposition  and  vindication  of  the 
right  of  Maine  to  the  whole  of  the  territory  claimed 
by  her,  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  to  one  of  the  res<^tions 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  Senate  on  that  occa- 
sion, in  the  following,  words: 

**Re$olped,  Tlwt,  after  careAil  exaroiiuiUon  tnd  deliberate 
conelderatlon  of  the  whole  controverit  between  the  United 
flurtee  aod  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  Nonbeaetem  boundary 
of  the  former,  the  Senate  doee  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  en. 
tire  practicability  of  running  and  marlcing  that  Iwundary  in 
ecrict  conformity  with  the  lUpalatlone  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  of  17B3;  and  iteotertabe  a  perteet  conviction  of  the  joe- 
tice  and  Talidtoy  of  the  title  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  fbll  ex- 
tent of  all  the  territoiy  in  dispute  between  the  two  powera" 

My  regret  is.  that  Congress  did  not  then  author- 
ize and  direct  the  running  and  marking  that  line 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  17iB3,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  which  I  then  presented.  If  that 
nad  then  been  done,  we  would  have  escaped  the  ex- 
pense and  hazard  of  the  Aroostook  war,  the  dis- 
grace of  having  a  portion  of  our  territory  seized 
and  occupied  by  the  militarv  power  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  tne  unwelcome  task  of  deciding  upon  the 
present  treaty— which  sanctions  the  unjust  preten- 
sions of  the  British  Government  to  a  portion  of 
the  fruits  of  our  glorious  struggle  for  independ- 
ence. 

I  will  not  tax  the  patience  of  the  Senate  with  a 
recapitulation  of  the  merits  of  our  claim  to  the 
whole  of  the  disputed  territory.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  treaty  which  asserts  our  independence  as  a 
nation,  gives  it  to  us;  and  that  the  nation  recognises 
it.  Still,  it  has  been  suffered  to  be  brought  into 
controversy,  and  is  now  disputed  by  a  great  and 
powerful  nation.  Unfortunately  for  us,  ar  the 
treatv  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  a  request  on  the  part  o- 
the  British  negotiators  to  modify  or  vary  the  unedet 
scribed'in  the  treaty  of  1783,  so  as  to  give  to  Greaf 
Britain  a  convenient  and  direct  communicaticm  be- 
tween the  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, was  suffered  to  ripen  into  an  article  of  that 
treaty,  'which  provided  for  the  running  and  mark- 
ing that  line;  and,  in  case  the  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  to  that  service  should  disagree,  they 
were   to  report  the  grounds  of  such  disagreement 
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to  their  respective  Gk>vemments;  and  thereupon  the  ^ 
question  should  be  submitted  to  an  arbiter,  to  deter-  ' 
mine  upon  the  points  of  disagreement.  A  very 
simple  and  innocent  article  in  app^rance,  but  a- 
most  fatal  one  in  its  consequences!  From  this 
sprang  the  submission  to  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, his  award,  and  its  rejection— subsequent  at- 
tempts at  negotiation — and  the  treaty  now  under 
consideration;  and,  if  this  treaty  be  rejected,  an- 
other reference  to  arbitrators,  to  be  selected  by  for- 
eign powers,  is  to  follow. 
Thus  a  title,  clear  and  perfect  by  the  treaty  of  'f 
*  1783,  has  been  suffered,  by  diplomacy  and  treaties, 
to  be  brought  into  doubt  and  controversy,  and  has 
been  agreed  to  be  made  the  subject  of  arbitration ! 
This  is  the  embarrassment  which  has  stood,  and  yet 
remains,  in  the  way  of  all  our  efforts  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  our  entire  territory;  to  expel  a  foreign 
power  from  its  military  possession  of  part  of  it;  to 
assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion; and  is  now  held  up  to  us  as  the  only  Alternative, 
if  we  reject  this  treaty.  What  is  to  be  done,  under 
such  circumstances,  I  admit,  is  a  question  of  diffi- 
culty. If  there  be  no  way  of  escaping  the  obliga- 
tion of  again  submitting  the  question  to  a  foreign 
arbiter,  the  result  of  the  former  submission  should 
admonish  us  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  that  mode  of 
obtaining  our  just  rights;  and  the  present  arrange- 
ment may  be  better  than  to  hazard  the  loss,  by 
another  reference,  of  the  whole  disputed  territory. 
In  common  with  my  constituents,  1  deprecate 
uiother  reference  to  foreigners,  or  arbitrators  ap- 
pointed by  foreign  powers,  and  protest  against  it. 
We  have  already  fulfilled  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  by  referring  the  question  to  an  ar- 
biter. It  failed  to  settle-  the  controversy.  The 
British  Government  have  insisted  that  another  ref- 
erence would  be  unavailing.  I  am  willing  to  take 
them  at  their  word;  and  would  submit  to  the  Sen- 
ate whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  honor  and  duty  of  the  nation  will  not  be 
better  maintained  by  falling  back  upon  our  original 
clear  and  certain  right  under,  the  treaty  of  1783, 
than  by  ratifying  the  present  treaty,  or  sanctioning 
another  reference,  as  indicated  by  the  President's 
declaration  to  the  Governor  of  Maine. 
V  I  cannot  agree  to  the  ratification  of  the  present 
Treaty.  It  is  unjust  to  Maine,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
dishonorable  to  the  nation.  I  do  not  desire  another 
arbitration,  which  may  be  more  ruinous  to  Maine 
than  the  present  arrangement.  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  lurther  negotiation.  What  we  have  had, 
has  greatly  weakened  our  once  perfect  title;  and  I 
see  no  other  way  of  getting  our  right  as  a  nation, 
and  performing  our  high  obligation  to  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  than  by  taking  possession  of 
what  belongs  to  us,  and  holding  it.  In  such  a 
course,  we  will  have  right  and  justice  on  our  side. 
If  others  interfere  with  us,  it  must  be  in  their  own 
wrong.  With  these  views,  I  send  to  the  Chair  the 
following  resolution,  and  ask  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  treaty  and  documents  now  under  con- 
■kleration.  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tione, witQ  ir.etrucdone  to  report  a  resolution  direciini;  the 
President  ofthe  United  fitates  to  take  immediate  possession  of 
the  diapuied  territory,  and  to  report  such  conling(>nt  measures 
as,  in  their  opinion,  may  \)e  necessary  to  maintain  the  just  right 
of  the  naUon- 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  CONRAD, 

0P  LOUISIANA. 

In  SenaU,  August  18,  1842.— On  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  CONRAD  rose  and  said- 
It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  to  take 
any  part  in  the  debate  on  this  treaty,  but  as  I  have 
come  to  the  determination  to  vote  against  it,  I  feel 
bonnd  to  assign  my  reasons  for  that  vote.  ^ 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Choate,]  have  vied  with  each  other  in  eulogising 
this  treaty  as  a  chef  d^cBuvre  of  diplomatic  skill.  I 
cannot  perceive,  however,  in  what  respect  it  is  so 
advantageous  to  the  country. 

It  contains  three  principal  stipulations:  1st.  The 
first  and  most  important  is,  that  which  fixes  our 
Northeastern  boundary.  2d.  It  obliges  us  to  main- 
tain a  naval  armament  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  aid 
in  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  and,  lastly,  it 
provides  for  the  mutual  surrender,  in  certain  cases, 
of  fugitives  from  justice. 
In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  provisions,  I  be- 


lieve it  isadmhted,  on  all  hands,  thatthelineagPMl 
upon  ialls  far  short  of  our  prefen8ioDs,aQd  i»  laiM 
a  compromise  of  the  question  than  a  settlcmefilj 
it,  according  to  our  interpretation  of  the trea^fll 
1783.  There  probably  never  was  a  period,  aael 
the  commencemenl  of  the  controversy,  when  a  cco-v 
promise  could  not  have  been  effected  on  as  &vqiip( 
Die  terms.  ; 

The  second  stipulation,  although  in  form  a  itci|v' 
rocal .  engagement,  is,   in  point  of  fact,  a  conce»'' 
sion  on  our  part.     Great  Britain  alreadv  loaii^ 
tains,  and  would,  in  the  absence  of  any  sacn  fiip^ 
lation,  continue  to  maintain  on  the  coast  of  Ainca. 
a  much  larger  naval  force  than  she  binds  heisd£ 
to  do  by  this  treaty.     Permit  me  to  observe,  togy, 
Mr.  President,  that,  however  willing  I  may  be,  ly 
every  proper  means,  to  prevent  the  prostitution  of 
our  flag  to  this  odious  trafiic,  I  would  inuch  ban 
preferred  that  whatever  we  did  on  this  safajed; 
should  be  our  own  spontaneous  act,  instead  of  ap«i 
gearing  to  have  been  extorted  from  as  by  Qroi, 
Britain— by  tnat  country  which,  after  havmg  kina; 
usurped  the  police  of  the  seas,  has  recently  wheedkj. 
or  intimidated  one  half  of  Europe  into  an  acknovl. 
edgment  of  this  preposterous  claim.     I  should  ban 
preferred  to  see  our  couiHry  maintain  the  proad  Ur 
titude  which  France,  encouraged  by  the  finsaea 
of  onr  minister,  has  taken  on  this  subject,  and  coa* 
ceded  nothing  where  nothing  could  rightinlljba 
demanded. 

The  third  provision  is,  that  which  provides  for 
the  surrender  of  criminals  in  certain  cases;  in  r«> 
gard  to  which  I  shall  only  observe,  that  iiisapro?i$. 
ion  at  least  as  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  as  to 
us,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  viewedyas  a  stipula- 
tion in  our  favor. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  treaty.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive  in  it  those  advantages  that  some  gaitlemea 
have  professed  to  do.  My  objections  to  it,  bov- 
ever,  are  not  so  much  on  account  of  what  it  doo, 
as  of  what  it  does  not  contain. 

Mr.  President,  there  were  three  sul^ects  of  di^ 
ference  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain, 
the  prompt  adjustment  of  which  was  deemed  p6 
culiarly  urgent,  as  they  all  threatened  hourly  lo 
disturb  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries.  These 
were — the  settlement  of  our  Northeastern  boundarT; 
the  controversy  growing  out  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline;  and,  lastly,  that  arising  out  of  tbe 
seizure  and  liberation  of  slaves  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  When  it  was  known 
that  a  special  minister  was  to  be  deputed  to  this 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  and  maia- 
taining  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  no  oae 
doubted  that  his  mission  embraced  the  settlement 
of  all  these  questions,  if  none  others.  I  confess, 
therefore,  that  when  the  treaty  was  read  at  yoar 
table,  and  I  discovered  that  one,  and  not  the  least 
important  of  these  questions,  (I  mean  that  rclatire 
to  the  seizure  of  our  slaves,)  was  left  precisdv 
where  it  stood  before  the  arrival  of  tbe  British 
ambassador,  I  was  equally  surprised  and  disap- 
pointed. No  less  than  five  cases  have  already  oc- 
curred, in  which  vessels  bound  from  one  port  in  the 
Union  to  another,  by  having  slaves  on  board  ban 
been  driven,  either  by  stressor  weather,  or, by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  slaves  themselves,  into  some  one  of  the 
small  islands  in  the  Bahama  channel;  and,  in  every 
instance,  the  slaves  have  been  violently  taiken  froo 
the  possession  of  their  owners,  and  set  at  liberty 
by  toe  colonial  authorities.  In  the  two  first  ca^ 
the  British  Government,  after  a  protracted  nego- 
tiation, indemnified  the  owners.  The  third  ca« 
was  that  of  the  schooner  "Enterprise,*'  which  oc- 
curred some  six  or  seven  years  ago.  Application 
was  again  made  /or  indemnity;  and  what  was  the 
answer  of  the  British  Gfovemmenf?  In  substance, 
that  this  confiscation  of  American  aproperty  was 
justified  by  a  recent  act  of  Parliameiit  abdishing 
slavery  in  their  West  India  possessions,  and  that 
thenceforward  no  indemnity  was  due  our  citizens 
for  slaves  thrown  by  unavoidable  accidenia  upon 
their  shores. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  of  the  British  GoveiH- 
ment  was  made  known  to  ours,  the  distingni^ied 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CALaotm]  in* 
trodnced  the  following  resolutions;  which,  on  the 
15th  April,  1840,  were  unanimously  adopted  by  this 
body:  • 


^*Re9olved,  That  a  shin  or  vene)  <m  the  hich  mm,  ta  tine  «f 
peace,  en(i:aged  in  a  lawful  Tojace,  ts,  accordbiiF  to  the  lavecf 
naiiona,  under  the  excluaive  inriediciion  of  the  Stale  to  wUek 
her  flog  belongs;  as  much  so,  as  Ifconatilnting  a  part  ofhs  om 
domain. 


*'Re9olved,  That  if  such  ship  or  veeeel  siioald  be  knU  by 
reM  of  weather,  or  othar  ttoavokUble  9U»e,  Ib(*  iha  pom 
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nd  under  tbejorMiction  of*  fritbdiy  power,  sbeand  her  car* 
o,  mtad  persons  oo  board,  irith  their  property,  and  all  the 
lipbc«  beionffing  to  their  f^ersonel  relatione,  as  establiehed  by 
lie  l«w«ortfie  BcateAo  which  they  belong,  would  be  placed  nn- 
tttr  Uie  protection  which  the  laws  of  Dationa  exteod  to  the  no- 
OTturiAte  ander  such  circumstances. 

**Jt«solve<<,  That  the  bfie  Bmerpriae,  which  wa^ forced  una- 
^Idabty.  by  etreas  of  weather,  into  Port  HaroiltOD,  Bermuda  Is- 
mhJ,  wbiie  on  a  lawful  Toyage  on  the  high  seas,  from  one  port 
if  the  Union  to  another,  comes  within  the  principles  embraced 
n  the  lur«going  resolutions;  and  that  the  seixure  and  detention'of 
he  negroes  on  beani.  by  the  local  authority  of  the  island,  was 
in  act  in  viohuion  or  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust  to 
Hir  cicisens  to  whom  they  belong.'* 

I  wen  recollect  the  satisfaction  with  which  the 
adoption  of  these  resolotions  was  hailed  by  the 
Southern  portion  of  this  Union.  The  promptitude 
and  unanimity  with  which  they  were  adopted, 
proved  that  the  "siill  small  voice"  of  patriotism 
could  yet  make  itself  hetird  amid  the  din  of  party 
strife  with  which  these  halls  perpetually  resonndf. 
"We  flattered  our^lves  that  Great  Britain  would 
now  pause  in  hfer  coarse  of  insolence  and  aggres- 
sion; and  lh?it  the  pettyfonctionariesofan  insignifi- 
cant idatid,  almost  in  sight  of  oar  coast,  would  no 
lODKer  "beard  the  majesty  of  this  republic 

Rore  than  two  years  ago,  tberefoie,  this  body 
solemnly  resolved,  in  substance,  that  the  seizare 
and  detention  of  slaves,  under  the  circumstances  ol 
those  on  board  the  Enterprise,  was  an  act  of  injus- 
tice to  our  citizens,  a  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  equivalent  to  an  invasion  of  our  territory. 
This  resolution  was  adopted,  af\er  a  protracted  ne- 
gotiation'for  redress  had  eventuated  in  a  rejection 
of  the  demand     Two  nations  could  not  be  brought 
nearer  to  a  state  of  hostility  by  any  act  short  of  a  | 
po^tive  declaration  of  war,  than  Great  Britain  and 
this  country  were  by  the  adoption  of  these  resolu- 
tions.   In  fact,  this  lett  but  one  alternative — redress 
or  war.    Foreien  nations  had,  therelore.  a  right  to 
conclude  (and  1  well  recollect  they  did  conclude) 
that  the  wrongs  complained  of  would  be  redress- 
•ed,  or  war  would  ensue.    But  what  effect  did  these 
resoludons  produce  in  the  country  against  which 
they  were  fuiminatedl    Scarcely  had  their  thunder 
died  away  on  the  distant  shores  of  Great  Britain , 
when,  as  if  in  defiance  of  our  threats,  another  out- 
rage, precisely  similar  in  character  to  the  one 
complained  ol,  is  committed.    The  schooner  Her- 
mosa,  bonnd  on  a  voyage  from  Norfolk  to  New 
Orleans,  with  a   number  of  slaves  on  board,  is 
wrecked  on  one  of  the  reefs  in  the  Bahama  chan- 
nel.  All  the  persons  on  board,  including  the  slaves. 
are  taken  from  the  wreck  by  an  English  '*trrgcAer," 
and  carried  to  Nassau.    As  soon  as  thev  arrive 
there,  a  file  of  soldiers,  wearing  the  Britah  uni- 
form, commanded  by  a  British  officer,  march  on 
board  the  wrecker,  order  the  slaves  ashore,  and 
carry  them  before  some  petty  magistrate;  by  whose 
supreme  authority,  and  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances 
of  the  American  consul^  thev  are  set  at  liberty. 
These  facts  being  establishea  by  incontestable  evi- 
dence, application  for  indemnity  was  made  to  the 
British  Clovernment.    Before  any  answer  had  been 
given  to  this  application,  the  case  of.  the  "Creole" 
occurred. 

So  far  as  the  claim  to  indemnity  is  concerned, 
the  circumstances  of  this  case  were  not  as  strong 
as  those  in  the  cases  of  the  "Enterprise''  and  the 
"Hermosa;"  for,  in  this  case,  the  lideraUon  of  the 
slaves  was  not  the  act  of  the  British  Government, 
nor  did  it  even  occur  within  their  jurisdiction.  It 
occurred  on  the  high  seas,  and  was  effected  by 
the  slaves  themselves.    The  atrocities,  however, 
with  which  it  was  attended,  and  the  aid  and  pro- 
tection afforded  to  the  authors  of  them,  justly  ex- 
cited public  indignation,  and  momentarily  roused 
oar  Government  from  its  lethargy.    Aji  urgent 
demand  for  redress  was  made,  enforced  by  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  an 
aMe  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations  applicable 
to  the  question,  and  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
arguments  by  which  the  British  ministry  had,  in 
the  case  of  the  "Enterprise,"  already  referred  to, 
attempted  to  justify  the  seizure  of  American  prop- 
erty by  a  British  statute.    1  appeal  to  you,  Mjp. 
President,  whether,  at  that  juncture,  any  one  of 
the  questions  pending  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  was  deemed  more  important,  or  more 
argent  in  its  character,  than  that  growing  out  of 
these  repeated  outrages!  So  far  as  my  own  Stale  is 
concerned,  1  can  vdhture  to  say  it  stood  foremost  in 
the  catalogue  of  grievances  of  which  we  had  a 
right  to  complain.    The  Legislatures  of  many  of 
the  States  (and  that  oi  Louisiana  among  the  rest) 
passed  strong  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sense 
of  these  outrages,  and  of  their  readitiess  to  vindi- 
cite,  by  a  resort  to  ahns,  the  insulted  honor  of  | 
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the  country.  The.  swelling^  tide  of  public  indig- 
nation was  only  arrested  by  the  announcement  of 
the  fact, that  Great  Britain  had  deputed  a  special 
envoy  to  this  country,  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  this  and  all  other  differences  between  the  two 
countries;  and  now  we  are  called  upon  to  ratify^  a 
rreaty  in  which  this  subject  is  entirely  pretermiite'd ! 
Why  is  this,  sirt  I  do  not  think  I  exaggerate  the 
magnitude  of  this  question,  when  I  affirm  that,  in 
whatever  light  we  view  it— whether  we  consider 
the  mew  pecuniary  considerations  connected  with 
it,  the  interest  felt  by  a  large  portion  of  the  country 
in  its  decision,  its  exciting  and  irritating  character, 
and,  above  all,  the  principles  involved  in  it— it  is  by 
far  more  important  than  any  of  those  embraced  in 
the  treaty. 

The  Northeastern  boundary  question — about 
which  so  much  is  said — is,  after  all,  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  property,  involving  no  principle,  establish- 
ing no  precedent;  and  is  just  such  a  controversy  as 
two  individuals  would  settle  by  a  law-suit— not  by 
an  appeal  to  arms.  The  Caroline  affair  was  of  a 
different  character;  but  it  is  past,  and  cannot  be  re- 
called: there  is  no  danger  of  its  repetition;  and  the 
question  was  narrowed  down  to  one  of  etiquette,  or 
point  of  honor.  Far  different  is  the  question  ari- 
sing out  of  the  seizure  of  our  slaves.  National  i 
honor,  national  interests,  national  safely  even,  were 
all  included  in  it.  The  wrongs  complained  of  were 
not  the  unpremeditated  act  of  an  excited  soldiery, 
but  were*  the  deliberate  proceedings  of  the  civil 
authorities— sanctioned,  authorized,  encoaraged,  if 
not  commanded,  by  the  British  Government.  It 
was  not  a  single  act,  but  a  series  of  acts,  following 
each  other  in  rapid  succession,  in  the  very  face  of 
our  remonstrances — 1  may  almost  sav,  in  defiance 
of  our  threats.  If  the  property  seized  had  been  of 
any  other  character;  if,  instead  of  slaves,  an  equal 
nnn)ber  of  bales  of  merchandise,  or  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  had  been  seized  and  appropriated  by  the 
British  Government, — all  would  at  once  perceive 
the  enormity  of  the  pretensions.  But,  because  it  is 
a  description  of  property  not  known  to  English  law, 
although  known  to  ours,  we  suffer  our  demand  for 
redress  to  be  put  off"  by  cavils  that  would  disgrace 
a  nisi  vrius  attorney.  For  my  own  part;  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  would  prefer  that  ten  times  the  amount  in 
property  of  any  other  description  had  been  seized 
and  confiscated,  without  a  color  of  pretext,  by  the 
British  Gbvemment.  I  consider  the  mere  pecuni- 
ary interest  involved  in  the  question  as  trifling,  in 
comparison  with  the  principles  involved.  These 
principles  are  no  less  tnan  the  inviolability  of  our 
ffag,  and  the  right  to  regulate  our  domestic  insti- 
tutions as  we  see  fit.  I  have  never  entertained  a 
doubt  that  more  was  concealed  under  these  atl% 
han  appeared  on  their  surface.  England,  after  hav- 
ing endeavored  in  vain  to  assail  us  by  open  force, 
is  resorting  to  the  more  dangerous  method  of  an 
.nsidious  policy.  Abolition  of  slavery,  which  is  I 
treason  and  madness  with  us,  is  wisdom  and  pro- 
found policy  with  her.  It  is  the  sole  engine  by  ^ 
which  she  can  hope  to  prostrate  her  only  commer-  ^ 
cial  rival.  Hence  her  peculiar  sensibility  to  the 
wrongs  of  the  African  race,  while  she  is  reducing 
all  Asia  under  the  yoke  of  the  most  piling  servi- 
tude. Hence  her  disinterested  philanthropy,  in 
abolisWng  slavery  in  the  West,  while  she  is  only 
transplanting  it  in  the  East.  Hence  her  exertions 
to  extend  the  culture  of  cotton  and  sugar  in  her 
East  India  possessions.  Hence  the  declamations  of 
her  orators  against  negro  slavery;  the  exaggerated 
accoants  by  her  writers  of  the  sufferings  of  our 
slaves,  while  they  are  deaf  to  the  cries  ol  the 
starving  millions  of  their  countrymen  at  home. 
A  community  of  language  and  religion— her  litera- 
ture universally  diffused  throaghout  this  country — 
a  social  and  commercial  intercourse  continually 
increasing — a  respect  and  reverence  for  English 
opinions  more  frequently  felt  than  acknowledged, — 
afford  her  too  many  facilities  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  Machiavelian  policy.  Do  we  not  sec^ 
anti-slavery  societies,  composed  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, affiliated  with  similar  associations,  encour- 
aged, if  not  established,  by  the  British  Gbvem- 
menil  Do  we  not  see  their  hireling  orators,  their 
prostituted  prtachers,  their  pensioned  presses,  using 
every  artifice  to  agitate  the  coimtry,  and  array  one 
portion  of  it  against  the  other?  England  is  already 
considered  as  the  mainspring  of  the  "greai  aiUt- 
slavery  movement  "  as  it  is  termed,  which  is  now\j 
making  throaghout  Europe  and  America;  and  these 
repeated  aggressions  on  slave  properly  are  only 
one  among  many  indications  of  her  desire  to  be  so 
considereC    There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ^slaves^on 


board  the  Creole  were  prompted  to  the  crimes 
which  they  dommiued  by  the  knowledge  they 
had  acquired  before  their  embarcation,  that  if  they 
could  succeed  in  reaching  any  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions, their  crimes  ti^ould  not  only  go  unpunisned, 
but  be  rewarded  by  their  freedom. 

Am  I  not  correct,  then.  Mr.  President,  when  1 
affirm  that  principles  vital  to  the  institutions  and 
safety  of  this  country  are  involved  in  this  ouestiont 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  overlooKed  in  a 
treaty,  the  very  \)bject  of  which  is  to  remove  the 
causes  of  discord  between  the  two  countries'?  And 
what  is  the  reason  assigned  for  this  extraordinary 
omission?  Why,  that  Lord  Ashburton's  powers 
did  not  embrace  the  scttlemeht  of  this  question. 
But  why  did  they  not  embrace  it?  Has  it  not  been 
pending  for  years?  It  is  true,  as  Lord  Ashburton 
says,  that  the  case  of  the  Creole  was  only  known  in 
England  a  few  days  before  his  departure  for  this 
country;  but  that  of  the  Enterprise  occurred  many 
years  ago;  and  the  resolutions  of  this  body,  declar- 
ing it  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  equiv- 
alent to  an  inva»»ion  of  our  territory,  were  adopted 
more  than  two  years  prior  to  his  departure.  Be- 
sides, nothing  would  have  been  easier  than  to  have 
enlarged  his  powers,  had  they  been  found  insuffi- 
cient. No,  sir;  the  true  reason  for  this  eastis  omis- 
sus in  the  treaty  is  to  be  found  in  Lord  Ashburton's 
letter.  He  there  says:  "There  arc  certain  great 
principles  too  deeply  rooted  in  the  consciences  and 
sympathies  of  the  people  of  Great  Britaitai  for  any 
minister  to  be  able  to  overlook;  and  any  engage- 
m^ent  I  might  make  in  opposition  to  them  woulabe 
instantly  disavowed"  In  other  words,  the  sympa- 
thies of  British  abolitionists  must  not  be  shocked 
by  having  any  restraint  put  upon  their  humane  ef- 
forts to  exeile  our  slaves  to  irfsurrection  and  blood- 
shed !  Gentlemen  refer  us  to  this  leuer,  as  contain- 
ing all  that  was  necessary  on  ihis  subject.  It  is 
true,  Mr.  President,  that,  as  nothing  was  intended  to 
he  done,  it  was  thought  necessary,  at  least,  to  say 
something.  But  if  it  was  intended  to  enter  into  any 
binding  engagements  on  this  subject,  why  was  it 
done  in  the  form  of  a  letter?  Why  was  it  not  in- 
serted in  the  treaty?  I  have  looked  in  vain,  how- 
ever, in  this  letter,  for  anything  which  could  becon- 
strued  either  into  an  apology  for  the  past,  or  a  pledge 
for  the  future.  So  far  from  admitting  the  truth  of 
the  unanswerable  propositions  contained  in  Mr. 
Webster's  letter  to  him,  Lord  A.  pronounces  them 
to  be  startling;  and  so  far  from  making  any  speoific 
pledges,  he  expressly  declares  that,  if  he  were  to 
make  any,  they  would  be  "instantly  disavowed  by 
his  Government."  It  is  true,  he  talks  of  transfer- 
ring the  negotiation  on  this  point  to  London;  but, 
at  the  very  time  when  this -correspondence  was 
penned,  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Webster  both 
were  well  aware  that  a  negotiation  had  already  ta- 
ken place  at  London,  and  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  adhered  to  their  former  decision. 

I  have  already  staled  that  application  was  made 
by  our  Government  for  indemnity  for  slaves  cap- 
tured on  board  the  schooner  Hermosa*  I  hold  in 
my  hand  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  on  this  subject  between  Mr.  Everett,  our 
minister  at  London,  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Great  Britain.  As  this 
correspondence  has  never  been  published,  nor,  I  be- 
lieve, ever  seen  l^  a  single  member  of  this  body, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  C.  here  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett  to 
Lord  Aberdeen,  dated  3d  May,  1842,  and  the  fol- 
lowing  answer  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  dated  May  22, 
1842: 

Lboatiom  opthb  Unitbo  0TATB8,  May  3, 1812. 

The  undersifoed,  Bovoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniater  Flaoi- 
poientiarv  of  the  United  dtataa  of  America,  haa  been  directed  to 
bring  to  the  kuowledge  or  Lotd  Aberdeen,  ner  MajeeQr'a  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  Stale  fbr  Foreign  AfTkira,  the  parucuiars  of  the 
cafleofthe.&errm>9a,  a  veMcl  bound  fronn  Richmond  to  New 
Orleans,  with  an  aseortrd  car^o,  and  bavinf  on  board,  also, 
thirty-eigtit  slaves.  This  vessel  was,  on  the  I9th  of  October, 
1840,  wrecked  upon  a  reef  of  rocks,  which  proved  to  be  Spanish 
Key,  near  Abaco.  Her  carao  and  slaves  were  taken  possession  ^ 
of  by  a  company  of  licensed  wreckers;  and  being  brought  into' 
Naraau,  I ;  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  the  slavea  were  set 
at  llbertv  by  th*  civil  and  military  authoriiif  s  of  that  island. 
For  the  facts  of  the  case  in  detail,  reference  is  made  to  a  copy  of 
two  protesfs  of  John  8.  Chatiin,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  here* 
with  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen;  and  the  undersigned 
is  instructed  to  inform  Lord  Aberdeen,  that,  inasmuch  aa  the 
vessel,  ill  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  voyage,  was  driven,  by  stress 
of  weather,  wi'hin  her  Majesty's  colonial  dominirms,  and  th« 
slaves  on  board  her,  belonging  to  citixens  nf  the  United  States, 
were  set  at  liberty  by  the  direat  interference  of  her  Maiesty'a 
colonial  authorities,  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutas,  oq 
behalf  of  the  parties  thus  deprived  of  their  properiv,  looks  to  the 
Government  ol  her  Majesty  for  a  just  iodemnlflcarion. 

The  principles  on  which  this  claim  is  founded  having  been 
heretofore  frequently  urged  upon  the  cuasidcration  of  bar  Ma- 
jetty's  OoTf  romeni,  and  pvUcoUurlj  in  the  note  of  the  ^mdei;. 
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S7th  Cono*-"3d  Skss. 


APnSNDIX  TO  THK  CONeUBSSIONAL  GLOBB. 


The  Rrilhh  Trraly—Mr.  Contad. 


Senate. 


^riflHsdoftbe  lat  March,  relative  U)  the  case  of  the  CrtoU   he 

Sw?iI^'i^S**^f*'''''r  '*•'"  *^ca»'*>n.  t"  renew  the  discuwon. 
He  will  oofino  himself  lo  restaiing,  briefly,  a  portion  of  ihc  ar- 
gumeolconiaioed  in  ihaii.ote.  "^      *  "®  *' 

Her  MaJMtv'B  Govammeni  b  understood  to  bold  ihat  in  con. 
•eqtwnce  of  theaboliuon  of  slavery  ma  portion  of  her  MaL,v"fl 
dommions^bv  the  act  of  Parliament  of  3d  and  4ih  m\\ilm\V, 
c.  73,  jier  Majesiy'd  auib  .nueB  are  pro? enied  from  recognisipe 
the  relation  of  slavery,  or  any  of  iu  incldcnia.  even  on  bS 

^IJrt'hSfiT^'"^'"  '^^^"^'^  "^^^"^  ""  which  ^avei^le^tly 
-^    ^   Lr  '* \^  ^'''^  ^^'^^^'y Observed  by  the  undesigned,  iSthi 
note  rererrSd  to,  that  the  Govcromeni  hi  the  Uojied  S  ai«  can 
noiadniit  that  the  vepsela  of  a  friendly  povrer^  driven  hJl,,^ 
ofwea.her,orbymutiriy,ioto  her  Mjji.tJ^^S  ^J^?^^^^^ 

S?hT? *"/  •*  ^^"^  '"  •^^  municipal  law  of  Eng kid.  £, 
ngh  fully  deprived  of  any  aid  and  aseiiiance  to  which  they  .r? 
entitled  by  the  law  and  comi.y  of  nations.    Bui.  grHnlin7tC 
for  argument's  sake,  tp  be  an  erroneous  view;  and  ihltiS 
principle  above  stated  fs  corrccily  assumed  by  'her  M«iMiv»s 
Govcromeni:  it  can  only  foUow  that  her  Majeiy's  auVhoriliea 
m  the  cases  supposed,  are  justified  m  refusiii^o  pejform  ict^ 
not  now  authorized  by  British  law,  in  refere^  to  slaved    aa 
for  instance,  tocmploytheirofficeA  in  arresting  fuci  ive s7avJ? 
It  cannot  follow  that  when,  by  strew  of  weather,  or  mmbv   a 
foreign  vesMl,  having  elaves  Jawfully  on  boani,  i^  drlien  inSl  I 
British  port,  the  British  civil  and  miUtary  iuthoritieg  maJ 
forcibly  interfere  to  liberate  them;  because  iis  cannot  h!  rKJI 
without  vIolenUy  infringing  that  authSiTof  ihe^SmiiS^f  ?K! 
yewel  over  the  ship's  company,  which  l«  re^iniSfw  well  hv 
tte  laws  of  England  a^  of  in  oOier  civilitldSK    If  thS  |«i 
of  England  converts  slaves  into  paaeenjiera.  in  «?M^iDtin^.h«m 
from  one  kind  ol  control,  whicK  h^TwJdrno  "retti^  Tt 
•ubjecia  them  to  another,  which  her  laws  do  recoeniw  ' 

It  IS  not  exclusively  in  reference  to  cases  like  ihoU  whirh 

ar^TtS^frh*'""'^  the  subject  of  the  r.clamatiollL  of  ih?  UiStSd 
Hiatcs,  that  these  principles  app  y.    A  species  of  aervifi.Hl  r^ 

I£!;f'K!'^^^""'  rrom^h^  uToLhed  brthe  3d  ^d  4^^^^' 
iMm  IV.,  c.  73,  once  prevailing  throughout  Europe  siillexlirt- 
In  some  of  the  northern  portions  of  the  contW  If  a  ri^? 
from  Uiat  quarter  should  be  driven  into  a  portTo  hW  Mail^i 

servHuue  iiKe  tftat  alluded  to,  ihe  undersifned  DresnmM  it 
'^"'^iyd^'raed'graat  violation  ofthecomftJVf naUoTinhc 
Teasel  ^oulJ  be  boarded  by  her  Majesty's  civil  oSceS  sin 
ported  by  a  military  force,  and  prociaimioe  to  he  dflo^  Tm'. 
pany  that,  asserviiude  no  longer  existed  in  Eriland  llSv  were 
free  to  quit  the  vessel,  and  go  where  they  B^afed-  and  th-n^ 
dera^ned  cannot  doubtthat  if  pecuniar7lo«Tccrue4?nr^^^^ 
quence  of  this  interference,  it  wonld  fiheU  tS  wartiStTS^ 
mand  on  her  Majesty's  Government  for  IndemrUfiJ^iJ^*  *  ^ 
Bui,  in  reference  immo<Iiately  to  thfi  case  in  hand-  if  it  should 

Sflsth  fu««'  ?l33"".r''f''l  f<>r^«?^Britbh  law;;hl^t'u  2 
-i.„      u    *"■'»  l^^' ■**  entirely  requ  res  the  liberaUon  of  all 

in!!**  *'*''•'''"'  ''^"S^'  *"'«*»«^  Ma  esty's  domSS m  to  au 

WMa^.  n  "^ff«^^.  (au extension  orihTpr.ncipfe  which 
thPn  fi?^^  '.^r?'".™*"?'  *^**  "«^«'.  Jl*»  believed,  ma"niaTned,) 
lhl?'effi  SSoW*i;  ^?'"'«"  *"k**  friendly  power  oin  demaidtii 
r2S...H  JSl  •""  ^  S"'®'.'  ^^  the  act  as  a  whole.  It  would  s^m 
SiendU^S.rr'''!l?P'''j'^«  the  statute  to  the  ciUzens^^ 
friendly  State,  to  call  into  action  only  so  much  of  its  urovisfons 

Sem^ttSfS'S;!'*  ^'l**'  'u^«™  of  ^he'r  propeny,  wlThou^gTvbfi 
tiiem  the  benefit  ofihe  other  enactments,  by  which  Mmnen»i. 

The  ISA  ^''VH'  ^'"P""y  °'  "^^^^  iKey  are  thusTprive^ 
Sesiif^^rj'^''*?'^  't  nowhere,  it  is  believed,  detfned  in 
Ijesuiuie  as  a  simple  technical  idea,  iinporiintf  noihin"  but  a 
change  of  coodiuon  from  tservitude  to  freedom  But  it  iJ 
a  complex  ac^  oonaist^ng  of  several  part*,  all  of  whl^h  ire 
SC^  fn^!!!*'*"'^'  K*"'.*^  ^^"•"y  e«ablbhed  by    hrsSuie 

will  incur  by  being  depiived  of  their  nghito  SuTseTvicei  "  I? 

weather  Imo  ^Brtf'h  ^?  ¥^  ^T""  ''".'"'"  ^  »'"»  "f 
eili»«i,  Ub«rBiion»iUiiSf com,!!,;,?'" *«""*'  f""^''  '"'^'i" 
•  .iaioiedecl«rii)irihrnu.,^??&  "J""'  «»"  inference  from 

nence  wi.h  .he  ruIe^.y^TrA";^!.''  ^."iSrcar  "orj- 

w  wwuroQce  01  nis  distinguished  consideration. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

X"r"^E^r1ttoe^» 

tTefniwYedle'o?.??"  '^^^^^  ''^  i'S  VaveTnment^'ti'  bh  .^0 
he  "HeTm^l"  in  A  n"^'"'^"'*^  *'*.•  P^^^culars  of  the  cal.  of 
New  oJ^2!\,;"^"'T^"  *'^«'.  b<'U0d  from  R  chmond  lo 
B!aJ^h^??^*'^^1^"l'*"  assorted  careo  and  forty-eight 
c^^e*kv^^^t!J'^''f  •"  '^°  ^»^''-»»  Key  reef,  near  aL- 
^ed  J^h?m''!n'irA'^r'  "'^''^  """^  wreckers, and 

B"U^ao7hoIw?oTPhr '•'''''  t^ '^*  ^^^'^^  ioterference  of  the 

•M?  Ev^rettnL  m/'  ^*^"'  ■''*  ?'*'*l*  '^^'^^  •«^*'  "^eny;  and 
K- .K    r  '*'"™*  ^^"'"P^^^auon  for  the  loss  therein  Buffered 

by  the  former  proprietors  of  the  slaves.  eunereti 

decramk,nr.^L''il"^  '^'k  '"  ^*'"*''  **'   ^''*'^'^''  ^'^f*"  »»  ^w« 
n^-?iJli7r%'!^^'l^T  ^y  }^^  '"^e«*  of  the  llermoBa,  before  a 

Evfr!  r^^'Si'*'"  """'»*^  *^^^' '»"''  <'"<^'o«'^  i'^  Ihe  note  of  Mr 
Mr  I^h.„j«  r       '*i.''^'"t^^^^P*"*^y''^'he  account  given  by 
rll'J:^  r"^^*^."*^^  which  her  Majesty's  Government  have 
ilSSl  .hfr^?  ^^  Governor  of  the  Bahamas.     The  former 
auegea  that  the  sUpendiary  magistnte  of  Nassau  was  seen  to 


send  the  slaves  on  elM>re  from  (he  wreckers'  vessbt;  and  that  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  being  thee  in  Nassuu,  knew  of  every- 
ihinff  w'ich  was  di>ne  relative  to  the  slaves.  The  account  given 
by  the  Governor,  though  it  does  not  enter  so  minutely  into  par- 
ticulais,  diHtmctly  states  that,  (ipon  reference  being  nxadc  to 
-  him,  he  declined  any  interfrrence  wiih  the  stave#^  but  thai,  un- 
der instructions  formerly  sent  from  England,  they  wertf  per- 
miiiedio  land  in  Nassau.  It  can  hardlv  be  supposed  that  Ual. 
Cockburn  would  have  so  expressed  himt^clf  if  he  had  Ijeen 
aware  that  a  roagisirate  of  the  colony  had  been  actively  em- 
ployed in  sending  the  slaves  on  shore. 

But,  although  the  undersigned  thinks  it  riglit  to  point  out  the 
discrepancy  to  Mr.  Everett,  he  dues  not  consider  Ft  as  in  any 
way  aifTeciing  the  point  at  issue;  for,  admitting  that  *lhe  magis' 
(rale  did  interfere  actively,  and  that,  in  the  ab«ence  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  "Herinosa,"  ho  visited  the  negroes,  and,  by  his  own  ' 
authority,  sent  them  onshore,--it  must  be  remembered  that  ihd  ' 
vessel  in  which  the  negroM  entered  Nassau  was  not  an  Ameri< 
can,  bat  a  British  vessel;  cons  quently,  that  the  magistrate  was 
called  upon  to  deal  with  her  and  her  crew  strictly  acoordins  to 
British  law;  and  that,  if  he  had  reason  to  suppose  that  any  illot 
gal  constraint  was  put  upon  the  liberties  or  inclinations  of  those 
whom  she  bad  rescued,  it  was  his  bounden  'duty  to  see  their 
freedom  vindicated,  and  the  peraons  exercising  authority  on 
board  the  vessel  duly  pun'ished.     For  this  reason,  the  under- 
signed cannot  admit  that  the  forcible  interference  on  (he  part  of 
the  British  officer,  which  the  account  furnished  to  Mr.  Everett 
states  to  have  taken  place,  would  have  formed  any  just  cai»e 
of  complaint  from  the  late  owners  of  the  slaves;  still  lees,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  violept  infringement  of  the  authority  of  the 
American  captain.  «k 

In  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Everett's  note,  it  is  suggested,  (hat 
if,  by  the  act  of  the  28th  August,  1833,  British  law  requires  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves  in  question,  effect  should  be  given  to  that 
act  as  a  whole;  and  that,  as  it  has  provided  compensation  for 
British  slave-owners,  it  should  do  the  same  for  citizens  of  a 
foreign  State,  and  whose  slaves  may  be  liberated  by  being  driv«n 
within  its  jurisdiction. 

The  question  which  is  hero  raised  has  been  so  fully  discussed, 
and  BO  deliberately  decided  upon  a  former  occasion,  (bat  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  do  more  than  refer  Mr.  Everett  to  what 
then  f>aased  between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  her  Majesty's  Govern' 
ment.  In  the  nol«s  addressed  bv  Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Sia- 
venson  on  the  7th  of  January  and  the  Ilth  of  December,  1837. 
upon  the  case  of  the  "Enterprise,"  Mc  Everett  will  find  stated 
at  length  the  reasons  which  forbid  her  Majesty's  Government 
hcnceiorwanl  to  entertain  the  question  of  compensation  for 
slaves  who  may  have  acquired  their  liberiy  by  passing  under 
the  jiirisdiciion  of  British  law. 

The  undersigned  cannot  hold  out  to  Mr.  Everett  any  expecta- 
tion that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  recede  from  the  deter- 
mination then  takf  n. 

The  sole  points  of  difference  between  the  case  of  the  "Enter* 
prise"  and  that  of  the '*Hermosa"  appear  to  be— first,  that  the 
slaves  from  the  latter  vessel  entered  the  port  of  their  liberation 
under  the  British,  and  not  under  the  American  flag;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  the  time  of  their  liberation  was  subsequent  to  the 
complete  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  colonies, 
when  even  the  apprenticeship  of  the  negroes  had  ceased  to  exist. 
The  undersigned  feels  assured  that  Mr.  Everett  will  see  in 
these  two  points  of  difference  no  cause  for  any  deviation  from 
the  course  uken  by  her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  former 
occasion,  when  it  was  decided  by  tliem,  "that  slsvery,  being 
now  abolished  throughout  the  British  empire,  there  can  be  no 
well  founded  claim  on  the  part  of  any  foreigner  for  compensa- 
tion in  respect  to  slaves,  who,  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever, may  come  into  the  British  colonies,  any  more  than  there 
would  be  in  respect  to  slaves  who  might  come  into  the  United 
Kinedorn." 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  (o  renew  to 
Mr.  Everett  the  aasurance  ol  his  distinguished  consideration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Here,  then,  we  find  (continued  Mr.  C.)  that,  as 
late  as  the  20ih  May  last,  when  Lord  Ashburton 
was  writing  diplomatic  notei>  about  adjourning  the  . 
settlement  of  tnis  question  to  London,  where  "a£- 
cess  could  be  had  io  all  ihe  aulhorilies^"  the  British  I 
Government  had  solemnl)r  decided  that  ^Uhey  would 
notf  hence forwardy  erUertain  ihe  question  of  compear 
saltan  for  slaves  tcho  niay  have  acquired  their  liberty 
bypassing  under  ihe  jurisdictio7i  of  British  lawsj" 
and  "thalj  slavery  being  now  abolished  throughout 
the  British  empire,  there  can  be  no  well- founded  claim 
on  ihe  part  of  any  foreigner  for  cjompensation  in  re- 
spect to  slaves  who ^  voider  an/y  circumstaiices  whatever, 
may  come  into  the  British  colonies"  No,Tiot  even 
when  the  ves.sels  containing  them  are  driven  there 
by  tempest,  like  the  Enterprise;  by  shipwreck,  like 
the  Hermosa;  or  by  mutiny  and  murder,  like  the 
Creole.  And  (his  inhuman  doctrine — this  barbar- 
ous interpolation  of  the  ctnle  of  international  law, 
which  imposes  a  penalty  on  misfortune,  and  holds 
out  a  premium  to  insurrection  and  murder,  is  pro- 
mulgated at  the  very  moment  when  the  bloody  tra- 
gedy recentlv  enacted  on  board  the  Creole  had 
demonstratea  the  fatal  consequences  to  which  it 
would  inevitably  lead. 

[Mr.  Rives  here  interrupted  Mr.  C.  and  observed 
that  the  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  was  a  mere  refer- 
ence to  a  prior  decision  given  in  the  case  of  the 
Enterprise.] 

It  does  refer  (continued  Mr.  C.)  to  that'decision; 
but  itexpressiy  adopts  and  confirms  ii;  and  the  refer- 
ence to  a  case  which  this  body  had  already  pro- 
nounced to  have  been  a  violation  of  our  flag  and 
of  national  law,  only  renders  their  rejection  of  our 
demand  as  offensive  in  form,  as  it  was  unjust  in 
substance.  Why,  let  me  ask,  was  this  letter,  re- 
jecting our  demand,  withheld  from  the  public, 
wken  Mr.  Webster's  letter  to  Mr.  Everett,  instraet-  - 


ing  him  to  make  that  demand  and  demonstnte 
its  injustice,  was  paraded  in  every  nevsptpoi 
the  country,  even  before  it  had  reached  iisdoiai, 
tioni  Why  was  fhe  .smooth,  plausible  diploi^c 
note  of  Lord  Ashburton,  who  was  not  amhc^ 
to  negotiate  on  this  subject,  sent  to  this  bodjr  aW 
with  this  treaty;  when  not  a  word  was  said  abw 
the  plain,  unequivocal,  peremptory  answer  of  h 
British  minister,  about  the  extent  of  whose  poin 
there  could  be  no  dispute!  How  is  it  thai,  m^ 
yesterday,  thfe  very  existence  of  such  a  (Wi 
pondence  was  unknown  lo  this  bodyl  Wis  it  he- 
cause  it  was  feared  that  such  a  leuer  Hnght  pn>fe 
an  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  andmi^ 
revive  anew  those  feelings  of  indignatkm  whid 
these  outrages  had  excited,  and  which  bad  only  ^q. 
bered  since  this  negotiation  had  been  aeton  food 

Mr.  President,  the  moment  that  this  ansvciflf 
Lord  Ashburton  was  known  here,   our  Gotov 
ment  should  have  made  the  settlement  of  this  op- 
tion a  sine  qua  non-,  andj  in  case  of  refusal,  haw 
broken  off  the    negotiation  at   onc«.    Hadtli 
course  been  pursued,  depend  upon  it,  the  pcwm 
of  Lord  Ashburton  would  have  been  foima  bicii 
enough  to  cover  the  case,  or  have  been  speedily  » 
larged.    Gentlemen  tell  us  that,  in  that  eveot,vu 
would  have  been  inevitable;  and  one  woald  ahes 
fancy  that  the  chairman  bf  the  Committee  ob  Ftx- 
eign  Affairs  already  heard  the  distant  roar  of  &* 
ish  artillery.  For  my  own  part.  I  entert^hi  no  sad 
fears.    Embarrassed  as  she  is  in  her  finances  ai^ 
encumbered  with  two  Asiatic  wars,  England  is « 
more  anxious  or  better  prepared  for  war  than  tt 
are.    She  would  never  go  to  war  for  the  salsd 
maintaining  a  principle  which  is  only  impomnttj 
her  as  a  me«>ns  of  annoying  us,  and    which  tk 
voice  of  the  civilized  wdrld  would  pronounce  to  bt 
erroneous.    Her  boasted  philanthropy  is  woodfi. 
fully  sagacious,  and  always  coincides  with  ait 
subserves  her  interests.     But,  even  did  I  belier? 
th*at  war  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  cf 
a  rejection  of  this  treaty,  I  would  not  permit  tliB 
belief  to  "influence  my  decision.    True,  our  finale 
are  deranged,  our  treasury  exhatisted,  and  ibeifr 
ministration  of  our  afiairs  confided  to  hands tkt 
neither  possess  nor  deserve  the  confidence  of  tk 
country;  but  I  would  prefer  to  encounter  war,  oads 
all  thesedisadvantages,  than  to  purchase  an  igDooiB- 
ous  peace  by  the  surrender  or  a  principle  of  ari 
vital  importance.  I  would  notpermitanvtemponn 
difficulties  to   create  pernmnent    misfortunes.  1 
would.trcat  with  Great  Britain  asl  would  treat  wife 
the  weakest  power  in  Christendom;  I  would  tr» 
with  her  now,  asl  would  when  our  affairs areD« 
prosperous.  I  would  treat  with  her,  with  Tyler  for 
our  President,  as  Iwould  with  Washington  or  Jiel- 
son  at  the  helm  of  Government.  And,  wierall,  ifn 
ratify  this  treaty,  will  not  there  still  remain suffides: 
cause  for  warl    Did  not  this  body,  two  years  age, 
solemnly  declare  that  there  was,  when  t^  pro- 
nounced  the  seizure  of  the  slaves  on  boan}ueJ^ 
terprise  a  violation  of  law  and  of  the  rights  of  our  cit- 
izens, and  equivalent  to  an  invasion  oi  oordomaio! 
Since  those  resolutions,  the  outrages  of  tlie  Her* 
mosa  and  the  Creole  have  been  superadded  to  tk 
of  the  Enterprise.    If  there  was  caose  for  war  tbo, 
is  there  not  much  greater  cause  now?    If  these  re- 
olutionsbe  erroneous,  repeal  them.    If  the  princi- 
ples they  contain  be  correct,  preserve  your  cfivaSr 
ency,  and  maintain  them  at  whatever  sacriiiff. 
But  do  not  ratify  this  treaty,  and  leave  them  in  fid) 
force — a  recorded  sentence  of  self-condemoatioB. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  10th  article  of  tk 
treaty  vould  apply  to  cases  like  the  Creole;  and  ib: 
henceforward  Great  Britain,  although  she  migk 
still  continue  to  liberate  our  slaves  when  they  ctne 
within  her  grasp,  would  be  bound  to  surreodff 
them  when  they  had  committed  murder.  I  hop 
for  the  sake  of  humanity  and  the  honor  of  ttiis 
country,  it  may  be  so-,  but  there  is  a  clause  iu  thsi 
article  which  I  do  not  like,  and  which,  if  not  in- 
seried*for  the  purpose  of  preventing  its  applicaiia 
to  cases  of  this  description,  will,  I  am  conndest,  k 
used  as  a  pretext  for  that  purpose:  I  refer  to  iW 
clause  which  provides  that  *Hhe  evidence  of  crh- 
inality  shall  be  according  io  the  laws  of  tke  fistt 
where  the  fugitive,  or  person  charged,  shall  be  fnal* 
Suppose,  ^'ir,  that  a  slave,  in  attempting  to  recdw 
his  liberty,  murders  him  who  holds  him  inco^odf 
would  not  an  English  judge  (upon  whom.lhf  v 
cision  would  devolve)  decide  ihai,  accortUng  t«  it 
laws  of  England,  there  was  no  criminali^  11* 
the  restraint  on  tne  person  of  the  slave  wasntt- 
lawful  duress— SL  violent  assault,  wkicjh  josdfedv 
excused  the  killing  of  hfm  who  comAutted  &1  I 
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do  not  say,  sir,  that  such  ought  to  be  the  decision.  I 
I  do  not  say  that  it  would  be  a  fair  and  honest  inlei^ 
pretation  of  the  article.  But  I  do  say,  there  is 
enough  in  it  to  cavil  about — enough  to  afford  thfe 
English  Grovemment  a  plausible  pretext  for  doing 
thiU  which  they  are  now  doipg  without  a  pretext.* 

*Tbe  following  accouot,  given  by  iho  nocoriotia  Tappan,  of  ft 
conference  which  look  place  between  Lord  Aahburton  and  a 
eommUiee^rthe  American  and  Foreign  An  ii-8ia\tery  Society, 
■hortiy  after  Um  ratification  of  the  treaty,  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  i2Ui  September  laai.  If  we 
can  credit  this  8laten;)ent(I  admit  of  doubtful  authenticity)  we 
have  already  a  commentary  on  this  article  of  the  treaty  by 
the  minism  wbe  negotiated  it,  declaring,  not  only  tliat  it.  doea 
not  apply  to  caaea  like  the  Creole,  but  that,  in  framing  the  irea* 
tj,  great  care  had  l>e«n  takan  to  prevent  any  suchapplicfition. 
I  rwer  to  this  publication  here,  not  only  as  furnishing  some  in- 
dication of  bis  Lordship's  views  on  this  subject,  but  especi- 
ally a«  aa  evidence  of  the  connexion  which  exists  between 
tbo  Abolitionists  of  this  country  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain.  How  diseaaed  must  be  the  slate  of  public 
opinion  in  a  community  which  can  tolerate,  within  Its  bosom, 
foreign  societies  formed  foi  (he  avowed  purpose  of  war« 
ring  against  the  fundamental  ipatitutiona  of  the  country^  and 
doas  not  cover  with  universal  opprobrium  American  citizens 
who  publicly  apply  to  the  ambaaaador  of  a  foreign  nation  to 
protect  t^m  against  the  acts  of  their  own  Government. 

"ABouTtoM  Morality.— We  find  in  the  Journal  of  Com- 
UMree  the  following  gioas  attack  upon  the, Aonor  and  Ao»e«fy 
of  Lord  Aahburtoo: 

*'We  have  tieretolbre  alluded  to  the  -fact,  that  the  AbolitionitU 
have  openly  recommended  tlaxea  u>  tteal  from  their  masters 
^Rrheaever  it  would  aid  them  in  effecting  their  escape;  and  now 
tMmim  Tappan  would  have  tlie  world  believe  that  Lord  Ash* 
barton  approver  of  such  advice ! 

■  In  law,  the  receiver  of  stolen  goods  is  aa  ciirainal  as  the  thief; 
and  in  morals,  all  must  agree  that  the  person  who  can  de- 
liberately advise  a  human  being  to  set  at  naught  the  laws  of 
Ood  and  mail^  and  justify— nay,  urgo— his  attaling,  «oold  htni' 
self  be  guilty  of  fAe/f  when  an  opportunity  offered.  '7%ou 
Bhalt  noi  tteaV  is  one  of  God's  commandments;  and  he  who 
advises  hit  foliow-being  to  violate  it,  would  undoubtedly  vio' 
laia  it  himself  if  secure  from  punirameou 

**Andyot,  because  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  and  some  of  his  asso* 
cfates  are  willing  to  advise  others  to  steal,  these  honest  and 
PI0TT8  gentlemen  infer  that  Lord  Ashhurtun  would  give  simi- 
lar advice !  In  other  words,  they  in  fact  publish  his  Lordship 
mm  a  thimf. 

"Let  the  reader  peruse  the  following,  and  form  hisfown 
opinion  of  Mr;  Tappan  and  his  honest  aud  religious  asaoci- 
mttB."—Ed.  Omr.  and  Enq. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
INTERVIEW  WITH  LORD  ASHBURTON. 

The  Executive  Conimiltee  of  the  Ameriean  and  Foreign 
JLmi'Siaverjf  Societjft  apprehending  that  the  tenth  article  of 
ttw  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  British  minister  and 
o«r  Gk>vernment,  might  be  used  to  the  injury  of  fugitive  slaves 
escaping  into  Canada,  appointed  a  deputation  to  solicit  an  in* 
tarriew  with  Lord  Ashburton  just  before  his  departure  for 
England,  to  lay  kiefore  him  facts  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
which  inight  be  communicated  to  his  GovornmenL  He  very 
readily  complied  with  the  request^  and  appointed  10  o'clock 
a.  on.  SafRemberSd,  for  the  interview,  at  nis  lodgings  at  the 
Aator  House.  The  committee  consislod  of  Messrs.  S.  8.  Joce- 
Ijrn,  Leonard  Gibbs,Le  Roy  Sunderland,  and  Lewis  Tappan. 
Mr.  Gerrit  Smith  being  present,  was  Invited  to  accompany  the 
delegation.  The  delegation  was  courteously  receiven  by  Mr. 
Mikknay,  sscretary  of  the  special  miasiou  of  her  Bcitannic 
Majesty,  and  by  him  presented  to  Lord  Ashburton,  who  invited 
them  to  be  seated,  expressed  much  satisfaction  at  seeing  them, 
and  entered  into  a  frank  and  full  cenversaiion  on  the  subject 
(be  whick  the  interview  was  requested.'  The  delegation,  after 
ooncratulating  the  British  envoy  on  the  successful  termination 
of  bis  mi^on,  fh  formed  him  of  the  particulars  of  the  case  of 
fifefaon  Hackett,  a  slave  who  fled  from  Arkansas  to  Canada, 
wliere  his  pnrsoers  overtook  him,  had  htm  arrested  on  a  charge 
oi  etisalinK  a  coat,  gold- watch,  and  horse  of  his  master.  Hackeu 
waa  inipriaoned,  and  meantime  a  grand  jury  in  Arkansas  m- 
dieted  him.  A  demand  was  forwarded  from  the  Governor  of 
Arkaosaa  to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  for  his  surren* 
dar.  Sir  Charles  Bagot  complied,  and  Hackett  was  taken  back 
to  At kanaas.  The  delegation  stated  to  Lord  Ashburton  their 
appreliensions  that  such  a  course  occurring  without  any  treaty 
•tipulation,  there  was  great  cause  of  apprehension  that,  under 
the  tenth  arUcle  of  the  treaty,  which  provides  for  the  mutual 
aorrooder  of  all  persona  chaned  with  certain  specified  crimes, 
no  fugitive  slave  would  be  sale  in  Canada,  when  it  is  notorious 
that  slaveholders  allege  crimes  against  fugitive  slaves  as  one 
expedient  for  their  reclamation. 

Lord  Ashburton  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  lOth  article, 
aitd  mentioned  several  particulars  of  the  discuwiion  that  look 
pUce,  l>oth  en  that  topic  and  others  relating  to  slaves.  He  said 
that  it  was  very  desirable  to  have  an  article  in  the  treaty  to 
meet  cases  similar  to  that  of  Holmes,  who  ied  from  Canada 
into  Varmoni,  and  the  cases  that  would  frequently  arise,  con. 
ajderioc  the  extent  of  the  boidering  lines,  and  the  temptation  for 
criminate  to  flee  acrom  the  lines  in  hope  of  securing  themselves 
from  arrest  and  punishment.  The  Governor  of  Canada  was 
anxiooe  tliat  desertersshould  be  included;  but  as  Lord  A .  learned 
tlMt  a  claim  would  be  put  In  for  the  delivering  op  of  fugitive 
Hlaves,  lie  abandoned  the  question  of  deserters  from  her  Bintan 
nic  Majesty's  possessions.  Be  was  also  very  desirous  to  secure 
the  delivery  of  mutineers;  but  did  not  press  it,  lest  it  should 
iDvofTe,on  the  pan  of  his  Oovernmeot,  the  delivery  of  slaves 
situated  as  were  tboae  on  board  the  Creole.  With  regard  to  the 
ca^e  of  the  slave  Hackett,  he  dlQ  not  know  all  the  facts,  r^ir 
Charles  Bagot  waa  known  to  him,  and  he  did  not  believe  he 
would  do  anything  intentionally  wrong.  But  he  had  juf^t  en- 
tered upon  bis  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  at  that  June. 
tare,  of  prunuHins  good  feeling  with  his  great  neighbor.  The 
fact  that  the  slave  nail  taken  his  master's  'watch,  was  a  circum* 
Bcance  that  psobably  wentagainst  him.  "Hail  he  only  taken  the 
bona,**  aaioLord  A.,  (looking  at  Gerrii  Smith,  significantly, 
tbou^fb  Im  could  not  be  supposed  ever  to  have  read  the  advice 
of  that  eentleroan  to  fugitive  slaves,)  **he  would  not  probably 
have  been  aurrendered;  for  you  know  the  horse  was  necessary 
for  hie  eaoape.**  -  Lord  A.  aaid  thai,  in  framing  the  10th  article, 


Some  gentlemen,  1  Icnow,  although,  like  myself, 
ihcy  do  not  entirely  approve  this  treaty,  are  yet 
willipg  to  vote  for.  it  as  Ine  price  of  peace.  How- 
ever anxioas  I  may  be  to  preserve  peace,  I  am  not 
willing  to  purchase  it,  I  differ  from  them,  moreover. 
I  do  not  believe  any  peace  will  be  permanent,  as 
long  as  this  agitating  subject  remains  unsettled. 
England  has  told  you  that  the  door  of  negotiation  on 
this  subject  is  closed.  It  will  never  be  re-opened, 
except  at  the  point  of  the  bdyonet.  If  you  w^e  to 
go  to  war  now,  it  would  be  the  war  oi  the  whole 
country.  From  the  banks  of  the  Penobscot  to  the 
Mississippi,  we  would  present  an  unbroken  front. 
But.  once  separate  these  questions ;  let  the  North  set- 
tle those  in  which  she  is  more  immediately  inter- 
ested, and  leave  the  South  alone  with  its  wrongs 
unredressed ;  and  you  increase  the  chances  of  war, 
while  you  diminish  those  of  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion. Your  forbearance  now  will  only  mcrease 
the  insolence  of  Great  Britain,  and  encourage  the 
repetition  of  outrages  like  those  of  the  Hermosa 
and  the  Creole.  She  will  unfurl  the  banner  of  ab- 
olition still  more  conspicuously  belbre  the  eyes  of 
your  slaves.  She  will  accustom  them  to  consider 
her  as  their  benefactress,  the  champion  of  their 
rights,  the  avenger  of  their  wrongs ;  and  when 
war  docs  come — as  come  it  will — she  may  then  hope 
to  realize  her  threat  of  being  welcomed  by  them  as 
a  deliverer,  and  her  iag,  wherever  it  appears,  be- 
coming the  signal  of  servile  insurrection. 

great  care  had  been  taken  that  inferior  magistrate?  in  Canada 
should  have  no  authority  to  surrender  fugitives,  as  had  been 
urged  by  the  other  party;  and  that  only  »he  Governor  himself 
could  pet  form  an  act  of'^so  great  importance.  Great  care  would 
be  taken,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  innocent;  and  that  the 
taking  of  any  ai tide  necessary  to  eflect  an  escape  would  not 
be  consideted  felonious.  If,  said  he,  the  operation  of  the  lOih 
article  prove  injurious,  he  had  no  doubt  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  put  an  end  to  it,  agreeably  to  another  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty,  viz:  "The  10th  article  shall  continue  in 
force  until  one  or  the  other  party  shall  signify  its  wish  to  ter* 
minate  it,  and  no  longer." 

Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  when  the  delegation  came  to  read 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Webber,  they  would  see  that  be 
had  taken  all  possible  care  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to 
the  people  of  color;  that,  if  he  had  even  been  willing  to  intro- 
duce an  article  including  cases  similar  to  that  of  the  Creole,  his 
Government  would  never  have  ratified  it,  aa  they  will  adhere 
to  the  great  principles  they  have  so  long  avowed  and  nwin- 
tiiined;  and  that  the  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  be 
very  watchflil  to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under 
the  tenth  article. 

The  delegation  now  rose,  and,  after  thanking  Lord  Asliburton 
for  the  candid  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had  received 
their  communications,  and  answered  their  inquiries— wishing 
the  divine  blessing  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  perpetuating 
peace  between  the  respective  countries,  and  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  oppressed,  and  a  safe  and  speedy  return  to  his  na* 
live  land— took  iheir  leave,  highly  gratified  with  the  courtesy, 
frankness,  intelligence,  and  philanthropy  of  this  distinguished 
nobleman.  Believing  the  above  statement  will  l>e  interesting 
to  your  readers,  especially  to  those  who  labor  and  piay  for  the 
slave— for  the  poor  fugitive,  particularly— that  It  will  tend  to 
quiet  the  fears  of  the  twelve  thousand  colored  inhabitants  ol 
Canada,  most  of  whom  have  fled  from  Southern  slavery,  and 
their  numerous  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  lino;  and  that  there 
will  be  found  an  additional  occasion  for  the  thankfulness  to 
God,  that  he  has,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  American 
and  British  ministers,  brought  about  a  peace  that  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  lasting.    I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

LEWIS  TAPPAN. 


BRITISH  TREATY. 

SECRET  SESSION.' 

SPEECH  0F"mIL  rives, 

OF  VIRGINIA. 

In  SenaUj  August  17  and  19,  1842— On  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  the  treaty  had  been  referred, 
not  having  been  able,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed  by  the  now  advanced  stage  of  the  session, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  early  action  on  the 
subject,  to  make  a  formal  and  written  report,  it  de- 
volved on  him,  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  to 
state  the  views  and  considerations  by  which  the 
committee  had  been  influenced,  in  recommending 
to  the  Senate  to  give  the  constitutional  sanction  of 
their  "advice  and  consent"  to  its  ratification.  Ue 
begged  leave  to  say,  in  the  outset,  that,  in  forming 
their  judgment  on  the  grave  question  submitted  to 
them,  the  committee  had  felt  themselves  bound,  by 
the  most  solemn  of  all  obligations,  to  discard  from 
their  minds  every  consideration  but  such  as  apper- 
tained to  the  true  interest  and  honor  of  their  coun- 
try. They  had  felt  that  it  would  be  to  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  Senate,  and  to  show 
themselves  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try, if  they  could,  for  a  moment, permit  themselves, 
it  pursuit  of  party  objects,  or  under  the  influence  ol 
personal  or  political  prejudices,  to  turn  aside  from 


the  national  question,  to -inquire  by  whom  the  treaty 
had  beeti  negotiated,  or  whose  name  stood  sub- 
scribed to  it.  They  have  looked  to  the  treaty  in 
itself,  isolated  from  every  invidious  reference  to 
persons  or  parties;  and  have  pronounced  upon  its 
acceptance  or  rejection  as,  in  their  best  judgment, 
the  interests  and  honor  of  the  nation  demand. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  embrace  three  di**- 
tinct  objects:  an  exact  and  permanent  definition  of 
the  boundaries,  where  they  had  been  the  subject  of 
doubt  or  dispute,  between  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; a  plan  of  co-operation  for  the  more  eflTectual 
suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade;  and  an 
agreement  for  the  mutual  surrender,  in  certain 
cases,  of  criminals  fugitive  from  jii§tice.  The 
first  of  these  objects,  from  its  intimate  w^nexion 
with  the  tranquiHity  of  the  frontier,  and  thrpeace 
of  the  two  countries — on  several  recent  occ&sicms  ' 
exposed  to  imminent  hazard  of  interruption,  tfotk 
intrusions  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  the  confllctJ- 
ing  jurisdictions  exercised  over  it — naturally  occu- 
pies the  foreground  of  the  treaty. 

The  merits  of  the  controversy  respecting*  our 
Northeastern  boundary,  and  the  respective  claims 
and  arguments  of  the  two  parties  in  regard  to  it, 
are  too  well  known  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  to 
require  any  recapitulation  of  them  at  my.  hands. 
A  brief  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  controversy,  ^ 
however,  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
comprehend  the  positfon  of  the  question  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  negotiations  which  terminated  in 
this  treaty  were  entered  upon. 

The  second  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  describes  the  Northeastern  boimaary 
of  the  United  States  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  wit:  that  angle 
which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  fi-om 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands; 
along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  north  westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river;" 
and  then,  pursuing  the  description  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  States  around  their  whole  terri- 
tory,  on  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south,  it  re- 
turns to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Maine  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "  Elast  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth, 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  to  its  source;  and  from  its 
source,  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands, 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  Si .  Law- 
rence." 

Nothing  could  afibrd  a  more  striking  evidence 
of  the  extremely  defective  knowledge  of  the  geog- 
raphy of  the  country  in  question,  which  existed  at 
the  time  of  the  signature  of  'h^  treaty  of  peace, 
than  the  fact,  that,  in  the  very  first  year  succeeding 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  a.  scrf^as  controversy 
arose  between  the  high  contracting  parties  as  to 
which  was  this  river  St,  Croix,  here-  crlled  for  as 
a  natural  boundary  between  their  adjaoeat  posses- 
sions. There  were  three  rivers  emptying  them- 
selves into  Passamaquoddy  bay,  a  pari  of  the  Boif 
of  fVnrfy,  (as  it  was  subsequently  formally  declared 
to  be,*)  each  one  of  which,  it  seemed,  had,  some 
time  or  other,  passed  under  the  name  of  the  St. 
Croix.  This  territorial  comedy  of  errors^  like  all  other 
questions  of  disputed  boundary,  was,  on  several 
occasions,  near  producing  tragical  redults,  by  em- 
broiling the  authorities  and  population  adjacent  to 
the  controverted  limits.  The  most  eastern  river 
was  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  the  true  St. 
Croix— the  western  by  Great  Britain.  Finally, 
after  lowering  over  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  for 
ten  years,  this  controversy  was  put  in  a  train  of 
amicable  adjustment  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  (com- 
monly galled  Jay's  treaty,)  which  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  joint  commissioners  to  determine 
which  was  the  river  truly  intended  under  the  name 
of  the  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  com- 
missioners met,  and  in  179i3  closed  their  delibera- 
tions, by  declaring  an  intermediate  river,  called  the 
Scoodiac,  to  be  the  true  St.  Croix  of  the  treaty;  . 
which  has  been,  accordingly,  ever  since  recognised 
and  observed  as  the  actual  boundary  of  the  Uni'ed 
States  in  that  quarter,  and  to  that  extent. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  this  portion  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  was  ascertained  and  established, 
new  difficulties  and  uncertainties  arose  in  follow- 
ing it  out,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  decision  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  treaty  of  1794,  in  identifying  the  true  river  St. 

*Bj  the  fourth  article  of  ilie  treaty  of  Gbeot. 
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Croix,  and  in  fixing  its  source,  had  established  the 
terminus  a  mio^  from  which  the  boandary  in  ques- 
tion was  to  be  run.  But  the  terminus  ad  quem^  to 
which  it  was  to  be  continued — to  wit:  the  highlands 
dinding  the  tributary  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Atlautic,  which  lay  due  north  from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix — remained  to  be  ascertained; 
and  vfYkQutkey  were  ascertained,  Ihe  northwestern- 
most  head  of  the  Connecticut  river,  (another  termi- 
nusto  which  the  boundary  along  the  said  highlands 
was  to  be  continued,)  was  also  to  be  identified  and 
established.  Both  of  these  termini  were  supposed 
to  be  involved  in  doubt  by  the  actual  geography  ana 
physical  conformation  of  the  country.  Tne  high- 
lands described  in  the  treaty  were  said  to  have  no 
definite  existence  in  nature;  and  the  various  sources 
or  the  Connecticut  river,  and  their  relative  position, 
produced  confusion  in  determining  which  was  the 
true  northwesternmost  source  referred  to  by  the 
treaty  of  peace.  For  the  "adjustment  of  ihese  un- 
certainties," by  the  agency  of  a  joint  commission 
formed  on  the  model  of  that  of  Jay's  treaty  in  re- 
gard to  the  St.  Croix  river,  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded by  Mr.  Rufus  King  with  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
in  May,  1803,  under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, then  Secretary  of  State.  This  convention  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  its  ratification,  with  the  exception  of  its 
fifth  article,  relating  to  the  northwestern  bounda- 
ry between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  which,  it  was  apprehended,  might  con- 
flict with  the  territorial  claims  of  the  United  Slates 
tmderthe  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from 
France;  which  hdd  been  concluded  twelve  days 
previous  to  the  convention  with  Lord  Uawkes> 
bary,  but  which  fact  was  not  known  to  either  of 
the  negotiators  at  the  signature  of  the  latter.  The 
change  thus  made  by  the  Senate  not  being  acceded 
to  by  the  British  Qovemment,  the  convention  failed 
to  take  effect. 

Thus  stood  the  question  in  re«rard  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  without  any  new  arrangement 
to  obviate  or  adjust  the  uncertainties  which  had 
arisen,  until  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  By  the  fifth 
article  of  that  treaty,  it  was  agreed  that  two  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed — one  by  each  par- 
ty— to  ascertain  and  determine  where  is  the  point 
of  intersection,  or  angle  called  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  highlands, 
as  described  in  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  also  the 
northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and 
to  cause  the  entire  boundary,  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  marked,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  treaty  of  peace;  and  if  these  commission- 
ers should  differ  in  opinion  on  the  matters  referred 
to  them,  then  Ihfeir  differences  were  to  be  referred 
to  some  friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named 
for  the  purpose,  whose  decision  should  be  final  and 
conclusive  on  all  the  matters  so  referred.  The  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
having  radically  differed  in  their  views  of  the  true 
boundary,  &  convention  was  entered  into  between 
the  two  Governments,  in  September,  1827,  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  stipulated  reference  to  some 
friendly  sovereign;  agreeing  to  proceed,  in  concert, 
to  the  choice  of  such  friendly  sovereigi,  and  reg- 
ulating various  details  connected  with  the  arbitra- 
tion. The  King  of  the  Netherlands  was,  by  the 
concurrent  act  of  the  two  Gtovernments,  subse- 
quently chosen  as  the  arbiter;  and,  in  January, 
1831,  he  pronounced  his  award— declaring,  in  ef- 
fect, that  neither  the  line  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  to  the  north  of  the  river  St.  John,  nor  that 
claimed  by  Great  Britain,  to  the  sonih  of  that  riv- 
er, fulfilled  the  description  of  the  boundary  con- 
tained in  the  treaty  of  peace;  that  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  were  too  vague  and  indeterminate  to  ad- 
mit of  satisfactory  execution,  when  applied  to  the 
actual  topography  of  the  coontry;  and  that,  there- 
fore, "it  will  be  suitable  {il  cmimendra)  to  adopt  as 
the  boundary  of  the  two  Slates"  a  line  which 
drawn  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  till  it  inter- 
sect the  river  St.  John,  shall  continue  along  that 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis;  thence  along 
the  St.  Francis,  to  its  southwesternmost  head;  and 
thence,  by  a  due-west  course,  to  the  line  claimed  by 
the  United  States. 

This  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in 
proposing  the  adoption  of  a  new  boundary,  was 
considered  as  a  departure  from  the  question  sub- 
mitted for  his  decision  by  the  terms  of  the  refer- 
ence, and  was  held,  therefore,  not  to  be  obligatory 
on  the  parties.    The  Senate  of  the  United  States, 


before  whom  the  award  was  laid  by  the  President 
for  their  advice  on  the  subject,  expressed  an  opin- 
ion uniavorable  to  its  acceptance;  and  from  that 
lime  down  to  the  special  mission  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon,  a  series  of  halting  and  abortive  negotiations 
has  been  going  on  between  the  two  Governments, 
terminating  in  nothing,  and  leaving  this  disturb- 
ing controversy  as  far  as  ever  from  settlement;  the 
peaceof  the  two  countries,  in  the  mean  lime,  ex- 
pased  to  perpetual  danger  of  interruption,  by  collis- 
ions oh  the  debatable  frontier. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thus  briefly  retraced  the  his- 
tory  of  this  controversy,  and  exhibited  the  mutual 
proceedings  of  the  two  Governments  in  regard  to 
It — not  with  any  purpose  of  weakening  or  impugn- 
ing the  just  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  territo- 
ry claimed  by  them  as  being  within  the  limits  es- 
t€d)lished  by  the  treaty  of  peace;  on  the  contrary, 
he  felt  in  his  own  mind  a  clear  conviction  of  the 
justice  and  validity  of  the  American  claim  as 
resting  on  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  He  believed 
that  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United  States 
fulfilled  the  literal  description  contained  in  the 
treaty,  and  that  it  was  the  only  boundary  which 
did  fulfil  that  description.  He  had,  therefore, 
heartily  concurred  in  the  resolution  unanimously 
passed  in  this  body,  four  vears  ago,  affirming  our 
convictionof  the  right  of  the  United  States  under 
the  treaty  of  peace;  and  such,  he  was  authorized  to 
say,  was  still  ihfe  opinion  entertained  by  every 
member  of  the  committee.  But,  while  this  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  and  of  the  Senate,  and, 
without  doubt,  oC  a  large  majority^of  the  citizens 
cf  the  United  Stales  who  have  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  impossible  for  us,  looking  at  the  public 
and  solemn  acts  of  the  nation  through  its  recog- 
nised organs,  now  to  stand  uncompromisingly  on 
the  ground  of  right.  We  have  admitted,  over 
and  over  again,  that  the  question  is  one  open  to 
doubt  and  controversy;  and,  as  such,  we  have  agreed 
to  make  it  a  subject  o{ arbitration;  and  the  opinion 
of  the  arbiter,  however  wanting  in  legal  obligation, 
has  yet  been  pronounced  before  the  world  against 
our  claim. 

The  Senate  has  seen,  from  the  review  just 
presented,  that,  not  only  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  # 
the  subsequent  convention  of  1827,  had  we  abandon- ^ 
ed  the  ground  of  clear  and  incontestable  right;  but 
that,  at  a  long  antecedent  period,  by  the  convention 
of  1803  between  Mr.  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
(an  arrangement  unanimously  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  so  far  as  the  Northeastern  boundary  was 
concerned,)  we  had  agreed  to  bring  our  claims  into 
litigation  before  a  mixed  tribunal  of  arbitrament, 
10  be  specially  constituted  for  the  purpose.  The 
President  of'^the  United  States,  [Mr.  Jefferson,] 
in  communicating  the  conclusion  of  that  arrange- 
ment to  Congress,  accompanied  it  with  the  follow- 
ing pregnant  remarks: 

"  A  further  knowledge  of  the  ground  in  the'northMslern  and 
northwestern  angles  of  the  United  States  has  evinced  that  the 
boundaries  established  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  between  the  Brit- 
ish territories  and  ours  m  those  parts,  were  too  imper/eetlu  dt- 
tcribed  to  be  susceptible  ofeseculion.  It  has,  therelhre,  been 
thought  worthy  of  attention,  for  presenring  and  chenshiug  the 
hftrmony  and  useful  iotercoursesubsisting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, to  remove,  by  timely  aTangenients,  what  unfavorable 
incidents  might  otherwise  render  a  ground  of  future  misnnder- 
standing.  A  convention  has,  therefore,  been  entered  into,  which 
provides  for  a  nracticable  drmarcation  of  those  limits,  to  the 
satiif action  of  both  parties." 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  instructions  given  by  him 

to  Mr.  King  for  the  negotiation  of  the  convention, 

used  language  of  similar,  and  not  less  significant 

import: 

"In  fixing,"  said  he,  "the  point  at  which  the  line  is  toter- 
minate,  and  which  is  referred  to  as  the  northwest  anele  of  Nova 
Scoiia,  the  HiflRculiy  arises  from  a  referencfl  of  the  treaty  of 
1783to'thehigh'ands,»  which  it  is  note  found  haze  no  deJU 
nite  existence.  To  remove  this  difSculiy,  no  better  expedient 
occurs  than  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  aihirdcommia 
sioner,  as  in  article  five  of  the  treaty  of  17M;  snd  to  authorize 
the  three  to  determine  on  a  point  to  be  substituted  for  the  de- 
scription in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  having  due 
regard  to  the  general  idea  that  the  line  ought  to  terminate  on  the 
elevated  ground  dividing  the  rivers  failing  into  the  Ailanlic, 
from  those  emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  I^awrence.  The 
commissioners  may  also  be  authorised  to  substitute  for  the  de- 
scription  of  the  boundary  between  the  point  so  fixed  and  the 
northwesternmost  head  of  the  Conneriicut  river— namely,  a  line 
'along  the  said  highlands;" — such  areferenc/*  to  intermediate 
sources  of  rivers,  or  other  ascertained  or  ascertsinable  points, 
to  be  connected  by  straight  lines,  as  will  admit  of  nasy  and 
accurate  execution  herealier,  and  as  will  beet  comport  with  the 
apparent  intention  of  the  treaty  of  1763  " 

Here  we  have  an  instruction  from  one  of  the  most 
cautious,  as  well  as  able  and  enlightened  statesmen, 
that  ever  presided  over  the  department  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  expressly  authorizing  the  minister 
ofthe  United  States,  on  the  ground  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  finding  the  limits  described    in  the  J 


treaty  of  1783,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  to  jb4. 
siilute — not,  as  has  been  said,  a  point  co\j,  \m—% 
continuous  and  long  line  of  bowndary  hetweniha: 
point  and  another,  for  the  liDei»  and  angles  described 
in  the  treaty. 

After  these  various,  and  repeated  aets  of  t^  aa. 
tional  authorities,  acknowledging,  in  one  form  or 
another,  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  stood  ii 
the  way  of  the  actual  demarcation  of  the  bouDdary 
in  question,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  1783,  it  seems  to  the  committee  too  late  in  the 
day,  consistently  with  a  proper  regard  for  ike  peacM 
of  nations  and  the  opinion  of  the  world,  to  plast 
ourselves  now  .sternly  and  inflexibly  on  tbe|roiiiid 
of  a  clear f  manifest,  and  incorUroverUbU  neht  to 
the  precise  line  of  boundary  we  claim,  u  iht 
honor  of  the  country,  as  is  now  asserted,  danaadtd 
that  the  svmmmmjus  of  our  claims,  in  regard  lo 
the  disputed  boundary,  should  have  been  rigoroti^ 
insisted  on  in  the  late  negotiation,  then  that  hooor 
has  been  long  since  irretrievably  prostrated  in  tk 
dust.  It  was  sacrificed  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  by  the 
convention  of  1803,  b^  the  Ghent  negoUat]<Bis  ia 
1814,  by  the  arbitration  arrangement  of  18S7;  ii 
was  betrayed  by  Washington,  Jeflerson,  and  Madi* 
son;  and  trampled  under  foot  by  every  successive  ad- 
ministration that  has  been  charged  with  the  forngi 
relations  of  the  country,  from  the  peace  of  17S3  lo 
the  present  day.  How  would  even  our  hero  Presi* 
dent,  the  venerable  Jackson — at  whose  lofiy  tone  ifi 
the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  nat^  the  worid 
stood  surprised— how  would  even  he  stand,  it  tried 
bv  this  new  standard  of  diplomatic  chivaliy?  Do. 
ring  the  period  of  his  administration,  reputed  ei* 
tries  were  made  on  the  disputed  territory  bv  ag^ 
of  the  neighboring  British  provincial  aotboriiie^ 
who  arrested  our  citizens,  seized  their  propcrtj, 
and  transported  both  one  and  the  other  into  a  for- 
eign jurisdiction.  Did  he  summon  the  nation  to 
arms  for  this  hostile  invasion  of  our  terrttenl—u 
it  assuredly  was,  if  the  principle  now  so  cheajij 
put  forward,  of  the  incontrovertible  justice  and  r»- 
lidity  of  our  title  to  the  boundary  we  claimed,  he 
correct.  No,  sir,  he  knew  that,  however  stroij 
might  be  our  conviction  of  the  justice  of  our  clain, 
there  were  two  sides  to  the  question— the  adTW- 
sary  claim  resting  on  grounds  which  we  bad,  \^ 
the  most  solemn  national  acts,  recognised  to  « 
fair  topics  of  discussion;  and  that  we  could  sot 
justify  ourselves  to  the  moral  sense  of  mankind,  a 
rashly  taking  the  decision  of  the  question  imoow 
own  hands. 

The  truth  is,  that  no  administration  has  erer 
shown  a  greater  disposition  to  settle  this  quesdoi 
with  Great  Britain,  on  principles  of  compromiteai 
concession,  than  did  that  of  General^  Jackson,  kii 
well  known  that  his  opinfons  and  inclinatioDS  vere 
decidedly  in  fiivor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands;  and  that  theollje^ 
tions  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  the  acdoa  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject,  alone  prevented  bis  accediog 
to  the  new  conventional  line  proposed  l^  thit 
award.  When,  irom  these  causes,  the  a4jastffieil 
under  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  the  Neche^ 
lands  failed.  President  Jackscn  immediately  sotigbt, 
by  a  provisional  arrangement  with  the  Slate  oC 
Maine,  for  an|  indemnity  to  be  paid  her  bf  tkt 
United  States  in  other  lands,  to  arm  himself  with 
the  necessary  sanction  of  her  assent,  to  agree  vith 
Great  Britain  upon  a  new  boundary  line,  in  phce 
of  that  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  An  arrangement  to 
that  effect  was  actually  entered  into  by  three  distin- 
guished public  functionaries  duly  authorized  t? 
the  President,  with  three  other  gentlemen  as  ageius 
of  the  State  of  Maine;  but  not  being  ratified  bf  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  when  submitted  to  tbea, 
the  negotiation,  upon  that  basis,  was  necessahlT 
abandoned.  Being  thus  forced  back  open  newet 
forts  to  settle  and  ascertain  the  boundary  as  it  exist- 
ed under  the  treaty  of  -peace,  Genei^  Jacksos 
authorized  a  proposition  of  extreme  liberalitj  to 
be  submitted  to  the  British  minister.  Hitherto,  ib 
all  the  discussions  upon  thes  ub)ect,as  well  asio  t^ 
explorations  and  surveys  made  to  determiDe  the 
boundary,  one  thing  had  been  assumed  as  crr^A* 
and  fixedr^lQ  wit :  that,  from  the  source  df  the  & 
Croix,  the  boundary,  in  the  express  lanewef 
the  treaty,  should  be  rnn  directly  north  to  tne  «(*' 
lands,  &c.;  and  this  had  been  invariably  coDsidend 
a  main  pillar  ofthe  argument  in  support  of  tM 
American  claim.  General  Jackson,  inniseaiBtf 
desire  to  bring  this  long-pending  coDtrovers/tDfl 
amicable  termination,  ana  with  an  accomoKHli^ 
and  liberal  spirit  which  was  emphatically  ackw^ 
edged  by  the  British  QovCTnnaent,  now  ff^fom, 
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broQgh  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  McLane,  sncces- 
Ively  Secretaries  of  State,  that  the  commissioners 
hoold  be  no  longer  restricied  by  the  due-narih  line 
n  determining  the  true  boundary ;  but,  <iiscar(/tn|r 
bat  line,  if  they  thought  proper,  they  should  be  atli- 
erty  to  seek  the  highlanoa  described  in  the  treaty,  to 
lie  t09si  of  the  meridian  of  the  source  of  the  St. 
Jroix,  and  in  any  part  of  the  disputed  territory  n<>r<A 
r  tomiM  of  the  river  St.  John.  What  seemed  mainly 

>  prod  ace  the  hesitation  of  the  British  Government 
n  aeceding  to  this  proposition,  was,  the  doubt  enter- 
ained  bv  it  whether  the  assent  of  the  State  of  Maine 
which  hadnot,  and  probably  could  not,  be  obtained) 
Potti<i  not  be  as  necessary  to  give  effect  to  an  ar- 
an^ement  on  this  basis,  as  on  that  of  an  avowed 
OQventional  line.  > 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  therefore,  in  looking 
Bck  to  the  public  and  solemn  acts  ofnhe  Gbvem- 
lent,  and  of  its  successive  administrations,  that 
le  ti  me  has  passed,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  we 
ouUi  be  justified  in  miking  the  precise  line  of 
onndary  claimed  by  us  the  subject  of  a  sine  qua 
^n  of  negotiation,  or  of  the  uUima  ratio  of  an 
Bsertion  l^  force.  Did  a  second  arbitration,  then. 
ffard  the  prospect  of  a  more  saiislactory  result! 
[*bis  expedient  seemed  to  be  equally  rejected  by 
11  parties— by  the  United  States,  by  Ureal  Britain, 
nd  by  the  State  of  Maine.  If  socn  an  alternative 
hotild  be  contemplated  by  any  one  as  preferable 

>  the  arrangement  which  has  been  macte,  it  is  fit 

>  bear  in  mind  the  risk  and  vncertaiiUy,  as  well 
s  the  inevitable  delayand  expense,  incident  to  that 
aode  of  decision.  We  have  already  seen,  in  the 
isiance  of  the  arbitration  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  how  much  weight  a  tribunal  of  that 
ore  is  inclined  to  give  to  the  argument  of  conve- 
nience, and  a  supposed  inUiUian  on  the  part  of  the 
teeotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  against  the  literal 
nd  positive  terms  employed  by  the  instrument  in 
5  description  of  limits.  Is  there  no  danger,  in  the 
vent  of  another  arbitration,  that  a  fanher  research 
ito  the  public  archives  of  JBurope  might  bring  to 
i^ht  some  embarrassing  (even  though  apocryphal) 
oeament,to  throw  a  new  shade  of  plausible  doubt 
n  the  clearness  of  our  title,  in  the  view  of  a  sov- 
Ig^  arbiter?  Such  a  document  has  already  been 
ommnnicated  to  the  committee;  and  I  feel  it  (said 
^r.  R.)  to  be  my  duly  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate, 
bat  they  may  fully  appreciate  its  bearings,  and  dc- 
snnine  for  themselves  the  weight  and  importance 
rhich  belong  to  it.  It  is  due  to  the  learned  and 
iistliig:aished  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jared  Sparks  of  Bos- 
an,)  by  whom  the  document  referred  to  was  dis- 
orerea  in  the  archives  of  Prance,  while  pursuing 
Lis  laborioDs  and  intelligent  researches  connected 
rilh  the  history  of  our  own  country,  that  the  ac- 
ount  of  it.shouldbegivenin  his  own  words,  as 
xmtained  in  a  communication  addressed  by  him  to 
he  Department  of  State.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to 
ead  from  that  comnitinication: 

**mnifle  pimiing  my  reaearches  among  the  voluminous  pa~ 
^wm  rftlaciM  to  the  American  Revolution  in  the  ArcMvea  dea 
\ffaiT€9  BlTOMMerea  In  Pariii,  I  found  in  one  of  the  bound 
olomes  an  ori^iinal  leuer  from  Dr.  Fcanklin  to  Count  de  Ver* 
enoea,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  transcript: 

*'Pa88T,  December  6,  1782. 
**8i]i:  I  have  the  honor  of  returning  herewith  the  map  your 
Ixeallaacy  atnt  me  yesterday.  I  have  merited  with  a  atrong  red 
me,  according  to  your  desire,  tho  limits  of  the  Uniied  Biatos, 
s  •eulftd  in  the  preliminaries  iMiween  the  British  and  American 
t  tenlpotentiaries. 

"With  great  respect,  1  am,  Ar., 

••B.  FRANKLIN." 

^'Thia  letter  was  written  six  days  after  the  pretiminarifswcre 
i^o«d;  aod  if  we  could  procure  the  identical  map  menii'<ned 
ly  Franklin,  it  would  seem  to  a/ford  conclusive  evidence  as  to 
fi«  meaning  affixed  by  the  commissioners  to  the  language  of 
taa  treaty  on  tlie  subject  of  the  boundaries.  Tou  may  well  sup. 
»O0e  that  I  lost  no  time  io  maltini;  inquiry  for  the  map,  not 
loat>U0S  that  it  would  confirm  all  my  pievioue  opinions  re. 
p«ctlag  the-  validity  of  our  claim.  In  the  geographical  de> 
xartment  of  the  Archives  are  sixty  thousand  maps  and  charts; 
»ai  SQ  well  arranffed  with  catalogues  and  indexes,  that  any  one 
»r  ihem  may  be  easltjr  found.  After  a  little  research  in  the 
Ltnericao  drrision,  with  the  ai«l  of  the  keeper,  I  come  upon  a 
nap  of  North  America,  by  D'Anville,  dated  1746,  in  size 
itftont  eighteen  inchee  square,  on  which  was  drawn  a  ttrovf 
•^tf  lin€  thfoaghout  the  entire  boundary  of  the  United  tStaus, 
tn««v«fing  precisely  to  Franlciin's  description.  The  line  is 
>o1d  and  otsiinct  in  every  part,  made  with  red  ink,  and  apparent- 
y  drawn  with  a  hair-pencil,  or  a  pen  with  a  biuni  pomt.  There 
0  no  other  eolorhig  on  any  part  of  the  map. 

*9a»afioe  my  surprise  on  disco  verfng  that  this  line  runs  whol- 
y  aoath  of  (he  St.  John's,  and  between  the  head  waters  of  that 
^ver  and  those  of  the  Penobscot  aod  Kennebec.  In  shorr,  it  is 
»3cactty  the  Ihfie  now  contended  for  by  Great  Britain,  except 
'ftmt  n  eoocedes  more  than  is  claimed.  The  north  line,  after  dc- 
r>sutlng  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  instead  of  proceeding 
!o9fara  tJWi,  »tops  far  short  of  that  point  and  turns  ofT  to  the 
gr«et,  so  as  to  leave  on  the  British  side  all  the  strenms  whi<*h 
Saw  into  the  St.  John's,  between  the  sourco  of  the  Rt.  Cioix 
%aA  Mars  HiH.  It  is  evident  that  the  line,  /r9m  the  Bl  Croix  lo 
itf  Camoian  highlands,  is  iattndtd  to  exclude  aU  the  tcalerM 
rvDolnJl  inu>  the  St.  Jobn't. 


■  ■■» 


*'There  is  no  poshive  proof  that  this  map  is  actually  tlie  one 
marked  bv  Franklin;  yet,  upon  any  other  supixtsition,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  explain  ibearcumstaitcesof  its  agreeing  so  per- 
•  fbcily  with  his  description,  and  of  its  being  preserved  in  the 
place  where  it  would  naturally  be  deposited  by  Count  deVer- 
gennes.  I  also  found  another  map  in  the  Archives,  on  whii-h 
the  same  boundary  was  traced  in  a  dotted  red  line  with  a  pen, 
apparently  copied  fr(>m  the  otiter. 

**I  enclose  herewith  a  mep  of  Maine,  on  which  I  have  drawn 
a  strong  black  line,  corresponding  with  the  red  one  above  men* 
tioned." 

lam  far  from  intimating  (said  Mr.  Rives)  that  -  ^r 
the  documents  discovered  hy  Mr.  Sparks,  curious  i/f 
and  well  worthy  of  consideration  as  thev  undoubt- 
edly are,  are  of  weight  sufficient  to  shake  the  title 
o!  ine  United  States,  founded  on  the  positive  lan- 
giiage  of  the  treaMr  of  peace.  But  they  could  not 
rail,  in  the  event  of  another  reference,  lo  give  in- 
creased confidence  and  emphasis  to  the  pretensions 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  6xert  a  corresponding  in- 
fluence upon  the  mind  of  the  arbiter.  It  is  worth 
while,  in  this  connexion,  to  turn  to  what  Lord 
Ashburton  has  said,  in  one  of  his  communications 
to  Mr.  Webster,  when  explaining  his  views  of  the 
position  of  the  highlands  described  in  the  treaty: 

'lify  inspection  of  the  maps,  and  my  examination  of  the  docu- 
ments," says  his  Lordship,  "lead  me  to  a  very  strong  conviction 
that  the  highlands  "^ntemplaied  by  tbe  negotiators  of  the  treaty 
were  the  only  htghlande  then  known  to  them— a/  the  htadofihe 
Penobscot,  Kennf.bec^  and  the  rirerw  wtat  of  the  St.  Croix; 
and  that  iliey  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north  line  from 
the  8i.  Croix  would  strike  them;  and  if  it  were  not  my  wish  to 
shorten  ihlsdiscussion,  I  believe  a  very  good  argument  might  be 
drawn  from  the  worths  of  the  treaty  In  proof  of  this.  In  the  ne 
fotlationi  with  Mr.  Livinpston,  and  afterwards  with  Mr. 
McLane,  this  view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as  you  are  aware, 
there  were  proposals  to  search  for  these  highlands  to  the  weat, 
where  alone,  I  believe,  they  will  be  found  to  answer  perfecUy  the 
description  of  the  treaty.  If  thit  question  should  unfortu- 
nately go  to  a  further  reference,  1  should  by  no  means 
despair  of  finding  some  confirmation  of  tfiie  vitw  of  ths 
case." 

It  is  for  the  Senate  to  consider  (added  Mr. 
Rives)  whether  there  wpuld  not  be  much  risk  of 
introducing  new  complications  and  embarrass- 
ments in  this  controversy,  by  leaving:  it  open  for 
another  litigated  reference;  and  if  the  British  Gov- 
ernment— strongly  prepossessed,  as  its  minister  tells 
us  it  is,  with  the  justice  of  its  claims — would  not 
find  what  it  would  naturally  consider  a  persuasive 
"confirmation  of  its  view  of  the  case"  in  clocuments, 
such  as  those,  encountered  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  his 
historical  researches  in  the  archives  of  France. 

A  map  has  been  vauntingly  paraded  here,  from 
Mr.  Jefierson's  collection,  in  the  zeal  of  opposition, 
(without  takinj^  time  to  see  what  it  was,)  to  con- 
front and  invalidate  the  map  found  by  Mr.  Sparks 
in  the  Foreign  Oflice  at  Pari-;  but,  the  moment  it  is 
examined,  it  is  found  to  sustain,  by  the  most  pre- 
cise and  remarkable  correspondence  in  every  fea- 
ture, the  map  communicated  by  Mr.  Sparks.  The 
Senator  who  produced  it,  could  see  nothing  but 
the  microscopic  dotted  line  running  off  in  a  north- 
easterly direction;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were 
applied  to  it,  there  was  found,  in  bold  relief,  a 
strong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits  of  the  United 
Stales  according  to  the  treaty  of  f)eace,  and  coin- 
ciding, minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  boundary^ 
traced  on  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks.  That  this  red 
line,  and  not  the  hardly  visible  dotted  line,  was  in-^ 
tended  to  represent  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ' 
according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  is  conclusively 
shown  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  red  line  is 
drawn  on  the  map  all  around  the  exterior  boundary 
of  the  United  Slates; — through  the  middle  of  the 
Northern  Lakes,  Ihence  through  the  Long:  Lake  and 
the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and 
from  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  river  Mississippi;  and  alonp  that 
river,  to  the  point  where  the  boundary  oft  he  United 
States,  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  leaves  it; 
and  thence,  by  its  easterly  course,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Mary's,  on  the  Atlantic. 

Here,  then,  is  a  most  remarkable  and  unforeseen 
confirmation  of  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks,  and  by  an- 
other map  of  a  most  imposing  character,  and  bearing 
every  mark  of  high  authenticity.  It  was  printed  and 
published  in  Paris  in  1784,  (the  year  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace,)  by  l^iirey  f^raveur  du  Roi^  (en- 
graver of  maps,  &c.  to  the  King.)  Ii  is  formally  enti- 
tled, on  its  face,  a  "map  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, according  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  17S3. — (Carte 
desEtaisUnisdel'AmeriquejSuivantletraitf  depaix 
de  1783.)  It  is  "dedicated  and  presented"  (dedi6e 
et  presentt^e)  "to  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Unitetl  States 
of  America,  near  the  court  of  France,"  pnd  while 
Dr.  Franklin  vet  remained  in  Paris;  for  he  did  not 
return  to  the  Uniied  Slates  till  ihe  spring  of  the 
year  1785.    Is  there  not,  then,  the  most  plausible 


ground  to  argue  that  this  map,  professing  to  be  one 
constructed  "according  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783,"  and  being  "dedicated  and  presenui'  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  the  leading  negotiator  who  concUided 
that  treaty,  and  who  yet  remained  in  Paris  while 
the  map  was  published,  was  made  out  with  his 
knowledge,  ana  by  his  directions;  and  that,  corres- 
ponding as  it  does  identically  with  the  map  foun4  by 
Mr.  Sparks  in  the  Archives  of  the  Foreign  A&irs  ia 
Paris,  they  both  partake  of  the  same  presumptions 
in  favor  oi  their  authenticity. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  design  to  dwell  farther  on 
these  mailers.  That  the  knowledge  possessed  of 
the  country  bordering  on  the  northern,  and  north- 
eastern, and  northwestern  frontiers  of  the  United 
Ststtes,  was  exceedingly  imperfect  at  the  time  the 
attempt  was  made  to  define  these  boundaries  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  is  admitted  by  our  whole 
diplomatic  history.  Exclusive  of  the  early  contro- 
versies respecting  the  true  river  St.  Croix,  and  the 
extension  of  our  boundary  from  the  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  river  MissLv 
sippi,  (both  of  which  arose  from  the  imperfect  or  er- 
roneous notions  of  the  geography  of  the  country  ex- 
isting at  the  conclusion  of  ihe  treaty  of  peace,)  the 
remarkable  fact,  that  as  many  as  four  boards  of  com- 
mis-iioners  were  constituted  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
more  than  thirty  years  after  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  to  settle  and  determine  an  equal  number  of 
disputed  boundary  lines  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
the  United  Sidles,  from  Passamaquoddy  Bay  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  is  in  itself  pregnant  evidence 
of  the  necessarily  imperfect  description  of  limits 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  From  the  want 
of  known  and  recognised  landmarks,  or  familiar 
natural  monuments,  in  a  country  then  unpeopled 
and  hnexplored,  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  were  compelled  to  act  very  much  in  the 
dark,  nnd  to  substitute,  for  a  plain  reference  to 
known  and  familiar  objects,  a  general  description 
of  limits,  which  has  given  rise  to  doubts  and  ar^- 
ments,  more  or  less  plausible,  as  lo  the  boundaries 
really  intended,  or  most  nearly  described  under  the 
lerms  employed  in  the  treaty.  So  long  as  the  dis- 
cussion shall  continue  to  be  conducted  on  its  origi- 
nal grotinds,  the  same  doubts  and  difiicuUies  which, 
for  now  sixty  years  since  the  achievement  of  our 
national  independence,  have  prevented  the  defini- 
tive adjustment  of  our  limits,  will  continue  to  em- 
barrass and  defeat  a  settlement  of  the  question. 
Some  new  mode  of  solving  the  controversy,  there- 
fore ,  has  become  inaperiously  necessary. 

A  question  of  disputed  boundary  between  adja- 
cent territories,  now  rapidly  filling  upwiih  a  hardy 
and  enterprising  population,  is  one  attended  with 
constant  danger  to  the  peace  of  the  two  nations. 
The  acts  of  ill-advised  individuals,  of  small  detach- 
ments of  troops,  of  subordinate  local  authorities, 
may,  at  any  moment,  bring  on  a  conflict,  in  which 
the  two  countries  would  be  committed  lo  the  stem 
issues  of  war,  against  their  own  deliberate  policy 
and  will.  How  near  this  catastrophe  was  being 
brought  about  three  years  ago,  on  tne  occasion  of 
what  was  called  the  Aroostook  war,  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  Senate.  For  terminating  this  thorny  and 
long-prolracted  controversy,  so  fraught  with  mis- 
chiefs and  dangers  to  both  countries,  the  failures  of  y 
the  past  prove  thai  the  only  expedient  now  left  is  '' 
the  conventional  establislmienl  ofanewand  well- 
defined  boundary  line.  All  aUempts  to  effect  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind  hitherto  have  been  ren- 
dered unavailing,  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
the  assent  of  the  Slates  of  Maine  and  Ma.ssachu- 
setts — one  of  them  claiming  the  rights  of  sovereign- 
ly and  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  soil;  the  other  an 
original  and  undivesied  interest  in  the  soil  of  the 
disputed  lerriiorv.  Under  the  principles  of  onr  fed- 
erative system,  tlie  national  authority  has  been  held 
incompetent,  by  means  of  a  convention  wiih  a  for- 
eign power  or  otherwise,  to  change  the  boundaries, 
and,  in  effect,  alienate  a  portion  of  the  territory  of 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Union,  without  its  formal 
and  stipulated  a^jsent.  This  fundamental  obstacle, 
which,  through  so  long  a  series  of  abortive  nego- 
tiations, has  continued  to  keep  open  an  ancient  and 
dangerous  controversy  with  a  foreign  power,  has 
at  length,  by  a  fortunate  combination  of  circum- 
stances, and  happy  reconciliation  of  jarring  inter- 
ests, been  overcome.  Both  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, through  their  several  commissioners  fur- 
nished with  full  powers  for  the  purpose,  have 
given  Iheir  final  aswnt  to  ihe  new  boundary  line, 
separating  their  territory  from  ihat  of  the  adja- 
cent British  provinces,  which  is  proposed  to  be  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  before  us. 


1 


ei 


APFBIUHX  TO  TBB  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


AvgQs^lSCfi 


^ 


dfra  Coifo«*«*^D  Sbss. 


The  British  Treaty — Mr.  Rives, 


•Senate. 


The  Ckmiminee  on  Foreign  Relations  (said  Mr. 
RivBs)  is  clear  in  the  opinion  that  an  arrangement 
so  sanctioned,  afler  the  numberless  perplexities  and 
impediments  which  have  heretofore  and  so4ong  ob- 
structed a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  question, 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  disturbed  by  the  action  of 
this  body.  On  looking  into  the  arrangement  itself, 
they  see  nothing  in  it  incompatible  witn  the  charac- 
ter of  a  fair,  just,  and  reasonable  compromise,  un- 
der  all  the  circumstances  of  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment which  surrounded  the  subject.  The  new 
boundary  agreed  on  pursues  the  line  recommended 
by  the  King  of  Netherlands,  till  it  reaches  a  point 
on  the  St.  Francis  not  very  distont  from  its  source; 
and  thence,  turning  off  at  right  angles,  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  it  terminates  at  a  point  in  the 
highlands  where  the  respective  boundaries  hereto- 
fore claimed  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  meet — throwing  on  the  British  side  of  the 
new  line  a  narrow  strip  of  barren  land,  along  the 
eastern  base  of  the  highlands  formerly  claimed  by 


miles  in  length.  In  consideration  nf  this  narrow 
strip  of  land  conceded  to  Great  Britain,  beyond 
what  was  allotted  to  her  by  the  award  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  she  grants  in  peipeluity  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Maine  the  free  navigation  of  the  St. 
John,  from  the  point  where  it  enters  her  territory, 
to  the  seaport  at  its  mouth— guarantying,  in  favor 
of  the  agricultural  produce  and  lumber  of  Maine, 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  as  if  they  were 
the  productions  of  her  own  provinces.  She  also 
relinquishes  and  gives  up  forever  the  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  valuable  land  at  the  sources  of 
the  Connecticut,  lying  within  the  actual  limits  of 
New  Hampshire;  as  well  as  the  strip  of  land  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  Vermont  and  New  York — 
both  of  which  were  determined,  by  the  award  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  to  belong  to  Great 
Britain.  And  the  all-important  military  position  at 
Rouse's  Point,  commanding  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Champlain — which,  by  a  special  exception  in  the 
award  of  the  King  of  tbe  Netherlands,  was  reserved 
to  the  United  States — is  also,  by  this  arrangement, 
forever  secured  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  certain  disputed  boundary  lines  farther  to 
the  west,  on  which  the  British  and  American  com- 
missioners under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  differed,  it  is  agreed  that  the  limits  shall 
be  so  established  as  to  throw  a  very  large  and  valu- 
ble  island  in  the  water  communication  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  called  St.  George's  or 
Sugar  i<!land,  (which  was  claimed  by  the  British 
commissioner^  on  the  side  of  the  United  States; 
and  also  to  yield  to  the  United  States  an  extensive 
district  of  about  four  millions  of  acres,  lying  on  the 
western  side  of  Lake  Superior — of  but  little  intrinsic 
value,  probably,  but  which  was,  nevertheless, 
warmly  contended  for  by  the  British  commiSFioner 
under  the  aforesaid  artfcle  of  the  trea'y  of  Ghent. 
Many  of  these  concessions  on  (he  part  of  Great 
Britain,  enuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States 
in  their  national  capacity,  and  being  principally 
induced  by  the  assent  of  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  to  the  establishment  of  the  new 
boundary  line  on  the  Northeastern  frontier,  the 
United  States  finally  stipulate  to  pay  to  those  two 
States,  in  equal  moieties,  the  sura  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  their  assent  to  the 
said  tine;  and  to  refund  the  expenses  incurred  by 
them,  respectively,  in  protecting  and  surveying  the 
disputed  territory. 

In  analyzing  the  details  of  this  arrangement,  it 
appears  that  seven-twelAhs  in  quanlUy  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  have  fallen  to  tbe  share  of  Maine — 
m  valine,  a  far  larger  proportion.  The  lands  al- 
lotted to  Great  Britain  are,  for  tbe  most  part,  bar- 
ren and  unproductive;  deriving  their  chief  (if  not 
sole^  importance  from  the  more  direct  and  conve- 
nient communication  they  afford  between  her 
provinces,  and  the  greater  breadth  of  border  they 
give  her  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  These,  in'deed, 
are  the  essential  objects  she  professed  to  have  in 
view.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lands  reserved  to  the 
State  of  Maine  are,  many  of  them,  of  great  fertility, 
and  all  of  them  abound  in  fine  limber.  But  their 
actual  commercial  value  roust  depend,  afier  all, 
on  the  facilities  of  a  cheap  transportation  to  convey 
their  agricultural  produce,  and  e.specially  their 
heavy  lumber,  to  market.  Hen<*e  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John  to  the  ocean  is  of  vital  import- 
ance to  th*?  upper  partsof  the  Slate  of  Maine;  and 
the  stipulation  to  receive  and  treat  their  productions 
on  a  footing  of  equal  favor  with  the  produce  of  the 
colonies,  enhances  still  fkrtiier  the  ralue  of  this 


the  United  States,  of  abcMit  one  hundred  and  ten     i^,    Looking  at  the  arrangement  as  a  na^umoZ  ques- 


grant.  The  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John  formed 
no  part  of  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands; and  in  every  practical  view,  therefore,  the 
arrangement  now  proposed  possesses  marked  ad- 
vantages for  the  State  of  Maine  over  that  of  the 
award,  which  it  is  now  attempted  to  exalt*  so 
much  in  the  comparison.  On  this  point,  we  have 
the  highest  possible  evidence — the  cfecision  of  the 
pany  most  deeply  interested— of  Maine  herself.  It 
IS  apparent,  from  the  correspondence  before  us,  that 
Lord  Ashbnrton  was,  at  ail  times,  ready  to  enter 
into  an  arrangement  on  the  naked  basis  of  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  that  the  com- 
missioners of  Maine  were  as  steady  and  unwaver- 
ing in  their  repugnance  to  it;  and  I  am  authorized 
explicitly  to  state  the  fact,  that  the  three-fold  option 
was  distinctly  presented  to  the  commissioners — of 
the  awards  the  ar^ro^um,  and  the  arrangement  now 
before  us.  They  deliberately  elected  the  last;  and 
most  wisely  and  sagaciously,  in  my  opinion,  did 
they  decide. 


tion,  and  as  the  interests  of  the  Union  at  large  are 
concerned,  its  advantages,  in  a  sober  and  candid 
view  of  things,  appear  to  the  committee  equally  ob- 
vious. Will  any  gentleman  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
important  territorial  concessions,  and  the  auieting  of 
contested  boundaries  all  along  the  Northern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  Stales,  from  the  head  of  Connecti- 
cut river  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, including  the  surrender  of  the  unqwsiionabte 
British  title  to  the  owneiship  of  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant military  position  upon  our  whole  frontier, 
(Rouse's  Point,)  are  not  cheaply  purchased  by  the 
paltry  sum  to  be  paid  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
for  their  assent  to  the  new  boundary?  Have  honor- 
able gentlemen,  who  find  so  much  fault  with  this  ar- 
rangement, forgotten  that  General  Jackson  was  wil- 
ling, and  actually  entered  into  an  agreement,  to  pay 
to  Maihe  and  Massachusetts — not  the  pittance  of 
three'hundred  thousand  dollars — but  an  indemnity 
equivalent  to  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  if 
they  would  acquiesce  in  the  award  of  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  arrangement  in  question,  by 
giving  to  Great  Britain  the  narrow  strip  of  wild 
and  desolate  land  on  the  eastern  side  of^the  high- 
lands from  the  head  waters  of  the  St.  Francis  ri- 
ver to  the  Metjarmette  portage,  surrenders  a  line  of 
milil/iry  positions^  which,  at  the  same  time,  com- 
mand Quebec  and  cover  the  SUUe  of  Maine  /  But  for 
this  unlucky  treaty,  Mr.  President,  these  important 
discoveries  in  military  topography,  I  venture  to  say, 
would  never  have  been  made.  We  have  had  able 
and  scientific  reports,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  de- 
ences  of  our  inland  '  frontier,  from  boards  of  offi- 
cers, consisting  of  tbe  first  professional  men  in 
America,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  conn- 
try  in  question,  and  all  its  military  attributes  and 
relations.  And  yet,  in  not  one  or  these  reports 
have  we  had  the  remotest  hint  of  these  command- 
ing military  positions— facing,  as  they  do,  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  points  below  Gluebec,  where  nothipg 
would  be  gained  if  you  were  to  reach  it,  and  on  the 
other  side  looking  down  on  a  sterile  region  and 
boundless  forests,  where  armies  could  neither  be 
moved  nor  subsisted,  and  would,  therefore,  never 
attempt  to  penetrate !  I  have  two  of  these  reports 
now  before  me— one  made  in  1838,  and  the  other  in 
1840— and  they  both  concur  in  the  emphatic  decla- 
ration, that  north  of  the  old  route  leading  to  Clue- 
bee  along  the  Kennebec  and  the  ChaudiSre— a  line 
which  the  southern  termination  of  the  new  boun- 
dary conceded  to  Great  Britain  does  not  approach 
nearer  than  within  some  thirty  or  forty  miles — there 
is  no  military  position  along  the  highlands  of  any 
importance  eitner  for  defence  or  invasion.  One 
of  these  reports  disposes  of  the  whole  question,  by 
bridly  declaring  that  "  no  general,  who  understood 
his  profession,  would  invaae  Maine  by  a  route  des- 
titute of  forage,  provisions,  and  the  means  of  trans- 
portation ;"  and  the  other  pithily  remarks,  that 
"  isolated  forts  along  the  frontier,  if  you  had  them, 
would  command  nothing  beyond  the  range  of  their 
own  guns."*  And  yet  the  Quixotic  imagination  of 
gentlemen,  by  these  highland  tpir^dmills,  wou]d  com- 
tnand  Quebec  at  the  distance  of  some  fitly  miles !    X 

No,  sir:  Great  Britain  obtains  nothing  by  the 
new  boundary  agreed  upon,  but  a  more  direct  and 
convenient  communication  between  her  upper  and 

•iV^  ilie  reporl  on  the  dcfeoce  of  ihe  frontier  of  Maine, 
roinmuiurated  n»  t'onerew  by  tbe  ^?fcretary  of  W«r,  on  iho 
2\»i  December,  1638;  and,  alto,  the  report  ofat>oarU  of  officer?, 
on  a  aysUm  of  national  defence*,  communicated  tbe  15th  May,' 
1840. 


loHrer  provinces,  and  a  strip  of  alternate  rock 
morass,  which  simply  serves  to  eke  out,  by  ai 
space,  her  border  along^the  St.  Lawrence.  And 
these  such  boon^  that  national  honor  or  safety  f( 
bids  they  should  be  granted,  for  fair  equiralenis, 
a  neighboring  power,  in  ihe  compromise  and 
jasiment  of  a  disputed  boundary,  which  has 
the  subject  of  controversy  for  half  a  centnryl 
have  always  admitted  inax  the  boundaiy  clai. 
by  us  was  a  most  inconvenient  one  for  Great  B 
ain,  by  interrupting  the  communicaiioo  beivc 
her  provinces;  and  we  have  never  been  so  cborii 
a  neighbor  as  to  insist  on  holding  this  advantage^ 
against  every  proposition  of  compromise  and  mt^ 
jual  accommodation.  I  cannot  divest  myidf^ 
nie  consciousness  that  we  are  ib«  strooger  povor 
on  this  continent,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  do  vtet 
the  spirit  of  good  neighborhood  and  maalj 
course  requires,  when  appealed  toby  correspi 
dispositions;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  w! 
Great  Britain  is  freely  surrendering  to  us  an  m 
uable  military  position — her  title  to  ^hicb.ifsk 
chose  to  insist  on  it,  is  above  all  qnestioik— (I  meai 
Rouse's  Point') — a  position  whicn  is  pronomict^ 
by  the  first  military  officers  in  o^r  service,  (in  tam^ 


raunicaiionsnow  before  me,)  to  be  tbe  great  iitrste{t 
point  on  our  Northern  frontier— the  kef^  in  nr 
nands,  to  ihe  Canadas;  in  tMeirs,  to  the  heart  U 
our  own  country;  and,  therefore,  "above  all  price,* 
either  for  attack  or  defence; — it  would  be  ungo- 
cious,  indeed,  and  unworthy  alike  of  our  hoost^ 
and  our  strength,  if  we  were  doggedly  to  refvft 
the  slightest  relaxation  from  the  rigor  aC  cm, 
claims,  even  for  an  obvious  mutual  convenieace. 

But  the  Roman  god  Terminus,  Mr.  Presidei^ 
is  invoked  to  animate  us  to  stand  uncompromisiof 
ly  by  our  limits  as  they  are,  however  iDConveota: 
to  others  or  to  ourselves.  The  honorable  gentte- 
men  who  make  this  invocation  will  pardoa  lUi 
for  saying  that  they  have  not  been  very  consistcst 
worshippers  of  the  Roman  deity.  Where  was  tkir 
holy  reverence  for  the  rites  of  this  revived  wor^ 
three  years  ago,  when  my  honorable  friend,  oMof 
the  Senators  from  Maine  [Mr.  Wu^uamb]  i» 
trodnced  a  bill  simply  to  provide  for  a  peaceabk 
and  iniK>cent  survey  of  our  boundaries  by  skilfat 
and  scientific  men,  according  lo  the  descriptki 
of  limits  in  the  treaty  of  peace?  They  then  ir- 
rayed  themselves  in  stem  opposition  even  to  this 
peaceable  attempt  to  ascertam  our  limits,  Ifst  I 
might  give  umbrage  to  our  neighbor.  I  bc^  lea?? 
to  remind  my  learned  and  classical  friends  who bot 
hold  up  to  us  the  example  of  the  Romans  in  tbe 
worship  of  the  god  Terminus,  that  the  same  bar^ 
and  restless  people  worshipped  anoiher  mpt 
deity— Janos,  tne  god  of  war— whose  temple,  al- 
ways open  in  time  of  war,  was  shot,  we  are  toM, 
bot  three  times-  during  a  period^  of  mare  tlta 
seven  hundred  years.  Do  the  patriotic  genUeKB. 
who  call  Upon  us  now  to  imitate  tbe  example  of  tie 
Romans  in  worshipping  the  litigious  and  nspfadi- 
cable  divinity  ihat  presided  over  limMs,  aets  to  i»> 
vite  us  also  to  follow  them  in  theirwarlikeaadfalCQ^ 
career?  and  do  they  propose  to  celebrate  tbs  Amt 
rican  Terminalia^  not  by  libations  of  milk  mk 
wine,  but  by  the  effusion  of  bloodi 
\  To  the  worship  of  these  pagan  deities,  Mr.  Pies- 
ident.  has  succeeded  a  purer  and  better  rdigioe. 
which  teaches  "peace  on  earth,  and  good  wul  to 
men;"  and  while,'forone,  I  would  never  shrink  from 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  m^ 
country,  at  every  hazard,  when  the  occasion  «- 
mandcd,  I  should,  from  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  d^ 
precate  an  appeal  to  the  arbitrament  of  am^  i»ct 
a  mere  question  of  disputed  boundary.  We  urt 
in  an  age  when  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  d^ 
mands  that  every  honorable  expedient  for  the  ^ 
justment  of  national  disputes  should  be  honest^ 
tried,  before  the  ultimate  appeal  is  ventured  opOK 
and  1  feel  a  ^Strong  confidence  that  the  body  of  oc 
lell^w-citizens — the  friends  of  civilization  and  hi- 
manily  everywhere — the  rest  of  the  nations  of  tie 
earth  allofwhomhaveso  deep  a  stake  in  thepresff' 
vation  of  general  peace — will  rejoice  that,  in  ihii 
instance,  they  have  not  been  tried  in  vain. 

We  come  now  (said  Mr.  Rives)  to  that  portion  flf 
the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  suppression  of  tfe 
African  slave-trade.  -  There  is  no  nation  under  tk 
sun  which  has  shown,  through  her  whole  hisioiy. 
more  anxiety  for  the  extinction  of  this  odk>iis  aai 
revolting  traffic  than  the  United  States;  and 
have,  therefore,  a  deeper  interest,  historical 
political,  in  the  con>ummation  of  the  gttai 
in  which  they  led  the  way.  Not  to  sp^}t  of  4r 
various  and  repeated  acts  of  the  T  itrgldtfnrfrT  it 
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ihc  seven]  States,  ^vhile  they  were  yet  colonies  of 
3reat  Britain,  to  arrest  and  put  an  end  to  this  cruel 
traffic — acis^  rendered  inoperalire  by  what  my  own 
State  (Virginia)  denounced  at  the  time  to  be  "an 
inhaman  use  oi  the  royal  negative,"  and  which 
(he  specially  set  forth  among  the  wrongs  and 
grievances  which  impelled  her  to  the  establishment 
>f  an  independent  Go7emment;^>not  to  speak  of 
lets  of  this  sort,  with  which  our  ante-revoluiion- 
irj  history  abounds, — it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
he  GK>vemment  of  the  Union,  Irom  the  mo- 
nent  of  iis  establishment  under  the  ezistifig  Con- 
;titation,  has  steadily  devoted  itself  to  the  ac- 
:oaipliahinent  of  the  same  great  object.  While 
he  Christian  States  of  Europe  still  tolerated, 
ind  3ome  of  them  even  encouraged,  this  revolting 
:onin&erce,  the  United  States,  first  among  the  na- 
ions  of  the  earth,  pronounced  its  formal  condem- 
lation  by  law;  and,  following  up  this  condemnation, 
Ls  occasion  required,  with  new  penal  sanctions, 
combined  with  active  measures  of  surveillance 
ind  repression,  they  finally  gave  to  the  world  the- 
idking  example  of  a  crowning  act  of  legislative 
aiergy ,  by  Which  they  affixed  the  brand  of  piracy 

0  the  slave-trade,  declaring  that  any  citizen  of  the 
Jaited  States  found  engaged  in  it,  whether  on 
oard  an  American  or  a  foreign  vessel,  or  any 
breig^ner  on  board  an  American  vessel,  so  em- 
ployed, "should  be  adjudged  a  pirate^  and  sufier 
teoM  as  such." 

Wliile  the  United  States  thus  set  the  example  of 

brir  own  early  and  energetic  legislation  for  the 

epression  of   this  crime   against    humanity,   it 

vas  felt  that  a  general  co-operation  of  the  powers 

>f  Christendom,  and  especially  of  all  the  maritime 

towers,  would  be  necessary  to  ensure  its  final  and 

omplete  extirpation.    In  pursuance  of  this  policy, 

he  u  nited  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  conclndin? 

he  treaty  of  peace  at  Ghent,  entered  into  the  fol- 

L>wing  stipulation  with  each  other: 

''\Vhereafl  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  prin* 
Iplev  of  humanity  and  justice;  and  whereaa,  bmh  hia  Majesty 
tftd  tli*  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  effortt 
>  pto^noee  Its  entire  abolition;  it  is  hereby  aareed  that  both  the 
Tf^tr acting  parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accooi' 
Umk  mo  demirahle  an  otiject." 

A  practical  interpretation  of  the  spirit  of  this  en- 

ae^eoaeDt,  and  a  striking  proof  of  the  cordial  sym- 

attiy  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the 

eneral  object  of  it,  was  afterwards  afforded  in  a 

ssolutioD,  passed  b^  the  Houseof  Representatives, 

ti   the  10th  dayof  February,  1823,  by  the  nearly 

nanimous  vote  of  131  yeas  to  9  nays.    It  was  ex- 

ressed  in  the  following  words: 

"^Re^olvtdy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re> 
[ie«ced  CD  enter  upon  and  prosecute  from  time  to  time  such 
B^otlttilotta  with  the  marHime  powers  of  Europe  and  America 

1  lie  maj  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectaat  abolition  of  the 
(ricswT  Mave'tnde,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy 
Mler  Uie  law  of  oatioos,  by  consent  of  the  civilized  world." 

Both  of  these  solemn  acts — the  resohtiion  of 
le  House  of  Representatives  in  1823,  as  well  as  the 
ipalation  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent— clearly  recog- 
tsed  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  some  system 
f  CO cnbined  action  among  the  maritime  powers  of 
ic  vi/orid,  to  put  an  end  effectually  to  the  slave- 
*ade.  Great  Britain  early  embraced,  and  has  till 
oiv  perseveringly  adhered  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
lutixal  concession  of  a  right  of  search,  to  be  exer- 
ised  by  the  armed  cruisers  of  each  party  over  the 
lerchant  vessels  of  the  others,  is  the  only  eiTectual 
leans  of  putting  an  end  to  this  infamous  traffic. 
r*be  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  unable  to 
>rget  the  serioas  wron^  they  had  so  recently  ex- 
erienced  from  the  abusive  exercise  of  the  right  of 
•arch;  jealous,  above  all  things,  of  the  immunity 
f  t  Heir  nag,  and  of  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas— 
le  commonand  equal  inheritance  of  all  nations — 
ave  been  unwilling  to  compromise  these  great 
iieresls,  by  enteri^  into  an  arrangement  in- 
olvingso  vital  an  innovation  upon  thcestablish- 
i  maritime  code;  especially  as  they  believed  other 
Leans  were  to  be  found  no  less  effectual  for  the 
rcomplishment  of  the  common  object  of  the  sup- 
res^  ion  of  the  slave-trade.  Great  Britain,  in  the 
testn  time,  succeeded  in  making  treaties  with 
pAin,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  mu- 
lal  right  of  search.  And  other  European  States 
avingy  from  time  to  lime,  come  into  the  same  ar- 
i^fi^^ment,  the  United  States  are  now  the  only 
:>ii5;iderable  maritime  power  that  has  continued 
»  refuse  its  accession  to  a  system  which  they  could 
^yt  but  regard  as  compromising,  in  a  high  dej^ree, 
le  general  freedom  of  the  seas.  It  has  thus, 
>cit>tles.^,  happened  that  the  American  flag  has 
»«»,  in  many  instances,  fraudulently  used  to  cover 
Bssels  really  belonging  to  States  wiip  are  parties  J| 


to  the  qiulual  grant  of  the  right  of  search^  from 
the  exercise  of  that  right;  and,  to  prevent  this  eva- 
sion, the  Gh)vernment  of  Great  Britain  recently  put 
forth  a  pretension  of  alarming  extent,  and  which 
we  have  resisted,  and  must  ever  resist,  as  wliolly 
unsustainable  upon  any  just  principle  ol  public  law: 
to  wit,  that  her  cruisers  have  the  right  to  board  and 
detain  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag, 
when  they  shall  judge  it  proper  to  do  so,  to  ascer- 
tain, by  an  examination  of  their  papers,  whether 
ihev  are  truly  and  bona  fide  American  or  not. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  existing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
when  the  President  laid  before  us  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  this 
new  pretension  between  our  Minister  at  London  and 
Lord  Pal merston  and  L*>rd  Aberdeen,  successively 
her  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. The  message  of  the  President,  referring  to  the 
same  pretension,  held  the  following  emphatic  and 
unequivocal  language: 

"However  Hesircua  the  United  States  may  be  for  the  snp. 
presaion  of  the  slave-trade,  lltey  cannot  consent  (o  interpolation! 
into  the  maritime  code,  at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  or  other 
Govemmenta.  We  deny  the  right  ofany  such  interpolation  to 
anyone  or  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  without  oar  conient. 
We  claim  to  have  a  voice  in  all  amendments  or  alterations  or 
that  code;  and  when  we  are  given  to  understand,  as  in  this  in- 
stance,  by  a  foreign  Government,  that  its  treaties  with  other  na 
fions  cannot  be  executed  without  the  establishment  and  enArrce- 
ment  of  new  principles  of  maritime  police,  to  be  applied  with* 
out  our  consent,  we  muit  employ  a  language  neither  of  equivo- 
cal import,  Dorsusceptilile  of  misconDtruciion.  American  citi- 
Z'^ns,  prosecuting  a  lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  under 
the  flag  of  their  country,  are  not  responsible  for  the  abuse  or 
unlawful  use  of  that  flag  by  other?;  nor  can  they  rightfully, 
on  account  of  anv  such  alleged  abuses,  be  interrupted,  molested, 
or  detained,  while  on  the  ocean." 

Here,  then,  is  the  answer  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  highest  and  most  authoritative 
form  known  to  its  official  intercoui*se,  to  the  pre- 
tension advanced  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  discussion  with  our  late  Minister  at  London. 
It  is  an  unequivocal  negation  of  that  pretension,  in 
principle  and  in  practice;  and  leaves  nothing  to  be 
done  which  could  announce  in  more  emphatic 
terms  our  determined  resistance  to  it. 

The  vital  question  of  the  independence  of  our 
flagbeing  thus  disposed  of,  by  the  prompt,  uneqiaivo- 
cal,  and  final  answer  of  the  American  (iovernment 
to  this  new  pretension,  other  considerations  of  an 
important  character  present  themselves  to  view.  It 
is  shown,  by  the  correspondence  just  referred  to, 
and  other  incontestable  proofs  that  the  American 
flag  has  been  extensively  abused  to  cover  this  in- 
iquitous traffic — sometimes  by  American  citizens, 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  our  penal  enact- 
ments; but  more  frequently  by  the  subjects  of  other 
powers — by  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  Brazilian 
slave-dealers,  who  assume  the  American  colors  to 
protect  them  from  the  right  of  search,  to  which 
they  would  be  subject  under  their  own  national 
flags.  The  fact  of  this  abuse  is  admitted  by  our 
GJovemment.  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Aberdeen,  says:  "That  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales 
has  been  grossly  abused,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  and  deplore."  The  same  declaration  is 
repeated  by  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  the.  present  session; 
and  in  the  correspondence  between  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  which  accompanied  that 
message,  the  mortifying  lact  is  disclosed  that,  of  the 
four  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  which 
had  been  visited-  and  detained  by  British  cruisers 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  (and  which  it  became  the 
duty  of  our  minister  to  make  the  subject  of  repre- 
sentation and  complaint  to  the  Briiish  Gkivernment, 
on  account  6f  the  violation  of  the  flag,)  every  one 
of  them  turned  out,  upon  inquiry  and  investigation, 
to  be  Havers^  furnished  with  American  captains 
and  American  papeYs;  but,  in  reality,  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  Spanish  property. 

Seeing,  then,  thai  our  flag  has  been  shamelessly 
abused  to  cover  an  infamous  traffic,  which  our  laws 
were  the  first  to  denounce  and  .pursue  with  ade- 
quate penalties — that  it  has  been  made  a  shelter  to 
screen  from  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes  the 
most  profligate  of  the  human  race, — does  not  ihe 
naiional  honor  demand  that  we  should  give  to  the 
world  an  assurance  of  our  determination  to  cleanse 
and  pr«erve  it  from  this  horrible  pollutioni  We 
have,  uptm  considerations  of  ihe  highest  state  poli- 
cy, and  from  a  jealous  solicitude  to  maintain  the 
freedom  of  ihe  seas,  refused  to  concede  ihal  muiual 
right  of  search  which  oUicr  nations  have  consented 
to  yield,  as  an  instrument  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  We  have,  with  still  stronger  determi^ 
nation,  and  upon  impregnable  groimds  of  public 


law,  declared  our  resistance  to  the  new  pretension 
of  subjecting  our  flag  to  visitation  and  detention, 
for  the  alleged  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution 
the  agreements  of  other  powers,  to  which  we  have 
refused  to  become  a  party.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, is  it  not  due  to  the  character  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  pledged  by  all  their  past  history  to  the 
great  cau?e  of  the  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  that,  while  rejecting  ihe  plans  proposed 
by  other  GtDveroments  for  ^is  object,  we  snould 
come  forward  with  one  of  our  own,  which  will  af- 
lord  a  complete  guaranty  against  the  prostitution  to 
which  we  have  seen  our  flag  so  vilely  exjxised,  and 
which  will,  at  the  same  time,  bring  the  most  effi- 
cient means  to  the  general  extirpation  of  this  odious 
traffic,  without  intrenching  on  the  liberty  of  the 
seas  and  the  established  principles  *of  maritime 
lawl 

Considerations  and  sentiments  such  as  these, 
doubtless  suggested  the  arrangement  contained  in 
the  treaty.  By  that'  arrangement,  it  is  stipulated 
that  the  two  powers  shall  each  maintain  a  squadron 
of  not  less  than  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
to  enforce,  separately  and  respectively ^  the  laws  and 
obligations  of  each  country  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave-trade:  the  two  squadrons  to  be  perfectly 
independeiU  of  each  other;  but,  at  the  same  time,  \o 
act  in  concert a;}id  co-opcraiion  for  the  attainment  of 
the  common  object,  under  such  orders  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  given  by  their  respective  Govern- 
ments. And  it  is  farther  stipulated,  that  the  two 
parties  will  unite  in  all  becoming  representations 
and  remonstrances  to  any  power  withm  whose  do- 
minions markets  for  the  purchase  of  African  slaves 
may  be  still  allowed  to  exist,  to  close  such  markets 
at  once  and  forever.  In  virtue  of  this  arrangement, 
(whioh  is  limited  to  five  years,  if  either  party  shall 
wish  then  to  terminate  it,)  each  power  will,  sepa- 
rately and  independently,  exercise  the  necessary 
supervision  and  police  over  all  ves.sel3  sailing  un- 
der its  own  flag;  neither  being  permitted  to  visit  or 
search  the  vessels  of  the  other;  but  the  presence  of 
the  two  squadrons,  always  on  the  alert,  and  acting 
in  friendly  concert,  will  afford,  by  their  vigilant 
oversight,  complete  security  against  the  use  of  the 
flag  of  either  power  to  cover  the  prohibited  traffic, 
and  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  protection  to  the 
merchant  vessels  of  each,  when  necessary,  from  all 
unlawful  interruption  or  molestation.* 

This  arrangement  is  adapted  to  meet  every  exi- 
gency of  the  case,  and  reconciles  the  most  vigor- 
ous measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade 
with  a  sacred  regard  for  the  independence  and  im- 
munity of  the  national  flag.  It  vindicates  from  all 
suspicion  the  sincerity  ol  the  United  States;  which 
their  persevering  and  solitary  opposition,  for  a  long 
time,  to  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
for  the  more  effective  pursuit  and  detection  of  the 
traffic,  exposed  to  injurious  doubts  and  misconstruc- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  it  has  the  merit  of  a  strict 
fidelity  to  American  principles.  It  is,  indeed,  the 
identical  plan  which,  when  Lord  Castlereagh  was 
so  earnestly  insisting  on  a  mutual  right  of  search  as 
the  only  effectual  means  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  President  Monroe  caused  to  be  present- 
ed, as  the  American  contre-projel — which,  however, 
did  not  prevent  his  Lordship  from  recurring  to, 
and  urgently  pressine,  again  and  again,  Jiis  favorite 
ligU  oj  search.  The  proposition  referred  to  was 
developed  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

'  In  the  speech  of  Mr.  Benton  on  the  British  treaty,  recently 
publinhed,  he  claimp  great  credit  lo  Mr.  Von  Buren'a  admini»> 
(ration  for  hfivlne  rejected,  as  contrary  to  the  principles  and 
policy  of  this  Government,  an  agreement  of  cooperaiioo  for 
the  Buppreiwion  of  the  alave-iradr,  which,  he  flays,  ^aa  similar 
to  that  containe.i  in  ih<  treaty.  Mr.  Benton's  allusion,  it  seeme, 
i«»to  a  lettf  r  of  Mr.  Pauldin|r,  Pecreuiry  oi  ih«  Navy,  to  iMW. 
Paine,  commanding  the  1  nited  States  sch<toner  Grampus;  in 
which  the  SerreUiry  di!«approved  an  arrongenvnt  entered  into 
by  that  officer  with  the  comman''er  of  a  British  cruiser  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  hy  which  "Lieut.  Paine  delegated  to 
I  lie  BriU/»h  commander  the  right  to  seize  and  detain^  under 
certain  circumstances.  rrsj»'t»  saiUng  under  Am^iean  eel' 
OTff."  Now,  it  was  thin  "delegation  of  power  to  seize  and  di- 
tain  ressets  under  American  colors,**  which  Mr.  Paulding  de- 
clared  waa  **unauthorized  ^»y  instructions,  and  contrary  (o  the 
'  established  and  well.known  ftrinciplcsand  f>olicy  ofthe  Ameri- 
can Government,"  But  Mr.  Benton  surely  will  not  say  that  Ihe 
arran«»rment  made  in  the  treaty  delegates  to  British  cruisers 
the  rieht  to  seize  and  detain  vessels  sailing  under  Ameri' 
can  colors  It  is  precisely  the  contrary;  for  the  treaty  ex- 
pressly declares  that  the  two  squadrons  are  to  aiiforca,  sepa* 
rately  and  respect ively,  the  laws  of  each  country  for  the  aup- 
prcaHion  of  the  slave- trade,  and  that  they  are  to  he  independent 
of  each  oth»»r.  The  same  leifor  of  Mr.  Pa  nidi  ne,  however,  en- 
joins *^  friendly  co  operation  ici'h  the  British  cruisers  in 
(he  suppression  of  the  i.lavc(rade-,"  end  exprewly  auihorfses 
I^eut.  P.iioe  '7o  cruisf  in  company  and  co  operation  irith 
any  British  vessel  of  tear  employed  on  the  glare  coasV — 

I  which  is  precisely  what  is  done  (neither  lean  nor  more)  by  (ha 
*  trwty  amingemaot  ao  much  deiioonc«d  t^  Mr.  Beaton ! 


AFPmniK  TO  VBB  CONORESSIONAL  CO^BB. 


AngMt,lW 


ZT'tb  Coho— ~.3d  Bbm. 


The  Britith  Trtaty—Mr.  Hivet. 


the  Bod.  Strecfard  CauDing,  daied  the  30ib  of 


Ad  apprehcDiioQ  has  been  eipresiied,  Mr.  Ptesi- 
deni,  Ihat  ibis  arrangemeal  will  carry  wiib  it  dis- 
appoininient  to  out  aocieiit  ally  and  friend,  Prance 
— wbo,  bf  withholding  ber  raiificalioD  from  the 
quintuple  treaty,  has  placed  herself  upon  comniDn 
^onnd  wilb  us,  Id  regard  to  tbe  great  quFstion  of 
Ihe  freedom  of  tbe  sea;  and  tbat  it  may  lend  to 
weaken  ibe  position  so  Rallautly  aH<umed,  on  tbe 
same  occasion,  by  our  able  and  pairioiic  minister  at 
Paris.  Neither  consequence,  I  am  persiiaded,  can 
possibly  arise.  France  will  see  withsatisfaclion,  on 
tbe  one  hand,  that  Great  Biilaia  has  acceded  to  a 
scheme  of  maiiiime  co-operation  for  ihe  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade,  invuiTinB  no  righiof  search; 
■nd,  on  the  other,  ibat  the  United  Stales  while 
maiauiniDg  Iniaci  ibe  independence  of  Ibeir  llag, 
have  agreed  to  devote  an  efficient  ponionol  their 
naval  power  to  the  common  cause  of  cxlirpaiinga 
irafflc  which  has  become  the  horror  of  ihe  civil- 
ized world.  She  will  see,  in  Ihe  principles  on 
which  this  arrangement  is  founded,  tbe  very  doc- 
trines heretofore  asserted  by  her  most  distinguished 
staie!)men — by  Tatleyraod,  ia  I6U;  by  the  Due  de 
Richelieu,  in  1819;  and  by  Chaieanbriatid,  in  ISHi: 
and  in  the  arrangement  il>ietl'  she  will  see  an  ei- 
act  refleclion  of  Ibe  canlre-projel  which  she  caused 
to  be  presented  lo  ihe  Congress  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
as  a  sutelitDle  fur  the  British  proposition  ofa  recip- 
rocal right  of  search.  In  reeard  lo  our  distin- 
guished representative  at  the  court  of  Prance,  the 
eonclnslon  of  this  arrangement  will  serve  only  to 
crown  his  osefUl  and  efficieni  services;  and  the  ral- 
iflcalion  ol  the  quintuple  Irealy — which,  by  bis 
limely  and  woll-directeil  ertbrte,  he  has  coniributed 
thus  far  to  avert — must  hencelorward  be  considered 
as  dtjinilively  withheld.  Ho  person  honors  more 
tban  1  do  the  irue-hearled  instincts  of  American 
patriotism,  as  well  as  the  sagacious  views  and  lolly 
spirit,  which  have  direcled  our  able  minister,  at  &o 
important  a  juncture.  He  has  entitled  himself  to, 
and  will  undoubtedly  receive,  the  warmest  thanks 
of  biscoaniry. 

The  incidental  advantages  attending  this  ar- 
rangement, in  the  sopporl  and  proieciion  which 
the  presence  of  an  American  squadron  will  give 
lo  our  growing  commerce  on  the  toast  of  Africa— 
H  commerce  sorceplible  of  the  most  beneficial  de- 
velopments, through  the  civilised  colonial  settle- 
ments already  established  there — constitute  an  im- 
portant addliiunai  recommendation  of  it.  This 
consideration  early  attracted  ibe  attention  of  the 
proper  department;  and  we  ^e,  from  Ihe  report  of 
ihe  Secretory  of  the  Navy  at  ihe  commencement 
of  Ihe  session,  thai  he  proposed  lo  enlarge  m.iie- 
Tially  the  number  of  vessels  employed  on  the  Afii- 
can  station,  as  well  in  reference  to  this  object,  as 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade.  The  eilenl 
of  the  sQuadron  .strpulated  to  be  maintained  there, 
is  probably  nut  greater  than  the  Secretary  would 
have  deemed  expedient  in  any  event;  and  the  ex- 
pense wilt  be  amply  repaid  in  resulting  beneSis  to 
the  commerce  of  tbe  country. 

Tbe  IfLstsiipulaiiun  in  the  Irealy  which  remains 
10  benoliccd,  isibal  by  which  the  parties  agree 
muiually  lo  surrender  fugitives  from  jubilee,  in 
certaio  cases.  An  arrangement  oj  Ihis  sort  be- 
tween neiehboring  Stales,  whose  territories  border 
on  each  biher  through  an  extended  bnundarj' — pre- 
MOtingtooOenders  great  facilities  of  escape  Irom 
one  jurisdiction  into  the  other — seems  lobe  urgently 
demanded  by  ihe  interests  of  peace,  law,  and  social 
order.  So  just  and  proper  is  it  in  iisell',  Ibat  some 
wriien  of  hich  aathority  on  ihc  law  of  nations 
)uve  regarded  it  as  a  ouiitBE  of  absoluto  obliga- 


how  diversified,'and  oJlen  arbitrary,  is  Ibe  penal 
legislation  of  different  counlries,)  is,  thai  there  a 
no  obligiUiffn  to  surrender  fugitives  from  the  i;rim- 
inal  jasiice  of  one  coumry  taking  refuge  in 
another,  but  in  virtue  of  positive  and  precise  com- 
pacl.  The  want  of  some  conveiilional  arrange- 
ment of  this  son  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain  has  been  particularly  fett  in  ibe 
Slates  of  Ihe  iroian  adjacent  to  the  Ganadas  and 
other  British  possessions  on  the  continenl,  where 


line  has  been  found  to  operate  as  a  great  lenipUi- 
tion  and  encoura.gemeni  to  crime.  Several  of 
those  Stales  have  manifested  an  earnest  desire  for 
such  a  reciprocal  arrangement  between  the  two 
Governments.  Tbe  stipmatioa  in  Ihe  trr.aly,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  confiped  eiclusiveiy  lo  crimes  of  an 
aggravale^  character  aeaiusi  life  or  properly — such 
an  murder,  robbery,  pi  racy,  and  some  two  or  liiree 
other  enumerated  otiences,  carefully  pretermitting 
all  political  oflences;  and  le.<4  some  unforeseen 
abuKe  or  Inconvenience  should  arise  in  Ihe  practi- 
cal admi  nisi  ration  of  ibe  agreement,  the  right  is 
reserved  to  either  parly  lo  terminate  ll  at  will. 

This  article  closes  Ihe  circle  of  matters  embraced 
by  Ihe  treaty.  There  are  other  questions,  of  mudi 
interest  lo  both  countries,  which  have  formed  the 
subject  of  an  impouant  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  state  and  tbe  special  minister  of 
Qreat  Britain.  This  correspondence  has  been  laid 
before  the  Senate  wilh  Ihe  treaty,  and  mu-sl  neces- 
sarily enter  into  their  consideration  in  disposing 
of  Ihe  treaiy  itself,  ll  has,  therefore,  attracted  Ihe 
careful  allenlion  of  the  committee;  and  ihey  have 
seen,  wilh  plea.<ure,  that  there  has  been  an  amica- 
ble and  honorable  understanding,  or  an  important 
advance  to  such  an  understandmg  ultimately,  on 
each  of  the  questions  which  formed  Ibe  topic  of 
hat  correspondence. 

The  first  of  those  questions  that  present  Ibem- 
se1ve.s  to  view,  is  ibe  aSair  of  ihe  steamboat  Caro-i 
line,  captured  and  destroyed, some  years  agO|  with- 
in the  lerritorial  limits  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  and 
forming  part  of  the  arrears  of  an  unsettled  diplo- 
matic account  which  Ihe  present  Administration 
inherited  from  the  last,  h  is  no  part  of  my  pur- 
pose ^said   Mr.  B.) ■•- 


any  of  the  questions  wl 
a  grave  and  calm  dellberalion.  But,  as  gentlemen 
have  seen  lii  to  indulge  ia  very  unsparing  denun- 
ciations of  the  course  pursued  by  those  now  in  pow- 
er, in  regard  lo  thisa(rair,aDd  have  given  tbe  reins 
lo  their  imaginations  in  the  most  boundless  and  sra- 
luiious  praises  of  the  course  of  ihe  late  Adminis- 
tration on  tbe  same  subject,  il  becomes  indispen.sa- 
ble  to  a  just  understanding  of  ihe  question,  lo  restate 
facts  in  Ibe  nakedness  of  their  historical  truih. 

The  seizure  and  deslruoiion  of  Ihe  Caroline  oc- 
curred ai  Schlosfier,  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in 
IJepember,  183';  being  ihe  first  year  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  administration,  ll  led  lo  a  brief  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Porsyth  and  Mr.  Fox,  at 
Washington;  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minister  at 
London,  was  Instructed  to  make  a  formal  repre- 
sentation to  the  Briiish  Qovernment  on  Ihe  subject, 
and  lo  demand  redresiJ.  This  representation  was 
made  by  Mr.  SievensoD.in  a  note  to  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  dared  ihe2-2dot  May,  1838.  His  note  remain- 
ing wUhout  any  other  answer  than  a  mere  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  leceipt  for  more  tlian  twelve 
months,  Mr.  Stevenson,  very  properly,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Forsyibin  July,  1839,  staling  thai  he"regrelied 
to  say  no  answer  had  yet  been  eiven  to  his  note  in 
the  case  of  the  Caroline,"  and  desiring  lo  know  "if 
it  WHS  Ibe  wish  of  the  Government  Ihat  he  should 
press  Ihe  sul^ect  again;  and,  if  so,  with  what  de- 
gree of  urgency."  In  answer  tothis  communica- 
tion, Mr.  Forsyth,  in  September,  183<),  replied,  that 
no  instructions  were  Ihen  required  for  again  bring- 
inj;  forward  Ihe  question  of  the  Caroline;  ibat  he 
bad  had  frequent  conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in 
regard  to  the  subjecl — one  of  very  recent  dale;  and 
"Irom  its  lone,  jhe  President  expects  the  British 
Government  will  answer  vour  [Mr,  Sievevkin's] 
application  in  the  case  without  much  farther  de- 
lay." But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  President's  expect- 
ation was  not  fulfilled;  Ihe  Briiish  Government 
gave  no  answer  In  Mr.  Stevenson's  "application  in 
the  case;"  and  so  the  matter  stood — ibe  formal  rcp- 
re^entallon  made  by  Mr.  Sievenson  remaining 
wholly  ounoticed  by  the  British  Goremmem  for 


_     For  three  lii 
years  Mr.  Van  Bucen  patiently  acquiesced  ii 

silence,  and  slept  over  an  gutrage  which  Kmm 
men — bis  friends  and  eulogisis  on  this  ianz—, 
would  persuade  as,  in  the  lolly  Sights  oftlwiil 
chivalry  and  eloquence,  they  burned  lo  avesgclfi 


this  most  extraordinary  apqniesence  a< 
mtnislralion,  10  embarrass  vuj  renewed  demamifq 
redress,  is  si rilungly  shown  in  ihe  folloctng  f*,, 
sage  of  a  note  addressed  by  Lord  PalnefSiii  b 
Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  2d  o(  September  Itt,  ■kid 


BiaiaaDnniiDtal'acquinredJniht  •ilMia  afhRll^M' 
GaTemniPntcn  Ihli  iubjul;  Tor  thoh^h  In  StfucBIba,  M 

GbwnniMHAraiiinifiH.thitilwPmidni  Iwl  kuiISS: 


The  considerations  adverted  to  In  hii  LordOi^ 
former  noIe,as  expressed  by  himself,  were,  thank 
President  was  "perfectly  aware"  that  the  Brjiii 
Government  considered  the  destruction  of  the  Car- 
oline a  justifiable  act  of  self-defence,  dtmebronia 
of  her  Majesif 's  colonial  authorities  tbat  bulhvlui 
her  Majesty's  Qovernment  baddone,  andwhutliq 
bad  abaiained  from  doing,  "could  leaveno  doBlia 
the  mind  of  Ihe  President"  that  the  Briiish  Qm- 
ernmeni  intended  lodeciine  lo  comply  wilh  titfc 
mand  contained  in  Mr.  Slevenson's  note;  and  ihi; 
the  presumption,  therefore,  was,  that  ihe  Presiiat 
in  not  pressing  for  an  answer,  was  actuated  bfftr 
consideration  that  it  was  better  lo  leave  ihe  rri'ns: 
of  the  Briiish  Government  lo  be  inferred  from  is 
silence,  than  to  have  it  farmaily  commnnieatd  ll 
answer  to  an  e^ficif 'demand  of  the  Uoiled  Siiie. 

However  this  may  be,  (and  I  do  not  mean,  su! 
Mr,  R.,  to  enter  into  the  meHls  of  the  dipkHUUc 
digladiation  which  took  place  on  the  occasioD  1» 
tween  Lord  Palmerslon  and  Mr.  Stevensim,;  oA 
ing  ia  clearer  than  that  President  Van  Bnren  at 
not  claim  the  benefit  of  ibe  plea  which  is  no*  m 
up  for  him— 10  wit:  that,  during  tbe  period  of  iii 
adini  nisi  rati  on,  ihe  destruction  of  the  Caroline  |)l^ 
sen  ted  itself  lo  him,  foranght  ihat  appetrediotbi 
contrary,  as  Ihe  mere  "act  of  individuals."* 

So  far  is  this  from  being  the  case,  ihal  ha  on 
minister  pleninotentiary,  in  Ihe  note  addressedbj 
him  10  Lord  Palmerslon  in  May,  1838,  "in  ct(6 
ence  lo  inslrucliooa,"  expressly  presented  Oleom- 
rage  for  which  he  was  direcled  to  demand  redrew 
as  one  "committed  by  BriiiiK  traepi  from  die  prar 
ince  of  Upper  Canada,"  "forming  a  permit  tftk 
Briliskfercial  CKippetBa" aaA"planjuda»itsisr 
ted,  wilh  Iht  ktvncUdet  and  aftprobation  ef  til  lift- 
tenant- Qovtmiir  ef  Upper  Catiada."  Whaicrer 
other  reasons,  then,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  may  bait  ik 
for  his  extraordinary  and  patient  aeqaicaKtB 
in  Ihe  long-continued  omission  of  ibe  Bni- 
ish  Government  lo  return  any  answer  lo  fn 
demand  of  reparation  in  the  case  of  the  Ca;T)li», 
he  cannot  take  the  benefii  of  an  afler-ihoogU,  a 
contradiction  with  hisown deliberate  offlciaTaO. 

He  may  have  ihought,  fierbaps,  thai,  in  a  a* 
where  the  just  I  ficalion  of  the  British  Ooveniiaai 
resled  on  a  qtn^ian  of  fact  as  ta  the  degree  aiii  w- 
gency  of  Ikal  necesiily  of  lelf-defemx  under  tii^ 
their  authorilies  prolessed  lo  have  acled,  and  In  tp 
lation  to  which  the  testimony  and  staiemenB  itW 
on  by  the  respeclive  Governments  were  dirWlj* 
variance,  prudence  and  a  proper  regard  lur  th 
peace  of  the  two  countries  forbade  Ihai  iheir  re* 
lions  should  be  brought  to  eiircmiiy  on  a  poiv  i' 
dubious  and  debatable  evidence,  where,  amid  Ik 
conflict  of  opposing  statements,  il  was  diSeali  ■: 
ascertain  ihe  Iruib.  But,  considering  tbe  gitfil 
of  the  occurrence,  and  the  danger  of  HtkiJV 
drawn  into  precedent  by  a  powerful  ud  tM^ 
jieighbor,  he  owed  ll  to  tbe  charaoeraCACH*' 
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try,  adjoupidg  every  siH^rdinaie  question  of  evi- 
4eoce,  to  insist  at  once  upon  a  prompt  disavowal  of 
any  intentional  disrespect  of  the  national  sovereign- 
ly.  accompanied  with  an  explicit  acknowledgment 
oi  those  sacred  principles  of  the  public  law  which 
f^oard  the  inviolability  of  territory,  and  upon  the 
scrapulous  observance  of  which  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  nations  so  vitally  depend. 

.  Notbiog  of  this  sort,  however,  was  done.  The 
question  was  permiiiedf  to  slumber  in  the  most  pro- 
found neglect  during  the  whole  period  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  presidency;  and  those  now  in  power 
)iave  had  to  assert  the  national  dignity  and  honor, 
under  all  the  di:^vantages  arising  from  the  long 
acquiescence  and  virtual  derelict iod  of  the  last 
Administration.  The  correspondence  submitted. 
10  ns  shows  in  what  manner,  and  upon  what 
principles,  this  controversy,  so  long  the  source  of 
jnutual  irritation  and  heartburning  t)etween  the  two 
countries,  has  been  at  length  honorably  terminated. 
The  British  minister  gives  his  adhesion,  in  the 
most  explicit  and  unequivocal  terms,  to  all  the 
principles  of  public  jaw,  which  we  have  laid  down 
as  applicable  to  the  case.  He  declares,  that  "re- 
specl  for  tke  inviolable  ckaracUr  of  the  UrrUory  of 
independent  naiioni^is  the  most  essential  foundation 
of  civUizalioVi;"  and  that,  in  addition  to  a  sense  of 
moral  responsibility,  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy  and  interest  would  lead  Great  Britain  to  ah 
observance  of  this  duty,  "in  the  case  of  a  long 
conterminous  boundary  of  some  thousand  miles, 
with  a  country  of  such  great  and  growing  power 
as  the  United  States  of  America,  inhabited  by  a 
kindred  race,  gifted  with  all  its  activity,  and  all 
its  susceptibility  on  points  of  national  honor-,"  that 
while  every  consideration  leads  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  set  as  high  a  value  as  the  Government  of 
tbe  United  States  can  possibly  do  "on  this 
paramount  obligation  of  reciprocal  resp)ect  for  the 
independent  territory  of  each,"  it  is  yet  admitted, 
by  all  writers  on  public  law,  and  by  the  occasional 
practice  of  all  nations,  (our  own  among  the  num- 
ber) that  a  strong  overpowering  necessity  may  arise, 
when  this  great  principle  may  and  must  be  mo- 
mentarily suspended;  but  "it  must  be  so  for  the 
sAortist  possible  pefiodf  during  the  continuance  of  an 
zdmiltdt  overruling  necessity  ^  and  strictly  confined 
i[?it-hin  the  narrowest  limits  iinposed  by  that  ne- 
zessity" 

Thus  far,  there  is  a  perfect  and  satisfactory  ac- 
cordance between  the  views  of  the  Gtovernment  of 
.he  United  States  and  those  of  tbe  British  Govern-  i 
ment,  as  represented  by  Lord  Ashburton,  both  as  to  I 
the  general  principle,  and  the  narrow  and  limited 
exception  to  it.  The  exception,  within  the  limits 
>o  astringently  stated  by  Lord  Ashburton,  is  admitted 
>oth  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  hU  note  io  Lord  Pal- 
nerston  in  May,  1838,  and  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  his 
lotc  to  Mr.  Pox,  in  April,  1841;  and  upon  it,  indeed, 
rests  the  vindication  of  some  important  transac- 
ions  in  our  own  military  history,  which  are  too 
ieeply  engraven  on  the  recollection  of  the  country 
o  make  ft  necessary  for  me  to  recall  them  to  the 
^nate.  Mr.  Stevenson  defines  the  necessity  which 
s  admitted  to  constitute  an  exception  to  tb^  gen- 
sral  inviolability  of  neutral  territory,  to  be  "immi- 
nent and  extreme,  and  involving  impending  de- 
►iruction."  Mr.  Webster,  with  no  less  force,  de- 
scribes it  to  be  "a  necessity  of  self-defence,  instant, 
>verwhelming,  leaving  no  choice  of  means,  and 
to  moment  for  deliberation."  Lord  Ashburton, 
listihctly  assenting  to  the  limits  thus  cantiotisly 
>laced  upon  the  admitted  exception,  seeks,  by  a 
-ecurrence  to  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case,  to 
»hovr  that  the  steamboat  Caroline,  being  the  means 
ind  instrument  by  which  "accessions  of  men,  arms 
md  monitions  of  war  were  hourly"  brought  from 
he  American  shore  to  the  position  of  the  hostile 
md  invading  force  on  Navy  Islflnd^^  the  necessity 
or  her  capture  and  destruction  was  of  that  impe- 
ious  and  overroliog  character,  whidi  brought 
he  act  fairly  within  the  limits  of  the  exception,  as 
le&ned  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 

Siill  there  was  in  the  case,  whatever  may  have 
»een  the  supposed  necessity  for  it,  (as  Lord  Ash- 
nirton  remarks,  with  thatjusi  sense  of  what  belongs 

0  the  honor  and  dignity  of  both  Goyemmenls, 
vhich  characterizes  all  the  communications  of  this 
ibie  and  judicious  minister,)  the  grave  fact  of 
'a  viohuion  of  territory,"  which  he  is  "instructed 
►y  her  Mwesty^s  Government  to  assure  the  Gqv- 
tmment  of  the  United  States  is  considered  by  it  as 

1  most  seiiousfaaf  and  that,  "far  from  thinking  an 
!ventofthis  kind  should  be  lightly  risked,  they 
^oul4  unfeignedly  deprecate  its  recurrence}*^  that 


it  is  to  be  "regretted  that  an  easplanatio^  and  apol» 
ogy  for  the  occurrence  was  not  imiufdiately 
made;"  that  he  can  "most  solemnly  affirm  liiai  no 
disrespect  to  the  scrvereign  authority  of  the  Uniied 
States  w«s  intended;"  and  that  "he  repeatjs  tbe  as- 
surance ox  regret  her  Majesty^s  Government  leel 
th^i  the  event  should  have  disturbed  the  harmony 
they.so  anxiously  wish  to  maintain  with  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  Government."  After  the  "explana- 
tions and  assurances"  thus  cordially  given,  he 
concludes  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 
expressins:  (he  hope  that  "  all  feelings  pf  resent- 
ment and  ill-will,  resulting  from  these  truly  unfor* 
tnnate  events,  may  be  buried  in  oblivioo;  and  that 
they  may  be  succeeded  by  thoser  of  harmony  and 
friendship,  which  it  Is  certainly  the  interest,  and, 
he  also  believes,  the  inclination  of  all  to  promote." 

If  gentlemen  efin  see  nothing  in  iVank  end  hon- 
orable explanations  such  as  these,  proceeding  from 
the  representative  of  an  "old  and  naughty  nation,  jl 
proud  in  arms,"  to  satisfy  the  juat  sentiment  of  na-  ' 
tional  pride  and  dignity,  in  regard  to  a  transaction 
long  past,  over  which  our  own  Gorernment  bad 
slept  "with  quiet  indifference  for  years,  and  where 
there  is  a  perfect  concurrence  of  both  Governments 
in  the  great  conservative  principles  which  niust 
gu^rd  and  secure  the  immunity  of  their  respective 
terrritories,  (differing  only  as  to  a  debatable  ques- 
tion of  fact  in  the  particuJar  case,)  I  can  only  say, 
that  their  moral  temperaments  are  constituted  very 
differently  from  my  own. 

The  next  sol^ect  treate4  ^^  ^^  correspondence 
between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  spiedal  minister 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  one  oT  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, as  well  as  importance;— the  interference  of 
the  British  colonial  authorities  with  American  ves- 
sels having  slaves  on  board,  the  property  of  Ameii- 
can  citizens  under  the  laws  oi  their  respective 
States,  and  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other 
uncontrollable  causes,  into  the  British  West  Indies, 
while  passing  from  one  port  to  another  of  the 
Union.  The  first  cases  of  this  sort  which  oc- 
curred, were  of  three  vessels  whose 'names  have 
unfortunately  become  familiar  as  "  household 
Words"  in  our  diplomatic  history — the  Cornet^  the  . 
Encomium^  and  the  Enterprise.  The  two  first 
named  of  these  vessels  were  wrecked  on  the  Bat 
hama  islands  in  1831  and  1834,  and  the  third  was 
driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  a  port  of  tbe  island 
of  Bermuda  in  1835.  In  each  or  these  cases,  the 
slaves  on  board  were  liberated  by  the  interference 
of  the  colonial  authorities,  and  were  finally  lost  to 
their  owners.  On  all  these  occasions,  strong  rep- 
resentations were  addressed  by  the  Gtovernraent  of 
the  United  States  to  that  ojTGreat  Britain,  complain- 
ing of  the  improper  and  unlawful  interference  of 
the  local  authorities  of  the  islands,  and  demanding 
indemnity  to  the  owners  of  tbe  liberated  slavesf. 
The  British  Government,  in  1837,  finally  agreed 
to  render  conopensaiion  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves 
in  the  cases  oithe  Comet  and  the  Encomium,  buto^- 
solutely  refused  it  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise. 
The  ground  on  which,  this  discrimination  was 
made,  was^that,  at  the  time  of  the  disasters  to  the 
Comet  and  the  Encomium,  the  state  of  slavery  stitl  ex- 
isted in  the  British  colonies,  and  the  rights  of  Amer- 
ican slave-owners  might,  therefore,  be  recognised 
nnder  British  law;  but,  at  the  period  when  the  iJn- 
tcrprisn  was  driven  by  strcis  of  weather  into  Port 
Hamilton,  the  act  of  tbe  British  Parliament  for 
the  "abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  colonies" 
had  taken  effect,  and  thenceforward  there  could 
be,  lawfully,  no  property  in  slaves  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions.  Lord  Palmerston,  in  an- 
nouncing to  Mr.  Stevenson,  by  his  note  of  7th  Jan- 
uary, 1^7,  the  final  decision  of  tbe  British  Gtovem- 
meat  on  the  case  of  the  ^terprise,  added,  that 
'^slavery  being  now  abolished  ihroughout  the  Brit- 
ish empire,  there  call  be  no  well  founded  claim  on 
the  part  of  any  foreigner,  in  respect  of  slaves  who, 
under  any  circvmstajnces^  may  come  into  the  British 
colonies,  any  more  than  there  would  be  in  respect 
to  slaves  who  might  come  into  the  United  King- 
dom;" and  this  declaration  he  emphatically  repeated 
in  a  subsequent  note  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  the  11th 
December,  1837. 

Upon  the  important  question  of  public  law  in- 
volved in  this  decision  of  the  British  Government, 
a  long  and  earnest  discussion  took  place  between 
the  two  Governments;  but  terminating,  as  it  be^D, 
in  a  wide  and  irreconcilable  difference  of  principle, 
the  American  minister  at  London  was  insirucied 
to  propose  lo  the  British  Government  a  eonven->^ 
tional  arrangement,  by  which,  in  practice,  the  offi- 
cious and  exciting  interference  of  the  local  auihor- 


ittes  of  the  British  idaads  with  American  vessels 
having  slaves  on  board,  when  driven  into  their 
waters  by  casualties  of  the  sea,  might  be  prevented. 
This  arrangement  was,  also,  very  summarily  de- 
clined by  the  British  Government,  as  will  be  seen 
byXord  Palmersion^s  note  to  Mr.  Btevenaon,  df  the 
30th  of  September,  183a'  And  thus  the  matter 
stood  down  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Bureuls  admhi- 
istraiion.  The  recent  cases  of  the  "Creole"  asd 
the  "U^rmosa"— oneof  them  marked  by  incidoits 
of  a  most  revolting  character-— have  added  fresh 
proo&  of  the  necessity  of  $eme  understanding  be- 
tween -the  two  Governments  on  this  delicate  sub- 
Xect,  in  order  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
^ood  neighborhood^  and  the  correspondence  which 
IS  laid  before  us  has  taken  place  ivith  a  view  to  ef- 
fect such  an  understanding,  on  the  basis  of  a  just 
interpretation  of  the  law  and  comity  of  naticns. 

The  Govern menr  of  tbe  United  Stmes  eontaids 
that,  under  the  modem  praotice  and  comity  of  eivU- 
ized  states  the  merchant-vessels  of  a  nauon— eeu- 
sidered  always  as  a  part  of  its  territory,  while  on 
the  high  seas,  and  object  exclusively  to  the  laws 
and  Sovereignty  of  their  own  country  oo  the  oceanr— 
retain  their  national  jurisdiction  and  knmuni^,  lo 
many  purposes,  in.  the  ports  of  a  foreign  ^over, 
even  when  they  enter  those  ports  voluntarily.  Bat 
when  they  ar^  forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  or  un- 
lawful violence,  against  the  will  of  the  masttr,  into 
a  foreign  port,  they  are  to  be  considered,  in  j«$tfce, 
as  If  they  Were  still  upon  the  h|gh  seas,  and,  during 
the  existence  of  such  involuntary  emergeiK^,  vir- 
tually rmder  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  country, 
by  whose  laws  the  condition  and  relations  of  all 
persons  atid  things  on  board  are  to  be.  governed; 
and  any  interference  by  the  local  authorifies  6f  the 
foreign  port,  in  such  a  case^  to  change  that  cona- 
tion, or  to  disturb  those  relations,  is  a  proceedlhg 
contrary  to  the  law  and  comity  or  nations.  Tbeae 
principles  are  enforced  and  i11usl#ted  with  great 
copiousness  and  ability  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  his  letter  to  Lord  Ashburton;  and  proceeding  to 
apply  them  to  the  case  of  slaves  on  "board  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other 
causes,  into  British  ports,  he  says: 

*The  iMual  mode  oT  staling  tbe  rule  of  Enf  IMi  law  bk  that 
no  sooner  doM  a  elave  reaeh  Uie  ebore  of  Englaud  than  oe  k 
free.  This  ie  true;  but  It  means  no  more  than  that,  when  a 
elave  comes  within  (hi  exchtgite  juti»diction  of  BoKlaod,  ba 
ceaseato  be  a  slave,  becatisft  the  law  of  Bngland  poait^ely  and 
notoriously  prohibits  and  forbids  the  existeoce  o/  audi  a  rela- 
tion between  roan  and  man.  But  ic  does  not  mean  (hat  BnglMi 
auihoritiea,  with  ibis  rule  o|  Eitflish  law  in  their  hands,  may 
enter  where  the  jurisdiction  ttjomatiut  natitin  it  aemom- 
edged  ta  esist^  and  there  destroy  rigbis,  obligations,  and  hater- 
esif,  lawfully  existing  upder  the  anihomy  of  euch  other  nation. 
No  such  construction,  and  no  such  ( fl>ct,  can  he  rigbt/ully 
given  to  the  BrftUt  law." 

He  then  adds: 

"If,  therefore,  vessels  of  tbe  Vniled  Siatef,  puming  lawful 
voyages  from  port  to  port,  along  their  own  shore,  are  drtven 
\yf  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  unlawful  vieleoce,  Into  Bng- ' 
I'lfih  ports,  ihe  Government  of  the  United  8uites4^9not  cooaeiit 
that  tl^e  local  avuhorities  In  ihnee  ports  shall  take  advantage  0f 
such  mir»r>ir  tunes,  and  enter  them  for  tbe  purpose  .of  Intermtoc 
with  the  Ciindiiion  of  persons  or  things  on  b^rd,  as  eslabllidbed 
by  thrir  own  laws.  If  slaves,  the  property  of  ciiixatta  orihe 
United  States^  escape  into  the  British  teintorie9,it  isnoteacpect* 


ed  I  hat  they  will  be  restored.  In  that  case,  the  territorial  fuiia-. 
diciion  of  England  will  have  become  eindusive  over  (bvn,  and 
must  decide  their  condition.  Butdaves  on  boardof  Atnerieon 
vessels  lying  In  British  waiera.  are  not  within  the  exdoalve 
jurisdictioo  of  Bn£land,.or  under  the  exclusive  operatloo  of 
English  fow;  And  this  Xound«  the  broad  dlstineilon  belwe«n  tb/b 
"    *'In  the  optbion  of  the  Government  of  the  United 


States,  such  vcsaels,  so  driven  and  su  detained  by  iMcesslty  Id 
a  friendly  por^  ought  to  be  ragufded  ss  ttiU  purtuing  tkeir 
original  voyage^  and  turned  out  of  their  dlTect  course  only  by 
disaster,  Or  by  wrongful  violence;  that  they  ought  to  receive  aH 
assistance  necessary  to  enable  (hun  to  resu  m^  tbat  diroet  couraa; 
and  that  Interference  and  molsatfetion  by  th»  local  aulherlUei^ 
where  the  whole  voyage  is  lawful,  both  in  feet  and  Ibtaat,  to 
ground  for  just  and  grave  complaint." 

Lord  Ashburton,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Webster's 
note,  begins  by  remarking  that, "  having  left  England 
before  the  case  of  the  Creole  had  been  brought  to 
the  notice  ol  his  Government  by  the  American 
minister,  he  had  not  been  empowered  to  enter  into 
a  fvrmal  stipulation^^  with  respect  to  the  clas»  of 
cases  to  wh]ch  it  belongs ;  but  that  he  felt  all  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  desirableness  <^ 
falling  upon  some  means  for  the  prevention,  in  fu- 
ture, of  such  occurrences.  "Upon  the  great  gen-  w 
eral  principles  affecting  the  case,"  he  says,  "  we  do 
not  differ."  And  a^ain  he  observes :  "  At  the  same 
lime  that  we  maintain  onrownlaws  within  ^r  ovn 
territories^  we  are  bound  to  respect  those  of  our 
neighbors,  and  to  listen  to  every  possible  suggesticm 
of  means  of  averting  irom  them  every  annoyance 
and  injury*  I  ha  ve  great  confUmee  that  this  may  he 
effsclwULy  done  in  ike  present  instance!  but  the  case 
to  be  met  and  remedied  is  new^and  mu^  not  t^  to^ 
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hastily  dealt  with.  Yon  may,  however,  be  assured 
that  measures  so  importaDt  for  the  preservation  of 
friendly  intercoarse  between  the  twocoimtrf$6^hall 
not  be  neglected*" 

**  In  the  mean  time,"  he  says,  "  I  can  €ngag€  that 
intftraetioos  shall  be  given  to  the  governors  of  her 
MajesQr^  colonies  on  the  southern  borders  of  the 
United  States  to  execute  their  own  laws  with  care- 
ful attention  to  the  wish  of  their  Grovemraent  to 
maintain  ^ood  neighborliood ;  and  that  there  shall 
be  no  ojicums  interference  with  American  vessels 
,  driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  into  those  ports.  The 
laws  and  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed ;  and 
these  seem  neither  to  require  nor  io  justify  any  fur* 
ther  iTiquisition  intO'  (he  state  of  persons  or  things  on 
board  of  vessels  so  situated,  than  may  be  indispensa- 
ble to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  munieijiu  law 
of  the  colony,  imd  the  proper  regulation  of  its  har- 
bors and  waters" 

These  declarations  and  engagements,  in  their 
spirit  and  obvious  import,  go  far  towards  giving  us 
^  the  priactieal  security  we  Imve  so  long  sought;  and 
wanting  onlv  the  formaliby  of  a  treaty  stipulation, 
present,  in  the  plighted  foith  of  an  accredited  pub- 
tic  mhiister,  acting  with  the  approbation  and  au- 
thority of  his  Qovemmeot,  a  guarantv  which  all 
great  nations  regard  as  no  less  sacred  and  obliga- 
tory. Who  that  looks  back  upon  the  state  of  uiis 
question,  as  it  was  left  four  years  ago  by  the  re- 
peated, peremptorv,  and  unceremonious  repulses, 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  met  with 
ttom  Lord  Palmerston  on  every  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, can  fail  lo  re<iognise  the  important  advance 
which  a  spirit  of  justice  and  conciliation,  wisely 
consulting  the  interests  of  peace  and  good  neigh- 
borhood, nas  now  made  towards  the  ultimate  re- 
moval of  one  great  cause  of  irritation  and  com- 
{jaint  in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  7 

The  last  subject  treated  of  in  the  correspondence 
which  has  be^  laid  before  us,  is  the  great  and  vi- 
tal question  oPimpressment.  Nothing,  through  a 
a  large  portion  of  our  history,  had  exercised  so  em- 
bitteriogand  disturbing  an  influenee  on  the  rela- 
tions of  jSngland  and  America  as  the  ancient,  and, 
we  may  trust,  now  obsolete  pretension  of  impress- 
ing British  seamen  (and,  under  that  name,  in  very 
many  instances,  our  own  citizens)  from  onboard  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States.  It  was  fit- 
ting, therefore,  in  seeking  to  establish  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries  on  durable  foundations,  by  the 
adjustment  of  so  many  questions  of  present  mter- 
est,  to  anticipate  the  consequences  Which  would  in- 
evitably attend  the  revival  of  a  pretension  so  re- 
volting to  the  national  sensibilities,  in  the  event  of 
another  European  war;  and  to  declare,  frankly  and 
beforehand,  to  the  British  Gk>vemment,  that  it  was 
a  practice  which  would  henceforward  never  be 
submitted  to,  but  would  be  promptly,  resisted  at 
every  hazard,  if  it  should  be  attempted  to  be  re- 
newed. This  declaration,  at  the  moment  of  ter- 
minating a  negotiation  which,  it  was  hoped,  would 
consolidate  a  permanent  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  coimtries,  was  due  to  the  spirit  of 
frankness  and  manly  dealing,  and  called  for  by  the 
true  interests  of  peace.  It  was  to  be  made,  as  the 
*  Secretary  of  State  remarks  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Ashburton,  "not  to  revive  useless  recollections,  or 
tobtirthe  embers  from  fires  which  have  been,  in  a 
great  degree,  smothered  by  many  years  of  peace; 
but  to  extinguish  those  fires  efiectoaily,  before  new 
incidents  arose  to  fan  them  into  flame.'* 

The  Secretary  of  State,  therefore,  addressed  a 
note  to  Lord  Ashburton,  in  which  he  reviews  and 
analyses  with  great  clearness  the  grounds  on  which 
the  British  doctrine  of  impressment  rests;  and,  af«^ 
ter  demonstrating  with  conclusive  and  irresistible 
;orce  that  it  has  no  foundation  whatever  in  any 
principle  of  the  common  and  recognised  law  of  na- 
lions,  however  countenanced  by  the  munictmil  code 
ot  England,  he  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  on  the  subject,  "is  prepared  to  say 
that  the  practice  of  impressing  seamen  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  cannot  hereafter  be  edlowed  to  take 
place ;^^  that  "it  is  founded  on  principles  which  the 
United  States  do  not  recognise,  and  is  invariably  at- 
'  tended  by  conseauences  so  unjust,  so  injurious,  and 
of  such  formhlaole  ma^itude,  as  caimot  be  submit- 
ted to;'*  that  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  origin  of  the  discus- 
sions between  the  two  Qovemmems  on  thfk  subject 
—to  wit:  that  "the  vessel  being  American,  shall  be 
evidence  that  the  seamen  on  bo«rd  are  such" — will 
hereafter  be  inflexibly  maintained  by  this  Govern- 
ment; and  that,  "in  every  regnUrly  documented 


American  merchant  vessel,  the  crew  who  navif^ate  it 
will  find  their  protection  in  the  flag  which  is  over 
M«^."  Here,  at  least,  is  a  decmratioa  worthy  the 
character  of  a  Government  consctoua  both  of  its 
rights,  and  of  its  power  to  maintain  them,  and 
which  will  find  an  echo  in  every  American  bosom. 
Lord  Ashburton,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  Mr.  Webster's  note^  recofrnises  the  propriety, 
in  a  season  of  peace,  of  anticipating  and  guarding 
against  "even  possible  causes  of  failure  disagree- 
ment," especially  in  relation  to  "so  grave  a  suojec  t 
of  past  irritation"  as  that  of  impressment;  and  al- 
though without  authority  to  enter  upon  its  "seule- 
ment"  during  the  limited  continuance  of  his  mis- 
sion, he  entertains  a  confident  hope  that  the  task 
may  be  accomplished,  when  undertaken  with  a 
spirit  of  candor  and  conciliation.  After  adverting 
to  the  "opposite  principles  maintained  by  the  two 
countries  respecting  allegiance  to  the  sovereign," 
he  admitft  that  a  "serious  practical  question  ooes 
arise,  or  rather  has  existed,  from  practices  former- 
ly attdhding  the  mode  of  manning  the  British 
navy,  in  timee  of  wa^,"  that  those  practices  were 
attended  "with  injuries  of  an  extent  and  importance 
so  formidable"  as  to  call  for  a  "remedy;"  and  that 
he  has  "much  reason  to  hope  that  a^atislactorv  ar- 
rangement may  be  made,  so  as  to  settU  rest  ah  ap- 
prehension and  anxiet/yJ*  '  , 

Now,  sir.  1  must  say  that,  considering  the  mark- 
ed contrast  oetween  the  matter  as  well  as  the  tone 
of  Lord  Ashburton's  note,  and  the  manner  in 
which  every  allusion  to  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment has  heretofore  been  invariably  met  by  the 
British  Government,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  a 
wise  and  honorable  abandonment  of  this  odious 
pretension,  under  the  influence  of  a  more  calm 
and  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  the  progress 
which  sounder  principles  of  public  law  have  hap- 
pily made  in  the  world  since  the  return  of  general 
peace. 

It  is  true  that  Lord  Ashburton  says  that  the 
"laws  of  Great  Britain  have  maintained,  from  all 
time,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance;"  and 
that,  in  virtue  of  these  laws,  "all  subjects  of  the 
Crown  are,  in  case  of  necessity,  bound  to  serve 
their  country;  and  the  sea-faring  man  is  natually 
taken  for  the  naval  service."  Now.  to  all  this,  as 
matter  of  English  law  and  English  prerogative, 
we  take  no  exception.  But  we  sav  that  the  exe- 
cution of  English  law  must  be  connned  to  English 
jurisdiction:  that,  if  Great  Britain  chooses  to  en- 
force thisallegea  obligation  of  perpetual  allegiance 
against  her  natural-bom  subiects,  who  are  sea-far- 
ing men,  she  may  do  so,  for  aught  we  have  to 
say,  by  impressing  them  while  thev  are  within  the 
limits  of  English  territory,  and  on  board  of  English 
ships;  but  that,  if  she  atteppts  to  do  so  from  on 
board  the  ships  of  other  nations,  she  trespasses 
beyond  her  jurisdiction,  and  violates  the  law  oi 
nations.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton, keeping  this  distinction  clearly  in  view,  while 
asseriing^  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  the  services 
of  its  natural-bom  subjects  as  a  doctrine  of  the 
Ei^glish  law,  nowhere  sets  upa  claim  to  enforce  that 
service  on  board  the  vessels  of  aforeignpower — which 
is  the  gist  of  the  whole  controversy. 

How  difierent  was  the  language  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  when,  shortly  alter  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  anxiotts  to  arrest  the  farther  ca- 
lamities of  the  conflict,  authorized  a  proposition  to 
be  made,  through  Mr.  Russell,  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, assenting  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on 
the  condition  of  a  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council, 
and  that  instructions  .should  be  immediately  given 
to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  persons  from 
American  vessels,  and  to  restore  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  already  impressed;  with  the  under- 
standing that,  in  that  case,  a  law  would  be  passed 
by  Congress  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  British 
seamen  in  the  commercial  or  public  service  of  the 
United  States.  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  answer  to 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Russell,  thus  nakedly  and 
imperiously  asserts  the  British  elaim  of  impress- 
ment: 

"I  cannot  refrain  from  expreaslng  my  surprise  that,  m  a  con- 
dition  preliminary  ernn  to  aeuepension  of  hoetilitiee,  the  Gov. 
emment  of  the  United  Stateeshould  have  thought  fit  to  demand 
that  the  British  Government  should  desist  from  its  ancient  And 
accustomed  practice  of  impressing  Britisli  seamen  from  the 
merehan  tJUpt  of  a  foreign  State^  simpi  v  on  the  assurance 
that  a  law  shall  hereader  t>e  passed  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  Britlab  «anien  la  the  public  or  commercial  serrice  of  that 
8tate.» 

In  the  same  spirit,  when  the  American  commis- 
sioners at  Ghent,  in  tneir  projet  of  a  treaty,  offered 


an  article  proposing  onlj  a  suspension  of  the  pci6 
tice  of  impressment  for  a  limited  time— aecomnarfed, 
too,  with  a  stipulation  on  our  part  toexclodeBrit^ 
seamen  from  our  naval  and  commercial  senrke, 
and  also  to  surrender  deserters  from  their  dupi* 
the  British  commissioners  dashed  their  pen  throoh 
the  article,  simply  writing  the  word  "^tnadmstilt 
against  it. 

When  Jnstead  of  all  this,  we  see  an  expericBccd 
and  able  British  statesman,  charged  with  the  nen 
of  his  Government,  frankly  adoiittinf;  the  erfb 
andinjuries  attending  this  practice,  refrainiiu^fita 
any  aUempt  to  justify  it  on  grounds  of  intenatioDal 
law,  and  expressing  a  conmlent  belief  thit  the  sab> 
ject  may  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,— and  this  in  la- 
swer  to  a  formal  representation  Irom  the  American 
Gtovemment,  remonstrating  against  the  preteasiQi 
as  uUerly  indefensible  in  principle,  and  intolenble 
in  practice,  and  calling  for  its  total  renondaUoa,- 
does  so  marked  a  change  of  tone,  under  such  dr- 
cumstances,  admit  of  any  reasoiutole  inteipretatioB, 
but  that  the  English  nation  and  GK>vemment,  tOMier 
the  influence  of  the  moral  and  enlightened  code 
which  now  cbntrols  the  intercourse  of  nations,  are 
prepared  to  abandon  a  claim  which  can  fiad  so 
coimtenance  or  support  in  the  principles  of  tbt 
}  code.* 

Whether,  then,  we  look  to  the  character  of  t^ 
treaty  stipjilations  which  have  been  entered  into,  or 
to  the  results  of  the  correspondence  between  tbe 
representatives  of  the  two  GJovemments,  erery 
sound  view  of  the  Interests  and  honor  of  the  conn* 
\  try  equally  demands  the  acceptance  and  ratificatin 
'  of  the  treaty.  ^  It  is  earnestly  objected  to  the  iiiifr 
'  cation,  that  there  has  been  no  adjustment  of  oir 
^limits  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Most  cer- 
tainly it  was  greatly  to  be  desired  that  our  imooit* 
ant  territorial  rights  in  that  region  should  have  oea 
definitively  established.  Bu^  if  it  was  found  faD- 
practicable  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  thii  mb" 
ject  at  present,  (as  the  President  informs  us  it  was,) 
ought  that  to  have  been  made  a  reason  for  deeh* 
ning  an  adjustment  of  so  many  other  important  i&* 
terests  where  an  agreement  was  practicable  and  on 
whose  immediate  adjustment  ibe  harmony,  and 
probably  the  peace,  of  two  great  nations  was  at 
stake.  The  questicm  of  our  Oregon  territory,  deep- 
ly interesting  as  it  undoubtedly  is,,  is  not  likeljio 
suffer  by  waiting  for  a  brief  season ;  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  adjustment  of  other  subjects  of 
controversy  will  enable  us  to  give  a  more  undi- 
vided attention  to  it,  and  to  bring  all  our  vigOaoce 
and  resources  to  bear  upon  it.  And  here,  sir,  1 
- .  must  be  permitted  to  protest  against  this  great  qoe- 
^  tion  being  treated  as  peculiarly  a  Western  interea. 
It  has  the  broadest  possible  national  rehoions,  ad* 
dressing  itself  to  the  pride  and  the  interests  of  em; 
portion  of  the  Union ;  and,  for  one,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  I  shall  be  found  as  impracticable,  ill  sbonld 
have  any  voice  in  the  matter,  in  3rielding  one^jot 
or  tittle*'  of  our  just  rights  in  regard  to  it,  as  any 
representative  of  Western  interests  on  this  floor. 
It  is  henceforward  the  sole  unsettled  point  in  oor 
immense  boundary  stretching  from  sea  to  sea, 
which,  till  now,  presented  so  many  distracting 


'The  foUowiDg  extract  from  (he  Loodoo  Tlmei.  u  . 
eoed  and  ioflueniial  organ  of  public  uplnion  In  Eo^ttiiui 
especially  of  the  party  now  in  power,  publlebed  in  OeiBter 
last,  (tnbeniineQtly  to  the  appearance  or  the  conra^Motott 
between  Mr.  Webater  and  Lord  AabburtottO  fully  aoMJM  Mi. 
Ri Fee's  in  reference  from  Lord  Aahbunoo'anote: 

"  Mr.  Webiter  is  certainly  right  in  conteodinc  that  theirilt 
of  thesysum  of  impressment,  as  practised  by  This  eoaa07M 
former  years,  are  greatly  enhanced  when  it  is  attempted  ie<fr 
force  its  operations  beyond  the  natural  ilmiia  of  ihe  icrnwy 
and  J  u  risdiction  of  Boa  land  and  Its  dependencies.  Kzc#i «  » 
belligeroDt  right,  nothing  can  be  said  in  defence  of  it;  uAum 
as  a  belligerent  light,  It  is  alu^ether  differefH  frtmi  the  pnokt 
of  ▼islting  neutral  ships  In  search  of  tha  eoemy*s  pfspa?- 
That  right  if  a  part  of  the  law  of  natiooa;  it  is  a  iiufMTr 
part  of  maritime  warfare;  and,  in  spite  of  occaskwal  (*«*•■• 
against  It,  itlias  been  asscr  ed  and  exercised  by  ail  Si*ii'||^' 
timei^taies,  and  bv  none  more  than  by  the  French  tfaaw^t^ 
io  Ibe  best  days  ortheir  naval  renown.  But,  alCAoufli  *m^ 
exposes  himself  to  rtsk  by  taking  the  enemy's  goods  on  tani 
and  becomes  pro  tanlo  an  enemy,  the  circumstaccs  of  A* 
voluntary  presence  of  certain  Bnglish  sailors  on  boaid  a> 
American  merchant  sliip  Is  a  Vbry  queaiiooable  grottod  ^ 
exercising  a  quasi  hostile  power  in  that  Veasel.  Far,tN  w 
municipal  law  of  England  what  it  may,  in  relation  to  a  orMil 
vessel,  a  British  officer  has  no  claim  to  act  under  any  otto  hv 
than  that  which  b  recognised  by  the  world,  or  coocsdid  If 
fpecial  traaty. 

*'Tbere  is,  webeliaTe,  a  very  strong  probability  thaUHb 
event  of  a  war,  no  Instructions  for  the  imprsasmaac  af  HH 
seamen  found  in  American  merchant  veseals  wfitbtimi'* 
our  cruisers.  The  right  U  doubtful;  tM  fai<»i*'w|Lf 
eueh  a  practice  certain;  nor  can  it  tie  ntrir— aiy  w  ths MHi 
navy  to  recruit  Its  foroes  by  such  means.  H  QiMb  ^^^"'^^ 
be  ptmtibU  to  accede  to  a  declaration  to  tUa  jfH^fM  ^ 
renoiine9apra9iiee  which  it  ienotinimuM  teiwUhtr 


))«%l84ft/< 


APPBNDIX  TO  TBE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


«r 


27th  Cpmo*«*«3d  Sxm* 


Debate  on  the  fine  on  General  Jackson. 


Senate* 


^E*« 


i*** 


points  of  controversy ;  and  we  shall  be  the  better 
able,  in  future,  to  concentrate  the  national  solicit 
tode  and  guardianship  upon  it. 


ordinary  coarse  of  being  referied,  like  the  other 

topics  of  the  message.    This  is,  at  all  eyents,  a 

T  -..,-,.-,..,  ,       ,  ,       safe^ourse,  and  one  frorti  which  be  would  Doi  ex - 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Presiden  ,  what  deep-rooted    /empi  (his  bill.  He  did  not  well  know— nor,  indeed, 

prqadices  there  are  in  some  minds,  surviving  (un-  J'    did  he  ccnsi 


consciously,  perhaps)  our  former  national  conflicts, 
which  oppose  any  settlement,  however  just  and 
honorable,  of  our  difficulties  with  England.  But  I 
appeal  to  senators  if  this  is  an  occasion  on  which  an- 
tipathies of  that  sort  should  be  either  indulged  or  in- 
yoked.  Whatever  cause  we  may  have  had,  in  former 
periods  of  our  history,  to  complain  of  the  haughtiness 
and  iBJustice  of  England,  in  the  present  instance,  at 
least,  she  has  shown  nothing  but  a  spirit  of  concil- 
iaiion  and  peace.  I  profess  to  be  not  altogether  un- 
read in  the  nistory  of  our  eventful  relations  with  that 
great  power;  and  I  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that 
never  before  (with  the  single  exception  of  the  short 
administration  of  Mr.  Pox,  in  1806)  has  her  Gov- 
ernment evinced  so  sincere  a  desire  to  establish  and 
cement  cordial  and  friendly  relations  with  this 
country.  Is  it  either  for  our  interest  or  our  honor 
to  repel  such  dispositions  1 

I  know  the  just  weight  and  authority  which  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  subjects  of  national 
policy  have  with  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor. 
They  will  pardon  me,  therefore,  if  I  call  their 
attention  to  some  remarks  of  his,  which,  both  for 
their  spirit  and  their  wisdom,  seem  to  me  full  of 
instructive  application  to  the  present  occasion. 
Wrking  to  Mr.  Monroe  in  1806,  (then  our  minister 
inLendon,)  and  congratulating  him  on  the  prospect 
of  a  fust  settlement  of  our  differences  with  Eng- 
land,  which  the  known  dispositions  of  Mr.  Fox, 
who  had  just  acceded  to  power,  afforded,  he  says: 

"No  iwocouiuriM  upon  earih  have  to  many  poinia  of  com- 
mon intere«t  and  frieDoahip;  and  their  rulers  must  be  bungUtr* 
indeetL  it,  with  Much  di^pontioiUt  they  break  them  asunder. 
Tha  ooly  riralry  that  can  arlae  is  on  the  ocean.  If  sIm  iajtut  to 
u$t  eonaUatory^  and  encourages  UiB  tentiment  of  family 
feeling  audeonduett  it  cannot  lail  to  befriend  the  security  of 

Shan  we  prove  ourselves  something  worse  than 
the  bunglers  which  Mr.  Jefferson  describes,  by  rashly 
setting  aside  a  delicate  and  laborious  adjustment  of 
long-standing  differences,  which  the  just  and  con- 
ciliatory sentiments  he  invokes  alone  rendered 
possible;  and  thus  embroil  anew  two  powers  who 
were  but  yesterday  on  the  brink  of  a  rupture, 
which  must  hav^involved  the  peace  of  the  world 
with  their  ownt  Whatever  the  violence  of  party 
feeling  may  suggest,  the  sober  judgment  of  man- 
kiad  will  pronounce  the  arrangement  which  has, 
through  so  many  difficulties,  been  at  last  effected, 
a  happy  and  providential  event — above  a  mere 
achievement  of  diplomacy;  and,  hailing  it  as  the 
pledge  of  honorable  peace,  and  of  all  the  high  in- 
terests of  civilization  and  improvement  connected 
with  it,  will  hold  to  no  light  responsibility  any,  on 
either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  who,  by  rudely  reject- 
ing it,  fVom  passion  or  caprice,  would  commit  us 
again  to  the  excitements  and  the  hazards  of  a  re- 
newed and  exacerbated  controversy.  •* 


PINB  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

IN  8ENATB. 
TnoBSDAT,  December  5h2,  1842. 

The  bill  introdneed  by  Mr.  Likn,  to  indemnify 
Qeoeral  Jackson  for  the  fine  imposed  on  him. at 
New  Orleans  while  in  the  discbarge  of  his  official 
duty,  came  up  for  consideration,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  (here  being  no  motion  to  amend, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  he  hoped  ihe  bill 
would  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing* If  there  wa?  to  be  any  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  eovld  take  place  upon  the  third  reading.  It 
was  his  desire  that  it  bhould  be  advanced  now,  and 
be  hoped  the  Senate  would  consent  to  the  course 
be  had  pointed  out. 

Mf.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  it  seemed 
to  him  there  was  no  good  reason  for  exempting  it 
from  tha  vrdioary  coarse  of  bills  passing  through 
the  Senate — that  of  referring  it  loan  appropriate 
committee.  Indeed,  it  seemed  the  more  necessary 
that  this  b)11.4>bould  now  take  ibis  coarse,  in  con- 
«(()BeB€e  of  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  subject  had  been  recommended  to  the  consider- 
atioii  of  Congress  in  the  President's  message.  If 
it  is  a  subject  of  soch  importance  to  the  geaeral 
wdlare,  as  to  call  for  that  recommendttion»  it  must 
•viely  he  out  which  it  is  proper  should  tahe  the 


consider  it  inoportant— what  committee  it 
should  be  referred  to;  but  he  would  suggest  that 
probaVly  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  the 
most  appropriate. 

Mr.  LliNN  contended  that  there  was  nothing 
unusual  in  the  mitnner  in  which  he  had  introduced 
the  bill,  or  itjs  present  position  on  the  calendar.  It 
was  the  same  bill  which  he  had  introduced  last 
s9&»ion,  and  which  was  defeated  by  an  amendment 
that  obliged  him  and  his  friends  to  vote  against  its 
passage.  The  subject  had  b;ea  folly  discussed 
^then,  and  he  really  thought  exhausted.  It  had  been 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  returned 
without  any  additional  light.  He  could,  therefore, 
see  BO  use  in  such  delay  now.  And  as  to  the  Sen- 
ator's remarks  in  reference  tcTthe  Presidein'«  mes- 
sage, he  should  say  that  it  wai  not  at  all  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recommendation  in  it,  that  he  had 
introduced  the  bill;  for  if  it  never  had  been  men- 
tioned, he  should  have  introduced  the  bill  the  first  op- 
portunity afforded,  in  the  exact  form  in  which  it  is 
n#w  before  the  Senate,  being  the  very  same  bill 
which  was  defeatfd  last  session.  The  whole  sub- 
ject is  compressed  into  as  few  words  as  possible, 
and  requires  no  elaborate  report  of  a  Committee. 
When  up  last  session,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  contrary  to  his  wishes  and 
remonstrance.  He  then  thought  (and  was  still 
of  tbe  same  opinion)  that,  as  the  introducer  and 
mover  of  the  bill,  he  was  in  courtesy  entitled  to 
make  choice  of  a  direct  vote  on  its  adoption  or 
rejeetioo,  in  preference  to  its  commitment  or  mod- 
ification. He  kiMW  that,  if  referred  to  a  hostile 
committee,  it  roust  receive  an  adverse  report.  The 
Judiciary  Committee  last  session  returned  it  to  the 
Senate  for  its  own  decisicn — ^perhaps  not  being  able 
to  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
report,  which  should  be  made. 

The  bill  was  very  simple ;  it  required  but  few 
words  to  express  its  object}  that  it  clearly  did,  with- 
out the  s  ightest  reference  to  any  controverted 
point;  and,  theiefore,  he  could  not  see  any  rea- 
sonable objection  to  letting  it  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  if  then  any  gen- 
tleman wished  to  enter  into  discussion,  he  would 
be  ready  to  show  why  he  thought  the  bill  onght  to 
pass.  It  might,  by  common  consent,  now  be  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage,  and  the  discussion  might  prr- 
ceed;  or,  if  it  was  thought  more  desirable,  a  day 
next  Wfek  might  be  fixed  for  debate,  and  the  sub- 
ject might  be  so  postponed.  When  he  introduced 
the  bill,  bis  only  reason  for  then  fixing  a  day  for 
its  consideration  as  a  special  order,  was  to  proceed 
with  it  in  conformity  with  the  course  pursiKd  by 
the  Senator  fiom  New  York  [Mr.  Taluhdob]  on 
introducing  his  exchequer  bill,  which  was  made 
the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next,  without  being 
referred  to  any  committee.  He  wished  this  to  take 
the  same  course,  presuming  thftt  it  required  no 
elaborate  report  from  any  committee^and  that 
there  could  exist  no  desire  to  give  it  unnecessary 
delay.  He  would  now  propose  that  the  bill  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  (or  a  third  reading,  and 
that  the  discussion  be  postponed  till  it  came  up  on 
its  third  readine. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  objected,  that  if  the  course 
pointed  out  by  his  friend  from  Missouri  were 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  placed  beyond  the 
stage  of  reference  and  amendment,  even  should  it 
appear  in  discussion  that  either  were  necessary. 
There  was,  he  thought,  one  fact  not  touched  upon, 
which  placed  the  matter  ia  a  light  somewhat  differ- 
ent from  that  reflected  upon  it  last  session.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  Senate  that,  when  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
last  session,  and  when  the  committee  returned  tbe 
bill  without  a  report,  it  was  because  the  committee 
had  no  evidence  before  it,  either  documentary,  his- 
torical, or  otherwise,  upon  which  it  could  base  a 
report.  Now,  the  case  may  ^  quite  different. 
There  may  be  authentic  evidence  to  lay  before  the 
committee ;  it  may  be  in  a  condition  to  advise  the 
Senal^  whkh  it  did  not  feel  authorized  to  do  la^t 
session. 

Jilr*  BAYARD  observed,  that  when  this  matter 


was  aabmitted  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  he 
felt  disposed  to  return  the  fine— not  on  the  groond 
that  there  was  any  legal  claim  on  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,  but  as  a  matter  of  eourteey — 
as  an  additional  acknowledgment  of  servioet 
rendered.  It  seemed,  however,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  advocated  the  bill  were  ttot  satisfied  with  this 
concession,  but  that,  seeking  tbe  absdote  exealni- 
tion  of  the  General,  he  and  his  fiiends  insisted  that 
his  course  on  the  oecaMon  in  which  tbe  fine 
originated,  was  perfectly  jostifiable^ihat  the  ac- 
tion of  the  judge  was  wrong,  and  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  refund  the  fine.  And  this  was  the 
very  isfue  which  demanded  the  amendment  of  the 
bill  whichjbe  had  submitted  at  the  last  session.  It 
certainly,  then,  did  seem  very  odd  that,  ^ter  a  re- 
pose of  nearly  thirty  years,  Congress  should  be 
^lled  upon — after  the  circumstances  had  faded  from 
the  recollection  of  the  community  and  of  individual 
members  of  Congress— to  approve  of  a  high- 
handed >  violation  of  the  Constiinticn  by  one  of  the 
military  officers  of  tbe  (Government.  The  altern- 
ative was  presented  of  either  giving  eoimienanoe 
to  an  implied  approval,  or  expresdy  disavowing 
the  intention  of  passing  any  opinion;  and  the  Sen- 
ate preferred  the  latter  course. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  JSepator  from  Loui- 
siana, [Mr.  Conrad,]  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  now  ena- 
bled to  refer  to  more  documentary  evidence  of  the 
grounds  of  decision  in  the  matter,  than  was  at  his 
disposal  last  session.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  court,  in  ithe  handwrttin|;  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  made  out  at  the  time. 
He  had  read  it  carefully,  and  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  justice  to  the  court  itself — the  perma- 
nent interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States— - 
required  that  the  matter  should  stand  as^iYdoes; 
and  that  it  comports  better  with  tfaMI  interests,  and 
the  reputation  of  the  distinguished  individual  in 
question,  that  tbe  affair  should  rest  on  its  present 
footing.  This  was  the  deliberate  condn^on  to 
which  he  had  come.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  proper 
committee;  and  this  course  was  the  more  necessary, 
seeiog  that  the  avowed  object  of  the  bill  is  to  pro- 
cure a  legislative  recognition  ef  the  legality  of  the 
course  pursued  by  General  Jackson  on  (hat  occa- 
sion. He  himself— his  friends  who  push  this  meas- 
ure in  its  present  shape— say  be  would  disdain  to 
accept  th^  restitution  of  the  fine  as  a  gratuity,  ft  ia 
claimed  as  his  right,  on  the  groond  that  he  was 
perfectly  justifiable.  And  what  is  the  inevitable 
conclusion?  What  but  that,  if  he  was  justifiaUe, 
then  was  the  action  of  the  court  iUfgal  and  nnjos- 
tiGable.  This  is  the  conclusion,  and  there  can  be 
none  other.  He  wcnld  ask,  could  the  Senate,  with 
a  due  seDj"*  of  its  duty,  permit  ^uch  a  conclodont 
Was  it  not  necefsary  that  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  this  ccnclnaioni  and,  therefore,  the  bQl  ought 
to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  that 
its  report  may  place  before  the  Senate  and  the 
country  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  which  it  is  called 
upon  to  act. 

It  is  not  a  light  matter  for  Congress  to  sanction 
the  idea  that  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  their  prop- 
erty, ahd  their  personal  liberty,  may,  with  impu- 
nity, be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a  military  com* 
mander,  and  a  court-martial  of  his  ofikers,  brought 
together  at  his  summons.  He  knew  very  well  that 
there  were  some  vtrj  extraordinary  notions  enter- 
tained on  the  subject  of  m&rtial  law,  which  would 
render  a  court-martial  the  mere  ministers  of  the 
arbitrary  will  of  Ihe  commanding  officer.  Now, 
he  thought  he  was  prepared  to  show  that,  by  tha 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  even  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  much  less  of  an  officer  acting  under  m  com- 
mission derived  from  tbe  Federal  Govemment,  to 
declare  martial  law,  affecting  every  class  of  the 
community.  Congress  may,  uideed,  suspend  the 
privileges  of  the  writ  of  tubios  torpua^  but  cannot 
declare  martial  law  to  be  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  part  of  them.  There  is  a  great 
and  glaring  error  committed  in  this  matter,  by  con- 
founding these  things.  Civil  law  is  that  law  wkieh 
regulates  the  rights  and  duties  of  dtlMns  gen^ 
erally.  Martini  law  Is  a  code  specially  applicable 
to  the  army  and  navy,  and  a^itia  when  called 
into  actual  service,  and  is  a  distinct  coda  ivi  tMr 
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gowrtmtDi.  ETen  in  Lime  oF  war,  ihe  jtivste 
ciliziD,  tba  DOD-GDmbatanf,  cbdhoi  b«  ^U^j<eled.Ul 
iha  code  uhich  govrios  iboee  engsEed  in  vut»it, 
wilhovi  ■  icaDire!<i  -tIoIbijoq  of  bij  civil  righia. 
A.  person  not  enli&lfd  in  ibe  leivice  o[  Ihe  United 
SiaieG,  eiiher  la  the  §rmj  oc  tbe  narj,  oi  in  Ihe 
mililiii  when  in  acidal  setrice,  unnot  be  snbjeeied 
to  Ihe  operadon  of  marilil  lav,  becaaie  Congress 
eoatd  WDfei  ao  snch  pover.     It  it  limited  in  iis 

Gweri.  The  Conslitaiion  s»jf.  Congress  shall 
ve  power  to  declare  war,  lo  ttist  armicr,  <o  pro- 
vide a  Davy,  10  provide  armg  and  mnniiions  of 
war,  and  lo  make  rales  for  Ibe  goTernment  of  the 
land  and  naval  rorcei.  Oa  Ihe^e  limited  and  spe- 
cific roweis,  it  bai  been  infened  thai  "Congiesa 
niA;  declife  mariial  law.  To  avoid  Ibia  reij  cdd- 
elnsioQ,  ibere  is  an  express  provision  in  Ibe  vtiy% 
neit  lectloa,  among  ibe  reslriotiaca  ob  the  power 
of  CoDgresf,  dectariog  that  the  Mmed]>  of  Ihe  writ 
of  Aaitot  c«7nu  shall  nei  be  snzpeadcd,  aul«ss  in 
casei  of  rebellion  or  invasion. 

A  6taie  of  war,  then,  aniborizei  Ike  auspensioD 
of  Ibe  piivtlegit  of  tbe  writ  of  tahot  cvrpw,  which 
ia  Ibe  lacrad  icstiQment  of  libertj  in  Ibe  hands  of 
tba  Suie  anihDriiie!>i  but  does  not  give  ibe  right  of 
decluiog  niaiiial  law,  as  applicable  to  ibe  commn- 
Ditj  geaeiallj,  aabjeeling  tbe  ciliien  la  a  code 
which  is  EDDUnaty  in  ils  proceeding},  and  aibilrarj 
in  iig  Jadgments.  No  citizen,  unless  wi'b  his  can 
coiweni,  is  amenable  lo  ibe  mililary  code;  and  thai 
occurs  when  he  eoUsts  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  is 
called  into  action  as  part  of  the  militia.  There  is 
an  eiprees  provision  in  the  5ih  article  of  the  amend- 
menia'io  ihi  Conatiiniion,  which  gaards  againat 
tncb  a  lesnll,  by  decliting  that  "no  perion  shall 
be  held  lo  answer  for  a  capital,  or  olhetwifc  infa- 
mons  crime,  nn^na  on  a  preMntmenl  or  indictment 
of  a  grand  jnry,  eicepi  in  ca-es  arising  in  ihe  land 
or  naval  furces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  aetnal 
service,  in  lime  of  war  or  public  danger."  Tba 
only  power  QoTernmeni  has  lo  eslablith  a  c«de  of 
martial  lav,  is  in  relation  tu  those  who  are  enlieled 
in  its  land  and  naval  forces,  including  ibe  miliiia. 
It  is  lo  be  regreticd  that  su1±  etroneons  notions, 
avowed  in  relation  lo  matiial  law,  shontd  pre/ail 
in  a  eoDDIry  boasling  of  iia  civil  libetly.  All  Con- 
greas  can  do,  even  in  Ibe  caies  of  war  and  iiiva<>ion, 
is  lo  EBspend  the  privilege  of  the  wilt  of  hahtaa 
catpm;  and  ihat  can  be  done  by  Congress  only — 
not  by  an  officer  of  Ibe  QoverameDt  viiboul  i's  au- 
Iboriiy,  Bat  Ibat  snspeDsion  of  ihe  writ,  tli bough  it 
may  leave  the  individBal  subject  lo  Ihe  inconveni- 
ence of  (emporary  restraint,  does  not  EDbjecl  him 
10  be  tried  and  punished  by  ibe  miliiar)(  code.  If 
an  individnal,  no  matter  taov  high  in  commission, 
or  how  mucb  impelled  by  necessity,  nsurpa  the 
power,  be  cannot  be  aiid  toaci  righirnily.ihongb 
he  mky  be  eicaied.  A  high  and  imperious  neeei- 
Mly  may  eiiel,  which  can  alone  form  his  eica^ef 
and  wbeneversdch  a  ca&eb  presented,  he  (Ur.B.) 
would  sostaiB  ibe  officer.  Wheiher  inch  was  tbe  faet 
in  the  case  of  Qi^DeiBl  JackEcn,sboa!d  be  dis'iDciIy 
Killed.  And  ihe  report  of  tbe  conmiiire,  prescnl- 
ing  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  would  place  Ihe  mai- 
ler on  tba  righi  fooling,  and  prevent  any  erroneous 
eonelnsiona  in  relaiion  to  tbi^  qnesttoo  of  maritat 
Jaw. 

He  had  dwell  on   this  poinl,  because  he  con- 
ceived these  views  loo  important  to  be  overlooked. 
He  had  been  induced  lo  go  Ibns  minutely  into  Ibe 
ing  ihat  it  coniaina  a 

I  aad  properly,  bol  ihe 

deareti  rights,  and  iis 
I  le  of  the  most  perilont 

I  rrsnehBKihisaovetn- 

ioiled*officer,  haa,  and 
sfor  amomtni.  He 
propriety  of  ihe  reler- 


D  of  Ibe  meas- 
in  Delaware  made  n<e 
:r rations,  which  de- 
rhal  Senator  saye:  "It 
Jackson's  friends  ihat 
D  eonfoimity  with  ih« 
If  ihcTe  wu  any  indi- 


vidaal  among  ibe  fiieiids  ofQcnerBl  Jackton  whu 
made  om  of  any  sneh  argnmeDt  daring  the  diicn»- 
Mon  of  this  bill  last  sesstoB,  or  at  any  other  time, 
he  had  noi  heard  ii;  and  certain  be  was  Ihat  be  had 
not  bim-'ilf  Dsed  one  expteision  to  ihat  effect, 
Wbal  he  and  his  friends  did  say  was,  that  General 
Jackson,  under  the  cirenmttances  in  which  he  was 
placed,  acted  nobly,  and  neriled  the  approval  and 
gratitude  of  the  whole  conntry,  so  fully,  nnequivo- 
cally,  and  repeatedly  awarded  to  him  Ihen,  and 
ever  since  Ihe  iraniactien.  He  was  not  ihe  man 
voluntarily  to  abandon  his  daty  to  hii  country  ii^ 
sDcb  a  eri(j.<:,  and  take  refuge  behind  tbe  letter  of  ihe 
CaDEiilullon  for  bis  excuse,  after  both  country  and 
CoDstimiian  were  destroyed  by  an   invading 


emy.     He  was  ni 


the  a 


b  line  of 


eondacL 

He  had  not  sought  to  place  ibe  bill  on  any 
gronod  different  fiom  that  on  which  bills  bereio- 
lore  had  been  placed  for  refonding  officers  in  ike 
public  service  flnea  incurred,  or  jndgmeati  award- 
ed against  them,  for  official  acu  done  for  ihe  benefit 
ot  tbe  country.  Money  paid  by  them,  In  compli- 
ance with  the  mandales  of  Ihe  law,  had  been  re- 
fnnded  by  Congress;  and  upon  the  same  ground  ly 
placed  this  bill — thai  of  restoring  to  Ihe  pnUic  cer- 
vtDl  money  paid  by  bim  for  the  public  good.  He 
bad  no  wish  lo  go  any  further  vitk  the  subject  tkan 
tbbj  and  would  not,  unless  compelled  by  the  re- 
marks of  others.  He  had  no  desire  lo  disturb  tbe 
question  of  the  constiiationaliiy  of  tbe  matier.  Tbe 
qaeslion  was,  simply,  wheiher  Oeneral  Jackson 
["ball  have  the  same  measure  of  jastiee  eii«nded  to 
bim,  which  has  been  eiiended  to  olhei  olBeers  of 
tb|  Governmem — even  lo  the  lowest  in  grade  of 
your  reveaue  officers.  The  cases  of  Qeneralt 
Brovn  ahd  Wilkinson,  Colonel  Pardy,  Ac,  will 
present  Ibruselves  ai  once  to  the  memory  of  Sen- 
ators; tbey  being  of  a  high  military  charaeier.  This 
bill  must  pass.  '  Tbe  Ameiican  people  have  willeil 
it.  It  is  not  with  them  a  parly  question.  All  go 
for  il — Jew  and  Uentile,  Democrat  and  Whig;  and 
it  should  be  done  promptly. 

He  should  repeat,  that  the  friends  of  this  meas> 
lire  bad  not  argaed  il  on  the  ground  of  the  act  for 
which  the  line  was  incurred  beiag  eonslitaiiona). 
He  apprehended  not  one  of  his  frinnds  bad  laken 
that  position,  and  that  Iheieiore  tbe  Senator  from 
Delaware  was  in  error  in  supposing  it  was  so  ad- 
vccaied-  The  consiimiional  qnesiion  was  a  re- 
MTvtd  ftufiim.  The  friends  of  tbe  bill  never  urged 
it  on  thai  gionad;  Ibey  never  (Bid  aught  aboni  ihe 
Judge  being  right  or  wrong-.  There  might  bave 
been  those  whu  disapproved  of  Ihe  course  pursued 
by  Ibe  Judge,  and  to  condemned  it-  Bat,  whether 
they  did  so  or  not,  it  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
Ihe  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  wbit^  was  discon- 
nected from  any  question  of  that  kind.  Aiid,  ai 
lo  Ihe  record  refened  lo  by  Ibe  Sedator  from  Dela> 
ware,  he  knew  not  what  it  contained;  but  he  hoped 
Ihe  Senator  would  move  to  have  it  printed.  L^i 
it  come  to  light,  and  not  be  kept  floaiiog  abont  in 
holes  and  corners  If  there  is  anylbiog  in  it  of 
such  impotlance  aa  is  supposed,  it  is  right  il  should 
be  made  knonii — light  that  the  eonnlty  should  see 

It  has  been  intlmaled  by  Ihe  Benalor  from  £.oui- 
aiana  [Mr.  Cohbih]  that  Ibis  bill,  after  so  locg  a 
delay  on  the  pan  of  General  Jackson  and  his 
friends,  was  a  potiolaiity-haniing  fclieme.  It  may 
be  so;  if  doing  jusliee  to  a  venerable  patriot  soldier 
and  siaiesuan  would  gain  him  favor  with  hlaconn 
trymen,  he  must  Bunfess  be  desired  ii,  for  he  coT- 
eied  ibe  popularity  which  would  spring  from  doing 
right;  he  dasired  no  oiher- 

II  vonld  Im  obvioas  to  tbe  mosteasnal  observer, 
Ihat  General  JsckscQ  c^ aid  not,  in  ihc  plenilade 
of  power,  ask  ibal  this  motey  Aonld  be  refucded 
ax  a  mark  of  approbatii.n  of  his  conduci;  nor  Mr, 
Van  Bnrcn  and  bis  friends; — as  ihe  &ret  was  he- 
cased  of  sub-ervieacy,  and  the  tatter  of  wearing 
"collars."  No;  ii  is  reserved  for  the  Whigs — lo 
bis  political  opponenis — to  acl  with  juaiice  and 
magnanimity,  and  do  ihe  deed  ibemselves :  lbs 
more  magnanimous,  from  ibe  Niter  political  war 
Ihai  has  been  waged  for  to  many  years. 

He  frankly  confessed  thai  it  bad  escaped  bis  at- 
lendon.  It  vaa  &tsi  excited  by  iba  debatea  in  the 
Legialamrei  of  the  SialtB  of  New  Yoflt  ni  Ohtoi 


and  of  ih«  prtaeBtaiion  ot  imirnoiieBa  ie  the  How 
o{  Bepreseniatives  in  (tvor  of  this  MKasore  fraa 
the  Sjaie  of  HichigaD;  in  which  latter,  leaaiki 
were  qitertd  by  anindirldnal  alike  injarlMa  m 
bimselfand  to  Gen.  Jackson,  for  heaiaicd(aiHi. 
L.  andeisiood)  ibal  ihe  General  had  not  paid  ik 
amount  of  tbe  Que  himself^t  being  paid  oj  atbo. 
Could  there  be  a  harsher  releeiion  apon  the  boast 
and  niegriiy  of  the  man  who  b»d  perilled  ill  In 
his  connir)!  It  was,  iben,  important  to  ibcQi^ 
ral'e  Came  that  all  donbt  sbovld  ceaaa  ajn  iai 
point;  that  the  hisiorinl  faet  of  the  paymcat  rf  ikt 
amount  of  ihe  fine  out  of  hisoanfandaabeallti 
placed  beyond  cavil  oi  dispaie,  whilst  be  wm  yttia 
Ibe  land  of  the  living. 

Mr.  BATARDdid  not  know  that  ibeBsMtoi 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Lihr]  had,  in  debahBg  te 
subject  last  session,  put  the  claim  on  tkaigromd; 
but  be  (Mr.  Bitabs)  had  a  distinct  recoUutioa 
tbaiaome  one  on  bis  (Ur.  i.ian'Bj  tide  of  theqa» 
lion  did,  and  ihal  the  general  giat  of  the  affVmtit 
urged  by  Ibe  friends  of  the  bill,  was,  Ihat  Qedcnl 
Jlck-'on  was  petfecily  justified  in  rcsiattag  Uu 
Judge's  mandate.  How,  he  was  te»df  lo  adwt 
ihaliipight  have  been  a  case  of  Ibe  tuonf^ 
ntceasiiy.  All  be  wanted  waa,  ihat  this  {win 
should  be  settled.  Let  a  leporl  ol  Ihc  — "■'■^ 
be  made,  potliag  the  matier  on  its  trae  fomdadea. 
Letit  beabowQibat  iiwasacaseo{b'gbBeaewty~ 
Ihat,  under  ihe  circnmsiances  iben  eusiiag,  Gta- 
eral  Jaekson  was  eicmablf;  and  thnt,  ihatfoR, 
the  fine  ought  to  be  refunded  to  him.  But  In  bM 
a  bill,  which  is  soEcepiible  of  a  diffefeni  eoamo- 
HOB,  be  passed,  in  the  face  of  a  eoustrveiion  wkklt 
all  know  il  intended  to  be  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  obwrved  that  he  tw 
merely  to  make  an  explanation.  He  andenHnd 
t-iat,  wben  ihe  bill  last  session  was  referred  lo  Iks 
Commiiice  on  the  Jadiciarj,  and  it  made  its  repoti, 
all  ike  facis  were  not  before  il.  Now,  a  dilTcnat 
sliievf  facts  was  pieienied.  In  referring  tbe  bill 
to  Ibe  same  committee,  it  would  be  Bceompuial 
by  anaaibtnticaled  document,  affording  infonu- 
lion  10  enable  Uk  commiliee  lo  make  a  talafaatwy 
report.  The  docBmenl  he  allndad  lo  waathalia 
the  baads  of  the  Senator  from  DeUwkn,  He  wai 
of  opinion  that  the  bill  ovght  to  take  the  acdinaiy 
CO  Dree  of  refareuee. 

Mr.  BAYASD  remarked,  ibat  be  had  ben 
banded  the  paper  to  whicji  he  bad  referred  by  Ihc 
Senator  irom  Loaistana,  [Ur.  Coiun,]  to  whoa 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  Ihe  Senator  ^m  Loiit- 
iana  [Ur.  ConaiD]  would  preaent  it  to  the  Seaalc, 
and  Bkk  Ibal  it  be  printed-  It  is  alladedio  til 
paper  cooiaining  important  facis,  and  it  wa>  Umk- 
fore  desirable  ihat  it  shonld  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONRAD  observed,  that,  owiog'talhepMB. 
liar  posiiion  in  which  he  stood  inrfgard  tolhebill— 
which  had  procured  bim  tbe  honor  of  a  ODaln- 
versy  partaking  lomewbat  of  a  personal  charaen 
wiih  Ibe  distingoi^hed  individual  tor  whose  beiifil 
It  is  iniended — be  bad  determined  lo  take  no  paltii 
this  debate,  but,  having  already  folly  eipmaed  lu 
views,  to  give  a  silent  vote.  He  ehODiduotaov 
depart  from  tbis  resolaiion,  except  to  reply  to  u 
oberration  which  fell  from  ibe  Senator  front  His- 
Bouri,  [Mr- LiMi.]  That  Senator  remarked  that 
the  copy  of  the  record  referred  lo  by  the  SeiitM 
f[„m  Delaware  was  ffoaiing  abont  in  holes  aad 
corners  of  Ibe  Sena'e.  He  did  doi  Icaowrneilf 
what  meaning  to  aiiicb  to  ihe  eipreisioD. 

Mr.  LINN  interposed  to  assure  the  Senator  trim 
Louisiana  ihat  he  did  not  intend  by  it  anytbiig  «(- 
fenslve  or  pergonal  lo  bim. 

Mr.  CONRAD  hoped  noi;  bnt  Ibe  exprBmi 
wax  calcalaied  to  convey  the  idea  that  there  W 
some  mysiery  or  secrecy  conneeied  wiih  this  dwa- 
menl;  an:*,  as  Ihe  Senator  from  Delaware  hid  ra- 
ce ived  it  from  him,  he  wnold  beg  leave  10  infem 
the  Senate  how,  and  for  what  purpose,  he  bad  pn-    | 

Shorly  after  the  rejeciion  ofihis  bill,  taamv 
mer,  finding  it  resascitatcd  iu  the  House,  andHp  j 
posing  ii  would  prubably  te  his  duiy  again  to  *glt 
on  il,  be  deiermiaed  lo  prrcute  all  ihe  taformaflM 
be  could  in  relation  lo  ihe  facis  of  tbe  case.  Bi 
aceordiogly  wrote  lo  the  clerk  of  tbe  cant,  befen  J 
'  which  the  proceedingi  hid-tatmi  plaee,  reipMMhl  ■ 


Dee.l«4fi. 
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Irimlo  catue  an  aaihcntieaiMi  copv  <  f  the  reeord 
to  banadti  aadforwaiided  to  him.  TbiH  was  done. 
IfaBatime,  boirever,  a  friend  m  New  Orleans  had 
tent  him  the  copy  now  in  the  bandr  of  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  which  he  brought  to  ihe  Senate  a 
few  days  ago,  when  this  bill  was  last  op,  and  ex- 
hibited it  to  several  members  as  a  document  a^'Cf  r- 
taioiog  the  proce^ding.^  connected  with  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  fine  on  Gkne/al  Jackson.  By  a  singn- 
)ar  chance,  it  is  a  copy  made  ooi  shortly  after  the 
proceeding  occorred,  and  is  certified  by  the  clerk 
who  officiated  in  them.  It  is  dated  in  D  cember, 
18J6.  The  gentleman  who  sent  it  to  him  stated 
(as  well  aa  he  recollected)  that  it  had  been  foond 
among  the  papers  of  some  person  deceased,  by  the 
neiarj  wha  made  the  inTeatery  of  bit  estate,  and 
hid^heen  presenred  as  a  cnriosiiy. 

So  tar  had  it  been  from  his  (Mr.  Conrid's)  in- 
tention,  or  that  of  any  other  Senator,  to  suppress 
this  document,  that  it  was  determined  to  lay  it 
before  the  committee  to  which  the  bill  should  be 
reftrred,  if  it  were  referred^  or  to  submit  it  ^o 
the  Senate  if  the  bill  were  not  referred.  In  the 
meantime,  it  had  been  shown  to  many  Senators, 
who  had  expressed  a  enriosily  to  see  it;  and  it 
was  BOW  at  the  senrioe  ef  the  Senator  from 
Minoorj,  if  he  desired  to  examine  it.  Perhaps, 
faidfei,  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  that  Senator,  and  hare  It  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  senate. 

On  the  question  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
he  would  only  ssy  that  it  was  entirely  indifferent 
to  hfm  what  course  the  bill  might  take.  It  must 
be  recollected,  however,  that  in  fact  there  had 
been,  as  yet,  no  report  on  the  bill^the  committee 
to  which  the  former  bill  was  referred  having  had 
no  evidence  before  it  upon  which  it  was  consid* 
cred  a  report  conid  be  based.  If  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  really  to  have  this 
money  refunded  to  Qeneral  Jackson  on  terms  hon* 
orable  to  him,  (and  he  did  not  doubt  that  this  was 
his  object,)  and  not  to  make  polit'icaJ  capital  oat  of 
the^qiiNPftioni  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  only  way 
in  which  his  object  eoold  be  attained  would  be  by 
the  reference  of  the  bill.  What  was  the  Senator 
now  attempting?  To  have  the  bill  adopted  by  the 
id^ideal  body  which,  af^er  a  protracted  diseossion, 
rpjeeie^  it  VT  a  large  majority,  not  five  months sfo. 
He  sehmitted  to  that  Senator^  candor,  whether 
he  coald  expect  the  Senate  to  reverse  its  former 
decision,  except  on  such  evidence  as  !%hMi1d  satisfy 
the  majority  they  were  wrong?  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  bill  were  referred  to  a  committee,  the  facts 
might  be  reported,  and  some  mode  might  be  sug- 
gested in  its  tepoft  by  which  the  money  could  be 
refunded  to  ueneral  Jackson,  without  doing  any 
injuiBtice  to  the  character  of  others,  or  encouraging 
1)m  exetciae,  by  future  military  commanders, 
of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  and 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  subject.  The  Senatrr  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Bataa]>]  had  been  discharging  his  heavy  artillery 
against  nothing.  He  had  not  even  a  target  to  aim 
at.  Ii  had  never  been  contended  on  this  floor  that 
a  military  commander  possessed  the  power,  under 
the  Cossiitntion  of  the  United  States,  to  declare 
martial  law.  No  snch  principle  had  ever  been 
a^ sprted  on  this  (the  Democratic)  side  of  (he  House. 
He  bad  been  induced  to  make  this  disclaimer  in 
consf  quence  of  an  attack  which  bad  been  made 
npoi^him,  ina  well-written  pamphlet  signed  **A 
Kentookian,"  for  having  advocated  such  a  doc* 
trine,  in  conjunction,  strangely  enough,  with  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  BaaaiKii]  and  a  dieiin- 
gaiahed  member  of  the  other  House,  [Mr.  Adams  ] 
He  did  not  know  who  might  be  the  author  Of  this 
pamphiat;  bat  he  must  express  his  surprise  how 
any  candid  man,  who  had  read  his  remarks  at  the 
last  seseien  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
mission of  General  Jackson*^  fine,  could  have 
fallen  into  such  an  error.  He  bad  then  expressly 
declared  (and  the  published  report  of  the  debate, 
which  he  bad  recently  examined,  would  justify 
him  in  Ibis  assertion)  that  we  did  not  contend, 
strictly  speaking,  that  General  Jackson  had  any 
coiMtitniional  right  to  declare  martial  law  at  New 
Orleans;  btu  tl^^i,  as  this  exercise  of  power  was  the 


enemy,  he  fttood  amply  justified  l>efore  his  country 
for  the  aei*  We  placed  the  argument  not  upon  the 
giouad  of  strict  constitutifinal  right,  but  of  such 
an  overruling  necessity  as  left  G^eneral  Jackson  no 
alternative  but  the  establi«hment  of  martial  law,  or 
the  sacrifice  of  New  Orleans  to  the  rapine  and  lust 
of  the  British  soldiery.  On  this  ground  Mr  B. 
had  planted  himself  firmly  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress;  and  here  he  intended  to  remain. 

In  the  history  of  every  nation  at  war,  ca?es  might 
occur  of  such  extreme  and  overpowering  necessi* 
ty,  that,  in  order  to  save  the  country,  a  military 
commander  might  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  martial  law.  Emergencies  might 
exist,  in  which  he  would  be  guilty  of  culpable  neg- 
ligence, if  he  refused  to  adopt  this  expedient.  This 
was  eminently  the  position  of  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans.  If,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  a  trai- 
torous correspondence  was  carried  on  with  the  ene- 
my, aod  that  no  other  means  of  arresting  it  exist- 
ed, he  would  justly  have  exposed  himself  to  the 
severest  censure,  bad  he  suffered  the  city  to  be 
sacked,  rather  than  save  it  by  declaring  martial 
law.  But,  in  every  such  case,  the  commanding 
(eneral  acted  upon  hia  own  responsibility,  and  at 
his  own  peril;  and  must  afterwards  appeal  to  his 
country  for  his  justification.  To  that  country  he 
had  made  his  appeal,  and  it  had  nobly  justified  his 
conduct.  It  was  an  act  of  the  most  heroic  patriot- 
ism—of the  sternest  duty.  Most  fortunate  had  it 
been  for  na,  that  a  man  commanded  in  that  city 
who  never  shrunk  from  personal  responsibility 
when  his  conntry  was  in  danger. 

Gkneral  Jackson's  situation  at  New  Orleans  pre* 
aent^  the  case  par  exeiUenc$  for  such  an  exercise  of 
power.  If  we  were  to  search  the  history  of  the 
world  for  examples — if  imagination  were  permit- 
ted to  take  the  widest  range,  we  could  not  present, 
or  even  fancy,  a  case  more  strongly  justifying,  in 
every  particular,  the  declaration  of  martial  law, 
than  that  which  existed  at  New  Orleans.  All  the 
attendant  circumstances  are  now  matters  of  au- 
thentic history.  General  Jackson  was  sent  to  de- 
fend our  great  Western  commercial  city  against 
the  British  forces.  He  was  almost  destitute  of  regu- 
lar soldiers.  A  few  thousand  raw  militia,  suddealy 
brought  together,  constituted  nearly  his  whole  ar- 
my. All  that  he  had  to  rely  upon  was  their  native 
but  undisciplined  courage.  He  had  to  organize 
them,  tO'difcipliae  them,  to  infuse  into  them  his 
own  indomitable  spirit,  and  then  to  lead  them  to 
battle  and  to  victory. 

And  what  was  the  condition  and  character  of  the 
enemy  again&t  whom  he  had  to  contend?  The 
British  General  commanded  a  numerous  and  well* 
provided  army  of  regulars,  in  a  perfect  state  of 
discipline,  and  flashed  with  victory  over  the  con- 
querors of  Europe.  Such  were  the  fearfhl  odda 
against  General  Jackson!  We  can  all  remember 
that,  for  a  time,  despair  sat  on  almost  every  coun- 
tenance; and  we  have  beeitinformed  that  when  the 
news  of  the  victory  reached  Congress,  there  was 
such  a  burst  of  enthusiastic  joy  as  had  never  been 
witnessed  befbre  in  these  halls.  This  waa  the 
effusion  of  patriotic  hearts  upon  the  delivery  of 
their  country  from  fearful  and  impending  danger. 

By  what  means  did  the  General  achieve  this  great 
and  glorious  victory? 

Louisiana  had  been  a  Spanish  province  but  a 
few  years  before.  Its  ancient  inhabitants  had  not 
become  warmly  attached  to  our  Constitntion  and 
laws,  as  they  are  at  present.  Besides,  there  were 
many  discontented  foreigners  within  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  Whilst  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitatSts displayed  their  patriotism  and  ihtir  cour- 
age on  the  field  of  battle,  the  city  harbored  within  its 
bosom  a  number  of  traitors,  who  were  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy.  The  General's  weakness 
and  his  plan  of  defence  were  in  this  manner  com- 
municated to  the  British  commander,  who  was 
thus  instructed  in  the  best  mode  of  attack. 

General  Jackson  was  thus  placed  in  a  position  of 
awful  responsibility.  On  the  one  hand,  he  was 
aware  that  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  conferred 
upon  him  no  authority  to  declare  martial  law ; 
whilst,  on  the  other,  he  knew  that  the  establishment 
of  martial  law  was  the  only  human  means  of  a^ 
resting  this  ijraUoroua  correspondence  with  the  ene» 
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fprmedi  he  bad  consoifed  the  leading  inhabitants  of 
New  Orleans,  who  eptirely  approved  ibe  measure. 

Suppose  General  Jackson  had  refo.oed  to  estab- 
lish martiaT  law,  and  the  city  had  hren  esptured: 
how  could  tie  then  have  justified  his  conduct  to 
his  coubtry?  Coold  he  have  said,  "1  knew  there 
was  a  band  of  traitors  within  (he'  city,  who  were 
in  correspondence  with  the  enemy;  I  knew  that,  In 
this  manner,  all  my  plans  for  its  defence  would  be 
defeated;  I  knew  that,  by  declaring  martial  law,  the 
city  could  have  been  saved:  I  knew  alllhis,  but 
such  was  my  reverence  for  the  letier  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that,  rather  than  Tiolate  it,  I  determined 
that  New  Orleans  should  be  surrendered  to  the  pos- 
session and  pillage  x>f  the  enemy?  I  would  not, 
even  for  a  few  days,  restrain  the  constitutSonal 
liberty  of  the  citizens,  even  to  secure  the  perma- 
nent salvation  of  the  city.*' 

No,  sir,  no.  Excusable  is  not  the  word.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  stands  justified— ^mply  jastified<— in 
the  judgment  of  his  whole  counuy,  for  bis  con- 
duct. This  18  no  party  question;  at  least,  so  fhr 
as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the  people. 
Posterity  has  already  decided  the  question;  t^pcaose 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed 
since  the  event.  The  passage  of  tb^9  Mil,  tbere- 
fbre ,  is  only  important  as  it  will  embody  public 
sentiment,  and  place  upon  the  records  of  the  nadon 
the  vindication  of  their  General. 

Mr.  B.  had  confidently  hoped  that,  in  this  era  of 
good  feeling,  the  bill  might  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  without  ^  word  of  comment.  It  was  destined 
to  pars;  it  would  pa^  it  must  pass,  and  that'  at 
no  distant  day.  This  act  of  justice  towards  Gen** 
eral  Jackson  would  as  certainly  be  performed  aa 
that  the  American  people  were  erateful  to  their 
distinguished  benefactor.  The9why  delay  it? 
I>t  the  healing  balm  of  our  approbation  ^o  home 
to  him  whilst  he  was  yet  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
Mr.  B.  strongly  appealed  to  his  patriotic  and  gal- 
lant  political  enemies  in  the  Senate  to  suff'er  the 
bill  to  pass  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks  against  the 
reference,  and  argued  in  Justification  of  the  declafa- 
tion  of  menial  law  by  General  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans.  He  maintained  that  its  declaration  was 
indi^nsable  to  the  safety  of  that  city,  and  that 
the  necessity  was  a  full  jasiification  of  the  act. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  follawed  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Allen. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that  his  remarks  had 
been  misconceived  in  the  report  quoted  by  the  au- 
thor of  the  pamphlet  signed  **A  c^entuckian  '*  I 
said  (continued  Mr.  B.)  in  the  debate  which  took 
place  at  the  last  session,  I  gave  no  oj[>iaipo  as  to 
the  right  of  a  military  commander  to  establish  mar- 
"tial  law,  unless  the  expiession  of  my  bdief,  that 
Judge  Hall  was  bound  to  issue  the  writ  of  haktt 
corpus,  may  be  considered  ss  a  denial  of  it:  for  the 
very  obvious  reason  that  that  right  and  this  obliga- 
tion could  not  co-exist.  If  martial  law  was  right- 
fully established  in  New  Orleans,  superseding,  in 
the  extent  which  was  practically  given  to  it,  all 
civil  authority,  Judgs  Hall,  ihos  stripped  of  author- 
ity, could  have  been  under  no  obligation  to  i^sue 
this  writ.  When,  therefore,  I  asserted  this  obliga- 
tion, (which  I  did  expressly  in  that  debate,)  I  denied 
inferentiaUj  the  right  to  establish  martial  law. 

I  did,  however,  say  on  that  occasion,  and  now 
repeat  it,  that,  if  Gen.  Jackson  l>elieved  (and  I  did 
not  question  the  sincerity  of  his  belief)  ihat  the 
safety  of  New  Orleans  required  the  conficement 
or  removal  of  Louallier,  and  persons  similarly  sit- 
uated, he  was  excusable  in  disobeying  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  relying  upon  the  conntry  to  absolve 
him  from  a  responsibility  which  he  had  assumed, 
by  adopting  a  measure  which  be  deemed  neceesarj^ 
for  its  defence,  when  the  responsibility  of  making 
that  defence  was  thrown  upon  him.  I  do  not  rec- 
ollect that  any  gentleman  asserted  in  that  debate 
that  General  Jackson  had  a  right,  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  esta^ 
lish  martial  law  in  the  military  district  under  his 
command— that  is,  to  subject  its  inhabitants  to  the 
roles  and  articles  of  war.  There  were  those  who 
maintained  that  he  was  justifiable  in  doing  so; 
which  I  did  not.  When  it  was  admitted  that  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  t^e  United  States  gave  no 
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bccaast  the  authority  of  Qeneral  Jackson  as  the 
militarj  eommandet  of  that  distriet  was  derived, 
and  obnld  be  derived,  only  from  thal^ConsUtalion 
and  laws;  and  heyond  these,  he  conld  bare  no 
rightfal  authority.  I  held,  how«Ter,  that  the  act 
of  disobedience  to  the  writ  of  Mem  eorjm  was  ex- 
cusable, if  it  was  done  under  a  belief  that  it  was 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  dty  with  the  de- 
t'encc  of  which  he  was  intrasted. 

Mr  PORTER  said  he  wonld  not  have  detained 
the  Senate  a  moment  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion, 
hot  for  the  fact  that  he  considered .  himself  as 
called  oof  by  the  allusion  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Liiin]  to  ceruin  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legtslature  of  Michigan  a  year 
•go,  purporting  to  instruct  the  Senators  (Vom  that 
State  on  this  floor  how  to  rote  on  this  bill.  It  is 
true,  diat  such  resolutions  were  sent  to  me,  and 
were  in  my  hands  pen<iiDg  this  bill  during  the  last 
asnion.  It  is  also  true,  that  I  did  not  present  them 
to  the  Senate.  I  regarded  them  as  a  legislative 
exptfssion  of  opinion,  addressed  to  myself  only, 
and  not  to  this  body.  They  assumed  to  control 
my  action  here,  but  not  that  of  anybody  else. 
They  related  merely  to  a  priTate  claim  of  small 
pecuniary  amount,  and  not  tp  any  great  measure 
of  national'  policy.  It  was  not  necessary  they 
ahould  be  presented,  in  older  that  iheir  moral 
eflfeet  should  be  felt  here;  for  the  fact  that  this  legis- 
Cive  movement  had  been  made,  was  sufficiently 
notorious.  Whether  the  Legislature  of  Michigan 
be  entitled  to  the  honor,  in  this  instance,  of  first 
imparting  warmth  to  national  gratitude,  which  had 
lain  cold  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say.  It  would  seem,  however, 
(Vom  the  remlpu  of  the  Senator,  that  the  arrival 
of  these  resolutions  in  this  city  fiist  prompted  him 
10  action  here.  That  action  was  the  iiitroduction 
cf  a  bill,  at  the  laBt  session,  precisely  like  the  one 
90 w  before  us.  The  fate  of  that  bill  is  well 
known.  An  amendment  was  offered,  which  di- 
rected the  refunding  of  this  fine,  with  costs  and 
interest;  with  the  proviso,  *%at  this  act  should  not 
be  construed  as  an  ecpression  of  the  opinion  of 
Congress  upon  any  judicial  proceeding  or  legal 
questions  growing  out  of  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law  by  Qeneral  Jackson  during  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans.*'  I  voted  for  this  amendment,  and 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Senate.  On  the  question 
which  next  presented  itself,  viz:  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  I  voted  in  the  affirmative.  But  that 
vote  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor and  his  friends.    The  bill  was  loet. 

It  will  be  seen,  frpm  this  reference  to  the  history 
of  the  case  during  the  last  session,  that  my  course 
has  been  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  expressed  in  these 
resolutions.  Had  I  been  disposed  to  regard  thtm 
as  mandatory  on  me,  I  could  not  have  acted  dif- 
ferently. In  saying  this,  bpwever,  I  mean  not  to  be 
understood  as  admitting  myself  to  have  been  under 
any  ob'igation,  constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  yield 
the  right  wb  ch  they  assumed  to  exercise. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  said:  It  will  not  have  es 
eaped  observatioo,  Jdr.  President,  that  I,  too,  stand 
in  the  9<ime  relation  to  this  matter  with  my  friend  and 
colleague  from  Michigan.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  resolu- 
tions, sneh  as  have  t>een  described  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  passed  tbe  Legislaure  of 
Michigan,  and  were  sent  duly  cerii.led  to  os  here; 
nor  was  it  at  all  necessary,  1  think,  that  we  should 
thus  have  been  remiaded  of  the  fact. 

The  gentleman  from  Misf  ouri  has  been  pleased, 
also,  to  draw  into  notice  our  emission  to  present 
thoste  resolations  to  the  Senate.  For  the  present 
occasion,  at  least,  I  am  satisfied,  so  far  as  regards 
my^eK,  with  tbe  brisf  but  general  exposition  made 
by  my  colleague,  of  the  motives  which  may  have 
induced  the  course  we  each  of  us  pursued. 

It  will  be  ot«erved,  sir,  that  my  name,  too,  i» 
registered  among  those  who,  last  summer,  voted 
for  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was,  without  casting 
reproach  upon  the  distingnished  judge  who  passed 
the  sentence,  to  remit  the  pecuniary  fine  imposed 
upon  Oeneral  Jackson.  Nor  am  I  prepared  to  say 
that  I  have  since  had  occasion  10  vary  the  opinions 
I  th<n  euttrtained  in  the  matter.  With  regard 
to  ibe  degree  of  respect  in  which  I  should  hold  tbe 
expressed  wishes  or  opiiupns  of  the  authorities  of 


Michigan,  on  my  subject,  as  well  as  with  respect 
to  my  own  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  obligation 
which  such  resolu  iotts  as  are  4lluded  to  may  be 
('earned  to  impose,  I  am  certainly  not  without  soine 
opinions  of  my  OT%'n — and  opinions  I  hava  no  dis- 
position to  coDceal.  And  I  assure  my  friend  from 
Missouri  that  I  will  feel  myself  at  all  times  ready,  ^ 
if  he  desire  it,  to  explain  them  very  fully  an^ 
frankly  to  him;  or,  when  a  fit  occasion  shall  occur, 
to  expose  them  in  earlenso  here  in  the  Senate.  Bat 
now,  at  this  la'e  hour,  1  do  not  desire  to  delay  the 
S  naie  by  entering  uponan  exposition  which  wonld 
consume  so  much  time.  Indeed,  after  what  my 
coiieagae  has^aid,!  should  hardly  have  risen  now, 
but  for  bis  omission— accidental,  1  presume— 10 
notice  the  imputations  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear,  but 
5which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  allowed  himself 
to  cast  upon  the  gentleman  who  has  the  honor,  in 
the  other  wing  of  the  Capiiol,  to  represent  the  inter- 
ests of  Michigan,  I  do  not  know  in  what  terms 
that  geotltman  thought  proper  to  announce  the 
resolutions  in  question,  in  the  other  House;  nor  do 
I  at  all  remember  to  have  read  the  newspaper 
tvhich,  we  are  informed,  contained  the  accoun^of 
that  procedure. 

But,  relatively  to  the  animadversions  in  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  been  pleased  to 
indulge,  and*waiving  all  comment  upon  the  eom- 
pelenty  or  propriiiy  of  making  thns  tbe  action  of 
tbe  other  Hou&e,  or  of  aoy  of  its  members  there, 
the  subj^t  of  comment  or  criticism,  much  more 
of  ecnmfc,  hen,  I  ask  leave  to  say  that  the  Repre- 
sentative from  Michigan  in  the  other  House  is,  I 
have  no  doubt,  abundantly  competent,  and  on  any 
proper  occasion  wiH  be  equally  willing,  fully  to 
justify  and  defend  his-course,  whatever  it  might 
have  been  in  this  regard;  and  I  only  regret  that 
tbe  gentleman  from  Missouri  should  here,  in  another 
forum,  have  permitted  himself  thus  to  impugn  the 
conduct  of  an  absent  person. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then, 
on  motion  to  that  effect,  postponed  to  the  succeed- 
ing Tuesday. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  the  publicity  of  the  document  in  tbe  possession 
of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  and  that  the  Sena- 
tor would  consent  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate  in 
tbe  ptoper  manner  to  warrant  that  course. 

Mr.  CONRAD  had  no  objection. 

The  copy  of  the  record  was  then  presented  in 
form  to  the  Senate;  aitd,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


REMARKS  OF  Mr.  WELLER, 

OF  OHIO. 
]n  the  House  of  Representatives^  January  3d,  1843. 

Tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  being  under 
consideration,  and  the  debate  having  taken  a 
wide  range — 

Mr.  WELLER  rcse,  and  said  he  bad  not  risen 
with  any  disposition  to  discnss  the  question  really 
before  the  House.  This,  indeed,  was  required  by 
the  parliamentary  law;  but  the  common  usage  since 
he  had  tbe  honor  of  a  seat  here^  had  been  to  discuss 
anything  else  except  the  question  upon  which  we 
were  called  to  vote.  In  this  instance,  he  found  it 
more  convenient  to  observe  the  usage  than  the  rules 
of  the  House;  and  he  should,  after  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  question,  allude  to  other  topics  introduced 
by  other  gentlemen  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  bankrupt  law  at  the  extra  session,  be- 
cause he  then  believed,  as  he  still  does,  that  such  a 
law  was  neither  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
called  for  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  After  a  care- 
ful examination  of  that  instrument,  he  Could  not 
find  that  it  authorized  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
sanctioning  the  violation  of  contracts— he  alluded 
to  the  retrospective  feature  in  the  law.  -  For  him- 
self, he  was  in  favor  of  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  and  he  denied  to  Congress  the  exer- 
cise of  any  power  not  expressly  delegated,  or  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  exercise  of  a  delegated  pow- 
er. But  gentlemen  infer,  because  the  States  are  in 
express  terms  forbidden  to  pass  any  laws  violating 
contracts,  and  the  General  Governmeiit  is  not,  that 
therefore  Congress  may  violate  contracts!  Are  we, 
then;  to  assume  the  power,  because*  it  is  not  forbid- 
den by  the  Constitutioni    Did,  not  the  framers  of 


that  instrument  intend  that  this  should  be  a  Qovea* 
ment  of  limited,  of  delegated  nower^  Ifthelatiln^ 
nous  construction  claimed  by  gentlemen  be  givea 
to  that  Constitution,  then  the  Qeneral  Govara- 
ment  is  onmipotent.  The  States  are  prohibited 
from  passing  laws  violating  contracts;  theFedenl 
Government  is  not.  Why  is  thisl  Simply  be- 
cauRc  the  Stales  would  have  had  the  power,  if  not 
prohibited,  to  pass  laws  of  that  character;  and b^ 
cause  the  Federal  Government,  deriving  all  its  legis- 
lative power  directly  fi-om  the  Constitution,  can  do 
nothing  except  that  which  it  is  expressly  anihoriad 
to  do.  If  in  this  he  was  correct,  th?  only  qaestioa 
which  remained  to  be  decided,  was,  whether  Coa- 
gress  could  exercise  the  power  conferred  to  pass  mi- 
form  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  witnootvio. 
lating  contracts.  If  this  could  be  done,  then  he  keld 
we  had  not  the  power  to  violate  contracts.  Thatit  can 
be  done,  must  be  obvious  to  all.  A  prospective 
bankrupt  law,  to  operate  on  contracts  made  efttr 
its  passnge,  would  be  a  uniform  law  upon  the  sab- 
ject  of  bankruptcy,  and  no  violation  of  the  Consti. 
iution.  To  such  a  bill,  properly  guarded  against 
fraud,  and  so  framed  as  to  mclude  your  baoKs  and 
all  other  incorporations,  he  might  not  be  disposed 
to  object.  Then  individuals  wonld  make  their  bar- 
gains  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  law.  He  coitki 
easily  see  that  such  a  measure  might  operate  beB^ 
ficially  upon  the  country,  in  checking  exceaaire 
credit,  and,  by  drawing  the  banks  within  its  railD- 
ence,  save  the  people  from  the  immense  losses 
herefore  sustained  by  the  frauds  of  those  inslipi* 
tions. 

This  law,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  which  we  are  now 
called  on  to  repeal,  was  passed  under  veir  peealiar 
circumstances.  At  the  extra  session,  after  the  bill 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  (where  every  one  sim- 
posed  it  was  destined  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death)  b^ 
a  decisiv^  majority,  the  Whig  members  here  wwe 
entertained  that  evening  at  a  certain  board,  where 
the  sparkling  champagne  flowed  pretty  freely,  aad 
where  rumor  said  an  agreement  was  made  to  xt- 
consider  the  vote  next  morning.  Sure  enough, 
when  morning  came,  the  identical  same  mea 
came  into  this  hall,  reconsidered  the  vote  of  the 
previous  day,  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  this 
bill,  with  all  its  acknowledged  imperfections,  vas 
passed.  A  majorihr  of  this  House  at  that  v^time 
was  opposed  to  it;  but  it  was  passed  to  secure  the 
enactment  of  another  bill,  in  which  certain  West- 
em  Whigs  felt  a  deep  interest — he  meant  the  laod 
bill;  for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the  Taws  passed  it 
that  session  were  passed  by  contract.  Not  one  of 
them  had  merits  of  its  own  sufficient  to  sectire  its 
passage,  if  standing  alone.  It  therefore  became 
necessary,  in  order  to  carry  one  bill,  to  pass  scrcraL 
The  land  bill  has  been  virtually  repealed;  and  nov 
the  friends  of  that,  seeing  the  contract  has  beea 
violated,  demand  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 
And  hence  we  find  the  very  men  who  aided  by  their 
votes  in  passing  this  bill,  now  clamorous  for  its 
repeal!  What  wonderful  stability  and  harmooj 
there  is  in  Whig  legislation ! 

But  why  could  not  the  law  be  repealedl  Coald 
it  be  pretended  that  the  people  were  in  favor  of  its 
retention  on  the  statute-bookl  Would  any  eentl^ 
man  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  him  thati  No,  sir, 
no  one  has  the  hardihood  to  hazard  such  a  deelara- 
tion.  Why  not,  then,  pass  this  bill  instamlyl 
Was  it  noi  tbe  duty  of  this  Hp^ise  first  tojiscemia 
public  sentiment,  and  then  make  legislation  coa- 
form  to  ill  When  our  masters  the  peonle  ba?e 
clearly  (as  in  this  case)  expressed  their  will,  arete 
not  bound  to  bow  submissively  to  it!  But  we  hare 
been  told  thai  the  people  in  1840,  hy  electing  a  ma- 
jority of  Whij^  to  this  House,  decided  in  lavorof 
of  a  bankrupt  law!  He  denied  this  in  tote.  No 
such  issue  had  been  presented— no  such  dedaoi 
made.  The  act  was  passed  by  the  Whig  mcinbcis 
here,  without  consulting  with  their  constitueois!  or 
else  why  is  it  that  you  now  find  some  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  very  men  who  voted  for  it  JD&ror 
iisrepeall  Agam:  It  has  been  said  that  tbe  peo- 
ple do  not  understand  this  bill^that  their  ho8ti% 
to  it  grows  out  of  their  ignorance!  It  is  thepfa^ 
lice  or  a  certain  class  of  "politicians  to  denoancetbe 
people  as  ignorant  whenever  they  do  not  act  in  aoo- 
formiiy  with  iheir  particular  opinions.  At  oae 
time  you  will  hear  them  demanding  that  a  law 
shall  be  passed,  because  the  people  desire  it;  to 
when  the  people  are  found  to  be  opposed  to  it,  then 
it  is  said  their  opposition  erows  out  of  their  igntf- 
ancei  Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  am  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  the  honest  farmers  in  any  dviakLwh 
have  lost  large  amounts  by  the  bankrapt  law,  knor 
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somethiDg  of  its  practical  operation.  They  ba\re 
seen  cDongh  of  it  to  satisfy  ibem  that  it  should  be 
repealed.  The  merits  and  demerits  of  the  law 
hare  since  its  passage  been  ireely  discussed 
in  the  newspapers  and  ii* the  popular  assemblies, 
and  the  people  hare  almost  with  one  voice  demand- 
ed its  repeal.  Why  should  not  their  judgment  be 
carried  into  effecti 

Mr.  W^  admitted  that  the  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  law  might  operate  hard,  and  even  uo]ust< 
ly,  upon  many  individuals;  for  he  had  no  doubt^ 
tome  honest  men  would  be  compelled  to  declare" 
themselves  bankrupts,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
charge of  their  debtors.  Some  of  them  would^ 
perhaps,  after  having  been  made  bankrupts  by  the 
iaw.be  excluded  from  it$  benefits.  Besides,  owing 
to  ine  decision  of  one  of  the  States,  (Missouri,) 
that  the  act  was  unconstitutional,  no  one  there 
had  been  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  its  provi- 
sions. He  deeply  sympathised  with  the  unfortu- 
nate debtor,  and  was  willing  to  exercise  all  the 
power  conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution  to 
alleviate  his  sufirerings,'or  release  him  from  im-i 
prisonment;  but,  as  he  held  that  this  law  was  un- 
constitutional, he  must  vote  for  its  repeal.  Those 
who  believed  with  him,  that  the  act  was  uncon- 
stitutional, were  compelled  to  seize  the  earliest  op- 
portuniiv  to  repair  the  breach  made  in  its  enact- 
ment. It  is  true,  the  retroactive  part  of  the  law  is 
pretlv  well  sp^t.  and  the  greatest  amount  of  evil 
resulting  from  it  has  already  been  felt;  but,  no  mat- 
ter what  benefits  might  result  to  the  country  from 
its  prospective  features,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for 
the  rq>eal  of  this  bill. 

Having  said  this  much  on  the  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  notice  other  questions  discussed 
M  exUnso  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.  In  ranging  over  the  wide  fiela  of 
party  debate,  he  was  but  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  illustrious  predecessors. 

He  knew  and  admitted  that  the  present  Execu- 
lif  t  had  had  difficulties  to  encounter,  such  as  never 
obstrneted  the  path  of  his  predecessor.  He  came 
into  power  upon  the  top  of  a  popular  wave,  which 
dashed  from  office  a  party  which,  for  twelve  years, 
had  had,  to  a  great  extent,  the  possession  of  the 
Government.  It  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  we, 
who  had  been  ejected  from  power  by  the  influence 
of  his  name,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  another  dis- 
tiaeuished  individual — we,  who  had  been  so  sig- 
nally defeated  at  the  ballot-box,  would  cherish  any 
very  friendly  feelings  for  him.  It  was  but  natural 
that  we  should  look  with  distrust — yea.  even  un- 
kindnees— upon  the  individual  who  liad  been  one  of 
the  active  agents  in  producing  our  overthrow.  We 
came  here^  however,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  the  extra 
session,  with  everv  disposition  to  aid  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  Government.  That  generos- 
ity and  forbearance  which  brave  and  cnivalric 
knights  always  extend  to  a  defeated  adversary,  was 
not  extended  to  us.  We  were  taunted  with  our  de- 
feat; and  whenever  we  dared  to  raise  our  voices  in 
this  hall,  were  told  that  the  people  had  condemned  us 
—that  we  were  like  criminals  in  the  cart,  waiting  but 
for  the  arrival  of  the  executioner  to  do  his  office 
upon  us  I  You  of  the  Whig  party  were  then  in  a 
triumphant  majority.  Your  victorious  banner 
waved  over  twenty  of  the  States  of  this  Confeder- 
icy.  So  complete,  so  triumphant  a  victory,  had 
nerer  before  been  achieved  in  the  annals  of  party 
warfare.  He  would  not  stop  to  inquire  by  what 
means  this  revolution  had  been  effected.  It  was 
raough  for  him  to  say  that  they  were  such  as  had 
since  been  condemned  by  the  sober  judgment  of  the 
people— such  as  should  cause  a  blush  to  mantle  the 
cheek  of  those  who  used  them— such  as  he  trusted, 
for  the  honor  of  this  country,  would  never  again  be 
resorted  to.  Your  distinguished  leader,  (Mr.  Clav,) 
whom  a  majority  of  you  have  so  long  delighted  to 
honor,  was  then  in  tne  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
to  shapen  legislation  so  as  to  secure  the  succession 
to  himself.  That  was  a  happy  hour  for  him;  it 
was  the  day  of  his  triumph.  He  then  imagined 
that  the  dimculties  which  nad  heretofore  obstruct- 
ed his  path  to  the  Presidency  were  all  removed, 
and  that  he  would  have  an  easy  and  rapid  march 
to  the  goal  of  his  ambition-^lhat  goal  for  the  at- 
.tainment of  which  he  had  directedall  the  mighty 
energies  of  his  mind  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
Already  he  imagined  himself  seated  in  the  Presiden- 
ia)  chair, and  dispensing  with  a  lordly  munificence 
the  patronage  oi  the  office^amongst  his  friends 
Md  followers.  But, ,  alas  1  how  short-sighted  is 
jDMn!  How  soon  the  destiny  ot  the  politician  may 
M  ehaoged!    To-day,  eoorted  and  caressed  by  a 


crowd  of  fawning  flatterers;  to-morrow,  when  ad- 
versity falls  upon  him,  there  are  "none  so  poor 
to  do  nim  reverence."  Yes,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  your 
chieftain  has  fallen— fallen  "like  Lucifer,  never 
to  hope  again" — blasted,  scathed  by  the  lightning 
of  popular  indignation,  he  stands  a  most  melancholy 
monument  of  ill-directed  ambition.  He  might 
philosophize  over  his  present  prostrate  condition, 
and  repeat  as  applicable  to  bis  own  case  the  lines 
ascribed  by  Sbakspeare  to  Cardinal  Wolsey  in 
the  hour  of  his  misfortune.  He  would  not  trouble 
the  House  to  recite  them. 

[Several  gentlemen  around  Mr.  W.  said,  "Repeat 
them — let  us  hear  them — recite  them."] 

Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  will  quote  them  for  the 
edification  of  gentlemen — 

'*ThlB  is  the  aute  of  man;  to-day  be  pnta  forth 
The  tender  letvea  of  hepe;  to*motrow  bloeMMna, 
And  bears  hie  bluehinf  booorathiclt  upon  him; 
The  third  dav  comee  a  froet,  a  Icillinf  froai; 
And— when  he  thinlcs  good  eaey  man^  fall  anrely 
Hie  greaUMaa  ia  a  ripening,— nipa  his  root, 
And  then  he  falls  as  1  do.  I  iwTe  ▼entur'd, 
Like  little  wanton  boys  that  swim  on  bladders, 
This  many  summers  io  a  sea  of  glory, 
But  far  beTond  my  depth;  my  high  blowD  orida 
At  length  br(^e  tinder  me:  and  now  has  left  me. 
Weary,  and  old  with  service,  to  the  mercy 
Of  a  rade  stre^im  that  must  loreyer  hide  me." 


Yes,  sir,  there  has  been  a  "frost,  a  killing  frost," 
in  Ohio,  where  your  captain  went  to  take  charge 
of  his  trbops  invroprid  persona — in  New  Yoric, 
Pennsylvama,  Maryland,  Maine — and,  in  fact, 
nearly  all  the  States— which  has  nipped  the  root  of 
his  hopes,  and  produced  an  ex|>losion  of  his  "high- 
blown pride."  That  banner  which  waved  so  proud- 
ly in  18i0,  and  under  which  he  believed  that  his 
friends  could  again  be  rallied  to  victory,  is  now 
tattered,  and  torn,  and  trailing  in  the  dust.  But  he 
had  no  disposition  to  exult  over  a  fallen  foe,  nor  to 
do  violence  to  the  feelings  of  his  gallant  friends 
who  had  adhered  to  him  throuish  good  and  through 
evil  report,  and  who  were  still  willing  to  do  battle 
under  ms  lead. 

It  is  said,  "whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth." 
If  the  degree  of  aflection  is  to  be  measured  by  the 
amount  of  chastening  bestowed,  one  would  suppose 
that  our  Whig  friends  were  the  especial  favorites 
of  Heaven.  Surely,  no  party  has  ever  been  so  se- 
verely whipped.  But  there  are  some  men  who  do 
not  piofit  by  experience.  There  are  some  whose 
souls  are  hardened  by  adversity;  and  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  the  recent  afflictions  of  the 
Whigs  had  softened  their  hearts,  corrected  their 
principles,  improved  their  manners,  or  disposed 
them  to  abandon  their  heresies.  Well,  let  them  go 
on  in  their  wild  and  reckless  course.  They  will 
find  that  "the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard." 
The  people,  seeing  that  their  prosperity  lies  in  the 
defeat  of^the  Whigs,  will  "laugh  at  their  calami- 
ties, and  mock  when  ibeir  fear  cometh."  In  their 
efforts  to  break  down  the  Executive  for  the  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  they  wUl  find  they  are 
"kicking  against  the  pricks." 

At  the  extra  session,  we  were  (said  Mr.  "W.)  in 
a  lean  minority — a  minority  almost  hopeless.  Our 
voices  were  too  weak  to  resist  the  passage  of  the 
unconstitutional  and  dangerous  laws  of  that  ses- 
sion; but  we  fortunatelv  focmd  a  Chief  Magistrate 
sufficiently  devoted  to  the  Constitution  (in  some  re- 
spects, at  least j  to  save  it  from  the  ruthless  hands  of 
the  spoilers.  He  vetoed  the  bank  bill,  and  thus  de- 
feated a  measure  fraug|it  with  the  most  dangerous 
consequences  to  the  country.  He  believed,  if  such 
an  institution  had  been  permitted  to  go  into  full  op- 
eration, with  branches  extended  all  over  the  States 
of  this  Union,  its  corrupting  influence  upon  the  bal- 
lot-box. and  upon  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
would  nave  been  such  as  to  have  required  a  revo- 
lution to  put  it  down.  We  all  know  the  influence 
of  concentrated,  of  organized  wealth,  in  the  hands 
of  ambitious,  designing  politicians.  The  history 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  furnishes  us 
with  abundant  evidence  on  this  subject.  Well, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  the  President,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  constitutional  prerogative,  arrested  the  bill:  and 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  applaud  him  for 
the  acti  Would  Whig  orators  on  this  floor  expect 
us  to  denounce,  with  their  fish-market  epithets,  a 
man  who  had  thus  nobly  vindicated  otir  princi- 
plesl  Did  they  suppose  that  the  same  base  ingrati- 
tude which  had,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  sig- 
nalized their  conduct^  would  be  exhibited  by  usi 
But  he  is  denounced  as  a  traitor!  What  right  had 
they  to  expect  that  Mr.  Tvler  would  approve  of 
their  bank  charters^  Had  ne  not  repeatedly)  when 
in  public  life,  denied,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
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th^  constitutional  power  of  CongiW  to  Ineorporatt 
sdeh  an  Institutiottl  Do^  any  flian  pretend  thst 
he  recanted  these  sentiments,  when  canvaaalug 
for  the  second  office  in  the  Gtovemmentl  Did 
he  not,  in  his  first  message  to  Congress,  say  that 
such  an  institution  had  been  condemned  by  the  peo- 
ple? Could  they  expect  him  to  disregard  the 
solemn  judgment  of  the  people  upon  this  question^ 
Why,  then,  charge  him  with  treachery  1  Why, 
say  they,  he  is  a  traitor  to  the  "universal  WJjig. 
party  r  During  the  past  administration,  Mr.  Van 
Boren  was  denouncea  as  the  President  of  a  inar^, 
which  they  said  was  dangerous—ay,  easaeaingi^ 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Yes,  said 
he,  these  eldquent  orators  w'anted  no  parhf  Presi*- 
dent;  they  wanted  a  man  who  would  fioar  above 
party  trammels,  and  preside  n^ith  impartialicy  over 
the  whole  republic !  Oh,  no;  there  was  nothing 
selfish  in  their  movements;  they  cared  nothing  for 
office!  Nothing  but  the  most  devoted  affection — 
the  most  ardent  love  for  that  unhappy 'country 
which  had  been  ruined,  &!  they  said,  l^  the  mal- 
administration of  a  pari/y  President— fired  their 
bosoms,  or  nerved  their  arms,  in  the  ever-memora- 
ble contest  of  1840!  Well,  sir,  how  standi^  the 
case  now'?  Mr.  Tyler  refuses  to  be  a  mere  party 
President;  he  refuses  to  permit  a  legislative  cau- 
cus of  Wnig  members  to  prescribe  to  him  the  man- 
ner in  ^hich  he  shall  discharge  his  exiectrtivt  du- 
ties; he  refuses  to  let  other  men  construe  for  him 
that  instrument  which  he  had  sworn  to  maintain 
and  defend;  in  the  language  of  the  spoils  haters^of 
1840,  he  soars  above  party  disci]4ine;  he  refuses  ui 
fill  the  capacious  maws  of  the  horde  of  hun^^ 
office-seekers  who  are  constantly  beseuing  him. 
This  is  the  head  and  front  of  his  oflending;  and 
for  this,  he  is  daily  denounced  on  this  floor  by 
these  same  disinterested,  no-party  patriots  of  1^40, 
as  a  base  and  an  infamous  traitor ! 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  repeated  that  John  Tyler  had  had 
no  ordinary  difficulties  to  encounter,    lie  had  been 

S laced  in  a  position  requiring  the  exercise  of  great 
rmness  and  moral  courage.  He  came  into  office 
when  the  tariiS*  had  run  down  to  its  minimum 
point,  with  an  accruing  revenue  wholly  inadequate 
to  defray  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Uovemment. 
The  banking  system— which,  under  vicious  State 
legislation,  had  swollen  to  an  enormous  bulk— was 
exploding,  spreading  ruin  and  desolation  over  all 
the  interests  of  the  country.  States,  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals, were  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  national 
bankruptcy  seemed  almost  inevitable.  In  this 
emergency,  he  was  backed  by  no  party  here.  Both 
of  the  great  parties  in  this  ball  were  arrayed  against 
him.  The  Whigs  would  not  sustain  mm,  because 
he  refused  to  obey  the  mandates  of  their  Captain- 
General,  and  because  he  would  not  direct  his  patron- 
age in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  him  in  the  succession. 
The  Democrats,  it  is  true,  supported  some  of  his 
measures  zealously;  but  there  were  others  which 
they  were  compelled  to  oppose.  Besides,  they  than 
saw,  as  they  still  see,  around  him  some  men  /& 
whom  they  never  have  nad,  and  never  can  have,  the 
slightest  degree  of  confidence.  That  the  President 
has  been  actuated  in  the  discharge  of  his  offieial 
duties,  by  the  highest  considerations  of  patriotism, 
he  haa  never  doubted.  That  he  eonsdentiotnlj 
believes  that  the  measures  which  he  has  (Vom  time 
to  time  recommended  to  our  consideration  are 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests,  and  secure  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  country,  he  did  not 

aaestion.  And  he  would  venture  the  prediction, 
lat,  afler  the  excitement  which  now  prevails  should 
have  subsided,  and  reason  was  once  more  permitted 
to  exercise  her  proper  inflnence  over  the  minds  of 
men,  afler  the  brawling  partisans  who  are  now  de- 
nouncing him  here  have  tumedftheir  attention  to 
some  other  object,  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  the 
integrity  of  his  motives  (whatever  may  be  the  er- 
rors of  his  administration)  will  be  doubted  by  none. 
Cherishing,  then,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  as  he  certainly 
did,  the  utmost  feelings  of  kindness  and  respect  for 
the  President,  he  trusted  that  he  should  not  be 
charged  with  a  factions  spirit  in  opposing  soma  of 
his  measures.  Whatever  his  personal  feeling 
might  be,  that  could  not  influence  nis  political  sen- 
timents; he  never  suffered  his  personal  attach- 
ments to  control  his  political  opinions.  He  was 
wedded  to  Democratic  principles;  he  had  sworn 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country  to  devote  his  life  to 
their  maintenance  and  dissemination;  and  neither 
the  sunny  smiles  or  the  courtly  praises  of  friends, 
nor  the  curses  or  threats  of  enemies,  could  change 
bis  course.  * 

Jl     We  shoQld  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  attnupt  to  stop  thj 
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oC.  GortniQenC  laeieljr  becatue  the  man  at 
BUttjJiot  be  Ike  individaal  of  our  choice. 
ika  -Uftwifle  would  it  be  in  the  brave  sailor  to 
tfBOftle  hjff  vessel  and  sink  her  beneath  the  waves 
of  the  ocean,  because  the  commanding  officer  did 
not  navigate  her  in  accordance  with  his  precon- 
ceived opinions.  What  do  we  eain  by  stopping  the 
Govemmemi  Do  we  inflict  chastisemem  on  the 
President,  or  do  we  spread  ruin  and  distress 
amongst  oar  consitoentsl  This  Qovemment  be- 
longs to  no  party — it  is  the  common  property  of  us 
mll^we  are  joint  tenants  in  the  glorious  mherit- 
anet  which  nas  been  transmitted  to  us  bv  our  an- 
cestois;  and  we,  who  are  charged  with  le|;islative 
dmic^  aie  under  an  obligation  to  see  that  its  bless- 
Tsmf  are  undiminished  under  our  guardianship. 
The  stars  and  the  stripes  under  which  our  brave 
countrymen  have  so  often  rallied  and  so  gal- 
lantly fought,  belong  to  no  party;  they  are  the  rep- 
reeMJlarives  of  the  whole  American  Republic. 
He  hnmbly  conceived  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Demoeratic  party  to  sustain  the  Administration, 
whenever  they  could  do  so  without  abandoning 
any  of  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  hitb- 
ert6  acted.  Our  political  creed,  being  that  upoo 
-which  Jefferson  and  Jackson  acted,  is  well  under- 
stood \ff  the  conntrjT,  and  whenever  the  measures 
of  Mr.  Tyler  are  in  conformity  with  that  creed, 
they  will  receive  our  cordial  support;  but  when 
they  come  to  us  in  questionable  shape,  oontainipg 
nny  of  the  old  leaven  of  Federalism,  we  are  bound 
to  appose  them;  and  he  trusted  we  should  do  so 
boMty  and  fearlessly,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  ourselves.  He  would  make  no  compromises  with 
any  party,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  a  Demo- 
cratic principle. 

If  (said  Mr.  W.)(he  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.'  CuBRiNaJ  had,  as  was  represented,  come 
into  this  hall  holding  up  the  patronage  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  as  a  prize  to  be  strugfi:led  for  by 
the  respective  parties,  ne  would  have  told  him  that 
the  President  had  not  patronage  enoueh  (even  if  be 
was  so  di^)osed)  to  purchase  so  hunible  a  member 
as  he  was— much  less  a  majority  of  the  Democratic 
party.  No,  sir;  be  would  sooner  see  bis  own  right  arm 
stricken  from  his  body,  and  his  tongue  palsied,  than 
sacrifice  his  principles,  or  any  portion  of  his  inde- 
pendence of  character,  at  the  footstool  of  any  Presi- 
dent. The  mass  of  the  Denoocratic  party  were 
made  of  sterner  stafi*  than  to  be  seduced  from  the 
allegiance  they  owe  to  their  principles  by  the  hope 
of  ofllce. 

If  (said  Mr.  W.)  there  be  an  idea  in  the  mind  of 
any  one  that  a  party  can  be  organized  and  sustain- 
ed on  executive  gilts,  let  me  say  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  entirely  lallacious.  The  Administra- 
tion must  rely  upon  principles;  and,  if  it  expects 
tiie  support  of  the  Democracy,  it  must  take  care  to 
make  those  principles  Democratic.  Executive  pa- 
tronage may  gather  around  the  person  of  the  Pres- 
ident the  ^>ecnlBUng,  trading  politicians,  who  re- 
gard public  virtue  as  the  mere  coquetry  of  politi- 
eal  prostitution;  but  the  first  cloud  of  ^adversity 
that  rests  upon  him  will  be  the  signal  for  a  general 
desertion  of  his  cause.  In  the  hour  of  his  prosper- 
ity, they  may  load  his  ears  with  fulsome  praises; 
but  in  the  hour  of  need  they  will  abandon  him. 

Other  gentlemen  had  defined  their  position  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  comins  contest.  So  far  a.<)  he  was  con- 
cerned, if  any  gentleman  desired  to  know  where 
he  expected  to  be.  be  could  answer  that  in  a  few 
months  he  should  lay  aside  his  legislative  robes  and 
become  a  private  citizen.  He  expected  that  a  na- 
tional convention  would  be  held,  to  reconcje  the 
differences  of  opinion  which  now  exist  among  us 
as  to  who  the  candidate  shall  be.  When  the  resnli 
is  announced,  he  should  be  found  as  an  humble 
private,  supporting  that  nominee,  come  he  from  the 
Worth  or  South,  the  East  or  West.  He  held  on  to 
the  principles  upon  which  he  came  into  public  life, 
and,  sink  or  swim,  he  should  not  abandon  them. 


REMARKS  OP  JV!R.  KENNfeOY, 

OF  INDIANA, 
ill  tKe  House  of  HepreserUalives,  Dec.  28,  1842— 
On  the  bankrupt  law.     ' 

Mr.  BvEUfiTT  having  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

isr.  KcNNEOY  appealed  to  him  to  wit^idraw  it 
until  he,  or  some  other  person  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  could  be  heard  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  EvERBTT  refused  to  comply. 

Hr.  KaniipDY  said,  if  he  could  make  no  better 


bargain,  be  would  undertake  to  renew  the  motion 
wnen  he  was  through  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  EvfRBTT persisjtei  in  his  motion.  [Cries  of 
"Vole  it  down."]  And  the  question  being  put  on  a 
second  to  the  previous  question,  the  Uouse«  by  a 
clamorous  majority,  refused  tbe  second.  Where- 
upon,      • 

Mr.  KENNEDY  proceeded  to  address  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  question  of  repealing  the' 
bankrupt  law  has  unexpectedly  created  great  ex- 
citement in  this  Elouse,  not  so  much  from  the  de- 
bale  on  the  main  propo-<iiion  of  repeal,  as  from 
some  incidental  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
two  sides  of  the  triangle  on  tliis  floor.  And  as  I 
belong  to  the  other  side  of  this  three-cornered  fight, 
I  beg  to  be  heard  a  few  moments  before  the  debate 
closes. 

It  is  known  to  members  here  that  I  voted  against 
the  passage  of  this  law.  I  did  not  give  this  vole 
because  I  was  opposed  to  a  well-regulated  system 
of  bankruptcy,  but  because  this  bill  was  not  such  a 
one  as  I  believed  the  Constitution  contemplated  or 
the  interest  of  the  country  demanded.  Qut,  how- 
ever objectionable  it  was  in  its  oriipnal  inception,  I 
am  free  to  confess  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  has 
worked  its  worst ;  or,  in  the  language  of  (he 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  who  advocated  its  prs- 
sage,  and  now  seeks  its  repeal,  "It  has  answered 
the  purpose  of  its  passage;"  or,  as  I  would  express 
it,  "It  has  answered  the  purposes  of  those  who 
passed  it."  It  has  given  the  power  to  many  mil- 
lionary  debtors,  who,  in  equity,  should  never  have 
had  the  benefit  of  its  provisions  to  wipe  out  their 
honest  debts;  and  noW,  when  the  time  has  arrived 
that  some  honest  men,  who  have  been  made  bank- 
rupts by  applying  this  sponge  to  debts  due  them, 
are  about  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  law,  it  is  to 
be  repealed;  and  repealed,  too,  on  the  motion  of 
those  who  advocated  its  passage,  a^d  who  have  the 
effrontery  now  to  declare  that  they  intended  origin- 
ally that  it  should  have  but  a  tempK)rary  duration. 

I  respond,  then,  to  the  declaration  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  when  he  says '"It  has  accom- 
plished its  object."  And  I  say  to  that  gentleman, 
and  to  tbe  House,  that,  although  I  voted  against  this 
law  in  its  inception,  yet  if  I  had  any  well  grounded 
hope  that  a  proper  .system  could  be  ingrafled  on 
this  act,  I  would  freely  and  fearlessly  vote  against 
its  repeal.  But,  sir^  this  thing  has  gone  forth  to 
our  constituents  in  its  origins^  deformity,  and  ac- 
cumulated against  it  such  a  fearful  denunciation 
as  calls  for  its  sudden  and  total  repeal. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  snal  vote  for  the 
repeal,  hoping  that,  at  some  future  time,  an  equi- 
taole  and  constitutional  bankrupt  law  may  be  en- 
acted. But,  whilst  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave 
to  sav,  that  the  mode  and  manner  of  passing  this 
law  has  done  more  to  render  it  so  universally  odi- 
ous than  even  its  unjust  provisions.  In  treating  of 
this  subject,  I  hope  the  House  will  excuse  me  if  I 
speak  plainly. 

What  were  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
law  was  passedl  I  understood  at  the  time  of  its 
passage— nay,  it  was  then  bold  y  avowed— that  its 

fassage  was  to  secure  the  passage  of  another  law : 
mean  the  distribution  act.  But  I  have  been  told 
by  a  member  of  this  House,  fand  one,  too,  who 
avowed  his  participation  in  tne  act,)  that  it  was 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  elections  in 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Maine.  I  understood 
from  this  p^enlleman  that  it  was  feared,  and  so  rep- 
resented m  "Whig  caucus  by  the  members  from 
those  States,  that,  unless  this  law  wa.«*  passed,  the 
Whig  parly  would  be  defeated  there  in  the  then 
coining  elections.  What  a  reason  of  state  for  the 
passage  of  a  law!  If  you  Western  WWTgs,  whase 
constituents  are  opposed  to  the  law,  will  neverthe- 
less pass  it,  we,  on  our  pan,  will  stipulate  and 
agree  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  carry  the  elec- 
tions in  our  Slates  for  the  Whig  party.  Shame 
on  such  a  prostitution  of  legislative  functions! 
But  it  turns  out,  in  the  sequel,  that  although  the 
price  was  paid  for  Whig  delegates  in  the  28ih 
Congress  from  the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
Vork,  yet  the  voles  are  not  forthcoming.  There 
has  been  a  Yankee  trick  played  off* on  our  Western 
gentlemen.  The  Whigs  have  been  routed,  horse, 
foot,  and  dragoons — or  rather  I  should  say  "rac 
coons" — in  these  two  States.  And  I  suppose  our 
boys,  not  lo  be  outdone  by  their  Yankee  brethren,  are 
determined  to  lake  back  the  consideration  by  re 
praling  the  law.        ' 

Now,  sir.  I  say,  on  leaving  this  part  of  the  siib- 
ject|  that  ii  this  law  was  passed  by  these  means, 
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and  for  such  objects,  it  was  an  unholy,  difi&Q&o^ 
able,  and  damnable  combination;  ai^  if  suck 
practices  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
It  will  end  in  the  total  corruption  and  overthrow  of 
the  legiblaiive  functions  of  this  Grovernoient  I  re- 
peat, then,  that  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law  went  further  in  renderiiig  it  uoi. 
versally  odious  than  even  its  unjust  provisioi^  It 
is  objectionable,  first,  for  what  it  contains;  and,  sec- 
ondly, for  what  it  does  not  contaitL  The  taw  ougbi 
never  to  have  operated  retrospecilvely;  for,  bjr 
Hiesiroying  exisiing  contracts,  it  amounts  to  repodh 
ation.  It  is  a  conffressional  sponge,  that  wip«  om 
all  old  scores.  This  feature  rendered  it  justly  odi- 
ous to  a  debt-paying  people.  But  further,  it  eogbt 
to  have  embraced  within  its  provisions  all  corpon- 
ions  issuing  paper  to  circulate  as  monev.  It  wis 
odious,  then,  from  this  omission.  An(f  hetice  tbe 
people  demand  its  repeal;  and  repealed  it  must  be. 
So  much  for  tbe  repeal  bill. 

The  debate  on  this  bill  was  opened  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  with  a  long 
and  dolefal  hi>iory  of  the  discomfitures  and  diisas- 
lers  ii  had  occa'-ioned  the  universal  Whig  party. 
Sir,  whilst  listening  to  that  lamentable  recapiml'a- 
tion,  1  really  had  my  sympathies  enlisted.  My 
heart  is  warm,  and  rather  tender,  and  although  I 
can  war  against  the  Whigs  to  the  knife — ay,  and 
the  knife  to  the  hilt— whilst  they  are  before  me  in 
the  open  field ;  yet  when  they  come  lo  us  with 
such  tales  of  wo  as  have  been  repeated  on  this  occt- 
sibn,  I  cannot  and  will  not  withhold  a  sympathizing 
tear. 

I  think  the  gentleman  likened  their  cause  to 
that  of  some  miserable  criminal,  who  was  con- 
demned to  tbe  task  of  rolling  a  heavy  load  up  a 
steep  hill,  but  to  be  met  at  the  top  by  a  force  which 
would  in>tantly  hurl  him  and  his  load  to  the  bot- 
tom again.  Sir,  this  was  a  hard  cas^but  an  apt 
and  striking  illustration.  True,  the  Whigs  hare 
been  engaged  in  rolling  a  heavy  load  of  coiSemDed 
and  exploded  measures,  and  they  have  rolled  them 
up  the  steep  of  public  opinion.  These  me^ares 
had  betn  condemned  to  the  garret  of  "  obsolete 
ideas"  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  By  im- 
mense labor,  long-continued,  they  did,  at  the  extn 
session,  by  a  desperate  effort,  succeed  in  reaebiag 
the  brow  of  the  hill;  and  here  they  were  met  ^  an 
indignant  constituency,  and  they  and  their  wad 
hurled  to  the  bottom,  leaving  them  and  their  meas* 
ures  in  a  .state  of  total  wreck  and  ruin. 

I  now  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  debate  wbich 
has  been  called  the  demllory^  the  tncidental^  or  c«- 
cidental  part. 

Here  let  me  refer  to  the  remarks  of  the  genlk- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusbino.]  He  sars 
that  the  Whigs  asaparty  have  dashed  tberasdves'io 
pieces  against  the  buckler  of  executive  power, 
which  power  he  has  ingeniously  denominated  a 
"constUtUional  facV^  Now  I  can  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Mas.sachusetts  that  he  too  is  mistaken; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  correct  him,  as  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, as  I  proceed,  to  strike  to  the  right  as  well  t? 
the  left.  The  genileman  is  wrong,  then,  in  sup- 
posing that  the  Whig  party  has  broken  itself  ioio 
the  fragments  that  it  now  exhibits,  either  against  ex- 
ecutive power,  executive  vetoe;*,  or  what  the  gen- 
tlenian  calls  a  "constitutional  fact."  No,  sir;  they 
have  dashed  themselves  to  atoms  against  the 
"buckler**  of  puMic  opinion.  The  secret  of  this 
fearful  destrurtion  which  has  so  un expected Iyove^ 
taken  them,  is  to  be  found  in  that  series  of  pnWfc 
measures  which  was  so  hastily,  at  the  extra  session, 
called  from  the  storehouse  of  "obf^lete  ideav 
and  attempted  lo  be  forced  through  Congress  ts  a 
grand  whole;  and  this,  before  tbe  people  hftd  time 
lo  cool  after  the  glorious  victory  of  1840.  Now,  those 
gentlemen  who  believe  in  their  consciences  thai 
those  measures  are  for  tbe  public  goodjdeservegreat 
credit  for  their  zeal  in  their  enactment,  for  there  is 
nothing  more  to  be  admired  in  a  public  man  than 
a  fearle<>s  and  independent  discharge  of  what  he 
thinks  his  duty;  but,  in  persuading  themselves  that 
the  people  were  in  favor  of  those  measures,  or  tha 
ihey  were  for  the  public  weal, — in  this  consisted  their 
error.  In  the  last  Presidential  canvass,  the  Wh^ 
played  the  game  of  hide-and-go-seek  with  the  peo- 
ple. They  nominated  candidates  of  doubtful  poli- 
tics, so  thai  it  could  be  said  in  one  section  ofthe 
country  that  they  were  in  favor  of  one  set  of 
measures,  in  another  of  another,  for  a  bank  and 
against  a  bank;  for  a  tariff*  and  against  a  t$j^  ibr 
distribution  and  against  distribarion,  accordiiff  to 
tbe  section  in  which  the  assertion' was  Vide, or 
would  suit  popular  feeling.    Thn»  ihtf  ^pootiifed 
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to  rally  men  of  all  shades  of  oplnioQ,  aad  by  this 
means  united  the  entire  elements  of  opposition. 
By  the  combined  efibrts  of  this  motley  crew,  the 
scmd  and  well-formed  ranks  of  Democtacy  were 
broken,  and  they  came  into  power  flushed  with  an 
unexpected  victory.  Bat  what  followed?  When  they 
ceased  to  break  down,  and  undertook  tobnild  up-- 
wbea  they  ceased  to  object,  and  attempted  to  pro- 
iectp-Hhey  suddenly  found  themselves  in  ihe  fix  al- 
luded to  in  this  debate.  They  soon  went  to  pot; 
or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  it, 
they  focmd  themselves  dashed  to  atoms  against 
"a  constitniional  fact" — against  which  constitution- 
al foot  the  gentleman  kindly  warns  us  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  that  we  may  chance  to  knock  out  our 
brains. 

One  word  now  to  my  friend  and  Colleague,  [Mr. 
nrnoimoN]  He  says  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  "CushingI  has  set  up  the  Gov- 
emnient  at  suction,  to  be  knocked  down  to  the 
biggest  bidder,  that  that  gentleman  has  openly  pro- 
posed a  coalition  with  the  Democrats;  and  that  if 
we  say  nothing,  the  old  rule  of  "silence  gives  con- 
sent'' will  attach.  Now,  I  am  aware  that  what  is 
said  l^  that  gentleman  on  this  floor  is  read  with 
^reat  interest  by  our  people  at  home;  and  hence  I 
feel  myself  called  on  to  make  an  immediate  re- 
^onse.  For  myself,  I  did  not  so  understand  the 
^Dtleman  from  Massachusetts;  I  did  not  under- 
stand him  to  sell  out  the  Administration  to  t!ie 
highest  bidder,  though  I  confess  it  squinted  a  little 
tMat  VfOf.  What  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
was,  that  the  dominant  party  in  this  House  had  be- 
eome,  by  its  course  towards  the  President,  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  miserable  faction;  that  they 
were  willing  to  trample  under  foot  all  regard  for 
the  C<mstitution,  as  well  as  the  best  interests  of  the 
coantnr,  in  order  to  "head  Capting  Tyler;",  and 
that  they  manifested  a  spleen  totally  unbecoming 
American  Representatives.  I  certainly  did  not 
understand  the  gentleman  to  mean  any  more  than 
that,  as  John  Tyler  was  the  President,  and  it. 
was  his  duty  to  discharge  the  public  functions 
belonging  to  that  station,  and  being  thus  ooposed 
by  the  majority  in  Congress,  he  was  bouna,  and 
wonld  carry  on  the  Qovemment  by  the  best  means 
within  his  power.  To  this,  and  thus  far,  then,  I 
respond  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  and 
I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say,  that,  although  it  is  not 
material  to  the  people  of  this  country  who  is  Presi- 
dent, yet  it  is,  nevertheless,  very  material  that  their 
Government  should  not  be  stopped.  If  John  Tyler 
finds  the  Whigs  constantly  blocKing  up  his  way,  in 
his  honest  intentions  to  do  his  duty — constantly 
clinging  to  the  wheels  of  Government  to  impede  its 
progress — then  I  hold  it  not  only  to  be  his  right,  but 
his  Dounden  dmy,  as  President,  to  look  beyond  that 
party,  and  to  every  part  of  the  country,  for  that  aid 
which  he  has  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who  put 
him  in  power. 

One  wore  as  to  the  bid  that  the  Democrats  will 
malre  at  this  presidential  sale,  which  my  colleague 
says  is  coming  off.  1  do  not  speak  by  authority, 
but  I  speak  as  one  of  the  fifty-three  thousand  Dem- 
ocrats of  the  Hoosier  State;  and  as  1  am  the  only 
one  of  the  number  who  now  has  the  right  to  speak 
here,  I  speak  with  the  more  freedom.  If  I  am  re- 
quired to  bid,  I  must  first  know  the  terms  of  sale;— 
whether  the  bids  are  to  be  made  orally  or  in  wri- 
ting. In  the  latter  ca?e,  I  should  be  cautious,  as  I 
have  always  found  it  to  be  extremely  inconvenient 
and  troublesome  for  a  politician  to  put  his  thoughts 
to  paper.  They  sometimes  become  extremely  hard 
to  explain  away. 

Bat,  to  be  serious:  I  tell  my  colleague  that  so  far 
as  myself,  or  those  I  represent,  are  concerned,  I 
have  no  bid  to  make;  no  political  alliances  to  form 
with  any  man;  no  threats  to  tear  from  any  quarter. 
We  have  but  one  set  of  plain,  straightforward  prin- 
ciples; and,  so  far  as  the  Executive  is  concerned,  or 
anybody  with  the  Executive— so  far  as  the  Execu- 
tive WW  carry  out  those  principles,  so  lar  will  we 
iOand  by  and  support  him;  and  not  one  inch  further. 

As  for  the  offices  of  the  Government  which,  it 
has  been  supposed,  were  offered  under  disguise  by 
the  gentleman  from  Mas!»achtxsetts— for  myself,  and 
my  political  friends  whom  1  represent,  I  must  say  I 
want  none  of  them.  If  one  of  my  political  friends 
should  ask  me  to  use  njy  influence  (if  any  I  pos 
sessed)  to  get  him  an  office,  my  reply  would  be, 
No,  sir.  And  whyl  Because  I  do  not  believe  it 
right  to  hold  office  under  thisr,  or  any  other  admin- 
istration, unless  you  can  give  it  a  full  and  fair  sup- 
port. InoW  that  John  Tyler  has  a  right— nay, 
inoTc,  that  it  is  his  duty— to  place  in  office  under 


him  such  men  only  as  can  and  will  give  to  his  ad- 
ministration a  full  and  fre«  support,  if  such  can  be 
found.  I  care  not  if,  on  this  ground,  he  removes 
so^ie,  and  puts  in  others.  I  never  complained  of 
President  Harri&on  for  doing  this.  I  ihou^^ht  it  his 
right  and  duty  thus  to  act.  What  sort  of  policy  is 
it  to  have  enemies  in  your  campl— men  on  the  watch 
to  undermine  or  betray  all  your  measures'?  What 
is  this  but  political  suicided  This  is  what  I  shall 
demand  of  nobody. 

I  believe  that  President  Tyler  ought  to  have  his 
friends  in  the  executive  offices^ — provided,  always, 
they  are  capable,  and  faithful  to  their  trusts.  So 
far,  then,  as  offices  are  concerned,  the  President 
has  none  that  I  would  receive  or  ask  for  my  politi- 
cal friends;  and  I  may  add,  that  I  suspect  (uvy 
manCs  Democracy  who  m^zy  be  found  applying  for 
them. 

As  to  the  supposed  threat,  that  the  veto  power, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  will  be  used  against  us:  I 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
say,  in  substance,  that  the  Whigs  passed  certain 
measures  through  Congress;  that  the  President 
had  vetoed  them;  that  the  wild  fury  of  resentment 
exhibited  by  that  party  against  the  Executive,  for 
thus  exercising  the  veto  power,  had  destroyed 
theuL  Now,  gentlemen  Democrats,  as  you  wiU 
have  a  majority  in  the  next  Congress,  I  warn  you 
not  to  adhere  to  your  old  musty  notions  of  a  sub- 
treasury,  &c.,  but  to  come  in  and  ^o  wi'h  us  for  the 
exchequer,  for,  if  you  do  persist  m  sticking  at  the 
President  your  ultra  measures^  why,  hell  hit  jrou 
across  the  fac«  with  a  veto  too.  For  myself,  I 
hardly  expect  to  be  a  member  of  the  next  Congress, 
as  I  am  persuaded  that  a  pretty  considerable  num- 
ber of  my  worthy  constituents  have  serious  objec- 
tions. But,  if  it  should  be  my  good  or  bad  fortune 
to  be  here  at  the  next  Congress,  I  will  most  assur- 
edly vote  for  such  measures  as  I  think  right,  regard- 
less of  consequences.  And,  should  the  President 
veto  any  or  all  of  them,  although  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  I  would  do^  yet  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  say  what  I  would  not  do:  I  would  not  turn 
round  and  commence  a  vindictive  and  personal 
war  against  the  President,  for  an  honest  discharge 
of  what  he  believes  to  be  his  duly;  much  less  would 
I,  because  he  had  thwarted  my  favorite  plans,  take 
advantage  of  the  excitement  it  might  engender,  to 
tear  the  Constitution  of  my  country  to  tatjers — 
thus  madly  destroying  this  ark  of  political  safely 
purchased  for  and  handed  down  to  us  by  our  patri- 
otic fathers,  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood  and  treas- 
ure. 

If,  however,  my  poor  advice  should  be  asked  by 
my  Democratic  friends  as  to  their  future  policy,  I 
would  say  to  them,  give  the  Executive  no  occasion 
to  use  the  veto  power  against  you.  I  have  no  no- 
tion of  making  a  greater  man  of  John  Tyler  than 
the  Almighty  intended  him  to  be.  Therefore,  I 
would  avoid  giving  him  occa.sion  to  use  this  pow- 
erfully popular  weapon.  No,  sir:  I  would  force  on 
him  no  bill  but  such  as  I  was  satisfied  he  could 
conscientiously  approve.  I  never  desire  to  get  a 
stroke  with  such  a  weapon  across  my  political  pate. 
It  makes  a  most  ugly  scar.  If  there  is  any  charac- 
teristic in  a  public  man  that  the  people  admire,  it 
is  a  bold  and  tearless  discharge  ot  duly;  and  I  have 
never  yet  known  the  veto  power  used,  that  the 
masses  did  not  rally  around  and  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent in  its  use.  It  is  instinctive  in  our  people  to 
rally  round  and  support  the  man  who  fearlessly 
"assumes  the  responsibility."  It  was  imputed  as  a 
sin  to  President  Jackson  thai  he  said,  "I  take  the  re- 
sponsibility." Neverdid  politicians  make  a  greater 
mistake  than  charging  this  as  a  sin.  Sir,  it  was 
the  consciousness  of  having  taken  this  responsi- 
bility which  nerved  the  old  Roman's  arm,  until  it 
became  as  an  iron  sinew.  It  was  this  cry  agaipsi 
him  of  "tyrant,"  which  called  the  honest  yeomanry 
of  the  country  to  his  support.  They  believed  his 
heart  was  pure,  and  his  purposes  patriotic;  and 
when  they  saw  him  nerve  himself  to  the  conflict, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  then  it  was  that 
they  rallied  around  and  buoyed  him  unto  a  point 
in  popular  affection  rarely  reached  by  mortal 
man. 

One  word  in  relation  to  my  opinion  of  President 
Tyler.  I  think  him  a  very  honest  man;  but  not  as 
great  a  man  as  General  Jackson,  by  considerable. 

I  will  tell  gentlemen  further,  ihat  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  all  the  "storms"  that  have  or  can  be 
raised  ever  "blowing"  John  Tyler  into  the  presi- 
dential chair  again.  Gentlemen  need  not  count 
much  on  that.  He  will  b^  suffered  to  retire,  at  the 
end  of  his  present  term,  with  a  good  honest  name* 
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To  be  sure,  it  will  b^  soiae what  bespattered  with 
the  spleen  and  filth  of  the  party  who  put  him  in 
power;  but  wbatoftbati  The  world  will  appre- 
ciate the  motives  of  his  calumniators.  He  has  al- 
ready been  treated  to  a  round  of  billingsgate,  and 
denounced  as  a  traitor.  A  traitor  to  what?— to  his 
couniryl  No.  Ps  a  man,  as  yet,  has  dared  such  an 
avowal.  But  a  traitor  to  his  party  i  And  who  is 
It,  pray,  who  thi!ks  deals  in  epithets!  It  is  the  self- 
same men  who  once  denounced  Gen.  Jackson.  And 
what  washe  denounced  fori  These  classical  epithets 
■  were  poured  with  much  profusion  upon  his  venera- 
ble head  because  he,  forsooth,  went  with  his  party. 
According  to  the  notions  of  these  president-revi- 
lers,  it  was  treason  for  him  to  go  with  his  party, 
while  it  is^  treason  in  Tyler  to  go  against  hisparty. 
Sir,  the  people  have  seen  these  preteiided  patriots 
deoounciog  the  President  because  be  did,  and  the 
President  because  he  does  not,  until  they  are  becom- 
ing somewhat,  suspicious  of  the  motives  of  such 
rabid  politicians.  But  let  no  roan  suppose,  from 
this  remark,  that  I  am  going  tp  join  in  the  hue-and- 
cry  lately  raised  against  "radical"  or  ultra  politi- 
cians. No,  sir.  /  a»t,  myself,  "radicaV^  to  the  root; 
and  my  party  feelings,  like  the  roots  of  our  forest 
oaks,  strike  deep  into  the  soil  of  my  social  affeo- 
tions.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  radical  throughout,  ai>d  a  pretty 
terrible  fellow  when  once  going;  but  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  gentlemen  again,  that  when  the  peoplehear 
us  clamor  one  thing  to-day,  and  another  to-moiv 
row — denounce  one  man  for  sticking  to  his  par- 
ty^  and  another  for  not  Micking  to  his  party — they 
willbeaptto  conclude  it  is  done  moTt  ior  the  party 
than  for  the  country. 

The  gentleman  ifrom  Massachusett<9  has  intima- 
ted that  there  will  be  trouble  in  onr  own  ranks;  that 
there  are  breakers  ahead.  He  says  that  the  names 
of  our  candidates  for  the  presidency  are  "legion." 
Now,  I  will  iake.the  liberty  of  informing  that  gei>- 
tleman  that  he  need  give  himself  no  uneasiness  on 
that  subject.  It  is  true,  we  have  many  eminent 
and  worthy  sons  in  our  ranks,  whose  talents  and  ser* 
vices  to  our  country  eminently  qualify  them  for 
that  high  station.  Most,  if  not  all  of  them,  are 
striving  with  a  laudable  ambition,  by  worthy  means, 
to  reach  that  summit  of  human  ambition.  But,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  must  recollect  one 
other  thing;  and  that  is,  none  of  our  men  ever 
come  before  they  are  called.  We  have  a  long  es- 
tablished usage  in  our  household  upon  this  subject. 
We  submit  all  our  claims,  and  the  claims  of  our 
respective  friends,  to  the  decision  of  a  majority  of 
our  friends  in  convention.  Such  a  meeting  we  are 
yet  to  have,  when  the  conscript  fathers  of  our  faith 
will  meet  in  council.  When  they  have  thus  spo- 
ken, their  voice  will  be  responded  to  with  one  uni- 
versal shout  of  approval,  from  Maine  to  Arkansas. 
Before  that  day  arrives,  we  each  have  our  prefer- 
ences, and  will  freely  express  them.  After  that 
day  has  passed,  these  personal  preferences  give 
place  to  our  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  likewise  indulges  in  the 
hope  that  a  division  mav  yet  spring  up  amongst  the 
Democracy.  And  with  a  view  to  foment  these 
supposed  differences,  he  has  artfully  spoken  of  geo- 
graphical divisions.  He  says  he  had  hoped  to  meet, 
m  our  next  fight,  the  great  Southern  chief.  At  the 
same  lime  he  expresses  ihis  wish,  he  insinuates  that 
this  fancy  of  his  is  not  likejy  to.be  gratified,  judg- 
ing from  the  "signs  of  the  times." 

Let  me  tell  my  colleague  that  he  is  not  a  good 
observer  of  the  "signs  of  the  times."  And  further, 
if  he  supposes  that  that  chief  will  be  the  easiest 
overcome  in  the  coming  conflict,  he  is  mistaken  in 
that  too.  If  the  mantle  of  the  people's  choice  should 
fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  that  chief,  I,  for  one,  will 
give  the  hearty  response— Amen.  Under  his  lead, 
or  that  of  any  one  of  our  great  chiefs,  I  will  go  into 
the  battle,  with  full  confidence  in  being  able  to 
scatter  the  cohorts  of  Whigery,  backed  though  they 
may  be  with  the  disaffected  from  oil  qua,rters;  to 
which  you  may  add,  if  you  please,  ^//c  influence  of 
the  ''coiirStUntionalfact.^^  Here  let  mc  reinark,  that, 
if  President  Tyler  can  answer  the  catechism,  and 
receive  the  nomination  of  ihe  Democratic  conven- 
tion, then  I  stand  pledged  to  go  for  him-^[A  voice: 
"And  not  otherwise" ]~and  not  otherwise. 

We  seek  this  unanimity  of  action  in  our  entire 
party,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ojffice  or  patronage; 
for,  however  honorable  and  desirable  it  may  be  to 
serve  ou?  country  in  the  numerous  offices  of  trust 
or  profit  attached  thereto,  yet  this  with  us  is  a  sec- 
ondary consideration.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  certain  great  leading  Democratic  meas- 
ures that  we  seek  power.    [A  voice;  **What  ar<j 
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tbeyT^name  them."]  Sir,  I  have  not  time  now  to 
enamerate  them;  bat,  to  satisfy  the  gentleman,  I 
now  pledge  him,  that  if,  after  my  political  friends 
shall  have  nominated  their  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent, they  do  not  give  them  to  the  world  in  black 
and  white — if  they  do  not  write  them  out  in  bold 
relief,  so  that  he  who  runs  may  read-^r  if  they 
should  attempt  to  play  the  game  of  "no  more  dis- 
closures for  the  pnolic  eye" — lhen,1)efore  God,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  people,  I  will  denounce  them,  and 
refuse  to  act  with  them.  Does  this  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman? 

Yea,  sir,  in  due  time  our  banner  will  be  un- 
furled to  the  breeze.  The  mouths  of  our  prophets 
will  be  open;  and,  as  J  said  before,  if  John  Tyler 
can  respond  to  the?e  principles,  one  and  all,  and 
leceive  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion, he  will  be  good  enough  for  me,  notwUhstand- 
ing^  corruption  that  surrounds  him. 

Some  of  John  Tyler's  acts  I  most  heartily  ap- 
prove; and  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  close  the 
DenM)cratic  temple  against  him,  or  any  other  por- 
son  who  chooses  to  come.  But  there  are,  I  conress, 
some  of  those  surrounding  him,  who,  I  think,  would 
make  an  awkward  appearance  in  our  raoks.  Only 
ikinkf  for  a  moment,  of  an  Administration  with 
Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer  for  its  high 
priests,  endeavoring  to  recommend  itself  to  the  De- 
moeracyt  Sir,  yon  might  as  well  attempt  to  grafl 
a  crab-tree  on  an  orange-stock.  Yet,  Mr.  Webster 
has  said  somewhere— at  "Patchogue,"  I  believe- 
that  he  was  a  Democrat— a  Democrat  ot  the  Jefferson 
school.  It  may  be  so;  but  I  was  not  taught  to  be- 
lieve Webster  a  Democrat.  Iconfe^ss  I  have  strong 
Srejadices  against  the  man;  but,  notwithstanding  I 
ave  looked  upon  him  as  a  political  leper,  yet  I 
confess  that,  since  he  has  been  so  liberally  de- 
nounced by  his  old  cronies — by  those  who  used  to 
call  him  the  "god-like"— those  who  ate  bread  with 
him — and,  above  4II,  ihose  who  drank  his  wine 
on  the  night  preceding  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt 
law, — since  these  men  have  denounced  him,  I 
have  thought  that  possibly  there  was  something 
good  in  him.  These  denunciations  have  caused 
me  to  look  a  little  closer  into  his  political  history; 
and  if,  upon  fiitl  examination,  I  find  one  good  act — 
'  ope  single  green  spot  to  rest  my  eye  on— I  will 
consent  that  he  may  come  into  our  party:  pro- 
vided, always,  he  comes  as  a  private;  as  a  "cap- 
ting,"  he  cannot  come. 

As  to  bargains,  1  tell  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
soa^]-  on  behalf  of  at  least  the  Democracy  of  the 
HoosiefState,  there  will  be  none  made.  But  at  the 
same  time  that  we  refuse  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Administration,  we  will,  by  no  means, 
refuse  to  aid  the  Administration  to  carry  on  the 
Government.  We  will  not  refuse  to  support  a  good 
measure,  simply  because  it  is  recommended  by  a 
man  in  whose  election  »we  had  no  agency.  I,  for 
one,  will  vote  fo^  every  measure  I  think  right,  let 
who  will  recommend  it;  much  less  will  I  join  , 
in  an  attempt  to  tumble  my  Government  to  pieces, 
merely  for  the  gratification  of  seeing  John  Tyler 
buried  under  its  ruins. 

AHer  the  general  route  sustained  by  the  Whig 
party  since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress,  I 
had  hoped  they  would  have  been  taught  wi^om, 
and  somewba',  changed  their  haughty  dictatorial 
tone.  Whipping  is'beneficial  generally  on  bad  child- 
ren, and  1  thought  it  would  have  done  the  Whigs 
Sood.  Never  did  a  party  so  much  need  taking 
own.  None  was  ever  so  haughty,  so  presuming, 
so  self-conceited.  Well  do  I  remember  the  declar- 
ation of  the  imperious  tenant  of  Ashland,  that  the  . 
Democrats  were  like  criminals  on  the  hangman's 
cart,  waiting  only  for  the  order  of  execution.  Yes, 
sir,  no  longer  ago  than  the  extra  session,  this  was 
the  language  of  the  master  here,  and  repealed  by 
the  man  the  country  over,  indeed,  it  appeared  to 
me  at  the  extra  session,  and  a  part  of  the  last,  that 
the  entire  party  had  tried  how  they  could  act  the 
tyrant.  All  discussion,  all  freedom  of  debate,  was 
effectually  set  aside — the  gag  introduced — the  hour 
rule  applied—and  this  hall,  sacred  to  liberty,  made 
to  play  second  fiddle  to  caucus  rooms.  Let  me  here 
put  in  a  few  words  in  exculpation  ot  some  of  those 
who  aided  in  this  work  of  furies  I  do  not  arcuse 
my  Whig  friends  with  having  perpetrated  all  the 
mischiels  of  which  they  were  the  authors,  out  of 
mere  wantonness.  It  grew  partly  out  of  ignorance 
of  their  duties.  They  knew  not  how  to  manage. 
They  had  been  along  time  out  of  power— they  had 
been  running  on  grass,  (to  use  a  farmer's  phrase,) 
until  they  had  become  lean  and  lank.  The  conse  • 
^aence  was,  when  they  got  into  clover,  their  course 


was  constantly  marked  by  the  most  enormous 
excesses.  Such  another  set  of  legislators  I  hope 
never  again  to  see. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  I  hoped, 
from  their  condi:^ct,  that  the  late  elections  had  had 
their  desired  effect  on  the  Whigs  in  this  House.  Un- 
der this  impression,  I  wrote  to  numbers  of  my 
friends  that  the  Whigs  were  qtrite  tame,  and  dis- 
posed to  attend  to  public  business.  If,  however,  it 
shall  turn  out  that  destruction  is  not  sufficient,  but 
that  nothing  else  than  annihilation  will  do  this 
party,  I  hope,  at  least,  that  those  who  are  yet  sober 
on  political  matters  will  take  the  warning  which 
the  prostration  of  the  late  Whig  party  gives  to  the 
world;  and.  in  future,  let  politicians  here  make  the 
laws,  and  the  people  will  make  the  Presidents. 

In  defence  or  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  CusHJNo]  against  the  charge  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Everett,]  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  this  party  and  personal  debate  did  not  originate 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  If  my 
inemory  serves  me,  it  originated  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  who  opened 
up  the  floodgates  of  his  wrath  against  the  Admin- 
istration, and  poured  sluices  of  billingsgate  upon 
the  heads  of  John  Tyler  and  his  friends;  a  liberal 
share  of  which  was  meted  out  to  what  be  calls 
"the  sub-tranian  Democracy." 

/Thus,  you  see,  this  debate  originated  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the^House.  Indeed,  I  have  never 
known  one  of  this  character  that  did  not:  and  1 
now  challenge  any  person  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  to  mention  the  occasion,  since  this  Congress 
commenced  its  first  session,  when  any  member  of 
the  Democratic  party  commenced  a  party  debate 
that  consumed  the  time  of  the  House  one  hour. 
There  is  no  such  instance.  Heretofore,  during 
this  session,  the  Whigs,  smarting  under  their  late 
castigation,  have  forborne  to  enter  into  a  personal 
or  party  debate.  Within  the  last  few  days,  how- 
ever, they  have  shown  an  evident  disposition  to 
launch  out  into  their  former  practices  of  violence 
and  vituperation.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  expected  that 
the  particular  friends  of  the  President  will  sit  still, 
and  hear  themselves  and  their  friends  .violently 
and  wantonly  assailed,  without  making  a  proper 
reply  and  suitable  resentmenti  The  whole  course 
of  my  Whig  Iriends  here  seems  to  me  to  be  direct- 
ed to  sustaining  the  power  which  they  by  accident 
obtained;  and  I  will  be  excused  for  saying  that, 
unless  they  alter  their  course,  and  that  speedily, 
such  an  accident  will  never  happen  to  them  again. 

.  One  word  further  upon  the  suoject  of  a  coalition 
between  the  Administration  and  the  Democrats.  I 
see  no  signs  of  such  a  union.  There  seems  to  me 
as  much  prospect  of  the  ultra  Whigs— the  "white 
Charlies" — coalescing  with  the  Democrats,  as  there 
is  of  Tyler  and  his  friends.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  I,  for  one,  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  sus- 
picion of  bargain  and  intrigue.  It  was  the  sup- 
posed, if  not  real,  bargain  between  the  venerable 
ex-President  now  on  this  floor,  and  the  "Western 
Star,"  which  caused  the  sun  of  Ashland  to  set,  antl 
set  forever.  With  this  example  of  results  before 
me,  I  pray  my  name  may  never  be  tainted  with 
the  suspicion  of  a  political  bargain.  I  am  now  just 
starting  out  in  political  life,  and  I  cannot  say  where 
I  may  want  to  go  yet; — perhaps  I  may  aspire  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate — perhaps  to  the  Vice  Presidency, 
or  even  the  Presidency.  There  is  no  telling  where 
the  untamed  ambition  of  a  native  Hoosier  may  lead 
him;  but,  come  of  me  what  noay,  I  pray  that  I  may 
never  have  attached  to  me  even  a  suspicion  of 
political  bargain  and  sale. 

One  concluding  remark  to  my  colleague  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the 
geographical  divisions  which  they  hope  will  spring 
up  amongst  the  Democrats.  Both  these  gentlemen 
seem  delighted  with  this  idea.  These  gentlemen 
know  nothing  of  the  "hooks  of  steel"  that  bind 
Democrats  each  to  the  other,  and  all  together.  If 
they  did,  they  would  know  that  the  affections  of 
that  party  towards  their  public  men  are  not  in  the 
least  degree  dependent  upon  geographical  location. 
Democrats  know  no  distinctions  of  geography. 
The  links  and  bonds  that  bind  them  together  are 
sufficiently  large  to  embrace  a  hemisphere  within 
its  circle.  Let  the  nomination  once  be  made — 
there  will  be  no  difference  whether  the  candidate 
comes  from  the  North  or  the  South,  the  "East  or  the 
West.  Nor  will  it  be  material  who  opposes— the 
Whigs,  the  "white  Charlies,"  or  even  the  "consti- 
tutional fact,"  or  all  these  together.  Give  us  an 
open  field  and  a  fair  fight,  and  we  will  lick  them, 
one  and  all—else  I  am  no  prophet. 


SPEECH  OF  Mr-  BENTON, 
OF  BasaouRi, 

In  Senate,  Thursday,  January  12,  186— Ob  the 

Oregon  bill.  ■ 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  in  substance,  that  the  ob^ 
jeciions  to  this  bill  grew  out  of  the  clause  grastiag 
land  to  the  settlers,  not  so  much  on  accoaat  of  the 
grants  themselves,  as  on  account  of  the  excloaiTci 
jurisdiction  over  the  country,  which  the  grants 
wonld  seem  to  imply.  This  was  the  objecUon;  for 
no  one  defended  the  title  of  the  British  to  oae  ii^ 
square  of  the  valley  of  Oregon.  The  Senator  frooi 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevieh,]  who  has  just  spoken,  ha4 
,  /wc)l  said  that  this  was  an  objection  to  the  wboli 

^  bill;  for  the  rest  would  be  worth  nothing,  wixhoA 
these  grants  to  the  settlers.  Nobody  wouM  go  ibcft 
without  the  inducement  of  land.  The  British  tat 
planted  a  power  there — the  Hudson  Bay  For  Cob^ 
pany — in  which  the  old  Northwest  Compaay  vag 
merged;  and  this  power  was  to  them  in  the  2Ccv 
World  what  the  East  India  Compint  was  to  ihcH 
in  the  Old  World:  it  was  an  arm  of  the  Gorera. 
ment.  and  did  everything  for  the  Groverameii 
which  policv,  or  treaties,  prevented  it  from  doiag 
for  itself.  This  company  was  settliiig  and  cokn 
nizing  the  Columbia  for  the  British  Grovemfflnl; 
and  we  wish  American  citizens  to  settle  and  colo- 
nize it  for  us.  The  British  Government  gives  ia* 
ducement  to  this  company.  It  gives  th^tra^ 
lyCommerce,  an  exclusive  charter,  laws,  and  natioul 

^  i  ^protection.  We  must  give  inducement  also;  lod 
our  inducement  must  be  land  and  proiectiaa. 
Grants  of  land  will  carry  settlers  there;  and  ttx 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tippan]  was  treading  in 
the  tracks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  (perhaps  without  Ut- 
ing  read  his  recommendation,  although  be  has  read 
much)  when  he  proposed,  in  his  speech  of  yester- 
day, to  plant  50,000  settlers,  with  their  50,000  riOei 
on  the  oanks  of  the  Oregon.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
proposed  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  Lonisiaaa. 
He  proposed  that  we  shoilld  setUe  that  vast  domaia 
when  we  acquired  it;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  do- 
nations of  land  should  be  made  to  the  first  30,001 
settlers  who  should  go  there.  This  was  the  ngk 
doctrine,  and  the  old  doctrine.  .The  white  race 
were  a  land-loving  people,  and  had  a  right  to  pos- 
sess it,  because  they  used  it  according  to  the  inio- 
tions  of  the  Creator.  The  white  race  went  fix 
land,  and  they  will  continue  to  go  for  it,  and  will  go 
where  they  can  get  it.  Europe,  Asia,  and  Americi 
have  been  settled  by  them  in  this  wav.  All  the 
States  of  this  Union  have  been  so  setUed.  The 
principle  is  founded  in  their  nature,  and  in  Gods 
command;  and  it  will  continue  to  be  obeyed.  Tbe 
valley  of  the  Columbia  is  a  vast  field  open  to  the  set- 
tler. It  is  ours,  and  our  people  are  beginning  to  go 
upon  it.    They  go  under  the  expectation  of  gettinf 

IKland;  and  that  expectation  must  be  confirmed  to 
them.  This  bill  proposes  to  confirm  it;  aiidifit 
fails  in  this  particular,  it  fails  in  all.  There  is 
nothing  lefl  to  induce  emigration;  and  emigraticn 
is  the  onlv  thing  which  can  save  the  country  from 
the  Britisii,  acting  through  their  powerful  agent— 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  restate  the  American 
title  to  this  country:  it  had  been  well  d(^e  by  otben 
who  had  preceded  him  in  the  delnte.  He  would 
only  give  a  little  more  development  to  two  poim^- 
the  treaties  of  1803  and  1819;  the  former  wiih 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Lonisiana:  theta* 
ter  with  Spain,  by  which  we  acqaired  all  ker 
rights  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America  north  of 
42  degrees.  By  the  first  of  these  treaties  we  b^ 
came  a  party  to  the  lOth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  between  France  and  England;  the  treaty 
IV  of  peace  of  1714  which  terminated  the  wars  of 
^  dueen  Anne  and  Louis  XIV,  and  settled  all 
their  differences  of  every  kind  in  Kurc^  aid 
America,  and  undertook  to  prevent  the  recnrrence 
of  future  differences  between  them.  The  lOih  arti- 
cle of  this  treaty  applied  to  their  settlements  aad 
territories  in  I^orth  America,  and  directed  coo* 
missaries  to  be  appointed  to  mark  and  define  tkir 
possessions.  These  commissaries  did  their  vork. 
Thev  drew  a  line  from  ocean  to  ocean,  to  separate 
the  French  and  British  dominions,  and  toprevcv 
future  encroachments  and  collisions.  Tmsliae 
began  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  followed  t 
course  slightly  south  of  west,  to  the  centre  of  Nortk 
America,  leaving  the  British  settlements  of  Bod- 
son's  Bay  to  the  north,  and  the  French  Canadia 
possessions  to  the  south.  This  line  took  tot  a  land- 
mark the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  which  was  theate* 
lieved  to  be  due  east  Crom  the  head  oCtiitf  Missfe* 
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Sppi;  and  fh>m  tliat  point  took  the  49th  ]Mirallfilof 
lonh  latitude  indefinitely  to  the  west    The  lan- 

Ege  of  the  line  is  'HndifimtOy:'*  and  this  estab- 
M  the  northern  boundary  of  Louisiana,  and 
vected  a  wall  beyond  which  future  French  settle- 
nents  could  not  cross  to  the  north,  nor  British  to 
he  south. 

As  purchasers  of  Louisiana,  the  treaty  of  18031 
nade  us  party  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  made  the  49th  parallel  the  same  to  us 
ind  the  British,  which  it  had  been  to  the  Fi^nch 
ind  the  British :  it  became  a  wall  which  neither 
ould  pass,  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  that  line. 
This  tne  British  saw,  and  quickly  went  to  work  to 
ibrogate  or  mutilate  a  line  which  presented  an 
mpassable  barrier  to  their  designs  upon  the  Co- 
ambia  river.    The  American,  Captain  Qray,  had 
irst  discovered  that  river  at  its  mouth,  in  1790: 
^wls  and  Clarke  had  discovered  it  from  its  head 
o  the  sea  in  1804-5;  and  these  discoveries  of  con- 
iguous  territory  gave  tis  the  rights  of  first  dis- 
:overy  over  the  whole  river,  in  addition  to  the 
igbts  derived  from  treaties.    But  no  sooner  had 
!?aptain  Gray  discovered  this  greaf  river  than  the 
3ntish  coveted  it,  and  sent  out  McEJenzie  to  dis- 
cover it  over  again,  and  especially  to  find  its  head 
n  high  northern  latitudes.    To  do  this,  McKenzie, 
)roc^ing  from  Canada,  bore  far  to  the  north;  miss- 
Mi  all  the  waters  of  the  Columbia;  fell  upon  the  To- 
{mUhe  T^srse:  and  struck  the  ocean  nve  hundred 
niles  (following  the  coast)  to  the  north  of  the  Co- 
umbia.    Thus,  this  attempt  to  hatch  a  claim  to  this 
Iver,  by  discovering  it  at  the  head,  afler  we  had 
liscovered  it  at  the  mouth,  entirely  failed;  and  the 
Sritish  were  left  without  a  pretext  for  claiming 
>ur  property.    In  this  dilemma,  McKenzie  pro« 
)08ea  to  make  short  work  of  it  with  the  United 
States:  he  proposed  to  seize'  the  river,  and  to  hold 
t,  because  it  was  necessary  to  the  British  scheme 
}i  trade  and  domination  in  that  quarter;  and  to  ex- 
)el  all  "American  adverUurers"  from  it.    His  ad- 
iice  was  in  these  words: 

*Tlw  Rnwiiiif,  who  fint  difcorared  that  along  the  coatu  of 
iflte  no  awful  or  ra^uIaroavigatioD  existed,  opened  an  Interior 
looimaoicaiion  by  nrer%  Ac,  and  thtough  thai  long  and  wide 
txtaoded  coDtinent,  to  the  strait  that  separates  Asia  from  Aroeri- 
a,  orer  wlil^  they  passed  to  the  American  continent.  Our 
icwttUon  is  at  length  In  some  degree  simliar  to  theirs^the  noo- 
«ifli«Qce  of  a  practicable  passage  b]rsea,  and  the  existence  of 
oe  through  the  eontiaen^  are  clearly  proved:  and  it  requires 
oly  the  coanteoance  and  support  of  the  Briimi  CtoTemment 
>  inereaM^  in  a  very  ample  proportion,  this  national  advantage, 
nd  •ecnre  the  trade  •(  tnat  countrjr  to  iia  sutuei^s.   v   *        * 

By  the  rivers  which  discharge  them< 


r  to  destroy  this  line,  at  least  beyond  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains; and  labored  indefatigably  at  it,  until  they  ac- 
complished their  design. 

Ijouisiana  wafe  acquired  in  1803.   In  the  very  in- 
stant of  signine -the  treaty  which  brought  us  that 
irovince,  another*  treaty  was  signed  m  London, 
without  a  knowledge  of  what  watT  done  in  Pans,) 
ixing,  among  other  things,  the  line  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  ^iiisissippi.     This  treaty, 
signed  by  Mr.  Rufus  Ring  and  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
was  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefierson,  without  reference  to 
the  Senate,  on  account  of  the  fiflh  article,  (which 
related  to  the  line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
and  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,)  for  fear  it  might 
compromise  the  northern  bounoary  of  Louisiana 
i4tnd  the  line  of  49  decrees.    In  this  necrotiation  of 
1803,  the  British  made  no  attempt  on  the  line  of 
.the  49th  degree,  because  it  was  not  then  known  to 
them  that  we  had  acquired  Louisiana;  but  Mr.  Jef* 
ferson,  having  a  knowledge  of  this  acquisition, 
was  determined  that  nothmg  should  be  done  to 
compromise  our  rishts.  or  to  unsettle  the  bounda- 
ries established  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Another  treaty  was  negotiated  with  Great  Brit- 
ain in  1807,  between  Messrs.  Monroe  and  William 
Pinckney  on  one  side,  and  Lords  Holland  and 
Auckland  on  the  other.  The  English  were  now 
fully  possessed  of  the  fact  that  we  had  acquired 
Louisiana,  and  become  a  party  to  the  line  of  49  de- 
grees; and  they  sec  themselves  openly  to  work  to 
destroy  that  line.  The  correspondence  of  the  min- 
isters shows  the  pertinacity  of  these  attempts;  and 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  1818,  (when  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  Mr.  Monroe,)  to  Messrs. 
Rush  and  Gallatin,  then  in  London,  charged  with 
negotiating  a  convention  on  points  left  unsettled  at 
Ghent,  condense  the  history  of  the  mutual  propo- 
sitions then  made.  Finally,  an  article  was  agreed 
jnpon,  in  which  the  British  succeeded  in  mutilating 
Mhe  line,  and  stopping  it  at  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
This  treaty  of  1807  shared  the  fate  of  that  of  1803, 
but  for  a  different  reason.  It  was  rejected  by  Mr. 
Jefierson,  without  reference  to  the  Senate,  because 
it  did  not  contain  an  explicit  renunciation  of  the 
pretension  of  impressment ! 

At  Ghent  the  attempt  was  renewed:  the  ar* 
rest  of  the  line  at  the  Rocky  Mountains  was 
agreed  upon,  but  the  British  coupled  with  their 
proposition  a  demand  for  the  free  navie^tion  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  access  to  it  through  the  territories 
of  the  United  States;  and  this  demand  occasioned  the 
whole  article  to  be  omitted.  The  Ghent  treaty  was 
signed  without  any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  the 
^ine  along  the  49ih  degree,  and  that  point  became 
/  a  principal  o^ect  of  |he  ministers  charged  with 
completing  at  London,  in  1818,  the  subjects  unfin- 
ished at  Ghent  in  1814.  Thus  the  British  were 
again  foiled;  bat,  true  to  their  design,  they  persevered 
and  accomplished  it  in  the  convention  signed  at 
London  in  1818.  That  convention  arrested  the 
line  at  the  mountains,  and  opened  the  Columbia  to 
the  joint  occupation  of  the  British;  and,  being  rati- 
fied by  the  United  States,  it  has  become  binding 
and  obligatory  on  the  country.  But  it  is  a  point 
not  to  be  overlooked,  or  undervalued,  in  this  case, 
that  it  was  in  the  year  1818  that  this  arrestation  of 

U(he  line  took  place;  that  up  to  that  period  it  was  in 
full  force  in  all  its  extent,  and,  consequently,  in 
full  force  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  a  complete 
bar  (leaving  out  all  other  barriers^  to  any  British 
acquisition,  by  discovery,  south  oi  49  degrees  in 
North  America. 

The  other  point  in  our  title,  to  which  I  wish  to 
eive  a  little  more  development  than  it  has  received 
from  other  speakers,  is,  its  derivation  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain  of  1819.  By  that  treaty  the  Uni- 
ted States  succeeded  to  all  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America  north  or  42  de- 
grees. These  rights,  according  to  the  memoir  of 
Uie  Spanish  minister,  Don  Onis,  extended  to  the 
Russian  possessions—the  British  having  nothing  on 
that  coasti  This  was  the  representation  of  the 
Spanish  minister,  and  with  this,  the  fact  of  the  case 
agreed.  The  Nootka  Sound  treaty  and  controversy 
of  1790  had  decided  that  point!  It  decided  that  the 
British  had  no  right  to  Nootka,  a  place  four  de- 
grees north  of  the  Columbia,  and  no  way  connected 
with  it:  and  it  ended  in  obtaining  for  the  British 
the  privilege,  and  nothing  but  the  privilege,  of  fish- 
ing and  hunting  along  the  northwest  coast,  and 
erecting  the  temporary  huts  which  the  pursuit  of 
these  occupations  might  require.  Colonization  or 
settlement  was  renounced.    The  treaty  itself,  espe- 

, cially  the  3d  and  the  6th  articles,  will  prove  this; 

6  de^ees*    British  diplomacy  now  went  to  work  J|  and  the  parliamentary  debates  of  Iho  oay  corres- 
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!▼•«  into  uadson's  Bay,  at  rort  neiaoo.  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  head  of  the  Baskaichiwine 


elves  Into  Hadwn's  Bay,  at  Port  Nelson. 
n  the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  head 
iTer,  which  rises  in  the  Rocky  M oantaiiw.  net  ei||ht  degrees  of 
>n$itudeftem  thePaciflo  ocean.  The  Columbia  flowa  from 
le  eamo  mountains,  and  discharges  itself  into  the  Pacific  in 
orth  Uttlade36  degreee  20  minutes.  Both  of  them  are  capable 
f  reeetring  ships  at  their  mouths,  and  are  navigable  throughout 
V  boats.  •  •  •  •  ^         •        But 

rhatererconrM  may  be  uken  from  the  Atlantic,  the  Colum* 
ia  to  the  line  of  communication  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  point- 
d  oat  Inr  nature,  as  it  is  the  only  navigable  river  in  the  whole 
xteot  oif  Vancouver's  minute  survey  of  the  coast.  Its  banlts 
Lso  fiMrm  the  first  level  country  in  all  the  southern  extent  of 
oatiiMQtal  coast  from  Cook's,  entry,  and.  consequently,  the 
loac  fKMTthera  situation  suited  fur  the  residence  of  a  civilized 
eopla.  By  opeoing  this  intercourse  between  the  Atlantic  and 
)M^fic  oceans,  and  forming  regular  establishments  through  the 
iterlor,  and  at  both  extremes,  as  well  as  alon^  the  coasts  and 
rland^  the  entire  command  or  the  fur-trade  of  North  America 
light  be  obtained  from  latitude  45  to  the  pole,  except  that 
ortion  of  it  which  the  Russians  have  in  ibe  Pacific.  To  this 
tay  be  addsd  the  fi^htog  In  both  se^,  and  the  markets  in  ihs 
>aT  quarters  of  the  globe.  Such  would  be  the  field  for  com- 
lerclkl  enterprise;  and  incalculable  would  be  the  produce  of 
,  when  supported  by  the  operations  of  that  credit  and  capital 
rbich  Great  Britain  so  eminently  posaeesee.  Then  would  this 
nanny  begin  to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  it  has  sustain* 
i  \a  dtseovcringand  surveying  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocesn, 
'hich  is  at  present  leA  to  American  adventurers,  who,  without 
•^alarity  or  capital,  or  the  de^iire  of  conciliating  future  coi^fi- 
sncsu  look  altogether  te  the  interests  of  the  moment.  Buch  ad- 
BOtomsCand  many  of  iliem,  as  I  have  been  informed,  have 
een  very  successful)  would  initanUy  disappear  be ''ore  a  well- 
eealated  trade.  •  .  •  ...  j^^„y 
fldltleal  reasons,  whicli  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  enumerate. 
laac  preseot  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  man  acquainted 
rkh  the  ealarged  system  and  capacities  of  British  commerce, 
%  support  of  the  measures  wliich  I  have  briefly  suggested  as 
rumiMng  the  roast  important  advantagee  to  the  trade  of  (he 

fniced  IHnfdom. Let 

te  line  begin  where  it  may  on  the  Missiseippi,  it  must  be  con- 
nued  west,  till  It  terminates  in  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  south 
r  the  Columbia  river." 

This  was  the  proposition  of  McKenzie;  and 
rom  that  moment  the  labors  of  the  British  Gov- 
mment  became  systematic  and  incessant  to  seize 
ae  Columbia.  Their  first  step  in  this  work  was  to 
brogate,  or  mutilate,  the  established  boandary  of 
le  49th  degree  of  north  latitude;  for,  while  that 
ioe  stood,  they  could  not  approach  within  three  de- 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  which  was  in 


pond  with  the  words  of  the  treaty.  As  a  fact,  that 
treaty  nullifies  all  British  claim  on  the  northwest 
coast;  as  a  law,  (if  not  abrogated  bv  war,)  ii  would 
still  confine  them  to  the  pursuit  of  hunting^and  fish- 
ing. The  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  we  acquired  all 
the  Spanish  title  north  ol  42^,  has  given  us  aU  the 
benefits  of  the  Nootka  Soiind  treaty,  both  as  a  fact, 
and  as  a  law;  and,  tested  by  either,  the  British  are 
excluded  from  the  northwest  coast  of  Ameriea,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  settlement  or  colonization. 

Having  given  this  development  to  our  title  as  de- 
rived from  the  treaties  of  1803  and  1819  wKh 
France  and  Spain,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  the 
nullity  ofHhe  British  pretension,  and  the  tortious 
nature  of  the  possession  which  ihe^  had  acquired 
on  the  Columbia  river.  For  this  purpose  he  took 
several  positions,  and  stated  them  as  points  which 
ire  meant  to  establish  by  proof.  The  nrst  was,  that 
up  to  the  year  1818,  the  British  never  pretended  lo 
state  any  claim,  or  any  shadow  or  color  of  claim, 
of  any  kind  whatever,  to  the  Columbia  river.  The 
second  position  T^as,  that  in  the  year  1818  they  sug- 
gested title  under  the  discoveries  of  Captain  Cook, 
and  under  purchases  made  from  Indians  south  of 
the  Columbia  prior  lo  the  American  revolution;  but 
showed  nothing  to  sustain  these  empty  suggestions. 
The  third  position  was,  that  in  1836  they  ahandoned 
the  idle  suggestions  of  1818,  and  took  refuge,  for 
the  first  time,  under  the  Mootka  Sound  treaty;  and 
in  the  fourth  place,  he  undertook  to  show  that  their 
possession  of  the  Colombia  was  intrusive  and  tor- 
tious—a  trcjjpass,  and  a  fraud  upon  our  pre-existing 
possession  of  the  same  river,  and  a  wrong  and  ag- 
gression which  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
should  resist  and  repulse. 

In  support  of  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  read  copi- 
ously from  Mr.  Adams's  instructions  of  1818  to  the 
American  ministers  in  London  who  negotiated  the 
convention  of  that  year;  and  from  a  letter  from  Mr. 
John  Jacob  Astor  of  1813  tathe  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Monroe,)  to  be  laid  before  President  Madison. 
These  documents  established,  as  he  maintained,  all 
the  points  he  had  suited,  and  showed  the  nullity  and 
futility,  as  well  as  the  impudence,  of  the  British  pre- 
tension. 

"From  the  eamesiness  with  which  the  British  Government 
now  return  to  the  object  oi  fixing  this  boi^iidary,  there  is  reasoa 
to  believe  that  they  have  some  other  purpose  connected  whk 
it,  which  they  do  not  avow,  but  which,  in  their  estimaiinn. 
gives  ii  an  importance  not  belonging  to  it,  considered  in  itself!** 
•    •    *    ••Tiie  new  pretension.nowever,  of  dieputhig  out 
title  to  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
either  indicates  a  design,  on  their  part,  to  encroacli,  by  new 
eeuhli^ments  of  their  own,  upon  the  49th  parallel  of  lati* 
tude,  south  of  which  they  can  have  no  valid  claim;  or  it  maal* 
fests  a  jealousy  of  the  United  Staiee — a  desire  to  checic  the  pro* 
gress  of  our  seiilements,  of  which  it  might  have  been  supposed 
that  experieore  would,  before  this  dajr,  have  relieved  them.** 
•    •    •    •    ••Their  projects  for  the  line,  both  In  the  negotla* 

tions  of   Messrs.   Monroe    and  Pinckney    in    1807,  and   at 
Ghent  in  1814,  weretn  take  the  49ih  parallel  of  latitude  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  west,  as  far  as  the  territories  of  tlie 
]||W(ed:State8  extend  in  that  direction,  with  a  caveat  against  its 
'extensilin  to  the  South  Sea.  or  beyond  the  fitony  Mountaina. 
Upon  which  two  observaitons  are  to  be  made:  first,  that  it  is 
uncertain  whether  any  part  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woodais  in  laU* 
tude  49;  and,  secondly,  that  they  always  alTected  to  apply  the 
indefinite  of   the  extension,  '*a«  far  as  the  territmee  ex- 
tend," to  (he  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  those  of 
Great  Britain — leaving  a  nestecg  for  future  pretensions  south 
of  lautude  49."    •    '    •    •    •^Frum  the  laie  correspondence 
with  the  Spanish  minister,  (Bon  Ouis,)  it  appears  that  the  clann 
of  Spain  upon  the  shores  of  the  South  Sea  extends  to  the56ih 
degree  of  north  latitude:  but  there  is  a  RussiaQ  settlement  in  fid, 
besides  a  temporary  Io<lgment  connected  with  it  as  far  south  as 
42,    The  pretensions  of  the  British  may,  on  this  occastoo,  be 
disclosed.  We  know  not  precisely  what  they  are;  nor  have  they 
explained  the  grounds,  or  the  motives,  upon  which  they  eon* 
test  our  right  to  the  settlement  called  Astoria,  formed  tiefore 
the  late  war,  and  broke  up  by  the  British  stoop  of-war  Racoon, 
in  the  course  of  it."    •     •    •     •    n^s  the  Britbh  Oovemmeni 

admits,  explicitly,  iheir  obligation,  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
to  restore  the  post,  there  can  be  no  question  with  regard  to  the 
United  States  to  resume  it."    •    •    •    •    ''We  do  not  per- 
ceive how,  or  why,  tbisquestion  should  be  referred  to  two  com- 
mietionersof  the  respective  nations;  and  as  Russia  herself  has 
preteneiors  on  that  coast,  it  deserves  the  consideration  of  both 
parties,  whether  the  ultimate    determination   in  the  almost 
unavoidable  case  of  a  diflvrence  between  the  commissioners 
couldwithproprieiybereferrfd  10  her  sovereign."    •    •    •    • 

"The  expedient  itself,  of  submitting  questions  of  territerlal 
rights  and  boundaries,  in  discussion  between  rwo  nations,  to 
the  decision  of  a  third,  was  unusual,  if  not  entirely  new;  and 
should  the  contingency  occur,  will  nrobabiy  encounter  difficnU 
ties  of  execution  not  foreseen  at  ine  time  that  the  stipulation 
was  made  resorting  to  iL  The  subjects  in  controversy  are 
of  a  nature  too  intricate  and  complicated,  requiring  on  the  part 
of  the  arbitrator  a  patience  of  investigation  and  research,  his* 
iorical,  ppliticnl,  leaal,  geographical,  and  astronomical,  for 
which  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  the  sovereign  of  a  great 
empire  could  personally  bestow  the  time." 

Having  read  these  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams's 
letter  of  instrtictions  of  July,  1818,  Mr.  B.  com* 
menled  upon  them  to  sustain  his  several  positions 
in  relation  to  the  nullity,  inconsistency,  and  bad 
ftiith  of  the  Britlsta  pretension.    He  particularly 


76 


AFPEimiX  1*0  TBM  CONGIIlfiBSIOKAL  GLOBE. 


Mdte 


Am.  Mb, 


^Tth  CoifO****3ottBBa. 


The  Oregon  Bill — Mr.  BerUon, 


Senate. 


ymi 


relied  upon  these  expressions :  "  The  new  preten- 
sion of  disputing  our  title  to  the  Columbia  nrer" — 
"design  on,  their  part  to  encroach  by  new  establish- 
jnenis  south  of  49  degrees"— "desire  to  check  the 
progress  of  our  seitlemenis" — "jealousy  of  the 
United  States"— "fl/ccted  to  apply  the  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  limit  ip  our  territories,  and  not  to 
those  of  Great  Britain" — "leave  a  nest-egg  for  fu- 
ture pretensions  south  of  49" — "the  Spanish  minis- 
ter claims  for  Spain  to  56" — "the  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government  may,  on  this  occasion',  be  dU- 
closed" — "we  know  not  precisely  what  they  are." 
Upon  these  expressions,  and  others,  Mr.  B.  relied, 
and  commented,  to  show  that,  up  to  the  date  of  that 
letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  (to  wit,  July  28ih,  1818,)  the 
British  had  shown  or  suggested  no  claim  ot  any 
,  kind  whatever  to  any  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Co- 
lumbia; that  they  were  trusting  to  the  arts  of  diplo- 
macy to  generate  something  which  could  be 
hatched  into  a  claim;  and  that  their  design  was  to 
encroach  upon  our  settlements  south  of  49. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  question  in  July,  1818, 
when  the  negotiation  was  commenced  in  London, 
which  ended  in  the  convention  of  October  of  that 
year,  for  a  ten  years'  joint  possession  of  all  the 
country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  ne- 
gotiation was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Grailatin  and 
Rush,  and,  of  course,  was  calculated  to  constrain 
the  British  to  make  a  disclosure  of  the  grounds  of 
their  pretensions.  Mr.  Adams  had  notified  them 
that,  on  this  occasion,  the  British  claim  must  be 
disclosed;  and  disclosed  it  was!  and  what  a  disclo- 
sure !  Listen  to  it,  as  communicated  to  our  Gov- 
ernment by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Rush  in  their  des- 
patch of  October  !^,  1818,    Here  it  is : 

**The  British  plenipotentiarica  aaserted  that  former  voyages, 
and  piincipally  ihat  of  Capiaiu  Cook,  gave  to  Gieai  tin  ain 
the  lighia  denred  from  diRCnveiy;  and  ihey  all'j 'cd  to  pur- 
chaset  from  tbe  nauTea  south  uf  the  rivor  Columbia,  whtrK 
Uiey  alleged  to  have  been  made  prior  to  the  American  revolu- 
tion." 

This  was  the  claim  disclosed;  and  in  support  of 
this,  not  (Hie  name,  fact,  or  specification  of  any  kind 
was  submitted.  Discovery  and  purchase  wa^s  the 
ground  of  their  pretension.  But  who  discovered, 
and  when,  and  from  whom  the  purchase  was 
made,  the  Biiiish  commissioners  could  not  tell. 
They  did  not  attempt  to  tell;  but  propose!  to  com- 
promise the  question  by  taking  the  river  for  the 
boundaJpy,  and  getting  the  use  of  the  harbor  at  its 
mouth.  Their  proposition  to  this  effect  i^  thus  sta- 
ted, in  the  same  despatch,  by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Rush: 

"They  did  not  malce  any  lt>rmal  prnposiiion  for  a  boundary, 
but  intimated  iliat  the  river  itarlf  was  the  moat  convenient  that 
could  be  adopted,  ard  that  lliey  would  not  agree  to  any  that  did 
not  give  them  the  harbor  at  the  mouih  of  the  river  In  conuaon 
with  the  United  Siaiea." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  their  intimation  for  a 
boamdary;  and  in  this  intimation  we  recognise  the 
precise  policy  which  McKenzie  had  marked  out, 
and  by  which  the  British  were  to  become  the  mas- 
ters of  the  Columbia,  and  to  expel  the  "American 
adventurers"  from  it. 

Our  commissioners  did  not  agree  to  this  boimda- 
ry,  andto  thisjoini-tenantcy  in  the  harbor;  but  they 
signed  the  convention  of  18 18,  according  to  their  in- 
SU'Uctions,  which  arrested  the  line  of  the  4i)th  de- 
gree at  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  gave  a  joint  oc- 
cupation of  the  country  beyond  the  mountains  to 
both  parties.  Their  instructions  authorized  thera 
to  do  this:  and  the  point  to  be  now  noted  is,  that  up 
10  the  ratification  of  that  convention  the  line  of  VJ 
/degrees,  as  established  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
to  define  the  possessions  and  limit  the  acquisiiion. 
by  discovery  of  France  and  Grent  Britain  in 
North  America,  remained  in  full  force!  That 
line  was  in  force  until  we  ratified  the  convention; 
and,  by  that  line,  without  regard  to  other  barriers. 
Great  Britain  was  barred  out  from  all  the  valley  oi 
the  Columbia,  and  all  the  coast  of  North  America 
south  of  49  degrees.  The  convention  abrogated 
the  line — unhappily  abrogated  it^from  the  Rocky- 
Mountains  to  Uic  Pacific  ocean.  But  it  did  so  with 
a  reservation,  that  the  claims  of  the  parties  were 
not  to  be  affected  by  it.  The  abrogation  was  un- 
fortunate; but  the  reservation  was  a  stipulation  to 
prevent  mischief— a  stipulation  to  bntfle  the  de- 
signs of  subtle  diplomacy,  always  seeking  to  dcpos- 
ite  the  seeds  of  a  new  contestation  in  the  simulated 
settlement  of  an  old  one;  and  it  was  equivalent  to 
an  express  declaration  that  ihe  British  claim  was  to 
be  made  no  better,  and  ours  to  be  made  no  worse,  by 
ihisarrestation  ofthe  line  of  49  degrees,  and  the 
joint  occupation  ofthe  Columbia,  wiiich  resulted 
fix/m  it. 

We  ban  PQW  (said  Mr.  B.)  traced  the  British 
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?retension  up  to  the  conclusion  ofthe  convention  of 
818;  and  we  have  seen  that,  up  to  ihe  month  of 
July  of  that  year,  they  had  stated  or  suggested  no 
claim,  or  eveh  shadow  or  color  of  "claim,  to 
the  Columbia;  that,  being  pressed,  they  then  in- 
timated a  claim  resting  on  -  discovery  and  Pt^- 
cHASE,  but  wifhout  staling  a  single  particular  by 
which  this  pretended  discovery  and  purchase  could 
be  brought  to  the  touchstone  of  proof  and  reason. 
They  were  evidently  absurd,  and  even  ridiculous. 
All  the  world  knows  that  Capt.  Cook  neversaw  the 
Columbia ! — all  the  world  knows  that  no  other  Brit- 
ish navigator  ever  saw  it,  until  after  Capt.  Gray 
showed  it  to  them !— and,  as  for  the  Indian  pur- 
chases south  of  that  river,  before  the  Revolution,  it 
is  a  story  of  a  man  in  the  moon  !  and  has  no  name, 
date,  place,  sum,  sign,  trace,  circumstance,  fact,  or 
supposition  to  rest  upon  ! 

The  pretension,  then,  of  this  riffht  by  discovery, 
and  by  purchase,  so  tardily  brought  forward  in  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  are  absurdities  which  the  British  could 
not,  and  did  not,  support;  and  which  they  have 
since  totally  abandoned.  This  abandonment  was 
made  in  1827— at  the  time  when  the  convention  of 
1818,  being  about  to  expire  upon  its  limitation  of 
ten  years — was  renewed  until  one  of  the  parties 
chose  to  terminate  it  by  giving  twelve  months'  no- 
tice. It  was  made  by  Mes<;rs.  Huskisson  and  Ad- 
dington,  in  their  formal  negotiations  with  Mr.  Gal- 
latin for  the  renewal  of  the  convention  of  1818.  In 
that  negotiation,  they  delivered  a  paper  to  the  Amer- 
ican neeotiaior,  in  which  the  British  claim  to  the 
Columbia  is  referred — and  for  the  first  time  refer- 
red—to ihe.Noolka  Sound  convention  of  17901 
Hear  it !      ' 

"Therighteof  C3rfat  Biitain  are  racontedand  defined  in  the 
convention  of  1790:  they  enbrace  th^  right  lo  navigale  the  wa- 
ters of  iho«cco'i\itr  es—fo  prt.Ie  in  and  over  any  part  of  them, 
and  to  frHde  with  the  inhabitants  and  oc.rupiera  of  the  e^ame 
These  rights  have  been  peaceably  exercised  ever  since  the  date 
:>f  that  convention;  that  la,  for  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years. 
Ui^der  that  oonventiou,  valuable  Criiish  imeresta  have  grown 
up  in  that  qiianer." 

Here  is  a  complete  abandonment  of  the  claim 
founded  on  discovery  and  purchase  before  the  Rev- 
olution! That  claim,  setup  for  the  first  time  in 
1818,  is  abandoned  in-  18^7!— and  the  Nootka 
Sound  convention,  which  had  never  been  vouched 
before,  is  then  paraded  as  the  instrument  in  which 
the  "n^A's"  of  Great  Britain  are  ^^rccnrded^^  and 
^drjl.ncdf'  and  under  which  valuable  ^''British"  in- 
terests hnd  grown  up  in  that  quarter.  This  is,  at 
least,  an  admission  that  the  discovery  and  purchase 
brouL'hl  forward  as  the  foundation,  and  the  *:ole  foun- 
dation,tofthe  British  claimin  I8l8,  were  unfounded 
and  supposititious!  and  not  only  relieves  us  from  all 
further  attention  to  such  intimations,  but  gives  us 
the  benefit  of  a  legal  maxim,  as  universal  in*its  ap- 
plication as  it  is  just  and  reasonable  in  its  princi- 
ple!— that  maxim  which  discredits  the  whole  title, 
m  support  of  which  an  untruth  has  been  adduced. 

But  the  British  'WishC  to  the  Columbia  now 
rests  upon  the, Nootka  Sound  convention;  since  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1827,  their  claim  to  this  country 
has  become  a  "ri^rA/,"  and  this  "rt^Ai"  has  estab- 
lished itself  in  the  njusiy  record  of  the  Nootka 
Sound  convention!  Be  it  so!  We  will  quiekly 
see  what  lh?tt  convention  is  worth  to  them.  For 
that  purpose  w^  may  look  to  the  convention  itself, 
or  to  the  character  of  it  given  in  the  British  Hon^^^e 
of  Commons  at  the  time  of  it,s  negotiation.  The 
first  ariicle  of  the  treaty  restored  the  British  to 
iheir  fishing  and  hunting  privileges  and  buildings 
/in  Nootka  Bound.  The  third  article  granted  the 
limited  privilege  of  fishing  and  hunting  on  certain 
other  pj^  ris  of  the  coast;  and  the  sixth  article  limited 
the  buildings  which  might  be  erected  to  the  tempo- 
rary huts  nectfssary  for  the  hunters  and  fishermen. 
This  was  the  treaty.  Listen  to  Mr.  Fox.  After 
denouncing  the  treaty  as  one  of  concessions,  and 
not  of  AcaursiTioNs,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  he 
goes  on  to  say: 

"Our  riqht  befor<^,  waftoacitle  in  rtny  part  of  the  don th  or 
northwe:«  coa-jt  of  America,  not  fortified  n^dinet  ufiby  prevloti.i 
occupancy;  and  we  arc  now  rps^rKied  to  settle  in  certain  ptarps 
only,  an<^  under  certain  rcstrictiona.  This  wa»  an  irapttrlani 
cot!ce5sion  on  our  part."  .  •  .  .  . 

"Our  right  of  making  a-ttlements  was  not,  as  now,  a  right  to 
buiid  Ijuis,  but  to  plant coloniea,  II  we  thought  proper." 

•  *    "  By  the  3J  article,  we  areau- 

thorzed  to  navigate  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seae,  urmo- 
tested,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  natJvee.  But,  after 
thia  pompous  reccenition  of  right  to  navigation,  fi&hery,  and 
cmimerco,  comeflanoiher  article,  (the  eizth,)  v.  bich  takes  away 
the  r,t,iii  of  landing  and  erecting  even  temporary  hr»8,  for  any 
purpode  but  thatof  cariying  on  the  fiehety;  and  aniounfa  to  a 
complete  dereliction  0'  all  t'aht  tnaetite  m  any  way  for  the 
purpose  of  commerce  with  the  nativee." 

11     Ttzis  was  the  laogonge  oi  Mr,  Foxj  and  luicler 


this  language  Mr.  Pitt  (the  anther  of  the  coi?k. 
tion)  sunk  down  and  admitted  that  vcnas  np^, 
were  gained  under  the  treaty!  that  notUng  bad  leaj 
gained  but  the  aeknowledginent  ofthe  pre-exiiiiit 
right  of  fishing,  trading,  and  na^igatiog  tbePKi: 
oceatJ.    Hear  him: 

<<  In  anawer  to  thin,  Mr.  Piu  maintain^  tliat,  thoagh  vh 
th»  country  had  gained  conaiffted  not  of  new  rights,  itcerak 
ly  did  of  new  advantages.  We  bad  before  a  nfht  \a  e» 
Southern  whale  fishery,  and  a  right  to  navigate  aal  carry  x 
fi»herieN  in  the  Pacific  ocesn,  and  to  trade  on  the  coma  of  c* 
part  of  Northwefit  America;  but  that  tij^  not  nOy  had  m 
been  acknowledged,  but  disputed  and  retiated;  irtnr«M,bjt^ 
convention,  it  waa  secured  to  us — acircumaCaccevbidi,  liat^ 
no  new  right,  was  a  new  advantage." 

This'(said  Mr.  B.)  is  the  Nootka  SoHiidiiaiT, 
which  is  now  relied  upon  to  establish  the  Britik 
right  tQ  the  Coliunbia.  Under  this  treaty  they  km 
taken  possession  of  the  Columbia,  9ltIu>Q|^  501 
miles  irom  Nootka,  and  having  no  connezioBTsk 
it.  Under  this  treaty  a  British  colony  is  erowiif 
up  there;  and  in  protection  of  this  colony,  tie  Bti* 
isn  now  declare  their  determination  to  mm^ 
their  ground.  The  same  paper  .frrnoQ  Mr  Hosios^ 
son  and  Mr.  Addington,  which  vouched  the  NooUs 
convention  for  the  record  and  the  definition  (A  ik: 
^^rightf"  proceeds  to  say; 

"Under that  conventkm,  valuable Bridsh  Intereila  haregnr. 
up  in  these  countries.       *  '  •  .         .      . 

In  the  interior  of  the  country  in  queetioo,  tbe  sut^sctf  qTOk 
Britain  have  had  for  many  years  settlemeota  and  indiof  pan 
Several  of  these  poata  are  on  the  tributary  streans  of  um  C«. 
lumbia;  several  upon  the  Columbia  i'se]!;  aome  to  the  ni 
■ward,  and  others  to  the  south  wan)  of  that  river.  And  tfaej  s^ 
igate  theColurbbia  aathe  sole  channel  for  the  coavtjnaa 
their  produce  to  the  British  stations  nearest  the  sea,  aiuj  6k  It 
phipments  of  it  from  thence  to  Great  Britain.  It  wtlffibTli 
Columbia  that  these  posts  and  eeulemebta  receive ilinr  timi'. 
Bupplies  from  Great  Britain.        •  •  •        • 

To  the  interests  and  establlsbroents  whick fr- 
ish  industry  and  enterprise  have  created.  Great  Bntate  e*a 
protection.    That  protection  will  be  given  both  asreftrdia! 

TLEMBKT  and  FltEEBOU  of  TSADE  aod    KAVIOATIOil,  Wtth  OCi 

atienilen  not  to  inlrm^e  the  co-ordinaie  rights  uf  ifa«  Vvs 
Slater;  it  being  the  desire  of  the  British  Govenunei^  Ksa( 
aat'e  joint  occupancy  continues,  to  regula'e hi  owic^ 
tioiis  by  ihe  !^me  rules  which  govera  the  obligttioMof  we; 
other  occupying  party." 

Have  grown  up  there,  and  will  be  pnsedri 
British  interests  have  grown  up  on  tbe  Colmrfa; 
yfind  the  British  Government  owes  protecUoa  d 
/these  interests,  and  will  give  it!  Thisisoovb* 
language  of  British  ministers;  and  this  is  wteif? 
have  got  for  forty  years'  forbearance  to  assert  oc 
title!  The  nest-egg  laid  by  British  diplomacy,  ks 
undergone  incutotion,  and  has  hatched,  aid  te 
produced  a  full-grown  bird — a  game  cock— whid 
nas  clapped  his  wings  and  crowed  defiance  in  *}a 
face  of  the  American  eagle!  and  this  poor  eagle,  i 
a  view  could  be  got  of  him  as  he  stood  doriDgib 
*^informal  conferences"  helxf  ten  Mr.  Webster  od 
Lord  Ashburton,  would  be  found  (no  doabt)iofeav? 
stuck  his^head  under  his  wing,  and  hong  oat  \i£ 
white  and  craven  feather. 

British  interests  have  grown  up  onboibsidcsJ 
the  Columbia — to  the  south  as  well  as  to  the  cof*i 
of  the  river — and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Brits^ 
Grovemment  to  protect  the  whole.  So  ay  Mr 
Pluskisson  and  Mr.  Addington,  Bat  this  isdiplc- 
macy — modern  diplomacy — equivalent  to  fiiwR 

he  south  of  the  Columbia  has  not  beoi  »i2ed  j 
be  retained,  but  to  be  given  up!  Tbe  north  is  lo  k 
retained,  for  that  is  the  commanding  bank.  Tk 
south  is  only  seized  to  be  given  up  as  an  eqnirate. 
according  to  the  modern  system  of  compronjisffli, 
so  successfully  introduced  in  the  case  ofMaiue 
Seize  all!  then  give  bact  half!  call  this  a  comp 
mise!  and  there  will  be  people  (for  the  miJMSoi 
men  are  various)— there  will  be  people  foappln^ 
the  fine  arrangement,  and  to  thank  God  for  sticks 
happy  deliverance  from  war.  No,  sir,  la  Th- 
is a  joke  about  holding  on  to  the  south  banlr.  Tb^ 
settlements  made  there  are  for  surrender;  not  fe 
retention.  They  are  made  there  to  be  given  upfc 
equivalents  for  what  is  taken  from  us  on  the  nm 
and  thus  settle  the  Columbia  question  accordiof  i; 
the  precedent  of  Maine. 

But  the  settlements  on  the  north  bank:  their pft^ 
teclion  is  no  joke.  The  British  mean  to  hold  oiiy 
them,  for  they  command  the  remainder.  ^J 
Nootka  Sound  controversy  is  to  have  the  efet 
upon  us  which  it  could  not  have  upon  the  Spatiiare 
forty  years  ago.  In  vain  the  lighted  n»tch  w 
brandished  over  the  British  cannon  in  the  afeira 
Nootka  in  1790;  in  vain  immediate  wd  Woaij 
war  was  threatened.  The  Spanish  Gofenja^ 
though  old,  decrepid,  and  tottering  under  the  ftw« 
sway  of  Charles  IV.  and  the  fevofite  Godey,  «f 
yet  too  much  of  the  Castilian  blood  in  it  to  ptfiW 
I  dishoncy:  to  war.    They  pr^tartd  foxyrvlm^ 
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fiilsb,  seeing  that  the  Don  could  not  be  ballied, 
b'nquished  their  high  pretensions  of  colonization 
id  selilcmeftt.EUid  accepted  the  humble  privilege 
*  fishing,  ana  hunting,  and  sailing  the  high  seas, 
his  is  the  way  the  old  Nooika  controversy  between 
pain  and  &igland  ended  fifty  years  ago.  After 
e  experiment  vhich  the  British  have  just  made 
".  our  peace-loving  temper,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
at  we  shall  get  out  of  the  new  Nootka  scrape 
ithoiit  seeing  the  match  applied  to  the  priming, 
:  having  the  cup  of  dishonor  neld  to  our  lips  until 
e  drink  it  to  the  dregs. 

The  origin  and  the  character  of  these  establish- 
lents  on  the  Columbia,  which  the  British  Qovern- 
lent  avows  its  determination  to  protect,  I  now 
roceed  to  show,  and  for  that  purpose  will  have 
icourse  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor, 
Idressed  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  giving 
1  account  of  his  settlement  on  that  river,  and  the 
tempts  of  the  British  fur  company  to  break  it  up 
fore  the  war^  and  their  success  in  doing  so  after 
ic  war  commenced,  and  by  the  aid  of  their  Gov- 
rnment.  It  Was  in.  the  spring  of  1811  that  the  ship 
'onqain,  desnaiched  from  New  Yor|^  by  Mr.  As- 
'f,  carrj'ing  20  guns  and  60  men,  and  an  over-land 
arty  of  100  men,  led  by  Mr.  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  ar- 
ived  on  the  Colutnbia,  and  built  the  fort  called 
tStoria,  near  its  mouth,  and  trading  posts  in  the 
itcrior.  There  were  no  British  establishments 
len  upon  the  river !  But  the  moment  the  Hudson 
lay  Company  heard  of  Mr.  Aslot's  enterprise,  they 
ommenced  their  system  of  encroachment  upon  it. 
now  read  from  his  letters: 

"I\ii  well  known  thai  m  toon  aa  ihe  Northwest  Company  had 
ifornDaiioD  of  my  inteotions,  and  plan  for  conducting  my  cum- 
lercia!  operations,  they  despatched  a  party  of  men  from  the  in* 
ifior,  with  a  rfew  to  arrive  before  my  peo^eatCorumbia. 
"hiM  HMO  ware  obliged  to  return  without  efi«ctrog  their  ob- 
.XL  In  the  mean  time,  representations  were  maite  to  ihfir 
loTernmeDt  as  to  the  probable  etTect  nf  my  operations  on  their 
uerests,  and  requesting  to  interfere  in  their  behalf.  I'his  be* 
)f  Id  lime  of  peace,  the  Government  did  not  deem  itedviaable 
)0oso.  00  soon,  however,  as  war  was  declared,  these  reprc- 
stitaiioas  were  renewed.  Aid  was  asked  from  the  Govern* 
leoij  and  it  was  granted.  The  Phcebe  frierate,  and  sloops-of- 
rtr  Racoon  and  Porcupine,  were  sent  frora'England,  with  or* 
evilo  proceed  to  Columbia  river  and  destroy  my  property. 
'Iiaf  sailed  from  England  early  in  Jar.uary,  1613.  Arriving  at 
Uode  Janeiro,  Admiral  Dickson  ordered  the  Phoebe  frigate, 
nth  one  of  ihc  sloops,  to  pursue  Capiain  Porter,  in  the  frigate 
!flsez,  and  the  sloop-of-wai*  Racoon,  to  t lie  Columbia  rivei. 
Ills  arrived  there,  took  possession  in  the  name  oi  the  King,  and 
hsQgsd  the  name  of  the  place  (Astoria)  to  Fort  George. 
«    .    .    •    .    f^^  pj^j^  Ijy  ine  adopted  was  such  as  muat 

lave  materially  affected  the  interest  of  the  Northwest  and  Htid- 
on  Bay  Companies;  and  it  was  easy  to  be  foreseen  tliat  they 
roald  employ  every  measure  to  counteract  my  n|>eraiions;  and 
vhicb,  as  my  impressiotis,  I  stated  to  the  Executive  as  early  an 
■'ebruary,  1811,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  wliich  I 
»roic  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State;  to  whicn  no  reply  was  given. 
)q  rtfwaied  appLication,  some  time  after,  aid'^waa  promised 
Ds;  bull  believe  the situaiioQ  of  the  counuv  rendered  itincon' 
rsBleot  to  give  it."    ••••••»'!  believe,  at  preecnt, 

February,  1813.)  there  is  no  post  or  establishment  on  the  Co- 
ombia  river  but  the  nne  here  spoken  of,  (Astnria,)  .hough  I  am 
}titty  sure  tbe  Northwest  Company  will  endeavor  to  lix  one,  , 
IS  I  have  just  now  a  letter  fiora  London  dated  November  19th, 
18I2,)wbich  says  the  Northwest  Company  are  fitting  the  ship 
Isaac  Todd,  of  aoout  60U  tons,  to  go  to  the  north  west  coast.  The 
niter  does  not  say  under  what  circuaisuncea  the  ship  goes: 
iioithaishe  will  go  to  Columbia  river,  therecan  be  no  doubt.  I 
pray  yoo^sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  bring  this  sufaticct  under 
-be  coasideration  of  the  President^*'  &c. 

Mr.  B.  read  other  passages  from  Mr.  Astor's  let- 
ters, explanatory  of  his  enlarged  and  liberal  views 
in  making  the  establishment  at  the  month  of  the  Co- 
lombia rirer,  and  said  they  showed  him  to  be  a 
statesman  as  well  as  an  able  merchant.     He  aivso 
pa^d  a  high  encomium  on  the  character  of  Mr. 
Wilson  P.  Hunt,  who  led  the  overland  expedition 
of  100  men  to  the  Columbia  in  1811,  and  who,  not- 
wiibsianding  his  political  opposition,  was  kept  in  the 
best  fetieral  office  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri  (ihe  St. 
Louis  post  office)  eleven  and  a  half  years  out  of 
the  twelve  that  Gren.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren 
were  Presidents.     Having  done  this  justice  to  Mr." 
Astor,  and  his  agent,  Mr.  Hunt,  (the  first  projector, 
and  the  firtt  founder  of  a  white  settlement  on  the 
Columbia  rlrer,)   Mr.  B.  returned  to  the  i(game- 
diatc  object  of  his  quotations  from  Mr.  Astor's  let- 
ters: they  were  to  snow  that  he  made  the  first  set- 
-tleaient  on  the  Columbior-ihat  there  was  then  no 
British  settlement   upon  it— that   the  British  fur 
companiis  went  to  work  immediately  to  break  Ivim 
up— ihai  he  resisted  them  during  the  peace, i)ut 
sunk  under  them  during  the  war,  the  British  Gov- 
ernmeni  having  come  to  their  aia.    The  capture  of 
his  post  was  an  act  of  war,  done  by  a  British  sloop 
(if  war;  and  as  a  place  so  captured,  it  was  bound 
to  be  restored  at  the  peace.     The  Ghent  treaty 
sitpirtated  fidr  the  restitution)  md  it  was  restored. 
But  liere&fmvdtilent evasion  of  the  ueaty  was  im- 
»«diately  perpetrated.  The  fort  Astoria  was  given 


up;  and  the  clear  intention  of  the  restitution  was 
that  the  fort  represented  the  country,  and  that,  in 
its  surrender,  the  country  should  be  given  up.  This 
was  ihe  clear  intent  of  the  treaty;  not  so'the  conduct 
of  the  BMiish!  They  gave  up  the  little  fort  itself, 
and  immediately  built  a  better  one,  iii  a  better 
position  higher  up  the  river;  and  then  established  a 
chain  of  posts  from  ihetide-waier  to  the  mountains, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  These  are  the  es- 
tablishments which  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Ad^ 
dinglon  say  have  grown  up  under  the  Nootka  con- 
vention, and  to  which  tne  British  Government 
owes  protection,  and  intends  to  give  il!  These  are 
,  the  establishments  with  respect  to  which  that  ar- 
rogant language  was  used,  and  which,  in  fact,  are 
not  within  500  miles  of  Nootka  Sound,  and  have  no 
connexion  with  it.  They  are  wilful  encroachments 
upon  our  known  territory!— -they  are  flagrant  intru- 
sions upon  our  settlements! — they  are  fraudulent 
evasions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent! — and  they  are  ta- 
king the  character  of  permanent  pobsesvsion  and  na- 
tional colonies,  while  iheNootka  Sound  convention, 
under  which  they  are  alleged  (absurdly  alleged)  to 
-have  grown  up,  would  only  have  justified  tempor- 
ary huts  upon  the  coast,  for  the  personal  accommo- 
dation of  hunters  and  fishermen  while  pursuing 
their  craft.  Major  Pilcher,  late  .superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis,  (removed  for  his  poli- 
tics and  his  friendship  to  me,)  and  who  visited  the 
Columbia  in  1829,  thus  speaks' of  the  principal  of 
these  establishments,  such  as  it  was  at  that  time: 

"This  fort  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia,  i.*iarly  op- 
postte  the  mouth  of  the  Multnomah,  in  the  region  of  tide  water, 
and  near  the  head  of  ship  navigation.  It  is  a  grand  position, 
both  In  a  military  and  commercial  point  of  view,  and  formed 
to  command  the  whole  region  watered  by  the  Columbia  and  its 
tributaries.  The  surrounding  country,  both  jn  climate  and 
soil,  is  capable  of  susiainiiig  a  large  population;  and  its  re 
sources  in  timber  give  ample  faciliues  ior  shJp-buildirtg.  This 
post  isforu&ed  wUh  cannon;  and,  having  been  selected  as  the 
principal  or  master  posiiio;!.  no  pains  have  betn  Bj>ared  to 
Btrengihen  and  improve  it.  For  ihi«  purpose,  the  oltl  post  nefr 
the  mouihof  tlie  river  has  been  atmndoned  About  120  acres 
of  ground  are  in  cultivation;  and  the  product  in  wheat,  barley, 
oats,  corn,  potatoes,  andoiher  vegetables,  is  equal  tu  what  is 
icnoAu  in  the  best  parts  of  the  Uniud  State.**.  D«im».'siic  ani- 
mals are  numerous— the  horned  cattle  having  b-'en  stated  to 
me  at  300;  hogs,  horse,  sheep,  and  goats,  in  proportion;  also, 
the  usual  dom'csuc  inwlo:  cVLiyttiing,  in  fact,  ttidicating  a  per- 
manent establislirnent.  Sliip-huildiDg  ha;*  c<iniiutuced  at  this 
place.  One  ves.sel  hasbecti  built  and  ringed,  sent  to  sea,  and 
employed  in  the  trade  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  I  also  met  a  gen- 
tleman, on  my  way  to  Lake  VVmnipec,  at  the  portage  between 
the  (volumbia  and  Aihaba^tca,  who  was  on  his  way  from  Hud- 
son's Bay  to  Fort  C'll^i lie,  with  a  master  ship-carpenter,  and 
who  wn^  defined  for  Fi>^i  Vancouver,  for  the  purpnge  of  build- 
ing a  ship  of  considrrablc  burden.  Both  erisi  and  saw  mills 
have  been  built  at  Fort  Vancouver:  with  the  latter,  ihey  saw 
the  timber  which  is  needetl  for  their  own  use,  and  also  for  ex- 
poriaii^'n  to  the  Sandwich  Islands;  upon  the  (uruier,  their  wheal 
lamanufrictured  into  flour.  And,  from  all  that  I  could  learn, 
this  imi>or(ant  post  issilenUy  grnwina  up  into  a  colony;  and  is, 
perhaps,  intended  as  a  future  military  and  naval  station,  which 
was  not  expected  to  be  delivered  up  at  ihe  expiration  ol  the 
treaty  widch  granted  them  a  temporary  and  joint  possession." 

Such  are  the  nature,  origin,  and  present  condition 
of  the  British  esiablishmeuts  on  the  Columbia. 
They  are  inirusions  upon  our  known  territory — 
tortious  aggressions  before  the  war  on  Mr.  Astor's 
settlement — fraudulent  evasions  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent— and  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  Nooika 
Sound  convention  than  they  have  witli  the  late 
treaty  of  China.  NooUia  is  in  vain  invoked  to 
cover  these  encroachraenis  upon  us— encroachments 
for  whicU  British  diplomacy  has  been  endeavor- 
ing above  thirty  years  to  prepare  the  way— in 
which  the  powerful  Hudson  Bay  Company  has 
acted  as  the  agent  of  the  Government— and  for  the 
protection  of  which  company  the  Biitish  ministers 
now  boldly  hurl  defiance  in  our  faces.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  Novjika  treaty  to  cover  all  this,  even 
if  it  was  not  abrogated  by  war;  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  ilie  threat  of  war  is  to  have  an 
effect  upon  this  vigorous  young  Republic  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  people,  which  it  failed  to  have  over 
the  decaying  Spanish  monarchy  in  1790. 

Fort  Vancouver  is  but  one  of  the  British  estab- 
lishments OQ  the  Columbia:  they  have  a  connected 
chain  of  these  seiilements,  stretching  from  tidewater 
,10  the  mountain5,  and  connecting  with  the  interior 
posts  which  extend  from  Canada  and  from  Bud- 
son's  Bay.  They  have  the  possc^jbion  of  the  coun- 
try: while  the  posses^siDU  by  right,  by  treaties,  a ud 
by  the  admissfon  of  the  British  themselves,  belon.rs 
to  us.  This  was  admitted  during  the  negotiaiicns 
of  1818.  Mr.  Rush,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  of 
February,  1818,  bears  testimony  to  this  admission. 
He  says: 

*il  Is  proper,-  at  this  atage,  to  say  thai  Lord  Castlereagh  ad- 
mitted, in  the  moat  ample  eiteol,  our  ri^hi  to  be  reinstated,  end 
to  be  the  party  in  possession  while  treating  of  the  title." 

This  was  the  admission  of  Lord  Castlereagh 


while  negotiating  the  convention  of  1818.  He  had 
admitted  our  right  to  be  reinstated — that  is,  to  be 
restored  to  the  possession  which  we  had  before  'he 
war,  and  of  which  war  had  deprived  us.  Thi^ 
possession  was  not  limited  fo  the 'diagram  of  earth 
covered  by  Mr.  Astor's  f^rt,  but  to  tire  country  of 
which  it  was  part.  To  give  up  this  diagram  cov- 
•ered  by  a  fort,  and  then  go  and  take  possession  of 
all  the  country  besides,  was  not  a  restitution,  no 
more  than  it  would  have  been  to  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  Michigan  after  giving  up  Mackinaw,  or  of 
^^laine,  at^er  giving  up  Castine.  We  liave  a  right 
to  the  possession,  wnile  treating  of  the  title;  but  we 
have  not  thd  possession;  and  this  bill,  which  pro- 
poses merely  to  obtain  a  part  of  what  is  due  to  us, 
is  resisted  because  it  implies  the  assertion  of  an  ex- 
clusive possession,  and  may  be  a  breach  of  the  con- 
vention of  1818.  This  is  a  mistake.  Exclusive 
can  only  be  to  the  extent  occupied.  The  Brit- 
ish now  have  exclusive  possession  of  the  ground 
covered  by  Fort  Vancouver,  Fort  ColvfUe,  and 
other  forts,  afad  of  all  the  ground  which  they  culti- 
vate They  have  forts,  houses,  fields,  and  farms,, 
and  possess  them  exclusively.  Our  grants  will  be 
no  more  exclusive  than  theirs:  they  will  only  ex- 
clude to  the  extent  of  the  grant. 

The  objection  to  the  terms  of  this  bill  grow  out  of 
the  ihird  article  of  the  convention  of  1818 — that  ar- 
ticle which  gives  mutuality  of  occupancy,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  to  the  country  claimed  by  each  par- 
tv,  for  ten  years;  an  article  which  is  continued  in- 
definitely by  the  convention  of  1828,  subject  to  de- 
termination on  one  year's  notice  ft-om  either  party. 
It  is  supposed  that  that  article  will  prevent  us  from 
using  our  own  property  as  we  might  have  used  it 
before  that  convention  was  mad«.  This  is  a  mis- 
take; and  the  reading  of  the  article  itself  will 
show  that  its  object  was  to  give  the  privileges  of 
hunting,  fishing,  and  navigation  to  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  each  power  over  the  territories  claimed 
by  the  other,  without  diminishing  the  power  of 
each  over  the  territories  claimed  by  itself.  This  is 
clear  from  the  articl^,  which  is  in  these  words: 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either 
party  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  westward  of  the 
Stony  Mountains,  ehall,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and 
creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free 
and  open  for  the  terin  of  um  years  from  the  date  of  the  signature 
of  this  convention,  to  the  veawcls,  citizens,  and  Subjects  of  the 
two  power?;  ii  being  well  urideretood  that  this  aereement  is  not 
to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  tba 
two  hi«h  contraciirtg  parlies  may  have  to  any  part  of  said 
country;  nor  shall  it  bo  taken  to  hflert  the  claims  ol  any  other 
power  or  State  to  any  part  of  the  said  country;  the  pnly  object 
of  the  high  contracting  patties,  iu  that  respect,  being  to  pre- 
vent dispu'es  and  differences  amongst  themselves.'* 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  clear  and  explicit.  We 
acquire  the  righj;  of  going -upon  the  British  claims 
to  hunt,  fish,  and  navigate:  they  acquire  the  right 
to  come  upon  our  claims  for  the  same  purposes: 
the  claims  of  each  remaining  precisely  as  they 
were.  This  is  all  clear.  Now,  what  were  the 
claims  of  each  at  that  time?  Ours  was  territorial, 
ancl  definite  and  notorious  to  the  Colunibia  river, 
from  its  head  to  its  njouih.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  our  ministers  in  London,  and  their  let- 
ters to  him,  show  that  the  British  had  no  such 
claim;  that  they  pretended  none  such;  but  only 
labored  to  abrogate  the  line  of  forty-nine  degrees, 
and  to  lay  a  nest-egg  for  future  pretensions  south 
of  that  line.  Their  claims  were  in  the  northwest- 
far  in  the  northwest— where  McKenzie,  Heame, 
and  other  discoverers  had  gone,  and  where  the 
fur  companies  had  taken  possession.  Our  claim 
covered  the  whole  Columbia.  Mutuality  of  occu- 
pancy in  each  other's  claimed  territories  for  ten 
years,  without  diminution  of  rights  over  our  own 
claimed  territories,  was  the  extent  of  the  stipula- 
tion; and,  therefore,  we  might  oo  upon  our  claim 
whatever  we  did  before,  subject  to  the  navigation, 
trade,  «ic.,  \^ith,  which  it  was  encumbered.  We 
might  grant  land  before  the  convention;  we  can 
grant  it  since.  We  might  plant  a  colony  before 
the  convention,  and  may  do  it  since;  and  the  grant 
of  land  is  the  incident  of  colonization.  In  fact, 
we  have  placed  no  limitation  upon  our  preexislhig 
right*:. 

And  now,  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Brit- 
ish under  this  article!  They  have  crossed  the  49th 
degree— come  doWn  upon  the  Columbia — taken 
possession  of  it  from  the  head  to  the  mouth — 
fortified  and  colonized  it — monopolized  the  fur 
Ifade— driven  all  our  traders  across  the  -moun- 
tains— killed  more  than  a  thousand  of  them, 
(through  their  Indians,)  and  used  the  Colum- 
bia as  a  free  port,  through,  which  they  bring 
1  goods  free  of  duty  into  -our  territories— up  intCK 
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the  Rocky  Monntaiiis,  and  across  them.  This 
is  what  they  have  done  by  their  agent,  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company.  In  its  own  name,  and  by  an  act  of 
Parliament  immediately  after  the  convention,  the 
British  Government  has  extended  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  country,  takin^  no  notice  at  all  of  onr 
claims,  and  subjecting  all  our  citizens  and  their 
property  to  British  judges,  British  courts,  and  ap- 
peals to  Canada.  This  act  has  been  read  by  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Linn,]  and  I  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  all  Americans  who  object  to  this  bill 
for  fear  it  may  imply  an  exclusive  jurisdiction ! 
and  so  give  offence  to  the  British.  This  is  what 
has  been  done  by  the  British  since  the  conven- 
tion.   They  have  taken  possession  of  our  claimed 

*/ territory,  of  our  harbor,  our  river — colonized  the 
country — and  killed  and  expelled  our  traders. 
"What  have  we  donel  Nothing!  So  far  from  go- 
ing into  the  Northwest  to  hunt,  fish,  and  navigate 
on  their  claims,  we  have  been  expelled  from  our 
own^!  and  the  mutual  convention  has  become  the 
means  of  the  exclusive^ssession  of  the  British! 
Oar  traders,  left  to  contend  single-handed  agaitst 
the  organized  Hudson  Bay  Company,  against  their 
Indians,  against  their  free  goods,  have  all  been 
driven  in— forced  not  only  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Columbia,  but  out  of  the  Rocky  Mountains— and 
ruin  has  overtaken  many  of  them.  Even  the  strong 
and  rich  company  of  Mr.  Chouteau  can  no  longer 
ajpproach  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  Hudbon 
Bay  traders  are  the  masters  there.    Every  Ameri- 

/  can  that  approaches  that  region,  doesso  at  the  peril 
of  his  life.  Many  were  killedihere  this  summer. 
And,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  sit  here,  fearing  to 
pass  this  bill,  les^it  may  give  offence  to  the  British. 
It  is  time  to  terminate  this  convention  of  1816; 
it  is  time  to  terminate  the  discreditable  state  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  Columbia.  It  is  a  war 
sul^ect,  and  the  peace  mission  should  have  termi- 
nated it!  No  earthly  consideration  should  have  de- 
tached this  question  from  the  Maine  boundary,  and 
the  other  subjects  of  complaint.  To  separate  them, 
was  to  surrender  all  the  unsettled  questions.  The 
Columbia,  and  the  Southern  question  in  relation  to 
slaves,  were  separated;  and  in  that  separation  their 
sacrifice,  or  a  war  on  account  of  them,  was  in- 
volved. The  President,  in  his  message  recom- 
mending the  peace  treaty,  informs  us  that  the  Co- 
lumbia was  the  subject  of 'informal  conferences^^  be- 
tween the  negotiators  of  that  treaty;  but  that  it 
could  not  then  be  included  among  the  subjects  of 
formal  negotiation.  This  was  an  ominous  annun- 
ciation, and  should  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
President  to  a  great  danger.  If  the  peace  mission, 
which  came  here  to  settle  everyihing,  ar.d  which 
had  so  i^uch  to  gain  in  the  Maine  boundary  and 
the  African  alliance;— if  this  mission  could  not 
agree  wit  i  us  about  the  Columbia,  what  mission 
ever  cani  To  an  inquiry  Irom  the  Senate  to  know 
'the  nature  and  extent  of  these  ''informal  confer- 
ences" between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ashburton, 
and  to  learn  the  reason  why  the  Columbia  qutetion 
^  could  not  have  been  included  among  the  subjects 
of  formal  negotiation— to  these  inquiries,  the  Presi- 
dent answers,   that  it  is   incompatible   with  the 

/  public  interest  tocomipunicate  these  thin^  This 
IS  a  estrange  answer,  and  most  unexpected.  We  have 
no  political  secrets  in  our  country,  neither  among 
ourselves  nor  with  foreigners.  On  this  subject  of 
the  Columbia,  especially,  we  have  no  secrets. 
Everything  in  relation  lo  it  has  been  published. 
AU  the  conferences  heretofore  have  been  made  pub- 
lic. The  protocols,  the  minutes,  the  conversations, 
on  both  sides,  have  all  been  published.  The  British 
have  published  their  claim,  such  as  it  is:  we  have 
published  ours.  The  public  documents  are  full  of 
ihem»  and  there  can  be  nothing  in  the  question  it- 
self to  require  secrecy.  The  negotiator,  and  not 
the  subject,  may  require  secrecy.  Propositions 
may  have  been  made,  which  no  previous  adminis- 
tration would  tolerate,  and  which  it  may  be  deemed 
prudent  to  conceal  until  it  has  taken  the  form  of  a 
stipulatiorv,  and  the  cry  o!  war  can  be  raised  to 
ravish  its  ratific-ation  from  us.  All  previous  ad- 
ministrations, while  claiming  the  whole  valley  of 
.the  Columbia,  have  refused  to  admit  a  particle  of 

^  British  claim  soulh  of  49  degrees.  Mr.  Adams,, 
nnder  Mr.  Monroe,  peremptorily  refused  to  submit 
any  such  claim  even  to  arbitration.  The  Maine 
boundary,  settled  by  the  treatv  of  1783,  had  been 
submitted  to  arbitration;  but  this  was  refused.  And 
now,  if,  after  all  this,  any  proposition  has  been  made 
t^  our  Goyernment  to  give  up  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  I,  for  one,  shall  not  fkil  to  brand  such  a 
proposition  with  the  nan^e  of  treason. 


This  pretension  to  the  Columbia  is  an  encroach- 
ment upon  .our  rights  and  possession.  It  is  a  ooo- 
tinuation  of  the  encroachments  which  Great  Brit- 
ain systematically  practises  upon  us.  Diplomacy 
and  audacity  carry  her  through,  and  gain  her  posi- 
tion after  position  upon  our  borders.  It  is  in  vain 
that  the  treaty  of  17^  gava  as  a  safe  military  fron- 
tier. We  have  been  lo8ir>g  it  ever  since  ine  late 
war,  and  are  still  losing  it.  The  commission  under 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  took  from  us  the  iilands  of 
Grand  Menan,  Campo  Bello,  and  Indian  island,  on 
the  coast  of  Maine,  and  which  command- the  bays 
of  Fundy  and  Passamaquoddy.  Those  islands  be- 
longed to  us  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  by  the  laws 
of  uod  and  Nature;  for  they  are  on  our  coast,  and 
within  wading  distance  of  it.  Can  we  not  wade  to 
these  islandsl  [Lookine  at  Senator  Wiluams,  who 
answered,  "Wc  can  wade  to  one  of  them."]  Yes, 
wade  to  it !  And  yet  the  British  worked  them  out 
of  us;  and  now  can  wade  to  us,  and  command  our 
land,  as  well  as  our  \^ater.  B3r  these  acquisitions, 
and  those  of  the  late  treaty,  the  Bay  of  Fundy  will 
become  a  great  naval  station  to  overawe  and  scourge 
our  whole  coast,  from  Maine  to  Florida.  Under 
the  same  commission  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  she  got 
from  us  the  island  of  Boisblanc,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Detroit  river,  and  which  commands  that  river  and 
the  entrance  into  Lake  Erie.  It  was  ours  nnder  the 
treaty  of  1783;  it  was  taken  from  us  by  diplomacy. 
And  now  an  American  ship  must  pass  between  the 
mouths  of  two  sets  of  British  batteries — one  on 
Boisblanc;  the  other  directly  opposite,  at  Maiden: 
and  the  two  batteries  within  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  of  each  other.  Am  I  right  as  to  the  diMancel 
[Looking  at  Senator  Woodbriixie,  who  answered, 
"The  distance  is  thifee  hundred  yards."]  Then 
comes  the  lace' treaty,  which  takes  from  us  (for  I 
will  say  nothing  of  what  the  award  gave  up  beyond 
the  St.  John)  the  mountain  frontier,  3,00(>  feet  in 
height,  150  miles  long,  approaching  Gluebec  and  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Feather- 
stonhaugh,  "commanding  all  their  communications, 
and  commanding  and  overawing  Gluebec  itself" 
This  we  have  given  up;  and,  in  doing  so,  have  given 
up  our  military  advantages  in  that  quarter,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  to 
be  used  against  ourselves  in  future  wars.  The 
boundarv  between  the  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  has  been  altered  by  the  late  treaty, 
and  subjected  us  to  another  encroachment,  and  to 
the  loss  of  a  military  advantage,  which  Qreat 
Britain  gains.  To  say  nothing  about  Pigeon  river 
as  being  or  not  being  the  **l(mg  lake"  of  the  treaty 
of  1783;  to  say  nothing  of  that,  there  are  yet  two 
routes  conunencing  in  that  stream— one  bearing  far 
to  the  south,  and  forming  the  large  island  called 
"Hunter's."  By  the  old  boundary,  the  line  went 
the  northern  route;  by  the  new,  it  goes, to  the  south; 
giving  the  Bntish  a  large  scope  of  our  territory, 
(whicbiis  of  no  great  vamep  but  giving  them,  also, 
the  exclusive  possession  ofihe  old  route,  the  best 
route,  and  the  one  commanding  the  Indians,  which 
is  of  great  importance.  Above  all,  he  brings  them 
back  to  the  Grand  portage,  on  this  side  of  Pigeon 
river,  from  which  they  removed  forty  years  ago  to 
avoid  paying  duties;  and  then  went  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam, beyond  the  Kamanistequia;  he  brings  back  the 
British  fur  company,  and  re-establishes  them  in 
the  United  States.  At  the  same  time,  while  yield- 
ing to  this  encroachment  upon  us  in  the  North- 
west, the  American  negotiator,  disregarding  his 
own  wimesses  when  they  would  not  follow 
his  leading  questions  to  draw  testimony  fa- 
vorable lo'the  British,--disregarding  ihese  witnesses, 
the  American  negotiator,  yields  to  an  encroach- 
ment in  that  quarter;  grants  all  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon  asked,  and  then  affects  to  have  made  an  acqui- 
sition there  of  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral 
land!  The  encroachment  now  attempted  upon  the 
Columbia,  is  but  a  continuation  of  this  system  of 
encroachments  which  is  kept  up  against  us,  and 
which,  until  1818,  labored  even  lo  get  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  by  laboring  to  make  the 
line  from  the  Lake  ol  the  Woods  reach  its  head 
spring.  If  Great  B  ritain  had  succeeded  in  getting  th  is 
line  to  touch  the  Mississippi,  she  was  then  to  claim 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions, contrary  to  her  doctrine  in  the  case  of  the 
people  of  Maine  and  the  river  St.  John.  The  line 
of  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude  is  another  in- 
stance ofher  encroaching  policy;  it  has  been  muti- 
lated by  the  persevering  efforts  of  British  diplo- 
macy; and  the  breaking  of  that  line  was  immedi- 
ately followed  by  the  most  daring  of  all .  her  en- 
croachments^that  of  the  Columbia  river. 
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Besides  encroaehing  upon  our  borders,  Qtait 
Britain  is  using  all  her  owo^id vantages  in  th^ane 
hostile  sense.  Bermuda,  opposite  the  Soathen 
coast,  is  made  a  vast  place  of  arms.  Kassao,  Ne« 
Providence,  almost  in  sight  of  Florida,  is  nude  ttu 
same;  the  Imes  of  steamers  to  Halifax  and  to  tbe 
West  Indies,  commanded  by  naval  officers  aid 
fitted  for  war,  are  all  preparations  against  us.  AD 
around  us— north,  south,  east,  west---Great  Britaia 
is  surroimding  us,  and  encroaching  upon  ql 
Like  a  vast  boa  constrictor,  she  is  invotTiag 
^s  in  her  folds,  and  twisting  herself  all  uooad  is! 
and  we  sit  here  fearing  to  exercise  oar  own  rif^ 
lest  we  give  her  offence  I  We  are  beleafom, 
blockaded,  hedged  in,  circumvented  on  all  sides; 
yet  fear  to  warn  the  intruder  from  oar  premises. 

We  fear  war!  as  if  the  fear  of  war  ever  kept  ii 
off.  We  fear  war !  while  Great  Britaia  is  systemic- 
ically  preparing  for  war  with  us.  All  her  eocroich- 
ments  upon  us  show  that  she  is  preparing  for  tlds 
result.  Why  else  this  eternal  pressure  apon  os^ 
We  do  not  go  to  the  islands  xm  the  British  coasts  to 
obtain  commanding  positions  against  her.  Nootbcr 
power  in  the  world  comes  here  to  encroach  opoooL 
Why  does  she  come,  except  with  hostile  ioleiusl 
She  is  preparing  for  war;  and  the  late  trea^  istk 
largest  of  all  ner  preparations.  It  pacifies  the 
Northern  States,  leaving  the  South  and  West  iaik 
lurch;  while  the  new  com  law  gives  them  virtQaD]^ 
a  free  trade,  and  a  separate  trade  in  the  great  staplo 
of  grain  and  provisions.  Henceforth  they  mi 
have  a  separate  interest  in  peace  with  Great  Bri^ 
ain.  The  Union  has  ceased  to  be  a  imit  inib 
rcomplaints agsiinst  that  power ! 

Great  Britain  is  preparing  for  war  against  is, 
and  is  manoeuvring  to  get  the  advantage  in  the 
cause;  to  find  a  pretext  in  the  question  of  slarery- 
a  question  in  which  she  would  nave  the sympiihies 
of  all  the  world,  and  much  of  this  Union,  on  her 
side.  Hence  her  invention  of  the  new  claim  d 
visiting  our  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa— a  daii 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  impressment  claim,  and 
which  the  tribute  of  the  five  years cighty-gon  sqnad. 
ron  has  purchased  off  for  the  present.  As  a  natioD, 
Great  Britain  despise^  and  hates  our  nation.  There 
may  be  individual  Bnglishmen  who  have  regard 
for  individual  Americans;  but,  as  it  concerns  aa- 
ion  and  nation,  they  despise  and  hate  us!  The; 
gvant  war  with  us^  and  count  upon  its  being  shoit 
and  triumphant.  They  cocmt  upon  raising  a  te 
Domingo  insurrection  m  the  South,  arming  all  tk 
Indians  of  North  America  against  us,  and  crash- 
ing the  paper  fabric  of  our  finances.  This  is  their 
count.  We  should  count  upon  expelling  them  fhn 
our  continent,  giving  liberty  to  Ireland,  and  aidiag 
the  English  people  to  reform  their  Govemmait 
Sooner  or  later,  war  will  come,  for  Great  Britaia 
is  determined  upon  it;  and  we  should  roll  biek 
the  thunder  upon  her  own  shores.  Thirty  tboasud 
friends  of  Ireland  landed  on  her  coast,  and  fomitf 
the  ral lying-point  for  a  million  of  patriots,  wooid 
make  that  devoted  island  free,  and  snake  Old  Ek- 
kiAND  to  her  centre.  These  arc  my  sentimenis;  tai 
I  neither  dissemble  nor  deny  them.  Peace  is  oo: 
policy.  War  is  the  policy  of  England;  and  war 
R^ith  us  is  now  her  favorite  policy.  Let  it  cooc, 
rather  than  dishonor !  The  man  is  alive,  and  ij 
'a  beard  on  his  face,  (though  it  may  not  be  I,)  who 
will  then  see  an  American  army  in  Irelalid,  aad  a 
American  general  in  the  streets  of  London. 

SPEECH  OF  MJEL  LINN, 

0FMiaf30URL 

In  Senate,  Monday,  January  9,  1 843^— The  bil 
for  the  occupation  and  aettlensent  of  the  Tcnito- 
ry  of  Oregon  being  under  diacussion,  and  oo  iti 
passage— 

Mr.  LINN,  in  reply  to  the  Senators  from  Sooih 
Carolina  and  Maaaachuaetts,  [Mesars.  CjLLioai  aod 
Cboatb]  addressed  the  Senate  aa  foUowa: 

Mr.  PRBsiBEirr:  Th^  Senator  6«i  South  Cut- 
Una  has  given  a  brief,  but  very  admirdile  aaahf* 
of  the  English  and  American  cloioM  to  die  Teoili^ 
of  Oregon;  and  spoken  with  great  fiwce  and  trtilhii 
the  rapid  advance  of  our  population  to  dtt  Wat* 
which  may  well  be  compared  to  the  rolling  o&  of  J 
great  and  vride  stream.  Yea,  its  march  if  onwin 
to  the  West— 4o  the  far  West;  aud  can  ontj  ^ 
stayed  by  the  waters  of  the  great  Pacific.  T« 
might  aawell  attempt  to  dam  the  ooune  oHhi 
turbulent  Miaaiappi,  as  to  wnmi  the  <ttW 
mai«h  of  tids  leatless  peo^    UMpt^an* 
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lan  is  too  feeble  for  such  an  overwhelming  power: 
fter  achieving  the  independence  of  the  old  thirteen 
tates,  and  scaling  the  Alleghany  Monntains>  they 
re  rapidly*  filling  up  the  magnificent  valley  oif  the 
fissisaippi  vnth  a  prosperous,  happy,  and  intelli- 
ent  race  of  beings,  who  have  subdued  the  savages 
f  the  forest;  made  the  wikJemess  blossom  like  the 
)se;  built  villages  and  churches,  towns  and  cities; 
iade  roads;  cut  canals;  endowed  colleges,  and  tun- 
elled  mountains. 

The  borders  of  the  mighty  rivers  of  the  West  are 
lotned,  even  at  this  early  day,  with  everything  to 
take  li^B  happy;  and  these  elongated  oceans  bear 

0  their  bosoms  floating  palaces,  animate  with  gay 
Ksssngers;  and  fireighted  with  their  own,  and  the 
ch  productions  of  every  clime  and  country.  This 
eople,  imbued  with  a  spirit  that  holds  in  contempt 

1  obstacles  to  their  onward  march,  ar^  now  moving 
p  the  inclined  plane  of  the  vast  Western  prairies, 
od  in  a  few  years  will  reach  the  gorges  and  passes 
r  the  Rocky  Mountains  from  whence,  they  will 
recipitate  themselves  into  the  fertile  region  and 
ild  climate  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  trampling 
nder  their  feet  all  opposition  to  their  progress.  But, 
otwithstanding,  the  policy  of  the  Government  it- 
elf  has,  in  the  disposition  made  of  all  the  Indian 
ibes  of  the  interior  States,  raised  up  an  artificial 
arrier,  which  for  the  present  has  stopped  the  natural 
pread  of  our  population  to  the  West  On  this  In- 
ian  froDtier,  it  has  reached  its  limits,  '^hia  outlet 
f  the  West  (Oregon)  must  be  opened,  or  our  peo- 
le  wtU  soon  break  across  the  bounds  within  which 
re  have  pledged  ourselves  by  treaties  that  the  ex- 
atriated  Indian  tribes  shall  dwell  securely.  The 
hegon  region  must  be  opened  to  the  adventurous 
nd  migratory  spirit  of  our  people;  or  the  collected 
lood  will  soon  burst  over,  and  sweep  away  the  In- 
lan,  to  whom  we  have  solemnly  promised  an  un- 
isturbed  refuge  in  the  home  to  which  we  have,  by 
0  humane  a  policy,  transplanted  him. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Gi^lhoun] 
tgards  this  bill  as  going  new  and  dangerous  lengths — 
bngerous  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  two 
ountries.    Tet  the  bills  introduced  with  the  same 
bject,  long  since,  under  the  administrations  of  Mr. 
tonroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  by  Doctor  Floyd,  were  fkr 
tronger.    They  provided  for  the  erection  of  forts 
nd  cuttom'houtes.      As  for  that  formidable  and 
erpetual  imi)ediment,  the  treaty,  it  existed  just  as 
luch  in  force  then,  as  now;  and  surely  those  gentle- 
len  might  be  considered  as  tolerable  judges  of  the 
Mce  of  treaty  stipulations.    Adverting,  then,  to  the 
Snglish  claim,  as  founded  on  their  alleged  discovery, 
f  r.  LxHv  treated  the  pretended  visit  of  Drake  to  that 
ortion  of  the  Northwest  coast  as  altogether  prepos- 
arous.    The  narrative  itself,  which  describes  a  re- 
ion  bound  Dp  in  ribs  of  ice,  in  the  month  of  Juney 
oakes  it  impottible  for  any  one  now  to  believe  that 
)rake*s  visit  was  to  Oregon — a  coast  never  witness- 
ig  such  intense  cold,  even    in  mid-winter,  and 
isoally  enjoying  the    soft  temperature    of   earlier 
pring.    Nor  can  any  more  stress  be  laid  upon  the  al- 
9ged  discoveries  of  Mear*8  and  Vancouver's  Lieut 
{roughton.     But,  in  truth,  this  whole  British  claim 
( recent    It  was  never  heard  of,  as  against  the  dis- 
overy  of  Captain  Gray,  or  the  explorations  of  Lewis 
nd  Clarke.  As  late  as  1814,  the  question  of  ourdis- 
overy  was  minutely  examined  in  one  of  the  lead- 
ng  British  authorities  on  such  questions,  and  our 
laim  admitted  as  incontrovertible.    After  the  sur- 
Bnder  of  Astoria  during  the  war,  (which  place  fell 
Qto  the  hands  of  the  British,  through  the  treachery 
f  Mr.  Aster's  English  partners,)  they  began  to  per- 
eive,  in  it^  full  extent,  the  value  of  this  newacquisi- 
ion;  and  although  it  was  surrendered  to  the  United 
(tates  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
he  English  began  to  announce  their  pretensions  to 
claim — first,  through  anonymous  writers  in  the  Na- 
tonal  Intelligencer,  at  this  place,  (at  the  instance,  it 
rss  said,  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot;)  and  afterwards  by 
be  British  authorities,  in  their  formal  correspondence 
nth  the  United  States  Government    As  to  what 
Sngland  may  urge  in  regard  to  the  force  of  the 
Vootka  Soimd  treaty  vrith  Spain,  it  is  sufficient,  at 
vesent,  to  say  that  any  such  claim  must  have  £dlen 
rid)  that  treaty  itself.    Temporaiy  in  its  character, 
■id  speedily  diseolved  by  the  war  which  6ccurred 


between  the  two  countries  soon  after,  our  right,  if 
placed  alone  on  the  strong  and  certain  ground  of 
prior  discovery,  would  be  as-  immutable  as  the 
everlasting  hills. 

Tht  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  urged  that 
we  should,  first  of  all,  give  the  twelve  months'  no- 
tice of  our  renunciation  of  the  treaty.  He  (Mr. 
Likn)  could  only  answer  that  he  had  repeatedly,  by 
resolutions,  urged  that  course  in  former  years;  but 
always  in  vain.  He  had  ever  been  met  with  the 
answer:*  <*This  is  not  the  proper  time — ^wait" 
Meanwhile,  the  adverse  possession  was  going  on, 
fortifying  firom  year  to  year  the  British  claim  and 
the  British  resources,  to  make  it  good.  Mr.  Madi- 
son had  encouraged  the  bold  and  well-arranged 
scheme  of  Astor  to  fortify  and  colonize.  He  was 
dispossessed;  and  the  nucleus  of  empire  which  his 
establishments  formed,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hudsons  Bay  Company,  now  the  great  instru- 
,  ment  of  English  aggrandizement  in  that  quarter. 
The  Senator  insists  that,  by  the  treaty,  tiiere  should 
be  a  joint  possession.  Be  it  so,  if  you  will.  But 
where  is  our  part  of  this  joint  possession?  In  what 
does  it  consist,  or  has  it  consisted?  We  have  no 
posts  there,  no  agent,  no  military  power  to  protect 
traders.  Nay,  indeed,  no  traders!  For  they  have 
disappeared  before  foreign  competition ';  or  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  the  rifie,  the  tomahawk,  or  the  scalping- 
knife  of  those  savages  whom  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany can  always  make  the  instruments  of  system- 
atic massacre  of  adventurous  rivals.  Of  the  extent 
of  these  murders,  or  of  the  regularity  with  which 
they  are  enacted,  the  Senator  has  probably  but  littie 
notion,  unless  he  has  made  it  the  subject  of  special 
investigation.  I  can  assure  him  that,  before  the 
year  1829,  there  had  perished  in  this  way,  on  the 
plains  and  in  the  mountains,  as  was  well  ascertained 
by  a  committee  of  this  body,  full  five  hundred  men; 
and  the  yearly  slaughter  has  gone  on  ever  since, 
rang^g  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men  during  the 
year  1842.  But,  whatever  has  been  the  history  of 
your  peopling  distant  regions,  will  be  its  history 
now — every  effort  to  be  disputed  with  'komething 
which  this.  Government  shrinks  from  encountering. 
You  have  never  fisdled  to  turn  your  back  upon  any 
such  hardy  enterprise.  The  very  navigation  of  the 
great  river  of  the  West,  so  vital  to  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  population  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  for  thirty  years  would  have  been  yielded 
to  Spain,  under  the  old  articles  of  confederation,  but 
that  it  required  the  assent  of  nin '  States  to  bring  it 
into  the  validity  of  a  treaty.  Six  Eastern  States 
were  ready  to  abandon  it,  for  an  interest  the  most 
wretchedly  disproportionate.  If  that  mighty  access 
to  a  new  and  a  greater  empire  of  the  West  has  been 
preserved  to  you,  it  is  in  spite  of  your  supineness, 
in  spite  of  your  timidity,  in  spite  of  your  impolicy. 

As  for  me,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  desire,  in  this  irre- 
sistible advance  of  our  population,  destined  to  carry 
to  the  very  verge  of  the  continent  the  benefits  of 
our  free  institutions,  to  march  with  every  public 
right  in  the  lead,  while  we  carry  to  those  regions 
of  bari>arism  the  press,  the  ploughshare,  and  the 
bible.  And  I  would,  even  in  these  great  purposes, 
halt  rather  than  violate  ,our  national  faith  solemnly 
pledged  in  a  treaty.  But  I  tell  the  Senator  that  we 
cannot  thus  ri^ly  adhere  to  what  our  rival  so  lit- 
tie regards.  That  Senator  does  not  know,  or  has 
overlooked,  the  progress  which  English  possession 
has  been  for  near  thirty  years  making  against  us, 
■undefe'  cover  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company — the 
irresponsible  instrument  of  British  power  in  that 
quarter-^y  means  of  which  and  tiiis  treaty 
we  are  steadily  circumvented.  There,  as  in  the 
East  Indies,  Britain  prepares  her  way  to  unchecked 
dominion,  through  the  stealthy  advance  of  these 
trading  companies,  which  scatter  the  seeds  that  are 
to  spring  up  into  a  harvest  of  power  for  her. 

I  insist  that  the  bill  does  not  attempt  to  dis- 
possess Great  Britain  of  anything  she  now  holds. 
It  does  not  define  our  territory.  That  we  have 
some  there,  is  certain.  Can  she  object  to  our  set- 
tling south  of  the  Columbia,  on  a  territory  to 
which,  with  all  her  facility  of  claiming,  and  tenacity 
of  holding  on,  she  has  been  willing  to  surrender? 
She,  herself,   has  extended  her  jurisdiction  over 


Oregon,—- built  forts,  set  up  establishments,  settled 
farms.    Why  cannot  we  dorihe  same? 

I  am  glad  (said  Mr.  L.)  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States — at  least  as  far  ajS  the  expression  of 
opinion  has  gone— has  made  some  progress  in  this 
matter.  If  the  Senators  [Messrs.  CALaovN  and 
Choatb]  who  have  just  spoken  will  turn  back  to 
the  recorded  arguments  of  1822,  and  subsequent 
years,  in  Congress,  they  vrill  find  that  the  reasons 
they  norw  urge  against  graifting  lands,  were  then 
used  against  tiie  proposition  to  build  ybr^,  extend 
our  laws,  or  eiect  custom-houses.  I  now  un- 
derstand  these  Senators  as  resting  their  objections 
to  this  bill  on  the  clause  granting  away  lands  in  the 
territory— on  our  obligations  under  the  treaty  of 
1818,  renewed  in  1827;  and  that  they  do  not  raise 
the  same  objections  to  our  building  forts  and  occu- 
pying such  portions  of  land  as  may  suit  our  con- 
venience. This  is  reporting  some  progress,  as  there 
existed  three  objections  formerly,  and  one  only  is 
put  forward  now. 

It  strikes  me,  Mr.  President, — indeed,  I  know  it 
to  be  a  fact — that  the  British  Government,  as  a 
Government,  never  has  built  a  fort  in  the  Oregon 
country.  It  is  plain,  then,  that  if  our  Government 
erects  fortifications  on  the  Columbia,  the  same  ob- 
jection may  be  made  by  the  British  €rovemment, 
which  is  now  made  here,  with  regard  to  grants  df 
land^— that  it  amounts  to  the  exercise  of  an  exclusive 
right  not  authorized  by  our  obligations  under  the 
treaty.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  objection  which  can 
be  urged  against  our  making  grants  of  Umdy  that 
vrill  not  equally  apply  to  our  GJovemment  building 
forft  and  occupying  any  part  of  the  soil  It  is  a 
mere  question  of  a  government  doing  an  act  openly 
and  honestiy  as  a  government;  or  doing  it  coverUy^ 
-|   through  the  agency  it  has  itself  created. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britaii^  has  not  direct- 
ly, in  its  capacity  as  a  Government)  built  forts,  or 
selected  and  occupied  lands  in  the  territory;  but  it 
has  encouraged  its  creaturt — the  Hudson  Bay 
Company — to  do  these  acts;  and,  when  they  are 
done,  it  tells  us  openly  that  British  interests  have 
groton  up  there,  xohich  it  must  and  toill  protect 
against  the  world.  The'&cts  are  indisputable,  that 
forts,  called  Hudson  Bay  'trading  poets,"  exist  on 
the  Columbia ;  that  the  English  ^ave  selected  and 
occupied  lands  in  which  their  Government  has 
promised  that  their  interests  shall  be  protected;  and 
that,  although  our  citizens  may,  in  their  private  ca^ 
pacities,  make  settiements  and  occupy  lands  there 
also,  our  Government  has  fidled  to  promise  them 
the  same  protection  and  security  promised  to  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  by  their  Government. 

We  are,  indeed,  with  some  inconsistency,  told  by 
the  Seiiators  that  we  may  build  forts ;  which  ne- 
cessarily implies  the  permanent  occupation  of  the 
sites  upon  which  they  are  to  be  built;  but  we  cannot 
exercise  the  same  power  over  the  contiguous  Iands» 
that  we  do  over  those  on  which  the  forts  stand.  The 
principle  appears  to  me ,  to  be  identically  the  sanie» 
whether  we  occupry  or  appropriate  one  acre  or  a 
thousand,  or  whether  the  value  of  the  land  is  littie 
or,  much.  The  objection  on  the  score  of  excluwve 
appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  territory  for  Gov- 
ernmental purposes,  is  like  applicable  to  our  ohli- 
gations  under  the  treaty,  if  those  obligations  are  in 
reality  susceptible  of  the  construction  given  to  them 
by  the  Senators.  Great  Britain,  in  her  own  pur- 
suits, has  not  so  regarded  her  obligations  under  the 
treaty.  And  all  that  I  propose  to  do  by  this  bill 
is,  to  take  the  same  steps  she  has  taken;  to  inter-  ' 
pret  our  obligations  as  she  interprets  hers;  and  to 
offer  our  citizens  the  same  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection she  invariably  gives  to  her  subjects,  through 
.  the  medium  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Compauy. 

Why  should  there  be  anything  offensive  to  Great 
Britain  in  all  this?  Why  should  this  endanger  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries?  And  if  she  can  be  so 
unreasonable  as  to  conceive  ofience  at  it,  why 
should  that  deter  us  from  doing  right — firom  doing 
our  duty?  Are  we  to  wait  for  her  permission?— to 
submit  to  her  dictation?— to  follow  in  her  wake,  in  re^ 
gard  to  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  this  treaty?— 

Ito  look  to  her  submissively  till  die  says,  You  may  go 
so  far,  but  you  shall  go  7io  farther?  No,  air;  Mr.  L* 
said  he  could    not,  would  not    believe  that  angr 
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American  Will,  for  a  moment,  entertain  the  craven 
thought.  He  knew  something  of  the  colossal  pow- 
er, the  boundless  energy,  and  the  vast  wealth  of 
that  little  island,  fast  anchored  in  the  far  Atlantfc. 
He  knew  that,  from  her  isolated  sea-girt  thrcme,  she 
overlooks  the  whole  world;  and  that  she  has  said, 
Ikad  is  saying,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth — like  one 
of  her  monarchs  of  old  to  the  ocean — "thus  far  ye 
shaii  go,  but  no  farther.''  But  he  also  knew  that 
we — at  least,  in  times^ot  long  past — had  refused  to 
bow  to  her  commands,  and  had  set  at  naught  her 
threats.    And  he  would  not  now,  nor  should  he 

'  ever,  as  an  American  ci6zeii,  submit  to  the  arro- 
gance of  dictation.  Either  on  this,  or  any  other 
subject  of  our  internal  policy,  the  consideration  of  her 
pleasure  or  displeasure  could  have  po  weight  with 
him.  Neither  as  a  Senator  here,  nor  as  a  private  citi- 
zen elsewhere,  would  he  ever  yield  one  iota  of  our 
daim  to  that  territory*     It  is  ours  by  treaty  with 

,  France  and  Spain,  by  discovery,  and  by  settlement; 
and  he  was  prepared  to  take  eveiy  step  in  his  pow- 
er to  do  what  is  necessary  to  assert  and  maintain 
our  title.  If,  in  doing  thiS)  we  are  compelled  to  ap- 
proach the  verge  of  war,  or  plunge  in  the  gulf,  let 
the  blamrfall  on  the  injustice  which  drives  us  to 
it.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the  evils  of  war.  He 
knew  it  was  a  rough  game — a  scourge  to  the  na^ 
ttons  of  the  eaith-^and  that  we  must  share  its  mis- 
eries as  well  as  its  triumphs.  He  knew,  too,  'that 
England  never  wants  a  pretext  for  war,  when  she 
deotdes  that  it  is  her  interest  to  be  the  aggressor. 
If  she  chooses  to  make  the  passage  of  this  bill  a  pre- 
text, it  is  the  same  thing  to  us  as  the  selection  of 
any  other  pfetext.  She  makes  war  or  peace,  just  to 
suit  her  own  views  and  further  her  own  policy. 
She  acts  for  her  own  interests,  regardless  of  the  ef- 
fects on  others.  She  never  asked  for  our  intei^reta^ 
tion  of  the  treaty  when  she  encouraged  the  build- 
ing of  British  posts  on  the  Columbia,  and  the  oc- 
eupation  of  the  whole  country  through  the  agency 
of  her  fur  companicsto  She  did  not  wait  for  our 
pexmission  to  build  up  British  interests  in  the  coun- 
try, which,  when  erecting,  she  told  us  to  our  teeth 
^le  WQuld  protect.  But  we  are  told  on  this  floor 
that  she  construes  the  treaty  to  mean  a  joint  occu- 
pancy for  trading  purposes;  and  we  are  called  upon 
to  interpiet  it  as  she' does,  while  we  know  that  her 
acHoru  do  not  confoi*m  to  that  interpretation, 

I  hold  (said  Mr.  L.)  thatweareto»»/erj>rtf/  thetrea- 
tyfor  ourtehtes.  We  witness  that,  under  the  mantle 
of  her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  GreatBritain  is  spread- 
ing her  coils  around  the  whole  territory;  and  we 
know  that  her  policy  must  eventuate  in  her  obtain- 
ing, not  a  joint  occupancy  and  jurisdiction,  but  an 
exclusive  possession.  Under  this  .cover,  she  has 
jdready  done  what  this  bill  calls  upon  you  now  to  do 
on  our  part,  or  weakly  to  sufier  our  rights,  even  un- 
der the  treaty,  to  lapse.  She  has  legislated  for  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole,  under  the  pretext  of  legis- 
lating for  the  protection  of  her  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany and  its  interests. 

What  is  this  but  the  same  artful  course  she  pur- 
sued in  India?  For,  at  first,  her  movements  were  under 
the  shadow  of  her  East  India  Company;  until,  eventu- 
ally, die  took  the  reins  openly  into  her  own  hands, 
and  became  the  ruler  of  two  hundred  millions  of 
gttbjeets  entangled  in  her  meshes. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  river,  she  is  lay- 
ing the  foundation  for  a  similar  state  of  things.  It 
is  in  vain  for  gentlemen,  in  their  overweening  con- 
.  f)dence  in  the  national  integrity  of  England,  to  de- 
ny the  facts  indelibly  impressed  on  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, which  records  these  transactions. 

He  would  ask  the  Senators  whether  she  has  not 
taken  the  coarse  indicated,  in  relation  to  India?  and 
whether  the  increase  of  her  power  there  was  not 
fostered  in  the  same  -way  that  she  is  now  cultivating 
it  on  the  Columbia?  It  is  a  system  from  which  she 
daimot  and  will  not  depart,  wherever  she  is  permit- 
ted to  prosecute  it  It  is  our  poKcy  to  put  a  stop  to 
chat  system  in  the  Oregon  Territory. 
'  In  what  I  have  said,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  meaning  to  assert  that,  in  exercising  her 
present  authority  over  this- territory,  GreatBritain 
would  think  of  dispossessing  our  citizens  already 
sdltled  there,  or  preventing  our  emigrants  firom  be- 
li^ming  new  set^rs;    Th?  result  to  which  h^r  poU- 
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cy  must  lead,  if  followed  out  without  interruption, 
would  be,  that  all  settlers-— no  matter  whence  they 
came — should  ultimately  become  her  subjects,  under 
the  force  of  circumstances.  But  what  I  chiefly 
insist  upon,  is,  that  she  has  given  to  the  treaty, 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  respect  to  the  letter,  a 
construction  in  every  way  advantageous  to  herself; 
and  that  we,  in  self»defence,  are  necessarily  obliged 
to  act  upon  similar  views. 

It  is  not  pretended  by  her  that  we  may  not  settle 
the  country  south  of  the  Columbia  river;  for,  tinee 
her  ultimatum  'Of  1827,  in  which  sho  propooed  to 
^take  that  stream  as  her  45onthem  boundary,  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  have  actually  dropped  any 
pretensions  tp  exclusive  right  on  the  southern  side. 
Indeed,  her  hunters  and  trappers,  after  exhausting  its 
fur-bearing  animals,  have  gradually  withdrawn  from 
the  hills  and  plains  of  the  south,  leaving  many  regu- 
lar agricultural  settlements  inthe  valley  of  the  Wal- 
lamett^,  where  they  have  farms,  and  even  mills,  and  . 
have  establii^ed  themselves  with  inc^ased  energy,  a« 
if  determined  to  make  their  settlements  permanent 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Columbia.  Although 
this  is  a  disguised  admission  that  they  have  no  right 
to  exclusive  appropriation  on  the  south  side,  it  is 
equally  a  proof  that  they  do  exercise  exclusive  right 
over  the  northern  side  of  the  river.  But  even  then 
they  do  not  give  up  their  jurisdiction  over  the  wh(^ 
territory  down  to  the  42d  degree  of  latitude,  and 
even  to  the  borders  o{  Missouri  and  Ai^ansas. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  British  authorities  have  not  construed 
the  treaty  so  as  to  confer  any  joint  right  but  that  of 
trading;  and  that  our  exercising  the  power  of  grant- 
ing away  lands  for  agricultural  purposes  would  be 
subversive  of  the  objects  of  the  treaty,  to  maintain 
the  right  of  -hunting,  trapping,  and  trading  in  the 
country,  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  jointly.  But  how  do  the  facts 
square  with  this  assumption?  Have  not  the  British 
extensive  and  well-cultivated  farms  on  the  Colum- 
bia? Have  they  not  large  tracts  to  the  north  of  tids 
liver,  from  which  they  have  prohibited  all  game 
from  being  hunted  or  trapped?  Have  they  not  es- 
tablished at  home,  in  the  city  of  London,  the  Puget 
Sound  Company,  with  a  view  of  pursuing  agricul- 
ture on  an  extensive  scale  at  Forts  Nasqually,  Col- 
\ille  Walla-walla,  and  what  is  called  their  Colony 
of  Vancouver?  .  Have  they  not  extensive  saw-mills, 
furnishing  lumber  for  exportation  from  the  Columbia 
river  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  elsewhere?  Have 
they  not  contracts  with  Russian  settlements  to  the 
north,  for  incredible  quantities  of  wheat,  butter,  pork, 
beef,  salmon,  and  other  products  of  the  country? 
And  will  the  Senators  say  that  these  are  legitimate 
exercises  of  the*  right  to  trap,  hunt,  and  trade  in 
the  territory?  Does  the  treaty,  providing  for  the  joint 
use  of  the  country  for  purposes  of  trading,  trapping, 
and  hunting,  give  the  British  a  right  to  turn  it  into 
British  agricultural  ^ttlcments,  and  deny  to  us  the 
right  of  making  the  like  appropriation  of  the  soil? 
What  exclusive  right  did  they  obtain  to  cut  down, 
and  turn^  into  lumber^  for  exportation,  the  timber  of 
the  territory?  Was  there  less  exercise  of  exclusive 
ownership  over  the'  timber,  than  over  the  forts  built 
of  it? 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts'^Miys  he  has  no 
objection  to  the  other  portions  of  the  bill,  if  the 
^rant  of  lands  is  stricken  out.  Does  not  the  Sen- 
ator see  that  its  whole  efficacy  would  be  destroyed 
by  that  very  operation?  It  would  be  a  dead  letter; 
for  no  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  have  suf- 
ficient inducement  to  abandon  the  certainties  which 
they  enjoy  at  home,  for  the  uncertainties,  risks,  and 
expenses  of  an  emigration  eo  distant  and  dangerous, 
merely  on  the  aissurance  of  protection  from  a  few 
widely-scat^red  military  posts.  They  must  have 
this  stimulant,  which  is  the  rational  and  substantial 
encouragement  for  an  enterprise  so  great  to  them 
as  emigrating  to  a  wild  country,  cut  oflMrom  friends, 
kindred,  and  government,  by  thousands  of  miles,  and 
by  hordes  of  savage  tribes.  Our  citizens  there, 
and  going  there,  without  the  guaranty  of  this 
cl&use  of  the  bill,  would  be  discouraged,  and  be  ul- 
timately rooted  out  by  the  Britbh,  to  whom  the  In- 
dians are  tributary.  Give  them  the  land,  and  they 
wiU  hold  it.  , 


We  have  raised  a  barrier  against  our  own  fsami 
march  westward,  by  the  Indian  tribes  planted « 
our  territorial  borders.  They  arc  there  open  (0 1 
foreign  subsidy,  for  impeding  our  accession  to  oe 
ocean  limits;  and  it  haa.  become  of  vitalintereittD 
our  safety  to  acquire  an  ascendency  over  these  tr^ 
erous  and  dangerous  neighbors.'  That aKeuIeiin 
can  only  be  acquired  and  preserved  by  plidng  oor 
population,  in  part,  beyond  them,  and  securing  oor 
avenues  of  intercourse  with  our  distant  tenitory. 
And  we  cannot  plant  any  of  our  population  then, 
.without  giving  that  encouragement  for  coloniaii«i, 
which  it  has  been  the  unifonn  practioe  of  efoy  df- 
ilized  nation  to  hold  out  in  avtch  cases. 

That  we  have  the  ^ht  to  give  all  Aatenoes. 
agement  which  this  bill  proposes,  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  id 
more  doubt,  than  he  had  of  our  title  to  some  of  Ite 
Oregon  Territory — a  matter  that  never  has  hm, 
and  never  can  be,  disputed  with  trutiL 


SPEECH  OF  MR-  GIDDINGS, 

OF  OHIO. 

In  the  Bouse  of  Representatives^  January  14,  I8C- 
On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  West 
Florida. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  a  gentleman  nolDow 
in  his  seat  (the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Cae^houk,  ot  Masi^ 
chusetts^  had  intended  to  present  some  ol^eetiia& 
to  the  bill  now  before  the  House.  As  that  femle> 
man  (said  he)  is  absent,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  atte 
such  objections  as  exist  in  my  own  mloia.  In  » 
der  to  be  understood,  I  will  briefly  relate  sane  ki» 
tof  leal  facts  that  have  a  beariog  on  the  sabjed  Ai 
early  as  1811  Congress,  by  seeret  resohitioa,  » 
thonzed  the  President  to  take  pos^essiop  of  iki 
Florida.**,  "in  case  an  arrangement  could  be  sadt 
with  the  local  authorities  of  the  provinces  for  ^ 
livering  possession  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof 
to  the  United  Stales."  By  virtue  ofthis  act,Q«B. 
Matthews  invaded  East  Florida  in  the  year  l8tt 
While  there,  the  men  under  his  command  connidt- 
ted  all  those  depredations  which  too  cornmoilyat- 
tend  the  march  of  an  invading  army.  They  ven 
not  restrained  by  the  laws  of  the  l*erritoiy,  nor  bf 
those  of  necessity.  They  took  property  vhiehm 
never  fucnish  for  our  troops,  and  lor  whicK.  vks 
taken  from  our  citizens  by  our  officers  or  soUien, 
we  grant  no  compensation.  Nor  did  they  stop  lot 
They  went  further,  and  interfered  with  the  per- 
sonal relations  of  the  people,  and  bronejit  any 
their  slaves.  What  disposition  was  made  of  ik 
slaves  does  not  appear.  1  fear  they  were  not  re- 
stored to  liberty.  They  were  probably  held  in  seni- 
tnde  by  their  captors,  and  they,  or  their  deseendsi^ 
are  most  likely  in  bondage  in  that  TeniioiT  ff 
some  neighboring  State.  In  1814  General  Jacka 
invaded  the  Territory  of  West  Florida,  and  sini- 
lar  depredations  were  committed  by  the  tnxw  m* 
der  his  command.  In  1818  he  again  invadelEtf 
Florida,  where  like  depredations  were  commiued 

In  1819  the  United  States,  by  her  then  Secr«tU7 
of  State,  John  Cluincy  Adams,  entered  iot6 1 
treaty  with  his  Catholic  Majesty,  actrngbyhisBfo 
isier  Plenipotentiary,  Don  Oois,  by  whi(i  Flowh 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

The  last  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 

is  as  follows: 

**  Tht  United  Stales  will  cauee  saUafacilon  to  ^  oadi  ft 
the  Injuries,  if  any,  which  by  procanof  Iawatellba«lili*' 
ad  to  have  been  suffered  by  the  Spaoiah  oflicen,aaA  1mm 
vidual  Spanish  inhabitaota,  by  tbelateoperatiooioftiwAan^ 
can  army  in  Florida." 

In  1823,  Congress  passed  a  law  to  carry  intorf* 
feet  this  clause  of  the  treaty.  At  this  time  aS  ^ 
partments  of  the  Government  appear  to  have  eoi* 
curred  in  their  construction  of  this  proviskai  ofthe 
treaty.  They  limited  it  to  the  operatiow  of  tk 
American  arm^  in  1818,  under  Genera  Jacboa, 
as  its  terms  plainly  import.  But  I  understand  tkit 
all  payment  for  slaves  killed  or  stolen  aitber  byite 
army,  or  by  the  followers  of  Gtencral  JactoaA 
camp,  was  refused  by  the  Tireasury  Departng 
The  people  of  Florida,  however,  were  not  .«*tisfiM 
with  this  limitation,  particularly  those  who  hadsf* 
fered  under  the  invasion  by  General  Blaflk* 
They  applied  for  indemnity  also  under  Ac  lair,  iri 
their  claims  were  rejected.  They  then  amilM  te 
Congress  for  relief;  and  in  1831,  another  nvwi 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  extcncHng  iadei^^ 
those  who  soffisred  iossea  by  the  o(«iilieis  «|" 
army  under  General  MatihewTtin  mSi  aodii  W 

This-  was  an  aot  eatire^jR  sraUftilgmf.  T^^JS* 
occasioned  by  the  army  anoer  Gooeiil  Blswiei^ 


San.  1843. 


APPENDIX  TO    THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


81 


£rTH  Coiio«***3d  Skss* 


We$t  Florida  BUl^Mr.  Giddings. 


H.  of  Refw. 


bad  not  been  embraced  in  the  treaty;  and  Congress 
Rrent  altogether  beyond  oar  stipulations  with  Spain, 
In  passing  the  law  of  1834. 

Under  this  law,  as  well  as  that  of  1823,  all  kinds 
)/  property  were  paid  for,  bat  no  payments  were 
made,  as  I  understand,  for  persons  who  had  been 
either  killed  or  stolen,  up  to  the  year  1838,  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  found  himself  so  strong- 
y  beset  by  slaveholders,  who  claimed  to  have  lost 
(laves  during  the  campaigns  in  East  Florida  under 
jteneral  Matthews  and  General  Jackson,  that  he 
eferred  the  subject  to  the  then  Attorney  General, 
Telix  Grundy,  who  seems  to  have  arrived  at  the 
rery  satisfactory  conclusion  that  men  were  prop- 
srty,  (vide  opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  vol. 
{,  Ex.  Doc.  ^  session  26th  Congress.)  He  seems 
u>t  only  to  have  considered  men  as  property,  but  he 
ippears  to  have  supposed  that  stealing  them  consU- 
uled  a  part  of  the  operations  of  our  armies  in  Flor- 
da.  This  learned  opinion  was  deemed  satisfactory, 
md  the  doors  of  our  treasury  were  thrown  open  to 
he  slaveholders,  and  the  money  acquired  by  the 
oil  of  Northern  freemen  was  handed  over  in  pay- 
nent  for  the  bones  and  sinews  of  their  fellow-men. 

This,  sir,  is  the  history;  and  we  are  now  asked 
0  take  another  step,  and  pay  for  the  losses  sus- 
ained  in  West  Florida  by  reason  of  the  invasion  of 
jkoeral  Jackson  in  1814.  We  are,  by  this  bill,  not 
)nly  asked  to  pffcy  for  all  property  used,  taken,  and 
iesiroyed  by  his  army,  and  by  the  followers  of  his 
i:amp;  but  we  are  asked  to  pay  for  the  slaves  killed 
ind  stolen  by  his  army,  and  those  who  folio w>d  it. 

The  House  will  liear  in  mind  that  the  Govern- 
ment holds  itself  responsible  only  for  the  authorized 
acts  of  its  agents.  The  commander  of  an  army 
may  impress  provisioB^  for  its  support^  if  they, are 
QOt  famished  by  the  Government;  or  he  may  im- 
press teams  to  transport  his  baggage  and  arms 
when  ihey  are  not  otherwise  provided.  But  he 
cannot  go  beyond  that,  and  take  properly  not  al- 
lowed to  an  army  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  If 
he  take  my  family  pictures,  or  any  other  articles 
which  we  do  not  orainarily  provide  for  our  armies, 
it  is  a  trespass,  for  which  he  alone  is  liable.  As  be- 
fore remarked,  I  understand  that  property  of  every 
description  was  paid  for  under  these  acts  of  Con- 
gress, whether  it  was  taken  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  or  by  the  followers  of  the  camp;  or 
whether  it  was  property  ordinarily  allowed  to  an 
army,  or  such  articles  as  we  never  furnish  to  our 
troops. 

This  practice  of  the  Government  with  our  own 
citizens  is  the  same  as  in  private  life.  If  our  agent 
keep  within  the  bounds  of  his  authority,  we  hold 
onrselves  responsible  for  his  acts;  if  he  transcend 
his  authority,  we  are  not  bound.  Now,  if  the  House 
desire  tojfo  further  than  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  go  wRh  bur  own  citizens,  and  grant  to  the  people 
of  Florida  indemnity  for  adl  acts  committed  by  our 
arm]^  or  by  those  wno  followed  the  camp  of  Gen^ 
eral  Jackson,  upon  property  which  they  were  au- 
thorized to  take,  or  upon  that  which  they  had  no 
authority  to  take,  1  shall  not  object.  It  is  to  that 
feature  in  the  bill  which  seeks  to  grant  to  the  peo- 
ple of  West  Florida  indemnity  for  the  slaves  stolen 
by  the  army,  and  by  the  followers  of  the  army,  un- 
der General  Jackson  in  1814,  to  which  I  object.  I 
oppose  this  provision  of  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that 
it  seeks  to  overturn  the  entire  practice  of  Congress 
tince  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and,  in  my 

3>inion,  is  in  palpable  violation  of  the  constitutional 
ghts  of  the  people  of  the  free  States.  It  is,  there- 
fore, an  unyielding  sense  of  duty  that  constrains  me 
tooppose  the  passage  of  this  bill— a  bill  which  is  to 
take  from  the  pockets  of  my  constituents,  and  of  the 
people  of  the  free  Slates,  their  money,  and  apply  it 
lA  payment  for  human  flesh.  I  do  it  from  no  wish 
to  stir  up  strife,  by  agitating  what  is  generally 
called  "the  delicate  question;"  but  I  do  it  in  defence 
^  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
free  ^tes.    I  deem  the  subject  of  pKaramount  im- 

gortance  to  the  nation,  and  particularly  to  those 
tales. 

I  have  had  no  agency  in  bringing  forward  this 
hUl.  That  has  been  done  by  others.  Its  passage  is 
^ged  upon  us;  and  we  must  silently  permit  it  to 
become  a  law;  or  we  must  array  ourselves  in  oppo- 
^on  to  its  further  progress.  iG^entlemen  from  the 
tree  States  must  select  the  position  which  they  de- 
sire to  occupy.  They  must,  by  their  votes,  aid  in 
^king  money  fVom  the  pockets  of  their  constituents^ 
^  handing  it  over  to  those  who  claim  the  bodies, 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  fellow-men,  as  properl/y; 
or  they  must  stand  forth  in  defence  of  the  interests 
<»d  the  hooor  of  the  Northern  States,  and   of 


the  Federal  Constitution.  I  will  remark,  further, 
that  these  que^ons  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  people  of  the  several  States  in  regard  to  slavery, 
are  pressing  upon  us  from  so  many  directions,  that 
their  Uiscudsion  cannot  much  longer  be  delayed. 
The  number  of  ^illsnow  upon  our  calendar,  which 
involve  thq^e  questions,  forbids  all  hopts  of  suppress- 
ing the  agiiation  of  this  matter.  Again:  if  we  look 
for  a  moment  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  mark  the  feeling  that  exists  both  at  the  North 
and  at  the  South,  the  intensity  of  which  is  increas- 
ing daily,  from  conflicting  interests  and  collisions 
of  supposed  rights,  we  must  conclude  that  every 
dictate  of  patriotism  impels  us  to  the  speedy  adjust- 
ment of  these  difficulties.  This  feeling  is  constantly 
gathering  strength  throughout  our  country;  and 
every  delay  will  add  to  its  already  accumulated 
force,  and  will  increase  the  difficulties  of  allaying 
it.  I  therefore  deem  the  present  time  the  most  fa- 
vorable for  adjusting  those  difficulties,  from  which 
we  have  so  long  shrunk  with  a  tremulous  delicacy. 
if,  however,  we  have  not  the  moral  couraf  e  to  meet 
those  important  questions  in  this  hall,  and  to  decide 
upon  them  as  statesmen  and  patriots,  it  requires  no 
inspiration  to  foresee  that  the  people  will  assume  to 
themselves  the  responsibility  which  they  have  as- 
signed to  us.  1  shall  not  presume  to  predict  the 
manner  of  the  adjudication,  nor  when  that  event 
shall  take  place. 

Sir,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  shall  we  not  add  to  the 
feelings  of  the  North,  which  have  already  reached 
a  point  where  they  cannot  be  trifled  withl  I  ask 
gentlemen  of  the  North  whether  they  are  prepared 
to  take  the  money  of  their  constituents  and  pay  for 
slaves  killed  by  the  army  of  General  Jackson,  or 
stolen  by  the  followers  of  his  campi  Are  gentle- 
men of  either  political  party,  from  the  free  States, 
prepared  to  thrust  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of 
their  constituents,  for  money  to  hand  over  to  the 
slaveholders  of  Florida  as  a  compensation  for 
slaves'?  If,  sir,  we'are  prepared  to  do  this,  let  us  do 
it  openly  and  fearlessly;  let  us  place  ourselves  be- 
fore the  world;  in  that  attitude,  let  there  be  no  dodg- 
ing or  skulking;  let  us  say  by  our  acts  that  we  think 
our  constituents  will  submit  to  it;  that  they  have 
not  the  spirit  to  resist,  nor  the  independence  to  op* 
pose,  sucn  violations  of  their  rights; — let  this  be  maoe 
the  issue,  and  the  result  will  not  be  doubtful.  In 
all  sincerity,  I  ask  Southern  gentlemen  if  they  be- 
lieve we  can  comnel  the  sturdy  sons  of  liberty  at 
the  North,  whose  fathers  and  brothers  fell  in  the 
late  war,  and  who  were  thrown  pennyless  upon 
the  world,  to  contribute  a  portion  of  their  property, 
acquired  by  toil,  to  pay  the  slaveholders  of  Florida 
for  negroes  enticed  away  by  the  followers  of  Gen. 
Jackson's  camp7  If  we  pass  this  bill  in  its  present 
form,  we  shall  adopt  a  new  principle  into  our  Ic- 
^lation — one  that  has  not  heretofore  been  known 
in  an  American  Congress— one  that,  tip  to  this  day, 
has  been  denied  and  repudiated  by  this  House.  I 
trust  that  gentlemen  will  notice  this  important  fact,, 
and  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  say,  ty  their  vote 
upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  whether  they  are  will- 
ing to  overturn  the  principles  which  have  guided 
our  national  legislation  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. I  am  not  prepared  ta  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  all  claims  for  slaves  that  have  been 
presented  to  Congress  since  the  adoption  of  our 
Constitution.  The  leading  cases  were  ably  exam- 
ined by  my  highly  respected  predecessor,  the  Hon- 
E.  Whittlesey,  in  a  report  which  he,  as  chairman 
of  the  Commiuee  of  Claims,  made  to  this  House  in 
1830,  (vide  3d  vol.  Reports,  1st  session  2lst  Con- 
gress, No.  401.)  I  will  send  this  report  to  the 
Clerk's  table,  with  a  request  that  he  will  read  it  to 
the  House.  [The  Clerk  here  read  the  report  ofnhe 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  upon  the  memorial  of 
Francis  Larch.  When  the  reading  was  closed, 
Mr.  GiODiNos  resumed.] 

The  case  presented  by  this  report  is  <me  of  the 
very  strongest  character.  Francis  Larch  owned  a 
slave,  which  he  held  as  property  under  the  laws  of 
Louisiana.  This  slave,  while  driving  a  horse  and 
cart  belonging  to  his  master,  was,  on  the  day  of  the 
baule  of  New  Orleans,  impressed^  wilh  the  horse 
and  cart,  imo  the  public  service,  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer.  During  the  battle,  the  slave 
and  horse  were  killed,  and  the'  cart  destroyed  by 
cannon  shot.  ,Mr.  L^rch  applied  to  Congres.s  for 
compensation.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  com- 
posed of  members  both  from  the  slave  and  the  free 
States,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  paying 
for  the  horse  and  cart,  and  against  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  slave.  They  came  to  this  conclusion 
after  learning,  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 


that  slav^  had  never  been  paid  for  by  the  Federal 
Government  daring  the  revolotioiiary  war,  nor 
since  that  period;  and  after  a  careAil  examinatioD. 
of  the  acuon  of  the  House  upon  this  qaeiti«i 
whenever  it  had  come  before  them.  I  coBunend 
to  the  notice  of  gentlemen  the  action  of  this  House 
in  1816,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  grant  in- 
demnity for  slaves  killed  in  the  psblic  service. 
This  attempt  was  opposed  by  several  Southern 
members,  among  whom  was  Mr.  McCoy  of  Vir- 
ginia; and  such  was  the  force  of  reasoning  brought 
to  bear  against  the  application,  that  only  forty 
members  voted  for  it  We  have  the  authority  di 
this  repoiiLmade  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  that,  up  to 
the  year  1830,  no  payment  for  slaves  killed  in  the 
public  service,  or  otherwise  lost  to  their  owners^ 
had  ever  been  authorized  by  Congress.  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  proceedings  of  this  body 
since  the  date  of  this  report,  and  so  have  other 
gentlemen;  but  we  have  focmd  no  instance  in 
which  Congress  has  acknowledged  any  oblisatioo 
resting  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  for  slaves. 
On  the  contrary,  the  records  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  show  conclusively  that,  up  to  the  present 
Congress,  that  committee,  from  1794,  (the  date  of 
its  earliest  record,^  has  rejected  every  claim  pre- 
sented to  them  for  compensation  on  accoimtof 
slaves  lost  in  the  public  service,  whether  they 
had  been  impressed  into  the  service,  or  had  en- 
tered it  by  consent  of  their  roasters.  I  therefore 
say,  without  hesitation,  that,  from  the  meeting  of 
the  first  Congress,  in  1789,  up  to  this  day,  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  on  this  subject  has  been  uniiorm. 
All  applications  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  slaves 
have  been  rejected,  without  exception;  and  I  appeal 
to  gentlemen  to  maintain  inviolate  this  uAge, 
wl)ich,  by  universal  consent,  has  now  become  law 
with  us.  Lay  not  violent  hands  upon  a  mle  thus 
sanctioned  by  the  wisdom  of  our  predecessors  for 
more  than  filly  years. 

The  report  which  has  been  read  speaks  of  it  as 
"a  delicate  question,"  and'of  adding  to  the  excite- 
ment already  existing."  The  committee,  like  other 
members,  were  in  the  habit  of  approaching  this  sub- 
ject with  a  kind  of  horror  which  their  imagina- 
tions seem  to  have  thrown  around  it.  Th^  appear 
to  have  been  unwilling  to  examine  in  detail  tha 
principles  on  which  they  based  their  report;  bat  the 
preceoents  were  established  by  those  who  assisted  in 
framing  the  Constitution.  Their  examples  have 
been  approved  and  followed  down  to  tlus  day,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  should  not  now  be  departed  from. 
Those  sages  and  patriots  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion must  have  understood  their  own  intentions  in 
Araming  it;  and.  being  guided  by  the  most  pure  leva 
of  countrv,  while  sutSequently  serving  in  this  hall, 
their  decisions  on  this  point  are  certainly  entitled  to 
great  weight. 

But,  overwhelming  as  the  authority  of  these  pre- . 
cedents  is,  and  conclusive  as  the  former  practice  of 
this  House  would  seem  to  be,  there  are  other  and 
far  stronger  arguments  to  be  drawn  from  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  But,  before  entering  upon  this  part 
of  the  argument,  I  propose  to  examine  briefly  the 
maxim  whic^  prevails  so  generaUyin  the  slave 
States,  that  "slaves  a/n  frofrijP  TWs  saying  is 
frequently  made  by  gentlemen  Kom  the  South,  and 
is  sometinies  repeated  by  those  of  the  North.  The 
constitution  of  Ohio  declares  Uiat  "man  is  created 
free,  and  is  endowed  by  his  Creator  with  a  right  to 
the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
thepursuit  of  nappiness." 

This  constitution  my  colleagues  and  myself  have 
often  sworn  to  support.  Huw,  then,  we  can  call 
man  property ^  and  say  that,  as  such,  he  belongs  to 
his  fellow-man,  is  a  matter  which  I  cannot  readilr 
comprehend.  But  it  is  said  that  Kentucky,  and  aU 
the  other  slave  States,  by  their  laws,  have  declared 
a  portion  of  their  people  to  be  the  property  of  the 
otners.  Here  is  the  conflict  between  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio.  They  are  at  variance  with 
each  other,  and  cannot  be  reconciled.  Yet,  sir,  as  I 
prefer  the  doctrine  of  our  constitution,  1  may  enjoy 
the  blessings  ofliberty  while  I  remain  in  that  State. 
If  I  prefer  the  slavery  of  Kentucky,  1  may  go  to  that 
State,  and  participate  in  its  privileges,  and  live  im- 
der  her  laws.  While,  then,  the  people  of  Ohio  ean« 
not  demand  of  me  the  adoption  of  their  political 
faith— that  man  is  endowed  by  his  Creator  with  the 
right  to  enjoy  his  life  and  his  liberty—neither  can 
the  people  of  Kentucky  force  upon  me,  while  a 
citizen  of  Ohio,  the  doctrine  that  man  can  hold 
property  in  man.  These  laws  of  Kentucky  are  ia 
force  within  her  territory,  but  not  in  Ohio.  Th# 
laws  of  Ohio  are  in  lor9f  within  that  0tatt|  bit 
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C«ase  ihis  law  of  ihe  slave  Stales  has  dsclarri  lot  _ 
(Uch.  ir  that  be  the  case,  then  are  ihe'people  or  the 
slave  Slaiee  bonnd  lo  consider  man  free,  because 
the  paramount  law  of  Ohio  has  declared  him  so. 
Bit,  our  law  is  as  binding  u-poa  the  people  of  Ken- 
tacky,  as  the  lam  of  that  SLate  are  upoa  the  people 
gf  Otilo.  W*  acknowledge  do  superiority  m  our 
•isler  Slale,  nor  do  we  claim  any  for  oar  own. 
Wb  stand  npoQ  the  same  level,  enjoying  equal 
Tights,  and  mainialnlng  an  equal  indepentlence.  If 
she  can  demand  of  us  a  portion  of  our  substance  to 
pay  her  people  for  the  loss  of  slares,  may  we  not  de- 
mand ot  her  citizens  a  porlion  of  tbeir  wealth  to 
compensate  oar  people  for  iheloss  of  our  eons,  our 
brother!,  our  hosbanda,  and  fathers,  killed  in  de- 
fending her  i^ilizeDt  (perhaps  her  slaves)  against  a 
fureign  enemy!  Is  the  slave  more  valuable  than  a 
freeman?  Or  is  the  losaofaslBve  of  more  import- 
ance lo  the  country^  than  that  of  a  fresmaul  Has 
IbeaaiioD  a  deeper  interest  in  the  lives  of  slaves,  Ihau 
it  has  in  ihose  of  freemen.1 

That  diSerence  io  the  laws  of  the  several  Slates 
existed  at  the  formation  of  the  CoDSiiUition.  Had 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  intended  to  have 
overturned  the  doctrine  of  the  free  Stales,  and  of 
ihe  civilized  world,  tti  this  reepect,  ibey  would  have 
been  likely  to  leave  some  evidence  of  that  fact  in 
the  Constitution  itself,  oi  in  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vention that  framed  it.  The  distinction  beiweeu 
perianf  and  praptrly  was  drawn  by  the  hand  of 
God  himself^  at  the  creation.  That  distinction 
Mnnot  be  obliterated  by  man.  "The  human  foim 
divine"  is  distinct  from  all  other  earthly  beings  and 
things.  This  dislinctioa  was  sanctioned  and  estab- 
lished when  the  voice  of  the  Almighty  proclaimed 
to  man,  "Hive  dominiim  mer  Ike  j(jA  of  Uu  xa, 
and  BvtT  llu  fincli  oj  t\e  air,  aiid  ovtT  Uu  aUlle,  and 
•cer  all  tie  tarik,  aitd  over  ntry  creeping  IMng  UuU 
ere^K  upon  Uu  earlAl" 

"This,"  says  Sir  William  Blackstone,  "was  the 
origin  of  properly."  It  is  founded  upon  the  com- 
mand of  Hearen,  and  is  totally  unconnected  with 
the  laws  uf  our  stave  Stales.  This  marked  dis- 
tinction between  persons  and  properly  has  been  ob- 
served ty  jurists,  statesmen,  and  writers,  from  the 
earliest  antiquity  to  the  present  day.  In  1776,  the 
Congress  of  these  coloaies  declared  "that  all  men 
are  created  equal"  The  members  of  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  Ihe  Constitution  were  profoundly 
re>d  In  natural  and  municipal  law,  and  well  ander- 
stood  [his  fundamental  distinction.  Mr.  Madison, 
who  is  styled  "the  father  of  the  Const itntion,"  has 
left  on  lecord  bis  opinion,  as  expressed  in  the  con- 
vention. Eb  declared  it  "wrong  to  admit  slaves 
to  be  property."  We  have  no  intimation  that  an 
individa^  in  the  convention  differed  from  him. 
On  this  point,  so  far  as  our  information  extends, 
there  was  no  diflerence  of  opinion.  Ou  the  con- 
trary, we  have  conclusive  evidence  that  Ihe  dis- 
tinction beCween  persons  and  property  was  kept  up 
tij  the  langnage  of  the  Consltlution  itself.  In  ev- 
ery instance  wnere  that  instrument  refers  to  the  un- 
rortunate  class  of  people  called  slaves,  they  are 
characterized  as  persons.  Thai,  in  fixing  the  ra- 
tio of  repretentation,  in  the  2d  st^clion  of  the  1st  ar- 
ticle, they  are  denominated  persons.  When  it 
grants  lo  Congress  power  to  suppress  the  slave- 
trade,  in  section  9,  article  1,  it  characterizes  them 
as  parsons.  In  section  3,  article  4,  in  providmg  for 
(h«  recapture  of  nigitive  slaves,  they  are  again 
styled  persons.  But  in  no  instance  are  they  alluded 
to  as  property. 

It  would  reallT  seem  as  tbouah  these  facts  conld 
the  light  in  which 
States  regards  them. 
:ourt  or  the  United 

es  OJ,  Slaughter,  re- 
this  point  came  be- 
by  Justice  McLean 
le  tawsofparticDlar 
et  the  Federal  Coo- 
persons."  But,  in 
the  Constitntion  is 
more  apparent  by 
s,  slaves  are  declar- 
es ol  other  States') 
deral  Constiiulioni 
lies,  that  of  the  Fed- 
3  of  the  civilized 
the  voice  of  God, 
1  property,  anditli 


now  too  lata  for  a  particular  State 
anihorilies,  and  force  npon  us  Ihe  new  principle 
that  man  is  properly,  or  that  property  is  man.  It 
cannot  be  done.  My  friend  in  tronl  of  me  [Mr. 
Howikd]  says  it  cannot  be  done  shoti  of  s  "bill  of 
sale  from  the  Almighty."  Bnt,  Mr.  Speaker,  should 
such  an  iDsirumeni  be  produced,  1  would  ai  once 
deny  its  authenticity. 

[Mi.  Hoijies  of  S.  C.  called  Mr.  OmniNiu  to  or- 
der for  sacrilege. 

The  Sfeikcr  pro  ten.  (Mr.  McEzmiN)  decided 
that  Mr.  Gidhhqswbs  not  out  of  order,  and  desired 
him  lo  proceed  ] 

Mr.   GiDDINQ.  _        . 

that  any  gentleman  should  permit  his  feelings 
become  excited  al  what  I  was  saying.  I  hope  m 
control  my  own  feelings,  let  olbers  do  as  they  may. 
I  have  said  what  I  desired  to  say  upon  the  subject 
of  man  holding  man  as  properly.  There  is,  how- 
ever, another  view  of  the  tiuestion  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  is  this:  that 
we  do  not  possess  ihe  conslitniional  right  to  involve 
the  people  of  tlie  free  Stales  in  the  expense,  the 
disgrace,  or  the  guilt  of  slavetr.  With  them,  it  is 
a  matter  of  principle  and  of  conscience.  They 
will  not  consent  to  be  involved  in  slavery,  unless 
they  are  constitutionally  liable  to  be  made  partici- 
pators in  that  instiiniion. 

I  deny  that  ihey  are  thus  liable,  i  lay  it  down  as 
a  principle  well  eslBblished—one  that  is  not  to  be 
denied  ordoubled— that, by  our  Federal  Constitution, 
no  power  was  delegated  to  Congtess  to  involve  the 
people  of  the  free  States  in  the  expense,  the  guilt, 
or  the  dLigrace  of  that  institution.  I  have  on  a 
former  occasion  slated  some  of  my  views  upon  this 
point;  lull  I  trust  the  House  will  bear  with  me, 
if,  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  again  refer  to  the 
doctrine  which  1  trost  will  at  no  distant  day  be  ac- 
Iraowledged  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  this 
Oovernment.  In  order  to  be  understood,  I  ;vill  re- 
fer to  the  situationof  the  severahSUtles  prior  to  Ihe 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  At  that  period,  each 
Slate  exercised supremeand  unlimited  power  over 
Ihe  institution  of  slavery  within  its  own  limits. 
Each  possessed  the  power  lo  continue  or  abolish  it 
without  interference  or  interruption  from  any  other 
power  on  earth.  Virginia  held  her  slaves  subject 
only  lo  the  laws  of  that  State.  Massachusetts  en- 
joyed ber  freedom  in  the  same  unlimited  and  sn- 
preme  degree.  Virginia  could  not  call  upon  Mas- 
sachusetts to  share  wiib  her  any  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense, the  disgrace,  or  the  guilt  of  slavery.  Nor 
could  Congress,  under  the  old  Confederation,  in- 
volve Ma^isachusetts.laanyBileiLl  whatever,  in  that 
institution.  If  the  sieves  of  Virginia  were  killed 
or  lost,  or  ran  awa^  from  their  mauers,  her  people 
sustained  Ihe  loss,  if  any;  nor  conld  Ihey  throw  any 
partofitupon  the  peo^s  of  Maasachusetls.  The 
people  of  the  latter  State  enjoyed  their  freedom, 
entirely  exempt  from  the  restrictions  of  slavery. 
Her  people  were  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  their  funds  to  pay  for  Ihe  bones  and 
sinews  of  their  fellow-men,  in  violation   of  their 

At  the  formation  of  tbe  Constitution,  the  people 
of  each  Slate  entertained  their  own  views  concern- 
ing slavery,  Tbe  North  were  oppc«ed  to  that  in- 
stitution. The  Sonth  deemed  it  necessary  for  their 
prosperity.  The  same  conflicting  views  andin- 
terests  existed  at  that  period,  that  exist  at  this 
day.  The  Northern  States  were  anxious  for  the 
abolition  of  slaverv.  The  Southern  States  re- 
fused to  adopt  the  Constitution,  if,  by  so  doing,  the 
Federal  Qovemmem  were  to  have  any  power  over 
it.  Virginia  would  not  inl rust  her  slavery  to  the 
control  of  ihe  Federal  Oovernment,  nor  would 
Massachusetts  inlmst  the  liberty  of  her  people  lo 
that  power. 

On  the  subject  of  slavery, each  Slate,  therefore, 
retained  to  itself  its  whole  powers  concerning  that 
Institution — delegating  no  porlion  of  those  powers 
10  Ihe  Federal  Govcmmeni,  except  the  power  lo 
legislate  so  far  as  lo  enable  the  avmers  of  fugUive 
slavei  lo  Ticaptiire  them.  This  power  was  express- 
ly given  in  Ihe  Constiration:  and  its  existence  ihcre 
Isa-isttonga  negalive  of  the  existence  of  all  olhei 
powers,  as  could  have  been  eipressedhy  any  lan- 
guage whatever.  It  therefore  follows,  that  at  this 
day  we  have  no  more  power  to  apply  ihe  public 
funds  to  pay  for  slaves,  than  Congress  possesped 
under  the  old  arliclesof  Confederation.  We  have 
no  more  power  totakeaslavefrom  his  master  row, 
than  the  old  Congress  had.    The  ciliiens  of  Vir- 

S'riii  at  this  day  holds  his  slave  as  independent  of 
e  Federal  Qorenmenl  as  he  lUd  prior  to  Ihe 


adoption  of  our  Conslitntion.    We,  sir,  punea  u 

___'_ .;....: — 1 =,  .n  -.parale  ihentsstr 

I  to  sever ilKtnlt. 

, Norhaveweaj 

more  constilntiotjalrighl  to  involve  the  people  of  ili 
free  States  in  the  expense  of  slavery,  nr  in  Un 
moral  guilt  of  paying  a  slaveholder  for  loosmgliii 
grasp  upon  his  fellow-man,  than  we  havetotakt 
money  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  fonhil 
object.  Sir,  we  should  violate  the  rights  ottlia 
people  of  Canada  in  no  greater  degree,  if  we  »fre 
to  compel  Ihem  to  aid  in  IhepaymentforloasUTo, 
that)  we  shall  those  of  the  free  States,  if  we  wm- 
pel  them  to  contribute  (or  the  same  purpose.  Sir, 
the  right  of  enjoying  our  personal  liberty,  and  tin 
right  of  continuing  slavery,  were  State  iWerMi, 
which  were  nevertrought  into  the  political  copni- 
nership.  They  constiiuie  no  portion  of  oar  (an 
can  they  be  reached  by  the  acts  ol  — 


political  firm.  Wi 
all  the  Stales,  canrnn 
ry  ol  the  South  or  t 
power  to  do  this  has 


_...  of  the  Worth,    Tie 
been  delegated  to  IK.   Is 

would  be  a  usurpation— a  palpable  viot 

lion  of  Ihe  Constitution — a  subversion  of  the  ijdo 
of  Ihe  people  npon  whom  it  is  exercised.  Iin 
have  power  to  involve  the  peopU  of  Kht  free  Soits 
in  Ihe  payment  of  slaves  lo  any  extent,  we  Inn 
the  rightioexen  precisely  Ihe  same  pgwer,«ndlotk( 
same  extent,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  intheslivt 
Stales.  Establish  the  principle  that  we  caninvoln 
ihe  people  of  the  free  Stales  in  Ihe  payment  of 
slaves,  and  it  will  follow  that  we  have  jnitadlaia 
overslavery.  Ifwe  have  powerlo  malte  the  fret 
Slates  pao  for  slaves,  we  have  power  tosaythcr 
shall  not  be  paid  for.  If  we  mav  interfere  to  loj 
extent,  we  may  lo  all  eitenlT  If  we  have  joriidifr 
lion  over  that  institution,  let  ns  at  ouceexerdsct 
as  becomes  a  nation  professing  freedom,  I  ul 
ready  lo  take  jurisdiction  of  it  whenever  I  en  !» 
iafy  myself  Ibal  we  can  constiiuJonally  do  >n. 

When  we  once  commence  leeislaticai  in  recni 
lo  slavery,  1  hope  and  trust  we  shall  speak  ot  '^ 
oral  rights,"  of  "human  libeny,"and  of  Ihecriat 
of  holdingour  fellow-men  in  bondage.  Whenn 
talk  of  si  a  very,  Iirusl  it  will  be  to  eiecraie  11,10 
abolish  it,  and  not  to  discuss  the  propriety  of* 
couraging  ils  continoance  al  the  expense  of  iLit 
(3avemmeni  and  of  the  flee  Slates,  or  in  any  uiui 


thai  nothing  contained  in  it  shall  anihoriieUiepiT- 
ment  for  any  slave  killed,  taken,  or  carried  «•! 
Ihe  American  army,  or  any  person  belonging  there- 
to, or  accompanying  the  same, 

S  PEECH  OP  MR.  MERIWETHER, 

Of  GEOKQIJb 
in  tke  Haute  of  Represailalives,  Januafy  i,  IStt- 

On  tbe  bill  for  tbe  repeal  of  tbe  bankrupt  la*. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said-  that  he  conewrd 
fully  in  opinion  with  ihc  gentleman  froa  Bt> 
York,  [Mr.  Bownb,]  that  there  would  be  at  rcpal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  al  Ihe  present  session.  Be 
had  no  doubt  tnat  many  of  ibose  who  profeatid  v 
oppose  the  law,  were  at  heart  ils  friend^  andllM 
such  would  vote  for  all  motions  for  conuul- 
ment,  for  all  instnictions,  lo  waste  time  ui  i^ 
They  were  opposed  to  repeal;  boi,io 
nces,  werecompelled  lo  mokeasfco* 
.he  law.  Tbe  measare  bail  ben 
made  a  theme  lor  parly  declamation  thruugbcA 
the  Union.  It  would  be  dilEculi  lo  find,  in  Ot 
vocabulary  of  epiihels,  one  which  had  not  oMiiei- 
hausted  upon  bodi  the  measure  and  its  advocate^ 
and  now,  after  U  had  been  made  the  steppicg-scu 
10  power,  it  would  be  loo  impudent  for  those  who 
bad  so  used  ii,  at  once  to  vote  against  the  ttpeal. 
hence  ibey  have  sought  its  defeat  by  indireS  n- 
taclts,  and  will,  no  doubt,  succeed  in  their  pai^nK- 
The  whole  country  had  been  aroused  agoiDSi  ik 
.13  provisions  had  been  declared  lo  be  mi^ 


'e  appearance 


5,  dishoi 


viltan 


,  thus  condemned,  had,  every  oneoftftW, 

lime  and  again,  been  commended  to  the  people, tj 
the  v<^es  ol  the  leading  members  of  Ihe  oe» 
craiic  party  in  the  Seiiaie.  All  this  the  couanj 
had  neglected  10  look  at;  and  ihe  advocaiesof  im 
law  had  not  had  time  10  catch  the  first  calm.  Ill  lb 
storm  which  had  swept  over  tbem,  10  demuDBM 
it.  The  law— just  as  it  is,  without  cbanp  sf* 
syllable,  word,ot  sentence— is  acceptable,  do  JflHi 
to  the  majority  of  tbe  Democratic  ^WiMtl? 


J41I.  1843L 
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lave  told  the  people  difi'erenily,  aad  must  uow  act 
with  some  show  of  sincerity.  But  I  predict  this 
epeal  bill  will  be  strangled  just  where  it  isf  and, 
lext  session,  the  Democratic  part^,  having  the 
K>wer,  will  complain  of  their  in^btlity  to  correct 
lU  of  "Whig  misrule,"  and  leave  the  bankrupt 
aw  still  in  full  operation.  The  facts  just  stated 
)y  the  gentleman  show  that  I  am  not  very  far 
prong  in  my  suspicions.  He  tells  us  that  be  vo- 
ed  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  originally;  that 
here  is  not  a  mai^  in  his  district,  save  one,  wf^ 
loes  support  it;  that  that  one  is  an  *'open  and  avowed 
Dpporter'  of  the  law;  that  the  people  demand  the 
epeal,  and,  to  insure  it,  have  left  him  [Mr.  Bowne] 
I  home,  and  eledted  in  his  stead  this  very  same 
open  and  arowed  supporter"  of  the  present  law. 
Hus  fact  shows  that  the  excitement  in  the  gentle- 
lan's  district  was  not  very  alarming,  however 
aianimoas  it  may  ha?e  been.  And  it  shows,  fur- 
lier,  that  the  gentleman  may  have  mistaken  public 
eatiment;  and,  in  order  to  get  into  the  current 
|ain,  and  to  keep  up  appearances,  it  may  be  that 
js  speech  was  intendea  to  do  what  he  censured  in 
ihers  so  mncb— to  stave  off  the  question  of  re- 
ea) !  That  strange  speech  had  an  "awful  squint- 
Dg"  that  way. 

This  fact  shows,  furthermore,  what  confidence  is 
)be  placed  in  the  complaints  of  the  Democratic 
arty  against  their  opponents  and  their  acts.  No 
xception  to  the  acts  or  the  Whig  party  was  more 
rejudicial  to  them  than  that  founded  upon  the 
an  tempt  law.  It  was  daily  denounced  as  the 
aeans  of  destroying  all  confidence  in  society,  and 
ringing  bankruptcy  and  ruin  upon  the  whole 
otmtry.  It  was  denounced  as  a  system  of  rob- 
f  ry,  and  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
Tbest  charges  have  5een  believed;  and  the  coun- 
ry  has,  by  its  vote,  evicted  from  power  and  place 
hie  party  who  held  control  when  the  law  was 
lassed.  The  gentleman  was  no  silent  spectator  in 
he  great  straggle.  He  denounced  the  law;  his 
onstituents  agreed  with  him,  all  but  one  man;  and 
low,  when  the  battle  ha.s  been  won,  when  the 
ir«apon  of  assault  is  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
he  victim,  when  victory  is  certain, — that  very 
onstitnency  hurl  from  tlieir  affections  the  man 
vho  had  faithfully  sustained  their  views,  and  have 
lect'ed  in  his  place  one  who  had  opposed  him  and 
hem  upon  this  very  question.  For  the  party's 
ake,  they  joined  in  the  denunciation;  and  now, 
or  their  own  sakes,  they  have  elected  a  Represent- 
tivewho  could,  without  change,  subserve  their 
iews.  They  opposed  a  principle  to  get  into  pow- 
r;  and  when  in  power,  they  sustain  it,  to  Keep 
here. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of 
he  bankrupt  law.  He  slated  that  now,  as  it  was 
ossfble  he  should  not  again  touch  the  subject  under 
onsideration  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  [laugh- 
er,] he  should  follow  very  closely  the  example 
phich  had  been  set  him.  He  votea  originally  for 
he  passage  of  the  bill.  He  was  not  satisfied,  at 
he  time,  as  to  the  wishes  of  his  constituents  upon 
he  subject.  He  had  to  rely  upon  the  evidence  be- 
6re  him,  in  the  shape  of  memorials  addressed  to 
bis  House — upon  private  letters  received  by  him- 
elf  and  others — upon  conversations  with  gentle- 
tten  who  were  at  the  seait  of  Government,  from 
is  State,  at  the  extra  session.  From  all  these 
crarces,  the  overpowering  evidence  was,  that  the 
eopleof  bis  State  desired  the  passage  of  the  law, 
nd  he  voted  for  it.  Before  the  law  went  into  ope- 
ation,  however,  he  became  satisfied  that  the  same 
«ople  desired  its  repeal;  he  therefore  voted  in  ac- 
ordance  with  their  wishes.  Recently,  the  subject 
ladnot  been  agitated;  but  he  had  seen  the  good 
ffects  of  the  law;  it  was  a  measure  of  justice,  sent 
a  mercy  to  a  whole  people,  groaning  beneath  the 
ron  rod  of  heartless  power,  and  struggling,  amidst 
he  deepest  and  most  gloomy  reverses  of  fortune, 
D  subsist  those  whom  nature  had  made  dependent 
ipon  their  labor.  Then,  upon  his  own  responsi- 
•ility,  he  should  vote  against  the  repeal.  Further, 
le  should  so  vote  upon  every  incidental  motion  as 
fould  most  certajnly  tend  to  defeat  that  repeal. 
V.nd  if,  as  it  had  been  said,  it  was  an  object  of  great 
lesire  to  the  Democratic  party  to  reserve  to  a 
>emocratic  Congress  the  honor  of  repealing  the 
aw,  he  would,  by  his  votes,  help  to  give  them  an 
opportunity.  Then  we  should  see  whether  they 
voald  repeal  the  law,  or  retain  it;  whether  they 
roold  modify  it;  and  whether,  since  thev  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  unconstitutional,  they  would  attempt, 
y  iheir  legislation,  to  set  up  debts  which  they  now 
lyhavclieea  imconstitotionally  discharged.    Let 


them  nave  a  fair  sweep;  and  let  us  see  how  far 
they  will  verify,  by  their  acts,  what  they  have  said 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  been  very  much  amused  at 
the  confession  of  sins  which  was  now  going  on 
with  the  Democracy.  Whether  conscience  was 
pricking,  or  concealment  was  no  longer  necessary, 
ne  pretended  not  to  say.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bowne]  had  said  that  he  was  an 
old  Federalist,  but  as  soon  as  he  judged  for  himself 
he  became  a  Democrat.  Mr.  M.  thought  it  was  no 
great  effort  of  judgment  to  lead  a  votary  of  Fed- 
eralism to  Democracy:  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  had  never  yet  been  defined.  The  gentle- 
man said  that  if  proscription  was  to  cut  off  or  repel 
a  man  from  the  Democratic  party  because  he  was 
a  Federalist,  many  who  were  now  in  their  ranks 
would  have  no  further  place  here.  This  was  a 
candid  and  a  true  conression;  and  if  a  political 
confessor  were  appointed,  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  divine  the  lime  of  his  duration  in  office, 
if  he  but  listened  for  a  moment  to  the  confession 
of  each  Democrat  who  had  the  same  sin  upon  his 
shoulders  which  the  gentleman  admitted  was  on 
his  own. 

Mr.  M.  had  sometimes  been  at  a  loss  to  accoimt 
for  the  great  zeal  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Bowne]  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  Democracy.  If  he  is  a 
penitent  at  the  footstool  of  political  mercy,  and  if, 
by  shifting  from  Federalism  to  Democracy,  he  has 
found  (or  thinks  he  has  found)  a  political  regen- 
erating grace,  it  may  be  that  to  the  maxim,  that 
"new  converts  are  always  the  most  zealous,"  is  to 
be  attributed  his  fiery  zeal.  But  Mr.  M.  bad  like- 
wise heard  it  said,  that  the  most  "zealous  converts" 
were  not  always  the  most  radically  Reformed.  The 
gentleman  might  still  be  under  a  delusion  as  to  his 
conversion,  and  as  to  the  probabilities  of  conver- 
sion at  an  for  one  who  occupies  his  place.  But, 
be  this  as  it  may— whether  the  gentleman  be  re- 
formed or  not— whether  it  be  in  fancy  or  in  fact — 
judging  of  the  past  by  the  present,  if  the  past  was 
as  bad  with  him,  proportionably,  as  the  present 
seems  to  be,  let  no  man  who  seeks  political  refor- 
mation ever  cease  from  the  struggle  to  acquire  it; 
for,  looking  upon  the  gentleman's  present  condi- 
tion as  improved,  1  feel  that,  in  the  most  perfect 
respect  to  nim,  I  may  say  to  others,  go  on — 

a    *Tor  whil«  the  lamp  holda  out  to  burn, 
The  vilest  sinner  may  return." 

But,  turning  from  the  gentleman  and  his  faith,  I 
desire  to  say  something  of  the  auction  sale,  which 
is  the  subject  of  a  speculation.  My  friend  fiom 
Indiana  [Mr.  Thompson]  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  article  offered  was  damaged,  and  there 
would  be  no  bidders.  I  thought  then,  and  yet 
think,  he  was  mistaken.  The  thing  is  damaged, 
beyond  doubt;  but  the  Democracy,  rather  than  be 
without  power,  would  bid  for  and  use  any  article, 
however  badly  damaged;  and,  in  the  sequel,  we 
shall  see  that  their  too  free  use  of  a  damaged  com- 
modity has  resulted  in  damaging  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusbino]  was  too 
old  a  dealer  in  politics— was  too  skilful  and  provi- 
dent—not to  know  the  value  of  the  article  to  be  sold. 
He  knew  the  character  of  the  bidders  too  well — 
their  necessities  and  dispositions — to  hazard  his  ob- 
ject. He  stood  behind  the  screen;  he  saw  those 
who  pulled  the  wires;  he  knew  the  suppliants  for 
Executive  favor;  he  held  his  notes  in  his  pocket, 
and  saw  and  knew  all  the  motives  to  action — who 
must  act,  when  they  must  act,  and  how;  he  saw 
over  the  entire  groimd,  and  knew  the  stations  of 
his  men. 

The  result  has  shown  that  he  was  not  mistaken. 
Never  did  auctioneer  ply  his  bidders  so  well » be- 
fore; never  did  bidders  respond  more  kindly  be- 
fore. True,  there  was  some  little  squeamishness 
at  first— some  little  restlessness:  but  thlsVas  natu- 
ral, and  to  be  expected,  when  the  business  had  been 
so  suddenly  and  publicly  thrown  upon  them.  All 
seemed  to  like  Mr.  Tyler  very  well;  he  was  quite 
an  honest  man;  he  had  been  badly  served  by  the 
Whigs — a  most  rascally  set  of  ingrates,  who  had 
put  him  in  office,  and  then  bad  refused  to  put  theii 
neads  down  as  stones  on  which  he  might  step 
higher  and  longer.  They  did  not  like  Daniel 
Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer,  however,  but  this 
was  a  secondary  matter;  they  would  support  Mr. 
Tyler's  mca^^ures  that  were  right,  and  tney  knew 
he  would  offer  nothing  that  hi«  conscience  did 
not  approve,  unless  seduced  by  Daniel  Webster. 
This  was  the  maiden  coyness  with  which  the  De- 
mocracy began  their  bids;  but,  as  an  earnest  that 
more  wonld  be  granted,  If  enough  had  not  been 


conceded,  the  auctioneer  was  assured  that  the  De- 
mocracy would  Hot  dash  themselv^  against  th» 
"constitutional  fact." 

As  the  auction  has  advanced,  the  bidders  have 
been  warmed  up,  and  better  terms  have  been  offer* 
ed.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Bowne]  comes  up  fully 
in  public  to  the  terms  doubtlessly  reserved  and  die* 
tated  in  private.  He  says:  Take  Daniel  Web- 
ster and  John  C.  Spencer,  with  all  tlftir  sins  upon 
them;  receive  them  gladly  and  with  open  arnis; 
and  tells  his  brethren  that  if  they  are  rejected  for 
the  sin  of  Federalism,  measuring  the  same  justice 
to  others,  they  must  force  "thousands  of  other  gen- 
tlemen" from  their  ranks.  Does  not  this  look  like 
biddine,  and  bidding  freely,  for  the  damaged 
"thingV*  and  would  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cvshuco] 
have  opened  this  sale  if  he  did  not  know  that  cir- 
cumstances would  force  the  Democracy  to  show 
their  loyalty  here?  Sir,  this  auction  has  been  a 
troublesome  matter  to  the  Democracy;  it  has  driv- 
en them  to  assume  positions,  to  show  division,  to 
disclose  purposes,  which  th^  had  hoped  to  hide 
from  the  publicTeye.  The  Whigs  have  had  their 
day  of  adversity;  offices  and  measures  were  swept 
from  us,  like  sand  before  the  wind.  This  was  a 
day  of  rejoicing  for  the  Democracy;  they  laughed 
at  our  adversities,  and  feasted  upon  the  full  harvest 
of  Executive  patronage;  and,  so  long  as  the  Cap- 
tain-General was  in  the  dispensation  of  his  fiivors, 
all  was  quiet  and  happy;  so  long  as  the  war  was 
against  the  Whigs,  not  a  sorrowful  thought  crossed 
their  happy  bosoms.  But  that  war  is  over;  the  ene- 
my is  supposed  to  be  routed;  and  now  the  Captain 
begins  to  inquire.  What  share  of  the  spoils  ismine^ 
What  profit  enures  to  mel  Who  bids  for  the  "con- 
stitutional fact,''  against  which  I  have  dashed  our 
common  foel  There  arain  rny  family  those  who 
intend  to  be  heard  in  the  next  Presidential  election. 
Who  bids  for  my  powerl 

Sir,  I  may  repeat,  this  auction  has  been  a  trouble- 
some matter  for  our  opponents.  Accustom^  to 
grief  ourselves,  we  have,  more  philosophy  in  its 
midst.  We  have  looked  upon  the  sorrows  of  our 
opponents  with  compassion,  since  the  bright  sun- 
shine of  their  hopes  nas  been  turned  to  the  chilling 
damps  of  disappointment.  We  would  that  the. bit- 
ter cup  could  pass  from  them.  We  have  seen  that 
the  hour  of  their  dissolution  has  come,  before  they 
have  yet  entered  upon  the  Elysian  fields  of  their 
glory.  But,  who  bids?  is  the  hateful  sound  that 
rings  through  their  ears.  Who  bidsl  is  the  ac- 
cursed knell  which  foretells  the  Ivonr  of  their 
doom. 

But,  sir,  a  community  of  action  is  likely  to  beget 
a  community  of  sympathy.  The  Democracy  have 
been  the  soldiery  with  which  Captain  Tyler  has 
waged  his  war  upon  the  "friends  he  led  behind 
him."  They  have  imbibed  a  love,  as  was  natural, 
for  their  Captain;  and  the  dispensation  of  many  fa- 
vors—of good  and  substantial  offices,  all  hekl  at  hip 
will— has  not  failed  to  impress  upon  these  favorite?* 
and  the^r  friends'  friends  and  relations,  and  upon 
all  who  think  that,  by  possibility,  they  might  fall 
into  the  "line  of  safe  precedents,"  that  the  Cap* 
tain  has  manly  virtues,  lofty  genius^  noble  dariag; 
and 

"Whoshoald  be  king  but  Charlie^* 

Besides,  there  are  "buddings  of  disaffi?ction"  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democracy,  growing  ont  of  the  soc- 
cession,  as  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ccsedno]  vtry 
shrewdly  told  us.  Differences  between  the  rforth- 
em  and  the  Southern  house  were  far  from  any  hope 
of  speedy  reconciliation.  In  the  mean  time,  tne 
"fact"  was  here  and  could  not  be  surmounted.  All 
these  things  had  brought  uncertainty  into  the  ranks 
of  the  Democracy;  and  at  this  moment,  so  inoppor- 
tune for  them,  the  President  has  snatched  the  ban- 
ner of  the  guard,  and  planted  it  in  their  midst.  Who 
feels  that  ihey  need  my  powerl  Who  bids  for  ill 
is  the  ready  query,  tnat,  like  an  electric  shock, 
thrills  throughout  their  whole  ranks;  and  bid,  some 
one  mu.^t. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  unnecessary  for  any  one  to  dis- 

fuise  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tyler  has  divided  and  bro- 
en  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  parly.  Their 
"one  and  indivisible"  front  is  a  ma^  of  chaos. 
Followers  are  flocking  to  his  banner,  and  the  lit- 
tle guard,  once  so  insignificant,  is  now  quite  an 
army  of  well-disposed  affectums^  if  not  counted  men; 
and  all  its  recruits  are  drawn  from  the  Democracy. 
The  number,  too,  is  greater  than  public  opinion 
has  allowed.  The  "givings  out"  of  the  gentleman 
fVom  New  York  [Mr.  Bowke]  favored  tWs  opin- 
ion; and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  fVom  the  gentle- 
man's speech  of  yesterday,  [ftfr.  Wbu*br,J  ha  itas 
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no  special  objection  to  light  under  the  banner 
of  the  Captain,  since  he  was  f:oiiig  into  private 
life.  The  position  of  the  President  now  is  such, 
that  the  Democracy  dare  not  treat  with  neglect  or 
contempt  his  overtares.  They  dare  not  refnse 
him  audience.  They  must  respond  when  he  cries, 
Whobidsl 

The  welcome  of  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 
Spencer  to  thi  ranks  of  Democracy,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  is  no  new  idea  m  that  party. 
It  has  before  been  thought  of  b7  them,  and  acted 
upon  before;  and  all  this  parade  before  the  coun- 
try by  gentlemen,  that  they  cannot  receive  them, 
nor  the  Administration  with  them,  is  but  a  feint, 
to  operate  upon  certain  quarters  and  certain  men, 
when,  eventually,  acting  under  the  constraining 
will  of  the  people,  as  pretended,  they  will  be  re- 
ceived into  lull  fellowship,  at  least  l^  one  portion 
of  the  immaculate  "one  and  indivisible'*  Democ- 
racy. 

1  propose  reading  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  large 
meeting  of  Democrats  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
at  which,  the  "Madisonian"  says,  the  most  influ- 
ential Democrats  of  the  State  attended,  and  that 
they  are  men  not  surpassed  for  influence  in  that 
party  in  the  Union.    Mr.  M.  read  the  following: 

''Resolved^  That  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 
6pencer,  the  brightest  luminaries  of  the  Whig  skv, 
have,  in  their  transit  to  Democracy,  formed  a  halo 
of  glory  around  its  principles." 

fLaughter,  and  cnes  of  "Read  that  again."] 

After  this,  let  not  my  friends  think  that  this  Ad- 
ministration is  without  bidders,  when  it  is  put  up 
for  eale.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Gushing]  knew  all 
these  facts,  and  knew,  however  damaged  it  was  to 
the  country,  yet,  for  iwrty  purposes,  it  was  highly 
valuable  to  the  Democracy.  Mr.  Tyler,  by  his 
patronage,  is  omnipotent  with  that  paity.  He  has 
done  what  no  other  man,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
party,  could  do.  He  has  not  only  carried  his  own 
strength  into  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy,  but  he 
has  carried  with  him,  and  installed  into  his  com- 
mand, Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spenc-er  as  his 
lieutenants*,  and  the  Democracy  are  rallying  around 
them,  while  they  "formed  a  halo  of  glory  around 
its  principles."  The  Democracy  will  always  bid 
at  such  a  sale.  What  higher  evidence  can  be 
wanting  of  the  disposition  to  bid,  irrespective  of 
conditions^  than  thist  And  what  better  evidence 
of  an  alliance,  offensive  as  well  as  defensive, 
than  that  which  makes  o)d  enemies  "one  and  indi- 
visible" political  associates!  ^We  shall  see  here- 
after if  there  ia  not  still  stronger  evidence  of  alli- 
ance—one  founded  on  a  bid,  and  that  bid  a  bargain. 

But  it  may  be  asked  if  Mr.  Tyler  himself  is, 
without  difficulty,  surrounded  by  so  many  new  as- 
sociates and  friends')  It  appears  not;  from  indica- 
tions, it  seems  that  there  are  false  teachers  in  the 
household:  tnat  the  bidders  are  themselves  treach- 
erous; and,  while  they  bargain  for  their  loyalty, 
they  are  seeking  to  rob  patronage  of  its  power,  and 
tosacrifice  its  dispenser  to  their  selfishness.  Treason 
seems  to  reign  in  the  camp,  and  friendship  is  made 
the  screen  behind  which  perfidy  perpetrates  its 
deeds. 
'  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  said  to  have  been  writ- 
ten from  the  White  House.  It  appeared  in  the 
New  York  "Union,"  the  accredited  organ  in  that 
city  of  the  President,  and  would  not  have  appeared 
there,  urging  such  grave  charges,  uttering  such 
melancholy  complaints,  and  speaking  such  despond- 
ing language,  if  there  was  no  foundation  for  all, 
and  a  great  many  more  causes  of  dissatisfaction 
than  those  detailed.  Speaking  of  the  President,  it 
says: 

*'The  President  is  like  a  man  who  is  walking 
over  a  straight  road,  and  ever  and  anon  some  kind 
firiend  advises  him  to  turn  to  the  right  or  the  lefl,  or 
to  go  up  that  hill,  or  down  that  iane,  intending  to 
do  him  the  favor,  if  they  can  get  him  out  of  the 
straight  and  honest  path  he  has  chosen,  to  strip 
him  of  his  coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches." 

fRoars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  M.  continued.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  not  one  of  the  number  who 
were  trying  toget  the  President's  breeches.  [Con- 
tinued lauehter.l  What  a  melancholy  picture 
does  this  tale  unfold  !  How  fearfully  true  is  the 
treachery  which  it  disclo.ses !  That  the  highest 
officer  within  the  gift  of  a  free  people  is  subject  to 
such  associalionsi  that  he  cannot  trust  himself 
to  the  counsel  they  may  present;  and  that, 
under  the  flattering  but  deceitful  profession  of 
friendship,    connaeTlorB  around   him   advise  to 


but  which,  if  adopted,  selects  their  own  selfish  pur- 
poses as  ine  only  object  to  be  attained,  robs  him 
of  all  ability  to  be  useful,  and  makes  mm  the  de- 

Sadedtool  of  their  ambition  I  The  language  of 
is  complaint  is  figurative,  but  the  fact  it  discloses 
is  real.  Surely  the  President  must  feel  that  he 
reclines  on  thorns,  when  surrounded  by  a  faction 
which  has  been  collected  through  the  patronage  of 
power,  and  which  will  betray  him  as  interest  may 
dictate.  These  are  melancholy  fkcts,  to  go  down 
to  posterity  as  evidence  of  the  prostitution  of  the 

S resent  day.  Well  mieht  the  gentleman,  [Mr. 
usHiNG,]  knowing  all  these  things—the  profes- 
sions of  friendship^  made,  and  the  perfidy  which 
was  ready  to  betray  confidence  repotted— put  up 
the  Administration  at  auction;  well  might  he  seek 
to  bring  out  before  the  public  eye  those  who  were 
its  frtends,  that  those  who  had  sworn  their  loyalty 
in  the  recesses  at  the  White  House  should  regis- 
ter their  vows  before  the  world — that  the  trae  friends 
might  be  distinguished,  and  the  robbers  of  coats 
and  breeches  expelled.  But  how  could  it  be  other-  I 
wise  than  that,  when  treachery  had  once  tainted  its  | 
victim,  the  victim  should  perfect  the  treachery? 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wsller]  had 
said  on  yesterday  that  the  President  had  been 
greatly  annoyed  and  assailed  by  the  Whigs  who 
wanted  office:  that  their  "  voracious  maws"  not 
being  satisfied,  they  had  turned  in  wrath  against 
him.  Upon  the  subject  of  office,  perhaps  that 
gentleman  would  have  done  as  well  to  have  been 
silent.  If  reports  be  true,  should  that  gentleman 
be  not  now  most  perfectly  satisfied,  he  might  incur 
the  charge  of  having  the  insatiable  appetite  of  a 
cormorant.  But  it  seems  that  the  thirst  for  office 
happens  not  to  be  confined  to  the  Whigs  alone.  No 
doubt  that  there  was  a  great  rush  on  ineir  part  as 
soon  as  they  had  been  installed  in  power.  Many 
honest  and  honorable  men  had  been  hurled  from 
office,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  had  an 
opinion  of  their  own.  They  came  forward  quickly 
to  have  the  stigma  wiped  from  their  characters— 
which  official  tyranny  had  stamped  upon  them. 
But  it  is  a  fact,  which  is  disgraceful  to  both  parties, 
that  too  many  of  their  members  desire  office  for 
the  gains  which  it  brings  to  them.  But  the  Demo- 
crats seem  to  have  much  rapacity  for  office  too,  and 
have  proved  a  source  of  great  vexation  at  the 
White  House.  The  same  letter  to  which  I  before 
referred  has  this  remark: 

"I  am  glad  to  find  that  your  Tyler  cliques  in 
New  York  are  becoming  more  orderly  and  gov- 
ernable. I  thought  at  one  time,  from  tneir  contin- 
ued rush  to  the  Capitol,  that  a  new  party,  under  the 
name  of  *Want-to-ket-into-the-custom-house  Party,' 
would  carry  all  before  them;  for  there  was  no  want 
of  applicants  for  collectors,  postmasters,  marshals, 
navy  agents,  district  attorneys,  &c.;  and,  if  the  ap- 
plicants themselves  were  to  be  credited,  those  high 
functionaries  were  but  sorry  fellows  at  best.  Al- 
though none  has  succeeded,  or  is  likely  to  suc- 
ceed, yet  ever  and  anon  a  poor  *fainl  and  wayworn 
traveller^  finds  his  way  down  here  with  his  pockets 
full  of  letters  of  recommendation  from  the  malcon- 
tents, representing  you  all  to  be  without  the  capaci- 
ty or  the  inclination  to  do  the  least  service  to  the 
President;  and  these  denunciations  generally  end 
by  ihe  complainant's  asking  for  an  office." 

Then,  it  seems,  continued  Mr.  M.,  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  beleaguered  by  office  hunters  from  the  De« 
mocracy;  and,  when  he  places  them  in  power 
around  nim,  they  fail  not  to  consult  all  the  artincesof 
their  address  to  seduce  him  from  an  honest,  straight- 
forward path,  into  private  ways  and  by-paths,  where 
they  may  practise  upon  him  their  arts  of  petit  larce- 
ny, Vobbing  him  even  of  the  slight  habiliments 
which  now  serve  to  hide  his  nakedness.  But  what 
does  this  letter  of  complaint  showl  That  there  m  usi 
be  between  the  President  and  his  followers  a  quid 
pro  quo  for  every  favor  asked,  and  every  service 
rendered.  Office  is  asked  with  the  understanding 
that  the  "ability  and  capacity  to  serve  the  Presi- 
dent," not  the  country,  can  be  afforded;  and  office 
is  granted,  with  the  understanding  that  that  "ability 
and  capacity"  are  made  effective  in  serving  the 
President.  What  is  this  but  a  bargain— a  contract 
— an  agreement  to  do  a  particular  thing— between 
parties  capable  and  willing  to  contract,  and  actually 
contracting,  and  the  performance  under  that  con- 
tract of  some  service,  which  strips  the  transaction 
in  law  of  that  want  of  consideration  which  would 
render  the  agreement  a  nudum  pacium? 

And  what  was  that  bargain  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiaa]  alluded,  which  he 


its  face  a  "damning  suspicion?"  The  public  nert 
said  that  it  amounted  to  more  than  an  amoai 
for  office  for  each  of  theparties.  And  vfiai  istb 
fact  disclosed  by  this  White  House  leuerl  Tha 
office  is  conferred  upon  those  only  who  have  ili 
"ability  and  capacity"  to  serve  the  PresideoLqi 
those  who  receive  offices  must  employ  that  "abittf 
and  capacity"  in  his  service. 

This  is  the  scene  'Enacting  behind  the  enitai&K 
itie  White  House;  and  forthwith  the  gentlemi 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CusBiifo,]  the  tccnd> 
ited  friend  and  counsellor  of  the  President,  eoaa 
upon  this  floor,  in  a  debate  upon  the  r^  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  nninduced  by  anythiig  k- 
fore  said,  repeats  what  it  seems  bad  before  beea 
heard  elsewhere  in  rehearsals,  that  the  Adnm. 
istration  must  have  friends,  and  that  itpossoMi 
the  means  of  rewarding  them,  and  pnaismnf  fioa 
He  (ells  us  that  the  Whigs  have  been  dashed «» 
pieces  aaainst  the  President's  "fixed  fact"  Tkis 
was  punishment  He  tells  the  Democrats  that  tbef 
will  "not  profit  by  experience,"  and  that  tkran 
dashing  wildly  against  that  same  "fixed  fitcL"  Thii 
we  all  understand  to  mean  the  veto  ot  the  sik> 
treasury  bill,  whenever  readopted.  He  bad  sptta 
of  the  "buddings  of  discontent"  in  the  Demoentie 
party;  that  a  prominent  man  would  draw  off  ok 
wing,  and  another  man  would  draw  off  anotkr 
wing  of  that  party;  that,  in  the  next  presideBtiil 
election,  there  were  those  connected  with  the  pm- 
ent  Administration  who  intended  soon  to  bare  i 
word  to  say;  and  that  no  one  would  make  anythia^ 
by  indulging  in  a  "fierce  warfare  against  the  Prca- 
dent;"  that  he  held  the  veto  power— fiomeihiig 
more  omnipotent  than  mere  patronage.  Now.&f- 
glish  these  sentiments;  and  what  do  they  meail 
That  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  will  be  throwi 
into  the  support  of  that  candidate  and  his  fneadi, 
and  the  veto  power  used  for  their  advantage,  whose 
friends  and  associates,  possessing  the  "ability  aid 
capacity,"  would  render  him  (tne  President)  ike 
most  effective  service,  and  would  not  rob  him c{ 
his  coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches.  Is  there  no  iiii- 
mation  of  a  willingness  to  bargain  for  power  iaiS 
thisi  No  expectation  of  reward  created  for  ser- 
vices rendered  or  to  be  rendered^  No  temjptatioa 
to  excite  rivalry  in  devotion  to  the  Presideotl  Aod 
what  was  the  effect  of  this  annunciation  of  ponose 
on  the  part  of  the  President?  The  gentleman  itod 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kennedy]  said  that  he  would  not  bid: 
to  have  avowed  such  an  intention  would  harebeeB 
to  expose  and  defeat  his  purpose;  but  he  told  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  CasBOfo]  that  he,  a  Democrat, 
would  not  encounter  the  rod  of  punisbment-tk 
veto!  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.WsLLB] 
said  that  it  was  the  high  duty  of  every  Democrat lo 
support  every  act  of  the  Administration  as  ftr  ts 
he  could;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowNE,]  discarding  all  barriers,  exhorts  bis  associ- 
ates to  take  Mr.  Tvler,  his  ad  ministration- Web- 
ster and  Spencer — however  deeply  dyed  in  pojitictl 
sins— to  take  one  and  all,  now  and  at  once,  witboo: 
atonement,  conditions,  reservations,  or  stipQiatioDs- 
to  take  them  freely,  cheerfully,  graciously;  and  to 
become  with  them,  at  once,  "one  and  iodiTisible.' 
What  call  you  all  thisi  Is  there  no  rmfoost  here 
to  the  question.  Where  shall  I  find  mv  incndsl  No 
cringing  before  the  lashl  No'  reaching  after  the 
rewardl  No  manifestation  of  fear  that  the  "fixed 
fact"  was  dangerous;  that  those  connected  with  the 
Administration,  who  intended  soon  to  have  a  word 
to  sav  in  the  next  presidential  election,  might  na 
speak  that  word  unfavorably;  thit  certain  "disco- 
tents"  might  not  profit  by  that  word;  and  no  eri- 
dence  of  a  belief  that  prudence  dictated  at  onci 
that  all  fears  should  be  qaelled,  that  a  "fierce  var- 
fare  against  the  President"  was  not  to  be  expected 
from  a  certain  quarter'?  Does  not  all  ibis  squint 
most  awfully  at  the  fact,  that  the  terms  of  sale,  ts 
stated,  are  ready  to  be  embracedl  Do  not  the  bids 
fully  cover  the  offerl  And  is  there  nothing  like  i 
bargain,  an  agreement,  an  undertaking,  mtttoillr 
to  do  and  perform  certain  acts,  for  a  mntnal  ««• 
siderationf 

But  the  gentleman,  no  doubt,  did  look  foitber, 
and  to  other  terms  than  those  he  expressed,  vka 
he  put  this  Administration  up  at  auction.  PosallT 
he  bad  other  objects  in  view;  and  I  will  ask  4| 
gentlegian  if  he  did  expect  that  at  this  sale  njm 
^ould  be  put  in  by  the  Whig  partyl 

[Mr.  CusHiNO  (Mr.  M.  yielding  tbefloor)siid 
the  gentleman  from  Qeorgla  IMr.  MEfflWEnvJ 
had  repeated  the  remark  several  times  made  ia  >» 
House,  and  to  which  he  had  sought  an  opportai^ 


A  policy    not  to    sabserve   the    public    good,  ||  so  bitterly  denounced  the  other  day  as  carrying  on  ||  to  reply.    The  gentleman  desired  Mr.  C.  to  JnHHS 
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im  when  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  put  up  ihe  Admin istra- 
on,  if  he  expected  the  Whig  party  to  bidi  Mr. 
r.  called  on  the  gentleman,  ana  on  every  member 
fthis  House,  to  put  his  finger  on  any  part  of  bis 
peechthat  authorized  this  imputation.  [Laughter  ] 
le  denied  that  there  was  any  foundation  whatever 
)( it;  and  he  asked  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
*lect  from  that  speech  a  single  sentence,  if  he 
ould,  which  jasiified  that  imputaiion,  which  the 
entleman  himself  would  declare  to  the  House  to 
e  cmjuat  in  principle,  or  untrue  in  fact?] 

Mr.  Mbuwsther  resumed:  The  gentleman  from 
lassachoaetts  was  trying  to  play  a  Yankee  trick 
poD  him^-answering  his  question  bv  avslcing  bim 
aocher.  The  answer  had  in  nowise  been  given  to 
le  interrogatory.  .  Waiving,  however,  his  right  to 
isist  upon  an  answer,  the  gentleman  asks  me  to 
oint  to  a  single  sentence  of  his  remarks  that 
'ould  justify  such  an  imputation.  Mr.  M.  would 
olnt  the  gentleman  to  his  whole  speech  for  evi- 
nce to  sustain  the  constrnction  he  and  others 
ad  placed  upon  it.  It  was  no  objection  to  the 
ict,  that  one  single  sentence  did  not  contain  the 
ropoeiiion  of  sale;  the  whole  speech  was  com- 
ounded  of  several  propositions,  each  resting  upon, 
Dd  connecting  with,  the  other.  If  this  (Mr.  G.'s) 
ale  of  interpretation  were  to  apply,  we  might,  for 
le  same  reason,  reject  some  of  the  most  important 
'uihs  of  the  Bible.  Mr.  M.  could  understand 
othing  else  from  the  gentleman's  remarks  than  the 
mputation  which  had  been  made.  But  I  will  inti- 
late  to  the  gentleman  what  I  have  before  said  to 
le  House  were  the  terms  of  his  propositions,  and 
save  him  to  contradict  the  facts  as  I  state  them: 
tiat  he  spoke  of  a  ''fixed  fact''  in  the  Federal  Qov. 
mment;  of  the  President  as  that  "fact;"  that  the 
IVldg  party  bad  been  dashed  against  it;  that  expe- 
ience  did  not  serve  to  teach  the  Democratic  party, 
nd  they  were  going  to  repeat  thesame  experiment; 
bat  "fact''  was  the  veto  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
^resident;  that  in  the  Democratic  ranks  there  were 
liscontent  and  division  in  reference  to  the  succes- 
ion;  that  some  persons  connected  with  the  Admin- 
stration  intended  soon  to  have  a  word  to  say  in 
be  next  Presidential  election;  and  that  the  interest 
»f  no  par^  would  be  advanced  by  a  fierce  attack 
ipon  the  President,  and  he  deemed  it  materiaf  to 
«  frank  upon  that  point  now.  Now,  with  these 
)ropositions,  what  otner  could  follow,  but  that  the 
Administration  would  elect  in  the  use  of  its  friend- 
hip,  (which  means  the  patronage  of  the  Gtovem- 
aentand  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power,)  to  bestow 
be  one,  and  to  use  or  withhold  the  other,  as  would 
ubserve  the  interest  of  party  friends?  And  who 
roold  be  its  friends,  but  those  who  sustained  its 
neasures,  and  were  not  "too  furious"  in  their  op- 
osition  to  the  President?  And  why  talk  of  being 
itmk  in  your  statements,  if  nothing  was  meant  by 
I— no  agreement  to  be  understood?  Could  lan- 
uage  be  plainer,  or  logic  more  clear,  than  that 
i^hich  deduces  this  crowning  proposition  from  such 
remisesl  And  the  bare  statement  of  these  propo- 
rtions had  not  failed  of  its  effect.  The  gentleman 
rem  Indiana  [Mr.  Kennedy]  had  promptly  re- 
ponded  to  them,  disclaiming  any  intention  to  bid: 
ind  to  have  acknowledged  it  would  have  been  too 
arefaced,)  but  assured  the  gentleman  that  the  De- 
locracy  would  not  encounter  the  "fixed  fact"  in 
leir  legislation  at  the  incoming  Congress;  which 
ras  to  say,  "declare  your  will,  and  we  will  execute 
-"  But,  as  the  gentleman  now  says  he  did  not  in- 
^d  to  sell,  I  suppose  the  sale  is  postponed  for  the 
resent.    [Laughter.) 

[Mr.  CtTSHiNO  (Mr.  M.  again  yielding  the  floor 
>r  explanation)  said  that  the  gentleman  nad  put  to 
im  a  Question  which  was  based  on  the  assumption 
M  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  done  a  particular  thing  in  this 
loose.  Mr.  C.  had  replied,  by  contradicting  the 
mmpiion  and  challenging  proof,  exhibiting  de- 
HQstration  on  that  point;  and  the  gentleman  said 
Wt  he  had  practised  the  Yankee  mode  of  answer- 
tt  a  question  by  asking  another.  It  was  not  so; 
U'  C.  had  answered  emphatically  and  fully,  cov- 
ring  the  whole  ground;  and  he  now  begged  leave 
^*skihe  gentleman  a  question:  Would  the  gentle- 
^  be  good  enough  to  pot  his  finger  on  a  single 
Jtence  of  that  speech  which,  either  as  a  Whi§  or 
l^ocrat,  the  gentleman  would  aver  to  be  unjust 
k  principle  or  untrue  in  facti  If  he  would,  Mr. 
^  would  pledge  himself  to  show,  by  exhibition  of 
M  authority  of  some  of  the  highest  and  best  men 
W  had  lived  in  the  United  States  since  the  Rev- 
ption,  that  propositions  of  the  same  tenor  had  I 
»we  been  made.]  | 

MitM.  resumed.    He  had  referred  the  gentle-  y 


man  to  his  whole  speech;  he  seemed  imwilling  to 
scan  ir;  he  referred  him  to  it  again;  and  when  he 
shall  have  read  it  throughout,  calmlv  and  dispas- 
sionately, he  would  find  more  in  it  than  he  seems 
willing  to  admit  now  is  there,  and  more  than  he 
ought  ever  to  have  put  there.  Even  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wist.]  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  undertaken  the  other  day  to  explain 
away  the  gentleman's  speech,  had  evinced  an  un- 
uttered  conviction,  that  the  construction  placed 
upon  the  speech  was  not  altogether  foreign  to  its 
lej^iti mate  meaning.  The  gentleman  says  that  he 
will  show,  upon  the  authority  of  the  highest  and 
best  men  of  the  country,  that  similar  propositions 
have  before  been  made.  Mr.  M.  did  not  doubt  this. 
Frequent  charges  had  been  made  of  similar  com- 
binations, and  public  sentiment  had  condemned 
them.  Does  their  recurrence  justify  themi  or  does 
the  knowledge  of  their  existence  by  the  "highest 
and  best  men"  of  the  country  give  them  a  passport 
to  our  approvall  or  does  the  existence  of  like  pro- 
positions negative  the  fact  that  those  now  being 
debated  ever  had  an  existence^  He  calls  upon  me 
to  condemn  any  sentence  of  his  speech  as  *'unjust 
in  principle  or  untrue  in  fact."  His  isolated  p^i- 
tions,  his  individual  propositions,  may  stand.  The 
gentleman  sees  the  drift  of  my  remarks  too  well 
not  to  understand  my  attack  to  oe  upon  his  speech 
as  a  whole.  I  may  or  may  not  dissent  from  his 
propositions  individually;  that  is  not  the  issue  I 
make.  But  depend  them  one  upon  another;  con- 
nect them  together,  as  he  has  connected,  them;  de- 
duce from  them,  as  he  has  deduced  the  conse- 
quence, the  right  of  the  President  to  wield  the  pa- 
tronage of  his  office  and  the  veto  power  for  the 
building  up  or  pulling  down  of  parties,  irrespective 
of  the  public  welfare,  and  of  throwing  the  influence 
and  power  of  that  patronage  and  of  the  veto,  as 
freaks  of  friendship  or  hatred  may  come  over 
him,  to  perpetuate  or  destroy  political  friends  or 
opponents, — and  I  denounce  the  whole  jointly,  and 
each  singly,  in  view  of  such  connexion;  and  I  point 
to  each  and  every  of  them  as  untrue  in  fact,  and 
grossly  unjust  in  principle  to  the  people,  and  de- 
structive of  every  semblance  of  political  nght. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  yet  learned  whe- 
ther, at  this  auction,  when  it  shall  take  place,  it  will 
be  expected  that  the  Whigs  should  bid  or  noti 
When  I  was  interrupted,  I  was  about  entering  upon 
the  subject  of  Democratic  difficulties.  The  gentle- 
man [Mr.  CusHiNo]  had  spoken  of  discontents  al- 
ready existing;  of  the  intention  of  some  connected 
with  the  Administration  to  have  a  word  to  say  in 
the  next  election.  Mr.  M.  said  that,  doubtless, 
these  divisions  had  been  fully  canvassed  at  the 
other  end  of  the  avenue.  The  letter  from  the 
White  House,  before  referred  to,  alludes  to  this 
matter;  and  this  allusion,  and  the  identity  of  senti- 
ment expressed  by  the  gentleman  with  the  letter, 
while  they  show  that  what  he  has  said  was  not  the 
result  of  momentary  excitement,  but  premeditated 
and  spoken  almost  by  authority,  confirm  to  us  that 
these  dissensions  in  the  Democratic  ranks  are  the 
subject  of  speculation  and  calculation  by  the  wire- 
workers  at  the  President's.    Here  is  the  reference: 

"Talking  of  the  Presidency, '  I  never  saw  Mr. 
Calhoun  look  so  well  and  so  full  of  hope  and  ex- 
pectation. The  Legislatures  of  South  Carolina 
and  Alabama  have  nominated  him,  and  other 
Statesfwill  follow.  He  is  excessively  uneasy  and 
fretful  about  going  into  a  national  convention,  for 
fear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  being  more  dexterous 
with  the  cups  and  balls,  will  cheat  him  out  of  a 
nomination;  and  in  this  respect  he  has  grounds  of 
apprehension.  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  a  convention  is 
like  a  little  fierce  bull  in  an  amphitheatre,  and  is 
sure  to  gore  and  toss  all  the  horses  and  riders  who 
may  come  into  the  ring  against  him." 

Here  are  some  strong  intimations  of  approaching 
difficulty;  and  while  it  comes  un  completely  to  the 
views  as  expressed  by  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Cush- 
INO,]  let  us  see  if  the  concluding  views  do  not 
cover  the  whole  grotmd  assumed  by  him.  The 
letter  continues: 

"There  is  absolutely  nothing  doing  here,  we  may 
say,  in  the  political  world,  and  1  ain  glad  of  it; 
because  when  the  politicians  lie  on  their  oars,  the 
country  gains  by  it  Everything,  of  course,  is  in 
an  unsettled  state.  If  a  storm  is  brewing  between 
the  Whigs,  the  Calhoun  men,  and  the  Van  Buren 
men,  the  Administration  have  only  to  remain  tran- 
quil until  the  hurricane  blows  over,  and  then  take 
advantage  of  the  times.  If  the  people  could  only 
unhorse  the  leaders,  no  man  would  be  so  strong  at 


John  Tyler,  because  he  is  evidently  gaining  strength 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people." 

Can  any  one  (continued  Mr.  M.)  look  at  all 
these  facts,  and  shut  his  eyes  to  the  conviction  Ihat 
the  sentleman's  speech  was  not  made  without  obncert 
with  others— without  premeditation  or  design — with- 
out objecf}  and,  if  not  without  dbject,  what  Other 
than  to  identify  the  Adminiscration,  for  profit  or 
loss,  for  better  or  worse,  with  seme  one  of  the  coin 
tending  factions  of  the  "one  and  indivisible  Dem- 
ocratic partyl"  ^ 

The  fact  of  division  in  that  {J^ty  is  left  unques^ 
ttoned.  That  Mr.  Tyler  has  effected  that  division, 
and  to  a  great  extent,  is  undeniable.  The  only  re- 
maining question  was,  which  nortion  of  that  party 
desired  most  to  convert  liis  iirauence  to  its  usel 

The  Northern  wing  of  the  Democracy  had 
stepped  forth  boldly,  bid  freely,  and  anxiously 
soiight  to  close  the  sale:  but  the  Southern  wing  had 
not,  as  yet,  been  heard  from  publicly.  Rumor  had 
blessed  them  with  a  greater  ^hare  of  executive 
favor,  but  yet  they  have  not  signified  their  inten- 
tion to  bid  or  not.  I  should  lii^e  to  hear  from 
that  division  of  the  party  before  the  debate  doses. 

There  i^  a  great  deal  submitted  to  (said  Mr.  M.) 
in  this  hall,  from  parliamentary  courtesy.  There 
never  was  freer  use  made  of  this  liberty  than  du- 
ring this  debate.  When  it  first  began,  a  casual 
visiter  would  have  supposed  that  the  war  waging 
by  the  Democrats  was  aimed  solely  at  the  Whig 
party.  While  the  fact  of  an  open  rupture  was  first 
developing  itself,  the  effort  to  direct  the  quarre. 
against  the  Whigs  was  most  desperate;  and  soimdly^ 
were  we  whipped  over  the  shoulders  for  the  benefit 
of  our.  opponents.  Well,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  had  much  objection  to  this  course.  Mr.  M.  was 
opposed  to  making  family  jars  public  spectacles. 
He  was  willing  to  take  the  castigation,  if,  in  so 
doing,  he  could  hide  the  wounds  which  family  feuds 
had  made.  He  would  have  been  very  willing  to 
have  covered  up  the  divisions  which  existed  in  the 
ranks  of  his  opponents;  but  this  seemed  now  to  be 
a  hopeless  matter,  and  they  had  themselves  become 
careless  and  indifferent  as  to  their  exposure.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  KknnkdtI  had  tried 
very  diligently  to  cover  up  all  their  difficulties;  he 
thrust  most  desperately  at  us;  said  some  hard  things; 
appealed  to  ola  prejudices;  spoke  of  our  un  worthi- 
ness,, and  the  vast  superiority  of  his  own  friends. 
But  all  this  would  not  do;  there  was  no  response; 
and  in  the  bitterness  of  grief,  in  a  moment  of  al- 
most frenzied  sorrow,  he  bade  us  to  stand  aioof,  and 
let  their  family  quarrel  alone.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
should  abide  the  admonition,  and  leave  the  family 
to  its  tumults.  The  "cohesive  principle,"  "which 
had  hitherto  bound  them  together,  seemed  too  weak 
to  preserve  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  could  not  help  thinking,  when  he  heard 
such  violent  declamation  from  the  other  side,  how 
unsubstantial  it  was,  and  how  very  deceptive  it 
was  to  those  who  believed  or  thought  there  would 
be  a  serious  contest  by  the  opposition  in  the  next 
Presidential  election.  The  people  abroad  expected 
a  warm  and  animated  contest;  but  the  resistance 
which  would  be  presented  seemed  more  like  a 
shadow  than  a  substance.  The  Democracy  were 
united  while  the  whole  party  warred  against  the 
Whigs;  but  now,  when  the  selection  is  to  be  made 
who  shall  wear  the  robes,  confusion  and  discord 
have  scattered  them  abroad,  and  divided  and  broken 
their  front.  The  heterogeneous  mass  has  many 
candidates  for  the  honor— some  whose  claims  are 
growing  very  stale,  and  must  now  be  canvassed  ojr 
never;  they  present  many  aspirants  to  the  people, 
but  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  elect  all,  and  tney 
are  too  weak  to  elect  any  one.  Division  is  among 
them,  and  is  premonitory  of  defeat;  if  they  are  not 
counting  it,  why  do  they  not  rally  and  present  their 
candidatel  If  they  can  make  a  selection,  why  not 
meetat  once  and  barmonizel  But  do  they  not  fear 
a  failure,  and  consequently  a  certain  overthrow, 
by  attempting  a  reconciliation,  and  not  possessing 
the  power  to  accomplish  ill  Is  there  to  be  a  con- 
vention? It  is  said  that  there  may  be  a  fair  con- 
vention of  the  party;  if  so,  when  and  where  is  it  to 
be  held?  The  party  doubtless  have  little  hope  of 
any  united  action,  and,  consequently,  no  jiope  of 
success  in  1844. 

.  Although  he  was  no  prophet,  he  would  predict, 
without  the  hazard  of  having  that  prediction  con- 
demned by  the  reality,  that,  should  the  Democratic 
party  present  but  one  candidate  for  the  next  Presiden- 
cy and  Vice  Presidency,  that  candidate  for  President 
would  be  Daniel  Webster;  and  that  candidate  for 
1  the  Vice  Presidency  would  be  JohnC.  S^ncerl 


"ApP^KDa  to  tttB  CbK6hBSSlOl9AL  Otbfifi. 


fiec  tM$. 


i*JS'i»  Cove*— 3b  Sbss. 


The  Oregon  BUI— Mr.  JUcBoberls. 


Sen&fe. 


aroHud  tbe  "priniriples"  uribat  pany.    The  princi- 
ple of  eratllude  demnods  il.  , 

Mr.  M.  said,  as  il  had  uccurred  to  him  Ihat  ihe 
repeal  of  (he  bsnltrnpi  U«  was  at  ibis  time  before 
litem,  be  would  make  onr  or  ivo  remarks  on  ihst 
■abjeci  before  be  concluded.  He^hoBld  vote  against 
the  repeal,  for  two  reaiiODg.  It  had  beeti  said  that, 
.ID  ihe  couricof  the  operalioDx of  ibe  law, many 
cradiiors  had  bsen  made  bankrupts  by  the  discharge 
of  their  debiois.  This  was  a  proposiiion  thai  Mr. 
11  could  no[  well  andersiaodi  Lbe  noia  or  ubliga- 
lioD  of  an  iusolvent  would  so  no  further  lo  pay  a 
.  debt,  asasets,  tban  that  ofaDankrupi;  and  be  did 
not  aoderstand  how  a  crrdlior  under  the  bankrupt 
law,  geiiinE  «  pan  of  bis  deb>,  was  worse  off  than 
h*  was  under  tbeinsolvent  laws  oftbe  Stales,  where 
tie  got  DOihiiig.  It  might  be,,  however,  thai  a  credi- 
tor had  to  arranged,  through  favor,  relaliooship, 
reward,  or  the  hope  of  it,  nr  by  a  rrauduleoi  agree- 
ment with  the  de^or,  to  gel  his  own  claim  satisfied, 
and  to  cover  up  the  rest  of  his  propeny  for  his  fu- 
(arr  benefil,  and  to  ou^t  tbe  weaker  and  smaller 
creditors  altogelfaei^  and  thai  the  bankrupt  law, 

whereby  this  cred- 
its [be  insolvency 
ereby  had  proved 
may,  however,  let 

'  Ihe  Government 
enefiis,  since  they 


rassmenis;  and  so 
should  iheireSbrts 
rihejusi  and  wi 


roggle  ( 


Bui, 


3thiDg  to  hope  for 
they  By  at  once 
om  all  farther  ef- 

lan  Iban  the  cbeer- 

rac^DUs  creditors, 
to  society,  valti- 
tvailable  lo  those 
re  him  the  biighl 
of  bilter  sorrow 
energies  by  en- 
:l  so  towards  him 
It  the  uplifted  axe 
It  is  the  fear  of  I 
g  mahy  inloprem- 

andlhecontlnued 
lOund  of  flesh,  hu- 
ir  if  it  selects  Ihe 
juragement  which 
ed  the  energies  of 
irh  has  dissipated 
lany  a  debtor,  and 

,  and,  by  well-di- 
lany  debts  which, 
scbarged  by  insol- 
of  iis  bright  hope, 
l^et  fully  indem- 


himselfihe  i_ 
lage.  Tben,i 
■'--  iomany  I 


s  for  s' 


ietyl 


.      _.  ..    On 
a  word,     it  is  said 

eved  no  such  thing, 
ibjecl  to  Ihe  power 
lemofbankrupicy. 
e  law  of  the  land; 
'er;  and  whenever 
IS  In  Tiew  of  Ihat 
If  a  law  had  been 
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:l  had 


nioDonheCi 
inconsiitmioual  in 
Sat  such  contracts 
,11  others  mast  sob- 
:  Tonst  confine  our 
pt  laa"  as  under- 
>riheCanstilution; 
oherbankruplBCt 
■  Ihelerro,  Well, 
to  Ihal  foabtain  of 


leamingl  Why,  nothing  more  Iban  that  England 
had  declared  Ihal  her  subjects,  bein^  unable  to  pay 
Iheir  debts,  might  surrender  iheir  effects  and  be  dis- 
charged; and  she  limited  this  rieht  to  a  favored 
few, wliom  sbecalled  traders.  Now,saidMr,  M., 
what  is  the  principfc?  Why,  [hat  a  surrenderor  as- 
sets eniiiles  lo  a  dischai^.  Tbe  mdiridtutlt  to 
whom  the  privilege  applies  is  a  question  of  eipe- 
diency,  and  not  of  priDclpte.  According  to  ihe 
assumpiion  made,  no  law  coutd  he  a  hankiupl  act, 
unless  the  whole  English  law,  with  its  forms,  pen- 
allies,  righiii,  poDlshmeiUs,  and  machinery,  were 
adopted  by  our  own  legislation.  The  argument 
carries  ils  own  refuialion  along  with  it;  for  no  one 
would  seriously  contend  thai  we  had  do  discretion 
left  as  to  the  forms  we  might  emplcy.  Exercise 
(hat  discretion  for  a  momeni, .and  the  poienns- 
Mimption  is  defeated,  Mr,  M.  said  thai  11  evil  had 
grown  oat  of  the  law,  all  admilled  good  might 
come  of  il  hereatler.  Why,  then,  when  youare 
abool  lo  reap  ils  benefits,  wonid  you  repeal  it1 

SPEECH  OP  Mb.  S.  McROBERTS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
In    Senate,  December  30,  184S.  and  Janunry  9, 

1843. — On   the  title  of  tbe  United  Stales  lo  the 

Territory  of  Oregon,  and  in  favor  of  the  hill  for  il* 

occupation  imd  seltlemenL 

The  hill  "(o  authorize  the  adoption  of  meacuret 
for  the  occupatiun  ■nd  Mltlement  of  the  Tenitory  of 
Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of  die 
laws  over  the  Hute,"  having  been  taken  up,  ■■  in 
Committee  of  (he  Whole,  Ihe  motion  pending  wai 
to  strike  out  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  which  m  in 
thcHi  wotiIk  "Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  BtateE 
to  the  Teirilaty  of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not 
be  abandoned" — 

Mr.  McROBERTS  addresaed  the  Senate  u  fol- 

I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  sgainst  tbe  motion  to 
BCrike  out  the  preamble  to  this  bill.  There  is  no 
great  vitality  in  ■  preamble  to  any  law;  but  the  one 
before  ui  ex  presses  so  clearly  (he  righu  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  that  I  preTerit  should  sUnd 
Bs  il  is.  But  whether  the  preamble  be  retained  in  the 
bill  or  not,  it  is  my  purpose  to-day  to  show  that  our 
title  to  (he  Oregon  Terriloiy  is  certain,  and  to  pre- 
sent (hose  reasons  which  I  hope  may,  to  some  ei- 
tent  a(  least,  induce  our  countrymen  never  (o  aban- 
don it.  Tbe  citizens  of  my  own  Slate  lake  s  deep 
interest  in  this  question;  they  have  memorialized 
Congress  repeatedly,  for  years  past,  touloplefiicient 
means  for  the  settlement  and  occupation  of  the 
Oregon.  The  mmK  spirit  hu  long  animated  the 
entire  population  of  the  Weal.  Nor  is  it  confined 
to  that  great  division  of  the  Republic,  but  other 
States — I  believe  from  all  of  them  on  this  «de  of  the 
Alleghanies.  at  some  time  or  other,  have  petitions 
been  received,  urging  this  measure  upon  the  atten- 
tion and  consideration  of  Congress,  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  the  public  voice  is  concerned — a  voice  which 
is  indispensable  in  all  great  undertakings — ive  shall 
never  be  stronger  than  at  present.  We  have  the 
great  clement  of  national  strength  end  power  apon 
side.     These  things  all  point  to  the  eondunion, 


tbatn. 


istiieti. 


there  are  other  considerations — great  anil 
paramoant  conaiderationa — con neclcd  with,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  a  determined  and  speedy  action  upon 
this  bill.  Have  you  counted  the  cost  necessarily 
attendant  upon  delay!  Have  you  weighed  well  Ihe 
efitict  of  procrsstinatipnl  It  is  with  States,  as  it  is 
with  individuals.— long  continued  ne|;tect  of  your 
own  rights  when  others  are  in  iheir  enjoyment,  sole- 
ly because  of  such  neglect,  may  ultimately  prove 
4tsl  to  those  rights.  We  live  in  a  stirring  age;  the 
wants  of  the  human  taee  increase  with  the  augment- 
ation of  its  numben,  and  such  wants,  when  vacant 
territory  is  concerned,  seldom  ask  many  questions. 
Of  one  thing,  iir,  yon  may  rest  assured:  if  you  re- 
fuse (o  take  (he  nccessai?  steps,  and  allbid  the  ncees 
sary  protection,  to  cause  the  Oregon  to  be  populated 
by  your  citizsns,  other  nationa  will  populate  it  for 
jou.  Already  great  numbers  have  gone  Ihore,  who 
owe  allegiance  to  other  nations.  The;  have  aaked 
no  questions,  and  we  have  interposed  no  obstacle. 
The  unsiirpaBBed  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the 
fertile  soil  of  the  Oregon,  its  contiguity  to  the  ocean. 


and  the  facility  to  commerce  with  other  portions  of 
the  globe,  its  fisheries,  and  furs,  and  its  minenli 
are  temptations  too  inviting  to  be  overlooked,  llust 
are  the  temptations  which  Mature  oSns  to  emigriBli 
to  pa«a  this  bill  is  but  to  follow  her  dictates.  To  paa 
il  now,  will  secure  the  advsntage*  to  your  own  all- 
ien*, which,  if  neglected,  will  fall  Into  odief  bands. 
That  the  quertions  connected  with  tbe  Ongea 
should  have  remained  for  forty  yean  niueUlad.  is.  I 
think,  very  much  to  be  regretted.  The  men  fan 
of  the  delay  has  operated  to  retard  individnal  raa- 
•tion  in  the  settiement  and  improvnnenl  of  the  eowr 
try.  Bui  this  baa  not  been  the  fauh  of  any  Pmi- 
dent  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  the  Govsmmenti  b 
it  has  been  urged  on  Congress  from  that  qasits  ee 
varioos  occasions  aniMn  vsriooa  forms.  Repeated 
efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  the  questions  wilti 
Great  Britain  in  relatiqn  to  the  Oregon  to  an  imi- 
cable  adjustment.  lhDia|h  hitherto  without  snccnL 
No  other  Government  but  that  of  Great  Briuic 
would  have  desired  Oich  delays.  In  1815,  allhi 
treaty  of  Ghent,  an  admirable  opportunity  pnanued 
itaelfto  settle  the  question  of  boundary;  but  it  wo 
notacled  upon,  in  1S18,  our  minister  at  Londen 
was  specialty  instructed  to  press  the  Gnal  ■ettimieii 
of  the  question  of  boundary.  It  was  so  pressed,  bol 
nothing  definite  could  be  obtained.  Our  imiiiitR 
proposed  that  [he  49lh  paruHe!  of  latitude  (whidi 
was  the  then  established  boundary)  west  to  dir 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  should  be  extended  across  ihi 
Rocky  Mountains  to  tbe  Pacific  ocean,  and  ^oald 
be  the  permanent  boundary;  the  noilh  to  beJong  lo 
Great  Britain,  and  the  soath  to  the  United  Stam. 
This  the  British  Government  refused.  Inl8S6.lk 
United  States  pteposed  a  renewal  of  the  iliamsMin 
■s  to  boundary.  Mr,  Gallatin  and  Mr  Ruih.  on: 
ministers,  were  instructed  to  propose  (and  aenxd- 
ingly  made  the  proposition)  that  the  49th  paraDrl 
of  latitude,  which  was  the  boundary  between  d» 
British  poeeeetions  and  the  United  States.  wM 
fromthel.akcof  the  Woods  (o  the  Rocky  Mountaini. 
should  be  the  permanent  boundary,  and  be  ectlendd 
across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Ihe  Pacific  oceai. 
This  proponuon,  and  hy  which  the  then  admint^ 
tration  proposed  to  surrender  all  claim  of  the  Units^ 
Sutes  between  the  49th  and  64lh  parallel  of  lu- 
titude,  was  refused  by  Great  Britain.  Hermmi^ 
ters,  not  content  with  five  degrees  of  latitude  on  Ibi 
Pacific  ocean,  which  had  been  oRered  them,  ynr- 
posed  thai  the  49lh  poralle]  of  latitude  ahouUh 
extended  across  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains  till  it  ints- 
seeled  the  northern  source  of  the  Columbia  rim. 
and  then  proceed  down  the  main  channel  to  theses. 
This,  being  wholly  insdiuiasiblc,  was  rejected;  and 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  (Mr.  GallaliD)  is- 
formed  the  British  Government  that  this  Govon- 
ment  wan  absolved  from  ila  ofler  to  abide  by  Ibt 
4gtb  parvllet  of  latitude,  and  would  tbemfler  inairi 
upon  the  whole  lerritoni'  tu  which  it  had  jmt  clain. 
Great  Britain,  however,  acted  in  the  spirit  of  h« 
accustomed  policy;  and  one  part  of  that  poliey  ii, 
that  when  its  Government  has  in  point  offacttu 
strict  right  in  a  claim  once  set  tip.  to  efii'ct  delay— 
lo  procrastinate — to  put  off  its  adjualmeni;  nil 
knowing  that  weak  pretensions  have  always  be<D 
strengthened  hy  that  policy.  We  must  cut  du 
Gnrdian  knot,  and  take  poBECEaion;  or  Great  Britiii 
will  accomplish  all  she  deslics,  overrun  the  cduOIit 
witii  her  people,  and  then  with  more  plaueilililT 
urge  licr  claim,  upon  Ihe  ground  that  she  is  bound 
to  afibrd  them  protection.  The  convention  whitt 
was  made  in  1618,  and  renewed  in  1837,  »eeiiiii| 
to  her  a  joint  occnpancy  with  us,  haa  bern  nude  In 
her  subservient  to  this  very  resulL  Are  we  to  hsfs 
no  end  to  these  delays!  Why  is  it  that  a  d>ii- 
guiahed  nobleman  of  England,  (Lord  AsJihonim,! 
who  Was  sent  to  this  country  as  a  Epecial  miniini. 
and,  as  was  said,  to  scKle,  if  possible,  all  dii^tn 
between  ibe  two  countries,  should  have  bad  no  ia- 
stnictions  from  the  British  ministry  upon  this  «^ 
jecll  When  the  British  Govenunent  bad  the  n^ 
clearly  on  its  side,  there  is  not  an  ioatance  •■  arail 
where  it  sought  for  delay.  Now,  I  bid  ^bM^ 
wilting  to  allow  ,(hat  it  is  always  proper  to  ftvxd 
deliberately;  to  see  ihat  we  have  the  ri^it  wsai 
side,  when  we  are  obliged  to  go  into  waA  Mlhii 
Bat  what  I   do  contend   for   is,  that  Dor  rifh  u4  i 
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titto  to  the  tenitozy  claimed  by  us  (take  from  lad- 
t«ide42  to  49  degrees  north,  for  example)  ha^e  been 
long  since  so  clearly  aacertained,  that  we  should  not 
have  admitted  any  pretence  for  delay  in  its  recogni- 
tion.  Such  would  have  been  the  course  of  Great 
Britain  herself,  had  she  the  right  and  title  we  pos- 


ipiopese  to  state  briefly  the  grounds  of  our  title, 
to  i6ow  that  it  has  been  kmg  since  rendered  plain 
0nd  indubitable.  I  will  try  and  present  the  subject 
in  Mich  a.  manner  that  those  who  run  may  not  only 
lofedy  hot  comprehend  also.  A  cherished  principle 
Qjpotrwhich  our  people  have  always  acted,  is  first  to 
h&fWlifatey''  and  be  certain  that  they  are  right; 
because,  if  either  individuals  or  nations  must  quarrel, 
it  is  one  of  the  caardinal  laws  of  being,  that — 

*Thricc  ii  he  armed  who  bath  his  qaarrtsl  just." 

Let  us  commence  with  the  title  which  we  derived 
Stom  Spain;  because  it  is  to  be  remembered  that, 
ifrhatever  of  right  Spain  had  to  the  Northwest  coast, 
either  by  discovery,  occupancy,  or  purchase,  has 
been  transfiNrred  to  us  in  the  most  enlarged  and 
floaple  manner. 

1st  From  1532  to  1540,  several  expeditions  were- 
fitted  out  under  Spanish  authority,  and  explored 
California  and  the  coast  to  a  considerable  distance 
north  of  it.  The  commanders  were  Mazuela,  Gri- 
jadva,  Becera,  and  UUoa.  Their  object  was  discovery, 
and  to  find  what  did  not  exist — a  water  communica- 
tion through  to  the  Atlantic. 

In  1540,  Coronado,  by  orders  from  the  viceroy, 
made  an  important  expedition  by  land  in  the  interior 
north,  of  New  Mexico;  and  in  1543,  Bartolome 
T'errelo  discovered'  Cape  Blanco  in  43  degrees  north 
latitude. 

2d.  It  is  established  beyond  all  question,  that  in  a 
▼oyage  of  discovery  under  the  authority  of  Spain,  in 
the  year  1592,  Juan  De  Fuca  discovered  and  travers- 
ed the  straits  which  bear  hb  name.  The  strait$ 
enter  the  land  at  43  degrees  north  latitude,  and  ex- 
teoi  eait  100  miles,  and  thence  northwest  250  miles. 
Into  the  Pacific  again,  in  latitude  51  degrees;  that 
he  remained  twenty  days  in  the  straits,  landed  fre- 
quently, and  traded  with  the  natives.  It  further  ap- 
peaars  that  this  voyage  and  discovery  was  made 
lountn  to  England  l^  letters  from  Michael  Lok,  the 
Cngli^  consul  at  Aleppo,  to  Lord  Treasurer  Cecil, 
and  1^  Wetter  Raleigh.  Spain,  therefore,  first  dis- 
cotend  the  country,  and  traversed  it  as  &r  north  as 
61  degrees  north  latiti^de,  251  years  since,  and  184 
yiden  before  the  celebrated  voyage  of  Captain  Cook. 

3d»  In  1602  and  subsequent  years,  further  and 
more  extensive  surveys  were  made  of  the  coast  by 
Oorvanand  Vizcaino,  under  the  Spanish  Government, 
extending  north  of  its  former  possessions;  and  on 
the  16th  of  January  1603,  Aguiler  discovered  the 
beratiful  river  Uinqua,  which  is  within  our  boundary, 
in  letitode  44  degrees  north. 

4tlu  Complete  and  authentic  evidence  exists  that 
in  Angnsti  1774,  Perez  and  Martinez,  under  Spasiish 
authority,  first  discovered  the  Sound  of  Noo^  be- 
tween latitude  40  and  50  degrees  north.  They 
called  it  San  Lorenzo.  (Humboldt,  p.  331.) 

6th.  That  equally  conclusive  evidence  exists  that 
Heceta»  Ayala,  and  Quadra,  Spanish  ofiicers  and 
navigators,  discovered  the  bay  at  or  near  the  river 
Colombia. 

6th.  That  in  these  two  years  1774  and  1775,  the 
Northwest  coast  was  explored  by  Perez  and  Martt- 
nes«  Spanish  navigators,  as  high  as  the  58th  degree  of 
north  latitude. 

-7th.  That  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  vice- 
T^xd  Mexico,  then  under  the  Government  of  Spain, 
Maxtinez,  with  two  armed  vessels^  took  possession  of 
Nootka  on  the  6th  of  May  1789;  and  it  is  afiirmed 
in  Gseenhow's  compilation,  upon  full  examination, 
tbaty  '^before  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  commander 
Martinez  at  Nootka,  in  May  1789,  no  settlement, 
£aotory,  or  commercial  or  military  establishment 
i^hat9ver,'had  been  founded,  or  even  attempted;  and 
Hajnrisdiction  had  been  exercised  by  the  subjects  or 
autborities  of  any  dviloed  nation  in  any  part  of 
.^Uoenca  bordering  upon  the  Pacific,  between  Port 
^an  Jlxanfiieoo  and  Prince  William's  Souud.''  The 
fiipt.  hw%  in  latitude  37  degrees  north,  and  the 
pe<j»pd  in  latitude  60  degrees. 

Such  are  the  prominent  points  showing  the  righta 


of  Spain  to  the  Northwest  coast,  founded  upon  dis- 
covery and  occupancy.  Now,  the  United  States 
have  become  the  successors  of  Spain,  and  every  right 
she  had,  according  to  the  law  of  nations  belongs  to 
us.  By  the  treaty  of  February  10,1763,  between 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  England  was  con- 
firmed in  her  possession  to  the  French  provinces  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  she  relinquished  all  claim  to 
territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Spain  acquired 
Louisiana  from  France  the  3d  of  November,  1762, 
and  held  it  until  October  1,  1800;  she  then  retro- 
ceded  it  to  France — ^"the  same  in  extent  as  it  now 
is  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  as  it  was  when  France 
formerly  possessed  it,  and  as  it  should  be  according  to 
the  treaties  subsequently  made  between  Spain  and 
other  nations.*'  Such  is  the  language  of  the  treaty. 
On  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  the  First  Consul  of 
France  (Bonaparte)  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United 
Spates,  in  the  language  of  the  deed  itself,  **with  all 
its  rights  and  appurtenances,  as  fully  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  had  been  acquired  from  Spain" 
in  1800. 

Whatever  extent  Louisiana  possessed  under  either 
France  or  Spain,  became  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  The  discov^  by  La  Salle  of  the  river  St. 
Louis  (now  Mississippi)  gave  to  France,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  the  whole  territory  watered 
by  it,  or  its  tributary  streams,  not  previously  occupied 
by  any  other  power.  This  extended  Louisiana  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains  on  the  west,  and  up  the  main 
channel  to  its  source. 

By  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  commonly 
called  the  Florida  treaty,  the  boundary  between  the 
possessions  of  the  United  States  and  Spain  was 
established  at  latitude  42  degrees  north,  extending 
from  the  head-waters  of  the  Arkansas,  west,  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  And  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
declares  that  **his  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  said 
United  States  all  his  rights,  claims,  and  pretensions 
to  any  territories  east  and  noxth  of  the  said  line;  and 
for  himself^  his  heirs  and  successors,  renounces  all 
claim  to  the  said  territories  forever."  This  is  the 
treaty  that  perfects  our  rights;  and  by  this  sweeping 
clause  invests  the  United  States  with  every  right, 
interest,  or  claim,  which  the  Spanish  monarchy 
possessed  upon  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  What  her 
discoveries  were,  extending  through  a  period  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  I  have  already  shown. 

So  much  for  our  title  to  the  Oregon,  derived  by 
treaty,  through  France  and  Spain.    Let  us  now  trace 
our  own  title,  as  franded  upon  discovery  and  occu-* 
pancy  by  citizens  and  soldiers  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States. 

The  valuable  commerce  in  furs  and  skins  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific  induced  enterprising  merw 
chants,  shortly  afier  the  Revolution,  to  engage  in 
that  trade. 

On  the  30th  September,  1787,  Captains  Robert 
Gray  and  John  Kendridt  sailed  from  Boston  in  the 
ships  Washington  and  Columbia,  for  the  Northwest 
coast.  The  Washington  arrived  at  Nootka  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1788,  and  the  Columbia  the 
latter  part  of  that  month;  at  which  place  both  vessels 
spent  the  winter.  The  next  ye^  Captain  Gray 
discovered  the  strait  of  Fuca,  and  passed  up  it  fifty 
miles;  and  from  information  derived  from  the  natives, 
he  had  no  doubt  it  communicated  with  the  Pacific 
north  of  Nootka,  at  a  place  he  had  the  year  before 
called  Pintard's  Sound.  The  furs  collected  by  Gray 
and  Kendrick  they  sold  in  Canton.  Gray  returned 
to  the  United  States,  and  Kendrick  remained  upon 
the  coast*  Gray  shortly  after  again  sailed  for  the 
Northwest  coast,  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  1792,  he 
discovered  a  safe  harbor  in  latitude  47  degrees  north, 
and  which,  in  honor  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
he  called  Bulfinch's  harbor.  On  the  11th  of  May, 
1792,  he  discovered  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
which  he  describes  as  being  a  broad  and  rapid  river, 
the  water  of  which  was  so  perfectly  fresh  that  the 
casks  of  the  ship  were  filled  within  ten  miles  of  the 
Pacific  He  ascended  the  river  twenty  miles;  he 
landed  and  examined  the  country,  and  remained 
there  trading  with  the  great  number  of  natives  that 
crowded  round  his  ship  in  their  canoes,  until  the 
20th  of  the  month,  when  he  sailed  out  into  the  Pacific. 
He  bestowed  the  name  of  his  ship — the  Columbia — 
upon  the  noble  riyer,  and  called  the  promontory  oti 


^e  north  Cape  Hancock,  and  that  on  tUe  iduth 
Cape  Adams.  : 

Such  is  the  account  given  by  CaptAi  Gray  hfm- 
self  of  his  discovery  of  the  Columbia.  Tnie  material 
facts  are  recorded  at  length  in  the  log-book  of  his  ship, 
a  copy  of  wfiich  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  jg^rlcs 
Bulfineh  under  oath. 

The  discovery  of  thi^  great  river  of  the  West  con- 
stitutes an  important  era  in  the  history  ^of  the  coun- 
try. It  opened  a  new  channel  p^tommunication 
from  the  ocean  to  the  Rocky  Mountuns,  and  extend- 
ed, by  means  of  its  tributaries,  to  almost  every  part 
of  one  of  the  most  fertile  ^^egions  upon  the  globe. 
It  contributed  to  secure  to  the  country,  under  Avho^e 
flag  the  discovery  was  made,  a  title  to  the  river,  iaiid 
the  magnificent  territory  which  is  watered  by^rt. 

Since  the  Oregon  Territory  has  begun  to  be  un- 
derstood and  to  be  justly  appreciated,  Uie  British 
Government,  through  its  mtnisteni,  have  Indulged 
in  doubts — nay,  in  denial — as  to  Mr.  Gray's  prior  dis- 
covery of  the  Columbia.  Iri  order  that  there  shall 
be  no  misunderstanding,  I  will  give  the  words  of  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  in  their  communication  in 
1826,  to  Mr.  GaUati||}-our  minister. 

They  say  that  <'6hreat  Britaiircan  show  that,  in 
1788,  (that  id,  four  yean  before  Gray  entered  the 
mottth  of  the  Columbia  river,)  Mr.  Meai%  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  royal  navy,  who  had  been  sent  by  die 
East  India  Company  on  a  trading  expedition  to  the 
Northwest  coast  of  America,  had  already  minutely 
explored  that  coast  from  the  49^  to  &e  46th  de- 
gree of  north  latitude;  had  taken  formal  possession 
of  the  straits  of  Be  Fuca  in  the  name  of  his  sover- 
eign; had  purchased  land,  trafilcked,  and  /formed 
treaties  with  the  natives;  and  had  tK^tnally  enter^ 
the  bay  of  the  Columbia,  to  the  northern  headland, 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Disappointment. 
Dixon,  Soott,  Duncan,  Straqge,  and  other  private 
British  traders,  had  also  visited  these  shores  and 
countries  several  years  before  Gray;  but  the  single 
example  of  Mears  sufiices  to  quash  Gray's  claim  to 
prior  discovery.  To  the  other  navigators  above 
mentioned,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  more 
particularly." 

Let  us  proceed  to  examine  the  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government,  as  set  forth  in  the  e^raordina- 
ry  passage  here  quoted.  That  Mr*  Mears  should 
have  minutely  explored  that  caaet — ^^minutely  ex- 
plored" are  the  words — and  yei-^iot  have  discovi^d 
a  river  which  is  seven  miles  wide  at  the  month, 
would  seem  to  be  too  great  a  tax  upon  the  ereduUty 
of  any  one.  That  he  should  have  entered  the  bay 
south  of  Cape  Disappointment  in  1788,  end  thereby 
furnished  his  Government  any  claim  to  the  Colum- 
bia, would  be  equally  incrediw,  when  it  is  positive- 
ly proved  that  Heceta,  a  Spaniish  navigator,  entered 
the  same  opening  in  1775,  and  actually  named  the 
same  Enirada  de  HecetOy  and  which  is  so  represent- 
ed on  the  Spanish  m^.  That  Mr.  Mears  should 
have  taken  formal  possession  of  the  Strait  of  De 
Fuca,  and  that  such  act  should  be  relied  upon  as 
conferring  any  right,  is  equally  wonderful— especial- 
ly when  it  is  remembered  that  the  said  straits  had 
been  discovered  and  navigated  from  one  end  to  the 
other  under  Spanbh  authority,  and  therefore  right- 
fully belonged  to  Spain  for  a  period,  at  that  time,  of 
one  huujdred  and  ninety-six  years.  Captain  Berke- 
ley, under  Austrian  colors,  entered  the  Strait  of  De 
Fuca  in  the  summer  of  1787,  one  year  before  Mears 
was  there.  Why  did  not  he  claim  it?  Berkeley, 
finding  it  in  the  latitude,  and  answering  the  descrip- 
tion which  De  Fuca  had  given  of  it,  and  which  ap- 
peared upon  all  the  old  maps,  immediately  bestowed 
upon  it  the  name  of  its  discoverer,  and  called  it  the 
Strait  of  Juan  De  Fuca.  Captain  Gray,  of  the 
United  States,  landed  at  Nootka,  (which  is  on  tha 
island  formed  by  this  strait,)  the  17th  of  September^ 
1788;  Captain  Kendrick  joined  him  during  the  same 
month;  they  built  houses,  traded  vrith  the  natives, 
and  spent  the  winter  there,  Gn(y  sailed  up  this 
same  strait  fifty  miles.  The  reason  that  Berkeley 
and  Gray  made  no  claim  to  the  discovery  of  the 
Strait  of  Fuca  is,  because  they  knew  what  the  whole 
maritime  world  knew — that  the  merit  belonged  to 
another;  and  that  the  strait  would  forever  bear  the 
name  of  its  rightful  discoverer. 

Wha|  discoveries  were  ma4e  by  Pixon,  Scb^^ 
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Dunoaif  Strange,  tnd  other  Britifh  traders,  ift  an 
hot  told;  and  for  a  Tery  good  t^^eon.  Indeed,  they 
•earn  to  be  named  only  to  fill  up  the  back  gi^und  of 
the  picture,  ae  the  lentence  concludes  by  saying  that 
the  single  example  of  Mears  suffices  to  quash — ^yes, 
^uath  is  the  word — Gray's  claim  to  the  prior  dis- 
corery  of  the  Columbia  river. 

Now,  itrso  happens  that  I  have  beforeme  a  piece 
of  evidence  upon  this  subject,  that  cannot  fidl  to  be 
interesting  to  the  Senate  and  Uie  country.  It  is  tes- 
tim<«y  written  at  the  time,  with  all  the  frankness 
of  a  gallant  sailor — and  that  sailor,  too,  an  officer  of 
Great  Britain.  I  read  it  here,  to  show  how  the  as- 
sumed facts  and  conjured  up  arguments  of  a  British 
minister  to  sustain  a  bad  cause,  and  made  out  forty 
years  after  the  date  of  the  transaction,  are  anni- 
hilated by  the  naked  statement  of  a  sailor,  and  he 
ttieir  own  officer. 

I  read  fW>m  the  second  volume  of  the  voyage  of 
diseoteiy  of  Captain  George  Vancouver  to  the  north 
FacUic  ocean  in  l79l-'92-'93-'94. 

Vancouver  was  in  latitude  Alo  37',  and  says  at 
page  41: 

'^At  four  o'clock  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  west- 
ward, standing  in  shore.  This  was  a  very  great 
novelty,  not  having  seen  any  vessel  but  our  own  con- 
sort during  the  last  eight  months.  She  soon  hoisted 
American  colors,  and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward.  At  six 
we  spoke  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  ship  Colombia, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Robert  Gray,  belonging  to  Bos- 
ton. Having  little  doubt  of  his  being  Uie  same 
person  who  had  formerly  commanded  the  sloop 
Washington,  I  desired  he  would  bring  to,  and  sent 
Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Menzies  on  boaird  to  acquire 
such  information  as  might  be  serviceable  in  our  fu- 
ture eperations. 

««0n  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  con- 
jectures had  not  been  ill-gnrounded;  that  this  was  the 
same  gentleman  who  had  commanded  the  sloop 
Washington  at  the  time  we  were  informed.  She  had 
made  a  very  singular  voyage  behind  Nootka.  It  was 
'  not  a  little  remarkable,  that,  on  our  approach  to  this 
inland  sea,  (Strait  of  De  Fuca,)  we  should  fall  in 
with  the  identical  person  who,  it  had  been  stated, 
liad  sailed  through  it.  His  relation  differed,  however, 
very  materially  ftom  that  published  in  England. 
He  assured  the  officera  that  he  had  penetrated  only 
fifty  miles  into  the  strait  in  question. 

<*He  (Captain  Gray)  likewise  informed  them  of 
htt  having  been  oft  the  mouth  of  a  river,  in  latitude 
46^  lO',  where  the  outset  or  reflux  was  so  strong 
as  to  prevent  his  entering  for  nine  days." 

Page  58:  "The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned  should, 
^m  the  latitude  he  assigned  to  it,  have  existence  in 
the  bay  south  of  Cape  Disappointment.  This  we 
passed  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th;  and,  as  I  then 
observed,  if  any  inlet  or  river  should  be  found,  it 
must  be  a  very  intricate  one,  and  inaccessible  to 
Vessels  of  oar  burden.  Mr.  Grey  said  he  had  been 
several  days  attempting  to  enter  it  I  was  thorough- 
ly convinced,  as  were  also  most  persons  of  observa- 
tion on  board,  that  we  could  not  possibly  have  passed 
any  safe  navigable  opening,  harbor,  or  place  of 
eecurity  for  shipping,  on  this  coast,  from  Cape  Men- 
docino to  the  promontory  of  Classat:'* — that  is, 
from  40^  to  47^  W  north  latitude,  and  extending  a 
great  distance  both  north  and  south  of  the  Columbia. 

In  the  month  of  October  following,  when  the  wor- 
thy Captain  Vancouver  returned  to  Nootka,  and  saw 
Mr.  Quadra,  the  Spanish  commaifder,  he  changed  his 
opinion  upon  the  point  that  there  was  no  such 
river  as  the  Columbia,  or  no  harbor  on  the  coast 
for  shipping.  The  13th  of  October,  at  page  388 
vol.  3d,  he  uses  this  language: 

"The  present  re-established  serenity  (of  weather) 
encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  be  enabled,  in  our 
route  to  the  southward,  to  re-examine  the  coast,  and 
particalarly  a  river  and  a  harbor  discovered  by  Mr. 
Gray,  in  the  ship  Columbia,  between  the  46th  and 
47th  degrees  pf  latitude,  of  which  Seffor  Quadra 
had  &vored  me  with  a  dcetch.  For  this  purpose 
our  course  was  directed  along  shore  to  the  eastward, 
which  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  examining 
die  Spanish  survey  between  Nootka  and  De  Fuca's 
straits." 

This^Iast  passage  contains  three  highly  important 
ionsc 


1st  That  Mr.  Gray  had  discovered  the  river 
Columbia. 

2d.  That  he  had  discovered  a  harbor  (meaning 
Gray's  harbor)  north  of  the  river;  and  that  both  these 
discoveries  had  been  made  upon  a  coast  where  he 
(Vancouver)  had  declared,  in  April  before,  that  no 
river,  no  harbor,  or  opening,  existed. 

3d.  That  the  Spaniards  had  previously  made  a 
survey  of  the  coast  from  Nootka  Sound  to  De  Fu- 
ca*s  straits. 

Accordingly,  on  the  16th  of  October,  at  page  393, 
we  h^e  the  following  order  of  Captain  Vancouver: 

**I  directed  Mr.  Whidley,  taking  one  of  the  Dis- 
covery's boats,  should  proceed  in  the  Dedalus  to 
examine  Gray's  harbor,  said  to  be  situated  in  lati- 
tude 46^  53^;  whilst  the  Chatham  and  Discovery 
explored  the  river  Mr.  Gray  had  discovered  in  the 
latitude  46°  IC" 

Page  395:  "In  the  afternoon,  when  having  nearly 
reached  Cape  Disappointment,  which  forms  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  Columbia  river,  (so  named  by 
Mr.  Gray,)  I  directed  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it" 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McR*,)  was  ever  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  fact  more  conclusive  than  that  here 
exhibited — that  Captain  Gray  was  the  first  discoverer 
of  the  great  river  of  the  Westi  This  old  volume 
which  I  have  found  in  the  library  contains  the  regular 
journal  of  daily  entries,  made  by  Captain  Vancouver 
from  April  to  October,  1792.  The  information  fur- 
nished to  him  by  Captain  Ghtty,  of  the  strait  of 
Fuca,  of  Gray's  harbor,  and  of  the  Columbia  river, 
is  repeatedly  mentioned.  Captain  Vancouver  ob- 
jected, in  April,  that  there  was  any  such  river  or 
bay.  When  he  returned  in  October,  and  learned  the 
particulan  from  Quadra,  and  received  from  him  a 
diagram  of  both,  he  directs  the  bay  to  be  examined 
by  Whidley,  and  orden  the  other  vessel  to  lead 
into  the  Columbia.  He  examines  them,  and  admits 
that  Gray  was  the  discoverer.  In  the  fdice  oi  proof 
like  this,  is  it  not  amazing  that  the  British  ministera 
in  1826  should  declare  to  Mr.  Gallatin  that  the  dis- 
coveries of  Mean  suffice  to  "quash"  Grey's  claim 
to  prior  discovery? 

The  connected  testimony  of  their  own  witness, 
entered  in  his  daily  journal,  and  detailed  in  all  the 
simplicity  of  truth,  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  qutuh 
a  thousand  such  claims  as  those  of  Mean.  It  does 
not  only  destroy  all  pretensions  on  the  part  of  Mears, 
but  it  annihilates  the  arguments  of  the  ministry  in 
sustaining  it.  As  long  as  that  noble  stream  shall 
bear  the  rich  commerce  that  is  destined  to  float  upon 
its  bosom  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,  so  long 
will  this  evidence  hold  up  to  the  living  world  the' 
name  and  character  of  its  undoubted  discoverer. 

There  is  another  branch  of  this  subject  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  which  completes  the  view  of  our  title 
to  the  country  by  discovery.  Mr.  Jefferson  nom- 
insited  on  the  11th  January,  1803,  Messrs.  Livings- 
ton and  Monroe  to  the  Senate  as  ministera  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  On  the  18th  of 
that  month,  he  recommended  an  appropriation  for 
an  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  30th  of 
April,  1803,  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  sif^ned;  and 
on  the  14th  of  May,  1804,  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke  entered  the  Missouri  river  on  their  western 
expedition.  Of  the  importance  of  that  expedition — 
of  the  privations  and  hardships  which  were  en- 
dured in  its  performance — of  the  unrivalled  intre» 
pidity,  courage,  and  talent,  displayed  by  its  com- 
mandere  and  the  whole  party,  it  is  not  now  my  pur- 
pose to  speak.  These  things  are  known,  and  fill  up 
one  of  the  most  inteicsting  and  thrilling  pages  in 
our  history.  The  expedition  traversed  the  Missouri 
to  itff  sources  among  the  Stony  Mountains,  crossed 
them  in  latitude  47  degrees  north,  found  the  head 
waters  of  the  Colombia,  constructed  cauoes,  and 
passed  down  the  river;  and  on  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1805,  landed  at  Cape  Hancock,  upon  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Lewis  and  Clarke  and  their  party  passed  the 
winter  at  an  encampment  erected  by  them  south  of 
the  Columbia,  near  its  mouth.  They  traded,  hunted, 
and  fished  with  the  Indians,  and  on  the  Idth  of 
March,  1806,  started  for  the  United  States.  They 
followed  the  Columbia  in,  their  canoes  to  its  falls, 
and  thence  travelled  by  land  to  the  mountains. 
One  party,  under  Ciq>tain  Lewis,  crossed  the  moun- 
tains directly  east  to  the  falls  of  the  Missouri;  while 


die  other  party,  under  Captain  Clarke,  crosied  soodi, 
to  the  sources  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  paved  dowa 
it  to  its  mouth,  where  the  parties  were  re-unitsd, 
and  on  the  33d  of  September,  1806,  arrived  at  8t 
Louis.  This  was  the  first  instance  in  which  tht 
Oregon  Territory  and  ^e  ColumHa  river,  from  ib 
source  to  its  mouth,  had  ever  been  travensdfcy 
civilized  man.  The  whole  country  on  the  rooli, 
for  more  than  three  thousand' miles,  was  svbliiBS 
wilderness.  Lewis  and  Clarke  were  not  men  sbMt 
whom  posterity  can  err.  They  are  of  &e  uunlia 
of  those  whose  acts  stand  in  high  relief  befete^ 
world,  and  whose  courage,  self<»Hiniaiid,  and  in- 
domitable perseverance  awakened  new  inapolnBiB 
the  age  in  which  God  had  placed  them  upon  earth. 

The  trip  was  undertaken  by  the  Government  far 
the  avowed  purpose  of  discovery;  it  was  intends^ 
to  accomplish  an  exploration  of  the  Oregon  Teni- 
tory  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocesn. 
It  was  intended  to  found  a  claim  to  that  tenitoiy  ia 
virtue  of  such  discovery,  and  in  furtherance  of  onr 
existing  rights  from  the  discovery  of  the  moa^  of 
the  Columbia  by  Captain  Gray.  The  notorie^  of 
the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Chirke,  and  the  pi^ 
lication  of  their  journal,  were  notice  to  the  worU  of 
our  purposes,  and  of  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

Our  enterprising  citizens  have  traversed  poilioos 
of  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Rodsy  Moun- 
tains often  since,  and  as  far  south  as  the  Mexieu 
settlements.  Emanuel  Lisa,  Hunt,  Henry,  and 
othen  of  Missouri,  could  be  named;  and  Geoenl 
Thomas  James,  of  my  own  State.  These  noUt 
men,  though  engaged  in  individual  pursoits,  ex- 
plored  our  remote  possessions,  and  frouk  their  in- 
trepidity and  talents  made  the  name  and  diaracter 
of  their  country  respected  in  the  remotest  r^:ioiii 
of  the  West.  Their  names  are  known  among  ti 
the  tribes,  and  by  their  exertions  and  sacrifices  the 
rights  of  our  country  are  engraved  upon  the  moun- 
tains. 

In  frirtherance  of  the  rights  of  the  United  Stctei 
to  Oregon,  founded  upon  prior  dis<!overy,  there  wis 
an  occupancy  of  the  count^  under  our  fla^  of  grett 
notoriety,  and  a  subsequent  act  of  the  Briti^  Gov- 
ernment recognising  our  rights  founded  upon  thst 
occupancy.  I  refer  to  the  establishment  of  Astoda, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  In  1810  ths 
party  left  the  United  States,  with  the  neoessaij  msts- 
rial  and  men;  part  sailed  from  New  York,  ioA  pan 
crossed  the  country  by  land,  and  all  met  at  the  month 
of  the  Columbia  in  the  spring  of  1811.  Astorii 
was  established,  houses  and  other  buildinga  erected, 
gardens  enclosed  and  cultivated,  a  vess^  huih  and 
launched,  and  trading-posts  located  in  the  interior  is 
high  as  the  mouth  of  the  Okanagan,  which  is  (bur 
hundred  miles  up  the  Columbia.  The  par^  engaged 
in  hunting  and  trapping,  and  carried  on  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  trade  with  the  natives.  Tluir  ion 
and  skins  they  shipped  to  Canton.  The  proceeds 
were  sent  to  the  United  States  in  silksy  teas^  and 
other  products  of  the  East  India  markets. 

The  establishment  at  Astoria — ^though  it  encoun- 
tered some  reverses,  and  especially  in  the  murder  bj 
the  Indians  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  Tonquin  (ia 
which  bloody  affair,  one  of  the  crew,  raUier  than  sefe 
himself  to  be  murdered  by  their  handa,  blew  up  the 
vessel,  after  the  enemy  had  overpowered  them,) — tut 
establishment,  I  say,  notwithstandingits  re  verses,  bade 
fair  to  be  highly  prosperous.  It  had  the  entire  con- 
mand  of  the  fiir  trade  throng  the  whole  extent  of 
the  valley  of  the  Columbia.  It  was  the  first  perma- 
nent establishment  ever  made  there.  Arrangeoeots 
at  St  Petereburg  had  been  made  by  it,  for  the  exclu- 
sive trade  with  the  Russian  settlements  in  the  north 
Pacific  There  was  not  one  British  subject  in  the 
territory.  The  news  of  the  war  of  1813  was  rairied 
from  Canada,  by  one  of  the  Northwest  Company,  ii 
1813,  and  communicated  to  the  inhaHtants  (^Asto- 
ria. He  was  also  the  bearer  of  intelligence  thstt 
naval  force  was  on  its  way  from  Bnghmd  to  tske 
possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columtna.  The  mat 
nteliigence  was  received  from  other  qnarten.  A 
fraudulent  sale  was  then  made  of  the  tm  andote 
property,  to  a  party  of  the  British  Nordiweat  Com- 
pany; and  shortly  after  an  English  ship  of  war  cfrtered 
the  Columbia  rirer,  and  took  poeseari<m  of  ifae  fbrt 
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tnd  baildingB  at  Astoria,  changed  tbe  name,  to  Fort 
George,  and  hcMsted  the  British  flag. 

Thia  was  an  act  of  public  war.  The  place  fell  by 
belligefent  capture.  The  property  belonged  to  citi- 
xenf  of  the  United  States,  and  was  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag.  England  acquired  no  otherright 
than  that  which  grew  out  of  the  laws  of  war.  I  have 
detailed  the  material  facts  of  the  transaction,  in  order 
to  show  that  England  herself  did  not  regard  that 
cq»toie  as  of  anj  possession  or  territory  of  hers. 
Immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  United 
States  demanded  the  restoration  of  Astoria,  in  pur- 
Dianee  of  the  stipulations  in  the  first  article,  which 
provided  that  all  territory,  places,  and  possessions, 
eaptorad  by  one  party  from  the  other  during  the 
war,  should  be  restored. 

Accordingly,  after  writing  two  letters  denying  our 
right  to  be  restored  to  possession;  and  after  an  at- 
tempt to  have  the  question  referred  to  an  tlmpire, 
which  oat  Government  refused;  and  after  an  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States  had  actually  sailed  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
occupying  Astoria,  and  finding  that  nothing  would 
do  but  the  restoration  of  the  fort  and  property,  the 
British  Government  surrendered  it. 

The  act  of  delivery  is  worth  reading,  to  show 
the  good  taste  in  which  that  Government  can  do 
things,  and  also  to  show  the  unqualified  terms  in 
whtdi  the  restoration  was  made.  It  is  in  these 
words: 

"In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  signified  in  a  despatch  from 
the  right  honorable  the  Earl  Bathurst,  addressed  to 
thepartnevs  or  agents  of  the  Northwest  Company, 
bearmg  date  the  87th  January,  1818,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  a  subsequent  order,  dated  the  26th  of  July, 
from  W.  H.  Shemff,  Esq.,  captam  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Andromache,  we,  the  undersigned,  do,  in  con- 
formity to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
restore  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
through  Its  agent,  J.  6.  Provost,  Esq.,  the  settlement 
of  Fort  George  on  the  Columbia  river.  Given  under 
our  hands,  in  triplicate,  at  Fort  George,  (Columbia 
river.)  this  6th  day  of  October,  1818. 

F.  HICKEY, 
Captain  of  H.  M.  Ship  Blottom, 

J.  KEITH, 
Of  the  J^orth-west  Company** 

We  vreie,  therefore,  restored  to  the  possession  of 
Astoria  in  the  most  ample  manner;  and  the  United 
States  have  been  in  the  legal  possession  ever  since. 

In  1818  Lord  Castlereagh  admitted  the  full  right 
of  the  Americans  to  be  reinstated,  and  to  be  the 
party  in  possession  while  treating  of  title.  By  the 
conyentional  law  of  Europe,  the  consummation  of 
the  inchoate  title  gained  by  discovery  is  the  forma- 
ti<m  of  settlements  in  the  country  discovered.  This 
is  a  safe  and  well-settled  rule;  and  we  can  justly  say, 
that  both  by  right  of  discovery,  and  by  continued  acts 
of  ownership,  as  well  as  by  the  title  derived  through 
France  and  Spain,  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
settled  law  of  nations,  has  a  clear  and  undoubted 
right  and  title  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

There  is  another  branch  of  this  subject  to  be  con- 
sidered. It  is  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claim  which 
England  has  made  to  that  territory.  I  propose  to 
state  the  nature  of  this  claim,  that  it  may  be  seen  in 
connexion  vrith  the  view  I  have  presented  of  our 
own.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  an 
examination  of  its  merits  cannot  be  uninteresting  to 
the  country.  England  places  her  claim  upon  the 
right  ot  discovery,  and  upon  a  treaty  with  Spain 
dated  in  1790.  The  first  English  navigator  that  is 
mentioned  as  conferring  any  claim  is  Sir  Francis 
Drake.  He  sailed  fi'om  Plymouth  in  1577,  and 
arrived  in  the  Pacific  the  next  year.  England  and 
Spain  were  at  peace;  but  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at 
Che  Spanish  towns  of  Gautulco,  Acaptilco,  and  others 
in  Mexico,  he  commenced  a  system  of  jobbery  upon 
their  towns  and  ships,  thotwas  altogether  new  to  the 
Spainards.  We  do  not  know  what  his  instructions 
were;  but  ene  thing  is  certain-^that  he  meant  to  let 
Che  Spaniards  know  that  there  was  such  a  man  as 
6ir  Francis  Drake.  He  certainly  created  quite  a 
sensation,  for  the  historian  says  that  the  bare  men- 
lion  of  his  name  would  horrify  the  people  for  a  centu- 
Tj  atewaids.    After  he  had  thus  amused  himself 


he  sailed  up  the  coast  to  43  degrees  liorth;  and  then 
returned  to  the  coast  at  38  degrees,  repaired  his  ship, 
called  the  country  New  Albion,  accepted  the  crown 
from  the  natives  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  arrived  in  England  4n  1580.  The 
whole  of  the  coast  seen  by  Drake,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  evidence,  had  been  explored  under 
the  authority  of  Spain  thirty-six  years  before,  and 
several.times  within  that  period. 

Sir  Thomas  Cavendish  next  attempted  the  circum- 
navigation of  the  globe,  in  the  list  of  English  adven- 
turers. He  does  not  appear  to  have  seen  as  much 
of  the  coast  as  Drake  had  before  him. 

The  next  name  that  appears  in  the  list  of  English 
discoverers,,  is  one  that  has  been  made  immortal  by 
his  public  services,  and  by  the  justice  and  excellence 
of  his  character.  I  mean  the  celebrated  Captain 
Cook.  England  w&s  anxious  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  or  was  not  a  northern  passage  by  water 
connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  She 
despatched  ships  forth  at  purpose,  at  the  same  time, 
to  the  north  Pacific,  and  to  Baffin's  Bay.  Captain 
Cook  was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Pacific. 

He  was  instructed  to  fall  in  #ith  the  Northwest 
coast  at  latitude  45,  to  recruit  his  wood  and  water, 
and  then  to  sail  to  latitude  65  degrees  north,  and 
there  to  begin  his  examination  for  <'a  water  passage 
pointing  towards  Hudson  or  Baflin's  Bay.''    If  he 
became  convinced  that  no  such  communication  ex- 
isted, he  was  to  explore  the  seas  north  as  far  as  he 
could.     He  was  to  take  possession  of  such  countries 
as  he  might  discover,  that  had  not  already  been  dis- 
covered or  visited  by  other  European  powers.     He 
was  not  to  touch  upon   any  part  of  the  Spanish  do- 
minions, unless  driven  there  by  accident.    He  was 
to  give  no   offence  to  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  or  of  Russia,  but  to  treat  them  with  friend- 
ship.    Such  is  the  substance  of  Cook's  instructions. 
They  clearly  point  out  the  objects  of  his  voyage,  and 
the  views  of  the  British  Government    Cook  sailed 
firom  England  and  reached  the  Northwest  coast  in 
1778.     He  saw  Cape  Blanco  in  latitude  43,   and 
Cape  Flattery  in  latitude  48.     But  he  did  not  see 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  nor  the  strait  of  Fuca. 
The  29th  of  March,  1778,  he  anchored  in  Nootka 
Sound.     He  remained  there  four  weeks,  repairing 
his  Tcssels,  and  trading  with  the  Lidians.    He  found 
they  hod  weapons  of  iron,  and  ornaments  of  brass. 
One  chief  had  two  silver  spoons  of  Spanish  manu- 
facture.   He  saw  Mount  San  Jacinto,  which  had 
been  named  four  years  before  by  Bodega,  and  Mount 
St.  Elias,  described  in  Bherin^s  voyage.     He  con- 
tinued his  examinations  north,  passed  into  the  Arc- 
tic ocean,  to  the  western  extremity  of  America,  and 
crossed  over  to  Asia,  naming  the  strdt  after  Bhering, 
in  honor  of  its  first  discoverer.    He  traced  the  coast 
of  America  to  latitude  70  d^rees  30  minutes  north, 
when  he  had  to  return  in  consequence  of  the  ice. 
tie  found  no  passage  to  the  Atlantic,  because  none 
existed.    The  remainder  of  his  history  is  known  to 
the  world.     He  visited  the  Russian  settlement  at 
Unalashka  on  his  way  to  the  south,  and  arrived  at 
Owyhee,  where,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1779,  this 
gallant  and  generous  man  was  murdered  by  savages. 

The  examinations  and  surveys  of  Cook  in  the 
north  Pacific  are  of  imperishable  value.  They 
opened  to  the  world  a  new  theatre  for  enterprise. 
But  his  instructions  and  the  settled  laws  of  nations 
prevented  him  from  acquiring  any  rights  by  discov- 
ery to  the  Oregon  Territory.  His  operations  were 
directed  to  regions  far  north,  and  his  discovery  of 
the  Capes  Blanco  and  Flattery,  and  landing  at  Noot- 
ka, gave  no  right  to  England;  for  all  these  points  had 
been  previously  seen  and  explored  by  Spanish  navi- 
gators. Nootka  Sound  had  been  occupied  by  Perex 
in  1774,  which  was  four  years  before  Cook  arrived. 
The  subsequent  navigators,  Mears,  Vancouver,  and 
others,  were  nothing  but  trespassers  upon  the  dis- 
coveries of  Spain  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  next  ground  of  title  assumed  by  Great  Brit- 
ain is  founded  upon  a  treaty  with  Spain.  It  is, 
therefore,  necessary  that  we  look  into  the  provisions 
.  of  that  treaty.  In  1886,  upon  the  renewal  of  the 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  Oregon  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  Mr.  Huskisson  and 
Mr.  Addington,  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  in  a 


communication  to  Mr.  GaTlatin,  state  their  claim 
growing  out  of  the  Spanish  treaty  in  these  words: 

**  Great  Biitain  claims  no  exclusive  sovereign^ 
over  any  portion  of  the  territory  on  the  Pacific,  be- 
tween the  42d  and  49th  paraller  of  latitude;  her 
present  claim — not  in  respect  to  any  part,  but  to  the 
whole— »is  limited  to  a  right  of  joint  occupancy  in 
common  with  other  States,  leaving  the  right  of  ex- 
clusive dominion  in  abeyance;  and  her  pretensions 
tend  to  the  mere  maintenance  of  her  own  rights,  in 
resistance  to  the  exclusive  character  of  the  preten- 
sions of  the  United  States. 

"The  rights  of  Great  Britain  are  recorded  and 
defined  in  the  conven^on  of  1790,  (with  Spain;) 
they  embrace  the  right  to  navigate  Uie  waters  of 
those  countries,  to  settle  in  and  over  any  part  of 
them,  and  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  and  occupi- 
ers of  the  same.  It  is  admitted  that  the  United 
States  possess  the  same  rights;  but,  beyond  thoee 
rights,  they  possess  none." 

Here,  then,  we  have  not  only  the  rights  of  GreM 
Britain  defined,  but  we  are  modestly  told  what  are 
our  rights.  Her  claim,  it  is  said,  is  limited  to  a  right 
of  joint  occupancy  in  common  with  other  State*. 
What  other  States?  In  1826,  did  any  other  Gov- 
ernment but  ours  (except  the  claim  she  was  put- 
ting forth)  lay  claim  to  it?  Spain,  France,  and 
Russia,  had  all  renounced  to  us,  and  the  boundaries 
were  established.  And  is  England  to  decide  that 
the  only  right  to  Oregon,  in  fiivor  of  any  Govern- 
ment, is  a  mere  possessory  one;  and  that  it  is  a  com- 
mon right  equdly  belonging  to  other  States?  If 
so,  it  would  seem  that  our  treaties  with  France,  Spain, 
and  Russia,  are  to  be  abrogated;  that  our  right  to 
Oregon  must  be  abandoned;  and  that  henceforth 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  country  subject  to  the  claim 
of  any  "other  States"  of  the  world.  The  avowal 
of  doctrines  so  monstrous,  and  so  wholly  at  war  with 
the  settled  law  of  nations,  only  proves  the  utter 
groundlessness  of  her  claim. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  her  ministers  declared 
that  *the  rights  of  Great  Britain  are  recorded  and 
defined  in  the  convention  of  1790"  with  Spain. 
And  then  let  us  proceed  to  examine  what  are  the 
rights,  the  breadth  and  length  of  which  are  record- 
ed In  that  convention.  Here  is  the  fifth  article,  the 
one  upon  which  these  supposed  English  rights  are 
founded : 

"Art.  5.  As  well  in  the  places  which  are  to  be 
restored  to  the  British  subjects  by  virtue  of  the  fint 
article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  northwestern 
coast  of  North  America,  or  of  the  islands  adjacent, 
situate  to  the  north  of  the  coast  already  occupied 
by  Spain,  wherever  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  two 
powers  shall  have  made  S3ttlements  since  the  month 
of  April,  1789,  or  shall  hereafter  make  any,  the  sub- 
jects of  the  other  shall  have  free  access,  and  shall 
carry  on  their  trade  without  any  disturbance  or  moles- 
tation." , 

Now,  in  what  placetf  or  upon  what  "parts"  of 
the  northwestern  coast  of  North  America,  did  this 
article  operate?  Is  it  upon  the  whole  Northwest 
coast,  or  only  upon  a  part  of  it?  The  plain  language  of 
the  article  furnishes  the  answer.  It  is  upon  the 
"parts  of  the  northwestern  coast,  or  of  the  islands 
adjacent,  situate  to  the  north  of  the  coast  already 
occupied  by  Spain,  -wherever  the  subjects  of  either 
of  the  two  poxoers  shall  have  made  settlements 
since  the  month  of  April,  1789."  And  what  parts  of 
the  northwest  coast  of  North  America  did  the  subjects 
of  either  Spain  or  England  then  occupy  by  settle- 
ments made  afier  the  month  of  April,  1789?  It  is 
proved  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  only  place  upon 
which  either  Spanish  or  British  subjects  made  set^ 
tlements  between  the  month  of  April,  1789,  and  the 
28th  of  October,  1 790,  the  date  of  the  convention, 
was  at  Nootka  Sound.  The  testimony  furnished  by 
England  and  Spain,  and  the  letters  of  Captain  Gray 
and  Joseph  In  graham,  all  concur  in  proving  this« 
Nootka  was  head-quarters.  The  ships,  after  ob- 
taining their  supply  of  furs,  sailed  from  there  direct- 
ly to  Canton.  The  language  of  the  convention 
could  not  refer  to  the  ancient  southern  settlements 
at  California  or  San  Francisco.  The  dispute  had 
grown  out  of  disturbances  at  Nootka,  upon  the  North- 
west coast.  Spain  occupied  Nootka;  so  had  Eng- 
land; the  convention  looked   to  that  occupation, 
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The  joint  occupancy  was  not  to  be  to  the  south, 
but  exclusively  north  of  the  parts  so  occupied. 
And  Nootka  is  in  latitude  49^  W,  which  is  two 
hundred  and  forty  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river.  That  convention,  therefore,  never 
gave  to  England  the  right  to  occupy  a  foot  of  terri- 
tory south  of  Nootka  Sound. 

Sir,  no  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  river 

^is  included  in  that  treaty.  And  Mr.  Hnskisson  and 
Mr.  Addington,  in  stating  that  **the  rights  of  Great 
Brit^  are  recorded  and  defined  in  the  convention 
of  1790  with  Spain,"  have  admitted  that  England 
has  no  rights  whatever  south  of  Nootka. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  in  this  construc- 
tknof  the  treaty  of  1790, 1  am  sustained  by  the  high- 
est poMibte evidence.  J  am  sustained  by  the  author- 
ity of  British  statesmen,  who  supported  that  treaty 
when  Mr.  Pitt  brought  it  before  Parliament  I  read 
from  the  28th  volume  of  Parliamentary  History. 
The  Duhe  of  Montrose^  who  moved  an  address  of 

-thanks  to  his  Majesty  for  having  made  the  treaty, 
«ud:        ' 

**We  are  not  only  restored  to  Nootta,  but,  by  an 
express  stipulation,  we  may  participate  in  a  more 
northern  aettlement,  if  we  should  find  at  any  time 
tiiat  a  more  northern  situation  would  be  preferable 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  trade." 

Mr.  Dundas  said:  ^At-  Nootka  we  have  obtained 
a  specific  right  of  settlement  to  trade  and  fish," 
page  980. 

Mr.  Smith,  another  friend  of  the  ministry,  and 
who  warmly  supported  the  treaty,  said: 

**Tbe  whole  coast  of  Prince  William's  Sound  was 
free  for  vb  to  settle  on,  no  place  being  occupied 
there  by  a  Spanish  colony." 

And  where  is  Prince  William's  Sound?  Mr.  McR. 
said,  by  turning  to  the  map  it  appeared  that  it  is  situ- 
ated directly  west  of  Mount  St.  Elias,  in  the  60th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  being  nine  hundred  miles 
north  of  Columbia  river. 

Here  we  have  the  construction  put  upon  the 
treaty  by  its  fnends,  that  the  right  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  settlements  was  to  be  to  the 
north  of  Nootka.  The  same  volume  (said  Mr.  McK.) 
contains  the  opinions  of  members  of  Parliament  who 
were  opposed  to  the  treaty. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Fox,  of  whose  talents  and 
sagacity  I  need  not  speak  here,  in  the  debate  upon 
the  convention,  said: 

'*Oarright  before  was  to  settle  in  any  part  of  South 
or  Northwest  America  not  fortified  against  us  by 
previous  o<9eupancy;  and  we  are  now  restricted  to 
settle  in  certain  places  only,  and  under  certain  re- 
strictions." Again,  at  page  996  he  says:  <*  We  had 
obtained  an  admission  of  our  rights  to  settle  to  the 
north;  and  even  that  we  had  not  obtained  with 
clearness,  as  'Spanish  settlements'  were  the  only 
maiiL  of  limits." 

Lord  J^orth  said : 

"Was  it  not  necessary  to  know  the  reasons  for 
so  vague  a  delineation  of  our  rights  in  the  North- 
western American  seas,  as  the  convention  contained; 
and  of  the  boon  of  Spain's  not  colonizing  beyond 
the  most  northern  of  her  settlementsi" 

The  *Marquis  of  Lanadowne  said: 

"As  to  the  particular  terms  of  the  convention 
just  concluded,  it  stipulated,  with  respect  to  Nootka 
Sound,  what  was  either  pernicious  or  trifling.  It 
appeared  madness  to  think  of  colonies,  after  what 
^ad  passed  in  North  America." 

The  last  remark,  you  perceive,  is  a  very  pointed 
one;  and  being  made  but  nine  years  afler  the  Revo- 
lution, its  import  was  well  understood. 

Sir,  many  members  denounced  the  ministry,  in 
terms  of  bitter  reproach,  because  the  treaty  had  not 
secured  to  them'  more  of  the  Northwest  coast,  and 
because  the  British  were  restricted  in  their  settle- 
ments to  the  territory  north  of  Nootka. 

Ijord  Porchtster  said: 

"A  conduct  so  absurd  and  pernicious,  so  desti- 
tute of  all  policy,  the  history  of  nations  cannot  ex^ 
hibit.  Bullying  so  unprovoked,  evaporating  at 
length  in  a  convention  so  unmeaning,  confidence 
given  BO  liberally,  and  so  illy  rewarded,  never  was 
paralleled.  Did  not  the  event,  he  asked,  confirm 
the  very  genersA  observation  without  doors,  that  we 


had  a  ministry  who  had  neither  courage  to  make 
war,  nor  the  skill  to  midce  peace?^' 

And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  this  very  subject  of 
boundary,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  British  traders 
from  the  country  south  of  Nootka — that  is,  fironu 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Columbia  river — W9A  pressed 
upon  the  ministry  as  a  dereliction  of  duty,  with  all 
the  strength  and  eloquence  of  a  most  talented  oppo- 
sition. This  point  was  never  denied  by  the  minis- 
try or  their  friends.  The  treaty  was  defended  on 
other  grounds,  and  was  adopted,  with  the  admission 
of  its  friends,  and  the  charge  of  its  opponents,  that 
the  British  right  of  joint  occupancy  with  Spain 
was  confined  to  the  country  north  of  Nootka  Sound. 
And  yet,  sir,  it  was  in  this  treaty^ — ay,  this  far- 
famed  treaty— that,  in  1 826,  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
Addington  averred  that  "the  rights  of  Great  Britain 
are  recorded  and  defined." 

I  take  them  at  their  word;  and  the  histoty  now 
exhibited,  the  concurrent  testimony  of  its  friends  and 
opponents  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  together  with 
the  language  of  the  treaty  itself,  all  prove  that  it 
gave  to  Great  Britain  no  right  at  all  to  any  part  of 
Oregon.  We  look  to  something  higher  than  Nootka 
conventions  for  our  title.  It  is  based  upon  the  first 
elements  of  national  law, — ^upon  prior  discoveiy, 
upon  occupancy,  and  upon  deeds  of  purchase  from 
France  and  Spain. 

I  have  now  done  with  this  branch  oi  the  subject 
— the  question  of  title.  It  is .  one  of  great  and  tran- 
scendant  importance  to  the  whole  community ;  for 
our  people,  who  square  their  lives  by  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  others,  only  want  to  know  what  are  their 
own  rights,  in  order  to  defend  and  maintain  them. 
And  upon  the  views  now  presented  of  our  indefeas- 
ible title  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  I  am  willing  to 
abide  the  decision  of  the  living,  and  the  judgment  of 
posterity. 

The  bill  before  us  proposes — 

1st.  To  cause  a  line  of  posts,  not  to  exceed  five 
in  number,  to  be  established  from  our  Western 
boundary  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

2d.  To  attach  the  Oregon  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  for  judicial  purposes;  and  to  appoint  a  judge 
and  justices  of  the  peace  to  administer  the  laws. 

3d.  That  Congress  will  hereafter  provide  for 
granting  to  each  inhabitant  over  eighteen  years  of 
age  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  who  shall 
"ultivate  it  five  years;  to  the  wife  of  each  occupant,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  to  the  father,  for  each 
child  he  may  have  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  or 
that  may  be  bom  there  within  the  five  years,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

These  are  the  inducements  which  the  bill  pro- 
poses as  an  encouragement  to  emigrants.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] and  the  honorable  Senator  firom  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Choate]  are  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
posed grants  of  land  may  come  in  conflict  with  one 
of  our  treaty  stipulations,  giving  a  right  of  joint 
occupancy  to  English  subjects.  Now  I  think  that, 
upon  a  more  full  examination  of  the  subject,  the 
objection  will  be  removed;  and  I  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  England  has  been  permitting  to  be 
done  precisely  what  we  propose  to  do.  The  con- 
vention of  October  20,  1818,  and  extended  by  that 
of  August  6,  1827,  was  intended  for  the  purposes 
ef  hunting  and  trapping;  the  whole  object  was  to 
preserve  peace  among  men  of  the  two  nations,  in 
pursuit  of  furs  and  skins.  The  convention  express- 
ly exempted  the  title  to  the  country  from  its  opera- 
tion. We  can,  therefore,  as  well  dispose  of  the  title 
to  the  land,  as  though  the  convention  had  no  exist 
ence.  Upon  this  point  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Now,  as  to  the  propriety  of  doing  it,  we  all  know 
that  the  leading  inducements  to  the  formation  of 
that  convention,  which  was  to  facilitate  the  collec- 
tion of  furs  and  skins,  has  almost  entirely  ceased; 
and  particularly  in  the  country  south  of  the  Colum- 
bia, which  is  Uie  best  adapted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

The  hunter  has  laid  by  his  rifle  and  traps,  and  is 
cultivating  the  land  Cor  a  subsistence.  If  our  peo- 
ple go  there,  they  must  pursue  tiie  mechanics  arts^ 
or  be  cultivators  of  the  soil^not  hunters.  And  they 
will  not  go  to  Oregon,  unless  we  make  provision 
for  them.    Indeed,  this  donation  is  the  most  capital 


feature  of  the  bill.  It  will  insure  a  vigoTous  od 
active  population  in  the  country,  and  nodung'  ek 
will.  Now  I  think  my  honorable  frienda  wiU  agnc 
with  me  about  title. 

Mr.  Calhou^t,  I  agree  that  the  question  of  title 
is  cletgr. 

Mr.  C BOATS  expressed  himself  of  the  ssaeopiB- 
ion. 

Mr.  McRoBiBTs.  We  do  not  differ  apooUitt 
point. 

Novf  the  convention  of  1818,  creating  tfaejeat 
occupancy,  by  one  of  its  provisions)  can  be  amafied 
by  giving  twelve  months'  notice.  The  p^Mtge  ^ 
this  bill  will  induce  the  Executive  to  g^ive  iIk  r- 
quired  notice,  or  we  can  have  it  done  by  a  joint-ni- 
olution.  Before  our  people  can  get  to  Oiegoa,  tk 
convention  will  be  annulled;  althong^  it  hapoKSfrj 
obligbtiofi  incompatible  with  our  right  to  pan  tbs 
bill.  But  there  are  other  reasons:  the  bill  im  a  pMgr 
that  we  will  make  provision  for  emigrants  and  set- 
tlers, though  no  grant  is  to  be  made  under  &w  jesn. 
This  pledge  to  provide  for  cuUivatoia  of  the  nd 
could  not,  therefore,  molest  the  Briti^  aubjects  k 
any  right  of  hunting,  trapping,  fi/diing,  or  fimmasi 
w(||ck  was  provided  for  or  contemplated  in  the  c(»- 
vention  of  1818. 

8k,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  the  British  GoTantaer^ 
have  been  for  ten  years  doing,  or  p^mitdngtok 
done,  precisely  what  we  propose.  Its  sobjeets  lait 
already  large  farms  in  Oregon.  One  gandeoas 
there  in  1837,  as  we  learn  from  a  Letter  of  eatei 
the  missionaries,  raised  4,500  bushels  of  wbMt 
4,000  bushels  peas,  1,700  bushels  bailey,  I,MO 
bushels  oats,  and  potatoes  in  proportion.  Bebs 
760  cattle,  400  hogs,  200  horses,  and  agnstasd 
saw  mill  of  great  vaiue,  and  works  one  hundred 
hands,  mostly  Canadians.  He  has  a  gard«ii  of  fin 
acres  (I  quote  from  the  printed  letter)  "stored  «& 
almost  every  species  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  fiov- 
eri;  among  them  figs,  citrons,  oranges,  lemsei, 
pomegranates*  cotUm  plants,  and  all  common  £niu 
in  the  United  States.  Everything  prodooes  wtlL 
For  some  days  our  time  was  divided  between  violi 
to  the  farm,  the  mills,  the  herds,  the  dairy,  the 
stores,  the  ships  in  port,  the  school,  dec  It,  d 
course,  gave  us  great  satisfaction  to  witness  thoe 
fruits  of  civilization,  which  we  supposed  our  eyes  had 
looked  upon  for  the  last  time  when  we  pamed  tb« 
ftontier  Hne  of  our  own  land." 

This  is  farming  upon  no  ordinary  scale.     The  c** 
tablishment  at  Vancouver  trades  largely  to  the  Sai)^ 
wich   Islands  in   flour   and  sawed  lumber.    Both 
English   and  Americans  have  &rms  on  the  WaSt* 
mett.    And,  sir,   Great  Britain  is   encouraginf  this 
policy,  and  declares  that  she  will  protect  her  rob* 
jccts  in  this  individual  appropriation  of  theluHl 
Mr.  Huskisson   and   Mr.  Addington,  in  1826,  in  a 
despatch  to  our  ministers,  said:    *'In  the  interior  of 
the  territory  in  question,  the  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain have  had  for  many  years  numerous  settlements  aod 
trading-posts.      And  they   navigate    the  Columlu 
as  the  sole  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  their  prod* 
uce  to  the  British  stations  nearest  to  the  sea,  &c 
To  the  interests  and  establishments  which  Britok 
industry  and  enterprise  have  created,  Great  BritiiB 
owes  protection;  that  protection  will  be  given,  both 
as  regards  settlement  and  freedom  of  trade  and  naT- 
igation."     This  is  all  that  is  mateiial  in  the  Etat^ 
ment. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  what  is  this  but  an  tpfxo- 
priation  of  land?  We  allowed  her  a  temporarr 
right  of  joint  occupancy  with  us;  and  und«  thia, 
England  encourages  her  subjects  to  settle  andcal* 
tivate  the  land,  erect  farms  and  build  mills,  and  thm 
tells  you  that  her  subjects  shall  be  protected  in  thnr 
settlements  and  establishments  thus  formed  or  to  be 
formed.  Is  -there  any  difference  between  such  a 
declaration,  and  the  pledge  which  we  maketopn>- 
vide  for  settlers  inthishilil  In  substanc9>  th^  w 
precisely  the  same.  The  Senator  from  Masstchih 
setts  says  that  England  might  also^maks  gisolaid 
land  to  her  subjects,  v^hich  might  pFodttCsosUinooi 
between  persons  holding  adjoining  &eb9  naiff 
different  titles.  This  is  the  answer:  SbsM 
could  make  no  grants  where  she  had  «o<^  She 
might  as  well  make  grants  ixppn  theFi|«toK,ai 
upon  the  Columbia.    But  this  bill  removtiaHtMi{«« 
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^on  for  such  a  procedure,  by  conferring  its  prm- 
9ses  upon  ail  retidenttt  whether  they  be  of  Anglo- 
Vjneiican  or  European  blood.  England,  therefore, 
^uld  luiTe  no  cause  of  complaint,  because  such  of 
Ler  subjects  as  may  have  built  larms,  and  who  see 
>ropeT  to  remain  in  the  country  and  become  sub- 
let to  our  laws  and  jurisdiction,  would  be  protected, 
u^d  placed  upon  the  footing  of  our  own  citizens.  This 
natter  lias  been  thoroughly  considered;  and  the  pro- 
rlaions  of  the  bill  promising  to  make  future  prpvi- 
sionfbr  those  who  have  or  may  expend  their  labor 
>r  money  in  making  farms,  is  founded  in  the  highest 
principle  of  justice  and  philosophy. 

SHr^  asense  ofpublicduty  requires  immediate  ac- 
tion. By  our  settled  policy,  we  have  placed  a  nu- 
Doerous  Indian  population  upon  our  Western  borders, 
erxtendlng  from  Iowa  to  the  line  of  Texas.  They  are 
Qo^  at  peace  with  us;  but  they  are  the  shattered  frag- 
Baents  of  a  hundred  hostile  tribes,  and  are  composed 
of  tile  very  elements  of  war.  Being  on  the  frontier, 
tliey^  are  liable  to  be  influenced  by  those  who  have 
been,  and  again  may  become,  inimical  to  us.  I  need 
not  stop  here  to  tell  the  Senate  from  what  source 
all  our  Indian  wars  have  proceeded,  or  whose  hands 
first  kindled  the  hostile  fires;  the  world  knows  all 
this,  for  the  history  of  it  is  written  in  blood. 

\Vhat  plan  could  so  efiectually  remove  the  ttoipta- 
tion  to  war  on  the  part  of  those  tribes,  as  also  of  the 
tribes  still  mare  remote,  as  to  have  a  population  in 
tHsir  rear  sufficient  to  overpower  themi 

1*he  natural  element  of  the  Indian  is  war.  He 
is  taught  it  firom  his  mother's  lips  in  the  wigwam, 
and  sees  it  practised  and  cherished  as  the  highest 
virtae  of  his  tribe.  We  must  counteract  as  far  as 
possible  this  dangerous  propensity  of  his  being ;  we 
must  remove  the  temptation;  we  must  provide 
g^uards  for  protection;  anid  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon with  an  efficient  population  would  accomplish 
all  thi%  and  would  create  a  moral  power  which,  in 
time,  would  extinguish  their  war  fires. 

Tiis  Territory  of  Oregcm,  to  which  our  right  is  in- 
disputable, extends  from  the  42d  to  the  49th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  firom  the  Pacific  ocean  to  our 
territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This  com- 
prises a  fertile  region  700  miles  wide  at  one  extremi- 
ity,  and  500  at  the  oth^r,  running  through  seven 
degprees  of  latitude,  and  embracing  nearly  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres— enough  to  form  three  or  four 
new  States.  Hitherto  it  might  have  been  thought 
^v>e  had  territory  enough,  and  that  for  some  genera- 
tions at  least  we  would  not  have  use  for  more.  But 
tbe  lata  census,  as  well  as  those  preceding,  shows 
that  we  may  count  upon  our'  population  being 
doubled  every  twenty-three  or  four  years.  Here  Is 
tbe  table  showing  our  increase: 
In  1790  .  -  -  -      3,929,827 

In  1800  -  -  -  -      6,305,941 

In  1810  ...  -      7,239,814 

In  1820  ....  9,654,596 
In  1830  ....  12,866,020 
In  1840         -  •  -  -    17,068,666 

By  this  ratio  we  may  expect  to  have  a  population 
of  fifty-two  millions  in  1880,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
present  century  at  least  ninety-two  millions^  We 
fay  claim  to  nothing  but  what  belongs  to  us  by  right 
By  the  mode  proposed  in  this  bill,  we  can  accom- 
plish this  without  any  reasonable  ground  of  offence 
towards  any  other  Government.  We  have  to  wAisxr 
those  who  are  to  succeed  us;  and  our  neglect  of  their 
interests,  at  the  critical  moment  when  it  is  our  duty 
to  place  them  on  a  permanent  foundation,  will  be 
wholly  inexcusable. 

That  duty  is  now  to  assert  our  rights — to  -extend 
our  laws  over  the  country — ^to  encourage  the  occu- 
pation of  our  own  territory  by  our  own  citizens — to 
give  them  temporary  protection  in  their  emigration; 
and,  in  less  than  ten  years,  your  hardy  citizens  trans- 
planted to  this  new  section  of  our  Union  will  be 
able  to  defend  and  protect  themselves. 

Sir,  I  want  to  see  no  more  of  this  delay — ^no  more 

piocHnthiation. 

♦To-morromr,  and  to  morrow,  and  to-morrow, 
Creeps  io  Mm  petty  pace  from  day  to  day 
To  the  iMt  17  liable  of  recorded  time; 
▲nd  aJI  yonr  yeeterdava  have  lighted  men 
The  road  to  dusty  death," 

The  great  interests  of  the  country  require  action- 
speedy  and  determined  action;  and  I  appeal  to  politi- 


cal opponents  as  well  as  friends  to  unite  with  us,  and 
give  an  undivided  support  to  this  bill.  Other  nations 
will  take  warning  by  it 

If  our  right  to  Oregon  can  be  settled  only  by  war, 
then  my  constituents,  and  I  believe  the  whole  ooun- 
try,  will  unite  with  me  in  sajring.  Let  it  come.  That 
territory  belongs  to  us,  as  I  have  this  day  demon- 
strated; and  T  hold  it  one  of  our  highest  national 
duties  to  assert  that  title,  let  what  may  come.  Give 
us  a  decisive  vote  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
Unanimity  upon  the  question  ifwall  that  is  now  ne- 
cessary; it  will  settle  it  as  effectually  as  the  sword. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OP  NEW  HAMPBHIRE. 
In  Senate,  January  24,  1843— On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  if  no  legislation  b^d 
taken  place  as  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  or  Florida, 
whether  a  bill  like  this,  in  respect  to  thein,  could  be 
deemed  objectionablel  When  our  citizens  had 
been  plundered  and  murdered  in  numerous  in- 
stances in  apart  of  the  country  claimed  to  be  our 
own,  should  we— rwould  we — not  protect  ihemi  All 
the  bill  proposed  was,  to  do  this;  and  he  believed 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  to  be  ours,  as  incontestably 
as  that  of  Florida  or  Iowa.  This  bill  merely  inter- 
posed the  shield  of  American  legislation  over 
Americans  there,  authorized  forts  for  their  safety, 
and  held  out  promises  of  laod  to  insure  settlers, 
and  supplies  to  our  own  forts  and  vessels.  But 
there  were  objections  to  such  a  measure.  Lf  legiti- 
mate, they  must  arise  from  some  doubts  connected 
with  our  right  to  the  territory,  or  with  the  expe- 
diency of  legislation  in  this  manner,  and  at  the 
present  moment. 

It  will  simplify  the  inquiry  to  see  if  there  be 
any  just  ground  for  such  doubts.  He  could  not 
concede  that  there  were. 

First,  as  to  the  right.  Every  Senator  who  has 
spoken  on  this  question  has  either  attempted  to 
prove,  or  has  conceded,  our  right  to  the  soil  and 
sovereignly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  independ- 
ent of  the  treaties  with  England  in  ISlBand  1B27. 
Who  will  now,  in  this  chamber,  deny  or  question 
that  rightl  After  tbe  discovery  by  Capiat  Gray 
in  178S-'9;  after  the  cession  to  us  of  Louisiana  in 
1803;  after  the  explorations  by  Lewis  and  Clarke 
in  1805;  after  the  occupation  up  to  the  war  of  1812, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  in  1818  to  this  country;  after  tbe  grant  to 
us  by  Spain,  in  1819,  of  all  her  claims  north  of  the 
4'^  degree  ot  latitude;  after  the  relinquishment  to 
us,  hy  Russia,  of  all  claim  ^outh  of  the  54th  degree, — I 
ask  if  an^  one  here  is  prepared  to  doubt  our  rights 
I  speak  m  an  American  Congress,  and  to  Ameri- 
can citizens;  and  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Sen- 
ate by  going  into  this  branch  of  the  question,  as  re- 
gards the  old  claims  of  either  England  or  the  rest 
of  the  world.  She  herself  may  feel  some  confi- 
dence in  them;  but  she  has  admitted  that,  while 
she  claims  some  rights  there  independent  of,  and 
prior  to  the  treaties  of  1818  and  1827,  yet  that  they 
are  subject  to  negotiation;  and  are  to  be  exercised 
subordinate  to  our  possession,  as  well  as  our 
claims. 

Hence  in  1818  (Feb.  14th)  Mr.  Rush  says:  (4th 
vol.  Gales  and  Seaton's  Slate  Papers,  p.  853:)  "Ii  is 
proper,  at  this  stage,  to  say  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
admitted,  in  the  most  ample  extent,  our  right  (o  be 
reinstated,  and  to  be  the  party  in  possession,  while 
treating  of  the  title." 

It  is,  then,  manifest  that,  our  rights  being  clear 
to  ourselves,  and  our  possession  being  admitted  to 
be  proper  by  England  during  any  negotiation  as  to 
their  title,  independent  of  the  treaties  before  named, 
we  can  properly  pass  this  bill,  and  fully  occupy  the 
territory,  unless  this  would  conflict  with  those  trea- 
ties. Ifit  would,  far  be  it  from  me  to  urge  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  I  would  respect  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties as  strongly  as  any  one.  How  stands  the  case, 
then,  under  theml  for  no  claims  beyond  those 
treaties  exist  in  any  other  nation  or  power,  which 
England  can  set  up  against  this  measure.  So  says 
Lyman,  (Diplomatic  Cor.  p.  99.)  So  says  Baylies, 
in  his  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
May,  1826.  Nor  do  I  acknowledge  her  guardian- 
ship ov^r  other  nations  to  enforce  their  claims,  if 
they  possessed  any.  We  have  had  quite  too  much 
of  her  professed  championship  for  the  rest  of  the 
world;  and  especially  in  respect  to  our  keeping  a 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

When  we  attempted  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  the  King  of  Siam,  her  agents  on  the 


opposite  side  of  the  globe  interposed  there  to  thwart 
us.  Again  at  Muscat  they  Intermeddled,  and 
failed^ 

When  Mr.  Monroe,  in  18*23,  made  his  noble 
declaration  against  any  new  coloni^tion  by  Euro- 
peans on  this  continent,  again  she  interfered  with 
that.  If  we  shall  hefeauer  attempt  to  hunt  ihe 
seal,  or  chase  whales  on  ihe  coasts  of  the  Antarctic 
continent,  discovered  by  our  enterprising  vessels,  I 
suppose  we  are  again  to  be  meddled  with  there.  So 
be  it;  and  so  be  its  natural  consequences  in  due 
time.  But  though  in  1818  Russia  and  Spain  may 
have  had  some  claim  to  parts  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  they  have  both  been  since  extinguished; 
and  all  those  of  France  disappeared  long  ago,  with 
the  cession  to  us  of  Louisiana. 

Whose  claims,  then,  but  her  own,  does  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  ChoateJ  seem  to  ap- 
prehend she  can  interposet  No  European,  power 
can  have  any;  and  if  the  sovereigns  ox  any  of  the 
South  Sea  islands,  or  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  have 
any,  whose  canoes  or  junks  were  ever  blown  on 
the  Northwest  coast,  I  believe  they  have  not  yet 
been  hunted,up  by  any  of  the  indefatigable  agents 
of  British  domination. 

Do  I  make  these  remarks  in  derogation  of  her 
right  to  take  care  of  her  owj;i  interests,  and,  at 
proper  times  and  places,  lo  enforce  her  own  claims? 
On  the  contrary,  I  respect  her  the  more  for  stand- 
ing by  what  belongs  to  herself;  but  abhor  her  of- 
ficiousness  in  behalf  of  others,  and  the  arrogant 
assumption,  at  times,  (by  herself,  or  others  for  her,) 
that  she  must  dictate  to  the  whole  circle  of  civ- 
ilized mankind. 

Let  us  scrutmize,  then,  the  origin  and  object  of 
the  treaties  of  1818  and  1827,  in  order  to  see 
whether  the  present  bill  militates  against  the  pro- 
visions of  either  of  them.  If  it  does  not,  even 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cboit£] 
avows  a  willingness  to  support  it. 

Those  treaties,  it  will  be  seen,  originated  in 
measures  to  adjust  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  States.  The  first 
one  (of  which  the  other  is  but  a  prolongation) 
took  place,  not  at  the  peace — settling  botmdaries, 
extent  of  territories,  jurisdiction,  title  to  soil,  pow- 
ers of  government,  and  all  that;— but  it  was  en- 
tered into  some  years  after,  and  as  a  second  commet' 
cial  convention  with  England  since  the  peace.  The 
other  (in  July  1815)  related  to  the  rights  of  trade  in 
settled  parts  of  the  two  coimtries — and  this,  chiefly 
to  the  rightsoffishing,hunting,  and  trading,  in  some 
unsettled  parts  of  both  countries:  for  one  clause 
of  it  gives  us  access  to  acknowledged  portions  of 
her  seaboard  at  the  northeast,  to  dry  fisn,  until  the 
country  is  settled;  while  another — and  that,  the 
clause  under  consideration — secures  to  each,  free 
and  open  access  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  for  ten 
years,  evidently  for  objects  of  trade,  the  fisheries, 
and  the  chase. 

These  are  the  main  objects  of  the  conven- 
tions, though  some  matters  not  technically  com- 
mercial may  be  provided  for  in  parts  of  rhem. 
That  this  article  now  in  question  is  a  com- 
mercial one,  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  .par- 
ticular lan|;uage,  no  less  than  the  occasion  and 
general  object  of  the  treaty.  The  language  is, 
not  that  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains shall  belong,  m  its  soil  and  sovereignly,  to 
both  parties,  or  be  governed  jointly  by  them;  but 
that  "the  same  be  Jree  and  open,  for  ibe  term  of 
ten  years,"  "to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of 
the  two  powers."  The  natural  import  of  this  is, 
that  neither  party  shall  be  excluded  by  the  other 
from  fiiihing,  hunting,  and  trading  there,  during 
that  period;  but  the  same  shall  remain  free  and 
open  to  each,  tnr  such  objects. 

So  far  from  this  having  been  intended  to  sus- 
pend or  forbid  any  rights  of  soil,  or  government, 
which  either  party  might  claim,  or  choose  to  ex- 
ercise, it  proceeded  expressly  to  provide  ^\that  this 
agreement  is  rtot  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of 
any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  contracting  par^ 
ties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  country.* 

If  the  treaty  meant  merely  to  stipulate  that  the 
commerce  in  and  over  the  country  should  be  free 
and  open — leaving  the  title  to  it,  and  the  sov- 
ereignty over  it,  and  its  government,  in  the  mean 
time,  as  it  was,  or  might  be  by  virtue  of  other 
rights — then  it  is  a  natural  arrangement,  and  not 
a  novel  one.  Thus— lo  take  a  common  case,  for 
illustration— had  we,  hy  the  other  commercial 
treaty,  as  to  the  settled  portions  of  the  two  coim- 
tries, made  New  York  a  free  port,  aud  open  to 
English  subjects,— is  there  any  pretence  that  th^ 
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words  fr9€  and  cpen  would  have  conferred  on 
Uiem  any  right  of  soil  there,  or  any  territorial  an- 
thorityl 

Many  similar  treaties  apply  merely  to  comftver' 
Hal  intercourse;  and  that  between  England  and 
Hnssia,  made  in  1825,  contains  an  example  in 
point  with  the  illustration  just  given.  In  the  6lh 
article,  it  is  'provided  that  "ihe  port  of  Githa,  or 
Novo  Archangelsk,  shall  be  open  to  the  commerce 
and  vessels  of  British  subjects,  for  the  space  of  ten 
years,"  Slc.  But  this,  of  course,  could  not  affect 
the  right  of  soil,  or  government.  In  other  parts  of 
that  treaty,  providing  for  mutual  access  to  a  certain 
tract  of  country,  and  with  a  view,  doubtless^  to 
shun  any  equivocal  or  doubtfal  expressions,  it  uses 
different  language  from  our  treaty,  (but  obviouslv 
with  the  same  idea,)  and  says  the  parties  "shall 
mntuaJly  be  at  liberty  to  frequent,  without  any  hin- 
drance  whatever,  all,"  Ac,  **for  the  purposes 
of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  natives.  And, 
where  a  stipulation  is  made  to  let  either  par- 
ty have  power  to  colonize,  or  govern,  it  uses 
words  different  still,  and  speaks  of  making 
an  "eslablUhment" — and  not  merely  of  the  coun- 
try being  free  or  open  to  vessels  and  subjects, 
or  there  being  to  both  parties  mere  ^Hibtrty  of  com- 
merce.**  So,  in  the  treaty  between  us  in  Russia,  in 
18*24,  similar  language  is  employed— almost  verb- 
attm^  literatim.  It  also  refers  to  the  prevention 
of  illicit  tradey  as  the  object  of  some  of  the  provis- 
ions; and  that  was  a  prominent  design  in  some  of 
the  articles  in  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty  of  1790— 
which  last  treaty  was  the  prolific  source  of  all  pro- 
visions of  this  character  since.  The  difficulty  in 
that  case  grew  out  of  the  persevering  attempts  by 
England  to  push  her  commerce  into  every  nook  of 
the  habitable  globe,  and  procure  new  markets  for 
her  manufactures,  even  at  the  expense  of  the  colo- 
nial systems  of  Spain  or  France. 

Hence  the  message  of  the  King  of  England,  (28 
Par.  Hist.,  p.  763,)  askingTor  additional  means  to 
resist  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  seizing  her  ships, 
speaks  of  it  in  a  commercial  view  more  than  one 
of  sovereignty.  Hence,  also,  most  of  the  articles 
in  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty  relate  to  commerce, 
and  provide  new  and  stronger  guards  against 
illicit  trade,  wherever  Spain  had  before  occupied 
the  country.  They  even  push  all  British  vessels 
^ten  sea  leagues  from  any  part  of  the  coast  already 
occupied  by  Spain,"  when  three  leagues  is  the 
usual  distance.  And  the  fifth  article,  which  re- 
sembles and  was  the  basis  of  our  treaty  of  1818, 
allowed  new  settlements  only  far  north  of  Oregon, 
and  then  only  in  places  not  occupied  before  April, 
1789;  and  to  them,  by  whichever  power  made,  "the 
snbjecls  of  the  other  shall  have  free  access^  and 
shall  carry  on  their  ^rarftf  without  any  disturbance 
or  molestation.  (See28Par.Hist.,p.9l6)  But  this 
did  not  allow,  nor  mean  to  allow,  each  a  title  in 
the  soil,  or  a  right  to  govern  the  country.  It  was 
intended  to  he  access  for  tradCf  and  trade 
alone.  In  short,  the  debates  on  that  treaty  speak 
of  the  controversy  as  being  commercial  in  its  ori- 
gin and  bearing;  and  little  seems  to  have  been  set- 
tled clearly  by  any  part  of  the  treaty,  and  nothing 
by  this  part  of  it,  except  the  rights  of  trade. 

The  similar  arrangement  between  Russia  and 
England  is  classed  by  McCuiloch  under  the  head 
of  commercial  treaties.  Sometimes  such  treaties 
go  further,  and  regulate  settlements.  But  then 
they  use  different  and  clear  language,  as  before 
shown  in  the  Russian  treaties.  So,  by  one  anicle 
of  the  Nootka  Sound  convention,  (where,  at  the 
Ronthern  part  of  this  continent,  the  parties  were,  un- 
der the  treaty,  expressly  allowed  to  erect  buildings 
in  places  not  before  occupied,)  it  is  still  carefully 
provided  that  they  must  be  "for  the  purpose  of  their 
fishery,"  and  be  mere  "huts,  or  other  temporary 
buildings,  serving  only  for  those  purposes." 

Under  a  like  caution  in  this  treaty  of  1818,  in 
the  article  allowing  us  to  dry  fi<h  on  the  unsettled 
pirts  of  British  America  at  the  northeast,  clearly 
belonging  to  England,  it  is  provided  that,  "so  soon 
as  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  be  settled, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry 
or  cure  fish  at   such  portion  so   settled,  without 

Erevious  agreement  for  sucTi  purpose  with  the  in- 
abitanls,"  &c.  Thus  we  see  that,  in  no  other  trea- 
ty isthe  right  of  settlements  or  of  soil,  or  of  govern- 
ment, regulated  without  using  explicit  language  to 
thai  effect,  and  language  entirely  different  from 
that  employed  in  our  treaty  of  1818. 

As  aiu)ther  evidence  that  no  intention  existed  in 
the  last  instrument  to  grant  or  regulate  any  claim} 
pr  exercise  of  claitfi|  to  the  title  and  the  sovereign- 


ty,, except  to  prevent  them  from  being  soused  a.^ 
to  iniertere  with  freedom  of  trade  to  both  parties 
during  the  stipulated  period,  we  have  already  cited 
the  reservation  in  the  treaty  itself,  that  it  should 
not  injure  or  prejudice  such  claim. 

The  reservation  in  the  convention  of  1827  is 
still  stronger.  It  is,  that  "nothing  contained  in 
this  convention,"  or  in  the  third  article  of  that  of 
1818,  "shall  be  construed  to  impair,  or  in  any  man- 
ner affect,  the  claims  which  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  country 
we>tward  of  the  Stony  or  Rocky  Mountains." 

But,  if  these  treaties  are  to  be  construed  to  pre- 
vent us  from  taking  possession  of  the  country,  in  a 
territorial  point  of  view,  which  we  claimed  the 
right  to  before  1818,  and  which  England  herself 
conceded,  then  it  is  manifest  they  are  construed  so 
as  both  to  affect  and  impair  our  claim  to  the  coun- 
try. They  suspend  it,  mterrupt  it,  and,  for  the 
lime  being,  destroy  it. 

In  1812,  we  were,  by  our  citizens,  in  actual  pos- 
session of  a  part  of  the  country — with  a  fort  and 
occupants  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  After 
the  war,  and  before  this  treaty,  that  fort  was  re- 
stored to  us  officially  and  formally,  asa  duty  under 
the  treaty  of  peace.  And  Lord  Castlercagh,  in  a 
letter  from  "Mr.  Rush  before  cited,  appears  to  have 
"admitted,  in  the  most  ample  extent,  our  right  to 
be  reinstated,  and  to  be  the  party  in  possession 
while  treating  of  the  title."  The  occupants  of  the 
fort  considered  themselves  there,  not  for  sover- 
eignty, but  for  "commercial  pursuits."  (See  4th 
vol.  Gales  &  Seaton's  Slate  Papers,  page  856.)  And 
they  well  understood  the  difference  between  that, 
ana  occupation  for  government;  as  they  inquired 
whether  they  would  De  indemnified  if  they  were 
eiected  or  disturbed  "prior  to  the  final  decision  of 
the  right  of  sovereignty  to  the  country  between  our 
respective  Governments."  (State  tapers,  letter 
October  6,  1818.)  This  view  also  prevailed  in 
England,  as  well  as  in  Oregon,  with  the  British 
ministry  since,  as  well  as  before,  the  convention 
of  October  20,  1818;  for,  in  the  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  second  con  vention,  they  propased  to  ex- 
tend the  lime  fifteen  years,  and  to  iniroauce  provi- 
sions **that  neither  power  should  assume  or  exercise 
any  right  of  sovereignty  or  dominion  over  any  part 
of  the  country  during  that  period."  (See  Grreen- 
how's  Memoir,  page  184.)  But  why  this  provision, 
if,  under  a  fair  construciion.of  the  old  ones,  both 
parties  were  restrained  from  exercising  any  such 
rightl  Why  this,  if  the  treaty  of  1818  was  intend- 
ed to  relate  to  other  rights  than  those  of  trading, 
fishing,  and  huntingl  If  neither  party  could,  in 
the  opmion  of  England,  exercise  acts  of  sovereignty 
or  dominion  there,  without  violating  the  stipulation 
in  the  treaty  of  1818,  why  wish  to  interpose  a  new 
provision  to  that  effect? — and  why  did  we  reject  it 
as  we  did,  except  under  the  conviction  that  of 
right  we  could,  at  any  time,  extinguish  Indian 
titles,  colonize  the  cotmtry,  establish  forts,  erect 
territorial  governments,  and  grant  lands,  notwith- 
standing any  provision  in  the  treaty;  taking  care, 
however,  white  the  treaty  existed,  to  allow  all  the 
freedom  to  trade*,  fish,  and  hunt,  which  it  contem- 
plated! All  we  should  have  looked  to  then,  and 
all  we  ought  to  look  to  now,  in  acting  on  this  sub- 
iect — being  convinced  of  our  right  to  act — would 
be  the  expediency  and  duty  of  settling  the  country, 
under  the  exigencies  and  demands  of  the  whole 
case. 

As  a  mere  matter  of  right,  then,  under  the  treaty 
of  1818,  the  Oregon  could  have  been  occupied  and 
governed  by  us  the  next  day  after  that  treaty  was 
ratified,  as  well  as  a  year  and  a  day  af^er  we  give 
notice,  under  the  convention  of  1827,  to  terminate 
the  existing  arrangements. 

Another  circumstance,  which  has  misled  some 
as  to  the  design  and  effect  of  thai  treaty,  is  the  im- 
pression that  it  provided,  in  terms,  for  a  joint  occu- 
pation or  possession  of  the  country;  or  that,  at  leai«t, 
such  was  its  necessary  operation.  But  we  have 
already  cited  the  arrangement,  and  seen  that 
no  such  words  as  joint  occupation^  or  joint  pos- 
session^  appear  in  either  of  the  treaties;  nor  do 
they  appear  in  any  similar  treaties  which  preceded 
or  followed  this  with  other  nations.  We  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show,  likewise,  that  the  neces- 
sary and  natural  operation  of  all  these  arrange- 
ments wascommercial,ratherthan  territorial.  We 
now  go  further,  and  maintain  that  a  joint  occupation 
or  possession  oin  territory  by  two  Governments,  for 
purposes  of  title  to  the  soil,  or  government,  or  sov- 
ereignty, is  full  of  absurdities  and  peril.  Must 
there  be  joint  laws!— joint  judge«1— -jomt  grants?— 


joint   legislatures?— a  joint  executive?    Bat, «: 
the  contraiT,  if  tt)e  treaty  is  construed  to  admit  ba| 
parties  to  freedom  of  trade,  that  is  aatoral,  co% 
mon,  and  practicable;  and  where  nations  meaBU 
go  farther,  and  control  possessloo,  title,  ^d  so*; 
ereignty,  they  vme  different  and  clear  woitb  4 
that  import.   The  misfortune  has  arisen  frome^ 
ploying  terms  in  speaking,  not  used  in  tbe  treuin, 
themselves,  and  not  applicable  to  the  traDSMtna 
and  calculated  to  mislead  as  to  the  true  exieat  j; 
the  arrangement.    The  analogy  of  twopanin  ha|w 
ing  some  coTicurrent  rights  in  the  fisheries  of  tiw 
grand  banks,  comes  nearer  to  that  of  freeing 
But  even  that  is  not  joint  occapation  or  joint  poh 
session;  and  that  has  been  found  so  dif&eoh  s^ 
dangerous  in  practice  as  to  lead,  in  the  end,asaalk 
to  practical  divi<;ions.    (28  Par.  Debates,  page  9fi(] 
Nor  is  a  joint  occupation  or  possession  necessary  n 
the  enjoyment  of  free  trade  in  any  country.  Unlesi 
country  is  savage,  or  serai-barbarous,  ambtssadort. 
and  consuls,  and  especially  the  lauer,  are  sofieiol 
to  protect  it  from  within,  without  any  territoriM- 
rights.    But  when  a  ruder  state  of  society  preregi 
thi.«,  factories  and  forts  answer  as  substitates.  B4l- 
even  those  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  title  to  ibM 
soil,  or  the  governing  of  the  country.    They  vni 
mere  commercial  securities. 

While  this  treaty  and  its  object  were  fresh  io  (a^ 
councils  of  the  country,  this  view  of  it  man  ki* 
prevailed  with  the  Executive,  or  something  tanti* 
mount;  else  President  Monroe  could  never  bm 
rec(^mended,  as  early  as  18*24,  the  actual  erecii(« 
of  forts,  and  occupation  of  the  territory.  The  idei 
jhat  such  a  step  violated  the  treaty  of  1618  seeai 
never  to  have  been  entertained  by  himMhoogk 
the  erection  of  a  military  fort  by  a  GoverDmeM 
is  a  much  stronger  act  of  sovereignty  over  a  coioh 
try,  than  promising  land;  on  which  last  prorisioi 
in  this  bill  so  much  stress  is  now  laid.  But  the  bil 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1^ 
by  a  vote  of  two  to  one,  provided  also  toextioguisk 
900  square  miles  of  Indian  title;  and  neither  ii 
that  House,  nor  in  the  Senate,  where  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  majority  of  only  two,  does  aof 
member  appear  to  have  dwelt  on  that  a&  a  violaiioa 
of  the  treaty. 

The  next  year,  Mr.  Adams  officially  renewed  thi 
recommendation  of  his  predecessor:  and  the  able  ^^ 
ports  of  Mr.  Baylies,  which  followed,  are  dircctcdea- 
tirely  to  the  great  importance  of  the  territory,  and 
our  clear  title  to  the  soil  and  govemmeat  of  it, 
rather  than  to  any  apprehended  objection  by  Eng- 
land under  the  treaty  of  1818.  These  may  all  be 
deemed  cotemporaneous  constructions,  fortifying 
the  views  entertained  by  myself,  or  at  least  favon- 
b!e  to  the  right  to  pass  a  bill  like  this,  withoot  im- 
pugning any  treaty  stipulation.  I  have  all  these 
messages,  reports,  and  speeches  before  me,  tboogti 
it  is  not  deemed  necessary  now  to  detain  iHe  Se&- 
ate  by  reading  quotations  from  them.  Bat  reaso&s 
of  expediency  operated  then  again5t  the  measure, 
in  the  view  of  .one  branch  of  Congress,  thonghih« 
conclusions  of  the  other  branch  and  ol  the  &eca- 
tive  were  different.  Some  such  reasons  imdoobt- 
ediy  still  exist  against  it;  but  I  think,  on  examioa- 
tion,  that  most  of  the  old  reasons  in  this  respect 
have  lost  much  of  their  force,  and  that  the  balaooe 
will  be  found  clearly  in  support  of  passing  a  b^ 
like  this  at  the  present  moment. 

The  question,  ihen,  and  the  only  reroaiDiogqaes- 
tion  which  I  shall  discuss,  is  the  expediency  of 
exercising  the  rights  we  clearly  possess,  in  the 
manner  now  proposed. 

The  paramount  reason  for  extending  the  opera- 
tion of  our  laws  into  that  territory,  is.  hi  my  new, 
the  protection  of  our  own  citizens  within  its  liaut& 
They  consist  of  settlers^  traders,  hunters,  mariners, 
and  travellers.  So  far  as  regards  us,  they  arc  cow 
lawless  and  defenceless.  Hundreds  of  them  hare 
with  impunity  been  pillaged  and  murdered  there 
within  tne  last  twenty  years.  But  they  are  Ameri- 
can citizens  no  less  than  we — they  are  on  Ameri- 
can soil  no  less  than  we — they  are  porsoing  legal 
employments  no  less  than  we.  It  seems  to  me,  then, 
a  burning  disgrace  to  our  institutions  and  character 
to  leave  them  longer  in  this  condition;  anditvonld 
be  far  more  creditable  to  renounce  the  coimtiy  for- 
ever, than  allow  it  to  remain  in  this  disrepooble 
position,  and  still  be  a  portion  of  the  Americu 
Union. 

The  reasons  for  forts  there  are  of  a  Uke  char- 
acter—protection and  security.  At  the  month  of 
the  Columbia,  they  are  needed  also  for  reftigetp 
our  whalemen  and  navy,  when  crippled  by  acci- 
dent on  the  Western  and  Northwestern  sets.  Tbf 
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interests  of  the  fisheries  and  commerce  are  great 
in  those  regions,  which  might  thus  be  aided:  but  I 
shall  nor  now  fatigue  the  Senate  by  particulars  as 
to  their  amount. 

The  reasons  for  promises  of  land  to  settlers  are 
alike  cogent.  For  many  are  not  likely  to  expose 
themselves  and  families  at  such  an  immense  dis- 
tance, and  among  barbarians,  without  peculiar  in- 
dacements;  and  without  more  settlers  obtained  there 
by  such  inducements,  supplies  cannot  be  furnished 
to  the  forts,  nor  to  the  vessels  of  the  navy  and  our 
whalemen,  with  out  great  additional  expense.  Plant 
forts  and  settlers  there,  and  throw  the  shield  of 
your  laws  not  only  over  them,  but  over  the  com- 
meice  there;  and  an  increase  of  our  trade  within 
the  terriiory  will  likewise  commence  at  once. 

Some  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  are  becoming 
civilized,  and  the  authorities  of  one  are  this  very 
winter  knocking  at  our  doors  for  a  recognition  of 
their  independence.  The  coasts  of  China,  too, 
arc  now  opening  to  European,  and  I  trust,  Amer- 
ican enterprise;  and  both  of  _these  circumstances, 
from  the  greater  contiguity  6l  the  Northwest  coa.^t 
to  them,  will  give  new  impulses  to  business  in  that 
region.  This  is  no  sectional  question.  Our  mer- 
chants are  all  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
this;  our  shipbuilders  are  interested;  our  fisher- 
men—our enterprising  and  emigrating  farmers  are 
all  interested,  as  well  as  our  hunters  and  fur- 
^dealers. 

Beside  this,  the  character  of  the  whole  nation 
is  implicated,  if  we  do  not  protect  the  whites,  and 
adopt  this  or  some  other  course  to  introduce 
civilization  among  the  Indians  in  that  territory. 
We  ought  to  improve  the  lot  of  those  who  are 
thas  placed  under  our  national  guardianship.  If 
we  claim  the  country,  we  must  take  it  with  its 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  We  cannot  neglect  them, 
and  be  justified  to  the  moral  judgment  of  the  rest 
of  mankind.  We  must  try  to  teach  them  arts  and 
letters.  We  must  protect  them,  as  well  as  our  own 
people^  from  aggressions  and  outrages;  such  parts 
of  their  title  as  have  not  been  fairly  extinguished 
by  individuals,  we  should  amicably  purchase  from 
ume  to  time^  as  we  need  it,  and  as  they  are  willing 
to  pan  with  it.  Our  right,  then,  to  the  country  be- 
ing clear— our  right  to  pass  a  bill  like  this  being 
clear,  without  any  breach  of  treaties— our  interest 
to  do  it  being  clear — and  our  duty  equally  clear, 
as  well  as  imperative— why  haltl  Why  hesitatel 
An  omission  to  act  now,  will  throw  distrust  over 
the  sincerity  of  our  whole  claim.  The  world,  as  wel  1 
as  Englancf,  may  well  infer  that  if,  under  all  these 
ciicamstances,  we  lonp^er  delay  to  exercise  our 
rights,  to  protect  our  interests,  and  fulfil  our  du- 
ties, it  must  arise  from  some  misgiving  as  to  the 
Validity  of  those  rights. 

If  we  have  not  already  slept  over  our  claims 
quite  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it  is  certain  we  have 
not  enforced  ihem.  A  measure  like  this  failed  as 
long  ago  as  1826.  by  only  two  voles  in  the  Senate, 
though  passing  tne  other  Hoase  by  two  to  one.  It 
failed  at  that  time,  apparently,  not  from  doubts  as 
to  the  title,  but  from  motives  of  expediency.  It  is 
certain  that  all  the  leading  objections  on  that 
score  then,  have  since  lessened  or  disappeared. 
The  outrages  committed  there,  and  demanciingthe 
prompt  application  of  our  laws,  have  occurred 
since,  in  iar  greater  numbers.  The  encroach- 
ments and  assumptions  by  English  subjects  there, 
have  since  multiplied  tenfold.  The  imponance 
of  our  fisheries  and  commerce  in  the  Pacific  to  be 
aided  there,  has  much  enlarged  since,  beside  the 
new  prospects  deveroping  in  China.  The  popula- 
tion in  the  West  has  since  approached  nearer,  so 
as  to  aid  more  readily  in  defence.  Our  ability  to 
send  out  emigrants  has  nearly  doubled;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  the  distance  (which  was  by 
many  considered  so  great  as  to  prevent  a  repre- 
sentation here,  and  to  lead  to  a  loss  of  all  the  capi- 
tal and  people  sent  there)  has  almost  vanished  un- 
der the  improvements  since,  in  steam.  The  4,'700 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to  Wash- 
ington, which  it  was  then  urged  was  the  distance, 
and  would  require  all  the  time  of  a  Representa- 
tive in  Congress  to  travel  over,  leaving  none  for 
l^islation,  could  ere  long  probably  be  passed  in 
one  or  two  months,  or  in  as  short  a  period  as  the 
delegates  from  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  once 
travelled  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

But  other  and  still  more  formidable  difficulties 
start  up.  Our  occupation  of  the  country,  it  is  said, 
may  endanger  peace  with  England.  1  reply— not 
so,  either  necessarily  or  probably.  I  have  already 
shown,  that  rightfolly  it  cannot;  and  if  not  right- 
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fully,  is  it  just  or  charitable  to  suppose  her  more 
willing  than  ourselves  to  bring  on  a  war  wrong- 
fully'} Does  not  she  need  and  wish  the  moral 
sanction  of  the  world  in  fier  movements,  as  much 
as  wel  But  it  may  be  said,  that  though  she  will 
make  no  complaint  under  the  treaty,  she  may  still 
fall  back  on  her  reserved  and  prior  claims,  like  us, 
and  resist  our  settlements  and  lurisdiction.  So  she 
may — so  she  always  may  to  the  end  of  time;  and 
this  argument  will  be  as  good  against  our  legisla- 
tion half  a  century  hence,  as  now;  and  in  this  way 
we  never  shall  be  able  to  take  any  steps  to  enforce 
our  rights. 

If  we  give  notice  to  abandon  the  treaty,  our  po- 
sitioil  in  regard  to  this  argument  will  be  no  stronger. 
For  then,  as  now,  the  prior  reserved  rights  will 
start  up,  like  the  sown  dragon's  teeth,  into  armed 
men.  If  this  is  to  be  her  course,  delay,  instead  of 
proving  useful,  will  increase  the  importance  of  the 
eonntry  and  of  the  controversy.  It  was  so  with, 
the  contested  boundary  in  the  Northeast:  and  if  a 
question  is  to  be  made  as  to 'the  title,  tne  sooner 
the  belter.  But,  in  my  view,  it  will  not  be  her 
course  to  resort  to  violence;  for,  as  before  shown, 
she  has  admitted  our  right  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  country  while  negotiatinj?.  Let  us,  then,  take 
possession.  If  that  be  complained  of,  negotiation 
follows.  If  unaUe  thus  to  agree,  let  a  third  power 
arbitrate  between  us.  If  she  refuse  that,  then  we 
are  in  possession,  andean  defend  it,  and  defend  our 
rights  against  all  encroachments,  with  such  means 
as  God  and  nature  have  endowed  us  with.  Then, 
and  not  now,  will  be  the  time  for  larger  expenses 
and  more  magnificent  plans.  Then,  and  not  now, 
I  will  consider  of  the  50,000  rifles  to  be  sent 
there  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tappan.I 
Then,  but  not  now,  I  will  talk  with  my  friend 
from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier]  about  his  railroad  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  Then,  but  not  nQw, 
I  will  calculate  with  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Calhoun]  about  the  expense  of  supply- 
ing large  armies  and  fleets  in  that  region  by  either 
power. 

But  now,  England  has  no  right  to  complain  of 
OUT  possession^  leaving  her  commerce  free,  nor  any 
interest  in  declining  negotiation  or  arbitration,  if 
unable  to  a^ree  amicably.  What  occasion,  what 
sufficient  inducement  can  she  have  to  plunge  into 
a  hasty  and  bloody  war  with  us,  her  best  customer, 
for  that  naked  and  remote  territory?  As  a  hunt- 
ing-ground and  trading-post  for  her  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  which  has  been  almost  its  only  use  to 
her  heretofore,  its  importance  becomes  less  yearly.^ 
As  an  outlet  to  her  sparse  population, it  is  not  want-" 
ed,  in  addition  to  her  millions  of  acres  beside  in 
both  hemispheres  and  in  all  the  zones— in^he  Can- 
adas,  India,  New  Holland,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
West  Indies.  As  a  market  for  her  manufactures, 
it  is  trifling,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  till  occu- 
pied by  a  white  population. 

If  she  expends  capital  there,  it  will  be  without 
remuneration  in  the  end  likewise;  as,  in  time,  the 
whole  inevitably  falls, (as  the  Senator  before  mere- 
marked,)  like  a  ripe  peach,  into  our  hands. 

We  are  its  neJghbors,and  our  institutions  are  more 
attractive,  and  the  laws  of  colonization  and  empire 
and  conquest  are  fixed  as  those  of  the  solar  system; 
and  she,  no  more  than  any  other  nation,  can  claim 
an  exemption  from  their  destiny. 

But,  though  in  favor  of  the  present  bill—on  the 
ground  of  right,  interest,  and  duty — yet,  as  before 
remarked,  1  should  not  deem  it  either  our  interest 
or  duty  to  enlarge  the  measure  now,  as  some  sug- 
gest, and  to  incur  any  expenses  not  imnbediately 
demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  treasury — with  a 
deficit  of  six  to  eight  millions  staring  us  in  the 
face,  on  the  Secretary's  own  report  lor  the  next 
year  and  a  half,  if  he  redeems  the  temporary  debt, 
as  has  been  pledged  and  promised;  and  with  the 

Ernspect  of  a  revenue  still  more  diminished  than 
e  estimates,  by  two'  or  three  millions, — I  surely 
would  not  run  into  any  expenses  not  required  by 
national  duty  and  honor.  But  those  thus  required 
I  would  vote,  at  all  hazards,  and  in  all  cases.  Nor 
is  it  necessary  that  even  the  expense  contemplated 
by  this  bill  should  be  incurred,  till  a  survey  is  made 
for  the  site  of  forts,  and,  if  the  Executive  or  Con- 
gress pleases,  a  notice  given  to  end  the  treaty,  and 
the  stipulated  time  of  a  year  finished,  before  ac* 
tnally  erecting  them.  All  apprehensions  of  any 
pretence  being  made  by  England  of  a  departure 
from  the  treaty,  by  adopting  the  meai^ure  in  the 
bill,  could  thus  be  removed,  and  yet  the  bill  pass. 
But  I  do  not  feel  so  much  inclined  to  travel  out  of 


the  way  to  conciliate  that  haughty  power  by  any 
over-caution,  as  some  may.  Nor  do  I  justify  my 
vote,  however  easy  it  might  be,  by  any  ot  her 
previous  laws  or  encroachmenta  in  respect  to  this 
territory.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  vote  for  it  under 
a  sense  of  duty  towards  our  own  territory,  our 
own  citizens,  and  our  great  national  interests^ 
without  any  reference  to  foreign  misbehavior  of 
foreign  menaces.  I  would  not  wisli  for  hostiUtiea, 
nor  commit  a  wrong;  but,  in  the  path  of  doing 
right — armed  strong  in  honesty-^I  would  move  on- 
ward, from  my  own  impulses,  my  own  feeling; 
and  neither  halt  nor  turn  aside,  from  dread  oi 
wrong  and  violence  by  others. 

By  such  a  course,  under  all  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned,  thefe  is  much  less  real  danger 
of  national  collision  and  war,  than  by  keeping  up 
such  a  state  of  things  as  exists  a't  present — two 
warlike  nations,  with  numerous  tribes  oi  savages 
grouped  together  in  one  and  the  same  country: 
two  if  not  three  sets  of  claims  to  territory  ana 
sovereignty;  jealous,  and  vindictive,  and  rival  sub- 
jects together  in  pursuit  of  the  same  game  and 
trade;  no  territorial  laws  or  magistrates;  no  bound- 
aries; weekly  plunder  and  murder.  This  is  the 
worst  possible  condition,  to  last  longer^  end  is  un- 
worthy the  civilization,  prudence,  imd  mtelligence 
of  either  nation. 

Though  our  own  people,  in  many  quarters^  are 
impatient  to  make  a  more  secure  lodgment  within 
the  territory^  I  do  not  entertain  such  fears  firom 
this,  or  the  interests  of  many  of  the  old  and  new 
States,  as  many  do.  Instead,  of  the  old  States  be- 
ing depopulated  by  it— or  the  new.  as  some  seem 
to  fear— the  distance,  dangers,  ana  privations  will 
make  the  progress  of  emigr&tion  slow,  and  rather 
relieve  both  the  old  and  new  States  from  some  of 
the  most  restless  of  their  population,  than  strip 
them  either  of  much  capital  or  industry.  Many 
of  our  fathers  came,  originally,  to  the  Atlantic 
coast,  to  better  their  condition;  and  our  sons,  going 
to  the  Pacific  from  ihe  same  motive,  will  no  i^iore 
injure  us  than  they  injured  their  former  homes. 
The  emigration  ot  (he  former  here  has  not  weak- 
ened England,  or  France,  or  Germany;  nor  will 
that  of  the  latter  weaken  its.  Indeed,  they  will 
still  remain  on  American  soil;  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  of  our  flag  will  still  wave  over  them,  it  is 
hoped,  to  the  end  of  time. 

Nor  do  I  dread  any  danger  to  the  Union,  or  the 
relative  power  of  the  East  and  West,  or  of  the 
South  and  North,  by  this  m^sure.  I  have  no 
gorgeous  and  sudden  hopes  on  this  subject.  The 
progress  of  settlements  will  not  be  rapid.  The  lamd 
Dounty  will,  of  course,  be  withdrawn  the  moment 
there  is  population  enough  there  .for  safety  and 
supplies.  In  the  last  century,  our  people  have,  to 
be  sure,  spread  from  Albany  to  St.  Louis;  and 
thence  nearly  to  the  western  borders  of  Missouri 
and  Iowa.  But  even  now  our  permanent  settlers 
are  six  or  seven  hundred  miles  from  the  crest  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  thousands  of  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  We  are  not  Tartars 
enough  to  wander  much  faster  or  further  >tban  the 
axe  and  the  plough  can  clear  the  way.  And  if,  a 
half  century  or  a  century  hence,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion—which I  bopfe  never  will  be  the  case— whe- 
ther the  Union  shall  not  protect  all  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  and  where  the  division 
line  shall  be  drawn,  1  am  not  now  tO|jbe  deterred 
from  a  support  of  this  bill  by  any  fearlhat  it  may 
hasten  that  remote  catastrophe,  or  throw  the  line 
west  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  or  the  MissisFippi^ 
or  the  AUeeanies;  rather  than  south,  to  the  Poto- 
mac, or  elsewhere,  between  the  South  and  the 
North.  I  go  into  no  such  speculations;  nor  am  I 
fearful  as  to  events  so  remote,  and,  it  is  believed, 
so  improbable.  On  the  other  hand,  if  really  proba- 
ble in  the  natural  course  of  civilization,  it  is  vain 
for  us  to  attempt  to  shun  or  delay  them  by  such  an 
impotent  ipeasure  as  neglecting  longer  to  le^fislate 
suitably  for  our  own  territory,  and  the  protection  of 
our  own  subjects. 

SPEKCH.OF  MR.  M.  BROWN, 

OP  TENNESSEE. 

In  the  House  of  Represenlatives^  January  3, 1843 — 

On  the  oill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  MILTON  BROWN  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows:  . 

Mr.  Speaker  :  It  is  neither  my  purpose  nor  desire 
to  enter  the  wide  field  of  general  politics  unex- 
pectedly opened  by  this  debate,  but  to  confine  n^- 
self  strictly  to  the  jading  question  of  repeal.    Iw^ 
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law  has  ever  been  more  misrepresented  or  misan- 
deratood  than  the  bankrupt  law  passed  at  the  eitra 
session.  Provisions  not  contained  in  the  law  have 
been  ascribed  to  it;  while  those  it  does  contain  have 
been  so  perverted  and  misrepresented  as  to  make  a 
i^lse  and  delusive  imi)ression  on  the  public  mind. 
In  its  enactments,  in  its  eeneral  provisions,  and  in 
lis  details,  in  iu  ^irit  and  meaning,  in  its  tenden- 
cies, and  in  its  practical  influences  upon  the  morals 
and  general  welfare  of  society,  it  has  everywhere 
been  misrepresented,  and  almost  everywhere  mis- 
understood. Its  plain  provisions,  calculated  and 
designed  to  protect  the  rights  and  advance  the  best 
interests  of  both  debtor  and  creditor,  savine  the 
former  from  oppression  and  the  latter  from  fraud, 
have  been  represented  as  adverse  to  all  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community.  A  thousand  popular 
prejudices  have  been  most  unjustly  waked  up,  hav- 
ing no  just  foundation  in  the  provisions  of  the  law 
itself,  but  springing  from  a  desire  oi  politicians  to 
operate  on  pending  popular  elections.  This  is  to 
be  regretteil — deeply  regretted — as  calculated  to 
mislead  the  popular  mind,  and  prevent  a  fair  and 
calm  decision  of  the  people. 

Before  the  late  presidential  election,  both  politi- 
cal parties  professed  themselves  in  favor  of  a  oank- 
rupt  law,  and  stood  committed  before  the  country 
for  its  passage.  The  proof  of  this  is  clear  and 
positive,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  recorded  votes, 
the  debates,  and  general  history  of  the  times.  Qen- 
eral  Harrison  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  candidates 
of  the  respective  parties  for  the  Presidency,  while 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  had  declared, 
by  their  votes  and  speeches,  iha^.  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  with  only  this 
difference:  Mr.  Van  Buren  thought  it  should  em- 
brace merchants  and  traders  only;  while  General 
Harrison  contended  that  it  ought  equally  and  with- 
out distinction,  to  extend  its  benefits  to  all  classes  of 
society.  Which  of  these  plans  is  preferable,  is  not 
my  purpose  now  to  examine;  certainly,  however, 
it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  plan  advocated  by 
General  Harrison  was  then,  and  is  now,  most  con- 
formable to  popular  sentiment.  It  is  my  sole  pur- 
pose, at  present,  to  show  that  both  Genera)  Harri- 
son and  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  the  open  and  avowed 
advocates  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  that  reported  the 
bill  of  1826;  and,  in  his  remarks  in  the  Senate  on 
that  bill,  avowed  himself  strongly  in  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  and  declared  he  was  in  its  favor,  (to 
use  his  own  language,)  "not  only  because  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  great  proportion  of  his  immediate 
constituents  desired  it,  but  because  he  believed  their 
ckuna  upon  Congress,  for  the  exercise  of  its  con- 
stitutional powers  in  this  respect,  could  be  sustained 
on  the  groimd  qT  policy  as  well  as  justice."  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  on  the  first  vote  taken,  voted  against 
the  bill— not  on  account  of  the  general  principle, 
but  on  account  of  a  feature  contained  in  it  which 
he  objected  to;  but,  on  the  other  friends  of  the  bill 
agreeing  to  remove  this  objection,  he  voted  for  the 
reconsideration,  and  he  and  General  Harrison,  side 
by  sid^,  voted  for  the  bill  on  the  question  of  en- 
grossment for  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Tyler  and |Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  the  candi 
dates  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  were  also  in  favor 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  have  since  reiterated  their 
opinions— the  former  in  a  message  to  Congress, 
the  latter  in  a  published  letter.  With  these  can- 
didates for  ilhe  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency, 
all  avowedly  and  openly  iu  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  did  the  respective  political  parties 
enter  the  contest  which  resulted  in  the  Whig  vic- 
tory of  1840.  If  the  question  was  not  fully  dis- 
cussed before  the  people,  it  was  because,  both  par- 
ties being  in  favor  of^  the  measure,  it  was  not  made 
a  matter  of  controversy.  Politicians,  then,  of  all 
parties,  saw  wisdom,  beauty,  good  policy,  and  hu- 
manity, in  a  bankrupt  law.  It  was  inscribed  on 
every  banner,  and  the  unfortunate,  and  the  friends 
of  the  unfortunate,  (who  were,  and  I  hope  now  are, 
far  more  numerous  than  the  unfortunate  them- 
selves,) were  told  that,  no  difference  where  victory 
might  perch,  the  passage  of  this  measure,  at  least, 
was  safie. 

But  the  proof  that  both  parties  in  that  contest 
were  for  a  bankrupt  law,  and  stood  pledged  for  its 
passage,  does  not  stop  here.  There  is  still  behind 
clearer  and  more  unanswerable  evidence,  not  only 
that  both  parties  were  the  avowed  advocates  of  the 
measure,  but  showing,  also,  what  were  the  princi- 
ples and  proposed  provisions  of  that  measure.  For 
this  I  refer  t^  ^be  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix of  18^.    Two  bills,  each  providing  for  a  uni-  | 


form  system  of  bankruptcy,  were  reported  to  the 
Senate,  emanating  from  the  two  political  parties. 
Mr.  Benton,  speaking  of  these  two  bills,  (see  Ap- 
pendix to  Congressional  Globe,  pa^  502,)  said: 

"Three  members  of  Uie  Judiciary  Committee 
have  reported  one  bill;  two  members  nave  reported 
another;  and  these  two  bills  emanate  from  the  two 
political  parties  which,  under  whatsoever  names, 
have  existed  in  thia  country  for  fifty  years." 

These  two  bills  were  reported,  one  by  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, (Whig,)  the  other  by  Mr.  Wail,  a  leader  of 
the  Van  Buren  party.  Afkr  giving  his  objections 
to  Mr.  Clayton's  bill — objecting  (o  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  was,  as  he  alleged,  partial  and  unequal, 
not  extending  its  benefits  alike  to  all,  and  limited 
to  two  years'  duration — Mr.  Benton  then  turned 
to  Mr.  Wall^  hill,  and  said: 

**The  other  (that  is.  Mr.  Wall's  bill)  is  a  gen- 
eral bill,  looking  to  the  rights  of  creditors  as  well 
as  to  the  relief  of  debtors — intended  for  the  future 
as  well  as  for  the  present  and  past — applicable  to 
corporations  as  well  as  to  pevsons— embracing  the 
compulsbry  as  well  as  the  voluntary  feature — and 
making  provision  for  those  who  are  not,  as  well 
as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and  tra- 
ders." 

Another  prominent  objection  urged  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton against  Mr.  Clayton's  Whig  bill,  and  reason 
why  he  preferred  Mr.  Wall's  Democratic  bill,  may 
be  seen  by  the  following  extract  of  bis  speech: 

"There  is  to  be  (said  Mr.  Benton,  referring  to  his 
objections  to  Mr.  Clayton's  bill)  a  line  of  division 
between  the  debtors — a  horizontal  line;  those  above 
the  line  are  to  have  relief— those  below  it  are  de- 
nied it.  This  results  from  the  amount  which  the 
debtor  must  owe  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the 
benefits  of  its  provisions.  The  bill  provides  for 
an  amount,  and  leaves  the  sum  in  blank.  Will  the 
reporter  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  (addressing  him- 
self to  Mr.  Clayton  of  Delaware,)  name  the  amount 
which  it  is  proposed  to  insertl 

"Mr.  Clayton  said  he  had  not  been  instructed  to 
move  a  particular  sum,  but  five  hundred  dollars 
had  been  mentioned  in  the  committee. 

"Mr.  B.  continued.  Five  himdred  dollars.  That 
was  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  committee,  and  no 
other  sum  is  mentioned  here.  Five  hundred  dol- 
lars must  be  considered,  then,  as  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  be  owed,  to  entitle  a  person  to  the  relief  of 
this  act.  Now,  this  is  arbitrary  and  unequal;  it 
cuts  off"  the  small  dealers,  the  persons  of  little  prop- 
erty, the  laborers;  it  cuts  them  off*  from  the  benefit 
of  the  act,  and  operates  as  an  encouragement  to 
people  to  go  largely  in  debt,  as  the  large  debtors  are 
to  be  relieved,  and  the  small  ones  not.  It  makes 
the  act  exclusively  for  large  dealers;  and  this,  con- 
trary to  the  principle  of  equality  which  is  profess- 
ed in  the  bill,  and  without  any  foundation  in  reason 
and  justice.  The  weight  of  debt  is  relative,  not 
absolute.  It  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  debtor's 
property,  and  not  upon  the  amount  of  the  debt.  To 
one  man«  a  debt  of  one  hundred  dollars  is  as  much 
as  a  hundred  thousand  or  a  million  is  to  another. 
To  one  man  five  hundred  dollars  is  as  much  as 
five  hundred  thousand  is  to  another;  and,  beyond 
question,  the  most  numerous  class  of  debtors  in  thq 
United  States  are  those  who  owe  less  than  the  min- 
imum proposed  in  this  bill.  But  these  small  debt- 
ors, numerous  as  they  are,  are  disregarded  and 
overlooked  by  the  bill.  They  are  to  work  out  their 
debts  in  sorrow  and  in  misery,  carrying  their  end- 
less load  to  the  grave;  while  the  dashers,  the  large 
debtors,  clear  out  theirs  by  a  declaration  and  sur- 
render." 

Again:  Mr.  Benton  said,  speaking  with  refer- 
ence to  the  coming  presidential  election: 

"I  do  not  think  the  present  session  the  propitious 
one  for  beneficial  action  on  this  subject.  Five  hun- 
dred thousand  voters,  demanding  the  passage  of  a 
law  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  must  have  an  influ- 
ence on  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  lawgiver,  as 
well  as  on  his  mdgment  and  conscience.  '  Since 
they  have  waited  so  long,  I  should  have  preferred 
a  delay  of  a  few  months  more.  Still,  the  subject 
is  before  us,  and  we  are  here;  and  I  am  willing  to 
act,  and  to  do  what  1  believe  to  be  my  duty,  i  am 
ready  to  assist  in  framing  an  act  which  shall  be 
general  in  its  provisions,  and  just  in  its  application; 
which  shall  do  justice  to  the  creditor  as  well  as  the 
debtor;  which  shall  apply^to  trading  and  money- 
dealing  corporations  as  well  as  to  trading  and  mo- 
ney-dealing individuals;  which  shall  be  compulsory 
with  reeardto  traders  and  dealers,  whether  natural 
or  artificial;  which  shall  be  optional  with  respect 


to  other  classes  of  the  community,  and  whicb  shafl 
distinguish  between  misfortune  and  nHacosdact.'* 

^  Again,  in  another  place,  be  adds:  "The  bill  of 
the  minority  (Mr.  Wall's  trill)  famishes  the  true 
basis  for  the  enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  direct  testuaony  of 
Mr.  Benton  on  two  points:  First,  that  Mr.  WaU% 
bill  originated  with,  and  emanated  from^  the  Vaa 
.Buren  party,  to  which  he  and  Mr.  Wall  belonged; 
and,  second,  that  it  furnished  the  true  basis  for  Uie 
enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system.  He  says 
"These  two  bills  emanate  from  the  two  political 
parties,  which,  under  whatsoever  names,  nave  ex- 
isted in  this  country  for  fifty  years."  He  also  say* 
that  Mr.  Wall's  bill,  emanating  from,  and  pat  forth 
to  the  country  by  the  Van  Buren  parly,  furai^ied 
"the  true  basis  for  the  en&ctment  ot  a  ttaiikrnpt  sys- 
tem." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  material,  in  tniciBg  the  gfa»TM^iftg 
of  parties  on  this  question,  to  know  what  were  the 
Democratic  features  of  this  Democratic  bill  n^orv 
ed  by  Mr.  Wall,  and  held  forth  to  the  anxioots  bops 
of  a  suffering  country  by  (the  Van  Boren  petty, 
during  the  pendency  of  the  presidential  ekotton. 
What  were  its  features?  Did  it  embraoe  the  pai^ 
as  well  as  the  futurel  Did  it  dischai;Ke  conineft 
made  before  the  passage  of  the  law's  Did  it,  in  t 
word,  contain  any  or  all  the  provisions  that  hart 
been  urged  as  objections  to  the  law  of  the  extra 
session!    The  original  bill  is  now  before  me.    Us 

frovisions  may  be  seen,  and  I  invite  inrestigatian. 
t  was  reported  in  April  preceding  the  presiacotiaL 
election,  by  Mr.  Wall,  as  the  organ  of  tne  minoriiy 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  is  Sena» 
bill  No.  324.  What  does  Mr.  Wall  himself  say  ctf 
this  bill,  which,  according  to  the  then  opiiuoi»  o( 
that  party,  was  the  true  baisis  for  the  enactment  ot 
a  bankrupt  law?  Mr.  Wall  says:  (Appendix  Qlobe. 
462:)     .  ' 

"It  is  intended  to  act  both  retrospectirely  and 
prospectively.  It  looks  qpon  the  past,  noC  to  caa> 
demn,  but  to  relieve.  T^e  whole  land  is  strewed 
with  the  wrecks  of  bankruptcy,  and  we  cannot  bdc 
in  any  direction  without  perceiving  the  jnfmm  ct 
flotsam  of  trade  cast  upon  thel  shores.  All  mint 
admit  the  fact,  however  much  ther  may  disagree 
as  to  the  caus^  that  the  state  of  things  has  resnli- 
ed  from  the  contractions  and  expansions  of  tlie  cor- 
rency;  and  that  the  fluctuations  growing  o«U  of  it 
have  impaired  all  business  dep^^ling  oix  prioes, 
the  hazards  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  conunerce 
and  trade.  The  best  energies  of  the  coomry  hare 
been  paralyzed;  the  brightest  visions  of  §pain  have 
disappeared;  and  the  wisest  and  most  pmdait 
schemes,  uniting  public  improvement  wuhiadi' 
vidual  interest,  have  perished,  as  if  by  nrngic,  ia 
the  universal  revulsion  that  has  desolated  the  coun- 
try. This  bill  proposes  to  cast  the  manUe  of  ob- 
livion over  the  past  conduct  of  the  debtor,  over  his 
acts  which  may  have  been  compelled,  or  the  pie(> 
erences  which  may  have  been  eztortec},  in  his  vain 
-struggles  to  prolong  his  existence  in  the  marts  of 
trade.    All  that  it  demands  from  the   debtor  who 


Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  lights  thrown  npoi 
this  subject  by  Mn  Benton  and  Mr.  Wall,  and  will 
the  bill  itself  before  us,  let  us  compare  its  fiBatoni 
with  the  one  passed  at  the  extra  session,  agaiut 
which  so  much  prejudice  has  been  excited;  and,  to 
effect  this  the  more  clearly,  let  us  trace  the  leadn^ 
objections  raised  to  the  bill  passed  at  the  extra  aefr* 
sion,  and  which  have  been  seized  upon  to  rmderit 
unpopular. 

The  first  and  chief  objection  to  that  law  has  been 
its  retrospective  operation— that  is,  its  operation  on 
contracts  entered  into  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
law.  Did  Mr.  Wall's  bill  contain  this  featnrel 
Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Wall  settle  this  in  the  affimtt- 
live.  Mr.  Benton  says  "it  was  intended  fbr  the  ^ 
ture,  as  well  as  the  present  and^  pasr.'»  Mr.  Wall 
says  "it  was  intended  to  act  both  retrospectivdy 
and  prospectively;"  that  it  looked  to  ''the  past,  not 
to  condemn,  but  to  relieve;"  thai  it  proposed  "K> 
cast  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  past  conduct  of 
the  debtor,"  and  that  all  it  demanded  mm  the  dete 
was,  "that  he  should  honestly  snrremter  what  li 
.  left,  however  small,  for  the  gener^  benefit  ^  Im 
creditQTs." 

It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  this  ^lUn  of  a  bttk- 
.rupt  law,  emanating  from  the  Van  Baroa  fcitf, 
and  promised  to  a  suffering  country,  in  the  eteitaf 
the  continuance  of  that  party  in  poweii  did«s4ciC9 


ran.  1«45^ 
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>ast  transactions;  it  was  designed  to  wipe  out  debts 
:oniractcd  before  the  passage  of  the  law. 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Benton  was  a  little  afraid  that 
»  many  voters,  who  were  unfortunately  ruined, 
ind  now  denoanding  relief,  might,  on  the  eve  of  an 
election,  have  an  undue  influence  on  the  "hopes 
ind  fears,"  as  well  as  the  "judgment  and  con- 
science" of  the  lawgiver;  and  he  preferred,  that  as 
hey  had  waited  so  long,  and  suffered  so  long,  they 
vould  wait  on,  and  suffer  on,  until  aAer  they  had 
^iven  their  votes  at  the  then  approaching  presiden- 
ial  election.  But  after  they  had  given  their  voles, 
ind  the  election  was  over,  and  the  danger  of  the 
•judgment  and  conscience"  of  the  lawgiver  being 
improperly  influenced  by  the  "hopes  and  fears" 
growing  out  of  that  election  had  passed,  ilien  these 
a  nfor  lunate  men  were  to  have  relief.  Yes,  relief! 
ft.Dd  that,  too,  at  the  hands  of  the  Van  Buren 
pany.  Not  relief  from  debts  that  might  be  con- 
racied  al^er  the  passage  of  the  law;  not  from  fu- 
ure  debt*— for  in  this,  these  unfortunate  men  had  no 
more  concern  than  others;  but  from  present  and 
past  contracts — from  debts  contracted  before  the 
passage  of  the  law.  And  this  promise  to  the  unfor- 
Lunate  was  not  allowed  to  hang  on  general  and 
vague  declarations;  but  the  bill  itself.  Democratic 
[Q  all  its  features,  and  emanating  from  the  hands 
of  the  Van  Boren  party,  was  held  up  to  the  hope  of 
those  whose  fortunes  had  been  wasted  by  the  sad 
reverses  of  the  times,  and  who  had  nothing  left 
bQt  their  good  names,  and  their  votes  and  in- 
fluence at  the  ballot-box.  Mr.  Benton  even  then 
declared  his  readiness  to  act,  and  lo  act  promptly: 
and  others  declared  the  same:  but  it  so  happened 
that  nothing  was  done.  Tne  subject  was  left 
open,  both  parties  professing  to  be  for  the  measure, 
and  standing  pledged  for  its  passage.  Did  we  then 
hear  of  the  demoralizing  consequences  of  a  bank- 
rupt lawl  Did  we  then  near  anything  of  this  effort 
now  making  all  over  the  country  to  degrade  and 
dishonor  those  who  ask  relief!  I^othin?  of  all  this 
was  heard.  It  was  then  regarded  by  all  as  right, 
virtuous,  and  honorable,  for  the  unfortunate  to  ask 
relief;  and  a  constitutional,  virtuous,  and  patriotic 
daiy  in  Congress  to  grant  it.  Seeing  tnis,  Mr. 
Webster  rose  and  congratulated  the  Senate  and  the 
country  that  this  subject  "did  not  connect  itself  with 
any  of  the  pany  contests  of  the  day;"  and  spoke  of 
it  "as  a  green  spot  in  the  midst  of  the  flery  deserts 
of  party  strife.*^ 

This,  sir,  is  the  manner  in  which  this  subject 
was  treated  by  all  parties  before  the  presidential 
election. 

And  here  let  me  pause,  and  ask  a  Question  obvi- 
ously suggested  by  these  facts.  I  invite  a  response 
from  the  candid  and  honest  of  all  parties.  Seeing 
that  both  parties,'  dating  the  presidential  canvass, 
had  promised  relief  to  the  unibrtunBte,  i^nd  given 
assurances  of  the  parage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  see- 
ing that  all  the  candidates  for  the  Brpsidency  and 
Vice  Presidency  had  inscribed  this  promise  on 
t)ielr  bannevB,  and  none  object6d  to  it;  seeing  that 
tW9  plans,  emanating  from  the  two  political  par- 
ties, both  retrospective  in  their  operation,  bad  been 
held  out  as  rivals  for  popular  favor, — was  not  the 
extra  session  of  Congress  bound  lo  conclude  that 
these  fads  had  given  undoubted  evidence  of  public 
opinion  on  the  subjecti  Add  to  this,  that  a  flood  of 
petitions  rolled  in  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
signed  by  men  of  all  parties— by  those  who  were 
insolvent  and  by  those  who  were  rich— and  pre- 
sented hefe  on  this  floor  by  members  of  all  parties, 
with  scarcely  a  petition  or  other  evidence  of  popu- 
lar opinion  on  the  other  side — was  it  not  reasonable 
la  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  public  judg- 
ment was  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law?  Sir,  this 
was  the  impression  made  on  my  mind;  and  1  doubt 
not  was  made  on  a  majority  of  the  House  at  the 
time.  Sir^  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  r^son 
why  many,  very  many,  of  the  opposition  on  this 
floor  voted  agamst  the  law,  was  not  because  of 
their  convictions  against  it;  but  because  of  a  deter- 
mination, founded  in  party  policy,  to  throw  the 
responsibility  of  all  naeasnres  on  the  Whigs.  But 
to>efurn. 

Another  objection  to  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  embraces  not  only  the  compulsory,  but  the 
vdhfOary  feature  also.  Mr.  Wall's  bill  did  the 
sftme;  for  which  we  also  have  the  direct  testimony 
of  Mr.  Benton.  He  says  it  eifibraced  **the  compul- 
sory as  well  as  the  voluntary  feaiture." 
.  Another  objection  to  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
16,  thai  It  inclodee  those  who  are  not,  as  well  as 
Jhose  who  arCj  merchants  and  traders.  Mr.  Wall's 
W  cli4  th«  smi^   It  included  all  classes— none 


left 


of  its 


wpre  leU  out  ol  its  provisions.  Mr.  Benton  said 
it  made  provisions  ^*for  those  who  are  not,  as 
well  as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and 
traders." 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  extends  down  to  sums  too  small,  Mr. 
Wall's  bill  extended  to  all  sums,  and  Mr.  Benton 
lauded  this  as  a  most  Democratic  feature;  it  was, 
indeed  and  emphatically,  the  poor  man's  bankrupt 
law— not  for  your  large  debtors  and  "dashers" 
merely,  but  for  small  debtors  also.  Yes,  sir,  and  I 
venture  to  say,  ilrai  if  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
had  failed  to  include  small  debtors,  and  had  been 
confined  to  large  ones,  it  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced a  most  odious  discrimination,  designed  to 
favor  large  and  reckless  speculators. 

Another  objection  to  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  discbarges  the  debtor  without  the  consent 
of  the  creditor.  Mr.  Wall's  bill  did  the  same.  The 
debtor's  discharge  depended  not  on  the  consent  of  a 
part  or  of  all  his  crecfitors,  but  on  the  decision  of  a 
court  and  jury. 

Again:  it  has  been  objected  that  the  provision 
under  this  law  of  the  extra  session,  allowing  the 
bankrupt  an  amount,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
not  in  any  case  to  exceed  $300,  was  too  liberal. 
Mr.  Walrs  bill  went  much  beyond  this.  It  allow- 
ed the  bankrupt  his  clothes,  &c.,  his  tools  of  trade, 
household  and  kitchen  furniture,  two  cows,  &c., 
^nd  also  all  that  was  allowed  by  the  insolvent  laws 
of  the  respective  States.  Not  only  this;  but  he  was 
to  tte  allowed  one  dollar  a  day  for  attendance  before 
the  court,  and  also  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per 
week  for  each  member  of  his  family,  for  their  sup 
port  for  a  ihne  not  exceeding  two  months.  And  if, 
ot  final  discharge  of  an  appeal,  the  bankrupt's  es* 
tate  paid  fifty  cents  in  the  dollar,  he  was  to  be  al- 
lowed five  per  cent,  of  his  estate,  provided  the  per 
cent,  did  not  amount  to  over  3>500.  Mr.  Wall's 
bill  was,  therefore,  far  the  most  liberal  in  its  allow- 
ance. If  the  bill  of  the  extra  session  in  this  respect 
was  wrong,  Mr.  Wall's  bill  was  still  worse. 

Another  objection  urged  to  the  law  of  the  exira 
session  is,  that  it  discharges  ibe  obligation  existing 
between  security  and  principal.  Mr.  Wall's  biU 
did  the  same.  Besides,  this  law  is  far  better  guard- 
ed against  fraud,  than  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Wall 
and  his  poliiical  friends.  This  law  excepts  out  of 
its  benefits  defaulters  to  the  Government— that  did 
not.  This  law  excepts  out  of  its  benefits  delinquent 
executors,  administrators,  guardians,  trustees,  &c. — 
that  did  not. 

I  might  trace  the  parallel  between  these  two  bills 
further;  but  it  is  useless.  My  purpose  has  been  to 
show — what  is  the  tact — that  every  feature  in  the  law 
of  the  extra  session  which  has  been  deemed  excep- 
tionable, and  has  been  seized  upon  and  perverted 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  unpopular,  for  politi- 
cal effect,  is  to  be  found  in  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Wall,  and  held  forth  by  the  Van  Bureu  party,  be- 
fore the  late  presidential  election,  as  the  bow  of 
promise  to  a  country  deluged  by  revolutions  and 
disasters.  I  might  do  more.  I  could,  by  pursuing 
the  parallel  between  these  bills,  show  that,  while 
that  of  the  extra  session  contains  no  feature  deemed 
objectionable  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  that  of 
Mr.  Wall,  it  is  far  better  guarded  against  frauds. 
But  this  1  leave  for  those  who  may  be  curious  to 
pursue  the  subject;  repeating,  however,  that  I  invite 
investigation. 

The  chid',  if  not  the  onlv,  di^^tinction  in  princi- 
ple, between  these  bills,  is,  that  Mr.  Wall's  included 
oanks  and  other  corporations; ^and  that  of  the  extra 
session  does  not.  But  all  will  agree,  that  the  law 
of  the  extra  session,  if  unpopular,  does  not  owe  its 
unpopularity  to  this.  Besides,  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  provision  in  Mr.  Wall's  bill  on  ihii;  subject 
would  have  been  entirely  inoperative.  It  provided 
that  any  State  might  release  its  banks  and  other 
corporations  from  the  operations  of  the  law,  This 
rendered  its  provisions  unequal  and  not  uniform, 
and  therefore  unconstftutlonal.  It  made  it  inope- 
rative and  useless,  because  the  States  would  gen- 
erally, if  not  always,  grant  the  exemption,  and  ren- 
der the  law  of  Congress  powerless. 

Having  tried  to  explain,  with  as  much  clearness 
and  fairness  as  I  could,  the  standing  of  all  parties 
on  this  question,  and  shown  that  all.  In  some  form 
or  other,  have  declared  in  favor  of  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  I  come  to  the  direct  question — 
ought  this  law  now  to  be  repealed^ 

The  power  to  pass  the  law  is  engrafted  into 
the  Constitution,  and  comes  to  us  w[  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers*  This  power 
was  conferred  on  the  Federal  Qovernmcnt  by  a 


vote  of  all  the  States  bat  one.  The  opinions 
of  Washington,  of  Madison,  of  Marshall,  and  a 
host  of  others,  constitming  a  large  majority  of 
our  greatest  and  best  men,  living  and  dead,  stand 
recorded  ia  favor  of  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  We  have  the  example,  in  some  form 
or  oijier,  of  every  commercial  nation  on  earth. 
Should  we  not  then  pause  before  we  hastily,  and 
under  an  excitement  raised  by  misrepresentations 
and  misunderstandings  of  its  spirit  and  object,  erase 
this  law  from  the  statute-book,  leaving  behind  it 
prejudices  deen  and  lasting  against  all  Taws  on  the 
subject,  that  will,  perhaps,  in  all  future  time,  cause 
this  wise  provision  of  the  Constitution  to  remain  a 
dead  letter!  If  the  law  is  defective,  ought  we  not 
to  amend,  rather  than  destroy  it? 

The  leading,  if  not  the  only  popular,  objections 
to  this  law,  have  been  drawn  from  its  retrospective 
action — its  operation  on  past  contracts.  Nearly  all 
have  declared  in  favor  of  a  law  to  operate  on  future 
contracts.  This  bill  for  repeal,  in  the  form  it  is 
likely  to  pass,  retains  the  retrospective,  and  only 
repeals  the  prospective  feature— that  is,  it  retains  the 
part  supposed  to  be  unpopular,  and  repeals  that 
which  IS  a  favorite  with  all  I 

The  first  operation  of  the  law  is  its  retrospective 
feature,  whicn  is  favorable  to  debtors:  its  second 
operation  is  its  prospective  feature,  which  is  favor- 
able to  creditors.  Why  allow  it  to  operate  in  part, 
and  then  repeal  itl  The  law  was  designed  as  a 
system  looking  to  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present 
and  the  past— looking  to  the  rights  of  creditors,  as 
well  as  debtors.  Why  allow  it  to  operate  in  favor 
of  one  class,  and  then,  by  repeal,  prevent  its  opera- 
tion in  favor  of  the  oiherl  This  laifr,  by  this  repeal 
bill,  is  in  danger  of  mutilation— in  danger  of  being 
rendered  useless,  if  not  injurious,  by  cutting  asun- 
der parts  essential  to  the  value  and  vitality  of  each 
other. 

It  is  not  designed  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  as  a 
whole,  but  to  repeal  one-half  of  it  onlv;  and  the  part 
proposed  to  be  repealed  is  that  which  is  objected  to 
by  no  one.  This  is  a  strange  state  of  the  question. 
An  excitement  has'been  gotten  up,  and,  for  political 
efi'ect,  this  law  has  been  misrepresented,  and  dis- 
torted, and  denounced,  all  over  tne  country,  as  par-» 
tial  in  its  operation,  and  discharging  debtors  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit  to  creditors.  Cred- 
itors, looking  only  at  the  first  operations  of  the  law, 
have  been  induced  erroneously  lo  suppose  it  inju- 
rious to  their  interests;  and  now,  before  that  part 
which  is  unquestionably  beneficial  to  them  caii^ 
be  brought  fairly  into  exercise,  andfnlly  understood 
by  the  country,  it  is  lo  be  repealed,  and  the  law  is 
to  be  prevented  from  vindicating  its  own  wisdom  by 
time  and  experience.  . 

Sir,  in  these  times,  so  sadly  out  c^  joint,  when  a 
temporary  triumph  in  a  popular  election  is  more 
looked  to  than  the  permanent  good  of  the  country, 
and  when  patriotism  in  the  breasts  of  matfy  is  ex- 
tinguished by  motives  of  party  and  personal  eleva- 
tion, it  is  not  remarkable  that  this  law  should  have 
been  misrepresented.  Though  blessed  with  but 
little  foresight,  1  foresaw  and  foretold  this  in  the 
remarks  I  made  on  the  bill  before  its  passajte  at  the 
extra  session.  I  hope  1  shall  be  pardoned  for  read- 
ing from  my  printed  speech  what  I  then  said.  After 
giving  my  general  views  on  the  subject,  I  said : 

*'I  know  that  it  takes  time  to  develop  the  opera- 
tion of  any  system.  The  people  have  to  learn  and 
become  accustomed  to  it.  In  order  profjerly  to  appre- 
ciate its  value.  I  know  this  system  will  go  out  like 
a  stranger,  who  must  not  expect  lo  gain  full  confi- 
dence before  ho  has  formed  his  acquaintance  in  the 
'community.  1  know,  sir,  that  a  thousand  preju- 
dices will  be  raised  against  it.  But  if  the  people 
will  sustain  iUuntil  it  has  passed  its  da3r  of  trial,  as 
I  believe  they  will,  jhe  consequences  will  be  happy 
and  glorious.  The  silent  but  potent  influence  of 
this  system  in  regulating  society,  and  in  improving 
the  morals  of  the  country,  mav  not  at  once  be  seen; 
but  in  the  end  it  will  be  developed,  and  its  power- 
ful influence  will  be  universally  acknowledged. 

*'Every  important  change  in  our  .social  condition 
must  meet  with  opposition.  It  breaks  in  on  pre- 
viously-formed opmions  and  long-established  habits 
of  thinking,  antl  must  therefore  be  for  a  while 
viewed  with  distrust,  and  regarded  by  some  as  a 
troublesome  intrudlr.  It  is  this  that  gives  me  the 
only  uneasiness  I  feel  about  this  measure,  in  the 
event  of  its  passage." 

Sir,  after  listening,  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
for  the  truth,  to  all  that  has  been  said  against  this 
law,  I  have  an  unchanged  opinion,  that,  ifsu>tained 
by  ijie  people,  and  allowed  to  remain  unrepealed 
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until  it  shall  have  been  tested  by  time  and  expe- 
rience, it  will  do  much  permanent  good. 

This  law,  in  its  brospective  operalioD»is  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  traua,  by  cutting  off  fraudulent 
conveyances  and  dishonest  preferences.  It  aims  a 
deadly  blow  at  all  conveyances  designed  to  defraud 
creditors.  It  subjects  the  debtor  wno  makes  them 
to  iis  compulsory  process,  and  gives  to  the  honest 
creditor  a  most  efficient  and  effective  remedy 
against  fraud  and  concealment. 

Again:  it  not  only  furnishes  the  most  powerful 
weapons  against  dishonestv,  -but  it  holds  out  the 
strongest  inducements  for  honesty.  In  this  it  will 
improve  the  morals  of  the  couptry,  and  save  many 
a  cheek  from  the  blush  of  guilt.  The  man  who 
has  been  in  affluence,  but  finds  himself  scathed  by  a 
stroke  of  misfortune,  too  often  finds  an  excuse  to 
his  own  conscience  for  concealing,  in  the  hands  of 
his  friends,  something  to  give  bread  to  those  who 
are  helpless  and  dependent  on  him.  This  is  wrong; 
but  many  will  do  it  as  long  as  the  law  allows  no 
final  relief  or  discharge.  If  the  creditor  gives  up 
all,  still  he  is  in  bondage.  The  little  he  may  earn 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  to  supply  the  wants  of 
those  dcnendent  on  him,  is  subject  to  be  t§ken.  In 
this  conaitioD,  he  yields  to  the  temptation,  and  con- 
ceals his  pr6perty.  This,  I  repeat,  is  wrong.  But, 
qask,  is  not  the  law  wrong  thai  leads  him  into  this 
temptatlonl  Is  it  not  better  to  say  to  him.  Give  up 
honestly  and  fuliy  all  you  have,  and  you  shall  go 
freel  will  he  not  give  up  alii  Will  he  not  be 
saved  from  temptationl  And  will  not  his  integrity 
be  preservedl  And,  I  will  add,  will  not  creditors, 
under  the  operation  of  this  motive,  acting  on  debt- 
ors, get  more  than  they  otherwise  would! 

This  law  provides  for  equality  in  th»  distribution 
of  the  debtor's  property,  and  forbids  unfair  and  un- 
just preferences  given  to  favorite  and  confidential 
creditors.  This  cuts  up  by  the  roots  the  largest 
and  most  fruitful  source  of  fraud  and  injustice.  Gto 
into  your  courts  of  chancery  and  of  law,  and  inquire 
what  opens  the  most  extensive  harvest  in  the  field 
of  litigation;  and  you  will  find  that  it  is  the  permis- 
sion which  the  law  has  heretofore  given  to  debtors 
to  divide  out  their  property  among  a  portion  of  their 
creditors,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  all  others.  A 
man,  for  example,  doing  an  extensive  business, 
finds  himself  in  sinking  circumstances,  and  imme- 
diately determines  to  save  his  friends— and  that, 
perhaps,  with  the  secret  understanding  that  they 
shall  save  him  from  the  danger  of  wanting  suffi- 
cient means  to  play  the  gentleman  upon.  An  as- 
signment, a  DQortgage,  or  a  deed  ot  trust,  is  ex- 
ecuted, by  which  all  his  property  is  at  once  trans- 
ferred to  those  confidential  ^creditors  and  friends, 
appointing  som^  one  in  the  confidence  and  under 
the  control  of  the  debtor  as  trustee.  And  it  is  very 
common  for  the  trustee  and  creditors  to  commence 
operations  by  appointing  the  debtor  himself  their 
agent  to  conduct  the  business  and  wind  up  its  con- 
cerns. Other  creditors,  seeing  this,  and  ieeling  the 
injustice  done  them,  go  to  law  for  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  their  rights:  bat,  in  the  end,  they  are 
generally  turned  oiu  of  court,  having  learned,  to 
taeir  cost,  that  the  law  tolerated  these  mortgages, 
assignments,  and  deeds  of  trust;  and  that  it  was 
within  the  sovereign  pleasure  of  the  debtor  to  give 
his  property  to  either  of  his  creditors,  though  it 
might  be  a  father,  a  brother,  or  a  son. 

Take  another  example  of  frequent  occurrence. 
A  man — a  merchant,  lor  example— in  casting  up 
his  accounts,  makes  the  unwelcome  discovery  that 
his  debts  exceed  his  credits— that  he  is  unable  to 
meet  his  engagements.  He  is  willing  to  give  up 
all  at  once,  it  that  would  discharge  him;  but  the 
State  laws  do  not  allow  this.  Though  nine-tenths 
of  his  creditors  should  agree  to  his  discharge,  the 
others  may  hold  him  in  bondage  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  Having,  therefore,  nothing  to  gain,  and 
much  to  lose,  by  bringing  his  business  to  a  close  and 
making  a  full  surrender  to  his  creditors,  he  becomes 
desperate,  and  resolves  to  go  on  and  put  every 
thing  to  the  hazard  of  a  bola  enterprise,  and  risk 
his  fortune  and  future  hopes  on  a  single  adven- 
ture. In  the  language  of^  a  distinguished  orator 
and  statesman  of  South  Carolina,  "If  he  should 
succeed,  he  is  saved^  and  if  he  fails,  he  can  only 
perish;  which,  as  ruin  alreadjf  stares  him  in  the 
face,  will  not  render  his  condition  much  worse  than 
it  ift*  Being  driven  by  the  force  of  circuhastances 
to  this  determination,  the  means  of  executing  it  are 
at  hand.  He  has  friends;  the  banks  are  open  to 
them;  loans  are  obtaintrd  by  means  of  endorsements 
pf  men  in  good  credit,  under  a  solemn  pledge  that, 
come  what  may,  there  shall  be  no  departure  from 


the  modem  code  of  honor,  which  makes  it  the  most 
sacred  of  duties  to  secure  the  friendly  endorser,  no 
matter  at  whose  expense,  or  at  what  sacrifice  of  feel- 
ing or  principle.  With  a  fictitious  eredit,  thus 
created  and  tnus  supported,  the  debtor  engages 
boldly  in  a  species  of^ commercial  gambling.  The 
luck  is  against  him,  and  his  doom  Ls  sealed.  But 
though  he  must  perish,  he  resolves  to  fall  with 
honor.  He  goes  into  the  market,  and,  on  the 
strength  of  the  credit  obtained  by  the  countenance 
of  his  friends^  possesses  himself«of  the  goods  of 
others;  then  fails,  and  assigns  his  whole  estate,  in- 
cluding the  goods  thus  obtained,  to  these  very 
friends,  and  leaves  all  others  to  their  fate." 

This  picture  every  one  of  observation  will  re- 
cognise as  true  to  the  life.  This  power  of  prefer- 
ring confidential  creditors  is  the  author  of  a  thou- 
sand gambling  speculations,  gotten  up  by  persons 
in  sinking  and  desperate  circumstances,  and  sus- 
tained by  fictitious  credit.  It  is  the  source  of  the 
splendid  failures  which  dazzle  and"  astonish  the 
commercial  world  with  the  masnaificence  of  the 
bubbles  that  have  bursted,  and  which  exhibit  such 
a  vast  disproportion  between  debtors'  property  and 
the  amounts  of  their  indebtedness.  Not  only  this: 
but  it  opens  the  widest  door  for  all  manner  of  fraud 
and  imposition  on  the  honest  and  unsuspecting, 
who  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  games  of  de- 
ception that  can  be  played  off  by  the  dishonest  and* 
fraudulent  gambler  m  commercial  adventures. 

This  law,  in  its  prospective  operation,  is  calcu- 
lated, in  a  great  degree,  to  chect  this  growing  and 
swelling  tide  of  evil,  which  is  pouring  its  bitter 
waters  over  the  land.  It  provides  for  equality  in 
the  distribution  of  the  debtor's  property,  forbids  un- 
fair preferences,  and  protects  the  mass  of  honest 
and  unsuspecting  creditors  from  the  cunnine:  and 
devices  of^  the  iew  who  usually  engross  all  the 
debtor's  property.  How  often  has  it  been  seen  that 
a  large  estate,  by  the  ma^c  concealment,  of  mort- 
gages, deeds  of  trust,  ana  secret  conveyances,  has 
been  swept  into  the  hands  of  confidential  friends, 
(perhaps  the  near  relations  of  the  bankrupt,)  or  into 
the  grasp  of  banks  and  other  moneyed  corporations, 
to  save  endorsers,  while  the  mass  of  creditors  get 
nothing!  Debts  contracted  to  raise  the  means  of 
wild  speculation  are  paid;  while  those  contracted 
for  the  produce  of  the  "sweat  of  the  brow"  of  the 
farmer  and  mechanic  go  neglected.  Not  only  this; 
but  it  often  happens  that  the  cotton,  the  tobacco,  the 
com,  and  the  wheat,  obtained  on  a  credit  from  the 

Slanter  and  farmer,  go  to  save  endorsers  or  confi- 
ential  friends,  while  those  who  raised  the  prod- 
uce from  the  soil  go  unrewarded— and  that,  too, 
in  many  instances,  where  these  very  endorsers  and 
confidential  friends  had  given  to  the  bankrupt  a 
fictitious  credit,  and  enabled  him  to  purchase  the 
property  of  the  unsuspecting,  under  the  cover  of 
this  deception.  Is  this  not  wrong?  This  law  is 
designed  to  put  an  end  to  this,  and  place  confidence 
and  credit  on  surer  and  juster  foimdations.  That 
the  speculator  and  money-dealer  should  oppose 
this,  is  not  so  remarkable;  but  that  the  mass  of^the 
people  should,  when  they  rightly  understand  it,  is 
impossible.  They  may  for  a  while  be  deceived— 
ana  that,  too,  by  those  who,  on  other  occasions,  and 
when  no  political  capital  was  to  be  made,  have  eu- 
logized the  law;  but  they  cannot  long  remain  de- 
ceived. Truth,  crushed  for  a  while,  will  re-estab- 
lish itself;  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  when 
they  understand  the  matter  rightly,  will  discover 
their  own  best  interests. 

It  will,  in  its  prospective  operation,  restrain  that 
system  of  suretyship  which,  while  it  seldom  does 
good,  or  benefits  any  one,  has  been  the  destruction  L 
of  thousands.  Cut  off  the  flaUering  promise  .of  ^ 
mortgages  and  deeds  of  trust  and  other  preferences, 
in  the  event  of  the  debtor's  failure,  and  you  give  to 
the  surety  or  endorser  a  good  reason  for  keeping 
his  name  offhis  friend's  paper;  or,  if  he  puis  it  there, 
it  will  be  upon  the  confidence  that  his  friend  can 
meet  all  his  engagements.  It  will  operate  as  a  re- 
straint upon  debtors,  and  hold  them  within  the  cir- 
cle of  that  legitimate  credit  which  is  the  soul  and 
life-blood  of  commerce  and  trade,  by  first  taking 
from  them  the  means  of  building  up  false  credit; 
and,  secondly,  b>'  giving  to  the  creditors,  through 
the  compulsory  process  of  the  law,  a  timely  check 
on  their  wild  extravagance,  fraud,  or  folly. 

Again:  this  law,  in  its  prospective  operation,  will 
restrain  excessive  credit.  Mortgages  and  deeds  of 
trust  are  the  very  pilhtrs  on  which  false  credit 
rest?.  The  only  legitimate  credit  which  is  safe, 
and  should  be  enconraffed,  is  that  which  rests  on 
a  confidence  in  the  abUity  of  the  debtor  to  pay  all 


his  debts.  That  is  false  aid  deloaive  which  reft 
on  mortgages  or  deeds  of  trust,  or  the  promise  d 
them,  giving  a  preference  to  part,  ther^yy  impliedly 
acknowledging  an  inability  to  pay  alL  The  secret 
promises  and  expectations  of  trusts  uul  other 
preferences  in  favor  of  confidential  credib>rs, 
are  most  powerful  elements  in  the  production  of 
excessive  credit,  and,  combined  with  otter  eanses, 
its  unhappy  fruits  may  be  seen  in  the  teeilation 
that  now  overspreads  the  land.  This  law,  nraek 
abused  as  it  is,  affords  the  best  remedy  for  this  dis- 
ease, and  will  do  more  good  than  all  the  nostrosB 
with  which  the  country  is  flooded.  The  evils  of 
excessive  credit  furnish  a  theme  for  every  poli- 
tician's tcngue;  and  yet  the  remedies  they  otter, both 
for  prevention  and  cure,  generally  strike  at  tte 
branches,  and  not  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  Let  the 
causes  of  excessive  credit,  to  which  1  have  adverted, 
be  checked  and  controlled  by  wise  legisUtioo;  au 
then  let  a  cmb  be  placed  on  the  irregnlarities  aad 
fluctuations  of  the  currency;  and  yon  will  do  mack 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of^the  revulsioos  and  dis^ 
asters  in  commerce  and  trade,  which  have  distia- 
guished  the  last  ten  years  as  a  most  onfortunaie  aod 
remarkable  epoch  in  our  history. 

I  might  refer  to  other  arguments  conneeted  witb 
the  prospective  operation  of  this  law;  but,  having 
spoken  on  the  subject  once  before,  my  object  now  is 
brevity.  I  voted  for  this  law  on  its  passase,  be- 
cause I  thought  it  right,  and  because  Lbefieved, 
from  all  the  liehts  I  had,  that  my  constituents  were 
for  it.  On  a  former  effort  to  repeal  it,  nee  havisf 
heard  anything  from  my  constituents  totbecoi- 
trary,  I  voted  against  the  repeal;  and  now  that  it  h» 

fone  into  operation,  and  had  its  effect  only  in  pan, 
feel  bound,  for  still  stronger  reasons,  to  voteasua* 
its  repeal.  A  repeal  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
likely  to  pass,  as  I  have  already  said,  would  onlj 
operate  on  that  part  of  it  whicn  1  have  nowhere 
heard  objected  to.  If  the  law  is  defective,  let  v 
amend  it.  I  will  go  heart  and  hand  with  those  who 
desire  that.  If  it  does  not  in  all  things  conlbm 
to  the  opinions  of  the  people,  let  ns  chainge  it  natil 
it  does;  W,  for  Heaven's  sake,  let  us  not  tear  a  hv 
from  the  statute-book,  and-  repudiate  prind|do 
which  we  have  all,  without  distinction  of  party, 
in  some  form  or  other,  in  times  past,  wamuy  ad- 
vocated. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  BARNABD, 

OF  NEW  YORK. 
In  the  Jfoute  of  RepreaentaUvetf  January  36, 
1S43 — On  the  Executive  plan  for  a  board  d 
exchequer. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Weji  mi 
Means,  with  a  resolution  adverse  to  the  Preaidenff 
plan  of  an  exchequer,  being  under  conaideratioB— 

Mr.  BARNAKD,  spoke  nearly  as  follows: 

Mr.  SpxAKEn:  If  I  supposed  that  die  aetion  of  this 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  cnrreiicy  was  to  md 
with  its  vote  on  the  resolution  now  befbn  as,  1 
should  not  feel  desirous  of  submitting  an j  raoiaib 
whatever  to  the  House  at  the  present  time.  I  ahnsM 
he  content  to  record  my  vote,  and  refer,  as  I  ahoald 
do  with  pride,  to  the  general  reasoning  of  tli0  this 
report,  presented  by  my  friend  and  coUeagne,  {Mr. 
FiixMoas,]  and  which  concludes  with  this  isnli* 
tion,  for  my  justification ;  though^  at  the  same  ttaa, 
it  is  proper,  parhaps,  I  should  say,  while  ma^a^ 
this  reference  ts  the  valuable  report  of  die  Comsiu 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that;  if  the  diieot  qwssrina 
before  us  were  now  upon  the  report  insteiai!  of  tks 
resolution,  I  should  find  it  necessary  to  dteent  froB 
tom^fUa  positions  and  arguments. 

But,  sir,  I  trust  we  are  not  to  stop  when  ws  hiw 
disposed  of  the  exchequer  plan  of  the  Executive  by 
Uie  adoption  of  this  resolution.  It  is  ri^it  sad 
proper  that  we  should  do  that;  hut  then  we  dionld  do 
something  more  if  we  can.  And  I  believe  we  ciB» 
and  ought,  to  agree  upon  a  plan  ef  ^relief  lor  the 
Government  and  countiy.  The  reaction  of  the 
Executive  plan  by  the  adoption  of  this  reaolutiaB 
will  dispose  effectually,  not  only  of  the  plan  m  Ih* 
particular  fohn  given  to  it  by  the  tall  sobmittsi  l^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bat  of  the  plan  in  As 
form  into  which  it  has  been  moulded  by  the  muMtt- 
tations  of  the  gentleman  from  Masssehaflall%  QSl 
CusRive,]  and  in  every  other  form  in  i4M  te 
substance  of  the  original  conoq>tion  might  te  i^ 
bodied.  Such*  at  least,  will  hatha  meaiiinf  of  Anvil 
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iiich  I  afaall  giire;  and  such,  I  have  no  doubt,  wiU  be 
te  meaning  of  the  vote  of  the  Houee,  nearly  unani- 
10U8  at  it  wiil  be.  This  done,  I  hope  the  House 
ill  proceed  promptly  to  consider  the  subject  in  Com- 
tittee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union^  taking 
p  for  that  purpoae  the  bill  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
lan  firom  MAssachusette,  [Mr.  Ousiii  ve,]  not  certain- 
'  with  any  idea  that  the  House  would  even  entertain 
lat  particular  bill,  except  as  affording  a  convenient 
lode  of  coming  to  the  consideration  of  some  one  or 
iher  of  the  plans  which  have  already  been  submit- 
d  and  proposed  as  substitutes  for  it.  The  plan 
kus  submitted  by  myself  a  few  days  ago,  I  shall  feel 
to  be  my  duty  to  urge  upon  the  notice  of  the 
[ouse;  and,  for  this  purpose,  if  the  gentleman  from 
[assachusetta  does  not  move  to  go  into  committee 
1  the  subject,  I  shall,  and  that  at  the  earliest  prac- 
cable  moment. 

This  Ccmgreas  has  twice  presented  to  the  Presi- 
anta  mearare  of  their  own,  on  the  subject  of  finance 
lid  dmency;  and  twice  has  the  Preodent  rejected 
leir  meaaure.  The  President,  in  turn,  has  presenU 
1  to  us  his  plan;  it  received  the  silent  veto  of  Con- 
ress  at  the  last  session,  and  now  we  propose  to  give 
our  true  constitutional  veto.  And  one  advantage, 
t  least,  will  follow  from  this  proceeding;  and  that  is, 
lat  ^  President  and  his  friends  in  this  Honsawill 
jam  by  it,  (what  they  do  not  seem  to  have  yet 
reamed  of,)  that  if  the  President  is  a  "fixed  constitu- 
onal  fact,"  as  the  gentleman  from  MassachusetU 
as  said.  Congress  is  a  **fixed  constitutional  hct 
Iso.  This  much  being  done  on  the  one  side  and 
D  the  other,  the  decks  veill  then  be  clear;  aiid  we 
an  all  look  about  us,  to  see  how  we  shall  steer  and 
Gul  the  ship  for  the  residue  of  this  present  voyage. 
Ve  know— every  intelligent  man  knows — ^that  noth- 
ig  can  be  done  between  Congress  and  the  President 
n  the  general  subject  before  u^  upon  the  basis  either 
f  our  plan,  which  is  a  bank,  or  of  his  plan,  which  is 
.  board  of  exchequer.  The  sooner,  therefore,  we 
ltd  clear  of  both,  for  the  present  Presidential  term, 
tie  better.  We  may  then  proceed  to  consider  some 
4an  different  from  eitEer,  to  serve  our  common  ob- 
Kts  for  the  time  being,  if  one  has  been,  or  shall, 
r  can  be  offered  worthy  of  our  consideration; 
nd  adopt  or  reject  it,  as  it  may  seem  to  deserve.  It 
'ill  be  Uie  object  and  tendency,  I  hope,  of  the  obser- 
ations  I  now  propose  to  submit  on  the  exchequer 
dieme,  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  favorable  considera^ 
ion  by  the  Hduse,  of  a  plan  for  relieving  the  treasu- 
ft  and  at  the  same  time  supplying  to  the  country  a 
ational  currency,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
nd  which  has  lately  been  laid  on  the  tables  of 
lembers  at  my  instance.  The  first  step  is  to  dis 
ose  effectually  of  the  exchequer;  and  I  proceed  to 
ubmit  some  observations  upon  it. 

When  we  had  a  bank  of  the  United  States  in  ex- 
(tence  and  operation,  it  was  found  to  perform  cer- 
kin  important  functions  for  the  Government  and 
^  country.  It  was  a  capital  fiscal  agent  for  the 
rovermnent.  It  was  a  safe  and  convenient  doposi- 
)ry  for  the  public  moneys;  it  kept  them,  transferred 
lem  from  point  to  point  as  required,  and  disbursed 
lem  as  directed.  It  was  our  commissioner  of  loans, 
nd  our  pension  agent.  And  theu,  in  the  course 
fits  own  appropriate  business  as  a  corporation 
ealing  in  money  for  profit,  it  furnished  the  country 
nth  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency,  and 
ath  cheap  exchanges;  checking,  at  the  same  time,  by 
n  easy  and  natural  operation,  the  State  banks, 
nd  keeping  them  in  a  healthy  condition  and  move- 
aent  We  (the  majority  in  Uiis  Congress)  thought 
dat  another  bank  of  the  United  States,  better  guard- 
d  than  the  last,  and  rendered  perfectly  safe,  might 
lave  been  established,  with  all  the  advantages  which 
he  country  had  experienced  from  the  last.  The 
'fixed  constitutional  fact''  of  the  President's  con- 
icience  stood  in  the  way;  and  we  have  been  obliged  to 
^ield.  What,  then,  was  to  be  donel  The  employment 
)f  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  as  the  means  of 
supplying  national  currency  and  exchanges,  in  the 
manner  once  adopted  and  tried  by  General  Jackson, 
lad  been  discarded  and  abandoned;  and  Mr.  Tyler  had 
10  idea  that  there  was  any  other  mode,  or  terms,  in 
tvhich  they  could  be  advantageously  employed.  But 
tie  was  of  opinion,  after  discarding  both  a  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  the  State  banks,  that  there  was 
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Still  another  kind  of  agency  by  which  all  the  bene- 
fits and  services  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States 
could  be  attained;  free,  at  the  same  time,  from  all 
constitutional  and  .  other  difficulties  and  objections. 
And  he  undertook  to  devise  such  an  agency.  It 
was  not  to  be  a  corporation — least  of  all  a  bank ;  yet 
it  was  to  be  an  agency,  with  some  sort  of  independ- 
ent existence;  it  was  not,  at  any  rate,  to  be  (he 
Government  itself,  but  acreature  of  the  Government, 
made  to  serve  the  Grovemment  and  the  country  just 
as  a  corporation  or  bank  would. 

Well,  sir,  the  President  has  offered  us  what  he 
calls  a  board  of  exchequer,  with  its  agencies;  and  it  is 
just  what  every  man  of  sagkcity  knew,  beforehand,  it 
must  be.  It  is  no  independent  agency  at  all,  though 
carefully  named  and  described  as  if  it  was.  It  is 
simply  a  plan  by  which  the  Executive  Government 
itself  undertakes  to  perform  all  the  functions  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  Executive  Gov- 
ernment is  to  keep,  transfer,  and  disburse  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  to  receive  the  money  of  individuals  on 
deposite,  to  supply  paper  for  currency  and  commer- 
cial exchanges,  and  to  regulate  the  State  bank 
currency. 

For,  what  is  this  board  of  exchequer  and  agenciesi 
Why,  an  Executive  department,  or  a  bureau  or  branch 
of  an  Executive  department,  composed  of,  and  con- 
ducted by,  officers  of  Executive  appointment,  accord- 
ing to  the  constitutional  mode  of  appointment  It 
is  to  be  established  "in  the  Treasury  Department" 
It  may  be  considered  a  part  of  tha|  department,  or 
independent  of  it:  this  is  immaterial.  It  is  either  a 
new  Executive  department,  or  it  is  a  branch  of  a 
department  already  existing;  and  it  is,  in  its  rela- 
tions to  the  Government,  just  what  the  Post  Office 
is,  or  the  General  Land  Office,  or  the  War  or  Navy 
Department  And,  considering  aome  of  the  functions 
which  it  is  to  perform,  it  certainly  offers  to  our  con- 
sideration something  quite  new,  not  only  in  this 
Government,  but  in  any  other  that  I  have  ever  heard 
ofl  I  have  before  heard  of  Governments  dealing 
with  individuals,  in  money  and  other  things,  on 
Government  account;  but  this  is  the  first  time,  I 
think,  it  was  ever  proposed  that  a  Government 
should  formally  enter  into  the  business  of  dealing 
with  individuals,  in  money  and  commercial  exchan- 
ges, on  individual  account;  only  for  the  convenience 
and  benefit  of  individuals  in  the  trading  and  com- 
mercial community,  and  for  a  profit  to  the  Govern- 
ment! I  shall  have  occasion  to  advert  again,  before 
I  conclude,  to  the  question  of  the  competency  of 
this  Government  to  enter  upon  any  such  enterprise. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  wish  the  House  to  understand 
precisely  what  this  board  of  exchequer  and  agencies 
is,  and  what  it  is  to  do. 

The  board  of  exchequer,  with  its  agencies,  then, 
is  ati  executive  department  of  thia  Government s 
and  it  is  contrived  to  act  in  two  very  distinct  ca- 
pacities, which  it  is  important  to  note. 

In  one  capacity,  it  is  an  executive  treasury  -with 
9ub-trea9uriea.  This  is  for  the  transaction  of  Gov- 
ernment business— of  business  on  Government  ac- 
count 

In  the  other  capacity,  it  is  an  executive  commer^ 
cialbank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  And  this  is 
for  the  transaction  of  business  wholly  and  exclu- 
sively on  individual  account,  and  for  Uie  accommo- 
dation of  the  trading  public. 

Let  us  pass  by  the  bank  for  a  few  moments,  while 
we  look  at  this  executive  treasury — for  an  executive 
treasury  is  a  very  different  thing  from  that  "treasury 
of  the  United  States"  which  was  established  under 
the  law  of  1789.  Under  that  law,  a  treasurer  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  safekeep- 
ing of  the  public  money — not  vith  the  keeping  of 
the  money  in  bis  own  personal  custody.  Such  a 
construction  of  his  duty  was  never  dr^uned  of  in 
the  pure  days  of  the  Republic,  and  no  corrupt  prac- 
tice of  that  sort  was  ever  attempted.  But  this  is 
the  precise  c^ect  of  this  executive  treasury  scheme. 
Executive  officers— officers  appointed  by  the  Exec- 
utive, and  indebted  to  him  for  their  places — are  to 
be  the  personal  holders  of  the  public  treasure.  In- 
stead of  one  treasurer  keeping  the  public  funds,  by 
a  safo  system  of  deposite  in  banks,  there  is  to  be  a 
legion  of  treasurers,  with  commissions  from  the  Ex- 
0<^tive,  holding  the  money  in  their  own  hands. 


And  this  is  the  main  puipose  of  the  exchequer,  so  6r 
as  it  is  designed  for  the  transaiftion  of  buaness  on 
Government  account 

Let  us  look  a  little  at  the  history  of  this  qoertioa 
of  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  under  tfa« 
Constitution,  (1789,^  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  was  charged  with  keeping  the  public  moneys, 
under  the  genenl  superintendence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  the  head  of  that  department. 
How  or  where  the  money  should  be  kept,  was  not 
then  prescribed  by  law;  nor  efierwards,  till  1816. 
The  Treasurer  was  left  to  choose  his  own  mode  of 
keeping  it,  on  his  own  responsibility,  subject  only  to 
such  control  of  the  Secretary  as  was  due  to  his 
office,  to  which  belonged  the  general  administration, 
of  the  finances. 

The  Treasurer  at  once  adopted  the  mode  of  keeping 
all  moneys  in  State  banks,  of  which  some  three  or 
four  were  then  in  existence.  Neither  he,  nor  any« 
body  else,  at  that  day,  dreamed  of  any  other  way; 
it  was  a  matter  of  course,  and  must  have  been  to 
understood  when  the  law  was  passed. 

In  the  next  session  of  the  same  Congress,  the- 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established,  and 
that  bank  and  its  offices  were  immediately  em- 
ployed as  depoflitories,  though  not  to  the  entire  ex- 
clusion of  State  banks.  The  Treasurer  was  not  re- 
quired by  law  thus  to  employ  this  bank;  it  was  a 
matter  of  course  that  he  should  do  so. 

In  1794,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  treasury,  and  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
moneys  adopted  by  the  Treasurer.  The  oommittee^ 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  its  chairman,  made  an  elaborate 
report,  showing  that  the  whole  sulject,  in  all  its 
bluings  and  aspects,  had  been  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated; setting  forth,  in  minute  detail,  the  whole 
plan  of  keeping  and  managing  the  public  revenues, 
and  fully  approving  of  it  I  will  re»d  a  brief  extract 
from  that  report : 

'The  Tr«asnter,  punuant  to  geoersl  direcdoDi  from  the  Bee- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  keepe  the  pablic  mooeyt  under  hk  con- 
trol in  the  eeveral  banks.  FomieNy.  the  banks  ofNorth  Amer- 
ica, New  York,  MaMaehusKts,  aod  Bfarylaod,  were  plaees  of 
deposite.  At  present,  the  public  monevs  are  kept  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  BUtes,  and  its  several  offices  of  discount  and  de- 
posite at  Boston,  New  Yoik,  fialiimore,  and  Oharlastoo,  sod 
In  the  Bank  of  Providence.  Ths  7Vea«urer  has  never  anif 
public  money  in  his  possession  or  custody^  which  Ss  not^  m 
Jaet,  deposited  in  bank,  fromths  moment  his  possession  or 
custody  eommenees,  liU  it  esases,  by  the  disbursemsnt  of  it, 
for  public  purposes;  except  in  the  case  of  bank  bills,  orders 
upon  individuals.  Ax.,  heretofore  enumerated,  or  remittances 
from  tlie  supervisors  of  the  revenue  an«l  c^lleelorB  of  ths  cus- 
toms, to  the  Treasurer;  and  thoee,  al»o,  immediately  after  th» 
receipt  of  them,  constitute  (leposiien  in  bunk,  to  ths  credk 
of  the  Treasurer*.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  qfflcer  of  ths  department  besides  the  Trsasmsr^  never 
has  the  possession  or  custody  of  <tny  of  the  public  money,  ^c 
Ami  the  posvewion  or  custody  of  the  Treasurer  is,  ss  already 
slated,  exercifcd  through  the  banks." 

Sir,  when  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  expired  in  1811,  the  Treasurer  did  not  diango 
the  mode  of  keeping  the  money,  except  that  Stale 
banks  were  employed,  as  they  had  been  before 
that  bank  was  created.  He  had  now  neariy  one 
hundred  banks  to  select  from;  and  before  another 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  created,  he  bad  about 
two  bundled  and  fifty  to  select  from.  This  em- 
braced the  period  of  the  war,  and  during  this  peiiod 
all  the  State  banks  south  of  New  England  suspend- 
ed specie  payments.  And  yet  all  this  while  these 
very  suspended  banks,  in  common  with  others,  were 
made  the  depositories  of  the  Treasurer;  for  those  tbua 
used  by  him  were  known  to  be  just  as  solvent 
after  their  suspension  as  before;  and  all  this  while 
no  new  legislation  took  place  on  the  subject  Con- 
gress and  the  country  well  knew,  and  were  well 
satisfied  to  know,  that  he  still  employed  banke  as 
depositories,  as  he  had  done  from  the  beginntng. 

On  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  1816,  it  was  one  of  the  privil^^  oon« 
ierred  on  that  institutbn  that  it  should  have  the 
public  depoaites;  of  which  it  could  only  be  deprived 
by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
for  reasons  which  should  be  promptly  submitted  to 
Congress.  This  was  the  first  act  ever  passed  by- 
Congress  which  designated  any  particular  place  for 
the  public  moneys;  and  yet  jt  will  be  perceived 
that  the  mode  of  keeping  was  still  unchanged.  It 
was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  this  law  to  inter0lre  with 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  OM)de  of  keepo^ 
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'  This  WS0  a  cont^.  with  the  bank,  in  coni&dere- 

■  lion  of  the  services  required  of  it,  and  the  heavy 

bonus  which  had  been  exacted  of  it;  and  the  Treag- 

urer  executed  this  contract  by  making  the  bank  his 

principal  depository. 

In  this  situation  things  remained  till  1833,  when, 
by  the  direct  interposition  or  order  of  the  Execu- 
tiye,  the  public  moneys  were   removed  from  the 
vaults  of  this  bank,  and  were  placed  again  in  the 
State  banks.    Here,  still,  so  fiur  as  the  law  was  al- 
lowed to  operate,  the  moneys  were  still  in  the  charge 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  kept  on  deposite.   Certain  it  is, 
nobody  else  was  appointed  by  law,  or  allowed,  to 
keep  the    moneys,   but    the  Treasurer.    The    re- 
moval, however,    took    place  under  strange   and 
'  alarming  circumstances;  and  it  was  deemed  necoe- 
Mury,  in  order  to  reduce  the  possession  of  the  moneys 
onc6  more  to  the  certain  custody  of  the  law,  and 
reclaim  them  from  the  violent  seizure  of  the  Exec- 
Qtite,  to  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which 
State  banks  should  be  selected  and  employed  as  de- 
positories.   This   was  done  in   1836.    There  was 
then  a  very  large  surplus  in  the  treasury,  which  was 
eagerly  sought  after  by  the  banks,  to  be  used  in  their 
business;  and  it  became  a  source  of  immense  polit- 
ical influence  and  corruption  in  the  hands  of  the 
EzecutiTe.    By  this  act,  it  was  designed  to  hold  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directly  responsible,  not 
to  the  Executive,  but  to  Congress  and  the  country, 
ibr  the  proper  selection  of  depositories  which  he 
was  to  make^  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
law;  Whilst  all  depositee  were  still  to  be  made,  as  be-  * 
fore,  td  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  who  was  still,  by 
the  act  of  1789,  the  sole  official  keeper  of  the  public 
Inoney. 

In  1837,  at  a  session 'of  Congress  specially  called 
to  take  care  of  the  Government  in  the  emergency 
which  had  then  arisen—for  there  was  again  a  gen- 
eral suspension  of  specie  payments^Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  proposed  to  change  entirely,  in  principle  and  in 
fact,  die  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money  which 
liad  prevailed,  without  an  hour's  exception,  from 
the  origin  of  the  Government.  He  proposed  to 
place  the  public  moneys  in  the  personal  custody  of 
officers  appointed  by  the  Executive.  This  recom- 
mendation finally  prevailed  in  the  last  year  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's. administration,  and  his  plan  was  es- 
tablished by  kw.  Upon  this  measure  he  was  de- 
feated as  acaiididate  for  re-election  to  the  Presiden- 
cy, and  a  complete  political  revolution  was  efiected. 
The  law  establishing  the  sub-treasury  was  then  re- 
pealed— ^having  been  in  existence  about  one  year 
from  the  4th  of  July,  1840.  The  act  of  1836  was 
also  repealed;  and  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
.again  stood  upon  the  act  of  1789,  where  it  stands  to 
this  day.  The  Treasurer  is  still  charged  with  this 
important  duty,  and  banks  are  now  employed  as  de- 
positories, according  to  the  ancient  and  approved 
practice  of  the  Government  A  report  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  last  session,  at  my 
instance,  names  the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  are 
now  kept,  (or  were  at  that  date,)  and  the  terms  on 
which  they  are  employed.  As  always  heretofore, 
the  public  funds  are  deposited  in-  the  banks  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  from  which  they  can  be  drawn 
only  by  warrant  of  law.  The  banks  perform,  if  re- 
quired, the  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  and 
pension  agents,  and  they  transfer  the  funds  where- 
ver they  may  be  required,  and  all  without  charge  to 
the  treasury. 

This  redtal,  sir,  shows  what  the  system  of  keejHng 
the  public  money  now  is,  and  that  it  is  just  what  it  has 
been  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  with 
the  single  exception  of  one  year  in  Mr.  Van  Buren*s 
time.  Why  should  Congress  be  asked  to  change 
the  mode  now,  when  it  had  prevailed  for  fifty-two 
x>utof  the  fifty-three  years  that  the  Government  has 
existed?  Above  all,  why  should  we  be  asked  to 
give  up  this  mode,  for  that  which  was  adopted  under 
the  late  administration,  and  which  was  so  signally 
and  promptly  condemned  and  rebuked  by  the  people? 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  were  now  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Government,  and  if  the  question  were  put  to  us 
now  for  the  first  time,  How  shall  the  public  money 
be  kept?  The  answer  of  every  man  of  sense  would 
be,  Let  the  Government  keep  its  money  just  as  any 
^dent  and  discfodt  individual  in  private  life  would 


keep  his  money.  It  is  prudent  and  safe  for  the 
Oovemment  to  do  in  this  matter,  just  what  it  would 
be  prudent  and  safe  for  any  such  individual,  or  for 
any  well-conducted  public  or  private'  body  or  corpo- 
ration, to  do  under  the  like  circumstances. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  this  countiy  a  practice  on  this 
subject  of  almost  unbroken  uniformity,  which  goes 
fiir  to  settle  at  once  what  is  wise  and  what  is  unwise 
in  regard  to  it.  It  is  impossible,  on  a  question  of 
this  nature,  appealing  so  directly  to  thcl^hest  pecu- 
niary interests  of  those  who  have  to  act  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  in  a  manner  to  rouse  all  their  faculties 
to  the  utmost  vigilance  and  caution — ^it  is  impossi- 
ble that  there  should  be,  throughout  this  whole  coun- 
try, and  in  all  departments  of  business,  publicTand 
private,  a  particular  practice,  settled  by  common 
and  universal  consent,  though  with  nothing  like  ac- 
tual concert,  without  establishing  in  every  right* 
thinking  mind  the  conviction  that  that  practice  is 
founded  in  true  wisdom. 

Sir,  such  a  practice  may  be  said  to  have,  in  some 
sort,  the  sanction  which  belongs  to  the  settled  max- 
ims of  the  common  law — the  sanction  of  general 
assent  founded  on  general  experience.  It  has,  in 
truth,  a  still  higher  sanction,  not  altogether  unlike 
that  which  belongs  to  the  principle  of  morality  it^ 
self;  for  though  it  have  not  a  common  sentiment  and 
feeling  in  its  favor,  like  that  which  determines  the 
right  from  the  wrong  in  a  moral  question,  it  is  con- 
firmed by  a  kind  of  instinct,  which  is  scarcely  less 
shrewd  and  discriminating  where  a  question  of 
pecuniary  interest  is  concerned.  No  intelligent  and 
well-informed  man  in  this  country,  even  now,  with 
the  general  distrust  of  banks  which  prevails,  intrusts 
the  keeping  of  his  surplus  cash  to  individual  hands — 
unless  it  be  to  some  individual  banker  of  high  repute 
and  of  established  wealth — ^when  he  can  find  a  con- 
venient bank  of  tolerable  credit  to  receive  it  And 
the  same  is  true  of  private  and  public  bodies  and 
associations. 

I  have  stated  already  what  the  practice  of  this 
Government  has  been  from  its  organization.  I  will 
not  speak  positively  as  to  all  the  States,  though  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  one  where  the  practice  is  not 
substantially  the  same  as  under  this  Government 
If  there  be  an  exception,  gentlemen  can  name  it 
As  a  general  rule,  the  treasurers  of  States,  of  coun- 
ties, of  cities,  and  towns,  of  societies  and  associa- 
tions, fiterary,  charitable,  and  political,  the  treasu- 
rers and  cashiers  of  corporate  bodies  other  than 
moneyed  corporations  are  never  intrusted,  from 
choice,  with  the  personal  custody  ofthe  surplus  mon- 
eys under  their  charge.  As  to  individuals  and  firms 
in  business,  or  retired  capitalists,  it  is  a  thing  quite 
unknown  for  them  to  keep  any  considerable  sums  of 
surplus  and  unemployed  money  on  hand,  or  in  the 
personal  custody  of  their  agents,  when  diey  can  find 
a  convenient  bank  of  fair  repute  to  receive  it  for  safe- 
keeping. The  same  practice  prevails  with  all  our 
judicial  bodies,  in  relation  to  money  paid  or  brought 
into  court 

And  what  earthly  reason  is  there  why  this  uni- 
versal practice,  this  rule  of  good  sense  and  sound 
discretion,  should  be  departed  from  in  the  case  of  this 
Government?  Are  the  officers  and  agents  of  this 
Government  likely  to  be  better  selected,  and  more 
honest  and  trustworthy  men,  than  the  treasurers 
and  other  money  agents  selected  by  States,  societies, 
corporations,  and  individuals?  All  fact  and  all  ex- 
perience are  against  such  a  supposition. 

To  say  the  least,  this  Government  has  had  its  full 
proportion  of  unfaithful  and  dishonest  men  employed 
in  its  service.  There  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
wliich  would  sufier  in  the  comparison  with  it  in  this 
respect;  nor  scarcely  a  company  or  corporation,  much 
as  is  said  about  dishonesty,  fraud,  and  embezzlement 
among  such.  I  doubt  if  the  late  Pennsylvania  Bank 
ofthe  United  States  itself  was  worse  served,  in  the 
article  of  faithful  and  honest  agency,  than  this  Gov- 
ernment has  been  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen 
years.  Corruption,  peculation,  and  fraud,  have 
crept  in  everywhere.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  apply  for  office,  nor  the  best  of 
diose  who  apply  who  receive  office;  it  is  not  uncom- 
monly the  wor«t  of  all  the  candidates  for  a  particular 
place  that  succeeds.  It  is  the  brazen,  the  obsequi- 
ous, the  unprincipled,  the  broken  in  fintone  and 


repntation,— these  are  the  sort  of  men  to  be  the  a^ 
cessful  candidates  for  Government  fiivor  and  petna- 
age.  And  they  are  successful  oflentimes  wtdigst 
any  particular  fault  on  the  part  6f  the  appointiBi 
power,  which — ^in  modem  times,  at  least  is  apt  i» 
surround  itself,  or  to  be  surrounded,  with  selfish  aai 
fawning  flatterers  and  false  frieojis,  who  pndia 
towards  it  every  species  of  systematic  deceptioB  aad 
cajolery.  There  is  in  this  countiy  a  growing,  rot- 
lees,  morbid  anxiety  to  get  into  public  office.  Ai 
sure  as  a  man  shows  himself  unfit  to  aaiiage  la 
own  aflairsy  or  to  get  a  living  by  his  piufcwBiun  or 
his  trade,  so  sure  is  he  to  become  an  appticut  for 
office.  And  I  doubt  if  there  be  a  worse  mSboA  of 
morals  than  is  found  in  public  oflice  under  ^ 
Government,  this  side  the  penitentiaries  of  the  eeaa- 
try.  Many  an  honest  man  is  matriculated  in  office, 
who  is  graduated  a  rogue;  and  if  a  rogue  takes  office, 
he  is  ten  times  a  rogue  before  he  leaves  it  Scanat; 
any  man's  morals  are  improved  by  his  nipwismi 
in  the  administrative  places  of  the  GownaMBt; 
though  some,  no  doubt,  retain  their  iniegntj  m  spile 
of  all  temptations.  It  is  not  an  uncommiMi  fosfiis 
among  those  who  seek  and  obtain  theae  offices,  thii 
the  public  and  the  Government  are  fit  eoljeets  of 
plunder,  and  that  he  is  a  fool  who,  cmoe  wil^aa  ife 
pale,  does  not  enrich  himself  and  eacape  with  aD  tb 
valuables  he  can  lay  his  hands  on. 

No;  the  Government  of  the  United  SCatee  ahavid 
be  the  last  to  intrust  its  money  for  keeping  to  Ik 
hands  of  individual  agents  selected  and  apfwiaiei 
by  itself.  Others  may  make  good  selections;  Gov. 
emment  in  these  times  cannot  The  very  quafiliB 
which  it  requires  to  win  its  favor — the  qnaHtiM  wbid 
have  made  or  may  make  the  c^didate  us^u!  to  ths 
administration — are  not  such  as  are  apt  to  Gonstitale, 
or  to  consist  with  high  character.  Govemment 
officers  ought  not,  on  every  principle,  to  be  infratri 
with  public  money  for  one  fiuthing  beyond  what  ■ 
absolutely  unavoidable.  And  this  is  prociwJy  tht 
rule  of  wisdom,  which,  under  the  lead  of  tfie  win 
and  pure  men  of  the  Revolution,  has  prevailed  mn- 
formly  under  the  Govemment,  with  the  exoeplioB 
ofthe  single  condemned  experiment  to  whidt  I  hsvt 
before  adverted. 

Besides,  sir,  it  is  a  safe  rule  to  intnut  the  keepieg 
of  large  sums  of  money  to  no  individual  handa,  when 
it  can  be  avoided.  There  is  something  in  the  voy 
touch  which  seems  to  contaminate.  Saj  what  wa 
will  of  human  virtue,  men  are  not  to  be  trusted  witk 
the  personal  custody  of  large  amounts  of  other  meo'i 
money;  it  is  a  cruel  experiment,  let  it  be  tried  whsa 
and  where  it  will.  Suretyship  cannot  make  it 
safe,  with  all  the  cruel  vicarious  sufiforing  whick 
that  system  inflicts  on  the  innocent  Nor  can  penal 
enactments  make  it  safe — though  that  ia  the  bert 
security,  perhaps,  the  case  admits  of— «nj  mocethaa 
die  sight  of  die  penitentiary  and  the  gibbet  candelv 
from  other  crimes. 

No;  the  best  and  safest  system  of  keeping  mousy 
which  the  wit  of  man  has  devised,  is  that  of  depoots 
in  banks.  This  involves  a  system  'of  snietyshifv 
which,  without  any  personal  TespaotStal&tj  of  sloci* 
holders  beyond  their  respective  shares,  ia  as  oompists 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  it,  without  being  unjust  Is 
anybody.  A  corporation  is  a  person  that  cannot 
run  away;  its  officers  and  agents  may  embezzle  and 
fly,  but  the  corporation  remains,  and  its  whole  coital 
stands  pledged  to  answer  for  the  faith  and  integiitf 
of  all  in  its  employ.  And  it  is  certainly  troe,  that 
even  this  whole  capital  may  be  exhausted  by  fraad 
and  peculation,  and  the  corporation  itpelf  may  haL 
But  it  is  equally  true,  as  riiown  by  a  public  docnmcBt 
firom  the  Treasury  Department,  that  ofthe  hondreds 
upon  hundreds  of  millions  of  public  money  deposited 
in  banks  from  1789  to  1837,  only  half  a  million  was 
ever  lost  by  the  insolvency  of  ^e  banks;  whfle  in 
the  same  period,  of  the  coUectors  and  otfaen,  offiecfs 
of  the  Government,  receiving  and  disbaraing  pidifie 
money,  2,760  became  defriulters,  and  aboat  five 
millions  were  thereby  lost  to  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  executive  treasury  is  just  die 
old  condemned  sub-treasury  over  again;  waA  dis 
plan  of  placing  the  public  funds  in  the  heads  sf 
Ckivemment  officers  for  personal  keeping,  la  Ae 
substance  and  main  feature  of  both.  But  tfaiiMw 
propoaed  is  vastly  the  most  objectimiabie  of  d^  two. 
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considered  solely  with  reference  to  this  question  of 
koeping  the  public  money. 

Under  Mr.  Van  Boren's  sub-treasury,  his  officers 
vrere  to  keep  only  the  ordinary  surplus  revenues  of 
the  Government  The  officers  of  the  present  sub- 
treasury  are  to  have  the  handling  and  keeping  of 
'vastly  greater  sums.    They  begin  with  the  surplus 

,  revenues  amounting  (say)  to  three  millions.  Then 
they  are  to  have  in  possession  a  redemption  fund  in 
specie  of  five  millions,  for  the  fiAeen  millions  of 
treasury  notes  issued  to  creditors — all  which  notes, 
by  the  way,  must  first  pass  through  their  hands. 
Here  would  be  eight  millions  in  hand,  under  the 
operation  of  the  exchequer,  if  confined  strictly  to 
Government  business.    But  then  come  the  bank- 

,  ing  powers,  under  which  the  Government  is  to  deal 
with  individuals  on  individual  account  And  here 
there  is  to  be  another  redemption  fund  of  five  mil- 
lions of  specie,  for  the  fiite^  millions  of  certificates 
of  deposite  issued  to  private  d^>ositorB.  Then 
there  will  be  the  habitual  surplus  on  hand,  of  cash 
received  for  exchange  sold — amounting,  perhaps,  to 

.  three  millions; — all  the  money  amounting  to  one 
hundred  millions  in  a  year,  xnore  or  less,  for  ex- 
change sold  having,  in  the  mean  time,  passed 
through  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  exchequer. 
And,  finally,  there  will  be  the  amount  habitually  on 
hand,  of  the  proceeds  of  five  millions  of  stock,  issued 
to  supply  the  exchequer  with  capital  to  be  employed 
in  the  purchase  of  exchange;  this  amount  may  be 
(say)  two  millions.    Of  course,  I  do  not  pretend  to 

,  fpYt  more  than  approximate  sums  in  any  of  these 

.  esses.  They  are  near  enough  to  show  that  this 
treasury  and  sub-treaAuiy  scheme  contemplates  the 
«ctual  and  hjibitual  keeping,  by  personal  manual 

.possession  of  executive  officers,  of  an  amount  of 
cash  (principally  gold  and  silver)  not  less  than  some 
fifteen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  milUons  of  dollars!  The 
improved  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
contemplates  the  keeping  of  twenty  millions  of  hard 
cash  ibr  a  redemption  fund  alone!  And,  beddes 
the  capital  and  surplus  moneys  habitually  on  hand, 
these  exchequer  schemes  enable  and  require  these 
executive  officers  to  handle  and  possess,  receive  and 
pay  out,  in  the  business  of  deposite  and  exchange 
which  they  are  to  transact,  it  may  be  a  hundred,  it 
may  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  in  a 
jear;  for  every  dollar  of  which  the  Government  and 
people  are  responsible,  and  for  which  they  can  have 
no  security  beyond  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  doubts 
ful  suretyship  and  the  honesty  of  their  officers! 
Sir,  whoever  else  may  be  in  favor  of  such  a  scheme, 
I  am  not,  and  never  can  be. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  eardinal  Whig  doctrine,  that 
all  vnaeeessary  increase  of  the  executive  power  of 
thk  Government,  already  vast,  overshadowing,  and 
corrupt,^-!  speak  plainly,  and  mean  to,— must  be 
opposed.  But,  for  myaeAt,  sir,  though  a  Whig,  I 
chali  never  be  found  opposing  any  manifestly  neces- 
atarj  at  usefol  measure,  merely  because  it  involves  an 
in^ease  <^  patronage.  And  I  am  firee  to  avow  that, 
were  there  no  other  difiiculties  in  the  way,  I  should 
not  oppose  the  President's  exchequer,  merely  be- 
cause it  involved  the  necessary  increase  of  execu* 
tive  officers.  The  Government  cannot  be  carried 
on  wtdioat  administrative  agents,  and  a  great  many 
of  them;  and  I  would  never  stop  one  essential 
wheel  in  its  vast  mschtaery,  simply  because  it  re- 
^pnves  an  agent  to  watch  and  tend  it,  and  the  ap- 
potntOMnt  of  tiiat  agent  is  so  much  added  to  exeo- 
nlive  patronage. 

But,  in  the  present  case,  it  n  to  be  remarked, 
ihat  there  is  something  more  to  be  considered  than 
liaraly  the  number  of  new  officers  to  be  appointed, 
«nd  the  amount  of  Aetr  salaries  to  be  paid.  These 
officers  are  to  hold  the  most  delicate  and  seductive 
of  an  public  trusts.  They  are  to  come  into  posses- 
gion  of  large  sums  of  money,  not  merely  to  handle 
and  hold,  but  actually  to  trade  and  traffic  upon;— of 
this  I  shall  have  something  more  to  say  shortly. 
There  is  something  in  the  very  fact  of  an  officer 
being  known  to  be  intrusted  with  the  personal  pos- 
•eaeion  of  h6avy  sums  of  money  by  Government, 
which  gives  him  importance,  and  weight,  and 
fway  in  the  commu^ty,  and  over  the  popular 
tnind;  even  though  it  be  well  known,  at  the  same 
tiaitytfaathe  cannot  le^^aliy  use  or  employ  a  dollar 


of  it  for  his  own  or  others'  advantage.  His  opin- 
ions on  public  afiairs  have  something  of  the  solidity 
and  weight,  in  popular  estimation,  of  the  pondrous 
money  bags  and  chests  on  which  he  sits.  And  be- 
fore I  can  ever  consent  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  large  number  of  executive  officers  of  this  de- 
scription, r  must  have  strong  proof  of  the  vital,  the 
almost  indispensable,  necessity  of  the  measure  which 
calls  for  their  services. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  this  executive 
treasuiy ,  on  the  score  of  political  principle,  of  a  still 
higher  and  stronger  kind;  which  I  advert  to,  lest,  by 
omitting  aU  allusion  to  it,  I  should  be  deemed  to 
acquiesce  in  the  argument  by  which  it  is  sought  to 
be  obviated.  By  placing  the  public  moneys  in  the 
manual  keeping  of  officers  of  executive  appointment, 
as  proposed  by  this  measure,  I  do  not  say  there  is 
an  actnal  union  of  the  purse  with  the  sword  in  ex- 
ecutive hands;  but  I  do  say  that  that  union  is  ap- 
proximate, and  that  the  thin  legal  partition  which  is 
interposed  may  be  very  easily  broken  down.  It  is 
true,  according  to  the  law,  that  ''the  President  can- 
not touch  a  dollar  of  the  public  money,  by  his  own 
authority,  nor  change  its  custody;"  and  that  ''who- 
ever shall  come  to  the  exchequer  for  money,  must 
show  the  law  of  Congress  under  which  he  comes; 
and  no  payment  can  be  made  but  in  compliance  with 
such  law."  All  very  true;  and.  yet  all  this  is  no  an- 
swer to  the  rule,  wluch  requires  that  neither  the  ex- 
ecutive nor  his  officers  shall  have  the  personal  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money.  In  one  important  sense, 
their  custody  is  his  custody;  and  so  it  has  been  ex- 
pressly claimed  to  be  by  high  political  authority  in 
eur  own  day.  And  the  rule  referred  to  is  precau- 
tionary; it  looks  ahead,  to  some  alarming  conjunc- 
ture in  our  public  affikirs,  when  some  bold,  popular 
chief  and  President,  having  his  army  in  the  field  to 
meet  a  threatened  war,  or,  perhaps,  at  the  cIom  of  a 
contest,  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  has  covered 
himself  and  his  imny  with  glory,  shall  be  tempted  to 
try  his  hand  at  the  establishment  of  an  imperial  dy- 
nasty in  his  own  person  and  fiimily;  when  he  might 
call  on  his  brave  soldiers,  shortened  i(i  pay,  per- 
haps, and  sufiering  injustice  at  the  hands  of  an  un- 
grateful country,  which  they  had  defended  and 
saved  by  their  valor  and  their  blood — ^like  the  Amer- 
ican army  at  die  close  of  the  Revolution ;  when  he 
might  call  on  them  to  follow  him,  their  companion 
in  arms  and  commander,  to  conquer  by  their  swords 
that  justice  for  themselves  which  was  denied  them 
by  their  country.  It  is  to  a  state  of  things  like  this, 
that  the  rule  referred  to  looks  forward,  when  noth- 
ing shall  be  wanting  to  consummate  the  ambitious 
designs  of  the  bold  and  unprincipled  leader,  but  the 
ways  and  means— the  money  for  the  enterprise; 
and  when  he  might  find  the  public  moneys — all 
that  belonged  to  the  public  treasury,  whether  five  or 
twenty  or  fifty  millions  of  good  gold  and  silver — ^not 
deposited  in  independent  banks,  which  would  refuse 
to  yield  it  up  to  his  demand,  but  in  the  hands  of  his 
own  officers  and  agents,  appointed  by  his  authori- 
ty, devoted  to  his  interests,  and  ready  to  do  his 
wilL 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  hasten  now  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  this  exchequer  bojurd  and  its 
agencies,  considered  as  an  executive  commercial 
bank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  The  earnestness 
with  which  the  original  report,  made  to  Congress 
in  bdialf  of  the  exchequer,  denies  and  protests  that 
this  IB  no  Government  bank — a  course  which  has 
been  followed  with  more  than  equal  earnestness  and 
zeal  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
^  CusBiilo}-^emonstratee  plainly  enough  that  the 
friends  of  this  measure  regard  a  Government  bank, 
as  exceptionable  and  indefensible,  and  that  they 
would  not  dare  openly  to  advocate  before  the  coun- 
try any  such  proposition.  This  is  well,  and  it  argues 
a  deference  to  the  Constitution  and  to  p<4>ular  sen- 
timent, in  these  quarters,  which  may  yet  prove  the 
salvation  of  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  on  this  important  matter  of  fact,  I  take 
issue  with  these  gentlemen,  one  and  all;  and  I  con- 
fess myself  not  a  little  astonished  when  I  consider 
what  intellect  and  what  learning  have  been  applied 
to  the  question,  that  even  doubts,  much  more  that 
positive  opinions,  should  have  been  expressed  from 
such  qitarters  against  the  idea  that  it  was  any  part 


of  this  exchequer  scheme  to  establish  a  Government 
bank.  The  point  is  too  plain  for  argument  or  opin* 
ion.  It  is  a  thing  paljpable  to  every  vision,  standing 
out  in  bold  relief  on  the  face  of  the  schraie,  and  can* 
not  be  taken  or  mistaken,  either  for  nothing  or  fiir 
anything  else.  It  is  not  a  bank,  because  it  mdces  no 
diBceunts!  And  it  is  not  a  bank,  because  it  is  not  a 
joint^stock  company!  Well,  let  those  who  argna 
thus,  enjoy  their  opinions;  thank  God,  there  is  lit- 
tle danger  that  such  opinions  can  be  propagated. 

I  affirm  that  thii  scheme  d^ee  propose  a  Govern- 
ment bank,  with  all  the  elements  essential  to  a  bank. 
The  bank  is  to  be  conducted,  too,  by  Government, 
as  a  corporaHoriy  just  as  other  corporations  condttct 
their  banking  operations — through  the  agency  of 
ofiicers  and  derks  of  its  own  appointment  It  is  to 
dealinth  individuaU,  on  individual  account,  aa 
any  other  bank;  an4  though  it  may  not  be  sued,  yet 
it  can  sue  in  the  name  ^  the  corporation'^nuniti^t 
the  Government 

• 

I  put  out  of  consideration  here,  the  issues  to  credit- 
ors; these  are  made  on  Government  account,  and 
thii  may  be  a  legitimate  business  for  Government  to 
transact  Besides,  these  issues  belong  not  to  tha 
bank,  but  to  the  sub-treasury  part  of  the  scheme. 
And  this,  by  the  way,  constitutes  the  only  essential 
difference  between  this  sub-treasuiy  and  that  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  latter  contemplated  the  use  of 
coin  only,  as  the  sole  currency  to  be  used  between 
the  Government  and  its  creditors  and  debtors;  thou^^, 
as  is  well  known,  this  feature  in  the  plan  felled 
utteriy  in  practice,  and  bank  paper  and  bank  checka 
were  used  instead,  almost  exclusively.  The  suh- 
treasury  offered  to  us,  provides  for  the  use  of  Gov- 
ernment paper  to  be  issued  to  creditors,  and  to  h% 
receivable  for  all  public  dues. 

I  also  put  out  of  consideration  here  all  dealings 
in  exchange  on  Government  account.  All  tUa 
belongs  also  to  the  sub-treasury  part  of  the  exche- 
quer. The  power  to  buy  and  sell  exchange,7br  the 
trane/er  of  the  public  revenueo,  has  been  often  ex- 
ercised, and  it  was  part  of  the  authority  an«essly 
given  under  the  sub  treasury  of  Mr.  Van  Boieiir 
All  this  Government  has  done,  and  may  do;  though 
it  is  a  power  subject  to  great  abuse,  and  liable  to 
atrong  objections. 

I  desire,  then,  that  it  may  be  distinctly  understood 
that  I  do  not  charge  that  this  exchequer  schema 
includes  a  Government  bank,  because  the  board  and 
its  agencies  are  to  receive  depositee  of  public  money, 
or  revenues  nor  because  it  is  to  issue  convertibia 
paper  in  payment  to  the  public  creditors f  nor  bo- 
cause  it  may  draw  drafts,  or  buy  and  sell  exchangee^ 
for  the  transfer  of  Government  funds  for  Gov* 
emment  use.  These  are  operations  analogous  to 
banking  operations;  but  it  ii  not  on  account  of  dieae 
operations  that  I  find  a  Government  bank  in  tha 
powers  conferred  on  the  board  of  exchequer  and  its 
agencies.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  does  the  feet  that 
these  operations  have  been  carried  on,  aAd  may  ha 
carried  on  (if  they  may^  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, tend  to  prove— wnidi  was  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cvshi  va,]— 
that  whatever  other  commercial  operations  anido- 
gous  to  these,  in  mere  matter  of  form,  but  totally  dis- 
tinct in  substance,  object,  and  character,  the  Govern- 
ment may  carry  on,  yet  it  will  not  conduct  the  proper 
business  of  a  true  commercial  bank.  The  genUeman 
from  Massachusetts  says  this  cannot  be  a  Govern- 
ment bank  on  account  of  the  exchequer  receiving 
depositee,  because  the  treasury  always  receives  de- 
positee; nor  on  account  of  its  issuing  paper  for  curren- 
cy, because  that  the  Treasury  Department  has  done, 
and  may  do;  nor  on  account  of  its  buying  and  selling 
exchange,  because  that  also  has  been  done  by  tha 
Treasury  Department  when  it  was  no  bank.  But 
all  this  ii  arguing  (if  there  be  argument  in  it)  with- 
out advancing  us  one  step  towards  a  conclusion. 
It  is,  in  e£fect,  declaring  that  Government  may  estab- 
lish an  agency  of  Government  officers  to  conduct 
all  the  operations  of  a  commercial  bank— not  on  Gov- 
ernment account,  but  wholly  on  individual  account, 
just  in  tiie  manner  of  any.  private  bank  or  banker; 
atid  yet  that  agency  cannot  be  a  Government  bank, 
because  it  is  the  Government}  or  a  part  of  h. 

But  let  «s  see  what  thia  Govexnii^nt  mgchiiM  if 
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io  do,  and  then  le{  ai  detormine  whether  it  be  ft 
bank  or  not 

And,  first,  it  is  to  carry  on  the  bnsinese  of  receiv- 
ing on  private  depodtes  ni^ney,  gold  and  silver, 
<<the  property  of  individuals,  to  be  held,  as  in  other 
cases  of  deposit  made  by  individuals,  for  conve- 
nience and  security;"  and  for  diese  private  depositee 
it  is  to  issue  certificates  of  depositee  charging  a  pre- 
mium therefor  not  exceeding  the  one-half  of  one  per 
cent  The  certificates  outstanding  at  any  one  time 
must  not  exceed  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  they 
are  to  be  prepared  eo  as  to  circulate  as  bank  money, 
or  cunenc^. 

Now  this  is  precisely  the  business  transacted  by 
the  Bank  of  Amsterdam;  and  this  was  its  principal, 
if  not  its  only  business.  It  was  not  a  bank  of  dis- 
count; it  did  not  loan  a  dollar  of  money;  it  did  not 
deal  in  exchanges.  The  original  subscribers  deposit^^ 
0d  their  coin,  which  was  of  short  weight,  and  re- 
ceived a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank  equivalent  to 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coin;  and  diese  credits  were 
bank  money;  and  all  payments  of  considerable  suras 
Were  made  in  this  baiik  money,  by  the  transfer  of 
credits  firom  the  name  of  the  debtor  to  that  of  the 
creditor.  The  bank  also  received  on  deposite  the 
money  of  individuals,  placing  an  equivalent  of  bank 
money  tolhe  aecount  of  the  depositor,  with  a  small 
deduction  only  for  profit  and  expenses,  and  giving 
him  a  receipt  payable  to  bearer.  This  was  the  sum 
of  the  business  of  the  bank;  and  was  the  Bank  of 
Amsterdam  a  bank,  or  was  it  not?  The  Bank  of 
Hamburg  operates  in  the  same  way  to  this  hour;  and 
is  the  Bank  of  Hamburg  a  bank,  or  is  it  not?  And 
if  they  are  banks,  why  is  not  this  board  of  exchequer — 
ccmducting  this  identical  business  in  the  same  form, 
wholly  on  individual  account — why  is  this  exchequer 
not  a  bank? 

But  the  exchequer  is  to  deal  in  exchanges,  solely 
on  individual  account  It  may  buy  exchange,  re- 
stricted only  to  bills  running  from  State  to  State, 
and  to  such  as  shall  be  payable  in  thirty  days  from 
date  or  from  sight  With  these  restrictions  only,  it 
may  purchase  exchange  to  an  amount  limited  only 
by  its  means,  and  the  offers  which  shall  be  made. 
And  it  may  discount  also  the  bills  which  it  buys, 
only  taking  care  that  it  do  not  take  more  than  eight 
per  cent  for  both  interest  and  exchange.  And  all 
this  it  may  do,  not  in  any  manner  on  Government 
account,  or  connected  in  the  remotest  degree  with 
the  management  of  the  proper  revenue  and  funds  of 
Government ;  but  solely  and  exclusively  on  indi- 
vidual account,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
trading  and  business  community. 

And  then  the  exchequer  may  tell  exchange  to 
any  amount  for  which  a  demand  may  exist — receiv- 
ing the  money  of  individuals,  and  furnishing  to  them 
commercial  bills,  just  as  other  banks  and  bankers 
furnish  such  bills;  and  all  this,  not  for  the  Govern- 
ment, or  on  Government  account;  but  for  individ- 
uals, and  on  individual  account  The  only  restric- 
tion is,  that  the  premium  charged  for  this  busijiess 
shall  not  exceed  two  per  cent 

Such,  and  so  vast,  is  the  business  to  be  done  by 
this  bank,  under  the  powers  conferred  on  the  board 
of  exchequer — all  of  it  a  legitimate  banking  business, 
precisely  such  as  is  commonly  transacted  by  banks 
and  bankers,  and  all  to  be  done  on  individual  accoimt — 
and  yet,  this  is  no  bank! 

And  this  is  no  bank,  because,  afler  all,  it  is  only 
receiving  depositee  and  giving  paper  for  Uiem;  or  it 
is  only  selling  or  buying  exchange.  And  all  this  the 
Treasury  Department  has  done,  and  may  do  again, 
and  yet  be  no  bank.  But  has  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ever  received  private  deposites,  "the  property 
of  individuals,  to  be  held,  as  in  other  cases  of  de- 
posites made  by  individuals,  for  convenience  and 
security,''  and  issued  paper  to  circulate  as  currency 
upon  such  private  deposites?  And  has  the  Treas- 
ury Department  ever  dealt  in  exchanges,  buying  and 
selling  bills,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accommodation 
to  individuals,  and  to  enable  such  individuals  to  an- 
ticipate or  transfer  their  funds?  If  this  Government 
or  any  other  Government,  had  ever  attempted  a  bu- 
siness of  this  sort  before,  there  might  be  something 
in  the  ailment.  But  what  is  it  to  the  purpose, 
when  we  charge  that  if*  the  Government  deals  in 
private  deposites,  and  in  bills  of  exchange  wholly 
pQ  individual  account,  it  conducts  the  proper  business 


of  a  bank — ^what  is  it  to  the  purpose  to  reply,  that  the 
Government  does  deal,  or  has  dealt  and  may  deal, 
in  deposites  and  exchanges  on  Government  account, 
and  for  the  management  of  its  own  proper  revenues 
and  funds?  Does  it  follow,  therefore,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment may  deal  in  deposites,  and  exchanges  on 
individual  account;  and  that  in  so  doing,  it  does  not 
conduct  the  proper  business  of  a  bank? 

Sir,  this  sort  of  reasoning  leads  to  very  strange 
conclusions.  The  Government  sets  up  an  ofiicial 
agency  to  deal  in  mon^  and  exchangees,  just  after 
the  manner  of  a  bank,  and  in  no  manner  or  degree  for 
Government  account;  and  that  agency  is  not  a  bank, 
because  the  Government  may  and  does  deal  in  mon- 
ey and  exchanges  in  its  own  proper  business.  Wtell; 
the  Government  buys  and  sells  real  estate,  and  buys 
and  sells  merchandise  for  Government  account,  and 
in  the  transaction  of  its  own  proper  business:  can 
Government,  therefore,  estabtish  an  ofiicial  agency 
for  dealing  and  trading  in  real  estate,  or  in  merchan- 
dise, in  no  manner  or  degree  for  account  of  Govern- 
ment and  yet  deny  that  it  is  a  speculator  or  a 
trader? 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  can  be  no  plainer  proposition 
than  that  this  exchequer  scheme  includes  a  regular, 
out^and -out  Government  bank— an  executive  commer- 
cial bank  of  deposite  and  exchange— to  be  conduct- 
ed by  this  Government  as  a  corporation,  through  its  ^ 
own  officers,  wholly  on  individual  account,  and  pre- 
cisely in  the  manner  of  any  other  bank.  It  may 
transact  a  banking  business  in  a  single  year  equal 
to  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  In  discounting 
paper  in  the  form  of  bills,  in  buying  exchange,  and 
in  selling  exchange,  though  terms  are  prescribed, 
yet  there  is  latitude  enough  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment— the  administration  for  the  time  being — to  dis- 
tinguish, among  its  customers,  between  its  friends 
and  its  enemies;  bestowing  fEivors  upon  some,  and 
imposing  hard  or  uncomfortable  terms  upon  others. 
It  may  discount  paper  on  easier  terms  than  its  neigh- 
bor banks;  it  may  buy  exchange  at  a- higher  premi- 
um, and  may  sell  exchange  at  a  lower  premium,  than 
the  market  price.  And  it  is  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment that  is  to  do  all  this;  and  we,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  are  to  give  the  authority.  The 
Executive,  through  officers  deriving  their  places  from 
him,  is  to  deal  and  trade  in  money  and  commercial 
paper  to  the  tune  (it  may  lie)  of  a  hundred  millions  a 
year,  with  individuals  all  oyer  the  country,  and  with 
the  whole  trading  and  commercial  community. 
Liberty!  Liberty!  what  has  become  of  that  jealous 
spirit  which  once  made  the  American  people  so 
watchful  for  freedom,  and  filled  them  with  alarm  and 
indignation  at  the  slightest  encroachments,  or  the 
offered  blandishments  of  Executive  power! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  time  to  ask  soberly  and 
seriously  after  the  power  of  this  Government  to  deal, 
as  a  banker,  in  money  and  exchanges,  in  the  way 
and  manner  proposed.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
some  gentleman  rise  in  his  place  and  maintain 
the  naked  proposition,  that  this  Government  has  the 
constitutional  authority^  for  this  kind  of  business.  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  argument  that  I  may  under- 
stand in  what  particular  clause  in  the  Constitution 
the  authority  is  found,  or  from  what  particular  or 
what  general  power  it  is  derived.  A  power  to 
deal  and  trade  in  money  and  commercial  paper,  as 
here  proposed,  is  a  substantive  power,  in  no  manner 
incident  merely  to  some  other  power,  so  far  as  I  can 
discover.  This  Crovernment  has  full  authority,  of 
course,  for  the  management  of  its  own  revenues  and 
funds;  and  it  may  manage  its  revenues  and  funds 
itself,  by  its  own  proper  officers,  or  it  may  create  a 
bank  or  a  fiscal  agent  for  that  purpose*  If  it  create  ^ 
a  bank  for  this  purpose,  it  may  give  to  it  all  the  or- 
dinary powers  of  a  bank,  to  enable  it  to  maintain  an 
independent  existence  as  such.  It  may  authorize 
the  hank  to  receive  private  deposites,  to  discount 
paper  and  loan  money,  to  issue  currency,  and  to  deal 
in  exchanges.  All  these  powers  are  appropriate  td 
a  bank,  and  some  or  all  are  essential  to  its  existence 
as  a  bank.  It  cannot  be  a  bank  without  them,  or 
some  of  them.  It  must  have  an  independent  cor- 
porate existence;  it  must  have  capital;  and  it  must 
transact  business  enough  in  its  proper  line  to  live 
upon.  But  does  it  follow,  therefore,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  may  turn  banker,  as  a  corporation ; 
set  apart  a  capital  to  trade  upon;  ind  conduct  all 
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the  variousand  complex  bunneas  and  operatioas«f 
a  bank?     These  operations  are  ^>propriate  an^e*' 
sential  to  a  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent;  but  they  are  ia 
no  manner  appropriate  or  essential  to  the  Goveoi- 
ment,  in  the  management  of  its  own  revenues  and 
fiscal  afiairs  by  its  own  officers.    It  is  not  neoemfy 
that  the  Grovemment  should  deal  in  moaey  and  ex- 
changes on  individual  account,  to  enable  it  ta  ke^ 
transfer,  and  disburse  its  own  money,  or  even  to 
enable  it  to  put  forth  its  own  paper  for  cuueuey. 
This  it  may  do  by  issues  to  its  ovm  credhora,  and 
for  money  borrowed.    These  would  be  isnes  on 
Government  account,  and  not  a  trading  in  mon^ 
or  paper  by  the  Government  on  individoal  aocooBt. 
This  Government  by  an  express  authority,  e«i^ 
ttshes  post  offices  and  post  roads.     If  neceseaxy  fat 
carrying  the  mail  on  a  particular  route,  the  Govoeb- 
ment  may  set  up  a  line  of  stages  of  its  own  ftx  ^ 
purpose,  and,  as  incident  to  the  carrying  oi  thB 
mail,  perhaps  it  might  carry  passengers.    This  km 
actually  been  done  by  the  Post  Ofike  Depntme^ 
in  former  times.     It  was  done  on  the  route  betweoi 
this  city  and    Baltimore.      But  what  would  be 
thought,  because  the  Government  sometiBMs  cv- 
ried  the  mails   with  passengers  in  its  own  post 
coaches,  if  it  should  undertake  to  set  up  line*  of  poet 
coaches  all  over  the  country,  for  the  canying  of  pss* 
sengers  without  the  mails?     And  this  may  serve 
to  illustrata  the  distinction  between  the  trsiwartina 
of*business  on  Government  account  or   as  incidcat 
to  the  proper  business  of  Government  and  the  tms- 
action  of  the  same  business  wholly  on  individiil 
account    In  the  same  way,  the  Grovemment  might 
if  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  oan- 
struct  roads  or  railroads,  or  build  and  own  steamboali; 
and,  perhaps,  the  carrying  of  passengers   might  be 
connected  vrith  the  carrying  of  the  mails.     But  no- 
body, I  believe,  would  think  that  the  Govenunent 
might  therefore,  by  its  own  official  agen^,  oob> 
struct  railroads  and  build  steamboats,  solely  for  tbe 
aecommodation  of  the  public  in  the  canying  of 
passengers,  without  any  coimexion  with,  or  nSa- 
ence  to,  the  carrying  of  the  mails  whatever.    And 
yet,  is  not  this,  in  substance  and  principle,  precise- 
ly what  this  exchequer  scheme  supposes  th»  Gov. 
emment  may  do?     The  Government  may   keep  ik 
own  money;  therefore  it  may  keep  the  money  of 
of  individuals.   The  Grovemment  may  buy  and  idl 
drafts  for  the  transfer  of  its  own  funds;  dierelbrait 
may  do  the  same  thing  for  the  transfer  of  the  fundi 
of  individuals.  The  Grovemment  may  issue  paper,  is 
the  evidence  of  its  own  proper  debts  contractod  in 
its  own  proper  business;  therefore  it  may  issue  paper 
wholly  on  dealings  with  individuals,  and  solely  for 
the  accommodation  of  such  individuals  and  the  eom- 
merdal  community  in  generaL    The  GrovenuMot 
may  create  a  bank  as  its  fiscal  agent,  not  becamet 
bank  is  necessary,  but  a  fiscal  agent  i^  and  may  aa- 
thorize  such  bank,  while  performing  the  duties  of 
fiscal,  agent,  to  conduct  the  ordinary  operations ef  a 
bank,  as  necessary  to  its  support  and  existence;  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  being  its  own  fiscal  ageot 
if  it  choose  to  be,  may  also  conduct  the  ordinazj 
operations  of  a  bank,  tliough  thoee  operatiooa  sie 
in  no  way  connected  with  its  management  of  iU 
own  funds  and  fiscal  afiairs;— at  any  rate,  inno  w^ 
essential,  of  even  important,  to  such  maaagemenL 
It  cannot  facilitate,  or  tend  to  facilitate,  the  openp 
tions  of  the  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies,  in  i» 
cei  ving,  keeping,  transferring,  and  disbursing  the  prop- 
er public  money  of  the  Government  or  in  paying  the 
public  creditors  in  treasury  notes  instead  otgM  aad 
silver,  that  it  should  also  receive  the  money  of  in- 
dividuals on  private  deposite,  furnishing  current 
therefor,  or  that  it  should  buy  and  sell  exchange  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commercial  communi^. 
It  must  create  embarrassment,  rather;  at  any  rate^ 
additional  labor,  care,  and  expense.    These  bank- 
ing operations  are  separate  and  distinct,  and  are  so 
regarded   in    the    plan  itself.     ''The  board  of  ex- 
chequer and  its  several  agencies,"  says  thispbn, 
''shall  keep  separate  and  distinct  sets  of  hookey  fa 
the  purpose  of  entering  and  recording,   in  one  set, 
all   transactions  respecting  the  collection,  keqping^ 
and  disbursing   of  the  public  revenue,  and  tnns- 
mitting  the  public  moneys  firom  place  to  place,  fat 
the  service  of  Government;    and,  in  another,  all 
tr«nsactions  and  accounts  arising  frpm  detfing^iq 
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ezohange,  and  other  transactions  not  on  Govern- 
nMQt  aoeount"  And  theae  '*daalings  in  exchange 
amd  other  tranaactiona  not  on  Government  ao- 
coont,"  are  as  distinct  from  the  duties  required  of 
the  exchequer  "for  the  senrice  of  the  Government,** 
wm  they  could  be  if  they  had  been  assigned  to  a  sep- 
arate board— a  distinct  agency. 

And  I  repeat,  that  the  banting  operations  here  pro- 
posed »eem  to  me  to  require  some  substantive  and 
direct  authority  in  the  Constitution  to  sanction  them, 
inasmuch  as  they  do  not  appear  to  stand  in  any  man- 
ner essentblly  connected  with  the  operations  of 
Oovemment,  under  any  of  the  substantive  or  granted 
powers  relating  to  the  revenue  or  the  management 
of  the  public  finances.  If  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  is  prepared  to  maintain  that  this  Government 
xnaj,  by  constitutional  warrant,  as  a  poUtical  corpo- 
ration, trough  its  own  officers,  set  up  a  commercial 
bank  of  deposite  and  exchange,  with  a  proper  bank- 
ing capital,  to  deal  and  trade  in  money  and  paper, 
and  in  commercial  bills,  solely  on  accoimt  of  indi- 
-viduals  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  commer- 
cial community,  and  without  the  slightest  necessary 
cronnexion  with  the  management  of  the  proper 
fands  and  finances  of  Government,-^  any  gentle- 
man win  do  this,  I  shall,  for  one,  be  gratified  to  hear 
Imn;  uad  I  shall  expect  to  get  some  new  light  in  re- 
gaid  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment Until  I  am  enlightened  in  this  way,  I  must 
beaitate  to  give  my  sanction  to  the  powers  now  pro- 
poeed  to  be  exercised;  and  I  must  leave  it  to  those 
to  support  this  proposition,  from  the  President  down — 
strict -constructionists — ^who  can  find  no  warrant 
of  authority  whatever  in  the  Constitution  for  a  bank 
as  8  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  becaiue  such 
bank,  if  created,  must,  or  may  be,  aijithorized  to  deal 
in  %oney  and  exchange!  On  all  this  subject  it  is 
enough  for  me  to  say,  at  present,  that  this  is  a  Gov- 
ernment bank-^emonstrably  so,  and  not  the  less 
so  because  it  is  denied;  and  that,  by  the  plain  ad- 
miaaion  of  the  originators  and  firiends  of  the  ex- 
chequer scheme,  power  or  no  power,  a  Government 
iMoik  ought  not  to  exist  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  opinions,  in  part,  at  least,  both 
of  this  new  executive  treasury  and  sub-treasury, 
and  this  executive  bank,  are,  I  think,  by  this  time, 
pretty  well  understood.  The  support  they  have 
received  firom  a  particular  quarter,  which  has  com- 
manded at  all  times,  and  on  all  great  questions  of 
public  interest,  my  profound  respect — that  support, 
and  nothing  else,  could  ever,  for  a  moment,  have 
made  me  doubtfiil  about  the  true  character  of  this 
measore,  or  made  me  hesitate  to  express  that  con- 
demnation of  it  which  I  have  believed  it  merited; — 
I  OMiy  say,  that  utter  abhorrence  of  it  which  I  have 
constantly  felt 

Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  last  session,  feeling  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  majority  here  to  do  something — what- 
ever they  could,  without  any  sacrifice  of  principle, 
which  should  promise  relief,  I  proposed  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  by 
the  gentleman  firom  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Citshikg.] 
That  substitute  contemplated  the  issuing,  by  the 
Government,  of  fifteen  millions  of  convertible  paper, 
or  notes,  to  be  issued  to  creditors,  or  to  those  who 
should  lend  the  G^ovemment  their  cash — redeemable 
(m  demand,  in  specie,  at  the  Treasury  in  Washing- 
ton, or  at  an  agency  of  the  Treasury  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Of  course,  no  issues  were  to  be  made, 
except  on  Goremment  account;  there  was  to  be  no 
sob-treasury,  and  no  board  of  exchequer,  for  no  such 
board  was  required;  any  more  than  the  like  machi- 
nery was  or  is  required  for  the  issue  of  inconvertible 
treasury  notes. 

ThiB  measure  was  ofiered  by  me,  that  it  might  be 
considered  whenever  the  exchequer  plan  should  be 
brought  forward.  It  expressed  my  ultimatum  in 
regard  to  paper  for  currency,  to  be  issued  directly  by 
this  Government,  which  I  hold  to  be  a  practice  al- 
ways liable  to  abuse,  and  to  be  avoided  as  far  as 
possible.  In  truth,  I  should,  at  any  time,  have  given 
my  own  proposition  a  reluctant  support;  though,  if 
the  subject  had  come  up,  it  should  have  had  from 
me  a  firm  support  as  an  antagonist  measure  to  that 
proposed  by  the  Executive. 

The  House  is  aware  that  a  few  days  since  I 
oflEeted  another  measure,  referred  to  by  me  at  the 
(pminenoemeiit  of  jaj  renuika,  aa  «  aubstitute  for 


the  exchequer  scheme,  which,  at  my  instance,  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  This 
measure  (greatly  prefer  to  die  former  one  submitted 
by  me;  and  it  is  my  purpose,  as  I  have  already  said, 
to  urge  it  at  a  proper  time  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  If  gentlemen  have  not  turned  their 
attention  to  it,  I  beg  they  will  do  so.  It  will  explain 
itself.  It  is  perfectly  simple,  and  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned, as  a  pecuniary  transaction,  perfectly  safe; 
and  it  is  as  little  liable  to  exceptions  from  political 
considerations,  as  any  plan  for  the  same  objects 
could  well  be.  While  it  will  enable  the  Government 
to  borrow  cheaply,  at  home,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
it  will  afford  the  means,  not  of  creating,  but  of  adopting 
fifteen  millions  of  sound  currency,  which,  by  the  act 
of  adoption,  will  be  made  to  put  on  the  character  of 
nationality.  1  am  not  permitted  now  to  enter  fVirther 
into  this  plan,  as  the  time  allowed  me  is  just  about 
to  expire.  A  further  opportunity,  I  trust,  will  be 
afforded  me  when  the  House  shall  go  into  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  of  the ,  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setU,  which  I  hope  it  will  do  very  soon;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  beg  leave  again  earnestly  to  commend 
to  the  attention  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  the  measure  and  plan  to  which  I  refer. 
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the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  addressed  the  Sen- 
ale  as  follows: 

Mr.  Presidbnt:  Itisnowmanifest  that  the  treaty 
under  discussion  is  destined  to  be  ratified  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Senate.  The  news  of  this  rati£ca-  ^ 
tionwill  spread  ioy  and  gladness  throughout  the  if 
land.  It  will  be  hailed  by  the  country  as  the  pledge 
of  a  lasting  peace  ^between  two  great  nation^  and 
those  who  were  instrumental  either  in  its  negotia- 
tion or  ratification,  will  be  esteemed  public  bene- 
factors. Beyond  all  question,  such  will  be  the  first 
impression  upon  the  public  mind.  Amidst  this 
general  joy,  it  will  be  a  subject  of  surprise  and  as- 
tonishment that  some  eight  or  ten  Senators  should 
have  separated  themselves  from  the  mass,  and  voted 
against  the  ratification  of  this  treaty.  The  first  im- 
pulse of  public  feeling  will  be  to  condemn  these 
Senators.  Now,  sir,  as  I  shall  be  one  of  this  small 
number,  I  rise  to  make  my  defence  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  in  advance,  not  doubling  but  that 
4t^  justice,  if  not  the  generosity  of  the  Senate,  will 
remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  enable  me  to  publish  my  remarks. 

There  is  no  Senator  who  has  fell  more  anxious 
to  vote  in  favor  of  this  treaty  than  myself.  I  am 
conscious  of  all  the  happy  e£rects  upon  the  country 
which  might  result  from  unanimity  in  this  body; 
and  I  may  say,  in  all  sincerity,  that  I  have  en- 
deavored to  agree  with  the  majority.  Nay,  more — 
I  was  disposed  to  distrust  my  own  judgment,  be- 
lieving that  it  might  have  been  prejudiced  by  the 
zealous  and  persevering  efforts  which  I  had  lor- 
merly  made,  boih  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  as  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  j. 
to  sustain  ihe  rights  of  Maine  against  what  I  be-  *f 
lieved  to  be  the  unjust  pretensions  of  the  British 
Gtovernmenl.  I  have,  therefore,  earnestly  endeav- 
ored to  keep  my  mind  open  to  conviction  until 
the  last  moment;  but  afier  all,  I  cannot  vote  lor 
this  treaty  without  feeling  that  I  had  violated  ray 
duty  to  the  country,  and  without  forfeiting  my  own 
self-respect  In  the  emphatic  language  of  the  Sen-  ^ 
ator  from.Maine,  [Mr.  Williams,]  I  believe  it  to^f 
be  a  treaty  unjust  to  Maine,  and  dishonorable  to  the 
whole  country;  and  thus  believing,  if  it  depended 
upon  my  vote,  it  should  be  rejecied  without  regard 
to  conseauences.  These  I  would  leave  to  that  su- 
perintending Providence  which  has  ever  been  our  . 
shield  in  the  day  of  danger.  Even  if  war  shoQld 
be  the  result,  (which  1  do  not  by  any  means  antici- 
pate,) I  would  rely  with  perfect  confidence  upon  the 
courage,  patriotism,  and  energy  of  my  countrymen, 
for  the  defence  of  tneir  rights. 

When  the  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton  was  first 
announced,  I  hailed  it  as  the  olive  branch  of  peace 
and  friendship,  presented  by  England  to  this  coun- 
try. The  auspices  were  all  favorable.  I  believed 
then,  and  I  believe  still,  that  she  was  sincere.  Her 
revenue  was  insufficient  for  her  annual  expendi- 


tures; she  had  experienced  reverses  in  ihe  East, 
where  she  was  walging  two  expensive,  nnjuft,  and 
bloody  wars;  a  large  portion  or  her  own  population 
was  almost  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  and  she  had 
signally  failed  in  her  darling^  policy  uf  extorting 
from  Prance  a  ratification  of  the  qumtuple  treaty, 
which  would  have  given  her  the  right  of  searching 
all  European  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Such 
was  the  condition  of  England  when  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton arrived  in  Washington,  **kavirig  been  charged 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  and  settle  all  matters 
in  discussion  between  the  two  countries"  When  I 
make  this  declaration,  1  employ  the  very  language 
u.sed  by  Mr.  Webster  himself,  in  the  very  first  sen- 
tence of  his  first  diplomatic  note,  dated  on  the  iTih 
June  last.  His  Lordship's  powers  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  Northeastern  boundary  question,  which 
is  the  only  disputed  question  settled  by  the  tieaty; 
but  they  would  have  enabled  him  to  terminate  all 
the  vexed  and  dangerous  questions  which  still  re- 
main open  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  threaten 
the  peace  of  the  two  nations. 

Not  only  did  a  crisis  then  exist  in  the  afiairs  of 
England  eminently  calculated  to  predispose  her  to 
a  fair  and  amicable  adjustment  ot  all  ine  diluted 
ouestions;  but  the  British  Govemmeftt  well  irtiew  * 
that  these  questions  were  of  such  a  di^tiDct  and 
varied  character,  that  some  one  of  them  had  strong- 
ly enlisted  the  feelings  of  each  portion  of  our  coun- 
try; and,  when  combined,  that  they  would  unite  the 
American  people  almost  as  one  man  in  demanding 
justice.  Tnere  was  the  Northeastern  boundary 
question,  which  peculiarly  interested  the  Eastern 
states,  as  did  the  Northwestern  boundary  the  West- 
em  States,  whilst  the  Creole  question  nad  deeply 
affected  the  sensibilities  of  the  Southern  and  South- 
western portions  of  the  Union.  Redress  for  the 
Caroline  outrage,  and  an  abandonment  of  the  right 
of  search,  were  questions  of  national  honor,  in 
which  every  man  with  an  American  heart,  through- 
out the  broad  extent  of  our  country,  felt  the  deepest 
interest.  The  varied  wrongs  of  England  had  united 
us  together  in  an  adanuintine  chain,  no  link  of 
which  ought  ever  to  have  been  broken  until  these 
wron^  had  all  been  redressed.  I  believe  in  my 
soul  inat  the  propitious  moment  had  arrived  for 
settling  all  these  questions  upon  just  and  honorable 
principles.  Feeling  this  to  be  the  case^  I  declared, 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  at  the  period  of  Lora 
Ashburton's  arrival,  that  our  motto  ought  to  he— AH 
or  none.  This  I  did,  because  I  felt  that  all  could 
be  adjusted.  I  believe  still  that  all  might  hav» 
been  adjusted;  alihoueh  I  knew  it  would  be  the 
policy  of  the  British  Qovernment  to  obtain  a  ces- 
sion of  that  portion  of  Maine  jj^ecessary  to  consoli- 
date her  power  in  North  America,  and  leave  the 
other  questions— particularly  that  of  the  Creole — 
for  "a  more  convenient  season.''  This  Creole 
question,  from  peculiar  causes,  which  I  need  not 
explain,  was  the  weakest,  except  in  point  of  justice, 
of  all  the  questions  in  dispute;  whilst  the  prejudices 
of  the  Bnti&h  people  were  most  strongly  enlisted 
against  its  fair  and  honorable  adjustment.  Lord 
Ashburton  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  all  that  his 
Qovemment  most  desired,  and  in  postponing  for  fu- 
ture negotiation  all  which  was  most  durable  for  the 
American  people.  Until  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  all  matters  in 
dispute  would  be  adjusted  by  the  treaty.  I  appeal 
to  Senators  whether  they  have  not  heard,  over  and 
over  again,  throughout  the  negotiation,  that  the 
only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  settling  all  our  difficul- 
ties was  the  obstinate  adherence  ol  the  Maine  com- 
missioners to  the  line  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  I  of\en 
made  inquiries  concerning  the  Creole  question,  be- 
lieving iDat  its  adjustment  would  be  the  most  aiffi- 
cult:  fltid  was  as  often  informed  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  providing  for  the  luture,  although 
Lord  Ashburton  misht  not  t)eable  to  grant  indem- 
nity for  the  past.  I  believed  that  all  things  were  in 
successful  progress;  and  never  have  I  been  more 
astonished  and  disappointed  than  when  I  first  learn- 
ed that  the  Maine  question  alone  had  been  settled 
by  the  treaty,  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  disputed 

auesiions  had  merely  been  made  the  subjects  of  a 
iplomatic  correspondence. 

Had  all  the  questions  been  adjusted  between  ihe.w 
two  countries,  a  career  of  happiness  and  prosperity 
would  have  been  opened  to  both,  on  which  the  ima- 
ginati(m  of  the  philanthropist  might  love  to  dwell. 
Time  might  have  soothed,  or  even  obliterated,  the 
memory  of  the  successive-wrongs  and  insults  which ' 
we  have  suffered  from  England  since  she  first  au- 
knowledged  our  independence;  and  we  might  have 
fbrgotten  those  namendly  feelings  towards  her, 
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which,  unqnestioiuibly,  now  pervade  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people.  Senators  on  this  floor 
may  sp^ftk  of  the  two  nations  as  the  mother  and  the 
daughter,  and  may  please  Aeir  fancy  by  snch  epi- 
thets of  mntnal  endearment;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  i^ 
large  majority  of  oar  coontiymen,  England  has  ever 
acted  as  a  harsh  and  severe  stepmother  towards  this 
eoantry.  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  this  nnnatnral 
relationship  wonld  end  with  the  termination  of 
Lord  Ashbarton's  mission;  and,  had  all  the  ques- 
tions been  settled,  I  was  prepared  to  yield  much  for 
the  sake  of  such  a  happy  consummation. 

I  shall  now  proceeato  disKsnss  each  of  the  subjects 
separately,  involved  in  the  correspondence  and  the 
treaty.  And,  first,  1  shall  refer  to  -the  question  of 
impressment.  The  two  last  letters  of  the  series  re- 
late to  this  subject.  On  the  8th  of  August,  (the  day 
before  the  termination  of  the  special  mission,)  Mr. 
Webster  addressed  a  letter  to  Lord  Ashburton, 
which  presents  a  clear  and  striking  view  of  the 
arguments  which  have  been  heretofore  urged 
against  the  impressment  of  American  seameD;  and 
suggests  to  the  British  (Government  the  propriety 
of  renouncing  the  practice  hereafter.  His  Lordship 
replied  to  this  letter  oa  the  next  da^,  (the  9th  of 
August;)  and,  with  this  letter,  his  mission  termi- 
nated. 

This  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton  is  a  fair  specimen 
of  his  whole  correspondence.  It  shows  his  Lordship 
to  be  a  shrewd,  sagacious,  and  practical  man.  The 
British  Qovemment  could  not  have  made  a  more 
fortunate  selection  of  a  minister.  Whilst  all  his 
letters  abound  in  general^  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
sincere  professions  of  anxiety  to  establish  perpetual 
friendship  between  the  two  countries,  he  never 
yields  any  of  the  pretensions  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment lie  praises  much  the  superior  ability  of  the 
American  negotiator;  and  (to  use  a  cant  phrase, 
common  at  the  bar  whilst  I  was  a  member  of  the 
profession)  is  content  that  Mr.  Webster  shall  have 
the  argument,  provided  he  himself  gets  the  land. 
He  never  commits  himself,  or  his  Government,  on 
any  |Mirticular  point;  and  yet  there  breathes  through- 
out bis  whole  language  such  a  spirit  of  conciliation, 
that,  until  you  examine  it  particularly,  yoa  incline 
to  the  belief  that  he  is  disposed  to  grant  all  you  de- 
sire. 

In  this  letter,  I  ask,  does  he  abandcm  the  odi(>us 
claim  of  the  British  Government  to  impress  seamen 
on  board  of  American  vessels!  Does  he  yield  to 
the  unanswerable  arguments  presented  by  Mr. 
Websterl  No,  sir,  no.  On  this  subject,  he  is  not 
merely  non-committal  He  comes  up  to  the  very 
point  which  has  always  been  at  issue  between  the 
two  countries;— asserts  the  principle  of  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  all  ^ritish-born  subjects  in  the 
strongest  terms;  and  justifies  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment in  cases  of  necessity,  r^ay,  more :  he 
informs  Mr.  Webster  that  we  ourselves  would  re- 
sort to  the  same  practice,  if  our  geographical  posi-> 
tion  did  not  render  it  unnecessary.  Let  me  ^uote  a 
few  sentences  of  his  own  language,  to  establish  my 
position. 

*The  principle  if  (Mys  his  Lordship)  that  all  Bubj«ct«  of  the 
Crown  art,  in  caae  ofneceamty,  bound  to  serve  their  country; 
and  the  seafaring  man  is  naiurallj  taken  for  ihenHval  serTice. 
Tliis  Is  not.  as  Is  sometimes  supposed,  any  arbitrary  principle 
of  moDarcbical  gOTemment,  but  one  founded  on  the  nateral 
dntT  of  every  man  to  defend  the  life  of  his  country;  and  all  the 
analogy  of  your  laws  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
same  princrple  wonld  bold  good  in  the  United  States  if  their 
geoff'-aphical  position  did  not  rnalte  its  application  unoeces' 
tftry.** 

It  is  true  that  he  concludes  with  the  expressioQ  of 
a  vague  hope  that  some  satisfactory  arrangement 
may  yet  be  made  upon  the  subject—meaning  noth- 
ing, and  amounting  to  nothing.  v 

I  confess,  sir,  idid  not  anticipate  that  the . sub- 
ject of  impressment  would  form  any  part  of4he 
negotiations  between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ash- 
burton. This  question  ought  never  to  have  found 
a  place  in  the  correspondence,  unless,  from  the  pre- 
liminary conferences,  it  had  oeen  ascertained  that 
England  was  prepared  to  renounce  the  practice 
forever.  Its  introduction  has  afforded  Lord  Aj«h- 
burton  the  opportunity  of  insisting  upon  a  claim  to 
which  we  can  never  practically  submit,  without 
being  disgraced  and  degraded  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  We  declared  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain thirty  years  ago,  to  protect  American  seamen 
from  impressment;  and  sne,  and  all  the  world,  ought 
to  know  that  we  shall  declare  war  again  should 
the  practice  ever  be  resumed.  If  the  stars  and  the 
stripes  which  float  over  an  American  vessel  upon 
the  ocean  cannot  protect  all  those  who  sail  be- 
neath them  from  impressment,  no  matter  to  what 
land  they  may  owe  uieir  birth,  then  wt  are  no 


longer  an  independent  nation.  Whenever  any 
British  officer  shall  dare  to  violate  the  flag  of  our 
country  on  the  ocean,  and  shall  seize  and  carry 
away  any  seaman  from  the  deckof  an  American 
vessel,  no  matter.what  may  be  the  pretence,  (unless 
instant  reparation  should  be  made  bv  his  Govern^ 
ment  for  the  outrage,)  our  only  alternative  will 
then  be  war  or  national  dishonor.  We  are  deeply, 
solemnly  pledged  before  the  world,  to  avenge  snch 
a  wrong  without  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay. 
Such  an  act  wonld,  in  effect,  be  a  declaration  of  war 
against  us;  and  Great  Britain  knows  it  well.  She 
claims  the  right  of  impressment,  as  a  belligerent 
right  only,  and  when  she  shall  go  to  war  with 
France,  or  any  other  nation,  she  will  then  count 
the  cost  to  herself  which  may  result  from  this  prac- 
tice. She  may  refrain,  from  the  conviction  that  it 
would  convert  us  from  being  a  neutral,  into  her 
most  deadly  enemy.  No,  sir;  no.  This  is  not  a 
question  for  holyday  negotiation,  but  for  war,  in- 
evitable war,  should  the  occasion  ever  unfortu- 
nately arise.  But  Great  Britain  will  have  a  care 
how  she  provokes  such  a  conflict,  in  violation  of 
every  principle  of  national  law,  although  she  may 
refuse  formally  to  renounce  the  practice.  War 
must  be  the  necessary  result  of  impressment,  or  our 
national  character  must  become  a  subject  of  scorn 
and  contempt  for  all  mankind. 

I  proceed  next  to  the  case  of  the  Caroline. 
There  was  nothing  easier  in  the  world  than  to  set- 
tle this  question  satisfactorily.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment had  only  to  acknowledge  that  Captain  Drew 
and  his  band  of  volunteer  desperadoes  were  in  the 
wrong  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Colonel  McNab, 
they  had  invaded  our  territory,  burnt  the  Caroline, 
and  murdered  an  American  citizen;  and  then  do  all 
they  could  to  repair  this  wrong,  by  indemnifying  the 
owner  of  the  steamboat  for  his  loss  of  property,  and 
providing  for  the  family  of  the  murdered  Durfee, 
if  he  have  a  family.  To  acknowledge  the  wrong, 
and  repair  the  injury  as  far  as  he  can,  is  the  flrst 
dictate  of  every  just  and  honorable  man,  at  the 
moment  he  becomes  convinced  of  his  error.  Such 
ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  every  just  and  honorable 
nation.  But  has  Great  Britain  pursued  this  course 
in  the  case  of  the  Caroline?  Has  she  either  admitted 
the  national  wrong,  or  repaired  it  by  making  compen- 
sation to  those  who  were  its  victims?  Neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  We  have  been  told,  indeed,  by  the 
Senator  fVom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  that  this  old 
and  haughty  nation,  proud  in  arms,  has  submitted 
to  ask  our  pardon  for  the  outrage;  and  he  considers 
this  a  great  triumph.  But  is  this  the  fact?  Let 
the  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster,  of  the 
dSth  July,  be  carefully  examined  by  any  Senator, 
and  he  must  arrive  at  a  directly  opposite  conclusion. 
I  assert  that  this  letter  contains  an  able  and  elabor- 
ate justification  of  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  and  a 
vindication  of  the  British  ofiicers  who  planned  and 
conducted  it.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  Has 
not  Colonel  McNab  been  knighted,  and  Captain 
Drew  pensioned,  for  this  gallant  exploit  against  un- 
armed men .  who  vainly  believed  that  the  American 
fla^  upon  American  soil  was  a  protection  against 
British  outrage?  Have  we  not  seen,  within  a  few 
days,  that  a  public  dinner  at  which  a  noble  Duke 
presided,  has  recently  been  given  to  Sir  Allen  Mc- 
jS^ab  in  London,  wHere  he  received  such  honors 
as  will  encourage  him  again  to  violate  our  territory, 
whenever  intere.<i  or  feeling  shall  again  prompt  to 
a  similar  outrage?  I  ask  the  Senator  jfrom  Virginia 
to  point  to  any  portion  of  the  letter  where  the  con- 
duct of  McNab  and  Drew  has  been  condemned; 
nay,  more,  I  ask  him  to  point  to  any  portion  of  the 
letter  where  it  has  not  been  justified.  It  is  very 
true  that  Lord  Ashburton,  whilst  he  earnestly  main- 
tains "that  there  were  grounds  of  justification  [for 
the  Caroline  outrage]  as  strcng  as  were  ever  pre- 
sented in  such  cases,"  declares  "that  no  slight  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  was  ever  intend- 
ed;" and  although  this  service  was  necessary,  yet. 
as  it  involved  a  violation  of  our  territory,  he  would 
deprecate  its  recurrence.  In  the  very  sentence  to' 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia  refe  - ,  in  which 
his  Lordship  regrets  "(hat  some  explanation  and 
apology  for  this  occurrence  was  not  immediately 
made,"  he  still  continues  to  justify  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  on  the  plea  of  necessity. 
The  whole  substance  of  this  letter  may  be  summed 
up  in  a  very  few  words,  thus:  Although  the  viola- 
tion of  your  territory,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  were  absolutely  necessary  and  entirely 
justifiable,  and  as  such  have  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  British  Government;  yet  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  any  such  necessity  existed/ and  hope  1; 


may  not  again  occur.  I  also  regret  that  such  an 
explanation  and  apology  for  this  occurrence  a?  I 
have  just  made,  had  not  been  tendered  to  yoor 
Government  immediately  after  the  event.  A  maa 
ryns  me  through  the  body  with  a  sword;  and  after- 
wards explains  and  apologises  tome,  by  assuring  me 
that  bis  act  was  both  necessary  ana  justifiable;  but 
yet  he  is  extremely  soriy  that  any  such  necessity 
existed.  This  is  Lord  A^hburton's  apology  for  the 
Caroline  outrage.  The  President  vainly  mdulged 
the  hope,  in  his  annual  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  "that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  see  the  proptiety  of  renouncing,  as 
a  rule  of  fblure  action,  the  precedent  which  hai 
been  set  in  the  affair  at  Schlosser."  This  was  a 
vain  hope.  So  fsLt  from  renouncing  the  affair  as 
a  precedent,  it  has  been  justified  and  d|iproved  by 
tluit  Government  throughout  Let  an  insunedion 
again  occur  in  Canada,  and  we  shall  reap  the  bit- 
ter fruits  of  this  precedent.  The  military  officers 
of  the  British  Government,  will  send  expeditions 
across  our  frontier,  which  may  plunder  and  murder 
our  citizens,  under  pretence  or  defending  their  Cana- 
dian possessions  against  the  attacks  of  the  insur- 
gents. This  will  be  done,  if  for  no  other  porposa 
but  that  of  displaying  their  zeal  and  devotion  touidr 
sovereign^  ana  thus  purchasing  the  honors  and  re- 
wards which  have  been  so  profusely  bestowed  upon 
the  McNabs  and  the  Drews  who  planned  and  con- 
ducted the  Caroline  expedition.  A  necearity  to 
justify  such  attacks  will  always  exist  whenever  they 
are  deemed  expedient;  and  if,  ailer  four  years' ne^ 
tiation,  the  British  Government  should  express  its 
sorrow — not  for  the  outrage  itself,  but  because  a 
necessity  existed  for  its  perpetration — then  we  must 
be  satisfied,  if  we  should  consider  the  Carolina 
precedent  as  binding  hereaAer. 

AAer  all  that  I  have  said,  it  wouM  be  vain  to 
ask  whether  Lord  Ashbuiton  has  granted  indem- 
nity to  the  owner  of  the  Caroline,  or  provided  fcr 
the  family  ot  the  murdered  Durfee.  jR  difes  not 
appear  that  Mr.  Webster  ever  demanded  any  «uc4  tn- 
demnity^  or  even  alluded  to  the  subject.  He  may 
possibly  have  adverted  to  it  in  his  private  confer- 
ences with  Lord  Ashburton;  but  if  he  did — my  life 
upon  it — the  answer  was,  that  the  attaek  on  the 
Cfaroline  was  justifiable,  and  therefore  not  a  subject 
of  indemnity.  You  have  thus  permitted  this  steam- 
boat, owned  by  an  American  citizen,  whilst  under 
American  colors,  and  moored  in  an  American 
port,  to  be  destroyed  by  the  British  authoritiec, 
without  even  asking  them  to  indemnify  the  owner. 
Does  not  justice  require  that  you  should  indemnify 
the  citizen  whom  your  own  soil  and  your  own  flag 
could  not  protect,  and  for  whom  you  a.sk^  no  in- 
demnity? I  shall  not  at  present  attempt  to  answer 
this  question.  On  the  files  of  our  executive  doco- 
ments,  there  is  to  be  found  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  presented  in  March,  1838,  which 
places  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  Americaa 
owner  of  the  Caroline,  in  a  very  strong  light;  and 
as  we  have  not  even  asked  any  satisfaction  for  him 
from  the  British  Government,  it  will  be  a  serioos 
question  whether  we  are  not  bound  to  indemnify 
him  ourselves. 

But  Lord  Ashburton,  in  this  extraordinary  letter, 
is  net  content  with  acting  on  tlie  defensive.  In  tie 
conclusion  of  it,  he  becomes  the  assailant.  Refer- 
ring to  the  case  of  McLcod,  he  complains  that 
"individuals  have  been  made  personally  liable  for 
acts  done  under  the  avowed  authority  of  thei  r  Gov- 
ernment;" and  he  inquired  whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  now  in  a  condition  to 
surrender  those  engaged  in  such  enterprises  as  that 
of  the  capture  of  the  Caroline,  without  subjecting 
them  to  trial. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  this  letter  on  the  6ih  of 
August,  and  informs  his  Lordship  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  sati.^fied,  "and  will  make  this  subject,  [ihi 
|rapiure  of  the  Caroline,]  as  a  complaint  of  viola- 
tion of  territory,  the  topic  of  no  further  discussion 
between  the  two  Governments."  And  thus  ends 
the  Caroline  question. 

But  not  so  the  McLeod  que.stion.  Mr.  Webeler 
admits,  as  he  had  done  in  the  beginning,  that 
McLeod  ought  to  have  been  surrendered,  without 
trial,  on  the  demand  of  the  British  Government. 
He  graciously  explains  the  reason  why  this  coold 
not  be  done,  and  casts  the  blame  "upon  a  State 
court,  and  that  not  of  the  highest  jurisdictico," 
which  "was  embarrassed,  as  it  would  appear,  bf 
technical  difficulties."  He  says,  however,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  holds  itself  not 
only  fully  disposed,  but  folly  competent,  to  firifil  its 
acknowledged  obligations  to  subjects  of  BnglaBd| 
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who  maty  hereafter  engage  in  rach  enterprutes;  and 
inlonns  nis  Lordship  that  the  attention  of  Coogrem 
**hm9  been  called  to  ihe  sobjeet,  to  aav  what  ihrther 
noiristoii  ought  to  be  made  to  expedite  proceedings 
in.  soch  cases.'' 

His  Lordshib  most,  indeed,  have  been  difficnlt 
to  please,  if  all  these  assurances  were  not  satisfac- 
tory.    In  what,  then,  has  the  Caroline  outrage  re- 
Boltedt— that  outrage,  so  eloquently  described  bf 
the  Secretary  himself,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  as 
to  make  the  blood  tingle;— that  outrage  perpetra- 
ted on  the  Caroline  "tn  ike  darkness  of  ike  night, 
^kiUmoffftd  io  the  shore,  and  whiiewnarmed  men 
leere  asieep  on  board,  kUUng  same  and  wounding 
^tMers,  and  then  drawing  her  into  ihe  current,  above 
the  cataract,  seUmg  her  on  fire,  and,  careless  to  know 
whether  there  mightnoibe  in  her  ihe  innocent  with 
thM  gmUy,  or  the  living  with  the  dead,  committing 
her  io  a  fate  which  fills  iheimaginatum  with  horror^' 
"We  hare  seuled  this  outrage  upon  our  territory 
wilhont  any  acknowledgment  from    the  British 
Ck>yemment  that  the  act  itself  was  wrong  and  on- 
juMifiable,  and  without  any  indemnity  to  the  injured 
individuals.    Nay,  more;  Mr.  Webster  has  jrielded 
to  Oreat  Britain,  while  she  still  continued  to  jus- 
tify the  act  and  approve  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
or   the  expedition,  an  assurance  that  we   wonld 
sarrender,  without  trial,  all  persons  who  may  here- 
Rfler  be  enjjaged  in  similar  enterprises.    And,  to 
cap  the  climax,  the  Senate  have  alr«Kly  passed 
wliat  I  solrainly  believe  to  be  an  unconstitutional 
bill,  which,  if  it  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
House,  and  be  approved  by  the  President,  will  de- 
prive all  State  courts  of  jurisdiction  over  the  foul 
mnrders  which  may  be  committed  within  their 
territory  by  lawless  bands  of  desperate  men  sent 
over  the  lines  from  Canada  by  petty  provincial 
officers,  and  will  discharge  the  criminals  from  con- 
finement in  a  summary  manner,  by  a  gross  perver- 
sion of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.    Surely  we  have 
done  everythiBg  we  could  to  appease  the  British 
Government  for  the  trial  of  JVlcLeod  before  the 
courts  of  New  York.    I  repeat  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
toa  must  be  a  most  unreasonable  man  if  he  be  not 
entirdy  satisfied  with  the  settlement  of  theMc- 
Lieod  and  Caroline  questions. 

I  now  come  to  the  Creole  question.  And  here 
we,  who  are  opposed  to  the  treaty,  have  been  told 
that  this  is  peculiarly  a  Southern  question;  and  that, 
if  the  Senators  from  the  South  are  satisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  adjusted,  we  ought 
not  to  complain.  Sir,  this  is  not  a  mere  Southern 
question,  but  it  is  a  question  which  deeply  affects  the 
honor  of  the  whole  country.  I  might  here  repeat  what 
I  have  said  upon  a  former  occasion— that  all  Chris- 
tendom is  leagued  against  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  domestic  slavery.  They  have  no  other 
allies  to  sustain  their  constitutional  rights,  except  J 
the|  Democracy  of  the  North.  I  do  not  mean  to  \ 
insinuate  that  the  Whig  party  of  the  North  are  gen- 
erally abolitionists.  Far  from  it.  But  this  I  will 
say:  that  Whig  candidates  most  generally  receive 
the  support  of  the  abolitionists;  and,  therefore,  the 
Whigs,  as  a  party,  are  careful  not  to  give  them  of- 
fence. Far  different  is  the  conduct  of  the  Demo- 
crats. In  my  own  State,  we  inscribe  upon  our 
party  banners  hostility  to  abolition.  It  is  there  one 
of  the  cardinal  principles  of  the  Democratic  party; 
and  many  a  hard  battle  have  we  lought  to  sustain 
this  principle.  Whilst  the  Democrats  of  the  North 
are  exposed  to  slavery  in  the  abstract,  they  are  ever  ^ 
ready  to  maintain  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
South  against  the  fierce  and  fanatical  spirit  of 
abolition.  I,  therefore,  claim  the  right  of  discuss- 
ing the  Creole  question.  It  was  my  anxious  desire 
and  confident  hope  that  this  question,  at  least,  might 
have  been  settled  by  the  treaty.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  propitious  moment  for  adjusting  it  on  hon- 
orable terms  has  passed  away  forever.  The  British 
Gtovemment  might  have  consented  to  accept  the 
bitter  with  the  sweet;  and  to  have  done  ns  justice  on 
the  Creole  question,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  that 
portion  of  Maine  which  tbev  so  ardently  desired. 
But  we  have  not  improved  the  golden  opportunity; 
and  now  what  are  we  toldl  Why,  that  a  great  ad- 
vance has  been  made  towards  the  settlement  of  this 
question  by  the  correspondence  before  us. 
•  And  what  is  a  diptlomatic  notel  What  states- 
mi&  ever  dreamed  of  adjusting  an  important  ques- 
tion, well  calculated  to  impair  the  luirmony  and 
destroy  the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  by  a  dip- 
lomatic notal  A  treaty  is 'the  only  mode  known 
to  the  law  of  nations  by  which  sucn  questions  can 
be  settled.  Now,  sir,  it  the  letter  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
|09^ «[  tl^  6tli  Aaf  sal,  had  eyen  coniaiiwi  ever^  I 


siipalatioik  which  we  could  desire  in  regard  to  the 
Creole  question^  to  what  would  it  amounti  It 
might  poesibly  bind  the  honor  of  the  present  British 
cabine^,  but  afler  a  change  of  ministry,  would  it 
bind. their  successors'!  No  man  will  pretend  it. 
A  new  ministry  would  say  to  us,. Why  did  you 
not  secure  your  claimed  rights  by  treaty^  We  are 
not  bound  by  a  mere  diplomatic  note,  written  by 
Lord  Ashburton  in  behalf  of  a  former  ministry. 
And  more  especially  are  we  not  bound  by  it,  when 
that  minister  himself,  in  the  very  first  lenience  of 
the  note  on  which  you  rely,  disclaims  all  author- 
ity from  his  Gk>Yemment  to  enter  into  any  for- 
mal stipulation  on  the  subject;'  and  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  it,  refers  "to  great  principles  too  deep- 
ly rooted  in  the  consciences  and  sympathies  of  the 
British  people,"  which  might  cause  a  disavowal  of 
any  engagement  into  which  he  might  enter  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  this  question. 

But  even  if  the  engagement  contained  in  this 
note  of  Lord  Ashburton  were  solemnly  inserted 
in  the  body  of  the  treaty  itself,  it  would  be  wholly 
ineffectual.  It  is  contained  in  two  sentences,  which 
I  shall  read: 

**In  tb«  mem  time,  (eeje  hie  Lordebip,)  1  can  encage  that 
inotractiona  ahall  be  given  to  theGoTemoraofherNi^y'e 
coloniee  on  the  eouihern  bordereof  the  United  8taieetoeze' 
cute  their  own  la  we  with  carefal  attention  to  the  wtah  ortht^ir 
OoTemment,  and  that  there  ahall  be  no  offieioue  interrerence 
with  American  Teeeela  driven  bv  accident  or  by  Tjolence  into 
thoee  porte.  The  lawa  and  duiiee  of  hoepitalHy  ehali  be  exe- 
cuted, and  thoee  eeem  neither  to  require  nor  to  juetlfy  any  fur- 
ther inquiaiiion  into  the  etate  of  persons  or  things  on  l>oard  of 
reenle  ao  eitaated,  than  mar  be  Indiepeneable  to  enforce  the 
obeenrance  of  the  maniclpal  law  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper 
regulation  of  ite  harbon  and  waters." 

Now,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  nature  of  our 
grievance,  we  shall  perceive  at  once  how  wholly 
inadequate  his  Lordship's  stipulation  will  be  to  af- 
lord  a  remedy.  American  ciiizetis,  in  transport- 
ing their  slaves  by  sea,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to 
States  on  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, must  pass  through  the  Bahama  channel.  If 
their  vessels  are  driven  into  any  British  port  along 
this  channel,  by  storms,  or  are  carried  there  in 
consequence  of  mutiny  and  murder,  Che  slaves,  who 
can  esca|>e  to  the  shore  by  any  means  what* 
ever,  are  instantly  free.  Such  is  the  law  of  Eng- 
ILland,  which  will  most  probably  never  be  changed. 
Ml  But  whilst  the  slaves  remain  on  board  of  an 
American  vessel,  they  are,  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  law  of  nations,  on  American  soil.  Now,  if 
his  Lordship  had  stipulated  that  the  British  au- 
thorities should  prevent  the  slaves  on  board  of  ves- 
sels driven  into  port  by  storms,  or  carried  there 
by  mutiny,  lYx)m  making  their  escape  to  the  ^ore, 
there  would  have  been  some  efllciency  in  the  en- 
gagement. This  would  have  been  a  stipulation 
/  to  do  a  positive  act,  which  would  have  retained 
and  secured  the  slaves  In  the  possession  of  their 
masters.  But  the  engagements  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton are  all  merely  negative.  The  British  colo- 
nial governors  are  not  themselves  to  be  instru- 
mental in  releasing  the  slaves,— they  slpU  not  ofll- 
cially  interfere  with  American  vessels  driven  by 
accident  and  by  violence  into  those  porU:, — they 
shall  not  make  any  further  inquisition  into  the 
state  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of  vessels 
thus  situated,  than  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  the 
mtmicipal  laws.  All  is  nq^ive,  and  is  intended 
merely  to  prevent  the  British  authorities  them- 
selves from  becoming  actors  in  violating  our  rights! 
The  people  of  any  of  these  colonies,  without  vio- 
lating his  Lordship's  engagement,  may  interfere  to 
produce  the  escape  of  the  slaves  from  any  such 
vessels.  That  they  will  hereafier  act  in  this  man- 
ner, there  can  be  no  doubt,  judging  from  their  past 
conduct. 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Webster,  I  must  say  that  he  has 
placed  this  whole  subject  in  a  most  clear,  forcible, 
and  striking  light.  He  has  proved  conclusively 
that  we  ask  no  engagement  from  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  but  what  they  are  clearly  bound  to  per- 
form, under  the  law  oi  nations,  without  any  treaty 
stipulation  whatever.  What  I  complain  of  is,  that 
while  he  always  demonstrates  his  propositions,  they 
never  produce  any  practical  effect  for  our  advan- 
tage. Lord  Ashburton  does  not  attempt  to  answer 
his  argimieiits,  because.they  areunansweiable;  and 
yet,  in  general  terms,  his  Lordship  declares  that 
some  of  them  have  rather  surprised  and  startled 
him,  though  he  will  not  pretend  to  judge  them. 
His  object  was  to  transfer  the  negotiation  concern- 
ing the  Creole  to  London;  and  in  this  he  has  suc- 
ceeded. Our  object  ought  to  have  been  to  settle  the 
question  in  Washington,  and  to  connect  togeth- 
er, in  t|M  same  treaty,  the  Creole  qnesUon  with 


the  Northeastern  boundary.  I  most  sincerely  hope 
that  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  now  believe  none  of 
us  will  ever  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  Creole 
question  will  be  sealed  on  terms  honoiable  afld  sat- 
isfactory to  this  country. 

One  remark  I  feel  impelled  to  make — and  that  is, 
that  this  Senate  deserves  to  be  famous  not  only  lor 
passing  abstract  resolutions,  but  for  our  willingnei« 
to  surrender  them  whenever  we  are  called  upon  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  We  have  unanimously  re- 
solved and  re-resolved  in  lavor  of  our  title  to  the 
disputed  teiritor3r;  and  we  have  pursued  a  sitnilar 
course  in  relation  to  the  principles  involved  in  the 
Creole  question.  1  hope  that  we  shall  hereafter  de- 
sist from  such  vain  and  idle  proceedidgs. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  18^,  we  resolved,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  that  our  ships  on  the  high  seas,  in 
time  of  peace,  were,  according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  our  coun- 
try; and  further,  ftiat,  when  forced  by  stress  of 
weather,  or  other  unavoidable  cause,  into  the  poits 
of  a  friendly  power,  they,  with  their  cargoes,  "and 
*  persons  on  board,  with  their  properly,  and  all  the 
rights  belonging  to  their  personal  relations,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  laws  of  the  Slate  to  which  they  be- 
long, would  be  placed  under  the  protection  which 
the  laws  of  nations  extend  to  the  unfortunate  under 
such  circumstances."  These  propositions  have 
been  demonstrated  b^  the  Secretary  of  Slate.  And 
yet,  after  our  clear  rights,  under  the  law  of  nations, 
have  been  repeatedly  outraged  by  the  British  au- 
thorities and  people,  all  we  nave  obtained  for  their 
security  is  a  diplomatic  note  containing  engage- 
ments which  will  have  no  practical  effect  whatever, 
and  which  may  be  recalled  at  pleasure  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  So  much  for  the  case  of  the  Cre- 
ole. 

I  now  approach  the  treaty  itself,  and  shall  first 
discuss  the  eighth  article.  It  stipulates  that  each  of  , 
the  contracting  parties  shall  maintainon  the  coast  of  ^ 
Africa  a  naval  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns, 
to  enforce,  separately,  the  laws  of  each  country  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  "the  said  squad- 
rons to  be  independent  of  each  other,  bnt  the  two 
Governments  stipulating,  nevertheless,  to  give  such 
orders  to  their  officers  commanding  their  respec- 
tive forces,  as  shall  enable  them  to  act  most  effectu- 
ally in  concert  and  co-opera'ion,  upon  mutual  con- 
sultation, as  exigencies  may  arise,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  true  object  of  this  article;  copies  of  all 
such  orders  to  be  communicated  by  each  Gk>vem- 
ment  to  the  other,  respectively." 

Now,  sir,  the  first  remark  in  re^d  to  this  most 
important  article,  which  mustslnke  every  mind,  is, 
that  it  has  become  a  part  of  the  treaty,  without  any 
correspondence  whatever  between  the  two  plenipo- 
tentiaries in  relation  to  the  subject.  We  are  left 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced the  negotiators  in  forming  this  article,  except 
from  the  obscure  hints  which  may  be  collected  from 
the  President's  message  which  accompanied  the 
treaty.  And  here  I  would  remark,  that  this  corre- 
spondence throughout  presents  a  singular  spectacle, 
which,  I  trust,  may  never  be  exhibited  again  in  any 
important  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power.  Ev- 
erything had  been  previously  arranged  in  verbal 
conferences,  without  any  note  or  memorandum  of 
what  had  transpired  at  them,  before  the  date  of  the 
letters  communicated  with  the  treaty;  and  these  let- 
ters were  evidently  intended  merely  to  present  re- 
sults in  soch  a  form  as  might  best  satisfy  the  people 
of  both  nations.  The  original  pretensions  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other— the  manner  in  which  they 
were  resisted— the  means  by  which  they  were  mod- 
ified and  received  their  present  form— all,  all  are 
buried  in  oblivion;  so  far  as  this  Government  is 
concerned.  The  tracks  of  the  negotiators  were 
made  upon  the  .sand,  and  the  returning  tide  has  ef- 
faced them  forever.  Such  is  the  case  in  relation  to 
this  Government;  but  not  so,  I  shall  venture  to  as- 
sert, in  regard  to  England. 

The  first  duly  of  every  responsible  minister  en- 
gaged in  the  negotiation  of  an  important  treaty  is, 
to  communicate  to  his  Government  a  faithful  his- 
iory  in  detail  of  all  his  oflicial  conferences.  The 
British  Government,  beyond  a  doubt,  have  been  ac- 
curately informed,  Irom  day  to  day,  of  the  progress 
of  this  negotiation;  and  though  the  despatches  ot 
Lord  Ashburton  may  not,  for  many  years,  see  the 
light,  yet  they  will  be  a  great  diplomatic  curiosiiy 
whenever  published.  Instructed  to  settle  all  the 
questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries,  the 
means  will  then  appear  by  which  he  succeeded  m 
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settlefkieDt  of  any  of  these  questions)  except  such  as 
vere  for  the  advantage  of  nis  own  country. 

Bat^ir,  I  trust  that  no  other  American  minister 
may  ever  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Webster  in 
this  particular.  Such  a  mode  of  negotiation  can 
oQlvoe  tolerated  between  absolute  sovereigns;  but 
imder  a  Government  where  every  public  agent  is 
responsible  to  the  people,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, our  most  important  affiiirs  with  foreign  na- 
tions ought  never  to  be  concluded  without  a  record 
of  the  conferences  which  led  to  the  result.  I  m3rself 
negotiated  an  important  treaty  with  Russia;  and  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty  to  write  down,  be- 
fore I  retired  to  rest,  the  substance  of  every  confer- 
ence with  the  Russian  Minister  for  Foreign  Afl&irs, 
and  afterwards  transmit  it  to  my  Government  by 
the  very  first  opportunity. 

These  observations,  sir,  will  account  for  the  re- 
markable fact,  that,  although  Lord  Ashburton  ar- 
rived in  Washington,  and  wa«'  presented  to  the 
President  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  his  mis- 
sion did  not  terminate  until  the  9lh  of  August,  yet 
the  whole  correspondence  in  relation  to  impress- 
ment, to  the  Caroline  (question,  and  to  the  (jreole 
3uestion,  took  place  within  the  last  week  or  ten 
ays  of  its  termination.  All  had  been  agreed  upon 
beforehand  in  private  conferences;  and  the  corre- 
spondence was  only  making  up  the  record  for  pub- 
lic view.  What  Mr.  WebSer  originally  proposed, 
what  he  insisled  upon,  and  what  he  retracted,  can 
now  only  be  known  to  himself  and  to  the  British 
Government. 

But,  in  regard  to  this  eighth  article  of  the  treaty, 
we  have  not  even  any  formal  record  made  up,  nor 
any  explanation  whatever.  There  it  stands  in  the 
treaty;  wit  how,  or  why  it  got  there,  we  are  left  to 
conjecture.  We  bind  ourselves  to  England  that  we 
fhall  maintain  a  naval  force  of  eighty  guns  on  the 
coast  of  Africa;  whilst  the  condition  of  our  treasury 
is  so  deplorable,  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
duce our  small  army,  and  leave  our  fellow-citizens 
beyond  the  Mississippi  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the 
numerous  savage  trioes  transported  to  that  region 
by  our  own  policy.  Did  the  British  Government 
demand  this  sacrifice  at  our  hands'?  Was  it  neces- 
sary to  appease  the  wounded  pride  of  England  at 
the  disappointment  she  experienced  when  France — 
our  ancient  and  faithful  ally — refused  to  ratify  the 
quintuple  treaty,  and  identified  herself  with  us  in  re- 
sisting the  right  of  visitation  and  search?  All  is 
obscurity — all  is  darkness.  We  do  not  know,  and 
we  never  shall  know,  what  passed  between  the  ne- 
gotiators on  this  subject  in  their  private  confer- 
ences. Under  a  Government  where  every  public 
minister  is  responsible,  we  find  a  most  important 
article  inserted  in  a  treaty,  and  know  not  even  by 
whom  it  was  proposed. 

Now,  sir,  in  common  with  all  America,  I  abhor 
the  slave-trade.  Our  duty  both  to  God  and  man 
requires  that  we  should  prevent  it  from  being  con- 
ducted under  the  American  flag.  For  this  purpose, 
we  ought  to  send  a  naval  force  to  the  coast  or  Af- 
rica, whenever  this  may  become  necessary  for  its 
suppression.  This  course  we  have  always  hitherto 
pursued.  But  why  should  we  yield  up  the  exer- 
cise of  our  own  free  will,  at  the  dictation  of  Eng- 
land? Why  should  we  bind  ourselves  in  bonds  to 
her  that  we  shall  do  our  duty?  The  Father  of  his 
Country,  while  he  advised  us  to  cultivate  peace  and 
friendship  with  all  nations,  at  the  same  time  warned 
us  against  entangling  alliances  with  any.  We 
have  hitherto  acted  upon  this  wise  and  salutary 
maxim;  and  the  present  is  the  first  entangling  alli- 
ance we  have  ever  contracted  with  any  nation, 
since  the  date  of  his  solemn  warning.  Hereafler, 
whether  it  be  convenient  or  inooovenieni  to  us — 
whether  it  be  necessary  or  not, — we  have  sol- 
emnly pledged  ourselves  to  England,  that,  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  dur- 
ing the  period  of  five  years,  we  shall  keep  eighty 
guns  afloat  on  the  coast  of  Africa :  and  she,  of  all 
others,  is  the  nation  which  will  exact  a  strict  per- 
formance of  this  pledge.  There  is  no  reciprocity, 
except  in  name,  in  this  article  of  the  treaty.  The 
naval  force  of  Great  Britain  is  so  large,  that,  with- 
out any  engagement  whatever,  she  would  keep  a 
greater  number  than  eighty  guns  on  the  African 
coast.  In  the  face  of  all  these  objections,  and  in 
this  moment  of  our  depressed  finances,  we  agree 
to  expend  S700,000  per  annum,  to  enable  England 
to  present  to  Christendom  this  new  trophy  which 
she  has  won  in  the  cause  of  universal  emancipa* 
lion.  1  take  my  estimate  of  the  expense  from  the 
Senators  from   Missouri  and  New  Hampshire, 
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the  cost  of  each  gun  at  sea  (including  ship-building 
and  all)  amounts  io  $9,000. 

But,  sir,  much  as  1  dislike  this  article  in  the  as- 
pect in  which  it  has  already  been  presented,  I  dis- 
like it  still  more  when  viewed  in  another  light. 
To  me,  it  appears,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to 
be  the  price  paid  to  the  British  Government  for  a 
relinquishment  of  its  claim,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  right  of  visiting  and  searching 
American  vessels  on  the  coast  oi  Africa.  On  (his  sub- 
ject, we  must  grope  our  way  in  the  dark — having 
no  light  to  direct  our  steps,  but  what  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  article  itselr,  and  the  intimations  con- 
tained in  the  President's  message. 

We  have  the  declaration  of  the  President,  "that 
the  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  the  comfiai'nls  made  to  this  Qovemment 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  (m^ny  of  them 
but  too  well  founded^)  of  the  visitation,  seizure, 
and  detention  of  American  vessels  on  that  coast,  by 
British  cruisers,  could  not  but  form  a  delicate  and 
highly  important  part  of  the  negotiations  which 
have  now  been  held."  We  thus  learn,  from  the 
highest  authority,  that  the  right  of  visitation  and 
search  on  the  African  coast  did  form  a  delicate 
and  highly  important  part  of  the  negotiations. 
This  was  all  conducted  in  private  conferences;  as 
nothing  on  the  subject  appears  in  the  correspond- 
ence. Mr.  Webster  must  unquestionably  have 
complained  to  Lord  Ashburton  of  the  outrages 
committed  upon  our  flag  by  British  cruisers;  and 
his  Lordship  most  probably  replied  that  these  were 
necessary  to  suppress  the  slave-trade  in  American 
vessels.  How  was  the  question  to  be  compromised? 
By  a  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  they  would  keep  a  sufficient  force  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  to  visit  and  search  their  own  vessels,  thus  • 
rendering  unnecessary  their  visitation  and  search 
by  British  cruisers.  In  this  inference  I  am  sus- 
tained by  the  language  of  the  President.  He  says 
that  "the  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant 
vessels  of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another, 
for  any  purpose,  except  those  known  or  acknowl- 
edged by  the  law  of  nations,  under  whatever  re- 
straints or  regulations  It  may  take  place,  may  lead 
to  dangerous  results.  It  ts  far  better,  by  other 
m^ans,  to  supersede  any  supposed  necessity,  or  any 
motive,  for  such  examination  or  visit.  Interference 
with  a  merchant  vessel  by  an  armed  cruiser,  is  al- 
ways a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch  the  point 
of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to  aflect  the  interests 
of  individuals.  It  has  been  thought,  therefore, 
expedient,  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  rejnoving  aU  pretext,  on  the  part  of  others, 
for  violating  the  immunities  of  the  American  flag 
upon  the  seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  ike 
law  of  nations,  to  enter  irUo  the  a/rticles  now  sub- 
milted  to  the  Senate."  These  articles,  then,  were 
entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  pre- 
texts, on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  for  ex- 
amining and  searching  our  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  These  articles  are  the  price  which  we 
have  asrreed  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  not  being 
searched  by  British  cruisers.  But  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  may  be  annulled,  at  the  pleasure 
of  either  Government,  at  the  end  of  five  years;  and 
if  it  should  be,  what  will  then  be  our  condition? 
All  ihe  arrogant  and  unjust  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government  to  visit  ana  examine  Ameri- 
can vessels  will  then  revive;  because  the  treaty 
contains  no  renunciation  whatever  of  these  pre- 
tensions. The  parties  will  then  be]  remitted  to  the 
condition  in  which  they  were  placed  before  it  was 
concluded.  Nay,  more;  the  claim  of  Great  Britain 
will  be  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  we  have 
agreed  to  purchase  a  temporary  exemption  frpm 
its  exercise,  at  the  price  of  maintaining  a  squadron 
of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa  during  a  pe- 
riod of  nve  years. 

The  President  has  referred  to  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  as  one  reason 
for  the  adoption  of  this  eighth  article.  The  tenth 
article  of  that  treaty  declares  as  follows;  "  Whereas, 
the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  justice,  and  whereas  both 
his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of 
continuing:  their  eflbrts  to  promote  its  entire  aboli- 
tion, it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both  the  contracting 
parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object." 

The  whole  world  knows  how  earljr,  and  with 
what  persevering  energy,  the  United  States  have 
exert^  themselves  to  soppreas  this  odious  trade.  I 


They  were  the  first^  a  few  years  after  the  treity  oc 
Ghent,  to  denounce  it  as  piracy  under  their  hmsi 
and  other  nations  have  followed  their  exani|4e. 
They  have  faithfully  complied  with  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  in  using  their  best  endeavors  for  ^e  sop- 
pression  of  this  trade.  But  will  any  persoo  pretend 
that  the  tenth  article  of  this  treaty  imposesaiiT  obli- 
gation upon  them  to  make  a  new  and  (ustinct 
treaty,  abridging  their  liberty 'of  thinking  and  act- 
ing for  themselves  in  accomplishing  this  desirable 
object,  and  compelling  them  to  maintain  a  squad- 
ron on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  act  in  concert  wish 
a  British  squadron,  for  this  purpose?  Surely  Lord 
Ashburton  neverset  up  any  such  pretension.  The 
tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  is  complete  in 
itself,  and  conteniplated  no  new  stipulatioo  Deiwe«a 
the  two  Gtovernnients. 

Senators  say  that  the  two  squadrons  are  to  act  io- 
dependenily  of  each  other,  and  no  dan^r  now  ex- 
ists that  American  vessels  will  be  visited  and  ex- 
amined by  British  cruisers.    I  trust  that  the  facts 
may  justify  their  prediction.    But  thetrea^  itself 
provides  that  the  two  Governments  shall  "give 
such  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their  re- 
spective forces,  as  shall  enable  themmost  ejeetnudla 
to  act  in  coTuert  and  co-operatUm.*^    The  British 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa  will  necesanly 
be  larger  than  the  American;  and  it  will  be  com- 
manded by  an  a'dmiral,  or  other  officer  of  high 
rank.    Although  no  direct  orders  may  he  kaoed 
from  the  British  commander  to  an  American  ofr 
cer;  yet,  when  the  two  squadrons  are  bound  toco- 
operate  with  each  other,  influence  will,  probably, 
be    substituted   for   command.     The   AmerioB 
squadron  will  thus,  in  efi*ect,  become  a  mere  sobn- 
diaiy  force  to  that  of  England.    Upon  a  review  of 
all  the  considerations  involved  in  this  subject,  I 
feel  deeply  solicitous  that  the  pendinir  motion  shoold 
prevail,  to  strike  this  eighth  article  from  the  tretty. 
There  is  not  the  least  danger  but  that  it  will  be  rati- 
fied by  England  without  this  article.    The  honor 
of  the  nation  requires  that  we  should  make  this 
amendment.    After  all  that  has  pa.^sed,  we  shoald 
stand  upon  that  sacred  principle  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, that  the  American  flag — waving  at  the  ma^t^ 
head  of  an    American  vessel,  shall  protect  her 
from  visitation   and  search   by^Britisli  cruisers. 
In  what  condition  do  we  place  France  by  yielding 
to  the  decfiands  of  England,— that  France,  whose 
people  have  been  ever  ready  and  ever  willing  to 
stand  by  us  in  the  day  and  hour  of  danger?   it  is 
known  to  us  all  that  England,  by  her  persevering 
solicitations,  had  obtained  from  the  Governments  of 
France,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  a  treaty  yield- 
ing the  right  of  search  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  she 
expected  to  extort  this  concession  from  us,  through 
the  moral  influence  of  these  nations.    The  treaty 
had  not  yet  been  ratified  by  France,  whea  oar 
minister  at  Paris   interposed.    His  powerful  pro- 
test against  it  aroused  the  French   people  to  a 
sense  of  their  danger.    They  took  the  alarm,  aad, 
like  their  fa'hers  in  the  Revolution,  they  united 
Willi  us  in  asserting  the  independence  of  their  flag 
and  our  flag.    Such  a  ^torm  of  indignation  vns 
thus  raised,  that  the  French  Government  withheld 
its  ratification  from  the  quintuple  treaty.    Aad  yet, 
after  all  this,  we  have  deserted  our  ancient  ally— 
we  have  framed  a  treaty  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  not  only  do  not  renounce  the 
right  of  search, but  have  obtained  from  usan  impUed 
acknowledgment  of  the  existence  of  such  a  right, 
by  our  engagement,  in  consideration  rftf  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  its  exercise,  to  maiotain  a 
squadron  of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
for  five  years,  to  act  in  concert  and  cooperatioa 
with  the  -British  squadron.    Surely,   surely,  the 
Senate  will  not  ratify  ihisarUcle  of  the  treaty.  Sure- 
ly, surely,  the  Senate  will  not  ratify  the  unjust  claim 
of  the  British  Government  to  be  the  supreme  pro- 
,  teclorof  the  rights  of  humanity,  either  on  the  ocean 
or  on  the  land. 

I  have  now  reached  the  Northeastern  boundary 
question;  and  I  have,  on  former  occasions,  vritten 
and  spoken  so  much  in  support  of  our  title  to  the 
disputed  territory,  that  I  shall  trouble  the  Senate 
with  but  a  few  observations  on  this  Inranch  of  the 
subject.  1  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  formerly 
expressed  by  Mr.  Webster,  that  the  clain  of  the 
British  Gk)vemment  "does  not  amount  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  debatable  question.''  The  Sehateunaof 
mously  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  4lh  ot  Julfi 
1838,  reported  by  myself,  as  chairman  of  theCon- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  declaring,  "That 
after  a  careful  examination,  and  deliberate  ooosid* 
eri^nof  the  whole  controvorsj  b^twaen  tint  Ufl^ 


tofr  i84t; 


^imimt^tm 


APPBlfBlX  to  fHIS  doNORfiidStoNAL  ^tOAn. 


m 


SfTH  COMO****So  ScSt. 


The  British  Dreaty — Mr.  Buchanan, 


Senate. 


States  and  €^eal  Britain,  lelatiTe  to  the  Northeast- 
ra  boundary  of  the  former,  the  Senate  does  not 
ntertain  a  doabt  of  the  entire  practicability  of  ran- 
ting and  marking  that  boundary  in  strict  conform- 
ty  with  the  stipulations  of  the  definitire  treaty  of 
»eftce~  of  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three;  and 

I  entertains  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  and 
^lidity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  full 
xtent  of  all  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
wo  powers."  The  distinguished  predecessor  [Mr. 
!Jlay]  of  the  Senator  from  Keniuclnr,  [Mr.  Crittbn- 
«!,]  then  a  member  of  the  Committee  on'  Foreign 
telations,  cordially  approved  both  of  the  report  and 
f  this  resolution;  and,  upon  his  motion,  the  latter 
ras  considered  and  adopted  on  the  anniversary  of 
nr  independence.  He  said  that  there  was  a  pecu- 
iar  fitness  in  resolving  to  maintain  the  integrity 
nd  independence  of  the  old,  thirteen  United  States 
D  the  anniversary  of  that  memorable  day  on  which 
or  independence  was  declared.  I  can  never,  then, 
dmit  that  our  title  to  the  disputed  territory  was 
ren  doubtful. 

Dr.  Franklin,  and  the  other  American  commis- 
iooers  who  negotiated  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
Q  1783,  were  wise  and  sagacious  men.  They 
new  that,  in  every  delineation  of  boundary,  it  was 

II  important  clearly  to  fix  the  starting-point;  and 
that  all  future  disputes  might  be  prevented,"  to  use 
^e  language  of  tne  treatv,  the  northwest  angle  of 
(ova  Sootla  was  established  as  the  olace  of  Segin- 
ling.  At  the  date  of  the  treaty,  tnis  was  a  well- 
iDOwn  point,  at  the  intersection  of  the  western  line 
(f  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  with  the  southern 
ine  of  the  province  of  Glaebec;  and  although  these 
wo  lines  had  never  been  actually  run  and  marked 
ipoa  the  ground,  yet  their  position  was  so  clearly 
escribed  by  royal  proclamations,  by  acts  of  Parlia- 
aent,  and  by  the  commissions  granted  to  the  Gov- 
mors  of  No v<i  Scotia  and  Gtuebec,  that  our  com- 
Qissioners  deemed  it  impossible  that  an^  serious 
ifiicalty  could  arise  in  discovering  this  angle. 
*(othing  more  was  necessary  than  to  follow  upon 
tie  ground  the  due-north  line,  plainlv  marked  upon 
diicheirs  map,  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
he  line  of  highlands  dividing  "those  rivers  that 
mpcy  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
\ioae  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean;"  and  at 
be  intersection  of  these  two  lines,  the  northwest 
Bg^te  of  Nova  Scotia  must  be  found  with  mathemat- 
sal  precision. 

All  admit  that  Mitchell's  map,  published  in 
756,  was  the  map  used  by  the  commissioners  in 
erignating  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 
Jntil  the  year  1763,  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
k;o€ia  was  the  point  where  the  line  marked  upon 
\ittt  map,  as  the  dividing  line  between  Nova  Scotia 
ad  New  England,  struck  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 
D  February,  1763,  Great  Britain  acquired  Canada 
rom  Prance  by  treaty.  Under  the  King's  proc- 
imation  of  October,  1763,  which  created  the  prov- 
nca  of  Gtuebec.  and  afterwards,  by  act  of  Parlia- 
lent,  in  1774,  this  province  was  extended  south  of 
5e  St.  Lawrence,  *'by  a  line  from  the  bay  of  Cha- 
mrs,  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  nvers 
lat  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
rom  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a  point  in 
>rty-five  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  on  the  eastern 
ank  of  the  river  Connecticut."  The  bay  ol  Cha- 
;urs  on  the  nonh,  in  latitude  between  48  and  49, 
nd  a  point  on  the  Connecticut,  in  latitude  45,  were 
>  be  the  two  extremities;  and  the  intermediate 
^athem  line  of  the  province  of  Cluebec  was  to  pass 
etween  these  two  points  along  the  highlands 
rhich  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
le  St.  Lawrence,  on  ihe  one  side,  from  those  fall- 
ig  into  the  sea,  upon  the  other.  The  definitive 
•caty  of  peace  adopts  the  language  of  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1774,  and  describes  the  northwest 
Dgle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be  "that  angle  which  is 
^rmed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source 
f  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands"  "which  divide 
losc  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
.^wrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
cean."  Now,  sir,  let  any  Senator  cast  his  eyes 
ipon  Mitchell's  map,  and  follow  the  well-marked^ 
ae-north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix; 
nd  he  will  find  that  it  crosses  the  river  St.  John 
ery  little  north  of  the  47ih  degree  of  latitude,  and 
toes  not  arrive  at  the  highlands  from  which  rivers 
mptr  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  until 
lorih  of  the  48th  degree  of  latitude.  And  yet,  in 
be  face  of  all  these  official  documents  of  the  very 
lighest  authority,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  Lord 
ishbarton,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Webster  of  the  21st 
aae  lwt|  declared  "his  fettled  conviction  that  it 


was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  however  imperfectly  those  intentions 
may  have  been  executed,  to  leave  to  Great  Britain, 
by  their  description  of  boundaries,  the  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  St.  John."  In  order  to  enter- 
tain this  conviction,  he  must  believe  that  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  the  province  of  Cluebec,  under 
the  royal  proclamation  of  1763,  and  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1774,  extended  not  merely  to  the 
dividing  highlands  whence  streams  ^ow  into  the 
St.  Lawrenpe;  but  about  a  hundred  miles  south  of 
these  highlands,  embracing  a  region  of  country 
watered  by  a  large  river,  (the  St.  John,)  and  its 
numerous  tributaries,  which  flow,  not  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  but  into  the  sea.  And  Dr.  Frankhn  and 
our  other  commissioners,  with  Mitchell's  map  be- 
fore them,  and  the  St.  John  with  all  its  tributaries 
in  full  view,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Lordship,  intend- 
ed to  bring  the  northwestern  anfi^e  of  Nova  Scotia 
down  to  Mars  Hill,  one  hundred  miles  south  of 
those  dividing  highlands;  from  the  opposite  slopes 
of  which,  rivers  flow  on  the  one  side  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  on  the  other  into  the  ocean.  With 
this  map  before  them,  they  were  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  language  which  they  had  employed  when 
clearly  and  distinctly  fixing  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  this  dividing  range  of  highlands, 
and  intended  to  fix  it  in  highlands  one  hundrea 
miles  south,  which  divide  not  the  sources  of  streams 
falling  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  according  to  the  descripticm  of  the  treaty,  but 
the  sources  of  streams  falling  into  the  St.  John  on 
the  north,  and  the  Penobscot  on  the  south. 

In  opposition  to  this  treaty  line,  so  clearly  de- 
fined by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  to  make  Dr.  Franklin 
contradict  himself,  the  copy  of  an  old  French  map 
by  D'Anville  has  been  produced,  the  original  of 
which  was  recently  fbund  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  the 
office  of  Foreign  Afiairs  at  Paris,  among  60,000 
other  maps.  It  is  dated  in  1746;  and  upon  its  face 
there  is  a  line  traced,  in  red  ink,  running  along  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  head  waters  of  the  Pe- 
nobscot and  Kennebec  on  the  south,  from  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  St.  John  on  the  nonh.  Much  import- 
ance seems  to  have  been  attached  to  this  map  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  was  communicated  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  great  confi- 
dence, and  with  an  air  of  solemn  mvstery;  and  se- 
rious apprehensions  were  expressed  lest  Lord  Ash- 
burton  might  obtain  information  of  the  existence  of 
so  precious  a  document  The  dreaded  inference 
was,  that  this  must  be  the  very  map  which  had 
been  marked  by  Dr.  Franklin  for  Count  Ver- 
gennes,  at  his  request;  and  that  the  red  lines  upon 
It  were  the  boundary  hnes^  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty,  traced  by  the  hand  of  its  chief 
negotiator.  In  plain  English,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing Dr.  Franklin  had  signed  the  provisional  treaty 
on  the  30lh  day  of  November,  1788,  defining  the 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  to  be  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  St.  Croix 
river  to  the  highlands,  and  thence  along  the  high- 
lands dividing  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  empty  themselves  into 
the  Atlantic;  yet  that,  only  six  short  days  thereafter, 
he  had  marked  this  very  treaty  line  upon  a  map 
for  Count  Vergennes,  as  a  line  not  running  nortn 
at  all  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  but  run- 
ning west;  and  not  separating  the  head-waters  of 
the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  dividing  the 
tributaries  of  the  St.  John  from  the  head-waters  of 
the  Kennebec  and  the  Penobscot.  To  credit  this, 
we  must  believe  either  that  the  Doctor  had  a  very 
short  memorv,  or  that  he  did  not  understand  the 
plainest  provisions  of  the  treaty  to  which  he  had 
just  become  a  party.  Neiiher  the  one  supposition 
nor  the  oilier  can  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  Those 
who  attach  such  importance  to  this  map,  surely 
could  not  have  been  aware  of  the  fact,  that,  previous 
to  the  year  1763,  when  Canada  was  ceded  by  France 
to  England,  all  the  French  maps  that  were  publish- 
ed had  the  dividing  line  between  the  possessions  of 
France  and  England  marked  in  this  very  manner. 
By  this  line  France  claimed  against  England  prior 
to  the  year  1763;  and  it  would  have  been  ^'passing 
strange"  if  this  old  map  of  1746--bearing  date  thirty- 
six  years  before  the  existence  of  our  provisional 
treaty  with  England'-should  not  have  been  thus 
marked.  The  wonder  would  have  been  to  have 
found  any  map  of  that  date  in  the  French  Foreign 
Office  marked  in  any  other  manner. 

The  logic  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  would  be 
made  to  stultify  himself  is,  that  he  certainly  did 
mark  aome  map  for  Count  A^r^ennes  with  the 


lines  of  the  provisional  treaty;  but  what  has  become 
of  this  map,  no  man  living  can  tell.  An  old  French 
map  of  1746,  however,  nas  been  found  by  Mr. 
Sparks,  among  sixty  thousand  other  maps,  marked 
as  all  French  maps  were  previous  to  17^. 
Therefore,  this  must  be  the  very  map  which  Dr. 
Franklin  sent  to  Count  Vergennes  sixty  years  ago. 
Quod  erat  demonstrandum.  Such  an  assumption  is 
too  absurd  to  be  assailed  by  serious  argument. 

Lord  Asbbnrton,  in  his  first  letter  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster, of  the  I3ih  June,  appears  peculiarly  solicitous 
to  free  his  Govern ment  from  the  imputation  of  hav- 
ing urged  a  claim  which  they  knew  to  be  unioimd- 
ed.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  purpof>e,  he  at- 
tempts to  prove  that  the  claim  haid  been  asserted 
previously  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Now.  sir,  this  I 
utterly  deny.  No  question  was  ever  made,  imtil  af- 
ter that  treaty,  but  that  our  line  extended  north  of 
the  St.  John.  On  the  <y)ntrary,  this  fact  was  clearly 
admitted  in  1797,  by  agents  of  Yi\^\k  character,  act- 
ing under  the  express  authority  ot  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. Ward  Chipman,  esq.,  the  agent  of  that 
Government,  under  Jay's  treaty,  for  determining 
the  true  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  expressly  admits 
the  fact.  In  his  argument,  he  says  that  *Hhis  north 
line  must  of  necessity  cross  the  river  St.  John." 
Nay,  more:  he  insists  that,  "if  a  north  line 
is  to  be  traced  from  the  source  of  the  Cheput- 
natecook,  (which  was  eventually  established  as 
the  point  or  beginning,)  it  will  not  only  cross  the 
river  St.  John,  within  about  fifty  miles  from  Fred- 
erickton,  the  metropolis  of  New  Brunswick,  but 
will  cut  off  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  faU  into 
the  Bay  of  ChaUurs^  if  not  of  many  others— proba^ 
bly  the  Merramichi  among  them — which  fall  into  the 
Qvlf  of  St.  Lawrence."  Robert  Liston,  esq.,  then  ' 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  to  the  united 
States,  in  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Chij)man — 
and  this,  but  fourteen  years  after  the  date  of^the  de- 
finitive treaty— clearly  admits  that  this  north  line 
would  cross  the  St.  John.  And  yet  Lord  Asbbnr- 
ton, at  this  late  day,  is  firmly  convinced,  not  only 
that  it  would  not  cross  the  St.  John,  but  that  it 
would  stop  short  at  Mars  Hill,  and  turn  to  the  west 
some  forty  or  fifty  miles  south  of  that  river. 

Previously  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  the 
British  Government  had  discovered  the  vast  im- 
portance of  obtaining  a  cession  of  that  portion  of 
our  territory  in  the  northern  part  of  Maine,  through 
which  the  direct  communication  lies  between  their 
provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  and 
the  city  of  Cluebec.  ^The  British  commissioners, 
at  the  nrst,  did  not  insinuate  that  they  had  any  right, 
under  the  treaty,  to  this  northern  angle  of  Maine; 
but  merely  proposed  "such  a  variation  of  the  line 
of  frontier  as  might  secure  a  direct  commu- 
nication between  Cluebec  and  Halifax :"  and  for 
this  cession  they  were  willing  to  yield  an  equiva- 
lent, "either  in  frontier  or  otherwise.*'  It  was  not 
until  after  the  American  commissioners  had  de- 
clared "they  had  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,"  that  the  British 
commissioners  insinuated  (rather  than  asserted) 
the  first  doubt  in  regard  to  our  title.  This  faint 
pretension  was  ably  and  promptly  repelled  by  the 
American  commissioners :  and  the  correspondfence 
on  this  subject  ended  with  a  note  from  the  British 
commissioners,  in  which  they  declare  that  "the 
British  Government  never  required  that  all  that 
portion  of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  (now  Maine)- 
intervening  between  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Cluebec  should  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain; 
but  only  that  small  portion  of  unsettled  country 
which  interrupts  the  communication  between  Quebec 
and  Halifax— there  bein^  much  doubt  whether  it  does 
not  already  belong  to  Great  Britain."  Great  Brit- 
ain would  then^  sir,  you  perceive,  have  gladly  ac- 
cepted this  small  portion  of  the  disputed  territory 
by  cession,  and  granted  an  equivalent  therefor, 
either  in  frontier  or  otherwise.  What  has  she  now 
obtained  under  the  present  treaiyl  Not  merely 
the  small  intervening  territory  necessary  to  connect 
her  two  provinces — which  was  all  she  desired  in 
1814— but  all  the  territory  of  Maine  north  of  the 
St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis,  containing  2,636,160 
acres,  or  4,119  square  miles;  and,  in  addition  there- 
to, a  strip  of  territory  south  of  the  St.  Francis.  110 
miles  in  length,  along  the  highland  frontier  oi  that 
State,  containing  571,520  acres,  or  893  square 
miles.  No  man  can  even  set  up  the  pretence  that 
this  strip  of  territory  is  in  any  manner  necessary 
to  secure  a  direct  communication'  between  Cluebec 
and  Halifax.  It  has  been  wrested  from  us  for  a 
far  difierent  purpose.  Instead  of  yielding  us  any 
equivalent  for  tnis  cession,  either  in  land  or  in 
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money,  as  Great  Britain  was  anxious  to  do  at 
Ghent,  we  ourselves  have  agreed  to  purchase  it 
from  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  at  a  stipulated 
sum,  in  order  that  we  may  cede  it,  without  money 
and  without  price,  to  satisfy  the  arrogant  preten- 
sions of  this  domineering  nation.  The  King  of 
the  Netherlands,  although  much  under  the  influ- 
ence of  England  at  the  time  he  made  his  award, 
never  thought  of  giving  her  more  of  our  territory 
than  she  claimed  to  be  necessary  for  a  free  and  di- 
rect communication  between  her  provinces.  It 
was  reserved  for  an  American  Secretary  of  Slate 
to  surrender  this  territory—and  that,  too,  the  high- 
land boundary  which  secured  Maine  against  the 
assault?  of*  Great  Britain— of  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three  square  miles,  in  order  to  satisfy  her 
rapacity.  The  Dutch  King  had  never  dreamed  of 
imposing  on  us  any  such  humiliating  terms. 

But  I  am  in  advance  of  my  subject,  and  must  re- 
turn. Loril  Ashburion,  intdit  upon  proving  (as 
well  he  might  be,  for  the  honor  of  tiis  countryjtbat 
the  British  claim  was  not  a  mere  unfounded  pre* 
tence  to  extort  territory  from  a  neighboring  nation, 
refers  to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr. 
King,  in  1802,  and  the  message  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to 
Congress,  in  1803,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  treaty  highlands,  at  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  coald  not  be  found  upon  the  ground.  Re- 
cent surveys  have  clearly  established  that  these 
distinguished  men  were  bot^  mistaken  in  this  par- 
ticular. But  no  matter.  Has  Mr.  Madison  or  Mr. 
Jefferson  ever  admitted,  if  an  actual  mountain 
ndge  could  not  be  found  upon  the  ground,  that 
our  north  line  from  the  monument  should  stop  short 
south  of  the  St.  John,  and  should  not  be  extended 
as  far  north  as  the  region  where  the  sources  of  those 
rivers  "that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence" interlock  with  the  sources  of  tha«;e  "which 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  oceanl"    This  will   not  be 

Sretended.  The  fact  is  directly  opposite;  because 
fr.  Madison,  in  these  very  instructions  to  Mr. 
King  to-  which  his  Lordship  refers,  declares  dis- 
tinctly, upon  the  presumption  that  a  mountainous 
ridge  couldnot  be  found  upon  the  ground, that  "i2ve 
regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  general  idea  thai  the 
line  ought  to  terminate  on  the  elevated  ground  di- 
viding  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic  jrom  those 
emptying  themselves  into  (he  St.  Lawrence."  If  no 
actual  highlands  could  have  been  found,  it  would 
nevertheless  remain  a  geographical  fact  not  to  be 
contested,  that  there  exists  a  range  of  country  di- 
viding the  streams  which  flow  on  the  one  side  inio 
the  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  flow,  on  the 
other  side,  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  It  was  here, 
then,  that,  under  the  treaty,  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  to  be  found,  and  not  in  a  range  ol 
highlands  far  to  the  south  of  the  Sc  John,  and  far 
to  the  south  of  the  sources  of  the  streams  which  fall 
into  the  St.  Lawrence.  Accordingly,  we  find  that 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
London,  on  the  12ih  May,  1803,  between  Mr.  King 
and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed under  its  tiuthority  were  directed  "to  cause  the 
said  boundary  line  between  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  as  the  same  has  been  determined  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  run  and  mark- 
ed, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  afore- 
saidV  [^^  1783.]  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  this 
treaty  was  negotiated  under  the  very  insirnctions 
from  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Kin^,  on  which  Lord 
Ashbnrton  relies  to  defend  his  Govern meni  against 
the  imputation  that  their  claim  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory was  not  a  mere  unfounded  pretence.  The 
negotiators  of  this  treaty  of  1803,  from  its  very 
terms,  could  have  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  the 
line  between  the  monument  and  the  northwest  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia  could  be  run  and  marked,  ac- 
cording to  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  It  is  true 
that  the  treaty  of  1803  was  never  ratified;  but  no  ob- 
jection was  ever  made  by  either  party  to  the  arti- 
cle containing  this  stipulation. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  present  British  claim  was 
all  an  afterthought.  It  owes  its  origin  entirely  to 
the  discovery  that  it  was  necessary,  by  some  pre- 
tence or  other,  to  wrest  from  us  the  territory  which, 
if  in  onr  possession,  might  interrupt  the  communi- 
cation between  Nova  Scotia  and  Cluebec.  They 
then  contended  that  no  actual  highlands  could  be 
found  upon  the  ground,  such  as  those  described  by 
the  treaty.  They  placed  particular  emphasis  on 
the  word  "highlands;"  and  insisted  that,  if  a  moun- 
tain range  couldnot  be  found,  the  treatv  was  abso- 
lutely void,  for  uncertainty.  But,  when  "high- 
lands" are  spoken  of  as  dividing;  waters  flowing  in  } 


opposite  directions,  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  term 
perfectly  palpable?  From  the  very  laws  of  nature, 
such  highlands  must  exist  and  slope  off  in  opposite 
directions.  Whether  they  consist  of  ta^le-land,  or 
even  swamp,  or  shoot  up  into  mountain  ridges,  still, 
if  there  be  a  height  or  land  frovi  which  streams 
flow  down  in  opposite  directions,  this  most  clearly 
answers  the  description  of  the  treaty.  It  is  not  the 
elevation  of  these  highlands,but  their  capacity  to  di- 
vide waters,  which  stamps  upon  them  their  char- 
acter. 

After  the  British  Government  had  thus  summa- 
rily annihilated  the  "highlands"  of  the  treaty,  they 
had  still  to  perform  other  wonders.  Eveti  if  this 
partof  the  description  were  gone,  enough  would 
still  remain  clearly  to  identify  the  treaty  line — as 
Mitchell's  map,  and  all  other  maps,  plainly  show  a 
range  of  country  separating  "those  rivers  that  emp- 
ty themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  tbc  Atlantic  ocean."  What 
task,  then,  had  they  next  to  perform?  After  sinking 
the  highlands,  tbey.contenaed,  with  all  imaginable 
gravity,  that  no  rivers  existed  in  that  region  which 
fell  into  the  Atlantic.  And  whyl  The*  St.  John 
(say  they)  is  not  a  river  falling  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  because  it  has  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy; 
neither  is  the  Ristigouche,  because  it  has  its  mouth  m 
tjie  Bayof  Chaleurs.  AndwhatisthisBay  of  Fundy 
itself,  but  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  oceanl  A  bay  is  a 
mere  opening  of  the  main  ocean  into  the  land;  and 
you.might,  with  the  same  justice,  contend  that  the 
Bay  of  Naples  is  not  a  portion  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, as  that  the  Bay  of  Fundy  is  not  a  portion  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean.  What  absolute  triflmgitisto 
contend  that  a  river  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic, 
because,  in  reaching  the  main  ocean,  it  may  pass 
through  a  bay.  The  Delaware  does  not  fall  into 
the  Atlantic,  because  it  flows  into  it  through  the 
Bay  of  Delaware;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  St. 
John  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  because  it 
flows  into  it  through  the  Bay  of  Fundy!  By  the 
same  process  of  reasoning,  there  is  not  a  single 
river  in  the  State  of  Maine  which  falls  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  They  all  have  their  mouths  in 
different  bays.  Truly,  the  British  claim  does  not 
rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  debatable  question.  It  is 
not  even  a  decent  pretence. 

But  even  after  the  British  Government  had  thus 
annihilated  the  treaty  hig4i lands,  and  proved  that 
the  St.  John,  whose  northern  tributary  streams  rise 
in  these  highlands,  did  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic, 
there  was  another  description  still  left  of  the  treaty 
boundary^  against  which  they  have  never  been  able 
to  utter  a  word.  It  Is  a  settled  common-sense  rule 
of  construction,  that  if  any  portion  of  a  description 
of  boundary  fail,  yet  if  enough  remains  clearly  to 
manifest  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties,  this 
is  sufficient.  Now,  the  British  Government  have 
never  pretended  that  rivers  do  not  exist  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  exactly 
in  accordance  with  the  description  of  the  treaty. 
On  .Mitchell's  map,  you  perceive  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence running  from  the  southwest  to  the  northeast; 
whilst  numerous  tributaries  rising  to  the  south  of 
it,  and  passing  north  through  its  valley,  empty 
themselves  into  the  main  stream.  This  portion  of 
the  description  remains,  and  would  be  just  as  con- 
clusive in  favor  of  our  right  as  though  the  treaty 
had  referred  to  nothing  else.  The  bad  does  not 
and  cannot  vitiate  the  good. 

I  have  said  much  more  on  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject than  I  had  intended,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  our  ri^ht,  but  to  show  that  tne  misera- 
ble pretexts  to  which  I  he  Britibh  Government  have 
been  compelled  to  resort  in  order  to  obtain  our 
territory,  are  unworthy  of  a  great  nation,  and  that 
Lord  Ashburton  <;an  never  free  them  from  the  im- 

Eutation  of  denlanding  that  to  which    they  must 
ave  known  they  had  no  right. 

Lei  me  now  present  a  sketch  of  the  history  of 
this  negotiation  between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord 
Ashburion,  in  relation  to  the  Maine  boundary,  in 
a  plain  and  distinct  form,  before  the  Senate.  The 
first  fact  which  strikes  the  mind  with  astonishment 
is,  that  Mr.  Webster  should  have  agreed,  in  their 
preliminary  conferences,  to  waive  all  discussion 
"on  the  general  grounds  on  which  each  party  con- 
siders their  claims  respectively  to  rest,"  as  not  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  any  practical  result.  This  a  p. 
pears  conclusively  from  the  Very  first  paragraph  of 
the  first  letter  addressed  by  Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr. 
Webster,  on  the  13ih  June,  1842,  and  his  answer  of 
the  8ih  July. 

I  may  be  asked  wji^t  coucst  Mr.  Webster,  in  my 


opinion,  ought  to  have  panned.     I  answer,  h: 
ought  to  have  invariably  insisted  on  oar  right  si 
the  disputed  territory;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  ^ 
have  expressed  bis  willingness,  for  the  sake  of 
good  neighborhood,  and  in  coosideration  of  a  fiur 
equivalent  in  territory,  to  have  yielded  this  rigb 
so  far  as  to  grant  to  Great  Britain  what  her  ooa^ 
missioners  had  so  earnestly  desired  at  Ghent— ^sock 
a  variation  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  might  secani 
a  direct  communication  between  Cluebec  and  Hal* 
ifax."    Nature  herself  seems  to  have  pointed  octp 
these  mutual  equivalents.    Whoever  will  ca«t  his? 
eye  over  the  map  of  Maine  and  New  BmnsviclK,^ 
must  be  forcibly  struck  with  this  trntJi.    If  the  rig^^ 
of  way  over  our  territory  between  EUliiax  Soi 
Cluebec  had  been  alone  solicited,  it  ought  to  havo 
been  conceded  to  Great  Britain  in  exchange  foe 
the  right  to  navigate  the  St.  John.     Bat,  as  \ht 
British  Gk>vemment  earnestly  desired  to  possess  t^ 
right  of  sovereignly  in  the  soil  over  which  this  way 

Eassed,  the  northern  triangle  of  Maine  ooghi  u 
ave  been  surrendered  for  the  much  smaller  ui- 
angle  belonging  to  the  province  of  New  Bhide- 
wick,  west  of  the  St.  John.  This  would  have  es- 
tablished a  river  boundary  between  the  two  coon* 
tries,  from  the  point  where  the  due-north  line  froa 
the  monument  strikes  Eel  river,  all  the  disttsct 
round  by  Eel  river,  the  St.  John,  and  the  St  Fno- 
cis,  to  the  western  highland  boundary  of  the  treaty. 
But  what  is  our  present  condition,  under  this  trcatjT 
We  have  cedea  to  Great  Britain  all  the  tcrriio^ 
she  desired;  and  yet  we  have  not  obtained  this 
narrow  strip  of  territory  west  of  the  Sl  Joia 
She  still  retains  it:  and  there  an  organizei 
sptem  of  smuggling  can  be  established;  and  (too. 
thence,  in  case  of  war,  her  troops  can  be  poured  in- 
to the  very  heart  of  the  State  of  Maine.  To  pre- 
serve peace  and  good  neighborhood  between  ind^ 
Eendent  nations,  a  river  or  a  mountain  boundary 
as  always  been  deemed  of  essential  importance. 
And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  we  have  never  io- 
sisted  upon  this  river  boundary,  on  the  cast  of 
Maine,  which  Nature  herself  seems  to  have  estab- 
lished; whilst  we  have  actually  surrendered  into 
the  keeping  of  Great  Britain  the  whole  of  our  west- 
ern mountain  boundary. 

Lord  Ashburton  having  obtained  from  Mr.  Web- 
ster the  important  concession  that  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  disputed  territory  sfaonld  bo 
longer  be  a  subject  of  discussion,  the  next  co&ce^ 
sion  which  this  shrewd  practical  diplooaiin  de- 
sired to  obtain  seemed  to  follow  as  an  almost  ne- 
cessary consequence.  For  years  the  BiitishGor- 
ernment  have  contended  that  the  whole  territory  of 
Maine  north  of  these  pretended  highlands,  whick 
take  a  westerly  direction  from  Mars  Hill,  wa?  ia 
dispute;  and  that  it  was  im{)ossible  to  ascertain 
the  rights  of  the  respective  parties,  according  to 
the  treaty.  Avssuming  these  facts,  they  had,  oter 
and  over  again,  proposed  to  divide  the  dispoted 
territory  between  the  two  countries,  witboat  graat- 
ing  any  equivalent  to  us  beyond  its  limits.  Wbea 
the  American  negotiator,  therefore,  in  the  very 
beginning,  admitted  that  it  would  be  vain  for  as 
to  insist  upon  our  rights  under  the  treaty,  it  seemed 
to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
disputed  territory  must  be  divided  bet;ireen  tb« 
parties,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Britsh 
Government.  But  this  was  far  from  the  opioioa 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maine.  Indeed,  it  does  not 
even  seem  to  have  originally  been  the  intention  of 
Lord  Ashburton  himself  to  make  any  sach  ei- 
travagant  demand.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  hislet- 
ter  to'Gov.  Fairfield,  dated  ilth  April,  1842,  informs 
him  that  his  Lordship  had  ^'oJiciaUy  annmmcei  it 
this  department,  thaty  in  regard  to  the  b&umd*n 
question,  he  has  a'ulhority  to  treat  for  a  amventiomtl 
lincy  or  line  by  agreemenlf  on  such  terms  and  am- 
ditionSy  and  with  such  muluai  consideraUoms  and 
equivalents  as  may  be  thought  just  and  eqtaUUe." 
I  would  ask  every  Senator  of  this  body,  if,  when 
he  first  read  this  letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  entered 
into  his  imagination  to  conceive  that  Lord  Asit- 
burton,  by  these  expressions,  meant  no  naore  ibaa 
a*  division  of  the  disputed  territory  between  the 
parties.  Had  he  thus  expresv<:ed  himself,  in  dis- 
tinct terms — my  life  upon  it,  Maine  never  wooU 
have  appointed  commissioners.  Bat  Maine  dM 
not  leave  this  question  in  doubt.  Her  Legislainre, 
on  the  20th  May,  1842,  at  the  time  when  her  cob- 
missioners  were  chosen,  resolved,  "That  this  Sun 
cannot  regard  the  relinquishment,  by  the  Bridsk 
Government,  of  any  claim  heretofore  advaaced  by 
it  to  the  territory  included  within  the  limici  ef  the 
I'me  of  this  Suite,  as  desi^iuu«d  bjf  iIm  trfvy  «( 
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783,  and  Dniformly  claimed  by  Maine,  as  a  con- 
tderatiofi  or  equivalent  within  the  meaning  of 
lese  resolations.'* 

It  is  a  most  curious  point  of  diplomatic  history, 
ow,  in  the  yery  face  of  this  resolution  of  in- 
ductions, the  Maine  commissioners  were  led  on, , 
:ep  bf  stepj  to  give  their  assent  to  the  present 
reaty.  It  will  be  well  worth  while  to  spend  a  few 
lomeots  in  tracing  this  strange  history. 

The  commissioners  of  Maine  had  their  first  aa« 
ience  with  Mr.  Webster  on  Monday,  l3ih  of  June. 
)n  the  17th  7une,  Mr.  Webster  informed  Lord 
Lsbbarton  that  he  was  prepared  to  commence  the 
egotiation.  On  the  l^b  June,  they  held  their  first 
onference;  but  what  transpired  at  this  conference 
( buried  in  oblivion.  No  record  of  it  will  ever 
leet  the  public  eye.  If  Mr.  Webster  had  evinced 
a^  as  much  skill  in  managing  Lord  Ashburton 
8  he  displayed  in  managing  tne  commissioners 
f  Maine,  that  State  would  have  acquired  the  strip 
f  territory  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  St.  John, 
rhich  she  so  much  desired  to  possess. 

The  result  of  this  conference  was  the  letter  of 
.ord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster  of  the  21st  of 
une.  This  letter,  although  conciliatory  in  its 
!nns,is  one  of  bold  and  barefaced  pretension.  It 
sserts  the  principle  (which  both  the  State  of  Maine 
nd  the  Qeneral  Goyemment  had  so  long  resisted) 
lat  there  must  be  a  division  of  the  disputed  terri- 
)ry  between  the  two  countries,  without  any  other 
qnivalent  to  us:  and  it  not  only  demands  for  Qreat 
Iritaio  idl  the  aisputed  territory  north  of  the  St. 
ohn  and  the  St.  Francis,  but  also  the  whole  of  the . 
Atdawaska  settlement  south  of  the  St.  John.  Nay, 
lore:  his  Lordship  asserts  a  claim,  of  which  we 
ever  had  before  heard,  to  the  whole  territory  south 
f  the  St.  Francis  and  west  of  the  St.  John,aown  to 
someone  of  its  sources"  in  the  highlands--- thus  in- 
mding  to  deprive  Maine  not  only  of  her  western 
lighland  boundary,  but  of  the  whole  yalley  be- 
veen  that  boundary  and  the  river  St.  John.  He 
eems  to  have  well  undtrstood  the  policy  of  asking 
Qoch  more  than  he  would  be  willing  to  accept.  In 
iiakiDg  this  demand,  his  Liordship  resorts  to  the 
ommon  diplomatic  .finesse,  that  he  could  not,  in 
Mj  case,  abandon  the  obvious  interests  of  the  Mad- 
iwafka  settlement  south  ol  the  St.  John;  and,  to 
;ive  this  and  other  declarations  the  greater  efiect,  he 
olemnly  declares:  "I  hayenot  treated  the  subject 
Qtheordinary  form  of  a  bargain,  where  the  party 
naking ^leproposal  leayes  himself  something  to 
rive  up.  The  case  would  not  admit  of  thiSf  even  if 
!cimldbnnf[  myself  so  to  act."  And  yet  the  case  did 
idmitofihis;  and  his  Lordship  did  bring  himself 
^ery  .quietly  so  to  act,  within  a  few  days^  and  as 
ODD  as  he  discovered  that  the  Maine  commissioners 
lad  resisted  this  claim  to  the  Madawaska  settlement 
viih  becoming  spirit;  his  pretended  instructions  to 
he  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Welister  refers  this  letter  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
on  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine,  and  reserves 
0  himself  the  part  of  mediator  between  them  and 
l<ord  AshburtoD.  In  their  note  to  bim  of  the  29th 
^une,  they  declare  (page  56)  that  they  can  never 
>Qr render  the  Madawaska  settlement  south  of  the 
^.  John;  "and  that,  if  the  adoption  of  such  a  line 
s  usine  qua  lum  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govem- 
nenl,  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Vlaine  feel  it  their  duty  as  distinctly  to  say,  that 
iDy  attempt  at  an  amicable  adjustment  ofthe  con- 
rovcrsy  respecting  the  Northeastern  boundary  on 
hat  bs^is,  with  t^e  consent  of  Maine,  would  be 
intirely  fruitless." 

The  Maine  commissioners  then  proceed  to  offer 
^  Mr.  Webster  a  counter  projet,  and  to  propase  a 
■onventional  line.  And  here  permit  me  to  observe, 
hat  it  is  a  most  astonishing  fact,  that  these  com- 
missioners never  even  asked  for  a  cession  ofthe 
narrow  triangular  strip  of  land  west  of  the  St. 
John.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  American  slates- 
maUj  who  has  ever  examined  the  subject  of  a  con- 
I'euiional  line,  has  entertained  any  other  idea  than 
ihat  this  strip  of  land  ought  to  be  the  equivalent  for 
the  tract  of  country  north  of  the  St.  John  and  St. 
Francis.  If  a  bare  right  of  way  was  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  England  over  the  disputed  territory,  the 
lUivigation  of  the  St.  John  would  be  the  natural 
equivalent;  but  if,  in  addition  to  this,  the  British 
Government  asked  a  cession  of  the  sovereignty  and 
soil  of  the  territory  north  ofthe  St.  John,  then  the 
eooally  fair  equivalent  was  a  surrender  D3r  them  to 
Maine  of  the  strip  of  land  north  of  Eel  river,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  St.  John^thus  establishing  a 
river  boundary  between  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick.  This  ljDpr«0sioii  has  been  de^ly  fixed  opoQ 


my  mind  for  years.  I  have  talked  of  it  a  hundred 
times,  and  every  person  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed has  been  under  the  same  impression.  This 
was  the  "eeneral  and  confident  expectation  of  the 
people  of  Maine,"  as  we  are  informed  by  her  com- 
missioners. With  a  view  to  this,  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  had  solemnly  resolved  that  no  relin- 
quishment of  territory  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  within  what  it  chose  to  denominate 
the  disputed  territory,  should  ever  be  considered  by 
Maine  as  an  equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  any 
portion  of  that  territory  to  Great  Britain. 

This  resolution,  it  is  well  known,  pointed  clearly 
and  distinctly  to  the  acquisition  of  the  strip  west  of 
the  St.  John.    And  yet  the  Maine  commissibners, 
in  their  counter-^e^,  not  only  did  not  demand 
this  territory,  but  they  expressly  surrendered  all 
claim  to  it.    And  whyl    Because,  to  use  their  own 
l^guage,  "they  have  been  assured  that  Lord  Ash- 
burton is  restrained,  by  his  instructions,  from  yield- 
ing the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  or  any  of  the  isl- 
ands in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  or  even  awy  portion  of 
thi  narrow  ship  of  territory  which  lies  between  the 
due  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  John  river ^  above  Eel  river ^  {so  caUed^)  as  an 
equivalent  for  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed 
by  Maine  as  within  her  boundaries."    By  whom 
had  they  been  thus  assuredl    Unquestionably  by 
Mr.  Webster.    By  whom  had  they  been  prevailed 
upon  to  surrender  the  claim  of  their  State  to  this 
strip  of  terriloryl    Certainly  by  Mr.  Webster,  upon 
the  assurance  that  Lord  Ashburton  was  restrained, 
by  his  instructions,  from  yielding   it.    This  was 
the  fetal  point  of  the  negotiation  for  the  State  of 
Maine.    It  was  here  that  the  rights  of  that  State, 
and  of  the  United  States,  were  abandoned.    This 
territory  ought  to  have  been  resolutely  demanded 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  darling  object  which  Great 
Britain  nad  for  so  many  years  eagerly  pursued — 
that  of  acquiring  the  territory  over  which  lay  the 
communication  between  New  Brunswick  and  Clue- 
bee.    If  Lord  Ashburton's  instructions  prohibited 
him  from  surrendering  this  strip  of  territory,  new 
instructions  could  and  would  have  been  obtained, 
had  they  been  found  necessary.    If  this  had  not 
been  the  case,  I  would  have  referred  the  question 
to  another  arbitrator,  (an  alternative  to  which  Lord 
Ashburton  often  alludes,)  or  nave  hazarded  any 
other  consequences,  rather  than  have  tamely  yield- 
ed the  principle  against  which  we  had  so  long  con- 
tended—that our  right  to  the  disputed  territory  was 
doubtful;  and,  therefore,  because  it  was  so,  that  a 
division  of  it  ought  to  be  made  between  the  two  na- 
tions.   But  his  Lordship  (according  to  his  own  dec- 
laration) never  could  have  surrendered  the  Mada- 
waska territory  south  oi  the  St.  John;  and  yet  he 
did  agree  to  surrender  it,  before  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  have  obtained  new  instructions  from  Eng- 
land.   Had  the  Maine  commissioners  insisted  upon 
this  tract  of  country  with  the  same  manly  firm- 
ness as  they  had  done  upon  retaining  the  Mada- 
waska settlement  south  or  the  St.  John,  in  all  hu- 
man probability  it  would  have  been  attended  with 
a  similar  result.    His  Lordship's  alleged  ii\struc- 
lions  would  have  yielded  to  circumstances,  as  they 
had  done  before;  and  this  negotiation  might  have 
closed  with  honor  to  the  country.  The  moment  that 
the  Maine  commissioners  were  prevailed  upon  to 
yield  this  point  without  a  struggle,  all  was  lost. 
Every  principle  for  which  we  had  so  long  con- 
tended was  at  once  abandoned;  and  nothing  more 
remained  than  to  decide  how  much  of  the  territory 
of  Maine  should  be  conceded  to  the  demands  of 
Great  Britain.    The  Maine  commissioners  seem 
themselves  to  have  been  deeply  sensible  of  this  de- 
grading truth.  They  declare  that,  as  they  can  obtain 
no  equivalent  beyond  the  disputed  territory,  "they 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  say  that  the  portion  of 
territory  within  the  limits  of  Maine^  as  claimed  by 
her^  which  they  are  prepared^  in  a  spirit  of  peace 
and  good  neighborhood^  to  yield  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  Great  Britain^  must  he  restrained  and 
confined  to  such  portion  only^  and  in  such  reasonable 
extent,  as  is  necessary  to  secure  to    Great  Britain 
*an  unobstructed  communication  and  connexion  of 
her  colonies  with  each  other.' " 

They  then  proposed  to  yield  to  Great  Britain  all 
that  had  been  awarded  to  her  by  the  King  of  the 
NeOierlands,  (whose  award  the  Senate  had  so 
promptly  rejected,  but  which  had  been  so  eagerly 
accepted  by  ih^  British  King,)  with  the  exception  of. 
a  small  portion  ot  the  territory  north  of  the  St. 
Francis.  This  proposition  gave  to  England  all 
the  territory  that  was  necessary  to  secure  the  com- 
mnnieation  between  her  provinces;  but   whilst 


doine  this,  it  would,  to  a  partial  extent,  have 
saved  our  Government  from  the  disgrace  of  hav- 
ing, for  so  many  years,  warred  against  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  afterwards 
accepted  worse  terms  than  it  proposed. 

Mr.  Webber,  on  the  7th  of  July,  transmits 
this  letter  of  the  commissioners  of  Maine  to  Lord 
Ashburton,  accompanied  by  a  long  diplomatic  note. 
In  this  note  he  expressly  recognises  that  his  Lord- 
ship is  not  at  liberty  "to  cede  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
the  territory,  commonly  called  the  strip,  lyingeast 
of  the  north  line,  and  west  of  the  St.  John."  How 
had  Mr.  Wehster  acquired  a  knowledge  of  this 
most  important  fact?  It  must  have  been  in  their 
verbal  conferences;  for  Lord  Ashburton  had  not 
previously  committed  himself  by  any  such  decla- 
jation  in  any  portion  of  his  correspondence.  In  it 
he  has  nowhere  stated  that  his  instructions  forbade 
him  to  make  such  a  surrender. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  whilst  Mr.  Web- 
ster, with  the  strange  inconsistency  between  his  ar- 
guments and  his  actions  which  characterizes 
this  negotiation  J  is  communicating  to  Lord  Ash- 
burton a  proposition  to  surrender  to  him  all  that 
portion  ofthe  disputed  territory  for  which  England 
had  originally  contended,  and  although  he  had 
thus  rendered  it  impossible  that  any  discussion  of 
our  title  could  benefit  his  country,  yet  he  does,  not- 
withstanding, demonstrate  the  ri^ht  of  the  State  of 
Maine  to  all  this  territory,  with  irresistible  clear- 
ness and  power.  He  is  equally  triumphant  on 
this  question,  as  on  the  Creole  and  Caroline  ques- 
tions or  in  resisting  the  doctrine  of  impressment; 
but,  unfortunately,  his  arguments  have  fallen  to 
the  ground,  without  producing  any  beneficial  re- 
sult. 

Lord  Ashburton,  with  that  skill  and  address 
which  have  characterized  him  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation,  now  eagerly  seized  the  advantage 
which  he  had  obtained  over  Mr.  Webster  and  the 
Maine  commissioners.  They  had  fatally,  in  ad- 
vance, bound  themselves  to  grant  ^11  that  England 
originally  sought  or  desired.  To  this  extent  they 
stood  committed;  and  his  object  now  was  to  obtain, 
in  addition,  a  cession  of  the  western  highland 
boundary  of  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
duebec,  and  of  assailing  us  with  tremendous  advan- 
tage in  the  event  of  war  between  the  two  countries. 
He  now  departs  from  the  moderate  and  concilia- 
tory tone  which  he  had  assumed  everywhere  else 
throughout  the  negotiation.  In  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster  ofthe  llth  July,  he  scouts  the  proposition 
ofthe  commissioners  of  Maine;  indeed,  he  treats 
it  almost  as  if  it  were  an  insult.  He  feels  himself 
"quite  at  a  loss"  to  account  for  such  aproposal,  and 
he  appeals  to  the  candid  judgment  ofMr.  Webster 
to  say  "whether  this  is  a  proposition  for  concilia- 
tion." He  says  that  he  need  not  examine  the  line 
proposed  by  the  Maine  commissioners  in  its  pre- 
cise details,  because  he  is  obliged  to  state  frankly 
that  it  is  inadmissible. 

But  with  all  this  affected  indignation  and  ai^ton- 
ishmeni,  he  is  very  careful  not  to  break  off  the 
neffoiiation.  He  was  too  wise  and  too  wary  thus  to 
end.  nger  the  advantage  he  had  obtained.  He 
therefore  suggests  to  Mr.  Webster  that  the  nego- 
tiation "  would  have  a  better  chance  of  success  by 
conference  than  by  correspondence."  He  trusts 
more  in  the  diplomacy  of  the  secret  conclave, 
where  there  was  no  ear  to  hear  and  no  pen  to 
record  their  conferences,  than  in  the  bold,  open, 
manly  mode  in  which  a  negotiation  ought  to  be 
conducted  between  the  responsible  ministers  of 
responsible  Governments. 

In  this  letter  of  the  llih  July,  his  Lordship  in- 
sists upon  our  surrender  of  the  district  between  the 
St.  John  and  the  highlands  west  of  that  river,  and, 
without  disguise,  declares  that  he  wants  it  *for  no 
other  purpose  than  as  a  boundary."  This,  permit 
me  to  say,  is  the  very  reason  why  it  should  never 
have  been  yielded.  These  highlands  were  our 
natural  boundary,  as  well  as  our  treaty  boundary; 
and  we  ought  never  to  have  surrendered  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  only  formidable  enemy  we  can 
ever  have  on  this  continent. 

The  prediction  of  his  Lordship,  that  there  would 
be  a  belter  chance  of  success  by  conference  than 
by  correspondence,  was  very  soon  verified.  In 
four  short  days,  these  personal  conferences  pro- 
duced a  wonderful  effect.  On  the  I5th  July,  1842, 
Mr.  Webster  proposes  to  the  commissioners  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  the  lines  of  the  present 
treaty;  urges  them  in  the  strongest  terms  to  surren- 
der the  western  highland  boundary  of  Maine  to 
I  England;  proposes  to  pay  them  out  of  the  tretSHry- 
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of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $250,000,  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  this  territory  of  893 
sqnare  miles;  promises  to  refund  the  expenses 
Vbich  they  haa  incurred  for  the  civil  posse  they 
liad  maintained,  and  the  survey  they  had  made;  and 
concludes  with  ihe  expression  of  hi%"conviciion 
that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement  could  be 
made." 

Let  us  here  pause  for  a  moment  upon  the  asion- 
ishinif  fact,  that  this  proposition  made  to  the  Maine 
commissioners  proceeded  not  from  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon,  but  from  Mr.  Webster;  not  from  the  British 
envoy, extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
but  from  our  own  Secretary  of  State.  It  was  a 
proposition  previously  concocted  between  the  nego- 
tiators, and  its  acceptance  urged  upon  the  Maine 
commissioners  as  the  British  ultimatum,  by  the 
very  man  to  whom  the  President  had  intrusted  the 
rights  and  the  honor  of  his  country.  * 

We  now  first  hear  from  the  Massachusetts  com- 
missioners; and  their  letter  is  truly  characteristic. 
That  State  had  no  direct  interest  in  the  question  of 
territorial  sovereignty  over  the  disputed  territory; 
but  merely  in  the  right  ot  soil.  They  accordingly 
treat  it  as  a  question  not  of  national  honor,  but  of 
dollars  and  cents.  They  sav  to  Mr.  Webster,  in 
their  letter  of  the  20th  July:  "Whether  the  national 
boundary  suggested  by  you  be  suitable  or  unsuita- 
ble; whether  the  compensations  that  Great  Britain 
offers  to  the  United  States*  for  the  territory  conce- 
ded  to  her  be  adequate  or  inadequate;  avd  whether 
the  treaty  which  shad  be  effected  shall  be  honorable  to  the 
country i  or  incompatible  with  its  rights  and  dignity ^ 
are  questions  not  for  Massachusetts,  but  Jot  the  Gen- 
ertfZ  Government^  upon  its  responsibility  to  the  whole 
country  Jo  decide."  They  thus  waive  the  question 
of  national  honor,  but  not  so  the  question  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  They  higgle  about  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  their  lapd.  They  demand  $25,000  more 
than  Mr.  Webster  had  offered.  This  seems  to  have 
been  their  sine  qua  Twn;  and  if  the  sum  to  be  given 
them  "shall  be  iQpreased  to  the  sura  of  $150,000, 
[instead  of  $125,000.]  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
throufifh  her  commissioners,  hereby  relinquishes  to 
the  United  States  her  interest  in  the  lands  which 
will  be  excluded  from  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States  by  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  afore- 
said." It  is  needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Webster  would 
not  stand  long  for  925,000,  in  such  a  bargain,  espe- 
cially when  the  money  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Unilea  States. 

The  Maine  commissioners  seemed  then  to  be 
abandoned  by  the  whole  world,  and  their  position 
became  truly  embarrassing.  This  proposition  was 
urged  upon  them,  not  by  Lord  Ashburton,  but  by 
their  own  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  approbation 
of  their  own  National  Administration.  That  man 
of  gigantic  intellect,  whose  great  powers  ought  to 
have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  save  Maine  from 
dismemberment,  was  the  very  man  who  urged  them 
to  consent  to  the  dismemberment.  They  were  de- 
serted, at  the  most  critical  moment,  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  Massachusetts,  who  had  assented  to  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Webster.  They  were  induced 
to  believe  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war  was 
suspended  on  their  decision.  It  was  proclaimed  in 
the  streets  of  Washington  that  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Maine  commissioners  alone  prevented  the  settle- 
ment of  all  our  questions  in  dispute  with  England. 
I  was  myself  induced  to  give  credit  to  this  rumor; 
and  when  I  was  confidentially  informed,  by  a  Sen- 
ator now  on  this  floor,  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
case,  my  astonishment  and  mortification  knew  no 
bounds. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  most  reluctant  con- 
ditional as;seni  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Webbter 
was  extorted  from  the  Maine  commissioners.  It  is 
due  to  them  that  I  should  read  to  the  Senate  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  given.  Their  letter  lo  Mr. 
Webster  bears  date  22d  July,  1842,  and  concludes 
with  the  following  paragraphs: 

'^e  are  now  given  (o  underarand  that  (he  Exocncire  of  the 
United  Slates,  reprcseniing  the  eovereignty  of  the  Union,  a^senia 
to  the  proposal;  and  that  this  deparlmcni  of  the  Oovemmpni  at 
leatt  is  anxious  for  its  acceptance,  as,  In  ita  view,  most  expedi- 
ent for  the  genera]  good. 

**Tbe  commissioners  of  Mavsachusetts  have  already  given 
their  assent  on  behalf  of  (hat  Otmmonwealth.  Thus  situated, 
the  commissioners  of  Maine,  invoking  the  spirit  nf  aitactment 
and  patriotic  devotion  of  Iheir  Bate  to  the  Union,  and  being 
willing  to  yield  to  the  deliberate  convictions  of  her  sister  Slates 
as  to  the  path  of  doty,  and  lo  interpose  no  obstacles  lo  an  ad- 
^  Justment  which  the  general  judgment  of  the  nation  shall  pro- 
nounce as  honorable  and  expedient,  even  if  that  judgment  shall 
lead  to  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birthright  of  the  people 
of  their  fitate,  and  prizeq  by  them  l>ecau8e  it  is  their  birinright, 
have  determined  to  overcome  their  objections  to  the  proposal, 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  if ^  upon  mature  eonaifferation,  the  Sen- 
^^  of  Me  United  StattB  $hatf  adviee  and  997mnt  to  th9 


ratification  of  a  treaty^  corresponding  in  ita  terms  to  your 
propotaL,  and  udth  the  condition*  in  our  mtmorandum  ac- 
companying this  notCf  (marked  A,)  and  identi^fied  by  our  sir- 
natures^  they,  by  virtue  of  the  potoer  vested  in  them  hy  the 
reaolvea  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  gire  the  aaaent  of  that 
State  to  such  eonventionnl  line,  with  the  terma,  condttiona, 
and  equivaUnta  herein  mentioned.*' 

This  conditional  assent  casts  the  responsibility  of 
the  treaty  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
is  for  us  to  pronounce,  in  the  language  of  the  Maine 
commissioners,  whether  this  treaty  is  honor- 
able and  expedient,  and  such  a  one  as  the  general 
judgment  of  the  nation  will  approve.  We  must 
encounter  this  responsibility,  whether  we  will  or 
not. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  pursue  the  subject 
further,  in  detail.  Mr.  Webster,  on  the;  37ih  July, 
in  form,  made  the  proposition  to  Lord  Ashburton, 
which  had,  in  substance,  been  previously  agreed 
upon  between  them,  in  personal  conference,  before 
it  was  presented  to  the  Maine  commissioners;  and 
which  he,  therefore,  knew  would  be  accepted:  and 
the  treaty  was  concluded  accordingly. 

Thus  have  we  yielded  to  a  foreign  power  that 
ancient  highland  boundary  for  which  our  fathers 
fought.  Thus  has  it  been  blotted  out  from  the 
treaty  which  acknowledged  our  independence. 
Thus  has  Kugland  reclaimed  an  important  portion 
of  that  territory,  which  had  been  wrested  from  her 
by  the  bravery  and  the  blood  of  our  revolutionary 
fathers.  We  have  restored  to  her  not  only  all  the 
land  north  of  the  St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis,  but 
also  our  mountain  boundary  south  of  these  rivers, 
down  to  the  Metjarmetteponage.  Along  the  base  of 
these  mountains  she  can,  and  she  will, establish  for- 
tifications and  military  posLs,  from  which  she  may  at 
once  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  of  Maine.  It  is 
a  vain  labor  for  the  Secretary  to  prove  that  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  England  did 
not  demand  it  for  its  agricultural  value.  Why  did 
Lord  Ashburton  insist  upon  its  surrender  with  so 
much  pertinacity  and  zeall  Because  it  not  only 
covered  Gluebec  and  Lower  Canada  from  our  as- 
saults but  exposed  our  territory  to  the  assaults  of 
England,  without  any  interposing  natural  barrier. 
On  the  east,  on  the  north,  and  on  the  west,  Maine 
is  now  left  naked  and  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  our 
domineering  and  insatiable  neighbor;  and  we  have 
bestowed  upon  her  all  this  territory,  without  having 
asked  her  to  grant  us  even  the  small  strip  north  qf 
Eel  river,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  John,  which 
would  have  given  us,  to  that  extent,  a  river  bound- 
ary. Thesp  highlands,  throughout  their  whole 
range,  from  the  northwest  head  of  the  Connecticut 
river  to  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  which 
divide  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  empty  themselves  into  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  will  exclusively  belong  to  England, 
should  this  treaty  be  ratified  by  the  Senate.  The 
Alpine  boundary  (which  Adams  and  Franklin  and 
Jay  had  secured  to  theircountry  by  the  treaty  of  In- 
dependence) has  been  extorted  from  us  by  our  most 
formidable  enemy.  We  have  acted  as  the  Roman 
Republic  would  have  done,  had  she  surrendered  the 
Alps  to  the  hostile  nations  of  Gaul  and  Germany, 
ana  thus  opened  the  way  for  the  invasion  of  Italy. 
And  this  suicidal  policy  has  been  adopted,  upon  the 
principle,  or  the  pretext,  that  our  Alpine  barrier  and 
boundary  were  not  fit  for  cultivation !  This  is  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Webster. 

The  ancient  Romans  worshipped  a  god  called 
Terminus.  He  was  the  guardian  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  Republic;  and  such  was  his  power,  that 
he  would  not  yield  even  lo  Jupiter  himself.  Upon 
this  principle,  it  was  a  sacred  maxim  bothof  their  re- 
ligion and  their  policy,  that  their  boundaries  should 
never  recede.  The  Republic  was  more  than  once 
driven  to  the  last  extremities.  Her  capital  was 
sacked,  and  ruin  seemed  more  than  once  to  be  her 
inevitable  destiny;  but,  in  the  midst  of  desolation  and 
defeat,  no  Roman  Senator  ever  dared  to  propose 
the  smallest  cession  of  her  sacred  soil.  The  bound- 
aries of  the  Roman  Republic  never  receded;  and 
we  ought  lo  have  imitated  her  policy  in  this  respect, 
however  much  we  may  condemn  her  love  of  con- 
quest—unless,  indeed,  we  had  obtained  an  equiva- 
lent cession  of  territory.  The  demand  to  surrender 
the  highlands  which  "protected  our  frontier  south 
of  the  St.  Francis,  ought  to  have  been  met  by  an 
instant  and  absolute  refusal,  no  matter  what  might 
have  been  the  consequence.  Instead  of  buying 
them  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  in  order  that 
we  might  surrender  them  to  England,  we  ought  at 
once  to  have  announced  that  we  never  could  per- 
mit such  a  surrender  to  become  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation. 


It  has  been  said  (and  probably  with  trtitb)  thxi,::! 
case  we  should  ever  determine  to  invade  Caa^ 
we  would  not  march  over  these  highlands.  Boitl- 
is  not  the  question.  Let  us  reverse  the  case,  a: 
suppose  that  England  should  determine  to  iora^ 
us  from  Canada^  would  she  not  gradually  coffer 
and  concentrate  her  forces  on  the  territory  wbki 
we  have  yielded  to  her  east  of  these  highlatds,  as-^ 
from  thence  pour  her  forces  into  Maine  wiihcm  ob- 
.struciionl  And  it  must  have  been  chiefly  to  c^l 
this  very  advantage,  that  Lord  Asbborton  was  rr 
anxious  to  acquire  this  territory,  which,  forjoa^ 
we  are  told  is  not  fit  for  cultivation.  The  oet 
crop  which  she  desires  to  raise  upon  it,  li'ke  thaici 
Cadmus,  is  a  crop  of  armed  men. 

And  yet,  to  excuse  this  surrender,  wc  are  presn; 
ed  with  the  pretence  of  having  obtained  eqairaler: 
in  lands  better  fitted  for  cultivation.  Whaijit 
these  pretended  equivalents'!  In  describing  tbe^ 
I  cannot  do  better  than  to  adopt  the  laogusge  u 
the  commissioners  of  Maine.  "In  New  BUisf. 
shire  (say  they)  Lord  Ashburton  consents  to  I2tt 
the  true  northwest  source  of  Connecdcm  riverj  k- 
plead  of  the  northeast  source."  That  is,  in  otkr 
words,  he  consents  to  abide  by  the  elearlangna^^ 
the  treaty  of  Independence,  instead  ofpersiaiiiga 
the  demand  of  England  to  substitute  the  aoitlifis? 
for  "the  norihwesternmost  head  of  Conneetics 
river."  "In  Vermont,  he  will  abide  by  tbcHf 
line  which  was  run,  marked,  and  soletDnlr  ?■ 
tablished  nearly  seventy  years  ago.  In  New  tort 
he  will  abide  by  the  same  old  line,  the  effect  a 
rectifying  it  being  merely  to  givet<y  NewYorri 
small  angular  strip  on  the  west,  and  Great  Bri^ 
a  small  angular  strip  on  the  east."  "These  aai 
tracts  and  parings"  (to  use  the  language  of  tbecc» 
missioners)are  lobe  ihe  equivalents  for  sorrcDdft 
ing  our  mountain  boundary  into  the  keepti^^ 
Great  Britain,  without  any  estimate  of  the  falw(^ 
the  strip  which  we  have  surrendered  to  her  of  tm 
undisputed  territory,  along  the  line  running  doe  kh^ 
from  the  monument.  He  has  thus  most  gradcrJ 
ly  consented  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  Te7ijv 
fling  mistake  committed  by  the  BntishGoveraroei 
itself,  more  than  70  years  ago,  in  running  andieaf^ 
ing  the  45th  parallel  of  latitude,  and  under  whicb  v^ 
have  held  possession  ever  since  we  were  id  in*- 
pendent  nation. 

I  shall  not  speak  of  the  equivalents  which  frt 
Secretary  claims  to  have  obtained  in  theNorthves. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  Ib 
already  placed  this  part  of  the  subject  in  io  clear » 
light,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  again  lo  p 
sent  it  to  the  Senate.  He  has  demonstrated  ibti,  is- 
stead  of  acquiring  any  territory  in  that  quarters) 
which  we  were  not  clearly  entitled  under  the  tresj 
of  1783,  we  have  actually  sacrificed  imporianiw- 
ritorial  rights  which  we  held  under  that  treaty. 

The  only  concession  on  the  part  of  Great  Briiaii, 
which  has  even  the  appearance  of  an  cquinkE 
for  the  5,012  square  miles  of  territory  which  we 
have  ceded  to  her  north  of  the  St.  John  and  the  S. 
Francis,  and  the  ^3  square  miles  south  of  the  St 
Francis,  is  the  navigation   of  the  St.  John,  lay 
Ihe  appearance;  for  there  is  no  reality  in  it.  Bd 
we  yielded  to  Great  Britain  no  more  of  the  territcr 
of  Maine  than  that  which  was  awarded  to  herl^ 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  there  would  hiw 
been  some  f  lausibiliiy  in    calling  this  a  paitiil 
equivalent.    But  what  is  now  the  state  of  thecal 
We  have  surrendered  to  her  a  territory  embracii? 
the  head- waters  cf  several  of  the  branches  and  trib- 
utary streams  of  the  St.  John.    The  moment « 
made   this  concession,  the  surrender  of  the  ft« 
navigation  of  that  river  became  a  matter  of  nec^ 
sity,  not  of  choice,  for  England.    In  order  to  par* 
chase  a  right  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  ceded  ter- 
ritory on  the  upper  St.  John,  and  the  railitarrpcess 
which  mav  be  established  there,  to  navigate  (1* 
ponion  of  ihe  river  which  flows  through  our  terri- 
tory, England  had  no  al  tern  alive  but  to  grant  to  us  i 
similar  right  of  navigation  along  that  portioD « 
the  river  oelow,  wiihin  her  exclusive  jarisdirtict. 
Hence  we  find  in  the  article  of  the  treaty  relauDf 
to  this  subject,  astipulation  on  our  part  thft'lte 
inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  the  upper  Si  Joto, 
determined  by  this  treaty  to  belong  to  ncr  Briunfiic 
Majestv,  shall  have  free  access  lo  and  throDgh  ^ 
river  for  their  produce,  in  those  parts  wheresaid 
river  runs  wholly  through  the  State  of  Maiflt 
Thus  it  appears,  on  the  very  face  of  the  treaiyjiw 
the  right  of^each  parly  to  navigate  the  river  vpfl 
the  territories  of  the  other,  is  a  mutual  and  recipr^ 
cal  right.    They  are  the  equivalents  of  each  otbtf, 
and  nothing  more,  and  can  be  an  eqniTaleoi  Rf 
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ihing  else.  Without  access  to  New  Brunswick 
id  the  city  of  St.  John  through  the  river,  the 
ilae  of  our  cession  to  her  on  the  upper  St.  John 
}uld  have  been  greatly  diminished;  and  she  could 
»tiD  conscience  ask  a  right  of  navigation  through 
ir  territory,  which  she  was  unwilling  to  grant 
rough  her  own. 

But  again.  Even  if  we  had  ceded  no  territory  to 
tgiand  on  the  upper  St.  John,  how  could  the  right 
navigate  this  river  be  considered  as  anything 
ore  than  an  equivalent  for  a  right  of  way  over 
ir  territory  between  New  Brunswick  and  Canada? 
at  we  have  not  merely  granted  to  her  this  right  of 
%j\  but  all  the  territory  on  both  sides  of  it,  extend- 
g  from  the  St.  John  and  St.  Francis,  north  to  the 
saty  highland  boundary. 

Bat  once  more.  ,This  grant  of  the  free  naviga- 
m  of  the  St.  John  is  equally  advantageous  (to 
V  the  least)  to  New  Brunswick  as  to  Maine, 
he  timber  of  that  province  on  the  St.  John  and  its 
ibutary  streams  has  been  nearly  exhausted;  and 
e  timber  of  Maine  is  now  necessary,  to  enable 
e  people  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  city  of  St. 
ihn  to  carry  on  their  profitable  lumber  trade  wiih 
e  mother  country  and  her  colonies.  The  privi- 
ge  of  transporting  it  down  that  river  would  have 
ten  cheerfoily  granted  without  any  treaty,  because 
igland  never  neglects  her  interest:  and  yet  this 
ivil^e  is  converted  into  an  equivalent  for  yield- 
g  to  Great  Britain  between  four  and  five  millions 
acres  of  our  territory. 

Away  with  such  pretences.  They  are  nothing 
ore  iHan  mere  flimsy  apologies  for  the  disgrace 
'  an  unqualified  surrender  ol  our  territory  to 
ritisb  dictation.  They  are  the  miserable  pretexts 
ider  color  of  which  it  is  expected  that  this  dis- 
raceful  treaty  shall  escape  from  public  indigna- 
3n. 

There  is  one  fact  strictly  in  character  with  this 
bole  transaction,  which  deserves  special  notice, 
is  this:  that,  under  the  terms  of  tne  treaty,  we 
ive  solemnly  bound  ourselves  to  Qreat  Britain 
At  we  ^all  pay  to  our  own  ^States  of  Maine  and 
lassachusetts  the  expenses  of  their  civil  posse 
id  their  surrey,  and  also  the  three  hundred  thou- 
ind  dollars  in  consideration  of  their  assent  to  the 
5 V  line  of  boundary.  On  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
en,  these  two  States  have  been  restored  to  the 
otectton  ofElngland,sofar  as  the  payment  of  this 
oney  is  concerned.  England,  under  the  treaty, 
ould  be  bound  to  demand  and  enforce  its  pay- 
eni  a^nst  the  United  States;  and  thus  we  have 
aced  m  the  bands  of  a  foreign  nation  the  power 
interfere  in  behalf  of  two  States  of  this  Union 
;ainst  their  own  Federal  Government.  Lord 
shburton  himself  thus  construed  the  treaty;  be- 
iQse,  on  the  9th  August,  he  addressed  a  note  to 
[r.  Webster,  asking  him  to  state ihai  the  British 
overnment  should  incur  no  responsibility  on  ac- 
»uDt  of  this  engagement;  and  to  this  Mr.  Web- 
it  assented. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  full  well  that  neither  Maine 
>r  Massachusetts  would  ever  have  invoked,  under 
ly  circumstances,  the  interposition  of  the  British 
pvernment  to  compel  that  of  the  United   States 

pay  this  money;  but  yet,  on  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
eir  right  to  pursue  such  a  course  is  apparent, 
his  treaty  will  be  bound  up  in  collections  of 
eaiies,  without  the  accompanymg  correspondence; 
id  the  disgraceful  fact  will  appear,  without  any 
:planation,  that  we  have  bouaa  ourselves  to  En g- 
pd  that  we  shall  observe  good  faith  towards  two 

the  members  of  our  own  confederacy.  In  order 
at  we  may  appear  fair  upon  the  lecord,  I  shall, 

the  proper  time,  move  to  strike  out  this  stipula- 
>&>  which  ought  never  to  have  been  inserted  in 
e  treaty;  and  leave  these  States  in  form,  as  well 
'  in  fact,  to  their  remedy  against  the  General 
overnment.    I  cannot  anticipate  any  opposition 

such  a  motion.  ' 

Before  I  leave  this  branch  of  the  subject,  permit 
e  to  remark  that  I  disclaim  any  imputation  of  iui- 
rpper  motives  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine  in 
!gard  to  their  conduct.  On  the  contrary,  I  enter- 
in  ihe  highest  respect  lor  one  and  all  of  them. 
*hey  have  b:?en  led  on,  step  by  step,  to  the  con- 
smmation  at  which  they  arrived;  when  I  firmly 
ftlieve  that,  if  the  proposition  to  which  they  finally 
ivethetr  reluctant  conditional  assent  had  been 
resented  to  them  at  the  first,  in  all  its  naked 
eformity,  they  would  have  repelled  it  as  an  insult 
^  the  patriotic  and  gallant  State  ol  which  they 
i^ereihe  honored  representatives. 

I  have  now  reached  the  Northwestern  boundary 
liiestioD;  which  is,  by  iar,  the  most  dangerous  and 


important  question  between  ftjie  two  nations. 
Wnen  Lord  Ashburton  arrived  in  this  country, 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace,  declaring  himself  to 
have  been  charged  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  in  discussion  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  England,  we  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  theboundary  question,  in  its  whole  extent, 
both  in  the  northeast  and  the  northwest,  would  have 
been  finally  adjusted  by  the  negotiators.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  confident  expectation,  my  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  ceased  to  urge  his  bill 
to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  lest  it  might  in- 
juriously interfere  with  the  pending  negotiations. 
But  what'  has  been  the  catastrophe!  Our  North- 
western boundary  not  only  forms  no  part  of  the 
treaty,  but  is  not  even  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in 
the  correspondence.  We  have  a  correspondence 
on  the  case  of  the  Creole,  on  the  case  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  on  the  doctrine  of  impressment;  but  Mr. 
Webster  has  never  addressed  aline  to  Lord  Ash- 
burton against  the  encroachments  ol  Great  Britain 
on  that  vast  r^on  of  our  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  only  allusion  which  has 
been  made  to  the  subject,  is  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage transmitting  the  treaty  to  the  Senate.  He 
merely  stales  that,  "after  sundry  informal  commu- 
nications with  the  British  minister  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claims  of  the  two  countries  to  territory 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  so  little  probability 
was  found  to  exist  of  coming  to  any  agreement 
upon  that  subject  at  present,  that  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  to  make  it  one  of  the  subjects  of  formal 
negotiation,  to  be  entered  upon  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  British  minister,  as  part  of  his 
duties  under  his  special  mission." 

"It  was  not  thought  expedient  to  make  it  one  of 
the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation !"  We  shall  not, 
then,  even  enjoy  the  miserable  privilege* of  the 
vanquished; — by  all  our  sacrifices,  we  have  not  even 
purcnased  our  peace.  In  all  human  probability, 
this  question  will  never  now  be  settlea  without  a 
war,  or  without  a  surrender  to  Great  Britain  of  the 
whole  Oregon  Territory  north  of  the  Columbia 
river,  and  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  her  lust  of 
dominion  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  concession. 
Nay,  more;  we  have  not  even  purchased  a  moment- 
ary tranquillity;  because  the  danger  is  impending, 
and  before  the  cXo^t  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
we  shall  probably  determine  to  take  possession  of  this 
territory.  In  that  event,  it  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  collision  between  the  two  powers  in  this 
remote  region. 

If  "so  little  probability  was  found  to  exist  of 
coming  to  any  agreement  on  that  subject  at  pres- 
ent," what  ground  is  there  for  hope  in  the  fuinrel 
If  Great  Britain,  when  under  the  pressure  of  two 
expensive  and  disastrous  wars  in  Asia,  with  a  rev- 
enue inadequate  to  her  expenditures,  and  a  popula- 
tion on  the  very  verge  of  rebellion — and  this,  too. 
at  the  moment  she  was  eagerly  intent  on  territorial 
acquisition  from  us  in  Maine — asserted  claims  so 
unreasonable  to  our  territory  on  theColumbia  as  to 
remove  all  probability  that  they  could  be  adjusted, — 
what  can  we  expect  hereafter,  having  surrendered 
the  vantage  ground]  The  prospect  ahead  is  in- 
deed gloomy.  It  matters  not  that  our  title  is  clear, 
for  it  is  not  clearer  than  it  was  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory in  Maine.  It  matters  not  that  both  by  dis- 
covery and  by  cession  we  are  entitled  to  all  the  re- 
gion watered  by  the  Columbia  and  its  tributaries. 
Great  Britain  has  fixed  her  heart  upon  it,  and 
will  now  never  peaceably  abandon  it,  unless  under 
the  pressure  of  future  misfortunes.  She  has  al- 
ready taken  permanent  possession  of  the  country 
north  of  the  river,  through  the  agency  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Fur  Company.  She  has  established 
forts,  built  ships,  cultivated  the  soil,  introduced 
domestic  animals,  erected  mills,  and  done  every- 
thing to  indicate  that  she  means  never  to  abandon 
it.  She  has  long  been  in  the  exclusive  enjoy- 
ment of  the  valuable  fur-trnde  of  these  regions, 
and  has  by  this  means  acquired  an  influence  over 
the  Indians,  which  would  enable  her  at  any  moment 
again  to  let  them  loose  upon  our  defenceless  fron- 
tiers. Besides,  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  one 
of  those  comuianding  commercial  positions,  which 
it  has  ever  been  her  policy  to  acquire — ^peaceably  if 
she  could,  but  forcibly  if^she  must.  And  yet  we 
are  told  by  the  President  that  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  to  make  this  one  of  the  subjects  of  the 
late  oegotiatiou ! 

With  what  irresistible  power  might  Mr.  Webster 
k  *g  urged  upon  Lord  Ashburton  the  settlement  of 
Ohr  f^orthwesterabonndary  I    He  might  have  said 


to  him,  "You  came  here  as  the  messenger  of  peace, 
to  settle  all  the  questions  .in  dispute  netween  ns. 
I  have  consented,  on  your  urgent  solicitation,  that 
none  of  these  questions  shall  be  adjusted,  except 
that  of  the  tx)imdary  between  the  two  nations.  But 
shall  we  ndt  settle  the  whole  boundary^  Is  it  rea- 
bonable  orjustthatwe  should  surrender  to  yon  all 
you  desire  on  the  northeast,  whilst  you  reiiise 
even  to  ^nter  into  any  negotiation  for  the  settlement, 
of  the  boundary  on  the  northwesti  You  say  that 
permanent  peace  and  friendship  between  the  two 
nations  is  ytmr  heart's  desire;  why,  then,  leave  a 
question  unsettled,  which  contains  within  itself  the 
geriTis  which  may  produce  war  at  no  distant  period) 
This  is  a  question  of  much  greater  importance  to 
the  two  nations,  and  consequently  of  a  much  more 
dangerous  character,  than  that  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary.  If,  therefore,  you  will 
have  the  Northeastern  boiudary  establisned  accord- 
ing to  your  wishes,  we  must  also  insist  that  tne 
Northwestern  boundary  shall  be  defined.  This  is 
the  only  security  which  either  nation  can  possess 
for  permanent  peace  and  good  neighlx>rhood.  The 
settlement  of  the  one  question  shall  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  settlement  of  the  other."  Instead  of  this, 
we  have  given  to  England  all  she  demanded  on 
the  northeast,  where  we  are  the  stronger  power; 
and  left  the  boundary  unsettled  on  the  northwest, 
where  we  are  the  weaker.  We  have  failed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  most  propitious  moment 
which  has  ever  occurred  for  adjusting  this  dan- 

ferous  question  on  fair  and  honorable  termsj  and 
fear  we  arc  destined  to  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of 
our  own  folly. 

Besides,  by  dividing  that  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Maine  with  England,  simply  because  England 
persisted  in  declaring  that  it  was  disputed  territory^ 
(although  every  Senator  will  admit  there  was  no 
serio<is  cause  for  dispute,)  we  have  established  a 
precedent  under  which  she  will  be  emlx>ldened  to 
make  equally  unreasonable  demands  upon  us  in 
the  northwest.  With  nations,  as  with  individuals, 
obsUi  principiis  is  a  wise  maxim.  Resist  the  first 
encroachments  with  manly  firmness,  and  ftiture  at* 
tempts  will  not  be  made.  Above  all  other  nations, 
^  this  is  true  in  regard  to  England,  who,  in  her  for- 
eign  policy,  has  never  failed  to  make  pne  conces- 
sion tne  ground  of  demanding  another.  You  can 
never  propitiate  her  by  yielding.  A  determined 
spirit  and  a  bold  front  are  necessary  to  obtain  from 
her  lioth  respect  and  justice. 

But  what  will  be  the  eff*cct  of  concluding  a  treaty 
with  England,  in  which  no  mention  has  been  ma(fe 
of  our  righteous  claim  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  of  which  she  now  enjoys  the  pos- 
session, especially  when  there  has  been  no  assertion 
of  our  right  in  the  course  of  the  correspondence^  I 
shall  purposely  waive  the  discussion  of  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  with  the  single  remark— that  this  cir- 
cumstance must  operate  to  our  preiudice  in  any  fu- 
ture negotiation.  In  any  view  of  the  subiect,  it  was 
the  duty  of  Mr.  Webster  to  have  insisted  upon  the 
settlement  of  this  question,  and  to  have  demonstra- 
ted  our  right,  not  only  to  the  territory  washed  by 
the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  but  to  the  parallel  of 
54°  40^  north  latitude,  in  that  clear  and  forcible 
manner  for  which  he  is  distinguished  when  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  truth  and  justice.  Had  this 
course  been  pursued,  we  should  at  least  have  been 
presented  with  the  present  views  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
claim.  If  nothing  more  could  havel)een  obtained, 
we  might  have  had  a  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  would  have  shown  to  the  people  of  this 
country  what  would  be  the  probable  conduct  of 
England  hereafter.  Being  thus  forewarned,  we 
might  have  been  forearmed.  But  we  are  now  left 
entirely  In  the  dark  as  to  tlie  nature  of  her  preten- 
sions. We  have  received  no  intimation  of  the 
,  character  of  "the  sundry  informal  communica- 
tions with  the  British  mmister  on  the  subject,"  to 
which  the  President  alludes;  and,  like  all  the  other 
personal  conferences  between  the  negotiators,  they 
are  buried  in  oblivion,  without  any  written  memo- 
rial to  mark  their  character. 

I  have  thus  concluded  all  I  had  intended  to  say 
upon  this  treaty.  I  cannot  vote  for  its  ratification 
without  doing  violence  to  my  own  conscience  and 
my  most  cherished  principles.  Nor  am  I  to  be 
driven  from  my  pj^riety  by  the  dread  of  war.  I 
do  not  apprekeniCihat  war  wonld  be  the  conse- 
quence of  our  refusal  to  ratify  this  treaty.  Lord 
Ashburton  himself  has  everywhere  alluded  to 
another  arbitration  as  the  alternative  of  a  failure 
of  suo?^  ip  the  negotiations.    If  another  aii^i^ 
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should  even  make  an  award  as  unfavorable  to  this 
country  as  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty — an  event 
which  I  should  not  anticipate — still  we  could  sub- 
mit to  his  award  without  forfeiting  our  own  self- 
respect.  There  would  have  been  no  oational  deg- 
radation in  submitting  to  the  award  of  the  Eling  of 
the  Netherlands;  but  verv  different  is  the  case 
wheh  we  ourselves  surrender  to  England  even  more 
than  he  had  bestowed  upon  her,  after  having,  for  so 
many  years,  resisted  this  award. 

But  suppose  war  should  be  the  inevitable  resnltl 
There  is  one  calamity  still  worse  than  even  war 
itself;  and  that  is,  national  dishonor.  The  volun- 
tary restoration  to  Great  Britain  of  any  portion  of 
the  sacred  soil  "of  the  old  thirteen,"  which  the^  had 
wrested  from  her  dominion  by  the  war  ofinde- 
pendence,  without  any  corresponding  equivalent  in 
territory,  is  an  event  without  a  parallel  in  our  past 
history;  and  1  trust  in  Heaven  that  our  future  -an- 
nals may  never  be  disgraced  by  a  similar  occur- 
rence. We  might  have  yielded  this  with  honor,  in 
obedience  to  the  award  of  a  sovereign  arbiter,  chosen 
under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  but  we 
can  never  yield  it,  without  national  disgrace,  to  the 
imperious  demand  of  that  haughty  power.  In  ex- 
pressing myself  thus  independently,  I  am  far,  very 
tar,  from  intending  to  impeach  the  motives  of  Sen- 
ators who  are  friendly  to  the  treaty.  I  know  and 
appreciate  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  sincerely  regret  that  mv  own  sense  of 
duty  compels  me  to  diner  so  widely  from  them. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 

Jn  ike  House  of  RepresenUUiveSj  January  30,  1843 — 
On  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territory. 

Mr.  Chaibman  :  The  subject  immediately  before 
the  committee  is  my  proposition  to  appropiiale  mo- 
ney for  a  military  survey  of  the  route  from  the 
CoQOcil  Bloffs,  on  the  Miseonri  river,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river.  In  the  discussion  of  this 
»ubjeet,  the  right  of  the  Gk^vemment  to  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  the  propriety  of  occupyiBg  and 
settiing  it,*  must  be  considered.  It  would  be  ri- 
diculous to  make  a  survey  to  a  country  that  did 
not  appertain  t^  the  United  Stales. 

I  am  clearly  satisfied  that  no  part  or  section  of 
the  Union  can  be  claimed  and  held  with  a  more 
complete  and  perfect  tivle  than  the  Oregon  Territo- 
ry. The  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to  this 
Territory  can  be  maintained  and  established  on 
such  a  permanent  basis,  that  I  never  read  or  beard 
the  least  donbt  expressed  by  any  American  to  the 
contrary.  All  the  public  fuDctionaries  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  days  of  Jefferson  to  the  present  time, 
and  all  the  statesmen,  no  m%  tier  to  what  particu- 
lar political  party  they  may  belong,  have  all,  with- 
out one  dissenting  voice,  agreed  on  this  proposi- 

.  tion — that  the  Oregon  Territory,  of  right,  is  a  part 
and  parcel  of  the  United  States. 

On  theihe  llih  of  May,  1792,  Captain  Robert 
Gray,  of  Boston,  in  the  command  of  the  ship  Co- 

^  lumbia,  was  the  first  civilized  white  man,  with  bis 
ship^  crew,  who  entered  the  Colombia  river.  He 
named  the  liver  ''Columbia,"  in  honor  of  bis  ship. 
The  whole  civilized  world,  with  one  aceord,  grant 
the  honor  to  this  enterprising  Yankee  and  his  com- 
panions of  being  the  first  actaal  discoverers  of  the 
Oregon-  Various  navigators  may  have  coasted 
along  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  have 
seen  the  land  from  their  ships  long  befbre  the  dis- 
covery of  Captain  Gray;  but  none  prentend  to  have 
entered  the  Colombia  river,  or  to  have  taken  pos- 
session of  the  country,  before  the  11th  of  May, 
1792.  This  discovery  alone,  without  any  other 
title  whatever,  would,  according  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions as  recognised  by  the  highest  tribunals  in 
the  United  States,  give  to  the  Government  a 
perfect  right  to  all  the  country  watered  by  the  Co- 
lumbia river.    In  addition  to  this  title,  which  of 

•  itself  is  valid,  we  have  all  the  right  and  title  which 
both  France  and  Spain  had  to  this  same  country. 
And  either  of  the  claims  of  the  abovemeniioned  na- 
tions is  infinitely  better  than  Uie  vague  and  uncer- 
tain pretensiona  set  up,  of  onty  recent  dale,  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  Oregon  Territory. 

By  the  cenion  of  Louisiana,  the  United  States 
obtained  all  the  right  and  title  which  either  France 
mrSpaineverliadtotlieooaiitijiiiqacstioD.    The   I 


treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  was  ratified  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  'n  the  year  1713,  estab- 
li^hed  the  permanent  boundary  between  the  posses- 
sions of  the  two  nations  on  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which  was  a  line  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  extending  indefinitely  west;  on  the  49ih 
degree  of  noith  latitnde.  In  this  treaty,  there  was 
no  agreement  that  this  boundary  line  was  to  stop  at , 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  thus  to  leave  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  mountains  subject  to  futore  contro- 
versy to  settle  the  boundaries.  Ihe  plain  common- 
sense  meaning  of  this  treaty  is,  that  this  line,  run- 
ning west  on  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  must  be  extended  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  thereby  separating  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain  on  the  north  frotn  those  of 
France  on  the  south.  On  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
by  France,  the  United  States  became  a  party  to  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  hold  the  country  extending 
to  the  Pacific  ccean  on  the  south  of  the  49th  degree 
of  latitude,  in  as  ample  manner  as  France  pos- 
sessed the  came. 

By  the  treaty  of  the  23d  February,  1819,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States,  the  boundary 
line  was  established  from  the  Arkansas  river,  on 
latitude  43  degrees  north,  extending  west  to  the 
ocean-,  Spain  relinquishing  all  her  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  this  line  to  the  United  States,  and 
reserving  the  country  somh  to  herself.  The  Mexi- 
can Government,  in  a  subsequent  treaty,  recog- 
nised the  said  boundary  line,  which  is  the  unques- 
tioned boundary  of  the  United  States  on  the  south. 

In  1803,  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  recommended  to  Congress  an  explo- 
ration of  the  Oregon  Territory  Jto  the  Pacific  ocean; 
and  on  his  recommendation,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed  for  this  object;  the  result  of  which  was, 
the  celebrated  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  over 
this,  country  te  the  ocean  in  1804  and  1805.  The 
country  was  taken  and  possessed  by  the  United 
States,  without  any  murmur  or  complaint  to  the 
contrary  by  any  other  aaiion.  The  whole  people 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Government  being 
fully  convinced  of  the  ownership  of  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, John  Jscob  Astor,  knowing  this  fact,  in 
1811  made  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  and  was  in  peaceable  possession  of  the 
country,  with  the  approbation  of  the  United  States; 
when,  in  1813  the  British  Government  dispossessed 
him,  and  occupied  the  country.  On  the  6ih  of  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
most  formal  manner,  on  the  premises,  delivered  the 
country  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States.  In  per- 
forming this  solemn  and  ofiicial  act  of  the  British 
Government,  there  is  not  one  word  of  reservation, 
or  mention  of  the  claim  of  that  Government  to  the 
Oregon  Tenitory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  these  facts,  and  many  more 
which  I  have  not  enumerated,  estaMishing,  conclu- 
sively, the  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to 
this  Territory,  being  known  to  the  public  oflScers  of 
the  Government,  they  have  all  unanimously  arrived 
at  the  conclusion,  that  the  Oregon  TtrHtory  ia  an 
integral  part  of  the  Union,  Not  only  have  all  the 
Presidents,  including  Jefiferson,  down  to  the  present 
time,  who  have  mentioned  the  subject,  but  also  all 
the  Other  high  functionaries  of  the  Government, 
together  with  the  reports  of  various  intelligent 
committees  of  Congress,  with  one  accord,  agreed 
on  this  subject;  but  Congress  itself,  by  a  solemn 
act,  in  1803,  authorizing  the  expedition  of  Lewis 
and  Clarke  to  explore  this  country,  has  expressed 
the  opinion  of  the  nation  on  this  subject,  and  such 
opinion  as  the  people  will  most  cheerfully  maintain, 
even  unto  war,  if  necessary. 

No  other  nation  except  the  English  claim  any 
right  or  title  whatever  to  the  Oregon  Territory; 
and  they  have  only,  within  a  few  years,  set  up  their 
claim,  without  any  shadow  of  right. 

The  settlement  of  the  country  by  Astor  and 
other  enterprising  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cited the  cupidity  and  jealousy  of  the  British;  and 
then,  and  not  before,  we  hear  of  the  first  Engluh 
claim  to  this  country. 

It  is  true,  that  our  Government,  by  the  conven- 
tion of  1818,  agreed  wtth  Ghreat  Britain,  *<that  any 
country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the 
norihwtat  ooait  of  Amcrieai  westward  of  tbe  Stoby 
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Mounuins,  shall,  together  with  iu  barbosa,  U^ 
and  cieeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  riTcn 
the  same,  be  free  and  open,  for  the  term  of 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signatore  of  the 
convention,  to  the  vessels,  citizenSy  and  aa^ectt  if 
the  two  powers:  it  being  well  ondetsUMxl  that  te 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  ^ttjudm  of 
any  claim  which  either  of  the  ooBtraeiiB^ 
may  have  to  any  of  the  said  coantry.**  Bj  a 
sequent  convention,  the  term  of  ten  yean 
definitely  extended,  with  the  provision  thai  cite 
party,  on  giving  to  the  other  twelve  inoaths^  M- 
tice,  might  annul  the  agreement. 

Under  this  treaty,  the  Biitish  Gtovenimeat,  ^ 
the  agency  of  the  Northwest  For  Company,  havi 
taken  possession  of  the  whole  coantry,  and  aev 
occupy  it  by  various  forts,  plantations,  and  alaea 
all  the  improvements  that  are  to  be  K>aDd  iaaiy 
well-regulated  community. 

The  following  is  from  the  jo«n»al  of  Mr  Spal^ 
ing,  who  passed  from  the  Misstaeippi  io  ihe  ma^ 
of  the  Colombia,  io  1837,  with  bis  wife:  *^r 
McLaughlin'a  farm  is  the  largest  ott  the 
river,  and  produced  last  year  4,500 
wheat,  4,000  bushels  of  peas,  1,700 
barley,  1.500  bushels  of  oats;  potatoes  not 
ered;  corn  but  little;  homed  cattle,  750;  swine,  40^ 
with  from  200  to  300  horses.  He  has  a  sav-ai 
and  a  donring-mill.'*  This  is  but  one  single  esti^ 
lishment  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  amonpt  Baif 
others  that  I  might  mention;  which  will  show  a 
what  extent  the  country  is  occupied  by  a  pow 
without  the  least  shadow  of  right  whatever.  A  pm 
number  of  forts  is  established  ihroughoot  llw  ceai- 
try,  and  garrisoned  with  adequate  forces. 

The  Northwest  Company,  under  the  patioaigi 
of  the  British  Qovernment^  has  not  only  nsQasfs 
lized  the  whole  trade  of  this  region  of  ep«nliy»  tt< 
occupied  it  to  the  exclusion  of  the  AmtneMm 
but  has  extended  over  it  a  khid  of  Tmwsiii 
Government  by  the  oflleers  and  power  of  the  Fa 
Company.  Not  content  with  this  liaiied  Govci» 
ment,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  in  ifas  le^ 
of  George  lY,  extending  the  |uri9dietton  of  At 
courts  of  Canada  over  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

One  encroachment  af ;er  another  is  going  oa  ii 
such  rapid  succession  in  this  tenitory,  ihat  we  oa 
scarcely  keep  pace  with  theoi.  Not  only  have  fe 
American  rights  in  soil  and  property  bees  sfaa■^ 
fully  abused  and  trampled  under  fool  by  the  BUr 
ish  Government,  bnt  more  thaa  one  tbomind  d 
our  enterprising  citizens,  traders,  and  trappen,kBfi 
been  murdered  by  the  English,  through  ibeinslli- 
mentality  of  the  Indians,  whom  they  eontroL 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  the  pfoaiscs 
leading  facts  on  which  the  nation  calls  nioad  for 
action.  Are  we  so  craven  and  reereant  in  spoic 
that  we  will  remain  quiet  and  see  Bnglnad  nk  u 
of  our  acknowledged  righi&l  or  are  wewaatiagB 
patriotism  and  courage  to  defend  our  soiti  m 
are  compelled  to  act,  or  lose  the  country.  If  w 
yield  to  British  audacity  and  usurpa^ioo.  In  ii 
case  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  wMeSre  will  it  siofi 
Has  Great  Britain  any  bounds  to  her  normpt  an- 
biUon?  She  would  be  pleased,  above  nil  ihiigk 
to  check  the  growing  power  of  the  Uniied  Bmm^ 
and  to  humble  under  her  feet  the  stars  and  stdpn 
of  this  Republic.  Great  Britain  despises  and 
the  United  States  with  the  s 
which  actuated  her  in  the  Revotntio&niy  sw 
against  the  Americans.  That  proud  nation,  lo  As 
day,  considers  us  her  re^ed,  and  that  the  UaM 
States  of  right  ought  to  be  a  part  and  pnreel  of  (hi 
British  empire.  Her  orators  and  pnhlie  jounik 
at  the  seat  of  Government  prodaim  aloud  As* 
*'the  Republic  of  the  Uniied  States  is  an  experimMi 
in  Government  that  cannot  ancoeed.  The  peoph 
(they  say)  have  not  virtue  or  intdligenoe  saSi- 
cient  to  maintain  free  and  self-govemmeni.'* 

Bnt  look  at  the  acts  of  the  British  Qow^amM 
towards  us,  which  speak,  louder  than  words.  Cis- 
pare  her  offioial  conduct  with  that  of  other  aatii. 
in  regard  to  the  Uniied  Slates.  Is  there  any  n* 
tion  who  encroaches  oh  onr  terriloiy,  mutes  sv 
citixens,  liberates  Ihe  slaves  of  the  Uh^ed  itain^ 
or  impresses  oar  seamen,  but  Kiglnnd?  Wkii 
nation,  except  Great  Britain,  would  due^tfh 
cite  its  subjects,  and  the  fhsfticBoC  JH^ 
States,  to  bber^te  theihurts  £i  ' 
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kiA  yet,  strange  to  say,  there  is  a  class  of  people 
in  the  United  States,  knowing  all  these  facts, 
still  friendly  to  Qreat  Britain  and  the  British 
liovernment.  These  people  call  the  English  their 
Uar  Idndrtd,  speaking  the  same  langnage,  and  en- 
joying the  same  religion.  They  hail  England  as 
ibe  mother  Conn ttyf  which  same  nnnataral  mother 
las  been  trying  for  generations  past  to  enslave 
ind  destroy  her  American  children.  Some  of  ihe$e 
^nglo-American  children  are  so  base  and  recreant 
n  principle,  that  they  would  willingly  sacrifice 
heir  rights  and  liberties  as  freemen  to  the  domin- 
on  of  the  dtar  mother  country.  These  rascals 
)aght  to  be  whipped  naked  round  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  delay  to  assert  and  maintain  our 
igbts  in  the  Oregon  Territory  with  such  a  naiion, 
rill  secnre  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  territory 
0  England.  A  delay  on  thid  subject  will  either 
ose  us  the  territory,  or  we  will  be  forced  to  wrest 
t  out  of  British  bands  by  war,  should  England 
:ompel  as  to  defend  the  Oregon  Territory  by  force 
>f  arms.  We  dare  not  permit  that  nation  to  wrest 
Yom  OS  any  the  smallest  porti  n  of  the  territory.' 
!^o  American  will  ever  lay  down  his  arms,  while 
tay  hostile  invader  remains  on  the  soil  of  freemen. 
Is  it  not  belter,  therefore,  to  interpose  the  friendly 
emedy  of  UmUf  poueaiion,  than  to  be  forced,  at  a 
iubsequent  day,  to  take  the  country  at  the  muzzle 
»f  the  cannon? 

l(  we  had  the  joint  possession  of  this  territory  with 
toy  other  nation  on  the  globe,  inacion  might  not 
>e  fatal.  But  what  can  we  expect  from  England? 
Ifter  a  controversy  for  fifty  or  sixty  years  with 
bis  nation,  for  a  portion  of  our  soil  in  the  con- 
uitational  limits  ot  Maine,  we  lost  it.  No  man  in 
be  Union  believes  that  England  had  any  right  to 
he  territory  on  the  Northeastern  boundary,  which 
ht  ba«  acquired  from  the  United  States  in  the  late 
reaty.  Stie  was  determined  to  have  a  road  to 
tonneet  her  provinces  together,  and  she  bullied  tkie 
doited  States  out  of  it.  She  presented  to  the  na- 
ion  war,  or  a  cession  of  the  territory;  and  the 
Americans  tamely  consented  to  the  latter.  <*Di8- 
srction  is  the  better  part  of  valor.**  War  with 
England,  or  a  ratification  of  the  treaty,  were  the 
titeroatives  presented;  and  the  latter  was  agreed 
0.  h  not  this  a  lesson  on  the  Oregon  question? 
It  any  time  within  the  last  fifty  years,  we  might 
lave  settled  the  Noribeasiern  boundary  question 
)Q  ihe  same  terms  as  it  was  adjusted  in  the  late 
reaty.  That  haughty,  overbearing  Qovercment 
fielded  nothing,  but  held  on  with  the  same  na* 
ional  pertinacity,  the  saine  bullying  disposition, 
bat  has  distinguished  her  character  for  ages  past, 
mtii  ibe  American  Senate,  in  direct  violation  to 
be  will  of  the  people,  consented  to  the  unjtist  pre- 
ensions  of  England,  and  ratified,  a  treaty  that  is 
iondemned  by  ihrec-fourths  of  the  people.  Can 
re  expect  to  adjust  the  Oregon  question  by  nego- 
iation  with  England?  Can  we  expect  anything 
rom  her  on  fair  and  honorable  principles?  or  can 
re  anticipate  justice  from  a  Government  that  will 
Durder  and  destroy  our  sick  and  wounded  prison- 
ers, which  was  done  in  the  late  wai?  This  is  the 
ame  nation  that,  without  any  just  cause  whatever, 
las  overrun  and  plundered  a  great  part  of  Asia— 
las  subdued  China,  and  compelled  that  wretched 
md  miserable  race  of  men  to  pay  England  mil- 
ions  and  millions  for  whipping  them.  Can  wc  ex- 
pect the  Oregon  to  be  restored  to  us  by  such  a  na- 
ion,  on  honorable  principleb? 

Mr.  Chairman,  England  has  conquered,  pes- 
eased,  and  colonized,  vastly  more  teri;itory  on  this 
;!obe  than  any  other  nation.  Her  navy  is  almost 
mnipotent,  and  her  power  by  sea  and  land  is  the 
Dost  gigantic  that  ever  existed  on  earth.  Sbe  pos- 
esses,  and  hasundet  her  imperial  dominion,  a  great 
)onion  of  North  America.  She  owns  great  po^^- 
iionsin  the  West  Indies,  fronting  theTJnited  States; 
lod  bf  r  territory  extends  on  the  north  of  the  Union 
(om  the  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  Now  she 
lemands  the  Oregon  Territory,  so  that  her  pos* 
te^fions  may  be  continuous  and  complete  from  the 
idaniic  to  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  and  she  has  the 
iQballowed  wickedness  to  believe  her  power  will 
If  CO  re  it  to  her. 

The  Oregon  Territory  would  be  to  England  a 
;raiul  acquisition.  It  would,  in  the  first  plac<^, 
ijainp  and  dreumacribe  the  growth  and  power  of 


the  United  States,  and  add  in  the  ?am%  proportion 
to  her  power,  as  it  wonld  detract  from  that  of  the 
United  State?.  By  posse5sing  the  Oregon,  and 
planting  a  colony  in  ii,  England  would  regulate 
and  control  the  trade  and  commerce,  not  only  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  but  that  also  of 
the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  East  Indies.  God  forbid 
that  any  American  should  ever  see  EnglaLd  in  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  Oregon  Territory!  This 
territory  is  in  a  critical  situation.  It  is  almost  in 
the  deadly  gra^p  of  the  general  and  universal 
robb«r  of  nations.  It  is  like  Daniel  in  the  den  of 
lions;  and  I  hope  and  prsy  that  the  same  heavenly 
power  that  saved  Daniel  in  olden  times,  may  also 
save  Oregon.  Is  it  not  right,  in  this  perilous  sit- 
uation, when  our  own  soil  is.  within  the  grayp  of 
uuhallowed  power,  to  stretch  out  the  strong  arm 
of  the  nation,  and  save  the  victim  from^  British 
viclatioL?  Can  any  American,  whose  heart  glows 
with  the  love  of  country,  remain  quiet,  and  see 
any  nation  rob  him  of  his  right^?  If  the  United 
Slates  are  reduced  in  patriotism,  and  naional 
honor  to  such  degradation,  as  not  to  defend  their  ^ 
own  soil  fiom  Brii^h  usurpation,  and  British  au- 
dacity, they  are  unworthy  to  be  considered  any 
longer  a  nation  of  fieemen.  We  hope  for  better 
things  without  despondency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  violate  ao  treaty  or  con- 
vention to  cccupy  ths  Oregon  Territory  wiih  half 
a   million  of  people;  if  that  number  should  be 
sent  there,  if  necessary,  to  keep  possession  against  ' 
the  exclusive  occupation  of  England. 

The  same  honorable  sentiment  and  love  of  jus- 
tice which  would  induce  the  America t^s  to  defend 
their  own  righti^,  would  cause  them  to  be  exact  and 
scrupulous  in  the  observance  of  all  treaties  and 
conventions  with  other  nations.  No  one  indi- 
vidual in  the  wbde  length  and  breadth  of  this  con- 
federacy would  impair,  in  the  slightest  degree,  any 
agreement  made  with  England;  but  certainly  tha^ 
nation  cannot  complain  of  our  performing  in  the 
Oregon  Territory  what  they  themselves  have  done. 
They  have  occupied  snd  garrisoned  the  conmry; 
tbey  have  planted  a  colony  in  it;  ihey  have  made 
improvementti  cf  various  descriptions,  and  have  in 
it  plantations,  mills,  stock,  Ac.  They  have  not 
only  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Company 
extendtd  over  the  country;  but  the  Parliament  r.f 
England  has  also  embraced  the  countr/  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Canada.  What  care  we  about 
their  complaints,  if  we  do  justice  to  th'^m?  The 
United  Slates  bavicg  been  visited  by  so  many  un- 
kind and  hostile  acts  from  them,  will  csre  but  lit- 
tle about  their  unjust  complaints.  The  Americans, 
in  doing  justice,  ought  to  care  but  little  to  offend 
England.  Can  it  be  seriously  contendtd  that  ihs 
United  Spates  dare  not  occupy  and  settle  the  Ore- 
gon Territory,  because  it  may  cfiend  England? 
This  is  foul  slander  on  the  American  cbaractsr. 
They  dare  do  in  courage  what  is  within  the  power 
of  man  to  perform.  The  Americans  are  a  people 
young  and  energetic;  know  their  rights  and  dare 
dsfend  them,  no  matter  what  nation  may  be  of- 
fended. 

It  is  no  violation  of  the  convention  for  the  United 
States  to  encourage  emigration  to  the  Oregon  Ter-^ 
ritory.  There  is  no  prohibition  as  to  the  number 
of  Americans  who  may  occupy  and  settle  the  coun- 
try. Military  posts  may  be  e.«tablished  in  it,  and  the 
country  settled  and  impro?ed'— as  we  see  is  done  by 
England.  Neither  is  it  any  infraction  of  the  agree- 
ment made  in  1818,  between  Great  Britain  aod 
the  United  States,  to  grant  lands  to  actual  settlers 
in  the  Oregon.  The  country  is  "free  and  open"  to 
the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  powers,  so 
that  the  rights  cf  the  Americans  which  they 
have  to  occupy  and  possess  the  country,  may  be 
confirmed  by  gtaui  of  lands  embracing  tbeir  pos- 
sessions. Possession  is,  of  itself,  a  good  title  against 
unlawful  intrusions,  and  which  possession  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  be  bound  to  protect. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  impossible  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Oi-egon  to  exist  in  the  air.  They  must  oc- 
cupy a  space  on  the  mother  earth.  This  is  a 
right — to  exist  and  have  a  place  on  earth — an 
American  citizen,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  country,  enjoys  throughout  the  Union.  It  is 
also  his  right  in  Oregon,  l^cause  the  convention 
gives  it  to  him,  and  l^uae  the  cotrntry  is  im  in- 


tegral part  cf  the  Union.  Possessing  th>s  right  of 
location  and  occupation  of  the  soil,  the  Govern- 
ment giving  the  settler  a  donation  of  the  land  em- 
bracing his  location  and  settlement,  neither  adds 
to  nor  diminishes  his  possession  of  the  soil.  His 
possession  is  the  same,  and  England  has  no  grounds 
of  complaint.  What  right  has  she  to  judge,  or 
complain,if  the  United  States  have,  or  have  not,  the 
power  to  make  grantv  of  land  in  Oregon  to  actual 
settlers?  This  is  a  private  matter  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  her  own  citizens,  and  no  other  na- 
tion has  any  power  or  right  to  interfere  in  our  do- 
mestic relations.  Have'  we  any  right  to  interfere 
jn  English  affairs,  and  restore  to  the  people  of  that 
country  their  rights,  of  which  the  Gk>vernment  has 
deprived  them?  I  may  add,  moreover,  that  Eng- 
land cannot  complain  of  the  United  States  giving 
away  Ua  own  soil,  as  the  convention  is  express 
that  the  rights  of  the  parties  shall  remain  as  they 
were  before  the  convention  was  made;  and,  in  ihat 
case,  England  has 'no  right  whatever  to  one  inch 
of  the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  concaive  it  our  bounden  duty, 
on  various  considerations,  to  occupy  and  settle  the 
Oregon  Territory  at  the  presenl  time.  Can  the 
United  States  ignominiouily  abandon  ber  rights  and 
territory  to  England?  and  will  it  not  promote  the 
national  honor  and  character  of  the  country,  to  oc- 
cupy and  settle  the  Territory  of  Oregon?  I  con- 
sider the  United  States  the  asylum  for  the  oppress- 
ed of  all  nations.  This  great  Republic  was  not 
created  for  the  few  people  who  were  In  it  at  the  Rer- 
olution,  nor  for  the  few  who  are  now  in  it,  in  com- 
parison to  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  souls  who 
will  hereafier  exist  in  it.  Am  I  not  warranted  in 
these  statements  by  the  unparalleled  increase  of 
population  in  the  United  S'ates,  and  the  nnbonnd- 
ed  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants 
since  the  Revolution?  Oar  population  in  1790  was 
3,939,827;  and,  in  1840,  17,068,666.  This  in- 
crease of  13,138.839  m  fifty  years,  will  astonish 
the  world,  and  force  the  most  incredulous  to  be- 
lieve that  this  Republic  is  under  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  Providence.  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  continue  virtuous,  intelligent,  and  energetic, 
as  they  have  been — and  I  see  no  reastn  to  doubt 
ii^iu  fifty  years  more  what  will  be  the  popnlatioa 
of  the  Unioo?  At  least  fifiy  millions  of  souls  will 
exist  in  the  United  States  in  1890.  Will  they  not 
require  the  extension  of  the  country  from  ocean  to 
ocean  for  their  comfortable  existence?  Is  it  not 
our  duty  to  do  all  in  our  power  for  posterity? 
What  did  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution  do  for  aa?  ^ 
We  inherited  from  tbem  the  finest  country  on  the ' 
globe,  and  the  principles  of  free  government,  im- 
bodied  in  a  Constitution  which  is  the  greatest  work 
of  man;  and  are  we  to  do  nothing  for  posterity  in 
re*  urn? 

It  is  conceded  that  the  republican  form  of  gOT- 
emment  of  the  United  States  will  operate  much 
better  over  a  large  territory  than  a  small  one.  Our 
representative  Government  will  never  be  so  per- 
manent and  solid  as  when  it  is  extended  from  tfie 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  If  I  were  permitted  to  in- 
dulge in  specuSations  and  opinions,  I  would  say,  in 
1890  the  United  States  will  possess  the  greater 
portion  of  North  America.  It  will  embrace  the 
Briiii-h  possessions  on  the  North;  and  our  friend 
the  Texan  Government  would,  by  its  own  eonsenr, 
compose  a  part  of  the  South.  We  wonld  then  see 
a  den^e  and  happy  population  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  PaciQc,  and  the  seat  of  the  National  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  the  centre.  Large  cities  would  then  ex- 
ist on  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and  a  commerce  on  it 
nearly  equal  to  that  on  the  Atlantic.  This  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  onward  march  of  Ihe  United 
S'ates  to  her  high  destiny,  which  no  foreign  nation 
can  arrest. 

The  cccopation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territory  will  greatly  advance  the  immediate  in- 
terest of  the  United  States,  All  the  rich  furs  from 
the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific  ocean  are  monopolized 
by  England.  The  Northwest  Fur  Company  im* 
port  their  goods  direct  from  London  to  the  month 
of  Columbia  river,  free  of  duty;  and  therefore  can 
undersell  the  Americans,  who  pay  duty  on  their 
merchandise.  This  company — which  is  so  power- 
ful in  wealth,  numbers,  and  organization— expels 
from  the  country  all  the  Americans  who  d«ra  to 
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compete  with  it  in  ibe  Ibd.^n  trade.    Thus  it  has 
almost  monopolized  the  whole  trade. 

This  same  foreign  company,  with  its  power  and 
iollaence,  is  capable  of  controlling  almost  the 
whole  Indian  popalaliun  in  North  America.  This 
company  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  Qovem- 
ment,  and  possesses  an  increaied  share  of  the  Brit* 
ish  hatred  to  the  Uoited  States.  With  its  power 
orer  the  Indians,  and  wiih  their  sincere  and  hearty 
hatred  to  the  United  States,  it  conid,  in  a  very 
short  time,  array  in  war  against  this  Government 
almost  all  the  Indians  in  Norih  America.  Fi^y  or 
sixty  thoQsand  Indian  warriors  England  coold  pre- 
cipitate on  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
tended as  they  are,  at  one  and  the  same  time  1  This 
statement  is  not  idle  speculation,  but  it  is  fact.  Is 
not  this  a  powerful  reason  to  induce  the  United 
States  to  oocDpy  the  country,  and  ihereby  sa?e  the 
frontiers  from  the  fury  of  these  savaget? 

Mr.  Chairman,  ether  commerce,  as  well  as  the 
Indian  trade,  will  be  benefiud  by  ihe  occupa- 
tion  of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Our  commerce  with 
the  East  ladies,  Peru,  Chili,  and  the  western  part 
of  Mexico,  will  all  be  advanced  and  improved. 
Thai  brave  and  enterprising  class  of  men  engaged 
in  the  whale  fisheries  v  ould  then  have  a  station 
on  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  where  they 
could  repair  their  vessels,  and  obtain  necc^yaries  to 
enable  them  to  prosecute  their  business  with  more 
vigor  and  advantage  to  themselves.  This  aid  from 
the  Government  is  due  this  hardy  race  of  men. 
Every  possible  inducement  sterns  to  me  to  exist  to 
can^e  the  United  States  to  occupy  and  settle  the 
Oregon  without  delay.  Hundreds  and  thousands 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  Wes'ern  ccuntry,  and 
oiherF,  aie  ready  to  embark  in  this  enterprise,  if 
they  aie  protected  ai.d  sustained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

These  emigrants  would  be  sober,  iudosirious, 
and  viitoous  cit  zens — not  that  wretched,  reckless 
class  of  people  who  are  wilting  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  abandon  the  blessir.gs  of  free  govern- 
ment for  lawless  anarchy.  They  would  still  re- 
main on  their  own  soil,  and  flourish  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  stars  and  stripes  of  their  native  land. 
They  would  carry  wiih  them  ihe  Bible,  the  prrff, 
and  the  ploughshare;  and  the  coaniry  would  pros- 
per like  other  sections  of  the  Union.  These  set- 
tlers would  anticipate  from  the  Government  what 
others  have  received  under  similar  circumMances. 
They  would  expect  the  country  to  be  protected,  by 
military  posts,  from  the  insults  and  lawless  depre- 
daticns  of  the  Indians.  This  protection  is,  at  ibis 
time,  extended  to  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Such  government  aud  laws  as  exist  over  oiher 
similar  sections  of  the  Uuiied  Statr 5,  shooM  alAO 
govern  the  Oregon  lerriiory.  The  Territorial 
Government  ((  Iowa  ou«ht  to  be  extended  to  the 
Pacific  ocean;  and  such  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  and  of  ih?  United  States,  as  exist  at  this 
time  in  the  Territory,  should  also  prevail  in 
Oregon. 

One  other  inducement  to  emigrants  granted  by 
the  Government,  and  the  Oregon  is  immediately 
occupied  and  s*ttiled.  A  grant  of  six  huLdrcd  and 
forty  acres  of  land  to  ev»ry  settlfr  who  will  re- 
main (u  the  land  for  five  years,  will  be  the  vatch- 
word  for  emigration  to  flow  into  that  territory  in 
such  numbers,  that  the  country  will  be  den>ely 
populated  in  a  itvr  years.  The  Americans  are  a 
laad'Ioving  people,  and  will  defend  it  wi»h  the 
same  energy  and  courage  which  they  use  to  ac- 
quire it. 

These  donations  of  land  are  common  to  be  made 
to  the  pioneers  of  all  new  countries.  Ttie  first  set- 
tlers in  all  the  Wes:e(n  country  had  donations  ot 
land  of  some  description  made  to  them;  and  why 
not  to  thofc  who  settle  Oregon?  All  settlers  in 
Louisiana,  at  the  cessiou  of  1803,  who  occupied 
Ihe  soil,  received  640  acres  of  land;  and  they  were, 
at  the  cession, subjects  of  another  Government.  Our 
citixens  emigrating  to  Oregon,  would  have  mure 
claim  to  the  bounty  of  the  Government,  than  the 
subjects  of  the  French  Government  in  Looisiana 
had  who  received  these  donations  in  1803  All 
heads  of  families  residing  in  the  Illinois  country, 
including  Indiana  and  Michigan,  in  the  year  1788, 
liad  graated  to  them  a  donatien  of  400  acres  of 


land.    And  all  militiamen  who  were  in  the  same 
country  in   1791  had  100  acres  granted  to  them. 

These  donations  of  400  acres  remained  unloca- 
tffd  from  1788  to  1814,  and  then  were  received  in 
payment  for  lands  sold  at  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands. 

Donations  of  the  same  character  might  be  made 
to  those  residing  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  per- 
mit them  to  be  located  when  Ihe  country  is  survey- 
ed and  brought  into  market.  This  would  obviate 
all  difficulty  with  those  who  consider  it  improper 
to  make  absolute  grants  at  this  time.  All  the 
men  under  Lewis  and  Claike  received  donations  of 
land  for  their  meritorious  services  in  ihe  expedition 
to  the  Pacific;  and  why  not  give  the  same  to  set- 
tlers who  will  go  and  reside  there? 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  encouragements,  tendered  to 
emigrants,  together  with  the  fine  country  of  Ore- 
gon, will  insure  its  speedy  settlement.  The  coun- 
try itself  is  enticing.  It  is  the  finest  climate  in  the 
United  States.  The  temperature  is  more  equal 
than  any  other  section,  atd  of  such  mild  character, 
that  winter  is  scarcely  known.  Live  stock  re- 
main out  all  winter,  and  support  themselves  on 
the  grass.  Tne  country  is  also  extremely  healthy, 
and  in  many  parts  very  productive.  All  the 
grain  that  grows  in  the  United  States  alto  thrives 
well  in  Oregon.  The  timber  is  large  and  abun- 
dant, which  is  now  a  con^iderabIe  article  of  expor- 
tation by  the  Northwest  Pur  Company. 

It  is  so  manifestly  just  and  right  to  c  ccupy  and 
settle  the  Oregon  Territory,  that  I  should  consider 
it  my  duty,  representing  the  will  of  nr>y  constitu- 
ents, to  urge  this  measure  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress  on  all  proper  occasions,  until  it  is  adopt- 
ed. Should  it  fail  at  this  session,  and  I  be  hcWored 
with  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  I  would  continue 
my  offbru*,  humble  as  they  may  be,  until  the  Ore- 
gon is  occupipd  and  settled. 

Although  the  temper  and  character  of  the  Anter- 
«jcan  people  are  for  peace;  and  although  Ihe  Amer- 
ican form  of  Government  is  calculated  to  insure 
that  blessing;  and  although  the  United  States  have 
no  object  on  earth  to  induce  them  to  go  to  war 
asainst  any  nation, — yet  England  may  force  the 
Americans,  for  th?  third  tim(»,  to  take  up  arms 
against  their  old  and  inveterate  enemy.  That  G  'V- 
ernment  forced  us  to  be  free  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  She  forced  the  United  States,  in  the  L-te 
war,  to  s»ssnme  such  a  high  stand  in  the  republic 
of  nations  as  neither  party  anticipated;  and  new 
^he  may  force  the  people  of , the  United  Slates  In'o 
such  rage  and  fury  that  English  domii^ion  will  be 
expelled,  root  and  branch,  from  North  America, 
and  all  her  prasessions  ccme  under  the  Unitrd 
States  (government.  Although  the  Amer  can  peo- 
ple love  h  norable  peac<>,  yet  there  is  a  deep-rooted 
hared  resting  in  their  breasts  ; gainst  the  usurpa- 
tions and  corrupt  ambition  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, which  could  be  excited  into  a  tempest  'that 
would  sweep  everything  before  it. 

Should  England  be  so  onwifc  and  so  wicked  as 
to  force  the  Americans  into  a  third  war  with  that 
nation,  the  young  auJ  t  rowing  vigor  of  America 
may  shake  the  British  empire  to  the  centre.  Oar 
country  is  unbocnded  in  resourcei^  and  wea!th; 
wbi!e  the  other  is  enfeebled  with  old  age,  and  op- 
pressed wiih  Tyranny.  One  is  free;  while  the 
people  r  f  the  other  are  laden  down  with  d  bts  and 
monarchy. 

America  can  continue  a  war  with  England  for 
ages  Under  the  pre>sure  of  war,  the  people  would 
uni  e  in  the  deft^nce  of  the  eountry,  and  become  in- 
vincible. An  army  of  five  hundred  thousand  sol- 
diers could  be  maintained  in  the  field;  while  a  suf- 
ficient population  would  remain  at  home  t  >  work, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country,  and  sus- 
tain the  war.  All  those  nations  whom  the  English 
hold  in  bondage  would  cheerfully  join  the  Ameri- 
can standard,  and  be  free.  The  Irish,  the  Asiaic, 
and  the  Chinese  nations  would  bound  with  joy  at 
the  arrival  of  the  happy  day  of  their  liberation 
from  British  tyranny.  The  Canadians,  00 r  near- 
est neighbors,  would  be  the  first  to  join  the  stars 
and  stripes,  and  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty.  France, 
our  natural  ally,  would  join  us  against  England; 
and  Ireland,  being  sustained  by  both  France  and 
America,  would  be  the  first  to  take  vengeance  on 
England  for  the  many  crimes  and  oppressions 


which  she  has  inflicted  on  her,  for  maoj  gaea. 
lions  past. 

These  speculations  may  became  sober  retll^ 
if  England  will  continue  to  inflict  oa  the  ku^ 
cans  t^ose  cruelties  and  dimes  of  which  ibe  ha 
been  guilty,  since  the  pilgrim  fathers  first  lu^ 
en  the  Plymouth  rock.  It  is  far  Aogtaad  aadotkr 
nations  to  do  justice  to  the  AmericaBs,  tad  Ik 
consequence  will  be  a  peace  of  eternal  daratioi. 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  distance  from  the  Weiten 
settlements  to  the  Oregon  is  not  to  far  ai  is  fo- 
•rally  supposed.  It  is  about  650  aiiles  from  tki 
Council  Bluflfs,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to  tkeRodj 
Mountains,  and  600  from  the  moontaiai  to  the  ft. 
cific  ocean.  It  is  very  little  more  than  3  000 11^ 
from  the  tide  water  in  the  Potomac,  to  the  tide 
water  of  the  Columbia  river.  The  oouaUy  fna 
St.  Lonif,  Missouri,  to  the  Rocky  Moaaiaiii,  is 
level  and  easily  traversed;  and  the  monntaiasthia- 
selves  pretent  no  great  obstacles  to  traveller!,  vk 
cross  them  through  the  southern  pawei.  la  t  fcv 
years,  when  the  route  from  the  Westere  aetlk- 
.  ments  is  better  known,  and  osore  travelled,  it  v3 
not  be  more  difficult  to  jouraey  to  the  OregosTir* 
ritory,  than  it  was  once  to  travel  from  the  Wm 
sippi  to  Phila  lelphia.  Delicate  females  hate  i!- 
teady  travelled  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Padfie,  ore 
the  mountains.  I  hope  the  subject  of  the  oecipi- 
tion  and  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory 
may  be  seriously  considered  by  Congrett,  ik 
adopted  at  the  present  session. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  WINTHROP, 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

in  the  House  of  RepreserUaUveSy  Jawufry  25, 1841- 
On  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Wi;i 
and  Means  that  the  exchequer  plan  ought  act  to 
be  adopted. 

It  is  with  no  liule  reluctance,  Mr.  Speaker,  tktl 
enter  into  this  debate.  There  is  a  well-femelBbe^ 
ed  proverb  oi  Solomon,  that  ''from  the  fulness  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh."  I  confess,  sir,  tk 
1  have  no  fulness  of  the  heart  to  speak  from,  in  r^ 
lation  to  the  questions  now  before  us.  Tbewboli 
subject  of  the  currency  has  been  so  perplexed  u^ 
embarrassed  bv  the  deplorable  collbions  whici 
have  occurred  between  the  President  of  the  Unitoi 
States  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  tk 
no  man  can  approach  it  without  someiliiiig  of  I^ 
pugnance  and  aversioiL 

In  reference  to  this  subject  of  the  currencf , is* 
deed,  we  have  been  tossed  to  and  fro  on  the  wive 
of  party  contention  lor  almost  ten  years.  Ajo: 
or  two  since  we  were  flattered  with  the  belief  tto 
we  were  coming  at  last  to  port;  but  the  objects 
which  we  took  lor  land,  and  which  were*  eaget^ 
and  joyously  hailed  as  such  from  the  mast'Mu, 
turned  out  to  be  only  fresh  ree&of  rockacnasoar 
course;  and  we  seem  to  be  now  as  far  as  erer,  or 
even  farther  than  ever,  from  the  haven  where  ve 
would  be.  In  the  mean  time,  the  subject  itself^  c 
a  matter  of  public  discussion,  has  become  "issak 
as  the  remamder  biscuit  after  a  voyage." 

Gtuestions,  however,  seem  likely  to  be  taken  be- 
fore this  report  and  resolution  are  disposed  of ,  tipae 
which  any  vote  that  one  may  give  will  be  so  ei- 
ceedingly  liable  to  misconstruction,  that  1  caiBoi 
consent  to  forego  some  explanations  of  my  vievs. 

Repeated  chalten^  have  been  heard  io  tkisUl 
for  o?u  man  to  rise  ir)  his  place  and  say  that  he  vis 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  exchequer  plan,  as  origi- 
nally presented  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  UniM 
Slates.  I  am  not  about  to  respond  to  these  chal- 
lenges, or  to  take  up  the  fipiuntlet  which  has  iIk 
been  thrown  down.  But  1  greatly  doubt  both  tb; 
policy  and  proprietv  of  passing  the  pending  resoli- 
tion;  and  it  compelled  to  give  my  vote  at  all,  tht: 
vote  will  be  in  the  native. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  to  any  remarks ohc 
the  resolution  itself,  or  upon  the  report  by  whia  it 
is  accompanied,  I  desire  to  present  some  gene^'al 
views  on  the  subject-matter  involved  in  them. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  sir,  I  wish  to  express  (he 
strong  sense  whicn  I  entertain  of  the  obli||itic> 
which  is  resting  upon  the  Confess  of  the  tiBiiei 
States  to  make  provision  by  law,  in  some  fonn  or 
other,  and  without  further  delay,  for  thecoUectioii« 
custody^  and  disbursement  of  tne  public  moD«js. 
How  is  it  with  these  moneys  nowf  Who  lw« 
where  they  are  to  day,  or  where  they  will  be  ii>> 
mocrowl  Who  knows  how  tlirv  are  eoUedtd, 
how  they  are  kept,  how  thejr  ait  ^tsborscdt  Wk 
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loes  not  know  that  they  are  colleotedi  kept,  and  dis- 
>ursed  under  the  almost  entirely  nnrefftilated  and 
liscrelionary  anthority  of  the  Eiecuti  vel  There  is 
I  section  or  two  of  an  old  law  of  1789,  and  there  is 
in  amendatory  act  of  i82:;^both  of  them  exceed- 
nfly  loose  in  their  langnage,  and  indefinite  in 
heir  import;  and  there  is  also  the  resolution  of 
1816.  Tne  nrst  of  these  acts  merely  makes  it  the 
lojty  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  UnitM  States  to  re- 
ceive and  keep  the  public  moneys,  and  to  disburse 
he  same  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of  (he 
Treasury,  leaving  all  the  subordinate  agencies 
hrough  which  the  receipts  and  payments  of  this 
^reat  nation  are  to  be  conducted,  entirely  without 
egal  specification  or  selection.  The  second  of  them 
elates  mainly  to  moneys  appropriated  for  the  War 
ind  Navy  Departments,  and  suppliesnone  of  the  de- 
eds of  the  previous  act;  and  the  resolution  of 
816  prescribes  only  tli6  medium  in  which  the  pub- 
ic revenue  shall  be  collected.  These  comprise  all 
lie  law  there  is  on  the  subject.  Thsse  are  the  dis- 
tcta  membra — the  dry  and  detached  t>ones — of  bur 
xisting  fiscal  system;  and  it  is  le(l  to  Executive 
lonstmction  to  knit  them  together  as  it  can,  and  to 
lotbe  them  with  what  body  it  pleases. '  The  repoct 
>f  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  admits  all 
his,  and  declares  that,  sioce  the  late  vetoes  of  the 
President,  'Hheipublic  moneys  have  remained  in 
he  hands  ot  officers  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
rithout  any  definite  regulation  by  law." 

For  one,  1  cannot  feel  that  my  duty  to  the  conn- 
ry ,  as  one  of  its  humblest  Representatives,  is  dis- 
:Aarged,  in  leaving  this  discretion  longer  nncheck- 
id.  uo  gentlemen  tell  me  that  we  have  tried  twice 
o  accomplish  this  object^  and  that  our  efibrishave 
wice  been  defeated  t^  the  interposition  of  Execu- 
Ive  retoesl  Sir,  I  am  no  vindicator  of  those  ve- 
oes,  and  no  apologist  for  them  in  any  degree.  I 
oin  as  heartily  as  any^  man  in  this  House  in  de- 
iLoring  and  condemning  the  use  which  has  been 
Qade  of  this  odious  veto  power,  both  in  relation  to 
his  and  other  matters;  though,  perhaps,  I  may  not 
bink  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  and  decorum 
vhich  belong  to  this  place  to Jnduls^  in  such  ex- 
pressions on  the  subject  as  have  too  ouen  been  heard 
lere.  But,  so  far  from  finding,  in  such  considera- 
ions  as  these,  any  gronnd  for  relaxing  our  ^orts 
a  relation  to  the  public  moneys,  I  hold  them  to  be 
idditional  reasons  lor  persevering  until  our  duty 
lan  been  accomplished.  We  are  the  Representa- 
ives  of  che  people.  We  have  something  of  pe- 
taliar  constitutional  responsibilitv  for  the  safety  of 
he  moneys  of  the  people.  And  Because  the  Exec- 
111 ve,  whose  discretion  we  desire  to  control  and 
egolate,  has  seen  fit,  from  any  cause — 1  care  not 
vbether  of  conscience  or  of  coniumacv — to  arrest 
ind  resist  our  interposition,  shall  we  therefore  for- 
>ear  altogether,  and  leave  him  in  undisturbed  pos- 
ession  of  the  Treasury?  I  cannot  so  read  our 
luty.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  be  distrust  of  the 
iLxecutive:  if  there  be  disapprobation  of  his  policy 
»r  principles;  if  there  be  alarm  or  apprehension  as 
o  his  aims  and  ends,  and  as  to  the  means  by  which 
le  seeks  to  accomplish  them, — there  is  the  more 
eason,  in  my  judgment,  for  persisting  in  our  at- 
empts,  until  the  public  moneys  shall  be  again 
>laced  under  legislative  securities  and  safeguards. 
Sir,  if  there  is  fear  of  a  union  of  purse  and  sword, 
ive  have  that  union  now,  in  the  very  form  in  which 
t  first  became  the  subject  ol  Whig  denunciation, 
^hen  General  Jackson  removed  the  deposites  from 
be  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  for  us,  if 
bat  union  must,  in  any  shape,  be  continued,  at 
east  to  provide  that  it  shall  henceforth  be  a  nnion 
egulatea  and  restricted  by  law. 

Thus  far,  it  is  true,  our  treasury  has  been  in  lit- 
le  danger.  Oar  poverty  has  been  our  protection. 
The  utter  emptiness  of  the  public  cofifers  has  made 
t  almost  a  matter  of  indifiereoce  who  kept  the 
ceysy  or  whether  there  were  any  keys  at  all.  Can^ 
ami  vacuus  coram  UUxjni/e.  We  have-  enjoyed 
^mething  of  the  security  of  the  penniless  travel- 
er, who  whistles  in  the  face  of  the  highwayman. 
But  a  different  state  of  things  is  not  far  ofif.  I  have 
lo  fear  that  the  tarifi*  of  the  last  session,  if  only 
il  lowed  to  go  fairly  into  operation,  is  about  to  be  so^ 
'uinous  to  our  revenue  as  some  gentlemen  have 
prophesied.  Let  the  ability  of  the  people  to  con- 
»ume  be  stimulated  until  it  rises  stovc  the  famine 
;taodard — above  the  almost  starving  and  freezing 
>oiot — to  which  an  unchecked  foreign  competition 
xrith  their  labor  has  reduced  it,  and  there  is  noth- 
Dg  in  the  present  scale  of  duties  which  will  prevent 
in  ample  influx  of  revenue.  The  country  nas  seen 
higher  duties  than  these;  and  an  overflowiog  treas- 
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ury  at  the  same  time.  Certainly,  if  the  rigor  of 
the  cash  payorents  Should  be  mitigated  by  the  adop- 
tion of  that  warehousing  system  which,  I  am 
happy  to*say,  has  been  matured  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  this  very  morning;  and  if,  too,  this 
House  could  be  prevailed  on  lo  impose  a  moderate, 
and,  if  they  please,  a  temporary  uaty  on  tea  and 
coffee — a  ineasure  which  no  one  would  feel  as  op- 
pressive, and  which  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
credit  demands  of  us,  in  my  judgment,  to  adopt 
before  we  adjourn — we  should  witness  a  very  dif- 
ferent condition  of  th^  finances  of  the  country  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session.  But,  at 
any  rate,  full  or  emptyj  exuberant  or  exhausted, 
the  treasury  of  the  nation  ought  now  and  always 
to  be  under  legislative  regulation  and  control. 
This,  sir,  is  Whig  doctrine,  Republican  doctrine, 
Democratic  doctrine,  constitutional  doctrine. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  a  national  bank,  of  moderate  capital-^ 
say  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  at  the  furthest — with 
such  limitaHons  ana  restrictions  as  (he  experience 
of  the  last  ten  years  has  abundantly  suggested,  al- 
ways has  been,  and  is  still,  my  first  choice  for  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  Nor  has  the  prof- 
ligate mismanagement  of  such  an  institution  which 
has  recently  been  exhibited,  destroyed  or  impaired 
my  confidence  in  its  value.  No,  sir,  no  more  than 
the  monstrous  misrule  to  which  this  nation  has 
been  sulgected  from  time  to  time,  during  the  last 
twelve  years^  has  destroyed  my  confidence  in  the 
freeanaglprioos  form  oi  government  under  which 
-we  live.  I  am  rash  enough  to  think,  too,  that  this 
very  moment  would  be,  in  many  respects,  a  favor- 
able moment  for  establishing  such  an  in^itution; 
believing  that,  while  our  experience  ofthe  evils  to 
which  its  bad  management  has  exposed  us  is  stiU 
fresh  and  tinefifaced,  a  bank  would  be  established 
on  safer  and  stricter  principles,  and  on  a  less  magnifi- 
cent and  dangerous  scale,  than  at  almost  any  time 
hereafter.  Tne  principles  ofthe  President  have, 
however,  rendered  this  an  utterly  in^racticable 
idea. 

But  there  are  other  modes  which  might  be  tried, 
and  ought  to  be  tried,  for  the  same  end.  If  this 
Congress  is  willing  to  do  nothing  else,  it  might 
call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  set  down 
in  black  and  white,  and  to  present  to  us  in  the  form 
of  a  statute,  his  present  workinff  plan  for  keep- 
ing,  collecting,  and  disbursing  tne  public  funds. 
We  might  examine  it,  amend  it,  ana  give  it  the 
sanction  of  law.  Belter  have  any  system,  even  a 
bad  one,  resting  on  written  law,  than  no  system  at 
all.  or  than  a  bad  system  rating  on  mere  Executive 
will. 

So  strongly.  Mr.  Speaker,  have  I  felt  the  im- 
propriety of  leaving  the  custody  of  the  public 
treasures  ofthe  country  longer  at  the  mere  aiscre- 
tion  of  the  Executive,  that,  as  events  have  turned 
out,  1  have  more  than  once  been  inclined  to  regret 
that  the  sub-treasury  system  itself  was  so  summa- 
rily repealed.  Odious  and  abhorrent  as  that  sys- 
tem was  regarded,  I  could  hardly  bring  myself  to 
vote  for  its  entire  repeal  at  this  moment,  were  it 
still  in  existence,  except  by  voting  for  the  simulta- 
neous substitution  of  something  better.  And  I 
will  do  the  justice  to  the  party  with  which  I  am 
associated  here,  to  say,  that  I  believe  it  was  no  part 
of  their  original  purpose,  at  the  extra  session,  to 
repeal  that  system  as  an  independent  measure*  It 
has  often  been  ohar^^—- and  oAen,  as  I  think,  most 
unjustly  charged—that  the  Whig  party  were  actua- 
ted, at  the  extra  session,  by  a  desire  to  embarrass 
ana  perplex  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  far  more  ground,  sir,  for  charging 
them,  in  some  cases,  with  too  great  a  willingness  to 
yield  to  his  suggestions.  That  accusation  of  a 
spirit  of  compliance,  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  arrayed  against 
us  the  other  day,'  has,  in  my  opinion,  much  more 
of  foundation;  though,  perhaps,  it  hardly  lies  with 
the  President's  immediate  friends  to  cast  it  in  our 
teeth.  The  outright  repeal  of  the  sub*treasury 
system,  as  a  separate  act,  was,iis  I  understand  it,  a 
measure  of  complaisance  to  the  Executive.  Its 
history  was  on  this  wise.  The  first  bank  charter 
had  passed,  and  was  under  Executive  advisement. 
Its  signature  woqld  have  repealed  the  sub  treasury 

|.  sy.stem  prospectively;  its  veto  would  have  len 
that  systein  standing  permanently.  A  suggestion 
was  made,  from  some  quarter  or  other,  that  the 
President  took  this  course  unkindly;  that  it  looked 
like  a  purpose  to  make  him  either  sign  the  bank 
charter,  or  be  responsible  for  the  continuance  of  a 

1  system  which  he  biioself  admitted  hod  been  cou- 


demned.  It  was  thought  that  it  would  put  him  in 
better  humor  for  a  fhvorable  consideration  of  the 
bank,  if  he  were  relieved  from  this  predicament 
And  upon  this  hint  the  snbtreasury  repeal  bill  was 
hastily  carried  thro.ngh.  For  one,  I  can  hardly 
help  regretting  that  such  a 'course  was  taken.  I 
would  rather  have  left  the  sub-treasury  system  on 
the  statute-book,  on  the  joint  responsibility  of  ^^oee 
who  originated  it  and  of  those  who  preventeo  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  substitute,  until  some 
third  system  5h6uld  have  been  devised.  We 
might  have  taken  out  the  teeth  of  the  monster. 
We  mi^ht  have  extracted  the  poison  from  its  fangs. 
We  might  have  abolished  the  specie  clause — a 
provision  which,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  has  well  remark- 
ed, was  operative  against  those  banks  alone  which 
continued  to  pay  in  specie— ^'^  a  warfare  directed 
exclusively  against  those  institutions  which  per- 
formed their  duty,  and,  not  without  difficulty,  sus- 
tained a  sound  currency."  And  perhaps  other  ben- 
eficial modifications  might  have  been  engrailed 
on  it  at  a  future  day.  But,  as  a  system  for  keep- 
ing the  public  moneys,  it  was  at  least,  better  than 
none,  and  might  better  have  been  left  until  we 
coula  agree  upon  something  to  take  its  place. 

Afler  the  expression  of  these  views,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, no  one  can  be  surprised  when  I  say  that  I  pre- 
fer to  adopt  that  part  of  the  exchequer  plan  which 
provides  for  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  funds,  to  doing  nothing;  aad  that  lam  therefore 
entirely  unwilling  to  cut  myself  off  from  the  op- 
portunity of  supporting  so  much  at  least  of  th« 
President's  plan,  by  voting  for  the  resolution  be- 
fore us. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  part  of  the  exchequer 
plan  for  which,  under  all  circumstances,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  vote.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  hold 
that  the  duty  of  the  Gk)vernment  on  this  subject 
ends  with  making  provision  for  the  management 
of  its  own  finances.  I  am  no  subscriber  to  the 
doctrine  which  was  heard  a  f^w  years  ago— that 
the  Qovemment  should  look  out  for  itself,  and 
should  let  the  people  look  out  for  themselves.  On 
the  contrary,  m  relation  both  to  revenue  and  to 
finance,  the  interests  of  the  people  should  be  em* 
braced  in  every  consideration  of  th^  wants  6f  the 
Qovemment.  Especially,  at  4-iiioment  of  snch 
commercial  emb&rrassment  and  depression  as  the 
present,  we  should  contemplate,  if  possible,  no 
measure  of  relief  to  the  treasury,  which  ^  does  not 
hold  out  some  hope  of  relief  to  the  community 
also.  We  all  regret—aM  of  us,  at  least,  who  con- 
stitute the  majority  in  ihis  House — that  circum- 
stances have  prevented  us  from  doing  what  we  de- 
sired to  do  in  this  behalf.  But,  if  we  cannot  do 
all  that  we  wish,  let  us  Hot  fail  to  dp  all  thfett  we 
conscicsntiously  and  coni(titntfonally  can,  tnXsting 
to  other  and  greater  opportunities  for  the  ultimate 
fulfilment  of  our  desires. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  belfeve  that  a 
simple  issue  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miBions  of  ex- 
chequer notes,  redeenuible  in  specie  at  sighL  (and 
I  would  prefer  them  redeemable  In  the  city  of  New 
York  alone,  or,  at  most,  at  one  or  two  other  points,) 
and  resting  on  a  basis  sufficient  lo  secure  their  re- 
deemability  from  all  danger  and  all  doubt,  at  any 
and  every  instant  when  they  might  be  presented, 
would  be  a  very  considerable  convenience  and  re- 
lief, both  to  the  Government  and  the  people.    Ghiv- 
emment  paper  is,  indeed,  no  prime  favorite  of 
mine,  in  any  form.    I  regret  that  we  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  it  at  all.    But,  as 
we  have  lived  upon  it  already  for  five  or  six  years, 
and  seem  not  likely,  at  present,  to  obtain  a  national 
medium  of  circulation  of  any  other  kii>d,  I  am 
willing  to  try  it  in  the  most  convenient  ^hape.   Nor 
can  I  agree  with  gentlemen  who  pronounce  such  a 
medium,  tosed  upon  specie  even  to  the  extent  of 
dollar  for  dollar,  as  not  worth  having.    Something 
a  little  more  liberal,  so  it  were  safe,  might  un- 
doubtedly be  preferable.    Something  more  liberal 
would,  indeed,  be  indispensable,  so  far  as  any  re- 
lief to  the  trea.«?ury  is  concerned;  and  the  President's 
plan  accordingly- makes  provision  for  basing  an 
issue  of  fifteen  millions  of^  ndies  upon  five  millions 
of  specie,  and  &ve  millions  of  Government  bonds 
to  be  negotiated  as  needed.    Increase  the  authority 
to  issue  bonds  to  the  fbll  amount  which  might  be 
necessary  in  any  emergency  for  redeeming  the  en- 
tire issue  of  notes,  and  the  safety  of  such  a /P'^ 
vision  could  hardly  be  questioned.     The  bonds 
weuld,  in  all  probability,  never  be  called  for;  and 
the  treasury  would  have  an  addition  of  ten  millions 
to  its  resources  at  a  moment  when  such  an  addi- 
tion may  be  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  presetTI; 
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lioDof  ibe  public  credii.  But  ihe  mere  suWiiu- 
lioa  ol  paper  for  melal  is  oerlaicly  a  gieal  conve- 
nienoe  lo  ibe  people^  aud  genileinea  turgeL  one  of 
ifae  beads  or  iheir  old  arguniecls  egainSl  a  hard- 
moDey  cairencv,  when  tbey  spurn  such  a  suteiiiu- 
lionassa  ulterlf  wocihless  and  contemptible.  Such 
a  paper  would  be  convenient  fur  local  paymenu, 
convenient  for  treasury  psyolrnts,  and,  mor^espe- 
ciaily,  convenient  as  a  medium  of  elcbatige. 
Even  treasury  notes,  as  now  issued,  at  interesi,  and 
on  tikne,  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  erent 
cooveoieDceand  relief  in  nil  these  respects.  Indeed, 
it  is  aJmost  impossible  to  conceive  how  the  business 
either  of  the  tteasury  or  ol  the  peOple  coold  have 
beencoDdncied,  di^ring  the  difficulties  and  dislresses 
ofihe  last  five  years,  without  the  aid  of  such  an  iu- 
Gtiaroent  of  receipt  and  paymeni. 

Mr.  Spealter,  there  are  other  features  of  the  Ei- 
ecntive  plan  of  an  exchequer  about  which  I  have 
many  TDisgiTingis,  and  for  wbicb,  I  confess,  I  do 
not  see  my  way  clenr  to  vote.     1  refer  particularly 
(o  the  power  to  purchase  bills  of  exchanffe-    There 
U  certainly  great  room  to  apprehend  that  such  a 
power  would  not  be  .exercised  wisely,  even  if  il 
were  exercised   hoQcstly,  by  Ihase  to  whom  it  is 
proposed  lobe  in'.rusted.    In  such  hands  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  liable  to  great  abu-ses,  both  from 
ignorance  and  from  intention.     I  have  the  strongest 
reluctaDce,  too,  to  making  any  part  of  oar  fiscal 
system  dependent  on   the  assent  of  the   Slates— a 
condiliou    without  which   this   exchange   power 
conid  hardly  receive  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
I  confess,  sir,  il  is  rather  late  in  the  day  for  some 
of  us  to  lake  ambraee  at  this  condition.     My  ven- 
Biable  colleague  [Mr.  Adims]  and  the   honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  MiRf^BiLL}  are  per- 
haps the  only  members  on  our  side  of  t^e  House 
who  are  privileged  to  carp  at  it.     All  the  rest  of  ns 
voted  for  a  most   miserable  compromise  ol   this 
State  assent  in  the  first  bank  charter  of  the  extra 
session;  and  we  all  remember  the  opening  thunders 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  thai  occasion. 
We  gave  those  votes  with  an  honest  desire  lo  satisfy 
Ibe  President's  conscience,  bill  they  only  served  to 
wound  our  own;  and,  for  one,  1  am  more  willing 
to  cry  ftctavi  in  relalioo  to  thai  vote,  than  (o  have 
it  recorded  as  a  -pjecedent  for  my  luiure  action. 
Nor  do  I  believ:  that  this  eichange  feature  of  the 
bill,  under  all  thehmiiationsand  restrictions  which 
must  be  imposed  upon  it,  would  be  so  very  great 
■  boon  to  the  country.    Public  opinion,  in  some 
quarters  of  the  country  certainly,  has  undergone 
great  mutatlonsNin  ibe  subject  of  exchanges.    Qov- 
emonenl  regulation  of  eichangols  much  leM called 
for  than  it  used  to  be.    As  the  local  currencies  of 
the  country  become  sound,  the  enormous  rales  of 
eichan|e  are  found  W  disappear.    The  aid  which 
Is  DOW  aeroanded  ofibeQovernment.isaidthrQDgb 
the  medium  of  corrency;  and  to  supply  this  aid  lo 
theeichauges,  is  undoubtedly  as  far  as  anyncsitive 
duty  of  the  Uoremmeni  cau  extend.    The  sub- 
stitution of  gold  fur  silver,  as  the  maim  ingredient 
(if  our  metallic  medium,  (as  is  strongly  stated  by 
my  respected  predecessor,  [Mr.  Appleion,]  in  his 
able  pamphlet  on  the  currency,)  has  exerted  a  most 
salutary  mfluence  in  lessening  ihe   rates  of  ei- 
change.     While  the  transportationof  silver  would 
hardly  have  been  attempted  between  New  York 
and  Boston,  for  instance,  with  an  exchange  below 
oiie  per  cent.,  gold  is  transported  from  one  city  to 
the  other  before  ibe  exchange  can  rise  to  a  quarter 
'ill  not  dwell  longer  on 
or,indeed,  onany  of  the 
heqoer  system.    When 
for  consideration,  there 
r  for  discussing   its  de- 
mfselfat  liberty  lo  vole 
ion  each  and  every  part 
I   have  said  enough  to 
idy  to  pledge  myselfto 
I,  I  am  ready  to  adopt,  il 
some  portions,  if  not  the 
have  been   reported  ia 
se.    In  so  doing,  I  sliall 
persons,  in  whose  judg- 
ofidence,  consider  alio- 
which  many  other  per- 
the  number)  regard  as 
icial;  and  for  tliat  which 
ation  will  never  believe 
the  matchless  sanative, 
ountry,  until  it  has  been 
Above  all,  sir,  I  shall 


this  long- vexed  question  of  the  currency  ,'and  which 
may  satisfy  the  people  thai  there  is  no  purpose  in 
any  quarter  to  keep  the  woiinds  of  the  twdy  pelitic 
open  and  bleeding,  in  order  to  excite  parly  sympathy 
and  stimulate  party  struggle  two  years  hence. 

1  come  now,  Mr,  Speaker,  to  .a  few  remarks  on 
the  report  and  resolution  before  us.  And  before 
making  them,  1  beg  leave  to  bear  my  humble  tes- 
timony to  the  ability,  integrity,  and  patriotism  of 
ihe  honorable  chairmen,  {Mr.  FiLLHqfiB,]  by  whom 
the  report  has  been  prepared.  I  respond  most  cor- 
dially to  the  tones  of  honest  indigtialion  with  which 
he  yesterday  repelled  an  infamous  slander  upon 
himself  and  his  colleagues.  1  trust  that,  in  dit' 
sealing  from  some  of  the  doclriaes  of  ihe  report,  I 
shall  not  seem  wantiugin  regatdand  respect  for  its 

The  report  admits,  on  one  of  Its  earliest  pages, 
thai,  if  it  were  possible  to  have  such  an  institution, 
without  incieasing  Executive  power,  or  endanger- 
ing the  treasury,  which  should  beadministered  by 
men  ol  undoubted  talents  and  inlurliy,  tl  is  capa- 
ble of  rendering  some  service  both  to  the  bnsfness 
wants  of  the  country  and  the  finajicial  emberiass- 
meois  of  the  treasury.  It  immediately  adds,  how- 
ever, "that  to  hope  for  tbis,  is  to  expect  a  chaoga  in 
human  nature  itself,  and  in  the  ordinary  motives 
that  govern  the  conduct  of  men,  aud  especially  po- 
litical men,  little  less  than  miraculous.  Our  insti- 
tutions are  based  upon  no  such  theory  of  human 
perfectibility." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  chairman  must 
pardon  me  for  saying,  that  if  this  exchequer  plan  of 
Ihe  President  is  loo  much  based  on  a  theory  of  hu- 
man perfectibility,  it  really  seems  to  me  that  his  le- 
port  runs  quite  as  far  to  the  other  extreme, and  rests 
lis  objections  to  the  plan  too  much  on  a  theory  of  to- 
tal depravity  and  universal  corruption.  This,  if  I 
mistake  not,  is  the  great  peculiarity  of  the  report. 
Its  arguments  are  able  and  forcible',  but  they  are 
almost  all  of  them  arguments  fram  alma.  Every 
possible  evil  which  such  an  institution  may  pro- 
duce, if  Intrusted  to  dishonest  hands,  is  exhibited  in 
its  most  alarming  asnect.  The  advantages  which 
it  might  render,  if  administered  by  honest  agents, 
are  disposed  of  a  good  deal  more  summarily.  It 
really  occurred  lo  me,  as  1  read  this  report,  that  my 
honorable  friend  might  have  taken  as  his  text,  in 
writing  it,  the  saying  of— I  forget  what  statesman  or 
philosopher  of  ancient  Greece— that  the  only  safety 
m  relation  to  human  government  was  distrust,  dis- 
trust, distrust;  or,  as  a  Roman  poet  conveyed  the 
same  idea,  "imo  salua.  nvJiam  aperare  sahUtM." 
Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  something  of  distrust 
is  useful  in  relation  to  all  human  governments, 
and  more  especially  in  relation  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment. But  it  is  equally  undeniable  that  some 
degree  of  confidence— that  a  great  deal  ol  conG- 
dence — is  not  only  useful,  but  absolutely  indis^ 
pensable  to  the  successful  operation  of  every  gov- 


It   i 


based  on  a  theory  of  human  perfectibility;  but  they 
ore  based  on  a  theory  of  banian  morality,  iniegrity, 
and  virtue.  This  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  free 
Ooveroments.    It  was  laid  down  truly  by  Monies- 

3uieu,  long  ago,  that  the  foundalitfn  principle  of  a 
espotism  was  fear;  of  monarchy,  honor;  but  of  a 
republic,  virlve.  There  must  he  public  virtue  as 
well  as  private  virtue — virtue  in  the  Government, 
as  well  as  virtue  among  the  people.  The  two 
things  are,  in  fact,  inseparable  for  any  long  period 
of  time;  for  a  vittuons  people  will  either  expel  a 
corrupt  administration,  or  a  corrupt  administration 
will  debaucb  a  virtuous  people.  If  virtue,  there- 
fore, shall  indeed  hare  taken  its  final  flight  from 
ourpuhlic  councils,  and  from  those  who prende 
overihem,  as  this  refort  would  almost  seera  lo  in- 
timate—vain, vain  will  be  iheatteinpi  lo  bolster  up 
oar  political  fabric  by  any  more  artificial  maehin- 
eiv.or  to  prevent  its  downfall  by  any  degree  of  dif- 
tnislful  vigilance.  Sir,  if  such  be  really  the  de- 
plorable and  de.'iperate  condition  of  our  tlepublic, 
the  passage  of  ibis  resolution  will  do  nothing  to 
save  it  from  ruin,  nor  will  the  adoption  of  theex- 
chrquer  plan  be  at  all  responsible  for  its  overthrow. 
It  will  fall  by  its  own  weakness  and  iis  own  weight, 
like  any  other  stmctnre  whose 
ilreadycrun''  '  '  '  ' 
Bull  do-n< 


already  crumbled  in 
•PPr 
at  present.    I  freely  admit  that  we  have  ha3  n 


ipprehendsodisastrons  a  catastrophe 


greai  encouragement  to  cherish  any  very  implicit 
trust  in  our  rulers  for  some  years  past.  Within 
the  last  year  even,  we  have  seen  demonstrations 
and  heud  declaiatlona  btu  leo  well  calciil&isd  lo 


a  like  those  we  have  se 


check  the  flow,  if  niit  entirely  loconnalikn;. 
rent,  of  ibai  tide  of  returning  confinicc  ■bd 
came  out  to  greet  the  aecesfioii  of  aaea  Adain. 
tration.  But  I  am  not  willing  lobeliete  ibaik 
age  of  virtuous  poiiiics  ii  goneforani.  I  m 
thai  we  may  again  see  at  the  head  of  this  KuaHi 
stood  there  in  its  early  ^v 
ilbere  inmniniii 
vho  wilt  feel,  iD  ran 
ing  upon  public  office,  that  they  have  betnaliaii; 
no  pitiful  job,  but  to  a  sacred  funetioD— imttic 
may  be  addreswd  in  the  words,  ibaogli  ceiulih 
not  in  thespirit,  in  which  Macbeth  was idditaid 
by— the  demi-demun,  I  had  almcelsaii— with tbiit 
his  destiny  was  associated: 

"vnv  LinuwDLiiLi'Kiiightr.iiiMwinid'iitiDihiBn 

AriDMKldKiDiambitlvn^  tmiirliliODi 
Tlia  lllrjB  Bliauld  luand  It." 

And,  sir,  if  such  a  day  afaonid  again  arriKiW 
would  the  petty  and  putry  conteutioDs  vhictM- 
bitter  end  embroil  us  here,  and  in  thepmoHn 
of  which  Iheirne  interests  ofthe  nation  arewi&i 
forgollen  and  neglected,  be  bushed  iaioiiiaai 
How  would  toe  public  prosperity  revive,  ibcRit. 
lie  peace  be  restored,  the  couBdeDceofttiepeoflt^ 
Ihe  Government  be  reassured,  and  the  mblicliii 
resumGagain,in  the  eyes  ofall  tbe«Dru,tWiobi 
of  stainless  and  inviolate  sanctity  with  which  iiwn 
first  clothed  bythe  fathers  of  ibe  Republic. 

But,  at  all  events,  Mr,  Speaker,  whether  ilib 
hope  be  realized  or  not,  Ido  not  thiskilqaiieiin 
yet  to  base  our  systems,  or  out  otgectimi  m^ 
terns,  on  a  theory  of  universal  corruptjaa  nd  in. 
ruptibility;  or  even  upon  the  doclriae  ctfnylia. 
orahle  friend  who  has  just  taken  his  sut,  [Ht 
BiRHiBo  ]  that  public  office  is  the  tci;  m 
school  of  morals  on  this  side  the  pmiUatin. 
This  report  would  leally  seem  lo  triM  adalia 
relation  lo  finance  and  currency, — noitbePTtsaa^ 
not  the  Secretary,  not  the  snboidlnua  eientiiE 
agents,  not  the  Senate,  not  the  Hobm  of  ltq<» 
sentatives,  not  each  individually,  nMsUeoaJDiuh, 
The  President  will  abuse  Ihe  veto povei;  Ibe  Pni 
dent  and  Senate  will  abuse  the  appointHistadn. 
moving  power;  the  Secretary  and  tsNIiiiuit 
agents  will  abuse  their  auihontv  to  kwpihc|ic(- 
lie  mpneys;  and  the  Congress  oi  the  United  StK^ 
even  should  it  restrict  the  issues  of  exeheqaoDiu 
within  a  proper  limit  at  the  outset,  will  roaiwni- 
inous  eicesies  in  Ihe  end.  "As  yon  caoDi  died 
or  control  Congress  on  this  subject,  (ays  tit  re- 
port,) il  would  fellow  that  we  oog^t  not  to  tiiM)i 
to  exercise  this  power." 

Why,  sir,  it  1^  as  much  as  ever  that  ern  ■ 
United  Slates  Bank  can  find  a  loophole  of  c«^ 
from  the  universal  disciedit  in  which  ihe  rrpir 
deals.  There  is  too  much  foundalion  fof  tit  re- 
mark of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  that  xm 
ol  the  objections  of  the  majority  to  this  eicheqiw 
scheme  apply  eotially  to  a  national  baok-  Assid 
an  icNtitulion,  nowever,  was  naqneaiooitilr ii- 
tended  to  be  excepted  from  any  tertns  of  dliiKi, 
I  wish  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  co  BOtoe  i^  the 
expressions  and  some  of  the  implicaiifau  of  tk 
report  on  that  subject. 

The  report  seems  to  lay  a  little  too  much  Urst 
on  what  it  denominates  the  watchful  dntlnii  of  Ut 
interested  stockholders  of  such  a  bank  Thtpii- 
Tate  capital  of  a  national  bank  is  nntloitUatl;  i 
great  security  for  Ihe  safely  of  the  Qoveraraoiifc 
posites;  but  the  vigilance  ol  stockholders  has  piond 
thus  far  to  be  a  most  miserable  ground  of  reliua. 
Where  has  been  the  watchful  caution  ofiniereaal 
stockholders  in  thecouDllc'a  defalcations ind  fm* 
which  have  recently  invulved  us  in  ;d  ancb  Jt 
tress  at  home,  and  so  much  di^race  abrtitdl  Tki 
Argus  of  selt'intereA  may  have  a  hundred  tfn, 
but  il  has  never  used  one  of  th<>in.  It  has  htt 
drnesed  and  poBseled  into  perfect  blindnrra  Tk 
stocTiholders  of  our  banks — and  it  onglii  K  W 
spoken  lo  their  shame — have  looked  to  DoihiuM 
the  dividend!!,  as  long  as  there  were  any  diviw 
to  look  to;  whileIhedireclors,cleiis,»ndo-''i* 
have  exercised  unlimited  cwitrol  over  their  «■ 

Sir,  Ihave  already  said  thatanatiimilhtnlin) 
my  first  choice  for  the  fiscal  agent  of  Uiis  Gon* 
ment;  and,  so  far  as  thisreport  goninassniiil' 
in  implying  that  such  an  insiitntion  is  ibH 
cboice  of  the  committee,  I  most  heartily  ^nt™ 
it.  But  if  il  is  intended  to  be  implied itatftwi" 
no  second  choice— that  this  GovenmeU  W,* 


RumthedocUJne.    1  have  notannj  IhrfiK 
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ireasaries,  in  the  sense  in  which  (his  phrase  has 
laiely  been  used;  but  that  this  Government  ought 
ttot  in  any  case  to  provide  a  sjrstem  of  its  own,  for 
keeping  its  own  moneys,  for  managing  its  own 
finances,  and  for  maintaining  and  regulating  a 
national  jcurrency  for  itself  and  the  people,  I  cer- 
:ainJy  am  not  prepared  to  say.  Why,  sir,  let  me 
•uppose  a  case.  Suppose  that  the  first  bank  char- 
ier which  was  passed  by  the  two  Houses  at  the  ex- 
ra  session,  instead  of  having  failed  through  the 
reio  of  the  President,  had  failed  (as  most  people 
n  mv  part  of  the  country  seem  to  thmk  it 
»ould  have  failed)  for  want  of  subscribers  to  its 
4ock:  would  a  majority  of  this  House,  in  that 
;vent,  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  leav^e  thing^  as  they 
vere,  and  to  abandon  all  further  efforti  Is  it  not 
iven  possible  that,  if  ~we  had  come  together  at  the 
rommencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  un- 
ler  snch  circumstances,  and  with  no  cause  of  com- 
)laint  against  the  President,  and  no  feelings  of  bit- 
emess  towards  anybody  connected  with  the  Ad- 
ninistration,  we  snoald  have  looked  upon  some 
iuch  plan  as  this  very  exchequer  with  less  of  alarm 
ind  horror  than  we  now  regard  iti  Whether  so  ^r 
lot.  sir,  snch  an  exigency  might  have  occurred, 
ind  may  occur  again.  Are  we,  then,  ready  to  say 
hat  Government  cannot  discharge  its  duty  to  itself, 
md  its  duty  to  the  people,  unless  the  capitalists  of 
he  country  will  take  stock  in  a  bankl  We,  that  re- 
use to  make  any  part  of  our  fiscal  system  depend- 
!ni  on  the  assent  of  the  States — are  we  ready  to  make 
hat  system  entirely  dependent  on  the  assent  of  in- 
tividoal  citizens^  If  not,  why  should  we  not  do 
i^hat  we  should  be  willing  to  do  in  the  case  I  have 
:Qpposed1  The  same  exigency  now  exists,  though 
insidg  from  a  different  cause.  The  impracticabil-  • 
ty  of  obtaining  a  bank  at  this  moment  is  as  clearly 
letermined  by  the  refusal  of  the  President  to  anb- 
M;ribe  his  name  to  its  charter,  as  it  would  be  by  the 
efosal  of  capitalists  to  subscribe  their  names  to  its 
tock  list  ^d  though  there  may  be  mach  more 
ight  to  complain  in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  the 
imergency  is  the  same  in  both,  and  our  responsi- 
>ilitie9in  both  are  alike  and  identical. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reference  to  another  suggestion 
>f  the  report,  before  I  proceed  to  the  resolution  with 
rhich  it  concludes.  A  provision  i^  contained  in 
he  President's  plan  of  the  exchequer  and  is  improv- 
d  upon,  I  believe,  in  the  bills  both  of  the  Senate  and 
iouse,  to  limit  the  removing  power  of  the  Execu- 
ive  in  relation  to  the  commissioners  and  other 
»fl&cers  of  the  board.  Such  a  provision  undoubted- 
y  does  away  many  of  the  danp^ers  of  the  system. 
)ut  the  report  pron9unces  all  this  unconstitutional, 
t  declares  that  Congress  possesses  no  such  power, 
ind  that  any  fancied  security  built  upon  such  an 
typothesis  must  prove  fallacious.  Now,  this  was 
iot  the  doctrine  of  the  Whig  Senate  of  the  United 
Uates  in  days  when  a  Whig  Senate  was  all  we  had 
0  rely  upon.  On  the  contrary,  the  Whig  Senators 
)f  those  days,  with  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Webster  in 
lerfect  harmony  at  their  head,  went  strongly  for 
he  right  and  (or  the  duty  of  such  limitations.  Some 
if  them,  indeed,  went  very  much  further  than  this 
•ill  proposes  to  go,  and  declared  themselves  inTavor 
•f  reversing  the  decisions  of  1789;  but  none  of  them, 

believe,  made  any  question  that  limitations  of 
ome  kind  might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  made. 

The  report  under  consideration  concludes  with  a 
csolntion  "that  the  plan  of  an  exeheqaer,  presented 
D  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
ast  session,  entitled  'A  bill  amendatory  of  the  seV- 
ral  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,' 
'Ught  not  to  be  adopted.''  This  resolution  is  imme- 
tiately  preceded  by  the  remark,  that  the  committee 
leem  the  plan  to  be  "essentially  defective,  and  inca- 
«ble  of  any  modification— at  least  without  an  amend- 
nent  of  the  Constitution — thatcould  justify  itsadop- 
ion."  I  am  told,  however,  that  the  resolution  may  be 
tdopted  without  any  reference  to  the  report,  and 
hat  it  is  not  intended  to  reach  beyond  the  precise 
»ill  whieh  was  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
rreasniy;  and  some  of  my  coUea^^ues  and  friends, 
rom  whom  I  do  not  differ  materially  in  opinion, 
vili  vote  for  it,  I  am  aware,  with  this  understand- 
ng.  But  the  common  mind  will  not  so  construe 
he  resolution.  Nor  does  it  seem  reasonable  that 
ve  should  be  held  to  the  precise  provisions,  phrase- 
ology, and  pimctuation  oia  particular  bill,  to  which 
here  has  been  no  opportunity  for  amendment,  and 
«  compelled  to  declare  affirmatively  or  negatively 
ipon  a  resolution  for  its  rejectioUi  Why  should 
och  a  resolution  be  pressed  to  a  vote?  Why  not 
ly  it  on  the  table,  as  you  do  all  other  adverse  [re* 
oftsi    W^V  waste  the  time  and  temper  of  the 


House  in  discussing  mere  abstract  opinions,  instead 
of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  acting 
on  t^e  bill  to  which  those  opinions  relate  1  1 
have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  resolmion  was  in- 
troduced into  the  House  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
with  no  unbecoming  motives.  1  concur  in  no  impu- 
tations on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
But  there  is  no  Hule  sensitiveness  in  many  quar- 
ters as  to  the  movements  of  the  present  Congress 
upon  this,  and,  indeed,  uppn  every  other  subject. 
Everythiil^  out  of  the  common  course  (as  this 
certainly  is)  will  be  imputed  to  sinister  designs. 
Pass  this  resolution  by  an  overwhelming  vote— as  I 
doubt  not  you  will,  if  you' insist  on  taking  the  vote 
in  this  form — and  it  will  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
mere  hostility  to  the  President,  and  of  mere  re- 
taliation for  his  bank  vetoes.  It  will  'be  regarded 
as  intended  to  stamp  something  of  peculiar  re- 
proach and  unaccustomed  reprobation  on  this  meas- 
ure and  its  author.  It  will  look  as  if  you  desired 
the  triumph  of  holding  up  this  bill  to  the  scorn  and 
derision  of  the  country,  and  saying,  ''Here  is  Mr. 
Tyler  and  Mr.  Webster's  famous  fiscal  project, 
with  hardly  one  man  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence." 
Now,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  shrink  from  any 
just  or  necessary  act  of  legislation  for  fear  of 
misconstruction,  or  to  save  appearances.  But,  on 
a  mere  amateur  proceeding  or  this  sort,  I  would 
give  no  vote  which  can  be  so  misconstrued.  "A 
thousand  false  eyes  are  stuck  upon  us."  Let  us  not 
again  gratify  their  malicious  gaze.  Let  us  disap- 
point^Jor  once,  their  eager  search  for  subjects  of 
mystification  and  perversion.  For  myself,  sir,  as 
I  have  already  intimated,  if  a  vote  is  insisted  upon, 
1  shall  vote  against  the  resolution,  both  because  I 
am  opposed  to  the  policy  and  propriety  of  such 
a  proceeding,  and  because  I  am  unwilling  to 
foreclose  all  direct  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  cut  myself  off  from  voting  for 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  exchequer  plan,  now 
or  hereafler*  I  shall  give  such  a  vote  with  the  less 
reluctance,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  differ- 
ing from  great  numbers  of  my  political  friends,  I 
shall  differ  from  perhaps  an  equal  number  of  my 
political  opponents.  Tnere  were  no  party  lines  on 
this  resolution  in  committee,  and  it  is  plain  that 
there  will  be  none  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  feel  justified  in  resigning 
the  floor,  as  my  hour  has  not  quite  yet  expired, 
without  alluding  to  a  course  of  remark  whicn  has 
been  persisted  in  for  some  weeks  past,  in  relation  to 
the  supposed  author  of  this  exchequer  plan,  lam 
not  here,  sir,  as  the  champion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Heaven  help  him,  if  he  has  not  a  more 
tried  and  trustworthy  arm  than  mine  to  look  to,  if 
he  shall  ever  require  any  other  than  his  own !  JEle 
will,  doubtless,  say  amen  to  this  aspiration;  for  I 
have  no  idea  he  will  thank  m^  for  many  of  the 
remarks  which  I  have  already  made,  or  for  many 
of  those  which  I  am  about  to  make.  He  is,  in- 
deed, one  of  my  most  distinguished  constituents. 
I  might  appeal,  however,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mabshall,]  who  counts  among  his 
constituents  the  great  and  gallant  statesman  of  the 
West,  to  bear  witness  with  me  that  such  a  relation 
does  not  necessarily  involve  anything  of  peculiar 
cordiality  or  confidence;  though,  certainly,  it  can- 
not imply  anything  of  the  reverse.  But,  at  any 
rate,  holding,  as  I  do,  that  great  injustice  has  been 
done  to  Mr.  Webster,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
by  gentlemen  who  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to 
introduce  his  name  into  tne  debate,  no  fear,  either 
of  personal  imputation  or  of  political  misconstruc- 
tion, shall  make  me  shrink  from  sayingso.  I  should 
be  unworthy  of  sitting  here  as  the  Representative 
of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  should  hardly  aare  to  look 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  meet  there  in  the  face, 
were  I  to  listen  longer,  without  a  word  of  protest,  to 
the  wholesale  reproaches  which  have  been  cast 
upon  one  who  has  so  long  been  associated  with 
their  fortunes  and  their  fame. 

Sir,  I  was  not  at  Faneuil  Hall  wh'eni^.  Web- 
ster made  the  speech  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
such  frequent  allusion.  I  have  read  that  speech, 
however,  more  than  once;  and,  as  I  do  not  intend  to 
be  charged  with  any  non-committal  or  concealment, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  contains  many 
opinions  which  I  deeply  regret  were  ever  expressed, 
and  from  whidi  I  entirely  dissent.  The  idea  which 
seems  to  be  implied  in  one  part  of  the  speech,  that 
the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  in  declaring  a  ^'fuU 
and  final  separation"  from  President  Tyler,  de- 
signed to  commit  themselves  to  an  indiscriminate 
opposition  to  all  the  measures  of  his  Administra- 
tion,  good,  bad)  and  indifferent,  was  ceifaialy  un- 


warranted by  anything  \^hich  they  had  ever  done 
at  home,  or  which  their  Representatives  had  ever 
done  here.  l*jie  opinion  which  seems  to  be  conveyed 
in  another  part  of  the  Speech,  that  the  Whie  party 
in  Cdngress  deserved  no  particular  credit  lor  thie 
passage  of  a  protecting  tariff;  that,  because  twenty 
or  thirty  Whi^  in  one  branch  or  the  other,  voted 
against  the  tariff,  and  ten  or  a  dozen  of  their  op- 
ponents for  it,  while  the  great  body  of  the  Whigs 
bad,  from  first  to  last,  devoted  their  most  stren- 
uous efforts  to  its  adoption,  and  the  great  body  of 
the  Van  Buren  party  had  labored  incessantly  to  de- 
feat and  reject  it;  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  party 
element  in  the  proceeding,  and  no  party  cremt  for 
the  result,  was  to  my  mind  equally  indefensible.  It 
was  confounding  the  rule  and  the  exception,  and 
placing  both  upon  equal  terms.  The  denial  of  the 
authority  of  the  convention,  also,  to  act  upon  mat^ 
ters  which  every  Massachusetts  Whig  convention, 
for  ten  years  before,  had  been  accustomed  to  act 
npoii  without  qualification  or  question,  was  any- 
thing but  reasonable.  Biit,  sir,  there  are  other 
Eassages  of  this  speecK,  upon  which  constructions 
avebeen  put  wnich  are  utterly  ungenerous  and 
unjust.  The  idea  which  has  more  than  once- 
been  advanced  in  this  House,  that  Mr.  Web- 
stei's  interrogatories  on  that  occasion — "where  do 
they  mean  to  place  mel"  "where  am  I  to 
fall  1"— instead  of^  being  applied,  as  it  was,  simply 
and  solely  to  his  relations  to  the  Whigs  ot  Massa- 
chusetts, with  whom  he  had  stood  so  long  on  terms 
of  confidence  and  respect,  snch  as  few  oth^r  men 
ever  before  enjoyed,  was  an  expression  of  a  corrupt, 
base,  unprincipled  lust  for  omce,  or  of  an  abject, 
craven,  cringing  fear  of  being  turned  out  of  omce, 
is  as  unfounded  as  it  is  gross.  It  is  wholly  unsufi- 
tained  by  the  spirit  or  by  the  letter  of  the  speech. 
The  very  next  sentence  to  that  in  which  %ese 
questions  are  contained,  destroys  all  apolo^  for 
such  a  coubtruction — "If  I  choose  to  remain  m  the 
Fresident'.s  cotmcils,  do  these  gentlemen  mean  to 
say  that  I  cea<e  to  be  a  Massachusetts  Whig)" 
This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  both  the  interrog- 
atories which  have  been  rung  through  these  halls 
with  so  much  scorn,  and  which  have  formed  the 
foundation  of  |his  infamous  charge  of  servility  and 
corruption.  The  question  as  to  the  collectors,  at- 
torneys, postmasters,  and  marshals,  is  fairly  sua- 
ceptible  of  no  other  interpretation.  And  so.  also, 
with  that  in  relation  to  uiy  excellent  and  distin- 
guished friend,  the  present  minister  to  England. 
The  inquiry,  as  to  all  of  them,  was  whether,  by 
this  full  and  final  separation  from  Mr.  Tyler,  tte 
Whigs  of  Massachuseus  meant  to  say  that  they  in- 
tended to  discard  and  denounce  so  many  of  tneir 
eminent  brother  Whigs  who  then  were  holding  of- 
fice,  unless  they  either  resigned  or  weretumedout. 
And  this  is  the  "detestable  docripe"  which  has  so 
disgraced  Daniel  Webster,  and  so  desecrated  Fan- 
euil Hall!  The  questions  may  all  have  been  un- 
called for;  bu^,  if  they  imply  a  love  for  an3rthing, 
it  is  a  love  of  party,  and  not  of  place;  if  a  fear  oi 
anything,  it  is  a  fear  of  being  abandoned  by  friends, 
rather  than  of  being  turned  out  of  ofilce.  ^ 

Sir,  it  would  have  been  better,  far  belter  for  all 
concerned,  if  this  little  family  jar  in  Massachusetts 
had  not  been  meddled  with  by  strangers,  and  if  the 
parties  to  it  had  been  left  to  scold  it  out  among  them- 
selves. But  I  utterly  protest  against  such  an  exag- 
geration of  its  details  and  history,  and  such  a  mis- 
representation of  the  lang^ge  which  was  used  on 
the  occasion.  As  to  Mr.  Webster's  love  of  office, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  this  love  is  stronger  in  him 
than  in  many  other  ffentlemen  who  are  justly  es- 
teemed and  honored  in  the  land.  He  retained 
office,  indeed,  when  other  gentlemen — his  col- 
leagues in  the  Cabinet— retired.  But  there  was  as 
little  reason  in  charging  him  with  having  held  on 
to  his  commission  from  the  mere  love  ofoffice,  as 
there  wbnld  be  in  charging  them  with  having  re- 
signed from  Uie  mere  bate  of  office.  These  gen- 
tlemen—for whom  I  have  always  entertained  and 
expressed  the  highest  possible  regard  and  respect — 
felt  it  was  due  (o  their  own  honor  to  withdraw  from 
the  Cabinet.  They  did  so;  and  tjiough  there  were 
some  of  their  friends  who  would  have  preferred 
that  they  should  have  remained,  and  put  the  Presi- 
dent to,  his  removing  power,  if  he  desired  to  get  rid 
of  them,  yet  all— all  acquiesced  in  their  decision,  and 
in  their  own  right  to  make  that  decision  for  them- 
selves. Mr.  Webster,  on  the  contrary,  felt  it  con- 
sistent with  his  honor  to  stay,  and  carry  on  that  mat 
work  of  negotiation  with  Great  Britain  upon  which 
he  bad  just  entered.  My  venerable  colleague  [Mr. 
Adams]  has  recently  told  his  ccmstitnents  and  the 
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couDtry  that  he  adWsed  him  lo  stay— at  least  till 
that  negotiation  was  concluded.  "Thinking  I  was 
in  a  post  where  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  coan- 
iry,  (says-  Mr.  Webster  himself)  in  this  Faneuil 
Uall  speech,)  and  conld  do  it  good,  I  staid  there. 
1  leave  it  to  you  to-day  to  say— I  leave  it  to  x^ 
coontry  to  ^,  whether  the  country  would  have 
been  better  off  if  I  had  left  abo.  1  have  no  attach- 
ment to  office.  I  have  tasted  of  its  sweets,  but  I 
have  tasted  of  its  bitterness.  I  am  content  with 
what  I  have  achieved;  1  am  more  ready  to  rest  sat- 
isfied with  what  is  gained,  than  to  run  the  risk  of 
doubtful  efforts  for  new  acquisitions."  Who  doubts, 
sir,  that  Mr.  Webster  has  tasted  of  the  bitterness  of 
office  as  well  as  of  its  sweets'?  Who  doubts  that  be 
has  had-huj  perplexities  and  provocations  during 
the  political  hurly-burly  of  the  last  two  years,  as 
well  as  we  oursl  And  who  denies  that,  amid  them 
all,  he  has  discharged  the  peculiar  and  most  respon- 
sible duties  of  hi?4post  with  unsurpassed  ability  and 
successi  He  has  rendered  great  services  to  his 
country— services  which  will  prevent  the  present 
Administration,  unfortunate  and  odious  as  it  may 
have  been  in  many  respects,  from  being  quite  so 
mere  a  parenthesis  on  the  page  of  history  as  was  at 
one  lime  suggested.  The  treaty  of  Washington 
can  never  be  passed  over,  in  the  future  perusal  of 
our  annals.  *'wlthout  destroying  the  sense."  It  may 
not  catch  inc  eye  of  the  cursory  reader,  indeed,  so 
quickly  as  if  it  were  written  in  letters  of  blood;  nor 
may  it  occupy  so  large  a  space  as  the  dread  alter- 
native it  has  averted;  but  it  will  be  inscribed  in 
characters  which  will  rivet,  as  with  a  charm,  the 
attention  and  admiration  of  every  thoughtful  patriot 
imd  evei-y  true  philanthropist,  and  which  will  con- 
tinually acquire  fresh  lustre  with  the  advancing 
progress  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  The  light 
which  flashes  from  the  sword  of  the  successful  war- 
rior may  dazzle  for  a  day,  or  even  for  an  age,  but 
a  far  more  enduring  radiance  will  encircle  the 
names  of  those  who  have  reconciled  the  proud  and 
angry  spirits  of  two  mighty  nations,  and  nave  hon- 
orably biecured  for  them  both  the  unspeakable  bless- 
ing of  PEACE. 

Mr.  Webster  has  been  charged  with  great  and 
glaring  inconsistencies  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy and  the  Constitution;  and  this  exchequer  project 
is  declared  to  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doc- 
lrine»  of  his  whole  previous  political  life.  Now, 
sir,  I  am  not  going  to  argue  this  point  1  have  no 
idea  that  I  could  argue  it  to  anybody's  satisfaction 
if  I  should  try.  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  this 
plan  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  contain  provisions 
which  Mr.  Webster  has  opposed  and  condemned 
in  other  connexions  and  under  other  circumstances. 
But  this  I  will  say:  that  the  great  and  leading  idea 
of  almost  all  his  speeches  against  the  sub-treasury 
svstem  was,  that  it  was  an  entire  abandonment  of 
the  power  and  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  the  exchanges.  Wher- 
ever he  addressed  the  people— in  Wall  street  or  in 
State  street,  at  Saratoga  or  at  Bunker  Hill— this  was 
the  burden  of  his  argument.  And,  so  far  as  this 
Argument  Is  concerned,  he  is  entirely  consistent  in 
advocating  the  exchequer  plan.  But  if  it  were  not 
so,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  that  I  have  yet  to  see 
evidence  that,  when  arraigned,  in  reference  to  this 
pjojectjon  the  mere  score  of  consistency,  Mr.  Web- 
ster might  not  avail  himself  of  the  answer  of  an 
Athenian  orator  on  a  similar  occasion,  and  say:  **I 
may  have  acted  contrary  to  myself,  hut  I  have  not 
acted  iConirary  to  the  Republic."  The  merits  of 
this  measure,  if  it  has  any,  are  certainly  indepen- 
dent of  any  man's  consistency.  It  has  been  devised 
under  circumstances  unlike  any  which  ever  existed 
before  in  the  history  of  this  country,  and  unlike,  I 
heartily  hope,  any  which  will  ever  exist  again.  It 
has  been  brought  forward,  as  I  believe,  in  good 
faiih,  and  with  an  honest  purpose  for  the  public 
welfare.  If  any  part  of  it,  or  the  whole  of  it,  is  re- 
garded as  unwise,  inexpedient,  or  unsafe  by  this 
House  or  by  the  country;  if  it  be  really  "the" terri- 
ble machine"  which  the  report  declares  it  to  be, 
which  would  "overwhelm  the  treasury  with  bank- 
ruptcy, corrupt  the  Government,  and  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  the  mo^t  dangerous  political  favoritism  and 
universal  corruption;"  and  if  it  be  really  "incapa- 
^^'-^  of  any  modification  which  woald    justify  its 
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adoption,"  let  it  be  rejected.  These  opinions  of 
the  Committee,  however,  as  I  have  before  suggest- 
ed, appear  to  rac  exceedingly  extravagant.  1  have 
seen  nooccasion  for  such  a  hue-and-cry  against  the 

flan,  nor  for  suchTcproaches  upon  its  author;  and 
have  accordingly  Jell  bound  to  say  so,  in  mterdisr 
regard  of  any  Imputations  to  whicosuch  a  comae 
inay  lubject  me.  ^ 


SPEECH  OP  Mr.  BENTON, 

OF  MIB80URI, 

/»  Senate,  •  Thursday,  February  2,  J843— ftn  the 

Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  said:  On  one  point  there  is  una- 
nimity on  this  floor; and  that  is,  as  to  the  title  to  the 
country  in  question.  All  agree  that  the  title  is  in 
the  United  States.  On  another  point  there  is  di- 
vision; and  that  is,  on  the  point  of  giving  offence  to 
England,  by  granting  the  land  to  our  settlers  which 
the  bill  proposes  On  this  point  We  divide.  Some 
think  it  will  offend  her— some  think  it  \^illnot. 
For  my  part,  I  think  she  will  lake  oflTence,  do  what 


]  treaty  removed  them  forty  years  ago.    Qea 
mu>t  be  prepared  to  go  this  length,  if  they 


we  may  in  relation  to  this  territory.  She  wants  it  i^l  protect  this  company,  and  thai  on  both  sides 
herself,  and  means  to  quarrel  for  it,  if  she  docs  not  jwihe  river.  .This  is  insult  and  defiance  to  «, 
fi^htfor  it.    I  think  she  will  take  offence  at  our  i/ This    company  has   built  forts,  erected    milb. 


bill,  and  even  at  our  discussion  of  it.  The  nation 
that  could  revive  the  qj^estion  of  impressment  in 
■  181^  which  could  direct  a  peace  mission  to  revive 
that  question— the  nation  that  can  insist  upon  the 
h^ht  of  search,  and  which  was  ready  to  go  to  war 
with  us  for  what  gentlemen  call  a  few  acres  of 
barren  grounfi  in  a  frozen  region, — the  nation  that 
could  do  these  thifl^,  and  which  has  set  up  a  claim 
to  our  territory  on  the  western  coast  of  our  own 
continent,  must  be  ripe  and  ready  to  take  offence 
at  anything  that  we  may  do.  t  grant  that  she  will 
take  offence;  but  that  is  not  the  question  with  me. 
Has  she  a  right  to  take  offencel  That  is  mv  [ 
//question!  and  this  being  decided  in  the  negative.  I  ^ , 
neither  fear  nor  calculate  consequences.  I  take 
for  my  mle  of  action  the  maxim  oi  President  Jack- 
son in  his  controversy  with  France— ask  nothing 
but  what  is  right,  submit  to  nothing  wrong,  and 
leave  the  consequences  to  God  and  the  coun- 
try. That  maxim  brought  us  safely  and  honorably 
out  of  our  little  difficulty  with  France,  notwithstana- 
ing  the  fears  which  sd  m&ny  then  entertained^  and 
it  will  do  the  same  with  Great  Britain,  in  spite  of 
our  present  apprehensions.  Courage  will  keep  her 
off;  fear  will  bring  her  upon  us.  The  assertion  of 
our  rights  will  command  her  respect ;  the  fear  to 
assert  them  will  bring  us  her  contempt.  The  Ques- 
tion, then,  with  me,  is  the  question  of  right,  and  not 
of  fear!  Is  it  right  for  us  to  make  these  grants  on 
the  Columbial  Has  Great  Britain  just  cause  to 
be  offended  at  ill  These  are  mv  questions;  and 
these  being  answered  to  mv  satisiaction,  1  go  for- 
/ward  with  the  grants,  and  leave  the  consequences 
to  follow  at  their  pleasure. 

I  maintain  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  these 
grants  to  the  settlers,  can  give  ho  jdst  ground  of 
offence  to  Great  Bnt&in;  and  this  opinion  is  the 
regular  deduction  from  the  imaniraous  opinion  of 
this  chamber,  that  the  tide  to  the  territory  is  in  the 
United  States.  Surely  the  owner  may  do  what 
he  pleases  with  his  own.  But  gentlemen  say  that 
the  exercise  of  these  rights  is  nmited  by  the  con- 
vention of  1816.  Not  so  in  my  opinion,  nor  dpon 
the  words  of  the  convention.  Thow  ijirords  apply 
only  to  the  usufruct  of  the  territory— to  rights  of 
fishing,  hunting,  trading,  and  navigation.  They 
do  not  affect  pre-existing  rights.  They  do  not 
touch  the  question  of  sovereignty.  They  are,  as 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  on  my  ri^ht 
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[Mr.  Woodbury]  has  well  shown^  words  which 
are  found  in  many  treaties,  and  which  haVe  no  re- 
lation to  the  soverei^  rights  of  the  parties.  They 
are,  besides,  found  m  our  British  treaty  of  the  last 
summer,  and  apply  to  the  portages  belonging  to  the 
United  States  between  the  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  the  use  of  which  is  made 
^ree  and  open  to  each  party.  To  say  nothing  of 
other  portages,  the  Grand  Portage  itself  is  sufficient 
to  raise  the  question,  and  to  try  it.  That  portage 
is  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United 
Slates— even  the  limits  fixed  in  the  mutilat  ng 
treaty  of  1842.  It  is  a  portage  of  nine  miles  in 
lengtn,  and  six  miles  within  our  limits;  and,  by 
the  words  of  the  late  treaty,  this  portage  is  to  be 
fiee  and  open  to  the  use  of  both  parties.  Does  this 
affect  our  sovereigntyl  Will  it  prevent  us  from 
granting  the  land!  Will  it  prevent  ns  from  occu- 
pying and  settling  the  Grand  Portage— that  great 
seat  of  trade  and  empire  among  the  Indians — and 
placing  a  custom-house,  a  fort,  and  American  set- 
tlers there)  According  to  the  argument  of  gentle- 
men, this  will  be  the  consequence.  If  their  argu- 
ment is  good  for  the  Columbia,  it  is  good  for  the 
Grrand  Portage;  and  we  are  to  be  d^mrred  forever 
from  the  nse  of  that  grand  podtloo.  I  say  forever: 
for  this  part  of  the  treaty  or  1843  is  perpetual:  ana 
it  brings  back  the  British  Fur  Company  to  this  an- 
cientseat  of  trade  andpower,  from  whicb  Mr.  Jtfa 


•dben 
to  their  construction  of  the  convention  of  1818L 
They  must  deny  us  the  exercise  of  lerritorid 
rights  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and  at  thirty-six  other 
portages  on  the  west  of  Lake  Superior,  where  the 
joint  occupation  of  the  British  will  be,  as  it  is  oa 
the  Columbia,  an  exclusive  possession  on.  thdr 
parti  and  where  this  treaty  of  1842  grants  them 
exemption  from  the  paytnent  of  duties.  The  Briu 
ish  po.«<session  of  the  Columbia  is  now  sovereto  and 
exclu'^ive.  Their  convenient  agent,  the  Hodjsoa 
Bay  Company,  does  eveiything  for  them^  and  the 
British  Government  has  declared  to  ours  thatthef 


opened  far  ins,  stocked  them  with  animals,  and 
planted  a  colony.  Their  torts  include  a  triangle 
of  seven  hundred  miles  on  every  side;  one  of  them 
approaching  the  south  pass  in  the  Rocky  Mooi- 
tains->our  gale  through  the  mountain,  and  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  it.  Tne  Britisk, 
through  this  company,  (which  is  to  them  in  Noftk 
America,  what  the  East  India  Company  is  to  them 
in  Asia,)  have  taken  sovereign  posscssioD  of  terri- 
tory unanindously  declared  on  this  floor  to  bdoo^ 
to  us:  and  we  are  to  be  restrained  froln  makiag 
grants  oi  land  to  our  settlers,  lest  we  give  ofiSence  to 
/her.    She  is  not  to  fear  ofifending  os,  by  takiD£ 


''^possession  of  our  territory:  but  we  arc  to  fear  oi- 
fending  her,  by  using  a  little  of  our  own!  This  a 
the  effect  of  the  argument,  if  not  its  words!  And 
a  parallel  is  run  between  her  condition  and  ours,  to 
show  that  she  is  ready  for  war,  and  we  are  nob  and, 
therefore,  we  must  do  nothing.  Sirj  it  is  no  faah 
of  mine  if  we  are  not  ready  for  war.  t  proposed 
to  devote  the  surplus  revenue  to  that  object,  instead 
of  giving  it  to  the  States,  to  whom  it  has  been  a 
curse.  If  it  had  been  so  devoted,  we  should  not 
now  be  without  revenue  to  support  the  Govemmeot 
— without  defence  to  resist  aggression^ — wiihoat 
the  means  of  protecting  our  rights^  or  conunandio; 
foreign  respect.  But,  I  do  not  yield  to  the  argu- 
ment. I  will  not  fear  Great  Britain,  because  she 
is  ready,  and  we  are  not  ready,  for  war.  If  we 
have  not  all  the  means,  we  have  the  main  nsetos 
of  war— those  which  command  all  other  means— 
a  courageous  and  patriotic  population,  ready  to 
stake  life  and  fonune  in  defence  of  the  tkocior,  the 
rigbui,  and  the  interests  of  their  cotintry« 

The  fear  of  Great  Britain  is  pressed  upon  as: 
at  the  Fame  time  her  paci/ic  disposition  is  ^iforced 
and  insisted  upon.    And   here,  it  seems  to  m^ 
that  gentlemen  fall  into  a  grievous  incoDststencf. 
Vwhile  they  dwell  on  the  peaceable  dispositioo  of 
^  Great  Britain,  they  show  her  ready  to  go  to  war 
with  us  for  nothing,  or  even  for  our  own !    The 
Northeastern  boundary  is  called  a  dispute  for  t 
few  acres  of  barren  land  in  a  frozen  regioB,  wonk 
nothing;  yet  we  arc  called  upon  to  thank  QodAk 
mighty  and  Daniel  Webster  for  saving  os  firon 
a  war  about  these  few  frozen  and  barren  acreiL 
Would  Great  Britain  have  gone  to  war  with  os 
for  these  few  acres?  and  is  that  a  sign  of  her  pa* 
cific  temper?    The  Columbia  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  ours;  yet  gentlemen  fear  war  witk 
Great  Britain  if  we  touch  it — ^worthless  as  it  is 
in  their  eyes.    Is  this  a  sign  of  peacel    Is  it  a 
pacific  disposition  to  ^o  to  war  with  as,  for  wbai 
IS  our  own;  and  which  is,  besides,  according  to 
their  opinion,  not  worth  a  straw?  If  (his  peace/alt 
If  it  is,  I  should  like  to  know  what  is  hostile.  Thi 
late  special  minister  is  said  to  have  come  here, 
bearing  the  olive  branch  of  peace  in  his  haai 
Granting  that  the  olive  branch  was  in  one  haid, 
^  what  was  in  the  other?    Wa^  not  the  war  qnestiot 
of  impressment  in  ihe  other?  also,  the  war  qnef- 
lion   of  search,  on  the  coast  of  Africa?  also,  tbe 
war  question  of  the  Columbia,  which  he  refused 
to  include  in  the  peace  treaty?    Were  not  these 
three  war  questions  in  the  other  hand?— to  sar 
nothing  of  the  Caroline,  for'  which   he  refosed 
atonement;  and  the  Creole,  which  he  says  woald 
have  occasioned   the '  rejection  of  the   treaty,  if 
named  in  it.    All  these  war  questions  were  in  tbe 
other  hand;  and  the  special  mission,  having  •^ 
complished  its  peace  object  in  getting  posses-ska 
of  the  military  frontiers  of  Maine,  has  a^onraed 
all  the  war  questions  to  London,  where  we  wKf 
follow  them  if  we  rlease.     But  there  is  om  « 
these  subjects  fo^  wnich  we  need  not  go  lo  Lia- 
don— the  Creole,  and  its  kindred  cases.  Tbecoa- 
..  ference  of  Lord  Ashburton  with  the  Abatii« 

II  Conumttec.of  £iew  York  shows  that  that  qoMa 
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leed  not  go  to  London— that  England  me^ns  to 
laintain  all  her  gronnds'^on  ihe  sabject  of  slaves, 
nd  that  any  treaty  inconsistent  with  these  grounds 
^oold  be  rejected.    This  is  what  he  says: 

"Lord  Airiiburton  Mid  thatf  wtien  the  deltgHtioa  came  to  read 
to  comapoodeoce  with  Mr  Webster,  tbey  would  twejhat  be 
ad  taken  all  poaaible  care  to  preveot  any  injury  being  done  to 
Mpeo()le  of  colon^  that,  if  he  had  been  willing  id  introduce  an 
rticte  ioclodlng  caaea  sknilar  to  that  of  the  Cri-ole,  his  Gov> 


mmi*nt  would  never  have  ratified  it,  as  they  will  adhere  to 
ie  great  principles  they  have  so  long  avowed  and  maintained; 
nd  that  the  friends  of  the  stave  in  England  would  be  very 
'aiehful  to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under  the 
ath  article-'* 

This  is  what  his  Lordship  said  in  New  York, 
nd  which  shows  that  it  was  not  want  ol  instruc- 
ions  to  act  on  the  Creole  case,  as  alleged  in  Mr. 
Webster's  correspondence,  bat  want  of  incliuation 
a  ihe  British  Government  to  settle  the  case.  The 
reaty  would  have  been  rejected,  if  the  Cieole  casC 
lad  been  named  in  it;  and  if  we  had  had  a  pfoto- 
ol  showing^  that  fact,  I. presume  the  important 
LOte  of  Lord  Ashburton  would  have  stood  for  as 
ittle  in  the  eyes  of  other  Senators  as  it  did  in 
oine,  and  that  the  treaty  would  have  found'but 
ew  supporters.  The  Creole  case  would  not  be 
dmitted  into  the  treaty;  and  what  was  put  in  it,  is 
0  give  the  friends  of  the  slaves  in  England  a  right 

0  watch  us,  and  to  correct  our  wrong  practices 
mder  the  treaty!  This  is  what  the  protocol  afer 
he  treaty  informs  us;  and  if  we  had  had  a  proto- 

01  before  it,  it  is  probable  that  there  would  have 
leen  no  occasion  for  this  conference  with  the  New 
fork  Abolitionists.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  peace 
oission,  with  its  olive  branch  in  one  hand,  brought 
I  budget  of  war  questions  in  the  other,  and  has 
sarriea  them  all  back  to  London,  to  become  the 
iubject  of  future  negotiations^  All  these  subjects 
tre  pregnant  with  danger.  One  of  them  will  force 
teelf  upon  us  in  five  years—the  search  question — 
i^hich  we  have  purchased  off  for  a  time;  and  when 
be  purchase  is  out,  we  must  purchase  again,  or 
iobmit  to  be  searched,  or  resist  with  arms.  I  re- 
>eat  it:  the  pacific  England  has  a  budget  of  war 
laestiotts  now  in  reserve  for  us,  and  that  we  can- 
lot  escape  them  by  fearing  wi^r.  Neither  nations 
lor  individuals  ever  escaped  danger  by  fearing  it. 
They  must  face  it,  and  defy  it.  An  abandonment 
>f  aright,  for  fear  of  bringing  on  ap  attack,  instead 
)f  keeping  it  ofi^  will  mvitably  bring  on  the  out- 
rage that  is  dreaded. 

Other  objections  are  urged  to  this  bill,  to  which 
cannot  agree.  The  distance  is  objected  to  it.  It 
ssaid  to  be  18,000  miles  b^  water,  (around  Cape 
Blom,)  and  above  3,000  miiles  by  land  and  water, 
hrough  the  continent.  Granted.  The  very  dis- 
ance,  by  Cape  Horn,  was  urged  by  me,  twenty 
rears  ago,  as  a  reason  for  occupying  and  fortifying 
he  mouth  of  the  Colimbia.  My  argument  was, 
hat  we  had  naeroha/it  ships  and  ships  of  war  in 
he  North  Pacific  ocean;  that  these  vessels  were 
M),000  miles  from  an  Atlantic  port;  that  a  porc^n 
he  western  coast  of  America  was  indispen^nle 
0  their  safety;  and  that  it  would  be  suicidal  in  us  to 
ibandon  the  port  we  have  there  to  any  power,  and 
especially  to  ibe  most  formidable  and  domineering 
laral  power  which  the  world  ever  saw.  And  I  in- 
tanced  the  case  of  Commodore  Porter,  his  prizes 
est,  and  his  own  ship  eventually  captured  in  a  neu'^ 
ral  port,  because  we  had  no  port  of  our  own  to  re- 
:eive  and  shelter  him;  The  20,000  miles  distatice, 
uid  dangerous  and  tempestous  cape  to  be  doubled, 
vere  with  me  arguments  in  favor  of  a  port  on  the 
western  coast  of  America,  and,  as  such,  urged  on 
his  floor  near  twenty  years  agoi  The  distance 
hrough  the  continent  is  also  objt  cted  to.  It  is  said  to 
izceed  3,000  miles.  Granted.  But  it  is  further 
•han  tha|  to  Africa,  where  we  propose  to  build  up 
« colony  of  n^roes  out  of  our  recaptured  Africans. 
3ur  eighty-gun  fleet  is  to  carry  her  intercepted 
Jiaves  to  Liberia:  so  says  the  correspondence  of  the 
naval  captains  (Bell  and  Paine)  with  Mr.  Web- 
Uer.  Hunting  in  coupI«?s  with  the  British,  at  an 
expense  of  money  (to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of 
lives  and  ships)  of  #600,000  per  annum,  to  recap- 
ture kidnapped  negroes,  we  are  to  carry  them  to 
Liberia,  and  build  up  a  black  colony  there,  4,000 
mile?  from  us,  while  the  Columbia  is  too  far  off 
Tor  a  white  eolonyl  The  English  are  to  carry 
iheir  redeemed  captives  to  Jamaica,  and  make 
apprentices  of  them  for  life.  We  are  to  carry  ours 
lo  Liberia:  and  then  wemustjpo  to  Liberia  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  them.  Liberia  is  4,000  miles  dis- 
tant, and  not  objected  to  on  account  of  the  dis- 
lance:  the  Columbia  is  not  so  far,  and  distance 
P^comea  a  forintdable  objection. 


The  expense  is  brought  forward  as  another  ob- 
jection, and  repeated,  notwithstanding  the  decisive 
answer  it  has  received  from  my  colleague.  He 
has  shoi^  that  it  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  expense  of 

/the  African  squadron;  that  this  squadron  is  the 
one-twelflh  part  of  our  whole  naval  establishment, 
which  is  to  cost  us  seven  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum,  and  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  squadron 
mast  be  near  $600,000,  and  its  expense  for  five 
years  three  millions.  For  the  forts  in  the  f^regon 
bill— forts  which  are  only  to  be  stockades,  and 
block-houses,  for  security  against  the  Indians — for 
these  forts,  only  8100,000  is  appropriated;  being 
the  sixth  part  of  the  annual  expense,  and  the  thir- 
tieth pan  of  the  whol6  expense,  of  the  African  fleet. 
Thus  the  objection  of  expense  becomes  fmile  and 
ridiculous.  But  why  this  everlasting. objection  of 
expense  to  everything  Western'?  Our  dragoons 
'ismounted,  because,  they  say,  horses  are  too  ex- 
ensive.  The  Wesiejrn  rivers  unimproved,  on  ac- 
unt  of  the  expense.  No  Western  armory,  because 
the  expense.  Yet  hundreds  of  thousands,  and 
illions,  for  the  African  squadron ! 
Another  great  objection  to  the  bill  is  the  land 
clause— the  grants  of  land  to  the  settler,  his  wife, 
and  his  children.  Gentlemen  say  they  will  vote 
fyr  the  bill  if  that  clause  is  stricken  out;  and  1  say, 

^will  vote  against  it  if  that  clause  is  stricken  out.  It 

F^is,  in  fact,  the  whole  strength  and  essence  of  the 
bill.  Without  these  grants,  the  bill  will  be  wonh 
nothing.  Nobody  will  go  three  thousand  miles  to 
settle  a  neNv  country,  unless  he  gets  land  by  it. 
The  whole  power  of  the  bill  is  in  this  clause;  and  if 
it  is  stricken  out,  the  friends  of  the  bill  will  give  it 
up.  They  will  give  it  up  now,  and  wait  for  the 
next  Congress,  when  the  fVill  representation  of  the 
people,  under  the  new  censu.%  will  be  in  power, 
and  when  a  more  auspicious  result  might  oe  ex- 
pectedt 

Time  is  invoked,  as  the  agent  that  is  to  help  us. 
Gentlemen  object  to  the  present  time,  refer  us  to 
the  future,  and  beg  us  to  wait,  and  rely  upon  timb 
and  NBooTUTiONs  to  accomplish  all  our  wishes. 
Alas !  time  and  negotiation  nave  been  fatal  a^nts 

/^to  us,  in  all  our  discussions  with  Great  Britain. 
Time  has  been  constantly  working  for  her,  and 
against  us.  She  now  has  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  Columbia;  and  all  she  wanL^  is  time^  to  ripen 
her  possession  into  title.  For  above  twenty  years 
—from  the  time  of  Dr.  Floyd's  bill,  in  1830,  down 
to  the  present  moment — the  present  time,  for  vin- 
dicating our  rights  on  the  Columbia,  has  been  con- 
stantly objected  to;  and  we  were  bidden  to  wait. 
Well,  we  nave  waited :  and  what  have  we  got  by 
if?  In.sult  and  defiance !— a  declaration  fYom  th!e 
British  ministers  tha%  large  British  interests  hajire 
grown  up  on  the  Columbia  during  this  time,  which 
they  will  protect!— and  a  flat  refusal  from  the 
olive-branch  minister  to  include  this  question 
among  those  which  his  peaceful  mission  was  to 
settle !  No^  sir;  time  and  negStiation  have  been  bad 
agents  for  us,  in  our  controversies  with  Great  Brit- 
am.  They  have  just  lost  us  the  military  frontiers 
of  Maine,  which  we  had  held  for  sixty  years:  and 
the  trading  frontier  of  the  Northwest,  which  we 
had  held  for  the  same  time.  Sixty  years^  posses- 
sion, and  eight  treaties,  secured  these  ancient  and 
valuable  boundaries:  one  negotiation,  and  a  few^ays 
time,  have  taken  them  from  us!  And  so  it  may 
be  again.  The  Webster  treaty  of  1842  has  obliter- 
ated the  great  boundaries  of  1783— placed  the  Brit- 
ish, their  fur  company  and  their  Indians,  within 
our  ancient  Jimits:  and  I,  for  one,  want  uomore 
treaties  from  the  hand  which  is  always  seen  on  the 
side  of  the  British.  I  go  now  for  vindicating  our 
rights  on  the  Columb  a;  and,  as  the  first  step  to- 
wards it,  passing  this  bill,  and  making  these  grants 
of  land,  which  will  soon  place  the  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  rifles  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  which 
will  be  our  effective  negotiators. 
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SPEECH  OP  MR.  BUTLER, 

OF  KENTUCKY. 

In  the  House  of  Re^eserUalives^  January  11,  l^— 
On  the  proposition  to  restore  the  fine  to  General 
Jackson. 

Ma.  Spbakbh:  Although  there  is,  perhaps,  not  a 
gentleman  around  me  less  in  love  with  the  music 
of  his  own  voice  within  these  walls,  than  I  with 
mine,  yet  there  are  occasions — and  this  is  one  of 
them— on  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
follow  the  natural  bent  of  my  own  inclination.  It 
is  known  to  you,  sir,  and  to  many  others  in  this 
hall,  that  I  belonged  to  the  Soi^them  army^  cotn- 


manded  by  General  Jackson,  in  the  years  1814  and 
1815.  It  will,  therefore,  be  presumed,  and  cor- 
rectly presumed,  that  I  am.sotnewhat  familiar  witli 
the  leading  facts  and  circumstances  which  led  to 
the  dieclaration  and  enforcement  of  martial  la^, 
and  for  which  the  fine  proposed  to  be  remitted  by 
the  bill  now  unqer  consideration  was  infiioted.  It 
is  also  known,  to  you,  sir — at  least  it  is  well  known 
to  my  constituents — that  I  have  eyer  been  ihe  warm 
personal  and  political  friend  of  that  distingui^hed 
gentleman.  Nay,  sir,  that  I  was  once,  but  not  then, 
a  member  ol  his  military  family.  ^  Under  all  these 
circumstances,^  were  I  to  remain  silent,  and  lisien 
to  such  a  debate  as  that  to  which  this  subject  has 
given  rise,  there  could  be  but  one  of  two  opinions 
formed  as  to  the  cause  of  that  silence.  It  would 
either  be  .said  that  J  deemed  the  conduct  of  General 
Jackson  utterly  indefensible,  or  that  1  shrunk  from 
that  defence.  Neither  of  them  shall  be  said  in  ad- 
vance, whatever  else  may  be  said  when  I  shall 
have  taken  my  seat. 

What,  sir,  is  the  proposition  before  usl  Simply 
to  restore  to  General  Jackson  the  amoum  of  a  fine. 
Inflicted,  as  he  contendsr^  for  the  performance  of  an 
act  of  imperative  duly,  and  one  essential  to  the 
service  of  the  country.  And  yet,  ^ir,  I  see  with 
equal  pain  and  strrprise  that  this  simple  proposi- 
tion, which  ought  to  depend  upon  Iruih  and  justice 
hlone,  is  fast  assuming,  if  it  has  not  already  as- 
mimed,  a  decided  party  character.  I  am  a/^kcd, 
on  my  right  and  on  my  left,  why  the  Democratic 
party  did  not  pass  such  a  law  when  in.  pow- 
er? Do  gentlemen  who  make  this  inquiry 
wish  to  leave  the  inference  that  the  Democratic 

Sarty  have  shrunk  from  doing  sol  This  no  one 
oes  or  can  believe.  Why  should  this  be 
peculiarly  a  Democratic  measured  Had  the 
^yhigs  no  part  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans? 
Were  none  of  them,  or  none  of  their  friends,  there? 
If  they  I  cherish  no  proud  recollections  of  that 
glorious  defence,  and  are  willing  to  yield  up  all 
to  the  Democratic  party,  then,  indeed,  there  might 
be  some  pretence  for  making  this  a  party  question. 
But,  sir,  I  know  it  is  far  otherwise;  I  know  that 
every  patriot  in  the  land  feels  his  heart  bound 
prouder  within  him,  as  his  eye  falls  on  that  Im- 
mortal page  in  his  country's  history;  and  he  feels 
that  such  achievements  are  a  nation's,  not  a  party's 
wealth.  Still  I  hear  the  question  repeated  on 
all  sides,  **why  is  this  measure  forced  upon  a 
Whig  Congress?"  It  may  be,  sir,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  affording  that  p^rty  the  opportunity  to 
prove  to  the  world  that  justice  and  milgnanimity  are 
still  to  be  found  in  its  ranks;  or  it  may  be  for  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  reason.  L  understand,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  done  in  obedience  to  the  vdice  of 
public  sentiment — acting,  no  doubt,  on  the  known 
wishes  of  General  Jackson  to  be  released  from  a  fine 
which  he  believes  unjust,  and  therefore,  and  there- 
fore only,  oppressive.  If  my  wish  were  to  make  po- 
litical capital,  and  I  could  consent  to  resort  to  such  a 
measure  for  such  a  purpose,  nothing  could  please 
me  more  than  to  witness  the  party  bias  attempted 
to  be  given  to  it  Sir,  will  your  party,  with  all  its 
knowledge  and  talents,  never  have  the  wisdom  to 
appreciate  the  American  people?  Lay  this  question 
before  them  in  yournext  canvass,  and  you  will  at 
least  learn  that  ingratitude  and  injustice  to  those 
who  have  freely  periled  their  lives  in  defence  of 
iheir  country  form  no  pan  of  their  character. 

Before  I  proceed  farther  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question  unoer  consideration,  permit  me  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  part  oi  the  speech  of  the 
venerable  gentlemen,  [Mr.  Adams,]— not  on  its 
merits.  I  will  first  read  from  the  Globe's  report 
of  that  speech  the  following  paragraph: 

"Rumors  wen  aflimt— he  could  not,  of  f  onrae,  Toach  for  their 
trurti— that  ihc  great  preeidential  question  between  the  va- 
rious divisions  of  the  DamocraOc  party  was  to  be  ulnmately 
decided  by  .General  Jackson  himself  \\.  ffemed  to  be  given  out 
that  he  was  to  be  ihe  president  of  the  nattonal  Democratic  con* 
Tendon;  and  who  knew  what  Uterpsult  woold  be?  Ftoch  were 
the  rnmom  which  were  afloat.  From  what  ihe  House  bad 
seen,  it  was  elf  ar  that  all  the  divisions  of  the  pariv  were  humble 
saitors  for  the  good-will  or  neutralily  of  General  Jackson.  Ho 
did  not  exprei»Iy  assign  iheparatraph  in  the  measags  of  the 
President  to  that  purpose.  The  Pr^sidrnt  alone  knew  what 
were  bis  motive*;  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  A.)  wotfld  noi  wy 
that  this  was  a  bid  in  the  great  auction.  If  it  wan,  however,  a 
bid,  he  would  say  that  if  was  not  a  very  good  one.  He  thought 
the  "war-worn  veteran"  would  say  that  such  a  bid  won't  do. 
At  any  rale,  he  wished  to  have  the  trial  made,  bv  puiiins  the 
bill  In  precisely  the  same  terms  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  order  to  see  whether  the  "war  worn  veteran"  would 
take  it" 

Now.  Sir,  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide  what  influ- 
ence dene  ral  Jackson  may  have  in  future  Presi- 
dent-makhig.    It  is,  however,  well  known— and  tq 
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none  better  tban  the. venerable  gentleman  [Mr.  Ad* 
AMs]  himself— that  the  old  hero,  in  his  day,  was 
esteemed  a  most  capital  President-bteaker.  And 
even  if  it  urere  true  that,  in  one  character,  he  has 
drawn  support  to  this  bill,  no  one  can  doubt  that,  in 
the  other,  he  has  excite  a  j^nst  it  ainost  deadly  and 
unrelentiug  opposition.  That  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Adamb]  cannot  consistently  oppose  it  on  the  usual 
grounds — the  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power — 
'  is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  he  has  himself  most 
triumphantly  vindicated  the  same  Gkneral  from  a 
similar  exercise  of  power,  on  the  ground  of  neres- 
sjty,  and  in  a  much  more  questionable  case.  We 
are,  therefore,  to  seek  elsewhere  for  that  gentle- 
man's opposition;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  find.  Had 
General  Jackson  retired  to  private  life  at  the  close 
of  his  military  career — had  he  but  worn  meekly 
thos»  honors  which  h>e  won  proudly,  he  might  have 
gone  down  the  vale  of  years  followed  by  the  prayers 
and  blessings  of 'all;  his  laurels  growing  fresner  aod 
greener  at  every  step  of  His  pilgrimage,  until  stand- 
tag,  as  he  now  does,  on  the  orink  of  the  grave,  they 
Would  have  caught  a  bright  reflection  or  the  world 
beyond  it.  This  bill  would  then  have  passed  on  its 
merits,  and  passed  bv  acclamation.  But,  sir,  he 
dared  dootherwise.  Ue  dared  throw  his  tall,  straight 
shadow  across  the  crooked  path  of  mad  ambition. 
He  dared  resist  that  combination,  trick,  and  ju^^glery 
by  which  a  Federal  dynasty  was  foisted  upon  a 
free  country.  He  dared  appeal— and  appeal  success- 
fully— from  the  people's  servants  to  the  people  them- 
&»elves.  And,  aoove  all,  sir,  he  dared  strike  to 
dust  a  corrupt  moneyed  monopoly,  alike  essential  in 
every  ajse  and  country  to  the  existence  of  such  a 
dynasty.  This,  sir,  is  the  front  of  his  offending— 
this  hs^  arrayed  partv  vengeance  against  this  bill. 
The  same  venerable  gentleman  has  also  spoken 
of  the  sale  of  the  office  of  President  at  public  auc- 
tion; and  se^ms  emulous  to  succeed  my  rriend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  who,  a  few  days  since, 
gave  us  a  most  amusing  <i{^l^y  o^  bis  talents  as 
congressional  auctioneer.  Tnis  new  auctioneer, 
too,  lias  thought  fit  to  change  his  rooms  from  the 
White  House  to  the  Hermitage.  Now,  sir,  as  we 
have  learned  from  the  venerable  gentleman  [Mr. 
Adams}  the  "rumor"  that  one  ex-President  is  to  dis- 
pose of  the  Democratic  interest  in  the  next  election 
of  Chi6f  Magistrate,  it  in  but  fair  to  presume —from 
"rumor,"  of  course — that  the  other  ex-President 
may  have  some  liitle  influence  in  disposing  of  the 
Whie  interest  in  the  same  office;  and,  if  so,  in  re- 
quital for  his  impbnAt  information,  on  the  verita- 
ble authority  of  "rumor,"  I  would  advise  him,  b 


all  means,  when  that  interest  is  disposed  of,  to  ad- 
here to  the  good  old  "rumored"  precedent  of  1824 
—or  perhaps,  sir,  sealed  proposals  will  suit  quite 
as  well. 

Whether  I  ought  to  take  any,  or  what  notice  I 
ought  to  take  <^  the  grovelUng  anecdote  of  the 
traitor  Arnold,  applied  by  the  venerable  ex-Presi- 
dent [Mr.  Adams}  to  an  old  successful  competitor 
for  the  first  office  m  the  world,  long  ailer  that  com- 
petitbr  had  quitted  the  political  arena  forever, — is  a 
matter  of  much  doubt  I  will  simply  say  of  this 
attack,  that  it  is  of  but  too  close  aflmitv  with  that 
made  oy  the  notorious  Knight  of  Gkidsnill  on  the 
soldier  corse  of  the  gallant  Percy — and  will  be 
felt  about  as  much. 

I  will  now,  sir,  (if  I  can  be  pardoned  by  the 
House  for  this,  to  me,  most  unpleasant  digression,) 
turn  to  what  I  conceive  the  true  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion—the propriety  of  the  declaration  and  enforce- 
ment of  martial  law,  by  GJeneral  Jackson,  at  New 
Orleans.  When  I  speak  of  martial  law,  I  will 
not  be  understood  as  meaning  the  law  establishing 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States.  That  law  is  at  all  limes  in 
Yorce,  and  acquires  no  new  power  from  a  .simple 
declaration  of  that  fact.  1  mean  that  martial  law 
of  paramount  control,  as  it  is  understood  in  all 
countries,  and  which  may  not  unaptly  be  de- 
fined "the  common  law  of  camps,"  springing  out  of, 
and  commensurate  with,  the  exigencies  of  armies 
in  the  field— exigencies  which  cannot  be  foreseen, 
and  therefore  pannot  be  guarded  against  in  advance, 
by  fixed  legislation.  That  den.  Jackson  had  the  con- 
stitutional power  formally  to  declare  or  enforce  sucii 
a  law— to  supersede  the  civil  for  such  military  rule 
—I  shall  not  contend  for  him;  nor  has  he  ever  so 
contended  for  himself.  If  his  justification  is  to  be 
found  at  all — and  that  it  is,  I  have  no  doubt— it 
must  be  sought  fur  amidst  the  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties by  which  be  found  himself  surrounded.  I 
know,' sir,  there  are  some  who  would  fain  persuade 
the  world  that  no  alt^ative,  however  direful,  can 


justify,  or  even  excuse,  a  resort  to  such  a  course. 
I  have  now  a  pamphlet  before  me,  signed  "A  Ken- 
tuckian,"  written  with  some  ability,  in  which  the 
author  labors  to  enforce  this  doctrine.  A  single 
and  a  very  short  paragraph  ftooa  this  work  will 
serve  to  sfaiow  his  pK)sltion : 

-  'Tho  great  natiooal  interest  with  tt»-~the  great  point  oT  di«d- 
pllne— i9,  and  ever  must  be,  Implied  and  devotaa  obedience  to 
the  law." 

Based  on  this  dogma,  he  labors  to  prove  that, 
while  €leneral  Jackson  was  whipping  tne  British, 
, he  was  in  fact  levying  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try— because  he  took  the  necessary  measures  to  sup- 
press mutiny  and  treason  in  his  own  camp! — and 
winds  up  by  saying,  "  It  is  plain,  unmixed  trea- 
son," 


» 


Who  this  learned  gentleman  is,  I  do  not  care  to 
know.  From  his  unsparing  bitterness,  he  might 
well  be  taken  for  some  political  renegade,  vainly 
attempting  to  win  the  confidence  of  his  new 
trienus,  by  assailing  the  leader  of  his  old  ones. 
Certain  1  am  he  is  no  soldier,  and  knows  nothing 
of  the  hardships  or  casualties  of  war.  If  he  did, 
he  would  also  know  that  an  army  rarely  marches 
by  day,  or  halts  by  night,  without  necessarily 
breaking  some  law,  or  tramypling  on  some  right. 
It  is  more  than  probable  this  gentleman  is  some 
judge,  or  ex-judge,  who,  wrapping  himself  in  his 
robes  of  office,  and  hugging  to  bis  heart  this  darl- 
ing Utopia,  "implicit  obedience,"  fondly  imagines 
he  can  convince  the  American  people  that  it  were 
infinitely  better  New  Orleans  had  been  sacked  and 
burnt,  tnan  saved  by  martial  law.  This  is  but  the 
doctrine  attempted  to  be  inculcated  in  the  pamphlet 
referred  to,,  when  carried  into  practice;  and.  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  it  now,  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  have  been  received  with  acclamation  by  the 
entire  British  army  t\i  the  time.  In  this  shape, 
then,  let  it  go  before  the  world.  I,  at  lea^t,  will 
waste  no  argument  to  prove  its  folly  or  its  falsity. 

To  such  as  admit  that  a  crisis  may  arise,  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  war,  in  which  it  may  not  only  be- 
come proper,  but  even  an  act  of  imperative  duty  in 
the  commanding  general,  to  set  aside  or  disregard 
for  a  time  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  the 
country  he  serves,  I  have  a  few  considerations  to 
address.  To  such,  and  such  only,  (and  I  know 
they  constitute  a  large  majority  even  of  the  Whig 
party,)  I  shall  attempt  to  prove  that  such  a  crisis 
did,  in  fact,  exist  at  the  time  martial  law  was  de* 
dared,  and  as  long  as  it  was  enforced  by  General 
Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 

Id  order  to  do  this  with  any  hope  of  success,  it 
will  be  essential  to  understand  the  theatre  on  which 
he  was  compelled  to  act,  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers that  surrounded  him,  a§d  the  means  placed  in 
his  hands  to  meet  them;  and  this  will  require  me  to 
enter  more  into  detail  than  I  fear  I  ^11  be  able  to 
do  in  the  time  allotted  me. 

General  Jackson  had  just  closed  his  Indian  wars, 
and  with  a  brilliancy  and  success  rarely  equalled, 
and  never  surpassed,  in  anjr  age  or  country.  Such, 
at  least,  was  his  reputation,  that  the  President 
thought  fit  to  confer  on  him  the  rank  of  major 

feneral  in  the  United  States  army,  and  intrust  to 
is  command  one  of  the  most  Important,  because 
one  of  the  most  defenceless  and  unprotected,  mili- 
tary districts  in  the  Union.  1  do  not  remember  its 
exact  geographical  limits.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  extended,  on  the  gulf,  from  the  Perdido  to  the 
Sabine;  and  that  its  inland  border  was  skirted,  al- 
most from  one  end  to  the  other,  by  numerous  and 
warlike  Indian  tribes;  several  of  them  but  recently 
at  open  war,  and  known  still  to  be  hostile :  a  mere 
fragment  of  one  of  which  has,  for  the  last  six 
years,  kept  a  force  larger  than  that  under  his 
command  in  constant  employment;  and  is  now 
barely  conqu6red,  if  conquered  at  all.  On  the  7th 
of  November  Pensacola  was  taken,  which,  for  a 
time,  put  an  end  to  those  wars,  by  cutting  off  the 
communication  between  the  Indians  and  British. 
For  akhough  this  town  was  at  once  restored  to  its 
owners,  the  Spaniards  were  taught  the  necessity 
of5)reserVing  a  strict  neutrality  between  nations 
who,  though  at  peace  with  them,  Avere  at  war 
with  each  other;  and  were  also  taught— what 
they  had  previously  denied— that  they  only 
wanted  the  will,  and  not  the  power,  to  enforce 
that  neutrality.  This,  too,  was  another  necessary 
stretch  of  power,  which  called  down  on  General 
Jackson  the  vengeance  of  the  "implicit obedience" 
party;  still  the  nation  at  large  justified  him. 
rensacola  lalren,  be  at  once  repaired  to  Mo- 
bile, and  spent  some  days  in  putting  that  f*rontier 
in  the  best  state  of  defence  his  Limited  means  would 


permit,  and  then  proceeded  by  land  to  New  Or- 
leans. It  may  seem  a  matter  of  surprise  that  he 
should  haye  taken  this  long  and  diffioak  roise  at 
such  a  season  of  the  year,  requiring  some  six  oc 
eight  days  to  perform  it,  when  he  might  have 
reached  the  same  point  in  two  dajrs  by  water.  I 
can  only  account  for  it,  from  the  known  impoitaaGe 
he  attached  to  the  defence  of  the  Mobile  ftoBtien 
his  belief  that  this  was  one  of  the  telosl  mineral 
points  from  which  New  Orleans  could  be  assayed; 
that  the  British,  by  drawing  to  their  soppon  the 
numerous  and  powerful  trib^  of  hostile  mdiaasia 
that  region,  might  pass  by  land  to  the  Mississif^ 
above  N6w  Orleans,  and^  posting  themselves  on 
either  bank,  cut  off  all  communication  with  the 
upper  country.  Hence  he  felt  the  importaice  of 
possessing  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  topography 
^nd  resources  of  the  country  through  which  iIk 
enemy  would  necessarily  pass,  should  that  pha 
be  adopted. 

Be  tnis  as  it  may,  on  the  first  day  of  December  he 
reached  that  city,  destined  tobe  saved  by  his  skill  aad 
valor,  and  to  give  immortality  to  his  name.  Travel- 
worn^  and  wasted  with  disease  as  he  was — for,  in 
the  late  campaign,  be  had  often  been  barefy  s^ 
to  sit  his  horse — ^he  gave  not  an  hour  to  rest,  hot 
entered  at  once  upon  the  active  duties  of  the  ndd. 
On  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he  reviewed  the  city 
troops;  and,  on  the  next,  set  out  upon  a  miiitaiy 
reconnoissance  of  his  position,  not  merely  of  the 
city  and  its  environs.  He  descended  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  examined,  in  person,  the  wild  and  mi- 
nute passes  of  Barrataria  on  the  one  side,  and 
Lake  Borgne  on  the  other;  planned  and  directed 
many  improvements  and  alterations  in  the  works 
at  Fort  St.  Philip,  the  key  of  the  Mississinx; 
and  then  returned  to  New  Orleans  about  the  lOlh 
of  the  month,  to  calculate  and  improve  his  means 
of  defence,  and  weigh  the  difficulties  tiiat  sur- 
rounded him.  His  means  were  few,  indeed,  and 
easily  ascertained.  His  difficulties  were  innimier- 
able,  and  only  to  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  whc 
saw  and  felt  them.  I  possess  no  exact  data  on 
which  to  estimate  the  precise  force  available  aC 
this  time  for  the  defence  of  the  city;  nor  at  the 
iiioment  when  martial  law  was  declared.  I  have, 
however,  the  official  report,  which  will  be  found 
both  in  Latour  and  Eaton,  giving  the  exact  num* 
her  of  each  corps  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the 
23d,  as  follows: 

Part  of  Coffee's  brigade       -  -  -        648 

Seventh   and  forty-fourth   regiments    United 

Stages  infantry  -  -  -  .763 

Company  of  marines  and  artillery       -  -89 

Plauche^s  battalion        -  .  -  .290 

Daquin's  freemen  of  color        -  -  .908 

Mississippi  dragoons  under  Col.  Hinds,  Bot  in 

the  action       -  .      *     .  .  .  igg 

From  which,  if  we  deduct  the  commands  of  Coffee 
and  Hinds,  (who  had  not  then  arrived,)  it  will 
leave  the  available  force,  at  the  time  martial  lav 
w*as  declared,  only  1,333;  even  if  we  can  suppose 
there  was  no  increase  from  the  14th  to  the  23d. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  matter  of  surprise  to  all,  that 
in  a  battle  fought  in  sight  of  New  Orleans,  and  ooe 
on  which,  all  admit,  its  fate  was  staked,  that  only 
488  residents  of  Louisiana  were  engaged;  and  ite 
208  of  them  were  free  men  of  color.    Were  there 
no  other  persons  in  that  city  or  its  vicinity  able  to 
bear  aimsl  and,  if  so,  wherfe  ^ere  they  at  this  fa- 
portant  hour?  are  questions  that  will  naturally  sug- 
gest themselves  to  evefy  on6,  on  learning  this  fact 
Sir,  for  all  the  purposes  of  military  defence,  I  haTt 
no  hesitation  m  believing,  with  the  inibrmaticii 
then  before  him,  that  Gkneral  Jackson  would  mock 
sooner  have  defended  a  city  void  of  inhabitanUt,  aad 
surrounded  by  a  desert.    And  here  I  wish  to  be 
most  distinctly  understood  as  not  intending  to  cast 
the  slightest  imputation  on  the  patriotism  of  the  dl- 
izens  of  Louisiana  in  general.     What  I  mean,  then, 
in  conn>xion  with  what  I  have  just  said,  is,  that  the 
predominance  of  slave  over  white  population  w«$ 
such,  and  such  its  character,  as  to  more  than  Beii- 
tralize  any  aid  that  could  be  fairly  expected  from 
that  white  population,  had  every  man  able  to  bear 
arms  been  both  a  patriot  and  a  soldier.  Whatlbetv 
say  of  slavery  in  Louisianar,  I  by  no  means  apply  \b 
slavery  in  general.  On  the  contrary,  I  would  raocli 
sooner  trust  the  slaves  of  toy  own,  and  of  scwrai 
other  States,  to  defend  this  nation  in  her  darkest  hoar 
of  need,  than  one  half  of  ^hat  whining  brood  <rf 
sickly  sympathizers,  who  are  uniting  iheBwehrcs 
with  foreign  societies,  whose  real  purpose  is  the 
destruction  of  this  Union,  under  the  specfbiB pre- 
J  tence  of  bettering  thecondiUon  of  a  class  HAo^  k 


It«»-lJ|W 


AMraUflHl  to  ins  CdNGRBSSIONAL  GiABm. 


1# 


■*— 


ItTTB  Govo.— ..Sd  Srss 


/"ijic  on  General  Jackson^Mr.  Butler. 


H.  of  Bepa. 


ill  the  fsseiuials  of  ease,comforL  and  haj  pioess^are 
infiniteJiy  better  off  than  most  oi  themselves.  The 
slaves  of  this  State  vet^^  at  the  period  of  the  late 
urar— whatever  they  may  be  now— of  quite  a  differ- 
ent class.  Lonisiana  was  then  (if  I  may  use  the 
erm  without  offence)  a  sort  of  servile  Liberia,  into 
which  all  the  vilest  slaves  of  all  the  States  were 
>ent,  and  often  for  the  purpose  of  screening  them 
rfom  condign  i>anishment.  It  may,  ih«D,  be  readi* 
y  conceived  with  what  reluctance  men  would  quit 
^eir  homes,  leaving  their  families  at  the  mercy  of 
iuch  beings,  subject  to  be  operated  upon  by  such  a 
!oe~a  foe  then  in  leasue  with  every  desperate 
)and  of  roving  and  lawless  savages  that  could  be 
ieduced  into  their  bloody  service,  reckless  of  the 
svell-known  fact  that,  hi  that  service,  they  would 
;pare  neither  age,  sex,  nor  condition.  I  shall, 
lowever,  doubtless,  be  told  that  none  of  these  evil 
k>nsequences  ensued.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
[  am  now  only  speaking  of  things  in  the  light  in 
Tehich  they  naturally  and  properly  presented  ihem- 
;elves  at  tne  time,  and  not  that  which  they  hav^ 
dnce  assumed.  As  far  as  my  information  goes, 
he  British  made  no  attempt  to  excite  the  slaves 
iitherto  murder  or  revojt.  1^0,  sir,  they  pursued 
i  veiy  different  course.  Like  Gen.  Jackson,  they 
lad  been  taught  to  believe  that  a  large  portion  of 
he  citizens  of  J/>uisiana,  and  particdTarly  those  of 
Prench  and  Spanish  extraction,  were  inimical  to 
he  Union.  To  these,  therefore,  ihey  addressed 
proclamations,  assuring  them  that  they  came  as 
Viends,  and  not  as  enemies;  and  promising  security 
md  protection  both  to  themselves  and  (heir  proper* 
y.  7bese  facts,  with  many  others,  had  a  natural 
endency  to  mislead  the  commanding  general  as 
o  the  extent  c^  that  disaffection.  Louisiana  was, 
noreoTer  a  purchased  province;  and  we  are  told 
>y  Mr.  Martin,  the  historian  mainly  relied  on  by 
£e  opposers  of  this  bill,  that  the  transfer  was  at- 
endea  with  no  little  eloom  and  discontent.  This 
ovas  a  natural,  and  by  no  means  an  unpatriotic 
'eeling.  The  alle^ance  of  the  heart  is  not  to  be 
purchased.  The  father-land  is  a  green  spot  in  the 
jvaste  Of  every  man's  memory,  which  visits  hitn  in 
lis  dreams,  and  comes  to  him  in  his  day-dreams. 
Bow  much  of  that  feeling  still  remained,  was  yet 
o  be  seen.  If  the  embers  were  not  extinct,  here 
iras  a  most  propitious  opportunity  of.kindling  the 
lame  anew.  The  Spanish  inhabitants  were  told 
hat  England  and  Spain  were  fast  friends,  and  for 
rears  had  been  warring  side  by  side,  in  the  same 
jreat  cause;  and  the  French  were  told,  that  that 
l^reat  cause  included  the  restoration  of  the  legiti- 
nate  sovereign  of  France  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
restors.  Wnat  sane  man  would  undertake  to  say 
hat  all  these  appeals  would  fall  on  cgld  unwilling 
jars:  particularly  when,  in  all  human  probability, 
he  British  had  ample  means  to  make  good  their 
)romises  both  of  protection  and  seouriiyl 

Bat  there  was  still  a  third  class,  who  neither 
}wed  nor  professed  any  allegiance  to  this  nation. 
The  city  and  country  were  filled  with  foreigners 
md  strangers  from  every  clime  and  zone,  of  every 
ribe  and  tongue,  whose  sole  business  was  to  better 
heir  condition — having  more  or  less  interest  staked 
>n  the  result  of  the  coming  contest.  Who  would 
>reKend  to  vouch  that  tiiese  "lookers  on  in  Vienna*' 
irere  all  good  men  and  true,  and  ready  to^'do  or 
lie"  in  a  eause  not  their  ownl  Or  who  would  even 
roach  that  they  would  not  join  the  enemy,  who 
;eenied  to  hare  victory  already  written  on  his  ban- 
lerl  Sir,  had  one-half  of  the  population  of  this 
country  pledged  themselves  for  the  patriotism  of 
he  otfater,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that  a 
nan  as  deeply  read  in  that  intricate  volume — the 
loman  heart— and  as  well  acauainted  with  all  its 
springs  of  action,  as  General  Jackson  is  known  to 
}e,  would  have  given  it  a  moment's  credence.  But 
jlenera)  Jackson  was  not  left  to  speculate  upon 
his  general  knowledge  of  men  and  things.  He 
Mras  warned  and  forewarned,  previous  to  reach- 
ing Louisiana— and  that,  too,  from  the  very  highest 
luihority  in  the  land--that  it  was  filled  with  spies 
md  traitors.  True,  Mr.  Martin  attempts  to  show 
bat  General  Jackson  bad  been  the  iniormer,  and 
iucceeded  in  imbuing  the  mind  of  Claiborne  with 
;aspicions  not  his  own.  He  says  (speaking  of 
Gkneral  Jackson)  "unfortunately,  he  had  been  sur^ 
rounded,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival,  by  per- 
sons from  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  to  Claiborne, 
Hall,  and  the  State  Gk>vemment;  and  it  was  soon 
Jiscovared  that  he  had  become  impressed  with  the 
idea  thai  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  Louis- 
iana was  disaffeaed,  and  the  city  full  of  traitors 
Uid  ^€3."    It  a{tpears  \W  such  were  his  senti- 


ments as  early  as  the  8ih  of  September;  for,  in  a  let- 
ter of  Claiborne,  which  he  has  since  published,  the 
Governor  joins  in  the  opinion,  and  wiiies  to  him: 
"1  agree  with  you,  thai  our  country  is  full  of  spies 
apd  traitors."  And  yet  this  inipartial  historian  had 
before  him  both  Letour  and  Eaton,  each  of  (hem 
containing  the  defence  offered  by  deneral  Jackson 
on  his  trial  before  Judge  Hall:  in  which  were  nu- 
merous extracts  of  letters  from  Governor  Claiborne 
to  himself,  ^lemnly  warning  him  against  ihe^e 
very  traitors.  From  one  of  inem,  written  just  one 
month  prior  to  that  from  which  Mr.  Martin  has 
garbled  the  line  above  quoted,  I  make  the  follo\Ying 
extract: 

*'r  bare  reason  to  calculate  onihe  patriotisfn  of  the  interior 
and  WQfltera  countiea.  1  know,'  alao,  there  are  many  faiihfjul 
citizMu  in  Hew  Orleans;  but  there  are  others  in  whose  atuch* 
mept  to  the  United  States  I  ought  not  lo  confi  Je.  Upon  the 
whole,  sir,  I  cannot  disguite  the  fact,  that,  if  Louisiana  should 
be  atucked,  we  must  principallr  depend  for  security  upon  the 
prompt  movements  of  the  raguiar  farce  under  your  command, 
and  the  mitkia  of  the  Western  States  and  Territories." 

I  will  also  make  a  quotation  from  this  same  let- 
ter ^f  the  8th  of  September,  which  did  not  aaswer 
the  purpose  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  which  he,  there- 
fore, found  it  eonvenient  to  suppress.  Speaking 
of  New  Orleans,  the  Gtorernor  says:  "There  is  in 
this  city  a  much  greater  spirit  of  disaffection  than 
I  had  anticipated;  and  among  the  faithful  Louisi- 
anians,  there  is  a  despondency  which  palsies  all  my 
preparations."  Mr.  Martin  proceeds:  "The  Gov- 
ernor was  not  unwilling  to  increase  his  own  merit 
by  magnifjring  the  obstacles  he  had  to  sur- 
mount; he  therefore  stated,  in  his  correspondence 
with  Jackson,  every  oppositionhe  met  with;  and  did 
not  fail  to  represent  every  one,  who  did  not  think 
as  he  did«  as  inimical  to  the  country."  Here  we 
have  the  strange  spectacle  of  Jackson  being  at  the 
same  time  surrounded,  "by  persons  from  the  ranks 
of  the  opposition  to  Claiborne,  Hall,  and  the  State 
Government,"  and  Claiborne  himself  constituting 
one  of  that  opposition.  In  modern  parlance  "the 
General  seems  to  havestol^  the  Governor,"  and  ar- 
rayed him  not  only  against  his  friends,  but  against 
himself. 

But  Governor  Claiborne  was  not  the  only  source 
from  which  General  Jackson  received  his  impres- 
sions of  the  want  of  fidelity  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana,  as  Mr.  Martin  himself  shows*    He 

Proceeds:  "  Those  who  immediately  surrounded 
ackson  on  his  arrival,  with  a  view  to  enhance  his 
reliance  on  them,  availed  themselves  of  every  op- 
portunity to  increase  his  sense  of  danger."  And 
who  were  those  ment  At  their  head  stood  Liv- 
ingston and  Duncan^men  who  would  rank  high,  in 
any  age  or  country,  for  talen  s  and  probity;  who 
had  Lived  long  in  the  (ity,  and  had  the  very  best 
means  of  correct  information.  Can  it,  then,  be  a 
cause  of  wonder  that  General  Jackspn  believed  the 
country  was  full  of  "spies  and  traitocsl"  or  a  mat- 
ter of  reproach  thut  he  resorted  to  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  lo  render  treason  abortivel  Bui 
was  there,  in  truth,  no  treachervl  That  there  was 
much  less  than  tne  General  believed  to  exist,  I 
feel  great  pleasure  in  conceding.  But  that  there 
was  still  enough  to  demand  all  his  vigilance  and 
skill,  none  ought  to  deny.  For  proof  of  this  fact, 
I  refer  to  Latour,who  is  himself  a  Creole  of  the 
country,  and  whose  prejudices  and  feelings  are, 
therefore,  all  presumeu  to  be  in  favor  of  its  culzens, 
and  opposed  to  whatever  may  be  construed  to  their 
prejudice.  After  describing  a  village  on  the  left 
bank,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Bienvenue, 
which  he  says  "  contained  thirty  or  forty  iisher- 
men,  almost  all  Spaniards  or  Portuguese,  ten  of 
who^e  names  he  gives,  as  he  says,  "to  consign  them 
to  execration  and  infamy,"  he  proceeds:  "These 
all  were'  known  to  have  aided  the  British  in  dis- 
embarking their  troops,  serving  as  pilots  on  board 
their  vessels  and  boats,  and  acting  as  spies  from 
the  period  of  their  arrival  on  the  coast."  (Seepages 
82andB3.) 

I  also  refer  to"  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Charles  K.  Blanchard,  of  New  Orleans,  to  General 
Jackson,  which  will  be  found  in  Eaton,  p.  445: 

*'Pia:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  your  requrst,  to  state  to 
your  excellency  the  substance  of  a  conversation  that  occurred 
between  QuanernMister  Peddle,  of  the  Riitish  ara  y,  and  my. 
self,  on  the  Itih  InstaAt,  on  board  his  Britannic  Msjfsiy's  ship 
Aerahl.  Quartermaster  Peddie  observed,  that  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  British  forces  were  dai^  in  the  receipt  of 
every  information  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  which  they 
might  require,  in  aid  of  their  operations  for  the  completion  of 
the  objecia  6f  the  expedition;  that  they  wereperfectlr  acquaint- 
ed w  th  the  siiuMion  of  every  nart  of  our  forces,  the  manner 
in  which  the  same  was  aituated,  the  number  of  our  fortifica- 
tions, their  strensth,  position,  &c.  As  to  the  battery  on  the 
left  tank  of  the  Miasisaif^pi,  he  described  its  situation,  its  dis- 
taaoa  frvm  the  raain  poil)  aod  pioaiptif  ofibifd  ma  a  pteaof 


the  works.  He  furthermore  stated,  that  the  above  inforiTiaUon 
was  received  fl^m  seven  or  eight  persons  fn  the  dty  of  Nf-W 
Orleans,  from  whom  he  could  at  any  hour  prot  ur«  every  ki- 
formaiioD  Dacaasary  to  prompte  his  Btajeaty's  iiitarrsi.'' 

If  there  was  treason  here — and  that  there  was, 
no  one  can  with  truth  deny — then  never  was  there 
on  earth  a  country  in  which  that  treason  might 
play  ilis  part  with  more  Security  and  success,  or 
which  demanded  more  prudence  and  skill  to  detect 
and  to  disarm  it.  Look,  sir,  at  the  country  in  the 
vicifiity  of  New  Orleans^:  a  narrow  ^t^ip  of  land  oa 
either  side  of  the  river,  varying  from  a  half  lo^wo 
mites  in  width,  pent  in  on  all  sides  by  swamps  al- 
most impervious  to  the  foot  of  man,  and  intersected 
by  innnmerable  bayous  and  canals,  coimeeting  the 
Mississippi  with  the  surrounding  gulfs  and  bays 
and  lakes.  But,  in  order  fully  to  appreciate  the 
view  of  the  case  it  is  my  object  to  impress,  it  is  im- 
portant to  understand  something  of  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  commanding  general  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  He  had  obviously  but  two;  between  "which  to 
choose:  one  was.  to  collect  his  entire  force  in  its 
vicinity,  wait  tne  approach  of  the  enenfy.  afid 
settle  the  fate  of  the  city  by  one  bloody  aeath- 
struggle.  This  he^  wisely  declined,  because  he 
woula  still  have  it  as  a  dernier  resort,  should 
he  fail  in  the  other.  That  plan  was  to  keep 
his  main  force  at  or  near  New  Orleans,  seize  on 
all  the  avenues  of  approach,  thoui^h  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  it  as  to  cover  and  protect  as  many  of 
the  well  disposed  inhabitants  as  he  c6uld,  without 
weakening  nis  position;  at  the  same  time  keeping 
in  check  those  he  dared  not  trust;  holding  the 
enemy  at  arm's  length  as  long  as  possible;  and, 
when  able  to  do  so  no  longer,  falling  back,  and  se- 
lecting the  best  ground  on  wnich  to  give  him  bat- 
tle. From  what  I  have  said,  it  will  he  seen  that 
there  was  a  complete  cordon  of  pickets  or  outposts 
surronndtog  the  city,  occupying  all  the  avenues  of 
approach  to  it,.an<i  as  thoroughly  cutting  off*  all 
communication  between  the  space  included  within 
this  cordon  and  Uie  balance  or  the  world,  as  though 
it  had  been  circumvallated  by  a  wall  or  ditch,  so 
long  as  these  pickets  could  be  maintained;  and  all 
proved  true.  This  it  was  that  rendered  the  city  at 
all  times  not  only  a  camp,  but  the  very  heart  and 
centre  of  that  camip.  But  how  ea^y  was  it  for 
treason  to  defeat  even  this  noble  plan  of  defence^ 
Only  the  river  termini  of  these  bayous  could  be 
occupied  by  the  American  army;  while  the  ene- 
my,  from  theit  superior  naval  power,  would  of 
course  seize  on  their  entrances  into  the  gtHf.  No 
intermediate  point  could  be  occupied  by  either,  as 
it  was  one  entire  morass.  In  this  state  of  things, 
it  is  evident  that  the  British  had  the  power,  not 
only  to  select  their  own  point  of  attack,  but  to  make 
as  many  feints  as  they  might  think  fit;  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  the  one  from 
the  other,  until  they  should  reach  the  firm  ground 
near  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  AH,  then,  that 
was  wanting  on  their  part,  in  order  to  insure  suc- 
cess, was  to  deceive  the  commanding  general  by  a 
false  attack,  either  above  or  below  the  city,  and 
thereby  draw  his  main  force  in  that  direction,  while 
the  real  approach  should  be  made  on  the  opposite 
side.  AH  this,  had  it  not  been  restrained  oy  the 
most  rigid  means,  treachery  would  have  attempted, 
and  might  not  have  done  so  in  vain. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  condition  of 
things  at  home,  let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  (br  a  mo- 
ment in  the  opposite  direction.  About  the  period 
of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  (3en.  Jackson  received 
intelligence  of  an  undoubted  character  that  the  en- 
emy was  near  at  hand.  Eighty  vessels,  filled  with 
troops  and  munitions  of  war,  wfere  already  off  Pen- 
sacola,  and  as  many  more  were  hourly  expected. 
Believing  the  entire  control  of  all  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  be  indlspeitsable  to  its  defence,  and 
that  these  resources  could  not  be  applied  to  so  good 
a  purpose;  believing,  also,  that  unrestraraed  lib- 
erty of  person — when  applied  to  such  as  would, 
from  necessity  or  choice,  be  included  within  the 
city  to  be  delended,  or  the  adjacent  territory  cover- 
ed by  his  posts— to  be  utterlv  incompatible  with 
either  discipline  or  safety,  General  Jackson  ap- 
plied to  the  Legislature,  then  in  session^o  suspend 
for  a  time  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  That  body, 
like  himself,  seem  to  have  felt  the  importance  of 
the  crisis;  for  they  not  only  passfe^  a  law  closing 
up  all  the  courts  of  justice,  but  also  one  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  the  vessels  in  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans. Even  Judge  Hall,  yielding  to  the  pressure 
of  the  emergency,  thought  fit— without  law,  or 
trial,  or  bail— to  discharge  all  the  prisoners  com- 
mitted under  process  of  the  United  Slates,  no  mat- 
ter whftt  their  crimes,  in  order  to  fill  the  rallies  qi 
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the  army.  Still,  the  proposal  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  met  with  opposition,  and  was  yet  un- 
der jdiscu^sion,  when,  on  the  14th  of  December,  the 
battle  of  the  lakes  was  fought,  by  which  we  lost  all  the 
gun-boats  on  me  station,  aiid  gave  the  enemy  un- 
limited control  of  the  entire  coast,  and  full  power 
to  select  his  point  of  attack.  This  was,  indeed,  a 
most  critical,  a  most  startling  moment.  Recollect 
that  neither  Cofiee.  Carroll^  Adair,  nor  Hind  had 

Jet  arrived;  and  that  I  have  l^fore  said  GJeneral 
ackson's  av^Uable  force  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  was  but  about  1,300  efficient  men.  That  of  the 
enemy  was,  of  coursCi  unknown,  and  variously  le- 
portei  froa\  twelve  to  twenty  thousand.  One  thing, 
however,  was  certain:  the.  same  victorious  army, 
though  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  thdt  a  few 
months  before  had  wrapped  this  proud  Capitol  in 
flames,  and  laid  siege  to  iBaltimore^then  the  third 
city  in  the  Union— was  there.  The  same  army 
that  had  marched  unscathed  through  this  populous 
region,  abounding  in  resources,  both  of  men  and 
munitions,  twenty-fold  greater  than  General  Jack- 
son could  command,  was  to  be  encountered,  and  the 
trial  hour  was  at  hand.  This,  sir,  was  no  time  to 
wa^te  in  protracted  debate  upon  measures  to  be  ta- 
ken; no  time,  either,  for  making  laws,  or  unravel- 
ling the  "nice  auillets"  of  laws  already  made*  Dis- 
may and  conlusipn  reigned  predominant.  The 
boldest  doubted,  and  (he  timid  despaired,  of  suc- 
cess. The  commandin|^  general  saw  that  the  fate 
of  the  city  rested  upon  himself  alone;  and  that,with- 
oiit  a  resort  to  extraordinary  measures,  it  roust  in- 
evitably be  lost.  He  did  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment; but  met  this,  as  he  has  done  every  oth- 
er emergency,  promptly,  not  blindly.  Yes,  sir, 
at  this  startling  moment,  when  Iresh  dangejrs 
and  difficulties  were  hourly  thronging  upon  him 
— when  the  enemy,  proud  in  their  discipline,  and 
confident  in  their  numbers,  were  pressing  forward 
as  to.  certain  victory — when  the  circle  of  fate 
seemed  closing  rapidly  aroimd  him,  and  its  very 
billows  already  breaking  at  his  feet — as  the  only 
means  of  esdipe  left  him,  he  ventured  to  declare 
martial  law.  He  saw  that  the  arm  of  the  civil  au- 
thority^ though  nerveless  for  all  purposes  of  good, 
might,  if  unrestrained,  become  potent  in  evil,  (nor 
were  his  fears  vain,  as  experience  hasproven,)  and, 
therefore,  he  ventured  to  put  it  aside,  as  unsnited  for 
the  tlmeb',  and  to  substitute  martial  law  in  its  stead. 
He  knew  that  if  evil  should,  grow  out  of  it,  that 
evil  would  fan  most  heavily  on  himself;  but  if  eood 
followed,  that  eood  would  be  bis  country's  alone. 
Still,  sir,  he  did  not  hesitate.  For  him,  such  an  al- 
ternative had  no  terrors.  The  defence  of  a  noble 
city  had  been  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  valor;  and 
he  would  have  felt  liimself  a  traitor  to  that  trust, 
had  he  sacrificed  it,  by  "implicit  obedience,"  under 
the  pressing  exigencies  of  war,  to  laws  formed 
for  "piping  times  of  peace."  Sir,  it  were  just  as 
vain  to  hope  for  such  obedience^  at  such  an  hour, 
a9  for  rigid  etiquette  on  board  of  a  sinking  man-of- 
war. 

But  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  power  or  ne- 
cessity- of  declaring  martial  law,  none  who  wit- 
nessed its  operation  can  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to 
its  beneficial  results.  All  saw  that  a  bold  hand  had 
taken  the  helm — whether  rightfully  or  not,  no  one 
thought  fit  to  inquire.  All  eyes  were  turned  upon 
one  man;  and  that  man,  looking  as  proud  and  un- 
bending ai  though  he  were  the  very  genius  of  the 
storm  that  was  thickening  around  him,  with  the 
power  to  hush  it  by  a  whisper.  The  boldest  heart 
Deat  bolder,  aodthe  coward  felt  himself  possessed  of 
spirit  not  his  own.  All  felt  the  necessity  of  strict  and 
prompt  obedience.  Confidence  was  renewed,  and 
order  sprung  out  of  chaos.  A  guide  star  rose  out 
of  the  gloom,  and  led  the  way  to  victor^;  and  such 
a  victory,  sir,  as  finds  no  parallel  even  m  the  proud 
annals  of  this  nation.  All  will  at  once  conclude 
that  I  am  alluding  to  the  memorable  8th  of  Jan- 
uary. Not  so.  I  mean  that  of  the  33d  of  Decem- 
ber, in  which  General  Jackson,  at  the  head  of  two 
thousand  undisciplined  troops,  met  in  the  open 
field,  and  repulsed,  more  than  double  that  number 
of  England's  choicest  veterans.  I  am  particular  in 
saying  that  General  Jackson  led  this  attack;  for  it 
was  but  yesterday  that  a  Whig  friend  of  mine,  and 
a  roem1)er  of  this  House,  asked  me,  in  sober 
earnest,  whether  the  old  chief  was  really  there. 
Yes,  sir,  he  was.  in  gopd  truth,  there;  or,  my  word 
for  it,  none  of  nis  army  would  have  been  there. 
And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  comes  this  cold  hypercritical 
age  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  military  character  of 
ft  man  who  dared  fight  and  win  such  a  battle. 


Yes,  sir,  men  who  would  turn  pale  at  the  flash  of 
a  musket,  even  if  fired  by  themselves,  coolly  tell 
us  that,  notwithstanding  General  Jack.son  saved 
New  Orleans  against  hopeless  odds,  and  contrary 
to  the  expectation  of  a  large  majority  of  all  who 
understood  his  true  condition,  still  he  was  entirely 
deceived  as  to  what  he  believed  one  of  the  main 
causes  of  that  succtss.  Of  this  class  is  the  Ken- 
tucky pamphleteer.  He  first  assumes  that  the  onlv 
object  of  martial  law  was  to  prevent  correspond- 
ence with  the  enemy,  and  then  proceeds:  "But  if  that 
was  his  object,  he  entirely  failed  in  accomplishing 
what  was  intended;  for  he  himself  tells  us  it  was 
ascertained  from  the  British  officers,  after  the 
peace,  that  they  were  fully  informed  of  everything 
that  happened  in  the  city,  from  the  first  to  last." 
This  gentleman  has  certainly  made  a  mistake,  and 
whetted  his  sword  on  the  back  instead  of  the  edge. 
If  his  argument  is  to  have  any  weight,  it  must  con- 
cede what  its  author  ^has  most  strenuously  denied 
throughout  his  entire  pamphlet — that  there  were 
spies  and  traitors  in  New  Orleans.  And  still  it  by 
no  means  follows^  because  these  spies  and  traitors 
found  means  to  elude  the  many  precauticms  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their  com- 
munication with  the  enemy,  that  these  precautions 
were  either  unwise  or  improper.  I  leave  this 
question  to  be  settled  by  a  liberal  community— 
between  a  quibbling  lawyer  and  a  fighting  gen- 
eral. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  point  in  issue — the 
propriety  of  continuing  martial  law.  I  am  well 
aware,  sir,  that  there  is  a  much  greater  contrariety 
of  opinion  on  this  point,  than  on  that  to  which  4 
have  been  calling  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  a  large  majority  ev^n  of  the 
Whig  party  consider  the  declaration  of  martial, 
law  as  not  only  nistifiable,  but  commendable;  manv 
of  them  also  admit  that  it  was  properly  enforced. 
A  large  portion*of  them,  however,  who  justify  its 
declaration  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  contend 
that  it  was  continued  t«o  long,  and  after  that  ne- 
cessity had  ceased.  To  such,  I  beg  leave  to  present 
a  few  considerations  touching  that  necessity.  The 
opinion  of  the  commanding  general  is  certainly 
entitled  to  great  weight.  To  deny  this,  would  be 
to  contend  that  the  pilot  who  has  successfully 
guided  his  vessel  over  the  darkling  waves,  and 
amidst  the  wildest  tempests,  is  utterly  unfit  to  de- 
cide upon  the  termination  of  the  very  tempests 
which  ne  has  so  successfully  bufieted.  I  neea  not 
say,  sir,  that  in  his  opinion,  and  with  all  the  lights 
he  possessed,  the  continuance  of  martial  law  was 
jlist  as  essential  to  retain  the  advantages  he  had 
gained  over  the  enemy,  as  its  declaration  was  to 
win  them  in  the  first  instance.  True,  sir,  there  was 
not  that  present  and  visible  emergency.  The  enemy 
was  not  in  sight;  but  was  the  necessity  for  vigilance 
and  strict  discipline,  therefore,  the  less,  when  it 
was  known  that  he  lay  in  striking  distance,  able, 
and  no  doubt  willing,  to  turn  to  his  advantage  eve- 
ry occurrence  in  the  American  army,  if  any  should 
happen  by  which  he  might  hope  to  wash  out  the 
di^race  he  had  sustained?  As  much  weight  as 
this  opinion  has  with  me,  and  ought  to  have  with 
all  who  wish  to  form  an  impartial  judgment,  I  do 
not  intend  to  press  it  on  this  House.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose to  meet  the  opponents  of  this  bill  upon  a  sim- 
ple history  of  facts,  which  none  of  them  will  find 
it  convenient  to  deny.  When  do  thev  say  martial 
law  should  have  ceased  its  swayl  Certainly  not 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January; 
for  although  the  enemy  were  defeated  with  most 
terrible  slaughter,  leaving  one-fourth  of  their  whole 
number  engaged,  and  three  out  of  four  of  their 
generals  dead^  or  wotmded  on  the  field,  and  the 
rest  were  seen 

Baffled  and  broke,  and  rutbing^  back 
To  ocean,  on  their  own  red  track-^ 

still,  sir,  although  they  fled  fast,  they  did  not 
flee  far.  They  soon  recovered  of  their  panic,  and, 
resuming  their  old  position,  continued  to  growl  back 
defiance  from  their  deep-mouthed  guns.  Notwith- 
standing iheir  heavy  loss,  they  still  more  than 
doubled  the  force  by  which  they  h&d  been  defeated. 
General  Jackson's  effective  force  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  was,  when  the  battle  began,  3,700: 
that  of  the  enemy  was,  at  the  same  time,  estimated 
at  9,000.  None  will  then  say^  that  martial  law 
should  have  ceased  on  the  Sib,  nor  at  any  time 
while  the  enemy  occupied  their  position  in  sight  of 
our  lines.  Certainly  not  on  the  I7th  of  the  same 
month,  while  they  were  yet  bombarding  Fort  St. 
Philip,  which  commanded  the  Mississippi,  and 
which  taken,  or  passed,  would  Jiave  enabled  their 


vessels  of  war  to  reach  New  Orleans,  and  to  ban 
laid  it  in  ashes  in  an  hour  after  reaching  it.  K^ 
yet  on  the  12th  of  February,  when  they  were  ^^ 
ceiving  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Bowyer,  whicfc 
left  uncovered  the  bay  and  city  of  MoWle,  aad 
gave  the  enemy  command-  of  what  I  have  h^ott 
Said  was  the  most  secure  and  certain  point  ftoo 
which  to  renew  their  operations  against  New  Qf- 
leans,  by  calling  to  their  aid  the  numerous  border- 
ing tribes  of  hostile  Indians.  No,  sir;  not  era 
then;  but  the  moment  the  first  news  of  peace 
reached  New  Orleans.  So,  at  least,  say  (he  oppo- 
rers  of  this  bill,  with  one  accord. 

This  news  was  received  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  \M 
of  February,  was'T)rought  by  Mr.  Civingston,  ud 
came  direct  from  the  enemy.  It  is  true,  sir.  there  is 
an  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Martin,  and  all  others  vbe 
have  thought  fit  to  believe  him,  and  him  onhr,td 
show  that  the  same  information  was  received  licit 
a  different  channel  about  the  same  time.  The  trm^ 
is,  that  Lord  Cochrane's  letter  to  General  Jaebot 
reached  him,  by  the  mouth  ol  the  Mississippi, a  few 
days  after  hii;  verbal  communication  of  the  same 
fact  by  Mr.  Livingston,  who  carAe  by  the  neaier 
lake  route.  Was  this  information,  coming  direct 
from  the  enemy,  such  as  ought  to  have  produced 
any  change  or  relaxation  in  the  measures  of  the 
American  General'?  The  enemy,  who  had  in  the 
mean  time  received  a  large  reinforcemenf— eqtal, 
and  more  than  equal,  to  the  number  he  had  lo^  m 
battle — had  entire  command  of  the  neighborinf 
seas — and  lay  within  a  day's  sail  of  New  Orleasi 
If  his  intentions  were  peaceful,  and  liis  infonni- 
tion  such  as  he  could  rely  on  himself,  why  did  he 
not  propose  a  cessation  of  hostilities  to  €feneral 
Jackson,  through  Mr.  Livingstoni  The  fkctihtf 
he  did  not  do  so,  was,  of  itself,  well  calculated  te 
make  the  impression  that  it  was  a  mere  stratagem 
of  war;  and  if  General  Jackson,  depending  m. 
such  information,  had  relaxed  his  discipline,  or 
disbanded  his  army,  and  thereby  lost  New  Orleans, 
the  very  men  who  are  now  hunting  him  down 
for  the  course  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  jpursue, 
would  have  denounced  him  as  a  traitor  tor  co^ 
responding  with,  and  taking  counsel  of,  the  enemy. 
Instead,  however,  of  this  report  tornung  any  pre- 
text for  the  relaxation  of  discipine,  it  created  a 
strong  necessity  for  its  more  rigid  enforcemenL 
It  was  busily  circulated  mong  the  soldiery,  that  & 
treaty  of  peace  bad  been  concluded  aud  ratified 
between  the  two  countries,  and  that  there  was  no 
longer  any  necessity  for  their  continuing  in  the 
field;  and  they,  of  course,  soon  grew  resuess  and 
impatient  of  restraint  Men  for  whom  war  had 
no  terrors,  now  that  the  foe  had  disappeared,  and 
the  excitement  produced  by  his  presence  had  sob- 
sided,  soon  became  tired  of  the  necessary  drudgerj 
of  the  field.  Their  thoughts  natural-y  turned  from 
war  to  peace,  and  their  own  firesides  rose  temptiDf* 
ly  and  oeauttfully  before  them.  The  city  troops, 
who  should  have  been  the  last,  were  the  first  to  ma- 
nifest a  spirit  of  insubordination.  Many  claimed 
leave,  to  return  to  the  city ;  and  it  is  contended 
that  they  were  entitled  to  this  indalgence,  as  thetr 
families  or  friends  resided  there.  The  gayeaN 
nival  season,  too,  was  drawing  to  a  close;  and 
their  national  love  of  pleasure  (for  they  were 
mostly  of  French  origin)  was  too  strcmg  for  their 
patriotism.  Not  having  succeeded  in  their  appli* 
cation  to  Gen.  Jackson,  many,  who  were  knowfi 
to  be  American  citizens,  applied  to,  and  receired 
protection  of,  the  French  consul,  who  invariabfy 
certified  them  to  be  citizens  of  France.  Armed 
with  these  certificates,  they  demanded  their  dis- 
charge, leaving  their  brother  soldiers  from  disttst 
States  to  defei^d  the  very  firesides  which  they  were 
so  eager  to  enjoy. 

Such  an  example  at  such  a  time  wonld  have  dis- 
solved the  army.  An  entire  regiment,  with  the 
exception  only  of  fifteen  men,  who  were  left  to 
guard  the  very  avenue  by  which  the  enemy  had 
made  his  approach,  had  already  abandoned  that 
important  position;  slnd  others,  equally  important, 
were  partially  deserted.  In  .such  a  crisis,  the  com- 
manding general  could  not  hesitate.  History, pref- 
nant  wfth  warning,  lay  open  to  his  view.  Caput 
of  old  rose  naturally  befote  him;  and  the  victor  of 
Cannae,  with  his'  rent  garlands,  admonished  him 
that  the  ease  and  luxury  of  a  petty  town  had  con- 
quered an  army  that  had  overcome  both  the  Ro- 
mans and  the  Alps.  And  was  he  to  permh  a  g^at^ 
ful  city,  which  had  just  been  rescued  from  dcsl^l^ 
tioa  by  his  own  and  the  valor  of  his  army,  to 
become  to  that  army  what  Capna  had  been  to  a 
invading  enemyl  Was  he  to  permit  that  city,  e?^ 
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rUh  the  hand  of  kindness,  to  pluck  from  hi?  own 
ud  his  soldiers'  brows  the  very  laarels  they  had 
ron  in  her  defence^  No,  sir;  his  path  of  duty  lay 
^faunly  before  him,  and  he  pursued  it  without  de- 
ay  or  hesitation.  All  foreigners  who  had  taken 
»n>tecti<M)  under  the  French  consul  were  ordered 
0  ItSLwe  New  Orleans  forthwith,  and|  the  consul 
ras  ordered  to  go  with  them;  for  they  were  all 
oing  their  best  to  fill  it  with  mutiny  and  dl^eo- 
ion.  Such  as  claimed  to  be  foreigners,  but  who 
rere  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the  poll-books. 
:>  have  voted  atan  election  then  but  recently  held 
a  the  city,  were  ordered  to  the  lines,  and  compelled 
3  perform  the  duty  of  soldiers.  This  course,  hoW- 
ver  necessary  and  proper  in  itself^  was  well  cal- 
ulated  to  create  discontent  among  the  friends  of 
iiat  class  to  whom  it  particularly  applied;  and 
rhen  perverted,  (as  it  was,)  to  extena  that  dis- 
content throughout  the  army.  At  this  most  fa? 
"orable  conjuncture,  Louallier  and  Judge  Hall 
oade  their  appearance.  I  do  not  say  they  acted 
Q  concert,  alinough  this  charge  was  made  and 
lelieved  by  many  at  the  time.  They  are  now 
oth  in  the  grave;  and  I  intend  to^say  nothing  of 
iither,  not  warranted  by  proof;  and  essential  to  the 
oerits  of  this  case.  Neither  of  them  had  raised  a 
tand  in  defence  of  the  country.  Judge  Hall,  who, 
tre  are  told  by  his  admirers,  (and  I  shall  not  con- 
radict  them,)  was  a  mild»  amiable  man,  left  the 
ity  just  before  the  British  were  expected;  when 
:onfusion  and  dismay  were  seizing  on  all  ranks 
md  orders  of  men,  which  his  presence  and  ex- 
imple  might  have  done  much  to  allay,  and  which 
lis  flight  was  but  too  well  calculated  to  increase, 
[jouaiuer,  on  the  contrary,  remained  in  the  city. 
Still,  sir,  with  the  enemy  before  his  eyes,  and  their 
•annon  thundering  daily  and  nightly  in  his  ears, 
le  struck  not  a  blow  in  her  defence.  No;  not  even 
n  the  first  battle,  when  he  saw  his  countrymen  going 
brth  to  combat  against  double  their  numbers  of  the 
)est  troops  that  Europe  could  boast,  and  when  an 
irmed  man  was  worth  his  weight  in  gold.  True, 
hose  gentlemen  wereboth  exempts;  for  one  was  a 
egisiator,  and  the  other  a  judge.  In  this  eondi- 
ion  of  things,  and  on  the  3d  of  March,  Louallier's 
publication  arraigning  the  course  of  the  command- 
ing general,  in  the  severest  manner,  as  oppressive 
md  unjust,  exciting  the  troops  to  mutiny,  and  giv- 
ing the  enemy  full  notice  ot  the  extent  to  which  it 
ilreadjrprevailed,  made  its  appearance  in  the  Lou- 
isiana Gmzette.  His  friends  nave  contented  them- 
selves with  calling  this  publication  ill-timed  and 
imprudent;  General  Jaekson  has  designated  it  by 
mnch  more  appropriate,  but  far  less  glossing  terms. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  Ijouallier  was  put  under 
irrest,  and  a  court-martial  ordered  for  his  trial.  Of 
this  trial,  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  speak;  nor 
is  it  at  all  necessar]^  as  it  forms  no  one  of  the 
manses  assigned  by  Judge  Hall  for  inflicting  the 
fine  now  under  consideration.  On  the  same  day  a 
vrit  of  habeas  carpus  was  sued  out  in  favor  of 
Louallier;  and  on  that  day,  Judge  Hall  made  the 
usual  official  endorsement,  requiring  GJeneral  Jack- 
ion  to  appear  before  him,  and  show  cause  for  his 
detention.  Ghsneral  Jackson,  instead  of  answering, 
retained  the  writ,  and  arrested  the  Judge.  For 
this  arrest  and  this  detention  the  fine  was  inflicted. 
Recollect,  sir,  that  martial  law  was  just  as  much  in 
force  on  this  day,  as  on  the  day  it  was  first  declared. 
Recollect,  also,  what  1  have  before  said,  that  the 
only  news  of  peace  i  had  come  direct  from  a  de- 
feated enemy;  that  this  enemy,  greatly-reinforced, 
lay  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  New  Orleans;  and  that 
ao  proposition  for  an  armistice  had  been  made  by 
the  British  commander. 

It  is  part  of  tiie  history  of  the  country,  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  information  of  the  treaty  of 
Glhent  first  reached  this  city  on  ahe  14th  t>f  Feb- 
ruary, I8i&.  The  following  circular  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
annotmcing  that  information,  was  at  once  prepared 
to  be  sent  to  the  diflerent  commanding  officers 
throughout  the  Union: 

(•'CIRCULAII,") 

'*DSPARTMBNT  OF  War,  Feb.  U,  1816. 
*'8iK  It  is  with  KTMt  satisfaction  I  inform  yon  that  a  treaty 
ofpeaca  was  condaded  between  ihe  United  States  aod  Oieat 
Britain,  on  the  21th  day  of  December  last.  A  copy  o(  the 
treaty  was  received  to-dar  by  Mr.  Canoll,  has  been  examined 
b^  the  President,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubr,  he  ratified.  T 
give  TOO  this  infarinatioQ,  that  hoatiiitics  may  immediately 
cease  netweeo  oor  troops  and  those  of  Great  Britain. 
*'l  have  the  honor  to  be, 

*Toar  moet  obedient  servant. 

"JAMBd  MONROE." 

A  copy  of  this  circular  was  addressed  to  General 
Jackson,  and  a  special  courier  despatched,  for  the 
purpose  of  inaanng  its  speedy  ana  safe  delivery; 


but,  on  opening  the  packet,  he  found,  instead  of  a 
communication  annotmcing  peace,  an  order  to  raise 
troops  for  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Suppose,  sir,  this  circular  bad  been  duly  forwarded, 
ana  duly  received:  it  was  butasimple  annunciation 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  had  bcennegotiaied  between 
the  two  countries,  and  not  that  it  had  been  ratified 
by  either.  It  wanted  the  confirmation  of  both,  to 
make  it  of  any  avail;  and  it  might  still  be  rejected 
by  both  or  either  of  the  contracting  parties.  What 
is  the  effect  of  such  a  treaty,  under  the  laws  of 
nations'?  Will  any  gentleman  bn  this  floor  under- 
take to  say  that,  by  these  laws,  the  condifion  of 
belligerents  would  be  in  the  slightest  degree  al- 
tered by  if}  None,  I  feel  well  assured.  General 
Jackson  had,  however,  received,  from  other  sources, 
such  information  as  satisfied  him  that  a  treaty  had 
in  fact  been  neeotiated,  and  such  as  to  create  the 
hope  that  it  had  been  ratified.  This  information, 
loose,  and  in  advance  of  the  truth,  as  it  was,  he 
at  once  communicated  to  General  Lambert,  and 
proposed  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  How  did  the 
British  General  meet  this  proposition?  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  his  letter,'in  reply,  will  best 
answer  the  interrogatory : 

**  Hia  Instractions  wonld  not  allow  him  to  enter  into  any 
written  stipulation,  or  five  publicifY  officlkliy  to  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  until  he  received  ttie  intellifeoce  from  an  accredited 
person  from  the  British  Government  of  the  treaty  having  been 
ratified  andexchanged^  authoriEing  him  to  carry  it  into  execu* 
tion.'* 

What  more  could  General  Jackson  have  donel 
Was  he  to  disarm,  while  an  enemy  of  thrice  his 
force  stood  cased  in  steel,  and  ready  for  the  combati 
If  he  had  done  so.  and  General  Lambert  had  taken 
New  Orleans—wnicb,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  then 
state  of  the  pending  negotiation,  he  had  the  unques- 
tioned right  to  do—what  would  have  followed  1 
Lainbert  would  have  received  the  order  of  knight- 
hood from  the  British  Government,  and  General 
Jackson  the  well-merited  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
American  people. 

The  attitude  in  which  he  found  himself  placed 
by  the  non-arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  and  the 
various  conjectures  which  were  formed  as  to  its 
real  character,  by  those  around  him,  rendered  his 
condition  embarrassing  in  the  extreme.  He  bow- 
ever  ventured  to  disband  such  of  the  Louisiana 
militia  as^had  been  levied  in  mass.  They  added 
but  little  to  his  efficient  force,  and  had  been  called 
out  in  haste,  and  were  but  ill  prepared  for  service. 
The  following  beautiful  extract  from  his  address  to 
these  troops,  on  the  occasion,  will  serve  to  show 
the  conflict  in  his  mind  between  his  duty  to  the 
country  and  his  desire  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  his  troops:  "Although  the  commanding  gen- 
eral has  not  received  official  advice  that  the  state 
of  war  has  ceased  by  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
ne  has  persuasive  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  credits 
it  at  the  risk  of  being  misguided  by  his  wishes." 
But  why  (ask  those  who  are  determined  to  oppOse 
him,  right  or  wrong,)  discharge  part  of  his  army, 
and  still  continue  martial  lawl  I  have  already 
given  the  reason  for  discharging  these  troops;  and 
surely  the  reduction  of  his  mrce  can  form  no 
pretence  of  excuse  for  relaxing  the  discipline  of 
his  diminished  numbers,  on  whom  the  whole  bur- 
den would  necessarily  fall. 

But  I  am  admonished  that  the  sands  of  my  al- 
lotted hour  are  nearly  out,  and  that  I  must  draw 
to  a  close.  On  the  13th  of  March  official  intelli- 
gence of  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  duly ' 
arrived ;  and  none  pretend  that  General  Jackson 
hesitated  a  moment  longer  to  yield  to  civil  au- 
thority and  disband  his  army.  Why  should  he 
have  delayed?  What  was  "a  little  brief  authority" 
to  him  at  any  time,  and  particularly  at  a  time 
like  ihisi  He  had  scarcely  felt  the  cheer  of  his 
own  firestde  for  the  last  three  years,  (and  no  man 
loved  his  own  belter.)  His  wife,  too,  had  come 
to  take  him  back;  his  friends  and  neighbors  anx- 
iously awaited  his  return,  and  General  Gaines  had 
for  som6  time  past  been  waiting  to  relieve  him. 
Accustomed,  however,  to  sacrifice  his  own  to  his 
country's  good,  nothing  "could  seduce  him  from 
his  post  while  his  sense  of  duty  told  him  he  ought 
to  remain.  He  continued  just  as  long  as  was  neces- 
sary to  finish  the  work  he  had  so  nobly  begun,  and 
not  one  moment  longer. 

Before  leaving  New  Orleans,  however.  General 
Jackson  had  to  appear  in  a  new,  but  by  no  means 
an  uninteresting,  character.  ^  Judge  Hall  and  him- 
self had  now  rightfully  changed  their  relative  posi- 
tions. The  civil  authority,  which  had  been  rendered 
powerless  under  the  pret^ng  hand  of  war,  had  now 


resumed  its  majesty,  and  its  offended  functionary 
his  robes.*  On  the  21st,  General  Jackson  was  sum* 
moned  to  appear  before  Judge  Hal),  to  show  cause 
why  an  attachment  should  not  be  awarded  against 
him  for  the  causes  which  I  have  before  stated.  On 
the  24th,  he  appeared,  and  made  the  effort,  by  at* 
tempting— as  1  have  done— to  show  the  necessity 
of  declaring  and  enforcing  -martial  law,  in  order  to 
save  the  country.  But  having  been  denied  this 
privilege,  and  required  to  shape  his  defence  by 
certain  arbitrary^  rules  laid  down  by  the  court,  he 
declined  making  any ;  simply  saying  to  the  Judge, 
"Your  honor  will  not  understand  me  as  intending 
anything  disrespectful  to  the  court;  but  as  no  op- 
portunity has  been  afforded^me  to  explain  the  reasons 
and  motives  by  which  I  was  influenced,  so  is  it  ex- 
pected that  censure  or  reproof  will  constitute  no 
part  of  that  semence  which  you  may  imagine  it 
your  duty  to  pronounce."    (See.Eaton,  p.  419.) 

The  result  is  tmown  to  the  world.  Judgment 
was  pronounced,  and  the  thousand  dollars  paid> 
Much  has  been  said~-and  too  much  cannot  well  be 
said — of  the  moral  grandeur  of  this  trial.  It  is 
doubtless  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  that  a  judge,  while  dealing  om  the  vengeance 
of  the  law,  was  clinging  to  his  victim  lor  pro- 
tection. Such,  however,  was  the  excitement  and 
indignation  of  the  vast  crowd  assembled  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  who  were  familiar  with  all  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  infliction  of  this  fine,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  (who  had  but  recently  protected  the 
Judge  from  a  foreign  enemy)  now  found  it  difficult 
to  save  him  from  the  fury  of  his  friends. 

It  was  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  [Mr.  HowarD}]  that  the 
amoimt  of  this  fine  was  repaid  to  G^eneral  Jack- 
son by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans.  All  the  mem- 
bers from  that  State  know  this  statement  to  be 
incorrect.  It  is  true,  that  a  grateful  and  sponta- 
neous offering  of  the  amount  was  made  to  him, 
and  stands  in  beautiful  contrast  with  the  ^rr  ^ro^i 
thousand  dollars  recently  proposed  by  their  Senator, 
[Mr.  Conrad.]  General  Jackson,  however,  de- 
clined it;  because  he  deemed  he  had  an  undoubted 
claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  nation,  in  whose  ser- 
vice it  had  been  inflicted,  and  into  whose  vaults  It 
had  been  paid.  No  wonder,  sir,  they  have  been 
smitten  with  the  curse  of  emptiness. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  after  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Inoessoll,]  that  I  should  say  anjrthmig  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Judge  to  inflict  this  fine.  If  the  un- 
limited power,  both  of  fine  and  imprisonment, 
wiihout  tne  intervention  of  a  jury,  really  exist — 
and  that,  too,  for  offences  not  committed  in  the 
presence  of  a  court,  and  when  no  court  is  in  ses- 
sion—it is,  indeed,  a  frightful  power,  and  one  that 
ought  to-  be  abolished. 

But,  for  all  my  purposes,  it  is  not  important  (o 
settle  either  this  question  of  power,  or  its  rightful 
exercise.  If  I  have  been  successful  in  my  efforts 
to  convince  this  House  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
war,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  in  which 
it  was  waged,  justified  the  resort  to  martial  law, 
and  that  this  fine  grew  out  of  that  exercise,  then 
have  1  achieved  my  purpose.  For  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  Congress  will  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment to  restore  to  a  faithful  public  servant  that 
which  ba$  been  taken  from  him,  either  by  the  hand 
of  the  law,  or  by  violence,  for  the  performance  oT 
an  act  admitted  to  be  both  necessary  and  proper— 
and  that,  too,  whilo  the  nation  are  enjoying  the 
full  fruition  of  that  act.  The  friends  of  General 
Jackson  ask  nothing  of  this  House  that  can  reflect, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  on  Judge  Hall ;  nor  will 
they  receive  anything  that  can  be  construed  into 
a  reflection  on  General  Jackson.  Let  them  both 
sjand  where  history  and  the  opinions  of  men  shall 
place  them,  and  I  am  content. 


REMARKS  OF  C.  J.  INGERSOLL, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA- 
In  ihe  Bouse  of  RepresenkUives,  Jimuary  27, 1843. — 
On  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  bill  amendatory 
of  the  several  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  renewed  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, in  order  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject.  At  an  early  day  in  the  session,  he 
had  seized  an  occasion  of  declaring — first,  that  he 
ceuld  not  vote  for  the  exchequer  recommended  by 
the  Executive;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that,  while  he 
could  not  deny  the  absolute  constitutionality,  he 
ffluch  questioned  and  disliked  the  presidential 
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piacUce  of  interference  and  urgency  at  aU  on  a 
sabject  which,  in  origination  and  responsibility,  be- 
longs to  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  r^re4- 
ted  to  feel  himself  bound  peremptorily  to  oppose 
-what  seemed  to  be  a  favorite  plan  of  the  President, 
because  he  acknowledged,  thai  both  as  a  member 
of  the  pfirty-with  which  he  is  associated^  and  as  an 
American,  he  felt  deeply  indebted  to  the  President 
for  executive  interposition  on  certain  great  and 
well-known  emergencies.  Let  me  add  (said  Mr. 
I.)  that  there  is  a  view  of  Mr.  Tyler's  instrumen- 
tality which  has  not,  perhaps,  been  presented,  or, 
at  any  rate,  not  consideredas.it  deserves. 

A  distinguished  person,  of'  whom  I  never  speak, 
as  I  never  feel,  without  respect  for  his  long  and 
greafpublic  distinction,  has  spoken  reproachfully 
of  the  actual  Chief  Magistrate,  as  a  President  with- 
out a  party;  as  if  that  were  a  demerit  or  infirmity. 
Now,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  whether  a  Presi- 
dent can  successfully  administer  the  affairs  of  this 
country  without  a  party;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  the 
demiae  of  a  late  President,  and  the  accidental  succes- 
sioa  of  the  present  inctnnbent,  have  triumphantly 
proved  that,  in  an  untried  crisis,  the  Constitution 
works  weU;  and  that  all  its  vital  functions  are  per- 
formed, as  usual,  under  circumstances,  the  analogy 
to  which  in  other  countries,  with  what  are  sup- 
posed to  be  stronger  Gk^remments,  has  always 
been  found  extremely  hazardous.  Not  speaking 
as  a  meAber  of  any  party,  nor  with  reference  to 
party  consideraiions,  but  as  an  American  Republi- 
can, it  is  highly  gratifying  to  see,  that  even  though 
the  iriolenoe  or  party  be  aggravated,  and  without 
passing  any  judgment  upon  the  measures  of  the 
present  Administration  as  either  good  or  bad;  Beith- 
er  vindicating  nor  condemning  them;  and.  I  may 
add,  without  reference  to  the  character  of  tho  pres- 
ent incumbent;  yet,  it  is  matter  of  much  gratifica- 
tion to  perceive  that  in  the  new  crisis  which  m^de 
Mr.  Tyler  President,  he  has  been  the  instrnment(per- 
faaps unconscious  and  unwilling)  of  affording  tnrth- 
er  proof  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  assertion,  that  this  is 
the  strongest  Government  in  the  world.  For  this, 
I  repeat,  1  feel  much  obliged  to  him;  and  deaire  to 
exhibit  him,  as  I  think  he  appears,  with  advantage 
before  the  country.  And,  coinciding  as  bis  Ad- 
ministration has  with  so  many  of  tne  priBtiplee 
which  1  cherish^  it  is  not  without  regret  that  I  find 
mysell  constrained  to  oppose  what  appears  to  be  one 
ofits  favorite  measurt  s  lorjrestoring  the  public  credit 
and  currency;  and  which  I  must  oppose  wiUi  the 
more  pertinacity,  because  1  think  it  is  urged  with 
an  importunity  not  befitting  executive  authority, 
and  encroaching  upon  the  independence  of  this 
House,  to  which  the  Constitution  confides,  If  not 
exclusive,  yet  superior,  agency  in  all  the  monetary 
concerns  of  the  country. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  said  something  to-day  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1789  for  organizing  the  Treasury  De- 
fartment.  An  excellent  foundation,  not  as  familiar; 
fear,  as  it  ought  to  be  to  this  Bouse  and  to  the 
country  at  large.  I  have  examined  it  repeatedly 
and  thoroughly,  with  a  strong  impression  that  its  or- 
ganic provi.sions,  enacted  as  they  were  by  Ellsworth, 
Washington,  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  whjch  created  the  Constitution, 
and  just  after  its  creation,  contain  the  germs  and 
basis  of  nearly  all  that  is  now  necessary  for  the 
restoration  and  settlement  of  our  dilapidated  circu- 
lation; and  that  as  it  was  by  departing  from  the 
simple  and  solid  provisions  of  that  act  the  difii- 
culties  ensued,  so  by  returning  to  them  we  shall 
find  the  most  immediate,  the  safest,  and  surest 
remedy  for  these  evils.  By  recommending  a  re- 
turn to  the  act  of  1789, 1  am  not  to  be  understood 
as  suggesting  the  re-enactment  of  the  independent 
treasury,  as  repealed  by  this  Congress,  1  was 
always  an  unwavering  adherent  of  the  indepen- 
dent treasury,  and  still  consider  it,  in  principle,in- 
dispensable.  But  I  am  not  wedded  to  tKe  details  of 
^he  law  as  enacted  and  repealed;  and  1  confess 
that  I  have  long  been  inclined  to  think  that  it 
never  need  have  been  made  either  a  Presidential 
or  a  party  question.  Separating  the  Government 
from  banks— the  divorce,  as  it  has  been  called— and 
the  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
money,  without  bank  machinery,  were  original 
principles  of  this  Federal  Government,  which  are 
to  be  found,  specie  clause  and  all,  in  the  act  of  1789, 
upon  which  the  convulsions  of  party,  and  the  inhe- 
rent vices  of  the  banking  system,  have  thrown  us 
back;  and  if,  as  I  would  fain  hope,  a  majority  of 
Congress  and  ot  the  country  can  be  prevailed  up- 
pn  to  meet  barmonioosl/  upon  some  extension  oi  ^ 


those  provisions,  and  their  adaptation  to  existing 
circumstances,  it  will  be  the  best  pacification  <» 
party  strife,  th^  simplest  restoration  of  the  cnrreney, 
and  the  most  durable  establishment  of  public  pros- 
perity. 

Soon  after  the  act  of  1789,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  unfortunately  introduced  by  act 
of  Congress.  A.  resolution  of  this  House,  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lor  a  report 
upon  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of 
the  public  credit,  was  taken  advantage  of,  without 
any  specific  authority  ibr  that  purpose,  to  introduce 
a  bill  Tor  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  that  in- 
stitution, which,-  associated  with  the  Government, 
became  the  depository  of  its  funds,  the  regulator  of 
its  currency,  and  eventually  in  the  well-known 
operations  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States 
— the  despotic  arbiter  of  all  the  operations  of  the 
GK>veTnn)ent  itself.  Determined  to  treat  this  sub- 
ject with  undisguised  truth,  it  is  right  to  add,  that  a 
State  bank  interest  was  soon  after  originated,  to 
counteract  the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates.  £mineni  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  (among 
others,  a  gentleman  who  was  afterwards  a  highly 
distinguished  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.)  estabnsh- 
ed  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania;  and  others  of  the 
same  party  politics,  (among  whom  was  a  well- 
known  personage,  afterwards  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,)  set  on  foot,  with  the  same  view,  the 
Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York.  By  at  least  ques- 
tionable encroachments,  if  not  violations  of  consti- 
tutional interdict,  banks,  both  national  and  State, 
were  thus  introduced,  continued,  and  multiplied, 
with  all  the  worst  properties  of  modern  banking, 
including  the  monstrous  principle  of  inconvertibili- 
ty, borrowed  from  the  long  English  inie rregnum  of 
bcLnk  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  a  system 
of  ruinous  credit  predominated,  till  the  United 
States,  and  nearly  every  one  of  the  States,  have, 
by  now  wellnigh  universal  acknowledgment,  been 
banked  to  the  verge  of  destruction.  -The  vices  of 
the  system,  and  the  convulsions  of  party,  have  de- 
stroyed it  nearly  root  and  branch,  throwing  us  back 
upon  the  aboriginal  act  of  1789,  with  the  small  rem- 
nant of  the  independent  treasury,  punishing  em- 
bezzlement and  other  misdemeanors,  which  this 
Congress  has  not  repealed.  Here  we  are  upon  the 
foundation  of  that  act  once  more,  and  let  us  be 
very  careful  how  we  depart  from  it.  It  has  been 
for  several  years  of  great  difficulty,  with  some 
slight  posterior  supplements,  all  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  for  the  management  of  its  finances; 
and  I  submit  that  it  will  be  extremely  rash  to  take 
any  departure  from  it,  without  being  well  advised 
that  it  will  be  for  the  better. 

What,  then,  does  the  President  recommend,  and 
with,  I  must  say,  undue  pertinacity  press  on  our 
adoDtionI  A  treasury  bank.  Yes,  a  treasury  bank. 
Ana  though  1  confess  that  I  have  never  been  able 
to  see  such  a  bank  in  the  formidable  aspect  attrib- 
uted to  it  by  Madison,  and  many,  if  not  most  others 
of  our  wisest  men,  yet  I  have  never  hesitated  to 
yield  my  opinion  to  theirs,  and  to  look  upon  a 
treasury  bank  as  a  thing  not  to  be  adopted.  The 
President's  plan  is  not  merely  a  treasury  bank;  but 
a  treasury  bank  with  a  large,  if  not  unrestricted, 
issue  of  paper  money — inconvertible  paper — conti- 
nental notes — money  to  be  made  on  the  mere  credit 
of  Government;  a  measure  altogether  delusive  of 
relief,  either  to  the  people  or  the  Gkivemment;  a 
most  reprehensible  mode  of  borrowing,  which,  if 
persisted  in,  must  expire  in  depreciation,  just  as 
certainly  as  a  falling  body  must  continue  to  fall 
until  it  meets  resistance;  just  as  certain  as  the  Un- 
questionable fact,  that  no  Government,  ancient  or 
modem,  ever  redeemed  paper  money  issued  on  its 
own  credit — paper  money  without  taxes  or  other 
basis,  a  mere  expedient,  an  exploded  contrivance. 
a  resort,  a  last  shift,  which  Government,  National 
and  State,  and  imlividuals  in  this  country  have  at- 
tenuated, exhausted,  degraded,  and  debased,  till  it 
has  beo^me  proverbial  for  all  that  is  despicable, 
villanoQs,  and  abominable.  And  this  treasury 
bank,  with  such  paper  money,  is  to  have  power  to 
regulate  our  exchanges! — a  power  the  most  formid- 
able, the  most  fearful — a  power  the  most  liable  to 
abuse,  ihe  most  creative  of  unprincipled  circula- 
tion, the  roost  stimulating  of  that  criminal  specula- 
lion  which  has  been  the  curse  of  this  country. 
Some  years  ago,  a  celebrated  speech  was  made  in 
this  hall,  by  a  distinguished  member  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates,  the  staple  of  whose  able  argument  was 
an  imposing  view  of  the  immense  exchanges  regu- 
lated by  that  great  iostiiation  in  the  days  of  its  ut- 1 


most  prosperity--a  speech  x>f  which  SI 
bank  scattered  one  hundred  thousand  co|»ies  broiA- 
cast  throui^hout  every  quarter  of  the  United  Stuo. 
Its  power  of  thus  regulating  the  exehan^oB  wasii- 
terwnrds  ably  exposed  in  one  of  Mr.  V«a  Bven'ii 
excellent  messages,  as  a  most  pemicioos  voMpi^ 
and  stimulation  of  fictitious  curreacy— havisf  so 
reality,  contributing  nothing  io  the  pabiie  fffopei- 
ty;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ministering  to  the  vont 
passions.  And  this  is  the  power  whidb  the  Presi- 
dent calls  on  Congress  to  confer  on  the  Execmivei 
Never  shall  any  President,  with  my  vote,  have  sack 
a  power — liable  to  abuse  enough  in  the  hands  of  a 
bank,  but  infinitely  more  so  in  a  national  trea&arr. 
Some  such  measure  as  that  reported  by  Mr.  Ca^ 
ing,  I  feel  no  great  objection  tO;  but  sever,  nevtr 
can  I  be  reconciled  to  the  Executive  schepsr;  mA 
I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  th^t  portion  of  the  pH* 
lie  press  particularly  supporting  the  Pceaidem 
earnestly  engaged  in  recommending  and  argiac 
this  soheme  as  a  happy  mean  between  a  bank  and 
the  independent  treasury.  I  perceive,  wiih  regre, 
not  merely  that  i>  is  an  Administmiion  measoir, 
but  that  it  appears  to  be  pressed  upon  os  withii) 
the  power  and  infiuence  of  the  Adminiftratiaa, 
which,  I  am  bold  to  say,  is  with  me  additjonal  sr- 

Siment  against  it.  With  no  personal  disrespect  to 
e  President—enioying  pleasant  peraomal  relatkas 
with  him,  and  with  every  disposition  to  soppon  hi« 
measures,  as  I  have  frequently  showa  b^  my  voks, 
and  sometimes  by  more  than  votes,  dearoQS  of  co- 
incidence in  political  sentiment  with  hina,— I  caa- 
not  subscribe  to  his  treasury  project 

In  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  much  qoestioD  the  vis* 
dom  of  any  imniediate  action  at  all  on  this  deKeats 
and  dangerous  subject;  strongly  inclining  to  think 
the  act  of  1789,  for  the  present,  the  safiest  wtd  btd 
platform  we  can  rest  upon;  and,  with  noodificaiioi^ 
all  that,  under  any  circumstances,  we  ^ooM  at- 
tempt to  impose  upcm  the  community.  Has  tkis 
House  considered  the  provisions  of  that  a^  wiik 
the  attention  to  which  they  are  entHledl  Has  the 
good  sense  of  the  community  been  awakened  to 
themi  It  establishes  not  only  an  IndeppBdent  treas- 
uiy,  but  an  independent  Secretary  oi  the  Treastry; 
and,  more  than  all,  an  independent  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. It  gives  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uatted 
States  the  custody  of  the  public  raooejr^;  takes  care 
that  those  moneys  shall  consist  of  coin  akme;  ae^ 
cording  to  the  Constitution;  providing  ibr  their 
safekeeping  and  disbursement  much  better  tkan 
they  can  be  kept  by  any  corporators,  or  other  ir^^ 
sponsible  individuals.  Without  being*'a  treasory 
bank  of  issue,  discount,  or  exchequer,  it  is  a  treas- 
ury bank  ofdeposite  and  safekeeping,  guarded  bf 
checks  and  securities,  such  as  it  (s  not  easy  to  ifli- 
prove,  or  relinquish  without  danger.  There  is  a 
clause  in  the  act,  which,  possibly,  even  honorable 
gentlemen  of  this  House,  and  which,  I  am  sore, 
most  of  the  ffood  people  of.  this  country  arc  doi 
aware  of,  authorizing  the  House,  at  all  times,  i&- 
stead  of  allowing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo 
furnish  required  information  in  writing,  to  com- 
mand his  attendance  at  the  bar  of  the  j^rase;  aid 
there,  face  to  face,  toquestion  him  as  to  the  finances, 
the  funds,  and  whatever  eUe  appertains  to  the  mone- 
tary concerns  of  the  United  States.  This  great  and 
peculiar  power  conclusivelv  proves — ^what  those 
who  enacted  that  law  deemea  it — the  coBsUtutioial 
function  and  authority  of  this  Hoose  to  caoirolibe 
Treasury  Department,  enacted  the  responsibili^ 
of  that  department  to  this  House,  and  what  it 
deemed  the  money  and  the  proper  custody  of  the 
money  of  the  GhAremment.  Once  more  I  repeat, 
that  it  will  be  not  without  much  hesitation  thai  I 
consent  to  any  departure  Arom  these  fondamenal 
arrangements.  If  the  couise  of  events  since  has 
heed  such — if  public  sentiment  and  habit  since  have 
become  so  inveterate  as  to  require  some  modifica- 
tion or  enlargement  of  the  act  of  1789,  especially 
now  that  all  banks,  whether  Federal  or  State,  are 
out  of  repute,  let  us  take  no  step  without  the  utmofi 
caution,  and  none  that  is  not  indispensably  neces- 
sary;for  whatever  wedo,4nust  be  experimental  and 
doubtful.  The  act  of  1789,  for  now  near  half  a 
century,  has  remained  unaltered;  and  it  is  likdr  to 
continue  in.  force,  as  it  is  now  in  force,  from  the 
extreme  diificulty  and  hazard  of  supplying  its  place 
with  anything  better,  if  so  good.  Suitable  oaodifica- 
lions  and  extensions  may  be  practicable;  bnt,  com* 
pared  with  the  treasury  project  recommended  by 
the  President,  it  is  infinitely  preferable. 

In  addition  to  Presidential  recommendatioB  aad 
urgency,  and  to  Treasury  so^otfion  of  Um  exche- 
quer sebfintj  we  have  bad  an  argiuMnt  ftga  tbi 
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)cretary  of  State,  in  a  speech  of  which  so  mach 
IS  been  said  on  this  floor  that  1  canoot  refrain 
(un  also  taking  some  notice  of  it.  That  gentle- 
an  had  long  by  his  admirers  becgi  denominated 
god-like  person  for  his  great  inteliectnai  attri- 
ites;  which  paneeyric,  transcended  by  the  western 
ientalismoi  tliis  Uoase,  ha^  been  exaggerated  by 
ich  hyperbolical  eztolliae  as  to  compare  him.  to 
ountains  and  giants,  Vesavius,  Mont  Blanc, 
itan,  Tyger,  Samson,  and  other  similar,  as  it  ap- 
»rs  to  me,  most  extravagant  notice  of  his  sup- 
3sed  superiority. 

He  said  of  himself,  it  seems,   in  a  somewhat 
milar  strain  of  self-complacency,  that,  if  there  is 
lythioff  he  onderstands,  it  is  this  particnlar  snb- 
ct.    I*low,  however  bold  it  may  be  to  take  issue 
ith  such  a  giant,  I  utterly  deny  (judging  from  what 
t  said  In  that  speech)  tnat  he  does  understand  the 
ibject.    At  all  events,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  ex- 
emely  immodest  for  me  to  declare  Ibat,  if  he  un- 
erstands  it  as  well  as  he  boasts  he  does,  I  don't  un- 
erstand  it  at  all.    He  says  he  is  a  bullionist;  which 
deny,  for  no  man  can  be  a  bullionist  who  at- 
«ipts  to  defend  inconvertible  paper-money.     He 
lay  have  studied,  as  be  sajrs  he  did  in  early  life, 
le  English  bnUioii  comroversy,  in  which  Vansit- 
irt  and  his  adherents  insisted  that  paper  is  better 
lan  coin;  and  he  may  have  sided  witn  their  oppo- 
»its,  that  bullion  is  oetter  than  paper,  and,  alone  or 
[mvertible,  makes  money.    But  that  no  more  en- 
tled    him  to  proficiency  in  the  science,  than  a 
lan   would  become    a  learned  divine  by   the 
:udy  of  sermons,  without  ever  reading  the  scrip- 
ores.     Nor  do  I  consider  it  at  all  rash  or  un- 
ecomtng  in  even  so  humble  a  person  as  I  ap^ 
)  deny  that  any  man  understands  this  subject, 
rhatever  he  may  think  or  say  of  bis  own  under- 
tanduig  to  an  audience  at  Faneuil  Hall,  who,  after 
nsisting  on  the  virtues  of  paper  money  as  proof  of 
lis  bollionism.  declares  tnat  it  would  be  a  wise 
'^olation  of  the  monetary  concerns  and  private 
nterests  of  this  country  to  superadd  to  that  enor- 
nity  the -executive  regulation  of  all  its  incalcula- 
de  exchanges.    He  may  be  Vesuvius,  Mont  Blanc, 
ritan,  Tyger,  or  Samson  Agonistes;  and  there 
nay  be  those  who  pronounce  such  speeches  (he 
emanations  of  a  master  mind;  but  I  have  no  hesita- 
ioo  whatever  at  calling  them  crudities,  and  ex- 
posing them  as  puerilities— the  ebullitions  of  ego- 
ism, relying  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  a  master--not  a 
master  aind--for  issuing  as  true  what  is  unques- 
ionably  and  manifestly  not  so.    The  Secretaiy  of 
3tate  pledged  his  reputation  that,  on  a  short  trial 
>f  this  panacea,  ^which  he  claimed  as  his  own 
patent  medicine,^  it  would  prove  an  iafallible  cure, 
ind  give  immediate  relief  to  a  distempered  and 
prostrate  community.    Of  that,  sir,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt.     If  that  gentleman — or  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  say,  if  iwere  to  take  the  relief  of 
intoxication  for  any  distress  I  might,  be  laboring 
onder,  I  should  probably  have  the  ease  and  com- 
fort which  such  a  resort  adminis'ers:  and,  while  it 
lasted,  be  happy,  merry,  content,  and  free  from  all 
complaint.    But  as  our  friend  (the  president  of  the 
temperance  society^   near   me,  [Mr.  Brigos,]    I 
think,  will  agree,  ine  relief  and  happiness  would 
be  extremely  short-lived,  and  not  very  creditable; 
and  I  should  soon  be  more  miserable  than  ever, 
with  aggravated  prostration  of  the  whole  system, 
terrible  headache,  and  still  more  terrible  remorse 
of  disordered  intestines.     In  the   suggestion  of 
sach  relief  as  this,  I  must  say  there  is  no  evidence 
of  that  wise  familiarity  with  this  simple  ^nbject 
arrogated  to  himself  by  the  Secretary  or  State,  and 
seeming  to   be  conceded  to  him  by  those  who 
merely  deny  his  consistency,  without  goin^ further 
and  denying,  as  I  make  bold  to  do,  that  either  his 
scheme  or  his  speech  shows  that  his  is  the  master 
mmd  which  he  and  others  say  it  is.    As  Secretary 
of  State,  and  quasi  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
must  deny  all   odor  of  that  arrogated  mastery, 
whatever  there  may  have  been  of  Senatorial  su- 
premacy formerly.     I  deny  that  to  the  lieges  of 
Boston  there  were  any  masterly  illustrations  of  a 
hackneyed  subject,  or  anything  more  than  egre- 
gious misrepresentation  of  it,  in  its  most  expansive 
and  delusive  aspects,  such  as  the  pupils  of  Vansit- 
lart,  and  other  anti-bnllionists,  might  rejoice  in. 

The  distress  of  the  country  has  been  alarmingly 
depicted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  preced- 
ed me,  [Mr.  BoRNEr.r,;]  and,  sensible  that  the  coun- 
try, If  not  actually  distressed,  is  so  constantly  told 
that  it  is,  as  to  believe  so,  a^  to  think,  perhaps,  that 
Congress  can  relieve  it,  I  <nine  here  determined  to 
IBstea  palientljr  to  all  pUns  saggested  for  that  pur- 


Qpse;  to  give  them  aH  opportuni^  of  consideration; 
and  if  any  one  can  be  snown  likely  to  do  better  tha^ 
the  act  of  1789,  to  vote  for  it.    I  have  heard,  how- 
ever, of  no  approximation  to  such  plan,  except  that 
of  Mr.  GnsHiNe,  which  comes  so  nigh  that  act  and 
the  independent  treasury  that,  pofciblyj  it  may  do. 
But  I  own  my  distrust  of  all  action  at  present;  for 
I  feel  free  to  declare  that  the  terrible  suffering  of 
the  community  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  salu- 
tary—Uie  only  lesson  that  could  bring  it  to  confes- 
sion or  error,  ahd  sincere  resolution  of  amendment 
It  is  worth  volumes  of  legislation,  this  bitter  expe- 
rience.   Besides,  is  the  country  as  much  distressed 
as  it  is  said  to  bel    No  doubt  stagnation,  penury, 
and  discomfort,  the  rich  reduced  to  comparative 
want,  and  the  poor  to  want  of  employment,  prevail 
in  ciUeS}  towns,  and  wherever  bank  influence  disas- 
ters business^  as  it  does,  with  extensive  and  deplo- 
rable sweep,  smiting  right  and  leA  with  desiruetion. 
But  is  this  the  condition  of  the  farming  population— 
of  the  laboring  classes,  except  in  certain  places — 
of  agriculture  at  large,  the  basis  of  all  other  occu- 
pation and  supply  1    Is  not  the  country  recovering 
from  the  prostration  inflicted  by  bank  credits,  and 
their  strumpet  twin  sister,  bank  fraudsl    Though 
the  circulation  is  reduced  to  the  coin  standard,  and 
there  are  banks  enough  left  standing  to  keep  much 
of  that  standard  out   of  use,  hid   inHheir  dark 
vaults,  is  it  true  that  the  country  is  not  slowly  re- 
coveringl    And  will  not  spontaneous  recovery  be 
much  more  stable  and  substantial  than  if  Govern- 
ment attempts  to  hasten  it  by  that  Daedalian  flight 
which  Adam  Smith  mentions^    I  much  incline  to 
believe  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  keep  the 
doctors  offf  and  let  the  patient  alone  in  convales- 
cence.   3^e  must  give  time.    Time  is  an  impor- 
tant element  in  the  revival.    Letting  the  country  re- 
pose, and  reinstate  itself,  is  much  better  than  treas- 
ury nostrums  and  hastening  stimulants.  Remember 
that  all  legislation  must  be  prospective,  experiment- 
al, and,  perhaps,  perilous;  whereas,  as  it  is,  the 
community  is  aroused  to  the  reality,  is  convinced 
of  it,  is  taking  care  of  itself;  is  gradually,  intelli- 
gently, and  substantially  rising  to  permanent  pros- 
perity; has  done  much,  has  learned  much,  is  learn- 
ing and  doing  more,  and  has  abcmdance  of  re- 
sources and  good  sense  to  do  the  rest.    Is  it  palsied, 
as  was  said  by  Mr.  BuaNSLLl  prastrate,  paralyzed, 
incapable  of  recovering  without  help  from  Gtovem- 
raentl    I  think  not — I  trust  not— I  feel  sure  not. 
Last  season  was  one  of  great  production — ^probably 
the  most  so  ever  known — in  cotton,  grain,  flesh,  ev- 
erything; and  though  prices  were  low,  yet  they  will 
improve,   and   are   probably  now   remunerating, 
while  no  treasury  hocus-pocus  can  render  them 
.profitable.     Government   cannot,  by  any  contri- 
vance, suddenly  raise  them,  without  liability  to  as 
sudden  decline;  «nd  let  us  nave  the  manliness  to 
say  to  the  people  that  they  must  help  themselves, 
without  assistance  from  Congress.    Mother  Earth, 
and  her  eldest  son,  Labor,  are  the  great,  if  not  only, 
reliance. 

If  the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  expending 
his  master  mind,  if  such  it  be,  on  treasury  pro- 

I'ects,  would  bestow  it  upon  objects  pertaining  to 
lis  own  department  of  Government,  in  fostering 
and  extending  that  commerce  which  it  was  the  great 
design  of  this  Union  to  develop,  he  would  ex- 
hibit more  attention  to  the  public  welfare  than 
by  any  irregular  attempts,  through  exchequer 
schemes,  to  expand  that  currency  which,  without 
extensive  commerce,  can  never  prosper.  Such 
arrangements  may,  I  think,  be  made  with  other 
countries  as  would  greatly  increase  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Our  exchequer 
may  be  placed  in  Europe,  in  Asia,  and  in  South 
America,'  by  increasing  the  export  of  those  Inesti- 
mable staples  which  are  thegreat  sources  of  nation- 
al wealth  and  American  prosperity.  Instead  of 
,  eighty  or  ninety  millions  of  exports,  why  should 
there  not  be  one  hundred  and  finy  millions  a  year 
sent  out  of  the  country,  and  nearly  as  much 
brought  back  again— much  of  it  in  coin,  in  return 
for  cotton,  grain,  flesh,  rice,  lumber,  and  other 
articlesof  which  we  have  a  superabundance,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  are  in  wanti  Why  may 
not  this  be  done,  even  in  less  time  than  any  specula- 
tive restoration  of  the  currency  by  expansionl 
What  is  there  to  prevent  its  being  the  work  of  even 
the  present  Administration,  which  in  its  remaining 
two  years  may  more  readily  restore  the  finances 
of  the  country,  by  devoting  its  talents  (and  it  has 
talents)  to  the  legitimate  purpose  of  extending  com- 
merce, rather  than  stimulating  circulationi    If  all 


of  the  present  Secretary,  were  earnestly  devoted  to 
this  accomplishment,  1  see  nothing  to  prevenMts 
rapid  success,  with  more  certainty,  and  in  less  time, 
through  the  agency  of  that  department,  than  the 
Treasury.  By  conimercial  Improvement,  relief  will 
be  obtained  through  the  great  arterial  s3rsiem  of 
the  country,  beginning  at  its  heart,  t)y  natural 
means,  and  every  pulsation  would  t>e  healthful: 
whereas,  by  the  superficial  process  of  a  stimulated 
circulation,  the  surface  and  extremities  only  are 
dealt  with,  and  the  result'  is  'necessarily  doubtful, 
and  even  probably  pernicious.  Let  us  act  on  the 
heart,  not  the  extremities.  Among  the  numerous 
rumors  with  which  the  air  of  this  metropolis  Is^ 
alwajTS  agitated,  conjecture  is  afloat  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  is  to  be  sent  abroad  on  a  special 
mission,  to  make  a  commercial  treaty  with  ^gland. 
desirous,  it  is  said,  of  dealing  with  the  United 
States  on  the  basis  of  reciprocity,  and  an  equal  ex- 
change of  our  productions  for  theirs.  Without 
giving  any  opinion  on  the  policy  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement, it  is,  at  all  events,  worthy  of  considera- 
tion by  the  best  talents  of  the  country;  and,  for  one, 
I  am  ready  to  votf  the  necessary  appropriation  for 
the  Secretary *s  foreign  ii)ission.  ["To  get  rid  of 
him,"  said  some  one.)  No,  sir,  not  to  get  rid  of 
him;  but  to  send  him  on  a  most  impctrtant  errand, 
where  I  hope  his  talents  may  be  useful,  and  where 
I  am  sure  they  would  be  much  better  employed 
than  by  making  speeches  at  Boston  on  the  state  of 
the  finances  and  of  parties.  I  take  leave  here,  in 
my  place,  ex  cathedra^  to  recommend  his  attention 
to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Department  of 
State,  and  to  give  up  those  of  the  Treasury  De« 
partment,  for  which  his  speech  at  Faneuil  Hall 
displayed  no  remarkable  aptitude.  Finance  is  not 
his  Ibrte. 

It  Is  quite  a  misapprehension  of  the  state  of  the 
country  to  suppose  that  it  has  gained  nothing  by 
the  uses  of  adversity  within  the  l^st  few  years. 
The  Secretary  of  State  now  acknowledges  that  a 
United  States  bank  isan  obsolete  Idea.  How  long 
is  it  since  he  used  to  say  that  a  note  of  that  bank 
was  better  than  gold  or  silverl  Will  gentlemen 
say  that  nothing  is  gained  by  such  progress  as 
thisl — such  march  of  master  minds'?  With  no  view 
of  making  a  President,  but  because  of  iu?  excel- 
lent instruction^  I  confess  that  I  desire  that  the 
present  state  of  things,  if  its  inflictions  be  not  too 
severe,  may  continue  a  little  longer,  till  the  last 
lingering  attachment  to  the  detestable  infatuation  of 
making  money  out  of  inconvertible  paper,  and 
wealth  out  of  speculation,  may  be  completely  and 
utterly  extirpated.  Are  genlleroen  aware  that 
such  has  been  the  long  usurpation  of  paper  mo- 
ney in  this  country,  thatthe  late  war  witn  England 
was  carried  on  by  it,  almo&t  as  much  as  the  war  of 
the  Revolution!  I  have  taken  the  trouble,  latterly, 
to  ascertain,  from  authentic  sources,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  in  loans  and  treasury 
notes  were  raised  by  acts  of  Congress  during  the 
three  years  of  the  latter  war,  which  are  nearly 
equal  in  relative  proportion' to  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  continental  nroney  issued 
during  the  former.  The  debt  of  the  war  of  1812  is 
all  paid,  to  be  sore;  while  that  of  the  war  of  1776 
remains,  and  will  forever  remain  unsatisfied. 
Such  is  the  history  of  the  United  States— the  histo- 
ry of  a  wonderful  nation  whose  bane  has  been  infat- 
X  uated  predilection  for  paper-money,  notwithstanding 
the  most  abundant  indigenous  means  of  command" 
ing  the  precious  metals;  controlling  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  ah,d  rendering  it  tributary  to  North 
American  advancement,  which,  great  as  it  has 
been,  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  this  infiitua- 
tion. 

*  Mr.  Speaker,  with  (liese  hasty  views— and  I  am 
perfectly  sensible  of  their  extreme  imperfect  ions-—! 
come  to  a  conclusion.  No  member  of  this  wild 
House  can  come  to  it  prepared  to  present  methodi- 
cal arguments.  Nothing  here  is  certain  but  over- 
ruling uncertainly.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
debate,  and  hardly  an^  discussion.  Whoever  ad- 
dresses the  country  m  this  brilltantbogofahall, 
must  bring  all  his  speeches  of  the  whole  session 
jumbled  together  in  his  mind,  and  utter  chance- 
medley  whichever  happens  to  come  foremost.  In 
this  desultory  way  I  have  ventured  to  say  something 
to-day.  I  repeat,  that  the  admirable  act  of  1789  is 
nearly  all  we  need,  and  that  I  fear  departures  from 
its  excellent  and  familiar  organization.  I  am  in- 
alienably devoted  to  the  principle  of  the  independ- 
ent treasury,  and  cannot  bedivorced  from  it— divorce 
of  the  State  from  all  banks,  and  inseparable  union 
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enacted  and  repeftled— enacted  by  my  party,  re- 
pealed by  the  other.  I  hold  this  to  be  a  great  na- 
tional measnie,  iar  above  transient  party.  This 
Administration  may  restore  it,  if  it  will  and  can, 
and  it  shall  have  my  vote— hereafter  a  silent  vote; 
for  I  have  said  all  I  desire  to  say— for  that  great 
contribution  tq  the  public  welfare.  I  do  not  wish 
to  wait  the  advent  of  another  Administration,  with 
whieh  possibly  I  may  be  more  nearly  associated. 
But  I  donbt  all  speculative  action  on  the  subject, 
and  dread  novelty — abominate  expansion.  I  never 
will  fail,  without  the  slightest  reference  to  Presi- 
d^ial  questions,  to  oppose  those  inordinate  and 
monstrous  contrivances  of  aovernmeni— inconver- 
tible paper-money  and  licentious  exchanges  by  legal 
iacilities— as  the  greatest  stain  on  the  character,  the 
most  destractive  canker  on  the  vitals,  of  this  coun- 
try. * 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  PAYNE, 

OF  ALABAMA. 
Jn  the  House  of  RepreserUativeSj  January  28,  1843— 
The  proposition  to  refund  the  fine  lo  General 
Jackson  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  PAYNE  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  rising  lo  address  the  Uonse  this 
morning,  I  feel  somewhat  -  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  felt  a  few  days  ago.  I  had 
reflected  on  this  question,  and  on  some  parts  of  it 
had  wished  to  say  a  few  words;  but,  by  the  post- 
ponement of  its  consideration  Irom  day  to  day. 
mnch  of  what  I  intended  to  have  said  has  escaped 
my  recollection,  and  I  shall  find  it  impossible  to 
strike  on  the  train  \jS  thought  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  of- 
fering such  views  only  as  present  themselves  to  my 
mind  as  I  progress  m  the  discussion.  Besides, 
there  was  another  thought  which  operated  upon 
my  mind  when  I  desired  to  address  the  House  a 
few  days  ago.  I  did  believe  that,  by  making  a 
calm  appeal  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  this 
House,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to 
refund  the  fine  which,  in  my  soul,  I  believe  was 
unjustly  imposed  by  Judge  Hall  upon  Gen.  Jack- 
son, for  declaring  martial  law  at  New  Orleans. 
But  I  have  now  totally  despaired  of  any  such  re- 
sult; the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Botts]  has  convinced  me  that  the  warm  and 
generous  feelings  of  magnanimous  nature  are 
chilled  and  destroyed  by  the  malignity  of  party 
strife  and  the  trammels  of  party  discipline.  I  shall 
not,  therefore,  appeal  to  this  Congress  at  all- Hook 
above  and  beyond  it.  To  the  American  people  I 
appeal.  They  are  the  foimtain  of  justice  in  the 
reward  or  punishment  of  political  men,  as  they 
are  of  all  political  power  in  a  Qovernment  Jike 
ours.  With  them,  this  question  will  stand  upon 
its  own  merit;  it  will  be  disconnected  from  the 
party  conflicts  of  the  day.  The  elevation  of  no 
political  favorite  will  depend  upon  the  rejection  of 
the  bill;  nor  will  the  prospects  ot  any  ambitious  as- 
pirant to  the  Presidency  brighten  by  its  passage. 
The  whole  question  will  be  gauged  by  the  square 
of  juptice;  and  the  only  inciuiry  will  be,  "Was  Qen. 
Jackson  right  or  wrong  in  declarin°^  martial  law 
at  New  Orleans'?"  If  right,  the  bill  ought  to  pas.<«, 
and  the  fine  of  $l,OOQ,  wiih  interest,  0U2I1I  lo  be 
refunded;  it  wrong,  he  merited  his  punishment, 
and  the  fine  ought  not  to  be  remitted.  That  is  the 
ouesiion;  and  it  is  totally  immaterial  what  your 
decision  may  be;  the  people  will  decide  that  ques- 
tion upon  principles  of  strict  justice,  and  command 
fou  to  execute  t/uir  will. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts] 
asks  where  Gen.  Jackson  derived  his  authority  to 
declare  martial  law  at  New  Orleans?  That  in- 
quiry has  been  so  ofien  made,  and  so  fully  answer- 
ed, inat  I  did  not  expect  a  repetiiion  of  it  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Bui,  a?  the  interroga- 
tory has  again  bedn  r.  pealed,  1  will  answer  it  in 
accordance  with  my  -own  views,  and  in  my  own 
way. 

I  shall  not  pretend  that  the  Constitution  or  laws 
of  the  United  Stales  authorize  the  declaration  of 
maitial  law  by  any  authority  whatever.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  Is  unknown  to  the  Const  iiuiion  or  laws;  and 
so  guarded  have  tho.se  persons  been,  upon  whom 
the  people  have  conferred  the  power  to  form  con- 
stitutions, either  State  or  national,  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  constitution  of  a  single  State  in  the 
Union  which  does  not  declare  that  "the  military 
shall  at  all  times  be  sabordiiuite  to  the  civil  power;" 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  incul- 
cates the  same  doctrine. 


That  the  military  shall  always  be  subordinate (p 
the  civil  power,  is  a  fundamental  principle  in  our 
form  of  government;  and  the  genius  of  our  inbtitn- 
tiiHis  requires  that  it  should  be  so.  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  cases  may  not  arise,  in  time  of  war,  when 
a  commander  would  not  only  be  exeusahU^  but 
crimtTuUly  adpabU  if  he  did  not  assume  the  respon- 
sibilityot  declaring  martial  law.  Sir,  what  are 
the  exigencies  of  war  which  would  justify  this 
measure!  I  answer — the  preservation  o(  his  army 
from  destruction;  the  sacking  of  an  important  and 
wealthy  citv,  or  the  devastation  and  ruin  of  his 
country.  To  prevent  any  one  of  these  results, 
would  justify  a  general,  before  any  just  tribunal  on 
earth,  in  declaring  martial  law.  And  to  condemn 
a  commandmg  officer  for  declaring  martial  law 
when  necessary  to  prevent  any  one  of  these  results, 
is  virtually  saying  that  he  should  stand  calmly  by, 
and  witness  the  destruction  of  his  army,  .the  sack- 
ing of  a  city,  or  the  devastation  and  rain  of  his 
country,  when  the  means  were  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

Who  would  tolerate  this  ideal  An  Arnold  might, 
but  no  patriotic  American  could.  It  may  be  asked, 
upon  what  principle  a  commander  can  declare 
martial  law,  where  it  is  conceded  that  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  afford  him  no  authority  to  do  sol  I 
answer,  upon  that  pririciple  of  self-defence  which 
rises  paramount  to  ail  written  law;  and  ihtjustifi,' 
cation  of  the  officer  who  assumes  the  responsibility 
of  acting  upon  that  principle  must  rest  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  If  that  necessity  cannot  be 
made  apparent,  when  called  to  answer  before  the 
civil  authority  of  the  country,  he  will  be  condemned 
and  punished.  But  if  the  necessity  was  apparent, 
and  shown  to  be  so,  he  will  be  honorably  acquitted, 
and  a  grateful  country  will  approve  the  act.  These 
were  ihe  grounds  upon  which  General  Jack3on 
acted  when  he  declared  martial  law  at  New  Orleans, 
as  is  shown  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the 
aid  to  General  Jackson;  which  opinion  is  in  the 
following  words,  and  was  filed  among  the  papers 
of  General  Jack.'on:  "On  the  nature  and  effect  of 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law  by  Major  Greneral 
Jackson,  my  opinion  is,  that  such  proclamation  is 
unkno.wn  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

1st.  "That  it  is  to  be  justified  only  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case;  and  that,  therefore,  the  General 
proclaims  it  at  his  risk,  and  under  his  responsibili- 
ty both  to.  Government  and  individuals.  When 
the  necessity  is  apparent,  he  will  meet  reward  in- 
stead of  punishment  from  his  Government;  and  in- 
dividual claims  for  damage  must  be  appreciated  by 
the  same  rule,  uruler  the  discretion  of  a  jury. 
Should  they,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  de- 
cide falsely  against  their  officer,  they  have  a  right 
(which  they  have  frequently  exerAsed)  of  indemni- 
fying him  for  the  disinterested  responsibility  he 
has  incurred  " 

8dly.  *'Thal  the  effect  of  a  proclamation  of  mar- 
tial law  de  facto  is  to  bring  all  persons  who  may 
happen  to  be  within  the  district  comprised  in  the 
proclamation,  under  the  purview  of  such  law;  and 
therefore  all  persons  capable  of  defending  the 
country  within  the  district  are  subject  lo  such  law. 
by  virtue  of  the  proclamation,  and  may  be  tried 
during  its  continuance  by  virtue  thereof." 

Tl^e?»e  are  ihe  grounds  upon  which  we  place  the 
power  of  General  Jackson  10  proclaim  martial  law 
at  New  Oileans;  and  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  will  consider  his  interroga- 
tory fully  answered. 

Sir,  there  is  another  event  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  in  which  General  Jackson  was  compelled 
to  assume  responsibility,  and  act  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  I  allutle  to  his  invasion  of  Florida, 
then  belonging  lo  the  Spanish  dominions,  and  a 
neutral  tt^rriloiy.  He  reduced  St.  Mark's,  Pensa- 
cola,  nnd  the  fori  of  Barrancas.  This  was  not 
authorized  by  the  ConsiiiiUioo  or  lawsj  no  one  ever 
pretended  that  the  Consiitution  or  laws  authorized 
any  such  invasion  of  neutral  territory.  It  was  an 
act  of  self  defence,  forced  upon  the  commander 
from  the  nece-^sity  of  ihe  case.  Why  this  neces- 
sity 1  TJie  Indians  were  in  the  daily  habit  of  com- 
milling  depredations  upon  our  frontier  settlements, 
and  retreating  with  their  plunder  across  the  Flor- 
ida line,  a  market  for  which  they  found  among 
British  emissaries  stationed  at  St.  Mark's  and  Pen- 
sacola.  The.se  emissaries  also  furnished  the  In- 
dians with  powder  and  the  various  implements  of 
war,  «nd  continued  lo  stimulate  them  to  increased 
exertion,  and  to  ihe  perpetration  of  renewed  cruel- 
ties upon  our  defenceless  women  and  children. 


Now,  sir,  sbonld  General  Jackson  have 
quietly  upon  onr  side  of  'the  line,  until  oer 
ments  were  broken  up,  and  our  ciiizeiis  daa 
ed,   because   the  Constitution  and  laws  dul 
authorize  him  to  march  an  army  into  neatial ! 
ritory?   No;  all  must  admit  that  an  imperious  i 
necessity  fully  justified  the  step  taken  b^  hira,  _ 
the  result  of  the  measure  vindicates  taepobqri 
the  act. 

Sir,  the  King  of  Spain  viewed  the  invtsioi  1 
Florida  as  an  insult  10  his  sovereignty,  aaj  { 
manded  the  punishment  of  General  Jaeksoo.ui^ 
learn  from  a  letter  Written  by  John  GL  Aiia 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Geom  W.  Errj 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain.  I  read  fnmi 
letter  as  follows:  "In  the  fourth  and  last  of 
notes  of  Mr.  Pizarro,  he  has  ^ven  fonnal 
that  the  King,  his  master,  has  issued  orders  fori 
suspension  ot  the  negotiation  between  tbe  Ui 
States  and  Spain,  until  satisfaction  shall  have  I 
made  by  the  American  Government  to  hm 
these  proceedings  of  General  Jackson,  which 
considers  as  acts  of  unequivocal  bostiUtri 
him,  and  83  outrages  npon  his  honor  and  < 
the  only  acceptable  atonement  for  whicb  is 
to  consist  in  a  disavowal  of  the  acts  of  the 
can  general  thus  complained  of;  the  infliciioo 
him  of  a  suitablepunishment  for  his  supposed 
conduct,  and  the  restitution  of  the  posis  and  L.^ 
lories  taken  by  him  from  the  Spanish  -aDthontttii,^ 
&c. 

How  did  Mr.  Adams  answer  this  demand  of  iki 
King  of  Spaini  He  tells  him,  in  this  sane  loat, 
that  "the  occupation  of  these  places  in  Bpaaid 
Florida  by  the  American  comniander  arose  &ni 
incidents  which  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  t^ 
war  against  the  Indians,  from  the  immineni  d& 
ger  in  which  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's  was  of  bei&i 
seized  by  the  Indians  themselves,  and  firomik 
manifestations  of  hostility  to  the  United  Stales  br 
the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  and  the  QoTeraor 
of  Pensacola;  the  proofs  of  which  were  maiie 
known  to  General  Jackson,  and  impelled  him. 
from  the  necessities  of  self-defence,  to  the  steps  cf 
which  the  Spanish  Government  comptains.** 

These  are  the  grounds  as  alleged  by  the  gaxk- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adamb,]  upon 
which  General  Jackson  took  possession  ol  Spaash 
Florida.  Not  because  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
the  United  States  authorized  him  to*  enter  and  oc- 
cupy a  neutral  Jerritory,  but  because  he  was  **vth 
veiled  from  the  necessities  of  self-defence^  to  do  sol 
Now,  if  General  Jackson  was  authorized  opts 
principles  of  necessary  self-defence  to  seize  opoi 
the  fort  of  St.  Mark's,  because  of  the  danger  m'u? 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  how  mod 
more  fully  was  he  justified,  by  the  same  principle 
of  imperious  necessity^  in  declaring  martial  law  ic 
save  ihe  city  of  New  Orleans  from  plunder  aDdd^ 
vastation  by  the  enemy. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  the  gentleman  firoQ 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams]  has  only  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  General  'Jackson  entered 
Florida,  without  approving  his  action  in  that  par- 
ticular. Not  %i.  He  continues:  "Bat  the  Presi- 
dent will  neither  inflict  punishment  nor  pass  cen- 
sure upon  Greneral  Jacksop  for  that  conduct,  tbe 
motives  for  which  were  founded  in  tbe  pares 
patriotism;  of  the  necessities  for  which  he  had  die 
most  immediate  and  efifectnal  means  of  fbraiiii| 
a  judgment;  and  the  vindication  of  which  is  wxi- 
leu  in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  wefiv 
the  first  law  of  nature — self-defence." 

Sir,  there  is  an  additional  recognition  of  that  ptr 
amount  law  of  nature— self-defence — and  anower- 
ful  vindication,  not  only  of  the  acts  of  General  Jacr 
son,  in  entering  the  Spanish  territory,  butot  thema 
tiv>s  npon  ^^ich  that  action  was  founded.  ADd  1 
now  respectfully  submit,  that  every  principle  ia 
volvdd  in  the  declaration  of  martial  law  at  Nei 
Orleans,  was  involved  in  the  case  thusdefend^t 
by  the  gentleman  frbm  Massachusetts.  Why,  ihni 
should  the  gentleman  from  Ma.ssachusetts,  who  u 
ably  defended  General  Jackson  nearly  thirty  year 
since,  now  turn  round  and  become  bis  fevikr 
Sir,  I  will  not  Fay  that  this  change  wasprodooei 
by  the  result  of  the  political  contest  of  18^  bat  I 
tell  the  gentleman  from  Maissachasetts  that  othen 
with  less  charity  for  his  motives,  will  notoal] 
think,  but  declare  that  such  )$  the  fact. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  stated  tne  grounds  ipoi 
which  I  place  the  power  of  a  commanding  oftcei 
to  proclaim  martial  laiL  and  having;  brooi^toB] 
aid  the  learning  and  llperience  of  the  gcBilemti 
from  M«ssacht28eHs  [Mr.  APAitp]  in  lus  boUvdiTs 
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line  on  OeneralJackson'^Air.  Paynes 


H.of  Rq>s, 


l*L  ^^^  proceed  to  examine  into  the  necessity 
ich  actQally  existed,  and  induced  General  Jack- 
i  to  declare  martial  law.  Permit  me  to  ask  what 
tc  of  ttuDgs  actually  existine  in  a  besieged  city 
old  justify  a  proclamation  of  martial  lawl  The 
>wn  existcDce  of  spies  and  traitors,  or  thcdis- 
MTiion  of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  resi- 
st popQlation  of  said  city,  whether  ciiiieus,  den- 
ns,  or  aliens,  woald  fully  justify  the  proclaim- 
:  of  martial  law  by  the  commandiiig  general. 
Mow^  sir,  npon  the  actual  existence  of  treason^ 
i  the  disaffection  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
idenl  pomUUion  of  New  Orleans,  I  base  the 
jcssi^  of  proclaiming  martial  law.  If  no  treason 
disaffection  did  exist,  the  act  was  unnecessary^ 
treason  and  disaffeciion  actually  existed,  a  con- 
Uiog  State  necessity  imperiously  demanded  the 
Klamation  of  martial  law,  and  hence  the  jnsiifi- 
ion  of  General  Jackson. 
3ir,  JQ  order  to  demonstrate  the  actual  existence 
treason  and  disaffection  to  the  American  cau^e, 
nust  avail  myself  of  such  lights  as  history  throws 
on  this  subject;  and,  in  every  instance  in  which 
"efer  lo  history,  the  enemies,  and  not  the  friends 
General  Jackson  will  be  consulted,  because  I 
efer  that  his  vindication  should  rest  upon  his- 
rical  facts,  recorded  by  those  .who  cannot  be 
arged  with  leaning  to  tne  side  of  General  Jack- 

We  find  in  Martin's  History  of  Louisialja,  that 
any  of  the  people  of  that  lemtory  were  original- 
opposed  to  the  transfer  of  said  teiritory  from 
ranee  to  the  United  States.  He  says:  vol.  2,  page 
19,  "that  the  tri-colored  made  room  for  the  striped 
udner,  under  repeated  peals  of  artillery  and  mus- 
5try  •,  a  group  of  citizens  of  the  United  State^. 
ho  stood  on  the  comer  df  the  square,  waved 
eir  hats  in  token  of  respect  for  their  country's 
a^,  and  a  few  of  them  greeted  it  with  their 
Dices.  No  emotion  was  manifested  by  any  other 
m  of  the  crowd."  Again,  page  263,  Martin 
lys:  "Cordero  had  sent  a  large  reinforcement  to 
racogdoches:  Porter  had  not  two  hundred  men 
nder  his  command  on  Red  river.  In  a  letter  to 
)  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  15th  February,  he 
tated  the  great  disaffection  of  the  people  around 
im — nineteen  of  whom  out  of  twenty  preferred  the 
^voemment  of  Spain  to  that  of  the  United  States." 
Sir,  here  is  historical  evidence  that  a  large  pro- 
ortion  of  the  population  of  Louisiana  were  op- 
osed  to  th^  author  ity  of  the  United'States;  although 
(lis  fact  may  not  be  conclusive  as  to  the  actual  ex- 
>tence  ol  treason  during  the  investment  of  New 
>rleans  by  the  British  army,  it  must  nevertheless 
•e  taken  and  considered  as  a  connecting  link  in 
be  chain  of  evidence  which  I  shall  hereaAer  ad- 
lace  upon  this  point. 
1  now  propose  to  show,  from  the  same  historical 
vidence,  (vol.  2d,  page  j23,)  that  treason  did  ac- 
ually  exist  during  the  investment  of  the  city.  It 
rill  be  remembered  that  Nicholls,  the  British  col- 
mel,  afler  his  arrival  at  Pensacola,  issued  a  proc- 
amation  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in  which  "he 
mnotmced  that  on  them  the  first  call  was  then 
nade  to  assist  in  the  liberation  of  their  natal 
•oil  from  a  faithless  and  weak  Govern mfUt.  To 
Spaniards,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  Englishmen, 
whether  residents  or  sojourners  in  Louisiana,  ap- 
plication was  made  for  assistance.  He  gave  as- 
mrances  that  the  inhabitants  had  no  need  to  be 
ilarmed  at  his  approach,  as  the  good  faith  and 
iisinterestedness  which  Britons  bad  manifested 
in  Europe,  would  distingui  di  them  in  America: 

The  Indians,  he  added,  had  pledged  themselves 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  refrain  from  offer- 
ing the  slightest  injary  ^o  ^^Y  ^^^  ^^6  enemies  of 
their  Spanish  and  Briiish  (athers. 

"Addressing  himself  to  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
he  observed,  they  had  too  long  borne  with  griev- 
ous impositions;  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  had 
fallen  on  their  brave  sons.  He  advised  them  to 
be  imposed  on  no  longer,  but  either  to  revenge 
themselves  under  the  standard  of  their  forefathers, 
or  observe  the  strictest  neutrality. 

"He  asked  whether  the  Kentuckians,  afler  the 
experience  of  twenty-one  years,  could  longer  sup- 

Son  those  brawlers  for  liberty,  who  called  i:  free- 
om,  when  themselves  were  fj^ee.  He  advised 
them  not  to  be  duped  any  longer,  and  to  accept  his 
offers;  assuring  them  what  he  had  promised  he 
gnarantied  to  them,  on  the  sound  honor  of  a  British, 
officer.** 

Sir,  such  were  the  mean^  resorted  lo,  to  seduce 
our  people  from  the  allegiance  dae  to  their  own 
Qmrpmeni}  and  I  lament,  for  the  honor  of  man 


; 


and  the  dignity  of  his  nature,  that  any  individual 
could  havebeen  found  so  base,  as  to  aid  in  the  ac* 
complishment  of  this  wicked  attempt  npon  the  pa- 
triotism of  otir  people.  Upon  the  brave  Ken- 
tuckians Qo  their  honor  be  it  said)  this  appeal 
had  no  influence;  they  would  neither  oteerve 
"neutrality,"  nor  "revenge  themselves"  upon  their 
brothers,  under  "the  standard  oi  their  forefathers." 
Not  so  with  others;  for  we  find  (page  387  of  Mar- 
tin's History)  that  "emissaries  were  sent  with  copies 
of  this  prt)clama!ion  over  the  coimtry,  between 
Mobile  river  and  the  Mississippi." 

This  wasthe-work  of  treason;  and  1  note  the  fact, 
fits  conclusive  evidence  of  its  actual  existence  at 
the  time.  I  proceed  with  my  evidence  from  the 
same  work.  On  page  340  we  find  Claiborne,  the 
Qovernorof  Louisiana,  saying  lo  Gkneral  Jackson: 
"I  think,  with  yon,  that  our  country  is  full  ot 
spies  and  traitors."  On  page  364  ol  the  same  VjOl- 
ume,  we  find  that  during  the  engagement  between 
the  British  and  American  lines  on  the  28th  De- 
cember, General  Jackson  was  informed  that  "the 
assemblv  were  about  to  give  up  the  country  to  the 
enemy." 

AH  these  are  important  facts,  which  show  the  ex- 
istence of  treason  in  Louisiana,  at  the  timeGreneral 
Jackson  proclaimed  martial  law.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, in  the  charge  of  treason,  to  involve  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana;  but  I  regret  that  I  have 
not  been  abletoj)rocu re  a  copy  of  the  journals  of 
that  body,  since  questions  may  have  been  started, 
and  propositiotis  enterlaiiied,  which  would  go  far 
to  relieve  the  character  of  General  Jackson  from 
the  aspersions  which  Federalism  and  British  in- 
fluence have  at  all  times  cast  upon  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  in 
commenting  nptm  the  order  given  to  GK)vernor 
Claiborne  by  General  Jackson,  to  blow  up  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  if,  in  truth,  it  diu  con- 
template a  surrender  of  the  city  to  the  enemy,  has 
said  that  General  Jackson  acted  upon  vague  sur- 
mise. Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  inform- 
ed us  but  the  other  day,  that  he  had  never  read 
more  than  one  law  book  in  his  life— and  that  one, 
twenty  years  since.  Judging  from  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  just  referred  to,  we  might  suppose 
that  he  had  been  equally  n«*gligent  in  omitting  to 
read  the  history  of  his  e^untry.  I  make  no  such 
charge;  we  know  the  gentleman  has  read  the  his- 
tory of  his  country,  and  the  reasons  for  this  declar- 
ation must  be  sought  in  other  causes. 

Mr.  BoTTS  (Mr.  PATNcyielding  for  explanation) 
said  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  mis- 
understood him  on  that  subjeet.  He  had  only  ^aid 
that  General  Jackson  had  never  given  his  author- 
ity, so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain,  and  he 
never  yet  had  ascertained;  perhaps  the  gentleman 
might  fnmish  it. 

Mr.  Payne.  Sir,  I  am'proceeding  on  the  siippo- 
silion  that  the  ^nileman  bad  omitted  to  rcad^the 
history  of  the  times.  I  regard  this  as  an  important 
charge  against  G^eral  Jackson;  it  does  him  mani- 
fest injustice.  His  vindication  may  be  found  in  a 
letter  dated  31st  December,  1814,  in  camp,  4  miles 
below  Niw  Orleans,  and  directed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana,  in  which  he  says: 

"The  Major  General  commanding  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  both  Houses  of  the  honorable  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  now  in  session,  dated  the 
30th  instant,  and  communicated  to  both  Househ;  to 
which  the  General  gives  the  followins:  answer: 
That,  just  after  the  engagement  between  the  British 
and  American  armies  had  commenced,  on  the  28th 
instant,  when  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and  it 
was  eve rv  instant  expected  they  would  storm  our 
lines,  as  the  General  was  riding  rapidly  from  right 
to  left  of  his  line,  he  was  accosted  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
one  of  his  volunteer  aids,  who  had  just  returned 
from  New  Orleans.  Observing  hiro  to  be  apparently 
agitated,  the  General  stopped,  supposing  him  to  be 
the  bearer  of  some  information  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  and  asked  what  was  the  matter?  He 
replied,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  mes««ge  fiuim 
Governor  Claiborne,  that  the  Assembly  were  about 
lo  give  Dp  the  cf»untry  to  the  enemy. 

"The  Generalwasin  the  act  of  pushing  forward 
along  the  line,  when  Mr.  Duncan  called  after  him. 
and  said:  *the  Governor  expects  orders  what  to  do.^ 
The  General  replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
intelligence;  but  to  desire  the  Gtovemor  to  make 
strict  inquiry  into  the  subject;  and,  if  true,  lo  blow 

ihem  up." 

Colonel  Dcclouet  is  stated  to  be  the  officer  who 
i^ireted  the  message  to  Mr,  Dtmcan*    This  is  a 
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thorough  vindication  of  General  Jackson  from  the 
charge -of  never  having  given  the  world  his  author, 
ta  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  aad  I 
'  trust  he  will  now  consider  me  as  having  furnished 
the  information  he  desired. 

Mr.  BoTTa  here  inquired  what  history  the  ge&« 
tleman.read  fromi 

-  Mr.  Patnb  replied,  from  Martin's  History  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  BoTts  said  he  had  never  read  that  book. 

Mr.  Payne.  So  I  had  supposed,  or  the  charge 
would  never  have  been  maae.  If  General  Jack- 
son had  ordered  the  Lfgi^lature  of  Louisiana  to  be 
blown  up,  upon  indefinite  rumor,  it  would  have 
been  highly  censurable;  but  the  order  given  in  the 
heat  of  battle,  upon  information  derived  from  the 
Governor,  and  then  with  the  qualification  to  "ex- 
amine strictly"  into  the  subject^  and,  iftnte^  blow 
them  up,  is  a  very  different  question.  Sir,  the 
order  was  one  that  I  Would  not  have  fi:iven,  had  it 
'  been  true  that  the  Legislature  was  about  to  give 
up  the  country  to  the  enetny.  Not  thai  they  would 
not  have  deserved  to  be  blown  up,  but  because  I  be- 
lieve gunpowder,  under  such  circumstances,  is  an 
improper  agent  with  which  to  punish iraitors.  Gun- 
powder was  intended  to  be  used  in  the  adjustment 
of  difficulties  between  honorable  men,  or  between 
nations. engaged  in  honorable  warfare.  The  trai- 
tor should  be  punished  with  the  halter,  whenever 
found  in  either  the  person  of  a  judge,  legislator, 
private  citizen,  or  common  soldier. 

Sir,  I  now  turn  from  this  digression  to  the  con* 
tinued  proof  of  the  actual  existence  of  treason 
when  General  Jackson  proclaimed  manial  law  at 
New  Orleans.  I  next  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  statement  contained  in  Latodr's  Me- 
moirs and  History  of  the  War  in  ^est  Florida  and 
Louisiana,  who  has  recorded  the  names  of  ten  fish- 
ermen, of  whom  he  says: 

"These  were  well  known  to  have  aided  the  Brit- 
ish in  disembarking  their  troops,  serving  as  pilots 
on  board  their  vessels  and  boats,  and  acting  as  spies 
for  them,  from  the  period  of  their  arrival  on  our 
coast." 

"It  was  their  practice,  when  they  came  to  town  lo 
sell  their  fish,  to  get  all  the  information  they  could^ 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  to  the  English  when 
they  went  out  to  fish  in  Lake  fiorgne.  On  the  20th 
of  December — the  day  preceding  the  arrjlval  of  the 
detachment  of  American  militia  at  the  village — 
the  British  captain  (Feadre)  had  come  disguised, 
accompanied  dv  the  three  first^named  fishermen,  as 
far  as  the  banic  of  the.  Mississippi;  and  had  even 
tasted  its  waters.  It  was  from  his  report,  afler 
having  thus  examined  the  country,  that  the  enemy 
determined  to  penetrate  by  Villers  canal,  whose 
banks  at  the  time  afibrded*^firm  footing,  from  the 
landing-place  in  the  prairie  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
actual  existence  of  treason  during  the  investment 
by  the  British  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  lii  the 
language  of  the  Governor  and  General  Jackson^ 
the  country  was  "fUletl  with  spies  and  traitors." 

Mr.  MooRB  of  Louisiana  "rose  to  explain. 

Mr.  Payne  said  he  could  not  yield  the  floor.  Un- 
der the  rule,  he  was  allowed  but  one  hour  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject;  and  for  every  '  minute  of  that 
time  he  should  have  important  use.    Beside,  the 

fentleman  from  Louisiana  could  reply  when  he 
ad  finished  his  remarks. 

Sir,  I  have  now  fully  made  out  my  case.  The 
actual  exb^tence  of  trea.son  is  proved  beyond  all 
question.  Hence  the  absolute  necessity  pf  pro- 
claiming martial  law;  and  upon  that  necessity  I 
place  the  justification  of GeneralJackson.  How 
could  the  city  have  been  savedl  how  could  the 
spies  and  traitors  have  been  prevented  from  con- 
veying to  the  enemy  daily  information  of  the 
strength,  condition,  and  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
can armyl  Sir,  in  but  one  way.  It  could  only  be 
done  by  proclaiming  martial  law.  GeneralJack- 
son saw  and  knew  this.  He  felt  the  reisponsibility 
resting  npon  him,  and  adopted  the  only  possible 
means  by  which  |he  city  could  be  saved.  He  pro- 
claimed martial  law,  and  subjected  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  to  military  govern meni,  He  garrisoned 
every  avenue  leading  to  and  from  the  city,  and 
thereby  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
traitors  within  and  the  enemy  without.  Now,  sir, 
what  effect  has  martial  law  upon  persons  within  the 
district  comprised  in  the  proclamationl  I  agree 
wi'h  Mr.  Livingston  in  the  opinion  already  quoted: 
"That  the  effect  of  martial  law,  de  facto,  is  to  bring 
all  persoi^s  who  may  happen  to  be  w|thiii  the  4it> 
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trict  comprised  in  the  proclamation,  under  the  pur- 
view of  sQGli  law;  and,  ibepefore,  all  persons  capa- 
ble of  defending^  the  country  within  the  district,  are 
sutriea  to  such  law  by  virtue  of  the  proclamation,  * 
and  may  be  tried,  during  its  continuance,  by  vir- 
tue thereof." 

Louallier,  a  naturalized  FenchmaUp  and  member 
of  the  Senate  of  Louisiana,  presuming  xxpon  the 
dignity  oi  his  station,  wrote  and  published  a  sedi- 
tious paper,  which  was  calculated  not  only  to  em- 
bolden the  treasonable  portion  of  the  population  of 
LooiBiana,  but  informed  the  enemy  of  the  divis- 
ions and  dissatisfaction  actually  existing  in  regard 
to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. For  writing  and  publishing  this  paper,  he 
was  arrested,  by  the  order  of  Gieceral  Jackson. 
Dominic  A.  Hall  then  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
jms  for  the  xelea^  of  Louallier,  and  thereby  be- 
olime  his  accomplice.  Hall  was  also  arrested. 
Louallier  was  tried  and  acauiited  by  a  court-mar- 
tial^ and  Hall,  after  a  few^ days'  confinement,  was 
sent  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city^  and  released.  If 
there  was  necessity  for  proclaiming  mariiai  law  at 
all,  the  same  necessity  required  that  it  should  be 
preserved.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the  immediate 
arrest  of  Louallier.  Nor  could  be  be  released  un- 
der a  writ  of  habeas  corjms;  for  that  would  have 
been  a  virtual  repeal  ot  the  proclamation,  before 
the  necessity  ended  which  required  its  existence. 
Idoreover,  J  do  not  believe  that  it  would  be  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety  to  admit  the  doc- 
trine, that  a  man  writing  and  publishing  a 
mutinous,  and  seditious  paper,  «in  tbe  midst 
of  a  military  camp,  can  be  uken  from  tbe 
military  by  (be  ci^il  authority,  by  writ  of  habeas 
corpus^  and  discharged.  If  that  doctrine  be  once 
established,  the  spy  or  the  traitor  may  at  any  time 
find  exemption  from  the  punishment  due  to  his 
crimes,  under  the  soiled  ermine  of  some  foreign 
stipendiary^  exercising  judicial  functions  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  New  Orleans  was  placed 
under  garrison,  and  subjected  to  all  the  laws  which 
govern  a  mUUary  camp^  by  virtue  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  martial  law,  I  now  ask,  did  Qen.  Jaclcon 
commit  any  act,  after  the  proclamation,  which  ev- 
ery commander  has  not  a  right  to  do,  at  any  time, 
within  the  limits  of  his  encampment?    Upon  this 

Joint,  I  read  an  argument,  the  other  day,  in  the 
anuary  number  of  the  Democratic  Review,  which 
was  so  conclusive,  and  the  impressions  of  which 
are  now  so  vivid  upon  my  recollection,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  tor  me  to  make  an  argument 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  without  plagiar- 
izing the  one  to  which  1  have  adverted,  i  there- 
fore ask  leave  to  read  to  the  House  this  argument, 
and  to  substitute  it  for^  the  remarks  I  intended  to 
make. 

**Many  Frenchmen  bom,  for  tbe  purpose  of  se- 
curing exemption  from  military  duty,  procured 
certificates  from  th6  French  consul,  declarmg  them 
to  be  subjects  of  the  King  of  France.  These  cer- 
tificates were  given  in  the  midst  of  the  Oeneral*s 
camp,  and  tended  to  weaken  his  means  of  defence. 
by  taking  effective  Soldiers  from  his  ranks,  ana 
producing  dissatisfaction  and  a  spirit  of  mutiny 
among  those  who  remained.  Mif  ht  not  the  Gen- 
eral, in  strict  conformity  of  law,  have  placed  both 
tbe  consul  and  his  proteges  in  confinement  He 
adopted  the  milder  expedient  of  ordering  them  out 
of  his  camp. 

"Then  came  the  publication  of  Louallier,  harshly 
censuring  this  ordet  as  an  act  of  tyranny,  and 
openly  advising  disobedience.  This  publication, 
be  it  remembered,  was  made  in  the  midst  of  the 
camp.  Its  direct  and  manifest  object  was  to  bring 
the  military  authority  into  contempt. 

"The  arrest  of  the  author  was^  in  our  view  of 
the  General's  lawful  authority  over  his  camp,  not 
only  a  matter  of  right,  but  of  indispensable  duly. 
Instead  of  violating  tne  Constitution  and  laws  of 
his  country,  he  but  performed  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion of  executing  them,  by  preserving  the  just  au- 
thority of  its  military  commander  over  its  armies 
and  their  encampments. 

"Yet  it  was  for  this  act  that  Judge  Hall  (himself, 
at  the  moment,  the  subject  of  martial  law,  ana 
abiding  in  the  midst  of  the  camp)  issued  his  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  This  was  making  himself  the 
accomplice  of  Louallier,  in  stirring  up  discontent 
and  moiiny  in  the  camp.  The  same  principles 
which  required  the  arrest  of  the  one,  demanded, 
with  a  louder  voice,  the  restraint  of  the  other. 
The  Judge  was  kept  under  guard  a  few  days,  and 
then  bent  out  of  the  camp,  and  set  at  liberty. 


"The  power  of  the  General,  under  martial  Jaw, 
seems  to  be  altogether  preventive,  except  in  cases 
where  the  law^  itself  provides  for  punishment.  Tn 
this  case,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  preventive  power 
can  only  be  exercised  by  keepmg  the  mischief- 
maker  in  confinement  or  sending  him  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  camp.  In  effect,  this  was  the  result 
in  the  case  of  Louallier,  and  nothing  beyond  it  was 
attempted  in  the  case  of  Judge  HalL 

"Tnese  facts  and  reasons  lead  us  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that,  in  ordering  Fxench  aliens  and  tht 
French  consul  beyond  the  limits  of  his  cam|^  in 
arresting  and  confining  Louallier  for  an  open  at- 
tempt, within  his  camp,  to  produce  discontent  and 
disooedience;  and  in  confining  and  sending  out  of 
his  camp  Judge  Hcdl,  for  attempting  to  sustain 
Louallier— General  Jackson  trampled  on  no  con- 
stitution, and  violated  no  law^  but,  on  the  contrary, 
faithfully  executed  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  a  military  com*- 
mander,  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  his  camp, 
the  safety  of  his  army,  and  the  defence  of  his 
country." 

Sir,  if  the  views  taken  be  correct,  the  blame,  if 
any,  which  attaches  to  G^eneral  Jackson,-  was  lor 
proclaiming  martial  law,  and  not  for  acts  commit- 
ted by  him  subsequent  to  that  proclamation.  When 
upon  that  branch  of  the  &ubject,  I  demonstrated  be- 
yond doubt  that  an  overruling  State  neces^y,  re- 
sulting from  the  conduct  of  the  spies  and  traitors 
known  to  be  in  the  country,  required  the  existence 
of  martial  law  to  save  the  city  from  the  enemy; 
and  upon  that  necessity  I  rest  the  justification  of 
General  Jackson,  and  demand,  as  an  act  of  justice, 
that  the  fine  imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall  be 
refunded  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  luder  con- 
sideratioa. 

Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  could  this  city  have  been 
saved* by  any  other  meansi  This  mterrogatory 
requires  that  I  should  examine,  for  a  few  moments, 
the  means  of  defence,  as  compared  with  the  means 
of  attack.  I  have  already  said  that  we  were  called 
upon  to  defend  a  restless  and  divided  people.  Our 
army  numbered  about  3,000  men,  undisciplined; 
many  of  them  had  never  before  faced  an  enemy, 
and  withal  badly  armed.  What  were  the  means 
of  attackl  An  army  of  14,000  strong,  well  order- 
ed, provided  with  all  the  appliances  of  war,  and 
from  a  country  whose  troops  nad  been  disciplined 
by  a  war  of  twenty  years'  duration,  and  com- 
manded by  the  most  experienced  generals  of  the 
age. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cura- 
ing]  eloquently  said,  the  other  day.  that,  if  we  would 
look  at  the  history  ol  England  during  the  period 
of  the  French  revolution,  and  mark  the  course  of 
that  great  power  in  Asia,  in  Africa,  and  in  Europe, 
we  would  find  it  one  undeviating  course  of  un- 
checked victory  and  glory;  or,  if  we  turn  to  the 
ocean,  we  are  met  by  the  victories  of  St.  Vincent,  of 
Trafalgar,  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  Nile;  and, 
wherever  a  British  ship  met  an  opposing  vessel,  it 
added  a  new  halo  of  giory  to  the  conquering  cross 
of  St.  George. 

Sir,  what  was  the  condition  of  that  gigantic  na- 
tion at  that  timel  She  could  concentrate  nbr  whole 
power  upon  us;  she  feared  no  invasion  from 
France;  the  power  of  Napoleon  had  been  wrenched 
from  its  basis;  his  star  of  glory  had  set;  its  sickly 
and  ominous  glare  had  been  extinguished  upon 
the  plains  of  Belgium.  Nor  did  she  fear  an  insur- 
rection in  Ireland;  the  altars  reared  to  liberty  by 
that  gallant  people  had  been  cloven  down,  and  the 
fires  which  ournt  upon  those  altar?  bad  been  ex- 
tinguished  by  the  blo)od  of  Emmett.  Thus  we  were 
contending  with  a  nation  which  had  torn  the  dia- 
dem from  the  brow  of  the  hero  of  Austerlitz,  and 
shook  asunder  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine.  Sir. 
we  met  them  upon  thi»  plains  of  New  Orleans,  ana 
the  AurIo  Irish  blood— the.  Andrew-Jackson  blood 
— snatcned  the  American  eagle  from  the  fangs  of 
the  British  lion,  and  enabled  her  to  unfurl  her 
winjfs  in  proud  triumph  over  American  arms  and 
American  soil.  Could  this  have  been  done  without 
the  proclamation  of  martial  lawl  No,  sir;  never. 
Three  ^thousand  Americans  could  never  have  re- 
sisted successfully  a  British  armv  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand men,  with  all  the  points  of  attack  designated 
by  the  spies  and  traitors  known  to  be  in  New  Or- 
leans. Assuming  this  to  be  the  fact,  I  ask,  was  it 
jiLst,  was  it  patriotic,  to  impose  a  fine  upon  its  de- 
fender,  its  preserver?  The  whole  American  people 
will  answer  no;  and,  in  their  name,  I  demand  that 
the  fine  be  refunded — ^not  as  a  pecuniary  remune- 
ration,' no,  sir,  as  such,  wt  woold  jiot  receive  it; 
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but  as  a  vindication— a  legislative  visdicaUo&  bv 
an  American  Congiress  of  tlie  repatatioo  of  Ga 
Jackson  from  the  aspersions  with  which  Britkh  it 
fluepce  then,  and  Federalism,  its  twin  sister,  nm 
seeks  to  assail  it. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bom] 
tells  us  that  the  fine  imposed  Inr  Judge  HtU  qm 
General  Jackson  has  been  reionded.  By  wkai 
sirl  The  ladies  of  New  Orleans.  Somnse  tU 
were  true,  and  that  General  Jackson  haa  actaa% 
pocketed  the  money  subscribed  by  the  patriotic h* 
dies  of  that  city:  would  that  justify  this  tiovenaeK 
in  retaining  m  its  treasury  money  which  b^ 
been  improperly  wrenched  from  tkte  hands  cf  i 
public  servant?  No,  sir,  if  the  fkct^  as  alrodj 
stated,  were  true,  and  it  were  improper  to  lefud 
the  money  to  General  JacksoiL  it  should  have  bcei 
handed  over  to  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans,  vboa 
patriotic  zeal  outstripped  the  Government  in  the  d^ 
sire  of  protecting  a  public  officer  in  tbe  discbige 
of  his  military  duty.  I  say  this  fine  of  SWnt 
into  the  public  treasury  wroogfnlly;  and  hm^ 
done  so,  as  a  mere  question  of  honesty,  it  sltoak 
not  nbmain  there. 

But,  sir,  what  are  the  facts  of  this  easel  Wkt 
Judge  fiUill  imposed  this  fine  upon  Greneral  Jack- 
son, it  was  immediately  paid  by  him.  The  ladK* 
of  New  Orleans,  feeling  deeply  tbe  injnsdce  of 
HalPs  conduct,  by  subscription  of  $1  each,  raist: 
the  aiQOunt  of  the  fine  imposed^  and  tendered  it  r 
General  Jackson;  who  immediately  saw  the  m- 
possibility  of  returning  the  money  to  those  by  whos 
it  had  been  subscribed,  and  for  this  reason  a- 
pressed  a  wish  to  those  who  had  the  money  ^ 
it  should  be  distributed  among  the  families  of  tk 
brave  men  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  de^ 
of  these  very  ladies.  What  other  di^^ositici 
respectful  to  these  ladies  and  jost  to  lumxl 
could  General  Jackson  have  sugge^edl  To  lavt 
refused  it  indignantly,  woula  have  been  xit 
just  to  the  motives  of  those  by  whom  it  was  t£s- 
dered;  and  yet,  to  receive  it  as  a  pecuniary  indes- 
niiy  was  impossible,  so  long  as  he  continued  to^ 
Andrew  Jackson.  Sir,  the  opponents  of  tk 
measure  must  bb  hard  pressed  lor  ar^nuneu  % 
plead  these  facts  in  bar  ot  even  a  pecuniary  cliin 
upon  the  treasury. 

Will  it  be  contended  that  we  have  not  the  coi- 
stitutional  power  to  refund  this  moneyl  By  ihost 
at  least,  wHo  voted  to  the  widow  of  General  Hit- 
rison  an  appropriation  of  $'25,000,  such  an  objec- 
tion cannot  be  urged.  Idid  not  vote  for  that  tp 
propriation;  it  was  a  gratuity,  and  I  beheve  thg 
Grovemment  has  no  right,  under  the  Constitatia 
to  bestow  gratuities  from  the  public  treasury.  Bs: 
here  is  a  different  case.  Vou  nave  in  yoar  treassi; 
the  monev  of  a  private  individual,  unjustly  obt&ifr 
ed;  and  there  can  be  no  want  of  power  to  resta.? 
it  to  the  proper  owner.    Suppose  you  refuse  to  dj 

i'ustice,  by  failing  to  refund  this  fine  to  Geoem 
fackson.  what  will  the  people  sayl 

Sir,  they  know  that  yon  have  alreadv  passed  i 
bill  for  the  relief  of  theneirs  of  Hull,  wnosarr* 
dered  an  army  under  circumstances  which  exdiei 
the  strongest  suspicions  that  he  was  guilty  of  tia 
son.  The  people  also  know  that  the  Senate  pssei 
a  bill  fit  the  late  session,  (and  manv  of  the  membtT 
of  this  House  were  anxious  for  the  passage  of  ib« 
same  bill.)  to  pay  the  Massachusetts  militia,  Dotfci 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country,  but  for  rtjts^ 
to  march  over  the  Canada  line  with  the  view  of  t- 
tacking  the  enemy. 

Now,  jsir,  after  all  this,  if  you  refuse  to  refaa! 
the  fine  unjustly  imposed  upon  General  Jacba, 
who  preserved  his  army,  prevented  a  city  from b^ 
ing  sacked,  and  was  himself  the  victor  of  Dtr* 
battles,  the  people  will  denounce  this  Congress  t 
the  most  unjust  and  factiocts  bodj  of  men  ereriy 
sembled  unoer  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [fifr.  A> 
AMs]  insidiously  introduced  in  the  debate  opon  tl^ 
question,  the  name  of  Arnold,  the  traitor—for h^ 
own  amusement,  I  suppose,  but  to  the  evident  mor- 
tification of  the  House.  He  said  that  Arnold  ask- 
ed an  American  in  Europe,  what  the  people  of  t):^ 
United  States  would  do  with  him  if  in  their  pet- 
sessioni  The  American  replied,  that  they  wool 
burv  the  leg  wounded  in  defence  of  his  cooflor 
with  the  "honors  of  war,*'  and  hang  the  reft  of  ^ 
body  for  his  treason. 

Sir,  the  application  of  this  anecdote  to  GeacA 
Jackson,  and  tbe  connexion  of  his  name  wKk^ 
name  of  a  traitor,  is  extQemely  unjust  Thit&- 
tinguished  patriot  hoKls  no  communion  eftberw^ 
the  ''ovett"  traitor,  or  with  hm  tnW  m^M^ 
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M  acts  be  Is  reviled  by  the  one,  as  he  woald  jbe 
'eared  and  shunned  by  the  other.  And  I  tell  the 
Ifttotleman  from  Massachosetts,  that  the  point  of 
his  anecdote,  if  it  has  any,  is  afiplicable  to  hiniself 
ind  his  friends,  who  have  already  shown  Ueir 
'rindsMp  for  BttU  and  the  Massachusetts  militia, 
md  their  increasing  and  deadly  hostility  to  An- 
Irew  Jackson.  Judging  from  these  facts,  and  the 
ndicalions  already  given  by  the  rotes  of  this 
3oase.  if  Arnold  were  now  before  this  Congress, 
lis  body  would  berpensioaed  for  military  services 
0  Federalism  in  the  attempted  betrayal  of  his  conn- 
ry,  and  the  leg  mutilated  in  the  service  of  thdt 
xynntry  would  be  hung  for  its  treason.  I  am  now 
lose  with  the  question  of  the  fine. 

Sir,  the  remaining  moments  of  nxy  hour  I  must 
tevote  to  the  notice  of  a  remark  which  fell  fVom 
he  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Borrs,]  who 
ells  us  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  discover  but  one 
Teen  spot  ia  the  life  ot  General  Jackson,  and  thai 
pas  his  sabmission  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Hall 
Q  the  impos^ou  of  tl^is  fine.  Sir,  bat  one  green 
pot  in  the  life  of  Andrew  Jackson !  I  go  back  to 
lis  bovhood:  when  he  was  a  British  prisoner  du- 
iag  the  ravolationary  war,  he  was  insolently  OT- 
lered  by  a  British  officer  "to  black  his  boots."  Did 
Lndrew  Jackson  obey  this  order  with  the  servile 
^iescence  common  to  his  years  and  situationl 
"Jo,  sir;  he  positively  refused  to  obey,  claimed  the 
reatment  doe  to  a  prisoner  of  war,  and,  although 
n  only  brother  was  sacrificed  and  fell  by  his  side 
rom  the  cruelty  of  his  oppressor,  Andrew  Jackfeon 
oQld  not  be  driven  from  his  position,  or  forced  to 
nbmit  to  the  arrogance  of  his  tyrant.  Was  this 
10  green  spec  in  the  life  of  Andrew  Jacksoni  I 
omc  down  to  the  history  of  the  last  war.  What 
iras  the  condition  of  your  country  tbeni  The  cities 
ipon  your  coast  had  been  sacked:  your  couatry 
'vcrmn;  and  a  hostile  flag  waved  in  proud  tri- 
tnph  from  the  walls  of  this  Capitol.  Gk>  to  the 
^est:  the  tide  of  victory  had  spread  over  the  upper 
•alley  of  the  Micslssippi;  your  "stripes  and  stars" 
railed  in  the  dusi^  your  national  glory  lost:  the 
aassacre  of  the  river  Raisin  and  the  defeat  of  Dud- 
ey  hung  heavily  upon  every  mind;  Kentucky 
loumed  the  loss  of  her  bravest  sons,  whose  bones, 
enied  the  right  of  sepulture,  were  then  bleached 
nd  whitening  upon  the  battlefield  of  disaster.  At 
lis,  the  darkest  period  of  our  national  history,  An- 
rew  Jackson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
American  army.  The  effect  was  like  magic:  hope 
evived;  patriotism  rekindled;  confidencc'was  re- 
tored.  Our  stars  and  stripes  again  floated  in  the 
reeze;  the  canrent  of  disaster  was  checked;  the 
^ve  of  victory  rolled  back;  and  battle  after  battle 
ron  in  quick  succession,  until  the  war  was  ended 
a  the  blaze  of  glory  at  New  Orleans,  to  which  I 
w^  already  adverted. 

Was  there  no  green  spei  in  the  life  of  Andrew 
ackson  resulting  firom  all  thisi  Do  the  battles  of 
•muckfau,  Taladega,  Enotochopco,  and  the  Horse- 
boe,  form  no  ^een  spots  in  the  lite  of  Andrew 
acksonl  Sir,  it  will  require  no  storied  urn  to 
ommemorate  the  deeds  of  that  illustrious  man. 
rbey  are  recoiled  upon  every  page  of  his  country's 
istory.  Nor  will  it  re<^uire  monumental  columns 
>  mark  the  spot  in  which  his  ashes  shall  be  de- 
osited.  The  laurel- will  continue  to  bloom  upon 
is  grave,  bedewed  by  the  tears  of  a  grateful  na- 
OD,  when  the  deeds  and  the  graves  of  those  who 
evile  him  will  be  forgotten  and  buried  beneath  the 
abbish  of  oblivion. 

Mr.  Paynb  was  here  interrupted  by  the  expira- 
on  of  his  hour. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
%  ik^  House  ofReprescntaHves,  JF^ruary  2, 1843— 
On  the  appropriation  to  improve  the  upper  and 
lower  rapids  m  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  CHAniMAif :  This  improvement  is  not  sec- 
lonal.  It  is  not  Western  or  Eastern;  but  it  is 
ational.  It  is  a  great  work  in  which  the  whole 
alien  is  interested.  The  great  loss  of  property 
'hich  occurs  on  the  Mississippi  every  year  is  a 
e>trnctioD,  to  that  amoanl,  of  the  national  wealth, 
fhe  whole  nation  may  be  considered  a  partnership 
irm,  organized  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
iness  of  the  whole  concern;  and  a  loss  of  properly, 
0  matter  in  whose  hands  the  loss  ma^  happen, 
Jid  no  matter  in  what  section  of  the  Union  it  may 
ike  place— in  Maine  or  lowa^yet  it  is  still  a  loss  to 


Western  valley,  and  be  removed  from  Maine  many 
tkqpsand  mil^,  yet  that  State  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  proa>erity  of  the  commerce  of  the  iMis- 
sissippi.  This  is  the  case  with  every  State  in  the 
Union.  And  all  are  deeply  interested  in  thisgieat 
national  improvement.  Do  we  not  see  presented 
to  Congress  great  numbers  of  petitions  from  the 
Atlantic  States,  praying  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  on  thie  Mi^sissippi'^  Those  petitions 
are  signed  by  intelligent  citizens  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States,  who  are  celebrated  for  their  acme 
feelings  of  friendship  to  their  pockets;  and,  there- 
fore, feel  a  lively  interest  in  this  subject. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  the  oM  objection 
raised  by  Southern  gentlemen,  that  these  improve- 
ments are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution.  It  is 
alleged,  that  to  improve  the  Mississippi,  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
When  will  these  exploded  objection^-  ceaisel 

These  ot^ctions  to  this  improvement  remmd 
me  of  the  sentiments  oi  the  honorable  Mr.  Robi- 
soA)  a  -member  of  Congress  from  Virginia,  ex- 
pressed, under  the  solemn  and  awful  approach  of 
death.  The  story  is:  "that  Mr.  Robison,  in  Wash- 
ingt«>n  city,  late  at  night,  rose  in  his  bed,  expeciiug 
to  die  in  a  short  time,  and  told  his  room-mate  not 
to  permit  him  to  be  buried  by  Congress,  as  it  was 
uncoTutitutiontU  to  bury  a  member  of  Congress  at 
the  public  expense."^ 

This  is  carrying  the  doctrine  beyoild  nUraism, 
I  apprehend  it  is  too  late  at  this  day  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  construction  of  the  ConstittHion  on  this 
subject.  All  the  Presidents,  since  the  formation  of 
our  Qovemment,  have  signed  bills  of  the  character 
of  that  which  is  now  before  the  conuniitee;  and,  of 
necessity,  every  Congress  must  have  passed  them. 
Many  of  the  same  individuals  who  were  in  the 
convention  that  framed  the  Constitution,  were  also 
in  the  Congresses  that  passed  these  bills.  And  who 
could  be  more  competent  to  give  to  the  Constitution 
a  proper  constnietion  than  the  very  same  men 
who  made  itl  These  individuals,  justly  famed  for 
their  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  who  may  be  emphati- 
cally called  "the  fathers  of  the  Republic,"  enacted 
laws  of  the  same  character  as  the  bill  now  under 
discussion.  To  enable  the  National  Gk)vernment 
to  "regulate  commerce"  was  one  of  the  main  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  people  to  form  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  And  to  establish 
light-houses,  improve  harbors  on  the  ocean,  make 
surveys  of  the  coasr,  &c.,  dLC^  has  always  been 
considered  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  Mississippi  may  be  considered  the  high  sea 
for  the  commerce  of  the  West;  and  although  the 
river  water  is  fresh,  and  has  not  the  regular  tides 
of  the  ocean  in  it,  yet  the  Constitution  must  have 
the  same  application  to  it  that  it  has  to  the  Atlantic, 
as  to  commerce.  Therefore  improvements  within 
I  his  river  must  fall  within  the  same  class  of  cases 
as  the  establishment  of  lighthouses,  coast  sur- 
veys, haibors,  Ac,  &c..  on  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  hear  constitutional  objec- 
tions raised,  on  a'most  every  occasion,  against 
bills  that  come  before  Congress.  These  objections 
generally  proceed  from  the  South;  and  are  so  com- 
mon, that  they  bring  to  my  recollection  an  anec- 
dote which  happened  in  Kentucky  An  old  farmer 
went  out  back  of  his  field,  into  the  timber,  with  his 
gun,  to  shoot  squirrels.  The  old  man  remained  out 
some  considerable  time,  and  continued  loading  and 
shooting  incessamly  all  the  time.  His  son  thought 
strange  of  it,  and  went  out  to  see  why  it  was  his 
father  kept  up  such  continual  shooting.  On  in- 
quiry, the  ola  man  showed  his  son  the  squirrel  he 
was  shooting  at  still  on  the  tree,  and  in  the  same 

[»lace.  The  boy  saw  no  squirrel  on  the  tree;  but. 
ooking  at  his  father,  he  saw  a  mote  in  the  old 
man's  eyebrow,  which  his  feuher^with  Ku  anxiety 
in  looking  up  in  the  tree — had  construed  to  be  a 
squirrel,  and  had  been  shooting  at  it  all  day.  Thus 
it  is  with  these  gentlemen.  They  have  motes  in 
their  eyebrows,  which  they  magnify,  not  into 
squirrels,  but  into  breaches  of  the  Constitution,  at 
which  they  are  eternally  shooting. 

I  ain,  myself,  in  favor  of  a  limited  construction 
of  the  Constitution;  extending  it  to  embrace  noth- 
ing b^  implication.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  cripple  and  cramp  it,  or  to  pervert  it 
from  it5  original  design.  There  can  exist  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  but  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river  is  such  anational  work  as  is  clearly  embraced 
within  the  constitutional  action  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  to  oe  necessary. 
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of  the  Mississippi,  and  therebjr  save  the  lives  and 
property  that  are  destroreed  on  ii  every  year. 

it  will  be  seen,  by  the  census  returns  for  1840,  that 
there  are  between  six  and  seven  millions  of  people 
wiio  inhabit  the  Mis:as&ippi  valley;  and  they  pro- 
dace  annually,  by  agriculture  alone,  more  tluin  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  great  anaount  of 
popuhition,  and  great  ai^ultural  production  each 
year,  will  satisfy  every  one  of  the  business  and  im- 
po)*tance  of  the  Western  country^ 

This  section,  in  population,  is  greater  than  one* 
third  of  (he  whole  Confederacy;  and  I  presume 
the  same  may  be  said  of  its  productions  and 
wealth.  And  I  would  not  be  astonished  that 
more  than  half  of  the  wealth  which  is  exported 
out  of  the  whole  Union,  proceeds  from  the  valley 
of  the  Mi^iossippi. 

These  statements  will  appear  satisfactory,  when 
the  extent  of  country  and  lertility  of  soil  are  con- 
sidered. The  climate  is  varioOa  from  one  extreme 
to  the  other;  so  that  almost  all  productions  dm  be 
cultivated  in  the  West  wiik  great  profit.  .  I  may 
moreover  add,  that  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mi»> 
sissippi  is  inhabited  by  an  intelligent  and  ener^tic 
race  of  men.  The  inhabitants  are  not  crowded 
together  in  large  cities,  or  in  dense  settlemems, 
to  be  enervated  and  corrupted  by  such  a  condition; 
but  they  possess  youthful  vigor  and  industry,  in 
proportion  to  the  age  of  their  country :  and  witi^ 
such  a  character,  and  in  buch  a  country,  the 
productive  wealth  of  the  West  must  be  consider* 
able. 

What  Would  all  this  enterprising  and  laboriow 
population  do  in  the  West,  were  it  not  for  the 
Mississippil  Of  what  avail  would  be  all  the  sui^ 
plus  productions,  if  no  cheap  conveyance  couM 
be  had  to  marketl  Were  it  not  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  the  sur- 
plus products  of  the  valley  would  rot  on  tne  hands 
of  the  farmers;  and  thereby  the  enterprise  and 
spirit  which  now  enliven  and  animate  the  popula* 
tion  would  absolutely  cease  to  exist. 

The  navigation  of*^  the  Mississippi  and  its  tribu- 
taries being  so  vastly  important  to  ^%  people,  is 
it  not  reasonable  that  they  would  use  it  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  their  abilities'!  The  daring  and  en- 
terprising spirit  of  the  people  indicates  that  they 
know  well  their  interest,  andwilliu  the  same  pro- 
portion pursue  it. 

Almost  the  whole  surplus  productions  of  the 
West  are,  at  some  time  be/ore  they  reach  their 
destination,  floated  on  the  Mississippi;  and  the 
wealth  which  is  received  in  feHirn  is  conveyed 
back  by  the  same  chaimeK  f  presume  that  all  the 
wealth  which  Is  exported  and  imported  on  this 
river  would  amount,  annually,  to  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

Taking  all  these  views  into  consideration,  I 
hesitate  not  to  say  that  there  is  more  wealthy  com- 
mercial business  transacted  on  the  Mississippi  than 
on  any  other  river  in  America.  Ii  must  be  re- 
membered that  this  river  is  more  than  three 
thousand  miles  in  length;  an4  every  mile  of  it  is 
navigated,  more  or  less.,  Xt  is  tru^,  not  much 
business  is  as  yet  transacted  'towards-its  source^ 
but,  when  it  fiows  into  the  Southern  climate,  a 
commerce  of  great  wealth  and  importance  is  car- 
ried on,  through  this  channel,  to  the  ocean.  Many 
intelligent  gentlemen  consider  that  double  as  much 
business  is  dooe  on  this  river  as  on  any  other  in 
the  Uuion;  and,  in  fact,  some  say  three  times  as 
much 'is  done  on  it  as  on  any  other  river  in 
America. 

1  presume  the  river  that  comes  nearest  ro  the 
Mississippi  in  wealthy  commeice,  is  the  Hudson, 
in  fhe  State  of  New  York.  In  uMtkinA  this  com- 
paribon,  I  consider  the  Hudson  as  endmg  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  the  Missi^ippi  at  New 
Orleans.  The  length  of  the  Hudson  cannot  be 
compared  with  the  other;  and,  although  much 
wealth  may  pour  into  the  Huds(Xi  from  the  New 
York  canal,  and  from  the  State,  yet  it  cannot,  in 
my  opinion,  be  compared  with  the  vast  country 
bordering  the  Missisnippi,  and  the  corresponding 
wealth  that  is  shipped  on  that  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  pretend  not  that  all  this  wealth 
which  is  shipped  on 'the  Mississippi  crosses  the 
two  rapids  (which  are  called  the  Des  Moines  and 
Rock  River  rapids)  mentioned  in  the  amendment 
before  the  committee;  yet,  nevertheless,  the  com- 
merce of  a  great  and  a  growing  country  is  .shipped 
over  these  obstructions.  All  the  Iowa  Territory 
is  dependent  on  (he  Mississippi  for  almost  all  its 
commerce.    Its  surplus  produce  ex poirted,  and  mer- 
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must  pass  one  or  both  of  these  raipids.  The  west- 
ern portion  of  Wisconsin  Territory  is  in  the  same 
situation;  and  so  is  the  northwest  section  of  Illinois. 
The  country  above  these  obstrtictioos,  and  adjacent 
40  the  river,  is  growing  fast,  and  is  carrjing  on 
considerable  business  en  the  river  at  present.  The 
lead  from  this  region  that  is  shipped  over  these  rap- 
ids amounts,  during  the  ^rear,  to  millions  and  mo- 
tions of  pounds.  The  liirs  irom  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi  and  St.  Peter's,  that  descend  the  river, 
are  also  considerable.  The  farmers,  whose  indus- 
try has  .so  rapidly  improved  the  country,  eiport 
great  quantities  of  their  surplus  crops  over  these 
obstructions;  and  the  lumber,  from  the  prairies  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior,  consti- 
tutes an  article  of  c(>nsiderable  commerce,  which 
is  also  compelled  to  pass  these  rapids  to  find  a  mar- 
itet. 

-  The  most  careless  observer  of  the  Western  coun- 
try must  be  forced  to  believe  that  the  commerce  on 
the  Mississippi  is  at  present  of  va.st  importance  to 
the  whole  Union,  and  is  increasing  with  the  same 
unparalleled  rapidity  as  the  country  isv  improving. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  loss  of  property  and  de- 
struction of  boats  on  the  Mississippi  have  become 
so  well  known  atl  over  the  Union,  and  so  much  has 
been  written  and  spoken  on  the  occasion,  that  it 
would  be  idle  and  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  por- 
tray these  horrid  scenes;  Every  traveller  on  the 
Missisonpiis  compelled  to  become  a  witness  to  the 
fact.  Ille  hulls  and  wrecks  of  boats  are  so  com- 
mon in  some  parts  of  the  river,  that  a  person  would 
auppose  that  some  horrible  fatality  had  destroyed 
all  that  approached  the  ill-fated  spot.  A  location 
of  this  character  on  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  has  become  celebra- 
ted throughout  the  West,  and  is  known  as  the  "Boat 
Grave- Yard.'"  This  is  the  grave-yard  where  ihe 
finest  steamboats  that  ever  sailed  on  the  Western 
water .<,  with  t|>eir  valuable  cargoes,  were  wrecked 
and  lost;  and  m  this  vicinity  the  steamboat  Eliza 
was  sunk»  and  with  her,  also,  perished  iity  or  sixty 
persons. >  Capt.  Littleton,  the  commander  and  own- 
er of  the  En^a,  not  only  lost  his  vessel,  but  m  the 
confusion,  at  nighty  his  wii'e  and  children  also  per- 
ished with  the  Doat.  Besides  the  valuable  lives 
lost  on  this  rivjer,  more  than  three  millions  and  a 
half  of  property,  within  two  or  three  years,  have 
boftB  destroyed  and  lost,  not  only  to  the  immediate 
OT^rs,  but  lost,  also,  to  the  nation.  These  losses 
and  destruction  of  property  have  not  been  done  in 
a  corner,  or  in  the  oark.  They  all  occurred  in  the 
most  puDlic  thoroughfare  in  the  Union,  and  are 
known  more  or  less  to  every  man  in  the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  facts  being  known  to  Con- 
gress, willil  not  compel  this  body  to  improve  the 
river  to  prevent  similar  losses')  Is  it  not  a  duty  the 
nation  owe  the  people  of  the  West  to  improve  this 

Sreat  national  highwayl  It  is  economy  in  the 
ighest  degree  to  make  this  improvement.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  purposes  of  economy,  I  would  not 
urge  this  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
It  is  to  expend  a  small  sum,  to  save  a  very  great 
one  to  the  {teople.  {s  it  not  economy  for  man  to 
provide  hin^self  support,  rather  than  to  diel  Who 
would  die  rather  than  to  spend  a  few  cente  each 
day  to  sustain  lifel  And  I  might  ask,  with  the 
same  reason,  who  would  not  spend  a  few  cents  on 
the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  rather  than  to 
permit  millions  of  dollars  and  valuable  lives  to  be 
lostl  Who  can  compare  money  to  life?  AH  fcese 
improvemenLs  are  easily  made.  A  small  sum  an- 
nuallv  expended  will  remove  the^  snags  from  the 
Mississippi,  andrender  a  safe  navigation  over  the 
rapids  of  Des  Moines  and  Rock  river,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  amendment  now  before  the  cbm- 
mittee. 

The  low  state  of  the  treasuiy  cannot  be  urged 
against  this  improvement,  as  it  is  a  measure  of 
economy^  and  will  directly  advance  the  public  in- 
terest. Because  a  man  is  poor,  should  he  cease  to 
call  The  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  is  al- 
most as  essential  to  Commerce  as  eating  is  to  fin 
animal.  There  is  no  improvement  in  all  this  ex- 
tended cotifederacy  so  essential  to  commerce  as  the 
improvement  of  this  river.  This  work,  carried 
out  to  a  reasonable  extent]  will  save  more  lives 
and  more  wealth  than  any  other  improvement  in 
America.  Admitting  the  treasury  to  be  almost 
empty,  the  country  is  wealthy,  and  full  of  resources. 
No  famine,  pestilence,  or  war,  has  visited  the  peo- 
ple; all  are  vi^rous  and  industrious.  It  is  no  ex- 
cuse that  the  treasury  is  not  overflowing,  that  this 
improvement  should  not  be  made.  Can  we  si6p 
the  commerce  on  the  hver,  or  prevent  the  loss  of 


lives  and  property  on  it,  umil  the  treasury  is  fulH 
There  can  exist  no  solid  reas<»  a^nst  tha  im- 
provement; and  I  hope  the  appropriation  will  be 
made. 

The  honorable  delegate  from  Iowa  Territory 
[Mr.  A.  C.  D(MX»]  has  agreed  that  the  sum  of  fif- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  had  been  reported  in  a 
bill  to  construct  roads  in  said  Territory,  should  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  these  rapids^d  has 
proposed  the  amendment  accordingly.  Thi^  ar- 
rangement of  the  delegate  is  honorable  to  the  patriot- 
ism and  enlighiened  views  of  that  gentleman,  as  no 
improvement  can  equal  in  importance  and  utility 
that  on  the  Mississippi 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  MERIWETHER, 

OF  GEORGIA. 
In  ike  Home  of  RepreserUalives.  February  4,  1843-^ 
On  his  motion  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  navy 
twenty  per  cent 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  it  was  from  no 
hostility  to  the  service  that  he  desired  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  navy.  It  had  been  increased  in  1835 
to  meet  the  increase  of  labor  elsewhere,  &c ;  and  a 
decline  having  taken  place  there,  he  thought  a  cor- 
responding decline  should  take  place  in  the  price 
of  labor  in  the  navy. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  this  House  called 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  statement  of  the 
pay  allowed  each  ofiicer  previous  to  the  act  of  1^5. 
From  the  answer  to  that  resolution,  Mr.  M.  de- 
rived ihcfacts  which  he  should  state  to  the  House. . 
He  was  desirous  of  getting  the  exact  amount  re- 
ceived by  each  grade  of  officers,  tt)  show  the  pre- 
cise increase  by  the  act  of  1835.  Aided  by  that 
report,  the  Biennial  Register  of  1828, and  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1889.  furnishing 
the  estimates  for  the  "full  pay  and  full  rations"  of 
each  grade  of  officers,  he  was  enabled  to  present  the 
entire  facts  accurately. 

Previous  to  that  time,  the  classification  of  officers 
was  different  from  what  it  has  been  since;  but,  as 
iaras  like  services  have  been  rendered  under  each 
classification,  the  comparative  pay  is  presented 
under  each. 

Previous  to  1835,  the  pav  of  the  "commanding 
officer  of  the  navy"  was  1100  per  month,  and  six- 
teen rations  per  clay,  valued  at  85  cents  each  ration; 
which  amoimted,  *'full  pay  and  full  rations,"  to 
82,660  per  annum.  The  same  officer  as  senior 
captain  in  service  receives  now  $4,500;  while  "on 
leave,"  he  receives  S3,500  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "captain  commanding  a  squad- 
ron" received  the  same  pay  as  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  navv,  and  the  same  rations;  amounting, 
in  all,  to  $2,660;  that  same  officer,  exercising  the 
same  command,  receives  now  9^,000. 

Before  1835,  a  captain  commanding  a  vessel  of 
32  guns  and  upwards,  received  tlOO  per  month 
and  eight  rations  per  day— beinz  a  total  of  Sl,930 
per.aunum;  a  captain  commanding  a  vessel  of  20 
and  under  33  guns,  received  S75  per  month  and  six 
rations  per  day— amounting  to  ^1,447  50  per  an- 
num. Since  1835,  these  same  captains,  when  per- 
forming these  same  duties,  receive  $3,500;  and 
when  at  home,  by  their  firesides,  "waiting  orders," 
receive  S2,500  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "master  commanding^'  received 
$60  per  month  and  five  rations  per  day — amounU 
ing  to  $1,176  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  the 
sime  officer,  in  sea  service,  receives  $2,500  per  an- 
num; at  other  duty,  $2,100  per  annum;  and  "waiting 
orders,"  $1,800  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "lieutenant  commanding" received 
$50  per  month  and  four  rations  per  day;  which 
amounted  to  $965  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  the 
same  officer  receives,  for  similar  services,  $1,800 
per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  lieutenant  on  other  duty  received 
$40  per  month  and  three  rations  per  day — amount- 
ing to  $761  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  for  the 
same  services, that  same  officer  has  received  $1,500 
per  annum;  and  when  "waiting  orders,"  81,200  per 
annum. 

Before  1835,  a  midshipman  received  $19  per 
month  and  one  ration  per  day — making  $319  25  per 
annum.  Since  that  time,  a  passed  midshipman  on 
duty  received  $750  per  annum;  if  "waiting  orders," 
$600;  a  midshipman  received,  in  sea  service,  $400; 
on  other  duty,  $350;  and  "waiting  orders,"  $300 
per  annum. 

^  Surgeons,  before  1835,  received  $50  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day— amounting  to  $787  50^ 


they  now  receive  from  $1,000  to  $3,700  per  u< 
num. 

Before  1835,  a  "schoolmaster"  received  $25  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day;  now,  under  de 
name  of  a  professor,  he  receives  $1,800  per  aann. 

Before  1835,  a  carpenter,  boatswain,  and  gnMt 
received  $20  per  month  and  two  ratioos  per  day- 
making  $427  50  each  per  annua;  they  bov  rw 
ceive,  if  employed  ona«hip-of  tbe-line,  $760,  oa 
a  frigate  S600,  on  other  duty  ^^500,  and  "wti^ 
orders"  $360  per  annum.  A  similar  increue  kas 
been  made  in  the  pay  of  aU  other  officers.  Tke 
pay  of  seamen  has  not  been  enlarged,  tad  it  is 
proposed  to  leave  it  aa  it  is.  In  several  iostnn^ 
an  officer  idle,  "  waiting  orders,"  receivei  me 
pay  now  than  one  ol  similar  grade  received  dorig 
the  late  war,  when  he  exposed  his  life  inbuleii 
defence  of  his  country.  At  the  navy-vards  the  |i^ 
of  officers  was  greater  than  at  sea.  Before  18X,  a 
captain  commandant  received  ibr  pay,  niioas, 
candles,  and  servants'  hire,  S3,013  per  aflnam,be> 
sides  fuel;  the  same  officer,  for  the  aameserrjcai, 
receives  now  $3,500  per  annum. 

A  master  commandant  received  $1,408  per  a* 
num,  with  fuel;  the  same  officer  now  reeeiia 
$2,100  per  annum.  A  liemenant  received  1077, 
with  fuel;  the  same  officer  receives  now  I1J50IL 

At  naval  stations,  before  the  act  of  1835,  a  cap- 
tain received  $2,660  per  annum;  he  now  receire 
$3,500  per  annum.  A  lieutenant  received  fXl 
per  annnuL  find  he  now  receives  $1,500  per  aa- 
num.  Before  and  since  the  act  of  1836,<raaiten 
were  furnished  the  officers  at  navy  yaiids  aad 
stations.  Before  that  time,  the  pay  and  emota- 
ments  were  estimated  lor  in  dollars  and  cents,  aad 
appropriated  ibr  as  pa3r;  and  the  foregoinc  8iat6 
ments  are  taken  from  the  actual  "estimates^  of  the 
Na^  Depatiment,  and,  as  such,  show  the  whole 
pay  and  emoluments  received  by  each  officer. 

The  effect  of  this  increase  of  pay  has  been  re- 
alized preiodicially  in  more  ways  than  one.  h 
the  year  1824,  there  were  afloat,  in  the  navj,  4M 
guns;  in  1843,  946  guns.  The  cost  of  the  ite&af 
pay  alone  for  each  gun,  then,  was  $2,360;  now,  tbe 
cost  is  $3,500. 

The  naval  service  has  become,  to  a  great  ezteat, 
one  of  ease  and  of  idleness.  The  high  pay  has 
rendered  its  offices  mostly  sinecures^  hoice  the 
great  effort  to  increase  the  number  of  officers.  Er* 
ery  argument  has  been  used,  every  entreaty  reaoit* 
ed  to,  to  augment  that  corps.  We  have  aeeo  the 
effect  of  this,  that  m  one  year  (1841)  there  wen 
added  13  captains,  41  commanders,  42  lieotesaaii, 
and  163  midfshipipen,  wiihout  any  poniUy  conceir- 
able  can.se  for  trie  increase;  and  when,  at  the  saw 
time,  these  appointments  were  made,  there  wereV 
captains  "waning  orders,"  and  6  "on  leafef  % 
commanders  "waiting  orders,"  and  3  "on  leare;' 
103  lieutenants  "on  leave  and  waiting  orders,"  aad 
16  midshipmen  "on  leave  and  waiiingordens."  The 
pay  of  officers  "waiting  orders''  aunonnted,  dsriag 
th<>  year  1^41,  to  $261,000;  and  now  the  anomtr^ 
quired  for  the  pay  of  that  same  idle  corps,  iaereas- 
ed  by  a  useless  and  unnecessary  increaw  of  the 
navy,  is  $395,000!  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice, 
that,  under  the  old  pay  in  1824,  there  were  96  en- 
tains,  4  of  whom  were  "waiting  orders;"  of  30 
commanders,  only  7  were  "waiting  orders."  U&> 
der  the  new  pay,  in  1843|  there  are  6B  capt&iiis,{i^ 
whom  38  are  "waiting  orders;**  97  commaoderst  of 
whom  57  are  "waiting  orders  and  on  leave." 

The  item  of  pay,  in  1841,  amounted  to  13,335^, 
and  we  are  asked  to  a^mropriate  for  the  nezttwelfe 
months  $3,333,139.  To  give  employment  lo  e 
many  officers  as  possible,  it  is  proposed  to  exlead 
greatly  Qur  naval  force;  increasing  the  nainbetct 
our  vessels  in  commission  largely,  and  nponeren 
station,  notwithstanding  our  commerce  is  redooe^ 
and  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  aad  bn 
actually  purchased  our  peace  from  the  only  natica 
from  which  we  apprehended  difficulty. 

It  was  staled  somewhere,  in  some  of  the  repoits 
that  the  appropriation  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  courts-martial  in  the  navy  wooldhe,  ths 
year,  $50^000.  This  was  a  very  large  amooot,  who 
contrasted  with  the  service.  The  disorderly ooa- 
duct  of  the  navy  was  notorious — no  one  could  k- 
fend  it.  The  country  was  losinsr  confidence  ia  ^ 
daily,  and  becoming  more  unwilling  to  bear  (k 
burdens  of  taxation  to  foster  or  sustain  it.  A  let 
years  since,  its  expenditures  did  not  exceed Ibff 
millions  and  a  half:  they  are  now  up  toaearej^ 
millions  of  dollars.  Its  expense  is  greater  mr 
than  during  the  late  war  with  En^laacL  Son^ 
Standing  the  unequivocal  MtonKuns  ^-(tapm 
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u  the  last  session,  against  the  increase  of  the  navy, 
ind  in  favor  of  its  re4uction,  the  Secretary  passes 
lH  unheeded,  and  moves  on  in  bis  bold  career  of 
dly  and  extravagance,  without'  abiding  for  a  mo- 
nent  any  will  but  his  own.  Nothing  more  can  be 
loped  for,  so  lonfi^  as  the  navy  has  such  a  host  of 
tackers,  urging  its  increase  and  extravagance — 
rom  motives  of  personal  interest  too  often.  The 
Lxe  shoidd  be  laid  at  once  to  the  root  of  the  evil: 
:at  down  the  pay,  and  it  will  not  then  be  sought 
lAer  so  iftuch  as  a  convenient  resort  for  idlers, 
vho  seek  the  offices  for  the  pav,  expecting  and  in- 
ending  that  bat  little  service  shall  be  rendered  in 
^um,  because  but  very  little  is  needed.  The 
alaries  are  far  beyond  any  compensation  paid  to 
tny  other  officer  of  Government,  either  State  or 
federal,  for  corresponding  services.  A  lieutenant 
«ceives  higher  pa^  than  .a  tery  large  majority  of 
he  jodges  of  the  highest  judicatories  known  to  the 
}tat«%  a  commander  far  surpasses  them,  and  equals 
he  salaries  of  a  majority  oi  the  Governors  ot  the 
States.  Remove  the  temptation  which  high  pay 
tnd  no  labor  present,  and  you  will  obviate  the  evil. 
?at  down  the  salaries  to  where  they  were  before 
he  act  of  1835,  and  you  will  have  no  greater 
!ffort  after  its  offices  than  you  had  before.  So 
ong  as  the  salaries  are  higher  than  similar 
alents  can  command  in  civil  life,  so  long  will 
ipplicants  flock  to  the  navy  for  admission,  and 
he  constant  tendency  will  be  to  increase  its  ex- 
>enses.  The  policy  of  our  Government  is  to  keep 
I  very  small  army  and  navy  during  time  of  peace, 
o  insare  light  taxes,  and  to  induce  the  preponder- 
uice  of  the  civil  over  the  military  authoriues.  In 
ime  of  peace,  we  shall  meet  with  no  difficulty  in 
sustaining  an  efficient  navy,  as  we  always  have 
lone.  In  time  of  war,  patriotism  will  call  forth 
>Mr  people  to  the  service.  Those  who  would  not 
leed  this  call  are  not  wanted;  for  those  who  fight 
tor  pay  will,  under  all  circumstances,  fight  for  those 
ivho  will  pay  the  best.  The  navy  cannot  complain 
>f  this  proposed  reduction*,  for  its  pay  was  increased 
o  view  01  the  increasing  value  of  (abor  and  prop- 
erty throughout  the  whole  country.  No  other  pay 
jvas  increased;  and  why  should  not  this  be  re- 
lucedl— not  the  whole  amount  actually  increased, 
mt  only  a  small  portion  of  the  increased  It  is  due 
o  the  country;  and  no  one  should  object.  We 
ire  now  supporling  the  Government  on  borrowed 
noney.  The  revenues  will  not  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
»ort  It  hereafter;  and  reduction  has  to  take  place 
<x>ner  or  later,  and  upon  some  one  or  all  of  the  de- 
Mirtments.  Upon  which  ought  it  to  fall  moreprop- 
!rly  than  on  that  which  has  oeen  defended  against 
he  prejudices  resulting  from  the  high  prices  which 
lave  recently  fallen  upon  every  department  of  la- 
K)r  and  property*? 

By  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed, 
here  will  be  a  permanent  annual  saving  of  about 
t400,000  in  the  single  item  of  pay.  And,  from  the 
imbarrassed  condition  of  the  treiisury,  so  large  a 
Qtn  of  money  might,  with  the  greatest  propriety, 
«  saved;  more  especially  since,  by  the  late  British 
realy  concluded  at  this  place,  an  annual  increase 
s  to  be  made  to  the  navy  expenditures  of  some 
^600,000,  as  it  is  stated,  to  keep  a  useless  squadron 
tn  the  coast  of  AfYica.  The  estimates  for  pay  for 
he  present  year  greatly  exceed  those  of  the  last 
'ear.  We  appropriated  for  the  last  year's  service 
or  pey,  &c.,  S*2,335,000.  The  sum  asked  for  the 
ame  service  this  year  is  S*2,953.139.  Besides',  there 
here  is  the  sum  of  $380,000  asked  for  clothing— a 
lew  appropriation,  never  asked  for  before.  The 
lothing  for  seamen  being  paid  for  by  themselves. 
o  much  of  the  item  of  pay  as  was  necessary  had 
litherto  been  expended  in  clothing  for  them,  which 
vas  received  by  them  in  lieu  of  money.  Now,  a 
leparate  fimd  is  asked,  which  is  to  be  used  as  pay, 
ind  will  increase  that  item  so  much,  making  a  sum- 
olal  of  $3,333,139;  which  is  an  excess  of  $998,139 
)ver  and  above  tiiat  appropriated  for  the  like  pur- 
>ose  last  session. 

It  seems  not  to  be  necessary  absolutely  to  make 
his  increased  appropriation.     The  Secretary  of 
he  Navy  says  that  his  plan  of  keeping  the  ships 
failing  over  the  ocean  (wher^  possibly  no  vessel 
)an  or  will  see  them,  and  where  the  people  with 
pvhom  we  trade  can  never  learn  anything  of  our 
rreatness,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  our  ships 
Tom  their  ports,  being  kept  constantly  sailing  from ' 
itatioQ  to  station)  will  "require  larger  squadrons; 
b€Ui  we  have  heretofore  employed."     He  then 
:lates  that  his  estimates  are  prepared  for  jqnad- 
•ons  upon  this  large  and  expensive  plan.     "This," ; 
le  sajrs,  "it  is  my  duty  to  do,  submitting  to  Con- 


gress to  determine  whether,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, so  large  a  force  can  properly  be  put  in  com- 
mission or  not.  f£  the  eondiiion  of  the  treasnry 
will  warrant  it,  (of  which  they  are  the  judges,)  1 
have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  largest 
force  estimated  for.''  It  is  well  known  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  treasnry  will  not  warrant  this  force. 
We  mnst  fall  back  upon  the  force  of  last  year,  as 
the  uUimatun  that  can  be  sustained.  Our  appro- 
priations for  ^ay  last  year  were  $1,000,000  less 
than  those  now  asked  for.  This  can  be  cut  off 
without  prejudice  to  the  service;  and  with  the  re-  , 
duction  proposed  in  the  salaries,  $1,400,000  can  be 
saved  from  waste,  and  applied  to  sustain  a  depleted 
treasury.  Increase  is  now  unreasonable  and  im- 
practicable. 

A  portion  of  the  home  squadron,  authorized  in 
September,  1841,  has  not  yet  gone  to  sea,  for  the 
want  of  seamen.  While  our  commerce  is  failing, 
and*  our  sailors  are  idle,  they  will  not  enter  the 
service.  The  flag-ship  of  that  squadron  Is  yet  in 
port  without  her  complement  of  men.  Why,  then, 
only  increase  officers  and  build  ships,  when  you 
cannot  get  men  to  man  themi 

Note.— The  following  is  the  law  fixing  the  pay 
of  the  navy.    GJordon'a  Digest,  page  670: 

The  pajr  of  oaptains,  commanding  ships  of  32 
guns  and  upwards,  shall  be  $100  per  month,  and 
eught  rations  per  aay;  of  captains,  commanding 
ships  of  20  and  under  32gun.s,  $75  per  month,  and 
six  rations  per  day;  of  a  master-commandant,  $60 
per  month  and  five  rations  per  day;  and  of  lieuten- 
ants, who  may  command  tne  snudler  vessels,  $50 
per  month  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Whenever  any  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  command  of  a  squadron  oa  separate 
service,  the  allowance  of  rations  to  such  command- 
ing officer  shall  be  doubled  during  the  continuance 
of  such  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  tne  navy,  whose  allow- 
ance while  in  service  shall  always  be  at  the  rate  of 
sixteen  rations  per  day. 

The  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  respective  com- 
mission and  warrant  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 

A  lieutenant  less  than  a  master-commandant,  or 
lieutenant  commanding  a  small  vessel,  $40  per 
month,  and  three  rations  per  day;  a  chaplain,  $40 
per  month  and  two  rations  per  day;  a  sailing-mas- 
ter, $40  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day;  a 
surgeon,  $50 per  month  and  two  rations  per  day,  die. 
.  By  the  act  of  26th  August,  1842,  the  pay  of  other 
officers  is  increased,  to  wii: 

Boatswain.s,  gunners,  carpenters,  andsailmakers, 
now  receive  per  annum        -  -  -    $800 

On  other  duty    -  -  -  -      700 

On  leave  or  waiting  orders  for  the  first 

10  years  -  -  -  -      500 

'And  after  -  .  -  -      600 


Pay  since  1835. 
Senior  captain,  in  service 

waiting  orders  - 
Captain  of  a  squadron    -  - 

on  other  duty    -  -  - 

waiting  orders  -  -  - 

CJommander,  in  sea  service 

^on  other  duly       -  -    * 

waiting  orders 
Lieutenants  commanding 
on  other  duty 
waitinjg  orders 
Surgeons,  from$l,WK)  per  annum  to     - 
Assistant  surgeons,  waiting  orders 

and  from  that  sum  to  $1,200  per  annum. 
Pursers,  on  ship  of  the  line 

on  a  frigate      -  -  - 

on  other  duty,  from  $1,500  to  - 
Chaplains,  in  sea  service 

on  leave       -  -  - 

Midshipmen,  waiting  orders     - 
on  sea  service     - 
Passed  midshipmen ,  on  sea  service 

waiting  orders 
Masters,  of  a  ship  at  sea 
on  other  duty  - 
waiting  orders 
Boatswains,  guimers.  carpenters,  and 
sailmakers,  from  $700  to  $800  per 
annum;  waiting  orders  $500. 
Chief  naval  constructor 
6  naval  constructors,  each 
Naval  storekeepers,  from  $1,400  to 


$4,500 
3,500 
4,000 
3,500 
2,500 
2,500 
2,100 
1,800 
1,800 
1,500 
1,200 
2,700 
650 

3,500 

3,000 

2,500 

1,200 

800 

900 

400 

750 

600 

1,100 

1,000 

750 


3,000 
2,300 
1,700 


1842, 

pay  appropriated 

. 

1841 

do. 

do. 

. 

1840 

do. 

do. 

• 

1839 

do. 

do. 

m                         s 

ia38 

da 

do. 

•          • 

1837 

do. 

do. 

. 

1836 

do. 

do.   « 

. 

1835, 

pay  and  subsistence 

. 

1834 

do. 

do. 

. 

1833 

do. 

do. 

••                    W 

1832 

do. 

do. 

• 

1831 

do. 

do. 

. 

1830 

do. 

do. 

. 

1^ 

do. 

do. 

. 

1828 

do. 

do. 

w            m 

1827 

do. 

do. 

m 

1826 

do. 

do. 

- 

1825 

do. 

do. 

to          ■ 

1824 

do. 

do. 

m                            m 

1823 

do. 

do. 

- 

1822 

do. 

do. 

•           • 

1821 

do. 

do. 

-- 

1820 

do. 

do. 

- 

1819 

do. 

do. 

- 

1818 

do. 

do. 

m                              m 

1817 

do. 

do. 

/ 

1816 

do. 

do. 

- 

1815 

do. 

do. 

- 

1814 

dp. 

do. 

- 

1813 

do. 

do. 

••            m 

and  for  arrearages  of  1812,  $365,000. 

1812, 

pay  and  subsistence 

mb                                • 

1811 

do. 

do. 

^                                m 

1810 

do. 

do. 

• 

I      The  following    are  the  estimates  for  pay  of 
I  "  commission,  warrant,  petty  officers,  and  sea- 


men,**  for  the  ensuing  twelvemonths,  and  the  ap- 
propriations for  Uie  same  items  made  Arom  1810  to 

1842,  inclusive: 

1843,  pay,  &c         -  -  $2,953,139 
Add  Clothing,  before  paid  oat 

of  the  item  of  pay  •  .      380,000 

$3,333,189 

3,335,000 

2,385,000 

9,250,000 

2,352  J95 

1,812^ 

2,454,000 

2,318,000 

1,501,000 

'  1,487,000 

1,445,000 

1,409,000 

1,278,000 

1,499,000 

1,212,000 

1,17^,000 

1,112,000 

908,000 

783,000 

847,000 

923,000 

961,000 

983,385 

273,100 

986,378 

1,135,595 

1,092,782 

1,142,015 

1,538,364 

2,579,341 

1,668,000 

1,123,341 
774,490 
718,115 

WAITIMO  OBDBtUI.    • 

Estimate  of  the  pay  required  far  the  cemmissioned 

and    warrant  officers  waiting  orders,  for  the 
year  ending  20th  June,  1844. 

38  captains          ...  -    $95,000 

69  commanders    -           -           -  -     124,200 

99  lieutenants       -          -           -  -     118,800 

19  surgeons          ...  -      30,400 

5  chaplains  .  -  -  -  ^i^^ 
3  first  assistant  engineers          -  -        2,lOO 

6  second  do.  do.  -  -  3,000 
9  third  .    do.       do.                 -  -        1,050 

Add  for  forty-six  midshipmen,  who,  aflcr 
examination,  may  be  entitled  to  be  ar- 
ranged as  passed  midshipmen,  in  addi- 
tion to  t^eir  pay  as  midshipmen  -       13,800 

$395,960 

{Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  page  629.) 

The  foregoing  is  the  amoont  paid  by  the  people 
to  support  the  idlers  in  the  navy  lor  one  year.  The 
following  are  the  payments  made  for  the  support 
of  officers  idle,  and  "waiting  orders**  from  li29  to 
1841,  inclusive : 

1829  -  -  -  -  $197,684 

1830  -  -  -  -  156,025 

1831  .  .  -  -  231,378 

1832  .  -  -  -  204,290 

1833  -  -  -  .  205,233 

1834  -  -  -  -  202,914 

1835  -  -  -  •  219,036 

1836  ...  -  212,868 

1837  -  .  -  -•  115,631 

1838  -  -  -  -  8W,^ 
•     1889  -  -  -  -  »7,737 

1840  ...  -      265,043 

1841  -  -  -  -      252,856 
The  chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau,  in  his  an- 

nual  report,  presents  the  following^  fhcts,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  maimer  in  which  some  of  Ihe  ap- 
propriations made  for  the  naval  service  are  dis- 
posed of;  imd  what  fidelity  characterizes  the  ex- 
penditures! Speakine  of  the  expenditcirc  of  the 
appropriation  fcr  medicines,  he  says: 

"Six  hoDdrad  and  alxty.fiTe  dolWira  aid  Aftr-mren  cen^ 
wera,  nnauthorixadlj,  paid  out  of  Oia  anpropriaUoofor  madtt- 
cinea'  surgical  Inatrumania,  *c.,»  for  31  l»lue  clolh  frock-«Mt^ 
wim  navy  buttooa,  and  a  tHrer  acar  on  them;  81  paira  of 
blue  cMtlmew  pantaloona,^aBd  81  blue  caartmare  raja, 
with  navy  buuot!ar-and  all  thk  togfanr  for  *J*ck'--for 
penriooera   who   nerer  bad  worn    anything    longar   than 

a  aaikw'a  Jacl»W  o'.  •*.»?iJl"!ESllIlt^ 
Jacket,  the  coal  of  wWch  ia  alflit  doUan^  toauad  •! 


orpaa- 


APPENDIX  TO  THB  CONOBESUOMAL  OLOBB. 


gff^o* 


TV  Oiegon  BJii—Mr.  Arehtr. 


liMNiiiiiH  foe  Um  ftoct OMM, mad*  to  tmtef  naanw 
ftaflM  lfiiwlUim*Milw>ifa*iyiinnMMil>li>intMM 
oH«i»priipri»Blnd<6riMdldnir^r«>MtwlnifaiLb6ien.  Bi» 
•  km  Ban  MMUfJjba  Mt  faith  br  lUi  fict:  Of  ■kud  UwiuuKl 
OM  nadnd  *iHriwwiiT-amdollanu>d4iiT'fnnrcinu,piid 
to  ttw  MTTUiM  H  nOiiltt^diia,  (con  Uia  Ik  ofOeiobar, 
MLid  UuVtbor  Oeiabct,18<2,<>i»iiribe  appnpiluKiiiliK 
"wrBriini,  Ax.'  oolj  m*  tbooMod  utd  Rmr  doUin  and  d1i»- 
c Bj ^..1 — in,nn,u^  indraiitil 


FtulidotpbK  »>d  »TUln  iHUun 

tbe  Hm-rus  mtkinijiiblp  vid  upprond  puum,  i; 

of  WKS  aii  10  ogrula  drngiii      -       - 

atndu  of  nsdi  in  ■  iwiiu 

kllndld  u>  in  Iba  tnt,  coodiK 

ite  NaT7  Deptnaa^Aowi 

w»r»  AanMMd  brllManiciliiauiiaH  »,  m  canun  thmk  ua 

IhU  tktj  dMcKia  OoraniiiMm  fOr  tlim  tb*  •am  of  «1,S3I  M: 

(LBiaiblbiUnca|iii«I<H«SM73-ln(irlHrwocd^ln  eiorbi- 

tui  diui*  of  mboai  E3  »c  «ai.  I    Tliia,  Un,  Muticlwaf 

wtU-knnwn  HUbliriMd  price.    TIwh  piico  mn  ■pproral  in 

Ihi  iBiial  war,  and  aetuaUn  paid. 

**tb*  moM  comnlmfon  bmicht  (o  Jiflit,  from  nclul  TODch- 
•n,  Iba  ebwn  bj  tin  Hnt  diugclu  oT  (397  B&  In  dinr 
foUi,  tat  tEs  nopHiHa  of  nididnoi  and  IniJiliu,  ■(. 
tbn^  tbn  MM*,  on  wub,  dui  ;ba  •^njin,  fceictK. 
*c,  WM  ■InTi  pitd  ta  Uhiu."  Bpioo  «lu  vu  ii*u1- 
■blTebuc«d,ii>inkbHlifw— »"-•  -'  — '—■ ' 

KhW 


pilKiMMd  01  ClM  wbDhHll  <«lgni 

[._     B  .one*  of. 


Oimt^ntitUmmdaaan:  AnanBUof|«U^wDiibdii«a 
<ollui<adDuliiooo,oraunca.J  T)iiu«Ha«iiidi  whlupiiwdu 
ebaiioil  «i  iblnr.iii  dollm  u  oiiDC*— l«ii  doUMimonihu 
twiuMMTilMOf  MiaaMoarKcild.  Ons  oaoe*  of  •urcbnlna, 
>  woillu  pawdBr.macliamd  uibiitT'KiBt  doUan— U—  *- 
an  dolliia  nets  ibaa  iwlea  The  nJie  of  an  aaoca  of  (oM, 
dona  bonka  Btdfoid  iprtiic  wotar  waie  clnriad  al^i  il( 


fliwj  WM«  naiunB  ifirfw  wwsr  WHS  cnuiHi  ainil  dollHUL 
Til ,  Ihlin.tbnacauiperboula.  Two  (EoAofncdUTliui 
nneharnd  M  oliMiUlan.  Oilad  liib,  irMib  (of  iba  bsH 
qiwIkj)ir37|p(rT>(d,in«cbirfBil.alfMjdoltui  foiiw«» 
ymh  itiat  ii,  fonr  dollin  p«r  jni.  HanDiT-tvo  Inula 
(ompoiBd  ilrap  •uBpartlta  wwa  cbarftd  *i  •ICiB,Tii,,|i  so 
■  boul*.  TbB  mail  pfkala  aTBrjwbara  aiTtiityaTa  (aaua 
tOMla,  and  H  baabaon  porehaaad  bj  thia  bonu,  Inrblladalptaia, 
U  V  SO  p*t  dona,  ot  M9  pat  TSboUka. 

"In  Iba  eiamloMJoi  of  tODchara  bf  Iba  aame  commiaaioo, 
oUll  mora  agontoiuM  ebarjaa  mppaarad  en  wma  anielaa.  In 
<i«I,llM  wboia  Dftbadunaa  nowpiiaudin  iha  docDmuu  of 
Onniiaaa  an  of  tba  laaM  AntUoiiHa  cbaiaUH'. 

"Tba  illuamiloBa  gkttn  an  aapla  lo  pior*  iba  >nib  of  ih* 
nmukainlbalai^onlbaTandiTorriiriiWlai.  OfM^BM  34 
paid  br  ■  Dkn  annt  u  iha  aHpon  altndad  lo,  oai  of  iba  ap- 
plopriaUoa  1st  'nadldnaa,  Ax.,'  tbeaa  fuinUiata  nMlred 
•S^GTG  10, '■ 

The  rollowiog  ire  some  of  the  expenditures  Doder. 
Ihe  head  of  •ppropdAtiuns  for  "mt4icau:" 
Charcoal    ....    sil9 
Coal 

Whiskey     - 
Repalnng  vagon 
ClolhiDg     - 

Paioling  •  - 

ButjonerE- 

Mendiog  oose 

Haj,  com.  and  o«i 

Biores  ana  pipes 

Bread 

Beef  and  fish 

Bdotloa 

Sperm  Ml  • 

Horee-shoeiDK 

RepairlDg  ioeu 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  ARCHER, 

ot  vmsiNtA, 

At  SmoA,  JoKuarv  30,  1813— On  ibe  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  ARCHER  commenced  by  remarking,  thai 
he  had  been  in  some  degree  aniicipated  by  the  gea- 
lleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDDfrii,] 
who  had  so  well  disclosed  this  measnie,  the  other 
d>j,  in  the  line  ofobserTSIiuD  be  ialended  lo  pur- 
sue. His  opinions  not  coDfoTmiDg.  in  some  other 
respects,  however,  lo  the  views  which  hsd  been 
ei[a«SEed  by  other  gentlemen,  he  was  desiroos  of 
an  opportunity  lo  state  them  at  ihij>  time. 

The  debate  bad  deviated  a  good  deal  from,  but 
had  now  reverted  to,  tbe  appropriate  topics— the 
coDsisiencjr  of  the  clause  of  the  bill  pledging  allo- 
dial grants  of  land  to  emigrants,  with  tbe  teoor  of 
our  convention  with  England  on  ibe  subject  of  the 
lerriloiy;  and  tbe  general  policy  of  accelerating  the 
settlementofit  by  our  people.  To  iM'.h  ibese  points 
he  would  say  a  few  words. 

All  admitted,  of  course,  thai  we  werenottoadopl 
tbe  elati!«  referred  lo,  if  ii  operated  any  impair- 
ment of  the  obi  i  gal  ion  of  the  convenlion.  A  great 
and,  il  seemed  to  him,  strange  discrepancy  of  opin- 
ion had  been  exhibited  on  this  point.  The  language 
of  the  convention  seemed  in  no  degree  "equivocar" 
The  import  was  simply  a  siipulalioD  for  mutual 
and  free  itufress  into  ihe  lerritory,  and  a  common 
undisturbed  nse,  until  Iheparties  should  determine 
farther  on  the  subject.  Could  there  be  a  question 
of  the  exclusion,  under  such  a  condition,  of  the 
giRht  to  eiert  and  convey  a  full  property  in  Ihe 
oill  If  the  condition  did  not  operate  sucn  exclu- 
sion, what  was  its  eSectI    Had  il  Bnyl 

Bot  suppose  the  import  doubtful— saiceplible  of 
two  interpretations  In  what  source  were  we  to 
explore  for  the  right  onet  to  what  evidence  resortl 
There  conld  be  none  biher  ihan  the  nature  of  the 
coniroveisy  adjusled,  and  Ihe  characler'of  ihe  dis- 
cussions nhicti  attended  the  adjusiment.  Now,  the 
proposition  whioh  he  (Mr,  A.)  maintained  was 
this:  ihat  in  ibe  entire  progress  of  Ihe  negoliaiions 
on  this  subject  of  Oregon— from  the  beginning  to  the 
end — tbei%  had  been  no  point  brought  into  issue, 
no  question  touched  in  discussion,  save  the  single 
oneot'tbe  litle  in  the  lerritory.  Here  had  been 
parties  engaged  in  protracled  negotiations  as  to 
what  were  Ih*  grounds  of  title,  and  whose  the  right 
to  the  territory.  They  find  themselves  unable  lo 
agree.  What  is  donci  Resolving  nothing  on  the 
subject  of  litle,  they  makea  convention  foracom- 
mon  temporary  use,  dissoluble  at  pleasure,  by  notice. 
What  is  the  plain  inference  from  Ihisi  is  ft  not, 
that  decision  on  the  liile  being  suspended,  the  fruits 
of  full  tille — all  other  of  its  privileges  than  tem- 
porary nse ;  above  erervihing,  the  unrestricted 
anthority  to  dispose  in  fnll  property — must  be  sus- 
pended alsol  If  such  an  arraogement  had  not  this 
eflecl,  where  is  the  mailer  lo  De  found  to  give  it 
any  operalioni  Whalhasit  been  made  fori  What 
purpose  is  it  to  stibservel  Is  it  any  more  than  a 
blanlEl 

It  was  in  the  face  of  Ihis  iodispntable  fact,  that 
the  negotiations  had  had  relation  lo  no  other  point 
or  subject  ihan  the  lille  to  Ihe  territory,  ibat  Ihe 
honorable.  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
WooDBCHv]  had  maintained  that  Ihe  inventions  in 
which  the  negotiations  resnlled  were  lobe  regard- 
leaving  unimpair«l  and  anaSecied  Ihe  light  to 
carry  oor  claim  ol  title  inio  the  fallesl  effect,  by 
dispoiial  of  Ihe  soil  in  absolute  property,  or  pledges 
lo  make  this  disposal  of  il.  A  Irealy  of  commerce ! 
Not  only  bad  Iherc  been  no  meniioa  of  commerce, 
orregulalionon  the  subject  of  il,  in  the  negoiia- 
lioDs;  but,  in  Iruth,  ibere  had  been  nothing  to  which 
ihe  name  of  commerce  could  be  applied.  The 
sole  business  pursued  by  our  people  or  Euglishmen, 
at  tbe  time,  had  been  the  pursuit  and  trapping  of 
animals  for  fursl  At  the  last  adoption  or  renewal 
of  the  convenlion,  we  had  very  liule  interest  of  this 
kind;  the  prosecution  of  Ihis  bnsiufss  by  our 
peode  having  nearly  ceased  on  ihe  western  side  of 
iheRoekv  Mountain.^  There  had  been  no  oc- 
casion, therefore,  for  arrangement  on  our  pan  to 
regulate  this  subject;  nor  a  convention  at  all,  unless 
for  tbe  preservation  of  onr  title,  liable  to  be  pi  in 
hazard  by  our  n^tMUfr,  and  the  overspreading  of 
the  lerrilory  by  EngliA  use  and  occnpatita. 

Excluslre  title  lo  Ihe  lerrilory,  or  any  part,  had 
not  been  asserted  for  Euglaud  by  her  negotiators. 
Theirottecibad  been  only  to  rebotand  repel  onr 
claim  of  this  character.  They  admilled  onr  right 
as  largely  as  th^ir  own,  and  only  went  into  tbe  in- 


vestigation of  the  gronnds  of  eiduiive  lilte,  dor  Ik 
purpose  of ^lowingtballheirtitleooiheKgroBaA 
was  as  defensible  as  outs.  They  mainaincd  tbr 
Ihe  lille  of  all  the  world  to  colonize  was  uaat  a 
onrs  and  lo  theira.  This  was  all  shown  W  ikr 
paper  delivered  by  Messrs.  Hnskiaioa  aM  Air 
diogton  to  onr  commissioner  in  18S7,  asllie  tnm. 
maryof  the  pretensions  of  Iheir  Oovemmoit.  Ho* 
was  It  conceivable  that,  in  these  circamsiaMei,  ilM7 
had  consented  loaconvenlion,lhe  just  con»irtKiio«oJ 
which  left  us  at  full  liberty  lo  pursue  ov  eiilDsm 
title,  and  give  Ibe  fullest  efiectto  ill 

In  Ihe  last  discussions,  in  1837,  it  hadheeoMe  a 
subject  of  consideration  whether  we  aboBid  oaaai 


night  go  o 


was  of  use  lo  preserve  oi 


that  day,  with  the  Slaie  Deparlmeat. 
why  make  this  a  question,  if  the  convailio«  were 
to  be  no  restraint  on  us— if,  after  admiOlBc  k,  we 
before,  lo  execute  onr  (£a«  of 
sive  [iLie,  as  we  saw  occasionl  Ht.  QatlBa 
the  answer  to  Ihis  inquiry.  Tbe  rciiewal 
iile,  there  being  do  ei^ 
o  preserve.  That  was  iht 
sole  interest  to  be  consulted.  Tbe  sole  object  ws 
lo  preserve  iL  Weill  if  ihe  conventitm  secnred 
ihe  preservalimi  of  our  claim,  how  conld  the  pro- 
tection of  the  counier  claim  be  excluded  fnmt  in 
influence!  Was  it  to  be  effective  for  ns— naC 
for  our  iidversaryl  Was  thai  the  principle  of  ess- 
struclion  we  were  to  contend  fori  And  chei- 
was  the  limit  of  our  right  to  make  grants  in  fall 
property,  or  engage  for  theral  Why  mi£hi  ta 
these  come  to  cover  the  whole  terriioirT  Am 
where  was  the  room  for  the  operation  of  ihe  ma- 
veniion  then?- what  tbe  part  England  wa«  to  han 
in  ill — tbe  benefit  she  was  lo  realize  or  preaervel 

And  what  were  the  modes  in  which  Iheotiicctin. 
that  a  breach  of  Ihe  compact  would  be  inTof  led  a 
the  adoption  of  this  clause  of  Ihe  bill,  was  na' 
First,  by  the  allegation  Ihal  Or«at  Britain  had  pr^ 
ceded  ns  in  tbis  same  form  of  breach  of  casfto. 
Thai  pusiiitm,  however,  had  been  foand  imtmatti 
—having  encountered  refutatitHi    froin  the  doca- 

ment  foroisbed  under  the  call   of  the  g«nt' 

from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mob^eid.J  What  w 
next  groundt  Thai  Qienl  Brilain  had  comt  if 
enjoy  almost  Ibe  entire  usufruct  and  advaBlacci  d 
Ibe  lerrilory — nearly  as  muchasthewonldDndirrB 
exclusive  title.  BulbywhaimeenslNoibjreoitsmiti 
OI  intimidation  exerted  on  onr  people — ibat  wi> 
not  prelended;  bot  as  the  consequence  of  a  dei- 
lerous  management  of  the  Indians,  and  i1m  prac- 
tice of  overbidding  for  furs,  and  underselli^  ii 
merchandise!  Well!  superior  adroitness  in  ibt 
use  of  a  subject  of  sllpulation,  no  mor«  than  ik 
same  edroitne^  displayed  in  obtaining  it,  eoosii- 
luted  an  efiecl  of  contravention,  which  set  at  wort 
tbe  rule,  that  breach  on  one  side  remitted  oUigaika 
on  tbe  other  I  His  friend  from  Kentucky  [Hr. 
Mobeheid]  could  hardly,  be  ihooghi,  feel  hiaseif 
strong  on  tbis  ground.  There  waa  none  leil  a 
counlervait  the  allegalion  of  breach  of  aoangu. 
prominent  in  the  clanse  of  ibe  bill  assuring  ik 
grants  of  title  to  Ibe  etnigranta  whom  ii  inviKd  te 

Passing  by  Ihis  ccfflsideratioo,  however,  (whici. 
prevailing  as  it  was,  has  formed  bis  chief  i«- 
ducemenl  lo  trespass  on  the  Senate:^  suppose  n 
could  be  iuslified  in  the  conclnsioD,  ihal  Ibecanti^- 
veried  clause  of  Ibe  bill  involved  no  breach  d 
compact, — it  was  lo  be  remembered  that  there  an 
anoiher  parly  besides  ourselves  to  exercise  the  of. 
ficeoflnterpreiailon.  Theaspectin  whicbihalputr 
might  r^ard  it  was  not  devoid  (as  the  action  ii 
the  advocates  of  ihe  clause  lo  be  intelligible  mS 
conceive)  of  Interest  tons.  Suppose  the  cotLstrgc- 
lion  of  the  clanse  by  Qreai  Brilain,  differing  frm 
ours,  should  infer  a  deviation  from  the  comfaci 
There  were  genllemen  in  ihisbody,indeed,>ko 
conld  not  be  found  to  admit  Ihal  a  question  lad 
more  Ihan  one  side  in  oor  conlrcfversies  with  otbu 
oalions.  This  did  not  make  it  less  true,  in  tit 
event  thai  there  might  prove  lo  be  two  sides.  Wk^ 
if  there  did  here?  Gr^t  Brilain  had comnwtdil 
relalions  with  ns  far  loo  valuable  to  be  aaerifictd 
for  any  valuesberouM  attach  lo  Oregon  in  ■  naked. 
simple  estimate  of  ralnes  and  advaotBres.  Tki 
she  should  pni  the  one  in.lhe  scales  with  theotbci. 
in  Ihis  view,  was  not  conceivable,  Sn  her  larp- 
sighted  commercial  policy. 

But  another  consideration  there  wax,  which,  Dur- 
ed  with  this,  no  English  ministry  ofany  party  hi 
tbe  power,  more  than  tbeincllDaticm,iodts 
and  tbis  was  thepoinlofnatignal  honor. 
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for  the  mere  sake  of  Oregon,  he  repeated,  was 
not  conceivable.  But  he  would  tell  gentlemen 
what  was  entirely  conceivable:  that  England,  if  she 
considered  the  •  mode  of  occupation  we  proposed 
as  infringing  our  arrangement  wjth  her,  might 
stand  on  that  point,  when  she  would  not  on  the 
ralue  of  the  territory;  or  would  proceed  on  our 
Dwn  plan,  and  occupy  in  the  same  manner  the  por- 
tion she  aspired  to  possess.  What  he  (Mr.  A.) 
maintained,  was,  that  either  of  these  procedures  on 
ber  ^rt  must  have  an  effect  to  complicate  the 
question  of  adjustment,  augment  the  chances  of  a 
less  favorable  result  than  mi^ht  otherwise  be  ex- 
pected, and  put  us  in  a  pos^tioi^  of  contest  less 
:ommanding  than  that  which  we  were  entitled  to 
)ccnpy. 

Both  the  gentlemen  from  Missouri,  and  Indeed 
ill  the  friends  of  the  bill,  insisted  that,  situated  as 
ve  were  in  relation  to  the  territory— our  people 
soterminons,  and  with  the  irresistible  propensity  of 
I  portion  of  them  to  migration — the  resnit  fas  in- 
;vitaUe>  that  the  country  would  fall  into  our  pos- 
«ssion.  This  opinion  was,  to  all  appearance,  well 
founded.  Why,  then,  from  impatience  to  accele- 
rate, adopt  a  course  which  had  an  obvious  tendency 
o  compromise  this  resnltl  And  did  we  not  adopt 
inch  a  course,  when,  with  negotiation  long  permit- 
ed,  vet  depending,  recently  resumed,  we  decided 
o  disregard  it,  and  to  establish  the  measure  of 
idjnstment  for  ourselvesi  He  might  safely  ap- 
)eal  to  candor  to  give  the  answer  to  this  inquiry. 

If  we  took  a  step  of  this  character,  we  must  be 
}repared,  of  course,  to  maintain  it.  Then,  pru- 
lence  demanded  that  we  should  estimate  the  conse- 
juences.  He  had  no  design  to  hold  up  the  power  of 
Sngland  in  terror.  We  were  well  able  to  maintain 
:onflict  with  her,  if  just  occasion  should  require  it. 
But,  in  reference  to  this  Territory  of  Oregon  as 
)ne  of  the  theatres  of  contest,  in  the  event  of  war,  it 
was  worthy  of  inquiry— on  which  side  lay  the  bal- 
ince  of  advantage,  in  ^a&ring  this  contest!  The 
erritory  was  remote  from  both  the  contending  par- 
ies^the  means  of  either,  for  military  operations 
here,  incon^^iderable.  But  Great  Britain  had,  if 
10  formal  military  force,  a  considerable  body  of 
Den  connected  with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
Us|)osable  for  military  purposes,  as  not  engaged  in 
igricultural  pursuits  and  of  military  habits.  She 
lad  established  relations  of  control  with  the  Indians 
contiguous,  who  must  become  auxiliaries  in  the 
contest  She  had  command  of  the  ports  by  which 
iccess  to  supplies— military  or  other — was  to  be 
iffbrded;  superiority  on  the  ocean,  over  which  these 
applies  must  be  transported.  She^had  dependen- 
ues  and  relations  with  the  opposite  continent  of 
isia,  bringing  her  into  comparative  neighborhood 
0  Oregon.  In  all  these  respects  we  were  inferior; 
)ttr  settlements  being  recent,  and  agricultural 
nerely.  We  were  under  no  diisadvantage.  indeed, 
is  regarded  the  transportation  of  forces  by  land;  but 
leither  had  we  any  considerable  advantage  in  that 
espect,  as  Canada  was  nearly  as  convenient  as  our 
erritories  to  the  scene. 

Then,  in  the  event  of  war,  if  neither  party 
leemedthe  object  worth  the  additional  force  its 
naintenance  would  require,  our  means  of  mainte- 
lance  already  theie  were  inadequate  and  inferior; 
ind  we  must  be  exposed  to  the  loss  of  the  terri- 
ory.  If  the  object  shoo  Id  be  considered  worth  the 
ransfer  of  funher  force,  on  the  other  hand,  then 
Sngland  would  enjoy  decided  advantage  over  us 
n  transporting  to  the  scene  the  force  and  supplies 
eqoirea  for  operation;  and  we  should,  in  this 
ivent,  too,  probably  incur  the  loss  of  this  subject 
>f  contest  If  we  got  it  back  at  the  close  of  the 
conflict,  in  this  lesult  we  must  pay  the  price  in 
ome  form  of  compensation  elsewhere.  Would  it 
«  worth  any  equivalent  we  might  probably  have 
0  offeV)  If  the  war  was  to  end  on  the  ground  of 
he  sialus  ^k^— that  is  to  say,  leaving  the  parties 
is  they  were  at  the  outset — then  we  should  have  our 
>wn,  minus  the  sacrifices  of  the  contest.  If  it  were 
o  end  on  the  ground  of  the  uli  possidelis—or  of 
fach  party  retaining  what  it  was  in  possession  of  at 
he  close— then  we  should  lose  the  subject  of  con- 
est,  without  a  compensation.  In  one  or  other  of 
he  three  modes  mentioned,  the  conflict  must  have 
its  termination.  In  neither  would  we  be  a  gainer, 
IS  respected  this  particular  subject;  which  we  must 
yt  exposed  to  lose,  or  to  a  cost  for  preservation; 
)r,  in  the  event  of  recovery  af\er  loss,  for  restora- 
ion,  incomparably  superior  to  any  value  which 
:onld,  in  a  sober  estimate,  be  attached  to  it  at  the 
)resent,  or  at  any  early  period.  He  had  to  say-  to 
lis  fijciid  from  "Missouri,  therefore,  that  he— not 


his  friend— was  the  true  advocate  of  onr  interest 
in  this  territory;  that  the  plan  proposed  was  the 
course  to  put  the  territory  in  jec^rdy,  and  the 
only  course;  that  it  was  the  conviction  of  this 
truth,  mainly,  which  led  to  tKe  opposition  to  this 
course. 

There  was  a  further,  and  it  ouffht  to  be  a  prevail- 
ing oonsideration,  bearing  on  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject The  bill  extended  our  jurisdiction  over  the 
entire  contested  territory  to  latitude  34  degrees  40 
minutes,  the  limit  of  the  Russian  possession.  But 
in  both  the  negotiations  we  have  had  on  this  ques- 
tion, we  had  yielded  our  assent  to  being  restricted 
to  the  line  of  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude.  Were 
we  now  to  recede  from  this  proposition,  proceeding 
from  ourselves,  and  ai  the  instant  of  (kmseniing  to 
Ike  resumption  of  negotiation?  We  were  author- 
ized to  do  this  in  negotiation,  propositions  not  binding 
unless  accepted.  But  how  far  would  it  be  consist- 
ent in  itself,  or  conformable  to  comity,  or  prudent, 
to  adopt  such  a  course,  with  a  negotiation  depend- 
ing, in  which  this  very  proposal  may  have  been  (as 
it  probably  has  been)  renewed,  to  form  the  basis  of 
discussionl  Who  ever,  indeed,  heard  before  the 
present  instance,  of  authorizing  negotiation,  and  at 
the  same  moment  proceeding  to  terminate  the  issue 
by  action  which  was  conclusive  of  iti  Was  not 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding  novel  in  international 
transactions? 

Whatever  the  course  we  pursue,  this  affair  must 
be  settled  by  negotiation  at  last  Nobody  supposed 
that  Great  Britain  was  going  to  recede  before  our 
claim,  and  yiefd  us  the  whole  subject  of  con- 
troversy, part  of  which  we  had  professed  onr  will- 
ingness to  surrender.  Then !  war,  or  no  war,  nego- 
tiation must  untie  the  knot,  and  put  the  conclusion. 
If  there  were  war — that  must  have  an  end  too,  and 
by  negotiation.  Why  not  let  the  conclmdon  in  this 
mode  oe  the  antecedent  to  war,  not  the  result  of  iti 
The  truth  was,  that  negotiation  would  furnish  a 
seUlement  more  advantageous  for  us,  than  the  al- 
lowance of  our  claim  to  tne  49ih  degree  of  latitude. 
From  the  character  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  harbors  within  the  limits  of  the  42d 
and  49th  degree — the  boundaries  of  our  latest  de- 
mand—a convcTUional  line  could  probably,  nay 
certainhr,  be  run  on  the  basis  of  the  proposition  to 
that  effect,  (not  the  exact  proposition,)  which  had 
been  made  by  the  British  commissioners  to  Mr. 
Gbllatin  in  1827j  which  would  be  more  ad  vaatageous 
than  the  line  of  49  degrees  poa  both  thb  parties. 
Why  preclude  the  chance  of  this  mode  of  adjust- 
ment, oy  a  step  which  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  might 
tend  to  the  rupture  of  negotiation?  There  could 
be  no  advised  policy  in  such  a  proceeding. 

He  came  now  to  the  views  which  he  partook 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuppiB.]  who  had  asked  what  the  considerations 
were  which  called  on  us  for  the  indulgence  of  a 
spirit  of  impatience  on  this  subject  of  the  occupation 
of  Oregonf  The  Senator  from  Missouri  told  us, 
indeed,  that  our  people  had  already  gone  there,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  a  question  as  to  our  following 
them  with  adequate  protection.  He  would  not  now 
discuss  the  doctrine  now  far  a  migratory  population 
was  allowed  to  give  (not  take)  the  law  Irom  the  dis- 
cretion of  their  own  Government,  as  respected  the 
propjress  of  the  settlement  of  territory,  and  to  drag 
forward  the  public  authority  toanjr  distance, expense, 
or  exposure  to  collisions  with  foreign  powers.  How- 
ever this  might  be,  the  proposition  could  not  be  con- 
troverted—that regard  to  the  general  interests  ought 
to  weigh  for  something  in  deciding  on  the  policy  to 
be  observed ;  at  least  as  to  the  form  and  measure  of 
the  subsidiary  action  which  was  required  of  the 
Government.  If  we  were  bound  to  follow  our 
population  to  Oregon,  we  were  not  bound  to  adopt 
a  plan  to  fill  the  territory  up  with  population;  for 
that  was  the  scope  of  the  present  protect— to  hold 
out  a  lure  to  emigration  to  it  Now,  let  us  look  a 
little  at  the  inducements  to  this  course— the  advan- 
tages to  be  anticipated. 

The  country  was  separated  not  only  from  our 
present,  but  any  settlement  we  could  ever  have, 
(unless  we  expelled  the  Indians  from  all  habita- 
tion within  the  limits  of  our  claim  of  territory,) 
by  a  vast  tract  of  Indian  territory— much  of  it  a 
desert.  Then  came  the  utterly  barren  and  almost 
impracticable  chain  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  pene- 
trable at  only  infrequent  passes,  remote  from 
each  other.  Then  the  territory  projjer,  divided  in 
its  whole  length  by  ledges  of  mountain  ranges,  bar- 
ren, little  practicable,  nenetrated  by  streams  un- 
navigable  save  in  detached  portions,  and  not  admit- 
ting of  being  rendered  navigable  in  their  full  ex- 


tent. These  led  to  the  third  and  last  tract  of  valley 
on  the  seaboard  of  the  Pacific,  suited  for  an  Asiatic 
(not  an  American)  dependency,  if  it  were  to  be  re- 
garded of  value  as  a  dependency  at  all. 

This  portion  was  suitable  for  agriculture;  but 
the  only  really  valuable  part  for  this  purpose  (that 
in  which  our  people  were  settled)  was  destitute  of 
any  tolerable,  harborage,  and  could  never  com- 
mand any  by  art  The  country,  taken  in  its  whole 
extent,  could  at  no  day  certainlv  have  a  vety  large 
production,  nor  any  considerable  trade.  From  the 
production  and  trade  it  might  come  to  command, 
owing  to  our  position,  the  share  of  advantage 
could  never  be  very  considerable  to  us.  Aud  this 
was  the  country  of  which  we  were  called  upon  to 
precipitate  the  settlement,  by  a  forced  operation! 
At  wnat  eosti  Not  the  mere  prpmise  of  the  land— 
that  would  be  nothing  in  itseli;  but,  first,  of  consid- 
erable expense,  then  at  the  hazard  of  national  em- 
broilment. 

We  had  passed  a  bill  to  reduce  the  army  last 
year.  But  we  had  also  learned,  from  a  report  of 
the  War  Department,  responsive  to  a  call,  that  the 
prosecution  of  the  proposed  plan  of  the  occupation 
of  Oregon  would  aemand  an  addition  to  our  mili- 
taiy  establishment  (not  the  reduced— the  full)  of 
sixteen  hundred  men.  The  ^imate  had  been  giv- 
en in  detail;  the  number  of  forts,  the  number  of 
men  stated.  Were  we  now  to  retrace  our  pol- 
icv  of  retrenchment,  as  respected  our  military  es- 
tablishment, and  make  a  large  advance  in  the  oppo- 
site policy  of  enlargement?  And  for  what  object? 
To  gain  Oregon  prematurelyl  It  was  conceded 
that,  oy  waiting  the  natural,  and  nQt  slow  progress 
of  events,  it  must  become  ours.  And  the  com  pen - 
sationst  The  business  of  collecting  furs  being 
confessedlv  nearly  extinct  in  the  region  which 
^  would  fall  to  our  share,  what  were  theyl  The 
burdens  must  be  considerable;  and  as  the  country 
could  not  pass  for  a  long  time  from  the  condition  of 
a  Territory,  (supposing  we  would  ever  permit  it  to 
do  so  by  incorporation  in  the  Union,)  in  which  all 
expenses  were  borne  by  this  Government,  these 
burdens  must  be  continuous  for  a  lon|f,  or  for  all 
time.  There  would  be  no  revenue,  inconsiderable 
traple,  a  frontier  removed,  to  become  a  source  of  ex- 
posure and  weakness.  But  there  was  a  i'unher 
view.  We  had  700,000,000  of  acres  of  land,  or 
some  immense  amwint,  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  yet  undisposed  of.  A  large  proportion, 
besides  its  other  advantages,  was  of  a  fertility  with 
which  no  country  (certainly  not  Oregon^  could 
bear  comparison.  Why  tempt  our  people  from 
this  region,  where  they  would  conduce*  to  our 
strength  by  their  numbers,  to  our  revenue  by  their 
consumptionl^what  was  more,  where  they  would 
become  the  purchasers  of  land  from  us,  instead  of 
having  it  given  to  them  to  go  from  usi 

We  heard  every  day,  on  the  floor  of  this  cham- 
ber, of  the  deplorable  deficiencies  in  the  revenue, 
of  the  importance  of 'the  branch  of  it  derived  from 
the  public  lands,  and  the  necessity  of  cherishing 
this  great  resource  against  over-taxation  in  the 
other  department  of  the  revenue,  and  all  the  mis. 
chievous  results  of  it.  Yet  here  was  a  policy  im- 
•pairing  both  sources  of  revenue— tempting  away 
the  people — who,  if  they  remained,  would  buy  the 
lanos,  contribute  to  the  imposts  which  nourished 
the  General,  and  to  the  taxation  which  was  re- 
quired to  uphold  the  revenues  of  the  Slate  Gov- 
ernments. And  this  was  to  be  done  at  a  time  when 
the  revenues  of  the  General  Government  were  in 
the  last  stage  of  depression,  the  State  revenues 
sunk  under  their  burdens,  and  the  population  of 
the  States  nearest  to  Oregon  prompted  to  fly,  with- 
out any  lure  of  invitation,  from  the  taxation  de- 
manded by  ihese  burdens ! 

The  reverse  side  of  (he  argument  presented  no 
relief  to  the  conclusion.  No  revenue,  liule  trade, 
fixed  and  continuing  expense,  exposure  to  Indian 
and  to  foreign  embroilments;— the  theatre  of  em- 
broilment, remote  from  access  by  Jand,  nearly  cut 
ofi  from  access  by  forts,  and  on  which  the  adver- 
sary with  whom  we  must  contend  nad  preoccupied 
all  the  advantages,  subjecting  us  to  disproportioned 
efforts  to  maintain  ourselves  in  conflict,  and  a 
price  of  success  which  bore  no  relation  to  the 
value  of  the  object 

Such  was  the  policy  we  were  recommended  by 
the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  to  adopt!  And  the 
ground!— the  mode  of  appeal!— the  topic  of  in- 
citement addressed  to  us !— what  were  they?  Why, 
the  penalty  of  acting,  or  aeeming  to  act,  under 
the  fear  of  war  with  Great  Britain— the  intruder 
on  all  rights— the  enccoiu:hejr  in  aU  regions !  Wei), 
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he  confessed  it;  he  was  afraid  of  war,  and,  in  particu- 
lar,  with  Great  Britain.  War  for  no  adequate 
caasel  War — we  giving  the  provocation,  not  Great 
Britaini  He  did  not  aspire  to  the  courage  which 
took  no  account  of  consequences — which  was 
Irecjrless  for  others — ^for  the  country.  He  feared 
mpture  with  Great  Britain  in  particular.  And 
whyl  For  the  reason,  simply,  that  this  power, 
having  rhore  and  nearer  points  of  contact  with  us— 
wider-and  more  intimate,  and  more  important  rela- 
tions— war  with  this  power  must  be  fraught  with 
deeper  injury  to  tis.  He  must  take  this  considera- 
tion into  account,  though  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri would  not.  Aggressipn  from  any  power  was 
to  be  repelled,  but  not  aggression  made,  because 
another  power  had  the  habit  of  aggression.  This 
would  be  to  take  example  from  what  we  blamed. 
And  he  insisted  that  Great  Britain,  in  availing 
herseK  of  a  larger  and  more  beneficial  use  of  the 
territory,  under  the  compact  for  a  common  use. 
(all  that  had  been  shown  against  her,)  practised 
no  aggression;  whilst  we  asserted,  by  this  bill,  an 
authority  beyond  a  oonmaon  use.  Which  was  the 
party,  then,  that  was  to  be  considered  as  committing 
pacific  relations  to  hazard? 
'  Both  the  gentlemen  from  Missouri  disclaimed, 
indeed,  any  purpose  of  provoking  rupture  with 
Great  Britain;  and  doubtless  they  spoke  in  all  sin- 
cerity. But  what  was  the  langtiage  they  had  em- 
ployed, and  reiterated,  in  speaking  of  Great  Brit- 
•inl  If  no  provocation  was  designed  or  imputed 
by  such  language,  what  was  the  language  they 
Would  resort  lo  when  provocation  was  designed? 
What  language  would  import  it?    He  should  be 

gad  to  hear  the  distinction  stated.  Our  negotiator 
td  told  us  that,  in  bis  judgment,  the  tenacity  of 
the  British  comnoissioners  in  the  discussions  of 
1894  on  this  subject  had  been,  in  a  great  degree, 
attributable  to  proceedings  here,  and  language 
held  in  Congress,  by  which  the  pride  of  the  Eng. 
Hsh  Govemment  had  been  wounded.  Why  should 
we  have  surprise  at  such  an  effect,  at  that  time  or 
this,  when  our  own  sensibility  had  been  prompt  to 
take  exception  at  a  mere  suspicion  of  adroitness 
or  success  in  turning  the  arrangement  between  the 
Governments  to  account? 

Amid  other  topics  of  illustration  of  the  encroach- 
ing temper  of  the  English  Government,  the  charac- 
ter of  her  policy  towards  China  and  Afghanistan 
had  been  introduced  into  the  debate.  Now  he  (Mr. 
A.)  read  the  character  ol  the  latest  proceedings  in 
those  quarters  very  differently  since  the  present 
wise  Administration  had  succeeded  to  the  manage- 
ment of  afiairsin  England.  In  the  mid  career  of 
the  most  triumphant  success  in  China,  with  no  im- 
pediment to  an  unrestricted  progress  of  her  arms, 
what  was  the  spectacle  England  had  exhibited? 
Why,  that  she  preferred  Ihe  interests  of  commerce 
to  conquest;  as  she  would  the  larger  interests  of 
our  commerce  to  Oregon,  if  the  question  were  com- 
plicated with  no  provocation  to  her  pride. 

And,  then,  Affghanistan!  What  had  been  ner 
recent  conduct  there?  She  had  decided  to  retire 
from  her  establishments  in  that  country,  evidently 
from  just  perception  of  the  impolicy  or  extension 
of  dominion  in  that  quarter.  The  present  minis- 
try were  manifestly  alive  to  the  great  truth,  that 
commerce  was  the  talisman  of  English  prosperity 
— not  the  extension  of  territory,  save  for  the  inter-  • 
ests  of  commerce.  Before  consenting  to  the  aban- 
donment of  Affghanistan,  however,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  English  arms  had  returned  there, 
after  expulsion,  to  preserve  the  point  of  honor. 

Did  tne  history  of  this  proceediiig  suggest  to  us 
no  instruction?  We  too  had  an  Affghanistan  and 
a  Hindostan.  The  Oregon  Territory  was  as  far 
beyond  the  region  of  our  present  interests  of  set- 
tlement and  occupation,  as  Affghanistan  was  re- 
mote from  any  real  coimexion  of  interest  with 
Hindostan.  The  valley  region  of  the  Mississippi, 
if  its  Ganges  had  seven  mouths  of  discharge,  as  one 
time  it  must,  would  not  be  the  empire  of  Hindos- 
tan, in  its  capacity  t)f  ministering  to  opulence  and 
power.  We  could  not  withdraw  entirely  from 
our  Afl^hanistan;  but  was  it  wise  to  make  an  ef- 
fect to  divert  our  population  and  resources  from 
this  Hindostan  to  that  A%hani.stan?  No  one 
thought  of  withholding  protection  from  our  peo- 
ple who  had  gone  to  Oregon,  or  might  go  there. 
The  question  was  not  on  that  point,  but  on  the 
policy  of  insiiltUing  bounty  on  migration  there; 
which  the  bill  did.  He  TMr.  A.)  made  no  objec- 
tion to  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  Iowa  to  Oregon, 
to  \h»  establishment  of  Indian  agencies  there,  to  an 
appropriation  for  exploraticw  as  regarded  me  oc- 


casion, and  position  of  forts,  and  their  future  .estab- 
lishment if  found  to  be  required,  (steps  which 
England  had  taken;)  he  had  no  objection,  in  short,  to 
any  provision  which  would  lead  us  pari  passu 
with  the  action  of  the  Enelish  Government,  not 
inconsistent  with  reciprocal  stipulations.  Consid- 
ering the  clause  of  the  bill  so  much  discussed,  in 
relation  to  the  allodial  grants  of  land,  as  presenting 
that  inconsistency,  he  was  obliged  towage  oppo- 
sition to  this  provision.  He  did  so,  not  on  this 
ground  only:  out  on  the  farther  groutd,  that  the 
effect  of  such  provision  must  be  more  probably  to 
compromise  than  advance  the  objects  of  obtaining 
the  teiritory  eventually;  and,  in  doing  so,  mi^ht 
also  compromise  the  harmonious  relations  with 
the  power  with  which  we  were  litieating  on  this 
subject,  on  which  great  and  equal  interests  of 
both  p&nies  were  dependent. 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  BENTON, 

*     OF  MISSOURI. 

In  Senate,  Thursday,  February  2, 1843.— On  the 
alteration  of  the  boundary  between  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  • 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  now  finished  all  that 
he  meant  to  say  on  the  inunediate  sulMect  before 
the  Senate ;  Irat,  in  the  progress  of  tne  debate, 
another  question  had  grown  up,  springing  out  of 
the  main  one,  and  constituting  a  epis(Me  of  some 
length  as  well  as  of  much  interest.  The  Oregon 
question  connects  itself  with  thfe  merits  of  the  Tate 
British  treaty:  and  the  refusal  of  the  British  min- 
ister to  include  this  question  in  that  treaty,  has 
placed  in  higher  relief  Che  vices  of  the  treaty  itself; 
and,  among  others,  the  unexpected  sacrifice  of  the 
old  line  of  1783,  between  the  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  free  admission  of 
British  fur-traders  and  their  goods  to  the  places, 
within  our  limits,  from  which  they  were  remov^ 
under  Jay's  treaty,  forty  years  ago.  This  vice  in 
the  treaty  has  been  several  times  brought  lo  the  no- 
tice of  the  Senate  by  me;  and,  thanks  to  the  opposi-^ 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Choate,]  will  now  be  kept  before  it  until  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  and  the  coimtry  is  directed  to 
it,  and  the  public  opinion  determined  and  fixed. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (said  Mr.  B.) 
is  evidently  much  in  earnest  in  all  that  he  says; 
but  he  has  fallen-  into  two  errors,  which  lead  him 
entirely  astray — the  error  of  applying  his  testimony 
to  the  wrong  river;  and  of  corifoundinff  the  treaty 
line  of  17^,  with  the  trading  route  followed  at 
that  time.  The  British  leUers,  in  the  shape  of  af- 
fidavits, fronf  which  he  read  some  parts  as  appli- 
cable to  the  northern  branch  of  the  Pigeon  river 
route,  were  wholly  applicable  to  the  Elamanistiouia 
route,  50  miles  fanner  north;  and  the  treaty  line 
was  the  water  communication  along  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  its  connecting 
lakes,  and  not  the  trading  route  which  was  on  the 
portage  route  of  the  same  waters,  but  south  of  them. 
All  this  would  be  made  clear  on  the  maps,  and 
would  show  the  Senator  the  mistakes  under  which 
he  labored,  and  which  led  to  his  erroneous  con- 
victions. 

My  complaint  against  the  Secretary-negotiator 
is,  that  he  sacrifice  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  in  this  part  of  the  northwestern  line;  gave 
up  to  the  British  what  had  belonged  ttf  us  for  sixty 
years,  and  which  was  all  that  was  worth  cpntending 
for  in  that  quarter,  and  then  affected  to  have  made 
a  ^rand  acquisition,  and  to  have  secured  to  us  four 
millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  lands,  where  he 
had  actually  made  this  sacrifice.  By  settling  a  dis- 
puted line,  as  he  conceives,  he  has  attained  this 
fine  result:  when,  in  fact,  tnere  was  no  dispute 
about  the  line  there;  (Lord  Ashburton  refusing  to 
second  the  British  fur  traders'  demand  of  the  St. 
Louis  river:)  and  all  the  alteration  made  was  to  our 
prejudice — ^beingthe  loss  of  all  the  territory  be- 
tween the  two  Pigeon  river  routes;  the  loss  of  the 
old  trading  route  which  commanded  the  Indian 
trade;  and  the  lo^s  of  the  revenue  which  the  Brit- 
ish fur  company  should  have  paid  us  on  the  goods 
carried  through  our  territories. 

The  map  which  I  have  hung  on  the  Secretary'; 
table  will  explain  what  I  say,  and  will  show  that 
from  Iiake  Superior  there  are  three  routes  (water 
and  portage  lines)  leading  from  the  west  partoif 
that  lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  that  the 
middle  one  of  these,  (called  the  Lony  Lakes,  on 
Mitchell's  map  used  in  1783,  and  Pigeon  river  in 
modern  maps,)  is  the  boundary  uncter  the  treaty;  : 
has  been  so  held  and  marked  for  sixty  years;  so 


admitted  bv  the  British  fur  traders  in  1809;  and  m 
declared .  by  Lord  Ashburton  at  the  late  treatf . 
This  route,  by  Pigeon  river,  divides,  within  twmj 
miles  after  leaving  Lake  Superior,  into  two  branch 
es;  and,  after  joining  and  separating  repeatedly, 
and  going  through  a  succession  of  small  }akes  ant 
rivers,  and  sometimes  diverging  to  the  extent  of 
half  a  degree,  finally  become  united  in  Raiiij  Lake, 
at  the  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles  froa 
Lake  Superior.  The  northern  of  these  branchei 
is  called  the  water  communication,  because  itap> 
proaches  within  six  hundred  and  seventv-nine 
paces  of  the  waters  of  the  L.ake  of  the  Woods  the 
other  is  called  th«  portage  route,  because  it  has 
thir^-six  portages  in  it.  The  water  communica- 
tion is  the  boundary,  under  the  treaty  of  1783:  the 
portage  route  was  the  trading  one  practised  by  the 
French  when  they  occupied  Canada,  and  bf  the 
British  until  they  gave  it  up  under  Mr.  Jay's  treatt. 
This  is  the  character  of  the  two  routes;  though,  m 
my  speech  upon  the  treaty,  the  northern  bruich  ww 
considered  the  trading  route,  which  it  is  doc  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choats]  has  set 
me  right  in  that  particular:  for  which  I  liave  rea- 
son to  ihank^him,  as  he  shall  spon  see. 

.  The  other  two  routes  are  far  to  the  north  and  to 
the  south  of  this;  the  northern,  fifty  miles  distant  at 
the  Kamanistiquia  river,  and  through  Dog  Lake; 
the  southern,  at  the  St.  Louis  river,  2&  miles 
south,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  SQp^ 
rior.  The  Kamanistiquia  route  is  called  bj  ue 
British  the  new  route;  being  opened  by  them  i& 
1802,  when  they  had  to  give  up  the  old  Freack 
route.  The  St.  Louis  river  route  is  called  Fni 
du  Lac,  because  at  the  extremity  of  the  lake;  and 
has  no  political,  and  but  little  commercial  impot^ 
ance.  The  great  points  in  the  case  are — 1.  The  (dd 
British  trading-post  called  the  Grand  Ptfiiage,  or 
Fort  Charlotte,  at  the  entrance  of  Pigeon  river,  aad 
a  few  miles  south  of  its  mouth.  2.  The  new  Britisk 
post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kamanistiquia,  and  jurt 
north  of  it,  called  F^t  William.  3.  HuiiteT'&  Isl- 
and, where  these  two  routes  unite.  These  three 
points  are  cardinal  in  this  inquiry;  for  they  are  the 
landmarks  of  the  national  boundaries,  as  admitted, 
declared,  and  acted  upon  by  the  British  themselFes, 
from  the  time  that  Jay's  treaty  compelled  them  lo 
remove  from  our  limits.  The  Grand  Portage,  ts 
seen  marked  upon  every  map,  was  evacuated  bj 
the  British  in  1802,  under  the  article  of  Jay^  treaty 
which  stipulated  lor  the  surrender  of  the  Westen 
posts,  and  was  abandoned  to  us  as  our  property.  Ffri 
William,  as  seen  upon  the  same  maps  &1Xy  miles 
north,  was  established  by  the  British  at  the  sane 
time,  because  it  was  on  their  territory:  and  it  he- 
came  the  great  depot  of  their  goods  and  furs.  This 
remained  the  case  from  Jay's  treaty  to  Webster^ 
treaty;  but  now  it  is  the  case  no  longer.  Whtf 
Jay's  ireaty-^bad  as  it  was — secured  to  us  in  tbit 
quarter,  Webster's  treatv— good  as  it  is— has  taken 
irom  us  1  And,  more:  it  has  drawn  in  the  line  &r 
near  two  hundred  miles,  from  the  northern branck 
to  the  southern  branch  of  the  Pigeon-river  route! 
has  given  the  British  all  the  territory  b^ween  the 
two  branches,  including  the  large  island  called 
Hunter's!  has  given  them  the  old  trading-rooie 
which  controls  the  Indians !  and,  in  addition  to  all 
this,  has  exempted  them  from  the  payment  of  tkt 
duties,  which  they  moved  away  to  avoid  at  the  time 
of  Jay's  treaty! 

These  are  the  allegations;  and  ngw  for  the  prooC 
And  the  chief  part  of  this  proof  ^all  be  drawa 
from  the  British  themselves — fVom  the  members  of 
their  powerful  fur  company,  and  from  Lord  A^ 
burton,  who  accomplished  for  them,  in  the  laie 
treaty,  what  they  vamly  attempted  under  the  Ghent 
commission,  and  all  they  have  beoi  willing  for 
forty  years. 

I  begin  with  the  Grand  Portage,  on  the  westen 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  the  former  seat  of  tndt 
and  empire  of  (the  British  Northwest  Companj;* 
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*"  Lake  Superior  is  the  largest  and  moat 
nificent  body  of  fresh  water  in  Uie  world:  it  is  dear 
and  pellucid,  of  great  depth,  and  abounding  ia  a 
great  variety  of  fish,  which  are  the  most  excelksi 
of  their  kind.  ♦  •  ♦  The  company  keep  a  vef- 
sel  of  from  50  to  70  tons  on  this  lake,  to  tran^ot 
the  goods  coming  from  Montreal  to  the  Gbun 
Portage,  and  to.  return  the  furs.  ♦  •  •  The 
Grand  Portage  is  situated  on  a  pleasant  bay  on  tk 
north  side  ot  the  lake,  in  latiiuue  48,  and  kogitsde 
90  west  from  Greenwich.  At  the  entrance  of  t^ 
bay  is  an  island,  which  screeais  the  haite  iron 
every  wind  except  the  south.    ♦     ♦     ♦    The  bay 
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j)d  their  renstms,  given  by  themselves,  for  learing 
bat  great  post—tlreir  grand  quarters— in  the  year 
809.  I  .use  sevej^  affidavits  from  the  partners  and 
lerlE^of  that  company,  used  before  thecommis* 
ioiiers  unde^r  the  7th  article  of  the  Ghent  treaty, 
icar  twenty  years  agcj^  and  all  preserved  in  our 
ublic  docnments  of  the  session  of  1837-38.  The 
irst  affldnvlt  (in  order  to  give  a  fnll  view  of  t)ie 
rholecase^  I  read  in  fnll:  from  the  others,  short 
xtracts  will  be  read,  to  sustain  the  material  points: 

rk4  swoffi  afidavU  of  f^iam  Mukayy  par^r  in 

iheBrUukNortkwea  Company. given  at  MotUrtaL 

Jmne  i2<*,  1827. 

"The  undersigned,  William  Mackay,  gentle- 
lan^  now  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province 
f  Lower  Canada,  doth  hereby  certify :  That 
c  wto  a  partner  of  the  Northwest  Company, 
nder  the  firm  of  McTavish,  McGillivray,  and 
kunpany,  iot  the  fur-trade  of  Lake^uperior,  and 
le  coootries  east,  north,  and  west  of  the  said  lake. 
That  the  great  depot  or  the  far-trade  was  at  the 
h€at  CarryimfM^tacef  a  few  miles  west  of  Pigeon 
iver.  in  LakeBoperior.  That,  from  a  strong  be- ' 
lef,  founded  on  the  assertions  or  thd  United  States 
fficers  at  the  garriaon  of  Michilimackinac,  to 
imxlf  in  jwrion,  that  'ike  above  depot  was  todhin 
\e  limiis  of  ike  United  States^  and  they  woutd 
tvy  keofOf  d^Uies  on  ait  merckandise,  stores,  dec. 
mported  thereto,  and  on  all  furs,  dtc,  exported 
berefircmi,  (which,  had  it  taken  place,  would  have 
een  ruinous  to  the  said  company  carrying  on  the 
ar-trade,)  the  said  company  was  obliged  to  ez- 
imine  the  cponUies  to  the  northward  and  eastward 
f  the  said  Qreat  Carryinc-place,  for  another  route 
>  the  interior  countries.'*^  *  ♦.  *  "That  the 
indersigned,  in  the  year  1801,  at  the  orders  of  the 
ud  Northwest  Company^  undertook,  ^ith  Mr. 
ean  Baptiste  Fomainville,  one  of  the  clerks  of 
be  said  company,  eight  eiperienced  men,  and  a 
lative,  in  a  canoe,  to  explore  a  route  from  Lac  tA 
Huie  to' the  mouth  of  the  Dog  river,  in  Lake  Su- 
erior,  called  Kdmanistiquia!  which  they  performed 
flth  great  difficulty  and  hard  labor.  That  they 
bond  the  whole  country  through  which  they  pa-ssed 
I  perfect  idHdemess:*  ♦  •  ♦  «« That,  in  the 
'ear  1802.  the  undersigned  explored  another  river 
D  the  saia  new  route,  which,  Irom  its  continuous 
apids,  was  found  impracticable  for  loaded  canoes, 
md  the  present  new  route  wds  then  determined  on 
\s  that  by  which,  in  fvlure,  they  would  carry  on 
he  fur  trade,  as  being  a  country  in  which  the 
United  Stales  had  no  claim. 

"That,  in  the  year  1802,  the  said  company  began 
tleariuff  the  forests  at  Kamanistiquia,  for  the  erec- 
lon  orbuildings,  &c.;  and  that  large  parties  of 
Den,  for  severS  years,  were  employed  in  making 
:arrying-places  througn  the  forests,  some  of  them 
)verdeep  swamps  and  morasses,  over  which  cause- 
vays  were  laid  of  logs,  squared  on  one  side;  and 
bat  on  the  Portage  Savanne  the  causewav  is  more 
ban  two  miles  in  leneih."  *  •  ♦  "That  it  was 
vith  difficulty,  by  making  presents  to  some,  and  al- 
Qwing  extra  wages  toothers,  that  the  men  engaged 

brms  an  amphitheatre,  and  is  clear  and  inclosed, 
md  on  the  leu  corner  of  it,  beneath  a  hill  three  or 
bur  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  crowded  by  others 
)f  still  greater  altitude,  is  the  fort,  (Fort  Charlotte;) 
}icketea  in  with  cedar  palUsadoes,  and  inclosing 
louses  built  with  wood,  and  covered  with  sHingles. 
'  ♦  *  The  portage  hence  to  Pigeon  river  is 
line  miles.  ♦  ♦  ♦  This  is  the  great  depot  of 
he  fur-trade,  where  the  "north  men,  comine  from 
he  interior — from  the  Assinaboin,  the  Saskatchi- 
Mrine,  the  Atabasea,  the  Lake  Winipec,  and  other 
[ar  interior  lakes  and  rivers— and  brmging  the  furs 
3f  a  yearns  trade,  meet  the  pork-eaters  wno  bring 
the  goods  from  Montreal,  and  where  the  two  divis- 
ions of  men  exchange  loads.  «  «  «  Twelve 
hundred  men  often  meet  here.  *  «  *  The 
proprietors,  in  part,  reside  there.  It  is  the  head- 
Quarters  of  the  company.  The  mode  of  living  at 
the  Grand  Portage  is  as  follows:  The  proprietors, 
clerks,  guides,  and  interpreters  mess  together,  to 
the  number,  tiometimes,  of  one  hundred,  at  several 
tables,  iu  one  large  hall;  the  provision  consisting 
of  bread,  salt  pork,  beef,  hams,  fish,  venison,  but- 
ter, peas,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  tea,  spirits,  wine, 
tnd  plenty  of  milk— lor  which  purpose,  several 
milch  cows  are  cooslantly  kept.  The  mechanics 
have  rations  of  such  provisions;  but  the  canoe- 
men,  both  from  the  north  and  from  Montreal,  (of- 
ten 1,900  in  number,)  have  no  other  allowance, 
here  or  in  the  voyage,  than  Indian  com  and  melt- 
ed fat/'— ^J&9m«'5  History  of  the  Pur-trade, 


in  the  fbr-trade  could  be  prevailed  on  to  transport 
the  goods,  furs,  fte.,  by  the  new  route.  That,  in 
the  3rear  1803,  the  undersigned;  from  very  good 
authority,  received  information  that  the  United 
States  troops  hadactoaUy  landed  at  MitshiUmacki' 
nac,  the  Ameriean  garrison,  for  the  purpose  of 
proeaeding  to  the  depot  of  the  fur-trade,  at  (he 
Great  Oairfing-place,  and  there  enforcing  the  duties 
contemplated  to  pe  levied*on  the  merchandise,  fqra^ 
&c.,  of  the  said  Northwest  Conopeny,  as  British  sub- 
iects,  had  they  not  learned  the  said  company  were  then 
beginning  to  evacuate  ike  said  depot,  situated  at 
the  east  end  of  the  said  Oreat  Carrying-ptace. 

"T%us,  the  undersigned  considers  the  new  route 
from  Kdmansstiquia  to  be  more  dangerous,  of  greater 
length,  and  requires  more  labor  than  the  oid  route 
by  the  Oreat  Carrying-piace,  <f^." 

• 

Extract  from  the  smom  affidavit  of  John  McQiUi' 
vray,  a  partner  in  the  Norhwest  Company,  given  at 
QUngarry,  in  Upper  Canada,  June  87, 1887. 

"John  McGillivray^  of  Glengarry,  in  the  said 
district,  gentleman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
aaith:  That  he  was  a  partner  of  the  ci-devant  North- 
west Company,  furnished  with  capital  and  goods 
by  the  ^ih  of  McTavish,  Frobisher,  &,  Co..  and 
McTavish,  McGillivray,  &,  Co.,  of  Montreal,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fur-trade  of  Ijake 
Superior,  and  the  countries  east,  north,  and  west  of 
the  said  lake.  That  the  great  depot  or  the  associa- 
tion then  composing  the  Northwest  Compainr  was 
at  the  Great  Carrying-place,  on  the  border  of*^  Lake 
Superior,a  few  miles  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon 
river.  That  iVom  a  strong  belief,  founded  upon  the 
assertions  of  the  United  States  commanding  officer 
Uien  stationed  at  Mackinac,  (and^  indeed,  others,) 
that  the  same  depot  was  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  that  it  was  the  decided  in- 
tention of  the  Government  of  that  country  to  appoint 
and  establish  a  military  post  there ^  in  order  thatH^hey 
might  levy  duties  on  all  merchandise,  stores,  <$^.  4^, . 
imported  thereinto,  and  also  on  the  furs  exponed 
therefrom,  consonant  with  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  their  own  State,  after  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration  it  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to,  by  the 
association  composing  the  Northwest  Company,  that 
the  trade  could  not  afford  the  heavy  impost  wUh  which 
it  most  inevitably  would  have  beenburdened,  and  that 
it  would  ultimately  prove  ruinous  to  the  concern  at 
large, 

"In  the  year  180B,  this  new  i^ute  was  again  ex- 
amined, and  the  road  'marked  out  then  as  the  one 
by  which  in  future  the  fur  trade  was  to  be  carried 
on.  That,  at  a  very  great  expense,  the  concern  had 
to  clear  away  thick  woods,  to  erect  many  building, 
&c.,  and  for  several  years  to  employ  large  parties 
of  men  to  open  roads  through  the  forests  or  carry- 
ing-places, to  avoid  many  dangerous  rapids  and 
falB  in  the  rivers,  and  to  communicata  with  brooks, 
ponds,  lakes,  Ac,  which  had  no  other  communica- 
tion. To  all  appearances,  this  route  had  never 
been  practised,  except  by  the  natives  whose  hunt- 
ing-grounds are  in  the  vicinity  thereof.  *  It  was 
with  some  difficulty,  and  by  allowing  extra  wages, 
that  the  servants  of  the  company  employed  in  car- 
rying on  the  fur-trade  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
undertake  the  transport  of  the  goods,  fura,  &o., 
Ac,  by  this  new  route.  The  deponent  was  several 
years  in  the  f\ir-trade,  both  before  and  after 
that  depot  (or  headquarters)  was  transferred  from 
the  Grand  Carrying-place  to  Kamanistiquia,  (or 
Fort  WiUiam,)  and  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
both  routes.  7^  new  route  is  more  dangerous, 
is  of  greater  length,  and  requires  an  infinite  deal 
more  labor,  espedaUy  in  years  of  low  wtUer,  than 
the  old  route  by  the  Grand  Portage  or  the  Great 
Carrying-plaee,  Pigeon  river,  ifc,,  to  Lac  La 
Croix."" 

Extract  from  the  sworn  affidavit  of  H,  Mugillis,  a 
partner  of  the  Northwest  Companu,  given  at 
Glengary  in  Upper  Canada,  June  6th,  18^. 

"The  undersigned  doth  hereby  certify  that  he 
vas  a  partner  of  the  Northwest  Company,  tmder 
the  firm  of  McTavish,  McGillivray,  and  Com- 
pany, forthe  fur-trade  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
connt/ies  east,  north,  and  west  of  the  said  lake. 
That  the  great  depot  of  the  fur-trade  was  at  the 
Great  Carrying-place,  a  few  miles  west  of  the  sor- 
tie of  the  Pigeon  river.  That  from  a  strong  belief, 
founded  on  tne  assertion  of  the  United  States  offi- 
cers and  others,  that  the  above  depot  was  within  the 
limits  ol  the  United  States,  and  that  heavy  duties 
would  be  levied  on  all  merchandise,  stores,  &c., 
imported  thereto,  and  on  the  ftirs  exported  there- 


from, by  the  officers  of  the  .United  States,  which 
would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  said  firm,,  they 
were  obliged  to  examine  the  countries  normward 
and  eastward,  for  another  route  to  the  interior 
countries. 

"  That,«at  a  very  great  expense,  they  had  to 
clear  a  thick  forest,  to  erect  buildings,  dec.,  and  to 
employ,,  for  several  years,  large  parues  of  men,  to 
open  roads  through  the  forests,  to  avoid  dangerous 
rapids,  falls,  &c,  in  the  rivers,  as  carrying-places 
for  their  goods,  furs,  dec,  and  to  communicate  with 
brooks,  ponds,  and  lakes,  which  had  no  other  com- 
mimlcaiion  known;  and  that  much  of  the  roads 
was  over  deep  swamp  and  morass;  and  to  cross 
these,  causeways  of  logs,  sqc^red  on  the  surface, 
were  laid,  in  one  place  of  more  than  two  miles  in 
length. 

"That  it  was  with  difficulty,  and  by  allowing 
extra  wages,  that  the  men  employed  in  the/ur-trade 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  undertake  the  transport  of 
goods,  furs,  &c,  bv  this  new  route.  The  under- 
signed was  several  years  in  the  fur-trade,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  depot  for  the  fhr-trade  was 
transferred  from  the  Great  Carrying-place  to 
Kamanistiquia,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  both 
routes.  Tnat  the  new  route  is  mort  dangerous,  is  of 
greater  length,  and  requires  more  labor,  than  the 
old  route  by  the  Great  Carrying-place,  Pigeen  river, 
4^.,  to  Lac  La  Croix" 

Extract  from  the  sworn  affidavit  of  Jsan  Baptttt/e 
PomainviUe,  a  clerk  in  the  Nory^wett  Fur  doiu^ 
pany,  given  at  Montreal,  Jwm  19,  181^. 

"That  in  the  year  1801,  the  undersigned,  in  his 
capacity  as  clerk  to  the  said  companv,  waspJaccd 
under  the  orders  of  Colonel  William  Mf^kay 
(then  one  of  the  partners  of  the  Northwest  Cod»* 
pany)  with  eight  men  and  one  native,  in  a  canoe, 
to  explore  a  route  from  the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Doe  river  in  Lake  Superior,  caUed  Kaman- 
istiquia. That  they  did  explore  a  route  from  thence 
to  the  place  called  Kamanistiquia;  that  they  found 
^he  whole  country  a  perfect  wilderness,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  and  hard  labor  that  they 
reached  Kamanistiquia.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
That  the  undersigned  was  a  derk  in  the  service  of 
the  Northwest  Company  several  years  befbre  and 
after  the  depot  for  the  fur-trade  was  transferred 
from  the  Great  Carrying-place,  a  few  miles  weat 
of  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  in  Lake  Superior,  to 
Kamanistiquia;  and  believes  the  said  transfer  of 
the  depot  to  have  been  made  on  account-  of  Suites 
threatened  to  be  levied  on  i^^  goods  imported  to, 
and  the  furs  exported  from,  the  said  depot  at  the 
Great  Carrying-place  by  the  officers  of  tne  United 
States.        •  •  •  ♦        Thai  the 

undersigned  was  well  acquainted  with  both  routes, 
and  considers  the  new  route  (by  the  Kamanisti- 
quia) as  of  greater  length,  more  dangerous,  and 
requiring  greater  labor  than  the  old  route  by  the 
way  of  &£  Great  Carrying-place,{Grand Portage"} 

Having  read  these  affidavits,  Mr.  B.  said  there 
were  others  of  the  same  tenor  from  other  gentlemen 
of  the  late  Northwest  (now  Hudson  Bay)  Companv. 
They  all  testify  to  the  same  points,  and  so  nearly 
in  the  same  words,  that  it  becomes  a  needfess  repe- 
tition to  recite  them.  They  establish,  beyond  con- 
troversy— 1.  That  the  Nonhwest  Company  occu- 
pied the  Grand  Portage,  and  made  it  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  company,  and  the  great  depot  of  their 
Indian  trade,  up  to  the  year,  1802.  3.  That  they 
carried  onlheir  trade  to  the  interior,  up  to  that 
time,  on  the  portage  route  of  Pigeon  river,  whien 
route  commenced  in  the  Grand  Portage.  3.  That  the 
retention  of  North  western  posts,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  1*^,  enabled  them  to  retain  possession  of 
the  Grand  Portage,  and  the  portage  route^  until  after 
the  surrender  of  those  posts  under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty. 
4.  That  they  broke  up  from  the  Grand  Portage,  and 
abandoned  the  portage  route  in  the  vear  1802,  and 
opened  anew  route,. and  establishea  a  new  post 
fifly  miles  further  north.  5.  That  they  did  this  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  evacuating  a  post  and  re- 
tiring ^om  a  route  which  belonged  to  the  United 
State.*:,  and  to  escape  from  the  custom-house  laws 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  6.  That 
they  did  this,  upon  the  unanimous  determination  of 
the  members  of  the  company,  at  ^eat  loss  and 
expense;  and  that  the  new  route  which  they  estab- 
lished was  longer,  more  difficult,  more  costly,  and 
worse  in  every  respect  than  the  one  which  they 
abandones.  The  bare  reading  of  the  affidavits 
establishes  all  thi««:  and  now  the  mere  reading  of 
the  treaty  of  1783.  and  that  of  1842,  will  establish 
1  the  remainder,  ana  show  that  the  boondariea  of  the 
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United  States  have  been  altered  bjr  Mr.  Webster, 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  British  fur4raders 
to  the  post  and  route  which  Jay's  treaty  compelled 
them  to  abandon.    These  are  the  two  treaties. 

The  treaty  of  1783  says: 

"Thence  through  Lalcf  Superior,  northward  of 
the  i»les  Royale  and  Philippeaaz,  to  the  Long  Lake; 
thencej  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  Lake,  and 
the  tpoter  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake 
<tf  the  Woods.*' 

The  treaty  of  184Q  says: 

"Thence,  adopting  the  line  traced  on  the  maps 
by  the  commissioners,  through  the  river  St.  Mary 
and  Lake  Supeiior,  to  a  point  north  of  He  Royale 
in  said  lake,  one  hundred  yards  to  the  north  and 
east  of  He  Chapeau,  which  last  mentioned  island 
lies  near  the  northeastern  point  of  lie  Royale, 
where  the  lioe  marked  'by  the  commissioners  ter- 
minates; and  from  the  last-mentioned  point,  south- 
westerly, through  the  middle  of  the  sound  between 
He  Royale  and  the  northwestern  mainland,  to  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river ^  and  up  the  said  river ^  to 
and  through  the  north  and. south  Fowl  lakes,  to  the 
lakes  of  the  height  of  land  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence,  along  the  water 
communication  to  Lake  Saisaginaga,  and  through 
thai  lakcf  thence,  to  and  through  Ofpress  Lake,  Lac 
du  Bois  Blanc,  Lac  la  Croix,  Little  Vermillion 
Lake,  and  Lake  Namecan,  and  through  the  several 
smaller  lakes,  straits,  or  streams,  connecUng  the 
lakes  here  Tn^ntioned,  to  that  point  in  Lac  la  Pluie, 
or  Rainy  Lake,  aCthe  ChauaHre  falls,  from  which 
the  commissioners  traced  the  line  to  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence 
along  the  said  line,  to  the  said  most  northwestern 
point,  being  in  latitude  49  degrees  23  minutes  55 
seconds  north,  and  in  longitude  95  degrees  14  min- 
utes 38  seconds  west  from  the  observatory  at 
Greenwich;  thence,  according  to  existing  treaties, 
due  south,  to  ils  intersection  with  the  49th  parallel 
of  north  latitude,  and  alcMog  that  parallel  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  U  being  understood  that  at  all  the 
water  communicatums,  and  aU  the  ussutl  portages 
along  the  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  and  also  Oramd  Portage,  from  the  shore 
of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  ac- 
tually used,  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the 
citizens  and  subjeets  of  both  countries." 

Such  are  the  words  of  the  two  treaties!  and  the 
bare  reading  of  them,  without  a  recurrence  to 
maps,  announces  a  great  difference.  That  differ- 
ence is  as  great,  in  tact,  as  the  words  would  im- 
pon.  To  understand  this  difference,  a  modem 
map,  or  some  large  map  of  the. United  Stat^  should 
be  examined:  one  that  would  show,  1st.  The  two 
parallel  (nearly)  lines  of  the  Fiseon  river  route; 
2d.  The  Kamanistiqnia  rome;  3d.  The  junction  of 
these  on  the  north  side  of  Ebnter's  island.  These 
three  points  being  seen  on  a  map,  the  explanation 
of  the  whole  becomes  intelligible,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  the  lines  ol  1783  and  1842  apparent 
to  every  eye. 

The  terms  of  these  two  treaties  announce  a  great 
difierence  in  the  boundaries  established  by  each  of 
them.  The  treaty  of  1783  follows  the  loater  com- 
mujiication  between  the  L^ke  Superior  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods:  the  treaty  of  1842  designates 
a  line  of  lakes,  rivers,  and  portages;  and  concludes 
with  making  all  the  portages,  and  especially  the 
Grand  Porrage  on  Lake  Superior,  free  and  open  to 
the  use  of  lx)th  parties.  The  treaty  of  ITSS  con- 
tains nothing  of  this  icind. 

Admitting  that  the  Pigeon  river  called  for  in  the 
treaty  of  1842  is  the  Long  Lake  called  for  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  thus  that  the  iwbw  line  leaves  Lake 
Superior  at  the  right  place: — admitting  this,  I  pro- 
ceed to  point  out  the  fact,  that,  within  iwe^y  miles  of 
the  lake,  the  Pigeon  river  divides  into  two  branches 
— the  southern  bearing  down  through  North  and 
South  Fowl  Lakes;  the  other  bearing  almost  due 
west,  and  taking  the  name  of  Arrow  river.  These 
two  branches  approach  and  diverge,  passing  through 
numerous  small  lak^  and  forming  many  islands, 
until  they  reach  the  Height  of  Land,  40  miles  from 
Lake  Superior,  and  where  the  waters  of  that  lake 
and  thase  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  rise  within  679 
paces  of  each  other.  Passing  the  Height  of  Land, 
whicn  is  the  dividing  ridge  which  separates  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  Hudson 
Bay,  the  parallel  routes  again  diverge,  forming 
the  large  island  called  Hunter's,  and  many  smaller 
islands,  until  they  finally  come  together  in  Rainy 
Lake,  whence  they  issue  by  a  river  as  large  as  the 
Hudson,  which  flows  into  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
whence  another  large  river  flows  into  l^e  Win- 


nipec,  whence  the  Missinnippi(of  the  Indians)  now 
called  Churchill  river,  flows  into  Hudson's  Bay. 
These  two  parallel  lines,  from  their  first  divergence 
near  Lake  Superior,  to  their  final  conjunction  in 
Rainy  Lake,  a  distance  of  more  than  100  miles, 
are  known  by  names  as  notoiious  and  as  distinct  as 
any  two  objects  in  nature  can  be.  The  northern, 
or  outer  line,  is  called  the  Water  Communication, 
because  it  is  the  most  continuous  water  line ;  the 
southern,  or  inner  line,  is  called  the  Portage  Route, 
because  it  has  numerous  portages,  or  carrying 
places  upon  iL  The  former  was  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  treaty  of  1783:  the  latter 
was  the  trading  route  of  the  French  when  they 
owned  Canada,  and  of  the  Brititth  from  the  time 
they  conquered  Canada  in  1763,  until  they 
removed  to  the  Kamanistiquia  route  in  the  year 
1802.  Following  this  southern,  or  inner  route, 
upon  any  map  on  a  scale  to  show  small  objects, 
and  every  landmark  called  for  in  the  treaty  of 
1842  will  be  found,  and  will  always  be  found 
tfi  follow  the  most  southern  deflexions  of  ever^ 
lake  and  river,  so  as  to  cut  deepest  at  every  possi- 
ble point  into  the  old  and  acknowledged  territory  of 
the  United  States!  Look  at  those  calls,  both  in  the 
treatv  and  on  the  map.  First,  North  and  South 
Fowl  Lakes,  many  miles  south  of  Arrow  river; 
then  LAke  Saisaginaga,  C3rpress  Lake,  and  Bois 
Blanc  Lake,  which  carry  you  south  of  Hunter's 
island;  then  Lake  Iia  Croix,  and  Vermillion  Lake, 
which  keep  you  sooth  of  the  Namecan  river;  then 
the  Namecan  Lake,  which  takes  you  into  tne  ex- 
treme southern  limb  of  Rainy  Lake.  These  are  the 
new  calls! — all  to  the  south!  everv  one  pursuing  each 
lake  or  river  to  its  extreme  southern  aeflexion!  and 
then  throwing  in  all  the  portages,  and  Grand  Port- 
age itself,  into  the  bargain.  This  is  the  new  line; 
and  it  will  be  shown  in  the  proper  place,  that  this 
precise  line  was  begged  by  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany, in  1827,  and  refused  by  General  Porter,  (the 
Ghent  commissioner  under  the  7ih  article,)  because 
it*  would  alter  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 
What  he  refused,  Mr.  Webster  granted. 

This  establishes  the  fact  of  the  alteration  of  this 
boundary.  The  further  fact,  that  it  was  wrongfully 
altered,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  British,  and  the 
injur V  of  the  United  States,  remains  to  be  estab- 
lisheu;  and  to  the  proof  of  that  I  now  proceed. 

First,  I  point  to  the  map  now  on  the  Secretary's 
table,  and  which  shows  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  marked  up  to  the  northern  line  of  the  Pigeon 
river  routes,  and  going  north'  of  the  large  i^and 
called  Hunter's.  This  is  a  late  map.  Forty  others, 
of  different  dates,  might  be  produced;  and  any  per- 
son, in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  who  has  a 
large  map  of  the  Union  in  his  possession,  may  see 
the  bonnaary  as  there  traced. 

Next,  I  point  to  the  British  route  opened  in  1602, 
afier  the  removal  of  the  fur  company  trom  the 
Grand  Portage,  which,  passing  up  the  Kamanis- 
tiquia, and  throuEfh  Dog  Lake,  and  the  Thousand 
Lakes,  arrives  at  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
on  the  north  side  of  Hunter's  Island,  opposite  its 
middle,  and  follows  the  Maliene  river,  the  ac- 
knowledged boundary  of  the  United  States,  to 
Lac  La  Croix.  This  conjunction  of  the  new  Brit- 
ish route  with  the  United  States  boundary  north  of 
Hunter's  Island,  is  proof,  from  the  British  them- 
selves, that  the  boundary  was  on  the  north  of  that 
island,  where  the  maps  place  it — and  which  decides 
the  whole  question;  for  that  island  is  the  great  land- 
mark between  the  two  routes,  which  are  there  sep- 
arated to  their  widest  degree  of  divergence.  The 
Webster  line  is  on  the  south  of  this  island;  and 
will  so  be«marked  in-every  map  made  after  this 
timt. 

Next,  I  refer  to  the  eight  affidavits  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company,  dated  in 
1826,  all  aflirming  that,  in  1802,  the  company,  by 
a  unanimous  derision  of  its  managers,  removed 
from  the  Grand. Portage,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
esiuary  of  Pigeon  river,  to  Fort  William,  on  the 
noith  side  of  the  Kamanistiquia, /or  the  purpose  of 
getting  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United* Stales!  and 
that  this  new  route  brought  them  into  the  Maligne 
river,  (north  side  of  Hunter's  Island,)  which  river 
they  folk)wed  west  to  Lac  La  Croix.  Thus  the 
British  came  into  the  northern  branch  of  the*Pi- 
geon-river  routes,  and  followed  it  west  through 
the  wicked  Maligne  river,  because  they  had  no 
right  to  go  to  the  SQuthem  branch. 

Next,  I  refer  to  the  eight  treaties  which  guaran- 
ty the  northern  of  these  routes  as  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  sixty  years'  possession 
which  ve  hav«  h^i  of  t^t  ]>Q^Taiary,    Th^  trear 


ties  referred  to,  are— I,  that  of  the  prelimiiMries 
of  peace,  signed  in  178%  2,  that  of  the  peace  it- 
jelf,  signed  in  1783;  3,  Jay's  treaty  of  1794;  4,  Mr. 
King's,  of  1803;  (rejected  by  the  Senate;)  5,  Mr. 
Monroe's,  of  1807.  (rejected  by  Mr.  JcflfiMsonO-e, 
the  Ghent  treaty  or  1814:  7,  its  convention  of  1818, 
by  Messrs.  Rush  and  Gudlatin;  8,  the  renewal  of 
that  convention  in  1828.  All  these  treaties— some 
positively,  others  tacitly— confirmed  the  line  from 
Lak«  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  Wher- 
ever the  question  was  made,  the  attempt  to  alter 
these  boundaries  was  instantly  repolsed.  The  ef- 
fort, espedaUy  of  the  British  traders,  to  get  beck  to 
the  portage  route,  and  to  have  the  free  and  comnion 
use  of  our  portages,  and  to  be  exempt  from  duties 
on  our  territory,  was  repulsed  in  every  inatance, 
except  one,  (Jay's  treaty;)  and  even  then,  so  re- 
stricted as  not  to  be  used  by  the  British.  That 
these  eight  treaties  all  maintained  our  rights  west 
of  Lake  Superior,  and  that  they  have  all  beet 
set  at  naught  by  the  Webster  treaty,  is  appareai 
from  their  terms  and  their  history;  and  I  now  nro- 
ceed  to  auote  those  terms,  and  to  show  that  nis- 
tory,  so  far  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  establish  my 
position. 

1.  The  provisional  treaty  of  peace,  signed  at 
Paris,  November  30,  1782:  Messrs.  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  and  Hrary  TjanrewK, 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
This  preliminary  treaty  thus  defines  the  boundanr 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods: 

"Thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of 
the  isles  Royale  and  Philippeaux,to  the  Long  Lake; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  Lale,  and 
the  water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  preliminary  articles 
of  peace;  and  these  words  have  remained  unaltered 
from  the  year  1782  to  the  year  1843,  when  they  were 
changed  by  the  Webster  treaty. 

3.  The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  6f  September  3, 
1782L  This  treaty  was  signed  by  Adams,  Franklin, 
and  Jay;  and  in  all  that  related  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
was  a  transcript,  word  for  word,  of  the  boun^ry 
described  in  the  preliioinaries  of  1782. 

3.  Jav*s  treaty  of  l794.    The  object  of  this  treaty, 
as  we  all  know,  was  to  settle  some  difficulties  which 
had  grown  up  in  the  construction,  or  in  the  execo- 
tlon,  of  the  treaty  of  1783.    Two  of  these  difficul- 
ties related  to  the  Northwest:    1.  The   retention 
of  the  northwestern  posts  by  Great  Britain:  2.  The 
impracticability  of  the  boundary  calls  between  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Mississippi.    The  Eog- 
lish  retained  the  northwestern  posts  in  defiance  of 
the  treaty;  and  the  call  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  the  Mississippi,  being  for  a  line  due  west,  was 
impracticable,  becaase  the  source  of  the  Mississippi 
was  south  (nearly)  from  that  lake.    The  posts  were 
retained  for  the  sake  of  the  fur-traders,  and  to  keep 
up  a  control  over  the  Indians:  the  call  for  the  Mis- 
sissippi (regardless  of  the  course)  was  adhered  to 
by  the  British,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  upon  it 
a  claim  to  the  navigation  of  that  river.    Mr.  Jay 
went  to  London  to  adjust  (among  others)  these  two 
difficulties;  and  the  adjustment  of  these  questions 
brought  out  all  the  pretensions,  in  relation  to  bound- 
aries and  Indian  trade,  which  the  British  then  s^ 
Up  in  that  quarter.    We  will  see  what  tbese  pre- 
tensions were,  and  how  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Jay. 
Happily,  there  were  protocols  in  those  days;  and,  at 
the  aistance  of  half  a  century,  we  can  trace  the 
origin  and  progress  of  every  proposition,  rejected 
or  not,  which  then  engas^ed  the  attention  of  our 
negotiator.    A  point  with  the  British  negotiator 
(Lord  Grenville)  was,  to  obtain  the  admijsicxi  of 
goods,  duty  free,  from  Canada,  through  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  Stales— a  point  which  was  in- 
stantly and  decisively  rejected  by  Mr.  Jay.    Under 
date  of  October  29,  1194,  from  London,  he  thus 
stales  the  proposal,  and  his  rejection  of  it: 

"It  was  proposed  that  goods  for  the  Indian  trade 
9hou1d  pass  from  Canada  to  the  Indians  within  the 
United  States,  duty  free:  to  this  I  could  not  con- 
sent." 

Instead  of  acceding  to  this  proposition,  a  restrict- 
ed agreement  for  transportation  of  goods  over  the 
poriages  (where  they  were  on  the  boundary)  was 
inserted  in  the  treaty,  so  little  agreeable  ofavail- 
able  to  the  Northwest  Company,  that  they  had  to 
abandon  the  portage  route  west  of  Lake  Superiw 
as  soon  as  the  treaty  too)r  effect.  It  was  arnde  3 
of  the  treaty,  a  nd  in  these  ^prds: 

'^And  no  duties  shall  be  payalMe  on  vnj  gpods 
(  Which  shall  merely  be  carried  pter  wnr  of  tfce|)«of^ 
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iges  or  carr]ring-p1aces  on  either  side,  for  the  pur- 
K»e  of  being  immediately  reimbarkea  and  carried 
0  some  other  place  or  places.  Bat  as,  by  this  stip- 
ilation,  it  is  only  meant  to  aecnre  to  each  party  a 
ree  passage  across  the  portages  on  elKch  stae,  it  is 
igreed  (hat  this  exemption  from  doty  shall  extend 
^oly  to  such  goods  as  are  carried  in  tne  usual  and 
[irect  road  across  the  portage,  and  are  not  attempt- 
d  to  be  in  any  manner  scmq  or  exchanged  da  ring 
heir  passage  across  the  same;  and  proper  regula- 
ioos  may  be  established  to  prevent  the  possibility 
f  any  f^uds  in  this  respect.*' 

This  was  the  extent  of  Mr.  Jay's  concession — too 
estricted  to  be  acceptable;  and  inapplicable,  be- 
ides,  to  the  portage  route  west  of  Lake  Superior, 
tcause  that  route  was  noi  a  boundary!  The  article 
iras  only  applicable  where  the  portages  were  on 
be  water  communications  loAt^A  t^ere  6^fm<2cm^5. 
riie  Northwest  Company  had  no  benefit  from  it 
n  the  portage  route  of  Figeon  river,  and,  there- 
ore,  broke  up  soon  after,  and  removed  fifty  miles 
orth  into  the  wilderness  route  of  the  Kamanistiquia. 
rhere  they  ha/e  wandered  ever  since!  but  the 
Webster  treaty,  by  making  the  portage  route  the 
oundary,  has  put  an  end  to  their  exile,  brought 
lem  back  to  the  place  from  which  they  removed 
)rty  years  ago,  and  made  the  portage  privileges 
lestimably  valuable  to  them.  They  will  return, 
nder  this  treatyl  and  no  higher  evidence  could  be 
iven  of  the  change  which  it  has  made  in  the 
oundary.  British  territory  will  now  be  contigu- 
us  to  our  territory;  and  British  stores,  mar- 
ines, and  warehouses  skirt  the  line  from  which 
ley  have  so  long  been  removed. 

No  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Jay  to  alter 
le  boundary  from  the  outer  to  the  ionet  line  of 
le  Pigeon-river  routes:  the  only  thin^  which 
ould  ht  done  for  the  traders,  was  to  prolong  the 
me  for  the  surrender  of  the  posts.  Tnis  was  ex- 
mded  two  years:  and  the  correspondence  shows 
lat  Uie  object  or  the  extension  was  to  enable  the 
iritish  fur-traders  to  collect  their  debts,  and  pre- 
are  for  removal.  The  time  for  the  surrender  of 
le  poets  expired  in  179^  the  company,  unwilling 
»quit  the  Grand  Portage  till  almost  driven  away, 
waited  the  threatened  approach  of  troops  from 
laddnaw,  and  only  evacuated  their  position  in 
903. 

4.  Mr.  Rttfus  King's  treaty  of  1803.    This  was 
treaty  (though  rejected  by  the  Senate^  of  the 

iffheat  importance,  as  testimony,  in  tne  case. 
*ne  settlement  of  the  boundary  in  the  Northwest, 
om  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi, 
as  one  oi  the  objects  of  Mr.  King's  negotiation, 
[e  was  consequently  employed  on  a  boundary 
oestlon,  aikl  a  botmdary  west  of  Lake  Supericff; 
[kd  that,  at  the  identical  moment  that  the  Northwest 
bnnxuiy  were  breaking  up  ftrom  the  fine  position 
r  the  Grand  Ponage.  abandoning  the  portage 
Mite,  and  going  50  miles  north  to  explore,  in  tb^ 
'Uderness,  a  new  route  incomparably  worse.  That 
as  the  time  to  complain,  if  ever !  That  was  the 
me  to  claim  the  portage  route  as  the  true  one ; 
r  to  ask  for  an  alteration  from  the  northern  to  the 
mthem  route!  They  did  no  such  thing— neither 
le  one  nor  the  other.  The  treaty  is  silent  on  the 
hole  subject — the  correspondence  also !  9o  that, 
\  this  critical  and  opportune  moment,  the  suffer- 
ig  company  never  even  pretend  to  utter  a  com* 
laint!-  They  did  not  even  ask  for  the  use  of 
ortacea  and  exemption  from  duties  I 

5.  Mr.  Monroe's  treaty  of  1807.  This  is  almost 
(  important  as  that  oi'^  Mr.  King.  It  was  soon 
[ler  Ine  removal  bf  the  company,  and  while  the 
jury  to  them,  if  any  had  been  done,  was  still 
esh  and  recent.  It  was  still  a  lavorable  time  for 
lem  to  complain,  if  wrong  had  been  done  them— 

datles  had  been  illegally  threatened,  or  a  right 
>undary  unwillingly  surrendered.  It  was  still  in 
me  for  them  to  complain.  But  no,  not  a  word, 
'he  treaty  and  the  protocols  are  wholly  silent  upon 
lesnl^ect:  and  this  silence  is  an  emphatic  declara- 
on  that  tne  Grand  Portage,  and  the  whole  portage 
)ute  to  Rainy  Lake,  then  belonged  to  the  United 
tates.  and  that  the  British  traders  were  justly  ex- 
ludea  from  them. 

6.  The  GUient  treaty  of  1814.  It  was  at  the  ne- 
otiatlon  of  this  treaty  that  the  British  first  sug- 
ested  a  proposal  for  aneringthe  boundary  between 
Jike  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The 
imerican  ministers  heard  the  sug|;estion  with  in- 
redulity,  and  supposed  it  to  be  a  mistake,  and  that 
was  the  boundary  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
od  the  Misaiaaippi  which  was  intended;  but  the 
lri|iiih  miniaterB  repeated  their  nip^eatioBi  coined 


with  the  old  demand  for  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  new  one  for  an  alteration  of 
the  boundary  between  Gluebec  and  Halifax.  AH 
these  demands  the  American  ministers  (Messrs. 
J.  Gt  Adams,  J.  A.  Bayard,  H.  Clay,  JonaUian 
Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin)  unanimously  and 
instantly  rejected.  The  protocols  and  correspond- 
ence show  these  proceedings  on  these  points: 

BRITISH  PR0P081TI0K8. 

"The  boundary  line  west  of  I^ake  Superior,  and 
thence  to  the  Missisiippi,  to  be  revised;  and  the 
treaty-right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navigatioii  of 
the  Mississippi  to  be  continued.  When  asked 
whether  they  did  not  mean  the  line  from  the  Lake 
ofthe  Woods  to  the  MiSvSissippi,  the  British  com- 
missioners repeated  that  they  meant  the  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  that  river. 

"A  direct  communication  from  Halifax  and  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick  to  Gluebec,  to  be  se- 
cured to  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  our  question. 
In  what  manner  that  was  to  be  effected?  we  were 
told  that  it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to  Great  Brit- 
ain of  that  portion  of  the  district  of  Maine,  in  the 
Slate  of  Massachusetts,  which  intervenes  between 
New  Brunswick  and  Gluebec,  and  prevents  that  di- 
rect communication. 

"There  will  then  remain  for  discussion  the  ar^ 
roHgemeni  of  the  Northwestern  "boundary  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi,  the  free  navi- 
gation or  that  river,  and  such  a  variation  of  the 
line  of  frontier  as  may  secure  a  direct  communica- 
tion between  Gluebec  and  Halifax. 

AMERICAN  ANSWER. 

"The  imdersigned  further  perceive  that,  under 
the  alleged  purpose  of  opening  a  direct  communica- 
tion between  two  ofthe  British  provinces  in  Amer- 
ica, the  British  €k>vemment  require  a  cession  of 
territory  forming  a  part  of  one  of^the  States  of  the 
American  Union;  and  that  thev  propose,  vfiihout 
purpose  speciJicaUy  aUeged,  to  draw  the  boundary 
line  westward— not  from  the  Lake  ofthe  Woods,  as 
it  now  is,  but  from  Lake  Superior.  It  must  be  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  the  United  States  whether  the 
object  of  the  British  Government,  in  demanding 
the  dismemberment  ofthe  United  States,  is  to  acquire 
territory  as  such,  or  for  purposes  less  liable,  in  the 
eyes  ofthe  worla.  to  be  ascribed  to  the  desire  of  ag- 
grandizement. Whatever  the  motive  may  be,  and 
with  whatever  consistency  views  of  conquest  may 
be  disclaimed,  while  demanding  for  herself  or  the 
Indians  a  cession  of  territory  more  extensive  than 
the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  duty  marked 
out  for  the  undersigned  is  the  same.  They  have 
•no  authority Xocede  any  part  ofthe  territory  of  the 
United  States;  andto  Tho  stipuUUion  to  that  effect  wUl 
they  subscribe." 

These  were  the  British  demands,  and  the  Ameri- 
can answers,  at  Ghent  I  and  mark  them  well.  The 
British  propositions  are  put  forth  as  matters  of  fa- 
vor, and  not  of  right;  and  the  gentlest  language  is 
used  to  veil  their  pretensions.  A  revision  of  the 
line  from  Lake  Superior— a  variation  of  the  line 
between  Gluebec  and  Halifax — a  cession  of  teirito- 
ry  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain  in  ihe  North- 
east, or  of  her  Indian  allies  in  the  NoithwesL 
This  is  the  form  of  her  reouest.  No  error  in  either 
existing  line  suggested !  No  ri^ht  pretended !  Fa- 
vors only  requested  for  herselt  and  her  Indians! 
and  these  favors  instantly  rejected  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  five  American  comnoiissioners.  Who 
would  have  believed,  at  that  time,  that  what  was 
then  asked  as  favors,  should  aAerwards  be  demand- 
ed as  rightsi  and  wnat  was  then  rejected  by  five 
American  commissioners,  should,  forty  years  af- 
terwards, be  granted  by  one  Secreiary-negoiialorl 
The  Ghent  commissioners  refused  eitber  to  revise 
the  boundary  beyond  Lake  Superior,  or  to  vary  the 
line  between  Gluebec  and  Halifax:  and  ihey  refused 
both  for  the  same  reason — that  they  could  not  dis- 
member the  United  States,  or  cede  away  any  part 
of  its  territory ! 

The  time  of  these  requests  deserves  to  be  marked: 
it  shows  the  spirit  in  which  they  originated,  and 
that  both  were — what  our  Secretary -negotiator  prop- 
erly characterized  one  of  them  iohe-^She progeny  oj 
the  late  war  I  The  war  had  shown  the  value  of  a 
direct  communication  through  Maine  from  Halifax 
to  Gluebec;  and,  therefore,  they  asked  for  a  grant  of 
that  direct  communication,  to  facilitate  their  opera- 
tions against  us  in  future  wars.  The  same  war 
Imd  also  shown  the  power  and  efiiciency  of  the 
I^orthwest  Ccnnpany  in  directing  the  Indians  against 
Qs;  and,  therefore,  they  sought  to  increase  the  ad 
vantages  of  this  company  in  the  great  seat  of  theii 
^pire  west  of  Lake  Superior,  in  order  to  make 


them  still  more  efficient  and  still  more  powerful 
against  us  in  future  wars.  This  was  thex>rigin  of 
the  two  requests  at  Ghent:  and  tha  five  American 
commissioners  then  there,  having  Anierican  hearts 
in  their  bosoms,  instantly  and  uuerly  rejected  both 
propositions,  and  in  the  same  words.  They  de- 
clared that  they  would  subscribe  to  no  such  propo- 
sitions: and  there  ended  the  attempt  either  lotevis€ 
the  Lake  Superior  line,  or  lovary  the  Maine  bound- 
ary at  Ghent. 

Instead  of  revision  or  variation— instead  of  ces- 
sion or  dismemberment— articles  were  agreed  upon 
for  running  and  marking  the  true  boundary,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 
Messrs.  Adams,  Clay,  Bayard,  Russell,  and  Galla- 
tin, Willi  true  American  feeling,  adhered  to  the 
sacred  revolutionary  boundaries  traced  by  the  ven- 
erable hands  of  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Jay. 
They  adhered  to  these  boundaries,  and  adopted 
measures  to  ascertain  and  p^etuate  them.  Leav- 
ing out  all  that  relates  to  Maine,  I  quote  the  article 
(the  7th  of  the  treaty^  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  they  did  in  relation  to  the  I^ake  Superior 
boundary,  now  the  subject  of  controversy  before  the 
Senate.    It  is  in  these  words: 

"It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said  two  lastmen- 
ioned  commissioners,  afler  they  shall  have  ex- 
ecuted the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding 
article,  shall  be,  and  thev  are  hereby,  authorized, 
upon  tAeir  oaths,  impartially  to  fix  and  determine, 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  ihe  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  that  part  of  thebounda^,  between  the 
dominions  ofthe  two  powers,  which  extends  from 
the  water  communicaHon  between  Lake  Huron  and 
Lake  Superior  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  decide  to  whick^  of  the 
two  parties  the  several  islands  lying  in  the  lakes, 
water  commvmicaUons,  a/nd  rivers,  forming  the 
said  boundary,  do  respectively  belong,  in  conform- 
itv  with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783;  and  to  cause  sucn  parts  of  the  said  bound- 
ary as  required  iito  be  surveyed  and  marked,"  (with 
reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign  in  case  of  diflfer- 
ence  of  opinion,  as  in  the  case  oCthe  Maine  bound- 
ary.) 

This  was  the  end  of  the  attempt  to  revise  the 
Lake-Superior  boundary  at  Ghent.  The  Ameri- 
can commissioners  unanimously  refused  the  revis- 
ion; and  the  British  commissioners  agreed  to  an 
article  to  have  the  treatv  of  ^  carried  into  effect 
according  to  its  true  mtent.  For  this  purpose, 
commissioners,  under  oath,  were  to  examine  the  lo- 
calities, set  apart  the  islands  in  the  water  commu- 
nications to  tne  parties  ip  which  they  belonged, 
and  to  mark  the  poundarf  where  necessary.  The 
7th  article  of  the  treaty  contained  this  agreement: 
and  under  it.  Gen.  Porter,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  appointed  commissioners.  They  were 
employed  on  this  part  of  the  line^f  different  pe- 
riods, from  the  year  1824  \q  1827;  and  now  the 
whole  secret  came  out,  which  had  been  concealed 
from  our  commissioners  at  Ghent  When  asking 
for  a  revision  of  the  Lake-Superior  and  Lake-of- 
the- Woods  boundary,  the  Briti^  commissioners 
kept  their  fur4raders  out  of  view,  and  ^ut  forward 
the  Indians  as  the  people  for  whose  benefit  an  al- 
teration ofthe  line  was  wanted.  No  sooner  has 
the  board  met,  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  to  act  upon 
this  part  of  the  line,  than  the  Indians  are  dropped  I 
—the  true  parties,  and  the^  true  object,  appear  I— 
and  this  true  party  is  the  Northwest  Fur  Company; 
and  the  true  object  is  the  return  of  this  company 
from  the  wildeniess  of  the  Kamanistiquia  to  the 
Grand-Portage  route  within  the  United  States, 
and  to  be  exempt  fVom  duties  when  so  returned! 

It  was  now  tnat  propositions  for  altering  the 
boundary  were  maae  ty  McGillivray,  the  head 
of  the  fur  traders— now,  that  he  pleaded  for  the 
southern-portage  route— now,  that  he  begged  in 
vain  for  the  identical  boundary  which  the  Web- 
ster treaty  has  granted:  and  it  was  at  that  time 
that  all  the  affidavits  were  taken  to  show  that  the 
portage  route  was  the  old  route — that  the  British 
bad  practised  it  before  they  went  to  the  Kaman- 
istiquia; and  it  was  now  that  the  absurd  preten- 
sion to  the  St.  Louis  river  as  a  boundary  was 
brought  forward,  in  order  to  be  surrendered  as  % 
compromise  for  that  southern  portue  route  which 
commanded  A\  their  affections,  it  was  at  that 
lime,  in  fact,  that  the  attempt  was  made  to  sub- 
stitute the  old  trading  route  Ibr  the  water  com- 
munication—the very  attempt  which  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ohoatb]  is  now  ma- 
king,  and  for  which  nc  is  usinj  their  affidavits  1 
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)rts  of  the  eommissioDers  to  their  respec- 
^ments  prove  all  this,  and  show.  that, 
ter  was  as  decisive  in  refusing,  ais  the 
^rtinacious  in  demanding,  the  altera- 
idary,  and  a  return  of  the  Pur  Com- 
Ung  route  which  they  had  lost  by 
Jj  enforced  by  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay. 
pi,  of  the  executive  papers  of  1837- 
l^is,  and  shows  that  the  British  fur- 
rere  (he  real  party  which  appeared  before 
the  cpmmissiopers  under  the  7th  article  of  the 
CttWfti'.tif^Wty;"!!!**  to  get  back  to  the  Grand  Port- 
a«^ita!(l't6  pe  exempt  from  duties,  was  their  open 
object;  and  thai,  to  effect  this,  they  used  all  the  ar- 
guments there,  which  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Choatb]  has  here  repeated;  and  without 
eflfeci  then,  whatever  influence  they  may  have  now. 
Mr.  William  McGilUvray,  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany, was  the  principal  organ  of  these  traders;  and 
Jiad  candor  enough  to  show,  from  the  beginning, 
thAt  the  pretension  to  the  St  Louis  river  as  a  bound- 
ary was  a  mere  manoeuvre  to  get  a  compromise 
fortheportage  route,  exemption  from  duties,  and  the 
jrec  and  common  use  6f  all  our  portages.  Hear 
hito  in  his  leUers  and  affidavits  before  the  Ghent 
commissioners:  I  quote  from  his  letter  of  Sept.  4, 
104,  to  Mr.  Hale,  the  British  agent  before  the 
Qnent  commissioners: 

tjf  prerious  enmiMUoD  ofitB  ooaat  by  Mr.  ThomiW  And 
<HlierB,  «how  fufficlently  tbat  no  inlet  (to  dMerre  the  name)  Is 

iSittiSS?  ?L*?  ?®SS*™  ■*»^®-  .  OPP<»^to  10  ihe  west  end  of 
Istellojrale  (or  >I^Miooo«,  as  it  is  f enenUly  called)  Is  a  small 

mLl'}^*  into  which  «J.  the  mviere  aus  Tourtre^ 
(ngeoo.  or  Dure  rirer,]  which  Is  navigable  for  about  half  a 

2£SJrif5f^K?  2!?'J??^;?P**;  J"^*^^  nine  or  ten  miles 
I2r!f**  ^  *^  ^^  ^  tba  Grand  Poriage,  a  carryingplace 
SIfn'fiSf  ?S*ffi*  J"  lengOK  at  the  DwTeod  of  which  you 
again  find  the  Ririere  au  toortres;  this  river,  or,  rather,  a 
chain  of  portages  and  rapids,  is  felloi^  up  to  iti  soircS-^r- 

SffiSi'"  .»!  "*"?  °"**?r^^*^  7^  ^^n™*  «>  i^  *»«l«ht  of  land 
dividing  the  waters  which  fall  into  Lake  Superior  from  those 

JiSSf  .^iS*  Winnipec.  At  fim.  these  waters  an  so 
trUllof  and  shallow  as  not  to  hare  sufficient  depth  or  width  to 
passacanoeof  twenty.ftve  feet  with  any  loading:  it,  however, 
•oou  iDoreaM  bv  the  addition  of  severaf  other  L  Jl  stn«mM. 
SurSST-  »»y  fe^'ia?  H  Wis  in  Lac  La  Pluie,  a  riverbfcoS 
!!S?ri?  ,n>W^«»J«J  i^}  '»»•  route  of  the  voyagew  from  the 
hweht  of  landT is  impeded  by  many  carrying-places  and  rapids, 
which  connect  the  liule  lalces  into  whidh  ft  frequently  wi5w5 
iia  course.    These  lakes  are,  in  succession,  (goSg  wS! 

^  2^  1Si.r*&4*.5^T'\5^^  ^'  N^^<:'^n  lake} 
then  LMLa  Ftute,  But  these  lakes  are  very  distant  from 
each  other,  though  connected  by  rapids  and  Mrrvinc  olacea. 
•wept  the  two  last  mentioned,  which  We  only  separatol  byorS 
carrytagplace  of  no  great  length.  How  this  route  between 
Lake  ^nerior  and  iSc  La  p!ule  could  ever  be  cauid  tS 
''^'<"V/i'«*e,  I  Manot  conceive;  for  it  is  made  up  of  shallow  and 
narrow  sm^  rivers  and  rapids  without  number,  and  UUrtv-ns 
carryin^>plaM9,  together  with  the  lakes  above  mentionedrwUh 
many  others  not  worthy  of  a  name.  .         «'"*«oaiWitn 

"By  this  route,  and  thia  route  ow^,  was  the  trade  to  the 

Jon  of  Canada,  and  from  the  conquest  until  the  year  tmbr 
iheJ^n^UsAtraden;  when  the  dlfficuIUes  and  expense  attend 
Mg  ^  transportation  of  goods  from  Lake  Superiw,  by  way  of 
theOrand  Portage,  to  Lac  I^  Pluie,  became*^JJ  gr^ai  thw^the 
I^orthwest  Coowny  removed  the  general  depot  lo  Kamanu- 
ttgtfo,  -iiice  cJw  Port  mUiafS,  staUone?aSont  fiftVSS!i 
•astwardofthe  Grand  Portage.  The  whole  length  of  the  carry- 
log.placas  from  Lake  Superior  to  Lac  U  Plufe,  by  this  roui. 

fKraP'Li?''^iS'^'*^«»"»"«"?  ''Wchis  leasrbyfiv?orS5 
than  the  other,  (KamanisUquia.)'*  ^  • 

J*^i2**i^**  ^  *f  ^''^  ^^  ^^^  ^  *nd  <>«  I^c,  could  be 
l^iuhed  at  the  boundary,  it  u>ould%e  raining  a  great 
extent  ^f  country.  The  distance  computed  from  the  Qrand 
Portage  to  Pond,  SaLacSM  eigh^  league,  audi  an  arrange- 
ment,  howyer,  cmmHbeh^/or;  although  it  may  be  st!f^ 
^^S^  X?"^«>*««^'<orLaN  anpeX  to  t^  Lak?  of 

5^2^;  Jj"  ^°JL''  !?"'•  ^"^  ^««  William  they  (the 
AnwrioM)  have  im  preteniions  whatever,  as  it  was  never  prac- 

i^!2f5Sl*5*^?f*uT*!*^"J*ny'«»»«»<>oning  theGrand 
Portage  at  the  time,  (which  was  ifone  at  agreat  aacrifiee,)  wS 
li^?  *^'**5i  ^^^^,  of  the  customs  «  Bh^SilSSSiinS 

SS^^SiSii  Ji!f ,~  *^'  T^  ^«  *««•  attempted 

iTi^^nrff.S^^  f^  TWfrss.-  already  m«»5Sned,  from 
III.*f  S^i -i!?.?  ****.^z*»  ®'  ^^  *■««*  *o  tho  Grand  Pirtaiw 
iSL  ri'!S*Sth£'l!ti1nf £^^^^^^  iheandenfr^" 

K12^»5l^i^'"LP^"*  !•  altogether  impracticable,)  ie  per 
hyw  the  only  wesuooj  and  theepace  of  country  to  be  gSin- 

^^  loetby^hsrpartyiMofmtUorioamtequet^Mit 

otmnda/ryfrom  the  lake,  there  une  meane  of  getting  to  tZ 
nerth  end  of  the  Orani  Portage,  (the  point  of  embwcatioS 

£2?SlKi2J  '^J'i^Z^^'^'^  route; wkereae,by'^. 

i';??:j'i5'r^irt"^iBKt&^^  ^^ 

Such  is  the  ktter  of  Mr.  McQillivray,  and  it 
covers  every  point  in  the  ease.  It  presenui  every 
demand  made  of  General  Porter,  and  refused  by 

'Piftoncim.  '      ' 


This  is  General  Porter's  remark  upon  it;  and  it 
shows  that  Mr.  Barclay's  proposition  was  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray's,  and  that  the  ouestion  was  between  the 
WATER  COMB4UNICATION  Called  for  in  the  treaty  of 
'78  and  the  PoaTAOE  trading  route,  practised  before 
that  treaty,  and  afterwards  until  Jay^s  treaty.  Gen. 
Porter  adhered  to  the  water  coMMtiNicATioN,  as  his 
oath  and  his  duty  required  him  to  do;  and  thus  ex- 
presses both  his  determination  and  his  reason  for  it 
in  his  report  to  his  Government.    He  says: 

"Although  the  difference  between  the  two  commissioners 
was  b>t,he  above  propositions  greatlv  nariowed.  and,  indeed, 
rendered  of  little  conseaueoce  in  point  of  territorial  extent 
and  value;  yei  the  undeisigned,  considering  the  obligation 
imposed  by  the  treaty  to  follow  a  water  communication^ 
tohere  one  could  be  found,  ae  imperative,  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  his  colleague.'' 

Such  was  the  answer  of  General  Porter,  and 
no  stronger  or  higher  evidence  could  be  given  of 
the   truth  of  the  boundary,  as  established  by  the 
treaty  of  1783,  in  the  water  communication,  and 
not  in  the  trading  route.    He  was  under  oath— on 
the  spot— had  access  to  all  testimony— and  adhered 
k)  the  water  line  as  the  new  boundary.    That  line 
had  but  one  interruption;  and  that  at  the  Height  of 
Land,  of  six  hundred  and  5eventy-nine  paces^  as 
shown  by  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie:*  the  other, 
has  thirty-six  portages,  and  tweniy-seven  miles  of 
1^1  ?5?"^*^®'  *^  i"*  shown  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
McGillivray.    Foiled  in  this  proposition  to  begin 
the  line  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and  go  over  land  to 
the  trading  i^ute,  the  British  commissioner  then 
propopesanoiher— namely,  to  begin  in  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon   river,  follow  it  to  the  separation  of  the 
streams  at  Arrow  river,  then  follow  the  southern 
portage  route,  and  make  all  the  portages  free  and 
common  to  the  use  of  both  parties.    This  was  his 
last  proposition,  and  is  thus  stated,  and  thus  re- 
fused by  General  Porter: 


'From  hence  the  course  is  on  the  lake  of  the  same  name, 
west-southwest  three  miles  to  the  Height  of  Land  (Hauteur  de 
Tene,  of  the  French,)  where  the  waters  of  Dove  or  Piffeon 
river  (Riviere  aux  Tourtres,  of  the  French,)  urminaierand 
which  IS  one  of  the  sources  of  the  gieat  St.  Lawrence  in  this  di. 
recUon.  Having  carried  the  canoe  and  lading  over  It,  eix  hun- 
dred  and  aeventy-mne  pacee,  they  embark  on  the  lake  of 
Hauteur  de  Terre,  which  is  in  the  shape  of  a  horteshoe.  It  is 
entered  near  the  curte,andleft  at  the  exirtsmity  ufihe  western 
hmb,  through  a  very  shallow  channel  where  the  canoe  panes, 
half  loadM^  for  thirty  paces,  with  the  cuwent,  which  iead^ 
throueh  the  succeeding  lakes  and  rivers,  and  disembogues  by 
the  liver  Nelson  into  Hudson's  l^y.»--McKtnxie8 Butory  ot 
the  Fur  trade,  London  quarto  of  1801,  ».  51.  Geograpfierl 
have  done  iiijusuce  to  the  works  of  nature  in  this  quarter,  la  not 
nretcnting,  as  one  Hver,  the  great  stream  which  rises  within 
tfx  hundred  and  seventy-nine  paces  of  the  bead  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence,  and  makes  its  way  through  many  small,  and  some  lane 
lake*,  into  Hudson's  Bay.  Even  before  it  reaches  the  Lake  of 
l!?^S*^J5f '^T?'  "  *■  **^®  "  »*»•  UodsoB,  with  fertile  an 


him,  and  now  granted  by  the  Webster  treaty,  and  | 
defended  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts;  and 
it  presents  every  ^gument  in  favor  of  these  de- 
mands which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
ChoateI  now  presents  to  the  Senate. 

The  British  commissioner,  Mr.  Barclay,  became 
the  strenuous  advocate  of  the  traders;  entering  with 
zeal  into  their  scheme  of  establishing  the  old  tra- 
ding route  on  the  portage  line  as  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  them 
back  to  that  route.  'Pollowingithe  lead  of  IV^Gilli- 
vray,  he  offered  his  first  proposition  of  compromise 
in  these  terms. 

'*The  British  commiarioner,  on  the  other  hand,  o&red  to 
abandon  the  river  St.  Louia^  on  condition  that  his  colleague 
[General  Porter]  would  agree  to  accept  the  Orand  Portage 
route,  commencing  on  Lake  Superior,  about  eix  mUee  to  tne 
southwest  of  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river;  thence,  up  that 
river,  and  following  the  portage  route,  alternately  by  land 
and  water,  to  Lac  La  Pluie,  as  described  on  the  journal.'' 

General  Porter  objected  to  the  portage  route,  and 
adhered  to  the  water  commui^ication  of  Pigeon 
river  in  these  words; 

'The  American  commissioner  proposed  to  relinquish  the 
Kamanietiouia  routOy  provided  that  bis  colleague  would  con* 
sent  to  run  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river.  Riviere 
auz  Tounres,  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  and  thence,  through 
the  moot  continuoue  water  communication,  to  Lac  La  rime, 
as  descril>ed  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Barclay  insisted  for  the  portage  route,  as  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  now  does;  and  General 
Portec  shows  that,  in  this,  he  was  enforcing  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  McGillivray.  He  says  of  Mr. 
Barclay's  proposition: 

"7%ft»ias<  i»  the  route  aeeumedby  Mr.  McGillivray;  and 
It  appears  (him  his  letters,  that  the  only  question  in  his  mind 
asto  the  course  of  the  boundary  intended  by  the  treaty  was, 
whetharit  should  follow  /Ais  route,  or  take  the  water  route 
proposed  (by  way  of  compromise)  by  the  undersigned,  com- 
mencinginand  proceeding  up  Pigeon  river,  Ac.;  and  that  he 
has  been  induced  to  adopt  the  former,  on  the  rround  that  it 
would  accommodate  eocAoar/y  with  a  convenient  thorough- 
fare for  their  trade  to  the  Northwest." 


'*To  a  subsequent  modified  pcopoaitioa  of  tlw  British  ca». 
mlisioner,  to  take  a  water  lina  commencing  in  tbcawHl4of 
Pigeon  river,  and  thence  proceeding  to  Rainy  Lake,  aocows- 
nied  by  astipulation  that  the  Gramd  Portage  romU  akmddbi 
made  free  and  common  to  the  use  <^ both  partiea^^^lmik 

to  be  his  duty  to  object,  on  the  ground  that  m 


t  to  be  his  duty  to  object,  on  the  ground  that  sodi  a  stipalfr 
tion  would  involve  the  exercise  qfpowere  not  confided  to  He 
by  hie  commission." 

This  is  the  account  given  of  these  propositions 
and  of  their  fate,  by  General  Portei*.  The  British 
conmiissioner»(Mr.  Barclay)  gives  the  same  ac- 
count in  his  report  to  his  own  Government;  with 
the  important  additional  particular,  that  General 
Porter's  refusals  were  in  conformity  to  the  advice 
which  he  had  received  from  his  own  Qoveniincm! 
Hear  him: 

"  'And  as  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Porter,  to  cooductihelai 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river;  tlwooe, 
through  the  middle  of  said  river,  proceeding  to  Laka  LaPhib 
by  the  most  direct  and  continuous  water  commamicmtitn,  Ml 
Barclay  consented  to  adopt  a  route  from  Lake  Saperioi^  ^tk 
Grand  Portage,  to  Pigeon  river;  and  thence,  by  the  most  eaqr 
and  direct  route,  to  Lac  La  Phiie,  provided  the  Amerkee. 
commieeioner  would  consent  that  the  boundary  ehmid  k 
conducted  from  water  towater,  over  land,  throttjg^  the  wad- 
dle of  the  old  and  accuetomed  portages,  in  iboae  vktm 
where— fi'om  falls,  rapids,  shallows,  or  any  other  obstnctloo— 
the  navl^tion  and  access  into  the  interior  by  water  are  reodaisd 
impracticable.  Such  a  route,  with  all  the  portarai,  is  bsn  ^ 
scnbed  by  Mr.  Barclay,  for  greater  certainty;'  um  paiticain 
of  which  route  will  be  seen  in  the  section  last  referred  to. 

''The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  having  dedtnedK- 
cepting  the  modification  of  his  proposal  for  a  comtpnmiee,  m 
above  set  forth,  ttie  undersigned  soortiy  after  made  an  ' 
1,  to  the  following  efiect:  That,  lor  the 


proposition  to  him,  lo  me  loiiowmg  euecu  xnat,  Mr  um  par- 
pose  of  effeciing  a  cdmpromise — an  object  so  desirable  to  wCk 
pariiflS'-ihe  undersigned  would  consent  to  relinquish  the  pro- 
posed establishment  of  the  boundary  ttijoikgh  and  over  the  wM- 
die  of  the  portages,  and  U)  fix  it  as  a  water  lioe  in  the  coana  sf 
the  water  communications  described  for  that  purpose  by  then* 
dersigned,  provided  be  (the  American  comroiasiooer)  worid 
unite  in  declaring  the  portages  common  and  free  to  the  lam- 
ful  use  of  both  nations;  the  undersigned  always  altwing  that  be 
deeir.ed  it  a  pan  of  the  duty  of  the  commnsioneiB  to  pressrve 
the  communication  open. 

"This  proposition,  also,  was  lately  deeUned  by  the  cm- 
missionerofthe  United  States,  by  the  advice  <as  Ae  seated^ 
of  his  Qovemment." 

Thosthe  Americanand  the  British  conunlssioDen 
are  accordant  in  their  acconniol  this  whole  a&ir. 
They  show  that  the  British  far-traders  were  tht 
real  parties  to  this  question  of  boundary — that  a 
compromise  of  this  line  was  their  policy — that  the 
portage   line,  and  the  free  and  common  use  of 
the  portages,  was  their  object— and  that  all  this  was 
declined  by   General  Porter,  because  contraiyto 
the  treaty  of  1783,  and  because  he  was  so  advised  u> 
decline  it  by  his  own  Government.    That  Gov«ni- 
ment  (or  rather  the  administration  of  it)  was  thcB 
in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who  had  acted  on  this 
subject  at  the  Ghent  negotiations.    Mr.  John  CUim^ 
Adams  was  President;  Mr.  Clay  was  Secreiaiy  of 
State;  and  their  advice  to  General  Porter  was  is 
ezaet  conformity   to  their  answer  to  the  Britisli 
commissionersat  Ghent  in  1814 — ^namely,  apermp- 
iory  refused  to  revise  this  line  j or  amy  oijeclwhaJbtoerl 
And  now,  is  anything  further  wanting  to  show 
th^  this  whole  question,  so  tardily  got  up  after  the 
late  war — this  whole  question  aboot  tlie  boiuidary 
west  of  Lake  Superior — was  a  conceptioo  of  the 
British  fur-traders,  got  up  for  their  owninteioi, 
and  to  redeem  them  from  the  wilderness  of  the 
Kamanistiquia,  and  to  restore  them  to  the  Gtiad 
Portage,  and  the  who'.e  portage  route,  from  which 
they  removed  in  the  year  180d,  because  that  roule 
was  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States?    Is  there 
anything  more  wanting  to  prove  this?     If  there  be, 
here  it  js!    The  express  declaration  of  Mr.  Bar- 
clay in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his  repot  Id 
his  Government.    In  that  report  he  sajrs: 

i:^"It  is  afact,*familiar  to  every  person  who  has 
investigated  this  point,  or  who  is  conversant  w^ 
the  interests  concerned  in  it,  tiiat  the  tradeiB  an 
extremely  desirous  of  returning  from  the  Kamanis- 
tiquia  route  to  the  more  southern  routes;  and  that  they 
are  resolved  to  do  so,  if  the  bountdary  be  estabUdicd 
in  such  a  maimer  as  to  authorize  them." 

This  brings  me  to  the  end  of  the  prooeedkes 
under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  to  the  end  of  the  siA 
treaty,  which  consecrated  our  title  to  the  boaa^ur 
of  1783  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Laket^ 
the  Woods.  But  two  other  treaties  remain  lo  be 
noticed:  and  the  notice  of  thenfshall  be  brie£  for 
they  are  silent  unon  this  boundary;  and  this  is  t 
case  in  which  silence  is  as  expressive  as  words. 
-They  are: 

7.  The  convention  of  1818,  in  regard  totbehooB- 
darv  from,  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
and  for  the  joint  occupation  of  the  Columbia.  T^is 
convention  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  booBdarr 
on  this  side  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods:  a»d  tl^ 
proves  that  the  question' was  then  at  rat 
a  The  eontiBuatioQ  of  th«t  eonveniMt  Hi  1888^ 
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1  wMeh  the  same  silence  is  observed,  and  the  same 
Lferokce  is  to  be  drawn. 
ThxtS)  eight  treaties,  and  sixty  years*  possession, 
DQsecrmted  our  boundary  in  this  qnarter:  yet  the 
rcBLty  of  1848  disr^arded  these  eight  treaties,  this 
Lzty  years'  possession;  and  the  uniform  end  unani- 
KNis  ▼oice  of  all  negotiators,  and  of  all  adminis- 
rations;  and  delivered  ttp  this  important  boundary 
>  the  powerful  British  fur  traders,  i^w  more  pow- 
Hal  than  ever,  whose  dominion  extends  from 
cean  to  ocean,  and  from  the  lakes  to  Hu^n's 
tay  1  whose  strength  Is  now  united  under  a  single 
barter— that  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company;  who 
nrploy  many  thousand  men,  control  innumerable 
DOians,  and  whose  forts,  Ibrmed  into  regular 
hains.  icoven  all  the  country  West  and  north  from 
.Ake  Superior  to  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  and  to 
he  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay.  The  treaty  of  1642 
estones  these  powerful  and  now  ublted  traders  to 
heir  former  neadquarters-^the  seat  of  their  an- 
ient empire  at  the  Grand  Portage— and  to  the  great 
fading  route,  which  the  treaty  of  17^  gave  to  the 
Jnited  States.  The  treaty  of  1843  does  all  thisj 
ind  now  sofne  notice  6f  this  treaty  is  to  be 
aken;  and  from  this  notice  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
3ecretary;negotiator,  in  the  r^oithwest  as  in  the 
Northeast*  became  the  advocate  of  the  British; 
kcted  as  the  agent  or  solicitor  of  Lord  Ashburton, 
Q  seeking  testimony  against  his  own  couiHry;  and 
leprecia^  the  value  of  our  territory,  as  well  as 
he  importance  of  our  boundaries,  for  the  sake  of 
iavingp  an  excuse  to  give  them  aWay !  The  cor- 
respondence, meagre  as  it  is,  and  destitute  of  pro- 
ocols,  still  proves  this;  and  to  this  proof  we  will 
low  have  recourse. 

On  the  16th  day  of  July,  1842,  Lord  Ashburton, 
in  his  letter  of  that  date,  m  arriving  at  the  boun- 
dary west  of  Lake  Superior,  and  reciting  the.dif- 
fermces  between  the  British  and  American  com- 
missioners in  relation  to  that  boundary,  proceeds 
to  say  to44r.  Websten 


t«i 


In  coosidering  ihe  tecond  point.  It  really  appears  of  little 
importance  lo  either  party  how  the  line  be  determined  throagh 
ih«  wild  country  between  Lake  Superior  and  ihe  Lake  of  the 
Wood*,  but  it  is  important  that  aomeUne  ehotUd  he  JLiced 
andknown.** 

*«The  Amerlean  oommiHlOiner  fibked  for  the  line  from  Lake 
Superior  ap  theriy«r  Kenianistiquia  to  the  lake  called  Dog 
Lake,  whi<^  be  aappoii^  to  be  the  eame  as  that  called  Long 
Lake  in  the  ireaites;  thence  through  Sturgeon  Lake  to  the 
Lac  la  Plaie,  to  that  point  where  the  two  lines  assumed  by  the 
couunJerfortert  again  meet.'* 

♦  ••♦♦♦ 

^The  Briti^  commiseioner,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  for 
a  line  from  the  southwesierh  extremity,  at  a  point  called  Le 
Food  da  Lac,  to  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  thb  eatuary,  or 
lake  of  St.  Louis  river}  thence  up  that  river,  through  Vermillion 
river,  to  Lac  la  Pluie.*' 

****** 

^Iwotddpr^pose  that  the  Hne  he  taken  from  a  point  about 
six  miUs  south  of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  Grand  Portage 
'Commences  on  the  lake,  and  continued  along  the  lineofaaid- 
portagBt  alternately  by  land  arui  Ufater,  to  Lac  la  Pluie; 
the  existing  route  hy  land  and  by  toater  remaining  com' 
fncn  to  bothpaiHes." 

To  this  intimation  from  Lord  Ashburton,  that 
some  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  should  be  fixed  and  known,  it  would  have 
been  sufficient  for  Mr.  Webster  to  have  answered, 
that  such  a  line  was  fixed  and  known! — had  been 
for  sixty  yearsU-and,  for  forty  years  of  that  time, 
had  been  conforaied  to  by  the  British  themselves! 
And  to  his  proposition  to  take  the  portage  route  of 
Pigeon  river  for  this  boundary,  it  would  have  been 
sufficient  for  him  to  have  answered,  that  the  North- 
west Company  retired  from  that  route  under  Jay's 
treatv;  were  still  fifty  miles  beyond  it;  and  that  all 
administrations,  and  particularly  Mr.  Adams's  in 
1837,  had  refused  to  alter  the  water  boundary,  and 
permit  them  to  return  to  the  trading  route.  This 
would  have  been  sufficient,  one  would  think.  But  not 
so,  thought  Mr.  Webster.  The  first  thing  we  see  of 
hjm  is  a  correspondence  with  Messrs.  Delafield 
and  Ferguson,  (one  of  whom  had  been  the  agent, 
and  the  other  the  astronomer  and  surveyor,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  7th  article  of 
the  Ghent  treaty,)  bearing  date  the  20th  and  25th 
days  of  July;  which  was  two  days  and  seven  days 
l)efore  he  answered  Lord  Ashburton's  letter! 
which  answer  happens  to  bear  date  on  the  27ih 
day  of  the  same  July! 

In  this  correspondence  we  find  these  passages 
in  a  letter- from  the  Secretary-negotiator  to  Mr. 
Ferguson: 

*<What  \m  the  general  nature  of  the  country  hetween  the 
mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  the  Rainy  Lakel  Of  what  forma- 
tion to  it,  and  how  ie  ite  surface?  and  will  any  considerable  por. 
tion  of  Ite  areft  befit  for  calUvaUon?  Are  its  watert  active  and 
nuaioff  sdeMniy  as  in  oUitr  paits  of  (be  Uoked  States;  or  are 
they  deadlakae^  swamps,  and  morasBes]   If  the  latter  be  thejf 


Sneral  character,  at  what  point,  as  you  proceed  westward,  do 
e  waters  receive  a  more  decided  character  as  running 
streamsl  ,  ^ 

"There  are  siid  to  be  f bb  lines'  of  communication,  each 
partly  by  water  tod  partly  by  portages,  ftom  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pigeon  river  to  the  Rainv  Lake:  one  by  way  of  Fowl 
2^aA:es,  the  Saganaga  Lake,  and  the  Cypress  Lake:  the  other 
by  way  of  Arrow  rivtr  and  lake,  then  by  way  of  Saganaga 
Lake,  and  through  the  river  MaUgne^  meeting  the  other  route 
at  Lake  la  Croix,  end  through  the  river  Nameean  in  the 
Rainy  Lake.  Do  you  know  any  reason  for  attaching  great 
preference  to  either  of  these  two  lineal  Or  do  you  consider  it 
of  no  importance,  in  any  point  of  view,,  which ^mayfj be 
agreed  tol 

These  are  the  inquiries-,  and  they  are  put,  as  the 
lawyers  say,  leadingly— that  is  to  say,  they  ire  so 
put  as  to  lead  the  witnesses*  minds  id  the  answers 
wanted.  The  desired  answers  evidently  were— 
1i/rst^  that  the  cbtinlry  was  worth  nothing;  secondly, 
that  it  was  immaterial  which  route  was  i^^ca  lor 
the  national  b<)undary.  The  object  of  getting 
these  answers  was  evidently  to  have  a  pretext  for 
giving;  up  the  territory  tietween  the  two  routes 
to  the  British,  and  to  give  them  the  Choice  of  the 
routes— as  if  the  Brit&h  Wefe  slUy  enough  to  be 
struggling  for  forty  years  for  sterile  land,  and  an 
immaterial  boundary.  The  gentlemen  answer; 
and,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  character  of  the  soil, 
are  explicit  as  to  its  Worthlessness:,but  u6t  to  as 
to  The  two  routes.  Oh  this  point,  Mr.  Delafield, 
the  United  States  astronomer  and  surveyor  under 
the  Qhent  commission,  answers : 

"There  is,  nevertheless,  much  interest  felt  by  the  Air-traders 
on  this  eubiectof  boundary.  To  them  it  is  of  much  import- 
ance, as  they  conceive;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  of  national  Import- 
ance. Had  the  Britieh  commissionet  consented  to  proceed 
by  the  Pigeon  river,  which  is  tfaa  Long  Lake  of  Mitchell's 
map,  it  b  probable  there  would  have  been  an  agreement  There 
were  several  reasons  for  hia  pertinacity,  and  for  this  disagree- 
ment—which belong,  however,  to  the  priVale  history  of  the 
commission,  and  can  be  stated  wheb  required." 

Here  the  answer  disappoints  the  inquiry.  Instead 
of  folio  wing  the  lead  held  out  by  the  question,  and 
answering  "that  it  was  of  no  importance,  in  any 
point  of  view,  which  route  tttay  be  agreed  to;" — in- 
stead of  this,  he  answers  that  it  is  of  much  impor- 
tance—of national  importance — ^and  that  the  fur- 
tiraders  take  much  interest  in  it.  Thus,  the  an- 
swer disappoints  the  question;  but  to  no  purpose. 
Our  Secretary  pays  no  attention  to  his  own  testi- 
mony, when  it  makes  in  favor  of  his  own  country; 
and  readily  gives  the  British  all  they  ask,  and  re- 
stores them  to  the  route  they  had  to  relinquish  under 
Jay's  treaty.  The  testimony  proves  the  importance 
of  this  boundary:  but  why  resort  to  testimonyl  The 
conduct  of  the  British  is  itself  the  strongest  of  all 
testimony,  and  should  supersede  the  resort  to  any 
other.  Up  to  the  year  1802,  they  held  on  lo  this 
route  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  in  1802  they 
removed  from  it,  in  consequence  of  Jay's  treaty,  and 
explored  the  new,  difficult,  dangerous^  costly  route 
of  the  Kamanisiiquia;  to  get  back  from  which, 
and  especially  to  recover  the  master  post  of  the 
Grand  Portage,  had  been  the  object  of  their  labors 
for  forty  years.  The  value  which  they  placed 
upon  the  recovery  of  the  old  route,  should  have 
been  sufficient  lo  open  the  eyes  of  our  Secretary  to 
the  sacrifice  he  was  "making.  But,  neither  this 
conduct,  pregnant  as  it  was;  nor  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Ferguson,  pointed  as  it  was;  nor  all  that  pass- 
ed before  the  Ghent  commissioners,  could  cneck 
his  desire  to  oblige  the  British  at  the  expense  of  his 
own  country.  He  perseveres  in  his  design  to  grant 
Lord  Ashburton  all  he  demanded;  and  this  he  has- 
tens to  do,  although  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  other  wit- 
ness to  whom  he  appeals,  gives  him  pointed  testi- 
mony, derived  from  their  own  conduct,  against  the 
fur-tradere'  claim.    He  says: 

"I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bay  of  the  Pigeon  river  is  the  Long 
Lake  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  It  Is  designated  by  the  name  on 
MitchelPs  map,  which,  at  that  time,  was  the  only  map  existing 
of  these  regions;  and  was  proven,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  John 
Adams  and  Mr.  John  Jay,  to  have  been  the  only  geographical 
description  before  the  negotiators  of  the  first  treaty.  Though 
evidently  defective  and  erroneous,  it  is  but  fair  lo  talce  it  as  an 
evidence  of  the  intention.  In  addiUon  to  this  evidence  of  the 
construction  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  at  the  time  it  was  concluded, 
we  have  this  f^t  further— that,  immediately  after  tbe  peace, 
the  traders  of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company  destroyed  their 
forts  and  warehouses  st  the  Orand  Portage,  and  removed 
themselves  to  Fi>rt  WilHam^  ten  leagues  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Pigeon  river— a  course  which  could  only  have  lieen  adopted 
for  the  reason  that  they  supposed  their  previous  location  would 
now  be  on  foreign  territory.  In  addition,  I  have  never  heard 
this  construction  of  the  treaty  of  1788  questiftned  by  any  of 
the  partners  </  the  British  Fur  Company  whom  I  have  met 
in  that  quarter,'* 

Both  the  gentlemen  appealed  to,  give  testimony 
in  favor  of  uieir  own  country;  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. One  asserts  the  importance  of  the  boundary 
jnTa  national  point  of  view;  the  other  quotes  the 
y^uduct  of  the  fur  traders  against  themselves;  but 
1X0  matter— our  Secretary  persists  in  his  design  to 


treat  the  choice  of  boundaries  as  of  no  itnportanbti, 
and  to  give  the  British  their  own  choice,  and  to  re- 
establish them  in  their  old  headquarters.  On  the 
27th  day  of  July,  in  the  same  letter  in  which  he 
"proposed*  to  Lord  Ashburion  the  new  Maine  bound- 
ary, he  also  "proposed*  to  him  the  new  Lake  Supe- 
rior boundary;  and  does  it  in  the  precise  words 
proposed  by  Mr.  William  McGillivray,  the  chief  df 
the  then  Northwest  Company^  the  board  under  the 
Ghent,  commission  in  1824-Y7.  The  Pigeon  riv^ 
er— North  and  South  Fowl  Lakes— tHe  Lake  Sask- 
glnaga— Cypress  Lake—Lac  du  Bois  Blanc — ^Lac  tii 
Croix — ^Little  Vermillion  Lake—- Lake  Nameean — 
are  all  followed  in  this  letter  with  minute  particu- 
larity and  Oriental  scrupulosity.  And  then  ne  adds 

I  ^  clause  in  rcmuon  to  the  portages,  which  is  a  copV 
of  Lord  Ashburton's  demand,  as  Lord  Ashburton^ 
is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Barclay*s,  which  is  itself  a  copy 
of  Mr.  William  McGillivray*s.  Hete  i8  thij  Wefr 
ster proposition  forme  portages  in  this  portentoiis 
letter  of^  July,  1827,  consisting  of  the  precise  words 
which  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  treaty: 

'*Ii  being  understood  that  all  tbe  water  oommunkafions.  aad 
all  the  usual  portages  along  the  line  feom  I^lce  buperior  to  tnS 
Lake  of  ibe^  Woods,  and  also  Qrand  Portage,  from  the  shore  of 
Lake  6iipenor  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  actually  used,  riiall 
l>e  free  and  open  lo  the  use  of  the  fubjecis  and  cidzena  of  both 
countries." 

And  this  ends  the  chapter  of  our  wrongs  on  this 
section  of  our  boundary  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  great  united 
Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Cotnjpany  can  npW  r^; 
turn  as  masters  to  the  plabfe  ftota.  which  ihe^  retii-cd 
as  trespassers  forty  years  ago.  After  forty  yieap 
wanderings  in  the  wilderness  of  the  Kamanisti- 
quia,  a  deliverer  and  a  leader  has  appeared  to  lea4 
them  forth.  A  new  Joshua,  in  the  person  of  oiii 
Secretary-negotiator,  Las  conte  to  thte  rescue;  ^a 
the  Grand  Pohtiob  and  ihe  80t7TH£RN  houte  are 
again  to  become  the  seat  of  trade  and  empire  to  a 
SOVEREIGN  company,  whose  control  over  the  Indians 
has  cost  the  United  States  a  myriad  of  lives,  and  a 
hundred  millions. of  money. 

It  is  in  vain  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Choate,]  feeling  the  overwhelming  effect  of 
this  concession,  labors  to  establish  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  possession  of  the  portages  and  their  iise. 
It  is  to  no  purpose,  he  alleges^  that  the  late  tlreaty 
has  only  granted  the  lise  of  the  (^amd  PoRTAbis, 
and  the  thirty-six  other  portag^  formerly  ours;  it 
is  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  The  new 
treaty  alters  the  boundary;  and  then  makes  these 
portages  free  and  common  to  each  party.  And  this 
makes  the  treaty-rights  of  the  British  equal  to  our 
own;  while  their  actual  rights  will  be  iat  superior 
to  ours.  The  treaty  makes  us  equal:  the^po^er  of 
the  company  will  make  us  unequal !  They  will 
have  the  exclusive  use  and  possession  on  this  line, 
as  they  have,  under  the  same  words,  on  the  Colum- 
bia river.^  Every  American  who  ventures  on  these 
portages  will  be  shot  by  British  Indians,  as  a  thou- 
sand of  them  have  been  shot  who  fmre  ventured  to 
hunt  or  trade  on  the  Columbia  since  the  convention 
of  1818.  It  is  in  vain  for  the  Senator  to  say  the 
British  cannot  build  and  establish  posts  and  de- 
pots on  these  portages:  1  answer,  under  the  treaty 
their  rights  are  equal  to  ours!  that,  in  fact,  they  will 
be  greater!  and  that  British  territory  being  now 
brought  down  to  contiguity  with  all  these  portages, 
they  can  build  and  fortify  adjoining  to  them,  and 
still  be  upon  their  own  territory.  It  is  in  vain  that 
he  relies  upon  the  portage  privileges  in  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty.  Those  privileges  only  applied  to  the  port- 
ages on  the  existing  boundaries  under  the  treaty  of 
1783;  while  the  Webster  treaty  alters  that  boundary 
to  confer  these  privileges  in  a  new  place!  in  a 
place  from  whicn  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  compelled  these 
traders  to  remove  in  1802 !  It  is  in  vain  that  he 
pleads  the  immateriality  of  the  routes.  That  plea  is 
invalidated  by  the  conduct  of  the  British  themselves, 
in  holding  on  to  the  portage  route  for  twenty  years 
after  the  peace  of  '8^,  and  by  forty  years'  exertion 
since  to  get  back  to  it.  It  is  invalidated  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Delafield.  It  is  invalidated  by  every 
British  affidavit  produced  before  the  Ghent  commis- 
sioners. It  is  in  vain  to  prove  that  the  land  is  poor 
and  steril.  What  do  the  British  want  with  our 
popr  land?  That  is  the  same  plea  on  which  Maine 
was  dismembered  and  mutilated,  and  our  military 
frontiers  there  given  up.  If  poor  land  is  a  plea  for 
the  surrender  of  our  territory,  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,[andall  the  Gulf  coast,  and  much  more, 
may  be  surrendered:  for  it  can  be  proved  to  be  unfit 
for  cultivation.  Mr.  Webster  can  get  affidavits 
to  that  effect,  and  surrender  half  the  froBdera  «f 
the  Union  in  his  next  British  treaty.    These  pleas 
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will  not  do.  Thejr  will  not  justify  or  excuse  the 
sacrifice  of  ancient  boundaries,  the  concession  of 
territory,  the  ^rant  of  piivilegM,  and  the  exemp- 
tion from  duties  to  a  powerful  and  hostile  company, 
wielding  innumerable  Indian  tribes  against  us. 

While  making  this  sacrifice  of  an  ancient  aod 
valuable  boundary  in  this  quarter,  and  bringing 
back  the  British  to  the  ground  from  which  they  re- 
tired so  \(mg  ago,  our  Secretary-negotiator  has  had 
the  modes^  to  anect.an  acquisition  of  four  millions 
of  acres  of  fine  mineral  land  in  the  same  place;  and 
our  President  has  been  ^ood-natur^  enough  to  in- 
timate the  same  thing  m  his  message  of  August 
last.  They  do  not  exactly  say  so;  but  they  nmke 
people  believe  it.  The  Senator  trom  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Croats]  says  their  words  are  literally 
true.  I  say  so  likewise,  but  that  they  excite  a  be- 
lief entirely  untrue.  Tne  words  are — that,  by  this 
treaty,  four  millioos  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  laud, 
between  Pigeon  ri?er  and  St.  Louis  river,  north- 
ward of  the  claim  set  up  by  the  British  (Ghent} 
commissioner, .  are  included  within  the  Unitea 
States.  Very  good!  They  were  never  excluded 
irom  the  United  States !  And  Lord  Ashburton  set 
up  no  pretension  to  them !  He  asked  for  a  change 
01  boundary  to  our  prejudice,  and  for  our  portages, 
and  for  exemption  from  duties;  and  he  got  all  that 
he  asked,  with  all  the  territorv  (including  Hunters' 
Island,  a  large  body  of  land,  and  many  smaller 
islands])  which  lies  between  tbe  two  Pieeon  river 
routes  in  the  whole  extent  of  their  divergence, 
nearly  200  miles  in  length,  and  frequently  half  a 
degree  apart.  He  got  this  territory,  amounting  to 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres,  in  addition 
to  all  the  advantages  of  the  only  good  trading  route, 
and  the  Qrand  Portage;  and  now  to  be  entertainea 
with  a  false  belief,  created  by  true  words,  of  a  fine 
mineral  acquisition  of  four  millions  of  acres,  is  car- 
rying fiction,  in  a  State  paper,  rather  too  far. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  defends 
the  Secretary  on  this  occasion,  makes  it  matter  of 
objection  that  I  did  not  mention  the  ponages  in  my 
speech  of  August  last.  True,  I  did  not  mention 
tbem,  and  for  the  best  of  all  reasons.  I  had  not 
then  read  the  stipulation  in  relation  to  them.  Stuck 
in,  as  they  were,  at  the  end  of  a  long  article  about 
boundaries,  I  read  far  enough  to  see  what  this  new 
boundary  was,  and  denounced  it  as  it  deserved;  but 
the  portage  clause  I  did  not  read  until  the  present 
session.  Happily,  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  statute 
of  limitations  d!oes  not  apply!  and  having  now 
made  the  discovery,  the  Secretary  shall  have  the 
full  benefit  of  it.  Certainly  it  was  not  anticipated 
that  my  speech  on  the  treaty— forty  mortal  col- 
umns of  the  imperial  Qlohe— certainly  it  was  not 
anticipated  that  there  should  be  a  complaint  against 
that  speech  for  defect  of  accusatory  matter.  But 
the  complaint  is  made  ;  and  I  must  justify, 
by  bringing  up  the  omitted  accusation.  I  say, 
then,  inis  anair  of  the  portages — and,  espe* 
dally  of  the  Grand  Portage,  and  this  exemp- 
tion of  a  powerful  company's  goods  from  du- 
ties—constitutes one  of  the  heaviest  charges  which 
I  have  found  against  the  treaty.  In  the  first  place, 
it  seems  to  militate  against  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  requires  duties  to  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States.  Next,  it  is  manifest- 
ly Bnjnst  to  our  fur-traders,  (who  pay  enormous 
duties,)  to  exempt  their  foreign  competitors  from 
the  same  burden.  Then  the  stipulation  itself  is  a 
cheat.  It  provides  for  the  joini  use  of  these 
portages,  when  everybody  knows  that  in  this  case — 
the  Columbia  river  has  proved  ii-^jairU  means  ex- 
elusive !  and  that  every  American  trader  that  dares 
to  tread  the  same  ground  with  them  will  be  shot  by 
British  Indians.  No  palliation  for  this  fatal  con- 
ce^mon  can  be  found  in  Jay's  treaty.  That  treaty 
only  permitted  the  use  of  portages  where  these 
portages  were  on  established  Doundaries;  this  treaty 
alters  a  boundary,  to  get  a  pretext  for  favoring  the 
British  1  These  traders  could  carry  nothing  on 
the  portage  route  under  Jay's  treaty,  because  that 
route  was  not  a.  boundary.  They  will  now  carry 
what  they  please  upon  it — and  all  free — because 
Webster's  treaty  has  made  it  a  boundary.  He  has 
altered  the  line  for  this  purpose;  and  the  long  ex- 
iled Kaministiquia  wandjerers  will  come  rushing 
back  to  take  possession  of  their  restored  haunts. 
And  who  is  it  to  whom  this  unconstitutional,  un- 
justifiable, injurious,  and  dangerous  advantage  is 
^ivenl  Is  it  not  that  same  powerful  body  of  Brit- 
ish traders  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  every  In- 
dian war  in  the  Northwest,  from  the  Revolution  to 
the  present  dayl  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
fourteen  years  retention  of  the  Northwestern  posts'? 
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and  to  whom  we  are  now  indebted  for  all  the  dan- 
gers which  environ  our  settlement  o(  th^  Oregoni 
is  it  not  this  same  company  which  Bas  cost  us  a 
myriad  of  lives — the  babe  and  its  mother,  as  well 
as  the  father — and  which  cost  us  during  the  late 
war  alone,  (to  say  nothing  of  other  Indian  wars,) 
sixty  millions  of  dollars!  The  whole  cost  of  the 
late  war  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions;  the 
one-half  of  which  was  sunk  in  the  Northwest,making 
head  against  the  Indians  which  this  company  excited 
against  us.  And  who  is  it  that  is  now  rewarding 
this  company  for  past  injuries,  and  rendering  them 
more  potential  for  the  luturel  Is  it  not  the  same 
gentleman  whose  voice  was  on  the  side  of  the  Brit- 
ish and  the  Indians,  when  their  feet  were  on  the  soil 
of  our  country,  and  their  knives  in  the  throats  of 
our  peopled — who  denied  us  men,  and  money,  and 
ships,  dpring  the  late  war,  and  then  taunted  us  with 
our  defeats,  and  sarcastically  demanded,  alter  the 
horrid  massacre  of  the  river  Raisin,  if  thc^t  was  the 
entertainment  to  which  we  had  been  invitedlHSure- 
ly  it  is  the  same  man !.  and  his  treaties  and  negotia- 
tions now  are  in  exact  accordance  with  his  votes 
and  speeches  then;— all  on  the  side  of  the  British, 
and  all  against  his  own  country.  And  where  did 
he  get  the  power  to  demolish  boandaries,  release 
duties,  and  surrender  portages?  Where  did  he  get 
the  power  for  these  actsi  From  President  Tylerl 
If  so,  show  us  the  warrant.  As  Secretary,  he  is 
nothing  but  head  clerk  to  the  President,  and  can 
only  act  Ir^  his  permission  or  command.  He  must 
have  the  President's  instruction !  and  if  we  can  be- 
lieve what  was  said  at  Boston,  that  instruction 
was  a  blank;  and  the  head  clerk  headed  his  mas- 
ter I 

Mr.  President,  we  have  fallen  upon  evil  times; 
and  great  and  strange  are  the  calamities  of  the  day. 
Modern  Federalism  sits  at  the  head  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  its  genius  is  far  more  deleterious  than 
the  Federalism  of  ancient  times.  The  old  Feder- 
alists did  many  evil  things;  but  they  had  theif  high 
points,  from  which  they  would  never  descend. 
They  made  a  national  bank,  but  did  not  christen  it 
an  exchequer.  They  made  a  bankrupt  system, 
but  did  not  systematize  the  repudiation  oi^ debts. 
They  levied  grievous  taxes,  but  did  not  exempt 
foreigners  from  the  levy.  They  invaded  the  State 
Gtovemments  at  msfny  points,  but  still  lefl  them 
their  poor  insolvent  laws.  They  made  treaties 
with  England,  but  did  not  place  our  frontiers  in 
her  hands.  Above  all,  they  did  not  bring  the  Brit- 
ish traders,  red  with  the  blood  and  loaded  with  the 
scalps  of  our  citizens,  within  our  borders;  but  sent 
them  out,  far  away  into  the  hideous  wilderness. 
Modem  Federalism  has  done  all  that  ancient  Fed- 
eralism would  not;  and,  for  one,  I  infinitely  prefer 
the  old  to  the  new.  Give  me  John  Jay,  John 
Adams,  and  Rufus  King — all  leading  Federalists 
in  their  day — in  preference  to  Daniel  Webster, 
Federal  leader  in  ihis  day,  and  John  Tyler,  his 
Democratic  follower ! 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CALHOUN, 

OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
In  Senate,  January  34,  1843— On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  in  the  discussion  of  this  measure,  that  there 
is  a  conflict  between  our  claim  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Oregon  Territory;  and  that  it  ex- 
tends to  the  whole  territory  from  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains to  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  from  the  northern 
limits  of  Mexico,  in  latitude  42,  to  the  southern 
limits  of  the  Russian  possessions,  in  latitude  &4. 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that  the  two  Govern- 
ments have  made  frequent  attempts  to  adjust  their 
conflicting  claims,  but,  as  yet,  without  success. 
The  first  of  these  was  made  in  1818.  It  proved 
abortive:  but  a  convention  was  entered  into,  which 
provided  that  the  territory  should  ba  left  free  and 
open  to  our  citizens  and  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  for  ten  years;  the  object  of  which  was  to 
prevent  collision  and  preserve  peace,  fill  their  re- 
spective claims  could  DC  adjusted  by  negotiation. 
The  next  was  made  in  1824,  when  we  offered  to 
limit  our  claim  to  the  territory  W  ihe  49ih  degree 
of  latitude;  which  would  have  left  to  Great  Britain 
all  north  of  that  latitude  to  the  southern  boundary 
of  Russia.  Her  negotiator  objected,  and  proposed 
the  Columbia  river  as  the  boundary  between  the 
possessions  of  the  two  countr  ies.  It  enters  the  ocean 
about  the  46th  degree  of  latitude.  It  follows,  that 
tbe  portion  of  the  territory  really  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  about  three  degrees  of 
latitude — that  is,  about  one-fourth  of  the  whole. 


The  auempt  to  adjust  boundaries  again  £uM,  tai 
nothing  was  effected.  I  learn  firom  our  ncgoijater, 
(a  distmguished  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  now  ia 
the  city,)  that  the  negotiation  was  eondueted  vitk 
much  earnestness,  and  not  a  little  feeling,  on  the 
part  of  the  British  negotiators. 

In  1827,  just  before  the  terminatipn  of  the  lea 
years,  another  attempt  was  made  at  an  adjos- 
ment.  The  negotiation  was  conducted  on  our  pan 
by  Mr.  Gallatiif  The  whole  subject  was  diseoaed 
fully,  and  with  great  ability  and  clearness  oo  both 
sides;  but,  like  the  two  pieceding,  failed  to  ad^ 
the  conflicting  claims.  The  same  offers  were  onde 
respectively  by  the  parties  that  were,  in  1891,  and 
again  rejected.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  re- 
new the  convention  of  1618;  but  withl|ie  provisifln, 
that  each  party  might,  at  its  pleasure,  terminatethe 
agreement,  by  giving  a  years  notice.  The  object 
of  the  renewal  was,  as  in  1818,  to  preserve  peice 
for  the  time,  by  preventing  either  party  from  as* 
sorting  its  exclusive  claim  to  the  territory;  and  that 
of  the  insertion  o^he  provision,  to  give  eiiher  panv 
the  right  of  doine  so  whenever  it  might  thiajc 
proper,  by  giving  the  stipulated  notice. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  thai,  during  the 
long  interval  from  1818  to  this  time,  coounoed 
efforts  have  been  made,  in  this  and  the  other 
House,  to  induce  Congress  to  assert,  bv  some  ad, 
our  exclusive  right  to  the  territory;  and  that  ihey 
have  all  heretofore  failed.  It  now  remains  to  he 
seen  whether  this  bill,  which  covers  the  whole 
territory,  as  well  north  as  south  of  the  49th,  aod 
provides  for  granting  land,  and  commencing  system- 
atically the  work  of  colonization  and  settlement, 
shall  share  the  fate  of  its  predecessors. 

To  determine  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not,  in- 
volves the  decision  of  two  preliminary  questions. 
The  first  is,  whether  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  it  would  be  expedient  on  our  part  to  altemfc 
to  assert  and  maintam  our  exclusive  chum  to  the 
territory,  against  the  adverse  claim  of  Graat  Brit- 
ain; and  the  other,  if  It  has,  whether  the  mode  pro- 
posed in  this  bill  is  the  proper  one. 

In  discussing  them,  I  do  not  intend  to  involve  tbe 
question  of  our  right  to  the^  territory,  nor  its  value, 
nor  whether  Great  Britain  is  actuated  by  that  keea, 
jealous,  and  hostile  spirit  towards  us,  which  has 
been  attributed  to  her  in  this  discussion^  I  shall, 
on  the  contrary,  assume  our  title  to  be  as  valid  as 
the  warmest  advocate  of  this  bill  asserts  it  to  be; 
the  territory  to  be,  as  to  soil,  climate,  prodnctioo, 
and  commercial  advantages,  all  that  the  ardeni 
imagination  of  the  author  of  the  noeasure  paints  it 
to  be;  and  Great  Britain  to  be  as  formidable  and 
jealous  as  she  has  been  represented.  I  make 
no  issue  on  either  of  these  points.  I  controvert 
none  of  them.  According  to  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  not  necessary.  On  the  contrary,  the 
clearer  the  title,  the  more  valuable  the  territory; 
and  the  more  powerful  and  hostile  the  British  Got- 
emment,  the  stronger  will  be  the  ground  on  which 
I  rest  mjT  opposition  to  the  bill. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  repeat  ihe 
question.  Has  the  time  arrived,  when  it  would  be 
wise  and  prudent  for  us  to  attempt  to  assert  and 
maintain  our  exclusive  right  to  the  territorj, 
against  the  adverse  and  conflicting  claim  of  Great 
Britain?  I  answer,  No,  it  has  not;  and  that  for  the 
decisive  reason,  because  the  attempt,  if  made,  mtbt 
prove  unsuccessful  against  the  resistance  of  Great 
Britain.  We  could  neither  take  nor  hold  it  against 
her;  and  that,  for  a  reason  not  less  deci^ive--tbat 
she  could  in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  al  far  less 
expense,  concentrate  a  far  greater  force  thanve 
could  in  the  territory. 

We  seem  to  forget,  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  great  events  which  have  occurred  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  Asia,  durine  the  last  year,  and 
which  have  so  greatly  extended  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  She  has  there, 
in  that  period,  terminated  successfully  two  wars; 
by  one  of  which  she  has  given  increased  qoiei 
and  stability  to  her  possessions  in  India;  afS3  by  ^^ 
other,  has  firmly  planted  her  power  on  tbe  eastern 
coast  of  China,  where  she  will  undoubtedly  keep  up, 
at  least  for  a  time,  a  strong  military  and  naval  force, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidation  and  strenetheninf 
her  newly  acquired  possession.  The  point  sne  occo* 
pies  there  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Pacific,is  alnwrf 
directly  opposite  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  five  thousandfive  hundred  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  with  a  tranquil  ocean 
between,  which  may  be  passed  over  in  six  weeks. 
In  that  short  time^  she  might  place,  at  a  oMMfemc 
expense;  a  strong  naval  and  military  fotot  aib^ 
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iih  of  that  river,  where  a  formidable  body  of 
i,  as  hardy  and  energetic  as  any  on  this  conii- 
t,  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
numerous  tribes  of  lodiaDS  under  iis  conirol, 
Id  be  prepared  to  sustain  and  cooperate  with  it. 
this  the  taciiity  with  which  she  could  concen- 
ea  force  there  to  roaiDtain  her  claim  to  the  ter- 
ry against  ours,  should  they  be  brought  into 
lision  by  this  bill. 

now  turn  to  examine  our  means  of*concenlra- 
;  an  opposing  force  by  land  and  water,  should  it 
ome  necessary  to  maintain  our  c'aim.  We 
'e  no  miKtary  or  naval  position  in  the  Pacific 
an.  Our  fleet  would  have  to  sail  from  our  own 
res,  and  would  have  to  cross  the  line  and  double 
pe  Horn  in  56  degrees  of  south  latitude;  and, 
Ding  north,  recross  the  line,  and  ascend  to  lat- 
ie  46  north,  in  order  to  reach  the  mouth  of  Co- 
obia  river — a  distance  from  New  York  (over  the 
lightest  and  shortest  line)  of  more  than  13,000 
Ics,  and  which  would  require  a  run  of  mor,e 
n  18,000  of  actual  sailing  on  the  usual  route, 
lead  of  six  weeks,  the  voyage  would  require  six 
nths.  I  speak  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
«t  experienced  officers  attached  to  the  Navy.  De- 
rtment. 

rhese  facts  are  decisive.  We  could  do  nothing 
water.  As  far  as  that  element  is  concerned,  we 
aid  not  oppose  to  her  a  gun  or  a  soldier  in  the 
ritory. 

But,  as  great  as  are  the  impediments  by  water, 
iy  are,  at  present,  not  much  less  so  by  land.  Ii 
i  assume  some  central  point  in  the  State  of  Mis^ 
a^  as  the  place  of  rendezvous,  from  which  our 
ililary  force  would  commence  its  march  for  the 
rriiorY,  the  distance  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
rer  will  be  found  to  be  about  two  thousand  miles: 
which  much  more  than  a  thousand  miles  would 
over  an  unsettled  cotmlry,  consisting  of  naked 
ains  or  mountainous  regions,  without  provisions, 
cept  such  game  as  the  rifle  might  supply.  On  a 
eater  portion  of  this  long  marcn,  the  lorce  would 
!  liable  to  be  attacked  and  harassed  by  numerous 
id  warlike  tribes  of  Indians,  whose  hostilities 
i£ht  be  readily  turned  against  us  by  the  British 
men.  To  march  such  a  distance  without  oppo- 
Lion  would  take  upwards  of  120  days,  assummg 
e  march  to  be  at  the  usual  rate  for  military  forces, 
loald  it  be  impeded  by  the  hostilities  of  Indians, 
e  time  would  be  greatly  prolonged. 

I  now  ask,  How  could  any  considerable  force 
istain  itself  in  so  long  a  march,  through  a  region 
>  destitute  of  supplies?  A  small  detachment  misbt 
re  on  game;  but  that  resource  would  be  altogether 
adequate  to  the  support  of  an  army.  But  admit- 
Qg  an  army  could  tmd  sufficient  supplies  to  sus- 
in  itself  on   its  march  to  the  territory,  how  could 

sustain  itself  in  an  uncultivated  territory,  too  re- 
lole  to  draw  supplies  from  gur  settlements  in  its 
iar,  and  with  the  ocean  in  front,  closed  a^inst 

by  a  hostile  fleetl  And  how  could  supplies  be 
mud  to  return,  if  a  retreat  should  become  neces- 
iryl  In  whatever  view  the  subject  may  be  re- 
arded.  I  hazard  nothing  in  asserting,  that  such  is 
ledimcuhy  at  present,  on  our  part,  of  concentra- 
og  and  maintaining  a  force  in  the  territory,  that 
lew  thousand  regulars,  advantageously  fortified 
Q  the  Columbia  rfver,  with  a  small  naval  force  to 
ipport  them,  could,  with  the  aid  of  the  employees 
r  ine  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  the  co-operation 
r  the  Indians  under  its  influence,  bid  defiance  to 
Dy  effort  we  could  make  to  dislodge  them.  If  all 
tnei  difficulties  could  be  surmounted,  that  of  trans- 
orting  a  sufficient  battering  train,  with  all  of  its 
ppunenanccs,  to  st)  great  a  distance,  and  over  so 
iMy  obstacles,  would  be  insuperable. 

Having  now  made  good  my  first  position — 
bat  the  attempt,  at  present,  to  assert  and  maintain 
ur  exclusive  claim  to  the  territory,  against  the  ad- 
verse claim  of  Great  Britain,  must  prove  unsuc* 
essfni,  if  she  resisted,  it  now  remains  to  inquire 
i^hether  she  would  resist.  And  here  let.  me  say, 
irhaievftr  might  be  the  doubts  of  others,  surely  they 
vho  have,  in  this  discussion,  insisted  so  strongly 
in  her  power,  her  jealousy,  and  her  determination 
0  hold  the  territory,  cannot  doubt  that  she  would 
esist.  If,  indeed,  provoking  language  can  excite 
ler  to  resi^ance,  or  if  half  which  has  been  said  of 
Der  hostile  disposition  be  true,  she  not  only  would 
resist,  but  would  gladly  seize  so  favorable  an  occa- 
sion to  do  so,  whUe  we  are  comparatively  so  weak, 
Emd  she  so  strong  in  that  quarter.  However  un- 
favorable the  lime  might  be  for  us,  for  her  it  would 
^  the  most  propitious.  Her  vast  resources  and 
military  power  in  the  East  are  liberated,  and  at  her 


disposal,  to  be  directed  to  assert  and  maintain  her 
exclusive  claim  to  the  territory  against  ours,  if 
she  should  determine  to  follow  our  example,  in 
case  this  bill  should  pass.  Even  I,  who  believe  that 
the  present  Ministry  is  disponed  to  peace;  that  the 
recent  mission  to  this  count rv  originated  in  the 
spirit  of  peace;  and  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  has  exhib- 
ited great  wisdom  and  moderation — moderation  in 
the  midst  of  splendid  success,  and  therefore  more  to 
be  trusted-  do  not  doubt  she  would  resist,  if  we  should 
adopt  this  measure.  We  must  not  forget,  as  clear 
as  we  believe  our  title  to  be,  that  the  right  to  the 
territory  is  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries; 
and  that,  as  certain  as  we  regard  our  right  to  be,  she 
regards  ners  as  not  less  so.  It  is  a  case  of  adverse 
conflicting  claims;  and  we  may  be  assured,  if  we 
undertake  to  assert  our  exclusive  right,  she  will 
oppose  us  by  asserting  hers;  and  if  the  appeal  should 
be  to  force,  to  decide  between  us  at  present,  the  re- 
sult would  be  inevitable—the  territory  would  be 
lost  to  us.  Indeed,  this  is  so  incontestable,  that  no 
one  has  ventured  to  deny  it;  and  there  is  no  hazard 
in  asserting  that  no  one  will,  who  understands  the 
subject,  and  does  not  choose  to  have  the  soundness 
of  his  judgment  questioned. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  What  then?  Shall  we  aban- 
don our  claim  to  the  territory"?  I  answer.  No.  I 
am  utterly  opposed  to  that;  but,  as  bad  as  that  would 
be,  it  would  not  be  as  much  so  as  to  adopt  a  rash  and 
precipitate  measure,  which,  after  great  sacrifices, 
woula  finallv  end  in  its  loss.  But  f  am  opposed  to 
both.  My  object  is  to  preserve,  and  nor  to  lose,  the 
territorv.  I  do  not  agree  with  my  eloquent  and 
able  colleague  that  it  is  worthless.  He  has  tmder- 
rated  it,  both  as  to  soil  and  climate.  It  contains  a 
vast  deal  of  land,  it  is  true,  that  is  barren  and 
worthless;  but  not  a  little  that  is  highly  productive. 
To  that  may  be  added  its  commercial  advantages, 
which  will,  in  time,  prove  to  be  great.  We  must 
not  overlook  the  important  events  to  which  I  have 
alluded  as  having  recently  occurred  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  Asia.  As  great  as  they  are,  thev  are  but 
the  beginning  of  a  series  of  a  similar  cnaracter, 
which  must  follow  at  no  distant  day.  What  has 
taken  place  in  China,  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  fol- 
lowed in  Japan,  and  all  the  eastern  portions  of  that 
continent.  Their  ports,  like  the  Chinese,  will  be 
opened;  and  the  whole  of  that  large  portion  of  Asia, 
xontainin^  nearlv  halfof  the  population  and  wealth 
of  the  globe,  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  and  be  placed  within  the  pales  of  Eu- 
ropean and  American  intercourse  and  civilization. 
A  vast  market  will  be  created,  and  a  miffbty  im- 
pulse will  be  given  to  commerce.  No  small  portion 
of  the  share  that  would  fall  to  us  with  this  populous 
and  industrious  portion  of  the  globe,  is  destined  .to 
pass  through  the  ports  of  the  Oregon  Territory  to 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  instead  of  taking  the 
circuitous  and  long  vovage  round  Cape  Horn;  or 
the  still  longer,  round  the  Cape  of  Good'  Hope.  It 
is  mainly  because  1  place  this  high  estimate  on 
its  prospective  value,  tnat  I  am  so  solicitous  to  pre- 
serve it,  and  so  adverse  to  this  bill,  or  any  other 
precipitate  measure  which  might  terminate  in  its 
loss.  If  I  thought  less  of  its  value,  or  if  I  regarded 
our  title  less  clear,  my  opposition  would  be  less  de- 
cided. 

Having  now,  1  trust,  satisfactorily  shown,  that, 
if  we  should  now  attempt  to  assert  and  maintain  our 
exclusive  right  to  the  territory,  against  the  adverse 
claim  of  Qreat  Britain,  she -wonid  resisf;  and  that 
if  she  resisted,  our  atiempt  would  ^beuiisuc<:essful, 
and  the  territory  be  lost, — the  question  presents  itself. 
How  shall  we  preserve  iti 

There  is  only  one  means  by  which  it  can  be; 
but  that,  fortunately,  is  the  most  powerful  of  all— 
timt,  TSme  is  acting  for  us;  and,  if  we  shall  have 
the  wisdom  to  triist  its  operation,  it  will  assert 
and  maintain  our  right  with  resistless  force,  with- 
out costing  a  cent  of  money,  or  a  drop  of  blood. 
There  is  of\en,  in  the  afifairs  of  government,  more 
efficiency  and  wisdom  in  non-action,  than  in  ac- 
tion. All  we  want  to  effect  our  object  in  this  case, 
is  "a  wifie  and  masterly  inactivity.'^  Our  nopula- 
lion  is  rolling  towards  the  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
with  an  impetus  greater  than  what  we  realize. 
It  is  one  of  those  forward  movements  which  leaves 
anticipation  behind.  In  the  period  of  thirty- 
two  years  which  have  elapsed  since  I  took  my  seat 
in  the  other  Hou<:e,  the  Indian  frontier  has  receded 
a  thousand  miles  to  the  West.  At  that  lime,  our 
population  was  much  less  than  half  what  it  is 
^W.  It  ^^^  then  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about 
n  QVOineT  of  a  million  annually;  it  is  now  not 
j^  than  six   hundred  thousand;  and  still   in- 


creasing at  the  rate  of  something  more  than 
three  per  cent,  compound  annually.  At  that  rate, 
it  will  soon  reach  the  yearly  increase  of  a  million. 
If  to  this  be  added,  that  the  region  west  of  Ar- 
kansas and  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  south  of  the 
Missouri  river,  is  occupied  by  half-civilized  tribes, 
who  have  their  lands  secured  to  them  by  treaty,  (and 
which  will  prevent  the  spread  of  population  in  that 
direction,  and  that  this  great  and  increasing  tide 
will  be  forced  to  take  the  comparatively  narrow 
channel  to  the  north  of  that  river  and  south  of  our 
northern  boundary,  some  conception  may  be  form- 
ed of  the  strength  with  which  the  current  will  run 
in  that  direction,  and  how  soon  it  will  reach  the 
eastern  gorges  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  say  some 
conception;  for  I  feel  assured  that  the  reality  will 
outrun  the  anticipation.  In  illustration,  I  will 
repeat  what  I  stated  when  I  first  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject.  As  wise  and  experienced  as 
was  President  Monroe — as  much  as  he  nad  wimess- 
ed  of  the  growth  ol  our  coimtry  in  hislime,  so  in- 
adequate was  his  conception  of  its  rapidity,  thai 
near  the  close  of  his  Administration,  in  the  year  1884, 
he  proposed  to  colonize  the  Indians  of  New  York, 
and  those  north  of  the  Ohio  river  and  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  what  is  now  called  the  Wisconsin  Ter- 
ritoiy;  under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  portion 
of  our  territory  so  remote,  that  they  would  not  be 
disturbed- by  our  increasing  population  for  along 
time  to  come.  It  is  now  but  18  years  since;  and 
already^n  that  short  period,  it  is  a  great  and  flour- 
ishing Territory,  ready  to  knock  at  our  door  for 
admission  as  one  of  the  sovereign  members  of  the 
Union.  But  what  is  still  more  striking— what  is 
really  wonderful  and  almost  miraculous,  is,  that 
another  territorv  (Iowa)  still  further  west,  (beyond 
the  Mississippi,)  has  sprung  up,  as  if  by  magic,  and 
has  already  outstripped  Wisconsin,  and  may  loiock 
for  entrance  before  she  is  prepared  to  do  sol  Such 
is  the  wonderfiil  growth  or  a  fX)pulation,  which  has 
attained  the  number  ours  has,  and  is  still  yearly 
increasing  at  the  compound  rate  it  i^  and  such  the 
impetus  with  which  it  is  forcing  its  way,  resistlessly, 
westward.  It  will  soon — far  sooner  than  anticb- 
pated — reach  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  be  ready 
to  pour  into  the  Oregon  Territory,  when  it  will 
come  into  our  possession  without  resiatonce  or 
struggle;  or,  if  there  should  be  resistance,  it  would 
be  reeble  and  ineffectual.  We  would  then  be  as 
much  stronger  there,  comparatively,  than  Great 
Britain,  as  she  is  now  stronger  than  we  are;  and  it 
would  then  be  as  idle  in  her  to  attempt  to  assert  and 
maintain  her  exclusive  claim  to  the  territory 
againsl  us^  as  it  would  now  be  in  us  to  attempt 
it  aeainsl  her.  Let  us  be  wise,  and  abide  our  time, 
and  it  will  accomplish  all  that  we  desire,  with  far 
more  certainty,  and  with  infinitely  less  sacrifice, 
than  we  can  without  it. 

But,  if  the  time  had  already  arrived  for  the  suc- 
cessful assertion  of  our  right  against  any  resistance 
which  mi^ht  be  made,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
be  expedient,  in  the  present  condition  or  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  weak— never  more  so;  weak  poli- 
tically, and  from  the  state  of  the  finances.  The 
former  was  so  ably  and  eloquently  described  by  my 
colleague,  that  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  a  single 
remarK  on  the  extraordinary  state  of  parlies  at 
present.  There  are  now  three  parties  in  the  Union; 
of  which  one  is  in  possession  of  the  Executive  de- 
vpartment.  another  of  the  Legislative,  and  the  other, 
judging  by  the  recent  elections,  of  the  country; 
which  has  so  locked  and  impeded  the  operaticms 
of  the  Government,  that  it  is  scarcely  able  to  take 
measures  necessary  to  its  preservation. 

In  turning  from  this  imbecile  political  condition 
of.  the  Government,  and  casting  my  eyes  on  the 
stale  of  its  finances,  I  behold  nothing  but  disorder 
and  embarrassment;  credit  prostrated;  a  new  debt 
contracted,  already  of  considerable  amount,  and 
daily  increasing;  expenditures  exceeding  income; 
and  the  prospect,  instead  ot  brightening,  growing 
still  more  gloomy.  Already  the  debt  falls  not  much 
short  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  to  which  will  be 
added,  from  present  appearances,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  (if  the  appropriations  are  not  greatly  cur- 
tailed, and  the  revenue  improved,)  not  less,  proba- 
bly, than  ten  millions,  when  the  interest  would  be 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars  aimuallv — a  sum 
more  than  equal  to  the  net  revenue  from    the 

Sublic  lands.  The  only  remaining  revenue  is 
crived  from  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country; 
and  on  that,  such  heavy  duties  are  imposed,  that  it 
is  sinking  under  the  burden.  The  imports  of  the 
last  quarter,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  less  than  nine 
millions  of  dollars— a  falling  off  of  about  two-thirds, 
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totti^ttA  ti^lth  what  it  ou^ht  to  be,  according  to 
the  estimate  vnade  at  the  last  session  by  those  "who 
imposed  the  harden.  Bat,  as  great  as  it  is,  the 
falling  off  will,  I  understand,  be  still  greater,  from 
present  indications,  daring  the  present  qaarter,  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  are  appropnating 
money  as  profusely,  and  projecting  schemes  of  ex- 
^  penditures  as  thoughtlessly,  as  if  the  treasury  were 
'  full  to  overflowing.  So  great  is  the  indifference, 
that  even  the  prostrated  condition  of  the  treasury 
ittrabts  no  attention.  It  is  scarcely  inefltioned  or 
klladed  to.  No  one  seems  to  care  anything  about 
it.  Not  an  inquiry  is  made,  how  'the  means  of 
supplying  the  acknowledged  deficit  to  me^t  the  cur- 
rent der^^Js  qh  lYit  treasury,  or  to  cover  the  ex- 
traordinary expenditures  which  will  be  incurred 
by  this  measure,  should  it  be  adopted,  is  to  be 
taiscd.  1  would  ask  its  advocates,  Do  you  propose 
TO  borrow  the  funds  necessary  for  its  executicml 
Our  credit  is  already  greatly  impaired,  and  our 
idebt  rapidly  increasing;  and  are  vou  willing  still 
further  to  impair  the  one^  and  add  to  the  increase 
Of  the  otherl  Do  you  propose  to  raise  them  by 
increasing  the  duties?  Can  you  hope  to  derive 
additional  revenue  from  such  increase,  when  the 
duties  are  already  so, high  as  not  only  to  paralyze 
the  commerce,  agriculture,  and  industry  of  the 
country,  but  to  diminish,  to  an  alarming  .extent. 
t|ie  revenue  from  the  imports')  Are  you  prepared 
to  lay  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  otner  free  aiti- 
blesl  If  so;  speak  6ut;  and  tell  yotlr  bonstltuents 
plaihly  that  such  is  your  intencion;  that  money 
must  be  had;  and  that  no  other  source  of  revenue  is 
left,  which  can  be  relied  on,  but  a  tax  on  them.  It 
inust  come  to  that;  and  before  we  incur  the  ex- 
bense,  it  is  but  fair  that  our  constituents  should 
Know  the  consequence. 

But  we  are  told  the  expense  will  be  small — ^not  ex- 
ceeding one  or  t  wo  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Let  us 
not  be  deceived.  What  this  bill  apprcpfiales  is  but 
.the  entering  wedge.  Let  it  pass,  and  no  one  can  tell 
what  it  will  cost.  It  will  depend  on  circumstances. 
Under  the  most  favorable,  on  the  supposition  that 
there  will  be  no  resistance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  it  would  amount  to  millions;  but  if  she 

eodld  resist;  and  wc  should  make  it  a  question  of 
rce,  1  hazard  nothing  in  saying  It  would  subject 
the  conntry  to  heavier  expenditures^  and  expose  it 
to  greater  danger,  than  any  measure  which  has 
ever  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Many  and  great  are  the  acts  of  folly  which  we 
have  committed  in  the  management  of  our  finances 
in  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  We  doubled 
pijr  re^finue  when  our  expenditures  were  on  the 
eve  of  being  reduced  one-half  by  the  discharge  of 
the  pubHc  debt.  We  reversed  ihat  act  of  folly, 
and  doubled  our  expenditures,  when  the  revenue 
was  in  the  course  of  reduction  under  the  compro- 
mise act.  When  the  joint  effects  of  the  operation 
of  the  two  had  exhausted  the  treasury,  andleft  the 
Government  without  adequate  means  to  meet  cur- 
rent demands,  by  an  aptitude  in, folly,  unexampled, 
we  selected  that  as  the  fit  moment  to  divest  the 
Government  of  the  revenue  from  the  public  do- 
main, and  to  place  the  entire  burden  of  supporting 
it  on  the  commerce  of  the  country.  And  then,  as 
if  to  consummate  the  whole,  we  passed  an  act  at 
the  close  ofthe last  session,  which  bids  fair  to  crip- 
ple effectually  this,  our  only  remaining  source  of 
revenue.  And  now  what  are  we  doing?  Profit- 
ing by  the  disastrous  consequences  of  past  mis- 
management? Ctuite  the  reversfe;  committing,  if 
^)ossible,  greater  and  more  dangerous  acts  of  folly 
than  ever.  When  the  Government  and  the  coun- 
try are  lying  prostrate  by  this  long  series  of  errors 
and  mismanagement;  when  the  public  credit  is 
deeply  impaired^  when  the  people  and  the  States 
are  overwhelmed  by  debt,  and  need  all  their  re- 
sources to  extricate  themselves  from  their  embar- 
rassments,—that  is  the  moment  we  select  to  bring 
forward  a  measure,  which,  on  the  most  favorable 
supposition,  if  adopted,  cannot  fail  to  subject  the 
Government  to  very  heavy,  expenditures,  even 
should  events  take  the  most  favorable  turn;  and 
may— no,  that  is  not  strong  enough— would  prob- 
ably subject  it  to  greater  than  it  ever  has  heretofore 
been.  Where  would  the  Government  find  re- 
sources to  meet  them?  Not  in  its  credit,  for  that 
would  be  extinct  Not  in  the  impost,  for  that  is 
already  overburdened.  Not  in  internal  taxes;  the 
indebted  condition  of  the  States  forbids  that.  More 
than  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union  are  in  debt; 
many  deeply— and  several  even  beyond  their  means 
of  payment.  They  require  every  centof  the  Sur- 
plus means  of  their  citizens,  which  can  be  reached 


by  taxes,  to  meet  their  own  debts.  Under  such  a 
state  of  things,  this  Government  could  not  impose 
internal  taxes  to  any  considerable  amouht,  witnout 
bankrupting  the  indebted  States,  or  crushing  their 
citizens.  What  would  follow,  should  the  Grovern- 
ment  be  compelled,  in  consequence  of  this  meas- 
jire,  to  resort  to  such  taxes,  1  shall  not  undertake  to 
Trace,  Suffice  it  to  say.  thai  all  preceding  disasters, 
as  great  as  they  are,  which  followed  the  preceding 
acts  of  folly,  would  be  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
oyerwhelming  calamities  which  would  follow  this. 
Our  system  inight  sin'k  under  the  shock. 

If,  Senators,  you  would  hearken  to  4he  voice  of 
9ne  who  has  some  experience,  and  no  other  desire 
but  to  see  the  country  iree  IZZ  nrosperous^I  would 
say.  Direct  your  eyes  to  the  finances.  Tnere.  a^ 
present,  the  danger  lies.  Restore,  without  delay, 
the  eqtUlibrium«etween  revenue  and  expenditures, 
which  has  done  so  much  to  destroy  our  crekllt,  and 
derange  the  whole  fabric  of  the  Government.  If 
that  s£)uld  not  be  done,  the  Gbvemment  and  coun- 
try will  be  involved,  ere  long,  in  overwhelming 
difficulties.  Cherish  the  revenue  fronl  the  lands 
and  the  imports.  They  are  our  legitimate  sources 
of  revenue.  When  the  period  arrives — come  when 
it  may — that  this  Government  will  l)e  compelled 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes  for  its  support  in  time  of 
peace,  it  will  mark  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
dangerous  stages  through  which  it  is  destined  to 
|)ass.  If  it  should  be  a  period  like  the  present — 
wheh  thg  States,  are  deeply  |n  detx,  and  need  all 
their  internal  resources  to  meet  their  o^n  engage- 
ments— it  may  prove  fatal;  and  yet  it  woald  seem 
as  if  systematic  efforts  are,  and  have  been,  ma- 
king fof  some  time,  to  bring  it  about  at  this  critical 
and  dangerous  period.  To  this,  all  our  financial 
measutes  tend,-rthe  giving  away  the  public  lands; 
the  crushing  of  the  customs  by  high  protective^ 
and,  in  many  instances,  prohibitory  duties;  the 
adoption  of  hazardous  and  expensive  measures  of 
polfcy,  like  the  present;  and  the  creation  of  a  pnb- 
fie  debt,  without  an  effort  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
tures.   How  it  is  all  to  end,  time  only  can  dis- 
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fiut^  if  onr  finances  were  in  ev^r  so  Nourishing  a 
state;  if  the  pjolitical  condition  of  the  country  were 
as  stfong  as  it  could  be  made  by  an  administratioii 
standing  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  dominant  party; 
and  if  our  population  had  reached  the  point  where 
we  could  successfully  assert  and  maintain  our 
claim  against  the  adverse  claim  of  Great  Britain, 
there  would  still  remain  a  decisive  objection  to  this 
bill.  The  mode  in  which  it  proposes  to  do  it  is  in- 
defensible. If  we  are  displeased  with  the  existing 
arrangement,  which  leates  the  territory  free  and 
open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  coun- 
tries; if  we  are  of  the  opinion  it  operates  practi- 
cally to  our  disadvantage,  or  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  we  ought  to  assert  and  carry  into  effect 
our  claim  of  exclusive  sovereignty  over  the  terri- 
tory, the  treaty  provides  expressly  fur  the  case.  It 
authorizes  either  party,  by  giving  a  year's  notice,  to 
terminate  its  existence  whenever  it  pleases,  and 
without  giving  reasons.  Why  has  not  this  bill 
conformed  to  this  express  ana  plain  provision? 
Why  should  it  undertake  to  assert  our  exclusive 
ownership  to  the  whole  territory,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaty?  Why  should  ft,  with  what  we  all 
believe  to  be  a  good  title  on  our  part,  involve  the 
country  in  a  controversy^bout  the  violation  of  the 
treaty,  in  which  a  Jarge  portion  fif  not  a  majority) 
of  the  body  believe  that  we  would  be  in  the  wrong, 
when  the  treaty  itself  might  so  easily,  and  in  so 
short  a  time,  be  terminated  by  our  own  act,  and 
the  charge  of  its  violation  ne  avoided?  Can 
any  satisfactory  reason  be  given  to  these  ques- 
tions? I  ask  the  author  of  the  measure,  and 
its  warm  advocates,  for  an  answer.  None  has 
been  given  yet;  and  none,  I  venture  to  assert, 
will  be  attempted.  I  can  imagine  but  one  an- 
swer that  tan  be  gsven — that  there  are  those 
who  will  vote  for  the  bill,  that  would  not  vote 
to  give  notice,  under  the  delusive  hope  that  we 
may  assert  our  exclusive  ownership,  and  take 
possession,  without  violating  the  treaty,  or  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  the  country.  Their  aim 
is,  to  have  all  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  with- 
out being  subject  to  its  restrictions;  an  aim  in  di- 
rect conflict  wi'h  the  only  object  ofthe  treaty — to 
prevent  conflict  between  the  two  countries,  by  keep 
ing  the  question  of  ownership  or  sovereignty  in 
abeyance  till  the  question  of  boundary  can  be  set- 
tled. That  such  is  the  object,  appears  to  be  admit- 
ted by  all,  except  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  WoodbcjrtJ  whose  argument,  I  most  say, 


with  all  deference  for  him,  was,  on  that  point,  very 
imsatisfiEictory .  The  othar  advocates  of  the  bfll,  ac- 
cordingly, admit  that  a  grafit  of  lands  lo  end' 
grants  ^ttllneln  the  territory,  to  take  efed  tsM- 
diately^  would  be  a  violatiOti  of  the  treaty;  bntecfr 
tend  that  a  promise  to  grant  hereafter  wooM  not  be. 
The  distinction  is,  no  doubt, satisfactory  tottio&^#he 
make  it;  btithowcan  they  rationally  expect  it  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  British  Gbvemment,  when  k> 
large  a  portion  of  the  Senate  believe  that  there  is 
no  distinction  between  a  grant  and  a  pramite  U 
grant  lands^  as  it  relates  to  the  treaty,  and  hold  o&e 
to  be  as  much  a  violation  of  it  as  the  otberl  We 
may  be  assuted  that  the  £fritish  GfovemmeA  wS 
look  to  the  intention  of  the  bill;  and,  in  Aoiag  scf^ 
will  see  that  its  object  is  to  assert  oar  exclosire 
ci  aim  of  sovereignty  over  the  entire  territory  agtittti 
their  adverse  claim,  and  will  shape  their  coarse 
accordingly.  Our  nice  distinction  between  acUal 
grants  and  the  promise  to  grant  will  not  be  noticed. 
Th^  will  see  in  it  the  subversion  ofthe  dbjieci  for 
which  the  treaty  was  lormed,and  take  their  measare 
to  counteract  it.    The  result  will  be,  thai,  iaslead  oi 

f gaining  the  advantage  aimed  at,  w6  shall  not  oiij 
ase  the  advantaged  or  the  treaty,  but  be  involved  a 
the^serioos  charge  of  having  violated  lis  pro^^skfis. 

I  am  not.  however,  of  opmion  that  Great  Britaid 
would  declare  war  against  us.  If  I  mistake  not, 
she  is  under  the  direction,  at  this  time,  of  thoK 
who  are  too  sagacious  and  prudent  to  take  t]i« 
course.  She  would  probably  consider  the  trestj 
at  an  end,  and  take  possession  adverse  to  ns,  if  not 
of  the  Whole  territory:  at  least  to  the  Colombia 
river.  6he  Would,  at  the  same  time,  take  care  to 
command  that  river  1^  a  strong  fortification, 
manned  by  a  respectable  garrison,  aiki  leave  i( 
to  us  to  decide  whether  we  shall  acqaiesce,  ct 
negotiate,  or  attempt  to  dislodge  her.  Toacqoiesee 
under  such  circumstances,  would  be  a  virtoal  sur- 
render of  the  territoryj  to  negotiate  with  adverse 
and  forcible  possession  aj^ln^  ns,  wodM  be  almod 
as  hopeless;  and  to  dislodge  her  at  pres^t^  WoaJif, 
as  has  been  shown,  be  impracticable. 

Such,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  probable  rt* 
suit,  should  this  bill  be  passed.  It  would  place  ib, 
in  every  respect,  in  a  situation  far  less  eligible  than 
at  preisent.  The  occupation  of  British  subject  in 
the  l6rfitory,as  things  now  stand,  is  by  permissioD, 
under  positive  treaty  stiptflatlon,  and  eannot  ripa 
into  a  title,  as  it  was  supposed  it  would  by  •  the  Sea- 
ator  from  Illinois.  [Mr.  McRobkrts.J 

But  if  their  occupancy  wis  adverse,  (as  it  would  k, 
should  this  measure  be  adopted,)  and  Great  Briiaif 
should  resist,  then  his  argument  would  be  soond^ 
have  great  force.  In  that  case,  the  necessity  of  ukiog 
some  decisive  step,  on  our  part,  to  secure  obi 
rights,  Would  be  imperious.  Delay  would  then,  in- 
deed, be  dangerous.  But  as  it  is,  no  lessth  of 
time  can  confer  a  title  "against  tis;  and.lt  ertkl, 
considering  what  advantage  Great  Britain  W 
over  us  at  present,  either  to  take  or  hold  pos- 
session, which  ought  to  give  to  the  treaty  great 
value  in  our  estimation.  It  is  a  wise  maxim  to 
let  well-enough  alone.  We  can  do  little  tt 
present  to  better  our  condition.  £ven  the  occu- 
pation and  improvement  by  British  subjects,  against 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  will,  in  the  end, 
if  we  act  wisely,  be  no  disadvantage.  Neither cu 
give  any  claim  against  us  when  the  time  comes  to 
assert  our  rights,  if  we  abide  faithfully  by  the  treatj. 
They  are  but  preparing  the  country  for  our  recep* 
tion;  and  should  their  improvements  and  calti?a- 
tion  be  extended,  it  would  only  enable  us  to  laite 
possession  with  more  ease  if  it  should  ever  become 
necessary  to  assert  our  claims  by  force;  which  1  do 
not  think  probable,  if  we  shall  have  the  wisdom  to 
avoid  hasty  and  precipitate  action,  and  leave  ibc 
question  to  the  certain  operation  of  time. 

In  eonclosion,  I  might  appeal  to  the  authoritf  (tf 
the  preceding  Administrations  from  1816  to  tbe 
present  tim^  in  support  of  the  views  I  have  taken. 
On  what  other  supposition  can  it  be  expMned, 
that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Mcmroe  dioaid  as- 
sent to  the  treaty  of  that  year,  which  left  tbe  terri- 
tory open  and  free  to  the  citizens  and  suby^o^ 
the  two  countries  for  the  period  of  ten  yearsi  Or 
that  of  Mr.  Adams  should  revive  it,  with  the  pro- 
vision, that  either  might  terminate  it  by  eifioj 
one  year's  noticel  C&,  still  more  emphaticaUj, 
how  can  it  be  explained,  that  with  this  riglit  of 
terminating  the  treaty,  the  Administration  xAQm- 
ml  Jackson,  and  thatofhi8success>or,shoaid,  for 
the  period  of  twelve  years,  acquiesce  in  it,  but  ob 
ihe  conviction  it  was  the  best  arranipemeat  wiidi 
could  be  made,  and  that  any  change  or  movencoi 
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a  onr  part  would  but  render  our  sitnation  worse 
Qstead  of  better,  in  relation  to  the  territory?  It 
annot  be  said  that  the  present  is  a  more  favorable 
eriod  to  assert  oar  ezclnsive  right,  thad  during 
ither  of  the  preceding  Administrations.  The  re- 
erse  in  the  fact  It  is,  in  every  view,  far  less  fa- 
orable  than  either,  and  especially  than  that  of 
ka^Tdl  Jackson,  when  the  treasury  was  over- 
owing,  and  the  head  of  the  Administration  pos- 
esed  greater  influence  and  power  than  any  other 
;hlef  Magistrate  that  ever  presided  over  the 
oontry.  .7%^,  if  ever,  was  the  time  lo  assert  our 
zclusive  ownership;  piarticularly  as  those  who  are 
:>  earnestly  pressing  it  on  the  Qovemment  were 
len  in  power,  ano  would  have  been  •responsible 
>r  its  execution.  How  is  it  to  be  explained,  'that 
ley  were  then  so  passive  and  are  now  so  urgent 
or  the  passage  of  this  bilH 
fslertaining  these  views,  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
lon  of  the  Senator  from  Virc^ia  [Mr.  Abcbsr] 
rill  prevail,  and  the  bill  be  re&rred  to  the 
Jommittee  on  Foreign  Relations.  The  subject  is 
ae  of  great  importance  and  delicacy,  and  ought 
)  be  carefully  examined  by  the  appropriate  organ 
f  the  body.  Should  it  be  referred,  I  trust  the 
ommittee  will  report  amendments  to  strike  out 
It  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which,  by  any  rea- 
9oable  interpretation,  might  be  regarded  to  be  in 
ooflict  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between 
le  two  countries,  or  which  might  incur  any  con- 
iderable  expense  in  the  present  exhausted  con- 
ition  of  the  treasury.  As  at  present  advised,  I 
m  not  indisposed  to  the  provision,  it  properly 
uarded,  which  proposes  to  extend  our  jurisdiction 
ver  onr  citizens  in  the  territory.  It  ought  not, 
owever,  to  be  carried  farther  than  the  provisions 
f  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1821.  I  am  opposed  to 
olding  out  temptation  to  our  citizens  to  emigrate 
)  a  region  where  we  cannot,  at  present,  protect 
MID;  bat  if  there  be  any  who  may  choose  to  emi- 
rate. I  would  be  far  from  opposing  them;  and  am 
nwilling  that  they  .should  lose,  by  emigration, 
ersonally  the  benefit  of  our  jurisdiction  and 
iws. 

I  have  now  said  what  I  intended  in  reference  to 
^is  bill;  and  shall  conclude  by  noticing  some  re- 
larks  which  fell  (torn  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
onri  [Mr.  Linn]  who  introduced  it.  When  he 
rst  addressed  the  Senate,  in  reply  to  my  former 
emarks,  iie  spoke  a  good  deal  about  opposition 
od  injustice  to  the  West,  and  referred  to  some  of 
)e  acts  of  the  Gtovernment  at  an  early  date,  which 
e  supposed  partook  of  that  character.  I  do  not 
app(»e  that  he  intended  it;  but  his  remarks  were 
alculated  to  make  the  impression  (taken  in  con- 
exion  with  the  time  and  subject)  that  he  regarded 
le  opposition  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  ori- 
inaimg  in  unfriend lyTeelings  to  the  West.  But 
'  he  so  regards  it,  and  if  he  intended  to  apply  his 
smarks  to  me,  I  would  appeal  to  my  acts  to  repel 
le  unjust  imputation. 

[Here  Mr.  Linn  disclaimed  any  intention  of  at- 
iboting  to  Mr.  Calhovn  hostile  or  unkind  feel- 
Jgs  to  the  West.] 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I  am  happy  to  hear  the  disclaim- 
r  of  the  Senator.  I  felt  assured  he  could  not  have 
Uended  todo  me  so  much  injustice  as  to  attribute 
» me  the  slightest  hostility  to  the  West.  No  one 
aow8  better  than  he  does  that  my  opposition  to 
le  bill  originates  in  public  considerations,  free 
om  all  local  feelings,  and  that  my  general  views 
f  policy  have  ever  been  frienifly,  and  even 
beral,  towards  the  West;  but  as  there  are  others 
utso  ftoiiliar  with  my  course  in  reference  to  that 
reat  and  growing  section,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
^il  mvself  of  the  opportunity  briefly  to  allude  to 
I  in  order  to  repel  any  improper  imputation  which 
lay  be  attempted  to  be  aUributed  to  me,  from  any 
narter,  on  account  of  my  course  on  the  present 
ccasion. 

leo  back  to  the  time  when  I  was  at  the  head  of 
le  War  Department  At  that  early  period  I  turn- 
1  my  attention  particularly  to  the  interest  of  the 
Vest,  i  saw  that  jt  required  increased  security  to 
s  long  line  of  frontier,  and  greater  facility  for  car- 
^g  on  intercourse  with  the  Indian  trib^  in  that 
narter.  and  to  enable  it  to  develop  its  resources — 
specially  that  of  its  fur-trade.  To  give  the 
equired  security,  I  ordered  a  much  lai^r  por- 
on  of  the  army  to  that  frontier,  and  to  af- 
3rd  facility  and  protection  for  carrying  on  the 
nr-trade,  the  military'  posts  were  moved  much 
igher  up  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivenf 
Jnderthe  increased  security  and  facility  which 

Mse  meMorw  afiorded,  \h»  far-trade  received  a 


great  impulse.  It  extended  across  the  continent,  in 
a  short  iime,  to  the  Pacific,  and  north  and  south  to 
the  British  and  the  Mexican  frontiers;  yielding  in  a 
few  years,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Linn,]  half  a  million  of  dollars  annually, 
bat  I  stopped  not  there.  I  saw  that  individual  en- 
terprise on  our  part,  however  great  could  not  suc- 
ce^ully  compete  with  the  powerful  incorporated 
Canadian  ana  Hudson  Bay  Companies,  and  that 
additional  measures  were  necessary  lo  secure  per- 
manently our  fur-trade.  For  that  purpose,  I  pro- 
posed to  establish  a  post  still  higher  up  the  Mis- 
souri, at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  and 
to  give  such  unity  and  efllcieucy  to  our  intercourse 
and  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  between  our  West- 
em  frontier  and  the  Pacific  ocean  as  would  enable 
our  citizens  engaged  in  the  fur-trade  to  compete 
successfully  with  the  British  traders.  Had  the 
measures  proposed  been  adopted,  we  would  not 
now  have  to  listen  to  the  complaint,  so  frequently 
mtered  in  this  discussion,  of  tne  loss  of  that  trade.* 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  might  appeal  to  a  measure 
more  recent,  and  still  more  strongly  illustrative  of 
the  liberal  feelings  which  have  ever  influenced  me, 
whenever  .the  interest  of  the  West  was  concerned. 
I  refer  to  the  bill  relating  to  the  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  lying  within  the  new  States,  which  I 
introduced,  some  time  since. '  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  I  looked  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  iTnion  in 
introducing  that  measure;  but  it  is  not  the  less  so 
that  it  would,  if  it  should  become  a  law.  more  es- 
pecially benefit  the  West.  In  doing  that,'  I  ex- 
posed myself,  in  my  own  section,  to  the  imputation 
of  .seeking  the  friendship  of  the  West — as  I  do, 
on  this  occasion,  to  that  of  hostility  towards  that 
great  and  growing  section.  As  the  hazard  of  the 
former  could  not  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty 
then,  so  that  of  the  latter  cannot  from  doing  my 
duty  now.  The  same  sepse  of  duty  which  on  that 
occasion  impelled  m%  to  support  a  measure  in 
which  the  West  was  peculiarly  interested,  at  the 
hazard  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  my  own 
section,  because  I  believed  it  calculated  to  promote 
the  interest  of  the  whole, — impels  me  on  this  oc- 
casion to  oppose  this  measure,  at  the  hazard  of  dis- 
f  leasing  the  West,  because  I  believe,  in  so  doing, 
not  only  promote  the  interest  of  the  Union  gen- 
erally, but  that  of  the  West  especially. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  C.  QROWN, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  Ike  House  of  RepreseiUativeSf  February  3,  1843 — 

On  a  motion  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 

.'the  navy,  and  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 

'Whtte  of  Indiana,   in   defence   of  the  Whig 

party. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  he  had  tried  re- 
peatedly, for  the  last  two  or  three  days,  to  get  the 
floor,  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  navy 
generally;  but  at  that  late  hour,  when  the  hands  of 
the  clocK  had  nearly  reached  the  point  at  which  all 
debate  must  cease,  under  the  arbitrary  rules  of  the 
majority,  he  would  leave  all  he  had  purposed  to  say 
to  some  more  convenient  season,  if  any  such  should 
come,  and  only  refer  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
particularly  interested  those  he  immediately  repre- 
sented—the Philadelphia  navy  yard;  and  give  the 
rest  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  WmrE]  and  the  Whig  partj%  which 
had  been  thus  thrust  upon  the  House  out  offseason, 
apparently  for  the  sole  purpose  of  talking  up  the 
sinking— or  sunken — fortunes  of  Whigery. 

The  Navy  Department  had  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $28,000  to  put  the  Philadelphia  navy 
yard  in  a  proper  situation;  924,000  of  which  was  to 
extend  the  wharves  into  the  deep  water  of  the 
river — a  work,  the  department  said,  of  "indispensa- 
ble necessity;"  and  yet  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  stricken  outalUhe  latter  item,  and  only 
provided  for  a  few  small  repairs,  to  the  amount  df 
S4,000.  While  they  had  thus  treated  the  Philadel- 
phia yard,  the  committee  had  appropriated  to  the 
Portsmouin  navy-yard  the  sum  of  $40,411— 
all  that  the  department  asked;  and  asked  by 
it  not  as  indispensably  necessarj/.  but  as  the 
sum  that  could  be  profitably  laid  out  in  per- 
manent improvements — not  works  x)(  indispen- 
sable necessity.  For  the  Boston  navy -yard 
tG4,37l'had  also  bfen  appropriated— two-thirds  of 
the  whole  sum  asked  by  tne  department.  And  for 
whail  Why.  **bouodaTy  walls"  and  "additional 
store-houses,"  &c.,  not  at  all  of  "indispensable  ne- 
cessity," as  was  the  appropriation  asked  and  re- 


fused to  the  Philadelphia  yard.  So  with  the  Nfew 
York  yard.  The  committee  had  appropriated 
$40,500  to  this  yard,  when  the  department,  in 
its  report,  states  that  *'the  uncertainty  of  a. per- 
manent location  within  the  waters  of  New  York 
had  prevenledfcthis  point  from  being  settled."  Pony 
thousand  dollars  to  be  thrown  away,  probably! 
Such  manifest  partiality  and  injustice  ought  to  be 
rebuked  by  the  House;  and  he  hoped  that,  when 
the  proper  time  came,  the  House  would  insert  in 
the  bill  the  amount  shown  by  the  department  to  be 
of  "indispensable  necessity"  for  the  Philadelphia 
navy  3rard.  Such  treatment  as  that  yard  had  had 
from  the  Government,  was  an  insult  to  those  among 
whom  it  was  located. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  WhitbJ  with, 
whom  he  had  to  deal  (said  Mr.  B.)  for  tne  re- 
maining'time  allowed  him,  took  the  floor  about  two 
hours  before  the  time  that  was  fixed  by  his  vote, 
and  that  of  his  party,  that  all  debate  upon  the  bill 
must  stop.  He  was  one  of  the  boasted  refbrmeis  of 
the  House;  one  of  those  who  claim  to  have  reform- 
ed its  manners  and  habits,  by  the  introduction  of 
rules  to  gag  the  mouths  of  its  members;  and  that 
gentlemai^  (said  Mr.  B.,)  and  his  votes,  and  his 
speeches,  were  fair  samples  of  the  Whig  party 
and  their  reforms.  He  nad  spoken  his  hour,  or 
nearly  so.  The  subject  was  an  amendment,  pro- 
posed by  one  of  his  Whig  friends,  to.  retrench  the 
expenditure  of  the  Gk)vemment  some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  annually;  and  how  much  of 
the  gentleman's  speech  went  to  show  the  necessity 
or  propriety  of  that  retrenchment^  Not  one  word  I 
He  never  alluded  to  the  navy  bill— a  bill  appropria- 
ting nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars- nor  to  th« 
amendment  that  proposed  to  lessen  that  appropria- 
tion some  hundreds  of  thousands  I  These  subjects 
were  either  above  or  beneath  his  notice.  He  could 
seenothingbut  the  Whig  party— its  hopes  and  its 
fears.  His  speech  was  all  about  president-making. 
And  yet  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  talked,  and 
would  talk  the  loudest,  about  retrenchment  and  re- 
form—and had  boasted,  and  would  boast,  how  they 
had  prevented  a  waste  of  the  public  time  and  the 
public  money  in  useless  debates  upon  that  floor.  As 
It  had  been,  and  was,  with  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana^so  had  it  been,  and  so  would  it  be,  with  the 
whole  Whig  party.  They  were  all  promise— all 
boast— but  no  performance.  If  it  were  not  for  the  gag 
rules  they  had  adopted,  and  the  worse  than  use- 
less waste  of  words  of  the  Whigs  in  debate,  some 
reform  might  be  made — some  retrenchment  expect- 
ed. On  this  very  navy  bill,  if  a  proper  discussion 
could  be  had,  a  large  sum  would  most  probably 
be  thus  saved.  But  as  it  was,  the  committee 
and  the  House  would  be  obliged,  from  the  time 
wasted  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  and  his 
Whig  friends  in  party  slang-whanging,  to  strike  in 
the  dark,  or  vote  for  it  all  without  knowing  where- 
fore or  why.  And  who  was  to  blame  for  all  this'? 
The  House  had  a  Whig  Speaker,  and  the  commit- 
tee a  Whig  chairman,  wno  were  responsible  for  all 
irrelevant  debate.  These,  and  the  Whig  rules  of 
the  House,  had  made  it  anything  but  a  deliberative 
assemblage  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  There  never  had  been,  (Mr.B.  said,) 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Qovemment,  a  House  of 
Representatives  so  disorderly,  or  one  that  had  in- 
dulged in  so  much,  criminatmff  and  recriminating 
debate— and  that,  too,  by  Whigs  upon  Whigs. 
Day  after  day  had  he  and  the  other  Democratic 
members  sat  in  silence  and  sorrow,  listening  to 
one  Whig  member  abusing,  ridiculing,  and  revi- 
ling another;  and  one  after  another,  by  dozens,  abu- 
sing, ridiculing,  and  reviling  the  President  of  the 
United  States— that  President  that  their  votes  had 
elected.    And  that  was  what  they  called  refbrm  1 

Mr.  BliNG  here  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  explaUi. 

Mr.  Brown.  No;  the  gentleman  had  said  nothing, 
and  therefore  had  nothing  to  explain;  and  he  would 
not  yield  the  floor  at  that  late  hour  to  any  one  who 
had  voted  to  Mop  all  explanations  on  a  bill  so 
important  at  so  short  a  time. 

Mr.  Kmo  said  he  had  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  BaowN.  Had  not  the  gentleman  vote  for  the 
"rule,"  by  which  discussion  might  be  stopped  by 
his  friends  whenever  they  pleasedl  [To  which, 
Mr.  King  nmdeno  reply.]  Then,  said  Mr.  Brown, 
the  gentleman  from  ueorgia  had  put  a  loaded  gun 
into  the  hands  of  madmen,  and  ne  ought  not  to 
complain  when  he  was  shot  down  by  its  discharge. 

[Mr.  Kino  sat  down  amidst  general  laughter,  and 
cries  of  good !  good  IJ 

Mr.  Brown  continued.  The  genileman  from 
i  Indiana^and  his  Whig  friends  in  the  House  and  out 
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of  it  complained  that  the  Pf e&ident  had  thwarted 
-all  their  plans,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
people  to  elect  another  Whig  President  and  Con- 
gress,  before  all  the  great  reforms  and  relief  they 
Bad  promised  the  people  in  1840  could  be  accom- 
plished; and  laid  down,  as  the  means  of  their  ac- 
complishment, and  as  the  Whig  creed,  the  "distri- 
bation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands," 
a  "protective  tariff,"  and  a  "national  bank."  With- 
out noticing  the  gentleman's  crude  conception  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  or  his 
misrepresentations  of  some  of  its  prominent  men  and 
measures,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  with  what 
face  he  [Mr.  White]  could  go  before  his  constitu- 
ents, or  the  peot>le  of  the  united  States,  and  ask 
them  to  trust  him  and  his  Whig  friends  with  power 
again,  when  they  had  abused,  and  were  abusing 
so  shamefully,  the  trusts  already  reposed  in  them. 
He  was  willing  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  tlie  op- 
position of  the  President  to  their  bank  and  distri- 
Dution  they  had  proposed;  and  how  would  their 
account  then  standi  EEad  they  not  distributed  the 
poor  pittance  of  the  sales  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  landsl  When  the  General  Government  was 
Wrowing  monev  to  meet  and  pay  their  Whig  ap- 
propriations, had  they  not  sent  the  land  revenue  to 
all  the  States  that  would  receive  iti  And  yet  what 
State  bad  been  benefited  by  iti  Had  it  increased 
the  value  of  any  of  their  stocks'?  or  reduced  any  of 
their  tazesi    . 

Had  they  not  p&ssed  a  "protective  tariff"1"  And 
what  good  had  it  donel  [Here  a  member  said,  in 
an  under  tone,  "And  you  voted  for  it."]  Yes,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  I  did  vote  for  it^-and  as  an  honest  politi- 
cian, too.  1  did  not  approve  of  the  bill,  nor  did  I 
believe  that  it  woald  relieve  the  oppression  under 
which  labor  and  productive  capital  and  industry 
weie  sufiering.  Thoagh  it  could  do  no  good,  I 
thought  it  could  do  little  or  no  harm.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  country  and  the  world,  I  did  not 
thinly  the  importation  or  exportation  could  be  very 
much  diminished  or  enlarged  by  a  tariff  of  any 
kind.  Bui  if  anything  was  calculated  to  diminish 
both,  it  was  just  such  a  tariff  as  was  passed;  and  it 
certainly  had  not  enlarged  the  market  lor  American 
produce  abroad,  or  increased  its  price  at  home. 

He  voted  for  it  on  another  account.  PAitions 
wcre.circulated  through  a  part  of  his  district,  and 
manufacturers  and  politicians  had  raised  the  cry 
that  all  the  depression  of  the  times  was  owing  to  a 
reduced  tariff;  and  that  if  a  high  tariff*  was  laid, 
all  would  be  prosperous  again  in  a  single  day.  And 
yet,  what  had  been  the  coaseqaencel  The  tariff  was 
no  sooner  laid,  than  the  wages  of  many  of  the  ope< 
ratives  had  been  reduced^d  many  turned  out  of 
employment  altogether.  To  resist  the  low  wages 
offered  by  the  manufacturers  to  the  operatives,  a 
war  had  been  going  on  in  his  district,  and  the  ad- 
joiniiM:  one,  ever  since  the.  tariff  bill  had  been 
passed.  / 

He  had  voted  for  it  on  still  another  account. 
He  wished  the  Whig  party  to  carry  out  all  their 
projects  of  government  that  would  not  entail  last- 
ing injury  upon  the  country.  Temporary  derange- 
ment of  the  functions  of  the  Gtovemment  would  be 
more  than  compensated  bfy  the  experience  they 
would  bring  with  them.  A  year  or  two  of  slight 
suffering  would  be  well  repaid  by  the  returning 
sober  sense  and  second  thought  of  the  American 
people,  and  the  uuer  prostration  of  all  Whig 
humbugs  for  the  next  twenty  years. 

The  tariff  itself  had  b^en  the  best  argument  that 
could  be  offered  against  its  oppressive  and  pro- 
hibitory features.  It  had  failed  to  increase  the 
revenue,  or  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  actual  distribution  or  the  sales  of^the 
public  lands,  like  the  tariff,  had  demonstrated  its 
entire  inadequacy  to  accomplish  what  its  authors 
led  the  public  mind  to  anticipate.  The  bank- 
rupt law  had  worked  so  badly,  that  its  Whig 
makers  had  already  almost  unanimously  condemned 
it;  and  such,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  have  been  the 
case  with  a  national  bank,  if  one  had  been  made. 
U  would  most  likely  have  died  in  its  birth.  But 
had  itraie  into  operation,  it  would  have  failed  to 
benefit  the  country,  though  it  might  have  accommo- 
dated  a  few  favorites. 

He  would  ask  ihe  gentleman  from  Indiana  what 
It  was  tney  expected  iVom  a  national  bankl  He 
asked  this,  as  it  was  the  only  Whig  measure  not 
earried  into  effect  by  this  Congress;  and  as  it  was 
now  put  forth  as  the  leading  anicle  of  their  faith. 
and  their  last  hope  in  their  future  contests  for  pow- 


er.  Was  it  to  loan  money  to  politicians,  or  politi- 
cal newspaper  editorsi  Or  was  it  to  regulate  the 
exchanges,  and  furnisha  na  ional  currencyl  These 
last  they  held  out  to  the  people  as  the  objects  to 
be  attained  by  a  national  bank. 

For  himself,  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  want  any 
other  regulation  of  the  exchanges,  nor  anv  other 
national  currency,  firoro  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  gold  and  silver  coin — this  was  the  best, 
and  only  true  regulator  of  exchanges — the  only 
true  national  currency.     But  if  the  Whigs  hon- 
estly wanted  the  exchanges  regulated  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  had  not  the   President  offered 
them  full  and  adequate  means  in  the  exchequer! 
Would  not  that  regulate  all  the  exchanges  at  the 
public  expense  and  risk!    And  did  not  the  Presi- 
dent's exchequer  offer  to  them  a  sufScientIv  large 
paper  currency  also!     T^^^^   dollars  or  paper 
for  one  of  gold  and   silver!     Would  not  that 
give  them  paper  money  enough!    He  thought 4he 
exchequer  might  have  satisfied  their  largest   de- 
sires— their  most  insatiate  appetites  for  paper  mon- 
ey.   But  they  rejected  it,  not  because  it  would 
net  regulate  the  exchanges,  or  give  them  a  nation- 
al currency;  but  because  it  was  not  their  favorite 
corporation — a  bank.    Would  they  teA  the  people 
that  a  currency  based  upon  the  revenues,  the 
property,  the  faith  of  the  nation,  was  not  good 
enougli---not  so  good  as  that  issued  by  a  corpora- 
tion!   Or  would  they  tell  the  people  that  President 
Tyler  had  defeated  all  their  efforts  to  give  them 
a  regulator  of  exchanges,  a  maker  of  currency, 
when  they  had  thus  rejected  his  offered  boon!   It 
would  seem,  however,  that  there  was  to.be  no  "loop 
to  hang  a  doubt  upon"  in  their  future  party  ar- 
rangements— no  whig  skulking  in  the  next  pres- 
idential campaign — (ifthe  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  was  to  be  taken  as  their  rule  of  ac- 
tion)— ^no  more   Tylerism— no  concealments — no 
"generous  confidence,"  as  ^n  1840;  all  was  to  be 
open,  defined,  and  foreordained;  he  who  would  be 
a  Wnig,  must  be  "every  inch  a  Whig,"  and  shout, 
at  the  top  of  his  bent,  hosannas  to  a  bank !  He  must 
be  for  a  bank,  and  a  bank  only,  as  fit  to  be  the  treas- 
ury, hold  the  money,  make  the  currency,  and,  in  fact, 
govern  these  United  States.   The  only  cry  that  was 
to  be  allowed  or  heard  throughout  the  Whig  camp, 
was  to  be  bank !  bank !  bank  I    Let  the  appeal  be 
made,  (said  Mr.  B.)  and  he  had  no  fear  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  people  upon  it. 

All  the  measures  matured  or  propot^ed  in  this  Con- 
gress, that  had  thus  far  marked  the  course  of  the 
Whig  dynasty,  had  only  tended  to  their  destruction. 
They  had  been  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  at  every 
step  they  had  taken  in  the  accomplishment  of  their 
party  objects,  until  the  whole  country  had  repu- 
diated them.  Defeat  after  defeat,  fVom  the  opening 
of  the  extra  session,  had  everywhere  fixea  upon 
them,  and  their  course,  the  deepest  and  darkest  con- 
denmation.  [A  member  here  said:  "What  of  the 
late  Georgia  election!"]  Ay, (said  Mr.  B.)  and 
what  of  the  late  Georgia  election  !  The  Whigs 
had  elected  a  member  for  some  six  weeks — a  single 
member  to  serve  out  the  tail  end  of  a  session;  and 
that  was  all  that  had  been  saved  from  the  wreck 
of  their  whole  reign;  and  that  had  been  trumpeted 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  as  a  "glorious 
Whig  victory !"  At  the  election  for  members  to 
the  next  Congress  some  sixty-eight  thousand  votes 
were  polled,  and  the  Whigs  were  defeated.  They 
were  told  that  that  defeat  was  owing  to  General 
Apathy !  At  the  late  election  for  a  single  member, 
to  serve  but  for  six  weeks  in  a  Whig  Congress, 
only  about  forty-five  thoiisand  voles  were  polled,  and 
that  was  called  a  "glorious  Whig  victory."  But  who 
achieved  that  victoryl  Was  it  not  that  same  general 
that  defeated  them  before—General  Apathy!  It  was 
a  victory;  but  it  appeared  it  was  won  for  them  by 
General  Apathv  nghting  for  them,  instead  of 
against  them.  And  what  a  Whig  victory !  Would 
Oie  member  elected,  or  any  other  Georgia  Whig 
member,  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  the  House  and 
the  country  to  which  of  the  Whig  measures  of  this 
Congress  that  victory  was  to  be  attributed!  Was 
it  the  distribution  law!  Was  it  the  bankrupt  law! 
Was  it  the  tariff"!  Had  the  people  of  Georgia 
so  fallen  in  love  with  any  or  all  of  these  Whig 
laws,  .that  they  had  taken  Whigery  again  into 
their  embraces!  Or  did  they  elect  the  member 
from  Georgia  to  carry  out  Ibrther  and  more  fully 
the  Whig  doctrines  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana-s-distribution,  high  tariff;  and  a 
bank!  He  had  not  observed  how  the  new  member 
from  Georgia  had  voted;  but  he  much  mistook  the 


Whiss  of  Georgia  if  such  were  the  ioscriptkwi 
their  banner  at  the  late  "glorious  victory.'^* 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a  few  words  oo  ibe  so 

j^t  of  retrenchment  generally,  and  that  prope 

particularly  by  the  amendment  under  coDsiden 

tion,  and  he  had  done.    That  was  the  most  pm 

of  all  the  party  war-cries  of  the  Whigs  in  l£« 

"Retrenchment  and  reform !"  was  everywhere  t& 

first  and  last  notes  sounded  on  their  wgles;  m 

now,  after  they  had  been  ruling  in  those  kb 

for  near  eighteen  months,  and  from  which  ik 

must  depart  in  at>ont  as  many  daya^  foreTcr,  k 

.  would  ask  them  the  question,  one  and  all,  iavk 

they  had  retrehched  or  reformed!    [Some  mesbe 

was  heard  to  say  they  had  cut  down  ibe  paj  of  It 

"pages."]'  No,  (said  Mr.  B.)  they  raised  the  pn 

of  the  boys;  but  they  had  retrenched  the  nay  dm 

man— the  Commissioner  of  Public  Baildisgs;  ac 

his  alone  I      No!     Not  his  alone.      There  n 

another  that  had  felt  the  weight  of  the  mifhtjrf 

forming  hand  of  the  great  Whig  party;  sod  heir 

the  man  who  swept  the  House,  made  their  fire 

and  carried  th<  water — literally  "their  hewer  i 

wood  and  drawer  of  water" — nearly,  if  noiqBt 

the  only  laboring-man  about  the  Capiul.   He  n 

retrenched  fifty  cents  a  day!  What  a  bright  pi|e- 

a  green  spot  in  the  history  of  the  WhigCoBpei 

that  retrenchment  would  K)rm.    Such  was  the  irA 

—the  truth  to  the  letter.     Who  would  deny  r" 

And  who  had  prevented  them  from  reforming  bt 

where    and    everywhere,    and    retrenching  tk 

expenses    of    the   Government    anywhere  tit 

everywhere!    Let  them  look  to  the   record,  a: 

it  would  be  found  not  to  be  the  Democrats.  Tbn 

had  generally  given  their  votes  for  all  rttreao- 

ment.    Even  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [lb 

Arnold]  had  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  iW 

ocrats  wno  had  always  voted  with  him  to  take  s 

the  bill  to  reduce  the  compensation  ol  members ' 

Congress,  and  all  the  other  officers  of  the  Off- 

ernment — a  bill,  though  it  had  been  sneered  a!  k 

voted  down  by  the  Whigs,  ought  to  be  passed, SK 

would,  if  they  were  true  to  those  they  represecte. 

but  which  never  would  be  passed  if  left  toine  Whip 

to  do  it.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  B.)  he  would  pledge  hior' 

to  any  and  all  retrenchment  of  the  expenses  of  Uf 

Government,   and  he   thought  he   might  sSt^ 

pledge  a  majority  of  the  Democrats  on  that  h/ 

to  any  and  every  measure  that  was  honestly  cib- 

lated  to  bring  down  the  expenses  of  the  Qortn- 

ment  to  its  revenues,  and  that  would'obviite  ^ 

necessity  of  imposing  any  other  duties  or  tu& 

on  the  people.    He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  k^ 

diana  [Mr.  WhiteI  would  tell  all  this  iothei»> 

pie  of  Indiana— tell  them  of  all  the  Whig  sir 

had  done  when  in  power,  and  all  they  had  not  om 

When  he  tells  them  of  their  tarifi&,  their  distr^ 

tions, '  their  bankrupt  laws,  let  him  not  forge  :- 

tell  them  of  their  reforms  and  retrenchment!! 

Mr.  Paopprr,  (in  an  under  tone.)  We  did  not  p 
at  the  last  election  for  "retrenchment;"  we  *a 
for  "retbrm.** 

Mr.  Brown.    What  sort  of  reform! 

Mr.  pROFPiT,  (in  an  under  tone.)  To  get  »ek 
Locofocos  as  you  out  of  power. 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  that  is  true!  The  gcaileBe 
from  Indiana  before  me  [Mr.  Proppit]  says,  tiiK 
that  the  reform  they  went  for  in  1840  was  "to  |« 

*£ziraci« Irom  the  proceediocf  of  Uie  Doom  ot  Uvftrntm 
tivet  of  February  9th,  ae  reported  for  tbe  Globe. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CBAwroRD  (tbe  recently  elected  RepreeMKaurc  Irb 
Georgia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa«ioned  by  the  dearhiflk 
Habbsshah)  roK,  and  *  *  •  •  .       ■ 

*  *  wae  undeistood  to  call  vpoa  tkegetticMc 

from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ciujujm  Baomrjie  symbMlvk 
had  intended  to  cast  any  pereooal  reflectMio  by  thcee  nmtti 
made  the  day  t^fore. 

Mr.  C.  Browm  eaid  he  would  answer  tbe  qvescjoa  9l  it 

Sntleman.  *  •  "  .         i         .      • 

e  knewootbiflg  that  could  jutify  him  in  iaipoUafsmfcil 
wrong  to  the  gentleman  from  O«orgia:  on  the  ooamy.  b 
had  always  OAderetood  that  1  e  wjs  a  higb-Biodei^boaailk 
man;  and  *  '        that  be  wis  sinM  la 

the  gendemao  should  suppose  tbatthaie  wasanythiitfdhn^ai 
ful  meant  by  the  remaika  to  which  his  atteaoos  had  bcia  e#- 
ed;  and  he  thought  the  gentlenran  from  Georgia  watihttsjr 
gentleman  in  ihis  House  who  would  no  Imerpret  iktm. 

Mr,  Crawford  was  understood  lo  say,  that  as  the  IwImb 
from  Pf  nnsylyaoia  had  disclaimed  any  disi 
tion,  lie  had  nothing  more  to  say.    • 

Mr.  C.  Brown  would,  however,  be  pleaicd  if  the[ 
from  Georgia  would  respond  to  the  queaUoM  wbirb  k«9«r 
day  submitted,  aait  was  Importanc  that  ihs  Koose  ti$im\m 
whether  he  was  elected  in  consequence  of  any  of  *aVfe« 
measures  of  this  CongnM,  or  to  sustain  tho«  Whig  pdM» 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  f  Mr.  Wmn)  M  m 
down— {laoghter)~nam«ly,  a  oationai  bank,  a 
bution. 

Mr.  Crawford  did  nifi  rcspopd,  aadbeiathfti 
termioatso. 
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nch  Locofocos  oat  of  power'* — and  I  suppose  to 
^  themselves  in.  And  they  did  get  inland  a  pretty 
rtcce  ol^fmsiness  they  have  made  of  it.  Li  ke  many 
ithers  who  get  into  places  they  are  not  lit  for,  by 
mproper  means,  they  are  about  to  be  put  out  again. 
They  nave  digged  a  pit  for  others,  and  have  fallen 
nto  it  themselves.  Their  days  are  numbered — 
nd  soon  all  that  will  be  left  of  the  great  Whig 
«rtv,  or  its  vicionr  of  1840,  wUl  be  a  Wotted  page 
41  the  records  of  the  legislative  history  of  the  coun- 
ry,  and  a  debt  of  some  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
or  the  people  to  pay  as  the  price  of  their  folly  in 
iving  such  a  party  ihe  power  to  misgovern  them. 

Having  now  squared  the  accounts  with  the  gen- 
leman  from  Indiana,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  but  a  few 
rords  to  sav  on  the  amendment  before  the  commit- 
5C— the  redaction  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  pav  of  all 
aval  officers.    If  it  could  be  done,  he  would- rather 
Ills  reduction  could  be  made  more  equitable  than 
t  will  be  by  this  horizontal  per  centage-,  and  that  it 
hould  be  made  in  some  raiera!  bill,  operating  on 
11  or  many  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Grovemment, 
Ivil  and  military.    But  thejr  must  beein  some- 
where; and  he  would  vote  for  it  here,  and  regulate 
t,  and  extend  it  to  others  elsewhere;  if  it  could  be 
one.    In  18^,  the  pay  of  the  navy  officers  was 
Bcreased,  in  many  cases,  far  beyond  what    was 
bought  proper  by  the  Navy  Department  and  NaVy 
loard,  though  the  latter  was  composed  of  navy  offi- 
len^.    In  some  cases,  it  had  gone  $1,000  beyond; 
nd  in  otlfers,  $500;  and  so  on,  down  to  $100.  The 
«y  of  all  the  grades  of  officers  below  a  captain  was ' 
ar  higher  in  the  tJnited  States  service,  than  in  any 
breign  service-*-a  midshipman  three  or  four  times 
IS  much  as  in  the  French  or  British  navy.    He 
lad  made  a  comparison,  on  a  former  occasion,  be- 
wccn  the  members  of  Congress,  when  their  pay 
rasbut  six  dollars  a  day,  and  those  who  now  occa- 
Md  their  places  and  he  would  now  ask  the  com- 
aittee  to  make  a  similar  comparison  between  the 
officers  of  the  navy  under  the  old  pay,  (which,  in 
nany  cases,  was  but  little  more  than  half  whai  it 
K)w  is,)  and  those  who  are  now  receiving  the  high 
»ay.    Who  was  it  that  had  gained  for  the  navy  and 
or  the  country  its  fame  and  gloryl    Was  it  not  of- 
iccrs  under  the  low  payl    Look  at  the  achieve- 
Qcnts  of  Preble  and  Decatur  in  the  Mediterranean, 
ind  compare  them  with  what  had  been  recently  ex- 
libiied  there.  Look  at  Lawrence,  Perry,  Macdon- 
ragh,  Hull,  Jones,  Bainbridge,  Stewart,  and  their 
ellow-sailors  of  ldl3-'14;  and  where  are  their  su- 
ttnots  nowl    Take  from  the  navy  the  character 
von  for  it  by  the  officers  under  low  pay,  and  it  would 
lave  but  comparatively  little  to  claim  the  public 
*gard  in  its  favor.    He  did  not  wish  to  disparage 
t,  or  its  officers;  many—by  far  the  larger  number— 
vere  gallant  men,  and  would  do  their  counirygood 
•ervice  if  it  required  it  from  them.    But  this  ihey 
lad  done  under  lower  pay;  and  would  do  again, 
f  their  pay  was  brought  down  to  a  fair  standard. 
ae  believed  them  generally  patriotic.    As  good 
«tnol8,  they  ought  to  be  willing  to  make  some  Tittle 
•orifice,  when  their  fellow-ciUzens,  who  paid  them 
or  their  services,  had  to  sacrifice  so  much.    The 
taieofthe  treasury  required  a  reduction  of  ex- 
*°*^i  or  an  increase  of  revenue.    No  honest  man 
«'oaid  continue  to  employ  agents  and  servants,  and 
«y  them  high  wages,  when  his  incomcwas  inade- 
(oate,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  borrowing. 

The  pay  of  everybody  in  private  life  was  being 
wnced.  The  farmer  could  not  sell  his  produce  as 
ugh  as  he  did;  nor  could  the  mechanic  or  manufac- 
y*u  ^  wares.  The  price  of  labor  and  service 
«  all  kinds  was  reduced.  The  people  had  not  ijie 
HT^^  pay  their  agents  so  ample  as  they  once 
wa.  Was  it  not,  therefore,  right  and  just  to  make 
Dosc  who  served  the  country,  and  who  had  enjoyed 
»  prosperity,  feel  with  their  fellow-ciUzens  its  ad- 
wily?  lu  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  they  had 
»f  M  the  salaries  of  all  State  officers;  they  did  not 
nmk  n  equitable  to  tax  the  landholder  and  the  la- 
wrer  to  pay  the  office-holder,  and  let  the  lauer  go 
iii^Q.  Alabama,  he  understood,  the  salaries  of 
^n»  r  °®^«rs  had  been  reduced  10  or  20  per 
j"«-  In  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  they  were  re- 
;"?"*6,and  it  was  right  and  ptt)per  in  the  present 
«fe  01  the  business  of  the  country,  and  the  relative 
[aiae  of  money ,«hat  reductions  should  be  made 
•jcrywhcre  in  salaries.  A  post-captain— and  a 
f^m  one,  too,  Ml.  B.  said— had  told  him,  some 
i™f  f^^ce,  that  he  had  saved  money  while  a  lieu- 
cnant,  though  his  pay  had  never  been  more  than 
'onwU^^i  ^^^  ^*^»  ^®  feared,  was  more  than 
v^Vj  ,  ^^^  ^^  °"^y  lieutenants  now;  hence  they 
wuid  Icain  a  litUe  old-fashioned  economy.    fMr. 


Mallort,  in  an  irnder  tone,  said:  "Perhaps  he  was 
a  bachelor."]  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  he  was  not  a  bach- 
ek)r.  But  suppose  h&had  been,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  yet 
to  learn  that  a  bachelor  lived  cheaper  thim  a  mar- 
ried man.  He  understood  from  the  Scriptures  that 
woman  was  made  by  God  a  ''help  meet  for  man;'* 
and  such  he  had  been  led  to  believe  a  good  wife  al- 
ways was  to  her  husband.  He  considered  it  &  slan- 
der upon  the  wives  of  the  United  States  to  say  they 
were  hbiUof  expense  to  their  husbands;  and  it  was 
calculated  to  degrade  their  high  characters  to  ask 
the  Government  to  give  a  bounty  to  their  husbands 
to  support  them.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  an 
officer  in  the  navy  whose  wife  would  ask  or  re- 
ceive from  the  treasury  of  thecounfry  a  single  dol- 
lar on  her  own  accocmt,  that  the  services  of  her 
husband,  in  and  of  themselves,  did  not  fully  entitle 
him  to.  He  had  misunderstood  the  character  of 
the  American  women,  if  they  did  not  repudiate  all 
such  doctrine  as  that.  It  was  nhe  officer,  not  the 
wife,  whose  services  were  to  be  paid  for;  and  it  was 
those  services,  and  not  the  cost  of  a  wife,  or  his  ex- 
penses, that  ought  to  form  the  measure  of  his  pay. 
For  them,  he  ought  to  be  paid  fully,  but  not  extrav- 
agantly.  And  this  rule  ought  to  be  applied  alike  to 
all  who  served  their  country— civil  or  military. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  McDUPPIE, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Iih  Senate,  Monday,  February  13,  1843— On  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  submitted  by  him,  viz: 

JResolved,  Tbatiiis  thttaolemn  and  urgeatduty  of  the  prn- 
ent  Congress  to  aUopt,  without  delay,  e/Bcieat  measures  to  re* 
▼i?e  the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  replenish  the  im- 
poverished exchequer,  and  arrest  the  alarming  accumulation 
or  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Reaolved,  That  a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff  on  for- 
eign  imports,  such  as  will  render  itstiictly  and  in  good  faith  a 
rnere  revenue  measure,  is  indispensable  jo  the  accomplishment 
of  those  objects;  and  that  the  recent  measure!  of  the  British 


blliiy  of  the  spe^y  organisation  oi  an  exiensire  system  of 
smuggling  on  the  loog  line  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo- 
tives to  Congress  for  aaing  on  the  subject  during  its  prasent 
session. 

Reaohed,  That  a  rield  system  of  retrenchment,  economy, 
and  accountability,  such  as  will  bring  the  annual  expenditures 
within  the  annual  inbome  of  the  Ctovernment,  b  not  lec«  indis* 
peosable;  aad  that,  while  this  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  de- 
plprable  state  of  the  public  finaucea,  it  is  rendered  jus^  and  not 
mjunous  toihe  public  service,  by  the  great  reduction  of  the 
cvirency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money. 

Mr.  President:  In  submitting  these  resolations, 
xaspectfuUy,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  I 
have  taken  counsel  solely  and  exclusively  from  my 
own  profound  sense  of  my  duty  as  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States. 

I  presented  them,  sir,  without  consultation  with 
anv  human  being;  and  I  can  assure  Senators  on  all 
sides  of  this  chamber,  that  they  need  not  apprehend 
that  the  resolutions  aim  to  accomplish  any  disguised 
or  oblique  purpose,  but  that  their  object  is  clearly 
and  unequivocallv  indicated  upon  the  face  of  them. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  some  persons 
may  suppose  that  resolutions  of  this  description 
would  come  more  appropriately  from  another  quar- 
ter. I  know  it  is  tne  opinion  of  some,  that  those 
who  constitute  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  are 
solely  responsible  for  existing  evils;  and  perhaps  it 
may  be  regarded  by  them  as  a  rule  of  partv  tactics 
to  permit  those  evils  to  increase  and  aqcum'ulate,  in 
•  order  that  additional  odium  may  be  brought  upon 
theparty  which  is  supposed  to  be  responsible. 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  not  my  political  morality. 
'  I  hold  that  every  party— whatever  may  be  the  rel- 
ative position  it  occupies;  nay,  every  individual 
member,  however  powerless  he  may  be— is  under 
the  most  solemn  obligation  to  use  every  fair  and 
honorable  effort  for  the  removal  of  those  evils  with 
which  the  country  is  unhappily  afflicted. 
'^  What,  sir,  is  the  condition  ot  this  countryl  We 
exhibit  to  the  world  an  unexampled  spectacle. 
With  (he  most  unbounded  resources— with-  all 
the  blessingsthal  a  beneficent  Providence  can  confer 
upon  a  people— with  a  fertile  soil,  abounding  in 
every  production  that  is  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
svpport  of  human  life,  but  to  minister  to  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  people— at  a  time  ot  pro- 
found peace,  and  after  that  peace  has  continuctTfor 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century;— with  all  these  ad- 
vantages, and  in  the  midst  of  this  unbroken  peace, 
we  find  the  whole  coimtry  involved  in  one  univer- 
sal scene  of  distress. 

Under  these  circumstances,  sir,  are  we  to  stand 
still,  dealing  in  mutual  crimination  and  recrimi- 
natiQu  ^  to  who  are  the  author?  of  theie  calamiliesi 


Can  we  soothe  or  sear  our  consciances  by  ezclaioi- 
ing,in  thelan^ageof  Maebeth,  while  our  coun- 
try lies  bleeding  at  evefy  pore,  *'Thou  can'st  not 
say  I  did  ill" 

No,  Mr.  President,  it  is  time  that  every  patriot 
— ever^  man  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  prosperi- 
ty of  his  country— should  earnestly  apply  his  shoul* 
der  to  the  wheel.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  decide 
upon  the  causes  of  the  existing  oUamities,  inasfar 
as  they  are  to  be  ascribed  to  one  political  party  or 
another.  I  ^ill  barely  remark,  in  passing,  as  an 
admonition  to  all  parties,  that  1  consider  both  the 
great  pc^tical  parties  into  which  this  country  is  di- 
vided, in  some  sort  responsible  for  the  evils  which 
now  afflict  us. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  Administration,  then  in 
power,  unquestionably  committed  a  very  great  er- 
ror. Holding  the  opmion,  as  the  then  President 
did,  that  the  several  State  banks  could  furnish  a 
currency  equally  sound  as  that  which  then  existed, 
he  selected  certain  State  banks  as  the  depositories 
of  the  public  treasure,  actjbmpanied  by  an  injunc- 
tion, almost'amountinff  to  a  law,  that  they  should 
afford  credits  to  merchants  and  others  to  a  suffi- 
cient extent  to  supply  the  place  of  that  accommo- 
dation which  had  tieen  furnished  by  the  United 
States  Bank.  Under  this  system ,  we  all  know  what 
took  place,  necessarily;  for  it  is  too  recent  to  be 
forgotten  by  any.  As  had  been  predicted  by  ma- 
ny of  those  who  entered  into  the  discussion  of.  the 
question.  State  banks  sprung  up  by  scores  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  and  the  cunency,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  was  expanded  to  a  degree  of 
which  we  had  previously  no  example.  All  sorts 
and  descriptions  of  credits  were  enlarg:ed;  and 
such  was  tho.  infectious  nature  of  the  mania  which 
prevailed,  such  the  universal  delirium  which 
seized  upon  the  nation,  that  every  sort  oi  specula- 
tion was  stimulated  to  the  highest  possible  point. 

Yes,  sir,  penniless  adventurers  could  obtain 
credit  for  thousands,  to  enable  them  to  enter  into 
the  wildest  speculations.  But  very  soon  after  this 
system  was  adopted,  the  banks  of  the  several 
States  suspended  payment,  and  the  Admhiistration, 
finding  their  expectations  disappointed,  showed  a 
very  rare  and  commendable  wisdom  in  instantly 
retracing  their  steps,  and  remedying,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  error  they  had  committed.  The  State 
banks  were  abandoned;  the  confidence  which  had 
been  reposed  in  them  being  justly  forfeited,  and  a 
system  was  proposed  which  tended  to  disconnect 
entirely  the  financial  operations  of  the  Government 
and  the  banks. 

Thus  iar  for  the  responsibility  of  the  then 
existing  Administration.  Now  let  us  look  at 
the  responsibility  of  the  other  party.  When  the 
scheme  of  an  independent  treasury,  and  a  total  sep- 
aration of  the  Government  from  tne  banks,  was  in- 
troduced by  the  Administration,  what  was  the 
course  adopted  by  the  other  partjrl  The  leadins 
statesmen  of  that  party,  who,  in  common  with  myself, 
wished  to  maintain  the  Bank  of- the  United  States 
as  it  was  already  in  existence^  believing  that  it  ha4 
performed  its  functions  beneficially  for  the  public, 
immediately  turned  round  aid  became  the  advo- 
cates of  the  system  so  justly  abandoned.  The  in- 
stant the  Administration,  discovering  their  error, 
attempted  to  correct  it,  the  opposite  party — perhaps 
from  instinctive  propensity  of  alUpolitical  parties 
to  assume  antagonist  positions ;  Twill  not  under- 
take to  ^y  for  what  cause — adopted  the  exploded 
system  as  a  half-way  house  to  a  national  bank. 
Both  of  the  great  political  parties,  then,  being, 
in  some  degree,  the  authors  of  the  state  of  things 
which  now  unfortunatefy  exists,  it  is  the  duty  of 
them  both  to  unite  in  applying  some  appropriate 
remedy.  What  is  that  remedy?  How  are  we  to 
relieve  the  distress  and  pecuniary  embarrassment 
which  pervade  the  country? 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  an  idea  vei/  extensively 
prevails,  that  the  sole  remedy  in  thepoC*'®^^^*- 
gress  to  admihister,is  a  restoration  of  the  tC!^^^^y 
by  some  Federal  regulation  of  the  paper  circula*!^' 
and  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  honorable* 
Senator  from  Maine  will  make  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit a  few  brief  remarks  on  this  subject. 

It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  President,  (and  I  say  it 
with  great  deference— for  the  opposite  opinion  is 
held  by  some  of  the  most  able  men  in  the  country,) 
that  all  hopes,  founded  upon  any  scheme  which  the 
wisdom  of  man  can  suggest  for  the  restoration  of 
the  currency  of  this  country,  will  be  fatally  delusive, 
so  far  as  it  regards  a  remedy  for  the  distresses  and 
peou^ry  embarrassments  yr)d<ih  dow  prevail.    It 
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will  be  a  mere  superficial  remedy;  it  canoot  reach 
the  seat  of  the  disease.  ^Wfaat  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  distresses?  Tlie  remote  cause  is  undoubtedly 
the  expansion  of  the  currency;  and  the  more  im- 
mediate cause,  its  sudden  contraction.  From  facts 
which  I  have  before  me,  it  appears  that,  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  the  currency  of  this  country 
expanded  from  ninety-four  millions  of  dollars  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions;  and,  in  a  sim- 
ilar period,  sunk  down  to  some  seventy  millions. 
Now,  I  beg  Senators  to  impress  upon  their  minds 
this  single  circumstance.  It  furnishes  a  lesson 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten;  it  is  a  lesson  which- 
we  have  but  too  much  cause  to  remember. 

When,  from  any  cause,  the  bank  circulation  of  a 
country  is  extended  beyond  a  certain  degree — for 
instancy,  fifty  millions  beyond  the  {proper  and  natu- 
ral amount  of  the  circulation  demanded  bv  the 
business  of  the  country^this  redundancy  oi  cir- 
culation, by  a  law  as  immutable  as  the  law  of  gravi- 
tation, tends  to  carry  down  the  quantity  of  the  cir- 
culation even  below  its  natural  level.  This  is  the 
cause  of  the  existing  distress.  Our  currency  was 
unnaturally  expand^,  and  prices  swelled  to  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  beyond  their  natural  average.  The 
S3rstem,  of  course,  could  not  continue  in  this  state  of 
inflatiMi.  Any  currency  professing  to  rest  upon  a 
specie  basis  must  sink  into  utter  rum,  as  the  inev- 
itable result  of  such  an  expansion.  Now,  sir, 
what  has  actually  taken  placel  The  currcncj]  has 
been  reduced  to  one  half  its  former  dimensions. 
In  the  very  nature  of  things,  it  was  obliged  to  be 
thus  reduced,  if  the  system  was  to  rest  on  a  specie 
basis, .  affording  a  -sound  and  uniform  currency. 
That  reduction  has,  perhaps,  not  gone  to  the  extreme 
point  which  it  must  reach.  And  riow  what  are  we 
about  to  dol  After  the  country  has  suffered  the 
utmost  drstress,and  been,  driven  to  the  ver^e  of  bank- 
ruptcy— after  we  have  gone  through  the  painful 
process  of  contracting  our  circulation— alter  we 
nave  suffered  all  the  evils  which  must  follow  from 
its  undue  expansion; — after  all  this,  what  is  the  reme- 
dy proposeal  Why,  sir,  some  seem  to  imagine 
that,  in  legislation,  according  to  the  old  adage,  *'ihe 
hair  of  the  mad  dog  is  good  for  the  bite."  And  now, 
after  we  have  sumred  the  evils  incident  to  reform- 
ing a  lash  and  ill-devised  system  of  bank  predit 
and  bank  circulation,  and  see  the  dawn  of  return- 
ing prosperity ;  after  natural  causes  and  the  laws  of 
trade  have  nearly  corrected  them,  and  we  are 
once  more  almost  standing  on  a  platform  of  a  sound 
and  uniform  currency,  the  most  intelligent  and  sa- 
gacious minds  of  the  country  are  calling  out  for  a 
new  system  of  paper  circulation,  which  must  carry 
the  country  through  the  same  circle  of  expansion, 
contraction,  and  ruin,  from  which  we  are  just  re- 
covering. 

Sir,  we  find  the  patient  in  a  state  in  which  the 
administering  of  medicine  is  no  longer  salutary; 
and  when,  though  at  present  debilitated,  he  is 
about  to  recover  by  a  natural  process,  we  are  re- 
quired to  continue  tampering  with  his  system,  by 
the  use  of  new  ahd  additional  nostrums.  Believe 
me,  sir,  any  scheme— the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  any  possible  modification — an  ex- 
chequer board,  with  all  the  checks  and  guarantfes 
"  which  human  wisdom  can  provide — will  oe  utterly 
inadequate  to  i^imish  a  remedy.  The  truth  is,  the 
country  is  very  much  in  the  condition  of  a  patient 
who  is  unwilUag  to  trust  to  the  vis  medicairix  no- 
turns,  but  is  perpetually  calling  out  for  medicine; 
and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  mistaking  entirely 
the  nature  of  the  remedies  required.  What  do  gen- 
tlemen propose  to  dol  They  tell  you  that  their 
object  is  to  reform  the  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  to  establish  a  bank  circulation  on  a  sound  basis 
and  of  uniform  value.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  stimu- 
lating causes  of  these  schemes  of  currency — the  ex- 
isting sufferings  of  the  people — a  restoration  of  the 
currency  to  a  state  of  soundness  is  the  very  last 
thing  in  the  world  whiph  the  patient  could  endure, 
or  wnich  his  real  wants  require.  A  sound  cur- 
rency! Why,  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine  that  the 
Government  possesses  a  sort  ofpolitid&l  l^erde- 
main,  by  which  it  can  accomplish  direct  incom- 
patibilities. Can  you  reform  the  currency  and  ex- 
pand it  at  the  same  limel  The  very  act  of  increas- 
ing: the  circulation  would  defeat  your  professed 
object  of  reforming  the  currency.  You  can  reform 
a  vitiated  currency  by  no  other  process  than  by 
cartailififf  it. 

But,  Mr.  President,  under  existing  circumstances,  ' 
as  to  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  popular 
delusions  and  speculations  produced  by  the  ex- 
5^ssesof  the  credit  system,  Aeir  case  is  hoplessj 


it  is   beyond  the  power  of  surgery  or  even  of 

falvanism,  to  revive  them.  However  rapidly  vou 
urry  on  these  schemes,  they  will  come  too  late 
for  them.  But  I  am  aware  there  is  a  very  plausi- 
ble argument  which  gentlemen  have  frequently 
ur^d  on  this  point— that  their  desire  is  iK>t  so  much 
to  increase  the  quantity  of  circulation,  to  induce 
the  banks  to  go  into  a  system  of  excessive  discounts 
and  circulation,  as  to  restore  confidence.  Yes,  sir, 
that  is  the  watchword— to  restore  confidence  to  the 
country.  Confidence !  Mr.  President.  Confidence 
in  whati  Confidence  in  banks,  that  have  made 
promises  only  to  violate  themi  How  can  we  have 
confidence  in  a  system  which  all  experience  proves 
must,  in  the'  nature  of  things,  result  in  those 
very  revulsions  and  distress,  the  consequences  of 
which  we  are  at  this  moment  experiencing  T 
Are  we  to  encourage  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  indulge  fhlse  hc«>es,  which  must  inevita- 
bly be  disapporntedl  God  forbid  that  this  sort  of 
confidence  ever  should  be  restored.  No,  sir,  like 
the  confidence  that  Eve  reposed  in  the  serpent,  and 
by  which. she  was  tempted  to  eat  of  *'that  forbidden 
fruit,  whose  mortal  taste  brought  death  into  the 
world,"  it  is  the  real  source  of  all  our  woes — all 
our  calamities. 

.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  you  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a  sound  system  of  currency;  when  you  en- 
deavor to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  just  and  well- 
founded  confidence,  having  reference  to  the  future — 
no  bank,  no  exchequer  board  will  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  country  to  recover  from  the  distress  into 
which  it  has  been  thrown.  No  man  can  be  more 
sensible  than  I  am  of  the  necessity  of  a  sound  and 
stable  currency:  but  how  is  this  to  be  effected?  It 
1  were  asked  what  system  of  currency  I  would  now 
propose,  I  would  candidly  confess  that  1  am  not 
prepared  at  the  present  moment  to  fix  upon  any. 
I  should  say  this  much,  however,  with  entire  confi- 
dence: leave  nature  to  work  in  her  own  way  for  a 
time;  leave  the  people  to  their  own  industry  and 
resources;  do  not  place  too  much  reliance  upon  arti- 
ficial systems  and  legislative  contrivances. 

Is  it  supposed  by  any  one  (I  will  not  say  in  this 
Senate,  but  m  the  country)  that  the  mere  issue  of  a 
bank  circulation — if  you  could  to-morrow  restore 
the  delusive  confidence  which  fprmerly  existed,  so 
far  as  to  create  seventy  millions  in  adcution  to  our 
present  circulation — will  add  one  solitary  cent  to 
the  wealth  of  the  United  Statesi  You  have  no 
creative  power.  There  is  no  power  in  legislation 
by  which  you  can  add  a  single  blade  of  grass, 
a  grain  of  corn,  or  a  pod  of  cotton,  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country.  The  remedy  is  not  to  be  found  in 
legislation,  or  in  an v  artificial  contrivances.  Our 
onl^  hope  is  in  undoing  the  mischief  which  such 
artificial  contrivances  have  already  done. 

Sir,  upon  the  subject  of  bank  circulation,  I  feel  that 
it  is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  read  a  sentence  or 
two  from  the  fir^t  public  document  which  I  ever 
presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  it.  They  are  contained  in  a  report  which 
I  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
question  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
united  States,  which  always  sustained  a  salutary 
check  on  the  State  banks,  and  was  a  means  of  pre- 
serving the  soundness  of  the  paper  currency,  by 
preventing  them  froih  running  into  excessive  is- 
sues. In  that  document  the  following  opinion  is 
expressed  on  the  general  question  of  currency: 

**It  must  be  aMomed,  as  tb«  bans  of  all  sound  reaaoniDff  oo 
this  subject,  that  the  existence  of  a  paper  cnrrency,  issued  bj 
banlcs  derlrins  their  charters  from  the  State  Oovemmenta,  can* 
not  Im  prohibited  bj  Congress.  Indeed,  bank  credit  and  bank 
^per  are  so  extensively  interwoTen  with  the  commercial  . 
operations  af  society,  that,  even  if  Congress  had  the  consiltu- 
tional  power,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  produce  so  en- 
Ure  a  change  in  the  monetary  system  of  the  country  as  to 
abolish  the  agency  of  banks  of  discount,  without  involving  the 
community  in  all  the  distressing  embaxrassments  usually  at- 
tendant on  great  political  revolutions,  subverting  the  titles  to 
private  propeitv.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  some  hundred 
millions  of  bank  credit  would  be  equivalent,  in  its  eflbcts,  to 
die  arbiuary  and  despotic  transfer  of  the  property  of  one  por- 
tion of  the  community  to  mnoiher,  to  the  extent,  piobablv,  of 
half  that  amount.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  advan- 
tages of  a  purelv  metallic  currency,  nna  whatever  the  objec 
tloos  to  a  circulating  medium  panly  composed  of  bank  paper, 
the  committee  consider  that  they  are  precluded,  by  the  exist- 
ing state  of  tilings,  from  instituting  a  comparison  between  them, 
with  a  view  to  any  practical  resulL 

^f  they  were  not  thus  precluded,  and  it  were  submitted  to 
them  as  an  original  qoMtion,  Whether  the  aclinowledged  and 
manifold  faciliues  of  baak  credit  and  bank  papar  are  not  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  distressing  vicissitudes  in  trade 
Incident  to  their  use,  they  are  by  no  meaofc  prepared  to  say 
that  they  Would  not  give  a  decided  preference  to  the  more 
costly  and  cumbersome  medium." 

Such  were  then  my  sentiments,  and  such  are 
they -at  this  time;  and  the  course  of  events  has  now 
brought  u8  to  such  a  cfm^iion,  tkf^t,  Without  any 


farther  revulsion  or  suffering,  specie  may  be  ina6< 
not  only  the  basis  of  our  circulation,  Ixit  to  en 
stitute  a  large  portion  of  that  circulation.  Let  a 
attempt  to  •create  no  system  by  which  the  btak: 
may  oe  again  drawn  into  their  former  excease 
but  leave  them,  with  their  recent  experience,  tft 
under  the  salutary  restraints  of  public  opinion,  t 
recover  public  confidence  by  a  prudent  course  o 
self-reform,  by  which  they  will  deserve  it  Tkt 
course  of  events  will  do  infinitely  more  than  r\ 
can  doby  le^slation. 

If  I  were  clothed  with  unlimited  power  altlu 
moment  to  regulate  the  currency,  I  would  ay 
am  not  prepared  to  decide.  And  no  man  oogki  'i^ 
decide  upon  any  specific  plan  in  regard  to  it,  mtl 
we  have  had  the'  experience  of  some  years.  Be 
lievlnr,  then,  as  I  confidently  do,  that  all  |toi« 
relief  heretorore  proposed  must  be  abaolutdy  !■ 
potent  to  relieve  the  existing  distresses;  and  tk 
a  system  of  currency  having  reference  to  the  fo 
ture  should  be  a  work  of  mature  deliberatioo,!  ac 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  not  mirtc 
when  any  l^islative  enactment  should  take  p^ 
upon  the  subject.  The  relief  which  the  ccmo] 
demands  is  of  a  much  more  radical  characte; 
What  is  that  relief!  It  has  been  Indicated  m  tb 
first  of  those  resolutions  which  I  have  had  the  hon;^ 
to  submit  to  the  Senate.  The  commerce  of  tl^ 
country  is  in  a  state  of  decay;  and,  from  the  doc: 
ments  which  I  have  before  me,  1  may,  ^nost  ssr 
in  an  expiring  condition. 

What  shall  oe  done,  then,  to  restore  this  inpor 
ant  source  of  the  nation's  wealthi  Shall  wehcpt 
to  revive  commerce  by  continuing  that  systen  c3 
policy  by  which  it  is  now  shackled?  Shall  we  it 
vent  new  contrivances  of  a  similar  character  fo: 
the  future'?  No,  sin  undo  the  mischief  yoa  biT? 
done:  knock  off  the  fetters  you  have  aJready  ic- 
posea;  leave  trade  to  her  own  laws;  permit  jol* 
people  to  enjoy  their  natural  advantages,  as: 
the  fruits  of  their  industry,  free  from  all  mips; 
restrictions.  Do  this,  and  you  will  insure  prosper 
ity  to  the  coimtry;  and,  at  the  same  time,  lepklat 
your  exhausted  treasury. 

I  come,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  the  irc> 
ond  resolution,  which  proposes  reducing  the  tm- 
ing  tariff  from  its  present  prohibitory  character,  u 
a  proper  and  reasonable  revenue  standard,  so  as  lj 
make  it  in  reality  what  it  professes  to  be--a  co- 
stitutional  'measure  merely  for  the  purpose  of  nis- 
ing  revenue. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  but  remailc 
that  there  never  was  a  time  more  inappropriate  fo: 
the  introduction  of  such  a  measure,  than  the  m- 
mont  selected  for  the  introduction  of  the  tariff  c 
the  last  session,  in  view  of  what  had  taken  j^ 
and  of  what  was  then  in  progress  in  other  coat- 
tries,  as  well  as  in  our  own.  air  Robert  Peel,  \k 
British  minister,  yielding  to  the  force  of  pobbt 
opinion,  had  mitigated,  to  a  very  great  extent,  ik 
commercial  restrictions  which  existed  in  Gnt 
Britain.  Had  we  pursued  our  true  national  policy. 
we  would  have  met  these  advances  to  a  sysfien  d 
free  trade  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  reciprocity.  Br 
what  did  we  dol  Instead  of  reciprocating  the  ad- 
vances which  Qreat  Britain  made  to  us,  wetoraeti 
our  backs  upon  her  at  the  very  momeat  whe 
measures  were  taken  by  Great  Britain  to  eaaUe 
your  farmers  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New  York,  aai 
of  all  the  grain-growing  States  of  this  UnioD,  id 
find  a  market  abroad  for  their  produce.  Ooru- 
gislature — ^thinking,  perhaps,  that  these  greii  id- 
vanta^^es  tendered  to  our  farmers  might  sedan 
them  into  the  heresy  of  free  trade — ^passed  the  tarif 
bill  of  last  session,  more  prohibitory  than  any  c^ 
Its  predecessors. 

I  have  before  me  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  ik 
Treasury  Department,  showing,  from  the  coSflS' 
house  returns  for  the  city  of  Sew  York,  the  ex- 
traordinary falling-off  which  has  been  oceasioaai 
by  the  passage  of  the  measure  in  question,  h  i 
statement  showing  the  monthly  income  from  m- 
toms,  we  have  for  the  month  of  January  9I|^^ 
while  that  of  December  amounts  to  l>ut  9956,(tt 
and  the  intervening  months  exhibit  a  regolarw 
ing  off,  from  the  thne  it  was  expected  the  tarif  li 
would  pass,  until  the  close  of  th^ear.  Now,  if# 
month  of  December  is  a  fair  inAeation  of  wbaidli 
revenue  is  to  be  next  year,  the  whole  reveauc  ft# 
customs  at  New  YorK  will  not  be  more  than  tM 
millions  of  dollars.  This,  of  itself,  is  alani^ 
enough,  as  it  regards  our  financial  prospects;  tow 
nothing  of  the  more  important  consideraikas  i, 
commerce  destroyed,  and  the  people 
unjust  burdens.    Now,  what  arc  tlte 
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17  whidi  we  are  called  on  to  sabmit  to  these  uniuUp 
ml  nd  lujast  ezactioiisl 

Toprolect  the  domestic  ifidnstry  of  the  United 
kHM  To  carry  out  the  Americaa  system!  These 
btalire  phrases  have  operated  so  extensively,  as 
tlmost  to  confound  the  understandings  of  the  peo- 
tle. 

I  pray  yoa  to  bear  with  me  for  a  moment  while 

Mke  a  brief  review  of  the  commerce  and  the 
trcnue  of  the  United  States.  And  I  will,  at  the 
lose  of  that  review,  ask  the  Senators  who  voted 
or  the  tariff  of  the  last  session,  to  tell  me  on  what 
rouad  it  was  they  thought  it  necessary  to  sacrifice 
^oM  great  interestsi 

Fiom  the  very  beginning  of  the  Qovernment, 
riih  the  exception  of  a  few  years  of  war,  the  whole 
evenue  by  which  the  machinery  of  Qovernment 
M  been  sept  in  motion,  has  been  derived  exclu* 
ively  from  foreign  commerce.  But  that  to^which 
beg  leave  to  call  the  particular  attention  *of  the 
leaate,  is»  that  since  1816,  at  least  three-fourths  of 
tte  reveAue,  which  has  not  only  paid  the  current 
ipenses  of  the  Government,  but  performed  the  un- 
xanwled  achievement  of  extinguishing  the  public 
^  nas  been  derived  from  thai  branch  of  your 
ommerce  which  consists  entirely  of  the  exchaiiges 
ecelved  for  the  agricultural  exports  of  the  South- 
in  and  Southwestern  States — less  than  one-third 
f  the  Union;  and'  that  it  is  against  this  very 
ranch  of  commerce  that  the  whole  power  of  your 
rohibitioD  tariff  is  directed,  proiessedly  with  a 
lew  to  destroy  ill  Yes,  sir;  this  great  bmnch  of 
our  national  industry  has  done  all  this,  and  more, 
t  has  made  us  a  great  commercial  and  naval  pow- 
r^  and  contributed  largely  to  enrich  the  people,  by 
applying  them  with  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
iff  cheaper  than  they  could  be  obtained  from  any 
ither  source.  And  for  all  these  great  services  to 
be  .country  and  the  Government,  what  grateful  re- 
am have  you  madel  What  acknowledgment  of 
ipor  obligations'}  None,  sir;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
^  to  the  eternal  reproach  of  this  Gk>vernment,  it 
tas  destroyed  what  it  was  under  the  most  sacred 
tbligations  to  protect  and  defend— like  an  unnatural 
Qouster,  plunging  a  dagger  into  the  bosom  of  his 
test  friend  and  benefactor.  And  on  what  ground  is 
tii^  monstrous  outrage  to  be  justifiedl  What  great 
ival  interest  is  there  in  this  country,  which  can 
ssert  a  paramount  claim  to  the  protection  of  the 
]fovemment7 

It  is  the  domestic  manufactures  of  the  country 
rhich  demand  the  sacrifice.  The  protection  of 
9mt  industry  1— the  suffering  industry  of  the  coun- 
ry!  These  are  the  watchwords.  Bat  what,  I  ask, 
s  that  industry  which  has  supplied  you  with  all 
be  blessings  of  an  enriching  commerce?  Is  it  not 
mtstic  industry?  Is  it  not  konie  industry?  Do 
OQ  get  from  abroad  foreign  manufactures  to  the 
aloe  of  a  dollar,  that  are  not  procured  by  means  of 
(m€iUc  industry?  Unless  you  rob— unless  you 
teal»unless  you  obtain  by  fraudulent  deviees,— 
oa  cannot  get  the  worth  of  a  farthing,  but  by  an 
xchange  of  the  products  of  domestic  industry. .  In 
tils  respect,  commerce  and  manufactures,  then, 
land  upon  the  same  footing  precisely. 

There  is  a  vast  interest  represented  by  thoM 
rho  are  engaged  in  the  production  of  the  great 
tanle  artieles  of  exportation-^in  exchanging  those 
racks  for  foreign  manufiictures,  by  means  of  cap- 
<al;  in  transporting  them  to  foreign  ports;  and  m 
onveylng  foreign  merchandise,  leceived  in  ex- 
hanee  for  them,  to  the  United  States.  These 
OBatitute  the  great  exporting  interest  identified  with 
ireign  commerce.  Whatever  destroys  the  one,  de* 
trap  the  other.  And,  although  the  State*«  pro* 
ucmg  these  %iports  constitute,  perhaps,  less  than 
tie-tidrd  of  the  Union;  and  although  they  have 
cen  contemptuously  reproached  as  being  barren 
uid-hills,— yet  th^  have  mainly  sustained  the 
oonnerea  of  the  United  Slates — having  furnished 
vo4hirds  of  the  entire  exports  of  the  Union,  since 
otton  and  rice  and  tobacco  have  become  the 
re^  staples  of  exportation.  Two-thirds  of  the 
rodactioos  which  sustain  foreign  commerce  have 
een  famished  by  less  than  one-third  of  the  Union, 
knd  upon  this  great  branch  of  domestic  industry, 
rKh  the  capital  which  it  employs,  has  devolved  the 
rhole  boroen  of  supporting  the  Government,  by 
sraishing  the  subjects  of  taxation*  Now,  1  ask 
le  firie&£  of  the  tariff,  in  all  candor,  and  with  the 
tinost  respect,  what  is  that  branch  of  industry  for 
rhich  they  exclusively  claim  the  name  of  domestic 
BdUstryl    They  will  answer,  home  manufactures ! 

Upon  what  ground  are  we  to  destroy  commeA;e 
>  imitain  the  manufactarers?    Wbf  should  thi 
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be  protected  by  the  sacrifice  of  foreign  commerce, 
ana  at  the  expense  of  this  Government?  Has  the 
Government  ever  derived  a  solitary  cent  of  revenue 
from  domestic  manufactures?  Doies  this  branch  of 
domestic  industry  contribute  one  solitary  cent  to 
the  support  of  the  Govemnoent?  Do  they  not,  on 
the  contrary,  diminish  the  revenue?  And  yet,  you 
are  to  destroy  that  great  branch  of  national  indus- 
try which  has  supported  the  Grovemment  and  en- 
riched the  people,  in  order  to  afford  assistance  to  a 
branch  of  domestic  industry  which  has  been  itself 
an  enormous  tax  both  upon  the  people  and  the 
Government.  A  more  monstrous  combination  of 
injustice  and  ingratitude  can  hardly  be  conceived. 
To  destroy  commerce,  the  great  agent  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  bond  of  peace  among  nations,  to  foster  a 
rival  branch  of  industry,  by  measures  which  con- 
vert the  United  States  from  mutual  customers  to 
commercial  rivals,  is  as  unwise  and  impolitic  as. 
in  reference  to  other  considerations,  it  is  unjust  and 
oppressive. 

But  there  is  yet  a  larger  and  more  pervading 
view  of  this  subject,  showmg  the  suicidal  character 
of  a  prohibitive  tariff  The  great  exporting  inter- 
est— that  of  the  planters,  merchants,  and  ship-own- 
ers'—say to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  If 
you  will  permit  us  freely  to  exchange  the  produc- 
tions of  our  industry  for  the  productions  of  other 
countries,  subject  to  a  revenue  duty  merely,  even 
with  this  discrimination  of  20  per  cent,  against  us, 
we  will  pledge  ourselves  to  supply  the  people  with 
all  the  manufactures  they  need  one-third  cheaper 
than  they  now  obtain  them  from  the  manufacturers 
of  the  United  States. 

To  this  the  tariff  majority  in  Congress  practi- 
cally reply,  that  they  regard  cheap  manufactures 
a  great  national  evil,  if  obtained  by  exchanging 
the  products  of  domestic  agriculture  for  foreign 
manufactures;  that  this  cheapness  is  the  very  rea- 
son they  prohibit  their  importation;  and  that  they 
would  rattier  the  people  shoald  pay  a  third  more 
for  abe  manufactures  they  consume,  and  that  the 
treasury  should  be  impoverished,  than  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  United  States  should  not  receive 
from  33i  to  100  per  cent,  more  for  their  fabrics  than 
their  natural  price. 

Such  is  a  true  exposition  of  the  misnamed  pro- 
tective policy. 

But  1  am  aware  of  the  arguments  with  which  I 
shall  be  met  on  this  subject.  After  the  experi- 
ence of  twenty  years,  and  the  lessons  to  the  con- 
trary which  that  experience  has  taught  us,  gentle- 
men willstill  urge  those  arguments  by  which  they 
sustained  their  policy  in  its  incipient  stages.  I  re- 
member well,  on  my  first  entry  upon  the  stage  of 
public  life,  how  confidently  the  manufacturers  of 
the  United  States  predicted,  if  youttrould  only  give 
them  protection  for  a  few  years,  they  would  be  able 
to  supply  all  your  wants  with  articles  cheaper  and 
better  tlian  you  could  procure  them  -from  abroad. 
This  was  their  confident  prediction.  And  in  that 
day,  Mr.  Presideut.no  man  dared  to  rise  and  avow 
the  purpose  of  maldBg  this  system  of  unjust  and 
oppressive  restriction  a  permanent  measure  of  na- 
tional policy.  Our  establishments^  said  they,  are  in 
a  state  of  infancy.  Protect  them  for  a  few  years, 
and  we  will  ask  no  further  aid,  but  will  defy  com- 
petition. I  well  remember  the  reply  I  then  made 
to  these  promises—which  subsequent  experience 
and  the  conduct  ofthe  manufacturers  have  confirmed 
even  beyond  my  anticipations.  I  showed,  from 
documents  of  undoubted  practical  authority,  that 
the  ciMt  of  producing  manufiftctnres  in  Great  Brit- 
ain conf;isted  of  three  elements — viz.,  three-eighths 
of  the  wages  of  labor,  three-eighths  of  the  interest 
upon  capital,  and  one-fourth  01  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material;  and  I  'then  argued  that,  as  capital  could 
be  obtained  in  England  at  half  the  interest  at 
which  it  could  be  obtained  here,  and  labor  be 
procured  for  less  than  half  the  wages,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  cause  of  the  inability  of  the 
American  manufacturers  to  maintain  a  compe- 
tition with  the  foreign  was  founded  on  perma- 
nent causes— the*  low  wages  of  labor,  and  the 
low  rate  of  interest ;  causes  which,  I  trust,  will  be 
eternal;  for  no  patriot  can  desire  that  wages  here 
should  be  reduced  to  sixpence  a  day,  or  the  profits 
of  capital  to  three  per  cent.,  even  to  enrich  our 
manufacturers.  And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  tii^en- 
ty  years,  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  rate  of  interest 
in  Great  Britain  are  as  much  below  what  they  are 
here  as  they  ever  were;  and,  though  the  machinery 
employed  in  our  manufactories  is  in  many  respects 
superior  to  the  British,  our  manufacturers  clamor 
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oppressive  system,  then,  to  last  forevvft  Qaipegen* 
tlemen  reflected  on  the  conseqaencaa  whi)Bh%nuitt 
result  from  it,,  if  thus  perpetmedl  Ittv^.they 
estimated  the  frightful  amount  of  bnrdettaiaqioted 
by  it  on  the  people  of  the  United  Staias^ 

I  believe,  sir— though  I  have  not  the  documents 
before  me,  but  from  a  general  recollection— that  the 
amount  of  manufactures  of  this  country,  which 
are  embraced  in  the  operation  of  the  protecting 
laws,  wa<t.  in  1841,  about  ninetimes  as  large  as  the 
amount  01  foreign  importations  ofthe  same  descrip- 
tion; that  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  of  such  im- 
portations was  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  amount  of  domestic  manufactures  of  a  similar 
kind  three  hundred  and  sixty  millions.  Now,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  dwell  a  moment  on  these  facts, 
and  consider  what  is  the  amount  of  the  tax  im- 
posed on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  estima- 
ted from  these  statistics?  An  average  duty  of  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  on  forty  millions  of^foreigtt  imports, 
would  impose  a  burden  of  ^14,000,000,  though  the 
revenue  should  be  less,  by  means  of  iu  prohibi- 
tory operation.  The  price  of  tbte  imports 
must  rise  35  per  centum,  or  the  trade  will  cease. 
This  duty  upon  foreign  imports  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  consunwrs,  and  would  be 
cheerfully  borne  if  it  ended  here.  But  thos  is  by 
far  the  smallest  part  of  the  burden  it  imposes: 
for  the  law  cannot  raise  the  price  of  imported 
manufactures,  without  raising  in  the  same  degree 
the  price  of  similar  domestic  manufactures.  .  This 
is  a  self-evident  proposition— ^as  much  ^o  as  any  in 
mathematics.  No  ingenuity  can  evade  it.  mw, 
sir,  my  mind  shrinks  back  rromthe  contemplatica 
of  such  enormous  burdens!  Three  hundred  and  sixty 
millionsof  domestic  manufactures  inxHreclly  taxed  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  per  centum,  as  a  bounty  to  incor- 
porated wealth !  Sir,  will  gentlemen  deny  that  this 
tax  is  real?  Will  they  come  forward  now,  and 
contend  that  they  can  manufactore  cheaper  than 
we  can  import  in  the  ytrj  face  of  the  law  passed 
by  themselves?  Not  satisfied  with  the  dn^  im- 
posed by  the  fair  operation  of  the  compromise  act, 
and  in  palpable  violation  of  its  soleipa  pledges, 
they  have  made  the  duty  on  many  artieiee  pro- 
hibitory; thus  clearly  admitting  that  tber  tannot 
compete  with  the  importers,  even  witk  the  protec- 
tion afforded  by  a  revenue  duty. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  enormous  burdens  imposed  on 
the  people  of  the  Unit^  States  \  fifake  any  allow- 
ance you  please— reduce  the  rates  I  have  stated, 
even  to  the  revenue  standard  of  90 per  cent; and  yet 
the  burden  exceeds  an3rthing  which  famnan  patience 
would  endure,  if  the  people  were  actuaiiy  sensi- 
ble of  the  true  extent  of  inose  burdens.  But,  sir, 
it  is  the  result  of  an  indirect  system  of  taxation, 
which  imposes  these  burdens  upon  the  peopfes 
under  sucn  disguises  that  th^  kpow  not  wbat 
they  suffer.  They  are  sinking  under  the  weight  of 
their  biKdens;  and  yet,  like  a  man  who  nUs  m 
victim  to  the  influence  of  a  corrupt  atmosphere, 
they  are  totally  unconscious  of  the  real  causes  01 
their  distress. 

So  much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  operation  of 
the  tariff,  and  the  claims  of  the  manufacturers 
to  special  protection.  In  regard  to  the  inflaence  of 
the  system  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  distinctly  making  an  issue 
whether  you  will  sustain  a  few  wealthy  capitalist 
at  the  expense  of  the  country  at  hirare. 

But  there  is  one  portion  of  the  Union  which  has 
an  especial  claim  to  our  consideration.  I  allude 
to  the  States  which  produce  the  great  staples  of  ejl- 
portation.  Upon  tnese  States,  this  tariff  cfotnum 
with  a  crushing  weight  of  oppression.  And  no 
man,  who  nourishes  in  his  bosom  a  proper  sense  of 
justice,  can  fail  to  give  an  attentive  consideration 
to  the  gross  and  monstrous  inequality  of  their  bur^ 
dens.  Independently  of  the  tax  they  pay  as  con- 
sumers, they  are  expo^  to  a  burden  ineompaM- 
bly  greater  from  the  prohibitory  effect  of  the  tartf 
upon  that  branch  or  coounerce  which  rcgnkles 
the  value  of  their  staples.  In  fact,  sir,  the^  pr(H 
taibitions  have  reduced  the  planting  States  to  a  tsofr- 
dition  of  strict  colonial  dependence  on  the.  man- 
ufacturing States.  They  are  excluded  frona  the 
best  marttets,  and  confined  to  the  wonct,  both  fiar 
selling  their  staples  and  puicbasinr  merchandise 
in  exehange.  While  they  were  ctependent  upon 
Great  Britain,  their  colonial  vaasamg^  was  not, 
in  point  ^  fact,  half  so  oppressive  as  that  mdir 
which  they  at  this  moment  tabor.  What  are;  theft* 
real  interests,  and  the  sources  of  their  prosperib^ 
What  the  prOducticms  of  their  industry?  1  Thl$r 
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of  hit  ptoyidenee  in  giving  them  a  genial  sun 
and  prodactire  8(»i.  Providence  has  done  much 
for  Oft  bat  what  has  the  Government  done'{ 

Bmre  I  proceed,  allow  me  to  remark,  that  the 
first  object  which  gave  cause  to  the  formation  of 
the  Federal  Gtovernment  was  the  protection  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  first  convention  called 
lo  meet  at  Annapolis,  was  for  that  especial  and 
avowed  purpose.  Such  was  the  main  purpose  of 
the  Government  formed  by  our  forefathers.  The 
power  of  "regulating  foreign  commerce"  was  ob- 
viously conferred  solely  for  its  protection.  And 
what,  I  pray,  has  Congress  been  doing,  since  1^4. 
under  its  constitutional  obligation  to  protect  and 
preserve  the  most  beneficial  and  enriching  com- 
merce ever  enjoyed  by  any  peoplel  It  has,  delib* 
erately,  avowedly,  and  pcrseveringiy.  levelled  the 
power  which  imposed  on  it  the  sacred  duty  of  pro- 
tecting this  great  branch  of  national  industry,  at 
its  very  existence,  in  order  to  foster  a  less  bene- 
ficial one,  over  which  it  has  no  constitutional  power 
whatever. 

Sir,  all  the  pirates  that  ever  infested  the  ocean— 
aU  the  stormy  elements  that  ever  agitated  the  sur- 
Ikce  of  the  Atlantic— all  the  disasters  occasioned 
tqr  human  villany  and  the  other  perils  of  the  deep 
combined— cannot  produce  half  the  injury  to  the 
exporting  States  to  which  I  have  alluded;  that  Con- 
gress is  now  producing,  deliberately  and  intention- 
ally, by  its  unjust  and  destructive  legislation.  And 
let  me  add,  that  you  violate  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred of  all  the  rights  of  property  by  this  iniaui- 
tous  sjTstem  of  legislation.  It  is  in  vain  that  I  nat- 
ter myself  that  I  own  property,  while  any  roan,  or 
aoy  combination  of  men,  by  unconstitutional  and 
irresponsible  legislation,  claim  the  right,  and  ex- 
ercise the  power,  of  taxing  it  at  pleasure,  to  pro- 
vide bounties  for  themselve,*?. ,  What,  sir,  is  in- 
Totved  esseutially  in  the  first  elementary  notion  of 
the  rifht  of  propertyl  Have  I  property  in  my  cot- 
ton—m  that  which  I  have  lawfully  and  honestly 
produced  by  my  capital  and  laborl  Is  it  really  and 
ezclosively  my  ownl  If  so,  it  follows,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,,  that  I  may  rightfully  dispose  of 
it.  whenever  and  wherever  I  please — provided  I  vi- 
olate the  rights  of  no  other  man,  by  fraud  or  vio- 
lence. It  18  one  of  the  natural  and  inalienable 
rights  of  man — a  right  which  no  Government  on 
earth  can  constitutionally  violate. 

It  is  no  exaggeration,  therefore,  to  sav  this  is  a 
system  which  reduces  the  exporting  States  to  a 
condition  of  colonial  bondaj^e,  as  it  makes  their 
teterests  aabservieot  and  tributary  to  the  interests 
c/i  distant  States,  by  pecuniary  penalties  restricting 
their  natural  rights,  and  constraining  them  to  go 
to  a  market,  every  way  unfavorable  to  theii  inter- 
ests. 

Sir,  I  have  turned  over  in  my  mind  the  various 

Srstems  of  policy  of  the  difierent  Governments  of 
urope,  and,  as  God  is  my  judge,  1  do  not  think 
jny  mind  was  ever  brought  to  contemplate  any- 
thing in  the  form  of  human  legislation  more  un- 
just than  the  system  I  have  attempted  to  delineate 
in  its  most  striking  features. 

To  render  still  more  plain  the  injustice  and  in- 
equality of  this  system,  and  to  show  that  this  is 
really  a  competition  between  different  branches  of 
domestic  industry,  I  will  now  present  a  practical 
illustration,  which  will  address  itself  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  every  just  and  unprejudiced  mind.  I, 
air,  as  a  cotton-planter,  have  been  in  the  habit, 
for  several  years,  of  exporting  my  crop  to  Europe. 
I  have  not,  to  be  sure,  exchanged  the  whole  for 
merchandise;  but  I  had  a  right  to  do  h).  Now,  let 
us  suppose  that  I  had  done  so,  to  supply  the  com- 
mimity  around  me  with  the  manu&ctures  they 
might  require.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  man- 
ufkctures  thus  imported  would  be  as  rightfully  and 
truly  the  productions  of  my  industry  as  the  cotton 
I  exchanged  for  them.  Yet,  sir,  when  I  bring  that 
merchandise  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  I  meet  there 
a  manufacturer  who  has  goods  of  the  very  same 
description,  fabricated  in  a  distant  State.  He  comes 
to  the  custom-house,  and,  clothed  with  the  exclusive 
privileges  of  your  tariff  laws,  introduces  his  manu- 
factures into  my  own  State,  without  duty;  while  I 
cannot  introduce  the  same  description  of  manufieic- 
tiires,  the  exclusive  production  of  my  own  indus- 
try, without  payiuj^  a  high  discriminating  duty,  to 
provide  a  bounty  for  a  d^nt  rival,  and  diminish 
the  value  of  my  manufactures,  as  compared  with 
Us,  pieciselv  to  the  amount  of  the  duty.  For  it  is 
an  undeniable  proposition,  that,  afler  paying  say 
a6  per  cent,  as  a  protective  duty,  I  could  not  ob' 


Northern  manufacturer  could  obtain  for  his,  pay- 
ing no  duly  at  all.  If  human  injustice  can  go 
further  than  this,  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how.  But  I  shall  not  go  at  large  into  this 
subject;  but  will  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  one  or  two  items  in  the  present  tariff, 
which  I  regard  as  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the 
genius  of  this  system. 

In  the  first  place,  I  shall  call  ^our  attention  to  the 
duty  on  iron— n  duty  which  1  believe  has  mainly  con- 
tributed to  draw  the  honest  farmers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  of  some  other  States,  into  the  support  of 
the  protective  system;  though  that  system  imposes  a 
very  high  duty — more,  I  believe,  than  100  per  cent, 
on  rolled  iron— operating  as  a  tax  upon  all  the 
farmers  and  agriculturists  of  the  United  States,  to 
promote  the  interest  of  a  few  wealthy  iron-masters, 
r^w,  sir,  this  is  a  material  of  umversal  use,  out 
of  which  the  implements  of  the  agriculturist  and 
the  tools  of  the  mechanic  are  made,  while  the 
shipping  interest  consumes  itto  a  very  large  amount. 
Now,  a  system  of  free  trade  on  our  part — recipro- 
cated'as  it  would  be  by  foreign  countries — would 
give  the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  a  market  for 
their  products,  of  much  more  value  to  the  State 
than  any  benefit  the  iron-masters  can  derive  from 
the  high  duties  imposed  upon  iron. 

I  must  here  beg  the  attention  of  Senators,  partic- 
ularly those  from  Kentucky — to  another  item  in 
the  tariff  of  the  last  session — the  duty  upon  cotton- 
bagging,  raised  to  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  accord- 
ing to  the  cost  of  the  article,  and  which  should  cer- 
tainly have  gone  down  to  20  per  cent,  under  the 
pledges  of  the  compromise  act.  But.  at  the  very 
moment  of  violating  these  pledges,  by  tne  act  of  the 
last  session,  which  struck  a  fatal  blow  at  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  cotton  States — as  if  to  add  a  sting 
to  injustice  and  violated  faith,  this  duty  was  en- 
hanced beyond  the  rate  imposed  by  the  tariff  of 
18^.  Now,  sir,  this  duty  is  distinguished  from 
others,  as  dbjust  as  they  are,  in  this:  that  the  whole 
of  its  burden  is  imposed  on  the  cotton-planters,  and 
its  whole  benefits  upon  some  twenty-one  manufac- 
turers of  cotton-bagging.  No  other  class  in  the 
country  has  any  interest  io  it,  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  is,  then,  a  duty  which  simply  takes  money  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  planters,  to  put  in  the  pockets 
of  a  few  manufacturers  of  cotton-bagging.  Now, 
sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  duty  on  the  bagging 
I  annually  use  to  bale  my  crop  exceeds  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  I  pay  to  mjr  State,  you  may  form  some 
estimate  of  its  gross  injustice— inflicted,  I  suppose, 
by  the  paternal  authority  of  a  protecting  Govern- 
ment, to  punish  the  planting  States  for  opposing  the 
protective  system. 

But  I  can  assure  the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  that, 
In  supporting  this,  and  all  other  items  of  protection 
in  the  tariff,  they  are  pursuing  a  suicidal  policy  as 
regaidsthe  great  interests  of  their  State.  For,leime 
tell  them  that,  under  the  combined  influence  of  in- 
terest and  indignation,  the  people  of  the  cotton 
States  are  not  only  making  their  own  bagging  out 
of  cotton,  but  raising  their  own  supplies  of  live 
stock.  And  1  can,  moreover,  assure  them,  that 
where  they  can  add  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  de- 
mand for  tneir  begging,  by  this  policy,  they  will  di- 
minish the  denaand  for  their  live  stock  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand.  Sir,  I  confidently  believe 
that  Kentucky  and  all  the  Northwestern  States  are 
as  deeply  interested  in  free  trade,  and  the  conse- 
quent  prosperity  of  the  exporting  States,  as  those 
States  themselves.  There  is  the  great  market  for 
their  live  stock.  And,  although  the  manufhcturing 
States  furnish  them  with  scarcely  any  market  at  all, 
they  are  destroying  the  prosperity  of^ their  best  cus- 
tomers, and  the  price  of  their  owq  staphe  of  trade, 
to  give  bounties  to  the  Eastern  manufacturers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  great  body  both  of  their  own  pro- 
ducers and  consumers.  And  I  will  here  state,  in 
confirmation  of  these  views,  that  the  price  of  Ken- 
tucky pork  in  South  Carolina,  in  the  last  year, 
sunk  down  from  four  to  two  dollars  a  hundred — a 
depression  wholly  without  example. 

A  few  words,  Mr.  President,  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  a  prohibitive  tariff,  whether  partial  or  ab- 
solute, operates  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  staples  of 
exportation — an  operation  now  in  active  progress. 
Your  tariff,  to  the  amount  of  its  prohibitions,  creates 
a  necessity  of  importing  specie  to  pay  for  the  staples 
we  expon.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the 
present  tariff  excludes  twenty-five  millions  of  for- 
eign manufactures,  annually,  that  would  be  im- 
ported under  a  revenue  duty  of  90  per  cent.  This 
gives  rise  to  the  importation  of  specie  to  a  large 
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minishes,  in  thatpropottioB,  the  valae  of  the  vM 
mass;  and,  if  we  assume  that  in  two  orthrceyeaa 
the  imports  beyond  the  exports  wonld  amooit  te 
thirty-five  millions,  our  currency  being  senai^ 
milbons,  the  value  of  money  for  all  domestic  ptr- 
poses  would  be  depreciated  in  proportion,  and  er- 
ery  domestic  article  increased  m  its  mon^  price 
But  the  very  operation  which  would  depreeiate  tk 
value  of  specie,  and  increase  money  prices  hoe, 
by  draining  the  specie  from  the  nations  of  Eanpt 
who  ccmsume  our  cotton,  would  appreciate  tk 
value  of  specie,  and  depress  money  prices  there. 
Such  was  the  experience  of  Great  Britain  in  1810, 
from  having  to  export  specie  to  the  continent  for 
grain.  Now,  as  the  pnce  of  the  staples  of  expor- 
tation is  fixed  by  the  mpney  price  abroad— pnnd- 
Sally  in  England— it  is  clear  that  a  prohibitive  tsni 
epresses  the  price  of  our  staples  at  hoaie  nd 
abroad^  while  it  increases  that  of  every  specia  <£ 
protected  articles. 

having  thus  examined  the  operation  of  thepreaai 
tariff  as  a  general  burden  upon  the  great  coDsamiii 
interest,  and  a  special  one  upon  the  expoftiof  Ib- 
terest,  I  will  say  a  few  words  on  its  operation  oa  the 
revenue.  I  have  shown  that  the  gross  income  btm 
imports  in  New  York  has  been  reduced  from 
$1,363,000  in  January,  to  a2&5,000'  in  Deeember. 
If  this  latter  month  be  assumed  as  a  criterion  tor 
the  present  year,  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
will  yield  only  about  $3,000,000;  and  all  of  them  to- 
gether, probably,  not  more  than  six  or  seven  mil- 
lions, if  this  falling  off  in  the  customs  shooM 
continue,  the  Government  will  have  to  liveprisd- 
pally  on  loans,  or  by  direct  taxes,  or  come  to  asted 
As  I  am  sure  the  country  is  prepared  to  saactioQ' 
neither  of  these,  the  only  remaining  course  is  to 
reduce  the  tariff  so  as  to  render  it  a  inere  rereue 
measure:  and  I  confidently  believe  this  wonld  ii- 
crease  tne  revenue  five  millions  of  dollars.  La 
the  average  duties  be  twenty  per  cent.— aoae  ris- 
ing above  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  I  will  haxud 
my  reputation  on  the  result.  The  experieoced 
statesmen  of  England  concur  in  the  opmioD  the, 
even  there,  with  a  limited  coast  covered  with  reT^ 
nue-cutters,  that  rate  of  duty  gives  indemnity  to  tk 
smuggler  for  all  his  hazards.  How  much  more 
truly  must  this  be  the  case  here,  with  our  immeose 
maritime  and  inland  frontier,  the  latter  of  vhieb 
offers  such  temptations  and  facilities  for  smagglinf 
from  the  British  provinces^ 

Then,  sir,  if  we  look  to  the  people  at  large-tbe 
wealth  of  the  country,  the  credit  and  honor  of  tie 
Government — every  consideration  requires  as  to 
fulfil  the  terms  of  the  second  resolution,  in  so  mod' 
ifying  the  tariff  as  to  reduce  it  to  a  &ir  co&fiiRt- 
tional  measure. 

I  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Saate  so 
long  upon  these  topics,  that  I  shall  mal(e  bat  a  lev 
very  brief  remarks  upon  the  third  resolutioo.  Ho 
reform  can  be  radical  which  does  not  redace  tfae 
expenditures  of  the  Grovernment.  These  ezpeDdi- 
tures  have  enormously  increased  since  I  first  enter- 
ed Congress;  and  it  is  almost  astounding  to  look  a 
the  progress  of  this  increase  in  the  last  tweotj 
years.  I  will  first  remark,  that  the  correiii  ex- 
penses of  this  Grovernment  ance  the  year  18S- 
viz:  the  expenses  of  the  army,  the  navy,  and  all  tbe 
branches  of  the  Government — have  incraased  100 
per  cent.  But,  to  give  the  Senate  some  idea  oftUs 
tendency  to  increase— surpassinjg  that  eveaof  tiie 
currency — I  will  call  its  attention  tosomeoftheeGB- 
tingent  branches  of  expenditures:  they  will  «rre 
to  illustrate  the  effects  of  our  system  of  duties,  laoii 
than  any  reajjoning.  In  1823,  tbe  expenses  of  col- 
lecting the  cu5toms  were  $756,000  with  a  reveoM 
of  019,000,000.  In  the  year  1840,  t^  expessaof 
collecting  the  public  revalue  were  $1,512,066, 
more  than  double  the  amotmt,  with  a  revenae  of  bat 
i  16,000,000.  The  contingent  expenses  of  CoDgres 
for  the  year  1823  were  t50,000.  The  coadagea 
expenvses  of  the  same  body  for  the  year  IBM)  vet 
9276,000 — an  enormous  increase!  This  serresto 
illustrate  the  genius  of  the  times.  We  are  goni « 
in  a  course  of  extravagance,  the  natural  resolt  of 
which  must  inevitably  be  the  utter  destractioo  of 
the  Government,  sinking  under  itsowncorrDp> 
tiona. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  very  great  doubt  (aad  ft 
has  been  a  subject  of  consideration  with  oie  ix 
many  years)  whether  a  free  representative  Gor- 
emment  can  permanently  exist  under  any  sjskb 
of  indirect  taxation.  But  I  have  no  hesitatioD  ii 
expressing  the  opinion,  that  a  federal  repofaiiclilv 
ours,  embracing-manifoldpursQiisandeonibctiif 
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I  ajTStein  of  impost  duUes  combining  revenne  and 
protection.  Such,  onfortunatel^,  is  our  system: 
nd  I  now  propose  to  show  that  it  renders  Congress 
practically  an  irresponsible  and  despotic  power,  in 
xercising  the  greatest  and  most  vital  of  all  the 
imctions  of  Government—- that  of  imposing  the 
'ordens  of  taxation  on  the  people.  To  be  satis- 
ied,  we  need  only  to  look  around  us.  Never,  since 
entered  Congress — more  than  twenty  years  ago — 
lave  I  known  a  time  when  a  fixed  majority,  which 
ontrolled  our  legislation  on  the  subject  of  taxation, 
rerenot  in  favor  ol  high  duties,  and  heavy  taxation, 
n  this  they  were  sustained,  and  many  of  them 
irgedon,  by  the  clamors  of  their  constituents. 

Now  the  apparent  anomaly  is  easily  compre- 
lended  by  those  who  have  studied  the  philosophy 
jud  marked  the  working  of.lhe  protective  system, 
t  confers  bounties,  instead  of  imposing  burdens,  np« 
»n  the  constituents  of  those  who  constitute  a  legfsla- 
ivc  majority  on  all  measures  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ccC  This  majority  which  impose  taxes,  so  far 
Tom  contriboting  to  pay  them,  actually  receive  the 
argest  portion  of  them  in  the  shape  of  bounties, 
rhev  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  tjje  taxes— re- 
jeiving  nine  xlollars  where  they  pay  one,  or  the 
jk>vemment  receives  one.  Thus,  the  entire  bal- 
mcc  of  the  Gk>vemment  is  destroyed.  The  ma- 
ority  here  impow  burdens  upon  those  to  whom 
;hey  are  not  responsible.  If  we  had  an  equal  system 
)f  taxation,  every  member  would  feel  his  responsi- 
Dility  to  his  own  constituents,  and,  through  them, 
lo  the  whole  country;  as  it  is,  he  is  not  responsible 
to  his  constituents  for  imposing  taxes,  but  for  not 
imposing  them.  His  greatest  political  offence  would 
bf,  to  reduce  taxation.  Now,  I  ask  you,  what  hope 
isthere  that  economy  and  retrenchment  will  ever 
supersede  waste  and  extravagance  while  we  adhere 
to  the  protecting  system*?  We  see  members  of 
Coneress,  representing  States  proverbially  eco- 
nomical in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs, 
voting  here  for  all  sorts  of  extravagant  appropria- 
tions. Now  I  invoke  Senators  to  bring  their 
minds  to  the  solemn  consideration  of  this  subject. 
They  cannot  long  evade  it. 

The  welfare  oT  the  country,  and  the  verv  exist- 
ence of  the  Government,  are  involved  in  it.  Let 
us,  then,  retrace  our  seps,  and  bring  back  the 
Government  to  the  good  old  doctrines  of  the  prim- 
itive days  of  Jefl*erson.  Reduce  the  duties  to  a 
revenue  scale;  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Gtovem- 
mcnt  to  a  scale  of  rigid  economy;  leave  industry 
uiishackled ;  protect  every  one  from  violence  and 
injustice,  and  leave  him  to  enjoy,  undiminished, 
the  fruits  of  his  labor.  Do  all  this,  and  you  will 
restore  the  people  to  prosperity  and  contentment; 
restore  the  creait  of  the  Government,  replenish  its 
exhausted  treasury;  arrest  the  Govemment*s  sinking 
under  its  own  corruptions,  and  make  it— what  our 
ancestors  intended  it  to  be — an  example  and  a  light 
to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  TAPPAN, 

OF  OHIO, 
ill  StnaU,  January  16,  1843— On  the  joint  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  infe- 
rior courts,  as  follows : 

Ruclvdhytfu  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Unitsd  State*  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
{two'thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  therein,)  Tbti  ihc  fol- 
jowlog  articlfi  be  proposed  to  the  I^fgislaiurefl  of  the  eeTeral 
Biatee  u  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
whteti,  wtMo  raUfted  bjtbe  Legislaturea  of  tbree- fourths  of  the 
MM  Biatea,  iball  be  valid  as  a  part  oi  eaid  CoDstitution ; 
namely: 

JHie  judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold 
UiMT  offices  for  th©  term  of  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  shall 
behave  iberoseWes  well;  and  the  commissions  of  all  judges  of 
Mid  courts  who  may  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  adopuoo  of 
UHs amendment  shall  expire  as  follows— that  is  tw  gay:  those 
^rho  shall  havabeen  in  office  twenty  years,  shall  eiplre  in  one 
Jjar;  those  who  have  been  in  office  ten  years^  shall  expire  in 
three  year»;  and  the  commirsions  of  all  who  have  not  been  in 
office  ten  years,  shall  expire  in  seven  years. 

Mr.  Pbrsident:  If  any  man  supposes  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  so  perfect  that 
no  alteration  in  any  part  of  it  would  make  it  better, 
ne  is  as  far  from  truth,  in  mj  opinion,  as  he 
▼ho  seeks  to  change  it  to  suit  the  party  tactics  of 
the  day;  and  who,  finding  himself  thwarted  in 
some  lavoriie  project,  by  the  independent  exercise 
of  some  constitutional  power,  should,  for  that 
reason,  seek  to  abrogate  that  power.  The  Consti- 
tttUon  was  formed  by  as  wise  and  patriotic  a  body 
of  mtn  as  ever  assembled  together;  but  they  were 
««i,  who  were  agreeing  upon  the  mode  in  whilh 
*  »«w  and  untried    experiment  in  governmeot 


should  be  mode.  With  but  limited  experience  in 
the  working  of  a  Government  founded  on  the 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  it  is  astonishing 
that  their  work  is  as  perfect  as  it  is^  that  it  is  so  well 
adapted  "to form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessmgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity." 

But,  sir,  the  Constitution  did  not  come  from  the 
hands  of  its  founders  perfect  in  all  its  parts.  The 
Slate'  conventions,  in  adopting  it,  recommended 
many  alterations  and  amendments,  which  have 
been  agreed  to;  and  other  amendments  have  from 
time  to  time  been  made;  so  that  it  is,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, changed  from  its  original  form.  It  should 
be  further  amended,  from  time  to  time,  as  ex- 
perience may  point  out  its  defects^  and  so  as  to 
adapt  it  more  and  more  to  the  objeets  which  the 
States  of  this  Union  had  in  view  in  establishing 
itj^and  especially  should  it  be  amended,  whenever 
it  is  found  to  contravene  those  principles  upon 
whfch  our  Governments  are  founded.  I  think  that 
the  Constitution,  in  establishing  the  judicial  depart- 
ment of  our  Government,  does  contravene  tnose 
fundamental  principles.  I  am  satisfied  that  ex- 
perience has  proved  its  defects,  and  that  public  opin- 
ion calls  loudly  for  its  amendment.  I  thererore 
perform  an  obvious  duty  in  proposing  this  resoin- 
tion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  substan- 
tially and  practically  makes  the  judges  of  the  United 
States  courts  officers  for  life.  In  form  thev  are  to  holH 
their  offices  "during  good  behavior;'*  they  may 
"be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and 
conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanor:^;"  but  no  judge  "shall  be  con- 
Ticted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-third^  of  the 
members  [of  the  Senate]  present"  fat  his  trial.] 
The  power  of  impeachment  has  been  tried,  until  it 
is  well  settled  that  no  judge  can  be  removed  from 
office  in  that  way.  This  Senate  is  a  political  as 
well  as  a  judicial  body.  Our  judges  are  most  of 
them  zealous,  if  not  active  politicians;  and  when 
impeached,  find,  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  Sen- 
ate, political  friends  willing  to  screen  them  from 
punishment.  A  judge  may  become  insane  the  day 
afler  his  nomination  is  confirmed;  and  yet  he  re- 
mains a  judge  for  life:  no  power  but  death  can 
constitutionally  remove  him  from  office.  So,  if  he 
becomes  an  habitual  drunkard,  drunkenness  is  not 
technically  a  crime,  or  misdemeanor.  So  it  is  of 
many  things  which  disqualify  a  man  from  being  a 
judge,  and  which  (if  the  office  were  elective^  would 
induce  the  people  to  leave  him  out  as  totally  unfit. 
They  are  not  impeachable  offences,  and  therefore 
not  sufficient  to  remove  him  from  office. 

To  discharge  the  duties  ot  a  judge,  it  is  requisite 
that  the  individual  should  have  "a  sound  mjnd  in 
a  sound  body."  The  duty  of  a  judge  cannot  he 
well  performed  without  great  labor.  There  is  no 
occupation  of  the  mind  which  requires  more  study. 
In  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life,  this  labor  may  be 
perfbrmed,  and  its  performance  may  bt  a  pleasure; 
out  your  judges  grow  old,  and  infirtp;  neither  fit  for. 
nor  capable  of,  the  bodily  or  mental  labor  exacted 
by  their  station.  In  consideration  of  this,  some  States 
have  introduced  a  limitation  of  aee,  and  do  not  al- 
low a  judge  to  remain  on  the  bench  after  he  has  ar- 
rived at  tne  prescribed  lime  of  life.  We  have  no 
way  to  get  rid  of  such  a  judge,  but  by  impeachment. 

Manv  cases  have  occurred  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Feaeral  Constitution,  of  judges  having  become 
unfit  to  discharge  their  duties.  Two  in  our  history 
place  the  operation  of  the  constitutional  provision 
as  to  tenure  of  office,  in  such  a  strong  and  absurd 
point  of  view,  as  to  justify  ihetr  special  noti(/e.  The 
first  is  the  case  of  Judge  Pickering,  formerly  of 
the  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire.  He  had  become  insane  by  sickness,  or 
•  intemperance,  (it  does.not  appear  clearly  which,) 
and  was  wholly  incapable  of  performing  his  duty. 
The  people  of  New  Hampshire  wished  to  get  rid  of 
the  judge,  and  there  was  no  way  in  which  this 
could  be  done,  but  by  impeachment.  He  could 
not  regularly  be  impeached,  unless  he  had  commit- 
ted "treason,  bribery,  or  some  other  high  crime  or 
misdemeanor;"  all  he  had  done,  was,  to  go  on  the 
bench  in  court  time,  either  insane  or  drunk,  swear 
some  profane  oaths,  and  decide  a  cause  differently 
from  what,  by  law,  it  ought  to  be  decided:  all  this  was 
had  enough;  but  it  would  not  have  happened,  if  the 
^xsoxkfi  attending  the  court  had  conducted  with 
^opriety,  and  had  lefl  the  judge  to  hold  his  court 


such  outrageous  conduct.  But  in  all  this,  the Jodge 
had  comqiitted  no  impeachable  offence.  Ther« 
was  no  treason  or  bribery  to  charge  him  with;  and 
to  determine  what  were  crimes  or  misdemeanors, ' 
it  was  necessary  to  examine  the  statute  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  no  other  place  could  a  de- 
scription of  them  be  found;  but  no  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  made  it  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  in  a 
judge  to  make  an  erroneous  adjudication.  Nor 
did  the  law  declare  it  a  crime  to  be  insane,  or  drunk, 
or  to  use  profane  language.  The  United  States 
have  no  common-law  offences,  and  these  were  not 
declared  such  by  statute.  This  was  a  sad  dilemma 
for  a  great  nation  to  be  in;  but  the  necessity  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  judge  was  imperative,  and,  instead  of 
taking  the  straightforward  course,  and  recommend- 
ing an  alteration  of  this  absurd  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  they  had  found  so  mischiev- 
ous in  practice,  the  House  oX  Representatives 
exhibited  four  articles  of  impeachment  agaiust  the 
judge:  the  three  first  were  for  his  decistons  in  a 
cause  on  trial  before  him,  which  were  undoubtedly 
erroneous,  but  not  criminal;  the  fourth  was  for  ap- 
pearing on  the  bench  of  his  court  drunk,  and  using 
Erofane  language;  which  was  indeed  highly  repre- 
ensible,  but  it  was  not  contrary  to  law.  And  there 
is  much  reason  to  doubt  whether  insanity  was  not 
construed  drunkenness,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case— it  being  more  plausible  ground  for  impeach- 
ment; fi:)r  it  seems,  by  the  proceedings,  that  it  was 
suggested  to  the  court  by  a  son  of  the  judge,  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  conduct  charged  against  him,  he 
was  insane,  and  remained  so  at  the  time  of  trial; 
which  suggestion  was  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  two  members  of  the  court,  and  by  the  affidavits 
of  several  persons  whose  integrity  and  veracity 
were  unimpeached.  After  having  this  matter  before 
them  a  year,  the  Senate  at  last  tried  the  jtklge  in 
his  absence,  found  him  guilty  on  all  the  charges, 
and  removed  him  from  office. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  Judge  Duvall,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  sat  on  the  bench  of  that  court 
more  than  ten  years  after  he  had  become  so  deaf 
that  he  could  not  hear  a  word  that  was  spoken  in 
court.  If  the  whole  court  had  been  as  deaf  v^ 
Judge  Duvall,  they  must  have  sat  there  until  death 
removed  them;  for,  after  the  farce  of  removing 
Judge  Pickering,  it  was  not  possible  to  get  up  and 
carry  through  such  another  perversion  of  law  and 
justice.  Now,  if  a  judge  become  insane,  a  drunk- 
ard, deaf,  superannuated,  or  in  any  way  incapable 
of  performing  his  duty,  he  must  remain  an  incum- 
bent of  the  office.  Let  the  necessity  of  getting  rid 
of  him  be  ever  so  urgent,  he  cannot  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  for  he  has  committed  no  crime;  and 
it  would  not  now  be  suffered  that  any  man  should 
be  impeached,  and  convicted  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  for  acts  which  no  court  of  law 
would  dare  to  pronounce  such. 

The  fundamental  principle  on  which  society 
and  goyernment  repose  in  these  States,  is  the  per- 
fect liberty  and  equality  of  our  citizens.  We  adopt 
in  theory,  and  without  any  limitation,  the  doctrine 
that  the  sovereign  power  exists  at  all  times  in  the 
whole  body  of  the  people;  and  that  so  much  of  that 
power  as  the  public  peace  and  safety  require  ^o  be 
exercised,  can  only  act  legitimately  when  it  acts 
according  to  their  will,  as  their  instrument  or  ser- 
vant. The  State  Gh>vemments  and  the  General 
Government  are  differently  organized,  and  have 
different  duties  to  perform;  out  the  same  principles 
are  the  foundation  of  all  of  them  in  theory:  in 
practice,  there  have  been  dejiartures  from  them — 
one  of  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  amendment  to 
correct.  I  believe,  sir,  that,  for  the  number  of  our 
people,  we  are  the  strongest  Grovernment  on  earth. 
We  owe  this  strength  to  our  institutions— to  the 
extent  to  which,  in  practice,  wc  carry  out  our  theo- 
ries of  eovemment.  And  does  nott  nis  provei  nat  i 
will  add  to  our  security  and  strength  to  conform 
the  practice  of  our  State  and  National  Gtovem- 
ments  entirely  to  the  principles  we  professl  For 
myself,  I  declare  freely,  that  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  add  greatly  to  our  security  in  "the  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness," 
and  strengthen  out  Government  much  more,  to 
have  the  exercij«e  of  all  power  more  immediately 
by  the  people,  in  the  election  of  all  officers  (judi- 
cial, as  well  as  executive  and  legislative)  for  short 
periods  of  time,  and  by  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

Government,  with  us,  is  a  practical  science;  so 
that  there  is  little  or  no  danger  that  theories  will 
stand  their  ground  long,  unless  they  aire  tested  and 

nrwK'--v. —  J  -c I  approved  by  experience.    If  our  Qovemraent,  in* 
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chidirt<i&  S&  sibkll  territory,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
could' m^  with  conyenienee  in  one  assembly ,  to 
consult  and  arree  on  the  manner  in  which  their 
affiurs  should  be  conducied,  no  delegation  of  legis- 
lative power  wonM  be  necessary;  bat,  even  then, 
the  executive  and  judicial  powers  of  such  a  com- 
munity could  not,  with  as  mach  convenience,  be 
exercii^d  bv  the  whole  body  of  the  people;  and, 
therefore,  the  plan  of  delegating  such  piowers  to  in- 
dividnals,  selected  for  their  fitness  to  discharge  such 
duties,  woald  be  adopted.  Such  has  been  the 
course  of  action  of  democratic  commnfiities  in  all 
ages.  Power  has  been  delegated  from  neces- 
sity, and  always  for  short  periods.  Of  the  ex- 
ecutive power  of  states,  it  is  true  that  it  has 
much  dflener  been  held  by  usurpation,  and  force, 
or  hereditary  descent,  than  by  delegation,  in  all 
Governments  but  our  own.  Bot  the  judicial  power 
has,  in  all  states,  free  or  otherwise,  been  delegated 
by'  the  sovereign  for  limited  periods— generally 
not  exceeding  a  year.  I  need  not  cite  instances  of 
SQCb  limited  delegation  of  judicial  power;  history 
gives  an  account  of  no  other.  No  nation  or  gov- 
ernment ever  made  their  judges  entirely  inde> 
pendent  of  themselves,  until  these  States  established 
their  judicial  tribunals. 

We  borrow,  Mr.  President,  many  of  our  fash- 
ions from  England^  but  in  giving  our  iudees  office 
during  good  behavior,  removable  only  by  impeach- 
ments, for  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors,  we 
have  committed  a  folly  beyond  what  England  or 
any  other  nation  has  given  an  example  of.  In 
England,  at  least  from  the  time  of  the  conquest, 
judges  were  appointed  by  the  King,  and  held  their 
offices  during  his  pleasure.  Their  courts  were 
V  oAfeU  made  the  instruments  of  gross  and  outrage- 
ous tyranny — ^particularly  under  the  Tudors;  they 
became  much  more  ^o  under  the  Stuarts.  This 
race  of  imbecility  and  vice  (from  the  tyrannjr  of 
whom  our  forefathers  fled  to  America)  exercised 
such  a  constant  controlling  power  over  their 
judges,  and  so  openly  dictated  to  them  the  judg- 
ments they  rendered  in  prosecmionsfor  political  of- 
fences, that  the  impression  became  strong  in  the 
colonies  in  favor  of  a  judiciary  which  should  be 
independent  of  the  appointing  pow^.  The  same 
feeling  had  been  created  in  England;  so  that  at  the 
revoltition  of  1688  the  judges  of  England  were 
made  independent  of  the  crown, by  the  enactment  that 
they  should  hold  their  offices  "so  long  as  they  should 
behave  themselves  well,"  but  to  be  at  all  times  re- 
movable by  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament;  so 
that  every  judge  in  that  Government,  since  the 
revolution  under  William  and  Mary,  has  been  de- 
pendent upon,  and  held  his  office  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of,  the  sovereign  power  in  the  state;  for 
the  Parliament  in  that  Government  is  not  only 
held  to  be  omnipotent,  but  is,  practically,  the  sover- 
f  igB  power. 

In  forming  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  tenure 
of  judicial  office  seems  to  have  been  sealed  with- 
out debate,  and  without  much  consideration;  and 
we  are  left  to  conjecture  why  the  great  men  who 
composed  the  convention  went  so  much  beyond  ev- 
ery other  Government  in  creating  a  judiciary. 
Air.  Hamilton,  in  discussing  this  subject  in  the 
Federalist,  states  the  desire  the  convention  had  to 
establish  independent  courts;  but  he  gives  no  rea- 
son why  the  convention  deemed  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish a  judiciary  who  were  not  to  be  removed 
from  office  for  any  cause  of  disqualification  what- 
ever, unless  they  were  convicted  of  a  high  crime 
or  misdemeanor,  by  a  court  so  constituted  as  to 
render  a  conviction  impossible.  I  consider  this 
part  of  our  Constitution  grossly  defective.  It  is 
worse  than  defective;  it  is  a  provision  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  whole  spirit  and  intention  of  our 
Government;  a  power  in  the  state  holding  office  in- 
dependent of  the  people— existing,  as  Mr.  Burlce 
said  of  the  nobility  ofEngland,  in  contempt  of  the 
people. 

I  have  not  offi>red  this  amendment,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, from  any  view  of  its  effiscting  the  removal  ol 
incapable  incumbents  of  office.  If  I  had,  I  might 
refer  Senators  to  the  judges  in  this  District,  for 
an  illustration  of  the  monstrous  folly  of  creating 
an  independent  judiciary  upon  the  plan  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  No,  sin  it  is  not  because  A, 
B,or  C  is  weak  or  wicked,  that  I  press  this  amend- 
ment; it  is  because  its  direct  and  inevitable  ten- 
dei^cy  is  to  create  imbecility,  and  perpetuate  igno- 
raucc. 

Men  never  have  exerted  ihemselres  to  acquire 
knowledge,  or  to  be  eminently  useful  to  mankind, 
^VJthout  the  stimulus  of  ambition  or  necessity.    Let 


your  soldiers  understand  that  no  service  they  can 
perform  will  raise  them  from  the  ranks,  or  secure 
them  anything  beyond  their  monthly  pay— they  may 
stand  firm  in  baule;  they  may  peitorm  the  usual 
routine  of  their  duty;  but  this  is  all.  If  you  would 
incite  to  heroism;  yoo  must  hold  out  the  incentive  to 
heroic  action — honors,  rewards,  promotion.  How 
is  it  with  your  judgel  What  inducement  has  he  to 
acquire  knowledge,  to  make  himself  useful  to  his 
countr]r1  None  whatever.  He  has  an  office  for 
life,  with  a  competent  salary,  which  no  power  can 
diminish.  He  mav  be  as  idle  and  careless  as  he 
pleases;  he  may  sell  off  his  library,  and  ibrawear 
study;  he  may  become  imbecile  and  childiah,  or 
wicked  and  immoral;  and  he  cannot  be  removed 
from  office,  unless  he  commits  some  high  crime  or 
misdemeanor.  He  has  nothing  more  to  expeet. 
By  our  habiti^  &  ja<lgc  is  not  considered  eligible  as 
a  candidate  for  any  other  office.  Some  gentlemen 
of  the  Supreme  Conn  have,  by  themselves  or 
friends,  made,  occasionally,  feeble  attempts  to  be- 
come candidates  for  the  Presidency;  but  it  is  very 
clear  that  no  such  attempt  can  succeed.  They  ratfet 
resign,  and  come  without  the  charmed  circle  of  ju- 
dicial independence,  before  they  can  be  on  an  equal- 
ity, in  this  respect,  with  their  fellow-citizens.  He 
is  like  the  soldier,  who,  by  the  usage  of  the  service, 
can  never  become  a  captain.  He  may  perform  his 
circle  of  duty,  and  nothmg  more. 

In  an  office  which  would  seem  to  require  more 
laborious  study  to  qualify  a  man  for  the  discharge 
of  its  duties  than  any  other  in  our  Government, you 
have  made  his  continuance  in  office  to  have  no  de- 
pendence whatever  on  his  industry  or  learning.  "I 
nave  been  appointed"  (I  have  heard  a  judge  say) 
"for  the  learning  I  had,  not  for  what  I  wa6  expected 
to  acquire."  The  judge  performs  his  part  of  the 
contract  with  good  faith  if  he  does  not  become  more 
ignoranij  stupid,  and  vicious,  as  he  grows  older. 
Why  is  It  that  our  chief  executive  officers  are  elect- 
ed for  short  periods,  but  because  reason  and  ex- 
perience prove  it  necessary  to  secure  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties,  that  they  should  be 
kept  in  constant  dependence  on  the  peoplel  We 
would  not  have  presidents  or  governors  elected  for 
life,  or  even  for  a  long  term  ofyears;  because  it  has 
been  found  unsafe  and  dangerous  to  intrust  men 
with  irresponsible  power.  It  is  as  necessary  to 
have  wise  and  good  men  to  expound,  as  to  execute 
your  laws.  Like  causes  will  always  produce  like 
effijcts.  If  it  would  be  likely  to  corrupt  the  charac- 
ter, and  destroy  the  usefulness  of  a  president,  to 
give  him  office  for  life,  why  would  it  not  have  the 
same  effect  upon  a  chief  justice'l  If  providing  one 
with  an  office  for  life,  with  an  ample  salary,  which 
cannot  be  diminished  during  his  continnance  in  of- 
fice, would  reuiier  him  an  unsafe  depositary  of  pow- 
er in  a  free  Gk>vernment,  why  would  it  not  the  oth- 
erl  In  both  cases,  the  officer  would  have  nothing 
more  to  expect  from  the  people;  it  would,  therefore, 
be  altogether  indifferent  to  him  whether  they  were 
pleased  with  his  conduct  or  not.  The  danger  of 
removal  is  nothing,  and  to  be  left  out  is  impossible 
to  the  judge;  and  yet  you  expect  that  he  will  be 
faithful  to  the  Coostltution;  that  he  will  be  a  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  public  liberty,  and  feel  a  conomon 
sympathy  with  his  countrymen  in  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  free  principles  of  government. 

Mr.  President,  the  article  in  our  Constitution 
which  I  seek  to  amend  is  utterly  repugnant  to,  and 
at  variance  with,  not  only  our  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, that  the  people  are  the  sovereign  power, 
but  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  our  practice  in  every 
other  office.  All  other  officers —executive  and  legis- 
lative— in  the  Federal  and  State Gk)vemments,  are 
elected  periodically.  And  for  what  reason  are  they 
so  eleciedl  Because,  in  no  other  way  yet  discover- 
ed can  the  Commonwealth  be  sure  of  being  con- 
stantly served  by  the  most  capable  men.  All  offi- 
cers of  Government  are  servants  of  the  sovereign; 
but,  in  these  United  States,  the  freest  country  on 
earth,  we  have  invented  a  plan  by  which  the  pub- 
lic servant  is  altogether  above  his  master,  and  ac- 
countable to  no  one  for  his  condoct.  The  only  per- 
son who  is  free  from  all  responsibility,  independ- 
ent of  all  control,  is  the  judge.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  convention  which  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion to  establish  an  independent  judiciary,  say 
the  defenders  of  this  article.  "A  judiciary,  inde- 
pendent of  a  king  or  executive  alone,  is  a  good 
thing;  but  independence  of  the  will  of  the  nation 
is  a  solecism,  at  least  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment"  says  Mr.  Jefferson.  Of  what,  it  may  be 
asked,  was  it  the  intention  of  the  convention 
>  to  render  the  judges  independenti    By  adequate  sal- 


aries their  pecuniary  independence  guyitaecBrt 
but  office  for  life  does  nof  sectite  theti  UmS. 
vate  and  personal  influences.  Tbey  irilltefea 
strong  poluical  attachments  as  other  men;  ud  the? 
will  make  their  judicial  action  subsertiat  to  m, 
y  purposes,  if  so  disposed,  the  more  rei%, « 
ney  are  n  no  cftnger  of  «oss  oy  WL  oSr 
for  life  place  them  above  or  beyond  the  iniinee 
of  personal  prejudices  for  or  aeainst  those  vte 
may  be  suitors  in  this  conrti  Most  certa^y  it 
will  not;  but  it  will  leave  them  free  to  indokesaek 
prejudices  to  any  extent. 

This  clause  of  the  Constitution  was  inseitedk 
the  enemies  of  free  govemmen t— by  those  wbofi 
not  believe  in  the  people  governing  ihenii)i». 
who  wanted  to  bund  up  some  power  ii  tbe  Stti 
which  should  exist  and  act  independent  of  theviS 
of  the  people,  and  should  also  control  that  vfl. 
The  real  friends  of  freedom  in  the  convcntiafr- 
the  majority— were  deceived  by  the  Dotioaofaii 
independent  judiciary,  without  seei&g  cktr^  ^ 
what  it  was  sought  to  render  judges  indepeNBi, 
and  without  reflecting  upon  the  inevitable  cov^ 
quences  of  building  np  in  the  State  a  poweroet^ 
dependent,  but  really  hostile  to  its  foBdiantii 
principles. 

*'TtM  jodicial. power*'  (nyt  Mifo^t)  **mvf  be  feBpcmr 
vhe»  it  I*  dM-iTed  froitt  the  peojile,  bectOM,  hriififniMtg 
on  til,  it  If  depdodent  on  no  od«." 

The  two  great  parties  that  exist  in  all  &« 

governments  (which  may  justly,  and  widiOQtofoee 

to  any  one,  be  styled  the   conservative  and  ifee 

movement  parties,)  had  their  representaU ves in  ili 

convention  which  formed  the   Federal  C<astita- 

tion,  as  they  have  their  representatives  dov  in 

Congress.    It  was  this  conservative  party  whick 

wanted  an  Executive  and  Senate  for  life.aDdvhid 

obtained  a  judiciary,  that^from  its  organizailcn, 

naturally  belongs  to  them.   With  the  fact  that  Aeja- 

diciary  are  of  the  conservative  party,  Ifind  noftn!: 

if  the  majority  of  the  people  are  of  rhat  party.  Bot, 

if  the  conservative  party  in  our  Goveninieni  is 

in  a  minority,  (as  it  has  been  most  of  the  time  sioee 

the  adoption  of  the  Constitution^  then  the  amnse- 

ment  wnich  gives  to  that  nainonty  the  whole  joii' 

cial  power  of  the  nation  is  extremely  anjosi;  it  b 

what  the  majority  ought  not  for  a  day  to  sobiDit  to. 

If  the  conservative  party  persuade  a  majority  d 

the  people  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  and  adCD 

their  theories    of  government,  they  can,  on  mr 

principles,  elect  a  judiciary  to  please  them,  and! 

will  be  content;  but  I  cannot  consent  that  their  in* 

fluence  should  be  made  perpetual  ia  aoy  depan* 

ment  of  the  Government,   whatever  may  be  lS( 

fluctuation  of  parties.  We  have  seen  the  cooseqittnco 

which  have  resulted  from  a  conservativeMidaij 

opposed  to  a  maiority  of  the  nation  in  politicalDriih 

ciples.    More  than  two  generations  of  meo  han 

passed  off  the  stage  while  the  late  Mr.  MaRM 

was  chief  justice  of  the  United  States;  he  and  his 

brethren  were  Federalists  or  conservatives,  Kberal 

constructionists,  and  interpreted  the  Constitaua 

in  a  way  to  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  Federal 

power,  while  the  executive   and  legislative  di* 

cers,  and  a  great  maiority  of  the  people  of  iIm 

United  States,  were  of  the  movement  party-veia 

Democrats,  and  in  favor  of  a  strict  constmctioD  of 

the  Constitution,  and  of  preserving  to  the  Siiii 

Grovemraents  every  power  not  expressly  delegated 

to  the  General  Government    The  judiciary ^tke 

United  States,  (says  Mr.  Jefferson,) 

'is  the  subtle  corps  of  stppers  and  miaeis,  roMliiKljr  mrit- 
Ids  under  gioond  to  undermine  the  foundtiiossof  osrcer 
federated  fobric.  They  are  construing  our  Consiitatioo  tm  i 
co-ordination  of  a  gtneral  and  special  Goreramsntio  a  fnmA 
and  supreme  one  atone.  This  will  lay  all  things  ti  ibetrM 
and  they  are  too  well  versed  in  Bnalish  law  to  Ibifit  Ike  MiiB 
**  Boni  judida  ett  ampHare  Jtmadictiotum." 

After  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  jodidaiy 
of  the  United  States  ceased  to  be  the  representa- 
tive or  servant  of  the  people  in  our  coara;  but  it 
was  the  faithful  representative  of  exploded  priDci* 
pies  and  obselete  maxims  in  government.  K  per* 
petoated  the  power  of  the  Federal  or  censcrvaiiTi 
party,  and  gave  them,  though  a  small  minorfty  in 
th^  nation,  the  whole  judicial  power.  Eqmlly 
wrong  would  it  have  been  in  principle,  hid  an 
this  been  reversed— had  the  court  been  of  the  dm- 
ocratic  or  movement  party,  and  the  majority  of  il* 
pople  of  the  Federal  or  conservative;  teciiise, 
in  such  case,  as  in  the  real  one,  they  woald  Vi 
have  been  the  true  exponents  of  the  pohhc  wD 
on  the  bench  of  justice.  As  well  mightweiUWi 
<oreign(3knrernmenttoappointourjndi<liftoill5» 
a  generation  of  men  to  appoint  them,'  iroa,irttkd 
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itli^ppriaelpiis  of  government,  bave  departed  from 
^$Sig9  01  haman  action. 

Qpr  Ooo^^tmion  gives  men  a  power  ^Aer  death, 
(peralited,  to  a  certain  extent,  over  property,)  for 
lejiiQas  wboUy  inapplicable  to  a  Qovernment  8nch 
as  oors  professes  to  be.  On  this  part  of  our  system, 
I  will  ajain  eaU  your  attention  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
c{)ifiJk)ns,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Barry: 

*We  MhfAf  Me  (mt«  he)  ihe  power  ineuU  led  for  life,  respoo* 
tihbi«MJtuthorl9,<ror  impeachment  ie  noteven  aecarecrow.) 
Mhfiactoff.  with  a  ooieelMs  aod  steady  pace,  to  the  great  object 
of  cOmouaaUofi.  The  /buBdatiODs  are  already  deeply  laid,  bj 
tnir  tlecUone,  for  the  annihilation  of  coiietituiiona)  state  rights, 
aai^nmovi^  of  every  check,  every  counterpoise  to  the  in- 
fliitiftPtiNr,  of  which  themsalTea  are  to  make  a  soTcreign 
,pa|t.  If  #ver  this  rasi  country  is  brought  under  a  single  Oov- 
•TDi^ent,  &  win  be  one  of  the  most  exteosire  corruption,  inUiA 
Mrenu  and  incapable  of  a  wholesome  care  over  so  wide  asprtad 
dfirnce,  Thia  Mlt  not  be  borne;  and  rou  wilt  have  lo  cboosa 
bscweea  reformation  and  revolution,  u  I  know  the  spiritof  this 
coMBtgr,  tha.  one  or  the  other  is  inevitable.  B^fcfte  the  cancer 
WbMDme  inveterate,  before  its  venom  hds  reached  so  much 
Wth^bMy  politic  as  to  get  beyond  contiol,  remedy  should  be 
ippttMU  iAUktJtftwr^  app^intmeniB  of  judgCM  be  for  four 
ortU-^fMan,  and  renewable  t>y  the  Pre«id«nt  and  Senate.  This 
will  bnng  their  conduct,  ax  regular  periods,  under  revisiuu  and 
pft)baQoo,  and  maj  keep  them  in  equipoise  between  the  General 
aod  spscial  Oovsinments.  We  have  erred  in  this  point,  by 
Ciopyipc  BoglMd;  where,  certainly,  it  is  a  goo<i  thing  to  have 
tha  Jupgai  jodependaot  of  the  King.  IJut  we  have  omitted  to 
Co^y  their  caqtioo  also,  which  makes  ajudge  removable  on  the 
addtass  of  both  legislative  houses.  That  Uiere  should  be  pub> 
Jic  itaietiouriea  Indapendent  of  the  natton,  whatever  may  be 
their  demerit,  is  esoMstti  in  a  Rapoblic  of  thA  first  order  of 
absurdity  and  locon^stency.*' 

I  .agree  that  it  is  e^ential  to  a  correct  administra- 
tion of  Jostiee,  that  judges  should  be  independent 
men*  The  Constitation  proceeds  on  the  hypothe- 
sis, that  independence  in  men  is  a  quality  which 
can  he  createa  by  legislation.  It  assumes,  by  gi vine 
office  (or  life,  to  create  wisdom  and  virtue,  and 
give  them  certain  duration;  but  this  hypothesis  is 
proved  false  by  the  common  sense  and  experience 
of  mankind.  The  independent  man — or,  in  other 
words,  the  just  and  upright  man—Is  not  made 
so  by  operation  of  law,  but  by  careful  training  from 
infancy,  aided  by  a  happy  temperament.  A  man 
whose  habits  of  thinking  and  acting  are  loose  and 
vicious,  cannot  be  transformed  into  a  fit  man  for  a 
judge,  by  giving  him  office  for  life,  with  any  amount 
of  salary.  The  independence  the  Constitution  gives 
to  judges,  has  an  almost  irresistible  tendency  to 
make  tnem  worthless;  and,  if  such  has  not  been  the 
effect  upon  our  judges,  it  is  because  they  have  been 
men  of  uncomnion  strength  and  energy  of  charac- 
ter. I,  assert  that  the  best  possible  way  of  securing 
food  judges  is  to  have  them  elected  by  the  pec^Ie 
lor  short  periods.  If  they  are  constantly  depend- 
ent on  the  people,  they  will  endeavor  to  make  tnem- 
sehres  acceptable  to  the  people;  and  how  is  this  to 
be  done?  What  judges  are  toe  most  popular  every- 
where! Are  they  those  who  are  believed  to  take 
bribes?  are  they  those  who  are  known  to  be  under 
the  influence  oi  other  men,  whose  decisions  are  al- 
ways governed  by  personal  considerationsi  Are 
thev  not,  on  the  contrary,  those  men  whom  the^ub- 
lic  Delieve  to  be  disinterested,  free  from  prejudice, 
free  from  personal  or  party  influencel  And  if  so, 
will  not  a  dependence  on  the  people,  by  compelling 
judges  to  seek  pooularity,  compel  them  to  take  that 
course  which  wdl  secure  popularityl  I  hold  that 
judge  to  be  a  foo),  sir,  who  does  not  make  it  the 
great  object  of  all  his  labors  to  acquire  popularity; 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  his  cotemporarles, 
"that  his  name  may  be  honored  in  the  lana." 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  make  our  judges  inde- 
pendent of  the  people;  but  it  is  a  mistake  made  by 
all  the  States  who  formed  constitutions  for  their 
gftvemment,  during  or  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  well  asbytne  convention  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution.  They  knew  from  history 
the  danger  of  the  judicial  tribunal»  being  dependent 
on  weaK  and  profligate  princes,  and  supposed  that, 
to  render  them  inoiependent,  it  was  necessary  to 
place  them  above  the  power  of  the  people.  On 
thissvbject,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  people  of 
the  Unked  States  have  changed  their  opinion;  they 
have  experienced  the  evils  which  have  resulted 
from  making  judges  permanent,  and  are  from  time 
to  time  changing  their  constitutions  in  respect  to 
their  courts,  while  the  new  States  commence  their 
Government  upon  the  more  correct  prieciples. 
Eleven  States  now  elect  their  judges  for  limited  pe- 
riods of  time^Pennsylvania,  flfleen  years;  Arkan- 
sas, eight  years;  Maine,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Alabama,  and  Michigan,  seven  years;  Mississippi, 
six  years;  Georgia,  three  years;  Vermont,  one 
year:  MasiBachnsetts,  New  Hampshire,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  GaroUflha,  South  CarotUna,  Keatucky,  Ten* 


nessee,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  during  good  be- 
havior. In  some  of  these  latter  States,  judges  are 
removable  on  an  address  of  three- fourths;  in  others, 
of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  their  Legislatures; 
and  even  in  Rhode  Island,  where  no  one  has  look- 
ed lately  for  any  improvement  in  government,  the 
dominant  party,  in  making  their  new  constitution, 
have  been  so  far  controlled  by  the  common  sense 
of  the  country,  and  the  example  set  them  by  some 
of  the  other  States,  as  to  place  their  judges  alto- 
gether in  the  power  of  the  people,  by  making  them 
removable  at  every  annual  election,  by  a  majority 
of  the  legislative  body,  although  in  form  they  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

I  do  not  expect,  Mr.  President,  that  a  majority 
of  this  body  will  now  vote  for  this  amendment  of 
the  Constitution;  and  I  have  not  offered  it  with  any 
hope  of -such  result.  I  offer  it  to  call  public  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  Our  courts  of  justice,  particu- 
larly the  United  States  courts,  are  not  much  known 
a^d  observed  by  the  people;  for  it  is  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  our  citizens  who  see  these  courts  as 
suitors,  wlmesses,  or  jurors;  and  great  abuses 
might  prevail  in  them,  and  be  long  continued,  un- 
less the  attention  of  the  people  was  called  to  them 
by  some  such  proposition  as  I  have  now  made— a 

Froposition  which  i  shall  continue  lo  make  while 
have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  unless  its 
adoption  shall  relieve  me  from  the  performance  of 
that  duty. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  LINN, 

OFBnaSOUR!. 

hi  Senate^  January  26,  1843— In  repiv  lo  Mr.  Mc- 
DuFFiE,  on  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  said,  the  opposition  to  the  measure 
which  he  had  had  the  honor  of  introducing,  had 
confined  itself,  except  on  the  part  of  the  Senators 
from  South  Carolina,  to  the  grant  of  lands.  One 
of  those  Senators  made  that  his  chief  objection; 
but  was  averse,  in  addition, >  to  all  present  action 
upon  the  matter.  The  other,  who  spoke  yester- 
day, [Mr.  McDupPiE,]  took  still  wider  ground — 
blamed  the  bill  as  to  all  its  incidental  parts,  as 
well  as  its  objects,  and  declared  his  fixed  repug- 
nance, not  only  to  this  scheme  of  settlement,  but 
to  all  expansion  of  our  population  whatever.  Cer- 
tain remarks  of  the  latter  eloquent  Senator  de* 
mand  a  particular  reply;  and,  in  answering  them, 
if  I  can  sufficiently,  I  shall  have  met  whatever  else 
has  been  further  objected  to  the  bill. 

It  is  with  a  want  of  consideration,  of  meditation, 
and  preparation  of  the  measure,  that  he  more  di- 
reetljr  taxes  it.  To  this  objection,  the  history  of  • 
the  bill,  and  of  its  repeated  introduction  here,  is 
the  best  answer.  The  measure  was  first  intro- 
duced some  twenty-two  years  ?i%o^  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  It  has,  therefore,  had  all  the  time 
necessary  to  reach  the  legal  age  of  discretion.  A 
bill  of  like  form  and  objects  was  urged  again  upon 
Congress  in  1823,  with  much  ability  and  research, 
by  a  distinguished  member,  (the  late  Governor 
Floyd,)  one  of  whose  favorite  objects  it  continued 
to  be  up  to  the  close  of  his  honorable  congressional 
career.  Though  he  did  not  induce  the  Legisla- 
ture to  embrace  his  views,  yet  the  measure  com* 
mended  the  attention  of  President  Monroe,  and 
was  strongly  recommended  in  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage. His  successor,  (Mr.  Adams,^  in  like  man- 
ner, viewed  it  as  a  proper  part  of  our  national 
policy,  and  pressed  it  upon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. This  was  followed  up  by  two  reports  from 
the  accomplished  pen  of  Mr.  Baylies  m  support 
of  the  President's  recommendation.  In  I8w,  it 
was  once  more  introduced,  in  a  regular  legisla- 
tive form,  by  Governor  Floyd,  and  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  a  large  majoi^^ty,  but  failed 
in  the  Senate  by  a  plurality  of  two  votes.  Since 
then,  it  has  repeatedly,  in  one  form  or  another, 
been  the  subject  of  executive  attention  and  legis- 
lative discussion. 

In  1836,  Mr.  Slacum,  a  young  gentleman  admi- 
rably fitted  for  this  difficult  service,  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Jackson  to  examine  the  conn- 
try,  and  report  upon  its  inducements  to  occupation, 
stale  of  the  fur  trade,  commercial  advantages,  dec. 
The  information  which  that  gentleman  personally 
collected  was  placed  before  Congress  in  1836.  In 
the  mean  time,  (October,  1887J  during  the  extra 
session,  I  made  a  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
whatever  it  eould  communicate,  in  its  possession, 
upon  this  interesting  subject.  The  answer,  be* 
sides  other  matter,  brought  us,  at  the  regular  ses* 
sioDi  the  ram)(tof  Mr.  Slacam  of  his  several  jour| 


neiys  and  voyages  from  Mexico  to  California/  to 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  to  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon. 1  then  moved  the  reference  of  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relati^s, 
which  was  then  opposed  strenuously  by  gentlemen 
who  are  now  in  favor  of  its  reference  to  that  com- 
mittee. Findiog  this  opposition,  I  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Conunittee  on  Military  Affairs,  which 
was  also  strenuously  opposed  by  ail  who  took 
any  part  in  the  debate.  It  seemed  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate,  iha*.  it  should  be  referred  to 
neither  of  the  committees,  but  that  it  appropriatelv 
belonged  to  a  select  committee;  which  was  accota- 
ingly  adopted.  Being  the  author  of  the  proposi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  I  was 
selected  as  the*  chairman  of  that  committee.  On 
the  6th  of  June,  1838.  the  committee  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill. 

While  these  proceedings  were  going  on  in  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Cusbino,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affkirs  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
presented  the  question  to  that  body,  followed  up  by 
a  report  made  by  him— a  report  which,  it  may  be 
said  with  tnith,  exhausted  the  subject.  Neither 
the  Senate  nor  House  bill  was  reached  that  session. 
Then  came  the  Maine  boundary  exoitement,  and 
the  political  and  party  agitation  of  the  years  1839 
and  1840,  in  the  midst  oi  which  there  was  so  little 
hope  of  commanding  the  attention  of  Congress  in 
a  measure  in  no  manner  connected  with  the  presi- 
dential election,  that  it  was  thocu[ht  unnecessarr  to 
press  it  npoirthe  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanding this.,  I  was  not  unmindful  of  its  tm- 
portanee;  and  in  Jmittary,  1840,«  a  reaoluiion  was, 
at  my  instance,  sent  to  the  War  Department,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  a  line  of  military  posts  ex- 
tending to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  upon  which  a  fa- 
vorable report  was  returned  by  Mr.  Poinsett. 
That  report  1  have  already  had  the  honor  to  cite 
to  the  Senate  in  my  opening  remarks  upon  this 
bill,  when  it  first  came  up  for  consideration  this 
session.  When  next  I  brought  it  forwaio,  the  for- 
eign negotiations  with  Lord  Ashbnrton,  which 
ended  in  the  late  treaty,  were  about  to  be  set  on 
foot;  and  I  was  urged  by  all  political  parties  not  to 
embroil  them  with  another  difficulty,  oy  a  renewed 
effort  to  bring  about  the  occupation  of  the  territory. 
To  these  wishes  I  retnctamly  yielded,  consentilig 
to  wait  for  the  results  of  the  promised  diplomacy. 
That  diplomacy  has  suff^ered  the  occasion  to  pass 
almost  without  an  allusion,  to  the  subject;  and  still, 
as  before,  the  cry  is,  "Not  now !  wait  a  little  long- 
er! presently  !  By-and  by  we  are  certain  to  bring 
the  whole  business  happily  through,  if  jou  will  not 
press  it  now !"  Such  has  ever  been  the  encottfage- 
ment,  or  the  argument,  with  which  the  measure 
has,  for  above  twenty  years,  been  Hiet',  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Sooth  Carolina  will,  therefore,  see  that 
the  purpose  has  been  pursued  with  everything  that 
could  give  it  forecast,  and  that  no  indiscreet  meas- 
ure or  issue  has  been  pressed  against  Great  Britain, 
or  urged  upon  the  Senate.  It  has  been  held  back 
not  only  until  it  became,  in  point  of  time,  appro- 
priate, but  indispensable,  if  we  are  ever  to  accom- 
plish the  object  at  which  we  aim. 

The  main  subject  was  urged  on  the  attention  of 
Congress  in  President  Tyler's  first  annnal  message, 
where  it  is  aL«^)  strongly  sustained  by  the  auxiliary 
reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy; 
and  the  same  recommendation  was  once  more  pre- 
sented to  Congress  in  the  reports  of  Secretaries 
Spencer  and  Upshur,  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion. The  country  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Pendleton 
for  an  excellent  report  in  1842,  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  accompanying  a  bill  even  stronger 
than  the  one  now  under  discussion. 

This  succinct  history  of  the  measure  must  cer- 
tainly acquit  the  committee  of  any  indiscreet 
haste,  any  inconsiderateness,  any  precipitateness  of 
plunging  Congre5s  into  premature  debate,  or  a  rash 
issue  with  Great  Britain;  particularly  as  both  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  had  originally  been  in 
favor  of  some  action. 

As  to  the  apprehended  eff*ects  of  debate  here, 
the  Senator,  1 'think,  exaggerates  tohimself  thena- 


*  About  th«  Mm«  period*  I  iDirod«ead  Mother  reeoIuUoo  in  the 
Senate,  calling  for  fuither  iDforroaiion  from  the  ^itM.  De- 
partmenu  In  rcDly  to  whieh.  Mr.  Qreeohow'e  admirable  Me^ 
oMht,  Htetoneal,  Political,  and  Oeogrtphical,  of  the  Nurthweet 
Coaac  a«kd  drawn  up  at  the  requeet  of  Sir.  Poiwyth,  was  aent  in; 
and  3,000  copies  were  prlnlad  by  order  of  ihe  B«^a(e.  Mr. 
Qreaohow'a  Memoir  cooiaiae  the  rooti  careful  and  correct  in- 
ferioation  that  could  be  obtained  up  to  that  period,  includina 
etan  tha  beet  BriiWi  auihorltiea:  and  it  dearlj  proven,  beyond 
all  poMlhUity  of  doubt  or  cafil,  that  tha  UUe  of  the  United 
aiatM  to  ihaecwiiy  iilaoatttnvtftibla. 
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STth  Co. 


■•3d  Sbib. 


The  Oregon  BUI— Mr.  Unn. 


SenUt. 


.__  ...Q  which  mi;  be  so  produced.  Great 
nruun— herself  accuslomed  lo  the  most  anie- 
slrained  parliameniarj  discnssion— surely  better 
understands  hi) w  debaie,  and  ilie  heals  inu  which 
il  saiurally  rnns,  are  to  be  viewed.  It  is  by  our  | 
aUion—aoi  our  speeches — ibW  Great  Bhtaio  will 
be  infiuenced.  1  shali  Iberelore  I'ODiiaae  to  speak, 
as  I  have  spoken,  freely;  well  coaviDced  that  what 
we  say  ofnerhere  will  be  of  no  more  serious  COU' 
scqaeuce  in  London,  than  what  she  says  or  us,  in 
ber  legislative  wrangling,  is  of  weigbiy  influence 

I  understand  ihe  Seuwor's  objections  lo  the  bill  to 
be  three-fold:  first,-tbalit  would,  in  ilsmaiti  pro- 
visions, be  on  infraction  of  the  coqveiiioDS  of  1818 
and  1827;  secondly,  thai,  when  carried  into  effect, 
it  most  plonge  us  into  all  tbe  expense  of  a  remote 
military  occupation;  thirdly,  that  the  territory  il- 
Bvlf  is  vaiaeless,  and  most  prove  a  disadvantage, 
not  only  ih  rough  the  enormoos  expense  it  must  en- 
tail upon  us,  but  by  diroersing  DOT  population,  (i-om 
whose  concentration  alone  a  progressive  and  an  el- 
eTvted  civilizaliou  is  to  be  expected. 

The  Senator  will  pardon  me  if  1  say  thai  the  en- 
tire scope  of  his  remarks  yesterday  proves  him 
greatiy  loundervalueft  territory  as  yet  little  known 
in  his  quarter.  There  is  a  masa  of  docuraentary 
information  in  re^rd  lo  it,  in  which  I  am  com* 
pelledtosuppcsehimnotveised.  Evenpnltingihese 
minuter  facts  out  of  view,  however,and  supposing  its 
surfaeesieril,  there  are  in  its  fiivor  high  and  ob- 
vious elemenls  of  commeicial  value,  of  future  com- 
mercial greatness,  which  I  thought  certain  to  Mrike 
a  miud  as  capable  as  his  of  embracing  these  im- 
portant coustderations.  .  Il  is  plainly,  al  no  distant 
day,  the  destined  avenue  of  a  great  trade  from  all 
our  lerrhuries  to  the  Pacific  and  the  East.  Nor 
does  he  les  overlook  its  present  and  past  import- 
ance. The  ioertnessofour  policy  has  already  tor- 
failed  lo  us  more  than  ten  millions  of  legitimate  trade. 
By  the  sheer  neglect  of  oar  Goremmeni,  our  fur- 
trade  on  that  coast — formerly  afibrdiug  at  least  half 
a  million— has  been  suffered,  under  the  operation  of 
tbe  existing  treaty,  lo  dwindle  lo  some  two  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  Examine,  sir,  the  returns  ol 
our  fur -trade,  from  Ibe  first  settlement  on  the  Co- 
lumbia, by  Astor,  dowDiothepreseni  lime;  and  you 
will  find  that  il  has  sunk  lo  the  paltry  amount  I 
have  mentioned,  and  that  all  the  auxiliary  com- 
merce which  was  conoected  with  it — the  trade 
from  ihat  coast  to  China— is  extinct. 

These  are  mailers  easily  established  by  docu- 
mentary evidence  before  me,  so  copious  that  I  dare 
not  lax  the  paliencf  of  the  Senate  with  its  reading. 
I  will  venture  only  lo  cite  a  single  document  and 
letter,  addressed  lo  me  by  Mt.Pierce,  while  engaged 


in  Ihis  trade  of  the  Horthwest; 


"SiiL  Thiokloiitinnj  tx 
Briiiih  Hudwn  B17  Compin 


"BnroH.  M  V 1. 1B42 


r  eargoett  to  any  xtv 


li— 4  ind*  vhlcta  BQW  en 


r  povlLiEe^  ud  10  dntflolT  IbeAQierlcuja  who  hr^-it  hejfliv 
oretHan  ila  ctilgfeitwonudconducion, 

"1  but  bHU  inrarmed  byonaol  theawnu  at  iba  Htitm 
lay  Gompuij  ihAI  diB  agricDluirmt  and  commercial  op«ra 
lonaofilieEngllitiill  Pugai'iMund,  Culumbu  clier,  ColifiiT 


len^l 


itd«noiMtdcomt4nj,  ■< 


.  .    ,txla\,  .    . 


1  cauul  of  mon  Uwii  •IB.IwapOO, 

■up*  10  Um  nowMiloa  oS  Uh  moM  V^lQibti  pariion  of  eounirr 
in  ih>  Nonhem  Pteille;  awl  coniidering,  loo,  uis  ImirsiiH 
iiaoiHii  oT  ttidr  aplul,  ib«  nnmlMr,  Eiiurpiin.  tod  tmtrfj 
iirtb*lrageau,uHlibap<riler  punuedbr  ihtni,  graai  nuon 


tobrlDg  iboDl  (bal  dednbls  object,  fou  have  dons  much;  and 

marc*  ut  ihs  picUc,  Dun  feel  Knulul  (uc  ihg  laluabi*  ht- 
ilcea  randend  ihem  byjroii. 

"With  ET«l  reaped,  jout  obcdienl  rtOBDi. 

"HENRY  A,  PIERCE,"' 
The  Senator  bom  Kentacky  gave  the  other  day 
a  very  striking  sketch  of  Ihe  vast  and  widespread 
operaticns  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Compaoy.  The^ 
maybe  yel  more  visibly  traced  in  a  map  of  Ibeir 
po^essions  before  me.  Hera  Senators  may  cast 
their  eyes  over  a  territory,  siretching  from  the  bay 
of  tbe  north  Atlaniic  which  has  lent  ils  name  to  the 
association,  to  the  Pacific  and  ibe  borders  of  Mex- 
ico. Over  this  wide  dominion,  dolled  with  their 
frequent  forts,  .settlements,  and  factories,  and  ovei 
its  many  Indian  tribes,  Ihey  hold  undisputed  mle. 


•FURS. 


JAUES  McCLERT, 


VlOiu  Bffl^T 

txperUd  lo 

Canton  on  Amriain  ac- 

,  annually,  frirmlfSl  lo  1840.  „ 

Yem 

Dirw  trade. 

Qaparil  inuJe, 

Reirarki. 

«340.991 

ThI*  UblfkMhlblilnKa  cndiullj  diminiihing  trade  id  run. 
rron  Ik*  period  ihwibaliunttnf  *od  iiullni  of^iitlah  aubjecu 
in  C)ta(iw  wa*  ■iiiluicli«l  In  ib*  Mntantloa  oT  ISIB.  ia  iht  baai 
coDUMntaiT  gpoo  Uw  prlncipla*  and  pmiinoniof  ihuiunitn 
tkn.  IndlTMual  dMalaiMiMaeaa  or  gnunMin  may  aurrindor 
UfinnmtpanldpadOD  ihe*d»niit«and  prlTllatMorin  ci- 
clualTailghi;  but  (ba  wker,  aaftr,  and  mor*te*oral  tulaol  na, 
■tonal  aclioD,  ii  In  aTcrr  fiwit  id  dcnuiut  an  equitalmi.    The 

It* CBiHitBencaa  warsHtlo  IhaaboTe  lalile— ih«  unwmpaii, 
■ud  innaftru  (be  Hgdaon  Bay  Company  ofali  that  trade 
vhieb  ourown  clilieiie  bare  Ingi.  Thia  einiptg  ntumtDt  af 
lorda  a  leoon  bji  which  na  ahall  da  welt  <o  piofii  In  iloia,  bafore 
our  awD  IndUTaranea,  Corbsannu,  and  ntglta  ihall  rinderiit, 
utiy  wontila*  Ihe  ohlecl  ftr  which  wa  hate  ao  long  conwnleil. 
If  Iba  ncManil  and  beDtllclBl  ■neilion  of  onr  riehl  (hal!  (•» 
be  nwde,  ll  miui  he  mada  now.  Fuiiher  acquiacoieg  in  Ihe 
cicliuiTs  poeeodon  of  :ha  HudKD  Bay  Company,  (lor  inrlh 
of  Iha  CalumMa.  il  ■■  in  fact  eiclualn,!  If  noian  abniute  lur 

donmenl  of  ths  game,  whkk  conaiilurti  i»  principal  iilue. 
Id  Iha  annlhilaUoo  of  ilirUUeia  hunting  and  indlicriminab' 


as  complete  as  was  ever  exercised  in 

the  great  company  which  was  the  ^Ifal  iun- 
mem  of  England  in  seizing  upon  her  premi  ta 
pire  there.  Ths  red  .spots  on  ibis  aipikBpai 
the  various  forts;  the  others,  the  seltlemnitji^b 
company's  retired  serranls. 

What  landmarks,  what  signs  of  domnioi  it 
possesion,  has  this  Government  affixed  loikMl; 
None.  How  have  your  claims  been  vin^ioK^ 
What  care  have  yon  had  of  even  ihesobM^aDt 
matter  of  your  irade,  nsually  nut  sligbltd  kj  r, 
ively  commercial  ualiousi  Yqur  fur  trade, til 
have  said,  is  gone;  that  with  tbe  Rosdai  wi. 
sions  has  been  suffered  10  pass  into  forngi  lait^ 
that  wiih  Ihe  Sandwich  Islauds  lies  ililuatirfv 
rour  watchful  rival;  and  not  a  step  is  taken  uitiT 
ber  encroachments  upon  your  soil,  or  hu  inraU 
upon  your  commerce! 

It  is  not,  sir,  because  1  am  ft  Western  nu.  ir, 
becau.se  my  immediate  cunslitaenu  ulit  tla 
concern  in  this  matter,  that  I  urge  it.  1  rrprdi 
only  as  a  national  qn^ion.  It  is  as  1  awik 
Bclmowledged  interest  of  the  whole  Dbidii  tin:  | 


sliallswijn' 

judgment.  T  view  it — and  trust  that  tnrj  olu: 
Senator  will  view  it — only  in  its  brctdet  reliiiw 
lotbewbble  country,  and  have  ainicd  tamai: 
only  in  thai  way. 

In  regard  to  Ihe  particular  interMs  inrolid  1 
ihe  question,  I  could  read  many  d(KaDiaB,Ri 
whic)i  I  will  not  weary  the  attention  of  the  Sou 
They  will  permit  me,  however,  to  cite  froni« 
excellent  leport  of  Mr.  PendlettHi  lo  Ih  olte 
House,  the  following  important  letter  of  Cifm 
Spalding,  of  the  ship  Lausanne,  of  NewYork.t:, 
dressed  to  myself: 


Dnand,aod  rai»  aboul 
fourteen  Ihouund  buah. 
Dfpcaaa,  aadbaie  bom 
UiDUaand  hiad  of  calils 
baia  anaagod  10  auuply 


cigbtHD  iboDAbd  buabetairftiK 


..  -    delivered  al 

SuidiiVtng ihe~AnieVic«ia offlhe coaai,  "liiiilBiBUBla 
■lood  thai  ihey  puiiiDeB  ublim  pomanon  tf  ile  iuaa 
blaniK  which  Ih*  Briiiih  GoTeromaol  tliia  aids  V  h 
inaifrom  7*0171001111110*.  'nianioioofoodmaaiayiii 
(indetd  the  opinion  ta  pnTdtni  u  Orcfu)  ibii  lUmq 
aitiMIIonarUialhUlaliwIllDOiwKhaltibilbiialiiMteM 
ihey  Iniend  lo  ada  tna  CaUfonaa  10  their  pwaJwaat 

San  Franclaco,  wtdeh  ia  decidedly  Uiabw  plate  ta  ItiiW 

*"c!d™iaa  oflhVwhoie  woitd  couS'  infior  aUlrti 
aafe^j;  being  (CCMdblsal  alt  limia  fornvbaf  urt><> 

'Tbecolanyfroin  Iha  UDl(edSialalaaiuialadnlli*A 
mat, a biancli of  Ih*  Columbia,  about  ninety  niiahoB 
mouih  r'fihe  rirer,  which  la,  unloiiMedly.  ibe  fam  n^ 
cndwheaieoonujInOrefoii.  Atptaaaiu.  iieeaiiB'iM 
aeTitnli famiUaa,  who  iaiKcoiiild<nbl*gnlii,aidbniM 
three  iboDouid  head  of  caule,     Ths  mliatai  laarai  na 

*c..  enough  for  Uiair  own   uae     The;  hita  ^"*j 

■owed  four  huniEieiJ  buahala  of  wheal-  oH  bonJr^  a' 
Iweniy  buahaLa  of  peasei   and  plan 

pouliry,&c,,  in  abundwi 

hundred  buahata  of  po>«u_.    . 

priainc  lbs  WallaraeiValln  laabouiibnelnsMrio^ 
and  iwo  hondrsd  bnMri,  lntar*n*i«ed  wtih  mhM  olautf 
aiallyofuiAcitniqBaiitktealarfualaDdfNidai,  IHW' 
Ila  natural atau il  uaoalij  ready  fariliBpli>B|biaDdiim> 
liKprodueingfromiwenty-fitaio  (otiy bii*elte("*""" 
acre;  and  Iha  (llmala  ia  ao  mild  Ibal  die  auiltnU»'' 
Slide  wilhDutfcddar  BrBhe1uraranylil«IMll«|u|^ 

Se  WallaiMl  fall*  (wHcii,  bnwerai,  ibe  »" j*^^ 
Sia'fnhI''aboT'e»wtih'liltl»irouwi.  from' May  wB«B*" 
alnio«  BUT  (io*nlt<l''  1  *•*■'"  ■><>  bnuin  I*  "jW *" 
thouaattlbarralanlthibeiakaaparaniHUi,  FnUMKI** 
in  Ihe  worM  offer*  grralcr  iDdnctmaDM  far  eoloMi,'* 
riiiou  miihi  readily  b*  vtvcurod  lo  anravn  neAHoaia 
granlaai  any  lima  FlinrwaaihlaeaaaanUd^b'-MV 
orawanIol^mill*-adl)nealiyi)ia[(aDi>WBbnt^H<>"> 
Hon  of  (wa  aew  ooea.  Til,  ooebv  ltr.llcK«.ad«'!* 
miB>ioo;aa*l»two«w,nilllB.  WbeU  taoaakillf nri" 
dollar pai  buahcL  beefilIeent*peiponnil.|ntW'.~ 
dollBXi  Ntch,  cnta  aixiy,  bonaa  tUrly^M    MmM 


fmUw 


n 
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■bout  twontj-flTe  caoit  par  butbel.  Labor  is  worth  abont 
UiirtT*five  dolUfi  per  month,  the  laborer  being  foaiid  bj  his 
•rapnjer.'*  •  • 

I  ha?e  repeatedly  alluded  to  the  commercial  and 
territorial  cupidity  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
its  unjust  encroachments,  its  unhesitating  rapacity, 
the  spoliations  of  our  legitimate  trade,  and  even  the 
murders  which  have  traclced  its  course  as  a  com- 
pany. But,  in  simple  justice,  let  me  say  that  these 
aets  and  ibis  character  belong  to  them  only  in  a 
corporate  capacity.  As  individuals,  many  of  them 
are  men  highly  humane  and  honorable.  It  is 
abundantly  known,  in  particular,  that  there  lives 
not  a  more  generous,  benevolent,  and  kind- hearted 
gentleman  than  Dr.  McLaughlin,  the  individual 
at  the  bead  of  the  company's  affairs  on  ihe  Colum- 
bia. His  acts  of  voluntary  kindness  towards  our 
dtiaens;  his  courtesy  towards  whomsoever  of  our  offi- 
cers or  public  agents  may  have  visited  that  coun- 
try; the  ready  and  liberal  ffood  offices  which  he  has 
aver  extended  wherever  they  were  needed,  do  him 
him  great  honor,  and  should  not  be  mentioned 
without  thanks.  1  make,  then,  my  charges  against 
the  collective  company  and  its  policy,  not  the  in- 
dividuals of  whom  it  IS  made  up.  Let  me,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  freely  remark,  without  desiring  to 
diminish  anything  from  this  individual  praise, 
that,  as  a  company,  they  can  well  afford  to  be  gen- 
erous to  ns  of  the  fruits  of  our  own  soil.  An  an- 
nual half  million  in  the  fhr-trade  may  well  miti- 
pte  a  good  manv  national  prejudices.  Out  of  an 
abundance  which  should  be  ours,  they  may  well 
dispense  some  hospitality  to  our  citizens  and  ac- 
cmited  agents.  For  training  on  their  savage 
dependants  to  waylay  our  wanderers,  to  bum  our 
settlements,  to  exterminate  the  settler,  to  shut  out 
our  traders  from  all  participation  in  their  traffic, 
these  civilities  are,  after  all,  out  acheap  equivalent. 
True  it  is,  however,  that  in  the  former  rivalry 
between  the  two  companies,  before  they  were 
merged  into  one,  they  were  as  rapacious  and  as 
sanguinary  towards  each  other.  And  why  should 
they  be  more  jnst  or  more  merciful  towards  an 
alien  racel 

Of  these  deeds  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
may  have  some  recollection,  and  of  the  time  when, 
in  their  contest  for  the  supremac)r  of  that  region, 
the  employees  of  the  two  companies  were  led  on 
to  mutual  outrages  as  detestable  as  any  to  which 
ihey  now  jointly  instigate  the  savages  against  our 
helpless  citizens  and  traders.  He  may  perhaps  re- 
calf  the  tragedies  of  1819;  when  the  Northwest 
Company  made  regular  war  upon  that  of  Hudson 
Bay,  to  drive  them  from  the  trade;  pitched  battles 
being  fought  as  between  two  fierce  Indian  tribes, 
with  a  loss  of  twenty  men  in  a  single  afiair—- 
Governor  Semple  ana  Mr.  Kevenny  (another  lead- 
ing man)  perlsning  in  the  contest 

I  surely  have  not  need  to  urge  that  thejrwhom 
the  sordid  love  of  gain  could  thus  urge  to  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  brother  Englishmen, 
would  little  hesitate  to  inflame  the  natural  an- 
tipathies of  the  savage,  and  tnm  his  secondary 
ferocity  to  an  easy  and  a  general  instrument  for 
effecting  those  dark  deeds  by  which  the  citizens  of 
a  rival  power  were  to  be  put  out  of  the  way  when 
they  came  between  them  and  their  gains. 

Ido not  speak  idly  of  these  matters,  but  hold  in 
my  hand  reports  of  men  who  personally  knew  the 
influence  and  the  arts  practised  against  us:  such 
men  as  GK>vernors  Clarke  and  Ca^  whose  judg- 
ments and  knowledge  in  Indian  affairs  were  be- 
yond dispute.  They  show  that,  up  to  1829,  at 
least  five  hundred  of  our  people  have  been  de- 
stroyed in  this  way,  and  that  the  rate  of  subsequent 
destruction  has  not  changed.  All  the  evidence 
shows  that,  wherever  the  British  fur-trade  is  pushed, 
the  Indians  are  subsidized.  The  terms  of  that 
subsidy  have  an  index  in  the  murders  committed 
on  our  people.  Trace  up  the  butcheries  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  their  plains,  the  ravages  of 
our  exposed  settlements,  and  jou  will  find  them 
uniformly  committed  by  Indians  clad  in  British 
blankets  and  armed  with  British  tomahawks  and 
scalping-knives.  Is  not  this  proof  enough  for 
whom  this  work  of  blood  is'  done'?  How  long, 
sir,  shall  this  innocent  blood  of  your  citizens  ciui 
to  you  in  vaipl  How  lon^  shall  it  be  before  you 
interpose  to  arrest  these  crimes^  Are  the  lawful 
pursuits  of  your  people  to  be  thus  jeA  the  spoil  and 
the  prey  ot  foreign  rapacityl  Does  not  the  vety 
treaty  which  is  so  often  pleaded,  declare  these  puf 
suits  legitimate;  or  is  it,  then,  but  an  idle  form?  if 
legitimate,  yon  are  bound  to  protect  your  cjt, 
izens  who  engage  in  it;  and  the  question  of  /. 
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greater  or  less  profitableness  than  other  occupa- 
tions, is  not  one  to  be  considered,  except  by  those 
who  engage  in  it.  The  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, to  disparage  the  trade,  said  yesterday  that 
few  men  have  grown  rich  in  it.  Now  I  appre- 
hend that,  comparing  great  things  with  small,  his 
reuKirk  is  equally  true  of  manufactures.  In  these, 
whai  a  disproportion  between. the  few  capitalists 
who  get  rlcn,  and  the  multitudes  of  poor  operatives 
who  never  cani  It  is  but  the  same  thing  in  either 
pursuit:  the  operatives  amass  not  the  splendid  for- 
tunes, nor  does  every  hunter  and  trapper  become 
a  John  Jacob  Astor.  Chance  or  taste  leads  them 
to  adopt  that  pursuit;  and  it  forms  one  of  those  na- 
tional interests  which  we  are  bound  to  protect,  in 
common  with  even  the  humblest  branch  of  your 
industry  or  commerce.  Whenever  your  sails 
whiten  ihe'sea,  in  no  matter  what  clime,  against  no 
matter  whom,  the  national  arm  stretches  out  its 
protection.  Everywhere  but  in  this  unhappy  ter- 
ritory, the  persons  and  the  pursuits  of  your  citizens 
are  watched  over.  You  count  no  cost  when  other 
interests  are  concerned,  when  other  rights  are  as- 
sailed; but  you  recoil  here  from  a  trifling  appropri- 
ation to  an  object  of  the  highest  national  impor- 
tance, because  it  enlists  no  sectional  influence. 
Contrast,  for  instance,  your  supineness  about  the 
Oregon  Territory  with  your  alacrity  to  establish, 
for  guarding  the  slave  coast  and  Liberia,  a  squad- 
ron costing  8600.000  annually,  and  whichVou  have 
bound  yourself  oy  treaty  to  keep  up  for  five  years, 
with  great  exposure  of  lives  and  vessels.  By  stip- 
ulation, eighty  guns  (one-twelfth  of  your  force 
afloat)  is  kept  upon  this  service;  and,  as  your  na- 
val expenditure  amounts  to  about  seven  millions 
a  year,  this  (its  twelfth  part)  will  make,  in  five 
years,  three  millions  bestowed  in  watching  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  guarding  the  freedom  of  the 
negro  race !  For  this  you  lavish  millions;  and  you 
grudge  $100,000  to  the  great  American  and  nation- 
al otject  of  asserting  your  territorial  rights  and  set- 
tling your  soil.  Yoa  ^rant  at  once  what  furthers 
the  slave  policy  of  a  rival  power,  and  deny  the 
means  of  rescuing  from  its  grasp  your  own  property 
and  soil ! 

[Here  Mr.  L.  referred  again  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Spalding,  which  we  have  given  at  large.*] 

The  general  objection  to  the  bill  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  grants  of  land.  The  Sooth  Carolina 
Senators  alone  have  viewed  the  establishment  of 
military  posts  as  a  violation  of  the  convention. 
Audi  understood  one  of  those.Senators  to  assert 
even  that,  under  the  treat}r,  we  could  not  extend 
over  the  territory  our  legal  jurisdiction,  as  Britain 
has  done. 

[Mr.  McDuFFifi  here  assured  Mr.  L.  that  he  had 
misapprehended  him:  he  held  that  we  could  ex- 

*To  show  iho  oponuions  of  the  Hudson  Bar  Company,  to 
root  oul  American  fur-traders,  public  atteotion  is  called  to  the 
following  extract  of  Mr.  Townaend's excellent  remarks  upon  the 
Territoiy  of  Oregon,  recently  published  in  the  National  Intel i- 
geocer. 

"Within  a  few  jeara,  sereral  Americans  (of  whom  the  writer 
of  ihie  notice  is  one)  have  crossed  the  Rocky  Monoialns  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  with  objects  entirely  unconnected  with 
trade  or  commerce.  Mine  was  the  desire  to  see  a  new  country, 
a  loTe  of  adventuie  for  its  own  sake,  and  an  enthusiastic  fond- 
ness for  natural  hiatoTT. 

"The  party  with  which  I  travelled  left  Independence,  Mis- 
aouri.  about  the  latter  part  of  April,  1834,  and  arrived  at  the 
British  Fort  Vancouver  in  Bepteml)er,  having  performed  th» 
whole  journey  on  horssback.  From  this  time  until  October, 
1836,  (with  the  exception  of  the  firat  wioier,  which  I  passed  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands,)  my  residence  was  in  the  Territory  of 
Oreton.  Dr.  McLaughlin,  the  chief  factor,  treated  me  with 
uniform  and  singular  kindness,  supplying  all  my  wanti^  and 
furnishing  me  with  every  faciiity  in  the  prosecution  of  my 

f»lana.  This  is,  1  iMlleve,  the  uniform  character  of  the  super* 
ntendents  of  British  forts  in  that  country.  Travellers,  natu* 
rallsta,  and  all  who  are  not  traders,  are  kindly  and  most  hospi. 
tably  treated^  but  the  moment  the  visiter  is  known  to  trade  a 
beaver  sirin  from  an  Indian,  that  nraroent  he  is  ejected  from  the 
community,  and  all  communication  iKtween  him  and  the  ofii' 
cers  of  the  company  ceases.  When  Captain  Wyeth,  whh  his 
party,  arrived  at  Walla* Walla  fort,  on  his  passage  down  the 
Columbia,  he  was  required  liy  the  superintendent  to  promise 
that  dorinff  his  journey  from  thence  to  Vancouver— 300  miles 
—he  would  not  buy  a  beaver  skin;  the  functionary  assuring 
him  that,  unlate  he  consented  so  to  bind  himself,  he  would  send 
a  party  ahead  of  him  whieh  should  be  instructed  to  purchase 
every  beaver  skin  from  the  Indians  on  the  route,  at  a  price 
wliich  he  (Wyeth>  could  not  afford  tn  pay.  It  is  a  fact,  noto- 
rious In  that  country,  that  the  honorable  company  has  a  sum  of 
money,  amounting  (o  seiferal  thousand  pounds  sterling,  laid 
adds  at  Vancouver,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  opposing  an  who 
may  come  to  interfere  nlth  its  monopoly,  by  purchaMng  at  ex- 
orbitant prioea  all  the  f\irs  in  possession  of  the  Indians,  and 
thus  fbrcing  the  settler  to  come  to  i^rms,  or  drivhig  him  from 
the  country.  If  it  be  an  Individual  who  is  thus  starved  into 
aubmlMion.  he  then  usually  clears  a  piece  of  land  on  the  Wal- 
Utmet  river,  takea  an  Indian  wife,  ana  purchaser  furs  of  the 
natives,  which,  bv  previous  contract,  he  is  bound  to  sell  to  (he 
compenjr  at  an  Mvanca  wbkh  k  fixae  by  the  Cl^troor." 


tend  our  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  and  our  own 
citizens.] 

Mr.  Ijnn.  Well,  sir,  I  stand  corrected*  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  contract  which  the 
Hudson  Ba^  Company  passes  with  its  employees, 
by  which  it  is  agreed  that  when  the  employee  hus 
served  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  wishes  to 
retire,  he  shall  have  a  gram  of  fifiv  acres  of  land, 
asuiiofthe  company's  clothes,  &c.,  he  binding  him« 
self  to  a  sort  of  feudal  tenure  to  muster  and  bear 
arms  when  needed. 

Now,  sir,  does  not  this  comract  incontestibly  es- 
tablish, on  their  part,  everything  which  it  is  denied 
that  we  can  dol  Is  it  to  besupposea  that  the  com- 
pany does  not  keep  thesie  engagements!  That  can- 
not be;  and  we  know  that  their  retired  servants 
have  tor  some  time  had  settlements  and  occupied 
landii,  in  conformity  with  these  agreements  l^ak 
Senators,  then,  are  we  always  to  firgue  a^instour- 
selvesl— always  to  interpret  our  national  duties  in. 
favor  of  other  nations,  and  to  our  own  detriment^ 
Was  it  not  thus  in  1828,  when  gentlemen  contend- 
ed that  we  could  not  establish  military  posts  in  the 
territory,  nor  extend  our  jurisdiction  over  itl  This, 
too,  when  Great  Britain  had  alreadv  taken  those 
steps  over  the  whole  northwest,  and  even  ifver  eu 
part  ofowr  territory  on  this  side  the  Rocky  IMoum^ 
tains. 

But  gentlemen  surely  mistake  when  they  im- 
agine that  this  British  jurisdiction  can  be  confined 
to  British  subjects  alone.  Pray,  sir,  were  an 
American  to  commit  murder  on  an  employee  of 
the  companVi  does  anybody  believe  that  he  would 
not  t)e  tried  and  hanged  under  this  British  lawt 
The  English  ministry,  I  know,  has  said  (as  Mr. 
Gallatin  tells  us)ihat  it  was  not  intended  .to  be  ap- 
plied to  any  but  British  subjects  and  Indians.  But 
what  then!  What  will  the  opinion  of  this  or  that 
minister  signify,  a  case  having  actually  occnrredl 
By  settled  law,  any  denizen  coming  within  its  ju- 
nsdiction,  and  committing  a  crime,  will  be  punish- 
•ed;  and  if  there  is  a  British  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace  there,  he  will  be  bound  to  execute  this  law, 
to  its  letter,  against  Americans  as  all  others. 

My  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Phelps]  made  it 
clepir  that,  under  this  law,  controversies  likewise 
as  to  land  titles  between  citizens  of  the  two  conn- 
tries  would  pass  under  this  jurisdiction.  If  so, 
why  not  as  much  criminal  onencesi  But  as  to 
such  scrupulous  limiting  of  their  legal  assumptions, 
they  are  iar  more  likely  to  enlarge  them.  1  never 
heard  of  an  Indian  being  hung  under  that  law;  but 
I  have  lately  learned  the  occurrence  of  a  case 
where  a  half-breed  Indian,  for  the  murder  of  an 
Englishman,  was  tried,  convicted,  and  hung— a. 
mode  of  death  the  most  repugnant  to  all  an  In- 
dian's prejudices.  Why  should  this  not  have  been 
done  upon  an  American  citizeni  What  have  yoa 
done  to  insure  his  surrender  to  your  own  courtsl*- 
what  to  protect  his  pursuits,  doubly  legitimate  both 
by  your  territorial  title  and  the  stipulations  of  the 
conveniionT 

You  do  not,  probably^  know  the  number  of  men 
of  Massachusetts,  of  New  Hampshire,  of  Missouri, 
and  of  other  States,  who  would  push  their  fortunes 
in  that  territory,  and  carry  nvilization  thither, 
could  they  but  expect  from  yon  the  protection  and 
the  favor  which  England,  through  the  Hudson  Bey 
Company,  grants  to  her  people.  Your  States  of  the 
East  and  the  West  will  not  send  forth  their  swamuL 
because  they  believe  their  Government  too  timid 
or  too  ni^cgardly  to  protect  or  to  assist  them.  They 
never  will  believe  you  in  earnest  till,  by  some 
measure  as  positive  as  this,  yon  prove  to  them 
I  that  you  regard  your  title  as  indefeasible,  and  give 
them  a  ple^^e  ot  your  intentions  that  cannot  be  re- 
tracted. I  have  seen  many  letters  to  this  effect, 
and  know  that  such  is  the  general  doubt  which 
holds  back  numbers  who  desire  to  go.    Your  peo- 

?le  require  action  of  some  kind;  and  I  will  feel  that 
have  not  lived  in  vain,  if  this  bill  should  have 
the  effect  of  bringing  the  subject  to  some  definite 
conclusion. 

These  are  the  views  of  those  who  look  only  to 
the  earthly  rewards  of  hazardous  enterprise.  But 
the  Eastern  States  furnish  others,  whom  a  sacred 
call  has  led  to  trace  the  pathless  wilderness,  care- 
less of  all  human  pipiection;  who,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Christian  philanthropy,  have  braved  every  pri- 
vation and  clanger  to  carry  to  the  valleys  of  the 
Oregon  and  the  Wallamet  the  light  of  the  Gtospel, 
and  its  attendant,  civilization;  accomplishing 
there,  by  individual  devotedness,  those  noble  bene- 
fits which  it  was  your  part  to  have^rfbrmed.  The 
Christian  spirit  of  men  lias  outstripped  the  tardy 
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policy  uid  goodness  of  the  Government;  and  these 
Gospel-bearers  have  at  once  formed  a  paradise, 
where  your  statesmen  imagine  nothing  out  steril 
vands,  or  a  sarface  blackened  by  volcanic  fires. 

Of  the  horrors  of  such  a  sojonm  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDtrpFiE]  seems  to  have 
formed  a  particularly  lively  conception,  and  has 
conveyed  it  (as  was  to  be  expected)  m  a  very  pow- 
erftd  form.  Had  he  (he  saia)  an  honest  or  aeserv> 
ing  son,  who  desired  to  migrate  thither,  he  would 
say  to  him,  **Don*tgo!  stay  where  you  are!"  But, 
had  he  one  fit  for  a  convict^shlp  or  Botany  Bay,  he 
would  tell  him,  without  hesitation,  "Go,  by  all 
means  V 

Now,  for  the  Senator's  information,  I  beg  to 
read  a  few  well-authenticated  descriptions  of  this 
blasted  land  of  hix.  The  reports  of  the  mission- 
aries, and  the  narratives  of  Captain  Wilkes  and  of 
Mr.  Peale,  the  naturalist,  give  a  very  different 
picture.  They  agree  that,  for  picturesque  beauty, 
for  exuberant  fertility,  and  for  salubrity  ot  climate, 
no  region  of  the  earth,  of  equal  extent,  surpasses 
the  vales  and  the  table-lauds  of  the  Oregon.  There, 
too,  they  tell  you,  instead  of  the  dissoluteness  of 
such  a  population  as  the  Senator  thinks  it  only  fit 
for,  are  seen  gentleness,  piety,  intelligence,  and 
peaee,  whi^h  seem  to  have  their  chosen  seat  in  the 
Beautiful  valley  of  the  Wallamet.  They  are 
law-abiding  and  law-loving;  they  are  active,  yet 
quiet;  no  strifes  or  broils^  suicides  or  murders.  No 
compulsion  of  ihe  law  is  needed  to  make  them  pay 
their  debts—a  contrast,  on  this  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion, (as  the  Senator  supposes  it,)  at  which  a  por- 
tion of  his  constituents,  not  to  say  my  own,  might 
well  blush.  He  is  not  less  mistaken  as  to  the  mer- 
cenary motives  which,  he  thinks,  can  alone  have 
Ifid  these  wanderers  so  far.  Was  it  such  that 
brought  our  sturdy  ancestors  to  the  rock  of  Ply- 
mouthl  May  not  their  descendants  speed  to  this 
^irthest  West  with  like  visions  of  some  noble  fntu- 
ritv  to  be  realizedl  There  is  a  fascination  in  these 
wf-real  dreams  which  I  have  witnessed  and  felt; 
and  had  I  wealth  to  pay,  or  could  such  things  be 
bought.  I  know  not  what  I  would  ^ve  to  have  felt 
the  wild  and  strange  rapture  with  which  Boon 
must  have  gazed,  for  the  first  time,  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Cumberland  mountains  over  the  match- 
less plain  of  SLentucky:  or  yet,  again,  when  he  had 
passed  through  that  Edeo-like  wildeniess,  and, 
uom  the  top  of  one  of  the  mounds  of  a  departed 
race,  looked,  in  bewildered  delight,  over  the  mag- 
nificent banks  and  streams  of  the  Ohio. 

These,  sir.  are  sensations  not  to  be  purchased. 
There  is  in  them  no  touch  of  anything  mercenary; 
and  they  animate  men  to  ventures  which  no  gam 
can  repay,  but  which  surely,  in  finding  or  founding 
empires  ibx  us,  deserve  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion, as  much  as  any  labors  of  that  more  sordid 
Idnu  which  seek,  and  make  themselves  in  safety, 
rewards  at  home.  There  are  men  who  go  forth  to 
the  wilderness  like  our  first  parents,  when  Gk>d  sent 
them  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden  to  subdue  the 
earth.  Such  feelings,  to  our  own  immediate  an- 
cestors, shed  an  ideal  beaulv  over  the  barren  rock 
of  Plymouth,  one  day,  under  their  all-subduing 
spirit,  to  blossom  like  the  rose.  The  same  impulse 
yet  animates  their  race,  and  will  bear  them  across 
deserts,  as  of  old  across  the  deep,  give  them  only 
the  protection  of  your  laws  and  the  countenance 
of  the  Qovemmeqt. 

I  recollect,  Mr.  President,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  have  heard  a  venerable  and  respected 
lady  say  that,  when  she  removed,  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolution,  from  Annapolis  to  Cumberland,  in 
Maryland,  she  was  looked  upon  as  having  gone 
out  of  the  world,  and  as  about  to  become  a  semi- 
aarage.  In  such  a  light  were  your  forefathers  [Mr. 
Batbs  of  Massachusetts  in  the  chair]  viewed  wnen. 
in  their  forlorn  search  for  freedom,  they  abandonea 
the  ease  of  civilized  life,  and,  for  freer  homes 
braved  the  dangers  of  the  deep  and  the  terrors  of 
a  savage  shore.  They  but  obeyed  the  instinct  of 
our  peculiar  race — that  invincible  longing  for  lib- 
erty and  space  which  impels  those  of  Anglo-Saxon 
descent  to  trace  the  rudest  tracts,  the  wildest  seas, 
range  the  Atlantic  and  the  Indian  waste  of  waters, 
explore  the  vast  Pacific,  and  break  throui;h  the 
icy  barriers  ot  the  polar  oceims.  With  a  spirit  re* 
newed  Irom  our  virg^  -soil,  and  from  Nature  itself 
in  this  untamed  continent,  it  looks  beck  to  the  land 
of  oar  forefathers,  half  ready  to  spread  there  the 
ngemeraiufn  which  constantly  agitates  itself  Other 
nations  may  enlarge  themselves  by  physical  con 


insiitutions.||If  neighboring  countries  are,  at  any 
future  timejto  be  added  to  our  Union,  it  will  be  they 
who  will  have  sought  the  blessings  of  our  institu- 
tions; not  we  who  will  have  coveted  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  territory  by  conquering  fleets  and 
armies. 

[Here  Mr.  Linn  proceeded  to  read  a  series  of  ex- 
tracts from  the  documents  to  which  he  had  referred; 
a  letter  frbm  Alvan  F.  Waller,  one  of  the  mi^Mon- 
aries  on  the  Wallamet,  dated  6ih  April,  1842,  and 
published  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Jour- 
nal of  December  last;  which,  afier  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
other  advantages  of  the  country,  refers  to  the  dis- 
putes which  have  already  occurred  between  the 
uudson  Bay  Company  and  the  recent  American 
settlers.  The  company  claiming,  under  the  right 
of  preemption,  some  of  the  choicest  spots  now  oc- 
cupied by  American  settlers;  which  proves,  con- 
clusively, the  intentions  of  the  company  to  occupy 
the  best  parts  of  the  territory,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Americans.  Will  not  these  land  disputes,  as 
well  as  all  others,  be  brought  under  the  operation 
of  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of  18*21? 

A  series  of  therraometrical  observations  from 
Doctor  Forry,  by  Mr.  Ball,  which  may  be  found 
in  the  25th  and  26th  volumes  of  SiUiman*s  Journal; 
they  show  the  average  winter  temperature  at  Fort 
Vancouver  to  be  411  degrees  of  Fahrenheit;  the 
spring  48  degrees;  the  summer  65  degreess  the  fall 
52&  degrees.  This  is  probably  a  little  milder  than 
the  climate  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Mr.  L.  also  read 
a  descriptive  letter  of  Mr.  Titian  Peale,  dated  here 
on  the  25th  ultimo;  another  from  Major  Robert 
Moore,  dated  at  WallametlOregon,)  March  8, 1842; 
a  statement  from  Mr.  Waldron,  in  a  late  letter 
from  the  same  place;  a  letter  of  Capt  Steen,  of  the 
United  States  dragoons,  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  in 
which  he  says:  "I  have  lately Jiad  some  conversa- 
tion with  Col.Battson  of  Jackson  county,  Missouri, 
who  has  returned  a  short  time  since  from  the  Ore- 
Kon  Territory,  and  several  other  gentlemen  from 
Missouri;  they  speak  in  the  most  exalted  terms  of 
the  country,  soil,  climate,  water-power,  health, 
fine  timber,  and  many  other  advantages  tnat  coun- 
try has  over  Missouri." 

"  A  letter  of  the  Messrs**.  Benson,  of  New  York, 
transmitting  the  statement  of  Captain  Spald- 
ing. All  these  are  documents,  not  merely  im- 
portant, but  interesting  in  themselves,  though 
beyond  our  present  command  of  space.  He 
also  referred  to  the  well-known  voyagers,  Cook, 
Vancouver,  Portlocke,  Dixon,  Krusenstiem,  Langs- 
dorf,  as  well  as  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  some  others. 
But,  interesting  as  the  matter  becomes,  in  the  view 
of  the  present  national  question,  and  important  as 
are  the  materials  thus  brought  together,  we  are  com* 
pelled  here  to  break  ofi^.] 

So  little  before  1813  or  1814  did  Great  Britain 
ever  doubt  your  claim  to  the  lately-contested  terri- 
tory in  Maine,  that  in  1814  she  mopoaed  to  purchase 
that  part  of  it  which  she  desirea.  She  next  treated 
for  a  right  of  way.  It  was  refused;  and  she  then 
set  up  a  claim  to  the  soil.  This  method  has  i^ped 
no  ill  with  her;  for  she  has  got  what  she  wanted, 
AND  madk  tou  pay  FOR  n*.  Her  Oregon  game  is 
the  same.  She  has  set  her  heart  upon  a  strip  of 
territory  north  of  the  Oregon,  and  seems  determined 
to  pluck  it  from  us,  either  by  circumvention  or 
force.  Aware  of  the  political  as  well  as  legal  ad- 
vantages of  possession,  she  is  stren^hening  hers  in 
every  way  not  too  directly  responsible.  She  is  se- 
lecting and  occupying  the  best  lands,  the  most  Ul- 
vorabTe  sites.  These  she  secures  to  the  settlers 
under  contracts.  For  any  counteraction  of  yours, 
she  may  take,  and  is  taking,  possession  of  the  whole 
territory.  She  has  appropriated  sites  for  mills, 
manufactories,  and  farms.  If  one  of  these  has  been 
abandoned  for  a  better,  she  reverts  to  it,  if  a  citizen 
of  yours  occupies  it,  and  ejects  him.  She  tells  her 
people  she  will  protect  them  in  whatever  they  have 
laid,  or  may  lay,  their  hands  upon.  If  she  can 
legitimately  do  this,  why  may  not  wel  Is  this  a 
ioint  occupation  of  which  she  is  to  have  the  sole 
benefitl  Had  you  as  many  citizens  there  as  she, 
you  would  be  compelled  to  protect  them;  and  if  you 
nave  not,  why  is  it  but  because  she  keeps  them  off, 
and  you  refuse  to  ofier  them  the  inducements  which 
she  holds  outi  Give  them  a  prospective  grant  of 
lands,  and  insure  them  (the  snelter  of  your  laws, 
and  they  will  soon  congregate  there  in  force  enough 
to  secure  your  rights  and  their  own. 

The  Senator  from  Soutb Carolina  somewhat  in- 


quests;  but  we  (I  thank  God  for  it!)  can  subdue    I  consistently  urges  that  the  country  is  bleak,  bar- 
only  by  the  dominion  of  mind  the  mor»l  empire  of   I  ren,  volcanic,  rocky,  a  waste  always  flooded  when 


it  is  not  parched;  and  insists  that,  WOHjdlto'lli 
is,  Great  Britain  will  go  at  once  to  wv- (be  it 
Strange  that  she  should  in  1818  have^hdd  leti' 
naciopsly  lo  what  is  so  worthless !  Stringer  ^ 
that  she  should  have  stuck  yet  closer  to  it  in  l^, 
when  she  had  had  r,till  ampler  time  to  leVB  the 
bootlessness  of  the  possession  I  And  strangtst  «f 
all,  that  she  should  still  cling  to  it  with  the  mpW 
death !  Sir,  I  cannot  for  my  life  help  thiijqii 
thKt  she  and  the  Senator  have  formed  a  very  dd- 
ferent  estimate  of  the  teriiiory,  and  that  she  is 
(as  she  ought  to  be)  a  good  deal  the  better  iDfooi. 
ed.  Sheknows  well  its soil^climate, and phjsicalK- 
sources,  and  perfectly  comprehends  its  coiB«er- 
cial  and  geographical  importance.  And  kaov- 
ing  all  this,  she  was  ready  to  sink  all  sesie  U 
justice,  stifle  all  respect  for  onr  clear  title,  tU 
hasten  to  root  her  interests  in  the  soil,  so  as !»». 
cure  the  strong,  even  when  most  wrongful,  tkk 
of  possession. 

As  pxoof,  among  other  things,  of  the  worthk» 
ness  of  the  territory,  the  Senator  yesterday  aaji- 
tained  that,  in  the  upper  country,  rain  never  kSk 
and  in  the  lower,  hardly  ever  ceases.  Now,  ibe 
facts  derived  from  intelligent  residents  dnnr  tbt 
in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  it  seldom  niss, 
copious  dews  supply  the  necessary  moisture  hi 
vegetable  life;  while  the  streams  and  rills  v^ 
on  all  sides  descend  from  the  mountains,  enter- 
tain a  perpetual  freshness  in  the  arable  tod  pas- 
ture lands.  It  is  shown,  too,  that,  on  the  tout  iiti 
lowlands,  what  is  called  the  rainy  season  in  mt 
of  gentle  showers,  not  ofdelogesof  rain.  Iftkn 
have  more  rain,  they  have  less  frost  and  soot 
than  other  countries,  more  fertility,  and  aot  lot 
health. 

But  the  documentary  information  accsmnlatci! 
here  for  some  years  past  makes  all  wboareooe- 
versant  with  it  aware  thai  the  Senator  mistite 
the  character  of  the  plains  on  the  east  as  well  u 
the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  ioA- 
ginesthat  the  vast  plains  which  stretch  fromtk 
base  of  that  chain  to  the  borders  of  our  inbabiied 
territories  are  desert  sands,  destitute  alike  o(\'tfft- 
tation  and  water.  We  all  know  that  this  is  na% 
that  these  great  plains  are  principally  rich  praiiic 
lands,  sustaining  countless  he rds  of  antelopesjdeei, 
and  baflaloes,  and  capable  of  most  profitable  culti- 
vation. They  are  intersected  by  great  rivers,  ft*! 
by  innumerable  streams,  supplied  by  lesser  inbo- 
taries,  diverging  in  every  direction.  Timber  cer- 
tainly is  scarce;  but  it  springs  up  and  grows  will 
the  population,  and  the  banks  of  the  streams  afod 
every  where  strips  of  wood,  quite  sufficient  losnppiy 
any  population  thai  can,  for  a  good  maoyjeais, 
fix  itself  there.  Mistaken,  as  the  Senator  is,  as  to 
what  lies  comparatively  near.  I  am  not  sorpriwl 
that  he  should  misconceive  what  is  so  remote-lk 
country  of  the  Oregon.  He  appears,  also,  not  to  be 
aware  that,  from  the  lower  Ohio  to  the  easun 
skirts.of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  it  is  one  vast  coir 
field,  'in  its  lower  altitudes,  intermixed  vith  ode: 
mineral  regions,  whose  value  seems  almost  wiibos 
a  limit. 

Sir,  I  confess  that  this  wealth  of  the  surface,aod 
the  still  vaster  natural  treasuries  that  he  beoeadi, 
unmined  but  not  unknown,  have  awakened  io  oe, 
and  seem  to  me  to  iustify,the  expectations  wiiick 
the  Senator  considers  so  visionary.  Orersach 
a  region,  the  passage  from  the  richest  valley  ia  U« 
world — that  of  the  Mississippi — to  a  new  and  wide 
coQimercial  empire,  that  must  presently  start  upci 
the  Pacific,  I  cannot  think  railroads  and  caAiis 
mere  day-dreams.  The  wonders  which  hn, 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  been  achieved  in  those 
things,  may  well  excuse  those  who  look  upon  tk 
results  I  have  mentioned  as  possible,  even  witliio 
the  compass  of  the  present  generation.  All  pre- 
dictions, even  the  most  sanguine,  have  io  the 
country  been  so  distanced  by  the  actual  prof^o^ 
its  prosperity,  that  gentlemen  who  foretell  the 
other  way  should  beware  of  the  error  of  the 
Millerites,  and  not  lay  the  accomplishments  of 
their  prophecies  too  close  at  hand.  Etreo  i& 
the  faith  of  the  bold  enthusiasts  who  landed  ai 
Plymouth  Rock,  was  there  one  ardent  enoogh  to 
imagine  that  their  descendants  wonld,  in  five 
centuries,  perform  what  has  been  eflected  in  wrf 
It  was  said  by  General  Cass,  in  his  discoor*  k- 
fore  the  pistorical  Society  of  this  city,  "thu 
he  had  conversed  with  those  who  had  talked 
with  the  children  of  the  pilgrims."  In  tbtf 
mere  space  of  time,  what  auMaing  chaise! 
What  an  empire  hsa  risen  up,  hke  aft  ^' 
halation  from  earthi    A  ntw  pocfla  im  bw 
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iddkd  to  the  great  household  of  oaiioDs,  and  is  al- 
^ady  among  the.  first  in  the  world!  There  are 
hose  amongst  as  who  have  talked  with  Daniel  Boon, 
hat  overland  Columbus  who  first  explored  the  re- 
cesses of  that  immense  wilderness  in  which  we 
iow  count  many  States,  teeming  with  population 
ind  wealth,  and  glad  with  all  the  gilts  of  civiliza- 
ion.  What  imagination  has  yet  outstripped  the 
pgantic  pace  at  which  improvement  marches 
inM>D|[st  osl  Sir,  I  can  well  conceive  the  tumult 
>f  delight  which  must  have  swelled  the  bosom  of 
Dlarke,  when,  from  the  bluff  he  had  gained,  he  first 
]eard  the  roar  of  the  great'  ocean,  and  saw  the 
>axffes  of  the  Pacific  bathing  the  territory  he  had 
explored.  In  the  vision  of  that  moment,  he  saw 
iirough  the  dim  vista  of  the  future  rising  States  of 
lis  countrymen  spreading  along  that  shore,  and  the 
nrhite  sails  of  their  commerce  wafliuf^  along  the 
Msom  *of  that  peaceful  sea  the  barbaric  wealth  of 
ihe  Cast,  in  return  for  the  more  solid  fruits  of  our 
3wa  industry.  One  cannot  read  the  warm  and 
>txiking  description  of  what  he  saw  and  felt,  with- 
9at  sharing  in  his '  enthusiasm.  Some  of  us  now 
lere  have  shaken  hands  with  Boon,  with  Clarke, 
with  Cass,  who  had  ofien  conversed  with  a  rela- 
tive, a  contemporary  of  the  first-bom  of  the  Pil- 
grim fathecii.  ,  What  a  picture  does  this  present 
for  the  contemplation  of  the  statesman  and  philos- 
c^er!  The  chain  is  complete  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  ocean— from  the  first-bom  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  Clarke  on  the  borders  of  the  Western 
ocean. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  the 
Rocky  Mountains  impracticable  to  roa4  making. 
He  is  mistaken.  Even  in  a  state  of  nature,  they 
have  easy  passes,  well  known  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  to  our  traders  and  travellers.  They  who 
will  venture  unprotected,  perform  the  journey 
xoulilv  in  wagons,  with  their  women  and  cnildren, 
over  beaten  loutcs — ^by  one  principal  one  espe- 
cially, established  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  along 
the  smooth,  even  surface  of  the  inclined  plane  of 
ihe  river  Platte.  Along  this  many  families  have 
gone,  threading  the  mountain  defileis  descending 
the  wesfem  slope,  and  arriving  at  the  Walla- Walla, 
or  Port  Vancouver,  within  three  months  of  their 
departure  from  the  Eastern  prairies.*  These  things 
have  esx^aped  the  Senator's  attention,  and  he  sees 
only  arid  sands  or  volcanic  rocks,  and  stern  im- 
passable barriers.  Without  meaning  anything  in- 
vidious, I  would  invite  him  to  contrast  these  re- 
gions, as  to  their  soil,  climate,  and  natural  ad- 
vantage^, with  some  of  the  old  thirteen  Slates  as 
they  now  ure.  Oregon  has  its  belts  of  sand:  so 
has  South  Carolina.  Oregon  has  its  mountains: 
so  has  Carolina.  Oregon  has  its  rainy  season: 
South  Carolina  has  its  hurricanes.  Oregon  has 
its  season  when  dews  alone  supply  moisture  to  the 
soil;  but  it  has  not  the  death-breathing  swamps  of 
South  Carolina.  Oregon  has  a  genial  climate, 
neither  parched  nor  frozen:  South  Carolina  has  her 
fierce  summer  heats  and  her  fatal  fevers. 

But  I  will  not  pursue  the  parallel;  for  all  coun- 
tries oifler  something  which  palriotiFm  in  each  hails 
as  a  peculiar  blessmg  denied  to  other  lands.  A 
word,  however,  of  the  climate  of  Oregon.  From 
actual  observations,  skilfully  recorded,  its  winter 
temperature,  near  the  coast,  is  about  that  of  Augusta, 
Oeorgia.  It  has  its  stated  seasons  of  wet  and  of  dry 
weather.    Like  the  entire  western  coast,  from  60 

There  are  four  paises  throagh  the  Rocky  fifouDtains.  The 
beat  one  waadticovered,  twelve  or  fifteen  years  since,  by  hunter* 
traders;  and  li  daecribed  in  report!  to  fhe  War  Depart* 
raent  by  Bleeen.  Aehley,  Pitcher,  Sublette,  Jackeon,  Hmiih.  and 
other*;  but  the  one  here  given  ia  from  MisBiooary  Parkar'a 
book: 

**On  the  lOill  of  Aoguat,  they  were  in  the  paaeage  of  the 
Rod^  Moantaina,  at  an  opening  recently  explored,  in  latitude 
42^  degrees  north,  apom  3  or  4  degrees  south  of  the  place  where 
Lewis  and  Clarke  crossed  and  recroseed  with  great  difficulty, 
above  thlr^years  before,  ucder  the  direction  of  Government. 
The  piiswiji  through  these  mountaioa  is  in  a  valley,  so  gradual 
inaaceot  and  descent,  that  !  should  not  have  known  that  we 
Were  passing  them,  had  it  not  been  that,  as  we  advanced,  the 
aimoaptiere  gradually  became  coider,  and  at  length  we  found 
the  perpetual  snows  upon  our  right  l>and  and  upon  our  left,  ale* 
▼ated  many  thousand  feet  above  us— in  some  places  ten 
thousand.  The  highest  parts  of  these  mountaioa  are  found,  by 
measurement,  to  be  eighteen  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  This  valley  was  not  discovered  until  some  years 
since.  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party,  more  than  twenty  v ear*  ago, 
weat near  it,  but  did  not  find  it,  though  in  search  of  some  (a- 
vomt>^  passage.  It  vatiea  in  width  from  five  to  twenty  miles; 
and,  following  its  courM,  the  disunce  through  the  mouatains 
Is  about  eighty  miles,  or  four  days'  iuumey.  Though  there 
na  SDnia  elevatiboa  and  depraaslooa  in  this  raWey,  yet.  com- 
psratirely  apeaking,  it  is  level.  There  would  be  do  difficulty 
in  the  w;iy  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
IPkcMc  ocean;  and,  probably,  the  time  osay  not  be  far  distant  t 
wfien  trlM  will  be  made  anbss  the  tontineoi,  aa  they  b«ro  I 
btiaiMd*loliii0aimWla»toeeenatiue'aweoderf.V'  I 


degrees  north  to  Chili,  it  has  a  much  miJder  cli- 
mate than  the  same  parallel  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
qur  continent.  There  is  no  part  of  the  territory  in 
which  !ands  fit  for  cnliivation  do  not  abound;*  for, 
in  the  tracts  where  rains  do  not  fall,  abundant  dews 
compensate  them;  and  great  facilities  for  irrigation 
exist.  Abundant  and  beantifui  rivulets  descend, 
on  all  sides,  from  the  snow-capped  mountains,  al- 
ways in  view;  and  one  gentleman"^— whose  peculiar 
opportunities  and  fitness  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment the  Senate  knows — declares  that  it  is  the  finest 
pastoral  country  he  has  ever  seen;  and  he  has  seen 
many.  AH  intelligent  obserrers  speak  with  de- 
light of  the  singular  beauty  of  its  scenery,  unrival- 
ed by  any  in  the  United  States.  As  to  maritime 
conveniences,  where  has  South  Carolina  a  port 
comparable  to  that  of  Puget's  and  others  within  the 
straits  of  De  Fuen;  where,  well-sheltered,  and  in 
water^kly  inconvenient ly  ^eep^  close  to  the  nat- 
ural sRT-wall,  a  thousand  men-of-war  may  lie"? 
Ha^jMjith  Carolina  a  river  like  the  Oregonl  If 
the^Himbia  has  impediments  as  its  mouth,  so  has 
every  harbor  on  our  Eastern  and  Southern  coast.  I 
desire  not  to  disparage  other  States,  but  only  to 
show  of  what  Oregon  is  capable  for  national  and 
individual  purposes,  were  its  resources  called  out. 
When  its  great  river  shB>M  have  fleets  of  pilot-boats, 
lighters, barges,  steam towboaU?,  light-houses,  and 
all  the  commercial  appliances  of  a  busy  population, 
the  impediments  of  its  eittrance  will  grow  no  more 
alarming  than  those  of  New  York,  or  of  our  other 
Eastern  harbors.  The  loss  of  the  Peacock  at  its 
mouth,  for  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  ihe  chan- 
nel, does  not  stamp  it  as  a  dangerous  entrance  or 
unsafe  roadstead. 

Though  these  statements  have  taxed  both  the 
time  and  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  I  could  not 
avoid  them.  They  were  indispensable,  to  coun- 
teract the  discouraging  and  disparaging  opinions 
so  strongly  pronounced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  To  these  allegations  of  mere  opinion 
and  authority,  it  was  nere^ary  to  oppcse  the  well- 
substantiated  fads  furnished  by  intelligent  eye- 
witnesses. 

Allow  me,  to  the  same  eflect,  to  cite  a  description 
of  the  country  lately  communicated  tome  ^y  Mr. 
Titian  ^eale,  an  accomplished  naturalist,  who  is 
well  known  in  science  for  the  part  which  he  bore 
in  Long's  expedition,  as  well  as  in  the  late  explo- 
ring vcyage  under  Lieutenant  Wilkes.  He  re- 
cently favored  me  with  the  following  letter: 

[Mr.  Peale  says  to  the  following  effect;  That  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  has  several  extensive  farms, 
with  mills,  &c.,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia. 
They  are  in  a  very  flourishing  condition;  supply 
usually  about  3,000  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  Russian 

---■  ^  _^  _    .        _  Mil- 

*f  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  follovvicg  extrsct  of  a 
statement  of  Mr.  Towosood,  the  ornithologist  aiiached  to  the 
National  Institute,  at  Washinjgton:  * 

•  **The  face  of  th«  country  from  Fort  Georec (Astoria)  to  Van- 
couver—a distance  of  e'ghiy  milen— is  very  much  of  a  uniform 
cbaracteri  consisting  of  alluvial  meadows  along  ihe  river  bankB, 
alternating  with  forests  of  pine,  oak,  &c.;  wltile  behind  are  rx- 
teosive  plains,  some  of  which  receive  estuariis  of  the  river, 
while  others  are  watered  by  lakes  or  pnnds,  many  of  thcra  f*o 
^  large  aa  to  remain  filled  during  the  whole  summer.  The  pine 
forests  are  very  extenalve,  the  trees  being  of  great  size,  and  the 
timber  extraordinarily  beautiful,  straight,  and  free  from  knots. 
Alt  the  limber  of  the  genus  pmt««,  of  which  there  are  a  great 
number  of  species,  is  gigantic,  when  compared  with  oiir  trees 
In  (his  part  of  the  world;  but  occasionally  one  is  met  with,  huge 
almost  beyondcomparison.  I  measured,  widi  Doctor  Oardhier, 
surgeon  of  the  fort,  a  pine  of  Uie  species  Douglasii,  which  had 
been  prostrated  by  the  wind.  Its  height  was  above  two  hun* 
dred  leet.  and  its  circumference  forty  five  feet!  Large  as  was 
this  specimen,  its  dimensions  are  much  exceeded  by  one  on  the 
Umptqua  river,  measured  by  the  late  Mr.  David  Douglasn. 
The  height  of  this  tree  was,  I  think,  nearly  three  kunUrtdfeet^ 
and  its  circomference//7y  «r/e«//  The  cones  of  this  pine, 
according  to  Mr.  Douglass,  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches 
in  length,  resembling  m  sise  and  form  sugar-loaves.  Oak  tim- 
ber Of  various  kinds,  and  of  thefiitit  quality,  is  abundant  along 
the  river,  as  well  as  the  button wi>od,  iplatanu^  oeeidentalu,) 
balsam  poplar,  (vopulus  kaliamifera,)  ash,  sweat  gum,  (Uqui- 
damber  9tifrac(flua,)  beech,  and  many  other  useful  kinds,  but 
no  hickory  or  walnut. 

'*The  Governor  of  Fort  Vancouver,  who  Is  an'active  agricul- 
turist, has  exerted  himself  for  several  years  in  raising  whatever 
appears  to  be  adapted  to  the  soil,  and  I  can  therefore  only  make 
knowo  the  results  of  his  experiments  so  fur  as  I  had  an  oppor- 
tuDiiy  of  observing  them.  Wheat,  rye,  barley,  pease,  and  culi- 
nary vegetables  of  all  kinds,  are  raised  in  ample  quantity.  The 
wheal  is  particularly  fine;  tall,  with  long  and  well  filled  heads. 
I  had  an  opportunity  subsequently  of  seeing  the  Chilian  wheat, 
which  isdeservedly  celebiated;  but  I  consider  it  decidedly  infe- 
rior to  that  crewn  on  the  Columbia.  Fruits  of  various  kinds, 
apples,  peaches,  plums,  dec.,  do  remarkably  well.  I  remember 
behur  particularly  strock,  uimhi  my  arrivsl  at  Vancouver  in  the 
autumn,  with  tfaedisoiay  of  apples  in  the  garden  of  the  fort. 
The  trees  were  crowded  with  fruity  so  that  every  limb  required 
to  be  sustained  by  a  prop.  The  apples  were  literally  packed 
along  the  braQChes,  and  so  closely  that  1  could  compare  them 
to  nothing  more  aptly  than  to  ropea  of  onions  is  tliey  are  some* 
timea  exhibHed  ipf  «te  to  our  marketa/' 


colony,  much  lumber  and  produce  of  the  dairy  to 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  He  mentions  their  herds 
of  cattle  and  sheep,  kept  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  Of  the  latter,  2,000  had  been  brought  by 
land  from  California,  just  before.ihe  arrival  of  the 
exploring  st^uadron. 

The  retainers  (^employees)  of  the  company  have 
numerous  farms  on  the  Wallamet,  south  of  the 
Columbia.  He  had  seen  the  contracts  under  which 
these  lands  are  granted.  They  are  to  the  effect 
which  we  have  before  recited. 

He  speaks  very  favorably  of  the  Americans  whom 
he  found  seuled  there.  They  cannot  embark  in 
commerce,  for  the  powerful  monopoly  of  the  com- 
pany would  always  ^  crush  ihem.  They  say, . 
however,  that,  personally,  it  treats  them  very  hon- 
orably. 

The  soil,  climate,  and  productions  are  such  as 
will,  at  no  distant  day,  give  the  country  the  same 
commercial  importance  on  the  Pacific,  as  we  hold 
on  the  Atlantic.  For  grain  or  lumber,  it  is  nearly 
equal,  if  not  quite,  to  the  United  States.  These 
command  ready  markets  on  the  Mexican  and  South 
American  coast,  and  in  the  many  islands.  The 
salmon-fishery  of  the  Columbia  can,  he  thinkF,  in  a 
few  years,  be  rendered  as  valuable  as  the  fisheries 
on  our  Eastern  coast.  In  this,  he  is  supported  by  a 
united  stream  of  testimony. 

The  country  (he  says)  only  wants  the  protection 
ofourlaws,  to  render  it  a  desirable  home  tor  Onr 
hardy  countrjrmen  of  the'interior.] 
'  Mr.  Linn  continued.  In  addition  to  the  agri- 
cultural wealth  which  would  be  rapidly  created  in 
this  fine  region,  the  noble  timber  which  it  affords, 
its  fisheries,  and  its  general  advantages  of  com- 
mercial position,  its  value  as  a  resort  for  our  ma- 
rine in  that  distant  sea,  where  we  have  such  great 
interests  afloat,  should  not  be  forgotten.  Of  these 
last,  under  the  late  events  in  China— certain  as  they 
are  to  bring  about  the  most  important  commercial 
changes — it  behoovesus  to  be  careful,  in  common 
with  the  other  great  trading  nations.  That  France 
is  already  on  the  alert,  we  see  in  her  late  seizure  of 
the  Marquesas. 

As  to  the  question  of  expense,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  may  have  already  seen  that  only 
half  the  sum  he  yesterday  supposed— 8100,000,  not 
$200,000— is  proposed  to  be  employed.  Whether 
or  not  the  countiy  is  worth  that  sum.  may,  in  ad- 
dition to  all  other  testimony,  be  judged  from  the  re- 
port of  your  recent  explormg  expedition;  of  which 
(costly  as  it  was)  one  of  the  most  definite  objects 
was  minutely  to  ascertain  the  condition,  value,  re- 
sources, and  capacities  of  the  territory.  Mr.  Wilkes 
speaks  in  the  mast  enthusiastic  terms  of  all  its 
elements  of  wealth  and  greatness. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  yesterday 
asked,  **  What  do  we  want  with  this  territory!"  To 
me,  sir,  it  seems  answer  enough  to  say,  that  your 
just  rights  grossly  neglected,  commercial  interests 
of  great  magnitude,  and  the  wishes  of  your  people, 
demand  its  occupation.  They  have  pressed  upon 
you  petitions  of  two  or  three  thousand  persons  at 
a  time,  anxious  to  migrate  thither  if  assnred  that 
you  will  maintain  your  title.  Nothing  but  distrust 
of  your  tardiness  and  timidity  withholds  them.  I 
myself,  while  urging  the  measure— always,  how- 
ever, with  that  moderation  of  which  I  have,  for  my 
own  justification,  been  forced  to  speak— have  al- 
ways fell  that  nothing  but  reiterated  discission 
would  ever  prepare  minds  here  for  action,  until  it  be- 
came, perhaps,  almost  too  late.  At  that  last  sta^e  of 
procrastination  I  look  upon  ourselves  as  now  arrived. 
Our  foreign  relations— and  especially  such  as  can 
be  artfully  spun  out— are  little  likely  ever  to  be,  in 
the  lapse  of  many  years,  in  a  situation  that  will 
better  allow  us  to  proceed.  Yet,  gentlemen  still 
answer  me, as  of  old,  "Wait!  wait!"  They  still, 
after  twenty-two  years  of  postponement,  find  the 
moment  inauspicious^  the  movement  i^ecipitale. 
As  ever,  there  is  "a lion  intke p<Uk"  When  were 
ever  such  dilatory  proceedings  safe  against  a  pow- 
erful,  an  active,  a  politic  adversary,  rapid  lo  grasp, 
and  slow  only  to  relinquish'?  If  we  arc  ever  to  as- 
sert our  rights,  it  must  be  most  speedily,  before 
they  lapse  in  to  the  hands  of  others,  from  long  undis- 
puted possession.  For,  raarlCthat  be  your  reserves 
of  treaties  jwhat  they  may,  England  has  long  en- 
ioyed,  and  is  every  'day  completing  and  guarding, 
ner  exclusive  possessions. 

I  have  no  personal  interest  in  this  measure 
— no  motive  but  such  as  I  have  in  common  with  all 
who  are  jealous  of  the  rights  andcareftil  of  the  in- 
terests of  our  coimtry.  Political  capital,  it  affords 
\  none;  and  if  it  did,  I  am  no  political  capitalist. 
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The  Oregon  Bill^Mr.  Linn. 


Whether  it  can  carry  any  advantage  or  disadvan- 
tage to  this  or  that  section,  I  have  not  considered, 
and  I  shall  not  consider.  Not  even  reputation  do  I 
expect  or  desire  from  my  efforts,  except  the  legiti- 
mate one  of  ha^ng  faithfaMy  discharged  my  duty 
to  such  a  question,  whether  as  a  Senator  or  a  citi- 
zen. 

As  to  this  easy  and  most  culpable  policy  of  eter- 
nal delays,  howeverj  have  you  not  already  by  it 
quadrupled  your  difficuliies  and  your  eventual 
losses')  Had  you  at  once,  on  recovering  possession 
of  Astoria  in  1818,  built  military  posts  and  provi- 
ded for  settlers,  you  never  would  have  heard  of 
the  British  pretensions  since  started.  The  same 
Dolicy  of  indecision  gave  you  the  difficulties  of  your 
Northeastern  question  and  the  disadvantages  of  its 
late  adjustment.  Sir,  the  country  of  an  offensive 
policy  (like  England)  always  gams,  and  that  of  a 
defensive  one  (like  ourselves)  always  loses,  by  ihese 
delajTs. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says  this 
is  the  first  instance  of  a  proposition,  under  this 
Government,  to  tound  a  colony  at  the  public  charge. 
No;  but  we  bought  them  ready  made  to  our  hands— 
and  splendid  acquisitions  they  were;  and,  strange 
to  bay,  as  powerful  arguments,  and  as  strong  lan- 
guage, were  used  against  the  purchase  of  Loui- 
siana, as  are  now  used  against  the  occupation  of 
Oregon. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  no  such  idea  has  been 
pni  forward  as  founding  a  colony  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. No  boon  is  asked,  but  a  verv  limited  one 
of  lands,  to  be  redeemed  from  the  wilderness;  and 
such  a  giit  has,  with  all  the  nations  of  the  globe, 
been  a  common  feature  in  the  first  planting  of  re- 
mote settlements.  Except  this,  and  the  protection 
of  your  laws,  nothing  is  claimed.  To  such  a 
method  you  owe  it  that  you  are  the  owners  of  this 
.broad  Union.  Of  Oregon,  you  can  never  other- 
•wise  take  possession;  and  the  only  fault  is,  thac  you 
have  been  so  tardy  to  put  it  in  practice.  Had  yon, 
before  the  time  of  Commodore  Porier,  secured 
your  foothold  there,  by  fortifying  a  port  on  the 
Columbia,  you  mi^ht  have  saved  millions  in  prop- 
erty and  commercial  advantages,  now  forever  lost 
and  forfeited.  Twenty  millions  of  dollars,  invest- 
ed by  your  citizens  in  the  whale  fisheries  alone  of 
these  seas,  yet  admonish  you  that  you  have  not  a 
m<iment  to  lose  in  securing  there  the  shelter  of  a 
commodious  harbor.  All  these  things— the  rela- 
tions you  are  establishing  with  the  Sandwich 
group— the  long  and  rich  coast-trade  of  the  Paci- 
fic— the  honor  and  the  rights  of  the  country — call 
upon  you  to  pass  this  bill. 

For  such  objects,  you  are  startled  at  an  appro- 
priation of  $100,000.  Mean  time,  for  an  extorted 
provision  of  your  late  treaty,  (Britain  telling  you 
that  if  you  did  not  carry  out  your  laws  for  repress- 
ing the  slave-trade,  she  wioufd  do  it  /or  you,)  you 
gladly  pay  an  annual  S'COO,000,  with  hymns  of 
praise  to  uie  great  negotiator  whose  transcendent 
abilities  brought  about  such  an  arrangement. 

So  much  lor  the  enormous  cost  of  this  npvel 
colonization;  and  now  as  to  its  novelty.  Sir,  have 
we  never  before  colonized!  Have  ycu  not,  at  an 
expense  of  millions,  removed  the  Indians  from 
vonr  .settled  States,  and  colonized  them  beyond  your 
border?  I  do  not  complain  of  that  measure:  nay, 
I  rejoire  at  it,  as  one  full  of  humanity;  but  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  point  out  lo  you  the  duties 
which  it  imposes  upon  yon  of  guarding  the  ex- 
posed parts  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  other 
Portions  of  your  Western  frontier  from  '  the 
angers  of  ihat  Indian  population;  to  keep 
which  in  check,  many  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  indispensable. 

Certainly  there  are  interests,  deemed  paramount 
in  some  parts  of  this  Union,  which  gentlemen  may 
conceive  as  likely  to  be  affected  by  this  bill.  I 
know  not  whether  the  growth  of  this  new  colony 
(if  you  choose  to  call  it  such)  is  to  give  a  future  pre- 
donderanceto  the  free  Slates,  or  not.  I  look  to  the 
territory  only  as  the  common  home  of  citizens 
from  every  part  of  the  Union.  When  numerous 
enouffh  to  form  a  distinct  sovereignty,  it  will  be 
lor  them  to  choose  whether  they  will  obe^,  or  not, 
the  great  law  of  consanguinity  and  of  similar 
freedom  which  so  strongly  impels  towards  each 
other  even  the  fragments  of  our  peculiar  race. 
By  that  sort  of  veamiog^  we  see  Texas  seeking 
to  reunite  herself  to  us,  in  spite  of  distance  and 
dispersion.  So  much,  indeed,  do  the  facilities  for 
intercourse  and  concentration  outj^o  the-causes  of 
separation  and  dispersion,  that  if  Texas  were 
a  fjree  State  instead  of  a  slave  State,  I  do  not 


^now  if  1  should,  on  the  other  score,  repel  her 
wish  to  become  a  member  of  this  Union. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
only  compression  within  narrow  limits  can  give  a 
high  state  of  civilization.  This  is  true,  or  fals^,  ac- 
cording to  the  idea  which  is  lo  be  affixed  to  the 
term  civULsali&n.  Is  it  formed  by  the  loftiest  in- 
tellectual results  among  a  certain  class  t  or  is  it 
the  purest  moral  culture  of  all  classes?  Christ- 
ianity, aided  only  by  ordinary  intelligence,  has 
done  more  to  humanize  and  to  elevate  mankind, 
than  all  the  intellectual  glories  of  Paganism  could 
ever  for  a  moment  effect.  That  Christianity  does 
not  shut  itself  up  in  narrow  bounds,  or  nurture  a 
national  selfishness.  Broad,  diffusive,  and  full  of 
all  the  chanties  of  man  to  man,  its  principle  is 
universal  brotherhood.  The  spirit  of  the  age  itself 
forbids  the  shutting  up  within  narrow  ^|[kits  the 
blessings  which  our  institutions  are  sofit^diffuse 
—blessings  which  the  active  and  expansim  gpirit 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  seems  fitted  andBpned 
to  spread  over  the  whole  earth.  I  carrot  for 
that  high  civilization  whose  standard  is  wealth  or 
power;  orthat  other,  which  erects  upon  partial  laws 
ihe  superiority  of  the  few.  I  am  not  a  lover  of 
the  civilization  which  takes  for  one  of  its  main 
instruments  great  corporate  associations— contriv- 
ances for  enabling  one  set  of  men  to  lord  it  over 
another.  None  of  these  is  the  high  civilization 
which  I  desire  for  this  country;  but  the  moral  cul- 
ture, the-general  intelligence,  the  careful  domestic 
education  and  discipline,  the  Christian  brother- 
hood of  a  whole  happy  and  virtuous  nation.  When 
we  give  scope  and  encouragement  to  this  virtuous 
social  activity,  we  best  perform  our  legislative 
part  as  to  the  work  of  civilization. 

To  talk  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  an  impassa- 
ble barrier,  is,  sir,  but  to  speak  as  folks  did  oi  the 
Alleghany  fiHy  years  ago.  Distance  is  almost  an- 
nihilated by  the  existing  state  of  things;  and,  vastly 
as  our  limits  have  been  extended,  they  have,  in 
point  of  time  and  difficulty,  contracted  almost  as 
much,  since  the  formation  of  our  Government;  so 
that  the  attendance  here  of  delegates  from  beyond 
the  Rocky  Mountains  really  involves  nothing  ab- 
surd, or  even  improbable. 

[Mr.  L.  here  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  ihe 
contract  usually  passed  between  the  Hudson  Bay 
Compaiiy  and  its  employees,  or  servants.  He  refer- 
red to  it  as  conclusive  proof  of  permanent  settle- 
ment, if  not  of  permanent  land  grants,  and  of  the 
firm  reliance  which  the  company  has  in  the  pledges 
of  the  British  Government.] 

He  went  on  to  argue  that  the  proposition  of  the 
British  ministers  to  Mr.  Gallatin  in  I826-'-27,  was  a 
palpable  admission  of  our  rights,  and  rendered  de- 
cisive by  the  attendant  circumstances.  They  then 
proposed  to  insert,  in  the  renewed  convention  then 
under  negotiation,  provisions  that  neither  pow- 
er should  assume  or  exercise  any  right  of  sov- 
ereignty or  dominion  over  any  part  of  the  country 
for  fitleen  years;  and  that  no  settlement  then  exist- 
ing, or  which  might  thereafter  be  formed,  should 
ever  be  adduced  by  either  party  in  support  of  any 
claim  of  sovereigntv  or  dominion.  This  proposi- 
tion was  referred,  by  our  negotiator,  to  the  Presi- 
dent, (Mr.  Adams,)  and  rejected,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  preclude  our  exercising  our  rights  of 
dominion  and  sovereignty.  The  proposition,  on' 
their  part,  is  more  than  a  tacit  admission,  and  its 
rejection  by  us,  upon  such  grounds,  an  assertion  of 
our  right  to  exercise  the  sovereignty,  while  their 
silence  as  to  that  reason  forms  a  fresh  assent  to  it. 

In  no  part  of  the  negotiations  is  there  a  word  to 
prove  that,  on  either  part,  a  doubt  was  entertained 
of  our  right  to  plant  military  posts.  Great  Britain, 
indeed,  clearly,  though  indirectly,  admits  it.  For 
Mr.  Ghillatin  says,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated 
at  London,  7th  August  1827,  that  **  there  was  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  colonize 
the  country,  or  to  impede  the  •progress  of  our  settle' 
menu.  But  Great  Britain  owed  protection  t^  her 
sutjeels  in  that  quarter,  and  could  not  admit  that 
they  should,  so  long  as  the  permanent  boundary 
was  not  settled,  be  liable  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction. 
Nor  would  her  interest,  or  a  due  legard  to  national 
character,  permit  her  to  acquiesce  in  an  exclusive 
military  occupation  of  the  country,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales." 

The  utmost  objeetion,  then,  which  can  be  inferred 
to  the  bill,  is  the  possibility  that  Great  Britain,  by  a 
future>djustment,  may  prove  entitled  to  territory 
within  which  may  lie  lands  assigned  .to  our  citi- 
zens imder  thetie  prospective  grants.  Bat  it  has  been 
already  abondantly  proved  that  Great  Britain  does  J 


this  through  her  Hudson  Bay  CompaBj.  Thef, 
ia  their  contracts,  grant  the  soil — a  soreieiga  act 
to  which  thejr  themselves  are  not  competent,  aai 
which,  therefore,  supposes  the  delegatioo  and  con- 
sent of  their  Government— a  Government  certainh 
not  unaware  of  what  they  are  doing  In  this  bebocK, 
and  notoriously  promising  them  itssopport  in  who- 
ever interests  or  settlements  may  grow  op  there. 

In  everything,  Britain  interprets  the  cooveac^a 
for  herself.  She  has  told  you  what  she  wooJd  doc 
and  what  she  would  permit  you  to  do.  She  am 
you  must  not  set  up  a  di^ikct  State  or  Territoral 
(Government  there;  but  that  you  may  do  as  she  has 
done— extend  to  that  territory  the  laws  of  ooeof 
your  other  Territories  or  States.  Well,  that  ia  all 
that  this  bill  proposes.  Never  before  was  the  treatf 
interpreted  as  tying  up  our  hands  from  the  exer- 
cise of  our  sovereignty;  that  constmction  is  &ov 
thrust  upon  us  for  the  first  time,  by  the  iear  of 
making  an  issue  with  Great  Britahi.  An  msae 
with  Britain!  Methinks,  sir,  there  is  small  need 
of  furnishing  issues  to  a  power  so  capable  of  erect- 
ing pretensions  out  of  anything;  and  Ntde  policj 
in  starting  claims  for  her,  to  whose  claims  joa 
always  succumb.  Seizing  upon  yonr  Northwest 
coast,  during  the  last  war,  she  has  ever  since  kept 
you  out  of  it,  from  year  to  year,  until  she  is 
able,  by  the  control  which  she  ha^  established 
the  Indians,  to  take  possession  of  your  riTers 
harborF,  and  virtaally  exclude  you  from  the 
of  your  own  shores. 

Senators  have  enlarged  upon  the  pacUfcc, 
even  the  fraternal  feelings  which  Great  Briaia 
manifested  towards  us  in  the  late  treaty.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  can  discover,  in  that  adjnstmeos, 
nothing  to  indicate  any  desire  of  peace,  except  i 
condition  of  our  yielding  her  everything- that 
in  contest.  You  gave  her  all  she  wanted;  and 
you  are  in  raptures  of  amazement  at  her  modera- 
tion and  humanity  in  not  going  to  war!  For  her 
violations  of  vour  territory  and  vessels,  too  took 
an  apology  which  she  did  not  design  to*  oSti  as 
such.  Of'^the  anomalous  McLeod  case,  she  com- 
plained loudly,  calling  lustily  upon  yoa  to  take  it 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities.  Toa  com- 
plied as  far  as  you  could,  and  apologized  for  aJl  thtt 
you  could  not;  taking  care,  meantime,  not  la 
irritate  her  by  too  much  mention  of  yoar 
greater  wrong— that  of  the  Caroline  and  the 
of  Dnrfee.  She  has  openly  told  you  to  car 
your  own  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slaTe-trade, 
or  she  would  do  it  for  you ;  she  has  plainly  told  yoe 
that  if  you  did  not  entorce  vour  laws  for  the  pfc» 
ervation  of  neutrality  on  the  Canadian  boraen, 
she  would  do  it  for  you;  and  you  have  medcly 
submitted,  promising  at  once  to  keep  op,  qd  the 
African  coast,  a  force  of  eighty  guns.  She  coai- 
plains,  and  yoti  make  amends;  she  claims,  and  ytn 
yield:  she  requires,  and  you  comply.  And  lo! 
are  delightea  and  amazed  at  her  wonderfully 
cific  temper!  War,  sir!  Why,  what  exc 
could  she  have  for  talking  of  it,  when,  to  stop  her 
mouth,  you  have  given  her  all  she  demanded  aad 
when,  to  gratifV  her,  you  incur  an  expenditore  of 
three  millions  in  five  years;  while  we  are  told  that, 
for  this  important  bill,  the  treasury  cannot  bm^dca 
itself  whh  a  single  outlay  of  S100,000. 

I  should  deplore  a  war,  however  necessair; 
but,  deploring  it,  I  should  none  the  more  shrink 
from  it,  if  the  rights,  the  interests,  or  the  honor  of 
my  country  demanded  it.  When  any  of  them 
were  decisively  at  stake,  not  even  before  the  formi- 
dable power  of  Great  Britain  would  I  hesitale  fer 
a  moment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  sack 
result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Its  probable  ft 
fects  will  be  to  bring  the  two  Governments  to  sectke 
necessity  of  promptly  and  definitively  settling  this 
long-discassed  and  loog-agitated  sabject,  before 
British  and  American  interests  in  the  Terricory  cf 
Oregon  become  so  commingled,  yet  so  vanaat, 
as  to  close  the  door  to  any  other  mc^od  of  a^joM* 
ment,  but  a  reson  to  arms. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measnrm  for 
the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  T^rinry 
of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  poitioDa  ef  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  orer  the  same,  aftd  for 
6ther  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  bythe  Senate  and  Bmut  of  Mkmt' 
sentalives  of  ihe  United  StaUsof  Americm^  mO» 
gress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  IMed 
Slates  is  hereby  authorized  and  reqaired  loeaam  to 
be  erected,  at  suitable  plaees  and  djataaeai^  a  Uaeef 
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<oekade  and  blockhouse  forts,  not  exceeding  five 
n  number,  from  some  point  on  the  Missouri  and 
ftjrkansas  rivers,  into  the  best  pass  /or  entering  the 
ralley  of  the  Oregon;  and,  also,  at  or  near  the 
noatn  of  the  Columbia  river. 

Xhat  provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  law  to 
lecure  and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or 
>ue  section  of  land,  to  every  white  male  inhabitant 
3f  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
^ears  and  upward,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the 
same  for  five  consecutive  years;  or  to  his  heir  or 
bcir»-at-law,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  of  his  decease. 
Ajid  to  every  such  inhabitant  or  cultivator  (being  a 
married  man)  there  shall  be  graoted,  in  addition, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife  of  said  hus- 
band, and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-acres to  the  father  for  each  child  under  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  may  have,  or  which  may  be 
bom  -within  the  five  years  aforesaid. 

That  no  sale,  alienation,  or  contract  of  any  kind, 
shall  be  valid,  of  such  lands,  before  the  patent  is 
issued  therefor;  nor  shall  the  same  be  liable  to  be 
taken  in  execution,  or  bound  by  any  jud^^ment, 
mortgage,  or  lien,  of  any  kind,  before  the  patent  is 
so  issued;  tmd  all  pretended  alienations  or  contracts 
for  alienating  sucn  lands,  made  before  the  issuing 
of  the  patents,  shall  be  null  and  -void  against  the 
settler  nimself,  his  wife,  or  widow,  or  against  his 
heirs-at-)aw,  or  against  purchasers,  after  the  issu- 
ing of  the  patent. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  two  additional  Indian  agents, 
with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  each,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  (under  his  direction  and  control)  to 
^iperintend  the  interests  of  the  United  States  with 
any  or  every  Indian  tribe  west  of  any  agency  now 
established  by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  ouierwise  appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
rovisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  civil 
and  crimiaal  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  and 
district  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  extended  over  that  part  of  the  In- 
dian territories  lying  west  of  the  present  limits  of 
the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  south  of  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountams,  and  north  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  any  State;  and/ also, 
over  the  Indian  territories  comprising  the  Kocky 
Mountains  and  the  country  between  them  and  the 
Pacific  ocean,  south  of  fifty- four  degrees  and  forty 
minutes  bf  north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty- 
second  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  justices  of  the 
peace  may  be  appointed  for  the  said  territory,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  powers,  as 
now  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory 
of  Iowa:  Provided^  That  any  subject  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  who  shall  have  been  arrest- 
ed under  tbe  provisions  of  this  act  for  any  crime  al- 
leged.to  have  been  committed  within  the  territory 
westward  of  the  Stony  or  Rooky  Mountains,  while 
the  same  remains  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  citi- 
zens, and  subjects  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain,  nursuant  to  stipulations  between  the  two 
powers,  snail  be  delivered  up,  on  proof  of  his  being 
such  British  subject,  to  the  nearest  or  most  conve- 
nient authorities  having  cognizance  of  such  ofience 
by  the  laws  ot  Great  Britam,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  prosecuted  and  tried  according  to  sucn  laws. 
Ssa  3.  And  he  Ufuriker  enacied,  That  one  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  in  addition  to  the  number  now  authorized 
by  law,  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  President,  be 
appointed,  to  hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenure 
and  for  the  same  time,  receive  the  same  compen- 
sation, and  possess  all  the  powers  and  authority  con- 
ferred by  law  upon  the  associate  judges  of  the  said 
Territory;  and  one  judicial  district  shall  be  organ- 
ized by  the  said  supreme  court,  in  addition  to  the 
existing  number,  in  reference  to  the  jurisdiction 
conferred  by  this  act;  and  a  district  court  shall  be 
held  in  the  said  district  by  the  judge  of  the  supreme 
coiirt,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  said  court 
shall  direc^,  and  the  said  dstrict  court  shall  pos- 
sess all  the  powers  and  authoritv  vested  in  the 
present  district  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
maVf  in  like  manner  appoint  its  own  clerk. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacUdy  That  anyjq5« 
tice  of  the  peace,  appointed  in  and  for  the  territor/es 
described  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shfAl 
have  power  to  cause  All  offenders  against  the  L^ 
of  the  United  States  to  be  arrested  by  ^^P«^^ 


as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  to  com- 
mit such  offenders  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  in  the 
same  cases  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  in 
relation  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  and  to  cause  the 
offenders  so  commiiiedto  be  conveyed  to  the  place 
appointed  for  the  holding  of  a  distnct  court  for  the 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  nearest  and  most  conve- 
nient to  the  place  of  such  commitment,  there  to  be 
detained  for  trial,  by  such  persons  as  shall  be  au- 
thorized for  that  purpose  by  any  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  Territory;  or  where  such  offenders  are  Brit- 
ish subjects,  to  cause  them  to  be.  delivered  to  the 
nearest  or  most  convenient  British  authorities,  as 
hereinbefore  provided;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
commitment,  removal,  and  detention  shall  be  paid 
in  the  sanie  manner  as  provided  by  law  in  respect 
to  the  fees  of  the  marshal  of  the  said  Territory. 

REMARKS  OF  Mr.  WELLER, 

OP  OHIO. 
In  the  Hffuse  of  Bepresentalives,  February  17,  1843 — 

On  the  army  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  appropriating 
S150,000  to  the  continuation  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Missou- 
ri, and  Arkansas  rivers,  being  under  considera- 
tion?— 

Mr.  WELLER  said  He  desired  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  pending  amendment.  He  woald 
not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  when  so  many 
important  bills  remain  to  be  disposed  of,  obtrude 
any  remarks  upon  the  House,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
fact  that  theiState  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent,  was  deeply  interested  in  this  measure. 
As  a  Representative,  sent  here  to  watch  over  her 
interests,  he  could  not  consent  to  have  a  vote  taken 
on  this  proposition,  without  presenting  some  facts 
whicb  he  deemed  of  importance. 

The  amendment  appropriates  $150,000  to  con- 
tinue the  improvements  heretofore  commenced 
(and  for  so^e  time  past  suspended)  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Western  rivers.  It  is  presented  here 
as  an  isolated,  independent  proposition,  having  no 
connexion  wliaiever  with  any  other  public  work, 
and  relying  for  support  exclusively  upon  its  own 
merits.  For  one,  he  preferred  that  it  should  come 
before  us  in  this  form;  for  he  utterly  abhorred  the 
^^log'ToUing  system,"  which  had  too  frequently 
been  introduced  into  our  legislation  here— a  sys- 
tem calculated  to  corrupt  legislation  and  plunder 
the  treasury,  by  involving  the  Government  in  ap- 
propriations not  demanded  by  the  public  weal.  He 
would  have  each  measure  to  stand  or  fall  upon  its 
own  merits; ,  and,  unless  he  could  satisfy  gentlemen 
that  the  public  interest  required  that  this  expendi- 
ture should  be  made,  he  would  be  content  to  see  it 
defeated. 

■ 

Mr.  W.  said,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  import- 
ance of  the  uninterrupted  navigation  of  these  riv-  * 
ers,  it  was  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  immense 
region  of  territory  interested  therein,  the  vast 
amount  of  commerce  floating  upon  these  waters, 
and  the  large  number  of  persons  whose  lives  were 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  the  obstructions  which  this 
appropriation  is  designed  to  remove.  The  work 
was  one  of  importance  to  the  Union  generally,  but 
especially  so  to  that  portion  of  cmr  population  re- 
siding in  the  vicinity  of  these  rivers.  Eleven 
States — cootafning  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  Union— were  directly  in- 
terested in  the  navigation  of  these  rivers.  A  vast 
amount  of  the  produce  which  we  send  to  our  At- 
lantic brethren,  and  which  is  either  consumed  by 
them,  or  shipped  to  foreign  ports,  as  well  as  the 
goods  which  we  receive  in  return,  passes  over  these 
rivers;  and  hence  the  work  is  one  of  a  general 
character,  in  which  the  whole  Union  is  more  or  less 
interested.  If,  as  is  contended  by  some  gentlemen 
who  are  "wise  above  what  is  written,"  Congress 
has  not  the  constitutional  power  to  open  these  great 
national  channels  of  commerce,  by  removing  the 
obstructions  which  impede  or  endanger  their  nav- 
igajtion,  then  the  Federal  Government  is  an  imprac- 
ticable machine.  Although  a  strict  constructionist 
himself,  he  was  not  willing  to  give  such  an  inter- 
pretation to  the  Constitution  as  would  make  that  in- 
strument a  dead  letter.  Whilst  he  admitted  that  the 
Federal  Government  had  not  the  power  to  go  into 
the  States  and  construct  improvements  of  a  local 
character,  yet  he  contended  that,  when  the  work 
was  of  a  general  and  national  character,  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  whole  Re^blie-^such  as  the  im- 


provement of  these  rivers,  or  the  making  of  har- 
tx)rs  for  our  commerce,  or  building  of  light-houses— 
we  had  the  power.  Such  had  been  tbe  construc- 
tion given  to  the  Constitution  by  its  framers,  and 
by  the  wisest  statesmen  from  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  would  not  be  rigni,  even  if  it  were  practi- 
cable, to  compel  the  States  lying  near  these  rivers  to 
make  these  improvements. 

Some  gentlemen  from  New  York,  who  have 
spoken  against  this  ameodmeoL,  seem  to  think  that 
all  the  commerce  of  this  country  floats  upon  the 
Hudson  river!  No  doubt  they  were  sincere  in 
this  opinion;  but,  if  they  could  find  leisure  to  trav- 
el a  little— especially  if  they  would  venture  so  far 
as  to  cross  the  Alleghanies,  and  look  into  the 
vast  and  fertile  valley  which  stretches  along  these 
rivers, — they  might,  perhaps,  be  convinced  that 
there  was  some  liule  commerce  besides  that  which 
floats  on  the  Hudson !  A  man  sometimes  gains  a 
good  deal  of  information  by  gelling  far  enough 
from  heme  to  lose  sight  of  the  smoke  of  his  own 
dwelling.  He  might  point  these  gentlemen  to  his 
own  proud  State— one  of  the  junior  members  of 
this  Confederacy— a  State  which,  a  little  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  lay  nearly  in  a  state  of  nature,  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  inhabited  by  wild  beasts  and 
savage  men;  but  which,  under  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  her  hardy  and  independent  sons,  had 
been  made  to  "bloonl  and  blossom  as  tbe  rose"— a 
State  which  now  numbered  more  than  a  million 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  and  whose  boundless 
natural  resources  justified  the  fondest  anticipations' 
of  her  future  greatness.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  let 
these  Hudson-river  gentlemen  go,  into  Ohio — al- 
ready the  third  State  in  the  Union— and  they  will 
learn,  possibly,  to  their  astonishment,  that  there  are 
civilized  people  beyond  the  mountains,  who  are 
entitled  to  some  of  the  benefits  of  your  legislation. 
They  would  find  a  soil  as  productive  as  any  upon 
the  iaee  of  the  earth,  and  a  people  as  enlightened 
and  patriotic  as  the  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union.  It  might  enlarge  the  patriotism  of 
some  of  these  Southern  gentlemen,  too,  who  are 
constantly  prating  about  Southern  rights,  if  they  per- 
mitted their  vision  to  ex  tend  a  little  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  own  impoverished,  worm-eaten  districts. 
But  he  had  not  risen  to  disparage  other  States,  or 
bestow  a  eulogy  on  his  own.  Ohio  needed  no  com* 
mendation  from  him.  The  Indian  wars  of  the 
West,  the  victorious  battles  in  which  the  country 
has  been  engaged,  can  attest  ^he  gallantry,  the  da- 
ring chivalry,  and  exalted  patriotism  of  her  sons. 
Her  internal  improvements,  her  roads  and  canals, 
her  magnificent  public  institutions,  her  inexhausti- 
ble resources,  the  rapid  progress  she  has  made  in 
everything  calculated  to  dignify  human  nature, 
must  attest  her  greatness. 

These  gentlemen,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  when  asked 
to  make  a  small  appropriation  to  lie  expended  in 
the  West,  reply  that  they  cannot  go  with  us  unless 
we  will  vote  large  sums  to  the  improvement  of 
their  rivers— something  must  be  done  for  the  Hud- 
son river.  If  the  facts  presented  in  relation  to  that 
river  make  out  a  case  half  as  strong  as  ours,  then 
he  pledged  himself  to  go  for  it.  But  some  of  these 
gentlemen,  who  oppose  this  amendment,  could  very 
coolly  vote  S120,0(X)  out  of  the  treasury  to  purchase 
columns  to  adorn  the  Boston  custom-house.  They 
could  expend  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  in 
building  two  custom-houses  in  the  North;  but  when 
we  ask  them  forSl50,000to  remove  the  obstructions 
which  are  daily  destroying  the  property  and  lives 
of  our  people  in  the  West,  we  are  favored  with 
homilies  on  economy  I  He,  too,  was  in  favor  of 
economy;  and  more  especially  now,  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  national  treasury.  He  would  not 
vote  for  any  appropriation  to  works  of  this  char- 
acter, unless  clearly  satisfied  that  the  public  inter- 
est imperiously  demanded  it.  He  held  that  this 
was  an  expenditure  absolmely  necessary,  and  to  re- 
fuse it  would  be  anything  else  but  economy. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  always  voted  liberally  to- 
wards the  increase  and  support  of  the  navy,  al- 
though no  portion  of  the  vast  sums  appropriated 
were  to  be  expended  in  his  section  of  the  country. 
He  had  gone  as  far  as  the  public  interest  would 
justify  with  Atlantic  gentlemen,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  harbors  and  light-houses  to  protect  their 
commerce;  and,  as  he  before  remarked,  he  was 
ready  to  go  for  an  appropriation  to  the  Hudson 
river,  if  the  facts  were  sufficient  to  warrant  it. 
This  river  (about  which  we  hear  so  much)  was, 
he  believed,  navigable  only  about  160  or  170  miles; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  have  8ome|;eiUleiiia&  from 
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r^ew  York  give  him  an  estimate  of  the  commerce 
which  floated  on  its  waters. 

Mr.  Babnaro  said  he  was  ready  to  inform  the 
gentleman;  bat  he  should  be  glad  first  to  know 
whax  were  the  gentleman's  own  notions  as  to  the 
probable  amount  about  which  he  inquired.  From 
the  tone  of  the  gentleman's  remarks,  he  should  sup- 
pose he  thought  there  was  no  commerce  on  the 
Hudson  at  all 

Mr.  Wellbr  replied  that  he  had  said  nothing  to 
authorize  such  a  supposition.  All  he  had  said  was, 
that  there  was  iome  commerce  in  this  country  oth- 
er than  that  which  passed  over  the  Hudson — a  fact 
which,  from  the  tenor  of  their  remarks,  they  seem- 
ed to  doubt.  He  had  travelled  upon  the  Hudson, 
and  knew  that  the  business  on  that  river  was  exten- 
sive; but  at  the  same  time  he  was  unwilling  that  it 
should  be  set  down  as  equal  to  the  commerce  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Barnard  stated  that  the  value  of  the  com- 
merce yearly  floating  on  the  Hudson  was  about 
$60,000,000. 

Mr.  WbLler.  And  did  the  gentleman  actually 
suppose  that  the  entire  commence  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  only  amounted  to  $^,000,0001 
Why,  sir,  at  least  that  amount  descends  the  Missis- 
sippi and  enters  the  single  port  of  New  Orleans  ev- 
ery year.  Take  the  amount  which  enters  that  port: 
to  this  add  the  value  ol  the  cargoes  ascending,  and 
the  coast  trade,  and  you  will  have  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  as  the  value  of  the 
commerce  floating  on  ihe  Mississippi  every  year. 
If  you  estimate  the  trade  between  the  towns  on  the 
other  rivers,  and  the  value  of  the  goods  shipped  at 
Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  for  the  West  and  South- 
west, you  will  have,  as  the  gross  amount  of  the 
commerce  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  iribuiaries,  at 
least  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  what  proportion  of  this  was 
on  the  Ohiol 

Mr.  Weller  said  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
answer  that  question,  but  could  give  him  tne  infor- 
mation afler  he  closed  his  remarKs. 

Mr.  Triplett  said  that  it  was  about  seVenty-one 
millions. 

Mr.  Weller  resumed.  The  Ohio  is  navigable 
from  Pittsburg  to  the  mouih — a  distance  of  1,000 
miles;  the  Mississippi,  from  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thoov  to  the  ocean — a  distance  of  2,000  miles.  The 
whole  number  of  steamboats  which  plied  upon  the 
Western  rivers  iu  1842  is  set  down  at  450— worth 
$"7,200,000.  These  boats,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  navigation,  and  other  causes, 
must  be  replaced  every  j&ve  years,  as  few  of  them 
will  endure  service  for  a  longer  period.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  4,000  flat-boats,  worth  «420,000,  descend 
the  Mississippi  every  year;  and.  as  they  do  not,  of 
course,  return,  this  is  an  annual  expenditure.  An 
intelligent  committee  at  Cincinnati — from  whose 
report  I  have  (said  Mr.  W.)  gathered  many  of  my 
facts— estimate  Ihe  number  of  persons  employed  in 
the  navigation  of  these  rivers  at  40,000.  Here., 
then,  you  have  this  vast  amount  of  property,  ana 
the  lives  of  these  40,000  men,  besides  the  thousands 
of  passengers,  with  their  properly,  who  are  daily 
ascending  and  descending  these  rivers,  placed  in 
such  imminent  peril  by  your  refusal  to  remove 
these  obstructions.  Some  small  appropriation  had 
been  made  in  foimer  year$,  and  the  most  beneficial 
results  had  been  produced.  B^ween  the  years 
1822  and  1827,  (5  years,)  the  value  of  the  boats,  in- 
cluding cargoes,  lost  hy  snags  alone,  which  could 
have  been  easily  removed,  is  estimated  at  $1,362,500. 

From  1827  to  1832,  (fiv^  years,)  owing  to  the  ap- 
propriations made  by  Congress  to  remove  these  ob- 
stacles, we  find  that  the  losses  are  reduced  to 
$381,000;  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  number  of 
boats  had,. in  the  meanwhile,  largely  increased. 
Had  those  eflbrts  been  followed  up  vigorously,  the 
navigation  of  these  rivers  would  now  be  compara- 
tively safe;  but  they  have  been  neglected,  and  a 
frightful  loss  of  life  and  property  had  been  the  con- 
sequence. During  the  seventeen  months  preceding 
last  December,  seventy  two  steamboats,  worth,  apart 
from  their  cargoes,  $1,200,000,  had  been  destroyed; 
at  least  sixty-five  of  this  number  had  been  lost  upon 
the  snags  and  bars  which  a  small  expenditure 
could  have  removed..  A  statement  was  laid  on  our 
tables  this  morning,  showing  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erly lost  on  each  one  of  these  rivers,  in  1840,  1841, 
and  1842,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  gross 
amount  of  propcity  lost  in  those  three  years  was 
$2,532,078.  He  regreUed  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  show  the  vast  number  of  lives  lost  with- 
in that  periodi 


Besides  the  obstructions  already  alluded  to^  there 
are  some  of  a  legislative  character  deeply  am^cting 
our  interests.  We  are  compelled  to  pay  enormous 
tolls  to  the  Louisville  Canal  Company,  in  which 
the  General  Qovemment  has  invested  $^,200. 
That  company  has  for  some  years  past  been  dividing 
18  per  cent,  (the  maximum  allowed  by  law)  amongst 
its  stockholders,  and  the  General  Government  has 
already  received  a  considerable  sum  over  and 
above  the  amount  paid  for  its  stock.  A  steam- 
boat worth  $25,000,  of  300  tons  burden,  must  pay 
$180  every  time  it  passes  up  or  down  the  Ohio; 
and  this  is,  of  course,  a  tax  upon  our  commerce, 
in  part  for  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  Government  should,  in  his  opinion,  purchase 
the  whole  amount  of  the  stock,  and  make  the  nav- 
igation of  the  river  entirely  free;  or  else  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  reduce  tne  tolls  to  a  reasonable 
amount.  We  are  also  compelled,  in  consequence 
of  the  dangers  in  the  navigation  of  these  rivers,  to 
pay  a  fiirfiier  tax  of  from  12  to  16  per  cent,  to  ef- 
fect an  insurance  upon  our  boats. 

With  these  facts  before  the  House,  he  called 
upon  gentlemen  to  say  whether  the  public  interest 
did  not  demand  that  this  appropriation  should  passl 
Will  gentlemen,  whose  duty  it  is  to  look  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  country,  and  so  legislate  as  to 
advance  it,  refuse  to  give  us  $150,000  to  a  work, 
the  magnitude  of  which  has  been  so  fblly  estab- 
lished! Will  they  suffer  our  property  to  be  lost, 
our  commerce  ruined,  and  the  lives  of  our  people 
destroyed,  for  the  want  of  a  few  dollars  from  the 
national  treasury  to  remove  the  snags  and  bars  in 
these  waters'?  He  appealed  to  the  generosity— to 
the  magnanimity — to  the  justice  of  gentlemen,  in 
behalf  of  this  appropriation.  If  they  turn  a  deaf 
ear  upon  all  our  entreaties  now,  let  me  tell  them 
^id  Mr.  W.)  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
West  will  have  its  proper  weight  and  influence  in 
the  national  councils.  In  the  next  Congress,  its 
relative  strength  will  be  much  increased;  and  we, 
who  have  always  been  amongst  the  first  to  arm  in 
defence  of  the  country — we,  who  have  patiently 
borne  more  than  our  snare  of  the  taxes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, will  do  to  ourselves  that  justice  which 
you  have  denied  us.  He  had  no  idea  he  would  be 
m  the  next  Congress  himself;  but  he  trusted  he 
would  be  succeeded  by  some  one  as  devotedly  at- 
tached  to  Ohio  as  he  was,  and  who  would  be  able 
to  do  more  than  he  had  done  to  advance  her  in- 
terests. The  great  West,  in  her  rapid  career,'  must 
ere  long  control  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  and 
her  interests  could  not  much  longer  be  overlooked. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  G.  DAVIS, 

OP  KENTUCKY. 

In  Vie  House  of  Representatives,  January  19,  1843-^ 
Against  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vo?e  by 
which  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives.  • 

Mr.  Speaker:  1  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  and  I  shall  vote  against  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  act  of  repeal  tha  t  has  passed  this  House. 
In  this  course,  my  justification  is,  that  I  represent 
the  deliberate  will  of  my  constituents.  I  conceive 
that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Representative  to  hear- 
ken to  mere  popular  ebullition — and,  indeed,  where 
he  has  important  information,  not  possessed  by 
those  whom  he  represents,  he  may  otten  be  under 
the^ighest  obligations  to  act  contrary  to  their  opin- 
ions; but  upon  measures  which  they  have  had  time 
and  opportunity  to  examine,  and  have  come  to  a  con- 
siderate judgment  upon,  it  would  be  infideliiy  on 
his  part  not  to  submit  himself  to  their  will.  The 
bankrupt  law  has  been  scanned  by  my  constituents, 
with  all  the  lights  afibrded  by  repeated  and  elabo- 
rate discussions  in  Congress  and  in  the  newspapers; 
ihey,  by  a  large  majority,  condemn  it  unequivo- 
cally; and  my  relation  of  Representative  to  them 
requires  my  conformity. 

This  debate,  though,  has  wandered  from  the  par- 
ticular subject-  under  consideration,  and  has  as- 
sumed a  general  political  character,  which  I 
neither  condemn  nor  regret,  as  I  believe  it  will  b^ 
beneficial  to  the  country.  There  is  always  time 
enough  for  proper  legislation;  indeed,  one  Of  the 
besetting  vices  of  our  system  is  too  much  legisla- 
tion. In  my  opinion,  if  one-half  of  every  session 
was  employed  in  revising  ill  digested  legislation, 
exposing  and  correcting  the  perversion  and  non- 
execution  of  the  laws,  scrutinizing  administrative 
abuses  and  delinquency,  and  holding  in  check  the 
inherent  and  ever  active  tendency  ot  the  Executive 
to  absorb  all  the  powers  of  the  Qovenunent,  it 


would  be  well  appropriated.    Thascs&Qot 
without  the  existence  of  conflicting  pv^es^jnil 
rejoice  Chat  such  do,  as  they  ever  will,  uist  ia  '•* 
Country,  whilst  it  preserves  the  form  and  the 
of  freedom.    But  I  tiUerly  reject  the  det 

party,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  fromM; 

setts,  [Mr.  Coshino,]  from  this  view.  .  He  i(^ 
us  that  party  is  *'an  association  of  men  Peeking  % 
get  into  power."  This  is  pithy  and  casmfeM. 
sive,  and  accurately  defines  the  clique  to  TOicH^ 
now  belongs..  It  is  faction,  profligate  faction.^, 
ties  are  formed  upon  a  difference  of  opinloii  ji\>b> 
lation  to  legislative  or  administrative  meiMiKi; 
they  now  (Hvide,  and  they  have  always  divj^Ed, 
the  American  people;  and  where  they  are  charfc^ 
terized  by  moderation,  love  of  country  and  of  ti|ft, 
they  constitute  the  good  genius  of  popular  GbdJj. 
I  admit  that  they  are  too  oAen  degmed,^  o^ 
mingling  the  ol^ecis  and  spirit  of  faction  tLtM 
operations;  and  yet  it  is  a  source  of  abi41iig|^iRIS- 
cation  to  me,  that  if  the  Whig  party  nowUdtbe 
power  of  this  Government,  it  would  be  continiiallf 
subject  to  the  scrutiny  and  assaults  of  a  strOQ^ibd 
talented  opposition.  Irresponsible power^tluigr^. 
est  of  corrupting  influences  upon  men;  sndf  ll^it 
never  to  see  its  existence  in  0Qrsy$tem.  hsA' 
mated  by  this  spirit,  1  propose  to  enior  into  l^ 
discussion,  and  to  make  some  strictures  upo&tbi 
existing  Administration,  and  upon  those  who  st% 
port  it. 

The  gentleman  from  M»wmohiiwH<  [Mt.  CtM- 
ing]  commenced  his  speech  this  monang  bf  ti- 
suminga  most  extraordinary  and  miwaimiihie 
position.  He  deliberatdy  said  to  this  Boose^  Ak, 
at  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  an  only  alma- 
live  was  presented  to  genilepien-— "either  Iheatp- 
port  of  the  constitutional  Administraiion  of  loe 
Qovemment,  under  the  lead  of  the  Fre^de^ 
or  of  a  factious  anarchy,  under  the  lead  of  aa 
ex-Senator  from  Kentucky,"  [Mr.  Clay  J  I 
would  ask  the  gentlenoan  if  the  principles  of  ib^ 
Senator  had  not  been  distinctly  and  repeatedly  as- 
folded  in  measures  which  he,  with  cbaracterigie 
frankness,  had  urged  both  upon  Congress  and  ^ 
the  counijy,  almost  times  without  number,  dany 
the  last  twenty  yearsi  and  whether  the  gentleoa 
himself  had  not  given  a  Jong,  oft-renewed,  andtm- 
qualified  adhesion  to  those  measures?  Did  t^ 
distinguisbed  individual  put  forth  any  new  pri&- 
ciples,  or  originate  any  new  measnresl  HeoBh 
proposed  and  advocated  thos«^  measures  wkki 
formed  the  distinctive  policy  of  the  Whig  paitj, 
and  which  involved  the  great  principles  that  coe- 
stitute  the  peculiar  canons  of  its  political  faith. 
But  the  gentleman  tells  us  measures  are  not  rp* 
ciples.  '  If  his  meaning  be,  that  tht  sevei^priftcifia 
are  his,  and  that  measures  are  not  his  principlet,  I 
agree  with  him;  but  it  is  not  so  with  ime  WJaf. 
All  the  measures  which  we  support  involve  in- 
portant  principles;  and  we  measure  the  valae  of 
public  men  by  the  ability  and  fldeli^  with  whick 
they  maintain  them. 

But  let  us  look  something  further  ifilo  this 
charge  of  factious  anarchy,  which  tbegeatkiia 
charges  Mr.  Clay  aiKl  the  Whigs  to  haveprodieed 
in  the  Government  at  the  extra  session.  He  bis 
reiterated  this  allegation  frequently,  and  in  rh 
riousfbrms.  In  a  former  ^>eech  on  thissobjcGtbc 
says:  ^' We  have  seen  the  Whig  party  horl  itself  in 
the  madness  of  desperation,  against  the  fixed aod 
immovable- Government  and  ConstitiitioD;a]idtl|it 
party  had  been  dashed  to  pieces  at  in  feet"  Apas: 
"If  you  will  not  co-operate  with  the  Prcsideot  it 
carrying  on  the  Gk>vemment,  which  isjroQrlDsb> 
est  duty,  he  must  seek  the  aid  of  your  adversanes." 
The  gentleman  from*  Indiana  [Mr.  Ksnhiot]  (al- 
lows in  a  speech,  and  takes  to  nimself  and  his  as- 
sociates (the  Democrats)  great  credit  for  soppon- 
ing  the  administration  of  John  Tyler,  whom  be 
pronoimces  to  be  an  honest  old  soal.  This  patnttie 
pretension  has  oAen  been  made  hr  that  paitf  md 
its  prints;  but  how  arrogantly  and  falsely,  will  be 
seen. 

Dnring  the  last  Congress,  the  Democrats  bad  ue 
majority  in  both  Houses;  and  yet  they  not  aBl7I^ 
fused  to  make  appropriations  to  pay  debtsto  alirr 
amount,  which  they  themselves  xutd  contradedw 
left  unpaid,  but  they  wilfully  neglected  to  affro- 
priate  ntoney  necessary  for  the  current  va^kvf- 
vice,,  and  even  to  provide  the  ways  anameiBitD 
raise  the  sums  which  they  did  tott,  Tht  pRB* 
dential  election  was  impeDdtng,  aodtiidrpi^ 
was  to  produce  a  seemisg,  bm  iilvsiye,  kvt>*<^ 
ment.  The  consequence  wonld  brnvr^ea,  bat 
for  tlM  extxA  tanioiii  and  the  a^ditigaal  i«n>"^ 
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tbcvraiM  by  Whig  mearares,  that  there  wcmid 
litfel)tfea  a  deficit  in  the  treasury^  at  the  end,  of 
h^tnirtni  year,  of  about  five  milltons  of  tlollars, 
>r'fiie  dlsborsementa  for  all  objects  (amonnting  to 
[leKMy  a  AiU  quarter)  mast  hare  ceased,  ^tch 
trClve  condiiloii  of  amrire  produced  by  the  le^sla^ 
iob  of  Ae  Democraiic  party,  when  John  Tyler 
toolT^oaaesaioii  of  the  execmive  chair.  In  view  of 
U,  aM  of  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  and 
reneral  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  Presi- 
lett^  Harrison  had  called  an  extraordinary  session 
afOMigress.  There  were  passed,  during  that  ses- 
dotf,  acts  for  the  folk>wi\)g  objects:  Appropriating 
t)e(Ween  twenty-three  and  twenty-four  tbonsand  dol- 
lar^te  Mrs.  Harrison;  repealing  the  sub'fereasury; 
ii^tHbuting  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land?;  estab- 
lisfefttg  a  ntttform  system  of  bankruptcy;  to  pay 
urmtn  and  make  further  appropriations  for  carry- 
ing-on the  Florida  war;  to  continue  operations  on 
^ei^dli  fortifieBtioo5;  topay  the  debts  of  the' Gkne- 
rarPost  Office;  to  restore  the  naval  pension  fund; 
10  borrow  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  to  lay  impost 
ivtuds  on  free  articles  of  importation;  and  two  bills 
:o  establi^  a  bank,  or  fiscal  agent.  Ot'  these  twelve 
iisiiact  meaanres,  the  President  recoramf  nded  and 
ioseiuned  the  first  ten;  they  were  adminislraltve 
measures,  as  was  also  the  second  bank  bill — for 
Mr.  Tyler  made  Messrs.  Webster  and  Ewing  (his 
3c«^Fctariesr  of  State  and  the  Treasury)  special  am^ 
baitoadofs  to  the  Whigs  of  Congress,  to  tender  to 
ibftti  that  project.  He  reviewed  the  state  of  the 
reaaury  in  nis  first  message  in  JunC)  and  assumed 
ha^  as  early  as  the  1st  September  ensuine,  there 
w(fM  be  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  four  milfions  of 
iottars.  These  measures  were  necessary,  then,  to 
rejrfenish  an  exhausted  treasury,  to  redeem  the 
Sovemoient  ftom  the  opprobrium  of  defalcation  in 
hefavment  of  its  hooeal  debts,  and  to  enable  the 
Prtside&t  to  conduct  the  ordinary  public  service, 
invelvhig  the  military  defences  of  the  country. 
Kdr.  Clay  and  the  Whigs  supported  them,  and  car- 
ried them  triumphantly  through  Congress;  and  yet 
ihegeatleman  from  Massachusetts,  the  peculiar  and 
the  ablest  friend  of  the  President  on  this  floor,  has 
the  assurance  to  proclaim,  in  debate,  that  the  only 
Uiemative  which  was  ofiered  to  gentlemen  at  the 
uctra  lession,  was  "either  the  support  of  the  consti- 
utional  administration  of  the  Qovemment,  under 
he  President,  or  of  a  factious  anarchy,  under  the 
ead  of  an  ex-Senator  from  Kentuck v."  The  gentle- 
nan  from  Indiana  and  his  associates  (the  Democrats) 
[)effleveringly  opposed  in  debate  and  voted  against, 
iachand  aU  those  measures;  and  they,  with  a  mod- 
»ty  equal  to  that  of  their  coadjutor  ofMassachu- 
tetts^are  continually  rebuking  the  Whigs  for  their 
actious  opposition  to  John  Tyler,  and  vociferating 
hat  they  are  the  hortesl  and /air  supporters  of  his 
idministiaUon. 

The  case  may  yet  be  presented  stronger  for  the 
WTiigs.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  there  were 
)assed  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and 
tspecally  to  enable  the  President  to  administer  his 
iepartment,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
)ill;  the  military  appropriation  bill;  the  Indian  ap- 
)ropriation  bill;  the  naval  appropriation  bill;  the 
bnii^tion  bill;  the  loan  bill;  the  Dill  to  raise  addi- 
ional  revenue  by  increased  impost  duties;  the  rera- 
Miial  justice  bill:  and  the  treasury-note  bill.  The 
nost  of  these  bills  were  to  supply  the  very  fuel  and 
)il  which  was  necessary  to  keep  the  machine  of 
jk>vemment  in  motion;  and  three  of  them  were  ab- 
©Intely  required  to  replenish  a  heavy  deficit  in  the 
reasunr,  which  still  existed.  Mr.  Clay  sustained 
lach  of  these  measures  as  had  been  introduced  be* 
ore  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  The  Whigs 
idvocacedall  of  them  in  argument,  and  passed 
hem  by  their  votes.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
Mr.  Elbinedt]  voted  against  all,  as  did  his  politi- 
^  friends,  except  a  small  number  who  went  for 
he  treasury-note  bill,  because  it  was  of  the  category 
>f  their  system  of  policy.  The  gentleman  from 
MLassachusetts  was  the  supporter  of  the  whole  of 
hese  measures;  Influenced,  no  doubt,  as  much  by 
lis  loyalty  to  the  administration  of  John  Tyler,  na 
xis  love  of  country .  The  only  difference  between 
lim  and  the  Whigs,  was,  that  he  changed  his  former 
)osition  upon  the  question  of  the  disposition  of  the 
)roceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  warmly  espoused 
he  President's  cherished  notion  of  restoring  them 
o  the  treasury.  It  is  true,  the  gentleman  endeavor- 
ed to  fortify  the  new  ground  which  he  had  assumed 
vith  some  noi\sensicai  jargon—that  the  lands  were 
indispensable  as  security  for  the  loan  which  Con- 
^resa  had  authorized;  and  the  public  credit  could 
lor-'and  would  not' J^  reinstated,  so  as  to  induce 


capitalists  to  purchase  this  gtock,  until  the  law  dis- 
tributing  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  should  be  re- 
pealed or  suspended.  This  was  done;  but  still  the 
public  credit  continued  as  inanimate  as  before. 
Moneyed  nMn'ceafed  not  to  distrust  our  means  and 
our  faith,  to  contemn  theioan,  and  to  despise  the 
feebleness  and  hesitancy  of  the-Qovcrnment.  The 
tariff  bill — so  coldly  approved  by  the  President — 
will  eventually  revive  public  credit.  The  treasury 
project  of  a  charter  of  a  United  States  Bank,  which 
received  the  sanction  of  the  President  and  his  cabi- 
n.et.  was  oppased  in  one  of  its  features  by  the 
Whigs,  but  totally  by  the  Democrats.  The  main 
distinctive  measure  of  the  Administration  (the  ex- 
chequer^ is  opposed  by  both  parties.  Does  not  this 
review  demonstrate  that  the  atrocious  charge  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  against  the 
Whig  party  and  Its  great  leader  is  wholly  calum- 
nious, and  without  foundation?  Does  it  not  expose 
th>;  bold  impudence  of  the  Democrats,  in  their  as- 
sumption that  (he  Whigs  deny  to  John  Tyler  the 
means  of  administering  the  Qovemment,  and  they 
are  the  honest  and  patriotic  supporters  of  his  ad- 
mi&i.stration1  It  is  by  this  game  of  bold,  ambidex- 
trous, and  reckless  assumption,  that  the  Democrats 
have  seized  and  held  on  to  tne  power  which  has 
ruled  this  nation  for  the  last  fourteen  years.  Their 
new  ally  [Mr.  CosmNo]  has  gloated  upon  i(s  suc- 
cess; and,  in  combination  with  them,  has  attempted 
again  to  play  it  ofi*,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  suc- 
cess, upon  an  abused  people;  bat  the  illusion  is  fast 
passing  away. 

There  were  tAo  other  positions  in  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  fodiana, [Mr.  Kbnnedv,]  which 
strongly  arrested  my  attention.  He  warned  his 
friends  that  if  they  passed  their  sub-treasury  in  the 
next  Congrciis,  John  Tyler  would  veto  ii.  He  ad- 
vised them  against  such  a  course,  and  avowed  that 
he  would  never  vole  for  any  measure  which  was 
threatened  with  a  veto.  He  justified  the  removals 
from  office  by  the  Adminisiraiion  for  diff*erencc  of 
opinion,  and  declared  that  it  would  be  right  and 
proper  for  John  Tyler  to  remove  all  men  from 
office  who  were  not  his  supporters,  and  fill  their 
places  with  his  friends.  The  gentleman  tells  us 
that  he  is  a  Hoosier;  but  it  cannot  be  that,  in  giving 
utterance  to  these  opinions,  he  correctly  represents 
the  wild  and  free  spirits  which  roam  the  ocean 
prairies  and  primeval  forests  of  Indiana.  The 
young  and  sturdy  Freedom  of  the  great  West,  un- 
fettered as  the  wave  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  re- 
cognizes no  such  slavish  sentiments.  It  would 
rather  proclaim,  in  tones  of  thunder,  that  no  Presi- 
dent is  the  great  feudatory  of  this  nation,  with 
50,000  places  as  his  fiefs,  to  be  granted  to  his  slaves 
and  vassals,  and  to  be  reclaimed  by  his  own  lordly 
will;  that  the  Presidency  itself,  and  all  other  offices, 
are  only  tolerated  because  they  are  necessary  to  the 
social  system;  and  that  the  greatest  good  to  the  peo- 
ple is  the  only  consideration  which  should  guide  in 
appointments  and  removals.  It  would  thus  expos- 
tulate with  this  Representative:  You  are  to  sup- 
port measures  as  they  are  wise,  and  good,  and  ne- 
cessary; and  you  are  not  to  desert  them,  or  to  falter 
in  your  duty,  because  any  President  brandishes  the 
veto  at  them.  You  are  a  portion  of  the  legislative 
power  of  this  Union.  You  are  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution,  which  separates  the  law-making 
from  the  executive  power;  and  the  principle  of 
action  which  you  avow,  leads  to  the  assumption  of 
all  legislative  power  by  the  President,  and  the  cer- 
tain subversion  of  our  whole  system.  The  natural 
and  ever-acting  tendency  of  a  single  executive  in 
free  governments  is  to  absorb  all  political  power; 
and,  instead  of  making  such  an  extensive  surrender, 
it  is  your  duty  to  dispute  every  act  of  aggression 
upon  your  department.  I  have  the  kindest  feel- 
ings for  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  has  an 
excellent  natural  mind,  and  strong  common  sense; 
but  he  is  giving  melancholy  evidence  of  the  prog- 
ress and  of  the  fatal  fruits  of  the  spoils  principle, 
and  the  abuse  of  the  veto  power  in  the  anministra- 
tion  of  the  Government.  The  adjustment  of  the 
veto  power  is  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  detects  in  our  ^stem.  A  proposition 
to  the  convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  to 
make  this  power  absolute,  would  probably  not  have 
received  a  single  vote;  and  yet,  in  its  present  form, 
it  is  practically  absolute.  So  controlling  is  the  in- 
fluence which  this  power  itself— the  power  of 
appointment  and  removal  to  fifty  thousand  offices, 
and  other  great  powers — confers  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, that  it  has  never  been,  and  all  concur  that  it 
never  will  be,  overruled  by  the  constituiional  ma- 
'Jority  of  twcihlrds  of  both  Hotises.    When  prac- 


tice proves  it  to  be  unqualified  in  its  operation,  and 
it  is  conceded  that  those  who  made  the  Constitution  ' 
did  not  intend,  and  could  not  have  been  induced,  to 
give  it  that  form,  the  case  for  its  n^ification  ia 
made  out — unless  it  is  an  important  conservative 
principle  in  our  Qovemment.  Such  has  been  ar- 
gued (0  be  its  character,  among  other  reasons,  be^ 
cause  it  is  vested  in  the  President;  and  that  this  of- 
fice is  the  moft  democratic  feamre  of  the  Govern- 
ment, inasmuch  as  he  is  ejected  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  This  view  is  specious,  but  alto- 
gether unsound.  Judges  are  elected  in  some  of  the 
States  by  the  people  of  their  districts;  yet  they  do 
not  reiyesent  democracy,  nor  act  democratically — 
nor  would  they,  if  (hey  were  elected  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  State.  Some  of  the  worst  tyrants 
that  have  ever  lived  have  been  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  which  they  afterwarcb  op- 
pressed. Whether  an  office  partakes  more  of  a 
despotic  or  a  democratic  cast,  whether  the  incum- 
bent is  more  apt  to  act  from  his  own  will  or  the 
popular  will,  depends  rather  upon  the  extent  of  the 
powers,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  exercised 
by  him,  than  the  nature  of  the  authority  which 
places  him  in  office.  The  PnesideUt  is  elected  for 
four  years.  He  is  located  for  his  term  in  this  city, 
for  the  daily  discharge  of  his  duties.  Without  the 
grossest  abuse  and  corruption  in  office,  he  can  be 
held  to  no  legal  or  constitutional  responsibility.  He 
is  totally  exempt  from  that  moral  responsibility 
which  results  irom  daily  association  with  those 
who  trusted  him  with  power.  He  has  no  personal 
knowledge  of  their  crmdition,  their  interests,  their 
wants,  or  their  wills,  because  he  is  necessarily  sep- 
arated from  them;  and,  if  this  was  not  the  case, 
they  are  immensely  too  numerous  for  him  to  ac- 
quire this  knowledge.  In  most  of  his  official  acts, 
he  has  no  law  but  nis  own  discretion — his  own  ab- 
solute and  irreversible  will.  Those  whom  he  gen- 
erally sees  are  officers  dependent  upon  his  pleas- 
ure and  caprice  for  their  continuance  in  place,  or 
to  fill  offices  for  which  they  are  making  to  nim 
liumble  suit;  and  v  is  their  interest  and  practice  to 
flatter  him,  and  to  tell  him  his  will,  wnatever  it 
may  be,  is  the  popular  wilL  Power  and  parasites 
are  certain  to  corrupt  him,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree; and  he  becomes  suspicious  of.  and  inimical 
to,  all  and  everything  which  may  tnwart  hispur- 
poses.  Selfish,  sinister,  and  adroit  men  pour  false- 
nood  and  flattery  into  his  ear,  kindle  ambition, 
revenge,  and  evil  passions  in  his  heart;  and  per- 
vert to  wicked  and  mischievous  purposes  his  au- 
thority: and  he  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  represent- 
ing and  reflecting  correctly  the  great  public  opin- 
ion of  the  nation.  The  design  was,  when  this 
power  acted,  that  it  should  soar  above  the  reign  of 
faction;  but  it  has  proved  to  be  a  dangerous  aux- 
iliary of  it.  The  President  is  generally  the  head 
of  a  party;  and,  when  he  is  in  unison  with  his 
friends,  it  adds  vastly  to  their  strength  and  effi- 
ciency: when  they  revolt  against  his  dictation,  or, 
from  motives  of  patriotism,  pass  wholesome  meas- 
ures to  which  he  is  opposed,  (and  this  has  some- 
times happened,)  he  can  strangle  them  with  the 
veto.  When  the  people  rise  up  against  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  party  dominant  in  Congress,  and 
send  a  majority  for  a  diflerent  course  of  policy, 
he  thwarts  and  defeats  their  will  by  the  one-man 
power.  It  is  alien  and  unfriendly  to  our  institu- 
tions: it  ought  to  be  modified;  ibr  it  i»  aiding 
greatly  in  their  gradual  but  certliin  subversion. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CtriB- 
iNo]  denominates  (as  he  often  does)  the  President 
to  be  the  Gtoverum^ni,  and  represents  the  ma- 
jority ol  the  present  Congress  as  "dashing  itself 
to  atoms  at  its  feet."  My  understanding  is,  that 
our  Government  is  the  organized  political  power 
which  rules  these  United  Stales.  L.ouis  XIV. 
said  he  was  the  state;  and  I  have  seen  John  Ty- 
ler compared  in  the  court  journal  to  the  Grand 
Motarque:  but,  when  Washington,  and  Hamilton, 
and  Madison,  and  Jay,  were  forming  the  most 
complicated  system  of  Government  that  has  ever 
existed,  and  were  separating  its  powers  into  three 
co-ordinate  branches,  and  constituting  the  Presi- 
dent the  mere  head  of  a  subordinate  one,  I  imagine 
that  they  had  no  design  that  any  President — and 
especially  such  a  one  as  John  Tyler— should  be 
the  living,  active,  operating  impersonation  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  No,  no;  that  is 
rather  strong  even  for  court  sycophancy!  But, 
throughout  his  speech,  whenever  the  gentleman 
refers  to  the  President,  he  speaks  of  him  as  "the 
Government."  I  will  read  a  pajQgraph  or  tWQ 
from  the  gentleman's  speech: 
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"In  this  state  of  things/'  Mr.  C.  said,  "he  knew 
not  how  far  parties  might  split,  whether  from  dif- 
ference in  opinion  or  uom  personal  relations.  He 
could  see,  in  ihe  race  for  toe  Presidency,  no  iDdi- 
ridual  who,  so  far  as  he  conld  judge,  presented  an 
overwhelming,  iriesistible  power.  Looking  to 
overt  acts  as  the  criteiion,  be  would  say  there  was 
no  such  competitor.  He  understood  ihere  was  to 
be  a  Whig  convention,  and  there  was  to  be  also  a 
Democratic  convention;  and^he  did  not  know  that 
tbey  mizht  not  agree.  [A  laugh.]  But  there  were 
certain  buddings—some  early  blossoms  of  discord 
— which  might  lead  to  a  doubt  as  to  what  would  be 
the  precise  course  of  the  convention.  Ho^^ever 
this  might  be,  this  he  did  know,  that,  during  a  year 
and  a  half  to  come,  there  must  be  great  popular 
commotions  and  discussions.  Whether  a  candidate 
might  be  nominated  by  each  convention  or  not,  this 

he  Knew and  why  should  he  not  say  if?    He 

thought,  on  the  whole,  he  had  better  say  it :  [sev- 
eral voices — 'Oh,  yes^  do  say  it,  do :']  it  would  not 
be  for  the  political  interest  of  any  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  carry  on  a  very  furious  war  against  the 
Administration  and  its  friends. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  was  brought  to  a  pause  by  peals  of 
laughter,  and  cries,  '^Ah,  that's  a  tender  point"] 

"Mr.  C.  said  that  he  considered  it  as  material 
that  there  should  be  a  frank  understanding  on  these 
matters.  There  were  men  in  the  Administration, 
or  connected  with  the  Administration,  who,  at  a 
proper  time,  might  have  a  word  to  say.  He  did 
not  Icnow  whether  their  voice  would  be  potential; 
but  this  he  did  know,  that  of  all  the  elements  now 
in  tumultuous  and  conflicting  motion  in  the  national 
cauldron— in  the  grand  political  seethingpot — the 
most  potential  of  all  was  the  Federal  Qovernment, 
(President.)  fCries  of  *0h,  yes— it  has  the  oflices!'] 
Ko;  not  by  the  distribution  of  office— not  by  the 
power  of  patronage.  No;  he  went  deeper— it  was 
ty  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Federal  Grovem- 
meni,  (President.)  Let  gentlemen  go  back  to  the 
extra  session.  An  important  measure  had  been 
proposed  by  the  Administration;  a  committee  had 
reported  upon  it;  it  was  pushed  along  ili  rough  the 
Houses,  when  lo,  there  came  a  veto!  There  were 
consequences;  yes,  and  the  relation  held  by  Admin- 
istration measures  to  the  action  of  Congress, 
showed  that  there  was  a  power  whicJi  the  Consti- 
tution gave  to  the  Government  (President)  to  act 
npon  events  and  effect  results,  that  was  a  hnndred 
fold  greater  than  all  its  powers  of  mere  patron- 
age." 

In  another  part  of  his  speech,  the  gentleman  said: 
"I  wonld  say  lo  gentlemen  of  all  parties  in  this 
House,  and  more  especially  to  gentlemen  consti- 
tuting the  majority  m<  Congress,  If  you  will  not 
co-operate  with  the  President  in  carrying  on  the 
Government,  which  is  your  highest  duty,  he  must 
seek  the  aid  of  your  adversaries.  If  you  Whigs 
will  lock  the  wheels  oi  Government,  I  trust  aid 
will  be  found  in  the  Democrats;  and  thus,  and  thus 
only,  I.  present  the  qaestioii  to  the  House."  Is  it 
not  strange  that  this  gentleman,  having  used  this 
.anguage,  should  boldly  challenge  any  man  to 
make  c^ood  the  position,  that  he  offered  to  barter  to 

Earty  the  power  and  influence  of  John  Tyler  and 
is  admin istrationl  He  is  their  trusted  and  confi- 
dential organ  in  this  House.  His  object  is  not  to 
get  from  Congress  all  proper  aid  to  enable  the 
President  to  administer  his  department;  for  that 
has  been,  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  liberally  afforded 
by  the  Whigs,  and  bjr  the  Whigs  only.  His  pur- 
pose is  the  same  which  the  EScecuiive  has  been 
steadily  and  systematical!  v  pursuing  for  upwards 
of  twelve  years.  It  is,  to  draw  to  the  President  the 
absolute  control  of  the  initiation,  the  form,  and 
fate  of  all  measures  of  legislation.  The  particu- 
lar measure  at  this  time  is  the  exchequer.  He  pro- 
claims on  this  floor,  that  parties  may  split  from 
differences  of  opinion  and j>ersonal  relations;  that 
both  the  Democratic  and  Whig  parties  were  to  hold 
national  conventions;  that  there  were  a  legion  of 
aspirants  to  the  office  of  the  Presidency,  whose 
pretensions  were  to^  be  discussed,  and  to  excite 
greatly  the  public  mind  for  a  vear  and  a  half  to 
come;  that  it  was^Uogeiher  doubtful  who  would 
get  the  Whig  and  Democratic  nominations;  and  of 
all  the  causes  by  which  parties,  sections  of  parties, 
and  men,  were  to  be  put  up  and  put  down,  the 
most  potential  was  the  President  and  his  adminis- 
tration; that  the  Whigs  had  refused  their  support 
to  the  exchequer,  and  the  other  attempts  of  John 
Tyler  to  control  the  legislation  of  Congress;  that 
if  the  Democrats,  and  any  section  of  the  Whigs, 
lPK>nkl  lend  themselves  to  that  end,  the  President 


and  the  Administration  wonld  not  only  use  all  the 
patronage  to  their  aggraixdizement,  but  would  also 
bring  to  bear  in  their  favor  the  veto  power,  which, 
'^o  act  upon  events  and  effect  results,  was  a  hun- 
dred fold  greater  than  all  the  mere  power  of  pa- 
tronage," and  could  control  "the  national  policy." 
I  appeal  to  candid  men  who  heard  the  gentleman, 
if  1  nave  not  fairly  presented  his  points  and  his 
positions.  And  was  tne  moral  sense  of  this  na- 
tion ever  before  outraged  with  anything  so  shame- 
less and  profligatel  Shades  of  Washington  and 
Madison ! — was  it  ever  dreamed  that  the  executive 
power  which  you  fashioned  and  established,  to  be 
exercised  in  a  spirit  of  loflv,  pure,  and  enlightened 
patriotism,  should  be  wielded  by  an  Administration 
^  which  would  cast  away  all  standard  of  political 
'  morality,  and  come  into  Congress  by  their  ac- 
credited agent,  and  offer  to  prostitute  their  whole 
patronage,  and  even  the  sprig  of  kingly  preroga- 
tive—the  veto,  which  the  gentleman  says,  truly, 
is  so  potent — that  ii  might  acquire  the  power  to 
usurp  the  legislation  of  the  Government,  and  that 
by  the  degradation  and  corruption  of  Congress? 
No  President  has  a  right  to  any  other  political  in- 
fluence, except  that  moral  power  which  wise  and 
just  measures,  and  a  faithful  and  vigilant  admin- 
istration of  his  department,  will  certainly  give  him; 
and  he  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  to  resort  to  any  other 
means  to  obtain  it. 

But  this  proposition  is  as  deceitful  as  it  is  infa- 
mous. John  Tyler  has  never  kept  faith  with  any 
?iarty;  his  object  is  to  getaseeming  present  support 
rom  one  of  the  parties  in  Congress,  and*to  trust  to 
events  to  make  it  permanent.  When  the  time 
comes,  he  would  add  another  to  his  long  list  of 
treacheries.  Shortly  after  the  Presidency  fell  upon 
him,  he,  by  his  Secretary  of  State — in  analogy  to 
the  English  premiership — addressed  a  pompousbut 
hollow  proclamation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  which  it  is  declared:  "He  (the  President) 
therefore  directs  the  information  to  be  given  to  all 
the  officers  of  agents  in  your  department  of  the 
public  service,  that  partisan  interference  in  pop- 
ular elections,  whether  of  State  officers  or  of^this 
Gk)vernment,  and  for  whomsoever  or  against 
whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  will  be  regarded 
by  him  as  cause  of  removal."  In  his  first  annual 
message  he  says,  on  the  subject  of  removal,  that 
his  own  conduct  had  "been  governed  by  a  consci- 
entious purpose  to  exercise  the  removing  power 
only  in  cases  of  unfaithfulness  or  inability,  or  in 
those  in  which  its  exercise  appeared  necessary,  in 
order  to  discountenance  and  suppress  the  spirit  of 
active  partisanship  on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  of- 
fice, wnich  not  only  withdraws  them  from  the 
steady  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
ties, but  exerts  an  undue  and  injurious  influence 
over  elections,  and  degrades  the  character  of  the 
Government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  chief 
magistrate's  being  a  party,  through  his  agents,  in 
the  secret  plots  or  open  workings  of  political  par- 
ties." These  sentiments  are  eminently  just  and 
proper,  and  does  it  not  exhibit  a  hardihood,  an  ob- 
tusity  to  dishonor  almost  incredible,  that  the  very 
men  who  have  so  recently  proclaimed  them  to  the 
nation,  should  offer  to  desecrate,  in  the  mode 
which  they  thus  prescribe,  the  whole  executive 
power  of  the  Government'?  If  the  offences  which 
they  denounce  are  dangerous  and  scandalous,  that 
which  they  have  committed  is  abhorrent,  and  tends 
to  revolution  by  means  of  corruption. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  CusmNo]  treatsthe  President 
as  the  great  ruling  power  of  the  Government,  and 
Congress  as  a  subordinate  incidental  department, 
whose  business  is  merely  to  co-operate  in  giving  ef- 
fect to  his  views.  I  take  issue  with  the  gentleman, 
and  maintain  that,  in  all  free  Governments,  and  espe- 
cially in  ours,  the  legislative  branch  is  predomi- 
nant. Popular  liberty  has  nowhere  existed,  not 
will  it  long  exist,  under  any  otheradjustmenl  of  pow- 
er. Congress  is  invested  with  the  high  powers  of 
declaring  war,  providing  all  the  means  by  which 
it  is  waged,  and  for  the  public  defence;  borrowing 
and  appropriating  money;  creating  and  paying 
public  debts;  imposing  taxes;  coining  money;  reg- 
ulating commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among 
the  States;  defining  and  pnni.'^hing  treason  and  felo- 
nies, &c.;  and  is  expressly  made  the  repository  of 
all  the  undefined  powers  that  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  execute  those  which  the  Constitution  has 
conferred  upon  it,  upon  the  other  departments,  and 
upon  every  officer  of  the  Government— ev«n  this 
puissant  President  himself.  His  principal  power— 
which  is  greater  and  more  operative  than  the 
whole  aggregatf^besides^is  to  ezecnte  the  laws 


the  imbodied  will  of  Congress,  which  hebiBdsbii, 
self  in  his  oath  of  office  to  do.  Congress  nay  i^ 
peach  him,andtfjcpel  him  from  his  place.  (>» 
gress  is,  and  was  intended  bv  the|  framen  of  ti» 
Constitution  to  be,  the  chief  power;  the  Pre^ 
is  bat  the  incident  There  is  no  higher  or  dor 
arduous  duty  devolving  npon  this  Hoase  thu  tt 
do  its  part,  moderately  but  resolately,  to  ^ 
serve  this  constitutional  relation  of  the  two  depm. 
ments. 

It  seems  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  and 
the  Administration  to  introduce  the  EoglishsfMK 
by  which  the  ministry  has  the  iniation  and  thecal- 
trol  of  all  the  principal  measures  of  legislaiiofi;bi 
the  effort  is  to  withhold  from  Congres  the  om* 
ruling  control  which  Parliament,  and  especialif 
the  House  of  Commons,  exerts  in  these  mattcni 
We  deny  that  England  is  a  free  country;  lad  nt 
her  House  of  Conunons  has  more  inflaence  loa  » 
ficiency  in  her  Government  than  has  the  Boast  4 
Representatives  in  ours.  The  public  opinioD  of  ike 
nation  speaks  potentially  through  the  Hooseif 
Common^;  and  no  minister  can  hold  his  place,  % 
war  can  be  continued,  no  measure  or  course  ofpol- 
icy  can  be  perseveringly  urged  or  onposed  bj  ^ 
King  or  ministry  against  the  will  ot  the  natioait 
spoken  by  the  Commons.  It  was  this  Home  t^ 
forced  George  the  Third  to  terminate  the  war  q( 
otir  revolution,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  our  iode' 
pendence;  that  carried  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics  against  all  the  opposition  of  the  Kic^ 
and  the  more  stubborn  and  imperious  Dtike  i. 
Wellington;  and  that  effected  that  great  padiieTn* 
olution,  the  reform  of  its  own  represeotaiion.  Ifo 
minister  can  stand  aj^ainst  the  judgment  and  t^ 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons;  and  when  he  ii 
there  defeated  upon  any  measure  or  imponampfioiK 
osition,  it  is  his  imperative  signal  to  throw  vp  lui 
seals  of  office;  ana  there  is  named  as  his  saeeem 
one  who  immediately  conforms  the  ExrcativeGor- 
ernment  to  the  will  of  the  people  as  thus  spoken. 
So,  when  the  ministry  seems  to  be  tasbioning  kgii' 
lation  according  to  its  own  will,  it  is,  in  tniuk,  v^ 
mitting  to  the  mandates  of  the  House  ofCommoK. 
The  gentleman  and  our  republican  Administn- 
tion  want  to  be  subordinate  to  no  such  iDflae&ce; 
their  attempt  is  to  raise  the  President  above  all coa- 
trol,  and  to  degrade  Congrets  to  a  mere  registry  of 
his  edicts. 

The  gentleman  has  often  inveighed  againa  tbe 
despotism  of  Congress.  Sir,  a  numeroos  popohr 
representation  and  a  despotism  never  did,  and  wtt 
can  exist,  together.  Such  a  body  may  commii  o^ 
casional  acts  of  injustice  and  oppresstcm,  bat  it  is 
impossible  for  it  to  maintain  a  systematic,  pew- 
vering,  and  enduring  tyranny;  it  has  too  maay  fr 
verse  wills,  interests,  and  ends.  It  fluctoate  se 
rapidly  in  all  these  elements  of  action,  and  ii  ii 
ffersonnelf  that  its  neutralizes,  checks,  and  rerenfl 
fitf\illy  its  own  decisions;  it  it  were  otherwiR^  it  bis 
neither  the  means  nor  the  aptitude  for  their  ei* 
cient  execution.  It  is  the  undivided,  secret,  rapid, 
energetic  will  of  a  single  Elxecutive,  dispensnf 
office  and  honors,  wielding  the  pnrse  and  ite 
sword,  and  transmitted  from  individual  to  iodind- 
ual  by  succession  or  election,  which  all  histofj 
proves  to  be  the  ^reat  enemy  of  poptilar  libeny. 
This  is  the  power  m  our  system  which  her  Totaiies 
ought  to  watch  with  sleepless  vigilance;  for  its  ad- 
vance here  has  been  quite  as  rapid  and  tbmtts- 
ing  as  in  most  countries  whose  freedom  ii  his 
cloven  down.  Sir,  instead  of  being  able  to  ia» 
tain  the  firm,  rigorous,  and  iron  rule  of  despousa, 
the  natural  tendency  of  a  large  representative bodj, 
frequently  elected,  is  not  only  to  liberty,  bat  also » 
licentiotisness;  and  it  is  in  part  to  correct  thbo- 
herent  vice,  that  other  brancnes  of  onrGoveraoKit 
than  this  House  have  been  constitoted.  But  lU 
experience  establishes  this  truth— that  soch  asses* 
blies  are  the  natural  and  most  potent  enemies  d 
despotism.  What  is  the  history  of  modem  Ebi- 
lish  libertyl  Formerly,  the  mass  of  that  peoftt 
were  not  recognised  in  her  political  system;  tk 
third  estate  ana-its  House  of  Commons  bad  its  ori- 
gin under  Edward  3d;  but  there  was  no  popolir 
freedom  in  the  island  for  two  centuries  aflcrwank 
Henry  8th  wrested  the  spiritual  authority  over  hi 
dominions  from  the  See  of  Rome,  and  tmiied  it 
with  the  absolute  civil  and  political  power  whick 
he  possessed.  His  purpose  was  not  toamdiotue 
the  condition  of  the  Protestants,  hat  to  sway  m  v* 
divided  temporal  and  spiritual  powefin  his^ 
realm.  He  was  one  of  the  most  absolute  aodhMf 
tyranLs  that  ever  reigned.  Hcl could  wHaJU^ 
pend  the  law,  bat  h£  proclamatk)DS  hid  tklr^ 
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and  the  sanction  of  laws;  and,  daring  his  reign, 
nwre  than  seventj-two  thousand  persons  perished 
byezecatioo.  Elizabeth  was  not  less  proad  and 
imperioiis  in  disposition;  she,  too,  exercised  the  sus- 
pending power,  and  vetoed,  some  sessions,  more 
than  hau  the  acts  which  Parliament  pavsseo.  Un- 
der her  rule,  industry  spread,  the  arts  and  commerce 
flourished,  the  wealth  and  consideration  of  the 
commons  rapidly  increased,  and  the  spirit  of  liber- 
ty grew  with  their  affluence,  inteUigence,.and 
itiength.  Their  murmurs  began  to  alarm,  their 
Toice  to  be  heeded,  and  their  wrongs  to  be  rearess«d 
bjr  the  haughty  Tudor.  They  remonstrated  by  t  hei  r 
noQse  of  Parliament  wi  h  the  imperial  virago  her- 
idf  against  abuses  by  monopolies;  she  had  the  sa- 
gacity to  discern  that  thtrre  was  a  spirit  up,  not  to  be 
trlflea  with;  she  curbed  the  hot  blood  of  her  father,and 
with  great  judgment  and  tact  graciously  corrected 
the  evil.  James  1st  had  as  much  attachment  to 
power  and  prerogative,  but  not  the  courage  or  tal- 
ent to  maintain  them;  he  was  constantly  making  is- 
sues with  Parliament,  but  was  too  feeble  for  the 
conflict;  Uie  consequence  was,  the  spirit  of  liberty 
and  of  the  commons  grew  apace.  When  Charles  1st 
came  to  tbe  throne,  it  had  acquired  strength  and 
resolution  enough  to  defy  and  to  conquer  the  perils 
which  awaited  it.    It  numbered  among  its  cham- 

E ions  a  Milton  and  a  Hampton,  a  Cromwell  and  a 
tanyaxL  It  was  mixed  up  with  the  hysterical  tears, 
the  austere  form,  and  the  glcomy  entnusiasm  of  the 
rdieion  of  the  Puritans;  but  it  was  nevertheless  up- 
held by  prudence  and  sound  sense,  by  genius  and 
attainment^  by  activity  and  fortitude,  and  by  a  de- 
votion which  no  danger  could  awe,  no  treasure 
could  corrupt,  no  honors  could  seduce,  nothing 
coQld  shake.  It  was  fully  eoual  to  one  of  the  great- 
est of  human  events~-the  dethronement  and  the  exe- 
cation  of  Charles.  All  that  is  valuable  in  English  or 
American  liberty,  civil  or  religious,  is  due  to  the 
Puritans,  and  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Long 
Parliament;  they  stormed  the  main  citadel  of  des- 
potic ]>ower;  their  successors  have  been  marshalled 
by  their  example,  from  conquest  to  conouest  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  weaker  ones.  The  freedom  of 
England  has  been  won,  by  ages  of  heroic  struggle 
on  the  part  of  her  Hou-e  of  Commons,  from  her  ty- 
rant kmgs.  It  is  a  magnificent  fabric,  which  nobly 
vindicates  numerous  representative  assemblies  of 
the  people  from  the  foul  aspersion  of  a  tendency  to 
despotism. 

The  gentleman  occupies  a  strange  position,  and 
puts  forth  extraordinary  notions,  considering  tbe 
measures  and  principles  which  he  always,  until 
the  commencement  of  this  Administration,  ad- 
vocated with  so  much  zeal  and  ability.  1  had  read 
many  of  his  speeches  before  I  knew  him.  I  ad- 
mired his  talents  and  attainments;  I  approved  of  the 
soundness  of  his  views,  and  was  instructed  and  for- 
tified in  my  own.  But  he  is  wonderfully  metamor- 
phosed; and  I  think  if  he  will  examine  the  matter 
deliberately,  he  will  find  it  to  be  quite  as  true,  thai 
he  has  broken  his  neck  politically  in  jumping  his 
somersets,  as  that  "the  Whig  party  has  knocked 
out  its  brains  against  the  fixed  fact.**  He  tells  us 
that  party  is  nothing  but  an  association  of  men 
struggling  for  power;  and  that  he  contemns  meas- 
ures—that measures  are  not  principles.  The  gen- 
tleman must  have  been  reading  the  celebrated 
treatise,  "The  Prince,"  for  such  dicta  are  of  the 
%hool  of  Machiavelli;  and  his  sudden  and  total 
abandonment  of  all  the  principles  as  well  as  meas- 
nreSj  to  which  he  was  as  strongly  pledged  as  any 
^i^igi  good  and  true,  proves  that  he  had  studied 
bi^  lesson  to  some  purpose.  At  the  extra  session  of 
18S7,  he  opposed  the  sub  treasury  in  a  very  elabo- 
rate speech,  in  which  we  find  these  passages:  "We 
are  to  have  a  Government  paper-currency,  recog- 
nisable by  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States, 
and  employed  in  its  dealings:  but  it  is  to  be  irre- 
deemable Qovemmeni  paper."  "If  the  scheme  were 
not  too  laughingly  absurd  to  spend  lime  in  arguing 
about  it  seriously;  if  the  mischiefs  of  a  Qovemment 
P&per  currency  had  not  had  an  out-and-out  trial 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  I  might  discuss  it^is 
a  question  of  political  economy.  But  I  will  not  oc- 
cupy the  committee  in  this  way.  I  am  astounded 
at  the  fatuity  of  any  set  of  men  who  can  think  cf 
any  such  project."  "I  welcome  the  general  idea 
that  Government  should  not  be  ever  prone  to  inter- 
fere in  the  private  pursuits  of  the  citizen.  One  of 
the  mischiefs  of  the  times  has  been  the  meddlesome 
interference  of  General  Jackson  in  the  business  of 
the  coimtry^his  prurient  tampering  with  the  cur- 
tvncy  under  the  pretext  of  reiorming  it.  This  is 
the  vary  thing  1  would  prevent.    It  is  one  reason 


why  I  am  against  a  marriage  of  Bank  and  State.  I 
wish  to  have  banks  the  business  agents,  not  the 
party  hacks,  of  the  Administration,  I  oppose  the 
sut>-ireasury  for  the  same  ireason.  If  adopted,  it  ^ 
would  enable  the  Government  to  put  up  exchange 
or  to  put  down  exchange,  and  to  produce  fluci  nations 
in  tbe  money-market  at  will.  It  would  place  the 
whole  commerce  and  business  of  the  United  States 
at  the  arbitrary  mercy  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  He  gave,  then,  a  definition  of  a  bank,  and 
avowed  the  sub-treasury  to  be  a  Government  bank; 
and  upon  those  and  other  objections  which  are  un- 
answerable, he  pertinaciously  opposed  that  meas- 
ure for  three  years;  and,  it  having  been  forced  upon 
him  and  the  country,  at  the  earliest  opportunity  he 
voted  for  its  repeal.  Now,  he  is  the  unscrupulous 
advocate  of  the  exchequer,  a  measure  embodying 
both  the  sub-treasury  and  a  great  organized  Gov- 
ernment bank,  and  faught  with  more  frightful  dan- 
l^rs  than  his  own  excited  imagination  had  pictured 
in  the  whole  three  years. 

He  was  one  of^the  sttiunchest  supporters  of  a 
United  States  Bank.  He  characterized  "the  refusal 
of  the  late  President  (Jackson)  to  sign  the  bill  re- 
chartering  the  bank,  like  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
ites,  to  be  in  defiance  and  violation  of  the  popular 
will."  He  argued  that  a  mixed  circulation  ot  coin 
and  paper  was  irreversably  fixed  upon  the  country, 
and  asks:  "But  how  shall  the  paper  circulation  be 
supplied?  and  bow  regulated?  The  plain,  obvious, 
straightforward  course  would  be  to  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  experience,  and  to  follow  out  the  analo- 
gies of  our  political  institutions.  Twice,  for  long 
periods  of  time,  have  we  tried  a  national  t)ank,  and 
in  each  period  it  has  fulfilled  its  appointed  purpose 
of  supplying  a  safe  and  equal  currency',  and  of 
regulating  and  controlling  the  issues  of^the  State 
banks.  Twice  have  we  tried  for  a  few  years  to 
drag  on  without  a  national  bank,  and  each  of  these 
experiments  has  been  a  season  of  disaster  and  con- 
fusion." And  yet,  sir,  he  has  denied  that  he  was 
ever  the  supporter  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  rabid  revilers  of  such 
an  institution. 

He  was  for  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill;  and  he  has 
abandoned,  and  now  contemns  it.  No  man  has  been 
more  frequent  and  unsparing  in  his  denunciations 
of  General  Jackson;  and  now  he  is  the  sycophantic 
eulogist  of  the  old  hero.  He  was  the  unflmching 
defender  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  powers  of 
Congress.  This  Administration  has  not  only  re- 
sorted to  the  most  flagitious  abuse  of  the  veto  pow- 
er, but  has  renewed  every  other  assault,  open  or  in- 
sidious, of  Presidents  Jackson  and  Van  Buren 
upon  Congress,  which  he,  at  the  time,  so  indig- 
nantly rebuked;  and  he  now  justifies  them  all.  -  He 
has  gone  far  ahead  of  the  extremest  parasites  of 
executive  power.  John  Tyler  vetoed  four  acts  of 
Congress  which  the  gentleman  had  voted  for,  and 
strange,  by  his  subtle  sophistry,  he  defended  each 
of  the  vetoes;  and  most  strange,  when  the  House, 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
voted  again  upon  the  measures,  his  vote  was  re- 
corded in  their  favor,  and  to  overrule  the  very  ve- 
toes of  which  he  had  just  been  the  venal  advocate. 
He  has  proclaimed  that  the  President  is  a  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  legislative  power;  that  "the  Pres- 
ident has  as  much  right  to  discuss  Congress,  as 
Congress  has  to  discuss  him;"  that  ihis  House  has 
no  more  right  to  require  of  the  Executive  any  paper 
in  the  departments,  than  tbe  President  has  to  de- 
mand of  it  the  papers  in  the  custody  of  its  clerk. 
He  has  sweepingly,  again  and  again,  condemned 
the  present  Congress — its  measures,  its  spirit,  and 
its  action;  and,  in  the  manner  of  prophetic  railing, 
he  has  warned  us  that  we  are  rushing  on  to  our 
destiny. 

This  same  gentleman,  in  1837,  made  a  speech  in 
this  House,  which  contains  an  analysis  of  the  Con- 
stitution, among  the  soundest,  most  instructive,  and 
condensed,  I  have  ever  seen.  I  will  read  a  passage 
or  two  from  it.  "The  powers  vested  In  the  Presi- 
dent, by  theConslitution,  are  partly  expressly  enu- 
merated, and  the  rest  are  sucn  as  Congress  may 
see  fit  to  intrust  to  tbe  President,  either  under  tbe 
several  specific  powers  granted  to  Congress,  or  un- 
der tbe  general  power,  which  closes  the  enumera- 
tion, and  is  suppletory  to  all  the  rest."  "To  make 
all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and 
all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  tbe 
GJovemment  of  the  United  Slates,  or  any  officer  or 
department  thereof."  Here  is  the  life-giving  clause; 
the  grant  to  Congteas  to  infuse  vitality  into  the  un- 
defined powers  of  the  executive. 
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Again:  "Yet  we  have,  in  late  times,  seen  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  executive  departments  treated 
as  the  mere  servants  of  the  President— the  humble 
instruments  of  his  supreme  will;  instead  of  what 
the  Constitution  supposes — the  agents  of  the  law  of 
the  Ian  <,  and  the  instruments  of  Congress  as  well 
an  the  President." 

He  then  enters  into  some  very  cogent  reasoning, 
and  concludes,  "that  the  vitality  of  the  functions  of 
the  executive,  under  the  Constitution,  is  to  be  in- 
fused into  them  by  the  legislation  of  Congress." 

He  then  proceeds  to  a  general  enumeration  of 
the  abuses  of  President  Jackson,  and  continues:  "I 
denounce  ihese  acis  of  the  Administration,  and  the 
pretences  of  power  by  which  they  are  sought  to  be 
defended,  as  the  crowning  evidences  of  the  meant) 
of  corruption,  and  the  scope  for  usurpation,  which 
these  functions  afibrd." 

"First.  I  conclude,  as  the  genera]  inference,  that 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  are,  as  compared  with 
those  of  Congress^  or  any  other  department  of  the 
Government,  particularly  susceptible  of  abuse;  that 
they  have  been  abused;  and  that  they  have  a  perse- 
vering tendency  continually  to  increase." 

"In  the  second  place,  I  conclude,  as  the  other 
general  inference,  that  the  remedy  for  the  abuses  to 
which  I  have  referred,  is,  to  diminish  tJte  powtr 
and  influence  of  the  Executive.  The  salvation  of 
the  Government  depends  upon  it." 

"A  wise  and  a  brave  people,  it  has  been  well 
said,  will  neither  be  cheated  nor  bullied  out  of  lib- 
erty. But  such  a  people  may  cease  to  be  vigilantly 
wise — to  be  unshakingly  brave — by  resigning  them- 
selves to  the  treacherous  and  corrupt  influences  of 
power.  Would  to  God  some  divine  afflatus  might 
descend  upon  the  Constitution,  to  resuscitate  and 
animate  its  enfeebled  energies;  that  the  voice  of  the 
Almighty,  from  the  empyreal  height  where  he  sits 
enthroned,  penetrating  the  clouds  which  surround 
us,  would  say,  even  to  these  dry  bones  of  the  Con- 
stitution: 'Live!  be  thou  once  more  a  creature  oj 
health  and  strength,  to  go  forth,  in  the  majesty  of 
thy  beauty,  a  ministering  angel,  on  a  mission  of 
blessings  to  the  world.' " 

He  concluded  by  offering  this  preamble: 

"Whereas  tbe  influence  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  has,  for  some  time  past,  in 
derogation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, continued  to  increase,  and  ought  to  be  dimin- 
ished." 

It  was  followed  by  two  resolutions;  the  first  of 
which  proposed  to  ref^r  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  collection,  safekeeping, 
and  transfer  of  the  puhUc  moneys,  to  a  select  com- 
miitee,  with  instructions  to  report  such  method  of 
effecting  these  objects  "as  would  most  promote  the 
public  welfare,  and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple." 

"Secondly,  such  other  reforms  in  the  practice  of 
the  Gbvernment  as,  in  their  opinion,  shall  tend  to 
bring  back  the  administration  thereof  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  original  purity  of  the  Constitution." 

There  was  no  abuse  in  the  executive  administra- 
tion of  General  Jackson  which  .does  not  now  exist 
in  an  aggravated  form,  and  which  the  getftleman 
docs  not  now  justify — except  Congress  is  not  de- 
graded to  be  the  employing  tool  of  John  Tyler. 
And  this  is  its  sin !  This  is  the  cause  that  John  Ty- 
ler and  his  constitutional  advisers  are  daily  pouring 
out  their  ribald  abuse.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
most  miserable  faction  that  ever  existed  is  con- 
stantly hurling  rancorous^  but  pointless,  denuncia- 
tion against  the  majority  of  this  House;  that  those 
who  compose  it  are  so  often  reading  us  lectures 
against  ultraism,  and  in  favor  of  patriotism,  whilst 
they  are  in  the  very  plenitude  of  venality,  and  of 
factious  animosity.  The  gentleman  tells  us,  in  the 
speech  read  from,  that  the  President  can  exercise 
no  power  not  expressly  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Constitution,  without  the  interposition  of  congres- 
sional legislation;  and  yet  he  nas  here  declared, 
with  pointed  emphasis,  inat  the  power  of  removal — 
an  implied  power — is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in 
the  President  alone;  that  he  cannot  be  interfered 
with  in  its  exercise.  Is  Mr.  Caleb  Coshing  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  Caleb  Cushing  of  Massachusetts'? 
or  is  he  some  other  person!  He  says  we  are  for 
recurring  to  obsolete  ideas;  he  is  for  the  principles 
of  progress,  and  keeping  up  with  the  improvements 
of  the  age.  We  deny  that  his  innovation  is  im- 
provement. We  cautiously  adopt  principles  which 
stand  the  test  of  experiment;  but  we  totally  reject 
his  heinous  political  Mormonism. 

But  the  gentleman,  in  his  tergiversations  an4 
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■PPSIBC7,  is  bat  followmg,  and  at  bQinble  disLaoce, 
tfie  lead  of  a  greaier  man— Daniel  Webster.  1 
have  no  unfounded  prejudices  against  the  Secretary 
of  Stale:  I  ODce  admired  iiim  as  much  as  his  mosi 
davDied  friends'do.  I  still  regard  him  as  a  mat)  of 
stupendous  mind — bq  iQlelleclual  Tkan — and,  In 
some  depHrlments  ol  mental  pperaiions,  equal,  prob- 
ably, la  the  greatest  of  aocients  or  moderns.  Bui 
the  closet,  and  not  the  great,  living,  active,  eieca- 
litre  iheaire  of  the  world,  is  bis  appropriaie  field. 
He  has  nalliingof  wbat  is  com monly  called  genius, 
ajid  id  defective  iniiiTemioli;  bis  superioriij  resutis 
ftom  great  and  general  intellectual  power.  His 
mind  is  a  vast  crucible,  into  which  the  world's  in- 
lelleciual  weallb  may  be  heaved;  and  he  can  ana- 
lyze it  all,  and  reproduce  it  in  forms  of  new  and 
magnifieent  uiiliiy.  In  his  SL-naiorial  career,  he 
has  won  for  himself  a  civic  crowt)  more  imperish- 
able than  all  ibe  bloody  laurels  of  (he  mjghiiesi 
conquerors.  His  speecbea  upon  banks,  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  public  revenues,  form  a  solid  and 
regularly  buill  slmctnre,  as  eDduring  as  ihe  pyra- 
mids. In  all  ihe  powers  of  logic,  argumentation, 
aod  composition,  he  has  no  superior;  and  his 
speeches — parliamentary  and  forensic — are  among 
the  noUesi  monuraenta  of  the  intellect  of  ihe  pics- 
eol  day;  and  will  be  regarded  as  models  when  cen- 
taries  upon  centuries  have  rolled  away.  He  ought 
to  have  belonged  to  his  country,  10  thi*  age,  and  to 
manfaind,  and  10  have  shown  one  or  the  mightiest 
acid  brighiesl  spirits;  but  he  wants  une-halrof  such 
a  man — mcral  tfJW-  "How  are  ibe  mighty  1^ lien !" 
He  is,  indeed,  a  political  Lucifer:  and  hev  too,  is 
great  even  in  his  rnin  I  I,once  preferred  him  to  all 
men  but  one  for  the  Presidency;  and  if,  by  the  con- 
liouance  of  his  services,  and  fidelity  to  our  cause — 
to  those  iramoctal  truths  and  principles  Id  which 
he  so  long  devoted  himself — he  should  have  won 
the  first  place  in  tbe  confldeDce  of  his  countrymen, 
I,  and  lie  friends  of  bim  whom  he  will  quarrel 
wilb  as  bis  rival,  would  bare  cheerfully  acqui- 
eaced. 

A  sab-treai^nry,  a  Government  paper  currency, 
or  a  Governraent  bank,  cannot  be  prcsenied  in  any 
possible  form,  that  eilher,  ur  all,  are  not  met  and 
overthrown  by  Mr.  Webster's  luminous  and  unan- 
swerable argument?.  Since  bis  cotneiion  wiih 
John  Tyler — since  the  liuu  has  been  serving  the 
jaekail — he  haa  concocled  the  eichequer ,  which  is 
"0  produce  ibe  third;  and  it  has  no 


speeches.     He  has  said  more  for  a  iwnk  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales — far  its  utility  and  indispensable  necessity, 
lo  both  Qovemment  and  the  people — than  all  living 
men  besides.    He  never,  until  he  filled  bis  present 
place,  uttered  one  word  to  the  contrary;  but,  so  late 
as  Ibe  fall  of  IB40.  in  his  speech  at  Saratoga,  reiter- 
ated it  all.     He  now  rejects  and  scorns  a  bank  bh 
■   ;e,   and   arrog 
get  another  v 
land.     It    is  more   probabla    he   wi 
able  10  control  anolber  vote  in  New  England.    He 
has  lauded  Mr.  ClBy.'s  land  bill  as  the  wisest  meas- 
ure ofa^greal  statesman,  and  Bdvnca:ed  it  himself 
as  the  foondaiion  stone  of  Ihe  tariff  policy;  he  has 
alw  abandoned  it.    He  proclaimed,  "under  an  Oc- 
tc^r  sun"  of  1340,  in  ilie  capital  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion, that  "ihe  power  and  influence  of  the  eiecu 
tiveofour  Qovemment  bad  increased,  is  increas- 
ing, and  onght  to  be  diminished;"  and  was  "danger- 
uus  to  liberty."    He  adbeiesto  an  Administration 
that  is  making  every  effort  lo  strii^eon  in  this  course 
of  usurpation,  and    throws   hi.*  whole   influence 
against  every  atjempt  to  reduce  it  wiihin  coDsiiiu- 
'       -ely  demonstrated 
ulionally,  remove 
laie  have  confirm- 
in  Tyler  lo  such 
In  bis  Virginia 
1  popular  Govern- 
obedrcadcd.  One 

ill  be  lo  separate 
>1iticsof  ihecoun- 
resolved  lo  betray 
imenced  tjjc  most 
1  for  him  all  the 
ith  Ihe  State  De- 
unders  upon  the 
Wished  the  procla- 
:  Secretary  of  the 
le  (the  PresideniS 
to  ne  given  to  al) 
depanmeni  of  the 


tublic  service,  ihat  partisan  inierferrnce  in  popa- 
ir  elections,  whether  of  Stale  officers  or  of  ihis 
Govenimeni,  and  for  whomsoever  or  agamst 
whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  will  be  regarded 
by  him  as  cause  of  removal."  "Bui  persons  em- 
ployed under  the  Government,  and  paid  fur  Iheir 
services  out  ofthepublic  treasury,  are  not  eipecied 
lo  lake  an  aclvve  or  uflkious  pari  id  allempis  10  in- 
fluence the  mind  or  the  voles  of  others;  such  con- 
duct being  deemed  inconsistent  with  ihe  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  duties  of  public  agents 
acting  under  it."  He  not  only  remains  a  compo- 
nent part  of  an  admin  isi ration  which  daily  Tiolales 
a  principle  it  so  formally  promulgcd,  but  he  shame- 
lessly trample.'  upon  it  himself,  by  stipulating  that 
his  own  appointees  shall  continue  the  practice 
which  he  has  proscribed  before  the  whole  country. 
He  savs.  distinctly,  lo  office-see keirs.  Yon  must  not 
nnlybea^ainst  Mr.  Clay,  but  you  must  be  for  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  you  mu.'il  sn.tlain  him.  In  the  same 
paper,  be  tells  inctimbenis:  "It  is  not  intended  that 
any  officer  shall  be  restrained  in  the  free  and  proper 
exprei^ion  and  maintenance  of  his  opitiion  respeci- 
ins  public  men  or  public  measures,  or  in  Ihe  ezer- 
c.seof  the  fullest  degree  of  the  constitutional  right 
of  suffrage."  And  he  now  breaks  faith  with  those 
dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  Administration,  by 
sustaining  the  ezDulsioD  from  place,  of  clerks,  tide- 
waiters,  and  nignt-walcbes;  not  because  they 


Presidcnl  made  bim  an  organ  of 
beiween  himself  and  the  Wbi^s  of  Congress,  and, 
Ibrough  him,  pledged  his  r.iiOi  to  tipprove  the  sec- 
ond bank  charier  passed  at  the  ezira  session;  and 
niHwithsinnding  John  Tyler  insulted  him,  by  a 
refusal  to  redeem  the  pledge,  he  degraded  himself, 
by  publishing  10  the  country  that  be  knew  of  no 
cause  for  ihe  dis.ioluiionofthe  cabinet,  and  covered 
himself  with  infamy  by  remaining  in  it  "solilaiy 
and  nlone."  Be  has  been  guilty,  personally,  in 
various  ways,  of  violating  the  law  which  he  pro- 
mul^cd  against  officers  interfering  in  eleciions,  and 
lo  influence  the  minds  of  others.  He  bas  come  10 
the  Capitol,  mingled  among  the  members  of  both 
Houses,  and  used  persaasions  and  threats  to  pro- 
cure the  posiponeoieni  of  measures  of  greal  ini- 
porrance  in  the  country,  because  they  were  ob- 
ieciii>nable  lo  ihe  President,  although  acceptable  to 
himself.  He  bas  aitempteti  lo  seduce  mentbers  of 
Congress  from  their  Whig  principles,  andto  come, 
not  to  ihesupporl  of  other  principles,  bin  of  Tyler- 
ism.  When  ihe  other  membersof  the  lale  cabinet 
were  consnliinp  with  bim,  and  with  each  other, 
upon  the  propriety  of  throwing  up  their  places,  he 
eTclaimed,  "Who  is  John  Tylerl  He  is  noihingl 
We  would  crush  him  as  easily  as  we  can  the  moth 
in  this  carpet  I"  stamping  bis  fool  wiib  contemptu- 
ous indignaiion.  Now  he  is  a  supple  courlier,  and 
a  fawning^  sycophant  at  John  Tyler's  footstool  of 
power.  But  the  premier  knew  his  master — he  is 
an  intellectual  moth.  When  we  thick  of  his  per- 
fidy, and  his  political  sins,  we  feel  Ihe  most  indig- 
nam  resentment;  bnl  then  we  ronlemplale  Ihe  im- 
becililv  of  bis  mind,  and  Ihe  paltriness  of  his  per- 
sonal  qualities,  and  it  subsides  into  cold  contempt. 
The  most  cruel  punishment  of  antiquity  was  to 
bind  a  person  to  a  dead  caicase;  and  this  i.s  the  only 
mode  in  which  John  Tyler  could  now  be  made 
noxious  10  either  of  Ihe  e listing  political  parlies. 

The  reason  why  ihe  active  inierference  of  office- 
holders in  elecllona  has  been  objected  lo,  is  lb  pre- 
vent the  inOuenceof  the  Executive  from  reaching, 
indirectly,  Congress.  How  dare  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  approach  its  members,  and  throw  himself 
against  ibe  passage  of  measures  of  legislation!  How 
dare  he,  and  his  coadjutor  of  the  War  Depanmeni, 
two  office-holders,  leave  their  ofQces  and  go  fonb, 
on  the  eve  of  important  elections,  making  pohtical 
speeches,  and  writing  elaborate  addresses,  to  influ- 
ence their  resuln  Are  these  "such  servicesas  ought 
lo  he  paid  for  out  of  ihe  public  treasury,"  and  as  are 
"consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constituiion,  and 
ihe  duties  of  public  asenis  acting  under  ii,"  when 
performed  by  Ihispairof  notable  dignilarieal  and  yet 
of  so  decidedly  an  opposite  character,  when  doue  by 
hntnble  subordinates,  as  to  be  cause  of  removal^ 
Their  own  law  is  proper  and  salutary,  and  they 
ought  to  be  punished  in  coiformiiy  toil,  by  being 
ejected  from  their  places.  If  it  is  nol  ibe  lust  of  of- 
fice which  hasinouced  Mr.  Webster  tucling  wiih 
so  much  tenacity,  and  at  such  a  cosi,  to  his  present 
siluation.  what  is  it?  The  British  irealy  is  ocgo- 
llaled,  and  still  he  is  as  firmly  moored  in  it  ns  ever. 
"Ul-weaved  ambiiionlhowart  ihonsbrutikT'    To- 


wards the  premier,  I  admit,  I  am  icinudlf  1 

sense  of  both  wrong  and  injan;--for  he  b»da«« 
injury;  but  the  Secretary  of  War  hasdt«enolhS( 
but  wrong.  The  immorality  of  his  politics  it« 
notorious  as  to  render  bim  harmless.  He  hal 
been  Ctintonian  and  anli-Clin Ionian,  JacbsoM 
and  anti-Jacksonian,  against  Tyler,  and  forhm. 
He  bas  alwa)'s  been  willing  to  be  the  tool  of  ai 

erty  or  man  who  would  buy  him,  and  al  lenga 
found  3  purchaser  in  John  Tyler;  and  the  trat- 
action,  in  open  and  bofd  profligacy,  challeDgcs  k 
vain  a  parallel  ia  ibc  annats  of  thiscooniry.  JiM 
C.  Spencer  wrote  a  circular  address,  conrakM 
the  Syracuse  convention,  in  which  he  denonneS 
John  Tyler's  administration,  and  his  Teioes,  as  At 
exercise  of  kingly  power:  in  the  conrse  of  1  few 
days  he  cane  on  lo  Ihis  cily,  and  soliciied.  and  n- 
cepted,  Ibeplace  which  he  (ills.  The  dishwiorrf 
the  connexion  will  stick  to  him  tike  the  pocmai 
shirt  of  Nessos.  Spencer,  and  Ibe  "guard,"  nt 
the  few  others  who  have  abandoned  the  cinsefc; 
which  ihey  were  among  the  most  clamoroos,  m 
mere  mercenaries,  who  attached  ibemseltes  Ic 
the  Whigs  for  ihe  spoils,  and  for  the  spoils  oelj. 
Such  men  might  be  dangerous  as  enemies,  m 
they  would  be  much  more  dangerousasriieadsm^ 
allies;  for  on  any  day  tbey  would  sell  coiuilrf  nj 

S'inctples  for  money  and  place.  We  say  to  then- 
ff— begone;  your  presence  pollulesonrcanlp,ilJ 
would  tarnish  onr  victory. 

The  principles  and  measures  of  the  Whigs  «eti 
as  fully  and  fairly  before  Ibe  country,  inthelis 
presidenlial  canvass,  as  the  principles  or  measDia 
of  any  party  ever  were,  or  can  be.  They  wai 
boldly  submiited,  in  opposition  lo  those  o(  tii: 
Democrats,  10  ibe  American  people;  and  judjmEU 
was,  with  remarkabls  di^ilinctness,  pronounced  ii 
their  favor.  But  foi  the  basest  treachery,  tbtj 
would,  at  the  extra  session,  all  have  been  imbodid 
in  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  their  regeneiatiif 
influence  would  long  since  have  been  feU  i 
seventeen  millions  ot  people;  and  what  a  mass  ii 
distress  and  ruin  they  would  have  averted  ficc 
ibis  deeply  afflicted  country !  How  many  despti:- 
ing  hearts  will  owe  poverty  and  want,  not  totbt 
ambition  merely,  but  lo  the  fatuity  of  one  bean- 
le.'is  man.  If  the  deep,  silent  curses  of  miHioos  at 
wronged  beings  could  have  blasled  one  wtcicti 
from  Ihe  face  of  the  earth,  the  mitigation  of  our 
ills  would  now  be  in  successful  operation.  Bmi'. 
is  in  the  providence  of  the  moral  world,  Ibai  xat- 
limes  the  weakest  and  worst  of  men  have  the  po»r 
to  achieve  au  inconceivable  amount  of  niischicf; 
and  how  grievously  is  Ihis  Irutb  enforced  tjibf 


it  only  slumbers;  and  when  the  day  of  trial  cnnie, 
it  will  be  terrible  to  its  enemies  in  its  retmnieil 
energies.  They  ooise  themselves  upon  ihe  reui- 
lode  and  utility  of  Ihcir  measures  upon  Ihepertr 
end  firmness  of  their  purpose;  and  wilhcalnait 
dence  await  ihe  issue.  Their  Wbigery  IslhdUK 
as  that  which  in.spired  Ibe  souls  and  nerved  ^ 
arms  of  our  fathers  through  seven  years  of  loaii! 
blood;  and  they  invoke  iheir  couDlrrEaeniutkicaf 
in  serried  ranlis  lo  its  support.  They  hare  ■  Ma 
worthy  of  Iheir  trust,  and  their  cause,  whose  anl 
quailed  not  in  their  darkest  adversiiy;  whoie  nlh- 
ing  voice  was  heard  above  the  loud  shouts  of  iln- 
umpbant  enemy;  whose  devotion  wavered  not  itba 
ell  but  honor  seemed  to  be  lost;  and  whose  diui' 
querable  spirit,  bearing  alofl  the  standard  oTantil- 
er,  marshalled  us  ai  length  to  a  glorious  vjaaj. 
Who  does  not  know  ihat  he  is  Henry  Cl^ 
Though  his  place  is  a  private  situioo,  H(W1 
Clay  is  in  ine  presence  of  his  ccnBtn  m 
the  world.  Al  the  age  of  nineteen,  nn  uuiDii 
and  uneducated  boy,  ne  burst  upon  a  distotl  lid- 
ire,  amidst  the  eiciliug  scenes  o?17>8.  EreltlH 
be  grappled  with  Nicholas,  and  B reckon ridnu^ 
Murray.'in  Ihe  conflict  of  mind  with  miad:  ncn^ 
idly  won  the  ascendant,  and  be  has  impressed  b 
noble  ifliage  upon  the  gallant  Stale  which  bltflid 
the  stranger  boy  with  such  generous  eatlmma,  ' 
Dauntless  in  courage  and  unmatched  hi  pO»,  , 
the  expan.4ive  operations  of  his  gieat  sMlda 
have  given  him  position  in  the  from  i^k<fa» 
kind.  His  civil  achievements  adoai^Tjryiiprf 
his  country's  history  throughout  Ii"-' — '  — ^ 
lion.  A^  a  parliamentary  leader,  in' 
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lanship,  in  oratory  which  convinces  the  reason  ' 
Ddruksthe  passions— in  alt  the  high  powers  ofex- 
SQtWe  capability,  be  has  no  equal.  Intuitive  and 
ccoraie  apprehension,  soundness  of  judgment, 
irectness  and  comprehensiveness  of  mind,  and 
Jffh  and  honest  purpose,  are  among  his  disttn- 
uishing  characteristics.  His  system  of  policy 
)  as  broad  as  this  confederacy,  enlarged  as  its 
real  and  varied  interests,  and  based  upon  eternal 
rinciples  and  truth.  He  is  ambitious;  but  he  has 
ver  held  that  turbulent  and  towering  passion  strict- 
r  subject  to  the  behests  of  honor,  to  patrio^sm, 
)  devotion  to  constitutional  liberty,  and  to  the 
Ights  of  the  people.  Neither  his  services  nor  bis 
enown  have  been  limited  (o  his  own  race,  or  to  his 
wn  country;  but  both  pervade  the  civilized  world. 
Exposed  for  years  to  the  resentments  of  .a  great 
arty,  his  firm,  unwavering,  consistent,  and  lofly 
onrse  has  conquered  their  suspicions  and  their 
nmity;  and  now  there  is  none  whose  good  opinion 
!  of  any  value,  who  do  not  pay  homage  tohisgreat- 
less  and  integrity,  and  exult  in  the  con.'^ciousness 
tiat  he  is  their  countryman,  because  of  the  lustre 
rhich  he  has  shed  upon  the  nanK.  He  may  or 
nay  not  attain  to  the  rresidency;  but  he  occupies, 
ndwill  ever  occupy,  one  of  the loltiest  positions  in 
tie  moral  world—a  summit  bathed  all  over  in  living 
nd  glorious  light,  revealing  the  whole  man  as  he 
s,  without  fear  and  without  reproach.  He  is  our 
rusted,  our  well-tfied  champion— fiaithful  among 
he  faithless — the  impersonation  of  our  glorious 
ause,  under  whose  banner  we  go  forth  (politically) 
0  conauer  or  to  perish;  and  if,  in  this  conflict,  we 
ire  to  fall,  you  will  find 

*K>ar  backs  to  the  fiel  J  and  our  feet  to  the  foe." 


REMARKS  OF  MR-  DAYTON, 

OF' NEW  JERSET. 

hi  Senate^  February  15,  1843— On  Mr.  McDuppie's 
resolutions  and  the  amendments. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said: 

The  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McDi7ffib,J  as  well  as  his  remarks 
In  support  of  those  resolutions,  assert  only  genenu* 
ibstract  principles,  extending  to  no  measure  of  a 
iractical  character  for  the  relief  of  the  country. 
[  was  the  more  disappointed  in  this,  as  he  alleges 
iiat  all  parties  are  responsible  for  tlie  present  con* 
lition  of  things. 

His  abstract  principles  may  be  condensed  fairly 
IS  follows:  , 

In  reference  to  the  currency :  Do  nothing;  the 
roontry  will  work  out  its  own  salvation.  (He 
ini|ht  have  added,  "with  fear  and  trembling.") 
This  principle  is  not  a  new  one :  it  was  one  of  the 
principles  or  the  last  Administration,  that  the  cur- 
ency  should  take  care  of  itself. 

In  reference  to  finance  and  commerce,  his  doc- 
rine  is,  that  we  should  be  governed  by  the  legisla- 
ion  of  Great  Britain;  that,  if  she  looks  only  to- 
wards free  trade,  we  are  to  reciprocate;  that  our 
arifi*  laws  are  a  curse  to  our  revenue,  and  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress  is  more  destructive  to  com- 
nerce  than  all  the  pirates  that  ever  swept  the  ocean ! 
;By  the  way,  that  is  the  only  community  of  mod- 
ern times  who  have  ever  carried  into  efiect  the  gen- 
leman's  doctrines  of  free  trade.) 

These  are  his  principles;  and  they  appear  to  me 
0  carry  ^  with  them  their  own  refbiation.  If  they 
teeded  aa  answer,  they  have  had  one  in  full  from 
he  gentleman  who  preceded  me.  I  am  thankful, 
ir,  that  such  principles  have  not  as  yet  given  birth 
p  any  measure :  what  they  may  do  in  future,  re- 
nains  to  be  seen.  There  is  a  oird  of  the  desert 
vhich  deposites  its  egg  in  the  sands,  and  leaves  it 
here,  to  quicken,  or  addle,  as  the  action  of  the  ele- 
nents'may  determine;  ana  it  is  so  of  these  princi- 
)les.  They  are  dropped  in  the  public  mind;  and, 
hould  it  ever  warm  them  into  life,  they  will  break 
heir  shell,  and  we  will  then  see  the  strange,  for- 
tigo,  anti-American  prodigy  which  shall  stalk 
onh.  At  present,  I  content  mvself  with  having 
^led  the  principles  in  their  baldness,  without  foU 
owing  the  argument. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
!Mr.  £vAN8,J  amendatory  of  those  above  alluded 
0,  are  likewise  the  assertion  of  general  principles 
ttly.  In  those  principles,  generally,  I  heartily  con- 
cur. But  the  third,  I  apprehend,  is  exceptionable. 
This  resolution,  in  substance,  is:  That,  while  Con- 
gress does  not  intend  to  adopt  any  measure  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  the  States,  yet,  "in  view  of 
he  disastrous  consequences  to  the  national  cbarac- 
er  and  credit,"  &c.,  it  "declares  that  the  debts  of 
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the  several  States,  created  by  legislative  authority 
thereof  respectively,  are  obligatory  and  binding," 
Ac.;  and  that  it  is  "the  duty  of  the  people  of  said 
States"  to  resort  to  the  most  efficient  means  to  pay 
them,  6lc. 

As  an  individua]"^  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  above  propositions;  but,  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  1  prefer  substituting  my  amendment.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  see  a  constitutional  scruple 
behind  every  bush;  but  still  I  would  prefer  keep- 
ing within  the  line  of  acknowledged  right:  more 
prticularly  where,  as  in  this  case,  there  is  no  pos- 
sible inducement  to  go  out  of  it. 

I  did  not  understand  the  gentleman's  resolutions 
as  holding  out  the  idea,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated from  the  other  side  of  this  chamber.  The 
first  sentence  of  the  resolution  is  an  express  nega- 
tion of  it. 

My  amendment  was  with  a  view— 

1.  To  get  rid  of  that  part  of  the  resolution  by 
which  we  assume  to  declare  what  contracts  are,  or 
are  not,  binding  upon  the  States.    And — 

%  To  incorporate  into  these  resolutions  some- 
thing vindicatory  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
Federal  Gk)vemment. 

By  what  authority  is  it  that  we  have  the  right  to 
declare,  in  our  legislative  character,  what  obliga- 
tions between  States  and  strangers  are  binding^ 
Who  and  what  has  constituted  us  the  judged .  Is  it 
one  of  the  powers  expressly  granted,  or  an  inci- 
dent to  anv  such  powerl  We  may  talk  about  our- 
selves, ana  say  what  we  will,  and  what  we  will  not 
do.  But  we  ought  never  to  say— or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution,  to  declare — what  others 
are  bound  to  do,  unless  we  have  the  clear  right  to 
make  such  declaration. 

The  position  assumed  was,  that  we  had  the  right, 
because  the  delinquMicies  of  the  States  were  affect- 
ing our  national  character;  and,  therefore,  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  was  justified.  But  surely  the 
Federal  Government  has  no  powers  originating  in 
any  such  uncertain,  doubtful  source.  Who  is  to 
settle  what  doe^  and  what  does  not  afiect  our  na- 
tional character,  as  preliminary  to  the  exercise  of 
this  righil  Or  how  much  must  that  character  be 
afifectedl  How  hard  must  be  the  blow  which 
knocks  this  latent  right,  like  hidden  fire,  from  the 
flinti  Will  the  failure  of  a  merchant  or  a  bank  do 
ill  These  affect  our  credit,  it  is  said,  *'pro  tantoj* 
But  is  it  the  right  or  duty  of  this  Government  to 
declare  the.  law  of  the  contract  between  the  mer- 
chant or  bank  and  its  creditorl  It  is  obvious  that 
no  power  can  originate  in  such  a  source.  But  the 
right  was  claimed  on  another  ground.  It  was  said 
that  we  are  the  creditor  of  some  of  the  States, 
and  therefore  have  a  creditor's  right  to  talk;  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has,  no  doubt,  told 
these  delinquent  States  the  same  thing. 

I  submit  to  the  candoi  of  gentlemen,  whether 
this  resolution  is  based,  or  purports  to  be  based, 
upon  any  such  wound.  It  "declares  that  the  debts 
of  the  several  States"  are  binding.  What  debts, 
and  what  States?  Not  that  one  whose  bonds  we 
happen  to  hold,  but  all.  But  why  is  it,  on  the  face 
of  this  resolution ,  that  we  assume  to  express  this 
opinion?  Not  because  we  are  creditors;  but,  in  the 
language  of  the  resolution,  "in  view  of  the  disas- 
trous consequences  to  the  national  character  and 
credit."  The  expression  of  an  opinion  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  a  veiy  diff*erent  thing 
from  a  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  contract  by  the 
American  Senate,  When  it  speaks,  it  ought  to  be 
"as  one  having  authority;"  ana,  if  without  author- 
ity, I  submit  that  it  had  better  be  silent. 

Aside  from  our  doubtful  right  to  declare  the  law, 
it  strikes  me  as  impolitic.  I  do  desire  to  keep  the 
credit  and  faith  of  the  Federal  Government  distinct 
from  the  States;  and  so  I  presume  do  other  gentle- 
men. Yet  this  mixing  up  of  our  national  charac- 
ter and  the  State  debts,  and  our  declaratory  opin- 
ions about  legal  rights  and  moral  duties,  all  in  one 
resolution,  is  kneading  too  much  in  the  same 
trough.  Its  effect  is  to  leaven,  to  a  greater  extent, 
our  national  credit  with  unmerited  distrust. 

I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  here  and  else- 
where of  the  loss  of  our  national  credit — in  these 
resolutions;  in  the  reports  upon  our  tables;  even  in 
Executive  messages— evervwhere,  indeed.  Yet  it 
appears  not  to  have  entered  the  head  of  anybody  to 
vindicate  the  faith  of  the  nation.  Even  while  de- 
nying our  legal  obligation  to  answer  for  the  debts 
of  the  States,  our  whole  tone  has  been  such  as  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  we  felt  ourselves  morally  involved 
in  their  delinquency.    This.  I  deny;  and,  in  sup- 


port of  that  part  of  my  amendment^  desire  to  say 
a  few  words— not  in  that  spirit  of  national  whining, 
which  has  become  so  common,  nor  yet  in  the  mm 
of  railing,  but  as  an  appeal  to  the  ju[stice  and  liber- 
ality of  the  world. 

Let  us  open  the  records  of  national  faith,  and  see 
by  what  right  it  is  that  we  are  vilified  by  others— 
by  what  right  it  is  that  Great  Britain  assumes  to 
act  as  **eustos  inorum"Jor  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

One  of  the  earliest  evidences  of  British  ability 
in  finance  was  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The 
supplies  were  exhausted,  and  his  Majesty  needed 
money.  Clifford  was  dignified  with  a  peerage  and 
the  treasurer's  staff,  for  the  following  notable  sog- 

Ssstion  (got  fit>m  Shafiesbury.)  He  adviKd  that 
ey  seize  upon  the  funds  which  had  beett  paid  in- 
to the  exchequer  by  bankers  upon  the  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  done  at  once— the  exchequer  was 
shut  up— none  had  warning;  the  ruin  of  many  fol- 
lowed; bankers  stopped  payment;  merchants  could 
answer  no  bills;  distrust  took  place  everjrwbere. 
This  is  the  language  of  her  own  historian,  who  de- 
nounces the  act  as  **an  open  violation  of  the  most 
solemn  engagements,  foreign  and  domestic." 

The  first  item  in  the  public  debt  of  Great  Brit^ 
ain  is  the  consummation  of  this  outrage. 

The  amount  due  from  Government,  and  which 
it  had  had  in  gold  and  silver,  was  £l,328.5S6. 

The  payment  of  this  sum  was  stopped  ror  twen- 
ty-five years.  In  the  mean  time  hundreds  had  died 
in  penury  and  want;  and  then  Government,  instead 
of  paying  them  seventeen  mil lion^  of  dollars  ^hich 
were  due  for  principal  and  interest,  forced  the 
creditors,  by  act  of  Parliament,  to  accept  of  one- 
half  of  the  principal  only — less  than  three  millions 
of  dollars— or  notning;  and  for  this,  the  issued  biUs 
bearing  an  interest  oi  three  per  cent«  only,  instead 
of  eight,  the  usual  rate  when  they  got  the  money. 

This  sum  now  constitutes  the  very  first  item  ui 
the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  the  basis^ 
upon  which  the  whole  of  that  immense  pile  rests, 
stained  bs  it  is  with  national  perfidy  and  egres- 
sion. 

Again,  in  1811,  we  have  another  and  more 
modem  instance  of  Britain's  boasted  financial 
faith.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  havinr 
become  depreciated  by  their  immense  issues  and 
loans  to  Government,  the  obligation  was  cancelled 
in  this  way.  Having  first  relieved  the  bank  from 
paying  specie,  they  next  resolve  that  these  bills 
are  worth  their  face  in  specie,  (and  this  at  a  time 
when  they  were  notoriously  at  a  discount  of  at  least 
ten  per  cent.,)  and  then  made  them  a  legal  tender. 
But  lest  even  this  would  not  satisfy  we  public 
that  ninety  pounds  were  equal  to  one  hundred,  they 
went  further,  and  made  it  a  highly  penal  offence — 
a  misdemeanor — for  any  one  to  either  receive  or 
pay  them  away  at  less  than  their  face.  Notwith* 
standing  this,  they  continued  to  depreciate  until 
they  reached  a  discount  of  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty 
per  cent.;  and  Government  then  paid  on  its  public 
creditors,  ^*nolens  voUtis"  in  this  depreciated  pa- 
per, and  nothing  else.  The  effect  of  this  glorious 
operation  in  finance  may  be  seen  and  appreciated 
by  reference  to  Mushet*s  tables. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  peculiar  notions  of 
Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  of  financial  faith, 
as  indicated  by  the  above,  at  least  she  claims  never 
to  have  denied  her  obligations.  If  she  defrauded 
her  creditors,  it  was  always  "pursuant  to  the  act 
in  that  case  made  and  provided;"  and  her  (Credit- 
ors have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  she  has 
never  denied  their  debts !    Oh,  no. 

Of  repudiation  she  has  a  holy  horror.  With 
what  an  air  of  pious  complacency  are  we  branded 
as  a  nation  of  swindlers  and  cheats;  while  they, 
with  upturned  eyes,  thank  Gtod  theV  fire  not  as 
other  men !  Yet,  unless  the  past  be  a  fable,  and  his- 
tory a  lie;  repudiation,  even  in  its  worst  form,  has 
had  its  place  there. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  Long  Parliament,  all  the 
crown  and  church  lands  were  seized  upon  for  the 
public  use.    They  were  disposed  of  at  a  season  of 

Seat  pecuniary  want,  to  raise  money  to  carry  on 
e  civil  government  and  pay  her  armies.  They 
passed  into  the  hands  of  nonest  purchasers,  who. 
relying  upon  public  faith,  paid  therefbf  a  full 
price,  and  Government  received  their  moneys. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  a  few  years  after. 
Parliament,  by  public  enactment,  aeain  seized  upon 
these  lands,  and  handed  them  back  to  the  church 
and  the  crown.  Thousands  were  beggared  by  the 
act.    Government  was  at  least  bound,  by  every 

Srinciple  of  law  and  justice,  to  make  good   the 
amages.    It  was  a  debt  of  the  most  sacred  chiracH 
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^jr.  Yet,  after  a  Utile  legislative  coquetry,  she 
jfbded  the  debt;  and  to  those  ^rho  clamored  too 
loiuB^  for  justice,  she  gave  a  place  in  Newgate 
aha  me  Tower. 

3ir»  I  tootow  not  to  what  extent  a  careful  eye 
m^t  n6t  trace  this  moral  delinquencnr.  Bat  of 
one  thiiig  1  am  sure,. it  little  becomes  Englishmen 
to  lecture  «3  upon  moral  doty  or  public  faith. 

TiierQ  was  one  pecuniary  transaction  between 
thf  two^venimcnts,  and  it  illustrates  strongly  my 
poiHioii.  In  the  treaty  of  1793,  the  United  States 
a«3saiDed  to  *'marke  fall  and  complete  comi>ensation" 
for  certain  debts  doe  from  American  citizens  to 
British  sabjectst,  inasmuch  as  difficfiUy  was  found 
in  collectiag  them;  and  to  do  it  in  specie.  The 
aiaavnt  wasi  settled  by  convention,  between  Rufus 
Kjugand  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  1802,  at  £600,000. 
This  sum  was  paid  to  the  last  dollar,  and  in  specie: 
and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  England  herself  paid 
her  poblic  creditors  in  nothing  but   depreciated 

But  our  bonds  will  not  sell  in  Europe;  and  there- 
fore our  credit,  they  say,  is  gone.  And  has  there 
Haver  been  a  time  when  British  paper  could  not  be 
sold  at  pari  Sir,  the  history  of  the  past  teaches  this. 
White  the  certificates  and  treasury  notes  of  this 
Government  have  commanded,  almost  in  the  worst 
of  ttmes,  dollar  for  dollar,  the  exchequer  bills  of 
England,  (eren  when  bearing  an  interest  of  1\  per 
eem.,)  wnick  represent  her  floating  debt,  have  been 
il  a  discount  as  low  as  40  per  cent.;  while  her  3  per 
cents.,  which  I  take  as  a  specimen  of  her  funded 
dvbt,  nave  oscillated  between  the  extremes  of  47| 
ad  10(^  and  this  not  through  the  agency  or  in  time 
of  war  only,  bat  of  public  distress  and  commercial 
^testers.  While  she  has  been  arbitrary  and  faith- 
less to  her  creditor,  this  Government  has  never  de- 
fVauded  one  of  a  dollar.  While  she  is  staggering 
tndet  a  debt  of  £788,396,570,  (more  than  thirty-five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,)  we,  as  compared  with 
her,  have  none  at  all.  Onr  whole  public  debt  would 
scarcely  pay  the  discount  on  a  thirty-day  note  drawn 
ibr  Ittrs.  Yet  her  citizens  and  the  European  world 
hold  British  credit  good,  while  ours  is  to  be  doubted. 

Sir,  there  is  no  uovemment  of  the  world  whose 
credit  oaght  to  stand  higher  than  thai  of  these  United 
States.  There  has  none— no,  not  one— acted  with 
a  fiBith  more  pare;  not  a  man  of  the  Old  World,  or 
of  the  New,  has  lost  a  dollar  bj  its  promises.  Its 
are  ooundless;  its  debts  as  nothing;  its  honor 
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And  how  is  it  with  the  other  sovereignties  of  the 
Old  Worldl  Not  one  can  be  named  which  is  not 
slaggeiing  under  its  load.  Within  the  last  few 
years,  the  debts  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
(which  it  is  believed  have  not  been  materially  al- 
tered since)  were  as  follows:  Qreat  Britain  I  have 
^ready  alladed  to.  France  ^did  lime  permit,  I 
would  show  how  she  had  paid  ner  creditors)  had  a 
debt  of  £191,893,053,  with  a  revenue  insufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditares  of  her  (government:  Austria 
had  a  debt  of  about  £80.000,000;  Holland,  in  1833, 
had  a  debt  of  about  £10,000,000,  which  is  vastly  in- 
creased since;  Naples,  of  £20,000,000;  D^imark, 
between  £10,000.000  and  £11,000,000:  Portugal, 
an  acknowledged  debt,  in  1838,  of  £19,086,13^, 
Prussia,  of  £39,000,000;  Russia,  of  £50,000.000; 
Spain,  according  to  her  official  statements,  of  £89,- 
600,000,  and  it  is  believed  that  her  actual  debt  is 
three  times  that  amount.  With  these  budgets  of 
iniquity  upon  their  backs,  (the  fruits  of  rapine  and 
war.)  they  stagger  along  like  the  old  sinner  of  Ban- 
yan's alegory,  reading  homilies  to  us,  doubting 
whether  we  can  follow!  We,  in  lusty  youth,  car- 
rying the  weight  of  a  thistledown,  and  with  an  in- 
heritance stretching  from  sea  to  sea!  There  is  a 
cool  assurance  in  this  thing,  to  which  the  history  of 
the  world  has  no  parallel. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  make  a  merit  of 
abusing  Great  Britain.  Site  has  my  highest  re- 
spectjbut,  in  the  lifetime  of  an  empire,  matters 
such  as  1  have  alluded  to  will  occur:  and  they 
should  teach  as  charity.  With  the  kindest  of  feel- 
inet  when  they  scout  at  us  as  faithless:  when  they 
vS^  a  sanctimoniotK  regard  for  plighted  faith 
which  we  have  not; ,  when  they  claim  a  credit  in 
the  markets  of  the  world  denied  to  us—human 
mMire  cannot  refrain  from  asking  how  they  are 
^Qdtlod  to  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  disposition  to  speak  of 
Mfw^is,  exetpt  as  connected  with  things;  but  1  have 
hfifam  said  that,  from  the  highest  official  of  Gov- 
etnment  to  the  lowest,  the  same  humiliating  spec- 
taokfc  19  se^Q,  We  U>P^f  lo  have  forgotten  that 
{be  respect  and  confldence  of  others  depend  much 


upon  that  tone  of  respect  and  conidence  we  assume 
for  ourselves. 

It  was  with  surprise  and  mortification  that  1  read 
in  the  recent  message  of  the  President  of  the  Unir 
ted  States  the  result  of  a  late  petty  mission  to  the 
moTuv  markets  of  Europe.  Could  not  the  discredit- 
able fact  have  been  lefl  to  rumor— to  the  chance  of 
remaining  unknown  to  the  many,  and  being  forgot- 
ten by  the  fewl  Was  it  necessary  for  any  useful 
purpose  that-our  shame  be  published  in  this  endu- 
ring form  to  the  ends  of  the  earthi  The  loan  has 
been  taken  by  our  own  citizens,  who  knew  us  best. 
Was  its  negotiation  aided  by  an  announcement  of 
(he  fact  that  our  credit  was  dishonored  abroadi 
Why  farther  depreciate,  in  this  most  effective  of 
all  possible  ways,  the  credit  of  the  countryl  The 
fact  is  stated  in  connexion  with,  and  in  aid  of,  the 
argument  in  favor  of  the  exchequer  plan.  But  sure- 
ly the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  coimtry,  with  Amer- 
ican blood  in  his  veins,  and,  I  hope,  an  American 
heart  in  his  bosom,  should  have  hesitated  in  this 
kind  of  formal  and  official  announcement  of  the 
dishonor  of  American  credit.  It  is  a  course  of 
business  "m  generis.^*  The  cocmtry  draws  upon 
the  money  markets  of  Europe  for  five  millions  of 
dollars.  The  bill  is  dishonored:  when,  forthwith, 
the  drawer — this  country,  through  its  highest  offi- 
cer—makes solemn  protest  of  the  draft  against 
itself,  and  gives  public  notice!  Did  his  Excellency 
suppose  that  anybody  was  likely  to  pay  for  the 
honor  of  the  drawer?  If  not,  why  send  the  discred- 
itable fact  to  the  ends  of  the  earthi 

Again:  in  the  same  message,  and  in  the  same 
connexion,  is  another  matter,  equally  indicating 
the  want  of  that  proper  tone  of  sentiment  which  the 
organs  of  every  GK>vemmenf  should  assume  on  all 
questions  affi^ting  its  national  credit:  I  allude  to 
that  part  of  the  message  in  which  the  President 
refers  us  to  his  recommendation  that  the  land-fbnd 
be  ''mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  any  loan"  which  the  Qovemment 
might  contract,  and  thereby  "vindicate  the  Gtov- 
ernment  from  all  suspicion  of  bad  faith  or  inabil- 
ity," &c. 

Sir,  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Federal  GKwemment  of 
these  United  Slates;  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Slate 
Qovemment  of  New  Jersey:  neither  have  ever  dis- 
honored their  faith  by  a  broken  promise.  Aside 
from  other  objections  to  this  plan,  my  feelings  re- 
volt at  it  as  an  indignity— as  an  unmerited  imputa- 
tiom. 

An  American  President  recommends  to  an  Amer- 
ican Congress  that,  in  addition  to  our  national 
faith,  we  give  collateral  security  by  mortgage;  that 
we  submit  to  terms  in  the  markets  of  the  world  not 
asked  of  other  nations — terms  implying  a  distrost 
of  our  integrity  and  our  honor  I 

Farback'in  the  history  of  the  world,  when  loans 
were  made  upon  the  personal  responsibility  of 
kings  and  princes,  it  was  not  an  unusual  thing  to 
put  the  crown  jewels  in  pledge.  #But  our  loan 
was  to  be  made  upon  the  credit  of  neither  king 
nor  prince,  but  upon  the  plighted  faith  of  Gk)V- 
emment.  The  proposition  from  the  Executive  to 
hypothecate  our  crown  jewels  as  collateral  to  our 
faith,  had  it  been  made  by  a  foreign  power,  woald 
have  been  resented  as  an  msult. 

Sir,  we  are  frail  creatures — we  scarcely  know 
ourselves;  but  I  think  it  is  in  no  improper  spirit  that 
I  arraign  this  high  functionary  before  the  country 
as  forgetful  of  its  honor.  Tne  money  could  oe 
procured,  and  has  been  procured,  without  any  such 
extraordinary  means.  But,  if  it  could  not  have 
been,  taxation  was  open  to  us;  better  that,  than 
negotiating  on  terms  implying  a  distrust  of  our  in- 
tegrity. 

But  this  charge  of  forgetfulness  of  what  is  due 
to  ourselves,  does  not  attacn  to  the  Chief  Magi.strate 
alone.  It  does  appear  to  me,  as  if  one  party  in 
this  country  have  systematically  decried  its 
credit — have  made  an  effort  to  swell  in  public  esti- 
mation the  amount  of  its  indebtedness,  and  de- 
preciate its  resources.  Have  we  met  these  charges 
as  weoughtl  Unquestionably,a  system  of  retrench- 
ment has  been  in  progress  smce  the  revolution  of 
1840,  which  has  saved,  and  is  saving,  millions  to 
the  country.  The  danger,  indeed,  is,  from  present 
appearances,  that  Congress  will  rush  blindly  from 
one  extreme  to  another — will  show  a  "zeal  out- 
running wisdom."  In  this  respect,  at  least,  Whig 
promises  have  been  kept  to  the  letter.  There  is 
nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  should  involve 
the  credit  of  the  Federal  Grovernment  in  the  slightest 
suspicion;  yet,  even  in  this  hall,  and  everywhere, 
there  is  a  species  of  tame  submission  to  moral  cas- 


Hgaiion.     Whet  we  ktt  told  tlilt  ottr  enUt 
suspected,  when  every  wind  thiabl0tfttrad|^t( 
it  charges  of  dishonesty  aad  ftaad.  HO  Vml 
been  heard  to  vindicate  the  anstainedtiim(fi 
nation.    This  ought  not  to  be.    WUaenri 
the  sins  of  some  of  the  States,  fand  Ofod  \ 
am  no  apologist  for  them,)  the  faith  of  the 
lie  Is  without  spot  or  blemish. 

Did  I  not  feel  that,  from  the  peeuldi 
tion  of  our  Government,  there  could  he 
upon  OS  for  State  debts,  I  would  have  h<  _ 
ihrcfw  back  upon  the  world  the  perfidy  of  Orilwlf 
It  would  have  been  brazen  effrontery.  I  eaudtli 
believe  that  European  capitalists  tmdtmind  *# 
i^rstem  better  than  is  pretended.  If  a  putneil| 
in  Liverpool  were  of  that  kind  called  UeiSd^ 
in  other  words,  for  specific  objects^etdi  pedp 
having  contributed  a  specified  amount  of  cij^ 
and  liable  for  no  more;  and  one,  two,  or  thneonir 
twenty-six  partners  should  become  emhanttKl  it 
their  private  affairs,  the  firm  would  very  tbi2^ 
understand  that  it  was  neither  morally  norWil^ 
bound  for  priv^e  debts.  Ay,  and  they  wMw^ 
derstand,  too,  how  the  firm  might  be  safe,  tbovi 
individuals  were  not  so.  Tet  the  attidei  of  pS 
nership  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expressian]  qsSt 
which  the  Federal  Government  does  busiiiaB  tan 
been  published  throughout  the  world.  Tbeym 
the  American  Constitution,  of  which  all  hid  notiiit 
So  far  as  the  States  have  any  interest  in  this  fim 
beyond  what  is  necessary  for  the  transttiion  ofii] 
business,  (as  the  proceeds  of  the  pubQc  laodiQl 
would  have  no  objection  to  retam  the  same  to  tko, 
to  do  with  as  they  judge  proper;  but  whatereruf 
be  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  in  regni 
to  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  (about  which  I^ 
no  opinion,)  I  utterly  protest  agamatits  OMraJ  ot  k- 
ffal  liability  for  the  delinquency  of  any  State  or 
States  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  secret  of  this  s^ixit  of  railing  against  m 
abroad  is  not  in  the  anticipated  loss  of  mo&eTaolj. 
That  they  have  been  used  to  at  home.  Still  Ibi 
does  it  arise  from  any  pecaliar  excess  of  bmdi 
yktae;  but  it  comes  from,  and  is  in  aid  of,  their «h! 
'spleen  against  our  institutions. 
.  I  am  aware  that  this  debate  is  not  of  the  iM 
useful  character;  but  it  will  be  remembered  tfatf  it 
did  not  originate  on  this  side  of  the  dwnber.  tf 
theee  resolutions  be  pressed  to  a  vote,  IirnA  if 
amendment  may  be  first  adopted.  Itisneoesrtryte 
divest  them  of  the  assumption  ofthatdonb^  power 
to  declare  an  opinion  on  the  law,  as  wellastoiii£> 
cateoorsense  of  what  is  due  to  the  credft  an)  clir< 
acter  of  the  Federal  Qovemment 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  GORDON, 

OF  NBW  YOES. 

Hthe  House  of  Btpresentati}m,fkhr%mf^,\Mk'' 
On  the  bill  making  an  approprktiea  for  mr 
mercial  intercourse  with  Cniaa. 

Mr.  GORDON  rose,  and  addressed  the  Gbtir. 

He  said  he  did  not  rise,  on  the  present  occtffOB, 
to  become  the  apologist  and  defenoer  of  theprevM 
Administration;  for  he  had  no  agency  in  hHit 
ing  it  into  power  in  the   memorable  contotot 
1830.    Far  fram   iu  he  had  exened  hiiDseltto 
the  best  of  his  ability,  to  keep  it  ont.    He  had  rin 
for  th^  purpose  of  replying  tmpromplu,  and,eM 
as  the  occasion  would  permiL^to  the  roeoh  \M 
made  by  his  coUeague.  [Mr.  J.  C.  Qj*^I-"*2?i 
sui generis  in  point  of  taste,  and  partaking  stniglf 
of  the  fumes  of  the  midnight  lamp.    His  collea^ 
had  taken  more  than  ordmary  pahis  to  cnll  ftps 
the  ];>ages  of  Shakspeare,  JiuiuSf  ByroDitod  w 
classics  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  the  cbM 
epithets  of  vituperation,  of  sarcann,  and  of  dfr 
quy,  to  crowd  them  into  a  memorized  philippic  * 
an  hour's  length  against  the  Execntive  m  » 
prime  minister,  whom  he  had  so  zealopsly  Wbw 
to  elevate  to  power.    He  did  not  recollect  to  tej 
heard  a  speech  this  session  in  which  tnorem 
and  gall  was  poured  out  upon  the  doomed  heus" 
"Captain"  Tyler  and  Daniel  Webster.  InM«| 
l^  taUonis.  or  law  of  retaliation,  as  pnctis^ 
the  olden  time,  between  the  flood  and  ***''2 
of  Christendom,  would  well  apply  to  him.  wt» 
his  colleague,  then,  complain  if  he  '•^^J^ 
good,  and  as  much,  as  he  hi^d  hurled  W  Iwj 
Tyler  and  Webster!    Let  him  not  mtfmnr  u" 
poisoned  chalice  was  returned  to  hb  own  lip«' 

Bis  colleague  now  said  ihat  he  ^f^j^j^ 
the   present  Administration  was  ^^^'^^^ 

E}wer.    Such  a  declaration  did  net  at  •)}  wj 
im,  (Mr.  G.,)  strange  as  it  might  sM^  <^ 
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Commercial  inter  course  toilh  China — Mr,  Gordon. 


|sfarbMkaslS40y  he  did  not  doubt  bat  that  his 
loUeagcic  w«ald  repent  of  the  exertions  he.  then 
fas  mking— and  why?  Because  he  foresaw  that 
he  Whig  partjr  would  fall  to  pieces  by  its  own 
rant  of  any  cohesive  principle,  and  by  that  lust- 
ol  longing  after  office  and  the  spoils  which  the 
tatronage  of  a  kingdom  could  not  have  satiated. 
n  a|Uempting  to  describe  the  party  which  the 
^re^ent  would  create  for  himself,  by  the  influ- 
A^e  of  executiye  patronage,  his  colleague  had 
f^  delineated  the  pAfty  to  which  he  himself  be- 
gged, and  which  neyer  could  have  been  so  truly 
cDresented  had  hot  his  collea^e  been  familiar 
fvh  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed. 
Vhat  were  theyl  The  cheese-parings,  the  candle- 
lit the  rag -tag  and  bob^tail  of  all  the  factions, 
ili^^OAi,  and  parties,  that  eyer  existed.  Such  was 
be  a^isemblage  which  met  at  Harrisburg  in  the 
DOAth  of  December,  1839.  So  sensible  were  the 
iMfnbers  of  that  assemblage  of  the  fact  that  radi- 
al differences  existed  among  themselves,  that  they 
lid  not  eyen  dare  to  talk  to  each  other  about  any 
common  principle  upon  which  they*could  enter  the 
>residential  content.  They,  therefore,  suspended 
he  consideration  of  all  such  subjects;  besought 
)»  ''generous  confidence''  of  the  public;  put  their 
)wn  &yorite  instrument,  tJU  gag^  into  the  mouth  of 
heir  candidate;  and  surrounded  him  with  a  com- 
nittee  to  speak  for  him!  All  this  was  done  from 
he  knowledge  that  they  held  no  one  principle  in 
xtomon  with  each  other,  and  from  the  fear  that  the 
idoption  of  a  broad  and  general  class  of  princi- 
ples might  disturb  some  of  the  "candle-ends."  Fit 
representatiyes  of  the  party  to  which  his  colleague 
)eIoDged,  and  under  whose  victorious  banners  he 
bnght  the  battle  of  18401  Once,  indeed,  his  col- 
eagne  did  belong  to  the  Democratic  party.  It 
nras  long  prior  to  the  year  1837.  But  that  eyil  spirit, 
railed  "ambition,"  whispered  in  his  ear;  ana  he. 
:harmed  by  its  witchery,  immediately  performea 
vhat  is  called  a  somerset.  It  was  so  far  back. 
1$  1826,  when  his  colleague  went  oyer  to  the  oppo- 
dtion,  and  was  eleyated  to  Congress  by  the  Feder- 
ilists.  aided  bya  portion  of  the  Republican  party  « 
vhich  he  had  led  astray.  What  folio wedl  How 
lid  his  colleague  seryehisnew  friends  and  allies 
^bo  elected  himl  By  coming  to  Congress  in 
827;  and,  after  taking  the  oath  of  office,  adyocating, 
vith  signal  zeal,. all  the  Democratic  measures  of 
be  session— thus  coldly  turning  his  back  upon  the 
nen,  and  scornfully  trampling  under  foot  the  meas- 
iresofthe  party  who  elected  him. 

The  Chairman  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  (jk>RDON  said  he  whs  not  impugning  the  mo- 
ives  of  his  colleague,  by  any  means.  Far  from  it. 
le  was  only  stating  facts.  [Laughter.]  And  he 
lelieved  that^ccording  to  the  decision  of  the  chair- 
oan.  [Mr.  Winthrop,]  money  bills,  when  under 
0D$ideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  opened 
be  door  to  all  sorts  of  debate.  [Laughter^  But, 
3  return  to  the  facts  he  had  been  stating.  His  col- 
Btm  lef\  the  Democratic  party.  There  was  no 
ioobt  of  Chat.  It  wa9,  therefore,  for  his  colleague 
3  explain  the  motiyes  which  actuated  him  in  so 
ieing,  when  he  became  the  candidate  of  an  inregn- 
ir  par^,  af^er  having  been  from  his  youth  a 
Ctekler  for  regular  nominations. 

[Here  Mr.  J.  C.  Clark  rose,  and  desired  to  ask 
question.] 

Mr.  QoanoN  said  he  must  decline  yieldin|f  the 
oor.  Under  the  rule  which  his  colleague's  friends 
ad  adopted,  his  time  was  short;  and  he  therefore 
fished  it  to  oe  understood  that,  when  he  was  ad- 
ressing  the  Chair,  he  desired  to  occupy  the  floor 
Xdusiyely.  His  colleague  was  elected  to  Con- 
fess by  the  Democratic  party  in  1836,  (ten  years 
fier  hi^  irregular  election;)  uid  twice  since  had 
een  elected  by  the  Federalists  of  the  Chenango 
istrict. 

Mr.  Clark  (from  his  seat)  asked  if  he  did  not, 
^  his  election  in  1836  by  the  Democratic  party, 
e  into  a  minority  of  one  thousand,  and  work  upl 
Mr.  Qordon  remarked  that  he  bad  not  supposed 
W  minofity  was  so  small;  but  if  it  was,  then  so 
i|ch  the  worse  for  his  colleague;  for  it  showed 
Hthe  bad  broken  down  the  party  whose  cause  he 
Vouaed,  and  into  whose  confidence  and  good 
Hoes  he  had  managed  to  initiate  himself.  The 
Wj  had  m«ch  trouble  on  his  account,  all  owing 
i  the  great  degree  of  confidence  which  was  re- 
lied in  Mm,  and  enabled  him,  by  a  bad  use  of  it, 
Moeeiyaso  many  faithful  followers.  These  hon- 
iDemocrata  (to  their  credit  be  it  said)  followed 
p  bat  a  short  time.  They  soon  obeyed  their  nat- 
dl  instincts,  quit  their  deceiver,  and  returned  to 


their  first  love — where  every  other  Democrat  would 
return,  if  God  should  onlyspare  his  life  to  take  a 
"sober  second  thought."  His  colleague,  it  seemed, 
^ot  back  to  the  Democratic  party  after  his  apostacy 
m  1826;  and  howl  By  enleiing  it  under  the  Jack- 
son banner,  which  he  was  among  the  firvst  to  unfurl. 
Yes;  his  colleague  basked  in  the  light,  and  tri- 
umped  in  the  victory,  of  that  hero  and  statesman — 
his  constituents  pardoning  him  of  former  transgres- 
sions in  consideration  of  nis  years,  and  of  the  natu- 
ral pronenrss  of  yomh  to  indiscretioiL  Foreseeing, 
with  eagle-eyed  sagacity,  the  rising  popularity  Zt 
the  man  who  had  filled  the  measure  or  his  coun- 
try's elory,  his  colleague  lost  no  time  in  becoming 
the  champion  of  General  Jackson,  and  soon,  by 
his  zeal  and  seryices,  excelled  the  strongest  Dem- 
ocrat in  all  the  cotratry.  This^  though  it  gave  him 
frace  and  fayor  with  his  old  frienda,  did  not  restore 
im  to  full  confidence  and  commtmion  with  them. 
Long  did  he  sit  upon  the  stool  of  repentance  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  mourning  oyer  his  transgres- 
sions, and  appearing  meek  as  possible  before  the 
people.  To  crown  the  long  catalogue  of  his  pro- 
fessions of  fhith  in  the  Democratic  creed,  prepara- 
tory to  his  full  restoration  to  public  confidence,  he 
was  the  author  of  a  set  of  resolutions  which  were 
adopted  at  the  Norwich  conyention,  held  in  Feb- 
ruary 1885,  and  composed  of  delegates  froih  the 
seyeral  towns  in  Chenango  county,  and  which  reso- 
lutions justified  the  remoyal  of  the  deposites  by  Gen. 
Jackson,  denounced  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  as 
unconstitutional  and  inexpedient,  asserted  that  gold 
and  silyer  were  the  only  safe  and  proper  currency, 
va^chairged  VuAa  United  States  bank v><midbe dan- 
gerous in  coffupiing  members  'of  Congress.  These 
resolutions  were  reported  by  his  colleague,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  conyention.  His  agency  in  getting  them 
up,  and  having  them  passed,  secureu  his  appoint* 
ment  to  the  State  conyention  held  the  following 
year  to  select  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  also  his  nomination  and  consequent 
election  to  Congress  by  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
fall  of  1836. 

What  respect  could  be  paid  to  the  views  of  men 
who  denounced  a  bank  ot  the  United  States  as  un- 
constitutional, inexpedient,  politically  dangerous, 
and  corrupting  to  members  ot  Congress;  and  then, 
after  all  tnis,  turned  around,  and  borrowed  of  it 
about  $4,000  in  1837,  and  S6,000  more  in  1840, 
making  in  all  the  round  snm  of  #10,000— "a  fair 
business  transaction"— neyer  to  be  paid  but  by 
the  sponging  process  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and 
then,  with  utter  shamelessness,  voted  for  the 
creation  of  the  very  institution  they  before 
denounced^  What  weight  should  be  i^iven  to 
the  opinions  of  men  who  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law,  and  then  became  voluntary  applicants  for  its 
benefiisl  What.efi*ect  could  the  denunciation  of 
an  apostate  have  against  apostacyl  It  was  like  the 
pot  calling  the  kettle  black.  With  what  face,  then, 
could  a  man  who  had  been  refused  an  office  (hay, 
that  of  consul  to  Liverpool)  pretend  to  stand  up  on 
this  floor,  and  accuse  a  man  who  defeated  his  ap- 
pointment of  corrupt  selfishness  for  clinging  to 
office^ 

At  the  extra  session  of  1841,  his  colleague  voted 
for  the  bankrupt  law,  and  is  now  a  voluntary  appli- 
cant for  the  benefit  of  the  act — his  inventory  show- 
ing, (as  Mr.  G.  was  informed,)  among  other  things, 
an  indebtedness  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
some  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  money  loaned  in 
1837.  During  the  27ih  Congress,  he  voted  for  the 
two  bills  incorporating  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  were  vetoed  by  President  Tyler;  and  for 
which  vetoes  he  now  was  in  the  habit  of  denouncing 
the  Executive  in  the  most  bitter  and  scathing  terms. 
Of  the  Norwich  convention,  in  1836,  he  was  the 
most  active  and  leading  member,  and  was  the 
prime  mover  and  author  of  the  resolutions  embody- 
ing the  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  party,  then  and 
now.  What  his  motives  were,  in  taking  the  part  he 
did  in  that  convention,  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  leave  to 
his  colleague  to  explain.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say; 
and,  besides,  it  was  unparliamentary  on  that  floor 
to  speak  of  the  motives  of  honorable  members. 
This  much,  however,  he  would  say:  that  the  part 
taken  by  his  colleague  at  that  convention  secured 
his  nomination  and  election  to  Congress^nd  re- 
united him  to  the  Democratic  party.  His  col- 
league then  stood  upon  the  same  intimate  footing 
wim  the  Democratic  partywhich  he  had  occupied 
prior  to  his  apostacy  in  1^26;  and  bad  he  not  again 
forfeited  and  abnsed  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
it  would  have  abided  with  him  to  his  latest  breath. 


. 


Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  Qnc.e  crush- 
ed, it  withers  and  dies.  It  was  not  long  before  his 
colleague  forfeited  the  respect  and  confidence  he 
had  so  studiously  sought  and  won.  He.  served 
with  the  Democratic  party  until  he  came  on  to 
Washington  at  the  extra  session  of  1837,  when  he 
joined  the  Conservative  clique.  Thenceforward, 
he  battled  against  the  Democratic  party.  Like  most 
other  apostates,  he  did  not  join  the  FederaUsls  im- 
mediately; but  stopped  at  the  Conservative  half- 
way house,  and  there  refreshed  himself,  until  that 
slimly-patronized  resting-place  was  razed  to  th^ 
ground,  when  he  went  smack  over  to  the  embraces 
of  the  Federal  party.  There  he  now  is !  There, 
he  (Mr.  G.)  trusted,  he  would  ever  remain !  T%ere 
he  MUST  remain,  if  he  depended  upon  the  Demdc- 
racy  of  old  Chenango  to  rescue  him !  He  (Mr.  G.) 
did  not  undertake  to  impeach  the  motives  of  his 
colleague;  he  merely  stated  0ict8,  whiclthis  col- 
league might  answer  if  he  saw  fit.  He  could  not 
refrain  from  saying  what  he  had,  when  he  saw  his 
colleague,  in  the  speech  of  to-day,  sneering  at  the 
Democratic  party,  casting  reproaches  upon  them, 
calling  one  of  their  Governors  the  ''hero  of  clam* 
bakes/*  and  denouncing  the  party  generally  as.  loco- 
focos  and  disorganizers.  It  had  been  well  remark* 
ed  that  the  Devil  could  quote  Scripture,  and  preach 
a  good  sermon,  when  it  suited  his  purpose.  Now, 
he  thought  his  colleague  was  not  a  very  fit  person 
to  read  a  lecture  to  the  present  Administration  on 
the  subject  of  apostacy,  and  to  deal  out  denuncia- 
tions, right  and  left,  upon  it,  and  upon  the  Demc^ 
cratic  ][^rty.  Such  lectures  came  with  ill  grace 
indeed  from  suck  an  author !  His  colleague  should 
first  pluck  out  the  big,  glaring  beam  in  his  own 
eye,  before  he  undertook  to  scan  and  critidse  the 
motes  in  other  people's  eyes. 

Now,  he  would  ask,  what  was  the  principal 
ground  of  his  colleague's  complaimi— -what  the 
source  of  all  his  grief,  and  wailing,  and  lameniation 
over  the  untimely  fate  of  his  fallen  ps^riyl  Was  it 
that  he  mourned  the  sacrifice  of  any  nrinciplfi--anj 
exalted  motive  of  action,  that  Ji>onaa  his  p{^i;ty  to- 
getherl  Not  at  all.  His  colleague  did  not  once 
allude  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  His  grief 
was  of  a  different  complexion.  It  w^s  the  loss  of 
the  spoils— the  loss  of  power  and  influence— the  im- 
possibility of  obtaining  patronage  and  plaoe— 4hat 
nis  colleague  lamented.  Yes,  it  was  the  loss  of  all 
for  which  his  colleague's  party  had  been  contend- 
ing—the sad  wreck  of  all  their  hopes  1  His  col- 
leagoe  had  spoken  of  the  love  of  office,  and  tb# 
treachery  of  men  in  high  places;  but  said  nothing 
of  the  principles  of  his  party,  nor  uttered  oik  r^grat 
at  the  failure  of  their  measures.  When  Francis 
the  First,  at  the  battle  ofPayia,was  defeated,  and 
his  army  cut  to  pieces,  he  wrote  his  mother  word 
that  he  "had  lost  all,  save  honor,"  So  it  was  with 
the  Democratic  party  after  the  contest  of  UMKK 
They  lost  all  but  their  principles:  They  rallied 
under  the  flag  of  their  undying  principles;  and, 
without  the  aid  of  patronage  ana  place,  and  tha 
spoils,  achieved  the  most  fflorlous  victories  through- 
out the  Union.  How  different  was  the  case  with 
the  party  of  which  his  colleague  was  now  a  mem* 
her  I  When  the  patronage  and  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  wrenched  from  theni,  and  by  the  man 
they  had  themselves  elevated,  their  all  was  gone  I 
They  could  not  say,  like  Francis  the  First,  "we 
have  lost  all,  save  honor,"  They  could  not  sj^, 
like  the  Democratic  party,  "we  have  lost  all,  save 
prxncipie."  Their  only  note  was  a  cross,  crabbed, 
muttering  cry,  like  that  uttered  here  to-day  by  bis 
colleague  over  the  loss  of  Ihe  spoils.  Deprived  of 
these,  they  were  as  outcasts  at  sea,  without  anchor 
and  without  compass.  The  Democratic*  party,  on 
the  contrary,  shorn  of  the  trappings  of  office,  be- 
came more  powerful  than  before;  and,  like  the 
giant  Antaeus,  gathered  new  strength  from  th^ir 
fall. 

Although  about  to  retire  from  public  Mft,  he 
cherished  as  ardent  a  desire  for  the  sneceis  oi  the 
Democratic  party  as  ever.  He  could  never  consent 
that  his  ardor  should  be  dampened,  and  his  zeal 
quenched,  by  the  fitct  that  be  was  soon  to  go  out  ol 
Congress;  but,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  in  pnhMc  or 
in  private  life,  his  hopes  and  his  exertions  mmA 
ever  be  the  same. 

As  to  the  issues  between  his  colleague  and  the 
present  Administration,  he  considered  all  th«ii  a 
mere  family  quarrel.  The  Whig  party,  an^  the 
body  of  the  supporters  of  the  AdministratioB,  iai0ht> 
be  disunited  now;  but  the  time,  he  predicted)  WWlki 
come  when  they  would  be  allied  agi^D»  aM(p^. 
suing  the  same  objects.    They  would  beonitea 
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•gaJD,  bom  ibe  faci  ihai  boih  -warned  lo  establish 
.  paper  cnrreiicy  Tor  Ibis  great  ualion.  Seme  of 
Ihem  weK  for  an  excbequer,  and  others  for  a  Bank 
nf  Ihe  nailed  Slsies.  Sume  of  tbcm,  too,  waDled 
10  bolster  up  the  paper  a(  ibe  Stale  banks  with  the 
i^redit  of  Ibe  General  aovernment.  All,  iQ  fact, 
wanted  to  renovate  the  same  system  of  paper-mo- 
nay,  under  the  evils  of  vhlcb  the  couDtrf  nowsuf- 
fererl  so  erievousty.  He  would,  then,  elaneeat 
some  of  the  eipedients  of  ihia  party,  and,  among 
ihem,  the  tSOO,UOO,000  scheme  oT  the  Kenileman 
from  Maryland,  fMr.  W.  C.  JoiraaaN,]  What  was 
that  achemet  Why,  that  the  Oovcmmenl  shall 
j-iue  two  hundred  milliuns  of  tmnds,  ai  an  interest 
of  3  per  cent.,  based  on  Ihe  pretended  sale  of  the 
public  lands;  in  other  word^i,  to  pat  £200,000,000  of 
GoveraoieDl  paper  afloat,  without  any  adequaie 
iecurily  for  its  redempiion.  Such  wa<:,  in  a  few 
words,  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. Now\  what  was  the  proposition  at  another 
Smleman  from  Ihe  same  side  ol  the  Housel  [Mr. 
ramNo,]  Thai  Ihe  QovcrnnieDt  should  cariy  on 
the  business  oT  private  banking  otv  private  account, 
and,  at  ib<  same  lime,  give  currency  to  depreciated 
bank  paper.  Such  wo;  the  eirhequer.  But  he 
■would  return  to  the  two  hnndred  inillioti  scheme; 
for  he  feared  thai  all  ihii  longing  after  paper- 
money  would  end  in  it  at  la<i. 
The  Chairman  called  lo  order  for  irrelevancy. 
Mr.  Surrn  ot  Virginia  inierpused,  and  begged 
that  the  gentleman  might  be  permiited  to  proceed, 
B)  the  other  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  J;  C. 
Clibx]  bad  been  allowed  to  go  on  without  any 
restriction  or  limitation. 
After  one  or  two  remarks  from  the  Chair- 
Mr.  GoKDOH  resumed,  and  said  he  should  pro- 
ceed in  order.  The  ground  he  look  in  ihis  mat- 
ter w«s,  ihat  this  party  could  not  be  salely  intrusted 
irith  money,  because  of  the  eitravagani  and  impol- 
itic projects  thevwere  ever  ready  to  forue  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  House.  He  wished  to  kDDW,berore 
lie  inimsted  this  Admi  nisi  rat  ion  and  this  party  with 
money'^for  he  look  it  ihal  this  bill  emanBled  from 
the  majoriiy)— before  he  opened  the  purse-strings 
ofihe  nalion,  and  intrasted  them  wiLh  the  treasure 
ofthepec^ile,  he  wished  to  iniiuire  inio  Iheirsys- 
(em  ud  policy  of  gojemmem.  He  presumed  this 
would  be  aa  much  in  order{and  he  hoped  the  Chair- 
man would  so  role  ii)  as  to  debate  the  Faneail 
Hall  speech  of  Mr.  Webster.  Was  H  not  as  moch 
in  order  to  allude  lo  ihe  state  of  the  finances  of 
(he  Oovemnient,  as  to  treat  of  whal  his  coUeagae 
was  pleased  to  term  the  ireaclieryof  his  poliiical 
fl-iendsl  He  desired  to  discos  Ihe  position  taken 
by  a  niaiofilv  of  Ibai  pany,  ihroagh  ilielr  own  Com- 
millee  of  Ways  and  Mean^— that  it  was  coropeient 
and  cousliinitona!  Tor  tbe  General  Oovemment  to 
hsue  S-300,000,000  of  bond":,  to  be  given  to  Ihe 
States,  and  also  what  "relier  such  a  scheme  woold 
•flord  to  Ibe  people.  He  would,  however,  firstireat 
of  ibe  exchequer. 

Here  the  Chairman  again  inwrrnpled  Mr.  O., 
and  taid  lhat  the  topics  he  was  discussing  were  ir- 
relevant to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
(herefore  out  of  order. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Da  via  rose,  and  remarked  thai  he  on- 
de[S(onl  bis  colleague  to  attude  to  these  snbjecis  in- 
cidentally,Bnd  as  illustrative  of  bis  general  argn- 

Mr.  Wai,i..Di  said  lhat  ihe  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  J.  C.  Cluk]  had  been  allowed  lo  speak 
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lost  glowing  de- 
;reai  Whig  party, 
and  a  lolly  dom^ 
mao  behind  the 
venue.  wa.s  eier- 
iaring  down  that 
I  II  would  not  re- 
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u)  glowingly  described  by  his  colleague?    Why,  he 

believed  that  ■■--  ''—   -'  ' —i-.i.—   .i-_ 

latch-string  w 


cider  barrel 
ilst  the  edifice  itself  was  built 
of  rongh  logs,  wlih  the  chinks  between  them  stop- 
ped up  with  mud.  It  was  a  temple  of  night  revel- 
Saud  debauch,  where  its  votaries  drank  hardcl- 
r,  and.  too  often  for  their  own  good,  became  fud- 
dled !  If,  then,  this  mighiy  man— this  premier  at 
Iheeod  of  Ibe  avenue— aided  by  the  boys,  did  "  " 
down  the ■■ '-   -■■""-■ ■- 


Ihe  consecrated  temple  of  Wbigery,  he  did 
good  than  harm.    He   (Hr.  07)  applauded 
him  for  tbeacl.    True,  it  was  asmatl  busi '-- 


it  tvonld  be  a. 


fact  lo  tbe 


hundred  million  project,  darkly  hinted  at 
in  the  Faneuil  Hall  speech,  originated  in  this 
country  or  in  England;  and  also  whether  it  was 
first  conceived  before  or  alter  Ihe  visit  of  that 
mightyman  lo  England  in  1839;  whether  juras  be- 
fore or  alirr  he  got  ibe  ihou^iand  pound'for  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  Slate  credit.  Tbc-^e 
facts  might  be  bigbly  important  to  Ibe  people,  in 
enabling  ihem  to  judge  of  ihemeritsof  the  scheme. 
He  considered  it  as  no  more  nor  less  than  a  project 
Ibr  the  benefit  of  tbe  British  fttud-mongerx,  and  Ihe 
succcfs  of  which  would  crnah  ibis  Republic. 
Once  adopted,  the  Qovernmenl  could  noi  subsist  a 
day.  There  woald  be  a  consolidation  of  all  tbe 
puwer  of  the  States  in  the  Federal  Qovemmeoi. 
Congress  would  have  taken  upon  itself  to  discharge 
all  tne  debis  created  by  the  extravagance  of  the 

ci ._  1   ijip  profligacy  of  their  agents,  wilhonl 

lo  restrain  their  propensities  to  further 
:  hem  in  g  extravagance.  This  would  be 
eon.~olidBti.on  in  its  fullest  seD>e,  and  would  break 
up  our  present  form  of  government;  for  Ihe  Slates 
would  undoubtedly  come  to  their  senses  in  lime, 
and  shake  off  the  odious  harden  imposed  on  tbem, 
by  repudiation  or  nullillcatioQ.  For  himself,  sooner 
than  see  his  own  State  (New  York)  saddled  with 
the  debts  of  other  States,  he  would  resort  at  once 
to  nullification  or  reputiiation.  Yes;  he  would 
rather  repudiate  thau  entail  upon  Ihe  people  of  his 
State  debts  created  by  the  spendthrift  propensi- 
ties of  others.  Let  gentlemen  in  Congrcsi  ab- 
suin  from  tinkeiing  the  credit  of  the  Slates.  Let 
them  preserve  intact,  inviolate,  &ad  nntamisbed, 
the  faith  and  credit  of  ihe  General  Quvernmenli 
and,  he  was  willing  to  answer  for  11,  thai  would  be 
Ibe  test  mode  thai  could  be  adopted  lo  preserve 
tbe  credit  of  the  Slates.  He  could  not  think  of 
any  consideration  whith  should  for  one  moment 
infliience  Congress  to  assume  the  Stale  debts;  nor 
could  he  see  how,  by  possibility,  the  people  could, 
in  any  shape,  be  benefited  by  it.  At  this  very  time, 
the  annual  revenue  of  tbe  Qcneral  Qovemment 
from  customs,  lands,  end  all  sources  combined, 
does  not  amount  to  815,000,000.  The  annual  ordi- 
nary expendilares  of  me  Oovemment  are>33,000,- 
000.  The  national  debt  is  now  506,000,000,  at  an 
annual  interest  of  K1,560,00n.  What;  then  must 
be  our  reliable  sources  of  revenue,  unless  by  re- 
sorting to  direct  iniernal  taxation  1  Here,  then, 
with  a  debt  of  896,000,000  pressing  down  the 
credit  of  the  General  Government,  is  an  annual 
deficit,  Bile r  exhausting  all  our  Income,  and  with- 
out discharging  a  doflar  of  tbe  priuctpal  of  the 
debi,orS9,500,Ci00  lobe  provided  by  Increased  taxes, 
in  order  lo  save  this  Oovemmeni  from  repudia- 
tion, disgrace,  and  financial  ruin.  Yet  iiproposed 
to  superadd  to  this  hiad  of  debt  two  hundred  mil- 
lions, by  on  issue  of  bonds  bearing  3  per  cent  in- 
terest, on  the  baseless  securltv  of  the  pnblic  lands; 
when  ibeir  proceeds,  all  told,  added  lo  Ihe  dnlies 
an  imports,  fall  more  than  nine  millions  and  a  half 
short  of  the  annual  expenditures!  The  interest 
upon  ihe.<e  two  hondred  millions  is,  of  course, 
to  be  paid  by  means  of  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
pockets  of  the  people;  for,  to  think  of  jMying  it 
with  the  customs  and landsaies, it  ouiof  the  qoesiion. 
Where  would  these  bonds  of  the  Oeneral  Govern- 
ment go!  Would  they  go  to  the  people,  to  be  dis- 
tiibuted  per  capita  among  Ihem,  according  to  agra- 
rian principles?  Not  a  dollar.  How,  then,  would 
they  be  disposed  oil  The  share  of  each  indebted 
State  would  be  handed  over  to  its  creditors,  and 
the  share  of  the  non-indebted  States  to  i heir  authori- 
ties, to  stimulate  Ihem  and  iheir  agents  to  the  same 
ruinous  and  reclilese  career  of  eitravaEance  and 
wild  scheming  which  wonld  ineviiablj  lead  to  , 


bankruptcy  and  detalotioDS.  Bow,  i^htn 
peated,  were  the  people  to  be  tmicEidl  U  m 
9300,000,000  scheme,  (even  irihtsaDveRiiMtn 
able  to  meet  the  new  and  heavy  rcsjnesiti^ 
whilst  it,  at  the  same  time,  diichi^ed  ill  its  vtt 
duties  and  obligations')— an  undeitaiiiigibicbt 
man  in  hia  senses  believed  conld  ever  be  jaba 
ed.  Could  the  people,  by  any  possibilitj,  ht  ■( 
lievedby  grinding  laxesl  Ifltxaimwiift 
duce  relief  and  blessings,  then,  indeed,  ibt  mj 
wTjuld  be  doubly  blessed'  If  it  is  tmefuTUtti 
tended  formerly)  that  a  ntitiontidebiutuiiia 
bleuiing,  then,  indeed,  will  ibis  proJKt  nttaia 
blessing  in  a  most  eminent  d^r»<.  hihii()l: 
Q.'s)  view,  however,  this  scheme,  eniuitli{  aj 
had  from  tbe  brains  of  visionary  dWratn,** 
produce  blessings  and  "relief  villi  aveaga>n^ 
such  bleraings  as  national  discredit  udimohBc' 
end  snch  "relief"  as  practical  repndiitiabi 
GeDeral  Government.  Relief,  indcedl  Uitr^ 
the  people  with  their  own  money  and  crrdit:  bn 
a  mockeryto  talk  of  such  relief. 

But  let  him  lam  to  another  aspect  of  the  ogtft 
Whether  a  war  wiih  England  would  It  i^inj 
or  not,  he  could  not  now  nndertah  lo  aj.  E 
did  not  know  but  that  it  wonlddosomt  (g^^ 
arousing  a  spirit  of  patriotism  intlic  mgotrr.iii 
by  enkindling  a  good  feeling  in  llic  bcamcfili 
money-making  people,  who  would  dm  bfliiw; 
ask  even  a  desecration  ofthe  Consliiiititi«ii»H: 
therebr  they  conld  make  money.  Bntltiiili 
conceded  that  a  war  with  Elngland  wmMii 
ofihemosi  desirable  kind.  He  did  DOiMicrt^ 
the  people  of  Ihis  country  would doaoy  Inpftft 
act  to  promote  it.  Let  Englanil  espouse  the  oa 
of  the  Rothschilds,  and  other  foreign  buil«r>,ifi 
dared;  lei  her  lake  up  arms  in  defence  of  it(M 
las  Biddies  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  AUiiitic;lek 
make  common  cause  with  them, and  wage  nt  IB 
our  country  and  our  Conalitntlon— be  niikdi 
see  the  trial  come  al  once.  Be  vtsbedUlRli 
strength  and  virtue  of  our  ConsiitotiMi  teatl  fii 
wished  to  see  ibe  heart  and  energies  door  |(0(( 
pass  through  the  ordeal  lo  which-ibEyTuMi 
subjected.  He  felt  confident  that  all  the  pitriH' 
ardor  Ihal  inflamed  the  bosoms  of  onruixw: 
would  be  at  one  enkindled,  and  thai  ooi  mi 
would  come  out  from  the  contest  nnscatkd.  Tk 
peofile  ctf' this  country,  he  tbouglii,  owaliiittiv 

fraiitude  to  tbe  gentleman  from  HassulitBCi 
Mr.  AuuaJ  for  puttine  the  matter  npoo  ik  foa 
iDg  he  had  placed  it.  That  genilemui,  bt  tbmiE 
ing  warin  case  of  a  non-paymenlofike  anVdAi 
could  not  have  more  effecioallT  serred  Amii 
those  who  were  opposed  lo  asamniioii.  bin, 
he  had  put  it  oui  of  the  power  of  IbisGtnflinai, 
without  dishonor,  to  assume  tbe  Stale  ddttuk 
such  a  menace.  The  gentleman's  speech, dai{lt! 
to  intimidate,  would  Ik  hereafler  heldnpauf 
peal  to  the  pride  and  tbe  manialspiriiofibcpD 


that  a  Slate  might  go  o  . 
what  debts  fhe  piealsed,  giving  her  baadiiill 
eigners  for  the  amount,  and  then  thii  So'^'MM 
mu^tbe  dragged  into  ihe  payment  of  bcr in 
lions;  for  a  single  State  had  in  Ibis  way  tbt  ft 
to  involve  this  Unionina  warwitha  fofflpM 
notwithstanding  tbe  power  to  declare  «ir  nUj 
the  Constitnlion,  placed  jiot  with  tbeOotai"" 

of  a  Slate,  but  with  the  Federal  Go ' 

would  not  discuss  Ibe  validity  of  H 
for  lhat  subject  had  beensutBcieulydiKi 
Ibisfloor.  He  cared  not  whetherlMy^a 
far  as  the  argument  there  wi 
•i  that  a  State  might  eattn 
d,  and  that  Ihis  Oovemnx 
assume  her  indebtcdnas,  w»j  ^ 
this  country  in  ibe  power  and  at  tht  wm*> 
single  Siaie.  Why,  he  wonld  prdar  a»»li«" 
10  rnch  a  state  of  thing»-be  woaWptefeitai* 
State  lines  should  be  Moiled  ont-Uititl*'* 
people  o(  this  Union,  if  Ibey  wereto  be  nop* 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  r«[«ya»iii,  "J 
at  least  have  a  voice  in  tbe  contnetlnj o  "J, 
debts.  He  asked  the  House  whtt  «tiiJIJ| 
Slate  of  New  York,  which  hefapirtreptt^j 
had  either  here  or  at  home,  in  her  SaieUf" 
ture,  or  by  her  press,  or  her  pnWie  medliM 
indeed,  in  anv  form— over  the  e«itnai«!J" 
debis  of  Ihe  State  of  Indiana,  of  MiWlJ" 
of  Penn^lvanitl  Those  Stai«  ""■'■^^ 
debts  witiiom  cco«nlt«t]«i  wtth  Hi«  if^  ^ 
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ru  not  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  the  sntgect: 
nd  yet  the  modem  doctrine  which  they  heard 
tiere  was,  that  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  that 
(tate  were  to  be  reached  for  the  repayment  and 
iqoidation  of  those  debts.  Now,  he  would  appeal 
)  the  chairman  of  this  committee  [Mr.  wm- 
nop]  as  a  patriot,  as  a  statesman,  ana  as  a  high- 
linded  man  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  stndied 
^c  fathers  of  the  Constitution,  whether  this  wild 
cheme  was  ever  dreamed  of  by  those  revered 
ramers  of  the  charter  of  our  liberties;  and  whether, 
Q  the  whole  ranse  of  their  deliberations,  there  was 
lie  least  pjerceptible  leaning  to  such  an  enormous 
ower  which  now  found  advocates  in  the  venerable 
:entleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,1  and 
^e  aentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
OHJ  and  some  others. 

Bat  perhaps  he  had  said  as  much  on  the  Fanueil 
lall  speech  and  its  tendencies,  as  the  occasion 
rould  justify;  and  he  would  turn  for  a  moment  to 
iie  exchequer,  which  was  but  another  emanation 
if  the  same  brain— the  brain  of  one  who  had  said 
bat.  if  he  understood  anything,  it  was  the  sul^'ect 
)f  finance;  and  that  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from 
idassachusetts  was  not  worth  the  parchment  on 
rhich  it  was  written,  compared  with  the  mighty 
ebema  of  consolidation  which  he  had  prepared. 
Ud  what  did  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusaiNo]  propose?  Why, 
Q  the  first  place,  that  private  individuals  might 
leposite  $10,000,000  in  the  treasury  of  such  ex- 
hequer  of  the  United  States:  thereby  withdrawing 
(10,000,000  of  specie,  gold  and  silver,  from  the 
mrrencT  of  the  country,  and  receiving,  in  return, 
en  millions  of  certificates,  which  would  become  its 
drcalaUon.  But  further,  it  provided  that  the 
Govern ment  creditors— the  holders  of  its  bonds 
ind  obligations  or  treasury  notes — might  receive 
certificates  for  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  them 
)j  the  United  States,  to  a  like  amount  of  910,000,- 
100;  thus  making  the  issue  of  certificates  equal  to 
(90,000,000  if  tnls  latter  provision  be  observed, 
win^  but  a  modification  oi  the  former  one;  a  re- 
ceiving of  the  debt  due  to  the  public  creditor,  and 
i  returning  of  it  to  the  treasury,  and  receiving,  as 
n  the  ca^e  of  a  private  depositor,  certificates  for 
besom depositedr  Thus,  then,  they  had  $20,000,- 
100  of  specie  drawn  fVom  the  circulation  of  the 
Country,  and  paper  certificates  substituted.  And 
^  even  this  was  not  all;  for  the  mints  had  an  un- 
imited  power  to  receive  foreign  coin,  and  to  issue 
«rtificates  for  the  coin  so  received.  ^But  further 
till;  the  exchequer  board  was  to  be  authorized  to 
ell  bills  of  exchange,  also  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
it  a  premium  o^  not  exceeding  2  per  cent.  Ana 
or  what  purpose,  he  would  ask,  was  all  this  to  be 
bnel  It  was  certainly  not  to  a!dd  to  the  circula- 
ionofthe  country;  for  every  dollar  of  the  great 
imounts  he  had  enumerated  was  taVen  from  the 
irculating  medium,  for  which  the  paper  certifi- 
ates  were  to  be  substituted.  They  were  thus  to 
ake  the  gold  and  silver  from  circulation,  and  sup- 
ily  the  place  of  it  with  paper,  that  this  Gtovem- 
Dent  might  become  the  depository  of  the  funds  of 
ndividuals  to  the  amount  of  millions,  for  which 
bis  Qovemment  would  become  responsible. 

When  the  sub-treasury  was  under  considera- 
km,  a  standing  objection  raised  by  the  opposition 
D  It  was,  that  it  would  hoard  the  specie  of  the 
ountry  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury,  so  far  as 
evenues  of  the  Government  went— which,  as  all 
mew,  were  in  a  constant  course  of  receipt  and 
layment  Now,  by  the  exchequer,  this  objection 
I  doubled.  It  applies  with  double  force  to  that 
cheme:  for  it  is  not  only  proposed  to  hoard  the 
pecie  derived  from  customs  and  the  public  lands, 
m  also  the  coin  owned  by  private  individuals. 
The  specie  in  the  United  States  is  estimated  at  fVora 
ighty  to  one  hundred  millions,  including  that  in 
be  vaults  of  the  banks.  This  amount,  too,  goes  on 
Dcreasing  in  proportion,  and  the  banks  go  out  of 
xistence.  Nothing  is  clearer,  better  ascertained, 
•r  more  generally  understood,  than  that  coin  dis- 
ppears  in  proportion  as  paper  circulates,  and  re- 
ams to  form  the  circulating  medium  as  soon  as 
fttper  is  withdrawn  from  it.  The  process  is  sim- 
>le.  The  banks  issue  their  paper,  for  which  they 
feceive  coin.  They  then  export  this  coin  from  the 
oantry,  to  be  sola  as  bullion — an  article  of  mer- 
handue.  When  the  banks  are  called  on  to  re- 
teem  their  notes,  they  suspend,  and  blow  up— a 
onseqnence  not  to  be  wonoprea  at  by  those  who 
tave  viewed  their  operation5.  A  return  from  pa- 
«r  to  specie  circulation  is  attended  with  pressure, 
M  in  many  caies  bankniptcy.  it  irth«  eriais  in 


monetary  afiairs,  like  the  crisis  in  the  sick  man's 
disease,  from  which  dates  the  conlmencement  of 
returning  health. 

Such  is  substantially  our  present  condition.  Such 
is  the  modms  operandi  by  which  the  circulation  of 
the  country  has  been  despoiled  of  its  coin.  Take, 
for  example,  the  State  of  Ohio.  Its  banks  have  ex- 
pelled the  gold  and  silver  which  wouki  have  natu- 
rally flowed  into  it,  and  remained  in  the  channels 
of  circulation.  That  great  Stale  is  now  left  vastly 
short  of  its  share  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  commercial  world.  It  has  been  reduced  vastly 
below  its  value  by  the  operation  of  a  faUe  banking 
system.  Currency  is  to  be  measured  by  its  value, 
and  not  by  its  quantity.  A  paper  currency  is  worth 
the  amount  of  specie  it  rests  on  as  a  basis,  and  no 
more.  You  cannot  enhance  the  value  of  the  cur- 
rency by  floods  of  paper,  no  matter  how  much  be 
issued,  beyond  what  would  be  a  due  share  of  the 
gold  and  silver  of  the  trading  nations;  on  the  con- 
trary, such  a  coarse  would  greatly  depreciate  and 
reduce  it.  X^ike  water,  cnrrency  will  find  its  own 
level;  and,  but  fbr  banks  and  paper  contrivances, 
would  eqnalixe  itself  all  over  the  civilized  world,  in 
the  ratio  of  the  pqMilation  and  trade  of  each  com- 
mercJtt  nation.  Banks,  like  dams  in  the  river, 
obstruct  the  influx  of  specie,  prevent  the  flow  of  its 
current,  divert  it  from  its  natural  channels,  and 
drive  it  from  the  circulation  of  cocmtries  where 
they  are  permitted  to  exist,  to  other  cocmtries  where 
they  are  not '  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that 
the  paper  system  of  the  United  States  has  depre- 
ciated the  standard  of  value  belonging  to  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as  welt  as 
here  at  home;  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  not,  to  the 
same  extent,  increased  the  circulating  medium^  by 
superadding  to  the  general  amount  in  as  great  a 
d^ree  as  it  forced  the  gold  and  silver  coin, of  this 
into  other  countries.  The  efiect  has  been  the  same 
as  if  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and  silver  had  been 
suddenly  dug  up  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
coined,  and  maced  in  the  channels  of  circulation; 
thereby  swelling  the  streams  above  their  banks, 
and  overflowing  the .  land.  To  his  mind,  nothing 
could  be  more  palpable  than  the  truth  of  these  posi- 
tions. 

Great  indeed  are  the  advantages  which  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  a  specie  country  have,  in  their 
commercial  intercourse,  over  those  of  a  country 
whose  currency  is  paper !  Let  those  advantages  be 
rightly  understood,  and  the  baseless  paper  policy 
must  go  down  forever  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets. 
The  specie  country  sells  to  the  paper  country  by  the 
paper  measure,  which  is  marked  too  high.  The 
latter,  deceived  as  to  the  capacity  of  its  own  meas- 
ure, buys  less  than  it  pays  for,  and  supposed  it  was 
contracting  to  receive.  The  people  of  the  specie 
country  sell  at  paper  prices,  and  receive  their  pay 
in  specie.  This  specie— altnough.  by  the  operation 
of  the  paper  system,  depreciated  in  the  country 
where  that  Sjrstem  is  carried  out— when  trans- 
ferred to  a  country  where  specie  dealings  are  uni- 
versal, rises  to  its  true  level,  as  fixed  and  es'i- 
mated  by  the  opinion  of  the  world.  It  is  thus  that 
the  people  of  specie  cotmtries  find  it  to  be  their  in- 
terest to  exchange  their  products  for  our  gold  and 
silver,  and  keep  up  an  artificial  drain  upon  us. 
Of  course,  the  whole  operation  is  to  our  prejudice, 
and  for  tne  benefit  of^  foreigners — leaving  a  con- 
*  tinual  balance  of  trade  against  us. 

As  to  the  exchequer,  he  would  not  say  it  would 
operate  in  th»  same  manner  as  the  banks,  should 
it  ever  remain  unchanged,  unmodified,  an|}un> 
amended,  and  perform  its  functions  as  claimed  by 
its  frienos.  But  would  it  alwa3rs  remain  in  its 
present  formi  And  even  if  it  could  be  permitted 
so  tt  remain,  what  enaranty  had  the  people  that  it 
would  perform  all  its  functions  in  the  same  admi 
rablc  manner  claimed  for  it  by  its  fViendsl  He 
de^ paired  of  seeing  these  objects  attained.  He 
could  but  regard  it  as  the  entering  wedge  to  the 
final  admission  of  the  power  and  universal  preva- 
lence of  bank  paper  in  the  business  of  the  country, 
throughout  all  its  ramifications.  He  could  not  con- 
sent s(>  to  shape  the  action  of  the  Gk>vemment  as 
to  dictate  a  paper  policy  to  all  the  business  trans- 
actions of  tne  people,  and  thereby  direct  their  fate 
and  destiny.  This  view  of  the  question  was  itself 
an  objection  to  one  and  all  of  the  exchequer  schemes 
which  had  been  proposed;  for  it  seemed  the  friends 
of  an  exchequer  could  not  all  agree  about  the  ex- 
chequer which  ought  to  he  adopted  by  Congress. 

How,  he  asked,  was  the  proposed  exchequer  in- 
tended to  operatel  Not  to  collect  and  export  spe- 
day— as  the  bankB  always  have,  and  ever  will  find  it 


to  their  interest  to  do,  although  the  country  be 
brought  to  insolvency  by  the  operation.  It  professed 
to  collect,  and  hoard  in  its  own  vatilts,  all  the  spe- 
cie of  the  United  States;  and  to  circulate,  in  place  of 
this  specie,  an  equal  amount  of  paper  certificates. 
How  would  the  country  gain  by  the  operationi 
Nothing  would  be  added  to  the  currency;  nothing 
contributed  to  public  or  private  enterprise;  no  stim- 
ulus given  to  business;  nothing  gained  by  anybody^ 
or  by  any  branch  of  industry,  except  the  mere  avoid- 
ance of  the  expebse  of  transmitting/<pecie  from  place 
to  place — an  advantage  more  than  counterpoised  by 
the  loss  of  confidence  which  the  precious  metals 
must,  and  ever  will,  command  over  every  descrip* 
lion  of  paper,  no  matter  bow  well  secured.  As  to 
the  superior  cheapness  of  the  exchequer  in  trans- 
mitting funds,  such  a  thing  Could  not  be  well  estab- 
lished. The  exchequer  must  charge  as  much  as 
the  cost  of  transportation  and  insurance  of  .specie. 
There  could  be  no  difierence  in  the  price  charged 
by  the  exchequer,  and  that  by  private  individuala 
and  dealers  in  money  and  exchanm.  If  the  ex> 
chequer  should  charge  more,  it  would,  of  cour^e,  be 
underbid  by  brokers,  and  patronized  by  no  one.  tf 
it  should  charge  less,  it  would,  of  course,  have  more 
business  than  it  could  accomplish,  and  would  be> 
come  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  Government. 

The  efi*ect  of  hoarding  the  specie  of  the  country 
in  the  vaults  of  the  exchequer,  would  be  to  incite 
and  encourage  embezzlement.  It  would,  he  thought, 
be  putting  too  much  money  under  the  control  of 
Government  officers,  and  subjecting  them  to  too 
strong  temptations.  It  would  be  rendering  them 
liable  to  the  same  temptation^  to  which  bank  offi- 
cers in  this  country  had  oflered  so  little  resistance. 
In  spite  of  bonds,  and  penalties,  and  oaths,  em- 
bezzlement would  be  committed,  and  the  United 
States  Government  saddled  with  the  responsibility 
of  making  good  vast  amounts  of  private  funda 
received  by  it  in  its  capacity  of  dealer  In  ex- 
changes. Who  were  to  have  the  keeping  of  these 
public  and  private  deposites,  mixed  together  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  fspecie  in  the  United  States,  and 
coequal  with  the  currency  of  a  great  commercial 
peoplel  This  pregnant  question  was  answered  by 
t^e  previsions  of  the  plan  itself.  Let  gentlemen 
turn  to  the  three  first  sections,  and  they  would 
find  there  a  new  and  unnecessary  class  of  public 
officers  to  manage  private  fimds — all  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executive,  and  increasing  the  al* 
ready  too  much  extended  influence  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Yes;  a  large  class  of  men  are  to  be  paid  ex- 
orbitant salaries  out  of  the  public  treasury,  for 
managing  the  transmission  of  private  funds !  The 
plan  is  to  go  into  operation  with  one  commis-^oner, 
one  principal  clerk,  ten  assistants,  eleven  registers, 
and  their  twenty  clerks  at  the  board  in  Washing- 
ton, and  their  agencies  in  the  States  wh^re  the 
money  is  to  be  kept  All  this  force  is  to  be  added 
to  the  regular  force  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
And  this  is  only  the  beginning  oi  the  scheme  1 
Where  it  would  end,  if  adopted,  the  iord  only 
knows. 

The  amount  of  specie  brought  into  the  exche- 
quer would  beeouai  to  the  amount  of  the  curren<nr 
of  the  country,  should  the  system  work  as  its  friends 
claim  that  it  will;  its  object  being  to  furnish  a  pa- 
per currency  of  equal  value  through  the  country. 
Its  design  is  to  supply  the  place  of  a  United  States 
bank,  since  that  institution  has  become  an  **obso- 
lete  idea."  It  is  intended  to  fill  with  its  certificates 
and  drafts,  that  space  which  was  once  filled  by  the 
notes,  drafls,  and  credits  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
Such  is  the  amount  proposed  to  be  intrusted  to 
the  hands  of  officers  of  the  United  States  on  pri* 
vaie  account,  and  the  Government  itself  responsi- 
ble! And  for  what  object  and  endl  In  order  that 
the  specie  of  the  country  may  be  drawn  from  cir- 
culation paper  promises  to  pay  and  certificates  are  to 
be  issued  to  fill  the  vacuum;  and  the  people  familiar- 
ized to  the  use  of  paper,  until  they  regard  it  as  cash 
of  intrinsic  value — tnereby  paving  the  way  for  the 
triumph  of  paper-money  schemes  and  the  ascend- 
ency of  the  moneyed  aristocracy.  The  history 
of  this  class,  in  our  own  as  well  as  in  other  coun- 
tries, proves  that  they  will  never  rest  satisfied  until 
they  snail  have  gained  a  control  over  all  the  wealth, 
labor,  and  hard  earnings  of  the  producing  classes. 
They  will  not  be  contented  until  they  have  revived 
the  credit  system,  which  but  recently  exploded,  and 
left  the  people  in  the  lowest  depths  of  indebtedness 
and  distress.  Let  the  country,  he  besought,  be 
delivered  from  the  curse  of  these  schemes,  and  from 
the  fatuity  and  recklessness  of  the  party  which 
.came  into  povar  in  1810  by  the  moft  impar- 
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ajlttod  and  diwraeefDl  means  ew  resoried  to 
iBtbalcHi^  aonals  oT  poliiical  corrapiioD!  Eierj 
pattioi  Blight  well  look  with  spprebeDsion  and 
slaim  npou  the  blot  which  be  fearea  was  beginoiiig 
to  appear  opou  the  hiibeno  Tair  escaicheou  of  oor 
coBEtry.  He  had  siill  some  hope  that  the  ejes  of 
the  blind  dopes  vouldbeopenedlo  the  wiles  of  the 
ichemenwho  were  makinB  them  insirumenial  in 
snbjaptiiig  the'  masses  to  the  idle  and  listless  mil- 
liotuirea,  who  contrire  to  grow  richer  and  richer 
da;  bf  da;,  from  the  toil  aod  sweat  of  other  meu't 
brow*.  Let  the  people  driak  deeply  at  the  well- 
ipriags  of  knowledfc.  Let  them  aoalify  Ihem- 
seJfet  to  govern  with  wisdom  and  moderaiioa. 
Ld  ihem  learn  (and  thejmnst  learn  it  sooner  or 
Uler)  to  "let  well  eaoagh  alone,"  and  cease  linher- 
iog  the  immuiable  laws  of  commsrce  and  cur- 
rsBcy— laws  which  are  founded  aprai  the  namre  of 
mac,  aod  are  as  Utile  capable  of  oeiug  altered  by 
hmnaii  leslsUtioo  as  the  laws  of  matter.  Lei  Iben 
profit  by  the  bitter  eipericnce  they  have  learned, 
andbaDceforth  know  luat  it  woald  be  as  impossible 
iw  GoTernmeaiiodiscover  tbe  philosapberE sione, 
or  iDTcm  a  machine  of  perpetual  motion,  as  to 
canvart  pver  into  aold  and  Etlver,  or  make  "prom- 
iwa.t^My  eqniTBleDi  in  all  respects  to  solid  coin. 
Never  niw  (Ban,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  with  all  his 
tajest  at  invention,  with  all  his  wonderful  discov- 
erlM  In  science  and  in  an,  been  able  lo  counter- 
feit the  piecioBs  metals,  and  elude  speedy  detection. 
TheprecioQ*  metals  have  an  intrinsic  value,  apart 
ftoni  their  value  as  a  circulating  medlnm.  Paper 
is,  M  best,  bnl  a  reptesentalive  of  valne,  and  which 
may  prove  to  be  as  baseless  and  visionary  as  the 
m^  In  the  moon.  A  statesman  shonld  as  soon 
think  of  caichinf  Ihr  will-o'-the-wisp  of  the  marsh, 
or  the  evanescent  colors  of  the  gorgeous  rainbow, 
as  of  attempting  lo  make  anything  else  answer  the 
eXtct  porposes  of  gold  and  silver. 

The  earth  teems  with  wealth,  and  Heaven  has 
deciaed  that  it  shall  only  be  realized  by  labor. 
Let  Qoveromenl  conGue  itself  within  its  proper 
sphere  of  protecting  and  securing  the  fruiu  of  hon- 
est labor  to  each  and  every  man  in  the  community, 
drawing  the  line  between  nniin  and  Iimmi,  and  pnn- 
isbing  all  invasions  on  private  right.  Let  it  do 
tt^  and  it  will  have  discharged  all  its  domestic  du- 
ties lo  the  people.  Further  interference  in  their 
private  afiairs  would  be  more  tike  usnrpatioo  and 
opptttaoa,  than  any  pretended  protection. 

The  present  has  been  cinphBtically  a  CongreiQ 
of  scheming  experiments.  There  have  been  pro- 
posed, as  na*  qua  aoni,  the  two  bank  bills  which 
ware  vetoed  by  Ihe  President,  differing  from  each 
other  and  every  other,  the  exchequer  of  the  Treas- 
niy  Department,  and  the  exchequer  of  Ihe  select 
committee,  [Mr.  CnsmMo's;]  the  bill  of  Governor 
Pope,  which  is  the  scheme  of  a  great  bank  based 
on  the  public  land^  the  bill  oT  Mr.  Everett  of 
Vermont;  the  bill  of  Mr.  Bamardi  and  last,  (hough 
not  least,  Ihe  two  hundred  million  scheme  of  Qor- 
emment  stock,  which  is  the  joint  o^ipring  of  the 
Barings  in  England,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  ai>d  an 
honorable  member  of  Congress  from  Maryland. 
All  these  bubbles  have  appeared  and  disappeared 
in  rapid  succession,  and,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of 
a  vision,  have  left  DOthing  behind.  They  and  their 
fau  reminded  him  of  Ihe  ill-starred  eitra  session 
of  1S41— every  measare  of  which  had  been  re- 
pealed by  the  same  Congress,  and  nothing  of  which 
BOW  lemained  on  the  siaiuie  books,  except  the 


chronicler  will  dale  its  origin  from  the  molem 
credit  system,  which  immediately  preceded  il.and 
which  poisoned  and  corrupted  the  public  morals  by 
its  gambling,  reckless,  nnregulaled  spirit. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  McDUFPIE, 

OF  BOirni  CAKOLINa, 
In    Smote,  FAnmry   SO,    I843.-~Tbe   following 
resolotions  submitted  by  Mr,  McDirrnE  coming 
up  In  Older,  via: 

ANOfMA  TMi  th«  OoxmoMiii  of  tba  Dnliol  i<tu«  hu  M 


ledEHl  for  Ot 


Raalvd,  Tbti  li 


Dl  An  Ibii  Ooni 


Mr.  McDUFPIE  said  it  was  not  his  design, 
when  he  presented  these  resolutioiks,  to  have  offered 
a  single  remark,  with  Ihe  pnrpose  of  enforcing  the 
doctrines  they  declare.  Bnl,  as  he  perceived  that 
the  Senate  was  not  vel  full,  he  would  avail  himself 

sidersiion.  And,  in  the  first  place,  he  asked,  had 
Congress  Ihe  constitntional  power  to  cany  into 
execution  the  scheme  lo  which  these  resolalions 
related  This  was  the  first  and  most  importaal 
qnestioo;  and,  in  regard  to  thai  questioo,  he  con- 
fessed the  veiy  great  surprise  with  which  be  heard 
ibe  Senator  from  Kentucky  over  the  way  [Mr 
CuTraHDEN,]  when  particularly  inlerrogaiea  as  to 
his  opinion  of  the  question  of  consliiuiiooal  power, 
declare,  that  though  he  disclaimed  all  obligation  on 
tbe  pait  of  Congress  to  pay  the  debts  of  ihe  States, 
and  couid  not  nme  conceive  of  an  emergency 
which  woDld  justify  their  assumption,  yet  he  must 
say  that  Congress  was  not  frokibittd  from  soch 
an  exercise  of  power.  Mr.  McDurna  said  be 
was  the  more  sorpriard  at  such  a  remark  as  com- 
ing l^om  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
who,  he  was  sure,  was  politically  edacaled  under 
those  sound  constitntional  doctrines  from  the  pen 
of  Mr,  Jeffers<»i,  which  wers  promulgaied  by  Ken - 
tacky  in  IWO.  Ur.  McD.  asked  the  Senator  if 
those  great  doctrines  were  lo  be  reversed;  and  il, 
instead  of  looking  to  tbe  express  grants  of  the  Con- 
stitulion  for  the  powers  of  Congress,  we  were  to 
assume  all  those  which  were  not  expressly  pro- 
hibited. 

[Mr,  CairTEHDEH  asked  leave  to  explain  the  re- 
marks allnded  to.  What  be  meant  lo  sav  was,  (as 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks  would  sLow,)  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  to  express  an  opinion  at  that 
time  as  to  the  power  of  Congress,  He  did  not  in- 
tend lo  say  tnat  Congress  conid  exerci^ie  any 
powers,  except  such  as  were  expressly  granied,or 
which  were  implied  as  necessary  to  carry  express 
granlsof  power  into  effect,] 

Hr.  McDcrriE  said  he  was  glad  to  bear  the  ex- 
planatiim  of  ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  en- 
tirely concorred  in  the  principles  of  construction 
he  now  laid  down,  and  was  sure  thry  must  con- 
demn the  assumption  of  power  now  under  ctm- 
sideralion.  Bnl  be  would  proceed  lo  show  (as  he 
flallered  himself  he  eoald  do,  moat  conclusively) 
That  not  only  was  there  no  grant  in  the  Constitution 
giving  the  lessi  color  of  right  lo  exercise  this  pow 
er;  bnt  that  the  only  grant  in  the  Constitnlion,  nav 
ing  relation  lo  tbe  subject,  contained  an  eipre^ 
prohibition  sgainst  snch  an  exercise  of  power,  as 
plain  fliidposiiive  as  human  language  could  make  it. 
Now,  what,  he  asked,  was  proposed  to  be  doiicl  and 
what  were  the  powers  practically  involved  in  the 
scheme  of  assuming  the  State  deblsl  He  begged 
Senators  10  realize  tbe  Ime  effect  and  character  of 
the  measure,  and  not  to  be  deluded  by  amereetnpty 
form.  The  stock  proposed  lo  be  issued,  it  was 
true,  was  lobe  sustained,  in  part,  by  a  pledge  of 
Ihe  income  derived  from  the  public  \vais;  but  it 
would  be  a  gross  delusion  to  suppose  that  the  whole 
credit  and  resources  of  the  Qoveromenl  were  not 
also  as  folly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the 
proposed  stock,  as  If  no  particular  fund  were 
pledged.  The  very  act  of  assumption  extiognished 
the  Stale  deUs,  and  created  a  Federal  debt  lo  tbe 
same  extent.  Now,  what  were  the  powers  involved 
in  doing  all  Ihisi  He  answered,  the  whole  money 
power  of  the  Qovemmeot— borrowing  money, 
levying  taxes,  and  appropriating  Ihe  revenue  de- 
rived from  these  sonrcee.  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  ol 
Ibis  greatest  of  all  the  powers  of  Congress  was  lobe 
called  in  requisition  to  execute  tbe  proposed  scheme 
and,  he  would  add,  no  other  power  whatever. 
And  be  would  bow  ask,  if  there  was  not,  in  refer- 
eace  U>  Uie  ezeieiss  of  this  power,  a  UnuHtUon  as 


clear  and  distinct  as  language  could  mikt  i 
amounting  to  an  express  prohibition  of  the  ■£ 
posed  a.-sumpiionl  The  clause  of  the  OxJ^ 
lion  which  ctnihes  Congress  with  tlie  povatf 
raising  terenue,  expressly  limits  this  power  u  lit 
objects  of  "providing  for  the  cmaumteltazeni 
gtneral  welfare  of  ine  United  SlBies."  NovUi 
remarkable  thai  these  words  of  liiaitatioii  vtiiA 
have  been  made  Ibe  proliGc  source  of  all  doi^ 
andconstruclive  powers,  should  Ihns  place  adecJW 
negative  upon  this  most  mooslrous  of  ill  i^ 
asjomplions  of  Federal  power  ever  atlemiM, 
Par,  if  the  payment  of  debs  contracted  by  l)* 
leparale  Slates,  for  iheir  nenpropiTpiirpata,  aah 
drawn  by  construction  wiihin  the  scope  of  Ih 
terms  "common  defence  and  genera!  vtTfift 
of  the  IMUed  Stales,"  language  muSI  hart  imjh 
changed  its  meaning,  end  we  bad  as  well  thm 
aside  tbe  Consiiintion  at  once,  as  worse  tkaaM. 
less.  As  it  thus  appeared  to  him  striking  dMi 
that  Ihe  powers  involved  in  the  exeratiOBirfk 
proposed  scheme  were  positively  prohibitedbjt 
express  limiialion,  be  would  not  mnher  occujlf  ibi 
lime  of  the  Senate  in  attempting  to  make  ifaiiUih- 
er,  which  is  as  plain  as  langDige  can  mttTi. 
We  are  thus  (said  Mr.  McD,)  arrested  at  therm 
threshtdd;  and  all  tho^ie  who  concur  with  ms  a 
the  opinion  that  the  measure  in  question  is  pltg^ 
■nd  expressly  uuconstitutitmal,  must  also  ifnt 
that  any  law  of  Ctmgress.  in  exsculionof  ii,ia( 
every  set  done  under  such  law,  would  be  dot  itf 
forever  destitute  of  all  binding  obligalioi,  uj,b 
ail  intents  and  purposes,  null  and  void.  Ii  vnU 
be  mlerly  imposslDle  lo  pledge  the  filth  of  lb 
Government  lo  any  contract  thus  made,  ritixm 
any  shadow  of  authority,  and  in  open  defiaiec  of 
Iheexpress  words  of  theConslilultoB. 

But  suppose  (said  he)that,  bysomestrainedcn- 
slniciion,  we  could  gel  rid  of  this  express  liBiiii 
lion,  and  also  of  the  no  less  conclusive  ot^m 
that  there  isno  grant  of  such  a  power  iniheCcoai- 
lulion:  yet,  when  we  come  to  look  iulo  the  pnoj. 
cal  worMng  of  the  proposed  assumption,  it  will  Ei 
seen  so  totally  lo  invert  all  the  prindplM  oflk 
Government,  and  destroy  the  responsibilin  wludi 
sustains  and  controls  our  whole  polilical  syscs, 
Slate  and  Federal, as  to  render  its  nnconsdtaliiniJ. 
Ilypalpable,  independently  of  the  want  of  in  tF 
]>ress  grant,  and  the  existence  of  an  eipresniiiaiu- 
lion.  The  result  of  tbe  proposed  scheme  wij  a 
make  this  Government  lax-galherer  forlheSuiB; 
and  lo  give  the  funds,  thus  collecieiito  thcGarcn- 
menis  of  lb»  respective  Stales,  to  beeipendrdlr 
them  at  pleasure,  either  in  payment  of  tscirdeta, 
or  in  executing  new  and  extravagant  ^eoesd 
internal  improvemeoi.  I  bee  the  "aileniion  of  lit 
Senate  (said  Mr.  McD,)  lo  this  view  of  the  snl^ 
as  it  clearly  shows  that  the  State  Qovemmctiit  will 
have  the  expeadiiuie  of  Ihi^  immense  fund,  willual 
an  jr  responsibility  lo  those  who  will  bavciopa;  ik 
tares— Ihe  people  of  the  United  States.  Tkm.jir, 
tbe  State  Governments  are  lo  be  wholly  eiEmpcd 
from  the  essential  check  of  responsibilily  inaiMt 
ter  which  most  of  all  demands  it— Ibe  dia:r«ua 
ary  expenditure  of  public  money  on  worbofJA- 
ternal  improvement.  Greater  lemptations  ui 
greater  facilities  could  not  be  offered  fora  con^ 
system  of  (hvoritism  and  extravagance! 

And,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  ii  we  wiU  hot  loot  Uo 
tbe  circumstances  under  which  the  money  oluiiEd 
for  the  State  stocks  we  are  called  npon  to  e- 
sume  has  been  expended,  and  the  eiuaordlui; 
popular  delusion  under  which  it  wasap(rii(dIoiH 
con.'^i ruction  of  wild  schemes  of  iniemal  impron- 
ment,  we  shall  be  impressively  admonislvd  of  ik 
madness  and  folly  of  the  proposed  assumpUot.  h 
Ihe  conrse  of  a  few  years,  two  hundred  milliixu  tf 
foreign  capital  were  broughi  into  the  amaj. 
While  this  enormous  amount  of  xnoney  was  in  ik 
progress  of  accumulation,  il  was  like  a  sbovn  ^ 
gold  poured  out  upon  the  Stales,  totally  derupu 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country;  and  tbe  uIbiiI 
effect  of  which  was  10  eahance  ihe  price  of  eror- 
tbin^  lo  the  extreme  point  of  ioflatioD.  And  itmir 


coQlribuled,  not  less  than  the  expansioa  of  w 
bankcirculaiion,  to  produce  the  reynlsin aad  i» 
tresses  under  which  we  arc  now  suffering.  InM 
it  largely  aided  in  producing  thai  expaiMm.  I^ 
ring  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  (aid  ke,) 
a  perfect  delirium  prevailed.  Men  actedai  ifliff 
were  under  the  induence  of  a  stimuiilincdtiii|k 
All  responsibility  in  the  expenditure  of  ihwnimMl 
money  was  decoyed;  and  il  would  bf  wn  ttat^ 


Wkjm. 
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t«|^  a9^j»rsQieitfS|,aiidftll  their  QgeotsemplDyed  ia 
l^rnrlQ^  oo  tliolr  works  of  internal  improvement, 
Um  precisely  a$  if  the  money  they  were  expending 
vre  rsined  down  from  the  heavens,  and  the  shower 
^QnAd  la&st  Ibrever.  The  consequence  of  this  uni- 
Bt^\  exeitettent  and  delirium  was  a  system  of 
a^aittq>tod  fztntvaganee  and  wast«,  causing  the 
nortefcasecated  to  coat  three,  foar,  or  five  xuaoik  as 
rnih  mm  it  woald  now  cost  to  conatruct  tbetft. 
hlftd  (%^d  Mr.  McD.)  I  will  venture  the  opi»ioB, 
y|^  ^  this  moment,  there  is  no  prudent  man—even 
^ne  coold  be  found  having  the  requisite  capital — 
rha  "Would  accept,  as  a  gill,  nine-tenths  pi  the 
FCUrl^l  ipade  with  this  borrowed  capital,  if  he  were 
Oonq,  by  the  terms  of  the  gift,  to  keep 
lejii  up.  They  would  not  pay  expenses; 
na  the  money  expended  must  be  regarded,  as 
omic  waA  \oigi  forever.  And  here  1  cannot  but 
ggf€A5  an  opiBian  I  have  long  eniertained,  and 
Mdk  ^e  occasion  forcibly  suggests— that,  for  all 
■^artimenlg,  the  tecol^  of  borrowing  moik^,  and 
m^m%  the  debt,  is  one  of  tbo>  oftost  uftfbrtnnaie 
iffooveries  ever  nade  in  nolUicul  ecanomy;  and 
^t,  lor  the  States  of  this  Union,  all  should  now 
tfute  in  deploring  its  existence.  And  now,  (said 
\i^  when  toe  States  have  just  waked  up  from  this 
w)  delirium,  to  survey,  in  soberness,  the  embar- 
lUKfitrem  apcul  ruin  that  surround  them,  is  it  proper 
nt  tre  by  the  monstrous  scheme  proposed,  should 
[tfOiinmer  to  them  again  the  same  bewildering 
NMe,  pftxiuciog  the  satne  disasters^  It  is  perfectly 
tl4iflit  that  the  prtfe^eal  operation  of  the  scheme  will 
la  to  piapce  another  ewe  hundred  millions  of  dollars 
kt  tte  diapeenl  of  the  Stale  QoTemmenls,  to  be  used 
m  theeti,  without  «nfv  reapoasibility  to  the  people  of 
£e  United  Suues,  who  must  pav  the  taxes  by  which 
his  money  is  to  be  raised.  Now,  is  it  not  obvi- 
ous, that,  If  the  State  Qovetnments  were  held  to  a 
separate  responsibility,  by  requiring  each  to  raise, 
)y  taxes  imposed  on  its  own  constituents,  the  money 
oecessaiy  to  pay  its  own  debts,  and  execdte  its  own 
improrements, — the  only  effective  check  upon  the 
exfraveganceof  €krremment,  which  human  wjsdom 
haft4erised,  wouMbebrought  into  active  operationi 
When  every  citizen  of  the  State  knows  and  fuU 
that  he  pays  bis  fiiH  proportion  of  every  dollar  ex- 
pMilad,  th«B,  and  not  till  then,  will  he  bold  his  rep- 
raaentative  and  his  executive  agents  (o  a  rigorous 
ftcceontabiliiy. 

.^jkI  bow,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  a  few  words  on  the 
naked  fi—mion  of  e^fjedieacy.    And  here  I  must 
ask  the  projectors  of  this  grand  scheme  of  delu* 
sion.  what  is  the  great  &vor  we  shouldconfer  upon 
the  States  by  its  adoption^    The  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mfiaaicx]  had  been  pleased  to 
ttpeak  of  tne  paUfwU  character  of  this  Government 
in  its  relation  to  the  Stales,  and  the  obligations  in- 
cident to  that  character.    The  duties  of  a  paternal 
gevemment!    Mr.  President,  this  is  not  the  first 
tiBM,  by  many  hundreds,  that  I  have  heard  this 
laajraMe  used  en  the  floor  of  Congress.    When- 
tyU  OoDgreas  was  called  upon  to  do  any  wrongr- 
wtaiever  an  oatzaoe  was  about  to  be  perpetrated 
upon  the  rigbts  of  toe  people^it  was  always  at- 
tKBipted  to  cover  and  consecrate  it  by  assuming 
t^s  patynal  character,    h  was  a  remark  of  Junius, 
(which!  do  not  repeat  as  approving  his  parUcuIar 
application  of  it,)  "that  whenever  a  Scotchman 
smiled  in  his  fletce,  he  involnntarilv  put  his  hand  on 
his  pocket"    Now  I  must  remark,  that  whenever 
I  htxt  the jMrtemal  character  of  this  Government 
inrolred,  I  terolimtarily  pot  my  hand  upon  my 
poeket,  sospectiag  some  secret  design  of  legislative 
mjQStiee  and  plunder.    And  what,  1  ask,  is  the 
praoiScai  dhaoader  andeiect  of  measures  profess- 
ing to  fpcf%  money  to  the  States'!    Do  geatlemen 
aim  to  inculcate  upon  the  people  of  the  States  the 
idolatrous  idea,  that  this  Government  (&$  i(  some 
godlike  power)  is  endowed  with  inherent  weahb, 
or  some  supernatural  alchemic  process  of  creatinff 
ston^,  not  derived  f^om  the  people  themselves^ 
And  were  they,  like  children,  to  be  deluded  into  the 
belief  that  Congress,  by  these  inherent  self-created 
mfetsurcs,  were  about  to  relieve  their  pecuniary 
embBrrassmentsI    All  this  tended  to  induce  the 
pssple  to  bow  down  and  worship  this  Govern- 
nntyiadie  Persians  woiahipped  the  son.  Qod  for- 
bid thttt  this  teodcacir,  10  wbieh  all  communities 
am  but  toe  prone,  sneuU  be  countenanced  or  en- 
cswiiid  by  any  measures  of  ours. 

Let  as  nmet  the  qaestion  fairly,  and  expose  the 
opcraiifie  of  the  proposed  measure  plainly  to  the 
pesple.  ^try  power  we  exercise,  and  every  dot- 
lar  we  poiaess,  most  be  derived  from  the  people  of 
those  fery  States  to  whom  we  afiect  to  manifest 


such  paternal  munificence,  in  giving  them  back 
what  we  have  taken  from  them  already,  or  imposed 
on  ourselves  the  obligation  to  do  so  hereafter;  de- 
ducting, however,  what  has  stuck  to  the  "fingers  of 
a  host  of  oflcers,  or  fallen  by  the  wayside,  in  the 
double  process  of  collecting  and  giving  back  the 
money. 

Since,  then,  we  have  nothing  to  give  the  people, 
and  are,  in  fact,  dependent  upon  them,  and  the  reve- 
nue drawn  from  their  labor,  for  the  very  bread  we 
eat — as  their  representatives  here,  let  us  realize  the 
fact,  (as the  people  certainly  will,)  that  lor  every  dol- 
lar we  may  seem  to  give  the  States,  in  one  form, 
we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  from 
them  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  (including 
the  expenses  <5f  collecting  and  distributing)  in  some 
form  of  taxation.  1  confidently  ask,  then,  if  there 
is  a  single  Senator  on  this  floor  who  will  give 
countenance  to  this  insane  scheme  of  deception,  by 
which  the  evils  of  to-day  are  to  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrofw,  only  to  fall  with  redoubled  force  upon 
those  who  vaiahr  hope  to  be  relieved  from  their 
embanasam^tsf  ,  '^ 

I  amAware(aaid  Mr.  McD.)  that  this  scheme 
is  Beeemmended  te  many,  by  the  expectation  that 
the  tevenne  1^  which  the  interest  of  the  proposed 
stock  will  be  paid,  and  the  stock  ultimately  re- 
deemed, will  be  raised  by  indirect  taxation.  But 
this  hope  is  utterly  destitute  of  foundation.  Can 
anyone  suppose  that,  with  an  exhausted  treasury, 
a  Government  living  from  day  to  day  upon  the 
miserable  shifts  of  borrowing,  and  a  commerce 
which  is  almost  cut  off  by  an  unjustand  suicidal  pol- 
icy, (''othat  the  duties  will  not,  by  some  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  defray  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  several  departments,)  we  can  nevertheless 
pay  an  aanuai  interest  of  six  millions  upon  the 
stock  proposed  to  be  issued,  without  resorting  to 
direct  taxesi  No,  sir;  in  less  than  a  single  year 
we  should  be  driven  to  the  altemative  of  direct  tax- 
ation, or  of  refusing:  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
stock,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  our  public  credit. 

And  this  brings  me  to  anothei  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  to  be  gravely  considered.  ThiiJ 
scheme  is  designed  to  relieve  the  indebted  States,  by 
indirectly  assuming  their  debts;  but,  in  order  to  ac- 
complish this,  it  is  necessary  to  do  something  more. 
It  is,  therefore,  propo?ed  lo  issue  $300,000,000  of  3 
per  cent,  stock,  and  distribute  it  among  the  States — 
not  in  proportion  to  their  debts,  but  to  their  federal 
numbers.  Now,  while  the  distributive  share  of 
Pennsylvania  wouk)  not  pay  one-half  part  of  her 
debts,  that  of  other  States  would  far  exceed  them; 
and  that  of  some  would  be  a  clear  fund,  subject  to 
no  debt  at  alL  South  Carolina,  for  example,  with 
a  very  small  debt,  would  be  entitled  to  above  six 
millions;  the  economical  and  exemplary  State  of 
North  Carolina  (which,  I  believe^  has  scarcely  any 
debt)  will  be  entitled  to  above  nine  millions;  and 
Missouri  would  be  entitled  to  about  three  millions, 
with  no  debt  at  all.  Now,  mark  the  unequal  opera* 
tion  of  this  scheme  on  the  indebted  and  on  the  unin- 
debted States !  The  former,  if  (as  it  is  said)  they  could 
exchange  their  United  States  3  per  cents,  for  State 
6  per  cents.,  would  realize  the  par  value  foivtheir 
diittribatiye  share.  Now,  what  would  be  the  con- 
dilton  of  the  imindebted  Slates,  and  those  owing 
lem  than  their  share  of  the  stockl  What  could 
they  realize  for  that  stock;  and  to  what  use  could 
they  apply  the  proceeds'?  It  is  proposed  to  throw 
two  hundred  millions  of  our  3  per  cent,  stock  on 
the  paarkets  of  the  world,  with  a  considerable  and 
increasing  debt  already  hanging  over  us,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  paying  that  debt,  or  even  the  ordi- 
nary current  expenses  of  the  Government.  Pray, 
what  would  that  stock  be  worth  to  North  Carolina, 
Missouri,  and  the  other  unindebted  States,  and 
States  bat  little  indebtedl  We  have  ascertained,  by 
actaal  experiment,  that  our  6  per  tent,  stock  could 
not  be  sold  in  Eiiropeatpar—- or,  indeed,  at  any  price 
-Hhoiighsm^  in  amount.  What,  iben»  will  be  the 
vsdue  of  the  proposed  3  per  cerUs.^  when  the  amount 
of  our  debts  shall  be  swelled  lo  two  hundred  and 
forty  millions,  with  an  annual  interest  of  eight  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  and  an  annual  revenue  notorious- 
ly insufficient  to  pay  one-half  onr  annual  expenses, 
including  this  interestl 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  it  would  be  extravagant  to 
suppose  it  coald  be  sold  at  fifty  dollars  for  the 
hundred.  I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  sold  for 
that  priee.  So  thit,  in  effect,  you  would  compel 
these  States  lo  receive  this  stock,  for  which   they 


I 


have  to  pay  their  full  proportion  of  ^el^es 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  annually,  apd  ^Df^Uy) 
in  some  twenty  years,  to  redeem  the  whoje  amount 
of  the  principal,  afier  having  paid  $l70,000,(iOi9  as 
nterest.  Such,  sir,  would  be  the  operation  of  tl^ls 
most  monstrous  and  abominable  project,  in  twen« 
ty  years  afier  paying  this  #170,00d^ln  onrpeniihi- 
teresr,  onr  immediate  posterity  would  hnee4«9f^ 
deem  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  iisell^aeoa 
nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  debt  of  the  late  wer 
with  Great  Britain;  a  war,  by  which  our  charac- 
ter as  a  nation  was  established,  and  the  glory  of 
our  arms,  by  sea  and  land,  extended  throughout 
the  world.  Such  would  be  the  inheritance  which, 
as  reckless  and  improvident  fathers,  we  shoulj 
leave  to  our  children.  Nothing  could  be  more  un- 
wise as  it  regards  all  the  States;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  monstrously  unequal  and  unjust  to 
the  unindebted  States.  But  1  have  no  idea,  after 
the  opinions  I  hope  to  hear  expressed  in  this  Sen- 
ate, that  foreigners  would  take  this  stock  on  any 
terms. 

Bat,  f said  Mr.  McD.,)  as  I  perceive  the  Senate  is 
now  full,  I  have  no  disposition  to  pres^  the  arg»t 
ment  further.  I  feel  it,  however,  to  be  my  dqtv, 
before  I  sit  down — a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself 
to  the  States,  and  to  the  foreign  and  doniestic  capi- 
talists to  whom  this  stock  may  be  ofl'ered^tomake. 
in  my  place  here,  a  solemn  declaration,  by  which  I 
will  stand  or  fall,  to  the  end  that  those  capitalists 
(particularly  the  holders  of  State  stocks  in  Europe) 
may  not  be  deceived.  I  confidently  believe,  then, 
that  all  the  States  will  ultimaitely  falfil  their  oblij|ia- 
tions  and  redeem  their  £aiih,  which  has  been  con- 
stitutionally pledged.  I  as  confidently  believe  thai 
this  Government  has  no  shadow  of  eonsti^uMoMd 
power  to  issue  stock,  pled^in^  the  public  fie^ith  (f^ 
any  such  purpose  as  that  indicated  in  the  resolu- 
tions, and  that  the  whole  $200,000,000  would  not 
be  constitutionally  worth  the  paper  oH  which  the»e 
resolutions  are  written.  The  promises  upon  the 
face  of  it  would  be  utterly  null  and  voidf,  and  I 
would  feel  no  more  obligation  to  redeem  them  than 
to  pay  a  forged  note.  And  if,  by  any  accident,  a 
party  should  ever  get  temporary  possesston  of  the 
power  of  this  Government,  by  whom  snob  slobk 
Ihall  be  issued,  I  here  solenmiy  declare  and  pledge 
myself  that  I  will  wage  war— exterminating  war— 
against  it,  so  long  as  my  life  lasts,  whether  I  shall  be 
in  Congress  or  out  uf  it.  And  whether  it  ma^  be 
called  nullification,  repudiation,  or  by  whatever 
other  name  of  odium  it  may  be  designated,  I  will 
persevere  in  resisting,  by  all  the  influence  I  can  ex- 
ert as  a  citizen,  and  all  the  power  I  may  possess  as 
a  legislator,  the  payment  of  all  claims  upon  Ae 
United  States  founded  npon  this  unconstitutional 
attempt  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  States;  holdin| 
at  the  same  time  that  we  are  under  the  moMsaerei 
obligation  to  preserve  the  faith  of  the  Ok>vemment 
c&tuUUUianally  pled^,  free  from  violation,  or  even 
suspicion,  li,  notwithstanding  all  this,  foreign  oii^ 
italists  should  still  take  the  proposed  stock  in  ex- 
change for  State  stocks,  they  will  act  upon  their  own 
responsibility,  and  not  upon  mine — their  eyes  will  be 
fully  open  to  the  consequence^  and  let  them  make 
the  experiment 

SPEECH  OF  Mb.  WHITE, 

OP  INDIANA, 
Jn  the  H^uee  ef  Bepr^tenitUivi;  Fe&ruarff    •» 
1848d^In  reply  to  Mr.  Ho&isss»  of  South  Caio- 
Una,  on  the  principles  which  divide  the  two  par- 


-  liie  House    being  in  Commtttoe  of  the  Whole 
on  the  naval  appropriation  biU — 

Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  Committee  as  follows: 
Mr.  CfliLTBMAir:  From  the  commencement  of  this 
Congress  to  the  present  time,  a  fashion  has  prevailed 
here,  among  that  portion  of  the  House  who  style 
themselves  the  Democracy,  in  every  speech — no  mat* 
ter  what  die  subject  under  consideration — to  indulge 
in  vehement  abuse  of  the  Whig  par^,  its  principles, 
and  the  motives  which  have  governed  its  members 
in  their  legislative  action.  Bv  one  gentleman  we 
are  informed  that  the  great  pohtical  struggle  of  1840 
was  characterized  by  nothing  but  base  and  shame- 
less aj^pealsto  the  worst  passions  of  the  populace;  that 
no  principles  were  contended  for,  and  none  involved; 
and  that  the  great  victory  achieved  by  that  contest 
proved  nothing  but  a  popular  desire  for  a  change  of 
rulers.  Another  gentleman  proclaims,  in  a  strain  of 
indignant  rebuke,  that  we  had  one  set  of  principles 
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fct  the  Wnt,  Biiothsr  Mit  for  the  North,  uid  jet 
another  for  the  Bontfa;  uid  thai,  accommodaling  oar 
theoriea  to  the  groat  Tsiiety  of  popalar  prejudice*, 
we  Kinghl  »ucceH,  regardleM  of  the  meaiu  employ- 
ed; uid,  therefore,  oathing  vru  decided  b;  the  peo- 
ple. Another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Picmfls,]  and  one 
whoae  itHlitj  and  position  demand  for  hia  remarks 
Btote  than  an  ordinal?  ahare  of  consideration,  de- 
cUk*  diat  '^ever  did  a  par^  ancceed  to  power  with 
prindplei  more  corrupt  and  proSigste;"  Ihiu  conce- 
ding to  us  iKimeprincipleB,andae<!ordingtothemthe 
credit  of  uniformity  and  univeraality,  although  stig- 
matized with  the  chsracteriirtics  of  profligacy  and 


If  gentlemen  could  agree  among  themeelTes,  and 
hold  a  uniformity  of  lentiment  upon  this  point,  a 
reply  mi^t  be  more  eaiily  made  to  them.  Ab  it  ia, 
however,  being  uninfoimed  upon  which  allegation 
in  the  comptainl  the  "Democracy"  intend  to  rely, 
I  ahall  not  at  ihia  time  traverK  either.  It  ia  auffi- 
oent  that  each  contradicla  the  others  and  bat  one 
can  be  true. 

If,in  1840,  Whig  principles  were  not  well  defined 
and  well  understood,  Dow  ia  the  time  Is  forestall  any 
fhtnre  reproach  toi  a  aimilar  condition  of  things,  bj 
a  clear,  open,  manly,  and  bold  declanilion  of  the 
piindplea  bj  each  party,  upon  which  the  great  battle 
of  1B44  shall  be  fought  No  period  can  belter  than 
the  preseDt  be  adapted  to  the  aetllement  of  prelimi- 
□■lies  and  the  "defining  of  poaitions." 

While  gentlemen  have  been  hi  liberal  in  the  be- 
atowal  of  their  aniatadveraionB  upon  Whig  policy 
and  Whig  prindplea,  it  seems  to  hare  eacapcd  their 
notice  that  there  were  two  sides  to  (he  question; 
and  that,  while  making  their  crnsade  into  the  ene- 
my's country,  their  own  ciiadel  might  be  exposed  to 
■Dccessfiil  attack.  Let  oa,  in  retom  for  the  civilitiea 
of  Ihew  gentlemen  "Democrats,"  eiamine  their  po- 
■itiOD.  Are  they  anited  or  divided  upon  qnealions 
of  national  policyl      What  are  Iheir  prindpleeT 

The  gentleman  ^m  South  C  arolina,  [Mr.Houitii,] 
«Hu>  has  juat  resumed  bia  seat,  had  diadoaed 
to  ns  (he  Democntic  panacea  for  aH  the  ilia  to  which 
the  eounliy  has  bllen  heir — laia  tbidk.  Is  this 
thecardinat  principle  of  the  Democratic  party!  Or 
is  there  a  diveni^  of  aentimeni  upon  it  in  that  par- 
ty! We  haTC  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  that  this  ia  not  only  the  princi- 
ple, bat  (he  great  principle,  of  Democracy.  Direct 
tAiation,  (he  necessary  result  of  this  policy,  the  gen- 
tleman acouls — not,  as  hie  apeech  would  indicate,  on 
acconnt  of  its  impropriety  as  a  political  or  national 
■neaaure;  but  becauee  of  the  preienl  loabllity  of  the 
paoi^  to  meet  the  azaclions  of  such  a  system  of 
li'<""^  That  this  ii  contemplated  by  him  as  an 
ultimate  isiort,  noife  who  heard  his  speech  can 
doubt;  although  the  evil  day  is  to  be  postponed  until 
the  public  distress  shall  be  relieved.  There  are 
other  gentlemen  of  hia  party,  however,  who,  in  their 
entbuuaam  for  the  establiahment  of  this  new  hereey 
of  6m  trade,  do  not  aeruple  to  declare  their  readi- 
tMsi  now  to  resort  to  its  necessary  result — direct 
tuation;  and  I  here  pause  to  pay  the  tribute  of  my 
admiration  to  them  for  the  independence  of  their 
itnorj,  and  the  b<^diiess  with  which  they  defend  it. 
However  full,  in  luy  judgment,  it  may  be  of  error, 
the  raanlinear  with  nhieh  it  baa  been  avowed,  and 
the  majestic  intellects  which  have  been  enliated  to 
«zpound  and  enforce  it,  challenge  a  large  degree  of 
gwith 

to  the 


ring  that  all  taiifls  wersoi^reesive  and  unjost,  and 
that,  in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  people, 
direct  taxation  woa  not  to  be  thought  of.  .411  of 
which  being  interpreted  is,  that  the  GBvemmcni 
m-uil  be  adndnitiered  wiihovl  rtveiiue,  and  all  iis 
o^cert  Merve  -wilkeut  pay!  But,  sir,  I  repeat  the 
question:  la  free  trade  the  cardinal  principle  of 
"Democracy?"  I  ask  sn  answer  from  (he  pat^  on 
this  (toor,  for  none  better  than  they  can  answer. 
Let  there  be  no  dodging — lat  gentlemen  avow  and 
disavow.  It  is  due  to  (he  country  and  themselves 
that  their  "position  should  be  defined."  Since  they 
accuse  us  of  contrariety  in  sentiment,  and  of  holding 
a  set  of  promiscuous  tenets,  it  ia  pro[«r  that  (hej 
should  reveal  to  the  country  the  concord  of  (heir 
counsels,  if  there  be  any,  and  disclose  their  princi- 
ples free  from  all  obscurity.  But  why  intenogate! 
There  is  no  prominent  member  of  the  party  who 
will  risk  his  veracity  upon  a  denial.  During  the 
last  session,  one  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Rritt]  entertained  us  with  an  hour-long  speech 
upon  the  equality  and  justice  of  free  trade,  and  de- 
precated all  tarifls  as  so  many  groas  infringements 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of  (he  8(alea; 
which  latter,  in  (he  estimation  of  a  certain  clique  of 
politicians,  seem  to  be  of  higher  and  holier  authority 
then  the  first.  A  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Lewis]  expressed  the  same,  or  similar  views,  in  that 
ludd  and  forcible  manner  which  has  ever  character- 
ized his  oraloiy;  and  I  well  remember  the  profound 
attention  which  waa  paid  to  him,  and  the  deep  im- 
pression which  he  made  upon  the  House.  Another 
member  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Piciiis]  has, 
within  a  few  days,  proclaimed  that  "Ihere  it  ne  /lar- 
numy  for  the  Demecralic  party,  except  upen  the 
broad  principle  of  free  trade."  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  HuitT»,]  during  the  present  Con- 
gress, has,  with  a  frankneas  which  alw^s  distin- 
gaishes  him,  ably  advocated  the  same  doctrine.  But 
this  principle  of  free  trade  is  not  local  in  its  party 
application.  To  whatever  quarter  of  this  Union  it 
may  be  indebted  for  its  paternity,  it  is  ubiquitous 
with  the  "Democracy."  It  has  its  advocates  at  the 
North  as  well  aa  at  the  South;  and  from  "Northern 
men  with  Soulhem  principles"  I  summon  witnesses 
to  testify  to  ila  legitimacy  as  the  oflapring  of  "De- 
mooiai^." 

One  of  the  Repreaentativea  Irom  the  city  of  New 
York  [Mr.  Rodsitilt]  has  sought  frequent  oeCa- 
sions  to  express  his  party  [reference  for  thii  system 
of  policy,  and  has  advocated  it  with  an  untiring  leal 
and  industry.  A  coUe^ue  of  his,  too,  from  the 
same  city,  whom,  as  it  is  unparliamentary  to  "call 
names,"  I  will  designate  as  the  young  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  McKaoH,]  has,  in  repeated 
inslances,  come  to  the  aid  of  the  elder  gendpman  in 
his  advocacy  of  this  free-trade  policyj  and  I  may  add, 
that  Do  man  upon  this  fioor  has  stricken  more  good 
blows  for  that  policy,  nor  has  any  been  more  vocife- 
rous in  its  commendation  to  the  country  as  the 
true  universal  Democratic  bith,  than  the  yoong 
member  from  New  York.  One  of  the  nwmbera  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  from  (he  dty  of  Phila- 
delphia— Uie  great  man  of  the  delegation,  as  well  as 
of  the  Statea,  and  a  man  of  gigantic  mind  be  is  too, 
[Mr.  C.  J.  InoiRbOLL,]  and  one  who,  if  his  course 
as  a  RepresentatiTe,  and  all  his  par^  speeches  hrae 
and  elsewhere  he  snmmoned  as  witnesses,  prove  him 
to  be  a  genuine  disdple  of  Democracy,  the  must 
rank,  radical,  and  unquestioned — has  also  joined  in 
the  warfare  against  imposts  and  protection,  and 
thrown  the  weight  of  his  great  infiuence  and  intellect 
into  the  scale  of  free  trade.  This,  indeed,  in  his 
remarks  a  few  days  sgo,  wa^  offered  as  the  specific, 
and  (he  only  one,  for  the  ndief  of  individual  and 
pabUc  embarrassments.  The  catalogue  does  not  stop 
here.  Another  gentleman  of  the  New  York  delegation, 
[Mr.  DiviB,]  at  the  past  seasian,  tnade  us  a  speech, 
from  which  it  appeared  that,  while  he  sustained  with- 
out Sinchiog  all  the  avowed  principles  of  his  party, 
there  were  seme  of  (he  more  ladicsl  ones  unavmced, 
tjom  which  be  was  determined  to  strip  the  guiae  of 
secrecy;  and,  with  a  master  hand,  he  did  it.  His 
revelation  of  demoeratie  faith  fumiahed  us  much 
amusement;  end  a  faith  it  proved  (o  be  mora  radical, 
comprehensive,  and  latitudinous,  more  "smniua 
f  ofierufn"  in  its  chanoter,  more  levelling  and  agra- 
ri«n  in   its   operstwn  aad  nvalH>  than  any  anr 


before  oSered  by  party  leaders  to  the  crednli^  cf  a 
confiding  people.  And  what  wasiti  FHZTaui. 
hard-money,  no  Aantj  or  bank  paper,  na  credl, 
DittKCT  TinTioji,  i4e  vnivertal  right*  of  wsi, 
and  no  laiot  for  the  calleclian  of  debt*.  Ifliean^ 
of  authorities  is  not  yet  sufficient  to  identic  tlii 
principle  of  free  trade  with  Democracy,  I  faring  aa- 
other  witness  tu  the  stsnd;  to  doabt  the  li  Milan ij 
of  whom  would  bring  down  upcm  the  oSinderalllhs 
rigors  of  the  party  inquisition.  That  vritneaa  isths 
now  prominent,  distinguished,  and  recognised  IrnW 
of  the  Democratic  party,  John  C.  Cilhook — a  nm 
for  nhom,  and  for  whose  integrity,  public  and  pa- 
vate,  I  entertsin  the  highest  respect;  aod,  '■1'*'™^!^ 
my  opinion  upon  this  point  may  be  adverse  to  that 
of  the  party  of  which  I  am  one,  there  is  notfaaag  k 
this  subject  or  occasion  that  reqniies  me  to  wiU- 
hold  its  expression.  Whatever  luiy  have  bewb 
political  VBctlladons,  (an J  they  are  many,)  inaltlhs- 
lief  e  he  has  been  aetoalad  by  what  he  coocaised  Is 
be  the  common  interests  of  bw  coantryaxni — pteiaHj 
disregHrding  all  those  consequences  (o  the  popDhii^ 
of  a  statesman  which  ever  How  from  a  change  of  pa- 
silion,  no  matter  whether,  by  such  change,  ennr  lis 
corrected  or  avoided.  But  let  him  speak  upon  tka 
pohcy  of  free  trsde  and  its  generality.  Ihinng  tht 
past  session,  when  the  revenue  bill  waa  under  ega- 
sideration  in  the  Senate,  Mr.CiLaoca.  inthacMrM 
of  a  speech  which  he  made  upon  the  IhU,  mit 
"He  bad  notspoken  with  a  view  to  change  a  v* 
here:  be  koew  that  an  angel  from  heav^i  ranUnst 
affect  Jhe  actions  or  opinions  of  those  here.  Bot  hs 
confided  in  the  strength  andlultimalc  trinmph  of 
truth.  We  had  Ihrmerly  strug^ed  against  gmla 
odds.  But  now  we  see  IbenAD/c  Democratic  pv- 
ly  rallied  under  the  banner  of  free  trade"  Caa 
language  be  plainer,  or  a  principle  be  more  dcai^ 
defined!  And  let  it  he  remembered  that  we  ban 
itftgcgthe  highest  possible  authority,  thai  to  (k> 
advocacy  and  suppoWof  this  principle  the  "whok 
Democratic  party"  have  ralliol.  8ii,  is  anyttuai 
more  needed  to  prove  that  free  trade  is  the  cwdiaal 
principle  of  Democracyl  The  witnesses  I  haveistn- 
duced  are  thoee  who  rank  not  only  high,  bat  higb. 
est  with  their  party  for  talent  and  integri^:  Ijlv 
will  is  the  Isw,  and  Iheir  principles  the  piiaaplw  <f 
the  party.  If  (heir  testimony  is  not  to  be  rebed  npos. 
then  is  there  no  longer  virtue  among  staU 
truth  has  Sed  these  halls  to  give  place  to  di 
and  deceit 

Now,  sir,  although  I  believe  with  Mr.  Caimosj, 
that  "the  whole  Democratic  party"  are  secredf  ia 
favor  of  free  trade,  I  jtnoie  that  Democratic  meiabi 
from  the  North  hold  a  difierent  language  wbmil 
home  among  their  cooalituenta.  One  of  the  Nea 
York  democratic  SltUa  papers,  the  leading  OTfaa  if 
the  party,  during  (ho  gubernatorial  contest  in  Ns- 
vember  last  called  upon  all  tariff  men  of  both  paita 
to  glorify  S11.1B  Wkioht,  because,  t^  his  Totsio 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  lud  asvsd  lis 
tariff  bill— the  same  bill  that  the  Lcgi^atare  ^ 
South  Carolina  has  recently,  by  joint  resolutioQ,  aiU 
us  to  repeal;  and  threatening  ua,  if  we  do  not,nA 
that  fearful  remedy — a  "resort  to  Aer  original  ri^ili.* 
The  lead  ofthis  paper  wasfollowed  by  many  of  da 
"distinguished  Demoeracy"  in  their  addtssaes  to  tlw 

with  tbeb  conalituents.  Yet  these  gentlemea  itn 
are  as  gentle  as  cooing  doTee,  and  whiqnr  aoAlyii 
the  believing  ears  of  their  Southrsn  bn^hrsi,  *iii 
ore  for  free  trade." 

Sir,  it  is  time  that  the  deluaion  wotb  destrgyit 
arfffihe  mask  of  hypocrisy  stripped  from  such  Jsa* 
faced  poUtidans.  They  cannot  have  one  sK  d 
principles  for  the  constituent  bodies,  and  anotho  « 
for  the  ears  of  partiaaoB  leaders.  I  call  upon  Kent 
ern  Democrata  now  to  rise  in  their  places  and  dedtn 
whether  they  are  for  free  trade.  It  iadnstoyoi- 
selves — it  is  dfae  to  your  stalaons — it  ia  due  le  (is 
country — it  is  due  to  honor  and  fair  dealing,  Iha 
yon  ahonld  precisely  "define  yonr  positjoaa.''  K 
you  are  united  in  poUtical  sentiment,  let  itbt* 
understood.  If  you  are  divided  past  all  hope  ef  cesK 
promise  or  reconciliation,  \A  ua — let  the  oonaa; 
know  it,  and  decide  upon  the  merits  of  youc  eoans- 
versy,  Why  conceal  your  condition?  WliucnB 
Gjr  concealment!  Do  men  or  meastutes  dinde  ym' 
I  Or  are  yon  not  dividedi  ud  ai*  your  CMOMli  kv- 
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monioat?  Let  it  come  out — ^publish  alL  Sir,  I 
call  tgais — distinctly,  emphatically  call  upon  North- 
ern Democrata  to  rise  now  in  their  places  and  de* 
dare,  if  they  can,  that  the  testimony  of  their  party 
leaden  from  South  Carolina— one  from  Alabama — 
one  from  yirgini&--one  from  Pennsylvania'— and 
diree  from  New  York,  is  untrue.  Dare  you  doit 
now— here  in  your  placesi  Your  leader  [Mr.  Cal- 
■ovv]  has.  said  that  the  **vhole  Democratic  party 
have  roiUed  to  the  standard  of  free  ti-ade"  Dare 
yoQ  say  it  is  false?  If  so,  rise  and  pronounce  the 
woid.  Gentlemen  ard  silent!  and  that  silence  elo- 
quently admits  the  truth  of  their  great  leader's  dec- 
lantiofi,  while  they  have  not  the  courage  to  avow  it 
in  tennc  Let  it  go  to  the  North  that  the  Represent- 
atifss  of  that  section  of  the  Union  are^or  the  doc- 
triiMof  free  trade  while  here;  and  by  the  North,  dis- 
g;nc8d  by  the  duplicity  <^  their  agents,  let  the  rebuke 
be  adminiitered  to  &em. 

I  eafl  upon  a  gentleman  from  New  York  now  in 
taj  eye— the  Representative  of  the  district  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  residence,  [Mr.  McClellah]— to  tell 
due  House  whether  h>  constitutes  one  of  the  *^rhole 
J^enocratic  party" — whether  he  is  an  advocate  for 
firvetimdel 

Mr.  McClbllait.  I  will  respond  to  the  inquiry. 
If  the  gentleman  means,  by  free  trade,  low  duties 

Mr.  Whitx.  I  do  not  yield  the  ^oor  to  the  gen- 
Uenian  to  make  a  speech.  I  ask  him  a  plain  ques- 
tion; and  before  he  answers,  he  requires  me  to  ex- 
plain the  meaning'  of  one  of  the  cardinal  principles 
of  his  party. 

Mr.  McClvllajt.    If  the  gentleman  means 

Mr.  Whitx.  I  mean  nothing  about  the  jnind- 
^e.  I  ask  you  a  simple  question.  Will  you  an- 
swer, yes  or  nol  The  gentleman  declines  the  an- 
swerl    I  thought  it  would  be  thus. 

Lei  us  now  look  to  the  operation  of  this  principle 
when  reduced  to  practice.  The  term  fr^  trade 
defines  its  own  meaning:  it  is  a  trade  free  from  all 
legislatiTe  restraints,  and  left  to  the  control  of  iu 
own  laws.  If  the  taxing  power  of  this  Government 
be  ^>plied  to  it,  and  it  is  compelled  to  pay  contribu- 
tions  for  its  license,  it  is  no  longer  a  free,  but  a  re- 
■trained  trade.  To  be  free,  it  must  not  be  subjected 
to  dotiesy  and  must  be  chargeable  with  the  payment 
of  no  revenue  to  the  Government.  In  short,  the 
Ooverament  must  be  left  without  revenue,  or  resort 
to  direct  taxation  to  procure  it,  if  this  policy  prevails. 
If  this  theory  yrere  established  in  practice,  what 
think  you,  sir,  each  State  would  be  bound  to  con- 
tribute by  direct  taxation  as  its  portion  of  the  Fed- 
eral revenue?  I  have  been  curious  enough  to  make 
the  calculation  upon  the  returns  of  the  last  census, 
aesuming  $28,500,000  as  the  amount  of  annual  ex- 
penditure—an amount  far  below  that  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report — and 
•esuming  federal  numbers  as  the  basis  of  taxation. 
The  account  would  stand  thus: 


Sfame 

I9ew  Hamp!>bif« 

liwstchugem 

Rhode  lalaod 

Ootuiectieut 

Vermont    • 

KswTesk 

^•w  Jeney 

penniTlvsnia 

Ohio 

lodians 

Illioob 

Michigan  • 


•1,003,630 

669,150 

1,465,390 

217,260 

619,960 

663,890 

4^7,840 

^46,610 

3,345,060 

3033,930 

1,371,730 

962,360 

421,630 


Delaware  . 
Maryland  • 
Virginia    • 
North  OaroUna 
Sbuib  Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama   • 
MiwMuppi 
Louifiana  • 
Tennewee  > 
Kentucky  • 
MisMarf   • 
▲rlianBaa  - 


•180,140 

671.460 

1,771,130 

1,078,310 

6H390 

691,380 

666,360 

376.660 

293,670 

1,184,680 

1,114  040 

584,140 

139,390 


In  the  calculation  which  I  have  made,  to  avoid 
piecing  too  high  the  ratable  proportions  of  the  slave- 
nolding  States,  I  have  assumed  for  each  that  the  vot- 
ing population  are  the  tax-payers;  which  is,  in  effect, 
rue.  It  may  be  that  many  voters  do  not  pay  taxes; 
but  the  deficiency  is  fully,  if  not  more  than  supplied 
by  taxee  paid  by  widows,  the  guardians  of  minor 
4;hildren,  and  foreigners  who  have  estates  in  land. 
Could  New  York  pay  this  sum  of  $4,857,840  annu- 
eJly?  The  statement  of  the  amount  is  a  sufficient 
i^ly.  During  the  late  &11  election  in  that  State, 
the  party  leaders  were  rampant  at  the  thought  of 
Whig  ascendency  and  a  "forty  million  debt;"  and 
ffaeh'  stump  and  caucus  orators,  in  doleful  strains, 
beeooght  the  people  to  restore  the  State  Oovemment 
to  the  keeping  of  the  Democracy,  because  Whig 
mitrteriegement  had  imposed  upon  them  a  direct 
twLX  of  about  nx  hundred  thoueand  dollars,  -which 
thtjf  tPtre  vnabkto  pay.    The  Oovenunent  was 


restored  to  them;  and  hew  do  they  propose  to  alle- 
viate or  reniove  this  popular  burden  of  a  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  direct  taxi  By  free  trade.  In 
other  words,  as  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  cannot  pay  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually,  without  great  inconvenience,  if 
they  can  ever  pay  it  at  all.  Democracy  proposes  to 
relieve  them  of  the  inconvenience  or  inability  by  ex^ 
acting  annually  an  additional  sum  of  four  miz.- 

LIOX  BIOHT  HrirSRBS  AHD  VrrTT-SXVXlT  THOUSAHD 
VIOHT     BUNDRED   AND    TOBTT   DOLLARS     by    direct 

taxation  for  Federal  uses.  A  New  York  city  mem- 
ber informed  us  a  short  time  since  that  his  was  the 
•'progressive  or  improvement  party,"  and  that  ours 
is  the  *<stand-still  party."  I  do  not  now  stop  to 
controvert  his  position;  but,  for  myself,  sir,  I  would 
rathet  always  remain  in  that  condition  ef  blissful 
ignorance  to  which  the  genUeman  has  consigned  me, 
than  to  purchase  progression  or  improvement  at  the 
enormous  price  of  public  misery  and  ruin  which 
must  be  paid  for  it  I  would  rather  forever  '*stand 
still"  than  to  <^rogress,"  when  each  advancing  step 
must  tread  upon  the  prostrate  interests  and  the 
crushed  and  despairing  hopes  of  a  nation.  No,  sir; 
I  desire  no  party  improvement,  or  party  progres- 
sion, if  it  must  be  based  upon  public  wretchedness. 

I  turn  now  to  examine  the  blessings  in  reserve 
for  my  own  State  under  this  financial  policy  of**free 
trade  and  direct  taxation."  The  gentleman  who 
last  addressed  the  House  p^r.  Ho luks]  ^thought 
proper  to  indulge  in  many  censorious  conmientaries 
upon  the  conduct  of  Western  members  in  endeavor- 
ing to  vntiihold  large  appropriations  for  the  navy; 
and  he  invoked  the  liberality  of  our  patriotism 
to  sustain  in  future  that  branch  of  the  national  ser- 
vice. Strange  invocation  from  a  strange  quarter! 
How  many  times  and  for  how  many  years  has  the 
West  appealed  to  the  gentleman,  nay,  to  the  whole 
school  of  **striet-construction"  politicians — master 
and  disciples — to  give  us  appropriations  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Western  riversi  And  how 
oflen  have  those  appeals  been  burdened  with  mi- 
nute specifications  of  the  loss  of  property  and  human 
life,  in  consequence  of  appropriations  being  refused? 
How  of^  have  they  been  implored  to  vote  money 
to  continue  ^e  Cumberland  road — a  great  national 
thor6ugh£gure,  which  has  peopled  the  wiMeme^  and 
brought  untold  millions  into  your  treasury?  And 
what  answer  has  been  given  to  those  appeals  and 
invocations?  <<rhe  appropriation  is  unconstitu- 
tional." This  is  the  unvarying  and  eternal  response. 
In  their  estimation,  the  Constitution  is  general 
in  theory — local  in  practice.  It  was  made  exclu- 
sively for  that  portion  of  the  Union  lying  east  of 
the  Alleghanies,  and  most  especially  for  South  Car- 
olina, to  which  State  alone  belongs  the  right  of  in- 
terpreting its  provisions!  Appropriations  for  har- 
bors, lig^t-houses,  buoys,  dry-docks,  fortifications, 
arsenals,  armories,  are  tolerated  by  the  Constitution, 
under  a  South  Carolina  construction;  but  an  ap- 
propriation for  Western  rivers,  upon  whose  bosoms 
float  one-half  the  agricultural  wealth  of  this  nation, 
and  by  means  of  which  more  than  one-half  of  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  country  is  carried  on,— such 
an  appropriation  is  forbidden  by  the  Constitution! 
And  dius  it  is  that  the  gentieman,  by  the  aid  of 
"strict  construction,"  refuses  to  us  all  benefit  of  part 
or  lot  in  the  appropriations  made  by  this  Govern- 
ment; and  yet  he  cannot  understand  the  motive 
which  influences  Western  members  to  vote  against 
large  appropriations  for  expenditure  upon  the  sea- 
board. Let  me  explain  to  him  the  position  of  my 
State,  and  he  will  sufficientiy  understand  the  mo- 
tives which  govern  its  Repesentatiyes  ^upon  all 
questions  of  appropriation. 

Sinee  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  she  has  paid  into  the  national  treasury  nearly 
$16,000,000,  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  sbkl  with- 
in her  limtis.  This  amount  has  been  expended 
somewhere,  but  none  of  it  has  found  its  way  back 
again  to  the  State  by  which  it  was  paid.  South 
Carolina  has  had  her  share  of  it 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  people  oi  Indiana  have 
paid,  in  difierenee  of  exchange  alone,  about  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  I 
say  paid;  because  the  di&rence  of  exdiange  (which 
diuing  that  period  has  averaged  eight  per  cent)  has 
been  Added  to  the  pike  of  ell  oonuDoditieeiniidiAaed 


by  pur  merchants  in  the  Eaistem  cities  and  consumed 
within  my  State.  In  this  case,  as  it  ever  will  be 
in  all  others  where  pecuniary  loss  must  be  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  derangement  of  currency  and 
exchange,  mercantile  sagacity  throws  that  loss  off 
the  shoulders  of  dealers  to  those  of  consumers.  This 
annual  burden  is  imposed  upon  us  because  ''strict 
construction"  has  withheld  a  charter  for  a  national 
bank;  and  patiently  have  we  paid  the  yearly  con- 
tribution foi  South  Carolina^  interpretation  of  a 
Constitution  not  made  for  usi  and  pay  it  we  ever 
must  while  the  star  of  ''Democracy"  is  in  the  as- 
cendant* I  will  state  the  annual  account  between 
Indiana  and  the  General  Government 

Government  of  the  United  States  to  Indiana, 

Dr. 

To  difierence  of  exchange  per  annum  paid 
by  the  people  in  consequence  of  refusal 
of  the  Government  to  give  to  them  a 
national  currency       ...  $750,000 

To  amount  paid  by  sale  of  public  lands, 

per  annum    ....     500,000 

To  amount  paid  by  consumers  of  articles 
of  foreign  merchandise  in  consequence 
of  tarifi  duties  ...     500,000 


Total 


1,750,000 


Cb. 


By  appropriation  for  the    Cumberland 

road  -  -  -  -  -     000,000 

By  appropriation  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabash  river       -  -     000,000 

By  appropriation  for  harbor  at  Michigan 

city   ....  -     000,000 

By  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
navigation  in  Western  rivers  -  -      000,000 

Thus  stands  the  account  But  this  is  far  from 
being  the  entire  amount  of  our  annual  burden. 
There  is  to  be  added  to  this  the  sum  of  $120,000 
for  the  ordinaiy  expenses  of  the  State  Government, 
and  the  further  sum  of  $800,000  interest  upon  our 
debt;  which,  with  the  sum  of  $1,750,000  before 
stated,  makes  an  annual  amount  of  $2,670,000, 
chargeable  upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens.  It  is  true,  the  demand  for  interest  on  our 
debt  has  not  been  punctually  met,  because  of  our 
inability  to  meet  it.  It  stands  charged  against  us, 
however,  and  must  and  eventually  vill  be  paid, 
without  the  repudiation  of  a  farthing.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Lane,]  we  vrill  settie 
feir  if  we  never  pay.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  prop- 
osition which  Democracy  makes  to  relieve  us  from 
this  insupportable  liability?  Free  trade  again;  by 
which  the  sum  of  $500,060  now  paid  by  the  con- 
sumers of  tarifif  duties  would  be  withdrawn  from  the 
account,  and  the  sum  of  $1,371,730,  to  be  raised  by 
direct  taxation,  substituted.  This  would  leave  our 
liability  for  each  year  $8,541,730 — an  amount  which 
we  cannot  pay  while  this  Government  pursues  this 
"strict  construction"  policy,  and  a  large  portion  of 
which  we  need  not  pay,  because  it  would  not  be 
charged  againtt  us  if  the  Gk>vemment  shall  be  ever 
administered,  as  it  should,  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Is  the  genUeman 
surprised  now  that  we  oppose  extravagant  appro- 
priations of  money,  no  part  of  which  is  to  be  ex- 
pended* unongst  ourselves?  When  he  aids  in  es- 
tablishing, for  our  benefit,  a  national  bank,  and  thus 
strikes  from  our  account  $750,000 ;  when  he  votes 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  western  rivers  to  prevent  this  loss  of  our  prop- 
erty and  the  lives  of  our  adventurous  people, — his  ap- 
peal to  our  generosity  will  not  be  characterized  by 
the  selfishness  that  now  marks  it,  and  will  be  entitliid 
to  more  respect  and  receive  more  consideration. 

The  AUantic  States,  in  efftct^  pay  nothing  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Grovemment  That  a  large  portion 
of  it  is  collected  upon  the  seaboard,  I  admit;  but 
what  becomes  of  it?  True,  it  is  paid  into  the  na- 
tional treasury,  and  so  .is  the  $600,000  annually 
collected  from  Indiana;  but  it  does  not  remain  there. 
Congress  appropriates  the  money,  under  the  lash  df 
"strict  construction,"  for  the  army  and  navy,  fortifi- 
cations, light-houses,  dry-docks,  building  vessels  of 
war,  the  improvement  of  harbors,  dec,  not  one  of 
which  objects  is  local  to  the  West  And  thus  it 
ia  thatifvhat  tiie  Atlantic  States  pay  into  the  beas- 
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D(7  to^7,  Ihey  g«t  bade  i^Q  to-monaw  in  fb» 
C>mi  of  u  appropnation.  Thu  we  could  andate — 
oTlliu  we  would  not  complein;  bul  the  unount 
paid  b;  thwe  States,  in  its  return,  cornea  not  aloDB 
aa  it  went^  it  briogB  with  it  what  the  Wcrtem  State* 
paj;  the  f&00,[)00,  paid  b;  Indiana  conttibutes  to 
■well  the  return  tiile.  and  thai  is  in  like  manner  ei- 
paaded  afoa  the  Atlantic  coaat 

For  thu  reason  I  gay  that  tlie  AtJantic  States,  in 
^tct,  pay  nathing.  The  public  revenue  atlemalea 
aariodicslly  betweui  them  and  the  tceaaury,  per- 
fcnaiDg  a  reliable  aiul  ahnost  constant  ciicuJslioii; 
while  the  toiling,  adTeutnrauB  West  i<  deprived  of 
•II  paiticipstion  in  the  pecuniaiy  benefits  resulting 
from  the  administration  of  the  Government.  It  is 
conititutional  for  us  to  pay  rverytldng\  unconsti- 
tdtional  for  as  toreceiwonylAitif.  Constituting, as 
oui  people  do, nearly  one-third  ofthie  Union,  we  have 
been  made  pack-horses  to  bear  the  load  of  the  whole, 
and  have  bnn  kept  on  "short  allowance"  at  that.  The 
inequnlil;  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  a  bad  admin- 
ietration  of  national  a^lsuponlbe  State  of  Indiana. 
hn  be«D,  and  is,  tenfold  greater  than  those  of  which 
South  Caroliira  ever  complained;  and  yet  I  feel  a 
just  pride  in  saying,  snch  has  always  been  her 
tttacbmenClu  our  free  institutions,  in  all  her  brOad 
fimta,  her  verdant  prairies,  and  her  populous 
ttrwns,  tbatnotone  traitorous  hand  Was  evvrfiiundto 
raise  the  standard  of  "mdUfication;"  no  demagogue 
to  aUnct  a  passiDg  crowd,  to  gaoconade  about 
■^Btate  aovereignlyi"  no  patriot  oratorio  talk  gran- 
diloquently of  a-'rerort-to  original  ri^ts."  That 
StMe  has  thus  far  abided  her  time,  and  will  continue 

The  second  principle  of  "Democracy"  is  hard 
money;  and  thio,  with  ^at  of  free  trade,  constitutes, ' 
M  &r  ■■  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  whole  ajirm- 
otiTV  creed  of  the  party;  the  residue  of  it  being  a 
mere  string  of  negatives.  They  are  oppoaed  to  a 
United  Stales  bank — opposed  to  a  State  bank  paper 
— opposed  to  extravagance  in  the  national  adminis- 
tration— Imposed,  in  short,  to  everything  that  is  of 
Whig  origin — opposed  to  all  but  two  political  prin- 
d{iUB,  and  tbaae  are  free  trade  and  baid  money.  If 
they  hold  any  oilier  adiTmative  principle,  it  has  been 
my  misfortune  never  to  see  or  bear  it  published. 

Hard  money  I  It  is  a  very  primitive  idea  for  an 
"improvement  party,"  and  one  that,  discarding  all 
tbelessMis  of  expeiisnce  and  alt  the  convenience*  of 
mcdermtai  society,  carries  us  back  by  historical 
■asociation  to  the  pastoral  age  for  examples  in 
finance.  A  strange  "progression"  this,  that  with 
one  boimd  leaps  bock  over  all  dvilisalion,  and 
■natchea  frem  the  darkest  age  of  barbarism  a  light 
to  guide  the  financial  policy  of  the  American  Ra> 
pnblic!  But  how  is  this  principle  to  aflect  the 
country,  if  established  in  practice  by  the  restoration 
of  the  "Democracy"  to  power!  That  the  cirenla- 
tii%  medium  of  the  country,  composed  of  a  mixed 
currency  of  bank  paper  and  specie,  is  the  repre«nt- 
ativeof  the  valueof  the  property  of  the  couatry,  is 
,  a  fact  conceded  by  all  parlies;  and  thai,  in  propoi- 
litm  to  the  inctease  of  the  circulation,  puces  rise,  and 
in  propoitien  to  ^e  decrease  priitefl  fall;  or,  in  other 
worde,  if  the  standard  of  value  decreases,  everything 
represented  by  it  retrogiadea  in  exact  proponioii. 
Hence  it  is,  that,  in  the  years  1S36  and  1637,  when 
the  drenlation  was  inflated  to  double  the-prasent 
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OradLt  cannot  exist  again«t  pt^iuiar  will;  and  the 
credit  of  theae  institutions,  by  the  ceaseless  aUacks  of 
party  leaden,  wu  destroyed.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  contract  their  circulation  one-half  or  more, 
and  the  countiy  was  deprived  of  one-half  its  cur- 
rency; the  representative  of  valac  nas  decreased, 
prices  fell  in  proportion,  and  the  people  were  ruined. 
And  now,  to  remedy  the  evils  wrought  by  their 
hsnds,  they  ofier  to  us  this  hard-money  panacea  as 
the  only  one  leA  in  their  budget  of  nostrums.  The 
mixed  currency  of  this  country  amounla  to  about 
two  hundred  aullioiiB  of  dollars,  of  which  eighty- 
aeven  milliana  is  of  gold  and  silver.  For  the  pur> 
pose  of  illustrating  the  position  which  I  ^all  as- 
sume, I  will  state  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  at 
(100,000,000,  wUchis  more  favorable  to  the  hard- 
money  party.  Under  the  present  circulation,  the 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  State  of  Indiana  is 
assessed  for  purposes  of  taxation  at  (100,000,000, 
and  upon  eacji  huikdred  dollars'  worth  a  tax  of  thirty 
cents  is  levied.  If  the  circulating  medium  were  re- 
duced one-half,  by  striking  from  it  all  bank  paper, 
the  piopaity  of  that  Stale,  beisg  tepteeentsd  by  one- 
half  leas  than  at  pTessot,  waufal  aink  in  value  to 
S&0,0(IO,000.  But  bov  would  it  aflact  the  taxes! 
A  given  sum  must  be  eollecled,  lo  raise  which  re- 
quires a  tax  of  thirty  cents  upon  each  hundred  dol- 
UiBof  the  one  tmodnd  millions.  If  the  one  hun- 
dred millions  be  reduced  to  fifty  oiillions,  does  it  not 
follow  that  a  tax  of  sixty  centR  uport  each  hnn^ad 
dollars  must  be  imposed  to  raise  the  sum  requiredl 
Here,  then,  we  have  a  remedy  proposed,  whish.  if 
adopted,  will  doaUe  the  taxes  paid  by  every  dtiien 
of  Indiana,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  ooe-half 
hispieaent  Bicans  of  paying  them.  But  it  will  stop 
not  with  tax-payras;  it  will  operate  in  ruinous  efliict 
upon  all  classes  of  soeie^,  except  the  money ■lendoia; 
and  upon  none  mora  rigorously  than  ths  p«or  day- 
laborers.  A  policy  that  reduces  in  value  one-half 
each  litrm,  and  all  the  produce  raised  upon  it,  in  my 
Stale,  will  not  except  from  its  operation  manoal 
Ubori  This  must  also  come  down,  to  preserve  the 
proportion  between  its  value  and  that  of  properly; 
and  the  r))>ening  glories  of  "Democracy"  are  only 
to  become  visible  when  the  humble  laborer  shall 
return  at  night  to  a  family  begging  bread,  with 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  in  his  poi^et — the  reward 
of  a  day's  hard  toill  Such  a  doctrine  may  find  ad- 
vocates among  rich  creditors,  but  hardly,  I  shouU 
apprehend,  amorlg  the  indebted  class  of  sodety; 
■ndlipaw  bnt  little  of  the  farming  population  of 
my  State  If  thi^  are  ready  and  willing  to  aid  in  es- 
tablishing a  policy  that  will  cMopel  them,  by  its 
process  of  redndng  prices,  to  sell  four  hundred  in- 
stead of  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  to  raise  the 
sum  of  one  hundivd  dollars  to  pay  adebL  The 
State  of  Indiana  now  cw  neither  pay  her  debt  nor 
the  intemt  upon  it;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  compliment 
lo  her  inloltigence  to  suppose  that  she  will  bs  found 
acting  with  a  party  that  proposes  to  douUe  her  in- 
debtedness by  nay  of  relief  to  hBrinabiUly  to  pay! 

I  have  examined  hastily,  air,  the  results  of  this 
Democratic  faith,  if  ever  reduced  lo  practice,  ttpon 
the  pao[de  and  upon  the  interesto  of  my  SlaCe;  and, 
as  Indiana  has  no  natiolial  interests  saparsile  and 
distinct  from  Ihoee  of  her  sisters  of  this  great  Con- 
federmcy,  the  eSaet  of  these  messnres  upon  her  is  bat 
aneiampleof  what  it  will  be  upon  the  whole  Union. 

Henceforth,  let  there  be  no  miaundenlanding  or 
eaafiMioB  about  principles  or  poations,  It  se«ns  lo 
b«  agreed,  upon  all  atdea,  that  the  great  parties  are 
In  meet  each  pother  in  the  coming  stmggls,  and  do 
battle  for  (heir  princtplei.  On  the  one  aide  we  have 
free  trade  attdiHrtcltaxalioHi  mi  the  other,  alarif 
fur  r/nienue  and  protection  td  .American  industry. 
One  party  swears  etamal  hoelitity  to  all  banks,  and 
ofSsra  to  the  ecmntry  hard  laeoej  only;  the  other 
opposes  lb  it  a  itttianal  bank  to  regulate  the  cnrreney 
and  exchange*.  One  parly  proposes  lo  reduce  trade 
t«  the  standard  of  eturency;  the  ollm  to  incrsasa 
the  currency  to  eaeet  the  deoiuida  of  trade.  There 
is  one  measure  besides,  which  the  Whigs  propose, 
that  finds  do  antagonist  principle  in  the  Democratic 
party  of  an  alBrmalive  character.  It  is  the  distribo- 
tionofthepiooeeds^  thepnblic  lai>d»— a  meaaure 
which,  if aiBfied,  would  annually  disDihute  to  the 
Stales  large  sumsofmney  swing  from  tlM  sola* 
eltis*r  *w«  loM*.     IW  au  iituek  woold  b* 
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suchonerous  taxation  as  now  pravaila,  toBiMdtt 
liabilities  with  punctuality.  To  this  nwsars^ 
"Democracy"  are  opposed,  but  ofler  nUldng  iii 
substitute.  I  know  of  no  other  clear  aodvAjk 
fined  principle  advocated  by  either  par^,  mbiiii 
be  the  hackneyed  one  of  "economy,  whidi  i^  mi 
ever  has  been,  professed  by  all  politician*  U  (nj 
age  and  school;  and  if  there  be  any  othariaiiH 
"Democracy,"  they  would  conGsr  utfiiHte  oUip^ 
bj  disclosing  it  to  the  country. 

Now,  sir.  I  have  wid  all  Ont  I  deand  to  ^  ^ 
WSJ  of  countei-attaok  upon  the  iim  sshim.  piisiij^K 
and  policy  of  the  minoQly  of  this  Hoose.  I  d*M 
frequently  qttrude  ay  ceunscl  npon  ihtt  HowfcMJ 
should  not  ItsvB  sddreasod  it  hMlajr,  b«t  iksUli 
"spirit  wsa  moved"  by  lbs  fietoe  a— ult»  vAitkik* 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tjum|^  it  pM^h 
uukeupon  that'  party  with  which  I  hms  thrqi 
actMl.  And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  iapvrfaq^ih*^ 
time  that  my  voice  will  ever  b«  hMud  srilhB  Al 
vraJb  of  thia  Capitol,  sfeakingto  my  OMMiUMiM 
llie  naliiiii  lliiil»im_iiii£eiif  laltimiir isara hHi  8mI 
I  have  been  here  I  have  not  soogilt  to  gntifra) 
dssire  for  display;  but  rathcv,  like  tba  gMlMM 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  MAi-nia«,]  h*T«  ^kjtt  ^ 
part  of  a  geod  listener  to  the  spa«cl|ea  of  Mjunixli 
by  sulunittiiv  patimtly  to  wluit,in  nwii;  iMtilM 
has  been  rather  an  "afflictiog  iwfmamaim,"  I  pt 
itasano^nion  that  I  have  richly  eaniadaiy^ 
dollarsper  dsy.  Still  I  have  endeavored,  h^  u  n 
yielding  devotion  to  the  gi««t  principle*  whidi  I 
have  ever  advocated,  to  dsservs  at  toaat  tbeniwiaaj 
ation  of  that  constitueocy  through  wbaae  f»uu» 
confidence  I  became  a  RapcesstttotivB, 

And  now,  when  about  to  retire  frvm  all  pttlic^ 
tion  in  the  legislation  fii  the  Muntty,  (as  nikal 
shall,  and  aurreader  my  trust  to  Ae  powat  fsa 
wfaidi  it  emanated,)  I  cannot  bat  be  bio*«1  bj  lb 
eoDlemplsrtion  of  the  fiitnre  ooikditiati,  v  it  Is  Is  1» 
aflbetedb;  legislation  here,  af  theae  ftom  iikiMl 
have  »M(ved  nnvaiying  demonstrtimis  ofkbdMI 
ndfavor.  IdackinaH  afledalieiiofpbihiilhnff, 
nor  do  I  amigate  to  myself  more  than  an  iilililMij 
shwibnt  with  others  of  my  pally  I  can  inddoM 
for  the  misfortunes  of  my  fellow-tnen.  lite  tiaa  Jt 
not  new,  when  I  can  look  with  die '  coM  (wafal 
vision  of  the  stoic,  unooneoiMd,  npon  sqdi  IsslnA- 
nials  as  everywhen  surround  ns,  oif  de«p,  pH!Vsiil|, 
bopdsN  dialniBs;  and  when  a  Kne  of  m  ' 
is  proposed  fw  adoption  which  is  ti 


Free  trade !  direct  taxation !  and  bud  aaaef. 
To  the  "Democracy"  here  I  say.  Too  m^,  by  (^  if 

the  many  accidents  incident  to  a  political  cmnpaii*, 
succeed  in  establishing  this  faith  in  pcsctiix;  t<a 
success  will  be  the  signal  for  revolntion.  The  taf- 
gary  of  the  subject  is  the  security  which  tba  ^rM 
has  of  obedience  to  that  will  by  which  he  is  hd;  lat 
the  free-bom  dtizeos  of  this  BepubUc  fcnowlkalA* 
Government  itself  is  bnt  on  emAwtioa  baaMi 
will;  and,  with  a  scrutinizing  iiitalligei)ee,lhBy<nbi 
the  influence  of  its  administiation  npon  th«r  nrt» 
eats.  They  will  endure  much — waShu  tDoieibRl 
warn  yon,  push  not  their  forbearance  too  &r,  or  ibt 
timemay  come  when  the  toiling  mitHon*,  impUiia 
of  the  hard  condition  to  which  you  would  rsdoa 
them,  wilt  rebel  against  the  power  that  oppram, 
and,  in  all  the  msjei^  of  fVeniied  despair,  nutis 
the  rescue  of  those  rights  which  you  would  wiBint; 
wrest  from  them;  and  if  that  shill  sver  come,  tonj 
will  it  be  if  their  pathway  be  not  reeking  withfo 
tcmal  blood,  and  strewn  with  the  fr«giiiraEs  otjoar 
gloriou*  Republic. 

Free  trade,  direct  tssatiou,  and  hanlm«lr^,*B 
emblsiooed  upon  your  banner;  and,  if  yoa.JiMaiKt 
of  it,  meet  us  in  the  field  with  it  at  the  h«sd  of  js* 
colunuuin  1644.  Our  ensign  stands  iriwieitlat 
alwsysMood — upon  the  battlements  of  the  CndO' 
lion;  and  upon  its  folds  are  irkocrtbed  in  bd|L  dM 
characters,  Frolection  to  Amerioan  induat^^JiVd 
nalianal  currency,  and  the  diatribnlioB  u  tt|s  ^ 
cMds  of  iha  jpuUic  land*. 
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RKMAKKS  OF  MR.  LEVY, 

OP  FLORIDiL, 
ic  Vojae  of  Representatives,  Feb.  11, 1843- On 
e  elaim  or  idbabitaDts  of  West  Florida  for  i]B- 
mnfty  under  the.  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
(19,  between  S|kain  and  the  United  States. 

Lr.  S^kaker:  I  will  endeavor,  with  as  much 
^iiy  and  directness  as  possible,  to  present  to.the 
iiaeralioD  of  the  House  the  views  I  entertain 
meeting  this  bilU  I  hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy  4^ 
ds  of  those  who  will  tavor'me  with  their  atten- 
y  that  there  i9  nothing  in  the  gronnds  taken 
inst  its  passage,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
sett^,  [£lr.  AdausJ  which  ought  to  prejudice 
PACceas.  1  shall  even  hope  that  the  mmd  of  the 
tleman  himself,  upon  a  review  of  those  grounds, 
jr  yield  to  the  strong  claims  which  the  case  pro- 
ed  for  ia  this  byi  presents  upon  the  justice  and 
A  faith  of  the  nation. 

the  objections  urged  by  the  gentleman  rested 
m  two  principal  grounds— to  wit:  1.  That  the 
t,  as  reported,  ^onld  be  inefficient  of  the  object 
Mmietnplates;  and.  2.  That  the  claims  it  relates 
were  not  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  trea- 
betWMD  3pain  and  the  united  States. 
I  ^OT  endeavor  to  reply  to  these  obiections; 
d  ^111  then  take  the  occasion  to  add  some  fur- 
fir  obsery^tions  to  the  reply  formerly  made  to  the 
diarks  of  the  "gentleman  from  Ohio,  respecting 
spTOp(»sed  amendment,  With  the  view  of  show- 
%  that  he  has  entirely  erred  in  his  assertions  as 
ll^e  practice  of  this  Government  upon  questioi^ 
fcctinjc  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves. 
The  first  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
Uisetts.  is  to  the  phraseology  of  .the  bill.  .Now, 
r,  is  ihte— if  even  well  founded— a  justifiable  rea- 
>n  for  layiQf  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  proposed  by 
le  motion  of  the  gentlemanl  If.there  be  merit  in 
^e  claims  of  the  persons  designed  to  be  provided 
)r  by  it,  does  it  comport  with  the  justice  of  thi^ 
louse,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  to  refuse  any 
ction  at  all,  because  the  form  of  the  bill  does  not 
omprehend  all  the  relief  which  is  intended  to  be 
rantedl  If  the  bUl  is  defective  in  its  phraseology, 
t  is  the  fault  of  its  draughtsman,  not  of  the  claim- 
ints;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  amend 
If  remodel  it  at  pleasure.  It  would  be  monstrous 
0  refuse  that  justice  which  has  already  been  too 
ong  delayed,  for  the  reason  of  s  supposed  verbal 
naccoracies  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  the  shape  of  which 
s  entirely  subject  to  the  control  of  the  legislative 
ariH.  But  although  the  bill  is,  perhaps,  loosely  pre- 
)ared,  I  shall  be  qtdte  content  to  take  it  as  it 
Mads.  It  is  the  reason  of  a  law — the  purpose  of 
itspassa^pe^-the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  which 
idntrols  its  construction,  even  against  its  literal  im- 
ptnrt;  and  I  should  have  no  fear  whatever  that  the 
bUl,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  would  be  so  construed  by 
aiy  intelligent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to 
renderit  fully  elective  of  its  palpable  puipose.  I 
r«^,  sir,  I  am  content  to  take  it  as  it  is;  and  if  1, 
who  advocate  the  measure  it  embodies,  am  satis- 
fied, Airely  thoee  who  are  opposed  may  very  well 
fotego  objection  upon  this  score.  If  there  be  no 
olher  objection,  give  me  the  bill,  and  let  us  test  its 
soflcfency. 

The  next,  and  the  important  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman, was,  that  the  claims  referred  to  by  the  bill 
were  not  designed  to  b^  comprehended  in  the  pro- 
visioM  of  the  treaty  fbr  indemnity;  aqd,  in  sunport 
of  this  position,  (which  the  gentleman  stated  he  Knew 
to  be  the  fkct,  having  negotiated  the  treaty,)  he  re- 
ferred ta  a  former  report  made  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  by  Mr.  Archer,  and  to  the 
rejection  of  Uie  claims  by  Mr.  Crawford  upon  the 
s^iajt  ground. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  the  report  of  a  former  Con- 
gress may  weigh,  I  propose  to  meet  the  one  adverse 
report,  from  which  the  gentleman  read,  by  exhibiting 
HMrethan  one  fuvoraJSe  report,  made  to  t^e  House. 
The  first  and  full  report,  made  prior  to  that  refer- 
red to,  and  subsequent  to  the  rejection  of  the  claims 
by  the   Secretary   of    the   Treasury,   emanated 
f^oma  source  challenging  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  this  House.    It  proceeded  from  a  genfle- 
ntn  whose  ability  as  a  statesman  and  jurist  was 
long  acknowledged  in  these  halls,  and  who  is  even 
now  filling  a  high  and  distinguished  place  in  the 
sepice  of  the  country— I  allude,  sir,  to  Mr.  Everett 
or  Massachusetts,  then  a  member  of  this  Honse, 
snd  now  minister  to  England.     Well,  sir,  Mr. 
^crett,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to 
vhich  he  belonged,  reported  directly  in  favor  of  the 
cUims  provided  for  in  this  bill,  after«ftfoU  rericw 


of  the  subject,  and  of  the  grounds  upcm  which  the 
objection  to  them  rested.  ^ 

TMr^LfVY  here  read  extracts  from  the  report] 

Then,  again,  sir,  we  have  the  able  and  elaborate 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  of  the 
d6th  Congress,  made  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  MoroanJ  still  a  member  of  this  House, 
in  support  of  these  claims,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  of 
whicn  the  present  is  a  literal  copy.  And  we  have  cow 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  toe  present  Congress 
in  favor  of  them,  and  upon  whose  report  the  bill 
under  consideration  has  progressed  thus  far.  Here 
then,  sir,  we  have  the  weight  of  three  reports  of 
different  Congresses  in  favor  of  these  claims  to 
balance  against  the  one  adverse  report  to  whichrthe 
gentleman  has  referred.  The  weight  of  reports, 
then,  so  far  as  that  is  of  consequence,  is  clearly 
with  the  claimants. 

The  next  item  depended  upon  by  the  gentleman 
as  a  conclusion  against  the  claim,  was  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  against  their  va- 
lidity under  the  treaty. 

Now,  sir,  the  decisions  upon  this  point  have 
been  diverse.  In  the  first  place,  the  people  of 
Florida  regarded  them  as  having  been  provided 
fbr;  and  presented  them,  under  this  belief,  to  the 
judge  of  west  Florida.  Here,  then,  was  ihepopt^ 
lar  understanding  and  conclusion.  The  judge  of 
West  Florida  received  and  adjudicated  them,  as 
comprehended  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty, 
and  provided  for  by  the  act  of  1823  for  carrying 
that  act  into  effect.  Here  was  the  judicial  decision 
upoh  the  question.  The  Secretary  ofAe  Treas- 
ury decided  that  they  were  not  so  compre- 
hended. This  was  the  political  decision.  The 
claimants  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Sec- 
retary to  Congress.  And,  as  I  'Shall  show  at  a 
future  stage  of  the  argument,  the  decision  of  Con- 
gress, as  exhibited  in  the  act  of  1834,  was  against 
the  Secretary,  upon  the  principles  of  his  decision, 
although  these  claims  of  1814  were  not  provided 
for  in  that  act.  Here,  then,  was  the  legislative  de^ 
cision.  With  the  popular,  Ihe  judicial,  and  the 
legislative  constructions  of  the  treaty  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  is  the  adverse  political  decision  of  the 
Secretary  to  be  conclusive  against  them?  I  call 
it  the  political  decision,  because  it  is  stated  in  one 
ol  the  reports  to  have  been  the  result  of  Cabinet 
advisement.  Now,  when  it  is  considered  that  this 
was  the  decision  of  a  quasi  interested  Executive, 
construing  a  treatyofits  own  negotiation  in  a  man- 
ner most  favorable  to  itsown  claims  upon  the  thanks 
of  the  country  for  obtaining,  by  its  diplomacy,  great 
advantages  at  little  cost,  1  respectfully  submit- 
whether  its  weight  ought  to  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive, or  even  equal  to  the  popular,  the  judicial, 
and  as  I  expect  to  prove,  the  legislative  construction 
of  the  article  involved. 

Without  stopping  to  discuss  at  present  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  error  of  the  argument  in  the  re- 
port of  the  21st  Congress  against  these  claims,  1 
will  proceed  at  once  to  present  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  the  views  which  have  jsatisfied 
my  own  mind  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  GK)vernment 
to  award  the  indemnity  claimed  by  the  sufferers  of 
West  Florida  in  1814. 

The  first,  and,  to  my  mind,  sufficiently  decisive 
proposition,  I  shall  present,  is,  that  the  claim  of  the 
mhabitants  of  West  Florida  is  a  good  one,  without 
reference  to  any  treaty  stipulation,  but  considered 
separately,  upon  its  own  merits;  and  that  the  Uni- 
tea  States  Government  is  bound  by  every  establish- 
ed principle  of  national  law  and  natural  equity 
to  recognise  and  discharge  it  as  a  debt. 

If  the  same  damages  had  been  done  within  the 
limits  of  our  own  boundary  to  the  private  property 
of  our  own  citizens,  by  an  army  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  there  would  have  been  no  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  indem* 
nify  the  sufferers.  The  duty  has  been  recognised, 
in  practice,  by  the  acts  of  1816  and  1818.  and  the 
innumerable  private  acts  since  then,  providing  in- 
demnification for  private  property  ufed  or  destroy- 
ed during  the  late  war  by  the  American  army.  In 
a  single  volume  of  the  laws,  which  I  have  near  me, 
(vol.9,)  there  are  no  less  than  fiflv  private  bills  of 
this  description.  Now,  if  the  obligation  be  admit- 
ted in  the  case  of  injury  to  the  private  property  of 
the  citizens  of  our  own  Ck>vernment,  who  are  com- 
ponent members  of  the  social  compact,  and  sharing 
in  the  benefits  of  the  Government  and  in  the  fruits  of 
its  military  achievements,  how  infinitely  stronger  is 
the  obligation  in  the  case  of  such  injury  to  the 
citizens  of  a  foreign  and  friendly  power— the  peace- 
I  fltiieiahabJOi^teof  nemialtefritory.    Bat  the  duty 


and  the  obligation  are  expreatly  defined.and  eaMth- 
lished,  in  cases  such  as  this  now  presented,  by 
writers  upon  national  law. 

What  is  the  caSel  Pending  a  public  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a  fleet  of  one 
of  the  belligerents  sails  into  a  harbor  of  a  neutral 
province,  and  seizing  upon  a  fort  at  lis  entrance, 
designs  to  employ  the  harbor  lor  shelter  and  re- 
cruital  in  the  prosecution  of  hostilities.  A  com- 
mander of  the  other  bellii^erent  marches  by  land 
with  a  large  army,  consisting  of  three  thousand 
men— one-tnird  of  whom  were  savages,  known  to  bt 
difficult,  and,  indeed,  incapable  ol  restraint— en- 
tirely through  the  dominions  of  the  neutral,  withotit 
stopping  to  a^:k  admission  or  passase,  attacks  and 
captures  a  city  of  the  neutral,  diblodges  the  enemy 
from  the  harbor,  and  aflerwards,  releasing  the  city, 
retires.  In  the  course  of  the  march  to  and  fro,  m 
the  countrv  of  the  neutral,  ravages  upon  the  private 
properly  of  the  peaceable  peasants,  and  other  in 
habitants  of  it,  are  committed.  Provisions  are 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  army,  or  wantonly  destroy- 
ed; and  the  loss  of  other  property,  consisting  of 
slaves,  &c.,  occasioned  to  the  owhers. 

Now,  what  is  the  law  of  nations  applicable  to  tha 
case?  It  must  be  remembered  that  no  nation  has 
the  right  to  march  an  army  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  a  friendly  or  neutral  power,  without  ex^ 

Eress  permission  of  the  sovereign.  In  certain  cases, 
owevcr,  of  actual  or  supposed  necessity,  it  is  justi- 
fied; but  with  restrictions,  and  under  obligations  ex- 
pressly defined.  The  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down 
by  Vauel,  and  applicable  to  the  case,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  following  passage: 

"Extreme  DeccMiiy  may  even  aattiorixe  tbe  temporary  aeia- 
ure  ofa  neutral  town,  aod  ihe  puiUng  a  garrboD  therein,  wilh 
a  view  to  cover  ourselves  from  tlio  enemy,  or  to  prevent  ib« 
execution  of  hie  deaigoeagalnat  that  town,  when  theaovereifn 
ia  not  able  to  defend.  But  when  the  dancer  is  over,  we  muat 
immedia  ely  reetoro  the  place,  and  pay  all  the  charges,  ineon* 
venicncoa,  and  damages  which  we  have  occasioued  oy  aelsiog 
it."— Book  3,  chap,  vti,  at  ction  121. 

The  obligation  is  here  clearly  stated  to  pay  all 
the  damages  occasioned. 

Now,  let  the  necessity  for  the  march  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  into  Florida  be  admitted:  I  seek  not  to 
dispute  it.  Yet  that  necessity  grew  not  out  of  the 
hostile  disposition  of  the  neutral  province,  but  re- 
sulted 'from  its  weakness,  and  inability  to  prevent 
the  lodgment  of  the  British  force  at  Pensacola« 
This  fact  will  be  established  by  reference  to  vol.  7, 
p.  11,' of  Niles's  Register,  where  it  will  be  found  re- 
corded that  the  British  applied  to  the  Gknremor  of 
Cuba  for  permission  to  rendezvous  at  PensacoUii 
and  land  troops;  which  permission  was  perempto- 
rily refused,  and  a  packet  despatched  to  rensacok, 
with  orders  to  the  Governor  "to  repel  the  landing 
of  British  troops  in  that  province,  with  all  the  forc^ 
under  his  control."  But  what  could  the  inconsider- 
able military  strength  ofa  small  provincial  town» 
upon  peace  establishment,  do  in  repelling  from  its 
•harbor  seven  frigates,  with  an  army  on  boardt 
Where,  then,  is  the  excuse  for  refusing  the  dis- 
charge of  an  obligation  so  clearly  imposed  by  the 
laws  of  nations') 

But  are  not  the  plain  dictates  of  equity  eoually 
imperative?  Why  should  the  innocent  inhabit- 
ants of  a  foreign  territory  be  made  to  bear  any 
part  of  the  cost  of  an  mvasion  undertaken  for 
your  own  advantage,  without  fault  on  their  parti 
For  it  is  not  pretended  they  took  any  hostile  part 
against  the  United  States;  and  surely  the  weak- 
ness of  their  Government  attached  no  fault  to 
them. 

But  suppose,  however,  even  that  the  invasion  of ' 
West  Florida  was  a  legfitimate  act  of  war  against 
the  Spanish  Government,  and  was  subject  only  to 
the  rules  and  principles  governing  a  state  of  public 
•  war. — still  the  private  property  of  its  inhabitants 
was  not  legitimate  subject  of  capture  or  destruction 
on  land;  the  more  especially  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida  were  non-combatants.  No  principle  is  bet- 
ter settled,  in  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  than 
that,  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  the  private 
property  ot  the  citizens  shall  not  be  taken  or  de- 
stroyed, without  indemnity  being  made.  This 
principle  is  vouched  in  our  own  practice,  and  has 
been  distinctly  asserted  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  found  in  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Monroe  (then  Secretary  of  State)  to  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  at  Goitenburg,  dated  Januar]^  528| 
1814;  (see  Wait*s  State  Papers,  vol.  9;|and  again  in 
the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  himself,  while  Minister  to 
Great  Britain,  on  two  occasions,  t«  wit:  in  his  letter 
lof  AvgoatSB,  1815,  to  Mr.  Monroe;  aiidof  Feb^ 
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And  here  occuis  ihe  proper  occasion  lo  poini  lo 
the  error  in  ihe  argument  of  Ihe  adverse  report  of 
the  twenty-first  Congiess.  That  argument  resb> 
upon  the  ground  thai  the  invasion  was  a  jasUfiable- 
ut.  What  legilimalely  foltowsl  Thai  the  Spanish 
naiitm  would  have  no  righllul  claim  fordaoiaRes 
to  puHic  property,  or  for  lie  violation  of  hei  lerrito- 
rial  sane  I  ity.  But  the  laull  of  the  report  is,  that  It 
carries  its  conclusion  still  farther,  and  denies  to  the 
iitAabilanli  indemnity  tor  damages  to  pi-inaie  fffcp- 
eriy;  a  right  which  ihej  woald  possess  by  Ih«  usaeM 
of  civilized  nations,  ttxn  in  lie  case  ej  oftn  jnMie 

Regarded,  then,  in  any  point  of  vi?w,  Ihe  inhab- 
itants of  West  Florida  had,  ai  the  dale  of  ihe  de- 
struction or  capture  of  their  property,  a  perfect,  in- 
dubitable, and  valid  right  lo  indemnity  from  ibia 
Qovernmenl.  Has  their  claim  to  this  indemnity 
been  cancelledl  Certainly  not  by  payment;  aod, 
with  equal  certainly,  not  by  the  relinquishment  of 
the  losers;  for  they  have  never  ceased  lo  demand 
the  dne  indemniiy.  Has  it  been  renooncedl  Show- 
Die  where.  By  the  treaty!  Sir,  the  very  same  con- 
siniction  of  the  terms  of  the  9ih  article,  which  is 
necessary  to  establish  the  renunciation  of  the 
claims  of  the  Spanish  Quvernmeat  to  indemnity 
for  the  violation  of  her  territorial  domain,  is  nn- 
aToidably  decisive  of  (he  Mreement  by  this  Gov- 
ernment lo  iDdemnify  the  Spanish  inbabitanls  for 
the  injaries  they  sulTered. 

Bat  cat)  it  be  possible  that  the  claim  would  have 
been  renounced— nay,  would  have  been  permitted 
bj  this  Government  to  be  renounced,  without  in- 
demnlficaiiont  It  is  acdeniable,  ihaL  up  lo  Ihe 
date  of  the  treaty,  ihe  individual  sufierers  by  the 
invasion  of  West  Florida  had  a  valid  and  subsisting 
claim  to  indemnily.  Had  they  eominned  Spanish 
Bnbjecis,  they  would  have  had  the  righl  to  demand 
of  their  Govemmenl  the  asserlion  and  enfoicement 
of  their  claim  against  the  Uniied  Stales,  This 
Qovemmenl  would  have  been  compelled  lo  TKoe- 
Djse  and  discharge  the  obligation  to  indemnify 
them;  yes,  sir,  compelled-oot  by  the  physical 
force  of  the  Spanish  nation,  (which,  il  is  well 
known,  would  have  been  incompelenl;^  bul  by  that 
moral  force  which  the  obligalionc  of  jusiiee,  and 
the  established  rules  ol  inlernallonnl  law,  as  rec- 
ocnised  and  ezi^-iing among  the  civilized  communi- 
ties of  ihe  earth,  eien  over  each  nation.  Now, 
sir,  would  it  have  suited  ihe  pride,  the  generosity, 
the  dignity,  and  morality  of  ibis  great  nation,  lo 
have  treated  with  Spain  for  the  unqualified  can- 
'  celment  of  debts  due  lo  private  mdiviuuals,  when, 
by  the  same  tniitruiiienl,  ihe  allegiance  of  those  in- 
dividuals was  lo  be  transferred,  and  ihu.>!  all  possi- 
bility of  justice  withdrawn  from  ihemi  If  it  was  a 
good  debt,  Spain,  in  relinqoisbing  it,  of  course,  re- 
ceived consideration;  and  thus  we  will  have  been 
a  party  to  a  crnel  wrong,  by  permiuing  her  to  rob- 
the  people  she  was  about  lo  transfer,  at  tlie  very  mo- 
ment ihayVere  becoming,  and  by  the  very  instra- 
ment  which  made  them,  citizens  of  the  UniteJ 
Slates,  No,  sir:  it  cannot  be  that  this  Government 
ipon  ihese  people  so  great  a 
IS  been  renounced,  that  re- 
«en  coupled  with  a  provis- 
un  of  ihe  individual  siiBer- 
on  would  be  consistent  with 
slice  of  Ihe  nation;  and  no 
wfore  said.  Is 'possible  10  be 
the  ireaiy.  If  it  has  not 
:  debt  remains  siill  binding; 
on,  as  I  humbly  conceive, 
become  incorporated  wiih 
f,  10  do,  as  an  act  of  free 
if-  they  had  remained  sub- 
d  have  done,  upon  the  de- 
nt, as  an  obligation  of  jus- 
.he  country,  and  transfer  of 
9,  should   work  no  injury 


of 

Ireaiy;  ihat,  whatever  may 
liDg  or  design  ofthe  nego- 
lich  they  have  expressed 
verlibly  establish  ihe  right 
St  Florida  to  the  relief  pfo- 

Fotiator  of  the  treat;  on  (he 
LDUia]  represents,  in  his 
A  intended  10  Include  these 


designed  i 


claims  in  the  provision  made  in  ihe  treaty  for  in- 
demnily, which  provision  wa9  designed  to  apply 
oalv  10  the  damages  occasioned  by  ibe  operations 
of  ihe  American  army  in  West  Florida  in  1818; 
and  ihai  those  of  1814  did  not  enter  into  the  con- 
lemptalion  of  the  negotiators  at  alt. 

I  readily,  upon  the  assertion  of  the  gentleman, 
concede  that  such  is  a  correct  represe  Dial  ion  of  his 
nndersianding  and  inlenlions  at  the  time  of  Ihe 
treaty.  But  1  must  be  allowed  lo  offset  this  nnder- 
sianding of  the  American  negotiator,  by  the  ikhi- 
irary  understanding  ot  the  Spanish  negotiator. 
De  unis  published  a  work  shorily  after  his  return 
lo  Spain,  in  which  he  gives  a  sketch  of  the  cundi- 
lioif  of  the  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Stales,  and  of  the  history  and  result  of  bis  recent 
negotiation?,  wiiicb  ended  in  Ihe  ireaiy  not  then 
ratified  by  Spam,  in  the  enumeration  of  Ibe  causes 
of  difference  between  ibe  two  nations,  which  his 
negolialion  was  designed  to  settle,  he  says: 


The  lilte  of  Ihe  book  from  which  this  ezlracl  is 
made,  is  "Memoir  upon  the  Negotiations  between 
Spain  and  the  United  Stales  of  America,  wkleb 
led  to  thel^eaty  of  I8l9." 

Thus  il  will  be  seen,  that,  according  lo  the  un- 
derstanding of  De  Onis,  Ihe  damage  occasioned 
by  Ihe  invasion  of  1BI4  was  one  of  Ihe  very  grounds 
of  diflerence  intended  to  be  arranged  by  ihe  Degtv 
lialion  he  conducted. 

Tbi.°i  difference  in  the  understanding  of  the  two 
negotislors  mighl  nalurally  ezfsl,  wiihoul  ihe 
slighiesi  imputation  upon  the  integiity  or  accu- 
racy of  either;  and  wilhout  injury,  too,  lo  the  rights 
of  ihe  claimanis.    It  is  perfectly  eiplicable. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  not  in 
the  Uniied  Slates  when  the  invasion  of  West 
Florida,  in  1B14,  occurred.  He  was  at  that  dale 
in  Europe,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for  nego- 
tiating a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  His  mind  and 
feelings  were  naturally  absorbed  with  the  great 
mission  he  was  npon,  and  which,  aboul  Ihal  lime, 
was  reaching  ihe  point  of  happy  consummation. 
The  Invasion  of  West  Florida  was  not  likely  lo 
strike  his  atienlioo  at  such  a  lime;  and  when  he 
did  hear  of  il,  it  was  in  conneiion  with  the  ever- 
memorable  victory  of  N«v  Orleans,  among  the 
preliminary  incidents  of  which  the  incnrsion  into 
Florida  formed  bul  an  item.  No  wonder  ihat  the 
invasion  of  Florida,  overshadowed  and  lost  sight 
of  in  the  greatness  of  .Ihe  final  event  with  which 
il  was  connected,  failed,  under  the  existing  circum- 
slances,  to  impress  itself  upon  the  mind  of  Ihe 
gentleman  at  ihe  time  of  its  occurrence;  and  there 
were  reasons  why  it  may  well  have  failed  to  at- 
tract his  allenlion  during  the  negolialion.  His 
mind  was  given  lo  what  conslilaied  the  really 
great  objects  of  Ihe  negotiation,  and  upon  which 
his  diplomatic  powers  were  about  being  eiercised. 
The  boundary  Una  west  of  the  Mississippi— the 
acquisition  of  the  Floiidas — the  undisputed  liile  to 
the  eiiensive  and  valuable  country  between  the 
Perdido  and  Mississippi  rivers; — these  were  the 
great  topics  of  ihe  negoiiatioo.  The  subject  of 
Spanish  claims  was  despaiched  i-  -  '  - 
of  an  immensely  voluminous  coi 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
the  Spanish  minister  should  hav 
filed  upon  Ihe  subject  ol  these  Ic 
the  superior  genius 


every  reason  why 
tbadblsaiiention 
ises.  Rednced  by 
diplomacy  of  bis  antagon- 
llmosl  every  demand  of  the 
American  Qovernment.  The  western  boundary — 
the  Floridas— the  payment  of  ibe  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens— all  were  being  yielded.  And  what 
was  be  receiving,  by  which  to  save  even  ibe  appear- 
aace  of  rcciprociiy,  and  10  jusiify  bimself  ai  iiarati 
The  small  and  only  slipnlaiion  in  favor  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Florida.  No  wotider,ihen,  that,  upon 
his  part,  he  should  have  looked  wiih  inierest  and 
anxiety  to  this  matter  of  the  claims  fur  indemnity. 
To  him,  it  was  all  importani;  and  ihfrefure  dwell 
luring  the  nogoiistlon,  and  treasured  slier  it. 
:  American  Government,  il  wa.i  a  trifle;  and 
therefore  not  heeded  in  ibe  negotiation,  and,  il 
ould  seem,  not  remembered  allet  it. 
But  it  is  a  mailer  of  indiflerence  what  ma;  be  Ibe 
recollection  of  ibe  two 


To  Ibe 


negoitators.    The  meanlnr  oi  the  Uaai;  to  to  bi 


lathered  from  in 


BiM 


tve  are  required  10  look  foi  ih 
latioos  of  the  parlies  lo  iL  This  has  bsEu  mr 
knowlcdged  by  the  gentleman  from  MasaehaMi^ 
in  commenting  upon  a'  letter  from  Earl  Balhina 
lohim,  in  181S,  respecting  ihe  meaning  of  Ihe  Ut 
article  of  tbetreairorGheoU 
Look,  then,  lo  the  treaty.     " 


IN  SPANIBH. 


The  clause  U  as  fiit 


Nothing  can  __  __.  .  . 
English  veriiion  alone — than  that  Ihe  stipt.__  .  . . 
pay  for  the  Injuries  suffered  by  indiridnili  In  thdi 
property,  wa-s  co-exiensive  with  the  rennneialiaK 
thai,  if  the  renunctalion  on  the  part  of  Spain  et- 
tended  to  each  of  the  three  invasions)  the  aiiiNila- 
tion,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  to  make  to- 
demnily  lo  individual  private  sufleren,,  exKaW 
also  to  each  of  them.  If  the  stipulation  10  pay  i^ 
plied  only  to  the  last  invasion— that  of  IBI^  ibia, 
also,  the  rennnciation  applied  only  to  that,  aitd  ik 
United  Stales  remain  liable  to  the  claim  Ibr  thoe 
indemnities.  Taking  eiihei  hum  of  the  dileUB^ 
the  result  is  the  same.  But  if  there  is  eren  doidi, 
the  Governmepi  should  not  hesitate  as  to  iia  cn«i*e. 
The  high  and  sensitive  impulses  of  naliona!  hew 
will  not  brook  even  suspicion  of  wrong.  The  tcit 
shadow  of  dishonor  should  be  spurned.  It  shoold 
be  sufficient  ihat  there  is  even  a  doobt  aa  to  tte 
right  10  deny  indemnity  to  these  claimants,  to  en- 
sure the  passage  of  ihis  bill.  The  faiib  of  treiiia 
is  100  sacred  an  obligation  to  l>e  trtlled  with  bf  4 
people  professing  a  place  in  the  ranks  of  moisl  ak 
civilized  nations. 

Bniif  the  English  version  of  the  treaty  admiuof 
doulu  in  iis  construction,  the  Spaniah  docs  dcl 
There  Ihe  word  "laie,"  found  in  the  VltgliA  is- 
sion,  and  npon  which  the  decisioa  of  the  Secntair 
ofthe  Treasury  turned,  has  no  correspondent  wad 
in  (be  Spanish  version.  There  is  Dothing  which 
can  limit  its  nense  10  ihe  last  invasion;  bu,  oa  Iht 
contrary,  the  descriptive  tarms  are  all  in  the  pin- 
ral — showing  that  the  allaiiun  was  to  all  tha  opeia- 
lions,  and  lo  both  the  Floridas.  No  one  will  deay, 
aHei  a  critical  examination  of  the  Spaniah  venioa, 
that  the  losses  of  1814,  as  well  as  those  of  1813  aid 
1818,  are  meant  to  be  provided  for. 

Now,  then,  by  which  of  these  versions  are  *c  ID 
b<>govemed1  Fortunately,  the  Supreme  Caond 
Ihe  Uniied  Slates  has  furnished  the  answer.  Int 
rase  in  which  a  similar  differeD<:e  in  the  phtaseolo- 
gy  of  Ihe  Spanish  and  English  versions  ofthe  U 
article  ol  the  same  treaty  was  discovered,  the  coan 

"Tba  otifiniJ  Inaij  hli  twH  aamliMdlD  Oa  DuBMHlri 

bolh  liDjuagH.  Il  unn«  ha'fl  MUMd  BBr  uuailaH  iMk 
nlaln  id  the  lerrilorr  ceded,  the  bonndaria*  bawcn  t^H  m 
OoxmmiMiu,  iha  maiual  nnuneluloi«  and  IIk  H(ta>  af  «• 
InbabuanuotLhacadnlMnltoila.  Thara-iauiDbnrwnM* 
filuI»lflgliigpaniita.aaHtllaata  Eaflah.  TtaaKwhadt 
direct  iDlarrK,*!  rai  aa  iirccrad  bia  ama  domt Dioaa  taiaim 
UiBllniicdBiaica,an<la1a>idal>ladHlni  u>  pnUK) IhTiMlk 
•nu  of  Uie  ceded  proiincea  ia  all  Ibalr  li^bu  aad  inipem."- 
a.  S  t».  ATidnuio.  6  Ftlirf  R.  7X. 

kgiin:  "UnfflimiiemaTiai  wiihngiD  mat  aa laponaaii 
iDa^urluairuifiinlylnibeEeKllah  laoaui*.  ThepiwiBlia*- 
UMD  ofthe  (loliJen  of  the  grania.  Ihe  aula  of  Uiac— UT-** 
opiiiiaD  ofihu  couti  10  t-oaiiirtii.  Nalacw,  and  iWanaiaia  b 
Ihia  cauae,  aba*  ihe  wladom  anil  juailca  wblcli  pnoiiIM  Mb  la 
eirir«aIhaiiileniionoIIb(Sia(liitiiaovnlaD|iucB,udlhaia( 

drawn  iultalaniua^B;  and  Uioa,  conaMerliu  ihe  man  la  M 
languages,  and  eacbtaa  ladeclired  ai  Iiii1iiiail)"iliirtal.' Itia 
■  -       -'-- — '-  -  —  piatatad  n,  tta 


APFEMPIX  TO  Tmr  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


in 


87th  Coiro****SD  Sms. 


CUdm  of  inhabitants  of  Went  Florida — Mr.  Levy. 


H,  of  Reps 


Well,  then,  the  elatlse  referred  to  on  the  present 
oecadcm  expressed  what  was  excepted  and  reserved 
If  Spain  from  the  preceding  renunciation.  It  is 
connected  with  the  clause  of  renunciation  hy  the 
eonjonction  y,  U^nd^]  and  forms  a  part  of  it  It  is 
bf  the  Spuuah  version,  then,  and  the  Spanish 
YCislon  alone,  by  which  we  must  decide  what  was 
Bttoaded.  It  is  the  intention  and  understanding 
of  the  Spanish  Gfovernroent  which  is  to  rule.  That 
intention  is  testified  to  bj  De  Onis,  who  expressly 
enumerates  the  losses  of  1814  as  among  those 
causes  of  difference  comprehended  in  the  negotia- 
tion,  and  ioevitably^esults  from  the  legitimate  con- 
struction of  the  clause. 

But  1  will  go  further,  and  proceed  to  show  that 
thewhde  history  of  the  negotiation  justifies  the 
o^nioo  that  the  losses  of  1814,  a)  well  as  those  of 
1818,  were  contemplated  by  the  Spanish  Gk>vemroent 
to  be  provided  for  in  the  treaty.  1  design  to  show 
that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation, 
the  IQIMS  of  1814  were  intended  to  be  comprehend- 
ed; that  they  were  considered  to  have  been  so  in- 
cluded at  the  time  by  De  Onis,  who  wrote  (pending 
the  negotiation)  to  Pensacola  for  a  statement  of  the 
losses  that  the  invasion  and  losses  of  1818  did  not 
occur  until  after  the  article  had  been  substantially 
agreed  upon,  though  not  reduced  to  form;  and  that 
tms  construction  of  the  treaty  has  been  expressly 
recognised  by  the  legislation  or  Congress  as  tne  true 
one. 

The  first  projel  of  a  treaty  was  submitted  at  Mad- 
rid, by  the  Spanish  cabinet,  to  Mr.  Irving,  the 
American  minister  to  that  court,  in  a  communi- 
cation from  Mr.  Pizarro,  dated  August  17,  1817, 
01^  two  and  a  half  years  subsequent  to  the  inva- 
sion of  West  Florida.  And  it  may  as  well  here 
bementioned,  as  worthy  tobe  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  movements  between  the  two  nations  for  a  set- 
tlement of  the  existing  causes  of  difference  by  treaty 
commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1816,  but 
itttle  more  than  a  ycAr  afler  the  occurrences  in  that 
province.  In  the  very  first  general  conference 
which  took  place  between  Mr.  Irvinsf  and  the  Spau- 
bt  cabinet  minister,  the  invasion  of  West  Florida, 
and  the  damages  occasioned  by  it,  were  dwelt  upon 
as  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint  and  difierence. 
The  particulars  of  this  conference  will  be  found 
detailed  in  an  official  communication  firom  Mr.  Ir- 
ving to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  file  in  the  State 
Dmrtment,  but  never  printed.  The  very  first 
article  in  the  first  jfrojet  before  referred  to,  has  ref- 
erence to  this  subject  of  indemnification,  and  is  as 
follows: 

"Itt.  Hit  Catholic  Majettj  Aod  the  United  Sutei,  carrving 
ioto  elTect  the  oonrention  which  if  pending  since  the  jear  i8C^^ 
ebllfetbemaelree  to  the  reciprocal  indemnification  of  the  loee- 
et,  tnjvriei^  and  prejudicee  produced  to  the  GoTemment  or  aob* 
Weu  of  either  country,  In  cooeeqnence  of  ezceeaea  committed 
bj  IndiTiduala  of  either  nation,  againet  the  law  of  naiioDii  or  the 
exliting  treaty;  comprehending  in  thia  reciprocal  obligation,  not 
aoly  the  epoch  to  which  the  aaki  conTeotion  of  18D8  refers,  but 
alM  Indemnities  for  posterior  excesses  of  the  sam<»  kind,  com* 
Mktsd  bj  Indlridaalsof  either  nation,  from  such  epoch  till  the 
day  in  which  the  present  cooTeotioo  shall  ba  settled  and 
■igned." 

This  proposition  was  virtually  for  the  extension 
of  the  convention  of  1802  to  all  Posterior  excesses 
of  a  similar  kind  to  those  for  which  indemnifica- 
tion was  provided  by  that  convention.  And  what 
were  the  claims  provided  for  by  that  conveniioni 
They  are  described  in  the  3d  article  as  follows: 

**A11  claims,  as  wall  bj  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
tsby  the  citiiens  of  the  United  atatea  of  America,  who  may 
have  a  right  to  demand  compensation  for  the  losses,  oamagfs,  or 
iBJurisa,  sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  the  excesses  com* 
nittsd by  Spanish  •ubjects,'or  American  citizens." 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  losses 
suffered  by  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excesses  committed  by  the  American 
army,  were  comprehended  in  the  description  of 
cases  for  which  indemnity  was  proposed  by  the 
Spanish  cabinet  in  this  first  projel. 

The  neffotiation  was  then  transferred  to  Wash- 
ington. And  I  propose  to  follow  the  course  of  it, 
so  far  as  the  subject  of  indemnities  was  concerned. 

The  first  reference  to  the  subject  is  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Adams  to  De  Onis,  dated  January  6, 1818, 
in  which  he  proposes,  among  oth^r  things,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  claims  of  indemnities  for  spoliation^  whether  Spaoiah 
orPrsnchi  within  Spanish  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  supprewion 
ofthedepositeat  New  Orleans,  to  be  arbifiated  and  settled  by 
fwiiiiilseiuiisia.  in  themuntur  agr—d  ttpon  In  tb«  unratified 
coavanOoDof  ISOfi." 

In  a  letter  plated  January  S4,  De  Onis  thus  re- 
plies; 

*n  mom  procaed  to  state  the  most  obvious  and  ssaeotial  difll* 
caltlea  which  render  your  three  proposals  for  the  settlement  of 
iPdimiiiclM  taadrakriblt.   I  ohaarre  that,  in  speaking  of  them, 


you  only  mention  the  Indemnity  for  spoHatione  suffered  by 
American  ciilseoa,  and  omit  that  which  if  etiually  due  to  Span* 
iards  for  spohatlons  committed  on  them  by  the  citisensand  au* 
thorlUes  of  this  republic,  in  Tlolatioo  of  the  law  of  oaiions  and 
the  exiting  treaty."  • 

And,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  letter,  proposes 
as  foUowJt: 

"Hie  Catholic  Mrtjesty  to. ratify  the  conrencion  of  1802,  and 
both  Governments  to  abide  bv  the  decision  of  the  joint  commiS' 
sion  on  the  queetion  of  inoemnitiea,  classing  as  such  those 
which  regard  American  cinzatie,  and  the  Crown  and  euhjccts 
of  bi«  Catholic  Majesty,  for  spoliations  reciprocally  committed 
to  the  period  of  the  «a  id  convention,  and  thenafltr^  to  the  data 
of  the  confirmation  of  the  adjustment  by  the  joint  commis- 
sion." 

And,  in  a  letter  of  the  lOih  February,  adds  Airt]ien 

"The  question  of  indemnities  can  be  attended  with  no  diffi- 
culty. The  Spanish  Government  has  always  been  willlt)g  to 
give  due  satialactlon  for  the  Ivesesand  injuries  sustained  by  cit* 
laens  of  this  republic,  and  committed  by  iSpanianIs,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty;  but  it  cannot  relin* 
quish  itflrlaim  to  comprehend,  in  like  manner,  m  the  a^ust* 


uriea,  such  as  have  l>een  commuted 


quisn  itflriaim  to  comprer 
meat  of  those  losses  and  in) 

by  citiaens  and  authorities  of  this  republic  on  the  Crown  and 
subjects  of  8pain,  In  violation  of  the  same  rifht  and  treaty. 
Tour  Government,  eeraible  of  the  justice  of  this  demand,  can- 
not lail  to  accede  to  it." 

On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Adams  replies  in  the 
following  terms: 

**  With  regard  to  the  third  of  the  subjects  of  difference  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States  that  remain  to  t>e  adjuated, 
the  claime  of  indemnification  for  injuties,  losses,  and  damages 
aulTered  by  American  citizens  from  Spanieh  aathorities  and 
aubjecta,  and  within  Spaniafa  joriadlcUon,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
the  tenor  of  your  notf  ^  devoted  particularly  to  the  consideration 
of  this  point,  that  it  le  not  abmlutety  onausceptible  of  being 
brongtutoafavorablo  iesue.  You  expreas  the  willingness  or 
yourOovemroent  to  resume  the  unratified  convention  of  18Q2, 
and  to  extend  its  atipulation  to  ihe  cases  of  complaint  of  a simi> 
lar  character  to  those  provided  for  In  it,  which  have  since  that 
time  accrued.  Itis  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  this  Govern* 
noent  that  its  engagemeni«  abould  be  reciprocal;  iind,  if  this 
was  not  expreesly  declared  in  my  note  of  the  16th  of  January,  It 
was  merely  because  the  President  was  not  aware  that  any  such 
claims  of  Spanish  subjects  for  indemnities  from  the  American 
Govemmeot  were  iu  existence.  I  am  authorized  to  assure  you 
that  there  »ill  be  no  difficulty  In  including  any  such  as  may  ex* 
1st  in  the  convention,  and  in  making  the  united  States  answer* 
able  for  all  indemnities  which  may  be  justly  due  by  them." 

Here  the  matter  rested.  The  principles  of  the 
convention  of  1802,  which  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pizarro,  in  the  first  instance,  a.s  the  basis  of  the 
clause  on  indemnities,  were  adopted  by  De  Onis 
and  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  reciprocal  eztenaon  of  its 
application  down  to  the  date  at  which  they  were 
treating.  No  ibrther  reference  was  made  to  the 
ubject  of  indamniiies.  until  long  i^fberwards,  when 
the  treaty  was  Deing  thrown  into  form.  Now,  all 
this  bad  iranspfred  ffriorto  the  invaswn  of  Florida 
in  1818,  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  the  only  matter 
of  damaee  referred  to  in  the  negotiation.  The  in- 
vasion of  1814  had  occurred  but  shortly  before  the 
negotiation  opened.  It  had  been  referred  to  as  one 
of  the  subjects  of  complaint,  in  the  first  confer- 
ence between  Mr.  Pizarro  and  Mr.  Irving.  It  was 
stated  by  De  Onis,  in  his  memoir  before  referred 
to,  as  one  of  the  differences  requiring  adjustment 
by  a  treaty.  These  circumstances  stroni^l^  prove 
that  at  the  time  the  subject  of  indemnities  was 
discussed  and  subsiatUiaUy  concluded  upon^  the  in- 
Junes  intended  to  be  provided  for  were  those 
which  had  occurred  prior  to  the  invasion  of  1818; 
to  wit— that  of  West  Florida  in  1H14,  provided  for 
in  the  bill  now  under  consideration;  and  those  of 
East  Florida  in  1812  and  1813,  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  1834.  This  conclusion  is  rendered  certain 
by  the  circumstance,  that  directly  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  invasion  of  1814,  De  Onis  bad  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  State  an  official  pro* 
test  against  it,  and  a  demand  for  satisfaction;  whicH' 
shows  that  when  he  opened  the  negotiation,  the 
subject  must  have  been  impressed  upon  his  mind;  and 
by  the  further  circumstance,  that,  during  the 
negotiation,  he  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  East  and 
Yfesx  Florida  for  an  ofiicial  statemem  of  the  losses 
suffered  by  the  inhabitants  in  consequence  of  the 
invasions  of  1812  and  1814;  showing  thus  that  he 
regarded  them  as  comprehended  among  the  sub- 
jects of  the  pending  negotiation.  The  protest  and 
reclamation  on  account  of  the  invasion  of  1814 
was  under  date  of  the  16th  December,  1814.  It 
has  never  been  printed  or  made  public,  nor  does 
it  even  seem  to  nave  been  translated.  I  foimd  it 
in  the  State  Department,  in  a  volume  of  original 
letters,  ai\er  a  troublesome  search. 

Ailer  the  subject  of  indemnities  had  been  thus 
disposed'of,  and  the  correspondence  had  continued 
in  relation  to  boundaries  and  the  French  spolia- 
tions, the  invasion  of  Florida  in  1818  by  JacKson. 
ai>d  other  circumstances  of  disagreement,  causea 
a  suspension  of  the  negotiation  at  Washington. 
When  it  was  again  resumed,  the  proposed  cession 
of  ext^site  territories,  and  the  arrangement  of 


boundaries,  led  to  a  proposiiion  for  a  mutual  renui^- 
ciation  of  claims.  The  interposition  of  M.  Hyde 
de  Neuville  (the  French  minister)  was  employed 
in  reconciling  the  differences  between  the  two  ne- 
goiator.s  as  to  the  details  of  the  treaty;  and  in  the 

Eaper  furnished  by  him  as  a  memorandum  of  the 
isiory  of  his  intervention,  ftp  be  found  in  the  Amer- 
ican State  Papers,  at  page  621  of  the  4th  Tolume  of 
Foreign  Relations,)  the  following  facts  appear  in 
reference  to  that  part  of  the  ninth  article  which 
relates  to  the  Florida  claims.  Mr.  Adams  had  pro- 
posed as  follows: 

**And  the  high  contracting  parties  respectively  renounce  all 
claims  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the  recent  events  or  transae* 
tions  of  their  reepective  commanders  and  ofllcars  in  the  Plor> 
Idas." 

Mr.  Hyde  de  Neuville  says,  in  reference  to  the 
above: 

**To  the  above  claim  Mr.  de  Onfs  adils,  that  the  rnltedflutea 
will  satisfy  all  the  just  claims  which  the  Inhabitants  and  Span- 
ish officers  of  the Floridaa  may  have  upon  them  in  conaeqoeiMo 
of  the  damagM  they  may  hava  sustained  by  the  operations  imd 
proceedings  of  the  American  army,  as  is  customary  with  tiM 
citizens  of  the  Unitei^  States  under  similar  circumstances^" 

To  this  reservation,  Mr.  Adams  remarks: 
"Agreed." 

The  matters  referred  to  in  this  paper,  prepared 
by  Mr.  de  Neuville,  occurred  on  (he  15ch  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Adams  received 
from  President  Monroe  authority  to  conclude  the 
treatjT,  and  on  the  88d  the  treaty  was  formally 
signed  bv  Mr.  Adams  and  De  Onis,  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  now  stands. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  the  ob- 
ject of  De  Onis  was  to  secure  to  those  of  the  Span- 
ish subjects  who  were  about  to  become  American 
citizens,  by  the  transfer  of  Florida,  the  indemnities 
they  were  entitled  to  in  consequence  of  the  repeat- 
ed mvasions  of  those  provinces  which  had  occur* 
red  within  the  few  preceding  years;  and  that  the 
reference  in  his  mind  was  to  aU  the  invasions. 
At  all  events,  it  is  evident  that  the  condition  and 
the  renunciation  are  co-extensive;  that  if  the  condi- 
tion does  not  cover  the  losses  of  1814,  neither  does  the 
renunciation;  and  that  they  would,  therefi>re,  re- 
main unrenounced,  and  valid  as  a  yet  existing  ob- 
ligation. 

But  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  settled  the 
point,  that  the  engagement  to  pay  for  injuries  suf- 
fered in  Florida  is  not  confined  to  the  invasion  of 
1818,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  erroneous. 

The  nrst  legislation  uQon  the  subject  was  in 
1823.  The  act  passed  that  year  was  entitled  "An 
act  to  carry  into  effect  ihe  nxnih  articU  of  the  treat/if 
concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1819."  The  first  section  di- 
rected that  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts  at  Pen- 
sacola and  St.  Augustine  should  receive  and  adjust 
all  claims  of  the  inhabitants,  arising  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  *' agreeably  to  the  vrotisiow 
of,  the  ninth  article  o/  the  treaty  with  Spain.^^  The 
second  section  required  the  Secretary  of  theTreas* 
ury  to  review  those  decisions,  and  to  pay  the 
awards  "on  being  satisfied  thai  the  same  are  just  and 
equitable  wilMn  the  provisions  of  the  treaty r  Two 
things  are  tobe  remarked  in  respect  to  this  act — 
thai  the  execution  of  the  ninth  article  was  the  tvU 
dent -and  fxdit5tt^  object;  and  that  the  ninth  article 
was  considered  to  apply  to  other  claims  besides 
those  growing  out  ol  the  invasion  of  1818;  for  that 
was  confined  to  West  Florida,  while  the  act  con- 
templates claims  '^arising  within  the  jurisdiction" 
ofthe  judge  of  East  Florida  also. 

Under  this  act,  the  judges  of  East  and  West 
Florida  received  and  adjudicated  upon  claims  ari- 
sing out  of  the  invasion  of  East  Florida,  under 
Mathews,  in  1812  and  1813;  and  the  invasions  of 
West  Florida,  under  Jackson,  in  1814,  and  again 
in  1818.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rejected 
the  claims  of  1812  and  '13,  and  of  1^14^  altogether, 
upon  the  express  ground  that  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  comprehended  only  the  losses  of  1818.  Ap- 
peal was  made  to  Congress  by  the  rejected  suflTer- 
ers.  The  act  of  1834  was  passed  as  the  sense  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject.  That  act,  in  the  first 
section,  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  amount  awarded  by  the  judge  of  the  su- 
perior court  at  St.  Augustine,  **under  the  authority 
of  the  I6\st  chapter  of  the  ctcts  of  the  llth  Congress, 
approved  3<l  March,  1823,  for  losses  occasioned  in 
East  Florida  by  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  years  1812  and  1813,  in  all 
cases  where  the  decision  of  the  said  judge  shall  be 
deemed^y  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
jmst''    This  section  decides  the  question  that  the 
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loss^s  of  1812  and  1813  did  come  within  the  intent 
of  the  ict  of  18S3;  and.  therefore,  also  within  the 
intent  and  provisions  orthe  9th  article  of  the  treaty; 
and,  overruling  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  that 
tfaey  were  not  comprehended,  confines  his  discre- 
tfoh,  in  the  payment,  to  the  point  of  their  being 
*^jjust"  It  is  the  legislative  decree  that  the  provis- 
ion of  the  9th  article  was  not  confined  to  the  losses 
^  1818.  The  claims  of  the  sufferers  of  1812  and 
1813  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  not  upon  any.  grounds 
of  equitable  consideration  inde^derU  of  Im  treaty ^ 
bat  expressly  as  being  in  execution  of  the  9lh  article. 
iPhe  intentton  of  Congress  is  made  still  more  man- 
Uiesl  in  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  which  authorises 
the  reception  and  adjudication  of  any  further  claims 
not  before  presented,  or  in  which  the  evidence  was 
withheld,  "in  consequence  of  the  decision  oj  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  such  claims  were  not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  treaiy  of  February  SQ,  1819,  be- 
tweenthe  GoverwnenL  of  the  VnUed  States  and 
^^MtH."  Thus  showing  that  the  decision  of  the 
(Secretary  was  fully  berore  Congress,  and  that  the 
conclusion  was  against  him,  expressly  trpoN  the 
ccwnwDcnoiv  of  the  trjbatt. 

The  losses  of  1814  were  not  included  in  the  pro- 
vMom  of  this  act  of  1834,  because  the  committee 
<risklln«d  the  bill  reported  to  those  of  1812  and  '13; 
Md  the  Delegate  from  Florida,  (aniious,  I  presume, 
Kr  avoid  embarrassing  its  passage,  by  pressing  the 
<ItiCEition  aa  to  those  of  1814  npon  the  House  forde- 
e^ion  at  the  time,)  took  it  as  it  was  offisred,  without 
discussion.  The  distinction  made  by  the  commit- 
tee which  reported  the  bill,  between  the  losses  of 
1812  and  those  of  1814,  is-  altogether,  in  my  view, 
a  mistakan  one.  It  is,  that  the  invasion  of  East 
PloHda,  in  1812,  was  nnanthorized;  and  that*  there- 
fore, the  Government  was  liable  for  the  damages; 
bm  that  the  invasion  of  West  Florida,  in  1814, 
being  justified  by  the  laws  of  nations,  was  in  a  dif- 
ferent predicament.  'Hovr  this  would  have  been  a 
ffood  answer  to  a  claim  from  Spain  for  reparation 
for  the  violence  done  to  her  sovereignty  by  the  in- 
vasion, or  for  injury  to  public  property  occasioned 
by  it— ^16,  for  instance,  the  destruction  of  Fort  Ba- 
rancas,  Ac;  bat  it  is  not  a  justifiable  answer  to  a 
claim  for  the  use  or  destruction  of  the  private  prop- 
erty of  peaceable  and  unoffending  peasants,  and 
oUier  inhabitants.    Not  even  the  penaency  of  open 

Sblic  war  justifies,  as  I  iiave  before  shown,  the  re- 
a1  to  pay  for  such  injuries  among  civilized  na- 
tions. * 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  intel- 
liable  to  the  House  the  grounds  upon  which  t 
rest  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  had  desigoed  to  add 
some  further  remarks  to  what  I  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  touching  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  OUo,  [Mr.  GiDmNOs;]  but  the  sense  of  the 
House,  as  manifested  in  the  entertainment  of  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  which  cut  off, 
and  virtually  rejected  his  motion,  rendered  it  un- 
neceasary.  Without  further  trespass,  therefore, 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  I  will  conclude. 

NoTB.— In  the  midtt  of  the  remarka  of  which  the  forecoing 
li  the  eatNtance,  Mr.  Lbtt  was  anrested  by  ^e  appUcaUun  or 
lb«  hour  rule.  Mr.  Adams  then  obtained  nie  floof,  aiid  ad< 
dre«ed  the  Houee  again  in  oppoaition  to  the  bill.  When  be 
concluded,  Mr.  Lbvt  endeavored  again  to  obtain  ihe  floor,  fot 
the  purpoae  of  concluding  hie  argument,  and  replying  further 
to  Mr.  ArAMfl;  but  he  failed  in  thie  endeavor,  tne  previous 
quesdoD  having  been  called,  and  being  ineisted  upon  by  one  of 
the  membera.  The  House  was  thus  brought  to  a  direct  vote 
upon  the  bill  before  it  was  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  and  ar- 
gumems  depended  upon  In  its  support.  The  natural  conse* 
ooenee  of  this  was  its  rejection.  Mr.  Lbvt  afterwards,  during 
the  day.  obtained  the  floor  upon  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
parsiwd  his  remarks.  The  argument,  such  as  it  was,  has  been 
written  out,  and  thrown  iato  cuminuoui  form;  in  order  that, 
whan  the  subject  shall  bereafler  be  again  brought  before  Con- 
ctssb;  the  necessity  may  not  exist  for  the  consumption  of  time 
Xj  the  oral  repetition  of  what  has  before  been  said. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  GWIN, 

OF  MIdSBSlPPI. 
Ill  the  House  cf  RepresentatidiMf  Febmory  11, 1843,— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  J.  Ihousoll  to  print 
10,000  extra  eopies  of  the  majority  aod  minonty 
reports  upon  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  Abams  having  eoncladed, 

Mr.  GWIN  of  Mississippi  got  the  floor,  and  re- 
lulled  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speiker:  The  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
aetts  [Mr.  A  dams]  seems  to  entertain  great  dread  of 
the  appearance  of  British  vessels  in  the  waters  of 
the  fliississippi.  Has  the  gentleman  always  been 
as  anxious  to  prevent  their  appearance  in  those 
waters  as  he  seems  to  be  tt  present?  If  I  recollect 
aright  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  uur  coun- 


try, ihc  gentloHMin  was  accused  of  an  mttempt,  at 
the  treaty  of  Ohtent,  to  bargain  away  to  Great 
Britain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  and 
its  tribatariea,  for  fome  adv«Biage  in  the  fisheries 
to  the  No'tb.  He  was  so  charged  by  one  cf  the 
mdst  distinguished  citii«ns  of  Skis  eonntry«  [Mr. 
Clay,]  betw^n  whom  aod  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  an  adjourned  question 
of  veracity  exists  to  this  day  on  this  subject.  I 
should  lilK  to  hear  the  gentleman  clear  up  that 
charge,  ere  he  presents  himself  a«  the  special  cham- 
pion of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  Treach- 
eroas  otiee,  he  may  betray  us  again;  and  I  am  the 
more  induced  to  donbt  him  on  this  occasion,  as  the 
alternative  preaented  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  wmr 
with  Great  Bntain,  and  thus  the  appearance  of 
British  war  steamers  in  the  waters  of  the  Missis^ 
sippi,  is  the  asituaipiion  of  »he  debts  of  the  s$vera4 
States  by  the  Gkn^ittl  Qovemm<>nt. 

Sir,  is  it  not  degrading  us  as  a  nation,  to  hear  a 
Representative  in  the.Ameriean  Congress  warn  us 
aaatoet  the  danger  of  a  vac  with  GfMt  Britain,  by 
holding  up  the  result  of  the  recent  eoniest  of  that 
natioD  with  China  aa  our  probable  fate  in  the  event 
of  a  collision  between  the  two  nations?  Shall  we 
be  threatened  in  our  own  halls  with  the  payment 
of  twenty-one  millions,  to  buy  a  dishonorable  peace 
with  that  powerful,  arrogant,  and  haughty  nation? 
Can  any  American  patriot  forget  the  alorioas  ter- 
mination of  oor  two  wArs  with  Great  Britain,  then 
in  onr  infancy  as  a  nation,  and  destitute  of  resonrccF; 
and  shall  we  now,  when  ia  fall  manhood,  be  forced 
to  commit  a  grievous  wrong  upon  the  Constitniion 
of  onr  country,  to  avoid  a  war  that  it  is  predicted 
will  terminate  so  di^^astrously  to  us?  Sir,  it  is  hu- 
miliating to  hear  sach  remarks  from  any  quarter, 
bntespecially  so  when  they  emanate  from  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  ihiis  great  nation  on  this 
floor., 

1  have  not  been  disposed  at  any  lime,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  inrrodaoe  the  qoestion  here  of  the  valid- 
ity  of  the  bonds  issued  in  the  name  of  the  State,  for 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  and  the  liability  of  the 
State  to  pay  these  bond^;  but  the  question  appears 
to  be  so  entirely  misunderstood  and  misrepresented, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  that  I  shal^ avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  state  the  grounda  that  have  been 
taken  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  on 
this  sabjcet.  It  is  simply  this:  shall  the  State  as- 
sume the  payment  of  a  debt  contracted  in  her  naaei 
in  violation  of  her  constitution?  For  I  contend 
that  these  bonds  were  issued  by  authority  of  an  un- 
constitutional law;  and  that  even  the  reqairementa 
of  that  law,  inoperative  as  it  is  npon  the  State, 
were  disregarded  in  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

During  the  summer  of  1841,  a  letter  was  written 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  and  extensive- 
ly circulated,  giving  a  clear  and  concise  history  of 
the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  its  conflict 
with  the  State  constitution.  In  order  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  question,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  that  leuer. 

<*Tbe  constitution  provides  that  'No  2«io  shall 
ever  be  passed  to  raise  a  loan  of  money  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State,  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
State  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  any  loan 
or  debt,  unless  such  law  be  proposed  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Repre8entatives,jind  be  agreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  House,  and  en- 
tered on  their  joarnals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  thereon,  and  be  referred  to  the  next  succeed- 
ing Legislature,  and  published  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  next  regular  election,  in  three 
newspapers  of  this  State;  and  unless  a  majority  of 
each  branch  of  the  Legislature  so  elected,  after 
sock  publication,  shall  agree  lo  and  pass  such  law; 
and,  in  sach  case,  the  yeas  and  naya  shall  be  taken 
and  entered  on  the  journals  of 'each  House.* 

"This  wise  provision  of  our  constitution  is  peel^ 
liar  to  our  State;  and,  amidst  the  general  pecuniary 
embarrassments  which  now  press  so  heavily  upon 
the  energies  of  several  of  onr  sitter  States,  arising 
from  imprudent  and  hasty  legislation,  and  from  an 
unadvised  pawning  of  that  brightest  jewel  of  the 
State«-her /aifJ^-^for  the  purpose  of  raising  moaey 
to  be  u.«ed  by  the  raw  to  the  prejudice  of  iIm  many, 
every  Mississippian  should  feel  gratefal  to  the 
framers  of  our  constKaiion  for  their  prudeooe  and 
forecast  in  thus  guarding  our  honor  and  our  prop- 


erty, by  rtesuaiaing  froaa  umperiag  withi  om  Ml 
or  creditasaState,  a.L^fi6lamre  wboaeotfMial 
eakkdtKt  haa  evidently  pteeeedeA  ii^m.  ians^itSi 
rather  than  wise  aad  dcdIbtrajtA  aajnMctts*  Bjiit 
wofftdbea  mockery  of  eonstitacSoBal  gM  ii  i  am  ■> 
to  say  to  their  agents,  *dias  f^r  shalt  tte«  d^  iid 
no  farther,*  and  yet  atntttr  ^itcnow  k^VKT  Hh 
paAcnoH  oP  RXsaaTED  RonTs. 

^*At  die  January  session  of  1817,  tb^  Lq^lriataie 
of  our  Stfte  passed  ah  adt  entit(^  'All  aj^j)  U- 
corporate  the  subscribef^o  tl)^  IBssatfp^i  Va^ 
Bank,*  in  which  you  must  inaik  the  f#e^  i^ptas 
prevision  ia  made  that  the  State  of  lf,iTPHpj|pi 
shall  be  a  subscriber  for  aiocli*  9a^  ^^  «l^a9f 
trary,  aeotiop  4  of  (he  law  saya  *tliat  tl»co^PJPl<< 
real  estate  aitaatad  in  the  Stara  o£  Miaaiaiippi,  md 
who  are  eitiaeoa  thereof,  ahall  he  th^  owif  pfiiim 
eatitled  to  aobseribe.*  Thia  law  prowidea  tfitt  ifa 
capital  of  the  bank  ahall  be  f  15^000,00%  tet«l 
boo|ts  of  suhseription  ahall  be  krpt  of«a  htdt 
fliofiihs,  under  the  inspeetioo  of  te^  ftttuiayfla,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Legislature;  that  ao  aooaaafifc 
thousand  shares  shall  have  been  satecTibe^  the 
Governor  of  the  State  !>han  appoint  thlrteaB&v^ 
tors,  to  setve  for  twelve  months,  who  sk^  tab 
charge  of  the  bank  and  the  books  of  a«))^6ri|9tioai 
thai,  after  the  books  are  closed,  the  bank  aufn 
into  immediate  operation,  whenaver  it  ^la^  ijpiir 
that  at  leaA  (^500,000  shall  have  baaa  atibaa^ 
aad  paid  in;  «hat  these  declai)edaioQlGk<»ldacaby4il 
direaton  shall  pay  iaio  the  haifk  tba  svaa  of  tm 
dol lairs  apon  eadi  aad  every  share  sotHeribed;  ilai 
the  stoddioldeia  ahall  give  their  bonda  lo  the  bank 
for  the  amount  of  stock  allowhl  to  eadi,  and  shtf 
alsa  execute  mortgages  upon  real  estate,  wift  tte 
privilege  of  including  ont-fonrth  of  the  amooit  ca 
slaves,  to  secure  (he  payment  of  theirstoCk^boodi— 
(ihus4not  only  the  property  mortiraged^  bat  the  whole 
estate  of  the  stockholder,  wculd  MVe  been  boaal 
for  the  redemption  of  the  stock;)  and  that  t>oth  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  bank  bonds  were  to  he 
paid  by  the  bank  as  they  severally  fellilue.  Thet 
it  is  further  provided,  that  the  State  sliall  ffNga  is 
faith  for  the  redemption  of  the  ealpiiaJl  atfldc;  ar,ii 
other  voDds,  ahall  beootee  the  aeaariCy  aC  the  tab* 
scdbers  for  stock,  apon  being  aliovad  flniperant 
of  the  profits  of  the  bank,  the  appoiotaieiil  of  ift 
ef  the  thirteen  divectops,  and  a  standing  aeaoiaiio 
dation  loan  of  f  200,000;  and  the  30th  aee6<m  re- 
quires the  Governor  to  cxeente  to  the  said  buk, 
from  time  to  time,  bonds  in  amount  propordoaed 
ta  the  SUBS  subscribed  and  secured  to  the  satisiw- 
tion  of  the  directors,  until  the  whole  amovat  ef 
bonds  shall  be  furnished.  In  this  charter  yon  wfB 
at  once  perceive  no  risk,  no  hazard  of  tazatioa 
whatever. 

«^Thi8  act  was  pubUsbed— act  the  leaathof  tiae 
required  by  the  constitution,  it  is  true;  but  stiD,it 
was  published;  and  it  is  unwor^v  of  this  grrit 
question  to  dwell  on  quibbles.  At  a  suoceediBg 
Legislature,  which  met  in  January,  lQSi«  ike 
same  law  came  up  for  re-enactment.  WhHe  it 
was  still  pending,  and  before  another  Tote  vu 
taken  upon  it,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  asd 
House  of  Representatives— a  commitiee  rf  the 
greatest  weight  and  highest  reaponsibilUy  ihateti 
at  any  time  be  raised-i-was  appointed,  aad  it* 
structed  to  'examine  whether  the  said  biH  can  be 
amended;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  be  piaoHeable  to 
change  it  into  a  State  bank  exclusively.*  l^!rom  tbe 
unanimous  report  of  that  commrttee,  permit  ae 
to  draw  yonr  attention  to  tbe  following  extracts 

**  'Bat  as  to  that  portion  of  the  said  charter  wkitk 
relates  to  the  subsoiibers  or  siockholdeiB  to  iha  9id 
institution,  being  the  primary  eoadition  oo  «4iek 
the  faith  of  the  State  ia  to  be  pledged,  and  aa  wmk 
constitatcs  a  vital  part  of  it,  we  have  no  pawar  to 
change  the  same,  unless  tt  should  be  agaia  aalm^ 
ted  to  the  people  for  their  sancttfm;  whM  wtnA 
have  the  tendency  to  postpone,  for  at  least  tv» 
years,  its  consummation.  This  course  yoar  eoa* 
miitee  believe  would  be  directly  at  war  with  ite 
wishes  of  ourconsticaeats,*dko.. 

'*This  report  was  received,  and  titianinoarif 
adbpted  by  tbe  LegUlalur^.  At  that  Qiw^  «lik 
the  charter  is  still  pending,  and  open,  of  ooame,  a 
all  amendments  admissibteuttdn  the oaaaiiMte, 
it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  irHW  W^^ 
J   the  hill  cannot  be  changed  withoat  a 
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the  charter  to  the  people;  eoosequently,  tie 
al  Charter  becomes  a  law  od  the  5tb  day  of 
ary,  1838f  without  change  or  alteraUoa. 
at  cmlHng  in  qaffstion  the  coostitotionality  of 
m  eliarter»  I  might  stop,  and  triampbaoUjr  ask, 
as  a  single  bood  of  the  State  been  issued  and 
Id  under  this  charter?  If  so^  who  were  the  di- 
stort appointed  bj  the  Qo^ernor  to  manage  the 
akl  WIk)  were  the  sobscribers  for  stock?  Had 
B  books  of  sabecription  been  kept  op«^n  six 
Qf&tlud  How  many  stockholders  ^ad  paid  ten 
Qars  upon  each  -and  every  share  subscribed? 
ow  maaj  bonds  for  stock  had  be^n  giiren  and  se 
led  by  satisfactory  mortgsge?  Mot  one  of  these 
Iq^  had  been  4one  at  the  time  the  bonds  in  ques* 
»ii  were  issued  and  sold:  and  the  purchaser  must 
ive  known  it. 

^B«t  bar*  follows  the  ezplanationc  Ten  days  af - 
[  the  paMAge  of  the  foregoing  charter,  (be  same 
egislalare  that  determined,  by  uoanimons  vote, 
at  the  ebaiiet  eonld  aoi  be  amended  while  pend« 
§  belbffw  them,  passed  *An  aet  supplementary  to 
i^mntto  iaeerporate  the  subseriber^  lo  the  Miasis- 
npi  Unlom  Raak('  wherein,  under  the  magic  title 
r  ^sappleuMBt,'  they  endeavored  to  do  indirectly 
liat  the  ooiMtoieiiee  of  every  wmnber  checked  him 
i  doing  dtreotiy.  They  made  changes  in  the  char> 
tf  by  way  of  supplement,  which,  but  a  few  daya 
afore,  tbey  had  declared,  under  oa(h,  would  viti* 
te  ibe  whole  instromenu  This  procedure  was  in 
ialation  of  all  parliamentary  rule  known  in  this 
r  aay  other  eohghicned  country;  and  it  can  be 
oasidezed  in  no  other  light  than  a  legislative  fraud, 
it  violated  not  only  the  oonstiiution,  ae* 
to  their  own  showing,  hut  also  one  of  their 
rales  of  order,  whioh  prohibited  the  repeal 
»f  any  law  the  same  session  at  which  it  wa^passed. 
>o  the  15th  of  February,  1838,  this  act  lookthe  form 
md  shape  of  law.  The  very  first  section  changed 
lUegether  the  attitude  of  the  Skate  to  the  banln 
(n-  the  origioal  act,  the  State,  beiiig  amply  indeoi« 
lified,  agrees  to  stand  as  the  security  of  the  stock* 
lolders^  in  this  supplemental  act,  she  beoomes  pri- 
aarily  liable  for  |5.000>O00.  In  the  original. aet,  no 
iMiividmal  but  a  ciiiaen  of  the  State  can  subscribe 
lad  mho  stock;  in  this  act,  the  State  becomes  a  sub- 
cribtr  for  slock,  and,  by  express  repeal,  givet  up 
ler  ten  per  ceot.  of  the  proAts,  her  five  directors, 
lad  her  accommodation  loan  of  |900,000,  and  be* 
soflMs  a  partner  in  the  banking  adventure.  All 
ihisie  done  under  the  talismanic  word  *supple- 
BMfti,'.  without  submitting  it  in  any  way  to  thepeo- 
}W  I  Now,  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  commonest 
aaderetaading,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Legialatnre  to  make  the  State  a  subscriber  for 
»ock  in  that  bank — to  render  her  liable  for  the 
mm  o€  15,000,000,  or  any  other  amount— to 
change  her  attitude  in  any  respect  towards  the 
itockholders  In  the  bank — to  enlarge  or  diminish 
her  interest  in  the  bank,  as  it  stood  at  the  passage 
9f  the  original  charter,  without  submitting  it  to 
&e  action  of  the  people.  This  right  had  been  ex- 
pressly reserved  to  the  people  in  their  fundamental 
law;  and,  until  they  had  been  consulted  in  the 
Banner  prescribed,  all  action  by  their  supposed 
igents  was  null  and  void;  and  the  whole  world 
were  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  These  propor- 
tions ate  80  self-evident,  no  man  of  candor  and  dis- 
Drioiaation  will  dispute  them.  The  only  question 
remaining  is.  Does  the  present  suppesed  liability 
wise  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  supplement? 

"It  is  apparent  that  it  does  so  arise — 1st,  from 
the  very  terms  of  the  mortgages  for  stock,  which 
were  drawn  up  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and 
whieh  have  been  recorded  in  almost  every  county 
c/  the  State;  in  which  it  is  set  forth  that  ttie  intent 
of  the  mortgage  is  to  secure  the  payment  of  only 
110,500,000;  leaving  f5,000,000  (ibe  sum  already 
lold)  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  by  virtue  of  the  snp- 
^meatal  act.  3i.  It  isapi  arent,  from  these  facts, 
thst,  at  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  the  five  mil- 
lions of  bondi  now  held  abroad,  there  were  no 
mWribers  for  stock;  that  the  1  ooks  of  subscrip- 
^n  had  not  been  kept  open  six  months,  as  re- 
wired by  the  original  charter;  that  no  bonds  for 
aoskyand  no  mortgages  to  secure  them,  had  been 
)  that  no  directors  had  been  appointed  by  the 
ttve  to  examine  and  pass  upon  the  validity 
the  mortgages;  and  that  not  a  dolUr  had  been 


paid  in  on  a  Hngle  s^bare  of  ftock:  therefore,  tbey 
mn«t  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  supple- 
mental act;  or  else  there  is  more  baseness  in  this 
whole  transaction  than  ever  characterized  any  other 
act  of  public  functtonarien  31.  It  is  apparent, 
from  the  very  terms  of  the  power  of  attorney  from 
the  managers  of  the  bank  to  the '  commissioners 
who  weot  abroad  to  sell  these  bonds.  This  power 
of  attorney — a'ter  reciting  that  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  BAiKissippi  Union 
Bank  had  been  passed  by  one  Legislature,  and,  in 
conformity  to  the  constitution,  had  been  published, 
and  referred  to  the  next  succeeding  Legislature, 
whieh  had  pssred  and  confirmed  the  said  original 
act;  end  that  the  same  was  approved  by  the  Qov- 
ernor,  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  1838, — contin- 
ues: *And  whereas  the  said  Legi*Iatare  last  above 
mention«*d  passed  an  act  entitled  An  act  supple- 
mental to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  which  was  approved 
b7  the  Qovernor,  February  5*h,  1838;  and  whereas 
the  Gk)vernor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  has,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  said  supplemental 
act,  subscribed,  in  behalf  of  the  said  6*ate,  fifty 
thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
and  has  executed  twenty-five  hnndred  bonds  of  the 
said  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each,*  Ac,  If  truth  can  produce  con- 
viction, surely  this  question  is  now  placed  beyond 
cavil.  4ib.  It  is  self-evident,  that  the  purchaser  of 
the  bond;*  had  not  only  constructive,  butaoual,  no- 
tice|that  the  faith  of  the  State  could  not  be  pledged 
under  the  constitution  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
without  a  confirmation  bylhe  people;  that  the  sup- 
plemental ace  had  not  t>een  confirmed  by  the  peo- 
p*e;  and  th|Lt  the  bonds  be  purchased  were  issued 
'pursuant  to  tbe  pro!#ions  of  the  said  supplement- 
ary ac:!!^ — because  this  power  of  attorney  to  the 
commis$>ioner8  is  made  part  and  parcel  pf  his  con- 
tract with  (hem,  and  it  contains  a  full  statement  of 
these  facts." 

This  is  the  ground  taken  by  the  State  In  regard 
to  these  bonds.  Not  a  dollar  of  the  money  for 
whieh  the  bonds  were  sold  was  received  by  the 
State;  they  wfere  sold  by  agents  of  the  bank,  ap- 
pointed by  authority  of  the  tineonstitutional  sup- 
plement, and  the  money  received  by  the  bank,  and 
used  by  it.  Not  a  dollar  ever  went  into  the  State 
treasury,  or  n^as  under  the  control  of  a  State  offi- 
cer. The  archives  of  the  State  exhibit  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  these  bonds  as  an  obligation 
upon  the  State;  nor  was  there  ever  deposited  there 
any  evidence  that  the  State  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
bank.  For  ihe^e  reasons,  the  State  has  refused  to 
assume  the  payment  of  the^e  bonds.  No  party  in 
the  State  is  in  favor  of  levying  a  tax  for  their 
payment.  The  question  between  the  two  parties 
is  assumption  or  non-assumption.  T*he  brst  con- 
tend that  the  State  shall  assume  the  debt,  at  the 
same  time  they  refcMC  to  provide  by  taxation  for 
its  payment.  "Settle  fair,  if  you  never^ay,"i8  their 
motto.  The  latter  contend  that  the  bonds  were 
issued  by  virtue  of  an  unconstitutional  law;  sold 
in  violation  of  that  law;  and  it  would  be  a  fraud 
upr>n  the  constitution  and  laws  to  assume  their 
payment.  While  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  this 
to  be  a  State  obligation,  yet  no  obstacle  has  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  bondholders,  if  they  de- 
sired to  secure  the  assets  of  the  Union  Bank.  In 
fact,  the  Democratic  party  in  that  State  desire  that 
these  assets  may  be  thus  appropriated.  I  differ 
with  Governor  McNntt  in  the  estimated  value  of 
ihe^e  assets.  If  honestly  appropriated  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  notes  now  unredeemed,  after  their 
payment  a  large  surplus  must  exibt,  to  be  applied 
to  ihe  payment  of  the  bonds.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  assets  proper  of  the  bank,  there  are  also  Ihe 
subscriptions  of  the  stockholders  for  ten  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  secured  by  mortgages  ufon 
some  of  the  most  valuable  estates  in  that  State, 
and  equal  in  productiveness  to  any  in  the  world, 
which  some  of  the  first  legal  men  in  the  State  eon- 
tend  will  be  held  liable  to  pay  the*e  bonds.  I  do 
not  give  this  as  my  opinion.  I  am  no  lawyer;  but 
members  of  that  profession,  equal  in  learning  and 
intellect  to  any  io  this  country,  entertain  this  opin- 
ion. No  obstruction  will  t>e  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  bondholders,  if  they  wish  to  test  the  validity 
0[  these  mortgages.    The  Stale  and  United  States 


courts  are  open  to  them.  Let  them  proceed  to  teat 
this  question;  and,  if  they  (•ucceed,  then  this  mort- 
gaged pro($erty  with  tbe  assets  proper  of  the  bank 
wi  I,  it  1*8  supposed,  pay  the  whole  debt  of  five  mil- 
liotis,  with  the  interest.  Sir,  I  rntertain  no  doubt 
but  these  bondH  are  much  more  likely  to  be  paid 
than  the  boeds  of  several  Siatev,  whose  Legialap 
tures  are  passing  resolutions  against  repudiation. 

I  alluded,  in  the  commencement  of  my  remarks^ 
to  the  course  the  genieman  from  Massachusetts 
was  repo;ted  to  have  pursued  in  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississip- 
pi by  Briti&h  vessels.  1  care  not  now  whether  the 
charge  was  true  or  fal>-e,  further  than  to  declare 
thai  I  da  not  believe  he  woald  deprecate  the  ap- 
pearance of  Briiii^b  war  steamers  at  Natchez  aa 
much  a*«  he  has  pretended  on  this  occasion.  Blue 
lights,  kindled  by  traitorous  hands  io  our  owu  coun- 
try, diiecied  our  enemies  to  our  weakest  poinia 
dUMDg  the  last  war.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Adims] 
may  be  designated  as  the  finger-board  directing  the 
attention  ot  Great  Britain  to  what  he  at  present 
considers  our  weakest  point.  He  has  declared 
that,  io  the  event  of  war,  or  .insurrection  ii^  the 
slave  States,  requiring  the  intervention  of  the 
General  Government,  cur  slaves  will  be  free. 
Tbe  great  object  of  his  life  seems  to  be  to  cause  the 
emaui  ipation  of  our  slavep,  regardless  of  the  war 
of  extermination  that  most  en^ue  between  the  two 
races,  should  snccess  attend  his  efforts.  What 
more  effectual  aid  can  he  obtain  than  the  na- 
val power  of  Great  Britain,  concentrated,  at  his 
suggestion,  at  the  South,  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  that  nation,  sending  war  steamers  to  the  very 
cenirea  of  the  slave  States?  Martial  law  is  pro- 
claimed— ^insurrection  excited — the  Government  of 
the  United  States  send  armies  to  expel  the  invaders 
and  suppress  the  insurrections;  and  thus,  according 
to  the  gentleman's  doctrines  and  opinions,  oU  re- 
peated on  this  floor,  our  slaves  would  l>e  fr$e,  and 
his  great  object  accomplished.  If  the  gentleman 
does  not  desire  this  result,  his  course  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  bring  about  a  war  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain.  The  assumption  of  State  debts, 
or  war,  are  the  alternatives  presented  to  us  by  him; 
and  he  hesitates  not  to  say  that  England  will  have 
cause  for  declaring  war,  ff  these  debts  are  not 
paid.  That  powerful  and  rapacious  nation  will 
not  be  slow  in  adopting  this  aoegestion,  coming,  as 
it  does,  from  a  member  of  this  House  who  has  filled 
the  exalted  station  of  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  calls  tbe  refui«al  of  Mississippi  to  assume  pay- 
ment of  those  bonds  "metaphysical  distinctions'* 
which  he  docs  not  understand.  Foreigners  have 
urged  this  same  argument  in  favor  of  assumption — 
that  they  cannot  understand  the  distinction  or  dif- 
ference between  tbe  State  and  the  Federal  consti- 
tutions. After  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  they 
will  have  high  authority  on  this  side  of  the  water 
in  favor  of  assumption  on  thi'f  ground. 

The  gentleman  entertains  great  horror  of  State 
repudiation  of  unacknowledged  debts;  yet  be  is  the 
advocate  of,  and  voted  for,  the  bankrupt  law,  which 
established  the  most  wholesale  system  of  repudia- 
tion of  honest,  bonm  fid/^^  undisputed  debts  ever 
known  in  this  or  any  other  country*  According  to 
the  gentleman's  theory,  it  is  disgraceful  for  a  fikiate 
to  refuse  to  assume  a  debt  she  declares  was  created 
in  violation  of  her  constitution,  and  for  which  she 
received  nothing;  yet  ir  is  perfectly  fair  and  hon- 
orable for  the  citizens  of  that  State,  one  or  all,  to  re- 
pudiate all  of  their  honest  fr<m«/de  debts,  under  the 
bankrupt  law— debts  contracted  m  accordance  with 
constitution  and  law,  and  for  which  full  value  waa 
received.  I  will  make  a  practical  application  of 
the  gentleman's  theory  of  dishonorable  repudiation 
of  unacknowledged  State  debts,  and  honorable  re« 
pudiation  of  acknowledged  private  debts.  During 
the  glorious  era  of  paper  money,  from  1835  to 
1840,  commercial  houses  in  Europe  established 
agencies  in  this  country,  to  advance  money  to  the 
planters,  to  secure  shipments  of  cotton  to  their 
houses.  Competition  sprung  up  in  this  line  ojf 
business,  as  in  most  others;  and  the  agenta  ad- 
vanced much  more  than  the  cotton  was  worth, 
which,  on  settlement,  lef^  the  planters  greatly  in 
debt.  Tbeite  balances  falling  in  part  in  the  hands 
of  the  Barings,  are  sent  over  for  collection;  but  Ibe 
planters  go  into  court  under  the  bankrupt  law,  and 
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pAjr  cff  the  debt  al  one  cent  to  the  dollar.  This  is 
all  ri'bt  and  fair,  and  perfectly  honorable,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  cod(*  of  morals.  Bui 
ibece  same  Barings  have  some  bonds  issued  in  the 
Aame  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  which  she 
received  nctbing;  and  she  is  dishonored  bvcaote 
she  does  not  nssome  them- 

I  have  a  stronger  case  than  this — this  great  Uni- 
ion  Bank  itself  became  a  cotton  broker,  and  ad- 
vanced firtesn  cents  per  pound  to  the  planters  for 
their  cotton,  and  shipped  it  to  Baring  dk  Brothers, 
who  advanced  to  (he  bank  abont  half  that  snm; 
yet  the  cotton  sold  for  le^s  than  (he  amonnt  ad- 
vanced to  the  bank  by  the  Barings,  and  (he  balance 
is  unpaid,  the  bank  insolvent,  and  has  assigned  its 
assets  without  providing  for  this  debt;  yet  no  one 
complains  of  di<bonps(y  or  dishonor  in  this  transac- 
tion, while  the  same  Barings  have  advanced  the 
Bank  of  the  United  S'ates  money  on  hypothecated, 
pretended  MiSj^issippi  bend**;  and,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  code  of  honesty  and  morality,  the 
8ta!e  is  disbx;nored  because  she  will  not  asvsume 
the  payment  of  these  bonds,  for  which  she  received 
lotbiBg— no  more  than  she  did  of  the  advances  upon 
the  cotton  shipped  by  the  Union  Bank.  The  Glov- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain  has  repudiated  forged 
exchequer  biJIs  that  had  passed  into  the  hands  of 
innocent  holders;  has  repudiated  a  portion  of  her 
national  debt,  by  taxing  the  income  of  the  holders 
of  her  bonds;  jet  »he  is  not  branded  with  dishonor 
by  our  moralists  here.  Wagon-loads  of  continental 
money,  issaed  daring  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
use  of  which  enabled  onr  forefathers  to  achieve 
their  indepenJence;  counitess  obligations  of  the 
States,  issued  for  value  received  during  the  same 
peri  d,  have  been  repudiated  with*  ut  a  stain  upon 
the  national  escutcheon;  yet,  because  Mississippi 
refuses  to  recognise  an  unconstitutional  debt,  for 
which  she  has  received  uothinsr,  she  is  to  be  ac- 
cused of  tarnishing  that  escutcheon.  Nations  all 
over  the  civilized  world  have  repudiated  bona  fiiU 
debt*,  without  the  charge  of  dishonor;  while  we  are 
to  be  singled  out  as  bein^  disgraced  because  we 
will  not  pay  a  debt  not  our  own, in  contracting  which 
we  did  not  receive  value  to  the  amonnt  of  a  red  cent. 

X  look  upon  this  pretended  horror  of  Mississippi 
repudiation  a$  hypocritical  as  it  is  insulting.  The 
fnnd-mongerd  and  advocates  of  the  banking,  bond- 
ing, and  paper-inone]^  systems  in  Ibis  country  and  j 
Europe,  and  their  agents  here,  arebeflowing  against 
repudiation,  to  draw  public  attention  from  their 
own  infamous  schemes  of  swindling.  We  have 
been  taunted  by  these  men  who  live  on  the  labor 
of  others,  through  the  machinery  of  the  banking 
and  paper  money  system,  until  the  Robespierre  of 
the  Harrison  administration,  [Mr.  GRANGsa,] 
who  was  as  fond  ofcutiiog  off  heads  politically  as 
that  monster  was  in  reality,  has  ventured  to  lec- 
ture my  colleague  for  proposing  to  bring  down  the 
expenses  of  the  Q»vernment  to  its  curreiit  revenue. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  GaiNaia,] 
in  his  peculiar  manner,  which  he  always  assumes 
when  be  pnrpo.^es  to  say  something  witty  or 
severe,  reminded  my  colleague  that  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  advocate  retrenchment, 
as  our  debts  could  be  repudiated  under  the 
new  doctrine,  if  they  beome  troublesome. 
He  thenght  he  bad  touched  my  colleague  on  a 
tender  point;  but,  like  the  blind  rattlesnake  in 
August,  he  struck  bis  fangs  into  bi^  own  politically 
corrupt  body.  No  man  in  this  House  is  a  more 
zealous  advocate  of  the  repudiation  of  honest,  6ona 
fide  debts,  under  the  bankrupt  law,  than  he  is. 
We  all  recollect  his  valedictory,  when  this  House 
was  about  repealing  that  law  Yet  he  has  the 
audacity,  in  the  face  of  the  House,  to  sneer  at  re- 
pudiation. It  was  like  the  devil  reproving  sin,  cr 
a  prostitute  lecturing  on  virtue  and  morality.  I 
will  submit  to  this  mode  of  attack  upon  my  State 
no  longer.  If  gentlemen  will  travel  out  of  the  reg- 
ular oMer  of  debate  to  attack  us,  they  must  expect 
to  be  met  with  a  spirit  becoming  the  Representa- 
tives  of  a  people  whom  neither  the  scons  of  the 
corrupt,  nor  the  frowns  of  power,  can  torn  from 
their  purpose,  hi  defending  their  constitution  and 
laws  from  violation. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [&fr.  Adams] 
points  to  the  fate  of  China,  and  warns  us  to 
fivoid  a  similar    one,   by  getting  into   a   war 


with  Great  Britafn.  I  recollect  be^  in  a  pub- 
lic addres?,  put  England  iu  the  right  and  China  in 
the  wrong  in  that  war,  as  he  intends  to  do  this  coun- 
try, if  we  have  war  because  we  will  not  assume 
the  State  debis.  He  appears  to  be  on  the  Bcitish 
side  in  argumens  if  be  is  not  in  feeling.  I  do  not 
desire  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  any  oiber  nation; 
but  the  dread  of  it  shall  not  force  me  to  advocate 
the  a%«ampiion  of  State  debts,  m  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  my  country.  My  constituenu  pre- 
fer war,  if  the  other  alteroative  is  assumption. 
We  have  a  deeper  interest]  in  peace  and  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Great  Britain  than  any 
State  in  the  Un:on,  as  we  export  more  to  that  coun- 
try than  any  other  Siatf ;  yet  we  will  forego  all  of 
these  advantages  of  peace,  rather  than  sanction  an 
invasion  of  our  fundamental  law.  I  despise  the 
truckling  spirit  that  is  manifesting  itself  in  this 
country  to  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  We  can 
expect  no  permanent  peace  by  acting  thus  I 
would  prefer,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,]  to  slap  John  Bull  in 
the  face,  to  quailiag  before  bis  power.  We  will 
gain  his  respect,  and  a  more  permanent  peace,  by 
this  course. 

iTbe  gentleman  from  Massacbuseits.  has  great 
fears  of  the  English  Paixhan  guns,  and  supposes 
many  eases  to  bring  them  to  the  bombard- 
ment of  Natchez  I  will  answer  him  by  buppo* 
sine  that  subjects  of  Great  Britain  call  on  their 
Government  to  defend  them  against  the  operations 
of  the  ex  pott  /ado  bankrupt  taw,  which  has  de- 
frauded them  out  of  immense  amounts  of  their  debts 
in  this  country — bonafid^^bts — for  which  full  val- 
ue bad  been  received  beu)re  the  passage  of  the  law. 
That  Government,  through  its  minister  here,  asks 
for  redress.  Our  President  imd  Secretary  of  State 
return  no  answer.  The  poffiit  argument  of  the 
Paixhan  gun  is  brought  to  bear  with  a  beet  of  war 
steamers  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  demanding  the 
British  debis  repudiated  there  under  the  operation 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  What  is  to  be  done?  Why, 
according  to  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachu^tts,  the  horrors  of  war  must  be  avoid- 
ed, and  this  Government  most  assume  these  debts 
and  get  clear  of  the  Paixhan  guns.  1  have  no  such 
fears  of  war  or  Paixhan  guns,  as  to  induce  me  to 
sanction  a  yiolatiou  of  the  Constitution,  to  av  old 
the  one  or  get  clear  of  the  other.  On  the  subject 
of  assumption,  I  may  have  something  to  say  here- 
after. My  only  object  iu  addressing  the  House 
now,  has  been  to  defend  my  State  from  the  unjust 
imputations  that  have  been  cast  upon  it. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Graiiokr  of  New  York  said  that 
be  had  been  charged  on  this  floor  with  having 
unjustly  stated  that  the  State  of  Mississippi,  hav- 
ing received  five  millions  of  dollars  for  stock  in 
the  Union  Bank  of  Mississippi,  bad  become  a 
stockholder  in  that  institution,  and  then  repudiated, 
or  attempted  to  repudiate,  that  debt.  What  be  had 
stated  was  this,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove  it;  the 
documents  were  before  him.  He  bad  stated,  or 
intended  to  state,  that  under  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
the  Governor  of  the  State  had  been  authorized  to 
sign  $15,500,000  of  bonds  for  the  Union  Bank; 
that  be  bad  been  authorized  to  subscri'be  $5  000,000 
stock  for  the  Union  Bank;  that  he  bad  so  sub- 
scribed, and ''had  signed  this  $5,000,000  of  bonds; 
that  this  $5,000,000  of  bonds  sold  for  $5,080,000; 
that  the  money  was  put  into  the  Union  Bank,  and 
became  its  capital. 

Mr.  GwiN  (Mr.  Gbanoir  yielding  the  floor)  said 
that  the  Union  Bank  of  Mississippi  had  issued 
post-notes,  which,  from  the  date  of  their  isj^uance, 
bad  been  below  par,  and  had  sold  her  checks  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stateis,  receivable  in  this  irre- 
deemable depreciated  money.  That  was  the  way 
the  bonds  had  been  sold  for  par.  They  had  been  sold 
undv  P^ft  (if  gold  and  silver  constituted  the 
standard,)  and  on  credit,  which  was  a  violation  of 
tbe  unconstitutional  supplement  under  which  the 
bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  Granobr  would  explain  this  matter.  He 
had  not  assailed  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  State,  or  intended  any  personal  dis- 
respect to  him;  but  he  had  not  made  the  assertions 
he  had  made  v^ithout  tbe  proof  before  him. 

What  was  tbe  condition  of  the  charter  of  the 
Union  Bank?    It  bad  been  created  in  January, 


1838.  This  supplemental  act,  which  bad  ttna^ 
clared  contrary  to  good  faith,  but  which  wis alfMi 
by  Governor  McNuti,  had  been  passed  en  the  H 
of  February  of  the  same  jear.  Tbe  geatlmi 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gwm]  bad  told  ihro  ^ 
other  day  that  these  laws  had  been  passed  bj  n 
undi  vi(^ed  Whig  vo'e,  with  the  votes  of  a  few  ^ 
the  ** Democrats.*'  Mr.  OaAMGia  understood  tbt 
there  was  no  except  ion  taken  to  the  origieal  ehu< 
ter,  but  to  the  supplemental  act.  Who  voted  for 
the  supplemental  act?  asked  Mr.  G.  They  voqM 
find,  by  reference  to  the  reenrd^,  that  it  paned  bf 
a  vote  of  fourteen  Whigs  and  thirty-six  **DeBo- 
erats.'*  He  knew  not  bow  many  Whigs  or  hot 
many  ''Democrats"  theire  were  in  the  Legislttnt 
of  Mississippi;  but  be  did  know  that,  of  die  ttij 
votes  that  passed  tbe  supplemental  aet,  agaioii 
minority  of  something  like  thirty,  tbiirteea  oilf 
were  Whigs,  and  thirty-six  were  **  DeiBoefiii*> 
Let  the  question,  then,  be  vettled  as  to  who  paaid 
this  ^'infamous*'  supplemental  law. 

What  was  next!  Governor  McNtlt,  oe  the 
spot,  and  well  knowing  every  fact  of  tbe  ene. 
signed  tbe  law.  What  nexll  Governor  MeKn, 
under  that  "infamous"  law,  signed  tbe  $$,000,060 
of  bonds.  Tbe  monev  was  received,  sad  tke 
avails  of  this  $5,000  000  of  bonds  went  into  the 
Union  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  eoostitiMd  is 
only  capital.  And  bow  did  they  treat  that  iiii< 
tution?  He  would  tell  them  how.  They  tm^- 
nised  it  as  a  bank;  tbe  State  transacted  bosaoi 
with  it  as  a  bank;  they  declared  by  law  that  Ae 
dividends  received  on  that  $5,000,000  of  neck 
should  go  to  the  cause  of  internal  improfwaai 
and  of  public  educatioo.    On  tbe  15ib  of  FVbmrf, 

1839,  tbe  State  of  Mt<6t88ipf>i  borrowed  |75,00l 
of  that  bank;  on  the  19th  of  February  it  borrosed 
$75,000  mote,  and  subsequently  $95,000  moreioii- 
isb  her  public  buildings.  And  before  all  thewtms* 
actions,  and  after  signing  these  bonds,  ind  ifler 
tke  bonds  bad  gone  into  operation,  the  State  of  Mi^ 
sissippi,  which  b^d  sold  city  lots  in  Jacbos,  nd 
taken,  promissory  notes  for  them  to  tbe  anoiDttif 
$25,106,  went  to  tbe  Union  Bank  of  Biississiffi, 
and  had  them  discounted  as  a  commercial  trattsM* 
tion,  and  put  the  money  into  her  treasury.  Wnhe 
to  be  told,  in  tbe  face  of  all  these  facts  that  the  fttfe 
of  Mississippi  had  had  nothing  to  do  wit^  that  bti^ 

Tbe  gentleman  had  said  that  the  bondbeUiB 
could  be  paid  from  tbe  assets  of  the  baak.  Lit 
them  see  what  those  asseu  were,  as  presested  bjf 
tbe  gentleman's  own  witness  and  friend,  GorerM 
McNutt.  He  held  tbe  statement  in  b»  hand.  Let 
them  see  whether  he  had  ever  declared  what  bi 
could  not  substantiate— that  the  $5,000,000  put  iin 
to  the  bank  from  these  bonds  was  the  oalj  capinl 
the  bank  had  ever  had. 

As  late  as  January,  1840,  Governor  MeNen,  is 
his  regular  message,  says  "the  faith  of  tbeSitieii 
pledged  for  tbe  whole  capital  stock"  of  tbis  bulr; 
and  the  statement  of  tbe  bank's  affairs,  as  gifa 
by  this  same  Governor,  in  h  s  message  of  Jtsuiy, 
1841,  is  as  follows:  , 

Suspended  debt  in  suit  .    $3,689,8fO  90 

Do  not  in  suit  .      1,777,337  78 

Resources,  chiefly  unavailable^     8,034,154  S8 
Immediate  liabilities  •  .      3,034,154  96 

Capital  stock  .  .      5,080,006  00 

Soecieonband  .  .  4,349  Of 

What  a  beautiful  condition  for  bondholden!  »& 
Mr.G. 

Mr.  Gwm  (Mr.  Gbangsr  yielding  the  floor) 
said  there  were  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  real » 
tate  mortgaged,  to  whieb  be  had  alluded  wbeok 
had  said  that  tbe  assets  would  probabij  pay  ^ 
debt,  if  the  property  mortgaged  was  liable. 

Mr.  Gbanoer.  He  would  come  to  that  T^ 
gentleman  had  said,  in  reply  to  his  qtiestioi,  itffi 
were  $10,500,000  more.  Now  let  then  see  vbtt 
those  $10,500,000  were;  for  this  was  to  beecDei 
very  interesting  question  in  tbe  history  of  this  at* 
tion. 

There  were  $10,500,000  more  to  bcsectirrfoi 
bonds  and  mortgages,  as  the  gentleman  said;  ii4 
he  knew  it  was  still  an  open  question  whetberit 
should  be  paid.  The  gentleman  w<M  Mtailf 
agree  with  bim,  that  not  one  dollar  htd  sverha 
paid.  Governor  McNutt,  before  tbe  Lt|M#A 
of  Mississippi,  when  urged  by  Mr.  Tonef  Mp* 
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ud  brae  tbcM  bondii,  had  (Dlerrd  taiR  proiFFl 
Miiut  ihfm,*adnid  he  bad  lorteeite  ihe  odiam 
of  rinding  betwrtn  (he  voice  of  ibe  people  of  His- 
iMppi  BDil  his  rirw  ef  conslilniiood  righ',  bai 
bvTDiiM  iKU  isne  rbe>e  boodt. 

JUr.  QatnoKK  teid  fram  ■  leliri  or  Jnd^e  Tnr- 
MT.  dirrd  Niiehrz,  March  93,  183B,  in  which  Mr. 
Oan'a  niin<?  wis  ioiradticrd  in  ebcIi  m  minner  as 
W  AniTei  the  idea  thai  he  vis  in  raror  of  ihe 
fMmtng  of  tbe«e  boods.] 

Mr;  QwiH  (Vir.  QuHota  Tieldiog  iIk  floor) 
nid  fbtf  l«l(CT  was  wtlilea  by  Jodge  Turner,  one 
of  tile  iad|pE  of  Ihe  anprrm,:  conil  of  Hiksissippi; 
■hd  he  bad  Id  sute  thai  ihe  Gni  lime  he  ever  saw 
or  beard  of  ihal  letur  was  ia  priDi;  and  he  had  tp- 
eei*td  a  letter  frotn  Jadge  TarDer,  takiaf  him  if  be 
reeolleeied  aof  m^h  leiter,  or  the  convenation  al- 
lodtd  10;  and  be  bad  replied  that  he  neitber  recol- 
lacied  the  letter,  ncr  an?  conveiealion  alluded  toon 
ibe  iDbJeei. 

Mr.  OaAROCR  eoDliuned.  Ha  aKorrd  ibe 
ItentJentan  (anil  ihej  «<re  nol  words  of  ceiemonj) 
thai  hi  had  not  iotrudaeed  the  letter  with  aor  virw 
loeall  op  BB  aopleasant  ihoDghi  in  the  geiiil«man*« 
mtci;  be  had  btoatbt  ii  in,  to  preieat  the  racis  of 
IbeeaM,  to  »bow  that  the  Union  Bink  cerrr  re- 
MiTcd  bat  (5,000, 000  as  iu  capital,  and  that  this 
wnTioai  ibe  i«le  Dl  iheie  bonds  that  had  been  re- 
padUiedi  and  thai  QoTrrnor  HeNnit  bad  bcfn 
arced  to  asue  farther  bondv,  and  woald  cot  do  It; 
and  Aai  thence  it  was  that  the  capital  of  the  bank 
bad  been  limited  to  (5,000,000. 

Hr.  GwiN  nid  inal  letter  wm  written  beTore 
ibe  bonds  were  inued. 

Hr.  QajtaaEa  said  he  .<till  telievrd  that  Oot- 
aroor  McHnti,  in  hii  aniwen'  before  Ibe  commiu 
tea,  had  utd  tbal  he  prsTeoted  the  farther  inae  of 
ibea«  bonds. 

Hr,  G  bad  not  entered  on  this  qntatlon  with  any 
f  iew  to  wonod  the  feelingt  nf  anr  man  here  or 
elsewhere,  oi  to  assail  an;  State  of  Ibii  Union. 
Hid  Miieissippi,  finding  barself  in  ibe  poaiiioa  in 
which  Biaies  were  and  lndi*tdna)s  were — bad  the, 
from  Ae  pressure  of  Ibe  times,  been  forivd  to 
rield,  and,  declaring  this  debr  her  own,  af  ked  for 
rartber  time  for  its  payment,  then  it  would  not 
have  had,  on  ihia  nation,  the  effrct  which  it  waa 
now  cak Dialed  to  hare  abroad.  He  had  examined 
■bis  qne* lion  Bomewhai,  ajd  be  had  believed,  and 
Hi  now  believe,  thai  it  was  dne  to  the  character  of 
the  nation  that  ii  shoald  be  nnderstcod-  All  be 
bad  declared  wa*,  Ihal  the  Sia^e  of  Hiisinippi, 
throoKb  b^r  aonstitnted  aatfaoritie^,  bad  cbaiteied 
the   UnioQ    Bank;  ihat  Eileen   dayt  after  it  bad 

Eisied  a  aupplemental  act,  (.MRhed  by  Qovernor 
IcNnll;)  ihar,  nndrr  that  ac',(S, 080,000  bad  been 
received  in  sncfa  enrnncy  as  ibey  bad  chosen  to 
rBeeiv(!iiin,a«d  Ihat  ibalwas  the  only  capital  iiodc 
the  bank  had  ever  rrcived.  He  bad  then  gone 
OB  to  declare  tbai  this  banb — thus  raised  in  eor- 
raption,  as  the  gentleman  had  told  them,  and  in 
viotalion  of  ibe 'constitaticn  and  laws  of  Mis- 
sissippi— hail  been  rrcognised  by  Ihe  Le|tii.latBre 
of  thai  Stale,  which  bad  become  a  borrower  of 
Ihal  tiiaillaii«n.  He  bad  then  declared  that  Gov- 
ernor McNnlt,  in  his  meseage  as  late  as  1B40,  had 
said  that,  JD  this  matter,  be  bad  yielded  bisindivid- 
BrI  oplntr>na  to  the  voice  of  the  Sta'e,  bni  tbat  be 
had  not  itaen  pretended  to  say  that  these  bonds 
bad  been  onftirly  neftoliated;  or,  if  be  bad,  these 
eitraets  from  hie  menace  bad  been  nnfatrljqnoied; 
and  be  wonid  like  to  hear  ibe  gentleman  ftiale  ii, 
if  ifats  was  not  Ibe  ease. 

Mr.  Qvriw.  He  staled,  in  bis  mc»>ge,  that 
Ibe  bonds  were  sold  nnder  par,  and  in  violation  of 
Jaw. 

Mr.  Oa^MOER.    Bnl  be  rigned  ibe  bonds. 

Hr.  Gwiiv  No  donbt  of  thai. 
Mr.  GRAixna.  Governor  MrNnit  rlgas  these 
bonds,  and  tben  goes  on  in  prove,  by  bis  report  of 
the  staieof  that'  bank  and  i's  condirion,  ibit  there 
never  bad  been  a  dollar  in  it  bnl  the  tesnlis  ol  these 
boodr,  and  to  ihow  tbat  the  properly  of  ibis  bank, 
to  wbich  tfae  bondfaoldeni  were  to  look,  wat  not 
worth  one  dotlai. 

Mr.  O.  bad  not  Raid  anything  htie  as  of  bfs  own 
knowledge.  Hs  had  spoken  from  ibe  records,  fnr- 
iiii.bed  not  bj  tho<e  poliiieally  opposed  lo  ibe  gen- 
kBUB,  but  by  Governor  McNnit  himaelf  and  bii 
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political  frlTdR.  Altboofh  the  State  ofHisris- 
■ippi,  nn  her  fS.OOO.OOO  bond^  Irom  ibe  Planters' 
Elank,  for  which  hrr  faiih  had  been  pledged,  bad 
not  paid  her  interest  ficta  1839,  owing  to  the  em. 
barras.>iBeiili>  of  ihe  iime>,  or  perhaps  lo  the  fact 
tbat  Ibey  looked  to  ihe  bank,  in  the  flr^t  insianee, 
for  payment,  he  had  no  impniation  to  tsabenpoa 
her  from  this  caose.  It  arose  Irom  the  eatbarraa*- 
ments  of  the  times.  Be  ll  to.  He  bad  only  eoit- 
Ifndrd  thai  Ihe  |6,000,000  of  bonds  having  been 
made  in  good  faith,  and  the  money  for  them  ra 
ceived,  sboald  at  least  have  besn  acknowledged  in 
gocd  faiib. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  THOMPSON, 

OF  insBieeiPTi, 

l»  tkt  Hmu  rf  BeprtMMdiMS,  Jlttawrr  11,  1843. 

"Hie  Honie  resumed  tba  eonaideration  of  the 
aolioB  made  by  ihe  ge'nlleman  from  Penuylra- 
nia,  [Mr.  J.  R.  iMaBiaou,,]  to  print  10,000  extra 
eopiea  of  ihe  leports  of  ibe  najorilf  and  minority 
of  ibe  Oommti  tee  of  Ways  and  Means  agaiaai  the 
propoaiiiDB  to  iarae  |M0,0O0,aoO  Govemmenl 
alock  10  be  diMribaied  to  the  Siaies. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Missinippi  said:  I  wish 
locallon  this  Home  to  bear  witness  ibalneittaet 
nty  eolleagae  ni<r  myself  ha.«,  in  any  way,  thrnsi 
opon  IIS  ei«eideraiioc  the  refusal  of  oni  State  to 


made,  that,  in  alladiog  lo  ibisqiieEiion,  any  peraonal 
reflection  was  aimed  al  her  Repieseatatives  on  ibis 
floor.  Then  if  follows  that  the  Stale  of  Mieaisiippi 
has  been  attacked  for  ber  condael  In  ber  aoveirelfn 
and  independent  eharaeier;  and,  as  the  Represent- 
aiive  of  her  peopl^I  elaim  ihe  right  to  be  beard. 
Bat  ny  remarks  shall  be  pnrely  defeamve;  and  I 
will  not  be  betrayed  into  an  ataanlt  npon  any  other 
of  these  sovereign  States.  Sir,  wh*n  any  one  of 
these  iwealy-sii  Slates  has  acted  on  any  qnettion 
pGriaiDisg  lo  her  Internal  policy  alone,  far  be  it 
from  me  to  call  in  qnesiion  the  propriety  of  ber 
cundoct,  the  puriiy  of  her  motives,  or  the  honor  or 
honesty  of  her  principles.  It  shall  be  enough  far 
me  10  know  that  the  Eovereign  has  willed  it.  In 
nonarchleal  Governments,  Ihe  prinolple  of  law  is, 
that  the  King  can  do  no  wrnng.  In  these  tweaty. 
six  sovereign  lies,  I  feel  bound  lo  admit  that  no  one 
of  ihem  can  do  or  bss  done  a  dishonomble  act. 
On  the  Snpieme  bench  of  ihe  United  Stales,  Ihe 
jasiiccs  regard  the  decisions  made  In  any  one  of  the 
States,  by  the  highest  judicial  tribnnal  known  lo 
sacb  Stale,  on  any  qnestions  ioTolving  their  mnai- 
cipal  rtgalitions,  at  binding  npon  then — nol  by 
aiatnte,  bat  by  comity  and  respect  for  the  antbon- 
Ues  or  the  States.  The  policy  adopted  may  be  no- 
wise, may  be  destrnctive  ef  their  best  iniereals, 
but  can  never  be  destmetive  of  their  honor.  This 
band  0''  iwenty-sli  States,  with  honor  nnianiiaheri, 
wilt  never,  I  trasi,  inn  against  eiA  otiwr  and 
breathe  oat  the  foal  breath  of  aupieion  and  db- 
Irnst  upon  the  fair  name  and  good  character  of 
any  one  of  them.  Tba  others  will  explain,  pal- 
liale,  defend, and  justify  tbesnspected  and  slandered 
panj.  When. all  oibers  sboald  leave  and  desert 
Ihem,  Ibey  wiH  cleave  to  and  maintain  each  other. 

Bat,  iaslead  of  this  feeling,  have  we  witneswd 
no  aniiely  among  some  of  onr  sister  Slates,  and 
even  on  this  floor,  to  condemn  Uiniiaippi  for  ber 
laie  sciion,  and  proclaim  that  condemnation  abraad. 
Instead  of  heating  her  defence  with  paiienoe  and 
kindness,  like  sisters  gangrened  wiih  jealonty  at 
her  former  nnrivalied  prosperity,  iheyave  swin  iu 
(ha  eipres-^onoftheiropinioilof  b^r  fall,  and  show 
■n  aniiety  thai  all  lbs  werldafaonld  UBcbaritably 
and  nnhesitatinglj  eondrmn  her.  Some  of  the 
States  who  annually  rob  her,  by  vtnas  of  yonr 
plnndering  protective  policy,  of  more  than  a auffi- 
d(Dcy  10  meet  every  dollar  of  Intereal aeciaing 
from  her  public  debt,  seem  delighted  lo  proclaim 
hci  dishonor  lo  ihe  world.  Treated  in  this  way, 
she  enierialni  for  all  such  expressions  ofsentlment 
and  atiempis  al  cbastisemeni  the  most  soverefgn 
and  InelTabte  contempt. 

Bui  an  effort'  hss  been  mide  on  tbia  floor,  be- 
fore the  asMmb^ed  RepreaeDlativea  of  the  peottle 
of  Ihe  Uhit^  Stales,  lo  Bs  a  slain  npon  the  fair 
CMStebeoB  of  Missiaaippl.    She  baa  been  ckaried 


lIlCBBsioa  a  few  days  rfnoe,  adrottty  ■* ■Owl 
the  points  presented  by  my  eolleafne,  aad  eodniT- 
orediodrawoff  tba  mind  of  fbeHomeinaotlatiMl 
and  Immaterial  points.  Heasaame^^l.  Tkatttie 
Legiatatnre  and  the  Governor  repraaMied  Ae  Biwr, 
and,  in  all  Ibeiraeiinn  wiA  others,  AriM  tiM  fluw 
of  Missiaeippi.  3.  Tbat  ibis  Le^ialanre  adi  Gor- 
emor  passed  a  law  which  aaifcoriMd  ibe  bne  of 
H,000,000  bonds,  on  Oe  faith  and  aole  reSpoBii- 
bility  of  the  State.  3.  That,  in  poTsaaoae  of  that 
law,  Ibe  Governor  signed  the  amolnt  of  bonds, 
and  affixed  Ibe  seal  of  the  Biare  tbereto,  aad  deliv- 
ered Ihem,  as  bonds  of  the  Slate,  16  tbe  UbIob 
Bank.  4.  Hat  the  Union  Bank,  as  the  agent  of 
Ibe  Slate,  sold  the  bonds  at  par,  and  re«el^wJ  ibe 
money  for  and  in  behalf  ol  tfae  Stale)  abd',  tb«ra< 
fore,  tbat  tbe  Biate,  now  ihat  the  iiHtney  Is  sqiiaa- 
dered,  is  bound  in  good  faith  to  aeKaawterige  and 
pay  the  bonds. 

I  hope  I  state  tbe  gentleman's  points  fairly. 

In  reply,  I  deny  that  Ihe  Lrgistalnre  and  QoT- 
vemor  represent  lbs  sovereignty  of  Mlsslsi'lppi,  In 
an  nnqDiliSed  sense.  We  have  a  oohsiiiaion; 
and  ihal  is  Ibe  paramonnt  lav.  That  consiilnt)^ 
bai  expressly  forbidden  the  Legistajure  from  dolt^ 
cenain  iblngs.  It  has  fixed  ceilain  limili  beyond 
wbich  Ibe  Lcgislaiare  cannoi  go,  and  bt'ji'd  (h^  ped- 
pie  legally  or  morally.  Every  fHend  of  eonaiiiii- 
lional  govsrnment  will  yield  this  position.  Wiik 
Ibe  most  liberal  oeusiraciira  of  S^le  eonsii'ntioBa, 
tben,  1  will  say  that  the  Leglalattt're  and  Gofemot 
can  act  for  ihe  State  in  perfonalnt  traryibini 
which  is  not  denied  lo  Ihem  by  the  eonititatloaj 
and  everybody  is  bonnd  to  know  what  ptfwen  are 
denied  to  ibem. 

In  Ibe.secoi 
ever  passed  a 
of  ibal  State  tt 
iQe  Union  Bai 
Isane  Ihe  bond 
tbe  faith  of  ibi 
a  bill  to  that  e 
tbe  Legislalar 
OBf  coniiitatic 
leagne,  says  si 
leceive  the  aai 

fi&ssed  two  CO' 
ished  in  tbe  t 
Bute.  When 
Ibis  bill  had  b< 
tbe  way  of  bei 
lefosedto  snbi 


reaJ  six  timesj 
And  to  call  so 
three  times,  a 
legislation. 

In  the  third  place,  I  deny  thai  (be  Governor  ta- 
med the  bonda  of  tbe  Stale  when  be  signed  hie 
name  to  these  Union  Bank  bonds,  and  affixed  lbs 
seal  of  lbs  Slate  tbereto;  becaosc  Ibeie  was  no 
taw  aniboriaiiig  the  iesne  of  lbs  bonds  of  tbp  State, 
for  Ibe  pnrpoee  of  labing  sioch  in  tbe  Ooipn  Buk 
for  tbe  Siale.  What  he  did,  therefore,  w^  wiQi< 
oat  antbotiiy,  and  ia  frand  of  the  people's  riflitsi 
and  therefore  nnll  and  void. 

In  tbe  foarth  place,  I  deny  Ibal  the  baak  waa 
the  BgtBI  of  tbe  Slate  in  aellmB  ftnd  dJipMllg  of 
her  bonds.  For,  tbongb  tbe  Lirgislatnra  baa  an 
nndonbted  righi  to  create  a  iMnkiBg  nCTiMtaiJAn; 
and  tbongb  a  law  ma;  be  conatUniipMl  inpan, 
and  tbua  far  valid,  while  it  is  nnooBsiitaiisB^in 
otbei  pans;  yet,  as  tbe  State  bad  pataed  aolati^for 
Ibe  issne  of  these  boads,  tbe  Govcnot  kt^aie- 
cated  Ihem  wilboat  aalhoriqt.  He  di^NRWd  of 
Ihem  fay  ddivor;  to  the  bank  wlihou  apihlirlty; 
Dm  bank  Nenlvsd  ibam  wiihoat  aniboilir,  aM«»> 
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Med  of  thMn  to  Mr.  BiddJ«  without  authority 
ttom  the  people  of  cbe  Stmte  of  Mississippi. 
"Now,  SIC,  bere  is  tb«  whole  easet  Certain  bonds 
are  o«t*  signed  by  A  Q.  McNatt,  and  having  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  affiled  thereto;  and,  when 
tiwse  aie  presented,  I  admit  a  jmnia  /sew  cast  is 
nade  ont  against  ihe  Stale.    We  plead  fiofutl/bfl* 


We  say  they  are  not  our  act  and  deed;  and 
apoA  Ibis  kaae  we  stand  before  the  world.  The 
hitfdeii  of  proof  is  npon  us,  and  we  show  our  oon« 
stiiniion  is  the  snpreme  law. '  To  pledge  the  faith 
^theSute,a  bill  most  be  read  six  times— three 
times  by  eaeh  ooneeentive  Legislstnre.  The  pre- 
tended law,  hn  pnrsoance  of  which  the  bonds  in 
qnesdoa  were  issued,  was  never  read  bnt  three 
iimet;  and  therefore  was  a  bill  then  pending,  and 
not  a  law.  We  look  into  the  contract  of  the  sale 
•  of  these  bonds,  and  we  find  that  the  purchaser  had 
not  eonstmctiTe,  bat  actual  notice  of  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  defectiveness  el  the  law; 
for  these  faels  are  tmbodied  in  the  contract  be- 
tween the  agents  of  the  bank  and  the  purchaser. 
We  therefm  eay,  Yen  dealt  with  the  bank;  you 
did  not  trust  the  State;  these  are  not  our  bonds; 
and,  to  admit  them  as  sach,  wontd  not  only  do  rio- 
lence  to  our  fundamental  law,  but  be  admitting  an 
itttmth. 

This  is  the  position  assumf  d  by  the  State,  in  her 
Legislature.  In  these  positions,  I  believe  in  my 
eonaeieiiea  she  is  right. 

Thisisnotthe  position  occupied  by  Governor 
MeNutt,  whose  course  has  been  animadverted 
upon  with  so  much  severity.  And  I  wish  to  in- 
foror  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  Gover- 
nor MeNutt  is  not  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
that  the  Legislature  has  not  adopted  his  reasoning 
in  resisting  the  acknowledgment  of  these  bonds. 
As  Governor  McNutt  signed  the  bonds,  he  cannot 
deny  his  authority,  which  the  people  do.  Bat  his 
position  is  this:  He  alleges,  (and  with  truth,)  that 
he  delivered  these  bonds  to  the  bank  as  cterowf, 
to  be  valid  again&t  the  State  on  the  performance 
of  certain  conditions  precedent  one  was,  that  the 
bonds  i^ould  not  be  sold  below  par.  He  oon- 
tendi  (and  the  fact  is  so)  that  the  bonds  were  sold 
bek>w  par,  having  been  sold  on  a  credit,  and  the 
bends  bearing  interest  from  da>e.  Another  point 
is,  that  the  l^nds,  by  the  endorsement  of  the  bank, 
were  made  sterling  bonds,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
their  creation.  He  further  contends  that  there 
was  Inyjid  and  collusion  in  the  sale  of  the  bonds; 
and,'a8  the  JSlxecntive  of  the  State,  he  officially  in- 
formed the  purchasers  of  his  belief  of  the  exist- 
ence of  fraud,  and  of  his  determination  to  resist 
their  payment.  Years  have  transpired  since  that 
time;  and  yet  the  bond-holders  have  made  no  ef- 
fort la  disprove  these  allegations. 

Sbetioa  10  of  the  general  provisions  of  the  con- 
f^tioB  is  in  these  words:  "The  Legi^latDre  shall 
dbect  by  law  in  what  manner  and  in  what  courts 
pQits  may  be  brought  against  the  State.**  In  pur- 
•aaneeor  this  provision,  a  law  was  passed  giving 
this  jurisdiction  to  our  court  of  chancery;  and  an 
appMl  can  be  taken  by  either  party  to  the  high 
eonrt  of  errors  and  appeals.  I  believe  all  the 
Judges  upon  the  bench,  in  t^ie  chancery  and  court  of 
enors  and  appeals,  are  kindly  disposed  to  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bends  by  the  State.  Why,  then, 
haTe  not  the  holders  of  these  condemned  bonds 
enme  before  these  courts,  and  met  these  charges? 
The  courts  areopeo,  and  they  have  declined  to  vin- 
dicate their  rightful  possession  of  the  bonds  in  a  legit- 
imate way.  They  prefer  to  get  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  GaARoaa]  to  pour  out  invective 
against  GoTemor  McNutt,  and  slander  upon  Mis- 
•MPpi. 

[AinQftANcaa  here  interrupted  Mr.  T.,and  said 
that  he  knew  no  one  of  the  holders  of  these  bonds  ] 

From  this  dreumatance,  however,  the  presump- 
tion it  strong,  if  the  conclusion  is  not  inevitable 
that  the'bond-holders  dared  not  come  to  the  issue. 

But  why  attack  Qovemor  McNutt?  He  is  not 
the  acting  Governor  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  pri- 
Tate  citiaen.  Nor  was  he  the  candidate  when  the 
people  decided  this  quetticn.  The  present  chief 
magiatrate  of  that  State  was,  at  that  memorable 
erat  (iBdS.)  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  He 
icdeied  then,  with  his  strong  and  vigorous  tntel- 
)tety  the  paaie  and  distress  feeling  which  gOTemed 


the  Legislature.  When  that  body  read  this  sup- 
plement the  third  time,  and  refused  to  snbmit  it  to 
the  people,  he  entered  bis  solemn  pretest  upon  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  against  the  measure,  as  un- 
constitutional. This  protest  was  published  in  most 
of  our  papers,  and  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds 
must  have  known  the  fact;  and,  in  the  year  1841, 
the  people  called  him  from  private  life,  against  his 
interest  and  his  inclination;  and,  in  spite  of  his 
protesutions  to  the  contrary,  into  the  chief  magis- 
tracy of  the  State,  as  the  representative  and  imbodi- 
ment  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people 
on  this  question.  On  this  question  he  took  the  high 
ground  of  constitutionality,  on  which  the  contest  of 
1841  turned. 

We  thick  we  owe  it  to  the  cause  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  to  take  the  course  we  have  pursued. 
It  has  cost  the  State  no  little  effort  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  her  institutions.  We  haye  Had,  and 
still  have,  obstinate  prejudices  to  encounter;  the 
frowns  and  denunciations  of  the  Interested  to  resist; 
and  the  averted  looks  of  some  of  our  best  friends. 
But  our  people  have  never  quailed.  Slandered  and 
deaouncf  d,  we  liave  stood  the  firmer  and  the  more 
resolute  in  our  settled  purpose,  with  the  hope  tfoat 
the  day  would  come  when  our  sister  Stales  would 
do  OS  fall  and  ample  justice.  We  have  passed  the 
Rubicon;  and  to  Rome  we  will  go.  We  have  the 
meat  cofudcrreH;  and  we  abide  our  time.  But 
suppose  we  are  wrong.  Suppose  our  position  is  un- 
tenable; yet  you  must  confess  that  we  are  frank, 
manly,  fearless,  and  above  disgnif  e.  You  must 
admit,  if  we  afb  sinners — which^I  emphatically 
deny^we  are  bold,  sinners.  Our  courage  must 
command  your  respect,  though  our  course  may  net 
meet  your  approbation,  yff  do  not.  mean  to 
promise  and  deceive,  when  we  do  not  mean  to  pay; 
we  do  nor  intend  to  sneak  out  of  our  liabilities; 
we  do  not  intend  to  read  homilies  about  the 
sanctity  of  contracts,  and  fulfil  none  of  our 
own.  There  are  ten  States  of  this  Union,  and 
one  Territory,  new  under  protest;  there  are  six 
more  that  l>orrowed  money  daring  the  last  year  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  their  treasury.  There 
are  seven  that  owe  no  debt,  and  three  have  passed 
thus  far  unscathed.  Why,  then,  is  there  such  a 
disposition  to  pounce  npon  my  State?  Our  case 
will  not  answer  as  a  precedent  for  any  of  you  to 
repudiate  your  jUst  debts.  No  State  in  the  Union 
has  such  a  horror  of  debt;  and  no  State  had  endeavor- 
ed so  much  to  goard  its  people  against  debt  as  Mis- 
sissippi, h  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yolk  that  he  would  not  complain  if  we  were  to 
plead  insolvency.  If  we  would  trample  our  con- 
stitution under  foot,  and  acknowledge  a  null  and 
void  obligation,  he  would  be  content;  tmt  it  was 
shameful  to  rely  upon  such  obsolete  ideas  as  the 
constitution.  What  we  promise,  we  expect  to 
pay;  and  when  we  do  not  expect  to  pay,  we  will 
not  promise*  And  I  ean  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  there  is  one  pass  to  which  we 
will  never  come— there  is  one  degree  of  self-abase- 
ment, at  which  the  proud  spirit  of  every  Mississip- 
plan,  be  he  Whig  or  Democrat,  will  start  back 
from  with  shuddering  and  dismay.  Mississippi, 
by  or  through  any  one  of  her  Representatives,  will 
never  prostrate  herself  before  the  footstool  of 
Federal  power,  and  say,  with  a  dogged  and  craven 
feeling.  Pay  my  debs,  or  I  will  disgrace  myself  by 
repudiation;  steal  I  must,  if  you  do  not  give  me 
money  enough  to  keep  me  from  starration.  If 
Mississippi  cannot  pay  her  debts,  the  whole  affair 
shall  be  her  own.  She  will  scorn  to  involve 
others  with  her.  She  will  suffer  in  silence  the  dis- 
credit and  dishonor,  if  sooh  it  may  be  considered; 
but  she  will  never  ask  her  sister  Slates  to  bear  her 
burdens..  If  she  has  none  of  that  spirit  by  which 
she  could  raise  men  to  Heaven,  I  thank  God  she 
has  none  of  that  other  spirit,  by  which  she  would 
draff  angels  down. 

The  gentbman  from  Maryland  said  that  the 
issue  was  relief  or  repudiation.  But  I  aay,  Ai- 
anme  ih«  debts  of  the  States  to  the  amount  of 
$900,000,000  in  the  way  propoeed,  and  the  issue 
in  this  GoTernment  will  be  repudiation.  And  here, 
in  advance,  in  my  place,  I  avow  th^  sentiment-— 
that,  in  the  event  of  that  assumption,  J  am  for  an 
open,  nnquaUflej),  and  immediate  repudiation  of 
the  whole  mass.    Now,  sir,  let  that  be  written' 


down  as  the  opinion  and  nnalterable  resolit 
of  one  Representative  on  this  floor.  Shotid 
that  vast  Trojan  horse,  with  the  engines  cf 
destruction  concealed  in  his  caviiy,  be  iairD> 
duccd  into  this  hall  throagh  a  breach  cf  tin 
Constitution— the  solid  walls  which  fortify  ov 
liberty— -there  is  no  escape  but  in  repudiation.  U 
that  remedy  be  not  applied,  this  happy  and  glen* 
ous  Union  will  soon  be  foiever  severed  in  iwiis. 
The  people  of  thi&  country  will  nerer  submit  that 
the  just  shall  suffer  for  the  unjust,  the  prudent  for 
the  imprudent,  the  wi^e  for  the  unwise.  Hoctb 
Carolina  will  never  submit  to  pay  (he  debts  of  la. 
diana;  nor  will  New  Jersey  agree  to  pay  the  debb 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir,  no  man  feels  more  deeply  foi  theStatfs 
which  are  involved  in  debt  than  I  do.  No  sua 
sen  more  clearly  the  almost  utter  impossiblUty  for 
several  of  theoi  to  extricate  themselree  from  ib» 
financial  difficulties.  From  my  inmoet  beirt,  I 
sympathize  wbh  thrm;  but  may  my  tongue  deafc 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth-*may  this  heart  (wkick, 
I  fru^t,  beats  with  some  little  patrioiirm)  eeaae  lo 
pubaie — before  one  word  of  censure  shall  escape 
these  lips,  let  them  adopt  what  policy  soever  (bey 
may  deem  best.  I  doubt  not  their  honor;  and,  ii 
their  heavy  embarrassments,  they  will  do  ri^ 
Thty  have  been  cheated,  deceived,  misled.  1^ 
have  been  lired.  by  the  ignis  Jaluui  of  bank  cifd- 
its,  from  the  old  paths  of  economy  into  the  qitf* 
mire  of  extravasance  and  profligacy;  and  now,  b 
the  hour  of  difficulty,  ihe  treacherous  phaaica 
vanishes  into  thin  air.  I  will  stand  by  the  Stato; 
and  I  will  palliate,  excuse,  and  (as  far  as  may  be) 
justify  their  conduct.  All  of  them  together,  and 
each  separately,  form  tbj  country:  and  theUa- 
guage  of  my  heart  is.  May  my  country  be  alwajs 
right;  but,  rij^bt  or  wrong,  1  will  always  etand^ 
my  country. 

It  is  true,  1  say,  that  I  cannot  see  how  many  of 
the  States  can  pay  their  debts.  No  eiTiloed  na- 
tion, except  this  young  giant,  ever  yet  paid  a  for- 
eii>n  debt  of  any  considerable  amount.  In  soaa 
of  the  State5,  the  exports— the  surplus  product CMt- 
ried  out  of  the  State  and  sold — ^e  about  equal  ip 
the  annual  interest  to  be  paid  by  such  States.  Tlui 
intyesi  will  be  >o  much  subtracted  from  the  adin 
circulation.  It  is  taken  away,  and  no  returaii 
made  for  it.  The  rent/ and  profits  of  farms,  ia- 
stead  of  being  spent  in  their  improvement  and  en- 
largement, will  be  carried  away  to  the  fore^ 
lords  of  ihel  manor.  By  this  process,  in  a  £» 
years,  the  whole  country  woold  be  involved  in  ir- 
retrievable and  intolerable  roin.  The  entire  debt 
of  the  States  and  cities,  and  Federal  GovanoMai, 
IB  1379,388,760.  The  interest  on  this  amoant  ii 
f  14,893,832.  The  whole  export  of  domcstie  prod- 
uce, in  1841,  from  the  United  States,  waa  |10^- 
000,000.  Of  this  amount,  14  per  cent,  ia  lo  be 
paid  for  interest.  This  will  exceed  by  far  the  pra^ 
its  on  the  eiport.  It  amounts  to  85  eents  on  eve^ 
barrel  of  flour,  and  i(4  35  on  every  bale  of  coctoe. 
Sir,  it  is  evident  that  it  cannot  l>e  paid.  The  ^ 
fort  will  most  surely  involve  us  more  deeply  ia 
distresa  and  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  verily  believe  that,  with  tiie ex- 
ception of  the'  Uniitd  Slates,  there  is  scarcely  a  cif^ 
ilized  nadon  in  the  world  able  to  pay  her  debn. 
Suppo^  the  interest  on  the  English  dkbt  payable 
abroad  for  one  year;  at  the  end  of  that  tiaK,  ibtf 
supercilious  and  haughty  Government  would  be 
brought  low  in  the  dust,  and  would  beoonae  oae 
splendid  but  desolate  wreck.  Her  bank  ciical^ 
tion  is  not  quite  ^30,000,000.  The  aoionnt  of  her 
annual  taxation  is  'about  ^60.000  OOCT,  or  fSOi^ 
000,000.  Her  annual  interest  is  43O,OOO»000,  or 
near  f  150,000,000.  Now,  suppose  this  entire  sua 
of  interest  were  due  the  1st  day  of  January,  1644, 
to  be  paid  to  France  or  this  country,  Gmt  BriiaiD 
would  be  drained  of  every  dollar  of  buUioa  the 
possessed,  and,  on  the  day  of  payment,  there  woaH 
be  an  awful  crash  of  her  whole  paper  system.  The 
purchase  of  foreign  corn,  a  few  years  sinee*  eawe^ 
such  a  drain  of  bullion,  as  to  shake  the  Beak  ti 
Bngland  to  its  centre.  Her  advantage  now  ia^  *st 
her  debt— near  |4,000,000,000-r-is  dne  al  hsac, 
and  in  the  payment  of  tax,  and  then  of  M%  Ae 
paper  money  of  the  kingdom,  basei) 
credit  of  the  Government,  fljws  in 
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BQfbiog  at  vnrj  re^okklion  the  profits  of  the  io* 
dosuy  of  the  mate,  and  at grrgates  them  fer  the 
fews  the  qaantity  u  oot  dimmished,  bot  it  has  the 
eaateity  of  bciof  almost  indefioitely  enlarged. 

lie  debt  of  Aos-ria  is  ^0,000,000,  or  near 
f400» 000,000;  and  her  reyenties  the  last  >ear  were 
iftnfficirat  to  meet  ibe  demands  upon  her  treasury. 
Fraoceowes  ^191,893,053,  or  near  |1, 000.000,000; 
nd  her  income  is  tnadeqoate  to  ber  wants,  and 
the  is  in  search  of  new  objects  of  taxation.  Hol- 
land owes  ^100,000,000;  Denmark,  ^16.000,000; 
Prussia,  4«9,000,000;  Naples,  ^20,000,000i  Rus- 
sia owes  ^50,000.000,  or  pear  (250,000,000;  and 
Spain  aeknoiriedi^es  a  debt  ot  jf89,600,000,  and 
the  has  ^0902,030,000  which  she  repadtaies.  But  it 
is  all  tfae  samei  she  pays  none,  and  can  pay  none. 
PortogaP«(  debt  is  ^19,086,133,  and  sbeisanable 
in  pay  anything,  and  i^e  bas  (suspended.  But  it 
is  eroel  to  torn  to  the  South  American  Govern* 
ments;  they  have  all  saapeoded,  except  the  Brazils, 
Whose  debt  is  ^15,500,000;  and  they  are  now^en- 
]oying  all  the  p  osperity  of  an  expanded  paper 
system,  which  will  soon  burst,  and  involve  the 
Qovernment  in  rnln  and  bankruptcy. 

Prom  this  cursory  review  of  the  debts  of  na- 
dcns,  it  is  apparent  that  iheir  debts  can  never  be 
paid:  and  if  it  be  conceded  (which  f  do  n«(,  be- 
caose  the  revenue  in  each  one  of  the  abovenamed 
naduns,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  is  now  short  of 
the  accnriag  demands  upon  their  treasury)  that 
the  interest  on  this  stupendous  mass  of  indebted- 
ness will  be  met,  yer  generation  after  generation 
wilt  be  ears-  d  with  its  weight — will  be  bom  with 
this  pack-saddle  on  their  backs,  to  be  rode  and  spur- 
red, and  driven  by  the  fundmongers  and  stockjob- 
btrs  of  the  world.    I  am  further  persuaded,  in 
Diy  own  mini,  that  the  debts  of  many  of  the  States 
caanoi,  and  will  never,  be  paid.    But  shall  we  de- 
sert Our  eoilntr3r  in  that  eyentl    Shall  we  desert  it 
as  a  den  of  thieves  and  swindlers?    Withered  be 
the  heart  that  could  conceive  such  a  thought;  blis* 
trred  be  the  tongue  that  could  utter  such  a  senti- 
ment.   In  that  event,  what  will  become  of  th^Lgea- 
tlearan  from  New  York?  [Mr.  GBanoBa.]    which 
way  will  he  go?    To  Texa^l    Why,  she  has  twice 
lepndiaird.     Moreover,  the  slave  owners   might 
give  the  gentleman  too  warm  a  reception  in^ihat 
quarter.    To  Mexicol    Q^t  is  bankrupt,  and  has 
aueapied  to  repudiate  her  honest  debts.    To  Eng- 
land, the  arrogant  tone  of  whose  dtixers  the  gen- 
tienaa  bas  attempted  to  reflect  on  this  fleorl — to 
Bngland,  the  great  highway  robber  of  the  world?— 
to  Baglandy  where  be  could  join  the  hypocritical 
abolitionists  in  oppressing  and  acgtieving  outraged 
Ireland?— to  England,  where  36,000,000  of  pre- 
leaded  freeme^i  are  laboring  and  toiling  by  day, 
aad  shiTering  with  cold  and  hunger,  poverty  and 
di&treas,  by  night,  to  pay  the  interest  on  her  public 
debt,  owned  by  389,751  lords,  and  proprietors  of 
the  country— a  debt  contracted  in  fraud,  and  per- 
petuated in  the  blood  of  her  people — a  debt  whldi 
is  so  grinding  the  face  of  the  great  laboring  mass^ 
u  wiHsoon  render  (beir  sufferings  intolerable?  Sir, 
Bogland— exacting  and  purse-proud  England^s 
the  very  mother  of  repudiation.    The  instances  in 
her  history  are  too  numerous  for  me  now  to  enu- 
merate.   I  pass  by  her  frequent  depreciation  of  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom;  thereby  defrauding 
ber  public  creditors  of  the  difference.  I  pass  by  the 
tinprinoipled  robbery  of  the   depositors  of  their 
mon<>y  in  the  exchequer,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
IT,  on  the  faith  of  the  Gbvernmen';  by  which  thou- 
sands were  directly  or  indirectly  ruined.    But  the 
▼ery  foundation  of  her  present  debt  is  an  enormous 
/rand.    The  Government  borrowed  f  1,333,526*,  at 

8  per  cent.,  pledging  her  faith  for  its  redemption;  to 
be  spent,  I  believe,  in  part,  for  ber  navy. 

The  Clovernment  soon  suspended  payment  for 
one  year,  then  indefinitely;  the  public  creditors 
were  involved  in  ruin;  they  brought  suit  in  the 
(Durts,  and,  after  twelve  years,  obtained  judgment. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  overruled  the 
Courts,  and,  on  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Bxeheqoer.  The  debt,  by  this  time,  amounted  to 
^,438,636  Parliament,  at  this  s'age,  took  it  in 
hand,  after  a  fapse  of  twenty  6 ve  year?,  and,  l-y 
itaiate,  dec'ared  the  creditors  should  receive  only 

9  per  cent,  on  the  principal,  and  that  the  principal 


could  be  redeemed  with  one-half.  Thus,  a  debt  of 
f  17,000  000,  at  8  per  cent.,  was  reduced  to  f3  000,- 
000,  at  3  per  cent.  Hume  speaks  of  it  thus:'  **lt 
was  a  forfeiture  of  public  credit,  and  an  open  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  engagements,  both  for- 
eign and  domestic.*^ 

In  the  Long  Parliament,  the  church  lands  were 

seized  and  disposed  of.    The  money  arising  there- 

'  from  was  appropriated  by  the  Government.    After* 

wards,  the ,  lands  were  restored  to  the  church;  but 

the  money  received  wa^  most  unjusMy  retained. 

Again,  in  1797,  the  Government  forced  the  bank 
to  su  pend  specie  payment;  and  not  long  after.  Par- 
liament adopted  this  resolution:  'That the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  England  have  been,  and  are  at  this 
time,  held  in  public  estimation  equivalent  to  the 
legal  coin  of  the  same  value,  and  generally  accepted 
as  such  in  all  pecuniary  transactions  to  which  such 
coin  is  lawfully  applicable."  At  that  very  time 
bank  notes  were  10  per  cent,  below  par.  Parlia- 
ment, therefore,  declared  a  falsehood;  and  they  fol- 
lowed it  up  b^  pa&siog  a  law,  which  punished  with 
fine  and  imprisonment  all  persons  who  received  it, 
or  paid  it  away,  for  less  than  its  par  value.  The 
bank  no'es  afterwards  depreciated  30,  30,  40,  and, 
at  one  time,  to  41  percent  All  public  creditors 
were  required  to  receive,  this  depreciated  paper,  un- 
der heavy  penalties  for  refusal;  and  the  computa- 
tion that,  on  the  debt  contracted  before  1800,  she^ 
gained  (and  of  course  creditors  lost)  by  their  pay-' 
ment  of  depreciated  paper  ^7,000,000,  er  (137,- 
000,000.  This  was  a  very  pretty  financial  opera- 
tion. If  Mississippi  wtre  allowed  to  pay  her  debt 
in  the  depreciated  bank  paper  of  that  State,  she 
would  soon  be  vastly  easy  on  that  score. 

With  these  fact^ariog  them  in  the  face,  does 
it  not  require  a  large  share  of  Christian  forbear- 
ance to  hear  Englishmen  talk  of  the  good  faflh  and 
bad  faith  of  nations?  And  how  contemptible  and 
humiliating  it  is  to  find  an  American  citizen  join- 
ing in  the  cry,  and  speaking  of  American  bad  faith 
and  American  dishonor,  whose  whole  history  pre- 
sents the  fairest  page  of  any  nation  on  earth  on 
this  subj^!ctt  Bat  if  a  man  do  not  claim  the  rights 
and  respect  due  to  a  gentleman,  the  world  will  not 
accord  them  to  him:  so  it  is  with  a  nation.  And  it 
is  due  to  England  to  say,  that,  when  she  robe  and 
swindles,  she  does  it  boldly,  by  a  statute,  which 
receives  the  sanction  of  his  meet  gracious  Majesty, 
on  whose  vast  empire,  it  is  boastingly  said,  the  stu 
never  sets. 

Suppose  the  gentleman  should  go  to  France: 
will  he  then  have  .reached  a  soil  which  has  never 
been  stained  with  the  damnable  sin  of  repudiation? 
It  was  here  (as  Sir  Walter  Scou  has  it)  **that  the 
depreciated  assignats  were  raised  to  par  by  guillo- 
tining those  who  sold  or  bonght  them  for  less  than 
their  full  value."  The  livre  current  contains  less 
than  one  sixty-sixth  part  of  the  coin  it  did  in  former 
times. 

In  1797,  the  debt  of  France  was  |966,000,000; 
hut,  in  order  to  continue  the  invasion  of  Germany 
aad  Italy,  the  army  required  #56,000,000;  and  it 
became  necessary  to  make  a  decisive  movement 
with  the  revenue  of  the  Government;  and  this  ex- 
pedient was  fallen  upon:  Two- thirds  of  the  public 
debt— amounting  to  $644,000,000 — was  struck  off, 
without  any  notice  to  the  fund-holder,  and  without 
any  excose,  sare  the  waiits  of  the  army;  leaving 
a  public  debt  of  only  $333,000,000.  Here  Is  a 
flagrant  and  moi^t  ontrageous  repudiation  of  an 
amount  more  than  double  the  whole  indebtedness 
of  ihe  United  States.  Although  this  must  be  an 
acknowledged  wrong,  yet  I  like  the  spirit  which 
promp's  this  jusificaiion  by  the  French  historian, 
M.  Thiers:  "Measures  of  this  nature  inflict,  like 
revolutions,  much  individual  hardship;  but  people 
must  submit  to  them  whea  they  have  become  inevit- 
able.*^ Tne  spirit  which  actuated  the  French  his- 
torian in  defending  bis  country,  forms  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  evinced  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Will  the  gentleman  go  to  Spain?  The  require- 
ments  of  heir  trea-^ury  this  year  are  about  |60,000,- 
000.  She  has  strained  her  taxing  powers  to  the  ut- 
most, and  the  expectation  is  that  the  revenue  will 
not  exceed  $40,0t)O»0O0;  and  it  is  suggested  that  a 
proposition  will  be  made  to  borrow  money  from  the 
Sbylocks  of  Bngtmnd,  and  allow  the  dirties  upon 


imports  to  he  collected  in  English  porta.  But 
Spain  is  hopelessly  bankrupt  It  is  no  better  with 
Aostrla  and  Holhind,  although,  by  heavy  exertion, 
they  continue  to  pay;  but  they  have  both  twioe  re- 
pudiated heavy  aaaounta.  Where,  then,  will  the 
gentleman  go?  To  Portogal,  Graeoe,  Oolomhia, 
Buenoa  Ayrea,  Chili,  PemT  lliey  are  all  bank- 
mpt.  Where  will  be  go?  I  judga  it  wonld  amt 
him  bebt  }o  ingratiate  himaell  with  the  Ottoasan 
Porte.  There  he  will  find  many  a  bright  eye  aad 
ruddy  cheek,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  my  friend  froai 
Illinois,  the  gentleman  exccl9  in  the  parlor  and 
drawing-room. 

Now  let  Qs  return  to  our  own  ooantry.  And 
how  does  she  stand  in  history  in  regnrd  t#  her  own 
indebtedness?  It  is  well  known  that,  daring  tha 
revolutionary  war,  Congress  ordered  to  be  iseoed, 
on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  MM),000,000  of 
what  are  called  continental  bills.*  I  learn  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  however,  that  |940,000,000 
were  is  fu^  issued;  and  the  last  aet  in  the  drama 
is  tbos  graphically  drawn  by  Mr.  Jefferson: 

%  continned  to  circulate  and  d«>reciat«titt  the  end  of  178S 
when  Itbad  fallea  to  75  for  1;  and  the  money  chenlaied  from 
the  French  aim/  l)ein£  by  that  time  eeneit>le  in  all  the  States 
ooith  of  the  Potomac,  uie  paper  ceaeed  Ite  drcalatioo  altogether 
in  thoee  Statee.  In  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  it  continued  a 
year  longer;  withm  which  time  it  fell  to  1,000  for  1,  and  tbeo 
expired,  ae  it  had  done  Id  the  other  Suiee,  without  a  eiogle 
groan.  Not  a  murmur  waa  heard,  on  thie  occteion,  among  ttie 
people.  On  the  contrary.  unlTernl  congratolatione  took  place 
on  their  eeeinc  thie  figanuc  meee,  whoee  diaeolutioo  had  thread 
eaed  coovuleione which  ahould  ehake  their  infant  confederacy 
to  ite  centre,  guietl j  interred  in  ite  fiave.  Foreignera,  indeed 
who  do  not,  lik^  the  nativee,  teel  indulgence  for  ite  memdry,ae 
of  a  twing  which  haa  Tindicated  their  lib^rtiee,  and  fallen  bi  tha 
moment  of  Tictory,haTe  tMonlood,  and  eiiU  are  loud,  in  their 
compl^nte.  A  few  of  them  have  reason;  but  the  meet  noiey  of 
ihem  are  not  the  best  of  them.  They  are  persons  who  bare 
become  bankrupt  by  unakilfnl  auempu  at  commerce  with 
America.  That  they  may  have  some  pretext  to  otTer  to  their 
creditoia,  they  have  bought  up  great  masaea  of  thie  dead  money 
in  America,  where  it  la  to  be  had  at  6,000  Ibr  1;  and  thmr 
ahow  the  certtficatee  of  thehr  paper  poMeaeiona,  aa  if  they  had  aU 
died  in  their  handa,  and  had  iMen  thecauae  of  their  beokrupt- 
cy.'» 

This  was  not  a  dishonorable  repudiation.  Oh  no! 
But  here  was  a  most  sacred  debt  left  unprovided 
for.  I  east  no  censure  upon  our  ancestors  or  our- 
selves for  failing  to  redeem  the  national  faith.  It 
has  all  turned  out  right. 

Bnt  again.  The  States  issued  §900,000,000  of 
bills  of  credit,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  estimates  it;  and 
what  became  of  all  that  vast  amount?  Have  the 
glorious  Old  Thirteen  ever  paid  all  their  debtkl  If 
so,  when?  and  how?  Did  Virginia,  Iforth  Caroli- 
na, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  or  Masuphusetts 
ever  discharge  their  debts,  for  the  pajrment  of 
which  they  pledged  their  faith?  Not  a  dollar,  ao 
far  as  I  know  and  believe,  was  ever  redeemed. 
And  shall  we  put  down  all  these  revolotienary 
States  as  dishonored  repudiators,  for  refusing  to 
pay  their  honest  debts?  Not  at  all.  They  did 
right.    Mr.  Jefferson  explains  it  in  this  way: 

"Brery  oi^  through  whose  hands  a  bill  pasaed,  lost  on  that 
bill  what  it  loet  in  ralue  daring  the  time  It  waa  in  hia  handi. 
Thia  was  a  real  tax  on  him."  *  *  *  <'A  0K>de  of  taxatloa 
the  most  oppresiiTe  of  all,  becaoss  the  most  uosqaal  of  alL" 

Here  is  a  history  in  advance  of  many  of  the 
Stale  dehts.    Such  is  my  candid  opinion. 

Bnt,  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  thoee  who  try  to 

echo  foreign  sentiment  and  feeling  en  this  floor,  I 

wish  to  read  another  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson^ 

letter  to  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  written  in  Paris  in  1786. 

*'American  repotatiott  in  Bampe  ie  not  such  as  to  iM  flatter- 
ing to  its  citiaena.  Two  circumstanoeeaieparticulariyol^ect* 
ea  to  ua'  the  non- pay  ment  of  our  debia,  and  the  want  of  enecgr 
in  our  OoTomment.  Theee  diacourage  a  connexion  with  oe.  i 
own  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  good  will  ariae  fna^  the  deeirac- 
tion  of  our  credit.  I  eee  nothing  else  which  can  restrain  our 
diapoeition  to  luxury,  and  to  the  change  of  tlioee  manners 
which  alone  can  preeerve  republican  go?emmenL" 

Here  yon  find  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  a 
Republican  and  a  patriot.  All  this  was  done  by 
the  most  glorious  class  of  politicians  that  ever 
lived.  And  suppose,  in  those  days,  a  member  of 
the  American  Congress  had  attempted  to  rise  In 
hia  place  and  cast  obloquy  upon  any  member  of 
this  confederacy  for  refusing  to  provide  ibr  the  pay- 
ment of  her  honest  debt^,  for  which  she  had  pledge 
ed  her  faith;  ihe  murmnrs  of  discontent,  if  not 
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•  Nora.— Since  the  dellTery  of  ehle  apeech,  1  And,  \fj  refcr- 
ring  to  the  appendix  to  Mr.  Imosrsoll's  apeech  on  the  nacal 
bank  btll,  that  three  hundred  and  aizty  roiUiona  of  doUars  of  con* 
tinsntfl  money  was  iaaued  aa  early  aa  the  year  1778,  which  wss 
noTer  redeemed.  I  wiali  thia  appendix  could  be  read  by  every 
freeman  hi  the  Vnited  States. 
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of  MiBMapt,  wobM  kiM  UM  ikcM  kalU,  ud  tlw 
lapvdHt  mcBbu  ■bald  luve  been  nlenvd.  Sir, 
«lMn  Iber  brned  Hut  banner  ol  »ita  and  siripe*. 
M  frit  am  MiBil  iBKrtst  io  Ibe  irpnuiii'D  of  eaciii 
^if'tteMffai^.-capooaaroite  wii  lo  b«  diin- 
•a^  by  idr  nmiw,  tbe;  all  felt  &  hoi;  bailor  at 
ctanMiiUng  ib>  uiiatj  dttd.'  Bai  what  bave  ^ 
MvasiaoBrtrisqaBaliMbaBbeeiiap.  ABNlamcffoii 
mnt*  «>  caai  re^DMcli  aod  diifia^e  «B  oae  of  thtw 
Swim.  BuptKiK  tte  geiitlanaa  thookl  stMwecd, 
Mripnnud*  itM  wocU  ihat  omoT  lb«i«Suilta 
hu  acipd  diaboBonbl;,  BBVunbilr.  Obv  mocb 
bas  be  fimedl  WonJa  ii  giTe  ibai  lanilemui  any 
i4mure  10  duAD  Ibe  lepataiioa  of  Mistiwippil 
WiMa  her  atme  Tor  boDor  and  GdelJif  was  gone, 
■odM  ii  piodiM  a  Ibiill  ia  bin  bear!  for  ibe  wodd 
lufoiai  lo  biai  and  saj,  "Tbon  iiial  il  " 

O.iN  ika  itBWleawn  tappoM  Minixippi  will  b« 
in  need  in  lainee  barElopi  at  ha  iDsiancii  Sir,  I 
nan  qnanrl  iriih  a  man— if  need  be,  Igbi  htm — 
■flrrvarda  axpkin  the  mauer  between  ns,  forict 
ibe  icitialt,  ahaka  haBda,  a»d  b«  /riuds.  Bat  I  can 
■F*B[  tvttt  or  <oriife  a  man  vbn  aboies  toy 
liefa  Knarei|ii,  m^  ptoireior,  my  S^aie,  m;r  coob- 
try,  &K  sooD  would!  f'rfct  orfo^we  lb«  alinderer 
Vhv  woald  apilhis  [ooiapleen  npiw  ihe  fair  aeme 
or  nf  aiMber.  And  I  legiei  thai  ihara  conLd  have 
becD  fonnd  one  individasl  oa  ibis  floor  who  sbonld 
•iBdr«<rar  to  bring  into  diarepaie  tbe  dear  oame  of 
my  balortd  State.  1  lei  the  paper«  pax — I  care 
bpl  liille  for  ihen);  they  deli|bi  in  tlaoder,  and  la 
Uwn  Jiia  aweaiar  far  lo  pabli^  racy  abn^e  ibaa 
Don  mon -place  com  mend  at  ion.  Moreorer,  ihej 
knVB  their  reward.  Bn',  air,  wbo  ii  this  Ooliali  of 
Oath,  wbo  Totnnleerd  10  nake  a  deadir  para  at 
Blifiinlppi.  Who  seta  bftneelf  np  10  tracb  mjr 
cpwiiiuenu  letsou  in  the  code  or  honor,  ind  lo 
pmeb  to  them  Doralily,  good  faith,  bocesly,  aad 
fair  dealin|1  The  boai^led  adfOcaie  of  a  "high 
pioieetiTC  taiiff,"  a  sysiem  of  legislatire  robbery, 
Ifljing  bnldena  Bpon  one  potlion  of  tbeUBlon 
and  oonfetting  bouniies  Dpon  Ih*  olher,  and  taking 
frotn  ibe  pocheia  of  one  pari  of  the  people  wilboDI 
their  eoDMni,  and  b^iovitig  Ofon  anoiher. 
Agaio,  he  u  the  adrocate  of  Ibe  tiybtem  wbich 

I . II  -.» -ine.      [n  biaown  Slate,  he 

ba  detired  to  run  ibe  Slate 
appioprialions  and  loans; 
'  any  addiiioaat  tax  to  in- 
rhen  It  was  wtll  known 
nneqaal  to  ibs  acciQing 
;  this  queaticD  lo  the  gen> 
grealetl  political  einner— 
rom  money  and  sqaanders 
iu  rrpaymenii  or  he  who 
la  debt  noproTided  for,  te- 
tpca  hit  coniiiloents  for  ita 
,ihe  Grti  deaartestbe  moie 
ia  the  identical  indifidnal 
1  Btilp,  the  great  atill-mt- 
it.  This  il  Ibe  spirxanii 
ad  Oan.  Harriaon,  Bl  Rich- 
iB«sd,  to  tay  ha  was  no  Aboliiioniti. 

Mr.  GRANORR  bare  latarpoaed,  and  laid  ibu 
bt  bad  given  no  meli  aoihorjiy  to  OeBinl  Hairi' 

ed:  I  speak  from  inmor. 
den;  thai  he  gave  anor- 
polhieal  friend*,  to  lbs 
I,  when  bis  canDrinaiioD 
'a»  pending  before  Ibat 


ha  undarsloDd  the  gentle 
himself  an  Abolitionist, 
isi  leaalon  by  ibt  geaUe- 

r.  WiTTuaoM.]* 


"TlM  wMuhi  ralltd  upon  br  Mr.  WiTTUOn,  k  a  Mr.  A 

a*"M.ilt.  flaAmaahM«d4  ibulw  hadTloldidiaUMdoe 
»U«>^lTocilidb>  Hi.  aiidb,  in  till  ipiKb  In  luirdlaibi 
^l^elo(CDliiDili1i,wii[ihUlhaiiollin<if(n>tiUid  fldLhoaclu 
uutarTiiiliiM  Bid  MfTvlani]  muM  Mglienup. 
^%i.  Oaumu  nw  ud  taid,  Tlui  !•  true. 
,•91.  Mr;  auMMhia  HtdTihai  trbwiKi  It  eonld  tx  pigin 


Mr.  QRANQEK  said  thai  he  ntvei  was  an 
Aholiiioaisti  and  he  awnred  thegrnileman  ibat  if 
be  was  one,  he  woold  take  as  mnch  pride  in  avow- 
ing il,  as  he  Duw  did  in  dealing  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  eomtased:  Tha  grntleman,- 
itier  all  this,  has  aome  nervr,  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  talk  of  fair  dealing  and  siriiighiforvard  coo- 
doet. 

The  gtoileman  from  Haaaacbnsetis  [Mr.  Ad- 
in]  strikes  Ibe  wrong  key  wbrn  be  sapptsei  we 
are  to  be  bnlhed  into  lbs  asenmptloo  of  Stale  debts. 
T^e  lesson  we  learned  Trnm  bin  father  wai  lo  do 
right,  and  let  eonsf  qnences  rake  cite  of  iheaselvef  1 
and,  "k'nh  or  ewim,  taivive  or  perish,  live  or  di<'," 
we  will  s'and  by  our  judgments,  and  Bevei  counsel 
wiib  onr  fear',  in  oar  Irgislailvr  action.  IfOreai 
Briiain  nndpritke^  to  become  the  high  <heTiir  ol 
the  trorld,  acd  gon  oiit  on  ihi>  Qniiolieeiprdi- 
tlon  of  coUectrng  from  the  Dilioos  of  the  ranh 
Ibeir  debt!,  >he  will  find  henelf  greatly  mis. 
taken,  in  gneh  an  effort,  lo  my  opinion,  she 
will  »oon  be  willing  10  enter  npon  the  eircutioDs 
•'sailsfledln  fn^l." 

Tbe  cry  in  ibis  coaotry  has  brra  "ennfidenee, 
confidence."  We  must  restore  iha  confidence  of 
the  eonnliy.  Tbi*  wis  ibe  catcb'word  in  ihe  gieat 
siinigle  of  1B40 — ind  that,  luo,  by  ihe  very  same 
pirly  wbOi  deceived  and  misled  by  tbe  false  rea- 
Itoning  o(  Ibe  tnnkerti  and  finaoclciF,  'osiained  the 
banks  in  ibeir  open  apd  acaoowledged  repndia- 
tiuD  of  their  debia,  wbile  Uicy  dtoiared  tbe  whole 
coiirs  of  ibe  oppu.^jng  party  was  war  opon  ihe 
banks.  Tbeir  defalcaiiaoB  gradnilly  drairoyed  all 
confidence  is  banks,  Neit  followed  tbe  failure  of 
the  specalaiorr;  and  Ihey  criei^>ut  for  tbe  same 
relief  ezlended  to  the  baDk!>,  b^egaliaiog  their  tas- 
penai'dns  of  payment.  These  advocates  for  tbe 
reiioralion  ol  confidence  granted  iheii  reqnnil  in 
tbe  bbapa  of  slay-laws  and  stop-laws  in  Ibe  Siates, 
and  of  a  bankrnpi  law  here,  which  enabled  them 
10  repudiate  their  debts.  Tbis  deiiroyed  all  ciitG- 
denoe  between  individuals.  Neil,  ibe  lai-fayei 
began  to  complain  cf  bis  bnrden:;  and  be  could 
Dot  Gee  the  reason  why  banks  and  individuals 
sbould  be  released  from  their  obligaiiom,  and  yet 
the  Slate  sbonid  be  required  to  pay  the  nlivtmoct 
failhiDg  on  her  impradeni  ooutracts. 

This  de  feel  ion  of  tbe  lai  payer  impaired  greally 
tbe  confidence  in  Slate  credit.  Then,  for  ttie  relief 
of  the  Stales,  ncboly  hand:>  were  laid  npoo  the 
land  revenue,  and  it  was  diatriboted  among  the 
Stales.  TbiB  fnnd  did  not  reswe  tonfldence  and 
Slate  credit;  buiits  wi'hdrawaMmpairedia  noslighl 
degree  the  confidence  in  the  eredti  of  Pedeial  Qov- 
trnmanl.  Now,  lo  conaammaie  and  destroy  all  conlf- 
dencein  that  credit  of  the  General  Goveinmeni,  it  it 
bat  neceuaty  lo  aatborin  lbs  issne  of  iwo  bundled 
■Billions  of  bond',  for  ibe  payment  of  Itae  State 
debtt,  when  we  oan  wiib  tha  ntmiMt  dilllcQlty  com- 
mand tbe  means  adequate  10  meet  the  ordiniiy  rx- 
peadiiarrs  of  the  OaverameoL  The  acting  of  the 
last  scene  in  this  gtcatdraina  will  cause  ihe  total 
Ion  of  all  confidence  in  Ihe  Oovernmect  itself,  and 
a  fatal  atab  will  be  givoi  lo  coBatiiniional  liberty. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  s«kp,  Wial, 
then,  is  ID  be  donel  1  sij,  economist  yonr  rx- 
prnscs,  and  bDi^bsiid  your  resources;  burrow  no 
more  money,  and  create  no  addiiioDal  debi;  repeal 
your  prohibitory  tariff'  dufies,  and  ibns  sirke  off 
the  shackles  from  commerce.  Say  to  the  Sialex, 
iadeeiflive  tones.  This  Qovemment  has  no  author- 
ity to  lake  upon  its  shonlders  yonr  burdens;  and 
it  is  vain,  and  itorse  than  vain,  lo  barber  socb  an 
eipeciaiiooi  meet  yonr  diacnllies  like  men:  what 
can  b*  done,  do;  and  do  it  fiaahly  and  fearlessly. 
Let  us.adopi  for  this  Federal  QoTemmcnl  asettled 
financial  policy,  and  let  all  look  to  the  frails  of 
regolai  indosiry  for  relief.  In  ibis  plain  way,  my 
word  for  it,  ibis  nation  will  soon  be  prosprrsas  and 
bappy. 

llie  morning  boar  now  expired. 


KEMiRKS  OK  Hr:  CAHfBCZX; 

or  WMTTH  CUOUN^ 

In  Iht  Haute   of  Repretmtative;   Pfiraarj  »t, 

ieiS._OnHon*s  bill  No.  M«. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  siud  that  tbe  objcc^t  of  tl^  biB 
nndei  consideration  waa  to  suapend  the  nypylinn 
of  the  second  taction,  or  dwtriclpg  clause,  oloit  ap- 
portionmeat  act,  so  ^  as  it  ma  calculated  to  afltia 
the  I^alily  of  elections  to  tbe  Sfilh  Coogrep^ 

From  pmient  indicalioqa,  he  ihonrfjl  ^ffi  no 
reasonable  doubt  could  be  erilertauicd,  itaa^etfifuj 
collisiona  were  avoided,  tbal  ibis  ia^Katt^t  aqctttn 
would  be  adojil«d  in  all  the  StaUa.  Tlie  oggemtUK 
to  it,  at  first  so  violaat,  was  gradually  yield^  lo  ta 
enlightened  public  opinion.  The  tocsin  i^ch  u 
first  BO  loudly  proclaimed  a  daqger  t*  the  ii|hls  at 
the  Stateo,  that  navc^  existed,  has  almoM  ceased  la 
aound;  and,  in  every  State  of  the  OniiHi  rie^  a^ 
whc^  tbe  Iiogislature  had  asaemUad  anq*  ita  fft. 
sage,  tha  people,  he  behevDd,  h$4t  throo^  ihlil 
immediate  constitutional  organs,  gJTOi  iusafiii*iad 
indicationa  of  tbeir  approbatioa  of  ita  prwciflii 
The  exception  to  which  he  aihidad  waa  IW 
Hampshire;  and  he  had  naaon  to  believe  that,  if  As 
excitement  which  unforlunstely  prevailed  in  dist 
respectable  State  waa  allowed  to  anbaide,  she  waM 
not  be  long  in  discharging  a  dn^  whicb  is  diH,nat 
lass  to  her  own  high  charscter  for  reject  lo  the 
laws,  than  to  tbe  ohligationa  ahe  in  under  to  tlie 
Sutsa  united  with  her  in  tbe  Federal  compact. 

The  conditian  of  tbinga,  however,  in  New  Ha■^)- 
shiia,  is  not  the  only  obetade  to  carrying  tb«  db- 
tricting  dauae  of  tbe  appaftionmetit  law  inlo  ia»- 
madial*  operation.  In  Georgia,  the  elacii  n  fcr 
Congress  bad  taken  place  ondar  tbe  pi»«Darting 
general-ticket  kystem,  prvriona  to  the  fini  iMiiKim 
of  her  Legislature  sAei  the  psaaage  of  tba  ^ipss- 
tionment  law;  and  sithough  that  body  pniceedsd 
almost  immediately  to  divide  tha  SiUa  into  can- 
greasional  district*  for  the  SSth  and  ■abaaqnaat  Cmi> 
greases,  yet,  so  far  as  the  dectiona  for  tbe  SSUi  C(«- 
greaa  were  coueemed,  tbe  evil  waa  witboDt  ininadj. 
for,  the'eleetian  being  held,  the  Legialatora  waaiih 
competent  to  act  It  aside  and  order  anolharinita 
pUce — the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slataa  baling 
vesta^  in  thia  House  the  exdnsive  ri^t  to  jadfl>of 
■■elections,    letums,  ^d    qnalificatioiia  erf  its 


Tbe  ( 


s  for 


taksn  place  for  the  next  Congieaa,  ia  M 
Ibe  gonaral-tickat  ^stsm,  previoiu  to  tba  nwrthif 
of  bar  Legislature,  now  in  seasion;  and  which  body, 
be  was  informed,  would,  before  its  iiiljiiitiiiiiiail. 
divide  tba  Stato  into  <  istriela  for  tbe  39th  and  asfc- 
sequent  Congreaaea. 

[Mr,  Enwians,  of  Miaaonii,  hera  roM  and  ataiad 
that  he  bad  juat  Isaiiiad  that  the  bill  rncetidy  pnid- 
ing  to  divids  Miaaotiri  into  congrsaaigmd  dtairiM 
had  been  loat] 

Mr.  OASFBEtL  waa  sorry  to  hear  it;  but,  temaifc- 
ing  tbat  the  intelligence  did  not  afiect  bis  argnmau 
continued.  The  election  for  Congreaa  nnda  tb* 
general  ticket  will  also  occur  in  Miaaisaiupi  bcfcra 
the  meeting  of  her  Legislature,  which  vriU  not  r<r- 
ularty  convene  until  about  the  time  of  tlie  meeling 
of  Congress,  and  where  it  is  writ  nnderatoodtlisl 
Ihe  Governor  will  not  call  an  extra  seaaion. 

Under  these  drcumslanees.  Mi.  C.  thought  tlul 
not  only  sound  policy,  but  justice,  reqnired  the  p»- 
sage  of  the  bill  under  conaideralioD,  or  one  of  a  liiDi- 
iar  character.  If  Congress  refused  10  do  ao,  the  ned 
Hause  of  Repreaentativea  must  exclude  the  rqac- 
aenlatives  of  the  people  of  at  least  three  Btatas,  who 
hava  had  no  t^porlunity  of  eotnplytDg  wilh  the  law. 

He  bad  been  Baked  why  he' was  •odasinxisU 
procure  the  suspension  of  a  law  which,  at  the  bat 
seaaion  of  CongreaB,  he  had  not  only  supported,  bot 
had  introducedl  He  would  atale,  in  reply,  that  hii 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  districting  danse  of  lbs 
apportionment  law  had  undergone  no  change,  tilhK 
in  relation  to  its  eipediancy  or  conatitntiaasli^. 
Indeed,  the  more  he  bad  reflected  upon  it,  the  men 
he  waa  convinced  of  ita  aalutary  consertalive  pm- 
ciple*.  The  reaaona  why  he  denred  its  tenvwsT  I 
suspension  were  simply  tbeae:  First,  by  a  gmsem  ■ 
conciliation,  to  receive  its  ultimata  triumpbi  «cai  ' 
to  avoid  the  confusi<m  and  delay  Ibnt  will  iillwaiiii 
cartatoly  occur  at  tha  neit  session  of  Congn*;  aa^ 


fSb.lM8. 


AP^tttDtX  TO  TUB  dONGRESSIOMAL  OLOBB. 
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27M  Ot>iia«***SD  Sass. 


^t//  to  stapend  ^  ittfion  ef  Apportionmeni  atU — Mr.  CampbelL 


ILof  B«pt. 


thii^^fid^^^45te  the  people  of  thdse'^tes  Wber^ilo 
pfavulu)i)8^ave  t>een  made  for  district  elections^  and 
partioularly  of  thoee  States  where  the  pecple  hare 
bad  tffi  opportunity  of  conformiog  to  the  law,  to  be 
ropnaeated  at  the  oommeneevent  ei  the  next  Con- 


It  'Was  true,  he  had  been  informed,  previous  to  the 
finml  passage  of  the  appottionRient  law,  that  in  some 
ot^thn  BtHcB  the^el^tions  would  be  hMd  under  the 
existing  regulations,  pte^rious  to  (be  regular  time  of 
the  njiitiiig  of  their  Legisiatures;  but,  in  endeavor- 
»ny  to  ^AMn  the  piiMage  of  alawwhidi  contiUbed 
pniicT](>fes,  as  he  ihotight,  vital  to  the  existence  of 
omr  ii6^tations,  he  was  unwilling  to  encumber  it 
^ith  details,  suggested  by  the  acddental  condition 
of  things  that  existed  !n  some  of  th^  States.  Nor 
did  h^e  suppose  that  any  evil  would  probably  result 
irana  such  a  course,  beyond  the  expenses  of  an  extra 
•€eak>n  of  the  Legiaiatore  in  States  so  sitiiated — an 
•Kpensito  that  would  have  been  tenfold  compensated 
to  those  har?ing  it  to  pay,  by  affording  them  an  o|>- 
poitonity  of  hiing  i^eptesented  in  the  ntoxt  Oongress 
by  R«pi;e8entativc«  freely  chosen  by  themselves,  and 
«Iectc4  upon  principles  in  conformity  with  the 
prmcipioa  of  the  Constitution. 

Mt,  0.  Ikere  expreiMd  hiv  disappMntinitot,  stir- 
^life,'  ind  li^gret,  fliat  persons  who  had  been  elevated 
to  tlie  dhief  liiagistracy,  under  the  free  institutions 
6f9Ltij  of  the  t^fes  of  Uiis  Union,  should  manifest 
such  a  Contempt  for  the  opinions  of  the  people  by 
whom  their  were  elevated,  as .  to  decide  for  them, 
instead  of  allowing  them  to  decide  for  themscdves 
the  BKuaantous  question  of  whe&er  they  would, 
or  ¥roQld  not,  be  vepresented  in  the  28th  Congreks 
im  colifonnity  to  the  provisfons  of  the  existing 
bnr.  8oeh,  however,  had  unfortunately  been  the 
«tge.  In  tPro  of  the  States,  ih>m  the  G^evemorsTe- 
^fyAng  to  call  an  extra  session  of  their  respective 
Legi^tores,  the  elections  have  come  on  under  dr^ 
cumstances  in  which  the  people  have  had  no  pos- 
sible opportunity  of  deciding  mis  important  question 
for  themselves.  In  another  State,  the  same  evil 
would  certainly  occur.  Persons,  ^us  chosen  con- 
tiaiy  to  law,  will  preeent  themselves  at  the  bar  of 
lbs  nest  House  of  Representatives  claiming  adipis- 
aion  to  seats;  and,  considering  die  party  aspect 
which  the  suljeet  has  unfortunately  and  unaccount- 
My  aasuttMd,  unless  this  bill  or  one  of  a  similar 
character  h  adopted,  a  colUsion  wiU  probid>ly  occur, 
tfoch  as  has  never  before  been  witnMsed  in  a  legis- 
liative  hall — a  collision  which,  however  litde  we  may 
care  for  the  consequences  of  it,  to  ourselves  personal- 
ly, it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  of  patriotism  rather  to 
avoid,  than  voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  encounter; 
particularly  as  such  a  collision  will  rather  endan- 
f^r  than  insure  the  triumph  of  those  great  conserva- 
tive principles,  which  the  universal  adoption  of  the 
<liatneting  clause  of  the  apportionment  law  will 
establish  and  perpetuate;  and  which  he  believed  not 
etily  to  be  important,  but  essential  to  ^e  existence 
•f  ourinatitutioBs. 

Among  the  considerations  which  could  not  fail 
to  recommend  the  districting  clause  of  the  appor- 
tionment law  to  the  confidence  of  the  Amencan 
peoj^e,  he  enumerated: 

lat.  Its  importance  in  restoring  uniformity   in 
eleetioM,  and  equality  of  political  infln^Ace  in  die 
Hotiaf  <^  Rapraaantttivea  to  the  citixcii  pbpulation . 
ef  thediflbivat  States. 

1b4.  The  piieseivation  of  the  freedom  of  elections, 
tHMi  could  not  exist  where  the  general-ticlcet  system 
prevBlCBd,  and  where  the  dearest,  most  sacred,  blood- 
DODght  right  of  American  citizens — that  of  voting 
for  persons  of  their  own  choice  to  represent  them*- 
Was  reduced  to  the  poor  privilege  oi  sanctioning  at 
the  polls  the  edicts  of  a  few  political  jugglers,  who 
form  themselves  into  a  self-constituted  oligarchy, 
to  r^leanddiveet  the  elections  of  the  State. 

8d.  lie  im^orttooe  in  rsstrwieg  tbe^  Democratic 
principle  of  the  Government,  now  entirely  destroyed 
wbMMAnhe  general-ti^cit  sytt«m  pteviflK 

4th.  To  preserve  Ae  ihfluence  of  the  smaQ  Slates 
ftHim  being  engulphed  in  the  vortex  of  the  universal 
adoption  of  the  general-ticket  system — a  crisis  iq 
which  we  were  rapidly  hastening,  and  to  whjVh 
but  for  tha  action  of  Coi^eas,  we  would  soon  h%^l 
anrivsi  ^^•^ 


5th.  To  ebable  miUoiitiea  to  be'  rqnresented, 
i^hich  was  essential  to  freedom  in  a  r^resentaftive 
Government;  and  whose  voice  is  entirely  silenced  in 
this  hall,  from  all  the  States  where  the  general  ticket 
prevails.  « 

6th.  To  preserve  the  representation  of  feelings, 
and  interests,  and  <^inions,  from  difierent  sections 
of  the  country,  without  respect  to  geographical  Hues; 
and  thus  to  g^uard' against  those  concentrated  move- 
ments of  the  North  against  th^  South  and  the  South 
against  the  North;  ti^e  first  effect  of  which  would 
be  the  oppression  of  the  minority  section,  and  ulti- 
mately the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

These,  and  other  considerations,  cannot  fail 
to  recommend  the  districting  clause  of  the  ap- 
portbnment  law  tp  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and, 
if  left  to  operate  upon  their  unbiased  judgments, 
must  insure  to  it  universal  approbation.  Let  us 
not,  then,  (said  Mr.  C.)  jeopard,  by  an  attempt  at 
coevdoa,  what  we  sfaaU  certainly,  obtain  by  a  course 
of  conciliation.  This  €k>veniment  originated,  and 
must  b^  maintained,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
compromise.  It  rests  upon  the  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  people  for  its  support;  and  every 
difference  of  opinion^  honestly  entertained,  is  entitled 
to  be  treated  with  riaspect.  U,  Chen,  the  ddusion  still 
unhappily  prevails  in  some  of  the  States,  that  this 
law  of  Congress  is  an  aggression  on  Stale  rights, 
time  for  reflection,  and  not  an  attempt  at  coercion, 
ik  our  rcoiedy.  And  when  the  peof^  become  cen- 
vinoed  (as  they  sobn  will,  if  causes  of  excitement  are 
removed)  that  the  acHon  of  Cong^rett  hat  n9t  re- 
U&vedthe  State  Ziegietaturetfrtm  the  obUgaHoif 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Constitution^  they  will 
demand  the  adoption  of  sudi  regulations  as  are 
necessary  to  cany  it  into  effect 

If  the  bill  und^-conaideration  be  adopted,  all  im- 
mediate excitement  will  subside,  and  the  law  will  go 
quietly,  peacefully,  and  universally  into  operation. 
If  the  bill  is  not  adopted,  the  spirit  of  resistance  will 
be  kept  alive,  and  perhaps  'the  ultimate  fate  of  the 
law  itself  be  rendered  doubtfuL  But  even  if  at  the 
next  session  of  Congpress  it  should  be  trampled  in 
the  dust  by  a  party  nuyority,  he  had  the  consolation 
to  believe  that  the  enormities  of  the  general-ticket 
system  being  now  laid  befoore  the  country,  and  the 
attention  of  the  people  attracted  to  them,  it  would 
be  univertaUy  repudiated,  and  our  institutions  sa:ved 
from  the  evils  under  whidi  they  were  laboring  from 
its  partial,  and  the  danger  of  still  greater  evUs  to 
viphicfa  they  were  exposed  from  its  universal  adop- 
tion. The  seed  is  sown,  and  has  taken  root;  which, 
whether  the  districting  clause  is  treated  as  a  nullity, 
or  repealed,  or  remains  upon  the  statute-book,  will 
produce  through  all  the  Slices,  in  a  very  fow  years,  the 
adoption  of  its  principles. 

There  were  other  considerations  which  demanded 
imperatively  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Under  the 
present  depresasd  state  of  the  demand  for  agricul- 
tural prodwts,  everything  like  a  specidatiTe  demand 
for  the  public  lands  has  terminated.  Add  to  this, 
that  under  the  pressure  of  the  existing  system  of 
exorbitant  cash  duties,  our  import  trade  had  rapidly 
declined;  and  it  was  certainly  probable  that  an 
empty  trMsniy  and  an  indebted  Government 
would,  St  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  demand  the 
iinmediata  attention  of  £e  Houee  of  Repiesenta- 
tives. 

Gentlemen  cannot  have  forgotten  the  sc6ne  which 
occurred  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  26th 
Congress,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  difference  of 
opinion  that  existed  in  relation  to  the  election  re- 
turns from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  party  feeling 
was  excited  to  a  degree  of  phrensy,  that  silenced  for 
a  time  the  voice  of  reason  and  moderation;  and  more 
than  three  weeks  were  spent  in  scenes  of  tumult, 
before  this  House  was  organized.  If  difiiculties  in 
the  election  from  a  syi^  State  were  aufficient  to 
produce  this  effeot,  what  may  we  not  expect  when 
penons  daiming  to  be  the  Representatives  of  three 
or  four  Stiites,  not  elected  in  c<mformity  to  law,  shall 
daim  to  h4  adlmhted  to  seats! 

Confident  as  he  was  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  existing  law,  he  could  have  no  hesitation,  how- 
ever disagredable  it  might  be  if  its  operation  was 
not  suspended,  to  reject  die  pretensions  of  every  per-, 
M>n  hot  «lac<0d  ^  cionfoimity  to  Its  proi^aiona.  BuUi 


#hat  he  coliMtved  to  be  the'pith  ttf  duly  was  net 
eqiralfy  plain  to  etheirs;  knd  beocmldnotlos^Mthe 
threaU  that  had  been  ikiade  |y  its  oppoiiaiMm  tv^thnt 
it  a«  a  nultity;and  tiamplait under  foet  He  trmted 
that  such  an  outrage  would  never  be  perpetrated  oon 
the  floor  of  an  American  Congress;  bu^  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  party  foeling,  he  could  not  4p.ubt  that 
party  enthusiasts  would  be  returned  tp  the  pex^ 
Congress,  who  would  endeavor  to  cany  th|a  threat 
into  execution,  and  who,  if  they  succeed  m  notfa^ 
else,  may  at  least  produce  confusion  and  delify. 

Sir,  (said  Mr,  C^)  I  dooptr^udiate  tha^iatence 
of  party.  On  the  contrary,  when  stin^ilaied  1^ 
patrietiam,  and  contrc^Ued  by  refMM>n>  I  acknowledge 
its  benefits  in  the  administratian  of  tlvQ  affiurs  of 
Government  But  when  tbeae  barriers  are  bm^jfiien 
down,  and  party  becomes  th^  mere  plaything  ^  paa- 
siona  that  contend  againat  and  infi^ne  each  pth^r — 
of  reaentments  that  seek  for  gratification,  and  of 
ambitiott  that  looke  to  itaown  aggrandiaemenl — it  hie 
efver  been,  and  ynXi  oyer  be,  the  bane  of  Reppblica. 
Sir,  if  the  fats  of  .this  Republio  could  be.  .written  on 
the  waHs  of  tiiis.  Ci^iitel,  as  was  the  .fata  c^Babylon 
QtK  the  palace  of  hisr  kintar-^partj— par^-N^ailir 
would  be  the  inscription. 

Iflhisbill,oAied  in  a  ipM  e#  eoiRsiiiitiipi,)did 
not  past,  he  hoped  Hkt  the  Mnds  df  tfvder  wnMrifl* 
march  to  the  {Mills  with  a  btennet  on  wfaidi  Aailte 
engraved  '^The  ConstitWi&n  and  fbwe  patted  ^ 
conformity  thereto  f  ^SbA'  tlwt  every  oancMlte  for 
Congress  will  betiatted  upon  tor deebiM  Mbnrtib 
people  wh^er  he  intends  to  resist  by  foiuatbeeM- 
istittg  law,  at  the  risk  of  tnmhig  ^is  haH  of  k^li- 
lation  into  a  scene  of  tumult,  and  cddfiiilMi^  -  and 
perhaps  of  bloodshed.  The  qppbnahts  of  ^  dis- 
tricting clause  of  the  apportibument  taw  aaayhb 
assured,  let  them  be  Wver  ao  datemftned  to  tMai|rfe 
it  under  foot,  that  there  will  be  ethers  here  equally 
determhaed  to  maintain  it.  The  biU  under  coiydd- 
eratinn  afforded  a  common  ground>  upon  ^^chlne 
friends  and  opponents  of  the  measure  might  meat 
without  any  surrender  of  prindple;  aud  '#bkle  lla 
adoption  v^ould  remove  the  digger  of  the  dreadful 
conflict  that  may  otherwise  occur  at  the  next  sekiion 
of  Congress,  It  will  insure  the  ultimate  trhmomh  of 
tile  law  itself.  He  also  suppbsed  the  possMlity  of 
an  extra  feession  of  Congress;  and  ai^ed  ff  the  Ht^uie 
of  Representatives  would  not  present  a  most  Uler- 
esting  spectacle,  if  it  riiould  pass  the  entire  tiihe,'that 
ought  to  be  devoted  at  such  a  session  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  in  vain  attempts  to  organize?  The 
only  possible  means  of  avoiding  the  danfer  of  such 
a  result,  was  to  adopt  the  bill  under  oonatderatioo, 
or  one  of  a  similar  character. 

He  wou(d  now  reply  to  the  objection  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Teniiaslfte, 
[Mr.  TuBiTBT,]  since  he  had  commenced  addresdlHg 
the  House,  and  to  which  the  gentleman  requested 
an  answer,  to  wit:  <*That  Congress  has  no  right,  by 
law,  to  aAsct  the  validity  of  elections  that  bad  al- 
ready occurred."  Iffr.  C.  had  anticipated  this  ob- 
jection, and  thought  that  he  was  prepared,  to  give  to 
it  a  satisfoctoiy  answer;  and,.aithoqgh  he  admitted 
that  Congress  was  notcon^pelent  by  law  to  deelaie 
an  election  void,'that  was  goo<l  itt  the  time  lint  it 
occurred,  he  insbted  that  the  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition was  not  true. 

Congreas,  dearly,  haa  no  right  by  law  to  dedara 
aniact  penal,  which  was  notao  whea^performad;  for 
such  a  law  would  be  ex  poH/hefin  its  operation, 
and  unconstitutional.  But,  although  Congress  has 
nottiie  power  to  make  an  act  penal,  which  was  in- 
nocent when  performed,  it  has  an  indieputabla  right, 
for  good  and  siifilcient  reason,  to  remit  from  a  penal- 
ty that  has  been  incurred:  ptov!dedthat,by  so  doiqg, 
no  private  right,  nor  the  nghts  of  any  communihr, 
are  injuriously  afiected.  Codgress  has  the  right,  mr 
example,  to  remit  penaltiea  that  have  been  incurred 
by  atteQ4>ted  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  And,  in 
further  illustration  of  his.positioB.  he  had  alluded  to 
a  pethSdn  whidi  had  bean  submitted  by  certain 
raiUoad  companiea,  tp  suqiehd  the  operatien  of  that 
part  of  tike  tariff  act  which  required  that  all  iron 
laid  down  after  the  4th  of  March  next  should  pay 
duty.  No  one  had  denied,  dr  cOuld  defry,  that  Con- 
gress had  the  rifht  to  grant  the  relief  asked  for  hi 
Oil  jMtktt,  mich  hift  initited  fiught  b#  done  by 
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Ibv,  puwd  eitber  belora  or  nibieqll«iit  to  the  4th 
of  Haieh,  ind  wbieh  might  be  both  ratcoii«etiva 
«ad  [Htwpeotin  in  iti  c^Mistion. 

The  ezimplM  to  which  he  hid  itladed  bora,  he 
duraght,  ■  alrong  analogy  to  the  objecta  of  the  bill 
muter  coDiidanlioD,  ao  far  u  the  queelioD  of  con- 
■titutioiiil  power  was  inTolTed.  There  wu,  how- 
•Ter,  an  important  diflerance  on  the  score  ofjiulice; 
for,  while  it  was  difficult  to  mM»ee  that  violations 
of  the  tersDue  could  be  inToluntaril?  stlempled,  we 
knew  (hat  in  two  of  the  Stales  the  elections  had 
taken  ptaoa  under  drcDmstauces  in  which  the  pao- 
ple  have  had  no  opportunitf  of  conTormiiig  to  the 
bw  the  operation  of  which  be  propoeed  to  suqwnd, 
■o  br  u  the  elections  for  the  next  Congrea  were 
concaiDsd.    In  a  thiid  Stale,  the  same  thing  woald 

Mr.  C.  requeated  gentlemen  to  mark  the  broad 
diatinclian  between  ex  pt*tfaelt  and  retnMpectiie 
hnn.  Ex  put  facta  laws  were  neceaaaiilj  relro- 
qieetiTC,  but  retroftpeetive  laws  were  not  necessarily 
ex  poll  JactBj  and  while  it  was  a  direct  and  palps.- 
Us  yiolatioD  of  the  ConslitDtion  to  pass  the  one, 
■onod  poU^,  aubetantial  justice,  and  the  .public 
good  frequency  required  theothsr. 

Is  anppoit  of  his  yiewa,  Mr.  U.  quoted,  from  Dal- 
-  laa's  Reporta,  the  opinions  of  Jnslicea  Chase,  Iisdsl, 
Ac,  in  deliieijng  the  opinion  of  the  coart,  terioHmi 
and,  to  abow  Oe  opention  of  a  repealed  lew  oa 
penaltisa  incoired  under  it  while  existing,  he  quoted 
from  lbs  opinioBSof  Chief  Justice  MushiJl,  and  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  which 
die  bill  mider  eonsidentian  had  been  referred,  end 
1^  which  it  had  lieen  reported  back  to  the  House. 

In  ccoKlnaion,  he  again  urged  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  Bud  reiterated  hia  conviction  of  the  benefit*  that 
would  result  from  ita  adoption. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PENDLETON, 

OP  OHIO. 
AMcffrTUCd/AaprswiUatiKU,  AfwaryS?,  1S43— 
On  the  aevertd  plans  of  excheqaer. 
Mr.BruKEa:  Someweeka  since, the  gemleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  PRorrrr]  lold  the  Houae  tbat, 
whileal  Clncinnaii,  on  bis  way  la  Waahlnglon,  he 
was  Hiformeil  that  petilions  in  favor  of  the  exche- 
qaer, in  that  city  alone,  had  received  five  thousand 
ngnatores.  I  piesame  I  have  received  all  these 
petilions— some  In  favor  of  the  Eieculive  plan, 
others  in  fiivor  of  the  congressioital  plan;  though 
the  advocates  of  the  lauer  are  few,  very  few,  in 
comparisdfe  wtlb  those  of  ibe  Tormer,  The  gen- 
demtn  who  bronght  these  petilions  lo  Washington 
informed  me  Ihat  they  contained  about  twelve  hnn- 
dred names.  Be  ihai  as  it  may,  I  reconiise  among 
them  many  of  my  personal  friends  of  both  politi- 
cal parties,  whose  opinions  and  wishes  are  entitled 
to  receive  from  me  ibe  mo^t  respectful  considera- 
tion. Shortly  lo  relire  from  poblic  life,  lo  renew 
my  aasocialians  with  these  peiiiloners — an  asso- 
dation  (I  irnst  1  may  say  it  withotn  offence)  much 
more  agreeable  lo  my  taste  and  habits  Ihan  any- 
thing! nave  met  with  here — I  could  not  bnt  be 
moat  aniiom  to  bring  myself  to  Ihiuli .with  them — 
to  rMODcile  a.  vote  in  accordance  with  their  wishes, 
to  the  paramount  dm;  I  owe  to  my  country  and  its 
CoDAiintitHi.  Before  1  can  give  this  vole,  however, 
I  foel  I  am  obliged  to  remove  out  of  my  way  the 
report  of  ibe  Commiciee  of  Ways  and  Nleans  upon 
the  treKinry  ezcheqoei^  for  I  do  not  suppose  that 

^S 
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garoeot  in  whicli  they  are  coniained,  f  examiited 
with  every  disposition  lo  refuie  il.  I  frankly  con- 
fess I  havebeenablelodooeiiber  ihe  one  nor  the 
other.  Thus  baffled,  I  was  willing  to  attribute  my 
failure,  not  lo  the  impregnable  position  of  the  re- 
port, but  lo  ihe  weakness  of  the  aasailanl.  [laving 
since  found,  however,  thai  both  the  genllemen 
from  Massac huselts  (Mr.  CnsHiNO  and  Mr,  Win- 
iBROpJ  have  failed  m  afmilai  aliempts,  1  gained 
comfori  in  my  own  defeat,  and  con ndence  in  my 
own  conclusion. 

The  several  reports  now  in  ibe  consideration  of 
Ihe    House   present   three   plans  of  finance  and 


3.  The  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Preai- 

There  is  a  fourth  plan— a  banh  of  the  Uniled 
Siales— which,  to  be  sure,  is  not  now  before  the 
Hoose,  but  10  which  it  may  be  proper  lo  al- 
lude, as,  in  case  of  the  rejeciioD  of  these  three, 
it  is  Ihe  only  allemaiive.  I  say  the  only  al- 
lemalive;  for,  allbough  the  lime  was,  (and  ihat 
nol  very  long  since,)  wben  pans  of  ibis  hall  would 
have  resounded  wiUi  praises  of  a  fiflh  plan,  yel  we 
are  lold,  in  the  minority  report,  by  Ihe  genllemen 
from  SoulhCarolinaand  New  Hampshire,  [Messrs. 
PiCKEsa  and  Atberton,]  "No  one  contends  for  Ihe 
Slate  banksysieni."  And  is  it  so,  sir!  Have  we 
this  acknowledgment  from  thai  qaarlerl  What! 
not  one,  of  all  its  trlends — not  one!  But  yesie'r- 
day,  and  this  league  of  confederated  banira — the 
pride  and  refuge  of  Ihe  Democracy-^mighl  have 
Blood  agaiusl  the  world;  now,  none  so  poor  to  do  ii 
reverence.  We  cannot  bul  recollect  Ihat  such 
things  were.  Lei  me  remind  gentlemen  that,  a 
short  lime  since,  anch  a  declaration  would  have 
subjecied  ihem,  as  it  sabjecled  as,  to  the  fiercest  in- 
vectives of  their  political  friend9. 

The  deposiles  were  removed  from  the  Bank  of 
Ibe  United  Stales  in  ibe  summer  of  1833;  and  in 
his  message  of  ihal  year  (the  first  of  his  second 
teiiD)aei)eral  Jackson  said: 

"I  em  happy  lo  know  Ihat,  through  the  good 
sense  of  our  people,  Ibe  eSbrilo  get  up  a  panic  has 
hitherto  failed;  and  that,  lb  rough  the  increased  ac- 
commodations which  Ibe  Slate  banks  have  been 
enabled  to  afford,  no  public  distress  has  followed 
the  eienions  of  the  bank." 

In  his  second  annnal  message  of  December, 
1834,  General  Jackson  remarks: 

"Happily  it  is  already  llluitrated  thai  the  agency 
of  sncb  an.  instiiuiion  (Bank  of  the  Uniled  3lalet)is 
not  necessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  CSof- 
ernmenl:  ihe  StaU  tojiia  are  found  fully  adequate 
lo  \be  performance  of  all  services  which  were  re- 
quired of  Ike  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  quiie  as 
promptly,  and  with  the  same  cheapness.  They 
have  maintained  themselves  and  discharged  all 
their  duties  while  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an  open 
enepny;  audit  is  nol  possible  lo  conceive  Ihat  they 
will  find  grea'er  difficallies  in  their  operations  when 
that  enemy  shall  cease  to  exist." 

The  third  message,  of  December,  leSfi,  contains 
the  following  strong  language: 

"By  the  Qse  of  the  Stale  banks,  whiehdo  not  de- 
rive their  auihoiily  from  the  General  Government, 
and  are  not  controlled  by  its  aathoriiy,  it  is  aactr- 
taintd  that  the  moneys  of  ihe  United  States  can  be 
collected  and  disbursed  without  loss  or  inconve- 
nience, and  that  all  Ihe  wants  of  the  community  in 
relation  to  exchange  and  currency  are  supplied  as 
well  as  they  ever  have  been  before." 

Of  the  Stale  banks,  General  Jackson,  in  bis  last 
message  in  IS36,  after  a  trial  of  between  iDree 
and  four  years,  speaks  in  the  following  decisive 


"Experience  continues  lo  realize  the  expectations 
entenained  as  to  Ihe  capacity  of  Iht  Slaie  banis 
lo  perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  of  the  Qor. 
emmenL  Ailhetime  oftheremovalorthedeposites, 
it  WHS  alleged  by  Ihe  advocates  ot  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  that  Ihe  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  Ibe  ragolations  of  ihe  Treasury  Depanment, 
could  not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the  Gov- 
ernmenl,  or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of 
^e  conntry.  II  it  nour  vkU  aiceriairud  that  the  real 
domestic  exchanges,  performed  through  discounts 
by  the  United  Stales  Bank  and  its  tweniy-five 
branches,  were  at  leoft  one-third  less  ihtui  those 


of  the  deposile  banks  for  an  equal  period  of  tiB^ 
and  if  a  comparison  be  insiituted  beTween  tbe 
amounts  of  service  rendered  by  Ihtse  iiuliliitiaw 
on  the  broader  basis  which  has  been  used  by  the 
advocates  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  eMirastiac 
what  they  consider  the  domestic  exchanges transKt- 
ed  by  il,  ihe  result  will  besiill  more  favorable  lotbc 
deposile  banks," 


which  had  beep  traasterred  and-  [ 
posite  banks,  Ibe  mes.'^age  adds* 

"The.<<e  euormoussumsol  money  first  mentiaaei 
have  been  transferred  wiih  the  greaiesi  proo^- 
inde  and  regularity;  and  ihe  rales  at  which  Ihe 
exchanges  have  been  negotiated  ptevioo^l;  to  the 
passage  of  the  deposile  act.  were  generallv  below 
those  charged  by  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 
Independent  of  these  service:*,  which  are  far  greater 
than  those  rendered  by  the  Uniled  Stales  Bank  and 
its  twenty-five  branches,  a  number  ot  the  depo^ 
banks  have,  with  a  commendable  zeal  to  aid  u  the 
improvement  of  the  currency,  imported  froa 
abroad,  at  Iheir  own  expense,  large  sums  of  the 
precious  metals  for  coinage  and  circulation." 

Yon  will  observe,  sir,  there  is  nothing  hypolhai- 
cal  in  this  language.  It  is  nol  supposed,  or  conjec- 
tured, or  aniicipaled.  No;  "it  is  ascen«ioed"-^ 
"well  ascertained;"  after  three  years' rrial,  "expe- 
rience continues  to  realize"  the  capacity  of  Ibe  Siiie 
hanks  to  accomplish  all  Ihat  was  expected. fnn 
them.    This  same  language  was  held  by  the  whide 

Kriy.  ihrough  Ihe  coluihns  of  Iheir  papers,  and  il 
th  Houses  of  Congress.  Why,  then,  doesnocw 
contend  for  this  vaunted  State-bank  syslem  nowl 
Because  il  has  failed.  And  did  we  not  lell  yon  It 
would  faill  Did  you  not  call  us  panic-makerll 
And  did  not  youiell  nsihrn,  as  IhegcDilemanflroa 
MassBchnselts  [Mr,  CvsniNo]  tells  us  now,  that  the 
idea  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  an  explo- 
ded bank  fatlacyl  This  i^slem,  al  all  events,  was 
your  sy^em.  You  lauded  it  to  the  skies.  It  was 
not  possible  it  should  fail;  and  when  your  preeai 
equally  infallible  expedient  was  first  suggested, 
were  we  Dot  told  by  authority,  which  yon  setda 
ventured  to  question,  "that  it  was  against  the  geniai 
of  our  free  Inslilutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults  the 
treasure  of  the  nationi"    "Mo  one  contends  for  the 


your  fiisl  Intbllible  plan,  yon  ask  us,  npoo  bb 
better  authority,  to  lake  your  second  plan.  I  lack 
faith,  gentlemen.  When  your  suhVeaaatr  shall 
be  reinstated,  if  you  ever  have  the  power  lo  r*iK> 

state  it,  (which,  let  me  say,  depends  npca  n 


fuur  getting  a  majority  in  Congreaa.)  and 
ave  been  in  operation  as  long  as  your  Stale- 
bank  system  has  been,  we  shall  hear  from  some 
subsequent  committee,  claiming  infallibility  fori 
new  project,  "no  one  contends  for  the  sab4ressniy 

We  have  recently  had  on  this  floor  asomewhai 
curious  illustration  of  modem  democracy.  The 
genlleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  McKboh,]  whik 
he  praised  ihe  liberal  use  of  the  veto  power  l^ 
the  Presideni,  rejected,  in  the  name  of  tus  party, 
the  snnposed  advances  of  the  gentleman  fiuai 
Massacnnselts,  [Mr.  CosHnio,}  because  Mr.  T^- 
ler  had  approved  and  signed  the  bill  repealiiw  iba 
sub-lreasury  law.  The  people  bad  decreed  thh 
repeal;  yet  the  Democracy  cannot  forgive  Ibe 
President  for  enforcing  their  decree.  Theypraiv 
him  for  disappointing  the  eipectdtions  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  only  censnre  him  wben  be  complies  widi 
Ihem.  This  sab-lreasury  scheme  waa  four  timei 
urged  by  Mr,  Van  Buren  npoD  CongresE,  and 
thrice  rejected;  nor  did  it  receive  their  rrinciau 
nil  ihe  4ih  of  July   1840.    The  bill  «i^ 


on  that  glorious  day,  we  all  recollect,  w 
ed  throughout  the  land  as  a  second  dec 
indepeBdence;  and  yet,  wllbin  four  short  r 


\  second  declaraiica  li 


Aiming,  then,  the sub-lreasary  lobe  lying m- 
der  this  condemnation,  let  ns  compare  w^  >t  tke 
plan  of  an  exchequer  recommended  by  the  tpcdil 
committee. 

The  sub-treasury  provides  simply  a  fiscal  agw 
lo  keep  and  disburse  Ifae  public  mooey. 

The  exchequer  proposes  to  do  the  same  thiig, 
and  subsiantially  in  Ihesame  way.  In  additinou 
this,  Ihe  exchequer  provides  for  a  nalioikal  paper 
cnrrenoy. 

The  genlleman  from  BlaaMchnwOs,  [Mi;Co» 


fan*  I84d« 
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iNoJ  ID  his  speech  the  other  day,  said  that  a  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  wished  by  its  advocates, 
"not  from  a  desire  that  they  might  obtain  loans, 
for  there  was  already  too  much  bank  capital  in  the 
coantry,  and  facility  enough  to  obtain  loans;**  and 
yet,  bnt  the  moment  before,  the  gentleman  had  as- 
serted that  **there  existed  now  no  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  very  few  specie-paying  banks 
of  any  sort."  The  preat  error  of  the  geniTeman's 
whole  argument  is  this  assumption,  that  "there  are 
faciliHes  enough'  to  make  loans."  This  is  not  the 
ca5c — at  all  events,  in  Ohio.  Our  want  is  capital. 
We.want,  through  the  facilities  of  well-regulated 
specie-paying  banks,  to  be  able  to  develop  the  great 
resources  of  our  State,  to  get  our  produce  to  mar- 
ket, and  anticipate  the  results  of  all  our  labor.  This 
is  our  want— our  only  want.  We  hav6  a  hardy, 
enterprising,  intelligent,  industrious  population  of 
1,800,000  souls,  spread  over  a  region  or  unexampled 
fertility — one  frontier  resting  on  the  Ohio,  the  other 
on  the  lake,  imersecled  in  every  direction  by  large 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  crowned  with  a  temper- 
ate and  healthy  climate.  With  all  these  blessings  of 
a  beneficent  Providence  showered  ppon  us  in  in- 
exhaustible profusion,  what  more  can  we  want  to 
be  prosperous  and  happy*?  We  want  that  very 
thing  which,  it  is  the  coast  of  the  gentleman,  his 
exchequer  will  not  and  cannot  give  us— the  facility 
of  making  temporary  loans,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
sales  of  the  produce  of  our  farms  and  the  manufac- 
tures of  our  shops.  This  facility  was  afbrded  us 
in  the  olden  time  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
through  its  branch  at  Cincinnati. 

With  the  proceeds  of  a  discounted  note,  the  mer- 
chant purchased  of  the  farmer  his  pork,  flour,  and 
other  produce.  While  the  note  was  running  to  ma- 
turity, these  articles  which  it  had  purchased  were 
shipped  to  market;  when  at  maturity,  the  note  was 
taken  up  by  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the  amount  of  the 
sales  of  these  same  articles.  This  bill  the  bank  dis* 
posed  of  to  the  importing  merchant,  at  |  to  f  per 
cent;  who  was  thus  enabled  to  pay  his  Eastern  and 
foreign  debts.  Under  this  circulation,  originally 
set  in  motion  by  judicious  credit,  all  the  channels  of 
business  were  full;  every  interest  flourished.  The 
merchant,  larmer,  manufacturer,  carrier,  bank- 
all  received  fair  and  remunerating  prices;  all  was 
activity;  all  was  joy.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  heart  to 
turn  to  the  present  sad  reverse  of  this  happy  pic- 
ture. Although,  thank  Gk)d,  we  are  not  quite  dead, 
yet  the  Spanish  epitaph  may  well  apply  tons : 

"We  were  well — 
We  would  be  better: 
We  took  physic — 
Here  we  lie." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  wish  to  compare  these  two 
measures — the  sub  treasurv  and  the  exchequer — 
with  a  view  to  their  several  effects  upon  the  curren- 
cy. The  sub-treasury  provides,  that  after  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1643,  all  payments  to  the  United  States 
shall  be  made  in  gold  and  silver;  and  the  exche- 
quer provides  that  these  pa3rments  shall  be  made 
in— 1st,  gold  and  silver  coin;  2d,  certificates  of  de- 
posites,  public  and  private;  3d,  treasury  notes;  and 
4th,  notes  of  specie- paying  banks.  Let  us  see  if 
there  be  any  material  difference  between  the  two. 
The  first  medium  of  payment,  gold  and  silver  coin, 
is  the  same  in  both.  By  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill, 
it  is  made  lawful  for  the  exchequer  and  its  agen- 
cies, wherever  established,  to  receive  on  deposite 
fold  and  silver  coin,  and  bullion,  the  property  of 
individuals,  not  exceeding  in  amount  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  and  to  give  certificates  of  such  deposite. 
The  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies  are  also 
authorized  and  directed,  in  all  cases  where  the  pub- 
lic creditors  may  prefer  the  same,  to  issue  to  tnem 
certificates  of  deposite  for  the  amount  of  debts  due 
to  them  by  the  United  States:  the  amount  of  which 
certificates  shall  not  exceea  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Power  is  also  conferred  upon  the  proper  offi- 
cers of  the  mint,  and  branch  mints,  to  issue  like 
certificates  for  the  amount  of  all  deposites  of  bul- 
lion, Slc.  for  coinage.  All  these  certificates  are  re- 
deemable, on  presentation,  at  the  office,  agency,  or 
mint  THiere  issued/ 

I^ow,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  this  parade  and 
promise,  a  very  superficial  examination  will  show 
that  this  whole  scheme  is  a  mere  substitution  of  a 
paper  for  a  metallic  currency,  and  adds  not  one  cent 
to  the  amount  of  the  circulaUtxn.  Observe  that 
all  these  certificates,  whether  public  or  private  br 
whomsoever  given,  represent  gold  and  silver  coiA 
and  bullion.  So  &r  asthey  represent  the  fiiBt,  tk^v 
add  pothiof  lo  the  circulation;  for  the  gow^^ 


silver  coin  must  first  be  withdrawn  before  the  cer- 
tificate can  get  into  circulation;  and  the  coin  ean 
only  again  occupy  the  channels  of  circulation 
when  the  certificate  is  redeemed  and  withdrawn. 
To  the  amount  that  these  certificates  represent 
bullion,  they  increase  the  quantity  of  currency, 
making  bullion  in  deposite  for  coinage  answer  the 
purpose  of  coin .  These  mint  certificates,  however, 
let  it  be  recollected,  only  add  to  the  circulation 
during  the  time  consumed  in  the  process  Of  coin- 
age; for  so  soon  as  the  bullion  is  converted  into 
coin,  it  would  at  once  enter  into,  the  general  circu- 
lation, but  for  the  outstanding  certificate  which  re- 
presents it,  aiKl  for  the  redemption  of  which  the 
coin  must  remain  in  deposite  at  the  mint  where  the 
certificate  is  redeemable. 

I  greatly  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  authority  ffiven 
to  your  officers  to  pay  the  public  debts  in  certificates 
of  deposite,  which  can  only  be  given  when  there  is 
in  deposite,  at  the  agency  where  the  account  is  pre- 
sented, an  equal  amount  of  specie  belonging  to  the 
Government.  Yon  have  the  money  lying  oy  you 
idle,  for  which  you  have  no  immediate  use;  and 
the  great  merit  of  this  contrivance  is,  that,  instead 
of  paying  your  debt  with  it  at  once,  you  incur  all 
the  risk  of  safekeeping  the  money,  and  give  your 
note  in  payment  of  your  treasury  warrant.  Wh^ 
not  let  tiie  treasury  warrant  cireulatel  There  is 
too  much  of  the  economy  of  the  spendthrift  in  this. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  clumsy  apparatus  by  which  a 
mper  currency  is  to  be  substituted  for  a  metallic. 
Treasury  notes  are  pointed  out  as  a  third  medium 
of  payment  of  dues  to  the  United  States.  There 
is,  however,  no  provision  in  this  bill  fof^  issuing 
treasury  notes;  there  will,  therefore,  be  none  under 
its  authority  to  be  paid  in.  Those  issued  under 
existing  laws  are  aJready  made  receivable  at  the 
treasury  by  those  laws.  Notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  are  also  to  be  received;  but,  as  they  are  never 
to  be  paid  out  by  the  Qovemment,  their  circulation 
is  arrested  the  moment  they  are  paid  in.  The  ac- 
tual operation  of  this  bill  is  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  the  currency  until  these  notes  are  presented  and 
redeemed,  when  the  bank  may  re-issue  theoL  In 
the  interval,  the  coin  for  their  redemption  is  locked 
up  from  circulation  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  and 
the  notes  are  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury. 

This  comparison  oTthe  operation  of  the  two  sys- 
tems upon  the  currency  shows  very  little  to  the  ad- 
vantage 6f  the  exchequer  over  the  sub-treasury. 
Neither  adds  anything  to  the  amount  of  circuUition. 
Indeed,  this  is  one  or  the  great  merits  of  his  plan, 
claimed  by  the  g^tleman  from  Massachusetts,  both 
in  his  report  and  in  his  speech.  In  the  former,  it  is 
put  quite  as  metaphorically  as  the  subject  will 
bearr  "For  everv  paper  eagle  on  the  wing,  you  have 
a  gold  eagle  in  nana." 

How,  then,  is  that  bill  to  improve  the  currency, 
and  remedy  existing  evils'}  If  individuals  make 
deposites,  and  the  (Government  creditors  receive 
certificates,  yon  will  have  in  circulation  twenty  mil- 
lions of  Government  paper  in  lieu  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  coin  in  deposite.  But,  in  the  (fimtingency 
that  no  private  deposites  be  made,  and  your  credit- 
ors prefer  payment  of  their  debts  in  specie  to  ta- 
king your  notes,  this  plan  will  have  no  effect  upon 
the  currency,  except  to  withdraw  from  general  cir- 
culation gold  and  silver  for  Gk>vernment  use;  and 
its  identity  in  this  re^ct.  with  the  sub  treasury 
cannot  be  questioned. 

But  suppose  the  twenty  millions  of  Gk>vemment 
paper'  in  circulation:  I  am  not  disposed,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  undervalue  the  advantages  and 
conveniences  of  such  a  currency  to  the  treasury 
and  to  commerce;  but  I  doubt  exceedingly  whether 
Qovemment  will  find  in  these  advantages  a  com- 
pensation for  the  hazard  of  safekeeping  this 
amount  of  coin,  and  the  risk  of  this  comply  ma- 
chine not  working  perfectly  and  promptly  in  all  its 
parts  and  at  every  point.  This  most  delicate  opera- 
tion of  producing  and  reproducing  this  vast  amount 
of  Oovemment  money:  of  having  at  all  times  the 
constituent  coin  ready  tor  the  appearance  of  its  rep- 
resentative paper,  is  necessarily  confided  to  a  great 
number  of  agents,  ignorance  or  infidelity  in  any 
one  of  whom  mars  the  whole  system,  and  your 
treasury  feels  the  shock  in  all  its  departments.  The 
various  parts  of  this  complicated  machine,  although 
at  great  distances  from  each  other,  are  so  geared 
and  coupled  together,  that  a  failure  anywhere  will 
disturb,  if  it  do  not  destroy,  the  motion  of  the  whole. 
It  is  one  vast  chain  drawn  over  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  the  severance  of  any 
one  linjr,  "tenth  or  ten  thousandth,  breaks  the 
chain  aliJEe.'^   imagine  one  of  these  Government 


I 


certificates,  whather  for  a  private  deposite  or  a  pu^ 
lie*  debt,  presented  and  protested  for  noD-pi^3rmenis 
I  care  not  what  may  be  the  caane — ignonnee,  ina^ 
vertence,  or  inability;  oniversal  pi^e  will  be  the 
immediate  consequence;  and  as  fast  as  the  malla 
can  carry  them,  all  other  outstandin|:  certificate 
fellows  of  the  dishonored  one,  having  lost  their  * 
credit,  would  find  their  way  to  the  places  of  re- 
demption. Thus  would  end  your  national  paper 
currencv. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  Qovemment  be  willing^ 
to  assume  the  responsibility  to  which  I  have  re-^ 
ierred,  will  individuals  find  their  acconnt  in  ma- 
king depositesl  I  ean  imagine  no  inducement  u> 
do  so,  except  at  points  where  commercial  balances 
accumulate.  A  certificate,  redeemable  at  the  place 
where  these  balances  are  to  be  adjusted,  woula  cer- 
tainly be  at  a  premium  at  the  debtor  point.  Not  so 
in  any  other  case.  A  certificate,  the  specie  to  pay 
which  is  deposited  in  Cincinnati,  will  pay  %  debt 
in  New  York  only  at  a  discount  equal  to  the  ex- 

Stnse  of  transporting  the  specie  fVom  Cincinnati  ta 
ew  York. 

But,  sir,  if  individuals  should  be  inclined  Uf 
make  these  deposites,  will  the  several  States  per^ 
mit  your  agencies  lb  receive  themt  If  not,  this 
vaunted  national  paper  ctirrency,  whieh  is  t» 
achieve  such  wonders,  is  at  once  reduced  one-half, 
or  in  the  proportion  of  the  ten  naillions  allotted  lo- 
the  prohibiting  8tate& 

Since  the  attempt  of  certain  politicians  to  control 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  person  of  Jer- 
emiah Mason,  this  question  of  the  currency  has 
entered  into  all  the  arrangements  and  conflicts  of 
party,  and  I  fear  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it  will 
contmue  to  do  so. 

Much  is  said  in  this  report,  and  more  elsewhere, 
of  the  evils  inseparable  uom  the  expansibility  o{ 
a  paper  currency.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into 
that  question.  If  it  be  an  evil,  this  power  of  the 
States  over  your  agencies  will  perpetuate  it,  and 
make  the  expansion  and  contraction  of  your  nation- 
all  paper  currency  as  certain — almost  as  regular — 
as  the  risine  and  falling  of  the  tides.  When  the 
friends  of  this  national  exchequer  have  the  ascend- 
ancy in  the  State  Legislatures,  your  agencies  will 
be  permitted  to  receive  private  deposites  and  give 
certificates,  ahd  your  paper  onrrency  expands. 
When  power  shall  have  changed  hands— and  oxi 
this  very  4]uestion,  too;  for  it  will  be  a  perpetual 
and  prolific  source  of  party  strife— prohibition  will 
be  enforced,  and  your  paper  currency  contracts.  It 
vacillates  with  the  vacillations  of  party.  The  cniw~ 
rency — which  the  interests  of  Government  and 
people  alike  require  shall  be  stable,  and  removed 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  revolutions  and  vicissi' 
tudes  from  which  no  human  affiiirs  are  entirelv 
exempt— is  thus,  by  the  inherent  defect  of  its  ori^* 
nal  formation,  by  the  very  law  and  condition  of  its 
existence,  fastened  to  and  made  to  follow  the  mtitih 
tions  of  the  most  fickle  and  fluctuating  of  those  af* 
fairs— the  ever-varying  party  politics  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Speaker,  passing  from  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  12th  section  of 
this  bill,  which  recognises  the  authority  of  the 
States  to  prohibit,  by  law,  your  agencies  receiving 
private  deposites  of^gold  and  silver  coins,  and  giv- 
ing certificates  therefor.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  his  objec- 
tions drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 
I  shall  illustrate  my  opposition  from  principles  as- 
serted and  arguments  contained  in  the  report,  and 
fVom  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  project  of 
an  exchequer,  recommended  by  the  President,  con- 
tains a  provision  similar  to  this.  The  remarka, 
therefore,  I  feel  called  upon  to  make-npon  thto 
part  of  the  subject,  are  equally  applicable  to  both.  ' 

A  principal  advantage  of  the  plan  insisted  upon 
by  the  committee  in  their  report,  is,  that  "it  pro- 
vides and  secures  a  natioual  paper  currency.**  One 
pi  the  modes  indicated  of  providing  this  currency, 
is,  conferring  upon  the  exchequer  and  its  agencies 
■  authority  to  receiv-e,  on  private  deposite,  cold  and 
silver  coin  and  bullion,  the  property  of  individuals. 
Of  course,  the  committee  thinks  it,within  the  consti- 
tutional competency  of  Congress  to  adopt  this 
mode — to  confer  this  authority;  and  that  a  law  for 
that  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  yet  the  committee,  in  the  same  breath,  by  this 
12th  section,  recommend  that  we  reverse  this  order 
of  precedency,  and  make  an  unconstitutional  State 
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Mnnme,  and  & 
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cotisiiratJoDal  United  Biate* 


,  9  alM  toM,  HnSpeaker,  in  this  report 
iHt^  toiife  pomp  and  elrcnUBttuiee,  "ihai  in  biI 
omiinutltlcs,  ind  io  every  farm  Id  wbich  carrency 
'eiUb,  whether  at  coined  money  or  as  paper-  rep- 
MsenlHtlTB  of  ii,  and  -whaiher  this  be  issued  by 
lianksof  by  public  authority  directly,  the  qnestjon 
of  the  curf«Dcy  of  ihe  coaaii;  and  ibal  of  its  fiscal 
^f&irs  are.  inseparable  facts.  The  committee  has 
deeilied  il  eonsisieni  vlth  this  strong  afflrmalion  to 
reeonruM  by  this  twelOh  section  the  aalhority  of 
tbe  State;  to  sepanite  finance  from  cnrr'eDcyi  and 
compelfliie  (h«m  lo  tolerate  the  one,  alloirs  them  to 
iMMtlbeoIher.  But,  if  they  be  inseparable  facia,  il 
isoectiAe  they  are  so  blended  asnot  to  be  capable 
of  seVeraiiM,  wltboat  injury,  if  notdeslmclion,  to 
both;  beeanse  so  dependent  each  npon  the  other, 
thatihey  cannot  exist  in  a  separate  stale;  and  yet 
(bis  folal  separation  yon  permit,  if  yon  did  not  In- 
Tite  the  Sum  lo  malie  il. 

We  are  further  informed  in  the  report,  thai  "ihs 
ndical  difficnlly  in  Ihe  whole  matter  ot  Ihe  cnr- 
"mctionio  make, 
R  substitute,)  the 
>ilb  IheQeneral 
le  Btaies  of  this 
rt,  if  not  tn  tx- 
Impjicalian,  de- 
irpation  the  bill 

MS  regards  ils 
rereign  ftinction 
St  yourself,  and, 
nt,  at  all  steuis, 
e  States.  This 
aied  by  the  com- 
ledaad  perpetn- 

a  the  repon.  that 
)vide  a  nalional 
ilii^"bnt,  by  (he 
eci  opposition  to 
ide  the  Qltimate 
o(  this  adequate 

pprobalion,  ihe 
r  of  the  Govern- 
laper  medium  of 
ill,  they  put  it  in 
lis  supply  as  ea- 
sel of  word^  is 
ly  run,  this  ISib 
le  Slate  Legitla- 
liabin.  And  in 
ict  coDSlruction- 
sSlele-righl  fea- 
ijmmenl  lo  give 
If  the  States 
constitutions,  or 
Stales,  your  law 
ii  Is  inoperative, 
live  upon  pan* 


Sfert  your  power 
horiiy  (0  receive 
:  have  the  power 

Speaker,  of  the 
iven  for  this  dia- 
horityiolayand 
place  for  their 
1  that  this  same 
le  of  the  sources 
h  is  deduced  Ihe 
ional  paper  cur- 
squer;  and  sure- 
)  latter  power^s 
osile  of  [he  pub- 
is with  the  gta- 
),  and  in  dlrecl 
Ds  expressed  in 
bill,  be/ond  all 
!  fixed  constitu- 

of  expediency  I 
y  own  opiDions; 
)  lo  the  wishes, 
if  yon  please,  of 
I  iTonld  be  an- 
lo  preconceived 


giveupihat  parlofihe  Constilution  which,  .  . 
than  any  otbei:,  dislitiffoishes  it  from  the  anides 
of  Confederation,  of  wfeich  the  want  of  this  very 
authorilj'  was  the  great  defect;  when  called  upon  to 
throw  this  Ooreramenl  back  upon  a  miserable  and 
imbecile  dependence  tipon  the  State  iiegisJttiurea; 
when  invoked  to  make  partliion  of  that  aulhoriiy 
which  the  people  conferred  upon  us,  with  those  to 
whom  they  most  wisely  denied  it, — I  cannot  but  re- 
collect there  are  other  £ied  constilutional  facts 
besides  the  Executive  veto.  One  of  those  facts  is, 
that  all  legislative  power  under  the  Constilmion  is 
conferred  upon  Congrese;  wbich  power  each  mem- 
ber is  sworn  lo  execute  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution,  Part  of  ihose  legislative  powers — 
Ihoee  from  which  are  claimed,  and  properly  claimed, 
for  thin  OoveromeDi,  Ibe  authority  to  provide  a 
national  paper  currency — are  enumerated  in  the  re- 
port. This  bill,  in  eiecaiion  of  that  power,  pro- 
vides such  a  currency;  this  power  we  are  sworn  lo 
execute  ourielves;  that  oath  is  a  perpetual  interdict 
to  the  surrender  oflhat  power,  no  matter  at  whose 
bidding,  no  matter  for  wtiat  purpose. 

This  bill  recognises  iwo  kinds  of  cnrrency— gold 
and  silver  coin,  and  paper.  For  reasons  given  in 
Ihe  report — its  en  eafmcss  and  fae  i  lily  of  remitt  ance— 
the  paper,  it  is  supposeil,  will  be  mora  desirable, 
and  therefore  more  valuable,  than  the  coin.  If  ibis 
be  true,  tht  convenience  which  this  paper  cntren- 
cy  is  Intended  to  aObrd  the  treasury  will  be  lost, 
Commercial  !«gacity  will  atsoib,  if  Dot  the  whole, 
the  greater  part  ol  it  in  commercial  eichanget 
and  leave  the  Government  lo  a  more  cumbrous  and 
expensive  coin. 

Having  loncbed  upon  some  of  the  objectionable 
points  in  the  plan  of  an  excbeqtier  reported  by  the 
com mlltee,  permit  mC  lo  call  your  allenlion  to  thai 
recommended  by  Ihe  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury. 
The  remarlcfi  which  I  have  already  made  upon  the 
one.are  equally  applicable  to  the  same  provisions 
of  the  other.  As  a  mode  of  attaining  Ibe  great  ob- 
ject proposed  by  these  bills,  as  a  mere  measure  of 
finance  and  currency,  the  scheme  of  Ihe  Secretary 
bas  great  advantages  over  thai  of  Ihe  committee. 
With  the  latter,  it  authorises  the  exchequer  nt  the 
seal  of  Government,  and  its  agencies  in  ihe  Steles, 
to  receive  privale  dcpcsites  of  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion,  and  to  issue  certificates  Iherefor;  the 

ceed  fifleen  millions  of  dollars.  Forlhe  safekeep- 
ing of  the  specie,  and  issning  Ihe  certificate,  a 
premium  not  exceeding  one-half  per  cent,  maybe 
charged.  This  charge  to  the  depoeilor,  I  think, 
will  exclude  from  the  vaults  of  the  exchequer  Ihe 
coin  of  individuals,  so  long  as  the  banks  continue 
10  do  what  they  always  have  done — receive  such 
depoaltes,  and  issue  such  certificates,  free  of  ex- 
TJie  commillee,  in  Iheir  hill,  made  these 
' '  i-j:-ij.,ji  depoBites  receivable  ai  Ihe 


certificates  of  indiv 


discredited  by  the  Qovernment,  they 
discount  in  market;  and  1  leave  it  lo  the  financier- 
ing skill  which  devised  the  project,  to  point  out  the 
collaieral  advantagee  wlueb  led  lo  the  belie!  that 
individuals  would depMi'te  golHand  silver, and  re- 
ceive in  exchange  depreciated  paper.  These  cer- 
tiGcaies,  with  this  fatal  mark  of  exclusion  upon 
them,  are  intended  as  a  circulation  lor  the  people 
tbns  recofn^islng and  legsliiingODeof  the  praclical 
results,  and  one  of  the  most  onions  fsatares  of  the 
sub-lreasnry — one  currency  for  Ihe  Qovernment, 
and  anotber  for  the  people.  Bir,  under  Ibeae  cir- 
cumstances, there  is  no  rtst  in  Ihe  prediction  that 
tbeantfclpated  deposiles  will  never  be  made,  and 
all  expectations  of  relief  from  Ihal  quarter  will  be 
utierly  disappointed. 

In  addition  to  this,  Ihe  Secretary  proposes  to  issue 
flfleen  millions  of  dollars,  in  ihe  form  of  ireaaury 
note.'*,  upon  a  ba^is  of  five  millions  of  specie,  with 
a  power  reserved  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
tnenlai^  IhatbasistoieBmillionN,  by  creating  a 
Oovernmenl  slock  redeemable  in  Iwenty  years. 
These  ireasnry  notes  being  authoriied,  il  was  ne- 
ces^ry  to  provide  some  mode  by  which  they  could 
be  pot  and  kept  in  circnlation.  For  this  purpose, 
the  officers  of  the  exchequer  are  directed  to  make 
pavment  of  all  drafts  upon  tlHm  (at  the  option  of 
the  creditor)  Id  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  ireastiiy 
notes;  and  it  isdeelarcd  lawfnl  forthe  board  of  ex- 
chequer, and  e«ch  of  its  afteDciea,  to  pDrchaae  do- 
mestic ulb  of  excbaice,  under  certain  resulatioiu,' 


The  said  board  and  its  agencies  are  alao  antliorinf 
to  draw  bills  or  draOs  on  each  other,  abd  lO  tt, 
such  bills  or  draltsai-B  premium  not  to  exceed  tm 
per  cent.  r4ow,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  lo  CitM 
some  probable  conjeclnre  how  this  measlire  win 
work,  as  one  of  finance  and  currency,  (ilspoJilicil 
bearings  I  shall  examine  hereaAer,)  let  ot  Ididl  u 
the  apparatus  intended  lo  produce  these  greU  r. 
suits. 

There  is  established  in  Ihe  Treasury  D^tM- 
menl,  at  Ihe  seat  of  G<ivemment,  a  board,  to  tf 
called  ihe  exchequer  of  the  United  States,  la  h 
composed  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Trsunry;  tht 
Treasurer  ol  the  United  Elaie.'^,  and  three  oj«- 
missioners,  to  be  appointed  by  Ihe  Presidat,  viik 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  The  Secretary  ol  ihi 
Treasury  is  aatborized  to  appoint  all  such  inftiiM 
ofiicers  lis,  in  the  judgment  ol  the  board,  the  ttt|» 
action  of  iL-  business  may  require.  The  board  it 
exchequer  is_also    authorised   to  establish  tni 


lion  of  such  ofilcers.  The  exchequer  and  t 
cers,  thus  organized,  are  declared  to  be  the  Mh, 
eral  agents  of  the  Government  of  the  UiuJed' 
Stales  for  receivft)g,  safekeeping,  and  didignl:^ 
the  public  moneys,  and  irsnsfern'ng  and  tranaot- 
ting  the  same.  The  exchequer  is  alsj  anlhodad 
to  receive  private  deposites,  as  we  have  seen,  IQ  iW 
amount  of  815,000.000;  lo  issue  treasorj  notes  to 
Ihe  amount  of  815,000,000;  and  lo  purchase  dowe- 
lic  bills  of  exchange,  wilb  no  olber  limil  than  Ihdc 
ability  to  pay  fbr  them. 

This,  iir,  is  a  concise  but  accurate  deficri|XKn 
oftbe  exchequer.  Let  us  suppose  it  in  full  optn- 
tiuD.  There  are, then,  the  board  at  Washuigiak, 
and  filly-eight  agencies  distrihnied  Aiongli  it 
Stales,  having  in  their  custody  and  control,  wket 
on  deposite  or  in  circolation^  S4il,000/n0,  £« 
which  the  Government  of  Ibe  united  Stales  ii  ■ 
all  times  responsible;  and  this  sum  does  net  » 
elude  the  ordinary  daily  accming  reveniM.  I 
would  not  exaggerate  ibe  nnmber  ol  perstas  b» 
cesaary  lo  Ihe  transaction  of  all  this  bntiacaa 
When  the  estimates  shall  come  in  from  the  Tm*. 
ury  lor  the  payment  of  iheir  salarie.'',  yon  affl 
find  they  will  tar  exceed  three  hundred.  Bnnxat 
them  lobe  that  number,  he  mnsi  have  more  Jailt 
in  the  integriiy  and  capacity  of  revenue  oScen 
than  I  have,  who  has  confidence  in  a  scbetac  i^ 
finance  dependent  for  its  success  upon  findm; 
Uiese  dualities,  in  an  eminent  degree,  in  so  liige 
a  number  of  mm.  Sir,  we  have  bills  upon  car 
calendar  for  Ihe  release  of  the  sureties  ofdebub- 
Ing  ofiicers,  which  may  give  us  some  wbolwhi 
admoniiiouh  upon  this  subject.  It  is  not  aierr 
violent  presumption,  nor  one  at  whicb  t  saFfiMt 
the  Administration  or  its  friends  wiH  take  irt, 
that  these  appointmeois  will  be  made  from  pElid- 
cal  considerations.  The  removal  of  Joottkn 
Boberts  is  a  pregnant  pioofof  that.  Officenlhn 
appointed  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  acl  fnA 
higher  motives  than  those  which  led  to  their  ft- 
lection.  The  faie  of  Jonathan  Roberts  will  pte- 
venl  Ibal.  Political  considerations,  Iben,  it  aij 
be  safely  assumed,  will  not  be  entirely  wiibw 
their  influence  in  determining  the  direcliaa  of 
axchequer  facilities,  and  who- e  bills  of  eicha|i 
shall  be  purchased.  Securities  of  this  descr^Ilca 
are  not  generally  considered  tbe  most  valuhk 
among  cautious  and  considerate  meti.  Whm  K 
this  lemptation — lo  look  beyond  Ibe  mere  tiId> 
oflhe  bill— we  add  the  consideration  that  ihei 
men  have  no  pecuniary  interest  in  Ihe  Iransactku 
they  control,  and  that  ^ey  bear  no  part  of  Ihe  loo, ' 
if  loss  ensue;  we  can  scarcelv,  1  think,  avnidlb 
conclusion,  that  this  boasted  plan  is  defined  to  u 
signal  a  failure  as  its  equally  boasted  predeus- 

But,  sir,  if  this  plan  be  thus  fall  of  rlak,  wa  pen 
mailer  of  dollars  and  cents,  how  will  yoci  emaNE 
its  danger  as  a  political  enginel  It  has  l«ag  Im 
the  policy  of  the  Whigs,  and  il  is  tbe  trna  ralier 
of  Ibe  coantry,  lo  restrain  and  circanoFcrtbebNa- 
livepower.  The  President  being  tbe  eao*Iitalli«l 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  it  ba 
been  justly  deemed  of  the  la.<t  importance  loc» 
move,  as  far  as  poesible,  from  bis  eontFol,iheln«' 
nre  of  Ihe  nuton.  Xiiu  grown  Uio  s  aui^^ 
free  government,  that  iba  pane  and  tlit  im 
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dfeoid  Ml  be  iBtr listed  \o  the  ^ame  havde.  Sa 
fvere  (he  fmmers  of  ikt  ConstiiuUon  of  this 
iftJMii  I  key  €^pres9\y  provided  that  ao  appro- 
ioBL  of  moaeyi  to  rai^  and  support  armies, 
should  be  made  lor  a  longer  time  than  iwo  years. 
Eiiboii  at  the  immenae  sums  of  money  whica  this 
tnU  irt  «Ul  linies  places  in  the  handn  of  officers  ile- 
pendem  upon  the  President  for  their  appoinunent, 
iBd  at  etery  momeat  subject  to  his  power  of  re> 
siOTsA.  Do  you  expect  independent  action  from 
nea  thussiinatedl  You  will  oe  disappointed.  The 
aoiMrol  Of  thd  oS&er  is  the  control  of  the  fund. 
They  are  his  officers,  and,  with  rare  exceptions, 
vill  do  his  bidding.  We  opposeii  the  suo-ireas- 
iry— ^I  did,  at  least — ^because  of  this  very  increase 
>f  power  which  U  contcrred  upon  the  President. 
[b  ciompariBoa  with  this,  that  fiscal  agent  was  abso- 
ottf  y  impotent.  The  sub-treasury  had  no  author- 
ij  to  receive  private  deposites,  to  issue  treasury 
lotes,  or  to  grant  pecuniary  favors,  in  ^hape  of  bills 
>f  exchange,  in  return  for  political  support  la  the 
roufbe  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Grovemment, 
here  would  seldom  have  been  in  the  treaJ^ry  at 
nie  time  more  than  five  or  six  raillioDs  of  dollars, 
ind  tbat  at  every  mouient  liable  to  treasury  drafts. 
rhu  same  ai^ount,  and  under,  the  same  liabilities, 
vfU  be  in  depipsite  in  the  exchequer,  besides  the 
j>rivate  depjoaites  and,  specie  basis  of  the  treasury 
^jp^;.  which  being  necessarily  of  a  more  perma- 
ie»i  charapter,  will  be  less  freouenlly  called  for. 
ind;  tnerefore  more  exposed  to  be  withdrawn  ana 
^^andered. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts,  [Mr.  Casu- 
Mra^  feeling  the  Cbrce  ot  this  objection,  he*s  attempt- 
id  loobviate  it  by  saying,  "You  could  have  nothing 
hAV  was  tfi  exert  a  useful  activity  without  power. 
[/  you  excluded  power,,  you  at  once  excluded  ac- 
ion.  Did  you  want*  useful  aaion,  how  w^  it  to 
>c  had  without  power?  To  refuse  power  was  to 
mioia  inaetivity.  In  any  possible  mode  of  man- 
i^^ing  the  finances  of  such  a  nation  as  this,  power 
NfOB  4mavoidable ;  there  must  be  power."  Such 
ilirasea  as  these  were  never  wanting  to  calm  the 
fears  and  lull  the  suspicions  of'  a  jealous  people; 
mder  cover  of  them,  usurpation  bsis  ever  made  its 
iure  advances.  Admitting  their  truth  as  general 
>  repositions,  I  beg  leave  to  say  they  do  not  meet 
he  case,  or  remove  the  objections.  That  some 
>ower  is  necessary,  was  never  denied;  that  is  not 
be  question.  Does  not  this  bill  confer  upon  the 
President  more  power  than  is  necessary  to  the 
iccom))lhhmE>nt  of  its  object!  That  is  (he  true 
^aestion.  If  so,  then  the  power  is  excessive;  and 
lU  will  aeree  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  re- 
ase  ft.  By  the  veto,  the  President  controls  the 
e^fel&tion  of  Congress;  give  him  the  exchequer, 
md  he  will'conlrol  the  money  of  the  people.  What 
)thier  power  is  wanting  to  constitute  nim  a  despotl 

Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
W^nrrHHOP,]  speaking  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
ce  of  Ways  and  Means,  complains  that  they  seem 
mwilling  to  place  any  confidence  in  the  honesty  of 
>iiblic  officers;  and  to  show  that  such  confidence 
nay  be  ^fely  extended  to  them,  he  disregards  the 
lumeroiis  instances  of  recent  defalcations  in  our 
>wii  cbtlmry,  which  had  no  doubt  awakened  the 
fot^dCfOB  of  the  committee,  and  quotes  Montes- 
]oiea,  who  says  that  fear  is  the  basis  of  despotic 
^oremments.  honor  of  monarchies,  and  virtue  of 
'epubdics.  I^oes  the  honorable  gentleman  under- 
itaod  the  great  philosopher  to  refer  to  the  virtne  of 
hepepple,  or  their  ruiersi  It  is  fear  in  the  subject, 
md  not  in  the  king,  which  is  the  basis  of  despot- 
sBOi  and  the  virtue  of  the  people,  not  of  the  rulers, 
s  the  basis  of  republics.  The  prime  v  irtue  of  a  re- 
^ablicao  people  is  an  ever- wakeful  jealousy  of  the 
>ower  intrusted  to  the  dlovernment;  and  especially 
o  place  little  reliance  upon  the  integrity  of  treas- 
try  ai^ents,  through  whose  hands  the  pubhc  money 
>astes;  and  leas,  if  possible,  upon  the  disinterested- 
aees  .of  politicians  who  dii'act  its  expenditure. 

The  chairman  of  the  special  committee  [Mr. 
Z^ubhing]  tells  us  lie  once  thought  that  the  exche- 
lixer  wcmld  not  furnish  so  safe  a  depository  of  the 
;>|]Mic  fiind^  as  a  bank  of  the  United  States;  but 
ldd$i  "with  the  ruina  in  our  sight  of  the  old  United 
^lac!^  Banjc— with  the  proof  of  its  whole  capital 
lavi^  baen  ^qoaaderea—it  surely  did  not  become 
[^oo^faa'to  say  that  such  an  institution  was  the 
tafeeM.  pilaee  k>  keep  the  public  treasure."  It  cannot 
Mive  eaeaped  your  recollection,  sir,  that,  at  the 
fixtra  sewiofi  in  1841,  that  gentleman,  with  the 
;«fOe  roina  in  his  eyea,  and  that  same  proof  of 
iqaandered  capital  before  him,  voted  for  two  hills 
chartering  United  States  banks,  for  the  avowed 


purpose  of  receiving  the  public  deposites.  This 
same  idea  of  the  insecurity  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  is  found  in  M  r.  Forward's  rc^ri,  who  ad- 
mits, however,  that  it  was  always  faithful  to  iis 
engagements,  and  that  ihe  Qovernment  sustained 
no  loss.  1  marvel  that  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  ruin  they  deplore  was 
not  of  a  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  but  a  State 
bank  of  Pennsvlvania,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  within  its  limited 
sphere  of  qperations,  it  could  not  legitimately  use 
in  banking,  and  therefore  ran  into  the  wildest 
speculations;  an4  that  was  the  caase  of  its  ruin. 

This  exchequer,  Mr.  Speaker,  is,  in  everything 
but -name,  a  Government  bank.  This,  to  be  sure, 
is  denied  by  its  (^riends,  because  it  is  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  such  an  institution  is  full  of  danger 
to  the  purity  of  our  Government  and  the  liberties 
of  our  people. 

That  this  exchequer  will  not  furnish  the  relief 
anticipated  from  it,  is  almost  admitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary in  bis  report,  who  says:  "The  exchequer 
can  lend  money  to  nobody;  it  can  furnish  capital 
to  no  one  to  begin,  carry  on,  or  uphold  his  busi- 
ness;'' "all  real  borrowing  and  lending  is  excluded; 
and  bills  are  to  be  taken  on  such  time  only  as  is  ne- 
cessary for  ordinary  notice  and  the  usual  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence."  , 

f^or  these  reasons,  I  cannot  snpjport  these  plans, 
or  either  of  them. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OP  NfcW  HAM^SfftRl:. 

In  Senate^  j^ebruary  19, 1843 — On  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  as  to  treaisury  notes,  proposing  to  fund 
them« 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  the  chairman  hav- 
ing referred-to  him  as  approving  the  amendment, 
it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  misaf^re- 
hension,  to  state  briefly  the  reasons  for  his  opinion. 
He  did  not  wish  to  fund  treasury  notes  when  the 
treasury  possessed  the  means  of  payment,  or  was 
likely  soon  to  have  them;  or  when  those  in  power 
were  willing  to  go  forward  wisely,  and  raise  the 
necessary  means  within  the  year  to  discharge  the 
expenses  of  the  year.  Bnt  the  close  of  the  session 
had  now  arrivea,  without  a  single  efifort,  on  the 
part  of  the  majority,  to  raise  those  means,  either 
by  a  mddificatlon  of  the  present  injudicious  tariff, 
or  by  any  other  taxes.  This  had  occurred  in  the 
face  of  a  resolution,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Senate,  almost  or  quite  unanimously,  in  these 
words: 

"Rttolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
provide  an  adequate  revenue  within  the  year  to  meet  the  cur* 
rent  expenaee  of  the  year;  and  that  any  expedient,  either  by 
loan  or  treasury  noiee,  to  supply,  in  time  of  peace,  a  deficiency 
of  revenue,  especially  during  aucceeMve  yeart,  ii  anwiae,  and 
m  ust  lead  to  pemicibua  conaequencea.  *  * 

His  own  principles,  at  all  times,  had  been  imfa- 
vorable  to  the  issue  or  re-issue  of  treasury  notes, 
or  to  a  permanent  loan,  in  time  of  peace,  except  in 
a  temporary  exigency;  and  when  additional  rev- 
enue to  meetJthe  notes,  as  in  1837,  was  soon  ex- 
pected; or  when,  as  between  that  and  1841,  all 
looked  forward  to  a  judicious  alteration  in  the 
tariff,  at  an  early  day,  suited  to  redeem  any  notes 
which  might  be  outstanding.  Indeed,  the  whole 
amount  out  at  several  dates  during  that  period, 
was  only  a  single  million  and  a  fraction;  and 
at  others,  two  millions  and  a  fraction:  while  now 
it  exceeded  eleven  millions;  and  now  none  of 
the  majority  proposed  to  raise  revenue  sufficient, 
or  expressed  any  hopes  of  having  revenue  suffi- 
cient, for  many  years,  to  redeein  them. 

It  is  another  alarming  fact,  that  several  millions 
of  the  treasury  notes  now  ,out  are  actually  due, 
and  no  means  whatever  are  provided  which  the 
Administration  intends  to  apply  to  their  redemp- 
tion. It  is  further  manifest  to  any  one  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  this  subject,  that  quite 
eleven  millions  of  the  eleven  and  a  half  now  out 
will  fall  due  within  this  calendar  year.  All  that 
is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Treasury  Department 
is,  not  to  apply  the  borrowed  money  to  redeem 
them  as  far  as  it  will  go— though  we  permitted  it 
to  be  borrowed  for  that  very  object— but  to  perse- 
vere la  a  system  of  re-issue  and  re-issue,  without 
the  least  prospect  of  final  pajfihent,  imder  the  exist- 
ing laws,  for  several  years. 

We  had  been  giaveiy  told  in  a  high  qaarter,  that, 

as  the  notes  were  on  interest,  they  xnight  not  be 

presented  for  payment;  and  hence,  perhaps,  the 

department  toaight  ^  akstg  without  any  provision 

I  whatever.    6  tit  what  should  we  think  of  an  indi- 


vidual, who  made  no  provision  to  pay  his  note  or 
bond,  when  falling  due,  because  it  was  on  interest^ 
What  cquld  be  more  negligent  and  fatal  to  crediti 
.At  last,  however,  it  was  discovered  that,  in  any 
fluctuation  of  the  money  market,  the  whole  of  the 
notes  might  be  paid  in  for  duties  and  lands— or  pay- 
ment demanded  of  those  due;  and  thus  the  treas- 
ury be  compelled  again,  and  at  once,  to  stop  pay- 
ment. Hence,  the  official  recommendation  now 
was  to  give  power  to  re-issue  other  notes.  This 
was  better  than  nothing,  but  was  not  enough  for 
the  occasion.  Mr.  W.  was  convinced  that  this 
would  be  mere  evasion,  and  shuffling  off,  and  pro- 
crastination, without  any  expectation  or  ability 
soon  to  make  final  payment,  li  was  done,  likewise, 
at  the  highest  rate  (of'^six  per  cenp;)  now,  though  at 
a  much  lower  rale  formerly. 

On  the  contrary,  a  permanent  loan  could  proba- 
bly be  now  effected  at  five  per  cent.,  or  five  and  a 
half,  and  for  eight  or  ten  years  only;  and  by  au- 
thorizing these,  or  any  better  terms  which  can  be 
obtained,  through  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
we  should  save  interest— considering  the  rale  now 
paid — and  (what  was  much  more  in  importance) 
should  sustain  the  national  faith  honorabljr.  He 
conceded  that,  for  large  and  permanent  deficiencies, 
a  loan  like  that  proposed  in  the  amendment  was, 
only  a  choice  of  evils.  We  had  to  select  belween 
that,  and  bankruptcy  or  financial  (Horace.  But, 
in  his  view,the  truecourse  to  meet  such  deficiervcias 
was  taxation,  or  a  reduction  of  expenses  so  as  to 
have  prevented  them. 

But  we  had  hitherto  refused  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penses sufficiently;  we  had  neglected  to  lax  sufl5- 
ciently;  we  had  failed  to  gel  means  enough,  by  the 
panaceas  of  giving  away  the  land  revenue  for  a 
lime,  and  of  making  a  high  protective  tariff,  instead 
of  a  revenue  one. 

3Vhat,  then,  was  the  best  measure  lefll  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  to  make  the  loan,  rather  than  tem- 

Sorize  longer,   and  incur  the   danger  of  further 
iscredit,  protests,  and  insolvency,  neaped  on  the 
public  treasury. 

The  only  remaining  doubt  about  this  loan  must 
be,  that  some  misht  think  the  condition  of  the 
treasury  so  flourishing  as  to  be  able  to  redeem  tbeae 
notes  as  they  fall  due,  or  redeem  ttiem  as  soon  as 
the  next  year,  by  the  current  revenue.  If  either  of 
these  were  the  fact,  or  were  highly  probable,  he,  for 
one,  would  not  prefer  a  permanent  loan,  but  a  fur- 
ther issue  or  re-issue  of  notes  during  another  year. 

But,  in  his  view,  neither  of  those  events  could  be 
justly  anticipated.  Neither  was  pretended  to  be 
probable  by  the  Treasury  Departn^ent,  or  by  its 
organs  <m  the  floor  of  either  House  of  Congress: 
nor  could  any  Senator  expect  either,  who  woula 
look^a  moment  at  the  real,  naked  condition  of  the 
treasury, -^though  it  had  been  a  matter  of  so  much 
exultation  with  some  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
a  few  days  ago,  in  this  body.  In  truth,  so  lamenta-^ 
ble  was  its  condition,  all  admit  that  the  expenses 
of  this  calendar  year  would  not  be  met  without  the 
use,  for  that  purpose,  of  the  milliona  of  borrowed 
money  on  hand,  which  bad  been  authorized  for  the 
different  purpose  of  redeeming  these  very  notes. 

What,  sir !  boast  that  we  are  able  to  get  .alonig 
this  year,  in  profound  peace,  and  after  all  reforms, 
only  by  the  help  of  five  or  six  millions  of  borrowed 
moneyl— boast  that  we  have  been  able,  at  last, 
to  borrow  money,  though  nqt  till  after  abandoning 
the  finances  distributed,  and  reducing  our  expenses 
down  to  near  the  standard  proposed  by  us,  and  vio- 
lently resisted  by  our  opponents,  no  longer  ago  than 
the  last  sessioni 

In  proof  of  this,  he  would  submit  two  or  three 
facts.  At  this  late  hour,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  omit  all  unimportant  details,  and  merely 
say  that  the  whole  estimated  revenue  of  the 
year,  including  the  lands,  was  but  S2,600,000  inde- 
pendent of  the  customs.  Now,  compute  these  last 
at  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions,  as  the  Secretary 
did  last  December;  or  at  thirteen,  as  he  has  since 
stated;  and  every  one  can  see  that  there  will  not 
be  enough  to  pay  either  of  his  estimated  amount 
of  expenditures.  One  of  them  was  at  twenty,  and 
the  other  at  twenty-two  millions.  How,  then,  do 
he  and  all  his  friends  calculate  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  this  calendar  year— to  say  nothing 
now  of  the  next  half  year;  for  which  we  have  also 
made  large  appropriations  with  inadequate  meansi 
,  I  repeat,  sir:  tney  expect  it  solely  by  the  use  of 
the  borrowed  money  on  hand  the  1st  of  Jantiaty, 
9IkI  that  obtained  since;  and  solely,  too,  by  divert- 
il^  it  from  its  original  destination— the  reae^tion 
of^ese  very  notes,  whichj  in  part,  we  are  thna 
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Senite, 


forced  to  fund   in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
amendmeat  ander  consideration. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable,  too,  that  the  data  on 
which  even  thirteen  millions  from  custom?  are 
coinpnted  to  be  likely  to  be  received,  as  exhibited 
by  a  financial  report  In  the  other  House,  do  not  sus- 
tain that  estimate.  We  may,  in  the  end,  receive 
such  an  amount,  or  even  more.  On  that  he  offered 
no  opinion.  But  the  data  of  $3,116,370,  assumed 
as  the  accruing  duties  of  the  last  quarter,  on  its 
imports,  had  since  been  admitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  be  more  than  half  a  million  too  high. 

[Mr.  Evans  asked  wherel  He  wanted  to  see  the 
documents] 

Mr.  W.  sail  here  ihev  are.  The  first  one  before 
him  was  addressed  to  the  Senate,  (No.  167;)  and 
the  other  is  in  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment (page  10)  annexed  to  that  very  financial  re- 
port (rio.  227)  in  the  other  House.  This  two  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand— or,  to  give  the  figures 
from  the  report,  ^,579,380— being  quadrupled  for 
the  year,  instead  of  the  other  larger  sum,  would 
show  an  error  of  between  two  and  three  millions. 
But  the  iLccruing  duties— if  the  term  is  properly 
used— are  the  gross  duties,  and  not  the  net,  which 
is  supposed  in  the  report  in  the  other  House;  and 
hence  the  net  duties  would  be  still  further  less, 
for  the  year,  by  near  three  millions— showing,  per- 
haps, still  another  error,  quiie  to  that  extent. 

If  the  other  basis  of  computation  in  that  report 
is  relied  on — which  i<?,  that  the  dutiable  imports 
in  1813  will  be  $40,000,000,  and  the  duties  on 
them,  at  35  per  cent,  on  the  average,  will  yield 
$14,000,000— and  $1,000,000  deducted  from  that, 
will  give  $13,000,000  net  revenue.  There  seems 
to  be  another  error  also  in  that,  approaching  $2,- 
000,000.  Because  the  drawbacks  of  all  kinds,  and 
boimties,  are  likely  to  be  near  $2,000,000,  and  are 
not  deducted;  but  only  the  sum  of  $1,000,000, 
which  is  not  equal  to  the  mere  expenses  of  collec- 
tion. But  enough  of  this.  Passing  over  all  other 
details,  it  must  be  manifest  that  the  $5,000,000  to 
$7,000,000  of  borrowed  money  now  on  hand,  must 
be  diverted  from  the  redemption  of  these  notes,  in 
order  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  year; 
and  henc6,  that  the  notes  must  be  funded,  or  left 
Tinpaid,  and  to  be  re-issued  without  end. 

The  prospect  next  year  is  no  better  than  this,  for 
these  reasons:  To  be  sure,  the  expenses  last  vyear 
and  this  would  have  been  much  higher,  if  the  real 
friends  of  retrenchment  had  not  united  and  re- 
duced the  appropriations  near  $6,000,000  below 
what  the  Administration  asked.  Ii  is  true,  also, 
that  we  have  again  this  year  cut  them  down  $2,000,- 
000  or  $3,000,000  further  below  the  estimates,  if 
excesses  are  not  run  into  before  we  adjourn.  But 
still  $18,000,000,  including  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
will  probably  be  as  low  a  point  as  will  be  re;^ched 
this  or  the  next  year,  and  the  customs  and  lands 
together  are  not  likely  to  exceed  that  amount  much, 
if  any,  till  1845,  when  several  millions  of  the  per- 
manent debt  fall  due,  and  mu?t  be  paid.  In  further 
evidence  of  this,  Mr.  W.  said  he  neld  in  his  hand 
a  tabular  statement  of  the  debt,  showing  not  only  its 
amount,  old  and  new,  permanent  and  temporary, 
but  the  amounta  soon  becoming  due.  He  would 
not  tjouble  the  Senate  with  reading  the  details. 

DEBT. 

1.  Permanent  loan  negoti- 
ated -  •  -  $13,974,445 

2.  Treasury  notes  out  1st 
February,  1843    -  -    11,731,327 


^  5  Old  debt 
^'  \  District  debt 


323,566 
1,380,000 


$25,705,773 


Aggregate 


1,703,566 
-  27,409,338 


D8BT  DUE  SOON. 

a.  Now  due  of  treasury  notes,  about     - 

b.  Old  debt  due  now 

c.  District  debt  due  each  year,  about     - 

d.  New  debt,  due  in  1845,  ab^ut 

e.  Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  1843 
and  some,  now  due,  issued  under  act 
of  July  31, 1842 

f.  Treasury  notes  issued  alter  August 
31, 1842,  and  falling  due  in  1843 


$3,722,831 

323,566 

80,000 

5,672,976 


9,543,755 
2,402,390 


Making,  of  notes  falling  due 


in  1843 
Now  due 


.  $7,346,146 
-    3,722,831 


To  b$  provided  for  in  1843 


-  11,068,977 


This  differed  some,  but  not  very  materially,  from 
what  had  been  suggested  by  the  chairman.  But  it 
showed  a  load  imposed  on  our  shoulders,  for  this 
year  and  a  few  coming  years,  which  rendered  the 
redemption  of  the  treasury  Aptes  hopeless,  unless 
new  taxes,  or  a  further  permanent  loan,  were  re- 
sorted to.    So  much  for  tnis  view  of  the  subject. 

Another  view — not  unimportant  to  advert  to  a 
moment — was,  that  this  is  not  the  entertainment  to 
which  we  were  invited  at  the  extra  session  in 
1841. 

It  was  then  stated  by  the  Treasury  Department 
that  a  permanent  lofim  of  twelve  millions  would  re- 
deem all  the  treasury  notes  then  outstanding,  wheth- 
er issued  before  or  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841; 
pay  all  the  expenses  and  additional  appropriations 
asked  for  at  the  extra  session,  and  all  the  arrears 
and  peculiar  charges  growing  out  of  large  unex- 
pended appropriations.  Recollect  that  all  these 
were  to  be  covered  by  only  twelve  millions;  though 
the  Secretary  wished  a  few  more,  lor  a  convenient 
balance  on  hand,  &c.  Now,  mark  the  lamentable 
result:  the  twelve  millions  were  granted;  the  tariff, 
in  several  particulars,  was  raised  in  1841  so  as  to 
give  more  revenue;  another  high  tariff  was  given  in 
1842;  and  the  appropriations  asked  were  reduced 
by  Congress  five  or  six  millions;  and  yet  the  con- 
templated new  debt,  instead  of  being  confined  to 
twelve  millions,  has  been  increased  to  more  than 
double— being  $25,705,772.  At  the  same  time,  too, 
the  treasury  notes  out  in  March,  1841,  (of  only 
five  millions  and  a  half,)  and  what  had  since  been 
issued,  instead  of  being  redeemed  and  extinguished 
by  the  permanent  loan,  have  been  doubled  in 
amount  smce  March,  1841.  And  the  whole  perma- 
nent loan  has  been  applied,  or  is  to  be  applied,  to 
other  purposes.  What  lame  and  impotent  man- 
agement! what  breach  of  promise! 

Mr.  W.  said  he  held  in  his  hand  an  exhibit  of 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  out  "every  month 
from  1837  till  now;  and  which  would  show  that  the 
average  aggregate  before  March,  1841,  had  been  only 
about  four  millions;  though,  since,  it  had  exceeded 
eight  millions,  and  was  now  over  eleven  millions; 
and  that  this  increase  had  been  recommended  by 
those  who  before  had  denounced  the  use  of  such 
notes,  and  who  proposed,  as  one  of  their  first  steps, 
to  redeem  or  fund  the  whole  of  them. 

VniUd  States  treasury  notes  outstanding  on  the  Xst 
of  each  month,  from  1837  to  1843. 


Months. 

1837. 

Ifffi. 

1839. 

January 

2,206,468  28 

7,343948 

February 

— 

4,485,904  28 

6.613.662 

March   • 

— 

6,5ia96l  65 

6,662946 

April   .• 

— 

3.967,319  72 

7,690.492 

May       .       .       . 

4,349.751  47 

6,963.564 

June 

4.800,907  26 

6.062288 

July       -       •       . 

— 

8,334,014  25 

6,456,542 

.  Augoat 

— 

7,966,682  81 

6,160.430 

Sepirmber     • 

— 

8097,310  01 

4,519.937 

Oc«ot)«r 

^^ 

ao96,46o  or 

3,707  360 

November     • 

53723  83 

8,009760  01 

3.394,180 

December     • 

1,495,464  07 

7.763,660  01 

2,998,171 

Table —  Continued, 


Months. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

1843. 

January    • 

2,758331 

4,652.991 

6,840^723 

U. 097,278 

February  • 

2,570,340 

4,*-04.7l9 

6,692,0H 

11.731,327 

March      • 

2,176.981 

5  393094 

8,639.115 

11,666,387 

April 

1,422,566 

6301324 

•7,986,922 

May          •       • 

t,?66,966 

6,862  901) 

7J34  729 

Juna 

2,052,056 

8,063,563 

9.10U.904 

July 

2,123,717 

8315  695 

9,077,008 

Autcuat     • 

3.476  937 

adO&,336 

8.90R8lff 

September 

4,966  502 

7,265.660 

8.771,999 

October     • 

4.560,689 

7,373.024 

8,862,070 

NoTembar 

i664,200 

7,371,705 

10,039,056 

December 

• 

4,433,833 

7,228  857 

9,979,7W 

*  EaUmated. 

NoTXS.—Average  issue  monthly  from  October,  1837,  to  March 
4,1841,  about  four  and  a  half  miIlion)>;  but  from  March  4, 1611, 
to  March,  1843,  over  eight  milliona— or  nearly  double  aa  much. 

Whole  faeuen  aothonxed  to  be  put  out  from  Ocu«ber>  1837, 
to  March  4,  1841,  about  •25,610000,  being  a  period  of  about 
three  and  a  half  yeart ;  but  authorized  to  be  issued  from  March 
4, 1841,  to  Auguat  3, 1842,  leas  than  one  and  a  half  year,  #16,' 
000,000. 

Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  certainly  became  the  Sen- 
ate dow  to  do,  as  far  as  might  be,  what  ought  long 
before  to  have  been  aecompHshed  to  redeem  or 
fund  these  notes.    If  the  majority  declined  to  im- 


tbea,! 


pose  additional  taxes  to  meet  their  expenses, 
also  to  redeem  their  notes,  it  was  prudcotto 
the  next  best  thing— which  was,  to  fond  tt 
borrow  money  to  discharge  them;  and  thus 
away  the  national    reproach  of  not  paying 
punctuality  our  honest  obligations. 

He  was  against  repudiation  and  baaknipti 
all  forms,  and  by  all  persons,  corporaiioDs,  or 
ernmenis. 

For  these  reasons,  he  had  offered  the 
in  the  committee,  and  defended  it,  and  shooM 
for  it  here. 

[Mr.  Evans  remarked,  that  Mr.  W.  had 
to  scold  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  when  nori 
he  believed,  were  in  favor  of  the  ameodmeBL 
stated,  also,   that  Mr.  W.  should  not  complai 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  out,  when  be 
voted  for  them.    He  went  into  other 
as  to  the  prospects  of  the  revenue,  and  nid 
fi0een   millions  were   likely  to  be  recdfed, 
thus  his  former  calculations  verified.] 

Mr.  W.  regretted  that  the  chairman  had 
sidered  his  remarks  as  made  with  a  view  to 
ture  or  scold  at  the  Senate.  On  the  contrary, 
were  made  merely  to  explain  why  he  wis  in 
of  the  amendment;  and  if  any  felt  censured  bf 
impliedly,  it  was  probably  from  a  conscio 
of  deserving  it.  He  had  witnessed,  on  too 
occasions,  toe  disposition,  in  niamr  ananen, 
misrepresent  motives  and  objects  of  pabtic  met 
their  vote^,  and  he  intended  to  leave  noexcose' 
here:  The  Senate  and  the  public  should  not 
him  responsible  as  an  approver  of  this 
without,  at  the  same  time,  being  apprittd  oftii 
grounds  on  which  he  sanctioned  it,  and  vitlM 
his  showing  that,  in  doin^f  this,  he  made  no  ^ 
parture  from  his  former  views  or  acts  in  re)^ 
to  treasury  notes  and  the  finances  generally.  Tli 
propriety  of  such  caution  is  developed  in  ibis  ray 
debate.  The  responsibility  for  having  out  and  Im^ 
ing  out  so  large  an  amount  of  treasury  notes  vb 
attempted  to  be  cast  on  him;  because,  underoik 
circumstances,  and  under  great  emergencies,  Mr. 
W.  bad  voted  for  the  two  last  treasury  note  bik 
as  well  as  recommended  the  old  ones. 

What,  sir !  Taunt  me  as  to  the  old  ones,  via 
.so  small  in  amount — at  times  but  or  and  two  bO* 
lions — and  when  means  have  been  given  to  tbii 
Administration  to  redeem  them  all,  which  mens 
have  been  diverted  to  other  purposes,  or  not  i 
dollar  of  them  would  be  now  unredeemed! 

Taunt  me,  also,  with  an  assent  to  the  last  isne 
by  this  Administration!  when  it  was  given  oelj 
aAer  their  boasted  skill  in  making  their  permaaeK 
loan  had  failed;  after  their  boasted  skill  in  di^n- 
butions  and  tariffs  had  leA  the  treasaiy  eopfj; 
after  the  demands  on  it  had  been  protested  all  on: 
the  country;  and  the  sailor,  soldier,  mechanic,  cos- 
tractor,  and  officer,  had  all  been  unpaid;  aodajfkert 
temporary  relief  by  treasuiy  notes  seemed  indij- 
pensable  to  rescue  our  national  faith  from  ^ 
further  discredit,  and  prevent  a  harsh  resort, is  (k 
embarrassed  state  of  the  community,  to  direct  tufi 
excise,  and  stamp  acts!  If  this  was  a  fit  topic  h 
reproach,  let  it  come. 

Nor  had  thq  chairman  been  unite  so  infaUibteis 
his  form/sr  estimates  concerning  the  reresaeai 
he  now  seep^  to  suppose. . 

The  Se»ate  must  all  recollect  that  the  Becniaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  in  1849,  calculated  to  rec^ 
S27,000,000  gross  revenue  fVom  the  preecDl  taiiff, 
including  tea  and  coffee.  This  was  twenty-twote 
twenty-three  millions  net  revenue,  inclading  the»; 
and  nineteen  without  them.  In  this,  the  Secrrtoy 
was  sustained  by  his  organs  here— except,  ■*  ■» 
careful  examination  was  made,  some  of  ib«niow 
that  estimate  might  prove  one  or  two  millions  toe 

[Mr.  Evans  said  the  ^27,000,000  was  <aai^ 
on  the  imports  of  1840.] 
^  Yes,  sir,  but  the  Secretary  and  his  friends » 
puted  that  the  imports  would,  in  1843,  be  as  hisi 
if  not  higher,  than  in  1840.  .        ^ 

Yet,  now,  fifteen  millions  is  the  cstimale  en» 
posts  at  the  highest,  or  thirteen  at  the  lowest;  fflHw 
of  the  former  nineteen  millions— not  Incladinf  w 
and  coffee.  A  change  of  five  or  sii  milljoas  a 
estimates,  in  asingleyear,  is  certainly  »<*  *!^ 
to  be  much  boasted  of  for  accuracy.  Bat  eaw 
of  this  at  so  late  an  hour— or,  Mr.  W.  said,  tialie 
would  take  pleasure  in  submittiw?  farther  d» 
as  to  the  prospective  condition  of  the  treasury^ 

the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amendmew  vm 
ccmsideratioD. 


Jan.  1645. 
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The  Bankiupt  Law  ^Mr,  Rayner, 


H.  ot  Reps. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RAYNER, 

OP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

h  tki  Bmse  of  RepnsenUlives^  January  12, 1843— 
Od  the  bill  proposing,  to  repeal  tbe  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  RAYNER  said  be  wished  to  state,  briefly, 
he  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for 
he  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  provided  the  bill 
wfore  the  House  could  be  put  in  a  proper  shape. 
!  Tot^  (»id  Mr.  R.)  for  the  bankrupt  law,  at  the 
ixtra  session,  with  some  misgiving;  but,  upon  re- 
lection,  I  thenyielded  my  doubts  to  the  strong  con:- 
ictions  and  earnest  entreaties  of  those  who,  rep- 
eseatiog  commercial  sections  of  the  country,  urged 
?ith  so  much  zeal  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  was 
I  qaestiorr  on  which  I  was  able  to  look  with  an  un- 
trejudiced  and  impartial  eye.  Although  my  own 
}tate  suffered  in  common  with  every  o  her  part  of 
be  Union,  from  the  financial  and  pecuniary  em- 
•arrassments  of  the  Government  and  the  country, 
'cl  there  was,  perhaps,  no  State  that  suffered  less — 
twing,  in  pan,  to  the  prudent  and  economical  hab- 
tsof  its  people,  and  in  part  to  the  fact  that,  in  con- 
eqaence  of  the  natural  obstructions  on  its  eastern 
ioast,  it  is  less  commercial  in  its  pursuits  than  any 
>ther  Atlantic  State.  It  was,  therefore,  a  question 
>o  which  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  Union 
elt  comparatively  indifferent  I  felt  at  perfect  lib- 
irtyto  pursue  such  a  course  as,  in  my  judgment, 

might  think  proper,  untrammelled  by  public  opin- 
00  at  home.  Altnough  I  saw  no  pressing  neces- 
ity  for  the  passage  of  this  law,  so  far  as  the  people 
if  my  own  State,  and  especially  my  own  immediate 
»QStitaents,  were  concerned;  jret  I  could  not  shut 
ay  eyes  to  the  embarrassment,  insolvency,  and  dis- 
ress  that  were  preying  on  all  the  trading  and  com- 
nercial  sections  of  the  countiy,  depressing  credit, 
irippling  the  energies  of  industry,  tying  up  the 
lancs  of  enterprise — and  all  these,  in  their  results, 
erloQsly  affectine^  and  reacting  on  agriculture, 
nanufactares,  and  every  other  department  of  busi- 
icss. 

When  I  came  to  look  at  the  causes  of  this  em- 
Arrassment  and  distress,  i  saw  plain Iv  that  the 
iofferers  were  not  paying  the -penalty  of  their  own 
mpnidence  and  tolly,  but  that  they  had  been. 
iroQght  to  insolvency  and  impending  ruin  by  the 
ash  and  wicked  measures  of  financial  quacks  and 
lolilical  gamblers.  When  Locofoco  misrule  com- 
Qenced,  it  found  the  country  peaceful  and  quiet, 
ind  every  department  of  business  pursuing  a  sue- 
essful  career  of  prosperity  and  wealth.  Men  of 
»asioess  relied  on  the  patriotic  conviction^  that  those 
vho  administered  the  <Government  would  confine 
hemselves  to  their  constitutional  functions,  and 
hey  waked*  from  this  dream  to  find  that  financial 
Inkering  had  unhinged  every  branch  of  bu.^iness, 
iod  deranged  all  their  calculations — founded,  as 
hose  calculations  were,  on  the  presumption  that 
Tovemment  would  not  interfere  with  the  pursuits 
>f  the  citizen.  The  last  administration,  instead  of 
►rofitingby  the  experience  of  the  past,  continued  to 
lersevere  ia  this  ruinous  and  oppressive  policy — 
naking  war  upon  credit,  whilst  living  on  credit  it- 
elf;  ezpeiimeniing  with  the  currency;  and  acting 
ID  the  principle  laid  down  by  its  chief,  that  the  only 
itisiness  of  the  Federal  Government  was  to  take 
are  of  itself,  regardless  of  its  effect  on  the  pur- 
Qits  of  industry.  At  length  the  crisis,  so  long  pre- 
icted  by  sagaciotis  statesmen,  came.  The  most 
auiious  were  unable  to  provide  against  it;  whilst 
tionsanda  who  had  been  instigated  by  the  induce- 
oents  of  the  Jackson  paper-money  era  to  embark 
Q  speculating  adventures,  were,  owing  to  the  re- 
ction  produced  by  the  measures  of  the  Van  Buren 
pecie-currency  era,  swept  away  by  ahe  sudden 
rash.  Thousands  were  not  only  left  insolvent, 
<Qt  unable  to  obtain  emplovment  to  subsist,  much 
ess  to  pay  their  debts;  whilst  thousands  of  wives, 
7ho  had  been  enjoying  a  life  of  luxury,  were  sud- 
lenly  consigned  to  poverty;  and  thousands  of  chil- 
tren,  who  had  been  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  plenty, 
^cre  brought  to  cry  for  bread.  Such  is  but  a  faint 
lescripiion  ol  the  sufferings  and  condition  of  the 
commercial  community,  when  the  bankrupt  law 
ns  passed. 

It  was  this  state  of  distress,  growing  out  of  twelve 
^ears  of  misrule,  which  aroused  the  nation  in  1840, 
lod  in  a  very  great  measure  contributed  to  the 
►verthrow  of  the  self-styled  Democratic  party. 
The  Whig  party  came  into  power  pledjjed  to  re- 
ieve  the  country  as  far  as  was  in  their  power, 
rhe  people  exported  it  at  their  hands.  Ana  when 
bey  came  to  Ipok  around  t^em^  tbose  who  asked 


and  required  relief  at  their  hands,  they  saw  that 
they  were  not  the  misers  who  had  hoarded  their 

fold;  they  were  not  the  wealthy  capitalists  who 
ad  looked  with  calm  complacency  on,  and  reaped 
a  profitable  harvest  from,  the  sufferings  and  mis- 
fortunes of  others;  but  they  were  the  enterprising 
and  industrious— those  who  had  used  their  means 
in  giving  labor  and  employment  to  thousands,  and 
in  advancing  the  trade,  the  credit,  and  the  improve- 
ments of  the  country  in  all  its  great  leading 
interests — who  had  thus  been  rutlessly  and  unex- 
pectedly reduced  to  want.  The  Whigs,  then,  con- 
sidered it  not  only  their  duty,  but  an  injunction 
imposed  on  them  by  the  people  who  had  intrusted 
thera  with  power,  to  release  a  suffering  community 
from  the  thraldom  into  which  they  had  been  plunged 
by  wicked  and  incompetent  rulers.  Th^  found 
the  hands  of  industry  and  enterprise  tied  up— not 
in  consequence  of  imprudence  and  extravagance, 
but  by  the  action  of  the  Federal  administration; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  sever  these  bonds,  in  order 
to  enable  prosperity  and  improvement  to  pursue 
their  onward  march.  They  considered  this  indis- 
pensable to  the  commencement  of  a  salutary  re- 
form. And  now,  for  once  and  for  all,  I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  may  set  ourselves 
right  on  this  subject: — let  those  who  so  much  de- 
nounce the  bankrupt  law — let  this  House  and  the 
country  recollect,  that,  objectionable  as  this  law  may 
have  been,  it  was  forced  upon  us  by  Democratic 
misrule.  But  for  the  weakness  and  corruption  of 
the  last  and  preceding  administrations,  there  "would 
have  been  no  pressing  necessity  for  their  passing 
such  a  measure.  Ana  let  those  who  are  disposed 
to  cast  censure  on  it,  not  blame  those  who  passed 
it— who,  if  they  did  err,  erred  from  the  good  infen- 
lion  to  relieve  honest  suffering— from  a  proper  re- 
gard for  the  wants  and  distress  of  an  injured  peo- 
ple; but  on  lhose,'whose  misrule  forced  itfipon  us — 
whose  mismanagement  and  imbecility  for  years 
left  us  no  other  alternative. 

I  have  briefly  stated  the  reasons  which  induced 
me,  in  the  first  instance,  to  yield  my  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  of  passing  such  a  law,  to  the  pressing 
emergencies  of  tne  times.  I  will  now  briefly  slate 
the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  for  its  repeal. 

1  have  said  I  voted  for  this  law  with  some  mis- 
givings. I  thought  I  saw  then  objections  to  any 
bankrupt  law;  but,  on  reflection,  I  considered  these 
objections  far  outweighed  by  the  suffering  and  em- 
barrassments of  the  country,  brought  about  by  the 
mismanagement  of  the  Government,  which  the 
Whigs  had  come  into  power  pledged  to  reform. 
And  since  the  same  causes  whicn  induced  the  pas- 
sage of  ihe  law  no  longer  exist— at  all  events,  rouc*h 
less  forcibly — the  question  may  well  arise,  whether 
a  pressing  necessity  any  longer  appears  for  keeping 
it  in  operationl  The  purposes  intended  by  its  pas- 
sage have,  in  a  very  great  measure,  been  accom- 
plished. Those  who  had  be^  plunged  into  insol- 
vency, from  which  they  could  never  have  relieved 
themselves,  have  received  its  benefit,  or,  at  all 
events,  have  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  them. 
If  they  have  failed  to  do  so,  it  has  been  the  result 
of  their  own  imprudence;  their  want  of  caution  in 
stretching  their  credit  too  far  in  these  pressing  and 
unreliable  times;  or  of  relying  too  incautiously  on 
the  consistency  of  legislation  in  a  Government, 
which  events  should  nave  caused  them  to  distrust. 
The  prudent  and  industrious  have  had  time  and 
opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  its  aid.  Those 
whose  enterprise  and  energy  were  cramped  and 
destroyed  by  the  ruinous  consequences  of  Federal 
mismanagement,  are  left  free  once  more  to  pursue 
the  paths  of  industry  and  wealth.  The  manacles 
have  been  struck  from  their  hands,  and  the  heavy 
incumbrances  of  debt  under  which  they  labored 
have  been  removed.  The  mechanic  has  again 
l>een  sent  to  his  shop,  the  sailor  to  his  ship,  the 
agriculturist  to  his  field,  and  the  merchant  to  bis 
counter.  The  road  to  pros^rity  and  happiness  has 
been  cleared  of  the  obstructions  with  whicn  Fedeiral 
misrule  has  blocked  it  up;  and  again  presents  its 
beaten  track,  along  which  the  prudent  and  indus- 
trious may  travel,  with  renewed  energy  and  dearly 
bought  experience.  The  honest  again  have  afield 
in  which  to  labor,  from  the  profits  of  which  to 
pay  their  debts— which  honor  has  not  cancelled, 
altnough  the  law  might  have  done  so— debts  which 
they  never  could  have  paid,  as  long  as  they  were 
subject  to  the  severity  and  extortion  of  unrelenting 
creditors.  And  many  a  wife  and  child,  who  saw 
nothing  but  penury  and  want  before  them,  have  had 
their  sorrow  changed  to  consolation,  by  the  hopes 
and  prospects  of  better  times.  > 


And  whilst  the  honest  and  unfortunate,  who  were 
willing  to  surrender  all,  have  been  relieved,  the 
dishonest  and  the  reckless  have  been  brought  to 
accountability  and  liquidation.  The  creditor  as 
well  as  the  debtor  has  enjoyed  its  benefits;  and, 
while  the  former  has  extorted  the  last  cent,  be  has 
been  prevented  from  carrying  his  oppression  fur- 
ther. The  law  has  provided  a  means  by  which 
the  honest  debtor  may  be  enabled  ultimately  to  pay 
his  bond,  without  allowing  the  creditor  to  exact  its 
forfeit. 

If  I  am  asked  why  the  embarrassment  and  pres- 
sure which  now  pervade  the  country  hayc  not  dis- 
appeared in  consequence  of  these  benefits  of  the 
bankrupt  law  which  I  have  enumerated,  my  answ.er 
is) — that  the  causes  of  these  difficulties  lie  much 
deeper  than  in  debt  and  insolvency.    They  spring 
from  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the 
uncertain  and  unsettled  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
Government.   Thejfe,  the  bankrupt  law  cannot  rem- 
edy, although  it  has  remedied  some  of  the  evils 
growing  out  of  them.    And  &ince  the  unfortunate 
have  been  relieved,  by  the  beneficial  operation  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  from  those  overwhelming  and 
unforeseen  disasters  resulting  frorn  Democratic  tink- 
ering with  the  currency  and  finances,  a  return  to 
a  safe  and  sound  system  of  currency  and  exchanges 
would   soon   so   enhance   the  price   of  property, 
and  afford  such  aids  to  industry  and  business,  as 
would  soon  restore  the  country  to  prosperity,  and 
thousands  to  solvency,  who  are  now  unable  to  pay 
their  debts.  As  to  the  pressure  and  embarrassments 
whixih  now  weigh  upon  the  country,  they  never  can 
be  relieved  till  there  is  a  change  of  measures  and 
men.    We  thought  we  had  effected  that  change, 
and  that  our  measures  were  about  to  carry  *'heal- 
ing  on  their  wings"  to  the  wounds  of  a  bleeding 
country;  but,  in  tne  very  moment  of  victory,  the 
laurel   was  snatched  from  our  .brows  by  the  most 
shameless  treachery  that  ever  disgraced  the  annals 
of  representati  ve  government.    As  long  as  we  have 
an  Eiecutive  who,  in  the  weakness  and  vanity  of 
power,  filched  by  fraud  from   a   confiding  people, 
faughs  at  the  distresses  of  his  suffering  country- 
men; as  long  as  the  recognised  organs  of  those  who 
administer  tne  Government  come  into  this  hall  and 
hawk  the  spoils  of  office  to  the  highest  bidder,  as 
long   as   Executive  vetoes  are  threatened  in  ad- 
vance, not  as  the  means  of  arresting  unconstita« 
tional  legislation,   but   of  enlisting   recruits,  for 
partisan  service — so  long  will  credit  and  confidence 
continue  to  languish,  and  the  country  continue  to 
groan  cinder  embarrassment  and  debt. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  having  resulted  from  the  bankrupt  law, 
yet  there  are  objections   and  evils  attending  it.  as 
there  are  attending  every  finite  system,  every  hu- 
man  invention.    Although  'hese  objections  were 
more  \han  counterbalanced,  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  by  the   considerations  *  I  have  al- 
luded to;  yet,  as  these  considerations  no  longer  exist 
— ^at  all  events,  in  nothing  like  as  full  force — 1  in- 
cline to  the  opinion  that  the  inherent  evils  of  the 
system,  together  with  the  state  of  the  public  mind, 
are  such  as  no  longer  to  create  a  necessity  for  its 
continuance.    In  the  first  place,  I  fear  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  affect   personal   confidence,  which,  after 
all,  is  the  secret  of  our  unparalleled  prosperity  in 
this  country.    It  is  calculated  to  beget,  and  I  fear 
is  ali-eady  begetting,  a  disregard  for  the  stcred- 
ness  of  obligations;  without  which,  no  well-estab-' 
lished  system  of  credit  can  exist  in  any  country. 
For  it  is  not  the   compulsory  process  of  the  law 
which  enables  the  young  man,  whose  only  fortuse 
is  bis  good  name,  to  obtain  credit  with  the  rich; 
but  it  is  the  sanctity  with  which  public  opinion  re- 
gards an  obligation  thus  incurred.  And  any  system 
which  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  this  confidence,  or 
beget  a  disregard  for  a  faithful  compliance  with  Its 
conditions,  is  well  calculated  to  lock  up  the  coffers 
of  the  ricn,  to  keep  capital  unemployed,  and  con* 
sequently  to  repress  the  energies  of  the  enterpri- 
sing and  industrious,  by  depriving  them  of  the  op- 
portunities and  means  of  exertion.    It  may  be  said 
that  this  will   affect  onlv  the  imprudent  and  the 
faithless,  but  that  those  wno  deserve  confidence  and 
credit  will  still  b^  able  to  obtain  them.    Then  the 
question  will  arise,  Who  are  to  be  trusted?    Who 
can  withstand  the  temptation,  when  the  chances  of 
being  absolved  from  his  obligations  are  so  ready  at 
handl    Who  will  rely  upon  the  labor  and  perse- 
verance of  years  to  relieve  him  from  the  pressure 
of  debts  he  cannot  pay,  when  the  tribunals  of  the 

I  country  are  so  easy  of  access? 

I     If,  however,  this  should  not  be  the  result— if  thd 
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means  .of  obtaining  credit  be  not  thus  taken  away, 
Wd  confidence  not  be  destroyed,  as  I  have  sup- 
posed,— ihpnitmost  be  admitted  that  the  bankrupt 
law  will  tend  to  the  opposite  extreme.  It  will 
open  the  door  for  rash  speculation  and  heedless 
adventure,  which  will  unsettle  and  disturb  the 
quiet  and  peaceful  pursuits  of  life.  It  is  the  sense 
of  responsibility,  the  fear  of  irremediable  ruin, 
that  pi  events  most  men  from  embarking  in  hazard- 
ous enterprises  of  trade,  and  compels  them  to  pur- 
sue the  slow  and  n\ore  certain  ends  of  industry 
and  economy.  Take  away  these  restraints— hold 
out  to  them  the  dazzling  temptation  of  speedy 
wealth  by  hazardous  speculation—offer  to  them  the 
lure  of  such  easy  relief  from  accountability,  and 
th/e  penalties  accompanying  it,--and  what  will  be 
i's  effect  upf>n  a  people  as  enterprising  and  adven- 
turous as  oursl  Men  will  cease  laboring  with  their 
hands,  and  attempt  to  live  by  their  wits;  specula- 
tion will  run  riot  through  the  land;  and  the  sober 
avocations  of  industry  be  abandoned  for  the  reck- 
less pursuit  of  instant  gain.  Habits  of  idleness 
and  extravagance  will  thus  be  contracted;  the  pub- 
lic morals  become  corrupted;  the  public  mind  fa- 
miliarized with  the  idea  of  discharging  obligations 
other  than  by  the  means  of  honest  industry;  and  debt 
ultimately  lose  all  its  terrors  for  those  who  have 
everything  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose  by  it. 

Another  serious  objection  to  the  bankrupt  law  is, 
that  it  comes  in  conflict  with,  unsettles,  and  dis- 
turbs the  Various  insolvent  laws  which  the  respec- 
tive States  of  the  Union  have  adopted  for  the  regu- 
lation of  their  internal  policp.  All  the  States  have 
established  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in 
accordance  with  the  peculiar  opinions  of  each. 
This  is  a  most  important  subject  of  legislation, 
■which  varies  in  every  Slate  according  to  the  pecu- 
liar interests  and  pursuits  of  its  people.  It  is  in- 
dispensable to  good  government  and  domestic  pros- 
perity that  these  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor 
sho,uld  be  clearly  defined,  and  settled  on  a  firm  and 
stable  basis;  for  they  are  more  or  less  interwoven 
with  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence  in  every 
State  of  the  Union.  Any  general  .system,  there- 
fore, which  comes  in  conflict  with  these  various 
regulations  in  the  respective  States,  must,  in  a 
measure,  disturb  their  whole  systems  of  internal 
i»olicy;  jostle  against  the  peculiar  pursuits  and 
habits  of  their  people;  and  thus  be  the  means  of 
perpetual  annoyance  and  vexation.  It  is  the  poli- 
cy of  some  of  the  Slates  that  a  very  enlarged  and 
liberal  system  of  credit  should  prevail,  that  every 
stimulus  should  be  given  to  enterprise  and  adven- 
tare;  of  others,  that  these  should  be  restrained 
within  more  moderate  limits.  Some  States  may 
deem  it  Ihefr  policy  to  visit  the  severest  penalties  on 
a  failure  to  discharge  liabilities  incurred;  others 
may  consider  it  the  part  of  humanity  to  extend  a 
much  greater  degree  of  lenity  to  the  unfortunate 
debtor.  Some  Slates  arc  commercial,  some  manu- 
facturing, some  agricultural.  Experience  may 
have  proven  that  these  vaHous  interests  require 
different  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  order 
to  their  successful  pursuit.  When  we  reflect  that 
debts  and  liabilities  in  every  State  have  been  con- 
tracted with  a  view  to  the  domestic  policy  and  regu- 
lations of  each,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  credi- 
tor and  the  responsibility  of  the  debtor  are  con- 
cerned, it  shoula  bea  most  imperious  case  of  ne- 
cessity which  should  induce  the  General  Gtovern- 
mentto  interpose  and  disturb  these  various  recrula- 
tions,  even  temporarily,  for  the  removal  of  an 
overwhelming  evil— such  an  evil  as  did  exist 
whcii  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed,  and  which  it 
was  intended  to  remedy.  And,  owing  to  the 
causes  I  have  mentioned,  I  doubt'  very  much 
whether,  under  any  circumstances,  a  uniform 
bankrupt  law  ever  should  become  a  permanent 
part  ot  oiir  system  of  national  jurisprudence. 

There  is  another  reason— a  strong  reason,  too— 
which  will  induce  me  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  I  believe  that  public  opinion  has 
pronounced  against  its  further  existence,  and  that 
the  fact  cannot  be  disguised.  The  large  and  com- 
mercial cities  may,  perhaps,  still  be  in  favor  of  it; 
bur,  as  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  throughout 
the  country,  I  am  compelled  to  think  that  there  is 
a  decided  majority  against  It.  Of  course,  I  can 
Bpeak,  of  my  own  knowledge,  only  so  far  as  the 
people  of  my  own  State  and  district'are  concerned; 
and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  people  whose  opinions 
present  a  fairer  test  of  the  unprejudiced  decision  of 
the  public  mind.  They  cared  comparatively  lit- 
tle about  the  passage  of  the  law  at  first,  and  have 
^tkcvefofe  been  the  Mtter  able  to  watch  its  operation  ' 


^^i^" 


with  an  impartial  eye.  And,  altbon^  I  feel  sure 
the  large  Whig  majgrily  in  my  Slate  will  appreciate 
and  sanction  the  motives  of  ihose  who  passed  ii; 
yet,  since  (he  great  good  contemplated  has  been 
mainly  accomplished,  I  have  as  little  doubt  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  Siaie,  and  of  my  own 
consiituenis,  wish  its  repeal.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  obtain,  I  am  led  to  believe  ibat  the 
same  stale  of  feeling  and  opmion  generally  pre- 
vails in  other  sections  of  the  Union.  I  wibh  to  be 
distinctly  understood  on  this  point.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  legislation  here  should  be 
s\^ayed  by  the  temporary  impulses  of  popular  feel- 
ing.' I  believe  thai  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Represent- 
ative to  array  himself  against  the  effervescent  vio- 
lence of  the  public  mind,  when  stimulated  ai^d  ex- 
cited by  the  reckless  spirit  of  faction  and  innova- 
tion. As  long  as  I  am  a  Repiesentative,  I  trust  I 
shall  have  firmness  enough  to  resist  the  demands  of 
temporary  impulse  in  the  popular  mind,  when,  in 
my  deliberate  judgment,  1  believe  them  to  be  wrong. 
Bui  then,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  believe  that  the 
theory  of  our  institutions  is  based  on  the  principle 
that  the  wishes  of  the  constituency,  dispassionately 
entertained  and  calmly  expressed,  are  binding  on 
the  Representative,  on  questions  of  mere  expedi- 
ency. Whether  the  popular  opinion  is  the  result  of 
impulse,  or  of  cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  the 
Representative  must  judge.  It  is  enough  for  me  to 
say,  that  1  do  believe  the  calni  and  reflective  judg- 
ment of  my  constituents  is  against  the  further  con- 
tinuance in  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as 
expressing  any  regret  for  the  vole  which  I  origi- 
nally  gave  for  the  passage  of  this  law.  Under 
similar  circumstances,  I  should  feel  it  my  duly  to 
do  so  again.  I  yielded  to  the  great  and  urgent  ne- 
cessities of  the  country,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
people.  Great  as  may  have  been  the  evils  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  yet  I  considered  it  called  for  by  the 
extraordinary  emergencies  of  the  times.  I  thought 
it  best  to  suDmit  to  one  evil,  in  order  to  cure  one 
still  greater.  Powerful  and  sickening  as  this  med- 
icine may  have  been,  yet  I  thought  it  was  called 
for  as  an  extreme  remedy  for  the  distempered  state 
of  the  nation. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  however,  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
bill  before  me  House,  unless  it  is  amended.  The 
bill  proposes  to  date  back  in  its  operation  to  the  5th 
of  December  last,  so  as  to  exclude  from  its  benefits 
all  those  who  had  not  then  taken  the  inceptive 
measure^'  towards  taking  advantage  of  its  provi- 
sions. Now,  this  appears  to  me  improper  and  un- 
just. It  seems  to  me  to  be  somewhat  retrospec- 
tive—at  least  negatively,  if  not  positively,  u  not 
positively  retrospective  in  its  operation,  it  is  so  in 
lis  exclusion  from  the  benefit  of  another  law, 
which  will  have  been  in  operation  for  montbe,- 
afler  the  period  mentioned  as  the  date  of  its  repeal. 
All  those  who  may  have  commenced  the  initia- 
tory steps  towards  taking  the  benefit  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  even  up  to  the  day  of  its  passage,  will 
have  done  so  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  may  be  said  to  have  a  vested  rig^t  to 
ihe  benefits  of  the  law.  All  their  arrangements, 
for  mouths,  may  have  been  tending  to  this.  All 
their  hopes  and  calculations  of  commg  relief  and 
future  comfort  may  have  been  buili  upon  the 
pledges  tendered  by  this  Government  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  Many  may  have  been  struggling, 
with  all  thdr  energy  and  strength,  to  sustain  their 
credit,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  the  relief  tendered  by  this  law.  Since 
the  6ih  of  December,  they  may  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  pressing  storm,  and  may 
have  just  commenced  measures  for  availing  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  the  law.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  an  iodnleent  creditor  may  have  failed, 
up  to  the  5lh  December,  to  have  commenced  com- 
pulsory proce&s  against  their  debtors,  under  the  in- 
voluntary clause  of  Ihe  act,  who,  since  then,  or  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  may 
have  commenced  nrocess.  Should  these  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  the  bankrupt  law,  merely 
because,  from  a  feeline  of  humanity,  they  may 
have  extended  time  and  indulgence  to  their  em- 
barra'^sed  debtors;  relying  in  security  upon  the 
law  of  the  land,  as  tendering  its  benefits  wnenever 
they  might  be  disposed  to  resort  to  ill 

The  retrospective  operation,  or  rather  exclusion 
of  this  bill,  will  operate  as  a  punishment  to  the 
most  wortny — to  tnose  who,  irom  industry  and 
pride,  may  have  failed  to  take  advaniage  of  thef 
voluntary  portion  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and  thostf ' 


who,  from  feelings  6f  kindtaie^  Mid  hAaim 
towards  the  unfonnuaie,  magr  have  po!(tpoMdi^ 
king  advantage  of  the  involuotarjr  dauit  Ik 
reWospective  legitalation  is  calcaiaied  to  iea» 
all  confidence  in  the  action  of  theOorerDmei^a: 
to  sow  the  s«*eds  of  distrust  and  alarm  tbroa^ 
the  land.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  t)efore  ik 
House,  unless  it  is  amended  in  this  paTtiealar.  1 
question  its  consrituiionality — 1  am  caofiocd  i 
its  injustice  and  partiali^. 

Neither  can  I  vote  for  the  amendtoeDt  vtWkh 
been  offered,  proposing  to  include  corpuntiofes  w 
the  respective  States  within  its operalioD.  hm's 
much  of  a  Staie-righis  man  for  that.  The  resftt 
live  States  have  established  corporations  wftt 
their  limits,  /or  various  purposes,  with  xifm 
powers,  and  subject  to  various  restrictions.  TV 
powers  and  existence  of  the  Stale  corporate* 
emanate  from  'sovereign  State  aulhofiiy;  tlnfK 
responsible  to  the  same  auihoriij, lo  a  litktor 
tent,  according  to  the  peculiar  interests  and  p: 
suits  of  each.  The  General  GoverameDt  btsr 
power  to  e.s!ablish  a  corporation  within  the  Hai' 
bf  any  Stale,  except  as  a  necessary  meats  of  ciij 
ing  into  operation  a  granted  power.  And  ycLjJ 
it  be  pretended  that  it  has  power  to  dcsirwy  (be 
created  by  the  States;  or,  what  is  the  sanie% 
establish  rules  and  regulations  fiilbgthec($d]:}» 
on  which  their  existence  shall  coniinaeT  Ii  is  te^ 
evident,  that  the  great  anxiety  for  the  pasa^i' 
this  amendment  springs  fi-om  a  violent  andfttn* 
hatred  of  the  State  banks  of  the  country,  udip 
tended  zeal  for  their  destruction.  And  iboK  ik 
are  most  rabid  in  their  hatred  of  banks,  ate  6( 
very  men  who  generally  make  roost  pretoaa 
about  their  Slate  rights  republicanism.  Ut'iA 
recollect  that  these  State  banks  exist  by  Slaze » 
thoriiy.  If  they  are  not  suflBcienily  re$tric:cdt 
their  charters,  it  is  by  the  choice  or  neglect  of  ;k 
State  authorities  that  chartered  them;  if  tbeybn 
violated  their  charters,  they  are  responsible  ;o&i 
laws  and  Sute  tribunals;  if  they  arc  piil?  c 
abuses,  fraud,  and  peculation,  still  they  are  s* 
ject  to  their  own  domestic  legislative  resin* 
and  to  their  own  domestic  public  opinion. 

Then,  if  the  public  opinion,  the  laws,  and  tbei^ 
stitutions  of  the  respective  States,  will  tolerai** 
abuses,  the  su>pensions,  the  contractions  iBiei 
pansions  of  the  State  banks,  about  which  gemleK 
descant  so  much — why  should  this  General  Gcve& 
ment  attempt  to  bring  them  topunbhmemlandik 
too,  according  to  one  uniform  rule  for  e^ery  pr 
of  the  country.  The  abuses  of  the  Suic  bmbis 
felt  most  sensibly  at  home;  there  the  evil  is  btsa- 
derstood,  and  there  the  remedy  can  best  be  wp5* 
I  warn  gentlemen  who  make  professions  ffide«^ 
lion  to  Stale  rights,  to  beware  how  theTaHowt 
General  Government  to  bring  within  lie  scope  • 
its  control  the  institutions  of  the  States.  If  it  * 
establish. the  conditions  on  which  they  shall  cj» 
to  exist,  it  may  next  pass  regulations  inr  tbey.m 
exist.  And  as  it  is  the  nature  of  power  to  adittR 
we  may  next  have,  not  only  our  bank^  boi  ow» 
leges,  our  manufacturing  companies,  oor  railiij 
and  canal  corporations,  brought  wjthin  thesofw 
Federal  supremacy.  . . 

It  has  been  said,  by  way  of  taunt,  during  tkgj 
bate,  that  this  bankrupt  law  is  the  lastol  ibe  Wl| 
measures  of  the  extra  session,  and  that  ist# 
will  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  all  of  our  litoW 
that  eventful  session.  It  is  true  that  little  wiBlJ 
lefl  on  the  statute-book;  but  that  is  sot  ike;ull| 
the  Whigs;  and  history  must  say  so.  TBey  m 
lipt  prevent  the  treachery  of  John  Tyler,  aa^P 
secret  of  our  disasters  is,  that  the  P«^^ 
country— the  Whig  majority— Hame  i»  for  1j«JI 
palmed  su<fh  a  man  as  John  Tyler opoB them.  » 
sir,  the  Whigs  did  commit  a  most  grierooser*! 
the  election  of  John  Tyler,  and  most  gri<T<^ 
have  they  suffered  for  it.     ' 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  ^'^^■jfe  i 
has  spoken  of  the  history  of  this  AdmiiiwJ 
being  written  in  a  parenthesis.  Not  so.  a  «J 
is  any  truth  in  the  maxim  of  ShtkspetiV'J 
"the  evil  that  men  do  lives  afler  then,''  ttol 
will  require  massy  volumes  to  portray  ih«  |*Jf 
pacy  and  corruption  of  this  AdnainisinilnB.  » 
if  the  concluding  part  of  the  senlcnce  be  ato  *JJ 
that  the  "good  is  oft  interred  with  their  booMJ 
John  Tyler's  gravestone  should  bear  ihiss^f"' 
scripiion:  "Here  lies  John  TVler."  ^ 

I  have,  till  very  lately,  indulged  Jni^eMiJ 
iRat  the  Whig  party  was  only  uodrttota^MJS 
cation— that  they  were  pftKO^  ihr^tAjWf 
of  trial,  frouunrhfCh  they  Wi«flJWHH|e  T*"* 
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Mnmff  d,  and  d^iseijithralle^,"  xe^dv  as  ever  to  do 
ipl^jn  i]^  c^us?  of  coDsiiiuiional  lioerty,  whether 
{gjottB  frowned  or  fortune  sm Ued.  And  al though 
;fW  71^  ^^^®  ^^HP?)  ^^^  1  cooiess  I  am  not  tree 
i;gay€elin|;s  of  despondenc  jr.  t  witnessed  a  scene 
lere  out  two  days  since,  which  [  should  have  been 
^ar^dseeing.  A  I^prcsentative  [Mr.  Botts] 
D  bis jplace,' and,  appealing  to  Heaven  for  the 
tudeoT  his  intentions,  avowed  his  determina- 
ipn  to  discharge  his  doty  to  a  violated  Constitution, 
ek^iess  of  all  personal  consec^uences.  He  pre- 
efrea  diiuiges  against  the  acting  President  of  the 
Jhfied  States^  involving  the  highest  crimes  and 
[]6d^eanors*^  staked  his  reputation  upon  their 
rotii,  and  his  ability  to  prove  them;  asked  this 
loose  lor  the  appointment  of  a  commiitee,  merely 
hM  iMttigfht  have  an  opportunity  of  establishing 
1^  ^liirgdB^  and  sottmit  the  resuK  to  the  House. 
ybdwhjR  did  we  seet  In  a  House  containing  a 
idibh>irt  W>iig  majoHty  of  at  least  thirty,  the  prop- 
Iftitb  feiM  by  a  majority  of  ibrty-fonr. 

tf  t  ever  saw  an  instance  of  moral  sublimity,  it 
Tas  when  my  Mend  (Mr.  Bottb]  held  aloft  his  ar- 
ictes  of  Impeachment,  and,  in  strains  of  fervid  elo- 
aence,  called  upon  the  assembled  Kepresentatives 
f  the  nation  to  come  to  the  rescue.  1  can  assure 
^  friend  he  needs  no  prouder  monument  to  his 
^e— no  richer  legacy  for  his  children.  I  am 
^are  that  many  voted  against  the  proposition  be- 
fo:^,  as  they  avowed,  they  would  not  bestow  on 
dhn  Tyler  so  much  consideration  and  importance. 
Chis  renoiinds  me  of  the  reply  of  Barrere,  in  the 
attonal  eonvention  of  France,  to  the  accusation 
iroposcd  by  the  virtuous  Lonvet  against  the  bloody 
lbbe.<pierre:  **Let  us,"  said  Barrere,  '^cease  to 
^e  oar  time  on  men  who  will  fill  no  place  in 
ibtory;  let  ns  not  put  pigmies  on  pedestals:  the 
ivic  crowns  of  Robespierre  are  mingled  witn  cy- 
reSs.*'  The  convention  passed  quietly  on  to  "the 
rders  of  the  day*'— just  as  this  House  did  on 
t^esday— "a  fatal  error,"  says  the  historian,  "which 
France  had  cause  to  lainent  in  tears  of  blood.^ 
fhe  earnest  and  eloquent  appeals  of  Lou  vet,  Bar- 
ifoui,  and  Lanjuinais,  were  unheeded;  and  the 
ftrondisis  of  that  day,  like  ihe  Whigs  of  this,  re- 
osed  in  fistless  security;  while  the  Jacobins  (to  use 
ie  language  of  the  historian)  "were  daily  sharp- 
ning  their  poniards." 

Much  as  the  character  of  this  debate  ought  to  be 
egreued,  for  the  credit  of  the  House  and  the  coun- 
nr,  yet  it  has  produced  one  c^ult  at  which  I  feel 
teased.  It  has  clearly  trac^  the  lines  of  party 
amarcation  in  thisJiall.  It  has  proven — what  1 
aVe  long  known — that  there  are  but  two  parties  in 
^  House;  and  that  the  Tyler  faction — for  it  never 
^ryedthe  name  of  a  party— has  become  merged 
\f  and  thoroughly  identified  with,  the  Locofoco 
arty;  and  I  do  m>pe  that,  amid  the  seething  and  boil- 
ig  of  the  political  caldron,  of  which  the  gentle- 
up  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Gushing]  spoke,  the 
Kiug  jparty  will  at  last  be  thoroughly  purified,  and  , 
B  the  froth^nd  scum  will  not  only  be  thrown  up-  i 
^s^f%  but  tossed  over  the  brim.  I  have  long  felt 
ire  that  the  bargain  had  been  consummated  in 
^r^t;  at  last  it  has  been  publicly  ratified  on  this 
oor,  xp  be  sure,  there  has  been  some  little  coy- 
ess  manifested  in  the  interchanges  of  afiection 
iai  have  been  passing  across  the  hall;  but  not 
kpre,  I  a^ppose,  than,  is  usual  on  such  occasions  of 
idearment,  and  far  less  than  [  think  decency  re- 
nired.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
9fHUiia]  threatened  the  already- forged  thunder- 
jlts  of  the  veto  power,  unless  his  new  Democrat- 
1  allies  would  rally  under  the  Tvler  standard. 
!he  member  frpm  Indiana  TMr.  Kennedy]  said, 
\  response,  he  was  opposed  to  the  Democratic 
^rity  in  the  next  Congress  forcing  anything  on 
Jr.  Tyler,  that  was  likely  to  meet  with  the  veto, 
'he  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wbi^lerJ  pro- 
oonced  a  labored  eulogy  on  Mr.  Tyler,  and, 
seems,  felt  authorized  to  act  the  part  of  counsel- 
or to  him,  and  advised  him  to  rid  himself  of  Messrs. 
Webster  apd  Spencer  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
eittleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowne,]  who 
terns  to  be  more  catholic  in  his  political  feelings, 
eclared  his  readiness  to  receive  these  two  last,  as 
^ptant sinners,  with  open  arms.  The  gentleiaan 
om  South  Carolina  [Mr .  Pickens]  welcomed  the 
Qltleman  from  Massachusetts  into  the  Democratic 
irnks;  said  he  had  long  seen  that  he  (Mr.C.)  had 
Iminff  to  his  (Mr.  jp.'s)  side,  but  that  he  was 
fU^ld  of  his  colleague  on  the  right,  [Mr.  Adams] — 
>  very  great  compliment,  by  the  way.  And  the 
ewieii^n  frpm  Indiana,  [Mr.  PRornT,]  in  order 
>^ove  his  ^pprobatipn  of  this  offinsive  and  d^ 


fensive  alliance,  potued  out  a  torrent  'Of  abuse 
agCMDst  that  man  of  whom  he  once  said,  on  this 
fioor,  that  he  "wished  he  couKi  make  Piesidem  of 
the  woild."  What  a  humiliating  spectacle  is  here 
exhibited  !  A  party  elevated  to  power  by  the  over-' 
whelming  voice  of  a  lobg  outraged  people,  with 
such  sacrifices,  such  patriotic  devotion,  ^uch  hon- 
ks\  enthusiasm,  as  never  marked  the  progress  of 
civil  revolution  be.'ore;  .and  that,  toa  with  the 
shouts,  the  prayers,  and  the  blessings  of  thousands, 
who  saw  in  it  the  harbinger  of  hope,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  brighter  day — and  scarcely  had  we  com- 
menced the  great  work  of  reform  intrusted  to  our 
hands,  when  he,  whom  we  had  imprudently  placed 
in  the  line  of  promotion,  by  which  he  became  in- 
vested with  the  Executive  power,  opened  negotia- 
tions with  our  enemies;  ungrateftilly  and  cruelly 
made  war  upon  us;  taunted  us  with  our  unfortu- 
nate condition;  and,  as  though  we  were  slaves  with 
manacle^  on  our  hands,  declared  to  us,  through  his 
confidenti^al  organs,  that  the  great  consiitiitional 
functions  whicli  we  intrusted  to  him  would  be 
exercised  for  the  benefit  of  those  only  who  would 
worship  at  the  shrine  of  his  power.  Never  since 
the  days  ol  Judas  Iscariot  has  there  been  an  in* 
stanpeof  such  shameless  and  unblushing  treason. 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  I  have  been  amnsed— as 
every  one  here  must  have  been— at  the  develop, 
ments  thai  have  taken  place  during  this  debate;  yet 
1  cannot  reflect  on  it  seriously,  without  feeling  the 
most  intense  pain  and  humiliation.  The  .senti- 
ments which  were  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusbinoJ  tell  on  my  ear  as  the 
foreboding  of  the  evils  that  are  fast  clustering 
around  the  destinie^of  our  country.  When  I  have 
reflected  on  Ihe  probable  fate  which  ultimately 
awaited  our  nation,  I  have  supposed  that  our  Gk)v- 
emment— like  all  those  that  have  preceded  it- 
would,  in  obedience  to  that  principle  of  change  and 
revolution  with  which  the  decree  of  fate  seems  to 
have  stamped  all  human  institutions,  have  its  day 
of  degeneracy,  decline,  and  ruin.  But  I  have  con- 
soled myself  with  ihe  hope  that  this  period  was  in 
the  far,  far  distant  future;  and  that  it  would  not 
come  till  we  and  our  children,  and  our  children's 
children,  had  passed  away  and  t>een  forgotten.  But 
the  declarations  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
.setts  have  aroused  me  to  the  conviction  of  the  cor- 
rupted and  vitiated  state  of  the  public  mind.  And 
can  it  be — must  history  record  it — that,  in  the  very 
infancy  of  our  Republic,  in  the  fifty -feurth  year  of 
our  existence,  one  who  is  recognised  as  possessing 
the  especial  confidenee  of  the  Executive,  boldly  and 
recklessly  came  into  this  hall^  and  here,  in  the  face 
of  the  assembled  Representatives  of  the  nation,  de- 
clared that  the  power  and  patronaee  of  this  Gov- 
ernment would  be  wielded  for  the  benefit  of  them 
who  would  sustain  those  in  power?  The  open 
avowal  of  such  sentiments  affords  alarming  proof  of 
the  corruptions  of  the  times— of  the  degeneracy  of 
this  age.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  AoiMs]  has  compared  it  to  the  sale 
of  the  empire  by  the  praetorian  bands  of  Rome.  It 
is  worse  than  that.  It  was  in  the  streets  of  Rome, 
amid  the  shouts  and  huzzas  of  the  rabble,  and  not 
in  the  Senate-house,  that  the  prtetorian  cohorts  sold 
the  imperial  purple  to  him  who  would  bid  highest 
for  its  nonors.  And  whilst  mercenary  swords  were 
clothing  with  power  the  leaders  of  faction  in  the 
field  of  Mars,  the  flame  of  liberty  still  continued  to 
bum  in  the  councils  of  the  Senate-house.  It  was 
there  that  the  principles  of  freedom  had  been  most 
devoutly  cherished — it  was  there  that  they  last  ex- 
pired. It  was  there  that  the  precepts  of  Fabius  and 
Cincinnatus,  and  Cato,  and  the  Scipios,  were  last 
quoted  with  reverence — it  was  there  that  their  vir- 
tuous and  heroic  actions  were  last  forgotten.  But 
here,  in  our  Government — and  in  its  infancy  too— 
it  is  in  the  Representative  hall  of  the  nation,  that 
Executive  power  and  patronage,  and  Executive  in- 
fluence in  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  are  oflTer- 
ed  as  the  reward  of  party  allegiance.  And  that  to 
come  from  Massachusetts  too  I — from  the  land  ol 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers!— from  the  classic  soil  of  Lex- 
ington and  Bunker  Hill!— the  first  to  resist  tyr- 
anny— and  must  she  bear  the  reproach  of  being  the 
first  to  ofier,  through  one  of  her  sons,  to  barter 
away  the  rights  for  which  she  so  gloriously  suf- 
fered and  bledl 

These  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts are  only  the  echo  of  what  w^as  heard  a  few 
months  since  i»  Faneuil  Hall,  from  one  whom  that 
patriotic  Slate  so  long  looked  on  and  cherished  with 

E  ride  and  glory.    How  times  must  have  changed!— 
pw  the  p^i^iic  mind  must  have  degenerated !  That 


one,  whose  fame  and  character  belonged  to  the  na« 
tion,  should  have  uttered  the  detestable  doctrine,  y 
that  the  fact  of  there  being  many  Whies  yet  re- 
tained in  office,  should  be  a  reason  why  that  party 
should  not  denounce  what  they,  in  Iheir  heafis,  be<* 
lieve  to  be  the  corruptions  of  this  Administration ! 
That  the  consideration  uf  place  should  hush  them 
into  silence  when  they  see  public  virtue  scouted, 
and  popular  rights  trampled  into  dust! — and  that, 
too,  in  walls  consecrated  to  freedom,  where  the 
spirit-stirring  tones  oi  resistance  to  tyranny  have 
so  often  aroused  the  free  and  the  brave !  Would 
to  God  these  sentiments  could  have  originated  with 
some  one  else  than  Daniel  Webster ! 

Time  once  was,  when  every  patriotic  America 
felt  proud  that  Daniel  Webster  was  his  country- 
man. His  gigantic  and  commanding  talents  had 
endeared  him  to  every  lover  of  his  country's  g'ory. 
Hts  noble  effbtts  in  many  a  trying  contest  had 
equally  endeared  him  to  every  lover  of  constitu- 
tional freedom.  What  must  have  been  the  feelings 
of  his  friends — those  friends  who  had  cherished,  sos* 
lained,  and  cheered  him  on  in  so  many  conflicts— 
when,  on  an  occasion  by  which  they  sought  to  do 
him  honor,  instead  of  reviving  their  drooping 
spirits,  and  advising  and  encouraging  ihem  in  their 
approaching  struggle,  he  met  them  with  reproaches, 
revilings,  and  bitter  taunts !  Sir,  he  is  gone;  ana 
let  him  go!  He  not  only  abandoned  us  in  the  hour 
of  our  triumph,  but  he  is  i>ow  doing  service  in  the 
ranks  of  those  who  have  so  often  felt  the  force  of  his 
mighty  arm.  He  may  now,  perhaps,  console  him« 
sell  with  the  idea  that,  although  he  cannot  save 
himself,  yet,  like  Samson,  he  can  bury  beneath  the 
ruins  of  our  political  edifice  the  object  of  his  hatred. 
Still,  if  he  possesses  the  common  sympathies  and 
feelings  of  our  nature,  the  dav  of  remorse  mud 
come.  Like  Themistocles,  (wno  tarnished  the  es- 
cutcheon of  his  fame  by  negotiating  with  his  for- 
mer  enemies,)  he  may,  perhaps,  receive  his  reward 
in  some  paltry  oflice  under  his  new  allies:  yet  his 
declining  years  mast  be  embittered  with  the  recol- 
lection  of  the  bright  hopes  he  has  withered,  the  af- 
flicting evils  he  has  brought  upon  his  country. 

What  must  be  his  reflections,  on  contemplating 
the  character  and  progress  of  this  debatel  His 
name — which  was  once  so  mighty — now  become  a 
byword,  and  an  object  of  jest  and  ridicule  in  this 
hall,  which  formerly  echoed  and  re-echoed  the 
sound  of  his  voice!  His  name  tossed  about  him 
with  jeers  and  reproaches!  One  party  mourning 
over  bis  fall  and  his  desertion,  and  the  other  reject- 
ing his  proffered  alliance  with  scorn !  Would  to 
God,  for. the  honor  of  uur  country,  that  this  cup 
could  have. passed  us  by  ! 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshiu.] 
spoke  of  the  "scorn  and  contempt*^  with  which  Mr 
Webster  must  have  treated  the  denunciations  which 
have  been  uttered  against  him.  So  far  as  the  Whig 
party  in  this  House  is  concerned,  the  gentleman  has 
begged  the  question.  I  deny  that  he  has  been  de* 
nounced  and  anathematized  here.  I  call  upon 
everyone  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  to  say  if 
Mr.  Webster  has  not  been  treated  with  Ihe  greatest 
forbearance  and  moderation.  It  is  with  pain  and 
regret  that  his  piesent  position  is  alluded  to  here  by 
the  Whigs.    It  has,  until  lately,  been  in  the  Ian- 

fuage  01  apology  for  his  course,  and  of  hope  that 
e  would  yet  restore  himself  to  the  confidence  of 
long-tried  and  faithful  friet>ds,  that  his  conduct  has 
been  spoken  of  by  the  Whigs  in  this  House.  It  is 
from  the  other  party — from  those  whose  cause  he  is 
now  aiding — that  he  has  received  denunciation 
most  heavy.  But  if  he  has  been  denounced  by  the 
Whigs,  would  not  his  denunciation  be^^rtvia  facie 
evidence  that  he  deserved  iti  What  interest  could 
the  Whig  party  have  in  denouncing  such  a  maul 
Would  it  not  rather  be  their  interest  to  preserve  so 
strong  an  ally — to  possess  the  aid  and  influence  of 
his  mighty  mindl  'And  after  adhering  to  him  so 
long,  through  so  many  eventful  struggles— is  it  fair, 
is  it  reasonable,  to  suppose  that  his  former  Whijj 
friends  here  should  denounce  him  without  suffi- 
cient causel  To  suppose  so,  was  to  reason  against 
all  the  natural  springs  and  impulses  of  human  ac? 
tion. 

As  to  the  "scorn  and  contempt,"  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  spoke,  that  is  too  eas^, 
a  way  of  answering  a  proposition,  for  one  of  his 
logical  mind.  Suppose  we  have  indulged  in  com- 
plaints—or  censures,  if  you  please:  still,  can  "scorn 
and  contempt"  answer  the  charge'?  Do  they  prove 
that  our  censures  are  not  well  loundedl  Can  they 
make  atonement  for  the  wrongs  we  haveenduredl 
"Scorn  and  contempt"  are  the  cheapest  of  all  meA<« 
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Ul  impulses;  they  aSbrd  evidence  Deilher  of  inlel- 
lecl  of  the  head,  nor  feeling  of  the  heart.  They 
•Te  Ihe  iIDpul^ies  with  which  selGshneis  alvajis 
regards  honest  and  uaiottuQaie  snfTeiin^  with 
which  h«arLle!s  tjraDuy  always  loolcsun  the  com- 
plaiduorihe  oppressed.  Theunfeetingniiser  lisleaa 
wiih  "scorn  andconlerapL"  to  the  cfiei  of  suffering 
pOTcrtv;  the  cruel  despot  feels  "scorn  and  con- 
tempt for  the  complainis  of  injared,  innoceace. 
DomliiBTi,  no  doaU,  feltihe  sameforihe  cries  of 
the  agonized  Clifisiians  when  lorn  to  pieces  by 
raTeDOos  beasts;  he  felt  "score  and  contempt"  for 
Ihe  reiT  prayers  which,  io  the  struggles  of  death, 

they  offered  to  Heaven  for  his  conversion . 

[Here  Mr.  Rivnbr's  bout  expired;  and  he  look 
hUseM-] 


BoDsi  or  REFUumiTina,  •€ 

WiaoiNirroH,  March  S,  1843.'' 
Obiiti,emen:  I  ask  the  favor  that  you  will  pub- 
lish in  Ihe  Cungresalonal  Globe  or  Appendix  the 
following  statement  of  my  views  in  reference  lo  the 
treaty  concloded  at  Washington  ia  1843.  When 
the  bill  carrying  it  into  effect  wa"  reporied  to  ihe- 
Hoiueby  Mr,  Cdihing,  il  was  distinctly  annonneed 
that  a  report  would  subsequently  be  made.  The 
Comcaitiee  on  foreign  ASairs  determined  not  lo 
make  a  tepoii;  and,  as  a  member  of  that  commii- 
lee,  I  was  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
the  gronnds  of  my  dissent  thereto;  the  debate  in 
Ihe  House  being  ent  short  1  was  again  deprived 
of  a  similar  opportunity.  I.  therefore,  ask  an  in- 
sertion in  your  congressional  record. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  a.  MERIWETHER. 
Mesn.  Blair  &  Rivcs. 

1b  consideiingthe  treaty  concluded  at  Washing- 
toD  on  the  9tbaf  August,  1843,  between  the  United 
autea  of  America  and  her  Majesty  the  Clueen  of 
the  Uniled  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
an  imponanl  preliminary  question  arisvs  as  to  the 
Tight  ainl  duty  o{  I  be  National  Legislature  to  delib- 
erate oii  the  expediency  of  carrving  the  treaty  into 
effect- -Whether ,  ailer  ii  has  passed  through  all  the 
solemn  forms  of  raii&cation  by  both  QovernmetiLs, 
il  is  not  Ihe  supreme  law  of  the  land,  binding  on 
the  whole  nation;  and,  as  sacb,  that  Ihe  Legislature 
cannot  refuse  lo  co-operate  in  its  eiecuiion,  with- 
QUIA  violation  of  its  duty  under  the  Constitution, 
and  of  Ihe  l^ith  of  the  nationi  The  q^uestioa  in- 
creases in  interest,  because  of  ibe  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  TJie 
cooslitQiiooal  power  of  Congress  to  esiabli;jh  a 
navyis  iovoked;  ships  are  (obe  built  and  repaired, 
officers  commissioned,  seamen  enlisted, ■-■  -- 


ledfor  aseriesof  years,  andihe  policy 
einmenl  and  its  expenditures  changed  and  en- 
larged; all  of  which  require  ihe  sanction  and  ac- 
lioD  of  the  Legislature.  The  question  acquires  ad- 
diiionallnlerest  from  the  coarse  of  the  Executive — 
a  branch  of  the  tieaty-making  power.  Insiead  of 
Inviting  a  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  it  seems  lo  be 
taken  for  granted  ihal  no  power  or  right  belongs 
to  that  department  of  the  Governnient  to  exercise 
any  volition  whatever.  Instead  of  asking  at  the 
hands  of  Ihe  Representatives  of  the  people  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  lo  complete  and  support  the 
""■■"  ■'"e  provisions 
r  indirectly 
s  thereto,  the  esti- 
enled  only  as  the 
pendilures,and  the 
1/  wiih  no  other  ob- 
ry  routine  of  gov- 
r-  be  granted,  ihe 
ifesl,  to  carry  into 
demand  is  made 
on,  by  abranch  of 
id  probable  annual 
mpliance  with  the 
al  the  squadron  "is 
and  usel^ul  employ- 

'y;"  nor  "would  il 

Ihis  approprialjon 
general  estimates 

nd  Ihe  evident  and 

he  sqoadroD,  when 
for  the  purpose  of 

iiw  too  Clearly  thai 


the  Executive  regards  Congress  as  bound  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  irrespective  of  all  convictions  of  Ihe 
utter  inexpediency  of  doing  so.  The  faci  that  ihe 
treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  announced  under  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  to  the  people  of  Ihe 
tJniled  States,  and  communicated  to  both  branches 
of  Congie'>$,  clearly  implies  thai  he  regards  the. 
concurrence  of  the  Legislature  as  totally  unneces- 
sary to  give  any  validity -whatever  toil.  I  coun- 
tenance no  such  doctrine  as  thii.  I  deny  that  the 
Congress  is  bound,  upon  terms  of  unconditional 
submission,  to  observe  a  treaty  made  and  ratified 
according  to  the  forms  prescrilid  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. There  are  cases  in  which  it  may  refuse  its 
co-opeiaiionj  and  Ihow  cases  are  lo  be  determined 
bv  a  sound  dtscrelion,  in  view  of  all  Ihe  attending 
clrcurastSDces.  If  the  treaty  could  be  executed 
without  Ihe  inlerveniioQ  of  Congress,  11  might  be 
regarded  as  binding  upon  the  wnole  people;  and 
hence  becomes  a  rule  of  action^  prescribed  by  the 
superior  power,  and  which  the  inferior  ma.-<t  obey; 
and  assumes  all  the  dignity  and  authority  of  any 
other  law.  But,  if  such  intervention  is  necessary, 
then  the  Legislature  is  as  Iree  lo  act  as  the  Execu- 
tive, and  10  withhold  or  yield  its  concurtence. 
Without  this  rule  of  inteiprelalion,  the  rights  of 
the  Legislature  would  be  woolly  sacrificed;  a  Rep- 
resentative would  be  forced  to  lay  aside  all  judg- 
ment for  himself,  lo  follow  implicitly  Ihe  dictates 
of  olheis,  and,  knowingly,  10  vole  for  a  palpable 
violaiionof  Ihal  Conslituiiofa  which  he  had  most 
solemnlv  sworn  to  support.  Without  thb  interpr«. 
taiioo,  the  power  of  raising  a  navy,  of  enlisting  -■' 


be  transferred  to  the  President  and 
Senate;  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  through  their 
populareleclions,  totally  lost  and  neglected. 

Again;  ihere  is  no  express  restraint  whatever  in 
the  Constitution  ob  the  treaty  making  power.  A 
cession  of  a  sovereign  Slate  might  be  made  to  a 
foreign  Qovernmeni;  entangling  and  ruinous  alli- 
ances formed — alliances,  offensive  and  defensive, 
with  Ihe  most  loathiul  and  odious  people,  under 
circumstances  revolting  to  all  honorable  and  Qhris- 
lian  feelings;  the  paiiicular  and  special  powers  and 
rights  of  the  Bepreseolalives  of  the  people  lo  origi- 
nate all  money  hills  might  be  swept  away  by  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  Qoremment,  made  and  rati- 
fied by  the  President  and  Senate.  Under  these  cir- 
would  it  be  contended  for  a  moment 


by  the  Legislature,  would  be 
and  impolitic,  and  cause  foreign  nations  lo  become 
jealous  of  us,  when  we  have  such  a  power  in  re- 
serve. This  would  be  a  strong  argument  against 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  unless  for  satisfactory 
causes.  But  such  considerations  have  as  much  influ- 
ence over  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  as  they  have 
overthat  of  the  Executive;  and  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  the  former  will  as  l^ilhfully  protect  the  nation- 
al inleresl  and  honor  as  the  laller,  and  would  not 
be  any  more  likely  lo  be  InSuenced  by  tiivial 
causes.  Bnl  Ihere  is  one  reason  which  should 
lender  this  construction  of  ihe  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature satisfactory  lo  all;  and  that  is,  that  this  pow- 
er of  withholding  their  co-operation  is  Ihe  only 
check  upon  the  treaty-making  power  which  can  be 
possessed  and  exercised  by  the  people. 

Shortly  alter  the  adoption  of  the  ConstilniioD,  this 
material  question  was  fully  discussed  and  settled 
by  the  adjudication  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  by  the  people  through  ihem.  In  Iheyear 
1796,  npon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Qreat 
Britain,  (commonly  known  as  Jay'a  treaty,)  during 
the  administration  of  President  Washington,  the 
following  declaration  of  opinion  was  made; 
RmlTid.-nui\tm]Rg  dgcli[ed,bT  ths  Mconil  Kctlon  of 


This 


InexpfldlBiKr  of  urr^tng  «iich  Ir 
publir  good. 


was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  fiily- 
seven  lomiriy-nve,  and  received  llie  energetic  sup- 
pon  of  such  Republicans  as  Albert  Oallaiin,  Wil- 
liain  B.Oile?,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
and  other  no  less  distinguished  statesmen;  and 
wbeoa  bill  was  introdoced  to  cany  ttu3  treaty  In- 


to effect,  the  erptdunc!/  of  mBkiDt  the  ai 

provisions  by  law  was  carried,  in  Coainiiili 

Whole,  by  one  vote  majority,  and  piocd  in  I 
House  by  a  majority  of  Utret  votes;  the  histoA 
informing  us  that  considerations  of  policy  aloael 
duced  its  passage.  *< 

I  have  said  this  much  in  defence  of  t^  cooii 
tutional  right  and  duly  of  the  National  LtgisbKS 
against  the  disrespectful  and  haoghly  issnmplM 
of  Ihe  executive  department.  Whiuevet  nu^ 
may  have  prompted  such  conduct,  on  its  part,  I 
unqualified  condemnation  deserve:  to  bepromM 
made,  that  iis  repetition  may  not  be  inempM 
ininenced  by  the  impanily  with  which  Ihe  prej 
may  have  been  received. 

I  do  nol  propose  to  enter  upon  the  coicidtii^ 
of  those  slipulotitms  of  the  treaty  whicb  oik 
executed  independent  of  the  co-^eraiioa  of  h 
Legislature.  Of  Ihal  class  is  the  one  ■<**"'"#  h 
boundary  line  between  Ihe  two  connuies,  ui  ^ 
lermining  ihe  rigU  of  soil,  by  each  QovemaM 
Yet,  as  large  sums  of  money  are  to  be  appn^ria 
loihe  Stales  of  Maine  anil  Massachmnis,  wql 
cau  alone  be  done  by  the  Legislature,  in  "unsJe^ 
olion"  of  Ihe  "conditions  and  tqvivciaU  ncriM 
therefor,"  in  adupting  the  treaty  line  of  bouDduT 
the  consideration  and  examination  of  those  "tqm- 
alenls"  properly  and  rightfully  belong  to  the  Bept- 
sentatives  of  the  people.  But,  as  the  stipolaiiMii 
to  boundary  is  executed  of  ilself — as  the  istad 
those  States  has  been  yielded  to  that  stipalaticcfu 
a  pecuniary  consideration,— respect  fpr  the  wisbe 
of  those  sovereign  members  of  our  Union  iliin^ 
induce  a  prompt  co-operation  by  ihe  Legisliian  i 
providing  the  means  for  carding  into  tBeai. 
much  of  the  Irealy  as  provides  for  the  paymoiiJ 
the  sums  therein  specified. 

What  advantages,  however,  have  resulted  low 
own  Government  from  the  treaty,  bevond  the  pni> 
ilege  of  paying  oul  lo  the  Slates  of  Uas-achioai 
and  Maine  a  sum  exceeding  in  amoant  half  ini- 
lion  of  dollars— all  yet  remain  to  be  itisrarcrel 
England  has  been  ready,  for  years,  lo  cloae  in  viil 
the  lermsnow  adopted;  and  the  reason  Ihal  Ibe;  vn 
not  iungsince  made  the  ba.iis  of  negotiation,  niiSt 
rei^usal  of  our  own  Qovernmeni  to  recognise  iba. 
The  delay  has  resulted  in  conceding  toEDjhk 
what  she  desired,  and  not  in  secnting  to  oursdre 
belter  verms.  Yet  I  do  not  feel  that  the  cffluiiw- 
lion  of  a  "bad  bargain"  should  influence  ibc  ttft- 
lature  lo  wittiliold  its  co-operation  from  the  xifvSt 
tious  of  Ihe  5th  article,  which  dej^nd  exclnsin(j 
for  their  execution,  upon  Ihia  deparlmenl  of  ii 
Government. 

Other  stipulalioDS  of  the  treaty,  giving  rixt: 
questions  oi  much  greater  importance  this  ui 
growing  oul  of  the  article  referred  to,  do  itqnn 
Ihe  co-operaiion  of  the  Legislaiure  to  give  elfteii' 
them;  andu-ithoul  thai  co-operalian,  tbeymiWrF 
main  wholly  inoperative.  The  magtiitiidr  ol  tk 
principles  involved,  and  the  surrender  of  ligln^ 
'our  Government,  which  were  never  before  penabi 
lo  be  Guesiioned  or  debated — which  follow  npo  ik 
act  of  Ihe  Legislature  co-operating  in  eimlii! 
those  stipulation^,  and  the  preservation  oF  ita 
rights,  which  can  alone  be  had  by  its  refoaltf 
such  co-operation — retider  the  position  of  Coopw 
and  more  especially  thai  of  the  House  of  El^ 
sentaiives,  ol  the  most  vital  importance  to  ibt  it 
lure  destiny  of  our  country.  By  the  terms  uf  ^ 
8ih  article  of  the  treaty,  the  right  of  capture,  *io- 
'■—   — -'  — irch  of  oar  merchant  v — '■  ~ '^ 


a  of  Africa,  has  been  ingloriously  placed  ttiti 
[he  Federal  Executive,  to  be  at  Iti  is- 
endered  to  Ihe  British  Crown,  apcui  lit 


disposal  oi  the  Federal  Executive, 


^nder  of  a  like  privilege  to  the  Americin  !bi|> 
over  the  British  merchant  vessels  on  tbe  !t>>! 
coast.  The  eslablLshmeni  of  a  squadron  of  reils 
in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  perfccaik 
surrender  of  that  right:  'the  refusal  lo  nuke  fvf 
vision  for  such  squadron,  mainlaios  onr  atixti 
•hts  upon  that  great  question.    It  thai  be 


ubjecl  of  the  deepest  imporlanc 

lives  of  the  people,  how  far  II 

rights  of  their  constiluenl.i, 


:o  the  R 


how  far  they  will  cooiprtot 
nstiluenl.i,  and  tarnisli  uu  ■*- 
tional'honor,  by  a  co-operation  in  the  eieeoiiia  (i 
so  much  of  the  Irealy.  The  eighth  article  ili> 
these  words: 

"Article  »h.  The  parties  muinallystipnliie,tb« 
each  shall  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  levlo 
on  Ihe  coast  of  Africa,  a  sufficient  ud  adcqW 
squadron,  or  naval  force  of  vessels,  of  w*i* 
numbers  and  descriptions,  lo  carry  in  all  M  Is 
(ban  eighty  guvs,  lo  enforce,  separaldyiBd  Rf^ 
Ively,  the  laws,  iighu,and  obUg;«1c»iof  Ndicittl 


I>eb.  lliti. 


AfirtSfDtt  TO  TAB  COfroUBSSlOttAL  GLOBS. 


\9l 


2rf  B  .Cono*«.-.Sd  Sbss. 


The  Britiih  Treaty — Mr.  Meriwether, 


H.  of  Reps. 


wo coQDtries.  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade; 
he  said  squadroDs  to  be  independent  of  each  other; 
mt  the  two  Qovemments  stipulating,  nevertheless, 
o  give  snch  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their 
'e^>ective  forces  as  shall  enable  them  most  effeciu- 
illy  to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation,  upon  mutual 
:oosaUation,  as  exigencies  may  arise,  fur  the  attain- 
neot  of  the  trae  object  of  this  article:  copies  of  all 
nch  orders  to  be  commanicated  by  eacli  Govem- 
nent  to  the  other,  respectively.'' 

By  the  derenth  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  provi- 
led:  "The  eighth  article  of  this  treaty  shall  be  in 
brce  for  JiiV€  years,  from  date  of  the  exchange  nf 
atificatious,  and  afterwards  until  one  or  the  other 
larty  shall  signifv  a  wish  to  terminate  it/'  The 
wcnliar  phraseology  of  the  "eighth  article"  ren- 
ters the  tzUiU  of  its  meaning  somewhat  equivocal. 
to  terms  are  contradictory.  It  speaks  of  "inde- 
)endeni  squadrons,"  designed  to  enforce  "separaUly 
md  rufedively'^  the  laws  of  ^^each  of  the  two  coun- 
riiss**  and  yet  the  two  Gtovernments  are  to  give 
'such  orders"  to  the  "commanding  officers,"  lo  ei>- 
lUe  them  "eflectai^ly  to  act  in  concert  and  co- 
^ration,"  upon  ^'consultation,"  as  "exigencies 
nay  arise,"  for  the  "attainment  of  the  true  object  of 
his  article;"  and  that  "true  object"  is  nothing  more 
»r  less  than  the  effeeiual  suppression  of  the  "Afri" 
antlave-trade,"  Here  is  the  end  to  be  attained; 
ind  the  means  .w)iich  are  to  be  employed  are  such 
ts  will  "effectually"  reach  it.  If  the  capture  of 
)ur  merchant  vessels,  their  detention,  visitation, 
ind  search,  are  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
wo  Qovemments,  under  this  treaty,  by  the  *^)r- 
iers"  of  the  Governments,  the  desecration  of  the  na- 
iooalflag  and  the  prostration  of  the  citizens'  rights 
nay  be  mada.  The  diplomatic  history,  as  well  as 
he  pretensions  of  the  two  Gk)vemments  growing 
iQtofit,  will  serve  to  illustrate  more  forcibly  the 
!0ect  of  the  stipulations  complained  of.  In  the 
preamble  o(  the  treaty  now  being  considered,  the 
bUowing  declarations  are  to  be  foupd: 

"Whereas  by  the.  treaty  concluded  at  Ghent  on 
he  34th  December,  1814,  between  the  United  States 
ind  his  Britannic  Majesty,  an  article  was  agreed  to, 
tnd  inserted,  of  the  following  tenor,  viz: 

'^^AancuB  10.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves,  is 
rrecoQcileable  with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
astice;  j&ad  whereas  both  his  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
sd  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to 
Tomote  Its  entire  abolition:  it  is  hereby  ap^reed  that 
oth  the  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best  en- 
eavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object:  and 
rhereas,  notwithstanding  the  laws  which  have,  at 
arions  times^,  been  passed  by  the  two  Governments, 
nd  the  ejfbrU  made  to  suppress  it,  that  criminal 
raffic  is  still  prosecuted  and  carried  on:  and 
rhereaa  the  United  States  of  America,  and  her 
dajesty  the  Clneen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Ireat  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  determined  that,  so 
ir  as  may  be  in  their  power,  it  shall  be  efiettually 
bolished.' " 

Under  the  article  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  here 
eferred  to,  England  has  asserted  the  righi  oj 
iarck  over  oar  merchant  vessels,  to  suppress  the 
Lfrican  ^ve-trade.  The  American  Government 
tas  denied  any  such  right.  In  fulfilment  of  the 
reaty,  we  have  made  the  trade  piracy,  and  have 
mpfoyed  our  naval  force,  to  a  great  extent,  in  en- 
srcing  our  lavs.  We  have  maintained,  that  since 
ie  slave-trade  was  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  na- 
\oBSt  and  since  it  was  made  piracy  by  our  own 
Aonicipal  regulations,  we  could  nol^  and  wouldiiot 
f  we  coald.  permit  a  stranger,  with  his  fleets  and 
rmieSi  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  our  own  laws; 
liat  our  own  officers  must  alone  execute  them; 
nd  that  they,  alone,  must  search  and  detain  our 
iwa  vessels;  that  the  right  of  search  by  astranerer 
ras  a  belligerent  right,  and  would  be  so  regarded 
Ad  treatedby  our  Government. 

In  farther  evidence  of  the  desire  of  our  GJovern- 
oent  to  carry  intoeff*ect  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the 
xecation  oi  her  own  laws,  our  vessels  of  war  had 
leen  instructed  to  cruise  in  company  with  one  or 
Qore  British  vessels,  that  American  vessels  might 
earch  the  ships  using  the  American  flag,  and  the 
British  Vessels  might  search  those  of  that  nation, 
ind  of  such  other  nations  as  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
aad  die  right  of  search.  Here  were  the  positions 
)f  the  two  Governments:  England  asserting  the 
ight  of  search  as  the  means  of  suppressing  the 
lavQ-trade;  and  the  JJnited  States  conceding  and 
idopting  every  other  ineans  but  that,  for  the  pur- 
lose  of  attaining  that  end.  There  was,  then,  no 
nidw«y  ffronnd  left  between  the  unconditional  sur- 
viKi#r  and  the  onconditional  denial  o{  the  right  of  I 


search.  But  it  seems  that  the  action  of  the  Amer- 
ican Gruvemment  has  not  been  satisfactory  to  Eng- 
land, in  execution  of  the  treaty.  Notwithstanding 
the  "laws  which  have  been  passed  at  various  times," 
and  the  "eflbris  made  lo  suppress  it,"  "ihe  slave- 
trade  is  still  prosecuted;"  and  now  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, being  "determined"  that  it  shall  be  "ef- 
fecttiaUy  abolished^  so  fdr  as  may  be  in  their  power" 
have  adopted  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  at 
Washington  as  the  means  by  which  the  "trade** 
shall  be  thus  "abolished." 

Then,  as  something  more  has  been  agreed  ta  be 
done,  the  question  is,  What  is  it  that  shall  be  donel 
And  if  greater,  "efforts*  are  to  be  made,  by  which 
Government  are  they  to  be  madel 

Looking  back  to  the  posiu'ons  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments; the  laws  passed  by  each;  the  '^efforts"  made 
by  each;  and  most  especially  the  plan  adopted,  of 
vessels  of  each  nation  cruising  together,  that  those 
belonging  to  either  might  be  searched  by  the  officers 
of  their  own  Government;  that  all  these  efforts  had 
failed;  and  the  slave-traae  was  still  prosecuted-^ 
what  "e/c/rris  there,  as  the  ultimatum  oi"all  in 
their  poieer"  that  the  slave-trade  should  be  "abol- 
ished effectually"  which  could  liave  been  de^igned, 
but  the  concession  of  England's  importunate  and 
continued  deraandf— the  right  of  search^ 

If  the  plan  of  permitting  and  requiring  the  ves- 
sels of  each  country  to  cruise  together,  which  had 
covered  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  concession 
of  our  Gtovemment,  had  proved  i7ieffectual.\hen  it 
was  not  embraced  in  those  m«an5  contemplated  by 
the  parties  to  be  employed  when  they  declared 
their  determination  to  use  all  in  "their  power"  to 
arrest  the  trade.  If  it  had  proved  "effectual"  no 
treaty  stipulations  were  needed.  Whether  effect- 
ual or  not,  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  superero- 
gation by  both  Governments,  and  an  ins:ilt  to  our 
own,  lo  have  made  it  the  subject  of  treaty  nego- 
tiation; since  our  own  Gk>vemment  had  already 
proposed  it  to  England,  and  both  Governments  had 
adopted  it. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  American  Sec- 
retary could  not  have  entertained  the  proposition, 
when  coming  from  another,  and  he  must,  indeed, 
have  been  lost  to  all  sense  of  national  honor,  if 
he  could  have  thought  one  moment  of  submitting 
the  proposition  to  the  British  minister.  Ail  the 
facts  concur  in  establishing,  clearly,  that  something 
beyond  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  each  na- 
tion by  their  own  vessels  was  designed  by  the 
treaty;  and  nothing  but  the  right  of  search  could 
have  been  meant.  This  is  the  conclusion  to  which 
every  unbiassed  mind  murt  come,  in  respect  to  the 
power  intended  to  be  surrendered  to  the  execu- 
tive discretion.  Its  force  may  be  attempted  to 
be  broken,  by  the  avowal  of  the  mbstitution  of 
the  right  of  visitation,  instead  of  the  right  of  search. 
This  is  the  special  pleading  with  which  the  Eng- 
lish court  has  for  }rears  attempted  to  mislead  and 
deceive  the  American  Government;  this  is  the 
ground  on  which  she  always  justified  her  recent 
outrages  upon  American  shipping.  But  there  is 
no  such  distinction  in  the  nmntime  law  of  nations, 
and  the  usa^e  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  any  coun- 
try. If  visitation  is  not  accompanied  with  search, 
it  is  an  empty  mockery.  This  theorv  of  England 
has  been  reduced  to  practice;  and  we  have,  in  her 
visitation  o(  American  ships,  demonstration"  con- 
clusive of  what  she  means  by  the  right.  These 
visitations  were  followed  by  search  of  persons  and 
papers,  of  vessel  and  cargo;  and  sometimes  not 
only  by  a  protracted  detention  of  the  vessel,  but  by 
the  actual  carrying  her  into  port  for  adjudication. 
This  practical  illustration  shows  that  what  is  meant 
by  the  right  of  visitation,  is  the  right  of  visitation 
and  search.  It  was  so  regarded  by  our  Glovem- 
meiH  in  1818,  when  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  in  re- 
pelling the  proposition  of  the  British  Government, 
saldj—if  the  visitation  was  not  carried  out  by  search, 
"it  would  reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power  merely 
nominal,"  and  the  acquiescence  in  wliich  "would 
serve  rather  to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and 
previous  principle,  than  to  attain  the  end  for  which 
it  would  be  given  up." 

This  question  seems  to  have 'been  too  long  set- 
tled, ana  by  her  own  courts,  to  be  agitated  by 
England  now.  In  the  case  of  the  Louis,  Lord  Stow- 
ell,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  "that  no  author- 
ity can  be  found  which  gives  any  right  oivisitaiion 
or  interruption  over  the  vessels  and  navigation  of 
other  States  on  the  high  seas,  except  what  the  right 
of  war  gives  to  belligerents  against  neutrals." 

If  we  concede  to  England  the  right  of  visita- 
tion aloi^e  we  concede  the  right  of  search  along 


with  it;  there  is  nothing  but  a  flimsy  technically 
separating  them  in  name,  while  In  practice  it  » 
entirely  dissipated  Then,  by  whatever  deceptive 
and  alluring  name  the  powers,  or  rights,  conferred 
under  the  eighth  ariicle  of  the  treaty,  mutually 
upon  the  two  Governments,  may  be  called — IM 
right  conferred  is  the  mu^ttaZW^ A/  of  search,  to  be 
exercised  under  the  "orders  of  the  two  Governments." 
The  British  minister  advised  our  Gtovemmeot 
that  all  farther  pretensions  to  the  righl  of  search 
were  abandoned.  Whether,  by  this,  Engliind 
meant  to  visit  our  ships,  irresf)ective  of  our 
wishes,  and  then  shelter  the  outrage  behind 
the  technicality  she  employed,  af\er  attaining  all 
the'  substantial  ends  to  which  a  search  would  lead; 
or  whether  .she  de<^igned  to  hold  the  one  in  terror 
over  us  un;il,  by  treaty,  we  should  surrender  the 
other  to  her,  is  unknown.  But  certain  it  is,  that, 
from  the  correspondence  between  Lord  Ashbar^m 
and  Mr.  Webster,  communicated  to  Congress  by 
the  President,  it  does  not  appear  that  ^e  BriHsk" 
minister  made  any  demand,  or  offered  any  negotia- 
tion, to  our  Government,  upon  the  subject.  It 
seems  that  bis  Gk)vemment  was  satisfied  with  his 
own  position;  while  that  of  America  became  the 
moverof  the  proposition.  The  stipulation  appearsto 
have  been  the  tree- will  offering  of  the  American 
Secretary  to  the  cupidity  of  England.  How  fax  tlie 
fear  that  England  might  refuse  the  mutuality  of  the 
right,  unless  stipulated'  for,  controlled  the  conces- 
sion at  this  time,  is  only  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

The  correspondence  accompaning  the  treaty  dis- 
closes and  sustains  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the 
eighth  article  was  not  only  the  voluntary  conces- 
sion of  the  ""American  GK)vemment,  but  that  the 
right  of  search  was  the  concession  intended  to  be 
made  to  the  British  Government  by  the  terms  of 
that  article. 

in  the  year  1840,  an  agreement  was  enters  into 
between  the  officers  commanding  the  ships  of  eaoh 
Government  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  providing  fdr 
mutual  co-operation  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade; 
and  that  co-operation  being  the  exercise  of  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search.  This  agreement  was  disap- 
proved by  this  Government,  and  there  it  terminated. 
Fending  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  treaty 
at  Washington,  the  Secretary  of  State  calls  npon 
the  officer  who  executed  this  agreement,  for  in- 
formation of  its  nature.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1842, 
Lieutenant  Paine,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Webster, 
says: 

"As  the  wish  of  the  State  Department  seems  to 
be  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  agreement  itself, 
and  the  action  of  myself  thereon;  and  as  I  wish  to 
forward  thisview  promptly,  I  shall  restrict  myself 
to  these  points,  commencing  with  the  agreement, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

'Commander  William  Tucker,  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  sloop  Wolverine,  and  senior  officer  on 
the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and  Lieutenant  John  J. 
Paine,  commanding  the  Un  ted  States  schooner 
Grampus,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective 
Governments  respecting  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  hereby  request  each  other,  and  agree, 
to  detain  all  vessels  under  American  colors  found 
to  be  fully  equipped  and  engaged  in  the  slave-trade; 
that,  if  fo^nd  to  be  American  propertv,  thev  shall 
be  handed  over  to  the  United  States  scnooner 
Grampus,  or  any  other  American  cruiser;  and  that, 
if  found  to  be  Spani^^h,  Portuguese,  Brazilian,  or 
English  property,  to  any  of  her  Britannic  Majesty^ 
cruisers  employed  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  so  far  as  their  re- 
spective laws  and  treaties  will  permit. 

'Signed  and  exchanged  at  Sierra  Leone  this- 
11th  March,  1840. 

•JOHN  S.  PAINE, 
^Commanding  U.  S.  schr,  Orampus, 
*WM.  TUCKER, 
*  Command* g  H.  B.  M.  sloop  WolverinSi^J  " 

Comparing  this  agreement  with  the  eighth  ar* 
tide  of  the  treaty,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  terms 
of  the  former  suggested  the  idea  of  those  of  the  lat- 
ter; and  \}[ie practice,  under  the  agreement,  leaves  us 
no  reasoti  to  doubt  what  was  designed  by  the  par- 
ties should  be  that  under  the  treaty.  The  incorpo- 
ration of  the  principle  of  this  agreement  into  the 
treaty  the  adoption  of  the  stipulation  as  to  the  mode 
of  "effectually'' abolishing  the  slave-trade— shows 
an  abandonment  of  the  principles  hitherto  asserted, 
and  the  rights  before  maintained  by  our  Govern- 
ment, and  tbeunconditionalsurrendertoEUiglandof 
her  haughty  demand  of  the  right  of  search  over  our 
vessels.    The  arrogance  of  her  demand  is  miti^ 
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^ted  only  by  the  fact,  that  the  exercise  of  the  right 
is'oxider  muoidpal  regulations,  and  not  by  the  law 
of  nations. 

Upon* the  communication  of  this  agreement  to 
Ibe  American  GbvernmeDt,  by  Lieut.  Paine,  Mr. 
8l)Crelary  Paulding  replies;  and,  after  remarking 
uihim  (Paine^  that  "be  has  delegated  t.>  thatof- 
<eer( British)  the  right  losciz*.  vessels  under  Amer- 
ican colors,"  continues:  *  "Such  a  delegation  of 
power  la  not  only  unauthorized  by  your  insiruc- 
lions,  bat  contrary  to  the  established  and  well-known 
principles  and  policy  of  your  Qoveroment,  and  is, 
iberelore,  not  sanctioned  by  the  department" — "the 
great  object  of  the  co-operation  being  to  obviate  ibe 
difficulties  of  capture,  growing  out  of  assuming 
Portuguese,  English,  Spanish,  or  Brazilian  colors 
when  ovei hauled  by  an  American,  or  American 
colors  when  overhauled  by  a  British  cruiser.  For 
this  purpose,  you  are  authorized  to  cruise  in  com- 
pany and  in  co-operation  with  any  British  vessel 
of  war  employed  on  the  .slave-coast,  in  pursuit  of 
objects  similar  to  ^our  own."  Lieut.  Paine,  in 
communicating  this  disapproval  to  the  British  offi- 
cer on  the  STTth  April,  1841, says:  'Trom  the  above 
extract,  you  will  see  that  the  Secreiarjr  of  the  Navy 
at  Washingt6n  is  careful  to  avoid  giving  eournff' 
fu»«ce  tolhe  praciiceof  detaining  American  vessels, 
«veQ  though  they  be  slavers,  unless  by  American  ves- 
sels of  war.  The  ^5^,  ifnot.ihe<m/y  means  of  co-ope- 
ration letl,  would  seem  to  be  exchanging  informa- 
tion, or  cruising  in  company."  Another  proposi- 
lion  yrns  made,  m  1841,  to  re-adopt  a  similar  agree- 
ment, which  was  refused  by  the  same  officer;  and, 
in  1842,  the  agreement  was  embraced  in  the  treaty 
stipulation.  So  far  as  the  President  and  Senaie 
could  go,  to  give  that  treaty  effect,  they  have  gone. 
Jit  now  remains  for  the  House  of  {tiepresentatives  to 
determine  whether,  by  an  appropriation  for  a 
squadron  on  the  African  coast,  they  too  will 
cpncnr  in  the  relinquishment  of  that  great  and 
inestimable  piinciple— our  absolute  immunity  from 
search.  England  having  failed  to  bully  France 
into  ittf  surrender,  now  seeks  quietly  to  dupe 
the  American  Government  into  an  acquies- 
cence of  her  haughty  and  insolent  demands.  And 
shall  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people 
tameljr  cower  before  this  impudent  pretension,  or 
ingloriously  embrace  the  dishonorable  terms  of 
peace  whicn  England's  self  esteem  has  prescribedl 
Shall  we  permit  the  citizens  of  our  Republic,  pur- 
suing their  legitimate  callings  on  the  high  seas, 
to  be  pursued  by  British  cruisers — captured,  de- 
tained, searched,  and  perhaps  carried  into  port, 
placed  in  duress,  injured  in  their  business — all  for 
the  gratification  of  knowing  that  American  vessels 
of  war  might  be  permitted  to  treat  the  British  ves- 
"sels  in  the  same  manner!  Never.  The  right  of 
search  is  a  belligerent  right,  which,  whenever  ex- 
ercised by  foreign  nations  towarcts  the  ships  of 
America,  is  a  just  cause  of  war;  and  it  can  never 
be  surrendered  by  treaty  stipulations,  or  otherwise, 
without  dishonor  and  disgrace  to  the  national  char- 
acter. And  the  highest  duty  which  a  representa- 
tive df  the  American  people  owes  to  his  country, 
is  promptly  to  reject  all  ana  each  proposition  which 
seeks  to  give  enect  to  a  treaty  surrendering  so 
high  a  right. 

Why  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  England  to- 
wards the  shipping  of  America  should  be  so  readily 
and  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  our  Government,  is 
unaccountable.  It  is  true,  she  has  interdicted  the 
slave-trade;  but  it  was  not  until  she  had  enriched 
her  subjects,  and  filled  the  American  colonies 
with  slaves  against  their  wishes.  She  has  made  the 
trade  piracy;  but  it  was  done  only  to  assimilate  her- 
self to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, and  to  follow  its  example. 

The  British  nation  had  carried  on  the  slave- 
trade  for  two  centuries— not  only  to  supply  her  own 
colonies,  but  those  of  France  and  Spain.  Under  the 
&rst  S^art  kings  of  England,  joint  stock-companies 
were  chartered  with  exclusive  privileges  for  the 
trade.  By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  British  traders 
were  entitled  to  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  in  the 
dominions  of  "his  Catholic  Majesty  in  America" — 
*'at  tl^je  rate  of  4,600  negroes  yearly,  for  the  space  of 
thirty  years  successively."  On  the  accession  of 
Charles  II,  upon  the  representation  that  more  ne- 
groes were  needed  on  the  Bri  ish  plantations  in 
America,  he  "publicly  invited  his  subjects  to  the 
subscription  01  a  new  joint-stock  company  for 
receiving  and  <:arrying  on  the  trade  of  Africa." 
In  1703,  the  Slate  o/^Massachusetis  imposed  a  heavy 
duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves;  in  1767,  they  at- 
Umptedto  establish  a  duty  equivalent  to  prohibition. 


I  which  was  defeated  by  the  council  established  by 
the  Crown.  The  Colonial  Legislatures  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jerscfy  attempted  to  interdict 
the  trade  by  similar  duties;  but  tneir  enactments 
were  rejected  by  the  Crowii.  Virginia  petitioned 
the  Crown  to  remove  all  restraints  from  the  gover- 
nors of  that  colony,  inhibiting  their  assent  to  laws 
checking  the  slave-trade;  and  so  indignantly  was 
this  respecifbt  petition  treated,  that  no  answer  was 
given  to  it. 

•  Upon  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  1776, 
the  American  Congress  passed  a  resolution  against 
the  purchase  of  slaves  iibported  from  AfHca. 
Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
importation^)!  slavesaAer  1st  Januarv,  1808,  waspro- 
hibited.  In  1794,  Congress  passed  a  law  subjects 
ing  to  fine  and  imprisonment  any  American  citi- 
zen who  engaged  in  the  A.fVican  slave-trade;  and 
in  1807,  a  law  was  passed  carrying  into  effect  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  prohibiting  the  African 
slave-trade. 

The  American  Government  interdicted  the  for- 
eign dave»trade  thirteen  yi^rs  before  Great  Britain: 
they  had  made  it  "punishable  as  a  crime"  some 
years  before;  and  made  the  period  pf  non-impor- 
tation into  the  Union  four  years  earlier  than  that 
assigned  by  Great  Britain  for  her  colonies.  Why, 
then,  is  it  that  America  must  yield  so  much  to  this 
eleventh  hour  convert  against  the  African  slave- 
tradel — that,  proud  and  insolent  as  she  is,  her  haugh- 
ty and  arrogant  officers  shall  arrest  our  vessels  on 
the  hfgh  seas,  open  their  hatches,  muster  their 
crew,  inspect  their  papers,  overhaul  their  cargo, 
and  treat  with  contumely  and  contempt  the  humbly 
but  nobly-born  American,  to  know  whether  he  is 
violating  the  laws  of  America,  as  a  pirate  and 
thiefl    Is  such  contumely  as  this  to  be  bomel 

It  was  not  until  aAer  the  peace  of  1814  that  this 
right  of  search  was  first  agitated  as  the  only  effec- 
tual means  'of  suppressing  the  slave-trade.  In 
1816,  it  w^s  admitted  by  L^d  Castlereagh  that  the 
right  of  search,  being  a  belligerent  right^  had 
ceased  with  the  war;  and,  if  only  one  State  resisted 
the  right,  it  could  not  be  exercised  against  her. 
In  1818,  an  application  was  made  to  the  American 
Government  to  surrender  this  right  by  treaty. 
The  proposition  was  met  with  signal  ability,  and 
repelled  most  properly,  by  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  John  Clumcy  Adams. 

In  conclusion  of  his  reply,  he  says:  "The  search 
by  foreign  officers,  even  in*  time  of  war,  is  so  ob- 
noxious to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  this 
country,  that  nothing  could  reconcile  them  to  an 
extension  of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  in 
time  of  peace."  And  it  is  very  much  douoted 
whether,  at  this  time^  such  a  practice  is  less  repul- 
sive to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Notwithstanding  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was 
made  in  1814,  yet  up  to  this  time  no  British  states- 
man has  ever  dared  to  assert  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search  upon  American  vessels,  except  in 
time  of  war;  and  then,  as  a  belligerent  right  only. 
In  the  year  1824,  a  convention  between ^gland 
and  the  United  States  was  held,  which  provided 
for  the  mutual  right  of  search  and  visitation  under 
a  variety  of  restrictions  and  regulations:  which 
failed  to  be  ratified  on  account  of  causes  other  than 
those  growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  this  right. 
During  this  negotiation,  no  intimation  was  made 
of  the  ri^ht  of  visitation  and  search  on  the  high 
seas,  in  lime  of  peace,  for  any  purpose  independ- 
ent of  compact.  So  late  as  the  year  1839,  it  was 
avowed  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  thai^  as  to  "searching  vessels  ^f  the 
United  States  for  papers,  &c.,  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  that  power  would  decidedly 
resist  any  such  attempt  on  our  part." 

No  longer  ago  than  January,  1840,  the  British 
Government — in  addressing  tire  Hayllen  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  a  law  passed  by  it  in  1839, 
providing  that  any  vessel,  wnether  Haytien  or 
otherwise,  found  in  the  act  of  slave-trading,  should 
be  seized  and  brought  intbaport  for  adjudication — 
held  this  language:  "Now,  Hayti  has  undoubtedly 
a  full  right  to  make  such  an  enactment  about  her 
own  citizens  andjships;  but  her  Majeslv^f  Qoverh- 
ment  apprehend  that  Hayti  has  no  right  io  legislate 
for  the  ships  and  subjects  or  citizens  of  other 
Slates."  "That,  in  time  ofpeace^  no  ships  belon^- 
in^  to  one  Slate  have  a  right  to  search  and  detain 
ships  sailing  under  the  flag  of,  and  belonging  to, 
other  States,  without  the  permission  of  such  States, 
which  permission  is  generally  sijgrnifled  by  treaty; 
and,  if  Haytien  cruisers  were  to  stop,  search,  and  * 
detain  merchant  vessels  sailing  tmder  the  flaig  of, 


and  belonging  to,  another  country,  even  <Iio^b 
vessels  were  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  tfia-l 
to  which  such  vessels  belonged  worid  baVe 
grounds  for  demanding  satisfaeHon  and 
from  Hayti,  unless  such  State  had*  pitWoftit 
eiven  to  Havti,  by  treaty ^  the  right  of  mtHtk  «M 
detention.**  These  are  (he  jposinons  £Q|taMf  ai* 
sumes,  when  she  speakg  in  defience  civtt  «wt 
rights  aj^ainst  invasion.  Ml^n  she  hmoAes  tSi 
rights  of  others,  her  posMonis  are  sh^gped  Id  soli  At 
occasion.  '..'•- 

It  was  only  as  late  as  the  year  1841  that  J^Mlnd 
ever  asserted  this  right,  an^d  tmi  &am\fSeBf. 
Lord  Aberdeen  says:  ^in  certain  latihides.  idW  wr 
a  particular  object,  the  vessels  refetiPdi  9^  tfr 
visiied— not  as  American,  bttt  either  as  Brfiia^  vo. 
sels  engaged  in  unlaiwful  traffic,  at»d  cteryta^  % 
flag  of  the  Cfnited  States  for  a  crimioalBiM^  «r 
as  belonging  to  States  which  have  ceded  fSt  rMt 
of  search  to  Great  Britain,  or  as  pitaSiM  til- 
laws."  Upon  this  visitation,  search,  ^JajJUi^  mL 
detention  follow;  and  the  vessel  is  carried  fiwant 
Tor  adjudication,  upon  the  discretion  oTa  BnSA 
officer,  and  befoie  a  British  court.  If^^opoa  OU. 
it  proves  to  be  an  American  vessel.  and^eag«^ 
in  iawf\]l  business,  she  is  disclutrgea;  bud  Euia£. 
having  the  right  to  search  her,  pays  Belief  oe ex- 
penses of  detention,  nor  the  cost  of  suit;  ^D4the» 
freqnently  amount  to  as  Btuch,  and  aiote,  (haatke 
vessel  and  cargo  are  teorth.  It  is  th«a  liat  At 
rights  of  our  citizens  are  prostrated  by  £tagta4; 
and  who  may  not  see  the  policy  she  might  haw  it 
view  by  thus  acting,  when  s^e  soagbc  to  noaof- 
olize  the  commerce  of  any  country,  and  to  dr^ 
our  vessels  from  iti  And  the  only  romniieriflkB 
which  our  G6Temment  or  its  citizens  receive  #ob 
this  outrage,  is  the  assurance  that  Englaiid  didM 
visit  this  vessel  as  an  Amtrican  resitif 


And  now,  under  these  circumstances,  with 
a  weight  of  authority  to  sustain  us-— as  thODgfc  tk 
act  was  too  shameless  to  bear  its  avowal  oiMih 
by  an  introduction  in  a  treaty— this  impoitani  rigs: 
of  search  has  been  surrendered  to  the  power  ted 
discretion  of  the  Executive,  to  be  bartered  aware 
England,  under  his  orders,  for  a  conemcMif 
right  from  the  British  Govemmenll  The  Gvrcm- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  fi;one  AifthertUi 
any  other  nation  in  suppressing  tne  AfHeaa  tiam- 
trade.  It  was  in  the  advance  in  deelariag  fc  pin* 
cy;  and  it  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  detilt  to  U- 
duce  other  nations  to  attach  the  ponishiBeBl  lad 
odium  of  the  crime  to  the  act.  But  the  tJiM 
States  desired  to  protect  her  citizens  agaias  te 
possibility  of  abuse;  and,  in  doing  so,  ft  ««i  crif 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  piracy,  at  a  ■!• 
nicipal  regulation,  and  as  a  crime  againac  the  Ira 
of  nations.  We  have  ever  adher^  to  Che  <fiArtia 
of  rights  created  by  this  difierence  Id  pfiatijjie. 
The  ofl*ender  against  our  laws  is  subject  ta be  tnd 
in  our  own  courts  alone;  and  the  rigln  to  inrti 
our  vessels  on  the  high  seas  belongs  to  bo  ockr 
people  on  earth  but  the  oflicers  of  oar  Qovennaat; 
and  its  exercise  by  any  other  must  and  will  ha'r^ 
garded  as  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right, 
be  treated  accordingly. 

The  utmost  that  the  law  of  nations  1 
warranted,  or  justified,  was  the  right  €f|aMk 
armed  vessels  cruising  for  pirates  on  thift  Idgfc 
seas,  to  the  mere  authority  of  appnaefeftv 
suspicious  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  laemii- 
ing  their  real  character,  by  any  means  shovt  «f  l^ 
tual  visitation  and  search.  If  the  ▼cjaci  sho^ 
prove  to  be  engaged  in  illegal  trade,  tinder  1^  Itai 
of  nations  thesearch  is  justified;  bat  if,  oa  theeoa- 
trary,  she  is  engaged  in  lawful  parsuiUf,  Ibe  vlsdh 
atioil  is  illegal,  the  search  "un justified,  aad  tbe 
party  performs  both  at  the  hazard  of  the  cow- 
quences.  These  are  the  grounds  00  which  tke 
American  Government  has  always  stood,  mdtie- 
ways  been  justified,  even  by  England  herseC  ex- 
cept when  her  interests  were  difierenc.  Aad  ao« 
the  plain  question  presents  itself—whether  we  ikail 
abandon  these  high^  and  noble  grounds  at  i^be  ive- 
lent  dictation  of  Englandl  Why  shoold  we  ate- 
don  themi  Have  our  vessels  been  engaged  iada 
slave-trade  10  such  an  extent  thaitca 
measures  have  to  be  resorted  to,  to  mop 
cal  businessi  T^o.  For  many  years.  la 
no  American  vessel  has  been  tnus 
Why,  then,  when  our  tfeatj  stipalatloDa<tetiK 
observed  with  a  religious  faith«-ateB  ai^M"^ 
have  never  been  engaged  in  the  t|bWte«f  ^ 
laws  of  our  own  Goverament — whria  H 
laws  of  nations  are  to  be  wholly  ret 
the  rights  of  our  cititens  on  the  hi|^ 
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led  QDder  foot  by  the  iDsolence  of  British  officers! 
:  is^  too  much  the  character  of  Americans  to 
ear  injuries  while  they  are  tolerable,  than  promptly 
>  resent  them  when  offered.  England  knows  this, 
ndjby  a  gradual  usurpation  of  our. rights,  she 
opes  to  atialn  all  she  demands;  protesting  that  she 
tuends  us  no  indignity,  but  all  the  while  heaping 
Qsalt  upon  injury. 

From  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  the  Brit- 
5h  Parliament,  we  are  plain\y  told  what  the  Amer- 
san  Government  may  expect.  'The  rigU  of  visit- 
lion,  be  says,  has  not  and  will  not  be  surrendered 
y  Ms  Government.  He  speaks  truly  when  he  says 
o;  tbe  treaty  guaranties  it  to  him.  But  he  as- 
ames  a  loftier  ground  than  this;  and  tells  you  that 
«  holds  it  by  higher  authority,  and  intends  to  ex- 
rcise  it.  1  suppose  that  England  will  exercise  the 
ight  just  whensoever  she  pleases.  Notwiihsiand- 
Qg  she  has,  time  and  again,  said  that  no  such  right 
xisted,  or  should  be  exercised  towards  luer  vessebi, 
he  will  assert  it  and  exercise  it  towards  ^nr  ships. 
^et  her  do  it:  but  the  first  footstep  made  on  our 
'essels  .lyr  her  officers,  to  carry  out  her  asserted 
ight  of  visitation,  will  be  with  me  a  sufficient 
anseibr  van  and  I  would  vote  forthwith  a  dec- 
aration  of  war  against  her.  And  while  I  will 
kOi  vpte  one  gun  to  carry  out  this  abominable 
reatv,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  one  thousand  guns 
or  ine  African  coast,  to  show  England  that  she 
haU  net  tread  the  deck  of  the  most  worthless  ves- 
el  io  onr  whole  commercial  marine. 

T  know  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  arouse  the  pab- 
i0>'miiKl  against  the  insidious  encroachments  of 
^^glalDd  upon  our  rights.  The  great  mass  of  pur 
>eople  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  iojnries 
(ostaiaed  by  our  seafaring  people^  in  subjecting 
bem  to  England's  visitation.  iJ ready  do  we  hear 
t. proclaimed  that  British  officers  should  be  permti- 
ed  to  visit  American  ships,  to  see  that  they  are 
lot  engaged  in  illicit  trade.  But  apply  this  princi- 
ple to  the  humblest  citizen  in  this  republic— sub- 
ecting  hie  domicil  to  visitation — ^and  war  would 
ibllow  forthwith.  The  deck  of  an  American  ship 
is  American  territorv.  Who  dares  invade  it,  as 
Sogland  proposes  to  dol 

Were  a  British  officer  to  enter  the  dwelling  of  an 
American  citizen,  and  npon  American  territory, 
o  detnasid  proof  of  his  occupation,  his  porsuits, 
LOd  parposes,  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  information 
whmy  unsatisfactory,  to  proceed  to  search  his 
Iwelting,  to  ascertain  whether  he  concealed  stolen 
^DodS)  or  murderer8,~where  is  there  a  man  who 
vould  not  step  boldly  forth  to  punish  the  aggressioni 
!fay»  who  would  not  raise  his  voice  for  war  against 
hat  govemn^ent  whieh  would  thus  insult  and  in- 
ore  our  citizens')  And  yet  Etagland  does  all  this, 
umI  more,  towards  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  high 
ie«^  and  we  tamely  acquiesce  in  it  all.  Why 
ihoQld  we  be  less  jealous  of  the  rights  of  the  mar- 
ner  than  we  are  ot  those  of  the  landsman^  The 
toestion  of  the  right  of  search  is  an  abstruse  one- 
mi  little  thought  of,  and  less  studied,  by  our  people. 
$at  it  should  be  brought  to  the  refections  or  every 
mnd;  and,  when  this  is  done,  there  is  no  fear  as  to 
he  result.  We  are  a  great  agricuhural  people. 
'>tXT  agricolture  is  rendered  valuable  by  our  com- 
xkerce,  which  bears  onr  cotton,  wheat,  and  bread- 
toffii  to  ever^  civilized  nation.  Our  mannfkc- 
ares  are  beginning  to  compete  sncce^fully  with 
hose  of  the  British  nation,  in  many  countries, 

America  is  England's  hated  and  feared  rival: 
tsd  now,  to  sweep  our  commerce  from  the  seas. 
Old. monopolize  it  with  the  vessels  of  her  own  sub- 
eefs,  has  become  the  great  object  of  solicitnde  by 
^6  British  Crown.  Our  vessels,  wherever  found, 
ire  to  be  visited,  as  a  mauer  of  right.  If  the  Amer- 
can  is  not  voosi  obsequious  to  the  impudent  and  in- 
(Olent  demand  of  the  British  officer,  as  a  matter  of 
H^ht^  his  vessel  is  to  be  searched.  If  everything 
>n  board  does  not  suit  the  notions  o£  the  officer— 
ovho  enters  the  ship  with  a  determination  not  to  be 
»ailed~as  a  matter  of  right^  the  vessel  may  be 
seized,  carried  into  port,  and  tried  before  a  court, 
[all  as  a  matter  of  nghtS  and  the  American  ruined 
9f  the  burden  of  costs,  the  delays,  and  injuries  to 
us  business.  And  all  this  is  justified^  because 
Sngland  had  the  rifiU  to  visit  the  ship,  and  these 
vere  the  consequences  of  the  visit.  No,  sir :  place 
iflb  right  of  search  where  the  law  of  nations  has 
pUced  it;  that,  if  you  put  foot  on  an  American 
lack,  you  do  it  at  the  hazard  of  the  consequences: 
iBd,  if  we  permit  you  to  doit  with  impunity,  it  will 
^  a  matter  of  grcLce  from  us,  and  not  of  Agkt  on 
fbur  part.  Maintain  your  old  ground,  and  yon 
vill  preserve  and  protect  your  commerce^  but 
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yield  to  England  what  she  demands^  and  your  com- 
merce will  be  destroyed :  for  your  people  will  not 
engage  in  it,  when  almost  certain  ruin  awaits  their 
enterprise  and  industry.  Eventually,  we  shall 
have  to  choose  between  a  ruined  commerce  and  a 
war. 

A  different  view  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the 
character  and  effect  of  the  concession  made  to 
England  by  the  United  States,  by  the  President  of 
the  Uni<ed  States.  In  his  message  communicating 
the  treaty  to  the  Senate,  he  says  that,  by  its  stipula- 
tions, no  change,  has  been  made  in  the  law  oi  na- 
tions; but  that  each  nation  is  left  to  execute  its  own 
laws,  separately  aiid  independently  of  the  other. 
Conceding  the  construction  assumed,  we  find,  in 
the  reasons  assigned  for  this  new  arrangement,  as 
much  cause  for  national  dishonor  as  would  be  en- 
tailed by  the  surrender  believed,  in  fact,  to  have 
been  made.  The  President  says:  "The  treatv  obli- 
gations subsisting  between  the  two  countries  for 
the  suppression  oi  the  African  slave-trade,  and  the 
complaints  made  to  this  Government  within  the 
last  three  or  four  years — many  of  them  but  too 
well-founded— of  the  visitation,  seizure,  and  deten- 
tion of  American  vessels  on  that  coast  by  British 
cruisers,  could  not  but  form  a  delicate  and  highly 
important  part  of  the  negotiations  which  have  now 
been  held.  —"Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel 
by  an  armed  cruiser^is  always  a  delicate  proceed- 
ing, apt  to  touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as 
well  as  to  affect  the  interests  of  individuals.  It  nas 
been  thought,  therefore,  expedient — not  oply  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  removing  all  pretext,  on  the  part  of  others, 
for  violating  the  immunities  of  the  American  flag 
npon  the  seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  the 
law  of  nations— to  enter  into  the  articles  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate." 

Thus  it  seems  that  the  right  of  search,  as  prac-- 
tised  by  England  upon  our  vessels,  was  regarded  as 
of  sucn  great  importance,  as  to  constitute  a  mate- 
rial subject  of  negotiation.  It  was,  indeed,  a  cause 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  American  Qovern- 
ment,  and  had,  before  this  negotiation,  been  made 
a  subject  of  special  representation  to  the  British 
Government.  We  have  seen  how  it  was  received, 
and  what  special  pleading  resorted  to,  to  justify  it 
in  the  past,  and  to  affirm  and  sustain  its  repetition 
in  the  future.  And  now,  to  avoid  that  repetition, 
(which  no  denial  of  the  right,  on  our  part,  could 
check,)  our  Government  formally,  and  for  that  rea- 
son, accepts  the  terms  stipulated  m  the  treaty.  The 
"immunities  of  the  American  flag,  as  thev  exist 
and  are  defined  by  the  laws  of  nations,"  bemg  dis- 
regarded by  England,  we  are  compelled  "to  enter 
into  the  articles"  of  the  treaty,  to  secure  their  re- 
cognition in  the  future. 

Under  .such  circumstances  as  those  which  sur- 
rounded our  €k>vemmeot,  (the  full  extent  of  which 
was  known  to  us,)  in  what  manner  did  it  become  a 
nation^ealous  of  her  honor  and  self-respect,  to 
acti  When  we  recollect  that  the  treaty  oi  Ghent, 
under  which  our  obligations  arose,  had  been  in 
existence  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century — that 
England,  during  nearly  all  that. period,  had  never 
asserted  the  right  which  she  now  pretends  to— that 
no  such  stipulation  as  the  one  now  adopted  was 
ever  before  proposed  in  anv  treaty,  ano  that  no 
necessity  was  ever  presumed  before  to  exist  for  its 
adoption,— when  our  Government  had  been  in» 
suited  by  England's  past  conduct,  and  was  now 
menaced  by  her  present  attitude— there  was  no  other 
alternative  left  to  the  American  Government,  but 
an  unqualified  refusal  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  ne- 
gotiation as  to  the  right  of  search,  or  of  any  substitu- 
tion for  it.  There  was  but  one  course  which  our 
Government  could,  in  honor,  pursue,  and  that  was, 
to  say  to  England  that  the  right  of  visitation  and 
search  did  not  belong  to  her,  and  that  she  should  not 
exercise  it  over  our  vessels.  Instead  of  adopting 
this  course,  however,  terms  of  compromise  are 
adopted,  by  which  the  United  States  agree  to  main- 
Uiin  a  squadron  of  not  less  than  80  guns,  for  five 
years,  on  the  African  coast,  and  longer,  if  neither 
Government  oblect^  at  an  annual  cost  of  several 
hundred  thousand  oollars.  This  is  the  price  we 
pay*England  for  her  impudent  pretensions;  and  the 
tribute  we  render  her  for  suspending  for  the  time 
the  haughty  power  she  assumes,  to  reign  mis^ess 
of  the  seas.  This  is  what  onr  country  gains  in 
point  of  honor— our  vessels  acquire  a  greater  im- 
mcmity,  in  bein^  exempted  from  the  visitations, 
searches^  detentions,  and  insults  of  the  British 
cruisers,  during  that  time.  The  cotmtry  would 
rather  have  paid  millions  for  the  defence  of  its 


rights,  than  to  have  contributed  one  cent  to  bu^lts 
peace  from  Ensland.  And  ailer  the  period  stipu- 
lated, should  either  Government  recede  from  the 
further  continuance  of  this  tribute,  England  is  re- 
mitted iMick  to  her  original  assumption  of  riffht. 
strengthened  by  the  stipulations  of  this  treaty.  And 
whensoever  she  shall  think. fit,  her  arbitrary  Mntf 
will  be  emboldened  to  demand  iiew  terms,  and  to 
exact  more  rigorously  a  compliance  with  her 
haughty  requisitions.  The  postponement  of  the 
issue  promised  through  the  homage  of  this  tribute, 
is  but  weakening  an  established  and  indisputable 
right.  Now  is  the  time  to  settle  that  issue;  now  is 
the  hour  when  England  should  be  made  to  know 
that  the  rights  of  American  merchants  and  sea- 
men, on  the  high  seas,  should  be  respected  by  her. 
No  temporizing  policy  should  be  resorted  to^  for  a 
moment;  no  paltering  with  the  nation's  interests 
should  be  countenanced,  to  gain  a  temporary  ouiet. 
An  American  Congress  desires  to  speak  out  bold- 
ly and  decidedly  as  to  our  right^  to  renounce  this 
stipulation:  to  assume  the  grounds  always  before 
maintainea  by  natioilal  honor;  and  to  allow  no  in- 
terference fVom  England  or  elsewhere. 

If  it  were  respectful  to  ourselves  to  debate  the 
course  of  England,  aAer  the  termination  of  that 
period,  limiting  the  payment  of  our  tribute,  I  should 
say  that  there  was  no  guaranty,  after  all  the  money 
we  have  paid  her,  and  all  the  humility  we  had 
shown  to  herj  that  we  would  not  a^aih  have  causes 
of  complaint  "of  the  visitation,  seizure,  and  deteiw 
tion  of  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers.". 
There  is  no  assurance  that  we  should  not  be  com- 
pelled again  to  treat  with  her;  and  that,  too,  under 
circumstances  of  deeper  humiliation  than  those 
which  attended  the  late  treaty.  &ut  I  feel  no  dis- 
position to  entertain  any  such  proposition.  I  re- 
nounce now,  and  at  all  times,  the  terms  of  submission 
which  extort  the  trilnde  from  our  people;  and  per- 
emptorily refuse  the  execution  of  a  trea!ty  so  dis- 
creditable to  the  patriotism  and  the  honor  of  the 
country.  With  one  code  of  national  law,  under 
which  ^e  enforces  proiectum  to  her  own  citizens 
when  assailed— with  another,  by  which  she  extorte 
the  surrender  of  similar  rights  from  other  nations- 
through  her  diplomacy  in  both— she  has,  in  her  re- 
cent negotiations,  left  the  American  Qovemment 
the  mere  creature  of  subserviency  to  her  will. 

Conceding  to  the  Executive  the  truth  of  his  own 
conttruction  of  this  ill-starred  treaty,  that  its  stipu- 
lations were  dictated  for  the  purpose  of  "removii^ 
all  pretext"  on  the  part  of  England  for  violating 
the  immunities  of  tne  American  flag  upon  the 
seas" — yet  it  is  from  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  trtttt^ 
stipulation  to  purchase  our  exemption  from  viola- 
tions of  the  ''immunities  of  the  American  flag," 
and  that  we  have  to  bargain  for  the  reco^iUon  of 
our  rights,  established  by  the  laws  of  nations,  that 
renders  its  support  by  the  representatives  of  the- 
people  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  our  com- 
mon country.  Our  Government  was  under  no 
obligation  to  stipulate  witfi  any  power  on  earth, 
hovf  the  "immunities  of  our  flag,"  and  our  rights 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  should  be  preserved. 
We  were  bound  to  place  the  hopor  of  onr  natioii 
in  the  keeping  of  no  one.  If  the  American  people  n% 
unable  to  preserve  both,  let  them  by  treaty  relapee 
into  a  state  of  pupilage  to  England;  if  we  are  wtat* 
ing  in  gallantry  to  defend  our  flag,  let  it  be  deseont- 
ted  1^  the  forbearance  of  England;  if  we  are  want- 
ing in  honor  to  execute  our  treaties,  let  England 
coerce  their  execution,  by  the  multiplicalion  of 
pledges.  But,  if  the  American  people  entertain 
yet  any  self-respect,  let  them  scout  a  treaty  whieh 
makes  the  defence  of  the  one,  and  the  execution  of 
the  other,  a  matter  of  bargain  with  a  crowned  head 
of  Europe. 

Apart  from  the  surrender  of  the  great  principle 
involved,  by  an  appropriation  for  the  squadron  on 
the  African  coast,  js  the  extravagantly  large  and 
unnecessary  expenditure  which  must  be  nuide  to 
meet  that  provision  of  the  treaty.  For  all  commer- 
cial purposes,  it  is  utterly  useless  and  unavailing. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  made  to 
the  Senate  on  30(h  December,  1842,  there  will  be 
required  for  that  service  two  sloops  of  the  first 
class,  and  four  brigs  or  schooners— carrying.  In  all, 
84  guns.  The  cost  of  the  vessels  will  be  S494,d4S^ 
the  annual  expenses  of  every  kind  in  supporting 
the  squadron,  is  $3^1,182.  This  squadron  is  to  be 
mainuined  for  five  years,  and  as  much  longer  as 
desirable;  and  imtil,  on  our  part,  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  shall 
order  its  discontinuance.  The  annual  exnendi- 
I  tures  for  the  five  years  will  amount  to  |l,406,910i 
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vrhich,  added  to  the  oriffinal  cost  of  the  vessels, 
makes  an  expenditare  of  $1,830, 153.  From  the 
anhealthy  character  of  the  station,  and  the  ereat  ex- 
posure to  disease;  it  is  fair  to  presume  uat  one- 
eighth  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  mariues  on 
IxMrd  will,  either  in  person  or  their  families,  be 
made  pensioners  on  the  treasury  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  number  of  men  (mchtding  officersjrto 
be  employed  on  the  station  is  708.  The  commerce 
w  hich  this  disproportionabiy  large  squadron  is  de- 
signed to  protect,  is  insignificant  in  the  extreme. 
From  the  commercial  report  for  twelve  months 
ending  the  30th  September,  1841.  it  appears  that 
there  was  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  from  Af- 
rica, $406,955  of  merchandise;  during  the  same 
time,  the  total  amount  of  exports  to  that  country 
was  9636,768— making  a  commerce  of  S1,045,'72S. 
The  actual  cost  of  the  ships  exceeds  the  whole 
amount  of  the  importations;  and  the  annual  ex- 
pense exceeds  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  commerce. 
Bat  the  amount  of  commerce  stated  includes  the 
whole  of  all  Africa — that  on  the  Mediterranean 
(which  is  by  far  the  greatest  portion)  as  well  as 
that  on  the  eastern  coast;  and  it  is  doubted  whether 
that  which  it  is  designed  especially  to  protect  would 
amount  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount;  and 
whether  the  annual  expenses  of  the  squadron 
would  not  more  than  double  it  in  amounu  That 
portion  of  the  commerce  on  the  Mediterranean  is 
defended  by  a  squadron  now  there;  that  on  the 
eastern  coast,  by  the  Pacific  squadron. 

If  similar  protection  was  extended  to  our  commerce 
elsewhere— assnmingtbat  the  whole  amotmt  of  that 
of  Africa  comes  from  the  region  to  be  covered  by 
our  navy— the  annual  expenses  of  our  naval  esub- 
lishment  would  greatly  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Hitherto,  the  uovemment  has  not  found  it 
necessary  to  keep  upon  that  coast  more  than  one  or 
two  vessels  of  small  size.  England  has  of  late 
years  assumed  the  right  of  searching  all  that  were 
suspicious,  and  upon  no  occasion  has  an  American 
ship  been  round  engaged  in  the  piratical  slave-trade. 
Nor  does  any  information  Teach  us  that  any  good 
or  bad  cause  exists  to  create  the  belief  that  our 
citizens  are  preparing  to  engage  in  that  trade.  Why, 
then,  has  this  very  sudden  and  very  large  increase 
of  expense  been  added  to  our  national  expendi- 
tures! Is  it  to  furnish  a  fleet  to  aid  England  in  de- 
tecting the  villany  of  her  own  subjects,  and  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of 
her  treasury?  Or  has  she  haughtilv  menaced  us 
with  the  continued  practice  of  searching  our  ves- 
sels? and,  as  terms  of  compromise,  and  to  **buy  our 
peacej"  has  our  Qovemment  surrendered  the  right 
—to  be  cloaked,  however,  by  its  mutuality  on  her 
part,  and  as  a  ccmsideration  for  the  specious  cover- 
ing which  veils  it,  stipulated  for  an  annual  tribute, 
to  be  furnished  in  vessels  and  meni 

Vievrinp  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  article  in 
whatever  Tight  possible,  no  other  conviction  can  be 
arrived  at,  than  that  to  give  it  validity  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature  is  to  dishonor  the  Ameri- 
can name,  and  to  prostrate  the  interests  and  rights 
of  American  citizens. 

SPEECH  OF  MB.  GIDDINOS, 

OF  OHIO. 
H  Ike  Bouse  of  ReprewUaHvts^  JFYlnruary  13, 1843.— 
On  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  final  passage  of  the  ''bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  slaves  lost  from  on  board  the  Comet 
and  Encomium.'' 

The  SpSiKER  having  announced  the  question— 
.  Mr.  OIDDINQS  remarked  that  he  had  made 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken,  more 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
trjr  to  the  character  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, than  with  the  expectation  of  preventing  its 
passage. 

I  have  (said  he)  moved  the  reconsideration,  more 
for  the  purpose  of  absolving  myself  from  all  par- 
ticipation in  the  guilt  of  aiding  in  the  objects  con- 
templated by  its  framers,  than  with  the  hope  of 
fiaving  the  country,  hnd  this  Congress,  from  becom- 
ing participators  in  the  odium  justly  attached  to 
this  "execrable  commerce  in  human  beings."  I 
will  remark,  that  the  duty  which  now  devolves 
upon  me  has  required  from  the  action  of  other  gen- 
tlemen. I  hn  ve  not  sought  it,  but  it  has  been  forced 
upon  me.  I  call  the  House  and  .the  conntry  to  wit- 
ness, that  neither  now,  nor  on  any  former  occasion, 
have  I  unneces>arily  thrust  this  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  slave-trade,  upon  the  House.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  war  on  my  purt  has,  at  all  times,  been 


one  of  defence;  it  is  peculiarly  so  at  this  time. 
The  House  are  fully  aware  that  "a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  owners  of  slaves  on  board  the  Comet 
and  Encomium"  was  reported  at  an  early  period 
of  the  late  session.  It  directed  cettain  ofilcersof 
this  Gk)vemment  to  institute  an  inquiry,  and  to  as- 
certain who  were  the  owners  of  the  persons  on 
board  the  slave  ships  Comet  and  Encomium;  and 
having  determined  upon  the  title  by  which  certain 
persons  owned  certain  other  persons,  such  officer  was 
to  pay  over  the  sum  of  more  than  seyen  thousand 
dollars,  obtained  from  the  British  Government  by 
Martin  Van  Buren,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  John 
Forsyth,  paid  to  William  Selden,  Treasurer,  and  by 
him  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

Seeing  a  bill  reported  bj^  one  of  the  regular  com- 
mittees of  this  House,  which  thus  ptain^,  upon  its 
face,  sought  to  encourage  the  slave-trade,  I  exam- 
ined the  subject,  so  far  as  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  President,  and  our  min- 
ister ai  the  Court  of  St.  James,  had,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  their  termination,  been  a  most  pal- 
pable violation  of  our  Constitution,  and  ot  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  free  States,  as  well  as  a 
reproach  upon  our  national  character.  I  deter- 
mmed  to  oppose  its  passage  to  the  extent  of  my 
humble  ability.  It  came  up  on  se?eral  days  allot- 
ted to  such  private  bills  as  were  not  objected  to, 
and,  as  often  as  it  was  called,  I  objected  to  its  pass- 
age; and,  on  being  appealed  to  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means, 
who  reported  it,  I  a.ssured  him  that  my  objections 
were  substantial  and  sincere,  and  that  in  no  way 
could  I  consent  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  deal  in  human  flesh. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
'  ly]  came  to  my  seat,  and  requested  me  to  withdraw 
my  objections,  and  appeared  to  think  it  unkind  in 
me-krperstst  in  obstructing  its  passage.  Entertain- 
ing a  hi^h  opinion  of  his  liberality  and  courtesy,  I 
felt  anxious  to  satisfy  him  that  I  was  governed  by 
no  Irivolous  objection.  I  stated  to  him  that  the 
money  had  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  without  au- 
thority of  law,  and  could  be  safel]^  withdrawn  with- 
out any  action  of  Congress,  for  it  had  never  been 
the  money  of  the  nation;  it  was  received  without 
our  sanction^  and  the  sureties  of  the  Treasurer  were 
notholden  for  it;  and  that  we  had  no  legitimate* 
control  over  it.  JEIe  said  the  Treasurer  would  not 
take  it  from  the  treasury  without  a  law  for  that 
purpose.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  merely  objected  to 
staining  our  hands  in  the  guilt  of  that  transaction, 
and  that  no  one  desired  to  keep  the  money;  that, 
as  it  was  the  price  of  blood,  and  a  stain  upon  our 
national  character,  I  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it; 
and  sunested  that  the  bill  might  be  so  amended  as 
to  avoid  any  objections  on  my  part.  He  asked  me 
to  draw  such  an  amendment,  and  I  did  so  at  my 
seat.  The  amendment  simply  authorized  the 
Treasurer  to  withdraw  the  money  from  the  treasury, 
without  •comnaitting  ourselves  or  the  nation  in  any 
manner  to  its  further  disposition.  I  thought  this 
would  save  Congress  and  the  people  from  partici- 
pating in  the  guilt  and  disgrace  of  tnis  slave-trading 
transaction,  and  would  save  the  discussion  into 
which  I  am  now  most  unexpectedly  forced,  with- 
out preparation,  and  under  circumstances  which 
render  myefl!brts  hopeless.  The  gentleman  con- 
sfllted  with  his  colleagues,  and  agreed  lo  the 
amendment,  which  he  subsequently  ofl!ered,  and 
which  was  adopted  on  his  motion;  and  without 
further  objection  the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  form  of  the  bill,  as  it 
then  passed  the  House,  was  such  as  met  the  views 
of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  of 
myself.  I  supposed  him  to  act  in  good  faith,  and 
had  not  the  least  suspicion  that  he  would  have  act- 
ed with  less  liberality  and  candor  toward  mc,  than 
I  had  manifested  toward  him.  But  for  his  appa- 
rent satisfaction  with  the  amendment,  I  should  have 
persisted  in  my  objections;  and  should  have  krpt 
the  bill  in  committee,  where  it  would  have  been 
fully  discus^^ed,  and  its  merits  understood.  I  did 
not  then  expect  the  bill  to  come  here  in  its  present 
form;  but  had  I  known  thai  it  would  have  returned 
in  its  present  shape,  I  could  not  have  believed  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would  have 
attempted  to  prevent  the  expression  of  my  views  by 
springing  the  previous  question.  This  manage- 
ment has  created  in  me  some  unpleasant  emotions, 
for  it  comes  from  a  source  from  which  I  had  not 
expected  it.  However,  the  bill  was  sent  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  was  amended,  by  striking  oatthe  J| 


whole  of  it,  and  restoring  the  original  as  it  wu 
reported  to  this  House.  This  amendment  of  tbe 
Senate  came  up  this  morning  for  concurrence,  and 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  obtained  the 
floor,  and,  after  briefly  stating  that  the  money  v« 
in  the  treasury,  and  that,  from  niy  pecnliar  views, 
I  was  opposed  to  its  passage,  but  that  no  other  mem- 
ber had  objections  to  the  bill,  be  called  for  the 
previous  question.  I  appealed  to  him  to  withdrew 
nis  call,  to  enable  me  to  state  my  objections.  This 
he  refused;  and,  in  so  doing,  has  forfeited  that 
claim  to  courtesy  which  I  supposed  him  to  possess. 
I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  that  ^entlenua 
when  I  say  that  I  had  not  authorized  him  to  state 
to  the  House  that  I  was  of^posed  to  this  bill.  1  had 
never  constitnted  him  the  exponent  of  my  views. 

Again,  sin  If  that  gentleman  intended  tosa; 
that  I  was  the  only  member  who  entertained  ob)e^ 
tions  to  this  bill,  he  has  stated  that  which  he  was  net 
authorized  to  say.    Such  is  not  the  fact    Other 

fentlemen  were  anxious  to  state  their  objections;  bat 
is  adruimess  in  calling  the  previous  question  1^ 
denied  them  the  privilege,  which  I  have  saved  to 
mjTself  by  a  sort  of  legislative  stratagem,*  wfaick, 
under  almost  any  other  circumstances^  I  woold  oa 
practise.  Having  done  this,  and  now  being  in  the 
legitimate  possession  of  the  floor^  I  beg  leave  to  sij 
to  the  House  that  it  is  no  part  of  mj  purpose  nnoe- 
cessarily  to  call  up  unpleasant  feelings  in  the  auad 
of  any  mem  ben  yet  I  intend  to  speak  with  perfect 
fipankness,  and  I  intend  calling  things  by  their  ri^kt 
names,  without  circumlocution,  or  particular  dclh 
cacy,  in  regard  to  this  slave-trade. 

We  are  called  on  to  interpose  the  sapremepuw- 
er  of  the  nation  to  aid  the  pecuniary  views  or  cer- 
tain individuals  resident  in  this  District  and  vicii- 
ity,  who,  in  1831,  entered  into  a  commercial  sprco- 
lation  for  the  purchase,  exportation,  and  sale  of  a 
certain  other  portion  of  the  population  resident  heie 
and  in  the  surrounding  country.  For  this  porpoR 
thev  chartered  the  ship  "Comet,''  to  sail  fromAki- 
anuria  to  NewOrleaiil^  they  then  made  their  par- 
chases  of  men,  women,  and  children.  Here,  sir, 
insight  ofthe  hidlin  which  we  are  now  sittiif. 
and  in  full  view  of  the  "star-spangled  banner" 
wl^ich  floats  over  this  edifice,  consecrated  to  the 
maintenance  of  otu  national  honor  and  hnman 
freedom,  they  examined  the  bodies,  viewed  thepn^ 
portions,  determined  upon  the  age,  and  fixed  the 
value  of  fathers,  mothers,  sisters,  brotheis,  aad 
children.  Then  came  the  separation.  All  the  ties 
of  domestic  life  were  severed;  the  child  torn  firca 
its  parents;  brothers  were  taken,  while  parents  aid 
sisters  were  left;  the  fond  mother  chained  to  the 
cofle.  and  forced  from  her  home  and  heartli  amid 
the  neart-rending  cries  of  her  child;  while  deep 
agony  and  unutterable  anguish  sat  upon  every 
countenance,  except  those  of  the  slave-dealc|rB,  who, 
without  a  pulsation  of  human  svmpalhy,wiih  whip 
in  hand,  forced  their  drove  of  "human  chatteb^'oa 
board  the  slave  ship  lying  at  yonder  wharl^  in  plaii 
view  of  the  windows  m  mmt  of  our  hall.  I  cannot 
say  what  was  going  on  here  when  these  unforra- 
nate  members  oif  our  common  family  were  thrust 
on  board  that  ship,  and  each  took  nis  last,  loa|, 
lingering  look  at  the  towering  dome  ci  this  Cam- 
tol — the  pride  and  ornament  of  oar  nation.  Prob- 
ably some  Democrat  was  at  that  moment  expaiii- 
ting  upon  the  "inalienable  rights  of  man"— upoa 
that  "largest  liberty,"  so  constantly  the  theme  of 
their  partjr:  or,  penid venture,  the  gentleaaan  fttn 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  demonstrating  to  this 
House  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  rtgk 
to  interfere  with  this  slave-trade,  upheld  by,  and 
carried  on  under,  an  act  of  Congre^  and  which 
we  are  called  on  to-day  to  enconra^  and  snstaia, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  us,  in  this  District. 
Whatever  was  the  business  here,  the  slaves  wrre 
driven  on  board;  the  sails  were  nnfarled;  and  this 
ship,  crowded  with  "weeping  humanity,"  ander  the 
guidance  of  her  piratical  master  and  those  speca- 
lators,  was  wafted  down  the  Potomaii  on  her  voy- 
age to  New  Orleans. 

But,  sir,  these  "women  buyers"  failed  to  accen- 
plish  their  mercenary  purposes;  and  we  are  now 
sitting  here,  gravely  legislating  to  enable  them  id 
carry  out  the  objects  of  their  undertaking.  Yes,  sin  « 
place  this  subject  in  whatever  attitude  yoa  please^ 
throw  around  it  whatever  sophistry  yon  can— the 
truth  will  be  developed  to  the  world,  that,  ia  the 
year  1843,  an  American  Congress  sat  gravely  le- 
gislating for  the  benefit  of  "  slave-breeders"  sad 
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"slave-dealers."    Sir,  let  it  go  upon  record.    Let 
the  archives  of  the  nation  bear   witness,  in    all 
coming  time,  that   two  hundred    and   forty-two 
American  statesmen  sat  in  this  hall,  deliberating 
upon  granting  pecuniary  relief  to  persons  engaged 
in  thai  traffic,  which  Jefferson  said  had  "rendered 
us  (he  scoff  of  infidel  nations."    Bat,  sir,  let  not 
my  nAme  be  /oand  among  the  n amber  of  its  ad- 
vocates; let  not  my  descendants  in  fature  3^ears  be 
called  to  blosh  on  reading  the  i^ecord  of  this  day's 
proceedings.    Sooner,  far  sooner,  would  I  have  it 
stricken  from  the  records  of  this  House.     Yea, 
sooner  wonld  I  have  it  blotted  from  existence,  than 
see  It  placed  on  record  in  favor  of  the  bill  before 
tts.    Vet,  sir,  the  bill  will  pass,  and  become  a  law. 
My  personal  and  my  political  friends  will  vote  for 
it;  not  that  they  would  knowingly  and  considerate- 
ly aid  and  abet  those  who  live  and  become  rich 
upon  the  angaish  and  sufferings  of  mankind ;  but 
becaose  they  have  not  examined  this  subject,  and 
have  not  looked  into  the  effects  and  weighed  the 
ccnaseouenced  resulting  from  the  passage  of  this 
bill.    The  House  is  alreadjr  committed,  and  are 
impatient  at  the  delay  occasioned  by  my  remarks. 
When  I  shall  close,  the  previous  question,  or  a 
call  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table, 
will  be  made;  and  we  shall  be  driven  on  to  the  con- 
summation of  a  deed,  in  contemplation  of  which 
my  soul  shrinks  back  with  horror.    But  I  proceed 
with  the  sifttement  of  facts. 

These  hucksters  in   human  flesh  voluntarily 
carried  their  caigo  beyond  the  line  of  this  District, 
and  beyond  Ihe  jurisdiction  of  any  slave  Stale. 
The  ^aves    thereby  became  free,  m  law.     The 
moment  they  crossed  the  line  of  the  slave  States, 
and  entered  upon  the  high  seas,  that  moment  they 
were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  freemen.    That 
moment,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  their  shackles  fell, 
and  they  stood  upon  the  deck  of  that  ship  clothed 
with  all  the  attributes  of  Americans  and  of  free- 
men.   I  state  this  as  a  legal  principle.    It  has  been 
substantially  so  decided  in  the  slave  States,  and  in 
the  free  States,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  is  no  longer  to  be  denied  or  donbted. 
After  these  people  had  thus  become  free  bv  the  vol- 
untary action  of  ineir  owners,  and  when  they  were 
ppssessed  of  the  same  legal  and  moral  right  to  take 
their  former  owners  to  Africa,  and  sell  them  there 
as  slaves,  as  their  owners  had  to  carry  them  to 
New  Orleans  for  that  purpose,  they  were  suddenly 
shipwrecked  near  the  island  of  New  Providence. 
The  wreckers  carried  them  and  their  former  mas- 
ters to  Nassau,  where  they  all  landed,  and  each, 
as  he  had  a  legal  and  moral  right  to  do,  sought 
his  own  happiness:     Here,  sir,  was  the  misfor- 
tune from  which  we  are  called  on  to-day  to  relieve 
these  speculators — these  outlaws  from  human  sym- 
pathy.   They  saw  their  fellow- men  escape  from 
their  grasp;  the  slaves  suddenly  became  transform- 
ed into  freemen.    The  owners  had  not  the  physical 
power  to  hold  them  in  subjection,  and  the  omcers 
of  the  British  Qovernment  would  neither  furnish 
bloodhoonds  nor  slave-catchers  to  aid  them.  There 
they  stood    in  mute  astonishment,  contemplating 
the  immense  loss  they  had  sustained  in  this  loco- 
motive property — like  Milton's  devil  looking  into 
Paradise,   from  which  he  had  been  thrust.    The 
slaves  heeded  not  their  grief  or  entreaties,  but  went 
their  way  "rejoicing  at  being  for  once  on  free  soil. 
Thus  closed  the  voyage,  and  these  dealers  in  the 
bones  and  sinews  of  their  fellow-men  made  their 
way  back  to  this  city,  and  applied  to  the  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  (Andrew  Jackson)  for 
the  influence  and  efforts  of  the  nation  to  help  them 
out  in  their  contemplated  speculation  in  the  bodies 
of  men,   women,  and  children.    GteneralJaclrson 
meekly  consented  to  become  the   agent  of  these 
slave-dealers,  and  to  act  the  part  of  an  agent  to 
transact  the  business  between   these  traffickers  in 
children  and  the  British  Government.    Unmind- 
ful of  his  high  station,  and  ofthe  honor  of  our  nation, 
he  condescended  to  become  the  solicitor  of  these 
Virginia  pirates,  to  urge  upon  Great  Britain  the 
payment  in  dollars  and  c«nts  for  American  free- 
men who   had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  is- 
land of  New  Providence.  Sir,  Great  Britain  might, 
with  the  sam^  propriety,  demand  of  this  nation  a 
compensation  for  the  thousands  of  freemen  who 
bave  come  from  that  island  and  taken  up  their  res- 
idence among  us.    The  claim,  therefore,  was  with- 
out foandation;  and  the  assertion  of  it  was  fraudu- 
lent, from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  ihe  transac- 
ion.     Sir,  from  the  purchase  of  the  first  man  of 
hat  cargo  in  this  city,  up  to  the  presentation  ofthe 
;lauDs  to  this  Qotisej  the  proceeding  httre  been  no  , 
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less  than  a  series  of  violations  of  truth,  of  moral- 
ity, of  honor,  and  ofthe  Constitution.  Corruption 
has  marked  every  stage  of  its  progress,  and  base- 
ness has  characterized  those  who  have  aided  in 
carrying  it  forward.  The  whole  was  manased  by 
slave-breeders  and  slave-traders,  aided  by  "North- 
ern men  with  Southern  principles." 

The  executive  chair  was  then  filled  by  a  slave- 
holding  President.  He  sympathized  deeply«with 
those  dealers  in  mankind,  having  in  early  life  fol- 
lowed that  employment.  He  at  once  entered  into 
their  views,  and  espoused  their  cause.  The  claims 
of  humani^,  the  rights  ofthe  free  States,  and  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  presented  but  slight  obstacles  to 
his  mind,  when  the  protection  of  slavery  was  con 
cerned.  Here,  sir,  is  the  point  at  which  the  obli- 
gations of  our  federal  compact  were  departed  from. 
The  President  had  no  constitutional  power  to  pros- 
titute our  national  influence  to  the  support  or  this 
slave-trade  on  the  high  seas.  That  power  was  never 
delegated  to  him  nor  to  us.  I  deny  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  President  or  of  Congress  to  in- 
volve myconstituenta,  or  the  people  of  my  State,  in 
the  disgrace  of  this  slave-trade.  I  have,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  expressed  mv  own  views  on  this 
point;  but  I  insist  that  it  is  time  for  Representatives 
on  this  floor  to  speak  out,  and  to  let  the  country 
understand  what  they  think  concerning  this  power 
exercised  by  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
I  desire  to  hear  from  gentlemen  of  the  North,  of 
both  parties.  What  say  youl  Has  the  Federal 
Government  the  constitutional  right  to  involve 
the  nation  in  a  war  lo  support  tnis  slave-tradel 
Have  you  the  just  right  and  constitutional  power  to 
compel  your  constituents,  the  independent  electors 
of  our  free  States,  to  go  into  battle,  to  shed  their 
blood,  and  sacrifice  their  lives,  in  order  to  protect 
these  dealers  in  human  flesh,  while  they  pursue 
their  accursed  vocation^  Was  such  the  design  of 
those  framers  ofthe  Constitution  who  spoke  of  this 
traffic  with  horror  and  execration?  Is  there  a  mem- 
ber on  this  floor,  eft  a  man  in  this  nation,  who 
would  cast  such  an  imputation  ujponPranklin,  or 
Madison,  or  King,  or  Wilson,  6t  Ellsworthi 

Yet  all  will  agree  that  if  General  Jackson  had 
the  constitmionarright  to  exert  the  influence  of  this 
nation  to  support  the  slave-trade,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Goremment  to  enforce  the  demands  of  the 
slave-dealers  on  board  the  Enterprise,  the  Hermosa, 
and  the  Creole,  even  at  the  expense  of  our  blood 
and  treasure.  No  schoolboy  would  admit  that  our 
duty  wonld  be  limited  to  a  mere  demand  for  repar- 
ation; that  when  a  demand  is  made,  our  duty  to  the 
slave-dealers  ceases,  and  the  Government  is  lo  be 
absolved  from  all  further  notice  of  their  interests. 
No,  sir,  such  docrine  would  be  too  absurd  to  merit 
refutation  by  argument.  If  we  assume  the  right 
and  the  power  to  maintain  this  traffic  to  any  ex- 
tent, it  follows  irresistibly  that  we  should  do  so  to 
all  extent.  If  we  have  the  right  to  involve  the  na- 
tion in  the  disgrace  of  this  traffic,  we  have  the  same 
right  to  involve  them  in  the  expense  of  a  war  to 
maintain  it.  If  it  be  our  duty  to  disgrace  ourselves 
antl  the  nation  by  passing  this  bill,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  slave-breeders  and  slave  dealers,  it  is 
equally  our  duty  to  demand  reparation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  the  fifteen  thousand  fugitive 
slaves  now  in  the  Canadian  provinces,  and  Xo  en- 
force that  demand  at  the  point  ofthe  bayonet.  If 
those  slave-breeders  and  slave-dealers  may  demand 
the  sacrifice  of  Northern  honor  and  Northern  prin- 
ciples to  aid  them  in  this  speculation,  they  may, 
with  equal  propriety,  demand  the  sacrifice  of  North- 
ern .lives  for  the  same  purpose.  And  I  would  as 
soon  see  my*constituenis  pierced  by  British  bayon- 
ets, as  to  see  them  despoiled  of  their  honor,  by  a  ser- 
vile submission  lo  tnis'  slave-breeding  influence, 
and  made  the  supporters  of  this  disgraceful  slave- 
trade. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  President,  in  his  official 
character,  entered  upon  his  new  duties  as  agent  for 
these  slave-dealers.  He  was  under  the  necessity  of 
employing  an  assistant  to  carry  on  the  negotiation 
which  he  was  about  to  open  with  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  in  ordfer  "to  catch  the  negroes," 
or  obtain  pay  for  them.  He  appointed  as  an  assist- 
ant, resident  in  this  city,  Martin  Van  Burep,  who 
had  honorably  defended  the  rights  of  mankind  in 
the  countils  of  his  own  State,  but  who  now  conde- 
scended to  become  an  assistant  broker  in  this  slave- 
dealing  concern.  Although  a  Northern  man,  it 
became  the  boast  of  his  friends  that  he  possessed 
"Southern  principles;**  and  he  soon  |jave  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  of  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his 
employers*    Indeedj  had  he  been  bred  up  in  the  ]| 


^U'  iness,  he  would  scarcely  have  discovered  more 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  slave-growers  and 
slave  traders  than  he  manifested  on  that  occasion. 
Anxiety  for  the  success  of  that  "execrable  com- 
merce appears  to  have  been  uppermost  in  his 
mind,  and  to  have  superseded  all  other  matters  o£ 
mere  State  policy.  The  overshadowing  importance 
t(f  which  he  considered  this  matter  entitled,  was 
well  expressed  in  his  official  communication  to  our 
minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  dated  in  1836, 
in  which  he  says:  "In  the  present  state  of  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  Government  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  the  most  immediately  pressing  of  the 
matters  with  which  the  United  States  legation  at 
London  is  now  charged,  is  the  claim  of  certain  citi- 
zens against  Great  Britain  for  a  number  of  slaves, 
the  cargoes  ofthe  three  vessels  wrecked  in  the  Brit- 
ish islands  in  the  Atlantic." 

We  then  had  a  controversy  with  Great  Britain 
in  regard  to  our  Northeastern  boundary.  In  order  ^ 
to  protect  our  interests  there,  soon  after  the  date  of 
this  letter  Congress  provided!,  and  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  President,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
gave  him  power  to  raise  fifty  thousand  troops.  -Yet 
ine  vast  interests  at  stake  in  that  quarter  and  in  the 
Northwest—for  the  maintenance  of  which  attempts 
are  now  making  to  expend  millions  of  money — 
were  all  matters  of  minor  consideration,  when  com- 
pared with  these  "cargoes."  Mark  the  language  of 
a  Northern  Democrat:  "Cargoes"  of  women,  "car- 
goes'' of  men,  and  "mixed  cargoes"  of  humanity. 
This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  him  who  is  considered 
the  very  paragon  ot  Northern  Democracy;  of  him 
who  is  now  regarded  by  one  of  our  great  political 
parties  as  the  very  embodiment  of  orthodox  l>emoc- 
racy;  and  who  is  destined,  by  the  magic  of  his  influ- 
ence, to  prostrate  the  political  aspirations  of  fhe  tal- 
ented favorite  ofthe  slave  Democrats  of  the  South. 
Sir,  will  our  Democratic  friends  at  the  North— thoG» 
who,  with  the  patriots  of  ^76,  hold  that  "men  are 
created  equal"— consider  this  language,  this  servile 
truckling  to  the  slave-breeding  interests,  as  a  suffi- 
cient passport  to  the  favor  of  this  nation?  Sir,  I 
wish  I  could  ring  the  question  in  the  ears  of  every 
member  of  that  party  north  of  Mason  and  Dizon^ 
line.  I  wonld  point  to  this  language,  and  repeat 
the  interrogatory.  Sir,  I  may  be  led  to  confide  in 
the  honor  of  a  slave-holder;  but  a  "servile  dotigh- 
face"  is  too  destitute  of  that  article  to  obtain  crMit 
with  me.  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  placed  the  evidence 
of  his  servility  conspicuously  upon  the  records  of 
our  country.  There  it  will  remain,  and  will  be  re- 
garded as  an  enduring  memento  of  the  degeneracy 
ofthe  age,  and  ofthe  men  who  then  filled  our  pub- 
lic stations. 

With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will  now 
call  their  attention  to  another  gentleman  who  fig- 
ured somewhat  conspicuously  in  carrying  on  this 
negotiation.  He,  sir,  was  bred  in  the  "Old  Do- 
minion"—where  f  to  use  the  words  of  one  of  her 
most  talented  sons^  "men  are  reared  for  the  mar- 
ket, like  oxen  for  tne  shambles."  It  was,  therefore, 
expected  that  he  would  bring  to  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  assistant  agent,  resident  in  London,  all 
the  zeal  and  devotion  which  subse(|uently  charac- 
terized his  efforts  to  subserve  the  interests  of  his 
employers.  I  refer  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  our  late 
minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James.  But,  sir,  I 
speak  of  him,  and  the  others,  as  agents  for  these 
slave  merchants,  for  the  reason  that  they  acted  as 
such.  When  thus  acting  without  any  constitution- 
al authority,  they  were  to  be  regarded  in  their  indi- 
vidual characters,  and  not  as  public  officers.  Had 
they,  or  either  of  them,  undertaken  to  act  as  the 
commission  agent  or  broker  for  a  band  of  pirates, 
we  should  not  nave  considered  them  entitled  to  re« 
spcct.  Yet  they  possessed  the  same  constitutional 
authority  to  do  one,  as  they  had  to  perform  the 
other.  They  possessed  as  much  constitutional  right 
to  involve  tne  people  ofthe  free  States  in  any  other 
piratical  transaction,  as  they  had  to  involve  us  in  a 
slave-  trading  negot  iation. 

.  But,  sir,  I  have  not  time  to  go  into  detail,  lest 
that  hour  rule-> which  I  regard  as  the  most  salntary 
rule  ever  adopted  by  this  House— should  cut  me  off 
before  I  shall  have  fairly  entered  upon  the  subject 
before  me.  I  crave  the  attention  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  (if  he  has  any  upon  this  floor,)  and 
hope  they  will  defend  his  reputation,  so  far  as  truth 
and  justice  will  permit.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  following  extract  of  an  official  letter 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  addressed  to  Ltird  Palmerston, 
dated  in  December,  1636,  and  to  be  found  in  Sen- 
ate documents  of  1837-'0|  in  which  that  genUemtii 
says; 
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, "  Tb^  undei:sigDed  feeL5  assared  that  it  will  only 
bei  i^cessary  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  pr(>- 
yi^ions  of  the  Constiiation  of  the  XJoited  States, 
nxkd  the  laws  of  mabv  of  the  States,  to  satisfy  him 
qf  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  that  slaves  are  re- 
garded and  protected  as  property;  that,  by  these 
lavs,  there  is,,  in  fact,  no  disimction  in  ptinciple 
between  property  in  persons  and  property  in  thin^; 
and  that  the  Government  have,  more  than  once,  in 
tbe  most  solemn  manner,  determined  that  slaves 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  even  in 
a  state  of  war,  were  to  be  regarded  as  property, 
and  not  as  persons,  and  the  Government  held  re- 
sponsible for  their  valuew" 

It  is  to  the  last  clause  of  this  extract  that  I  more 
particularly  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country.  In  that  claase,  Mr. 
Stevenson  asserts  that  "the  Government  have  more 
than  once,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  determined 
that  slaves  killeil  in  the  service  of.  the  United 
States,  even  in  a  state  of  war,  were  to  be  regarded 
as  property,  and  not  as  persons,  and  the  Giovern- 
n^nt  neld  responsible  for  their  value.*'    Now,  sir, 

1  have  bestowed  examination  and  thought  upon 
thi^  subject,  and  know  well  what  I  am  about  to 
say.  Aiid,  sir,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  me,  I  say  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country,  and  to  the  British  ministry, 
(should  mv.  remarks  ever  meet  their  eyes,)  that 
this  official  declaration  of  Mr.  Stevenson  is  untrue 
and  unfounded.  It  was,  and  still  is.  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  character  of  this  Government — 
unjust  and  offensive  to  the  people  of  the  free  States. 
That,  so  far  from  being  correct,  its  reverse  is  lit- 
e,^ly  true.  This  Government,  so  far  from  being 
hild  responsible  for  the  value  of  slaves  killed  in 
(he  public  service,  in  time  of  war,  have,  from  its 
formation  to  this  aay,  distinctly  and  uniformly  re- 

,  fused  such  payment.  And  I  say  to  the  gentleman 
who  made  this  assertion,  and  to  his  friends  on  this 
floor,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  sup^sed  that  he  was 
ignorant  that  the  ^rontrary  principle  is  fully  sanc- 
tioned and  sustained  by  documentary  evidence, as 

2  nroved  to  this  House  a  few  days  since.  I  then 
cfuled  the  attention  of  the  Ebose  to  a  report  drawn 
up  by  my  respected  predecessor,  (the  Hon.  Elisha 
Whittlesey,)  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
mAde  to  this  House  in  1831.  The  report  was  made 
upoil  Kbe  memorial  of  Francis  Sarche,  who  owned 
a  slave,  a  horse,  and  cart,  all  which  were  pressed 
into  the  public  service  at  New  Orleans  on  the  day 
oiC  the  great  battle  near  that  city.  The  horse  and 
sl&yc  were  killed,  and  the  cart  was  destroyed  by 
cannon  shot,  and  Sarche  applied  to  Congress  for 

.  coipapensation.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  com- 
posed of  both  Soijthern  and  Northern  members, 

'  r^rted  unanimously  against  paying  for  the  slave, 
ai\din  favor  of  paying  for  the  horse  and  cart.  The 
committee,  in  their  report,  say  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  records  of  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  found  that  slaves  had  never  been  paid  for 
by  this  Government,  either  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  or  since  that  period.  The  report  also  refers 
to  several  instances  in  which  attempts  had  been 
made  to  pass  a  law  allowing  indemnity  for  slaves 
killed  in  the  public  service;  all  which  had  failed. 
I  then  stated  that  the  records  of  the  Comnlittee  of 
Claims  showed  distinctly,  that,  since  the  year  1794, 
(the  date  of  their  earliest  record,)  all  such  appli- 
cations, referred  to  that  committee,  had  been  re- 
jected without  exception.  It  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able, that  Mt.  SievensQD,  as  I  understand,  filled  the 
office  of  Speaker  at  the  time  when  this  report  of 
Mr.  WhiiUesey  was  made.  I  am  not  informed  of 
the  time  he  served  in  this  hall,  but  it  was  many 

'  feirrx  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  it  is  a  most  ex- 
traordinary fact,  that  the  report  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  this  practice  of  Gbvemment,  should 
have  escaped  his  notice;  but  it  is  still  more  wonder- 
ful that  he  should  have  asserted  the  existence  of  a 
practice  diametrically  opposed  to  the  uniform  ac- 
tion of  this  body  at  the  very  time  when  he  offi- 
ciated as  its  presiding  officer. 

I  return  to  the  prosecution  of  this  negotiation. 
These  misrepresentations  were  pressed  upon  the 
oonsideration  of  the  British  ministry,  They  were 
not  familiar  with  the  distinctions  between  our  na- 
tiqtial  and  State  Governments,  as  was  well  re- 
rparked  the  other  day  by  the  Venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  AdamsJ  Mr.  Steven- 
son was  ihe  representative  of  this  Gtovemment,  and 
Lord  PaJmerston  had  a  right  to  expect  all  matters 
of  fart  to  be  truly  stated — particularly  so  far  as  the 
T^gufattions  and  the  action  of  our^  Gk)Vernment  „ 
were  concerned.    Relying  upon  theM  repretenta-  f 


tions:  and  believing  this  to  be  a  Gk)vemment  dedi- 
cated to  the  support  of  slavery  instead  of  liberty; 
and  impressed  with  the  full  conviction  that,  by  the 
laws  of  Congress,  slavery  upon  the  high  seas,  on 
board  of  American  vessels,  was  allowed  and  pro- 
tected, and  that  these  persons  were  in  Iruth  slaves, 
instead  of  freemen,  when  they  entered  the  port  of 
Na.ssau,^the  British  ministry  agreed  to  deal  with 
us  as  they  do  with  semi-barbarous  nations,  and  to 
pay  for  these  people  a  ransom  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling.  Before  the  money  was  ob- 
tained, Mr.  Van  Buren  was  installed  President  of 
the  United  States;  yet  he  continued  to  act  as  the 
agent  of  these  slave-dealers — for  such  he  evidently 
considered  himself.  The  money  was  not  paid 
into  the  treasury,  nor  was  Congress  consultedkis  to 
the  disposition  of  the  funds:  it  was  kept  in  the 
custody  of  the  Executive,  who  paid  it  out  as  his 
indgment  dictated.  But  to  whom  it  was  paid,  or 
now  much  was  paid  to  each  individual,  I  believe 
we  have  not  the  means  of  determining — ^no  report 
having  been  made  to  either  branch  of  Congress, 
except  a  repon  of  the  amount  of  moneys  paid 
from  the  treasury  as  expenses  incurred  in 
transacting  the  business  for  these  slave-dealers. 
This  amocmt  was  charged  to.  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  State  Department,  ^nd,  in  that 
shape,  came  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. This  money  came  from  the  pockets  of 
our  constituents,  and  was  paid  directly  for  the 
benefit  of  these  wholesale  and  retail  venders  of 
humanity.  I  attempted  to  make  some  remarks 
on  that  subject;  but,  as  it  was  then  held  to  be  a  sub- 
ject on  which  Congress  had  no  power  to  act,  I 
was  cut  short  in  the  expression  of  my  views,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  approved  practice  under  our 
congressfonal  gag- rules. 

But  to.  proceed  with  the  facts;  When  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  cabinet  were  about  to  retire  from  of- 
fice, the  Secretary  of  State  (lurt  of  the  Treasury)  had 
in  his  possession  some  seven  thousand  dollars  of  the 
money  thus  extorted  bv  fraud  and  misrepresenta- 
tion from  the  British  Government  Mr.  van  Bu- 
ren, not  having  fully  completed  the  business  in 
which  he  had  been  so  long  engaged  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  slave  merchants,  b^ueathrd  to  Wil- 
liam Selden,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the 
trust  of  closing  the  transaction.  The  money  was 
paid  to  him,  and  a  receipt  taken.  This  was  done 
without  any  authority  of  law  whatever,  and  the 
Treasurer  might  return  it  to  the  slave-owners  by  vir- 
tue of  the  same  authority  as  that  by  which  he^had 
received  it.  The  veriest  tyro  in  law  will  at  once 
see  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  who 
pleases  to  charge  theGrovemment  with  moneys,  by 
making  a  deposite  with  Che  Treasurer,  unless  it  be 
authonzed  by  law;  no  such  law  existed  in  this 
case,  and  the  only  le^fal  <fi*ect  was  to  make  the 
Treasurer  liable,  in  his  individual  capacity,  as  triu- 
tee  of  the  persons  who  possess  the  real  interest  in 
the  money.  Now,  I  think  it  perfectly  clear,  that  no 
action  whatever  of  Congress  was  necessary  to  au- 
thorize the  withdrawal  of  this  money  from  the  tieas- 
ury.  In  contemplation  of  law,  it  had  never  been 
there;  but  was  in  the  private  custody  of  Mr.  Sel- 
den. Yet  we  are  called  on  now  to  close  up  this 
slave-dealing  agency  by  a  solemii  act  of  Congress: 
thereby  making  ourselves  and  constituents  partici- 
pants in  the  fraud,  the  moral  turpitude,  and  the 
crime  that  have  characterized  this  transaction,  from 
the  purchase  of  these  cargoes  up  to  the  time  of  pay- 
ing the  money  to  Mr.  Selden.  They  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  money,  but  insist  that  we  shall 
share  in  the  disgrace  with  them.  They  remind  me 
of  a  drunkard  who  lay  wallowing  in  tne  mud  and 
filth  of  a  entter,  when  a  friend,  who  was  passing 
by,  offered  to  pull  him  out;  he  rejected  this  offer, 
but  insisted  that  his  friend  should  come  and  lie 
down  with  him.  If  my  friends  .show  themselves 
willing  to  go  and  lie  down  with  these  slave  breed- 
ers, and  share  in  the  moral  filth  and  corruption  of 
this  slave-trade,  I  may  admire  their  kindness,  but  I 
cannot  approve  their  taste. 

I  had  liKe  to  have  omitted  all  notice  of  the  loss  of 
slaves  on  board  the  Encomium.  That,  too,  was  a 
slave  ship,  regularly  fitted  out  from  the  city  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina-^a  city  which,  at  this 
time,  is  enjoying  as  profitable  a  commerce  in  man- 
kind as  any  other  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Indeed, 
I  believe  it  already  equals  many  of  the  refined  cities 
of  Africa  in  the  extent  of  its  slave-trade.  Should 
we  pass  this  bill,  and  continue  to  pass  bills  hereaf- 
ter, lor  the  benefit  of  the  slave  merchants  of  that 
city,  and  at  the  same  time  hang  all  who  engage  in 
that  business  xipon.  the  Aihdui  coast/ Chartestoii'j 


^ 


may,  at  some  future  day,  rival  ^v^  iT] 
the  extent  and  splendor  of  its  slave?] 
other  embellishments.    This  riss^l^X'^] 
fitted  out  in  the  year  eijghteen  hnndt^^  ^^ 
three;  she,  too,  was  lost,  and  the^av^ 
the  same  manner'  as  those  on  board,  thi 
The  owners  applied   to  the  Presidew^       _ 
poured  their  cause  also.      Their   df^aif^ 
pressed,  and  The  money  obtain^  M^  (n^mny 
and  at  the  same  time,  as  th6  indeixmiiy  ^ 
board  the  Comet.  ;    • 

For  many  years  the  people  of  the  im^SttlB 
have  endeavored  to  relieve  the  htiUsk  ixpitt  At 
deep  odium  resting  upon  it  by  T^a$on  c^tHlM^t^ 
trade  on  the  high  seas.  For  that  ^mpCe^iit^ 
have  sent  to  us  their  petitions,  coochea  in  iht  m^ 
respectful  language,  asking  that  it  Jaoay  bfVpnra- 
ited,  under  suitable  penalties.  Aii4,  yf%^  Urn- 
ment  have  these  freemen— the^  siUigortgg;«  o* 
national  character — met  ia  this  h&ln 
they  have  been  assailed  with  alinost  efi 
probrious  epithet  which  our  lilii^^aage 
ply.  Their  petitions  have  been  scoqt^ 
presence  without  being  read,  or  heard^  otr^^i 
ceived  at  the  hands  of  their  Represeiitali'^ 
myself  have  presented  the  requests  of  tl 
our  mostwortlqr  citizens— oi  our,  pbE 
our  divines,  our  jurists,  KtA  siat^UQOii—- 1 
the  action  of  this  body  in  regaid  to  thU 
trade  upon  the  hieh  seas,  and  to  sair^  tbeio 
nation  from  the  £sgrace  which^ill  be  U.^ 
upon  them  bv  such  measures  as^tnlu  nonrlSt^fi^  aa 
But,  sir,  if  t  happened  to  cast  m^  eye  .txp^  H^ 
petition,  or  asstuned  the  appeaniDce  cf 
It,  cries  of  "order,  order,  oraer,"  would  Re 
from  the  mouths  of  scbres  of  slave-breeder^  ^ 
overseers;  while  a  stentorian  voice  on  iti^  iig^ 
rising  at  least  an  octave  above  all  oiher&..Wmld 
call  on  the  Speaker  "to  enfbrce  the  21s*  ttSt** 

Sir,  what  magic  wand  has  been  waved.  6ti^iB, 
that  we  now  sit  so  quietly  deliberating.ppodUuisbSI 
to  encourage  the  slave-trade^  or^  rather,  wlhfjh  ve 
now  pass  this  bill  without  deliberationi  SAiU.  liB 
turn  round  at  the  bidding  of  this  sIitve-breej£B|iB- 
fluence,  and  quietly  submit  to  the  passage  of  ,aM 
to  aid  and  support  the  slave-trad<i1  Sir,  J  feeiloA- 
bled,  deeply  bumbled,  when  I  cast  my.  ejefi  arosad 
this  hall,  and  see  Representatives  of  the  ft-ee  Scales 
sitting  in  mute  silence,  and  aiding,  by  their  yote, 
the  passage  of  a  bill  shamelessly  bearing  oti  jialiile 
the  character  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  slat^*^ 
ders.  What  power  has  thus  miraculously  ailaiced 
the  voice  of  Northern  freedom  and  Nortbem  bon<)r? 
What  spell  has  now  palsied  the  arms  wbidi  shoidd 
defend  the  rights  at;d  interests  of  the  firee  Stalest,  It 
is  the  previous  question,  forced  tipon  usbySoctfheia 
members  and  their  Nonhem  albft^.  Shul  we  nov 
submit  to  the  bidding  of  this  slaveboldb^'  iailii> 
ence,  and  meanly  assist  in  carrying  out  (his  Weopt 
to  involve  ourselves  and  oucLConstiiuents  in  (he  do- 
grace  of  the  slave-tradel  Wherewith  skall  vi 
humble  ourselves  before  those  who  claim  this  ccn- 
trol  over  usi  Where  shall  we  find  sackcloth  witk 
which  to  cover  our  bodies,  or  ashes  to  cast  upon  oar 
heads,  when,  with  downcast  eyes  and  treoi^liag 
voices,  we  give  a  faint  respon^e  in  fkvor.  of  Cheie 
slave-growers,  and  to  the  disgrace  of  those  whua 
we  representl  Sir,  the  trembling  slave,  who  dam 
not  look  up  in  the  presence  of  his  tyrant  master,  kai 
some  excuse  for  nis  degradation;  but  I  can  fi&d 
no  justification  whatever  for  Northern  nftea— tbe 
Representatives  of  freemen — who  thos  taxne^jsoh 
render  the  rights  aikl  the  honor  of  their  cqi^lita* 
ents,  and  become  the  willins  instruments  for  cairf- 
ing  on  and  sustaining  this  aetestable  commerce  in 
slaves. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  have  a  curiosity  to  witness  the  re- 
sponse of  members  to  the  questions  which  wlUsDaB 
be  propounded,  and  see  how  many  gentlemta  on 
this  floor  will  now  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  who^ 
for  years,  have  regularly  voted  to  |jag  their  owa 
constituents  upon  this  identical  subject,  on  whici 
they  are  now  called  to  act  in  favor  of  slave-breedf 
ers  and  slave- dealers.  If  I  were  to  dictate  a  sub- 
ject for  the  pencil,  it  should  be  the  one  on  which  I 
am  now  commenting.  I  would  select  a  Nortbera 
Democrat,  holding  a  gag  in  the  mouth  of  his  con- 
stituent with  one  hand,  while  the  other  is  em^hyti 
to  examine  his  pockets  for  money  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  this  slave  agency;  at  the  same  ume  moit 
solemnly  saying  to  his  constituent,  *'yoQ  have  noib- 
ine  to  do  with  the  slave  trade;"  "you  have  no  ngk 
to  interfere  with  the  matter." 

I  regret  being  forced  intpth^s^rcvucrks.  Iteve 
made  every  efiSrt  to  escapia  fitnu  so  doing  vhicb 
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viim^ftlgTBiyTektfrtioiiiiftr Uifttpurpuse,  Ihci^e been 
Mv^  4b  ii^  wmdj  trust!  thiKgeMieitien  wR)  txcme 
Ipi  ilfrU  jyiik  4mn1r1y>  The  si^^crct  of  slavery,  or 
^  tlwsl»«^4rad«;a0?er  ouglil  to  have  been  mea- 
liMMd  tin  tliia  halL  Acciir6«d  be  the  memory  of 
kpm  wiio  first  proteied  tbis  temple  of  freedom  with 
the.didciisa^oiLof  siarery^and  the  sUve^rade.  Let 
tii^  extorafiions  cf-po^tetitf  rest  npon  those  who  in* 
fs>t^eA  41m  National  Gov^roBtent  in  these  subjects. 
h«t#«l]ii|^iag  on  the  Constitution  and  eonstltmional 
TtehttPOP  Ike i^rte  flares.  But  yfe  have  becoo.e  in- 
y^ed  in  these  d««scion^  «ld  it  shall  be  my  object 
■«#»  cmd  M  all  times,  to  correct  the  error  mto 
wAdf  bi w«  hvre  fallen.  I  wSHiae  my  ii!nu>st  exer- 
ii0Bs<i6  banish  it  frdm  oar  deliberations-^to  eraw 
IHttm  <]ttif  reeordf^«-to  aepamte  the  peoole  of  the 
l^e^Biat^s  and '«bis  Qoremment  fVom  it— and  to 
plse^ftfl  iib^as8M>le  gtrlf  between  onr  people  of  the 
Dr««j43kBte9  and  an  ioftitniion  which  we  (fetesr.  It 
wai<UM»  desire  which  led  me  to  oonseilt  to  the  ai- 
TMg^neiit  hy  which  these  persons  nright  taye  ob- 
^illtf^UlilB  moti^  without  inv^vihg  ns  in  their 
fOlU  amd  ilisgvace. 

'  '*f  t^j^^ir,  thii  biU  is  thrtist  npon  usj  not,  however, 

I  the  iot^tlon  of  discnssine  it,  bat  for  the  por- 

.Tof  Tbrcing  ns  to  pass  it  without  discussion,  and 

otir  investigating  jis  tncrlts,    Y^  are  asked  lo 

[m  It  withom  examination;  and  if  we  refuse 

Htliar,  it. is  to  be  forced  upon  us  by  means  of 

»i^e;vtoa8  qnestion.    This  want  of  examination, 

fcgilsiejtiaenUgnorance  ot  the  bDl,  is  one  reason 

^  r  feaiinbt  support  it^'but  1  have  many  other 

[eni.rfe^sons  for  opposing  its  passage. 

:^  It^  passage  is  entirely  tuinecestary  to  enable 

w.rj^JfflgniP  t9  obtain  \hfi  raopcy,  if  it  belongs  to 
them. 

.  JM;  Its  passage  would  be  a  palpable  violation  of 
th^  C<)n8tit«itiop. 

^e^)ect  for  ourselves,  and  for  the  honor  of 

leA  ^ta^  forbids  i^  passage. 

I,  "ft?  pas^e  is  entirely  oppo^  to  the  prin- 
cipb.sa  stf^ngiy  urged  an4  maintained  in  this  hall 
f^  tfk^)a!$L  six  years,  "that  thi»  House  has  no  right 
tQ^  on  Ibis  subject*" 

Asida  from  these,  I  have  some  objections  to  the 

nas^agaof  thjis  billj  which  apply  to  me  personally. 

ll'irBow  less  than  eleven  months  since  1  introduced 

to  theiooQsideration  of  gentlemen  here  cenain  reso- 

kKiOBi^'  getting  ^tb  my  views  of  the  coo$titutional 

i^coi  the  people  of  the  free  States  to  be  exempt 

tninitlieexpenae,  the  disgrace,  and  tfie^iltc^f  this 

idatveotrade.    They  expres^d  my  solemn  belief  in 

v^ard  lo'that  subjecij  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any 

fllember  lierc  has,  to  this  day,  l>een  foand  willing  to 

itenyttJbeir  correctness.    But,  sir,  thu  assertion  of 

llae  r^fats  of  thw'  people  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  free 

States,  did  not  suit  the  views  of  certain  "natural 

Wiini^  of  the  slave-breeding  Democracy  of  the 

South.    They  appear  to  have  sounded  peculiarly 

"harsh  in  the  ear  of  my  colleague  from  the  Butler 

.district.    His  Democratic  principles  appeared  to  be 

aeverely  locked  at  the  thought  of  our  people  being 

<xenipt  from  this   business  of  slave-breeding  and 

8}a(ve-tradin^.    Yes,  sir,  such  was  his  horror  at  the 

bare  proposition  of  such  a  separation,  that  he  felt  it 

his  duty  iumxediately  to  introduce  a  resolution  of 

cettisore  upon  me  for  so  unpatriotic  an  act.    Nor 

was  that  all*,  he  went  further,  and  demanded  the 

Kevious  (Question,  in  order  to  prevent  me  from 
inr  beard  in  my  defence;  fearing,  I  presume, 
that  I  might  be  guilty  of  uttering  irreverent  expres- 
sions concerning  this  "delicate  subject,"  and  there- 
by call  down  upon  myself  further  punishment:  I 
would  not  be  tmderstood  as  imputing  any  unkind 
nccives  to  my  colleague;  no,  sir,  f  am  bound  lo 
aay  that  I  think  he  was  guided  by  nis  best  judg- 
ment. Well,  sir,  you,  witn  an  impartiality  which 
I  ^t\  bound  to  say  has  characterized  the  discharge 
of  the  ardnous  duties  of  Speaker  during  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  decided  that  the  previous  question 
would  not  deprive  me  of  making  a  defence,  nor 
^hers  of  the  right  of  making  a  defence  for  me,  as  it 
was  a  question  of  privilege. 

Totbis  decision  my  friend,  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  took 
exception;  and  appealed  to  the  House,  who  sustain- 
ed to  appeal  I  impute  to  that  gentleman  no  per- 
softal  unkindness,  bat  presume  he  did  it  to  prevent 
tSbt  waste  of  time,  and  consequent  delay  of  the  pub- 
ific.bttiHness. 

)  Mr.  FiiufoaB  stated,  that  at  the  time  he  took  the 
appt^l,  be  did  not  anticipate  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
|ataioC<eB0«pe$  tbat  ha  did  it  merely  to  prerent 


the  delay  of  pubHc  ^HKinesfy  and  not  from  any  feel- 
ing of  nn kindness,  or  to  favor  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gmoiiraa  resnmed.  I  had  no  doubt,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  snob  was  the  fact;  and  I  have  now 
alluded  to  the  appfeal  more  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling Lbatgendeman  lo  set  himself  right  before 
the  country,  than  from  any  considerations  personal 
to  mjrsell  Bnt,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  resolutioas-* 
drawing  the  line  of  demarcation  between  this  slave- 
trade  a^  the  people  of  the  free  States,  appear  to 
have  i9et  with  not  little  favor  in  the  mind  of  my  ex- 
perienced political  fHend  over  the  way,  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  EvaaBTT.]  He,  sir,  is  a  leading  mem- 
bet  of  \iM.  party  with  whom  I  have  been  proud  to 
act;  but  the  mere  introdbctico  of  th^se  resolutions 
wis  ^laraeterized  br  him  as  a  "firebrand  course," 
wbich  he  informed  the  country  he  looked  upon 
"with  abhorrence."  The  subject  is  now  introduced 
by  thofia  who  aqt  in  favpr  of  the  slave-trade;  bat 
I  ha vTheard -nothing  of  that  gentleman's  *'abhor- 
rence."  It  is  pressed  through  the  House  with  as 
much  indecent  haste  as  was  the  resolution  of  cen* 
sure;  Imt  I  have  heard  nothing  from  that  gentle- 
man in  regard  to  this  "firebrand  course."  There 
is  an  old  and  common  saying,  that  "circumstances 
altAcasea:^ 

Another  gentleman,  representing  in  part  the  old 
Bay  State,  which  has  ever  been  forward  in  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  patriotism— the  gentleman  at 
my  right,  IMr.  Cushino,J  who  was  bred  almost  in 
sight  of  "Faneuil  Hall,"  designated  as  the  "cradle 
of  liberty;''— 4be  resoIntioDS  proved  unacceptable 
to  him;  and  1  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he 
has,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  a  consistent  advocate  of 
this  slave-trade.  Inaeed,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  sin- 
gle instancy,  since  1  have  been  a  member  here, 
when  that  genUeman  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  in 
which  he  uis  failed  to  advocate  the  interests  of  inat 
commerce.  His  sense  of  propriety  was  so  greatly 
shocked  at  the  doctrine  contained  in  my  resolu- 
tions, that  he  unhesitatinely  pronounced  them  <'an 
approximation  to  treason;"  and,  from  his  acknowl- 
^ged  consistencv  on  this  subject,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  he  will  now  lend  his  aid  and  influence 
to  sustain  the  interests  to  which  he  has  exhibited 
"SO  much  attachment.  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  pass  over  this  portion  of  the  political  history  of 
our  legislative  action  concerning  the  slave-trade, 
but,  having  been  pressed  into  the  consideration  of  it,  1 
could  not  4tt  duty  to  myself  omit  some  slight  allusion 
'  to  matters  that  trauitpired  at  the  time  when  I  last 
had  the  honor  of  calling  public  attention  to  it;  and 
I  apprehend  that  no  gentleman  will  think  them  cal- 
cuoued  to  make  tt  very  favorable  impression  upon 
my  own  mind  in  regard  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  on  a  recent  occasion, 
the  member  from  Gkorgia,  in  front  of  the  Speaker, 
alluded  to  this  vote  of  censure  in  terms  not  very 
courteous. 

[Mr.  Black  interrupted  Mr.  GhniMNas,  and  saiid: 
"I  wish  to  know  if  the  ffen^emanfrom  Ohio  intends 
to  allude  to  my  remarks  on  a  former  occasioni  If 
he  does,  I  shaU  surely  call  him  to  order." 

Mr.  GiDonros.  When  that  question  shall  come 
up  in  parliamentary  form.  I  will  answer  it. 

The  SpcAKBa  said  he  should  endeavor  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  order,  if  he  wandered 
from  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BhkCK  sat  down,  and  Mr.  Qiddimos  re* 
sumed.] 

That  gentleman  remarked  that  this  House,  by  its 
vote  of  censure,  had  "stripped  me  of  the  influence 
which  I  had  once  possessed." 

When  I  returned  to  this  hall,  and  resumed  my 
official  duties,  in  May  last,  I  determined  never  to 
allude,  in  a  public  manner,  to  the  transaction  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  (ieorgia  referred.  The 
matter  had  gone  to  the  people.  With  them  I  was 
willing  it  should  rest  I  could  not  add  to  its  im- 
portance; and  I  was  unwilling  to  detract  from  the 
salutary  consequences  Which  I  believed  would  re- 
sult from  such  an  outrage  upon  the  representative 
character.  The  record  of  that  transaction  is  fully 
made  up;  and  I  shall  attempt  to  make  no  altera- 
tion or  interlineations:  nor  did  I  expect  that  any 
member  who  had  voted  for  the  censure  wou^d  de- 
sire to  drag  the  sulq'ect  again  before  the  coimtry. 
I  was  wiflmg  to  leave  it  where  the  votes  of  my 
constituents  had  placed  it.  I  will  also  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  I  feel  no  heanbumings  to- 

i  wards  those  who  sustained  the  resolution  of  my 
colleague.  The  people  of  my  district  have  so 
folly  and  so  triumphantly  repelled  the  injury  oC- 
fered  to  themstlVM  and  to  ma,  |hat  it  wonld  bedo* 


iQg  injustice  to  tbem  for  me  to  add  one  word  to 
the  judgment  which  they  have  given  of  thetraaa- 
actjcm.  To  many  of  those  who  voted  to  cen^uia 
me,  I  shall  bear  with  me,  to  private  life,  reeollec* 
tionitf  of  friendship  and  respect;  and  to  them  I 
would  not  say  a  word  which  should  call  iip->aa 
unpleasant  thought  of  what  is  past.  But  to  the 
gentleman  from  Qeorgia  I  will  say :  Sir,  I  hold 
my  seat  here  by  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will  and 

I  Measure  of  ninety  thousand  free  people  of  iKe  gal- 
ant  State  of  Ohio.  My  commission  comes  from 
them,'  and  not  from  the  member  from  Georgia,  nor 
from  the  members  of  this  House.  I'hose  freemen 
have  con^rred  on  me  whatever  political  infloence 
I  po»«ess;  and  no  slave  breeder  or  overseer,  nor 
the  representative  of  ^aves,  has  the  moral  power 
to  disrobe  me  of  it  To  those  electors  of  the 
"banner  district"  I  shall  soon  resign  my  influence, 
untainted  and  unaflTededbythefoul  breath  of  slave- 
holding  or  slave  dealing  Democracy.  Whether 
this  House  has  stripped  me  of  my  influence,  or 
my  constituents  have  stripped  this  House  of  itft  in- 
fluence on  this  subject,  is  not  for  me  or  the  mem« 
her  from  Georgia  to  say :  the  country  will  det^ 
mine  that  point;  and  I  am  willing  to  await  their 
vetdict  These  are  circumstances,  however,  which 
conduce  to  my  personal  opposition  to  this  bill :  they 
are  matters  that  cannot  apply  with  equal  force  to 
other  members. 

A  due  regard  to  consistency  in  legislation  forbids 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  In  our  sovereign  capacity 
as  a  National  I^es^islatnre,  we  have  declared  the 
crime  of  slave-trading  ^laicr,  and  have  affixed  lo 
it  the  highest  penalty  known  to  human  laws.  We 
have  declared  such  as  commit  this  most  execrable 
of  all  crimes  unfit  to  associate  with  human  beipjgs; 
and  we  hang  them  without  mercy.  The  operation 
of  this  law  is  confined,  however,  to  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  Atlantic,  while  the  oflences  of  these  ap- 
plicants were  committed  upon  the  western  part  of 
that  ocean.  To-day  we  are  calledon  to  pa.%  a  law 
for  the  relief  of  these  persons;  while  we  hang,  with<^ 
out  discrimination,  all  who  pursue  the  same  busi- 
ness a  few  degrees  of  longitude  further  east  I  am 
in  favor  of  dealing^  out  justice  with  an  even  hand. 
I  would  give  these  applicants  the  "same  relief" 
that  we  grant  to  those  who  follow  the  same  business 
in  a  difl*erent  longitude.  I  would  exhibit  no  more 
regard  for  the  honor  of  Africa,  than  I  would  for 
that  of  our  own  nation.  It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that 
if  a  man  goes  from  this  city  to  Africa,  and  engages 
in  the  slave-trade,  the  whole  world  considf^rs  him 
worthy  of  immediate  death;  but  if  he  remain  hire, 
and  buy  and  export  our  own  people,  who  bav« 
been  bom  and  brea  with  ns — whose  attachments  are 
formed  here,  and  whose  minds  are  enlightened  and 
cKristianized*— in  whose  veins  "flow  the  best  bkx)d 
of  Virginia;"— why,  sir,  for  this  outrage  upon  h«- 
manity  we  are  called  to  pass  laws  for  hu  pecuniary 
relief  1  Our  people  of  tne  free  States  are  taxed  to 
pay  us  and  our  officers  while  we  are  engaged  bera 
m  legislating  for  their  benefit.  Tomorrow,  per^ 
haps,  we  shall  be  called  to  tax  them  to  sustam  a 
fleet  on  the  coast  of  AfHca,  in  order  to  mppreu  the 
slave-trade.  Will  gentlemen  ^ho  vote  to  encour- 
age this  trade  to-day,  face  to  the  right-about  to- 
morrow, and  vote  millions  of  the  people's  money 
to  suppress  iti  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  vota 
one  way  to-day,  and  directly  the  contrary  to-mor- 
rowl  We  are  now  using  the  money  of  the  people 
of  the  free  States  to  eneovrage  the  smve  trade,  and 
will  gentlemen  appropriate  the  money  of  our  ipneopla 
to-morrow  to  suppress  iti  Are  we  under  such  per- 
fect drill,  that  we  face  to  the  right,  to  the  left,  or  to 
the  right-about,  at  the  bidding  of  the  slaveholdiag 
influencel  How  long  shall  Northern  men  con- 
tiuue  to  iflarch  and  countermarch  at  the  bidding  of 
this  slave-breeding  powerl  Sir,  we  send  our  fleeta 
to  Africa,  at  vast  expense,  to-prevcnt  the  importa;^ 
tion  of  slaves.  We  are  to  expend  at  least  a  miP 
lion  of  dollars  annually,  to  give  a  monopoly  of  this 
"execrable  commerce"  to  the  slave-breeding  States; 
while  their  Representatives  here  violently  oppose 
tjhe  protection  of  all  tkher  manufactures.  Thia 
high  Virginia  tarifl*  is  not  pnly  to  be  protected,  at 
our  expense*  fVom  all  foreign  competition;  but  wa 
are  to  go  still  further,  and  make  the  nation  insurera 
to  those  who 'engage  in  the  exportation,  of  this 
"chattelized  population.'*  I  am  unwflling  to  in- 
volve myself  in  these  inconsistencies,  absurdities, 
and  contradictions. 

The  bill  directs  the  Treasurer  to  pay  this  money 
to  the  owners  of  these  persons.  What  is  to  be  th« 
I  evidence  of  title  by  wnich  one  nian  owns  another^ 
I  Tha  pn^ooition  it  an  abnrdi^  too  pttpabla  to  b^ 
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)>Uced  in  our  statute-book.  The  title,  and  the  oDly 
title,  which  one  man  ever  held  to  another,  is  that 
of  brute  f  jrce.  It  is  the  title  by  which  the  robber 
daims  your   purse;  the  same  title  by  which  the 

£  irate  claims  his  captured  ship  and  car^o.  It  is, 
owerer,  a  title  which  we,  asa  nation,  do  not  reco«;- 
nise.  It  is  one  which  the  people  of  the  free  Suues 
repudiate.  It  is  one  to  which  I  will  not  give  even 
a  silent  or  tacit  cpnsent,  by  instituting  such  an  in- 
quiry. 

But  the  bill  goes  further,  and  directs  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  to  the  owners  of  each  slave  '*snch  sum 
ms  he  is  entitled  to  receive.''  Bv  this  form  of  ex- 
pression, I  suppose  it  was  intenaed  to  give  to  each 
the  value  of  the  person  claimed.  How  will  you  es- 
timate the  value  of  a  mani  Does  it  depend  upon 
hiscomplexionl  for,  sir,  there  are  all  grades  of  color 
in  thb  market.  Or  which  is  deemed  the  most  val- 
able— black,  or  white,  or  a  mixture  of  bothi  Or 
9ha]l  our  officer  be  governed  by  the  genealogy  of 
the  slave,  in  estimating  his  value?  if  he  have  de- 
siceDded,  in  the  paternal  line,  from  one  of  the  best 
families  in  the  "Old  Dominion,'*  shall  he  be  deem- 
ed of  greater  value  than  If  he  were  of  pure 
.African  bloodi  Does  such  mixture  improve  or  de- 
teriorate the  value  of  a  mani  These,  sir,  are  all  of 
them  "delicate:  questions,"  which  I  should  like  to 
bear  answered  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  be- 
fore I  can  vote  for  it.  Again:  some  may  desire  to 
know  whether  intelligence  is  to  fix  the  value.  Is  a 
man  who  reads  and  writes,  and  possesses  better  in- 
formation than  his  master,  or  than  masters  gener- 
ally possess,  of  more  valu^  than  one  who  is  stupid, 
jffnorant,  and  incapable  of  instructins:  his  ownerl 
And.  sir,  others  may  wish  to  know  what  the  politi- 
cal^taith  of  a  man  is,  before  they  fix  his  value. 
They  will  inquire  whether  he  be  a  Whig  or  a 
Democrat;  or,  particularly,  whether  "he  goes  the 
Liberty  parly."  And  my  friend  over  here  in  "the 
atall,"  [Mr.  SmroEa  of  Pa.,]  would  inquire  whether 
he  be  of  pure  DtUch  descent,  or  whetner  he  has  a 
•'sprinkling"  of  the  Yankee  in  his  veins. .  These 
are  all  difficulties  which  present  themselves  to  my 
mind,  in  making  up  the  estimate  of  a  man's  value 
as  property.  Tney  may,  to  be  sure,  appear  of 
small  importance  to  a  grower  of  slaves — one  who 
is  familiar  with  matters  of  the  kind;  but  1  am  un- 
willing, by  legislation,  ta  throw  them  upon  an 
offi  er  of  Gk)vemment,  or  to  bring  the  reproach 
of  spch  an  inquiiy  upon  our  nation.  And  1  can- 
not, therefore,  vote  for  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said  that  we  bold  this 
money  as  trustee  for  the  owners  of  these  slaves, 
and  are  therefore  botmd  to  execute  the  trust.  I 
deny  the  position.  We  are  not  the  trustee  of  these 
slave  breeders;  no  individual  can  be  made  a  trustee 
without  his  consent;  neither  can  Congress,  or  any 
other  legislative  or  corporate  body,  be  made  a  trus- 
tee without  his  consent.  Congress  has  never  given 
its  consent  to  act  as  trustee  for  these  slave-trading 
speculators;  nor  are  we  under  any  obligation  what- 
ever to  pay  over  this  money,  or  to  do  any  other  act 
for  the  benefit  of  these  applicants.  We.  sir,  are  su- 
preme: we  acknowledge  no  law  in  the  discharge  of 
our  official  duties,  except  that  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  justice.  The  Constitution  has  not  imposed 
upon  us  the  duty  of  acting  as  trustee  for  slave-deal- 
ers. If  there  l)e  any  obligation  resting  upon  us,  it 
must  be  found' in  the  abstract  justice  of  the  claims 
presented  by  these  slave-mongers.  The  whole  ques- 
tion rests  here.  Neither  i\tt  President,  nor  his  Sec- 
retary of  State,  nor  Mr.  Stevenson,  nor  all  of  these  ' 
officers  together,  could  lay  us  under  the  least  con- 
ceivable obligation  to  pass  this  law  for  the  benefit 
of  outlaws,  of  pirates,  and  of  robbers.  Nor  could 
they  render  it  our  duty  to  grant  any  facility  or  en- 
couraffement  to  a  commerce  hated  by  man  and 
cursed  by  God.  What,  sir!  is  it  to  be  urged,  at  this 
period  of  the  world,  that  the  President  has  power 
to  lay  Congress  unuer  obligations  to  sit  here  and 
>gislate  to  encourage  the  breeding  and  exportation 
of  slavesi  Are  such  arguments  to  be  addressed  to 
a  Congress  of  American  statesmen?  Can  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  cabinet  release  me  from  my  obligations 
to  the  Confftitntioni  Can  they  absolve  me  from  the 
official  oath  which  I  have  taken?  Can  they  step 
between  me  and  my  Qod,  and  ac|)urt  me  of  the  ob- 
ligations which  my  Creator  has  imposed  upon  me? 
Jk),  sir.  There  is  no  principle  of  ju.stice  or  of  pro- 
priety that  requires  us  to  legislate  in  favor  of  thi« 
commerce  in  mankind.  On  the  contrary,  our  love 
ot  consi.siency,  our  self-respect,  our  attachment  to 
liberty,  our  regard  for  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
tod;  our  patriotism, '  our  desire  for  the  honor  of  J 


our  country,  our  attachment  to  the  cause  of  truth, 
justice,  and  humanity;  our  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  mankind,  and  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
Heaven,  forbid  that  we  should  become  parties  to 
the  misrepresentations  to  which  I  have  alluded,  or 
be  made  the  instruments  for  consununating  this 
fraud  committed  upon  a  friendly  nation;  or  that 
we  should  become  partners  in  crime  with  men  who 
make  merchandise  of  the  image  of  Gk>d. 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK, 

OF  NEW  YORK. 
In  the  House  of  RepreserUalives^  February  22, 1843 — 
On  the  bill  appropriating  forty  thoasand  dollars 
to  enab'e  the  President  to  establish  commercial 
relations  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
Gk>vernment  of  China. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  have  more  than  half  pipmised 
myself  to  embrace  some  fitting  opportunity  to  sub- 
mil  a  few  remarks  to  the  House.  The  opportunity 
is  now  presented.  In  the  British  Parliament,  It  is 
a  legitimate  ground  of  objection  to  a  supply  bill, 
that  the  objector  has  no  confidence  in  the  minis- 
try. This  bill  proposes  to  vest  in  the  Presi^nt 
and  Secretary  of  State  a  large  discretfbn  in^he 
expenditure  of  forty  thousand  dollars;  and  1  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Oeorgia  [Mr.  MEarwETHER] 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of 
giving  to  these  men  the  disbursement  orany  money 
not  imperiously  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service.  I  place  my  opposition  to  this  bill 
solely  on  the  ground  of  an  utter  want  of  confidence 
in  the  political  integrity  of  the  President  and  some 
of  his  official  advisers. 

I  have,  sir,  made  some  inefiectual  attempts  here- 
tofore to  get  the  floor.  But  there  are  certain  gen- 
tlemen here  always  on  the  tiptoe  to  obtain  it.  and 
thev  are  generally  successful.  Charmed  witn  the 
melody  of  their  own  sweet  voices,  they  fancy  that 
the  House  is  equally  delighted,  and  they  lase  no 
opportunity  to  grati/y  us  with  a  display  of  their 
oratorical  powers.  Of  this  I  do  not  complain.  It 
is  their  right.  Many,  no  doubt,  may  have  been 
convinced  Dv  the  brilliancy  of  their  periods  and  the 
cogency  of  their  logic. 

I  regret  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  par- 
ticularly at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  that  I  have 
never  obtruded  myself  upon  its  indulgence.  Du- 
ring this  entire  Congress,  I  believe,  I  have  not  ap- 
propriated to  my  own  use  an  hour  of  its  time.  I 
would  not  now,  but  for  the  coiiviction  that  the 
Whigs  of  the  country  ought  to  be  awakened  to  a 
just  appreciation  ot  the 'character  of  the  men  (or 
some  of  them,  at  least)  who  have  heretofore  enjoy- 
ed their  confidence — enjoyed  it  only  to  betray  it 

And  now,  being  up,  I  almost  repent  me  of'^my 
half-made  promise,  and  regret  that  my  effi:ut  to 
obtain  the  floor  has  been  successful.  I  have  a 
great  horror  of  speech-making—and,  above  all,  of 
speech-making  here.  Surrounded  with  talents, 
eloquence,  and  criticism  of  a  high  order,  1  dread 
an  exposure  to  their  observation;  and,  perhaps,  to 
iheir  censure.  Moreover,  one  knows  tiot  the 
temper  of  the  House.    He  is  ignorant  of  what  sub- 

1'elct  may  be  acceptable,  and  is  greatly  puzzled  to 
[now  by  what  proper  exordium  he  may,  in  ad- 
vance, gain  a  nestling  place  in  some  comer  of  its 
kind  feelings.  But  I  am  in  for  a  speech,  and  must 
bide  my  chance. 

There  is,  sir,  in  rhetoric  a  thing  called  "aporia"— 
if  I  mistake  not,  defiaed  to  be  "a  figure  of  speech 
under  which  a  speaker  doubts  where  to  begin.'* 
Now.  sir,  if  we  had  another  sort  of  figure  under 
which  congressional  orators  should  doubt  t^Aen  to 
begin — and  not  only  so,  but  to  continue  to  doubt  to 
the  end  of  the  session  whether  or  not' they  should 
begin  at  all^such  a  figure  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  country,  and,  perchance,  to  the  ora- 
tors themselves,  (mvself  included.)  But  had  we 
such  a  figure,  I  could  noP  avail  myself  of  its  sup- 
posed benefits— for  I  have  begun.  And  as  to  the 
other  figure  to  which  I  have  referred,  1  am  unable 
to  derive  any  advantage  from  it— for  I  believe  I 
known  where  to  begin.  And  if  I  begin  at  the  be- 
i^inning,  I  shall  not  bear  wide  from  the  mark. 
Thus  beginning,  I  shall  explain  to  you  the  circum- 
stances under  which  I  resolved  to  subject  yourself 
and  the  House  to  this  infliction. 

Not  long  since,  confined  to  my  room,  excruciat- 
ing under  the  turn  of  the  rheumatic  screws,  I  be- 
thought me  of  the  principle  of  antagonism,  under 
the  operation  of  which  one  force  is  expelled 
by  a  counter  and  superior  force;  and  it  occurred  1 
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to  me  that  if  I  could  expel  the  enemy  which  had 
made  a  lodgment  in  my  racked  teneoMnt,  bf  the 
introduction  of  an  agent  oiore  powerful  is  the  ia- 
fliction  of  pain — not  that  pain  wnich  leaves  behii^ 
it  visible  scars,  but  which  tortures  and  harrows  op 
the  soul — I  should  have  gained  an  object  of  no  ia- 
considerable  importance.  And  here  let  mttam. 
gest  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman^  being  a  good  Whig,  the 
propriety  of  imitating  my  example  whenever  yot 
find  yourself  in  the  uUima  IkuU  ol  rheumatism,  aid 
on  the  confines  of  the  gouty  regions.  I  doubt  lut 
thai  you  will  be  benefited  by  the  experimeoL  li 
my  case,  it  was  eminently  successful. 

I  thought,  sir,  of  the  present  prostrate  conditioa 
of  that  gallant  and  jMitriotic  party  which  so  )oyoa»> 
ly  marched  to  victory  in  the  aatumn  in  1640,  and 
f  thought  loo  of  the  renegades  to  whom  it  owes  all 
its  calamities.  The  effect  was  magical.  Corporeal 
sufiering  gave  plac^  to  mental  angui&h;  and  in  a 
transport  of  conflicting  en^otiom»  of  indisiiaiiaa, 
pity,  and  contempt,  and,  I  may  almost  add,  of  re- 
venge too,  I  threw  aside  mjr  crutch,  and  in  £u«y 
took  the  field,  armed  at  all  points,  ready  to  fight  the 
baule  over  again,  and  to  lend  m/ feeble  aid  topnisk 
the  adders  who  have  so  cruelly,  so  ongratefollj, 
stung  the  bosom  of  their  benefactors. 

In  submitting  the  remarks  which  1  deem  it  m^ 
duty  to  make«on  this  occasion,  I  disclaim  all  pn* 
vate  feeling.  They  will  not  partake,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  of  the  spirit  of  personal  onkindnes& 
And  if  they  should  seem  to  any  gentlemen  to  be 
tinged  with  too  much  of  acerbity,  I  beg  of  them  aa 
to  attribute  them  to  any  malignity  in  my  nature, 
(for.  if  I  know  myself,  I  do  not  possess' any  great 
stock  of  that  disagreeable  article,)  but  to  the  coi«- 
duct  of  the  men  who  have  provoved  them,  and  to 
the  feelings  to  which  that  conduct  has  naturally 
given  birth. 

And  here  let  me  premise,  that  I  have  no  exahed 
admiration  of  mere  greatness— (and  when  I  ^)eak 
of  greatness,  I  mean  intellectual  ereatness)— none, 
sir — unless  it  be  connectea  with  the  moral 
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and  political  virtues.  For  1  hold  these  virtues  to 
be  identical;  and  if  you  show  me  one  himdred 
political  knaves,  1  will  showyou  of  the  same  nine- 
tv-nine  moral  scoundrels.  This  greatness,  wbea 
thus  unallied,  has  no  attractions  for  me.  It  should 
neither  be  an  object  of  desire  in  the  possessor,  nor 
of  admiration  in  the  beholder,  for  it  only  serves 
to  augment  in  the  former  the  power  of  miscbievotts 
and  guilty  perpetration.  When,  however,  to  great- 
ness of  mind,  are  joined  truth,  honor,  honesty, 
fidelity,  and  patriotism,  then  we  instinctively  pay 
it  the  homage  of  our  respect  and  admiration.  Bm 
when  a  great  man  stoops  from  his  high  estate,  and 
panders  to  his  diseased  appetite  for  power,  a.  the 
sacrifice  of  these  ennobling  virtues,  we  loathe  in 
in  the  inverse  ratio  which  they  bear  to  his  genius 
or  his  attainments,  or  to  both  combined. 

Sir,  men,  and  more  especially  great  men,  hold 
their  popularity  by  a  frail  tenure.  A  maiden 
should  not  be  more  chary  of  her  honor,  than  a  great 
man,  and  particularly  a  great  man  in  public  life, 
should  be  jealous  and  watchful  of  his;  for  one 
false  step  forever  blasts  the  reputation  of  both,  if 
a  solitary  draft  of  his  fidelity  or  his  patriotiam  be 
dishonored,  his  political  character  at  once  sinks 
into  irreparable  bankruptcy.  Guilty  of  oi>e  act  of 
baseness,  in  vain  may  he  attempt  to  fall  backoa 
his  stock  of  reputation,  however  great,  tb<»gh 
hoarded  for  years  with  a  miser's  care.  His  vir- 
tues (if  he  has  any)  must  be  constant,  progressive, 
and  enduring  to  the  end.  The  Scripture  declara- 
tion,where"much  is^given,  much  shall  be  required* 
has  received  the  practical  sanction  of  the  worid. 
Arraigned  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion  for  one  de^ 
linquency,  in  vain  he  may  plead,  even  in  extenua- 
tion, the  splendor  of  hi.i  genius,  the  power  of  his  in- 
tellect, or  the  magnitude  of  his  services. 

Arnold  has  rendered  to  his  country  great  and 
distinguished  services;  but  one  act  of  treachery  not 
only  cancelled  every  obligation  of  gratitude,  but 
consigned  his  memory  to  ignominy  and  cont^npt. 
Poetry,  in  the  spirit  of  truth,  has  doomed  to  an  m- 
glorious  immortality  the  wonder  of  his  age,  as 

^^Tlie  wiM0(,  greatMt,  roeu>«l  of  mankind." 
Thus  appreciating  men — and  great  men,  too— yon 
may  not  expect  of  me,  when  speaking  of  thdr 
blackslidings  and  deformities,  an  over-nicety  in  oiy 
selection  uf  rhetorical  ornaments.  The  honter, 
(and  I  am  no  expert  hunter,)  when  about  to  im- 
molate the  fierce  and  stealthy  panther  which  raaj 
have  crossed  his  path,  seeks  not  for  chaplels  of 
roses  with  which  to  adorn  the  sacrifice.  Plaee, 
however  exalted,  gives  to  its  possessor  no  u 
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lity  for  c€nsare  and  condemiiation,  when  deserved.    | 
tat,  in  proportion  to  the  ezalration  of  the  recreant, 
houM  be  the  measure  of  the  censure  and  condein- 
lation. 

I  am  not  one  who  believes  that  a  description  of 
be  President  and  some  of  his  ministers,  in  their 
iresent  attitude  before  the  country,  should  be  al- 
einpted  in  bland  phraseology  or  honeyed  accents. 
Their  portraits  snould  be  sketched  by  a  master's 
land,  (^ which  I  regret  I  do  not  possess)— not  in  the 
:oA  and  mellow  tinting  of  a  Titian,  but  in  the  bold 
md  startling  coloring  of  a  Corre^gio. 

Office  has  its  rights  *and  privileges.  Among 
hem,  I  rec4con  not  as  one  an  exemption  from  the 
inimadversion  which  delinquency  merits.  Place, 
mere  place,  confers  no  honor  on  its  possessor,  but, 
r  converse,  man  gives  rank  and  dignity  to  the  office. 

As  one  of  the  most  prominent  workers  of  mis- 
chief to  the  Whigs,  to  their  cause,  and  to  the  as- 
[Tendency  of  their  principles,  pre-eminent  in  genius 
ind  acqairements,  stands  the  Secretary  of  State.  In 
the  Older  of  importance,  he  deserves  to  occupy  the 
foregronnd  of  the  picture,  in  bold  and  frightful 
relief.  But,  as  in  every  dramatic  representation, 
whether  of  tragedy,  comedy,  or  farce,  there  must 
be  characters  great  and  small,  so  my  dramatis  fer- 
soTue  most  be,  in  some  respects,  presented  in  com- 
bination, as  well  the  Magnns  Apollo,  as  he  who 
has  iastly  earned  a  distinction  conferred  upon  one 
of  tne  old  popes,  of  whom  it  was  said 

**Maxlma9  in  panria,  minimiis  in  mafnii." 
The  amusing  and  veracious  author  of  "Ten 
Thoosand  a  Year,"  in  speaking  of  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse, esq.».M.  P.  for  Yatton,  and  of  the  base  uses 
to  which  he  intended  to  devote  his  immense  pro^ 
pective  wealth,  remftrks,  "that  the  reptile  propen- 
sities of  his  mean  nature  had  thriven  imaer  the 
sodden  simshine  of  unexpected  prosperity.''  Now, 
sir,  1  will  not  apply  this  language  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  but  I  may  be  permiued  to  say 
that  the  sentiment  is  strikingly  applicable  to  him— 
to  his  accidental  advent  to  power—to  his  resolu- 
tions soon  thereafter  taken  to  perpetuate  that  pow- 
er— and  to  his  subsec[uent  operations ;  all  having 
in  view  the  same  objects. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  John  Tyler  came  to  Wash- 
ington, on  the  demise  of  (General  Harrison,  with 
honest  intentions  to  administer  the  Government  on 
Whig  principles.  His  inau^ral  address  bears  on 
its  face  evidence  of  such  intentions.  The  dec- 
laration that  he  should  take  as  his  model  th^ 
"fathers  of  the  Republican  school,''  soothed  the 
alarms  of  many  Whigs  who  distrust  Virginia  po- 
liticians—I mean  those  of  the  modem  attraction 
school.  The  inaufi^ural,  taken  in  connexion  with 
his  partiality  for  Mr.  Clay,  and  his  tears  shed  at 
the  Harrisburg  convention  over  his  defeat,  were 
hailed  by  them  as  harbingers  of  prosperity  to  the 
country,  and  of  safety  to  the  Whig  p^ty.  The 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Clay  in  regard*to  the  currency 
and  to  a  national  bank  were  well  known  to  Mr. 
Tyler  and  to  the  country.  For  years  they  had 
been  emblazoned  on  the  pillars  of  the  Capitol  in 
characters  of  living  light,  and  had  illumined  every 
hill-top  in  the  country.  They  did  not  believe  it 
within  the  range  of  possibility  that  Mr.  Tyler, 
knowing,  as  he  did  know,  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Clay  on  all  Subjects  of  national  concernment,  and 
who,  at  that  convention  and  elsewhere,  had  mani- 
fested such  an  ardent  zeal  for  his  nomination  to 


consistency  of  advocating-  the  claims  of  a  man  to 
the  Chief  Magistracy,  whose  whole  life  and  con- 
duct stand  pledged  to  give  to  the  nation  a  sound 
currency,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  not  himself  be  the  fi>iend  of  such 
an  institutioni  Surely,  said  they,  Mr.  Tyler  can- 
not believe  a  bank  unconstitutional,  else  he  could 
not,  with  any  appearance  of  honesty  or  consist- 
ency, aid  in  placing  in  the  presidential  chair  a 
man  whose  first  official  act  would  be  a  strong 
recommendation  of  that  very  measure !  Though 
it  might  have  been  known  to  them  that,  at  certain 
periods  of  his  life,  Mr.  Tyler  had  entertained 
opinions  hostile  to  a  bank,  they  believed— and  they 
had  a  right  to  believe — that  his  presence  as  a  Whig 
delegate  at  a  national  Whig  convention,  avowing 
his  predilections  in  favor  of  a  bank  candidate,  and 
himself  accepting  a  nomination  from  that  con- 
vention for  the  second  office  in  the  Republic,  fur- 
nished conclusive  evidence  of  a  change  of  opinion. 
Better  men  than  John  Tyler  have  changed  their 
opinioiis  in  regard  to  a  buik;  and  why  may  he  not  1 


have  seen,  in  the  necessities  of  the  times,  and  the 
afflictions  of  his  countrymen,  abundant  reason  to 
change  his  opinions  also?  ^ 

But  the  fond  bop^  inspired  by  the  inaugujral  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  Whigs---of  the  pure  and  patriot- 
ic men  who  had  taken*  Mr.  Tyler  from  obscurity, 
and  placed  him  on  the  pinnacle  of  power — were 
doomed  to  sad  and  bitter  disappointment. 

The  good  resolves  with  which  became  here  arm- 
ed, were  soon  smothered  in  the  impure  embrace  of  a 
forbidden  ambition.  The  fatal  words  second  Urm 
were  whispered  into  his  too  willing  ear,  and  '*all 
was  lest."  These  have  been  the  "open  sesame"  to 
all  the  woes  and  afflictions  of  the  Whig  party. 

He  found  himself  suddenly,  unexpectedly,  in  the 
possession  of  power;  And  soon,  very  soon,  talked  his 
ingenuity  to  devise  plans  for  its  perpetuation  in 
himself  and  his  successor.  Surrounded  by  flatter- 
ers, he  greedily  inhaled  their  incense,  freely  offer- 
ed, to  gratify  at  once  his  vanity,  and  to  administer 
to  their  own  advancement.  Pleased  with  the  rat- 
tles with  which  his  maiden  ambition  was  tickled, 
new  visions  of  glory  fl^Ued  before  his  bewildered 
fancy,  and  new  hopes  swelled  his  tiny  heart  to  the 
very  verge  of  bursting.  With  a  promptitude  com- 
mensurate with  the  energy  of  his  character  and  the 
magnitude  of  his  towering  genius,  he  issued  to  the 
admiring  sycophants  of  his  cortege  the  sic  volo  of 
his  deliberations,  and,  in  the  stem  language  of  a 
second  Cato,  thundered  forth  the  terrific  fiat — "I>e- 
lenda  est  Carthago  f" 

The  decree  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig 
party  was  promulged  from  ihe  palace,  and  his 
faithful  vassals  were  charged  with  its  execution. 
This  decree  became  necessary  to  effect  his  object. 
The  "one  term"  principle— a  principle  which  I 
trust  is  now  permanently  incorporated  into  the 
Whig  creed — presented  an  insuperable  barrier  to 
his  re-election.-  That  re-election  could  only  be  ef- 
fected by  a  new,  a  third,  a  Tvler  party,  to  be 
composed  of  a  portion  of  the  Wnig  party  and  the 
"odds  and  endr'  of  all  parties. 

Sir,  had  the  President  been  left  to  himself  I 
doubt  not  that  he  would  have  proved  true  to  his 
principles,  to  his  countrv,  and  to  his  party.  But, 
most  unfortunately  for  him,  for  his  countrv,  and  for 
the  Whig  party,  he  became  the  dupe,  and  perhaps 
the  willing  dupe,  of  more  experienced  plotters  and 
contrivers. 

Sir,  I  have  them  in  my  eye.  In  fancy  I  see  the 
conspirators  against  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  welfare  of  the  parW  to  whose  confidence 
and  partiality  they  owe  all  their  political  conse- 
quence, stealing,  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  the 
assigned  place  of  rendezvous,  ashamed  that  the 
blessed  lignt  of  heaven  should  look  out  upon  their 
baseness.  Starting,  like  guilty  things,  at  the  echo 
of  their  own  footsteps,  with  cautious  tread  they 
stealthily  approach  the  Executive  mansion.  I  see 
the  prime  mover  of  the  plotr-^the  Catiline  of  the 
group.  His  once  majestic  form,  enshrining  a  spirit 
that  might  have  out-paragoned  the  world,  is  now 
crouching,  in  very  shame  of  its  degraded  position, 
in  the  ante-chamber  of  power.  His  once  noble 
brow,  on  which  the  Almighty  had  impressed  the 
signet  of  greatness,  is  now  wrinkled  by  the  force 
ofcontenoing  emotions.  That  voice,  which  erst 
thrilled  through  the  hearts  of  grave  Senators  and 
admiring  millions,  and  which,  when  the  battle 
waxed  the  hottest,  was  heard  high  over  all.  cheer- 
ing on  his  brave  companions  to  the  onslaught,  with 
the  spirit-stirring  appeal,  "once  more  to  the  breach, 
dear  friends,  once  more,"  is  now  subdued  into  hur- 
ried and  mvsterious"  whispers.  It  is  the  voice  of 
Caesar  on  nis  sick  bed,  "Titinius,  give  me  some 
drink,"  and  not  the  voice  of  Caesar  at  the  head  of 
his  conquering  legions. 

In  clairvoyance,  I  watch  with  no  little  anxiety 
the  portentous  movements  of  the  gang,  threatening 
consequences  banefhl  to  the  well-being  of  that  de- 
voted partv  which  had  so  recentlv  elevated  them  to 
f>lace,  and  hurled  from  *power  the  men  who  had 
ong  wallowed  in  corruption,  and  fattened  ofi  spoils 
wrung  from  the  hands  of  honest  but  paralyzea  in- 
dustry. Hist!  Again  I  see  thtm!  They  now 
emerge  from  the  security  of  their  skul king-place. 
Under  the  ^idance  of  the  lurid  glare  of  a  blue 
light,  throwing  its  sickly  rays  on  the  blanched 
cheeks  of  its  b^rer,  they  move  with  noiseless  pace, 
in  gloomy  procession,  towards  the  imperial  closet. 
At  Its  door,  in  mockery  of  majesty,  and  in  derision 
of  greatness,  stands  the  trembling  subject  of  their 
adulation,  the  object  of  their  wiles,  and  the  instru- 
ment of  their  ambillon;  and  most  cordially  are  they 
welcomed  to  his  embrace. 


At  a  coalition  so  unholy,  and  formed  with  pur- 
poses, the  execution  of  which  would  prove  so  dead- 
Iv  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  to  tne  welfare  of 
tne  nation, — even  the  goddess  of  mischief  and  dis- 
cord, who  had  watched  their  movements  with  no 
little  concern,  and  who  was  then  flapping  her  ra- 
ven wing  with  unwonted  delight,  veiled  her  face 
in  confusion  and  disgust. 

What  transpired  in  the  c!oset,  though  chronicled 
by  the  tutelar  deity  ol  the  place,  (her  of  the  black 

Einion,)  has  not  yet  been  promulged.  Its  record, 
owever,  is  carefully  preserved  by  its  faithful  cus- 
todier. She  took  it  with  her  to  her  abiding-place; 
and  it  may  be  found  in  the  archives  of  hell,  in  the 
same  pigeon-hole  containing  the  correspondence  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  a  notable  personage,  whose 
memory  has  come  down  to  us  leaded  with  infa- 
my, and  who,  in  co- fraternity  with  the  heroes  of  my 
vision,  will  descend  to  posterity  a  stench  in  the  nos- 
trils of  its  latest  generation. 

Now,  sir,  although  I  may  not  speak  from  the  rec- 
ord of  the  plottings  of  the  closet,  1  may  infer,  from 
the  acts  and  doings  of  one  of  the  cabal,  at 
least,  the  plan  of  operations  by  which  the  disrup- 
tion of  the  Whi^  party  was  to  be  accomplished, 
and  also  the  price  to  be  paid  to  that  distinguished 
gentleman  for  his  continuance  in  office. 

Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  indubitable  history,  that  in 
no  one  has  a  United  States  bank  found  a  more  imi- 
form,  able,  and  eloquent  advocate  than  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Up  to  April,  1841^ 
there  is  no  evidence  that  his  opinions  had  under- 
gone the  slightest  change  on  that  subject. 

It  is  equally  well  known,  (certainly  to  many 
members  of  this  House,)  that,  during  the  pendency 
of  the  bank  bill  before  Congress,  at  its  called-ses- 
sion,  the  Secretary  was  busily  engaged  in  the  exer- 
tion of  his  all-powerful  influence  upon  members, 
to  give  the  "go-by"  to  the  measure— promising  to 
present,  at  the  next  regular  session,  a  plan  of  cur- 
rency and  finance  which  should  meet  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  Whig  party,  and  the  expectations 
of  the  country. 

How  faithfully  he  has  redeemed  tfaut  pledge,  and 
with  what  favor  his  plan,  which  was  to  have  come 
to  us  pure  and  perfect  as  Tritonia  from  the  brain 
of  Jove,  has  been  received  by  the  House,  let  the 
voices  of  some  eighteen  gentlemen  onlv  in  favor  of 
the  Secretary's  **manstrum  horrenduw*  of  a  Gov- 
ernment Uuak  fmany  of  whom.  I  understand, 
would  have  voted  in  the  negative  nad  the  question 
been  on  the  bill  itself)  answer  to  the  coimtry. 

Instead  of  standing  by  his  prindples  with  the 
firmness  of  a  patriot,  and  with  a  self-eacrificing 
devotion  to  the  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  the  Secretary  became  the  btmible  apolo- 

gist  of  John  Tyler'sdelinquency— ay,andof  hisim- 
ecility  too.    What  had   become  of  his  vaimted 
boast  that  the  pillars  of  the  Capitol 

"Should  riy 
From  their  flrQi  bate  mmod  m  IV* 

Sir,  like  the  courase  of  Bob  Acres,  when  the  hour 
of  trial  came,  all  bis  firmness  and  all  his  patriot- 
ism "oozed  out  at  the  ends  of  his  fingers."  It  seems 
that  the  fear  of  the  loss  of  place,  like  a  spectre,  has 
haunted  him  in  all  his  out-goipgs  and  in-comings. 
Sir,  had  he  assumed  towardS  the  President  the  port 
and  bearing  of  a  man  resolved  to  go  for  the  eoimtry 
at  all  hazards,  mauere  all  personal  and  private 
considerations.  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  at  this 
moment  the  whig  banner  would  be  proudly  flout- 
ing the  breeze  in  every  direction.  But  the  closet 
scene  had  been  enacted,  and  it  was  no  longer  any 
part  of  his  purpose  to  act  the  honest,  faithful,  and 
fearless  counsellor  of  the  President.  The  dignified 
and  lofty  minister  of  state  had  dwindled  down 
into  the  mere  sycophant  and  parasite. 

I  have  said  that  the  record  of  the  compact  has 
not  been  promulged.  But  I  will  hazard  the  con- 
jecture, that  the  high  contracting  parties,  for  good 
and  sufficient  considerations  them  thereunto  mov- 
ing, resolved  that,  so  far  as  they  had  the  power, 
John  Tyler  should  be  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  the  political  world  should  be  turn- 
ed tipside  down;  that  quiet  should  be  thrown  into 
confusion,  harmony  into  discord,  and  order  into 
chaos.  The  Whig  temple,  with  its  stately  pilhirs 
and  splendid  capitals,  reared  with  so  much  toil  and 
care,  and  standing  forth  a  model  of  political  beauty 
and  of  strength,  was  to  be  razed  to  the  earth;  and 
from  its  disjointed  materials,  aided  by  cross-ties 
dug  fVom  the  ruins  of  the  Locofoco  Heiculaneum 
deluged  by  the  molten  lava  of  the  revolution  of 
1840.  was  to  be  constructed  a  new  edifice,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  use  of  John  the  Third,  President  in  hi^ 
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own  right  in  1B45,  and  ihen  to  pass  to  his  snccessor, 
Daniel  the  First. 

Sir,  it  is  mv  firm  and  honest  belief  that  considera- 
tions other  than  those  connected  \riih  the  import- 
ance and  delicacy  of  oar  relations  with  England 
bad  overpowering  weight  with  the  President  in 
retaining  Mr.  Webster  in  ihe  cabinet.  He  saw 
that  a  storm  was  in  preparation;  and,  alihoagh  at 
the  time  the  clond  in  the  political  horizon  was  no 
bigffer  than  a  man's  hand,  he  felt  that  it  woald 
rapidly  increase,  and  that,  ere  long,  the  little  speck 
would  become  a  desolating  tempest.  He  wished 
for  strength,  for  support,  lor  allies,  to  enable  him 
to  weather  the  storm.  And  who  at  the  North  could 
give  him  more  efficient  aid  than  the  man  who,  to 
talents  of  the  very  highest  order,  nnited  in  an  emi- 
netit  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Whig 
partyl  His  ineans  of  mischief  were  in  a  ratio  com- 
poanded  of  those  talents,  of  that  respect  and  confi- 
dence. Leaning  on  the  pillars  of  his  mighty  repu- 
tation, whi«h  had  cost  him  years  of  unremitted  toil 
to  erect,  the  Secretary  vainly  fancied  that  his  fall ' 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  hnman  power.  Vain  il- 
lusion! Among  the  honest  and  sturdy  Whig  sons 
of  the  North,  so  far  as  my  acquaintance  extends, 
he  stands  almost  desolate  and  alone,  still  majes- 
tic in  the  ruins  of  his  own  creation.  Like  the 
strong  man,  he  has  madly  seized  hold  of  the  gran- 
ite colamns  of  his  own  rair  fame;  but,  unlike  him, 
he  has  buried  with  himself  neither  friends  nor 
foes  beneath  the  ruins. 

The  more  recent  conduct  of  the  Secretary  well 
warrants  me  in  drawing  conclusions  unfavorable 
to  the  purity  of  motive  which  prompted  his  contin- 
uance in  the  cabinet,  and  his  labors  (o  defeat  a  na- 
tional bank.  I  will  not  here  inquire  whether  the 
President,  in  retaining  Mr.  Webster  about  his  per- 
son, calculated  upon  his  influence  in  the  Senate — a 
place  wheTe  he  was  weak,  and  where,  in  regard  to 
conftrmation  of  nominatiouh,  strength  was  highly 
desirable.  Taking  into  view  the  character  of  the 
parties,  and  the  nature  and  object  of  the  coalition, 
n  is  highly  probable  that  the  potent  influence  of  the 
Secretary  was  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol.  Has  an  attempt  been  made 
to  exert  that  influence*?  If  so,  ic  has  most  signally 
failed.  The  Whig  plortioa  of  the  American  Sen- 
ate, in  the  sternness  of  conceded  virtue,  and  in  the 
grandeur  of  unsuspected  patriotism,  with  no  stain 
of  distrust  resting  on  the  purity  of  its  purpose,  or 
the  constancy  of  its  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
the  party  which  it  so  ably  represents,  presents  a 
spectacle  challenging  the  respect,  the  confidence, 
and  the  admiration  of  the  world.  There,  Execu- 
tive influence  has  been  powerless:  here,  too,  it  has 
been  nearly  so.  The  sum  total  of  Executive  re- 
emits  from  the  Whigs  in  Congress  amounts  to 
eome  four  or  ^7t^  all  told.  If  my  colleague  from 
the  Otsego  district  has  inscribed  nis  name  on  the 
roster  of  "the  corporal's  guard,**  it  may  swell  up  to 
six.  How  far  the  appointments  of  Locofocos  to 
office  generally,  or  the  appointments  of  family  con- 
BczioBs  of  Locofoco  members  of  Congress  in  par- 
ticular, or  the  promises  of  appointments  (if  such 
promises  have  been  made)  to  Locofoco  members 
tlj^meelveifj  to  be  made  in  future,  may  have  influ- 
eneed  the  course  of  the  ultra  Democracy  on  this 
floor,  I  take  it  not  upon  myself  to  say.  That  these 
appointments  and  promises  have  \n  nosmall  degree 
sunened  the  fierocity  of  Locofoco  attacks,  speeches 
of  gentlemen  might  be  cited  in  proof. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kbnnbdt]  not  long  since  condescended,  in  a  strain 
alike  complimentary  to  the  intellect  and  good  na- 
ture of  the  President,  to  speak  of  him  as  '*a  good 
old  soul!"  What  a  biting  sarcasm!  Words  of 
foulness  and  contempt  \  A  good  old  soul,  forsooth  ! 
Ay,  when  wielding  the  veto  club  to  cleave  down 
the  Whig  party,  a  "good  old  sonl  I"  But,  in  his 
recommendation  of  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury, 
the  "good  old  soul"  has  passed  the  vanishing  pgint. 
When  appointing  Locotocos  to  office,  a  dear,  "good 
old  fcoulr  hut.  in  retaining  Mr.  Webster  in  his 
cabinet,  he  is  the  incarnation  of  the  evil  spirit  him- 
self. What  a  President,  and  what  a  eulogist !  The 
encomiastic  satire  of  the  one  is  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  the  political  profligacy  and  ingrained 
stupidity  of  the  other. 

I  have  spoken  of  executive  influence.  This  in- 
fluence may  be  beneficent  or  malign.  Thus  far,  the 
eonduct  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  guard 
may  be  attributed  to  the  former.  Up  to  this  period, 
I  have  neither  the  right  nor  disposition  to  impugn 
tbeir  motives.  There  may  be  doubters  and  skep- 
tics on  this  subject;  from  snch  let  me  invoke  for  the 


gentlemen  of  the  "guard"  the  charily  of  their 
silence.  Wait  for  the  developments  of^  time — the 
great  trier  of  things  and  of  men.  Wait  till  the  4th 
of  March,  1845.  If  that  day  shall  find  them  in  this 
place,  representing,  with  ibeir  well-known  ability, 
the  interests  of  their  constituents;  or.  bavins  been 
dismissed  the*  public  service  here,  ilshatl  fina  Ihem 
mingling  among  the  masses:  or,  if  that  day  shall 
find  their  shoulders  unsoiled  by  the  robes  of  office, 
— then  may  those  who,  from  motives  of  pru(i6Bce, 
now  practise  non-committalism,  award  to  (l;)em 
their  unqualified  approbation— so  far,  at  Jeasl^.^s 
motive  is  concerned. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  by  this  good  time  the  eyes  of  the 
Whigs  of  the  country  are  fuUv  open  to  a  just  ap- 
preciation of  the  motives  and  the  noanagementof 
those  who  have  betrayed  them,  and  m^de  ihe  vain 
eflbrt  to  sell  them  to  the  suppoj:t  of  tjbie  President. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  FanenilJIall  speech, 
there  were  no  doubt  some  (perhaps  many)  Whigs 
who  cherished  the  hope  that  Mr.  Webster  would 
return  to  the  fold  from  which  ambition  in  a  fatal 
moment  had  tempted  him^  wander.  They  thought 
of  his  Herculean  intellect  and  of  his  indomi«i£le 
spirit  when  fighting  in  the  Senate  the  battles  of  con- 
stitutional li^rty;  and  they  were  slow  to  believe 
that  he  had  leA  the  camp  of  the  faithful,  to  form  a 
lasting  alliance  with  a  crooked,  perverse,  and  cm- 
circumcised  generation.  But,  sir,  that  speech  ex- 
tinguished the  last  hope  of  his  few  remaining 
friends. 

Those  who  believed  that  his  efforts  to  defeat  a  na- 
tional bank  were  ^prompted  by  considerations  of 
anxiety  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Whig 
party,  of  the  position  in  which  a  veto  would  place 
the  President  towards  that  party,  and  the  efi*ect  of 
that  position  on  that  peace  and  harmony — those 
who  believed  that  his  continuance  in  the  cabinet 
resulted  solely  from  a  conviction  that  he  could  there 
best  serve  the  country,  by  conducting  to  a  success- 
ful termination  our  negotiations  with  England — 
were  compelled  then  to  admit  that  they  had  ex- 
tended to  him  a  charity  which  he  did  not  merit. 
Then  it  was  that  the  painful  reality  of  his  tergiver- 
sation was  fully  realized.  Then  it  was,  reviewing 
the  ^^iout  ensenibW^  of  the  Secretary's  course,  that 
they  discovered  that  ambition  and  the  love  of  place, 
more  than  love  of  country,  had  counselled  him  to  re- 
main in  a  cabinet  from  which  his  hi^bminded,  pure, 
and  honored  colleagues  had  retired  m  disgust.  And 
the  honorable  Secretary  was  not  content  to  remain 
in  his  degraded  position  in  silence.  To  evince  his 
sub^rviency  to  the  President,  as  a  volunteer  he 
appears  in  the  public  prints,  and  miblushingly  her- 
alds to  the  world  not  only  his  want  of  sensibility 
to  insult,  and  of  manhood  to  resent  and  repel  it,  but 
his  fixed  determination  to  remain  in  power,  not- 
withstanding all  the  contumely  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  heaped  upon  him  and  his  late  associates. 

In  his  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, under  date  of  13th  September,  1841,  he 
informs  us  "that  he  had  seen  no  sufficient  reason 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet  by  the  volim- 
lary  act  of  its  own  members." 

Sir,  theSecretary's  optics  were  not  usually  sharp. 
His  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  glare  of  the  premier- 
ship in  present  possession,  and  of  the  presidential 
coronet  in  the  distance.  He  is  a  Yankee— belong- 
ing to  that  tribe  famed  for  its  coolness  of  calcula- 
tion, especially  in  all  matters  of  pecuniary  and  per- 
sonal thrift.  Sir,  1  will  not  intimate  that  the  Yan- 
kees are  not  as  sensitive  lo  attacks  upon  their  honor 
as  others — such  an  intimation  w(tuld  dishonor  my 
own  father,  and  all  my  kindred;  but  the  Secreiary 
seems  to  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  bis 
caste.  The  allip^ator  is  not  devoid  of  sensiii  ven&ss; 
but  it  is  impervious  to  assault  and  the  hunter's  at- 
tempts to  reach  it  are  vain.  The  rebounding  balls 
of  his  enemy  demonstrate  the  impenetrable  na- 
ture of  the  coat  of  mail  with  which  nature  has 
protected  him. 

'  The  influence  of  the  Secretary  over  the  Presi- 
dent is  said  to  be  second  to  that  of  no  other  gentle- 
man; but  he  remains  here,  "calm  as  a  summer's 
morning,"  the  quiet  and  pleased  spectator  of  the 
persecution  for  oi)in ion's  sake  which  the  fatuitou^ 
rage  of  the  President  inflicts  upon  his  ci-devarU 
brethren. 

What  cares  he  that  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  thou 
sands  of  others— good  men;  honest,  faithful,  and 
capable  public  servants — are  rudely  ejected  from 
office,  for  no  cause  other  than  that  of  an  attachment 
to  Mr.  Clay,  to  make  room  for  the  hypocritical  ne- 
ophytes to  Tylerism,  so  long  as  he  continues  quiet- 
ly to  gnaw  the  bone  of  officel 


Sir,  the  President  exacts  from  his  dependanls  a 
strict  execution  of  the  condition  of  the  haud^^bongk 
it  may  consist  in  (he^rform^ce  of  service*  iam 
which  a  well  regulated  ind  patriotic  spirit,  wo^ 
revolt.  The  S^ecret^ry  ^as  becoming^i^eri»ied 
it  the  enjoyment  o^  $nglor(ous  ease  at  Washii^st^ 
an  iiixportant  c1ei:t^otl  x^as  ^bouV  >o  take  place  ia 
jyfkssachusetis;  he  wa^  therefore  orderea"hT  te 
taskmaster  .to  gird  on'ih^  ^r^6f,  fft  wluch,  Jffcae- 
other  Coeur  de  Ljon,  he,  ted  so  ofl^  n^et  and  f^»- 
qufshed  the  J^alwairtjknigh'ti  oJC  tjhe  ulli^.pteiocta- 
cy— to  tiouch  his  uii4)p(lue7;ed  lathee  i^gjUJxA  Jui 
pnce  confiding  andjeeniferQus^llie?. 

The  same  jbho'Tyi^c  xf^o,  in  liis  ipaiifiiral  ad- 
dress, proclajtn^d*  that  "he  wottld  remove  sain- 
cvinAbenf  from  o|Sce  Who  ha.<  taithfqlly  and  toi- 
esJ.iy  acquitted  hfmselfof  the  duties  of  his  olBi», 
except  he  ha.<  been  guilty  of  ab  active  parUsaDship, 
or  by  secret  tneans— the  less  triwily*  and  iherefiare 
the  more  objectionable— has  ^iven  nig  infloa|£e  to 
the  purposes  of  party,  thereby  bringing  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government  in  coiifllci  "with  the  ire^don 
pr  elections;"— this  saqse  political  popCi  who,  ad  the 
26ih  of  September,  issned  from  the  yatlcan  apooi- 
pous  bull,  tnreatening  decapitation  to  executive 
officers  who  "had  violated  the  obligations  vhieh 
ihey  impliedly  assumed  on  taking  office  under 
(my)  his  administration,  of  abstaining  from  asy 
active  partisanship,  or  in  any  way  connecting  their 
offices  with  parly  politics,  or  using  them  for  party 
purposes;"— ine same  John  Tyler  nnblushinsly  com- 
missioned hi3  prime  minister  to  desecrate  t&e  "cra- 
dle of  liberty,"  tnanlt  the  Whigs  of  the  old  Bay 
State,  and  aid  in  the  achievement  of  m  Leeofooo 
tnumph'in  that  venerable  and  patriotic  Cooraran- 
wea  Ith!  Who  can  compare  this  nkase  of  the  Pnes- 
ident  to  the  office-holders,  with  the  eleetioBeenng 
tour  of  his  Secretary,  and  not  feel  a  cootesBpt  alike 
for  master  and  for  mant  I  know  not  which  most 
to  abhor — the  base  hypocrisy  of  the  Presideoc,  or 
the  mean  servility  of  the  minister. 

And  thus,  in  this  green  morning  of  our  national 
existence,  for  the  first  time  has  been  exhibited  to  the 
astonished  view  of  the  American  people  the  re^ 
yoking  spectacle  of  a  political  crusade  of  a  Sec- 
retary of  State  against  the  peace  and  integrity  of  the 
party  which  elevated  him  to  office,  attended  wiih 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  official  pageantry,  and  with 
the  delivery  of  a  panisan  speech  by  this  same  Sec- 
retary, as  destitute  of  taste  and  of  power  as  it  was 
insulting  to  the  "good  men  and  trn^'  who  were 
doomed  to  witness  the  degradatioti  of  their  once 
beloved  orator. 

Sir,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the  Secretary 
would  give  all  the  wealth  of  all  the  Indies  to  have 
every  trace  of  that  speech  blotted  from  the  recol- 
lection of  his  countrymen.  Would  to  God  X  cooid 
throw  over  it  the  thick  mantle  of  oblivior,  and  le- 
place  its  unhappy  author  on  the  proud  pinnacle  he 
occupiec^n  tne  4th  of  March,  lo41 1  Vain  wuht 
The  recording  angel  has  performed  his  office:  an 
ocean  of  penitential  tears  cannot  efface  the  record. 
There  will  it  stand,,  through  all  time,  a  monument 
of  the  frailly  and  folly  of  human  greatness. 
.  What  must  have  been  the  anguish  of  feeling  of 
men  like  Abbott  Lawrence,  when  the  mendicant 
orator^  af\er  referring  to  many  offices  in  the  cu9> 
toms  filled  with  Whigs,  and  to  the  mission  to&ig- 
land,  so  ab  y  filled  by  an  accomplished  scholar  ami 
statesman — all  of  which  opposition  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Tyler  might  place  injeopardf— pite* 
ously  inquires,  "Where  do  the  Whigs  inteim  lo 
place  rael    Where  am  I  to  go!" 

Here,  again,  the  fear  of  the  loss  of  office— the 
necessary  result,  in  this  reign  of  terror,  of  a  foiihfnl 
adherence  to  principle — is  most  plainly  developed. 
Sir,  had  there  been  in  that  assemblage  one  true, 
honest,  and  frank  friend  of  the  inquiring.  Secre- 
tary, he  would,  in  response,  have  cited  him  to  tlM 
5th  verse  of  the  27th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  and, 
in  the  spirit  of  pity  and  of  mercy,  would  have  rec- 
ommended to  him  the  example  of  bis  great  proto- 
type, recorded  in  the  verse  referred  to  by  the  &ilh- 
ful  evangelist. 

A  great  man  guilty  of  ingratitude  to  his  friends, 
of  the  abandonment  of  bis  principles  for  the  sake 
of  office,  and  of  treachery  to  his  party,  can  find  a 
resting-place  only  in  ,the  grave.  There  may  his 
bones  and  his  faults  repose  together,  in  the  uncer- 
tain hope  that  the  hand  of  friendship  may  place  oa 
the  title-page  of  bis  biography  the  charitable  max- 
im, "De  mortuis  nil  nui  banum"  Qot,  liviog,  ia 
vain  may  he  invoke  the  charity  of  the  world.  Bi 
cannot  escape  the  daily  reproaches  of  fnendikb 
betrayed,  of  faith  violated,  and  paifiotisai  optiigS^ 
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bitiM  MiigB«iiBt>(  Sari^ra,  *baald  b«  '■Uke  the 
Dtaftef  ll»iiBoraiDig',al]<t  fly  lo  ike  uUeTmoei  rails 
of  M  Ma,"  even  ibuvwUl  ibe  Toice  orTiolaied  ob- 
linilan  reach  him,  and  nighilr  disinrtt  ibe  repo« 
2  Ma  bed-chamber. 

Tte  mqnirf,  "Wbere  aiu  I  to  goV  aeemi  lo  haFc 
bi^.madeiD  utsspirilaldeprecauny  aMicipaiion. 
Tlw4ih  of  March,  1846^  will  aooa  arriTfl.  Then, 
M  •nrnith  and  bioernesa  ol  soal.will  he  make  the 
a«Be  inqaury.  Aui  the  apiiii  of  propbec;  need  sot 
btibroked  to  iodhe  tbe  antweT. 

Tien  -win  rwh  npoa  blm,  vith  ■fflictii'e  and 
icmi.rtndmg  force,  Ihe/ri^ful  reeolleclioiis  of  the 
FMt.tsdpaiBfiilfnrabodiDgaofthefanira,  Though 
no*  ffliUerlBg  in  ihe  pride  of  place,  tbe  sntjeci  of 
Jacanlaaa  flauerj  and  of  faoUow  retpect,  then  be 
willflod  "ftODe.Bopoaf  todohimreTerence." 
-  Aad  now,  the-SFereiaty,  haviog  fulfilled  his  po- 
litieal  anbasfy,  no  dontK  enjoys  with  iDfinite  gtul 
tin  ftaita«f  his  tieachetr,  in  wilnesafng  Ihe  ebair 
«rtb«Baneoclci  defiled  (if  an  nttra  Democivt— 
(he  abettot  of  lerolotlons,  the  hrro  of  clambakes, 
•ad  Ibe  inatigator  ol  a  rebellion  which  threaTcneil 
U  Wrap  a  BcighborlDg  State  in  flamet,  and  del- 
nge  it  with  Mood. 

Bnt  I  mosl  part  with  tbe  hoDorable  Becrfl8t7.„ 
W«eaald  bave  better  spared  a  better  min.  But 
ha  has  Kone;  and  peace  to  his  poljtical  ashrst  ll 
belOngB  not  lo  me  to  write  bis  epitaph^  An  honeti, 
^Hotie,  and 'betrayed  pany,  and  a  deserled  coun- 
■wyjlrtll,  in  tfaiirown  propor  lime,  inscribe  on  his 
haMfltHle  an  appropriate  ''hic  jicet," 

"Aft*  words  more,  however,  before  final  leave- 
*kttK.  Sir  the  impndence  of  the  Farieoil  Halt 
tftetk  is  Id  keeping  with  all  ihe  circumstances  ntt- 
d(r  which  il  was  delireied.  Men  of  bfph  landing 
aadeXaltnlin;rih--MBson,  Russell,  Qui ncy,  Otis, 
■Sallonstan,  Lawrence,  and  others— had  siisembleU 
U  greet  their  old  friend,  and  to  hear  from  his  lips 
ibe  words  of  coDSolation  and  of  hope.  And  what 
did  Ibey  hear!  Was  their  drooping  courage 
aRMed,  to  engage  with  fresh  vigor  in  the  battle 
Ihni  abonitobe  looghl  in  Massac  h  naeita  beiwepn 
lb*  Wbtes  and  their  old  restless  and  implacable  en- 
eaiinl  Were,  they  urged  lo  the  contest  by  that 
Toioe  wbicb  to  ol\en  had  cheered  ihem  on  to  vic- 
toryl  No,  sir,  nmhing  like  this.  They  were 
eOMpellcd  to  listen  lo  a  speech  made  ap  of  self- 
'.Clmflaalion  ot  the  orator;  of  his  apprehenMODs  of 
W  of  ofBce,  if  be  contiDued  firm  to  his  Whig 
pilDclplei^  and  of  insolent  and  unmerited  rebake 
of  Ut  haajers.  In  tbe  person  of  Abbott  Lawrence, 
'''a  before  him,  wai  the  ebairnan  of  the  Massa. 


Qavemor  of  the  State.  He  and  _  . 
the  convention  were  denounced  fur  their  virtue  and 
IndeDendenee,  in  declaring  to  the  world  a  Snal  sep- 
araihin  between  tbe  Whigs  of  tbe  old  Bay  State 
and  their  recreant  Fresidect.  Theit  right  to  utter 
tbeee  sentiments  was  challenged  and  denied;  and 
Ibey  were  insultingly  told  that  they  were  sent  to  the 
convention  fur  no  such  purpose. 

In  imitation  of  all  similai  canrentions,  they  had 
adopted  resi^uiioQs  expressive  of  theiropinions  of 
public  tnen  and  public  measures;  and  for  this  cx- 

KBJon  they  received  at  ibe  hands  of  the  arrogant 
rciary  the  caatigaiion  of  his  censure. 
[Bfere  Mr.  Cuaa'shonr eipired.    Hegaveno 
lice  that  he  n'ould  write  out  the  balance  of  his  re- 
marlis.   He  intended,  if  lime  had  peitaitted,  lo  have 
said  something  tike  the  following:] 

And,  >>ir,  it  was  not  sufficient  that  the  elicellcnt 
gentlemen  referred  to  were  thns  grossly  insulted  in 
pnbUc  by  an  impudent,  Itinerant  Secretary;  but  two 
ofibem — AbbotiLBWrence,BDdiny  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  so  ably  represents  the  Essex 
district,  [Mr.  SiLTONrriLL,)  and  who,  by  his  gen- 
uine moral  and  political  £rmnes3,  has  endeared 
hinuelf  to  every  Whig  in  the  Union — were  selected 
by  the  Secretary  as  tbe  peculiar  subjects  of  ridicule 
and  lampoon.  They  were  caricatured  In  the  col- 
amni  of  the  coart  jonrnal  under  the  eontrol  of 
Tyler,  Webster,  &  Co  in  the  following  article, 
nnder  the  date  of  Oct.  13, 1843; 

"McMrs.  Winter  and  Cnshing,  it  seems,  bare 
bem  gnilly  of  tbe  gross,  Ihe  enormous  offence  <if 
cenarug  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  where 
AbboU  Lawrence  presided,  and  which  Levereii 
Bahonatall  a  d  drexed.  . 

"Tha  Secretary  of  State  finding  fault  with  the  i 
dceisou  of  att  owner  of  spinning  jennies  and  s  i 
retailer  of  tapea  and  cotlonti  Ye  gods!  it  dah  /) 
Btntaa  me.  u  there  no  law  in  Boston  for  Kanda-  // 
In  napkBlBBl    No  coBsidaraiiDa  of  tbe  dectn-  jj 


ciesof  stBttool  Boxon  can  be  correct  Boston  no 
longer,  if  she  allows  an  individual  of  mere  inlellec- 
laal  notoriety  and  some  slight  political  standing, 
to  publicly  admonish— 4>ay,  censure,  'berate  and  be- 
labor,'(those  are  the  very  words) — a  man  whose  vatt 
mind  has  brm  deeply  engaged  in  ihe  coloring  ot 
cloths,  and  whoso  arithmetical  science  is  so  pro- 
foundly available.  And  Caleb  Gushing  belabors 
Leverett  Saltonsiain  Lajm  nevaut  poi  lac/mn- 
lUUi  i.  e-  tbe  man  who  can  hunt  down  an  antler  of 
ten,  belittles  his  repatation  t^  knocking  over  a  poor 
UMrHt." 

Whether  the  same  number  of  the  paper  contain. 
ed  the  assertion  that  the  Faneoil  Hall  speech  and 
General  Srott's  letter  had  "pur  an  end'to  Clay's 
prospecLi,"  or  whether  it  contained  the  annuncia- 
tion of  ine  Whig  defeat  in  Georgia  in  capitals — 
"Thework  goes  bravelv  on!"  "l3real  dfstruclion 
of 'cooDS  in  Qeorgiat"— 1  do  not  at  this  moment  re- 
member. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  an  expression  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  with  Mr.  Webster  subjects  the  most 
pure  and  inlellFgent  merchants  andsiatesmen  of  Ihe 
country  to  the  libald  scot^  and  sneers  of  a  man 
who  Is  nnworthy  to  unloose  the  latchet  of  their 

Were  there  not  in  that  convention  those  whose 
hearts  throbbed  wfih  indignant  emotion  at  this  inso- 
lent assumption  of  ministerial  prerogatlvel  If 
there  were  nM,  then,  indeed,  baa  the  blood  of  their 
revolutionary  sires,  of  their  Hancock,  and  of  their 
Adamii,  ceased  to  flow  in  the  veins  of  their  tie- 
Sir,  I  will  not  impute  to  these  excellent  men 
Ihe  slightest  Insensibility  to  insnh;  and  I  haznrd 
little  in  saying  that,  could  the  Secrelary  havel[»k- 
ed  into  the  recenses  of  their  tortured  bosoms,  while 
lisleninc  to  this  outpouring  of  vanity,  egotism,  and 
venom,  he  woald  have  discovered  a  conflict  of  emo- 
tions in  which  contempt  and  indignation  were 
struggling  for  the  mastery. 

And  here  I  must  take  leave  of  the  honorable 
Secretary;  and,  in  so  doing,  let  me  commend  lo  his 
attention  the  fable  of  Ihe  kind-hearted  husbendiuan 
and  the  frozen  adder.  Sir,  I  leave  him  to  pondei 
on  its  moral,  and  draw  from  it  what  consolation  be 

But  Ihe  honorable  Secretary,  though  pre-eminent, 
stands  not  alone  in  the  deformity  in  which  ingrati- 
tude end  treachery  have  clothed  him.  In  the  per- 
son of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  hesfonnda  wil-* 
ling,  ifnotan  ellicient  coadjutor.  Though  he  may 
not  successfully  compete  frith  him  in  inlellectuel 
sirene>h,he  may  aspire,  with  nohnmble  pretension, 
to  a  fair  portion  of  the  honors  with  which  insensi- 
bility, cold-he  a  Tied  n  ess,  sordid  ambition,  and  Is- 
cariotisDi  adorn  their  jiossessors.  To  a  bead  ot  no 
ioconsiderable  strength  and  clearness,  he  joins  a 
heart  cased  in  triple  steel,  and  re^onilve  alore  lo 
tbe  calls  of  self  aggrandizement.  Untiring  in  ap- 
plication, and  prompt  in  mantEuvre,  he  watches, 
with  cat-like  intensity,  the  rFvoluitonsof  Ihe  politi- 
cal wheel,  and,  careles  of  Ibe  power  that  propels  it, 
obtains  a  quiet  lodgment  in  in  topmost  bucket. 

Though  an  Issacharin  politics,  "crouchlngdown 
between  two  burdens'"  lo  effect  his  objects,  bis  great 
archt-lype  undoubtedly  is  Dan,  who,  in  the  pro- 
phetic language  of  ihe  dying  patriarch,  was  to  be 
''a  serpent  in  the  way,  an  adder  in  tbe  path,  biting 
the  horse's  heels,  so  that  his  rider  should  fall  back- 

Althopgh  the  honorable  the  Becreiary  of  War 
hasenicted  many  astounding  political  summersets, 
he  has  exhibited,  in  his  recent  demonstration  of 
ground  and  lofly  tumbling,  arapidliy  and  boldness 
of  movement,  a  snppleness  of  con  formation,  an  apt- 
itude fpr  juxtaposition,  and  a  Sipflappishness  of 
barlequiniT,  which  may  well  excite  the  anbound- 
ed  admiration  and  applauseof  the  most  accomplish- 
ed performers  in  the  ring. 

lo  September,  1S41.  the  Secretary,  indignant  at 
IheoDlrages  committed  by  tbe  President  upon  the 
honor  and  principles  of  the  Whig  party  in  New 
York  and  acting  upon  that  occasion  as  its  cham- 
pion, laoed  an  address  to  the  party,  appealing  to 
'beir  i-'iiired  patriotism  and  wounded  pride  to  meet 

» «oSS>» «  T'""  » '-I"'"  *«"  ';'«•') 

«(■  "niTEi'"  ..  •!  ijiB  nsnrpetions  and  treachery  of 
Id  pursuance  of  this  appeal,  the 
But  where  waslhe  bnming  and 
1.  Spencer.whose  voice  was  to  have 
mant  Whigs  from  their  leihargy, 
and  energy  into  their  chilled  veins, 
n  to  the  polls  at  the  election  then 
fl    Sir,  he  was  among  the  missing. 


To  tbesmnmofis  himself  had  Hsned,  there  was  eo- 
dorped  a  return  of  -non  est  nieenlw."  While.  In 
ubedienceloihatcall,  his  faithful  brethren  were  In 
cunaoltatibn  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  measnres 
best  calculated  to  advancB  tbe  best  Interests  of  the 
paity  andihe  countfy,  Mr,  Spencer,  like  a  cower- 
ingand  skulkingrulpril,  afraid  that  the  honest  sqd 
should  peer  out  opon  his  treason,  was  crouching 
in  a  dark  corner  of  a  dingy  room  at  Brown's,  in  ibis 
city,  taking  lessons  from  his  fngleman  in  the  art 
and  mystery  of  making  bows,  grimaces,  and  con- 
gees, which  might  be  acceptable  to  the  (enantofthe 
palace. 

Sir,  the  secretaryship  of  which  be  is  tbe  incnm- 
beal  wa.s  offered  to,  and  finally  conferred  upoo 
him,  for  tbe  sole  purpose  of  defeating  Ibe  Whigs 
in  the  election  reierred  lo.  The  wire- workers  at 
Washington  knew  their  man,  and  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  his  apostacy.  They  knew  him  to  be  the 
author  of  the  address,  and  iney  calculated  that  bis 
appolntmeni  wouliJ  lull  the  Whies  to  repose.  It 
was  intended  as  a  wet  blanket  for  the  Syracnae 

;  portlffnof 

foolishly)  ' 
prineiplos 
anu  lu  U13  party,  into  a  fatal  security.  It  wag  an 
artful  game,  most  foully,  wickedly,  and,  I  regret  (o 
add,  auccessfully  played.  The  Whig  party  in  tbe 
Stale  was  once  more  prostrated  at  the  feel  of  the 
Locofoco  Dagon— not  oy  the  power  of  open,  gener' 
ous  enemiei.  but  by  the  coldness  and  apathy  of  lis 
friends,  produced,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  defec- 
tion of  Spencer. 

Well  do  I  remember,  sir,  on  my  return  home, 
when  speaking  to  seme  of  my  Whig  constituents 
ot  the  recosancy  of  Mr.  Tyler,  that  I  was  rebnked, 
and  the  appointment  of  tbe  Secretary  was  referred 
to  in  proof  of  Ihe  President's  fidelity  lo  bis  party. 
Mr.  Spencer,  by  a  long  conrse  of  hvpocritlcal  pro- 
fession, had  tjecoraea  prominent  and  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Whig  par^  in  the  State;  and  many,  un- 
acquainted with  the  history  and  ihe  patofons  of  the 
man,  were  incredulous  to  the  suggestion  that  ha 
was  to  be  the  instrument  of  the  President  for  Ihe 
proMraiion  of  their  party  inthe  Empire  State.  Bnt 
the  delusion  has  vanished;  the  scales  have  fallen 
from  the  eyes  of  the  doubters,  and  he  is  now  pre- 
aemed  in  tne  bajd  and  naked  turpitude  of  bis  ctiar- 
Rcler,  He  has  performed  the  dirty  work  of  hli 
enployers,  and  is  now  here  receiving  his  reward, 
the  wages  of  political  iniquity,  Bnt,  sir,  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  that  he  no  longer  possesEo;  the  power  of 
mischief  to  the  Whigs  of  New  York.  The  lion's 
skin  has  been  torn  from  his  recreant  ihoo Id ers;  and 
be  stands  forth  a  hyena,  fattening  on  the  mutilated 
corpses  of  his  recent  friends.  Tbe  impotence  of 
his  last  recent  eQori  in  Ibe  service  of  his  master  ia 
Ibe  Slate  pf  New  York,  was  equalled  only  by  in 
mendacity  and  impodence.  In  my  judgment,  my 
colleague  was  right  when  he  told  as  tbe  otherday 
that,  so  far  from  having  aidedjjt  actually  injured 
his  (the  Locofoco)  party.  The  Whigs  had  beeoma 
familiar  with  his  duplicity,  and  were  not  again  In 
be  the  subjects  of  his  impositions.  A  few  more 
snch  efforts  wontd  have  aroused  the  Whiga 
throughout  the  State  to  a  general  and  triumphant 
rally. 

To  Ihe  close  observing  portion  of  the  Whig 
party,  no  evidence  of  Mr,  Spencer's  defection  wiB 
wanted,  other  than  that  furnished  by  bis  acceptance 
of  a  placetn  acabinet  from  which  had  been  ejected 
Crittenden,  Bell,  Granger,  and  Ewing— men  whom 
the  Whig  party  delighted  to  honor— men  in  whotta 
persons  iheeolire  whig  party  through  on  I  Ihe  coun- 
try bad  been  Insulted  by  a  fickle,  vacillating,  and 
imbecile  Eiecntive;  expelled,  because  they  would 
noi  compromise  their  principles,  and,  like  ihe  Sec- 

for  if     „ 

notable  and  dishonorable  exception)  resigned,  yet 
a  further  continuance  in  il  had  become  incompati- 
ble with  self-respect,  and  with  tbeir  duty  loiheir 
and  the  country.  No  true  Whig,  having  the 
■  for  himself  or  for  Whig  princi- 
ples, would  have  occnpied  a  place  from  wnleh  tbe 
pnlriolic  and  talented  Bell  had  bren  driven  for  his 
steadfast  devotion  to  those  principles. 

Sir,  the  labors  of  love  of  Mr.  Spencer  were  as 
nselCFUj  as  they  were  gratuitous  and  insulting;  and 
he  has  no  just  right  lo  join  bis  colleague  in  office 
and  in  guiU,  who  aideil  in  the  overtbiow-  of  tha 
Whigs  in  Massachnsetls,  in  shouting  psans  to  the 
triumphs  of  Locofncoi^m  in  the  State  ofNew  York, 
achieved  by  Aij  agency. 

It  ii  said,  hotvcver.thal  he  haa  contrived  to  im. 
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Thetxchequer — Mr.  Tafimadge, 


pose  ofi  the  soA  and  plastic  mind  of  his  confiding 
Excellency  the  belief  that  New  York  writhes  in  the 
revolting embraceis  of  the  ultra  Democracy,  through 
the  eflorts  of  his  faithful  minister.  1  doubt  it  not. 
And  I  doubt  not  that,  in  the  wassails  of  the  palace, 
some  insulated  recess  has  oAen  been  vocal  with  the 
voices  of  the  merry  trio  chanting  ho^annas  to  the 
conquerors  of  the  Whig  parly  and  the  despoilers  of 
their  country. 

Sir,  let  them  quaff  on  and  sing  on.  The  day  of 
fearful  retiibulion  will  soon  come.  Though  now 
high  in  power,  sparkling  in  its  sunshine  and  revel- 
ling in  its  enjoyments,  rest  assured,  sir,  that  their 
political  "damnation  slumbereth  not."  On  the  4th 
day  of  M^rch,  1845,  by  the  common  consent  of  all 
parties,  they  will  be  consigned  loa  political  pande- 
monium, where,  in  the  bo^m  of  a  restless  and  dis- 
appointed ambition,  "the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
lire  is  not  quenched." 

Sir,  amid  all  the  gloom  which  treachery  has 
thrown  around  the  Whig  party,  I  do  not  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  iis  recupeiaiive  energies  will 
marshal  it  to  the  field  in  J 844;  and  then,  as  in  1840, 
'  victory  will  again  perch  uppn  its  standard.  Let 
not  the  Locofoco  legions  "lay  the  flattering  unction 
to  their  souls"  that  thev  are  to  have  a  bloodless 
field.  No,  sir,  they  shall  have  war — war  tenvs  capu- 
lOj  in  all  its  honorable  forms,  and  with  all  its  con- 
suming fierceness — and  wagecf,  too,  with  a  spirit 
which  would  do  honor  to  the  most  chivalric  cam- 
paign of  1840. 

Under  the  banner  of  patriotism,  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  the  honest,  frank,  fearless,  and  patriotic 
"Hariy  of  the  West" — associated,  as  I  confidently 
trust  it  will  be,  with  the  name  of  a  Northern  gentle- 
man well  known  to  the  country  for  his  fearlessness, 
integrity,  and  indomitable  spirit,  and  under  which 
all  opposed  to  the  Robespierrean  Democracy,  be 
they  old  Whigs  or  new  Conservatives,  may  rally — 
the  Whig  party  will  again  take  the  field,  and  wage 
the  war  with  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  char- 
acterized the  triumphs  in  New  York  in  1838  and 
1839,  and  the  general  triumph  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  1840.  Under  such  a  banner,  and  with  such 
a  spirit,  we  shall  reconquer  the  laurels  of  which 
treachery  has  robbed  us,  and  again  attempt  (and, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  faithful  President,  success- 
fully attempt)  to  raise  the  country  from  the  horri- 
ble pit  of  Locofocoism,  and  place  it  on  the  rock  of 
solid  and  enduring  prosperity. 


SPEBCH  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
In  Senate  J  February  6, 1843.— On  the  exchequer. 

The  bill  "amendatory  of  the  several  acts  estab- 
lishing the  Treasury  Department"  being,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tali^madgb,  taken  up,  he  proceeded 
to  address  the  Senate  to  the  followmg  efi^ect,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  provisions  of  the  bill: 

Mr.  T.  regretted  (he  said)  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  forward  this  measure  at  an  earlier 
pefiod.  Tht  delay  had  not  occurred  on  his  own 
account,  or  through  his  instance,  but  had  been 
yielded  to  the  request  of  other  Senators.  Some 
two  weeks  since,  it  had  been  assigned  a  day  under 
a  special  order.  Meantime,  however,  came  on 
the  important  debate  (en  the  Oregon  question) 
which  has  so  much  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Senate.  Until  this — unexpectedly  prolonged  as  it 
had  been — was.terminated,  he  had  not  chosen  to 
distract  the  attemion  of  the  body  by  a  double  dis- 
cussion. The  Senate  would  pardon  him  this  little 
preliminary  vindication  of  himself  against  a  pos- 
sible imputation  of  remissness,  or  of  disregard  for 
his  own  voluntary  pledges  of  bringing  forward  the 
measure  anew  at  the  earliest  time   in  his  power. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  bill  (Mr.  T.  went  on 
to  say)  is  to  do  something  for  the  country,  as  to 
currency  and  exchanges.  Substantially,  the  bill  is 
the  same  as  that  brought  in  last  winter  by  report  of 
that  select  commitiee  of  which  1  had  the  honor  (o 
be  chairman.  To  the  report  then  submitted  with 
the  bill,  the  Senate  will  allow  me  to  refer  them  for 
those  more  amplified  details  and  arguments  which 
are  less  necessary  now  that  the  Senate  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  general  plan.  I  propose,  at  present, 
only  to  re-state  those  larger  points  of  then  measure, 
upon  the  soundness  of  which,  and  their  competency 
for  the  object  in  view,  the  entire  question  must 
rest. 

As,  then,  what  is  mainly  proposed  is  to  do  some- 
thing which  may  redeem  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes of  the  country  from  their  present  wretch- 
ed confusion,  it  is  at  least  necessary,  for  the  form- 


ality ot  a  regular  argument  or  investigation,  to 
ask  what  would,  in  every  other  sense,  be  superflu- 
ous— whether  the  country  at  large  stands  in  any  ve- 
hement, any  unusual  need  of  such  interposition, 
such  exertion  of  any  power  applicable  to  the  pur- 
poses in  view  as  the  Government  may  posse<«1 

If  the  common  disasten^  of  a  whole  land  ever 
challenged  justice  or  pity  from  its  rulers;  if  a  deso- 
lation more  widely  spread,  if  less  total,  than  any 
which  the  ravagesof  war  e .  er  inflicted,  is  a  thing  de- 
manding public  relief;  if  a  general  havoc  of  nearly 
all  private  fortune,  and  an  overthrow  of  all  public 
credit,  are  matters  that  call  for  some  effort  of  the 
prudence  or  power.of  (he  who'e  community, — I  may 
surely,  in  the  unexampled  distress  which  convulses 
the  entire  body  politic,  find  enough  to  warrant  me 
in  saying  that  the  need  of  doing  something  is  terri- 
ble, and  its  delay  inexcusable,  if  there  is  within  the 
legitimate  and  safe  resorlsof  our  Government  any- 
thing that  can  be  done. 

The  condition  of  the  country  I  will  l^ot  attempt 
to  describe.  lam  not  master  enough  of  the  im- 
agery of  suflTering  and  gloom  to  paint  a  picture  of 
such  various  and  such  cruel  calamity.  Afflicting 
as  it  IS  to  look  upon,  it  is  doubly  painful  from  the 
strange,  the  violent,  the  dismal  contrast  which  it 
ofltrs  with  the  youth,  the  strength,  the  customary 
prasperity  of  our  country,  and  the  teeming  re- 
sources which  vainly  lie  all  around  us.  We  are 
beggars  in  the  midst  of  the  most  boundless  natural 
wealth;  we  are  starving  in  the  midst  of  the  unex- 
hausted fertility  of  a  soil  capable  of  yielding  us  al- 
most anything;  and  the  profusest  blessings  of  na- 
ture, and  the  highest  boon  of  political  freedom, 
seem,  for  the  time,  bestowed  upon  us  equally  in 
vain. 

For  all  this  there  must  be  sonoe  adequate  cause. 
Visibly  to  all  eyes,  it  is  the  extreme  and  rapid  re- 
duction of  the  circulating  medium — under  the 
heavy  individual  and  public  engagements  which 
an  equally  extreme  previous  inflation  had  given 
rise  to— which  has  produced,  and  threatens  greatly 
to  prolong,  all  that  we  are  suflering.  Such  fthough 
not  the  sole)  is  certainly  the  great  and  leading 
cause  of  what,  as  politicians  or  statesmen,  we  must 
speak;  because  it  is  clearly  to  this  cause  that  we 
must  address  ourselves,  as  to^the  only  thing  worthy 
of  a  statesman's  thoughts,  or  a  test  or  his  skill — the 
possibility  of  a  remedy. 

I,  sir,  and  those  with  whom  I  have  generally  con- 
curred in  rolitical  views,  have  (I  repeat)  felt  satis- 
fied that,  tnough  there  may  have  been  many  causes 
for  this  state  of  things,  yet  the  great  smd  immediate 
one  lies  at  present  in  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  derangement,  there  may  be  a  diversi- 
ty of  opinion;  but  there  can  be  none  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  fact,  and  little  as  to  the  powerful 
influence  whidl  it  exerts  in  all  that  we  are  now 
witnessing. 

Without  question,  it  is  one  of  the  saddest  and 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  characteristics  of  party 
and  of  politics  in  this  country,  that,  unscrupulous 
of  everything  but  to  strengthen  their  own  moment- 
ary force,  they  seize,  and  endeavor  to  make  a  part 
of  themselves,  everything  ^like— no  matter  how 
little  of  a  party  nature,  and  no  matter  how  much 
the  prejudice  to  the  public  interests  which  may  en- 
sue from  thus  transforming  many  questions  purely 
national  into  matters  of  partisan  warfare.  There 
is  no  subject  which,  in  pomt  of  magnitude,  in  point 
of  universality,  and  in  point  of  being  proper  to 
trade  alone,  was  less  fit  to  be  flung  into  the  mere 
cockpit  of  party  strife,  than  this  of  the  currency. 
Y(  t,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  the  instant  that 
it  could  be  rendered  anything  that  it  should  never 
have  been — anything  that  it  could  never,  with  safe- 
ty to  the  country,  become— it  was,  from  a  commer- 
cial, turned  into  a  political  question— the  mere 
watchword  and  battle-cry  of  conflicts  with  which 
such  a  simply  commercial  question  should  never 
have  been  mixed.  It  was  not  to  the  agitation  of 
political  passions,  ever  extreme  and  exaggerated 
m  what  tor  the  moment  occupies  them,  that  such 
a  question  could  be  committed  for  any  safe  de- 
cision. As  long  as  such  questions  are  made  the 
rallying  call  of  party,  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges  will  continue,  and  the  consequent 
derangement  of  the  whole  business  affairs  of  the 
community.  It  is  surely  lime,  amidst  the  ex- 
tremity of  distress  into  which  this  false  and  unhap- 
py management  of  the  question,  has  plunged  us,' to 
drop  those  party  distinctions  and  think  once  more 
of  the  public  sufferings  around  us,  and  the  duty — 
if  there  be  a  possibility— of  lightening  or  even  re- 


lieving them,  by  a  calm  and  a  prodeot 
In  this  great  council,  holding  in  its  hands  u»  a 
an  extent  the  destinies  of  the  emire  naiioii,  the 
consideration  should  be,  how  best  to  lulfil  wha 
owe  to  the  country  at  large,  now  reduced  to  a 
diiiontoo  disastrous  to  be  moch  longer  cndored 
That  condition,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  in  my  jadf- 
ment  imperatively  demands  that  we  unite  on  stmt 
snch  measure  of  relief  as  that  proposed  by  this  tod. 
The  lime  unhappily  is  past,  wnen,  oneiDbai  i  jmhJ 
by  the  difllculties  which  delay  has  thickened  over 
the  matter,  we  could,  comparatively  at  oor  ease, 
have  deliberated  of  raeasu/es  and  methods  dov  ■» 
longer  in  our  choice.  Formerly  we  mi^ii,  vgl^ 
a  freedom  to  select  from  all  that  experience  oSati 
ot  good,  have  held  calm  counsel  as  to  what  w 
best:  now,  reduced  to  far  sadder  afflictions,  and  vi:a 
a  far  narrower  choice  of  modes  of  relief,  we  ir? 
left  to  ask  not  "what  is  best?"  but  "what  is  it  Biiv 
possible  to  doV  The  people  ar**  crying  alood  m 
all  sides  for  relief.  For  that  relief  they  turn  thei: 
eyes,  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  to  tbis  Gv/r- 
ernment.  They  ask  you  not  for  relief  froa  ttoeL' 
private,  their  individual  misfortunes,  which  ther 
know  you  cannot  cure;  but  relief  frcnn  a  wretched 
condition  of  the  circulation,  which  denies  xhem  iL 
possibility  of  redeeming  and  retrieving^  their  Iosks. 
and  which  you  can  cure.  They  ask  you  lo  gire 
them,  not  an  illegitimate  and  individual  aid;  bat  to 
afibrd  to  thf  ir  private  necessities  the  indirect  asna- 
ance  of  what  the  public  business  is  imperioaalf 
requires — a  better  mechanism  of  interconnge,  i 
sounder  vehicle  of  their  business  and  of  your  ovi. 
Such  is  demanded,  not  more  by  individual  coave- 
■ience  than  by  the  public  interests.  If,  in  the  UMi- 
agement  of  its  own  finances,  the  Gk>vemmeiit  ca, 
at  the  same  time,  furnish  an  element  of  exchanfe 
that  will  go  far  to  give  the  country  what  It  so  mad 
needs,  and  what  seems  so  little  attainable  in  aij 
other  way — a  sound  currency— is  it  not  bound  ic 
do  sol 

Are  gentlemen, then,  to  fold  their  arms  and  pro- 
nounce that  nothing  can  be  donel  Here  is  at  least 
a  measure  which  will  do  something.  It  may  aoc 
accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished:  but  it  will 
effect  much.  It  cannot  fail  to  afford  lo  commerce  a 
good  and  a  general  instrument,  which  It  does  aoc 
now  possess:  it  must,  to  its  entire  extent.  Infuse  iaio 
the  circulation  an  element  of  correction  and  souad- 
ness;  and  these  indirect  but  important  effects  as  lo 
private  business  will  be  but  incidental  results  from 
a  system  of  which  the  more  immediate  beneiis 
accrue  to  the  Qoveminent  itself,  as  to  the  disiriha- 
tion  and  management  of  its  receipts  and  disbarM- 
ments. 

In  what  it  thus  proposes,  there  is  surely  nothiag 
that  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  the  constitution- 
al powers  of  the  Government — with  such  powers,  I 
mean,  as  are  inseparable  from  its  duty  of  the  col- 
lection, safekeeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues.  If,  in  performing  these  functions,  It 
can,  at  the  same  time,  indirectly  and  Incidentally 
afford  to  the  business  of  the  country* fiicilities  of 
exchange  and  currency  which  involve  not  a  los 
but  a  benefit  in  the  public  business  itself,  surely  it 
is  strongly  its  duty  to  do  so.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  aim  at  nothing  more. 

It  will,  at  all  events,  establish  one  great  and  fhn- 
damental  principle — a  principle  which  is  the  di- 
viding line  between  the  extremes  of  parties,  and 
which  lies' at  the  bottom  of  all  these  sjrstems, 
whether  they  present  themselves  in  the  shape  of  a 
national  bank,  an  exchequer,  or  in  any  other  form- 
namely,  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  in  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  its  revenues,  to  aid  in  furnishing  a  uniform 
currency,  and  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the 
country.  Much  will  have  been  achievol  bythe 
establishment  of  this  great  principle,  and  the  found- 
ation will  be  laid,  on  which  a  superstructure  can 
be  erected,  with  proportions  regulate  by  the  con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Government  and  the  wants 
of  the  country. 

Since  the  foundation  of  thisGkivemment,  diflfer- 
ent  methods  of  effecting  this  object  of  connecting 
the  management  of  the  public  revenues  with  tb« 
regulation  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  have 
been  tried.  Of  these,  the  earliest  and  much  the 
longest  preserved  was  a  national  bank.  To  it  suc- 
ceeded what  was  called  the  State  bank  deposSie 
system.  The  sub-treasury,  of  still  briefer  exist- 
ence,  was  fhe  last-bom  of  these  expedients;  but  died 
(not  a  very  promising  child)  in  its  infancy. 

The  oldest,  and  infinitely  the  most  sncccafal  of 
these  successive  coatriraQces,  datanalmoic  ftom  th^ 
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tbonilitioa  of  the  presrni  Ooveramenl.  It  owed 
lb  eoDccptioD  lo  ih«  luacit;  of  ibe  abie&t  man  Ibat 
:*vr  auod  al  the  bead  of  oar  nalianil  finances — 
AiesBBder  HkrailloDj  vlio,  iti  1791,  recommended 
1  rraoii  to  sneb  an  institution  aa  a  remedy  for  tbe 
eztmne  derangement  then  eilsting  inourmuaetary 
uid  finaBcial  aflairs.  Its  success  answered  ad- 
mirably to  tbe  powerfal  jadgment  of  him  whu  had 
iroposed  it.  Scarcely  had  it  gone  into  existence, 
trben  the  confusion  which  ii  was  meant  lo  remedy 
Uood  rebuked.  Order  at  once  rose  ap  out  of  Ihe 
:hao9  and  embarra^mcnt  of  the  ireasnr]^,  and 
waDdnesa  out  of  the  derangemetil  of  the  cirenla- 
ion.     For  iwenij'  years,  lending  these  adianiagiB 

0  our  moneyed  system,  it  stowl,  Ihe  rery  capiisl 
>r  the  colnmn  of  this  great  man's  just  fame.  In 
Itill,  boverer,  when  its  charter  ran  out,  a  fti  oi 
repnfaliraDs  a  good  deal  more  rigbteousihan  Qeor^ 
Washington  and  the  other  patriots  who  foQuded 
Lhe  Government  and  this  bank  almost  together, 
roied  it  anii-repablican,  and  refused  its  re-charter. 
Still,  in  that  day,  what  called  itself  republicanism 
was  not  so  wise  as  lo  scorn  Ihe  most  posiiive  ex- 
}«rieiice,  tbe  clear  demonstrations  of  actnal  fact; 
to  that  wben,  after  five  yeaiv'irial  of  the  S-seal  and 
nwistilniional  advantages  of  being  without  a  bank, 
hcf  ftnind  themselves,  in  18IG,  involved  anew  in 
kll  tluti  financial  eonfusian  which  had  been  so 
upirily  remifved  by  the  original  creation  of  the 
3«nk,  tbey,  the  republican  opponents  tif  that  dan- 
^rons  institniion,  re-established  it. 

I  need  scarcely  say,  sir,  that,  a.^  before,  it  lifted 
itc  finances  and  currency  o(the  country  oot  of  the 
mire,  where  tbey  were  slnck;  and  gave  as,  until  a 
aew  political  war  was  declared  aminst  ii,  a  cur- 
rency asperfectas  any  commercial  country  in  Ihe 
world  ever  possessed.  In  spile,  however,  of  these 
ionspicaous  benefits,  and  the  moniresi  rashness  of 
ibandoning,  for  a  mure  than  questional  experiment, 

1  Bjstem  which  had  so  admirably  performed  its 
rreal  and  difficult  function!-,  the  country  allowed 
Itself  once  more  lo  be  hurried,  by  ibe  all-powerful 
lUflaence  of  a  single  great  leader,  into  a  fresh  de- 
molition of  tbe  bank,  and  a  new  essay  of  corrency- 
[Doiigen'inf. 

In  accordance  with  tbe  views  of  ihe  party  with 
vhtch,  from  my  first  entrance  into  public  life,  I  had 
icted,  I  myself,  in  1831,  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
:haitar  of  the  bank.  Tbe  Seqate  will  pardon  me 
if  I  repeal  ■  little  incident  which  occurred  soon 
ifter  1  took  my  seat  in  this  body,  and  which  my 
im  sntoequenl  impressions  baVe  of^en  served  lo 
-ecall  lo  my  recollection.  Afier  an  incidental 
liscnssion  on  this  subject,  in  which  I  had  laketi 
lait,  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky  said 
^o  me:  "Sij,  there  was  a  young  man  from  the  West 
in  Congress  in  1811;  and  he,  upon  thu  consiiin- 
itmal  notions  thai  arenow  governing  yoa,  voted 
leainst  re-chartering  the  old  United  Stales  Bank, 
rime  rolled  on,  and  troubles  came.  We  attempt- 
ed to  get  along  wiihoul  a  national  bank:  but  at  last 
we  found  that  without  it  we  could  not  manage  the 
public  finances,  nor  maintain  for  ihe  counlry  a 
ioand  tod  nniform  currency.  Thai  young  man 
hea  became  convincedby  experience  ihal  the  vote 
ivhich  he  had  given  in  iSIl  was  wrong;  and  in 
1816  he  gave  his  voice  for  the  chartering  of  another 
United  Stales  bank.  You  have  now  taken  the  same 
ground  that  that  young  man  originally  did:  but, 
ike  him,  time  and  experience  will,  1  have  no 
IodIm,  CTeninally  convince  you  ibai  you  have  done 

-  Sir,  I  stand  here  to  confess  that  time  and  eipe- 
-ienoe  have  convidced  me  accordinely,  and  to  ac- 
iinowlcdge  that  I  was  wrong,  and  Mr.  Clay  righi; 
:hat  Ibe  affairs  of  the  Gh>vernment  and  the  country 
;aiinot  be  safely  managed  without  Ihe  aid  of  some 
mechanism  of  that  sort;  that  of  such,  that  of  n 
United  Slates  bank  has  proved  itself  far  the  most 
perfect  that  has  ever  been  tried  in  Ibis  coontry;  and 

•  --  ■■ -'igteally  to  be  lamented  thai,ihrongb 
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jfpoblic  opinion  has  been  broughiabout  which 

renders  il  impossible  now  lo  recur  lo  what  is  of 
itself  greatly  lo  be  preferied  to  any  other  financial 
agent  that  we  know  of. 

I  need  acarcely,  sir,  do  more  than  adrerl  lo  Ihe  I 
eTenisofiheeiirasessionefiB4i.  Forboibibebank 
bills  pdssed  at  ihal  session  I  gave  my  vote.  I  re- 
gretted,' of  course,  the  negative  which  ihe  P res.  I 
ident  felt  il  his  duty  lo  pat  upon  ihem;  and  regreUeil  I, 
il  still  the  more,  because  I  considered  it  as  lermi-  /) 
naiing  all  hope  of  obtaining  for  the  counlry  Ibe  \\ 
best  and  most  efficient  of  financial  conin'rances,  // 
and  as  reducinf;  as  to  an  eipedicDl  of  secondary  ^^ 


eicellcDce.  For,  be  the  advsnieges  of  the  older 
institution  ever  so  unrivalled,  whai  possibiliiy  can 
we  any  longer  look  to  of  a^in  carrying  ihat  sys- 
tem inio  el^ci,  for  ibe  eiiricaiion  ol  Ibe  coumry 
fVom  its  present  eilreme  embarrassmenlsl  We 
legislate  nol  for  whal  mighl  have  been,  but  for 
what  il  for  facia  as  ihey  exist,  not  as  we  would 
have  them.  We  have  to  consider,  not  what  this  or 
that  jHiny  desired  lo  accomplish  and  could  not;  hot 
whai  it  isnow  posiible  to  effect  of  best  and  soundest. 
Let  gentlemen  who  yellookloa  national  bank  re- 
member that  some  sii  or  seven  years  miLsl  cer- 
tainly elapse  before  that  mode  of  relief  can  be 
made  available  to  ibe  counlry.  Sunposeoar  pres- 
ent hopes  lo  be  realized  by  ibe  election  of  IB44: 
conlesied  as  Ihe  sntgecl  of  a  bank  must  continue  lo 
be,  under  almost  any  condition  of  parties,  it  must 
be  nearly  Ihe  end  i^  the  long  session  of  Ihe  next 
year  before  a  bill  for  this  purpose  canpasi^  another 
year  to  negotiate  the  slock;  another  togel  ihe  bank 
in[ooperation;andai)east  another  before  Ihe  people 
can  have  been  made  lo  feel  any  of  ihe  marked 
benefits  of  the  insiiiulion.  Can  ihe  country,  bleed- 
ing as  il  is  ai  every  pore,  wait  under  its  present 
afionies  for  relief  so  long  deferred  as  thai!  No; 
some  early,  some  present  ease  is  needed;  someihiug 
timely  to  what  we  now  sulfer,  Aid  not  appropriaie 
merely  to  a  future  state  of  quiet  and  of  com  fori. 

Having  thus,  sir,  pased  in  review  ihe  chief 
points  of  Ihe  history  of  the  most  permanent  and 
solid  of  the  successive  fiscal  contrivances  through 
which  our  financial  system  has  been  made  load,  I 
come  neit  to  Ihai  confident  resort  of  Pre'Jident 
Jackson — Ihe  Sinle  bank  deposile  system— for  Ihe 
sake  of  whose  inSniielysieddier,  more  manageable, 
and  less  perveriible  mechanism,  the  flourishing 
tin  a  nee  s  of  tbe  country  were  dismanited  and 
knocked  down  to  their  lowest  sione,  in  order  to  be 
rebuilt  upon  another  foundation  and  of  diOerent 
materials. 

Of  that  experiment  the  memory  is  (oo  recent  for 
me  10  have  need  to  say  much.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
the  system  was  recommended  by  President  Jack- 
son, and  adopted  by  tbe  party  which  sustained  his 
administration.  His  prophecies  of  its  entire  suc- 
cess were  too  remarkable  forme  lo  omil  some  Utile 
citation  of  them. 

In  President  Jackson's  first  annual  message  al^er 
the  deposiie-banh  system  had  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, he  spoke  as  foftons: 
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lo  tw  foiursil  tij  prnpar  [rfnlauoiw  od  the  pin  of  Con^rei^  to 
•vcuroft  pncticil  lemni,  to  iha  exuntrHulnJ  (or  ihevcuri- 
tyof  iliB  r.iirr«ncT,  to  uu  conBiliitrlonaf  mvdium.  fleyrml 
Irom  iba  Ouvinmnini  M  poNUul  •nglnai,  uid  noiauFCsrribIa 
ofdangcroueilmilonvid  combbialion,  Iha  Siwt  banki  will 
aulbsuoiptsdi  Dorirililhar  bira  tli*  powWHhlch  wa  liiTe 
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Again,  in  his  annual  message  of  the  next  year, 
he  holds  ihe  same  confident  language,  as  follows: 
"Siparieno  conlbiuei  to  rutlie  the  eipoclailona  rnlarulnnl 

nf  ulathHtt  of  ilie  Tmnrr  Dcpuimmt,  coold  pot  mall*  Oh 
InMlonrrqulIo'l  1^1  LhFaovrmin«Bt,OTiirnKnia  Iha  ckxnce- 
lie  ■ichance:' of  Ihe  eDBiUiy.  Ill*  now  wtn  aMcrtaiocil  ibat 
ihvrulilotiHMlefJrrhanct'i.lvrrormAlihroiigii  dlMcomiU,  by 
Ihe  Uniuil  Main  But  aiiil  lU  ishiijt-Bk  branclKa,  Ken  n 
lean  one-lhirdkiailiinlhiiHarihcilapoiiietiaDkeftH  inninl 


Il  Ihey  conilile 
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He  proceeds  lo  stale  Ihe  large  amount  of  ex- 
changes which  the  State  banks  have  tran.<acled, 
and  llie  laudabk  public  spirit  ihey  were  displaying 
in  bringing  specie  luio  ihe  counlry;  and  ihen  win£ 
up  with  ihe  following  commetidaiion  of  ihe  sysiem 
and  iLs  high  succe^ 


>.U|», 


Meaning  raiher  to  recall  events,  by  touching  on 
Ihem,  than  in  any  sort  to  recite  them,  1  will  only 
remind  the  Senate  wiih  what  fury,  upon  the  col- 
lapse of  thissyslem,  ihey  who  had  conslrucled  it, 
and  (for  their  own  political  ends)  stimulated  all  its 
vices,  fell  not  onl^  npon  the  contrivance  itself,  and 
the  particularly  favored  banks  thai  made  a  part  of 
il,  but  upon  all  other  State  banks.  Till  now,  usiltg 
these  iDsiitntions  as  their  auxiliaries  in  ibe  war 
upon  a  national  one,  they  had  magnified  ihem  as 
the  sole  tegilimate  andconslimtinnal  form  of  bank- 
ing and  of  finance,  tbe  only  creatiansof  a  competent 
auihority,  ihe  legal  offspring  and  heirs  of  Stale 
sovereignly,  and  nol  less  safe  in  a  commercial  or 
fi»:al  sense  than  proper  in  a  corporate  one.  Up  lo 
ibis  point,  national  banks  alone  were  hydras,  mon-  , 
siers,  and  all  Ihal;  while  Slate  banks  were  every- 
thing thai  was  fair,  well-proportioned,  and  sale; 
nay,  invested,  aslolhePederalpower.by  their  origin 
from  that  of  ihe  States,  with  an  emanation  of  some- 
thing v?hich  the  former  merely  derivative  and  sec- 
ondary auihority  must  not  lay  impious  hands  npon. 
Now,  however,  in  Iheprogressofthis  Jacobin  and 
Jesuit  finance,  came  a  new  doctrine — thai,  because 
Ihey  had  debauched  a  part  of  the  Slaie  banks,  all 
banks  were  illegal,  and  not  less  a  fraud  and  inimi- 
cal to  the  communiiy  when  crealed  by  State,  than 
when  by  Federal  anthority.  In  short,  the  very 
system  which  Ihey  and  General  Jackson  had  hoi 
a  few  months  before  exalted  as  so  safe,  so  practical, 
so  constitutional,  was  at  once  denounced  as  the 
most  grievonsof  curses,  aodlbe  most  wrongful  of 

In  this  warfare  upon  the  deposile  banks  I  did  not 
join.  But  ihey  were,  as  everybody  knows,  speed- 
ily crushed;  and  there  was  an  end  of  system  the 
second. 

Ofthe  third— that  of  the  sub-lreasury— my  histo- 
ry shall  nol  be  long;  because  its  life  was  too  short 
lor  any  bm  the  briefest  commemoraiioa.    It  had. 
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nol  hinder  its  being  taken  up  on  iheeiplosion  ofthe 
former  plan  of  finance.  Still,  it  could  not  be  ear- 
ned until  ihrice  recommended  by  President  Van 
Buren,  wiih  the  endorsement  of  QeneralJackson. 
Finally  it  passed;  but  only  went  inio  operation  to 
show  bow  follow  11  was  of  all  that  It  was  pretended 
to  be;  bow  illusive  as  to  all  iu  promised  solidity; 
bow  unreal,  except  in  the  dangerous  power  it  pos- 
sessed, and  the  irresponsibiliiy,  ihe  corruption,  and 
the  peculation  to  which  it  gave  -scope.  In  a  word, 
it  lived  bul  long  enough  to  draw  down  a  general 
mockery  and  rdinm. 

Such,  sir,  has  been  this  series  of  improvements 
in  currency  and  finance,  up  lo  the  last,  vet  unacted 
on— ihe  exchequer  projeci  of  Fresideni  Tyler  or  his 
Cabinet. 

When,  at  ihe  lasi  sei^sion  of  Congress,  Ibis  plan 
was  p'aced  before  you,  much  discossion  arose  here 
on  tbe  qiieslion  of  iis  reference.  In  Ihat  discussion 
I  look  no  pan,  choosing  lo  reserve  myielf  for  m\ 
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unbiased  ezamiDation  of  it  in  committee.  The 
measarej  however,  in  its  originat  iorm,  underwent 
in  the  Senate  so  full  and  so  able  a  discussion,  that 
the  views  of  Senators  were  disclosed  at  lanre,  and 
the  objections  on  all  sides  thoroughly  understood, 
before  the  reference  was  finally  settled.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  commiitee,  of  which  I  was  made  chairman, 
they  were  pa<ise$sed  of  all  these  objections,  and  in  a 
condition  to  weigh,  and,  if  possible,  to  obviate  them 
all.  With  these  objections  specially  in  view,  the. 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  had  been  framed  and 
anpended,  and,  with  such  deliberation  and  solici- 
tude, as  led  the  committee  to  trost,  not  without 
some  confidence,  that  they  had  performed  their 
task  in  snch  a  doanner  as  to  steer  clear  of  what- 
ever defects  had  been  detected  in  the  original  form 
of  the  measure. 

0  The  first  class  of  objections  thus  taken  related  to 
the  apprehended  influence  which  the  Executive 
might  exercise  over  the  institution,  chiefly  by  means 
of  hfs  power  over  itjf  officers  as  to  appointment  or 
removal.  Upon  this  power  we  have  placed  an  ef- 
fectual guard,  to  the  whole  ej^nt  that  the  Constitn- 
lion  permits.  We  could  not  di vest  the  President  of 
the  right  to  nominate  the  three  superior  officers  of 
Che  exchequer— the  commissioners  of  the  board; 
but  we  have  rendered  them,  after  confirmation  by 
the  Senate,  incapable  of  being  removed,  except  with 
the  concurrence  of  that  body.  He  ipay,  for  physi- 
cal inability,  or  neglect,  or  violation  of  duty,  sus- 
gend  a  commissioner;  but,  unless  he  show  to  the 
enate  sufficient  cause  for  the  act,  the  officer  is  re- 
stored. Snch  is  the  entire  extfut  of  the  executive 
control  over  the  board;  and  its  inferior  officers  or 
agents  are  dependent  on  itself,  since  they  can  be 
appointed  or  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  only  upon  its  recommendation.  It  is  easy 
to  see  that  the  entire  tenure  of  office  is  thus,  as  to  the 
PresidetU,  rendered  as  independent  as  possible  nn- 
der  the  Constitution.  The  executive  patronage  is 
limited  to  the  nomination  of  the  three  commission- 
ers, and  the  executive  control  or  interference  to  a 
temporary  ^nspei^^ion  of  the  same  officers  from  their 
fimctions,  for  specific  causes. 

The  second  class  of  objections  related  to  the 
j>ower  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange;  of  which 
the  purchase  was  considered  as  involving  an  ille- 

S'timate  and  dangerous  mixture  of  the  credit  of 
e  Gk)vernment  with  the  solvency  or  faith  of  indi- 
viduals; as  likely  to  be  used  for  party  or  personal 
corruption  or  favoritism;  and  as  very  capable  of 
leading  to  fictitious  dealings  in  exchange,  for 
fraudulent  purpa«?es.  This  power,  then,  the  com- 
mittee struck  out,  as  dangerous,  not  only  for  these 
reasons,  but  because,  for  its  discreet  and  safe  exer- 
cise, three  things  are  almost  indispensable — indi- 
vidual interest,  individual  skill,  and  individual 
vigilance.  These  cannot  be  expected  to  act  in  a 
public  institution  as  they  do  in  those  afi*airs  which 
men  conduct  on  their  own  account;  and4he  former 
are.  therefore,  disqualified  from  the  transaction  of 
suck  business. 

For  all  legitimate  business  of  this  sort,  however, 
the  committee  have  sufficiently  provided  in  another 
i^av,  preserving  its  benefiu*,  and  excluding  only  its 
risks.  They  have  authorized  the  exchequer  and 
its  agencies  to  sell  bills  of  exchange  on  itself,  and 
to  collect  them,  paying  their  amount  to  the  de- 
positor 6nly  when  collected  by  the  agency  at  the 
place  on  which  drawn. 

By  its  sale  of  bills,  it  will  accomplish  for  indi- 
viduals the  legitimate  operation  of  remitting  funds. 
and  withhold  itself  only  from  the  illegitimate  ana 
liangerons  one  of  anticipating  them.  He  who 
wishes  to  do  this,  may  still  resort,  for  a  temporary 
discount,  to  a  local  bank,  whose  business  is  this  of 
anticipating  funds  at  a  distance.  Meantime,  he 
may  collect  those  funds  through  the  exchequer  or 
its  agencies. 

The  facilities  of  business,  which  this  system  of 
selling  and  collecting  bills  of  exchange  will  give, 
will  promote  the  sounder  interests  of  the  country, 
not  less  than  would  the  power  to  purchase  ex- 
change; while,  at  the  same  time,  the  Government 
will  be  kept  safe  from  all  loss  or  hazard. 

The  third  class  of  objections  related  to  the  is^ue 
of  treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  Qovemment; 
that  18,  its  adding  to  its  indirect  power  over  the 
monetary  circulation  of  the  country,  through  the 
management  of  its  revenues,  the  direct  power  of 
sa|tt>lying  a  currency. 

As  to  any  issue,  by  the  exchequer,  of  any  cur- 
rency, 58  such   merely— any  credit  currency— I  • 
tove  been  UDia>le  to  discover  any  motive!  for  8Qch  i 


a  thing  except  two:  1st,  in  order  to  anticipate  the 
revenues  of  the  Government;  2d,  to  aid  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  by  an  addition  to  its  cirea- 
lating  medium.  But  of  the  firH  of  these,  the  com- 
mittee hold  that  it  is  wrong  in  principle.  Its  ten- 
dency would  be  to  bring  about  excessive  issues, 
and  to  induce  a  resort  to  theae  mere  expedients, 
rather  than  to  a  discharge  of  its  less  popular  duty 
of-  levying  adequate  supplies.  It  will  be  dispens- 
ing wit[i  the  most  salutary  and  certain  of  all 
checks  upon  the  Government — its  inability  to  raise 
money  without  the  consent  of  the  people  through 
their  Repr&'^ntatives.  In  any  unusual  emergen- 
cy, where  the  means  in  the  treasury  unejCpectedly 
fell  short,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  authority  oif 
Congress  for  the  issup  of  treasury  notes,  bearing 
interest  as  a  loan,  but  not  sent  out  as  a  curreney. 
So  much  for  the  first  point. .  As  to  the  second, 
the  commitiee  regard  the  purpose  as  (Ibr  the 
reasons  already  given)  unwarrarnable,  and  its  at- 
tainment as  of  most  questionable  possibility,  if 
the  existing  currency  were  far  below  the  business 
wants  of  the  community,  then  much  of  it,  as  now, 
would  stand  upon  a  more  solid  basis  than  any 
mere  credit  circulation,  although  emitted  by  the 
Government  Itself;  so  that  the  latter  would  neces- 
sarily be  an  addition  to  the  depreciated  currency, 
an  equal  part  of  which  it  would  be  almost  ceriain 
to  displace  and  drive  out  of  the  circulation,  by 
reducing  its- value  still  lower;  and  thus  no  per- 
manent addition  to  the  circulation  could  be  maJe 
in  this  way.  A  fresh  disorder  only,  and  a  further 
depreciation,  would  be  produced. 

With  the  mere  fluctuations  of  the  medium  of  ex- 
change, Government  cannot  safely  interfere.  These 
must  be  left  to  regulate  themselves,  through  the 
agency  of  individual  sagacity,  keeping  watch  over 
its  pwn  interests.  To  be  safe,  it  must  be  lefl  to 
its  own  Voluntary  power  of  expansion,  as  little 
capable  of  being  directed,  and  as  ouick  and  subtle 
to  manage  itself,  as  the  power  of  the  eye  to  dilate 
or  contract,  according  to  the  quantity  of  light 
which  you  pour  upon  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  have  discarded  from 
the  bill  everything  like  a  proposition  for  a  credit 
circulation.  They  contemplate  no  addition  to  the 
currency.  The  business  of^  discounts  they  leave  to 
the  local  institutions,  as  proper  only  to  them;  and, 
as  according  to  the  ease  with  which  these  can 
be  obtained  will  be  the  varying  quantity  of  nK)ney 
which  will  be  poured  into  the  circulation  or  driven 
back  from  it,  expansion  and  contraction  will  be 
left  to  the  instinctive  care  of  private  interest.  The 
commiitee,  in  a  word,  have  not  aimed  to  devise  a 
system  "which  shall  furnish  a  complete  currency; 
but  only  at  one  which  shall  infuse  into  that  which 
we  already  possess  a  new  element  of  soundness, 
and  resorts  of  convenience  which  it  caimot  now 
command. 

They  propose,  then,  that  the  bills  issued  shall 
only  be  for  specie  deposited,  dollar  for  dollar;  the 
amount  of  such  paper  in  circulation  being  rlever 
permitted,  in  any  case,  to  exceed  the  specie  on  hand 
for  its  redemption/  The  bills  thus  issued  are 
called  specie  notes,  in  contradistinction  to  treasury 
notes  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  Government  only, 
either  as  a  currency  or  for  the  purpose  of  borrow- 
ing. 

These  specie  notes,  issued. to  the  public  creditor 
in  disbursement  out  ot  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
revenue,  or  to  individuals  upon  deposites  in  spe- 
cie, will  form  a  currency  of  the  ma'^t  perfect  charac- 
ter, combining  the  convenience  of  paper  with  the 
solidity  of  coin;  so  that  they  will  be  everywhere  pre- 
ferred to  the  latter  They  will  neither  increase 
nor  diminish  the  currency,  but  merely  give  it  a  new 
activity  and  a  wider  uniformity;  so  that  the  unang- 
menied  quantity  will  perform  a  much  greater  of- 
fice. They  can  produce  no  expansion  or  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  no  inflation,  no  rise  or  fall  of 
prices,  no  expulsion  of  coin  from  the  circulation, 
such  as  attends  other  emissions, of  paper. 

It  may,  however,  be  urged,  'that  a  circulation 
thus  formed  can  afford  no  relief,  or,  at  best,  a  very 
slight  one.  I  pnswer,  that  the  capacity  of  such  a 
currency  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  amount,  but 
by  the  peculiar  functions  (now  attainable  in  no 
other  way)  which  it  will  perform. 

Uniformity  of  value  in  the  currency  is  now  the 
greatest  benefit  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  com- 
merce. In  showing,  as  I  have  already  done,  that 
the  Government  cannot  safely  issue  a  credit  cur- 
rency, I  have  sufficiently  shown  that  we  cannot 
aim  at  supplying,  integrally,  the  wh<^e  amount  of 
currency,  nimotmlj  Talotue,  wlkicli  tb«  coontry 


require^  andtfatt^  tMOept  vpofitUspAan 
notiueg  to  ibe  ckculttion,  wm  8hoiila.'«i 
instead  of  ivcreasmgi  this  qualiiy  in  dK 
The  partial  but  important  food  to  wkich  «• 
tben%restjriet]0uiscive84  is  Uw  sopplfinf  ,•  adi 
lation  in  the  mass-^for  that,  tke  t 
ated  paper  of  each  quarter  already 
new  and.  noiwrsaUy  current  ciieolniiot)* 
jfnay  pass  alike  from  spbei e  to  spnere^ . 
vortex  to  voctcx  ef  tbest  local  citmriaiieMv 
limited  to  t^  own  locality,^  and  flinite  ikciB^alL  k 
is  not  as  to  this  local  purpose  o£  a>  ctrctlataoa  ite 
we  are  >snflering,  but  £ot  eometbiRg :  fibai-  «aa  f» 
form  the  diaumt  offices i>fijiterch9Sf««  *  8iitli  bbs 
the  pDopo8«d  currency  beoaaoe,  eiiterui^  ^at  IMt 
into  any  local  circulation,  but  malKiog^  iiaeifibc  "m 
kiole  oil  distant  iranaa^oos,  i'rctat  q»hef«  tocphctt 
ot  the  local  cireulatiens;  to  whidv  of  conrsie,  it 
amount,  it  need  bear  but  a-  very  smmU  ptcvw- 
tidi.  But,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  GoveouBMm  d^ 
bursetnents^  or  something  like  ih^^^atf  fmiity  er 
twenty  five  miUiMis  of  dotlars^UNiy  -be  added  ik 
equivalents  to  individual  deposites  of  apeeae^  mi 
the  sale  and  collection  of  balls  of  exchange^  it  «& 
be  seen  that  an  amoont  of  specJe-nctes  miM 
bly  be  kept  afloat  qniie  equal  to  very 
purposes.  Emigration,  tram,  and  the  depotiie^ 
cola  and  silver  by  foreigners  seeking  to  ] 
landa^  would  also  add  oonttderabijr  «»  tke 

Let  it,  in  this  view,  be  recolheoied  that  At 
age  circulation  of  the  United  States  Bank  wmM 
ten  millions  of  dollars;  and»  until  183l^^<ial|r«fabK 
six  millions;  and  that  its  specie  wasaisBaUy  tqaL 
to  its  circulation.  This  exchequer^  cmOteg  a  tf 
greater  confidence,  and  commandJH g nta a  h i^aa  I aig^ 
aould  surely  perform  the  fiime  geaend.  iqaaicaa* 
.  admiited  to  have  been  so  beneaeesit-*«s  tbatbaik 
coold  accomplish  with  only  the  amoMDt  of  cipeuii' 
tion  which  I  have  mentioned. 

I  doubt  not  that,  besides  all  these  advantages  tc 
trade,  it  must  act,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  ttpr 
cially  by  bringing  about  speedy  and  sin^nlar  sctde- 
ments,  to  keep  the  banking  institutions  of  the  coat* 
try  generally  sound.  Nor  can  it  well  fait  to  resfon 
to  the  circulation  a  large  amount  of  specie  vfcieb 
individual  distrust  of  banks  has  mqiieatiaoably 
withdrawn  and  hoarded.  Though  it  ma^  mat{m 
1  have  said)  eflect  all  that  the.  times  have  bead  eC 
but  no  longer  permit,  it  must  deal  ly  accomphth 
much.  As  to  any  dejfects  which  it  may  kave;  ikej 
can,  I  think,  be  none  of  them  of  a  sort  ao  cafatf 
but  that  we  shall  *be  able  to  correct  theaa  as  tkef 
make  themselves  felt. 

From  what  has  been  said,  the  principles  of  the 
bill  are  sufficiently  obvious.  As  to  the  efl^t  oa  tht 
currency  and  the  exchanges,  I  cannot  so  well  fvtlt 
fbrth  as  by  quoting  the  views  on  that  sobjeet  whieb 
were  embodied  in  my  report.  They  are  as  M* 
lows: 

The  committee,  on  thit  whole  lubjecL  have  cooraHed  wotm 
of  the  ablest,  moel  practical,  and  f  xpenenc«d  incB;  aod  dMir 
own  views  are  faliy  confirmed  by  the  Inrormatioo  deilwaJ  frMi 
such  high  joiiroea.  They  amnd  In  any  maj  ao  ««0  ijlaau— 
thia  branch  of  it,  and  Ha  twneficial  cfiVscta  oo  the  9emmA  laeal 
banlcs,  t<tgeihor  with  other  ailvanlsgea,  as  bj  bricily  ^mlbotf- 
in$  the  following  vhws  which  hareihiM  been  coauBuoleaiBd 
toibem: 


"A  I>1I1  drawn  by  one  agency  on  aoochar,  faiany  r—a tt  part 
of  (he  United  fluuea,  wlH  be  asgnod  as  specie  wlthM  ikai 
mercial  sphere  of  the  emporium  wiwre  the  agency  ia 
which  payment  is  to  be  made,  and  may  generally  be  i 
aborepar  by  any  holder  withm  that  sphere,  and  at  arattia 
some  mcaaare  pro|iorUoned  to  his  distance  frooi  MeoowiaMrdBl 
ctiitre.  Ii;  for  instance,  a  merchant  in  CincinnacS  wisbaa  t»  ■•• 
mil  money  to  a.  mibulacturpr  in  Conocciirmt,  a  liill  d«aw«  ky 
the  agency  in  Cincinnati,  where  the  deposfte  is  made,  ob  tie 
agency  in  New  Torlr,  would  be  worth  •Qe>balf  per  oeot.  B«re 
than  specie  to  the  payee. 

**Ejcctianges  through  the  aeendes  will  n>eet  aUttie 
of  the  markets.  It  noiun/rfqtienUy  happena  that  New  < 
is  indebted  to  Ohio  for  agricultural  prodocts;  Otdo  to  Ksv 
Ynric  for  manufnctured  goods,  donoeMie  or  iaiponed;  antfliev 
Yoric  to  New  Orleans  for  cotton.  Etery  weU^nCsnaed  ■Mr< 
chant  in  those  xerera I  sections  will  be  advised  of  the  ataia  of  tha 
markets.  A  New  Orleans  mprchant  wishes  to  remit  te  Ohie; 
he  deflosttrs  his  specie  in  the  agency  at  New  Or1f«ns,  and  tm 
the  same  office  to  accept  his  own  bill  of  exebeiife  ferfljOIB, 
payable  to  the  order  of  his  Ohio  correspoudeiit.  and  fiai—iii 
It  uconrdingly:  This  will  be  above  par  in  the  Ohio  marfcei,  be. 
cause  it  is  a  good  remittince  for  New  Tot  k,  where  tfbM 
New  Orleans  command  a  premiam.  It  fa  boogbt  byu  CMs 
merchant,  who  remi)^  it  to  New  York  in  peyateet  Ibrfoaii; 
and  from  New  York  it  is  sent  to  New  Orleane,  le  pay  (er€et> 
ton.  ri>on  its  arriral,  it  is  uresenled  to  tne  agency  where  k 
was  accepted,  and  the  sp<>cie  is  readr  for  its  rrOempnoe.  Ths 
holder,  however,  not  willing  to  be  nurdeoed  with  the 
will  generally  preHer  the  specie-notea  of  the  agency, 
this  Sl,000  in  specie.  afUr  paying  a  sn»all  premieie  ei 
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'agency,  wilt  have  paid  more  than  its  amount  in  two  ^M^ets•«^ 
b«is,  sent  a  aafe  and  convenient  corrency  at  ai^OOO  inte  tht 
channels  ef  commerie,  and  la  atill  m  reeisuaieinlof  ifcisaeiit 
of  circul«tioB. 

"The  uss  of  bills  of  exchaage  will  iKH  be  npesniaa  ^  ths 
i|>eeieoo(«  or  tM  txch*qiier.   Tbt UftumwmAtfiim^ 
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Senate. 


ftMmd^  <nd  wert  BXtentif^ty  uted  Ufiddr'  tho  i^o  natiootl 
Ulu-«tMo  meir'pafwrf  fn  «<yural  vredH^  liad*«»rf  ndTUtlaM 
itichthiivUlt>oMflit,af  bcunguMtle  tuc^asHtwitoie,.  Twt 
ipof  /com  fzperienos  is  couclu^ive.  One  ^rouadof  prefer* 
QjCCt  If hich  haa  EJIwajfs  been  appreciated  here  and  iri  Europe, 
I,  inafi  bills  uf  exchange  are  mole  aafe  than  baolm  'tee,aa 
bay  biU-  ao'ttinputian  lo  rotibefy  ar  aiMb«zx<eih»nl;  at>d,  aa 
awai  naif  ^  m^  of.tha  aaineianor  an4  da^  bjr  diflrrent  con- 
V<*noea,  (m  wluch  caaai  no  luaa.  will  be  eustained  if  any  one 
^liVea'to  aafety,)  the  rlalc  may  easily  bo  redocad  almoat  to  an 
tipo*»ibilHy.  The  per^t  characiei  of  these  billaof  exrhange, 
todi  thair^aodoaUed  eradu,  wl!I  gelnanlty  ^iTBthaaa  a  pralet- 
^  vwtt  pibaiw-  Tbey>  wiltaevar  be  .{koteated  for  waiHol 
auia,  atiby  oflSca  wb^re  ihey  are  payable.  No  eoibarrasa* 
saht  Can  rfeaQlt  firom  the  neceaoity  oriraoamiiting  tpt^cie  from 
nca  Xu  adloa.  The  oocaaionaare  very  rare  (and,  if  ihia  ay  a* 
mt  wnt  ia  operatiM),  nrouU  bee^M  timreTava)  inwhirbapa- 
f0  Daei|e  i6  04  caaiovaii;  aa  for  almoae  every  purpoae  %io4 
aperts  preferred.  Thepapet  of  one  olfice  would  generally 
a  aa  good  aa  epecfe  in  moiM  othera.  If  a  Oepoaite  were  matie 
f -fvaw  yorbtoBMeta:dniftonHia«>fl)cainNew  Orle-ina,Uib 
tuw  aHica Would  preiertha  Kew  Vork  paper  to  coin, in Uia 
pitacDop  ataie  of  aichangea.  When  the  ayatem  haa  been  aome 
free  in  operation,  specie  wilt  have  found  itn  proper  placea  of  re- 
■oae,  atMl  raoremeMaof  H  would  aeldom  be  required.  Should 
u  aippraltenalon  he  eniartainad  thai  the  tatiremeDt  of apecie 
mo.tb^  agaactea  iroakl  ewibarraaa  theba&ta,  kwiii  badiai^- 
laied.hy  a  little  reflecUoo  upon  tbe  operaiiooa  alreeily  d^- 
Crtb«d.  Thoae  eflicelrB  are  buund  to  deliver,  atthednne  ofde- 
oatta^  Mn  amouAt  In  paper  equal  to  the  amount  trecerved  in 
paeia.  Tbatpapec  win  lakatheptaeedf  the  specie  which  Urefy 
m^n^m,  and  ihe  aaraa  poriion  of  H  will  be  denoaitcd  by  met- 
hanta  and  othera  who  Keen  their  accounia^io  bantclDg  jnatim- 
lona  aa  of  .the  apecie  fpr  which  S(  is  a  subatfiute.  as  it  win 
«f  *ili|lK.  and  aanveolatit  elrculatloat  It  will  mlngleKhofv  with 
It^paparoflMUifcaor  aooadaredifrio  comoioq  comaaeccialtopa' 
Mf^opfli  abd  coDsequantly  be  more  frequently  uaed  in  making 
Aymenta  upon  discouriied  notea  and  other  Indebtednesa  to 
MTt^jrad  Inatitutiotia,  than  apecie  now  ia.  When  po«iae8a«id  by 
bank;  ktaaaliiba  value  of  apecia.  If  floeafts  are.  Wanted  for 
:dpfQ#ita  in  a^ ivieocy,  d^ia  paper  will  be k%caivad  of  a  banl^ 
icmai  purpose,  aa  readily  aa  apeciet  Bhoald  sold  and  ailTer 
lawaatwi  Cikrexpoftailor>,  or  any  other  extraordinary  demand, 
ha  bank  which  twi.Mniee  tiris  paper  haa  the  certahi  meanaof 
OBMitiAgi^at.pleaBurs,  Jto»4he  article  iequiiad.Svery  bUl  of 
«*»W  W«^'« wUieae  ofllcea  ww, ^ m matori*y,  restore 

0  dtt^ulaiion,  either  in  f'pecie  or  thia  round  pap«r,  tbe  amouut 
lapoalled  for  its  procurement.    Indeed,  it  IB  difflcuTtK^  footer 

1  <|aiibt  Amif  in  regard  to  tha  means  of  redeeming  their  own 
miaaiQmhthaibafikswril  peaaessmore  aiaplaiasaiiKea  thanal 
>ra»em,  b-ia  true,  tha(  the  cbannela  of  commerce  will  be 
tartiaVy  filled  with  a  medium  of  sound  and  imperishable  credit, 
vhicb  w|n  ataod'th<«  shock  of  every  poastbie  TtciiaSiade,  except 
li«  aabvetaianor  ilia  Qovemment.  Bui  this  will  promote  the 
ivangih'ofthe  banking  insUtutioiia  do  less  than  the  stability  of 
lie  cdrrancy. 

**Ftotn  the  esCabUsbflMn(  of  a  national  corporatioD  with  a 
arf  a  specie  capital,  the  banks  were  appreheosiva  of  suataio* 
bg^lqJ^'iThY  the  great  and  audden  withdrawment  Of  the  pre- 
fans  metals  from  thetr  possession.  But  the  agencies  can  pro- 
l«ca  too  auch  embanaasmem^  for  their  progress  win  be  too 
xaidaalto  caoseany  convulsion;  and  the  immediate  reatora- 
too  to  the  market  of  a  medium  ufequal  amount  and  value  with 
ti«t  which  ia  withdrawn,  will  enable  those  inatitutioits  at  any 
ime  to  eomoMund  the  apecie  which  they  require.  Aa  a  Just 
»maii9«>ba  paid  for  exchangee,  it  iabelieveU  ihatallthe  ex- 
icxvea  of  conducting  tbe  basinesa  of  the  exchequer  and  its 
fancies  wilt  be  deftayed  from  that  source,  and  probably  a 
cHich  largeraum  may  be  realaed.  The  loai>e8  of  tbe  currency 
^  ftre,  ship^recic  and  other  casualties,  aa  shown  in  the  erpe- 
fertoa  of  banks,  wouM  not  be  an  iruionsiderable  item  of  gain. 
L  aanaJl  CHremium  (fay  a  half  or  quarter  of  one  per  cent.)  might 
feaaooably  be  exacteu  of  depoeitors,  if  hereafier  deemed  neces- 
ary,  upon  notes  issued  in  exchange  for  9r>ecie.  While  thia  aye- 
atn  wiH  famiahtiie  dealred  meana  for  tha  colleaiog,  safekeep- 
Af.anddiaburaeaientof  the  public  revenue,  anda'l  the  reqal- 
lia  facilideaTor  exchanges  between' diflferent  aeciiona  of  the 
ouQtry,  as  vrell  as  create  a  aound  and  convenient  currency,  It  {s 
jcampt  ftoro  the  objectionable  features  of  other  modes  of'eflbct- 
r»^,  iQ  part  or  In  whole,  tbe  same  objects  heretofore  presented 
or  consideration.  It  authorizes  no  baitksor  othsr  corporations, 
*o  discounts,  no  lending  un  credit  in  any  form  whatever,  no  ex- 
laoaioaof  the  currency  by  public  drafts  or  otherwise,  no  paper 
fKrtiay  resting  on  ihecredii  of  the  Government,  and  depending 
n  accf  uiog  revenues  for  redemption.  It  confers  no  extent  of 
xecutive  patronaae  or  influence.  No  officer  can  be  either  ap- 
»otmadDr  removed  by  the  Preeident,  witlftut  the  concurrence 
4  tlia  flanata,  and  only  for  certain  specified  caoaes.  It  confers 
lO diacrecionary  powers  by  which  partialitiea  may  be  indulged 
n  behalf  of  a  personal  or  political  favorite.  Whoever  pre- 
ents  hiaapecie  notes,  or  bills  of  r-xchangp,  at  maturity,  ia  en* 
illad  Co  his  specie;  and  whoever  presents  his  specie,  is  entitled 
3  tiM  paper  which  he  selects.  Tha  righta  of  evaiy  applicant 
.re  defined  by  law,  and  his  iransacilona  at  the  agency  are  of  the 
impleat  character.  The  lawa  of  trade,  and  not  anv  auperin- 
BiHttng  boaitl  or  public  egent,  decide  the  amount  of  deposhes, 
mia  of  exchange,  and  paper  corrency.  Tbe  wants  and  means 
f  individuali  composina  tbe  community  vrill  best  regulate  tbe 
troportions of  paperand specie, in  the  absence  of  allartificial 
e^raint  and  supervision  of  the  Govemraent" 

Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  President,  adopt  this  mcaa- 
ire  with  the  modificatiuns  1  have  proposed;  or 
hall  we,  in  spite  of  the  cries  which^ppeal  to  us 
»n  all  sides — the  terrible  and  wide  spread  distress 
hat  refgns  over  the  whole  country — ^ihe  alarming 
paralysis  of  all  industry  and  trade— the  fri«:htful 
acridces  of  properly  that  are  happening  every- 
rbere,  and  all  the  appalling  difficaliies  that  hare 
Vozeii  up  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the  couniry 
a  its. very  heart,  calmly  sit  down,  dismiss  all 
bought  of  attenipting  a  remedy,  shut  our  eyes,  stop 
»ar  cars,  and  determine  to  do  nothing^  Do  noth- 
ng,  did  1  sayl  Do  nothing^  whilst  the  country  is 
bleeding  at  every  pore  for  want  of  action  here?  Do 
lothing,  whilst  our  commerce  is  languishing,  our 
DBHtifBtemring  and  xnechanic  interests  para^^i 


our  agricultural  products  rotting  on  our  hands  for 
want  of  a  market!  Do  nothing,  whilst  an  agoniz- 
ing and  di**tracied  people  are  looking  to  us  for  re- 
lief! Do  nothing,  whiiNt  the  cries  of  helpless  wo- 
men and  children,  with  starvation  before  inera,  ar^ 
borne  to  us  on  every  breeze  I  Do  ncJthing,  because 
the  time  has  gone  by  for  the  adoption  of  one  favor- 
rite  measure,  and  because  the  time  has  not  arrived 
for  the  adoption  of  another!  Do  nothing— yes,.Mr. 
President,  do  nothing,  whilst  Ihe  country  js  sacri- 
ficed between  the  conflicting  interests  of  contending 
parlies!  Sir,  I  need  add  no  more.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a 
seat  in  this  body,  1  have  endeavored,  faithfully,  fear- 
lessly, and  conscientiously,  to  discharge  my  duty, 
without  regard  lb  consequences,  personal  or  politi- 
cal. I  shall  continue  so  to  discharge  it;  and,  with- 
out intending  the  remotest  reflection  on  the  motives 
and  conduct  of  others,  I  ^all  always  feel  a  proud 
consciousness,  in  the  introduction  oAhis  bill,  and 
in  advocating  its  passage,  of  having  done  nSy  duty 
to  myself,  tomy  constituents,  and  to  the  country. 
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SPEECH  OP  MR.  RIVES, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  StnaU  of  ihe  UniUd  SlaUs,  Marched,  1843- On. 
the  bill  lOF  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with 
Qireat  Britain. 

Tbe  bit)  for  carrying  into  «^cc  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  At^ 
LEN  of  Ohio  moved  to>  amend  ibe  sixth  section  of  the 
bill,  which  "empowers  the  President,  in  execntion 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  to  apply  so  mnch 
of  the  naval  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary 
therefor^  to  the  preparation,  tquipnaent^  and  main- 
ta»anoeofthe  naval  force  therein  stipulated  to  be 
employed  on  the  poast  of  Africa  by  the  United 
3iaies,"  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  the  sum  so  ap- 
plied shan  not  exceed  $240,000.  The  question  be- 
ing upon  Mr.  ALbav's  amendment — 

Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  said,  that  if  ihe  trea^  be 
executed  at  all,  it  ought  not  to  be  executed  b^  halves. 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  full,  exact,  and  faitnful  com- 
pliance with  the  Mipulations  of  the  treaty  on  our 
part,  till  there  had  been  some  overt  act  of  contra- 
vention to  it  on  tbe  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
he  bad  seen  no  sufficient  reason  to  apprehend.  It 
is  in  this  way  only  that  the  national  faith  and  honor 
can  be  preserved  intact,  and  that  the  other  party 
will  foe  left  without  excuse,  if  there  should  be  any 
disposition  on  its  part  not  to  act  fully  up  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  arrangement.  The 
sum  limited  by  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allbn,]  was  obvious- 
ly, and  even  glaringly,  inadequate  to  the  support 
of  a  squadron  of  eighty  ^uns,  with  its  proper 
complement  of  men  and  officers,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  and  considering  it,  therefore,  equivalent  to 
a  negative  on  the  full  •execution  of  the  treaty,  he 
should  unhesitatingly  vote  against  it 

Nor  (said  Mr.  Riveb)  can  I  concur  in  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  honorable  colleague,  fMr.  Archbr,]  that 
the  whole  of  the  sixth  section-of  the  bill  might, 
without  impropriety,  be  stricken  out.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  see  in  it,  with  pleasure,  a  seasonable  recog- 
nition of  the  doctrine  .«5ucces?fully  maintained,  after 
an  arduous  conflict,  by  the  Republican  party  on 
two  memorable  occasions — ^Jay's  treaty  m  1795, 
and  tbe  commercial  convention  with  Great  Brit- 
ain in  1815— a  doctrine  which  I  believe  to  em- 
body the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and 
which  establishes  the  principle,  that,  in  regard 
to  all  matters  submitted  by  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution  to  the  action  of  Congress,  (as  in  this 
instance;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
naval  iorce^^  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  must 
depend  for  their  execution  on  the  free  and  re- 
sponsible co-operaiion  of  the  legislative  department. 
This,  too,  is  m  conformity  to  the  British  practice. 
On  a  recent  and  analogous  occasion  in  that  coun- 
try, the  slave-trade  conventions  of  1831  and  1833 
with  France,  after  having  been  duly  ratified  by  the 
treaty-making  power,  were  formally  enactecl  into 
law,  word  for  word,  by  ike  authority  of- Parliament ^ 
and  clothed  with  all  the  specialities  of  a  British 
statute.  Surely,  in  our  popular  representative  sys- 
tem, i)j^0  ought  not  to  0^  less  a  constitutional  bal- 
ance nw  J  (io(ii^\  ift  the  hands  of  the  legislative  de- 
parting  J  10  tl^  treaty-making  power. 

Tk  ^ncip^^  recognised  by  the  sixth  section  of 
Ihis  k;^  P^^iuir^*^  additional  hold  upon  our  atten- 
^'^tJ  «^1  ^^  firesent  instance,  from  the  coi^ideraiio» 
^4tt*^b  t^^fortttXA^^y}  there  shall  hereafier  arise 


any  serious  pracUcal  disagreement  between  the  two 
Governments  respecting  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  arrangement  which  has  been  entered 
into,  it  may  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Congress  to 
interpose  its  high  remedial  power.s,  as  it  did  in  the 
memorable  example  of  1798,  in  our  relations  with 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  stipula- 
tions which  have  not  been  reciprocally  observed  by 
the  other  contracting  party,  in  their  true  spirit,  and 
fair  and  obvious  import. 

I  repeat,  Mr.  President,  that  1  do  not,  and  will 
not,  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  any  such  disagree- 
ment, until  much  more  substantial  grounds  for  the 
apprehension  than  any  which  have  yet  appeared 
shall  disclose  themselves.  When  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
in  the  speech  which  was  commented  upon  h/Bre  a 
few  dajTs  ago,  says  that  the  British  Government,  by 
the  treaty  of  Washington,  had  not  abandoned  or 
renounced  the  doclrine  of  the  right  of  visitation^ 
as  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's  letters,  I  caa 
readily  comprehend  the  declaration.  It  was  not  the 
purpose  of  tnat  arrangement  to  adjust  a  creed,  or 
establish  a  code  of  abstract  principles.  No  abandon- 
ment or  renunciation  was  asked  from  Great  Britain 
of  any  doctrine  or  principle  she  maintained  in  re* 
gard  to  the  alleged  right  of  visy|tion.  It  was  suffi- 
cient that  we  wholly  denied  tm  existence  of  any 
such  right;  and  that  we  had,  in  the  most  solenm 
form,  through  the  highest  organ  of  our  interna* 
tional  relations,  proclaimed  that  denial  to  England 
aiKl  the  world.  The  rights  we  claimed  wcie  lo  be 
held,  not  by  the  concession  or  acknowledgment  of 
any  other  power,  but  by  our  own  confidence  in 
their  justice,  and  by  our  determination  to  maintain 
them.  ^ 

But  there  were  practical  evils  admitted  by 
both  (JovernmeDis,  which  required  a  practical 
remedy.  The  flag  of  tbe  United  States  had 
been  extensively  abused  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, by  the  slave-dealers  of  nations  which  had 
granted  to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  search 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  to  cover  the 
iniquitous  traffic  in  which  they  w ve  engaged.  The 
cruisers  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  execution  of  this 
right  of  search,  conceded,  to  them  by  certain  pow- 
ers of  Europe  and  America,  and  pursuing  what 
they  alleged  to  believe  were,  in  reality,  Spanish, 
Portugut^e,  or  Brazilian  vessels,  which  sought  to 
disguise  themselves  by  fraudulently  hoisting  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  had,  in  many  instances, 
visiteti  and  detained  bona  fide  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  subjected  them  to  interrup- 
tions, more  or  less  injurious,  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  voyages.*  Th«se  interruptions  and  detentions 
of  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  became  (as,  of 
right,  they  ought  to  have  become)  the  subject  of 
spirited  remonstrance  and  demand  for  redress  upon 
the  British  Government;  and  were  engendering  a 
serious  degree  of  irritation  and  dissatisfaction  in 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  constantly  alleged,  in  exten- 
uation or  excuse  aL  these  cases — which  were,  from 
time  to  time,  bmught  to  its  notice — the  fact  (ad- 
mitted by  our  minister)  that  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  had  been,  "grossly  abused"  by  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  to' cover  their  criminal  and  unlawful 
pursuits.  They  further  declared  (what,  indeed,  it 
was  difficult  to  "gainsay)  that,  unless  effectual  meas- 
,  urcs  of  some  sort  were  taken  lo  prevent  this  abuse, 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  would  become  the 
shelter  under  which  the  malefactors  of  all  nations 
would  prosecute,  with  impunity,  a  traffic  which 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  were  the  first  to  d^* 
nounce  as  infamous,  and  to  pursue  with  the  sever- 
est penalties. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  felt  that, 
whatever  measures  were  necessary  to  protect  the 
national  flag  from  abuse,  either  by  our  own  citizens 
or  by  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  the  adoption 
and  the  execution  of  those  measures  belonged  to 
ihe  United  States  themselves.  It  was  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  which  they  had  invariably  held 
in  regard  to  the  mutual  independence  and  equality 
of  all  nations  on  the  ocean,  as  well  as  with  their 
own  jealous  sense  of  national  dignity,  to  confide 
the  supervision  of  their  flag,  in  any  case,  to  the 
cruisers  of  another  power.  To  remove  from 
themselves,  therefore,  all  possible  reproach  of  even 
a  negative  connivance  at  the  abuse  of  their  flag 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  lake  away  from  British  cruisers  all  pretext 
for  interference  with  the  American  flag  on  the 
ground  of  such  suspected  abuse,— while  they  gave 
to  the  world  the  most  unequivocal  pledge  of  their 
sincerity,  and  determination  to  aid  in  all  proper 


206 


APPENDIX  TO  TH£  CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBF« 


March*  IMi. 


27th  Cono....^.3d  Sb&s. 


The  BriUsh  Trtaty—Mr.  Rives. 


measures  for  the  final  extinction  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  the  United  Stales  proposed,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  British  Government,  the  employ- 
ment by  the  two  countries  of  *Hndependcnl"  squad- 
rons, of  "sufficient  and  adequate"  force,  to  cruise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  "to  enforce,  separately 
and  respectively ^  the  laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of 
each  of  the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade."  The  distinctive  and  avowed,  princi- 
ple of  the  arrangement,  on  its  face,  was  the  stpa- 
rate  and  independent  action  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  two  countries;  and  was  obviously  intended 
to  supersede,  in  practice,  so  far  as  its  operation  ex- 
tended, an^  visitation  of  the  fla^  of  the  one  power 
by  the  cruisers  of  the  other. 

That  the  legitimate  and  bona  fide  effect  of  the 
arrangement,  within  the  sphere  and  for  the  time 
of  its  operation,  is  to  put  an  end,  in  fact^  to  those 
visitations  and  detentions  of  the  American  flag 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which  had  been  ihe  sub- 
ject of  complaint  and  discussion  between  the  two 
Gtovernmenis,  whatever  arguments  or  pretensions 
may  still  be  urged  by  the  British  Government  on 
the  abstract  question  of  the  alleged  right  in  gene- 
ral, is  placed  beyond  all  controversy  by  a  recur- 
rence to, the  correspondence  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ft^  Governments  in  London, 
which  preceded  th?negotiation,  and  furnishes  the 
(rue  key  to  the  interpretation  of  this  arrangement. 
It  was,  as  I  have  alreadv  stated,  the  extensive  and 
admitted  abuse  of  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates  by 
the  vessels  of  other  nations,  which  sought,  by 
fraudulently  assuming  it,  to  protect  the  guilty 
trafiic  in  which  they  were  engaged  from  detec- 
tion and  arrest,  that  the  British  Government  con- 
stantlf  put  forward  to  excuse  or  justify  the  visita- 
tion of  American  vessels  by  their  cruisers.  Lord 
Aberdeen,  in  bis  letter  of  I3th  October,  1841,  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  says: 

"  The  confession  of  Mr.  StevensoiK  that  the  trade 
is  extensively  carried  on  under  the  fraudulent  use 
of  the  American  flag,  does,  in  truth,  justify  the 
whole  claim  put  forward  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  constittftes  that  reasonable  ground  of  sus- 
picion which  the  law  of  nations  requires  in  such 
a  case.  The  admitted  fact  ofthistUmse  creates  the 
right  of  inquiry" 

Now,  when  effectual  measures  have  been  taken 
by  the  United  Slates  to  prevent  this  abuse  of  their 
flag,  by  the  employment  of  an  adequate  squadron 
of  their  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
purpose — measures  which  have  received  the  solemn 
and  deliberate  concurrence  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, with  an  express  recognition  of  their  "suffi- 
ciency" by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  af\er  "con- 
sultation wiih  the  British  negotiator"  (^  ^^  Presi- 
dent informs  us  in  his  late  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives)  "as  to  the  quantum  of  force  ne- 
cessary to  be  employed  in  order  to  obtain  the  ob- 
ject in  view" — such  measures,  the  "adequacy  and 
sufficiency"  of  which  are  admitted  by  the  British 
Government  itself,  are  taken  by^e  United  States 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  flaff  the  logical  and 
accessary  consequence,  even  upon  their  own  prin- 
ciples, is,  thai  the  visitation  or  detention  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  they  have  attempted  to  justify 
or  excuse  only  by  (he  fact  of  that  abuse,  must  cease 
with  it.  It  is,  says  Lord  Aberdeen,  "the  admitted 
fact  of  this  almse  which  creates  the  right  of  inquiry." 
But  when  effectual  provision  is  made  to  prevent 
and  guard  against  this  abuse,  by  an  arrangement  to 
which  Great  Britain  is  herself  a  party,  the  right 
of  inquiry,  or  visitation,  which  was  built  upon  the 
hypothesis  of  that  abuse,  •  must,  to  that  extent  at 
leas>t,  cea,se  to  exist.  It  requires  no  express  agree- 
ment, under  these  circumstances,  to  create  the  ob- 
ligation of  abstaining  from  the  visitations  and  de- 
tentions of  the  American  fla^,  which  had  been 
complained  of.  In  such  a  case,  res  ipse  loquitur. 
The  transaction  explains,  and  carries  its  meaning 
and  obligation  on  its  face. 

Any  renewal,  under  such  circumstances,  of  the 
vexations  to  which  the  American  flag  had  been 
subjected  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  would  be  in  di- 
rect contravention  of  what  was  universally  under- 
stood here,  upon  the  spot  of  the  negotiation,  to  be 
the  practical  eflect  of  the  arrangement.  It  (u>uld 
not  fail  to  give  rise  to  the  gravest  possible  question 
in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  I  cannot,  and 
will  not,  believe  that  there  is  any  such  design  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government.  When  it  is 
recollected  what  honorable  and  emphatic  language 
was  employed,  but  two  or  three  years  ago,  on^this 
same  snoiect,  by  that  remarkable  man— tne  master- 
spirit of  his  cooAtry— whose  firm  and  steady  hand 


now  guides  the  course  of  her  public  councils,  the 
highest  personal  pledge  is  superadded  to  the  most 
solemn  national  guaranty.  I  allude,  of  course,  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  In  1839,  when  a  bill  for 
the  more  efiectual  suppression  of  tne  slave  trade 
was  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  the 
administration  of  Lord  Melbourne,  to  indemnify 
officers  of  the  British  navy  for  visiting  and  detaining 
any  foreign  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  on  suspicion, 
and  examining  their  papers,  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton protested  against  it  with  all  the  honest  energies 
of  his  high  intellect  and  character.  If  his  speeches 
on  the  occasion  have  not  been  incorrectly  reported, 
he  deiK)unced  it  as  a  novelty  in  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  practice  of  nations.  He  ad- 
monished their  lordships  that  there  was  "one  great 
nation,  at  least— the  United  States  of  America" — 
who  would  not  submit  to  it;  that,  if  t*here  was  one 
point  more  to  be  avoided  than  another,  it  was  that 
relating  to  ibe  visitation  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  American  Union;  and,  finally,  he  warned  the 
Government  not  to  proceed  with  their  bill,  but 
"rather  to  issue  anoraerincauncit^  or  a  declaration 
of  war  I" 

While  I  feel ,  therefore,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  every  as- 
surance which  can  be  inspired  by  the  faith  of  a 
solemn  international  transaction,  and  by  declara- 
tions of  the  most  imposing  weight  in  the  public 
councils  of  Great  Britain,  that  there  will  be  no  at- 
tempt to  renew  in  practice^  under  existing  circum- 
stances, the  visitation  of  the  American  fliag  on  the 
coast  of  Africa;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ab- 
stract doctrines  recently  put  forth  by  the  British 
Government  in  regard  to  an  alleged  right  of  visita- 
tion, are  well  calculated  to  arouse  the  timely  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  and  the  other  maritime 
powers  of  the  world. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  how  precious  every  mo- 
ment of  the  time  of  the  Senate  is,  on  this  the  last  day 
but  one  of  the  session.  I  do  not  mean,  therefote, 
to  enter  into  any  systematic  discussion  of  this  grave 
and  most  important  questiom  But,  being  compelled 
to  difier,  in  an  essential  respect,  from  a  docu- 
ment of  very  high  authority,  (i  allude  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives OB  the  27th  ult.,)  and  deeming  it  of  very  great 
moment,  if  an  error  should  have  been  inadvertent- 
ly committed  in  that  exposition  pf  the  doctrines  of 
maritinie  law,  as  supposed  to  be  contended  for  by 
the  United  States,  that  it  should  not  go  forth  to  the 
world  with  the  presumed  concurrence  of  the  other 
branchesof  the  Government— which  would  natural- 
ly be  inferred,  if  no  dissent  were  expressed  in 
either  House  of  the  National  Legislature; — the  Sen- 
ate, I  am  sure,  will  bear  with  me,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  while  1  state,  as  briefly  as  th^  nature  of  the 
subject  will  admit,  the  principles  which  I  conceive 
to  have  been  heretofore  invariably  maintained, 
with  the  justest  reason,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there  should 
be  no  misconception  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  posi- 
tion the  United  States  occupy  on  these  vital  ques- 
tions, aflfecting  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas. 
Providence  seems  to  have  cast  upon  us,  in  an  es- 
pecial manner,  the  responsibility  and  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  standard-bearer  in  this  great  cause.  While 
the  attempts  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  other  na- 
tions to  sustain  it.  have  given  way  to  the  seductionsof 
temporary  expeaiency,  or  been  crushed  by  the  force 
of  powerful  combinations,  the  United  States  alone, 
through  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  and  oAen  with 
fearful  odds  against  them,  have  stood  forth  the 
steady  and  unwavering  champions  of  the  immuni- 
ty and  independence  of  flags  upon  the  ocean. 
The  efforts  and  writings  of  our  great  statesmen  in 
this  cause — of  Jeflferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe — 
no  less  than  the  brilliant  deeds  of  our  warriors,  in 
the  same  glorious  struggle,  are  among  the  proudest 
illustrations  of  our  past  history.  We  most  be  cau- 
tious, therefore,  to  surrender  nothing  which  has 
been  thus  dearly  and  nobly  won. 

The  message  of  the  President  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  while  denying  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  exercise  a  general  police  over  the  flags 
of  independent  nations,  yet  aisserts  that  if  the  vessel 
of  another  nation—of  the  United  States,  for  ex- 
ample— be  suspected  of  piracy  upon  what  shall 
seem  probable  cause,  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
such  a  vessel  by  a  British  cruiser,  though  the  sus- 

Ipicion  turn  out  erroneous,  woqld  givf  rise  to  neither 
public  responsibility,  nor  any  claim  of  indemnity 
to  the  owner.  "Tlie  right,  tmder  such  circum- 
stances "  says  the  message,  "not  only  to  visit  and 
detain,  but  to  search  a  ship,  is  a  perfeU  right,  and 


in  vol  ves  neither  responsibility  nw  indemmikf.^  Nov, 
Mr.  President,  I  must  say,  with  all  respect,  tkat 
this  doctrine  of  the  measaee  seems  to  me  not  it 
have  been  very  well  Considered,  and  caiiBoi  Ik 
easily  reconciled  with  those  impregnable  priaci- 
pies  of  public  law,  upon  which  we  have  heretofore 
stood  against  the  world  in  arms.  I  had  soppoKd, 
that  if  any  principle  ofthe  maritime  code  baa  beea 
triumphantly  vindieated  and  upheld  by  the  labor  of 
American  statesmen,  it  was  this: — that,  in  tine  of 
peace,  there  is  no  rights  in  any  case,  on  the  part  eC 
a  foreign  cruiser,  to  interrupt  or  detain  the  rcseh 
of  another  nation  upon  the  hi^h  seas;  that  a  vesb 
of  a  nation  on  the  nigh  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  par- 
takes ofthe  inviolability  of  her  lerntorj;  and  thic 
any  entry  on  board  such  vessel,  without  coosoi, 
'    in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  trespass.    If  a  vead, 
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under  the  circumstances  supposed  in  the  _^__ 
be  suspected  of  being  a  pirate,  a  foreisn  cmisa 
may,  upon  her  responsibility,  stop  and  examiae 
her;  but  she  does  so  at  her  peril.  If  the  aospectH 
vessel  be  in  reality  a  pirate,  no  harm  will  have  beea 
done;  but  i(  on  the  other  hand,  she  prove  to  be  aWas 
fide  vessel  of  the  nation  whose  nag  she  bears,  a 
trespass  will  have  been  committed,  inrolvfiig  hoik 
responsibility  and  indemnity,  accoiding  to  the  di- 
cumstances  ofthe  case. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  these  prte- 
ciples  have,  in  other  times— and  those,  too,  not  ^ 
tinguished  by  any  peculiar  favor  shown  to  tht 
maritime  rights  of  other  nations—been  recognisd 
in  the  fullest  manner  by  the  highest  British  aothori* 
ties.  In  a  well  known  case  brought  before  him  ai 
judge,  the  celebrated  Sir  William  ScoU  (aAf 
Lord  Slowell)  emphatically  declare^  «*««  ** 
fi,nd  no  aidkorit^f  that  gives  Me  righl  of  in 
to  the  navigOitum  ^  Stales  upon  the  high 
cept  tha*  fOhich  the  right  of  war  gives  to  belHgerewt 
against  neutrals."  fut  the  whole  doctrine  apoa 
this  subject  has  been  stated  in  so  lucid  and  compre- 
hensive a  manner,  and  with  such  self-evident  reip 
son,  in  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Monroe,  while  Sec^^ 
tary  of  State  und^r  the  administration  of  Mr.Bfad- 
ison,  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  quote  here  what  was 
said  by  the  American  Government,  with  so  much 
weight  of  authority,  on  that  occasion.  In  the  in- 
structions to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated  the  15th  April, 
1813,  the  American  doctrine—the  matured  and  care- 
fully considered  result  of  our  lon^  dicnssioBi 
with  that  power  on  the  subject  of  maritime  righia— 
was  thus  clearly  and  deliberately  summed  up: 

"That  the  vessels  of  a  nation  are  considered  a 
part  of  its  territory,  with  the  exception  of  the  bel- 
ligerent right  only,  is  a  principle  too  well  estab- 
lished to  ,1^  brought  into  discussion.  Each  Stale 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels,  hi 
laws  govern  in  them;  and  ofiences  against  those 
]aw8*are  pimishable  by  its  tribunals  only.  The  JLaf 
of  a  nation  protects  everything  sailing  mmdtr  U  is 
time  of  peace;  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with  the 
exception  of  the  belligerent  rights  growing  om  of 
the  war.  An  entry  on  board  tfie  vessels  of  one 
power  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other  case, 
or  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over  them,  is 
a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hoslilihfy 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  maintain  this  princi- 
ple of  the  law  of  nations  inflexiblv,  and  in  its  in- 
diminished  integrity.  The  inviolability  ofthe  deck 
of  an  American  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  under  all 
circumstances,  in  time  of  peace;  and  in  lime  of  war, 
with  those  limited  exceptions  only  which  are  estab> 
lished  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war  as  a&ct- 
ing  neut»ls~is  a  doctrine  indissolobly  connected 
with  our  national  honor  and  security.  Toadoiit 
a  rieht  of  entrv  on  board  an  American  vessel  oa 
the  high  sea?,  in  anv  case,  in  time  of  PO^  >s  to 
surrender  the  principle,  and  to  open  a  door  for  tbt 
most  dangerous  abuses. 

On  this  subject,  we  may  learn  naefol  lessons 
from  the  history  of  the  past.  In  our  long  and  bit- 
ter controversy  with  Great  Britain  respecting  ta- 
pressment,  ifbable  to  find  any  principle  of  the  law 
of  nations  which  gave  her  tne  right  to  enter  oa 
board  American  vessels  in  quest  of  British  seamea, 
she  defended  the  practice  under  cover  of  a  ri^ 
of  entrv  acknowleoged  to  exist  in  time  of  war,  for 
a  wholly  diflereni  object.  She  said  that,  by  the  ac- 
knowledged rules  of  international  law,  we  have  a 
right  to  lx)ard  and  search  neutral  vessels  in  time  of 
war,  for  contraband  and  enemies*  proptrtf;  and  be- 
ing, in  the  exercise  of  this  unquestioned  right,  law- 
fully on  board  an  American  vessel,  if  we  find  Brit- 
ish seamen  there,  we  may  lawfully  impitss  and 
carry  them  away*,  though  we  had  no  liffAf  iatte 
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fiiS  insUnce,  to  go  on  board  for  such  an  objeci. 
Tbisvasihe  British  ar^umeni,  in  jusiificaiion  of 
the  impressmenl  of  seamcDon  board  American  ves- 
sels, gravely  put  fonb  to  tbe  vorld  in  ihe  memora' 
bit  declaration  of  (he  Prince  Regent  of  the  9th  of 
Janaary,  1813. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if,  contra^  lo  the  whole 
currem  ofdoeirioe  and  auibuiity  by  which  we  have 
been  heretofore  guided  on  (his  subjtct  of  maritime 
rights,  we  yield  a  right  of  entry  into  an  American 
vessel  in  time  of  peace,  io  any  case,  opoo  the  plea 
of  lospecled  piracy,  or  any  other,— do  we  not  aobrd 
a  cover,  nnder  wbicb  Great  Britain,  if  her  pride  or 
TdKJ  should  dictate,  may  be  emboldened  to  renecv 
iter  claim  of  impressment,  even  in  a  time  of  gen- 
eral peacel  She  might  well  say  (afier  the  formula 
of  ine  Prince  RegeoL's  declaratit^nj  that,  beicg 
r^jU^iily  on  board,  uponsuspicionof  piracy,  by  your 
own  tdmi^ioD,  and  finding  there  those  we  claim  to 
tie  our  seamen,  we  will  impress  tbcm,  in  the  name 
and  by  rinue  of  tbat  natural  allegisnce  which  our 
laws  declare  to  be  permanent  and  unchangeable, 
and  which  is  doe  in  peace  as  well  as  war.* 

Of  all  the  pretexts  for  the  violation  of  our  Rag, 
the  loosest,  and  most  susceptible  of  abuse  in  prac- 
tice, would  be  the  plea  of  suspected  piracy,  what 
are  Ibe  cxiemal  indicia  of  a  piraiel .  A  uno,  long, 
blaii-looting  vessel,  we  are  told;  and,  under  this 
descripioD,  every  Baltimore  schooner  would  be 
sutgeci  lo  be  (warded  and  overhauled.  What,  in 
the  modem  use  of  lahguagr,  constitutes  piracy 
iiselfl  la  the  plastic  hands  of  diplomacy  or  power, 
nolbint  is  susceptible  of  a  greater  variety  of  Pro- 
laean  shapes.  We  cannot  have  forgotten  that,  ia  a 
solemn  official  communicaliott  which  (he  late  Brit- 
isb  Principal  Secretary  of  State'Ior  Foreign  Affairs 
(Lord  Falmerston)  caused  to  be  addressed  (o  this 
Goverameni,  in  justification  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline  within  the  limits  of  our  territory,  (he 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales  who  took  pari  with  the 
iuhabllantsofCanadainiheliiteiDsurreetioDinthat 
province  were  gravely  characterized  as  "Ameri- 
can piraUsi"  and  an  elaborate  argument  from  Mr. 
Webster  was  necessary  to  prove  that  this  applica- 
tion of  Ihe  term  was  not  proper.  In  the  discussions 
which  took  place  between  the  same  minister  and 
our  reprasentalive  in  London,  on  this  very  subject 
1^  the  right  of  visit,  he  habitually  denominated 
vessels  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave-trade, 
as  "slave- trading  piraltip  and  he  repeatedly  and 
emphatically  appealed  to  the  dentinciaiion  of  the 
trade  as  piracy  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales. 
111! easy  to  foresee,  theiefore,  how,  nader  an  ad- 
mitted right  of  visit,  and  searck  also,  according  to 
the  message,  upon  suspicion  of  [>iracy,  with  a  little 
of  the  dexterity  and  boldness  of  diplomacy  in  tht 


)  from  those  seas  by  insupportable  v 

The  only  secnrily  to  the  rights  of  American 
DaTieatlon  on  the  ocean,  and  for  the  honor  of  oar 
flag,  is  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the  doctrine  which 
was  maintained  by  our  fathers,  and  which  has  been 
delivered  down  to  us  from  the  great  oracles  of 
public  law  in  Europe  and  America— that,  in  time 
of  peace,  there  is  no  right,  in  any  case  whatever, 
on  the  part  of  a  foreign  cruiser,  to  enter  and  detain, 
un  the  high  seas,  (whether  under  Ihe  name  of  visit 
or  search,)  a  vessel  which  bears  our  national  flag; 
by  which,  of  course,  is  meant  the  legitimate  and 
iKma  fide  nag  of  ibe  United  States.  In  the  British 
discussions  of  this  doctrine,  it  has  been  very  un- 
fairly argued,  as  if  we  claimed  some  raysieriuus 
virlne  for  the  mere  outward  ensigp — "the  piece  of 
bnnting,"  as  Lord  Falmerston  permitted  himsclfto 
call  it,  "with  the  ITuited  Stales  emblems  and  colors 
upon  it]"  and  that  any  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave- 
trade  could  protect  herself  from  search  by  merdy 


search  by  the  treaty  stipulations  of  their  respecti 
Governmenltt — nod  ooiorioas  niralical  outlaw; 
would  all  be  enaUed,  t^  this  fraudulent  disgui 
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lo  pass  on  with  secuniy,  before  the  eyes  of  a  Briti>h 
squadron.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  me  lo  say  that  all  this  is  purely  gralui- 
iioii-5.  The  immunity  we  claim  is  for  bma  fidt 
American  vessel.^,  entitled  to  carry  the  flag  of  their 
country.  We  a<lmit,  in  the  most  unijiiallued  man- 
ner, the  light  of  British  cruisers  to  visit,  detain, 
and  search  their  own  vessels,  Ponognese,  Spanish, 

though  any  of  them  may  have  fraudulently  as- 
sumed the  colorsof  the  United  Stales.  Bui,  to  render 
the  act  lawful,  the  vessels  ibns  detained  and  search- 
ed must  be  truly  what  they  are  suspected  to  be — to 
wit,  British, Spanish,  Portuguese,  Brazilian, pirati- 
cal—and  not  bona,  fide  American  vessels.  It  is 
an  acknowledged  maxim  of  universal  law,  that 
every  parly,  while  exercising  his  own  righls,  must 
take  care  not  to  violate  the  rights  of  olbers — Sic 
viert  luo,  ut  non  alienvm  ladas. 

Our  laie  able  and  distinguished  'minister  in 
France  (General  Cass)— who,  aia  critical  moment 
for  the  honor  and  safety  of  bis  country,  arid  with  a 
promptitude  and  success  which  give  him  lastmf 
claims  upon  the  graiilude  of  Ibe  nation,  came  fur- 
ward  to  vindicate  the  pnnciples  o(  our  imerican 
doctrine  m  the  eyes  olturope,  and  especially  of 
our  ancient  and  cbivSlrnus  ally^has  furnished,  iiT 
his  admirable  exposition  on  thai  occasion,  an  illus- 
tration of  ihesuhjeci,  from  the  transactions  of  civil 
life,  which  cannot  fail  lo  carry  conviction  to  every 
mind.  He  compares  the  situation  of  a  British  crui- 
ser, claiming  and  acknowledged  to  posse.^  the 
Tignt  10  visit  and  detain  BtUish,  Portuguese,  Span- 
ish, and  Brazilian  vesselson  the  high  seas,  to  that 
ofa  ministeiial  officer  of  justice,  under  the  muni- 
cipal law,  who  has  a  wrii  or  warrant  of  apprehen- 
ed  against  a  particular  individual.  His  lawful 
authority  is  lo  arrest  A;  but  be  sus|hcIs  B  io  be  A 
in  disguise.  Thl^  suspicion  gives  him  no  right  to 
arrest  B;  but  he  may  do  so,  athii  risk  If  Ihe  per- 
Bon  apprehended  turns  out  to  be  A,  the  act  is  iusti- 
fied  by  the  event;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he -be 
truly  B,  then  a  trespass  has  been  commitied,  and 
an  action  'Of  false  imprisonment  lies  against  the 
officer.  In  this  action,  the  damages,  it  is  true,  may 
be  materially  reduced  and  mitigated  by  the  consid- 
eration of  strong  circumstances  of  suspicion  in  re- 
Sard  to  the  Jdentiiy^f  B,  and  the  little  actual  injury 
e  may  have  sustained;  but,  In  eveiy  case,  ihe  in- 
violability of  Ihe  personal  liTferlyof  the  cilizen  is 
'maintaineil,  and  vindicated  as  an  inexorable  princi- 
ple of  the  law.  In  like  manner,  we  can  never  ad- 
mit as  a  mailer  of  rig/U,  (however  circumstances, 
in  rare  and  extraordinary  caiKs,  might  be  allowed 
to  miligate  or  extenuate  the  tre.spass,)  the  claim  of 
the  British  GoiBniment  lo  visit  and  detain  Ameri- 
can vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  be- 
cause they  may  be  snspecied  of  being  British,  or 
other  vessels  lawfully  snbject  to  search,  and  seeking 
to  screen  themselves  by  hoisting  American  colors, 
if  British  cruisers,  nnder  such  circumstances,  visit 
and  detain  vessels  which  turn  oul  to  be  bmalidt 
Aiuetican  vessels,  they  do  it,  necessarily,  at  their 
risk,  and  without  ng*(. 

'  it  is  curious  and  instructive  to  trace  Ibe  succes- 
sive phases  under  which  this  claim  has  been,  al 
different  limes,  presented  by  the  Briliah  Govern- 
ment. It  was  first  brought  forward  by  Lord  Fal- 
merston, in  his  leUer  lo  Mr.  Stevenson  of  the  27tb 
August,  1841.  It  was  then  claimed  as  "aright  to 
sec,  by  an  examiuaiion  of  papers,  that  the  vessel 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates  was  provided 
with  papefti  entitling  hei  lo  wear  thai  llae,  and 
proving  her  to  be  United  States  properly,  and  nnri- 
gated  according  lo  lam;"  and  it  was  to  be  eierciserl 
generally  Dodcr  "circumstances  whith  Justify  a 
suspicion  Ihat  such  vessels  are  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade."  The  annunciation  of  the  claim  was 
met  by  our  minister  (Mr.  Stevenson)  with  an  ener- 
gy and  decision,  and  a  ready  abiliiy,  which  do  him 
much  honor.  A  change  oi  administration  having 
occurred,  the  subject  passed  into  the  hands  of  I.ord 
Aberdeen-  While  reasserting  the  British  claim, 
he  did  30  io  far  more  lioiittd  and  cauiious  terms. 
In  bis  leller  lo  Mr.  Stevenson  of  I3th  October, 
IMl  J,,  described  it  as  a  right  to  "ascertain,  by 
•"••*'■  .-.i^iry.iheiwriOTtait/y,"  rimply,  "of  the 
1  limttcd  it  lo  cases  of  "(he  moA  grnre 
„j  vieU-firundcd  dmiiti  of  Ihe  gnmtne- 
iarader}-  The  claim,  as  yel,  was  not 
"floy  admL-ision  of  the  obligation  of  in- 
aft  uf  mistake.  At  length  came  the 
1  Aberdeen  lo  Mr.  Evereii,  of  the  20th 
''ail  ia  which  bis  Lordship  slates  Ihat 

'^■k"  ■ "'"" 


lie  committed,  and  any  American  vessel  should 
suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  would  be  followed  by 
prompt  and  ample  reparation."  He^e,  itts  readily 
admitted,  is  an  important  modiflcatlon  of  the  ground 
originally  as.snm^.  But,  In  the  same  (ctier,  the 
righl  is  still  asserted,  in  absolute  terms,  lo  visit  and 
detain  American  vessels  on  the  high  sca-s,  when 
their  nationality  is  suspected,  in  order  to  ascertain, 
by  their  papers  or  "oilier  proofs,"  the  genuineness 
of  Iheir  character;  and  we  are  now,  it  seems,  for* 
matly  apprized,  through  a  despatch  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen to  Mr.  Fox,  that  this  alleged  righ  conlinnes 
to  be  maintained  by  the  British  Oovemment,  and 
will  nol  be  abandoned.  To  this  there  is  but  one 
answer,— that  Ihe  right  claimed  is  still  denied  by 
the  United  States  and  will  never  be  admitted  or 
acquiesced  in;  and  I  trust,  sir,  when  ibe  official 
answer  shall  go  from  ihis  GoTemmeni,  due  care 
will  be  laken  to  guard  against  any  inferences,  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  doctrines  of  (naritime  law 
which  we  have  hitherto  invariably  maintained, 
frojn  any  hurried  or  inadvertent  expressions  in  the 
recent  message  lo  the  House  of  Sep  resent  a  lives. 

The  people  of  this  country,  Mr.  President,  will 
neveradmit  lbs  claim  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
power,  as  a  mailer  of  rigii,  lo  slop  and  examine 
th«ir  vesselson  the  high  seas,  in  lime  of  peace,  in 
any  case,  or  under  any  pretext  whatever.  They 
cannot  be  reconciled  lo  a  demand,  lhu;imperioasin 
its  character  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences, 
by  the  promL'^e  of  reparation  and  indemnity  in  case 
of  mistake  and  consequential  injury.  They  have 
not  forgotten  that  a  similar  inducement  was  held 
oul  10  a  recognition  of  the  odious  claim  of  inpnsi- 
mml,  and  how  that  proposition  was  answere<lbj 
their  Government.  Mr.  Monroe,  as  Secreiaryof 
Stale,  was  Insirncted  lo  communicale  the  views 
ot^  the  American  Goveinment  upon  it,  in  Ihe  fo^ 
lowing  terms,  lo  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating 

"It  has  been  suggested,  as  an  eipedienl  for  Ihe 
adjusimenl  ol  this  controversy,  thai  Brilish  cruisers 
should  have  a  rieii  lo  search  oiir  vessels  for  Bril- 
ish seamen;  buttbatthecommaniHrs  thereof  should 
be  subjected  to  peiuiUies  in  case  they  made  mis- 
(Di-«,and  took  from  them  American  citiiens.  By 
Ihis,  the  British  Governmeni  would  atquire  ihe 
Tight  of  searchfoT  xaiaen,  with  that  of  impressing 
from  our  vessels  the  subjects  of  all  other  powers. 
It  will  not  escape  your  attention,  thai,  by  admillinR 
the  righl  in  any  case,  we  gtte  tip  Utt  principle,  and 
Icate  Ihe  door  ppeit  to  evtry  kind  af  atuie.  The 
same  objection  isapplicable  to  any  and  every  other 
arrangement  tekickwUhhoidilhe  risptcl  due  It  our 
fiae,   by  net  aUowing  it  to  proUtt  the  crcie  saiiing 

Thesame  consideraiions  are  equally  conclusive 
against  the  admission  of  a  right  on  the  pari  of 
Brilish  cruisers,  in  any  case,  and  under  any  prom- 
ise of  contingent  indemnity,  to  board  and  detain 
American  vessels,  whoso  naiionaljiy  may  be  ques- 
tioned, in  time  aJL  peace.  I  can  hardly  persuade 
myself  that  iheTIritish  Government  has  yet  real- 
ized 10  itself  the  slarOing  magnitude  of  this  new 
claim  of  maritime  police.  If  they  have  the  right  to 
ascertain,  by  visit  and  examination,  the  genuine- 
ness of  every  flag  which  their  cruisers  may  en- 
counter on  the  high  seas,  do  they  not,  in  effecl, 
revive  and  extend  to  ibe  whole  ocean  the  obsolete 
claim  oT  soveieignly  and  dotniniifn  which  they  for- 
merly asserted  wiihin  the  narrow  sea  surroonding 
iheir  own  island.  Every  right  has,  too,  its  corres- 
ponding remedies.  If  British  cruisers  have  Ihe 
righl  to  visit  and  detain  all  flags  Ihey  meet  on  Uie 
ocean,  lo  satisfy  ihemselves,  by  personal  eiamina- 
lion,  of  their  genuineoesN, — they  might  enforce  that 
right,  in  caseofanyattemptio  resist  orevarie  it  onlho 
part  of  ihe  vessels  sought  to  be  visited,  by  the  sum- 
mary naval  remedies  of  caplute  and  confiscation. 
Thin  is  the  settled  maritime  law,  in  regard  to  the 
righl  oi  search  of  ■  neutral  vessels  in  lime 
of  war.  If  a  nenlral  vessel  Bttempiio  resist 
or  escape  from  the  exercise  of  lbs  right  of  search, 
she,  by  that  fact  alone,  subjects  herself  to  caplnro 
and  condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  The  same 
consequence  would  analogically  attend  Ihe  rig*i  of 
visit  claimed  by  Great  Briiatn  in  lime  of  peace,  if 
it  exisi  (as  she  conlends  it  docs)  under  Ihe  law  of 
nations;  and  a  vessel  on  ihe  high  seas,  conscious  of 
Ibe  integrity  of  its  flag,  and  unwilling  to  submit 
to  the  indignity  and  vexation  of  an  ioquisilorial  ' 
visit  from  a  British  cruiser,  might  End  herwlf 
punished  for  her  conlumacy,  bj  a  speedy  capture, 
followed  by  a  senience  of  condemnation  in  a 
British  admiralty  cooit. 
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Fine  on  OeneralJackson — Mr.  Miller, 


The  wise  and  enlightened  statesmen  of  England 
cannot  but  feel  that  an  innovation  like  this  upon 
the  established  law  of  nations,  in  this,  the  nineteenth 
century — involving, as  its  natural  corollary,  conse^ 
quences  so  Flanling— would,  by  a  necessary  in- 
stinct of  self-preservation,  unite  all  the  other 
maritime  powers  of  the  world  in  one  firm  con- 
federacy against  them,  for  the  protection  of  their 
common  rights.  I  trust  in  the  influence  of  reflec- 
tions such  as  these,  joined  to  that  sober  spirit  of 
practical  moderation  which  has  thus  far  favorably 
distinguished  the  present  public  councils  of  Great 
Britain,  to  insure  the  continuance  of  general  peace. 
In  Che  maintenance  of  peace  and  harmony  between 
EIngland  and  America,  there  are  so  many  recipro- 
cal interests  of  the  highest  importance  involved, 
commercial,  moral,  and  political,  that  nothing  can 
be  wanted  but  a  calm  ana  collected  temper  on  the 
part  of  the  coqfBtituted  authorities  of  both  countries, 
unmoved  by  those  general  denunciations  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other — which  are,  unfortunately, 
but  too  well  fitted  to  inflame  national  animosities — 
to  bring  to  a  safe  and  satisfactory  termination  every 
remaining  question  between  them. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MILLER,     . 

OP  NiSW  JERSEY. 

In  SenaU,  FAruary  17,  1843— On  the  bill  to  re- 
store to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  in 
Louisiana. 

.  Mr.  PaE-iDBNr.  The  professed  object  of  this  hill 
is  to  refund  to  General  Jackson  a  fine  of  $1,000, 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Louisiana,  on  the  3 1st  day  of 
March,  1815,  for  certain  contempts  committed  by 
him  af^nst  that  court. 

Although  this  be  the  humble  design  of  the  bill— 
t^e  mere  settlement  of  a  private  9laim--there  has 
been  thrown  around  it  an  unusual  degree  of  inter- 
est and  fueling.  It  has  been  magnified  into  a  pub- 
lic measars,  and  ^pressed  upon  our  consideration 
as  if  it  were  a  gi-eat  national  concern.  The  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  day  are  taking  sides  upon  this 
measure;  politicians  are  making  a  hobby  ofit;  Slate 
LiCgislatures  have  pa.ssed  resolutions  instructing 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bill;  and  even  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  bring  this  matter  before  Congress,  under 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes 
him  to  ^ve  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Thus,  sir,  has  this  private  bill  been  withdrawn 
from  the  great  vortex  of  neglected  claims,  and 
magnified  into  a  public  measure,  and  glorified 
into  an  afiair  that  concerns  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  urgency  with  which  this  matter  is  pressed, 
is  not  venr  complimentary  to  our  sense  of  equal 
rights.  There  are  many  poor  claimants,  who,  for 
years  past,  have  been  urging  Congress  to  decide 
upon  their  claims,  and  who  have  gone  down  to 
their  graves  bankrupt  through  oju  inaction;  yet  no- 
sooner  is  this  claim  presented,  ihairour  Justice  tears 
the  bandage  from  her  eyes;  and,  beholding  the  hero 
of  New  Orleans,  thrusts  aside  every  other  claim, 
and  proceeds,  with  timid  and  nervous  haste,  to  com- 
ply with  his  demand. 

The  notoriety  which  has  been  given  to  this  claim, 
the  various  and  powerful  collateral  influences 
which  have  been  brought  to  its  aid,  induce  roe  to 
pause  and  examine  more  carefully  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

Neither  the  political  influence  nor  the  military  re- 
Bown  which  surround  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished applicant,  shall  induce  me  to  regffrd  this 
claim  with  more  complacency  than  I  would  look 
upon  the  petition  of  the  poorest  man  or  the  most 
humble  soldier  that  ever  served  his  country. 

I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  the  simple  facts  of  the 
case,  and  upon  them,  and  them  alone,  to  decide  this 
matter.  All  that  has  been  said  about  the  glorious 
▼ictory  of  New  Orleans— the  services,  civil  and 
military,  of  General  Jackson — oueht  not  to  affect 
this  matter.  They  form  no  part  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  should,  therefore,  have  no  influence  upon 
kfae  judgment  of  the  Senate.  General  Jackson  him- 
self discards  all  these  collateral  matters,  and  puts 
bis-  claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  sentence  im- 
posed upon  him  by  Judge  Hall  was  illegal  and  un- 
Jusr.  I  read  from  his  letter,  dated  Hermitage,  Au- 
gust 1, 1842,  directed  to  Jacob  Gibson,  esq. : 

*'1>IAR  Bn:  1  have  the  plearare  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  7cror  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  Informing  me  that  a  joint  rea. 
oltiOon  paMed  the  Legislature  of  New  llaropsbire,  at  dteir 
Jane  eaaelon,  1842,  of  which  you  are  a  nnember,  inatructing 
70iir  Saoaton  in  Coogrev,  and  reqoetting  toot  RepreteDtativet, 


to  u*e  their  eflurts  to  procure  the  paeiwgr  of  a  law,  by  Congrea, 
to  re^nd  to  me,  with  inter(>at,  the  fine  impoaed  by  Judge  Hall, 
in  1816,  fbr«o  alleged  contempt,' 4bc 

''For  this  onaoliciied  ioterpositiMn  of  the  Legislaiura  of  New 
Haoipthire  to  have  expungtd  from  the  roconi  ihia  iniqui'ioue 
imputation  upou  my  character,  by  that  unjoet  and  rinJietiye 
Judge  Hall,  eming  in  hia  own  rau^e,  from  whoie  fiat  there  waa 
no  appeal,  it  deaarvea,  aa  It  receiTea,  my  aincaro  chaoka." 

If  I  could  be  satisfied  that  this  .*wntence  was  in- 
iquitous or  unjust;  or,  even  if  legal,  yet,  if  it  were 
impbsed  upon  Goieral  Jackson  for  an  aot  required 
by  the  honest  discharge  of  his  official  duties,-— I 
would,  without  hesitation,  vote  to  refund  the  fine : 
for  1  hold  it  to  be  the  doty  of  every  Gk>vemment  to 
sustain  its  public  servants  in  the  honest  discharge 
of  their  duties;  and,  although  they  may  occasion- 
ally mistake  the  law,  yet,  if  that  were  an  honest 
mistake,  I  wduld  not  punish  ike  ageni,  but  rather 
let  the  consequence  rail  upon  the  prineipal-*-the 
Government-*for  whose  benefit  the  act  was  perpe- 
trated. • 

Upon  these  acknowledged  principles,  let  us  ex- 
amine the  case.  lo  the  first  place,  we  have  before 
us  the  record  of  the  proceedings  and  the  sentence, 
certified  under  the  seal  of  the  jcourt^  By  this  rec- 
ord, it  appears  that  General  Jaokso^  was  regularly 
summoned,  heard,  tried,  anifcondemikedyiQ  a^d  by 
one  of^the  disuict  coons  of  ihis  Qovemment,  for 
contempt  of  court,  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  $1,000. 
It  is  also  admitted  that  the  General  submitted  ^  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  and  paid  the  fine;  and  the  ' 
judgment  still  remains  of  record,  having  been  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  complainant  from  that  time  to 
inis— a  period  of  twenty-eight  years^ 

In  ordinary  cases,  we  might  here  say  to  the 
claimant,  "yoo  are  estopped  by  this  record,  and 
by  your  acquiescence  in  its  truth  for  the  space  of 
nearly  thirty  years."  It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment never  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations,  ret 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  lapse  of  time  be- 
comes a  materia]  aiMi  substantial  matter  of  defence. 
The  death  of  the  actors  in  the  scene,  the  forgetful- 
ness  of  the  living,  may  deprive  the  case  of  many 
of  its  essential  facts.  If  th^  Slate  should  derive  no 
advantage  from  time,  neither  should  the<applioant 
be  per mjtted  to  la^  by  imtil  death  has  silenced  his 
adversary,  or  until  some  new  adventitious  circum- 
stance has  popularized  his  claim.  . 

But,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  for^  all  these  consid- 
erations, audio  look  behind  this  record,  and  exam- 
ine the  facts  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

What  are  these  factsi  On  the  evening  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1815,  about  two  months  after  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Morel,  a  counsellor  at . 
law,  called  at  ihe  house  of  Judge  Hall,  and  pre- 
sented to  him  a  petition  to  issue  a  writ  of  haoea» 
carpus  in  behalf  of  Louis  IjOualliQ%  who,  as  said, 
was  held  in  illegal  iniprisonment  under  the  order 
of  General  Jackson.  The  judge,  aAer  reading  the 
petitioiS,  and  swearing  Mr.  Morel  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  facts  therein  stated,  endorsed  upon  the  petition 
the  following  order: 

*  Let  the  prayer  of  the  petition  he  granted,  aad  the  jMtl- 
tiooer  be  brought  before  roe  at  II  o'clock  to<raorvow  morning." 

At  the  time  of  granting  this  order.  Judge  Hall 
stated  to  Mr.  Morel  "that  he  thought  it  would  be  * 
proper  for  him  to  write  a  letter  to  General  Jack- 
son, to  inform  him  that  the  writ  had  been  awarded^" 
Mr.  Morel  then  states  that  he  carried  the  order  to 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  then  went  to  his 
office,  where  he  wrote  the  letter  intimated  by  the 
Judge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

^Tohta  EseeUeney  Major  Gtneral  Jackfon. 

"Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inlorm  your  excellency  tiiat,  aa 
counwl,  I  have  made  application  to  hie  honor  Dominick  A. 
Hall,  judge  of  the  disiria  court  of  the  United  Siatea,  for  a  writ 
or  habeiu  corpus  in  l)ehalf  ol  Bfr.  I«oua]lier,  who  conceived 
that  he  waa  illegally  arreated  by  order  of  ynitr  ezceltancy;  and 
that  the  said  wnt  haa  l>een  awarded,  and  ia  returnable  to  roor* 
row,  6th  inet.,  at  1 1  o'clock,  a.  ro. 

"i  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excelleocy'e  moat  humbia  and 
obedient  servaoi,  F.  L.  MOREL,  Counaellor  at  Law." 

As  soon  as  General  Jackson  read  this  letter, 
as  it  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Duplessis 
and  Colonel  Arbuckle,  he  issued  the  following  or- 
der: 

**BkAl>aUAKTBM  7th  M IUTAST  Di8T1U0T, 

"New  t>aLBAMa,  Mar^  6, 1316-  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 

"Having  received  proof  that  Qommick  A.  Hall  baa  been  aid- 
ing and  abeidng  ana  exciting  mdfiny  within  my  camp,  yoa 
wjII  for ihwith  order  a  detachment  to  street  and  confine  him, 
and  report  to  ma  aa  aoon  aa  arreited.  You  will  b*  vigl* 
lant;  the  agenta  of  our  enemy  are  more  numeroua  than  naa  ex* 
peeled.    You  will  be  guarded  againat  eacapea. 

**ANDRBW  JACKSON, 
lUjor  General  commanding. 
"Ll.  Col.  ARBtnxLB,  3d  Infimtry.'* 

At  about  eight  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  same 
5th  of  March,  a  detachment  of  sixty  armed  men, 
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under  the  command  of  Major  BuUer,  wttt 

marching  hastily  through  the  streets  of  KcV  Or- 
leans; they  entered  the  duelling  of  judge  Bldl, 
forcibly  arrested  him,  and  conveyed  him  to  ih^ mil- 
itary barracks,  where  he  was  held  a  prisoiMr  Vt/SL 
the  ilth  of  March,  when  Gkneral  JacVson  ordetti 
him  to  be  removed  out  of  the  city,  as  appears  firon 
the  following  order:  . 

*'HxAi>^aABnu7Ta  Mii,itabt  DnaMn^*^ 
**NBwOujKAMa,  JIarch  l^)>P- 

**9iai  Tou  will  detail  from  your  troop  a  di«creei  m 
eioned  officer  and  four  men,  and  diroct  ttiem  to  ajf 
cer  commantling  bhn  Sd  Uaited  flutiea  iofanUy  f^ 
A.  H«U,  fIio  If  confined  in  ih«««ard-hoow  f^r  «h 
ny  aoddeaertion  within  the  ^ocampmeot  of  tbefiiifr ,    , 

"Upon  the  receipt  of  the  prisoner,  the  non^f  ftminlptftwiM 
cer  will  conduct  tHm  up  the  coaat.  beyond  the  lioea  «C  9m 
Carroli'a  encampment,  dallvar  him  the  Mtcloaad  octdn^  »Jaw 

him  at  libeity.    Bycommaod:  

"THO&  BUTLEK,  Aid  da^ai^). 

**Capt.  P.  V.  OoDBM, 

Commanding  troop'of  cavalry,  K«w  Oriaana.** 

From,  these  facts  it  appears— 

1.  That  the  only  act  committed  by.  J^d^  BaO, 
previous  to  his  arrest,  was  ^be  granting  aa  or^ 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  upon  i\kt  smmi^.f^ 
tion  of  a  citizen,  alleging  that  he  was  iUagailj  id- 
prisoned,  .    , 

2.  That  for.Ais  act,  and  this  alone,  0tn,J^ 
ordered  the  person  of  the  Judge  to  be  ~''^' 
imprisoned.  .     - 

3.  That  the  object  of  this  arrest  was  to  defeat  t&e 
writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

I  say  that  the  only  act  charged  upon  JodgS^iQ 
was  the  order,  "Lei  the  prayef  of  the  pctitto^W 
granted/'  There  is  not  a  particle  of  A^^Sgn  H 
be  collected  from  the  record,  from  liie  JupgUri^ 
made  by  the  several  actors  in  thesameu  oi  ttA 
the  various  statements  made  by  General*  3ycignift[ 
binaself,  charging  upon  the  Judge  any  oihcr  twifn 
of  offence  than  this.  General  Jackson  iBd  noCrW 
wait  (or  the  consummation  of  the  order;  ba^  as 
soon  as  he  read  the  courteous  note  from  Mr.  Morel, 
informing  him  thai  an  application  had  becoL  mada 
for  a  Aa£a5  corpus^  the  order  for  arrest  vas  (bnk-, 
with  issued  and  put  in  force.  It  is  true  that,  In  the' 
order  for  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall,  General  Jbck* 
son  states  that  he  had  received  proof  "that  Domir 
nick  A.  Hall  had  beeh  aiding  and  abetting  mnAtSp 
citing  moiiny  in  his  cainp.*^ 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  for  this  proof.  Can  any  of  the 
friends  of  General  Jackson  povaX  it  outi  Can  thc^ 
name  the  witness,  living  or  dead,  who  has  ever 
stated  a  fact  implicating  Judge  Hall  in  the  bi^ 
crime  charged  m  that  orderl  General  JackM 
speaks  of  proof— not  allegation,  hearsay,  or  surmise. 
Surely,  no  honorable  man,  respiectinr  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  fellow-citizens,  would  ever  veBtnie, 
not  only  to  make  a  charge  like  this  against  a  hi^ 
ly  respectable  functionary,  but  to  condemn  him  on* 
heaid,  without  having  plenary  evidenoe  of  ius 
guilt.  Yet,  when  we  examine  the  fiicts  of  1^ 
case,  we  find  that  the  only  proof  upon  whicti  Gen. 
Jackson  acted  was  the  letter  of  Mr.  Morel,  infovn- 
ing  him  that  Judge  Hall  had  granted  an  order  for 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  This  was  the  proof  that 
Judge  Hall  had  been  abetting  and  exciting  niiftiiiy» 
The  awarding  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  declared 
to  be  a  proof  of  a  mutinous  act;  the  performing  A 
constitutional  duty  converted  into  a  crime;  ihegreH 
bulwark  of  human  liberty  struck  down  at  avow, 
and  made  the  cause  of  oppression  and  imprlsMh 
meni !  Does  the  record  of  any  court,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  present  an  exam- 
ple of  an  arrest  of  a  freeman,  upon  proof  lika 
thlsl 

After  reading  that  neremptory  order  for  the  ar* 
rest,  I  coniess  that  I  fell  anxious,  for  the  atka  of 
General  Jackson,  and  for  the  honor  of  tba  potft- 
try,  to  find  some  additional  fact — even  a  ditjIiKk- 
stance— that  might  afford  some  excuse  for  a  prooBed- 
in^  so  bold  and  arbitrary;  but  t  have  searcM  la 
vain.  No  other  proof  can  be  found.  And  t&e  cue 
stands  now  as  it  did  on  the  5th  of  March,  iStfr—a 
Judge  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  maim]r,«|tat 
proof  that  he  had  granted  an  order  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus ! 

I  now  proceed  to  show  that  General  JaclMQ^ 
object  in  arresting  the  Judge  was  to  6tf&t  that  wift 
of  habeas  corpus.  This  is  an  important  poliA,  in- 
volving a  mighty  principle,  deeply  afiteliag  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen  and  the  mpraipacy  of  the  law 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  country.    * 

If  it  should  appear,  from  the  investigaBon  of  lUi 
oase,  that  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  waa  not  for  in- 
citing mutiny,  as  alleged  In  GeBerai  Jn«kain*ft«r> 
der,  nor  necessary  to  the  d^tece  of  IXtm  QtfMVi 
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46  his  frieeds  i&ai8t;.bQt  an  unnecessary,  arbitrary 
a«t,  perpetrated  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  or 
overawiDg  the  officers  of  justice  in  the  performance 
of  a  high  CQ&stiitiiiooal  duty, -*it  will  present  such 
a  glaring  case  of  outrage  and  wrong  as  none  can 
ventnre  to  justify,  and  few,  I  hope,  be  found  to  e£- 
eose. 

Upoa  this  point  also  depends,  in  a  great  measure, 
theaoibority  of  the  judge  to  proceed  for  the  con- 
tempt of  court.  The  question  is  this:  Did  General 
Jaclbon  imprison  Judge  Hail  for  the  purpose  of 
prevemtinf?  any  further  proceeding  by  the  court  up- 
oa the  writi    Let  us  examine  the  facts  caretully. 

The  order  for  the  writ  was  granted  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th  of  March;  Mr.  Morel  carried  this 
order  to  the  clerk  the  same  evening,  and  wrote 
imxaediately  to  General  Jackson  the  letter  which  I 
have  already  read  to  the  Senate.  This  letter  first 
informed  General  Jackson  of  the  writ;  and  upon 
this  information,  and  this  alone,  he  venturea  to 
iasoe  the  order  for  the  arrest  at  7  o'clock  the  same 
evening.^  This  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Cli^iborAe,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  in  which  he 
states  that,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  5ih  ol 
Idarch,  he  called  upon  the  General,  in  company 
with  the  marshal,  Mr.  Duplessis,  and  others: 

"^The  €l«n*ra1  showed  roe  a  letter  he  had  recelTod  from  Mf . 
Morel,  the  coQnfieh>f  Mr.  I^uallier,  informliig  him  (the  General) 
that  a  writ  of  habtu*  corjnu  had  issued  in  the  caee  of  Mr. 
LoaalHer." 

This  witness  further  says,  that  in  the  course  of 
time  he  was  with  General  Jackson;  and  the  con- 
versation turning  upon  Judge  Hall,  the  General 
observed —  • 

"That  he  had  no  personal  prejudices  against  the  Judge; 
bot  that  his  conduct  in  the  insunce  in  questk>ii  had  brought 
Um  tmder  tbe  cogDizinee  of  hiatUia  General's)  general  order; 
that  this  was  hia  (the  General's)  camp,  and  that  no  person  or 
poWer  must  or  should  be  over  him  in  it." 

But^  sir,  there  is  still  stronger  proof  upon  this 
point.  General  Jackson,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d 
December,  1842,  says: 

'*0n  the  subject  of  Loaallier's  arrest,  it  should  te  known  that 
hasecTBtad  himself  from  the  issuing  of  the  order  (or  his  arrest 
unUl  he  bad  madearrangeoraots  with  Judae  liall  fc«  the  habeas 
corpus;  and  when  arrested  and  deliv«>r«;d  to  the  colonel  of  the 
pron«t  guard,  baing  fold  that  1  had  giren  directions  for  his  good 
treataneot,  he  replied,  wiih  thanirs,  that  It  was  unneremarr.  as  he 
would  be  there  but  a  short  time.  He  was  asked  whyl  His  re- 
ply was,  that  Judge  Hall  had  issued  a  wik  of  habeaa  corpv*  for 
Dim,  on  which  Colonel  Arbuckle  wrote  to  me  asking  advice.  1 
directed  him  tn  keep  the  prisoner  as  long  as  be  could  wield  a 
bai^onet,  unless  he  was  liberated  by  my  order.  Having  made  in- 
QUJty  into  the  noatter,  aod  found  that  Hall  had  ao  issued  tbe  writ, 
■  forth  with  gave  orders  for  the  arrest  of  ttorainick  A.  Hall,  and 
sent  Captain  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Dr.  Wm,  Butler, 
with  a  fi:e  of  men,  for  that  purpose." 

General  Jackson's  determination  to  defeat  this 
writ  does  not  stop  with  the  arrest  of  the  Judge.  He 
had  been  informed  that  an  original  order  for  the 
writ  had  been  made  by  the  Judge,  and  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court.  Fearing  that  this  order 
might  in  some  way  interfere  with  his  purpose,  the 
General,  at  about  9  oVlock  in  the  evening,  sends 
one  of  his  aids  (Major  Chotard)  with  a  written  or- 
der to  the  clerk,  requiring  him  to  give  up  the  ori- 
ginal order  of  the  Judge.  The  clerk  refuses  to 
comply,  bat  consents  to  accompany  Major  Chotard 
to  the  General's  quarters;  when  the  following  scene 
took  place,  which  1  will  permit  the  clerk  to  describe 
in  his  own  language: 

'The  General  ahowed  me  a  letlar  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Morel,  the  counsel  of  Mr.  Louallier,  informing  him  (the  Geo- 
•rtl)  that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpu*  had  issued  in  the  case  of  Lou- 
alfier.    I  told  the  General  that  the  writ  had  not  issued;  he  asked 
•  *»*»  the  reason.    1  answered,  because  the  ma  rebel  had  told  me 
ba  Would  notsarve  It  oo  tbe  Sabbath;  and  that  it  being  returna- 
ble at  11  o'clock  on  Monday,  I  thought  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  Issue  it  in  the  morning.    Tha  General  asked  me  if  I  Intended 
J«jss«e  Itl    I  said  that  It  was  my  d  uty  to  do  so,  and  that  it  would 
wn».    At  thia  the  Gsueral  handed  me  a  printed  paper,  which 
basaid  w»a  bis  general  order,  and  obsenred  that  tbatr  order  would 
TOow  me  he  would  do  his  duty  also.    The  General  asked  me  for 
tbe  ordinal  order  of  Judge  Hall  before  mentioned.    It  was  writ- 
jw  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Loualtier's  peiitlon,  end  1  handed  the 
General  the  paper.    Tlie  General  read  the  order,  and  also  the 
dOidavIt  of  Mr.  Morel,  which  was  at  the  foot  of  the  petition,  and 
Observed  to  rae  that  the  dates  of  both  tbe  order  and  the  affidavit 
bad  been  altered,  and  asked  what  all  this  Juggling  was  about?    I 
wared  him  there  was  no  juggle,and  tbe  reason  of  an  alteration 
M  the  d4«a8  was  aa  I  have  stated  above.    The  General  mention- 
CO  to  me  he  ahould  keep  the  paper  in  bis  own  poaaeasion.    I  ob- 
nrved  to  him  tbat  there  was  an  order  of  court  that  no  original 
paper  should  be  delivered  out  of  the  ofHce.    The  General  said 
ni  should  keep  it  under  bis  own  responsibility;  that  it  should  be 
miy  preserved,  and  that  be  would  gire  me  a  certified  copy  of 
it;  which  be  did."  ' 

.  Here  it  is  important  to  ob6er7e,  that,  prior  to  this 
interview,  Gkncral  Jackson  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  writ  had  is$ued.  He  was  led  into  this 
mistake  by  the  letter  from  Mr.  Morel,  slating  tbat 
fhe  writ  had  been  awarded.  As  soon  as  tbe  clerk 
iQibrms  l^m  that  the  writ  hid  aot  been  issoed,  bnt 
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was  still  under  the  control  of  the  clerk,  the  Gen- 
eral, with  all  that  military  quickness  peculiar  to 
his  character,  perceives  that  the  writ  is  biill  at 
large.  This  new  difficulty  must  be  overcome;  and 
he  forthwith  sets  to  work  like  a  hero  to  strangle  the 
writ  in  the  hand  of  the  clerk.  "Tbe  General,"  says 
the  clerk,  "asked  me  if  I  intended  to  is:sue  it.  I 
said  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  that  I  would 
i>sue  it.  At  this^  the  General  handed  me  a  printed 
paper,  which,  he  said,  was  his  'eeneral  order:^  and 
observed  that  that  orcler  would  show  me  that  he  in- 
tended to  do  his  duty  also." 

Failing,  by  this  threat,  to  intimidate  the  clerk 
from  issuing  the  writ,  the  General  next  proceeds, 
by  stratagem  hardly  to  be  justified  even  by  the  arbi- 
trary rules  of  martial  law,  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  original  petition  and  order.  At  tne  request  of 
the  General,  the  clerk  hands  \\\m  the  paper  to  read; 
he  refuses  to  return  it,  although  the  clerk  urges 
upon  him  the  rule  of  the  court,  "that  no  original 
paper  should  be  delivered  out  oi  the  office.*'  He 
replies  that  he  wilt  keep  it  under  his  own  responsi- 
bility; and  then  despatched  the  clerk  with  a  copy  of 
his  own  record,  tne  original  remaining  in  the 
pocket  of  General  Jackson.  Bnt,  sir,  the  case  does 
not  stop  here.  The  General  understood,  from  this 
interview  with  the  clerk,  that,  although  he  had 
shopped  the  Judge,  and  pocketed  the  order,  the  writ 
would,  neverthel^  issue.  He  therefore  turns  to 
the  marshal,  (who  was  present  with  the  clerk  at 
this  interview,)  and,  after  remarking  that  he  had 
shopped  the  Judge,  said  'Hhat  he  would  treat  any 
person  who  might  improperly  meddle  with  his 
camp  in  the  same  manner  that  he  had  treated  the 
Judge.'*  Tbe  marshal  further  testifies,  that  it  was 
manifest,  from  ihe  whole  tenor  of  the  conversation, 
that  the  General  intended  to  disregard  tbe  writ. 

These  several  aets  on  tbe  part  of  General  Jack- 
son; the  sudden  arrest  of  the  Judge  between  the 
test  and  return  of  the  process  the  attempt  to  sup- 
press the  writ  by  intimidating  tbe  clerk;  the  surrep- 
titious manner  of  obtaining  possession  of  tbe  rec- 
ord; the  threatening  language  to  the  marshal,  and  the 
utter  disregard  of  the  writ  itself,  can  admit  of  but 
one  construction.  They  prove,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  settled  purpose  of  General  Jackson  to  defeat,  by 
means  of  tyrannical  and  irresistible  force,  the  legal 
operation  of  the  habeus  corpus.  And  most  thoroughly 
did  he  succeed  in  his  purpose;  for  he  demolished 
the  court,  bullied  its  officers,  carried  off  its  records, 
and  trampled  beneath  his  feet,  as  so  much  blank 
paper,  its  record  and  seal. 

By  way  of  excusing  these  arbitrary  proceedings — 
for  no  one  even  attempts  to  justify  them — it  is  said 
that  they  were  necessary  to  the  militar)^- defence 
of  New  Orlea^.  I  might  here  show,  by  incontest- 
able evidence  that  the  city  at  this  time  needed  no 
extraordinary  defence;  that  the  enemy,  defeated 
and  routed  by  the  battle  of  the  8ih  of  January,  had 
retired  from  the  city,  and  were  not  to  be  fotmd 
within  one  hundred  and  filly  miles;  that,  in  fact,  the 
war  was  over  and  peace  declared,  and  known  in 
New  Orleans;  and  the  city,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
could  Jiave  been  safely  defended  by  the  same  buid 
of  sixty  armed  soldiers  who  expended  their  military 
ardor  m  storming  the  hoase  and  arresting  the  body 
ol  Judge  Hall.  AH  this,  however,  is  irrelevant  to 
the  present  inquiry.  Could  any  state  of  things, 
militant  or  peaceful,  an  enemy  present  oir  absent, 
a  siege  or  a  olockade,  a  victory  or  a  defeat— could 
any  emergency  of  war  render  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  a  city  that  a  judge  should  be  imprisoned 
for  the  peaceful  act  of  granting  an  order  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpusi 

Is  there  anything  in  that  act  which  could  possi- 
bly affect  the  defence  of  a  cityl  Could  the  impris- 
onment of  Judge  Hall  add  to  the  strength  of  ram- 
partsl  Would  its  battlements  be  enlarged,  or  its 
towers  strengthened,  by  the  incarceration  of  his 
bodyl  Were  the  seizure  of  the  record  and  the 
duress  of  the  clerk  necessary  military  movements 
of  defence? 

This  writ  was  directed  to  General  Jackson,  and 
upon  him  it  was  served^  he  had  the  custody  of  the 
person  for  whose  bene6t  it  issued,  and  it  was  with- 
in his  option  either  to  have  the   body  before  the 
Judge  according  to  the  command  of  the  writ,  or  to 
retuni  tliat  ^^®  >»f*Ply  of  the  city  required  the  reten- 
tion   f  the  prisoner.    If  he  had  taken  the   latter 
co(jk?    we  ooighj  then  with  propriety  discuss  the 
oiK  *V;    aioti  which  has  been  agitated  here,  (but 
Wk?^  cfixn  Ji^y  opinion,  irrelevant  to  the  case,)— 
*h   ^h  ^^''*V  of  ihe  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Looallier. 
tfv^  V^^^Z^  determines  to  take  neither  of  these 
Vt  ^^»   ^pt  satisfied  .wilji  disobeying  the  writ 
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and  detaining  the  prisoner,  and  with  neglecting  to 
give  any  excuse  or  reason  for  the  detention,  he  im- 
prisoned the  Judge  also.  The  only  excuse  Gkner- 
al  Jackson  could  allege  for  disobeying  the  writ, 
was  tbe  urgent  necessity  of  retaining  nis  custody 
over  LoualTier:  having  determined  to  retain  him, 
his  whole  object  was  accomplished.  Where  wis 
the  necessity  of  Xaking  the  other  step?  Assuming 
supreme  power,  under  what  he  called  martial  law, 
over  all  tbe  civil  authorities,  and  surrounded  by  a 
victorious  army  obedient  to  his  will,  Louallier  was 
as  secure  under  his  custody  aAer  a;i  before  the  issu- 
ing of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  imprison- 
ment of  Louallier  could  not  be  rendered  less  secure 
by  the  liberty  of  Judge  Hall.  Where,  then.  I  ask, 
was  the  necessity  for  this  wanton  and  cruel  act  of 
oppression?  Neither  the  safety  of  the  city  nor,  the 
security  of  the  prisoner  required  it;  and  the  onl^ 
reason  that  can  be  assigned  for  this  proceeding  is 
tbe  one  I  have  named— an  arbitrary  determination 
on  the  part  of  G^eneral  Jackson  to  defeat  any  fur- 
ther proceeding  upon  the  habeas  corpus. 

The  minority  report,  which  accompanies  this 
bill,  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  touch  the  true  point  in 
this  case.  That  refort  merely  attempts  to  excuse 
and  justify  General  Jackson  for  the  arrest  and  de- 
tention of  Mr.  Louallier.  It  says  not  a  word  about 
the  arrest  of  the  Judge,  nor  offers  the  slightest  apol- 
ogy for  the  contempt  offered  to  the  court.  The 
question  is  stated  in  the  report  as  follows: 

**Tbi«  quMtioo,  however,  haviog  been  introduced  by  tbe 
committee,  the  u&deieigned  eubmiis,  that.  In  time  of  war  and 
of  Imminent  public  danger,  It  may  he  the  duty  of  the  comman* 
der  to  arrest  those  regarded  as  traitors,  spies,  or  Rraiineen^ 
within  the  limits  of  his  camp— especially  In  cases  where  It  was 
obvlotis  to  him  that  his  refusal  to  exercise  eoch  powei  weukl 
inyolre  the  disbanding  of  his  lorces,  the  defeat  of  hisarmVi 
and  the  surrender  of  that  army,  and  of  the  country  which  (• 
was  bound  to  defend.  The  alternative,  as  he  fully  belieyed, 
was  to  make  Uie  arrest  or  tbe  abandonment  of  bis  coQMry'a 
standard,  and  tbe  surrender  of  one  of  her  greatest  eitl^  to  a 
powerful  enemy»  whoee  motto  of  victory  involved  indiserimi- 
natd  plunder  and  Uceotions  outrage.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
should  he  make  the  arreet  and  save  the  country?  To  iMa 
queetibn  there  will  be  but  one  responss  from  tbe  heart  of  eveij 
true  American  patriot." 

Now,  sir,  as  one  of  the  American  people,  my 
heart  fully  re$ponds  to  the  sentiment,  that,  in  time 
of  war  and  of  imminent  public  danger,  it  may  be 
the  duty  of  the  commander  to  arrest  traitors,  spies, 
and  mutineers,  within  the  limits  of  his  camp.  I 
would  even  zo  further,  and  excuse  the  Gkneral  for 
hanging  traitors  and  spies  under  such.circnm- 
siances.  But  we  must  not  confuse  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  the  patriot  with  the  traitor,  even  to 
add  to  the  hcmor  and  glory  of  General  Jackson. 
Was  Judge  Hall  a  traitor,  or  a  spy,  or  a  mutineerl 
Is  there  a  fact  or  a  circumstance,  stated  in  that  re- 
port, or  anywhere  else,  implicating  him  In  either 
of  these  high  crimes'!  The  imprisonment  of  Looal- 
lier, the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made, 
and  the  reasons  for  its  bontinuanee,  are  distinct 
matters  from  the  imprisonment  of  Judge  Hall:  the 
former  may  be  excu^d,  and  even  justified,  without 
at  all  affecting  the  legality  of  the  latter.  May  not 
a  man  be  legallv  imprisoned,  and  yet  a  judge  be 
permiued  to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  his  duress,  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  the  penalties  of  the  crime  whieh 
rests  upon  the  prisoner^ 

*  The  law  (says  this  repon)  whkh  jusii&ed  this  aet  was  Ae 
great  law  of  self-defence:  it  was  Uie  law  of  necessity.'* 

Whatactl  The  arrest  of  Judge  Halll  No,  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  made  the  report  does 
not  mean  tbat  arbitrary  proceeding.  He  could 
find  no  necessity  so  urgent,  no  self-defence  so 
pressing,  as  to  legalize,  under  any  code  of  law. 
civil  or  martial,  an  act  so  desiruaive  to  personal 
security  and  civii  liberty. 

Did  these  several  acts  on  the  part  of  General 
Jackson  amount  to  a  contempt  of  courti  To 
answer  this  questioil  satisfactorily,  we  must  ascer- 
tain what  constitutes  this  offence.  The  best  au- 
thorities in  the  law  describe  it  as  follows: 

^A  contempt  Is  a  disobedience  to  the  court,  or  an  opposing  or 
despising  the  authority,  justice,  or  dignity  thereof.  U^oom- 
monl?  consists  in  a  party^s  doing  otherwise  than  be  is  mtoined 
to  do,  or  not  doing  what  he  le  commanded  or  required  by  tbs 
process,  order,  or  decree  of  the  court.  Someumes  it  anMs  by 
uneor  more,  Uieir  opposlnf  or  disturbing  the  execudonor 
service  of  the  pcocees  of  the  court,  or  using  force  to  tha 
party  that  serves  it ;  sometimes  by  using  words  importing 
icorn,  reproach,  or  diminution  of  the  court,  Its  proeeai,  or- 
ders, omcers,  or  minliters,  upon  executing  such  procesa  or 
orders." 

The  authority  to  restrtiin  and  punish  in  a  sum- 
mary way  acts  of  this  nature,  is  essential  to  the 
existence  of  every  court.  It  is  part  of  the  law  of 
its  judicial  lifi  necessary  to  its  self-preservation.  It 
is  the  rif ht  tg  fcsisi  or  punish,  on  the  spot,  «iia 
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vUhout  delay,  any  insalt  or  act  calculated  to  dls* 
torb  or  restrain  its  jadicial  action  in  a  canse  ^ 
proceeding  depending.  The  law  of  contempt  em- 
Draces  the  right  to  maintain  the  hcxior  and  order  of 
the  cooru  to  protect  its  officers  in  the  legal  discharge 
of  their  duty;  to  preserve  Its  recordsj  or  to  defend 
Ita  process  and  writs,  in  their  service  or  retam, 
agHinst  insult  or  violence. 

If  we  denjr  to  a  court  this  power  of  self-protec- 
tion, the  obstinacy  or  the  violence  of  any  one  man 
may  at  any  moment  stop  the  proceedings  in  a  caose, 
bar  the  doors  of  yonr  courts,  and  bresUc  ap  the  ad- 
ministration of  law  and  justice. 

Was  not  that  the  result  in  the  case  before  usl  A 
legal  proceeding  had  been  commenced — a  writ 
issued  under  the  authority  and  seal  of  the  court,  and 
made  returnable  at  a  certain  time  and  place.  The 
object  of  the  writ  required  that  it  should  be  execut- 
ed with  as  little  delay  as  possible;  its  purposes  being 
to  inquire  into  the  cau^se  of  the  imprisonment  of  a 
citizen,  who  alleged  that  he  was  illegally  deprived 
of  his  liberty. 

Now,  sir,  if  a  person,  conscious  that  these  pro- 
ceedings are  in  progress,  and  desirous  of  defeating 
them,  wrests  from  the  hands  of  the  clerk  the  order 
and  petition  upon  which  the  proceedings  are  found- 
ed, and,  between  the  test  and  return,  seizes  with 
armed  force  and  imprisons  the  judge  who  issued 
the  writ,  and  thus  prevents  him  from  being  present 
to  hear  the  parties  on  the  return  day,  is  ne  not 
guilty  of  a  gross  contempti  If  this  be  not  con- 
tempt of  court,  then,  alas!  are  our  courts  beneath 
CQU  tempt. 

This  is,  in  fact,  something  more  than  a  con- 
tempt For  a  contempt  is  seldom  so  outrageous  as 
to  deprive  the  tribunal  of  its  existence;  out  here 
the  blow  was  so  fierce  and  fatal,  that  the  whole 
court,  with  all  its  functions  and  faculties,  judicial, 
ministerial,  and  executive,  together  with  its  record, 
process,  and  seal— all  fell  paralyzed  in  death  be- 
neath the  arm  of  the  hero  of  New" Orleans. 

Thus  far  I  have  spoken  only  of  the  outf^re  to 
the  Judge — of  the  contempt  to  the  court.  These, 
tin  justifiable  as  they  are^  mi^ht  have  been  excused 
by  an  indulgent  and  grateful' people;  but  there  is 
exposed  by  these  proceedings  a  still  deeper  outrage, 
and  a  still  higher  contempt ^an  outrage  against  the 
Constitution,  a  contempt  of  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus. 
I  could  forgive  much,  in  consideration  of  the  mil- 
itary services  of  General  Jackson;  but  who  that  re- 
veres the  institutions  of  his  country  can  sanction  a 
wanton  breach  of  its  Gonstitutioni  Who  that  loves 
liberty  can  excuse  the  blow  that  strikes  down  the 
bulwarks  of  its  defence'l 

In  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  a  Govern- 
ment founded  upon  liberty  and  law,  principles, 
and  sometimes  things,  are  of  more  importance  than 
men.  Thousands  of  lives  were  sacrificed  to  obtain 
our  Constitution.  Our  ancestors  contended  for 
years,  amidst  revolutions  and  persecutions  in  the 
field  and  in  the  Senate,  for  the  establishment  of  that 
ffreat  instrument  of  English  liberty— the  writ  of 
Kaieas  corpus;  and  shall  we,  their^escendants,  yield 
both  these  proud  trophies  of  patriotism  to  the  in- 
9atiable  ambition  and  craving  vanity  ofonemani 
Gen.  Jackson,  in  the  vigor  of  his  youth,  was  willing 
to  sacrifice  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country;  and 
does  he  now,  in  old  age,  grudge  a  thousand  pieces 
of  silver,  expended  in  trindjcation  of  a  principle,  de- 
prived of  which  his  conntry  would  not  be  worth 
defendingi 

Our  fathers,  mindful  of  the  history  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  and  duly  apprecfatine  its  importance 
in  the  protection  of  personal  and  civil  liberty  against 
the  ai^gressions  of  arbitrary  power,  did,  in  and  by 
the  Constitution,  secure  the  privilej?e  of  this  wnt 
to  every  American  citizen  in  the  foflowing  words: 

'Ttie  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeaa  corpus  shalJ  not  Ym 
•napenderl,  unkei  wben,  in  eaam  of  rebellion  or  invavion,  the 
public  Mfety  may  reqaire  it" 

Mark  the  words,  ^'Ike  privilege  of  the  tm/l"— a 
known  right,  a  common  irerrgative,  used  and  en- 
joyed by  the  people  before  ard  at  the  lime  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and  which  that  instru- 
ment does  not  grant,  but  merely  preserves.  The 
power  to  suspend  this  great  common-law  privilege 
)s  reserved  to  Congress,  the  Representatives  of  the 
people;  and  even  then  their  control  over  it  is  limit- 
ed to  two  emergencies — rebellion  or  invasion;  and 
not  even  then,  unless  the  public  safety  require  it, 

Oflitt'e  value  would  be  that  constitutionally  pre- 
served prlvileife,  if  the  power  to  suspend  it  is  left 
in  the  hands  of  every  commander  in  our  army  and 
navy,  tu  be  exercised  according  to  his  judgment  or 
whlm^  neither  the  Executive,  the  comiMAdef-in- 


chiei  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  judge  who  issues 
the  writ — no,  not  even  the  soverf ign  people,  for 
whose  benefit  this  privilege  is  reserved,  have  the 
power  to  suspend  it;  Congress,  and  Congress  alone, 
caa  do  it. 

This  is  acknowledged  by  all.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  there  is  a  law  superior  to  the  Constitution — the 
law  of  war,  called  martial  law!  Do  gentlemen 
mean  to  say  that  a  declaration  of  war  abrogates  the 
Constiluiioni  Was  not  our  Constitution  made  for 
war  as  well  as  for  peacel  Is  its  potency  only  to 
be  felt  in  the  quiet  unresisting  times  of  peace,  but 
lost  amid  the  din  of  arms  and  shouts  of  victoryl  It 
Would,  indeed,  be  an  ill-constructed  instrument  for 
the  government  of  a  free  people,  if  it  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  property,  the  liberty, 
and  the  life  of  a  citizen  at  a  time  when  all  these 
rights  demand  the  most  efficient  support,  and  re- 
quire the  most  powerful  protection. 

But  ihia  martial  law— what  is  itl  What  its  defi- 
nition'! From  whence  does  it  proceed,  and  what 
are  its  limitsl 

This  thing  called  martial  law  once  had  a  kind 
of  existence  m  England.  It  was  felt,  but  not  seen, 
dwelling  in  the  dark  comers  of  the  star-chamber, 
seizing  citizens  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
dragging  them  off  to  be  tried  and  executed  by  arm- 
ed men;  in  its  character,  half  military,  half  civil— a 
court-martial  for  trial  of  civil  ofienceo. 

So  ill-shapen,  so  monstrous,  ho  undefinable  was^ 
this  law,  that  Judge  Blackstone,  who  could,  in  one 
short  sentence,  define  the  municipal  law  of  Eng- 
land, found  himself  utterly  at  fault  in  describing  the 
martial  law,  and  contents  himself  by  telling  us  that 
it  is  Mtf  absence  of  all  law.  If  I  should  undertake 
to  define  this  law,  it  would  be  by  reversing  Jud^ 
Blackstone*s  definition  of  municipal  law,  to  wit: 
"Martial  law  has  110  rule  of  action,  does  iio^  pro- 
ceed from  the  supreme  power  of  the  State,  neither 
commanding  what  is  right,  nor  prohibiting  what  is 
wrong." 

If  by  this  law  is  meant  that  code  of  laws  which 
govern  men  in  arms — the  rules  and  regulations  of 
an  army  and  navy — we  all  understand  it.  But  when 
you  claim  for  this  law  a  supremacy  over  the  Con- 
stitution; when  you  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the 
citizen— over  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
private  individual,  and  subject  him  and  all  his 
rights  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  will  or  whim 
ol  a  military  commander— you  present  a  monster,  a 
tyrant,  under  whose  government  no  freeman  could 
live  in  safety  for  an  hour. 

(General  Jackson  seems  to  have  been  under  the 
impression  that  this  constitutional  privile^  was 
only  to  be  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace;  that  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  a  tame,  quiet  process,  to  be 
sent  to  county  jaib,  and  only  obligatory  upon  sher- 
ifiSi  and  turnkeys;  but  upon  a  major  general,  whose 
camp  is  a  city,  and  whose  only  law  is  a  camp  order, 
enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet !  what  avail 
parchments,  writs,  and  paper  constitutions?  Shall 
the  soldier  yield  to  the  civil  marshaH  Shall  the 
general  yield  to  the  judge? 

General  Jackson* forgot,  at  the  time,  the  history 
of  that  writ.  You,  sir,  know  that  it  had  its  origin 
in  war  and  civil  commotion,  when,  under  pretence 
of  an  urgent  necessity  and  public  safety,  men  were 
seized  by  armed  soldiers,  thrown  into  prison,  and 
kept  there,  unheard  and  untried,  by  the  mere  man- 
date oi  the  King. 

That  man  Jenks,  whose  imprisonment  was  one 
of  the  immediate  causes  that  produced  the  famous 
act  of  habeas  corpus,  was  a  citizen  of  London,  on 
the  popular  or  factious  side.  He  was  committed 
\yj  the  King  in  council,  for  a  mutinous  speech  in 
uuildhall.  The  Chancellor,  on  an  application  for 
a  habeas  corvus,  declined  to  issne  it  during  the  vaca- 
tion; and  tne  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench 
made  so  many  difficulties  about  issuing  the  writ,  that 
Jenks  lay  in  prison  several  weeks.  This  arbitrary 
imprisonment  of  an  humble  citizen  of  London  ex- 
cited the  spirit  of  liberty  throughout  all  England; 
and  notwithstanding  the  mandate  of  the  King  in 
council,  and  the  craven  prevarication  of  the  Chan- 
cellor and  of  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Commons  of 
England  never  rested  until  they  had  secured  by  law 
an  effectual  remedy  against  any  future  outrage 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  That  remedy  has, 
since  that  day,  been  sacredly  preserved  as  a  great 
landmark  in  the  progressive  advancement  of  civil 
liberty.  It  has  been  called  the  second  Magna  Char- 
ts of  English  right«.  Our  fathers  brought  it  with 
them  as  a  cherished  jewel;  they  re-enacted  it  in 
every  State  Legislature;  they  embodied  it  in  the 
I  C0ii8titu4oapf  thoUnion^  aad  U^r^  it  oow  sHuids,  [ 


atereotjrped  forever,  in  these*  words:  "Tht  pci^ 
ilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shalV  aol  be  so»- 
pended." 

From  the  time  when  the  commons  of  EagliBd 
triumphed  over  the  arbitrary  manlal-law  power  of 
the  crown— ftom  the  day  of  the  enaetmeBt  of  t^ 
habeas  corpus,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sec- 
ond—from the  formation  ofonr  CeosiitaiiaB— 
through  all  the  commotions,  revolutioDs,  aad  wan 
in  England  and  in  America— no  King,  no  PreiideM, 
no  popular  miliiary  chieftain  ever  ventored  to  •»- 
pend,  even  for  an  hour,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of 
nabeas  corpus,  until  General  Jackson,  oa  Ibe  5ck 
of  March,  1815,  and  in  the  39th  year  of  our  iade- 
pendence,  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility. 

This  case  stands  alone.  For  one  hundred  aad 
fifty  years  has  this  writ  been  revered  esibegaavdian 
spirit  of  human  liberty,  pursuing  unnK^eated  tbe 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  commandin|[obedleooe  from 
every  authority,  entering  every  prison,  descead' 
into  every  dungeon,  and,  throngn  grated  doora 
arms  of  steel,  brfnging  fonh  the  prisoner, 
with  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  to  the  l%kto< 
day. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  can  we,  the  Senate  of  the  UaHed 
States,  existing  by  and  acting  under  the  Coiutita- 
tion,  excuse,  and  thereby  justify,  this  snipenMoa  of 
the  habeas  corpusi  No,  sir;  we  emanot:  we  dare 
not.  I  would  do  anjrthing  for  General  Jaeksoa 
rather  than  this.  Erect  monuments,  make  triuipb- 
al  arches,  build  temples  in  honor  of  the  gtorioas 
victory  at  New  Orleans;  but  I  cannot  sacrifice  a 
great  constitutiqfial  principle— a  principle  more 
valuable  to  this  people  than  a  hundred  ciuea,  more 
glorious  than  a  thousand  victories. 

Why  is  this  measure  ur^ed  upon  Coagreis  jaM 
at  this  timet  Afler  sleepmg  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  this  claim  suddenly  awakes,  as  bj  the 
touch  or  a  magician's  wand;  the  whole  conatiy  be- 
comes agitata  with  an  anxious  sense  of  joatice, 
brooking  no  delay.  The  public  treasure  groans  to 
be  detivej^d  of  the  fine  money;  and  General  Jack* 
son  and  ms  friends  can  live  no  longer  under  the 
foul  imputation  of  the  sentence.  Why  this  sodden 
outbreak  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  sensibilityl 
Were  not  all  the  facts  of  the  case  as  well  kaova 
twelve  years  ago,  as  they  areai  the  present  motaenil 
Has  delay  advanced  the  validity  or  the  daimt  Has 
neglect  aroused  our  gratitudel  Has  time  made  the 
outrage  more  glaring! 

Passing  over  the  eight  years  of  General  Jack- 
don's  administration,  (during  which  a  sense  of  deli- 
cacy might  forbid  action  upon  this  sutnect,)  how 
can  we  account  for  the  silence  of  Mr.  van  Barea, 
during  the  four  years  of  his  administrationl  Dm 
his  keen  eye  not  perceive  this  stain  upon  the  char- 
acter of  his  great  benefbctorl  Was  his  gratitode 
so  obtuse  that  it  could  not  give  a  word  or  a  hint 
that  the  thing  would  be  agr^ablel  Or  was  it  thai, 
having  glory  enoueh  in  those  days, this  little  laatter 
of  the  thousand  dollars  fine  was  uud  by  for  a  seaaoa 
of  scarcity! 

I  believe  I  know  that  this  measure  has  here  aad 
elsewhere  many  honest  supporters.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Missouri,  who  introduced  the  bill, 
has  too  much  sincerity  and  honesty  of  character 
ever  to  advocate  a  measure  here  which  hedoei 
not  believe  to  be  right  and  just.  Yet,  sir,  from  all 
that  I  have  seen  and  heard,  I  cannot  direst  npclf 
of  the  impression  that  a  certain  aspirant  to  the  Pres- 
idency is  attempting,  through  this  measure,  10  ne 
once  more  the  name  and  influence  of  Gen.  Jaeksoa 
to  obtain  a  second  time  the  ot^ect  of  his  ambitioa. 
Having  once  been  warmed  and  illuminated  by  the 
meridian  induences  of  his  glorious  predeccssoc,  be 
has,  during  a  short  eclipse,  been  examiniag  with 
telescopic  accuracy,  the  clouded  face  of  the  great 
luminary,  to  discover,  if  he  could,  some  little  spot 
from  which  might  be  elicited  a  solitary  ray  of  re- 
flected glory. 

In  order  to  get  at  this  little  matter  of  giorifica- 
tion,  the  life  and  history  of  the  old  hero  have  been 
conned  over  to  find,  if  possible,  some  dnbioos  point 
of  ofilcial  conduct— some  unjustisfied  act — come  ra- 
vamished  spot,  a  vanity  not  satisfied,  an  insalt  un- 
avenged; and,  at  last,  this  matter  of  the  fine  is  fixed 
upon  as  an  ofiensive  object  in  the  pictnre,  aad  we 
are  called  upon  to  varnish  it  over  by  leglsbUiTe  en- 
actment. Let  me  (ay  to  the  friends  of  Gkn.  Jack- 
son, yon  are  not  true  limners;  yon  wiH  mil  the 
painting  by  this  varnish.  It  is  these  ruaabpote 
and  dark  shades  that  give  character  aad  iadivida- 
ality  to  the  picture.  Smooth  them  dowa,  or  giM 
them  over,  and  it  will  no  kmger  bea  trae  likuKiai  of 
poor  rapons&Ui^-takin;  bero.   It  itttlMrfsrvll 
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panics  ihM  we  leave  ibis  matter  as  ihe  bisiory  i 
the  times  records  it.  Let  the  controversy  beiwec 
the  civil  and  military  power— between  ihe  GJeneri 
■sdtbe  Judg«— ramatD  settled  as  ii  is  by  the  recor 
It  is  welt  aenled,  ntid  we  cannot  alter  it  il'we  wouli 
The  hero  Oeneral  met  the  bero  Judge  in  sbar 
cooftict:  ibe  Oeneral  impiisoned  the  Judge,  aod  It 
Judge  floed  the  Qrneral;  the  one  lost  his  liberty,  ih 
Mber  his  money.  W<  cannot  now  readjoiil  Ibe  ma 
ler  upon  equal  terms.  You  may  gratify  the  feeliuf 
of  Geoeial  Jacluoo  by  leiuinlne  this  fine;  bm  whi 
cf  Ihe  OQtiage  upon  me  Judge?    Islhei 


streets;  branded  with  crime;  the  objec 
cofitemptj  imprisoned,  and  then  banished  as  an  oo 
lawed  traitor — hts  wronp  have  never  been  redres 
ed.  He  went  down  lo  his  f;rave  an  injured  and  it 
■nlted  man,  tone  lo  be  remembered  Cot  his  anequi 
coDieet  with  the  hero  of  New  Orleans.  Nut  so  wit 
Qeneral  Jaclcton.  This  petly  fine,  this  sentence  c 
cooiempl,  Qow  remembered  by  him  with  so  mtic 
lOtCDess,  was  unheeded  at  the  time,  amidst  ih 
shoDis  ofhis  triumph]  and  Wat:,  for  a  while,  forgo 
tea,  in  the  enjoyment  at  those  high  honors  bestowe 
nponhim  by  his  grateful  country.  Yet  hi^ftiend 
are  dm  saiis&ed.    The  record  of  this  sentence  i 


ima,  back  to  tbe  first  Gelt^  of  his  triumph,  New  Oi 
leans;  not  to  celebrate  bis  victory  over  the  enemit 
of  bis  country,  bai  rather  \o  sanction  his  triamp 
orar  the  laws  and  Conslliutioa  of  our  Republici  an 
the  grand  ceremony  of  this /ju  wit)  be  to  lear  i 
rragmeais,  over  the  grave  of  Dominick  A.  Hall,  thi 
record — the  ddIv  monument  leA  us  of  an  independei 
and  upright  judge.  I,  for  one,  will  have  no  part  i 
ilie  pBgt«M. 


SPEECH  OF  MEL  BARNARD, 

OP  NBW  YORK, 
/>>  Ma  Bvute  of  Rrpreimlalivet,  Febrtiary  S( 
IB43— In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stai 
of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com 
millee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to  trea: 
ury  notes. 

Mr.  B«BNAHD  offered  to  add  lo  that  bill,  b 
way  of  amendment,  the  substance  of  a  bllllaido 
tbe  table  some  time  since  by  him,  and  printed,  an 
which,  ai  the  time,  he  had  proposed  to  offer  as 
substitute  lor  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  Select  Con 
iBitiee  oti  the  currency,  {Mr.  Cushinq's  bill,)  when 
ever  that  bill  shuilld  be  taken  up.  Mr.  BiRNiian' 
bill,  now  offered  as  ao  amendmeul  to  Ihe  treasur 
note  bill,  was  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  Ihe  Set 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  a  sum  of  monej 
"—  — eeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  of  Stat 


banl»,  and  lu  adopt  an  equal  amount  of  curienci 
— "-Ich  shall  be  receivable  in  oavme"'  -'" '"' 


which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  Govern 


ThU  amendment  baving  been  received- 
Mr.  BARNARD  addreased  the  committee  to  lb 
following  eBect: 

Mr.  Chiirmih  :  On  tbe  whole,  sir,  t  do  not  knoi 
that  anj  more  fit  occasion  for  bringing  forward  th 
provisional  measure  on  the  subject  of  the  cnrrenc 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  lo  propose,  could  wel 
be  presented,  than  that  which  is  now  offered;  and 
have  felt  obliecd,  iberelure,  to  decline  the  appea 
made  to  me  \>j  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  ih 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Fii.i«aaE, 
thai  I  would  forbear  to  preta  this  measure  at  Ih 
prssem  time.  I  must  insist  on  embracing  this  occi 
Eion  lo  discbarge  mvself  of  a  great  public  dutj 
and,  having  a  very  distinct  notion  of  what  thi 
HoDse  owes  to  the  country  on  the  subject  which 
ha »e now  brought  to  its  notice,  lam  not  diqxjsei 
to  let  this  opportunity  slip  of  eiaciing  from  i 
Mime  aeiion  id  regard  lo  that  Bubject,  11  wiH  nc 
do  to  say  that  my  bill  is  not  germane  lo  the  subjec 
before  the  committee.  The  two  sabjectsate  inll 
malelj  related.  Nor  will  the  plea  of  lack  of  lim 
avail  anything.  If  tbeie  is  time  to  perpeluaie  ai 
isane  of  twelve  millii>nsof  tieasur?  noici,  for  tb 
relief  of  the  treasary— which  is  what  the  bill  o 
the  Ways  and  Means  propoees— there  Is  timi 

,:, ......,-_   -■--nging  Ihe  forn    _ 

11  my  bill  proposfs 


It  will  not  do  to  say,  as  we  have 
d  repeated  this  morning.thalthe  pub- 
lusi  first  be  done— as  if  there  were  no 
lusioess  than  the  passing  of  appropri- 
il  bills  to  issue  or  perpetuate  treasury 
lis  which  I  propose  is  public  business, 
siness  of  some  consequenci  too;  and, 
arc  not  sensible  of  the  fact  now,  they 
so,  perhaps,  when  our  common  mas- 
:,  come  to  reckon  with  us  on  the  stib- 
condiiion  in  which  the  monetary  and 
rs  ot  this  Ciovemmenl  and. of  this 
are,  and  have  been  for  a  considerable 
le  thing  can  be  named  of  such  indis- 
:ssiiy  as  the  restoration  of.  a  sonnd 
aational  currency.  It  is  the  vital  air 
mlitie-ran  indispensable  retjuislte  to 
istenct.  It  may,  in  -my  opinion,  be 
procnred  and  restored,  by  a  very  sim- 
f  safe  financial  measure,  which,  for 
bom  reference  to  tbe  mailer  of  cur- 
ngly  demanded  by  tEe  condition  of 

tbe  Ways  and  Means  is  professedly 
relief  of  the  treasury;  and  it  proposes 
'ough  the  old  mode  (become  so  hach- 

the  last  six  years)  of  treasury  notes. 
:ady  resort  and  panacea  prescribed  in 
imes,  for  all  the  distempers  of  our  ex- 
^uei.  Wheneverihis  abused  patient 
im,  as  be  has  been,  of  alternate pleth- 
iitlon— shows  symptoms  of  collapse 
iTlhwilh  he  is  to  be  blown  up,  like  a 
treasury  notes.    Treasurv  notes  arc 

and  his  lavender;  they  have  recov. 
1  m*nv  a  heart-si ckncMi  and  deadly 
1  the  last  six  years;  and  it  is  really 
ff  their  virtues  hold  out.  considering 
1y,  and  almost  conatantly,  they  have 

to  and  applied.  Sir,  I  have  never 
!,  voted  lor  a  treaaury-nole  bill.  I 
without  any  direct  violation  of  con- 
inciple,  if  I  cootd  see  a  proper 
1  measure  of  the  sort  '^- 
chequer  bills  are  used 
:oming  revenue;  but  Inev  ought  not 
esorted  to,  lo  take  the  place  of  rev- 
mode  of  borrowing  for  the  support  of 
especially  in  lime  of  peace.  They 
Q  ihos  employed  for  almost  six  years 
ly.  They  were  so  used  by  the  last 
n,  against  which  we  Whigs  eamesl- 
id;and,  coming  into  legislative  power, 
ve  adopted  and  continued  the  prac- 
IV  much  more  urgent  necessity  on  olr 
iry  will  determine.  And  it  is  now 
opioy  still  further  Ibis  means  of  rais- 

for  the  treasury;  it  Is  proposed  lo 
'  to  the  treasury  to  reissue  tbe  whole 
snry  noies  now  outstanding — some 
IS  of  dollars,  more  or  less--«s  they 
in  for  dues,  or  come  in  for  redemp- 
ealer  part  are  already  past  due,  and 
g  for  paymenl,  only  became  we  have 
promise  to  pay  interest  on  them  till 
'as  the  footing  on  which  they  origin- 
promise  lo  pay  inlerest  on  them  till 
,nd  it  is  propraed  by  this  bill  to  add 
Ise  in  regard  to  the  rest  and  residue 
ding  noies.  Sir,  I  do  not  like  this 
er  way  of  supporting  this  Oovem- 

notes,  every  one  of  ihem,  were  la- 
in one  year  from  dale,  and  it  con- 
■edil  and  honor  of  the  Government 
lid  have  been  promptly  met  at  main- 
ibseqnent  promise  of  paying  i&leresl, 
:  holders  from  demandmg  payment 
al — ibis  purchase,  in  market  overt,  of 

forbearance  of  our  creditors — is  not 
naaction  that  I,  for  one,  can  lake  any 
n  American  citizen.  If  the  Govem- 
ly  could  do  no  better,  why,  very  well; 
:re  has  been  more  actual  necessity  \ 
r  proceeding  than  I  have  been  able  to 

any  tale,  coming,  as  the  renewed 
es,  from  the  Commilteeof  Ways  and    > 
I  not  set  myself  up  against  it;  ihougii    I 
■ied,  if  at  all,  by  olher  votes  Ihan  mine,    i 
ivedlostrikeoutlhebillof  the  Ways 
nd  snbstiiule  mine  for  it;  I  propose 

amendment,  to  be  added  to  theirs; 
nisi  very  well  with  each  other  in  the 
;nt.    If  my  plan  should  cfaance  to  be 

Ihen  It  shonld  be  lonnd  that  tbe  Slate 


proposed,  the  iraasnry  would  still  have  the  ireasnry 
notes  lo  resort  to;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  Ite 
banks  should  assent  to  oor  leims  and  lend  ns  the 
money,  iheie  wonld  noi  only  be  no  necessity  for 
any  reissue  of  treasury  notes,  but  all  the  outsland' 
ing  notes  might  be  promptly  redeemed.  The  bill 
of  Ihe  Ways  and  Means  is,  as  I  have  said,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ihe  treasury.  So  is  mine;  and,  1 
venture  to  think,  much  Ihe  more  important  and  na- 
cessary  bill  of  the  two,  not  only  for  the  relief  of  the 
treasury,  but  for  the  lelief  of  the  country  also. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  free  lo  confess— in- 
deed, 1  wish  it  to  be  understood— that  my  maia 
purpose  is  to  procure,  by  Ibe  plan  I  pivpose,  a  cdi- 
rencj  of  national  import  and  character  for  ihB 
country.  This  Is  the  great  want  of  ibe  counttr. 
Upon  this  question,  more  than  any  other,  thepoUtt- 
cal  revolution  of  1840  lomed.  The  Whig  partr 
came  Into  power  upon  the  solemn  prooiise  and 
pledge  to  give  the  country  a  sound  national  car- 
rency.  The  general  eipectatioD  was,  that  this  WM 
to  be  done  t^  means  of  a  bank  of  Ihe  United 
Stales.  The  mode,  however,  was  not  so  much 
dwelt  upon;  it  was  the  object  and  the  thing  that 
waschieSy  discussed,  promised.and  expected.  TIm 
local  currencies  were  In  ihe  most  deranged  condi- 
tion; the  utmost  confusion  reigned  in  the  exchangM; 
Ihe  regular  flow  of  business  was  obstmcled  anain- 
lerrupied  in  all  its  channels.  There  was  stagna- 
tion, and  distress,  and  ruin  everywhere.  It  was. 
universally  felt  that  the  process  of^  restoration  muM 
beginal Washington.  It  wsstbis  Federal  Uoveril- 
mentwbich  had  oroughton  all  ibis  mischief,  by  ila 
unhallowed  war  on  the  best  currency  tbe  world 
ever  saw,  and  which  had  then  coolly  turned  Its 
back  en  the  confiuioii  and  denilation  it  bad  crea- 
ted, and  declared  Ihat  it  did  not  belong  lo  this  Got- 
emmeni  to  have  anytblog  lo  do  with  carreneyand 
exchanges.  The  demand  of  tbe  people  wu,  that 
it  should  have  Somelhiag  to  do  with  this  subject; 
and  that  demand  was  uttered  with  Ihe  voice  of  an- 
ihority,  and  in  lones  of  thunder.  They  called  oo 
the  name  of  the  Whig  [nrly,  which  they  clothed 
with  the  ensignsof  poliiical  power,  and  command- 
ed them  to  go  promptly  to  the  work  of  relief  and 
restoration.  And  we  promised  to  do  it.  TbecooD- 
Iry  mu.1t  have  a  sound  and  uniform  national  cur- 
rency, and  we  promised  Ihat  it  should  be  supplied. 


This 


IS  the  01 


safelvoi 


prevailed  in  the  local   currencv. ._ 

changes:  and  we  promised  it  should  be  done.  Ba- 
fore  God,  and  many  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  we  made 
ibis  solemn  engagement.  There  wa.«  one  condi- 
tion, and  one  only,  annexed,  by  oere^^ry  implica- 
tion, to  Ibis  engagement.  The  un  de  of  reachinc 
and  accomplishing  Ihe  object  must  be  insirictcon- 
forraity  lo  tbe  Constitution,  and  lo  our  own  well- 
nnderitood  principles.  We  were  nol  bound  lovicv 
late  either  the  Constitulion  OT  ourown  consciences; 
but  we  were  bound  lo  accomplish  tbe  object,  tmlj 
leaving  these  intact. 

And,  Mi.  Chairman,  never  was  a  great  duty  «n- 
tered  upon  with  more  alacrity, resolulimi,  and  zeal. 
Never  was  there  a  more  honest  endeavor  lo  per- 
form an  bonesl  undertaking  and  trust.  An  eiir^ 
session  of  Congress  was  convened,  and  we  weal  to 
work  like  men  at  ihe  subject  of  ihe  currency, 
thongb,  in  the  mran4ime,  we  had  lost  the  elected 
head  and  chief  of  our  party  and  of  the  Adminiv- 
tration.  Still,  we  did  not  shrink  from  our  duiyand 
our  engagements.  At  that  period,  nothing  but  a 
bank  was  thought  of  in  any  quarter,  whether  In 
Congress,  al  the  Treasury  Department,  or  at  4he 
Executive  mansion.  Various  plans  were  sngi^eat- 
ed — lo  Congl'ess,  in  f^ngress,  and  by  the  Execniive 
and  they  were  all  plans  of  banks.    Nobody  seemed 


n  ofai 


and  agreement,  al-that  period,  ihecur- 

rency  of  the  country  was  to  be  supplied  and  regu- 
lated thioagh  an  i a eorporaled  national  bank.  Two 
attempts  were  made  in  Congress  to  estaUith 
such  a  bank;  two  such  banks  in  succession  wer« 
created,  to  neither  of  which  would  the  Presi- 
dent yield  bis  assent;  and  it  became,  at  last, 
apparent  to  everybody  thai  he  would  yield 
his  assent  to  noiUng  in  the  shape  or  dmlli- 
tQde  of  an  incorporated  national  hank.  Thiw 
ended  al  once  all  hopes  of  supplying  a  eurrencyby 
meaaa  of  a  national  benlt  for  the  term  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler's administration.  It  remained  lobe  seen  whether 
tbe  sameot^ect  could  be  accomplished  through  any 
other  agency,  which  should  be  free  from  consliin- 
tional  and  otber  iosupeiable  difflcullies.  Mr.  Ty- 
ler V>d  woe  of  bit  »dvls«n7waof  tfisiw  H 
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pose  on  the  soil  and  plastic  mind  of  his  confiding 
Excellency  the  belief  that  New  York  writhes  in  the 
recoiling  embraces  of  the  ultra  Democracy,  throngh 
the  eflorts  of  bis  faithful  minister.  I  doubt  it  not. 
And  I  doubt  not  that,  in  the  wassails  of  the  palace, 
some  insulated  recess  has  oAen  been  vocal  with  the 
voice.s  of  the  merry  trio  chanting  hosannos  to  the 
conquerors  of  the  Whig  paily  and  the  despoilers  of 
their  country. 

Sir,  let  them  quaff  on  and  sing  on.  The  day  of 
fearful  retiibulion  will  soon  come.  Though  now 
high  in  power,  sparkling  in  its  sunshine  and  revel- 
ling in  its  enjoyments,  rest  assured,  sir,  that  their 
political  ''damnation  slumbereth  not."  On  the  4th 
day  of  Ms^rch,  1845,  by  the  common  consent  of  all 
parties,  they  will  be  consigned  to  a  political  pande- 
monium, where,  in  the  bosom  of  a  restless  and  dis- 
appointed ambition,  "the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched." 

Sir,  amid  all  the  gloom  which  treachery  has 
thrown  around  the  whig  party,  I  do  not  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  its  recupeiative  energies  will 
marshal  it  to  the  field  in  1844;  and  then,  as  in  1840, 
victory  will  again  perch  upgn  its  standard.  Let 
not  the  Locofoco  legions  "lay  the  flattering  unction 
to  their  souls"  that  they  are  to  have  a  bloodless 
field.  No,  SI r;  they  .shall  have  war — war  Itfhvi  capu- 
lOf  in  all  its  honorable  forms,  and  with  all  its  con- 
suming fierceness — and  waged,  too,  with  a  spirit 
which  would  do  honor  to  the  most  chivalric  cam- 
paign of  1840. 

Under  the  banner  of  patriotism,  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  the  honest,  frank,  fearless,and  patriotic 
"Harry  of  the  West" — associated,  as  I  confidently 
trust  it  will  be,  with  the  name  of  a  Northern  gentle- 
man well  known  to  the  country  for  his  fearlessness, 
integrity,  and  indomitable  spirit,  and  under  which 
all  opposed  to  the  Robespierrean  Democracy,  be 
they  old  Whigs  or  new  Conservatives,  may  rally — 
the  Whig  party  will  again  take  the  field,  and  wage 
the  war  with  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  char- 
acterized the  triumphs  in  New  York  in  1838  and 
1839,  and  the  general  triumph  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  1840.  Under  such  a  banner,  and  with  such 
a  spirit,  we  shall  reconquer  the  laurels  of  which 
treachery  has  robbed  us,  and  again  attempt  (and, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  faithful  President,  success- 
fully attempt)  to  raise  the  country  from  the  horri- 
ble pit  of  Locofocoism,  and  place  it  on  the  rock  of 
solid  and  enduring  prosperity. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE, 

OF  NEW  YORK, 
In  StnaUf  February  6, 1843.— On  the  exchequer. 

The  bill  "amendatory  of  the  several  acts  estab- 
lishing the  Treasury  Department"  being,  on  mo- 
tion  of  Mr.  Tallmadgb,  taken  up,  he  proceeded 
to  address  the  Senate  to  the  followmg  effect,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  provisions  of  the  bill: 

Mr.  T.  regretted  (he  said)  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  bri^ng  forward  this  measure  at  an  earlier 
period.  Ta»  delay  had  not  occurred  on  his  own 
account,  or  through  his  instance,  but  had  been 
yielded  to  the  request  of  other  Senators.  Some 
two  weeks  since,  it  had  been  assigned  a  day  under 
A  special  order.  Meantime,  however,  came  on 
the  important  debate  (en  the  Oregon  question) 
which  has  so  much  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Senate.  Until  this— unexpectedly  prolonged  as  it 
had  been — was. terminated,  he  had  not  chosen  to 
distract  the  attention  of  the  body  by  a  double  dis- 
cussion. The  Senate  would  pardon  him  this  little 
preliminary  vindication  of  himself  against  a  pos- 
sible imputation  of  remissness,  or  of  disregard  for 
his  own  voluntary  pledges  of  bringing  forward  the 
measure  anew  at  the  earliest  time   in  his  power. 

The  general  purpose  of  the  bill  (Mr.  T.  went  on 
to  say)  is  to  do  something  for  the  country,  as  to 
currency  and  exchanges.  Subsiantially,  the  bill  is 
the  same  as  that  brought  in  last  winter  by  report  of 
that  select  committee  of  which  I  bad  the  honor  lo 
be  chairman.  To  the  report  then  submitted  with 
the  bill,  the  Senate  will  allow  me  to  refer  them  for 
those  more  amplified  details  and  arguments  which 
are  less  necessary  now  that  the  Senaie  is  In  pos- 
session of  the  general  plan.  I  propose,  at  present, 
only  to  re-stale  those  larger  points  of  then  measure, 
upon  the  soundness  of  which,  and  their  competency 
for  the  object  in  view,  the  entire  question  must 
rest. 

As,  then,  what  is  mainly  proposed  is  to  do  some- 
thing which  may  redeem  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes of  the  country  from  their  present  wretch- 
^  collusion,  it  is  at  least  necessary,  for  the  form- 


ality ot  a  regular  argument  or  investigation,  to 
ask  what  would,  in  every  other  s^se,  be  superflu- 
ous—whether the  country  at  large  stands  in  any  ve- 
hement, any  unusual  need  of  such  interposiiion, 
such  exertion  of  any  power  applicable  lo  the  pur- 
poses in  view  as  the  Government  may  possess? 

If  the  common  disaster>5  of  a  whole  land  ever 
challenged  justice  or  pity  from  iis  rulers;  if  a  deso- 
lation more  widely  spread,  if  less  total,  than  any 
wh  ich  the  ravages  of  ware.er  inflicted,  is  a  thing  de- 
manding public  relief;  if  a  general  havoc  of  nearly 
all  private  fortune,  and  an  overthrow  of  all  public 
credit,  are  matters  that  call  for  some  effort  of  the 
prudenceorpower.of  the  who'e  community, — I  may 
surely,  in  the  unexampled  distress  which  convulses 
the  entire  body  politic,  find  enough  to  warrant  me 
in  saying  that  the  need  of  doing  something  is  terri- 
ble, and  iis  delay  inexcusable,  if  there  is  within  the 
legitimate  and  safe  resorts  of  our  Government  any- 
thing that  can  be  done. 

The  condition  of  the  country  I  will  riot  attempt 
to  describe.  lam  not  master' enough  of  the  im- 
agery of  sufiTering  and  gloom  to  paint  a  picture  of 
such  various  and  such  cruel  calamity.  Afflicting 
as  it  IS  to  look  upon,  it  is  doubly  painful  from  the 
strange,  the  violent,  the  dismal  contrast  which  it 
oflers  with  the  youth,  the  strength,  the  cu^'tomary 
prasperity  of  our  country,  and  the  teeming  re. 
sources  which  vainly  lie  all  around  us.  We  are 
beggars  in  the  midst  of  the  most  boundless  natural 
wealth;  we  are  starving  in  the  midst  of  the  unex- 
hausted fertility  of  a  soil  capable  of  yielding  us  al- 
most anything;  and  the  profusest  blessings  of  na- 
ture, and  the  highest  boon  of  political  freedom, 
seem,  for  the  lime,  bestowed  upon  us  equally  in 
vain. 

For  all  this  there  must  be  some  adequate  cause. 
Visibly  to  all  eyes,  it  is  the  extreme  and  rapid  re- 
duction of  the  circulating  medium — under  the 
heavy  individual  and  public  engagements  which 
an  equally  extreme  previous  inflation  had  given 
rise  to — which  has  produced,  and  threatens  greatly 
to  prolong,  all  that  we  are  sufl'ering.  Such  f  though 
not  the  sole)  is  certainly  the  great  and  leading 
cause  of  what,  as  politicians  Or  statesmen,  we  must 
speak;  because  it  is  clearly  to  this  cause  that  we 
must  address  ourselves,  as  lo^he  only  thing  worthy 
of  a  statesman's  thoughts,  or  a  test  oi  his  skill — the 
possibility  of  a  remedy. 

I,  sir,  and  those  with  whom  I  have  generally  con- 
curred in  nolitical  views,  have  (I  repeat)  felt  satis- 
fied that,  tnough  there  may  have  been  many  causes 
for  this  state  of  things,  yet  the  great  and  immediate 
one  lies  at  present  in  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  derangement,  there  may  be  a  diversi- 
ty of  opinion;  but  there  can  be  none  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  fact,  and  little  as  to  the  powerful 
influence  whid)  it  exerts  in  all  that  we  are  now 
witnessing. 

Without  question,  it  is  one  of  the  saddest  and 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  characteristics  of  party 
and  of  politics  in  this  country,  that,  unscrupulous 
of  everything  but  to  strengthen  their  own  moment- 
ary force,  ihey  seize,  and  endeavor  to  make  a  part 
of  themselves,  everything  jilike — no  matter  how 
little  of  a  party  nature,  and  no  matter  how  much 
the  prejudice  to  the  public  interests  which  may  en- 
sue from  thus  transforming  many  questions  purely 
national  into  matters  of  partisan  warfare.  There 
is  no  subject  which,  in  point  of  magnitude,  in  point 
of  universality,  and  in  point  of  being  proper  to 
trade  alone,  was  less  fit  to  be  flung  into  the  mere 
cockpit  of  party  strife,  than  this  of  the  currency. 
Y(  t,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  the  instant  that 
it  could  be  rendered  anything  that  it  should  never 
have  been — anything  that  it  could  never,  with  safe- 
ty to  the  country,  become— it  was,  from  a  commer- 
cial, turned  into  a  political  question— the  mere 
watchword  and  battle-cry  of  conflicts  with  which 
such  a  simply  commercial  question  should  never 
have  been  mixed.  It  was  not  to  the  agitation  of 
political  passions,  ever  extreme  and  exaggerated 
m  what  lor  the  moment  occupies  them,  that  such 
a  question  could  be  committed  for  any  safe  de- 
cision. As  long  as  such  questions  are  made  the 
rallying  call  of  party,  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges  will  continue,  and  the  consequent 
derangement  of  the  whole  business  affairs  of  the 
community.  It  is  surely  time,  amidst  the  ex- 
tremity of  distress  into  which  this  false  and  unhap- 
py management  of  the  question,  has  plunged  us'lo 
drop  tha«;e  party  distinctions  and  think  once  more 
of  the  public  sufferings  around  us,  and  the  duty — 
if  there  be  a  possibility— of  lightening  or  even  re- 


lieving them,  by  a  calm  and  a  prndeot  legialatia. 
In  this  great  council,  holding  in  its  hands  to  atn 
an  extent  the  destinies  of  the  euiire  natioii,  the  la 
consideration  should  be,  how  best  to  fulfil  what  it 
owe  to  the  country  at  large,  now  redoced  to  a  nt 
diiiontoo  disastrous  to  be  ranch  hmger  endcrd. 
That  condition,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  in  mj  fai|. 
ment  imperatively  demands  that  we  unite  on  som 
such  measure  of  relief  as  that  proposed  by  tbisbg. 
The  time  unhappily  is  past,  when,  unembamai^ 
by  the  difficulties  which  delay  has  thickened  o«ir 
the  matter,  we  could,  comparatively  at  onr  eaa. 
have  deliberated  of  measuxes  and  methods  oortc 
longer  in  our  choice.  Formerly  we  might, -wrt, 
a  freedom  to  select  from  all  that  experience  oiereii 
of  good,  have  held  calm  counsel  as  towfajt«» 
best:  now,  reduced  to  far  sadder  afflictions,  and  vii 
afar  narrower  choice  of  modes  of  relief,  we  »• 
left  to  ask  not  "what  is  best?"  hut  "what  is  it  t^ 
possible  to  dol"  The  people  arp  crying  aloodn 
all  sides  for  relief.  For  that  relief  they  tnreTber 
eyes,  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  to  ihh  6ur. 
ernment  They  a-^k  you  not  for  relief  from  tte: 
private,  their  individual  misfortunes,  whtckikr 
know  you  cannot  cure;  but  relief  from  a  vretchec 
condition  of  the  circulation,  which  denies  then al 
possibility  of  redeeming  and  retrieving  their  Iqk. 
and  which  you  can  cure.  They  a^  yon  lo sin 
them,  not  an  illegitimate  and  individual  aid;  \m% 
afford  to  th^ir  private  necessities  the  indirect isii. 
ance  of  what  the  public  business  ^  impenoai? 
requires — a  better  mechanism  of  iniercoaaie,  i 
sounder  vehicle  of  their  business  and  of  your  on 
Such  is  demanded,  not  more  by  individual  coeit- 
•ience  than  by  the  public  interests.  If,  in  the  ma- 
agement  of  its  own  finances,  the  Gbvemmefit  ce, 
at  the  same  time,  furnish  an  element  of  exeb^ 
that  will  go  far  to  give  the  country  what  it  so  msd 
needs,  and  what  seems  so  little  attainable  ia  nr 
other  way — a  sound  currency— is  it  not  boaadc 
do  sol 

Are  gentlemen,  then,  to  fold  their  arms  and  {^ 
nouncethatnothingcanbe  donel  Here  is  alios 
a  measure  which  will  do  something.  It  mayes 
accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished:  but  it  wil 
eflfect  much.  It  cannot  fail  to  afiford  to  commerce  a 
good  and  a  general  instrament,  which  it  doesM 
now  possess:  it  must,  to  its  entire  extent,  infose  ia; 
the  circulation  an  element  of  correction  aodsotai- 
ness;  and  these  indirect  but  important  effects  istc 
private  business  will  be  but  incidental  results  froa 
a  system  of  which  the  more  immediate  benefe 
accrue  to  the  Goreminent  itself,  as  to  the  distribB- 
tion  and  management  of  its  receipts  and  disbei*- 
ments. 

In  what  it  thus  proposes,  there  is  snrely  nothiif 
that  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  the  coostitatiei- 
al  powers  of  the  Government — with  such  powers,  I 
mean,  as  are  inseparable  from  its  duty  or  the  col- 
lection, safekeeping,  and  disbursement  ofthepob 
lie  revenues.  If,  in  performing  these  fnDciioBS,ii 
can,  at  the  same  time,  indirectly  and  incidentafh 
afford  to  the  business  of  the  country* fadlitics  o: 
exchange  and  currency  which  involve  aot  a  lass 
but  a  benefit  in  the  public  business  itself,  soreljit 
is  strongly  its  duty  to  do  so.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  aim  at  nothing  more. 

It  will,  at  all  events,  establish  one  great  andftiE- 
damental  principle — a  principle  which  is  th«  di- 
viding line  between  the  extremes  of  parties,  la^ 
which  lies 'at  the  bottom  of  all  these  sysei» 
whether  they  present  themselves  in  the  shape  of  i 
national  bank,  an  exchequer,  or  in  any  othcrioniH 
namely,  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  theG«»- 
eral  Government,  in  the  collection  and  disbnise- 
ment  of  its  revenues,  to  aid  in  furnishing  a  ooifons 
currency,  and  regulating  the  exchanges  of  lit 
country.  Much  will  have  been  achieved  bf  the 
establishment  of  this  great  principle,  and  the  fooud- 
ation  will  be  laid,  on  which  a  superstrncture  cat 
be  erected,  with  proportions  regulated  by  the  coa- 
stitutional  powers  of  the  Government  and  thewinB 
of  the  country. 

Since  the  foundation  of  this  Government,  dife- 
ent  methods  of  effecting  this  object  of  comrectiug 
the  management  of  the  public  revenues  with  the 
regulation  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  hiw 
been  tried.  Of  these,  the  earliest  and  moch  tk 
longest  preserved  was  a  national  bank.  To  it  sac- 
ceeded  what  was  called  the  State  bank  deposiie 
system.  The  sub-treasury,  of  still  briefer  cx^- 
ence,  was  fhe  last-bom  of  these  expedients;  hot  dire 
(not  a  very  promising  child)  in  its  infancy. 

The  oldest,  and  infinitely  the  most  snccesrfal « 
these  saccessive  contrrranceSydatesalmoetfroniM 
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nndaticHi  of  the  present  (Sovernment.  It  owed 
)  conception  to  the  sagacity  of  the  ablest  man  that 
er  stood  at  the  head  of  oar  national  finances — 
leza&der  Hanailton;  who,  in  1791,  recommended 
resort  to  SQch  an  institution  as  a  remedy  for  the 
treme  derangement  then  existing  in  oar  monetary 
id  fioancial  aJbirs.  Its  success  answered  ad- 
irably  to  the  powerfal  judgment  of  him  who  had 
oposed  it.  Scarcely  had  it  gone  into  existence, 
hen  the  confusion  which  it  was  meant  to  remedy 
xmI  rebaked.  Order  at  once  rose  up  out  of  the 
iMos  and  embarrassment  of  the  treasury,  and 
•nndness  out  of  the  derangement  of  the  circula- 
».    For  twenty  years,  lending  these  advanta|^ts 

oar  moneyed  sjrslem,  it  stood,  the  very  capital 
'  the  colamn  of  this  great  man's  just  fame.  In 
ill,  however,  when  its  charter  ran  out,  a  set  of 
publicans  a  good  deal  more  righteous  than  George 
Washington  and  the  other  patriots  who  founded 
le  Government  and  this  bank  almost  together, 
Med  it  anti-republican,  and  refused  its  re-charter, 
till,  in  that  day,  what  called  itself  republicanism 
as  not  so  wise  as  to  scorn  the  most  positive  ex- 
^ience,  the  clear  demonstrations  of  actual  fact; 
>  that  when,  after  five  years' trial  of  the  fiscal  and 
anstitational  advantages  of  being  without  a  bank, 
ley  foond  themselves,  in  1816,  involved  anew  in 
II  that  financial  connision  which  had  been  so 
appily  remcfved  by  the  original  creation  of  the 
niK,  they,  the  republican  opponents  Df  that  dan- 
eroos  institution,  re-established  it. 

I  need  scarcely  say,  sir,  that,  as  before,  it  lifted 
le  finances  and  currency  of  the  country  out  of  the 
(lire,  where  they  were  stuck;  and  gave  us,  until  a 
«w  political  war  was  declared  against  it,  a  cur- 
ency  as  perfect  as  any  commercial  country  in  the 
rorld  ever  possessed.  In  spite,  however,  of  these 
onspicuoos  benefits,  and  the  manifest  rashness  of 
handoning,  for  a  more  than  questional  experiment, 
I  system  which  had  so  admirably  performed  its 
;reat  and  difficult  functioni<,  the  country  allowed 
tself  once  more  to  be  hurried,  by  the  all-powerful 
nfluence  of  a  single  great  leader,  into  a  fresh  de- 
nolition  of  the  bank,  and  a  new  essay  of  currency- 
nongering. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  party  with 
rhich,  from  my  first  entrance  into  public  life,  I  had 
icted,  I  myself,  in  1831,  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
ihaiter  of  the  bank.  The  Seqate  will  pardon  me 
f  I  repeat  a  little  incident  which  occurred  soon 
ifter  I  took  my  seat  in  this  body,  and  which  my 
>wn  subsequent  impressions  haVe  often  served  to 
recall  to  my  recollection.  After  an  incidental 
liscussion  on  this  sabject,  in  which  I  had  taken 
part,  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentackysaid 
lo  me:  ''Su*,  there  was  a  young  man  from  the  West 
in  Congress  in  1811;  and  he,  upon  the  constitu- 
ional  notions  that  are  now  governing  you,  voted 
against  re-chartering  the  old  United  Stated  Bank, 
rime  rolled  on,  and  troubles  came.  We  attempt- 
ed to  get  along  without  a  national  bank:  but  at  last 
we  found  that  without  it  we  could  not  manage  the 
public  finances,  nor  maintain  for  the  country  a 
soaud  and  uniform  currency.  That  voung  man 
then  became  convinced  by  experience  that  the  vote 
which  he  had  given  in  1811  was  wrong;  and  in 
1816  hejeave  his  voice  for  the  chartering  of  another 
United  States  bank.    You  have  now  taken  the  same 

f [round  that  that  young  man  originally  did:  but, 
ike  him,  time  and  experience  will,  I  have  no 
doulM,  eventually  convince  you  that  you  have  done 
wrong." 

*  Sir,  I  stand  here  to  confess  that  time  and  expe- 
rience have  conviiiced  me  accordingly,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  was  wrong,  and  Mr.  Clay  right; 
that  the  afifairs  of  the  Government  and  the  country 
cannot  be»afc1y  managed  without  the  aid  of  some 
mechanism  of  that  sort;  that  of  such,  that  of  a 
United  States  bank  has  proved  itself  far  the  most 
perfect  that  has  ever  been  tried  in  this  country;  and 
that  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that,  through  mere 
party  causes  and  their  unfortunate  influences,  a 
state  of  public  opinion  has  been  brought  about  which 
renders  it  impossible  now  to  recur  to  what  is  of 
itself  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  any  other  financial 
agent  that  we  know  of. 

I  need  scarcely,  sir,  do  more  than  advert  to  the 
events  of  the  extra  session  of  1841 .  For  both  the  bank 
bills  passed  at  that  session  I  gave  my  vote.  I  re- 
gretted,' of  cour^,  the  negative  which  the  Pres- 
ident felt  it  his  duty  to  put  upon  them;  and  regretted 
it  still  the  more,  because  I  considered  it  as  termi- 
nating all  hope  of  obtaining  for  the  country  the 
best  and  most  efficient  of  financial  contrivances, 
ud  as  reducing  us  to  an  expedient  of  secondary 


excellence.  For,  be  the  advantages  of  the  older 
institution  ever  so  unrivalled,  what  possibility  can 
we  any  longer  look  to  of  again  carrving  that  sys- 
tem into  effect,  for  the  extrication  ol  the  country 
from  its  present  extreme  embarrassments')  We 
legislate  not  for  what  might  have  been,  but  for 
what  h',  for  facts  as  they  exist,  not  as  we  would 
have  them.  We  have  to  consider,  not  what  this  or 
that  party  desired  to  accornplish  and  could  not;  but 
what  it  is  now  possible  to  effect  of  best  and  soundest. 
Let  gentlemen  who  yet  look  to  a  national  bank  re- 
member that  some  six  or  seven  years  mast  cer- 
tainly elapse  before  that  mode  of  relief  can  be 
made  available  to  the  country.  Suppose  oar  pres- 
ent hopes  to  be  realized  by  the  election  of  1844: 
contested  as  the  subject  of  a  bank  must  continue  to 
be,  under  almost  any  condition  of  parties,  it  mast 
be  nearly  the  end  of  the  long  session  of  the  next 
year  before  a  bill  for  this  purpose  can  pass;  another 
year  to  negotiate  the  stock;  another  to  get  the  bank 
into  operation;  and  at  least  another  before  the  people 
can  have  been  made  to  feel  any  of  the  marked 
benefits  of  the  institution..  Can  the  country,  bleed- 
ing as  it  is  at  every  pore,  wait  under  its  present 
agonies  for  relief  so  long  deferred  as  thati  No; 
some  early,  some  present  ease  is  needed;  something 
timely  to  what  we  now  suffer,  ^nd  not  appropriate 
merely  to  a  future  state  of  quiet  and  of  comfort. 

Having  thus,  sir,  passed  in  review  the  chief 
points  of  the  history  of  the  most  permanent  and 
solid  of  the  successive  fiscal  contrivances  through 
which  our  financial  system  has  been  made  to  act,  I 
come  next  to  that  confident  resort  of  President 
Jackson — the  State  bank  deposite  system— for  the 
sake  of  whose  infinitely  steadier,  more  manageable, 
and  less  pervertible  mechanism,  the  flourishing 
finances  of  the  country  were  dismantled  and 
knocked  down  to  their  lowest  stone,  in  order  to  be 
rebuilt  upon  another  foundation  and  of  different 
materials. 

Of  that  experiment  the  memory  is  too  recent  for 
me  lo  have  need  to  say  much.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
the  system  was  recommended  by  President  Jack- 
son, and  adopted  by  the  party  which  sustained  his 
administration.  His  prophecies  of  its  entire  suc- 
cess were  too  remarkable  forme  to  omit  some  little 
citation  of  them. 

In  President  Jackson's  first  annual  message  after 
the  deposite-bank  system  had  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, he  spoke  as  follows: 

"The  ex|)erience  of  another  Tear  hat  confirmed  the  utter  fal- 
lacy of  the  idea  that  the  Barik  of  iheUoited  States  was  neceannr 
aa  a  fiscal  agent  for  the  Government.  Without  its  aid,  as  such 
—indeed,  in  despite  of  all  the  embarrassment  it  was  in  its  pow- 
er U)  create— the  revenue  haii  been  paid  with  imnctualiiy  by 
our  citisens;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and  di  mes* 
t'C  has  been  conducted  with  convenience;  and  Uie  circulating 
medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  the  use  of  the  State 
banlcB,  which  do  not  derive  their  charters  from  the  General 
Government,  and  are  not  controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  moneys  of  the  United  i^tatea  can  t>e  collected 
and  disbursed  without  loss  or  inconvenience,  and  that  all  the 
wants  of  the  community,  in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency, 
are  supplied  as  well  as  they  have  been  before.  '  If,  under  cir- 
cumstances the  moat  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  mo- 
ney martcetj  It  has  been  found  that  the  considerations  on  which 
the  Bank  or  the  United  States  nssted  its  claims  to  the  public  fa- 
vor were  imaginary  and  groundless,  it  cannot  l>e  doubted  that 
the  experience  of  the  future  will  t>e  more  decisive  against 
them. 

^*Ii  has  been  seen,  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  great  money- 
ed monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected,  and  conveniently 
and  safely  applied  to  all  the  purposesof  the  public  expenditure. 
It  is  alee  ascertained,  that,  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  Unchecked  paper  system,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which 
the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  Slates  have  already  commenced 
in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  irmall  bills;  and  whirh  has  only 
to  be  fbatered  by  proper  regulauons  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to 
secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  securi- 
ty of  the  currencv,  to  the  consiitutionaf  medium.  Severed 
from  the  Govemnfent  as  political  engines,  and  notsuncepiible 
of  dangerous  extension  ami  combination,  the  State  banks  will 
Dotbe  tempted,  nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  have 
seen  exercised,  to  divert  the  pu  lie  funds  from  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  I  he  Government.  The  collection  and  custody  of 
the  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit  to  them, 
will  increase  the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a  faith- 
ful execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying  the  scrutinies  to 
which  their  operations  and  accounts  will  be  subjected.  Thus 
dispfl^l,  as  well  from  interest  as  the  obligations  of  their  char- 
ters, it  cannot  tie  doubted  that  such  conditions  as  Congress  may 
see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  depositee  in  these  institutions, 
with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be 
cheerfully  complird  with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in 
place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  praaical  reform  in 
the  whole  paper  syitemofthe  country.  If.  by  this  policy,  we 
can  ultimately  witness  the  suppression  of  all  bank  bills  bebw 
twenty  dollars,  it.is  apparent  that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their 
place  and  l>ccome  the  principal  circulating  medium  in  ihe 
ommon  business  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country. 
The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history 
of  our  country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by  every 
true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It  will  lighten  the 
great  tax  which  our  paper  srstera  has  so  long  collected  from 
the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to  revive  and  perpetuate 
iboia  hab&ui  of  ecooomy  and  ahnplichy,  wbichare  so  congenial 


to  tie  cliaracier  of  republicans,  tbao  all  th«  legislatioD  which 
has  yet  been  anempied."— ilfesso^e  of  Dteembtr^  1836. 

Again,  in  his  annual  message  of  the  next  vetr, 
he  holds  the  same  confident  languhge,  as  follows: 

*' Experience  continues  to  realise  the  expecuuions  entertained 
asio  the  capacity  of  the  Stale  banks  io  perform  the  duties  of 
fiscal  agenib  for  the  Government.  At  the  lime  of  ttM  removal 
of  thti  (Tcr>osite8,  it  was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  thsi  ihit  Suue  banks,  whatever  might  be  the 
regulationsof  the  Treasury  Department,  could  not  make  the 
transfers  require<l  l>y  the  Government,  or  negotiate  the  dooiea- 
ticexchangeaof  the  country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that 
the  real  domestic  exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by 
the  Unitetl  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  were  at 
least  one-third  less  limn  those  of  the  deposite  banks  foi  an  equal 
period  of  time;  and  if  a  comnari«oii  be  Instituted  iMiween  the 
amounts  of  service'rendered  bv  these  institutions,  on  the  broad* 
er  basis  which  hast>een  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  In  estimating  what  they  consider  the  domestic  ex- 
changes transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  fovorable 
to  thedepotaiebanlcs." 

He  proceeds  to  state  the  large  amount  of  ex- 
changes which  the  State  banks  have  transacted, 
and  ine  laudabk  public  spirit  they  were  displaying 
in  bringing  specie  into  the  country;  and  then  win£ 
up  with  the  following  commendation  of  the  system 
and  its  high  success: 
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"|o  the  same  manner  frnve  nearly  all  the  pre<Uciion8  turned 
out'in  rrspect  te  the  effect  of  t^e  removal  of  the  deposites— a 
step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent  tlie  evils  which,  it 
WAS  foreseen,  -the  bank  itself  would  endeavor  to  create  in  a  final ' 
struggle  to  procure  a  renewal  of  its  cbajter.  It  may  be  thin, 
too,  in  some  degree,  with  the  further  steps  which  may  b '  talcen 
lo  prevent  the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper;  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Federal  and  SOite  au- 
thorities from  the  firm  and  vigorous  performance  of  their  du* 
lies  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  in  this  respect." 

Meaning  rather  to  recall  events,  by  touching  on 
them,  than  in  any  sort  to  recite  them,  I  will  only 
remind  the  Senate  with  what  fury,  upon  the  col- 
lapse of  this  system,  they  who  had  constructed  it, 
and  (for  their  own  political  ends)  stimulated  all  its 
vices,  fell  not  onhr  upon  the  contrivance  itself,  and 
the  particularly  favored  banks  that  made  a  part  of 
it,  but  upon  all  other  State  banks.  Till  now,  usihg 
these  institutions  as  their  auxiliaries  in  the  war 
upon  a  national  one,  they  bad  magnified  them  as 
the  sole  legitimate  and  constitutional  form  of  bank- 
ing and  of  finance,  the  only  creations  of  a  competent 
authority,  the  legal  ofispring  and  heirs  of  State 
sovereignty,  and  not  less  safe  in  a  commercial  or 
fiscal  sense  than  proper  in  a  corporate  one.  Up  to 
this  point,  national  banks  alone  were  hydras,  mon- 
sters, and  all  that;  while  State  banks  were  every- 
thing that  was  fair,  well-proportioned,  and  safe; 
nay,  invested,  as  to  the  Federal  power,  by  their  origin 
from  that  of  the  States,  with  an  emanation  of  some- 
thing which  the  former  merely  derivative  and  sec- 
ondary authority  must  not  lay  impious  hands  upon. 
Now, however,  in  the  progress  of^ this  Jacobin  and 
Jesuit  finance,  came  a  new  doctrine>-that,  because 
they  had  debauched  a  nart  of  the  State  banks,  all 
banks  were  illegal^  and  not  less  a  fraud  and  inimi- 
cal to  the  community  when  created  by  State,  than 
when  by  Federal  authority.  In  short,  the  very 
system  which  they  and  General  Jackson  had  bat 
a  few  months  before  exalted  as  so  safe,  so  practical, 
so  constitutional,  was  at  once  denounced  as  the 
most  grievous  of  curses,  and  the  most  wrongful  of 
monopolies. 

In  this  warfare  upon  the  deposite  banks  I  did  not 
join.  But  they  were,  as  everybody  knows,  speed- 
ily crushed;  and  there  was  an  end  of  system  the 
second. 

Of  the  third — that  of  the  sub-treasury— my  histo* 
ry  shall  not  be  long;  because  its  life  was  too  short 
tor  any  but  the  briefest  commemoration.  It  had, 
as  everybody  knows,  been  opposed  by  the  party  in  a 
mass  on  its  drst  introduction  m  the  other  House  by 
General  Gordon,  of  Virginia.  This,  however,  did 
not  hinder  its  being  taken  up  on  the  explosion  of  the 
former  plan  of  finance.  Still,  it  could  not  be  car- 
ried until  thrice  recommended  by  President  Van 
Buren,  with  the  endorsement  of  General  Jackson. 
Finally  it  passed;  but  only  went  into  operation  to 
show  how  hollow  it  was  of  all  that  it  was  pretended 
to  be;  how  illusive  as  to  all  its  promised  solidity; 
how  unreal,  except  in  the  dangerous  power  it  pos- 
sessed, and  the  irresponsibility,  the  corruption,  and 
the  peculation  to  which  it  gave  "scope.  In  a  word, 
it  lived  but  long  enough  to  draw  down  a  general 
mockery  and  odium. 

Such,  sir,  has  been  this  series  of  improvements 
in  currency  and  finance,  up  to  the  last,  yet  unacted 
on— the  exchequer  project  of  President  Tyler  or  hb 
Cabinet. 

When,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  this  plan 
was  p'aced  before  you,  much  discussion  arose  nere 
on  the  question  of  its  reference.  In  that  discussion 
I  took  no  part,  choosing  to  reserve  myself  for  ai\ 
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unbiased  ezamiiuuion  of  it  In  committee.  Tlie 
measarej  however,  in  its  original  form,  undef went 
ia  the  Senate  so  full  and  so  able  a  discussion,  that 
tfai)  views  of  Senators  were  disclosed  at  lan?e,  and 
the  objections  on  all  sides  tburou^ly  understood, 
before  the  reference  was  finally  settled.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  committee,  of  which  I  was  made  chairman, 
they  were  possessed  of  all  these  objections,  and  in  a 
eondiiioD  to  weigh,  and,  if  possible,  to  obviate  them 
all.  With  these  objections  specially  in  view,  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  had  been  framed  and 
amended,  and,  with  such  deliberation  and  solici- 
tude, as  led  the  committee  to  trust,  not  without 
some  confidence,  that  they  had  performed  their 
task  in  sncb  a  banner  as  to  steer  clear  of  what- 
ever defects  had  been  detected  in  the  original  forin 
of  the  measure. 

0  The  fii^t  class  of  objections  thus  taken  related  lo 
the  apprehended  influence  which  the  Executive 
might  exercise  over  the  institution,  chiefly  by  means 
of  his  power  over  itsf  officers  as  to  appointment  or 
removal.  Upron  this  power  we  have  placed  an  ef- 
fectual guard,  to  the  whole  ej^nt  thai  the  Constitu- 
tion permitfl.  We  could  not  divest  the  President  of 
the  right  to  nominate  the  three  superior  officers  of 
the  exchequer— the  commissioners  of  the  board; 
but  we  have  rendered  them,  after  confirmation  by 
the  Senate,  incapable  of  being  removed,  except  wiln 
the  concurrence  of  that  body.  He  ipay,  lor  physi- 
cal inability,  or  neglect,  or  violation  of  duty,  sus- 
pend a  commissioner*,  but,  unless  he  show  to  the 
Senate  sufficient  cause  for  the  act,  the  officer  js  re- 
stored. Such  is  the  entire  extent  of  the  executive 
control  over  the  board;  and  its  inferior  officers  or 
agents  are  dependent  on  itself,  since  they  can  be 
appointed  or  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  only  upon  its  recommendation.  It  is  easy 
to  see  that  the  entire  tenure  of  office  is  thus,  as  to  the 
PresidetU,  rendered  as  independent  as  possible  un- 
der the  Constitution.  The  executive  patronage  is 
limited  to  the  nomination  of  the  three  commission- 
ers, and  the  executive  control  or  interference  to  a 
temporary  ^uspei^^ion  of  the  same  officers  from  their 
functions,  for  specific  causes. 

The  second  class  of  objections  related  to  the 
power  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange;  of  which 
the  {purchase  was  considered'as  involving  an  ille- 
gitimate and  dangerous  mixture  of  the  credit  of 
tne  Government  with  the  solvency  or  faith  of  indi- 
viduals; as  likely  lo  be  used  for  party  or  personal 
corruption  or  favoritism;  and  as  very  capable  of 
leading  to  fictitious  dealings  in  exchange,  for 
fraudulent  purposes.  This  power,  then,  the  com- 
mittee struck  out,  as  dangerous,  not  only  for  these 
reasons,  but  because,  for  its  discreel  and  safe  exer- 
cise, three  things  are  almost  indispensable— indi- 
vidual interest,  individual  skill,  and  individual 
vigilance.  These  cannot  be  expected  to  act  in  a 
public  instittnion  as  they  do  in  those  affairs  which 
men  conduct  on  their  own  account;  and^he  former 
are,  therefore,  disqualified  from  the  transaction  of 
suck  business. 

For  all  legitimate  business  of  this  sort,  however, 
the  committee  have  sufficiently  provided  in  another 
'WAY,  preserving  its  benefits,  and  excluding  only  its 
risks.  They  have  authorized  the  exchequer  and 
its  agencies  to  sell  bills  of  exchange  on  itself,  and 
to  collect  them,  paying  their  amount  to  the  de- 
positor 6nly  when  collected  by  the  agency  at  the 
place  on  which  drawn. 

By  its  sale  of  bills,  it  will  accomplish  for  indi- 
viduals the  legitimate  operation  of  remitting  funds, 
and  withhold  iiseU  only  from  ihe  illegitimate  and 
tiangeroos  one  of  anticipating  them.  He  who 
wishes  to  do  this,  may  still  resort,  for  a  temporary 
discount,  to  a  local  bank,  whose  business  is  this  of 
anticipating  funds  at  a  distance.  Meantime,  he 
may  collect  those  funds  through  the  exchequer  or  • 
its  agencies. 

The  facilities  of  bu!«iness,  which  this  system  of 
selling  and  collecting  bills  of  exchange  will  give, 
will  promote  the  sounder  interests  of  the  country, 
not  less  than  would  the  power  to  purchase  ex- 
change; while,  at  the  same  time,  the  Government 
will  be  kept  safe  from  all  loss  or  hazard. 

The  third  class  of  objections  related  to  the  is^ue 
of  treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  Gbvernment; 
that  is,  its  adding  to  its  indirect  power  over  the 
monetary  circulation  of  ihe  country,  through  ihe 
management  of  its  revenues,  the  direct  power  of 
sa|tt>lying  a  currency. 

As  to  any  issue,  by  the  exchequer,  of  any  cur- 
rency, 58  such  merely— any  credit  currency — I 
tove  been  unable  to  discover  any  mot^vei  for  socb 


a  thing  except  two:  1st,  in  order  to  anticipate  the  ^^ 
revenues  of  the  Government;  2d,  lo  aid  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  by  an  addition  to  its  cirea- 
lating  medium.  But  of  the  firH  of  these,  the  com^ 
mittee  hold  that  it  is  wrong  in  principle.  Its  tei^ 
dency  would  be  to  bring  about  excessive  issues, 
and  to  induce  a  resort  to  these  mere  expedients, 
rather  than  to  a  discharge  of  its  less  popular  duty 
of-  levying  adequate  supplies.  It  will  be  dispens- 
ing Willi  the  most  salutary  and  certain  of  all 
checks  upon  the  Government — its  inability  to  raise 
money  without  the  conseru  of  the  people  through 
their  Representatives.  In  any  unusual  emergen- 
cy, where  the  means  in  the  treasury  unejBpectedly 
fell  short,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  authority  cm 
Congress  for  the  issup  of  treasury  notes^  bearing 
interest  as  a  loan,  but  not  sent  out  as  a  currency. 
So  much  for  the  first  point. .  As  to  the  second, 
the  committee  regard  ihe  purpose  as  {liir  the 
reasons  already  given)  unwarrantable,  and  its  at- 
tainment as  of  most  quesiioi^ble  posnibjlity.  if 
the  existing  currency  were  far  below  the  business 
wants  of  the  community,  then  much  of  it,  as  now, 
would  stand  upon  a  more  solid  basis  thaft.  any 
mere  credit  circulation,  although  emitted  by  the 
Government  itself;  so  that  the  latter  wouldneces- 
sarily  be  an  addiUon  to  the  depreciated  cntteDcy, 
an  equal  part  of  which  it  would  be  almost  certain 
to  difiplace  and  drive  out  of  the  circulation,  by 
reducing  its- value  still  lower;  and  thus  no  per- 
manent addition  to  the  circulation  could  be  made 
in  this  way.  A  fresh  disorder  only,  and  a  further 
depreciation,  would  be  produced. 

With  the  mere  fluctuations  of  the  medium  of  ex- 
change, Government  cannot  safely  interfere.  These 
ronst  be  left  to  regulate  themselves,  through  the 
agency  of  individual  sagacity,  keeping  watch  over 
its  pwn  interests.  To  be  safe,  it  must  be  left  to 
its  own  Voluntary  power  of  expansion,  as  little 
capable  of  being  directed,  and  as  ouick  and  subtle 
to  manage  itself,  as  the  power  of  the  eye  to  dilate 
or  contract,  according  to  the  quantity  of  light 
which  you  pour  upon  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  have  discarded  from 
the  bill  everything  like  a  proposition  for  a  credit 
circulation.  They  contemplate  no  addition  to  the 
currency.  The  business  of  discounts  they  leave  to 
the  local  institutions,  as  proper  only  to  them;  and, 
as  according  to  the  ease  with  which  these  can 
be  obtained  will  be  the  varying  quantity  of  money 
which  will  be  poured  into  the  circulation  or  driven 
back  from  it,  expansion  end  contraction  will  be 
left  to  the  instinctive  care  of  private  interest.  The 
committee,  in  a  word,  have  not  aimed  to  devise  a 
system  "which  shall  furnish  a  complete  currency; 
'but  only  at  one  which  shall  infuse  into  that  whicn 
we  already  possess  a  new  element  of  soundness, 
and  resorts  of  convenience  which  it  cannot  now 
command. 

They  propose,  then,  that  the  bills  issued  shall 
only  be  tor  specie  deposited,  dollar  for  dollar;  the 
amount  of  such  paper  in  circulation  being  rlever 
permitted,  in  any  case,  to  exceed  the  specie  on  hand 
for  its  redemption.  The  bills  thus  issued  are 
called  specie  notes,  in  contradistinction  to  treasury 
notes  emitted  on  the  credit  of  ihe  Government  only, 
either  as  a  currency  or  for  the  purpose  of  borrow- 
ing. 

'These  specie  notes,  issued. to  the  public  creditor 
in  disbursement  out  ot  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
revenue,  or  to  individuals  upon  deposites  in  spe- 
cie, will  form  a  currency  of  the  most  perfect  charac- 
ter, combining  the  convenience  of  paper  with  the 
solidity  of  coin;  so  that  they  will  be  everywhere  pre- 
ferred to  the  latter.  They  will  neither  increase 
nor  diminish  the  currency,  but  merely  give  it  a  new 
activity  and  a  wider  uniformity;  so  that  the  unaug- 
mented  quantity  will  perform  a  much  greater  of- 
fice. They  can  produce  no  expansion  or  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  no  inflation,  no  rise  or  fall  of 
prices,  no  expulsion  of  coin  from  the  circulation, 
such  as  attends  other  emissions,  of  paper. 

It  may,  however,  be  urged,  that  a  circulation 
thus  formed  can  afford  no  relief,  or,  at  best,  a  very 
slight  one.  I  answer,  that  the  capacity  of  such  a 
currency  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  amount,  but 
by  the  peculiar  funciions  (now  attainable  in  no 
other  way)  which  it  will  perform. 

Uniformity  of  value  in  the  currency  is  now  the 
greatest  benefit  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  com- 
merce. In  showing,  as  I  have  already  done,  that 
the  Government  cannot  safely  issue  a  credit  cur- 
rency, I  have  sufficiently  shown  that  we  cannot 
aim  at  supplying,  integrally,  the  whole  amount  of 
i  currency,  uniiotinly  niilaabie,  wbicii  the  country 


reqnire^  and  tfaat^  ejMe^  lipafitUspiinoCi 
mitfaijif  10  the  ckcnlation,  wm  shovldtflB' 
instead  of  iBCieasmg,  this  quaMty  In  dK  i 
The  partial  but^portant  food  to.  wUcfa. 
then'  restriei  ouiscives^  is  vke  happljiog,  m^* 
lation  in  the  maas-rfor  that,  ike  .rvkmAf 
ated  paper  of  each  quarter  already  Mttanm^bma. 
new  and.  vaiwcsaliy  current >  ciffcolAtMin*  *iwcfc 
jnay  pass  alike  from  spfaeie  to  spbere^  ^an&  imm 
vortex  to  voctez  of  these  looal  ctrnnlatie— ^  eaok 
limited  to  its  own  locality,  and-  ittite  ^ihcHft  «1L  li 
is  not  as  to  this  local  purpose  oEa'tkrcnhtttian^M 
we  areisuff'ering,  butilMr  something  :fibet'  tian  yn^ 
form  the diaumt  offices ioflBtercbanfs^  8a*h  ■■■ 
the  pcopo8«d  currency  beooflae,  entering^ -bat  tttHf 
into  nny  local  circulfttion,  but  making  itoetf  tbe  «» 
hiole  of  distant  Iiafi8utions,i'rotir9k«f«  tuspiicffe 
ot  the  local  circulatiensf  to  wfaAob,  of  covrae,  ia 
amoonK  it  need,  bear  but  a:  very  samU  ptoper- 
tfon.  But)  as  to  the  ameont  of  the  Go««iBnMDi  do- 
bursements^  or  something  like  it^-^^say  ewnTy  or 
twenty  five  miUiras  of  dollars*^may)be  added  tke 
equivalents  to  individual  deposites  of  speeiet  aad 
the  sale  nnd  colleotion  of  bills  of  ezchaiue^ii  vd 
be  seen  diet  an  amonnt  of  spede-Boles  -mk  -pvotanr 
bly  be  kept  afloat  qniis  eqosd  to  Yery  iwpiiify 
purposes.  Emigration,  travel,  and  the  depwieef 
cola  and  silver  by  foreigners  sedcing  lo  p»rch» 
landB^  would  also  add  considerably  eo  tbe  ~^      ^ 

Let  it,  in  this  view,  be  rccolleded  that  ^ 
age  circulation  of  the  United SutesB 
ten  millions  of  dollars;  and»  tmtil  18  , 
six  millions;  and  that  its  specie  waaiisaoUy 
to  its  circulation .  This  excbeqoer;  ereMiug  a. 
greater  confidence,  and  commsndin^ntoatitfao} 
could  surely  perform  the  same  geoertfl  iqattv 
.  admiited  tobave  been  so  beneftee»t-*ss  tbotfcoik 
could  accomplish  with  only  the  amoaot  <rf-cireQlft> 
tion  which  I  have  mentioned. 

I  doubt  noi  that,  besides  all  these  advant^es  lo 
trade,  it  must  act,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  eipt- 
cially  by  bringing  about  speedy  and  sin^nlor  settle- 
ments, to  keep  the  banking  institutions  of  tbe  con- 
try  generally  sound.  Nor  can  it  well  fat!  to  restore 
to  the  circulation  a  large  amount  of  specie  vbiefc 
indrviduai  distrust  of  banks  has  nnqneatMOiUy 
withdrawn  and  hoarded.  Though  it  Hn^  jiot(« 
I  have  said)  efifect  all  that  the..times  have  Heed  «C 
but  na  longer  permit,  it  must  cleikly  aocanpiisk 
much.  £s  to  any  defects  which  it  naay  hanfv:,  iktj 
can,  I  think,  be  none  of  ihem  of  a  sort  so  cafHaA 
but  that  we  shall  *be  able  to  correct  tbem  as  itey 
make  themselves  felt. 

From  what  has  been  said,  the  prii>ciplcs  of  ibe 
bill  are  sufficiently  obvious.  As  to  the  efi^t  on  tbe 
currency  and  the  exchanges,  I  cannot  so  weH  ««c  It 
forth  as  by  quoting  the  views  on  that  subject  whieb 
were  embodied  in  my  report.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: 


The  committee,  on  this  whole  subject,  have  cooauhed  i 
of  ibe  ablest,  most  practical,  and  f  xpenenc«d  inea;  aod  ctefr 
own  Tiewa  are  fully  confirmed  hj  Uie  InforflMCioii  derived  frafli 
such  high. sourcea.  lltey  cannot  In  any  w«y  ao  veil  iUosBaia 
this  branch  of  it,  and  Its  beneficial  cffecta  on  Um  amuid  taal 
banks,  tefreiher  with  other  advantage,  as  by  brklly  enbMT- 
ins  the  following  vh  ws  which  have  that  been  communicand 
to  them: 

**A  bill  drawn  by  one  agency  on  aoocher,  inany  nmtu  part 
of  (he  United  States,  wlH  be  as  good  as  specie  wkhki  iba  C8»> 
mercial  aphere  of  (be  emporium  where  the  agency  la  toeatod  ac 
which  payment  is  U)  Im  made,  and  may  generally  benegotklcd 
abore  par  by  any  hohler  wiihm  that  aphere,  and  at  a  rate  ta 
aome  mcaaare  proitoriloned  to  hie  distance  from  kacowiwisirial 
centre.  If,  for  ins(ance,  a  merchant  In  CinclDoad  wiabas  te  i»> 
mit  money  to  ainiabulacturpr  tn  Connecticiit,  a  biildiava  by 
the  agency  in  Cincinnati,  where  the  depoalte  ia  made,  oe  tbe 
agency  in  New  Torlr,  would  be  worth  ene-balf  per  ecot.  iB«ra 
than  specifeio  the  payee. 

^Exchanges  through  the  agencies  will  meat  all  the  extesadai 
of  the  markets.  It  notunfrfqiiently  happene  that  NewOrlaiai 
ia  Indeblcd  to  Ohio  for  agricultural  product*;  Ohio  lo  ?(•• 
York  (or  manufnctured  goods,  domestic  or  imported;  ai^  Ns« 
York  (o  New  Orleans  for  cotton.  Eferj  wa^Hnfanned  ner 
chant  in  ihoee  oereral  seciiona  will  be  advised  <tf  tbe  atats  of  ite 
markets.  A  New  Orleans  merchant  wishes  to  remit  ts  Ohir; 
be  deposites  his  specie  in  (be  agency  at  New  Ortrana.  and  m 
the  same  office  (o  accept  his  own  bill  of  ezrbanfa  fbt  tl W 
payable  to  the  order  of  hia  Ohio  corraMKMidtiH,  and  traaswSi 
It  uccordingly.  This  will  beaborepar  in  tbe  Ohio  market,  be- 
cause it  is  a  good  remittince  for  NewToik,  where  kflliM 
New  Orleans  command  a  premium.  It  is  bouifbt  byan  OMt 
merchant,  who  remif^  it  (o  New  York  in  payaieat  forfeedit 
and  from  New  York  it  is  sent  (o  New  Orleana,  la  pay  (er  cot* 
ton.  IIiHin  its  arrival,  it  is  urcsenled  to  the  agency  wboik 
was  accepted,  and  the  specie  is  rea<ly  for  its  redempnoa.  Tkt 
holder,  however,  not  willing  lo  be  mirdeaed  with  tbe  sfscM, 
will  generally  prefier  the  rpecleootea  of  (ha  agency.  Tkm 
this  Sl,000  in  specif  afUr  payinr  a  small  premiaia  at  ifti 
'agency,  will  have  paid  more  than  itaamoont  in  two  rH^e(•8M^ 
iKis,  spnt  a  safe  and  convenient  currency  of  tl.OOD  inVf  tfcs 
chanitals  af  commeri'e,  and  ia  adll  at  veiiauaialnlag  ijis  liisagi 

of  rirculfttioo.  .  ,•«       * 

"The  uaa  of  billa  of  exchaage  will  not  bagujUMwriia  ky  tat 

•pecteboMt  of  tbs  axchMjuaf.   Tbt  foiwitnfm  Wi^iwn 
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lite  British  Treaty— Mr.  Rivet. 


Senate. 


HifitxtA,  ^  wert  BXtensilMlT  used  under'  the  Vfib  natiod&l 
todb  frtieo  (beir> paper,  In  to^iml  erbdHt  Had  *«»rr  fedTonlatfe 
liileb  ibli  vUt  >>ohmi,  of  bqing  lotiie  tncU  a  sutwitBte; .  Tbit 
MDof  fsoro  ezparieoot  is  conducive.    One  ground  of  rHrarer* 
ince.  whicli  bu  always  been  appreciated  here  an«J  in  Europe, 
I,  that  bills  of  exchange  are  mole  Mfe  than  baolr  d  tee,^ 
ftey  dffte  ao-t^mputton  tonbbeff  or  fmb«zi<eD«en|;  attd^  aa 
•«iaal 01^  be aeoji uftha aame tenor amj da^  by  diflrreni  coo- 
rAvanooa,  (in  wbjch  caae,  no  luas.  will  be  sustained  Uany  one 
irtivesin  safety,)  the  risk  niay  eastly  bo  reduced  alnjosi  loan 
inpoMtbtlity.   The  perfsci  churactei  of  theee  bille  of  exchange, 
iDdtdwir.aadonbted  credk,  wJ'.l  gcOitnUty  «iTBih«n  a  pntet- 
tos  over  otbew.    Tbey  wiltoeTdr  be  proweted  for  waniol 
n^  aijby  ofiSca  where  ihey  are  payable.    No  cmbarrasa- 
b^nt  <ian  rfesnlt  from  the  neceseiiy  of  transmlning  specie  from 
tBtee  to  Offico.    The  occaMDMare  very  rare  (and,  if  this  eye* 
Mivwa  iq  operation,  iWouU  beatiH  tiiercTafe)  in  i»hir.h  »p» 
ifl  'n«e4a  to  09  c«aiove<l;  as  for.almoet  every  purpose  g90<1 
>4pfr.i8  preferred.    The  papo*  ^  ont  olflce  would  generally 
«  as  good  aa  specie  in  moiM  others.    If  a  deposite  were  roati^ 
tftiaw  Verkito  oneetardnftonlha'nlRcainNew  Orleioa,  this 
iffBF.a^t^itaidi)  pieler  the  New  York  paper  to  coin,  in  the 
VhunoQ  state  of  axchang es.    When  the  system  has  been  some 
rise  in  operation,  specie  will  bare  found  ttn  proper  places  o(  te- 
Mwe,  shd  movementtof  it  would  seldom  be  required.    Should 
It  appnitenalon  be  eniaruiiiffid  thai  the  TeUrement  of  specie 
m}^^  aganctea  vtxild  euibarrase  theban^Si  itwili  bedisai* 
Miod.by  a  little  reflection  upon  the  operaiiODS  alreeily  d^* 
cfribed.   Thoee  efUcera  are  buund  to  deliver,  at  the  time  of  de- 
mslie,  lAn  amouat  in  paper  equal  M  the  amount  received  in 
fistiia.  Tbatpapac  wia  lata  the  plaeedf  the  spetla  which  it  refy 
ai^Dts^  and  -the  aama  portion  of  it  will  be  depoaiird  by  me^ 
:kants  and  others  who  Keep  their  accounts^in  banking  jnstitu- 
iQns  as  of  .the  specie  for  which  it  is  a  substitute,    as  it  wilt 
•  anilM  drid  eooveoiaix  eircUlationt  It  wlU  mlnglaiAiore  with 
ba^papar  ofhanlMof  aou^craditFiD  common  eomaaefcialiope- 
adof^  ahd  coDaequently  ba  more  frequently  used  in  naicuig 
Aymenta  upon  discounted  notes  and  other  indebtedness  to 
Bon^yedlnstitulioits,  than  specie  now  is.    Wl>en  pO'^aesaitd  by 
ibaAk,  ttiMkaaUiba  value  of  apeefia.    If  meana  are. wanted  for 
Kdpvoaita  in  a«  aflM<9»  V#i» paper  wUI  be  t%ceivftd  of  a  ^nlc, 
iwmat  purpoeet  aa  readily  aa spedoi    Bhovtd  eold  and  silver 
wm^mA  av  exportation^  or  any  other  extraordinary  demand, 
iM  bank  whkh  iw.—aiea  thia  paper  hat  the  certafa  mean«of 
nav^ng  iliac  pkaaura,  Mt»4he  article  tequirad.  £very  biU  of 
ophangf  payable  w  thase  olBoes  iwiH,  t  iu  matoriiy,  reatore 
ocitculation,  eiilber  in  f=pecie  or  this  sound  pap»r,  ibe  amount 
iepoaited  for  ita  procurement.    Indeed,  It  iaaifnciilrtoro«ter 
I  dotobt  ttkat,  io  regard  to  the  meane  of  redeeming  their  owrt 
imiasiws,  tha^maks  wril  pesaeaa  mora  ample  caeancces  than  at 
)reaeal»     U  ia  true,  that  tha  chamois  of  commerce  will  be 
)artiaVy  filled  vriin  a  medium  of  aound  dnd  imperishable  credit, 
vhich  win  stand 'the  shock  of  every  possible  vicissitude,  except 
ha  aubversionof  ilia  Qovamment.    But  this  will  promote  the 
iicangthofthe  banking  instituiiooa  do  leaalban  the  stability  of 
becurrancjr. 

**Fi«m  the  eaublishoient  of  a  nattoaal  corporation  with  a 
argaapeaa  capital,  the  banks  were  apprehensiva  of  qustain- 
bg^ injury  by  the  great  and  sudden  whhdrawment  of  the  pre- 
iaqa  metale-from  their  poessssion.  But  the  agencies  can  pro- 
Iter  ho  auch  embafrasamentf  for  their  progreaa  win  be  too 
^ttalu)  caoaeamr  convulsion;  and  the  imraediata  restora- 
ibo  to  the  market  oia  medium  uf  equal  amount  and  value  with 
hat  which  la  withdrawn,  will  enable  those  instituiiona  at  any 
ime  to  command  the  apecie  which  they  require.  As  a  Just 
)fHaid^ba  paid  for  exchangee,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  ex> 
laaaea  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  exchequer  and  its 
igaociea  will  be  defrayed  from  that  source,  and  probably  a 
nuch  larger  sum  may  be  realaed.  The  losves  of  the  currency 
»«  ^e,  ahiplkreck,  and  other  caaualites,  as  shown  in  the  erpe* 
Jfinob  of  baeks,  would  not  be  an  inconaiderable  itetn  of  gain, 
laaaali  premium  (say  a  half  or  quarter  of  one  per  cent.)  might 
eaaon^ly  be  exacted  of  depoaiiors,  if  hereafter  deemed  necea- 
ary,  upon  iKitea  issued  in  exchange  for  9[)ecie.  While  this  sj^s* 
tn  wiN  faroishthe  desired  means  for  tha  collecting,  safekeep- 

K,afiddisburaameniof  the  public  revenue,  and  a' I  therequi- 
I  facilidesTor  exchanges  between' different  sections  of  the 
ountry,  aa  vrell  as  create  a  sound  and  convenient  currency,  it  is 
tempt  fh»ro  the  objectionable  featurcis  of  other  modes  of  eflbct 
ng,  in  part  or  in  vhole,  the  same  objecta  heretofore  presented 
or  cooaideratlon.  It  anthorixes  no  banks  or  other  corporations, 
IO  discounts,  no  lending  on  credit  in  any  form  whatever,  no  ex* 
laosion  of  the  currency  by  public  drafts  ot  otherwise,  no  paper 
Honey  raating  «»n  ihecredu  of  the  Government,  and  depending 
D  accruing  revenues  for  redemption.  It  confers  no  extent  of 
xecotive  patronage  or  influence.  No  officer  can  be  either  ap« 
lointed  or  lemoved  by  the  Preaident,  witlviut  the  concurrence 
i  the  aanata,  and  only  for  certain  specified  cauaes.  It  confers 
10 discretionary  powois  by  which  partialities  mav  be  indulged 
n  behalf  of  a  persoiuil  or  polhical  favorite.  Whoever  pre- 
enta  hia  specie  notes,  or  bills  of  pxchangt%  at  maturity,  ie  en* 
itlad  lo  hie  specie;  and  whoever  preaents  hio  specie,  is  entitled 
0  the  paper  which  he  selects.  The  rightaof  evaiy  applicant 
je  defined  by  law,  and  bis  transactions  at  the  agency  are  of  the 
impleat  character.  The  lawe  of  trade,  and  not  any  superin- 
ending  board  or  pubtie  agent,  decide  the  amount  or  depositee, 
Alia  or  exchange,  and  paper  corrancy .  The  wanta  and  means 
•f  individuals  composins  the  commuaity  will  beat  regulate  the 
troportiona  of  paper  ann  epecie,  in  the  absence  of  all  artificial 
eatraint  and  aupervision  of  the  Govemmenf 

Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  President,  adopt  this  meaa- 
ire  with  the  modifications  1  have  proposed;  or 
ihall  we,  in  spite  of  the  cries  which  appeal  to  us 
m  all  sides — the  terrible  and  wide  spread  distress 
hat  reigns  over  the  whole  country — the  alarming 
wralvsis  of  all  industry  and  trade— the  frightful 
;acrinceS  of  properly  ihat  are  happening  every- 
pdiere,  and  all  the  appalling  diflBculties  that  have 
Yozeu  up  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the  country 
a  its  very  heart,  calmly  sit  down,  dismiss  all 
hought  of  attempting  a  remedy,  shut  our  eyes,  stop 
mc  ears,  and  determine  to  do  nothing?  Do  noih- 
■ng,  did  1  say?  Do  nothing,  whilst  the  country  is 
3lcedingat  every  pore  fbr  want  of  action  herd  Do 
loihing,  whifel  otir  commerce  is  languishing,  our 


our  agricultural  products  rotting  on  our  hands  for 
want  of  a  market!  Do  nothing,  whilst  an  agoniz- 
ing and  dii^tracted  people  are  looking  to  us  for  re- 
lieT!  Do  nothing,  whilst  the  cries  of  helpless  wo- 
men and  children,  with  starvation  before  them,  ar^ 
borne  to  us  on  every  breeze  I  Do  nothing,  because 
the  time  has  gone  by  for  the  adoption  of  one  favor- 
rite  measure,  and  because  the  lime  has  not  arrived 
for  the  adoption  of  another!  Do  nothing— yes^Mr. 
President,  do  nothing,  whilst  the  country  is  sacri- 
ficed between  the  conflicting  interests  of  contending 
parlies!  Sir,  I  need  add  no  more.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a 
seat  in  this  body,  1  have  endeavored,  faithfully,  fear- 
lessly, and  conscientiously,  to  discharge  my  dut3r, 
without  regard  lb  consequences,  personal  or  politi- 
cal. I  shall  continue  so  to  discharge  it;  and,  with- 
out  intending  the  remotest  reflection  on  the  motives 
and  conduct  of  others,  I  ^hall  always  feel  a  proud 
consciousness,  in  the  introduction  oithis  bill,  and 
in  advocating  its  passage,  of  having  done  nSy  duty 
to  myself,  tomy  constituents,  and  to  the  country. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  RIVES, 

OF  VIRGINIA. 
In  SenaU  of  ike  United  SUUes,  March  2rf,  1843-  On. 
the  bill  for  carrying  into  eflect  the  treaty  with 
Qjeai  Britain^ 

The  bill  for  carrying  into  €tfect  ihc  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Al- 
len of  Ohio  moved  to:  amend  the  sixth  section  of  the 
bill,  which  "empowen^  the  President,  in  execution 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  to  apply  so  much 
of  the  naval  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary 
there  tor,  to  the  preparation,  equipment,  and  main- 
teiBaQoe  of  the  naval  force  therein  stipulated  to  be 
employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  United 
Stales,"  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  ihe  sum  so  ap- 
plied shan  not  exceed  8240,000.  The  question  be- 
ing upon  Mr.  Aia»ij*s  amendment — 

Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  said,  that  if  ihe  trea'y  be 
executed  at  all,  it  ought  not  to  be  executed  by  halves. 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  full,  exact,  and  faitnful  com- 
pliance with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  on  our 
part,  till  there  had  been  some  overt  act  of  contra- 
vention to  it  on  ibe  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
he  had  seen  no  sufficient  reason  to  apprehend.  It 
is  in  this  way  only  that  the  national  faith  and  honor 
can  be  preserved  intact,  and  that  the  other  party 
will  be  left  without  excuse,  if  there  should  be  any 
disposition  on  its  part  not  to  act  fully  up  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  arrangement.  The 
sum  limited  by  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allbm,)  was  obvious- 
ly, and  even  glaringly,  inadequate  to  the  support 
of  a  squadron  of  eighty  ffuns,  with  its  proper 
complement  of  men  and  officers,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  and  considering  it,  therefore,  equivalent  to 
a  negative  on  the  full  execution  of  the  treaty,  he 
should  unhesitatingly  vote  against  it 

Nor  (said  Mr.  Rives)  can  I  concur  in  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  honorable  colleague,  fMr.  Archer,]  that 
the  whole  of  the  sixth  section -of  the  bill  might, 
without  impropriety,  be  stricken  out.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  see  in  it,  with  pleasure,  a  seasonable  recog- 
nition of  the  doctrine  successfully  maintained, alter 
ari  arduous  conflict,  by  the  Republican  party  on 
two  memorable  occasions— Jay*s  treaty  m  1795, 
and  the  commercial  convention  with  Great  Brit- 
ain in  1815— a  doctrine  which  1  believe  to  em- 
body the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and 
which  establishes  the  principle,  that,  in  regard 
to  all  matters  submitted  by  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution  to  the  action  of  Congress,  (as  in  this 
instance;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
naval  lorce^J  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  must 
depend  for  their  execution  on  the  free  and  re- 
sponsible co-operation  of  the  legislative  department. 
This,  too,  is  m  conformity  to  the  British  practice. 
On  a  recent  and  analogous  occasion  in  that  coun- 
try, the  slave-trade  conventions  of  1831  and  1833 
with  France,  after  having  been  duly  ratified  by  the 
treaty-making  power,  were  formally  enacted  into 
law,  word  fbr  word,  by  tkeautkoriiy  of-Parliament^ 
and  clothed  with  all  the  specialities  of  a  British 
statute.  Sorely,  in  our  popular  representative  sys- 
tem, there  ought  not  to  be  less  a  constitutional- bal- 
ance and  control,  in  the  hands  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment, to  the  treaty-making  power. 

The  principle  recognised  by  the  sixth  section  of 
this  bill  acquires  an  additional  hold  upon  our  atlen- 
tion,ii^  the  present  instance,  from  the  coAsideralio^ 
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any  serious  practical  disagreement  between  the  two 
Governments  respecting  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  arrangement  which  has  been  entered 
into,  it  may  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Congress  to 
interpose  its  high  remedial  powers,  as  it  did  in  the 
memorable  example  of  1798,  in  our  relations  with 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  stipula- 
tions which  have  not  been  reciprocally  observed  by 
the  other  contracting  party,  in  their  true  spirit,  and 
fair  and  obvious  import. 

I  repeat,  Mr.  President,  that  1  do  not,  and  will 
not,  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  any  such  disagree- 
ment, until  much  more  substantial  grounds  for  the 
apprehentiion  than  any  which  have  yet  appeared 
shall  disclose  themselves.  When  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
in  the  speech  which  was  commented  upon  h^re  a 
few  days  ago,  says  that  the  British  Government,  by 
the  treaty  uf  Washington,  had  rtot  abandoned  or 
renounced  ihe  dodriiie  of  the  right  of  visilaiion^ 
as  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's  letters,  I  oaa 
readily  comprehend  the  declaration.  It  was  not  the 
purpose  of  that  arrangement  to  adjust  a  creed,  or 
establish  a  code  of  ahitract  principles.  No  abandon- 
ment or  renunciation  was  asked  irom  Great  Britain 
of  any  doctrine  or  principle  she  maintained  in  re* 
gard  to  the  alleged  right  of  visii|tion.  it  was  suffi- 
cient that  we  wholly  denied  m  existence  of  any 
such  right;  and  that  we  had,  in  the  most  solemn 
form,  through  the  highest  organ  of  our  interna* 
tional  relations,  proclaimed  that  denial  to  England 
and  the  world.  The  rights  we  claimed  were  lo  be 
held,  not  by  the  concession  or  acknowledgment  of 
any  other  power,  but  by  our  own  confidence  in 
their  justice,  and  by  our  determination  to  maintain 

them.  .  * 

But   there   were  practical   evils   admitted   by 
both   Governments,   which   required   a  practical 
remedy.     The   flag   of  the    United   States   had 
been   extensively  abused   on   the   coast  of  Afri^ 
ca,  by   the   slave-dealers  of   nations  which   had 
granted  to  Great    Britain    the   right   of  search 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  to  cover  the 
iniquitous  traffic  in  which  they  wve  engaged.   The 
cruisers  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  execution  of  this 
right  of  search,  conceded  to  them  by  certain  pow- 
ers of  Europe  and  America,  and  pursuing  what 
they  alleged  to  believe  were,  in  reality,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  or  Brazilian  vessels,  which  sought  to 
disguise  themselves  by  fraudulently  hoisting  the 
flag  of  the  United  Slates,  had,  in  many  instances, 
visited  and  detained  bona  fide  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  subjected  them  to  inierrnp- 
lions,  more  or  less  injurioup,  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  voyages.*  Thi»se  interruptions  and  detentions 
of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  became  {[as,  of 
right,  they  ought  to  have  become)  the  subject  of 
spirited  remonstrance  and  demand  for  redress  upon 
the  British  Government;  and  were  engendering  a 
serious  degree  of  irritation  and  dissatisfaction  in 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries.    The  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  constantly  alleged,  in  exten- 
uation or  excuse  |£  these  cases— which  were,  from 
lime  to  time,  bmught  to  its  notice— the  fact  fad- 
miiied  by  our  minister)  that  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  had  been/'grossly  abused"  by  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  to  cover  their  criminal  andnnlawful 
pursuits.    They  further  declared  (what,  indeed,  It 
was  difficult  to  gainsay)  that,  unless  effectual  meas- 
ures of  some  sort  were  taken  to  prevent  this  abuse, 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  would  become  the 
shelter  under  which  the  malefactors  of  all  nations 
would  prosecute,  with   impunity,  a  traffic  which 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  were  the  first  lo  d^ 
nounce  as  infamous,  and  to  pursue  with  the  sever- 
est penalties. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  felt  that, 
whatever  measures  were  necessary  to  protect  the 
national  flag  from  abuse,  either  by  our  own  citizens 
or  by  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  the  adoption 
and  the  execution  of  those  measures  belonged  to 
the  United  States  themselves.  It  was  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  which  they  had  invariably  held 
in  r'egara  to  the  mutual  independence  and  equality 
of  all  nations  on  the  ocean,  as  well  as  with  their 
own  jealous  sense  of  national  dignity,  to  confide 
the  supervision  of  their  flag,  in  any  case,  to  the 
cruisers  of  another  power.  To  remove  from 
themselves,  therefore,  all  possible  reproach  of  even 
a  negative  connivance  at  the  abuse  of  their  flag 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  take  away  from  British  cruisers  all  pretext 
for  interference  with  the  American  flag  on  the 
ground  of  such  suspected  abuse,— while  they  gave 
to  the  world  the  most  unequivocal  pledge  of  their 
«  sincerity,  and  determination  to  aid  in  all  proper 
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measures  for  the  final  extinclion  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  the  United  States  proposed,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  British  Government,  the  employ- 
ment by  the  two  countries  of  ^Hndepiendent"  squad- 
rons, of  "sufficient  and  adequate"  force,  to  cruise 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  "to  enforce,  separately 
atid  respectively f  the  laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of 
each  of  the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade."  The  distinctive  and  avowed,  princi- 
ple of  the  arrangement,  on  its  face,  was  the  sepa- 
rale  and  independent  action  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  two  countries;  and  was  obviously  intended 
to  supersede,  in  practice,  so  far  as  its  operation  ex- 
tended, any  visitation  of  the  flag  of  the  one  power 
by  the  cruisers  of  the  other. 

That  the  legitimate  and  bona  fide  effect  of  the 
arrangement,  within  the  sphere  and  for  the  time 
of  lis  operation,  is  to  put  an  end,  in  fact,  to  those 
visitations  and  detentions  of  the  American  flag 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint  and  discussion  between  the  two 
Gtovernments,  whatever  arguments  or  pretensions 
raay  still  be  urged  by  the  British  Government  on 
the  abstract  question  of  the  alleged  right  in  gene- 
ral, is  placed  beyond  all  controversy  by  a  recur- 
rence to. the  correspondence  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ffo  Gk)vernments  in  London, 
which  preceded  th?negotiation,  and  furnishes  the 
(rue  key  to  the  interpretation  of  this  arrangement. 
It  was,  as  I  have  alreadv  stated,  the  extensive  and 
admitted  afmse  of  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales  by 
the  vessels  of  other  nations,  which  sought,  by 
fraudulently  assuming  it,  to  protect  the  guilty 
trafiic  in  which  they  were  engaged  from  detec- 
tion and  arrest,  that  the  British  Government  con- 
stantly put  forward  to  excuse  or  justify  the  visita- 
tion of  American  vessels  by  their  cruisers.  Lord 
Aberdeen,  in  his  letter  of  I3ib  October,  1841,  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  says: 

"  The  confession  of  Mr.  Stevenson^  that  the  trade 
is  extensively  carried  on  under  the  fraudulent  use 
of  the  American  flag,  does,  in  truth,  justify  the 
whole  claim  put  forward  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  constittftes  that  reasonable  ground  of  sus- 
picion which  the  law  of  nations  requires  in  such 
a  case.  The  admitted  fact  of  this  abuse  creates  the 
right  of  inquiry." 

Now,  when  effectual  measures  have  been  taken 
by  the  United  States  to  prevent  this  abuse  of  their 
flag,  by  the  employment  of  an  adequate  squadron 
of  their  naval  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
purpose — measures  which  have  received  the  solemn 
and  deliberate  concurrence  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, with  an  express  recognition  of  their  "suffi- 
ciency" by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  af^er  "con- 
sultation wiih  the  British  negotiator"  (a§  the  Presi- 
dent informs  us  in  his  late  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives)  "as  to  the  quantum  of  force  ne- 
cessary to  be  employed  in  order  to  obtain  the  ob- 
ject in  view" — such  measures,  the  "adequacy  and 
sufficiency"  of  which  are  admitted  by  the  British 
Government  itself,  are  taken  by^e  United  States 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  flaff  the  logical  and 
necessary  consequence,  even  upon  their  own  prin- 
ciples, is,  that  the  visitation  or  detention  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  thev  have  attempted  to  ju.*Jtify 
or  excuse  only  by  the  fact  of  that  abuse,  must  cease 
with  it. .  It  is,  says  Lord  Aberdeen,  "the  admitted 
fact  of  this  abuse  which  creates  the  right  of  inquiry." 
But  when  effectual  provision  is  made  to  prevent 
and  guard  against  this  abuse,  by  an  arrangement  to 
which  Great  Britain  is  herself  a  party,  the  right 
of  inauiry,  or  visitation,  which  was  built  upon  the 
hypothesis  of  that  abuse, .  must,  to  that  extent  at 
least,  ce^se  to  exist.  It  requires  no  express  agree- 
ment, under  these  circumstances,  to  create  the  ob- 
ligation of  abstaining  from  the  visitations  and  de- 
tentions of  the  American  flag,  which  had  been 
complained  of.  In  such  a  case,  res  ipse  loquitur. 
The  transaction  explains,  and  carries  its  meaning 
and  obligation  on  its  face. 

Any  renewal,  under  such  circumstances,  of  the 
vexations  to  which  the  American  flag  had  been 
subjected  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  would  be  in  di- 
rea  contravention  of  what  was  universally  under- 
stood here,  upon  the  spot  of  the  negotiation,  to  be 
the  practical  effect  of  the  arrangement.  It  could 
not  fail  to  give  rise  to  the  gravest  possible  question 
in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  I  cannot, and 
will  not,  believe  that  there  is  any  such  design  on 
the  part  of  ihe  British  Government.  When  it  is 
recollected  what  honorable  and  emphatic  language 
was  employed,  but  two  or  three  years  ago,  on.this 
saoie  suDject,  by  that  remarkable  man — the  master- 
spirit of  his  cooAtry— whose  firm  and  steady  hand 
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now  guides  the  course  of  her  public  councils,  the 
highest  personal  pledge  is  superadded  to  the  most 
solemn  national  guaranty.  I  allude,  of  course,  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  In  1839,  when  a  bill  for 
the  more  effectual  suppression  of  ine  slave-trade 
was  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  the 
administration  of  Lord  Melbourne,  to  indemnify 
officers  of  the  British  navy  for  visiting  and  detaining 
any  foreign  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  on  suspicion, 
and  examining  their  papers,  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton protested  against  it  with  all  the  honest  energies 
of  his  high  intellect  and  character.  If  his  speeches 
on  the  occasion  have  not  been  incorrectly  reported, 
he  deiK)unced  it  as  a  novelty  in  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  practice  of  nations.  He  ad- 
monished their  lordships  that  there  was  "one  great 
nation,  at  least— the  United  States  of  America" — 
who  would  not  submit  to  it;  that,  if  t*here  was  one 
point  more  to  be  avoided  than  another,  it  was  that 
relating  to  the  visitation  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  American  Union;  and,  finally,  be  warned  the 
Government  not  to  proceed  with  their  bill,  but 
"rather  to  issue  an  order  in  council^  or  a  declaration 
of  war  f* 

While  I  feel ,  therefore,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  every  as- 
surance which  can  be  inspired  by  the  faith  of  a 
solemn  international  transaction,  and  by  declara- 
tions of  the  most  imposing  weight  in  the  public 
councils  of  Great  Bntain,  that  ihere  will  be  no  at- 
tempt to  renew  in  practice,  under  existting  circum- 
stances, the  visitation  of  the  American  flag  on  the 
coast  of  Africa;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ab- 
stract doctrines  recently  put  forth  by  the  British 
Government  in  regard  to  an  allied  right  of  visita- 
tion, are  well  calculated  to  arouse  the  timely  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  and  the  other  maritime 
powers  of  the  world. 

I  know,  Mr.  President,  how  precious  every  mo- 
ment of  the  time  of  the  Senate  is,  on  this  the  last  day 
but  one  of  the  session.  I  do  not  mean,  there/oie, 
to  enter  into  any  systematic  discussion  of  this  grave 
and  most  important  question*  But,  being  compelled 
to  differ,  in  an  essential  respect,  from  a  docu- 
ment of  very  high  authority,  (t  allude  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  STlh  ult.,)  and  deeming  it  of  very  great 
moment,  if  an  error  should  have  been  inadvertent- 
ly committed  in  that  exposition  pf  the  doctrines  of 
maritidie  law,  as  supposed  to  be  contended  for  by 
the  United  States,  that  it  should  not  go  forth  to  the 
world  with  the  presumed  concurrence  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  Gtovernment— which  would  natural- 
ly be  inferred,  if  no  dissent  were  expressed  in 
either  House  oi  the  National  Legislature; — the  Sen- 
ate, I  am  sure,  will  bear  with  me,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  while  I  state,  as  briefly  as  th^  nature  of  the 
subject  will  admit,  the  principles  which  I  conceive 
to  have  been  heretofore  invariably  maintained, 
with  the  justest  reason,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there  should 
be  no  misconception  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  posi- 
tion the  United  States  occupy  on  these  vital  ques- 
tions, affecting  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas. 
Providence  seems  to  have  cast  upon  us,  in  an  es- 
pecial manner,  the  responsibility  and  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  standard-bearer  in  this  great  cause.  While 
the  attempts  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  other  na- 
tions tosustain  it.havegiven  way  tothe  seductionsof 
temporary  expeaiency,  or  been  crushed  by  the  force 
of  powerful  combinations,  the  United  States  alone, 
through  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  and  oAen  with 
fearful  odds  against  them,  have  stood  forth  the 
steady  and  unwavering  champions  of  the  immuni- 
ty and  independence  of  flags  upon  the  ocean. 
The  efforts  and  writings  of  our  great  statesmen  in 
this  cause — of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe — 
no  less  than  the  brilliant  deeds  of  our  warriors,  in 
the  same  glorious  struggle,  are  among  the  proudest 
illustrations  of  our  past  history.  We  must  be  cau- 
tious, therefore,  to  surrender  nothing  which  has 
been  thus  dearly  and  nobly  won. 

The  message  of  the  President  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  whUe  denying  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  exercise  a  general  police  over  the  flags 
of  independent  nations,  yet  asserts  that  if  the  vessel 
of  another  nation— of  the  United  States,  for  ex- 
ample— be  suspected  of  piracy  upon  what  shall 
seem  probable  cause,  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
such  a  vessel  by  a  British  cruiser,  though  the  sus- 
picion turn  out  erroneous,  would  givf  xise  to  neither 
public  responsibilUv,  nor  any  claim  of  indemnity 
to  the  owner.  "The  rightt  under  such  circum- 
stances"  says  the  message,  "not  only  to  visit  and 
detain,  but  to  search  a  ship,  is  a  perfeU  right,  and 
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in  volves9t«t/i^  responsibility  nor  indenmilf.*  ^ 
Mr.  President,  I  must  say,  with  all  respect,  tk 
this  doctrine  of  the  messaere  seems  to  me  oa  le 
have  been  very  well  considered,  and  cauKit  k 
easily  reconciled  with  those  impregnable  priad 
pies  of  public  law,  upon  which  we  have  beretoiin 
stood  against  the  world  in  arms.  I  had  tononi, 
that  if  any^principle  of'the  maritime  code  m  bea 
triumphantly  vindieated  and  upheld  by  the  bbori^ 
American  statesmen,  it  was  this>-that,iatiBei( 
peace,  there  is  no  right,  in  any  case,  on  tbe  paitit 
a  foreign  cruiser,  to  interrupt  or  detain  the Tocb 
of  another  nation  upon  the  high  s^  thai  a  tckI 
of  a  nation  on  the  nigh  sea$,  in  time  of  peace,  ^■ 
takes  of  the  inviolability  of  her  territory;  and  ik 
any  entry  on  board  such  vessel,  without  cooa^ 
is,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  trespass.  If  a  ?flBdt 
under  the  circumstances  supposed  in  the  mesa^ 
be  suspected  of  being  a  pirate,  a  foreicn  creoe 
may,  upon  her  responsibility,  stop  and  exanai 
her;  but  she  does  so  at  her  peril.  If  the  sasptsH 
vessel  be  in  reality  a  pirate,  no  barm  will bafe bea 
done;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  she  prove  to  be  skt 
fide  vessel  of  the  nation  whose  nag  she  bean,  i 
trespass  will  have  been  committed,  involviDgtnl 
responsibility  and  indemnity,  according  to  tbedr* 
cnmstances  of  the  case. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  these  {»• 
ciples  have,  in  other  times^and  those,  too,  oci&> 
tinguished  by  any  peculiar  favor  shown  to  tk 
maritime  rights  of  other  nations— been  recog&is^ 
in  the  fullest  manner  by  the  highest  Britishao^ 
ties.  In  a  well  known  case  brought  before  bimai 
judge,  the  celebrated  Sir  William  ScoU(afiavwi 
Lord  Stowell)  emphatically  decla»a  «*«  •*fc  ciik 
flTid  no  authoribiftkatgivtf**^  *%»  of  t^ent^ 
to  the  navi£qii^m  ^f  States  upon  the  kigk  sesf  & 
upt  thii^  tohich  the  right  of  war  gives  to  k^mA 
against  neutrals"  But  the  whole  doctrine  ^ 
this  subject  has  been  stated  in  so  lucid  and  eoaipifr 
bensive  a  manner,  and  with  such  self-evident  r» 
son,  in  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Monroe,  vbile  Seen- 
lary  of  State  und&r  the  administraiionof  Mr.lbd- 
ison,  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  quote  here  wbai  ft 
said  by  the  American  Government,  with  so  mod 
weight  of  authority,  on  that  occasion.  In  ibe  ii- 
structions  to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treaiiofcf 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated  the  15di  Apfil, 
1813,  the  American  doctrine—the  matured  and  can- 
fully  considered  result  of  our  Iod^  di  cassia 
with  that  power  on  the  subject  of  mantune  rij^bts^ 
was  thus  clearly  and  deliberately  sammed  im: 

"That  the  vessels  of  a  nation  are  coosideredi 
part  of  its  territory,  with  the  exception  of  tbe  bd- 
ligerent  right  only,  is  a  principle  too  well  e^ 
lished  to  £e  brought  into  discussion.  Each  &S( 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels,  fc 
laws  govern  in  them;  and  oflences  against  ib{Ee 
laws'are  ptmishable  by  its  tribunals  only.  Tkft^ 
of  a  nation  protects  everything  saiUng  mder  U  » 
time  of  peace;  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with  tk 
exception  of  the  belligerent  rights  growing  o«  of 
the  war.  An  entry  on  board  tfie  vessels  of « 
power  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other  ctse, 
or  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  om  then, is 
a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hostilitii.^ 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  maintain  this  princi- 
ple of  the  law  of  nations  inflexibly,  and  in  its  a- 
diminished  integrity.  *rhe  inviolability  ofibedttk 
of  an  American  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  under  ill 
circumstances,  in  time  of  peace;  and  in  tine  of  «H, 
with  those  limited  exceptions  only  which  areestab 
lished  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war  as  ift* 
ing  neut»ls— is  a  doctrine  indissolably  conneded 
with  our  national  honor  and  security.  Totdst 
a  rieht  of  entrv  on  board  an  American  vcsd  « 
the  high  sea?,  m  any  case,  in  time  of  peace,  is » 
surrender  the  principle,  and  to  open  a  door  fortii 
most  dangerous  abuses. 

On  this  subject,  we  may  learn  nsefal  kssoas 
from  the  history  of  the  past.  Id  our  long  mdhiJ' 
ter  controversy  with  Great  Britain  respecting  »• 
pressment,  utaable  to  find  any  principle  of  the  li» 
of  nations  which  gave  her  the  right  to  enter « 
board  American  vessels  in  quest  of  BritishscaDJ 
she  defended  the  practice  under  corer  ol  *  rig 
of  entry  acknowledged  to  exist  in  time  of  war.wr 
a  wholly  different  object.  She  said  thai,  by  tbcK^ 
knowledged  rules  of  international  law,  we  wti 
right  to  board  and  search  neutral  vessels  in  limej 
war,  for  contraband  and  enemies' propertf;  and  K- 
ing,  in  the  exercise  of  this  unquestioned  ri|K  J* 
fully  on  board  an  American  vessel,  if  we  find  wj 
ish  seamen  there,  we  may  lawfully  impBB  m 
carry  them  awayj  though  we  had  no  rijhi,  Ji» 
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ftrst  instance,  to  go  on  board  for  such  an  object, 
rhiswasthe  British  argument,  in  justification  of 
Jie  impressment  of  seamen  on  board  American  ves- 
ids,  gravely  put  fonh  to  the  world  in  the  memora- 
t>le  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  the  9th  of 
ranoary,  1813. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if^  contrast  to  the  whole 
:arrent  of  doctrine  and  authority  by  which  we  have 
yetn  heretofore  guided  on  this  subject  of  maritime 
rights,  we  yield  a  right  of  entry  into  an  American 
vessel  in  time  of  peace,  in  any  case,  upon  the  plea 
)f  suspected  piracy,  or  any  other,~ao  we  not  anord 
I  cover,  under  which  Great  Britain,  if  h«r  pride  or 
N^cy  should  dictate,  may  be  emboldened  to  renew 
ler  daim  of  impressment,  even  in  a  time  of  gen- 
eral peacel  She  might  well  say  (after  the  formula 
)f  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration)  that,  being 
ightfiUly  on  board,  upon  suspicion  of  piracy,  by  your 
)WD  admission,  and  finding  there  those  we  claim  to 
)e  our  seamen,  we  will  impress  them,  in  the  name 
lod  by  virtue  of  that  natural  allegiance  which  oar 
aws  declare  to  be  permanent  and  unchangeable, 
ind  which  is  due  in  peace  as  well  as  war.* 

Of  all  ihe  pretexts  for  the  violation  of  our  flag, 
he  loosest,  and  most  susceptible  of  abuse  in  prac- 
ice,  wonla  be  the  plea  of  suspected  piracy.  What 
ire  the  external  indicia  of  a  piratel  ^  A  law,  long, 
^lack-looking  vessel,  we  are  told;  and,  under  this 
lescription,  every  Baltimore  schooner  would  be 
•tibject  to  be  boarded  and  overhauled.  What,  in 
he  modem  use  of  latguagr,  consiitntes  piracy 
tself  1  In  the  plastic  hands  of  diplomacy  or  power, 
loihing  is  susceptible  of  a  greater  variety  of  Pro- 
aean  shapes.  We  cannot  have  forgotten  that,  in  a 
ioleran  official  communication  which  the  late  Brit- 
sh  Principal  Secretary  of  State'lor  Foreign  Affairs 
Lord  Palmerston)  caused  to  be  addressed  to  this 
jfovemmeni,  in  justification  of  the  destruction  of 
he  Caroline  within  the  limits  of  our  territory,  the 
riiizens  of  the  United  Stales  who  took  part  with  the 
nhabitants  of  Canada  in  the  late  insurrection  in  that 
)rovince  were  gravely  characterized  as  "Ameri- 
•an  pirates;**  and  an  elaborate  argument  from  Mr. 
Webster  was  necessary  to  prove  that  this  applica- 
ion  of  the  term  was  not  proper.  In  the  discussions 
vhich  took  place  between  the  same  minister  and 
>qr  representative  in  London,  on  this  very  subject 
)f  the  right  of  visit,  he  habitually  denominated 
ressels  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave-trade. 
IS  "slave-trading  piratesr  and  he  repeatedly  and 
mphatically  aj)pea]ed  to  the  denunciation  of  the 
rade  as  piracy  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
t  is  easjr  to  foresee,  therefore,  how,  under  an  ad- 
nitted  right  of  visit,  and  search  also,  according  to 
he  message,  upon  suspicion  of  piracy,  with  a  little 
d  the  dexterity  and  boldness  of  diplomacy  in  the 
tse  of  language,  the  whole  of  our  growing  and 
mportant  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Africa  might 
«  driven  from  those  seas  by  insupportable  vex- 
ttions. 

The  only  security  to  the  rights  of  American 
avi^ation  on  the  ocean,  and  for  the  honor  of  our 
lag,  IS  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the  doctrine  which 
ras  maintained  by  our  fathers,  and  which  hat;  been 
elivered  down  to  us  from  tne  great  oracles  of 
ublic  law  in  Europe  and  America — that,  in  time 
f  peace,  there  is  no  right,  in  any  case  whatever, 
n  the  part  of  a  foreign  cruiser,  to  enter  and  detain, 
n  the  nigh  seas,  (whether  under  the  name  of  visit 
r  search,)  a  vessel  which  bears  our  national  flag; 
y  which,  of  course,  is  meant  the  legitimate  and 
ona  fide  flag  of  the  United  States.  -  In  the  British 
iscussions  of  this  doctrine,  it  has  been  very  un- 
9irly  argued,  as  if  we  claimed  some  mysterious 
irtue  for  the  mere  outward  ensigp — "the  piece  of 
anting."  as  Lord  Palmerston  permitted  himself  to 
all  it,  "with  the  United  States  emblems  and  colors 
pon  il;**  and  that  any  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave- 
rade  could  protect  herself  from  search  hy  merehj 
oisling  one  of  these  pieces  of  fnmlinm  and  that 
tius  British  vessels,  engaged  in  a  violation  of  the 
aws  of  their  own  country — Portuguese,  Spanish, 
nd  Brazilfan  slave-traders,  expressly  subjected  to 
earch  by  the  treaty  stipulations  of  their  respective 
Soverements — and  notorious  piratical  outlaws — 
vould  all  be  enabled,  by  this  fraudulent  disguise, 

*  The  language  of  Adroiral  Sir  Cliarl«e  Napier,  in  the  IIoum 
r  Common^,  on  the  2*i  of  February  lust,  when  the  t abject  or 
le  American  treaty  was  under  dtocusston.  may  serve  as  an  sd- 
•onklon  of  the  uerflpslty  of  looking  to  what  ii  ay  seem  to  be 
fen  remote  cortkequencesi  in  the  treatroeot  of  these  delicate 
iiesiioiia  of  roariuroe  law.  In  the  London  Times  of  the  3d 
lu,  he  is  rei»orted  to  have  said,  while  strongly  condemnine  the 
reaty^  that  '*Lori  Ashbortoo  ought  to  have  stated  to  the  Gov- 
nuMnt  of  the  Halted  Btaiee  thai  wa  would  never  depart  from 
Miifh(  of  (aklH  AritUi  seamen  oarof  Amedcan  «hJpi." 


to  pass  on  with  security,  before  the  eyes  of  a  British 
squadron.  Now,  Mr.  President,  ii  is  hardly  ne- 
cc:^sary  for  me  lo  say  that  all  this  is  purely  gratui- 
tious.  The  immunity  we  claim  is  for  bona  fide 
American  vessel?,  entitled  to  carry  the  flag  of  their 
country.  We  admit,  in  the  moi>t  unqualined  man- 
ner, th6  right  of  British  cruisers  to  visit,  detain, 
and  search  their  own  vessels,  Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  Brazilian  ressels,  and  piratical  outlaws,  even 
though  any  of  tbem  may  have  fraudulently  as- 
sumed the  colors  of  the  United  Slates.  But,  to  render 
the  act  lawful,  the  vessels  thas  detained  and  search- 
ed must  be  truly  what  they  are  suspected  to  be — to 
wit,  British,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Brazilian,  pirati- 
cal—and not  Itona  fide  American  vessels.  It  is 
an  acknowledged  maxim  of  universal  law,  that 
every  party,  wnile  exercising  his  own  rights,  must 
take  care. not  lo  violate  the  rights  of  omeTs^Sic 
tUtre  tuo,  ut  non  alienumladas. 

Our  late  able  and  distinguished  'minister  in 
France  (General  Cass) — who,  at  a  critical  moment 
for  the  honor  and  safety  of  his  country,  and  with  a 
promptitude  and  success  which  give  him  lasting 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  came  for- 
ward to  vindicate  ihe  principles  of  our  American 
doctrine  in  the  eyes  of^urope,  and  especially  of 
our  ancient  and  chiv&lrous  ally--has  furnished,  iir 
his  admirable  exposition  on  that  occasion,  an  illus- 
tration of  the  subject,  from  the  transactions  of  civil 
life,  which  cannot  fail  to  carry  conviction  to  every 
mind.  He  compares  the  situation  of  a  British  crui- 
ser, claiming  and  acknowledged  to  possess  the 
rignt  to  visit  and  detain  British,  Portuguese,  Span- 
ish, and  Brazilian  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to  that 
of  a  ministerial  oflicer  of  justice,  under  the  muni- 
cipal law,  who  has  a  writ  or  warrant  ofapprehen- 
ed  against  a  particular  individual.  His  lawful 
authority  is  to  arrest  A;  but  he  suspects  B  to  be  A 
in  disguise.  Thi^  suspicion  gives  him  no  right  to 
arrest  B;  but  he  may  do  so,  at  his  risk.  If  the  per- 
son apprehended  turns  out  to  be  A.  the  act  is  justi- 
fied by  the  event;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  "be 
truly  GL,  then  a  trespass  has  been  committed,  and 
an  action  'of  false  imprisonment  lies  against  the 
oflicer.  In  this  action,  the  damages,  it  is  true,  may 
be  materially  reduced  and  mitigated  by  the  consitl- 
oration  of  strong  circumstances  of  suspicion  in  re- 
sard  to  the  identity  .of  B,  and  the  little  actual  injury 
he  may  have  sustained;  but,  in  every  case,  the  in- 
violability of.  the  personal  llfcerly  of  the  citizen  is 
•  maintained,  and  vmdicated  as  an  inexorable  princi- 
ple of  the  law.  In  like  manner,  we  can  never  ad- 
mit as  a  matter  of  right,  (however  circumstances, 
in  rare  and  extraordinary  cases,  might  be  allowed 
to  mitigate  or  extenuate  the  trespass,)  the  claim  of 
the  British  Go\#mment  to  visit  and  detain  Ameri- 
can vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  be- 
cause they  may  be  suspected  of  bein;^  British,  or 
other  vessels  lawfully  subject  to  search,  and  seeking 
to  screen  themselves  by  hoisting  American  colors. 
If  British  cruisers,  under  such  circumstances,  visit 
and  detain  vessels  which  turn  out  to  be  bonaAde 
American  vessels,  they  do  it,  necessarily,  at  their 
risk,  and  without  right. 

'  It  is  curious  and  instructive  to  trace  the  succes- 
sive phases  under  which  this  claim  has  been,  at 
difierent  times,  presented  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  was  first  brought  forward  by  Lord  Pal- 
merston, in  his  letter  to  Mn  Stevenson  of  the  27ih 
August,  1841.  It  was  then  claimed  as  "a  right  to 
see,  by  an  examination  of  papers,  that  the  vessel 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  provided 
with  papef^  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and 
proving  her  to  be  United  States  property,  Bnanavi- 
gated  according  to  laws'*  and  it  was  to  be  exercise«l 
generally  under  "circumstances  which  justify  a 
suspicion  ihat  such  vessels  are  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade."  The  annunciation  of  the  claim  was 
met  by  our  minister  (Mr.  Stevenson)  with  an  ener- 
gy and  decision,  and  a  ready  ability,  which  do  him 
much  honor.  A  change  of  administration  having 
occurred,  the  subject  passed  into  the  hands  of  Lord 
Aberdeen.  While  reasserting  the  British  claim, 
he  did  so  in  far  more  limited  and  cautious  terms. 
In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  I3th  October, 
IB4I,  he  described  it  as  a  right  to  "ascertain,  by 
visit  and  inquiryfiheriationalily"  simply,  "of  the 
vessel'»  and  limited  it  to  cases  of  "the  most  grave 
•5t«J^picL«  (l^^  well-founded  doubts  of  the  genuinc- 
"^"^^Jili  ckar^^"^^'.  The  claim,  as  yet,  was  not 
"  r^  ^hV  i^^y  admission  of  the  obligation  of  m- 
led  ?2  case  of  mistake.    At  length  came  ih< 


be  committed,  and  any  American  vessel  should 
suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  wotjld  be  followed  by 
prompt  and  ample  reparation."  Hei'e,  it  is  readily 
admitted,  is  an  important  modification  of  the  ground 
originally  assumed.  But.  in  the  same  letter,  the 
Tight  is  still  asserted,  in  absolute  terms,  to  visit  and 
detain  American  vessels  on  the  high  sca.s,  when 
their  nationality  is  suspected,  in  order  to  ascertain, 
by  their  papers  or  "o/W  proofs,"  the  genuineness 
of  their  character;  and  we  are  now,  ii  seems,  for- 
mally apprized,  through  a  despatch  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen to  Mr.  Fox,  that  this  alleged  right  continues 
to  be  maintained  by  the  British  Government,  and 
will  not  be  abandoned.  To  this  there  is  but  one 
answer, — that  the  right  claimed  is  still  denied  by 
the  United  States,  and  will  never  be  admitted  or 
acquiesced  in;  and  I  trust,  sir,  when  the  official 
answer  shall  go  from  this  Government,  due  care 
will  be  taken  to  guard  against  any  inferences,  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  doctrines  of  maritime  law 
which  we  have  hitherto  invariably  maintained, 
frojn  any  hurried  or  inadvertent  expressions  in  the 
recent  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  people  of  this  country,  Mr.  President,  will 
never  admit  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
power,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  stop  and  examine 
their  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  in 
any  case,  or  under  any^  pretext  whatever.  They 
cannot  be  reconciled  to  a  demand,  ihu3  imperious  in 
its  character  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences, 
by  the  promise  of  reparation  and  indemnity  in  case 
of  mistake  and  consequential  injury.  They  have 
not  forgotten  that  a  similar  inducement  was  held 
out  lo  a  recognition  of  the  odious  claim  oi  impress- 
ment, zndi  how  that  proposition  was  answered  by 
their  Government.  Mr.  Monroe,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  was  instructed  to  communicati?  the  views 
of  the  American  Government  upon  it,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms,  to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating 
of  peaee: 

"It  has  been  suggested,  as  an  expedient  for  the 
adjustment  of  this  controversy,  that  British  cruisers 
should  have  a  right  to  search  our  vessets  for  Brit- 
ish seamen;  but  that  ihecommanArs  thereof  should 
be  subjected  ^o  penalties  in  case  they  made  mis- 
takes, and  took  from  them  American  citizens.  By 
this,  the  British  Government  would  acquire  the 
right  of  search  for  seamen,  with  that  of  impressing 
from  our  vessels  the  subjects  of  all  other  powers. 
It  will  not  escape  your  attention,  that,  by  admitting 
the  right  in  any  case,  we  give  up  the  principle,  and 
leave  the  door  open  to  every  kind  of  abuse.  The 
same  objection  is  applicable  to  any  and  every  other 
arrangement  which  withholds  the  respect  due  to  our 
flag,  by  not  allowing  it  to  protect  the  crew  sailing 
under  it.** 

The  same  considerations  are  equally  conclusive 
against  the  admission  of  a  right  on  the  part  of 
British  cruisers,  in  any  case,  and  under  anv  prom- 
ise of  contingent  indemnity,  to  board  and  detain 
American  vessels,  whose  nationality  may  be  ques- 
tioned, in  time  dL  peace.  I  can  hardly  persuade 
myself  thai  the  TJritish  Government  has  yet  real- 
ized to  itself  the  startling  magnitude  of  tnis  new 
claim  of  maritime  police.  If  they  have  the  right  lo 
ascertain,  by  visit  and  examination,  the  genuine- 
ness of  every  flag  which  their  cruisers  may  en- 
counter on  the  high  seas,  do  they  not,  in  effect, 
revive  and  extend  to,  the  whole  ocean  the  obsolete 
claim  oTsoveieignlf  and  dominion  which  they  for- 
merly asserted  within  the  narrow  sea  surrounding 
their  own  island.  Every  right  has,  too,  ius  corres- 
ponding remedies.  If  British  cruisers  have  the 
right  to  visit  and  detain  all  flags  they  meet  on  the 
ocean,  to  satisfy  themselves,  by  personal  examina- 
tion, of  their  genuineness,— they  might  enforce  that 
right,  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  resist  or  evade  it  on  the 
part  of  the  vessels  sought  to  be  visited,  by  the  sum- 
mary naval  remedies  of  capture  and  confiscation. 
This  is  the  settled  maritime  law,  in  regard  to  the 
right  01  search  of  •  neutral  vessels  in  time 
of  war.  If  a  neutral  vessel  attempt  *  to  resist 
or  escape  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search, 
she,  by  that  fact  alone,  subjects  herself  lo  capture 
and  condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  The  same 
consequence  would  analogically  aUend  the  right  of 
visit  claimed  by  Great  Britain  in  time  of  peace,  if 
it  exist  (as  she  contends  it  docs)  under  the  law  of 
nations;  and  a  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  conscious  of 
the  integrity  of  its  flag,  and  unwilling  to  submit 
to  the  indignity  and  vexation  of  an  inquisitorial  ' 
visit  from  a  British  cruiser,  might  find  herself 
punished  for  her  contumacy,  b^  a  speedy  capture, 
followed  by  a  sentence  oi  condemnation  in  a 
British  admiralty  court. 
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The  wise  and  enlightened  statesmen  of  England 
cannot  but  feel  that  an  inno7aiion  like  this  upon 
the  established  law  of  nations,  in  this,  the  nineteenth 
century— involving,  as  its  natural  corollary,  conse- 
quences so  startling— would,  by  a  necessary  in- 
stinct of  self-preservation,  unite  all  the  other 
maritime  powers  of  the  world  in  one  firm  con- 
federacy against  them,  for  the  protection  of  their 
common  rights.  I  trust  in  the  influence  of  reflec- 
tions such  as  these,  joined  to  that  sober  spirit  of 
practical  moderation  which  has  thus  far  favorably 
distinguished  the  present  public  councils  of  Great 
Britain,  to  insure  the  continuance  of  general  peace. 
In  (he  maintenance  of  peace  and  harmony  between 
England  and  America,  there  are  so  many  recipro- 
cal interests  of  the  highe^  importance  involved, 
commercial,  moral,  and  political,  that  nothing  can 
he  wanted  but  a  calm  and  collected  temper  on  the 
part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  both  countries, 
unmoved  by  those  general  denunciations  on  the 
CDC  side  and  the  other — which  are,  unfortunately 
but  too  well  fitted  to  inflame  national  animosities-^ 
to  bring  to  a  safe  and  satisfactory  termination  every 
remaining  question  between  them. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  MILLER,     . 

OP  NiSW  J^SEY. 
Jn  Senaie,  February  17,  1843— On  the  bill  to  re- 
store to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  in 
Louisiana. 

.  Mr.  PRE>iDENr.  The  professed  object  of  this  bill 
11  to  refund  to  General  Jackson  a  fineof«l,000 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Louisiana,  on  the  3lst  day  of 
March,  1815,  for  certain  contempts  committed  by 
him  ajg^inst  that  court. 

Although  this  be  the  humble  design  of  the  bill— 
t^e  mere  settlement  of  a  private  plaim^there  has 
been  thrown  around  it  an  unusual  degree  of  inter- 
est and  feeling.  It  has  been  magnified  into  a  pub- 
lie  mcasart,  and  ^pressed  upon  our  consideration 
as  if  it  were  a  great  national  concern.  The  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  day  are  taking  sides  upon  this 
measure;  poHticians  are  making  a  hobby  ont;  State 
Legislatures  have  passed  resolutions  instruciintr 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bill;  and  even  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  bring  this  matter  before  Congress,  under 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes 
him  to  give  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Thus,  sir,  has  this  private  bill  been  withdrawn 
from  the  great  vortex  of  neglected  claims,  and 
magnified  into  a  public  measure,  and  glorified 
into  an  affair  that  concerns  the  state  of  the  Union 

The  urgency  with  which  this  matter  is  pressed 
\t  not  very  complimentary  to  our  sense  of  equal 
rights.    There  are  many  poor  claimants,  who,  for 
years  past,  have  been  urging  Congress  to  decide 
upon  their  claims,  and  who  have  gone  down  to 
their  graves  bankrupt  through  cjw  inaction;  yet  no- 
sooner  is  this  claim  presented,  thaVour  Justice  tears 
thc^ndage  from  her  eyes;  and,  beholding  the  hero 
of  New  Orleans,  thrusts  aside  every  other  claim 
and  proceeds,  with  timid  and  nervous  haste,  to  com- 
ply with  his  demand. 

The  notoriety  which  has  been  riven  to  this  claim 
the   various  and   powerful   collateral    influences 
which  have  been  brought  to  its  aid,  induce  roe- to 
pause  and  examine  more  carefully  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

Neither  the  political  influence  nor  the  military  re- 
nown which  surround  the  character  of  the  dwtin- 
guished  applicant,  shall  induce  me  to  regffrd  this 
claim  with  more  complacency  than  I  would  look 
upon  the  petition  of  the  poorest  man  or  the  most 
humble  soldier  that  ever  served  his  country. 

I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  the  simple  facts  of  the 
case,  and  unon  them,  and  them  alone,  to  decide  this 
matter.  All  that  has  been  said  about  the  glorious 
victory  of  New  Orleans— the  services,  civil  and 
military,  of  General  Jackson— ought  not  to  aflfeci 
thi«  matter.  Thev  form  no  part  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  should,  therefore,  have  no  influence  upon 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  General  Jackson  him- 
self discards  all  these  collateral  matters,  and  puts 
ms'  claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  sentence  im- 
posed upon  him  by  Judge  Hall  was  illegal  and  un- 
Joar,  I  read  from  his  letter,  dated  Hermitage,  Au- 
gust 1, 1842,  directed  to  Jacob  Gibson,  esq. : 

•*Ds£B  Sia:  I  hay©  the  plearare  to  acknowledge  the  receiot 
of  jtnx  iati«r  of  the  19ih  ultimo,  inforroini?  me  that  a  joint  rM. 
oInUoopawed  the  Legialature  of  New  Hampablre,  at  their 
ij^i^f"'  r^  ^^  '^hlch  yott  are  a  member,  inatrociinc 
yoor  Booaton  In  Congrew,  aodrcquertlng  your  Repr«tooiitiTe? 


to  use  their  effbrta  to  procure  the  piwiwgf  of  a  law,  by  Congrew, 
to  refund  to  me,  with  iniereat,  the  fine  Tmpoeed  by  Judge  Hall, 
in  1816,  forao  altered  couiampt,  dtc. 

"For  thia  anaolkiicd  ioterpoaiiinn  of  the  Legjelature  of  New 
Hampehire  to  have  expuogtd  from  the  roconl  ihie  ioiquitoui 
impotaUon  upon  my  character,  by  that  unjuat  and  rIndietlTe 
JuJge  ITall,  eitting  in  hia  own  cause,  from  whuae  fiat  there  was 
no  appeal,  it  deeerrea,  aa  it  receiTea,  my  lincera  thaoka." 

If  I  could  be  satisfied  that  this  sentence  was  in- 
iquitous or  unjnstj  or,  even  il  legal,  yet,  if  it  were 
imposed  upon  Gdoeral  Jackson  for  an  act  required 
by  the  honest  discharge  of  his  official  duties,--! 
would,  without  hesitation,  vote  to  refund  the  fine : 
for  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  Government  to 
sustain  its  public  servants  In  the  honest  discharge 
of  their  duties;  and,  although  they  may  occasion- 
ally mistake  the  law,  yet,  if  that  were  an  honest 
mistake,  I  wduld  not  punish  the  agent,  but  rather 
let  the  consequence  rail  upon  the  principal--the 
Government— for  whose  benefit  the  act  was  perpe- 
trated. •  •   '  . 

Upon  these  acknowlediged  principles,  let  ua  ex- 
amine the  ease.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  before 
us  the  record  of  the  proceedings  and  the  sentence, 
certified  under  the  seal  of  the  jconrt*  By  this  rec- 
ord, it  appears  that  General  Jackso^  was  regularly 
summoned,  heard,  tried,  an^TcondeoHiedriii  and  by 
oae  of^ihe  district  courts  of  ihis  Government,  for 
contempt  of  court,  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  $1,000. 
It  is  also  admitted  that  the  General  submitted  lo  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  and  paid  the  fine;  and  the  ~ 
judgment  will  remains  of  record,  having  been  ac- 
quiesced in  bv  the  complainant  from  that  time  to 
this— a  period  of  twenty-eight  years. 

In  ordinary  cases,  we  might  here  say  to  the 
claimant,  "you  are  estopped  by  this  record,  and 
by  your  acquiescence  in  its  truth  for  the  space  of 
nearly  thirty  years."  it  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment never  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations,  yet 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  lapse  of  time  be- 
comes a  material  and  substantial  matter  of  defesce. 
The  death  of  the  actors  in  the  scene,  the  forgetful- 
ness  of  the  living,  may  deprive  the  case  of  many 
of  its  essential  facts.  If  the  State  should  derive  no 
advantage  from  time,  neither  should  the-applioant 
be  permitted  to  la^  by  until  death  has  silenced  his 
adversary,  or  unul  some  new  adventitious  circum- 
stance  has  popularized  his  claioL 

But,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  foregp  all  these  consid- 
erations, and  to  look  behind  this  record,  and  exam- 
ine the  facts  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

What  are  these  factsi  On  the  evening  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1815,  about  two  months  after  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Morel,  a  counsellor  at 
law,  called  at  the  house  of  Judge  Hall,  and  pre- 
sented to  him  a  petition  to  issue  a  writ  of  htuieai 
corpus  in  behalf  of  Louis  Loualliei^  who,  as  said, 
was  held  in  illegal  iniprisonment  under  the  order 
of  General  Jackson.  The  judge,  afler  reading  the 
petiiioii,  and  swearing  Mr.  Morel  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  facts  therein  stated,  endorsed  upon  the  petition 
the  following  order: 

*  Let  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  rranted,  tad  the  peti. 
Uooer  be  brought  before  me  at  II  o'clock  to-morrow  morning." 

At  the  time  of  granting  this  order,  Judge  Hall 
stated  to  Mr.  Morel  "that  he  thought  it  would  be  - 
proper  for  him  to  write  a  letter  to  General  Jack- 
son, to  inform  him  that  the  writ  had  been  awarded." 
Mr.  Morel  then  states  that  he  carried  the  order  to 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  then  went  lo  his 
office,  where  he  wrote  the  letter  intimated  by  the 
Judge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

^Tohia  BseeUeney  Major  Oineral  Jac^on. 

**8ia:  I  have  the  honor  to  inlorm  your  excellency  that,  aa 
couoeel.  I  have  made  application  to  hie  honor  Dominick  A. 
Hall,  judge  of  the  dieirict  courtof  the  UaH^  States,  for  a  writ 
of  habtM  corpu9  In  behalf  of  Mr.  I^uallier,  who  conceived 
that  he  waa  illegally  arreated  by  order  of  your  excellency:  and 
that  the  said  writ  has  been  awarded,  and  ia  raturnable  to  mor. 
row,  6ih  iiMt.,  at  tl  o'clock,  a.  m. 

'^I  have  the  hooor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  humble  and 
obedient  aervanc,  P.  L.  MOREL,  Counsellor  at  Law." 

As  soon  as  General  Jackson  read   this   letter 
as  it  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Duplessis 
and  Colonel  Arbuckle,  he  issued  the  following  or- 
der: 

"BBAOftuaanua  7th  M  iutabt  Ditnucrr, 
"New  t>BLBAMa,  Mar^  6, 1816-  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 


"Having  received  proof  that  Qommick  A.  Hall  has  been  aid- 

f  andabeiting  and  exciting  mdtSny  within  my  camp,  yoa 

will  forthwith  order  a  detachment  to  atrest  and  confine  him, 


and  report  to  ma  aa  aoon  aa  arrested.    Yoa   will  ba  vigi 

lam;  the  agenta  of  our  enemy  are  more  oumeroui  thao  was  ex 

pectad.    Yoa  will  be  guarded  against  sscapea. 

^*ANDRBW  JACKSON, 

uw .  r.^   .  •^ .  ^   ^°^  General  commanding. 

"Lt.  Col.  AunoxLB,  3d  Infaotry." 


At  about  eight  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  same 
[  5th  of  March,  a  detachment  of  sixty  armed  men, 


under  the  command  of  Major  Builer,  ^wttt  je4i 
marching  hastily  through  the  strews  ofl^ew  Or- 
leans; they  entered  the  dwelling  of  Jaage.Hi^ 
forcibly  arrested  him,  and  conveyed  him  to  ihett^ 
itary  barracks,  where  he  was  held  a  prSsoner  Qtyiji 
the  11th  of  March,  when  General  Jacksoi^  ot£(U 
him  to  be  removed  out  of  the  city,  as  appears  &ob 
the  following  order:  , 

"HBAo^cTABma  7Tfl  Militast  DmorW 

'*NBwOttLKAMa,tfar^  tl^lflS. 

*'8ir:  You  will  detail  from  your  troop  a  di«ci«et'Ma-6Mn|ib> 
aioned  officer  and  four  men,  and  direct  tbero  to  oiff  onr£i3' 
cer  commanding  th^  ad  Uaiiad  Scatea  lo&nCty  Mr  INMiMI 
A.  HaiH,  who  is  confined  in  the  gaard>b<Hiaa  tat  twiii^  mm 
ny  and  dvaertion  within  the  aocampaieot  of  tbecHy* ,    . 

*'Upoo  the  receipt  of  the  prisoner,  the  nnn  rnmifntfoaihti^ 
ret  will  conduct  bim  up  the  coast  beyond  the  thiea  of  Stmt 
Cartoll's  encampmaot,  deliver  him  the  radosod  otdo^ 
himatlibeity.    By  command; 

*T(IOS.  BUTLEIL,  Aid 
••Capt.  P.  V.  OoDBH, 

Commanding  troop'of  cavalry,  K(sw 

From  these  facts  it  appears —  / 

1.  That  the  only  act  committed  by.  Jii^dj^  Hd. 
previous  to  his  arrest,  was  ^he  granting  iia  Oiim 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  upon  tbe  simn,  J^ 
tion  of  a  citizen,  alleging  that  he  was  iUe|^jiQ- 
prisoned* 

3.  That  forAis  act,  and  thi&alone,  _,_  _  _ 
ordered  the  person  of  the  Jodge  to  be  Bttiei  u3 
imprisoned. 

3.  That  the  object  of  this  arrest  was  to  defeat  tk 
writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

I  say  that  the  only  act  charged  npon  J^eBUt 
was  the  order,  '*Let  the  prayer  of  tbe  p^mifih 
granted"  There  is  not  a  particle  of  w'JMHJg 
be  collected  from  the  .record,  frtun  ihe  «Mfcfi^ 
made  by  the  several  actors  in  .  the  sa^VL^ob^^ 
the  various  statements  made  by  General 'J|ftdm 
himself,  charging  upon  the  Judge  any  qOhSci^ 
of  offence  than  this.  Greneral  Jackson  iBdao^ttl 
wait  for  the  consummation  of  the  ordtri  bo^  as 
soon  as  he  read  the  courteous  note  from  Mx.  Moiti^ 
informing  him  that  an  application  hadbeeoL  made 
for  a  habeiis  corpus^  the  order  for  arrest  was  (oitk- 
with  issued  and  put  in  force.  It  is  true  (hat,  m  Ik' 
order  for  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall,  General  J^ 
son  states  that  he  had  received  proof  *'that  Domi- 
nick A.  Hall  had  been  aiding  and  abetting  and  a* 
citing  mutiny  in  his  canap."^ 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  for  this  proof.  Can  any  of  the 
friends  of  General  Jackson  point  it  outi  Ganth^ 
name  the  witness,  living  or  dead,  who  has  eva 
stated  a  fact  implicating  Judge  Hall  in  the  bi^ 
crime  charged  in  that  orderl  General  Jacksoa 
speaks  of  proof— not  allegation,  bearsar,  orsorm^ 
Surely,  no  honorable  man,  re^>eciing  the  rigfatsand 
liberties  of  his  fellow-citizens,  wonld  ever  venUtre, 
not  only  to  make  a  charge  like  this  against  a  lii^- 
ly  respectable  functionary,  but  to  condemn  himuiK 
heard,  without  having  plenary  evidence  <^  te 
guilt.  Yet,  when  we  examine  the  ^is  cif^s 
case,  we  find  that  the  only  proof  upon  which  Gqi. 
Jackson  acted  was  the  letter  of  Mr.  More],inioRh 
ing  him  that  Judge  Hall  had  granted  an  order  for 
a  writ  of  haheoi  corpus.  This  was  the  proi^  litt 
Judge  Hall  had  been  abetting  and  exciting  miftiij. 
The  awarding  of  a  writ  oi  habeas  corpus  deelaced 
to  be  a  proof  of  a  mutinous  act;  the  perforaing  i 
constitutional  duty  converted  into  a  cnme;  IhegreS 
bulwark  of  human  liberty  struck  down  at  a  Upt, 
and  made  the  cause  of  oppre&ion  and  imprlsot- 
ment !  Does  the  record  of  any  court,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  present  an  ezaift> 
pie  of  an  arrest  of  a  freeman,  upon  proof  lib 
thisi  >     r—  r 

Alter  reading  nhat  peremptory  order  for  the  Jx* 
rest,  I  confess  i^at  I  lelt  anxious,  for  the  ttle  d 
General  Jackson,  and  for  the  honor  of  thi;^  tott* 
try,  to  find  some  additional  fact — even  a  c£i^4ih> 
stance— that  might  afibrd  some  excuse  fnr  a  prooftd 
in^  so  bold  and  arbitrary;  but  L  have  searcM  ji 
vain.  No  other  proof  can  be  found.  And  tw^  am 
stands  now  as  it  did  on  the  5th  of  March,  Iw— a 
Judge  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  moiltiy,  iqioB 
proof  that  he  had  granted  an  order  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  I 

I  now  proceed  to  show  that  (General  JaelaKB^ 
object  in  arresting  the  Judge  was  to  defeB  Umi  vri 
of  habeas  corpus.  This  is  an  important  poin^  in- 
volving a  mighty  principle,  deeply  afibaing  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen  and  the  mprqanaey  of  the Iiot 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  country*   ' 

If  it  should  appear,  from  the  invcaigatJott  oC  U 
case,  that  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  was  iwt  ipr  ifi- 
ciUng  mutiny,  as  alleged  in  General  Tiihim'i  iii 
der,  nor  necessary  to  the  defence  of  9e^  tlduiBi. 
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Fine  on  General  Jackson — Air.  Miller. 


Senate. 


jfi  his  friends  insist;,  but  an  unnecessary » arbitrary 
aety  perpetrated  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  or 
overawing  the  officers  of  justice  in  the  perfqimance 
of  a  high  cQOStitiHiooal  duty, -*it  will  present  such 
a  gianngcase  of  outrage  and  wrong  as  none  can 
veoture  to  justify,  and  few,  I  hope,  be  found  to  ei- 
euae. 

UpoQ  this  point  also  depends,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  authority  of  tjie  judge  lo  proceed  for  the  con- 
tenopt  of  court.  The  question  is  thi*-:  Did  General 
Jackson  imprison  Judge  Hail  for  the  purpose  of 
pre^eming  any  further  proceeding  by  the  court  up- 
on the  writi    Let  us  examine  the  &cts  carefully. 

The  order  for  the  writ  was  granted  on  (be  even- 
ing of  the  5ih  of  March;  Mr.  Morel  carried  this 
order  to  the  clerk  the  same  evening,  and  wrote 
iounediately  to  General  Jackson  the  letter  which  I 
have  alreacy  read  to  the  Senate.  This  letter  first 
informed  General  Jackson  of  the  writ;  and  upon 
this  information,  and  this  alone,  he  ventured  to 
iasoe  the  order  for  the  arrest  at  7  o'clock  the  same 
evening,^  This  appean*  from  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Claiborne,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  in  which  he 
states  that,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  5th  of 
Marcb,  he  called  upon  the  Genera),  in  company 
with  the  marshal,  Mr.  Duplesais,  and  others: 

'*The  Q«atFa1  showed  roe  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mt. 
Morelf  UMCoiiiieeKorifr.Louallier,lnrormbi«hini(the  Genertl) 
that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had  lesued  in  the  cace  of  Mr. 
LooalHer." 

This  witness  further  savs,  that  in  the  course  of 
time  he  was  with  General  Jackson;  and  the  con- 
versation turning  upon  Judge  Hall,  the  General 
observed — 

*Tbat  be  had  no  personal  prejudices  against  the  JuOgt; 
but  that  his  coitducl  in  the  Instance  in  question  had  brought 
Wm  under  the  eogoiz  ince  of  bia^ihe  General's)  geopral  order; 
Ihat  tbie  was  hta  (the  General's)  camp,  and  that  no  penon  or 
power  must  or  should  be  over  biminit." 

But,  sir,  there  is  still  stronger  proof  upon  this 
point.  General  Jackson,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d 
JOecember,  1842,  s^s: 

"Onthestibjectof  Lonalller's  arrest,  It  should^  known  that 
ha  aecreted  himself  from  the  iasbina  of  theorderlor  his  arrest 
unUl  ha  bad  madearrangemenis  with  Judce  Hall  for  the  habeas 
corpus;  and  when  arreeted  aad  delivered  ts  the  colonel  of  the 
proruei  guard,  being  told  that  I  had  gircn  directions  for  his  good 
treatment,  be  replied,  with  thanira,  that  It  was  unnercssary,  as  he 
wouki  be  there  tMJt  a  short  lime.  He  was  asked  whyl  His  re- 
ply was,  (bat  Judge  Hall  bad  issued  a  wi  it  of  habeas  corpus  for 
Dim,  on  which  Colonel  Arbuckle  wrote  to  me  asking  sdvice.  1 
directed  bim  to  keep  the  prisoner  as  long  as  ho  could  wield  a 
bayonet,  unless  he  was  liberated  by  my  order.  Having  made  In- 
quiry into  the  matter,  aod  found  that  Hall  hsd  so  issued  the  writ, 
f  forthwith  gave  orders  for  the  arrest  of  Doroinick  A.  Hall,  and 
sentCaotainButler,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Dr.  Wm.  Butler, 
with  a  file  of  men,  for  that  purpose." 

General  Jackson's  determination  to  defeat  this 
writ  does  not  stop  with  the  arrest  of  the  Judge.  He 
had  been  informed  that  an  original  order  for  the 
writ  had  been  made  by  the  Judge,  and  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court.  Fearing  that  this  order 
might  in  some  way  interfere  with  his  purpose,  the 
General,  at  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  sends 
one  ol  his  aids  (Major  Choiard)  with  a  written  or- 
der to  the  clerk,  requiring  him  to  give  up  the  ori- 
ginal order  of  the  Judge.  The  clerk  refuses  to 
comply,  but  consents  to  accompany  Major  Chotard 
»o  the  Gcnerars  quartersj  when  the  following  scene 
took  place,  which  I  will  permit  the  clerk  to  describe 
in  his  own  language: 

^TbeGeaeral  abewed  me  a  letter  he^Ad  received  from  Mr. 
Morel,  the  counsel  of  Mr.  Louaflier,  ieforming  him  (the  Gen- 
eral) that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had  issued  in  tl»e  case  of  Lou- 
alHer.  I  told  the  General  that  the  writ  had  not  issued;  he  asked 
mefx*  the  reason.  1  answered,  because  the  mershel  hid  told  mc 
be  Would  not  serve  itoo  the  8aobath;  and  that  it  being  retuma. 
ble  at  11  o'clock  on  Monday,  I  (bought  it  would  be  time  enough  m 
to  issue  it  in  the  morning.  Th«  General  asked  me  if  I  Intended 
to  ieeue  111  I  eaid  thai  it  was  my  d  uiy  lo  do  so,  and  that  it  would 
Isptn.  At  this  the  General  banded  me  a  printed  paper,  which 
he  said  wits  bis  general  order.and  obeerred  that  that  order  would 
show  me  be  would  do  his  duty  also.  The  General  asked  me  for 
tbe  original  order  o(  Judge  Hall  before  mentioned.  It  was  wril- 
tttion  UMi  back  of  Mr.  Looallier's  petition,  and  I  handed  the 
General  the  paper.  Tbe  General  road  tbe  order,  and  also  the 
dffiilavit  of  Mr.  Morel,  which  was  at  the  foot  of  the  peUiion,  and 
obserTed  to  me  that  the  dates  of  both  tlie  order  and  ine  affidavit 
bad  been  altered,  and  asked  what  all  Ibis  juggling  wasabout?  I 
assured  him  there  was  no  joggle,  and  the  reason  of  an  alteration 
in  tbe  d^ies  was  as  I  haTe  stated  abore.  The  General  mention* 
ediomeheahouldkeep  tbepaperinbisownpoasession.  lob- 
•erred  to  him  ibat  there  was  an  order  of  court  that  no  original 
paper  ehooM  be  delivered  out  of  the  office.  The  General  said 
he  should  keep  it  tinder  bis  own  responsibility;  that  it  should  be 
safely  preaerviBd,  and  tbat  be  would  give  me  a  certified  copy  of 
it;  which  be  did."  *^' 

Here  it  is  important  to  observe,  that,  prior  to  this 
interview.  General  Jackson  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  writ  had  issued.  He  was  led  inio  this 
mistake  by  the  letter  from  Mr.  Morel,  stating  that 
the  writ  had  been  awarded.  As  soon  as  the  clerk 
informs  him  that  tbe  writ  had  mot  bcea  inoed^  but 
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.was  still  under  the  control  of  the  clerk,  (he  Gen- 
eral, with  all  that  military  quickness  peculiar  to 
his  character,  perceives  thai  the  writ  is  biili  at 
large.  This  new  difficulty  must  be  overcome;  and 
he  forthwith  seis  to  work  like  a  hero  lo  strangle  the 
writ  in  the  hand  of  the  clerk.  "The  General,"  says 
the  clerk,  "asked  me  if  I  intended  to  i.ssue  it.  I 
said  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  that  I  would 
ibsue  it.  At  this^  the  General  handed  me  a  printed 
paper,  which,  he  said,  was  bis  'general  order:^  and 
observed  that  that  order  would  &how  me  tbat  he  in-' 
tended  to  do  his  duty  also." 

Failing,  by  this  threat,  to  intimidate  the  clerk 
from  issuing  the  writ,  the  General  next  proceeds, 
by  stratagem  hardly  to  be  justified  even  by  the  arbi- 
trary rules  of  martial  law,  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  original  petition  and  order.  At  tne  request  of 
the  General,  the  clerk  hands  him  the  paper  to  read; 
he  refuses  to  return  it,  although  the  clerk  urges 
upon  him  the  rule  of  the  court,  "that  no  original 
paper  should  be  delivered  out  ot  the  office."  He 
replies  that  he  will  keep  it  under  his  own  responsi- 
bility; and  then  despaicnesf  the  clerk  with  a  copy  of 
his  own  record,  the  original  remaining  in  the 
pocket  of  General  Jackson.  But,  sir,  the  case  does 
not  slop  here.  The  General  understood,  from  this 
interview  with  the  cleik,  that,  although  he  had 
shopped  the  Judge,  and  pocketed  the  order,  the  writ 
would,  nevertheless,  issue.  He  therefore  turns  to 
the  marshal,  (who  was  present  with  the  clerk  at 
this  interview,)  and,  after  remarking  that  he  had 
shopped  the  Judge,  said  "that  he  would  treat  any 
person  who  might  improperly  meddle  with  his 
camp  in  the  same  manner  that  he  had  treated  the 
Judge."  Tbe  marshal  further  testifies,  that  it  was 
manifest,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  conversation, 
that  the  General  intended  to  disregard  the  writ. 

These  several  aets  on  the  part  of  General  Jack- 
son; the  sudden  arrest  of  the  Judge  between  the 
test  and  return  of  the  process  the  attempt  to  sup- 
press the  writ  by  intimidating  the  clerk;  the  surrep- 
titious manner  of  obtaining  possession  of  tbe  rec- 
ord; the  threatening  language  to  the  marshal,  and  the 
utter  disregard  of  the  writ  itself,  can  admit  of  but 
one  construction.  They  prove,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  settled  purpose  of  General  Jackson  to  defeat,  by 
means  of  tyrannical  and  irresistible  force,  the  legal 
operation  of  the  habeus  corpus.  And  most  thoroughly 
did  he  succeed  in  his  purpose;  for  he  demolished 
the  court,  bullied  its  officers,  carried  off  its  records, 
and  trampled  beneath  his  feet,  as  so  much  blank 
paper,  its  record  and  seal. 

By  way  of  excusing  these  arbitrary  proceedings — 
for  no  one  even  attempts  to  justify  them^it  is  said 
that  they  were  necessary  to  tbe  miliiarjr^  defence 
of  New  Orleans.  I  might  here  show,  by  incontest- 
able evidence  that  the  city  at  this  time  needed  no 
extraordinary  defence;  that  the  enemy,  defeated 
and  routed  by  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  had 
retired  from  the  city,  and  were  not  to  be  foimd 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles;  that,  in  fact,  the 
war  was  over  and  peace  declared,  and  known  in 
New  Orleans;  and  the  city,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
could  Jiave  been  safely  delended  by  the  same  iMind 
of  sixty  armed  soldiers  who  expended  their  military 
ardor  m  storming  the  house  and  arresting  the  body 
o(  Judge  Hall.  All  this,  however,  is  irrelevant  to 
the  present  inquiry.  Could  any  state  of  things, 
piilitant  or  peaceful,  an  enemy  present  or  absent, 
a  siege  or  a  blockade,  a  victory  or  a  defeat—could 
any  emergency  of  war  render  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  a  city  that  a  judge  should  be  imprisoned 
for  tbe  peaceful  act  of  granting  an  order  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpusl 

Is  there  anything  in  that  act  which  could  possi- 
bly affect  the  defence  of  a  cityl  Could  the  impris- 
onment of  Judge  Hall  add  to  the  strength  of  ram- 
parisl  Would  iis  baUlements  be  enlarged,  or  its 
towers  strengthened,  by  the  incarceration  of  his 
body?  Were  the  seizure  of  the  record  and  the 
duress  of  the  clerk  necessary  military  movements 
of  defencel 

This  writ  was  directed  to  General  Jackson,  and 
upon  him  it  was  served;  he  had  the  custody  of  the 
person  for  whose  benefit  it  issued,  and  it  was  with- 
in his  option  either  to  have  the  body  before  the 
Judge,  according  to  the  command  of  the  writ,  or  to 
return  that  the  safety  of  the  city  required  tbe  reten- 
tion of  the  prisoner.  If  he  had  taken  the  latter 
course,  we  might,  then  with  propriety  discuss  the 
other  question  which  has  been  agitated  here,  (but 
which  is,  in  my  opinion,  irrelevant  to  the  case,) — 
the  legality  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Louallier. 
But,  sir,  he  determines  to  take  neither  of  these 
courses.   Not  satisfied  with  disobeying  the  writ 
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and  detaining  the  prisoner,  and  with  neglecting  to 
give  any  excuse  or  reason  for  the  detention,  he  Im- 
prisoned the  Judffe  also.  The  only  excuse  Gener- 
al Jackson  coutd  allegis  for  disobeying  the  wrilt, 
was  the  urgent  necessity  of  retaining  nis  custody 
over  Louallier:  having  determined  to  retain  him, 
his  whole  object  was  accomplished.  Where  was 
the  necessity  of  taking  the  other  stepi  Assuming 
supreme  power,  under  what  he  called  martial  law, 
over  all  the  civil  authorities,  and  surrounded  by  a 
victorious  army  obedient  to  his  will,  Louallier  was 
as  secure  under  bis  custody  after  as  before  the  issu- 
ing of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  Tbe  imprison- 
ment of  Louallier  could  not  be  rendered  less  secure 
by  the  liberty  of  Judge  Hall.  Where,  then.  I  ask, 
was  the  necessitjr  for  this  wanton  and  cruel  act  of 
oppression  1  Neither  the  safety  of  the  city  nor.  the 
security  of  the  prisoner  required  it;  and  the  onW 
reason  that  can  be  assigned  for  this  proceeding  is 
tbe  one  I  have  named— an  arbitrary  determination 
on  the  part  of  General  Jackson  to  defeat  any  fur- 
ther proceeding  upon  the  habeas  corpus. 

The  minority  report,  which  accompanies  this 
bill,  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  touch  the  true  point  ia 
this  case.  That  refort  merely  attempts  to  e^cose 
and  justify  General  Jackson  for  the  arrest  and  d^ 
tention  of  Mr.  Louallier.  It  mys  not  a  word  about 
the  arrest  of  the  Judge,  nor  offers  the  slightest  apol- 
ogy for  the  contempt  offered  to  the  court.  The 
question  is  stated  in  ihe  report  as  follows: 

^Tbia  question,  howerer,  hariog  been  introduced  ty  the 
comisittee,  the  undeislgned  submits,  that.  In  time  of  war  and 
of  imminent  public  <3anger,  It  may  be  the  datv  of  the  comman* 
der  to  arrest  those  regarded  as  traitors,  spies,  or  mutineers, 
within  tbe  limits  of  his  camp— especially  in  cases  where  It  was 
obvioue  to  him  thai  bie  refusal  to  e xereiae  eoch  powei  wewid 
inrolre  the  disbanding  of  hia  forces,  the  defeat  of  hie  army, 
and  the  surrender  of  that  army,  and  of  the  ceuntrY  wbkb  (• 
was  bound  to  defend.  Tbe  alternative,  as  be  folfy  beliered, 
was  to  make  tbe  arrest  or  tbe  abandoameiit  of  ble  coQAtry** 
etandard,  and  tbe  surrender  of  one  of  ber  grcstest  eit^e  to  a 
powerful  enemy*  whose  motto  of  victory  invoked  indisoriml* 
Date  plunder  and  licenUooe  outrage.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
should  he  make  the  arreet  and  sare  the  country?  To  diis 
qoeetftNii  there  will  be  but  one  response  from  the  bean  of  eveiy 
true  American  patriot.'' 

Now,  sir,  as  one  of  the  American  people,  my 
heart  fully  responds  to  the  sentiment,  tbat,  in  time 
of  war  and  of  imminent  public  danger,  it  may  be 
the  duty  of  the  commander  to  arrest  traitors,  sfiw, 
and  mutineers,  within  the  limits  of  his  camp.  I 
would  even  go  further,  and  exctise  the  General  for 
hanging  traitors  and  spies  under  such  circam- 
siances.  But  we  must  not  confuse  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  the  patriot  with  the  traitor,  even  to 
add  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  General  Jackson. 
Was  Judge  Hall  a  traitor, or  a  spy,  or  a  mutineert 
Is  there  a  fact  or  a  circumstance,  stated  in  that  re- 
port, or  anywhere  else,  implicating  him  in  either 
of  these  high  crimesi  The  imprisonment  of  Looal- 
lier,  the  circumstances  under  which  itwasBMMle, 
and  the  reasons  for  its  continuance,  are  distinct 
matters  from  the  imprisonment  of  Judge  Hall:  the 
former  may  be  excused,  and  even  justified,  without 
at  all  affecting  the  legality  of  the  latter.  May  not 
a  man  be  legally  imprisoned,  and  yet  a  judge  be 
permitted  to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  his  duress,  without  sob- 
jecting  himself  to  the  penalties  of  the  crime  which 
rests  upon  the  prisoner! 

*  The  law  (says  this  report)  which  jusdfied  Uiie  act  was  the 
great  law  of  selfdefeoce:  U  was  Uie  law  of  neceasiiy .» 

Whatactl  The  arrest  of  Judge  Halll  No.  Tbe 
honorable  gentleman  who  made  the  report  does 
not  mean  that  arbitrary  proceeding.  He  could 
find  no  necessity  so  urgent,  no  self-defence  so 
pressing,  as  to  legalize,  under  any  code  of  law. 
civil  or  martial,  an  act  so  destructive  to  personal 
security  and  civil  liberty. 

Did  these  several  acts  on  the  part  of  General 
Jackson  amount  to  a  contempt  of  courti  To 
answer  this  question  satisfactorily,  we  must  ascer- 
tain what  constitutes  this  offence.  The  best  au- 
thorities in  the  law  de.scribe  it  as  follows: 

**A  contempt  Is  a  disobedience  to  the  court,  er  an  <K>^oaiof  or 
despising  the  anUtority,  Justice,  or  digniiy  thereof.  It.eom- 
monly  consists  in  a  party's  dotng  otberwife  than  he  is  Mitotoed 
to  d(s  or  not  doing  what  he  le  commanded  or  required  by  lh« 
procoM,  order,  or  decree  of  the  court.    Bometimee  h  arifasby 


we  or  more,  Uieir  oppoeinf  or  disturbing  the  ezecuUonor 
service  of  the  process  of  the  court,  or  osh)g  force  to  tba 
party  that  aervea  it;  sometlmee  by  using  words  importing 
korn,  reproach,  or  diminution  of  tbe  court,  ita  process,  or- 
ders, omcera,  or  mioliters,  upon  executing  such  proce«  or 
orders." 

The  authority  to  restrain  and  punish  in  a  sum- 
mary way  acts  of  this  nature,  is  essential  to  the 
existence  of  every  court  It  is  part  of  the  law  of 
its  judicial  lift  necessary  to  its  self-preservation.  It 
is  the  right  tp  lesiit  or  pimish,  on  the  ^,  tna 
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without  delay,  any  insalt  or  act  calculated  to  dis« 
tiirb  or  restrain  its  judicial  action  in  a  cause  dr 
proceeding  depending.  The  law  of  contempt  em- 
Draces  the  right  to  maintain  the  honor  and  order  of 
the  court;  to  protect  its  officers  in  the  legal  discharge 
of  their  duty,  to  preserve  its  records^  or  to  defend 
its  process  and  writs,  in  their  service  or  return, 
against  insult  or  violence. 

If  we  deny  to  a  coqrt  this  power  of  self-protec- 
tion,  the  ohstioacy  or  the  violence  of  any  one  man 
may  at  any  moment  stop  the  proceedings  in  a  cause, 
bar  the  doors  of  your  courts^  and  break  up  the  ad- 
ministration of  law  and  justice. 

Was  not  that  the  result  in  the  ease  before  usi  A 
legal  proceeding  had  been  commenced — a  writ 
issued  under  the  authority  and  seal  of  the  court,  and 
made  returnable  at  a  certain  time  and  place.  The 
object  of  the  writ  required  that  it  should  be  execut- 
ed with  as  little  delay  as  possible;  its  purposes  being 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  imprisonment  of  a 
citizen,  who  alleged  that  he  was  illegally  deprived 
of  his  liberty. 

Now,  sir,  if  a  person,  conscious  that  these  pro- 
ceedings are  in  progress,  and  desirous  of  defeating 
them,  wrests  from  the  hands  of  the  clerk  the  oider 
and  petition  upon  which  the  proceedings  are  found- 
ed, and,  between  the  test  and  return,  seizes  with 
armed  force  and  imprisons  the  jadge  who  issued 
the  writ,  and  thus  prevents  him  from  Ming  present 
to  hear  the  parties  on  the  return  day,  is  ne  not 
guilty  of  a  gross  contempt?  If  this  be  not  con- 
tempt of  court,  then,  alas!  are  our  courts  beneath 
contempt. 

This  is,  in  fact,  something  more  than  a  con- 
tempt. For  a  contempt  is  seldom  so  outrageoas  as 
to  arrive  the  tribunal  of  its  existence;  but  here 
the  blow  was  so  fierce  and  fatal,  that  the  whole 
court,  with  all  its  functions  and  faculties,  judicial, 
ministerial,  and  executive,  together  with  its  record, 
process,  and  seal— all  fell  paralyzed  in  death  be- 
neath the  arm  of  the  hero  of  New'Orleans. 

Thus  far  1  have  spoken  only  of  the  outftge  to 
the  Judge— of  the  contempt  to  the  court.  These, 
trnjustifiable  as  they  are»  mifrht  have  been  excused 
by  an  indulgent  and  grateful' people;  but  there  is 
exposed  by  these  proceedings  a  still  deeper  outrage, 
and  a  still  higher  contempt— an  outrage  against  the 
Constitution,  a  contempt  of  the  writ  o[  habeas  carpus. 
I  could  forgive  much,  in  consideration  of  the  mil- 
itary services  of  General  Jackson;  but  who  that  re- 
veres the  institutions  of  his  country  can  sanction  a 
wanton  b  reach  of  its  Constitationi  Who  that  loves 
liberty  can  excuse  the  blow  that  strikes  down  the 
bulwarks  of  its  defence? 

In  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  a  Gk>vem- 
meat  founded  upon  liberty  and  law,  principles, 
and  sometimes  things,  are  of  more  importance  than 
men.  Thousands  of  lives  were  sacHnced  to  obtain 
our  Constitution.  Our  ancestors  contended  for 
years,  amidst  revolutions  and  persecutions  in  the 
field  and  in  the  Senate,  for  the  establishment  of  that 
peat  instrument  of  English  liberty— the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus;  and  shall  we,  their^escendants,  yield 
both  these  proud  trophies  of  patriotism  to  the  in- 
satiable ambition  ana  craving  vanity  ofonemani 
Gen.  Jackson,  in  the  vigor  of  his  youth,  was  willing 
to  sacrifice  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country;  and 
does  he  now,  in  old  age,  grudge  a  thousand  pieces 
of  silver,  expended  in  irindication  of  a  principle,  de- 
prived of  which*  his  country  would  not  be  worth 
defending? 

Our  fathers,  mindful  of  the  history  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  C4frpus^  and  duly  appreciating  its  importance 
in  the  protection  of  personal  and  civil  liberty  against 
the  aggressions  of  arbitrary  power,  did,  ito  and  by 
the  Constitution,  secure  the  privilege  of  this  writ 
to  every  American  citizen  in  the  following  words: 

'The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  ha6ea$  corpus  ehall  not  be 
•nepended,  unleee  when,  Jn  cas«e  of  rebellion  or  invarion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  \U* 

Mark  the  words,  *^ihe  privilege  of  the  wrifl"— a 
known  right,  a  common  irercgative,  used  and  en- 
joyed by  the  people  before  ard  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and  which  that  instru- 
ment does  not  grant,  but  merely  preserves.  The 
power  to  suspend  this  great  common-law  privilege 
IS  reserved  to  Congress,  the  Representatives  of  the 
people;  and  even  then  their  control  over  it  is  limit- 
ed to  two  emergencies— rebellion  or  invasion;  and 
not  even  then,  unless  the  public  safety  require  it. 

Oflitt'e  value  would  be  that  constitutionally  pre- 
served privilege,  if  the  power  to  suspend  it  is  left 
in  the  hands  of  every  commander  in  our  army  and 
navy,  to  be  exercised  according  to  his  judgment  or 
whim^  neither  the  E:iecm4ve,  the  commander-in- 


chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  judge  who  issues 
the  writ— no,  not  even  the  sovereign  people,  for 
whose  benefit  this  privilege  is  reservea,  have  the 
power  to  suspend  it;  Congress,  and  Congress  alone, 
can  do  it. 

This  is  acknowledged  by  all.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  there  is  a  law  suf^or  to  the  Constitution — the 
law  of  war,  called  martial  lawl  Do  gentlemen 
mean  to  say  that  a  declaration  of  war  abrogates  the 
Constitution?  Was  not  our  Constitution  made  for 
war  as  well  as  for  peace?  Is  its  potency  only  to 
be  felt  in  the  quiet  unresisting  times  of  peace,  but 
lost  amid  the  din  of  arms  and  shouts  of  victory?  It 
would,  indeed,  be  an  ill-constructed  instrument  for 
the  government  of  a  free  people,  if  it  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  property,  the  liberty, 
and  the  life  of  a  citizen  at  a  time  when  all  these 
rights  demand  the  most  efficient  support,  and  re- 
quire the  most  powerful  protection. 

But  thin  martial  law— what  is  it?  What  its  defi- 
nition? From  whence  does  it  proceed,  and  what 
are  its  limits? 

This  thing  called  martial  law  once  had  a  kind 
of  existence  m  England.  It  was  felt,  but  not  seen, 
dwelling  in  the  dark  corners  of  the  star-chamber, 
seizing  citizens  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
dragging  them  off  to  be  tried  and  executed  by  arm- 
ed men;  in  its  character,  half  military,  half  civil— a 
court-martial  for  trial  of  civil  offenccb. 

So  ill-shapen,  so  monstrous,  i<o  undefinable  was^ 
this  law,  that  Judge  Blackstone,  who  could,  in  one 
short  sentence,  define  the  municipal  law  of  Eng- 
land, found  himself  utterly  at  fault  in  describing  the 
martial  law,  and  contents  himself  by  telling  us  that 
it  \s  the  absence  of  aU  law.  If  I  should  undertake 
to  define  this  law,  it  would  be  by  reversing  Jud^ 
Blackstone's  definition  of  municipal  law,  to  wit: 
"Martial  law  has  %o  rule  of  action,  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  supreme  power  of  the  State,  neither 
commanding  what  is  right,  nor  prohibiting  what  is 
wrong" 

If  by  this  law  is  meant  that  code  of  laws  which 
govern  men  in  arms — the  rules  and  regulations  of 
an  army  and  navy — we  all  understand  it.  But  when 
you  claim  for  this  law  a  supremacy  over  the  Con- 
stitution; when  you  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the 
citizen— over  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
private  individual,  and  subject  him  and  all  his 
rights  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  will  or  whim 
of  a  military  commander — you  present  a  monster,  a 
tyrant,  under  whose  government  no  freeman  could 
live  in  safety  for  an  hour. 

General  Jackson  seems  to  have  been  under  the 
impression  that  this  consthutional  privilege  was 
only  to  be  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace;  that  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  a  tame,  quiet  process,  to  be 
sent  to  county  jaib,  and  only  obligatory  upon  sher- 
ifl&  and  turnkeys;  but  upon  a  major  general,  whose 
camp  is  a  city,  and  whose  only  law  isn  camp  order, 
enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet!  what  avail 
parchments,  writs,  and  paper  constitutions?  Shall 
the  soldier  yield  to  the  civil  marshal?  Shall  the 
general  yield  to  the  judge? 

General  Jackson 'forgot,  at  the  time,  the  history 
of  that  writ.  Yon,  sir,  know  that  it  had  its  origin 
in  war  and  civil  commotion,  when,  under  pretence 
of  an  urgent  necessity  and  public  safety,  m^n  were 
seized  by  armed  soldiers,  thrown  into  prison,  and 
kept  there,  unheard  and  untried,  by  the  mere  man* 
date  of  the  King. 

That  man  Jenks,  whose  imprisonment  was  one 
of  the  immediate  causes  that  produced  the  famous 
act  of  habeas  carpus^  was  a  citizen  of  London,  on 
the  popular  or  factious  side.  He  was  committed 
hy  the  King  in  council,  for  a  mutinous  speech  in 
Guildhall.  The  Chancellor,  on  an  application  for 
a  habeas  cortms^  declined  to  issue  it  during  the  vaca- 
liom  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench 
made  so  many  difficuUies  about  issuing  the  writ,  that 
Jenks  lay  in  prison  several  weeks.  This  arbitrary 
imprisonment  of  an  humble  citizen  of  London  ex- 
cited the  spirit  of  liberty  throughout  all  England; 
and  notwithstanding  the  mandate  of  the  King  in 
council,  and  the  craven  prevarication  of  the  Qhan- 
cellor  and  of  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Commons  of 
England  never  rested  until  they  had  secured  by  law 
an  effectual  remedy  against  any  future  outrage 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  That  remedy  has, 
since  that  day,  been  sacredly  preserved  as  a  gre£t 
landmark  in  the  progressive  advancement  of  civil 
liberty.  It  has  been  called  the  second  Magna  Char- 
ts of  English  righu:.  Our  fathers  brought  it  with 
them  as  a  cherished  jewel;  they  re-enacted  it  in 
every  State  Legislature;  they  embodied  it  in  the 
Constitution  pf  the  Unlon^  and  there  U  now  stimds, 


stereotyped  forever,  in  these-  words:  "TTie  fd?. 
ilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shaUr  noi  betas- 
pended." 

From  the  time  when  the  coqimaiis  of  EaglaBd 
triumphed  over  the  arbitrary  martial-law  power  d 
the  crown — from  the  day  of  the  enact  mem  of  (k 
habeas  corpus,  in  the  reign  of  Charks  the  8c^ 
ond— from  the  formation  of  our  Const jtorioa-- 
through  all  the  commotions,  revololioDs,  and  van 
in  England  and  in  America— no  King,  no Presidai, 
no  popular  military  chielUin  ever  ventured  to  tm- 

Eend,  even  for  an  nour,  the  privilege  of  the  wri  of 
abeas  corpus,  until  General  Jackaon,  on  the  5(k 
of  March,  1815,  and  in  the  39th  year  of  oar  iade- 
pendence,  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility. 

This  case  stands  alone.  For  one  bnndred  mi 
fifty  years  has  this  writ  been  revered  asikegaaidai 
spirit  of  human  liberty,  pursuing  unmolested  tk 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  commandin^rohedfeiioe  ftom^ 
every  authority,  entering  every  prison,  desceod 
into  every  dungeon,  and,  through  grated  doors; 
arms  of  steel,  brfnging  forth  the  prisones,  tegdher 
with  the  cause  of  his  imprisonmeot,  to  tbelij^<^ 
day. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  can  we,  the  Senate  of  the  Ua^ 
States,  existing  by  and  actinj^  under  the  Conaiia- 
tion,  excuse,  and  thereby  justify,  this  snupfTwioB  d 
the  habeas  corpus?  No,  sir,  we  cannot:  we  dan 
not.  I  would  do  anything  for  General  Jacksa 
rather  than  this.  Erect  monuments,  maketriaapk< 
al  arches,  build  temples  in  honor  of  the  gbrioia 
victory  at  New  Orleans;  but  I  cannot  sacrifice  a 
great  constitutional  principle— a  principle  mon 
valuable  to  this  people  than  a  himdred  cfties^  bh^ 
glorious  than  a  thousand  victories. 

Why  is  this  measure  ur^ed  upon  Congreai  ju 
at  this  time?  AAer  sleepmg  for  a  quarter  of  i 
century,  this  claim  suddenly  awak^  as  byt^ 
touch  or  a  magician's  wand;  the  whole  comtiy  l» 
comes  agitated  with  an  anxious  sense  of  joaice, 
brooking  no  delay.  The  public  treasure  groaastii 
be  delivered  of  the  fine  money;  and  General  Jtd- 
son  and  ms  friends  can  live  no  longer  under  tfee 
foul  imputation  of  the  sentence.  Why  this  soddea 
outbreak  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  sensHxBtjl 
Were  not  all  the  facts  of  the  case  as  well  kaovt 
twelve  years  ago,  as  they  areai  the  present  momeai^. 
Has  delay  advanced  the  validity  or  the  daiml  Has 
neglect  aroused  our  gratitude?  Has  time  m»]e  tk 
outrage  more  glaring? 

Passing  over  the  eight  years  of  General  Jack< 
Son's  administration,  (during  which  a  sense  of  ddi- 
cacy  might  forbid  iaction  upon  this  soi^ect,)  horn 
can  we  account  for  the  silence  of  Mr.  Van  oam. 
during  the  four  jrears  of  his  administration!  De 
his  keen  eye  not  perceive  this  stain  upon  the  char- 
acter of  his  great  benefactor?  Was  bis  gntitode 
so  obtuse  that  it  could  not  give  a  word  or  a  la: 
that  the  thing  wonld  be  ajg;reeable?  Or  was  itt^ 
having  glory  enough  in  those  days,  this  little  lastter 
of  the  thousand  dollars  fine  was  laid  by  lor  a  seasoi 
of  scarcity? 

I  believe  I  know  that  this  measure  has  bereasd 
elsewhere  many  honest  supporters.  The  hoDora* 
ble  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  introduced  ihebOl, 
has  too  much  sincerity  and  honesty  of  chanaei 
ever  to  advocate  a  measure  here  which  be  does 
not  believe  to  be  right  and  just.  Yet,  sir,  from  aJl 
that  I  have  seen  and  heard,  I  cannot  divest  dts^ 
of  the  impression  that  a  certain  aspirant  to  the  ^ 
idency  is  attempting,  through  this  measure,  to  o» 
once  more  the  name  and  iniluence  of  Gen.  Jacksa 
to  obtain  a  second  time  the  object  of  his  ambitke- 
Having  once  been  warmed  and  illuminated  bjrtk 
meridian  infiuencesof  his  glorious  predecessor,^ 
has,  during  a  short  eclipse,  been  examining  vb^ 
telescopic  accuracy,  the  clouded  face  of  the  gr«J 
luminary,  to  discover,  if  he  could,  some  little  spot 
from  which  might  be  elicited  a  solitary  ray  of  T^ 
fleeted  glory. 

In  oraer  to  get  al  this  little  matter  of  glmifica- 
tion,  the  life  and  history  of  the  oM  hero  have  been 
conned  over  to  find,  if  possible,  some  dubkras  poii 
of  ofiicial  conduct— some  unjustisfied  act — some  on- 
varnished  spot,  a  vanity  not  satisfied,  an  insult  us- 
avengedr  and,  at  last,  this  matter  of  the  fine  is  fixed 
upon  as  an  ofiensive  object  in  the  picture,  and  «( 
are  called  upon  to  varnish  it  over  by  legislative  a- 
actment.  Let  me  say  to  the  friends  c^  Gen.  Jack- 
son, you  are  not  true  limners;  you  will  spoi]  tiit 
painting  by  this  varnish.  It  is  these  rough  foa» 
and  dark  shades  that  give  character  and  indiridv- 
ality  to  the  picture.  Smooth  them  down,  or  gii 
them  over,  and  it  will  no  longer  bea  true  MkeMEs  of 
poor  trnpow^mf-tataif  bero.    It  Itt^iter Miil 
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parties  ihat  we  leave  this  matter  as  the  history  of 
the  times  records  it.  Let  the  controversy  between 
the  civil  and  military  power — between  the  Gteneral 
and  the  Judge — remain  settled  as^  it  is  by  the  record. 
It  is  well  seuled,  and  we  cannot  alter  it  if  we  would. 
The  hero  General  met  the  hero  Judge  in  sharp 
conflict:  the  General  imprisoned  the  Judge,  and  the 
Judge  fined  the  General;  the  one  lost  his  liberty,  the 
other  his  money.  Wc  cannot  now  readjust  the  mat- 
ter apOD  equal  terms.  You  may  gratify  the  feelings 
of  Gteoeral  Jackson  by  returning  this  nne;  but  what 
becomes  of  the  outrage  upon  the  Judgel  Is  there 
no  sympathy  for  his  wrongsl  Dragged  from  his 
boose  hv  armed  men;  marched  through  the  public 
streets;  branded  with  crime;  the  object  of  scorn  and 
contempt;  imprisoned,  and  then  banished  as  an  out- 
lawed traitor — his  wron^  have  never  been  redress- 
ed. JElEe  went  down  to  his  grave  an  injured  and  in- 
sulted man,  long  to  be  remembered  for  his  unequal 
contest  with  the  nero  of  New  Orleans.  Not  so  with 
Genera]  Jackson.  This  petty  fine,  this  sentence  of 
contempt,  now  remembered  by  him  with  so  much 
soreness,  was  unheeded  at  the  time,  amidst  the 
shouts  of  his  triumph;  and  was,  for  a  while,  forgot- 
ten, in  the  enjoyment  of  those  high  honors  bestowed 
upon  him  bjr  his  grateful  country.  Yet  his  fi  lends 
are  not  satisfied.  The  record  of  this  sentence  is 
still  in  existeiK:e.  After  twenhreight  years  of  glo- 
ry won  and  enjoyed  in  other  fields,  they  now  pro- 
pose to  conduct  their  hero,  with  all  Congress  in  his 
train,  back  to  the  first  field  of  his  triumph,  New  Or- 
leans; not  to  celebrate  his  victory  over  the  enemies 
of  bis  country,  but  rather  to  sanction  his  triumph 
over  the  )aws  and  Constitution  of  our  Republic;  and 
the  grand  ceremony  of  this /^/^  will  be  to  tear  in 
fragments,  over  the  grave  of  Oominick  A.  Hall,  this 
record — the  only  monument  left  us  of  an  independent 
and  upright  judge.  I,  for  one,  will  have  no  part  in 
the  ps^ant. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  BARNARD, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
Jh  the  Hou9e  of  Repreaentativea,  February  20, 
1843— In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to  treas- 
ury notes. 

Mr.  Barnard  offered  to  add  to  that  bill,  by 
way  of  amendment,  the  substance  of  a  bill  laid  on 
the  table  some  lime  since  by  him,  and  printed,  and 
which,  at  the  time,  he  had  proposed  to  offer  as  a 
substitute  for  the  exchequer  till  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  currency,  (Mr.  Cusbing's  bill,)  when- 
ever that  bill  should  be  taken  up.  Mr.  Barnard's 
bill,  now  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  treasury 
note  bill,  was  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary o\  the  Treasury  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  of  State 
banks,  and  to  adopt  an  equal  amount  of  currency, 
which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  Qovern- 
mcnt  dues." 

This  amendment  having  been  received — 

Mr.  BARNARD  addressed  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  On  the  whole,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
that  any  more  fit  occasion  for  bringing  forward  the 
provisional  measuie  on  thesubject  of  the  currency 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  could  well 
be  presented,  than  that  which  is  now  offered;  and  I 
have  felt  oblieed,  therelure,  to  decline  the  appeal 
made  to  me  by  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Fillmors,] 
that  I  would  forbear  to  press  this  measure  at  the 
present  lime.  I  mast  insist  on  embracing  this  occa- 
sion to  discharge  myself  of  a  great  public  duty; 
and,  having  a  very  'distinct  notion  of  what  this 
House  owes  to  the  country  on  the  subject  which  I 
have  now  brought  to  its  notice,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  let  this  (^portunity  slip  of  exacting  from  it 
some  action  m  reeard  to  that  subject.  It  wiU  not 
do  to  say  that  my  bill  is  not  germane  to  the  subject 
before  tne  committee.  The  two  subjects  are  inti- 
mately related.  Nor  will  the  plea  of  lack  of  time 
avail  anything.  If  there  is  time  to  perpetuate  an 
issue  of  twelve  millions  of  treasury  notes,  for  the 
relief  of  the  treasury— which  is  what  the  bill  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  proposes— there  is  time  to 
consider  a  nroposition  for  changing  the  form  of 
that  indebtedness — which  is  what  my  bill  proposers, 
with  the  advantage  of  snpplving  to  the  country,  by 
means  of  that  cnange  or  form,  what  the  country 
now  so  much  needs,  and  so  imperatively  demands 
*«iin  ^mple,  and  %  safe,  soond,  and  t^ifonp  nftUoi)- 


al  currency.  It  will  not  do  to  say,  as  we  have 
heard  said  and  repeated  this  morning,  that  the  pub- 
lic business  must  first  be  done— as  if  there  were  no 
other  public  business  than  the  passing  of  appropri- 
ation bills,  and  bills  to  issue  or  perpetuate  treasurji^ 
notes.  Sir,  this  which  I  propose  is  public  business, 
and  public  business  of  some  consequence  too;  and, 
if  gentlemen  are  not  sensible  of  the  fact  now,  they 
may  be  made  s0,.perhaps,  when  our  conmion  inas- 
ter,  the  people,  come  to  reckon  with  us  on  the  sub- 
ject. In  the  condition  in  which  the  monetary  and 
business  affairs  of  this  Government  and* of  this 
country  now  are,  and  have  been  for  a  considerable 
period,  no  one  thing  can  be  named  of  such  indis- 
pensable necessity  as  the  restoration  of^  a  sound 
and  uniform  national  currency.  It  is  the  vital  air 
to  the  body  politic-^an  indispensable  re<|uisite  to 
its  healthy  existence.  It  may,  in  my  opmion,  be 
now,  at  once,  procured  and  restored,  by  a  very  sim- 
ple and  a  very  safe  financial  measure,  which,  for 
Itself,  and  without  reference  to  the  matter  of  ctur- 
rency,  is  strongly  demanded  by  the  condition  of 
the  treasury « 

The  bill  of  the  Ways  and  Means  is  professedly 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  treasury:  and  it  proposes 
that  relief  through  the  old  mode  (become  so  hack- 
neyed within  the  last  six  years)  of  treasury  notes. 
This  is  the  ready  resort  and  panacea  prescribed  in 
these  latter  times,  for  all  the  distempers  of  our  ex- 
hausted exchequer.  Whenever  this  abused  patient 
of  ours— victim,  as  he  has  been,  of  alternate  pleth- 
ora and  inanition — shows  symptoms  of  collapse 
or  syncope,  forthwith  he  is  to  be  blown  up,  like  a 
bladder,  with  treasury  notes.  Treasury  notes  are 
his  hartshorn  and  his  lavender;  they  nave  recov- 
ered.  him  from  many  a  heart-sickness  and  deadly 
swoon,  within  the  last  six  years;  and  it  is  really 
surprising  how  their  virtues  hold  out.  considering 
how  frequently,  and  almost  constantly,  they  have 
been  resorted  to  and  applied.  Sir,  1  have  never 
yet,  I  believe,  voted  for  a  treasury-note  bill.  I 
might  do  so,  without  any  direct  violation  of  con- 
science or  principle,  if  I  could  see  a  proper  case  or 
exigency  for  a  measure  of  the  sort.  They  might 
be  used,  as  exchequer  bills  are  used  in  England,  to 
anticipate  incoming  revenue;  but  Uiev  ought  not 
to  be  lightly  resorted  to,  to  take  the  place  of  rev- 
enue, or  as  a  mode  of  borrowing  for  the  support  of 
Government,  especially  in  time  of  peace.  They 
have  DOW  been  thus  employed  for  almost  six  years 
uninterruptedly.  They  were  so  used  by  the  last 
Administration,  against  which  we  Whigs  earnest- 
ly remonstrated;  and,  coming  into  legislative  power, 
we  Whigs  have  adopted  and  continued  the  prac- 
tice— with  how  much  more  urgent  necessity  on  ofir 
part,  the  country  will  determine.  And  it  is  now 
proposed  to  employ  still  further  this  means  of  rais- 
ing the  wind  for  the  treasury;  it  is  proposed  to 
give  authority  to  the  treasury  to  reissue  the  whole 
batch  of  treasury  notes  now  outstandlng^-some 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  more  or  less — as  they 
may  be  paid  in  for  dues,  or  come  in  for  redemp- 
tion. Tne  greater  part  are  already  past  due,  and 
do  not  come  in  for  payment,  only  because  we  have 
added  to  our  promise  to  pay  interest  on  them  till 
due — which  was  the  footing  on  which  they  origin- 
ally stood — a  promise  to  pay  interest  on  them  till 
redeemed.  And  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  add 
the  like  promise  in  regard  to  the  rest  and  residue 
of  the  outstanding  notes.  Sir,  I  do  not  like  this 
Jeremy-Diddle r  way  of  supporting  this  Gtovem- 
raent.  These  notes,  every  one  of  them,  were  is- 
sued payable  in  one  year  from  date,  and  it  con- 
cerned the  credit  and  honor  of  the  Government 
that  they  should  have  been  promptly  met  at  matu- 
rity. This  subsequent  promise  of  pacing  interest, 
to  prevent  the  holders  irom  demandmg  payment 
of  the  principal — this  purchase,  in  market  overt,  of 
the  lenity  and  forbearance  of  our  creditors^-is  not 
the  sort  of  transaction  that  I,  for  one^  can  take  any 
pride  in,  as  an  American  citizen.  If  the  Govern- 
ment unhappily  could  do  no  better,  why.  very  well; 
and  I  hope  tnere  has  been  more  actual  necessity 
for  this  sort  of  proceeding  than  I  have  been  able  to 
discover.  At  any  rate,  coming,  as  the  renewed 
proposition  does,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  shall  not  set  myself  up  against  it;  though 
it  must  be  carried,  if  at  all,  by  otner  votes  than  mine. 
1  have  not  moved  to  strike  out  the  bill  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  and  substitute  mine  for  it:  I  propose 
my  bill  as  an  amendment,  to  be  added  to  theirs; 
they  will  consist  very  well  with  each  other  in  the 
same  enactment.  If  my  plan  should  chance  to  be 
adopted,  and  then  it  should  be  found  that  the  State 

bank)s  should  refuse  \o  lend  us  mone^  on  t))e  te^sn^ 


proposed,  the  treasurer  would  still  have  the  treasury 
notes  to  resort  to;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
banks  should  assent  to  our  terms  and  lend  us  the 
money,  there  would  not  only  be  no  necessity  for 
any  reissue  of  treasury  notes,  but  all  the  outstand« 
ing  notes  might  be  promptly  redeemed.  The  bill 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  is,  as  I  have  said,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  treasury.  So  is  mine;  and,  I 
venture  to  think,  much  the  more  important  and  ne- 
cessary bill  of  the  two.  not  only  for  tne  relief  of  the 
treasuiy,  but  for  the  lelief  of  the  country  also. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  free  to  confess-*-ia- 
deed,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood-^bat  my  main 
purpose  is  to  procure,  by  the  plan  I  propose,  a  cui» 
rency  of  national  import  and  character  for  the 
country.  This  is  the  great  want  of  tjie  country* 
Upon  this  question,  more  than  any  other,  the  politic 
cal  revolution  of  1840  turned.  The  Whig  party 
came  into  power  upon  the  solemn  promise  and 
pledge  to  give  the  country  a  sound  national  cnr« 
rency.  The  general  expectation  was,  that  this  was 
to  be  done  by  means  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  mode,  however,  was  not  so  much 
dwelt  upon;  it  was  the  object  and  the  thing  that 
was  chiefly  discussed,  promised,  and  expected.  The 
local  currencies  were  in  the  most  deranged  condi- 
tion; the  utmost  confusion  reigned  in  the  exchanges; 
the  regular  flow  of  business  was  obstructed  and  in- 
terrupted in  all  its  channels.  There  was  stagna- 
tion,  and  distress,  and  ruin  evenrwhere.  It  was 
universally  felt  that  the  process  of*^  restoration  must 
begin  at  Washin^n.  It  was  this  Federal  Govern* 
ment  which  had  brought  on  all  this  mischief,  by  its 
unhallowed  war  on  the  best  currency  the  world 
ever  saw,  and  which  had  then  coolly  turned  its 
back  on  the  confusion  and  desolation  it  had  crea- 
ted, and  declared  that  it  did  not  belong  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  have  anything  to  do  with  cdrrency  and 
exchanges.  The  demand  of  the  people  was,  that 
it  should  have  ^mething  to  do  with  this  subject; 
and  that  demand  was  uttered  with  the  voice  or  au- 
thority, and  in  tones  of  thunder.  They  called  on 
the  name  of  the  Whig  party,  which  they  clothed 
with  the  ensigns  of  political  power,  and  command- 
ed them  to  go  promptly  to  the  work  of  relief  and 
restoration.  And  we  promised  to  do  it.  The  cotm- 
try  must  have  a  sonna  and  imlform  national  cur- 
rency, and  we  promised  that  it  should  be  supplied. 
This  was  the  only  way  to  bring  order,  regularity, 
and  safety  out  of  the  confusion  and  rottenness  which 
prevailed  in  the  local  currencies  and  in  the  ex- 
changes; and  we  promised  it  should  be  done.  Be- 
fore God,  and  many  a  cloud  of  witnesses^  we  made 
this  solemn  engagement.  There  was  one  condi- 
tion, and  one  only,  annexed,  by  necessary  implica- 
tion, to  this  engagement  The  nii>de  of  reaching 
and  accomplishing  the  object  must  be  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution,  and  to  our  own  well- 
nnderstood  principles.  We  were  not  bound  to  vio- 
late either  the  Constitution  or  our  own  consciences; 
but  we  were  bound  to  accomplish  the  object,  only 
leaving  these  intact. 

And,  Mr.  Chairman,  never  was  a  great  duty  en- 
tered upon  with  more  alacrity, resolution,  and  zeaL 
Never  was  there  a  more  honest  endeavor  to  per- 
form an  honest  undertaking  and  trust.  An  exixfi 
session  of  Congress  was  convent,  and  we  went  to 
work  like  men  at  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
though,  in  the  m?an4ime,  we  had  lost  the  elected 
bead  and  chief  of  our  party  and  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Still,  we  did  not  shrink  from  our  duty  and 
our  engagements.  At  that  period,  nothing  but  a 
bank  was  thought  of  in  any  quarter,  whether  In 
Congress,  at  the  Treasury  Department,  or  at4he 
Executive  mansion.  Various  plans  were  sngg;est- 
ed— to  Congl'esSi  in  Congress,  and  by  the  Execntive; 
and  they  were  all  plans  of  banks.  Nobody  seemed 
then  to  think  or  dream  of  anything  else.  By  com- 
mon consent  and  agreement,  at -that  period,  thecur- 
rency  of  the  country  was  to  be  supplied  and  regu- 
lated through  an  incorporated  national  bank.  Two 
attempts  were  made  in  Congress  to  establiah 
such  a  bank;  two  such  banks  in  succession  were 
created,  to  neither  of  which  would  the  Presi- 
dent yield  his  assent;  and  it  became,  at  last, 
apparent  to  everybody  that  he  would  yield 
his  assent  to  nothing  in  the  bhape  or  simili- 
tude of  an  incorporated  national  bank.  Thus 
ended  at  once  all  hopes  of  supplying  a  currency  by 
means  of  a  national  bank  for  the  term  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler's administration.  It  remainedto  be  seen  whether 
the  same  object  could  be  accomplished  through  any 
other  agency,  which  should  be  fVee  from  constitu- 
tional and  other  insuperable  difficulties.    Mr.  Ty- 

I  ler^d  som  of  bi9  ndvis^rQ  i^ere  of  opmio«  U 
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co^ld  be;  apd«  plan  for  this  parpose  was  sabmitted 
to  Congress  from  the  Executive  department  at  the 
last,  as  it  has  been  again  at  the  present  session. 
This  is  the  exchequer  plan,  which  has  gained,  cer- 
tainly, a  great  deal  of  notoriety,  if  it  has  not  gain- 
ed nmch  successT  It  was  silently  condemned  by 
Congress  at  the  last  ses^on,  and  it  has  been  con- 
demned at  the  present  session  in  this  House  by  the 
foiost  sweeping  and  significant  rote  which,  I  venture 
to  say,  was  ever  pa^ed  on  a  measure  of  Execu- 
tive recommendation. 

Thia  condemnation,  thos  passed  en  the  Execu- 
tive plan  of  an  exchequer,  mast  be  deemed  to  have 
reached,  also,  the  same  exchequer  scheme  as  modi- 
fied in  tne  bill  brought  in  by  the  Select  Qommiltee 
en  the  CnrreneT,(ulT.  CmwNa's  bill.)  Lict  the 
gi^ntleman  from  Massachusetts  bring  his  bill  to  the 
ttBst  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  he  bhall  see  how 
much,  or  r^tther  how  little,  favor  his  scheme  will 
command  in  this  House.  It  is  the  same  scheme,  in 
snbstaiMc^  already  stamped,  not  with  disapproval 
merely,  but  with  reprobation.  The  gentleman's 
fezchequer  differs  from  the  Executive  plan  in  two 
particulars,  n^  unimportant  in  themselves,  but  in 
na  manner  auBcting  tne  character  of  the  measure. 
It  is  the  exchequer  still:  it  is  just  what  it  was  in  its 
original  conception,  what  it  always  has  been,  and 
always  must  be.  It  is  an  Executive  treasury  with 
sub-treasuries^  as  contradistinguished  from  "the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,"  as  established  by 
law  in  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  and 
employ^l  from  that  day  to  this  with  the  universal 
approval  of  the  American  people,  excepting  during 
one  single  year  under  the  last  Administration,  it 
is  also  an  Executive  commercial  bank  of  deposite 
and  exchange — a  Government  bank,  to  be  managed 
and  conducted .  l^  officers  of  Executive  appoint- 
ment, and  to  deal  with  individuals  on  individual 
adcount. 

One  respect  In  which  the  genfleman  from  Mas- 
sachusettsnas  modified  the  Executive  plan  is  in 
withdrawing  from  the  exchequer  board  and  agen- 
cies the  power  to  purchase  exchange.  The  power 
to  sell  exchanges,  however,  remains,  and  may  be 
'exercised  to  any  extent,  and  with  all  tnat  latitude  of 
cRscretion  in  regard  to  prices  and  persons  which 
e^ld  not  fail  to  make  tms  machine  a  political  en- 
gine of  the  grossest  favoritism  and  corruption.-  At 
any  rate,  with  this  power  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and 
the  power  to  receive  the  money  of  individuals  and 
fiirmsh  bank  paper  money  thereibr,  the  exchequer 
is  but  of  allqueslion  a  Government  bank,  and,  as 
such,  can  never  receive  the  support  of  those  so  re- 
g«irding  it,  who  desire  to  see  the  Constitution  and 
€k>verbment  preserved.  Even  the  friends  of  the 
toeasure  advocate  it  only  by  denying  roundly  that 
the  exchequer  is  a  Grov^mment  bank — a  denial 
which  admits  of  no  support,  that  I  can  discover,  but 
niiked  and  bold  assertion. 

Another  modification  of  the  executive  plan, 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  is 
m  substituting  for  any  fund  a  specie  basis  of  dol- 
lar for  dollar  for  the  paper  issues  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Asa  piinciple  of  banking,  I  must  be  al- 
Td^ed  to  say  that  I  hold  this  proposition  in  no  sort 
of  respect.  It  is  commended  to  our  admiration  by 
an  epigrammatic  remark  of  its  author,  that  "for 
every  paper  eagle  on  the  wing,  It  has  a  gold  eagle 
in  hand."  But  it  is  evident  the  gentleman  has 
wholly  mistaken  the  character  and  habits  of  the 
bird  he  was  describing.  He  seems  to  suppose  that 
these  are  gregarious—tbai  they  fiy  only  in  flocks, 
like  tlk^ild  geese  iii  their  migrations;  and  that  when 
they  get  tired  of  being  on  the  wing,  and  alight, 
they  alight  all  at  once  and  all  together.  It  was  im- 
portant, therefore,  in  his.'estimation,  to  make  provis- 
ion beforehand  for  this  necnliarity  of  haoit,  by 
faaviijg  constantly  on  hana  an  equal  number  of 
golden  eagles  for  his  weary  paper  eagles  to  settle 
down  upon.  Now,  this  is  certainly  an  error  in 
the'gentleitian^s  natural  history,  which  one  so  truly 
learned  ought  not  to  have  made.  It  detracts  ma- 
terially itom  the  merits  of  the  contribution  he  was 
tnakrag  to  the  interesting  science  of  ornithology. 
These  paper  eajsjies  ate  not  gregarious;  they  fly 
either  singly  or  m  small  detached  covles;  and,  like 
swallows  of  a  $unny  day,  some,  and  by  fki  the 
greater  number,  are  always  on  the  wing  while 
others  are  at  rest.  To  drop  the  gentleman^  figure, 
it  Would  be  a  mere  wanton  waste  of  properly,  be- 
sides bisin^  a  temptation  to,  all  manner  of  corrup- 
tion, if  ihe  Government,  issuing  convertible  paper, 
were  to  undertake  to  keep  constantly  on  hand  an 
amount  ol  gold  and  silver  equal  to  the  issues.  The 
ideifrof  icsnecMityiBiMkobBQAit^H  is  merely  ab- 


surd. By  the  very  terms  of  his  bill,  the  paper  is- 
sues only  to  those  who  prefer  it  to  gold  and  silver, 
and  the  same  necessity  which  obliges  the  commu- 
nity to  demand  the  paper  instead  oTthe  coin  in  the 
first  instance,  must  continue  to  operate  as  long  as 
there  remains  any  business  to  transact,  and  must 
lead  the  community  to  the  continued  use  of  the  pa- 
per in  preference  to  the  coin.  Nothing  but  a  sud- 
den and  universal  suspension  of  business  through- 
out all  the  regions  of  industry  and  commerce,  or  a 
sudden  and  imiversal  panic,  shaking  and  unseu 
tling  the  foimdations  of  all  credit  and  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  could  ever  drive  home  in  one  day. 
or  in  one  period,  the  whole  outstanding  mass  of 
paper  issues.  There  should  always  be  a  large  and 
broad  basis  of  specie  for  all  issues  of  paper,  so  as  to 
secure  at  once,  as  far  as  human  calculation  can  go, 
actual  convertibility  and  real  confidence.  No  man 
has  insisted  more  strongly  or  more  uniformly  on 
this  than  I  have.  But  to  go  beyond  this,  and  insist 
on  making  the  metallic  basis  equal  to  the  circula- 
tion, is  a  good  deal  worse  than  a  blcmder.  If 
adopted  by  the  Government,  in  case  it  turned 
banker,  much  more  ought  tne  same  rule  to  be 
adopted  by  all  the  banks,  and  it  could  not  end  in 
anything  but  fraud*,  for  the  specie  would  as  cer- 
tainly disappeai',  as  time  passed  on  to  show  hpw 
useless  a  board  it  was.  Either  it  would  have  this 
result,  or  issues  would  cease  alto|:ether;  and  that 

f  olden  era,  so  much  sighed  aAer  by  the  sublimated 
democracy,  would  be  brought  in. 

But  the  gentleman's  dollar  for  dollar  doctrine  is 
not  objectionable  merely  as  a  principle  of  banking, 
it  is  still  more  objectionable  wnen  talten  in  connex- 
ion with  the  sub-treasury  feature  of  the  exchequer 
plan.  It  makes  his  sub-treasury  incomparably  more 
dangerous  than  that  of  Mr.  van  Buren.  Under 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  scheme,  no  moneys  were  to  be 
kept  in  the  hands  of  executive  officers,  except  the 
surplus  or  casual  balance  of  the  ordinary  revenues 
— it  might  be  one  or  three  millions.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  proposes  a  sub-tfeasury, 
under  which  executive  officers  shall  have  in  their 
penumal  ctistody  not  only  all  the  surplus  revenues  of 
the  Gtovemment.  but  also  twenty  millions  more  of 
good  gold  and  silver,  imder  the  name  of  a  redemp- 
tion fund  for  outstanding  issues!  How  could  any 
man  have  the  face  to  submit  such  a  proposition  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  American  people;  and  to 
connect  that  proposition,  too,  with  another  for  the 
establishment  of  an  ont-andout,  undisguised  Gov- 
ernment bonk—and  that,  not  a  bank  merely  dealing 
with  individuals  on  Government  account,  but  deal- 
ing with  individuals  on  individual  accounti  And 
tMs  offer  and  attempt  is  made  hy  this  republican, 
constitutional,  limited  Government  of  ours;  and 
under  an  Administration  that  has  distingtiished  it- 
self by  the  obstinate  constitutional  scruples  which 
it  has  set  up  against  measures  of  the  most  salutary 
and  indispensable  character,  and  which  had  been 
sanctioned  by  the  best  opinions,  and  by  a  long  con* 
tinned  and  repeated  practice  from  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  incorporated  national  bank  be- 
ing out  of  the  question  for  the  period  of  Mr.  Tylerls 
term  of  office;  and^  the  executive  plan  of  an  ex- 
chequer, with  all  its  modifications,  being  also  con- 
demned, and  equally  otK  of  the  guestlon;  the  inqui- 
ry is  presented-^and  it  is  one  or  momentous  inter- 
est to  this  great  country — whether  any  other  mode 
not  substantially  embraced  either  in  the  plan  of  a 
a  national  bank,  or  in  that  of  a  Government  bank, 
and  free  from  insuperable  difficulties,  can  now  be 
devised  and  adopted  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
same  great  and  desirable  purpose  of  supplying  to 
the  cocmtrya  sonndand  uniform  national  currencyl 
If  such  a  mode  can  be  suggested  which  shall  be 
found  on  examination,  on  the  one  hand,  to  promise 
complete  and  happy  success,  and,  on  the  other,  to  be 
liable  to  no  constitutional  or  other  sound  objection, — 
then,  for  one,  I  shall  feel  that  I  have  failed  in  the 
most  solemn  of  all  ray  public  duties,  and  of  all  my 
political  engagements,  if  1  do  not  exert  every  facul- 
ty I  possess  in  endeavoring  to  bring  about  its  adop- 
tion before  this  Congress  shall  be  dissolved.  Sir,  I 
believe  that  the  plan  set  forth  in  the  paper  which  I 
have  sent  to  the  Chair,  will,  if  adopted,  accomplish 
the  inoportant  object  of  supplying,  for  the  uses  of 
both  Government  and  people,  a  safe  and  uniform 
national  currency;  that  Jt  has  in  it  nothing  in  com- 
mon either  with  a  national  or  a  Gk>vemmentbank; 
and  that  it  will  be  found  on  examination  to  be  free 
from  all  serious  difficulties  or  objections. 

Ii  is  proposed,  in  the  plan  which  I  present,  to  em- 
I  ploy  «r4ia|t«a  wrnoK  of  ISHftte  biailc  oumaey, 


adopted  by  this  Government  in  rach  i 
to  give  it  the  **odor  of  nationalinr"— fltinHiB'fe  a 
way  which  cannot  subject  this  Ofoveittoietilf  10  4n 
slightest  hazard  of  loss.  The  OoretiiBiai^  H-tfBl 
be  rec(rilected,  is  at  present,  and  miKt  be  M  smk 
time  to  come,  a  debtor  for  borrowed  vaeoss^.  Bis 
sides  a  permanent  loan,  (a  part  of  which  wffi  be- 
come payable  in  a-couple  of  yeans,)  there  t^  Mv 
outstanding  eleven  and  a  half  or  twelve  rainienef 
treasury  notes,  the  greater  part  of  wbieB  ft'niprv 
due  and  payable,  and  the  re^ne  soon  wiB  be,'afid 
the  whole  of  which  ought  promptly  to  be  tafftaty 
and  cancelled.  It  is  this  necessity  of  ilie^Ooivcn- 
ment,  by  which  it  is  compelled  to  becoibe  or^aa- 
tinue  a  debtor  for  borrowed  money,  wliie%  eaiKes 
us  to  devise  a  plan  for  nationufxmg  ia.  tbrifed 
amount  of  State  Dank  currency,  throvgh  4  eeave. 
nient  money  transaction  with  t^ese  txywa.  A  my 
large  proportion  of  all  otir  ootsjtanditfig  iife^ij 
notes  are  understood  to  be  in  the  hatids  oftlietMki; 
and,  so  far  as  these  are  concerned,  to  borro#  laehQr 
now  on  contracts  of  loan  of  the  biEmks,  wfll  ottlytt 
to  change  the  form  of  our  InddhtedBesB  to  wm. 
Besides  our  indebtedness  on  treasury  note^  efa 
mere  due-bills-^wbich  ought  to  be  paid,  and  wti& 
it  is  discreditable  to  us  not  to  pay  prompQr  al^itt- 
turity^it  is  doubted,  hi  some  quarters,  wheWrlbe 
means  at  the  command  of  the  treasury  wU,-  witb^ot 
further  aid,  carry  the  Government  safety  antoA 
to  the  1st  of  January  next.  The  Seeretsiy  tfiMs 
he  shall  have  a  stnall  balance,  if  thesumef  ttteto- 
propriations  shall  not  exceed  his  eslimiUea;  ea&\ 
is  iiow  almost  certain  that  the  approprilttifl^  wffi 
not  exceed,  but  will  fall  consideraMy  belew,%{9  A- 
mutes.  But  there  is  still  danger  (as  sottie  coildtf) 
that  the  revenue,  both  from  customs  and  laad»,3ita]r 
fall  off"  for  the  present  year  even  fnrtbertmn  lit 
has  yet  anticipated.  Now,  the  ability  of  fbe  ttthtttry 
to  meet  all  engagements  till  the  1st  ol  Jannai^rbKxt 
ought  to  be  put  beyond  all  contin^eBcy  before  thu 
Congress  is  concluded.  Every  possible  excfse  to 
the  Administration  for  calling  an  extra  'Sessiaa 
should  be  taken  away.  A  duty  iooposed  on  tess 
and  on  coffee— the  most  productive  and'tbtf  lent 
burdensome  of  all  our  sources  of  revenue^ wmiid 
make  everything  safe;  but  parties  do  not  like  tc 
take  the  responsibility.  I  am  very  sorry  for  it.  I 
am  always  pained  and  afflicted  wnen  leee  my  po- 
litical frienos  and  associates  on  this  floor  sbrinkiBg 
from  any  duty  which  patriotism  demands  of  theoi 
to  perform.  But  it  is  clear  that  our  revenue  for  the 
current  year  is  not  to  be  strengthened  in  this  way. 
We  shall  adjourn  without  any  duties  on  t^as  and 
coffee;  and  hence  it  becomes  a  matter  of  sound  pol- 
icy to  provide.  If  we  can,  in  some  other  way,  for 
the  possible  contingency  of  a  deficit  in  the  treasorr 
for  the  current  year.  This  necessity  will  be  fouaa 
to  be  completely  met  by  the  plan  which  I  hare 
brought  forward,  which  provides  at  once  for  the 
pressing  pecuniary  wants  of  the  treasury,  as  vefi 
as  for  a  sound  ana  safe  medium  of  payments  and 
receipts  both  for  the  Government  ana  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  plan  which  I  propose  is  this: 
Let  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury  be  anthoiized 
to  borrow,  of  sound  specie-paying  ^te  banks,  asaa 
not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars-^borrow- 
ing,  however,  of  no  bank  an  amount  exceeding  one- 
fourth  part  of  its  capital  in  actual  possession;  and 
the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  must  not  exceed  six 
per  cent.  He  must  receive  of  the  banks  effective 
money—gold  and  silver,  or  its  equivalent,  accord- 
ing to  existing  laws  ip  regard  to  the  medium  of 
payments  to  the  treasury.  Let  the  Secretary  also 
be  authorized,  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  borrow- 
ed, to  cause  sn  amount  of  the  circulating  notes  of 
each  lending  bank,  just  equal  to  the  sum  twrrowed 
of  each,  to  be  stamped  on  the  face  of  such  notes, 
^'receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues,  according 
to  act  of  Congress,"  and  countersigned  by  a  proper 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Depanment.  Lit  the  SSk- 
retary  be  authorized  and  required  to  enter  into  a 
written  contract  with  each  loaning  bank,  setting 
forth  with  particularity  the  terms  and  condttioDsa 
the  loan,  and  the  obligations  of  the  respective  par- 
ties; and  let  it  be  stipulated,  in  a  special  maoner, 
that  If,  at  any  time,  the  bank  shall  suspend  mde 
payments,  or  fail  to  redeem  any  of  its  circuntlog 
notes  in  gold  and  silver  oti  demand  at  itsooimter, 
then,  and  from  that  time,  interest  on  tfie  loan  to  the 
Government  shall  cease  to  accrue  and.  be  p^Tt^^ 
and  the  notes  of  the  bank  stamped  at  the  treasnir^MS^ 
as  fast  as  they  shall  be  received  in  payment  ofpaitec 
dues,  be  cancelled,  and  returned  to  th«  bank  mptf- 
ment  of  the  debt  due  from  the  Govemnoiettt  lo  nfii 
bftBk<  liCt  it  also  be  ^ptdmed'm  sodl^cMW; 
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Die  Doiice.  pay  off  or  redace  us  inaebteaDe$s  to  ihe 
^Mh  f^i  ^so  (bat  ^e  bank  may,  on  reasonable 
JH3l^%  require  the  payment  or  reduction  of  its  debt— 
tj^  staQijMd  notes  of  5uch  bank  beine,  in  either 
di^,  cancelled  to  an  amotint  eoual  to  tbe  payment 
or  r^jluctiOD;  and,  in  case  of  a  clemand  of  payment 
by  tba.  baiik,  the  dtoyemment  to  have  the  opiiop  of 
paypff^  in  cash,  or  of  giving  its  bond  for  a  term 
of  y^irs,  upon  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent. 

This,  sk.  is  the  general  outline  of  the  plan.  It  is 
perfectly  simple;  can  be  co«piehendt*d  hf  a  child; 
admits  ii  bq  mystification.  It  means,  and  ean  mean, 
notbiw  ^ere  and  notbiag  less  than  what  is  ex- 
prcaaeaon  its  face  If  it  is  objectionable  and  inad^ 
naiBfiiMe,  gentlemen  can  state  bow  and  why,  aad 
tktf  -Dan  &  it  as  well  to^y  as  they  could  after  a 
week^  re^ticm.  It  is  not  a  jrian  to  oe  thrust  aside 
beeaase  it  cannot  be  ondefstood,  not  because  it  pro* 
poses  any  experimeat  the  operation  of  which  may 
Bfit  be  mty  foreseen.  It  proposes  no  mere  expen-* 
meat  ia  anything,  and  scarcely  anything  which  ia 
raaUf  new  and  untried.  It  ia  nothing  new  for  this 
Qoremment  to  borrow .  money,  and  to  borrow  of 
baaici;  aod,  though  the  act  of  stamping  State  bank 
enrrenoy  receivable  for  public  dnes  has  not  been 
beretarfbre  attempted,  yet  banks  have  issued  their 
notds  b^ore,  and  Government  too  has  issued  its 
nottSL  No  new  kind  of  currency  is  to  be  tried;  it 
Ss  tbe  currency  of  State  banks,  limited  in  amount, 
tbaft  ie  propcraed  to  be  employed,  resting  on  the  same 
responidbiHiy  of  the  banks  to  redeem,  and  on  the 
satne  specie  basis  for  its  convertibility,  as  hereto- 
fore^ and  the  Government,  instead  of  issuing  notes 
oC  its  own,  oa  which  it  should  stand  aolely  respon- 
sUde,  will  merely  stamp  this  limited  amount  of 
Si4tte  bank  paper^  so  as  to  make  it  a  legal  medium 
edf  ps^mieDts  to  tm  treasury  by  the  debtors  of  the 
Qovemment;  aad  that  by  such  an  arrangement,  that 
tfaeCknremment  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  possible 
lott  of  a  dollar.  It  is  not  to  be  Government  paper 
in  any  sense;  the  Government  is  not  to  undertake 
ibrita  redemption,  or  even  for  any  default  of  the 
banks,  odter  than  by  making  it  receivable  at  par 
for  public  dues  as  nooney.  whether  the  banks  re- 
deem or  lail  to  redeem.  Tnis,  of  course,  is  a  valu« 
able  securinr  to  the  holders  of  these  bilb,  beyond 
Ibe  responsibility  of  the  sources  ci  issue;  for  it  is 
clear,  supposing  suspension  by  any  bank,  or  even 
tbe  most  comi^ete  failure  and  insolvency  of  such 
bank,  the  hokters  of  its  stamped  paper  could  suffer 
no  considerable  loss,  inasmuch  as  its  value  could 
ncTer  tall  below  that  of  treasury  notes  receivable 
at  tim  treasury.  The  Government,  in  the  mean 
time^  midertaking  for  nothing  but  receivability, 
stands  without  the  slightest  liability  to  loss;  since  it 
already  has  the  money  of  the  bank  in  its  bands,  to 
Ihe  fall  amount  of  the  stamped  paper  outstanding, 
for  which  it  is  indebted  to  tne  bank,  and  which  fn- 
debledness  is  reduced  and  paid  off  as  fast  as  the 
stamped  paper  is  received  at  the  treasury,  cancel- 
led, and  retum^i  to  the  bank. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  the  banks  would  gladly 
embrace  the  proposal  held  out  to  them  by  this  bill. 
Their  condition  at  the  present  time  is  a  crippled 
one^iust  in  proportion  to  the  depressed  and  stagnant 
state  of  business  in  the  country— crippled,  I  mean, 
in  regard  to  the  extent  and  profitableness  of  their 
carrent  transactions.  Their  numbers  have  been 
much  thinned  by  the  prevailing  distempers  of  re- 
cent dmes.  Some  of  those  that  remain  are  undoubt- 
edly still  in  a  critical,  if  not  desperate  state;  but  by 
far  the  greater  number  never  were  in  a  sounder 
condition.  Specie  payments  have  been  resumed 
all  over  the  United  States,  except,  I  think,  at  two  or 
three  points  only  at  tbe  South.  It  is  probable,  in- 
deed, tiiat  never  before,  since  banking  commenced 
in  this  country,  did  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the 
bankabear  so  large  a  proportion  to  their  circulation. 
In  the  city  of  New  York,  as  shown  by  recent  re- 
turns, the  banks  have  seven  millions  of  specie  to 
one  million  of  actual  circulation;  and,  taKing  all 
tbe  banks  of  tbe  State  together,  the  excess  of  specie 
over  their  paper  in  the  bauds  of  the  people  is  above 
a  million  and  a  quarter. 

Bur  banks  may  be  in  a  veij  sound  condition,  and 
yet  not  be  in  a  condition  which  favors  or  indicates 
a  state  of  prosperity  in  the  commercial  community. 
At  present,  their  circulation  is  greatly  restricted; 
aod  yet,  no  doubt,  the  currency  is  as  fuU  as  the  real 
dffomom  of  business  require  in  its  present  depres- 
sion and  stagnation;  and  I  hope  that  hereafter,  for- 
ever, their  cfrculation  will  continue  to  be  limited  to 
the  real  demands  of  business,  though  I  hope  also 
tlutt  tbetime  is  not  dlstantwhen,  by  better  Atcilifies, 


confidence  will  revive,  and  business  along  with  it 
Nothing  can  tend  to  fpmish  these  necessary  facili- 
ties so  effectually  as  a  national  currency.  At  pres- 
ent, too,  tb^se  banks — very  many  of  thetn,  certain- 
ly—are in  want  of  good  customers  for  their  money, 
and  can  be  in  no  way  reluctant,  therefore,  to  sup- 
ply the  Government  with  the  moderate  sum  it  re- 
Suiresi  Indeed,  the  Government  is  already  their 
ebtor  to  a  large  amount  in  treasury  notes,  and  the 
loan  proposed  oy  this  bill  will  only  change  the  form 
of  the  indebtedness.  ^  The  advantage  to  the  banks 
In  this  transaction  is  obvious.  It  secures  to  them 
not  only  a  eood  customer  for  a  portion  of  their  loan- 
able capital  bat  also  the  pretty  certain  benefit  of  a 
circulation  to  an  amount  equal  to  the4oan.  If  they 
can  keep  out  any  paper  whatever,  they  can  certain- 
ly keep  out  this  stamped  paper.  Much  of  it  will 
travel  far  beyond  tbe  rangie  of  their  ordinary  issues, 
on  errands  which  will  onh  be  accomplished,  often^ 
times,  by  running  the  whole  circuit  of  commerce 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  With 
this  advantage,  drawing  interest  as  they  will  in 
their  circulation,  they  can  afford  to  put  down  the 
interest  on  their  loans  to  a  very  moderate  rate. 
And  this  I  have  no  doubt  would  be  done,  and  so  as 
to  effect  an  important  saving  in  tbe  item  of  inter- 
est, by  the  diminished  rate,  as  compared  with  that 
which  the  Government  now  pays  to  the  banks  and 
others  on  its  treasury  notes  and  public  debt. 

But  it  is  in  do  respect  with  any  special  view  to 
the  benefit  of  banks  that  this  plan  is  brought  for- 
ward; least  of  all,  to  bring  them  under  the  patronage 
or  the  pettings  of  the  fixecmive.  If  incidental  ad- 
vantages accrue  to  them  in  any  proper  financial 
measure  of  this  GovemiBent,  I  am  not  one  to  make 
that  matter  of  difficulty  or  objection.  I  should  re- 
joice to  see  this  Government  and  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  coumry,  which  exist,  and  must 
exist,- brought  once  more  into  harmony,  after  tbe 
•ruthless  war  that  has  been  waged  upon  them;  bt^t 
I  do  not  want  to  see  them  brought  again  into  a  cor- 
rupt subjection  to  the  Executive,  aad  I  cannot  dis- 
cover any  such  dangerous  tendencies  in  the  plan 
here  proposed.  Under  this  plan,  the  Government 
will  make  proposals  for  a  bn^ess  arrangement 
with  the  banks  in  the  way  of  a  loan,  just  as  any 
other  customer  might  do.  There  will  be  no  lack 
of  sound  specie-pa^ng  banks  to  offer  for  the  loan, 
and  the  Government  will  be  forced  to  take  the 
offers  that  are  most  advantageous  to  tbe  Gk)vem- 
ment.  In  all  this,  there  is  ho  chance  for  any  such 
ftivoiitism  or  corrupt  practice,  as  when  the  treas- 
ury, having  a  surplus  of  very  many  millions  of 
reveiiue  on  hand,  was  at  liberty  to  select  a  few 
flavored  institutions,  without  limitation  or  restftc- 
tion  on  its  choice,  as  the  recipients  of  its  high  boun- 
ty, in  the  shape  oi  deposites,  amounting  to  a  gratui- 
tous loan  of  heavy  sums  of  money  from  the  public 
colS^rs. 

The  Government,  as  I  have  said,  is,  ancf  must 
for  some  time  continue  to  be,  a  debtor  for  borrowed 
money.   'The  plan  now  proposed  does  not  contem- 

})late  any  increa<;e  of  the  public  debt — ^none,  certain- 
y,  of  any  consequence.  Fifteen  millions  is  named 
as  the  maximum  amount  to  be  borrowed  of  the 
banks.  Twelve  millions,  or  thereabouts,  will  be 
required  within  the  year,  to  pay  treasury  notes  ac- 
tually due;  and  no  more  is  allowed  by  the  bill  to 
be  borrowed  than  may  be  found  indispensable  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  meet  any  actual  deficit  (cer- 
tainly, in  my  opinion,  not  likely  to  occur)  in  the 
treasury  in  the  recess  of  Congress.  The  President 
seems  to  think  there  is  danger  of  a  deficit;  the 
Secretary  does  not,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  do  not.  This  bill  will,  at  any  rate, 
put  this  matter  so  beyond  the  reach  of  contingency, 
as  to  leave  no  apology,  on  this  score,  for  an  extra 
session  of  Congress.  This  will  be  one  point  gained, 
but  not  the  most  important. 

The  stamped  currency  will  be  a  perfectly  safe 
as  well  as  a  convenient  medium  of  payments  and 
receipts  at  the  treasury.  No  failure  of  the  banks 
can  affect  its  value  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Government 
If  such  an  event  occurs,  while  this  paper  or  any 
part  of  it  is  in  its  bands,  it  is  still  worth  its  amount 
in  gold  and  silver— every  dollar  of  it;  for  it  will  pay 
debts  due  from  tbe  Government,  as  well  as  so  much 
gold  and  silver.  All  this  kind  of  paper,  whefher 
in  the  treasury  when  failures  occur,  (il  they  should 
occur  at  all,)  or  coming  in  afterwards,  will  be  equal 
to  specie  for  the  uses  of  the  Government,  because 
it  will  be  immediately  turned  back  to  the  sources- 
from  which  it  issued,  in  payment  of  the  public  debt 
in  those  quarters. 
.    There  is  one  possible  hazard  to  which  the  treas- 


ury nMght  in  one  event  be  sutijected,  but  which  u| 
easily  provided  for  beforehand*  ui  ^t  any  tiijia 
while  this  plan  should  be  in  operation,  one  of  ibos^ 
revulsions  in  the  commercial  world  .<:hou)d  occuf, 
which  should  drive  the  banking  institutions  of  tne 
country  tp  a^ener^l  suspensicm  of  specie  payments — 
an  event  which  has  twice  happened,  and  only  twice, 
in  our  history— then  the  treasury  might  find  itself 
in  the  receipt  of  a  medium  for  current  revenues, 
which  it  could  not  pay  out  for  current  expenses.  Ju«t 
having  passed  through  one  of  thpse  scenes  and 
seasons  of  general  suspension,  every  one  will  see 
how  little  is  to  be  apprehended  at  present  on  tbi^ 
score;  and  yet  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  provide 
for  such  a  possib'e  occurrence,  by  inserting  in  my 
bill  a  provisional  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  meet  any  such  event  and  exi^cy 
which  should  arise  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  by  an 
issue  of  treasury  notes  not  exceeding  five  millions 
of  dollarp.  Such  would  be  a  proper  occasion  for 
a  resort  to  treasury  notes;  and  this  provisional  au* 
thority  gives  every  possible  security  to  the  treasury 
in  the  practical  working  of  the  plan. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman, it  js  mainly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  community,  of  the  American  people,  that  I 
have  looked  in  bringing  forwaid  this  measure. 
Suffering  as  this  people  nave  done  now  for  long 
years,  under  the  oppressive  action  or  the  cruel 
neglect  of  this  Government  in  regard  to  the  vital 
\  subject  of  tbe  currency,  it  is  time  not  only  that 
someOiing  were  attempted,  but  tnat  something 
should  be  donfe.  Admit  that  the  attempts  already 
made,  and  which  have  so  signally  failed  of  suc- 
cess, nave  put  an,  end  to  every  hope  of  establish- 
ing any  permanent  measure  for  fiscal  nurposes  and 
for  currency,  any  measure  worthy  of^  the  subject, 
worthy  of  statesmen  to  devise,  worthy  of  the  coun- 
try, and  likely  to  stand  the  test  of  all  trial  and  of 
all  time— admit  all  this,  and  what  theni  Are  we, 
therefore,  jtistified  in  doing  nothingl 

If  there  be  an  expedient — a  provisional  ineasure 
like  this  which  I  have  brought  to  tbe  notice  of  the 
House  this  morning,  involving  no  intricate  details, 
nothing  to  perplex,  nothing  to  raise  apprehensions, 
nothing  to  aouDt  about,  and  nothing  which  can  be 
tortured  into  a  departure  from  our  own  well-estab- 
lished political  and  economical  principles  and  views 
of  public  policy— a  measure  standing,  in  no  way 
or  degree,  as  an  obstruction  or  impediment  to  our 
bringing  out  and  establishing  hereafter  a  favorite, 
a  more  worthy  and  permanent  measure,  applica- 
ble to  the  same  subject,  whenever  ^if  ever)  we  may 
be  clothed  with  the  reauisile  political  power — and, 
finally,  a  measure  which  fairly  promises  to  be  suc- 
cessful, to  accomplish  eminent  good  without  the 
slightest  hazard  of  doing  any  barm  whatever,— if. 
I  say,  there  be  such  a  provisional  measure,  and  if 
this  which  I  here  offer  be  such  a  measure,  (and  I 
religiously  believe  it  is,)  what  excuse  or  apolo^ 
can  we  offer  to  the  countiy  for  failing  to  resort  to  it 
and  to  adopt  ill  I  address  myself  to  men  of  my 
own  political  faith  and  party.  Do  we  wish  for  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  and  for  future  political 
successes  and  triumphs'?  liet  our  first  wish  and  res- 
olution be  to  deserve  that  confidence  and  those  suc- 
cesses and  triumphs.  We  cannot  command  the 
confidence  of  the  country  by  sullen  inaction  or  a 
dogged  resolution  to  do  nothing,  while  everything 
valuable  and  effective,  and  not  positively  mis- 
chievous, remains  to  be  done;  we  cannot  command 
dial  confidence  otherwise  than  by  steady,  persever- 
ing, and  zealous  efforts  for  the  reliefer  the  pecwle 
in  a  season  of  unprecedented  depression  and  dis- 
tress, and  for  their  prosperity.  The  necessary 
means  and  instruments  or  public  prosperity,  the 
necessary  facilities  for  the  re-estabHshment  or  the 
ordinary  business  relations  and  the  transaction  of 
the  ordfinary  business  operations  of  this  great 
American  community,  cannot  be  supplied  but 
through  the  agency  of  this  Government*  Without 
its  action,  there  can  be  no  national  currency;  and 
without  such  a  currency,  there  can  be  no  stable 
system  of  cheap  and  eoual  exchanges;  and  ihere  can 
be  no  return  to  profitable  business  and  to  prosperity 
without  such  a  currency  and  such  exchanges,  we 
cannot  have  a  bank,  and  we  will  not  have  an  ex- 
chequer; but  we  may  have,  for  the  current  time,  a 
naiional  currency  and  equal  exchanges,  without 
either  of  those  establishments;  and,  in  my  solemn 
conviction,  we  are  much  to  blame  if  "^e  do  not  now 
make  the  necessary  provision  on  the  subject. 

I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  ihe  paper  con- 
templated by  this  bill  will  form  a  currency  of 
national  import  and  character— bow  perfect  or 
complete  it  may  be  ia  this  respect,  I  do  not  under^ 
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take  to  say.  That  it  will  answer,  howeref,  for 
the  uses  of  travel  between  difiisrent  and  distant 
States,  for  remittance;  and  thas  serve,  to  a  valaa- 
ble  extent,  for  exchange,  I  have  no  manner  of 
doubt.  A  New  York  or  Boston  bank  note,  re- 
ceivable at  the  treasury  for  public  does  l^  virtue 
of  the  treasury  stamp  upon  it,  will  be  equal  to  gold 
and  silver  at  New  Orleans,  at  St.  Louis,  or  at 
Cincinnati;  and  the  like  notes  of  banks  issued  at 
either  of  these  latter  places  would  be  of  equal  value 
at  New  York  or  Boston.  These  notes  will  have 
the  essentia]  "odor  of  nationality,"  and  will  fairly 
answer  the  direct  uses  of  a  national  currency  from 
the  moment  of  their  issuer 

And  their  influence  on  the  local  currencies,  it 
seems  to  me,  cannot  fail  to  be  the  most  beneficial 
and  salutary.  When  the  local  institutions  now 
fail  to  furnish  a  sound  convertible  local  currency, 
it  may  be  expected  that  they  will  retum*«at  least 
that  some  banks  amon^  them  will  do  so — to  sound 
practices  iti  banking,  in  order  to  embrace  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  Government  will  offer  them,  by 
proposing  to  become  their  customer  for  a  portion 
of  their  loanable  capital,  and  to  help  them,  by  its 
name  and  credit,  to  the  benefits  of  a  heahny  cir- 
culation. Where  the  local  currencies  are  now 
sound,  but  the  circulation  is  restricted  and  straiten- 
ed by  the  prevalent  want  of  confidence  between  the 
banks  ana  the  community,  the  effects  of  the  new 
currency— enlarging  in  some  degree,  as  it  probably 
would,  the.  volume  of  the  whole  circulating  me- 
dium—wotild  be  to  invigorate  and  quicken  the  lan- 
guid flow  of  that  which  already  exists.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  infuse  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
good  convertible  national  currency,  of  equal  value 
everywhere,  and  commanding  equal*iand  universal 
confidence,  into  the  mass  of  the  general  currency, 
without  producing  at  once  a  striking  and  marked 
efiect  on  the  whole  material  of  the  circulation. 
Some  of  the  present  paper — the  most  worthless 
portions  of  it— would  be  displaced;  and  all  that  re- 
mained to  take  its  chance  alongside  of  the  new 
paper  must  be  improved.  It  must  put  on  a  charac- 
ter fit  to  appear  in  public  with  that  better  sort  of 
paper  whose  company  it  keeps. 

This  will  be  especially  true  of  the  unstamped 
paper  of  those  banks,  a  portion  of  whose  issues 
have  the  covmtersignature  of  the  treasury  upon 
them.  The  paper  of  such  banks  caimot  fail  to 
command  the  special  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  community.  The  community  will  see  tnat,  by 
the  very  terms  of  the  arrangement  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  these  banks,  the  strongest  motives  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  keep  themselves  in 
a  healthy  and  sound  condition.  If  tne}[  fail  for  one 
instant  to  redeem  any  of  their  issues  in  specie  on 
demand,  they  sufiier  the  loss  of  interest  on  their 
loan;  their  stamped  paper  comes  back  upon  them — 
not  depreciated,  but  at  par — which  they  are  obliged 
to  receive  in  payment  for  so  much  of  thejlr  capital 
lent  to  the  Gk)vemment;  they  lose  at  once  all  the 
advantages  of  their  position,  afid  most  fall  back  out 
of  the  line  where  they  have  stood,  in  disgrace,  and 
probably  in  ruin.  These  banks  will  have  every 
inducement  to  follow  none  but  safe  practices,  to  try 
no  experiments,  to  indulge  in  no  expansions.  On 
this  point,  indeed,  all  banks  have  been  taught  a 
lesson,  by  their  recent  experience  and  sufierings, 
which  they  will  not  be  likely  to  forget  immediately. 
And  my  opinion  is,  most  decidedly,  that  from  this 
period  forward,  for  a  series  of  j^ars,  with  the  aid 
onlv  of  a  sound  national  currency  td  begin  with, 
ana  the  proper  action  and  conduct  of  this  Govern- 
ment generally  on  the  subject,  we  may  expect, 
from  the  State  banks  in  every  quarter  of  the  coun* 
try,  a  better  system  of  banking^  and  a  sounder  con- 
dition of  the  currency  than  we  have  had  for  a 
very  long  period-*certainly  since  the  war  of  Gen. 
Jack.son  on  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  first 
commenced.  I  believe  that  the  simple  plan  which 
I  now>  propose,  while  it  will  furnish  airectly  an 
available  sort  of  paper  for  national  and  general 
uses,  will  be  the  means  also,  at  once,  of  improving 
the  local  currencies  all  over  the  country,  and  bring- 
ing them  up,  where  they  are  not  so  already,  to  an 
eqnal  and  uniform  value,  and  to  the  specie  stand- 
ard; and  I  believe  that  nothing  else  is  wanting 
to  revive  confidence  and  business  all  over  the 
land,  to  restore  public  prosperitv,  and,  at  the  same 
lime,  to  replenish  our  exhausted  treasury.  For,  let 
meadd,  I  am  not  oneof  those  who  think  that  the  larifl 
lias  ruined  the  treasury;  I  think  the  tarififa  good  one 
for  the  treasury,  as  well  as  for  other  interests;  and 
that  it  will  so  prove  itself  to  be,  the  mofuent  the  J| 


country  returns  to  anything  like  fair  prosperity.  If, 
by  the  aid  of  this  bill,  or  otherwise,  the  business  of 
the  country  shall  revive,  we*  shall  have  twenty  mil- 
lions of  revenue  from  this  tariff  in  the  year  1844, 
I  venture  this  prediction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  topic  more  that  I  will 
touch,  and  then  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  prevalent  and  mischievous  er- 
ror abroad  on  the  subject  of  the  exchanges  of  the 
country,  which  needs  to  be  corrected .  It  seems  to  be 
entertained  in  some  eminent  quarters,  which  makes 
it^M  the  more  dangerous,  if^  it  be  error,  as  I  sup- 
pose it  to  be. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  deranged  exchanges 
are  a  fatal  obstacle  to  business  between  the  different 

Earts  and  sections  of  the  country.  The  question  is 
ow  shall  equal  and  ch^&p  exchan^s  be  suppliedl 
Can  it  be  done  by  means  of  a  national  bant,  or  a 
Gk)vemment  exchequer,  attthorized  and  required  to 
sell  cheap  exchanges'?  No  doubt  of  it  in  the  world; 
but  is  such  an  institution  or  instrumentality  ne- 
cessary or  effective  for  this  purpose,  except  when 
the  local  currencies  are  derangedl  No,  no.  It  is 
the  deranged  condition  of  the  local  currencies, 
their  unequal  value  as  compared  with  specie,  which 
makes  the  exchanges  unequal  and  dear.  But  for 
this  cause,  exchange  from  any  one  commercial 
point  in  the  country  to  any  other  commercial  point, 
would  never,  except  under  very  peculiar  and 
temporary  circumstances,  command  a  price  be- 
yond the  fair  cost  of  remittitig  specie;  generally 
it  would  fall  far  below  that  price,  and  private  deal- 
ers, banks,  and  bankers  would  supply  it  in  abun- 
dance. Certainly,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  with  branches,  is  the  best  and 
most  convenient  institution  the  country  could  have 
to  supply  the  commercial  community  with  ex- 
changes. It  could  probably  supply  them  more 
cheaply  than  they  could  possibly  be  supplied  in  any 
other  mode.  But  if  we  are  ever  to  have  again 
regulated  and  equal  local  currencies  in  the  coun- 
try, (as  I  trust  we  are,)  1  confess  I  do  not  perceive 
the  great  advantage,  in  respect  to  exchanges,  from 
setting  up  a  Government  bank,  called  an  exchequer, 
to  sell  exchange  to  the  community,  as  the  Execu- 
tive exchequer  proposes  to  do,  at  a  price  "not  ex- 
ceeding the  fair  cost  of  remitting  specie."  I  deny 
that  at  any  time,  even  with  the  lodal  currencies 
most  deranged,  the  exchange  of  specie  fcmds  be- 
tween commercial  places  in  this  country  has,  on 
the  whole,  exceedea  the  fair  cost  of  remitting  spe- 
cie. It  has  been  very  different  with  the  exchange 
of  funds  consisting  of  local  paper,  and  the  exchange 
of  such  paper  funds  for  specie.  If  A,  in  New 
Y(^k,  has  money  due  him  in  Mobile,  and  that 
money  has  been  collected  in  local  currency,  or 
consists  of  local  paper,  which  is  twenty-five  per 
cent,  below  the  par  of  specie,  he  or  his  agent  must 
pay  twenty-five  percent,  to  convert  this  money  into 
specie,  or  specie  funds,  before  he  can  exchange  it 
with  B,  in  Mobile,  for  his  (B's)  specie  funds  in 
New  York.  And  if  the  Government  exchequer, 
by  its  a^eney,  was  then  in  Mobile  to  sell  A's  agent 
a  draft  in  New  York  at  one  per  cent.,  still  it  would 
cost  A  twenty-six  per  cent,  to  get  the  specie  value 
of  his  money  placed  in  New  York.  In  all  this 
there  is  no  mystery,  and  there  should  be  no  mysti- 
fication. Once  make  the  local  currencies  sound, 
and  give  us  at  the  same  time  a  national  currency 
of  equal  value  everywhere,  and  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  about  the  exchanges.  Why,  sir,  at  this 
moment,  without  any  national  currency,  but  with 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
the  various  quarters  of  the  Union,  the  exchanges 
at  New  York  are  down  to  the  most  moderate  rates— 
to  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  in  many  case<c: 
scarcely  anywhere  exceeding  two  per  cent.,  except 
on  Mississippi,  where  the  bank  paper  is  irredeem- 
able, and  at  a  heavy  discount.  There  is,  of  cbur^, 
little  demand  for  exchange  where  there  is  no  busi- 
ness. With  the  introduction  now  of  a  currency  of 
national  import  and  equal  value — which  1  believe 
the  measure  I  present  would  afford— supplying  the. 
means  of  remitting  small,  or  comparatively  moder- 
ate sums,  furnishing  of  itself,  to  some  extent,  a 
sound  local  currency,  and  acting  favorably  on  the 
mass  of  the  local  currencies,  there  would  be  noth- 
ing to  apprehend,  and  nothing  to  want  in  regard  to 
the  exchanges.  They  wouM  be  cheap,  and  they 
would  be  abundant,  just  in  proportion,  to  the  busi- 
ness operations  and  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  demand  for  them;  and  I  believe  the  business 
and  trade  of  the  country,  and  its  common  prosper- 
ity, would  immediately  revive  under  the  operatioh 
of  this  measure.    Let  it  be  tried,  and  we  shall  see. 


It  is  at  least  innocuous— it  can  do  no  haint,  if  it 
should  do  no  good. 

I  have  already  said,  I  think,  that  I  regard  this,  at 
present,  as  a  provisional  measure.  The  very  fbund* 
ation  on  which  the  plan  rests,  in  its  present  lorn, 
is  temporary — it  rests  on  a  loan  of  mooey  from  the 
banks.  Whenever  the  treasury  shall  be  in  a  coo- 
dition  to  pay  off  this  loan,  and  it  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  and  advisable  to  pay  it  ofi^  there  will  then 
be  nothing  left  for  the  measure,  asa  currency  meas- 
ure, to  stand  upon.  Unless,  therefore,  the  practical 
working  of  the  plan  should  chance  to  exhibit  ad- 
vantages which  the  country  would  be  unwilling  lo 
forego,  merely  to  avoid  the  trifling  expense  ai 
which  it  mi^ht  have  to  be  maintain^,  it  must,  in 
due  time,  give  place  to  some  wia^r  and  more  per- 
manent measure.  Nor  need  the  coimtry  nor  par- 
ties wait  even  for  such  an  event  for  its  disidaoe- 
ment.  Either  party,  or  any  party  in  power  m  the 
next  Congress,  or  under  the  next  AaministTatioii, 
may  bring  in  its  favorite  plan,  and  substitute  it  fix* 
this.  If  tnose  who  shall  be  in  power  shall  prefer  a 
sub-treasury,  they  can  have  it;  if  a  national  bank, 
they  can  have  it;  if  an  exchequer,  they  can  have  it. 
Oae  thing,  at  least,  seenss  cenain— and  that  is,  thai 
the  party  holding  the  majority  in  the  present  Con- 
gress must  act  now  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
or  not  at  all  for  more  than  two  years  to  come.  Our 
term  of  office  and  our  power  are  just  ready  to  ex- 
pire; and  we  shall  be  succeeded  in  our  places  and 
m  our  authority  in  this  hall  by  men  of  venr  diflerent 
views  of  public  policy  from  our  own.  We  have  no 
right,  if  we  can  possibly  avoid  it,  to  leave  it  to  the 
so-called  Democratic  party— ndesinictives,  as  we 
hold  them  to  be,  on  this,  as  on  some  other  topics—to 
legislate  for  this  great  country  in  regard  to  the  vi- 
talquestion  of  the  currency.  At  least,  let  us,  be- 
fore we  separate,  adopt  a  measure — though  not  the 
best,  which  we  know  is  impossible — ^yet  one  which 
cannot  fail  to  set  the  country  forward  on  the  right 
track,  and  in  the  high  road  to  prosperitv,  so  that  the 
party  which  is  to  supplant  us  here  in  the  next  Con- 
gress, if  they  shall  then  v^ture  on  their  destructive 
measures,  shall  not  have  this  excuse  for  their  eon- 
duct— that  they  found  the  whole  field  of  operation 
waste  and  derelict,  and  that  they  were  bound  to  re- 
claim and  re-enter  upon  it  after  their  own  wonted 
manner.  We  have  now  an  opportunity  of  acting 
on  this  subject  in  a  way  which  Cannot  £ail  to  result 
in  some  benefit  to  the  country,  and  so  as  to  make 
our  opponents  pause  before  they  shall  lay  their 
hands  on  our  work  to  destroy  it.  Perhaps  in  this 
way  they  may  be  wholly  deterred  from  their  de- 
structive policy.  Who  can  tell?  If  not,  we  shall 
have  done  our  duty.  But  how  can  we  justify  inac- 
tiou?  We  have  ourselves,  by  our  own  acts  of  re- 
peal, thrown  open  a  broad  highway  to  the  question 
of  the  currency;  and  do  we  now  propose  to  with- 
draw ourselves  wholly  from  it,  and  leave  it  £ree 
and  unobstructed,  for  those  to  rush  in — almost  invi- 
ted by  ourselves  to  enter— whom  we  lately  struggled 
so  desperately  to  dispossess  and  expel  fh»m  this 
very  position?  Strange  conduct  this,  it  seems  to 
roe;  and  such  as  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  stand 
upon  before  those  to  ttrhom  we  must  render  up  oar 
account. 

But,  Mx.  Chairman,  I  take  leave  of  the  subject. 
I  have  spoken,  some  may  think,  as  if  I  expected  to 
succeed.  No,  sir;  no.  I  have  only  spoken  as  ifthe 
measure  1  present  deserved  to  succeed,  I  indnlgt 
in  no  vain  expectations  about  it.  I  understand  per- 
fectly the  difficulties  it  has  to  encounter  in  this 
body;  and,  having  acquitted  myself  folly  of  my  duty 
in  regard  to  the  whole  subject,  1  leave  the  measurs 
to  its  fate. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CUSHING, 

O^  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  Hou^e  of  Bepreaentativ^a,  Feb,  28,  1848 — 
On  the  Ashburton  treaty. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  in  addition  to  the  remarks  made 
by  him  on  the  28th  of  February,  in  support  of  the 
bill  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Ashburton  treaty,  as 
reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  1st  of 
March,  intended  (if  time  had  permitted)  tosulnnit 
to  the  House  the  following  general  view  of  the  bill 
under  consideration: 

The  CommiHee  on  Foreign  Affairs  found,  on  m- 
specdon  of  the  treaty,  that,  in  order  to  give  full  ef- 
fect thereto,  legislation  by  Congress  was  neeestary 
on  the  following  points,  viz:  ^ 

1.  The  organization  ^ind  compensation  of  a  coa- 
mis^ion  to  run,  trace,  and  mark  ceitain  pans  ef 
the  boundary  line  ^ween  the  United  fittfes  vt\ 
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the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  as  fixed 
S&d  prescribed  bj  the  said  treaty. 

^  To  make  aj^opriation  of,  and  provide  for 
orm^Krina  from  the  treasury,  ^certain  sums  of  money 
reqaired  by  the  said  treaty  to  be  paid  to  the  Slates 
of  Bdaine  and  Massachusetts. , 

The  committee  were  also  of  opinion  that  it  was 
proper  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  provision  to  authorize 
the  application  of  a  part  of  the  regular  naval  appro- 
priauoQ  to  the  preparation,  eqmpmeat*  and  main- 
tenance^on  the  coast  of  Africa  of  a  safUcient  fquad- 
ron,  In^rder  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  ihe 
Tin  i ted  Stat^  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade. 

This  treaty  having  been  duly  negotiated  under 
anthority  of  the  Executive,  and  ratified  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  now  consti^ 
tales  an  integral  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  in  the  express  terms  of  the  Constitution;  in 
consideration  of  which  the  committee  would,  with- 
out other  investigation  of  the  subject,  have  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  present  to  the  H6use,  as  they  had 
done,  a  bill  covering  those  points  of  the  treaty 
which  call  for  action  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Air.  C.  desired  for  himseli,  as  this  question  had 
been  verv  vpluminously  discussed  elsewhere,  to  lay 
before  the  House  only  a  brief  analysis  of  those 
particular  provisions  and  objects  of  the  treaty  whidi 
call  for  present  legislation,  and  of  the  reasons  of 
public  right  and  policy  on  which  such  of  its  several 
stipulations  are  founded. 

The  treaty  has.  three  great  objects,  viz:  1.  To  set- 
tle and  define  the  boundaries  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  Slates  and  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  North  America.  2.  For  the  final  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slave-trade;  and,  3d.  For  the 
reciprocal  extradition  in  certain  cases  of  criminals 
i  acriti  ve  from  justice. 

I.  To  settle  and  define  boundaries. 

In  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  by  which  Great  Britain  recognises 
the  independence  and  the  existing  territorial  rights 
and  possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  boundfary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America  on  the  north  and  east  is 
described  in  the  words  following: 

*'Aitlc]62.  And  that  all  dispatet  which  mlffhl  arise  in  future, 
on  the  lubjeeior  the  boundaries  of  the  eaid  United  States,  may 
be  preysDted,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the  following 
are,  and  shall  be,  their  boundaries,  rix:  From  the  northwest  an- 

5le  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz:  that  angle  which  Is  formed  by  a  line 
rawD  due  north  from  tlie  source  of  the  Saint  Croix  river  to 
the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselTss 
into  tbe  iSt.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean^to  tha  north  westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river;  thence 
down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  dejgree  of 
n<Hth  latittrae;  fiom  thence,  by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude, 
until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroguoia  or  Cacaraguy;  (hence  along 
iha  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake  Ontario,  thrsuch  the  middle 
of  said  lake  nnol  itstrike«i  the  communication  by  water  be- 
tweeo  itiat  lake  and  Lake  Brie;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
communication  into  Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake, 
until  it  unrives  at  the  water  communication  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Huron;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water  com* 
municatlon  into  Lake  Huron;  thence  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  to  the  water  cemmimicaiion  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Superior,  northward  to  the  isles  Roval  aitd  Philippeauz,  to  tbe 
Long  Lake;  thence  through  tbe  middle  of  the  sala  Long  Lake, 
and  UM  water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  to  the  said  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through  the  said 
lake  to  the  moA  northwestern  point  thereof:  and  from  thence,  on 
a  due-west  course,  to  the  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  inter* 
9tL  the  northernmost  part  of  the  thiriy-flrst  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude, flouth  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  doe  east  from  the  deterroina- 
tion  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  In  the  latitude  of  thircy-one  de- 
grees north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachi* 
cola  or  Catahouche;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  Junc- 
tion wkh  the  Flint  river;  thence  straight  to  the  head  of  Be. 
Mary's  livsr;  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  8u  Bfary's 
river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  East  by  a  tine  to  be  drawn  aloog 
tbe  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  Its  month,  in  the  Bay  of 
Foody,  to  its  source;  and  from  its  source,  directly  north,  to  the 
ftfotesakl  highlands,  which  divide  therivers  that  fall  into  ths  At- 
lantic ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  St  Lawrence: 
comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty  lesgues  of  any  part  of 
the  snores  of  thelTnited  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  ca^  from  the  points  where  the  afoie«aid  boundaries 
between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the 
other,  shall  respectively  touch  tbe  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean;  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  here- 
tofore have  been,  within  thelimitsof  thesaid  province  of  Nova 
Scotia." 

Mnch  of  tbe  line  thos  described  rmning  through 
regions  of  country  the  geography  of  which  was 
very  imperfectly  known  at  that  time,  controversies 
soon  spranz  op  between  the  two  Qovemments  as  to 
the  exact  locality  of  yarious  sections  of  the  de-^ 
'scribed  line;  which  controversies,  thongh  some  of 
them  we#e  adjusted  from  time  to  time,  yet  contin- 
ued to  exist  in  part  until  they  were  all  terminated 
by  the  negotiation  of  the  present  treaty. 

A  question  arose  in  tne  beginning  as  to  what 
ri^er  was  intended  by  the  name  St.  Croix,  const!- 
tating  tbe  commencement  of  the  boundary  Ji^e  on 


the  Atlantic  coast — there  being  three  several  rivers 
which  were  known,  or  claimra  by  one  or  the  other 

girty,  to  have  been  intended  by  the  designation  of 
t.  Croix.  This  controversy  was  seuled  b^  joint 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  5ih  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  at  London  on  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  who  fixed  upon  the  Schodiac  as  the 
true  St.  Croix  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  thus  veri- 
fied and  established  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river  to  its  source. 

A  question  arose  next  as  to  the  line  beginning  at 
the  source  of  the  Si.  Croix,  as  above  ascertained, 
and  fh»m  thence  to  where  the  boundary  strikes  the 
river  Iroquois.  For  tbe  settlement  of  this,  a  con- 
vention was  concluded  4>et  ween  the  two  Qovem- 
ments in  1803,  referring  to  arbitration  this  amon^ 
other  parts  of  the  line,  which  received  the  unani- 
mous assent  of  the  Senate,  with  the  exception  of 
its  5th  article  relating  to  the  line  between  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  and  the  Mississippi;  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  convention  failed  to  go  into  operation; 
and  this,  with  other  questions,  remained  open,  to  be- 
come one  of  the  sut^cts  of  discussion  at  Ghent. 

By  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  34th  of 
December,  1814,  provision  was  at  length  made  for 
the  adjustment  of  all  the  questions  of  toundary  be- 
tween tiie  two  Gk>vemments  on  the  line,  beginning 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  and  from  thence  to 
the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods. 

This  line  was  divided  into  three  sections^  which 
we-re  respectively  referred  to  joint  commission ei^ 
to  adjust;  and,  if  they  could  not  agree,  then  the 
question  ih  each  case  was  to  be  submitted  to  the 
arbitration  of  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State. 

1.  Provision  was  made,  under  the  5th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  source  of  tbe  St.  Croix 
and  ending  at  the  river  Iroquois. 

2.  Provision  was  made,  iinder  the  6th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  latter  point  and  ending 
at  the  water  communication  between  Lake  Huron 
and  Lake  Superior. 

3.  Provision  Was  made,  under  the  7th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  water  communication 
between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  and 
thence  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods, 

Meanwhile,  the  United  States  having,  by  the 
treaty  with  the  French  Republic  of  .the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  acquired  possession  of  Louisiana,  it 
became  necessary  to  adjust  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  possessions  oi'^the  two  Governments  we^ 
of  the  Mississippi;  in  doing  which,  correction  was 
made  for  that  part  of  the  line  of  the  treaty  of  Paris 
between  the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  and  the  river  Mississippi,  which  part 
of  the  line  bad  been  erroneously  described  in  that 
treaty,  under  the  fadse  supposition  that,  if  drawn 
due  west  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  it  would 
strike  the  Mississippi.  These  lines  were  in  part 
fixed  by  the  stipulations  of  the  trea^  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Lon« 
don  on  the  20th  of  October,  1818,  which  provide 
that,  for  the  boundary  from  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  a  straight  line 
shall  be  drawn  to  intersect  at  right  angles  tne  ibrty- 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  proceeding  thence  to  the 
Stony  Mountains;  the  adjustment  ofthe  respective 
r^hts  of  the  two  Governments  west  of  the  Stony 
Mountains  being  reserved  for  future  negotiations. 

Of  the  several  sections  of  boundary  intended  to 
be  arranged  under  the  provisions  ofthe  treaty  of 
Ghent,  by  commissioners  or  by  arbitration,  one  part 
only  was  in  fact  adjusted,  viz:  from  where  the 
fortv-fi Ah  parallel  of  latitude  intersects  the  Iroquois 
to  the  foot  of  the  Neebish  rapids,  between  Lake 
Hurob  and  Lake  Superior.  Upon  the  other  parts 
of  the  boandary — that  is  to  say,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  long  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  river  Iroquois,  constituting  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  part  of  New  York;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  a  point  between  Lake  Huron  and 
Lake  Superior,  to  the  northwestern  extremity  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  constituting,  in  part,  the 
boundary  of  tbe  State  of  Michigan— the  commis- 
sioners did  not  agree. 

In  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  5th 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  two  Governments, 
by  the  treaty  ofthe  29th  September,  1827,  submitted 
one  of  these  two  unadjusted  lines  to  the  arbitra 
tion  of  the  King  ofthe  Netherlands;  whose  award, 
made  in  1831,  not  having  been  accepted  by  the 
United  States,  that  portion  of  tbe  boundary  has  con- 


tinued to  be  in  litigation  between  the  two  Govern^ 
ments,  perpetually  disturbing  their  harmony,  and 
subjecting  them  continually  to  the  imminent  dan- 
ger  of  war.  The  treaty  of  Washington  concludes 
all  the  Questions  of  boundary  between  Greaji  Brit« 
ain  and  the  United  States,  which  arose  originally 
upon  the  terms  ofthe  treaty  of  Paris,  and  for  the 
adjustment  of  which  the  provisions  made  by  tbe 
treaty  of  Ghent  had,  as  yet,  remained  without  full 
effect. 

It  does  not  appearlhat,  prior  to  the  late  negotia- 
tions, any  discussion  occurred  between  the  (wo 
(Governments  in  regard  to  tbe  unadjusted  Nonh- 
eastern  boundary  line — that,  namely,  Irom  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  the  nuM  north- 
western  point  of  the  Lake  ofthe  Woods;  which, 
therefore,  the  less  reouires  particular  notice,  it  be- 
ing sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  believed  to  havebeeux 
settled  in  a  manner  honorable  to  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  controverted  Noriheastera 
boundary  line,  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  have 
heretofore  expressed  their  unanimous  opinion  in 
conformity  with  the  convictions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  at  large,  and  in  which  I  fully 
concur:  that,  according  to  the  true  construction  of 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  (he  whol^  ofthe 
disputed  territory  did  not  belong  to  the  United 
States. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  due  in  candor  to  both 
Governments,  to  consider  whether  the  position  of 
the  controversy  was  such  that  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  required,  and  their  interests  admit-^ 
ted,  a  resort  to  war  as  the  only  means  of  termina*^ 
ting  the  controversy;  or  whether,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  might  nof  be  terminated  bonoraibly  with- 
out war,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  terms  and  condi« 
tions. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
successive  adniissions  or  acts  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  different  stages  of  the  controversy,  have 
been  such  as  to  discountenance  the  idea  of  war 
upon  the  mere  point  of  title,  unless  by  incidents 
occurring  in  the  controversy,  or  by  the  absence  of 
any  other  alternative  that  should  be  rendered  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  tbe  honor  or  maintain  the  in- 
terest ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  whose  Presidency  the  treaty  of 
1803  for  the  settlement  of  this  question  was  ne^o* 
tiated,  expressed  at  that  time  the  following  opinioa 
upon  the  subject : 

*' A  farther  knowledge  of  the  ground  in  the  northeastern  and 
northwestern  angles  of  the  United  States  has  evinced  that  tha 
boundaries  established  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  lietween  tha 
British  territories  and  ours  in  those  parts,  were  too  imperfectly 
derciibed  to  be  susceptible  of  execution.  It  has,  tfierefore^ 
boM  thought  worthy  or  attention,  for  preserving  and  cherish- 
ing the  harmony-and  osefdl  intercourse  sobaisting  between  tha 
two  nations,  to  reaooTe,  by  timely  arrangements,  what  unfa« 
vorable  incidents  might  otherwise  render  a  ground  of  futura 
misunderstanding.  A  conreniion  ha^,  therefore,  been  entered 
Into,  which  provides  for  a  practicable  demarcation  of  those 
limits  to  the  saUsfiictlon  of  both  parties.*' 

Mr.  Madison,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  not 
only  entertained  the  same  views,  but  also  on  that 
account  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  new  con* 
veniional  line,  as  follows : 

"In  filing,''  bald  be,  "ihe  point  at  which  the  lineisto  ter 
minate,  and  which  is  referred  to  as  the  northwest  angle  o 
Nova  ftcotia.  the  difllcnlty  arises  from  a  reference  of  the  treaty 
of  1789  to  *ti)o  bigblands.'  which  it  is  now  found  have  no  defi- 
nite existence.  To  remove  thie  difliculty,  no  better  expedient 
occurs  than  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  third  commis- 
sioner, as  in  article  5  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  and  to  authorise 
the  three  to  determine  on  a  point  to  he  substituted  fcnr  the  de> 
scription  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  having  dua 
regard  to  the  general  idea  that  the  line  ought  to  terminate  oa 
the  elevated  ground  dividing  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic 
from  those  emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  Tha 
commissioners  may  also  t>e  authorized  to  substitute  for  the  de- 
scription of  the  boundary  between  the  point  so  fixed  and  tha 
northwestemmost  head  of  the  Connecticut  river,  nsmely,  a 
line  'along  the  said  highlands;'  such  a  reference  to  intermedl« 
ate  sources  of  rivers,  or  other  ascertained  or  aseenainabia 
points,  to  be  connected  by  straight  lines,  as  will  admit  of  9Bwf 
and  accurate  execution  hereafter,  and  as  will  best  comport  witii. 
the  apparent  intention  of  the  treaty  of  1783." 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  each  either  in  the 
Cabinet  or  in  the  Presidency,  sanctioned  an  ori* 
ginal  act  of  arbitration  in  preference  to  war. 

Gleneral  Jaclrson  was  in  favor  of  acceding  to  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands;  and  aAer* 
wards  authorized  a  proposition  of  construction, 
which  was  equivalent  to  a  new  conventional  line» 
and  also  a  proposition  of  mutual  arrangement  by 
equivalents. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  entered  into  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain  for  settling,  the  question  by  re- 
currence to  a  second  arbitration,  which  negotia* 
tions  were  |>ending  when  the  present  Admiiualra« 
tion  came  into  power.  Upon  whicli.  there  re* 
mained  for  the  Goyenu&eAt  (tf  the  United  State% 
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<jriy  thefbllowing  alternative  courses  among  which 
to  choose,  namely: 

1.  War. 

%  Absoldle  inaction:  the  neglect  or  Indefinite 
postponement  of  the  question. 

3.  A  tiew  arbitration. 

4.  Negotiation  with  a  view  to  the  conventional 
arrangement  of  the  question  by  mutual  concessions, 
and  by  means  of  equivalents,  saving  the  honor  and 
interests  of  both  Governments. 

If  there  had  been  no  other  and  higher  consider- 
ation fo  forbid  immediate  recourse  to  war  on  this 
question,  it  would  have  been  precluded  by  the  ar- 
rival in  the  United  States  of  a  special  minister, 
sent  hither  by  Great  Britain  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  endeavoring  to  arrange  the  question  in  an 
amicable  spirit;  and  the  same  fact  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  abstain  from  or 
evade  action  upon  the  subject.  And  the  Govern- 
ment was,  of  course;  compelled  to  consider  and 
decide  whether  it  wouid  proceed  to  complete  the 
negotiation  for  a  second  arbitration,  as  begun  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren;  or  whether  it  would  enter  into  a 
treaty  for  a  new  conventional  line  satisfactory  to 
both  Gh^vernments. 

In  deciding  which  of  these  two  courses  to  adopt, 
and  wnat  should  be  the  conditions  and  equivalents 
of  a  new  treaty,  it  became  necessary  to  consider 
not  only  the  general  interests  of  the  United  States, 
but  also  the  particular  interests  of  ihe  States  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts;  since  it  was  the  terri- 
tory of  one,  and  the  property  of  both,  which  con- 
stituted the  chief  subject  of  dispute.  And  accord- 
ingly, though  the  Constitution  confers  on  the  Union 
alone  the  exclusive  power  of  treaty,  yet,  recog- 
nising the  right  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  be 
heard  in  the  matter,  the  Federal  Government  in- 
cited them  to  appoint  commissioners  respectively 
to  repair  to  this  city,  and  confer  with  the  author- 
ities of  this  Government  concerning  a  line  by 
agreement  or  compromise,  with  its  equivalents  and 
compensation;  which  invitation  was  complied  with 
by  those  States. 

The  commissioners  of  those  two  States,  in  com- 
mdn  with  the  authorities  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
nent,  were  of  opinion  that  negotiation  for  a  new 
conventional  line  by  equivalents  was  preferable  to 
a  second  arbitration— not  only  because  of  the  de- 
lay attending  the  latter  course,  but  because  of  the 
probability  that  it  might,  in  its  result,  ^  less  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  was  the  present  treaty 
concluded,  establishing  a  new  conventional  line, 
with  the  assent  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  who, 
for  the  cession  of  a  part  of  the  soil  of  Maine,  the 
propeny  of  both  States,  receive,  besides  the  great 
poon  of  peace,  compensations  and  equivalents  in 
money,  and  the  privilege  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  St.  John.  Anv  question  in  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  those  two  States  is  of  course 
concluded  by  their  previous  assent  to  the  treaty; 
and  it  only  remains  to  consider  how  the  treaty  in 
thi<i  part  of  it  affects  the  rights  of  other  States 
and  of  the  Union. 

In  regard  to  the  individual  interests  of  the  other 
States  immediately  affected— namely.  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  and  New  York — ^there  is  no  room 
for  controversy;  since  the  treaty  adopts,  from 
among  the  disputed  lines,  the  one  most  favorable 
for  New  Hampshire,  and  obtains  from  Great 
Britain  the  relinquishment  of  a  considerable  tract 
of  territory  along  the  frontier  of  Vermont  and 
New  York,  heretofore  supposed  to  belong  to  those 
States;^ut  which  recent  examinations  had  shown  to 
belong  of  right  to  Great  Britain;  in  which  cession 
is  included  the  all-important  acquisition  of  the  mil- 
itary position  of  Rouse's  Point. 

As  a  question  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
United  States,  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate,  who  were 
the  constitutional  judges  on  that  point,  would  seem 
to  be  conclusive  of  the  subject. 

It  has  been  ol^ted,  however,  that  the  treaty  in- 
volves concession  to  Great  Britain— that  Is  to  say, 
the  relinquishment  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
Maine,  and,  through  Maine,  to  the  United  Stales. 
But  no  amicable  arrangement,  it  is  obvious,  of  any 
long-controverted  question  of  mutual  rights,  can 
ever  he  concluded  between  two  powerful  and  proud 
nations,  without  concessions  on  one  or  the  other 
side,  or  on  both  sides.  In  this  case,  there  has  been 
reciprocity  of  concession;  and  the  States  directly  in 
teresied  have,  by  their  commissioners,  declared  in 
effect  that  those  reciprocal  concessions  are  founded 


course,  under  such  circumstances,  it  has  been  right- 
ly judged  by  the  Senate  that  the  concession  made 
on  our  side  dote  not  prejudice  the  honor  of  the 
United  StatefT. 

Specific  object  )ns  have  been  made  to  the  particu- 
lar concessions  themselves,  more  especially  because 
of  the  relinquishment  to  Great  Britain  of  the  smaH 
tract  of  desert  land  at  the  head-waters  of  the  8c 
Francis,  which,  it  has  been  argued,  places  an  Im; 
portant  military  position  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain.  This  idea  is  distinctly  met  bj  the  com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  their  report  to 
their  Government;  who  pronounce  that  this  narrow 
belt  of  land  isof  "comparatively  little  value;"  and 
who  add:  ''To  Great  Britain,  nearly  its  whole  value 
will  consist  in  securing  to  her  a  broad  inhospitable 
wilderness  frontier.  Such  a  frontier  in  that  quar- 
ter is  not  undesirable  even  to  Maine.  Itspoisses- 
sion  to  Maine  would  be  of  little  value,  and  is  more 
a  mailer  of  pride  than  interest."  And  there  is  the 
amplest  possible  evidence,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
best  informed  military  men,  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  military  position,  tne  tract  in  question  is  wn(^)y 
valueless  to  both  countries;  aUd,  by  interposing  a 
desert  barrier  between  them,  is  as  convenient  to 
one  as  to  the  other. 

Finally:  it  has  been  objected  that  the  treaty  leaves 
unadjusted  the  great  controversy  as  to  the  country 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  But  that  is  not  so 
much  a  question  of  boundary  as  it  is  of  vast  terri- 
oriai  rights.  Nor  is  it  any  valid  cause  to  condemn 
a  treaty  which  settles  many  questions,  that  it  leaves 
one  unsettled.  It  is  the  same  fact  which  has  re- 
peatedly occurred  before  in  our  negotiations  with 
England;  and  the  United  States  run  no  risk  of  loss, 
but  the  contrary,  so  far  as  regards  Oregon,  by  the 
attention  of  the  Federal  Government  Ming  undi- 
videdly  fixed  on  that  important  region. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  when  it  is  seen  thai,  by 
these  arrangements,  the  immense  interests  of  all  the 
Northern  frontier  *  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Atlantic  sea  to  the  Lake  of  the  Wo6ds,are  amica- 
bly settled;  that, of  the  disputed  territory  in  Maine, 
the  largest  part  \t  quantity,  and  far  the  largest  in 
value,  is  retained  by  us;  that  no  cession  is  made  to 
Great  Britain,  without  equivalent  concession  to  the 
United  States;  that,  among  the  latter  concessions,  are 
several  valuable  acquisitions  of  territory  uiade  by 
us  in  the  North  and  Northwest;  that  sundry  minor 
questions  o(  border  interests  are  at  the  same  tiote 
satisfactorily  disposed  of;  that,  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  we  have  secured  to  ourselves  one  of  the 
most  important  positions,  if  not  the  most  important, 
on  the  whole  frontier;  and  that,  in  fine,  firm  sta- 
hility  is  now  given  to  the  peaceful  relations  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States;— it  must  be  considered 
and  admitted,  when  all  this  is  seen,  that,  so  far  as 
regards  questions  of  boundary,  in  ratifying  the 
treaty,  the  Senate  have  judged  well  lor  tne  honor 
and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

II.  The  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  has,  from 
the  beginning,  manifested  an  earnest  and  persever- 
ing solicitude  to  put  an  end  to  the  African  slave- 
trade.  This  wisn  has  appeared,  in  the  first  place, 
in  all  our  legislation;  the  United  States  having  been 
the  earliest  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  pro- 
nounce its  formal  condemnation  by  penal  laws, 
among  which  is  the  great  and  decisive  act  in  which 
that  trade  was  stignMitized  with  the  brand  of  piracy. 
Our  Government  has,  in  the  second  place,  pursued 
the  .same  policy  in  its  foreign  negotiations;  con- 
formably with  which,  on  concluding  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  we  entered  into  the  foUowmg  stipulation 
with  Great  Britain: 

Art.  10.  "WlMreaa  the  traffic  in  alavea  ii  Irreconcilatile  with 
ihe  principles  of  humanity  and  juitice;  and  whereat  both  hia 
BUjeaty  and  the  Unite<l  Siataa  ara  deeiroua  oi continuing  their 
rfforf  to  promote  ita  entire  atfolition,  ft  b  hereby  acieed  that 
both  theeontroeting  rtartie*  $haU  uaethtvr  best  €ndeavor$  to 
aecomptishoo  duirable  an  object." 

Meanwhile  the  British  Government  took  up  the 
idea  of  arrangement '  between  the  several  powers 
of  Chtistendom  for  the  reciprocal  concession  of 
the  ri^ht  of  search  on  the  high  seas,  as  the  means  of 
detectmg  and  arresting  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.  This  proposition,  when  first  made  by 
the  British  to  the  French  Government,  was  rejected; 
but  was  soon  afterwards  agreed  to  by  Spain  and  by 
Portugal,  so  far  as  regard  d  vessels  found  north  of 
the  equator;  and,  at  length,  by  France  and  by  most 
others  of  the  principal  Governments  of  Europe. 
Negotiations  were  also  entered  into  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to^b 
I    tain  the  same  concession  from  Us;  but,  although  at 


9tk  adeq^iate  equivalents  and  compensations.    Of  ||   one  period  our  Government  was  disposed  in  a  lim 


ited  degree  to  grant  Hiis,  yet^  owing  to  Iha  ««!• 
founded  jealousy  entertained  in  te  United  dMm 
on  the  subjea  of  the  right  of  search  in  gcnen^ 
abased  as  that  right  had  bieea  by  Qrm  Bntaia, 
when  exercised  by  her  as  a  belligerent  rfglit«-ihB 
contemplated  arrangement  on  the  subject  did  urn 
go  Into  operation;  and  the  policy  of  the  UifHed 
States  has  at  leneih  settled  doilm  into  afizedicci- 
ingiof  insuperable  objection  to  the  eximsion  of  tUm 
right  of  search  by  treaty,  in  any  manner,  or  lossy 
foreign  State  whatever,  and  especially  toGreM 
Britain. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  conld  noC  iaH  u 
remember  that  Great  Britain  had  reached  the  (act 
of  the  impressment  of  seamen  from  on  board  Amer- 
ican vessels  through  an  abuse  of  the  right  of  i 
The  British  Government  claimed  ^ 
the  belhgerent  right  to  enter  and  visit  oar 
in  search  of  persons  in  the  service  of  ca  cnsBy, 
and  tn  search  of  enemy's  goods  or  ^oods  eontiv 
band  of  war;  and  the  pretext  of  the  British  Govei»> 
men  I,  as  set  forth  in  the  celebrated  declaratioa  aC 
the  Prince  Regent  of  the  9th  of  Janfuary,  1813,  wax, 
that  although  a  British  officer  could  not  enter aa 
Americaa  vessel  for  the  express  purpose  of  im- 
pressment, yet  that,  having  onee  entered  the  vcsH 
for  the  lawful  cause  of  search  for  contraband  of 
war  or  enemy's  person  or  goods,  he  migbtthem 
proceed  to  examine  the  crew,  and  impress  them  a^ 
British  seamen.  If  such  consequences,  nnlawfal 
in  themselves,  and  as  a  primary  cause  of  entnr, 
could  be  founded  on  the  lawful  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search,  they  constituted  a  permanent  ob- 
stacle to  any  extension  of  the  right  of  search  be- 
yond what  already  existed  of  that  rignt  under  the 
general  law  ol  nations.  However  desirable  ii 
might  be  to  extinguish  the  African  slave-trade,  and 
to  prevent  the  Americitn  fiag  from  being  misused 
in  the  African  seas  to  cover  the  slave-traders  of 
other  nations,  it  was  still  more  important  to  pre- 
serve the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  SttOes 
from  the  abuses  and  oppressions  to  which  it  might 
be  subject  under  conces^aons  of  any  right  of  search 
to  Great  Britain.  These  abuses  had  already  ih- 
volved  the  two  nations  in  war,  and,  if  an  opening 
were  afibrded  for  their  renewal,  they  could  scarce- 
ly fail  to  terminate  once  again  in  the  same  disas- 
trous conclusion. 

Upon  which  Great  Britain,  while  steadily  pur- 
suing the  policy  of  negotiating  with  each  of  the 
European  powers  treaties  of  reciprocal  search  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  superadded  to 
this  the  enactment  of  an  act  of  Parliament  of  the 
24th  of  August,  1839,  under  which  the  admirahy 
was  authorized  to  issue  orders  to  British  cruiseis 
to  capture  all  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade 
not  being  justly  entitled  to  claim  the  protection  or 
flag  of  any  state  or  nation,  and  providing  that  every 
such  vessel  should  be  subject  to  seizure,  detentioD, 
and  condemnation,  if,  in  the  equipment  of  suck 
vessel,  there  should  be  found  any  one  of  certain 
enumerated  things,  described  in  the  act  of  Fariia- 
ment  as  constituting  cause  of  suspicion,  or^rtaa 
facie  evidence  of  the  actual  employment  of  the 
vessel  m  the  transport  of  slaves.  iThe  Duke  of 
Wellington,  Lord  Lyndhurst,  and  other  ^stin- 
guished  personages,  protested  against  the  passage  U 
this  law;  alleging  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  inter- 
polate the*English  municipal  law  into  the  law  of 
nations;  that  it  would  violate  the  T\ghXs  of  all  Eu- 
rope, and  especially  those  of  Portugal  and  France; 
and  that,  above  all,  it  could  not  fail  to  embroil  Eng- 
land with  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Nevertheless,  the  act  was  immediately  put  in 
force  against  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  in  chief  part  the  cause  of  the  late  controversy 
between  the  two  Governments  in  re^rd  to  the 
seizure  of  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  ob 
the  coast  of  Africa;  which  controversy  led  to  the 
following  emphatic  announcement,  by  the  Prtti- 
dent  of  tne  United  States,  of  the  determination  and 
policy  of  our  Government  on  this  subject: 

"However  deairoua  the  United  8tatea  may  tw  for  the  np* 
preaaionof  the  alare.tiade,  thej  eannot  consent  lo  Iwarpote* 
tions  into  ilie  maritime  code,  at  the  mere  will  and  pto— uia  of 
ottier  0<>remroen(B.  We  (jeny  the  riglK  of  any  such  lucirpola 
tion  to  any  one  or  all  the  nati.  ns  of  the  earth,  wfibovt  anr  ea»> 
aenL  We  claim  to  hare  a  Toice  in  all  amendmeota  or  altera 
tione  of  thai  code;  imd  when  we  ore  given  to  undarataod,  aa  li 
thffl  instance,  by  a  foieign  OoYernment,  that  its  treaileswMi 
other  nations  caniioi  be  executed  without  the  asialiliriMMtt 
and  enforcement  of  new  principles  of  roariilme  pc^tos^  to  to 
applied  without  our  consent,  we  must  rniploy  a  laoeiaga 
neither  of  cqnivocal  import,  nor  evsrepi ible  of  naistjuiiaitai 
Uon.  American  citisenp,  prn^ecuting  a  lawAil  ropBiafce  to 
the  African  seas,  ondrr  the  flag  of  tliflir  couqitt.  mrm  n 
sponsible  for  the  alrase  or  uolawful  use  of  Uiai  llMteai 
nor  can  they  righifolly,  on  account  of  anvauch  aUnci  ab 
b9  interrupted,  molested,  or  detained^  wJm  en  ^baeeeaiL* 
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At  tbe  same  tintf ,  h  waa  andeniaUe  and  notori- 
)i]<  t|mt  the  American  flag  had  been  fraudulently 
Mamed  in  manj  instances  to  cover  the  enterprises 
>f  Splinish,  Portogoese,  or  Brazilian  slave-traders. 
W\uLtt  thmi,  did  it  become  the  United  States  to  dol 
We:  had  asserted  oar  owd  independence  of  Great 
Britain  in  this  matter;  we  had  maintained,  so  far 
IS  r^arded  as,  the  liberty  of  the  sea;  we  bad  re- 
MHedr  the  propoeition  or  a  reciprocal  right  of 
eareb;  we  bad  rejected  for  ourselves  tbat  general 
K>)ioe  of  the  ocean  wbich  Qreat  Britain  seemed 
Uspoaed  to  arrogate.  Having  done  this,  it  re- 
nauied  fbr  as  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  our  flag, 
md  to  see  to  the  execution  of  our  laws  on  tbe  coast 
»f  Africa,  bf  maintaining  a  police  of  our  own  in 
hose  seas.  And  the  stipulation  of  tbe  treaty  of 
^hent  called  upon  us  to  do  this,  in  concert  and  co- 
tperatioa  wiib  Great  Britain. 

These  considerations  resulted  in  the  adoption  of 
he  8th  and  9th  articles  of  the  present  treaty,  which 
provide  for  concerted  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
iea,  to  the  tacft  exclusion  of  the  right  of  search, 
tnd  ibr  iremonstrance  with  those  powers  whi<^h 
till  tolerate  the  African  slave-trade. 

The  arrangement  now  adopted  seems  to  be  tbe 
rue  and  only  solution  of  the  mixed  problem  of  duty 
ind  of  honor  involved  in  the  fact  that,  while,  on  the 
mebandytbetTnited  Stales  were  bouod  by  treaty,  by 
lomestic  policy,  and  by  general  obligation,  to  prevent 
be  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade  under  our  flag, 
ve  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  felt  ourselves  compelled 
0  refuse  to  England  the  concession  of  the  recipro- 
til  rfgbt  of  search  on  the  ocean.  And  it  is  be- 
ieved  that  not  only  is  the  arrangement  an  honor- 
itrie  otfe,  so  fer  as  concerns  tbe  character  of  the 
Uaited '  States,  but  that  it  has  had  an  important  in- 
loeno^  in  arresting  the  progress  of  Great  Britain 
owards  tbe  interpolation  of  a  new  maritime  as- 
mnptloQ  of  hers  into  the  law  of  nations,  through 
be  means  of  conventional  intercession's,  as  be- 
ween  her  and  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  C.  would  abstain  iVom  discfissing  at  length  the 
"eaiahiing  object  of  the  treaty— namely,  the  extra- 
litioB  of  fugitive  criminals— because  no  present 
egistetlon  is  rtqcrisite  in  relation  thereto;  as,  also, 
bt  the  same  reason,  from  entering  at  large  into 
hose  parts  of  tbe  correspondeiice  which  are  only 
x>llateral  to  the  treaty. 

It  is  tbe  well-understood  principle  of  the  law  of 
lations,  that,  without  conventional  engagements  to 
bat  efiect,  no  State  is  bound  to  deliver  up  to  any 
foreign  Government  strangers  seeking  refuge  and 
tsylum,  because  of  crimes  committed  elsewhere, 
Nrbatever  be  ih^  nature  of  those  crimes.  Without 
here  bein^  a  Convention  on  the  subject,  each  State 
udges  for  itself,  asv  the  case  arises,  whether  it  will 
)r  will  not  deliver  up  a  fugitive  criminal  to  another 
State  requesting  the  same.  It  is  generally  refused 
n  the  case  of  political  offences:  it  is  frequently 
granted,  either  under  treaty  or  as  an  act  of  interna- 
lonal  comity,  in  the  case  of  heinous  municipal  of* 
fences  against  private  property  or  person.  Such  is 
he  rule,  and  such  the  practice,  as  laid  down  in  tbe 
xx)ks  of  internatipnal  law.  The  principle  has 
)een  recognised  frequently  in  the  intercourse  be- 
ween  the  United  States  and  other  Governments; 
tod  is  very  amply  discussed  in  two  opinions  given 
)v  Mr.  win,  as  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
states — first,  in  1817,  on  the  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  William  Mannini?;  and,  secondly,  on 
bat  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  in  1821;  each  of  them  a 
ngitive  from  tbe  justice  of  the  British  Gk)vern- 
nent. 

in  (he  absence  of  any  conventional  arrangement 
yj^  this  point  between  Great  Britain  and  tbe  United 
^tes,  each  Government  is  subjected  to  much  in- 
convenience, by  reason  of  the  contiguity  of  a  por- 
ion  of  their  territories,  as  well  as  by  their  identity 
3f  race  and  language.  It  is  not  for  the  interest  of 
iither  country  to  become  the  common  receptacle  of 
the  felons  of  the  other.  Hence  the  stipulation  in 
■he  treaty  for  the  reciprocal  surrender  oi  criminals 
rngitive  from  justice,  in  certain  specified  and  care- 
fully guarded  cases  of  municipal  ifelony — tbe  stipn- 
Qlaiion,  nevertheless,  for  further  security,  it  il 
ibould  prove  liable  to  unforeseen  abuse,  being  ter- 
minable at  the  will  of  either  Government. 

In  the  correspondence  accompanying  the  treaty, 
explanations  are  demanded  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, the  rights  of  the  United  States  defended, 
and  onr  future  policy  declared  and  expounded,  on 
[iM-ee  great  questions,  which  have  at  diff*erent  times 
uiterrupted  tbe  harmony  of  the  two  Governments, 
ttamely :  flr^  the  interference  of  the  local  authori- 
ties hi  the  Br^h  colonies  with  slayes  on  boird  | 


American  coasting  vessels,  casually  driven,  by 
stress  of  weather  or  superior  force,  into  those  col- 
onies; second,  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Car- 
oline, at  Schlosser;  and,  third,,  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen  by  officers  of  the  British  Qoy- 
emment  on  the  high  seas — respecting  which,  Mr. 
C.  referred  to  the  documents  accompanying  the 
President's  message,  as  adding  to  the  other  consid- 
erations which  justified  the  passage  of  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House. 

T\taiy  between  Oreal  Britciny  Austria^  Prance^ 
Prussia^  and  Russia^  for  (he  suppression  of  the 
African  slave-trade. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible 
Trinity.  Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  King  of  Brus- 
sia,  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  being  de- 
sirous to  give  full  and  complete  efiect  to  (he  prin- 
ciples which  have  already  been  recorded  in  the 
solemn  declarations  made  by  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
Russia,  in  common  with  other  European  powers, 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  on  the  8ih  of  Feoruary, 
1815,  and  at  the  Congress  of  Verona,  on  the  28ih 
of  November,  183^— declarations  by  which  the  said 
powers  announced  that  they  were  ready  to  concur 
m  everything  that  might  secure  ^nd  accelerate  the 
con^plete  and  final  abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  and 
their  Majesties  having  been  invited  by  her  Majesty 
the  Glueen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  by  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  to  conclude  a  treatrfor  the  more  eff*ectual 
suppression  of  the  traffic,  their  said  Majesties  have 
determined  to  negotiate  and  conclude  together  & 
treaty  for  tbe  final  abolition  of  that  traffic.  And  to 
this  end  they  have  named  as  their  plenipotentiaries, 
that  is  to  say: 

Her  Majesty  the  Gtueen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  tbe  right  honorable 
George,  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Viscount  Gordon,  Vis- 
count Formariine,  Lord  Haddo,  Meibllck,  Tarvi«, 
and  Kellie,  a  Peer  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  mem- 
ber of  her  Majesty's  mast  honorable  Privy  Coun- 
cil, Knight  of  the  most  ancient  and  most  noble 
6rder  of  the  Thistle,  and  her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secietary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs; 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  Sieur  Augustus,  Baron 
de  Koller,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Ferdinand 
and  of  Merit  of  Sicily,  Councillor  of  Emba.ssy,  his 
Charge  d'Affbires  and  Plenipotentiary  in  London; 

His  Majesty  the  King  of^the  French,  the  Sieur 
Louis  de  Beaupoil,  Count  of  St.  Aulaire,  a  Peer 
of  France,  Grand  Ofl5cer  of  the  royal  order  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  Grand  Cross  of  the  order  of  Le- 
opokl  of  Belgium,  one  of  the  Forty  of  the  French 
Academy,  bis  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty; 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Sieur  Alex- 
ander Gustavus  Adolphus,  Baron  de  Schleinitz, 
Knight  of  the  royal  order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
his  Chamberlain,  Councillor  of  Legation,  Charge 
d'Afiaires  and  Plenipotentiary  in  London; 

And  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
the  Sieur  Philip,  Baron  de  Brunow,  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  the  white  Eagle,  of  St.  Anne  of  the  first 
class,  of  St.  Stanislaus  of  the  first  class,  of  St.  Waldi- 
mir  of  the  third.  Commander  of  the  order  of  St. 
Stephen  of  Hungary,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the 
Rea  Eagle,  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  his  Privy 
Counsellor,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  her  Britannic  Majesty: 

Who,  after  having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  good  and  due 
form,  have  agreed  upon  and  signed  the  following 
articles: 

Article  1.  Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  engage 
to  prohibit  all  trade  In  slaves,  either  by  their  respec- 
tive subjects,  or  under  iheir  respective  flags,  or  by 
means  of  capital  belonging  to  their  respective  sub- 
jects, and  to  declare  such  traffia  piracy.  Their 
Majesties  further  declare  that  any  vessel  which 
may  attempt  to  carry  on  the  slave-trade  shall,  by 
that  fact  alone,  lose  all  right  to  the  protection  of 
their  flag. 

Article  2.  In  order  more  completely  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  present  treaty,  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree,  by  common  coa^^ent,  that 
those  of  their  ships  of  war  which  shall  be  provided 
^^^^  speciai  warrants  and  orders,  preparea  accord- 
JflR  fo^ug  forms  of  tbe  annex  A  of  the  present 
treaty    ♦'^  y  search  every  merchant  vessel  belong- 

^fi^  lo  ^^v  ^®  ®^  *^^  ^^^^  contracting  parties 
wbiok    ^^«]  onreasonabU  grounds,  be  suspected  of 


being  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  ^ayes.  or  of  bavlog 
been  fitt^  oui  for  that  purpose,  or  of  having  been 
engaged  in  the  traffic  during  the  voyage  in  which 
she  shall  have  been  met  with  by  tbe  said  cruisers; 
and  tbat  such  cruisers  may.detain,  and  send  or  carry 
away  such  vessels,  in  order  that  they  may  l>e 
brought  to  trial  in  the  manner  here^er  agreed 
upon. 

Nevertheless,  the  abovementioned  right  of  search- 
ing the  merchant  vessels  of  any  one  or  other  of  the 
hii^h  contracting  parties,  shall  be  exercised  only  by 
ships  of  war  whose  comn>anders  shall  have  Xnt 
rank  of  captain,  or  that  of  lieutenant  In  the  royal 
or  imperial  navy,  unless  the  command  shall,  by 
reason  of  death  or  otherwise,  have  devolved  upon 
am  officer  of  inferior  rank;  The  commanders  of 
such  ships  of  war  shall  be  furnished  with  war- 
rants according  to  the  form  annexed  lo  the  present 
treaty,  under  letter  A. 

The  said  mutual  right  of  search  shall  not  be  ex- 
ercised within  the  Mediterranean  sea.  Moreover, 
the  space  within  which  the  exercise  of  the  said 
right  shall  be  confined,  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  32d  parallel  of  north  latitude;  on  the 
west  by  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  from  the 
point  where  the  32d  parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes 
tbat  coast,  down  to  the  45ih  parallel  of  south  lati- 
tude; on  the  south  by  the  45ih  parallel  of  south  lati- 
tude, from  the  point  where  that  parallel  strikes 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  to  the  80ih  degree  of 
longitude  east  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich; 
and  on  the  east  by  the  same  degree  of  longitude, 
from  the  point  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  45ih 
parallel  otsouih  latitude,  up  to  the  coast  of  India. 

Art.  3.  Each  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
which  may  choose  to  enmloy  cruisers  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade,  and  to  exercise  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search,  reserves  to  itself  to  fix,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  convenience,  the  number  of  the 
ships  of  war  wbich  shall  be  employed  on  the  ser- 
vice stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  present 
treaty,  as  well  as  the  stations  on  which  the  said~ 
ships  shall  cruise. 

The  names  of  the  ships  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  those  of"  their  commanders,  shall  be  com- 
municated by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
to  the  others;  and  they  shall  reciprocally  apprize 
each  other  every  time  that  a  cruiser  shall  oe  placed 
on  a  station,  or  shall  be  recalled  from  thence,  in 
order  that  the  necessary  warrants  may  be  delivered 
by  the  Grove.mments  authorizing  the  search,  and  re- 
turned to  tHose  Governments  ^  the  GK>vemment 
which  has  received  them,  when  those  warrants 
shall  no  longer  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of 
tbe  present  treaty. 

Art.  4.  Immediately  after  tbe  Government  which 
employs  the  cruisers  shall  have  notified  to  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  to  authorize  the  search,  the  num- 
ber and  the  names  of  the  cruiserfi  which  it  intends 
to  employ,  the  warrants  authorizing  the  search 
shall  be  made  out  according  to  the  form  annexed  to 
the  present  treaty  under  the  letter  A,  and  shall  be 
delivered  by  the  Gk>vemment  which  authorizes  tbe 
search  to  the  Government  which  employs  the 
cruiser.  v 

In  no  case  shall  the  mutual  right  of  search  be 
exercised  upon  the  ships  of  war  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parlies. 

The  high  contracting  parties  shall  agree  upon  a 
particular  signal,  to  be  used  exclusively  by  those 
cruisers  which  shall  be  invested  with  the  right  of 
search. 

Art.  5.  The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties authorized  to  exercise  the  right  of  search  and 
detenti('n  in  execution  of  the  present  treaty,  shall 
conform  themselves  strictly  to  the  instructions  an- 
nexed to  the  said  treaty  under  letter  B,  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  formalities  of  tbe  search  and  of  the 
detention,  as  well  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken, 
in  order  that  the  vessel  suspected  of  having  been 
employed  in  the  traffic  may  be  delivered  over  to 
tbe  competent  tribunals. 

The  high  contracting  parties  reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  making  in  these  instructions,  by 
common  consent,  such  alterations  as  circumstances 
may  render  necessary.  ^ 

The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
shall  mutually  efiford  to  each  other  assistance  in 
all  cases  when  it  may  be  useful  that  they  should  act 
in  concert. 

Art.  6.  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel,  sailing  un- 
der the  fia^  of  one  of  the  high  contractintr  parties, 
shall  have  oeen  detained  by  a  cruiser  of  the  other, 
duly  authorized  to  tbat  efiect  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  present  treaty,  sach  merchant 
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yesseli  as  well  as  the  master,  the  crew,  the  cargo, 
and  slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  shall  be  brought 
into  such  place  as  the  high  con  trading  parties  shall 
hare  respectively  designated  for  that  parpose;  and 
they  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  ap- 
pointed with  that  view  by  the  Gk>vernment  wiilnn 
whose  possessions  such  place  is  situated,  in  order 
that  proceedings  may  be  nad  with  respect  to  them 
before  the  competent  tribunals,  in  the  manner 
hereaAer  specified. 

When  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  shall  not 
see  fit  to  undertake  himself  the  bringing  in  and  the 
deliveringup  of  the  detained  vessel,  he  shall  intrust 
that  duty  to  an  oflicer  ot  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in 
the  royal  or  imperial  navy,  or,  at  least,  to  the  of- 
ficer  who  shall  at  the  time  be  the  third  in  authori-. 
ty  on  board  the  detaining  ship. 

Art.  7.  If  the  commander  of  a  crtiiser  of  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  should  have  reason  to 
suspect  that  a  merchant  vessel  sailiog  under  the 
convoy  of,  or  ini  company  with,  a  ship  of  war  ol 
one  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been  fiited  out 
For  that  trade,  he  shall  make  known  his  suspicions 
to  the  commander  of  the  ship-of-war,  who  shall 
proceed  alone  to  search  ihe  suspected  vessel;  and, 
in  case  the  last  mentioned  commander  should  as- 
certain that  the  suspicion  is  well  founded,  he 
shall  cau.*%e  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  master,  the 
crew,  ihe  cargo,  and  the  slaves  who  may  be  on 
board,  to  be  taken  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  natt^n 
of  the  detained  vesel,  to  oe  there  proceeded  against 
before  thecompetent  tdbunals  in  the  manner  here- 
after directed. 

An.  8.  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel,  detained 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  shall  arrive  at  the 
port  to  which  she  is  to  be  carried,  in  Conformity 
with  annexed  B  to  the  present  treaty,  the  com- 
mander of  the  cruiser  wnich  shall  have  detained 
her,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  her  in,  shall 
deliver  to  the  authorities  appointea  for  that  pur- 
pose, a  copy,  signed  by  himself,  of  all  the  lists,  dec- 
larations, and  other  documents  specified  in  the  in- 
structions annexed  to  the  present  treaty  under  letr 
ter  B;  and  the  said  authorities  shall  proceed,  in 
conseauence,  to  the  search  of  the  detained  vessel 
and  of  her  cargo,  as  also  to  an  inspection  of  her 
crew,  and  of  the  slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  af- 
ter having  previously  given  notice  of  the  time  of 
such  search  and  inspection  to  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser,  or  to  the  officer  who  shall  have  brought 
in  the  vessel,  in  order  that  he,  or  some  person 
whom  he  may  appoint  to  represent  him,  maybe 
present  thereat. 

A  minute  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  drawn 
up  in  duplicate,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  per- 
sons who  shall  have  taken  part  in,  and  who  snail 
have  been  present  at,  the  same;  and  one  of  these 
documents  shall  be  delivered  to  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser,  or  to  the  officer  appointed  by  him  to 
bring  in  the  detained  vessel. 
,  Art.  9.  Every  merchant  vessel  of  any  one  or 
other  of  the  five  nations  which  shall  be  searched 
and  detained  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
present  treaty,  shall,  unless  proof  be  given  \6  the 
contrary,  be  deemed  to  have  been  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  or  to  have  been  fitted  out  tor  that  traf- 
fic^ if  in  the  fitting,  the  equipment,  or  on  board  the 
said  vessel  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  was  de- 
tained, there  shall  be  found  to  have  been  one  of  the 
articles  hereaHer  specified,  that  is  to  say: 

First.  Hatches  with  open  gratings,  instead  of 
the  close  hatches  which  are  usual  in  merchant  ves- 
sels. 

Secondly.  Divisions  or  bulkheads,  in  the  hold  or 
on  deck,  more  numerous  than  are  necessary  for 
vessels  engaged  in  lawful  trade. 

Thirdly.  Spare  plank  fitte4  for  being  laid  down 
as  a  second  or  slave  deck. 

Pourthhi.  Shackles,  bolts,  or  handci;firs. 

PiftMy.  A  larger  quantity  of  water,  in  casks  or 
in  tanks,  than  is  requisite  for  the  consumption  of 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  as  a  merchant  vessel. 

Siaihbf.  An  extraordinary  number  of  water-ca^ks, 
or  other  vessels  for  holding  liquid,  unless  the  mas- 
ter shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  custom- 
house, at  the  place  from  which  he  cleared  out- 
wards, staling  that  a  sufficient  security  had  been 
given  by  the  owners  of  such  vessel  that  such  extra 
quantity  of  casks  or  of  other  vessels  should  only  be 
used  for  the  reception  of  oil,  or  for  other  purposes 
of  lawful  commerce. 

Seventhly.  A  greater  quantity  of  mess  tubs  or 
kids  than  are  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  the 
yeasel  as  a  merchant  vessel 


Eighthly.  A  boiler  or  other  cooking  apparatus  of 
an  unusual  size,  and  larger,  or  capable  of  being 
made  larger,  than  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew 
of  such  merchant  vessel;  or  more  than  one  boiler 
or  other  cooking  apparatus  of  the  ordinary  size. 

Ninthly.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  kier,  of 
the  flour  of  Brazil  manioc,  or  cassada,  commonly 
ca'led  farina,  or  of  maize,  or  of  Indian  corn,  or  of 
any  other  article  of  food  whatever  beyond  the  prob- 
able wants  of  the  crew;  unless  such  quaniiiy  of  kier, 
farina,  maize,  Indian  corn,  or  any  other  article  of 
food,  should  be  entered  on  the  manife-vt  as  forming 
part  of  the  trading  cargo  of  the  vessel. 

Tenlhly.  A  quantity  of  mats  or  matting  greater 
than  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  such  merchant  ves- 
sel,ainless  such  mats  or  matting  be  on  the  manifest 
as  forming  part  of  the  cargo. 

If  ii  is  established  that  one  or  more  of  the  said 
articles  above  specified  are  on  board,  or  have  been 
on  board  during  the  voyage  in  which  the  ve>sel 
was  captured,  that  fact  shall  be  considered  as 
prima  facie  evidence  that  the  vessel  was  employed 
in  the  traffic,  sheshall,  in  consequence,  be  condemn- 
ed, and  declared  lawful  prize,  unless  the  master  or 
the  owners  shall  furnL=!n  clear  and  incontroverti- 
ble evidence,  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tri- 
bunal that,  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture, 
the  vessel  was  employed  in  a  lawful  undertaking; 
and  that  such  of  the  diflferent  articles  above  speci- 
fied as  were  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  deten- 
tion, or  which  might  have  been  embarked  during 
the  voyage  on  which  she  ivas  engaged  when  she 
was  captured,  were  indispensable  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  lawful  object  of  her  voyage. 

Art.  10,  Proceedings  shall  be  immediately  taken 
against  the  vessel  detained  as  above  stated,  her 
master,  her  crew,  and  her  cargo,  before  the  com- 
petent tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  she  belongs; 
and  they  shall  be  tried  and  adjudged  according  to 
the  established  forms  and  laws  in  force  in  that 
country;  and  if  it  results  from  the  proceedings  that 
the  said  vessel  was  employed  in  the  slave*trade,  or 
fiited  out  for  that  traffic,  the  vessel,  her  fittings,  and 
her  cargo  of  merchandise  shall  be  confiscated;  and 
the  master,' the  crew,  and  their  accomplices  shall 
be  dealt  with  conformably  to  the  laws  by  which 
they  shall  have  been  tried. 

In  case  of  confiscation,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  vessel  shall,  within  the  space  of 
six  months,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  the  sale,  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  of  the 
country  to  which  the  ship  which  made  the  capture 
belongs,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  of  that  country. 

Art.  11.  If  any  one  of  the  articles  specified  in 
article  9  of  the  present  treaty  is  found  on  board  a 
merchant  vessel,  or  if  it  is  proved  to  have  been  on 
board  of  her  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  was 
captured,  no  compensation  for  losses,  damages,  or 
expenses  consequent  upon  the  detention  of  such 
vessel  shall  in  any  case  be  granted,  either  to  the 
master  or  to  the  owner,  or  to  any  other  person  in- 
terested in  the  equipment  or  in  the  lading,  even 
though  a  sentence  of  condemnation  should  not 
have  been  pronounced  against  the  vessel,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  her  detention. 

Art.  12.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  vessel  shall  have 
been  detained  in  conformity  with  the  present  treaty, 
as  having  been  employed  in  the  slave-trade,  or 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  and  shall  in  consequence 
have  been  tried  and  confiscated,  the  Government  of 
the  cruiser  which  shall  have  made  the  capture,  or 
the  Government  whose  tribunal  shall  have  con- 
demned the  vessel  for  the  service  of  its  royal  navy, 
at  the  price  fixed  by  a  competent  person  selected 
for  that  purpose  by  the  said  tributwl,  t|ie  Grovem- 
ment  whose  cruiser  shall  have  made  the  capture 
shall  have  a  risht  of  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
the  vessel.  But  if  the  condemned  vessel  should  not 
be  purchased  in  the  manner  above  pointed  out,  she 
shall  be  wholly,  broken  up  immediately  after  the 
sentence  of  confiscation,  and  sold  in  separate  por- 
tions afler  having  been  broken  up. 

Art.  13.  When,  by  the  sentence  of  the  competent 
tribunal,  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  that  a  mer- 
chant vessel  detained  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty 
was  not  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  was  not 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  she  shall  be  retsored  to  the 
laiwful  owner  or  owners.  And  if,  in  the  course  of 
the  proceedings,  it  should  have  been  proved  that 
the  vessel  was  searched  and  detained  illegally,  or 

B  without  sufficient  cause  of  suspicion,  or  that  search 
or  detention  were  attended  with  abuse  or  vexation, 
the  couunaodei  of  the  cruiser,  or  the  officer  who 


shall  have  boarded  the  said  vessel,  or  the  officer 
who  shall  have  been  intrusted  with  bringmg  hs 
in,  and  under  whose  authority,  according  toUit 
nature  of  the  case,  the  abuse  or  vexation  shaD  kave 
occurred,  shall  be  liable  in  costs  and  damages  lo 
the  master  and  the  owners  of  the  vessel  aidoftli 
cargo. 

These  costs  and  damages  may  be  awarded  bf  the 
tribunal  before  which  the  proceedings  agaiosti^ 
detained  vessel,  her  master,  crew,  and  catgo,  skU 
have  been  instituted;  'and  the  Govercfnent  of  tbe 
country  to  which  the  6fficer  who  shall  have  giru 
occasion  for  such  award  shall  belong,  shall  pay  the 
amount  of  ^d  costs  and  damages  within  the  period 
of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  sentence,  wto 
the  sentence  shall  have  been  pronounced  bjra 
tribunal  sitting  in  Europe;  and  within  the  perioi 
of  one  year,  when  the  trial  shall  have  takea  |riact 
out  of  Europe. 

Art.  14.  When,  in  the  search  or  detention  oft 
merchant  vessel,  effected  in  vinue  of  the  preses 
treaty,  any  abuse  or  vexation  shall  have  beencon- 
mitted,  and  wh^n  the  vessel  shall  not  have  beei 
delivered  over  to  the  juri.sliction  of  her  owa  i^ 
tion,  the  master  shall  make  a  declaracioo,  im« 
oath,  of  the  abuses  or  vexations  of  which  he  snll 
have  to  complain,  as  well  as  of  the  costs  and  dan- 
ages  to  which  he  i^hall  lay  claim;  and  sach  dec- 
laration shall  be  made  by  him  before  the  compeiai 
authorities  of  the  first  port  of  his  own  country  a 
which  he  shall  arrive,  or  before  the  consular  igest 
of  his  own  nation  at  a  foreign  port,  If  the  vessel 
'*  shall  in  the  first  instance  touch  at  a  foreign poit 
where  there  is  such  an  agent. 

This  declaration  shall  be  verified  by  means  of  n 
examination,  upon  oath,  of  the  principal  peTsn 
ajnongst  the  crew  or  the  passengers  wkio  shall  bare 
witnessed  the  search  or  detention;  and  a  fofanl 
statement  of  the  whole  shall  be  drawn  up,  t«o 
copies  whereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the  nasftr, 
who  shall  forward  one  of  them  to  his  GkfveniiBcK, 
in  support  of  his  claim  for  costs  and  damages. 

It  is  understood  that,  if  any  circumstances^ 
yond  control  shall  prevent  the  master  from  vakkt 
his  declaration,  it  may  be  made  by  the  owner « 
the  vessel,  or  by  any  other  person  interested  it  the 
equipment  or  in  the  lading  of  the  vessel. 

On  a  copy  of  the  formal  statement  above  aeB* 
tinned  being  officially  transmitted  to  it,  the  Gcff- 
ernment  of  the  country  to  which  the  officer  to 
whom  the  abuses  or  vexations  shall  be  impo^ 
shall  forthwith  institute  an  inquiry;  and  if  then- 
lidity  of  the  complaint  shall  be  ascertained,  tkt 
Government  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  master 
or  the  owner,  or  to  any  other  person  interested  it 
the  equipment  or  lading  of  the  molested  vessel  \ht 
amount  of  costs  and  damages  which  shall  be  doe 
to  him. 

Art.  15.  The  high  contracting  parties  engige 
reciprocally  to  communicate  to  each  other,  wba 
asked  to  d«  so,  and  without  expense,  copies  of  tte 
proceedings  instituted,  and  of  the  judgroents  giro, 
relative  to  vessels  searched  or  detained  in  theexeci* 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  16.  The  high  contracting  parties  agreed 
insure  the  immediate  freedom  of  all  the  slaves  vko 
shall  be  found  on  board  vessels  detained  and  coo* 
demned  in  virtue  of  the  stipulaticms  of  ihepresot 
treaty. 

Art.  17.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  ts 
invite  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  which  km 
not  yet  concluded  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  to  accede  to  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  18.  The  acts  or  instruments  annexed  to  tbe 
present  treaty^  and  which  it  is  mutuallr  agreed  to 
consider  as  forming  an  integral  part  thereof,  tit 
the  following: 

A.  Forms  of  warrants  of  authorization,  and  of 
orders  for  the  guidance  of  the  cruisers  of  each  i* 
tion,  in  the  searches  and  detentions  to  be  made  it 
virtue  of  the  present  treaty. 

B.  Instructions  for  the  cruisers  of  tbe  wni 
forces  employed  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty  6r 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Art.  19.  The  present  treaty,  conslstinj;  of Bi•^ 
teen  articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratificiiioB 
thereof  shall  be  exchanged  at  Liondon  at  tbe  a* 
pi  ration  of  two  months  from  this  date,  or  sooafflf 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipoteata* 
ries  have  signed  the  present  treaty,  in  EnfUskfli 
French,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  tbe  J«tl  tf^ 
their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  twentiath  da^  of  Decsn^ 


p^.  lui: 


AW^BKblt  to  THIS  CONGRESStONAt  OLO^e. 


dl^ 


27th   CoNO.-***dD  Sks8 


The  Britiiti  Trtaty  —Mr.  Cushing, 


H.  ot  Reps. 


I  the  yean  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  han- 
red  tod  forty  one. 

ABERDEEN,  [l.!] 

ROLLER,  L.  8. 

STE.  AULAIRE,      u  s. 

SCHLEINITZ,  L-i. 

BRUNO  W,  [l.  •; 

annEx  a, 

^  tkt  tnahf  between  Qreat  Britavn,  Austria  ^ 
Prance^  Frisna^.a/nd  Ruisia^for  the  suppreuion 
ef  the  Africaoi  Uave-trade,  signed  at  London  the 
90a  December,  1841.  ^ 

fVn»  1.  Warrants  in  virtue  of  which  a  cruiser 
[  oo«  of  the  high  contracting  parties  to  this  treaty 
lay  Tisit  and  detain  a  merchant  vessel  belonging 
),  or  bearing  the  flag  of,  another  of  the  high  con- 
acting  parties,  and  suspected  of  being  engaged  in 
le  slave-trmde,  or  of  being  fitted  out  lor  that 
aific: 

Whereas,  by  a  treaty  concluded  between  Great 
tritain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
igned  at  London  on  the  20th  of  December,  1841, 
>r  the  total  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
was  stipulated  that  certain  cruisers  belonging  to 
te  said  countries,  respectively,  should  be  instructed 
)  visit  and  detain,  within  particular  Umits,  merchant 
eswls  of  the  othvr  contracting  parties  engaged  in 
le  traffic  in  slaves,  or  suspected  of  being  fitted  out 
>r  that  traffic;  and  whereas  the  Government 
f  — —  has  thought  fit  (hat  the  vessel  yoa 
ommand  shall  be  one  orthe  •*»—  cruisers  fur- 
isbed  with  said  special  instructions,  you  will  ac- 
ordingly  receive  instructions  from  the  said  Gov- 
runent  for  your  guidance  on  the  said  service: 
on  are,  therefore,  authorized »  by  virtue  of  these 
ittructions,  and  of  the  present  warrant,  to  visit* 

lerchant  vessels  under  the flag,  suspected 

f  being  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves,  wiihin  the 
imits  set  forth  in  the  second  article  of  the  said 
reaty,  and  to  deal  with  such  vessels  as  shall  have 
Dgaged  in  the  dave- trade,  or  shall  be  suspected  of 
eing  fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  as  pointed  out  in 
lie  said  treaty,  and  in  the  instructions  thereunto 
nnexed. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  «■ , 

ffice  of  ',  the of , 

To  the  eommander  of  the . 

Form  2w  Orders  for  the  guidance  of  the  com- 
lander  of  the  cruiser  of  one  of  the  high  contract- 
)g  parties  in  visitfng  and  detaining  a  merchant 
essel  belonging  to,  or  bearing  the  fl^  of,  another 
f  the  high  contracting  parties: 

Whereas,  by  a  treaty  concluded  between  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
^ed  at  London  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
o4t,  for  the  total  suppression  oC  the  Afric:)n  slave- 
rade,  it  was  stipulated  that  certain  cruisers  belong- 
Dgto  the  said  countries,  respectively,  shall  be  au- 
borized,  under  special  instructions  therein  men- 
ioned,  to  visit  and  detain,  within  particular  limits, 
Qerchant  vessels  of  the  other  contracting  parties 
Dgaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  suspected  of  bein^ 
ttted  out  for  that  traffic:  and  whereas  we  think  fit 
bat  the  vessel  vou  command  shall  be  one  of  the 

cruisers  furnished  with  the  said  special  in- 

tructions,  we  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
be  said  treaty  of  the  20th  of  December,  and  of  the 
pstruciions  thereunto  annexed,  hereinbefore  men- 
ioned;  and  you  are  accordingly  authorized,  by  virtue 
•f  this  present  order,  and  of  the  accompanying  war- 
ant  from  the  Government  of ,  to  visit,  wiih- 

n  the  limits  set  forth  in  the  second  article  of  the  said 

reaty.  merchant  vessels  under  the flag  sus- 

«ctea  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  to 
leal  with  such  vessels  as  shall  have  been  engaged 
n  that  traffic  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  said 
reaty,  warrant,  and  instructions;  and  we  charge 
lad  require  you  to  conform  most  strictly  to  all  the 
)rovisions  and  stipulations  contained  therein,  ta- 
ring care  to  exercise  the  authority  so  conferred 
ipon  you  in  ihe  mildest  manner,  and  with  every 
ittentioa  which  is  due  between  allied  and  friendly 
nations,  and  to  co-operate  cordially  with  the  com- 

nanders  of  any vessels  of  war  employed  in 

he  same  service. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the , 

Dffice  of ,  the day  of . 

To  the  commander  of  the . 

These  forms  of  warrants  and  orders  shall  be 
uinexed  to  the  treaty  signed  this  day  between 
3reat  Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Rus- 
sia, for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
Uid  shall  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of  that 
;Teaty.     ^ 


h.  s. 

L.  S. 

L.  a/ 

L.  S.' 

L.  S. 

> 


In  witness  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
high  contracting  panies  have  sigped  this  annex, 
and  have  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms. 
Done  at  London,  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one. 

ABERDEEN, 
ROLLER, 
STE.  AULAIRE, 
SCHLEINITZ, 
BRUNOW, 

annIx  B, 

To  the  treatf  between  Great  Britain^  Austriay 
France,  Prussia,  and  Russia^  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  dav94rade,  signed  at  London^  the 
2[kh  December,  ISil. 

Instructions  to  Cbuisers. 

First,  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel  belonging  to, 
or  bearing  the  flag  of,  any  one  of  the  high  contract- 
ing parties,  shall  be  visited  by  a  cruiser  of  any 
one  of  the  other  hi^h  contracting  parties,  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  cruiser  shall,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds to  the  visit,  exhibit  to  the  master  of  such  ves- 
sel the  special  orders  which  confer  upon  him  by 
exception  the  right  to  visit  her;  and  ne  shall  de- 
liver to  such  master  a  certificate,  signed  by  him- 
self, specifying  his  rank  in  the  navy  of  his  coun- 
try, and  the  name  of  the  ship  which  he  commands, 
and  declaring  that  the  only  object  of  his  visit  is  to 
ascertain  whether  the  vessel  is  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  or  is  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  such 
traffic,  or  has  been  engaged  in  that  traffic  during 
the  voyage  in  which  she  has  been  met  with  by  the 
said  cruiser.  When  the  visit  is  made  by  an  officer 
of  the  cruiser  other  than  the  commander,  such  offi- 
cer shall  not  be  under  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the 
navy — unless  he  be  the  officer  who,  at  the  time,  is 
second  in  command  of  the  ship  by  which  the  visit 
is  made;  and  in  this  case  such  officer  shall  exhibit 
to  the  master  of  the  merchant  vessel  a  copy  of  the 
special  orders  above  mentioned,  signed  by  the  com- 
mander  of  the  cruiser,  and  shall  likewise  deliver 
to  such  master  a  certificate,  signed  by  himself,  spe- 
cifying the  rank  which  beholds  in  the  navy  ofnis 
country,  the  name  of  the  commander  imder  whose 
orders  he  is  acting,  the  name  of  the  cruiser  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  the  object  of  his  visit,  as 
hereinbefore  recited. 

If  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  visit  that  the 
ship's  papers  are  regular,  and  her  proceedings  law- 
ful, the  officer  shall  certifir  upon  the  log-book  of  the 
vessel  that  the  visit  took  place  in  virtufe  of  the 
special  orders  above  mentioned;  and  when  these 
formalities  shall  have  been  completed,  the  vessel 
shall  be  permitted  ^to  continue  her  course. 

Secondly.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  visit,  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  cruiser  shall  be  uf  opinion  that 
there  are  sufficient  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
vessel  is  engaged  ^n  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  or  has  been  engaged  in 
that  traffic  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  is  met 
by  the  cruiser;  and  if  he  shall,  in  conseoue^ce. 
determine  to  detain  her,  and  to  have  her  delivered 
up  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  competent  authorities, 
he  shall  forthwith  cause  a  list  to  he  made  out,  in 
duplicate,  of  all  the  papers  found  on  board;  and  he 
shall  sign  this  list  and  the  duplicate,  adding,  after 
his  own  naine,  his  rank  in  the  navy,  and  the  name 
of  the  vessel  under  his  command. 

He  shall  in  like  manner  make  out  and  sign,  in 
duplicate,  a  declaration  stating  the  place  and  time 
of  the  detention,  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  that  of 
her  master,  the  names  of  the  persons  composing 
her  crew,  and  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
slaves  found  on  board. 

This  declaration  shall  further  contain  an  ex- 
act description  of  the  state  of  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo. 

Thirdly.  The  commander  of  the  cruiser  shall, 
without  delay,  carry  or  send  the  detained  vessel, 
with  her  roaster,  crew,  passengers,  cargo,  and  the 
slaves  found  on  board,  to  one  of  the  ports  hereinaf- 
ter specified,  in  order  that  proceedings  may  be  in- 
stituted in  regard  to  them,  conformably  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  under  whose  flag  the  vessel  is  sail- 
ing; and  he  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  competent 
authorities,  or  to  the  persons  who  shall  have  been 
specifically  appointee!  for  that  purpose  by  the  Gov- 
ernment  \o  wnom  such  port  shall  oelong. 

^<^r/iiw.  No  person  whatever  shall  be  taken  out 
of  the  rt  "incd  Vessel;  nor  shall  any  part  of  her 
cargo  Jf^^anV  of  the  slaves  found  on  board  be  re- 
movei^of  her,  nniil  afier  such  vessel  shall  have 
^^^  d  TfO^^  over  to  the  authorities  of  her  own 


nation;  unless  the  removal  of  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  crew,  or  of  the  slaves  found  on  board,  snail  be 
deemed  necessary,  either  for  the  preservation  of 
their  lives,  or  from  any  other  consideration  of  hu- 
manity, or  for  the  safety  of  the  persons  who  shall 
be  charged  with  the  navigation  of  the  vessel,  after 
her  detention.  In  any  such  case,  the  commander 
of  the  cruiser,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  in 
the  detained  vessel,  shall  malce  a  declaration  of 
such  renooval,  in  which  he  shall  specify  the  reasons 
for  the  same;  and  the  ma.sters,  sailors,  passengers, 
or  slaves,  so  removed,  shall  be  carriea  to  the  same 
port  as  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  and  they  shall 
be  received  in  the  same  manner  as  the  vessel,  agree- 
ably to  the  regulations  hereinafter  set  fonh. 

Provided,  always,  that  nothing  in  this  para- 
graph shall  be  understood  as  applying  to  slaves 
found  on  board  of  Austrian,  Prussian,  or  Russian 
vessels;  but  such  slaves  shall  be  disposed  of  as  is 
specified  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

Fifthly.  All  Austrian  vessels  which  shall  be  de- 
tained on  the  stations  of  America  or  Africa  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be 
carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  Austrian  jurisdic- 
tion at  Trieste. 

But,  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Austrian  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance^  be  sent  Lo'deposite 
the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would  have 
been  taken  for  adjudication,  if  she  had  been  sailins 
under  the  English  or  French  flag.  The  vessel 
shall  aflerwards  be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  delivered 
up  to  the  Austrian  jurisdiction  at  Trieste,  as  above 
supulated. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  comracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  Goree. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  coast  of  America  to  the  southward  of  the  10th 
degree  of  north  latitude  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered 
up  to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  Cayenne. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in 
the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  coast  of  America  to  the 
northward  of  the  lOih  degree  of  north  latitude,  by 
the  cruisers  of  the  other  comracting  parties,  shall 
be  carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  French  jurisdic- 
tion  at  Martinique. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  oH 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  Balhurst, 
on  the  river  Gambia. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties,  &hail  be  carried, and  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  coast  of  America  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered 
up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  colony  of 
Demarara,  or  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica,  according 
as  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  may  think  most 
convenient.  ,    ' 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in  the 
West  Indies  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other  contracting 
parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up  to  the 
British  jurisdiction  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica. 

All  Prussiau  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  stations  of  America  or  Africa  by  the  cruisers 
of  the  other  contracting  panies,  shall  be  carried 
and  delivered  up  to  the  Prussian  jurisdiction  at 
Stettin. 

But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Prussian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  de- 
posite  the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would 
have  been  taken  for  adjudication  if  she  had  been 
sailing  under  the  English  or  French,  flag.  The 
vessel  shall  afterwards  be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  Prussian  jurisdiction  at  Stettin, 
as  above  stipulated. 

All  Russian  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  stations  of  Africa  or  America  by  the  cruisers 
of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and 
delivered  up  to  the  Russian  jurisdiciiou  at  Cron- 
siadt,  or  at  Keval,  according  as  the  season  of  the 
year  may  allow  the  one  or  the  other  of  those  ports 
to  be  reached. 

But  If  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Russian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  depo»> 
ite  the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  >iroQld  nav^ 
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been  taken  for  adjudication  if  she  bad  been  sailing 
vnder  ihe  English  or  French  flag.  The  vessel  shall 
afterwards  be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  delivered  op  to 
the  Russian  jurisdiction  at  Cronstadt,  or  at  Reval, 
as  above  stipulated. 

Sixthly.  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel  which 
shall  have  been  detained  as  aforesaid,  shall  arrive 
at  one  of  the  ports  or  places  above  mentioned,  the 
commander  ot  the  cmiser,  or  the  officer- appointed 
to  bring  on  snch  detained  vessel,  shall  forthwith 
deliver  to  the  authorities  duly  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Government  within  whose  territory 
socn  port  or  snch  place  shall  be,  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo,  together  with  the  master,  crew,  passengers, 
and  slaves  found  on  board,  and  also  the  papers 
which  shall  have  been  seized  on  board  the  vessel, 
und  one  of  the  duplicate  lists  of  the  said  papers,  re- 
taininfif  the  other  in  his  own  Possession.  Such  of- 
ficer shall,  at  the  same  time,  deliver  to  the*  said  au- 
thorities one  of  the  original  declarations,  as  here- 
inbefore specified,  adding  thereto  a  statement  of 
any  changes  which  mav  have  taken  place  from  the 
lime  of  the  detention  of^ihe  vessel  tg  that  of  the  de- 
livery, as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  any  re- 
-movals  which  may  have  taken  place  as  above  pro- 
vided for. 

In  delivering  over  these  several  documents,  the 
officer  shall  make,  in  writing  and  on  oath,  an  at- 
testation of  their  truth. 

Seventhly .  If  the  commander  of  a  cniiser  of  one 
of*  the  hizh  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be  duly 
lumished  with  the  aforesaid  special  instructions, 
shall  have  reason  to  suspect  that  a  merchant  ves- 
sel, sailing  under  convoy  of,  or  in  company  with, 
a  snip  of  war  of  any  one  of  th^  other  contracting 
parties,  is  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been 
^ed  oDl  for  the  purpose  of  that  traffic,  or  has  been 
engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves  during  the  voyage 
in  which  she  is  met  with  by  the  saidciuiser,  he 
shall  confine  himself  to  communicating  his  suspi- 
cions to  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war;  and  he 
shall  leave  it  to  the  latter  to  proceed  alone  to  visit 
the  suspected  vessel,  and  to  deliver  her  up  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  own  country,  if  there  should  be 
cause  for  doing  so. 

Eighikhf.  By  article  fourth  of  the  treat3r,  it  is 
stipulated  that,  in  no  case,  shall  the  mutual  right  of 
visit  be  exercised  upon  ships  of  war  by  the  high 
contracting  parties. 

It  is  agreed  that  this  exemption  shall  apply  equal- 
ly to  vessels  of  the  Russian- American  Company: 
which,  being  commanded  by  officers  of  the  intiperial 
navy,  are  authorized  by  the  Imperial  Government 
to  cat  ry  a  flag  which  distinguishes  them  from  the 
merchant  navy,  and  are  armed  and  equipped  sim- 
ilarly to  transports  of  war. 

It  is  further  understood  that  the  said  vessels  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  Russian  patent,  which  shall 
prove  their  ori&^in  apd  destination.  The  form  of 
this  parent  shall  be  drawn  up  by  common  consent. 
It  is  agrQed  that  this  patent,  when  issued  by  compe- 
tent aijthority  in  Russia,  shall  be  countersigned  at 
St.  Peiersburgh  by  the  consulates  of  Great  Britain 
and  France. 

Ninthly.  In  the  third  clause  of  article  nine  of 
the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that,  failing  proof  to  the 
contrary,  a  vessel  shall  be  presumed  to  be  engaged 
in  the  slave-trade  if  there  be  found  on  board  spare 
plank  fitted  for  being  laid  down  as  a  second  or 
slave  deck. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  abuse  which  might  arise 
from  an  arbitrary  interpretation  of  this  clause,  it  is 
especially  recommended  to  the  cruisers  not  to  ap- 
ply it  to  Austrian,  Prussian,  or  Russian  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  timber  trade,  whose  manifest  shall 
prove  that  the  planks  and  joists  which  they  have, 
or  have  haB,  on  board,  are,  or  were,  a  part  of  their 
cargo  for  trade. 

Therefore,  in  order  not  to  harass  lawful  com- 
merce, cruisers  are  especially  enjoined  only  to  act 
upon  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  third  clause 
of  article  nine,  when  there  shall  be  on  board  the 
vessel  visited  spare  plank  evidently  destined  to  form 
a  slave  deck. 

The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed, 
in  conformity  with  the  eighteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  signed  by  them  this  day,  that  these  instruc- 
lidns  shall  l)e  annexed  to  the  treaty  signed  this  day 
between  Great  Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia, 
and  Russia,  for  the  suppression  of  African  >lave- 
trade,  and  shall  be  considered  as  an  integral  part 
of  that  treaty. 

In  witncNS  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
tbehi^h  contracting  parties  have  signed  this  an- 


nex, and  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  their 
arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one. 

ABERDEEN, 
ROLLER, 
STE,  AULAIRE, 
SCHLEINITZ, 
BRUNOW, 
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SPEECH  OF   MR.  SMITH, 

OF  COXNECncUT. 

M  SenaU  of  ihe  VhiUd  StaUs,  PArudry  20, 1843- 
On  the  bill  to  restore  to  Geoeral  Jackson    the 
fine  of  one   thousand  dollars  imposed  on  him 
by  Judge    Hall,  for  an   alleged    contempt   of 
court. 

Having  cherished  the  idea,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  nationality  of  this  subject  would  hush  all  party 
feelings,  an()  .soften  the  asperity  of  partisans,  I 
have  hitherto  abstained  from  taking  any  part  in 
the  discussions,  supposing  all  would  be  united  in 
restoring  the  fine  imposed  upon  General  Jackson 
at  New  Orleans.  1  am,  however,  constrained  to 
believe  that  I  am  to  be  disappointed  In  the  conclu- 
sion 1  had  arrived  at,  and  that  a  dififerent  result 
is  now  to  be  apprehended.  I  shall  therefore  take 
such  a  party  view  of  it  only  as  its  present  aspect 
demand^:,  without  relinquishing  the  idea  that  it  has 
not,  and  will  not,  wholly  assume  that  character. 
The  subject  is  one  deeply  involving  the  interests 
and  character  of  the  nation.  The  pride  and  na- 
tional ieelings  of  every  American  should  elevate 
him  far  above  sectional  and  party  prejadiceft,  and 
induce  him  to  investigate  the  subject  with  no  other 
partiality  upon  bis  mind  than  that  which  every 
patriotic  American  is  proud  to  acknovi4edge — that 
America  is  his  country. 

Though  all  agree  that  General  Jackson  achieved 
a  victory  at  New  Orleans  over  our  common  eneniy, 
of  no  ordinary  character;  and  that  he  won  unfa- 
ding laurels  for  himself,  and  gave  to  America 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  a  proud  eminencb; 
vet  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  in  some  to  with- 
hold from  him  the  meed  that  is  to  be  found  only  in 
the  public  approbation  of  the  measures  which 
were  adopted  by  the  Gfeneral  to  save  the  people  of 
New  Orleans  from  a  calamity  and  dishonor  from 
which  they  had  no  hope  of  escape,  except  it  was 
by  means  of  the  resourcesof  that  superior  general 
and  extraordinary  man,  Greneral  Jackson;  and  to 
save  the  nation  from  a  disgrace  which  none  would 
be  willing  to  witness,  except  the  external  and  in- 
ternal enemies  of  republican  America.  He  alone, 
in  this  perilous  moment,  was  looked  to  as  a  com- 
mander of  our  forces,  for  the  salvation  of  New 
Orleans  and  of  our  country;  and  he,  and  the  few 
patriots  constituting  the  little  American  army  un- 
der his  command,  are  entitled  to  the  whole  credit 
of  accomplishing  these  two  great  and  important 
objects.  The  facts  in  relation  to  this  fine  are  to 
be  found  in  the  history  of  our  country.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  be  particular  in  adverting  to  them  here. 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereai\er  to  present  them 
to  the  Senate,  in  connexion  with  other  facts,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  measures  and  means  taken  to  defend  our  terri- 
tory against  invasion  by  a  public  enemy.  It  is 
claimed  that,  in  defending  New  Orleans,  General 
Jackson  came  in  contact  with,  and  trampled  down 
and  disregarded,  the  civil  institutions  and  function- 
aries of  our  Government,  by  declaring  and  enfor- 
cing: martial  law  in  aid  of  his  military  movements 
and  plans;  and,  therefore,  the  fine  ought  not  to  be  un- 
conditionally remitted.  Many  of  those  Who  believe 
that  General  Jackson  did  no  more  than  was  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  American  people  as  their 
general,  seem  to  be  disposed  toadmilthat  he  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  his  country,  but  ought  to  be  ex- 
cused on  the  ground  of  necessity.  I  admit  no  such 
thing,  Mr.  President.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  and 
I  feel  able  to  show  it,  that  General  Jackson  violated 
no  law;  nor  did  he,  in  making  his  defence,  trans- 
cend bis  powers,  or  abuse  those  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  our  Government.  If  I  am  correct  in  this, 
the  fine  was  wronply  and  unjustly  imposed,  and 
ought  to  be  remitted  wit  bout  any  qualification  what- 
ever, and  with  interest 

Did  not  the  almost  irrepressible  indignity  of  the 

Jeople  of  New  Orleans  at  the  assumed  power  of 
ndge  Ball  to  sit  and  act  as  judge  in  his  own  be- 
half, and  impose  the  fine  on  General  Jackson,  for 
what  Hall  was  pleased  to  call  a  contempt  of  his 


court,  show  that  no  indifiTereot  court  or jory 
have  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  Unioo  u 
a  fine  upon  the  General  ibr  bis  noble  and  pa' 
defence  of  New  Orleansi  My  defence  of  Ge&fll 
Jackson  is,  that  he  did  no  more  than  any  oibercfr 
izen,  or  every  other  one  of  the  United  States, in|| 
have  done,  to  prevent  a  violation  of  ooriemi 
by  a  public  enemy; — nay,  no  more  tbanvasret; 
ed  of  every  patriot  in  the  Union.  I  addre^oj 
to  the  reason,  and  not  to  the  passion.  If  Icanbirrft 
exercise  of  reason  in  deciding  this  ^f««tioi.I| 
not  fear  the  result.  What  is  martiaUii,u|| 
fprced  at  New  Orleans  by  General  Jackxa, ' 
physical  power  which  our  commoD  Creeor 
given  us  for  i^elf-preservation;  and  vhicb  t 
man,  and  all  men,  have  always  exerted;  aulil 
no  society  or  Govcrni|ieni  has  ever  daredioimij 
and  much  less  to  take  awayl  Will  aoy  m ' 
tradici  me,  when  I  say  that  any  citizen  mj  ' 
himself  and  properly  agaia.<;tihe  unvarr 
illegal  aUacK  of^  another,  though  he  be  a  cii 
even  unto  death  of  the  a.ssailaiit,  if  Aec6a7] 
presume  not.  Wi;l  any  one  deny  ilie  pn 
that  what  one  may  do  to  defend  himself  aod 
erty,  another,  or  ever  so  many,  may  do  to 
him?    I  presume  not. 

If  these  principles  are  admitted,  or  esabltfl 
am  sure  1  shall  have  no  diffieoJly  in  defe 
Generar  Jackson,  unless  he  wantonly  aboKii 
power  he  exercised.  And  let  me  here 
Mr.  President,  that  General  Jackran  wit  do 
liable^  for  an  error  of  judgment,  if  raeh  sIm 
found  to  be  the  fact,  (which  no  one  diiw, 
have  heard,)  than  a  judge  noon  the  bead  mnlHt 
for  an  error  of  judgment.  That  we  miy  d«  » 
found  the  terms  mUita/ry  and  ^su^vlMi 
speak  of  them,  I  use  them  as  synoByvous  in  nit 
*tton  to  this  subject.  They  are  one  and  the  m 
thing,  as  opposed  to  civil  power.  When  tokft 
civil  and  military  powers  are  in  beelikf  am^ 
readily  agree  to  the  principle,  that  the  nutiiiifi| 
suborainate  to  the  civil  power.  But  1  know  of  ■ 
instance  wbefe  physical  power  may  Bot  beexeni 
to  prevent  the  commission,  or  for  the  sopptOM 
of  crime,  or  to  protect  an  indivklual  from  a  »| 
sault.  Any  individual  may  arrest  and  swiii' 
crioniift),  at  all  times.  And  can  he  be  made  Nit 
for  it  in  a  civil  action!  No  one,  I  think,  wind* 
he  can  be.  And  what  law  justifies  the  riiici 
clothed  with  no  civil  power  to  make  the  irreJt,h 
the  paramodlQt  law  of  our  nature— the  pkyii» 
power  which  every  man  may  exercise,  aid  wfciti 
IS  paramount  to  all  other  lawsl  If  asj  iiMliTi^ 
is  attempting  to  commit  the  crime  ofaraoo  or  bwi' 
lary,  theft,  or  any  other  crime,  may  not  loy  iit 
vidua],  or  all  who  may  feel  diaposed  toprereuitk 
act,  arrest  the  criminal?  No  one  will  deiy  il» 
Suppose  civil  officers  snfikieat  to  prerent  iht 
crime  were  present,  and  refused  to  do  so:  wwa 
that  prevent  individuals  who  were  not  officer  •< 
who  had  no  civil  power  to  exercise,  from  inerf^ 
ing  and  arresting  the  individuall  No  one  will  n 
tend  that  it  would,  I  presume.  Sapposc  the  rin 
officers  present,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  or 
of  the  public  interest,  and  prevent  the  cotDw^a 
of  crime,  and  arrest  and  secure  CTimiDal$,«J«- 
endeavor  to  prevent  the  indiridaal  aadnDofica 
citizen  from  performing  the  act;  botheshoaWF" 
sist  in  it,  and  should  prevent  the  crime,  or  antf 
the  criminal:  would  this  make  him  liable,  citte  » 
the  public  or  the  criminal^  No  one  will  preteai* 
would.  If  a  judge  is  holding  a  court,  and  aay « 
is  committing  a  crime  in  his  presence,  may  net  «r 
individual  arrest  the  criminall  No  one,  I  iMt 
will  deny  this. 

If  the  court  were  to  send  its  oflScers  ^.^^ 
the  arren,  would  the  unauthorized  indiTJdw  » 
king  the  arrest  then  be  liable  to  any  onel  \ms 
no  one  will  claim  this,  for  the  suj^r^magLf 
laws,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  officials.  Will  ai 
one  claim  that  such  arrest  would  ba-ve  been  a  &^ 
tempt  of  court,  and  the  officious  individnal  luwj 
be  fined  by  the  dignified  coun  for  it?  If  w  '^a* 
I  would  like  to  hear  him.  I  will  no'^^PP^* 
case,  which  will  approach  nearer  the  case  of  Q« 


mg  off  the  enemy,  and  killing  thcin,  wiihort^ 
fending  the  ofllcial  dignitary  in  soch  ^"Mfi? 
be  1  iable  for  a  contempt^  If  they  vere  li» »» T 
court  for  contempt,  I  suppose  iftcY  ^^^^jSZ 
liable  for  false  imprisonment  if"^**5*?,5 
of  the  enemy:  or,  if  they  killed  an/,  »!5PPr^ 
would  be  liaWe  for  murder.  Bt<»,  rfuiecoii 
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idttolfei  hisstr^gfth  w!(ht]>e  enemy,  and  op* 

tfae  citizens,  is  any  one  bo)d  enoug^h  to  claim 

ibe  ciiixens  \roald  be  liaMe  to  any  one  lor  an 

CISC  of  Uieir  patriotisml 

3W,  1  woald  ask  whether  these  cases  differ  in 

cipte  froto  that  of  Judge  Ball  with  Gm.  Jack- 

If  they  do,  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  the 

rence.     The  great  edme  in  his  defence  of 

'  Orleans,  with  which  you  charge  him,  w,  that 

rampled  apon  onr  sacred  Constitution.  But,  I 

id  ask,  what  is  our  Coostitution  worth,  when 

cooxicry  is  gonel    And  what  was  the  defence 

(ew  Orleans  but  a  struggle  for  our  countryl 

en  our  cou&try  was  secure  from  the  enemy, 

the  patricH  lackson  the  man  to  trample  down 

^sr^rd  thai  instrument  wiifch  every  patriot 

trds  nshfAy  and  sacred'^    But,  while  our  coun- 

was  in  danger,  and  nothing  but  pure  and  un- 

f«d  patriotism,  with  the  bravery  of  a  Jackson. 

nsaye  it.  Judge  Hall, a  foreij^er  by  birth  and 

uitimeat,  was  ready  and  willing  to  sacrifice  his 

Bliy  to  save  the  Constitution.     What  astonish- 

patrioUsm  he  exhibited!  The  nation  duly  appre- 

ed  iL   But,  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  be  permitted 

ddress  myseif  to  a  party,  I  will  ask  our  political 

oaents  wliether  they  have,  on  other  occasions, 

tded  as  much  an  infraction  of  that  sacred  in- 

iment,  ,6ie  Constitntiont    Let  me  eall  their  al- 

tion  to  the   aben  and  sedition  laws.    All   are 

df  laadmit,  now,  that  those  laws  were  uncpDstitn- 

lal;  iBd  no  candid  man  wilt  deny  that  they 

re  omd  for  the  basest  purposes  while  in    the 

ids  of  the  Federalists.    The  free  and  unoffend- 

(CtiBens  were  seised  and  forced  into  loathsome 

ioa^aad  there  incarceraied<many  of  them)  until 

indignattt  people  hurled  them  from  power,  and 

looked  the   prison  doors,  and  set  at   liberty  the 

lima  of  an  austere  and  revengeful  party.    Fof 

to  violations  of  that  sacred  instrument,  more 

ih  in  oarmindsi  let  me  refbr  you  to  the  late  ap- 

rtionment  law,  and  the   remedial  justice  bill: 

h  of  which  are  too  clearly  unconsiitatiooal  for 

f  sane  man  to  doubt.    Several  others  of  the  same 

ftracter  I  might  refer  you  to;  but  I  trust  I  have 

I  been  unsuccessful  in  presenting  cases  enough 

satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man  that  your  holy  re* 

fd  for.  the   Constitution  is  seldom  awal^ned 

itD  patriotic   exertions  are  most  needed.     I 

t#«ld  not  omit   to  notice  a  bank  of  the   United 

ttes,  which  you  have  chased  under  ihsii  vagrant 

locr,  so  happily  described  by  your  leader  m  his 

)re  palmy  days,  imtil  you  have  literally  worn 

urselves  out. 

But  to  return,  Mr.  President,  to  the  law  paramount 
all  others,  either  political,  civil,  or  international— 
i  law  of  self-preservation  I  refef  to.  Let  me  re- 
irk  here,  that  it  is  not  alone  applicable  to  indi- 
ltiats,and  to  private  propeny;  but  it  is  applicable 
bodies  of  men,  and  to  nations  and  national  prop- 
ty.  We  ourselves,  as  an  independent  and  sov- 
ign  nation,  have  enforced  it  upon  other  nations 
lUi  which  we  were  at  peace.  I  allude  to  our 
scent  upon  the  Spanish  territory,  and  dislodging 
itte  marauders  and  outcasts  who  had  taken  up 
sir  abode  there,  and  made  sallies  upon  our  inhab- 
tats,  and  robbed  and  murdered  4hem,  and  then 
treated  back  into  the  Spanish  territory  for  safety, 
be  Spanish  (Government  was  too  feeble  to  restram 
ese  outlaws;  and,  to  preserve  ourselves  from  their 
predations,  we  look  the  law  of  self-preservation — 
at  which  General  Jackson  exercised  at  New 
rleans— iato  our  own  hands;  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
e  whole  world  acquiseced  in  it,  and  justified  the 

The  British  sheltered  themselves  imder  the  same 
inciple,  when  they  seized  the  ships  at  Copen- 
tgen,  and  appropriated  them  to  their  own  use. 
0  independent  nation  or  individual,  to  my  know- 
dge,  denied  the  correctness  of  (he  principle  at 
•nime.  Whether  the  circurostances^  were  such 
>  to  warrant  the  act,  there  might  well  be  doubts, 
be  British  claimed  that  these  ^hips  were  going 
to  the  service  of  another  nation  at  war  with  them; 
id  therefore,  to  preserve  themselves  from  destruc- 
)a,  they  were  justified  in  taking  the  ships  of  a 
^My  nation,  becaiise  it  was  not  able  to  pre- 
ftit  their  use  against  the  British.  And  do  we  not 
"i  men  hong  under  this  same  lawof  self-preserva- 
*i  by  force  of  phjrsical  power,  without  the  sem- 
Wee  of  trial,  and  without  even  a  pretence  »hat 
eict  was  authorised  by  amy  other  law  than  that 
'^^.preservation?  But  let  me  call  the  attention 
f  the  Senate  to  a  recent  act  of  the  British,  under 
^  same  law  6f  self  preservation;  and  the  act  is 
^e  which,  I  praBuma,  is  indelibly  impressad  upon 


the  mind  of  every  American  patriot.  I  have  ref- 
erence to  the  brutal  conduct  of  the  British  at 
Schlosser,  near  Buffiilo,  in  ike  State  of  New  Yo^k, 
in  1837.  They  claimed  that  we  wtre  not  able,  or 
would  not,  restrain  our  citizens  from  entering  their 
provinces,  and  exciting  their  subjects  to  rebellion; 
and,  consequently,  they  had  a  right  to  enter  our 
territory  while  we  were  at  peace  with  them,  and 
exierminate  onr  citizens  by  fire  and  sword.  Every 
one  knows  thai  the  principle  of  self-preservation 
could  not  be  applied  to  that  case;  and  that  it  was 
a  fimgrant  violation  ol  our  territory,  and  an  insult 
to  our  nation.  But  the  British  had  the  impudence 
to  claim  that  it  was  under  theiaw  of  self-preserva- 
tion that  they  inflicted  the  wound  upon  us.  And 
did  we  suffer  our  national  escutcheon  to  be  stained 
by  the  nefarious  act!  Let  the  facts  answer.  We 
have,  to  the  grief  and  mortification  of  every  citizen 
of  the  Union,  who  has  an  American  heart,  per- 
mitted them  to  go  off  under  that  pretence,  without 
even  a  murmur  on  our  part.  The  eye  of  the 
American  nation  is  turned  with  scorn  upon  the 
negotiations  upon  this  subject;  they  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  as  long  despised^  But  our  dis- 
grace does  not  end  here,  Mr.  President. 

We  have,  on  the  insolent  demand  of  the  British, 
passed  a  law  violative  of  every  principle  known 
to  civilized  nations^  and  of  our  Constitution;  in 
effect,  amhoriiingthem  to  repeat  the  acts  with  im- 
punity. This  law  lakes  away  the  criminal  juris- 
diction of  the  Stales,  whose  land  is  crimsoned  with 
the  blood  of  their  inoffensive  citizens,  by  the  hand 
of  ruthless  vagabonds,  antl  leaves  the  people  of  a 
sovereign  State  without  the  least  remedy  for  mur- 
der, robbery,  arson,  and  burglaiiy,  and  other  in- 
famous crimes,  if  committed  by  a  British  subject 
in  the  employ  of  his  eovereign^-no  matter  what 
that  employment  is,  whether  of  a  civil  or  military 
cbaracier.'  And  suppose  we  had  the  power  and 
right  to  pass  such  a  law:  what  have  we  got  from' 
the  British  in  return  fbr  if?  Nothing  but  national 
disgrace. 

But,  let  me  ask,  why  are  you  so  anxious  to  sustain 
the  civil  power  at  New  Orleans,  even  at  the  risk  of 
the  loss  of  our  country;  while  you  are  so  extremely 
anxious  to  destroy  it  at  the  North,  as  to  pass  a 
palpably  tmconstitutional  law  to  further  your 
viewsTYour  inconsistencies  are  lobe  reconciled  only 
by  one  supposition — and  that  is,  that  your  strong- 
est desire  was  to  place  yourselves  by  the  side  of  the 
enemies  of  our  cotmtry,  and  in  harmony  with  them. 
I  believe  every  true  American  will  come  to  this 
conclusion,  on  comparing  your  conduct  on  both 
occasions. 

General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  only  defended 
his  country  against  the  public  enemy  Did  he  need 
a  general's  commission  to  authorize  him  to  do  this? 
1  hardhr  think  any  one  will  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative.  If  he  had,  without  any  commis- 
sion, but  as  a  private  citizen,  made  the  same  de- 
fence that  he  aid  with  the  commission  of  a  major 
general  at  New  Orleans,  I  desire  to  know  who  is 
to  call  him  to  an  account  for  it,  or  punish  him  for 
it? 

No  one  will  doubt,  if  a  citizen  has  a  right  to  de- 
fend himself,  or  bis  neighbor,  against  the  attack  of 
another  citizen  of  the  United  States,  that  he  would 
have  a  right  to  defend  himself,  or  his  neighbor, 
against  a  public  enemy.  There  is  a  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  defence  of  one  when  at- 
tacked by  a  citizen,  and  by  a  public  p.nemy.  In 
regard  to  the  latter,  any  citizen  may  attack  and 
destroy  him  without  being  first  attacked.  In 
the  former,  he  has  only  a  right  to  repel  an 
attack  made  upon  him  without  right.  What  pow- 
er could  Judge  Hall  have  exerted  to  punish  a  pub- 
lic enemy  at  New  Orteans,  other  than  that  exer- 
cised by  General  Jackson— physical  power?  If 
every  soldier  had  been  captured  and  delivered 
over  to  Judge  Hall,  bound  hand  and  fool— even  if 
he  had  killed  our  citizens — Judge  Hall  could  not 
have  punished  them;  they  would  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war.  Why,  then,  yield  to  him  the 
physical  power,  and  lay  it  at  his  feel,  when  the 
enemy  were  at  your  doors,  and  he  refused  to  ex- 
ercise it,  and  could  not  the  -civil  power?  If  his 
patriotism  had  been  as  pure  as  General  Jackson's, 
be  would  have  exercised  the  same  power  that 
General  Jackson  did  to  expel  a  ferocious  and  vin- 
dictive enemy. 

Situated  as  Gkneral  Jackson  was,  with  raw  and 
undisciplined  troop? — not  much  above  one  third  in 
number  as  many  as  the  enemy  had  of  what  they 
called  in vincibles— could  he  be  justified  in  doing 
lew  than  he  did?    The  enemy  had  for  their  motto  j 


*i)eauiy  and  booty."  What  could  have  been  more  ex* 
citing  and  animaiing  to  a  licentious  soldiery?  No 
one  claims  that  he  did  more  than  his  duty  in  any  par* 
ticuiar,  except  it  was  to  subject  Judge  Hall  and 
his  associates  to  his  control  while  he  was  defend* 
ing  the  place.  And  may  we  not  reasonably  con* 
elude,  if  the  Judse  had  not  patriotism  enough 
either  to  help  to  defend  himself,  or  suffer  the  Gen* 
eral  to  carry  out  his  plans  unmolested  in  makine 
the  defence  at  that  critical  moment,  that  he  had 
none  too  much  to  give  aid  to  the  enemy — indirect*' 
ly,  if  not  directly?  I  think  we  may;  and  so  I  think 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  county  be* 
Ueve. 

To  defend  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  it  became 
necessary  to  establish  a  cordon  of  posts  around  It, 
and  to  guard  effectually  every  passage  and  avenue 
to  the  city.  The  city  must  necessarily  become  a 
part  of  the  General's  camp.  How  easy  would  ic 
have  been  for  (he  enemy  to  communicate  with  dis^ 
affected  citizens  in  the  midst  of  his  camp,  if  he 
could  not  have  the  entire  control  of  all  the  ground 
within  his  posts?  With  all  the  power  the  General 
had  exercised,  and  with  all  the  guards  he  had 
placed  round  the  city,  it  was  well  known  that 
there  was  a  constant  communication  between 
the  enem^  and  the  city.  A  quartermaster  in 
the  British  rtuiv  (Peddle)  boasted  that  he 
had  every  day  irom  the  ^city,  from  seven  or 
eight  persons,  all  iBe  information  he  wanted 
in  relation  to  our  movements.  Every  true 
American  in  New  Orleans  could  be  trusted;  but  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  were  mere  adventurers 
from  various  nations,  without  any  attachment  to 
our  country;  and  most  of  them  were  hostile  to  our 
Government  and  our  institutions,  and  mere  despera- 
does ready  and  willing,  and  wailing  only  for  an 
opportunity,  to  unite  with  our  enemies.  One 
Whole  village  but  a  short  dislauce  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  from  New  Orleans,  was  composed  of 
Spanish  and  Portuguse,  who  aided  and  assisted 
the  British  in  disembarking  their  troope,  and  acted 
as  spies  upon  us,  and  as  pilots  to  the  BrilisJi. 
They  were  known  as  banditti.  General  Jack- 
son wa&  informed,  before  he  reached  Louis- 
iana, by  the  highest  and  most  reliable  auihoiity, 
that  it  was  filled  with  spies  and  traitors. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  informed  him  that 
there  was  a  great  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  with 
many,  and  great  despondency  With  the  paliiotic 
portion  of  the  population. 

It  was  well  kuown  that  every  desperate  band  of 
outlaws  in  the  vicinity  were  leagued  with  the  enemy, 
and  were  ready  to  share  with  them  in  the  pillage 
and  plrmder  of  the  city. 

Tne  subject  of  martial  law,  before  it  was  de- 
clared, was  fully  discussed  in  the  presence  of 
Judge  Hall,  who  apparently  approved  it.  The 
Governor,  and  many  other  functionaries,  and  all 
patriots,  advised  its  adoption. 

And  no  reasonable  man,  I  ihink,  will  doubt  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  city  from 
the  sackage  of  a  licentious  soldiery,  and  of  their 
motto  being  fully  verified.  But  we  have  only  to 
advert  to  one  act  of  Judge  Hall's,  to  know  that  he 
acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  or  that 
he^  was  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

In  making  preparation  for  the  defence.  Judge 
Hall  assumed  the  power  to  open  the  prison  doors, 
and  to  let  out  all  toe  criminals  to  assist  either  the 
enemy  or  the  friends  of  our  country;  an^  many 
pirates  ihen  in  prison,  among  others,  were  dis- 
charged, and  let  loose,  and  went  at  large  among 
the  citizens.  If  this  was  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  defence,  it  is  conclusive  evidence  that  he 
thought  all  that  General  Jackson  did  was  necessary : 
and  much  more,  because  his  own  act  was  a  much 
greater  violation  of  duty  than  any  that  was  im- 
puted to  General  Jackson^unless  ii  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  self  preservation,  and  then  neither 
was  a  violation  of  duty. 

Which  would  inflict  the  deepest  wound  upon  the 
civil  power  of  our  country — for  a  general,  while 
defending  his  country  against  invasion  by  a  public 
enemy,  to  arrest  a  judge  of  the  court,  when  be  sup- 
posed h^  was  (at  least  indirecily)co  operating  with 
ihe'enemy;  or  for  a  judge  to  open  the  prison  doors, 
and  let  loose  all  the  criminals,  including  many  pi- 
rates, whose  lives  were  forfeited  to  an  injured 
country,  to  again  commit  piracy,  and  other  crimes 
little  inferior  in  degree  of  enormity?  I  leave  it  to 
every  candid  mind  for  decision.  That  the  civil 
power  was  adequate  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
no  one  will  pretend.  What,  then,  was  left  to  de- 
fend it  but  the  milita]^?    None.   No  candid  maag 
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I  think,  believes  ihis  was  exercised  iD  an  unreason- 
able manner:  or  with  noore  severity  than  the  occa- 
sioB  required. 

'  Let  us  take  a  brief  view  of  the  fhcts  in  relation  to 
the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  by  General  Jackson,  and 
for  which  Hall  bat  in  bis  own  case,  and^  from  the 
impulse  of  his  own  sense  of  a  personal  wrong,  in- 
flicted a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars  upon  the 
General. 

The  line  of  sentries  stationed  by  G^eneral  Jack- 
son for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  guard 
it  ai^ainst  the  assault  of  the  enemy,  included  the  citv 
of  New  Orleans;  and  martial  law,  to  have  any  ef- 
fect, must  be  maintained  within  these  lines.  All,  of 
course,  within  the  range  of  them,  must  bd  subject  to 
its  action.  The  business  of  the  Legislature  had  been 
suspended:  and  all  who  wished  the  city  saved, 
readily  submitted  to  its  authority.  Information  was 
received  from  the  British  fleet  that  peace  had  been 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  The  newspapers  took  up  the  subject,  and 
endeavored  to  create  uneasiness  among  the  people, 
and  to  induce  them  to  believe  that  martial  taw  was 
unnecessary.  The  General  thought,  as  did  all 
other  prudent  men,  that  this  was  a  devise  of  the ' 
enemy  to  get  some  advantage  of  our  troops.  A 
general  order  was  announced,  prohibiting  any  pub- 
lication in  the  papers  affecting  the  army. 

The  French  consul  (Toussard)  granted  certifi- 
cates to  all  Frenchmen,  as  well  to  those  in  our 
service  as  to  those  out  or  it.  that,  being  subjects  of 
the  French  King,  they  could  not  be  held  to  do  mil- 
itary duty.  This  caused  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness. 
An  order  was  then  made,  directing  such  French 
subjects  as  had  the  certificates  of  the  French  con- 
sul, countersigned  by  the  Commanding  Gteneral, 
to  retire  without  the  military  lines.  Soon  after 
this,  a  publication  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  if 
not  designed,  calculated  to  excite  mutiny  among 
our  troops.  This  was  an  entire  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  order,  representing  that  all  French- 
men, without  distinction,  were  ordered  out  of 
the  city,  and  calling  upon  them  to  rally  round 
the  standard  of  the  French  consul.  Sotpe  of  the 
troops  abandoned  their  posts,  in  consequctice  of 
this  mutinous  publication.  The  author  ot  this  pub- 
lication was  Louallier,  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  patriotism 
about  New  Orleans  during  that  tryin$r  time,  I  be- 
lieve no  one  will  blame  General- Jackson  for  dis- 
trusting them.  General  Jackson  caused  Louallier 
to  be  arrested.  Judge  Hall  issued  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  take  Louallier  from  the  custody  of  the 
military  officers.  The  General  arrested  the  Judge; 
and  fLoally  ordered  him  to  be  removed  beyond  his 
camp.  When  the  camp  was  broken  up,  and  mar- 
tial law  cea.sed,  the  Judge  returned,  and  seized  the 
General,  and  brought  him  l)efore  himself^  to  an« 
swer  for  a  contempt  of  his  court,  and  imposed  the 
fine  upon  him  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
remove,  or  relinquish  to  the  General,  as  a  token  of 
the  approbation  of  the  American  people  for  his  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans.  1  need  not  ask  what  the 
tendency  of  Lonallier's  conduct  was,  nor  what  was 
his  design  in  ihe  mutinous  publication.  The  facts 
which  came  to  light  answer  both  questi6ns.  The 
consequence  was  an  abandonment  of  the  military 
posts  by  the  soldiers,  and  a  perfect  satisfaction  on 
the  part  ofLouallier,  and  of  Hall  too,  or  Hall  would 
not  have  undertaken  lo  screen  Louallier  from  pun- 
ishment. How  does  the  conduct  of  these  two  men 
stand  before  the  world,  as  contrasted  with  General 
Jackson'sl  Comooent  from  me  is  unnecessary. 
The  grateful  people  of  America  have  shown  their 
approbation  or  the  General's  conduct,  by  electing 
him  President  of  the  United  States.  Let  the  crown- 
ing act  of  approbation  be  consummated  by  a  remis- 
sion of  this  unjust  fine— a  fine  to  which  the  United 
States  have  no  more  right  than  I  have. 

If  you  desire  to  see  a  picture  designed  by  British 
artists  for  New  Orleans,  turn  your  eye  to  the  Ce- 
lestial Empire;  and  there  yon  will  behold  the  fair- 
est fabric  of  God's  workmanship,  with  her  loving 
and  loved  offspring,  rushing  into  the  flaming  fire, 
the  yawning  gulf,  the  deep  abyss,  to  escape  the 
contaminating  touch  of  a  licentious  British  sol- 
diery. Such  a  death  did  these  innocent  people  pre- 
fer, to  such  a  brutal,  licentious  infliction  of  a  British 
behest,  and  with  which  New  Orleans  was  threat- 
ened; and  such  a  calamity,  nothing  but  unre- 
strained ph3rsical  power,  directed  by  the  most  in- 
domitable patriotism  and  unconquerable  bravery, 
coold  have  averted.  What  could  the  civil  power 
have  done  to  save  this  valuable  portion  «or  our 
VUnerican  popohuicm  from  snch  a  disaster  aiid  dis- 


grace, if  it  could  have  acted  with  its  most  plenanr 
power?  All  will  answer,  unhesitatingly,  Nothing 
at  all.  And  for  what,  I  would  ask.  was  this  heart- 
rending barbarity  infligted  upon  this  unoffending 
people)  Because  they  refused  to  eat  the  poisonous 
drugs  of  this  bloodthirsty  people^  ai|d  derrade,  and 
disgrace,  and  ruin  themselves,  to  gratify  British 
cupidity,  and  pay  them  an  extravagant  price  for  it; 
and  to  replenish  an  exhausted  national  treasury,  af« 
ter  failing  to  supply  it,  by  an  appropriation  of  the 
blood,  bones,  and  muscles  of  a  great  portion  of  their 
laboring  people.  And  how  came  this  treasury  ex- 
haustedl  By  bestowing  it  upon  sinecures,  and 
pampered  and  bloated  aristocrats,  who  had  never 
rendered  to  the  people  for  it  a  pin's  value  of  ser- 
vice. And  how  came  New  Orleans  in  danger  of 
such  a  British  outrage  as  we  see  indicted  upon  the 
Chinese!  Because  America  dared  to  defend  her 
hardy  seamen  from  outrages  more  daring,  and,  if 
possible,  more  cruel.  From  six  to  ten  thousand  of 
American  seamen  had  already  been  seized,  while 
peaceably  sailing  under  our  flag,  and  were  com- 

Selled  to'fight  the  battles  of  our  public  enemy,  and 
efend  a  marauding  and  predatory  commercial  ma- 
rine, sent  forth  to  the  remotest  corner  of  the  earth, 
to  sack  and  pillage  the  fairest  portion  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  or  be  tied  to  the  roasts  of  her  floating 
hells,  and  be  flayed  alive.  Many  valuably  lives  of 
American  citizens,  which  came  to  our  knowledge, 
were  taken  in  this  cruel  and  barbarous  manner; 
and  probab'y  many  more,  that  never  came  to  light. 
Many  broken-hearted  fathers,  rbothers,  brothers, 
and  sisters,  mourned  the  loss  of  their  frietdsi  thus 
butchered  and  sacrificed,  and  on  whom  they  re- 
Jied  for  a  daily  support.  What  think  you  of  the 
peoplevof  New  Orleansi  Do  you  think  they  would 
wait  for  civil  etiquette,  and,  for  fear  of  offending 
,the  magisterial  digniiv  of  a  prostrate  judge,  who 
could  neither  avert  the  imp«^nding  calamity  nor 
•  punish  the  offenders,  forbear  to  call  oU  the  physical 
power—the  only  one  that  could  afford  them  any  re- 
lief or  protection? 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CHOATE, 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

/n  Senate  of  the  Vnited  States,  F^nuary  3, 1843 — 
Ob  the  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  ol  measures 
for  the  occupation  and  seUlement  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  portions  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  over  the  same, -and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  for  the  occunation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  (which  had  been  previously 
discus^ed  by  Mr.  Choate  and  other  Senators)  again 
coming  up  for  consideration  on  this  day — 

Mr.  CHOATE  spoke  nearly  as  follows: 
I  wish,  sir,  before  others  resume  the  regular  dis- 
cussion of  the  measure  under  Gonc^ideration,  lo  say 
something  upon  two  or  three  topics  in  the  speeches 
of  different  Senators  who  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  make  reply  to  what  I  urged  against  the  bill  a  few 
days  ago.  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  debate  the  sub- 
ject at  large,  and  over  again,  nor  to  attempt  an  an- 
swer in  detail  to  anv  one  of  the  able  arguments 
which  have  been  aadressedio  us.  I  objected,  and 
now  object,  to  that  provision  of  the  bill  only  which 
grants,  or  engages  to  grant,  lands  lo  future  settlers 
of  the  Oregon  I  erritory.  The  provision  forms  the 
matter  of  part  of  the  first  section,  and  is  expressed 
in  these  words: 

"Provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  law  to  se- 
cure and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one 
section  of  land,  lo  every  white  male  inhabitant  of 
the  Territory  oi  Oregon,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  upward,  who  shall  culiivate  and  use  the 
same  for  five  consecutive  years,  or  to  his  heir  or 
heirs  at  law,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  of  his  decease. 
And  to  evpry  such  inhabitant  or  cultivator,  being  a 
married  man,  there  shall  be  granted,  in  addition, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife  of  said 
husband,  andihe  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  the  father  for  each  child  under  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  may  have,  or  which  may 
be  born  within  the  five  years." 

My  objection  to  it  was,  and  is,  that  it  infringes,  or 
subjects  this  Government  to  a  specious  accusation 
of  infringing,  that  clause  in  the  existing  convention 
with  Great  Britam  which  declares  that  "any  coun- 
try that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  westward  of  the  Stony 
Mountains,  shall,  together  with  the  harbors,  bavs, 
and  creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within 
I  the  same,  be  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  citiatens, 


and  subjects  of  the  two  powers.**    I 
frin^  that  convention,  because  it  is  ' 
politic  as  wellan  honorable,  to  perform  wiik 
tilious  exactness,  and  in  liberal  measare,  all  oirci- 
gasrements  as  a  nation. 

Well,  sir,  upon  one, great  point,  at  IcMLwciC 
concur.  Everybody  agrees  that,  if  the  m  » 
fringes  the  convention,  it  ought  not  to  paas  witkc 
amendment.  The  Senator  from  BAissoaii,  [Mi 
Linn,]  the  framer  of  the  bill,  and  now  and  kng  ik 
zealous  and.  able  advocate  of  the  cenosi  pobcT 
which  it  pursues,  speaking  for  all  its  mends,  agia 
to  this.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  convcatioB  vcn 
out  of  the  way,  1  do  not  know  that  it  might  Mt  r»> 
ceive  a  general  vote.  Whether  it  violatefl  the 
vention,  therefore,  or  exposes  itself  to  a 
charge  of  doing  so,  or  not,  is  the  preciae 
question. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  Mr.  President,  that  a  gre* 
deal  of  the  matter  which  has  been  fw eased  mo^ 
debate  is  irrelevant,  and  useless  to  the  nctnri  ■> 
quiry:  I  hope  that  some  of  it  mar  not  pdtive  id  h 
mischievous  as  well  as  useless.  Kight  or 
their  advice,  Senators  have  not  been  very 
it,  nor  very  successful  in  showing  os  hov  it 
the  immediate  deliberation.  Whether  it  wonU  be 
wise  or  unwise  now  to  give  the  notice  m9cr.bd 
hf  the  convemion  for  terminating  it,  and  thns  b 
the  year  running,  at  the  eind  of  which  it  moK  a- 
pire  by  its  own  provisions;  whether  it  voaM  h 
wise  or  unwise,  if  there  were  no  pofaiie  fnich  iaik 
way,  to  taKe  military  occupation  of  the  whole  »• 
ritory  to  the  forty-ninth  degree  at  ooccswhdher « 
would  be  wise  or  unwise  to  piant  **mj 
rides'*  on  the  banks  of  the  Cohimhin,  an  the 
ator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  so  coolly 
a  thing  more  easily  said  than  done— and,  lAe  th 
meditated  murder  in  the  great  tragcdv,  not  "Hhv 
when  'tis  done;**  whether  it  would  be  helMr  «ifi  to 
send  these  same  rifles  to  conquer  Engtasd  in  In- 
land, or  to  unfurl  the  standard  of  tmnantiaatic  t> 
erty  in  the  streets  of  London  or  oa  the  coan  4 
^ent.  as  other  Senators  have  less  dialinetlj  rtcm- 
mended;-^wKether  any,  or  all,  or  none  of  thor 
things  may  be  desirame  and  pmdent,  nobody  pro- 
poses that  we  shall  begin  by  t>realring  onr  wwi 
Better  auspices  would  better  commence  na^t 
takings  so  delicate  and  so  magnifioem.  If^  as  80- 
ators  predict,  a  war  with  England  is  to  come  » 
soon;  if  she  reallv  is  closing  her  vast  serpent  Mk 
about  us.  and  seeking  her  moment  to  crwi  d  i» 
death;  it  the  black  regiments  are  organised,  wd. 
the  armed  steamers  are  built,  by  which  she  mem 
to  convey  her  fatal  gifl  of  revolationary  emaadpi- 
tion  to  the  vulnerable  and  inflammable  Sooth  mi 
Southwest; — if  such  a  war  as  this  is  to  come  aoiooa 
how  much  more  desirable  than  ever  that  it  shsB 
find  ouK  honor  without  a  stain !  Oth«r  preparaiia 
I  do  not  undervalue;  other  armor  yoa  mnst  kgp 
and  put  on;  but  he  who  has  thnt  is  clad  already  "ii 
complete  steel.** 

There  is  one  question  only,  then,  and  that  (k 
least  discussed  of  any  in  this  wide  debate  Doet 
the  bill,  in  its  grant,  or  promise  of  grant  of  had, 
break  the  convention?  In  other  wordm  haviu 
agreed,  as  a  Government,  that  this  Terriuiy  a 
Oregon,  and  every  part  ot  it,  shall  remain  tntnit 
open  to  all  the  subjects  of  England,  as  well  as  i^ 
the  citizens  of  our  own  country,  omil  the 
tion  ot  twelve  months  afler  notice  of  the 
tion  of  the  agreement,  can  we  now,  belofe 
notice,  do  an  act,  as  a  Qovemmeat,  intended  ak 
calculated  to  exclude  the  subjects  of 
from  the  territory,  in  part  ot  whole;  to 
it  out  into  farm«;  to  enclose  those  larms  mA 
stone  walls;  to  lay  them  down  in 
grass;  to  vest  the  title  to  them  in 
m  absolute  property,  (or  the  mainfeni 
against  all  the  world  the  public  treasore  and  pi*- 
lie  faith  are  solemnly  engaged  1  This  is  the  000- 
tion,  and  really  it  answers  itself  Yoa  tam 
agreed  that,  as  a  Government,  yon  wiU  do  wA- 
ing  to  prevent  this  territory,  and  evnry  pan  ec 
it,  from  being  free  and  open  to  the  sahfccn  oL 
England,  and  to  your  own  coantrjrmcn,  nniil  ^ 
convention  expires.  Perhaps  yon 
that  you  will  take  care  that  yonr 
do  nothing  to  prevent  it  from  being 

certainlv  vou  have  agreed  that,  as  a  C 

you  will  do  nothing  yourselves  to  shot  it  np.  Aai 
yet,  by  this  bill,  do  you  not  do  an  act,  aaaGiv* 
emment,  intended  and  caknlated  to  eloaeihev- 
ritory,  in  part  or  in  whole,  agatiMt  Ek^giiih  oen- 
pation  and  enjoymeati  I>o  yon  not  inTttc  mloBiv 
I  tosetUa  on  it  by  the  pnvaiaa  of  «  peiteliikt  f 
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Senate. 


DOQgb  of  them  sfaonld  go— as  enough  may  go,  and 
le  JBTiicd  by  the  bill  lo  go— to  take  up,  fence  in, 
iooffh  and  sow  every  acre  of  it  on  which  a  man 
an  live,  do  yon  not  engage  to  all  of  them  such  a 
[Uet  Do  yoH  not  then  lake  and  grant  the  whole 
•rritory,  in  exclusive  property  and  occupation,  to 
Lmerican  citizens?  And  is  this  to  leave  it  "free 
Bd  open**  to  the  subjecteol  Eoglandl  Why,  sir, 
a  five  years,  if  this  bill  produces  ibe  entire  effect 
Of  which  its  provisions  are  calculated,  and  of 
rhich  they  are  capable^  not  an  Englishman  could 
et  his  foot  on  the  territory  for  agriculture^  trade, 
>r  hunting.  His  entry  would  be  a  trespass  on 
kmeriean  title,  and  the  entry  of  his  Government 
A  invasion  and  a  war  on  you.-  I  do  not  say  that 
bis  result  is  undesirable;  but  I  do  say  you  cannot 
kchieve  it  till  you  have  put  an  end  to  the  conven- 
ion.  Yoti  cannot  shut  up  and  appropriate  a  ter- 
itory,  or  an  acre  of  it,  consistently  with  an  agree- 
aent  to  keep  it  aH  free  and  open.  Common  sense, 
xunmon  honesty,  the  municipal  law,  the  judg- 
aents  of  the  nations,  concur  in  this.  The  attempt 
s  to  reconcile  things  irreconcilable;  and  the  fifty 
housand  rifles  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  are  un- 
equal to  it. 

But  I  diseussed  this  subject  so  much  at  large  the 
Aher  doff  that  I  will  not  pursue  it  further.  In 
rath,  thf  only  plausible  defence  of  this  part  of  the 
liU  which  we  have  heard  attempted,  is,  not  that  it 
loes  Boc  di^regard  and  infringe  the  convention, 
)Qt  that  England  has  set  the  example  of  disregard- 
ing and  Inuinging  it,  and  iherefore  we  may  do  so 

Now,  air,  if  the  fact  is  proved,  I  accede  to  the 
inference.  K  Engrland  puts  a  construction  upon 
the  convention -which  authorizes  the  two  Qovem- 
nents  lo  proceed  to  colonise  the  territory  by  in- 
dependent policy;  if  she  waives,  deserts^  and  breaks 
the  convention  in  this  behalf,  then  you  may  pass 
this  bill.  Certainly,  the  bargain  binds  boih  or 
neither. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  afraid  of  being 
called  the  apologist  of  England  when  I  declare  that 
I  see  noproot  at  all  that  she  violates  the  conven- 
tion, as  1  construe  it.  He  must  be  a  very  vulgar 
debater,  and  that  a  very  vulgar  assembly,  by 
whom  and  in  which  an  attempt  to  persuade  a  na- 
tion to  preserve  its  own  honor  by  the  argument  (hat 
its  great  foreign  rival  has  preserved  his,  should  be 
stigmatized  as  an  unpatriotic  apologist  for  that 
grea^  rival.  No  Senator  here  will  descend  to  such 
an  imputation  on  another.  I  say.  then,  I  see  no 
evidence  of  any  act  of  the  Englisn  Qovemment 
which  justifies  the  act  proposed  to  us.  That  the 
convention  operates  to  her  advantage,  and  against 
ours,  is  probably  true;  that  her  subjects  are  silently 
and  widely  occupying  the  territory,  culling  out  its 
choicest  parts,  taking  up  its  best  mill-seats,  re- 
claiming its  best  land,  and  extending  the  English 
name,  national  character,  attachments,  sympathies, 
and  connexions,  all  over  it,  forming  it  slowly  into 
another  English  colony,  may  be  true.  This  may 
make  it  quite  expedient  *  to  terminate  the  conven- 
tion. It  may  malre  it  quite  necessary  to  assert  the 
doctriiie,  that  no  possession  taken  by  an  English 
subject  during  the  existence  of  the  convention  can 
be  allowed  to  confer  title.  It  d^es  unquestionably 
make  it  necessary  that  a  wise  and  a  firm  and  a 
good-tempered  diplomacy  should,  without  one 
moment's  delay,  undertake  the  adjustment  of  this 
great  question  of  the  Oregon.  But  what  I  sav  is, 
that  I  see  no  governmental  act  of  England  which 
breaks  the  convention.  Senators  ar^ue  this  point 
a  great  deal  too  much  at  large.  The  question  is, 
not  whether  the  English  national  temper  is  or  is 
not  respectful  and  friendly  towards  this  country;  it 
is  not  whether  she  once  fired  into  the  Chesapeake 
frigate  in  a  time  of  peace;  not  whether  her 
ulterior  purposes  in  maintaining  so  many  lines 
of  steam-ships  are  wicked  or  charitable;  not  whether 
her  hand  is  red  with  the  blood  of  China  and  Aff- 

fhanistan;  not  whether  she  meditates  the  giA  of 
iberiy  to  all  the  enslaved;  not  whether  she  is  proud, 
ambitious,  grasping;  not  whether  that  which  is  so 
definitely  and  intelligibly  called  her  "general  atti- 
tude" towards  us  is  lionlike  or  lamblike,  rampant- 
or  cduckant.  Ail  these  inquiries  are  important  to 
oar  general  duties  of  statesmanship.  As  we  may 
answer  them  one  way  or  another,  we  may  have 
to  negotiate,  to  protest,  to  arm,  to  fight.  But  to  the 
deliberation  of  this  moment,  these  inquiries  are 
worse  than  irrelevant.  The  question  is,  Does  the 
English  Government  grant  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory  to  English  suUects,  lo  be  enjoyed  and 
owned  ejioloRf  dy  and  adversely  to  idl  the  world) 


Sir,  there  seems  to  be  no  proof  of  this  at  all.  What 
the  English  hunters  and  traders  may  have  done. 
I  do  not  inquire.  1  look  to  the  Government;  and 
what  the  Government  has  said,  and  what  it  has 
done,  1  once  before  have  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  In  the  act  of  2d  July,  18*21,  by  which 
the  privilege  of  hunting  and  trading  is  gi  anted  to 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  are  these  words: 

"IV.  And  whereas,  by  a  convention  entered  into 
between  his  Majesty  tfnd  /the  United  Slates  of 
America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed  that  any 
country  on  the  northwest  coast  ol  America,  to  the 
westward  of  the  Stnny  Mountains,  shoiild  be  free 
and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subject^  of  the  t^o 
powers  for  the  term  of  ten  jeais  from  the  date  of 
the  signature  of  thai  convention: 

"Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  author- 
ize any  body  corporate,  company,  or  person  to 
whom  his  Majesty  may  have,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  made  a  gr&nt  or  given  a  licei^e  of  ex- 
clusive trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of 
North  America  as  aforesaid,  to  claim  or  exercise 
anystich  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  speci- 
fiea  in  the  said  article,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion 
of  any  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  of  America 
who  may  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade:  Provided 
alwaysj  That  no  British  subject  shall  trade  with  the 
Indians  within  such  limits,  without  such  grant  or 
license  as  is  by  this  act  required." 

ThiS)  sir,  is  the  legislation  of  England  under  the 
convention  which  we  are  about  to  break.  I  con- 
fess I  should  regret  to  see  her  legislation,  and  the 
legislation  which  is  proposed  here,  presented  to- 
gether to  the  moral  judgment  of  the  world. 

I  have  no  more  to  say,  sir,  upon  the  expediency 
of  passing  this  bill.  Two  better  courses  certainly 
are  open  to  you.  Put  an  end  to  the  convention  at 
once;  and  then,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year,  pro- 
ceed to  plant  a  colony  in  the  territory.  This  is 
one  course.  But  another  is  better  still.  Leave  all 
things  as  they  are.  and  instantly  enter  upon  a  ne- 
gotiation which  shall  close  forever  the  last  of  the 
questions  which  is  of  magnitude  enough  to  endan- 
ger the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  of  one  blood 
and  one  faith.  • 

I  desire  now,  Mr.  President,  to  say  something 
upon  two  or  three  topics  introduced  into  the  debate 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.]  To 
much  of  his  able  address  to  the  Senate  1  assent 
entirely.  To  other  portions  of  it  I  cannot  assent; 
and  on  these  I  beg  to  submit  a  few  remarks,  with 
the  deference  which  is  due  to  him,  but  with  the 
freedom  which  is  due  to  the  Senate  from  every 
Senator. 

I  understood  the  honorable  Senator  to  remind 
you,  that  some  time  since  the  Senate,  upon  his  mo- 
tion, made  a  call  upon  the  President  to  apprize 
this  body  what  were  those  "informal  communica- 
tions" which,  in  his  message  transmitting  the  re- 
cent treaty  for  our  approval,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  President  says  had  been  had  with  the 
British  minister  upon  the  subject  of  the  Territory 
of  the  Oregon;  and  that  to  this  call  the  President 
replied,  that  the  information  sought  for  could  not 
be  given  without  detriment  lo  the  public  interest. 
The  honorable  Senator  then  proceeded  to  declare 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  reply  was  not  true,  and 
was  not  sincere;  ana  that  it  was  designed  to  con- 
ceal the  real  reason  for  not  answering  the  call; 
which  was,  that  the  disclosure  of  the  "informal 
communications"  would  disgrace  the  American 
negotiator,  by  showing  that  he  had  offered  lo  draw 
a  line  of  boundary  south  of  the  parallel  of  forty- 
nine. 

Now,  sir,  in  ko  far  as  the  honorable  Senator  con- 
fined himself  to  a  denial  that  the  public  interest 
would  suffer  by  a  revelation  of  this  matter,  and  to 
an  argument  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
given,  I  have  little  to  say.  I  may  be  permitted — ihe 
youngest  and  least  experienced  of  this  body,  reply, 
ing  to  one  of  its  oldest,  most  experienced,  and  most 
distinguished  members — to  suggest  a  doubt  whether 
such  a  commentary  on  snch  a  communication  from 
the  Executive  Government  has  been  usual,  and 
even  whether  it  was  ever  made  before.  I  had 
thought  that  a  politic  decorum  had  established  the 
practice  of  receiving  such  communications  Jfrom 
such  a  source  as  absolute  truth.  I  had  supposed 
ihatihe  indispensable  intercourse  of  the  dejarl- 
menis  of  Government,  their  respective  con- 
stitutional functions,  independence,  and  responsi- 
'  bilities,  all  recjuired  this. 

But,  .sir,  if  it  may  be  considei^ed  and  discussed 
as  an  open  question,  whether  the  President  hsa 


told  us  the  truth,  and  whether  his  opinion  that  the 
public  interests  required  these  communications  to 
be  withheld  is  a  well-founded  one  or  not,  I  muat 
be  permitted  to  say  that  I  cannot  doubt  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  Executive  deternfination  was  both 
sincere  and  discreet.  How  could  we  have  expected 
beforehand,  any  other  answerl  Why,  sir,  the 
business  of  the  Oregon  is  at  this  moment  the  sub- 
ject of  actual  negotiation  between  the  Govern* 
ments.  It  has  been  so  for  years.  In  his  message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  President  declares  his  purpose  to  be 
to  conclude  an  early  settlement  of  it,  ir  practica- 
ble. Such  is  my  inference  from  his  language.  In 
this  posture  of  our  affairs,  so  important  and  deli- 
cate, would  it  be  a  usual  and  a  sensible  proceeding, 
or  a  strange  and  impolitic  one,  -to  puollsh  to  the 
world  from  day  to  day  the  informal  conversa- 
tions of  the  representatives  of  the  two  powers  1 
Was  such  a  thing  ever  heard  oH  The  honorable 
Senator  says  that  our  claim  to  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory is,  and  always  was,  a  uniform  and  decided 
one,  never  shifling,  never  timid;  and  that  there  is 
nothing  at  all  to  be  concealed.  Well,  sir,  and 
what  thent  So  was  our  claim  in  the  Northeast  a 
imiform  and  confident  claim.  So  always  has  been 
oar  claim  upon  the  great  subjects  of  impressment 
and  the  right  of  search;  but  when  these  claims,  or 
any  claims,  or  any  subjects,  become  matters  of  ac- 
tual controversy,  and  are  brought  within  the  prov- 
ince of  diplomacy,  do  not  the  law,  and  the  usage, 
and  the  immemorial  expediences  of  diplomatic 
treatment  apply  to  them;  and  are  they  not  to  be 
discu-ssed  and  put  in  shape  for  adjustment  accord- 
ing to  the  customary  course  of  diplomacyl 

Let  me  remind  you  that  there  may  be  reasons  for 
at  least  the  usual  prudence  of  secrecy,  urgently 
and  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  question.  Re- 
memoer  that,  accoiding  to  the  theory  of  England 
upon  the  subject,  it  is  a  question  to  which  not  she 
and  we  alone,  but  we  and  the  whole  world  are 
parties.  She  asserts  no  title  in  herself,  but  alleges 
that  it  belongs  to  all  the  nations.  If  so.  all  of 
them— except  Russia,  Spain,  and  France,  who  may 
be  thought  to  have  quitclaimed — all  the  other  na- 
tions are  parlies;  and  then  England  and  this  Gtov- 
ernment  are  in  truth  meditating  an  arrangement 
excluding  all  the  rest,  and  appropriating  the  whole 
to  themselves.  Under  any  possible  principle  of 
adjustment,  they  would  hardly  be  expected  to  re- 
veal the  whole  course  of  love  from  day  to  day, 
running  smooth  or  broken,  in  the  presses  of  Lon- 
don and  Washington. 

But,  sir,  it  was  not  this  which  I  proposed  lo 
say.  I  desired  chiefly  to  assure  the  Senator  and 
the  Senate  that  the  apprehension  intimated  by  him, 
that  a  disclosure  of  these  informal  communications 
would  disgrace  the  American  Secretary,  by  show- 
ing that  he  had  offered  a  boundary  line  south  of 
the  parallel  of  forty -nine,  is  totally  unfounded. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear  me  say  that  I  am  au- 
thorized and  desired  to  declare,  that  in  no  commu- 
nication, formal  or  informal,  was  such  an  offer 
made,  and  that  none  such  was  ever  meditated. 

The  honorable  Senator  complains  of  the  treaty 
of  last  summer,  for  not  seuling  this  question  of  the 
Oregon.  Jt  is  one  of  its  great  sins  of  omission 
which  he  charges,  as  he  has  done  mor^  than  once 
before. 

Let  me  say,  sir,  (what  I  need  scarcely  to  say,)  that 
this  forms  no  objection  to  the  treaty,  which  does  not 
lie  against  our  whole  past  series  of  diplomacy. 
Always  this  question  of  the  Oregon  has  borne  ex- 
actly the  same  relation  to  all  our  questions  with 
England  that  it  bore  last  summer.  Always  it  has 
been  thought  important  enough  to  be  discussed 
with  other  subiectv,  and  never  has  it  been  quite 
matured  for  adjustment,  and  never  thought  quite 
so  important  as  lo  hinder  the  adjustment  of  other 
questions  which  were  matured.  How  many  trea- 
ties have  you  made  with  England—how  much  dip- 
lomatic conversation  have  you  had  with  her,  since 
Captain  Grav  discovered  and  named  the  Colum- 
bia riverl  And  yet,  through  the  whole  series— in 
1807,  1814,  1816,  1818,  and  18-26— in  the  adminis- 
trations of  both  the  last  Presidents  always  there 
has  been  one  course  and  one  result  with  this  sub- 
ject. It  has  been  treated  of;  formal  and  informal 
commcmications  have  been  held  on  it;  it  has  been 
found  to  be  unripe  for  settlement;  and  it  has  been 
found  lobe,  or  believed  to  be,  not  difficult  enough, 
or  not  pressing  enough,  to  delay  or  alter  the  settle- 
ment of  riper  and  more  pressing  elements  of  con- 
tention. There  are,  and  have  always  been,  two  rea- 
sons for  this  posture  and  this  fate  of  the  Oregoiv 
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Jaesiion.  It  sland*,  ia  ibe  firKiplace,  on  roially  dif- 
erem  grounds  from  the  quesiion  of  ibe  Noribea.si- 
ero  bouodary.  To  ihal,  Eneland  and  ihis  Guvern- 
nieDt  were  clearljr  tbe  only  paiLies.  Thai  each 
owned,  ezclasively  of  all  ibe  world,  up  lo  tbe  irue 
line,  was  certain.  Where  that  lioe  was,  depeodeJ 
upon  QoihiD^  but  tbe  meaniDg  ol  a  coniruci  wtiUea 
by  tbe  parties  themselves.  But  in  Ihe  Oregon 
qoeitii^,  the  naiions  oAhewhole  world  have  color 
ol  inierest.  England  claims  rortbem  all.  except- 
ing France,  SpajD.aDd  Russia, sbe  insisis  that  ibey 
all  mutt  be  panirs  to  thai  great  bill  id  chanrery, 
by  whicb  ihisconlroTersyofempire  shall  be  finally 
rompoiied.  Bui,  beside."  Ibis,  the  controversy  it- 
self lams  on  mailer  allogelher  its  own.  ll  in- 
volves [he  loriiest  and  most  shadowy  speculalians 
ctinlern&lionalliiw.  I[  lies  among  ihe  very  apieea 
jam— the  Alpine beigh is— the(runj«inieiW<iJi/itj of 
ibat  department  ofthuugbl.  Discovery  as  aground 
of  title;  ilsnaiure,  aDdlimilaiion!!,  and  eileol;wiih 
which  parly  is  tbe  fact  of  irM  discovery;  what 
occupation  mast  follow  to  lipen  and  define  it;  tbe 
eSecioiinieriorcontiguoiL'i  possession;  the  meaning 
of  the  old  English  charters,  the  Noi^ika  Sound  coo- 
vention,and  what  noi; — these  are  the  Oregon  topics, 
and  happy  is  tbe  negotiator  who  shall  weipb  iJiem 
out,  and  equalize  and  settle  them  without,  like  Ibc 
Gaul,  putting  bis  svord  into  the  scale ! 

The  olber  circumsiauce  which  has  always  held 
the  Oregon  quest  ion  in  a  stale  ofparlia]  insulation, 
applied  with  peculiar  force  to  ibeiime  when  ibLs 
treaty  was  made.  The  Northeastern  boundary 
line  required  immediate  adjustment;  the  title  to 
Oregon  might  real  lobe  tried  in  its  order  on  the 
docket.  Here,  in  the  Northeastern  and  iu  the  North 
was  a  line  running  3M0  miles,  between  populous 
Btales  and  populous  Provinces,  li  was  for  bun- 
dreds  of  miles  lut  unsettled  line.  Eiirited  and  nu- 
merous commnnities  of  two  different  nations  were 
fiercely  disputing  where  it  was.     Men   stood  fa- 


dischargeof  one  single  mnskcl  would  have  I 
on  a  war,  whose  fires  would  have  encircled  ibe 
world.  Did  not  ilie  exigent  circumstaDces  of  tbe 
hoar — did  not  the  ancient  and  uniform  policy  of 
the  Government  require  ibal  this  controversy 
.should  be  settled  at  once,  leaving  the  dislanl  desert 
for  aspace  lo  lake  care  of  itselff 

1  was  hurt,  therefore,  sir,  to  hear  it  intimated 
that  It  Northern  negotiator  had  neglected  and  ex- 
cluded the  Oregon,  because  it  was  a  Wesiem  ques- 
tion. You  see  why  it  was  neglected,  and  why  it 
was  excluded;  and  you  see  that  it  was  a  wise  diplo- 
macy, wheresoever  its  author  was  rocked  in  his 
cradle.  But  how  lung  is  it,  sir,  that  thi!i  has  been 
a  Western  question,  1  should  like  to  knowl  Is  it 
anymorea  Western  question  than  the  China  mis- 
sion, or  tbe  Sandwich  Island  mi.ssion  is  a  Western 
ques  ion!  Did  not  the  East  discover  the  terri- 
tory and  its  great  river!  Do  yoa  not  found  your 
title  upon  Ihe  log-book  of  Captain  Gray's  good  ^hip 
Columbia,  of  Boston!  Was  it  not  a  Mas=acbusBiis 
man  (Captain  Wyelh)  who  first  attempted  to  open 
a  direci  trade  to  it  by  seal  Was  not  Astoria  !>et- 
lled  from  the  Ea$i7  Have  you  not  upon  your  table 
more  roeraoriala  from  New  York  and  Boston  than 
from  all  the  Union  beside,  soliciting  ^our  atten- 
tion to  this  interest!  Will  not  tbe  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford  whalemen  go  there  lo  rest,  among  his 
own  countrymen  and  kindred,  tired  out  with  the 
chase  of  his  gigantic  game1  Will  it  pot  be  the  uni- 
versal Yankee  nation  by  whom  ihatgraat  valley  of 
the  tranquil  sea  shall  be  filled?  and  will  the^  not, 
one  and  all,  as  tbe  day  of  annual  thanksgiving 
tiace  their  line  with  tears  of 
■  the  Plymouth  Rockl    Sir, 


a  great 


lie  Senator  di 

,  leaving  oihers  open.     He 

s,  lo  determine  the  boundary 
Stales  and  tbe  free  Stales, 
■■  question;  which  peitain 
exclusively  to  the  West  and 

nprebendibe  point  of 


It  let 


ickson  vehemently  desire  to 
Norlhcaslern  boundary  by 
r  to  Maine  more  than  a  mil- 
it  by  ikidf,  according  lo  the 
Is'  award!  Sir^  we  all  know 
K  well-apprec^ted  qualities 


and  services,  and  well-earned  fame,  enabled  hitn 
10  despise  the  vulgar  clamor  about  tbe  fe&r  of  Eiig 
land,— he,  and  alt  thepublie  men  who  lormed  and 
sitKxl  round  his  Administration,  (including,  a.sl  had 
supposed,  the  honorable  Senalor  himself,)  thought 
it  clear  gain— «  measure  of  ondoubti-d  expediency, 

time.  Why,  he  would  have  tbougbi  it  about  as  ab- 
oard to  keep  all  open,  because  all  could  nut  be  ad- 
justed instantly  and  together,  as  lo  refuse,  if  such 
an  offer  could  be  supposed  lo  be  made  lo  mail,  to 
have  any  one  of  tbe  great  diseases  by  which  the 
human  race  is  wasted  away,  extirpated,  nntil  all 
diseases  could  be  extirpated— holding  on  lo  small- 
pii  till  yon  know  bow  cholera  and  yellow  fever  are 
to  be  disposed  oil   , 

And  pray,  sir,  whiu  advantage  does  England 
gain  over  ns  by  ihfe  adjustment  of  ibis  portion  of 
your  differences  with  her!  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor argues  thai  she  is  preparing  for  war  wiih  you. 
She  is  preparing  for  immediate  war.  Released 
from  China  and  from  Affgbanislaa,  she  is  in  the 
very  acl  of  lining  her  blood-red  hand  against  your 
life.  The  beard  is  grown  alieady,  he  thinks,  on 
the  chin  of  the  hero  who  is  to  turn  back  the  dark 
tide  of  that  war  upon  her  own  coast,  and  conquer 
Oregcn  in  Ihe  streets  of  London. 

Well,  sir,  if  England  is  going  to  war  with  you 
so  soon,  what  good  is  ihLs  seulement  of  the  North- 
eastern line  to  do  her!  I  have  heard  of  Goreni- 
ments  which,  meditating  a  war  with  one  nation, 
prepared  lor  it  by  adjusiiog  their  differences  with 
other  nations;  thus  secaring  their  friendship  or 
their  neuiraliiy.  But  does  England  expect  lo  gel, 
by  a  treaty  of  peace  made  this  year,  a  war  next 
year,  with  one  half  only  ol  the  people  and  States  of 
this  Union!  Does  ^e  sappose  sbe  has  given  the 
East,  and  the  greal  central  mass,  so  satisfactory  a 
boundary  line,  that  they  will  lie  down  behind  it,  and 
leave  the  Sonlb  and  West  to  fighi  her  alone!  Do 
you  not  know  that  if  one  drop  of  blood  is  shed  on 
the  Columbia  river,  or  one  regiment  (black  or 
while)  landed  in  Mississippi,  ihU  lin«  woold  be  on 
fire — one  long  chain  of  fire-instaataneously.  from 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  Rocky  Honntainsl  Would 
this  treaty  binder  Maine,  New  Hampshire.  Ver- 
mont, New  fork,  Michigan,  from  walking  over 
il,  without  knowing  or  caring  where  it  is!  Would 
IhLs  treaiy,  or  any  treaty,  or  anything,  keep  Ihe 
commercial  Eaal  oul  of  your  Southern  and  West- 
ern warl  Why,  sir,  all  war— all  war  of  America 
with  England— is  a  war  directly  and  chiefly  oo  the 
Eastern  Atlantic  Slates.  Necessity,  inlerest,  not 
less  than  patriotism,  compel  them  into  pariicipalion 
in  it.  Every  merchant  ship,  every  fishing  craft 
thai  is  driven  from  the  sea,  sends  a  gallanl  crew  lo 
the  gun  deck,andensoiesotber  laurejstoihebro' 


Banks,  the  fishermen  of  Marblehead  rallied  to  the 
radiant  flag  of  the  Constitntiun;  and,  in  half  on 
hour,  broke  forever  the  spell  of  English  invincibil- 
ity on  the  sea.  Such  men  are  not  long  in  learning 
their  new  profession.  I  was  told  thisstoiyby  adis- 
l in guished  officer  in  tbe  navy— the  first  lieutenant 
ofihat  frigate  at  ihe  lime  when  sbe  captured  the 
Guerriere:  During  the  aclion,  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  one  of  ihe  divisionsobservedihat  the  firing 
of  his  guns  had  ceased  for  a  short  time  and  in- 
quired of  a  sailor  Ibe  reason.  "Sir, (said  he,)  there 
IS  so  mncb  nmoke,  we  cannot  see;  and  we  are  wait- 
ing for  it  to  clear  up.  It  is  a  pity  to  throw  away 
our  shot."  This  from  a  fine  young  fellow  ofiwen- 
ly,  or  thereabouts,  who  had  never  seen  fire  before  in 
his  life  I 

No,  Mr.  President:  while  I  could  wish,  un- 
doubtedly, ibal  this  treaty  had  settled  everything,  I 
deny  that  il  composes  the  slighiesi  objection  to  it, 
of  a  positive  nature,  that  it  does  not  settle  every- 
thing. What  is  done  is  altogether  good.  What  is 
done  ii  not  the  worso  for  what  is  not  done.  The 
chances  of  the  conlinuance  of  peace  are  heighten- 
ed. The  hazards  of  war  ate  diminished.  The 
entire  mass  and  aggregate  of  our  relations  with 
England  is  disembarrassed,  and,  if  I  may  so  say, 
dulcified.  What  is  done  makes  it  easier  lo  do  all 
thereat.  It  sweetens  the  temper  of  Ihe  parses:  if 
purifies  Ihe  vision:  it  calms  the  passions;  it  con- 
firids  the  purpose  of  the  wise  and  good  of  both  na- 
tions 10  be  forever  at  peace  with  one  another,  and 
to  put  away  forever  4II  war  from  tbe  kindred  r^^es 
—war,  the  most  ridiculous  of  blunders,  the  most 
Iiemendous  of  crimes,  the  most  comprehensive  of 

Tbe  honorable  Senator  next  assails  ili«  treaty 


sa 


for  what  he  calls  its  sins  of  ci 
it  all  with  hate  unappeasable,  be  cbi^ 
bisindignaiiuDon  two  grul  conceniM)  TWVAt 
says  itmakesto  England,  Tbe  Aiagimftw^i, 
strip  of  mounuin  territory,someeicbtorU3i  aiici 
wide,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  mila  Ima,  a>  ik 
American  side  of  the  King  of  the  NeOetlwi^ 
line,  Tbe  other  changes  bji  imponim  fotWis  U 
the  boundary  line  west  of  Lake  Superior,  aadlx- 
tween  thai  lake  and  the  Rainy  lake;  reawie-tib; 
south  of  its  tine  and  ancient  course;  give»ieEij- 
land  the  old,  cuslomaij,  and  best  rome  lioai  Lata 
Superior  towar  s  ihe  Northwest,  icgethcr  wat  %n 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  rock  and  water,  calld 
Hunter's  island,  end  admiiaher  travejllfig  indni 
lo  a  common  use  ol  all  the  poriages  Bpoa  tkc  an 
line  of  boundary  actually  eslabli-hed.  The«ec» 
cessions  (so  he  calls  them)  be  assails  vebemeadT 
and  biUerly.  Part  of  ll^em  he  has  isuilad  b^ 
all  of  Ibem  be  dtclares  his  purpose  to tssiilaitii. 
He  only  regrets,  he  lelbi  us,  that  (hisscKiooii  w 
short  Cor  what  he  has  to  soy;  bat  coasotet  Itiaai 
with  the  bt^  that  the  forty  speeches  whick  k 
means  10  make  upon  tbe  suqeci  at  the  neja  kkub 
may  convey  to  the  couutrv  some  faint  aBddiai» 
pression  ol  its  inexpressible  impocunce  and  can. 

Mr,  President,  it  is  not  my  pnrpose  to  tngtgen 
a  general  eiaminati<Hi  and  defeoceof  itaittien 

Regularly,  tbe  subject  iH  not  befoKiu.  BiftAsi 
are,  here  or  in  the  other  Honte,  maki^t'inMfn- 
Blioiis  lo  execnte  it,  on  which  ii  mnstbe  acMnl. 
I  would  raiher  reserve  myself  ui  that  occasico.  k 
sides,  sir,  wbv  shouti^  1,  or  why  sboiild  M?  oa^ 
asonme  the  defence  of  a  treaty,  liei«inihi>tai%, 
wbicb  bntjust  now,  on  the  amptesT iimii^iiBwi, 
in  the  confidence  end  calmnes  of  exccolim  lo. 
sion,  was  approved  by  a  vole  so  d«ci*lTCI  Bir,ik 
country,  by  a  vote  far  more  decisive.  jnapraforliM 
very  far  beyond  thirty-nine  lo  nine,  has  auir*tr; 
your  approval.  Some  there  are — some  »w,  (1 
speak  not  now  of  any  member  ol  this  Scutt  1 
restless,  selfish,  reckless,  "the  cankers  of  a  ttla 
world  and  a  long  peace,"pin!nK  with  tUrsli/H- 
toriety,  slaves  to  their  hatred  of  England— la  «k« 
the  treaty  is  disiBs'efQl;  10  whom  any  ireaij,  ul 
all  tilings  but  the  glare  and  clamor,  the  vain  poaq' 
and  hollow  cireumslance,  Ihe  loil,  andagoDT,ui 
inadequate  results,  of  war— all  but  these,  vooUte 
distasteful  and  dreary.  But  the  connl^  is  ait- 
yon  in  Ibis  act  of  wisdom  and  glory :  m  inttUi- 
gencf,  its  morality,  iis  labor— its  good  men,  its  mi 
men,  ihe  thoughtful,  the  philanthrope,  the  diKite, 
the  masses— tbe  farmer  in  his  field,  UeiBechaic 
in  his  shop,  the  merchant  in  his  coDniiiic-rooai,tk 
fisherman  on  the  deck  of  his  nighultranaertd  ^if, 
— are  all  with  you. 

It  would  be  quite  superfluous,  therefore,  k«ie  m 
anywhere,  to  defend  an  att  on  whi<:b  ibe  p=Uic 
judgment  of  approval  has  been  pronoaneed  withi 
voice  so  decisive.  Let  me,  however,  sir,  beToii 
attending  to  the  particular  objections  of  tu  liw- 
orable  SenaUir,  submit  a  view  or  two  of  IIk  |t>- 
eral  character  and  merits  of  the  treaty  as  a  uWi 
ot  boundary. 

Consider  first,  sir,  thai,  by  concesnon  nl  (f«t- 
body,  it  is  a  better  treaty  than  the  administruma 
President  Jackj*In  woold  have  most  eagtrlf  «■■ 
eluded.  You  all  know,  and  the  conatiy  iwiB. 
•that  that  eminent  person,  and  bis  constitotiiMiiu 
unconsiiiutional  adviseis,(irsuchhe  bid,)«iil« 
exception,  desired  to  adopt  the  line  settled  b^  ik 
award  of  the  King  of  Holland.  Yes,  sir,  ablMift 
that  award  pretended  to  adjust  nothing  bal  (be  u- 
'  Northeastern  qne«io«—tkWnji 


Vermont  and  New  York,  and  idmnei 
you  to  no  rights  of  navigation  in  the  St-  Jul*-'' 
andi  they  preferred  such  a  settlement  lo  tUM,  *■< 
there  were  offered  lo  Maine  alMie  *  i*illii>ii>^' 
onaner  acres  of  land,  estimated  to  be  vonkaMt 
than  a  million  of  dollars,   to  procure  bet  mbi 

Well,  sir,  the, treaty  of  WasbioKKn  mtlus  > 
belter  seltlement  than  IbaL  Snch  is  tbejid|atf 
of  Maine  herself,  Althoogh  she  neeatsti* 
the  Gsne^'al  Government,  under  the  tnuf,  *^ 
a  mdlion  of  dollars  less  than  she  migU  kin  IM 
for  assenting  to  theaward,  her  aagar)tfpr>l^~ 
trcaiyio  the  award.  She  baddwoaErvTlK*' 
justment  proposed  by  Ihe  awwrd,  darilg  '*'!* 
dency  of  the  negoiiation  in  (tUs-«t74v>  i^'^ 
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Bmd  she  promptly  rejected  it.  A  friend  has  this  mo- 
Dftcnt  referred  me  to  the  report  just  made  by  her 
commissioDers  to  her  Legislature,  from  which  I 
read  a  passage: 

"Secondly.  Wc  were  given  to  understand  that 
ii  w^is  not  yet  loo  late  to  adopt,  ratify,  and  coofirm 
the  line  recommended  by  the  arbiter,  and  settle  the 
controversy  in  that  way.  In  reference  to  such  a 
proposition,  we  suggested  on  our  part  that,  if  the 
omited  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  St.  John  could 
be  conceded  as  an  equivalent,  we  might  brio^  our- 
•elTes,  perhaps,  to  assent^to  it — particularly  if  we 
could  nmtualty  agree,  upon  a  modification  of  that 
jine.  But  every  suggestion  on  our  part,  as  to  mod- 
ifying: And  narrowing  the  bounds,  and  as  to  equiv- 
alents, was  met  by  a  prompt  and  decided  negative. 
If  we  acceded  to  that  line,  it  could  only  be  on  the 
basis  of  the  award,  simply  and  purely,  and  with- 
out any  equivalent.  Would,  then,  the  contmis- 
sioners  of  Maine  be  justified  by  their  fellow-citi- 
zens in  assenting,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  at  this 
late  dav,  to  a  ratifieation  of  the  award  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands^  More  than  ten  years  ago,  the 
Legislature  of  Maine  repeatedly   and   solemnly 

frotested  against  the  ratification  of  that  award, 
t  even  refused  to  trust  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  discre- 
tionary power  of  ratifying  it,  although,  in  case  of 
Its  eventual  ratification,  Maine  would  have  realized, 
as  an  indemnity,  more  than  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  avoided  all  the  expense  and  border 
troubles  to  which  the  controversy  has  since  given 
occasion.  The  views  of  the  Legislature,  so  re- 
peatedly expressed,  were  opposed  to  any  assent  on 
the  part  of  its  agents.  The  spirit  of  the  resolves 
under  which  we  derived  our  authority  v/ks  op- 

£o8ed  to  it  Considering  the  course  which  the 
legislature  and  Executive  of  Maine  have  pur- 
saed  in  regard  to  this  matter,  the  acceptance  of 
such  a  proposition  was  out  of  the  question.  To . 
have  acceaed  to  it,  would  have  been,  in  our  opin- 
ion, to  disre|[ard  the  interest  of  the  State,  and 
to  trifle  with  its  character  and  honor." 

Bir,  the  judgment  of  Maine  on  the  comparative 
merits  of  these  two  arrangements  is  conclusive. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  party  having  immeasura- 
bly the  deepest  interest  in  the  matter,  and  the  best 
means  of  understanding  it. 

For  years,  the  whole  public  mind  of  the  State 
has  been  directed  to  the  subject  If  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  John  is  worth  anything,  or  worth  noth- 
ing, she  knows  it.  If  she  needs  this  strip  of  moun- 
tain land,  to  shelter  her  giant  limbs  behind,  she 
knows  that. also.  She  is  patriotic,  as  well  as  at- 
tentivie  to  herself;  and  I  disparage  nobody  when  I 
say  that,  on  all  parts  and  ail  aspects  of  this  ques- 
tion— national  or  State,  military  or  industrial — her 
opinion  is  worth  that  of  the  whole  country  beside. 

Consider,  in  the  next  place,  that  in  a  broad  and 
obvious  view  of  this  long  and  celebrated  contro- 
versy of  boundary,  the  whole  civilized  world  will 
pronounce  it  termint^ted  honorably  to  you.  The 
smaller  details  of  the  arrangement,  the  world,  his- 
tory will  never  know,  or  will  speedily  forget. 
The  glory  or  the  shame  of  the  general  result  will 
abide,  and  will  form  a  part  of  the  wide  and  irredisiJ- 
ble  opinion  prunounced  for  ages^upon  your  acts  afid 
your  chaEactBT.:.  Look,  then,"  at  the  larger  aspect 
of  the  (Bspuleand  the  settlement.  Here  has  been 
for  half  a  trentunr  a  contention  with  England 
about  a  territory  of  twelve  thousand  square  miles, 
or  seven  and  a  half  millions  •  of  acres.  She  has 
claimed  it  all;  we  have  claimed  it  all.  Like  all 
the  controversies  of  nations,  it  has  been  conducted 
on  the  high  places,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 
Like  all  such  controversies,  it  has  involved  an  ap- 
peal to  the  judgment  of  civilization.  England,  a 
monarchy— a  European  monarchy— the  first  pow- 
?r  of  the  first  class  of  powers,  near  to  the  great 
sources  of  public  opinion,  and,  by  her  press,  her 
diplomacy,  and  her  universal  intercourse,  almost 
omnipotent  to  mould  that  opinion— England  has 
pronounced  our  claim  groundlefs  and  insincere. 
We,  a  republic,  at  a  distance,  have  been  heard  in- 
credulously to  as.«;ert  its  validity  audits  good  faith. 
And  what  now  does  the  world  see7  An  adjustment 
by  a  special  minister  at  Washington,  by  which 
four  fifths  in  value  of  the  whole  subiect  in  contro- 
versy is  lefl  to  yoit  as  your  own,  ana  by  which,  for 
that  one-fifth  which  she  desires  »o  possess,  she 
pays  you,  over  and  over,  in  national  equivalents — 
imperial  equivalents — such  as  a  najlion  may  give, 
SQch  as  a  nation  may  receive,  satisfactory  to  your 
interests,  toothing  to  your  honor— the  navigation 
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of  the  St.  John,  a  hundred  thousand  acres  in  New 
Hampshire,  fifty  thousand  acres  in  Vermont  and 
New  York,  the  point  of  land  commanding  the  great 
militarv  way  to  and  from  Canada  by  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  the  fair  and  fertile  island  of  St.  George,  the 
surr^der  of  a  pertinacioqs  pretension  to  four  mil- 
lions of  acres  westward  of  Lake  Superior !  Sir,  I 
^ill  not  say  that  this  adjustment  admits,  or  was  de- 
signed to  admit,  that  your  title  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  controversy  was  perfect  and  indisputable. 
I  will  not  do  so  much  injustice  to  the  accomplished 
and  excellent  person  who  represented  the  modera- 
tion and  the  gDod  sense  of  the  English  people  and 
Government  in  this  negotiation.  I  cannot  adopt,  ^en 
for  the  defen<!e  of -a  treaty  which  F  so  much  approve, 
the  language  of  a  writer  in  the  London  Morning 
Chronicle  of  September  last,  (and  who  has  been 
said  to  be  Lord  Palmerston,)  which  over  and  over 
asserts  that  the  adjustment  "virtually  ac^owledges 
the  American  claim  to  the  whole  of  the  disputed 
territory,"  and  that  **it  gives  England  no  share  at 
all— ab**olutely  none;  for  the  capitulation  virtually 
and  practically  yields  up  the  whole  territory  to  the 
United  States,  and  then  oring^  back  asmall  part  of 
it  in  exchange  Xbr  the  ri^ht  of  navigating  the  St. 
John."  I  will  not  say  this.  But  I  say  the  treaty 
admits  the  substantial  justice  of  your  general 
claim.    Itadmitsthat,  in  its  utmost  extent,,  it  was 

{ilausible,  formidable,  and  made  in  pure  good  faith, 
t  adjudges  to  yoo  the  pos^e^tsion  of  four-fifihs  as 
indisputably  your  own;  and,  as  considerations  of 
policy  made  the  possessicm  of  the  rest  desirable  to 
England,  suppressing  the  question  on  the  mere 
right,  she  pays  you  for  it  as  nations  pay  to  their 
equals,  *'in  a)l  love  and  honor."  And  how  will  the 
world  reason  on  this  matter?  Will  it  not  say, 
"Why,  America  was  right,  after  all;  the  proudest 
and  most  powerful  of  the  nations  substantially  has 
admitted  that  she  was  right;  the  fair  republic, 
'throned  by  the  West,'  has  not  been  rapacious,  has 
not  made  false  claim  and  folse  clamor;  she  has 
asserted  her  own,  and  she  has  obtained  her  own." 
Satisfied,  sir.  with  this  general  aspect  of  the  con- 
troversy abd  the  adjustment,  I  do  not  propose  to 
spend  time  in  inquiring  whether  the  equivalents 
we  get  for  the  one  fifth  we  concede  are  worth  what 
they  cost  us  exactly  in  federal  money.  It  is  enough 
that  they  are  given  as  equivalents,  eo  nomiiu^  on 
purpose  to  soothe  and  save  the  point  of  honor,  and 
that  their  intrinsical  and  their  comparative  value 
is  such  that  you  may  accept  them  as  eqnivalents 
without  reproach  to  vonr  judgment,  or  your  firm- 
ness, qr  your  good  faith.  And  yet  I  cannot  feel  a 
shadow  of  doubt  that  what  we  receive  is  compeur 
sation  over  and  over  again  for  what  we  concede. 
LiA  aloA  to  the  sky  the  vast  scales  in  which  such 
values  may  be  weighed,  and  try  by  the  maxims  of 
imperial  traffic  the  acquisitions  of  En^and  against 
the  acquisitions  of  Ai^erica !  To  begin  with  yours. 
There  is  the  navigation  of  the  6t.  John.  Nobody 
disputes  the  value  of  this  concession;  but  it  is  said 
to  be  a  concession  to  Maine  only.  Not  at  all,  sir — 
not  at  all.  It  i»  a  Concession  to  the  whole  country,  to 
commerce,  to  the  mercantile  miftne,  to  tonnage,  to 
trade,  "as  far  as  winds  blow  or  waters  rolU'  It  is 
said  that,t^  the  ktwsofnations^  weix^re  enriiledto 
if.'  Ayr*atxiidlhelaw  of-Tiationsrgive  it  lo  youl 
Tff6  more  than*  honor,  in'Falstafl^s  catechism,  sets 
broken  bones.  England,  till  now,  has  laughed  at 
the  claim  on  the  law  of  nations;  she  laughs  at  it 
now.  She  has  given  it  as  an  equivalent  of  inap- 
preciable value,  opening  to  the  primeval  forests, 
virgin  soil,and  hardy  enterprise  of  Maine  an  am- 
ple path  to  the  sea,  as  an  equivalent  in  part  for 
what  she  receives  of  the  territory  in  dispute.  Ask 
the  people  of  Maine  what  they  would  take  for  this 
equivalent.  - 

Then,  sir,  there  are  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  New  Hampshire  to  which  England  surrenders 
her  pretensions  forever.  I  know,  or  I  believe,  x\m 
pretension  was  groundless;  and  yet  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland  gave  it  away  ttom  you.  There 
is  that  long  margin  of  fifty-seven  thousand  acres^in 
Vermont  and  New  York.  It  belonged  to  Canada, 
according  to  the  true  line  of  l>oundarv,  as  much  as 
Gtuebec;  an  American  population  haa  settled  it  un- 
der mistake;  and  by  this  treaty  they  retain  it,  and 
retain  their  country  too.  There  Js  the  important 
island  of  St.  George,  lying  in  the  water  communi- 
cation between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior, 
containing  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  acres  of 
fertile  land;  andthereisthe  final  surrender  of  a  long 
unsettled  claim  of  England  to  a  southern  boundary, 
and  to  four  millions  of  acres  of  land  west  of  Lake 
I  Superior.    Above  all,  there  is  Rotise's  Point,  at  the 
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northern  end  of  Lake  Champlain.  It  la  on  the  Ca« 
nadian  side  of  the  line;  nobixly  now  dispotes  this. 
We  had  fortified  it  tbrmerty,  uncler  an  erroneens 
supposition  that  it  was  on  the  American  aide;  and 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  C^LBoim] 
reminded  vou  of  the  deep  regrat  and  apprehensioik 
with  which  military  men  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment (over  which  he  then  presided)  heard  or  the 
ascertainment  of  the  error.  This  treaty  makes  it 
yoursi  I  need  not  tell  you  what  it  is  worth.  It  is 
fieir  the  most  important  military  position  on  the 
whole  line  from  the  mopth  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
Bocky  Mountains.  Commanding  the  only  access 
to  invasion  from  Canada,  the  old  military  path 
along  which  came  the  glittering  host  of  Burgoyne, 
the  fleet  of  Downie,  and  the  arrav  of  Prevost,  wind- 
ing across  the  calm  waters  of  Macdonoo|[hV  victo- 
.ry,  and  along  and  down  between  Bennington  oa, 
one  side  and  Saratoga  on  the  other,  to  Albany  and 
New  York;  that  old  classical  pass,  our  Thermopy- 
lee,  consecrated  by  as  noble  blood,  illustrated  by  as 
durable  glory;  two  thousand  brave  men  on  this  po- 
sition would  hold  in  check  an  army  and  a  fleet  of 
a  hundred  thonstpid. 

These,  sir,  are  your  eouivalents  for  the  three 
or  four  millions  of  acres,  the  one-^fth  of  the  value 
in  controversy  in  Maine  which  you  yield— not  aa- 
much  to  England,  as  to  peace,  to  rest,  to  secnrity,* 
to  certainty  of  national  and  individual  possessions. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  if  you  have  not  tne  worth  of 
your  money. 

But  I  must  now  say  something  to  the  two  par- 
ticular objections  oh  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  laid  out  so  muck  good  indig- 
nation.  And,  first,  he  complains  that  ws  give  np  a 
strip  of  highlands  eight  or  ten  miles  wfde,  <nd 
running  one.  hundred  and  ten  s^ilesia  length,  from 
Lake  Fohenagamookto^the'Me^attnette  portage, 
which  the  award  of  the  Kin£:  of  Holland  assigned 
tons. 

Sir,  this  is  true.  Yet  Maine,  yon  sefi,  prefers 
this  treaty  to  that  award;  and  this  concession,  and 
the  entire  concession  to  England,  you  also  see, 
is  paid  for  again  and  again. 

But  this  particnlar  strip  of  land.  The  questipa 
is.  if,  for  any  purpose  of  advantage  to  England,  or 
of  detriment  to  us,  it  is  worth  a  pin's  fee? 

Well,  sir,  that  it  is  good  for  nothing,  for  agri- 
culture, lumber,  minerals,  or  any  other  of  the  uses 
of  man's  life,  is  admitted.  Itis  a  succession  of  ir- 
regular eminences,  some  of  them  three  ihoasand 
feet  high,  with  morasses  between  them.  The 
growth  of  the  highland  is  a  stitited,  worthless 
loreH  tree;  and  of  the  morass,  heds  of  moss  lying 
upon  a  waste  of  rock  and  water.  Throughout,  it  is 
unfit,  and  ever  must  remain  unfits;  for  cultivation 
or  for  habitation.  There  is  nothing  upon  or  be- 
neath the  surfhce  of  use  to  anybody  or  for  any- 
thing. • 

But  the  question  still  remains,  if,  in  reference 
to  any  of  the  larger  objects  of  her  policy  or  oors,  it 
possesjses  valuel  Sir,  it  is  not  worth  a  pound  of 
wet  gunpowder,  for  any  purpose,  to  either  Govem- 
rarat. 

The  first  object  which  I  suppose  England  to 
have  had  in  view  in  her  pursuit  of  this  contro- 
versy, hasl>een  to  obtain  a  short,  secure,  and  con- 
venient road  of  communication  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada  in  winter.  Now,  LoEd 
Pa]merstOn(or  whoever  is  the  writer  for  the  London 

{>aper  from  which  I  have  read)  asserts  that  £ng« 
and  does  not  tfkci  this  object  by  this  treaty.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  certain  it  is  that  this  treaty 
gives  her  no  safer,  or  shorter,  or  better  commu- 
nication between  her  provinces  than  she  acquired 
hy  the  Dutch  awara.  Whether  you  settle  one 
line  or  the  other,  her  road  from  the  St.  Jdhn  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  will  pursue  exactly  the  same  conrae; 
it  will  be  of  exactly  the  same  length:  it  will  be 
just  as  much  exposed,  and  just  as  much  sheltered. 
The  second  object  of  England  has  been  thought 
to  be  to  interpose  an  unoccupied  and  uninhabitable 
space  between  the  Canadian  and  American  popu- 
lation—a sort  of  non-conductor,  as  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  calls  it,  of  sympathies  or  or  antipathies,  as  the 
case  might  be.  She  fears  collisions  betw^n  bor- 
der commtmities,  living  up  to  an  imaginary  Una 
on  both  sides  of  it.  She  more,  and  more  rationally, 
perhaps,  fears  friendships,  communication, prosely- 
lisra,  sympathy — the  animal  magnetism  of  turbu- 
lent and  enterprising  liberty.  Probably,  had  she 
ever  acquired  the  whole  territor)r  in  dispute,  she 
would  have  held  large  tracts  of  it  ungruted,  un- 
peopled—a wall  of  wilderness  against  the  spiqt 
of  change. 
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Now,  However  desiwlble  it  xotLj  be  to  her,  or  ua- 
de^rsble  to  us,  to  keep  these  two  cummanities  a 
good  sttfe  quarantine  distance  apart,  it  sigfnifies, 
ebvrioQsl]^,  Dot  one  straw,  whether  she  or  we  own 
this  strip  of  i;ood-for-nothing  hill  and  bog.  Who- 
ever owns  it,  the  two  races  will  be  exactly  the  same 
diitance  apart.  There  would  not  be  one  solitary 
]»triot  or  sympathizer  on  the  whole  of  it;  if  on r 
tide  went  to  the  desolate  crest  of  the  moantain 
TaBgA  itself,  as  the  Kins  of  Holland  defined  it. 
Yottr  propagandist  of  liberty  affects  not  blighted 
firs,  cold  monntains,  declining  into  beds  of  luzuri- 
mat  moss,  which  clothe,  imperfectly,  silicious  rock 
and  slate ! 

Let  me  say,  sir,  that  I  should  feel  it  to  be  no  very 
frievons  thing  if  a  non-condnctor  horder,  such  as 
ISngland  has  contemplated,  were  interposed  be- 
tween her  people  and  our  own.  I  dread  the  collis- 
ions of  so  long  a  line  of  actual  c(»tact:  Looking  , 
to  the  mere  interests  of  my  own  country,  too,  I  am 
perfectly  content  that  the  provinces  of  British 
America  shouM  continue  subject  to  the  Crown  of 
£agland.  The  near  neighborhood  of  the  posses- 
sions^ the  troops,  the  navy,  the  armed  imajge  of  a 
European  monarchy,  bodes  no  sort  of  evil  or  of 
danger  to  you.  Better,  perhaps,  if  we  were  en- 
circled and  comrpressed  oy  the  "iron  qaality"  of 
Austria,  or  the  impassive  ice  of  Russia!  It  would 
hold  us  fast  together.  It  would  make  oor  nation- 
ality more  intense  and  more  concentrated.  Our 
liberty  Would  be  more  dear  and  more  distinctive. 
The  sentiment  ot  union,  the  sentiment  of  Ameri- 
can brotherhood,  would  be  more  profoundly  graven 
in  our  hearts.  We  should  love  onr  home  better, 
ahd  dwell  in  it  more  contentedly,  because  it  would 
\»  t^een  and  felt  to  be  the  only  home  of  freedom 
within  onr  reach.  But,  however  all  this  may  be, 
it  is  of  no  sort  of  importance  which  Government 
owns  this  strip  of  unmhabHable  land. 

The  only  remaining  question  is,  Whether,  for 
any  military  uses,  it  passesses  any  valuel  Is  it 
d^irable  that  we  should  own  it  for  the  purpose  Df 
defence  or  of  aggression  against  Lower  Canadat 

Wet],  sir^  upon  this  question  I  seek  for  the  opin- 
ions of  military  men.  It  involves  a  point  of  mili- 
tary  science.  It  turns  altogether  upon  inquiries 
with  which  it  is  their  business  to  be  conversant; 
upon  which  they  are  competent  lo  judge;  upon 
which  their  determinations  are  necessarily  quite 
authoritative.  And  I  do  but  repeal— what  every 
Senator  perfectly  well  knows — when  I  sajr  that,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  entire  military  profeission  of  the 
coudtry^  this  range  of  land  has  no  military  import- 
ance or  use  whatsoever.  Neither  GK>vernmeni 
would  fortify  it  in  time  of  peace.  No  troops  would 
be  marched  across  it  in  time  of  war.  The  title  to 
ir,  therefore,  and  the  possession  of  it,  in  time  of 
peace,  are  objects  of  not  the  slightest  value  to  either 
party. 

But  let  me  open  this  plain  matter  a  little  more 
largely.  It  is  known  to  you,  sir,  that,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1838,  a  military  reconnoissance  of  the  fron- 
tier of  Maine  was  made  by  General  Wool,  and  by 
Major  Ghraham,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  ea- 
gineerp.  The  results  of  it  are  contained  in  reports 
nude  in  December  of  the  same  year  to  the  Senate, 
and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Senators.  In  1840, 
a  board  of  officers  were  assembled  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  directed,  after  full  and  careful  exam- 
ination of  the  sutagect,  lo  pre^nt  a  connected  plan 
of  defence  for  the  maritime  and  Inland  frontiers  of 
the  United  Skates.  You  have  their  report  also,  em- 
bodying such  a  plan.  In  addition  to  this,  a  board 
of  eomm&sioners,  consisting  of  three  officers  of 
much  distinction,  (Messrs.  Graham,  Talcott,  and 
Renwick,^  nndelr  the  direction  of  Major  Oraham, 
in  1840,  ls41,  and  I84d,  made  a  complete  survey  of 
the  territory  in  dispute,  one  of  the  nmits  of  which 
is  the  new  and  beautiful  map  which  I  have  by  me, 
and  i^hieh  i  invite  Senators  to  examine.  In  all 
these  ways  there  has  been  collected  a  body  of  mili- 
tary opinion  on  this  subject,  which  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired. 

And  this  opinion  is  decided  and  uniform.  A 
glanet  at  the  map  at  once  explains  and  confirms  it. 
There  are  two  paths,  and  two  only,  communicatiug 
between  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
valleys  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Bay  of  Pnndy,  on  the  other.  One  of 
these  is  the  old  road,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  up  the 
Chaudiere,  to  the  waters  of  the  Kennebec;  atid 
thence  to  the  beautiful  and  peopled  valley  of  that 
river,  and  to  that  of  the  Penobscot,  the  track  of  the 
memorable  march  of  Arnold  and  Montgomery. 
411  this  voAd  is  many  miles  west  of  the  point  where 


the  line  of  the  Dutch  award  and  the  line  of  this 
treaty  begin  again  to  coincide;  and,  so  far  as  this 
road  is  concerned,  the  possession  and  title  of  the 
strip  of  land  under  consideration  are  confessedlv  of 
no  importance.  The  other  is  the  English  road  up 
the  St.  John,  and  across,  north  of  the  line  settled 
by  the  Dutch  award  and  by  this  treaty,  to  (be  St. 
Lawrence,  and  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Gtuebec. 
The  space  between  these  paths,  of  which  this  strip 
of  land  is  part^  is  one  great  trackless  wilderness. 
No  army,  coming  from  Canada,  or  invading  Can- 
ada, would  set  foot  on  it.  Whv  should  an  Elnglish 
General,  deserting  the  old  and  open  road— by  the 
Chaudiere,  for  example,  which  leads  at  once  to  the 
hei^  of  Maine— march  across  these  highlands; 
plaS  their  inaccessible  crest  and  fliithless  morasses 
behind  him,  lo  cut  ofi*  his  own  retreat,  if  retreat 
became  necessary;  enter  a  vast  forest,  offering  him 
not  one  inch  of  road,  nor  one  single  article  of  sup- 
ply, nor  one  single  friendly  guide — all  on  fire  with 
the  blaze  of  the  masketry  of  the  militia  of  Maine,  to 
arrive  at  last,  if  he  lived  to  get  through — wnohere! 
upon  a  poor,  extended,  and  soarcelv  inhabited  fron- 
tier, where  he  could  win  neither  booty  nor  ho^orl 
Why,  it  would  be  the  Alps  without  Italy !  The  ab- 
suraity  of  such  a  thing  is^inconcwable.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  you  were  aiming  a  blow  at  Glue- 
bee,  would  you  seek  the  St.  Lawrence  across  this 
pathless  wild  at  a  point  below  Cluebecl  No,  sin 
If  you  felt  yourselves  strong  enough  for  such 
achrevement,  you  would  march  at  once  upon  one 
or  the  other  of  the  old  roads  of  war—up  the  Chau- 
diere, in  the  footsteps  of  Mongomenr;  or  across  the 
Cham  plain,  furrowed  by  the  keels  of  invading  fleets 
before. 

On  this  point  the  judgments  of  military  men,  as 
I  have  said,  are  unanimous.  Gen.  Wool,  in  one 
of  the  reports  to  which  I  hare  alluded,  after  rec- 
ommending a  fortification  on  the  road  of  the 
Chaudiere,  observes: 

"This  position  is  a  commanding  one,  and  would 
be  highly  important  if.  by  any  circumstance,  Eng- 
land should  be  induced  to  invade  Maine  from  the 
direction  of  Q,uebec  or  Lower  Canada.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  only  route  by  which  a  military  force 
would  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country  from  Low- 
er Canada.  Any  other  route  would  be  attended 
with  almost  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  which 
could  not  fail  to  retard  the  advance  of  an  army. 
On  either  side  of  the  Canada  road,  for  nearly  or 
quite  forty  miles  south  of  the  line,  the  couiKry  is  un- 
settled, and  covered  with  a  dense^  forest,  tn rough 
which  roads  must  be  cut  and  made,  streams  bridged, 
and  boats  built,  and  whera  neither  forage,  provis- 
ions, nor  any  other  supplies  could  be  obtained.  If 
England,  however,  snould  make  war  upon  the 
United  States,— in  order  to  secure  the  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory  in  question,  she  would  not 
waste  ner  resources  by  contending  for  it  in  the 
wilds  or  dense  forests  of  Maine.  Having  an  army 
and  a  nav^  at  her  disposal,  .she  would  endeavor 
to  compel  the  United  States  to  a  cession  of  it  by 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce,  navy  depots,  com- 
mercial cities,  ap^frontier  towns.  These,  with 
the  present  disposmon  of  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  country,  constitute  our  vulnerable 
points,  and  of  which  England  would  not  fail  to  take 
advantage.  She  would  neither  send  her  armies 
into  our  forests,  nor  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
flrom  whence  it  is  not  probable  they  would  return." 

Such  I  know  to  be  Major  Graham'^  opinion 
upon  a  still  more  thdroc^n  study  ot  the  smect^ 
Such  I  believe  to  be  the  opinion  of  every  military 
man  in  the  United  Stales. 

If  we  had  this  scrip  of  mountain  and  bog  for  a 
thousand  years  of  peace  or  war,  we  should  never 
fortify  it,  or  any  |irt  of  it.  In  another  of  the  re- 
.ports  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  board  amiointed 
to  report  a  plan  of  defence  for  (his  very  frontier 
say: 

*'It  is  altogether  inland  until  it  reaches  the  St. 
Croix,  where  the  principles  that  have  been  applied 
to  other  portions  of  the  frontier  similarly  situated 
will  again  become  applicable.  Running  on  a  par- 
allel of  latitude  to  the  Connecticut  river,  and 
thence  along  a  chain  of  highlands,  not  yet  clearly 
defined,  to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
board  are  not  aware  that  there  are  any  points  im- 
mediately on  the  frontier  sufficiently  commanding, 
of  themselves,  to  call  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  fortifications,  or  works  of  defence. 

*^hoold  it  ever  become  necessary  to  sustain,  by 
force,  our  title  to  the  territory  now  in  dispute,  u 
must  be  done  not  b^  isolated  fortsalon;^  the  frontier, 


commanding,  probaWy,  nothing  htjintl  the-jtfft 
ol  their  own  guns."  '       - ' 

The  good  sense  of  this  opinion  is  too  e^^jons  to 
need  enforcement.  If  no  army  is  to  clotti  tH6  sec- 
tion of  the  line,  why  fortify  itl  If  aa  tLft^ttisst 
to  cross  it,  what  would  one  fort  availl  Woold  jus 
build,  then,  a  chain  of  forts,  one  hundred  and  lea 
miles  longi  A  hundred  and  ten  dogs^  baying  tte 
moon,  would  be  more  sensibly  oecnpted.  tint  if 
you  would  not  fortify  this  wilderness  (as  joakaov 
you  would  not)  in  lime  of  peace,  why  deuxa  to  aai 
it  in  time  of  peacel  If,  as  a  phyScal  tamer  «f 
impediments  and  defiAice,  it  has  any  valuf,  ii  hu 
it  whoever  is  the  owner.  If.  in  time  of  war.  yn 
have  occasion  to  strengthen  toe  barriers,  acBd  the 
militia  of  Maine  to  guard  it.  That  ihejr  caado, 
and  will  do,  whether  the  line  of  treaty  ran  aloag 
the  cresty  or  ten  miles  east  or  west  of  it 

I  submit,  then,  sir,  that  the  concessicm  of  this 
narrow  range  to  England,  beyond  the  l^e  of  t&e 
King  of  the  Netherlands'  award,  is  a  totally  uann- 
portant  one.  I  apprehend  that,  if  her  negoiiatar  or 
Qovernment  ascribed  any  importance  to  it,  |i  arose 
fVom  certain  European  ideas,  which  more  knowl- 
edge of  the  tacts -would  have  uujght  them  wtre 
w&lly  inapplicable.  They  seem  to  have  imagibell 
that  we  snould  occupy  and  cultivate  up  to  the 
very  summit  Of  the  b^hland,  and  they  haa  a^rtid 
of  this  proximity,  we,  who  know  that  hoiitta 
life  cannot  be  maintained  there,  and  that  it  is  dooiB- 
ed  forever  to  be  a  desert,  may  well  pundtase^ 
spacious  thoroughfare  of  the  St.  John,  and  tike  key 
to  Burlington,  to  Albany,  and  New  York,  at  sach  a 
price  at  this. 

Pass  now,  Mr.  President,  towards  the  other  cod 
of  the  line  of  boundarv  established  by  the  treaty. 
You  are  now  west  of  Lake  Superior,  and  are  ^ 
advancing  westward,  from  its  vast  expanse  of  crys- 
tal waters,  along  barrow  lakes  and  rapid  rivers,  and 
over  portages,  towards  the  Rainy  Lake  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  And  here  the  honorable 
Senator  arraigns  the  treaty  in  two  distinct  partjcu- 
lars.  I  proppse  to  subject  each  of  them  to  a  dis- 
tinct examination.  In  the  first  place,  he  says  thai 
it  deserts  and  abandons  the  true  line  of  boandary 
established  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  establiahesa 
new  one  further  south .  To  understand  this,  I  nnst 
turn  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to  a  map  of  the  couft- 
try.  The  second  article  of  that  treaty  then  declares 
that  the  boundary  line  firom  Lake  Superior  westwaid, 
shall  beginat  the  Long  Lake  on  Lake  Superior,  aad 
shall  run  thence,  "through  the  middle  of  said  iitnc 
Lake  and  the  water  conununication  between  in 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods."  Now,  the  esituary  of  what  on  oor  mafs 
is  ciilled  Pigeon  river  is  admitted  by  the  Senator 
to  be  the  Long  Lake  of  the  treaty  of  178$,  He 
admits,  therefore,  that  the  line  is  to  leave  Lake 
Superior  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  and  to 
ascend  through  the  middle  of  that  river.  And  so  it 
does.  But  the  difficulty  is,  that,  after  advandfif 
some  miles  westward  of  Lake  Superior,  you  im 
two  distinct  "water  communications,"  both  extend- 
ing westward,  but  one  of  them  turning  northwest- 
erly,  the  other  more  southwe:>ierly,  diverging  to  ^ 
ver^  considerable  distance  apan,  and  not  nniiifi^ 
again  until  yon  arriue  at  Lake  La  Croix.  TW 
enclose  between  them  an  unhappy  waste  of  root 
and  water,  called  Himter's  Island.  They  aremwh 
alike  in  their  general  character,  being  both  of  thfia 
a  line  of  narrow  lakes  and  streams,  caiaraetsand 
rapids  almost  without  number,  which  areovereoBW 
by  as  many  portages.  Now,  the  treaty  ofWaih- 
ington,  afler  arriving  at  the  point  of  divezsoice, 
a&pts  the  southern  water  eommonication;  sad 
draws  the  line  along  that,  till  itagain  arrives  at  the 
point  of  union.  The  ^  honorable  Senator  alleges 
that  the  northern  is  the  water  communication  in- 
tended by  the  treatv  of  1783,  and  that  thenew  trea^, 
of  course,  surrenders  the  true  line. 

Well  now,  sir,  how  will  you  determine  ^hich 
of  the  two  is  the  water  communication  meant  hf 
the  treaty  of  17831  That  treaty  draws  the  lilt 
"along  the  water  communication.*'  But  here  are 
two.    Which  is  the  right  onel 

I  should  have  supposed,  in  the  first  place,  tint 
if,  in  1783,  one  of  these  routes  was  in  actual  use  as 
a  mode  of  water  communication,  and  the  other 
was  not,  the  one  in  use  was  the  one  intended. 
The  language  looks,  or  seems  to  look,  towardstk 
fact  of  actual  travel.  It  seems  to  designate  not sq 
much  a  geographical  locality  as  a  human  use.  i 
is  not  land  and  water,  but  communicaUtms  that  par* 
ticnlar  line  of  fend  and  water  over  which  cob> 
monication  i$  takio|;  place*    4^  ^  t|i^  \109me 
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ble  Beoalor  nould  smm  to  have  at  first  nndersload 
it;  for,  io  bis  $[tnch  delivered  lq  exccuiivs  ses- 
■100  ^AJDEt  Ibe  litAif,  be  de.'cribes  tbis  uuribein 
route  M  "a  coininiiniGatioD  which  iheladiaDshul 
fblloved  be/ond  the  reach  of  traditiuu,  which  was 
the  b%bVB.y  of  uations,  which  all  trsveliers  and 
tradtn  have  fallowed  sioce  its  existence  became 
knowu  to  our  fim  discoverers." 
AmmiiiK,  then,  for  the  first  ti 


Di'ia 


le  the  book, 


wuueDiie  meant  by  the  treaty,— which  l__    

Qsel    This  is  a  quesiioD   of  fact.    It  depends  on 
Quyraefs.    Whalsaylhe;^  . 

Id  the  first  place,  the  honorable  Senalor  produces 
not  one  litile  of  evi'lence  to  show  that  hisDortbeni 
Toau  from  the  oiouib  of  Pigeon  rive 
Daedal  alt.  Nane,DODe.  Let  him  nai 
their&veller,  the  tradition,  wbicbfaya 
hu  not^  he  i»iuioi.  And  now,  wben  you  con- 
sider with  how  pricioiu  halted  he  hates  the  treaty, 
his  habits  of  lalrarious  research,  bin  eiteueive  and 
minate  acquainuuice  wiib  the  whole  subject,  and 
his  ample  means  in  his  own  library  aod  maps, 
■ndtboseof  Congress,  of  arriving  at  Ihe  truth — this 
noQ-prodactioa  of  evidence  must  be  held  c«icta- 
live  agai^  his  ^ition.  If  it  bad  eirned,  we 
ihould  have  had  it.  The  crystal  waves  of  Lake 
Superior  would  have  given  up  ihe  dead  to  testily 
iflAey  bad  knowolhe  lacl.  But  1  am  able  to  pot 
this  matler  a(  leal  forever.  Sir,  il  is  susceplible 
of  the  most  ample  and  mo.^1  precise  demonsira- 
tton — first,  thai,  while  E'rarice  possessed  the  Cana- 
das,  her  traders  did  not  ascend  from  the  mouth  of 
Pigieon  river,  and  pursue  either  oftbese  rouiet^  but 
sei  out  from  the  river  Eamanastitiuia,  forty  or 
fifty  miles  northeast  of  Pieeon  river,  «n  Lake  Sn- 
pcrior,  and  thence  proceeded  westwardiy:  second, 
Ibat,  aller  the  conquei^  of  Canada,  ibe  English 
traders  universally  ascended  from  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  and  Ihroush  il,  or  rather  throngh 
Ihe  portage  a  Utile  south  of  it;  thence  up'and  along 
Ibe  souihernmost  of  these  routes,  (never  along  the 
Donhemmost;)  and  conlinued  to  d<i  so  from  1760 
down  to  1803. 

In  1783,  tbcrefore,  the  norihem  route  was  nol 
used,  and  never  had  been;  while  ihe  southern  bad 
been  used  from  the  moment  ibe  English  knew  any- 
thing of  the  country  at  all.  The  only  water  com- 
mnaicalion  of  these  iwo,  ever  used  by  a  hamao 
being,  was  the  (aie  adopted  by  this  treaty.  1 
shall  do  no  more,  sir,  ihan  to  refer  t«  the  sources 
lA  ptooL  They  are  amplej  ibey  are  direct;  Ihey 
are  wholly  uncontradicted.  1  find  the  evidence, 
then,  first,  io  the  executive  document  No.  4&I,  3d 
session  of  Ihe  35th  Congress,  containing  the  pro- 
eeedingsof  the  commissioners  appointed  tinder  ibe 
Tib  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  to  determine  Ihe 
boundaries  of  Ibe  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America.  Yon  know  the 
'  history  and  the  value  of  this  document,  Messrs. 
Porter  and  Barclay  were  commissioners  appointed 
by  thetwo  Ooveramenls,  lespectively,  tinder  the 
6ih  e&d  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Qheul.  They 
were  lo  fii  the  boundary  from  the  foot  of 
Ncehish  Rapids  lo  the  norlhweslercmost  point  of 
the  Lake  of  Ihe  Woods.  General  Porter  was  the 
American  eontmissiuner,  Mr.  Barclay  the  ^^lish. 
Tbey  were  employed  in  this  service  for  a  longtime. 
They  agreed  to  some  exieul,  and  lo  some  extent 
Ibey  differed.  The  line  westward  from  Lske 
Snperior  to  the  Rainy  Lake  ibey  were  unable  to 
agree  oo,  and  leA  it  andcrmined.  The  document 
to  which  I  am  about  to  refer,  contains  a  complete 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commisaionera, 
with  a  ^reat  body  of  evidence  relied  upon  by 
ooe  or  Ihe  other,  or  both.  In  support  of  their  views 
respectively.  Mr.  Forsyih,  the  Secretary  of  Siaie, 
in  bis  communicalioD  transmitting  it  lo  CongresSj 
declares  "thai  it  is  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject on  the  files  of  the  department." 

Looking  into  this  authentic  collection  of  evi- 
dence, then,  I  refer  first  to  the  testimony  of  Wil- 
liam McQilUvray,  Who  he  was,  General  Porter 
infuiDis  you  on  page  23  of  this  document.'  He 
*scribes  him  as  a  "very  respectable  and  iulelli- 
geni  British  snUed,  paniculaily  and  personally 
conversaBt  with  the  geography  of  Ihe  interior,  and 
(>lihe  time  of  writing  the  above-mentioned  letters 
was.  probably,)  the  best  living  aulboriiy  on  this  sub- 
ject,'' Now,  what  does  he  testify  upon  the  subjecl 
of  Ihe  uses  of  these  two  routesl  On  page  122  he 
particularly  traces  out  the  soot  hem  route  from  ibe 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  or  rather  the  poriage  a 
liUle  south  ot  it;  and  theit  adds:  "By  this  route, 
•ad  iJiis  route  only,  was  (be  iratle  lo  (be  upriliwest 


eoonlry  oarried  on  by  the  French,  while  in  poe- 
sestion  of  Canada,  and  from  Ihe  eonquesl  until  the 
year  1803  by  the  -English  traders." 

In  tbe  neit  place,  Bir  Alexander  Uackenzie, 
in  hiaaccounto!  ihe  fnr-Irade  prefixed  to  his  Trav- 
els.dcscribes  thissttoihem  rooteasthe  established 
and  only  track  of  the  English  traders  and  trav- 
elleiT.  He  traces  their  journey  step  by  step,  from 
Montteel  to  Lake  Snperior,  and  from  LakeSti- 
perior  to  ihe  Rainy  Lake,  ^  the  precise  course 

Eursued  by  this  treaty;  and  declareu  that  it  had 
ECU  the  settled  line  of  communieatioD  from  a 
very  short  period  after  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
1  invite  thfi  honorable  Senator,  as  I  read  Ihis  wri- 
ter's enumeration  of  the  lakes  aloagwhich  the  flir- 
irade  is  described  as  travelling,  lobllow  me  upon 
the  map,  and  soy  whether  they  ate  not  the  lakes 
comprising  the  southern  line  of  communication, 
There  is,  of  cDnrse,no  qneaion'sbout  it. 

Inthe  nextplice,  (employ  Ihe  tesiimonyof  Mr. 
DelsGeld,  who  was  Ihe  agent  of  tbe  American 
commiauoner,  Oeneul  Porter,  during  the  sittings 
of  Ihe  cotDmnsioD  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and 
who  coDlribaicd,  I  perceive,  an  able  argument  in 
support  of  some  part  of  tbe  American  claim,  1 
find  him  on  pages  &  and  3G  of  the  docnment  to 
which  I  have  before  referred,  describing  ihls 
Konihem  commnnicaiton  at  "the  old  track  of  the 
traders,"  as  "the  kiiowii'ronte,''as  "one  well-known 
and  conlinnomchainof  waters."  Tbisgentleman 
assisted  in  sarveying  il  thrice,  and  in  making  a 

To  this  I  add  Ihe  statement  of  Mr.  EVigason, 
f  ho  was  tbe  principal  American  surveyor  aitend- 
iDg  thai  commission — a  gentleman  of  great  lalenl 
and  scienca,  now  employed  upon  the  coesl  sur- 
vey. In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Waster  of  July  25, 
1843,  (which  is  am<mg  the  papers  accompanying 
Ihe  iieaty,)  he  speaks  of  Ihe  treaty  asporsntng, 
geoerally,  ihe  "old  commercial  ronic,"  And  m 
one  addressed  lo  me,  and  which  1  hold  in  my 
hand, dated Jannarv  19,  ]843,heasesihese words: 
"The  roole  now  described  as  Ibe  boundary  wa*! 
the  one  tised  always  by  tbe  British  far  traders, 
whenlhev  were  in  poasessjon  of  the  country  inclu- 
ding boih." 

I  present  to  the  Senate,  then,  sir,  Ihe  leslimony 
of  Mr.  McQiUivray,  whom  our  disiingniahed  and 
able  commissioner,  Oeneral  Porter,  declares  lo 
be  "r^peciable,  intelligent,  and  the  best  living  wit- 
ness on  tbe  subject" — of  Sir  Alexander  Macken- 
zie, relating  faciB,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  which 
was  known  to  all  British  Amenra,  and  wiihonl 
a  motive  to  relate  nntrnly — and  of  Mr,  Delaflflld, 
our  own  agent,  and  Mr.  Fargivon,  our  own  sur- 
veyor on  the  commission;  who  all  concur  in  de- 
claring, for  substance,  thai,  from  the  conquest  of 
Canadu  by  England— that  is,  formoreihan  twenty 
years  befoie  the  treaty  uf  ITES — Ibe  only  communi- 
cation from  L«ke  Supeiior  westward  was  exactly 
thissoDthern  commnnication  adopted  by  the  treaty 
of  1843,  and  ihat  il  continued  Ihe  only  one  down  lo 
1803.  And  against  this  accumulation  of  proof,  the 
honorable  Senator  has  never  prodaeed  a  particle 
of  cuntradlclory  proof. 

If,  then,  sir,  when  the  treaty  of  1783  runs  tbe 
line  throngh  "Ihi  lao/ar  eomm/i'iicatim"  tram  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  it  means  Ihat  one  water 
commnnication  thee  extsu'ng  and  need,  and  which 
had  existed  and  been  ased  ever  since  England  hod 
owned  the  country:  if  it  means  Ihe  only  one  which, 
from  Ibe  month  of  FigeMi  river,  bad  ever  ba»en 
used,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  by  a  human  being— 
then  it  means  the  one  adopted  by  the  treaty  of 
1813.    On  this  point  there  is  no  room  for  doaM  or 

S.  But  suppose  it  be  said  that  Ibe  treaty  of  1783 
means  the  hisl  water  commnnication — that  having 
the  most  continuous  line  of  deep  water,  the  fewen 
calarRclSj  the  fewest  rapids:  Ike  most  pracllcabla 
and  navigable  line* 

Well,  sir,  even  so:  the  houorable  Senator  ^ffent 
no  evidence  at  all  that  the  northern  route  Is  besL 
None,  Be  assails  the  treaty.  He  assails  tbe  ma- 
king ind  the  raiifyiag.  He  assumes  the  harden  of 
proof,  snd  he  offers  not  a  particle  of  evidence,  good 

B^   look  to  the  proof  oa  the  other  side.    In  the 

fir^U'l  (je,  is  It  nW  an  irresistible  inference  from 

'  lb.     p,,|,gt  ibesoulbem  route  alone  was  used,  that 

If  the  northern  was  the  easiest, 

rlesl,  is  it  not  ioconcivabk  ihat 

itor  English,  nn*  Canadian  enter- 

inerriAS  instincts  tuid  imtsemoriai 

ledrtcc,  ev«  fcuid  \\  owl  Why, 


sir,  tbe  diAerence  of  on*  cataract  or  one  carryinf- 
place  in  its  favor,  would  have  drawn  lo  it,  with  on- 
tailing  certainty,  ibe  universal  travel  of  all  the 

hunters  and  traaers  of  all  Ibese  races. 

But  again,  sir.  Mr.  Barclay,  Ihe  British  com* 
missioner,  on  page  93  of  Ibe  document  1  have  wed 
■omucB,  employs  this  language; 

"The  course  described  by  the  undersigned  is, 
IbroQgboui,  the  oh]  commercial  route,  and  tbe  route 
invariably  osed  by  tbe  traders,  who  enter  or  teium 
by  the  Grand  Portage  and  Pigeon  river.    But  the 


Audagam: 

"In  fact,  it  is  too  notorious  to  require  proof, 
among  persons  in  the  least  acquainted  with  these 
waters,  that  neitber  tbe  Arrow  river  nor  tbe  Stur- 
geon liver  is  an  accustomed  route:  the  reason  ait- 
idgned  is,  thai  they  are  both  mure  oevious,  snd 
both  attended  with  grealer  obstacles,  than  is  the 


I  know  he  is  Ibe  English  commissioner,  but  I 
also  know  that  neilher  our  own  commissioner,  nor 
anybody  else,  anywhere,  intimates  one  word  tu  iha 

3.  Uprai  Ibis  poinl,  however,  tbe  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ferguson  is  the  most  satisfactory.  In  bis  let- 
ter lo  me,  from  which  1  have  already  read  an  ex- 

"Sd,  Tbe  portages  on  the  soDibem  route  are 
shorter  (in  tnis  I  depend  entirely  ou  my  recollec- 
tion) than  those  on  the  norihem. 

"3d.  On  tbe  northern  route  ihere  are  several  cml- 
aracts,  or  falls,  varying  in  height  from  90  lo  60  feel 
^rendering,  nir  commercial  purposes,  Ihe  naviga- 
tion more  uncertain  and  dangerous. 

"4th.  There  is  no  [jncElion  but  that  the  route  aa 
designated  in  the  treaty  of  1843,  was  intended  by 
Ike  treaty  of  1783-~ihe  ignorance  of  the  geography 
of  the  country  only  producing  Ihe  ambiguities." 

In  another  letter,  also  addressed  to  me,'  under 
dale  of  JanuaiT  31,  1843,  he  favors  me  with  a  list 
of  the  falls  and  rapidi  in  the  route  north  of  Hon* 
ler's  island,  and  between  the  points  where  il  de- 
parts bom  and  unites  lo  Ibe  seulhem  route.  He 
makes,  in  all,  between  lbi«e  poinLi,  abonl  forty 
falls  and  rapids,  from  two  feel  to  thirty-five  feet; 
and  says  that  some  of  them  are  "especially  dan- 
gerous." The  name  of  the  Riviere  Maligna- 
which  forms  pan  of  this  delightfol  nonhem  cotn- 
munication — be  adds,  indicates  its  cbaracier.  Yon 
see,  Ihen,  sir,  thai  lorty  portages,  at  least,  are  re-. 


impraciicabiliiies  of  this 
unheard-of  snd  nniravelled  peib;  while  nobody 
pretends  that  you  find  Ihat^mher  nptai  the  line  oif 
this  treaty, 

I  undeiGiand  the  honorable  Senator  lo  have  inti- 
mated that  there  is  still  another  criterion  lo  deter- 
mine the  "water  communication"  intended  by  Ihe 
ireaiy  of  1763.  He  says  il  may  mean  thai  one 
aong  which  yon  find  themoei  continuous  line  of 
water  of  some  sort— deep  or  shallow,  rapid  orqniel, 
straight  or  crooked — ibe  fewest  places  where  the 
water  is  completely  severed  and  tnternipted  by  dry 
land.  Even  so,  sir,  the  honorable  Senstor  bas  not 
proved,  or  songot  lo  prove,  thai  the  nonbern  bas  an 
advantage  over  the  southern.  If  he  ciies  Macken- 
zie for  the  purpose,  I  can  only  say  ibai  I  am  not 
aware,  aller  a  recent  and  diligent  reading  of  his 
book,  of  one  word  in  it,  from  beginning  to  end, 
which  has  tbe  least  application  lo  such  a  que!4ion. 
'The  honorable  Senator  then  relies  al  last,  and  he 
relies  exclusively,  on  two  maw  of  our  countryman. 
Tanner;  one  published  in  IB^  I  believe,  and  the 
other  in  1841,or  1840or'49,  These  maps  patrioti- 
cally and  intrepidly  draw  tbe  line  of  boundary 
north  of  Unnler's  island.  But  surely,  surely  we 
must  admh  that,  as  nidnct  on  tbe  matters  offset 
upon  which  Ihe  inlerpretaiion  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
depends,  this  amounts  to  nolbinK.  The  truth  is, 
Ihat  tbe  qnestiMi  of  this  debate,  which  water  com- 


int  by  thetr.  ... 

exactly  where  it  was  in  1783.  Nothing  has  been 
said  or  done  t^  eltber  QovemmeDt  to  aid  In  de- 
termining il.  No  line  bas  been  runout— no mon- 
nmenl  erected — tto  possesnion  taken  and  main- 
tained, and  acquiesced  in,  which  changes  the  as- 
pect of  tbe  eas*  in  the  slightest  degree;^nolhlng 
which  helps  to  construe  Ibe  treaty  of  1783,  and  to 
apply  il  lo  the  groandi  ur  which  suprrvedes  the 
Dccessjtf  of  coutniiii^  and  Appl^iog  it  exactly  u 
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if  it  were  made  twelve  months  ago.  It  is  alto- 
gether an  open  question.  It  w^s  so,  I  should 
rather  say,  up  to  the  time  when  the  treaty  of 
Washington  was  concluded.  To  determine  it, 
there  is  no  other  mode  than  to  go  oat  with  the 
writing  itself  upon  the  desert  localities;  ^ascertain 
their  character;  see  what  had  been  the  direction 
of  the  hunter's  path  across  them;  and  thus,  by  an 
application  of  the  treaty  to  its  subject,  deduce  its 
meaning.  Of  course,  then,  a  map  made  in  either 
country,  in  1838  or  1840,  affords  no  useful  evi- 
dence of  anything  material  to  the  investigation. 
1  cannot  collect  troni  this  splendid  one  of  Tan- 
ner, suspended  to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  whether 
he  supposed  the  northern  route  was  the  one  used 
in  1783;  or  whether  be  supposed  it  was  the  best 
one;  or  what  he  knew,  or  nowhe  knew  anything, 
one  way  or  the  other,  upon  these  matters  of  fact. 
Yet,  upon  those  matters  of  fact  depends  the  whole 
qaesrion  at  this  day.  Of  what  value,  then,  is  the 
evidenced  No  doubt,  since  the  conunission  of 
Messrs.  Porter  and  Barclay  at  least,  the  exist- 
ence of  the'  two  water  communications  has  been 
known;  no  doubt,  since  that  time,  it  has  been 
known  that  there  was  or  might  grow  up  a  con- 
troversy about  them;  and,  no  doubt,  a  patriotic 
American  geographer' very  judiciously  and  very 
naturally  decided  the  controversy  in  advance  in 
favor  or  his  patrons  and  his  country.  I  approve 
bis  patriotism,  and  distrust  his  niap. 

The  honorable  Senator  interrupts  me  to  say  that 
he  has  forty  other  maps  which  draw  ibe  same  line 
north  of  Hunter's  island.  Sir,  if  he  means  (as  I 
take  it  for  granted  he  means)  those  little  plates 
whieh  are  appended  to  the  document  to  which  I 
have  so  oAen  referred,  I  beg  to  say  that,  valueless 
for  many  reasons,  they  must  be  admitted  by  him- 
self to  be  so,  for  this  conclusive  reason:  that  they 
all  of  them  lay  down  the  Long  Lake  not  at  the  mouth 
of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  Senator  agrees  that  it 
is,  but  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  northeast  It  is 
for  this  that  Mr.  Delafield  cites  and  argues  from 
them.  They  come  into  court,  then,  each  and  all, 
with  an  acknowledged  and  enormous  falsehood 
upon  their  fronts,  and  are  utterly  discredited  ac- 
cordingly. 

Since,  sir,  however,  the  honorable  Senator  has 
cited  a  map  of  1838,  and  one  of  1840,  and  has 
made  allusion  (if  I  have  rightly  understood  him)  to 
other  and  earlier  maps,  whose  palpable  and'admit- 
ted  errors  unerly  annihilate  their  testimony,  I  will 
take  leave  to  caU  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  one 
of  a  very  different  character.  1  have  here  an  ori- 
ginal Mitchell's  map.  This  map,  the  Senate  know, 
the  commissioners  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of 
1783  had  before  them  during  the  negotiation.  I  do 
not  mean,  of  course,  that  they  had  this  identical 
maprbutone  of  the  same  impression,  and  exactly 
like  it.  And,  sir,  without  wishing  to  press  any  in- 
ference from  it  too  far,  T  cannot  but  think  that  it 
proves  that  the  geographer  intended  to  lay  down 
one  water  communication  from  the  mouth  of  what 
we  now  call  Pigeon  river,  westward;  and  to  lay 
down  that  one  which  rcfns  south  of  Hunter's  isl- 
and. Senators  may  see  here,  first,  that  this  map 
places  Long  Lake  aithe  mouth  of  Pigeon  river;  in 
truth,  it  is  this  fact  which  induced  our  commissioner, 
Gten  Porter,  to  believe  that  the  estuary  of  Pigeon 
river  is  the  Long  Lake  Of  the  treaty  ot  1783;  sec- 
ond, from  this  point,  (which  we  now  agree  to  call 
Pigeon  Tiver,)  It  extends  one  water  communication, 
and  one  only,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  third,  and 
the  course  of  this  communication  quite  strikingly 
resembles  the  water  communication  from  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  south  of  Hunter's  island,  on 
our  new  maps,  which  is  adopted  by  the  reeent  trea- 
ty; that  i«,  afler  advancing  some  distance  west- 
ward from  Lake  Superior,  it  inclines  south,  and 
then  turns  northwesterly,  somewhat  remarkably, 
like  the  souil;iem  and  western  boundary  of  Hunt- 
er's island. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  resemblance  exfets,  (of  which 
Senators  will  judge,)  it  affords  some  presumption 
that  the  geographer  intended  to  lay  down  the  south- 
em  of  the  two  lines  of  communication,  and  that  be 
was  ignorant  of,  or  disregarded,  the  northern.  If 
so,  there  is  srround  of  presumption,  too,  that  the 
fraroers  of  the  treaty  of  1783  meant  to  designate 
and  adopt  the  same  line  of  communication.  You 
admit  that  they  place  Lon^  Lake  at  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  because  you  find  that  the  map  which 
they  had  tefore  them  does  so;  why,  then,  do  they 
not  mean  to  designate  ibe  only  line  from  Long 
Lake  which  the  same  map  depicted,  and  of  whose 
Mktencc  itm^de  any  recog;nilion1 


But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  upon  these  or  upon 
any  maps  that  I  rest  the  question.  The  Senator 
assumes  the  burden  of  showing  that  the  line  of  the 
treaty  of  1783  is  the  northern  ofthe  two  which  we 
have  been  comparing.  I  controvert  his  position, 
and  appeal  to  tne  proofs.  And,  upon  these  proo&, 
I  submit  that  it  is  perfectly  clear  tnat  the  southern 
was  the  only  one  which,  in  1783,  had  been  ever 
tised,  and  that  it  was  the  best  of  the  two.  1  submit, 
further,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  existence 
of  the  northern  was  at  that  time  known  or  suspect- 
ed; and  there  is  no  evidenee  that^  npOn  any  crite- 
rion whatever  for  determining  which  the  treaty  of 
1783  intended,  however  capricious  or  however  fa- 
vorftble  to  the  position  ofthe  honorable  Senator,  the 
northern  presents  the  slightestgronnd  of  preference 
over  the  other. 

I  deny,  then,  that  the  treaty  has  made  the  change 
of  a  hair's  breadth  in  the  line  beyond  Lake  Supe- 
rior. It  has  sought  for  the  line  of  1783,  and  has 
found  It.  Not  an  acre  of  that  "wide  waste  of  rock 
and  water;"  not  a  mile  ofthe  old  fur-hunter's  path; 
not  a  cataract;  not  a  portage,  intended  for  you  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  is  given  away,  with  or  without 
compensation.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  certain  that  a 
claim  to  four  millions  of  acres  south  of  the  line 
now  finally  established,  on  which  England  has 
steadily  insisted^  is  surrendered  forever. 

The  other  objection  of  the-honorable  Senator  to 
that  part  of  the  treaty  which  applies  to  the  coun- 
try west  of  Superior,  is  totally  a  distinct  objecti^ 
requiring  to  be  distinctly  examined.  It  is  this:  that 
even  if  the  line  of  boundary  is  rightly  drawn,  and 
in  those  places  where  it  is  confessedly  rightly 
drawn,  the  treaty  admits  the  subjects  of  Qre^ 
Britain  to  a  use  m  common  with  our  own  citizens, 
of  all  the  customary  portages  along  the  line;  and, 
among  these,  of  the  Qrana  Portage,  a  few  miles 
south  of  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  nver.  And  this 
objection,  sir,  is  true  in  point  of  fact  The  second 
article  of  the  treaty  draws  a  line  of  boundary 
through  the  middle  of  Pigeon  river,  thence  through 
the  middle  of  the  entire  succession  of  water  com- 
munications south  of  Hunter's  island,  and  so  to 
the  Rainy  Lake;  and  then  concludes:  "It  being 
understood  that  all  the  water  communications, 
and  all  the  usual  portages  along  the  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and 
also  Grand  Portage,  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  actually  used, 
shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  both  countries." 

But  while  I  admit  it  to  be  true  in  point  of  fact, 
the  honorable  Senator  must  allow  me  to  say  that  it 
is  totally  undeserving  of  his  notice  as  a  serious 
objection  to  the  treaty.  The  question  of  boundary 
was  wonhy  of  him.  If  he  could  have  established 
that  branch  of  his  arraignment,  it  would  have  been 
a  thing  to  boast  of.  But  this,  sir,  is  certainly  be- 
neath the  Senator's  mark.  And  I  think  I  am  justi- 
fied in  saying  so,  bv  the  course  of  the  Senator  him- 
self. Why,  sir,  when  did  he  first  hold  it  worth  his 
while  to  break  these  butterfly  portages  upon  his 
wheeH  It  is  only  within  the  last  we^-k  or  fortnight, 
according  to  my  recollection,  that  he  ever  alluded 
to  them.  How  strenuously,  and  with  what  ability 
he  fought  the  treaty  in  executive  session,  through 
one  summer's  day  after  another,  we  all  know.  His 
speech  upon  that  occasion  he  has  since  written  out 
and  given  to  the  country.  Here  it  is— twenty-seven 
pages— not  murh  short  of  eighty  columns  of  the 
Congressional  Globe;  the  most  elaborate,  the  most 
minute,  the  most  searching,  the  most  hostile  exam- 
ination, dissection,  and  mastication  of  a  treaty  in 
the  whole  history  of  debate.  Yet,  in  all  that  speech, 
(and  I  have  navigated  its  whole  vast  atlantic,  ana 
sounded  all  its  depths,)  there  is  not  one  word  about 
these  portages-^not  one.  He  enumerates  twelve 
distinct  concessions  which  the  treaty  makes  to 
England.  He  dwellson  theirvalue  and  importance, 
one  by  one,  drop  by  drop.  Nothing  seems  to  es- 
cape him;  yet  a  silence  as  of  Ae  grave  about  all, 
and  all  manner  of  portages,  grand  or  little !  Cer- 
tainly— certainly  this  must  have  been  a  pretty  in- 
considerable ol^ectlon,  when  so  powerful  a  micro- 
scope in  the  hand  of  such  an  operator  did  not  then 
detect  it. 

And  So  it  is,  when  you  come  to  examine  it. 
Why,  sir,  the  treaty  attempts  merely  a  liberal, 
manly,  cifpres  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 
The  framers  of  that  celebrated  arrangement'  de- 
scribe, and  mean  to  divide  and  give  in  equal 
shares,  a  water  communication  from  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  When  the  lo- 
calities com9  to  be  inspected,  it  is  found  that  ^ 


there  is  a  geographical  or  physical  water  line; 
and  that  there  is  a  line  of  actual  travel  whi^ 
must  and  does  depart  frqm  the  other,  here  aad 
there,  by  portages.  A  liberal  approximated  exe- 
cution of  that  treaty  would  seem  to  require  thai 
the  line  of  boundary  should  foUow  the  water 
line;  and  that  the  portages,  inoispensable  to  the 
enjoyment  of  that  line  as  a  mode  of  conummiea- 
tiun,  should  be  shared  in  comnion.  This  is  what 
the  present  treaty  does,  apparently,  with  the  ori- 
ginal approbation  of  the  nonorable  Senator  hn- 
self;  and  still,  I  hope,  with  the  approbatioB  of  all 
mankind  beside. 

«  The  honorable  Senator  alleges  that  the  treaty, 
in  this  behalf,  makes  a  concession  to  Rnglaad 
which  Jay.  in  1794,  refused  to  make;  and  that  it 
brings  back  the  bloody  throngs  of  British  traden 
to  the  portage  south  of  Pigeon  river,  from  whick 
Jay's  treaty  compelled  them  to  migrate  in  1608, 
and  to  which  they  have  been  langaishing  to  re- 
turn ever  since.  And  hereupon  he  exclaims: 
"Give  me  the  Federalists  of  1794;  give  me  George 
Washington  and  his  friends — men  who  had  Amer- 
ican hearts  in  their  bosoms^for  aU  the  Federd* 
ists  now  alive!  I  stand  by  the  work  of  Joha 
Jay!" 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  soppoaag 
the  honorable  Senator  perfectly  sincere  in  this  ea- 
logy  of  the  departed  great.    I  will  not  say  that  hit 


living; 

unite  with  him  especially  in  the  honors  he  has 
paused  to  bestow  upon  the  grave  of  Jay.  I  rejoice 
to  see  that  great  man,  the  fMend  of  Washii^giUKi 
and  uf  kindred  virtues,  pure,  elevated,  and  refued, 
his  whole  character  wniter  than  the  ermine  of  h^ 
exalted  office,  receive  the  justice  which,  living,  he 
was  denied.  The  malignant  slander  of  the  hour  is 
shamed  to  rest,  and  thousands  of  the  generatiaa 
who  heard  him  accused  of  selling  the  interestf>  and 
glory  of  America  for  English  gold  or  praise,  hare 
Uvea  to  see  the  whole  world  assign  nim  htsseit 
among  the  rarer  and  grander  names,  who  in  peace 
and  war  have  sought  to  serve,  not  sought  to  please, 
their  countrv.  What  more  striking — what  mora 
grateful— what  more  full  of  lessons  of  constancy 
and  steadfastness  in  the  moment  of  avened  popu- 
lar favor,  than  to  hear  that  treaty  for  which  Wash- 
ington could  scarcely  obtain  a  hearing,  now  aiMi 
here  produced  as  the  standard  by  whidh  the  merit 
of  modem  negotiation  is  to  be  tried! 

Let  the  provisions,  then,  of  this  treaty  of  ISti, 
which  we  have  now  to  consider,  be  tried  by  the 
provisions  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  treaty  of 
1794.  Sir,  they  are  the  same  exactly!  I  say  to 
the  honorable  senator,  that  there  is  no  concessioa 
made  in  this,  upon  the  subject  of  portages,  that  is 
not  made  in  that.    1  say  to  him  tnat  this  is  a  re- 

Eroduction  and  re-establishment  of  that  in  this  be- 
alf— neither  less  nor  more.  The  right  of  traosic, 
the  common  use  of  the  water  coromanicatJoas 
and  of  the  auxiliary  carrying-places,  the  indQC^ 
ments  to  travel  the  old  route  in  the  old  modesL 
are  exactly  the  same  under  one  as  the  other,  ana 
there  Is  no  more  propriety  in  the  reiterated  asser- 
eration  of  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  tmua 
of  ijiis  treaty  has  led  back  the  British  tndeis 
from  Eamanasti^uia  to  south  of  Pigeon  river,  tbn 
there  would  be  in  faying  as  often  and  as  loodly 
that  John  Jay  offi^red  them  a  tempting  bribe  lo 
induce  them  not  to  remove  nonhwardof  therirer 
at  all.  Turn,  sir,  to  Jay's  trea^,  and  judge  for 
yourself  I  select  and  read  all  the  parts  of  it 
which  apply  to  the  question  : 

"Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be 
free  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  and  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  the  Indians  dweliini^ 
on  either  side  of  the  said  boundary  line,  freely  to 
pass  and  repass,  by  land  or  inland  navigaiioo, 
into  the  respective  territories  and  countries  of  ibe 
two  parties,  on  the  continent  of  America,  (tbe 
country  within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson^s  Bay 
Company  only  excepted,)  and  to  navigate  all  tbe 
lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  thereof,  and  fVeely  to 
carry  on  trade  and  commerce  with  each  other." 

"No  duty  of  entry  shall  ever  be  levied  by  either 
party  on  peltries  brought  by  land,  or  inland  nari- 
gation,  into  the  said  territories  respectively;  nor 
shall  the  Indians  passing  or  repassing  with  their 
own  proper  goods  and  effects,  of  whatever  oatore, 
pay  for  the  same  any  impost  or  duty  whaterer. 
But  goods  in  bale^,  or  other  large  packages,  tm- 
usual  among  Indians,  shall  not  be  CQnsiiSnrcd  as 
goods  belong;iD5  b^na  fide  to  Indian**' 
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"Nohigher  or  othelr  tolls  or  rates  of  fen  iage  than 
what  are  or  shall  be  payable  by  natives,  sba'l  be 
demanded  on  e|ther  side;  and  no  duties  shall  be 
payable  on  any  floods  which  shall  merely  be  car- 
rial  OTer  any  of  the  portages  or  carrying-places 
on  either  side,  for  the  purpose  of  bein?  immediate* 
ly  reimbarked  and  carried  to  some  other  place  or 
places.  Bat  as  by  thisstipalation  it  is  only  meant 
to  secure  to  each,  party  a  free  passage  across  the 
portages  on  both  sides,  it  is  agreed  that  this  ex- 
emption from  dntr  shall  extend  only  to  snch 
goods  as  are  carried  in  the  nsnal  and  direct  road 
across  the  portage,  and  are  not  attempted  to  be  in 
any  manner  sold  or  exchanged  daring  their  pass- 
age across  the  same;  and  proper  relations  may 
be  established  to  prerent  the  possibility  of  any 
frauds  in  this  respect."  * 

''As  this  articH  is  intended  to  render,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  local  advantages  of  each  party  com- 
mon to  both,  and  thereby  to  promote  a  dispo^tion 
favorable  to  friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  it 
is  agreed  that  the  respective  Governments  will  ma- 
toauy  promote  this  amicable  intercourse,  by  caus- 
ing speedy  and  impartial  justice  to  be  aone,  and 
necessary  protection  to  be  extended,  to  all  who  may 
be  concerned  therein." 

Now,  sir^the  first  thing  I  have  to  say  is,  that  this 
expressly,  m  the  plainest  words  and  for  the  strong- 
est reasons^  gives  to  both  nations  the  free  and  com- 
mon use  of  all  existing  portages.  ^ 

"No  duties  shall  be  payable  on  any  goods  which 
shall  merely  be  carried  over  any  of  the  portages 
or  carrying-places  on  either  side,  for  the  purpose 
of  being:  immediately  re-embarked  and  carried  to 
some  other  place  or  places.  But,  as  by  this  stipu- 
lation it  is  only  meant  to  secure  to  each  party  a 
free  pa.ssage  across  the  portages  on  both  sides,  it  is 
agreed,"  dec. 

Yes,  sir,  it  makes  all  of  them — the  Qrand  Port- 
aj^e  and  all — free,  open,  and  common  to  both  na- 
tions, and  to  all  of  both.  It  does  so  for  reasons 
worthy  of  the  age  and  the  men.  While  we  are  in- 
flaming ourselves  about  the  ambition  of  England, 
and  the  cruelty  and  rapacity  of  her  traders;  while 
we  sit  and  listen  to  denunciations  of  the  negotiator 
of  the  new  treatv  for  allowing  those  traders  to  row 
their  canoes  upihe  same  rapid,  and  carry  them  on 
their  backs  over  the  same  portage,  with  our  own, 
as  if  the  liberties  of  America  were  sold,  just  listen 
to  that  strain  of  higher  mood,  in  which  the  grand 
and  manly  reasons  are  assigned  in  Jay's  treaty  for 
this  self-same  thing: 

"As  this  article  is  intended  to  render,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  local  advantages  of  each  party  common 
to  both,  and  thereby  to  promote  a  disposition  fa- 
vorable to  friendship  ana  good  neighborhood,  it  is 
agreed,"  dtc 

You  see,  therefore, sir,  that  if  it  is  a  crime  or  a 
blunder  to  open  these  portages,  it  is  no  new  one. 
The  treaty  by  which  the  honorable  Senator  tries 
this  treaty,  had  opened  them  before;  it  bad  opened 
them  all;  it  had  opened  the  Grand  Portage,  six 
miles  south  ol  Pigeon  river,  just  as  much  and  as 
widely  as  it  opened  all  the  rest.  It  opens  "all  on 
both  sides,"  in  so  many  words;  and  it  opened  that, 
or  it  opened  not  one. 

The  next  remark  I  make  on  this  subject  is^  that 
Jay's  treatv  expressly  declares  that  no  duties  shall 
be  exaeted  (br  the  mere  transit  of  goods  across 
these  portages.  If  they  are  brought  within  our 
territory  for  sale — if  the  right  of  portage  is  sought 
to  be  converted  into  a  right  to  open  a  market  and 
set  up  a  shop,  and  thus  to  sell  within  American 
territory,  instead  of  transporting  across  it,  then 
duties  are  to  be  paid.  But  the  right  of  portage, 
direct  and  bonaJuU,  is  tree,  and  embarrassed  by  no 
duty. 

Just  so  it  is,  and  subject  to  /ust  the  same  limita- 
tions, in  the  new  treaty  Ponages  it  makes  free 
and  open.  Goods,  therefore,  which  are  carried 
across  these  portages,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  in 
good  faith,  will  be  sulMect  to  no  transit  duty.  But 
goods  brought  into  American  territory  to  sell; 
goods  which  shall  be  arrested  and  taken  out  of  di- 
rect and  fair  transit  across,  and  exposed  for  sale, 
will  be  subject  to  duty  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
Nothing  is  made  free  but  the  right  to  carry  across. 
He  who,  under  color  of  using  that  privilege,  exerts 
another,  puts  himself  out  of  the  exemption  of  the 
treaty. 

If,  then,  sir,  it  is  a  crime,  or  blunder,  to  allow 
the  Canadian  trader  to  carry  merchandise  to  the 
p^at  northwest  beyond  the  line  of  our  extreme 
poondary,  and  bring  furs  back,  free  of  transit  duty,  J 


John  Jay  5et  the  example  of  it.  He  did  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  hatass  such  enterprise  as  that 
by  duties  on  blankets,  and  gunpowder,  and  rum, 
and  hominy,  and  wildcat  skins!  Following  the  ex- 
ample of  all  civilization,  he  thoueht  "dispositions 
favorable  to  friendship  and  good  neighborhood" 
cheaply  purchased  by  such  courtesy  as  tots.  Even 
if  the  portages  had  all  been  on  the  American  side 
of  the  line,  as  they  ware  not— for  this,  after  all,  is 
onlv  a  rij^bt  of  ttte  transit  given  to  England  for  a 
right  of  free  transit  given  by  her— he  would  have 
disdained  exactions  so  unproductive,  so  vexa- 
tious, so  universally  discountenanced  by  all  inter- 
national decencies  of  intercourse. 

Since,  then,  sir,  the  new  treaty  and  the  old,  in  the 
matter  of  these  portages,  are  just  alike,  you  mav 
wonder,  perhaps,  what  the  honorable  Senator  real- 
ly meai\j;  when  'ne  says  that  the  new  treatv  brings 
back  the  British  traders  whom  the  old  one  had  sent 
away.  Over  and  over  again  he  Jias  made  this  dec- 
laration. Long,  long  (says  he)  had  these  tribes 
languished  to  return  to  the  Grand  Portage;  negoti- 
ation after  negotiation  had  been  tried  for  that  pur- 
pose in  vain;  there  they  were  up  at  Kamanistiquia 
and  the  unclassical  Dog  river,  stretching  out  their 
arms  "itWmom  ripa  amore**  when  the  American 
Secretary  put  himself  at  their  bead — a  Moses,  a 
Joshua,  (for  he  makes  them  both,)  and  led  them 
back.  Ihow,  what  in  the  world  does  all  this  really 
meani  Sir,  without  promising  to  be  able  to  tell 
you  that.  I  will  lay  the  exact  facts  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  leave  you  to  judge  for  yourselves. 

For  many  years,  then,  before  1783,  and  down  to 
1603,  the  Canadian  traders  not  only  travelled 
across  the  Grand  Portage  and  other  portages  on 
their  way  west  from  Lave  Superior,  but  they  had 
their  general  depot  at  the  Grand  Portage.  They 
there  had  storehouses,  dwelling-houses,  and  all  the 
necessary  fixtures  and  permanent  establishments 
of  a  tradmg-post.  Well,  sir,  this  place  was  and  is 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
middle  of  Pigeon  river  is  the  boundary  line — for 
several  miles,  at  least— up  from  its  mouth,  by  the 
treaty  of  1783,  by  the  treaty  of  1842,  and  by  the 
concession  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri; 
and  this  place  was  and  is  six  miles  south  of  that 
line.  In  ld03,  (probably  some  time  before,)  a  rumor 
reached  that  post  that  the  American  collector  of 
customs  at  Michilimackinac  intended  to  levy  duties 
upon  all  the  merchandise  and  property  there,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  were  with  m  toe  United  States: 
and  thereupon  the  traders  broke  up  and  abandoned 
the  depot,  and  established  a  new  one  at  Kamanis- 
tiquia, since  called  Fort  William,  fiAy  miles  north- 
east from  the  Grand  Portage.  There  it  has  been 
ever  since. 

•And  now.  sir.  I  deny  that  Jay's  treaty  caused 
the  removal  of^  this  aepot  to  Fort  William,  or 
that  the  new  treaty  will  bring  it  back  to  the 
Grand  Portage.  The  rights  and  the  liabilities  of 
these  traders  under  the  two  treaties  are  identi- 
cally the  same.  "Theyhave  bad  no  Pharoah,  and 
have  found  no  Moses.  Why,  sir,  does  the  hon- 
orable Senator  say  that,  under  the  new  treaty, 
they  can  come  back  to  the  Grand  Portage,  re-es- 
tablish their  depot,  build  shops  and  hon^as.  store 
their  goods,  ana  buy  and  sell  as  they  did  Wore 
1803  %  Certainly  not;  for  the  treaty  expressly  de- 
clares a  line  of  boundary  which  brings  that  portage 
within  the  United  States;  and  it  secures  these 
British  subjects  no  right  whatever  in  it,  but  to 
use  it  as  a  carryiuj^-place  for  the  direct  mere 
transportation  of  things  over  in  good  faith — a 
naked,  strict  right  of  way.  What,  then,  can  they 
do  under  this  treaty,  does  he  say  1  Why,  they 
can  build  their  depot  on  the  north  bank  of  Pi- 
geon river,  near  its  mouth,  opposite  the  Grand  Por- 
tage; and  thence  they  can  travel  across  the  Grand 
Portage,  and  all  the  other  portages,  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods.  Very  well;  be  it  so.  Could  they 
not  have  done  the  Atme  thing  under  Jay's  treatvl 
Exactly,  exactly.  Was  not  the  Pigeon  river  the 
true  botmdsiry  for  at  least  several  miles  from  its 
mouth  in  17941  Why,  the  honorable  Senator  ad- 
mits it.  It  is  the  true  boundary,  he  admits,  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  it  has  been 
the  true  boundary  ever  since.  Then,  sir,  the 
next  day  af\er  the  treaty  of  1783  was  made^tbe 
next  day  afler  Jay's  treaty  was  made,  and  at  any 
and  every  moment  from  that  time  to  this,  these 
traders  could  have  built  their  depot  on  the  north 
side  of  Pigeon  river,  and  travelled  to  their  hearts' 
content  over  grand  ponages  and  little  ones,  to 
(he  tune  of  the  Canadian  boat-song,  to  the  Lake 
of  tl^e  Woods.    And  that  is  everything  they  can  j 


do  by  the  new  treaty !  And  vet  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  said  to  have  real izea  the  achievemenu 
and  blended  the  separate  fame  of  Moses  and 
Joshua,  by  leading  back  the  British  traders  whom 
Jay  had  driven  ouL     ' 

It  is  true,  undoubtedly,  that  the  new  treaty  for 
the  first  time  expressly  ascertains  Pigeon  river  to  be 
the  boundary.  It  for  the  first  time  enables  all  par- 
ties on' both  bides  to  make  all  their  arrancrements 
upon,  and  with  a  certain  knowledge  of,  that  import- 
ant fact  It  puts  an  end  to  the  loog  and  harassing 
doubt  whether  the  Dog  lake,  the  Pigeon  river,  or 
the  Fond  du  Lac,  is  the  point  on  Lake  Superior 
from  which  the  line  should  set  out  Westward.  In 
that  sense^and  to  that  extent,  it  apprizes  British 
and  American  traders  of  their  exact  rights  and  ex- 
act privileges,  and  alloWs  them  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  In  that  sense,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent, it  enables  them  to  do  what  they  could  not  pru- 
dently do  before.  But  does  the  honorable  Senator 
only  mean,  then,  to  complain  that  an  important  cm- 
settled  line  has  been  sailed,  and  to  this  extent  set- 
tled lightlyl  To  that  it  comes  at  last,  and  to  nothing 
else. 

£  regret,  sir,  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  has 
been  withdrawn  so  long  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon,  (which  is 
the  subject  properly  before  you,)  by  any  merely  col- 
lateral matter,  however  important.  But  it  was  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  who  first  turned 
aside  A'om  the  defence  of  the  bill  to  attack  the 
treaty  of  1849.  Approving  with  my  whole  heart 
and  whole  reason  tnat  great  arrangement  of  peace 
and  of  honor,  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  am  in  fault  for 
losing  sight  of  the  bill  upon  your  table  to  follow 
him.  I  only  hope  the  episode  may  not  bear  a  too 
disproportionate  relation  to  the  majn  performance. 
And  yet,  why  is  a  discussion  of  the  treaty  which 
you  have  inst  concluded  irrevelaut  to  the  imme- 
diate question  before  youl  If  that  treaty  has  been 
believed,  by  the  thoughtful  and  good  of  both  cotm- 
tries,  to  go  far  and  do  much  to  restore  and  con- 
firm the  kind  regards  of  the  two  great  branches 
of  the  English  name  and  blood—if  it  has  composed 
one  of  their  more  exasperating  and  inveterate  dif- 
ferences— if  it  has  sweetened  their  temper  and 
smoothed  their  brow— if,  in  the  mod^  of  en- 
tering on  and  continuing  that  negotiation,  Eng- 
land has  been  observed  to  abate  somewhat  of  her 
pride  and  of  her  distance,  and  to  be  willing  to  meet 
frankly  and  half-way^  in  confidence  and  in  honor, 
her  daughter,  her  rival,  so  emulous  of  her  own 
glory,  so  proad  of  her  own  lettered  and  martial 
fame— if  the  fesult  of  a  negotiation  so  begun,  So 
condacted,  may  fairly  be  reckoned  amon^  the 
triumphs  of  reason  and  of  ci7ilization.  a  victory 
of  peace,  a  tribtite  to  the  duty  of  peace, — now  solici- 
tous should  we  be  not  now,  by  the  thoughtless  act 
of  a  moment,  to  undo  all  that  it  has  done;  to  dis- 
appoint all  that  it  hfis  promised !  How  solicitous, 
especiUlly,  to  do  nothing  which,  while  it  endangers 
our  territory,  shall  sully  our  honor  1 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MOREHEAD, 

OF  KBNTUCKT. 

h  Senate  ofUie  VnUed  SUUes,  January  SQ^  1843.— 
On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said  that  he  bad,  a  fiew  days 
since,  submitted  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Executive  for  information  as  to  certain 
alleged  acts  of  the  British  Qovemment,  by  which 
it  has  exerted  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
Oregon  Territory.  The  official  answer  to  that  call 
was  conveyed  in  the  communication  which  had 
just  been  read  to  the  Senate. 

[The  commtmication  itself  was,  in  efiect,  as 
follows:  The  Secretary  of  Slate  says  that  a  letter 
from  Thomas  J.  Farnham,  dated  4ih  January, 
1840,  appears  to  have  been  transmitted  to  that  de- 
partment, by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  month  of 
May  following;  and  that,  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month,  a  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  American 
minister  in  London,  with  extracts  from  that  com^ 
munication.  As  the  President  was  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  the  intelligence  contained  in 
Mr.  Parnham's  letter  relative  to  large  grants,  by 
the  British  Government  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 

Sany,  of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the 
Oregon  Territory,  and  of  supposed  grants  and  sales 
of  those  lands  l^  that  company  to  individuals,  was 
well  founded,  the  minister  was  instructed  to  make 
application  to  the  proper  quarter  for  information 
on  the  subject.    In  presenting  the  matter  tothe  Brit^ 
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ish  Gk)vermneat,  he  was  assared  that  no  such  grant 
of  land  had  been  made  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany; and  thai  the  only  grant  which  had  been  made 
to  tbat^»>mpany  wasa  grant  of  ezclosive  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of  North  America 
for  a  farther  term  of  twentv«one  years,  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  former  grant.] 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  say  that  his  object,  in  the 
call  which  he  had  made,  was  to  place  before  the 
Senate,  for  the  farther  course  of  this  di?cassioD, 
anihentic  statements  of  fact  in  relation  to  the  report 
so  generally  credited,  that  grants  of  land  had  been 
made  by  the  British  GovemmeBt  within  the  Ore- 
gon Territory.  He  had  desired  more  particularly 
to  have  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  the  lettef  which 
accompanied  the  Secretary's  communication— « 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  a  gentleman 
at  its  date  in  the  Territory,  and  employed  by  the 
Government  in  an  official  capacity.  It  is  of  the 
year  1839  or  1840,  and  mentions  as  a  foct— -that 
which  was  then  and  there  believed  to  be  true— that 
the  British  Gk>venHnent  had  granted  to  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of 
land  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  straits  of  Juan  de 
Fuca,  and  within  the  limits^  of  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory. 

I  learn  with  pleasure  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  steps 
which  were  thought  advisable  as  to  calling  tne 
attention  of  the  British  Government  to  this  allega- 
tion, and  their  official  denial  of  the  fact  thus  stated. 
The  disavowal  satisfies  me  that  the  supposed  grant 
has  not  been  made;  but  it  by  no  means  convinces 
me  that  everything  but  the  form  ofsuch  grants  is 
not  most  real.  The  disclaimer  does  not  alter  the 
acts  of  the  British  GK>vemment,  except  as  to  their 
direct  and  open  responsibility,  nor  the  possession  of 
Che  Hudson  Bay  Company,  so  far  as  all  the  real 
purposes  of  possession  are  to  be  accomplished.  I 
nolo  the  disclaimer  only  material  as  to  the  forms 
under  which  these  things  are  done.  Setting  aside, 
however,  that  point  of  the  allegation,  I  think  we 
have  abundant  proofs  that  Great  Britain,  directly 
or  indirectly,  exercises  exclusive  jurisdiction  and 
enjoyment  of  the  Territory;  that  if  she  has  not  al- 
ready dispossessed,  she  is  rapidly  and  surely  dis- 
possessing us;  ana  that  s^e  therefore  completely 
violates  the  convention,  in  point  of  fact,  while  she 
respects  its  forms. 

The  words  of  the  third  article  of  the  convention 
of  1818  are  as  follows: 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
•America,  westwara  of  the  Stony  noountains,  shall, 
together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the 
navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free 
and  open,  for  theterm  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
the  signature  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  ves- 
sels, citizens,  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers;  it 
being  well  understood  that  this  agreement  is  not  to 
be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which 
either  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  noay  have 
to  any  part  of  the  said  country:  nor  shall  it  be  taken 
to  afilect  the  claims  of  any  otner  power  or  state  to 
any  part  of  the  said  country:  the  only  object  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  m  that  respect,  being  to 
prevent  disputes  and  diffierences  among  them- 
selves." 

Now,  sir,  this  is  claimed  and  construed  as  a  treaty 
of  joint  occupation;  and  that  joint  occupation  tem- 
porary, lor  it  is  to  lasttmt  ten  years. 

A  joint  and  a  temporary  occupation  would,  one 
would  say,  exclude  the  idea  or  permament  forts 
and  fixed  settlements — things  which  mark  the  very 
opposite  of  the  only  two  forms  of  possession,  per- 
manent and  temporary.  Under  the  latter,  tents  may 
be  setup,  shantees  erected,  and  cabins  or  other  such 
rude  and  occasional  shelters  be  built  for  momenta* 
ry  use.  But  the  felling  of  forests,  the  constructions 
of  regular  habitations,  the  fencing  in  of  fields,  the 
regular  cnlilvation  and  improvement  of  the  soil, 
the  fitting  up  of  saw-mills,  the  assemUageof  work- 
shops, and  of  many  othar  of  the  appliances  of  fixed 
sojourn  and  employment,  certainly  denote,  espe- 
cially with  forts  to  protect  them,  something  more 
than  transient  possession,  arid  constitute,  and  are 
meant  to  constitute,  a  lasting,  and,  of  course,  ex- 
clusive occupation  of  the  places  thus  appropriated. 
Now,  what  are  the  proceedings  of  the  great  and 
permitted  agent  of  these  British  infringements— the 
Hudson  Bay  Companyl  The  report  of  Captain 
Nathaniel  J.  Wyeth  (No.  101  Indian  Affairs)  shall 
tell  yon. 

Here  Mr.  M.  read  to  the  following  purport  from 
Captain  Wyeth: 

"The  company  have  now  their  chief  establishment 


at  Foh  Vancouver,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Col- 
umbia, about  eighty  miles  above  itt  mouth;  for  Fort 
George,  (Astoria,)  the  older  station,  is  now  a  mere 
look-out,  where  little  trade  is  done. 

"At  Vancouver  are  stationed  about  two  hundred 
men,  usually  employed  in  agricultural  or  mechan- 
ical labor.  There  is  a  saw-mill  about  six  miles 
above  it.  which  supplies  lumber  for  themselves 
and  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  fort  is  a  stock- 
ade, with  accommodations  for  th^  people  etnploy^ 
ed  at  it,  two  large  guns  not  in  use,  and  sucn  ae«> 
fences  merely  as  are  necessary  against  the  Indians. 
To  this  point  all  the  supplies  for  the  fur-trade  are 
sent,  and  here  the  retiims  are  collected." 

He  proceeds  to  enumerate  and  describe  the  other 
British  posts  in  Oregon:  Wallahwallah,  Ohnugen, 
and  Colville,  on  the  Columbia^lathead,  on  the 
river  of  that  name;  the  Big  Wood  post,  at  the 
mouth  of  Big  Wood;  and  a  station  not  permanently 
occupied  at  the  mouth  of  Umbiquoi. 

He  proceeds  (o  relate  the  arts  by  which  American 
competition  is  excluded  or  crushed,  and  the  traders 
driven  away.  Their  parties,  he  says,  Irequently  in 
violation  of  treaties,  pass  withia  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Missouri.  This  was  done  in 
1833,  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  contrary,  it  was  said, 
to  the  instructions  of  the  company,  but  probably 
with  their  consent. 

He  further,  says:  "I  have  been  informed  that  the 
British  Government  have  given  an  assurance  to 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  that  they  will  not  sur- 
render any  part  of  the  country  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia; or,  if  tney  do  so,  they  will  remunerate  them 
for  any  establishments  they  may  have  made  in  that 
part  of  it." 

He  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  the  younger 
and  emirely  agricultural  settlement  of  Wallumette, 
on  the  south  of  the  Columbia,  where  some  twenty 
or  thirty  men,  formerly  in  the  employment  of  the 
company,  cultivate  small  farms. 

He  concludes  as  follows: 

"In  conclusion,  I  will  observe,  that  the  measures 
of  this  company  have  been  conceived  with  wisdom, 
steadily  pursued,  and  have  been  well  seconded  by 
their  Government,  and  the  success  has  been  com- 
plete; and,  without  being  able  to  charge  on  them 
any  gross  violations  of  the  existing  treaties,  a  few 
yeara  will  make  the  country  west  of  the  mountains 
as  completely  English  as  they  can  desire.  Already 
the  Americans  are  unknown  as  a  nation;  and,  as 
individuals,  their  power  is  despised  by  the  natives 
of  the  land.  A  population  is  growing  out  of  the 
occupancy  of  the  cotmtry,  whose  prejudices  are  not 
.with  us;  and,  before  many  years,  they  will  decide  to 
whom  the  country  shall  belong,  unless,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  American  Gk>vemment  make  their 
power  felt  and  seen  to  a  greater  de^ee  than  ha» 
yet  been  the  case.** 

The  statements  of  Mr.  Slacnm  (an  agent  of  the 
Government,  whose  report  may  be  found  in  the 
same  body  of  documents  and  same  number)  are 
still  minuter,  but  to  the  same  general  effect. 

He  gives  an  account  of  the  formal  surrender  of 
Fort  GeorgefAstoria)  in  1818,  in  conformity  with 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the  ceremonies  with  which 
the  Brit&h.agents  passed  it  into  our  hands.  The 
faei  itself  goes  far  to  mark  an  admission  of  our 
claim  of  sovereignty.  The  fort  itself  wa?  soon 
aAer  destroyed  by  fire,  said  to  have  been  put  by 
the  Indians. 

His  visit  marks  a  tK)nsiderable  progress  of  things 
since  the  time  to  which  Mr.  Wyeth's  description 
applies.  "Fort  Vancouver  occupies  (in  1837)  double 
the  old  space.  There  are  thirty-nine  buildings 
within,  and  forty-fiine  cabins  under  its  walls;  a 
large  barn,  with  seven  other  buildhigs  attached;  an 
hospital  and  boat-honse  on  the  river;  a  saw-mill, 
employing  twenty-eight  men,  and  cutting  above 
two  thousand  feet  of  timber  daily,  &c.  TJie  farm 
contains  three  thousand  acres  in  cultivation,  em- 
ploying one  hundred  laborers,  "f  he  whole  number 
of  persons  aUached  to  the  establishment  is  from 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  to  eight  hundred.  The 
farm  produced  in  1837  eight  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat;  five  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  bar- 
ley; six  thousand  bushels  of  oats;  nine  thousand 
bushels  of  pear;  fourteen- thousand  bushels  ofpoia- 
toes;  and  large  quantities  of  other  crops.  They 
had  a  large  threshing  machine;  adistillery;  (discon- 
tinued;) a  grist  mill;  a  stock  of  one  thousand  black 
cattle;  seven  hundred  hogs;  two  hundred  sheep; 
near  five  hundred  horses;  and  forty  yoke  of  wort- 
in§»  oxen."  [In  short,  it  would  appear  to  be  pretty 
much  such  a  farm  as  the  famous  one  of  olu  Mr. 


Coke,  (the  Ear!t>f  Leic^ser,)  InBnglaiid— aneala^ 
lishnoent  about  as  much  like  a  pcrmaBeift 
mem  as  his.]  • 

I  might,  Sir,  (proceeded  Mr.  Mobsbbai^) 
ply  quotations;  btit  these  are  ea«ac&  to  ahowdMt, 
under  the  name  and  cover  df  the  Hudson  B^ 
'  Company,  the  British  Govtnunent  ia  in  actual, and 
regular,  and  exelasive  poBseestoii  of  thistetriiory. 
U  is  entirely  undar  the  con&vl  of  that  great  waao^ 
ciation,  at  whose  back  the  (SoTemmeBt  itself  naad?, 
whenever  there  is  need.  Thay  baive  not  only 
turned  youf  ioini  possesaiott  out  of  doen,bBl^^ 
lemaUcally  set  savage  apica  upon  3roBr  sicpiiy  >£j^ 
wander  towards  your  aactenl  tenement.  Tacy 
uiute  againft  yon  all  t^  Indian  tribes,  pQiaoa  their 
minds  against  yo«,  and-  traia  tbana  aa  ta  »  mw^ 
'derons  hostility.  They  have,  iaf  eed ,  takea,-  in  aU 
respects,  thoi#stealthy  and  irrfeaponaiUe  memAok 
gaile  whieh  (skilful  natibA'aa  tMjr%re)  ifaM  teyv 
peri4  ctly  how  to  employ,  when  toon  arailaaleihia 
force.  Forbearing  to  alarat  you  by  any  ikow  cf 
strengih,  and  to  rouse  you  by  any  open  eomiavea- 
tioQ  ot  the  treaty^  they  have  yet^  without  aa  aAit, 
(husbanding  th^ir  own  resoorees,  and  aeteaHing 
out  yours,  Ubrou^  the  oomaiercial  macfafliiamaf 
a  powerful  and  eiHerprising  company,  aod  iia  iar" 
spreading  agents  and  posts,  accomplished,  lo  a  great 
extent,  everything  tnat  they  could  wish,  oi  we 
dread.  They  have  swept  the  country  of  its  rick 
furs,  obtained  a  complete  ascendency  over  its 
tribes,  k^pt  you  off,  started  new  modes  of  life  mote 
permanent  than  those  which  have  failed,  and,  in 
short,  ^ut  so  long  a  start  upon  yon  in  the  race  of 
possession,  that  you  must  at  once  exert  yourseU,  if 
you  would  not  be  distanced.  Are  nil  tnese  things 
to  go  on,  until  she  comes  to  found  a  new  title  up> 
on  the  very  length  of  the  wrong,  and  bar  you  for- 
ever by  pleading  the  statute  of  limttatioosl 

Nor,  sir,  is  all  this  to  be  escaped  by  saying  that 
these  are  the  acts  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Compatty, 
and  not  of  the  British  Government.  They  are 
done  under  the  sanction  of  that  Government,  and 
they  are  the  surest  means  of  achieving  its  purposes. 
They  form  its  system  of  territorial  encroachment 
almost  everywhere,  and  especially  against  all  na- 
tions capable  of  resisting  direct  attack.  They  are 
done  by  its  subjects — not  wanaering  outcasts  mere- 
ly, but  a  numerous  body,  organized  and  char- 
tered, giAed  by  the  Government  with  high  privi- 
leges, and  strictly  accountable  to  it.  Unqoestioaa- 
bly,  if  such  a  body,  watched  over-as  it  is  by  the 
British  Government,  pursues,  for  a  series  of  years, 
measures  so  admirably  fitted  to  break  up  our  access 
to  that  country,  and  all  that  common  enjoyment  of 
it  which  the  convention  of  1818  stipulates,  Britain, 
to  whose  advantage  against  us  all  these  acts  of  h^ 
great  association  turn-^Britain,  whose  surest  sys- 
tem of  encroachment  and  dispossession  thej  form 
— Britain,  who  takes  from  that  company,  as  its  mis- 
tress and  sovereign,  all  that  it  can  snatch  from  as— 
Britain,  I  say,  must  be  held,  in  effect,  to  do  all  these 
things,  let  her  evasively  disavow  them  as  mudias 
she  will. 

Referring  to  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of 
July  2, 1821,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  quoted 
its  fourth  section  to  show  that  It  expressly  reftised 
to  give  any  such  license  to  trade  in  the  Oregon  Ter^ 
ritory,  to  the  prejudice  Or  exclusion  of  any  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  may  engage  in  the  trade 
there.  And  he  cited  the  sixth  section  of  the  same 
act,  to  show  that,  in  setting  up  there  the  jurisdiction 
of  their  own  Canadian  courts,  they  had  expressly 
excepted  such  places  as  were  within  any  civil  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Choate  reminded  Mr.  M.  that  the 
British  Government  had  distinctly  declared  that 
the  purpose  of  this  act  was  limited  to  BritIA  sab* 
jects,  and  not  meant  to  include  Americans.] 

Mr.  M.  continued.  I  am  aware  of  their  disdaim- 
er:  but  I  regard  it  as  of  no  great  importance  what 
they  say  in  these  diplomatic  interchanges  of  the 
best  reasons  they  can  find  to  justify  the  policy  widdi 
they  are  resolved  to  pursue.  Their  acts  we  know; 
ana  are  perfectly  able  to  judge  of  as  plain 'ones  as 
these,  let  their  declarations  be  what  they  may.  And 
now,  what  is  the  law  that  I  have  statedl  Very 
fair  in  seerujng,  and  very  considerate  of  our  rights. 
It  says  that  it  is  to  extend  to  no  place  within  any 
civil  government  of  the  United  States.  Wcm, 
they  know  perfectly  well  that  we  have  set  up  no 
civil  jurisdiction  whatever  in  that  entire  comttrn 
and  they  have  thus  far  taken  care  that  we  ainui 
have  nobody  there  to  set  it  up  over;  so  thaf  tficy 
know  that- they  apply  their  jurisdiction,  bjrlftiva^ 
to  the  entire  counury. 
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Xtis^  clear»  fhcn,  what  E^glan({'s  interpretation 
orjojtit  occapancjT  means.  Her  uraciice  defines  it; 
ana  it  is  an  exclusive  o^upancy  oy  her.  A  *'com- 
tnion  possession  with  ns,'^  means  ber  having  a  nam- 
ber  of  fort^  ''a  free  enjoTmenl  by  both  the  high 
contracting  parties/' sienifie?  the  exclusive  far  and 
lambeir. trade,  saw-mills,  hosmtals,  Slc^  to  "hunt 
and  iQ  fhh"  intends,  beyond  doabt,  farms  of  3,000 
acr^  worked  by  100  laborers.  And  then  what 
cauuoiis  equity  aboat  infringing  yoar  jarisdiction, 
whJ^asAe  £as  already  taken  sach  excellent  care 
thai  Oiere  slioaldbe  nobody  there  for  you  to  extend 
itoverl  If  shemeam  fairly,  surely  these  things 
would^otbe  done;  and  1  hold  the  entire  series  of 
her  aot^  ^d  the  nia|iifest  designs  which  they  are 
eveij  day  advancing,  i^  an  atter  and  systematic 
infraefloa  of  the  treatv  b^her.  In  confirmation  of 
thii^  Mrr  Ml  reai^a  further,  extract'  from  Gaptai9 
W^etVi  siaiement,^  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Hn^^i^  Ba^  Company. 

Aa4  >^F»  ^^  ^y  ^^^  to  ^^cs^  settleoienta, 
and  the  pernianfsncy  of  claim  to  them,  which  she 
recognises  as  obtained  by  th^e  making  (hemj 


In  the  negotiations  of  18k7,  between  Mr.  Qallt* 
tin.  pift  oar  part,  and  Messrs.  Husi^isson  and  Ad- 
dtaygpioh  pn  hers,  the  latter,  on  this  point,  thas  de- 
clare Uie  intentions  of  their  Government: 

*^d  the  interests  and  establishments  which  Brit* 
ish  Industry  and  enterprise  have  created,  Great 
Britain  owes  protection.  That  protection  will  be 
given/  boQi,  as  leffards  settlement  and  freedoni  of 
trade  and  navigation,  with  every  attention  not  to 
infringe  the  co-ordinate  rights  of  the  United  States: 
it'  being '  the  desire  of  the  British  Government,  so 
long  as  the<f»int.ocQapancy  continues,  to  regulate 
its  own  obligations  by  the  same  rules  which  gov- 
ern the  obligations  of  every  other  occupying  party.'* 

PxoMstion,  then,  will  be  given  to  these  establish* 
mcM^i  ^both  as  to  settlement  and  trade.'^  Here, 
then,  are  '^entablishmeuts''  and  "settlements,"  vain* 
able  and  fixed  possessions,  which  England  declares 
hers^  bound  to  protect:  and  this  is  the  joint  occu- 
pancy! A  powerful  exclusion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  ^'settlements''  and  "establishments"  and  "crea- 
tions of  British  Indintry  and  enterprise"  on  the 
other.  # 

Bat  that  "protection"  she  will  render  "with  every 
attention  not  to  infringe  the  co  ordinate  rights  of 
the  XTnited  States.'^  Ob,  of  course  not !  Great  Brit- 
ain never  infringes  any  co-ordinate  rights  of  oth- 
ers— never  encroaches  upon  anybodv  anywhere! 
No,  never !  Her  scrupulousness  in  this  respect  is 
celebrated  over  the  whole  earth,  not  only  upon  this 
continent,  but  as  far  as  India  and  China.  And  then 
it  is  so  easy  for  her  to  reconcile  our  rights  of  joint 
occopancy  with  this  assurance  of  protecting  her 
subjects  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  whatever 
they  have  "created  by  their  enterprise  and  indus- 
•  try" — all  their  "settlements  and  establishments!" 

Sir,  I  held  the  proceedings  of  her  company  most 
unequivocal;  and  I  urged  that  her  long  permission 
of  them  was  a  sanction  which  made  tnem  abund- 
antly her  own.  But  this  declaration  I  take  to  be 
an  explicit  assumption  of  all  these  progressiva  acts 
of  possession— a  recognition  affirming  all  that  pos- 
session, and  encouraging  her  settlers  to  £o  on  and 
add  whatever  other  "interests"  "British  industry 
and  enterprise"  can  "create." 

What,  then,  are  you  to  dol  All  admit  the  rapid 
tendency  of  her  measures  completely  and  finally 
to  dispossess  you.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts says,  "if  she  takes  possession,  so  should  we." 
I  agree  with  him,  and  think  I  have  shown  that  she 
has  done  so.  This  bill  will  hot  do  it  equally  on 
our  part.  It  bat  goes,  as  we  should  at  least  go, 
pari  jtassu  with  her.  I  hold  the  formal  grant  of 
lands  to.be  no  more  than  she  has  already^  in  efiTect, 
practised.  But  we  can  at  least  give  with  a  coudi- 
tion.  Shall  she  say  that  she  will  make  settlers 
whole,  and  maynotwel  Can  she  promise,  wiih- 
om  an  infraction  of  the  convention,  that  she  will 
make  good  the  establishments  of  her  settlers,  and 
shall  not  wel  Make  then  no  positive  grants,  but 
onlv  promise,  as  she  does. 

As  to  our  title,  the.eommon  opinion  of  the  entire 
Senate  makes  no  doubt  of  it.  Do  you  intend  to 
abimdon  ill  Does  even  Great  Britain  think  of 
doing  so  with  her  flimsy  claiml  When  did  she 
ever  yield  such  a  pretension,  except  for  a  large 
eqnivaientl  She  nourishes  no  idea  of  receding 
from  heir  claim,  but  takes  every  measure  the  most 
skilful  to  enforce  and  to  insure  it.  Hence  the 
train  of  measures  that  she  is  pursuing. 

The  question  then  is  but,  at  last,  of  negotiation  or 
war.   0t  course,  I  prefer  the  former;  but,  much  as 
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1  love  peace— greatly  as  I  should  deplore  a  breach 
with  itiat  kindred  nation— than  to  yield  to  this  en- 
croachment, I  will  accept  far  rather  the  sad  choice 
of  arms.  I  may  say  this  the  rather,  because  neither 
my  feelings  nor  my  taste  have  ever  led  me  to  rail 
against  Britain.  I  love  that  great  nation  for  her 
noble  institutions,  her  laws,  (the  freest  in  the  world 
except  onr  own,)  her  valor,  ner  policy,  her  social 
greatness,  her  freedom,  the  venerable  mother  of 
ours.  But  1  am  jealous  of  the  gigantic  progress  of 
•  her  power»  her  vast  designs  and  grasping  temper. 

On  either  eontmen^  and  in  the  remotest  ^oie;, 
she  stretches  towards  a  tmiversal  emuiic.  Afrita 
feels  her;  Syria  receives  her  garrisons^  qu  either 
side  of  our  continent  she  threatens  every  shore; 
I  and,  while  she  spreads  out  a  new  dominion  in  the 
ffreat  islands  of  the  Sooth  Sea^  she  dispossesses  the 
descendaata  qf  the  great  Mogul,  and  breaks  tha 
commercial  wall  which  has  so  long  separatedChina 
from  the  rest  of  the  world. 

It  is  time  to  abandon  our  supinencss;  it  has  al- 
ready placed  us  at  disadvantage  enough.  We  most 
proceed  as  Britain  proceeds.  Do  not  violate  the 
treaty,  but  send  on  j^our  people  to  settle  and  defend 
the  country;  ana  give  them  assurances  that  they 
will  be  protected. 

«H  I  I      Ifi        <  > 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  MERRICK, 

OFMa&TLAND. 

In  Smote,  f^tbruarv  2M,  1843.— Ufvon  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  McDofpie,  in  relation  to  the  State 
debts. 

Mr.  Walker  having  concluded  his  remarks^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  rose  and  said:  1  regret,  Mr. 
President,  the  necessity  which  presses  upon  me 
again  to  intrude  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  occupy  a  furtner  portion  of  its  now  almost  in- 
valuable time  with  a  discussion  leading  to  no  prac- 
tical results;  indeed,  I  have  been  much  astonished 
at  the  pertinacity  with  which  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  continue  to  renew  and  force  upon  the 
Senate  this  discussion,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the 
valuable  and  important  subjects  for  practical  legis- 
lation pending  before  us,  and,  consequently,  to  the 
^eai  detriment  of  the  public  interest,  after  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  have  twice  determined  by  sol- 
emn votes,  upon  yeas  and  nays,  that  they  could-  not 
and  wonlo  not,  at  this  time,  entertain  these  abstract 
propositions.  But,  much  as  I  have  been  surprised 
ac  tnis,  I  am  still  more  surprised— indeed,  sir,  I  am 
utterly  confounded — by  the  declarations  made  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDuffie] 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  and  repeated  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walker.]  These 
declarations  are  of  a  character  so  extraordinary 
did  so  unusual  here,  that  I  am  unwilling  and  un- 
prepared to  make  any  reply  to  them;  and  I  shall, 
therefore,  leave  them  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Senate 
and  the  country,  in  the  face  of  which  they  have 
been  made.  Argument  would  be  vain  in  combat- 
ing positive  declarations  thatgentlemen  will,  under 
certain  circumstances,  refuse  to  redeem  the  bonds 
of  this  Government,  issued  under  the  sanction  of 
all  the  forms  of  a  law  of  Congress:  I  shall  leave 
them,  therefore,  to  the  judgment  of  ine  Senate  and 
the  country,  and  pass  on  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  more  immediately  iu  hand.  1  have  before 
annocmced  on  this  floor,  that,  as  often  as  gentlemen 
might  see  fit  to  renew  these  assaults  upon  the 
States  and  upon  State  credit.  I  felt  bound,  and 
held  myself  prepared,  to  meet  them;  and  I  intend  to 
fulfil  the  promise  then  made.  It  is  a  solemn  duty 
I  owe  to  my  constituents  to  interpoHC  in  every  sucn 
case.  And  what  excites  my  special  wonder  is,  the 
distrust— the  unusual  and  unjustifiable  distrust — of 
the  people,  maniiested  by  these  attempts  to  force  on  a 
discussion  here,  for  no  conceivable  purpose,  unless 
it  be  to  forestall  and  control  the  action  of  the  public 
mind.  ^ 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  TMr.  Mc- 
Dufpte]  has  been,  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  his  remarks  which  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  hear,  contending- against  propositions  which 
have  not  been  presented  or  suggested  here,  ujx>n 
which  we  are  not  required  to  act,  and  which,  so  far 
as  they  exist  at  all,  are  mere  subjects  of  disctission 
and  inquiry  among  the  people;  and  shall  we  assume 
uj)on  ourselves  the  power,  or  attempt,  in  any  wa^f, 
to  atrest  ^^^  people  in  their  discussions  and  inqui- 
ries') A^^  ^"^y  ^^^  ^^  ^  trussed  to  deliberate,  to 
djo?  -4  and  inquire  into  public  measures,  and 
Hiai^  lio  their  minds  as  to  the  direction  they  may 
^  «^  to  giv«  ^  ^^^^^  vnh^c  aflairsi'  Shall  we  un- 
^^  0*  1.  to  control  and  direct  them  in  the  exercise  of 


ttus  great  and  fundamental  right,  and  te^cb  then) 
how  they  are  to  demean  themselves  upon,  such 
questions  as  the  gentleman  has  didcossedl  or.is,it 
not  rather  our  duty,  as  the  mere  agents  o{  the  States 
and  people,  to  conform  our  action  to  their  wUil 
They  are  the  sovereigns— we  the  agents;  »nd  aiti 
we  so  terribly  afraid  of  the  ignorance,  or  incomp^ 
lence,  or  wickedness  of  t^ose  for  whom  we  are  sent 
here  to  act,  that  the  natural  order  oi  things  must  be 
reversed;  and  we  are  to  neglect  our  appropriate  and 
assigned  duties,  for  the  purf>OFc  of  teaching  them 
les^ns  in  advance,  and  checking  the  iree  and  full 
exercise  by  them  of  the  rights  of  inquiry  and  dis- 
cussion on  whatever  subject  they  please  to  discussi 
1  lather  think  it  is  our  duty  to  obey  the  behests  of 
public  opinion,  not  to  direct  or  contr(^  its  fiorma- 
tion.  Such  is  at  least  the  professed  doctrine,  and 
s^h  should  ^  the  practice  of  gentlemen.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDoypfia]  asks 
if  anybody  supposes  there  is  aj^y  ''inherent  wealth 
in  this  Qovemment,  or  that  they  have  thn  power  to 
give  to  the  people  any  more  money  than  they ^first 
extract  from  the  people!"  and  thence  he  ar^ea  all 
attempts  at  relief  are  worse  than  useless.  Now,  m^ 
1  will  admit  the  gentleman's  position,  bnt  deny  his 
conclusion;  because  you  already  have,  long  siBot, 
drawn  from  the  people  the  nM)ney  nec^saiy  to  tha 
ac<}uisition  of  that  vast  fund,  the  public  lands, 
which  is  adequate  and  ample  to  afford  all  the  relief 
now  wanted  or  asked  for,  and  which  you  most  un-» 
justly  withhold,  although  it  can  in  no  other  way  be 
so  well  and  beneficially  applied.  Here  is  an  im- 
mense property  of  almost  incalcijlable  value-,  a  part 
of  it  acquired  by  the  l^ood  and  treasure  of  our  revo* 
lutionary  fathers,  and  the  residue  purchfised  by 
money  long  since  contributed  by  the  people  gener- 
ally; which  is  useless,  or  worse  than  useless,  to  this 
Government,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  now  held 
and  disposed  of;  but  which,  properly  applied,  is 
much  more  than  ample  for  tne  relief  of  the  indebt* 
ed  States  and  the  whole  coramimity,  bnt  which  you 
sternly,  remorselessly  withhold,  turning  a  deaf  ear 
to  all  the  demands  from  ever^  quarter  for  the  re- 
lief it  could  afford;  and  false  issues  are  gotten  up 
about  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  which  nobody 
has  proposed,  or  thinks  of  proposing;  and  of  this  it  is 
that  I  complain,  and  against  which,  in  the  name  and 
in  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  I  enter  my 
most  solemn  protest. 

Sir^  it  has  been  argued  that  this  land  fund  i$  ut- 
terly insignificant,  and  therefore  yon  will  not  gtant 
it— surrender  it,  rather— to  its  rightful  owners, 
now  that  they  want  it.  and  are  in  distress.  This 
argument  confutes  itself.  If  the  fund  be  really  sq 
insignificant,  why  do  you  make  such  a  potner 
about  ifi  Why  not  vieid  it  at  once,  if  it  is  not 
worth  contending  fori  Be  it  ever  so  small,  a  little 
would  give  some  relief  to  people  in  distress;  it 
would  give  them  comfort,  ana  free  you  flrom  their 
vexatious  demands.  Yet  you  will  not  yield  it,  and 
your  refusal  proves  the  pretence  to  be  false.  It  is 
true  that  but  a  comparatively  small  sum  appears  to 
have  been  received  into  the  treasurer  during  the 
last  year  from  this  source;  but  then  it  is  equally 
true,  and  cannot  be  denied,  that,  until  very  lately, 
these  lands  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  yielded  an 
average  of  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  aiinually; 
and  there  is  no  dpubt  that  they  will,  under  a 
proper  administration,  again  yield,  in  a  very  little 
while,  as  much,  or  very  nearly  as  much.  Now, 
anybody  can  calculate  how  great  would  be  the  re- 
lief afforded  by  this  sum  annuallv  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  States.  A  child  can  tell  you  upon  what 
amount  of  State  debts  it  would  pay  the  interest,  at 
three  or  at  six  per  cent.  There  is,  sir,  a  steady  but 
constantly  increasing  demand  for  the  public  lands 
for  settlement  and  cultivation,  bearing  a  just  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  our  population,  from 
natural  causes,  and  by  emigration  to  the  country. 
This  demand  has  always  heretofore  been,  and 
must,  in  the  nature  of  thines,  continue  to  be,  pro» 
gressively  increasing.  Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the 
fund  is  insignificant,  or  that  as  much  will  not  be  de- 
rived ftrom  it  in  future,  if  properly  administered, 
as  it  has  heretofore  yielded.  But  gentlemen  may 
ask,  why  there  is  so  little  derived  from  it  justnow'l 
I  answer,  these  are  extraordinary  times  of  em- 
barrassment and  difficultv,  and,  to  some  extent, 
the  land  sales  are  affected  thereby;  but  they  are 
much  more  materially  and  fatally  affectedly  the 
manner  in  which  these  lands  are  now  disposed  of. 
There  is  no  inducement,  under  your  present  pre- 
emption laws,  to  purchase  at  all;  on  the  contrary, 
tbere  is  every  possible  inducement  to  delay  pur- 
chasing.   As  soon  as  a  disuict  of  country  is  sur^ 
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The  Bankrupt  Law — Mr*  Huntington. 


TtjTid  under  yoar  present  laws,  settlers  ba^e  a 
rif  ht  to  go  upon,  ana  make  selections  of  the  best 
and  moett  choici;  pNortions  of  it,  and  they  acquire  the 
light  of  pre-emption;  that  is,  tbey  acquire  the  right 
to  hold  their  seulements  against  all  tne  world,  on 
condition  only  that  they  shall  pay  the  Govern- 
BMnt  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  whenever 
fbe  Ezecative  shall  please  to  have  it  sold.  This 
sale  he  may  order  in  one  year,  or  not  for  twenty 
Tears;  and.  so  long  as  the  public  sale  is  not  made 
oy  order  or  the  President,  tire  settlers  bold  and  en- 
joy the  lands  without  interest  on  the  purchase  mo- 
ney. .  They  are  purchasers  on  a  credit,  at  the  will 
Of  the  President,  witboqt  interest.  Who  can  ex- 
pect that  sales  will  be  made,  or  much  revenue 'de- 
rived from  these  lands,  under  such  a  systeml 

Many  years  ago  it  was  found  that  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  upon  a  credit  was  unwise,  and 
created  the  dangerous  relation  of  debtor  and  credit- 
or between  the  Government  and  too  many  of  its 
citizens.  That  policy  was,  therefore,  then  changed 
— the  existing  debts  were  forgiven,  by  allowing  sur- 
renders, the  price  of  the  lands  reduced  one-half, 
and  casn  sales  prescribed  for  the  future.  But,  bv 
some  sort  ot  legerdemain,  we  have  now  got  back 
to  credit  sales  in  a  ten  times  more  destructive  and 
dangerous  form.  How  many  thousand  voters  are 
now  on  the  public  lands,  the  debtors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  fact,  under  the  disguise  of  pre-eraption- 
ers,  at  the  mere  will  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  for  millions  of  dollars?  How  anxious  must 
they  not  be  to  prolong  their  credit,  since  they  pay 
no  ioteresti  and  how  diflScult  must  it  not  be  for  a 
President  to  resist  their  solicitations  to  delay  the 
sales?  and  bow  dangerous  is  not,  or  may  not  this 
absolute  eontrol  over  the  interests  of  such  numbers 
of  people  become,  in  the  hands  of  an  Executive  of 
thiscoontryl  Sir,  this  system  must  be  changed. 
The  people  will  not  longer  consent  that  so  great 
and  valuable  an  inheritance  shal^  be  appropriated 
to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  few,  while  others  are  suf- 
iering  for  the  want  of  their  just  proportion;  neither 
will  they  much  longer  allow  so  great  and  such  dan- 
gerous power  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  Presi- 
dent. 

Something  was  said  in  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject of  State  debts  the  other  day,  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allbn,]  about  British  bankers 
and  British  brokers.  I  did  not  distinctly  under- 
stand the  application  of  those  remarlra,  but  supposed 
they  were  intended  to  lessen  the  sense  of  obligation 
to  pay  these  bonds,  because  they  were  held  by  such 
people.  Mr.  President,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
bai^Kers  or  brokers,  British  or  American.  I  have 
no  interest  in  these  matters,  except  as  a  tax-payer, 
my  taxes  I  find  are  heavy,  and  to  pay  them 
I  am  obliged  to  part  with  means  necessary  to  pro- 
vide properlv  for  the  comfort  of  myself  and  chil- 
dren. Yet,  sir,  I  do  pay  them  promjptfy  and  willing- 
ly; and,  sir,  these  children  shall  toil— yea,  sir,  they 
and  their  sire  shall  toil,  in  the  earth,  so  long  as  this 
arm  is  nerved  or  this  heart  is  warm,  sooner  than 
the  fair  fame  of  our  State  shall  be  tarnished  by  a 
refusal  to  pay  to  the  last  cent  of  our  debts,  no  mat- 
ter who  holds  our  bonds.  Oar  debts  have  been 
fairly  contracted;  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God  and 
the  efficacy  of  human  energy,  we  of  Maryland  will 
toil  on  to  the  last^  and  submit  to  all  sorts  of  priva- 
tions, but  we  will  redeem  our  plighted  faith.  Re- 
pudiation has  no  hold  in  our  soil;  there  were  but 
two  members  of  our  last  Legislature  who  were  sup- 
posed to  countenance  such  a  doctrine,  and  they 
representing  counties  always,  I  believe,  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  produced  our  indebtedness, 
and  therefore  surly  and  discontented  under  the 
pressure  of  the  necessary  taxation;  and  yet,  sir, 
those  two  gentlemen  met,  upon  their  return  home, 
the  indignant  frowns  of  their  noble-minded  con- 
stituenqr,  and  were  dismissed  from  the  public  ser- 
vice. Those  constituents  feel,  and  deeply  feel,  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  and  are  disappointed  and  dis- 
satisfied to  find  that  direct  taxation  has  come  upon 
them;  but,  nevertheless,  they  prefer  iheir  difficulties, 
and  will  bear  them  willingly,  taxes  and  all,  rather 
than  sobmit  to  dishonor.  There  is  still  alive 
among  them,  sir,  (and  long  may  it  be  cherished !) 
that  proud  spirit  of  sturdy  independence  and  con- 
scious integrity  which  characterized  their  honored 
ancestry.    They  will  never  repudiate  iheir  debts. 

But,  sir,  while  we  intend  to  exert  our  every 
nerve  to  maintain  our  honor  and  meet  all  our  en- 
gagements—while we  shall  be  delving  to  earn  the 
means  necessary  for  our  subsistence  and  for  this 
purpose,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  forget,  in  the  midsi 
pf  our  toils  and  privations,  that  there  are  those  that 


could  easily  relieve  us,  and  who  will  not;  that 
there  are  those  who,  having  our  means  in  their 
hands  as  our  trustees — means  wbich  our  blood  and 
treasure  have  before  acquired,  and  which  are  am- 
ple for  our  relief^yet  coldly  withhold  those  means 
from  our  use,  and  turn  wiin  disdain  from  our  suf- 
fering and  our  wants;  nay,  more,  who  select  this 
very  time  to  aggravate  both,  by  unnatural  and  un- 
called-for assauks  upon  our  credit.  Sir,  we  cannot 
and  we  will  not  forget  nor  overlook  these  thing?*. 
We  come  not  to  you  as  mendicants,  asking  you  to 
assume  or  pay  our  debts.  No,  sir;  we  disdain  all 
such  abasement.  But  we  ask,  we  demand  our 
rights— our  fair  proportion  of  a  vast  common 
property,  which  you  are  wasting,  and  which 
would  make  us  happy  if  you  would  but  relax  your 
iron  grasp. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  subject  was  to 
enter  into  our  next  elections;  aniih  I  suppose  the 
object  of  gentlemen  is  to  make  up  issues  for  that 
election.  I  am  willing,  quite  willing,  to  go  down 
to  the  election  upon  this,  the  true  issue,  as  I  now 
put  it.  Gentlemen  must  not  expect  me  to  allow 
them  to  make  up  false  issues  upon  a  Question  so 
vitally  interesting  to  iny  constituents.  No,  sir;  if 
justice  is  to  be  withheld  from  us,  1  will  at  least  see 
that  the  true  issue  is  made;  and  upon  that  I  am 
ready  to  meet  gentlemen  before  the  people.  I  go 
for  relief— relief,  by  applying  to  the  present  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  people  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  which  are  rigntfullv  theirs,  and  wkich 
you  are  wasting;  and  I  have  before  shown,  though 
you  now  disguise  the  fact,  that  this  fund  properly 
administered  i^  ampiv  sufficient  to  afiord  us  great 
and  permanent  relief. 

I  offer  you,  Mr.  President,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  McDuFFiE,]  the  following: 

Resolved^  That  most  wisely  did  the  fathers  of  the 
Republic,  in  establishing  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  so  frame  that  sacred  instrument  that 
it  should  be  plain,  easily  understood,  and  intelli- 
gible to  all  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate  as  a  rule 
of  action;  and  that  it  is  not  competent  for  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  established  by  it,  to 
enlarge  or  contract  its  true  meaning,  of  which  the 
citizens  are,  and  of  necessity  must  be,  in  the  last 
resort,  the  exclusive  judges. 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  assigned  duty 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  the 
Constitution  to  the  people;  and  every  sucn  attempt 
is  a  departure  from  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, and  argues  a  distrust  in  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self-government,  unwarranted  alike  by 
our  past  history,  and  the  present  enlightened  state 
of  the  public  mind. 

Resolved^  That,  whilst  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  th^ 
Constitution  for  the  people,  it  is  its  most  solemn 
duty  to  exercise  the  powers  intrusted  to  it  by  that 
instrument,  in  the  true  spirit  and  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  trust,  for  the  promotion  of  the  hap- 
piness and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

Resolved^  therefore^  The  happin&ss  of  the  peo- 
ple now  requiring  it,  and  lull  power  over  the 
subject  being  given  to  Congress,  that  provision 
should  be  made,  without  further  delay,  for  the  fair 
and  equal  distribution,  among  all  the  States,  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in  such  manner  as 
will  best  tend  to  remove  or  alleviate  ihe  evils  ot 
direct  taxation,  under  which  the  people  of  some 
of  the  States  are  now  suffering,  and  which  threaten 
soon  inevitably  to  be  visited  upon  other  States. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  HUNTINGTON, 

OP  CONNEC I ICUT. 
In  Senate,  FU^ruary  25, 1843.— On  the  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act. 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  it  was  no  part 
of  his  purpose  to  address  the  Senate  on  the  general 
subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act.  There 
was  one  reason  (among  many  others)  which  would 
deter  him  from  making  a  speech  Tunc;  and  that  was, 
the  necessity  imposed  on  the  Senate  to  devote  the 
few  remaining  days  of  the  session  to  action  instead 
o( debate.  Our  unfinished  business  was  very  great 
and  public  expediency  and  private  justice  both  de- 
manded that  we  should  proceed  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  dispose  of  it.  It  might  be  added,  that  prob- 
ably the  opinion  of  every  Senator  was  matured, 
and  that  discussion  would  not  alter  it.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  had  risen  solely  to  assign  the  leasons  for  the 
vote  he  should  give.  This  it  was  proper  he  should 
do,  especially  since  the  appeals  which  had  been 


made  to  Senators  whose  votes  were  giTcn 
of  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  to 
particularly  by  the  Senator  from 
[Mr.  Choite.]  on  a  portion  of  whose 
fhould  be  pleased  to  comment,  if  the 
fore  the  Senate  should  allow  it.   He  sboald 
himself  to  a  brief  explanation  of  hi?  pontkn^j 
of  the  reasons  for  the  course  he  shoaSd 
Mr.  H.  said  it  was  well  known  that  hereiolbre  k 
had  acted  with  those  who  were  desiroas  to  haiti 
bankrupt  law  a  part  of  our  system.    When  I  ctaa 
into  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  EL,)  such  an  act  wuw^ 
der  consideration;  and  the  ffrst  vote  which  I  gavt 
here  was  upon  a  proposition  which  related  to  n4- 
jecting  banking  corporations  to  the  provisiaBi  of 
the  act.    I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  seket 
committee  to  which  that  act  was  referred  tor  t«- 
vision  and  finad  modification.    It  received  all  tk 
attention  I  was  able  to  give  it,^nd   it  had  sf 
support  both  in  debate  and  by  voce.    I  ooeiinadi 
to  advocate  and  vote  for  a  bankrupt  act  ontC  k 
passed  the  Senate.    In  doing  so,  while  I  folkyved 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgiment,  I  believed  tte 
I  was  carrying  out  the  views  and  wishes  o(  i 
large  majority  of  my  constituents,     i  was  awaze 
that  there  was  somewhat  of  a  divided  opintcn  m. 
the  State  which  I  represent.    I  presented  muf 
pecitions,  numerously  signed,  in  favor  of  a  beUt- 
rupt  \?Sr;  and  very  few  in  opposition  to  iL    I 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  sentiment  of  the 
State  was,  in  general,  favorable  to  its  passage.  I  wis, 
however,  left  to  the  free  and  unbiased  expreasioc 
of  my  own  views,  and  to  such  action  as  my  judg- 
ment should  dictate, by  a  State  which  knew  i  wooSl 
act  from  correct  motives,  and  from  a  con»:ientif»» 
regard  to  duty,  and  which  has,  on  md^e  than  one 
occasion,  given  me  the  highest  proofs  of  her  ccni- 
dence.    And  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  do  not  affirm  nov, 
that  I  either  misunderstood  the  opinions  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  or  that  they  have  undergooeaij 
change  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  at  the  time  when  it  was  enacted.    But  they  are 
now  of  opinion  th^t  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  I  btn 
received  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Coa- 
necticut  on  this  subject,  but,  as  directory  and  au- 
thoritative, they  do  not  control  my  action.    I  do 
not  believe  in  the  modern  d#trine  of  instructioes. 


Qtroj 
do< 


Indeed,  there  is  hardly  any  doctrine  which  I  coo- 
sider  more  palpably  unconstitutional,  and  more 
eminently  dangerous,  than  that  which  declares  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  a  Senator  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Legislature  or  to  resign.  But  I  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  any  argument  on  this  point  If,bov- 
ever,  I  did  acknowledge  the  right  to  require  obe* 
dience  to  such  orders,  I  should  obey  them  or  re- 
sign. I  should  not  profess  to  be  a  believer  in  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  and  declare  my  readincn 
to  obey,  and  at  the  same  time  quibble  abom  WDnfa^ 
and  plead  in  abatement,  or  demur  specially  to  the 
instructions,  and  thus  avoid  a  comjdiance  by  object- 
ing to  the  form  in  which  the  order  had  been  passed. 
But,  as  I  utterly  deny  any  such  authority  oo  Uie 
part  of  a  Legislature,  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  this 
point.  The  opinion  of  such  a  body  I  shall  treat 
with  (espect;  and,  if  1  find  it  to  be  the  expresaoo 
of  the  public  opinion,  maturely  formed  upon  qoes- 
tion$  of  national  policy,  and  thai  in  aupponis{ 
that  opinion  no  sacrifice  of  conscience,  or  honor, 
or  constitutional  duty,  is  required  of  me,  it  will  ^^ 
ceive  from  me  all  that  attention  and  respect  uui 
weight  which,  under  such  circumstances,  it  emiDfBt- 
ly  deserves.  With  some  exceptions,  (of  men  of  ihe 
highest  character*  for  intelligence  and  moral  worth,) 
the  Slate  which  I  represent  is  now  decidedly  op- 
posed, as  I  believe,  to  the  continuance  of  the  honr- 
rupt  law.  The  opinions  of  the  people  of  that 
Commonwealth  have  not  been  hastily  formed,  Dor 
are  they  the  result  of  bias,  or  prejudice,  or  caprice. 
They  have  been  deliberately  formed,  after  a  ctr^ 
ful  examination  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  operation 
of  the  law;  and  my  constiments  have  spoken,  ifl 
va  rious  forms,  in  language  which  cannot  be  mis- 
understood, and  in  a  manner  which  leaves  do 
room  for  doubt  as  to  their  wishes.  The  bankrupt 
law  is  considered  by  them  as  a  measure  which 
their  interests  and  those  of  the  Union  reaairc 
should  not  be  persevered  in,  and  which  oonitio 
be  repealed.  And  now  (said  Mr.  H  )I  consiierit 
proper  to  carry  out  these  views  of  my  constitueois. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  they  have  a  right  to 
speak,  and  regarding  which  their  wishes  should  be 
carried  into  effect.  It  is  their  right  to  say  ihtt 
they  believe  their  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
country  generally,  will  be  promoted  by  the  repeal  of 
the  bannupt  law.    They  nave  exercised  that  rifh; 
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A  different  forms,  which  are  plain  and  intelligible, 
ind  which  admit,  in  my  judgment,  of  no  rtasona- 
die  donbc.  They  believe  that  those  interests  reqaire 
bat  the  act  shall  not  be  continued  as  a^^rt  of  ihf 
aw  ot  the  land.  In  voting,  therefore,  as  I  shall  do, 
or  the  repeal  of  the  law,  I  shall  act  in  aceordance, 
IS  I  think,  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  who  sent 
ne  here — shall  respond  to  the  calf  made  upon  me 
>v  my  fellow-citizens  who  have  given  me  this 
)lace  of  responsibility  and  honor— and  perform  an 
ict  which  will  be  in  accordance  with  their  dearly 
ULpressed  opinions,  and  their  convictions  of  what 
5  required  67  principles  of  private  justice  and  pub- 
ic expediency.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  considered  it 
proper  to  make  this  explanation,  and  would  leave 
he  subject  without  furiner  remaik.. 

[The  following  st>eech  was  made  at  the  2d  session 
>f  the  87th  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  its  date; 
>ut  it  was  not  written  ont  by  the  member  and  de- 
ivered  to  us  iratil  after  the  Appendix  for  that  ses- 
ion  was  completed,  which  will  account  for  its  ap- 
)earance  in  this  volume.] 

3PEECH  OP  MR.  J.  C.  EDWARDS, 

OF  MIseOURL 
Ftt  (Ae  House  of  Represeniatives,  July  11, 1842. — On 

the  tariC 

Mr.  CHinutfAN :  The  hour  is  late,  and  the  House 
is  thin,  and  several  members  yet  wish  to  speak; 
md  in  two  hours  after  we  meet  to-morrow,  this 
If  bate  will  be  closed,  under  the  resolution  adopted 
'or  that  purpose. 

I  shall  say  only  enough  to  show  my  position  on 
he  tariff.  One  hour  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  me 
0  go  into  the  subject  fully;  and  in  less  than  one 
lour  I  can  state  my  poiuts.  and  give  the  character 
)f  my  tables,  and  show  the  position  I  occupy  in 
reference  to  the  tariff.  At  this  late  hour,  and  &o 
lear  the  close  of  this  debate,  1  cannot  expect  to  do 
nore.  I  may  not,  then,  occupy  even  the  time  al- 
owed  me;  but  if,  hereafter,  1  write  out  my  speech, 
[  may  a^rail  myself  of  t]|^  usual  liberty  under  the 
lour  rnle — that  of  writing  even  more  than  I  may 
lay. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill.  I  am  not  only  opposed 
o  this  bill,  bnt  I  have  objections  to  any  tariff.  But 
[  am  especially  opposed  to  this  bill.  It  has  unusual 
'eatures  for  a  tariff— features  more  than  usually 
>bjectionable.  Its  general  teodencies  will  be  to  en- 
tourage domestic  manufactures;  to  cut  off  foreign 
importations;  and  to  drive  this  Government  into  a 
tystem  of  direct  taxation.  But,  in  the  progress  of 
my  remarks,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  less  objec- 
ion  to  the  general  tendencies  of  the  bill,  than  to  its 
particular  features.  Any  tariff  would  have  the 
same  general  tendencies;  but  a  more  moderate 
ariff  would  hasten  the  same  results  less  rapidly. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill;  but  I  am  not  unfriendly 
to  manufactures,  and  never  have  been,  but  have  al- 
ways been  friendly  to  them.  I  have  sief^n  many  ^f 
hem  flourish  in  our  country,  and  have  taken  great 
pleasure  in  doing  so;  and  I  hope  that  such  as  can 
be  made  profitable  will  continue  to  flourish.  The 
manufacture  of  those  things  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  have  during  a  state  of  war,  we  should  en- 
courage at  any  expense,  and  at  all  hazards. 

I  am  opposed  to  a  tariff:  but  we  necessarily  have 
one;  and,  while  that  is  the  case,  a  fair  protection 
will  be  given  to  our  manufactures  generally.  But 
that  tariff  which  will  give  the  mosi  revenue,  under 
existing  circumstances,  will  give  as  much  protec- 
tion as  the  manufacturing  interest  should  ask  for. 
Too  high  a  tariff  will  lead  to  results  unfavorable 
to  the  manafacturiog  interests  themselves.  A  high 
tariff  will  reduce  our  revenue  too  much,  and  force 
ns  too  soon  to  direct  taxation,  even  for  the  manufactu- 
ring interests.  It  will  force  into  existence  manu- 
factures which  cannot  be  profitable  except-under  a 
high  tariff,  and  wtiich  must  be  abandoned  when 
we  are  driven  to  direct  taxation. 

The  lowest  revenue  standard  is  the  highest  pro- 
tection that  should  be  asked.  The  expense  of  im- 
porting Ibreign  merchandise  cannot  be  less  than  ten 
per  cent,  and  often  reaches  fifteen.  If  it  reaches 
only  ten,  this  is  a  protection  of  ten  per  cent,  to  our 
domestic  manufactures.  If  our  tariff  be  only  twen- 
ty per  cent.,  this,  added  to  the  expense  of  import- 
ing, will  make  a  protection  of  at  least  thirty  per 
cent.  This  ought  to  be  enough.  But  this  pro- 
tection has  always  been  much  more,  and,  under  . 
<Aii  bill,  will  be  greatly  more— not  less  than  forty   { 


or  forty-five  per  cent.,  on  an  average;  and,  on 
manv  articles,  one  hundred  per  cent. 

The  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  the  great  leading 
employment  in  our  country.  Almost  every  man 
who  has  no  employment  more  profitable,  engages  in 
agriculture.  Almost  every  man  who  engages  in 
any  trade,  or  traffic,  or  speculation,  or  manufacture, 
does  so  because  he  believes  it  more  profitable  than 
cultivating  the  soil.  And  a  great  question  in  this 
discussion  is,  whether  we  should  make  other  pursuits 
more  proJUable  than  agriculture.  We  are  not 
forced  into  the  manufacturing  system  for  want  of 
land  to  cultivate.  We  shall  have  plenty  of  room 
for  all  our  population  for  years  to  come,  and  much 
to  spare. 

By  our  last  census,  we  have  3,717,750  persons 
engaged  in  agriculture.  01  all  the  other  classes, 
but  978,651  have  employments.  Of  this  number, 
15,203  are  engaged  in  minine;  117,575  in  com- 
merce; 56,025  in  navigating  the  ocean;  33,067  in 
navigating  canals  and  riversf  65,236  engaged  in 
the  learned  nrofessions;  and  791,545  in  manufae- 
tures  and  trades.  The  popijilation  engaged  in  agri- 
culture is  about  five  times  as  great  as  that  engaged 
in  manufactures  and  trades  both  together.  All  the 
other  interests  of  the  country  bear  out  a  small  pro- 
portion to  the  agricultural.  It  is  the  leading  employ- 
ment in  point  of  numbers;  and  they  have  the  power 
to  say — if  they  choose  to  say  it — whether  they  will 
be  taxed  to  support  other  classes,  or  not:  and,  if  so, 
then  how  much.  The  tax  on  imported  ^oods  is  a 
tax  on  the  people  at  large,  and  a  protection  to  the 
manufacturers,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  the  tax. 

We  must  have  a  revenue.  If  we  raise  it  by  a 
tax  on  importations  generally,  then  we  must  pro- 
tect manufactures  to  the  extent  of  the  tax  on  manu- 
factured articles.  More  protection  than  this  should 
not  be  asked.  If  any  description  of  manufac- 
tures is  more  profitable  in  our  Gk)vernment  than 
agriculture— our  great  leading  employment — then 
that  description  of  manufiicture  can  be  put  into 
operation,  and  can  be  encouraged  and  made  to  pros- 
per, without  the  aid  and  protection  of  Government. 
If  any  description  of  manufactures  is  only  equally 
profitable  witn  agriculture,  then  that  description  of 
manufacture  may  be  put  into  operation,  and  made 
to  flourish  as  well  as  agriculture  itself,  without  the 
aid  and  protection  of  the^Govemment.  If  any  de- 
scription of  manufacture  be  less  profitable  than 
agriculture,  that  can  be  put  into  operation  and 
made  to  flourish  only  by  taxing  agriculture,  and  the 
more  profitable  descriptions  of  manufactures,  and 
other  pursuits,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  protect  the 
tmprontable  manufactures. 

The  tax  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  levying  on 
imported  goods  for  revenue,  has  operated,  to  the 
extent  of  that  tax,  as  a  protection  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures. If  the  tax  for  revenue  be  twenty  per 
cent.,  then  those  manufactures  which  are  twenty 
per  cent,  less  profitable  than  agriculture  can 
be  put  into  operation,  and  made  to  flourish  as  well 
as  agriculture.  If  any  description  of  manu- 
facture requires  more  protection  than  twenty  per 
cent.,  then  the  question  may  well  be^n  to  arise, 
whetner  this  manufacture  is  not'  cosimg  the  other 
pursuits  of  the  country  more  than  it  is  worth.  We 
must  have  revenue;  and,  while  we  continue  the 
system  of  imposts,  we  must  give  protection;  but 
that  protection  should  not  be  made  to  cost  tis  too 
much. 

It  is  wrong  to  impose  taxes  upon  profitable  em- 
ployments, to  encourage  unprofitable  employments; 
to  drive  capital  from  profitable  investments  to  un- 
profitable investments;  to  drive  people  from  prof- 
itable labor  to  unprofitable  labor.  When  the  Gk)v- 
emment  does  so,  the  country  suffers  a  clear  loss 
of  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  employments, 
and  of  the  expense  in  making  the  exchange  from 
one  employment  to  the  other.  When  she  does  so, 
she  acts  the  part  of  an  unwise  and  foolish  Gov- 
ernment, and  retards  her  own  progress  to  great- 
ness, and  that  of  her  people  to  happiness  and 
wealth.  Her  interference  with  the  labor  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  may  enrich  a  few  of  her 
citizens;  but,  in  proportion  as  partial  legislation 
enriches  a  few— and,  perhaps,  in  a  still  greater  pro- 
portion  it  will  impoverish  the  balance.     And, 

what  is  still  worse:  her  influence,  when  exercised, 
operates  fo^  ^^^  benefit  of  the  wealthy,  and  to  the 
injury  of  the  poor.  If  she  interferes  at  all  in  the 
emplQ^LjeOts  of  her  citizens,  her  interference 
shoii)/   nprate  in  the  other  direction.    It  would 


to  be  hoarded  in  the  coffers  of  the  rich.  But  the 
Government  should  interfere  with  neithe/.  Hands 
should  be  kept  off.  Each  should  be  allowed  to  seek 
the  employment  which  nature  and  circumstances, 
unconnected  with  partial  legislation,  have  rendered 
most  profitable;  and  each  should  be  allowed  to  reap 
the  full  fruits  of  his  own  industry  and  labor.  Give 
every  man  an  equal  chance.  OioA,  no  doubt,  wills 
that  each  should  have  fair  play.  One  part  of  us 
should  claim  no  advantage  over  the  balance  of  our 
countrymen;  and  the  balance  of  us  should  submit 
to  no  in«*quality  which  Gk>d  himself  has  not  cre- 
ated. We  should  submit  quietly  to  no  law  which 
gives  to  one  part  of  our  community  advantages,  or 
privileges,  or  immunities,  which  tne  balance  of  ns 
do  not  enjoy;  and  we  should  oppose  all  lawr  which 
tend  to  create  distinctions,  whetner  in  wealth,  or  in 
rank,  or  in  titles.  As  a  general  rnle,  the  Gh}vem- 
ment  should  aid  no  class  of  her  citizens,  When  she 
must  do  it  at  \ht  expense  of  othtfr  classes,  no  matter 
bow  large  or  how  smaH.  No  one  part  of  onr  coun- 
try, and  no  one  class  of  our  citizens,  should  bie  made 
subservient  to  another. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill — first,  because  it  is  pro- 
hibitory; second,  because  it  contains  the  minimum 
principle;  third,  because  it  taxes  sugar,  and  coffee, 
and  salt;  fourth,  because  the  general  rate  of  duties 
is  too  high  for  the  purposes  of  revenue;  fifth,  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  repeal  the  twenty  per  cent, 
clause  in  the  distribution  acti  sixth,  because  under 
this,  as  well  as  under  any  other  tariff,  the  taxes 
collected  are  not  in  proportion  to  the  property  pro- 
tected— the  poor  often  paying  as  mucn  as  the  rich, 
and.frequenily  more;  and,  seventh,  because  of  all 
others,  the  system  of  imposts  is  the  most  expensive, 
and  consequently  the  most  oppressive,  system  of  tax- 
ation. 

1.  This  bill  prohibits  the  importation  of  many 
articles.  So  far,  it  is  unconstitutional:  No  power 
is  granted  to  this  Government  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  goods.  And  tnis  Government 
can  do  only  what  she  is  empowered  to  do  by  the 
Constitution.  It  H  otherwise  with  the  State  Gov- 
ernments :  they  can  do  whatever  they  are  not 
restrained  by  their  constitution  from  doing.  If  the 
people  of  a  State  had  no  constitution,  their  Legisla- 
ture would  be  unrestiained,  and  could  do  anything 
in  the  power  of  a  legislative  body  to  do.  But  our 
States  have  constitutions,  and  these  constitutions 
restrain  the  action  of  the  Stale  Legislatures,  by  pre- 
scribing what  they  shall  not  do;  but  leave  them  the 
power  to  do  everything  which  a  legislative  body 
can  do^  except  those  things  which  the  constitutions 
prohibit  them  from  doing.  Not  so  with  Congress — 
the  Legislature  of  the  United  States.  She  can  ex- 
ercise only  such  powers  as  are  delegated  to  her  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  had  ever  existed  on  this  point,  that 
doubt  should  have  been  forever  settled  by  the  tenth 
amendment  to  the  ConBtitution.  This  amendment 
provides  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  No  powers  are  vested 
in  this  Government,  except  such  as  are  "delegated 
to  the  United  Stales  by  the  Constitution."  No  pow- 
er is  ^iven  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  |^6ods. 
The  power  given  to  Congress  on  t)ie  subject  of 
taxation  is  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dutie^  im- 
posts, and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States."  Taxes  must  be  laid  and  collected 
"to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,"  and  not  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  merchandise;  and  by  that  means  to 
give  aid  to  the  manufacturers,  or  anv  other  partic- 
ular class.  If  taxes  are  to  be  laid  "to  pay  debts," 
then  they  must  be  laid  to  collect  revenue,  else  no 
"debts"  can  be  paid.  But  taxes,  duties,  and  im- 
posts, laid  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  merchan- 
dise, are  not  intended  to  collect  revenue  "to  pay 
debus;"  and  do  not  collect  revenue,  but  prevent  the 
collection  of  revenue;  and  are,  therefore,  uncon- 
stitutional. 

2.  This  bill  is  odious,  because  it  contains  the  mini- 
mum principle.  On  cotton  manufactures,  this  hill 
fixes  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
expression  "ad  valorem"  does  not  mean,  under 
this  bill,  according  to  actual  value^  but  a^cordifig  to 
the  value  which  the  bill  fixes  on  an  article.  But 
the  language  of  the  hill  explains  itself  It  provides 
"that  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cot- 
ton shall  be  a  component  part,  not  dyed,  colored, 
printed,  or  stained,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty 

I  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  valmrd  at  twentjf 
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cents  p<r  square  yard."  Thirty  per  cent,  on  a  yard, 
rt^uea  at  twenty  cents  per  yard,  is  six  cents  larifij 
ntking  the  article,  with  cost  and  tariff,  worth 
twenty-six  cents.  If  the  article  be  worth  anything 
less  than  twenty  cefats  per  yard,  it  is  still  valued  as 
if  worth  twenty  cents  per  yard,  and  is  taxed  six 
cents  accordingly.  If  the  ^ard  of  cotton  be  worth 
botsix  cents,  or  less  than  six  cents  per  yard,  (and 
many  descriptions  are  worth  less  than  six  cents,) 
still  they  are  valued  as  if  wonh  twenty  cents,  and 
pny  the  six  cents  tax  per  yard.  A  tax  of  six  cents 
on  fipoods  worth  but  &ix  cents,  is  a  tax  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  when  thg  bill  professes  to  be  but 
tliifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  It  U  unfortunate  that 
the  people  of  the  country  cannot  j^enerally  know 
that,  out  of  every  two  dollars  which  they  pay  for 
opRise  cotton  manufactures,  they  pay  one  in  the 
shape  of  taxes,  and  profits  on  taxes,  to  ihis  Govem- 
naent.  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  tax  falls  mainly 
upon  the  poor,  who  buy  the  coarse  article;  and  not 
upon  the  rich,  who  boy  thrfine  article.  It  is  un-' 
fortunate  that,  while  the  rich  pay  but  thirty  per 
cent,  upon  their  fine  cottons,  the  poor  are  compelled 
to  pay  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  their  coarse 
cottons.  It  may  be  answered  that  coarse  cottons  are 
still  sold  cheap.     If  this  be  so,  the  evil  still  exists. 

Cottons  imported  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than 
the<;o5t  and  the  lax.  If  the  cost  be  six  cents  per 
yaird,  and  the  tax  be  six  cents  per  yard,  then  the 
yard  must  be  sold  for  twelve  cents;  and,  at  that 
price,  ihe  seller  makes  no  profit.  It  may  be  said 
that  the  competition  in  making  the  domestic  arti- 
cle reduces  it  below  twelve  cents.  If  an  article, 
eqctal  to  the  imported  article,  worth  six  cents  per 
yard,  can  be  made  here  and  sold  for  eleven  cents 
per  yard,  this  will  exclude  the  importation  of 
the  foreign  article,  because  that  must  bring  twelve 
cents  per  yard— the  cost  and  the  tax— else  the  im- 
porter kwes  on  every  yai-d  of  it.  If  an  article  can 
be  made  here,  and  sold  for  less  than  twelve  cents, 
similar  to  a  Jbreign  article  which  costs  six  cents 
here,  and  pays  a  tax  of  six  cents,  then  the  manu- 
facture of  the  former  must  exclu!^?  the  importation 
of  the  latter.  If  for  an  article  equal  to  an  im- 
ported article,  worth  only  six  cents  per  yard,  we 
pay  our  home  manufacturer  eleven  cents  per  yard; 
then  we  give  him  a  bounty  of  five  cents  per  yard, 
and  this,  on  one  million  of  yards,  would  be  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  same  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that  "all 
manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton  shall 
be  a  component  part,"  "dyed,  colored,  printed,  or 
stained,  in  whole  or  in  part,  not  exceeding  in  value 
thirty  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at 
thirty  cents."  If  they  cost  but  six  cents,  they  shall 
be  valued  as  if  they  cost  thirty;  and  if  they  cost  but 
six  centsper  yard,  they  shall  pay  nine  cents  tax  per 
yard.  This  is  the  minimum  principle,  and  its  op- 
eration. I  shall  select  only  these  examples  from 
the  law.  The  principle  is  odious,  because  emi- 
nently unjust  to  the  poor,  and  i?rievously  oppressive. 

3.  This  bill  taxes  sugar,  cofiTee,  and  salt.  So  far  as 
the  tax  on  these  articles  goes,  (and  no  small  amount 
of  our  revenue  will  be  raised  Irom  them,)  they  di- 
minish the  bounties  which  we  pay  to  the  manufac- 
turer. Salt  should  be  excepted.  The  drawbacks 
on  this  article  about  equal  the  taxes  collected  from 
it  But  while  we  diminish  the  bounties  to  the 
manufacturer,  by  taxing  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  we 
increase  the  profits  paid  by  the  consumer  upon 
these  articles.  But  the  general  and  nearly  equal 
use  of  these  articles  among  all  classes,  rich  and 
poor,  is  the  principal  objection  to  taxing  them. 
The  poor  and  the  rich  have  families  about  equal  in 
size.  If  there  be  a  difference,  the  families  ol  the 
poor  are  generally  larger  than  those  of  the  rich. 
The  poor,  who  live  hard,  and  work  harder,  are 
strong,  robust,  and  hearty,  and,  consequently,  eat 
more.  The  rich,  who  live  easily,  and  work  none, 
are,  conscouently,  more  delicate  and  more  ab>ie- 
mious,  and  eat  less.  While  the  former  would  drink 
his  three  cuf)S  of  coffee,  the  latter  would  generally 
be  content  with  one.  The  poor,  then,  would  use 
more  sugar  and  coffee,  and  probably  more  salt,  than 
the  rich;  and  would,  therefore,  pay  more  taxes  on 
these  articles  than  the  rich.  This  would  be  against 
the  general  principle  thai  the  GotermntM  should 
collect  taxes  from  hrr  citizens  in  proportion  to  th£ 
properly  which  the  protects  for  thevi.  This  is  tax- 
ing provisions,  labor,  and  numbers,  instead  of  tax- 
ing property.  The  poor  cannot  escape  the  tax,  un- 
less they  deny  themselves  the  use  of  these  articles. 
This  they  do  not,  and  ought  not  to  do,  unless  you 
tax  them  too  heavily.  If  all  arc  not  supplied  bonn- 
UftiUy  wUh  togiT)  coffee,  and  salt,  they  ought  to  be; 


and  any  law  which  prevents  a  bountiful  supply  of 
these  articles,  is  a  cruel  and  an  oppressive  law.  And 
if,  by  the  tax,  yuii  prevent  the  people  from  eating, 
you  do  not  get  the  tax;  and  you  starve  them,  and  you 
practise  your  cruelly,  and  you  are  guilty  of  oppres- 
sion, without  getting  your  profit. 

4.  The  general  rate  of  duties  in  this  bill  is  too 
high.  The  object  of  the  tariff*  is  to  raise  revenue. 
I  am  willing  to  discriminate:  but  discriminations 
should  be  for  the  purposes  of  raising  revenue  and 
equalizing  the  taxes,  rather  than  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  one  cla«=;sof  citizens,  or  one  particular 
pursuit,  by  giving  th^m  part  of  the  profits  of  o:her 
classes  or  other  pursuits.  In  favor  of  those  articles 
which  are  indit^pensable  in  time  of  war,  we  should 
discriminate  But  for  manufacinres  generally, 
there  will  be  protection  enough  under  a  Uiriff*  for 
revenue,  without  any  unjust  and  oppressive  discrim- 
ination. Too  nruch  discrimination  will  ruin  the 
manufacturers  themselves.  It  will  amount  to  pro- 
hibition, and  prohibition  will  drive  us  to  direct  tax- 
ation. A  fair  revenue  tariff*  gives  as  much  protec- 
tion as  most  manufacturers  should  want. 

If  an  article  can  be  made  in  another  country,  for 
example,  and  so'd  to  us  25  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
we  can  make  and  sell  it,  then  we  ought  to  buy  the 
article  from  that  other  country,  instead  of  making 
it  ourselves;  and  we  should  direct  our  capital  and 
our  labor  to  som6  other  pursuits  more  profitable. 
No  man  has  a  right  to  call  upon  the  Grovernment 
to  make  his  employment  more  profitable  than  that 
of  other  men;  yet  ihe  Government  does  this  very 
thing.  By  an  ordinary  tariff*,  she  gives  to  the  man- 
ufacturer protection  to  the  amount  of  that  tariff;  and, 
to  that  amount,  advantage  over  other  pursuits,  only 
equally  profitable,  and  which  are  unprotected.  Of 
the  latter  class,  are  commerce,  navigation,  and 
agriculture.  The  latter  is,  to  some  extent,  pro- 
tected by  this  bill;  but  that  protection  is  a  mere  pre- 
tence, and  a  humbug.  You  protect  cotton,  hemp, 
and  tobacco,  when  the  fertility  of  our  soil,  and  the 
adaptation  of  our  climate  to  the  growth  and  pro- 
duction of  these  article?,  enable  us  to  make  them 
cheaper  than  any  part  of  the  world.  No  nation 
can  undersell  us  without  your  protection,  unless  you 
inflate  our  currency  J=o  as  to  make  u?  the  market 
and  the  common  receptacle  for  everything  which 
the  balance  of  the  world  produces.  We  not  only 
undersell  other  nations  at  home  in  these  articles, 
but  we  undersell  them  abroad.  Your  protection, 
then,  is  a  humbug  and  a  mockery. 

But  the  manufacturer  is  not  content  with  the 
advjmtage  which  a  lax  for  revenue  gives  him.  He 
wants  more.  He  wants  the  burdens  of  the  rev- 
enue collected  from  such  articles  as  are  manufac- 
tured by  himself.  He  does  not  buy  the  foreign 
article,  but  uses  his  own.'  He  pays  no  tax,  then, 
on  these  articles.  A  portion  of  his  countrymen 
buy  his  article,  and  pay  him  what  the  imported 
article  would  cast,  and  the  tax  on  the  imported 
article.  The  latter  part  of  the  price  of  his  article 
is  the  bounty  which  we  pay  to  him  as  protection. 
Another  pa  rt  of  his  countrymen  buy  the  imported  ar- 
ticle, and  they  pay  the  cost  of  that  article,  and  the  tariff* 
on  that  article;  and. from  this  class  arc  collected  the 
revenues  of  the  Government.  The  manufacturer 
escapes  the  tax;  the  purchaser  of  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle pays  a  tax  to  the  manufacturer,  instead  of 
paying  one  to  the  Government;  and  the  purchaser 
ot  the  imported  article  piys  all  the  revenue  of  the 
Government.  Then  you  not  only  protect  the  tran- 
ufacturer,  but  yoa  exempt  him  from  tax,  so 
far  as  he  consumes  his  own  manufacture  instead 
of  the  foreign. 

5.  This  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  20  per  cent, 
clause  in  the  distribution  law.  The  substance  of 
this  clause  is,  that  if  any  rate  of  duties  over  20  per 
cent,  is  imposed  after  the  passage  of  the  distribu- 
tion act,  then  the  distritmiinn  is  to  be  suspended. 
This  bill  proposes  to  raise  the  duties  above  20  per 
cent.,  and  at  the  same  lime  to  repeal  the  law  sus- 
pending the  distribution.  I  shall  say  nothing  now 
of  the  unconstitutionality  of  collecting  revenue  to 
distribute  among  the  States,  whether  it  be  from  the 
customs  or  from  the  public  lands.  The  inexpe- 
diency of  the  measure  is  objection  enough.  This 
Government  is  in  debt,  and  unable  to  pay— is  a 
beggar,  and  unable  to  borrow.  She  wants  to  give 
away  money,  when  sbe  has  none  for  her  own  use, 
much  less  to  give.  This  is  evidently  unwise  and 
impolitic;  but  this  subject  f  will  notice  further  here- 
after. 

G.  I  stated,  as  a  general  objection  to  a  tariff",  that 
the  taxes  paid  under  it  were  not  in  proportion  to 
the  property  protected  by  the  Oovennnent;  because 


the  poor  generally  paid  as  beavy^  taxes  under 
larifl*  as  the  rich,  and  often  tiiore.    Hie  lai 
sugar  is  one  example;  on  coff'ee',  another;  aad 
salt,  another.  The  tax  on  cottons  and  other  irti 
where  the  minimum  principle  prevatU,is  an 
ample  where  the  rich  pays  his  30  per  cent  oq 
cottons,  and  the  poor  100  per  cent,  on  coarse  ci 
These  are  inequalities  under  this  particulai 
but  no  tariff*  can  be  arranged  so  as  to  operate  eqi 
ly.    Their  unequal    operation "  is  an  objectin 
tariffs  generally.  The  manufacturer  is  measora 
exemjK  from  their  operation;  and  while  chers 
burdened  to  death,  he  is  eor*ched  by  the  in.   As 
disease  profits  the  physician,  and  kills  the  par 
so  the  larifFprofits  the  manufacturer,  and  rniiis 
consumer. 

7.  Of  all  others,  the  system  of  imposts  is 
most  expensive,  and,  couseqoepily,  tne  jnost 
pressive  system  of  taxatioii.  Prom  lySO  to  1 
including  both  years,  $210,707,592  were  art 
The  expense  of  colkcting  this  snm  ira8Sl(,160.1 
This  was  an  expense  of  over  7|  per  cent.  forc^JMli 
ing.  But  this  is  ndt  the  expense  which  I  alliidetiL 
as  making  it  a  most  expensive  and  oppressive  sj? 
tern  of  taxation.  I  allude  to  an  expense  fn-moit 
enormous,  extravagant,  and  oppressive,  lalltidi 
to  the  i^ofiu  which  are  paid  by  the  consnnerqm 
the  tax  which  goes  Into  th^'treasuiy.  Th  examiih 
ing  (his  part  of  the  subject,  I  may  not  allade  agaii 
to  the  1\  per  cent,  for  collecting.  That  is  two  is* 
significant  to  be  noticed  here;  but  the  accnmulaiici 
ofproAts  on  the  tax,  by  the  time  they  an  paid  \^ 
the  consumer,  amounts  to  a  ram  which  seemii^ 
credible  to  any  one  who  has  not  UMde  the  calcatt 
tion  for  himself. 

I  shall  examine  thisjpart  of  the  subject  as  it<ipo< 
ates  upon  the  West.  Of  part  of  that  comtry  I  htfe 
the  right  to  speak.  On  the  balance  of  the  UiiioB 
the  operation  is  of  the  same  character,  biit  boi  is 
every  part  to  the  sanie  extent;  but  is  exteasive  asd 
injurious  on  all,  after  you  leave  the  ssctioas  cf 
coumry  immediately  aroniui  the  importing  cities 
and  custom-houses. 

THe  goods  which  we  nse  in  the  West,  on  wWck 
the  tariff*  is  collected,  pass  first  through  the  basis 
of  the  importer;  second,  though  the  hands  of  tk 
jobber;  third,  through  the  handset  the  Western  07 
merchant;  fourth,  through  the  hands  of  the  village 
or  country  merchant;  and,  fifth,  into  the  bands  of 
the  consumer;  and  there  they  stop.  Ekch  ooeot 
these  persons  has  his  profit,  till  you  come  totbe 
consumer,  who  pays  all  the  profits  which  acetuio- 
late  on  the  goods  before  they  reach  his  hands,  aad 
makes  none  himself.  This  accumulation  of  profo 
applies  not  only  to  the  tax  upon  the  goods,  bat  also 
to  the  original  cost;  and  it  applies  not  only  to  for- 
eign goods,  but  also  to  domestic  goods  made  East; 
and  not  only  to  the  actual  valne  of  the  domestie 
goods,  but  also  to  any  bounty  which  we  may  pay 
to  the  manufacturer.  But  my  main  object  is,  10 
show  the  accumulation  of  profits  on  the  tariff,  aad 
the  expense  and  cost  of  collecting  revenue  by  tbat 
system. 

^  before  said,  the  goods  used  in  the  Westeo 
through  the  hands  of  the  importer,  the  jobber,  tbe 
Western  city  merchant,  the  village  or  cooinry 
merchant,  and  the  consumer.  To  the  imponer,  tk 
jobber  pays  ten  per  cent,  profit;  to  the  jobber,  ib« 
Western  city  merchant  pays  twenty  percent  profit 
tothe  Western  city  merchant,  the  village  or  coim*rf 
merchant  payH  thirty  per  cent,  profit;  aod  to  in 
village  or  country  merchant,  the  consumer  pays 
fifty  per  cent,  profit.  I  assume  these  as  the  average 
profits  charged.  These  profits  are  not  always  real- 
ized, because  under  the  credit  system  many  bad 
debts  are  contracted,  and  many  losses  are  sustained. 
But  these  profits  arecollectecl  from  those  who  pay. 
When  loafers  fail  to  pay,  working-meQ  art 
mulcted  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

If  the  profits  which  I  have  assumed  be  toobi^ 
that  does  not  change  the  principle,  or  prevent  ik 
enormous  accumulation  of  costs  in  collcdiog  the 
tariff  from  the  Western  people,  but  only  mitigam 
the  evil.  If,  in  any  ca^e,  I  have  assumed  pnote 
that  are  too  high,  those  who  know  the  prows  ac* 
tually  charged  can  correct  me,  and  can  easfly 
make  the  calculations  for  themselves  at  the  irvt 

Erofiis.  If  these  profits  are  thought  by  any  10  be 
igher  than  are  charged,  let  them  be  reduced  evtf 
one-half,  and  then  let  them  calculate  the  ^^ 
upon  the  tariff*  at  this  reduction;  and  they  wmiiA 
see  that,  of  all  systems  of  taxaiioi^it  is  (htaMC 
oppressive  and ,  ruinous  to  the  Wesien  Wfl^ 
The  same  remark  applies  to  other  poftiiM  of  A» 
Union,  bcrciiot  to  an  to  the  same  extent  Ibof 
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at  many  of  ihc  Western  village  and  country 
(fltebMts  purchase  their  own  goods  in  the  Bast- 
n  diiies,  and  thos  cutoff  the  profit  to  the  West- 
B  city  merchant;  bat  1  have  yet  to  learn  that 
•y  do  90  to  enabk  them  to  sell  their  goods  the 
««ftf,  and  that  iher  do  not  do  so  to  reap  the 
hole  amocmt  of  profits  thefiiselves.  But  if  they 
^iktf  cbeiiMr  in  sach.  cases,  still  this  only  miti- 
MS)  and  does  not  remove  the  erih  but  leaves 
t  lariir  still  the  most  ruinous  of  all  systems  of 
xition  on  tke  West.  And  what  is  worse— it  is 
linoaa  to  the  people  without  benefiting  the  Gov- 
nment.  Even  the  manufacturer  g^ns  but  a  pit- 
tee  of  what  the  consumers  k»e.  Even  the 
fder  in  merchandise  can  hardly  be  a  eainer  by 
•  bevvy  profits  paid  on  the  tariff.  If  he  pays 
»e  haadjed  per  cent,  tariff,  and  one  hundred  per 
Bt  coft,  it  is  true  ke  makes  as  much  profit  upon 
e  tarifiTaa  ke  BD^akes  upon  the  cost,  and  pays  only 
if  the  amount  of  frei^l,  dravage,  wharfage,  and 
)rage,and  gains  by  saving  half  these  expenses; 
It  tfieae  are  mefe  drops  in  the  bucket,  ana  make 
I  show  in  the  general  price  of  the  merchandise, 
is  inaatanceis  just  tne  same  as  if  he  paid  no 
rttTy  and  beught  twice  the  amount  of  goods.  And 
instead  of  one  htmdred  per  cent.,  the  merchant 
tid  BO  tariff,  he  could  then  trade  on  twice  as 
aay  goods,  and  make  the  same  profit,  and  run 
>  ereaier  risk;  and  the  consumer  would  be  bene- 
ed  by  getting  double  the  amount  of  goods  for 
CBftflae  amoi]&  of  money.  The  same  observa- 
>n8  applv  to  an^  tariff  Jess  than  one  hundred  per 
St.,  with  this  difference  only:  that,  as  you  dimin- 
h  the  tariff,  yon  diminish  the  injurious  opera- 
A  of  the  tari^  and  as  you  increase  the  tariff,  you 
crease  Its  ruinous  effects.  The  operation  of  the 
riff,  then,  not  only  ruins  the  consumer,  but  it 
ins  the  merchant  also.  The  latter  depends  upon 
e  former,  and  the  latter  fails  because  the  former 
ilt— the  latter  is  ruined  because  the  former  is 
lined.  When  you  break  down  the  farmer,  the 
trchant  has  no  shoulders  to  re&t  upon. 
Let  us  calculate  the  cost  of  the  tarifi'on  the  West- 
n  people;  and,  while  we  are  at  it,  we  can  loojc  at 
e  accumulation  of  profits  upon  the  original  cost 
an  article,  as  well  as  at  the  accumulation  of 
'ofits  upon  the  tariff  paid  on  that  cost.  It  will 
odnce  no  confusion  to  look  at  both  at  once.  We 
e  mined  by  both.  For  our  purpose,  let  us  as- 
ime  that  the  original  cost  of  an  article  is  what  it 
IS  cost  the  importer  when  it  reaches  the  custom- 
>iise,  and  before  the  tariff  is  paid.  Here  the  im- 
>rter|9ysthe  tariff.  The  tariff  and  the  original 
lat  make  the  whole  cost  to  him.  The  importer 
larges  10  per  cent.,  the  jobber  ^  per  cent.,  the 
Western  city  merchant  HO  per  cent.,  and  the  village 
r  country  merchant  50  percent  The  profits  end 
ith  the  village  or  country  merchant.  The  con- 
imer  nwkes  no  profits,  but  pajrsall. 

To  get  the  accumulation  of  profits  upon  the  origi- 
il  cost,  or  upon  the  tariff,  you  must  add  the  first 
"ofit  to  the  original  cost,  or  to  the  tariff,  as  the  cat-e 
tay  be,  and  then  calculate  the  second  profit;  add 
lai  to  the  cost  and  first  profit,  or  tariff  and  first 
rofit,  and  on  that  calculate  the  third  profit;  add 
lis  to  the  cost  and  two  first  profits,  or  to  the  tariff 
id  two  first  profits,  and  on  this  calculate  your 
«rth  profit;  tnen  add  this  to  the  cost  and  three 
rst  profits,  or  to  the  tariff  and  three  first  profits, 
id  yon  nave  the  amount  paid  by  the  Western 
>nsumer  in  the  shape  of  cost  and  profits  on  cost, 
Ad  in  the  shape  of  tariff  and  profits  on  tariff;  and, 
f  adding  the  two  together,  you  have  the  cost,  the 
iriff,  the  profits  on  cost,  and  the  profits  on  tariff, 
laking  the  whole  amount  paid  by  the  consumer. 

From  the  profits  here  charged  on  the  cost  and  on 
le  tariff,  should  be  deducted  the  expenses  for 
eight,  insurance,  drayage,  wharlage,  and  storage; 
at  these  expenses  are  too  insignificant  to  be  no- 
ced  in  treating  of  others  of  such  stupendous  mag- 
itude  as  those  we  are  now  exposing.  The  7}  per 
rat.  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  will  be 
inch  more  than  an  ofl&et  to  the  expense  of  insu- 
uice,  freight,  drajrage,  wharfage,  and  storage;  but 
!t  one  balance  the  otner. 

To  make  this  matter  clear — to  show  the  vast  ac- 
uroulation  of  profit^  on  the  cost,  and  the  vast  accu- 
lulation  of  profits  on  the  tariff;  to  show  the  enor- 
aotw  expense  of  collecting  a  revenue  by  a  system 
f  imposts — let  us  now  give  an  example.  One  hun- 
red  yards  of  common  broadcloth  (an  article  every- 
where abundantiv  used  in  the  Western  country)  in 
liehajidsof  the  importer  in  New  York,  at  the  cus- 
iSi^hoU!^,  before  tne  tariff  is  paid — freight,  insu- 
KtMte,  and  Bll  other  charges  np  to  that  time  paid— 


would  be  worth,  say  two  dollars  per  yard;  making 
the  one  hundred  yards  worth  to  the  importer  $200. 
On  thi$  the  imporier'pays  the  tariff;  which,  by  the 
bill  before  us,  is  forty  per  cent.;  making  the  tariff 
on  the  one  hundred  yards  of  cloth  S80;  thus  raising 
the  price,  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  from  $*200 
to  f^QO.  The  Government  tax  being  paid,  the 
cloth  is  now  free  from  the  cnstom-honse;  and  the 
importer  can  sell  without  the  charge  of  smuggling. 
He  sells  to  the  jobber  for  10  per  cent,  advance.  This 
is  S20  profit  on  the  original  cost  of  the  goods,  and 
$8  pront  on  the  tariff;  making,  together,  the  sum  of 
t28,  and  raising  the  cloth  in  the  hands  of  the  jobber 
from  $280  to  $308.  The  jobber  sells  to  the  St. 
Louis  merchant,  and  charges  him  a  profit  ^20  per 
rent.  This  makes  S44  on  the  cost  and  previous 
profit  on  cost,  and  tl7  60  on  the  tariff  and  pre- 
vious profit  on  the  tariff;  and  raises  the  article.  In 
the  hands  of  the  Western  city  merchant,  from 
$308  to  $369  60.  The  Western  city  merchant 
sells  to  the  country  merchant,  and  charges  a  profit 
of  30  per  cent.  This  makes  $79  20  on  the  ori- 
ginal cost  of  the  article,  and  the  two  previous 
grofits  oa  the  original  cost;  and  the  sum  of  $31 
3  cts.  on  the  tariff,  and  two  previous  profits  on  the 
tariff;  makine  the  whole  value  of  the  article,  in 
the  hands  of  the  village  or  country  merchant^  $480 
48  cts.  The  village  or  country  merchant  sells  to  the 
consumers— to  the  farmers,  mechanics,  lawyers, 
doctors,  speculators,  loafers,  and  negroes— and 
charges  an  average  profit  of  50  per  cent.  This 
profit  makes  $171  60  on  the  original  cost  of 
the  goods  and  three  previous  profits  on-  the  origi- 
nal cost,  and  $68  64  on  the  tariff  and  Ureeprevious 
profits  on  the  tariff;  and  raises  the  value  otthe  arti- 
cle in  the  hands  of  the  village  or  country  merchant 
from  $480  48  to  $720  42:  the  original  cost— the 
cost  at  the  custom-house  before  the  tariff  is  paid — 
be  it  remembered,  being  but  $200. 

The  cost  of  the  one  hundred  yards  of  cloth,  then, 
at  the  custom-house,  before  the  tariff  is  paid,  is 
$200.  The  importer  pays  the  tariff,  or  tax— the 
latter  is  the  right  name.  The  cost  to  him,  then,  is 
$280;  to  the  jobber  $308;  to  the  Western  city  mer- 
chant $369  60;  to  the  village  or  country  merchant 
$480  48;  and  to  the  Western  consumer  $720  42; 
being  an  excess  ovfer  the  original  of  $520  42.  The 
whole  profit  on  the  original  cost  paid  by  the  con- 
sumers would  be  $314  80;  making  the  profits  ex- 
ceed the  original  cost  $114  80;  and  the  whole  profit 
on  the  tariff  would  be  $125  92;  making  the  profits 
exceed  the  tariff  $45  92.  This  is  a  profit  of  157 
per  cent,  on  cost  and  on  tariff j  and  thisprofit  is  the 
cost  of  collecting  revenue  from  the  Western  con- 
sumer of  imported  merchandise.  If  this  be  so, 
then,  beyond  all  question,  1  have  sustained  my  po- 
sition, that  the  system  of  imposts  is  the  most  expen- 
sive, and,  consequently,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
systems  of  taxation.  I  am  either  deranged  on  this 
subject,  or  else  the  people  of  the  West,  and  of  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  are  unmindful  of  their  inter- 
ests, and  have  neglected  to  look  at  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  on  their  interests  in  its  true  light.  This 
is  the  operation  of  the  tariff  in  the  West,  in  ref- 
erence to  a  particular  item.  It  is  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple in  reference  to  all  other  articles  which  are 
taxed.    It  will  only  consume  tkne  to  notice  others. 

I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  met  here,  by  many,  with 
the  answer  that  I  have  assumed  profits  higher  than 
are  charged.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  do  so.  I  want 
to  present  the  case  as  it  exists.  None  should  be 
afraid  to  look  at  the  naked  truth.  To  shut  our 
eyes  against  it,  will  not  prevent  its  effect.  Let  us. 
then,  assume  but  half  these  profits.  Everybody  will 
admit  that  half  is  greatly  under  the  profits  charged. 
Let  us  give  to  the  injporter  5  per  cent.;  to  the  jobber 
10  per  cent.;  to  the  Western  city  merchant  15  per 
cent.;  to  the  village  or  country  merchant  25  per 
cent.;  and  to  the  consumer  the  task  of  paying  all, — 
and  then  see  the  result.  Let  us  take  the  same 
item,  100  yards  of  cloth,  at  $2  per  yard;,  making 
$200  cost,  and  $80  tariff'.  The  5  per  cent,  profit  to 
the  importer  added  on,  would  mane  the  cost  to  the 
jobber  $210,  and  the  tariff  $84;  the  lO'per  cent, 
profit  to  the  jobber  would  make  the  cost  to  the 
Western  city  merchant  $231,  and  the  tariff  $92  40; 
the  15  per  cent,  to  the  Western  city  merchant 
would  make  the  cost  to  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant $266  60,  and  the  tariff  $106  26;  and  the  25 
per  cent,  to  the  village  or  country  merchant,  would 
mnke  the  cost  and  profits  on  cast  to  the  consumer 
$332  25,  and  the  tariff  and  profits  ontariffSl32  82; 
the  profits  on  cost  being  $132  25;  and  the  profits 
on  tariff  bein^$52  82— being  a  profit  of  66  per  cent, 
on  the  original  cost  of  the  doth,  and  an  expense  of 


66  per  cent,  for  collecting  the  tax— an  expense  un» 
heard  of  under  any  other  system  of  taxation.  But 
everybody  knows  that  these  profits  are  nothing  like 
the  profits  usually  charged.  The  importer  is  knowa 
to  get  his  10  per  cent.,  the  jobber  20,  the  Western 
city  roerchani  30,  and  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant 50,  or  nearly  those  sums.  Th^  exact  bums 
can  be  fixed  by  those  who  know  the  profits  charged. 
Let  us  now  look  at  the  more  extended  operation  of 
this  system. 

We  have  17,000,000  of  inhabitants.  By  this  bill, 
we  propose  to  raise  $27,000,000  of  revenue.  By 
the  last  enumeration,  Missouri  had  383,702  inhabit- 
ants. With  this  population,  oui  proportion  of  the 
$27,000,000  of  tariff,  if  we  pay  in  proportion  only  to 
the  balance  of  the  Union,  will  be  $609,2^2.  The 
profits  on  this'ambunt  of  tariff,  paid  by  the  people  ojf 
Missouri  who  consume  the  merchandise  on  which 
the  tariff  is  collected,  is  $959,165.  Added  together,  the 
tariff  andprofits  on  the  tariff  paid  in  Missouri  are 
$1,568,37^.  This  wo(}ld  be  a  tax  and  profit,  count- 
ing men,  women,  and  children  ot  all  ages,  nations, 
and  colors,  of  four  dollars  and  nine  cents  per  I^ead. 
Allowing  an  average  of  five  persons  for  each  fam- 
ily, we  .shall  have  3,400,000  families  in  the  United 
Slates,  and  76,740  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  and 
the  former  number  of  tax-payers  in  the  Union,  and 
the  latter  number  in  the  State.  This  number  will 
make  the  average  tax  and  profit  on  tax  in  Missouri 
amount  to  twenty  three  dollars  and  forty-three 
cents  per  head  of  a  family;  a  tax  exceeding  the  net 
annual  average  income  of  half  the  families  in  the 
West,  and  of  more  than  half  the  /amUies  in  the 
Union. 

While  the  373,702  inhabitants  are  paying  $1,568,- 
379  of  taiiff  and  profit  on  tariff,  that  $609,232  of 
this  sum  may  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or,  rather,  into  the  hands  of  the  collectors, 
the  5,000,000  of  Western  people  are  paying  tariff 
in  the  same  proportion  and  profit  on  that  tariff,  it 
will  be  reasonaole  to  sav,  equal  to  one-half  the 
profit  paid  by  Missouri.  The  tariff  of  the  5,000,000 
of  Western  people  will  then  be  about  $8,289,000. 
If  the  profits  on  this  amount  equalled  the  profit 
paid  by  the  people  of  Missouri  on  their  portion  of 
the  tariff,  these  profits  would  amount  to  about 
$17,000,000.  But  let  us  set  them  down  at  one-half; 
and  then  the  people  of  the  West  will  pay  $16,000,- 
000— being  the  tariff  and  profits  united,  that  the 
Government  may  get  $8,000,000  of  tax. 

We  should  look  at  this  subject  calml]^  and  with- 
out prejudice,  and  without  party  leanings.  We 
should  examine  and  investigate  it  closely  and 
thoroughly.  We  should  look  at  it,  stripped  of  its 
mystery,  and  reduced  to  its  nakedness;  and,  wheth- 
er the  picture  be  beautiful  or  deformity  itself,  our 
interest  and  our  prosperity  as  individuals,  and  as 
a  nation,  require  us  to  sift  it  thoroughly.  But  this 
subject  is  much  larger,  its  deformity  much  greater, 
its  ruinous  influences  much  more  extensive,  when 
we  take  a  full  view.  I  have  given  here  far  less 
than  half  the  picture;  and  what  I  shall  yet  say 
will  still  leave  it  imperfect  and  unfinished. 

I  have  yet  taken  no  notice  of  the  protected  arti- 
cles manufactured  in  our  own  country.  By  pro* 
iecied  articles,  we  mean  such  as  are  manufactured 
in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  which  are  taxed  when  imported  into 
our  own  country  from  foreign  countries.  Cot- 
ton cloth,  for  example,  is  &  prMected  &nic\e.  That 
is  manufactured  in  our  own  country,  and  is  also 
imported  from  oiher  countries;  and  when  so  im- 
ported, s  taxed,  and  this  tax  is  ihe proUcUon  to  the 
home  manufacture.  A  yard  of  cotton  cloth  is 
wonh  (>ay)  20  cents  at  the  door  of  the  custom- 
house. On  this,  our  bill  fixes  a  duty  of  30 
per  cent.  This  30  per  cent,  upon  20  cents— the 
price  of  the  cloth  per  yard — is  6  cents  tax 
per  yard.  This  6  cents  per  yard  the  importer 
must  pay  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  before  he 
ventures  to  sell  his  goods,  else  he  is  indictable  for 
smuggling.  Then,  this  yard  of  cloth  co^ts  the  im- 
porter 26  cents  before  he  can  sell  to  the  jobber. 
The  domestic  article,  of  exactly  thfe  same  quality, 
is  worth  no  more  than  the  imported  article;  but,  as 
the  imported  article  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than 
26  cents  per  yard — the  cost  and  tariff— so  the  do- 
mestic article  of  equal  value  will  also  command 
26  cents  per  yard,  the  cost  and  bounty— or  pro^ 
teciion,  it  the  term  be  better.  And,  under  this 
stale  of  the  market,  we  pay  the  manulaciurer  6 
cents  on  every  yard  of  cotton  cloth  mann,factured 
by  him,  over  and  above  its  actual  value.  If  the 
domestic  article  be  reduced  to  25  cents  per  yard, 
and  can  supply  the  demand  at  that  price,  then  thf 
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foreign  article  will  be  excluded;  because  that  can- 
not be  sold  for  less  than  the  cost  and  tax— the  26 
cents  per  yard;  and,  at  this  point,  this  article  ceases 
to  yield  any  revenue  to  the  Government;  and  the 
tariff,  as  to  this  article,  becomes  purely  protective 
— prohibitory— and  not  a  tariff  for  revenue.  If,  by 
the  aid  of  a  tariff  to  increase  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported article,  the  domestic  article  can  be  made  to 
supply  the  demand,  and  to  sell  for  less  than  the 
imported  article,  the  domestic  article  will  utierly 
exclude  the  foreign  article.  At  this  point,  the  con- 
stitutional object  of  a  tariff— that  of  raising  rev- 
enue "to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare" — totally  ceases.  I 
give  this  example,  and  but  this  one.  The  same  re- 
marks apply  to  other  protected  articles  as  well  as 
this. 

By  this  bill,  the  manufacturer  has  6  cents  bounty, 
or  protection,  on  the  yard  of  Cotton  cloth  worth  20 
cents.  This  is  30  per  cent.  The  protection  on 
some  articles  is  less  than  30  per  cent.;  on  some 
largely  over — say  100  per  cent.;  and,  on  many, 
greatly  over  that.  Even  cottons  which,  ostensibly, 
are  taxed  but  30  per  cent.,  are,  in  reality,  many  of 
them,  taxed  100  per  cent,  and  more.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, assume  30  per  cent,  as  the  average  protection 
or  bounty. 

Our  statistical  tables  for  1840  give,  as  the  amount 
of  cotton  manufactures  for  that  year,  $46,350,453. 
At  an  average  of  12  cents  to  the  yard,  this  sum  would 

S've  us  386,253,941  yards.  At  6  cents  per  yard, 
is  amount  would  give  the  manufacturers  of  cot- 
ton $23,1 15,236  of  protection  or  bounty.  And  this 
sum  is  paid  to  the  manufacturer  by  the  people  who 
use  the  domestic  manufactured  article,  while  those 
who  use  the  foreign  article  pay  the  revenues  of  the 
•Government. 

These  same  tables  show  that  the  woollens  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  in  1840  were  esti- 
mated at  SiJ0,696,999.  The  tariff  on  woollens  is  40 
per  cent.,  and  40  per  cent,  on  this  sum  is  $8,278,799. 
And  this  sum  the  consumers  of  woollens  pay  to  the 
manufacturers  of  woollen  goods,  as  protection  or 
bounty.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  here  or  else- 
where, that  OH  these  immense  bounties  t^e  con- 
sumers generally  pay  profits  still  more  immense.  I 
specify  but  these  two  out  of  the  multitude  of  pro- 
tected articles.    I  can  only  give  examples. 

I  have  not  made  the  examination  myself,  but  my 
honorable  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis] 
states  to  me  that  the  whole  catalogue  of  protected 
articles  amounted,  in  1840,  to  $395,000,000.  I  think 
this  an  over-estimate;  but  no  matter.  The  princi- 
ple can  be  seen.  Thirty  per  cent,  upon  this  sum 
IS  $108,500,000;  and,  if  the  amount  of  protected  arti- 
cles be  not  overrated,  then  the  people  who  buy  and 
consume  these  articles  pay  to  the  manufacturers 
$108,500,000  in  the  shape  of  protection  or  bounty. 
The  profits  which  accumulate  upon  this  bounty, 
before  the  goods  get  into  the  hands  of  the  consumer, 
must  not  be  forgotten.  If  there  be  any  truih  in 
these  calculations,  we  can  see  therein  one  cause,  and 
a  prominent  cause,  of  the  deep  distress  and  embar- 
rassment pervading  the  land. 

As  383,702  inhabitants  (the  population  of  Mis- 
souri) is  to  17,000,000  of  inhabitants,  (the  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,)  so  is  the  portion  of  boun- 
ty paid  by  Missouri  for  protection  to  $108,500,000, 
the  amount  paid  bv  ihe  Union.  By  this  rule,  the 
amount  of  bounty  paro  by  Missouri  on  protected  ar- 
ticles, supposing  her  to  pay  only  in  proportion  as 
the  other  States  pay,  is  $2,461,698.  If  we  add  the 
profits  on  this  bounty,  and  calculate  them  as  we 
have  before  calculated  these  profits,  we  shall  have 
$6,337,410  as  the  amount  of  bounty  and  profits  on 
bounty,  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of  Missouri.  But, 
in  the  West,  we  should  do  the  manufacturer  injus- 
tice to  fix  the  profits  on  his  goods  as  high  as  on  for- 
eign goods.  The  domestic  goods  do  not  pass 
through  as  many  hands  as  the  foreign  goods,  be- 
fore they  get  to  the  consumer  in  the  West,  and  con- 
sequently do  not  accumulate  as  many  profits. 

I  have  said  this  much,  to  show  that  the  system  of 
imports  was,  of  alt  modes  of  taxation,  the  most  ex- 
pensive, and  consequently  the  most  oppressive  off 
the  West. 

For  the  reasons  thus  given,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
bill;  and,  for  a  part  of  these  reasons — the  part  which 
must  exist  against  any  tariff— I  am  forced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  system  ofimposts  is  an  injurious,  op- 
pressive, and  unwise  mode  of  collecting  revenue. 

My  figures  may  not  be  exactly  accurate;  but,  if 
they  are  not,  in  most  cases  they  will  be  found  rather 
to  range  under  than  over  the  mark.  Every  man 
phould  look  into  this  matter.    We  know  there  is 


immense  suffering  all  over  the  country.  We  are 
always  at  work;  we  are  always  in  want;  we  are  al- 
ways in  debt;  and  we  are  always  oppressed.  Much 
the  largest  portion  of  our  population  know  all  these 
things.  Only  a  lew — those  who  are  boi^i  to  for- 
tunes, and  are  fortunate  enough  to  retain  them — 
are  ignorant  of  thetse  things.  There  are  some  who 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  work,  to  want,  to  be  in 
debt,  to  suflfer,  or  to  be  oppressed;  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  know  all  these  things  well. 
Work,  want,  debt,  suffering,  and -oppression,  are 
known  all  over  the  land.  There  must  be  .some  . 
cause  for  it.  It  may  be,  we  are  taxed  loo  heavily. 
We  should  examine. 

But,  if  taxed  heavily,  we  are  told  we  do  not 
feel  the  tariff,  because  we  do  not  know  we  pay  it. 
This  may  be  our  sad  mistake:  no  doubt  it  is.  Ev- 
ery man  feels  it.  and  most  grievously  too;  and  the 
poor  man,  on  whom  the  heaviest  tariff  falls,  feejs  it 
most:  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  although  he  knows 
he  feels  something  sorely,  yet  he  does  not  know 
what  it  is  he  feels.  He  knows  he  is  hurl^  but  does 
not  know  the  thing  that  hurts  him.  He  feels  the 
wound,  but  does  not  know  whence  the  arrow  sped. 
It  will  be  agreed  that  the  .sick  man  is  none  the  bet- 
ter off,  and  suffers  none  the  less,  in  consequence  of 
not  knowing  the  character  of  his  disease.  And 
the  man  who  pa3rs  the  tariff,  and  the  profits  on  the 
tariff,  is  none  the  better  off  for  thinking  it  the  cost, 
and  profit  on  the  cost;  or  for  knowing  nought  about 
it.  The  man  who  thinks  his  disease  is  light,  but 
finds  it  at  l||pgth  the  cholera,  will  run  the  risk  of 
dying;  and  the  man  who  thinks  his  tax  is  light,  but 
finds  it  out  to  be  theiarifij',  will  run  the  risk  of  being 
ruined. 

Every  man  feels  the  operation  of  the  tariff..  He 
feels  it  in  whatever  he  eats,  drinks,  or  wears.  No 
man  escapes  the  tariff.  Every  man,  woman^  and 
child  in  the  land  is  affected  by  it.  None  can  escape. 
Every  being  that  eats  its  salt  is  affected  by  it.  Hi? 
salt  is  taxed  nearly  half  its  value.  Every  family 
uses  sugar  and  coffee :  these  are  taxed  by  this  bill. 
Almost  every  man,  who  does  not  wear  fine  linen, 
buys  his  cotton  shirt:  if  coane,  this  is  taxed  100 
per  cent.;  if  fine,  50.  The  young  men  buy  cloth 
coats:  these  are  taxed  40  percent.  When  their 
coats  cost  them  25  dollars,  10  dollars  of  the  price  is 
tax,  and  profits  on  tax.  Boots,  hats,  shoes,  axes, 
oes,  plouhghs,  flannels,  blankets,  calicoes,  and  ev- 
erything else,  are  taxed,  (a  few  free  articles  except- 
ed)— and  these,  many  of  them,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturer.  We  pay  this  tax  as  much  as  we 
would  a  direct  tax;  we  feel  this  tax  as  much  as  we 
would  a  direct  tax.  More:  we  pay  this  tax,  and 
these  profits  on  this  tax;  there  are  no  profits  on  a  di- 
rect tax.  And  yet  we  take  the  indirect,  and  are 
afraid  to  meet  a  direct  tax  1 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself,  by  supposing  that 
he  escapes  the  tax,  because  it  is  indirect.  Let  no 
man  suppose  be  does  not  feel  it,  because  he  does 
not  notice  it,  on  every  item  on  which  he  pays  it. 
In  my  State,  let  him  look  into  the  justices'  courts, 
into  the  county  courts,  into  the  circuit  courts,  where 
debts  are  collected.  Let  him  examine  the  number 
of  suits.  Let  him  examine  the  accounts  on  which 
these  suits  are  founded.  Let  him  examine  the 
items  of  these  accounts,  and  see  how  many  are  for 
tariffed  articles,  and  how  much  they  are  taxed.  If 
the  debt  has  been  liquidated,  and  the  suit  be  found- 
ed on  a  note  or  bond,  let  him  ask  the  parlies  what 
character  of  articles  made  up  the  debt.  Let  him 
inquire  how  much  cost  accumulates  in  the  suit, 
and  what  part  of  that  is  properly  chargeable  to  the 
tariff.  Let  him  inquire  if  the  defendant  could  not 
have  paid  the  debt,  if  it  had  been  100  per  cent,  less, 
50  per  cent,  le.ss,  40  per  cent,  less,  30  per  cent,  less, 
or  even  20  per  cent.  less.  The  tariff  on  the  debts 
for  merchandise  will  generally  equal  the  smaller 
sums,  and  oflen  the  larger  sums.  If,  af^er  these 
Inquiries,  any  mah  still  doubts  whether  the  people 
feel  the  tariff  or  not,  then  let  him  see  the  judgment 
rendered,  the  execution  issued,  the  property  levied 
on  and  sacrificed,  the  wives  and  chilaren  turned 
out  of  house  and  home;  and  then  let  him  say 
whe'her  the  indirect  system  of  taxation  is  fell  or 
not.  I  have  no  doubt  half  the  suits  in  the  West — 
probably  eight  out  of  ten,  large  and  small — are  for 
merchandise.  Those  who  escape  for  a  while  are 
eventually  worn  down  with  the  tax,  and  the 
profits  on  the  tax;  and  then  they  are  brought 
within  the  clutches  of  the  merchant;  and  the 
Western  merchant  himself  does  not  escape  his 
higher  merchant.  Our  courts  all  over  the 
West,  and  everywhere  else,  are  filled  with  suits. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  have  no  comfort. 


They  are  suffering,  menially  and  phyacalfei^ 
all  the  time,  with  pecuniary  embarr&smeDts.  Tl^ 
avoid  their  creditors;  they  dread  the  approadtf 
an  officer;  they  are  afraid  to  hear  their  ova  dip 
bark;  the  hair  rises  on  their  heads  when  ih«jkar 
their  gates  turning  upon  their  bfngct.  In  emj 
visiter  they  look  for  a  dun  or  an  officer.  Ths 
have  no  ease,  and  no  peace,  and  no  comfort 'T^ 
is  the  case  with  too  many  of  our  citizei».  Tk 
cause  should  be  removed.  We  can  nrnartc^e, 
if  we  cannot  apply  remedies.  We  have  ao  na^ 
dies,  except  the  removal  of  causes. 

In  the  West,  we  feel  the  tariff  heavier,  and  tkn 
it  operates  most  oppressively.  In  MissoariitB 
wori^  than  in  Illinois;  in  Illinois,  worse  tkai  ■ 
Indiana;  in  Indiana,  worse  than  it  is  in  0^  a 
Ohio,  worse  than  in  Pennsylvania;  in  the  vcen 

?art  of  Pennsylvania,  worse  than  in  PhiladeipiiL 
n  other  words,  the  farther  yon  get  from  tk  pw 
of  entry,  the  more  onerous  will  be  the  operftikBif 
the  tariff.  The  profits  on  a  tariff  will  geaoilr 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  vkitl 
elapses,  and  the  number  of  hands  throogh  vy^ 
the  taxed  article  passes,  between  the  paymeatoftle 
tariff  at  the  custoni-house  by  the  importer,  aai^ 
sale  of  the  article  to  the  consumer  in  thecouji?, 
who  pays  the  cost,  the  tariff,  the  profits  on  cos,  al 
the  profits  on  tariff,  all  in  a  lump.  The  tariff  ^ 
tem,  then,  operates  less  heavily  upon  the  impoftji| 
States  than  upon  the  interior  and  Western  Sata 

The  whole  operation  of  the  tariff  is  calcnlnri 
to  give  the  manufacturing  regions  advantage  mi 
the  agricultural.  The  labor  of  the  agricohom, 
and  of  other  classes  too,  Is  taxed;  and  that  tax  ii 
given  to  the  manufacturer.  A  constant  stream ;/ 
wealth  is  thus  flowing  from  the  agricnltaral  r- 
gions  into  the  manufacturing  regions.  Ho«e?c 
slow  and  imperceptible  this  operation  maybe,ii 
will  in  time  nave  its  effect;  and  that  effect  willbe, 
to  enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union,  by  imporen^ 
ing  the  other — to  enrich  the  manufaciaring  regio, 
at  the  expense  of  the  agricultural  regioiL  Tic 
great  Inducement  held  out  by  the  high  protective 
character  of  this  tariff,  and  the  utter  folly  and  mii- 
ness  of  investing  capital  in  bank  stocks,  railroads, 
and  other  wild  ana  visionary  schemes,  fortk 
future,  will  give  great  encou^agementtomaoafa^ 
"tories.  Every  description  of  articles  which  caste 
manufactured  in  our  own  country  at  anexpe&se 
not  absolutely  unreasonable,  will,  in  a  few  yean, 
be  made  in  sufficient  abundance  to  sapplri^  m 
wants,  and  to  exclude  the  foreign  article  of  ib 
same  character  altogether.  The  effect  of  thisffffl 
be  to  cut  off  the  importation  of  nearly  all  the  goods 
on  which  the  revenues  of  the  (Sovcrameot  ire 
now  collected.  The  list  of  articles  paying  no dtfy 
under  this  bill  is  estimated  at  #13,000,000.  A  ^Ix 
tariff  would  prohibit  the  imporUtion  of  mos  cf 
these  articles.  From  these,  and  the  reoisaot  d 
other  articles  which  may  be  imported,  not  masB- 
factured  in  our  own  country,  a  sufficiency  of  rer- 
enue  cannot  be  collected  to  defray  the  expenses  rf 
Govemmenti  Then  another  effect  of  ihis  tarif 
will  be  to  cut  us  out  of  a  revenue  from  iaipofts. 
But  we  must  have  a  revenue  to  keep  the  wheels  rf 
Government  in  motion.  If  we  cannot  get  that  m- 
enue  by  a  system  of  imposts,  then  we  miw  be 
driven  to  some  other  system.  This  is  Deceasanir 
the  case;  and  we  cannot  help  it,  except  by  redaciB? 
the  tariff,  and  suffering  the  importation  of  more 
foreign  merchandise.  To  effect  this,  the  rediw- 
tion  would  have  to  be  very  large.  We  sbiB 
be  driven  to  another  system  to  supply  our  treasoiT, 
and  the  system  of  excises  is  out  of  the  qtiesii(a. 
We  -hall  have  nothing  lefl,  then,  but  a  resort  id 
direct  taxation.  The  high  tariff  will  drive  tis  to 
this  system;  and  this  will  be  another  effect  of  tiis 
high  protective  tariff.-  It  maybe  fortunate, how- 
ever, lor  the  country,  if  this  result  follows.  Tk 
system  of  direct  taxation  may  prove  otir  grtates 
ble<!sing. 

The  high  tariff  is  driving  us  to  direct  taiaiK^ 
The  withdrawal  of  capital  from  the  banks,  m 
wild  schemes  of  internal  improvements,  and  ibe 
large  profits  from  manufacturing,  will  canse  hea»y 
investments  in  that  business.  The  great  redodic* 
in  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medinm  will  r^ 
duce  the  price  of  everything;  the  price  of  labor 
must  fall,  and  the  price  of  all  the  ingredients  o«d 
in  manufacturing  must  fall;  it  is  not  in  the  pn*ef 
of  man  to  prevent  it.  This  fall  in  prices  will  bei 
protection  to  the  domestic,  against  the  foreign  b* 
ufactures.  The  high  prices  which  eveiytmj 
commanded  here  a  few  years  back  nj^'J^T 
narket  for  the  balance  of  the  world.  We  1»^ 
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Iffiost  eFerytbing,  and  sold  nearly  nothing.  Our  { 
resent  low  prices  will  reverse  the  order  of  things. 
I^e  shall  now  sell,  and  measurably  C'  ase  to  buy. 
Keshan  manufacture  extensively,  and.  greatly  di- 
ainish  our  imports.  Our  revenue  from  imports 
lust  then  fall. 
The  result  of  all  this  must  be  to  drive  us  eventu- 
Ily  \jkio  a  system  of  direct  taxation.  It  is  idle  and 
oolish,  and  worse  than  majlness,  to  shut  our  eyes 
gainst  this  fact.  The  day  is  not  far  distant,  when, 
o  matter  how  much  a  majority  of  us  may  regret 
I,  we  jhall  be  compelled  to  i ealize  it.  And,  for  my 
art,  roan  see  no  good  reason  why  we  should  wish 
[» avert  that  day:  or  even  why  we  should  not  weU 
ome,  instead  of  dreading  its  approacli.  It  some- 
imes  happens  that  apprehended  evils  prove  oar 
reatest  blessiog^  and  it  may  be  so  with  the  system 
f  direct  taxation. 

He  is  blind  who  cannot  see  coming  events  by  the 
hadows  which  precede  them.  He  is  unwise  and 
owardly  who  shuts  his  eyes  at  what  might  be 
een  approaching,  because  he  dreads  the  object^ 
^e  should  not  shut  our  eyes  against  the  light 
rhich  blazons  forth  the  truth,  but  should  look  at 
U  things  as  they  present  themselves,  and  meet 
liem  fearlessly  and  manfully.  So  we  should  meet 
bis  question  of  direct  taxation,  to  which  high  pro- 
native  tarifis  are  driving  us  at  a  gallopping  pace, 
fo  doubt  about  it.  Our  protection  enables  us  to 
oanufacturefor  ourselves.  By  manufacturing  for 
urselves,  we  exclude  foreign  imports;  byexcludiog 
oreign  imports,  we  cut  off  our  revenue  from  im- 
oats:  by  cutiinp;  off  our  revenue  from  impos^,  we 
re  driven  to  direct  taxation.  This  is  inevitable. 
Excises  are  out  of  the  question.  The  present  tariff 
rill  not  yield  a  sufficient  revenue  for  the  w.ants  of 
he  Government;  it  is  too  high;  it  will  check  im- 
portations too  far. 

If,  then,  we  are  to  be  driven  to  the  system  of 
iirect  taxation,  we  should  begin  to  look  at  that  sys- 
em  calmly  and  dispassionately,  and  like  rational 
aen.  It  may  not  be  the  worst;  it  may  be  the 
■est;  it  has  many  advocates.  It  may  be  the  simplest, 
heapest,  and  safest  system.  It  cannot  be  more 
xpensive  than  the  system  of  imposts.  The  ex- 
tense  of  collecting  direct  taxes  will,  no  doubt,  be 
;reatly  less  than  that  of  collecting  imposts.  We 
lave  before  seen  that  7|  per  cent,  was  the  ex- 
•enSe  of  collecting  imposts.  This  is  the  amount 
•aid  simply  \'ot  collecting.  Then  we  have  seen 
be  profits  paid  Upon  the  tariff.  On  the  Western 
«ople  these  profits  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
ifly-sevdn  per  cent.  Many  of  the  Stales  collect 
bcir  revenue — Indirect  taxation  too— for  less  than 
ven  7  per  cent.  Then,  between  the  two  systems, 
here  is  no  comparison  in  the  expense  of  collecting. 

But  the  revenuf  for  this  Qovemment,  under  a 
ystem  of  direct  taxation,  ought  to  be  collected 
t  much  less  expense  than  the  revenue  for  the 
{tate  Qovernments.  The  State  of  Missouri  pays 
bout  $70,000  annually  to  support  her  Qovern- 
nent.  Her  portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  Gov- 
rnment  is  $609,232.  The  State  of  Connecticut 
lays  about  $80,000  annually  for  her  Government, 
ler  portion  oi  the  revenue  of  this  Government 
5  about  S000,000.  These  two  cases  occur  to  me 
Lt  this  moment.  The  other  States  pay  for  their 
wn  support,  and  the  support  of  this  Gh)vernment, 
a  about  the  same  proportion.  Let  me  say  this 
iisproportion  is  immense,  and  that  it  is  an  evi- 
lence  of  the  great  evil  of  havii^  a  Government 
oo  independent  of  the  people.  Our  rulers  should 
•e  kept  close  to  their  constituents,  and  held  ac- 
ountable. 

The  $70,000  of  State  revenue  paid  in  Missouri. 
iDd  the  $609,232  of  United  States  revenue  paid 
Q  Missouri,  are  paid  by  precisely  the  same  peo- 
)Ie.  If  both  sums  were  paid  by  direct  taxes,  the 
ollector  of  each  sum  would  call  upon  precisely 
he  same  number  of  men,  and  the  same  men. 
The  trouble  of  collecting  the  $70,000.  then,  wonld 
«  precisely  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  $609,232. 
)nly  one  difference  would  exist.  In  the  former 
'ase,  it  would  be  less;  in  the  latter,  the  responsi- 
bility would  be  greater.  But  this  would  not  be  im- 
)ortant.  If  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  two  sums 
vould  be  about  the  same,  then  the  expen.se  of  col- 
ecting  the  two  ought  to  be  about  the  same.  Then, 
f  the  $70,000  can  be  collected  far  about  (say)  7 
)er  cent ,  $609,232  ought  to  be  collected  for  even 
ess  than  one  per  cent.  What  a  result!  Allow 
!ven  5  per  cent,  for  the  expense  of  collecting, 
ind  the  direct  system  would  still  be  cheaper  than 
he  indir/ect,  omitting  the  profits  on  the  tariff. 

Bot  th^  valoo  of  a  system  of  direct  ta^es  infi9t 
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depend  much  upon  the  machinery  by  which  it  is 
managed.  The  prejudices  rgainst  the  system 
once  in  operation,  may  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  imperfections  of  the  laws  by  which  that  system 
was  managed.  In  many  instances,  this  was,  no 
doubt,  true.  Thefe  is  surely  nothing  frightful  iui 
the  simple  fact  of  knowing  that  we  pay  a  few  dol- 
lars to  support  our  Government.  In  being  cheated 
out  of  ten  times  as  much,  t  can  see  nothing  so  ex- 
quisitely delightful,  which  should  make  us  cling  to 
a  system  of  indirect  taxation.  The  people  will  not, 
when  it  becomes  necessary,  refuse  to  pay  taxes  di- 
rectly in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their  property. 
1  am  sure  of  this.  They  are  doing  this  very  thing 
now  in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  They  do 
not  complain  when  the  taxes  are  reasonable  and 
right.  If  the  taxes  are  too  high,  the  knowledge  of 
that  fact  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people  when 
they  are  called  on  to  pay;  and  they  correct  the  evil 
through  their  Representatives.  This  is  a  decided 
benefit  resulting  irom  this  system.  It  would  be  a 
great  corrective  of  abuses  and  extravagances  il 
applied  to  this  Gk>vernment. 

I  can  see  no  difference  in  principle  between  nay- 
ing  direct  taxes  to  the  State  Governments  and  di- 
rect taxes  to  this  Government.  The  taxes  are  paid 
in  the  same  coin;  they  are  levied  in  the  same  pro- 
portion; they  are  collected  by  the  same  sort  of  offi- 
cers. They  differ  only  in  amount.  We  do  not 
complain  of  State  taxes.  They  are  direct.  Why, 
then,  complain  of  taxes  for  this  Government,  if 
they  should  ever  be  direct?  The  people  will  not 
complain  of  ihem,  simply  because  they  are  directs 
but,  if  they  do  complain,  it  will  be  of  their  immense 
weight.  Of  this  they  will  be  right  to  complain. 
But  the  distinction  should  be  clearly  drawn,  that 
this  is  not  a  complaint  against  the  system  of  direct 
taxation,  but  against  the  weight  of  the  taxes  them- 
selves. 

In  the  West,  (unless  my  system  of  calculating  be 
incorrect,)  there  would  be  an  imntense  saving  to 
the  people,  by  exchanging  the  indirect  for  the  di- 
rect system  of  taxation.  We  should  save,  first,  the 
difference  between  the  expense  of  collecting— say 
four  or  five  per  cent;  and  we  should  save,  secondf, 
all  the  profits  on  the  indirect  taxes,  which  amount, 
as  far  west  as  Missouri,  to  157  per  cent.  In  this 
State,  we  should  then  pay,  simply,  $609,232  of 
taxes;  and  from  this  would  be  deducted  1  per  cent, 
(and  perhaps  something  upwards)  for  collecting, 
instead  of  74  per  cent.  Under  the  direct  system, 
we  should  pay  the  $609,232,  withoutpayinj:  any 
profits  on  it;  instead  of  paying  $958,922  profits,  as 
we  now  do,  under  the  indirect  system.  The  same 
olxservations  apply  to  other  Stales — if  not  in  the 
same  proportion,  at  least  to  a  great  extent. 

I  have  said  that  the  people  would  not  object  to 
pay  direct  taxes  when  it  became  necessary  to 
do  so,  if  they  were  reasonable  and  right.  They 
pay  direct  taxes  to  the  States,  and  do  not  complain; 
and  this  is  in  no  way  difierent  from  paying  direct 
taxes  to  this  Government.  But  the  people  of 
Missouri  pay  only  about  $70,000  of  taxes  for 
State  purposes,  and  $609,232  for  this  Government. 
Connecticut  pays  but  about  980,000  for  State  pur- 
poses, and  about  $600,000  to  this  Government.  The 
people  of  Missouri,  although  accustomed  to  pay 
$70,000  State  revenue  annually,  and  by  direct  taxes, 
misht  be  somewhat  astounded  when  called  on  for 
$609,232  in  direct  taxes.  And  Connecticut,  accus- 
tomed to  pay  only  about  $80,000,  would  be  some- 
what astounded  when  called  on  to  pay  $600,000  in 
the  shape  of  direct  taxes.  It  is  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment against  direct  taxation,  that  the  people  would 
repudiate  when  they  discovered  the  amount  they 
had  to  pay.  The  exposure  of  the  burdens  heaped 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  people  is  the  best  argument 
in  favor  of  direct  taxes.  They  would  repudiate — 
not  the  government,  nor  the  system  of  taxation; 
but  the  expenses  and  extravagance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Wnen  we  are  driven  to  direct  taxation,  a 
full  exposure  of  these  burdens  will  follow;  and 
then  every  man  will  learn  what  he  has  to  pay  to- 
wards supporting  his  Government;  and  then,  and 
probably  not  till  then,  will  commence  a  proper  f^ys- 
tem  of  reform  and  retrenchment  in  this  Govern- 
ment. This  exposure  should  be  made.  We  should 
perpe  uate  no  mysteries  in  our  Government.  Every- 
thing should  be  laid  bare  to  the  people.  The  light 
of  day  should  be  thrown  on  everything. 

It  is  urged  against  direct  taxes,  and  in  favor  of 
indirect  taxes,  that  a  man  may  escape  the  latter  if 
he  chooses.  Let  no  man  deceive  himself  by  sup- 
posing that  he  eludes  the  taxes  because  they  are 
mdirect.    If  he  neither  eats,  drinks,  works  with 
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tools,  nor  wears  any  clothes,  then  he  may  escape 
them;  but  if  he  wears  clothes,  works,  drinks,  or 
eauj,  he  is  apt  to  pay  his  part  of  the  taxes.  Every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  land,  of  every  age, 
color,  and  sex,  is  taxed  under  this  bill.  Our  horses^ 
our  cattle,  our  sheep— everything  using  salt  is  tax- 
ed under  this  bill.  We  pay  the  tax  on  our  salt,  on 
our  coffee,  on  our  sugar,  on  our  tea,  on  our  hats, 
our  boots,  our  shoes,  our  coats,  our  shirts;  on  our 
hoes,  on  our  ploughs,  on  our  axes,  on  our  spader 
on  almost  everything  we  use,  we  pay  this  tax;  and 
we  should  never  forget  the  profits  we  pay  on  this 
tax.  Let  no  man,  if  any  he  so  mean  and  so  ig- 
nob'e  as  to  wish  to  avoid  his  share  of  tax,  deceive 
himself  by  supposing  he  escapes  this  tax,  unless 
it  be  the  manufacturer,  who  uses  his  own,  and  not 
the  imported  article.  The  manufacturer  docs  es- 
cape, so  far  as  he  consumes  his  own  article;  but  no 
further. 

It  may  be  wrong  to  answer  such  an  argument  as 
this.  If  any,  there  can  be  but  'few  men  in  our  Got- 
ernment  who  would  be  willing  to  escape  paying 
their  quota  of  taxes.  No  man  should  be  so  unpa- 
triotic as  to  wish  to  escape  the  payment  of  the  tax- 
es justly  due  the  Government  which  protects  his 
life,  his  liberty,  and  his  propeny.  Every  man 
should  be  proud  to  pay  the  reasonable  taxes  due 
his  Government;  and  every  man  of  proud  and  pa- 
triotic heart  will  do  so.  He  is  an  ignoble  son  who 
would  skulk  from  his  just  share  of  the  burdens  of 
his  country  ,at  any  time,  or  of  any  kind.  We  should 
banish,  but  never  encourage  or  countenance,  such 
an  idea.  The  people  will  not  repudiate.  They 
are  too  patriotic  for  that.  They  would  deinand  a 
correction  of  abuses,  and  enforce  a  reduction  of 
expenditures.    This  would  be  right. 

The  increase  of  Executive  patronage  is  urged 
against  direct  taxes.  This  is  no  objection  to  the 
system,  because  it  does  not  necessarily  exist.  An 
increase  of  patronage  is  easily  avoided;  and  a  great 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  patronage  now  exer- 
cised, as  easily  effected.  The  Executive  patronage 
would  only  be  increased  by  giving  him  the  power 
of  appointing  the  assessors  and  collectors  of  the 
revenue.  It  would  be  wrong  to  give  him  this  pow- 
er, and  he  would  find  no  pleasure  in  exercising  it. 
Each  State  has  her  collection  districts  already  or- 
ganized. This  Government  could  adopt  the  same 
districts.  In  some  of  the  Slates,  the  people  of  the 
collection  districts,  or  counties,  now  elect  their  own 
assessors  and  collectors.  This  plan  is  found  to  work 
well.  It  is  the  Democratic  plan;  and  all  parties 
are  now  Democratic.  It  is  the  best  plan,  and  this 
ciovernment  should  adopt  it.  This  would  cut  off 
all  Executive  patronage,  and  obviate  that  objection. 
If  we  should  ever  collect  the  whole  of  our  revenue 
by  direct  taxes—and  when  we  are  driven  to  thatsys- 
tem,  it  will  be  best  to  do  so  to  avoid  the  expense  of 
keeping  up  two  systems— then  we  can  dispense  with 
the  whole  custom-house  establishment,  and  all  the 
fraud  and  corruption  connected  with  it.  ^This 
would  cut  off  from  the  Executive  the  appointment 
of  the  host  of  custom  house  oiBcers,  white  it  would 
cleanse  the  Government  of  a  rotten  system  of  taxa- 
tion. And  this  would  be  an  immense  curtailment 
of  Executive  patronage. 

The  election  of  assessors  and  collectors  provides 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Nothing  is  more 
simple,  and  plain,  and  easy  of  comprehension.  We 
see  it  every  day  at  home.  The  balance  of  the 
system  is  carried  out  easily.  Nothing  remains, 
after  collecting,  but  to  pay  themoney^at  according 
to  the  order  of  the  Goveminent.  The  custom- 
houses are  scattered  all  over  tfie  Union,  and  so  are 
the  revenues  under  the  system  of  )mp(M»ts.  Under 
a  system  of  direct  taxes,  the  collectors  will  be 
scattered  all  over  the  Union,  and  so  will  be  the 
revenue  collected  by  them.  In  either  case,  this 
Government  has  to  provide  the.  means  of  trans* 
milting  her  funds  to  the  proper  points.  The  mail 
belongs  to  this  Government;  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity transmits  his  money  by  mail;  so  could  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue.  The  Governmenl  should 
take  the  risk  of  her  own  conveyance.  If  this  would 
not  do,  this  Government  could  have  a  depository 
in  each  State.  Eiiher  plan  would  be  simple  and 
cheap,  and  the  details  easily  arranged. 

There  are  many  reasons  in  favor  of  a  system  of 
direct  taxation.  My  mind  has  been  impelled  in 
that  direction  for  years,  and  by  a  force  which  has 
thus  far  been  utterly  iriesistible.  I  have  endeavored 
to  combat  it;  but  so  strong  have  been  the  ar|n- 
ments  in  its  favor,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  do  so. 
I  differ  from  many  of  my  political  fViends  on  thitf 
snbjectj  and  from  many^ana  perhaps  a  majority,  q( 
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my  consUtueDis;  but  it  cannot  be  helped.  I  be- 
lieve the  system  of  direct  taxation  the  simplest, 
cheapest,  and  safest^ and  decidedly  the  best.  Bui  I 
believe  my  constituents  are  not  wiih  me  on  this  point; 
and  I  must  represent  their  wi^vhes,  when  they  can 
f)e  ascertained  or  reasonably  calculated  on.  But 
when  ihe  time  arrives  for  the  adoption  of  a  ^stem 
of  direct  taxation, — as  at  present  advised,  if  ih«tt 
ir^stem  be  properly  arranged,  I  shall  cheerfully  vote 
ior  it;  and  it  is  right  that  1  should  say  so.  I  have 
io  right  to  speak  for  anybod}|  else;  but  for  myself, 
)  have  a  right  to  speak.  It  is  my  duty  to  speak, 
because  i  differ  from  my  friends,  and  perhaps  a 
majority  of  my  constituents.  I  would  rather  sink, 
^ustaiaing  correct  principles,  than  swim  by  advo- 
cating errors.  I  cannot  help  believing  the  system 
of  direct  taxation  the  best  Tor  us.    * 

Y^e  have  seen  the  evils  heaped  upon  us  by  the 
indirect  mode  of  taxation.  We  have  seen  its  un- 
equal operation,  and  its  expensive  and  oppressive 
character.  We  have  seen  the  immense  accumu- 
lation of  profits  upon  the  tariff,  all  of  which  are 
paid  by  the  consumers.  We  have  seen  the  ten- 
dency of  any  tariff,  and  especially  of  a  high  pro- 
tective tarifl,  to  drive  us  to  direct  taxation.  We 
have  seen  that  the  system  of  direct  taxation  would 
relieve  us  from  many  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  us 
by  the  tariff.  All  this  we  have  seen;  but  this 
relief  is  remote,  and  we  want  immediate  relief. 
There  are  some  remedies  within  our  reach,  and 
we  should  begin  to  use  them.  They  are  simple, 
and  should  be  adopted  at  once. 

One  remedy  for  the  Western  people  is  to  import 
their  own  goods,  as  far  as  possible,  directly  to  the 
Western  cities.  We  ought  to  cut  off  the  profit  to 
the  Elastern  importer  and  to  the  jobber;  and  to  re- 
duce the  profits  of  the  Western  city  merchant  to 
that  of  the  jobber;  and  that  of  the  village  or  country 
merchant,  to  that  of  the  Western  city  merchant. 
Even  this  would  leave  us  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty 
percent.— enough,  in  all  conscience,  for  any  people 
to  pay;  ten  to  the  Western  importer,  twenty  to  the 
city  merchant,  and  thirty  to  the  countrv  merchant. 
Even  these  ought  to  be  reduced  one  half.  They 
might  be.  The  merchandise  being  close  at  home, 
our  village  and  country  merchants  could  invest  and 
sell,  and  reinvest  and  sell  again,  at  ver\'  short  pe- 
riods. We  should  pay  cash,  and  sell  for  cash. 
Then  there  would  be  no  losses;  and  the  merchants 
could  live  and  thrive  upon  half  the  profits  they 
now  contract  for.  The  practice  of  charging  sol- 
vent persons  double  price,  to  make  up  losses  on  in- 
solvent persons,  might  then  be  abandoned.  By  im- 
porting our  own  goods,  we  should  promote  the 
growth  of  our  own  cities.  What  the  people  of  my 
own  State  now  contribute  to  the  growth  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  we  should 
then  contribute  to  the  growth,  and  improvement, 
and  wealth  of  our  own  rising  and  flourishing  city. 
So  of  all  the  other  Western  people,  and  the  other 
Western  cities.  They  would  become  better  mar- 
kets for  our  own  Western  produce;  and  better 
markets  would  enrich  our  citizens.  Our  citizens, 
enriched,  would  be  able  to  purchase  more  from 
our  merchants;  and  thus  each  class  would  promote 
the  interest  of  the  other,  and  all  would  prosper  to- 
gether. This  remedy  would  save  us  a  laree 
amount  of  the  profits  which  accumulate  on  the 
tariff  and  on  the  cost  of  merchandise  also. 

In  the  West  we  should  ask  a  tariff  as  low  as 
possible.  Let  it  be  for  revenue.  We  can  pay 
the  tariff,  if  moderate,  and  the  profits  on  it: 
and  we  have  paid  a  tariff,  when  exorbitant,  and 
the  profits  on  that;  but  then  it  is  wrong  to  grind 
us  too  far  into  the  earth.  We  are  sore  already. 
You  should  tread  lightly  on  our  corns,  and  not 
render  our  burdens  insupportable,  but  begin  ^^to 
unpack,"  Let  the  Government  be  administered 
economically;  and  load  us  with  no  more  revenue 
than  is  necessary  to  pay  her  reasonable  expenses. 
Abolish  expenses  where  they  can  be  dispensed 
with;  and,  where  they  cannot,  retrench  them  if 
they  can  bear  retrenchment.  Cut  off  all  extrava- 
gancies, whether  in  large  matters  or  in  small.  Let 
us  not  be  afraid  of  mighty  influence  against 
US,  where  large  expenditures  are  involved.  Let 
us  nieet  them  and  retrench.  Let  us  not  slur  over 
thestrone  and  the  powerful,  and  strike  deep  into  the 
weak  and  the  helpless.  Let  us  not  pass  by  the  army 
and  the  navy,  and  seize  upon  the  clerks  and  the 
pages.  Let  all  fare  alike.  Let  all  be  brought  to  a 
standard  to  suit  the  limes.  Money  has  grown 
scarce  among  us.  It  may  be  many  years  before  it 
is  plentiful  again.  The  people  cannot  pay  as  they 
h%ye  paid  heretofore.    We  must  come  down.  Ne- 


cessity will  force  us;  and  we  had  better  make  a 
virtue  of  necessity,  and  come  at  once  where  it  must 
eventually  drive  us.  Reduce  this  bill.  You  will 
get  more  revenue  by  it.  Even  then  you  will  not 
get  enough.  The  people  are  too  poor;  they  are 
,  too  much  in  debt;  they  cannot  buy  your  taxQd  goodf; 
they  must  economize  to  get  out  of^debt.  Let  us  re- 
trench. Then  we  shall  want  less  revenue,  and  the 
Government  will  be  better  able  to  meet  her  debts. 

But,  in  my  own  State  we  have  another  remedy, 
and  we  should  adopt  it.  We  should  go  for  protect- 
ing hbme  industry.  We  have  the  power  of  nrutking 
a  large  portion  of  the  necessaries  of  life  within  odr- 
selves.  and  we  should  exercise  that  power.  We 
should  resolve  to  do  so  in  self-defence.  We  should 
do  so,  to  prevent  ourselves  from  being  taxed  to 
death  to  support  exacting  neighbors.  We  should 
keep  our  own  wheels  ana  our  own  looms  in  opera- 
tion. We  should  give  them  especial  protection 
and  encouragement.  We  should  encourage  our 
other  various  manufactures.  Our  men,  women, 
and  children  should  work,  and  keep  at  it  busily  ana 
steadily,  and  should  husband  well  what  they  make; 
and  should  live,  as  far  as  pot«ible,  within  them- 
selves, imtii  a  change  in  the  policy  of  our  Govern- 
ment shall  equalize  its  advantages,  its  burdens, 
and  its  taxes. 

In  my  own  State,  we  should  encourage  manufac- 
tures. No  doubt  we  have  the  power  to  do  so.  We 
have  advantages  over  our  Eastern  neighbors.  Our 
fuel,  water-power,  house  rent,  provisions,  and  raw 
material  for  some  fabrics,  can  be  obtained  decided- 
ly cheaper  than  theirs.  Our  manual  labor  is  dearer. 
But  to  make  coarse  cottons,  for  example,  (an  arti- 
cle used  extensively  nmong  us,)  very  little  manual 
labor  is  required. '  They  are  mostly  made  with  ma- 
chmery.  For  this,  and  other  reasons,  they  can  be 
made  as  cheap  in  Massachusetts  as  in  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  for  this,  and  other  reasons,  they  ought  to 
be  made  as  cheap  in  Missouri  as  in  Massachusetts. 
The  other  reasons,  in  both  cases,  are  the  cheap 
prices  of  all  the  ingredients,  except  manual  labor. 
This  would  cost  us  out  little. 

We  should  take  back  the  lands.  For  the  present, 
this  would  be  another  remedy.  The  revenue  de- 
rived from  them  would  go,  to  that  extent,  to  dimin- 
ish the  burdens  of  a  tariff.  It  would  go  much  fur- 
ther. It  would  save  the  people  the  payment  of  that 
much  revenue:  and  then  all  the  profits  naid  upon 
that  amount  of.  revenue.  Suppose  the  land  fimd 
to  be  distributed  be  $2,000,000:  if  we  distribute 
$3,000,000  of  land  revenue,  the  treasury  will  be 
minus  that  sum  in  consequence;  and  just  as  much 
so  as  if  we  had  distributed  $2,000,000  of  revenue 
from  imposts.  To  the  clearness  of  this  proposition 
nobody  will  hesitate  to  assent.  Of  this  sum,  the 
distributive  share  of  Missouri  would  be  $45,000; 
and  perhaps  more — no  matter  what  amount.  Be- 
fore you  give  this  amoimt  of  land  revenue  to  the 
Slate,  you  must  take  it  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  In  doing  this,  you  create  a  vacancy 
in  your  treasury  exactly  equal  to  $45,000,  which 
must  be  filled  up  from  some  other  source.  We  have 
but  one  source;  and  that  is  from  the  customs — from 
imposts— /rom  taxes  on  imported  goods.  Every- 
body can  understand  this.  Let  us  trace  the  opera- 
tion of  this  on  Missouri.  Forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars are  to  be  collected  from  the  customs,  or  im- 
posts—or, in  plainer  iangua^,  taxes  on'' imported 
goods — to  supply  her  share  ot  the  deficit  in  the  rev- 
enue created  by  the  distribution  of  the  land  fund. 
This  sum  is  paid  at  the  custom-houses;  and  mostly 
at  those  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  where  we 
buy  most  of  our  merchandise.  This  forty-five 
thousand  dollar  tax  is  paid  in  the  outset  by  the  im- 
porter. 

Let  us  now  follow  this  sum,  and  the  profits  which 
accumulate  on  it,  until  the  tax,  and  all  the  profits 
on  the  tax,  are  finally  paid  by  the  consumer.  The 
goods  on  which  this  tax  is  paid  must  pass  through 
the  hands  of  the  importer,  the  jobber,  the  Western 
city  merchant,  and  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant, as  in  other  cases.  The  importer  sells  to  the 
iobber,  and  gets  10  per  cent,  on  the  tariff  which  he 
has  paid.  This  raises  the  whole  sum  to  $49,500. 
The  jobber  sells  to  the  St.  Louis  merchant,  and  he 
gets  SO  pfT  cent,  upon  the  tariff  and  the  proit 
which  he  has  paid  the. importer.  This  raises  the 
whole  sum  to  $59,400.  The  St.  Louis  merchant 
sells  to  the  village  or  country  merchant,  and 
charges  a  profit  of  30  per  cent.  This  raises  the 
whole  amount  of  tariff  and  profits  on  tariff  to 
$77,^0.  The  village  or  country  merchant  sells  to 
the  people  who  consume,  and  cnarges  50  per  cent. 
proQt.    ThiS|  add^  to  the  tanff,  and  previous 


profits  on  uriff,  makes  the  $46,000  cost  the^ 
mers  $115,890!    The  operation  of  the  l«i 
then,  on  Missouri,  is  to  give  her'M5,OD0  «iik 
hand,  and  to  take  from  her  $ll§,8l0  with  the 
Let  us  say  nothing  about  the  expense  of  colU 
and  distributing:  this  out  of  the  questioa,  tl« 
ture  is  strong  enough  to  startle  any  Wesieni 
who  can    be  induced  to  look  at  it  in  his., 
senses,  and  made  to  understand  it   WesbooUi 
back  the  lands,  then.    The,  rovenoe  arisiiif  u 
them  would  eo,  to  their  amount,  to  relieve  tbeWi 
em  people  of  the  burdens  impoeed  on  thei%iB 
lecting  the  revenues  for  this  GovennneBt 

But  all  these  remedies  will  not  ^fetkeW 
complete  relief.    All  these  remedies  wfil  not  ' 
the  West  on  an  equality  with  other  pArts 
Union.    We  shall  not  have  a  eaeb^mt  \ 
nor  shall  we  be  placed  on  an  equality  in 
taxes,  till  we  have  been  driven  to  direct  tt  „ 
and  have  exterminated  the  impost  syst«oi.  TJkk 
shall  pay  elean  taxes  and  equal  taxes.  Thet 
shall  know  how  much  we  pay,  «hal  we  par  it 
and  what  is  done  with  what  we  pay.  Aid 
will  be  a  great  advancement  in  our  ^iMein  (tf 
lecting  and  disbursing  revenue,  and  m  lefiDin 
the  abuses  and  retrenching  the  expfBM  of^ 
GK)vemmeDt. 

[The  following  speech  was  made  at  the  %i\ 
sion  of  the  27ih  Congress,  as  will  he  seen 
date;  but  it  was  not  written  out  by  Ui9  Bicoblf  J 
delivered  to  us  until  after  the  Appendix  for 
session  was  completed,  which  will  accoirot  for] 
appearance  in  this  volume.] 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  J.  C.  EDWARM 

OF  MISSOURI, 
Ih  the  JFouse  of  RepretentativeM,  July  20,  18tt« 
In  relation  lo  the  territory  in  dispute  betweoAi 
State  ol  Missouri  and  the  United  Stales,  aid  ft 
the  true  location  of  the  boundary  betweca  M^ 
souri  and  Iowa. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  addressed  the  Chair  as  foUm 

Mr.  Chairiun:  But  one  hour  will  be  allowed  ae 
to  present  my  case.  That  is  by  no  means  enoa^ 
and  two  would  not  be  sufficient  to  investigate  w 
subject  fully;  but  as  much  of  it  as  can  be,  shall  be 
crowded  into  the  lime  allowed  me. 

lam  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  1  commeooetle 
discussion  of  this  case  with  a  majority  of  ibeHoae 
prejudiced  against  the  claim  of  my  Stale.  I  en, 
therefore,  anticipate  the  character  of  the  dedaa 
which  will  probably  be  given.  You  hare  \mi 
that  side  of  the  case  against  the  claim  of  Misoe^ 
but  you  have  heard  nothing  in  favor  of  her  data; 
and  even  now,  under  the  operation  of  year  m^ 
you  will  let  but  half  the  case  be  presented  befo 
yon  decide. 

1  infer  that  you  are  prejudiced  against  oor  dim, 
for  several  reasons.  One  report  has  been  xak 
upon  the  subject  by  the  acKhority  of  Iowa.  Thisa; 
of  course,  against  the  claim  of  Missouri.  Aiotki 
has  been  made  by  a  commissioner  on  the  part  fl| 
the  United  States.  This  does  not  decide  positive^ 
against  us,  but  its  leanings  and  teadendes  tM 
against  us.  The  Committee  on  Territories,  i 
whom  this  matter  has  been  referred,  have  twice  n 
ported  against  our  claim.  During  all  this  titt 
you  have  heard  nothing  favorable  to  the  ctadaa 
Missoort  For  these  reasons,  in  part,  I  in^  ihi 
yon  are  prejudiced  against  our  claim. 

But  Iowa  rx>nsiders  herself  a  party  to  this  can 
Then  her  report  is  of  no  great  value,  aad  shoal 
have  but  little  weight.  Your  own  comoitssioBe 
does  not  decide  positively  against  us.  He  aieteda 
but  a  part  of  tne  case,  and  still  had  his  donbo 
The  two  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Territoqi 
are  by  no  means  consistent — the  one  admi&ft| 
what  the  other  denies,  in  several  important  att 
ters.  But  yon  depend  much  upon  your  commidR 
— and,  in  the  general,  this  is  right  and  proper,  If 
your  committees  are  not  always  right  in  their  ea 
elusions.  They  are  by  no  means  iafidlible.  I 
this  case,  they  are  clearly  wrong. 

You  are  a  party  to  this  case.  ThisisQsoa% 
cause  of  prejudice;  but  I  do  not  allude  lo  then 
here  for  that  reason  ^  but  because  I  wish  the  fii 
distinctly  noticed  that  you  are  a  party.  If  itij 
ground  of  prejudice,  we  are  willing  to  wainoi 
ground,  and  to  trust  our  case  to  your  deduflM 
serving  to  ourselves  the  right,  of  coiir8t,asjl$B| 
in  all  otJier  cases  (^similar  chancer,  ttf^flf 
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)OtbQr  tiibuDal  if  your  decisioo  be  agaJn&t  us. 
at  we  wish  to  be  saved  iHe  necessity  of  goicg  to 
KMfaer  tribuDal;  and  we  invoke  your  justice  and 
mr  roagnaDiouiy,  and  ask  you  to  save  us  that 
fcessiiy,  by  giving  us  a  decision  according  to  the 
w  aD<f  the  facts  ot  the  case. 
The  Cbitamittee  on  Territories  adipits  that  this 
lestion,  **so  far  as  the  rig^hts  of  Missouii  are  in- 
>lved,  IS  peculiarly  for  the  judgment  of  the  courts; 
It  the  authorities,  both  of  the  State  and  Territory, 
\it  repeatedly  referred  it  to  Congresji.  and  be- 
aght  its  decision.  The  action  of  the  National 
$eislatare  cannot  conclude  Missouri,  but  it  will  - 
'binding  on  Iowa,  though  it  should  concede  some- 
fag  of  ner  rights  to  her  adversary  in  this  con- 
)^ersy."  See  page  11,  doc.  791,  2d  5cs8.  27ih 
>ng.  This  opinion,  advanced  by  the  conamittee, 
clearly  ri^ht.  lam,  therefore,  saved  theneces- 
ty  of  proving  this  point. 

This  is  not  a  case  in  which  Missouri  is  one  party 
id  Iowa  ihe  other.  Iowa  is  not  directly  a  party 
the  caSe  at  all.  It  is  a  case  in  which  the  State 
Missouri  is  one  parly,  and  the  United  States  the 
tier.  The  territory  in  dispute  belongs  to  the 
ate  of  Missouri,  or  els«  it  belongs  to  the  United 
ates.  If  it  belongs  to  the  State,  you  have  no 
iwer  ov«r  it;  if  it  does  not  belong  to  the  State,  then  . 
ru  can  do  what  you  please  with  it.  That  speck 
it  which  does  aot  already  belong  to  the  Indians, 
«i  can  sell  even  to  them  to-morrow,  if  you  choose, 
the  teffitory  be  yours,  and  not  ours.  If  it  be  not 
m»,  yba  have  complete  contiol  over  it,  and  you 
111  eoniioae  to  have  till  Iowa  becomes  a  State, 
fk  then  you  can  give  it  to  her  if  you  choose, 
^va  expects  to  get  it,  and  for  this  reason  is  inter- 
ted  in  your  retaining  it  This  is  all  the  interest 
te  has  in  the  case. 

The  case  is  one,  then,  of  singular  character:  the 
ate  is^n<r  party,  and  you  are  iht  other  party;  and 
it  the  State  asks  you  to  decide  the  matter.  Abd 
)t  exactly  to  decide  the  matter  either.  We  call 
Xffl  you^ther  to  settle  it;  and  you  have  the  power 
do  so.  We  say  the  territory  is  <mr5,  and  not  yours. 
^e  call  upon  you  to  acknowledge  our  right  to  terri- 
fy which  we  claim  to  be  our  own,  and  to  renounce 
)ar  claim  to  territory  to  which ^  we  contend  you 
ive  no  title.  If  yon  refuse  to  do  so,  this  does  not 
event  us  from  applying  to  the  courts  of  justice, 
his  is  the  nature  of  the  case. 

The  boundary  in  dispute  is  that  between  the  State 
Mi.osouri  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa— being  the 
nihern  boundary  of  the  former,  and  the  southern 
mndary  ofthe  lauer.  The  Stale  of  Missouri  in- 
sis  upon  a  line  which  runs  with  the  parallel  of 
litude  passing  through  ihe  rapids  of^ihe  river 
es  Moines,  at  the  Great  Bend  in  said  river.  Tlie 
ommiitee  on  Territories  insists  that  the  true 
(undary  runs  through  the  "Des  Moines  rapids," 
the  Mississippi  river;  but  as  this  line  would  cut 
lep  into  our  counties,  the  committee,  otU  of  abun- 
int  mercy  to  the  Staie^  agrees  to  give  us  the  old 
idian  boundary  line  run  by  John  C.  Sullivan  in 
'16,  four  years  before  the  State  Government  was 
rraed.  This  line  runs  much  nearer  to  the  one 
aimed  by  Missouri  than  that  which  the  commit- 
e  says  is  the  true  line.  But  the  committee  says 
is  Indian  line  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  true  line, 
his  is  an  admission,  at  once,  that  they  have  not 
«ided  the  case  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts, 
et  them  not  say  that  they  have  done  us  more 
an  justice.  We  understand  that^  and  will  inquire 
to  it. 

The  territory  in  dispute — that  lying  between  these 
ro  lines--the  line  claimed  by  Missouri  and  ihe 
d  Indian  line — at  the  eastern  end,  next  the  Des 
loines  river,  is  over  eight,  and  less  than  nine 
iieswide;  and  at  the  western  end.  next  the  Mis- 
tori  river,  about  thirteen  miles  wide.  The  whole 
rriiory  in  dispute  embraces  about  2,616  square 
lies.  Of  this  tract  of  country,  about  one-six- 
enih,  being  about  nine  miles  average  in  width, 
r  an  average  of  about  eighteen  miles  in  length, 
Jntaining  about  four  and  a  half  congressional 
wnships,  and  a  population  of  1,500  or  §,000  per- 
)Ds,  has  been  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United 
lates.  This  one-sixteenth  your  committee  magni- 
?s  JDto  "near  one-third  of  the  territory  now  in  dis- 
3te."  But  this  is  by  no  means  their  largest  blun- 
sr.  The  remaining  fifteen-si xteenibs  of  ihe  dis- 
ated  territory  are  still  in  possession  ofthe  Indians, 
id  have  no  population  to  be  affected  by  the  ulii- 
late  decision  of  lb  is  case. 
The  people  already  in  the  disputed  territory  went 
lere  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this 
Wove^;  i^^,  of  cotu$e,  irit)>  a  determination 
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'The  boundaries  of 'Miaaouri  Territory,"  as  described  in  ihe 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  6,  1820,  and  of  she  "dtate  of 
Missouri.'^afldeaciibedin  theconstuiition  of  said  Srate,  adopted 
July  10,  1320,  are  descril>ed  in  the  following  wordp: 

*'Beginnif)e  in  the  middle  of  the  Mieoissippi  river,  on  the 
parallel  of  36  degrees  of  north  latitude;  thence  west,  along  the 
said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  St.  Francis  river:  thence  up  and 
fctilowing  the  course  of  that  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  ma'n 
cbann<-l  thereof;  to  the  parallel  i  f  latitude  oi^  degrees  and  30 
minuie^;  thence  west,  aioncr  the  same,  to  a  point  where  the 
said  pararel  is  Intersected  by  a  meridian  line  pacing  through 
the  middle  ot  the  mouihof  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  SMme 
empties  into  the  Missouri  liver;  thence,  from  the romt  afore- 
said, north,  along  the  said  meridian  l>ne^  to  the  interr:eciinn  ofthe 
parallel  of  btiiude  wliirh  panes  through  THE  RAPIDS  OF 
TflE  RIVER  DES  MOINEa,  making  the  said  line  mrrcspuLd 
with  the  Indian  boundary  line;  ihenct*  east,  from  the  point  of 
intcrscciioq  laet  aforesaid,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
the  middle  of  the  channel  ofthe  main  fork  of  the  said  river  Dt-s 
M')infe:  thence,  dowo  and  along  the  middle  ofthe  main  chan 
nel  ofthe  suid  river  Des  Moinea,  to  the  m<»uth  of  the  same, 
where  it  empties  Into  the  Mississippi  river;  thence,  duo  east, 
to  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  riv<  r; 
thence  down  and  foHowins  the  courM  of  the  Miuiesippi  rivf-r, 
in  ihe  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning." 

[NoTB.— The  aft  of  Congress  and  the  constitution  ofthe  i?tafe, 
so  tar  as  thev  dei^cribe  the  toundariee,  are  in  the  same  wordc, 
with  this  dlffcrenre:.  In  the  roiiButution,  t|,e  worfle  ''the  f aid" 
are  used  for  the.  word  'hhu"  in  the  get;  ar.d  the  worda  "  o" 
and  "and**  In  the  act,  are  dropped  in  the  constiiuti'dn;  but  this  is 
imaaterial,  and  doetaoi  chaog*  the  bouiidanci.J 


to  abide  the  result.  In  fact,  many  of  them  may  | 
have  gone  with  the  hope  and  the  expectation  that 
this  country  was  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
But,  no  matter  what  they  cxf)ected,  you  >hould  de- 
cide this  case,  not  as  a  question  of  expediency,  but 
according  to  the  law  and  the  facts  oi  ilie  case. 
Any  other  decision  must  be  unjust,  and  cannot  be 
submitted  to  by  Missouri. 

In  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  we  shouli 
bear  in  mind  an  important  distinction  between  a 
Territory  and  a  Siaie.  The  former  is  a  sort  of 
preparatory  grade  of  government.  The  lauer  is  a 
complete  and  perfect  government.  The  jurisdic- 
tion ofthe  former  is  fixed  by  this  Government;, 
and  mayjbe  altered  or  changed,  enlarged  or  di- 
mini.shed,'al  any  moment,  by  Congress.  The  ju- 
risdiction of  the  latter  is  fixed,  in  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, by  the  Stale  constitution,  and  cannot  be 
changed  or  altered,  enlarged  or  diminished,  by 
Congress.  The  territory  of  the  former  is  fixed  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  can  be  enlarged  or  cur- 
tailed by  Congress.  The  territory  of  the  latter  is 
fixed  by  the  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  enlarged 
or  diminished  by  an  act  of  Congress. 

The  6ih  day  of  March,  1820,  Congress  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  Government.  This 
act  prescribed  boundaries  for  the  State  to  be  formed. 
The  19ih  day  of  June,  1820,  nearly  four  months  af- 
terwards, the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  formed 
a  constitution  and  Stale  Government.  This  con- 
stitution defined  the  boundaries  of  the  "State  of 
Missouri."  That  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
which  describes  the  boundaries  of  the  Territory, 
and  that  article  ofthe  constitution  ofthe  Slate  which 
describes  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  are  in  the 
same  words.*  It  is  a  curious  and  an  interesting 
question  of  law,  that,  notwithstanding  boih  these  in- 
struments use  the  same  words  in  describing  the 
boundaries,  yet  it  becomes  necessary,  in  deciding 
thi3  case,  to  aetermine  whether  the  act  of  Congress 
or  the  con.stitution  ofthe  Stale  is  the  paramount  in- 
strument; whether  the  act  of  Congress  or  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  gives  boundaries  to  the  State. 

The  question,  ti9A€/A^r  f Ac  act  or  ihe  constitution 
is  the  controlling  instrument^  becomes  important, 
because  the  great  difficulty  in  settling  this  controver- 
sy grows  out  of  a  lilent  arnbiguity,  bolh  in  the  act 
ofCongres-s  and  in  the  constitution„of  the  Stale; 
and  this  difliculiy  is  increased  by  an  attempt  to  en- 
large this  aittbiguily.  The  ambiguity  consists  in 
the  expression,  "the  rapids  ofthe  river  Des  Moines," 
used  both  in  the  act  of  Congress  and  in  the  consti- 
tution ofthe  State.  We  have  no  evidence  that,  when 
the  constitution  was  adopted,  more  than  one  rapid 
ofthe  river  Des  Moines  was  known;  but,  by  late 
surveys,  we  ascertain  that  there  are  several  "rapids 
ofthe  river  Des  Moines;"  and  the  difficulty  now 
consists  in  determining  which  of  these  "rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines"  were  called  for  in  the  act  of 
Congress  and  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
enlargement  of  the  ambiguity — and  which,  beyond 
all  fquestion,  is  a  very  absurd  one — consists  in  an 
attempt  to  make  the  "rapids  of  the  river  De^ 
Moines"  mean  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  io  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  Let  me  here  say,  that  three  miles 
above  the  mouih  of  |  the  Des  Moines  riyer  com- 
mences a  chain  of  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  extends  up  that  river  fourteen  miles.    These, 
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from  their  proximity  to  the  mouth  of  the  Des 
Moines  river,  and  to  distinguish  ih^m  from  other 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  above,  are  called  the  "pes 
Moines  rapids,"  and  have  been  so  called  for  ages. 
The  first  rapids  of  any  note  in  the  Des  MoiiXfS 
river  itself  are  about  sixty  miles  above  the  mpu^ 
of  that  river. 

This  ambiguity,  like  other  latent  ambiguities,  caa 
be  explained  by  parol  testimony.  If  the  act  of  Goa- 
gress  and  the  constiiution  of  the  State  refer  to  the 
same  "rapids,"  then  the  explanation  of  the  one  is 
the  explanaiion  of  the  otner,  and  the  testiaioDy 
of  the  same  witnesses  would  explain  both.  But 
your  committee  decides  that  the  act  of  Ccmgress 
calls  for  one  "rapids,"  and  we  contend  that  the 
constiiution  of  the  State  calls  for  another  "rapids;" 
and  if  this  be  so,  then  the  explanation  of  the  one 
will  not  be  the  explanation  of  the  other;  .and  it 
will,  consequently,  become  necessary  to  decide 
which  is  the  governing  instrument — which  is  to  be 
explained,  the  act  or  the  constitution. 

This  explanation  can  be  given  only  by  those 
who  passed  the  act  and  the  constitution,  and  those 
who  were  otherwise  connected  with  the  passage  of 
these  instruments.  If  the  act  of  Congress  be  the 
controlling  instrument,  then  the  explanation  mttst 
come  from  members  of  Congress,  and  those  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  of  Congress  about 
the  time  the  act  was  passed:  but  if  the  constituiio)! 
of  the  State  be  the  controlling'  instrument,  then 
the  explanation  must  ct)me  from  the  members  of 
the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and 
those  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  that  con- 
vention. Ii  is  hardly  profeble  that  anybody  else 
knows  or  recollects  anything  about  either  ofihem; 
and  these  instruments  can  be  explained  in  no  other 
way.  It  is  probable  that  no  member  of  Congress 
recollects  anything  about  the  meaning  of  the  act. 
except  The  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
himself.  It  is  highly  probable  that  np  member 
of  Congress,  except  the  delegate  referred  to,  knew 
anything,  at  the  iime  the  act  was  passed,  about  the 
boundaries.  At  this  time  Florida  is  applying  for 
admission;  and  yet  I  am  sure  not  one  member  in  - 
this  House,  when  she  is  admitted  into  the  Union, 
will  understand  her  entire  boundaries.  Iler  dele- 
gate probably  will.  It  was  still  more  so  the  case 
with  Missouri.  The  delegate  himself  from  that 
Territory  says  he  was  unacquainted  with  the 
country. 

We  must  have  the  testimony  of  those  who  know 
what  was  intended  by  the  ambiguous  phrase. 
Without  that,  a  correct  decision  of  this  contro- 
versy cannot  well  be  given.  It  is  entirely  coni- 
petent  to  explain  the  ambiguity  by^ parol  testimony. 
The  Committee  on  Territories,  in  their  argument 
against  us,  have  followed  this  course.  They  have 
resorted  to  a  leuer  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  the  case  of 
Louis  Honore,  and  other  evidence,  to  prove  that 
an  American  Congress,  removed  a  thousand  miles 
from  any  French  mfiuence,  had  used  the  expres- 
sion "rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,"  when  they 
meant  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  simply  because  the  French  called  the  latter 
"rapides  it  la  rivifire  Des  Moines."  Just  here, 
however,  as  it  suited  their  purposes,  the  committee 
may  have  intended  to  treat  the  constitution  as  the 
controlling  instrument,  and  to  lay  the  act  of  Con- 
gress aside  for  awhile.  That  constitution  was 
made  among  the  French  at  St.  Louis;  and,  al- 
though the  convention  was  almost  to  a  man  Eng- 
lish, yet  it  might  be  a  little  Frenchified.  But  the 
committee  should  take  the  act  of  Congress  for 
their  guide  altogether;  or  else  should  drop  it,  and 
take  ihe  constitution  altogether;  and  not  one,  aad 
then  the  olher^  as  it  may  suit  tiheir  convenience. 
But  the  commiuee  introouces  parol  testimony,  and 
you  are  acting  on  it.  I  claim  the  same  right,  and 
shall  exercise  it.  But  the  quesiion  is  yet  to  be 
seuled  whether  the  act  or  the  constitution  is  to  con- 
trol, and  which  is  to  be  explained.  Lei  us  now  ex- 
amine that  question,  and  tnen  we  will  introduceonr 
evidence. 

The  act  of  Congress  "authorizing  the  people  of 
Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  Governmenl"  was  passed  on  the  6th  day  of 
March,  18*20.  The  constitution  of  the  State  was 
"ordained  and  established"  the  19il)  day  of  July, 
1820 — the  same  year — three  months  and  upwards 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  aforesaid.  Tne  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  1821 — four  days  less  than  one 
year  after  fhe  passage  of  the  act  of  March  6lh — 
Congress  passed  a  resolution  providing  "that  Mis- 
souri shall  be  admitted  into  the  Unioi^on  an  equal 
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footing  with  the  original  States."*  The  act  of 
March  6, 1820,  and  the  resolution  of  March  2, 1821 
bein^  each  of  them  acts  of  Congress,  are  of  equal 
dignity.  The  latter,  by  admitting  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  sanctions  the  constitution  of  that  State; 
and  thus  recognises  that  constitution  as  being  of 
equal  dignity,  also.  If  the  three  instruments  he  of 
equal  dignity,  and  any  of  their  provisions  clash, 
then  the  latter  must  control  the  former,  under  the 
general  rule  that,  when  laws  conflict,  the  laiter 
must  eovern  the  former.  If  ihfi  boundaries  pre« 
scribed  in  the  act  of  Congress  differ  from  the  bound- 
aries prescribed  in  the  constitution,  then  the  latter 
roust  govern  the  former,  and  must  give  boundaries 
to  the  State. 

The  Territory  of  Missouri  was  one  thing—the 
State  of  Missouri  is  another  thing.  The  Territory 
existed  under  an  act— the  work  of  Congress.  The 
State  exists  under  a  constitution*-ihe  work  of  a 
convention.  The  Territory  of  Missouri  received 
its  boundaries  under  different  acts  of  Congress,  and 
these  boundaries  were  at  one  time  larger,  and  at 
another  time  less.  They  were  least  under  the  last 
act.*  The  State  of  Missouri  received  her  bounda- 
ries from  her  constitution,  afterwards  sanctioned  by 
an  act  of  Congress;  and  these  boundaries  remain 
the  sarnie,  so  far  as  this  controversy  involves  them. 
The  Territorv  of  Missouri  was  not  admitted  into 
the  Union.  A  Territory  cannot  become  a  member 
of  the  Confederacv.  The  State  of  Missouri  was 
admitted  into  the  Union.  «A  State  can  become  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  It  was  not  the  Territo- 
ry, but  the  State,  which  was  admitted  into  the 
union;  and,  if  it  was  not  the  Territory  which  was 
admitted  into  the  Union,  then  the  act  of  Congress 
does  not  give  boundaries  to  the  State,  because  the 
act  of  Congress  only  describes  the  boundaries  of  the 
Territory;  but,  if  it  was  the  State  which  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  then  the  constitution  does  give 
the  boundaries,  because  that  instrument  describes 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  thus  admitted. 

The  act  of  Congress  did  not  describe  the  bounda- 
ries of  a  Stale.  It  could  not  do  so,  because  the 
State  did  not  then  exist.  The  act  described  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  country,  and  authorized  the  people  of 
that  country  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment. I  admit  that  the  act  provided  "that  the 
said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,"  and  that  it  then 
went  on  to  describe  the  boundaries  for  a  State.  But 
the  convention  had  a  right  to  adopt  different  bound- 
aries in  forming  the  State;  and,  although  Congress 
had  prescribed  boundaries,  and  had  the  power  to 
do  so,  yet  she  had  a  right  to  waive  her  boundaries, 
and  to  adopt  those  prescribed  bv  the  convention.  In 
this  case,  if  there  be  any  difiference  between  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act  and  the  constitu- 
tion, then  Congress  has,  by  admitting  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  sanctioned  the  latter,  and  waived  the 
former — has  given  up  the  boundaries  as  prescribed 
in  the  act,  and  has  assented  to  those  prescribed  in 
the  constitution.  If  so,  the  constitution  governs 
the  boundaries,  and  not  the  act. 

The  act  of  Congress  was  merely  directory.  The 
people  of  the  Territory  were  not  obliged  to  follow 
It.  They  had  the  right  to  choose  boundaries  for 
their  own  State,  and  to  ask  Congress  to  grant  them 
those  boundaries.  Their  selection  of  boundaries 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  a  mere  choice, 
without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  afterwards  ob- 
tained. It  gave  them  no  right  to  the  boundaries 
selected  by  themselves,  because  the  land  belonged 
to  the  United  States.  But  the  convention  had  the 
right  to  describe  the  boundaries,  and  Congress  had 
the  right  to  say  you  shall  have  those  boundaries. 
The  convention  did  prescribe  the  boundaries,  and 
Congress  did  say  you  shall  have  those  boundaries. 
This  settled  the  matter.  Congress  gave  up  the 
boundaries  when  she  admitted  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union.  She  admitted  the  State  of 
Missouri,  not  the  Territory.  There  is  no  State  of 
Missouri  but  that  described  in  the  constitution  of 
the  State.     It  consists  of  that  tract  of  country 

bounded  by  the  constitution  of  that  State.    The  ^ ct 

— ^  — 

*  Extract  from  tha  resolution  admitting  Missouri  into  the 

Union. 
**That  Missoari  shall  be|  admiiied  into  this  Union,  on  an 
eqoal  footinc  with  the  original  States,  in  all  mpects  whatever, 
upon  the  fundamental  condition  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  ofohe  third  article  of  the  constitution,  vut)* 
milted  on  the  part  ot  said  Slate  to  CongreM,  shall  never  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  passago  of  anv  law,  and  that  no  law 
shall  be  passed  in  conformicy  thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of 
either  oi  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  such  cit- 
izen la  enUilcd  under  ihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  I 
4  [Approved,  Blarch  2, 1821.       I 


of  Congress  describes  a  Territory,  and  does  not  de- 
scribe a  State.  The  constitution,  then,  must  control, 
and  not  the  fict. 

I  admit  the  lands  belonged  to  the  United  States. 
No  question  of  that.  Congress  had  the  right  to 
give  or  withhold  them.  Wo  doubt  of  that.  She 
had  the  right  to  say  to  the  people  about  to  form  a 
State,  you  shall  take  these  boundaries,  and  you  shall 
have  no  others.  If  the  people  then  adopted  differ- 
ent boundaries.  Congress  had  a  right  to  say,  we 
will  not  admit  you  mto  the  Union,  because  you 
have  not  taken  the  boundaries  we  gave  you. ,  You 
have  adopted  boundaries  different  from  those  we 
prescribed  for  you.  You  must  remodel  your  State 
before  we  can  admit  you  into  the  Union.  You 
must  change  the  boundaries,  and  make  them  corres- 
pond with  those  we  prescribed  for  you,  before  we  can 
admit  you.  This  Congress  could  have  done.  But 
if  Congress  chooses  to  admit  the  State,  as  she  clear- 
ly has  the  power  to  do,  although  the  State  has 
adopted  boundaries  dine  rent  from  those  which 
Congress  has  prescribed  for  her,  this  admission 
settles  the  question  of  boundaries  in  favor  of  the 
constitution,  and  forever  puts  that  matter  to  rest.  If, 
then,  the  boondari^  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress and  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  be  dif- 
ferrent,  then  the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitution are  the  true  ones. 

Congress  prescribed  boundaries  in  the  act,  but  it 
is  not  absolutdy  certain  that  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory adopted  these  boundaries.  If  the  act  and  the 
constitution  differ  in  reference  to  them,  then  the 
people  of  the  Territorv  did  not  adopt  them.  The 
people  adopted  only  the  boundaries  prescribed  in 
constitution.  To  make  the  boundaries  perma- 
nent, it  required  the  assent  of  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, as  well  as  of  Congress.  The  convention 
gave  her  assent  to  the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the 
constitution,  by  the  adoption  of  tnat  constitution. 
Congress  gave  her  assent,  also,  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  constitution,  by  admitting  the 
State  into  the  Union.  These  boundaries,  then,\ 
have  the  assent  of  both  parties.  If  so,  and  the 
boundaries  in  the  act  have  not,  then  the  boundaries 
in  the  constitution  are  the  true  ones,  and  the  con- 
stitution controls  the  act. 

But  Congress  did  not  admit  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  except  "on  a  certain  condition."  This  con- 
dition was,  not  that  Missouri  should  change  any 
Cart  of  her  boundaries,  or  surrender  any  part  of  the 
oundaries  which  the  convention  had  prescribed  in 
her  constitution,  or  any  part  of  the  territory  inclu- 
ded in  those  boundaries.  There  was  no  condition  of 
this  character.  The  State  was  admitted  without 
any  objection  to  boundaries  whatever.  No  excep- 
tion was  taken  to  the  constitution,  in  any  other  than 
that  one  condition.  The  only  condition  annexed 
was,  that  "no  law  should  be  passed  in  conformity" 
to  a  certain  provision  of  the  constitution,  "by  which 
any  citizen  of  either  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of 
the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  such  citi- 
zen is  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  !"♦  Every  other  part  of  the  constitution  was 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  that  prescribing  bounda- 
ries and  all.  The  exception  to  one  part  amoimted 
to  a  sanction  of  the  others. 

If  any  other  name  than  Missouri  had  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention,  it  would  be  less  difficult  to 
separate  the  State  from  the  Territorv — less  difficult 
to  show  that  it  was  the  State  which  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  not  the  Territory.  The  act  of 
Congress  authorizes  the  people  of  the  Territory 
"to  assume  such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper." 
But  this  was  useless.  They  had  the  power  as  full 
without  the  grant  of  it.  But  if  Congress  had  re- 
quired the  people  to  call  the  State  Missouri,  and 
they  had  adopted  a  constitution,  and  in  that  had 

'This  resolution  required  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  by  "a 
solemn  public  act,"  to  assent  to  this  fundamental  condition. 
The  Legislature  acted  under  the  constitution  of  the  SHate.  They 
YmA  no  po^er,  except  what  they  derived  from  that  constitution, 
and  could  exercise  no  other.  They  had  no  nower  u*  change 
the  constitution,  except  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  that  in- 
strument; and  that  was  not  by  ''a  solemn  public  act. "4>ut  by  an 
amendment  supported  by  two-thirds  or  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  at  two  successive  sessions.  If  this  ^'condition" 
was  to  e/feci  anything,  it  was  to  eflfect  a  change  in  the  coneiiiu- 
lion;  but  the  Legislature  could  not  eflecta  change  in  the  con- 
stitution in  that  way.  They  complied  with  the  cooditi«n  im- 
posed by  Congress,  but  that  condition  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  if  Congress  had  required  me  to  comply  wi  h  it.  The  Le- 
gislature had  no  power  to  assent  in  that  way.  Then  no  legal  as> 
sent  was  given  An  Illegal  assent  is  a  nullity.  The'*8olcmn 
public  act"  is  then  a  solemn  mockery.  But  the  condition  Im- 
posed being  complied  with,  the  President,  bv  proclamation,  de> 
clarod  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  to  be  complete. 
Her  admission  was  complete:  and  she  cane  ibto  the  Union 
with  her  cooatiuiti^n  untouch^  wd  untKarad. 


called  the  State  Osage,  or  Gasconade,  or  Nodav^, 
or  Des  Moines,  or  any  other  name,  and  Coogres 
had  admitted  the  State  into  the  Union  with  ifatt 
name,  most  clearly,  aOer  the  admission,  the  8Mt 
would  have  been  entitled  to  that  name,  and  could 
not  have  been  called  Missouri,  as  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress.  In  giving  the  name,  then,  the 
constitution,  with  the  subsequent  sanction  U  Coa- 
gress,  would  have  controlled  the  previous  action  of 
Congress.    So  with  the  boundaries. 

Congress  admitted  the  State  of  Missoari  intotlu 
Union  "on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Sutes^ 
in  all  respects  whatever."  This  is  the  language 
of  the  resolution  admitting  the  State  into  the 
Union,  omitting  the  condition.  The  State  of  Bli»- 
sonri  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States.  Let  us  inqoire  on 
what  footing  the  "original  States"  stood  whea 
Missouri  was  admitted.  So  far  as  jorisdictia 
was  concerned,  they  exercised  complete  jurisdictioa 
over  all  the  territory  within  their  limits,  as  pre- 
scribed in  their  constitutions.  If  Missouri,  thea, 
stands  on  an  equal  footing  with  "the  or^^inal 
States,"  she,  too,  has  the  right  to  exercise  comi^ 
jurisdiction  throughout  her  limits,  as  i>rescrihedii 
her  constitution.  If  so,  her  constitution  contr^ 
the  previotts  act  of  Congress,  and  gives  the  boan- 
daries. 

As  before  said,  the  act  of  Congress  waa  merdj 
directory,  and  not  binding  on  the  people  of  tM 
Territory.  They  had  the  right  to  reject  the  bound- 
aries  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress,  or  to  ado^ 
them,  as  they  saw  proper;  bat,  till  the  people  did 
adopt  them,  they  formed  no  part  oftheboiindanes  of 
the  State.  The  State  itself  could  have  no  exijte&ct 
till  the  people  did  adop^them,  or  some  other  booad- 
aries,  to  make  the  State.  Congress  has  no  power 
to  form  a  State.  A  State  must  be  formed  by  the 
people  who  inhabit  the  Territory  of  which  it  is  to 
De  composed.  Congress  cannot  give  a  siDflf 
feature  to  a  State,  without  the  assent  of  the  people 
of  that  State.  She  can  neither  £x  the  name  nor  the 
boundaries,  nor  any  other  feature  of  the  State, 
without  the  concurrence  ol  the  people.  She  can 
assent  or  dissent  to  what  is  done,  but  no  more.  If 
the  name,  the  botmdaries,  the  constitution  generallr 
do  not  suit  her,  she  can  refuse  admission.  Bat  if 
she  admits,  Fhe  adopts  all.  Her  power  is  then  it 
an  end,  and  the  State  constitution  conirob  her  pre* 
vious  legislation. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  can  make  this  matter  ptaiaer. 
If,  however,  the  constitution  of  a  State  describes 
one  Territory,  and  Congress  admits  another  Ter- 
ritory into  the  Union,  that  is  no  admtssic»i  of  the 
State,  and  that  State  is  still  out  of  the  Union.  Ccn- 
gress  must  admit  the  Territory  described  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State,  if  so  described  at  all,ei9s 
the  State  is  not  admitted.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  hecaiBt 
the  constitution  gives  boundaries  to  the  State,  with 
the  assent  of  Congress,  and  not  the  act  of  Coo^ress, 
without  the  assent  of  the  people.  If  an  act  of  Con- 
gress describes  one  tract  of  country  for  a  Sale, 
and  the  constitution  describes  another  tract  of  coos- 
try  for  that  State,  and  Congress  admits  the  State 
created  by  that  constitution  into  the  Unico,  thea 
she  admits  her  with  the  boundaries  prescribed  \ff 
her  constitution,  and  not  those  prescribed  by  any 
act  of  Congress.  The  admission  is  a  sanctiofi  of 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  constitution,  aod 
a  waiver  of  any  boundaries  prescribed  in  an  act  of 
Congress. 

We  have  the  right  to  admit  Texas,  or  wchaTe 
the  right  to  admit  (m«-Aa(/*of  Texas,  into  the  UaioB. 
If  Congress  should  pass  an  act  to  adnnit  one-half  of 
Texas  into  the  Union,  and  should  prescribe  tbe 
boundaries  of  that  one-half,  and  Texas  shoold 
"form  a  constitution  and  State  government,"  ea< 
bracine  the  whole  of  her  territory,  instead  of  boi 
one-half,  andshould  call  that  government  "tht  State 
of  Texas,"  and  Congress  should  then  adroit  "tbe 
State  of  Texas"  into  the  Union,  thai  would  bean 
admission  of  the  whole  country  described  in  the 
constitution  of  "the  State  of  Texas,"  and  not  of  the 
one-half,  as  described  in  the  act  of  Congress.  If  ibis 
be  so,  it  is  because  the  constitution  oif  the  State, 
with  the  assent  of  Congress,  gives  boundaries  to 
the  State;  and  not  the  act  of  Congress  withoottbe 
assent  of  the  State. 

If  an  act  of  Congress  gives  one  liniit,  and  the 
constitution  of  a  State  assumes  another,  this  may 
form  a  good  reason  for  not  admitting  a  State  into 
the  Union  till  she  changes  her  bountlaries;  but,  dec 
the  State  is  once  admitted,  the  question  as  to  booad- 
ary  is  settled  in  favor  of  the  constitntio&oftbi 
State,  not  to  be  altered  withom  the  consent  of  b«k 


f id^f  IMt. 


APPBNOa  TO   TBE  CONORB68IOKAL  OLOBE« 


84i 


STth  Coh6****3d  Scss. 


Missouri  Boundary  Line — Mr.  J.  C.  ^Edwards. 


H.  of  Reps* 


parties.  Congress  can  say,  We  will  not  admit  you 
into  the 'Union  with  that  territory  or  those  bound- 
iries;  tot.  after  admitting  a  State,  she  cannot  say, 
foa  shall  i^ot  have  that  territory  or  those  boand- 
iries.  It  is  then  too  late.  By  the  admission, 
Congress  sanctions  all. 

If  the  constitntion  altered  the  boundaries  pre- 
bribed  by  the  act.  Congress  clearly  had  the  right 
0  adopt  the  altered  boundaries.  A  case  has  oe- 
:urred  since  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
tJnion,  precisely  in  point.  The  State  of  Missouri 
:hangea  her  constHmiou  so  as  to  alter  one  part  of 
ler  l)ouudarv,  and  Congress  sanctioned  this  alier- 
itioD;  and  ihe  boundary  thus  changed  is  now  the 
jcrraanent  boundary  of  the  State.  If  the  Slate,  by 
iltering  her  constitution,  and  with  the  sanction  of 
"^oDgresi,  could  change  her  boundary  recently! 
wreTy,  by  the  adoption  of  her  constitution,  and  with 
he  sanction  of  Congress,  when  she  was  just  coming 
nto  existence,  she  cou4a  change  a  mere  direction 
>f  Congress  to  adopt  certain  boundaries. 

The  "Slate  of  Florida."  is  now  applying  for  ad- 
nission  into  the  Union.  No  act  ol  Congress  has 
xen  passed  to  authorize  her  to  form  a  constitution 
ind  State  Gk>vernment*,  and  yet  she  has  done  so,  and 
s  now  applying  for  admission.  Surely  no  one  can 
loubt  the  power  of  Congress  to  admit  heir.  An  act 
)f  Congress  authorizing  the  people  of  a  Territory 
0  form  a  constitution  and  a  State  Government,  Is 
)y  no  means  a  requisite  indispensat)le  preparatory 
0  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union.  We 
iboald  act  a  silly  part  if  we  were  to  pass  a  law  to 
tutl^prize  Texas  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
jovemmeni,  preparatory  to  her  admission  into  the 
Juion;  and  yet,  if  she  were  to  apply  to-morrow, 
viih  her  present  republican  form  of  Government, 
^e  should,  beyond  all  dispute,  have  the  power  at 
)nce  to  admit  her.  She  has  her  existence  as  a 
3iate,  independent  of  the  action  of  Congress;  so 
las  Florida,  and  so  had  Missouri;  and  each  of 
hese  Governments  became  a  State  by  virtue  of  its 
)wn  constitution,  and  not  by  virtue  of  any  act  of 
[Congress.  Congress  did  not  make  them  States. 
They  made  themselves  so.  All  Congress  can  do, 
s  to  give  her  assent,  or  enter  her  dissent,  to  what 
hey  have  done,  and  to  admit  or  reject  them  when 
bey  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

The  act  of  Congress,  then,  of  the  6th  of  March, 
1890,  does  not  prescribe  the  boundaries  of  the  State 
)f  Missouri.  The  constitution  formed  by  the  con- 
tention the  19th  day  of  July,  1820,  and  sanctioned 
)y  Congress  the  2d  day  of  March,  1821,  does  pre- 
icribe  the  boundaries  of  the  State.  Then,  if^ihe 
irst  act  of  Congress  prescribed  one  set  of  bloUnda- 
ies,  and  the  constitution  of  the  State  prescribes 
mother  set  of  boundaries,  the  constitution  controls 
he  boundaries^  and  not  the  act  of  Congress;  and 
be  ambiguity  m  the  constitution  of  the  State  is  to 
«  explained,  and  not  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of 
ingress;  and  the  witnesses  to  explain  are  the 
Qembers  of  the  convention,  and  those  connected 
nth  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at  the  time 
he  constitution  was  adopted,  and  not  the  members 
>{  Congress,  and  those  connected  with  the  proceed- 
Dgs  of  Congres8|  at  the  time  the  act  of  Congress 
ras  passed.  Then  we  can  proceed  with  our  evi- 
lence. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  northern  boimda- 
7  of  Missouri  was  to  run  through  a  country  then  a 
vildemess,  and  but  little  known.  The  nonhem 
K)undary  was  to  run  upon  "the  parallel  of  latitude 
vhich  passes  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
koines."  "The  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines** 
s  the  ambiguous  phrase  in  the  constitution,  as  well 
^  in  the  act  of  Congress.  To  explain  this,  I 
ball  introduce  the  evidence  of  a  number  of  the 
nrviving  members  of  the  convention  which  framed 
he  constitution,  and  of  all  who  have  been  heard 
rom.  I  shall  also  introduce  the  evidence  of 
i^neral  William  Milbum,  who  was  at  the  time  a 
lerk  in  the  surveyor  general's  office,  and  who 
»as  been  in  the  same  office  ever  since,  till  very  re- 
«titlv;  and  who,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
[as  been  surveyor  general  himself".  I  shall  intro- 
loee  annmber  of  witnesses,  who,  for  respectability 
ind  intelligence,  and  a  mass  of  testimony,  which, 
or  clearness  and  conclusiveness,  have  probably 
^^  been  equalled  in  any  case  before.  I  shall 
«ow,  first  that  the  convention  supposed  there  were 
[apids  in  the  Des  Moines;  second,  that  they  called 
or  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  third,  that  there 
ire  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines,  fourth,  the  size 
ind  magnitude  of  those  rapids;  fifth,  that  the 
fnvention  did  not  call  for  rapids  in    the  Mis- 
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at  the  Great  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines  river;  and, 
seventh,  that  there  are  no  rapids  below  the  Great 
Bend. 
1.  Theconventionbelieved  there  were  rapids  in 

•  the  river  Des  Moines.  In  I8l6,  four  years*  before  the 
Stale  Govemmen:  was  formed,  John  C.  Sullivan 
ran  the  Indian  boundary  line.  This  line  passed 
within  eight  miles  Of  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines, 
at  the  Great  Bend  in  said  river.  John  C.  Sullivan 
was  there.  He  was  a  skilful,  practical  surveyor, 
with  a  practised  eye.  He  was  afterwards  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  He  ha.s*  now  been  dead  several 
years.  He  was  a  man  in  whose  statements  the  ut- 
most reliance  could  be  placed.  From  him  and 
others,  the  convention  derived  information. 

Greneral  Jonathan  Ramsay,  a  member  of  the 
convention,  says:  "1  well  recollect  having  a  con- 
versation with  John  C.  Sullivan  on  the  subject  of 
the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines,  not  as  [to]  their  be- 
ing the  rapids  called  for  in  the  aci  of  Congress, 
(for  of  this  there  appeared  to  be  no  doubt,)  but.as 
to  their  magnitude,  and  whether  there  was  any 
considerable  fall  at  any  one  place." 

The  honorable  James  Evans,  then  a  member  of 
the  convention,  and  since  a  judge  of  one  of  our 
circuit  courts,  says:  "I  distinctly  recollect  convers- 
insc  on  that  subject  with  General  W.  Rector  and  Col. 
John  C.  Sullivan.  The  conclusion  was,  that  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines  meant  ihe  rapids 
.  in  the  river,  and  not  those  in  the  Mississippi." 

The  honc^ble  Hiram  H.  Baber,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  and  for  several  of  the  last 
years  auditor  of  public  accounts  for  our  State, 
says:  "1  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  a  map 
was  procured  from  the  office  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral for  the  use  of  the  convention;  but  I  do  notVe- 
collect  distinctly  whether  *or  not  4he  rapids  in  the 
river  Des  Moines,*  or  the  'Des  Moines  rapids* 
in  the  Mississippi  river,  were  marked  upon  it. 
From  conversations,  however,  with  several  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  I  incline  to  the  belief  that 
the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  were  designated 
upon  It.** 

Another  witness,  General  William  Milbum, 
says:  "The  northern  boundary  was  drawn,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  understandmg  at  the  time,  a  few 
mites  north  of  the  Indian  boundary.** 

The  honorable  John  D.  Cook,  then  a  member  of 
the  convention,  and  for  many  years  since  a  judge 
of  one  of  our  circuit  courts,  says:  "In  convention, 
the- subject  of  boundary  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  all  the  means  ac- 
cessible to  that  committee  were  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  correct  information  on  that 
subject.  The  committee,  and  I  believe  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  had  free  access  to  the  office 
of  General  Rector,  then  surveyor  general  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  which  affi>rded  extensive  infor* 
mation.  They  likewise  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of*^ conversing  with  several  gentlemen, 
then  in  St.  Louis,  who  had  personal  knowledge  oi 
the  existence  and  locality  of  several  of  the  objects 
called  for  in  the  proposed  boundaries,  and  especi- 
cially  of  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines.  The 
information  thus  acquired  left  no  doubt  on  my  mind 
as  to  the  existence  of  such  rapids.'* 

General  William  Milbum,  then  a  clerk  in  the 
office,  but  afterwards  surveyor  genera]  himself, 
says:  "I  have  to  say  that,  at  the  time  of  the  sitting 
of'^the  convention,  I  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
United  States  surveyor's  office  for  Illinois.  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkan}«as.  That  General  W.  Rector, 
then  surveyor  general,  was  a  member  of  that  body, 
from  the  county  of  St.  Louis;  and  that  a  map  was 
constructed  in  the  surveyor*s  office,  under  my  su- 
perintendence, by  direction  of  tbesurveyor  general, 
and,  as  I  believe,  either  at  the  request  of  the  con- 
vention, or  of  the  members,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
in  their  individual  and  unofficial  capacity.  *  *  * 
My  recollection  is  distinct  relative  to  the*northera 
boundary  of  the  State,  as  delineated  on  the  map. 

♦  ♦  ♦  The  position  of  the  rapids  was  assumed 
fVom  the  general  understanding  at  the  time,  and 
from  the  particular  information  of  Colonel  Sulli- 
van, who  was  a  member  of  the  convention,'  and 
wa^  also  the  surveyor  of  the  Indian  boundary  line 
in  1816.** 

After  examining  this  evidence,  no  roan  can  hesi- 
tate in  believing  that  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  did  believe 
there  were  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines. 

2.  The  convention  called  for  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines,  and  not  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
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tablish  this  point  seems  to  me  to  be  irresistible,  Le 
me  conmience  with  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  John 
Scott.  He  says:  *'I  am  entirely  sure  that  the  rapids 
spoken  of  in  the  bill,  and  intended  by  the  commit- 
tee, [in  Congress,]  were  the  rapids  in  the  Dea 
Moines  river  itself,  and  not  the  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  called,  from  their  proximity  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  the  *Des  Moines 
rapids.*  I  am  also  satisfied  that  the  committee  who 
reported,  and  the  convention  who  formed  and 
adopted  the  State  constitution,  and  who  assembled  oq 
the  12th  June,  and  signed  that  instrument  on  the 
19ch  of  July,  1821,  had  reference,  in  foriping  the 
northern  line,  to  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  not  those  in  the  Mississippi  river. 
called  the  'Des  Moines  rapids.*  ♦  ♦  ♦  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  committee,  and  Congress,  and  the 
convention,  all  meant  and  intended  the  rapids  in 
.  the  river  Des  Moines  itself,  which  were  then 
known  to  exist,  and  were  spoken  of;  and  not  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  called,  by  way  of 
distinction  from  the  upper  rapids,  the  *Des  Moines 
rapids.*  '* 

Let  it  be  home  in  mind  that  the  Hon.  John  Scott 
was  our  Delegate  in  Congress  when  the  act  was 
passed,  and  alterwards  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  formed  the  State  constitution. 

The  Hon.  B.  H.  Reeves,  (then  a  member  of  the 
convention,  and  for  several  years  af\er  a  member 
of  our  State  Senate,  but  at  the  time  of  giving  this 
evidence,  and  still,  a  citizen  of  Kentucky)  says:  "I 
am  unable,  thus  hastily,  to  bring  ray  mind  to  bear 
upon  any  particular  circumstance  connected  with 
the  location  of  the  northern  boundary,  except  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
Those  rapids,  then  nnd  now,  I  considered  to  be  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  ♦  ♦  ♦  No  dif- 
ficulty ever  presented  itself  to  the  convention  on 
the  subject  of  those  rapids,  that  I  have  any  recol- 
lection of.  Indeed,  I  cannot  conceive,  at  that  day, 
that  any  existed.** 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Baber  says:  "I  have  alwayS"be- 
lieved  that  the  constitution  clearly  designated  these 
rapids  as  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines,  and 
I  never  heard  this  point  questioned  until  within  a 
few  years.** 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Ramsay  says:  "So  fares  my 
knowledge  extends,  no  other  rapids  than  those  ia 
the  river  Des  Moines  were  ever  thought  of;  certain 
no  other  was  ever  spoken  of  in  the  convention,  nor 
out  of  the  convention,  within  my  bearing.  I  well 
recollect  having  a  conversation  with  John  C.  Sul- 
livan on  the  subject'  of -the  rapids  of  the  Des 
Moines.** 

The  Hon.  James  Talbot,  another  member  of  the 
convention,  says:  '*My  own  distinct  impressions 
were,  that  it  was  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river  itself,  and  not  those  in'  any  other  river  that 
might  be  of  the  same  name.'* 

The  Hon.  R.  P.  Clark,  another  member  of  the 
convention,  says:  "In  relation  to  thejapidsof  the 
Des  Moines,  I  cnn  only  say  I  heard  of  no  other 
rapids  of  that  name  mentioned,  but  those  mentioned 
in  the  constitution." 

The  Hon.  James  Evans  says:  'U  distinct^  recol- 
lect conversing  on  that  subject  with  General  W. 
Rector  and  Colonel  John  C.  Sultivan.  The  con- 
versation was  started  by  myself,  as  to  the  ex- 
pression 'through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.' 
The  conclusion  was,  that  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  noeant  the  rapids  in  tne  river,  and  not 
those  in  the  Mississippi,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Des  Moines.  For  the  convention  to  have  said  the 
Des  Moines  rapids,  would  have  left  the  Question 
vagueand  uncertain  as  to  the  rapids  meant;  necansa 
the  Des  Moines  rapids  would  as  Well  have  meant 
the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  at  the  mouth,  as  those 
in  the  river  [Des  Moines;]  and  to  put  the  question 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  the  expression 
used  in  the  constitution,  'rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,'  was  intended  for  the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines.  I  have  no  doubt,  from*  my  recollec- 
tion at  this  late  period,  that  what  I  have  statc»d  was 
the  idea  and  intention  of  the  whole  convention.  I 
may  have  conversed  with  many  others,  besides 
those  two  gentlemen  named,  on  this  question;  but  I 
am  certain  that  this  was  mine  and  their  views  at 
the  time.** 

The  honorable  Edward  Bates,  who  was  then  a 
member  of  the  conyention,  and  afterwards  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  says: 
*'In  answer  to  the  first  point,  I  have  to  sa^,  that, 
while  a  member  of  the  convention,  (nor  smce^  I 
never  had  a  doubt  that  ihe  rapids  of  tke.riuer  Des 
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a^  in  oar  coostitutioD,  meant  the  rapids  of  and  in 
ih^  river  Des  Moines,  and  of  and  in  no  otner  river 
vbatever.  And  it  is  my  confident  belief,  that  every 
member  of  the  conveptioa  entertained  the  same 
opipioQ.  At  that  time  there  was  mach  conjecture 
and  inqniry  about  the  precise  locality  of  the  rapids^ 
Tne  country  in  that  quarter  was  then  a  wilderness, 
and  very  imperfectly  known."  This  witness  says, 
"the  rapids  of  and  in  the  river  Des  Moines,  and  of 
^Jid  in  no  other  river  whatever  "  were  called  for. 
No  evidence  could  be  more  positive  or  clear. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  of  A.  M.  Lea,  commissioner 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  ascertaining 
and  marking  the  boundary  between  Missouri  and 
Ipwa,  Oeneral  William  Milborn  (who,  as  before 
said,  was  not  a  member  of  the  convention,  but  in 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general)  says:  "In  reply 
to  your  letter  asking,  me  to  give  you  the  views  en- 
tertained and  expressed  by  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  and  of  myself,  as  to  what  rapids 
were  meant  by  'the  rapids  ol  the  river  Des  Moines,* 
*  *  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  never,  at  the  time  above  named, 
heard  any  other  rapids  spoken  of,  with  reference 
to  our  boundary,  by  any  member  oi  the  convention, 
than  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines;  which 
rapids  were  understood  to  be  a/  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  Indian  boundary  run  by  Col.  Sullivan 
in  1816.  Thi^  understanding  was  firmly  fixed  in 
xny  mind  by  the  following  circumstances:  General 
William  llector,  a  meml^r  of  the  convention,  was, 
at  the  time,  United  States  surveyor  eeneral  for  Illi- 
nois, Missouri,  and  Arkansas;  ana,  by  his  direc- 
tion, a  map  of  the  State,  intended  particiilarly  to 
show  the  boundaries  thereof,  was  constructed  in  the 
surveyor's  office,  under  iny  superintendence,  for  the 
use  of  the  convention.  On  this  map,  the  northern 
boundary  was  drawn,  in  accordance  with  the  gen- 
eral understanding  at  the  time,  a  few  miles  north  of 
the  Indian  boundary,  I  was  with  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  every  day  while  they  were 
iB  session,  and  oflen  atirnded  their  deliberation^ 
and  £  am  certain  I  did  not  hear  a  doubt  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  location  of  the  northern  boundary, 
as  delineated  on  the  map.  Had  there  been  any  dif- 
ferent understanding  expressed  at  the  time,  it  would 
most  undoubtedly  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 
This  recollection  of  my  understanding  of  the  views 
entertained  and  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
convention  as  to  the  position  of  our  northern  1[)onnd- 
ary,  is  (uUv  corroborated  by  the  continued  and  un- 
iniernipted  action  of  the  surveyor  general's  office, 
with  which  I  have  been  connected  ever  since  the 
a>loption  of  the  constitution.  In  none  of  the  opera- 
tions of  said  office  has  the  line  run  by  Sullivan 
been  represented  as  the  State  boundary:  it  has  uni- 
formly and  invariably  been  treated  and  considered 
as  an  Indian  boundary;  which  would  not  have 
been  the  case,  had  the  convention  thought  difi[er- 
ently;  for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  would  have  been  overlooked  or 
fbrgoUen.  I  am,  therefore,  satisfied  and  convinced 
that  I  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken.  It  is  not  w)th 
roe  a  vague  recollection  of  a  transaction  with  many 
intervening  and  dormant  years;  but  it  is  a  matter 
which  has  been  constantly  before  me,  in  my  con- 
nexion with  the  surveyor  general's  office."  It 
would  seem  incredible  to  suppose,  after  such  testi- 
mony as  this,  and  from  suck  a  man,  (and  no  one 
stands  higher  for  honor,  integrity,  and  veracity,) 
that  any  man  could  still  hesitate  to  believe  that  the 
noribein  boundary  called  for  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moin*!s"  itaelf.    Bat  this  is  not  all. 

The  honorable  John  D.  Cook  says:  "In  conven- 
tion, the  subject  of  boundary  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  which  I  was  a  member;  and  all  the 
means  accessible  to  that  committee  were  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  correct  information 
on  the  subject.  ♦  ♦  The  information  thus  ac- 
quired, left  nodogbt  in  my  mind  of  the  existence 
of  such  rapids;  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  any 
other  rapids  having  been  spoken  of  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  or  of  the  convention.  ♦  ♦ 
It  was  certainly  my  understanding  at  the  time, 
and  I  believe  it  was  that  of  the  members  of  the 
convfention,  that  the  rapids  called  for  in  the  north- 
ern boundary  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river." 

It  is  clear  beyond  doubt,  then,  that  the  conven- 
tion did  call  for  rapids  in  the  river'  Des  Moines. 
With  testimony  like  this,  in  a  cottrt  of  jubiice,  a 
jury  would  not  hesitate  an  instant  to  decide  who 
was  entitled  to  the  territory  in  di^me,  and  that  m 
o^ciaioii  would  be  in  (kvor  of  the  claim  xjX  Miasou-  I 


ri.  All  we  ask  is  such  a  decision  as  a  court  of 
justice  would  give  in  the  case. 

Here  the  Cbair  announced  the  fact  that  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  was  out. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  that  he  was  not  half  throngh 
his  case.  He  had  not  even  offered  ail  his  evi- 
dence. He  should  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
House  for  permission  to  go  on.  The  case  was  a 
peculiar  one.  The  House  would  certainly  not  un- 
dertake to  decide,,  without  hearing  the  whole  of  it— 
at  least  the  whole  of  the  evidence. 

The  Chair.  The  •gentleman  from  Missouri 
cannot  proceed  without* the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Eow4Rn8.  Nobody  objects;  then  I  can  go  on. 
I  will  now  show  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des 
Moines  river  itself. 

[Here  a  member  rose  and  objected  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards proceeding.  We  had  ruleSj  and  must  ad- 
here to  them.] 

The  Chaui.  If  objection  be  made,  the  gentleman 
{torn  Missouri  can  proceed  no  further. 

Mr.  Edwabds  asxed  if  if  would  be  in  order  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill  1 

The  Chair  answered  it  would. 

Mr.  Edwards  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
sert "That  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes 
through  the  rapids  of  the  Des  Moines,  at  the  Great 
Bend  in  the  said  river,  shall  be  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  State  of  Missouri,  from  the  point  where 
it  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Missouri  river  to  the  point  where  it  intersects  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Des  Moines 
riven  and  the  said  northern  boundary  line  shall 
run  from  thence,  with  the  main  channel  of  the 
said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  Mississippi  riveri  as 
provided  in  the  •onstituHon  oi  Misaoori.'' 

Mr.  Edwards.  1  claim  the  floor  on  this  tmend- 
ment,  and  will  now  proceed  with  my  case. 

TheCnAm.  The  Dill  add  amendment  ..are.  in 
substance,  the  same;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  they  were  not  the  same;  that 
they  were  totally  different.  The  bill  proposed  to 
make  the  Indian  boundary,  run  by  John  C.  Sulli- 
van in  1816,  the  State  lx)undary;  the  amendment 
proposed  to  make  the  parallel  of  latitude  which 
runs  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines, 
at  the  Great  Bend,  the  boundary.  They  were  to- 
tally different. 

The  CHAm  looked  upon  them  as  the  same  thing, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  could  not  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Edwards.  I  think  the  Chair  is  wrong;  and 
that  belief,  and  the  importance  of  presenting  my 
case  entire,  force  me  to  appeal  from  the  decision. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee  sus- 
tained the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Edwards  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge  replied  to  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  McKat  had  an  amendment  which  he  wished 
to  submitj  and  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Delegate  from  Iowa.  His  vote  would 
depend  on  whether  the  House  would  adopt  it.  He 
would  observe  that,  so  Tar  as  Iowa  was  concerned 
in  this  controversy,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  fix  the  boundary  line;  but,  with  regard  to 
Missouri)  the  ca&e  was  otherwise— it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  deprive  her  of  any  of 
her  territorial  rights.  The  boundaries  of  Missouri 
were  fixed  by  law  when  she  was  a  Territory;  and 
what  these  boundaries  were,  was  a  judicial  Ques- 
tion for  the  United  States  courts  to  decide.  The 
proviso  he  wished  to  offer  was,  that  this  boundary 
line  should  not  be  deemed  conclusive  till  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  declared  the  assent  of  the  State 
to  it. 

Mr.  Edwards  explained.  The  boundaries  of 
Missouri  are  fixed  by  her  constitution.  They  can- 
not be  changed  by  a  simple  act  of  the  Legislature. 
It  must  be  by  a.  change  of  the  constitution.  To 
make  this  change  will  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  at  two  succes- 
sive session.^,  and  then  the  assent  of  Congress. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  McKay, 
Mr.  Q.  Davis  addressed  the  committee  at  length  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  the  Territonr  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Edwards  again  obtained  the  noor. 

Mr.  Chairman:  When  my  hour  expired,  I  had 
just  finished  showing  that  the  convention  did  call 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  the  next  point 
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This  is  the  next  point  to  be  e8tabUsh)ti|,tiii 
shall  establish  without  reference  to  the  tMif 
any  one  member  of  the  convention.  iSfyi  „, 
ness  is  Doctor  James  Davis,  commisi^baerpii 
part  of  Iowa  herself  to  ascertain  the  boBfidi] 
dispute.  To  his  testimony  Iowa  will  har^' 
iect,  even  if  the  United  States  should,  fie' 
^'I  admit  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moiitts 
Here  is  the  very  thing  itself— dressed  in  the, 
language— neither  a  word  too  much,  Qortiwj 
too  liule.  This  evidence  is  conclasiTe  mp 
Iowa;  but,  as  she  has  only  a  remote  iAtereatii.||i 
territory  in  dispute,  the  House  may  notcoosi^i 
conclusive  against  the  United  States,  one  o(  % 
real  parties  in  this  case.  I  will  theiefore  intote 
the  evidence  of  other  wimesses.  Doctor  Jtm 
Davis  speaks  of  several  rapids,  and  notices  tbn 
by  name;  but  I  have  not  time  to  refer  to  ererjtbqi 
at  once.  The  point  is,  " there  are  rapidis km 
Des  Moines  river,"  and  the^commiasioDerfbrloti 
admits  the  truth  of  it. 

In  1838,  A.  M.  Lea  was  appointed  by  the  Vsid 
States  to  run  the  boundary  in  dispute.  Hiseti. 
deuce  will  not  be  questioned  even  by  the  tnpei 
States.  He  is  your  own  witness.  Lieatefiati ta 
says:  "In  ascending  the  Des  Moines  nverfiomii 
mouth,  several  shallow  places,  with  swift  carroft, 
are  found  below  the  'Great  Bend;*  but  there  is  m 
obstruction  of  magnitude  sufficient  to  deserre  tic 
appellation  of  'rapids*  below  those  at  the  placejtt 
named,"  the  Great  Bend.  There  is  at  the  (km 
Bend,  "at  low  water,  a  fall  of  one  or  two  ftet  ii 
a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards;  and,  in  a  pan  tf 
the  width  of  the  stream,  the  water  fallsjerpn^ 
larly  about  ten  or  twelve  inches."  Here  aietii 
important  facts  stated  by  your  own  wimesK  li 
There  is  nothing  which  deserves  "theappellatioBcf 
'rapids'  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend."  2i  Tbeit 
are  "obstructions  of  magnitude  sufficient  to  desem 
the  appellation  of 'rapids*  at  the  Great  Bend"  Lies, 
tenant  I^  says,  also,  "there  are  other  rapids  abon 
the  Great  Bend."  This  we  admit  [See  Boos 
Doc.  128, 3d  sess.  35th  Congress.]  Lieuteaant  La 
says:  "the  water  falls  perpendicularly  about  let  or 
twelve  inches."  Then  the  fall  is  hardly  less  tki 
"two  feet  in  a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards,"  i&e 
length  of  the  rapids.  There  was  no  dam  here  its 
Lieutenant  Lea  examined  the  rapids,  and  he  sit 
them  in  their  full  extent. 

Captain  Guion  surveyed  the  Des  Moines  in  I6i1, 
under  instructions  from  the  Topographical  Boieao. 
He  is  another  of  your  own  officers  and  ovd  wH. 
nesses,  and  from  whose  report  your  committee  be 
drawn  bountifully.  He  surveyed  simply  for  thi 
jxurpose  of  ascertaining  the  oboiructioDS  to  nirm* 
tion,  and  not  with  reference  to  any  particular  raput 
He  says  the  obstructions  in  the  Des  Moines  "as- 
sist of  slight  rapids,  termed  by  the  boatmea  'ripples." 
He  marked  twelve  rapids.  He  says:  "I  was  met 
by  a  considerable  flood  of  water  in  aacendinc"  u^ 
he  does  not  give  the  fall  in  any  of  the  npids,  aod 
probably  for  this  r^son.  But  ne  states  tbe  impon- 
aut  fact,  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  rirer  Des 
Moines  itself. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  Fremont,  another  of  roar  mi 
officers  and  witnesses,  and  one  firom  WAom  joa 
committee  has  drawn  information  also,  made tatf- 
vey  of  the  Des  Moines  in  1841.  He  sajs:  "Tbe 
bed  of  the  river  is  sand  and  gravel,  and  sometiiDC 
rock,  of  which  the  rapids  generally  consist  ' 
♦  ♦    The  most  considerable  rapid  iboie 

the  Great  Bend  is  at  the  head  of  tbe  islaadilm 
Keokuc's  village."  He  speaks,  also,  of  olber  n^ 
ids.  It  is  useless  to  refer  to  the  evidence  of  officeis 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  ofBiieounto 
ascertain  the  true  location  of  the  Ncuthenbeaida- 
ry.  This  evidence  is  sufficient  to  esUblisktk 
point  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moiaesil- 
self,  without  more,  unless  those  who  are  lodeddb 
the  case  are  determined  on  not  ballefihg  aaf* 
thing. 

In  the  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  laiio- 
rles,  made  in  1H40,  "the  committee  adiails  that  t^ 
name  of  the  rapids,  called  for  in  theboondary  oftbu 
State,  would  indicate  their  situation  to  be  ia  t^ 
river  Des  Moines;"  and  they  admit  that  "ib«  tw 
first  rapids  in  that  river  have  each  but  a  fUl  ofaboit 
two  feet  in  about  eighty  vards/'—fHaweDocoBttt 
No.  2, 1st  session  26lh  Congress,]  Tjiis  isahM- 
mission  on  the  part  of  your  commiUee.  that  ticR 
are  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  itsell;  ^1^ 
.  strange  as  it  may  appear,  in  the  next  import,  oMi 
in  1842,  your  committee  says,  in  so  many  Jjori^ 
"there  are  no  rapids  in  the  PcsJMwieSr*'— »•• 
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Id  iht  main,  the  comniiitee  may  have  been  differ- 
ently organized;  yei  both  reports  are  drawn  up  by 
the  same  member,  and  without  any  additional  lesti- 
mony  on  this  point,  except  that  of  Captain  Guion 
and  Lieutenant  Fremont,  both  of  whom  say  there 
are  rapids  in  the  Den  Moines.  1  allude  to  this  be- 
cause  it  indicates  a  dibposiiion  to  waive  the  facus, 
instead  of  meeting  them  openly,  and  deciding  the 
ease  according  to  the  law  and  the  iacis.  You  nave 
tlie  power  to  «^ve  us  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
^e  courts.  IfSve  are  right,  you  ought  to  do  so. 
There  is  no  wisdom  in  perplexing  us,  when  you 
have  nolhing  to  gain  by  it.  -We  wish  to  avoid  any 
itUfeelmg  between  ourselves  and  our  near  neigh- 
bor, the  Territory  of  Iowa.  Yon  should  aid  us  in 
doing  so. 

I  have  DOW  shown  that  th^  convention  believed 
there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  that  they  called 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  and  that  there  are 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines.  The  next  inquiry  would 
aaturally  be,  what  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
liid  the  convention  call  for'}  But  as  the  committee 
have  ditpcredited  their  own  officers  and  their  own 
witnesses,  and  have  decided  that  *'there  are  no  rap- 
ids iu  the  river  Des  M^^fnes,"  and  that  "they  are  rip- 
ples merely,"  acd  as  the  iloase  may  be  disposed  to 
idopt  the  ophiions  of  the  committee  now  advanced 
igamst  their  former  admissions,  I  shall  next  at- 
Itfflpt  to  show  the  magnitude  of  these  .rapids,  and 
that  one  of  them,  at  least,  is  entitled  to  that  appel- 
lation. 

4.  Then  let  us  inquire  what  are  rapids;  and  let 
IS  look  at  the  size  and  magnitude  of  these  rapids  in 
iie  river  Des  Moines.  Itapids  are  that  part  of  a 
river  where  the  current  runs  with  more  celerity 
haa  the  common  current;  and  they  imply  a  consid- 
trable  descent  of  the  eaith,  but  not  sufficient  to  cause 
I  fall  of  the  water,  or  what  is  called  a  cascade,  or 
cataract.  This  is  Webster's  defioiiion;  and  it  is  cer- 
ainly  a  very  good  one.  Rapids,  then,  are  some? 
hing  less  than  a  cataract,  a  cascade,  or  a  fall;  and 
(omething  greater  than  a  shallow,  a  shoal,  or  a  rip- 
ple. LientenaDfl  Lea  says,  in  speaking  of  the  Great 
Bend,  "there  is,  at  low  water,  a  fall  of  one  or  two 
feet  inra  distance  of  about  eighty  yards;  and  in  part 
>f  the  width  of  the  stream,  the  water  falls  perpen- 
licularly  abont  tea  or  twelve  inches.'*  At  this  point 
he  river  is  about  six  hundred  feet  wide.  This  per- 
)endiciilar  fall  of  twelve  inches,  as  I  am  informed, 
'uns  from  th^ee  to  four  hundred  teei  across  the 
iver.  This  perpendicular  fall  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
"apids.  The  rapids  are  about  eighty  yards  long; 
ind  the  other  twelve  inches  of  the  fall  in  the  water 
ire  in  the  eighty  yards  above  iheperpendicular  fall. 
ki  the  report  made  in  1840,  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
Itories  said:  **The  first  two  rapids  in  thai  river 
lave  each  bat  a  fall  of  two  feet  in  about  eighty 
rards."  This  admission  was  made  by  taking  the 
evidence  as  they  found  it.  Captain  Guion  says  he 
ras  met  by  a  flood  when  he  surveyed  the  river;  and 
le  does  not  give  the  fall  of  any  of  the  rapids. 

Lieutenant  Fremont  speaks  of  the  falls  at  the 
Sreal  Bend  as  well  as  others.  Hq  says:  **The  fap- 
dofthe  Great  Bend  ♦  *  *  has  a  fall  of  twelve 
aches;  and,  so  far  as  I  coald  ascertain,  bad  formerly 
L  depth  of  eighteen  inches  at  low  water.  Aaam 
las  been  built  at  this  place."  The  fall  of  ''twelve 
nches"  here  spoken  of  is  the  perpendicular  fall. 
'A  dam  has  been  built  at  this  plate."  This  dam 
s  near  this  fall,  and  backs  the  water  over  the  fall 
n  the  eighty '  yards  above,  and  thus  prevented 
jieutenant  Fremont  irom  seeing  any  but  the  per- 
lendietilftr  falL 

Lieutenant  Lea  saw  the  rapids  before  the  dam 
vas  built.  At  low-water  mark  there  is  an  abrupt 
hll  in  part  of  the  width  of  the  stream  of  "about  ten 
)r  twelve  inches."  This  seems  to  be  sufficient  to 
soostitute  a  "rapids;"  it  borders  closely  on  a  "falls." 
i  declension  of  two  feet  in  eighty  yards,  with  a  per- 
>endicu)ar  fall  at  the  foofof  tliem  of  "ten  or  twelve 
nches,"  throngh  the  whole  width  of  the  stream, 
vould  evidently  have  entitled  the  place  to  the  ap- 
)ellation  of  "falls;"  but,  as  the  perpendicular  fall 
gras  only  "in  part  of  the  width  or  the  stream,"  and 
hat,  of  course,  irregular  and  broken,  it  is  probable 
hat  few  points  could,  have  deserved  belter  the  ap- 
wllationof  a"rapjds,"  as  distinguishing  it  from  a 
•fall,"  or  "cascade,"  or  "cataract,"  either  of  which 
night  have  been  higher  on  the  one  hand;  or  from  a 
*8Millow,"  which  might  haye  either  a  rock  ot  grav- 
i\  bottom,  "with  little  current;  or  from  a  "ripple," 
ivith  scarcely  any  fall,  and  not  much  current;  or 
rrom  a  "shoal,"  which  always  has  a  "gravel  bot- 
om." 

But^  as  \o  theamcmnt  of decleDSioa  here,  itia^nf-  I 


ficiently  great,  whether  it  be  one  or  two  feet  in 
eighty  yards. 

The  fall  of  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  is  but  twenty-four  feet  in  fourteen 
miles.  This  is  a  fall  of  less  than  one  inch — bare- 
ly over  three  Quarters— in  every  eighty  yards.  The 
fall  at  the  rapids  of  the  Great  Bend  inth<;  Des  Moines 
is  from  twelve  to  twen'y-four  inches  in  eighty 
yards.  11  a  fall  of  less  than  one  inch  in  eighty 
yards  will  make,  a  "rapids"  in  one  river,  a  fall  of 
twelve  inches  in  eighty  yards,  in  another  ijver, 
would  constitute  a  pretty^fair  claim  to'  the  appella- 
tion of  "rapids"  also;  and  a  declension  of  two  feet 
in  eighty  yaVds  woold  give  the  claim  beycnd  all 
dispute.  A  declension  of  twelve  inches  in  eighty 
yards  would  give,  in  fourteen  miles,  a  fall  of  three 
hundred  feet  and  upwards;  and  a  fall  of  twb  feet  in 
eighty  yards  would  give,  in  fourteen  miles,  a  fall  of 
six  hundred  feet  and  upward.^;  while  the  rapids  in 
the  Mississippi  fall,  in  fourteen  miles,  but  twenty- 
four  felt.  Your  committee  admit  that  there  are 
other  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  still  larger  than 
these,  but  higher  up.  (See  report  1842,  page  4.) 
They  admit  and  deny  everything;  they  admit  there 
are  rapids,  and  they  deny  that  there  are  rapids. 
But  these  rapids  are  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  de- 
serve the  appellation  of  rapids;  and  this  is  what  I 
wanted  to  prove  here. 

But  suppose,  as  the  committee  assert,  rhat 
"ihere  are  no  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river:" 
what  shall  be  donel  It  is  clear  that  the  conven- 
tion thought  there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  convention  called 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  As  this  is  so, 
you  cannot  drive  us  out  of  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  into  the  Mississippi  river.  Our  bearing  point 
roust  still  remain  where  it  was  fixed  originally — in 
the  Des  Moines  river  itself.  If  there  be  no  rapids 
there  of  great  magnitude,  we  must  ihen  take  that 
fall  or  declension  of  the  water  in  said  river,  which 
bears  the  nearest  approach  to  a  rapids.  This  is 
what  must  be  done.    Nothing  else  can  be  done. 

6.  The  convention  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the 
Mississippi  river.  The  members  of  the  convention 
are  clear  on  this  point.  I  will  make  the  extracts 
from  the  evidence  as  short  as  possible.  Ramsey 
says:  "I  will  only  add,  that  neither  in  nor  out  of  the 
convention,  during  its  session,  did  I  ever  hear  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  mentioned  as  in  any  way  • 
connected  with  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
State."  Bates  says:  "I  am  satisfied  that,  for  ten 
years  after  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  I 
never  heard  it  suggested  that  the  rapids -of  the 
Mississippi  river  had  any  relation  whatever  to  the 
designation  of  our  northern  boundary.  I  believe 
it  was  an  afterthonght"  Cook  says:  "I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  other  rapids  having  been  spoken 
of  by  any  member  of  the  committee  or  of  the  con- 
ventien;  and,  indeed,  I  had  no  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation of  the  existence  of  the  rapids  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, called  the  Des  Moines  rapids  untU  after  the 
dispute  respecting  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
Slate  had  arisen."  Scott  says:  "J  am  satisfied  that 
the  committee,  and  Congress,  and  the  convention, 
all  meant  and  intended  the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines  itself,  which  were  then  known  to  ex- 
ist, and  were  spoken  of,  and  not  the  rapids  in  the 
Mississippi  river.  Clearer,  more  positive,  more 
unequivocal,  more  pertinent  testimony,  never  was 
given  in  any  case,  to  establish  any  point.  The 
convention,  then,  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

But,  iiside  from  the  evidence,  the  language  used 
in  the  constitution  is  itself  clear,  and  distinct,  and 
unequivocal,  so  far  as  any  amb)|;nity,  in  reference 
to  the  river  in  which  the  rapids  are  to  be  found, 
exists.  I  admit  that,  since  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  there  are  more  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
than  one,  there  is  an  ambiguity  as  to  the  rapids  in 
that  river  which  the  convention  called  for.  But 
that  there  is  any  doubt,  from  the  character  of  the 
language  used,  whether  they  called  for  rapids  in 
the  river  Des  Moines  or  in  the  Mississippi  river,  I 
utterly  deny.  The  phrase  which  is  attempted  to 
be  made  ambiguous  is,  "the  raf)ids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines;"  but  there  is  no  ambiguity  in  it  in  ref- 
erence to  the  river  called  for.  This  phrase  means 
"the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines.^'  The  "falls 
«/ the  Ohio."  There  is  no  ambiguity  here.  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  Ohio."  "The  falls  of  the 
Niagara."  There  is  no  ambiguity  here.  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  Niagara."  "The  falls  of  the 
St.  Anthony."  There  is  no  ambiguity  here.  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  St.  Anthony."  *'The 
rapids  of  the  Mississippi.''     There  »  no  am- 
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bignity  here.  This  means  "the  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi. "The  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.** 
V7hy  fasten  an  ambiguity  herel  This  means  *Me 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;"  and  man  had  total  nis 
keenest  ingenuity,  in  perverting  language  from  its 
proper  use,  before  he  could  tnriure  this  expressioD, 
to  make '  it  mean  rapids  in  the  Mississif^  river. 
If  the  convention  had  called  for  the '4!)es  Moines 
rapids,"  then  an  ambiguity,  as  to  the  river  in  which 
these  rapids  were  to  be  found,  might  have  existed. 
"Des  Moines  rapids"  would  naturally  mean  "rapids 
of  the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  we  know  that  "Pes 
Moines  rapids,"  by  cust€ai,now  means,  and  has  for 
a  long  Lime  meant,  certain  rapids  in  the  Mi^8is- 
sippi  river.  An  ambiguity  might  then  have  exist- 
ed, if  the  phrase  "Des  Moines  rapids"  had  been 
used;  but  that  the  phrase  "the  rapids  of  the  riyer 
Des  Moines"  should  be  considered  ambiguouSt ''^ 
to  the  river  in  which  the  rapids  were  ts  be  found, 
is,  indeed,  strange  enough. 

6.  The  convention  did  call  for  the  rapids  at  the 
Great  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  The  evi- 
dence in  support  of  this  point  is  less  clear  and  l^ss 
abundant  than  in  support  of  some  of  the  Other 
points.  There  are  several  rapids  above  those  at 
the  Great  Bend,  and  some  of  them  are  said  to  be 
even  larger  than  those  at  the  Great  Bend.  General 
Milbum  says:  "My  recollection  is  distinct  rela- 
tive  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  as  de- 
lineated on  the  map.  It  was  represented  at  some 
short  distance  nortn  of  the  Indian  boundary  nm 
by  John  C.  Sullivan  in  1B16,  and  as  striking  the 
rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines."  Sullivan  had 
run  the  Indian  boundary  linefouryearsl>eforethe 
State  constitution  was  formed,  and  had  visited  the 
rapids  at  the  Gh'eat  Bend,  and  had  examined  them, 
and  was  able  to  give  correct  information  in  regard 
to  them.  Our  committee  are  inconsistent  and  con- 
tradictory in  their  report.  In  one  place  they  say, 
"there  are  no  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines."  In 
another  page  they  tell  us  that  the  rapids  at  the  Great 
Bend  "are  not  the  first,  hy  three,  in  ascending  the 
river."  Not  the  first  by  three  I  This  isnotonhr 
giving  us  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines;  but  it  & 
giving  us  one  more  than  anybody  else  has  evwr 
pretended  to  find,  and  three  more  than  anybody, 
whose  business  it  was  really  to  look  for  rapios,  has 
ever  found  below  the  Great  Bend.  Captain  Guion 
surveyed  the  river  to  find  the  obstructions  to  navi- 
gaiion.  He  mixes  them  all  together,  and  says 
there  are  six  rapids  or  "ripples"  ^'in  the  first  bmiu 
dred  miles  in  ascending  from  the  mouth:"  "one  at 
Keosanque,"  fihe  Great  Bend;]  another  "about  ten 
miles  lower  aown;"  "  three  in  forty  miles  above 
the  mill-dam  at  Eeosauque,"  [the  Great  Bend;] 
and  "one  in  forty  miles,  (of  the  mouih,]  having  a 

f  ravel  bottom."  This  makes  three  above  the  Grett 
lend;  one  at  the  Great  Bend,  is  the  fourth;  one 
ten  miles  below,  is  the  fifth;  and  one  in  forty  miles 
of  the  mouth,  is  the  sixth:  making  the  six  in  the 
first  one  hundred  miles;  and,  if  I  am  capable  of 
counting,  only  iwo  below  the  Great  Bend,  and  the 
lowest  of  these  has  a  gravel  bottom.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  this  officer  and  witness  says  they 
are  "slight  rapids,  termed  by  the  boatmen  ripplea}*' 
and  that  he  says,  "I  was  met  in  my  ascent  by  a 
considerable  flood;"  and  then  the  appearance  of  the 
rapids  to  him  will  be  easily  accounted  for.  hk. 
high  water  they  looked  like  ripples  merely,  and 
they  all  looked  alike.  Lieutenant  Frenmnt  says, 
"Another  dam  has  been  built  at  a  rapid  twefve 
miles  lower  down,  [than  the  Great  Bend,]  where 
the.  river  was  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide.  The 
fhll  *  *  «  ♦  was  represented  to  me  as  alight" 
This  is  the  rapid  which  Captain  Guion  fixes  fen 
miles  below  the  Great  Bend.  "Four  and  a  half 
miles  lower  down,  another  dam  is  in  the  coofae  e( 
copstruction,  but  the  rapid  here  is  inconsiderable.*' 
This  is  the  last  noticed  l^  Lieutenant  Fremont^and 
is  the  same  noticed  by  Captain  Guion,  within 
forty  miles  of  the  mouih.  They  differ  slightly  in 
distances;  but  Lieutenant  Fremont  seems  to  luiTo 
been  more  particular  than  Captain  Guion. 

The  lowest  he  fixes  four  miles  and  a  half  bdow 
the  next  above,  and  the  next  only  twelve  niks 
below  the  Great  Bend.  Guion  says  ten.  This 
first  one  has  a  "gravel  bottom,"  anfl  an  "inconsider- 
able" current.  The  commiaee  say,  **there  are 
no  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines."  Of  conrse. 
then,  they  would  not  count  this  "gravel  bottom,*^ 
with  "inconsiderable"  current,  as  one.  The  next 
is  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide — a  little  above 
the  usual  width  of  the  river— the  current  ^'aUght,** 
and  of  course  owing  to  the  fftmi  width  ^fid  waKt 
Of  fhll.    And  ihis  tbe  committee  vonid  not  con<> 
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side r  a  rapids  either.    The  first  rapids,  then  i    a 
the  Great  Bend. 

1^  But  Lientenant  Lea  examined  the  river  especi- 
ally in  reference  to  the  boundary  qoestion  and  the' 
existence  of  rapids.  He  is  your  own  officer  and 
Toar  own  witness,  and  yon  must  not  discredit 
him.  He  says:  "Several  shallow  places,  with 
swift  currents,  are  found  below  the  Great  Bend; 
but  there  is  no  obstruction  of  magnitude  sufficient 
to  deserve  ♦  ♦  ♦  the  appellation  of  *rapids,* 
below  those  at  the  place  thus  named,  where  there 
is,  at  low  water,  a  fall  of  one  or  two  feet  in  about 
eighty  yards."  This  settles  the  question  that  the 
first  rapids  are  at  the  Qr«at  Bend.  Comi^ission- 
ers,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to   examine  the  river,  report  the  rapids  at  the 

.  Great  Bend  as  'Hhe  first  rapids  in  the  river  Des 
Moines  above  the  mouth.''  Lieutenant  Lea  fur- 
ther sa]P6,  the  line  '^passing  through  the  Des 
Moines'river  at  the  Great  Bend  is  understood  to 
be  the  line  claimed  by  the  State  of  Missouri;  and 
if  any  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river  ought  tobe 
regarded  as  the  governing  poii^,  I  believe  that 
these  should  be  taKen,  as  being  the  best  known  on 
account  ot  iheir  proximity  to  the  mouth  and  to  the 
old  boundary.  *  «  *  Should  Congress  be  of 
opinion  that  the  fourth  Hne,  or  the  line  passing 
through  the  Rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river,  is  Che 
true  boundary,  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  definitive  adoption  of  tne  line  already,  run 
through  that  point  by  the  authority,  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  It  was  carefully  surveyed  and  marked 
by  Jdiseph  C.  Brown,  of  St.  Louis,  a  gentleman  in 
every  way  qualified  to  perform  the  duty,"    There 

'  are,  then,  no  rapids  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend, 
according  to  the  report  of  your  own  commissioner. 
In  claiming  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  then, 
we  claim  the  least  we  are  entiUed  to— we  claim 
the  lowest  rapids  in  the  river.  If  you  insist  on 
forcing  us  higher  up,  we  cannot  help  that.  That 
will  be  your  fault,  and  not  ours.  We  show  our 
moderation  by  demanding  as  little  as  we  can — the 
lowest  rapids. 

The  next  argument  to  prove  that  the  rapids  in 
the  Great  Bend  are  the  rapids  called  for  in  fixing 
our  northern  boundary,  has,  singularly  enough, 
been  perverted  by  the  committee  into  an  argument 
to  prove  that  we  had  never  called  for  rapids  in  the 
river  Des  Moines.  In  the  report  made  in  1840, 
your  committee  says,  "the  next  task  is  to  identify 
ihe  rapids  of  the  nver  Des  Moines,"  referred  to  in 
the  boundary  of  Missouri.  The  mind  is  struck  by 
the  fact  that  these  rapids  are  not  placed  in  the 
northern  boundary  line,  but  are  introauced  ior  the 
purpose  of  fixing  a  parallel  of  latitude,  upon  which 
the  western  line  should  terminate;  and  when  this 
parallel  is  thus  located,  the  northern  line  is  re- 
quired to  pursue  it  east,  "to  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel of  the  main  fork  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  * 
♦  ♦  ♦It  cannot  be  readily  con- 

ceived that  a  rapids  of  such  note  and  importance  as 
to  define  a  parallel  of  latitude,  upon  whic)^  one 
line  of  a  ^reat  State  was  made  to  terminate,  and 
along  which  another  line  was  made  to  run  and  cor- 
ner upon  I  hem,  should  yet  not  be  called  for  in  the 
descnpiion  of  ihe  line.  An  object  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  give  the  desired  permanent  notoriety  to  the 
boundarv  lines  of  a  member  of  this  confederacy, 
would  doubtless  have  been  introduced  in  setting 
ibcm  forth  in  the  charter  of  its  existence."  [House 
'  Doc.  No.  2, 1st  sess.  26ih  Congress,  pages  4  and  5.1 
Now,  nothing  is  more  easily  explained  than  all 
this;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  is  more  natu- 
ral than  the  manner  of  describing  the  northern 
boundary  adopted  bv  the  convention;  and  that  man- 
ner of  ocscriDing  shows,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  new, 
and  unexplored,  and  uninhabited  as  the  country 
was,  yet  the  convention  had  information  enough 
about  it  to  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  also 
that  they  did  call  /or>apids  at  the  Great  Bend,  and 
not  for  rapids  higher  up  the  Dss  Moines  river.  It 
shows,  also,  how  the  truth  will  unfold  itself,  and 
how  plain  it  may  be  made.  Here  I  must  ask  a 
reference  10  the  chart  of  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  of  the  northern  boundary,  as  made  out  by 
Lieutenant  X^ea,  and  attached  to  his  report.  It  will 
be  seen  by  this  chart,  that  there  is  a  great  bend  in 
the  Des  Moines  river  at  this  point,  and  that  the 
rapids  are  on  the  east  side  of  this  great  bend,  and 
that  the  river  runs  some  miles  south  of  the  rapids, 
avd  before  it  reaches  the  rapids.  The  rapids  are 
not  called  for  in  the  description  of  the  northern 
boundary.  The  tforthem  boundary  runs  east, 
"slong  tb»  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  tlv oagh 


the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines."  These  rapids 
are  on  the  east  side  of  the  bend.  The  north  bound- 
ary, in  following  the  parallel  of  latitude  from  west  • 
to  east,  encounters  "tne  middle  of  the  channel  of 
the  main  fork  of  the  Des  Moines"  several  miles 
before  it  reaches  the  "rapids"  themselves.  To  have 
pursued  the  parallel  01  latitude  until  it  passed 
through  (he  "rapids,"  would  have  taken  the  line 
across  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  would  have  in- 
cluded, in  the  State  of  Missouri,  several  hundred^ 
and  perhaps  several  thousand  acres  of  land,  lying 
oif  the  north  side  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  This 
the  convention  wantecTto  avoid;  they  wanted  the 
Des  Moines  river  to  be  the  boundary  line.  To 
make  It  so,  when  the  north  boundary  reached  the 
main  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  that  river,  they 
changed  the  direction  of  the  boundary,  and  ran 
down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  main 
fork  of  that  river  to  the  mouth.  If  the  line  had  fol* 
lowed  a  parallel  of  latitude  running  through  any 
other  rapids  in  this  river,  the  rapids  should  have 
been  called  for  in  closing  the  boundary;  because  a 
parallel  of  latitude  passing  through  any  other  rapids 
jn  this  river,  woula  have  struck  the  river,  for  the 
first  time,  at  the  rapids  themselves.  It  is  not  so  at 
the  Great  Bend;  and  these  are  the  only  rapids  in 
the  Des  Moines  river  where  it  is  not  so.  Tnis  pe- 
culiar manner  of  describing  the  northern  boundary 
clearly  fixes  the  rapids  in  the  Great  Bend  as  the 
rapids  called  for  in  describing  that  boundary,  and 
annihilates  the  argument  ofthe  committee  that  these 
rapids  had  not  been  called  for,  and  that  they  were, 
therefore,  in  ilie  Mississippi  river. 

It  may  not  be  in  order  to  say  that  this  error  in  the 
report  of  1840  was  pointed  out  to  the  present  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  and  the  matter  explained 
to  them.  At  all  events,  they  abandon  the  argu- 
ment in  the  first  report,  but  still  maintain  the  same 
position,  but  by  a  difierent  ar^umeiU,  in  the  report 
of  this  session.  Your  committee  now  says  that, 
"as  the  line  on  the  northern  border  of  Missouri, 
upon  the  hypothesis  assumed  by  her,  would  inter- 
sect the  rapids  named  in  her  boundary,  the  almost 
irresistible  presumption  is,  that  those  rapids  would 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  description  of  this  line. 
It  would  be  strange  indeed,  H^  beforehand.  Con- 
fess should  recognise  these  rapids  as  of  such  prom- 
inent consequence  as  to  define  upon  them  a  parallel 
o'f  latitude  which  should  arrest  the  course  of  the 
western  line,  and  should  then  conduct  the  northern 
line  along  this  parallel  to  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  then  along  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
thereof,  passing  through  these  same  rapids,  and  yet 
should  wholly  omit  lo  mention  them  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  line.  Nor  is  this  position  weakened  by 
the  fact  that  the  northern  line  would  strike  the  river 
in  the  bend  above  the  rapids.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  It  would 
be  difficult,  indeed,  to  believe  that,  impressed,  as 
Congress  must  have  been,  with  the  important  char- 
acter of  these  rapids,  it  yet  should  establish  this 
line  so  as  to  cut  them  in  the  centre,  and  yet  make 
no  mention  of  them  as  in  any  way  coimected  with 
it.  How  easy  and  natural  it  would  have  been,  after 
having  proceeded  with  the  boundary  to  the  river 
Des  Moines,  to  have  added,  "thence  down  said 
river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof, 
and  through  ihe  centre  of  the  rapids  aforesaid^  to 
the  mouth  of  ihe  said  river ^  where  it  empties  into 
the  Mississippi."  I  admit  this  would  have  been 
"easy,"  but  not  more  "easjj"  than  idle,  and  silly, 
and  foolish;  because  the  line  was  not  apt  to  be 
lost  a»  long  as  it  was  to  follow  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  a  river  six  hundred  feet  wide. 
But  the  convention  did  not  do  everything  which 
was  "easy"  to  be  done.  Let  me  give  an  example: 
"The  rapids  op  the  river  Des  Moines."  The  conv- 
mittee  says  this  means  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  If  the  convention  so  meant,  how  "easy"  it 
would  have  been  to  have  said  "the  rapids  or  the 
river  Des  Moines"  in  the  fiver  Mississippi.  An- 
other example:  If  the  convention  had  wanted  rrtp- 
ids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  and  had  only  called 
for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  this  would  hAve  fixed  the  rapids  in  that  river 
beyond  all  question;  and  this  would  have  been 
"easy;"  but  they  did  not  do  so.  Then,  if  the  con- 
vention called  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
they  did  not  do  things  in  the  easiest  manner;  but,  in 
this  case,  adopted  the  most  difficult  of  all  modes, 
except  one,  of  accomplishing  their  object.  If  the 
convention  had  called  for  "the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines,"  and  not  for  "the  rapfds  oj  the  river 
Des  Moines,"  then  I  believe  it  would  have  been  a 
little  more  difficult  to  have  driven  us  from  home, 
and  into  the  Mississippi  rivcTi  than  U  is  now^  but 


not  much  more  so.    Then,  our  conveatKA  ^n 
%  do  everything  which  was  "easy."  , 

But  I  am  disposed  to  treat  this  argnmeot  serig 
ly,  although  the  committee  have  shifted  fron 
grounds  assumed  in  their  first  report  Beatea 
their  position,  they  should  have  surrendered, 
pride  which  makes  us  adhere  to  an  opinion  vlq 
convinced  that  that  opinion  is  .  unfounded,  it  a 
erroneous  pride.  In  such  cases  it  is  more  m« 
to  acknowledge  our  error  than  \g  ^assume  ano^ 
false  position*  But  the  comuiittee  has  waived  % 
former,  and  chosen  the  latter  course. 

The  committee  now  says,  thai  although  ^ 
northern  boundary  comes  in  contact  with  the  De 
Moines  river  several  miles  before  it  reaches  tij 
rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  and  then  takes  a  an 
di  reciion  "down  the  middle  of  the  main  chaaad  d 
said  river,"  yet,  in  passing  the  rapids  below,  ik 
boundary  should  take  a  parsing  notice  of  iboi 
rapids.  "The  prominent  objects  through  whid^ 
boundary  passes  should  be  named."  If  the  be  6«i 
with  reference  to  the  northern  boimdar?,  it  isil« 
true,  and  equally  so,  with  reference  to  the  wean] 
boundary.  Let  us  then  see  whether  therroataq 
objects  in  the  western  boandary  were  called  ibi  j 
describing  that  boundary. 

The  southern  boundary  runs  west,  akof  ;^ 
parallel  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  nft* 
utes,  '*to  a  point  where  the  said  parallel  of  latitat 
is  intersected  by  a  meridian  line  passng  throi|^ 
the  middle  ofthe  mouth  of  the  Kansas  hver,who< 
the  same  empties  into  the  Misaouri'river.*  fies^ 
is  a  prominent  object  near  the  centre  ofthe  weae) 
line— "the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river"->«odt^ 
according  to  the  committee,  must  be  called  for  ii 
describing  that  line.  But  this  is  a  descriptioD^ 
the  southern  line.  It  runs  10  said  meridian  lio^n 
that  passing  through  the  mouth  ofthe  Kansas  river* 
and  then  stops.  Then  commences  the  desenptioa 
of  the  western  boundary.  This  starts  at  the  temi 
nation  of  the  southern  boundary,  and  is  in  tka 
words:  "Thence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,  Boni 
along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  interseciiaGJ 
the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  tbrongk  tic 
rapids  of  ihe  river  Des  Moines,  makioc  the  a^ 
line  correspond  wkh  ihe  Indian  boundary  lific' 
This  is  the  description  of  the  western  booi^, 
and  yet  the  prominent  object — the  object  wlud 
fixes  the  meridian  on  which  it  runs— 'Hbe  mool 
ofthe  Kansas  river"— hi  not  <mcp  mentioiieds 
describing  this  boundary.  If  a  failure  to  ctU  fer 
the  "rapiois"  in  the  northern  boundary  unseukstk 
northern  boundary,  then,  by  the  same  rule,a&iifre 
to  call  for  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas,"  in  the  west- 
ern boundary,  unsettles  the  western  booiMbrj, 
But  the  western  boundary  is  not  affected  )a  m 
lailure  to  call  for  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas.*^  Ko 
more,  then,  is  the  northern  boundary  afiected  bjr  a 
failure  to  call  for  the  "rapids."  The  "mouth  oiihe 
Kansas"  is  not  once  mentioned  in  describing  ibe 
western  botmdary. 

Nor  are  "the  rapids  of -ttie  river  Des  Bdwaef 
once  mentioned  in  describing  the  northern  boea- 
dary.  They  are  introduced  as  descriptive  of  tbc 
western  boundary.  They  fix  the  parallel  of  I* 
ittide  on  which  the  western  boundary  is  to  temi- 
nate.  The  southern  boundary  ends  at  the  Derid- 
ian,  passing  through  the  mouth  of  the  Kibsk. 
The  western  boundary  commences  here,  and  nias 
"thence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,"  to  'nhcptrailei 
of  latitude  which  passes  through  the  rapids  of  tbe 
river  Des  Moines."  This  parallel  of  Utitnde  tbe 
western  bot^ndary  intersects,  and  here  tcrmimiei 
and  here  starts  the  northern  boundaij;  aid  this 
runs  "thence  east,  from  the  point  of  iatersectioB 
last  aforesaid,  along  the  said  paralle]  of  latitude, 
to  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fo^  fl^ 
the  said  river  Des  Moines;  thence,  down  andtka^ 
the  middle  oi  the  main  channel  of  the  said  rim 
Des  Moines,  to  the  momh  of  the  same."  Tlusis 
the  description  of  the  northern  boiudary.  Tke 
"rapids"  ere  not  once  mentioned  in  ii,aBy  nwre 
than  was  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas"  mentiooe^ffi 
describing  the  western  boundary.  It  waswbol^ 
useless  to  do  so..  When  you  fix  the  tcraiinatiflB  a 
the  western  boundary,  thcin  you  have  the  begumii^ 
of  the  northern  boundary.  The  terminatioD  of  Ae 
western  boundary  is  the  "parallel  of  latitude  whick 
passes  through  the  rapids  ofthe  river  DesMoiitt 
At  this  termination  the  northern  boundary  begitt 
Along  this  parallel  of  latitude  the  nonbera  bw 
ary  runs.  No  point  need  be  called  for  aJoo*  » 
parallel  of  latitude  till  you  cease  tofcitowit  n 
I  following  it,  the  first  objcDt  yon  strike,  w 
i   cfaftDgesyoardigectiOi^^MwldDeiMigtoiffiig 
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1  done.  We  strike  the  Dcs  Moines  river  several 
iles  before  we  reacb  the  "rapids" — we  run  to  ihe 
jddle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork — we  call 
r  this  point — we  then  change  our  direction,  and 
Uow  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river 
«3  Moines,  and  we  pass  through  the  rapids  at  the 
reat  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines,  and  do  not  notice 
em  any  more  than  we  did  the  "month  of  the 
iansas"  in  running  the  western  boundary  through 
lai;  por  was  it  -necessary  to  do  so.  But  the  com- 
littee  insists  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  certain  to  say 
e  are  ^ing  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
f  the  river  Des  Moines.  We  must  say  "we  are 
issing  through  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend.'' 
his  was  sorely  unnecessary,  if  not  worse  than 
jdess. 

I  admit  that,  if  the  "month  of  the  Kansas"  had . 
fen  the  terminating  point  of  the  western  boondai>, 
en  the  mouth  of  that  river  should  have  been  cail- 
I  for  in  the  description  of  the  western  boundary.  So, 
thenorthern  boundary  had  ran  along  the  parallel  of 
litude  up  to  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines," 
id  had  there  changed  its  direction,  then  the  "rap- 
Is"  should  have  been  called  for,  also.  In  this  case, 
le  description  should  have  been  in  these  words: 
lence  east  Irom  the  point  of  intersection  aforesaid, 
long  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  "the  middle  or 
le  rapids  of  the  fiver  Des  Moines;"  and  thence 
3wn  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  main 
»rk  of  said  river,  calling  for  none  of  the  "ripples" 
r  "rapids"  below.  As  the  rapids  are  not  called  for 
:ihe  closing  of  the  northern  boundary  on  the  Des 
loines  river,  it  seems  conclusive  that  the  rapids  at 
\t  Great  Bend  are  the  rapids  called  for  by  thecon- 
ention.  The  line  would  have  struck  the'  rapids  at 
ly  other  point  as  soon  as  it  reached  the  river;  but 
3t  so  at  this  point:  and  this  is  the  only  point  where 
is  not  so. 

Bui  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend  are,  no  doubt, 
le  rapids  called  for  by  the  constitution .  But,  under 
»e  usual  rule  of  construction,  if  we  had  no  evi- 
ence,  we  might  be  entitled  to  rapids  much  higher 
p  the  Des  Moines  than  those  at  the  Great  l^nd. 
V  hen  a  line  calls  for  a  long  or  a  large  object  as  a 
earing  point,  without  designating  the  particular 
bject  called  for,  the  line  must  be  fixed  in  the  cen- 
re  of  the  object.  When  a  line  calls  for  several  ob- 
kcts  as  a  bearing  point,  the  medium  point,  between 
lem  is  the  true  position  for  the  line.  When  a  line 
alls  for  one  of  several  objects,  without  designating 
le  particular  object,  the  true  position  is  on  that  ob- 
5Ct  nearest  the  centre  of  the  several  called  for.  XJn- 
er  this  rule,  if  our  evidence  does  not  show  that  we 
re  entitled  to  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  then  we 
re  entitled  to  rapids  still  higher  up. 

7.  There  are  no  rapids  below  the  Great  Bend.  I 
ave,  in  part,  shown  this  in  the  preceding  part  of 
ay  argument.  There  is  a  ripple  ten  miles  below, 
ccording  to  Captain  Guion,  and  twelve,  according 
9  Lieutenant  Fieifiont.  The  fall  is  "slight;"  but 
idiher  of  them  fixes  it  at  anything — not  so  much  as 
Ive  inches.  There  is  a  shoal  with  a  "gravel  bot- 
}in,"  with  an'  "inconsiderable"  current,  four  miles 
nd  a  half  lower  down,  according  to  Lieutenant 
''nemont,  and  "forty  miles  above  the  mouth,"  ac- 
ording  to  Captain  Gulon.  Of  course  this  is  no 
rapids" — havmg  a  gravel  bottom,  and  butlitilecur- 
ent.  There  are  no  others  below  the  Great  Bend, 
lieutenant  Lea  says  "there  is  no  obstruction  of 
Dag:nitnde  sufficient  to  deserve  the  ****  appellation 
*f  'rapids'  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend."  (See 
lis  report,  Doc.  Na  1S8,  3d  sess.  25th  Cong.,  p.  6.) 
rhese  are  all  youf  own  witnesses,  and  you  snoula 
lot  discredit  them.  The  evidence  of  Lieutenant 
i'ta,  especially,  is  entitled  to  weight.  He  surveyed 
eith  reference  to  this  very  .question.  The  other 
^tlemen  did  not.  He  was  looking  for  rap- 
ds.  They  were  looking  for  obstructions  to 
layigation.  You  should  credit  Lieutenant  Lea, 
hen,  when  he  tells  you  there  are  no  obstruc- 
ions  which  deserve  the  name  of  rapids  below  the 
jfreat  Bend.  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
State  of  Missouri  to  examine  the  Des  Moines  riv- 
jr,  report,  also,  that  there  are  no  rapids  below  the 
3lreat  Bend.  The  truth  is,  the  twb  points  below 
he  Great  Bend^  which  the  committee  sometimes 
iignify  with  the  appellation  of  rapids,  have  really 
1  tall  of  but  five  or  six  inches  in  fifty  or  one  hun- 
dred yards;  and  of  course  are  not  rapids,  and  hardly 
*ripples." 

1  have  now  shown:  1st.  That  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  &  1820;  does  not  give  boundaries  to  the 
State  of  Missouri;  2d.  That  the  constitution  of  the 
l^te,  sanctioned  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  2d 
March,  1821,  admitting  Missouri  into  the  UnioOi 


does  give  boundaries  to  the  State;  3d.  That  the 
convention  which  adopted  the  State  constitution  be- 
lieved there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river; 
4th.  That  thev  called  for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river;  5th.  That  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river;  6th.  That  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend  are  of 
considerable  size  and  magnitude,  and  distinctly 
marked,  and  the  first  in  ascending  the  river;  7th. 
That  the  convention  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  8th.  That  they  aid  call  for 
rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  in  the  Des  Moines 
river. 

If  the  first  act  of  Congress  were  the  controlling 
instrument,  and  gave  the  boundaries  to  the  State, 
and  not  the  constitution  of  the  State,  sanctioned  by 
the  second  act  of  Conc^ress,  still  our  evidence  would 
show  us  entitled ^o  the  boundary  we  claim,  even 
under  the  net  of  Congress.  The  evidence  to  ex 
plain  the  ambiguitjr  ip  the  act  of  Congress,  as  well 
as  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  State,  shows  that 
the  rapids  called  for  were  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
itself,  and  not  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

In  reference  to  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of  Con- 
fess, 1  think  I  hazard  but  little  in  saying  that  there 
IS  but  one  man  now  living  who  can  testify  with  any 
certainty.  That  man  is  the  honorable  John  Scott, 
who  was  the  delegate  from  tlie  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, and  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee; 
and  who  drew  up  the  act  of  Congress  in  which  this 
ambiguity  is  found.  The  ambiguous  words  are, 
"the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines."  Were  they 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river,  or  were  they  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  river"? 
'  The  honoraole  John  Scott  says: 

"At  the  time  the  act  of  6th  of  March,  1820,  was 
passed  by  Congress,  amhorizing  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitation  and  Stale  Government, 
the  general  geography  was  but  little,  and  the  topog- 
raphy of  that  part  of  the  State  still  less  known.  I 
(who  represented  the  couniry)  knew  so  little,  that  I 
had  to  rely  on  the  information  of  others  in  regard 
to  the  lines.  I  applied  to  several  for  information. 
•  ♦  ♦  ♦  They  all  concurred  that  there 
were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself,  some 
sixty  miles  from  the  mouth.  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  I 
am  entirely  sure  that  the  rapids  spoken  of  in  the 
bill,  and  intended  by  the  committee,  were  the  rap- 
ids in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself,  and  not  the  rap- 
ids in  the  Mississippi  river,  called,  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  the 
*Des  Moines  rapids.' " 

This  evidenfec  is  clear,  unequivocal,  and  to  the 
point.  It  explains  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  fixes  the  meaning  of  that  act  beyond  the 
possibility  of  a  doubt.  It  settles  the  point  that,  by 
the  expression  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines," 
Congress  meant  the  rapids-in  the  river  Des  Moines 
itself,  and  not  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river.  I  de- 
fy the  introduction  ol  any  other  witness  to  prove  the 
reverse  of  this.  It  cannot  be  done,  because  this  is 
true.  The  credibility,  the  respectability,  and  the 
entire  veracity  of  our  witness,  is  unquestionable. 
He  speaks  to  the  point,  positively,  unequivocally, 
and  conclusively.  Then,  with  him  who  beheves 
the  act  of  Congress  gives  boundaries  to  our  State, 
this  settles  the  matter. 

This  would  seem  to  close  my  case  in  reference 
to  the  northern  boundary;  and  I  would  leave  that 
boundary  here,  if  some  arguments  of  the  committee 
did  not  seem  to  require  an  answer. 

The  committee  finds  an  ambiguity  in  the  use  of 
the  word  "of."  "The  rapids  'of  the  river  Des 
Moines."  This,  phrase  does  not  mean  the  rapids 
**in"  the  river  Des  Moines,  according  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  means  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in 
the  Mississippi  river.  In  the  general,  loo,  it  would 
mean  the  rapids  "in"  the  Des  Moines  river;  but  in 
this  particular  case  it  does  not.  Yet,  in  their  re- 
port of  1840,  "the  committee  admit  that  the  name 
of  the  rapids,  called  for  in  the  boundary  of  that  State, 
would  indicate  their  situation  to  be  'in'  the  river 
DesMoines."— iS5»«.  6  of  that  report. 

In  the  report  of  this  session,  the  committee  says, 
"it  is  not  *a  rapids  in,'  but  *lhe  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines,' which  was  thought  worthy  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  those  other  conspicuous  and  everlasting 
monuments  of  divisional  State  Im^."  The  "Des 
Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi  river,  were  called 
for;"  then  it  follows  that  the  "rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  are  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 
"What  a  conspicuous  and  everlasting  monument" 
of  sophistry  and  perversion  of  language !  "The 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,"  the  "FaUs  of  the  Potomac," 
"the  Palls  of  the  St.  Peter's,"  fthe  Falls  of  the 
Niagara/'  do  not  n«an  fall«  "in"  those  several 


rivers,  as  the  committee  would  construe  the  lan- 
guage. "The  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river"  do 
not  mean  rapids  in  that  river.  "Thence,  down 
along  the  middle  'of  the  main  channel  'of  the 
the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth  of  the ' 
same,"  does  not  mean  "in"  the  Des  Moines  river, 
according  to  our  committee.  To  express  this 
meaning,  the  language  should  be:  "thence,  down 
along  the  middle,  'in^  the  main  channel,  'in'  the 
Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth."  This  would  have  been 
clear,  but  the  phrase  is  very  ambiguous  as  the 
word  ""of  was  used;  and,  perhaps,  the  committee 
would  rather  incline  to  the  oelief  that  "the  middle 
'of  the  main  channel  'of  the  Des  Moines,"  was 
in  the  middle  in  the  main  channel  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  but  such  perversion  of  languaffe  is 
unbecoming  grave  legislators.  They  should  look 
at  things  as  they  are,  and  meet  the  truth  as  it 
comes,  and  pervert  nothing.  There  is  an  ambi- 
guity as  to  what  "rapids  oi  the  river  Des  Moines" 
were  meant.  The  convention  did  not  know  at  the 
time  that  there  was  more  than  one  rapids  in  the 
Des  Moines;  but  there  is  no  ambiguity  as  to  the' 
river  in  which  these  rapids  are  to  be  found. 

If  the  convention  had  used  the  expression  "Des 
Moines  rapids,"  then  there  would  have  been  an 
ambiguity  as  to  the  river  in  which  we  were  to 
look  for  these  rapids.  The  phrase  "Des  Moines 
rapids,"  would  readily  indicate  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines;  and  a  stranger,  knowing  nothing  of 
the  rapids',  would  look  in  that  river  to  find  them. 
But  the  history  of  the  country  shows  us  that  there 
are  rapids  in  the  Mississij)pi  river,  called  the  "Des 
Moines  rapids;"  because  ttiey  are  near  the  mouth 
of  Des  Moines  river,  and  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  "Rock  river  rapids"  in  the  Mississippi,  near 
th;  mouth  of  Rock  river. 

In  this  state  of  the  case,  a  stranger  might  well 
have  hesitated  whether  to  look  for  the  rapids  in 
the  Des  Moines  river  or  in  the  Mississippi  river.- 
He  would  reason  in  this  way:  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  should  be  in  the  Des  Moines  river,  but 
there  are  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Miisissippi 
also;  and  yet  if  the  convention  had  called  for  the 
latter,  to  make  the  description  certain,  they  should 
have  said  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  This  would  have  been  adding  bat 
four  words,  and  would  have  fixed  the  boundary 
beyond  all  doubt  on  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi. 
But  to  have  used  the  phrase  "Des  Moines  rapids," 
and  to  have  omitted  tne  woi^ds  "in  the  Mississippi 
river,"  would  have  left  the  constitution  ambiguous 
as  to  the  river  called  for,  and  have  left  the  north 
boundary  fioaling  between  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  "  and  "the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi 
river."  And  in  that  case,  the  State  of  Missouri 
might  well  have  contended  that  the  rapids  were  in 
the  Des  Moines  river.  Then  to  say  that  the  ex- 
pression "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines" 
means  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  is  "pre- 
posterous apdatxiurd." 

In  the  report  of  1840,  the  committee  says:  "A 
boundary  line,  as  stable  and  enduring  as  the  Des 
Moines  rapids  of  the  Mississippi,  and  as  certain 
as  the  operations  of  science,  was  prescribed."  Bee 
page  7.  In  1842,  the  committee  says:  "It  was  the 
^Des  Moines  rapids,'  in  the  great  'father  of  waters,' 
that  Congress  adopted  and  set  forth  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  monuments  in  all  the  boundary  of 
Missouri"  See  page  11.  Here  the  committee  la- 
bors under  the  mistake  of  supposing  the  first  act  of 
Congress  controlled  the  boundary,  and  not  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Sute,  sanctioned  by  the  second  act 
of  Congress,  admitting  the  State  into  the  Union. 
They  overlook  also  the  testimony  of  John  ScotL 
which  is  clear  and  conclusive  on  this  point,  and 
would  be  so  decided  in  any  court  of  justice  in  the 
Union,  or  the  world.  He  was  Our  Delegate.  He 
drew  up  the  first  act  of  Congress.  He  says  he  **ap- 
plied  to  several  for  information;"  that  "they  all 
concurred  that  there  were  rapids  in  the  river  Des 
Moines  itself;"  that  "the  nipids  Spoken  of  in  the 
bill,  and  intended  by  the  committee,  were  the  rapids 
in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself;"  and  that  they  did 
not  refer  to  "the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
called,  from  their  proximity  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Des  Moines  river,  the  Des  Moines  rapids."  Here 
is  the  naked  truth  in  reference  to  the  history  of  the 
act  of  Congress;  and  I  defy  any  man  to  bring  a 
particle  of  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Then,  what 
a  perversion  of  truth  to  say  that  "it  was  the  'Des 
WToines  rapids,'  in  the  great  *ftither  of  floods,'  which 
Congress  adopted  and  set  forth  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  monuments  in  all  the  boundaries  of  Mis- 
)  souril"  -         '        . 
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Let  it  be  noliced  hf)re,  distinctly,  that  the  com- 
mittee lis  makiDg  the  description  of  the  bounda- 
ri^  emanate  with  Congress;  ahd  this  givers  the 
lutguage  of  the  description  an  Eoglish  origin. 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  when  the  commit- 
tee wish,  to  French  ily  the  description  of  the  bound- 
aiies,  they  then  refer  to  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
where  the  population  was  mostly  French;  and  they 
fifive  that  a  French  origin.  In  this  way,  they  have 
ingeniuosly  worked  themselves  into  the  belief, 
that  the  expression  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines"  is  a  translation  of  the  French  phrase, 
"J^s  rapide*^  de  la  riviere  Des  Moines,"  and  that  it 
was  so  {ntended  by  the  convention,  and  meant  the 
"Des  Moines  rapids."  Alter  attaching  this  con- 
struction to  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which 
was  adopted  among  the  French  population,  and 
therefore  had  a  sort  of  French  origin,  thev  then 
refer  back  to  the  act  of  Ck>ngre8S,  and  make  the 
same  construction  attach  to  that  instrument,  the 
(Migin  of  which  was  clearljr  and  purely  English. 
QMt  i  am  unwilling  to  submit  to  this.  The  com> 
mittee  must  admit  that  the  act  of  Congress  is  pure- 
ly of  Elnglish  origin.  If  so,  the  phrase  "the  rapids 
of  the  river  Pes  Moines,"  used  in  the  act,  is  not  even 
a  translation  from  the  French.  And  if  it  was  used 
in  the  rftt  of  Congress  without  being  a  translation 
from  the  French,  it  is  fair  to  presume  it  was  used 
in  the  constitution  without  beinsr  a  translation 
from  the  French  also;  and  if  so,  ii  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  phrase  by  which  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  were  designated  in 
French.  The  convention  cdnhisted  of  forty  mem- 
bers, two  of  whom  were  Frenchmen — and  thirty- 
eight  Americans,  mostly  Virginians  amd  Kentuck- 
ians — a  people  who  would  not  readily  adopt  a  French 
idiom  in  any  part  of  America.  As,  then,  no  rapids* 
in  the  Mississippi  river  are  called  "the  rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines,"  and  as  this  expression  is  not 
of  French  origin,  we  must  not  place  these  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  river,  but  leave  them  in  the 
Des  Moines  river,  to  which  they  properly  belong. 

A  letter  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  jr.,  in  reply  to  a 
letter  of  Lieutenant  Lea,  has  been  referred  to  in 
his  report,  and  the  committee  seems  to  have  ez- 
traotea  from  that  report.  He  says:  "Youfs  of  the 
15th  instant  requests  me  to  state  by  what  appella- 
tion the  Des  Moines  and  tlock  river  rapids  'of  the 
Mississippi  are  generally  known  amonethe  French 
iahabitamsof  the  country.  In  reply,  f  beg  to  state 
tha^  I  have  never  known  them  designated  otherwise 
than  as  *Us  rapides  de  la  riviere  Des  Moine^  and 
'les  raipides  de  la  rivHre  de  la  Roche.^ "  I  have  no 
doubt  this  is  so,  and  yet  I  do  not  know  it,  although 
a  Missourian;  and  I  think  I  hazard  very  little  in 
saying,  that  not  a  single  member  of  Congress  knew 
it  when  the  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  constitution.  It  so, 
they  described  the  bourdaries  of  the  intended  State 
.without  any  reference  to  the  French  name  of  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  no  doubt,  in 
using  the  same  language,  the  couveotion  did  the 
same  thing.  Mr.  Chouteau  does  not  say  that  the 
convention  called  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
river.    In  his  letter  there  is  no  such  assertion. 

But  another  item  of  evidence  given  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  to  show  that  the  convention 
called  lor  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  is,  that,  "as  early  as  1799,  the  French 
governor-general  granted  to  Louis  Honore  a  tract 
of  land,  to  adjoin  '  auz  rapides  de  la  riviere  des 
Moines;'  and  the  validity  of  this  grant,  upon  this 
descriptive  call,  has  been  affirmed  by  Congre!^ 
within  the  last  few  years."  See  page  10,  report 
of  1843.  This  piece  of  testimony  is  of  the  same 
character  with  the  other— only  weaker,  being  built 
upon  the  other.  Congress  confirmed  the  grant  to 
Louis  Honore,  because  the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
were  called  by  the  French  "  aux  rapides  de  la 
riviere  des  Moines;"  and  the  committee  now  intro- 
duces this  confirmation  as  further  evidence  that 
the  rapids  were  so  called.  The  confirmation  proves 
no  such  thing.  But  admit  these  rapids  were  so 
caUtd,  and  it  does  not  prove  thai  "the  rapids  ofthe 
river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "  Des  Moines  rapids" 
of  liie  Mississippi.  Just  as  well  might  you  say  that 
"the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "Des 
Moines  rapids"  ofthe  Mississippi.  The  language 
is  o(  precisely  the  same  import.  But  a  confirma- 
tion of  a  title  to  a  small  tract  of  land  is  by  no  means 
ooD^lttSire  evidence  that  the  claimant  was  entitled 
to  the  land.  It  is  well  known,  and  unfortunate, 
too,  that  the  best  clatms  are  sometimes  neglected  by 


granted.  The  "  Des  Moines  rapids"  are  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  are  known  by  that  name;  but 
these  are  one  rapids,  and  "  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  another,  and  a  totally  difierent  and 
distinct  rapids,  to  be  found  in  another  and  a  totally 
different  and  disiinct  place. 

The  rapidi*  in  the  Mississippi  river  bad  a  distinct 
name,  by  which  they  were  well  known.  "Vour 
Committee  says,  by  the  French,  they  "were  known 
by  the  name  Mes  rapides  de  la  riviere  des  Moines;'" 
"by  the  Americans,  they  were  called  the  ^T>ts 
Moines  rapids.* "  "Both  these  phrases  aie  nani^es, 
and  not  descriptions,"  says  the  comnutt«e.  See 
report  1842,  page  10.  This  is  true:  they  are  names; 
and  these  names  were  well  known  to  many  pel- 
sons,  and  had  been  for  many  years,  before  the  State 
Government  was  formed.  Now,  if  •the  convention 
had  intended  to  refer  to  these  rapids^  would  they 
not  have  used  one  or  the  other  of  these  name$7  If 
they  had  wanted  to  call  for  these  rapids,  is  it  pos- 
sible that,  out  of  forty  members,  the  most  intelligent 
men  in  the  country,  not  one  of  them  knew  the  name 
of  a  rapids  so  noted  as  the  committee  represent? 
this  to  Del  Is  it  not  incredible,  if  they  intended  to 
refer  to  these  rapids,  that  they  should  have  dropped 
the  true  name  in  both  languages,  and  have  used  a 
name  by  which  these  rapids  were  never  known, 
either  before  orafterwardsl  Would  they  not  have 
used  the  very  name  by  which  the  rapids  were 
knownl  Would  they  not  have  mad^  the  matter 
still  more  certain,  by  saying  "the  Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  riverl  This  would  have 
fixed  the  rapids  beyond  all  dispute  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  how  perfectly  "easy"  this  would 
have  been. 

The  convention  did  not  use  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  names;  the  convention  used  no  name 
— and  for.  the  very  best  reason  in  the  world  they 
used  no  name:  that  is,  because  the  rapids  which 
they  referred  to  had  no  name.  They  were  but  lit^ 
tie  known.  They  were  high  up  in  a  wilderness. 
An  occasional  hunter  had  seen  them;  the  trappers 
had  sometimes  passed  th^m  in  their  canoes;  per- 
haps a  few  traders  had  seen  them;  and  the  survey- 
or, John  C.  Sullivan,  had  seen  them.  He  had  sur- 
veyed the  Indian  boundary  in  1816.  four  years  be- 
fore the  convention  was  held.  When  the  conven- 
tion met,  they  called  upon  him  and  other  gentlemen 
for  information  about  the  rapids:  so  we  learn  from 
the  remaining  members  of  that  convention — and 
perhaps  they  Know  something  more  about  it  than 
our  cominittee.  Sullivan  was  prepared  to  give 
them  the  information  wanted.  The  rapids  which 
he  had  visited  were  but  about  nine  miles,  or^as  the 
witness  says,  but  "a  short  distance  north  of  the  In- 
dian boundary  line."  These  were  at  the  Great 
Bend.  The  country  was  vhoUy  new.  This  was, 
no  doubt,  the  first  public  notice  which  had  ever 
been  taken  of  these  rapids.  Of  course,  then,  they 
had  no  name.  The  convention  used  them  as  if 
they  had  no  name,  and  were  noticed  in  a. public 
manner  for  the  first  time.  It  was  certainly  not 
known  then  that  there  were  any  other  rapids  in  th^ 
Des  Moines  river  above.  It  is  not  possible  to  mag- 
nify anything  into  a  rapids  which  can  be  found  be- 
low. The  phrase  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines"  was  used  as  a  description,  and  not  as  a 
name.  Of  course,  the  description  belongs  only  to 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  It  could  not  de- 
scribe the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

"Les  rapides  de  la  riviftre  Des  Moines."  "The 
Des  Moines  rapids."  By  the  first,  the  French,  and 
by  the  latter,  the  Americans,  called  the  rapids  in 
the  Mississippi  river.  "Both  these  phrases  are 
names,  and  not  descriptions."  So  says  our  commit- 
tee; and  in  this  they  are  correct.  These  names 
are  quoted  wherever  we  find  them.  So  are  all 
names  made  up  of  phrases;  and  especially  when 
of  long  use  and  standing,  they  are  almost  invaria- 
bly used  as  quotations.  It  is  probable  that  this  prac- 
tice of  quoting  names  and  phra.vs  has  been  fol- 
lowed nowhere  more  closely  than  by  our  conven- 
tion in  forming  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  Even 
the  words  and  phrases,  "Senate,"  "House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," "General  Assembly,"  "Supreme 
Court,"  "  Chancellor,"  "circuit  courts,"  "State  of 
Missouri,"  "agai^3t  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State,"  "great  seal  of  the  Bute  of  Missouri;"  all 
these  are  marked  in  the  constitution  as  quotations. 
And  yet  the  phrase,  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,"  is  not  used  in  the  constitution  as  a  quo- 
tation; and  it  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  conven- 
tioh  did  not  use  it  as  a  name.  If  they  had  trans- 
lated it  from  the  Froich,  they  would  have  used  it  as 


loo,  inu  me  oeai  ciaims  are  sometimes  neglected  by .      lated  it  from  tne  Froicb,  tbey  would  nave  used  it  as 
Congress,  while  the  moat  iniquitous  are  sometimes  |[  aqtUHation  mote  rckdily  than  ever.    If  they  had  | 


used  it  as  an  awkward  stagger  for  the  "Dor 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river,  they 
have  used  it  as  a  quotation,  under  the  si 
that  they  had  staggered  upon  the  right 
they  did  not  use  it  as  a  qpotai^>Oi  and  of  eoofse 
a«  a  name,  but  merely  as  #  description.  Tlif  li 
"Des  Moines  rapids"  wqu14  have  been  w^r^  aa4 
quoted  as-a  name,  b^ause  U  was  a  name  of  knf 
sts^pding,  and  weU  known.  But  the  eofpmiitee 
stultify  themselves  in  attemp^kig  to  stultify  ovcoa- 
vention.  They  ought  to  believe  that  the  copvea- 
tion  me^nt  iirhat  they  said,  ami  said  what  ihej 
meat\i,  and  Iqaew  what  they  were  4oing. 

The  history  of  this  maUier  shotp^  thai  there  was 
nothing  Frepch  about  it— np^  even  a  traikslaiiOD  pf 
the  name  of  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  words  used  in  the  consecution,  in  describiBf 
the  boui^daries  of  Missouri,  are  the  same  as  the 
Words  used  in  the  act  c^  Congress  for  that  pttrposc. 
The  act  of  Congress,  I  have  stated  before,  was 
drawn  up  in  this  place,  by  the  hfo^orable  Johi 
Scott,  who  was  then  the  Delegate  in  this  Housr 
i*rom  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  an^  who,  with  the 
aid  of  the  comniiitee,  gave  birth  and  origin  to  the 
act,  and  to  the  roemor^le  phrase,  "the  rapids  ^ 
the  river  Des  Moine^"  and  particularly  to  the  osi 
ofthe  memorable  "of,"  whien  has  played  so  con- 
spicuous a  part  in  all  this  difficulty,  tt  would  be 
rather  awkward  to  say  "the  rapids  in  the rtver  Des 
Moines"  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  yet  the  ex- 
pression, "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines"  9f 
the  Mississippi  river,  is  of  precisely  the  same  char- 
acter and  import.  And  this  lauer,  according  io  the 
committee,  is  the  mode  of  expression  used  by  t^ 
convention,  only  made  complete.  But  neither  the 
Congress  which  passed  the  act,  nor  the  coovcsticA 
which  adopted  the  constitution,  was  the  place  in 
which  to  find  such  an  awkward  use,  or  such  an 
abuse,  of  our  language,  as  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  fasten  upon  inem. 

Besides  all  this,  "the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the 
Mississippi  river  were  unfit  to  fix  a  boundary. 
They  were  too  long.  To  call  for  them  to  fix  tie 
northern  boundary,  was  like  calling  for  the  Missis- 
sippi river  itself.  A  whole  range  erf* conniies  woold 
have  been  lefl  in  unceruinty  by  such  a  call.  Tbe 
convention  wanted  a  point  to  run  to,  not  a  line  as 
long  as  some  of  our  States.  They  never  called  for 
a  line  fourteen  miles  lon^,  instead  of  a  point  but 
eighty  yards  long.  A  rapids,  eighteen  Inches  deep, 
falling  two  feet  in  eighty  yards,  with  a  swift  cur- 
rent, but  eighty  yar£  long,  six  hundred  feet  wide, 
falling  perpendicularly  as  much  as  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  for  three  or  lour  hundred  feet  of  the  width 
of  the  stream,  is  as  good  a  point,  and  as  promioest 
a  monument,  as  any  State  could  ask  to  fix  her 
boundary.  And  this  is  the  description  ol  the  rap- 
ids at  the  Great  Bend,  and  a  true  one.  The  cce- 
vention  would  not  have  leA  a  point  so  suitable  as 
this,  and  have  taken  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  loi^. 

But  "the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi 
river  are  "upwards  of  fourteen  miles  long."  They 
"have  had  great  notoriety  since  the  date  c^  the  first 
settlements  above  them,  abd,  during  the  period  that 
Louisiana  was  held  by  the  French,  were  known." 
So  says  the  committee.  If,  then,  the  conrentka 
had  called  for  them,  they  would  have  ascertaiacd 
their  magnitude,  and  their  "fourteen  miles  of 
length"  and  upwards.  If  they  bad  done  so, is  it  aot 
luoredible  to  .suppose  that  they  would  have  lefttlie 
north  boundary  "dancing"  through  this  distance  of 
fourteen  miles,  when,  in  one  word  more,  they 
could  have  said  the  line  shall  runtbroogb  the  tap* 
tr  endy  the  middle,  or  the  upper  end^  of  "the  De» 
Moines  rapids"  ofthe  Mississippi  riverl  Bultbej 
said  no  such  thing.  Is  jl  not  ucredlble,  thea,  to 
suppose  they  could  have  meant  any  soch  thingl 
Does  anybody  believe  they  didi 

Congress  wanted  "natural  and  striking  objects 
of  great  notoriety  and  magnitude"  in  fixing  the 
boundarirs.  So  says  the  committee.  If  this  was  all 
they  wanted,  and  they  were  regardless  of  the  sixe 
andsha^peof  the  State,tbe  moutS  of  the  Des  Moines 
was  tha  very  thing.  This  was  only  one  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  and  wss 
a  "prominent  monument"  and  a  notaMe  point.  It 
is  strange  the  convention  did  not  fix  on  this,  in  i>re^ 
erence  to  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  in  length,  if  tbey 
were  regardless  of  the  shape  and  size  of  the  State. 
But  they  were  not  regardleJ'S  ol  these  things.  Tlie 
honorable  John  Scott  says  they  wanted  lo  make  "tke 
Missouri  river  run  through  the  centre  of  l^  Stale 
from  west  to  east."  This  was  natural  QK»igb,tii 
DO  doubt  the  feelings  of  the  whole  convemioQ.  A 
a^emorlal  of  the  Legislature  of  th»  T^ttltKfd 
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liia<9«ritpffay^dforaUafe  op  the  parallel  of  lati- 
Qi(iB.'Pftm9^(bfQUga  the  mouth  of  Rock  river. 
Tik^fK  tlifsr  W011I4  S^ve  9iruck  ihe  Des  Moines  six- 
X  or  s^i^l  i9l|esal>ov4  the  mooth,  if  not  more. 
Sof  inu>(  <M  informationi  it  was  impossible  for  ihem 
p.be  eniirejy  aecuratq  and  they  might  still  have 
fpilfid  to  get  an  eqaal  amoom  of  territory  on  each 
B<Wt  of  the  Misfonri  river. 

T^he  expression  "down  the  middle  of  the  main 
brli  of  thi  Des  Moines'' is  used  in  the  Consiita- 
ioB.  "The  main  fork"  was  used  to  mean  some- 
hlAK-  ^  must  have  been  known  there  was  no 
i>rli  near  the  mouth.  The  hunters  and  trappers 
Mbd  np  doubt  been  up  the  river  some  distance, 
^llivan  and  his  party  had  not  travelled  up  the 
iv^,  but  had  gone  across  the  country  from  the  In- 
U4Df  bouadary  to  the  rapids.  He  may  have  be- 
ifved  another  branch  of  the  river  put  in  at  the 
lonhem  point  of  the  Great  Bend,  out  near  the 
pouth  of  the  Des  Moines  it  must  have  been  well 
rnown  there  was  no  fork;  and  the  convention  had 
nfoirmatioai  no  doubt,  that  there  was  no  fork  with- 
nany^  short  distance  of  the  mouth — certainly  not 
viibiQ  the  reach  even  of  the  u[>per  end  of  the 
^Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi  river.  If 
o,  then  the  convention  did  not  call  lor  these  r^p* 
ds,  bat  for  a  point  much  higher  up  the  Des  Moines 
fver,  aada^ve  the  "fork*"  of  that  river,  as  they 
ngpo^ed. 

Tfa«  committee,  in  the  report  of  1840,  sars:  "it 
s  preposterous  to  suppose  that  Congress,  after  act* 
ng  with  so  much  predsion  on  all  ine  other  lines  of 
Hissonri,  should  leave  the  northern  one  dancing 
ibont  between  four  or  five  unknown,  nameless, 
ind  inconsiderable  rapids,  over  a  breadth  of  fifty 
nHevofcoimtiV^Chedxtem  of  which  Was  then  un- 
rnown.^'  "tJnknown,  nameless,  and  inconsidera- 
te rapida"  They  were  "  unknown;"  and  this  is 
he  V^ryf  reason  why  the  precise  rapids  were  not 
lesij^aied.  We  have  no  evidence  that  the  con- 
rention  knew  of  the  existence  of  any  more  than 
»ne  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  when  the  eon- 
titutioR  was  formed,  and  the  north  boundary  was 
kot  intended  to  be  leA  "dancing"  between  several 
apids;  yet,  unfortunately,  .such  seems  to  have  been 
he  case,  from  our  recent  surveys.  But,  as  we  claim 
he  lowest  rapids  in  the  river,  it  is  not  very  im- 
XMTtant  that  we  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of 
my  above  them.  The  discovery  of  the$e  addi- 
iooal  rapids  will  hardly  change  our  boundary, 
md  drive  us  from  the  Des  Moines  into  the  Mis- 
issippt,  if  we  were  entitled  to  rapids  in  the  former 
Iver  originally. 

The  committee  says,  in  the  report  of  1849,  that 
he  people  of  Missouri  Territory,  in  their  petition 
0  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "indicate,  generally, 
o  Congri!!$s,  a  boundary  for  their  future  State;  and 
hey  ui^  both  with  good  sense  and  force,  its  adop- 
ion  by  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  'in- 
tlude  all  the  countrv  ta  the  north  and  west  to  which 
be  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished;'  and  yet  the 
ine  to  which  Missouri  now  claims  is  considerably 
0  the  Dotth  of  what  then  formed  the  Indian  ces- 
ion."  rSee  page  6.]  We  admit  all  this;  and  if  it 
« trtie  that  the  people  of  the  Territory  thus  peti- 
ioned,  then  we  offer  this  fact,  and  the  fact  that  the 
torthem  boundary*  of  the  Stale  is  not  required  to 
t>rre8pond  with  the  north  Indian  boundary,  as  an- 
itber  evidence,  that  this  Indian  boundary  was  not 
ntended  to  be  the  State  boundary.  The  convention, 
have  no  doubt,  intended  to  make  the  meridian  line 
tn  wbich  the  western  State  boundary  runs,  and  the 
vestern  Indiaa  boundary  line,  correspond,  so  i^r  as 
0  make  them  rni^pon  the  same  track;  because 
he  imprea^on  was,  that  they  d  id  nm  upon  the  same 
rack.  I  admit  they  &iled  to  do  sa  If  they  had 
Dtended  the  Indian  ooundary  north  to  be  the  Stale 
ouadary  north,  they  would  of  coarse  have  required 
liese  two  lines  to  correspond  also.  But  the  con- 
entlon  did  not  require  these  two  Knes  to  corres- 
ood;  and  it  is,  therefore,  clear  that  they  did  not 
Dteod  this  Indian  boundary  to  be  theState  ooundary. 
Then,  where  did  they  intend  to  put  the  State  bonnd- 
ryl  Your  committee  says,  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
iiory  petitioned  ibr  "all  the  countrjr  to  the  north 
nd  west  to  which  the  Indian  title  lead  been  extin- 
;uished."  If  so,  they  would  not  themselves,  by 
beir  convention,  have  adopted  a  boundary  south  of 
be  old  Indian  boundary,  including  less  territory 
ban  they  pray^  for.  By  doing  so,  they  would  not 
lave  "molucUNl  all  the  country  to  the  north  and 
rent  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguish- 
d.*^  Tbbtt,  the  convention  could  not  have  intend- 
d  to  fix  i&e  northern  boundary  south  of  the  old  In- 
iitaboiudary.  Iffo,itl(d]ow8thati^eStatebot»d- 
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ary  cannot  calf  for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the 
Mississippi  river;  because,  even  the  upper  end  of 
ibese  rapids  are  several  miles  south  of  the  Indian 
boundary.  If  the  convention  did  not  intend  the  In- 
dian boundary  to  be  the  Slate  boundary,  (and  this 
they  clearly  di4  not  intend^)  and  if  the  convention 
did  not  intend  to  locate  this  boundary  sooth  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary,  (and  this,  just  as  clearly,  they 
did  not  intend,)  then  it  follows  that  they  located  the 
State  boundary  north  of  the  old  Indian  boundary. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  dble  to  see  this  peti- 
tion to  which  your  committee  refers.  A  close  ex- 
amination of  it  might  throw  some  additional  light 
on  this  subject  If  I  understand  the  committee  cor- 
rectly, they  say  the  petitioners  asked  for  all  the 
country  "to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  eiiin- 
guished;"  but  tlftey  do  not  say  that  the  petitioners 
ask  for  no  more  country  tBan  thai  "to  which  the  In- 
dian title  had  been  eztingul^shed;"  and  yet  they 
leave  the  impression  that  the  petitioners  did  ask  for 
no  more',  and  that  they  acted  "both  with  good  sense 
and  force"  in  asking  for  no  more.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  this  petition;  and  I  regret  that  I  have 
not,  because  I  have  a  memorial  on  this  subject,  of  a 
character  very  different  from  that  petition^  and  a 
memorial,  too,  from  the  highest  authority  in  the 
Territory.  It  is  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Terrhory  of  Missouri,  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  the 
^d  day  of  November  1818,  a  little  more  than  a 
yeHr  before  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  to  au- 
thori2e  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  goremment;  and  this  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  wliich  draught* 
ed  said  ael  of  Congress,  on  the  8th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819— but  a  little  more  than  three  months  be- 
fore said  act  of  Con|^re8s  was  pa<«ed.  It  is  hardly 
probable  that  anything  of  a  later  date,  on  this  sub- 
ject, was  presented  to  Congress.  Now,  this  memo- 
rial, in  describing  the  boundaries  prayed  for  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  says:  "Thence,  doe  north, 
to  a  point  due  west  of  the  MOUTH  OF  ROCK 
RIVER;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi,  OPPOSITE  THE 
MOUTH  OF  ROCK  RIVER."  (See  Executive 
Papers,  vol.  1,  Ist  sess.  16th  Congress,  doc.*  No.  4. 
This  memorial  will  be  f5und  as  quoted,  and  at  the 
place  reCerred  loO  The  boundary  here  prayed  for 
IS  even  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  running 
through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  at  the 
Great  Bend  in  said  river.  It  is  clear,  fhnn  this 
memorial,  that  the  wish  and  the  general  sense  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  was,  that  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  should  be  located  north  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary.        ' 

At  that  early  day,  when  the  country  was  hardly 
known,  and  when  the  territory  prayed  for  was 
deemed  of  little  or  [no  value,  and  when  this  Qov- 
emment  was  as  anxious  to  foster  the  interests  and 
grant  the  prayers  of  Missouri  as  sfie  is  now  to 
countenance  the  demands  and  to  aid  the  encroach- 
ments and  to  encourage  the  groundless  pretensions 
of  Iowa.  Congress  would  not  have  hesitated  to  grant 
the  territory  which  the  people  petitioned  for.  If  I 
am  asked  why  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  did  not  call  for  the  precise 
boundaries  prayed  for  in  this  memorial,  and  es- 
pecially for  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  I  answer, 
by  giving  the  words  of  the  honorable  John  Scott, 
who  was  then  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  who 
drew  up  the  act  of  Congress,  and  who  was  also  in 
the  convention  which  formed  the  constitution  of  the 
State.  He  says  that,  at  the  time  the  act  was  passed, 
he  conversed  with  several,  who  had  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  about  the  boundaries;  **and 
they  all  concurred  that  it  would  be  useless  to  em- 
brace that  part  of  the  country  that  would,  lie  be- 
tween the  river  Des  Moines  and  the  Mississippi, 
as  it  was  ameregore^a  low  willow  bar  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines  river,  as  Chey  said, 
running  nearly  parallel  for  some  sixty  miles."  (H. 
Doc  48,  p.  8,  24  sess.,  97lh  Congress.)  For  ihis 
reason,  the  act  of  Congress  did  not  calf  for  the 
mouth  of  Rock  river,  but  stopped  the  northern 
boundary  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Mofnes. 
In  adopting  the  coitstitutlon,  the  convention  follow- 
ed the  act  of  Congress,  by  using  the  same  lan- 
guage in  describing  the  boundaries.  The  bound- 
ary prayed  for  in  this  memorial  annihilates  the 
idea  that  the  **I>es  Moines  rapids,"  iq  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  were  called  for  to  fix  the  parallel  of 
latitude  on  which  the  nonh\em  boundary  was  to 
run.  If  any  object,  not  in  the  northern  line  itself, 
had  been  called  for  to  fix  that  line,  it  would,  under 
this  memorial,  have  been  the  mouth  of  Rock*|^«r, 


and  not  the  rapids  at  the.mouth  of  the  Des  Moioes^ 
river. 

The  committee  have  dragged  into  their  rep^ 
the  recent  Wislation  of  Congress,  tie  legislation  of 
Missouri,  old  and  new  Indian  irc,aiies,.pld  apd 
new  maps  and  map-makers,  and  all  other  sorts  of 
rubbish  conceivable.  1  have  neither  lime  nor  in- 
clination now  to  undertake  the  useless  task  of  wa- 
ding through  all  thisirash. 

The  boundaries  of  Missouri  were  fixed  by  her 
constitution.  With  this  consiiiution  flxfng  htr 
boundaries,  Congress  adoaitted  the  Staie  into  the 
Union.  By  ihis  admission,  Congress  sanctioned 
the  boundaries  adopted  by  the  biate.  As  the^e 
boundaries  were  fixed  originally,  so  ihey  remain  to 
this  day,  except  where  they  haVe  been  altered  by 
consent  of  both  parties — the  State  and  l^e  United. 
States — in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner.  By 
a  simple  act.  Congress  cjn  give  her  consent  to  alter 
a  boundary.  Not  so  with  ihe  State  of  Missouri. 
Her  boundaries  are  part  of  her  constitutional  law^ 
They  can  be  altered  only  as  she  alters  her  constitu- 
tion, and  in  but  one  of  two  ways:  1st,  by  a  conven- 
tion: 2d,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature  at  two  successive  sessions.  Thi^ 
has  never  been  done  except  in  one  case,  and  that 
case  not  in  reference  tojhe  territory  now  in  dispute. 
The  western  boundary,  on  the  north  ^ide  of  the 
Missouri  river,  was  so  changed  as  to  take  the 
Platte  country  into  ihe  Siate.  This  was  done  by 
changing  our  constitution,  and  then  getting  an 
act  of  Congress  approving  thaf  change.  Our  botind- 
aries,  then,  stand  to  this  day  just  as  they  were  fixed 
originally,  with  the  exception  named. 

u  will  tie  useless,  then,  to  .trouble  .the  committee 
by  examining  Indian  treaties,  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  forming  land  districts,  the  legislation  of 
Missouri  in  forming  new  counties,  the  action  of 
blundering  treaty  makers » or  the  maps  of  still  more 
blundering  map-makers,  who  have  never  succeeded 
in  giving  accurately  even  the  boundaries  of  all  our 
counties,  and  even  where  they  have  been  designated 
byrange,  township,  and  sectional  lines;  much  less 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  which  we  not  only  con- 
cede, but  contend,  were  never  defined  and  run  and 
marked  till  recently.  Blundering  in  legislating,  in 
treaty-makine,  ana  mapmaking,  cannot  alter  our 
constitutional  boundaries.  I  shall  pass  over  all 
this  rubbhjh,  then,  and  devote  my  limited  time  to 
more  important  matters. 

The  committee  determines  on  the  old  Indian 
boundary  as  the  State  boundary.  This  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  t>oundary:  because  it  is  not  a 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  State  boundary  is  a 
parallel  of  latitude.  And  Airther:  it  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  boundary;  because  the  State 
boundary  is  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through 
"the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  no  par- 
allel oflatitode  which  touches  any  part  of  the  north 
Indian  boundary  line  can  touch  any  "rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines,"  or  any  part  of  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids*'  in  the  Mississippi  river.  If  the  conven- 
tion had  intended  the  Indian  boundary  to  be  the 
State  boundary  north,  they  would  have  said  so,  and 
would  have  required  the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
State  boundary  to  correspond.  A  failure  to  do  so, 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  they  did  not  intend  the 
Indian  boundary  to  be  the  State  boundary  on  the 
north.  Besides,  the  Committee  on  Territories  ad- 
mit, in  their  reports  both  of  1840  and.  1842,  that  the 
Indian  boundary  line  is  not  the  State  boundary 
line.  (Seepages  8  and  11,  H.  Doc.  2, 1840;  and 
pafe  11,  H.  Poc.  791, 1842.) 

Let  us  next  examine  the  western  boundary.  This 
is  not  without  its  difficulty,  too;  yet  there  is  none 
of  a  character  very  serious  about  it.  The  meridian 
line  on  which  the  western  boundary  runs,  is  re- 
quired to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary. 
The  Indian  boundary  runs  from  a  point  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Miiaouri  river,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  one  hundred  miles 
north.  It  is  urged  that  this  correspondence  will 
arrest  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  at  ihe  end 
of  the  Indian  boundary  line,  and  that  th6  northern 
bonndary  must  start  eastward  from  this  point.  This 
is  not  so.  The  mistake  oHginates  in  confounding 
the  correspondence  required  between  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  meridian  line,  with  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Indian  bonndary  and  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State.  In  this  matter  the  com- 
mittee and  myself,  for  once,  ajrree. 

I  said  it  was  not  -the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
western  boundary  which  were  to  correspond,  bnt 
the  Indian  boundary  and  the  meridian  line  on 
which  the  western  boundary  runs.    And  this  dis^ 
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tiDdJon  will  be  found  itfiportimt  in  settling  this 
pomi.  The  difficulty  in  reference  to  the  western 
boundary  is  in  these  words:  "making*  the  said  line 
correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary  >ine."  **Said 
line."    What  line  do  these  words  refer  lol 

In  describing  the  boundaries,  the  words  "said 
line"  are  once  used,  and  the  words  "Indian  bound- 
ary line"  are  once  used;  and  the  word  "line''  is 
nowhere  else  used  in  the  description,  except  where 
it  is  qualified  by  the  word  "meridian,"  making  in  a 
"meridian  line."  Of  the  correctness  of  this  asser- 
tion anybody  will  be  convinced  by  an  inspection  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri.  Let  us  begin  to  read  at 
the  southwestern  corner  of  the  State.  The  bound- 
ary runs  "ihence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,  north, 
along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  intersection  of 
the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  through  the 
rapias  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  making  the  said 
line  correspond  with,  the  Indian  boundary  line." 
What  line  do  the  words  "said  line"  refer  tol  They 
must  refer  to  some  "line"  mentioned  In  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  the  la^.  If  so,  then  they  must  refer 
to  the  "meridian  line  passing  through  the  middle  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
empties  into  the  Missouri  river."  Of  course  they 
do  refer  to  this,  because  no  other  line  is  mentioned 
in  the  law.  However  badly  the  description  may  be 
expressed,  if  badly  expressed,  still  the  language 
used  is  grammatical  and  accurate;  and  we  must 
take  it  as  we  find  it,  and  construe  it  accordingly. 

What  is  meant  by  making  this  "meridian  line" 
and  the  "Indian  boundary  line"  corrcspondl  Are 
ihcy  to  begin  together?  Are  they  to  run  on  the 
vsame  trackl  Are  they  to  terminate  at  the  same 
poinil  If  so,  they  will  never  correspond,  because 
m  neither  of  these  particulars  do  they  agree,  and 
never  can. 

To  get  the  idea  here  to  be  conveyed,  will  require 
a  little  attention  from  those  who  do  not  understand 
the  direction  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Kansas  rivers. 
To  be  short,  the  former  runs  southeast,  and  the  lat- 
ter northeast.  The  "meridian  line"  runs  through 
tbe  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river.  A 
line  from  the  "middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
river,"  running  north,  would  rim  diagonaUy  across 
the  Missouri,  and  strike  the  bank  of  that  river 
above  a  point  which  would  be  opposite  the  middle 
of  tbe  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river.  The  "Indian 
boundary  line"  starts  on  the  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river,  opposite  the  "middle  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Kansas  river."  The  starting-point,  then,  of  the 
Indian  boundary  line,  is  below  tne  point  where  our 
"meridian  line"  strikesthenorth  bauK  of  iheMissouri 
river.  In  a  stream  as  wide  as  the  Missouri,  this 
difference  may  be  one  or  two  miles,  or  more,  de- 
pending upon  the  directions  of  the  two  rivers.  But 
there  is  a  difference:  no  matter  how  great  or  how 
little,  it  is  a  difference;  and  therefore  the  two  lines 
do  not  correspond  in  starting  together.  Each  line 
runs  due  north,  and  therefore  must  be  nearly  pa- 
rallel, and  consequently  they  do  not  run  together. 
Then  they  do  not  correspond  by  running  on  the 
same  track.  Nor  do  the  two  lines  correspond  by 
terminating  at  the  same  point.  The  "Indian  bounds 
ary  line"  runs  one  hundred  rtiiles  north,  and  stops. 
The  meridian  line  cannot  be  cut  short.  It  runs  to 
the  north  pole,  in  defiance  of  either  legislation  or  con- 
struction. These  lines,  then,  correspond  neither  in 
beginning  at  the  same  point,  in  running  on  the 
same  track,  nor  in  stopping  at  the  same  point.  If 
there  be  any  correspondence,  it  is  only  in  running 
j^rallel;  and  thus  far  they  do  alma^^t  correspond 
But  to  make  the  western  boundary  correspona  ex- 
actly with  the  "Indian  boundary  line,"  it  would 
have  to  leave  the  "meridian  line"  in  "the  middle 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,"  and  run  di- 
rectly across  the  Missouri  river  to  the  opposite 
bank,  in  a  direction  nearly  northeast,  till  it  struck 
the  beginning  of  the  "Indian  boundary  line,"  and 
from  thence  directly  north  with  the  "Indian  bound- 
ary line."  No  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  can  require  this. 
Then,  there  Is  no  correspondence  except  in  run- 
Ding  virtually  parallel;  and  therefore  the  starting- 
point  of  the  northern  boundary  is  not  affected  by 
the  correspondence  required  between  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  meridiiln  line,  on  which  the 
western  boundary  is  required  to  run. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  A.  C 
Dopoie]  has  invoked  the  spirit  of  abolition  against 
US.  This  was  useless  and  wrong.  The  two  sub- 
jects have  no  affinity.  This  question  should  be  de- 
cided upon  its  own  merits.  He  says  the  people  in 
tlie  disputed  territory  will  never  live  in  the  State 
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of  Missouri,  "on  account  of  their  repugnance  to 
the  institution  of  domestic  slavery."  This  may  or 
may  not  be  so.  In  1831,  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri asserted  her  claim  to  the  disputed  territory, 
and  memoralized  Congress  to  have  the  boundary 
run.  The  country  in  dispute  then  belonged  to  the 
Indians,  and  was  not  ceded  to  the  United  States  till 
1832,  one  year  afterwards.  The  white  settlements 
commenced  there  after  this  time,  and  after  they 
knew  that  Missouri  claimed  the  country;  and  of 
course  they  settled  there,  delernained,  like  good 
citizens,  to  abide  the  result  of  the  case.  Many  of 
them  may  have  expected  to  be  in  Missouri  as  soon 
as  this  case  was  determined.  But  admit  that  this 
is  not  so.  Admit  that  the  people  in  the  territory 
are  all  Abolitionists,  if  tbe  gentleman  prefers  it. 
Will  this  alter  the  law  fixing  the  boundary  of  the 
Statel  Will  this  change  the  constitution  of  the 
Slate,  as  sanctioned  by  the  act  of  Congress  admit- 
ting the  State  into  the  Unioni  Surely  not.  Will 
it  change  the  facts  of  the  easel  Surely  not.'  Then 
why  invoke  the  spirit  of  abolitioni  Let  the  case 
be  decided  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts.  You 
will  act  wrong  to  decide  it  otherwise. 

The  lionorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Q.  Davis]  invokes  the  spirit  of  cupidity  against  us. 
He  says  the  lands  belonging  to  the  half-breed  S&c 
and  Fox  Indians  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  an 
extension  of  llie  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  to 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  if  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  is  north  of  the  old  Indian  boundary, 
then  the  halfbreeds  will  be  entitled  to  more  land. 
The  gentleman,  although  he  has  made  two  reports 
upon  this  subject,  seems  yet  to  have  wholly  mis* 
taken  the  nature  of  the  question.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  or  of  dollars  and  cents;  it  is  a 
question  of  law  and  of  fact;  and  if  yon  attempt  to 
cheat  the  Indiaifs  out  of  what  they  are  entitled  to, 
by  first  cheating  Missouri  out  of  the  boundary  she 
is  entitled  to,  still  you  will  fail  to  accomplish  your 
object.  If  you  have  bounded  their  lands  by  the 
north  boundary  of  Missouri,  and  not  by  the  old  In- 
dian boundary,  you  cannot  force  them  to  take  the 
Indian  boundary  instead  of  the  State  bonndary, 
merely  by  attempting  to  put  the  State  boundary  where 
legally  it  does  not  exist,  and  never  can  run.  Sup- 
pose you  fix  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Stale  on 
the  Indian  boundary,  when  it  is  not  there:  will  that 
cut  the  Indians  out  of  their  right  to  the  true  State 
bonndary,  if  they  are  entitled  to  the  State  bound- 
ary? Surely  not.  No  court  of  justice  would  de- 
cide so;  and  even  if  we  make  the  magnanimous  at- 
tempt, we  shall  still  fail  to  cheat  the  Indians  out  of 
the  lx>undary  to  which  they  are  entitled.  They  will 
hold  the  lands  which  you  have  vested  in  them,  in 
defiance  of  any  subsequent  legislation  of  yours. 
But,  admitting  that  this  Governmeot  could  obtain 
some  lands  by  cheating  the  half-breeds:  would  that 
be  a  ground  for  attempting  to  alter  the  constitu- 
tional houndaries  of  Missouril  Surely  not;  and 
such  an  argument  ought  not  to  be  urged  or  coun- 
tenanced. 

Both  of  these  honorable  gentlemen  invoke  the 
spirit  of  prejudice  against  our  claim.  They  urge 
that  Missouri  is  already  a  large  State— a  great 
State—a  giant  State.  Admit  all  this.  She  has  a 
fruitful  soil  and  a  healthy  climate.  She  abounds 
in  the  richest  minerals,  and  has  the  finest  navigable 
streams  in  the  world.  She  has  clear  springs,  and 
rich  groves,  and  healthy  hills,  and  verdant  valleys, 
and  the  most  beautiful  prairies  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  She  has  a  large  territory,  and  a  population 
increasing  with  astonishing  rapidity,  and  must,  at 
no  distant  day,  be  one  of  the  first  States  in  the 
Unioa.  She  is  not  in  debt.  Admit  all  this,  and 
that  this  flattering  picture  does  not  equal  the  reality; 
and  still  this  will  not  change  our  rights,  or  compen- 
sate Missouri  for  the  loss  of  part  of  her  territory. 
These  things  do  not  impair  her  claim.  She  is  not 
censurable  for  their  existence.  She  cannot  pre- 
vent it.  Missouri  was  created  for  a  mighty  em- 
pire, and  cannot  fail  to  fulfil  her  destiny,  if  not  op* 
pressed  too  much  by  legislation.  If  let  alone,  her 
citizens  will  work  their  way  to  wealth,  to  happi- 
ness, to  prosperity,  and  to  greatness.  But  her  ex- 
tent and  immense  natural  advantages  do  not  change 
her  boundaries.  They  are  now  as  they  stood  origin- 
atty;  and  must  so  reinain,  until  they  are  altered, 
with  the  consent,  not  only  of  this  Gk>vemment,  but 
of  the  Slate  Government  also.  Then,  not  even  the 
spirit  of  prejudice  should  be  invoked  against  us. 
Give  us  a  fair  decision. 

The  honorable  gentJeroan  from  Iowa  charges  us 
with  grasping  for  more  territory.  This  is  a  mis- 
take. ^Ve  wouid^ot  willingly  encroach  upon  our 


neighbor.  We  feel  a  deej>  interest  in 
and  prosperity,  and  in  her  inaproveincBt  aMy 
vancement  to  ine  dignity  of  a  State,  and  of  a  bcb- 
ber  of  the  Confederacy.  But  she  has  aii^e  teni- 
tory,  and  enough  to  spare  for  two  more  Soles. 
Iowa  is  encroaching  on  us,  and  grasptni:  put  tf 
our  territory;  and  the  United  States,  Hkc  all  lender 
mothers,  is  taking  sides  with  her  infant  ddii 
against  the  older  one,  in  sustaining  her  gronad- 
less  pretensions.  This  course  is  well  enooch  v^ 
children;  but  we  are  engaged  in  no  drildTS  p^ 
We  are  in  earnest  in  assertmg  our  rights.  We 
do  not  ask  for  more  territory.  We  clmim  thai 
which  is  already  our  own.  To  this  wc  areeath 
tied.  This  we  intend  to  have.  We  ask  yon  t& 
examine  our  case  impartially,  ifytfucan.  If  yea 
cannot,  as  impartially  ^is  ytm  can.  Do  not  cbar^ 
us  with  grasping  what  is  not  our  own.  The  ter- 
ritory we  claim  is  our  dwn.  You  will  find  it», 
when  you  examine  the  case.  Weigh  tbe  law  ad 
the  facts  of  our  case  for  yourselves,  and  tbengire 
us  such  a  decision,  on  the  law  and  the  facts,  as 
would  be  given  in  any  court  of  justice.  We  ask 
for  nothing  more;  we  will  submit  to  nothi^ 
less. 

[The  following  speech  was  made  at  tbe  2d  ses- 
sion of  the  27ih  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  iis 
date;  but  it  was  not  written  out  by  the  member  tad 
delivered  to-  us  until  afier  the  Appendix  for  that 
session  was  completed,  which  will  acconnt  for  in 

appearance  in  this  volume.] 

SPEECH  OF  MrTa.  H.  H.  STUART. 

OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  the  House  of  Repretentativet,  Jtdy  1^   184JJ— 
On  the  bill  *'io  provide  revenue  from  imports, tul 
to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing ds- 
ties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  being  under  consideration  in  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  AU:XANDER  H.  H.  STUART,  of  Vir- 
ginia, rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Nothing  could  be  more  gntify- 
ing  to  my  feelings  than  to  witness,  the  calm  and  for- 
bearing temper  in  which  this  debate  has  thus  far 
been  conducted.  Heretofore,  tbe  introduction  d'a 
tariff  bill,  of  any  character,  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, has  been  the  signal  for  tbe  display  of 
the  most  violent  partisan  feelings  and  narrow  sec- 
tional prejudices;  'but,  upon  this  occasion,  the  dis- 
cussion has  been  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  coor- 
tesy  and  liberality  which,  1  am  sure,  the  whole 
country  will  join  me  in  applauding  as  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  Representatives  of  a  free  and  oillgbt- 
ened  people. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit,  1 
shall  endeavor  to  follow  the  good  example  of  tb<^ 
who  have  preceded  me.  I  shall  speak  my  owd  sen- 
timents with  all  becoming  frankness  and  candor, 
but  I  trust  I  shall  not  so  far  forget  tbe  oUigatton 
of  decorum  and  parliamentary  propriety  as  to  asmi 
rudely  the  feelings,  the  motives,  or  the  opinions  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  me.  Freedom  of  disco^* 
sion,  and  toleration  of  bpinion,  are  two  of  the  vital 
principles  of  our  Republican  Institutions;  and  I 
will  ever  be  among  the  last  to  disturb  or  destroy  ei< 
ther  of  them. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  biU  now 
under  consideration,  when  its  provisions  and  par- 
poses  are  rightly  understood,  adn^s  of  bat  little  d^ 
bate.  If  I  understand  it  correetlyj  it  fis  siroplya 
revenue  bill.  It  is  not,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  term,  a  bill  for  protection.  It  comes  to  ta 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Conuntttee  of  Wa3f5aiid 
Means.  Its  purpose  is  to  raise  just  so  much  money 
as  will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  oftte 
GovernmeiH,  administered  with  all  practicable 
.  economy;  and,  as  subordinate  to  this  primary  con- 
sideration, it  proposes,  incidentally,  to  a^rd  pro- 
tection to  the  great  agricultural,  maoofiictariBg, 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  country.  Tbe 
question  of  protection  per  se^  as  something  subsna- 
tive  and  distinct  from  revenue,  does  notarise  nnder 
it;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  not  deem  it  necessary  on 
this  occasion  to  discosS  the  merits  of  that  policr. 
In  my  opinion,  that  question  is  not  likely  soon  to 
arise;  for  I  know  no  member  of  either  House  ^ 
Congress  who  desires  any  protection  to  either  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  country,  beyond  what  viH 
be  afforded  by  a  well-adjusted  rerenoe  tariff.  But 
ifthere  be  any  who  go  further,  I  wfsih  to  anaotnce 
'  distinctly,  in  the  outset,  that  I  am  not  one  of  then, 
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I  will  not  fo  for  raiain^»  by  a  tarifi;  a  single  dollar 
more  than  the  wanls  of  the  Gk)verninent,  i*coDoini- 
caUy  administeredi  require.  Bat,  in  laying  that 
tariiTy  I  n^lbe  at  all  times  ^illioi^aBd  desirous  so 
to  discriminate  between  the  anirles  ^imported  as  to 
fbfller  and  protect  oar  home  labor  and  home  pro- 
dactionsy  against  foreign  labor  aad  foreign  produc- 
U0118. 

I  liaTesald 'sir,  that  this  qoestion  lies  within  nar- 
row ilaniis.  The  principal  difiicakies  in  regard  to 
it  arise  from  not  having  a  clear  perception  (k  the 
tme  issnes  involved,  and  from  confounding  collat- 
eral and  extraneous  matters  with  them.  In  order 
to  get  at  the  proper  points  of  inquiry,  I  propose  to 
separate  the  ondisputed  propositions  connected  with 
the  sobject  from  those  that  are  controverted.  This 
will  simplify  the  matter,  and  enable  us  to  pursue 
onr  ioyestigations  with  moch  more  fhcility.  What 
points,  then,  are  nn'disputedl 

1st.  All  agree  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Government 
to  raise,  in  some  manner,  money  enough  to  defray 
its  current  expenses,  and  to  pay,  in  suitable  instal- 
ments, the  debts  it  may  qwe. 

5M.  All  agree  that  there  are,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  but  three  modes  of  raising  rev- . 
enae,  Tix:  by  imposts,  by  excises,  and  by  direct 
taxation. 

3d.  A  large  majority,  if  not  every  member  of  this 
House,  will  agree  that  the  revenue  ought  not  to  be 
raised  by  a  direct  tax  on  land,  nor  by  that  system  of 
excises  which  Mr.  Jefferson  denounced  as  an  "in- 
fernal system,  which  should  never  have  found  1^ 
place  in  our  Constitution."  The  only  remaining 
way  of  raising  revenue  is  by  a  system  of  imposts 
or  duties  on  foreign  merchandise — the, system 
which  was  devised  by  the  first  Congress  at  its  first 
session,  and  which  has  prevailed  without  interrnp« 
tioo  Irom  that  time  to  the  present  day. 

I  may,  then,  venture  to  assume  it  to  be  the  sense 
of  Congress  and  the  nation  that  the  revenue  which 
we  need  is  to  be  raised  by  imposing  duties  or  taxes 
on  foreign  goods  imported  into  this  country. 

We  have  next  to  ascertain  how  much  money  is 
necessary.  Upon  this  subject  we  have  the  estimates 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aad  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  opinions  of  the 
most  enlightened  of  our  statesmen,  showing  that 
the  current  expenditures  of  the  Government  for 
the  next  three  years  will  be  from  twenty-two  to 
twenty-four  millions  per  annum;  and  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  amount,  three  and  a  half  millions  will 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  to  provide  a  suitable  sinking  fund  for  the  ulti- 
nmte  payment  of  the  principal.  These  estimates, 
and  the  data  on  which  they  are  founded,  have  been 
furnished  to  the  country  in  official  documents,  and 
in  various  speeches  which  have  been  delivered  on 
this  floor;  and,  as  no  one  has  pretended  to  show 
that  they  are  incorrect^  I  shall  not  undertake  now 
to  enter  into  an  examination  of  ihem,  but  will  as- 
sume that  they  present  a  fair  statement  of  the 
amount  which  the  Government  will  reonire.  And 
here  1  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  tnis  estimate 
falls,  by  several  millions,  below  the  average  annual 
expencnture  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration, 
which  was  $28,098,965. 

Twenty-seven  millions  being  thus  shown  to  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  (Government, 
the  present  bill  has  been  carefully  framed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aAer  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  Committee  on  Manuuictures, 
to  produce  that  imount.  No  gentleman  has,  daring 
the  course,  of  this  debate,  ventured  to  say  that  it  will 
produce  more  than  twenhr-seven  millions;  but  many 
have  expre^ied  the  belief  that  it  will  not  yield  that 
much.  The  friends  of  the  bill  cannot,  therefore,  be 
charged  with  any  purpose  of  going  beyond  the  point 
necessary  for  revenue. 

We  now  come  to  the  great  principle  involved  in 
this  bill.  Ii  resolves  itself  mto  this:  Shall  the 
revenue  be  levi^  by  a  horizontal  system  of  ad 
valorm.  duties,  operating  alike  upon  all  articles;  or 
shall  there  be  a  just  system  of  discrimination,  with 
a  view  to  the  protection  of  our  own  industry  in  all 
its  departmentsi 

la  this  question  two  distinct  points  of  inquiry  are 
embraced.  1st.  Has  the  Qovemment  the  consii- 
tatiooal  power  to  make  such  discriminationi  2d. 
If  the  (Government  docs  possess  that  power,  is  it 
expedient  to  exercise  iti 

Ifthe  first  question  is  decided  in  the  negative, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  prosecuting  the  matter 
torther,  for  ifthe  power  is  not  conferred  upon  Con- 
|Te«1)^the  OoDstitutioB,  no  considerations  of  ex- 


pediency, however  urgent,  can  ever  justify  its  ex- 
ercise. 

The4)ower  oi  discrimination,  to  some  extent,  is 
concedeid  by  the  sternest  opponents  of  the  general 
doctrine.  All  admit,  for  example,  that  gold^and 
silver  shall  be  allowed  10  pass  through  our  custom- 
houses free  of  duty.  A  laree  majority  of  both  par- 
ties are  al.«  in  favor  of  a  like  exemption  of  tea  and 
cofiee.  To  these  instances  they  teem  to  have  paid 
no  attention,  because  they  are  of  a  negative  charac- 
ter: yet,  surely,  they  embody  the  principle  of  dis- 
crimination  just  as  much  as  if  tney  paid  higher 
instead  of  lower  duties  than  other  articles.  Whilst, 
however,  gentlemen  concede  the  principle  in  these 
cases,  they  deny  the  right  to  discriminate  with  a 
view  to  protect  our  bom^  productions. 

The  general  Question  of  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress  to  have  regard,  in  laving  duties  upon 
imports,  to  our  domestic  interest,  has  be^n  so  oiten 
and  so  ably  discussed,  that  nothing  new  can  be  said 
upon  it;  and  I  shaU»  therefore,  not  make  the  at- 
tempt. The  arguments  for  and  against,  the  power 
have  been  spread  over  the  country,  and  are  acces- 
sible to  all  who  wish  to  examine  the  subject.  But 
1  have  recently  met  with  a  view  of  the  question, 
by  a  man,  in  abilities,  one  of  the  first  of  the  age, 
in  an  address  to  the  American  people  on  behalf  of 
a  convention  held  in  New  York  in  1831,  which  is 
so  condensed,  so  forcible,  so  conclusive,  that  I  can- 
not deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  submitting  an  ex- 
tract from  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

*'By  the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  *tolav 
and  collect,  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.'  It 
has  power,  also,  'to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations.' 

'*The  power  to  lay  duties  is  accompanied  by  one 
express  qualification  or  limitation;  which  is,  Uhat 
all  duties  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States.'  The  power  to  regulate  commerce  has  its 
limitation  also;  which  is,  that  no  regulation  of  com- 
merce shall  give  preference  to  the  ports  of  one 
Stale  over  those  of  another.  And  there  is  another 
limitation,  which  may  apply  to  both  clauses — name- 
ly, that  no  export  duty  shall  ever  be  laid. 

"Here,  then,  is  a  grant  of  power  in  broad  and  gen- 
eral terms,  but  with  certain  specific  limitations, 
carefully  expressed.  But  neither  of  these  limita- 
tions applies  in  any  manner  to^hat  exercise  of  the 
power  which  is  now  under  consideration.  Neither 
of  them,  nor  any  other  clause  or  word  in  the  whole 
Constitution,  manifests  the  slightest  intention  to 
restraifi  the  words  so  as  to  prohibit  Congress  from 
laying  duties  for  protection.  The  attempt  is  nothing 
less  than  to  add  a  restriction  which  the  Constitution 
has  omitted.  Who  has  authority  to  add  thisi  If 
other  restrictions  had  been  intended,  they  would 
have  been  expressed.  When  the  business  of  lim- 
itation was  before  the  convention,  what  was  omitted 
was  as  much  an  exercise  of  intention  as  what  was 
expressed.  It  stated  all  the  restraints  on  Congress 
which  it  intended;  ancl  to  impose  others  now  would 
be,  not  to  interpret  the  Constitution,  but  to  change 
it;  not  to  construe  the  existing  instrument,  but  to 
make  another. 

"The  words  of  the  grant  being  cfeneral— to  lay 
duties  and  to  regulate  commerce— their  meaning  is 
to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  common  use 
and  import  of  language.  No  unusual  signification 
is  to  be  given  to  the  terms,  either  to  restrain  or  en- 
large their  import.  Congress,  in  its  discretion,  in 
to  lay  duties  and  to  regulate  trade  for  all  the  objects 
and  purposes  for  which  duties-are  ordinarily  laid, 
and  trade  ordinarily  regulated.  If  such  a  thing  was 
never  before  heard  of  as  laying  duties  and  regu- 
lating trade  with  a  view  to  encourage  manufactures, 
then  it  might  be  said  that  the  convention  did  not  con- 
template such  an  exercise  of  the  power  by  Con- 
gress. But  it  was  perfectly  known  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  to  the  people  of  this  country,  that  one 
leading  object  with  all  (jk)vemments,  in  laying  du- 
ties and  regulating  trade,  was,  and  for  a  long  time 
had  been,  th^  encouragement  of  manufactures. 
This  was  emphatically  true  of  England,  whose  lan- 
guage the  convention  spoke,  and  whose  legal  and 
legislative  phraseology  was  theirs  also.  Every 
leading  state  of  Europe  was,  at  that  moment,  regu- 
lating its  commerce  for  purposes  of  this  natufe. 
Such  a  purpose,  indeed,  had  been  long  sought  to  be 
accomplished  by  some  of  the  States  themselves,  by 
their  own  regulations  of  trade.  Mas^4achu5etts  had 
attempted  it.  New  York  had  attempted  it,  Virginia 
had  attempted  it,  and  we  believe  other  States  had 
done  the  same.  How  inefiectual  all  their  attempts 
were,  for  want  of  union  and  a  general  system,  was 


soon'iseen  and  fell  by  tl^  whole  couhtry;  but  they 
show  to  what  ends,  and  to  what  uses,  the  power  to 
regulate  trade  was  understood  to  extend.  But  not 
only  in  other  nations,  and  in  the  Slates,  before  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  as  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  show  hereafter,  but  in  the  tJnited 
States  since,  and  in  the  administration  of  this  very 
Constitution,  regulations  of  trade  hare  been  noade, 
in  almost  innumerable  instances,  with  no  view  to 
revende,  but  with  a  sole  and  exclusive  regard  to 
protection. 

"If  our  understanding  of  the  Constitution  be  not 
according  to  its  true  meaning,  that  instrument  has 
been  g'rosslv  violated  from  the  very  beginning. 
What  are  all  the  registry  acts,  what  the  bounties  on 
the  fisheries,  but  so  many  avowed  eflbits  to  protect 
American  industry,*  under  the  power  of  regulating 
tradel  On  what  foundation  does  the  whole  sy^em 
of  the  coasting  trade  stand?  The  American  ship- 
builder and  ship-owner  has  enjoyed,  from  the  first, 
(and  we  think  properly,)  not  only  protection  in  that 
trade,  but  the  monopoly  of  it.  He  shuts  out  all 
foreign  competition;  and  he  does  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  public  good  is  promoted  by  giving  him  this 
advantage.  We  think  he  is  nght  in  asking  jthis, 
and  the  Government  right  in  granting  it.  Yet  this 
is  not  free  trade;  it  is  preference — it  is  proteclian; 
and  protection  of  a  manufacture,  under  the  power 
to  regulate  trade.  The  laws  giving  this  protec- 
tion to  the  manufacture  and.  the  use  of  ships  may 
be  wise,  and  laws  protecting  other  manumctures 
maj  be  unwise.  But  the  first  cannot  be  consti- 
tutional, and  the  latter  not  consiitutional.  If  there 
be  power  for  one,  there  is  power  for  l)oth.  Both 
are  drawn  from  the  same  grant,  both  operate  by 
the  same  general  means,  and  both  regard  the 
same  object— the  protection,  namely,  of  American 
labor  and  capital  against  foreign  competition.  If 
it  be  said  that  the  navigation  act  is  founded  in 
national  policy,  and  that  it  is  essential  to  national 
defence  and  national  independence;  we  admit  it. 
But  we  answer,  in  the  first  place,  that  Congress 
could  not  exercise  a  power  not  granted,  merely 
because  it  might  be  useful  or  necessary;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  we  say  that  the  same  remark 
is  true  of  the  policy  of  protecting  manufactures. 
That  policy,  also,  is  essential  to  national  independ- 
ence. Iron,  bempj  and  clothing  for  sailors  and  sol- 
diers, are  not  less  mdispensable  to  national  defence 
than  ships  and  seamen.  Not  only  in  the  general 
use  of  language,  then,  does  the  power  of  laying  du- 
ties and  regulating  trade  extend  to  the  protection, 
by  the  use  of  sucn  means,  of  domestic  .manufac- 
tures, but  such  has  been  the  constant  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution  itself. 

"We  think,  indeed,  that  when  a  general  power  is 
given  to  Confess  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  plain  and  unambiguous  words,  their  acts 
are  constitutional  and  valid,  if  thev  are  within  the 
scope  (if  the  granted  power,  and  that,  in  consider- 
ing the  validity  of  the  law,  the  motives  of  the  legis- 
lature can  never  be  investigated.  Having  granted, 
the  power,  with  such  limits  expressed  as  were 
thought  proper,  its  exercise  within  those  limits  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  Congress. 

"What  is  the  true  character  of  the  opposite  doc- 
trinel  It  is,  that  the  ^constitutionality  or  a  law  de- 
pends, not  on  its  provision^  and  enactments,  but  on 
the  motives  of  those  who  passed  it.  Is  not  such  a 
notion  newl  How  are  we  to  ascertain  the  motives 
of  a  legislatorel  By  private  inquiry;  by  public 
examination;  by  conj<ecture1  The  law  may  be 
passed  on  mixed  motives — some  members  voting 
for  revenue,  some  for  protection;  or  one  House  may 
act  with  one  view,  and  the  other  House  with  an- 
other.   What  will  be"  the  character  of  such  a  lawl 

"According  to  this  new  theory,  if  the  motives  be 
constitutional,  then  the  act  is;  if  the  motives  be  un- 
constitutional, then  the  act  is  unconstitutional  also* 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  a  law  passed  by  one  Con- 
gress may  be  constitutional,  which,  if'^  passed  by 
another,  though  in  the  same  words,  would  be  un- 
constitutional. Beside^  on  this  theory  a  law  may 
be  unconstitutional  for  its  omissions  as  well  as  its 
enactments;  because,  in  laying  duties,  articles  may 
be  omitted,  as  well  as  articles  inserted,,  &om  a  de- 
.«*ign  to  favor  manufactures." 

Here  we  have  a  view  of  the  question  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  unanswerable. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  beg  the  attention  of  the 
committee  whilst  I  proceed  to  examine  into  4ike 
origin  and  history  of  this  doctrine  of  protection  of 
American  labor  and  industry.  Is  it  a  novel  as- 
sumption of  pow'er  by  •Congressi  Is  it  a  new  sys- 
tem of  policy,  which  is  now  sought  to  be  establiil^ 
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«d,  in  oppo9iHoQ  ro  tb^acci^Bt  prtedce  of  the  Qov- 
ernmentf  So  lar  from  such  being  the  fact,  I  affirm 
th^  the  doctrine  i$  coeva]  wiih  the  ConstiiutioD  it* 
selff  and  thai  (be  policy  is  sanctioned  and  ^tastained 
by  die  direct  opinions  and  practice  of  every  Presi- 
(jent  of  the  United  States,  and-  of  all  the  If^ading 
statesmen  of  the  country,  from  the  days  of  George 
Washington  to  the  present  time. 

If  my  time  perraiued,  I  might  prove  to  you,  by 
the  most  authentic  histories  of  our  Qovernment, 
that  the  necessity  of  protecting  our  borne  industry 
£rom  foreign  aggression  contributed  more  than 
any  other  cause  tu  the  formation  and  adoption  of 
tbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  con- 
sideratipn  of  (hat  topic  would,  however,  lead  me 
into  too  wide  a  field  of  discussion;  and  I  must, 
therefore,  content  myself  with  barely  adverting  to 
it,  and  pass  on  to  (he  history  of  the  action  of  the 
Government  under  the  Constitution. 

The  first  Congress  a^embled  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  4ih  of  March,  1789;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  many  members  to  attejid,  no  business 
was  done  for  some  weeks.  Very  shortly  afierlh^ 
organization  of  the  two  Houses,  petitions  began  to 
poor  in  from  ail  quarters,  suggesting  that  our  "na- 
tional independence  was  but  half  obtained,"  whilst 
we  remained  dependent  on  Great  Britain  for  our 
si]p][diesof  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  praying  that 
Congress  would  take  (be  proper  steps  to  render  ihe 
people  *^ind^ndent  in  fad,  as  well  as  in  Ttame,  by 
adopting  measures  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  American  manufactures."  These  peti- 
tions were  re/erred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives;  and  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  was  a  bill  for  the  imposition  of 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise.  This  bill  was 
promptly  passed  through  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  was  approved  by  President  Washington  on 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1789— that  day  being  thus  a 
second  time  consecrated,  by  the  declaration  of  com- 
niercial  independence,  as  it  had  previously  been  by 
a  similar  declaration  of  political  independence . 
The  true  character  and  objects  of  that  act  will  be 
sufficientlv  manifest  when  we  advert  to  its  pre- 
amble, which  recites  that  "whereas  it  is  necessary 
for  the  support  of  Government,  and  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  that  duties  be 
laid  on  foreign  merchandise,"  &c.  This  preamble 
distinctly  connects  the  subjects  of  revenue  and  pro- 
tection, and  shows  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
first  Congress,  it  was  competent  for  the  National 
Legislature  to  look  to  protection,  as  well  as  to 
revenue,  in  a  system  of  imposts.  And  here  let  us 
pause  for  a  moment,  to  consider  how  much  weight 
shall  be  given  to  the  opinion  of  that  Congress? 
We  must  recollect  that  it  was  composed  of  the 
most  illukrious  sages  and  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion! We  must  remember  that  probably  one-half 
of  its  members  had  been  members  of  the  Federal 
convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  or  of 
the  Slate  conventions  which  adopted  it!  They 
,  were  fully  acquainted  with  its  provisions,  and 
deeply  imbued  with  its  spirit!  And  that  body, 
within  a  year  aAer  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
passed,  without  even  a  division,  and  without  the 
suggestion  of  a  doubt  of  the  cousiitutioual  power  to 
*do  so,  a  law  distinctly  recognising  the  principle  of 
protection;  and  Greorge  Washington,  wno  had  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  of  the  convention,  and 
who  was  then  acting  under  the  solemn  sanctions 
of  his  presidential  oath  to  support  the  Constitution, 
approved  it !  And  yet  we  are  now  modestly  told 
that  tbe  authors  of  the  Constitution  did  not  under- 
stand its  meaning,  and  that  the  power  to  protect 
American  labor  is  an  assumption  not  warranted  by 
its  provisions!  I  must  confess,  sir,  that  1  hardly 
know  how  to  meet  such  an  assertion,  or  where  ro 
find  terms,  consistent  with  parliamentary  decorum, 
to  characterize  it 

But  let  us  trace  the  actiom  of  the  Government 
on  this  sulnect  still  furcher. 

On  the  8(h  of  January,  1790,  President  Wash- 
ington, in  his  address  to  Congress,  uses  this  em- 
phatic language: 

"The  safety  and  interest  of  the  people  require 
that  they  should  promote  such  manufactures  as 
tend  to  render  them  independent  of  others  for  es- 
sential, particularly  for  military,  supplies." 

On  the  15lh  of  January,  1790,  Congress  responded 
to  this  suggestion  of  the  President,  by  adopting  the 
folldVing  resolution: 

*'R^olv€dt  Thai  it  be  relerfed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  propose  and  report  to  this  House 
a  j>xop«r  plan  or  plans,  e^^rmabl?  to  the  recom- 


mendation of  the  President  in  hi*  speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  the  encouragement  and 
promotion  of  such  manufactories  as  will  tend  to 
render  the  United  States  independent  of  otheir  na- 
tions for  essential,  particularly  for  military,  sop- 
plies." 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hamilton)  made  his  cele- 
brated report  in  ftivor  of  protecting  American  In- 
dustry. I  should  be  glad,  sir,  if  this  invaluable 
document  was  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  of  this* 
Republic.  The  grounds  upon  which  he  rested  the 
policy  ate  very  briefly  summed  up  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph,  which  I  commend  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee: 

"The  embarrassments  wtiich  have  obstructed  the 
progress  of  our  external  trade  have  led  to  serious 
reflections  on  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  sphere 
of  our  domestic  commerce.  The  restrictive  regu- 
lations which,  in  foreign  markets,  abridge  the  vent 
for  the  increasing  surplus  of  our  agricultural  prod- 
uce, serve  to  bc^ct  an  earnest  desire  Ihsit  a  more 
extensive  demand  for  that  surplus  may  be  created 
at  home;  and  (he  complete  success  which  has  re- 
warded manufacturing  enterprise  in  some  valuable 
branches,  conspiring  with  the  promising  symptoms 
which  attend  .^ome  less  mature  essays  in  others, 
justily  a  hope  that  the  obstacles  to  the  growth  of  this 
species  of  industry  are  less  formidable  than  they 
were  apprehended  to  be;  and  that  it  may  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  find,  in  its  further  extension,  a  full  indem- 
nification for  any  external  disadvantases  which  are 
or  may  be  experienced,  as  w«ll  as  an  a<?ce8Sioh  of 
resourres  favorable  lo  national  Independence  and 
safety." 

For  some  years  after  this  report  was  made,  the 
American  people  were  subjected  to  great  inconve- 
nience by  the  refusal  of  the  Governments  of  Europe 
to  enter  into  commercial  treaties  with  the  United 
States,  founded  upon  principles  of  justice  and  reci- 
procity. On  the  14th  of  February,  1792,  President 
Washington  brought  this  subject  to  tht  attention  of 
Congress,  that  it  might  adoplsnch  measures  as  the 
interests  of  the  country  seemed  to  re^juire.  This 
communication  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
who  made  ar  report,  which  was  submitted  to  tht; 
Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Jefferson)  "with  instruc- 
tions (0  report  to  Congress  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  privileges  and.fest/ictions  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  tbe  United  States  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  the  measures  which  he  should  think 
proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  same." 

On  the  14ih  December,  1793,  Mr.  Jefferson  made 
his  report,  from  which  I  have  extracted  the  follow- 
ing passages,  in  order  that  the  committee  and  tbe 
country  may  see  what  were  his  views  of  the  constitu- 
tional powers  and  duties  of  the  Gtovemment  of  the 
United  States.    [Am.  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  p.  300-1.] 

"But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes, 
suppose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  con- 
tinuing its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties,  and  regu- 
lations, it  behooves  us  to  protect  our  citizens,  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  by  counter  prohibitions, 
duties,  and  regulaiiorvs  also.  Free  commerce  and 
navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  re- 
strictions and  vexations,  nor  are  they  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  relaxation  of  them. 

"The  following  principles,  being  founded  in  re- 
ciprocity, appear  perfectly  just,  and  to  offer  no 
cause  of  complaint  to  any  nation: 

"1.  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our 
.  productions,  or  .prohibits  them  altogether*  it  may 
be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs;  first  bur- 
dening or  excluding  those  productions  which  they 
bringhere  in  competition  with  our  own  of  the  same 
kind;  selecting,  next,  such  manufactures  as  we  take 
from  them  in  greatest  quantity,  and  which,  at  the 
same  time,  we  could  the  soonet^t  furnish  to  our- 
selves, or  obtain  from  other  countries;  imposing  on 
them  duties,  lighter  at  first,  but  heavier  and  heavier 
afterwards,  as  other  channels  of  supply  open.  Such 
duties  having  the  effect  of  indirect  encouragement 
to  domestic  manufactures  of  the  same  kind,  may 
induce  the  manufacturer  to  come  himFelf  into  these 
States,  where  cheaper  subsistence,  equal  laws,  and  a 
vent  oiTiis  wares  free  of  dutv,  may  ensure  him  the 
highest  profits  from  his  skill  and  industry.  And 
here  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments to  co-operate  essentially,  by  opening  (he 
resources  of  encouragement  which  are  under  their 
control;  extending  them  liberally  to  artists  in  those 
particular  Sranch&s  of  manufacture  for  which  their 
soil,  climate,  population,  and  other  circumstances, 

I  hava  maturea  iktmi  aiid  foetaripg  th«  pracioua 


efiEorta  and  progress  of  household  nuAni€Ktiii«,  1»f 
some  patronaige  suited  to  the  nstuve  of  itt  uljtiUl 
guided  by  the  local  informaiioo.  they  poM^  mm 
guarded  agaitist  abu}«  by  thedr presente  aBd>ai«Br 
tions.  The  oppressicmson  our  afrdcittmrey  !■  f^ 
eign  ports,  wouki  thus  be  Hiade  the  occaskm  of  re- 
lieving it  from  a  dependtoce  on  tbe  e^aayeia  and 
conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  maDsfiie- 
tures,  and  population  at  home." 

On  the  4ih  of  January,  1794.  Mr.  MMisoQ 
brought  forward  in  Congress  his  rilebraterf  refi>- 
lutions,  which  were  known  to  be  (he  joint  prodpc- 
tion  o!  Mr.  Jeflei^on  nnd  himself,  and  were  cJ^^ga- 
ed  ro  carry  fnto  effect  the  policy  recommended  in 
Mr.  Jeflfferson's report.  T^ese resolutions  distinctly 
assumed  the  poM^er  to  protect  American  indosiry; 
and,  alter  a  lon^  arid  able  debate,  they  received  :he 
sanction  o(  the  House.  In  the  course  of  this  debate, 
Mr.  Madison  used  the  following  emphatic  langopge 
in  regard  to  the  protection  of  manufactures: 

"The  States  that  are  most  advanced  in  pqpola- 
tion,  and  ripe  for  manufactures,  ought  to  haveiheir 
particular  interests  ai;ended  to  in  some  degree. 
While  these  States  retained  the  power  of  r^nls- 
•ting  trade,  they  had  the  power  to  protect  ahq  cher- 
ish such  inslitulioos.  By  adopting  tbe  pr^ot  Con- 
stitution, they  have  thrown  the  exercise  ot  their 
power  into  other  hands.  They  must  hare  doae  ih|s 
with  the  understanding  that  those  interests  WooM 
not  be  neglected  here. 

Without  adverting  to  other  roeogmtiaiisby  Pferi- 
dent  Washington  of  the  power  and  duty  of  Gon- 
gr&ss  to  protect  domestic  industry,  I  wittadd:  hot 
a  singlepassage  from  his  last  address  t« Congress 
on  Ith  December,  1796,  in  which  he  saya: 

''Congress  have  repeatedly,  and  not  withool  suc- 
cess, directed  their  atteiHion  to  the  enconragettem 
of  manuiactures.  The  object  is  of  too  noclh  Im- 
portatice  not  to  ensure  a  continuance  of cheir  ^ffofts 
in  every  way  which  shall  appear  eliglbie." 

Passing  over  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Adams,  which  is  known  to  have  fovored  the  saaie 
policy,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  aiteniion  of  die 
committee  to  some  evidences  of  the  opinictis  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  the  apostle  of  Democracy,  and  the  amhor 
of  the  political  doctrines  by  which  the  oppODeiHs 
of  protection  profess  to  be  guided.  Jlear  what 
the  sage  of  Moniicello  says,  in  bis  second 
to  Congress  on  ^he  l&th  of  December,  1808 : 

"  To  cultivate  peace,  and  maintain  commerce 
and  navigation  in  all  their  lawful  enterprises;  to 
foster  our  fisheries  as  nurseries*  of  navigatioD,  and 
for  the  nurture  of  man,  and  protect  the  manufac- 
tures adapted  to  our  circumstances;  to  preserve  the 
faith  of  the  nation  by  an  exact  discbarge  of  its 
debts  and  contracLs,  expend  the  public  money  with 
the  same  care  and  economy  we  would  practice 
with  our  own,  and  impase  on  our  citizens  no  un- 
necessary burdens;  to  keep  in  all  things  within  the 
pale  of  our  constitutional  powers,  and  cherish  the 
federal  union  as  the  onlv  rock  of  safety: — these, 
fellow-citizens,  are  the  landmarks  by  which  we 
are  to  guide  ourselves  in  all  our  proceedings. 
By  continuing  to  make  these  the  rule  of  our  ae- 
tioD,  we  shall  endear  to  our  countrymen  the  trae 
principles  of  their  constitution,  and  promote  a 
union  of  sentiment  and  of  action  equally  auspi- 
cious to  their  happiness  and  safety."    - 

Prom  this  extract,  it  will  be  perceived  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  enumerating  the  "landmarirs"  by 
which  his  administration  was  to  be  ^ided,  assf^ 
a  most  prominent  position  to  the  dut^  of  protectmg 
mar^ufactures. 

But  this  is  not  all.  In  1806,  the  revenue  from 
imposts  had  increased  to  such  an  amount,  that  Mr. 
Jenerson  had  grounds  to  believe  that  there  would 
be,  *'ere  long,  an  accumulation  of  moneys  in  tbe 
treasury,  beyond  the  instalments  of  the  public  debt, 
which  the  Government  would  be  permitted  by  con- 
tract to  pay."  In  other  words,  it  was  apparent  to 
Mr.  Jefferson  (hat  there  was  about4o be  asnrples 
in  the  treasury,  above  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment economically  adrm'nistered.  What  did  be 
recommend  in  that  contingency  1  A  reduction  d: 
duties  down  to  the  re  enue  standard!  Let  tbe  fbl- 
Towing  extract  from  his  message  of  the  9d  of 
December,  1806,  answer  those  questions: 

"To  what  other  objects  shall  these  surpttises  be 
appropriated,  and  the  whole  surplus  of  the  il^post 
after  the  entire  discharge  of  the  public  d^l  Shall 
we  suppress  the  impost,  and  give  that  advaDt|||etO 
the  foreign  over  domestic  manufactin*&1'' 

He  pro<^ee4s  to  say,  that  i^K>n  ^gim^Mpj^l^ 
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impost  might  be  suppressed  bat  with  regard  to  the 
mass  of  them,  he  exprewes  the  belief  that  the  **pa- 
triotism"  of  the  people  would  "prefer  its  co^tina- 
ance  and  application  to  the  great  purposes  ofpab- 
li<r  edneation,  roads,  rivers,  canah,  and  such  (Hher 
obyscts  of  public  improvement  as  it  may  be  thought 
proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional  enumeration  of 
F«der^  powers." 

Thus  It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Jefferson  not 
only  reeognised  the  right  to  protect  domestic  manu- 
fietnree  incideotally,  l>y  jnst  discriminations;  but 
that  he  contended  for  the  doctrine  of  protection 
p<f  5r,  as  a  distinct  and  substantive  priociple!  And 
to  such  an  extent  did  he  carry  his  devotion  to  it, 
that  when  the  wants  of  the  Government  no  longer 
reqtiired  the  money  levied  by  imposts,  he  was  tin- 
wijlinir  to  reduce  the  tax,  because  it  would  with- 
draw the  necessary  protection  from  American  la- 
bor; but  sought,  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion, new  sources  of  expenditure,  by  which  the  sur- 
plus should  be  absorbedl 

But  lest  it  might  be  supposed  that  this  was  a 
mere  temporary  policy  which  Mr.  Jefferson  pro- 
posed to  introduce,  I  will  submit  one  additional  pas- 
sage, extractaol  from  his  message  of  the  8th  Novem- 
ber, 1806,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  disciples  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school  of  politics  to  reconcile  their  op- 
position to  the  system  of  protection  with  the  sol- 
emnly declared  opinions  of  the  great  author  of  their 
political  creed!    In  that  message  he  says: 

"The  suspension  of  foreip;n  commerce  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  powers^  and  the 
consequent  losses  and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are 
subiects  of  just  concern.  The  situation  into  which 
we  have  thus  been  forced,  has  impelled  us  to  apply 
a  portion  of  our  industry  and  capital  to  internal 
manufactures  and  improvements.  The  extent  of 
this  conversion  is  daily  increasing,  and  little  doubt 
reinains  that  the  establishments  formed  and  form- 
ing will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials 
and  subsistence,  the  freedom  of  labor  rrom  taxation 
with  us,  and  of  protecting  duties  and  prohibiticms, 
become  permanent" 

But  will  it  be  said  that  Mr.  Jefferson  changed 
his  opinions  on  this  subjecti  Where  is  the  evi- 
dence ofanysach  changel  I  maintain  that  none 
can  he  produced.  Gta  the  contrary,  we  have  the 
most  conclusive  proof,  in  his  letter  to  Benjamin 
Austin,  hi  1816,  that  his  opinions  bad  become  more 
and  iD<ite  confirmed  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of 
protection.  Mr.  Jefferson  had,  in  1785,  in  his  Notes 
on  Vir^nia,  expressed  ,some  opinions  adverse  to 
the  policy  of  manufactures  in  this  country.  In 
1816^  when  the.sibject  of  a  protecting  tariff  was 
about  to  come  before  Congress,  his  opinions  were 
much  relied  on  by  the  opponents  of  that  measure; 
and  Mr.  Austin  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  informing 
him  of  the  fact,  and  asking  an  expression  of  his 
sentinaents.  The  following  are  extracts  froitt  Mr. 
Jefferson's  reply,  dated  9th  January,  1816: 

'* You  tell  j9Qe  1  am  quoted  1^  those  who  wish  to 
continue  our  dependence  on  England  for  manufac- 
tures. There  was  a  time  when  I  might  have  been 
so  quo!ed  with  more  candor.  But  whhin  the  thirty 
years  which  have  since  elapsed,  how  are  circum- 
stances changed !  We  were  then  in  peace;  our  in- 
dependent place  among  nations  was  acknowledged. 
A  commerce  which  offered  the  raw  material  in 
exchange  for  the  same  material  after  receiving 
the  last  touch  of  industry,  was  worthy  of  welcome 
to  all  nations.  It  was  expected  that  those,  especial- 
ly to  whom  manufacturing  industry  was  impor- 
tant, would  cheiish  the  friendship  of  such  cus- 
tomers by  every  favor,  and  particularly  cultivate 
their  peace  by  every  act  of  justice  and  friendship. 
Under  this  prospect  the  question  seemed  legitimate, 
whether,  with  such  an  immensity  of  unimproved 
land,  courting  the  hand  of  husbandry,  the  industry 
of  agriculture  or  that  of  manufactures  would  add 
most  to  the  national  wealth.       ♦       •       ♦       ♦ 

"This  was  the  state  of  things  in  1785,  when  the 
Notes  on  Virginia  were  first  published;  when  the 
ocean  being  open  to  all  nations,  and  their  common 
right  in  it  acknowledged  and  exercised  under  ree- 
ulation{»  sanctioned  by  the  assent  and  usage  of  all, 
it  was  thought  that  the  doubt  might  claim  some  con- 
sideration. 'We  have  since  experienced  what  we 
did  not  then  believe— that  there  exist  both  profli- 
gacy and  power  enough  to  exclude  us  from  the 
field  of  interchange  with  other  nations;  that,  to  be 
independjsnt  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fab- 
ricate them  ourse'ves.  We  most  now  place  the 
manufacturer  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  The 
former  question  is  suppressed,  or  rather  assumes  a 
neif  fiDmi  the  gnikl  ioqoiry  now  is,  sbaU  we 


make  our  own  comforts,  or  go  without  them,  at  the 
will  of  a  foreign  nalioni  He,  therefore,  who  is 
now  against  domestic  manufactnre,  must  be  for 
reducing  us  either  to  a  dependence  on  that  for- 
eign nation,  or  to  be  clothed  in  skins,  and  to  live 
like  wild  beasts  in  dens  and  caverna.  I  am  proud 
to  say  1  am  not  one  of  these.  Experience  has 
taught  me  that  manufiictures  are  now  is  necessary 
to  our  independenec  as  to  our  comfort;  and  if  those 
who  quote  n>e  as  of  a  different  opinion  wiU  keep 
pace  with  n^e  in  purchasing  nothing  foreign,  where 
an  equivalent  ot  domestic  fabric  can  be  obtained, 
without  any  regard  to  difference  of  price,  it  will  not 
be  our  fault  if  we  do  not  have  a  supply  at  home 
equal  to  our  demand,  and  wrest  that  weapon  of  dis- 
tress from  the  band  which  has  so  long  wantonly 
violated  it." 

Who  now  will  venture  to  doubt  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
was/in  advocaie'of  the  doctrine  of  protection,  to 
the  fullest  extentl 

I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me,  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, to  give  this  lull  exposition  of  the  true  opin- 
ions or  Mr.  Jefferson,  because  I  have  reason  to 
know  that  they  have  been  much  misunderstood  and 
misrepresented,  even  in  his  owd  State. 

The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  father  of 
the  Constitution,  and  its  wisest  expounder,  have 
been  so  frequently  expressed  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  and  are  50  well  known  to  ihe 
country,  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  furnish 
any  extracts  from  hisjnessages  recommending  the 
suDJect  to  the  favorable  considyation  of  Congress. 
In  his  latter  years,  when  he  had  retired  from  the 
political  arena,  and  was  free  from  all  the  distracting 
interests  of  public  life,  he  had  occasion  no  review 
the  whole  subject,  ana  he  embodied  his  roaiared 
opinions  in  two  letters,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jos.  C. 
Cabell  of  Virginia— one  dated  18ih  September,  1828. 
and  the  other  30th  October,  J828— which  contained 
pjobably  the  most  clear  and  conclusive  argument 
in  favor  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams  adopted,  both  theo- 
retically and  practically,  the  same  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  and  recommended  and  sanctioned 
legislative  acts  to  give  effect  to  the  principle  of 
protection  in  the  tariffs  of  1816,  1824,  and  1828. 
These  sentiments,  thus  avowed  and  urged  upon 
Congress  by  all  the  incumbents  of  the  executive 
chair,  have  been  promptly  responded  to,  in  every 
case,  by  the  legislative  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  judicial  sanction  has  also  been  af- 
forded, in  every  form  in  which  the  question  has 
been  presented  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country  for 
adjudication. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Lowndes,  General  Jackson, 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  almost  every  distinguished 
politician  of  eveiy  party,  have  recorded  their  votes 
m  favor  of  the  principle;  and  in  1816  it  fonnd 
upon  the  floor  of  Congress  no  champion  more  able, 
more  ardent,  more  devoted,  than  Mr.  Calhoun,  as 
will  plainly  appear  from  the  following  extracts  from 
his  speech  in  1816: 

"Neither  agriculture,  ma9ufactures,  nor  com- 
merce (said  Mr.  Calhoun,)  taken  separately,  are 
the  cause  of  wealth;  it  flows  from  them  combined, 
and  caniiot  exist  without  each.  The  wealth  of 
any  single  nation  or  individual,  it  is  true,  may 
not  immediately  be  derived  from  the  three;  but  it 
always  pre-supposes  the  existence  of  the  three 
sources,  though  derived  immediately  from  one  or 
two  ol  them  only.  Taken  in  its  most  enlarged 
sense,  without  commerce,  industry  would  have  no 
stimulus;  without  manufactures,  it  would  be  with- 
out the  means  of  production;  and  without  agricul- 
ture, neither  of  the  others  could  exist;  when  separ- 
ated entirely,  and  permanently,  they  must  perish. 
War,  in  this  country,  produces,  to  a  great  extent, 
that  separation;  and  hence  the  great  embarrassment 
that  follows  in  its  train.  The  failure  of  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  nation  necessarily  involves  the 
ruin  of  its  finances  and  its  currency.  It  is  admit- 
ted, by  the  most  strenuous  advocates  on  the  other 
side,  than  no  country  ought  to  be  dependent 
on  another  for  its  means  of  defence;  that,  at 
least,  our  musket  and  bayonet,  our  cannon  and 
ball,  ought  to  be  domestic  manufacture.  But  what 
is  more  necessary  in  the  defence  of  a  country  than 
its  currency  and  financel  Circumscribed  as  our 
country  is,  can  these  stand  the  shock  of  warl  Be- 
hold the  effect  of  the  late  war  upon  them  I  When 
our  manufactures#ire  grown  to  a  certain  perfec- 
tion, as  they  soon  will,  under  the  fostering  care 
of  Gk>vemment,  we  will  no  longer  experience  those 
«vil8.    T)ie  fanner  wiU  find  a  ready  market  for 


his  surplus  produce,  and,  what  is  of  ahoaobt  equal 
consequence,  a  certain  and  cheap  supply  of  all  his 
wants.  His  prosperity  wMi^diffuse  iiself  to  every 
class  of  the  community." 

Having  described  the  effect  of  war  upon  our  in- 
dustry and  currency,  its  obstruction  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  bulky  articles,  while  a  demand  would 
continue  for  foreign  articles,  to  be  supplied  through 
the  policy  of  the  enemy  or  unlawful  traffic,  result- 
ing in  a  drain  ot  our  specie  to  pay  the  balance  per- 
petually accumulating  against  us,  he  proceeded  to 
say: 

"To  this  distressing  stale  of  things  there  are  two 
remedies,  and  only  two:  one  in  our  power  imme- 
diatelv;  the  other  requiring  much  time  and  exer- 
tion; but  both  constituting,  in  his  opinion,  the  es- 
sential policjr  of  this  country.  He  meant  the  navy 
and  domestic  manufactures.  By  the  former,  we 
could  open  the  way  to  our  markets;  by  the  latter, 
we  bring  them  from  beyond  the  ocean,  and  natu- 
ralize them  in  our  own  soil." 

Having  spoken  of  the  effect  of  the  war  in  giving 
existence  to  manufactures,  and  in  bringing  them 
them  to  some  degree  of  maturity,  he  said: 

''But  it  will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  they  are  so  far 
established,  and  if  the  situation  of  the  country  is 
favorable  to  their  growth,  where  is  the  necessity  of 
adbrding  them  protectionl  It  is  to  put  them  be- 
yond the  reach  or  contingency." 

There  is  but  one  other  authority  to  which  I  wil^ 
refer  as  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  pro- 
tective principle,  and  I  will  then  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  another  branch  of  the  stibject.  I  al- 
lude to  the  message  of  President  Jackson  to  Con- 
gress, on  the  7th  December,  1830.  In  that  paper 
the  whole  argument  is  condensed  into  the  narrow- 
est possible  limits,  and  presented  with  a  force  that 
cannot  be  resisted.    He  says: 

"The  power  to  impose  duties  on  inoporls  origin- 
ally belonged  to  the  several  States.  The  right  to 
adjust  these  duties,*  with  a  view  to  the  encouragq- 
ment  of  domestic  branches  of  indu.^try,  is  so  com- 
pletely incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
suppose  the  existence  of  the  one  without  the  other. 
The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imports  to  the  General  Government,  without 
limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  incon- 
siderable reservation  relating  to  their  inspection 
laws.  This  authority  having  thus  entirely  pas.s^ 
from  the  States,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protection  does  not  exist  in  them;  and,  con- 
sequently, if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  must  be  extinct.  Our  political  system' 
would  thus  present  the  anomaly  of  a  people  stripped 
of  the  right  to  foster  their  own  industry,  ana  to 
counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy 
which  might  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations.  This,  • 
surely,  cannot  be  the  cane.  This  indispensable 
power,  thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be 
within  the  scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  ex- 

fressly  delegated  to  Congress.  In  this  conclusion 
am"  confirmed,  as  well  by  the  opinions  of  Presi- 
dents Washington,  Jefibrson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe, who  have  each  repeatedly  recommended  the 
exercise  of  this  right  under  the  Constitution,  as  by 
the  uniform  practice  of  Congress,  the  continued 
acquiescence  of  the  States,  and  the  general  under- 
standing of  the  people." 

With  this  review  of  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers 
of  the  Republic,  and  of  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  are  rounded,  I  leave  it  for  the  committee  and 
the  country  to  decide  whether  I  am  departing  from 
the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  jn  giving 
my  support  to  a  measure  intended  primarily  to 
raise  revenue  for  the  Government,  and  incidentally 
to  afford  protection  to  American  industry. 

I  will  proceed  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  meet  some 
of  the  more  prominent  objections  to  the  exercise  of 
the  protective  power,  drawn  from  considerations 
of  expediency. 

Many  geatlemen  have  treated  this  subject  as  if 
it  were  a  mere  sectional  question— a  struggle  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  SoiUb.  For  my  part»  I 
look  upon  it  in  a  very  different  aspect.  I  regard  ii 
as  a  national  question— an  American  question — 
one  which  belongs  to  the  whole  country.  It  is  true, 
that  there  may  be  partial  and  temporary  inequali- 
ties resulting  from  the  operation  of  laws  like  that 
now  before  us,  as  there  will  be  from  all  human 
laws.  But  they  will  be  but  tem'^rary  in  their  da- 
ration.  The  country  will  soon  accommodate  itself 
to  the  new  condition  of  afiairs;  and  the  general  ben- 
[  efii«  ^jill  greatly  oatweigh  the  partial  evils*    lo  nqr 
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opinion,  it  will  be  fovnd,  if  we  take  a  conroreben- 
sire  and  statesmanlike  viev  of  oar  whole  Confed- 
enray,  that  there  i5),  jntrmh,  no  necessary  conflict 
of  interest  between  the  North  and  the  Sonih,  or  the 
East  and  the  West.  The  very  diversities  of  soil, 
of  climate,  of  population,  and  of  production,  which, 
at  the  first  view,  might  be  supposed  to  create  antago- 
nist interests,  are,  when  rightly  considered,  the 
most  frnitfol  sources  of  strength,  and  union,  and 
harmony.  Providence  seems  to  have  wisely  or- 
dained that,  as  we  are  separated  by  the  broad  At- 
lantic from  the  eastern  hemisphere,  we  should  have 
liU  the  elements  of  national  greatness,  and  wealth, 
and  po"«ier,  within  our  own  borders.  We  have  a 
climate  and  a  soil  adapted  to  every  constitution,  to 
every  production,  and  to  everv  occupation.  We 
have  all  the  element^j  of  national  pro.speriiy,  vegeta- 
ble and  mineral,  in  the  greatest  abundance;  and  all 
that  is  necessary  for  their  full  development,  is  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  system  of  legislation.  Who 
can  nnroU  the  map  of  this  great  Confederacy,  and 
cast  his  ^e  over  its  extended  surface,  without  feel- 
ing emotions  of  pleasure  and  of  pride,  mingled  with 
sentiments  of  gratitude  to  the  great  Divsposer  of 
Events,  for  the  magnificent  inheritance  which  he 
has  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us?  Let  him, 
then,  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  j^eparate  and 
distinctive  characteristics  impressed  upon  each  ge- 
ographical division  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator 
himself,  and  how  will  these  sentiments  be  strength- 
ened and  invigorated!  Then  let  him  reflect  upon 
the  mutual  relations  and  dependence  of  each  divi- 
sion upon  the  other,  and  of  the  capacity  of  each  to 
minister  to  the  wants  of  the  others;  and  how  pro- 
foundly must  he  be  penetrated  wiih  a  sense  of  the 
wisdom  and  the  beneficence  of  Him  "whose  hands 
prepared  the  dry  land !" 

If  we  look  to  the  extreme  South,  we  find  a  broad 
belt  of  territory,  stretching  from  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico to  the  Rocky  Mountains;  which,  whilst  it  yields 
its  rich  tributes  of  sugar  and  other  productions  of  a 
tropical  climate,  to  supply  the  wants  of  more  north- 
ern regions,  furnishes  to  them  in  return  a  market 
for  their  cotton,  and  breadstuff's,  and  live  stock, 
and  manufactures  of  every  description. 

Advancing  ^  rtep  northward,  the  broad  fields  of 
the  cotton  region  are  spread  before  our  eyes.  Here 
we  see  the  planter  busily  employed  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  sugar  country,  and  the  grain-grow- 
ing, and  grazing,  and  manufacturing  districts,  by 
p!;oducing  the  raw  material;  which,  when  worked 
up  into  the  various  fabrics,  is  to  furnish  them  the 
means  of  comfort  and  luxury.  In  return,  he  re- 
ceives from  those  districts  his  sugar,  his  provis- 
ions of  all  descriptions,  and  the  manufactures  which 
are  essential  to  his  enjoyment. 

Progressing  yet  another  step  towards  the  north, 
we  benbold  the  imlimited  resources  of  the  middle 
country  and  great  West — the  grain-growing  and 
grazing  region — whose  flocks  and  herds  spread 
over  a  thousand  bills;  and  whose  fields,  surpassing 
Egypt  in  fertility,  can  produce  an  amount  of  bread- 
stumi,  and  of  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  which 
knows  no  limit  but  the  absence  of  all  further  de- 
mand. But  the  farmers  and  the  graziers  must  be 
furnished  with  their  sugar,  their  molasses,  their 
cotton,  and  their  manufactures  and  merchandise; 
and  where  can  they  look  so  naturally  for  their  sup- 
plies as  to  those  parts  of  the  country  which  con- 
sume their  wheat  and  corn,  and  pork  and  beef  1 

When  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  extreme  north,  we 
find  a  country  with  a  less  genial  climate,  and  a  soil 
whose  comparative  sterility  discourages  the  labor 
of  the  husbandman.  But  even  this  less  favored  re- 
gion possesses  its  peculiar  advantages.  It  is  blessed 
with  a  population  hardy,  industrious,  intelligent, 
and  adventurous.  Its  wealth  consists  in  the  labor 
of  its  citizens;  and  hence  they  are  found  to  be  de- 
voted to  manufactures,  to  commerce,  and  to  the  sea: 
and,  whilst  they  derive  their  supplies  mainly  from 
the  more  southern  divisions  of  the  Union,  they  re- 
pay them  with  the  products  of  their  manufactories 
and  their  fisheries,  and  by  merchandise  imported 
from  foreign  markets. 

These  diversities  of  climate,  and  soil,  and  popula- 
tion, necessarily  produce  diversities  of  production 
and  occupation  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  various 
districts.  Through  them,  the  Supreme  Ruler  has 
ordained  that  there  shall  be  a  natural  division  of 
labor.  The  laws  of  nature  forbid  that  the  great 
staples  of  one  district  should  be  produced  in  another. 
Thus,  there  is  no  danger  of  rivalry  springing;  up 
between  them;  on  the  contrary,  the  wante  oi  one 
are  supplied  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  others.  A 
pittaal  interchasge  oi.  5aperflaities  nftturaUy^takes 


place,  and  thus  a  commercial  intercourse  is  gener- 
ated, beneficial  to  all;  and,  as  if  it  had  been  the  de- 
sign of  Heaven  to  facilitate  this  profitable  exchange 
of  commodities,  we  see  the  Father  of  Rivers — 
comDvencing  his  course  near  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  Union,  flowing  thence  nearly  due  south, 
through  the  heart  of  all  the  grand  divisions,  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexf CO— bisecting  this  vast  continent,  and 
furnishing  a  channel  of  commerciai  intercourse  be- 
tween the  various  districts  unequalled  upon  the 
face  of  the  globe  in  extent  and  excellence,  and 
binding  them  all  together  by  lie^  of  interest  as 
broad,  as  deep,  and  as  strong,  as  the  current  with 
which  his  mighty,  volume  ot  waters  rolls  onward 
to  the  ocean ! 

When  we  undertake  to  legislate  for  a  country  like 
this,  we  should  look  at  it  as  a  whole,  and  not  con- 
fine our  views  to  mere  local  or  sectional  interests. 
We  should  indulge  a  catholic  spirit — a  spirit  of  en- 
larged patriotism,  which  can  embrace  in  its  grasp 
the  whole  Confederacy,  from  the  St,  Lawrence  to 
the  Sabine.  We  should  look  at  the  great  interests 
of  the  nation,  not  as  .something  separate  and  ^s- 
tinct  from  each  other,  but  as  constituting  pans  of  a 
grand  system,  intimately  connected  together,  wisely 
fitted  to  each  other,  and,  when  properly  brought  in- 
to action,  working  harmoniously  together,  and  mu- 
tually giving  and  receiving  nutriment  and  support. 

When  I  have  suffered  myself  to  be  lost  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  wide  extent  of  our  confede- 
racy, with  its  members  reaching  from  the  Atlantic 
to  this  Rocky  mountains— with  its  rivers  and  lakes, 
and  canals  and  railroads,  and  other  channels  of  in- 
ternal communication,  penetrating  into  every  part 
of  ir, — I  have  almost  imagined  it  to  be  some  vast  an- 
imal organization,  who>e  life  blood,  supplied  by  ag- 
riculture and  manufacJures,  is  thrown  out  from  the 
great  centre  of  the  system  in  New  York,  and 
transmitted  through  the  various  arteries  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  diff*using  health,  and  vigor, 
and  vitality  to  its  remotest  extremities!  Let  us, 
then,  hear  no  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  local  inter- 
ests upon  this  subject;  let  us  remember  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  is  made  up  of  the  pros- 
perity of  its  parts.  Let  us  recollect  that  the  cottoii- 
grower  is  interested  in  the  manufactures  of  the 
North,  and  that  the  manufacturer  of  the  North  is 
interested  in  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  South; 
and  that  the  prosperity  of  both  is,  in  turn,  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  grain- 
growing  and  suffar  districts.  For  of  what  use  is 
it  to  either  district  to  have  a  large  surplus  of  its 
products,  if  the  other  districts  have  nothing  to 
give  in  exchange  for  itl  Of  what  avail  is  jt  to 
have  merchandise,  if  there  is  no  market  for  iti 

But  if  gentlemen,  discarding  these  enlarged  and 
American  views  of  the  subject,  will  insist  upon 
treating  this  question  as  a  sectional  one,  howev;er 
unwilling  1  may  be  so  to  regard  it,  1  shall  not  shrink 
from  the  discussion  of  it  in  that  aspect.  I  must  be 
pardoned,  however,  if,  before  I  enter  upon  the  ar- 
gument, I  require  that  the  proper  parties  to  the  con- 
troversy shall  be  presentea  to  the  country.  I  can- 
not consent  that  this  shall  be'treated  as  a  question 
between  Massachusetts^  and  South  Carolina;  nor 
between  New  England  and  the  extreme  South;  nor 
yet  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  cotton- 
growers.  I  insist  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  sectional 
division,  the  middle  country  and  the  West — the 
grain-growing  and  grazing  and  tobacco  districts — 
shall  have  their  appropriate  position  assigned  to 
them.  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  a  district  situ- 
ated in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  which  has  a  deep  m- 
tercst  in  this  question;  and  I  claim  that  it  shall  be 
heard  by  its  Representative,  before  judgment  is  pro- 
nounced. 

What,  then,  is  the  natural  position  of  my  district 
in  regard  to  this  quesiioni  This  inquiry  will  be 
best  answered  by  ascertaining  the  amount  and 
character  of  iLs  productions;  and  I  have  accord- 
ingly^ prepared,  from  the  official  returns,  the  foU 
lowmg  tabular  statement  of  the  principal  staples 
which  are  cultivated  by  my  constituents : 

Statistical  Table  exhibiting  some  of  the  products  of 
the  llth  Congressional  District  of  Virginia. 


Counties. 

Wheal. 

Com. 

Ryr. 

Oati, 

if 

Tobacco 

Augofta   • 

3aj33'2 

384,408 

92,227 

iW4.689 

^ 

Rockbridge 

263,766 

604.646 

69,566 

249,018 

2P3,765 

Bo'etourt 

197,282 

298.707 

21,971 

185,016 

707,886 

Roanoke  • 

140,606 

181,634 

13,r736 

98,216 

599,273 

Montgomery 
Floylf       . 

106,268 

208.«85 

21,093 

144,366 

241,276 

23^« 

72,869 

9,ll2 

n,i!(J3 

17.679 

Alleghany 

26449 

70.828 

58.860 

42,500 

Hall  of  Pulaski . 

23  049 

72,018 

8,470 

40,086 

- 

Total 

^104.681 

l,7^8»^ 

9i9,4«) 

1,(}97,6K 

l,9C^207 
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Countiei. 


Augusta  • 
Rockbridge 
Botetourt  • 
Roanoke  - 
Moniffomery 
Floyd 

Alleghany  • 
Ualfof  Pulaeki 

Total 


Horais 

and 
Mulea. 


Neat 
Cattle. 


9  910 
M39 
3711 
2.168 
2,869 

1,531 
987 


27,458 


21,479 
I3.4{» 
9.231 
6.337 
963S 
2.666 
6,366 
3,460 


71,635 


Sheep 


19.660 

19,821 

13.294 

60e?7 

13  439 

3.647 

84'f^ 

4^26 


Hogi. 


^446 

26,321 
2»^6fl 
ia6?l 
16;834 

457P 
12  6» 

5,876 


89,152:  ia,748 


'1 


Iron,  boa 


isn 

1^441 


TOO 


€356 


in 

410 


93S 


From  this  table  it  clearly  appears,  thatihoogh 
my  constituents  cultivate  tobacco  to  some  *  xtei4, 
their  great  staples  are  wheal,  rye,  Indian  com,  oais, 
hogs,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  and  moles.  These 
are  the  principal  articles  whicn  they  raise  for  mar* 
ket.  They  are,  therefore,  interested  in  obtaioiDg 
lor  these  articles  the  highest  possible  price.  How 
is  this  tu  be  effeciedl  It  is  a  wellsetifed  principle, 
that  it  is  the  relation  between  the  'supply  and  tiue 
demand  which  regulates  the  pi  ice  of  every  article, 
if  the  demand  be  large,  and  the  snpply  sntall,  the 
price  will  he  high^  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
demand  be  small,  and  the  supply  large,  the  price 
will  be  low.  No  one  will  venture  to  dispute  diese 
propositions.  Let  us  now  give  them  a  practical 
application.  My  constituents  are  interested  in  hav- 
ing the  demand  for  their  commodities  as  great  as 
possible— or,  to  stale  the  proposition  in  another 
lorm,  they  are  interested  in  having  as  maoT  con- 
sumers and  as  few  producers  of  their  staples  as 
possible.  How  is  this  effected^  Obviously,  by  in- 
ducing the  people  of  the  North,  who  are  eoeaged 
in  the  same  occupation,  to  turn  their  attenuonto 
other  branches  ot  business,  such  as  manufactnres, 
commerce,  and  navigation;  for  thereby  we  not 
only  get  rid  of  their  competition  as  producers,  but 
we  gain  tl\^m  as  customers,  to  buy  andconsame 
ouc  production.s.  This  simple  view  of  the  case 
shows  very  clearly  where  our  interest  lies. 

Now,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  interest  of 
the  cotton-planting  States,  and  see  how  far  it  ccnn- 
cides  with  that  of  Western  Virginia^  From  the 
statistical  tables  furnished  to  us  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  I  find  that  my  district  alone  pro- 
duces considerably  more  wheat  than  the  whole 
State  of  South  Carolina,  and  within  a  fraction  of  as 
much  as  the  four  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Arkansas  taken  together.  The 
following  table  shows  the  whole  amount  produced 
in  each  oif  those  States: 


South  Carolin.a 

• 

Alabama 
Mississippi   • 
Louisiana 
Arkansas 


968,000  bushels  of  whear. 

828,052  do 

196,626  do 

60  do 

105,878  do 


Whole'amount  of  the 
four  last  named     - 1,136,616 

These  Slates,  it  is  apparent,  are  obliged  to  boy 
their  supplies  of  breadstufis;  and  we  Irnow  that 
they  are  also  dependent  on  the  Western  and  Mid- 
die  States  for  their  beef  and  pork,  and  horses  and 
mules,  and  various  other  articles,  which  canaot 
well  be  raised  in  the  southern  country.  As  the 
cotton-planter  is  compelled  to  purchase  these  ar- 
ticles, he  is  of  course  interested  to  get  them  as  low 
as  possible.  He,  therefore,  will  wish  to  see  as  large 
a  supply,  and  as  small  a  demand  for  them,  as  possi- 
ble— or,  in  other  words,  it  is  his  interest  to  hate  is 
many  producers^and  as  few  consumers  as  he  can. 
He  will  naturally  wish,  therefore,  to  see  the  maoa- 
factories  broken  down,  and  the  popolatioa  of  the 
North  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, so  astocoise 
into  competition  with  u.<^  and  bring  down  the  price 
of  the  products  of  our  farms.  Suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  eight  hundred  thousand  people  now 
engaged  in  the  manufactories -were  suddenly  tocease 
their  operations,  and  to  become  farmers:  what 
would  be  the  consequence^  Would  it  not  cao.«e  a 
complete  prostration  of  the  farming  interests!  The 
effects  on  prices  would  be  most  disastrous  in  two 
ways;  for  the  farmers  would  have  not  only  to  meet 
the  competition  of  these  800,000  producers,  but  thCT 
would  lose  them  as  consumers.  But  bow  would 
this  operate  on  the  cotton  interest!  It  would  have 
exactly  the  opposite  effect.  It  would  enable  the 
planter  to  buy  his  supplies  at  the  lowest  pOBsHile 
rate.  Thus,  it  is  apparent  that,  If  we  loolr  it  lUs 
matter  as  &  stfetlo&u  question,  wiHu>iit  regM  to 
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The  Tariff  Bill^Mr.  yfi.  A.  H.  Stuart. 


H.  of  Reps. 


tore  expanded  and  statesmanlike  considerations, 
be  interest  of  the  cotton  planter  on  the  one  hand,  and 
bat  of  the  farmer  and  grazier  on  the  other,  are  di- 
ecUy  opposed— the  one  being  the  seller,  and  the 
iber  the  buyer,  of  particular  commodities. 

If,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  subject  of  the  tariff 
s  to  be  treated  as  a  question  between  the  North 
nd  the  South,  it  is  plain  that  the  interests  of  my 
:onstituents  are  much  more  strongly  allied  to  those 
»f  the  North  than  the  South.  The  same  remark  is 
ijpplicable,  in  its  fullest  extent,  to  every  other  dis- 
rict  in  "Western  Virginia,  ana  to  many,  if  not  to 
ill  parts  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Stale*  It  will 
lot,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one,  if, 
n  case  the  question  assumes  that  aspect,  1  am  found 
20  operating  with  the  Representatives  of  other  grain- 
growing  and  grazing  districts,  in  endeavoring  to 
foster  the  interests  of  the  farmer,  by  preserving  and 
snlargiog  the  home  market. 

There  are  niany  considerations  in  support  of 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  I  had  proposed  to 
submit  to  the  committee  if  I  had  obtained  the  floor 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  debate.  But,  as  other  gen- 
tlemen have  anticipated  me  in  regard  to  them,  I 
shall  forbear  from  repeating  them,  and  proceed  to 
examine  some  of  the  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  by  genilemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question. 

Among  other  things,  we  are  told  that  a  tariff  will 
tend  to  raise  the  price  of  merchandise,  and  thereby 
impose  a  burden  on  the  farmers  and  others  who 
consume  it.  This  is,  to  some  ezjtent,  true:  but  do 
not  the  farmers  receive  an  equivalent  for  this  bur- 
den, in  the  blessings  of  a  Government  which  pro- 
tects them  in  the  full  enjo)rment  of  the  rights  of  per- 
son and  properly,  and  in  the  incireased  price  of^ihe 
productions  of  their  laborl  What  is  the  proportion 
between  the  outlay  of  the  farmer  for  articles  which 
are  subject  to  duty,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the 
sales  of  his  cropi  Suppose  it  to  be  one-half:  if  he 
pays  ten  per  cent,  additional  price  for  his  goods, 
and  receives  from  the  improved  home  market  but 
five  per  cent,  increase  on  the  price  of  what  he  has 
to  sell,  is  it  not  plain  that  he  is  fully  compensated^ 
But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  to  the  farmer. 
He  is  benefited  not  only  in  his  income,  but  his 
capital  is  also  greatly  augmented  in  value.  Let  me 
illustrate  this  idea  bv  an  example.  A  faCrmer  raises 
on  his  land  LOGO  bushels  of  wheat,  which  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  is  worth  90  cents 
per  bushel,  or  $900  in  the  aggregate.  Let  us  then 
suppose  thai,  by  the  passage  of  the  tarifi  bill,  and  the 
consequent  improvement  in  the  home  market,  the 
value  of  wheat  is  increased  to  ten  cents  per  bushel: 
what  are  the  benefits  which  will  accrue  to  the  far- 
mer? In  the  first  place,  he  receives  the  ten  cents 
ner  bushel,  which  is  equal  to  an  addition  of  $100  to 
his  incoine;  and,  in  ihe  next  place,  the  value  of  his 
land  (which  is  his  capital)  is  greatly  enhanced. 
The  amount  of  this  enhancement  may  be  estimated 
by  treating  the  SlOO  as  the  additional  annual  profit 
arising  from  it;  and,  as  SlOO  is  the  amount  which  a 
capital  of  ^1,666  66  would  yield  at  six  per  cent., 
we  will  not  be  far  out  of  the  way  if  we  assume  that 
sum  to  be  the  measure  of  the  increased  value  of  the 
land.  If  the  owner  wished  to  sell  or  to  lease'  it, 
would  he  not  require  a  much  larger  price  or  rent,  if 
i-s  annual  proceeds  were  worth  $1,000,  than  if  they 
were  worth  but  ^^9001 

But  there  is  another  consideration  connected  with 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  which  must  not  be  over- 
•  looked.  The  duties  on  merchandise  fall  principal- 
ly on  articles  which  arc  not  indispensable,  and  are 
paid  by  Ihe  wealthier  classes.  The  man  who  wears 
fine  broadcloths,  and  dresses  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters in  silks  and  velvets,  and  walks  on  rich  Tur- 
key or  Brussels  carpeu^,  and  drinks  his  costly 
wines,  pays  hundreds  of  dollars;  whilst  the  farmer 
in  the  country,  who  owns  property  of  equal  value, 
bat  does  not  choose  to  indulge  in  such  extravagant 
tastes,  pays  comparatively  nothing.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter which  every  man  cmi  regulate  fby  himself,  and 
if  he  thinks  proper  to  purchase  the  articles  which 
are  subject  to  taxation,  be  incurs  the  tax  voluntarily, 
and  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself 

But  it  is  said  that  many  of  the  articles  subject  to 
duty  are  indispensable  to  the  comfort  of  a  family. 
Thisisirue.  But  does  any  gentleman  pretend  that 
the  Government  can  be  supported  without  moneyl 
We  must  raise  revenue  from  some  quarter;  and  the 
troc  question  is,  not  one  of  taxation  or  no  taxation, 
bai  whether  we  will  have  the  revenue  collected  in- 
directly by  duties  on  foreign  goods,  or  by  direct 
taxes  and  excises  on  our  lands  and  workshops! 
Bvt  lit  usez^niae  the  operatiou  of  the  dut^  iipo& 


some  few  articles  which  are  indispensable,  and 
see  how  wisely  the  system  is  adjusted  to  confer  a 
benefit  on  the  farmer,  by  way  of  compensation  for 
the  burden  which  it  imposes.  The  first  that  I  will 
mention  is  the  duly  on  foreign  wool  and  woollens. 
These  are  indispensable  articles,  and  ihe  tax  on 
them  is  a  burden  to  the  farmer.  But  does  not  this  tax, 
at  the  same  time,  have  the  effect  of  increasing  ihe 
value  of  the  wool  which  he  shears  from  his  own 
flocks'?  and  is  he  not  thereby,  in  many  instances, 
more  than  compensaiedl  But  jt  is  ihooght  to  be 
very  hard  that  iron  and  salt,  which  enter  into  the 
consumption  of  the  poorer  clashes,  should  be  sub- 
ject to  duly.  Here,  again,  ihose  who  make  the  ob- 
jection overlook  the  faci,  that  the  iron-works  and 
the  salt-furnaces  bring  large  sums  of  money  into 
the  cotftalry,  and  supply  extensive  markets  lo  the 
farmers,  which  frequently  repay  them  a  hundred- 
fold for  the  very  small  increase  in  the  price  of 
their  salt  and  iron. 

Let  us  look  at  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill, 
and  see  what  additional  burdens  they  impose  upon 
a  farmer,  who  annually  consumes  100  pounds  of 
iron  and  six  bushels  of  salt.  The  duty  upon  bar 
iron,  prior  to  the  Isi  of  January  last,  was  S2l  per 
ton,  or  about  ninety- four  cents  per  100  U)s.,  and  the 
duty  on  salt  about  A\  cents  per  bushel.  Under  ihe 
present  bill,  the  duty  upon  nar^iron  is  f27  50*per 
ton,  or  about  $1  22  per  100  lbs.,  and  the  dn«y  upon 
salt  is  eight  cents  per  bushel;  so  that,  in  the  worst 
aspect  you  can  view  it,  ihe  increased  lax  which 
the  farmer  pays  on  his  100  lbs.  of  iron  is  28  cents, 
and  on  his  six  bushels  of  salt  21  cents  making  the 
aggregate  of  49  cents  per  annum !  And  to  com- 
pensate for  this,  he  has  the  advantages  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  labor  of  thousands  of  operatives  from 
raising  the  very  articles  which  come  into  competi- 
tion with  his  own,  and  of  the  market  which  they 
will  furnish  for  his  produce. 

But  I  deny  that  the  proposition  is^  universally 
true,  that  the  price  of  articles  is  necessarily  en- 
hanced by  laying  an  increased  duty  on  them.  The 
effect  of  ihe  increased  duty  is  to  enhance  the  price 
for  a  time;  but  it  eventually  .stimulates  our  own 
citizens  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  the  pro- 
tected articles;  and  experience,  which  is  better  than 
all  reasoning,  has  shown  that,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, an.  increased  duly  has,  in  the  end,  been 
followed  by  a  diminished  price.  Let  us  take,  by 
way  of  illustration,  the  articles  of  coarse  cotton 
cloths  and  nails,  omitting  many  others  which  have 
been  alreadv  referred  to  in  this  debate.  About  the 
close  of  the  last  war  with  England,  the  most  indif- 
ferent imported  cottons  were  worih  from  17  to  20 
cents  per  yard.  The  tariff  of  1816  imposed  a  heavy 
protecting  duty  on  them,  which  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  time,  and  which  induced  our  citizens 
to  enter  into  the  manufacture;  and  now  a  better  ar- 
ticle can  be  had  for  from  6  to  8  cents  a  yard. 

But  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  notion,  that  every  duty  upon  an  article  of  im- 
portation produces  an  increase  of  its  price  equal  to 
to  the  addition  of  the  duty,  is  found  in  the  article  of 
nails.  Nails  were,  until  very  recently,  subject  to  a 
duty  of  five  cents  per  pound;  and,  of  course,  if  the 
doctrine  which  I  have  slated  was  correct,  we  should 
expect  iQ  find  the  price  of  nails  eoual  to  the  cost  in 
the  foreign  market,  the  cost  of  freight  and  insu- 
rance, the  profit  of  the  importer,  and  the  amount 
of  the  duty;  but,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the  sup- 
porters of  that  doctrine,  the  prices  current  exhibit 
the  fact,  that,  while  the  duty  continued,  the  nails 
could  be  bought  for  44  cents  per  pound— or  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  duly !  The  fallacy  of  the 
reasoningof  those  who  coptend  that  an  additional 
duty  necessarily  produces  an  increased  price,  con- 
sists in  an  utter  disregard  of  the  most  important 
fact,  that  a  protective  ■duty,  instead  of  creating  a  mo- 
nopoly in  fa /or  of  the  home  manufacturer,  tends  to 
destroy  the  foreign  monopoly,  by  stimulating  domes- 
tic competition ! 

But  I  am  admonished  by  the  rapid  flight  of  time 
not  to  dwell  too  long  upon  this  topic.  I  will  take 
this  occasion,  however,  to  state,  in  a  very  few  words, 
my  idea  of  the  general  principles  which  should 
govern  us  in  the  arrangement  of  our  system  of  im- 
posts. '  In  my  opinion,  our  duties  should  be  laid 
with 'a  view  to  revenue  and  to  incidental  protection, 
but  not  to  prohibition.  ^We  should  carefully  exam- 
ine into  the  exact  condition  and  wants  of  every  in- 
terest; and  we  should  extend  to  all,  as  far  as  we 
can,  the  fostering  aid  of  a  parental  Gbvernment. 
But  we  should  have  no  pet  interests.  Equal  protec- 
tion should  be  given  to  all.    How  is  this  equality  to 

be  attained)   £.it  by  aTmiform  ad  valorem  duty  in 


all  cases'?  Certainly  not;  for  that  would  prodnce 
the  very  inequality  which  you  are  seeking  to  avoid* 
One  manufacture  may  have  arrived  at  a  high  de- 
gree of  perfection,  and  may  be  able  to  enter  into 
competition  with  ihe  fabrics  of  other  nations,  with- 
out any  aid  from  legislation;  whilst  another,  being 
in  its  infancy,  may  require  the  most  careful  pro- 
tection. A  duty  of  ten  per  cent  ad  valorem  wonld 
exclude  foreign  cottons  fronri  your  markets,  wbihst 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  would  not  afford  ade- 
quate protection  to  your  woollens.  It  is  the  prov« 
ince  of  the  statesman  to  obtain  precise  information 
in  regard  to  all  these  interests,  and  to  adapt  his 
legislation  to  the  varying  circumstances  and  con- 
dition of  the  country.  If  he  should  find  that  Great 
Britain,  by  her  superior  machinery,  greater  skill, 
larger  capital,  and  cheaper  labor,  mis  an  advantage 
over  our  manufacturers  of  30  percent,  in  woollens, 
of  20  per  cent,  in  iron,  and  of  10  per  cent  in  cot- 
tons, is  it  not  obvious  that  a  uniform  ad  valorem 
duty  on  these  articles  would  have  a  most  nneqntl 
ope  ration  1 

In  such  a  case,  it  would  seem  to  me,  that  equal- 
ity and  justice  would  require  that  the  proteciioii 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  wants  of  the  various 
branches  of  manufacture,  and  that  the  duties  on 
the  articles  named  should  be  laid  at  30,20,  and  10 
per  cent,  respectively,  instead  of  being  uniform. 
Then  competition  would  ensue— the  ingenuity  of 
both  nations  would  be  taxed  to  find  out  'new  and 
cheaper  modes  of  manufacture,  and,  in  a  few  years, 
the  price  of  the  article  would  be  brought  down  to 
the  10 west  point  at  which  it  could  be  afforded. 

But  suppose  that,  instead  of  thus  graduating^your 
duties,  you  were  to  adopt  the  principle  of  my  South- 
em  friends,  and  impase  a  uniform  duty  of  20  per 
cent:  you  would  exclude  the  foreign  cottons  al- 
together, and  thus  give  the  home  manufacturer  a 
monopoly.  You  would  place  the  iron  manufac- 
turer upon  a  fair  ground  of  competition  with  the 
foreign  producer;  and  you  would  afford  no  protec- 
tion to  the  woollen  manufacturer,  who  wonld  be 
compelled  to  discontinue  the  business,  and  leave 
it  to  be  monopolized  by  Great  Britain !  And  thus, 
instead  of  destroying  one  monopoly,  you  would 
establish  two! 

I  will  now  leave  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
proceed  to  consider  the  great  argument  against  a 
tariff,  wMch  has  been  urged  through  all  \time,  and 
has  been  put  forth,  in  every  modification,  by  va- 
rious gentlemen  in  this  debate.  1  allude  to  the  al- 
legation, that  every  duty  laid  upon  an  imported  ar- 
ticle operates  as  a  tax  upon  the  [consumer,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacturer. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  show  that  this 
proposition  rests,  to  some  extent,  upon  an  unsound 
oasis,  by  exhibiting  facts  to  prove,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  is  not  true,  in  all  cases,  that  an  increased 
duty  causes  an  increased  price;  and,  secondly,  that 
if  it  does,  such  increase  is  not  equal  to  the  enhance- 
ment of  duty.  But  there  are  other  views  of  the 
subject,  to  which  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. If  it  be  true,  that  every  duty  or  tax  which 
is  imposed  upon  an  article  of  merchandise,  either 
in  its  raw  state,  or  in  its  progress  through  the  vari- 
ous stages  of  manufacture,  or  in  the  form  of  an 
impost  duly,  constitutes  an  addition  to  its  price, 
which  must  be  paid  by  the  person  who  buys  and 
consumes  it— does  it  not  follow,  by  parity  of  reason- 
ing, that  every  bounty  granted  upon  an  article  of 
merchandise,  at  any  time  up  to  the  period  of  its 
consumption,  must  tend  to  diminish,  to  that  extent, 
the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  consumer^  Or,  to  state 
the  proposition  in  a  more  condensed  form:  if  ever^ 
tax  on  an  article  is  a  burden  to  the  consumer;  is 
not  the  correlative  proposition  equally  true,  that 
every  bounty  upon  an  article  is  a  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumer? No  gentleman  will  pretend  to  deny  that 
the  second  branch  of  the  proposition  is  an  inev» 
itable  deduction  from  the  first:  but  to  what  conse- 
quences does  this  lead  usi  It  proves  that  all  the 
bounties  which  England  gives  upon  her  exported 
glass,  and  other  articles  which  are  the  subjects  of 
bounty  under  her  laws,  are  not  benefits  conferred 
on  her  glass  manufactures,  &c.,  but  mere  gratui- 
ties to  the  American  consumers!  It  proves,  also, 
that  our  whole  system  of  drawbacks  and  fishing 
bounties  is  radically  wrong,  and,  instead  of  benefit- 
ing oar  own  citizens,  whose  interests  they  were  in- 
tended to  promote,  amount  in  effect  to  donations  to 
strangers !  Yet  every  intelligent  man  knows  that 
such  results  do  not  ensue;  and  hence  we  are  au- 
thorized to  infer  that  the  theory  of  the  gentlemen 
must  be  unsound. 

But  I  propose  to  sutrject  this  theory  to  anothft 
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noi^  practical  teat.  Its  advocates  say  that  the 
eonscimer  pays  all  the  taxes  imposed  upon  an  ar- 
ticle of  merchandise,  because  the  tax  becomes  in- 
corporated into  the  price  of  the  article,  and  con- 
-fftitates  part  and  parcel  of  it;  and,  consequently, 
he  who  buys  the  article  and  consumes  it,  pays  the 
tax  as  well  as  the  cost  of  production,  and  the  other 
elements  which,  in  the  aggregate,  make  up  the 
price.  If  this  be  true,  I  presume  it  will  be  con- 
ceded that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifien^nce  when  the 
tax  is  laid,  where  it  is  laid,  or  how  it  is  laid.  It 
may  be  laid  upon  the  raw  material  or  upon  the 
fabric.  It  may  be  laid  as  an  exc^e  duyr,  or  an 
export  duty,  in  England;  or  it  may  be  laid  as  an 
impost  duty  in  one  of  our  ports;  provided  the 
amount  is  the  same,  it  makes  so  dinerence  to  tha 
con^tomcr;  he  has  to  pay  it  at  any  rate,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  concern  to  him  who  gets  the  benefit 
of  it.  Now,  if  this  proposition  be  true  in  regard 
to  goods  imported  into  this  country,  rherecanbe 
no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  eooally  true 
in  regard  to  articles  exported  from  it.    The  princi- 

8le  is  the  same,  and  the  inversion  of  the  course  of 
ade  cannot  affect  iL  I  then  submit  it  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  that  doctrine  to  inform  this  committee 
what  is  to  prevent  this  Government,  by  a  very 
slight  change  in  its  fundamental  law  and  com- 
mercial policy,  from  levying  all  its  expenses  upon 
citizens  of  foreign  countries.  Suppose  that,  by  an 
amendment  of  our  Constitution,  we  should  author- 
ize Congress  to  lay  export  duties,  and  that  in 
pursuance  of  that  authority  our  Qovernment  should 
impose  export  duties  upon  those  articles  which 
Europe  can  obtain  nownere  else — such  as  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  flour — taking  care  not  to  lay  ihem  so 
high  as  to  be  prohibitory:  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  Southern  gentlemen,  these  duties  would  all 
fall  upon  the  consumers  of  ^e  articles  in  Europe, 
and  tnus  we  could  saddle  the  expenses  of  our 
Government  upon  foreign  nations,  and  relieve  our 
own  people  from  taxation  altogether !  The  producers 
of  cotton,  and  tobacco,  and  flour,  surelv  could  not 
object  to  such  a  tax!  They  would  not  have  a  dol- 
lar of  it  to  pay;  for,  according  to  their  own  doc- 
trine, it  would  only  tend  to  enhance  the  price  in 
the  foreign  market,  and  the  consumer  would  have 
it  all  to  pay  !  But  suppose  such  a  measure  were 
gravely  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress: do  yon  think  Southern  gentlemen  would 
agree  to  ill  This  would  bring  their*  faith  in 
their  theories  to  a  practical  test;  and  I  think  I 
hazard  but  little  in  sayinsr  they  would  reject  the 
proposition  with  scorn.  Yes,  sir,  highly  as  they 
prize  the  blessings  of  this  Union,  they  would  soon- 
er see  it  sundered  forever  than  submit  to  such  an 
imposition ! 

But  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  PickbnbI  has  taken  occasion,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  to  repudiate,  or  rather  to 
qualify,  this  favorite  doctrine  of  his  friends.  He 
now  admits  that  the  whole  doty  is  not  paid  by  the 
consumer,  but  contends  that  it  is  equally  divided 
between  the  producer  and  the  consumer.  U  the 
proposition  true  in  this  modified  formi  If  it  is.  we 
nave  only  to  adapt  our  legislation  to  it;  and,  by  a 
judicious  arrangement  of  our  revenue  system,  we 
can  collect  one-half  of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  foreigners,  by  export  duties,  and  the 
other  half  by  imports;  and  not  a  dollar  need  be 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  our  own  people! 

But  I  cannot  leave  this  point  without  invoking 
the  attention  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  express- 
ed a  preference  for  a  system  of  direct  taxation 
over  the  impost  system,  to  the  important  concession 
in  favor  of  the  latter  which  is  contained  in  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickens.]  Whilst  every  one  must  admit  that 
direct  taxation  falls  exclusively  on  our  own  citi- 
zens, he  admits  that  one-half  of  all  the  taxes  levied 
indirectly  by  a  system  of  imposts  is  paid  by  foreign- 
ers! When  thet»e  gentlemen  bring  forward  their 
project  for  direct  taxation  as  a  substitute  for  the  im- 
post system,  the  only  question, according  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  for  the  people  to  de- 
cide, will  be— whether  they  prefer  to  bear  the  whole 
or  the  half  of  the  taxation  necessary  for  the  support 
of  Government! 

In  my  judgment,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  can  be  no 
fixed  rule  for  estimating  the  relative  proportion  of 
'the  duty  which  is  paid  by  the  producer  and  the  con- . 
sumer.  It  depenas  upon,  and  is  controlled  by,  a 
vaiieiy  of  circumstances  which  are  fluctuating  in 
their  character.  The  relation  between  the  supply 
and  demand  exercises  a  most  important  influence 
9Ter  itf    11  tiiere  ^  a  small  demand  an4  a  large 


supply,  the  market  will  be  glutted,  and  the  producer 
must  reduce  his  price,  so  as  to  lose  the  amount  of 
the  increased  duty.  But  if  the  supply  be  small, 
and  the  demand  great,  then  the  producer  may  exact 
a  higher  price,  so  as  to  cover  the  increased  duty. 
The  truth  of  these  propositions  is  very  clearly  illus- 
traied  by  a  reference  to  our  coffee-trade.  At  the 
extra  session  of  the  present  Congress,  a  bill  passed 
the  House  of  Represestatives  imposing  a  duty  of 
two  cents  per  pound  upon  coffee;  and  when  the 
news  reached  Rio  Janeiro,  the  price  of  cofke  im- 
mediately declined  two  cents  per  pound.  The  rea- 
son of  this  was,  that  there  was  a  large  supply  on 
hand;  and  the  holders  weie  obliged  to  taka  what 
they  could  get  for  it,  and  submit  to  the  loss  of  the 
amount  of  the  anticipated  duty.  But  suppose,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  had  been  a  small  supply:  is  it 
not  obvious  that  the  holders  of  coffee  might  have 
exacted  two  cents  in  addition  to  the  former  price, 
so  as  to  meet  the  new  duty?  It  may  not  be  amiss, 
whilst  1  am  on  this  point,  to  advert  to  another  fact 
connected  with  the  coffee*trade.  Some  years  ago, 
Congress  removed  the  duty  upon  coffee  altogether- 
and  what  was  the  resulil  The  increased  demand 
thereby  created  kept  up  the  price  to  the  old  stand- 
ard: and  our  citizens  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  toe  tax,  without  receiving  any  equivalent  advan- 
tage. The  withdrawal  of  this  tax  was,  therefore, 
a  bounty  to  the  producer.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
tax  had  been  imposed  at  the  extra  session,  it  would 
have  (fallen  as  tne  facts  which  I  have  mentioned 
clearly  prove)  entirely  on  the  producer;  for  the  de 
dine  m  the.  foreign  value  was  exactly  equal  to  the 
anticipated  duty;  ^nd  we  should  have  received  the 
tax,  and  paid  no  more  for  our  coffee. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  that 
the  system  of  imposts  operates  unequally,  and  con- 
fers exclusive  benefits  upon  somejportions  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  others.  This  is  a  grave 
charge,  and  one  which  merits  profound  investiga- 
tion; for  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  look  with  an  impartial  eye  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country.  I  have,  therefore,  felt  called  on 
to  bestow  much  care  in  the  examination  of  the 
practical  operation  of  our  whole  revenue  syslein. 
and  of  our  commercial  relations,  upon  all  the  dif- 
ferent sections  and  interests  of  the  Union.  The 
'result  of  that  investigation  is  a  thorough  conviction 
that  a  variety  of  circumstances  have  conspired  to 
give  to  the  cotton-growing  States  most  iniportant 
advantages  over  other  divisions  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. Their  representatives  are  by  no  nn  ans  in- 
sensible of  this  fact,  as  is  evident  from  the  tenacity 
with  which  they  adhere  to  them.  And  if  we  siA 
the  subject  to  the  bottom,  it  will  be  found  that,  whilst 
South  Carolina  is  so  eloquent,  through  her  represent- 
atives on  this  floor,  in  denouncing  exclusive  ad- 
vantages and  partial  benefits,  she  is  herself  in  the 
full  fruition  of  i|iem !  and  however  unconscious 
her  champions  may  be  of  the  fact,  I  apprehend 
that  their  zeal  in  opposition  to  this  bill  is  noi  a  little 
stimulated  by  the  apprehension  that  it  may  have 
an  unfavdrable  influence  on  her  exclusive  priv- 
ileges, and  diminish  the  peculiar  protection  which 
is  now  afforded  to  her  interests.  Strange  as  the 
proposition  may  seem  to  Southern  gentlemen,  I 
maintain  that  no  tariff  bill  which  has  ever  passed 
has  conferred  an  amount  of  protection  and  of  par- 
tial benefit  on  the  North,  equal  to  that  which,  under 
our  present  commercial  system,  is  enjoyed  by  the 
South;  and  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  prove  it. 

In  pursuing  the  investigation  of  this  topic,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  distinct  understanding  of  the 
meaning  which  is  to  be  attached  to  the  term  protec- 
tion. I  mean  by  it — not  merely  the  encouragement 
and  aid  which  any  branch  of  industry  receives  from 
our  own  laws  and  our  own  commercial  regu- 
lations, but  also  the  advantages  which  it  derives 
from  foreign  legislation  and  foreign  poliry.  A 
benefit  may  be  conferred,  or  an  injury  inflicted, 
upon  any  of  our  great  interests,  just  ^  effectually 
by  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  or  by  an  order 
in  council,  as  by  a  law  of  Congress.  In  order,  then, 
to  have  a  correct  idea  of  the  true  condition  of  any 
of  our  great  interests,  we  must  examine  all  their 
relations.  We  must  look  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home; 
for  we  would  have  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs,  if  we  confined  our  .views 
to  our  own  legislation,  without  regard  to  that  of 
other  nations.  ' 

What,  then,  is  the  present  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  regard  to  the  various  interests  of  our  confed- 
eracy, and  what  are  the  eflects  of  that  policy  on 
thenal  It  requires  but  a  very  superficial  examina- 
tion to  show  that,  in  regard  to  most  of  them,  her 


interests  and  her  policy  are  di  rectly  opfoaed  to  MR. 
The  principal  inierebts  of  Great  BrUAia.  are  ber 
commercial  and  navigating,  raaniifttctartBg,  agri- 
cultural, and  colonial  interests;  and  her  sfsttm  of 
policy  is  carefalW  adapted  to  the  proiiMtio^  a»d 
encouragement  of'^all  oi  them,  by  impo6i|i£  OBf  ro« 
duties,  restrictions,  and  pronlSitions  iniesd^  to 
prevent  the  competition  of  similar  interests  (xfcQuB 
countries  with  those  of  her  own  subjects.  It  is  aet 
my  purpose,  Mr.  Chairoian,  to  enter  ioto  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  wisdom  "Or  justice  of  that  polinr.  AU 
that  I  propose  is,  to  examine  briefly  the  e&cts  of 
it  upon  the  different  .<:eciions  of  our  confederacy. 

Our  commercial, navigating,  and  manafactunfif 
interests  belong  generally  to  the  North  and  £»; 
and  hence  the  restrictive  measures  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, which  arc  designed  to  promote  her  commer- 
cial, navigating,  aiid  manufacturing  interests,  till 
principally  upon  our  Northern  and  Eastern  ^atei 

The  great  agricultural  districts  of  the  United 
States  lie  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  aad 
hence  the  burdens  of  the  English  com  laws,  aad 
other  measures,  iatended  to  sustain  her  own  tfti- 
culture,  are  felt  most  severely  by  the  people  oithe 
Middle  and  Western  Slates. 

The  sugflr  interest  of  the  United  Stateii  Is  Hitifed 
to  the  single  Sttfte  of  Louisiana,  and,  as  a  fiutaiter^ 
consequence,  that  State  is  more  injuHott^  aftefed 
than  any  other  by  the  duties  and  restriciiMs  vhiek 
Great  Britain  has  established  for  the  proceetlea  of 
the  sugars  of  her  own  colonies. 

It  thus  appears  plainly,  that,  in  regard  to  all  t^esi 
branches  of  our  national  industry,  England  has  ia- 
terests  which  are  adverse  to  ours;  and  that  Aose  in- 
terests have  induced  her  to  adopt  a  system  of  policf 
which  is  in  a  high  degree  injurious  to  the  prosperfij 
of  the  United  States. 

But  there  is  one  great  staple  of  oar  country  whi^ 
for  the  present  at  least,  stands  in  a  different  rela- 
tion to  the  interests  of  England;  and  hence  we  per- 
ceive that  her  policy  in  regard  to  it  is  exactly  the 
reverse  of  what  I  have  shown  it  to  be  in  t^erence  to 
all  others.  I  refer  to  the  article  of  cotton.  Tha 
does  not  come  atpresentinto  competition  with  aay 
English  interest.  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  wr- 
fected  the  establishment  of  a  cotton  intere^  of  her 
own  in  India;  and  she  is  not  ready,  therefore,  to  briag 
her  restrictive  system  to  bear  upon  ours.  It  is  ob- 
vious, how.ever  from  all  the  signs  of  the  times,  that 
this  exception  from  her  general  policy,  which  she 
makes  in  favor  of  cotton,  will  be  of  short  duratioa; 
for  I  perceive  from  a  table  which  has  been  po^ 
lishedin  most  of  the  newspapers,  that  tbeamoant 
of  East  India  cotton  imported  into  England  in  the 
first  sixteen  weeks  of  the  year  IBII,  was  bat 
46,289  bales,  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
the  present  year  the  amount  was  92,688 bales,  being 
an  increase  of  more  than  100  percent^  whilst  the 
increase  upon  the  importations  from  America  wis 
but  15  per  cent.  For  the  present,  however,  oor 
cotton  IS  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  her  masa- 
tactures;  and  hence  .^he  makes  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
and  receives  it  subject  to  a  very  small  duty. 

Having  thus  taken  this  review  of  the  British  pol- 
icy, I  ask  what  is  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  various 
interests  of  our  nation!  Is  it  not  to  oppress  the  in* 
dustry  of  the  Northern,  Middle,  Western,  and  ex- 
treme  Southern  Stales,  with  heavy  burdeas,  and  to 
con  fer  pecu I iar  ben  efits  on  the  cotton-growing  Statcsl 
Does  not  the  cotton  interest,  under  the  exiting  oom- 
mercial  regulations  between  this  country  and  &if* 
land,  possess  exclusive  privileges'!  Does  not  the  pnK 
duct  of  that  region  find  a  hearty  welcome  in  tke 
British  ports,  whilst  those  of  every  other  part  of  the 
Union  are  met  with  restrictions,  exactions,  and 

f)rohibitions1  If  this  be  not  an  exclusive  priri* 
ege,  will  gentlemen  tell  me  what  constitutes  ooel 
Is  it  not  a  preference  given  to  the  productions  of 
one  part  or  our  country  over  those  of  all  otbent 
And  are  we  tamely  to  acquiesce  in  this  policy  of  a 
foreign  nation?  Suppose  that  such  an  unjust  advaa- 
tage  had  been  secured  to  o^g  part  of  the  Union  oror 
the  others,  by  a  treaty  stipulation,  or  by  our  owa 
legislation:  would  the  country  submit  to  itl  No, 
sir !  A  flame  of  indignation  would  pervade  the  at- 
lion  from  one  end  to  the  other!  The  whole  land 
would  resound  with  denunciations  of  the  injustice 
and  iniquity  of  such  partial  legislation,  and ''repeal 
or  revolution"  would  be  the  battle-cry  of  an  in- 
censed people ! 

And  yet,  because  this  result  is  produced  by  a  for- 
eign Grovemment,  to  promote  its  own  interests,  «e 
are  told,  in  effect,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  toths 
unequal  operation  of  the  laws  of  £oglandl  Whai^ 
sir,  .is  the  argument  of  the  ^pjiiht  CP  ia^Qc^  th| 
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Hihef^atittiooaof  the  UBum  to  boiw  their  necks  lo 
he  jokc<{  'When  stripped,  of  all  its  specious  dis- 
^ise5»>it  aeaaiutts  to  nothing  more  nor  less  that 
has:  *^li<mt  Qoternment  shoold  impose  dmies  ob 
Saglish  merefaandise,  England  will  no  longer  bay 
>ar  cottoB  I  We  mnst,  therefore,  insist  that  the 
f^orthem.  Middle,  and  Western  States  shall  give 
ip  their  mannfiBCittrcs,  eease  to  make  their  own 
(uppliea,  ai>d  consent  to  boy  them  from  E^glaird, 
hatEoglAiid  may  be  the  more  able  to  give  as  a 
good  price  for  our  cotton  T 

Thus  if  is  attempted  to  make  all  the  agricnltural, 
nanulteteiHpg,  commercial, navigating  and  fishing 
[nferests,  subservient  to  the  cotton  imerest ! 

T^ey«  is  ft  great  principle  of  national  indepen- 
dence uiiich  lies .  behind  this  question,  which  it 
jchoove^  t»s  to  consider  well  before  we  act.  If 
anr  foreign  nation  has  a  right  to  make  discrimina- 
:ions  in  favor  oi  the  prodactions  of  one  part  of  our 
counliry,  with  a  view  to  promote  her  own  domestic 
interests,  may  she  not  make  discriipinaiions  foe  the 
purpose  of  striking  dowii  the  interesLs  of  another 
parti  apd  if  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  counter- 
vailiiig  system,  may  she  not,  thereby,  obtain  com- 

Slete  (toQirol  over  our  domestic  policyl  If  she  can 
iscrimliiate  for  one  pnrpose,  may  she  not  do  so  for 
any  and  all  purposes  t  If  she  can  do  so  to  favor 
one  State,  she  can  do  so  to  idjure  another.  Sup- 
pose, then,  that  Elngland',  from  motives  of  resent- 
ment towards  New  York,  because  of  the  interie- 
rence  of  ^er  citizens  in  the  Canadian  disturbances, 
were  to  o^ake  a  discrimination  in  her  commercial 
policy  against  the  trade  from  New  York:  would 
this  nation  submit  to  iti  Or  suppose  that  Eng- 
land were  to  hold  this  language  to  Mississippi: 
*'You  h>ave  repudiated  your  State  debts,  and,  until 
you  make  provision  for.  their  payment,  we  shall 
levy  a  discriminating  duty  on  all  cotton  grown  hi 
Mississippi,  to  raise  a  fund  to  pay  the  interest  to 
your  creditors  I"    Would  not  every  son  of  that 

fallant  &aie  be  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his 
lood,  before  he  would  submit  to  such  an  assump- 
tion of  power  by  England  1  Would  she  not  at 
once  invoke  the  aid  ot  the  national  arm  to  redress 
the  injury  done  to  her  citizens  by  such  ap  odious 
regulation  1  Yet,  I  ask  gentlemen,  if  the  policy  of 
Qreat  Britain  does  not  now  create  a  discrimination 
against  ^the  products  of  three- fourths  of  the  States 
in  favor  of  tne  other  fourth,  just  as  effectually^ 
if  her  laws  had  been  framed  to  produce  that  re- 
sult 1  It  matters  not  what  the  motive  may  be,  the 
effects  are  the  same;  and  our  duty  to  guard  against 
those  effects  is  not  the  less  imperative  because 
they  may  not  have  proceeded  from  an  unfriendly 
feeling. 

Bat  there  is  one  other  form  in  which  I  wish  to 
present  this  snbjeet  to  my  friends  from  the  South. 
Every  gentleman  upon  this  floor  has,  no  doubt,  had 
occasion  to  advert  to  the  course  of  the  English  Gov- 
ernment, for  many  years  past^  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade;  and  there  are  but 
few  who  have  not  been  filled  with  disgust  at  the  hy- 
pocrisy and  insincerity  bv  which  it  has  been  mark- 
ed.   We  all  know  that  Ejigiand  introduced  slavery 
into  the  United  States;  and  that  her  refusal  to  aid 
in  suppressing  it  was  one  of  the  wrongs  which  im- 
pelled this  couniry  to  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence.   She  wanted  .the  slaves  here  for  the  inter- 
ests of  her  commerce   and  manufactures.     She 
wanted  them  to  produce  the  raw  material,  and  to 
supply  a  market  for  her  fabrics.    She  also  enconr- 
aged  the  introduction  of  slaves^  into  South  Ameri- 
ca, and  actually  entered  into  a  contract  by  which 
she  obtained  the  monopoly  of  the  slave-trade  to  Bra- 
zil.   This  also  was  done  to  promo  e  her  commer- 
cial interests.     Recently,  however,  she  has  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  building  up  a   cotton  interest  of 
her  own  in  Ihdia;  and  hence  she  is  smitten  with  a 
sudden  feeling  of  humanity,  affd  a  holy  horror  of 
the  slave-trade;  and  her  cruisers  are  spread  over 
ihe  African  seas,  to  suppress  the  cruel  traffic  in 
human  beings,  which  for  years  she  had  monopo- 
lized!    The  object   is   plain  enongh.      She   no 
longer  has  an  interest  in  promoting  the  growth  of 
cotton  in  Brazil,  and   hence  she  feels  no  desire  to 
supply  the  latxjr  that  is  to  produce  ii.    But  this  is 
not  all.    She  is  looking  nliimately  to  the  Indies  for 
her  cotton;  .and  when  the  culture  is  firmly  estab- 
lished  there,   her  policy    will  then   be  directed 
against  the  cotton  of  America,  which  is  the  product 
of  slave-labor.    And  I  venture  to  predict,  that,  the 
first  moment  she  feels  she  can  do  so  with  safety,  she 
will  t)e  seized  with  another  spasm  of  simulated  phi- 
lanthropyi  and  exclude  from  ber  ports  the  cotton  of 


the  South,  on  the  gronnd  that  she  cannot,  even  in- 
directly, sustain  the  instiintion  of  slavery  by  deal- 
ing in  the  productions  that  uphold  it !  Are  South- 
em  gentlemen  now  prepared  to  establish  a  prece- 
dent which  shall  justify  such  an  impertinent  inter- 
ference with  their  domestic  insiiintions  by  a  foreign 
narionl  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  the  right 
of  England  to  prescribe  indirectly,  as  one  of  the 
terms  of  our  commercial  intercourse,  that  the 
Southern  slaves  shall  be  liberated?  ll  they  are, 
then  are  they  justified  in  maintaining  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  %t  liberty  to  meet,  by  counter 
legislation,  the  tmjust  discrimination  which  the 
policy  of  England  has  made  between  the  difierent 
sections  of  our  Union.  All  the  consequences  which 
I  have  adverted  to,  plainly  follow  from  the  doc- 
trine of  acquiescence  in  foreign  legislation.  What 
I  desire  above  all  things  is  to  meet  these  attempts  of 
England  at  the  threshold,  and  to  assert  the  power 
of  our  own  Government  to  regulate  our  own  af- 
fairs, and  to  protect  the  industry  of  our  own  peo- 
ple. I,  for  one,  am  for  adopting  an  enlarged  system 
of  jX)licy,  which  shall  break  down  all  exclusive 
privileges,  whether  secured  by  our  own  or  foreign 
laws,  andeitendtoall  parts  of  the  country  equal 
protection  and  encouragement. 

•  I  hope  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  from  Southern  gentlemen  of  exclusive  privi- 
leges, since  it  is  obvious  that  the  whole  tendency 
of  their  voie*^  here  is  to  sustain  the  exclusive  ad- 
vantages which  they  now  enjoy  under  the  partial 
legislation  of  England ! 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  to'd  by  the  elo- 
quent gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pick- 
ens,] that  the  system  of  retaliation  and  restric-' 
tiun  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  un- 
worthy ot^  an  enlightened  people.  He  has  repre- 
sented the  genius  of  commerce  as  a  beautiful 
maiden;  freed  from  all  the  restraints  of  an  anti- 
quated governess,  panting  for  the  largest  liberty, 
and  ready  to  unfold  her  bright  pinions  to  the 
winds  of  heavens,  and  fly  to  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  I  He  has  then  poured  forth  torrents  of 
denunciation  upon  those  whowotild  load  her  grace- 
ful limbs  with  cruel  fetters!  Sir,  I  will  cominue 
the  beautifulsimile  of  the  gentleman,  and  say  to  him, 
far  be  it  from  my  purpose  to  fasten  iron  chains 
upon  the  fair  creature  of  his  fancy !  I  propose  not 
to  enslave  her,  but  merely  to  impose  on  her  that 
restraint,  and  afibrd  to  her  that  protection,  which  is 
necessary  to  save  her  from  the  dangers  with  which 
her  pathway  is  beset ! 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  about  "freejraae." 
Sir,  what  is  iti  A  mere  phantom  !  an  idle  dream 
of  visionary  theorists!  Is  it  attainable?  Is  it  prac- 
ticable'? Will  any  other  nation  adopt  iti  Has  any 
other  nation  ever  adopted  iti  No !  Why  talk  about 
it,  theni  The  dt  ctrine  is  predicated  upon  a  notion 
ot  what  men  and  nations  ought  to  be,  instead  of 
what  they  are!  Like  the  wild  conceit  of  the  per- 
fectability  of  man,  it  seizes  upon  the  minds  of  its 
votaries,  and  causej$  them  to  lose  sight  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  in  the  contemplation  of  some  dim 
visions  of  futurity.  Sir,  speculative  philosophy  is 
one  thing—practical  legislation  is  another.  We 
were  sent  here  to  legislate  for  this^  nation  as  it  is. 
.  We  must  look  at  the  actual  state  of  things  at  home 
and  abroad.  We  must  look  to  the  vices  and  follies 
of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  their  virtues;  and  we 
must  shape  our  legislation  so  as  to  attain,  not  the 
greatest  possible  good,  but  the  greatest  practicable 
good.  Have  other  nations  manifested  a  desire  to 
meet  us  upon  the  basis  of  freetradel  Let  the 
table  of  comparative  tarifls  on  your  desk  answer  the 
question !  What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  import- 
ations into  this  countryl  and  what  is  the  amount 
of  duties  which  you  collect  upon  themi 

The  wh'>le  importation  of  1841  was  -  S127,D45,000 
The  whole  amount  of  duties,  was        -   14,487,000 
Being  at  the  rate  of  Hi  per  cent. 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  whole  amount  of 
yuur  products  exported  to  other  countries,  and 
what  is  the  amount  'of  duties  which  they  collect 
upon  themi  Upon  this  point  we  have  not  precise 
information;  but  I  have  an  estimate  which  has  been 
prepared  with  great  care  by  a  highly  skilful  gentle- 
man, who  has  collected  abroad  a  large  body  of 
commercial  facts  for  the  Gtovemment.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  not  far  from  the  truth. 
According  to.  that— 

The  whole  amount  of  exportations  in 
1841  was       -  -  -  '^Ifmfm 


The  amount  of  duties  levied  on  (hem 
was    ...--.  118,500IJ009 
Being  at  the  rate  of  124  per  cent. 

But  let  us  now  come  to  some  of  the  articles 
raised  in  my  own  district. 

The  average  value  of  the  tobacco  exported  in  183^ 
and  1840  was  $9,225,145. 

Upon  this  was  levied  a  tax,  in  Europe,  of  S32,- 
463,540— being  a  tax  p^  near  300  per  cent,  upon  the 
value  of  the  article  in  this  country!  • 

•ffie  following  table  will  show,  in  detail,  the 
amount  of  the  duties  in  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe,  on  some  of  tne  most  important  articles  of 
exportation  Irom  our  country,  in  1840: 


Article. 

Great  Britaio. 

Prance. 

RoMia. 

Flour  -  , 

#3  t2|  per  bbl. 

$1083  per  2^0 
pounds. 

•3  37  per  aU 

buehela. 

Wheat 

•6  20  per  qr., 

4  63  per22ga1> 

Baroe  rata. 

01  96  ctB.  per 

looa. 

* 

busbeL 

•  ^ 

TTnmanuractur- 

ed  tobacco  • 

72  eta.  per  lb. 

Prohibited   oo 

•7  eO  per  3$ 

prirate  ac*L 

pounda. 

Oovernmeot 

Manufactured 

monopoly. 

totwcco     • 

«2  16  per  lb. 

du. 

«3  75  per  36 

' 

pound*. 

> 

And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these  most  ruinous  re- 
strictions and  exactions,  we  are  invited  to  throw 
open  our  ports  to  the  merchandise  of  those  whose  in- 
genuity Is  tasked  to  the  utmost  to  devise  new 
modes  of  extortion  from  us. 

But  we  are  told  that  a  change  is  about  to  take 
place  in  the  policy  of  England,  and  that  she  will 
soon  adopt  the  principles  ot  free  trade,  and  it  be> 
hooves  us  to  meet  her  in  the  proper  ^piril.  For  my 
part,  sir,  before  I  would  be  willing  to  change  the 

g^licy  of  this  Government  to  meet  the  views  of 
ngland,  I  would  require  rather  more  substantial 
evidences  of  her  intentions,  than  mere  empty  pro- 
fessions. Her  system  of  iree  trade  is  well  denned 
in  the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  one 
of  her  statesmen,  Mr.  Roberi&oQ,  in  a  recent  debate 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  said: 

"It  was  idle  for  us  to  endeavor  to  persuade  other 
nations  to  join  with  U9  in  adopting  the  principles 
of  what  was  called  free  trade.  Other  nations  knew 
as  well  as  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  those  who 
acted  with  him,  that  what  we  meant  by  free  trade 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than,  by  means  of  the 
gj'eat  advantages  we  enjoyed,  to  get  a  monopoly  of 
their  markets  for  our  manufactures,  and  to  prevent 
them,  one  and  all,  from  ever  becoming  manu&c- 
turicg  nations." 

That  is  exactly  her  policy.  She  knows  she  has 
more  capital,  better  machinery,  cheaper  labor, 
greater  mechanical  skill,  and  a  more  extensire 
marine  than  any  other  nation  on  earth;  and  that, 
owing  to  these  circumstances,  no  other  nation  can 
come  into  fair  competition  with  her;  and  hence 
she  endeavors  to  delude  them  by  the  senseless  cry 
of  free  trade. 

I  hare  been  surprised,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there 
has  been,  during  the  whole  course  of  ihis  debate, 
an  apparent  acquiescence  upon  the  part  of  all  who 
have  adverted  to  the  subject,  in  the  idea  that,  if  all 
nations  would  adopt  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
it  wou4d  be  their  true  policy.  Sir,  I  deny  the  doc- 
trine, out  and  out;  ana  I  wish,  as  far  as  my  feeble 
blow  will  avail,  to  strike  the  axe  directly  to  the 
root  of  the  tree.  I  maintain  thai  what  is  called  free 
trade — that  is,  trade  unrestrained  by  commercial 
regulations,  or  imposts,  or  taxes  of  any  kind — woald 
be  the  mast  unequal  trade  that  could  possibly  exist, 
and  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  the  most 
absolute  dominion  of  some  nations,  and  the  most 
slavish  subjection  of  others.  In  order  lo  give  eoual 
advantages  under  such  a  system,  you  must  aaopt 
the  principles  of  national  agrarianism—you  must 
make  all  nations  equal  in  all  respects — you  must 
endow  them  with  the  same  intelligence,  the  same 
industry,  anct  the  same  mechanical  skill—yoa 
must  give  them  equal  capital,  equal  machinery, 
equal  water-powcF;  and  equal  amounts  of  all  the 
elements  of  national  wealth.  They  mui<  be  equal- 
ly refined  and  .civilized,  and  have  equal  facilities 
for  the  transportation  of  their  commodities  to  and 
from  their  markets.  The  slightest  disparity  in  any 
of  these  respects,  or  in  geographical  position,  or  in 
any  of  a  thousand  other  incidents  which  might  b^ 
named ,  would  destroy  the  balance  of  the  syttem,  and 
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inequality  in  wealth  and  power  would  immediately 
ensue,  now  could  a  nation  having  no  machinery 
compete  with  one  like  Great  Britain,  whose-steam 
power  is  probably  ten  times  as  great  as  the  com* 
Dined  animal  power  of  her  whole  population  t  How 
could  there  be  equality  between  an  inland  nation 
without  a  bark  to  bear  her  flag,  and  the  "Ocean 
^neen,"  whose  canvass  whitens  every  seal  How 
can  there  ever  be  fair  competition — freedom  of 
trade  between  power  and-  weakness — between 
wealth  and  poverty— between  knowledge  and  ig- 
nora'Uce— between  industry  and  idleness?  Sir,  the 
notion  is  preposterous.  Yon  had  as  well  oppose 
the  helplessness  of  childhood  to  the  matured  power 
of  manhood,  as  to  place  the  infant  manufactures  of 
the  United  States  in  competition  with  those  of 
England  1  Adopt  the  system  oi  free  trade,  and  the 
dream  of  Pharoah  will  be  reversed ;  the  fat  kine 
will  devour  the  lean — the  more  powerful  nations 
will  swallow  up  the  trade  of  the  weaker.  The 
people  who  have  the  advantages  of  local  position, 
of  industry  and  intelligence,  will  soon  assert  their 
naturai  superiority,  and  become  rich  and  prosper- 
ous at  the  expense  of  the  less  favored  and  the  less 
sagacious.  We  have,  upon  our  own  continent,  a 
spectmen  of  free  trade  in  all  its  deformities.  Be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
most  perfect  freedom  of  trade  exists,  unrestrained 
and  untrammeled  by  any  restrictions  or  duties; 
and  what  has  been  the  resuill  Has  there  been  that 
mutuality  of  benefit  which  the  advocates  of  free 
trade  promise  to  all  who  will  adopt  its  principles? 
Have  the  Indians  grown  rich  and  prosperous 
Under  the  benign  influence  of  a  commerce  freed 
from  all  the  shackles  imposed  by  antiquated  and 
exploded  prejudices'!  or  hajs  the  whole  intercourse 
between  the  parties  to  it  been  a  system  of  fraud, 
extortion,  and  plunder  on  the  one  side,  and  oppres- 
sion, ruin,  and  annihilation  on  the  other? 

Tnere  is  yet  another  example  of  free  trade  upon 
this  continent,  to  which  I  will  barely  advert  upon 
this  occasion.  1  refer  to  the  trade  between  the 
various  States  ofihis  Union,  which,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  our  Constitution,  must,  through  all  liroe, 
remain  free.  Many  of  the  Southern  politicians 
have  imagined,  from  time  to  time,  that  the  North- 
ern States  have,  from  some  cause,  obtained  an  un- 
due advantage  over  them  in  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  they  have  occasionally  held  conven- 
tions and  suggested  various  restrictive  measures, 
to  restore  to  themselves  their  due  proportion.  All 
these  means  have  failed,  and  they  have  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  injury  results,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, from  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Greneral 
Government  on  our  foreign  commerce.  Without 
pretending  to  solve  this  imponant  problem,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  inquiry  whether 
Ihejeffbct  which  they  deplore  may  not  flow  fn  m 
a  cause  very  difierent  from  the  one  assigned;  and 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  it  may  not  be  the  perfect 
freedom  of  trade  between  the  States  of  this  Union, 
audv  not  the  restrictions  upon  foreign  commerce, 


which  has  enabled  \he  North  to  use  her  natural 
advantages  in  such  a  way  as  to  gain  ihe  asrendencv 
over  the  Souihl  There  is  one  fact  which  I  will 
refer  to,  in  this  connexion,  which  may  be  entiil^ 
to  consideration.  Before  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Consisiution,  when  each  State  regulated  its 
own  commerce,  there  was  no  such  concentration  of 
trade  at  one  or  two  points,  as  we  now  find.  Even 
Virginia  then  earned  on  a  large  direct  trade:  and 
we  are  told  by  tradition,  that  Yoiktown— a  village 
which,  but  for  its  proud  historic  associations  with 
the  close  of  our  Kevolutionary  straggle,  would 
hardly  find  a  place  upon  the  map  of  the  Ancient 
Dominion — wasqnce  the  port  through  which  Phila- 
delphia received  the  larger  portion  of  her  supplies 
of  foreign  merchandise. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  finished  what  I  pro- 
posed to  say  upon  the  general  merits  of  Ihe  oill. 
But  1  cannot  take  my  seat  without  adding  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  the  deep  interest  which  the  Slate 
of  Virginia  has  in  the  success  of  the  measure  now 
under  consideration.  It  is  my  deliberate  convic- 
tion, that  she  will  derive  more  benefit  from  it  than 
any  other  State  of  the  Union^  for  there  is  no  oiher 
State  which  has  such  a  variety  of  interests  to  be 
promoted.  Many  Slates  possess  advantages  over 
her  in  some  respects,  but  where  will  you  find  one 
which  combines  so  many  of  the  elements  of  Wealth', 
ot  greatness,  and  of  power?  She  is  situated  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  confederacy.  She  has  a  seacoast, 
including  the  bay,  unrivalled  in  extent;  and  her 
western  border  is,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  washed 
by  the  waters  of  the  Ohio.  Her  shores*  are  deeply 
indented  with  bays,  and  inlets,  and  creeks,  afford- 
ing every  faeilliy  ror  navigation.  The  Ohio,  the 
'  Potomac,  the  James.and  half  a  score  of  other  nav. 
igable  rivers,  have  tneir  sources  in  her  mountains, 
and,  radiating  as  from  a  common  centre,  wind  their 
way  for  hundreds  of  miles  through  her  territory, 
imparting  fertility  to  her  soil,  and  supplying,  at  the 
same  time,  the  power  to  drive  the  most  extensive 
machinery,  and  the  best  possible  channel  for  trans- 
porting the  manufactured  fabrics  to  market.  Her 
soil  is  adapted  to  the  growth  of  almost  every  vege- 
table  production  known  to  our  country.  Wheat, 
rye,  Indian  com,  oats,  tobacco,  hemp,  flax,  potatoes, 
and  every  species  of  grass  and  fruit  known  to  tem- 
perate climates,  attain  the  highest  degtce  of  perfec- 
tion within  her  borders.  Her  mineral  weahn  is  no 
less  diversified  than  abundant.  She  possesses  gold, 
and  silver,  and  copper,  and  iron,  and  lead,  and  salt, 
and  gypsum,  and  coal,  to  an  extent  that  would  seem 
almosi  incredible  to  one  who  had  not  taken  some 
pains  to  acquire  particular  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Her  forests  abound  in  the  best  lumbeK  and  her 
mountains  afford  pastures  for  sheep,  which  will 
enable  her,  almost  without  an  effort,  to  supplant 
Vermont  in  the  wool-trade;  for  whilst,  in  the  fro- 
zen regions  of  the  North,  the  flocks  must  be  fed 
half  the  year,  in  our  more  genial  climate  they 
can  generally  find  ihe  means  of  subsistence  for 
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themselves,  in  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  moc^ 
tains.    Id  regard  to  water-powertoo,sbehaspec8* 
liar  advantages,  not  only  in  its  extent  and  ga. 
eral  diffusion  over  her  territory,  but  fiom  the  fiQ 
that  machinery  is  so  little  liable  to  be  intemtpied 
in  the  winter  by  ice.    The  same  remark  is  ap. 
plicable  to  her  canals  and  navigable  streams,  wf^ 
are  frequently  not  closed  at  all  during  the  vis. 
ter,  and  never  for  more  than   a  tew  weeks.  If 
any  gentleman  wishes  to  see  a  8peda)en  of  i^ 
natural  advantages  of  Virginia,  let  him  visit  be 
metropolis.    Where  will  he  find  such  a  coo^jisf 
tion  of  all  the  natural  advantages  for  a  great  otB* 
ufacturing  city  as  Richmond  presents!    InexbiH. 
ibie  supplies  of  coal  and  iron  are  foond  iiibe 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  city.    The  Jma 
River  Canal,  which  already  penetrates  150  nula 
into  the  inlerk)r  of  the  country,  and  is  desthtedti 
no  distant  day  to  form  the  mo^  convesient  jiae 
of  connexion  between  the  seaboard  and  the  Ohio, 
affords  not  only  the  means  of  access  to  the  inland 
markets,  but  supplies  an  almost  onlimited  extent 
of  water-power,   to  impel  the   machinery  mcq. 
sary  for  every  species  of  manufacture.   Tarion 
lines  of  railroads,  extending  in  every  direction,  it 
vite  the  trader  of  the  surrounding  country,  bjfor- 
nishing  the  most  convenient  and  speedy  means  of 
effecting  the  exchanges  of  the  products  qf  agricul- 
ture for  the  fabrics  of  the  merchant  and  the  man. 
nfacturer.    Hef  central  position  and  prcximitjto 
the  Southern  and   Southwestern  countiy,  whttt 
cotton  is  produced,  and  a  large  market  for  mans* 
factures  is  found,  must  give  her  decided  alvastaga 
over  the  manufacturing  towns  of  the  Worth,  whici 
are  obliged  to  encounter  the  expense  of  the  doable 
transponation  of  the  raw  material  to  the  Nortk  to 
be  manufactured,  and  of  the  fabric  lo  the  Sootb  to 
be  consumed.    Her  manufacturers  win  also  enjor 
another  important 'advantage,  from  the  iaci^ 
they  will  be  enabled  to  throw  their  fabrics  into  the 
hfiarket  without  delay;  and  thus  their  capital  will 
always  be  actively  employed,  instead  of  being  idle 
during  the  long  periods  of  the  transit  of  the  nw 
material  from  the  South  to  the  Nonh,  and  back 
again.    Give  Virginia,  then,  the  benefit  of  thisbilL 
and  you  will  soon  see  factories  springioe  ap  on  au 
her  water-courses;  you  will  see  her  cod-fields  ex- 
plored; her  rich  mines  opened  up;  her  commerce 
revived;  her  agriculture  invigorated;  her  capil 
increased,  not  merely  by  the  gradual  accessions  of 
her  own  industry,  but  by  the  influx  from  abroad, 
which  her  superior  natural  resources  will  iniiie.' 
Give  her,  I  repeal,  the  benefit  of  this  bill;  and  yoa 
will  diffuse  prosperity  through  all  her  borders;  her 
citizens  will  no  longer  be  compelled  to  leave  t^ 
home  of  their  <5^ildhood  in  search  of  aprecarioos 
subsistence  in  the  Far  West;  the  tide  of  emigntioii 
will  cease;  and  the  proud  Old  Dominion  will  agm, 
at  no  distant  day.  assunae  her  appropriate  positioA 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  members  oi  oar  glorioas 
confederacy. 
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